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THE ENGLISH IN IRELAND

EIGHTEENTH CENTURY.

BOOK VIII.

— Ot

CHAPTER 1.

THE UNITED IRISHMEN.
SECTION 1.

Tee Dungannon Volunteers had asserted that free- cHAP.
dom was the indefeasible birthright of man, and they N
defined freedom to consist in the consent of the go-
verned to the laws which they were required to
obey. They might as well have said that their
consent was required to the law which would break
their necks if they fell over a precipice. The con-
ditions under which human society will cohere har-
moniously are inherent in the nature of things; and
human laws are wise or unwise, just or unjust, so far
as they are formed on accurate discernment of the
purpose of the Maker of the world. To live well is
the most difficult of arts. The rules to which indivi-
duals must conform, if the State is to prosper, can
VOL. IIL B
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BooK be discerned only by men of practical intellect and
VIIL . . .
~——— nobleness of character; and in growing and vigorous

nations the functions of government are, therefore,
entrusted not to those persons only who have given
proof of energy and ability, but to those who by
birth and station are raised above the temptations
of self-interest.

Strength brings security, and security negligence.
Civilization and prosperity introduce luxurious ha-

" bits and extravagant expenditure. The high persons
“and privileged classes to whom the care of the

Commonwealth has been entrusted forget their duties
in their pleasures. They believe that the State
exists only for themselves. They pass unequal laws,
and the people are oppressed, and clamour naturally
to share the powers which can be no longer trusted in
the old hands.

Hence come reforms and revolutions, the shaking
off of rulers who have become incompetent and mis-
chievous.  The change is called progress, and is
admired and applauded as some grand political achieve-
ment, a thing excellent in itself, an entrance into a
new era of universal happiness. Many times in the
world’s history these glorious hopes have been enter-
tained, but always to be disappointed. Onlyat critical

-+ moments, when some patent wrong has to be redressed,

will the better kind of men leave their proper occupa-
tions to meddle with politics. The peasant and the
artisan, the man of business and the man of science,
all of all sorts who are good in their kind, give them-
selves to their own work, caring only to do well what
nature has assigned to them todo. The volunteer po-
liticians in every class, those who put themselves for-
ward in elections to choose or to be chosen, are usually
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the vain, the restless, the personally ambitious ; and
therefore the same causes which undermine aristocra-
cies destroy even more rapidly popular Governments.
Democracies are proverbially short-lived. They can
destroy class privileges, they can overthrow insti-
tutions, but their function ends in destruction; and
when the generations pass away which, under a sterner
system, had learnt habits of self-command, and could
therefore for a time dispense with control, they pass
away to give place usually to despotism. Private
character degenerates. Individuals forget their country
to care only for themselves, and therefore dwindle to
their personal level. The men of the first French
Revolution and the American Revolution were greater
than any which either country has produced in the
days of universal suffrage, equality, and miscalled
liberty.

The aristocracy in these islands lost the confidence
of the people in the last century. Their power and
privileges have melted from them and are still melt-
ing, and we have again committed ourselves to the
enthusiastic beliefs of which the Dungannon resolu-
tions were no more than a crude expression. We
have a new philosophy to gild a phenomenon which
would look less pretty were its character confessed.
Once more we have made an idol of spurious freedom,

“and we are worshipping it duly with unflinching de-
votion and the inexorable logic of faith. Universal
happiness waits to appear where the rights of man shall
have been completely recognised. Battle after battle
is fought and won. Paradise is still unattained, but we
do not doubt the truth of our theory y we conclude
only that the process of destruction is incomplete.
The enemy still lets, and will let, till he be taken out

B2

CHAP.
L
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BooKk of the way. When all men shall be'free to think, free
~——— to speak, free to act at their own secret wills, and pre-

judice and tyranny cease to interfere with them, then
at length the universal brotherhood will be a fact, and
misery will cease out of the land. All men are by
nature equal and free. All men being free have a right
to share in the making of the laws. Being alike in-
terested in the results, we assume that they will
choose the best representatives to make them, and will
become themselves elevated and ennobled in the ex-
ercise of their lofty prerogative. The propositions
are as false as the anticipation is delusive. Men are
not equal, but infinitely unequal. No man is free by
nature, and becomes free only by the discipline of
submission, by learning to command himself, or
by submitting to be commanded by others. The
multitude, who are slaves of their own ignorance,
will choose those to represent them who flatter their
vanity or pander to their interest. Emancipation
from authority cannot elevate, but can only degrade
those who are not emancipated by nature and fact.

False though it be, however, in its principles, the
philosophy of progress pushes its way towards its
goal with unflinching confidence and logical cohe-
rence. That which is unsound must fall before it ;
that which is untrue must be seen to be false ; that
which is unjust must perish. Then at length the
wheel will have come full round, and finding ourselves
not in Paradise at all, but sitting in arid desolation
amidst the wrecks of our institutions, we shall pain-
fully wake from our dream and begin again the long
toil of reconstruction.

The history of Ireland in the concluding years of
the last century forms a remarkable episode in this
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5

yet uncompleted drama. The degeneracy of autho- cCHAP.
rity which precipitates civil convulsions had developed —

itself in Ireland more rapidly thanin the rest of the
empire. The executive Government was unequal
to the elementary work of maintaining peace and
order. The aristocracy and legislature were corrupt
beyond reach of shame. The gentry had neglected
their duties till they had forgotten that they had
duties to perform. The peasantry were hopelessly
miserable; and finding in the law not a protector and
a friend, but a sword in the hands of their oppressors,
they had been taught to look to crime and rebellion
a8 the on]y means of self-defence.. Never anywhere
were institutions more ripe for destruction than those
which England had planted in the unfortunate island
which to their common misfortune nature had made
part of her dominions. For ten years the Irish people
had been fed, chameleon-like, with promises of imme-
diate redemption. The Parliament had achieved its
independence. Volunteer battalions had celebrated
the triumph with the music of musketry and cannon.
Platform and newspaper and flying placard had echoed
and repeated the florid rhetoric of Grattan and his
friends. Liberty had not prevented rents from rising,
landlords from multiplying whisky stills, or whisky
stills and middlemen and tithe proctors from driving
the people into lower depths of misery and madness.
The most enthusiastic patriots were inclining to lie
down and despair, when before the astonished eyes of
Ireland, as of all Europe, rose the portent of the French
Revolution, preaching on scaffold and at cannon’s
mouth the long waited for emancipation of mankind.
Young Ireland, fed from boyhood on Grattan’s de-
clamation, passionately believing in freedom, and mad
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BooK with disappointment at the failure of the Constitution
L of ’82, responded with ecstasy. The cause of Ireland’s,
as of all other misery, was the tyranny of classes who,
by chicanery and fear, had made the masses of man-
kind their slaves. France was pointing the way for
all who had hearts to follow. Grattan had obtained
the independence of Parliament ; the independence
was a shadow without political equality. Let Irish-
men recover their personal rights, and independence
would become a fact, and the long-waiting era of
blessedness would at last arrive. The soil was un-
equally prepared. The Catholic religion assimilates ill
with visions of political liberty, and except occasionally
and for immediate objects disclaims connection with
theories to which it is naturally an enemy. The special
grievances of which Irish Catholics complained might
incline them, however, to make common cause with
those whose aim was universal emancipation. Mean-
while the northern Presbyterians were hereditary
republicans. Smarting with the additional wrongs
which had been inflicted on them in Ireland, they had
sympathised ardently with the revolt of the Ameri-
can colonies, and in the American success.they had
seen an earnest of the ultimate success of their prin-
ciples. They had furnished the strength of the Volun-
teer movement, they had been clamorous for Parlia-
mentary reform, and though baffled so far, had lost no
atom of their faith or their enthusiasm. No less
strong were the liberal emotions of the rising genera-
tion of educated Irish gentlemen. Trinity College
was a hotbed of liberal sentiment. Every clever
Irish lad was a born orator, and the orator every-
where is the natural champion of wild imaginations.
Among the lawyers, the younger men of business, the
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aspiring tradesmen, the men of letters, the poets, the
artists, the feeling was the same. Grattan was the
universal idol, while in the lower stratifications, among
the houghers and the tarring and feathering com-
mittee, the city mob was in perfect enmity against the
authors of the tyrannous Police Bill.

In union alone was there to be found strength.
The Protestant reformers who were in earnest felt
that they were nothing without the Catholics. Paris
had abolished distinctions of creed. Ireland’s first
cry was to recall three million fellow-citizens to the
national standard. Catholic and Protestant were to
shake hands over the buried memories of ancient
quarrels, and combine in a glorious struggle against
the common foe.

CHAP.
L
Ny



THR ENGLISH IN IRELAND.

SECTION II.

Bvook THE character of the new movement may be conve-
X niently studied in the person of its most celebrated

1790.

representative. Theobald Wolfe Tone was born on
the 20th of June, 1763. His grandfather was a
farmer at Naas ; his father a coachmaker in Dublin.
Theobald was the eldest son. He was educated at a
good school, where he showed talents, but was in-
curably idle. His fancy was for the army, but his
father, ambitious for him of a higher career, sent him
instead to Trinity College, where, though the idleness
was uncured, he maintained his reputation for ability.
When he was nineteen he was second in a duel be-
tween two fellow-students, where his friend killed his
antagonist. Such a misfortune was too common to
attract notice. Tone finished his college career as if
nothing had happened, and immediately after he fell
in love. His fair one returned his affection. As
neither of them possessed a sixpence, they feared their
parents might interpose delays, so they shortened the
road to happiness by an elopement. This, too, was
in keeping with the general recklessness of the tnne

The young couple were forgiven, but Theobald, leaving
his airy ways, was condemned to a profession. The wife
remained in Dublin. The husband was sent to Lon-;
don, according to Irish custom, to study law for two
years at the Temple. The responsibilities of matri-
mony failed to steady so mercurial a temperament.
Young Tone hated law as he hated all regular studies.
He never opened his Blackstone. He eked out his
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resources by writing articles for newspapers. He CHAP.

9

meditated emigration to the South Sea Islands, and — %

addressed a memorial to Pitt on the propriety of
founding a military college there. His communica-
tion being left unnoticed, he vowed that he would
make Pitt smart for neglecting him. He returned
to Dublin to be called to the bar in 1789, ¢ knowing,’
he says, ‘as much of law as he knew of necromancy.
He went circuit and paid his expenses ; but prefer-
ring to conquer fame and fortune by a less tedious
process, he turned to politics, composed a patriotic
pamphlet on the Round Robin, and attracted the
favourable notice of the Opposition leaders. George
Ponsonby smiled upon him. The Northern Whig
Club, the brother society of the club in Dublin,
established by Lord Moira and Lord Charlemont,
elected him a member.

Tone, however, had already outgrown the Whig
philosophy. He had found a friend in the gallery of
the House of Commons of more congenial tempera-
ment, a retired ensign, who had been in India, named
Russell. These two, with Tone’s young wife, spent
the summer of 1790 together by the sea. They had
little hopes of their own country. Tone turned his
thoughts again to emigration, a second time he drew
an outline of his colonial scheme, and sent it, not
again to Pitt, but to Lord Grenville. The project
was not without sense, for Lord Grenville sent him a
courteous acknowledgment, and promised to bear his
overtures in mind.

¢ If the plan had been followed,’ says Tone, ¢ Russell
and I were both going instead of planning revolutions
in Ireland;’ but Lord Grenville thought no more of
the matter, and confessing frankly that personal

1790.
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BOOK  resentment was the explanation of his subsequent
——— conduct, he renewed his vow to make the Cabinet

1790.

repent. In the winter he founded a rival club in
Dublin, composed of spirits like his own. Among
the members were Mr. Stack, a clerical fellow of
Trinity ; Whitly Stokes, the dean, keeper of the
college lions, as Tone nicknamed him ; Dr. Drennan,
a physician ; Peter Burrowes, a rising barrister ;
Thomas Addis Emmett, a barrister also, elder brother
of Robert, all of whom left their mark in the develop-
ment of the Irish drama.

Of this party, Tone liked Whitly Stokes the best,
their opinions most nearly coinciding ; the sole fault
of Stokes being that he was not for lawless measures.
¢ What he would highly that he would holily.” A
reservation which Tone early concluded it would be
impossible to allow.

The Bastile fell in July 1789 ; in 1790, Burke
published his letters on the French Revolution, to
which Tom Paine replied with ¢ The Rights of Man.’
Tone and his friends were for Tom Paine, and young
Ireland was of the same way of thinking. In Tone’s
own words, ‘ oppressed, plundered, insulted Ireland’
was electrified into life.! The Northern Whig Club,
spite of its aristocratic connections, was scarcely less
sympathetic. The Irish Parliament was dissolved in
the summer, and the members spared neither their
fortunes nor their energies to defeat the Castle can-
didates. Robert Stewart,”? then an ardent patriot,
carried Down in the popular interest after a struggle
of fifty-four days. Sir Hercules Rowley and Mr.
O’Neil, both members of the club, were returned for

! Memoirs of Theobald Wolfe * Afterwards Lord Castlereagh,
Tone, by himaelf. then twenty-one years old.
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Antrim. They were carried through Belfast in a cHaP.
triumphal car with cannons firing. Volunteers re- — % _

vived for the occasion, marched at their side; and
Hibernia walked before them with a wreath in one
hand and a pole with a cap of liberty in the other.
The town was illuminated at night. Fires blazed on
all the adjoining hill tops, and the Volunteer Light
Dragoons met on Bunker’s Hill, name of significant
omen, to swear that they would never lay down their
arms till their country was free.! The city deter-
mined that in the ensuing year it would observe the
14th of July with becoming solemnity as the anni-
versary of the fall of the Bastile.

Fired with these scenes, and seeing, as he supposed,
the fields ripening rapidly for the harvest, Ensign
Russell, who was now living at Belfast, invited Tone
to sketch an outline of policy to be ready for the
celebration. Tone replied with composing a sin-
gular and characteristic paper, which, however ex-
travagant and absurd it may appear, yet must be read
also with the recollection that it kindled a fire in
Ireland which a hundred thousand men scarcely
sufficed to extinguish, and which cost sixty thousand
Irish lives.

The object was to form a society of ¢ United
Irishmen.” It was to be instituted ¢ with the secrecy
and something of the ceremonial of Freemasonry ;
secrecy to pique curiosity; ceremonial to strike the
soul through the senses, and addressing the whole
man, ammate his p]nlosophy by the energy of his
passions.’

¢ Secrecy,’ writes Tone, ¢is expedient and necessary. It
will make the bond of union more cohesive and the spirit of

! History of Belfast, p. 345.

