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PREFACE

I’l‘ is now more than two years since I agreed with Messrs

Methuen & Co. to re-edit *“ Oxford, its Life and Schools,”
which was edited by Mr Stedman in 1887. But the im-
portant and widely-supported movement for a radical
change in the degree system of Oxford, which was set on
foot by the President of Corpus, seemed at one time likely
to be successful: it was useless to think of publishing
anything on Oxford while this uncertainty as to future
changes prevailed, and hence the delay in the appearance
of the book.

I have spoken of it as a new edition of an old work ;
it would be more true to call it a new book. Chapters 11.,
L, v., vir, and Ix. are entirely new, while chapters 1v.,
vl, and viiL. have been most carefully revised, and con-
siderable additions have been made to them. Unfortunately
my friend, Mr Henson, was too busy to spare any time to
complete chapter 1, and left it entirely in my hands. I
have therefore republished it as before (with the correction
of two or three obvious misprints), adding, however, some
pages to it (pp. 25 to 30) dealing with the history of the
present century.

It only remains for me to thank the late editor, Mr
Stedman, for courteously consenting to hand over his work
to me, and for valuable suggestions, and my contributors
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for their respective chapters. While the merit of these
belongs entirely to their authors, I fear I must share any
blame which the reviewers see fit to bestow upon them, as
their chapters have of course passed through my hands.

I hope that the book may be useful to the large and
rapidly increasing class of those who are interested in
Oxford ; and that it may thereby do something to promote
the interests of that Alma Mater, of whom it may be truly
said, that to know her is to love her, and that to love her
is itself a liberal education.

WapaAM COLLEGE, OXFORD,
September 1892.

PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

IN preparing this second edition for the Press, I have

made such changes as were necessary to bring it up
to date, and I have in several places added footnotes in
reference to the more important of the criticisms on the
first edition. I am grateful for the kind tone adopted by
most of my reviewers, but I have not seen any ground for:
modifying, in any material part, my views of six years ago.

WapHAM CoLLEGE, OXFORD,
October 1898.



CHAPTER I,
OXFORD IN THE PAST.

HE Universities formed one of the most characteristic
elements of medimval life. They held an important
and peculiar position. Intimately connected with the
Church, to which indeed they owed their existence, they
were by no means included in the Church’s organization ;
nay, they stood outside it, not always in an attitude of
friendliness. The Universities were the main-stays of
orthodoxy ; they were also the chosen haunts of heresy.
Free thought on the most sacred subjects—elsewhere pro-
scribed—flourished among the citizens of these student-
republics. The great movement of the eleventh century to
which the Universities of Europe owed their origin, is
identified with the name of an heresiarch—Abelard. The
influence of Oxford, of Paris, and of Prague reached its
highest level when their destinies were swayed by heretics
—Woyecliffe, and Gerson, and Huss, respectively. The case
was not far different with the relations between the Uni-
versities and the temporal power. They must be reckoned
with the municipal corporations, the monastic orders, and
the civic leagues as one of the great forces hostile to
feudalism. Fiercely democratic in tone, in government
republican, they stood in dramatic antithesis to the prevailing
social and political system.
If Oxford must yield in point of antiquity to Bologna,
and in that of cosmopolitan influence to Paris, yet it may
claim to be more truly national than either. Of English

A



2 OXFORD AND OXFORD LIFE.

institutions there are few which have entered so deeply into
the national life as the University of Oxford. For centuries
past it has mirrored that life, alike in greatness and shame,
in faith and sin, with unvarying fidelity. To Englishmen,
then, the history of the University must always be deeply
interesting. If, however, an inquirer demand the time
when first that history began, he can obtain no definite
answer to his question. The beginnings of the University
of Oxford are buried in a profound obscurity. A century
ago it was not so. Then—unless ill chance brought a
sceptic from the sister University on the scene—the Oxonian
could, without fear of contradiction, claim the immortal
Alfred as the first “ Founder and Benefactor ” of his Alma
Mater. In these days of enlightenment nobody believes in
the ¢ Aluredian fiction,” and the exact date at which the
University entered on its history must be relegated to the
region of things unknown.

It seems fairly certain that the town of Oxford! can claim
an antiquity of at least a thousand years. The story of
Saint Frideswide, though itself a mere legend, and existing
in documents of a comparatively late date, seems to embody
an historic fact. In the eighth? century, it may be fairly
believed, a community of nuns established themselves on
the site, which in later times has borne the name of Oxford.
As for the name itself, it first makes its appearance in the
Saxon Chronicle under the year 912.

In the last quarter of the eleventh century (a.p. 1086),
there was compiled that famous survey which is known as
the Domesday Book. It contains a very careful and detailed
account of Oxford, but in that account there is not a single
word to indicate the existence of the University. Yet the

é ! “'ggse Early History of Oxford,” by J. Parker, chap. iv. (Oxford Hist.
oc. 1885).

2 Remains of what is probably the original Saxzon church have been
discovered to the east of the Lady Chapel of the Cathedral by Mr Park
Harrison. Some account of these may be read in the Transactions of the
Oxford Historical and Architectural Society for 1887 (p. 88, seg.).
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statements of the Survey are not without interest to the
student of academic history, for the Church appears to hold
a very prominent position ; out of 297 “ mansions” of
which the owners are recorded, no less than 115 are said to
be the property of ecclesiastics. This fact is important, for
there can be no doubt that the University owed its origin
to the Church.

Around the foundation of Saint Frideswide there gathered
a settlement of wooden houses, from which came in after
times the historic town. Out of the schools which were
attached to the same foundation, there developed by slow
degrees the historic University. The exact date when the
schools became the University cannot be certainly deter-
mined, but there would seem to be good reason for assigning
the reign of Henry II. as the period at which the transition
was accomplished. It is indeed true that Robert Pullus
is said to have lectured on Theology as early as 1133, and
Vacarius on the Civil Law, a few years later, but both the
one and the other were probably ‘either mere teachers in
the royal court, or private tutors under the Canons of St
Frideswide.”! 1In the year 1187, however, at the very end
of Henry IL’s reign, there is definite evidence that the
University was in existence. Giraldus Cambrensis records
how he came to Oxford in that year, and read his new
work on the “ Conquest of Ireland ” to mixed audiences of
citizens and scholars, whom he entertained sumptuously.
In 1187, then, and for some time before, how long is
uncertain, there was an University in Oxford.

But what was an University 1 One of the most distinctive
features of the Middle Age was the tendency to association
which operated in every sphere of life. The existence of
this tendency can be traced in the rise of religious orders,
of orders of chivalry, of municipal corporations, of trade-
guilds, and craft-guilds, and, also, of universities. ~An

1 Lectures on Medimval and Modern History,” by Bishop Stubbs, p,
141. (Clarendon Press, 1886.) P
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University, in fact, was precisely a “scholastic guild,
whether of masters or students.”! A degree was a “license
to teach;” a formal declaration of competence, and a
solemn admission into a society.

The early years of the University were not years of peace.
Indeed, throughout the whole medizval period disturbances
were of frequent occurrence. These disturbances were of
three kinds, as the scholars directed their enmity against
the townsfolk, or against the external powers of Church and
king, or against one another.

The scholars were necessarily brought into close contact
with the citizens of the town where they dwelt : there were
sufficient reasons for rendering that contact the occasion of
quarrel. To begin with, there was the great question of
rent in all ages of the world a source of ill-feeling,
markedly so in medieval Oxford. It must be remembered
that the students were not, so to say, housed by the Uni-
versity in Colleges and Halls, but dwelt in rooms hired from
the townsfolk. These latter fleeced the students, who
retaliated. Hence heartburnings, reprisals, riots. Then
there was the even greater question of jurisdiction. The
University, as has been shown, was essentially ecclesiastical.
The students were all “clerks,” and as such claimed
exemption from the ordinary tribunals. This exemption
was intolerable to the townspeople, who suspected, not
unnaturally, that the riotous student would find more
lenient treatment in the Court of the Chancellor than in
the Court of the Mayor. This question of jurisdiction,
then, was the fruitful source of “ town-and-gown ” commo-
tions, some of which assumed the most serious dimensions.

In 1208? there broke out in Oxford a famous disturb-
ance, which at one time threatened the very existence of its
University, and left its mark on the subsequent relations

1 «+English Historical Review,” No. iv.

p. 644,
2 This account is taken from Matthew Pa.ns, ¢ Chronica Majora,” vol.
fi. p. 625, 59. (Rolls edition.)
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of scholars and citizens, It happened on this wise. A
certain clerk accidentally killed a woman and fled. The
Mayor and townsfolk found the corpse, and at once insti-
tuted an inquiry as to the author of the outrage. They
succeeded in discovering his name and residence. It ap-
peared that he occupied a house in conjunction with two
companions. Thither the Mayor and his followers pro-
ceeded, and when they could not find the guilty clerk, laid
hands on his two guiltless comrades and cast them into

prison. It so happened, unfortunately for the clerks, that

King John then reigned in England, and he was well known
to be an enemy of clerks. Indeed, he was reported to have
remarked, when he heard of the murder of a priest, “ that
he had been relieved of an enemy.” The townsmen of
Oxford, then, were sure to meet with sympathy from King
John. In fact, the King ordered the unhappy students to
be hanged, which order the townsfolk at once carried into
effect. The consternation among the students was immense.
“ When this deed was done,” says the old chronicler, ‘ the
masters and their disciples, to the number of 3000 clerks,
departed forthwith from Oxford, so that not one out of the
whole University remained.” The citizens had triumphed
for the moment ; with victory came repentance. They had
veritably “slain the goose which lay the golden eggs.”
Without the scholars, “ the hope of their gains ” was gone.
They made haste to solicit the return of the exiles. But
that was not easy to secure, for the scholars were greatly
incensed, and demanded hard terms. Years passed before
the final settlement could be arranged.! At last, however,
the Papal Legate, Nicholas of Tusculum, dictated the
terms on which the citizens should be admitted to pardon,
and the University return to Oxford. The townsmen who
let halls to students were to remit half of the rent for two
years ; to pay a sum of fifty-two shillings every year to be
expended on poor scholars ; to feast a hundred poor scholars

1 « Munimenta Academica,” vol. i p. 1, 8. (Rolls Series.)
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every year on St Nicholas” Day on bread, beer, * potage,”
and one dish of fish or flesh ; to swear that they would sell
provisions to the students at a reasonable price, and to sur-
render any clerks, whom they might have occasion to arrest,
to the Bishop of Lincoln or his deputy. These were hard
terms, and they fell with equal severity on guilty and
innocent alike. A further condition was added to mark
the distinction between them. ‘Let all those of you,” says
the Cardinal, “who have confessed and been convicted of
hanging the clerks, come at the bidding of Hugh, Bishop
of Lincoln, as soon as the interdict is released, with bare
feet, without cloaks, and bare-headed, the whole com-
monalty following you, and take up their bodies and bury
them in the cemetery, where the clergy shall appoint.”
This sentence of the Cardinal may be said to have founded
the jurisdiction of the Chancellor, which has ever since been
admitted to extend over the members of the University.
The Chancellor is said to be nominated by the Bishop of
Lincoln, whose immense diocese then stretched from the
Humber to the Thames. It is not without significance that
Oxford was never during the Middle Ages the seat of a
bishop.  The bishops of Lincoln took the greatest interest
in the University, watching over its interests and guarding
its privileges against king, pope, and townspeople with
admirable constancy ; but they could not at such a distance
exercise that dominant influence which was exercised in
the parallel instance of Paris, by the bishop of that city.
The Chancellor of Oxford was at first like the Chancellor
of Paris, the bishop’s official. The Chancellor of Paris!
never became anything else, for the constant presence of
the bishop prevented him from becoming, so to say, de-
tached from the see. The University of Paris found its
natural head in the Rector. ~The Chancellor of Oxford—-
not subject to the influence of a present bishop—identified

1 For the position of the Chancellor of Paris, see an article by the Rev.
H. Rashdall, in the “English Historical Review,” No. iv. p. 639, sg.
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himself increasingly with the University until he came to
be, and to be regarded as its natural head : he was in fact
in Oxford what the Rector was in Paris.

The contests which the students waged against the
townsfolk were not comparable in violence and pertinacity
with those which they waged against one another. In the
Middle Ages provincial feeling was far more intense than
it is to-day. Communications were difficult. The general
tendency of medievalism was towards permanence. That
fruitful source of mutual antipathy, mutual ignorance, was
integral to the age. North countrymen bhated South country-
men, Welshmen detested Englishmen with an enduring
hostility. Oxford University drew together to a common
centre all the various sections of the nation. From all parts
of the country the students flocked thither: bringing with
them to their new home their traditional antipathies, their
local, personal, and political rivalries. Foreigners, also, were
not uncommonly included among the members of the Uni-
versity : though, in this particular, Oxford never seems to
bave at all approximated to the position of Paris, which
formed the intellectual centre of the West. In effect, Eng-
land throughout the Middle Ages, and indeed, more or less
throughout her whole history, has stood very much outside
the community of Europe. This isolation, the inevitable
result of geography and history, has had great results in
many directions, and among them in the direction of her
Academic life. Oxford was, perhaps, less cosmopolitan than
any other first-class University., Yet even so, the divisions
among the students were almost as deep as those which
severed into “ Nations'’ the students of Paris. And thus,
the organization of Paris was adopted as the model on which
to construct the organization of Oxford. The basis of both
was the division into Nations. As Paris had its four Nations
each represented by its rectors, or proctors, so Oxford had
its two Nations, ranged under their respective * proctors.”
The “ Northern Nation ” carried on an incessant feud with
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the “Southern Nation,” in which were included the Welsh
and Irish students. The two proctors into whose hands is
given the charge of the discipline of the modern University
perpetuate the memory of its medieval contests. These
contests were many and serious. Sometimes the royal
power had to be invoked before peace could be restored.
Perhaps the most critical of these civil wars was that
which broke out early in the fourteenth century, and
which left permanent traces on the subsequent history of
the University.