1790.
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union more ardent and more condensed. It will envelope
the dense flame with a cloud of gloomy ambiguity that will
not only facilitate its own agency, but will confound and
terrify its enemies by their ignorance of the design, the
direction, or the consequences. It will throw a veil over
those individuals whose professional prudence might make
them wish to lie concealed. . . . A country so great a
stranger to itself as Ireland, where North and South and
East and West meet to wonder at each other, is not yet
prepared for the adoption of one political faith; while there
may be individuals from each of these quarters ready to
adopt such a profession, to propagate it with their best
abilities, and, when necessary, with their blood. Our pro-
vinces are ignorant of each other; our island is connected ;
we ourselves are insulated, and distinctions of rank and
property and religious persuasion have hitherto been not
merely lines of difference, but brazen walls of separation.
We are separate nations, met and settled together, not
mingled but convened — uncemented, like the image which
Nebuchadnezzar saw, with a head of fine gold, legs of ironm,
feet of clay—parts that do not cleave to one another.

¢ In the midst of an island where manhood has met and
meets with such severe humiliation, where selfish men and
classes have formed a malignant conspiracy against public
good, let our beneficent conspiracy arise—one plot of patriots
pledged by solemn adjunction to each other in the service
of the people—the people in the largest sense of that mo-
mentous word. Let the cement of this constitutional com-
pact be a principle of such strong attraction as completely
to overpower all accidental and temporary repulsions, and
thus consolidate the scattered and shifting sand of society
into an adhesive and immovable caisson, sunk beneath the
dark and troubled waters.

¢ Our society will not call itself a Whig Club or a Revo-
lution Society. It will not be an aristocracy affecting the
language of patriotism. . . . It will not by views merely re-
trospective stop the ‘march of mankind, or force them back
into the lanes and alleys of their ancestors. Let its name be
the ¢ Irish Brotherhood.” Let its aim be to make the light
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of philanthropy—a pale and ineffectual light—converge, and
by converging kindle into ardent, energetic, enthusiastic
love for Ireland that genuine, unadulterated enthusiasm
which descends from a luminous head to a burning heart, and
impels the spirit of man to exertions unequivocally great.
What is our end? The rights of man in Ireland! The
greatest happiness of the greatest numbers in this island ;
the inherent and indefeasible claims of every free nation to
rest in this nation; the will and power to be happy; to
pursue the common weal as an individual pursues his pri-
vate welfare, and to stand in insulated independence an
imperatorial people.

¢ The greatest happiness of the greatest number! On the
rock of this principle let this Society rest; by this let it
judge and determine every political question ; and whatever
is necessary for this end let it not be counted hazardous, but
rather our interest, our duty, our glory, our common reli-
gion. . . . Let every member wear, day and night, an amulet
round his neck, containing the great principle which unites
the brotherhood, in letters of gold on a ribbon striped with
all the original colours, and enclosed in a sheath of white
silk, to represent the pure union of the mingled rays and
the abolition of all superficial distinctions, all colours and
shades of difference, for the sake of an illustrious end. Let
this amulet of union, faith, and honour depend from the
neck, and be bound about the body next to the skin, and
close to the heart. . . . This is enthusiasm! It is so. And
who has a spark of Hibernicism in his nature who would
not feel it kindle into a flame of generous enthusiasm ? Who
that has a drop of sympathy in his heart, and sees how hap-
piness is heaped up in mounds, how misery is diffused and
dividled among the millions, does not exclaim, ¢ Alas for
the suffering, and oh for the power to redress it!” Who is
there that has enthusiasm sufficient to such an exclamation
that would not combine with others as honest as himself
to make the will live in the act, and to swear he will re-
dress it ?

¢ Let the Society meet four times a year, and an acting
committee once a month. Let these meetings be convivial,

13
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but not the transitory patriotism of deep potations. Con-
fidential — the heari open, but the door locked. Conver-
sational —not a debating society. There is toc much
haranguing in this country already—a very great .n-
dance of sound. Would that we spoke more laconics ly and
acted more emphatically ! and we shall do so when our aim
is at something nobler and fairer than even the sublime and
beautiful of Mr. Burke—the sublimity of common-sense,
the beauty of common weal.

¢ Qur Society should be chaste and cautious in the selec-
tion of members, shunning equally the giddiness of the boy
and the sullen indifference to the public good which comes
with dedline of years. They should be honest Irishmen,
of whatever rank, of whatever religion, who know liberty,
who love it, who wish to have it, and who will have it.

¢ The external business of the Society will be—

‘1. Publications to propagate their principles, and effect
their ends.

€2, To keep up communication with the different towns,
and to use every exertion to accomplish a national conven-
tion of the people of Ireland.

¢3. To communicate with similar societies abroad, as the
Jacobin Club in Paris, the Revolution Society in England,
the Committee for Reform in Scotland. Let the nations
go abreast. Let the interchange of sentiment among man-
kind concerning the rights of man be as immediate as pos-
sible.

¢ Eulogies of such men as have deserved well of their
country until death should be from time to time delivered
by one of the brotherhood. Their works should live in a
library, to be founded by the Society, and dedicated to
liberty ; and the portraits of such men should adorn it. Let
the shades of the mighty dead look down and consecrate our
meetings. The Athenians fastened their edicts on the statues
of their ancestors. Let our laws and liberties have a similar
attachment, taking heed always to remember what has been
too much forgotten, that we are to be ancestors ourselves;
and as our bodies moulder down after death, merely to pass
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into new forms of life, let our spirits preserve a principle of cHAP.

animation to postenty, and germinate from the grave.

¢ W'at time is most applicable for the establishment of
th’ tution? Evennow. Le grand art est dans 'apropos.
Why 1 | administration so imperious? Because the nation
does not act. The Whig Club is not a transfusion from the
people. We do not understand that club, and they do not feel
for us. When the aristocracy comes forward, the people
fall backward. When the people come forward, the aristo-
cracy, fearful of being left behind, insinuate themselves into
our ranks, and rise into timid leaders or treacherous auxili-
aries. They mean to make us their instruments. Let us
rather make them our instruments. One of the two must
happen. . . . On the 14th of July, which shall ever comme-
morate the French Revolution, let this Society pour out
their first libation to European liberty, eventually the liberty
of the world, and with their hands joined in each other, and
their eyes raised to heaven, in His presence who breathed
into them an everliving soul, let them swear to maintain the
rights and prerogatives of this nation as men, and the rights
and prerogatives of Ireland as an independent people. “Dieu
et mon droit” is the motto of kings. ¢ Dieu et la liberté,”
exclaimed Voltaire, when he first beheld Franklin. ¢ Dieu
et nos droits,” let Irishmen cry aloud to each other—the
ery of mercy, of justice, and of victory.’!

Accompanying this singular production were a
series of resolutions for Parliamentary reform and
Catholic emancipation, adopted and printed imme-
diately afterwards in the programme of the society,?
and a private letter evidently addressed to Russell,
in which the writer explained his views more fully
than in a paper intended for wider circulation.?

1 Abridged from a copy in the Irishmen.’ Dublin, 1794, pp. 3, 4.
State Paper Office.—Irish MSS,, 3 A copy of this letter also fell
June 1790, privately furnished to into the Viceroy’s hands, probably
the Government, and transmitted by treachery, and was enclosed to
by Lord Westmoreland. the Cabinet in the same packet.

2 ¢ Acts of the Society of United

b—,‘,
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¢ The foregoing resolutions,’ said the writer, ¢ contain my
true and sincere opinion of the state of this country, so far
as in this present juncture it may be advisable to publish it.
They fall short of the truth, but truth itself must sometimes
condescend to temporise. My unalterable opinion is that
the bane of Irish prosperity is the influence of England.
I believe that influence will ever be extended while the con-
nection between the countries continues. Nevertheless, as
I know, that opinion is for the present too hardy, though
a little time may establish it universally, I have not made
it a part of the resolutions.

¢ The Whig Club are not sincere friends to the popular
cause. They dread the people as much as the Castle does.
I dare say that my Lord Charlemont, and I am pretty sure
that Mr. Grattan, would hesitate at the resolutions which I
send. I beg you will dismiss the respect for great names.
Read them, and read what I have now said,! and determine
impartially between us. I have alluded to the Catholics,
but so remotely as not to alarm the most cautious Protes-
tant. It is, indeed, nonsense to talk of a reform in Ireland in
which they shall not have their due share. To fear the
Catholics is a vulgar and ignorant prejudice. Look at France
and America ; the Pope burnt in effigy at Paris; the Eng-
lish Catholic at this hour seceding from his Church; a
thousand arguments crowd on me; but it is unnecessary
here to dwell on them. The opportunity for publishing the
resolutions will be the 14th of July, at the commemoration
of the French Revolution—that morning-star of liberty to
Ireland.’

1 The resolutions were three:—  method of opposing that influence
¢1. That the weight of English was by Reform of Parliament.
influence was so great as to require ¢ 8. That no Reform was prac-
a cordial union of all the people of ticable which did notinclude Irish-
Ireland to maintain liberty. men of every religious persuasion.’
2. That the only constitutional
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SECTION III

As a preparation for the celebration of the taking of
the Bastile at Belfast, the Northern Whig Club held a
preliminary meeting on the 15th of June, the anni-
versary of the signature of Magna Charta. The aris-
tocratic composition of that body was unsatisfactory
to the ardent reformers. Its sentiments were con-
sidered timid and hesitating. Liberal public opinion
nevertheless must have been far gone, even in those
circles, when a society which contained Charlemont,
Moira, Lord Clifford, Robert Stewart,! and Sir
Hercules Rowley could accept as toasts, and drink
with wild enthusiasm, ¢ the Revolution,’ ¢ the National
Assembly of France, ‘the Majesty of the People,’
‘ Tom Paine,’ and * the Rights of Man.’? 1In the féte
which followed on the 14th Belfast rivalled Paris in
extravagance. The event of the day was described as
the grandest in human history. The heart that could
not sympathise with it was declared depraved. The
ceremonial commenced with a procession. The Volun-
teer companies, re-filled to their old numbers, marched
first, with banners and music. A battery of cannon
followed, and behind the cannon a portrait of Mirabeau.
Then a gigantic triumphal car, bearing a broad sheet
of canvas, on which was painted the opening of the
Bastile dungeons. In the foreground was the wasted
figure of the prisoner who had been confined there
thirty years, melting all eyes to tears; in the near
1 Afterwards Lord Castlereagh.
3 History of Belfast, pp. 347-8.
VOL. IIL c
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Book distance the doors of the cells flung back, disclosing the
I gkeletons of dead victims or living wretches writhing
1791 in chains and torture. On the reverse of the canvas
Hibernia was seen reclining, one hand and one foot in
gshackles, and a Volunteer artilleryman holding before

her radiant eyes the image of Liberty.

The Whig Club brought up the rear, walking two-
and-two, in green cockades, the entire Society except
Charlemont being present to do honour to the occa-
sion, and among them, therefore, Lord O’Neil, Moira,
and Castlereagh.

In the evening three hundred and fifty patriots
sat down to dinner in the Linen Hall. They drank
to the King of Ireland. They drank to Washington,
the ornament of mankind. They drank to Grattan,
Molyneux, Franklin, and Mirabeau—these last two
amidst applause that threatened to shake the building
to the ground.

Belfast evidently was in fine revolutionary con-
dition, and was therefore well-selected by Tone as the
scene of his first operations. In his diary he informs
the world ¢ that he was determined to subvert the
tyranny of an execrable Government, and make
Ireland free” He was sure of the Catholics. * He
knew that there existed, however it might be con-
cealed, in the breast of every Irish Catholic an inex-
tinguishable abhorrence of the English name and
power.” He was sure, too, of sympathy from the
Presbyterian Liberals of the Ulster towns. He
hoped to gain all the Presbyterians, seeing how long
they had suffered from the proud Establishment.
But the Catholic question was a difficulty, both in
town and country. There were unpleasant rumours
of the Peep-of-Day Boys, of farmers in the Down and
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Antrim hills so far behind their age as to think more cnar.
of the defence of Derry than the taking of the Bastile, — %

to hate Popery worse than they hated England. To
them he addressed himself in a pamphlet which his
friends in the North printed and circulated. In Oc-
tober he went down to Belfast with his friend Russell,
toinaugurate there the firstlodge of the society which
he had succeeded at last in founding, and to contend
against anti-Catholic prejudice. In his diary he has
drawn the portraits of the two bold youths who were
setting forth to measure swords with the British
Empire, and of the dreams which inspired them.

*October. Belfast. — Secret Committee. Dined
with Sinclair! Politics and wine. Paine’s book.
P. P2 very drunk.

¢ October 16 (Sunday).—Vile sermon against smug-
gling and about loyalty, and all that. Put the ques-
tion to D. relative to Ireland’s existence independent
- of England. D.’s opinion decidedly for independence.
France would help, and Ireland without debt would
spring up like an air-balloon and leave England far
behind.

¢ October 21.—Dinner with D. Battle on the Ca-
tholic question. They agree to the justice of emanci-
pation, but boggle at expediency—damned nonsense.
Russell eloquent. Ready to fight. Arguments over a
- bottle foolish.

¢ October 23.—Dinner at A. Stewart’s, with a
parcel of squires from Down. Persuaded myseif and
Russell afterwards that we were hungry. Went to
Donegal Arms. Supped on a lobster. Drunk; ill-
natured to Russell. Mem., to do so no more.

¢ October 24.—Woke sick. Couldn't eat.

1 A leading Belfast Republican. 3 His friend Russell.
c2
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¢ October 25.—Dinner at Furious battle on
the Catholic question. Neither party convinced.
Damned stuff. Home early. Russell well on, but not
quite gone,’ &c., &c.

Under such auspices, and by such men, the Society
of United Irishmen was launched at Belfast; and a
start thus made, the two apostles of liberty returned
to Dublin, to found a sister lodge in the metro-
polis. Simon Butler, younger brother of Lord
Mountgarret, was the first chairman. Napper Tandy,
¢ with the frenzy-rolling eye,” volunteered as secretary.
On the 9th of November the first meeting was held,
at the Eagle, in Eustace Street, when the three reso-
lutions already accepted in the North were adopted
as principles of action: to emancipate Ireland from
English influence, to reform the Parliament, and to
unite the people of Ireland of all creeds and races in
a common bond. The third resolution was essential
to the first and second, yet to obtain its acceptance
proved a harder task than Tone anticipated. He
was assured of the hatred of the Catholics to
England. The hatred was rather to Protestants,
Presbyterian as well as Anglican, and a signal
illustration of it had just shown itself in Ulster.
Mr. Jackson, of Armagh, who died in 1787, had
left an estate to maintain schools where there was
to be no distinction of religion. These schools
were condemned by the priests. The trustees were
repeatedly fired at. In the spring of 1791 the house
of one of the masters, Alex. Barclay, was broken
open. Three men rushed in, twisted a cord about his
neck till they pressed his tongue out, and cut it off.
They cut off the fingers and thumb of his right hand.
They seized his wife, cut out her tongue, and cut off
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her fingers. They then cut out her child’s tongue,
and slashed away the calves of his legs. The one
offence which the man had committed was the teach-
ing in a school of which the priests disapproved.
They made no concealment. They went with torches
along the road to their work as if for a public pur-
pose. This act was the admiration of the barony,
and it was said openly that unless the schools were
abandoned all concerned in them should suffer in the
same way.’

The mutilation of Barclay was a spurt from the
old fire of 1641. There were other Catholics of
course who, as in 1641 also, abhorred the cruelties
which brought discredit on their cause, who repre-
sented themselves as eager for an opportunity of
showing their loyalty, who undertook, if Government
would trust them with arms, to be the first to repress
and punish the atrocities of their wilder brethren.
For their sakes the penal code had been relaxed.
The Castle had been long on kindly terms with their
prelates. Liberal opinion in England had long been
working in their favour. Pitt, an advocate for Reform,
was an advocate equally for Catholic Emancipation.
He had sought the opinion of the Universities of
France and Spain, on the charges generally alleged
. against Catholics, that their allegiance to their sove-
reign was subordinate to their allegiance to the Pope;
that they held that heretics might be lawfully put to
death, and that no faith was to be kept with them.
The Universities had unanimously disavowed doc-
trines which they declared at once inhuman and
unchristian, and on the strength of the disavowal the

1 ¢Report of the Trustees of the Jackson Charity,’ February 1,1791.—
Musgrave's History of the Irish Rebellion, vol. i.
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British Parliament repealed the Penal Acts of William
for England and Scotland, restored to the Catholics
the free use of their chapels, and re-admitted them to
the magistracy.

Which of the two parties among the Catholics of
Ireland would direct the action of the general body,
if similar confidence was extended to them in that
island, might still be uncertain. Pitt believed, on the
whole, that the Liberal policy would be the safest
policy; that the savage spirit was sustained by the
disabilities, and that the hatred on which Irish
faction relied would disappear before judicious concili-
ation. The Belfast demonstration made him the more
anxious te anticipate the projected union of disaffec-
tion. As affairs in France assumed a darker aspect,
the great antagonist of the Revolution desired to rally
to the side of order every influence which could be
called Conservative. Of such influences the most
powerful was religion, and where could he find a
surer friend than in the ancient Church which the
Jacobins were trampling under their feet? He saw
before him a certain struggle with the potent, over-
crowing spirit which was shaking Europe to its founda-
tions, and with such a prospect the Irish problem
became of pressing consequence. Disaffection in
Ireland had been a most mischievous factor in the
war with America. A union of Irishmen in the in-
terest of nationality and revolution might prove
incomparably more dangerous, while there never
could be a fairer occasion to recover the loyalty of the
respectable portion of the Irish Catholic community,
and to give them an opportunity of washing out the
stains which clung to them in the traditions of the past.
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In these views Pitt had an ardent supporter in cmar.
Edmund Burke. Swept as he was into the stream . T _

of English politics, identified with English states-
manship, and occupied with the great questions of
the imperial and internal policy of the British domi-
nions, Burke had never forgotten the land of his
birth, and had never missed an opportunity of being
of service to her. He read her history with a pre-
Judiced affection, which saw the wrongs which she
had suffered, and was blind to the crimes which had
provoked them. He had been her advocate in the first
Whiteboy insurrection. He had braved the anger of
his Bristol constituents by reprobating the restrictions

on her trade. He had denounced the Irish Penal Laws.

as without example for inhumanity and cruelty, al-
though they were almost a transcript from the laws
passed in France on the revocation of the Edict of
Nantes, although the laws against Protestants in
Papal Italy and Spain were more cruel by far than
the laws in Ireland against Catholics. His opinions
on these subjects had long been openly expressed.
The conviction became more keen with the progress
of the French Revolution. Welcome as it had been
to him at its dawn, when it appeared only to be the
rising of an oppressed people against aristocratic
tyranny, the Revolution became an object of abhor-
rence to him when it declared war against priests.
Burke was not himself a Catholic, but as little was
he a Protestant. His sympathies were with the old
faith. His most intimate friends were Catholics to
the end, and at the end even more than at the begin-
ning. His advice to Pitt, his advice to the world,
was to save his countrymen from the revolutionary

1791,
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Thus the Irish Catholics, who in the eyes of Swift
were hewers of wood and drawers of water, doomed
to immediate extinction, and protracting their waning
existence by the condescending toleration of the Go-
vernment, found themselves with two roads opening
before them, either of which might restore them to
the ascendancy which they had lost at the Boyne
and at.Aghrim. Tone was doubtless right in saying
that at the bottom they all hated England; but some
of them hated the Revolution worse, and dreaded
besides the possible consequences to them of another

- war; while the fiercer spirits, identifying religion

with nationality, dreaming of the recovery of their
lost estates, and of revenge on the old oppressors,
looked, like Phelim O’Neil and Roger Moore, in 1641,
to a general overthrow of authority. Let the in-
vader be swept first out of the island with any help
that offered itself ; other accounts could be settled

erwards, when they had the island to themselves.

The Catholic Bishops and clergy, Irish at heart, yet
terrified at the aspect of France, were inclined rather
to order and to the English connection, if England
would give them what they asked. By them the
Catholic Committee in Dublin had hitherto submitted
to be guided. In 1790 they prayed Parliament for a
further removal of their disabilities. Not a member
of the House of Commons could be found to present
their petition. Confident in Pitt’s disposition towards
them, the Catholic prelates published a letter con-
demning revolutionary principles. At the beginning
of 1791 a sub-committee advised another attempt of
the same kind, not to ask for definite measures of
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relief, but mildly to express a hope that they were
not to continue strangers in their own land, to de-
clare their confidence in the benignity of their Sove-
reign, and their willingness to submit their claims
to the wisdom and benevolence of the Legislature.
The leaven of the new spirit had by this time pene-
trated the Catholic organisation. A majority in the Ge-
neral Committee refused to sue any longer for rights
which they were entitled to demand; and relying on
promises from Belfast, exclaimed against an attitude
which would encourage a continuance of tyranny.

The line of division became thus definitely appa-
rent. Lord Kenmare, Lord Fingal, Lord Gormans-
town, and sixty prelates and gentlemen, withdrew from
an association with whose views they were no longer
in harmony. The Government accepted the seceders
as the true representatives of Catholic sentiment.
In September, after the Belfast demonstration, John
Keogh,a Dublin merchant, a man of some ability and in
the Bishops’ confidence, went to London, and had an
interview with Pitt. He was told generally that Eng-
land would make no objection if the Irish Parliament
would admit Catholics to the Bar and to the Commis-
sion of the Peace, The franchise was a future ques-
tion which would be open to consideration. Lord
Westmoreland was instructed to smoothe the way to-
wards concessions, and on the 21st of November he
was able to inform Dundas ¢ that he had pretty well
reconciled most of the friends of Government to the
policy of following the example of England.’!

1 ¢Lord Westmoreland to Dundas, November 21, 1791’ S.P. O.
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SECTION IV.

TaE plot was now rapidly thickening. Before pro-
ceeding with the story attention must be recalled to
the proceedings of the Irish Parliament during the first
two years of Lord Westmoreland’s administration.
Lord Buckingham had shown the agitators of the
House of Commons that Government was too strong
for them. They revenged themselves by abusing
Lord Buckingham’s memory, and worrying, though
they could not control, his successor. In the debate
on the Address at the opening of the session of 1790,
when Mr. Grattan produced as usual the list of Ire-
land’s grievances, Egan, a blunt, humorous barrister,
spoke of Buckingham as ‘our late execrated Chief
Governor;’ of Ireland as the political Botany Bay of

- Great Britain;’ of the Irish Parliament as being,

¢like the Temple of Jerusalem, polluted with money-
changers.’?

Grattan denounced Buckingham’s corruption. The
friends of Government were insolent in their majo-
rity. Dennis Browne spoke of the complaints of
undue influence as ‘the clamour of jobbers and
peculators, who had been repelled by the Viceroy with
contempt, and who therefore reviled and abused him.’
Toler ridiculed the Opposition as apostles of revo-
lution, whose language in plain English meant, ¢ Swal-
low our faith, and it shall make you whole, and damn
him everlastingly who will not thus think of our
politics.” Beresford, the new Commissioner of Re-
venue, carried the war into the enemy’s camp. He

i Irish Debates, January 22, 1790,
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admitted that ¢there was a certain influence in the
State;’ and ‘it was better placed,’ he said, ‘in a known -
and responsible power thanin the indentured appren-
tices of English faction.’

The inglorious battle raged from day to day, the
patriots dashing themselves against the chains, and
flinging into words the passion for which they could
find no escape in action.

Beresford’s defence brought up George Ponsonby.
* Good God, sir, said the future Chancellor, ¢ how
long shall we be told that influence is not too great ;
we who saw in the last session the very members
who joined in the censure of the Viceroy go up ten
days after to him cringing and crawling with an
address of congratulation ? If the House does not
resist such a system, there will be a day when the
contest will rest between the people and them, and
the nation as a nation will do themselves justice.’
‘ Let Ministers beware,’ said Lawrence Parsons,
‘how they teach the people that nothing short of
separation will attain for them good government.
Will any minister of England dare to say to the
people of Ireland, You are an independent kingdom,
the laws of England no longer bind you? You
have gained all that you asked. But I will make
you feel that you have gained nothing. I will increase
my influence over you and your Parliament, and I will
keep you to the end of time a degraded and depressed
dependency.’

¢ Modern patriotism,” said Mr. Johnson, with a
sarcasm which might have come from the Dean of
St. Patrick, ¢is to the political what a modern in-
fection is to the animal constitution. They are
equally the children of licentiousness, equally manifest
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BOOK their vigour by their venom, and nothing but the
-—-EI—« application of a metallic poison can stop the progress

1790

of either. Gold is to the political what mercury is to
the animal constitution, and the ministers and phy-
sicians who apply them are equally justified by the
necessity.’!

¢ The sale of peerages,’ said Curran, with a coun-
ter-thrust, ¢ is as notorious as that of the cast horses
in the Castle Yard ; the publicity the same, the terms
not very different, the horses not warranted sound,
and the other animals warranted rotten. When ar-
guments fail we are threatened! A million will be
expended in bribing the country at the next election
—to make us what? A catacomb of ministerial mum-
mies—not a scene of honest contest, not a temple of
liberty, but a den of thieves.’

Among gentle recriminations such as these the
session of 1790 passed away, some natural misgiving
never, it appeared, occurring to the patriot orators
that among a people so willing to be bribed, what
they called liberty was for ever impossible.

Early in the summer there was a dissolution and a
general election. The patriots carried Dublin and a
few counties in Ulster, but on the whole Curran’s
prophecy was fulfilled. The owners of property were
frightened by the revolution, and the Castle majority
was rather increased than diminished. The novel
feature in the new House was the introduction into it
of three men who, in their several ways, were to be-
come notable. Robert Stewart, the future Castlereagh,
was returned, as was said above, for Down; Arthur
Wesley, or Wellesley, for Trim; and Arthur O’Connor
for Philipstown.

V Irish Debates, February 4,1790.
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A short session was held in July to choose a cHaP.
Speaker. The strength of parties was exhibited in — = _

the selection of John Foster against William Pon-
sonby, who was put forward by the patriots. In the
succeeding January the House assembled for business
in a mood conspicuously sobered by the events on the
Continent. Grattan, as the day seemed going against
him, was more than usually magnificent, but his
oratory failed of its effect. Mervyn Archdall said,
and the House seemed to agree with him, that the
public owed more to the practical motions of honour-
able gentlemen who usually sate in silence ! than to in-
vective and brilliant rhetoric which died as it flashed
and left no mark behind it. To bid Grattan cease
his oratory was to bid him cease to be, for there was
nothing else which he could do. How little Grattan
knew of the real needs of Ireland, how careless he
could be on subjects which furnished no room for
appeal to political passion, he had now a remarkable
opportunity of showing.

There was in Dublin an institution called the
Foundling Hospital. It had large private funds, and
was assisted liberally by grants from Parliament.
Three hundred peers and gentlemen were the gover-
nors, and twenty-one at least were required to be pre-
sent at the periodical meetings of the board. Sir John
Blaquiere, in bringing the condition of the Hospital
before the House, stated that from the day of its
foundation as many as twenty-one governors had
never been in attendance save when some office was
to be given away. They had delegated their authority
to the treasurer. The treasurer had been bedridden

1 He was referring particularly for a committee of enquiry into the
to Mr. La Touche, who had moved increase of whisky-shops.
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for six years. In consequence Sir John had to men-

L tion circumstances ‘too horrible for the ear, which

1790.

the reporter, for the honour of his country, thought it
necessary to conceal.! Insubstance he stated that the
number of infants received in the past year into the
Hospital was 2,180, and that of that number as many
as 2,087 were dead or unaccounted for. A story so
startling was received with outcries of incredulity.
Ireland’s character was at stake before the world.
The Corporation of Dublin met and made enquiries,
and reported that the charge was utterly without
foundation. Blaquiere had moved for leave to intro-
duce a Bill to remodel the governing body. Grattan,
as member for the city, presented a petition that leave
be refused, and spoke warmly in vindication of the
existing management. Blaquiere was too sure of his
ground to be beaten from it by clamour. He was
surprised, he said, that so eminent a person as Mr.
Grattan should have become the advocate of abuses
which disgraced the society of men. He repeated
that out of 2,187 children introduced in one year
into the establishment more than 2,000 had disap-
peared. He held in his hand, he said, a return for
the last ten years which had been given upon oath.
In that time 19,368 children had been entered on
the books, and almost 17,000 were dead or missing.
A committee of enquiry was appointed. The con-
dition of the Hospital was sifted to the bottom. The
result was laid before the House by Blaquiere in the
ensuing year. The average annual number of infants
who survived admission to this beautiful institution,
taken on a large number of years, was 130. The

' Irish Debates, March 2, 1791,
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annual expenses were 16,000.. Each child, therefore, CHAP.
who was saved from death was costing the public ——

110/. He expected to find, he said, that his original
information had understated the frauds, but had
exaggerated the cruelty. He had been sorry to find
that although the robbery was, as he anticipated,
greater, the murders were no fewer than he had
before declared. The wretched little ones were sent
up from all parts of Ireland, ten or twelve of them
thrown together into a ‘kish,’ or basket, forwarded
on a low-backed car, and so bruised and crushed and
shaken at their journey’s end that half of them werc
taken out dead and were flung into the dungheap.
The Irish members were not especially soft-hearted,
but they could not listen without emotion to so hor-
rible a tale. One speaker appealed to his fox-hunting
friends whether they would not be more careful in
transmitting the whelps of their hounds. Dennis
Browne said truly that of all stories he had ever read
or heard of, the report of the committee was the most
horrible.! :
Such was the actual discharge of the common du-
ties of humanity in Dublin in the days when Ireland
had her own Parliament, and patriotic hearts were
at white heat to raise their country in the scale of
‘nations. But the popular tribunes, who were so busy
with the removal of ideal grievances, had no leisure
for the petty details of crime and misery. Sir John
Blaquiere was no political saint, but he could see the
horrors of wholesale infanticide. Grattan preferred to
rave against corruption, and even in his raving was
but half-sincere. When he divided the House upon

1 Irish Debates, March 12, 1792,

791.
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BoOK the mode in which the Castle influence was exerted,
2L Arthur O’Connor, the most advanced Radical in the
1791 House, voted against him. The Castle majority
had been created only to overcome the yet grosser
monopoly of power and patronage by the Boyles and
Ponsonbies. O’Connor refused to assist Grattan in
re-invigorating an aristocracy ‘¢ who had misgoverned

Ireland from the day of the Conquest.’!