In the year 1333 there happened a great fight between
Northerners and Southerners.! In vain the Chancellor
exerted himself to restore order. The prisons in the castle
were full ; the sheriff was at his wits’ end to find room for
more rioters : and still the disturbance went on. The more
studious members of the University were quite unable to
pursue their studies, and in despair of ever attaining the
tranquillity for which they longed, a number of northern
students resolved to depart from Oxford and seek a home
elsewhere. The place which they selected was Stamford,
already the seat- of flourishing conventual schools. At first
all went well. The exiles received a warm welcome from
the townsfolk of Stamford. Their first act was to address
the King; they declared the reason of their conduct.
Oxford was no place for scholars by reason of its perpetual
commotions. But the University of Oxford had likewise
appealed to the King. The representations of the Univer-
sity were strongly supported by Queen Philippa and the
Bishop of Lincoln. Edward IIL. ordered the schismatic
students to leave Stamford: an order which was only
carried into effect by the employment of positive violence.
The University was thoroughly frightened; and we find
among the obligations imposed upon Masters of Arts at
their inception, a solemn oath never to lecture or read at
Stamford.? It was the last occasion on which the Univer-

1 ¢¢Collectanea” (Oxford Hist. Society), vol. i. part 1.
2 ¢ Munimenta Academica,” vol. ii. p. 375. (Rolls Series.)
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sity found itself face to face with the danger of dispersion.
Already the Colleges were taking a prominent position ;
the ties of material interest which bound the students to
the banks of the Isis were becoming strong enough to resist -
the strain of any internal disturbances. The Umvemt.y, in
fact, was becoming wealthy, and with the Colleges came
better order among the students. The great plague of 1347
did not spare Oxford : the number of members is said to
have been reduced to one-fifth of what it had formerly been.
Then the great struggle with France drew the interest of
Englishmen into another channel, and for many years
Oxford was in comparative quiet.

In the thirteenth century the students of Oxford were
engaged in a famous contest with the Papacy. The origin
of this contest is perhaps to be traced to the intense sym-
pathy which existed between the University and the nation.
It has always been an honourable characteristic of Oxford ]
that it has thrown itself heart and soul into the great
interests which, wisely or madly, have absorbed the atten- -
tion of the English people. In'no period of its history was
that characteristic more marked than in the period of the
Middle Age.

During the reign of Henry III., the Papacy had a
magnificent opportunity of recovering the position in the
affections of Englishmen which the rash conduct of Inno-
cent III. had forfeited. The government was virtually
in the hands of the Papal Legates. They had good
intentions : so far as was possible they were loyal to their
trust, but the time was not propitious. The Papacy was
entering on its fatal contest with Frederick II. It was
indeed a contest

** Where he that winneth, loseth most ; who trophies boasts,
hath none;
Where he who dies, the victor's prize, and he alone,
bath won.”1

1 E. A. Freeman, *“Original Ballads by Living Authors,” published by
Joseph Masters, 1850.
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That most unhappy contest worked evil to the Papacy in
every direction. The need for money to carry on the
“ Crusade ” compelled the popes to fling to the winds all
considerations of rectitude, and to strain every effort to
make full use of every chance in order to wring money
out of the nations of Christendom. Such a chance was
given by the devotion of Henry III, and such was the -
conduct of the legates that throughout England the deepest
indignation was felt a.gainst the Papacy This indignation
found expression in various ways—in the anti-Papalism of
Matthew Paris, and the ballad writers, in the firm resist-
ance to Papal assumptions made by the great Bishop of
Lincoln, Grosseteste—in the organized lawlessness of Robert
Twenge, and also, and not least important, in the conduct of
the students of the University of Oxford. The feelings of
the students found expression in 1238, and as is not infre-
quent, the immediate occasion was sufficiently trivial.l
The legate, Cardinal Otho, visited Oxford, and took up his
residence in Oseney Abbey. Some members of the Uni-
versity took occasion of his visit to address to him certain
petitions. Their reception was anything but courteous.
The doorkeeper, who happened to be a foreigner, refused
them admission. Irritated at the refusal, and strengthened
by the accession of many students who came flocking from
all parts of the city, they made a determined attack on the
door. In the course of the combat, the Legate’s chief cook,
who happened to be his own brother, poured a cauldron of
boiling broth upon the face of an Irish beggar, and was at
once shot dead by a Welsh student. The rest made efforts
to fire the monastery. This decided the Legate, who, cover-
ing himself in his cope, fled into the belfry, and there lay
concealed until help came from Abingdon, where King
Henry was residing. Under the escort of the soldiers, whom

1 Matthew Paris. ‘¢ Chronica Majora,” vol. iii. p. 481. (Rolls Senes)
The:tory is well told by Mr Maxwell Lyte, ¢ History of the University,
p-3
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the King had at once sent to the scene of disorder, the
Legate managed to make his escape, but as he rode away
he could distinguish amid the din, the ominous words,
“ Usurer,” “Simoniac,” “Spoiler,” ‘ Money-grubber,” and
the like. The contest having come to an end, the rioters
had to pay the penalty. They were placed under excom-
munication, and it would have fared ill for the University
if the English bishops had not interfered in its behalf, and
bluntly told the incensed Cardinal that the root of the
mischief was the insolence of his own seryants.

The students of Oxford took the deepest interest in the
great constitutional struggle of Henry IIL’s reign; they
seem to have thrown themselves vigorously into the cause
of the barons, and by consequence they brought down upon
the University the wrath of the King. There is nothing
surprising in this. The constitution of the University was
eminently adapted to develop a love of freedom, for it was
essentially republican. The immense value of this fact
can scarcely be over-stated. Feudalism has had many
admirers ; it is not without attractive features; but at
bottom it was a veritable slave system. It tended to
shrivel away into a dull tyranny of caste. It was a great
thing that there should be in the University of Oxford an
emphatic and perpetual protest against this. The Univer-
sity, then as now, was the centre of the higher education
of the nation. ~Thither came the sons of barons as well as
the students of humbler birth. Within the charmed circle
of the University the servile distinctions of social status
faded into insignificance. There liberty reigned, and, as
inseparable from true liberty, there merit was supreme. It
was in itself a most precious education for the youth of
medizeval England that they should during the most im-
pressionable period of life be brought under the influence
of free ideas, and be enabled to make practical acquaintance
with Liberty. And during the thirteenth century there
was a special reason, apart from these general considera-
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tions, which tended to make the University of Oxford
devoted to the cause of freedom. About the year 1221,
the Dominicans, or Preaching Friars, first took up their
residence in Oxford; and in 1224 they were followed by
the Franciscans, or Mendicant Friars. Both these Orders
were in the first energy of their institution. The force that
had created them was a burning love for men. That all
men are equal before their Maker was a cardinal article of
their faith. Wherever they came they infused into the
Church a freer spirit, the true spirit of Christian democracy.
Their influence was apparent in every direction—in religion,
in art, in science, in politics.

Almost at once they took up a prominent position in
the Universities, and among them, in Oxford. Perhaps
the three most distinguished of English churchmen, cer-
tainly the most famous members of the University of
Oxford during the thirteenth century, were intimately
connected with the Franciscan Order—Robert Grosseteste,
Adam de Marsh, and Roger Bacon. The first was
through a long life a most constant friend to the Uni-
versity, and the recognized leader of the English Church.
Alike against domestic traitors and foreign oppressors,
Grosseteste presented a firm front. None of his contem-
poraries made 8o permanent an impression upon the national
mind. Even after death the belief of Christendom regarded
him as the scourge of a too mundane Pontiff; and though
he was never formally canonized, the devotion of his
countrymen attributed to him all the powers and preroga-
tives of a canonized saint.” Miracles were wrought at his
tomb, and his name was invoked in the prayers of the
faithful. For centuries after his death his authority was
almost absolute in the schools. Adam de Marsh was
regarded in his own day as the glory of the University.
According to the custom of the time he received the title
of the “Illustrious Doctor.” Among his personal friends
were Grosseteste and the great Earl Simon de Montfort, and
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Roger Bacon, whose jndgment of contemporaries is not
usually too kiundly, speaks of him with enthusiasm. In
later times the fame of both the Bishop of Lincoln and of
the great Oxford Doctor has been surpassed by that of their
mutual friend—the friar, Roger Bacon. The wide range
of his studies, the extraordinary audacity of his specula-
tions, his indomitable courage in overcoming obstacles
before which a meaner man would have given way, his
unmerited misfortunes, the long oblivion to which his name
was consigned—all combine to invest the “ Wonderful
Doctor” with a peculiar interest. Without doubt Roger
Bacon was the greatest Oxonian of the Middle Age, and
yet great Oxonians were then numerous.

If the thirteenth century is distinguished in the annals
of Oxford by the glorious trinity of whom mention has been
made, the fourteenth century can boast the names of the
three great schoolmen—John Duns Scotus, William of
Ockham, and John Wycliffe. ~Of these, the latter is better
known as a Church Reformer, *the morning star of the
Reformation.” The life of Wyeliffe brings out very clearly
the intensely national character of the University of which
he was the chief ornament. In taking up the position of
a Church Reformer, he was but giving expression to the
wishes and beliefs of the mass of Englishmen. His doctrinal
views may have been more or less heretical. They were
not thought so important in the fifteenth century as they
are, apparently, in the nineteenth. It was as the exponent
of the national dislike of the Papacy, as the exponent of
the national yearning for greater spirituality in religion,
that Wycliffe gained his great position in the minds and
hearts of his contemporaries. He has been called “ the last
of the Schoolmen,” and with reason ; for after his time the
grand succession of “ Doctors ” ceased. There is a peculiar
fitness in the position of the “ Evangelic Doctor” as the
last of the series. The labours of the Middle Age rendered
possible the Renaissance, of which the most fruitful result
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was the Reformation. Wiycliffe stands midway between
the Middle Age and the Reformatien. With him ends the
greatness of medizval Oxford. The next age was base,
brutal, and sordid : the ‘ darkest hour” which is said to
precede the dawn of day. The entire character of the
University underwent a transformation.

In European history the fifteenth century is memorable
as an age of war : in English history it is the age of Agin-
court and the Wars of the Roses. Yet, while it is true
that battles and sieges crowd the record of the contemporary
writers, it is not less true that the fifteenth century is
important in universal history, not as an age of war, but
as an epoch of transition. Then began, or, to speak more
truly, then became manifest that Revolution, which men
have agreed to call the Renaissance, or New Birth. It was
so indeed ; but it was also, and not less definitely, the
Dissolution, or ending of things. The young life of
modern times springs into existence. Yes, but it springs
out of a grave.

The growing weight of abuses had long crushed to the
earth the higher life of individuals and institutions, and
paralyzed their energies. Over the face of the West the
shadows had been deepening slowly but surely. Yet, before
the great faith of the Middle Age expired beneath that
insupportable burden, before yet the deep night fell over
Europe, there was a brief moment of energy, a convulsive
effort, an exertion of despair, to avert the ruin and the gloom.

The fifteenth century opens with a supreme attempt to
reform the Church from within. That attempt originated
in the Universities ; and from the first its strength and its
weakness may be deduced from the fact. The University
of Paris, in particular, made the greatest exertions to bring
to a successful issue this attempt at Reformation. Oxford,
it must be admitted, stood aside and played a subordinate
part, though representatives from the University sat in the
Councils of Pisa /1409) and Constance (1415).
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It is no matter for surprise that the English representa-
tives at Constance showed less zeal for the extirpation of
heresy than for the Reformation of the Church. They
were in some sense under an obligation to justify, or at
least explain, the evil prominence of their country in the
matter of heresy. The Hussite doctrine had been drawn
from the teaching of Wycliffe, and was, indeed, the most
interesting and important result of the political connection
established between England and Bohemia, during the reign
of Richard IT. The fathers of Constance recognised in the
English Reformer, the first author of the heresy against
which they had to contend.! They accordingly condemned
him as “ the leader and chief of the heretics of the time,”
and pronounced a multitude of propositions extracted from
his works to be heretical.

The Wycliffite doctrines had held their ground in Oxford
with great pertinacity. The struggle for their suppression
bad taken the form of a struggle on the part of the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury to assert his authority over the
University. The primate was supported by the King,
Henry IV, ; and in the year 1411 he was victorious alike
over heretics and rebels. The writings of the Reformer
were proscribed.

In the year 1420, King Henry V.—himself, if we may
believe a very well supported tradition, an Oxford man—
put forth certain ordinances for the better government of
the University. The lawlessness of the students had been
very prominent during the years immediately preceding
these ordinances, and the University authorities were ob-
viously unable to deal effectually with it.? The King now
required all students and servants of students to swear,
on their first arrival in Oxford, to observe the statutes
enacted for tho peace of the University. “ Also, that all
scholars and their servants be under the government of

1 Creighton, ¢ History of the Papacy,” vol. i p. 340-L
2+ Mun. Acad. " p. 8.9, 4 o
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Principals, able and prudent men, lawfully approved and
admitted by the Chancellor and Regents, and that on no
account they have their chambers in the houses of laymen,
under penalty, first, of loss of privileges; secondly, of im-
prisonment ; and, if their contumacy increase, of banish-
ment fitly following on disobedience.” There are other
regulations tending in the same direction, but this is by
far the most important of all. Twelve years later—that is,
in 14321—the University supplemented this legislation of
Henry V., by enacting “ That all scholars of the University
dwell in a hall or college of the University, where commons
are provided, on pain of imprisonment.” Townsfolk, how-
ever, were permitted to lodge students by permission of the
Chancellor. These statutes may be said to have worked a
revolution in the character of the University. Henceforward
the monopoly of the Colleges and Halls would be secure for
centuries. The University would fade into insignificance
before the Colleges. There was both gain and loss in this.
It was, doubtless, the means of securing better discipline
in the University. After 1432 there was much disorder in
Oxford, but nothing that could compare with the great riots
of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. But, as seems
to be almost invariably the case, order was purchased by a
loss of liberty. The contracting process formally begun in
1420, continued until the University of Oxford shrank
into a high-class school. 'Within quite recent times the
University has made persistent, and, to some extent,
successful efforts to regain its national position; and the
tendency of the age is entirely in the direction of expansion.

If in this matter the fifteenth century was the beginning
of a long insignificance for the University as distinct from
the Colleges, in another matter it was a very famous epoch
of academic history. The great buildings of the University
—+the Divinity School and the public library—then came
into existence ; and the church of St Mary the Virgin was

1 ¢ Mun. Acad.” p. 320.
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rebuilt almost from the foundations. The famous collection
of books, which has been named after a later benefactor
the Bodleian library, began to be formed in the fifteenth
century, through the liberality of Humphrey, Duke of
Gloucester, whose name heads the list of founders and
benefactors for whom the University returns thanks to God
on certain public occasions.