! Irish Debates, March 19, 1791.
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SECTION V.

THE session of 1791 was as barren as its predecessor.
The working forces of the drama were no longer in the
Parliament. Could the Catholics be kept from dan-
gerous courses, they had a prospect of immediate and
perhaps complete emancipation from the English
Cabinet. The more disturbing, therefore, to their
moderate friends in both countries was the institution
.and rapid growth of the United Irishmen. At Beacons-
field especially they were watched with an emotion
which became at last unbearable. Mr. Richard
Burke, as often happens with the children of men of
genius, resembled his father in the form and manner
of his mind. The intellect only was absent, and the
place of it was supplied by vanity, In his own family
his defects were invisitfle. Edmund Burke regarded
Richard as immeasurably his own superior. They had
met and spoken with Keogh when he was in London
on the business of the Catholic Committee. It was
then perhaps that Richard Burke offered his services
to reconcile the two Catholic factions, and secure for
both the confidence of the British Government.

No time was to be lost. The Dublin Lodge of
United Irishmen contained already many Catholics.
It was even spoken of as a Catholic society.! Napper
Tandy, the noisiest of the demagogues, was its secre-
tary, and the violence of its manifestoes was fast
neutralising the efforts of the Viceroy to reconcile in-
fluential Protestants to emancipation.

1 ¢Lord Westmoreland to Dundas, November 21, 1791.
VOL. III D
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Describing himself as the agent of the Catholic
Committee, young Burke waited on Pitt and Dundas.
They expressed their pleasure that the Irish Catho-
lics should have chosen a representative whose name
was a security that they did not mean to join with
the revolutionists. They acknowledged their own
general wish to see the Catholics restored to their
rights as citizens. But Pitt, it is likely, saw the cha-
racter of the person with whom he was dealing—he
declined to say anything specific till he knew the
sentiments of the Irish Government. Richard Burke
said that he was going himself to Dublin. He asked
to be allowed to correspond privately with the Ca-
binet. Pitt declined to communicate with him except
through the Secretary at the Castle. He begged to
be allowed to take over with him ‘a confidential
communication of the sentiments which Mr. Pitt had
expressed,” that he might show it to his friends. Pitt
told him positively ¢ he could not gratify him in that
matter.” He asked whether Mr. Pitt would recom-
mend him to go. Pitt said that he must judge for
himself, and declined to advise. He consented, how-
ever, to give Burke a letter of introduction to the
Lord-Lieutenant. ‘From the anxiety which Mr.
Burke expressed that the Catholics and Dissenters
should not form a union together, the Cabinet had
no desire to restrain though they could not hinder his
journey.’!

Such was the account given by Dundas of this in-
terview, and had he told the whole truth, Westmore-
land would have had no cause of complaint. But in
the unguarded freedom of a private conversation the

1 ¢ Dundas to Westmoreland, January 29, 1792. Private.’ S, P. O.
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Ministers had evidently gone further than Dundas
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acknowledged. They had allowed Burke to talk at — L

length to them on the history of Ireland, to dilate on
the penal laws, to represent the Catholics as the
harmless victims of Protestant tyranny, and perhaps
unconsciously they had permitted these views to in-
fluence their policy. The same packet which carried
Burke to Dublin carried a public and a private letter
from Dundas to Westmoreland. The public letter
instructed him to recommend to the Irish Parliament
the concessions which had been already made in Eng-
land, the admission of the Catholics to the bar and
the magistracy, the repeal of the Intermarriage Act,
and the repeal of the law which forbade them to pos-
sess arms. On the franchise, too, the language was
scarcely ambiguous. The Viceroy was not formally
directed to make enfranchisement a Government
measure. It was admitted to be dangerous. But he
was informed that ‘the Cabinet considered that the
risk to the Protestant interest would be greater by
the total exclusion of the Catholics than by their
admission.’!

Such instructions were, to say the least of them,
extremely serious. The franchise was a point on
which Protestant opinion in Ireland was passionately
sensitive, and on which the Catholic Committee was
itself divided. It was still withheld even in England,
and at that very moment Fingal, Kenmare, Gormans-
town, and the other moderate Catholics who had
seceded from the more violent faction, were sending
in addresses, in which they deprecated the premature
agitation of so critical a question,® and desired to leave

! ¢Dundas to Westmoreland, * December 27, 1791. Printed
December 26, 1791 in Plowden.
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their pretensions to the discretion of the Legislature.
For the Cabinet to make itself the advocate of imme-
diate action and to throw the responsibility of refusal
on the Irish Parliament was ungenerous and ill-
advised. But this was not all. The secret com-
munication which accompanied the official despatch
was of a far more serious character.! ¢ In your private
letter,’ Lord Westmoreland wrote in reply,

¢I am directed to impress on the minds of leading people,
as a guide for their decision in the present discussion, that
they must not expect the power and resources of England
to be exerted in any contest that may arise for pre-eminence
or power between religious distinctions of Irishmen; that it
is your decided opinion all such differences, as far as regards
political considerations, should be done away. I must tell
you the inevitable results of communicating these sentiments
of yours. The fears and jealousies that universally affect
the Protestant mind are not confined to Parliament, but
affect almost every individual and every public body. The
steadiest friends of British government apprehend that
indulgence will give the Catholics strength to press for
admission to the State. In this they see the ruin of poli-
tical power to the Protestants, and—trifling as you may
consider the danger—a total change of the property of the
country. The final consequence will be a confederacy of
the Protestants, with very few exceptions, to resist every
concession. They will resolve to support their own situa~
tion by their own power. You will lose for the Catholics
the very indulgence which you desire to procure. You will
cause the conviction which it is your object to prevent.
The Catholic body can only act against the Protestant by
outrage and intimidation, and you will be obliged by the
necessary principles of government to spill the blood of the
very people whom the expectation of your indifference may
have raised to a state of ferment. The next consequence

1 This letter is not in the State it can be gathered from Lord
Paper Office, but the subetance of Westmoreland’s reply.
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will be a general confederacy against the present Adminis-
tration, the Protestant interest considering themselves made
a sacrifice to false policy or resentment. What is the state
of this country ? The Government strong ; the Parliament
well-disposed ; the country quiet; the Catholics of respec-
table landed property and clergy disavowing every turbu-
lent sentiment, stepping forward and separating themselves
from the agitators. Some concession is due to them, but
the publication of your sentiments would at once shut the
door. Why sacrifice our present strength? Why sacri-
fice an old and established policy which has for a century
maintained the Government of Ireland, to the intimidation
of Napper Tandy and his associates at the head of the
lower rank of Catholics in Dublin unconnected with the
nobility, landed gentry, or clergy of their communion ?

¢If I am to understand that I am directed to endeavour
to reconcile the minds of Protestants to the English conces-
sions, or admission to the franchise, by an information or
intimidation that England will not interfere in any contest
produced by refusal, and that even those concessions are to
be considered as a prelude to the abolition of all religious
distinctions, I must request you will again take the sense
of his majesty’s confidential servants, and if they continue
of the mind that such language shall be held, that you will
send me positive directions how I am to proceed, that I may
not be counted as responsible.’!

The writing of the private letter had, unfortunately,
not been the limit of Dundas’s rashness. What he
had written to Westmoreland he had said to the im-
petuous youth who was coming forward as the Ca-
tholic champion. Young Burke had rushed over
open-mouthed, declaring himself ethpowered to inform
the Catholic Committee of the real intentions of Mr.
Pitt’s Administration. He called on the Secretary,
Major Hobart, at the Castle, and presented Pitt’s

1 ¢ Westmoreland to Dundas, January, 1792. Private’ Abridged.
S.P. 0.
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BoOEK letter. Hobart invited him to his house, and talked
L freely with him on the subject of his mission, but

Jan

1792, . .
wary, So00n found ¢ he would not continue on that footing,’

but insisted that he had separate authority from the
Cabinet.! The introduction from the Prime Minister
gave a quasi countenance to this strange pretension.
Mr. Burke’s next proceeding was to furnish Hobart
with a dissertation on the rebellion of 1641, and to
protest, in the Committee’s name, against the recep-
tion or publication of any more moderate addresses
from the loyal Catholics. ¢ If such a step was perse-
vered in,’ he said, ‘it would lay the foundation of a
complicated and incurable civil war.’

Hobart wrote to Dundas, enclosing this produc-
tion, and informing him of the behaviour of his pro-
tégé. ‘I should undervalue your understanding,’
he said, ‘if I troubled you with a comment upon this
composition : the folly and insolence of it is in
keeping with the whole of his conduct. There is
not a man in the country with whom he has con-
versed, except those belonging to the Catholic Com-
mittee, that does not consider him the most barefaced
incendiary that ever hazarded the peace of the
country. He has made many people believe that the
English Cabinet has determined to sacrifice the Pro-
testants of Ireland to the Catholics.’®

Dundas savagely disclaimed having given Burke
authority to speak for the Administration,* but he
could not dispel the’impression already created, nor did
the disclaimer arrive in time to prevent most serious

1 ¢Major Hobart to Dundas, 3 ¢Major Hobart to Dundas,
January 17 8. P, O, January 17,1792, Private.’ S.P,O.
# Alluding perhaps to the diffe- 4 ¢To Westmoreland, January
rence between the Kilkenny Parlia- 29. Private’ 8. P.O.
ment and the native Irish.
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confusion. The Catholic Committee, relying on
Burke’s language, denounced the Kenmare address.
Dr. McKenna, a prominent member of the advanced
faction, issued a counter-manifesto. Burke called on
Fitzgibbon to inform him that all communications of
the Castle with the Catholics must pass through the
Committee, and to tell him ‘that if at some early
period the Catholics were to be admitted to seatsin
Parliament,” the Committee would for the present be
contented with the English concessions.! On reflec-
tion he felt that he had been too modest. Prepara-
tory to the meeting of Parliament he conveyed to
Hobart the Committee’s ultimatum. Their present de-
mand was for admission to the Bar, to the magistracy,
to the grand and petty juries, and for a right of voting
at the county elections. *I shall be happy,’ he said,
‘ to receive the answer of Government as soon as is
convenient on these points. If I am not favoured
with it before next Saturday, I shall conclude that
your silence proceeds from a natural reluctance to
employ your pen in conveying to me the disagreeable
intelligence that the representations made to Govern-
ment by the Catholics of Ireland have failed of
success, and I shall inform my clients accordingly.’?
Never was Irish Viceroy in such a situation as
Lord Westmoreland. Parliament was to meet on the
19th of January, and as yet there had been no time
to receive from England a retractation of the ill-con-
sidered language of Dundas. A son of Edmund

! ¢Edward Cooke to Bernard
Scrope, January 11. Private.’
8. P.O.

Fitzgibbon spoke of McKenna's
manifesto, and called it conceited
bombast. Burke said that for him-

self he highly approved of it, and
that Grattan, who had seen it be-
fore it was printed, approved of it
also.
% ¢Richard Burke to Major Ho-
bart, January 11,1792 8. P. O.
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Burke had appeared in Dublin as the agent of a re-

i volutionary body, yet introduced by the ©rime

1792.
January.

Minister, declaring himself in the confidence of the
Cabinet, and insisting on measures unhappily iden-
tical with those recommended in the private' letters
of the Home Secretary. It was hardly possible to
doubt that he was speaking the truth. He was tell-
ing the Catholics that if they chose to rebel they had
nothing to fear from England. Dundas had said the
same thing, and had not yet unsaid it. The most
moderate Catholics were beginning to ask ‘how it
was to be expected that they should desist from
pressing the point of suffrage, when it was thrown
at their heads by the Ministers of England?’

¢ If you suppose,’ wrote Major Hobart to Dundas,

¢ That the Protestants will yield without a struggle, be
assured you are misinformed. Let me impress upon your
mind that the connection between England and Ireland
rests absolutely on Protestant ascendency. Abolish dis-
tinctions, and you create a Catholic superiority. If ever
the Catholics are persuaded that the Protestants are not
certain of English support, they will instantly think it worth
while to hazard a conflict. It may be said, What is it to
England whether Protestants or Catholics have the pre-
eminence in Ireland ? It is of as much consequence as the
connection between the two countries, for on that it depends.
While you maintain the Protestant ascendency the ruling
powers in Ireland look to England as the foundation of their
authority. A Catholic Government could maintain itself
without the aid of England, and must inevitably produce a
separation of the Executive, to be followed by a separation
of the countries. You must be aware of all the property
which Englishmen possess in Ireland. It will be forfeited
on the first appearance of success on the part of the Catho-
lics. Are you prepared to meet the clamours of those who

-have an interest in property in Ireland? You will never
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have the country quiet till strong and decided language is
held b;- the British Government on the principle of exclu-
sion from the suffrage—the language which would have
answered every purpose before Mr. Burke’s arrival. He
has 80 completely impressed an opinion that the British
Cabinet has acquiesced, that nothing short of a positive
- declaration to the contrary will remove the alarm of the
- Protestants, or check the threatening importunity of the
Catholics.”!

On the eve of the session the Viceroy called a
meeting of such of the servants of the Crown as he
- could best depend on—Fitzgibbon,? Wolfe,® Beresford,
the Archbishop of Cashel, Charles Agar,* Sir John
Parnell,’ and Prime Serjeant Fitzgerald. He laid be-
fore them the instructions of the Cabinet, and invited
their opinion. They agreed unanimously that neither
~ ‘the point of arms nor of the franchise’ could be
~ carried in the present humour of Parliament, and

that the attempt to force them would be as impolitic
as it would be useless. Beresford objected to the
"principle of concession, but under the circumstances
was inclined to yield unimportant points. The Arch-
bishop was for maintaining the existing law in its
fullest stringency.

Westmoreland suggested that if trouble followed
on the refusal of the relaxation which the British
Parliament had granted, the English Government
might decline to support the Protestant party.

The Archbishop said truly that the situations of
England and Ireland were totally different. In Ire-
land the private fortune of every Protestant was at
stake. Parnell was scarcely less determined, but

! ¢Msjor Hobart to Dundas, Lord Kilwarden, and murdered in
January 17. Private’ S.P.0.  Emmett’s insurrection.

? The Chancellor. ¢ Afterwards Lord Somerton.
3 Attorney-General, afterwards 5 Chancellor of the Exchequer.
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considered it might be prudent to give way in trifles

VI 411 ¢ the Reform frenzy ’ had burnt itself out in France.
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The conclusion at last arrived at was, follow the Eng-
lish model, open the professions, and repeal the Inter-
marriage Act. The object of Napper Tandy and
the Committee was to prevent moderate concessions,
to keep up the ferment. Some effort, it was thought,
must be made by the Government to prevent the
better-disposed Catholics from falling under their
control.

The Council, nevertheless, though admitting the
necessity, were still strongly opposed to the mention
of the subject from the Throne. Dundas had in-
sisted that the matter should be so handled ‘that the
grace of the suggestion should belong to Govern-
ment.” But it was felt that the announcement of
concessions in the Speech would confirm the mis-
givings which had been excited by Burke’s language,
‘that Ministers had resolved to abandon the Protes-
tant cause.” The Address would commit Parliament
before the subject had been discussed.

¢ Instead of the relaxation of the penal laws having
tended to unite Protestants and Catholics,” wrote
Westmoreland, as if it was something to be surprised
at, ‘it has increased the apprehension and hatred.’

It was decided that a Relief Bill should be en-
trusted to Edmund Burke’s friend, Sir Hercules
Langrishe, and that Major Hobart should speak in its
favour. At the last moment, before the opening of
Parliament, the Viceroy called a meeting of the sup-
porters of Government ; and to quiet thelr alarms
assured them that neither the suffrage nor the right to
arms would be conceded, however violently the Catho-
lics might demand them. Finally, Lord Westmoreland
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wrote for leave to contradict officially the pretensions
to authority which young Burke had advanced. If
the Cabinet would ‘play fair, he undertook for the
quiet of the country. The only dangers to be appre-
hended would arise from a belief that the Home
Government was irresolute, and that Burke and not
the Viceroy was the true exponent of their sentiments.

Dundas’s answer was the strongest condemnation
of his past precipitancy, for it showed that neither
he nor Pitt had formed any real policy for Ireland,
although he had gone so far as to threaten that Eng-
land might be a passive spectator of a civil war. He
deprecated and resented the supposition that the
Cabinet ¢ intended to play what was called a Catho-
lic game.” ¢The Cabinet,” he said, ‘urged nothing
which the Irish Council might think unsafe.’ ¢They
had no bias.” ‘They had no interest separate from
that of Ireland.’ On second thoughts, they consi-
dered after all that it was ¢ inexpedient’ to license the
Catholics to possess arms; and as for the franchise,
they wished only ¢that the Protestants should decide
for themselves how far a slight concession might
safely be made.’?

! ¢Dundas to Westmoreland,
January 29, 1792 8. P. O.

In ¢ a most private,’ separate, and
autograph letter of the same date,
Dundas adds:—

summer and autumn they were ex-
preesing their fears to us of a union
between the Catholics and the Dis-
senters. They asked for our opinion,
and we gave it. What motive

‘I have nothing further to say,
except that I and all his Majeety’s
Ministers have some reason to com-
Plain of the spirit and temper which
have manifested themselves among
our friends in Ireland on this busi-
ness. If they had made no ad-
vances to us on the matter, we
should bave left it to their own
indgment. But all through the

could we have except an anxious
coucern for the security of the Irish
Establishment? Whether we are
right or wrong time will show ; but
there is no imaginable reason why
this opinion should have been re-
ceived with jealousy.

¢ Mr. Pitt concurs in every thing
Ihavesaid. Heand I havenot had
ashade of difference in our opinion.’

43
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SECTION VI

BOOK  ON the 19th of January the session began which at
——— Pitt’s bidding was to open the sluices and make re-

1792

Jenuary, Dellion eventually inevitable. The Speech was silent,

as the Council advised, on the great subject. Mr.
Grattan, had he dared, would have at once challenged
the omission and have entered notice of a Bill to give
the Catholics the franchise. But his constituents of
Dublin, though their politics were revolutionary, had
not divested themselves of Protestant prejudice. The
Corporation had insisted that he should take no part
in assailing the ascendency. He could not afford to
quarrel with them, and when he rose, as usual, to
attack the Address, he confined himself to general
invective. In an oration which was considered one
of his most splendid efforts he demanded Parliamen-
tary Reform, taking as the ground of his argument
the events of the past ten years.

¢ There was a time,’ he said, ¢ when the vault of
liberty could hardly contain the flight of your pinions.
Some of you went forth like a giant rejoicing in his
strength. You now stand like elves at the door of
your own Pandemonium. The armed youth of this
country like a thousand streams thundered from a
thousand hills and filled the plain with congregated
waters, in whose mirror was seen for a moment the
image of the British Constitution. The waters sub-
side, the torrents cease, the rill ripples within its own
bed, and the boys and children of the village paddle
in the brook. By the traffic of Parliament the King
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is absolute. These Houses are as much an instru-
ment in his hand as a bayonet in the hands of & regi-
ment. Like a regiment, we have an adjutant who
sends to the infirmary for the old and to the brothel
for the young, and men thus carted to their places to

vote for the Minister are called the representatives of

the people.’
The oratory flowed for several hours. When the

trick of rhetoric is once mastered it may stream for
ever. The Irish Parliament was growing weary of
it. Sir Hercules Langrishe gave notice, when Grattan
sate down, of his intended Catholic Relief Bill. The
vexation of the Viceroy was hourly increasing at
the gratuitous embarrassment which had been forced
upon him. ‘I am sure,’ wrote Edward Cooke, the
Army Secretary, ‘that in point of real dignified
policy nothing at all ought to be done for the Catho-
lics this session. There is but one mind in the
House of Commons. The Administration is obliged
to canvass for measures which must weaken Govern-
ment and lay the groundwork of perpetual discord.’ !
‘Mr. Burke’s stories, wrote Major Hobart, ‘are
hourly gaining ground. The effect of them already
has produced a determination against all concession
however trifling, so I fear we shall carry nothing.’ 2
The knot might well have proved insuperable but

! ¢ This country is not known,’
Cooke continued. ‘It is the most

them in acquiescence; the sup-
porters of Government seeing ruin

easily governed in the world, if the
true line is proceeded upon. How
are you now? The British Go-
vernment and Grattan coinciding
in the same measures with different
visws, the one to strengthen, the
otber to abolish English influence ;
the Irish Ministry in opposition to
the English in principle, and with

to themselves in standing by ad-
ministration, the Ponsonbies on the
watch to defeat administration by
gaining the confidence of the Pro-
testant interest.'— Edward Cooke
to Bernard Scrope, January 21,
1792’ 8.P.O0.
3 ¢ January 22" S.P, O,
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for the fervid enthusinsm of the English agent of

~———— the Catholic Committee. So long as he was sup-
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posed to be in the confidence of Pitt, the Irish
Radicals had endured Richard Burke for the sake of
the advantages which they looked to gain through
him. A character less congenial with the Hibernian
temperament could not easily have been found.
Though sometimes ridiculous themselves, the Irish
have the most acute perception of absurdity in others.
Richard Burke supposed himself a person of extraor-
dinary genius. His letters and essays show no-
thing but impassioned commonplace and unbounded
vanity. He was brought in contact with men in
Dublin who were as much his intellectual superiors as
he conceived himself to be theirs. He tried their pa-
tience severely, and at times overstrained it. Receiv-
ing no reply to the ultimatum which he had addressed
to Hobart, he had prepared a petition in the name of
the Committee for a full measure of enfranchisement.
He was looking for a member of the House of Com-
mons to whom he could entrust it, to be levelled as a
thunderbolt at the expected imperfect Bill which was
to be introduced by Langrishe. The Opposition
members met at Leinster House to hear it read.
They liked neither the petition nor its author. He
said, as if he was conferring a favour, that he was
willing to entrust it to any one of them, excepting only
to Mr. Egan, who had before objected to expressions
in it. Egan, a big coarse man, with a red face, whose
wit was as sharp as Curran’s, rose amidst general
laughter, walked across the room to where Burke
was sitting, looked him in the face and bowed deeply.
¢ Sir,’ he said, ¢ with the highest reverence for your
derivation, I entertain none whatever for the modesty
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of your vocation.’! The supposed representative
of Pitt was a person with whom it was imprudent
to quarrel. Mr. O’Hara at length took charge of the
petition, touching it, however, as if it was red-hot
iron.

On all grounds it was undesirable to prolong the
suspense. On the 25th of January Langrishe’s mea-
sure was brought in. He spoke with studied mode-
ration. He spoke of the harshness of the penal laws.
He sketched the successive removals of their most
oppressive features in 1778 and 1782. He consi-
dered that the Catholics ought to be grateful for the
concessions which were then made, and he believed,
he said, that they were not insensible to the gene-
rosity which in so many important respects had
replaced them on a level with their fellow-citizens.
Other claims were now advanced in their behalf in
the name of the rights of man. Mr. Paine might
know of such rights. To him the word was without
meaning. There might be natural rights in a state
of nature, but there were none in political society.
His interest in the Catholics had been diminished by
recent publications which professed to express their
sentiments. If the Catholics embraced those opinions
the State could not embrace them in the Constitution ;
and if the House of Commons yielded to intimidation
it would betray the country. He was able to say,
liowever, that the influential Catholics, laity and
clergy alike, repudiated and denounced these extra-
vagant pretensions. They had been tempted to com-
bine with the Dissenters for revolution, but they had
refused to taste the cup of sedition. Neither he nor

1 Life of Grattan, vol. iv. p. 57.
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they were advocates for a sudden extravagant trans-

——— fer of power and authority. He would ask the House
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merely to admit them to the practice and profession
of the law, to remove the remaining restrictions
which interfered with their education, to repeal the
Intermarriage Act, and abolish the limitations on the
number of apprentices which they might take into
their houses or places of business.

If this had been all, if these few concessions would
have closed an angry controversy, the House would
have been mad to hesitate at them. But they knew
well that it was not all. Even Langrishe had spoken
of a sudden transfer of power as if a transfer still lay
ahead of them which should be effected gradually.
Major Hobart did not relieve their anxieties. He
seconded the motion, but did not speak upon it. Mr.
Cuffe, a Privy Councillor, expressed the general senti-
ment when he said that any indulgence granted now
to the Catholics must be accompanied by an intima-
tion to the Committee that Government would not be
intimidated either by them or by their English agent.
The Establishment in Church and State should be
protected on the principles of the Revolution of 1688,
and men of any or all religions who sought to disturb
the peace of the country should be made to know
that they would be punished.

A desultory conversation followed. Allusions were
made to the good conduct of the Catholics during the
American war. Presently up rose Mr. O’Hara, with
Burke’s petition in his hand.

The House, he said, seeméd uncertain what the Ca-
tholics really desired. He was in a position to tell
them from authority. He had been requested to lay
before the House a statement which completely
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expressed their wishes and their expectations. It was
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CHAP.

not drawn by themselves. It was drawn by an indi- —>—

vidual a particular friend of his own, who was not
himself a Catholic. Mr. O’Hara offered it for consi-
deration, but begged he might not be understood to
be its particular patron.

Charles Sheridan was observing that a paper not
sanctioned by any public body, and written by a
Protestant, was a curious authority for the views of
the Catholics, when there was a rush at the doors,
a noise, and agitated movement. Richard Burke,
who had been listening in the gallery, and was

unable to endure to hear his performance ironically’

handled, plunged down into the body of the House and
was about to speak. Amidst shouts of ¢ Custody ' and
cries for the Sergeant-at-Arms the daring young gen-

tleman retreated as fast as he entered. Disgust with

his impertinence might easily have taken a serious
form, when Toler, now Solicitor-General, rose and,
with happy adroitness, said he feared the House could
not accept the petition. It was a strange affair. He
had never seen or heard the like of it, save in a cross-
reading in a London newspaper. ‘On such aday a
most violent petition was presented to the House of
Commons; it missed fire and the villain made off.’
Amidst shouts of delighted laughter leave was given
to bring in Langrishe’s Bill. Richard Burke had
helped the Government out of the mire, while he had
ruined his own mission.! No one can survive in

1 ¢Mr. Burke is certainly the think his folly and madness have
most unaccountable animal ever been beneficial to us. His impru-
employed in any mission. It was dence has been beyond expression,
a chance whether he produced un- and has given general offence. The
exampled mischief and ruined the stories about the petition are hardly
Government. I am inclined to credible. This composition was
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Ireland being made publicly ridiculous. The Catholic

- Committee gave him 2,000 guineas, sent him about his

business, and resumed the management of their own
affairs. The present Bill being now likely to be passed,
as a complete settlement of the Catholic question, the
revolutionary factions of both creeds were earnest to
show that it would be no settlement at all, to frighten
the House into rejecting it, and soto leave the sore open.
Mr. O'Neil presented a petition from the Belfast Pres-
byterians for the complete removal of all Catholic disa-
bilities. The Catholic Committee in Dublin drew a
similar one of their own, which, with an evident slight
to Burke, they entrusted to Egan. The Belfast petition
was rejected on the motion of Mr. Latouche, the House
refusing to receive it. They had consented against
their own judgment to accept Langrishe’s Bill, but
“the alarm being still universal that Government
had ulterior views,’ they desired tb mark emphatically
that they would go no further.! On whether the
Catholic petition should be received there was a sharp
debate, the supporters of the Catholic clauses insisting

shown to Egan,Curran, and Grattan,
who were inclined to support it, but
they struck out some objectionable
words, They must be pretty strong
that this trio would object to. Mr.
Burke would not permit an iota to
be altered. Of course these gentle-
men declined to present it. Burke
proposed sending a challenge to
Egan for his refusal, upon pretence
that he had promised. Mr. O’Hara
was next pitched upon. He begged
leave to read it, but Burke would
not consent to that, and OHara
agreed. Upon what passed in the
House of Commons, Burke called
a meeting of his committee, to ve-
rify their signatures before Mr.
O’Hara. They wished to alter the
objectionable parts of the petition.

Burke would not consent. The
Catholics refused to acknowledge
their signatures, and the Catholics
and Burke parted with mutual
criminations. We have heard no
more of the petition; so whether
it will be presented or not seems
doubtful. I am in hopes this Re-
publican and factious committee, a
species of Parliament most exces-
sively dangerous, will now lnse
their consequence. An advantage
already derived is the universal dis-
like to the levelling spirit, and
the ruin of Napper Tandy and his
associates.— Westmoreland to Dun-
das, January 28" S.P.O.