The University, for the most part, held aloof from the
great dynastic struggle. It seems to have adopted the
inglorious neutrality which waits the issue of the contest,
and applauds the winner. No doubt, as the result of the
disorder of the time, the Chancellor now ceased to be a
resident academic official, and became, what he has ever
since remained, a non-resident, powerful patron. It is well
known that the modern Chancellor performs all his duties
through the medium of a Vice-Chancellor, appointed by
rotation from the Heads of Houses.

The Renaissance necessarily affected Oxford. It was
natural that the new zeal for learning which glowed in the
hearts of men should draw them to the historic home of
learning. Thus the University experienced, not only an
internal revolution, which made much obsolete that had
been taught, and taught much that was novel and of
different tendency, but also the Renaissance drew the
University into new prominence, endowed it with great
possessions, and secured for it the patronage and effort of
great men.

Italy was the centre of the Renaissance. From that
country the movement spread gradually over the rest of
Europe. To Italy English students found their way in
search of the “ new learning.” Among such students none
are more celebrated than Grocyne and Linacre. The first was
a Fellow of New College, who went to Italy early in the
reign of Henry VII, and studied Greek at Florence. On
his return in 1491, he hired a room in Exeter College,
and taught Greek to the Oxford students, being the first

B
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Englishman who did so. Linacre, a Fellow of All Souls
College, also studied at Florence. On his return to England
he taught medicine, and became physician to Henry VIIL
These men paved the way for the ardent baud of students
who are known as the “ Oxford Reformers.” In 1496,
John Colet began his lectures on St Paul’s Epistles. Two
years later Erasmus came to Oxford to learn Greek. Sir
Thomas More, also an Oxonian, became the confidential
friend of both. These men believed in the possibility of a
Reformation of the Church from within. They, in the six-
teenth century, perpetuated the great ambition of Gerson
and his followers at Paris in the fifteenth. It was through
no fault of their own that failure waited on their effort.

Thomas Wolsey, the great Cardinal Archbishop of York,
stands out from the multitude of memorable individuals
whose labours have left their mark on Oxford, as at once
the greatest and the most unfortunate.

‘¢ He was most princely : ever witness for him
Those twins of learning, that he rais’d in you,
Ipswich and Oxford! One of which fell with him,
Unwilling to outlive the good that did it:

The other, though unfinished, yet so famous,
8o excellent in art, and still so rising,
That Christendom shall ever speak his virtue.”

Thus the great poet perpetuates, as he alone could, the
glories of the Cardinal as a “ Founder ;” and the witness
of Shakespeare may not unreasonably be regarded as more
than counterbalancing the unwilling ingratitude of the
University. It is not, however, as the true Founder of
“ Christ Church” that Wolsey most deeply affected the
life of sixteenth-century Oxford. In 1523, while yet his
influence with the King had not begun to wane, he procured
a grant of extensive liberties for the Universityl “Its
clauses were so sweeping that every right possessed by

1 “Records of the City of Oxford, 1500-1583” (J. Parker, 1880),
p. 33.
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the town of Oxford was repealed, so far as the University
and privileged persons were concerned, and the University
was by it empowered to enter into competition with the
town, both in trade and government.” The comparative
quiet which had reigned in Oxford for nearly half a cen-
tury was at once exchanged for a vehement and protracted
struggle. The town found an able champion in the persou
of the Mayor, Michael Hethe, When the three * Bedylls "
summoned him to appear before the Deputy-Commissary
of the University in St Mary’s, he returned a vigorous
answer.! “ The said Mayor then demanded the messengers
what was the cause, and they answered that they could not
tell, and then the said Michael Hethe said unto the said
messengers, ‘ Recommend me to your master and show
him I am here in this town, the King’s Grace’s lieutenant,
for lack of a better, and I know no cause why I should ap-
pear before him ; I know him not for my ordinary : if there
be any cause between the University and the town, I will
be glad to meet him at a place convenient : which was as-
signed by my lord”” The courageous Mayor was forth-
with excommunicated ; and the sentence was ordered to be
published in all the parish churches of the town, because
when the curate of St Ebbe’s (the Mayor’s parish church)
proceeded to read the sentence? *the said Michael com-
pellid hym to putt of his surplesse, and to departe owt
the churche, or ells he wold have bett or myschevyd hym,
as he thretenyd the said curate so to doo.” Ultimately,
however, the Mayor had to sue for absolution, which was
granted on very insufficient evidence of penitence. The
contest between the Town and the University continued
until 1642, when it was referred to arbitrators, whose
decision decided the University to petition for the repeal
of Wolsey’s charter. Even this measure, however, does
not seem to have restored peace to Oxford; and for many
years the relations between the University and the Town
were the reverse of friendly.

1 ¢ Records of the City of Oxford, 1609-1583,” p. 79. 3 Ibid. p. 82
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The University comes into contact with the general
history of the Reformation when the King demands from
it an opinion on the famous Divorce question. It is
creditable to the independence of the Renaissance Oxonians
that Henry VIII. had to exert himself in order to get what
he wanted. The royal letters are an interesting commen-
tary on the whole proceeding. The King requires the
University to “ accommodate itself to the mere truth as it
becometh true subjects to do; assuring it that those who
do, shall be esteemed and set forth, and the contrary
neglected and little set by.” In a second letter he signifi-
cantly reminds the University that “ non est bonum irritare
crabrones "—“ It is not well to irritate hornets;” and in
another epistle he practically commands the University to
override the opinion of the majority, if it be adverse to the
divorce. The trusty members of the University are to “so
order and accommodate the fashion, and passing such things
as should proceed from that University in this case, as the
number of the private suffrages given without reason,
prevail not against the heads, rulers, said sage Fathers, to
the detriment, hindrance, and inconvenience of the whole.”
The King’s exertions were after all only partially success-
ful ; for when the University had with so much difficulty
been induced to give an opinion, it was careful to append
a condition, which went far to render it useless to the
King. And this decision was declared by many to be the
act of a minority.

The destruction of the monasteries must have seriously
affected the University of Oxford. Itself the creation of
monasticism, and in form and spirit deeply permeated with
the monastic idea, it could not but be intimately bound up
with the fortunes of the English monks. Indeed it seemed
at first as if the colleges would follow the monasteries to
the same destruction, and the great ruin would include in
its operation the Universities themselves. Perhaps the
eccentric personality of the great King alone averted so
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great a catastrophe. ‘I tell you, sirs,” he replied to the
hungry courtiers who would urge him to lay hands on aca-
demic endowments, * that I judge no land in England better
bestowed than that which is given to our Universities.”

The reign of Edward VI. was a period of calamity for
the University. The horde of pirates and fanatics which
overran England, seizing the reins of government, and
bringing the realm almost to destruction, was nowhere
more disastrously active than at Oxford. Everywhere the
destroyer was set to work. Among the numerous acts of
outrage, none was more reckless and lamentable than that
which wrecked the reredos of All Souls College. The
college historian® has related, with astonishing self-suppres-
sion, how ‘“every one of its fifty statues and eighty-six
statuettes was thrown down, and broken to pieces; while
the projecting portions of the structure were chipped away
till the whole was left a ruin.”

It was not without a certain melancholy fitness that
Oxford, in the next reign, was the scene of a great tragedy.
The burning of the three bishops—Cranmer, Ridley, and
Latimer—is certainly the most remarkable event of Mary’s
reign. The fair, tall cross which modern piety has erected
still perpetuates the memory of these Oxford martyrs. 1In
1557, Cardinal Pole held a visitation of the Universities.?
It was the last time that a representative of the Papal
Power should exercise authority over an English University.
The character of the visitation was not without significance.
The Cardinal’s visitors “went over all the colleges, and
burnt all the English bibles, with such other heretical
books as could be found. Then they made a process against
the body of Peter Martyr's wife that lay buried in one of
the churches; but she being a foreigner that understood
no English, they could not find witnesses that had heard
her utter any heretical points ; so they gave advertisement

1 Burrows’ ¢ Worthies of All Souls,” p. 68.
3 Burnet's ‘ History of the Reformation,” part ii. book 2.
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of this to the cardinal, who thereupon writ back, that since
it was notoriously known that she had been a nun, and
had married contrary to her vow, therefore her body was
to be taken up, and buried in a dunghill, as a person dying
under excommunication.” In this ignoble exhibition of
impotent bigotry ended the long connection between the
University of Oxford and the Roman Papacy, a termination
at once unworthy and characteristic, painful and eminently
instructive.

The history of the University under Queen Elizabeth
was comparatively uneventful. The long tenure of the
Chancellorship by Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester, could
not be to the advantage of learning. Yet he performed an
useful service to the University in 1571, when his influence
caused an Act of Parliament to be passed incorporating the
“ chancellor, masters, and scholars.” Thenceforward the
continuity of academic life was not threatened by the
accession of every new sovereign, from whom confirmation
of the charter would have to be secured. Leicester exerted
his very considerable powers as Chancellor to establish
Puritanism in Oxford, and the energy with which every
evidence of independence was noted and suppressed, went
far to explain the intellectual insignificance of Elizabethan
Oxford. The great Queen twice visited the University, in
1566 and in 1592, and on both occasions showed, with
rardonable pride, her rare knowledge of the Greek and

tin languages.

The most important result of Elizabeth’s reign was the
imposition upon the University of the Thirty-Nine Articles
and the Royal Supremacy, subscription to which was
required from every student above sixteen years old.
“ Thenceforth the University of Oxford, once open to
all Christendom, was narrowed into an exclusively Church
of England institution, and became the favourite arena of
Anglican controversy, developing more and more that
special character, at once worldly and clerical, which it
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shares with Cambridge alone among the Universities of
Europe.”!

The House of Stuart was ever friendly to the Univer-
sities ; and at no period of its history, perhaps, was Oxford
at once so learned, so orderly, and so loyal as under the
government of the unfortunate Charles. To the period of
Stuart rule are to be ascribed the right of the University
to send representatives to sit in parliament, and that great
code of statutes known as Laudian or Caroline.

Archbishop Laud held the office of Chancellor from 1630
to 1641 ; that is, for a period of eleven years. During
that time he worked many changes in the government and
studies of the University. For more than two centuries
his influence was paramount in Oxford ; and, on the whole,
his influence was good. Oxford rightly regards the name
of Laud with gratitude and veneration. The hard times
which came so soon upon the University caused his govern-
ment to wear the aspect of an Age of Gold. Oxford became
the head-quarters of the King : for a while it was the centre
of a brilliant court. “ Wit, learning, and religion joined
hand in hand, as in some grotesque and brilliant masque.”?
This brilliance, however, was misleading and transitory.
The presence of Charles involved an almost total cessation
of study, while his necessities stripped the Colleges of their
plate, and converted it into coin.

The defeat of the King brought ruin upon his supporters;
and nowhere had loyalty been more conspicuous and un-
selfish than among the students of Oxford University. It
is not surprising, therefore, that the years of Republican
government were a time of great misery to the University.

Indeed, a general ejection was, under the circumstances,
inevitable, and, as a matter of fact, no less than ten heads
of colleges and most of the professors were summarily

! Brodrick, * University of Oxford,”

2 See the very brilliant picture of Oxford during the King's residence
in John Inglesant, oh. ix.
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removed from their posts. Successive “ Boards of Visitors”
tyrannized over the unhappy University. The office of
Chancellor was, in 1650, bestowed on Cromwell himself.
It is but just to state that the Protector was no enemy to
the University as a seat of learning, and, as Chancellor, he
presented the University with a collection of manuscripts.

With the Restoration came better times. Oxford again
was enthusiastically loyal. Once more the University drew
close the ties which bound it to the National Church. In
1681, the last Parliament of Charles IL’s reign was held
at Oxford, and came to an end by a dissolution so sudden
and unexpected as to be almost dramatic. It was the last
Parliament ever held in the University City.

Under James II., the history of the University, perhaps
for the last time, becomes a leading element in the history
of the nation. The attempt of the infatuated monarch to
override the elective rights of an Oxford-College, was not
the least insignificant factor in his downfall. For the
moment, loyalty to the Church triumphed over loyalty to
the King, and the University welcomed the Prince of
Orange as a National Deliverer. Before long, however,
the natural tendency reasserted itself, and Oxford became
strongly Jacobite. Indeed, the feelings of the students
were so strongly on the side of the Pretender, that the
Government deemed it prudent to quarter soldiers in the
town during the critical year 1715,

The eighteenth century was a very inglorious epoch of
academic history. The unsparing denunciation of the great
historian, Gibbon, seems to have been merited. As a national
institution, in the true sense of the phrase, the University
had practically ceased to exist. One fact, however, redeems
the history from insignificance, and reasserts the ancient
importance of Oxford. That fact is the Wesleyan move-
ment. Whitfield and the Wesleys were all Oxford men : the
religious revolution of which they were the leaders had its
origin in Oxford ; and rightly, for the traditions of Oxford
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were the traditions of an academic Iona. Tn the fourteenth
century, the poor preachers of Wycliffe had gone forth from
Oxford to work through the country. In the sixteenth cen-
tury, the followers of Erasmus had from Oxford called men
to the unnatural toils of unselfish reformation. And in the
eighteenth it is once more from Oxford that a new Church
movement makes its influence felt through the length and
breadth of the land

The nineteenth century presents in every way a contrast
to its predecessor ; instead of stagnation we have constant
change, instead of apathy an almost feverish activity, while
Oxford has passed from comparative obscurity into being
one of the centres of English life, This transformation is
connected especially with three causes—the introduction of
the present system of examinations, the *Oxford move-
ment,” and the interference of Parliament by the Act of
1854 and the Commission of 1877, which have between
them revolutionised the University. The arrangements of
the “pious founders” of the Colleges have largely dis-
appeared, the Laudian statutes have disappeared too, and
almost unknown to itself the present generation has been
living through the greatest changes which Oxford has seen
in its long career.