! ¢ Westmoreland to Dundas,
February 13" 8. P, O.
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on being heard. Prominent among their champions
was Colonel Hutchinson, the Provost’s son,! who
inherited his father’s eloquence without his shrewd-
ness. He talked the Liberal cant of the day, which
may be compared instructively with the modern
Papal syllabus. The sentiments of mankind on reli-
gion, he said, were altogether changed. The spirit
of Romanism was softened, the influence of the Pope
was feeble as the decrepit hand which wielded it.
Catholics loved liberty as much as Protestants, and
would cease to be bigots when the Protestants ceased
to be persecutors.

In the same spirit George Ponsonby maintained that
modern enlightenment had exploded the old super-
stitions. Mankind were now content with the great
truths of the Gospel, unperplexed with the mystic
jargon of school theology. Religious mysteries had
fallen into the contempt which they deserved, and it
would be the fault of the Legislature if by submitting
to threadbare prejudice they allowed the public mind
to be again disturbed by such ¢ despicable nonsense.’

Francis Hutchinson, the Provost’s second son,
soared into nationalist rhetoric. ‘When the pride
of Britain was humbled in the dust,’ he said, ¢her
enemies led captive, the brightest jewel of the Impe-
rial crown torn from her diadem, at the moment
when the combined fleets of the two great Catholic
powers of Europe threatened a descent upon our
coasts, from whom did we derive our protection
then?’ Truth would have answered from Rodney
and from Howe, who sent the combined fleets of
France and Spain to the bottom of the sea. Ireland

1 Afterwards General Lord Hutchinson, who succeeded Abercrombie

in Egypt.
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would have answered, ten years before, from her
glorious Protestant Volunteers. Francis Hutchinson
said, ¢ We found it in the support of three millions of
our fellow-citizens, in the spirit of our national char-
acter, in the virtue of our Catholic brethren.’

The burning eloquence of the House was all on the
side of emancipation, but it was based as usual upon
illusion. There was no longer Fitzgibbon to show
folly its proper figure. The defence of truth and
common sense was left to less articulate advocates.
General Cunningham said it was as plain as any propo-
sition in Euclid that to give the franchise to Catholics
implied a Catholic Parliament, and that a Catho-
lic Parliament meant a revolution.” The Catholic
Committee offered pledges on dangerous subjects.
They renounced all claim to the forfeited estates.
They promised that they would not meddle with the
Protestant Establishment. Mr. Ogle, of Wexford,

"pointed out that such engagements would bind none

but those who made them. The Catholics must
become supreme in the State by mere weight of num-
bers, and when the power was in their hands it was
idle to suppose that they would not use it in their
own interest. ‘The House had heard much,’ said
Mr. Pery, ¢of the enlightened liberality of the time—
what was it but a wild democratic spirit aiming at
universal impossible equality ?’?

1 ¢Sir Boyle Roche was the buf-  baker, seller of wine and other com-
foon of the Conservative party. He modities.” Keogh,the Committee’s
amused the House with analysing ambassador to Pitt, he called “a
the signatures to the Catholic peti-  retailer of poplins in Dame Street.”
tion. The first name was that of In this not eminently wise spirit he
Mr. Edward Byrne, one of the went through the list, and enquired
largest merchants in Dublin, who whether a meeting of turbulent
paid 100,000/, a year to the revenue.  shopkeepers and shoplifters, a re-
Roche described him as “a sugar petition of the tarring and feather-
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The House refused to receive the Catholic petition cHaP.
by 208 voices to 23, so heavy was the preponderance —

of opinion against granting political power to a body .

whom the nature of things forbade to be other than
their enemies. Langrishe's Bill was passed unwillingly
to please the English Cabinet, but the friends of
order in Ireland flattered themselves that they had
heard now the last of concession, and Charles Sheridan
gave a definition of Protestant ascendancy which was
universally accepted, and which the immense majority
of the members declared themselves determined to
uphold. ¢ By Protestant ascendancy he meant a Pro-
testant King, to whom only, being Protestant, they
owed allegiance ; & Protestant House of Peers, com-
posed of Protestant Lords Spiritual in Protestant
succession; of Protestant Lords Temporal with Pro-
testant inheritance; and a Protestant House of Com-
mons elected by Protestant constituents, a Protestant
legislature, a Protestant judiciary, a Protestant ex-
ecutive, in all and each of their varieties, degrees,
and gradations.’

Three days after the Bill had been read the last tlme,
the House of Commons itself, the building which had
witnessed Grattan’s triumph, and ‘¢ for beauty had
been the admiration of Europe,’” was burnt to the
ground. The session in consequence came to & pre-
mature end, and closed in the middle of April. Before
the curtain fell there was a mock-heroic passage at
arms with the United Irishmen. Napper Tandy,
not liking the language in which the society and

ing committee of 1784, was to be land.’—Irish Debates, February
taken as a representation of the 1792.
Catholic nobility and gentry of Ire-

1792,
ebruary,
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BOOK himself had been spoken of, sent Toler, the Solicitor-
L General, a challenge. The Irish laws of honour

1792,
April.

allowed a gentleman to refuse such invitations from a
tradesman. Toler brought the letter before the
House, and an officer was sent to arrest the offender
and bring him to the bar for breach of privilege.
Napper slipped through a window and escaped. The
society was on its trial. To show the white feather
would be fatal. Tone, who had been watching over
its progress, himself keeping in the background, saw
the moment come when he must act. He consulted
Hamilton Rowan, a young hot-blooded associate who
had become lately a member. They extemporised an
irregular meeting. Rowan took the chair, with Tone
for secretary. They passed a resolution that the
House of Commons had treated them ¢ with insolence,’
printed five thousand copies of it, which they sent
flying through the country, with their names attached,
and they gave notice that if they were again inter-
fered with they would challenge the Speaker. In
other countries such proceedings would have passed
for idle bombast. In Ireland Tone and Rowan be-
came the heroes of the hour. As the session ap-
proached its end Napper, too, appeared to challenge
mrtyrdom when it would be unattended with incon-
venience. The authority of the House would deter-
mine with the prorogation. On the last day he was
seen strutting through the streets towards College
Green, intending to present himself to the House.
He was encountered by the Sergeant-at-Arms, and
was brought to the bar, Tone and Rowan sitting con-
spicuous in the uniform of the Whig Club in the front
of the gallery. At the motion of the Attorney-
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General, Napper was committed to Newgate, to CHAP.
which he was escorted by an adoring crowd. His —
imprisonment lasted but an hour or two. On his 11123?
release he commenced a prosecution against the
Viceroy, by which Dublin was entertained and excited

for the remainder of the year.
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SECTION VII.

BooK So far the Catholic Committee had trusted to expec-
—_ tations held out by England, and had turned a deaf

1792,

ear to the blandishments of Tone. Their petition
had been flung back into their faces. Pitt, if still in
their favour, was unwilling or unable to force his
wishes on the Parliament. Further pressure was
evidently necessary. Their difficulty hitherto had
been from the secession of the moderates. The claim
of the Committee to represent the Catholics of Ireland
had been disallowed; they had been termed in con-
tempt ¢ shopkeepers and shoplifters,’ and Keogh and
Byrne, the principal leaders, resolved on a bold
stroke. The Volunteer Convention of '83 had failed
because it was a body in arms and illegal. The Con-
gress of 84 could not get itself chosen, for the High
Sheriffs were afraid to hold the elections. If the
Catholic bishops would assist, a Catholic Convention
could be elected to which no valid objection could be
made, and of the right of which to speak for the
general body there could be no uncertainty. There
would be difficulty. The Protestant gentry would
do their utmost in opposition. The Bishops were
timid, accustomed many of them to depend on the
Castle, and unwilling to offend the leading Catholic
nobility. It was unlikely that they could be brought
to act without support from other quarters, and
Keogh now boldly called in Wolfe Tone, and with
Tone the alliance with the United Lodges. Keogh
himself was more or less serious in his religious
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belief. Tone and his friends were frank in their cHAP.
admissions that they believed nothing. The Catholic -—1;:9?/

Committee were not particular. They desired to show
the world that sooner than fail they would fling
themselves on the Revolution. Wolfe Tone was
appointed their special agent. Richard McCormick,
a United Irishman also, became their secretary. The
combination and the intentions of the Convention were
no sooner formed than they were known at the
Castle. Fitzgibbon, who alone was under noillusions,
was for taking measures as prompt and decisive as
those with which he had crushed the Congress in '84.
If an independent representative assembly was allowed
to meet and debate, he was confident that it would
overset the Parliament. It would be better to act at
once, he said, when the Committee were weak, than
to wait till they had collected money and had gained
the confidence of the people. He proposed to issuea
proclamation against unlawful assemblies, and to in-
timate privately to the principal Catholics that if they
took part in elections they would be prosecuted.
Neither the Chancellor nor Lord Westmoreland had
any doubt of their power to check this new move-
ment, on one condition, that they could be sure of
being backed by the Cabinet. Here was the real
doubt. From some quarter, perhaps from Beacons-
field, Keogh had learnt that he had nothing to fear
in that quarter. The object of the Convention was to
petition the King in the name of the Catholics of Ire-
land ; and the Committee asserted in a manifesto,
with the use of the largest capitals, that ¢ they had
the FirsT AuTHORITY for saying that the application
would have infinite weight.’

Could it be true that notwithstanding their dis-
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claimer of Richard Burke, the Cabinet were still

T secretly encouraging Irish agitation unknown to the

1792.

legitimate authority to whom they had delegated the
Government ? Major Hobart was in London. The
Viceroy directed him to see Pitt and Dundas, aud as-
certain their real sentiments. Nothing could be more
dangerous, nothing more fatal to the respect which,
in Ireland, beyond all countries in the world, the exe-
cutive administration required to maintain, than the
belief that some other body was the true reépresenta-
tive of the opinion of the advisers of the Crown.
¢ If, Westmoreland wrote, ¢ you can plainly ascertain
from them that they will support the existing Esta-
blishment, if they will treat with decided coldness any:
ambassador or address from any other body, no mis-
chief can happen. Itis the suspicion of English tolera-
tion that causes the present bustle. I am as sensible
as they can be that it is good policy that the Catholics
should be attached to the English Government, but
we must take care that in the flirtation we do not
lose our power. If the dislike they manifest to
Reform in England extends to Ireland, we may be
confident of their support. No English Reform is so
dangerous as this Catholic National Assembly. En-
deavour to sift what steps Pitt thinks we might
venture. If the Assembly is bond fide elected and
subsists, we must decide whether we will oppose or
submit.’ !

Mr. Pitt, like other sanguine statesmen before and
since, had discovered that Ireland had been trouble-
some for want of ¢ Irish ideas’ in the management of
her. The Protestant gentry had made themselves a

1 ¢The Earl of Westmoreland to Major Hobart, June 7, 1792.
S.P.O.
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bye-word. The Protestant Parliament, in the debates
on the Commercial Propositions and on the Regency,
had behaved like an assembly of Bedlamites. The
Belfast Whig Club was in open sympathy with the
Jacobms. In the well-disposed, loyal, and pious Ca-
tholics he was hoping to find a Conservative element
to cool the revolutionary fever. He would have
been less confident of his own judgment could he have
seen the party who, under Keogh’s auspices, were
preparing for a summer campaign to agitate for the
Assembly of the Catholic Convention. They appear
in Tone’s Diary, half-a-dozen of them in all, and each
passing by a nickname. Tone himself passed mo-
destly under the soubriquet of Mr. Hutton ; Keogh,
the moving spirit, was Gog; McCormick, the Com-
mittee’s secretary, was Magog; Whitley Stokes, the
Dean of Trinity, was the Keeper; Napper Tandy was
the Tribune ; ¢ the Hypocrite’ was Dr. MacDonnell,
a distinguished Dissenting leader in Ulster. The
first object being to secure the thorough support of
the Presbyterians, Belfast was chosen for the open-
ing of the operations, where the ground was already
prepared. The Belfast petition for the removal of
the Catholic disabilities having been rejected by Par-
liament, the Republicans had replied by a demonstra-
tion. On the 19th of April there had been a United
dinner there of Catholics and Protestants, where the
toasts had been ¢ Tom Paine and the Rights of Man,’
¢ Napper Tandy and the Rights of the Subject,’
¢ Wolfe Tone and Reform of Parliament,” while the
Catholic parish priest had proposed *Religion with-
out Priestcraft.’! On the 14th of July there was to

1 History of Belfast, April 19, 1792.
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be a second revolutionary celebration, and the oc-

X casion was taken for Keogh and his friends to appear

1792.
July,

.

on the scene.

Let the reader, then, start from Dublin on the 9th,
with Wolfe Tone and Whitley Stokes, and with
Tone’s journal to tell the story. Keogh was himself
in Munster, but was coming up to join them.

¢ July 9.—Set out with the Kceper. Breakfast at
the Man of War. Stokes dull. Proposed picquet.
Doubt the Keeper is a black-leg.

¢ July 10.—Sup with Neilson and the old set. Bed
at one o’clock.

¢ July 11.—Rise with headache.

¢ July 13.—The Hypocrite made the Keeper drunk
last night. Hear the Tribune is arrived, and say Oh!
to him. The hair of Dr. Haliday’s wig grows grey
from fear of the Catholics. - Several comets appear in
the market-place. Good news from Munster. Gog
preaching for three days to six bishops, who are at
last converted. ('a ira. The Keeper dines this day
in the country with the Hypocrite. Suppose he will
make a beast of himself again.

¢ July 14.—Anniversary of the taking of the Bas-
tile. Procession of Volunteers, seven hundred strong.
Meeting at the Linen Hall ; like the old German
meetings in the woods, the people sitting, the armed
warriors in a ring standing round. The effect of the
unanimous Aye of the assembly when passing the
address.! Mr. Hutton ? so affected that tears stood in
his eyes. Sentimental and pretty. More and more
satisfied that moderation is stuff and nonsense. Busi-
ness settled at Belfast. Huzza ! Dinner at the Donegal

! For Catholic Emancipation. * Tone himself.
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Arms. Everybody as happy as a king. God bless
everybody, Stanislaus Augustus, George Washing-
ton. Who would have thought it this morning? Ge-
nerally drunk. Home, God knows how and when.
God bless everybody again generally. Bed with
three times three.

¢ July 16.—Breakfast at the Grove with Slmms.l All
the Catholics from Dublin there. Council of war in
the garden. Gog explains the plan of organizing the
Catholic body. If the Dissenting interest were with
us, all would be done. Simms says the thinking men
are with us ; but if Government attacks the Catholic
Committee under the new system in two months, the
North will not be ready to support them. Dinner.
MacTier in the chair. At the head of the table a
Dissenter and a Catholic. Delightful. The four flags
—America, France, Poland, Ireland, but no England.
Bravo! Huzza! Three times three. God bless
everybody. Go up stairs with a Catholic.