The examination system begins with the century, and
since 1805 has been conducted on the principle which still
controls our examinations, i.e., names are arranged alpha-
betically in the class lists, instead of, as was at first done,
and as has been the rule at Cambridge, in order of merit.

In the same year a separate honour school of mathe-
matics was established along side that of Literae Humaniores,
Down to the middle of the century these two schools had
the field to themselves, and it was in them that Oxford
men gained the training and the reputation which has
made an Oxford “first-class” to be still a coveted mark of
distinction. But about 1850 the whole system was modi-
fied ; two other final schools were established in law and
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modern history, and in natural science, while a ¢ first public
examination,” now familiarly known as “ Mods,” was intro-
duced in the middle of a man’s course.

Since then other new honour subjects have been intro-
duced, the range of pass subjects has been increased, and
teaching directly for the schools” has been developed.
The result is that the Oxford examination statutes are a
study in themselves from their complexity, while the interest
taken in the results of the examinations is well shown by
the fact that the most magnificent and characteristic build-
ing of modern Oxford is the new examination schools in
the High Street. Whatever other results the examination
system has had, it has at anyrate greatly increased the
average amount of work done in Oxford.

The movement which produced the examination system
was part of the great Liberal movement which began so
powerfully to affect all English life at the beginning of
the century: but in Oxford its influence was even more
important indirectly than directly. It was the alarm caused
by the rapid changes which had taken place, and which
were threatened in Church and State, that led to the
“ Oxford Movement” properly so called, the starting-point
of which may well be considered to have been Mr Keble’s
sermon before the University on ¢ National Apostasy,”
delivered at St Mary’s in 1833. Not that the Oxford
movement was a merely negative one; had it been so, it
would never have influenced English life as it has done ;
its strength lay in its reassertion of the Catholic character
of the Church of England. It would of course be out of
place and impossible to discuss its merits or its results
here; but it has affected the life of the University pro-
foundly : Oxford, thanks to the influence of the Tractarians,
and still more to that of Dr Pusey, has become once more a
sort of sacred city to the Anglican Church, towards which,
from all parts of the English-speaking world, those who value
highly tradition and antiquity naturally look as to a centre
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of light and leading. It is mainly in this wider interest
that the difference lies between the *“ High and Dry”
theology of the last century and its modern development :
the latter, like the former, is academic in origin; but it is
full of activity and zeal, affecting every part of English
life, and uniting it in common interests and common aims.

It is, however, since the middle of the century that the
greatest changes have taken place in Oxford ; and these are
especially connected with outside interference. The Royal
Commission of Inquiry of 1850 marks the real beginning
of modern Oxford ; down to that time the original statutes
of the founders had on the whole remained in force in the
colleges, though they had been modified in certain places:
Oriel, for instance, had thrown open its fellowships to the
whole University, with the result that during the first half
of the century, that college attracted to itself a considerable
number of the most distinguished men in Oxford; and
Balliol had introduced the same policy as to its scholarships,
thus making them the much-coveted “blue ribbon” of a
school career. But now changes were carried out uniformly
through the whole University ; the most important of them
were the following—

(1.) The clerical restriction was relaxed in a certain
number of cases for fellows and tutors, though it continued
to be the more frequent rule that Holy Orders was a neces-
sary condition for holding these posts. Assent to the liturgy,
too, was still required from all candidates for the M.A.
degree.

(2.) Much more important was the removal of the condi-
tions under which the scholarships and fellowships had been
tenable. The majority of these previously were confined
to certain localities. In future all were thrown open
to competition.! It may be noted in passing that this,
though an improvement on the whole, has not been without

1 It should be added that this removal of restrictions produced much less
difference in the standard of competition than might have been expectod.
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its disadvantages. TUnder the old system of restricted
competition the local candidate not unfrequently was a poor
man, who thus obtained his chance: under the system of
open competition everything tends to fall to those whose
position has already enabled them to get a good education
at school. {

(8.) The government of the University was altered.
Hitherto the Hebdomadal Board, to which all power of
initiation belonged, had been composed of the heads of
Colleges : henceforth, besides the Vice-Chancellor and Proc-
tors who sat ex officio, it was to consist of eighteen elected
members, taken in equal proportion from the heads of
colleges, the professors, and the whole body of graduates.

(4.) The congregation of the University, consisting of all
resident doctors and masters, became a vigorous body, with
full powers to discuss and to amend the proposals submitted
to it by the Hebdomadal Council. Before this time Con-
vocation was confined to the use of Latin in its debates,
and could only accept or reject proposals, without the power
to modify them.

Along with the changes of the Commission another in-
fluence was at work, to which, perhaps, more than to any
other cause, the transformation of Oxford is indirectly due—
direct railway communication was opened between Oxford
and London in 1844, and since that time Oxford has become
more and more a “residential ” place. The new quarter of
villas which lies to the north of Oxford was begun about
1860, and with it Oxford society has taken a new form.

It was as giving expression to this that the changes of
the last Commission are perhaps most important. These,
to put them as shortly as possible, were—

(1.) It abolished the requirement of holy orders for all
college posts (with the exception of one or two special ones,
which exist in most of the colleges).

(2.) It permitted the mairiage of fellows and tutors.
This innovation had been introduced in one or two instances
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before : now it became the rule, though the conditions vary
from college to college.

(8.) Fellowships, instead of being all alike held for life,
became of two kinds. Those engaged in tuition received
official fellowships, tenable for ten years, and admitting of
re-election. Hence the position of tutor has become, as a
rule, a permanent one, instead of being held (as was often
the case before) only as a stepping-stone to work elsewhere
in some definite profession. On the other hand, those who
do not wish to take part in college work are elected for
seven years only, but during this tenure of office they are
practically free from all obligations to the college, can
reside or not as they please, and devote themselves to
whatever profession they choose.

(4.) An attempt was made, by founding new professor-
ghips and readerships,! mainly out of the college funds, to
make the teaching of the University less collegiate in
character. [t is as yet too early to say how this will work,
but at present, it must be added, very little effect seems to
have been produced.

Between the times of the two commissions all the old
foundations of the University (i.e, all the colleges but
Hertford and Keble) were thrown open to Nonconformists
by Mr Gladstone’s Universities’ Tests Act of 1871.

Side by side with these official changes imposed on her
from outside, the University has developed within. There
has been an almost complete disappearance of the * don-
nishness” which once marked the relations of tutors to
pupils. The innovations which Mr Hughes describes in
“Tom Brown at Oxford,” as being introduced at St
Ambrose” by the reforming Fellow, Hardy, are now
everywhere the rule; the old schoolboy jealousy of those
in authority is gone, and freedom of intercourse between
teachers and taught is based on the sure basis of common
interest in all sides of college life. Women’s Halls have

1 This change had been partially introduced by the Act of 1854.
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been started, and their inmates permitted to share our
examinations and lectures. Students have been admitted
not belonging to any college ; the old rule of three years’
necessary residence in college rooms has been done away
with, with the result of a great increase of disproportion
in size among colleges. University discipline has been
relaxed ; the schoolboy punishments of old days have been
discontinued, and men appear in the streets in a dress
which is almost as far removed from decency as it is from
the stiff primness of their grandsires. These changes are
especially seen in relation to the athletic movement, which
is so marked a feature in our own time, and in which
Oxford has taken so great a part.

The growth of colleges and the new modes of life have
found their outward expression in -such an increase of
buildings as Oxford has never witnessed during any
previous period of similar length; within the last twenty
years more than half the colleges have definitely added
to their fabrics, even though mere restorations or repairs
are not included in the calculation.

‘Without, as within, there has been change and expansion;
whether these are judged to be for the better or for the
worse will depend on the temper and taste of him who gives
the judgment. This certainly may be said, that in spite of
mistakes, the University to-day has recovered the position
which it lost at the beginning of the eighteenth century;
so far, at least, as was possible under the changed condi-
tions. Oxford can never be national in quite the same way
as the medieval University ; for it is no longer the sole
centre of the higher education of the nation. New Uni-
versities have come into existence; provincial colleges
satisfy many wants which in the ancient days could only be
satisfied at the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge.
These have, and always will have, an honourable preced-
ence over all rivals. This, at least, their long and, on the
whole, creditable history will secure to them. Oxford, it



OXFORD IN THE PAST. 31

may be permitted to believe, will still, in the centuries to
come, be able to inspire to high deeds of self-sacrifice and
brave endeavour. The spirit which lit the flame of effort
in Grosseteste and Wycliffe, in More and Wesley, which in
our own day has been to the Church a regenerating force,
and to the nation the call to the higher life—that spirit
will remain to Oxford its peculiar and historic possession.

H. H. H.

and J. W,

Note.—The statute admitting Unattached Students (now called Non-
Collegiate Students) to the University was passed in 1868.)



Cmarprer II
OXFORD IN THE PRESENT.

THE last chapter has described the history of the

University of Oxford in the past; the object of
this one is to describe the University as it at present
exists, the special features in which it differs from other
institutions bearing the same name, its method of govern-
ment, the work it is doing, and the general character of its
results. The various departments of University life and
teaching will be dealt with afterwards, but there are a
number of common features which must almost be taken
for granted in the special chapters, and which may well be
stated separately. I am conscious that such a chapter as
this must almost necessarily be a failure. To Oxford men
its statements will seem too obvious to be worth putting
down, and too general to be accurate, while to those who
have not been at Oxford it must often seem obscure. But
it is not written for the former class, and, for the latter, I
hope it may be of some use in spite of its shortness. I
cannot help thinking that the number of those who, without
» belonging to the University, wish to know something about
it as it is at present, is a large one.

The characteristic feature of Oxford as a University is
clearly reflected in its outward appearance. The visitor is
shown the buildings of college after college, the Bodleian
Library, the Schools, but when he asks, “Where is the
University 7” there is nothing to show him. University
buildings there are for special purposes, but no central one
to which the name itself can be applied. And this is the
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exact expression of the real facts of the case. An Oxford
man is a member of some body, which forma part of the
University : he cannot belong to the University without
Lelonging to such a body, and it is because he is a member
of this smaller body that he is a member of the University.
Each of these smaller corporations or colleges is inde-
pendent ; it is governed by its own fellows, who fill up
vacancies in their number by co-optation, and elect their
own head, and it owns and manages its corporate property.
It exacts what conditions of entrance it pleases from its
members ; after admitting them, it presents them to the
University, which accepts them without further question :
but on the whole, the colleges are very similar in their rules
and management, and there is much less variety of position
among the members of the different institutions than the
above statements might be taken to imply.

The University, however, is more than the mere sum of
its parts; it has its own special apparatus for teaching, its
libraries, its museums to which all its members are ad-
mitted. If I may illustrate by a familiar comparison, I
should say that Oxford is a federal republic of colleges : as
every citizen of the United States is a citizen of some
special state, so every Oxford man.is a member of some
college ; and the Bodleian Library of Oxford and the
University Chest ! may be compared with the institutions of
Washington, which are not the property of any one state,
but coramon to the members of all the states.

It may be objected that in the above I have taken no
account of the non-collegiate students—i.e., those who
belong to no college; but during the thirty years since
such students were admitted to the University, they have
tended more and more to approximate to the position of a

1 This name for the Treasury dates from the earliest times. No doubt
originally the sums at the dispoeal of the University were kept locked up
as safely as possible ; and a curious old painted chest is still kept in the

University offices, though its duty bas long been transferred to a banking
aocount.

C
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college, and that is what they really are at the present
time, though without special buildings for residence.!

It is to the paramount influence of the colleges that the
main features of the peculiar development of Oxford as a
University may be traced. These institutions of course
were found in other places, and have still survived in some,
both in Scotland—e.g., at St Andrews—and on the Contin-
ent at Louvain; but the English Universities are peculiar
in the fact that in them the influence of the colleges became
all-important : this is largely the case still, although io a
much less extent owing to the changes of the last half cen-

~tury. Hence the importance attached to * residence” in
the English Universities : no man can proceed to his B.A.
\7 degree till he has resided twelve terms (z.e., three years),
and this residence is certified by the head of the institution
_to which he belongs. In addition to this he has of course
to pass the public examinations of the University ; but
success in these is of no avail unless he has “resided.”
This is the cause of the lack of hospitality on- the part of.
English Universities which is complained of by foreign
graduates : terms spent at Cambridge or Dublin may be
counted towards the Oxford degree, for these Universities
also are collegiate; but the most distinguished graduate
of Harvard or Berlin has to satisfy the same requirements
of residence as the youngest freshman just up from school.
This inhospitality may well be deplored, but its cause must
be frankly recognised.?

To the same cause is due in part the importance of
examinations at Oxford. In Scotland, on the Continent
of Europe, and in America, the University itself is the
teaching body, and has its professors in all the various
faculties. Hence a student’s attendance at lectures is con-

1This is even more the case now that the University has built, near the
Examination Schools, a library and lecture rooms for their use.

2 An attempt, however, is now being made in the new statute as to
Research Degrees to give some recognition to graduates of other bodies
(see the note on p. 50).
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sidered side by side with his examinations, and he can only
proceed to his degree after obtaining certificates of such
attendance on a certain number of courses of lectures. In
Oxford there is none of this; so far as his degree is con-
cerned, & man need not have attended a single lecture. The
result of this arrangement naturally is that the strain of the
examinations, especially of the final ones, is much increased.

But, as was said above, the collegiate system is no longer
so all-powerful in Oxford as it was. It is within the
memory of living men, and these only middle-aged, that all
the teaching of a student was done within the walls of his
own college: the result was naturally a great waste of
labour, in the needless multiplication of lectures. Now all
the colleges combine for their public (Honour) teaching, and
an undergraduate of one is admitted to the lectures of all.
This system has grown up gradually, and is not yet properly
organised ; for every college still arranges its lectures
largely to suit its own staff’ of teachers or the needs of its
students ; but the list published terminally of the lectures
given at all colleges marks a great step towards economy
of labour, and in its development lies one of the best
prospects for good work being done by the teaching staff
of Oxford.

In another respect also, the old system of teaching has
been very much altered. It was obviously impossible that
Natural Science, with the expensive plant and laboratories
which it requires, could be taught successfully in twenty
different places at once: hence from the very first intro-
duction of the subject at Oxford, now nearly fifty years
ago, its teaching has been in the hands of university
officials.! The same is very largely true of the Law School,
and to some extent of that of Theology.