‘July 18.—Leave Belfast. Set off with the Catho-
lics on the way to Dublin. Gog converts a Bishop at
Newry, another at Downpatrick. Gog insufferably
vain, fishing for compliments, of which Mr. Hutton
is sparing. Gog then praises Mr. Hutton, who re-
lents, and lays it on in return pretty thick. Nothing
too gross. A great deal of wine. Bed between one
and two. Bad! Bad! Bad!

‘July 21.2 Rode out with Gog to Grattan. En-
tertained all the way with stories of Burke, who is
become odious to Gog. Burke scheming with the
Catholics here to raise his value in England with
the Ministers. A puppy or worse! We arrive at

1 Another Presbyterian leader. 3 Again at Dublin,
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Grattan’s. Tell him of the state of the North and
~—— South. He approves. Talk of next winter. If the
Committee are firm Mr. Grattan thinks the House
will submit. Say ¢ Oh !” to him and depart.

¢ July 22.—Gog expects Burke at Cork,! who pre-
tends to have come over on his own private affairs.
Private fiddlesticks! Gogin a rage. Determined
to thwart him and put him down with the Catholics.
Burke is by far the most impudent, opiniative fellow
that I ever knew. Gog wants a round-robin not to
invite him to their houses. Does he want another
2,000 guineas? Mad as his father about the French
Revolution.

¢ August 1.—The vintner? ha.ngs back. Old cow-
ardly slave ! The Catholic spirit quite broken. They
do not even beat one another ! Sad. Sad. Busy all day
folding papers for the Munster Bishops. Damn all
Bishops. Gog not quite right on that point. Thinks
them a good thing. Nonsense! Dine at home with
Neilson and McCracken. Very pleasant. Rights of
man. French Revolution. No Bishops, &c.

¢ August 2.—Gog not equal in steadiness to Magog,®
and as vain as the devil. Magog not a grain of a
papist.

¢ August 14.—Walk out and see McCracken’s new
ship the ¢ Hibernia.” ¢ Hibernia” has an English
crown on her shield. We all roar at him. Dine with
Neilson. Generally drunk. Vive la Nation! Damn

! ¢ Dundastook credit with Weet~
moreland for having received Burke
with great coolness on his return
to England. He was coming back
to Ireland, however, still insisting
that he was in the confidence of
the Cabinet,—Major Hobart to

Evan Nepean, October 4" S.P.O.
* Edward Byrne, the great spirit
merchant, and first Catholic in
Dublin,
3 McCormick, secretary to the
Catholic Committee,
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the Emperor of Russia. Generally very drunk. Bed, CEAP.

God knows how. Huzza! Huz . . . .
¢ August 15.—Wake drunk. ;ﬁ

¢ August 16. — Damn the Aristocrats! Mug a
quantity of mulled wine. Generally drunk. Union
of Irishmen, with three times three.

¢ August 17.—Rise as sick as a dog. Breakfast
with Lord Moira, and ask leave to introduce Gog,
which he grants with much civility.’*

The vividness of Wolfe Tone’s portraiture is a gua-
rantee of its fidelity. The effect of his and companions’
exertions was, that after some hesitation the election of
delegates went forward. The Government threatened
the Catholic Bishops. The gentry talked of reviving
the Volunteers to counteract the Catholic combina-
tions.2 The Burkes protested against the alliance
with the revolutionists. @~ Edmund Burke wrote
affectionate letters to Keogh, and invited his sons to
stay with him at Beaconsfield. Richard tried once
more the effect of his own presence. But they only
made themselves objects of ridicule and coarse sus-
picion® The Irish prelates cast in their lot with the
Committee, either in earnest or as a menace to the

1 Extracts from the Journal of Edmund isno foolinmoneymatters,
Wolfe Tone, summer and autumn Is this ¢ Sublime or Beautiful ?
of 1792. Gog has given Burke his conge.

3 ¢ Westmoreland to Dundas,
August 13,

3 ¢September 5. Burke is come,
Gog says as a spy for Dundas. His
impudence is beyond all 1 have ever
known. Edmund Burke has Gog's
boys on & visit, and has written
him a letter in their praise. He
wanta to enlist Gog in behalf of his
son, but it won't do. Gog sees it
clear enough—wants two thousand
more guineas for his son, if he can.

Burke med as the devil, but cannot
help himself.’ —« Tone's Journal,
September 1792,

¢In the State Paper Office there
is a letter on the subject of Burke
from Kecgh to Doctor Hussey, a
prominent Catholic priest, who was
in the confidence of the Cabinet.
It was to warn Dundas against re-
garding Burke as in any degree
authorised tospeak for the Catholics
of Ireland, and to complain of the
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Government, and Catholic representatives were chosen
for every county, to meet in Dublin on the 3rd of the
approaching December. '

As the prospects of the Protestant revolutionists
ten years before turned on the fate of the American
war, so now the prospects of their Catholic heirs and
successors hinged on the future of France. The
Jacobin fury was displaying itself in its terror. The
September massacre was filling England and Pro-
testant Ireland with indignation and horror. The
Duke of Brunswick was advancing, and if he reached
Paris Tone’s labour would have been thrown away.
All would be over with the Committce and the
United Irishmen. Two of the new delegates, one of
them a priest, was found in correspondence with
Condorcet. The Government intercepted the letters
and recommended them to the better thoughts of
Dundas.! Relieved of fear on the side of France,
Pitt would trouble himself little about Irish agitation;
and Tone was so well aware of the fighting value of
the noisy patriots, who talked sedition with so much
fluency, that at one moment he and his companions,
after all the hurrahsand toast-drinkings, were again
contemplating emigration. If Lord Moira would put
himself at the head of a rebellion, which he appeared to
think not wholly impossible, there might still be hope.?
If not, Tone knew a sergeant’s guard would keep the
peace of Ireland for all the fight that was in the mobs
of Dublin and Belfast.® But the fates were merciful.

confusion which he had caused. pean, October 20. Secret’ S.P.O.
This letter being among the Secret % ¢ Lord Moira may, if hechooses,
Irish Papers, was evidently for- be one of the greatest men in Eu-
warded by Doctor Hussey to Dun-  rope.’—Jowrnal, September 18,
das.’—Irish MSS., October 2, 1792. 3 ‘September 11.—Ride with
! ¢Major Hobart to Evan Ne- Warren. Wet to the skin. Pro-
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In October came the news of Valmy. The Duke of cmar.
Brunswick was hurled back, the Revolution was tri- & _
umphant, and aspiring Ireland breathed again.! The Olczosﬁ_
Bishop of Killala, a little startled at the tone of
things, suggested that he and his brother prelates
might as well have more influence in the Committee.
‘Damned kind,’ was Tone’s remark. ¢ Gog revolts

like a fury and tells Mr. Hutton he begins to see the
Catholic Bishops are all scoundrels.” On the 1st of
November the Catholic parts of Dublin were illumi-

nated for Dumourier's victory. ‘¢ Singular,’ ob-
served Major Hobart, ¢ that the same event should

have produced mourning in Beaconsfield and illumi-

nation in Dublin ; but in proportion as Popery de-

clines in France Mr. Burke is determined to make

it flourish in Ireland.’? Tone, Hamilton Rowan,
McCormick, and the rest of the United leaders had a

dinner on the same occasion. The chief talk was of

¢ tactics of treason.” Tone was surprised to see two
glasses before him, and that Hamilton Rowan had

four eyes. He was himself, ‘like the sun in the

centre of the system, perfectly sober when all else

were drunk ;’ but ‘ when he attempted to walk across

the room he was unable to move rectilineally, from his
having eaten a sprig of watercresses.’

pose a general emigration to Ame- men—more manly. Our mob very
rica, if our schemes fail. Whitley shabbyfellows. Never would have
Stokes to be principal of & college stood as the Parisians did on Au-
to be founded. We get drunk, gust 10. A sergeant’s guard would
talking of our plans. God bless drive the mob of Dublin.’—Journal,
everybody. September 1792,

¢ September 17. The devil to 1 ¢ October 11.—Dumourier’s vie-
pay in Paris, Mob broke open tory. Huzza! If the French had
the prisons, and massacred the pri- been beaten it was all over with
soners. An Irish mob would have us. All safe for this campaign.’
plundered, but shed no blood. ? ¢ Major Hobart to Evan Ne-
Whichisbest P Ilean to theFrench- pean, November 1, 1792’ S.P.O.
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There needed still but a firm word from England

— L _ for faction to slink into its den, but the word was not

1792,

November.

* cannon.?

spoken, and the impression prevailed, which Dundas’s
private letter certainly justified, that Pitt intended to
leave Irish Protestantism toits fate.! A revolution
was now openly talked of, and Tore was applied to
for protection when the rebellion should break out.?
The signal was to be the meeting of the Convention,
and the patriots prepared for action. Arms were
privately imported. Rowan and Tandy, under cover
of the lingering respect for the Volunteers, raised two
battalions of a National Guard, each a thousand
strong, with green uniform, harp buttons, and in the
place of the crown a cap of liberty. Mr. Jackson,
an ironmonger, gave them the use of his forge to cast
The Whiteboys in the provinces, or De-
fenders, as they were now generally called, made
haste in the winter nights to disarm the Protestants.*
Donegal wasin the hands of a mob of incendiaries. In
Meath a bold attempt was made to carry off .a battery
of field artillery. Under these conditions the Con-
vention was about to assemble.

Major Hobart had brought back strict injunctions
from Dundas that the elections were not to be interfered
with. The gentry did not mean to part with their
property without a struggle, and on their side were

1 ¢ T am persuaded that a steady
and declared intention on the part
of the British Ministry to support
the Irish Government against vio-
lence will prevent mischief here;
but, however strange it may appear
to say so, it must be declared.—
Major Hobart to Evan Nepean,
November 1.

3 Tone says that Plunket asked
him for Carton, when the land

should be re-distributed. He re-
plied that Plunket could not have
Carton, because the Duke of Lein-
ster was his friend, but that he
might have Curraghmore.

3 ¢ Westmoreland to Dundas, De-
cember 5. S.P. O.

¢ In Louth alone, in this year, a
hundred and eighty houses of Pro-
testants were entered and plundered
of arms.
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arming also. Three weeks before the meeting Lord cHar.
Westmoreland made another effort to open Pitt’s eyes, — % _

or at least to obtain from him some definite directions. N::”'

‘However opposed to these measures,’ he wrote, ¢ the
threats of the democratic leaders have forced the clergy
into co-operation and the gentry into acquiescence. The
elective franchise is accepted by them all. They mean to
press it as a prelude to the abolition of all distinctions. The
attainment of the franchise they consider decisive of their
future power in the State. They have coalesced with the
United Irishmen and with every turbulent spirit in the
country. . . . The Committee already exercise the func-
tions of Government, levy contributions, issue orders for the
preservation of the peace—-a circumstance perhaps more dan-
gerous than if they could direct the breach of it. Their man-
dates are taken by the lower class of people as laws. Their
communications are rapid, and are carried on, not by the
post, but by secret channels and agents. The lower Catho-
lics connect the franchise with the non-payment of rents,
tithe, and taxes.

¢ As universal as is the Catholic demand for it so is the
determination of the Protestants to resist the claim. There
is no risk they will not run rather than submit to it! In
Down a thousand Protestants are in arms, but to preserve
the peace, and their object is to keep the Catholics down.
They are arming in Monaghan on the same principle, and
Volunteering will become general if Government will not
act. 1 have consulted the Chancellor and the other confi-
dential friends of Government. All are unanimous not to
yield anything at present, and all agree that the British
Government must speak out plainly, to quiet the suspicions
of the Protestants. I asked if they were prepared for the
consequences of their language, and what means they could
employ for resistance. On this head I found in no one the
smallest apprehension, provided Government spoke with firm-
ness. They apprehend no immediate convulsion, nor any con-
vulsion, if, Great Britain is firm.

¥ 2

ember.
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¢ If the hour is not come it may not be distant when you
must decide whether you will incline to the Protestants or
the Catholics ; and if such necessity should arise it cannot
be doubted for a moment you must take part with the Pro-
testants. If the Protestants, after being forced into sub-
mission,should,contrary to their expectations, find themselves
secure of their possessions without British protection, they
will run into the present State-making mania abroad in the
world. You must expect resentment from the Protestants,
and gratitude from the Catholics is not to be relied on.
Concession of the franchise will make no difference in the
conduct of the Catholics, nor will the question come before
you in that shape. The question will be, whether England
will permit the existing Government to be forced in Ireland.
Suppose the Ministry to propose a relaxation of the Popery
laws, and be defeated in Parliament. If the Catholics re-
sort to violence the force of the empire must necessarily
be exerted in support of Parliament.’!

The reply of the Cabinet to this important letter
was to inform Westmoreland curtly that ‘ England
required all the force she possessed at home to protect
herself from her foreign and domestic enemies.’ ‘He
must therefore act on his own responsibility.” The
¢ comfortless communication’ was unattended with so
much as a hint of what the Ministers really desired,
or why ‘the Viceroy was left so completely inde-
pendent.” To leave him thus, however, was per-
haps better than to have hampered him with ambiguous
utterances. Flung on his own resources, Lord West-
moreland turned to the Chancellor, who knew better
than Pitt what Dublin sedition was made of. The
danger was for the Convention to meet, and to find an
armed force at its disposition. The National Guard
was rapidly organising; other battalions were expected

1 ¢ The Earl of Westmoreland to Dundas, November 17,1792. Secret.’
S.P. 0.
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from Belfast, and notice had been given of a review
which was to be held on the 9th of December.!
Fitzgibbon issued a proclamation against unautho-
rised bodies assembling in arms. The National Guards
would meet at their peril. It was an anxious mo-
ment. Rowan, Keogh, and Tandy roared their
loudest ; hired bands of vagabonds roamed about the
streets at night, crying ¢ Liberty, Equality, and no
King!" ¢ What they are to attempt,” Major Hobart
wrote to the ministers on the 5th, ¢ when the Mar-
seillais arrive from Belfast a short time must de-
velope. You have more at stake in Ireland than you
are aware of. You think it is a mere question be-
tween Catholic and Protestant. I wish it was. It is
of deeper concern to us all, and goes to the complete
overturning of the Constitution.’

The result proved how well Fitzgibbon knew his
countrymen. When the day came for the force to
show itself which was to overthrow the Constitution,
there appeared on the parade-ground Napper Tandy,
Hamilton Rowan, and Carey, the printer. These
three were present in their green uniforms, their
buttons, and their cap of liberty, and no more.