It still remains the fact, however, that it is in his college
that a man’s university life centres: within its walls he

' It may be noted in passing that this is probably one of the chief reasons
why Science has made so littﬁ way in Oxford. .
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receives much of his public teaching, and all the individual
tuition which, in the way of essays, papers, and oral
instruction, is even more important. 'With it are connected
his social and athletic ties, and to it the majority of his
friends, as a rule, belong. Hence it is to his college that
a man’s thoughts especially go back when he has left the
University.

But it is not with the life of the individual so much as
with Oxford as a whole, that we have here to do ; and
hence it is of the University, not of the separate colleges,
that we must now speak more in detail. ~Within its pro-
vince falls the regulation of a student’s studies and his
examinations, and it is with regard to these questions, and
such as these, that a University comes especially before
public notice. It may be well to begin by describing its
method of government. In theory this rests ultimately
with all the M.A.s who have kept their names on the
books:! no change can be made in its arrangements till it
has been submitted to them. They are divided into two
bodies ; Congregation—i.e., all those residing in Oxford,
and Convocation—.c., the whole number of graduates,
resident or non-resident. To each of these bodies a pro-
posed change is submitted ; and, as might be expected, the
non-resident element is often less desirous of change than
the resident, and sometimes overrides the wishes of the
latter. But this can hardly be found fault with, if it is
remembered that the University of Oxford is much more
than a mere teaching body. It is one of the institutions
¢ of England, and its work is social and religious as well
as educational. But a still greater obstacle to change in
Oxford lies in another part of its constitution. It is in

1 It is a great pity that this restriction exists. The result of it is that
from a half to two-thirds of the graduates of Oxford lose all formal con-
nection with their Alma Mater. The system of London, or of the Ameri-
can Universities, is much preferable, by which the name of a graduate
remains on the books, witgout money payment at all, But, as will be

seen later, there seem insuperable financial difficulties in allowing this
privilege at Oxford.
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some respects an intellectual oligarchy ; and its government
may be said to be vested in the Hebdomadal Council. This
consists of eighteen elected and three official members, and
without the consent of a majority of it no new measure can
be even discussed officially: since two-thirds at least of it
must be selected from the heads of houses and professors—
t.e., from graduates, in all probability, of some considerable
age, and so somewhat conservative in feeling, and since a
seat in Council is held for six years, it is some time before
any movement for change in Oxford can sufficiently assert
itself to come within the range of possibility.

The Executive of the University which is thus governed,
is formed by the Vice-Chancellor and the two Proctors ; the
powers of these officials are so important, that a word
must be said as to them. The former office is held in
rotation for periods of four years by the heads of colleges ;
the latter is elected to by the colleges annually. Bat the
real importance of the proctorship, as the University Ex-
ecutive, is obscured by the fact that its holders are also
the disciplinary officers of the University, and as such have
control of the streets, and are charged with the suppression
of disturbances. It is in this capacity that they especially
come before the public, both inside and outside the Univer-
sity, and form the centre of a large class of the stories
which Oxford is never weary of telling and hearing.

Although most of the invidious marks of superiority,
which were the traces left of the long struggle between
University and city, have been swept away during this
century, yet the former is still a privileged corporation, of
which the members can claim to be tried, and actunlly are
tried, before their own courts, while its clnef officer is also
a magistrate, and is vested with special powers for the
maintenance of order and discipline in the city—e.g., no
public entertainment can be held without his consent. The
retention of these powers and privileges is of course much
attacked by the enemies of the University : into the rights

L
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and wrongs of the case it would be out of place to enter
here ; but it is admitted that the practical working of the
present system is open to little objection, and that the
streets of Oxford will favourably compare in order and
decency with those of most towns. Such a result may
fairly be claimed as justifying the retention even of an
anomaly.

It would be impossible and useless to go into detail as to
the machinery by which the educational work of Oxford is
controlled. It is sufficient to say that, subject always to
the control of the bodies before mentioned, the regulation of
subjects of study and the appointment of examiners is
vested directly or indirectly in the members of the various
teaching faculties ;! these in their turn are appointed by the
various colleges, except the Professors and Readers, who owe
their position in most cases to small boards of nominators.

Before speaking, however, of the work done by the Uni-
versity which is thus organised and constituted, it is
necessary to dwell shortly upon a misconception which is
most prevalent. The University of Oxford is frequently
spoken of as the wealthiest educational body in the world ;
yet it is shown by the last published accounts (those of
1897) that the net income of the University (as distin-
guished from the Colleges) from estates and investments,
including those belonging to trust funds, and appropriated
for special purposes, is about £21,000 a year. The
remaining income of £40,000 (speaking roughly) which is
shown in the University accounts, is derived in part from
the profits of the University press (£5000), in part from
the statuteable contributions of the colleges, but mainly
(about £30,000) from the contributions of its members.
Every undergraduate pays £2 a year (for his first four
years only), and every graduate £1 as long as his
name remains on the University books : from this source,

11t is hardly necessary to add that a faculty consists of the authorised
teachers of a given subject.
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along with the degree fees, the University derives some
£20,500 a year,) and is thus enabled to maintain the
RBodleian and other libraries, the various museums, and the
teaching staff of the University. As the demands of
modern education increase every year, it seems impossible
for the University to lower its charges ; it is compelled to
make its members supplement by their payments its funded
revenue, which is altogether insuflicient for the enormous
burdens laid upon it. It need hardly be added that Oxford
and Cambridge receive no aid at all from government
—in this respect also forming a marked contrast to the Uni-
versities of Scotland, Wales, and the Continent.

Turning now to the work which is done by the corpora-
tion, of which the government and organisation has been
briefly described, it is natural to speak first of its work in
educating its own students, and conferring degrees upon
them. Nearly eight hundred students enter the University
of Oxford every year, and of these about eighty per cent.
proceed to the B.A. degree ; the remaining twenty per cent.
may be divided between students entering for some special
study only, and those who fail to pass their examinations
and leave the University prematurely. These examinations
are of two kinds, “ pass ” and “ honours.” The subjects in
both are of the same kind, but the amount offered and the
methods of work are very different : it may be said generally,
that in a pass degree the University requires only to be
satisfied that a man has studied to some extent those
subjects which form a necessary part of a liberal education,
while from its honour students it asks for proof of consider-
able advance in some one department of these—an advance
which it tests and classifies. Of the six hundred who
graduate every year, nearly three-fourths are honour men,
and it is by those the University on its educational side

1 These figures are of course given in round numbers. The more im-
portant of the items which make up the remainder are the fees for matri-
culation and for the various examinations.
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must be judged : the pass men form a not unimportant
element, and of their effect on University life and its effect
on them, something will be said later; but, speaking
generally, the training they receive is rather that of a
school than of a University. Of the honour men, not
more than half at the most have taken their degree in
Classics, the remaining being divided between Modern
History, Theology, Natural Science, and the other
“ schools ”! which the University recognises. All of these
have general characteristics in common : their aim is
rather to make the student thoroughly familiar with the
best that has been written on his subject, and so to train
his mind in the widest sense, than to make him a specialist
' in any one department of it, or to familiarise him with the
methods of original work. In history, for example, a
student is taught to balance the evidence for opposing
views, and he has to read the great authorities with care
and intelligence, but it is not at all required of him that
he should know how to read a MS., or to decipher an
inscription, or to go back along any one of the numerous
ways by which printed history is reached. Whether our
method is a wise one or not cannot be decided here ; the
Oxford defence is that when a man’s mind has been
properly trained, he can afterwards devote himself to
special work : the answer of her critics is-that while he
undoubtedly can do so, he as undoubtedly does not, and that
so far from the ordinary Oxford student knowing anything
of the methods of original work, even the Oxford tugor is
as a rule a stranger to them, for he has neither time nor
inclination to make himself familiar with subjects which he
is not required to teach.

1 No word is more frequently heard in Oxford than the ‘‘schools.”
Undoubtedly its original meaning was the actual buildings in which
disputations were held by the candidates for a degree: it has now been
transferred to the various courses of study marked out by the University,
each of which is called a ¢‘school.” And hence comes its popular meaning

of ¢ examinations ;” a manis “in for his schools ” when his knowledge of
one of these courses of study is being tested by examiners.
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One thing, however, is certain, viz,—that most Oxford
men will agree that their system of examinations is too
perfect. The subjects are well chosen and excellent in
themselves, perhaps as well chosen as they can be; but
their limits are so well known that the lecturers, to far too
great an extent, enable their pupils to dispense with reading
for themselves, while matters which are outside these limits
are greatly neglected, as “ not likely to pay in the schools.”
There is no doubt that the discontent with the present
system is widespread : it showed itself recently (in 1891)
in a strongly supported movement to shorten the course (of
reading for a B.A. degree) to three years, with a view to
allowing greater freedom of study to graduate students
afterwards. Though this failed at the moment, and though
it is possible a change may be effected in some less radical
way, yet a man need not be very bold to prophesy that
some changes of importance will soon come. It is perhaps
on the professors that the present system presses wmost
hardly. They are appointed with us, as in all Universities,
for good work done in the past; but in other Universities
they are themselves the teaching faculty, can control the
subjects taught, and therefore can secure audiences: in
Oxford, however, their position is quite different, for they
find that the subjects which men wish to learn are taught
by the college tutors, while if they, in their lectures, leave
these beaten lines, they find they have no pupils. Hence
there is an unnatural separation at Oxford between those
who should be advancing the knowledge of their subject
and those who are learning it.!

The general remarks which I have ventured on as to the
effect of the Oxford system are probably too unfavourable.
It is difficult to be altogether just to a system which is so
familiar ; we know its faults from experience ; its merits we
take for granted as if they were common to other systems
of teaching—which is very doubtful. ~Whatever the

1 An attempt has been made (1895) to remedy this by the statute
establishing a further degroe for advanced students (see note on p. 60).
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faults of an Oxford training are for the best men, it is
exceedingly good for the second-rate ones, who are well
taught the best and latest views on the most important
subjects. And if the best men are not trained to be original
workers and thinkers, yet some (and those an increasing
number) become so of themselves afterwards; and if these
latter are few, the fault lies largely in the whole tone of
English society, which has a fondness for what is practical
rather than for knowledge for its own sake; in fact, if
Oxford and Cambridge turned out a large number of ‘ re-
searchers” yearly, it is difficult to see where they would all
find places in English life as at present organised.

It is an interesting and very important question, What
becomes of the six hundred or more graduates whom the
University turns out yearly? It is certainly one which
presents itself more and more every year to the men who
are leaving, at the end of their course, and to those charged
with teaching work in Oxford. There are of course always
some who remain in the University as fellows and tutors,
while others have positions in English life which they inherit.
But the bulk of the new graduates go away from Oxford
to earn their living, and it must be confessed the ways
which are open to them are much fewer than could be
desired. The Home Civil Service absorbs five or six a
year, and under the new regulations thirty to fifty Oxford
men are annually elected for the Indian Civil Service ; but
some even of those find it advisable to go to a *crammer,”
in order to insure success in their examinations. Journalism
becomes the occupation of a considerable number of gradu-
ates, and those often among the ablest: it is said that
the natural result of the Oxford honour course is to fit a
man to write a good leading article; whether this is so or
not, it undoubtedly is the fact that many of our best leading
articles come daily and weekly from the pens of Oxford
Ten.

But it is especially into the great professions that
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Oxford men pass; the army, it is true, does not absorb
wany, though under the new regulations (by which the
successful University candidates for a commission are
exempted from a year at Sandhurst) it is to be hoped that
an increasing number of officers may be University men.
The majority of our graduates find their work in the
Church, in Law, or in Teaching. It is calculated that
rather more than 200 Oxford men a year take orders;®
and it may certainly be asserted that the English Church
is happy in her tradition of training her ministers at the
old Universities, where the narrowness of the seminary
is avoided, and where yet, in spite of all recent changes, the
feeling is still a prevalent one, that * true religion and sound
learning ” are the complements of, and not antagonistic to,
each other. A large share of the prizes of the Bar, again, have
been enjoyed by Oxford and Cambridge men, and a man who
has prospects in that great profession can well qualify himself
for taking advantage of them by residence and graduation.
A continually increasing number of solicitors, too, passes
through the University every year, especially as they are
exempted by the B.A. degree from two years of the five
ordinarily required in an office, and hold often a better
position in their profession if they are University men. But
the largest number of young graduates drift off into the
scholastic profession, which is certainly not a very promising
one to the man of only ordinary ability. So great is the
number of those entering it that the level of salaries has
fallen nearly fifty 2 per cent. in the last twenty years, and a
first-class man will now welcome a post which a pass man
would have hesitated to accept. It is true that most men
settle down in the end comfortably, but the process of

1 This estimate is based on the analysis of the Ordination lists which is
fublished from time to time in the Guardian by the Rev. H. T. Armfield.
t further appears from Mr Armfield’s calculations that between 50 and 6)
per cent. of the clergy are Oxford or Cambridge men, and that of these
more than 98 per cent. are now graduates.
2] am not speaking of masters in the larfe public schoolg, but of the
vast majority of graduate teachers who find places elsewhere.
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settling takes longer every year. It is a great pity that
Oxford graduates who care for teaching have not yet
made up their minds to enter the field of elementary educa-
tion.! This is practically unlimited for good men ; and though
less attractive than that of secondary schools, yet it offers at
once a livelihood and an opportunity of doing such work
as England most of all needs.

One thing more should, perhaps, be added. Charming as
Oxford is, and happy as she makes her sons, it is doubtful
whether more men do not take their degree here than is really
desirable. The market for University graduates is limited ;
and if a man has no vocation for orders, and no special
prospects in, or liking for, any profession, he had better not
come to Oxford on the chance of * something turning up.”
‘What does turn up for the ordinary man without capital is
a poorly paid mastership ; and though teaching is delightful
to those who choose it, it is often a misery to those who are
forced into it. In fact, it may perhaps be said that Oxford
is trading on her old reputation. Thirty years ago the
University was only about half its present size, and the
proportion of wealth and ability in it was much larger:
hence its graduates, as a rule, did well, and patriotically
put down as the result of their University training, what
was only indirectly and partially due to it.

It will be noticed that nothing has been said of
any connection between Oxford and the great commercial
and manufacturing classes in England. Unfortunately,
such connection is very rare. Occasionally you may
find among England’s captains of industry, one who
has been at the University, and he will be proud of, and
will have profited by, his connection; but, as a rule,
the wealthy manufacturer does not send his son to
Oxford unless he intends to ‘make a gentleman of him.”
In any case it is hard to see how, in the present

1The Code now permits a ira.duute to become a certificated teacher ina
primary school, as soon as he has had some training in educational methods.
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struggle for commercial supremacy, a man can spare from
his business, three of the best years of his life. Yet
Oxford undoubtedly has much to teach which it would do
the merchants and manufacturers good to learn : patriotism
and public spirit, respect for merit apart from wealth, love
for the beautiful and the true for their own sakes—these,
and such qualities as these, are the results which Oxford
men claim as the results which their Alma Mater pro-
duces by her life and her training. It is not too much to
say that many others beside her own sons have felt that to
reside in Oxford was itself a liberal education : the com-
bination of the old and the new, the perfection of the
beauty of nature and of art, make her unsurpassed (per-
haps even unrivalled) among the cities of the world. It is
only when they have left her, or at rare moments in the
busy time of University life, that men realise how much
the beauty around them has entered into them and become
part of themselves. It may not be a dream that, as the
development of Oxford proceeds, even the busy man of
wealth may spare his son for a year of college life, though
he cannot afford either to make him a scholar or to allow
him to lose three years before entering business. For,
however much Oxford men may see the faults of their Uni-
versity, there is no doubt that they believe in it as a place
of education, and wish as many as possible to share in its
benefits. The object of a large amount of the recent legis-
lation here has been to remove the obstacles in the way of
entrance, and only about five years ago a statute was
passed to enable elementary schoolmasters to obtain their
training at the University.!

And we may be pardoned if we have this full belief in
the educating powers of Oxford wherever they can be possibly
enjoyed ; not only have we our own experience of what she
has been to us, but every year the University is ceasing

1 Some twenty or thirty elementary teachers have passed, or are now
ssing, through Oxford. The experiment has been successful, and would
more 80, but for the standing difSculty of expenso.
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more and more to be the close corporation of scholars, trained
on somewhat narrow lines, which it was forty years ago,
and is becoming an important factor in all the educational
movements of the country. The higher education of
women has found its special home in the older Universi-
ties ; and though Cambridge has taken the lead here, and
has done the work on a larger scale, Oxford has four most
successful women’s Halls, and an increasing number of
women students. It is a significant tribute to Oxford,
that two of the great Nonconformist bodies have trans-
ferred their theological colleges to it, in order to train their
future ministers in connection with the old University.
In the same way the Indian Institute has been founded to
draw closer the ties between England and her empire in
the East, and Oxford has been for the last ten years one
of the leading centres for the training of Indian Civil
servants.

And away from Oxford the work of the University has
increased to a marvellous degree. By the Local Ex-
aminations, instituted in 1857, the secondary schools of
England have had their standard raised, and their work
systematised : whatever the faults of these examinations,
they have no doubt been most useful in exposing inefficient
schools, and in guiding those that wished to be efficient.
And a similar work has been done, so far as it was needed,
for the higher grade schools, by the examination for certi-
ficates given by the Oxford and Cambridge joint board.
Every year the examining work of the country is done
by hundreds of University men, working under the control
of the central delegates ; and the results which are attained
abroad by a Minister of Education and his department are
largely obtained in England by the voluntary action of the
Universities and the local educational bodies. Our system
may lack the thoroughness and completeness of continental
organisation ; but it has a freedom and a capacity for develop-
ment which are characteristically English, and which are
wanting to the best organised machine.
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Within the last twenty years, the work of the University
Extension movement has still further enlarged the sphere
of University influence. There are now tens of thousands
of students, up and down the country, who look on Oxford
or Cambridge as their University, and many of them have
not only studied under the guidance of Oxford teachers,
but resided in Oxford during the summer gatherings.
Whatever be the shortcomings of the University Extension
movement (and those who have most to do with it, know
these best), it no doubt means a great amount of enthusi-
astic work and of real affection for the old Universities as
the centres of that work.

So far T have spoken only of the work of the University in
its highest sense. But in some respects this might be said to
be only a part of its influence in England. Certainly when
Oxford men look back to the days of their residence, their
memories turn to very many places beside the lecture-room,
In experience of men, in training of character, in the forma-
tion of friendships, the University helps her sons; and it
is in this width of life which Oxford embraces that is found
the real answer to those who would wish the University to
impose a fixed standard on all desiring to be admitted, and
by a matriculation examination to bar the way against
candidates who cannot attain to that standard. It is
certain that such a step would keep some at least from
entering who are well qualified both to benefit by and to
benefit the society in which they mix. And though the
Oxford pass man does not reach a high standard of
examination work, yet he is frequently a man of real intel-
lectual interests outside his “schools,” and receives from
the University a training which qualifies him to “serve
God in Church and State.”

And here a word must be said on those athletics which
are so prominent a feature in Oxford life, and by which in
some ways the University is best known ; for there is no
doubt that the fame of a great football team like Vassall’s,
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of a cricketer like Rashleigh, of a runner like Pollock-Hill,
or of a jumper like Fry, extends far more widely than the
fame of any other Oxford men. It no doubt is irrational
that it should be so ; but Oxford is nothing if it is not a
reflection of English life ; and while all classes in England
unite in their devotion to sports, it is not unnatural that
an Oxford man should pride himself on the fact that his
University’s “blue ” is a certificate of merit, which is recog-
nised all over the English-speaking world. And all would
admit that the powerful influence of the English Universi-
ties has done in the past,! and should in the future do, much
to overcome that tendency to professionalism and pot-hunt-
ing, which is the bane of all athletics. Of course athletic-
ism is sometimes carried to an absurd extent ; but it cer-
tainly is one of the influences which keep University life
pure and healthy; and on the moral side, it trains just
those qualities which a governing race needs—readiness
either to govern or to be governed, quickness in meeting
emergencies, and courage in things small and great alike,
to hold on against odds, and do the best possible.

Oxford and Cambridge, in short, have a very distinct
place of their own in English life. It is true they are not,
as the Scotch Universities at any rate used to be, connected
with every circle and family of the country. In Scotland
it is usual for religious ministers of all denominations, and
for school-masters of every grade, to have a degree : hence
the large number of students at the Scotch Universities,
and the sacrifices made by the poorer classes to give their
sons a college education, which may be a passport to
success in life ; but in England the Universities have not
this hold of the professions, nor as yet has the system of
elementary education worked long enough, or been suffi-
ciently developed to bring the poorer classes into connection
with the Universities to any great extent. It is only in a

1 The foundation of the Amateur Athletic Association in 1880 was
largely a University movement.
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few places that a graduated system of scholarships has been
introduced, by which the most successful pupils in the
elementary schools can pass to those of higher grade, and
from them to the University, maintaining themselves all
the time without cost to their parents. This method of
utilising old endowments has been carefully worked out in
a few places, especially at Birmingham, which in this, as in
80 many respects, takes a lead among English municipalities.
Its drawbacks are obvious, especially that of encouraging
undue and premature competition, but its merits, if it be
properly worked, ought to far outweigh these defects. It is,
however, still too early to speak with confidence, as the
new schemes have not yet been sufficiently tried.

Nor, again, are Oxford and Cambridge, like the Univer-
sities of the Continent, great government institutions, con-
trolled by the State, furnished by it with abundant materials
for the advancement of learning and research, and used by
it for the training of its servants and of all the professional
classes. When we contrast the number receiving Univer-
sity education in Scotland or in Germany with those at
Oxford and Cambridge, it is only fair to remember that the
field for University graduates is far wider out of England ;
and when the teaching staff of the older English Univer-
sities is reproached with its lack of literary productiveness,
it should be added that we have in England none of that
stimulus to original work which is supplied abroad by the
fact that only through it can a man there attract notice and
gain promotion ; and while it is possible for a University to
publish too little, it is also possible for it to publish too much.
Oxford and Cambridge may perhaps claim that the energy
which elsewhere goes entirely to the advancement of
knowledge is with them largely diverted to the training of
character. The Oxford tutor devotes to his men hours
which the teacher elsewhere devotes to his studies. It is
this personal intercourse of teacher and taught which is the
most marked feature of English University education; we

D
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may be forgiven if we prize it highly, for others beside our-
selves have praised it and pointed out its peculiar effec-
tiveness as a means of training.

The faults of the English Universities have been mainly
due to the fact that they reflected only too faithfully the
aristocratic organisation of society in England. They have
given their best to a few, but they have not reached the
many. It remains for them now to do their old work
under the changed conditions of democratic England. It
may be hard to effect this, yet it can certainly be done, not
by desperate efforts to copy other countries, but by carefully
observing and developing all that is best in their own
system ; and that best is inextricably connected with the
colleges and college life. These institutions have played
their part in various ways in six centuries of English life;
they are as vigorous as ever, though their forms may have
changed in part ; and those who believe in them may be
excused if they prefer old and tried methods to experiments
which begin with destruction and end in the unknown.

In the previous editions of this book, a chapter was
devoted to a careful analysis of the conditions of entrance,
expenses, &c., at each College. There has been no attempt
to repeat this, still less to advise as to the choice of a
College. This latter point is all-important to those coming
to the University, but can only be decided by consulting
those who are actually living in Oxford. When a man has
chosen his College, he can at once obtain all information by
writing to the Head or to the Senior Tutor. J. W.

By the statute passed in 1895 two new degrees, of B.Sc. and B.Litt.,
were instituted for advanced students. Candidates must, if not already
Oxford men, reside two years, and work under direction ; their results
must be presented in a thesis, and, if required, printed. It is satisfactory
to record that already foreign graduates have begun to take these new
degrees. Particulars as to the degree, conditions of entrance, &c., can
be obtained by writing to the Secretary of the Boards of Faculties.
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EXPENSES OF OXFORD LIFE.

“ HAT does it cost to live at Oxford 1" is a question

which Oxford men are frequently asked to answer.
Their replies are most various, for, to a great extent, the
question does not admit of a definite answer : the scale of
expenditure varies according to a man’s circle and tastes.
Hence it must be at once made clear that any estimates given
in this chapter are only approximate.

Oxford expenses may be divided into official and non-
official: under the former are included all an undergraduate’s
payments to the College to which he belongs—for room rent,
tuition, food, dues, &c. ; under the latter come his expenses
for clothes, amusements, tobacco, travelling, and other things
which a man living by himself finds necessary, or thinks
that he finds necessary. With regard to these latter no
estimate need be given ; they depend on the man himself,
and vary indefinitely. It may, however, be stated generally,
that they are much the same as those of young men in
similar positions of life elsewhere. Prices in Oxford do
not vary much from what they are in other places, though
they tend to be a little higher; and if a man will pay
ready money, or at the end of each term, he can obtain the
advantages of cash prices; for here, as elsewhere, the old
system of long credits and correspondingly high charges is
going out, although too many tradesmen still retain it.

With regard to the official charges in College, these, too,
of course, are a somewhat uncertain quantity : one man
is always entertaining friends, another likes to live himself
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as well as the College system allows; a third is careful,
and has a small appetite. But, after seven years’ ex-
perience as a Bursar, I think the following rough calcu-
lations are approximately correct. There are a few men
who can manage to live under £90 a year, but they are
very few. A greater number will keep their ‘battels”
(as all payments to the College are called) under £100 a
year, and a still larger number will average between £90
and £110. Probably about half the College will be under
the latter figure. The majority of the rest will be under
£120, while there will be individual cases over £130 and
even over £140.

On the whole, it may fairly be said that a man who
wishes to live like other people, but is willing to be
careful, may be at College for about £160 a year,? out of
which sum he can pay for his clothes, travelling, &ec., and
find himself in pocket money. But this, of course, implies
that he has a home at which to spend his vacations, while
no allowance is made for travelling in vacation. This
amount can be decreased by great care, without much
sacrifice of comfort, to £150, or even lower ; but it cannot
be too much insisted on that these lower estimates involve
either sacrifice of those pursuits and modes of life which
are the rule in Oxford, or greater care than can fairly be
expected from the ordinary man.

The initial expenses of University life are rather heavy ;
most Colleges charge an entrance fee of £5, while, as a
measure of security, they ask, under the name of “caution
money,” for a deposit, which is practically a payment of the

1 These amounts include all the payments described above as “official,”
including rent for furniture owned by the College, but they do not
include washing, groceries, or any kind of subscription. From com-
parison with other Colleges, I believe my own to be rather below the
average in expenditure ; but in ordinary cases the increase would not be
very great.

2 A bursar of great experience at another College considers this estimate
rather high, and would consider £150 nearer the mark, for a man who is
careful, but who yet conforms to the general standard of College life.
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term’s “ battels ” in advance, This usually is £30, and is
returned to a man in part when he ceases to reside, and
wholly when his name is removed from the books. In
addition to this there is the University matriculation fee
of £2. 10s.,, making in all a necessary payment of £37. 10s.
Besides this, a certain amount of expenditure is involved
on an undergraduate in the setting up of his small estal-
lishment—for crockery and glass, ironware, bath, &eo.
These must be purchased in most® Colleges, while, as a
rule, there is in addition a heavy payment for furniture
(varying from £20 to £60, according to the size and condi-
tion of the rooms), which is paid on a valuation to the
out-going tenant. The system, however, of the College
owning the furniture, and charging rent for its use, is
coming more and more into vogue: its disadvantage is
that it fails to make any distinction between careful and
careless use of furniture in ordinary cases, and that in the
end it is rather more expensive ; its advantages are, that it
not only saves the heavy initial expenditure, but gives a
man a better furnished room, obviates the discontent which
is continually caused by disappointing valuations, when a
man leaves his rooms, and does not encourage men to incur
debts with the expectation of being able to pay them out
of the money which they will receive for their furniture.
Among the expenses of an Oxford life, other than the
College “ battels,” one or two must be mentioned specially.
The University charges fees for all its examinations, which,
if a man does not allow himself the luxury of being
‘“ploughed,” average £2 a year ; with these may be mentioned
the degree fees, which are £7. 10s. for the B.A., and £12
for the M.A. The College also charges fees for these cere-
monies, but on a scale (as a rule) much lower. Again, the
various clubs and societies, which play so prominent a part
in the life of Oxford, will in most cases absorb from £5 to

! Trinity College bas introduced the great improvement of providing
these with the rest of the furniture. It is a pity this is not done usually,
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£10 a year. The annual subscription to the Union Society
is £3. 15s. (for three years) ; but joining this society is not
now s0 universal as it once was: a man, however, will
find it well worth his while to be a member, even though
the junior common room of his college in part supplies the
place of the more general society. The athletic clubs are
now (I believe), in the case of every College, united under
common management, and the subscription is usually paid
in the “battel” bill; but special arrangements are
made to enable a poor man to pay on a smaller scale if
necessary. The subscription to these varies a good deal
with the size of the College, as, of course, the larger Col-
leges need to raise less in proportion from each of their
members. These clubs, at least, a man must join, if he is
to enjoy to the full the benefit of Oxford life.

A word or two must be said as to certain Oxford institu-
tions where the scale of charges is less. At Keble a man
pays a sum of about £27 a term as payment in advance for
all his College charges—a payment which is “caution
money ” under another name. This arrangement, however,
is less a saving than it would at first appear, for all enter-
taining is extra (whereas it falls under the head of ordinary
expenditure in other Colleges), and there are also other extras;
and certainly a man loses a good deal in the way of experi-
ence, if he continues to live in the University on a system
of common life, which is much the same as that of a sixth
form at school. The Non-Collegiate Students’ Delegacy,
again, publishes an estimate, by which it appears that with
them a man can meet all his charges for board, lodging,
education, &c. (in fact, the charges that appear in College
“battels”), for about £50 a year. No doubt this can be
done, but it would involve in most cases living entirely
outside the ordinary life of the University ; and that the
system is not altogether satisfactory is shown by the fact
that about 50 per cent. of the men who matriculate as non-
collegiate students have migrated in past years to Colleges.
It should be added that the percentage tends to diminish,
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Tn fact, it must be confessed, and Oxford men do confess
it with sorrow, that a College education is an expensive
thing. In spite of the fact that the Tuition® fees are low
(very low as compared to those of the Colleges in London),
and that the Tutors and Professors are largely paid out of
endowments, Oxford is emphatically a place for the well-
to-do, or those who by their brains have provided them-
selves with scholarships and exhibitions.

The full reasons for this are rather hard to see, but
some suggestions may be made. We may set aside at once
the belief, which is more or less current with every genera-
tion in Oxford, that the men are taxed for the benefit of
the dons. This may be so at one or two Colleges, though I
very much doubt it; but the annually published accounts
show that the establishments barely pay their expenses, and
certainly yield no considerable profits. Probably the most
important cause of the dearness of Oxford is that we main-
tain throughout the year servants, plant, &c., which are only
used for half the year ; this, of course, makes the item of
wages altogether out of proportion to the turn-over of the
establishment. And the fact that our demand is for half
the year only, prevents us going to the wholesale sources
of supply, and compels us to deal with the middleman.

Again, the whole tradition of the place is against
economy. Men expect to get the best of every thing
(not unreasonably, considering the prices they pay), and a
reforming bursar is not likely to have public opinion on his
side. And this tradition is not ours alone; the world in
general expects Oxford to entertain it, on the smallest
introduction ; and whatever the faults of the University, I
do not think we disappoint expectations in this respect.

1In comparing the expense of Oxford with other Universities, it
ought to be remembered that s | coaching is less the rule in Oxford
than elsewhere. It may fairly be said that a man of ordinl? ability and
industry gets all the help he requires from his College, and it is excop-

tional for Honour men to coach. Pass men do it more, but rather because
they neglect the help provided by College than because it is insufficiont.
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As Mr Andrew Lang has well said, “ Stranger ’ in Oxford
means not enemy but guest.”

But it is the system of separate establishments which is
the main cause of expense. Every man has his own ser-
vant, whom he shares with some seven or eight others.
Now, the Oxford servants, as a whole, are an excellent
body ; but they only act on long-established tradition in
claiming as their own perquisites the remains of every
meal : hence it follows that a man pays in his “ battels ”
for more food than he ever consumes.

At the same time, while the English Universities are
dear compared to those of Scotland or Germany, the cost of
an Oxford education can hardly be called high, judged by
the standard of what is wusually paid for education in
England. At many of the large public schools it costs
quite as much to keep a boy as it costs to live at the
University, while the latter gives far more in return for
the expenditure; and Oxford and Cambridge are cheap
compared to the great crammers’ establishments in London
and elsewhere.

It cannot be said, I think, that the expense of College
life at present is diminishing. Certainly in some respects
a man has to spend less than once was the case ; so well are
the College libraries kept up, and so available for use are
they made that a man’s book bill is now much less than it
used to be (whether this is an unmixed advantage may
well be doubted ; men now are far too ready to do without
books which they should buy, and rely on their lectures,
supplemented by a little reading in their College library),
and the Oxford tradesmen complain that men spend less on
really expensive articles than used to be the case. But
College life has become more comfortable, like life in Eng-
land generally, and small luxuries are now looked on as
necessaries, which would have made the Mr Bouncers, who
were Verdant Green’s contemporaries, open their eyes with
astonishment.
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Oxford expenses have increased, are increasing, and
ought to be diminished.! At the same time, though reform
is necessary, it is to be hoped it will be carried out with
due regard to existing traditions. Oxford life now pro-
duces results which are costly, but which seem to be
coveted, and which, we think, are rightly coveted. It is
well to pause before introducing changes which may create
the desired improvement, but which certainly would trans-
form the whole character of University life.

J. W.
1 This statemont was attacked by many reviewers. I wish I could see

my way to withdraw or modify it, but I fear it is only too true. The
explanation largely lies in the fact stated in the previous sentence.
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THE INTELLECTUAL LIFE.

IN treating of the intellectual life, it is impossible wholly

to avoid discussing the social life at the same time.
The two words are by no means opposed, and, in Oxford life
especially, nothing perhaps is more pleasant than the inter-
mixture of the two ; and thus, although the quiet and un-
eventful tenor of a man’s undergraduate days rarely supplies
the materials for a story, yet there is a great charm in read-
ing the College life of our greatest men: for instance, the
rambles of Macaulay and his companions round Cambridge,
or how Tennyson revisited the rooms where his loved and
lost friend dwelt, and remembered how once they held
debate there. And although there be nothing intellectual
about a row on the river, or a wine party, yet joining in
such amusements need not argue a distaste for higher pur-
suits. 'When Tennyson, in the passage just referred to,
finds in his friend’s old rooms—

¢¢ The noise

Of songs and clapping hands, and boys
That crashed the glass and beat the floor,”

we may feel the pathos of the situation, but we need not
infer that College life has sunk to a lower level since his
time. The same boys, who were probably rejoicing at the
success of their College boat (for, be it remembered, it
was during the races, a time of licensed Saturnalia, that
the poet revisited his College, and that it was most likely
a bump-supper, if that be the proper Cambridge name,
which he disturbed), might meet again the next day for
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more intellectual converse. There are certainly many in
Oxford who hold that “rowing and reading” is a good
realisation of the Greek “ music and gymnastic,” and many
Colleges, which point with triumph to the number of their
first-class men who have rowed “in the eight.” In the
rooms of many a man of high mental powers, you may see
fastened up as a trophy a huge and somewhat unsightly
oar, with which he helped to row his College boat on to
victory ; or a shining row of pewter and silver cups, won
on the river or the running ground; while from another
corner of the same room gleam richly-bound books, blazoned
with College arms, and awarded for some triumph in the
schools.

Much might be written to this effect, but it is not so
much the blending of the distinctly social with the intel-
lectual life which we wish to emphasize, as that many
social pursuits partake also of an intellectual character.
Such are the debating societies, with the Union at their
head; and such also are musical societies, chess clubs,
societies for reading Shakespeare, and others, among which
must be included the amateur dramatic society. Musical
societies, indeed, may perhaps be left to be treated entirely
on their social side, though such treatment nced not be
supposed to involve the Platonic view that music appeals
to the emotional side of our nature only. About most of
the others something will be said presently, It may be
that their multiplication tends to produce idleness or re-
laxed work in some cases, but it is none the less true that
they are intellectual influences.

Before giving any detailed picture of Oxford intellectual
life, it may be as well to notice some charges which are
constantly brought against the Oxford system. Thus, it
has been questioned whether, for the majority of under-
graduates, there is any intellectual life at all. Under-
graduates, according to these critics, pass a very enjoyable
life of amusement, consisting of a long holiday, scarcely
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broken by the slight labour of getting up enough facts to
pass their examinations. TFirst, however, it may be re-
marked that these examinations are by no means so very
easy, as is shown by the number of men ‘‘ ploughed.” And
many pass-men become interested in their work, while few
can wholly escape the intellectual influences round them.
And next, it must be remembered that pass-men are not
the whole of Oxford. Even if the class-men were inferior
in numbers, it might well be maintained that they are the
most important and characteristic part of Oxford. But
the real state of the case is, that the number of class-men
is rather larger than that of pass-men,! a result which
gives a conclusive and satisfactory answer to the above
attack.

Considering the thousands of men who look back with
gratitude to their Oxford days, and regard their University
with deep affection for the great gifts of knowledge and
culture which she has bestowed on them, it is ridiculous
that such attacks should be made. Still, as they are made,
and command a wide audience, it seemed advisable to say
a few words on the point.

It is, of course, quite a different question how far
social attractions, especially in summer term, interfere with
work. The idle and gay aspect of Oxford, the one which
naturally strikes a visitor most, is certainly often sufficiently
prominent, and is felt by many of the authorities to be a
reproach on Oxford. But the results of the class-lists at
the end of summer term always show that under the
frivolous-seeming surface much solid work has been going
on.

1 The relative numbers of pass and class are difficult to fix, partly owing
to the complicated regulations for examination, partly to the different
lengths of residence of different men. On an average, 400 men take
honours every year in the Final Schools (last year (1891) "the number was
407). The number of matriculations every year is at present between 700
and 800. This estimate may seem to differ from that on p. 39; it will be
seen, however, that the basis of the calculation is different. I was speaking
there only of those who graduate, and neglected those who leave without
taking a degree at all.—EDITOR.]
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But, although it is perfectly absurd to maintain that
intellectual life at Oxford is an unknown and possibly
non-existent quantity, yet the further question remains,
whether the system of Oxford and the tone of her life may
not tend to foster some of those ugly growths which cling
round learning as round every good thing. Oxford is the
head-quarters of the examination system, and has been
freely accused of producing all the evils which are attri-
buted to that, and, indeed, to any other system. The attacks
upon her may be conveniently summed up under four
heads. She is arraigned from different points of view as
producing superficiality, pedantry, over-work, and over-
specialisation. Such evils are undoubtedly always exempli-
fied where education is carried on on a large scale, and
one of the great educational problems we have to face is
how they can be minimised. But that any one of them has
decidedly infected Oxford, we believe to be quite untrue.

The superficiality complained of is two-fold. - The first
kind arises from ‘the idleness and want of interest shown
by many pupils, who only cram as much of their subjects
as will just secure them their degree, and then forget as
soon as possible the small amount they have learnt. We
believe that the magnitude of this evil in Oxford has been
much over-rated ; but at any rate, she is making strong
efforts to shake it off. A large portion of the remodelling
of examinations (“tinkering,” as it is profanely called),
which has been going on more or less for the last ten years,
has for its object the banishment of “ cram,” and the sub-
stitution of intelligent study. However, there will doubt-
less always be a certain number among the pass-men against
whom this charge may be justly brought.

The second kind of superficiality is, perhaps, more char-
acteristic of Oxford, and harder to deal with. It is the
superficiality of the man who makes a great show with small
intellectual wares, who treats books like noblemen, to quote
Douglas Jerrold’s witticism—that is, he learns their titles,
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and brags of their acquaintance. There can be no doubt
that Oxford education in general, and the Litterse Humani-
ores School in particular, tend in certain cases to encourage
this sort of shallowness. Some men aim at learning just
enough of a subject to enable them to write a neat little
essay on it, in which they may adroitly profess a thorough
knowledge of the whole, and pass off as original, informa-
tion gathered at second or third hand. Perhaps men of
this type rarely produce a good enough impression on ex-
aminers to obtain first-class honours, for in the Litterz
Humaniores School deep as well as wide reading is neces-
sary in many subjects; but there are many second and
third class men who, in ordinary conversation at least, can
apparently hold their own without much real knowledge.
However, it is perhaps too much to hope that, in a place
where learning is thought highly of, we can ever be free
from the affectation of it.

Of pedantry in Oxford happily little need be said. If
by pedantry we are to understand that sort of owl-like
application to a few subjects, which renders the student
incapable of recognising the importance of any others, and
often unfits him for ordinary life, such pedantry hardly
seems the fault of the present age. The multiplicity of
subjects of interest is such that hardly any student can
ignore the importance of other studies than his own.
Neither is learning any longer regarded a disqualification
for other pursuits. It is not so long ago, to quote a typical
story, that a lady, after dancing with a gentlemanly
undergraduate, was surprised to hear that he had taken a
first-class, and wondered that he was the same as every-
body else. Nobody would feel this surprise now. Perhaps
this was at the end of a period when the typical reading-
man was supposed to be like Mr Sloe, slightly sketched in
“Verdant Green,” who “ teas all day long to keep himself
awake for reading,” and was considered by Mr Bouncer
likely to ““ blow himself up with gunpowder tea, before he
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could take his double-first.” If this type is still existent,
there must be very few specimens of it.

Similar observations may be made about over-work.
That the pressure of competitive examinations has pro-
duced many instances of breakdown, and even of premature
death, is sadly true. Of course celebrated doctors, by
collecting these cases, are able to read us terrible lessons,
and prophesy the speedy decay of Englishmen, if the
abominable system be kept up. Few, however, really
believe that the case is made out, when they consider the
small proportion of these breakdowns to the total number
of examinees; and Oxford has a small share of whatever
blame there be, for the variety and versatility of her life is
the best known antidote to the evil. Moreover, a system
where all who reach a certain standard can get first-class
honours, and where the success of one does not necessarily
mean the failure of the other, does not stimulate to such
break-neck competition.

As regards over-specialisation, we doubt if much can be
made of the charge. It is sometimes said that men who
are in for a particular examination seem to have no special
interest outside it, but this may mean little more than
that most of the Honour Schools are exacting, and leave
little time for multifarious reading. As nobody would
wish to see first-class honours gained too easily, the chance
of this evil must clearly be run. The examination boards
seem, as a rule, not afraid of it, for many of the changes dis-
tinctly tend to specialisation. It is right to add that a large
party still exists, perhaps in a minority, which looks with
disfavour on specialisation, for fear that it may destroy the
peculiar merits of Oxford teaching.

On the whole, it is a fair conclusion to say that Oxford
aims at the Aristotelian mean in these matters, with consider-
able success. For it must always be remembered that the
very freedom allowed to undergraduates, one of the finest
traits of Oxford, renders the teaching body less able to check
such intellectual weeds.
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After thus vindicating the claims of Oxford to a true
and healthy intellectual life, we will now attempt to de-
scribe it. The subject may possibly be best approached by
considering the intellectual influences, official and non-
official, brought to bear on undergraduates, and the way in
which they work. This will afford us a general sketch of
the intellectual life, supplementary details of which will be
given afterwards under their respective headings.

In the first place, something must be said about the
tutors—a difficult and delicate subject, for in dealing with
s0 eminent a body, criticism requires courage, while praise
may be deemed superfluous.

The position of a successful Oxford tutor, able to influ-
ence by his teaching the picked intellects among the youth
of England, is one of the noblest conceivable. There are
many such ; but the qualifications are high for such a task,
and certainly there are many who either only partly succeed,
or wholly fail. The responsibility must be largely borne
by the system, formerly prevalent, but of late years widely
superseded, of electing to tutorial fellowships by examina-
tion only. Obviously the possession of knowledge does
not imply teaching power; and, what is more, the
selected candidate was almost always a young man who
had just taken his degree, and consequently had no experi-
ence in teaching. This experience had to be acquired at
the expense of possibly several generations of undergradu-
ates. Moreover, the work is hardly of such a character
that from it can be formed a fair estimate of a man’s
teaching powers. The popularity of his lectures, or the
reverse, and the success of his pupils in the schools, are
the only criteria, and neither are particularly good ones.
It follows that a tutor may teach for years without any
good test of the efficiency of his teaching. A better plan
is now usually adopted. Fellowships at present are of
two kinds, prize fellowships, and tutorial fellowships. The
former are intended as rewards for the most successful
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men of their ycar. They are awarded by examination,
are terminable after a fixed number of years, and carry
with them no teaching functions. For the latter, as a
rule, no examination is held, but a selection is made among
candidates exactly as in appointing to head-masterships
and other responsible posts. It is true that young men
are still often selected, but these will be the most brilliant
among the scholars, and a leavening influence is supplied
by the introduction of other tutors, chosen from among
schoolmasters and others of tested merit in teaching. Of
course a new danger has sometimes to be guarded against,
namely, lest the newly-elected tutors should have imbibed
too much of the pedagogue spirit, and treat the under-
graduates like school-boys. In fact, the selection of tutors
is & most difficult task, since their qualifications must be
80 various, and their position, with regard to undergradu-
ates, is so peculiar. For instance, the following qualifi-
cations may be mentioned as most essential to good
teaching, and yet rarely found with high intellectual gifts,
namely, the ability to comprehend the difficulties of dull
pupils, and the patience to thoroughly explain them. Itis
a frequent complaint of pass-men that their tutors will not,
or cannot, come down to the level of their minds.

Every undergraduate, besides having to attend a certain
number of lectures, has a special tutor to whom he takes
work. Happy those who are under a first-rate man! In
his earlier years at Oxford a man may have a shy, school-
boy feeling towards his tutor, but in his last year of resi-
dence the barrier generally melts away, and the relations
between teacher and pupil become quite unrestrained. The
benefit thus derived is often incalculable. The undergradu-
ate finds himself admitted to terms of friendship and even
familiarity ; while the reverence for what may be a cele-
brated name merges in a personal liking. How well all
who have enjoyed this privilege remember the familiar
nickname, which somehow did not detract from the
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respect really felt ; the cheerful half-hours, which were looked
forward to as a pleasure, not as a toil; the wit and learn-
ing that were then shown us; the kindly criticism and
encouragement ! Many an old Oxford man will treasure
up these things as among his most precious memories.
Many a man, when he leaves Oxford, has gained in his
tutor a true friend, whose advice, guiding hand, and ready
help, will be of use to him all his life.

One of the great changes introduced by the Com-
missioners of 1877 has been the creation of a large body
of married Fellows. This has considerably altered the
conditions of College life. ~Married Fellows and tutors
are, of necessity, non-resident, for though the experiment of
building houses for married Fellows is now being tried at
New College, University and B.N.C., yet want of room makes
such an arrangement impossible in most places. While,
therefore, a certain number of Fellows are unmarried
and resident, the greater part are not. The chief advan-
tage of this change was, that it secured a body of more
permanent teachers for Oxford; but it was much criti-
cised, as likely to interfere with the corporate life of
the Colleges, and loosen the ties between dons and
undergraduates. The reply to this was, that the necessi-
ties of College discipline could be trusted to retain a
sufficient number of resident Fellows. Lately, however,
a compromise has pretty frequently been made, by which
a Fellow is allowed to marry on condition that he sleeps a
certain number of nights in College. Probably, therefore,
the critics above referred to will soon have an opportunity
of judging whether non-residence of Fellows really entails
the evils they prophesy. There is no doubt that College
discipline has been much relaxed of recent years, but
this seems to be due to wider causes and not to the non-
residence of Fellows. Certainly it has not been the
Colleges with fewest resident Fellows which have been
notoriously disorderly.
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Lectures are the next important feature of intellectual
Oxford which demands attention. About twenty years ago,
a combination system of lectures was formed, several Col-
leges arranging that all the lectures at each one of them
should be open to members of all those Colleges. This
has now expanded into a vast system of inter-collegiate
lectures, the ramifications of which are diflicult to trace,
but which practically throws open almost all lectures, with
very few exceptions, to all undergraduates, irrespective of
the particular College to which they may happen to belong.
Theoretically, therefore, a man has now the choice of at-
tending lectures in almost any College he pleases, and a
complete list is published in the “ Gazette ” for that purpose.
But practically the system works as follows. Most of the
lectures are only attended by the men of the College at
which they are delivered, who are, as a rule, expected to
attend a certain number of College lectures. But the more
prominent and successful lecturers have their class-rooms
thronged by a crowd of men who are sent to attend
these lectures in addition to those of their own College,
and are in this way practically, though non-officially, raised
to the rank of University teachers. Thus the success of a
lecture may be judged from the number of undergraduates
attending it, who usually apply to it the plain straight-
forward test, whether its matter is directly ““ useful for the
schools ” or not. There is a general impatience of lectures
not conforming to this standard, and if a tutor ventures to
give his lectures a wider range, he will probably find the
greater part of his voluntary audience rapidly disperse.
Moreover, any want of clearness, or defect in style, will
soon thin the lecture-room. There are, of course, lectures
in which students find it desirable to take rapid notes at
the time during the lecture, and then spend another hour
in deciphering them ; such, for instance, was often the case
with the lectures of the late Professor T. H. Green. This,
however, is only done when the known value of the lecture
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outweighs any inconvenience caused by a too rapid de-
livery, or too great condensation of matter. As a general
rule, men do not care to attend lectures in order to pick up
what they can readily get in other ways. Thus lectures on
Greek and Latin authors are often regarded as superfluous
by the pupils, who think, whether rightly or wrongly, that
little can be added to the excellent notes in the editions
now used. In reading for Finals lectures are more useful
and interesting, especially those on the general subjects in
the Litteree Humaniores School.

Now that the term ¢ private lecture” is practically
meaningless, the term “public lecture ” is reserved for such
among Professors’ lectures as are of a popular character,
and delivered to a mixed audience. These are a special
feature of Oxford life, and deserve a detailed account.
Apart from these it is doubtful whether the lectures of
Professors, the official University (as distinguished from
the College) teachers are very successful. The number
of Professors was largely increased by the Commissioners
of 1877, but the system has had no time to take root, and
it is hard to see how it can do so. For the examinations
dominate Oxford so completely that the men have usually
no time nor inclination to attend lectures which are not
useful for the schools. While, therefore, those among
Professors whose lectures come under this category can
command an audience, the majority secure but a thin
attendance, a result due in no way to any inadequacy or
want of interest in the lectures themselves. Hence the
Commissioners have been reproached because while striving
to do away with idle Fellows, they have created a class of
idle Professors. Certainly under existing circumstances
the influence brought to bear on undergraduates by so
numerous and learned a body is very small. Many, how-
ever, maintain that the work of Professors is to be con-
sidered research quite as much as teaching.

Many of the public lectures draw large audiences, owing
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partly to the popular character of the subjects, and partly
to the fame of some of the lecturers. Such are the lectures
of the Professors of Poetry and of Fine Art. In these lec-
tures undergraduates enjoy the privilege of being directly
instructed by some of the greatest minds of the age.
Thus many generations of Oxford men have been able to
listen to Ruskin, and the present geueration has heard
Palgrave and Herkomer. It must, however, be confessed
that this privilege is not always used as it might be. The
awkward times for the lectures, which are delivered in the
afternoon, usually either at 2.30 or 4.30, partly account
for this. Reading men will not give up their afternoon’s
exercise, nor idle men their afternoon’s amusement. How-
ever, their place is largely filled up by the Oxford ladies, who
always throng in crowds to any public lecture of a popular
character.! Their presence is sometimes not approved of.
Ruskin once declared in a lecture that the undergraduates
ought to be his only hearers, and the undergraduates present
somewhat ungallantly applauded. But certainly Ruskin
had some reason, for he could always draw large audiences,
and it was hard for a man to find himself shut out of a
lecture-room, because all the space was taken up by ladies,
who are only permitted to attend by courtesy.

Ruskin’s power over young Oxford is a subject worth a
short digression. His school of immediate disciples was
small, though enthusiastic; but in many ways his influence
reached far. His lectures always riveted the attention by
their strangeness, equally with their eloquence. *“I always
wish to interest you,” he once said, “and sometimes to
shock you.” In this he certainly did not fail. While his
eccentricities furnished us with amusement, the beauty and
grandeur of many of his thoughts have sunk deep into
many minds. One project of his will be long remembered
with a smile. He used to deplore the labour wasted on

1 Not long ago the Ozford Magasine sarcastically described a certain
public lectuni as ‘‘the annual tm{c::l‘ the girls’ schools in Oxford.”
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unproductive amusements, such as rowing, and tried to
substitute for them the useful exercise of road-making.
Under his auspices several men actually commenced repair-
ing a road at Hincksey, two miles from Oxford, and during
that time many undergraduates walked out and took a turn
at the pickaxe and shovel. But the project came to nothing,
and the road is still the muddiest spot in a very miry walk.

The lectures on Poetry and Art are sometimes delivered
in the Sheldonian Theatre, which provides plenty of room
for a large audience; in fact for a larger one than usually
comes. In Poetry the chair has been lately filled by
Matthew Arnold, Sir F. Doyle, J. C. Shairp, and F. T.
Palgrave. Many will remember the pleasure they received
from Doyle’s lectures. Shairp’s were felt by many to be
disappointing, and hardly worthy of his fame. The chair
is at present worthily filled by Mr Courthope, the learned
historian of English literature.

Among the Professors the most conspicuous figure of late
years has been Professor Freeman, whose recent loss has
left a sad gap in Oxford life. The energy of his views,
and of his expression of them, frequently aroused both
interest and amusement. Such were his well-known phrase,
“The Unity of History”; his slashing attacks on all
recent changes in the examination system, naturally except-
ing those which he himself advocated, but which unfortu-
nately did not happen to be carried ; or the challenge he
threw down to Professor Seeley, by lecturing on “ George
Washington, Expander of England.” Very sad it is that
he should have died so suddenly, leaving unfinished his great
work on Sicily.

No account of the intellectual life would be complete
without some reference to the examinations, the key-stone,
as it may fairly be called, of the Oxford educational system.
Yet the subject is so vast that it would be absolutely im-
possible to give any adequate idea of it in two or three
pages. The complicated character of its machinery may be
gathered from the statement that there are over four
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thousand different ways in which the B.A. degree can be
obtained.! All that can be attempted here is to touch upon
a few salient features of the various examinations, chiefly
with a view to bring out the intellectual influence they
exert on the men who read for them.

The first examination, Responsions or “Smalls,” an ordeal
which all undergraduates alike have to pass, whether they
intend to try for honours afterwards or not, is worth linger-
ing over for a moment, not because of its difficulty, for it
is quite a simple affair to most men, but because it renders
some knowledge of Greek absolutely necessary for taking
the B.A. degree. It has been called a narrow gate, through
which all Oxonians must pass, and where Greek is unre-
lentingly demanded as part of the toll. This provision has
been much criticised, and it is possible that the present
generation may see it altered. It is hard to deny that
occasionally men who have had no classical education, and
who wish to enter for honours in subjects like law and
history, have a grievance. Nor can the required minimum
(usually two plays of Euripides and some grammar) be con-
sidered a very important point. Those, however, who have
followed with attention the recent contest at the sister
University on the same subject, will agree that there is
much to be said on the other side. For instance, if Greek
were no longer necessary for a degree, many schoolmasters
would find it difficult to induce an adequate number of
boys to learn the subject, and we might see it fall into
the neglect that has befallen verse-composition.

The consideration of the Pass schools in general, which
may be conveniently taken next in order, opens up the in-
teresting question whether Oxford does her best for the pass-
men, who constitute nearly one-half of the Undergraduate
world. The usual indictment against her is put pretty

1 Most of the combinations referred to in this total, which has been
carefully worked out, arise from the five alternative examinations for
(I}tuponsiom, and the great number of subjects to choose from in Pass

reats.
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strongly by the private tutor in Punch, who is supposed to
say to a favourite pupil preparing for the University,
“Work well with me for six months, and I promise you a
long three years' holiday when you go up to Oxford.”
Such an estimate of the subject, even allow<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>