The National Guards, like Falstaff, showed their
valour in its better part. The Convention, having its
teeth drawn, was then allowed to meet without inter-
ference. That such an assembly should exist at all
was a menace to the peace of the country. The
ambiguous language of the Cabinet forbade the Castle
to proceed to a direct inhibition of it. The easy

! Belfast was going fast and far. inverted crown, and the words,
There, too, there was an illumina- ¢May the fate of hll tyrants be
tion for Valmy. One of the trans-  that of Capet.’
parencies was a gallows, with an
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suppression of the National Guards taught the dele-
gates that the time was not come to carry the Constitu-
tion by escalade. Thus the Back Lane Parliament, as
the new body was called, came together ; the first
Catholic elective assembly which had existed in Ireland
since the Parliament of King James. The occasion
was celebrated with the usual high-flown language.
Edward Byrne took the chair, ¢ the spirit of liberty
running like an electric fire through every link of the

. Catholic chain.’ The immediate business was to pre-

pare a petition to the Crown, or rather to revise and
sanction it, for the petition itself had been already
composed by Tone. It was a document like all which
came from the same hand, with the same gaudy
diction and the same regardlessness of truth. It pro-
fessed the most burning loyalty. It asked for the
franchise on the ground that the Catholics had merited
confidence, and that confidence would make their at-
tachment to the throne more secure; while Tone’s
own admitted object was separation from England,
and his central conviction was that every Catholic in
his heart hated England.!

Such as it was, the Catholic representatives adopted
it as their own. It was signed by Dr. Troy the
Catholic Archbishop of Dublin, and by Dr. Moylan
the Bishop of Cork, on behalf of the Catholic prelates
and clergy of Ireland. The delegates signed for
themselves and the laity. The Catholic community
had now unmistakeably declared their wishes, and the
immediate business was concluded. Five of the body
were selected to lay the petition before the throne—
Edward Byrne himself, Keogh, Christopher Bellew,

1 ¢ Petition of the Catholic Convention.’— Plowden, vol. iv. Appendix
96.
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John Devereux, and Sir Thomas French. The thanks
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. . . . L
of the Convention were given to Tone for his services, ——

and they then separated, with the significant reso-
lution that ¢ they would meet again when summoned,
if it was on the other side of the Atlantic.’

The five gentlemen set off for England, taking
Tone along with them. To give éclat to their mission,
they went by Belfast, where the people took their
horses from the carriage and drew them through the
streets to the quay where they embarked. In London
they were received by Lord Moira, who entertained
them in his house, and promised that if the Ministers
refused to present them to the King, he would claim
his privilege as a peer and introduce them himself.
Hobart wrote an ineffectual warning, especially against
Keogh, who, he said truly, was connected with the
worst men and the worst intentions in the country,
but ¢so plausible and subtle that there was danger
in communicating with him.” The Cabinet had, un-
fortunately, made up their minds, in the face of proof
to the contrary, that Catholics could not be revolution-
ists; that they were rather the necessary and natural
enemies of revolution ; and that the delegates there-
fore ought to be received. Dundas presented them ;
they delivered their petition, and it was graciously
accepted. They informed Dundas afterwards, in a
private interview, that the peace of Ireland depended
on concession, and Dundas believed them. They as-
sured him that although their actual demand stopped
at the franchise, yet that nothing would really satisfy
them short of total emancipation. He did not dis-
courage them. He told them that their present
claims should be recommended to Parliament from
the throne ; that he looked to them, in return, to

1793.
January.
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support order and authority ; and they left him with

X the belief that the Cabinet contemplated the entire

1793.
January.

abolition of all religious distinctions at no distant
period.

¢ Qur opinions are not altered,’ Lord Westmoreland
wrote, when the news of this extraordinary perform-
ance reached him. ‘The Chancellor, the Speaker,
and the Archbishop of Cashel still consider it most
unwise. The alarm at concession is aggravated by the
principle on which it is made. You expect it will
give quiet here. It will not, unless you say em-
phatically that the Irish Parliament, having made
this concession, will then receive the cordial support
of the British Government. The recommendation
from the throne appears as originating from the pe-
tition of the Catholic Convention. At this moment
a daring insurrection prevails among the lower
Catholics in neighbouring counties for the purpose
of disarming the Protestants. This is part of the
intimidatory system of the Catholic Committee. How
is it to end? If year by year it is to be the same
story, gentlemen will prefer the hazard of resistance
now to strengthening those with whom they must
hereafter contend.’!

¢ Intimidation,’ said Hobart, ¢is too glaring on the
face of the whole proceeding. Instead of satisfying
the Catholics, the public tranquillity will be in greater
danger from the concessions than if none were made.
Every man of talent we have considers himself sacri-
ficed for England’s convenience. Be assured, unless
England speedily interposes energetically with regard
to Ireland, we shall have a commotion of a very serious

! ¢The Earl of Westmoreland to Dundas, January 9, 1793, 8. P.O.
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nature. I see plainly it will not be understood till it
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is too late. They are now setting up the King against -

the Government, to undermine the Constitution. It
is precisely the French system, and will produce the
same consequences. Believe no one that would per-
suade you that Keogh's party—and it leads the
Catholice—are not Republicans.’? '

Westmoreland and Hobart formed their opinions
from knowledge of Ireland. Dundas and Pitt formed
theirs from knowledge of human nature generally,
which they conceived that they could apply to Ire-
land ; they stood sulkily to their purpose, and inti-
mated plainly that the concession of the franchise was
not to be the last. ¢ We are perfectly ready,” Dundas
replied to their letter, ¢ to declare our determination
to support the Protestant Establishment of Ireland,
and maintain its form of government; but, unfor-
tunately, we and his Majesty’s servants in Ireland
differ essentially as to the best mode of securing those
objects. We consider the Catholics less likely to
concur in disturbing the existing order of things
when they participate in the franchise, than if totally
excluded from those benefits which must be most
dear to men living in a country where the power of
an Independent Parliament has been recognised.
Had the franchise been granted a year ago it would
have been enough; now it will probably not be
enough. We recommend to your Excellency and
your Irish advisers a candid consideration of the
whole subject, and the danger of leaving behind a
sore part of the question.’?

! ¢Major Hobart to Evan Ne- Westmoreland, January 28, 1793
pean, January 9 and 19, 1793 Abridged.
3 ¢Dundas to the Earl of

1798.
January.
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Political disaffection was to be conciliated by conces-

- Y gion of power; internal anarchy was to be healed by a

1793.
January.

homeeopathic remedy of a similar kind. Meanwhile
the plunder of arms and the attacks of the peasantry
on the houses of the Protestants in Meath and King’s
County had become so systematic and so daring, that
the gentry had associated for self-defence. Fifty
gentlemen were attacked one night in the beginning
of January by six hundred Irish. The Catholic pea-
santry were not caitiffs like the Dublin mob. They
fought desperately; and though beaten off at last,
held their ground till six-and-thirty of them were left
dead on the field. )

The comment of the Cabinet was to insist on the
impropriety of continuing an unnecessary and im-
politic disqualification. Since the Catholics had such
a passion for possessing arms, they considered it would
be wiser to place them at once on a level with other
citizens.?

! MSS. Ireland, January, 1798, 2 ¢ Dundas to the Earl of West-
S.P.O. moreland, January 23, 1788.’
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Duxpas had alleged the recovered independence of cHar.
the Irish Parliament as the explanation of the anxiety - _

of the Catholics to obtain admission to it. The veiled
sarcasm perhaps explains the motives which were
working in the mind of Mr. Pitt. He was told from
Dublin Castle that he had only to be firm for order
to be restored. But had order in Ireland, as under-
stood by the Protestant gentry, been so very beautiful
a thing ? Was the power of England to be exerted
to maintain rack-rents and absenteeism ?—to main-
tain a Parliament which could be held to its duties
only by systematised corruption? England was again
on the eve of a desperate war. The Protestant
Parliament of Ireland had taken advantage of her
embarrassment, in her last great struggle, to extort
the Constitution of ’'82. Nine years had already
passed since a Volunteer Convention, composed ex-
clusively of gentry of the Established Church, and
headed by a bishop, had made an armed demonstra-
tion of rebellion. Annual motions directly hostile to
England had been brought forward by revolutionary
patriots, and had been defeated only by lavish bribery.
Protestant Belfast had declared itself a disciple of

1793.
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Tom Paine, and the National Assembly at Paris was

2L offering muskets and cannon to all oppressed nations

1798.
January.

who desired to assert their liberties. ~What security
had Pitt that, after some French success, the prin-
ciples of the United Irishmen would not be adopted
by Grattan and the Protestant Parliament ?>—that a
reform equivalent to a revolution would not be in-
sisted on as the alternative of separation, the Protes-
tant gentry placing themselves at the head of the
Irish nation, like the Geraldines in the sixteenth cen-
tury? The conduct of the Irish Parliament on the
Regency question was a recent proof that no depend-
ence could be placed on them. The Cabinet was
confronted with an immediate practical problem. The
agitation of Reform among the Protestants had encou-
raged the Catholics to demand the suffrage. To
refuse their petition was to throw them at once upon
the Revolution, and give to the French three million
ardent allies in Ireland; while at any moment, in
some wild dream of liberty, the Nationalist leaders
might carry Parliament along with them, as they had
done before, themselves take up the Catholic cause as
against England, and become the champions of Irish
independence.

It is unlikely that either Pitt or Dundas contem-
plated allowing Ireland to fall really under a Catholic
Parliamentary majority. Under the present Constitu-
tion some years would elapse before even complete
emancipation would obtain admission for them in for-
midable numbers. Already Pitt was looking toa union
as the only effectual remedy. To propose a union to a
body of men who had received as an insult the sug-
gestion that they should contribute to the Imperial
navy, would have been to open the bags of Aolus.
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They might be more reasonable if the Catholics were
admitted amongst them, and their ascendancy and
their estates in danger. The workings of Pitt’s mind
on the Irish subject, obscure even to Grattan after
close and confidential conversation with him, became
partly visible in a letter written in December 1792,
by Lord Westmoreland to Dundas, before the arrival
of the Catholic delegates in London,

After a few words on the desirableness of granting
a peerage to Mr. O'Niel, to detach him from the
levellers, the Viceroy continues:—

¢ The situation has very much changed within the last
month, but miraculously almost in the last fortnight. The
Protestants and people of property, from an idea that Eng-
land was indifferent about the Catholic question, and there-
fore about the fate of the Establishment and property, have
fallen into a most miserable state of despondency, which has
worked a spirit of conciliation to the Catholics, on the prin-
ciple of attaching the Catholics to the Constitution, to save
it from the levellers. I don’t yet find either the panic or the

(49
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conciliatory inclination much gone to the country; and as |

it certainly is panic and not favourable disposition, upon any
appearance of strength the resisting determination will pro-
bably return, even in this town. . . . Nor, if we should find
it expedient to advocate conciliatory measures, am I prepared
to say they could be carried, or that if they were carried
against the opinion of the privileged classes, that English
Government would not be ruined by the concession ; that all
the politicians would not either, from resentment or policy,
look to popularity in Ireland ; and that, by a junction of fac-
tions, every unpleasant Irish question of trade, particularly
the Indian one, and every popular scheme to fetter English
Government, would not be pressed in an inevitable manner?
The conduct of the Catholics renders concession dangerous, for
if given in the moment of intimidation, who can answer for
the limit that may give content? And if Keogh should per-
suade the Catholics that the concessions were owing to the
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Convention, the influence of Keogh and a few other dan-
gerous men will be increased to such a degree, that all the
Catholics will follow them. .

¢ Don’t suppose from what I say that concession can be
carried if it is thought advisable. I only wish to acquaint
you with the state of opinion here. The Chancellor, the
Speaker, Beresford, and Parnell continue unvaried in the
sentiments they have before expressed. The most desir-
able point is to get rid of the Catholic Republican Govern-
ment, in the name of the Committee or the Convention, and
I am at a loss how to effect it. Concession could only give it
additional influence, if concession was supposed to be worked
through them. . . . If the Protestants are alienated, the
connection between the countries, in my opinion, is at an
end. If concession is found advisable, and we can manage
the business in a manner not to alienate the Protestants, it
will not be so dangerous, though it will certainly be hazard-
ous; and at least every step of conciliating the two descrip-
tions of people that inhabit Ireland diminishes the probability
of that object to be wished—a union with England. Before
the present panic it was a good deal in the thoughts of
people as preferable to being overwhelmed by the Catholics,

" a8 the Protestants termed concession, or continuing slaves,

in the Catholic phrase: That conversation, since the Pro-
testants have been persuaded that England could not or
would not help them, has subsided.

‘In the meantime the levellers have burst forth with a
degree of impertinence and noise most astonishing. They
are guided by a sect called the United Irishmen. They
have money. I cannot conceive where it comes from. They
have appeared in every sort of sedition. The soldiers are
attempted in the alehouses. The playhouses and Amphi-
theatre are every night attacked with Ca ira. They have
publicly professed a determination of raising several thou-
sand men in a national battalion, with French mottoes, for
the reformation of Parliament. Their end is, destroying Eng-
lish influence in this country. The great Catholic body is
not connected with these people, but the leaders of the
Dublin Committee are ; and Keogh, who is the present mover
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of the Catholics, is a member of this society, and has been
particularly active in endeavouring to form this national
battalion.

¢ The great danger is from the North, where the Volun-
teering spirit has gained ground from dislike of the Catho-
lics; and if that dislike should be done away, or resentment
for concession actuated them, their Republican principles
may lead them to any possible mischief. . . . The minds of
men are in a great ferment, the mob expecting to be re-
lieved from tithes, rents, and taxes by relief from Catholic
laws; the Protestants alarmed and offended, and the level-
lers elated with the success of France.

‘I believe a Big word from England of her determination
to support the Protestant Establishment would set every-
thing quiet, but England must convince the Protestants
that she thinks the connexion of importance. Every
species of mischief is in agitation. They have assassin clubs
—marked individuals—in short, the whole systematic
Jacobin plan. My great object is to strengthen ourselves
as much as possible before the Parliament. . .". If con-
cession should seem to you proper, let me entreat you not
to be hasty, but leave it to me. Be assured you shall have
early knowledge what can or cannot be done, and do not let
out your mind in any way to these delegates.’!

The language in which Westmoreland speaks in
this letter of the Union seems to show that it was
already the object at which the Cabinet was aiming.
If the object most to be feared was the drawing
together of the Catholics and Protestants, the readiest
way for England to prevent it was to force emanci-
pation upon the present Parliament, and to make the
Catholics feel that they owed their relief to the Eng-
lish Ministers. The Union might then be accom-
plished in time to prevent serious mischief. This
interpretation renders conduct explicable which

1 ¢ The Earl of Westmoreland to Dundas, December 12, 1792,
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BoOK otherwise might have appeared delirious. The Big
& word was not spoken. The Cabinet did precisely
J:z‘?f’;y. what Westmoreland begged that they would not do:
they explained their intentions to the delegates in the
fullest degree, asif the object was to divide the English
Government from the Irish with marked emphasis, to
teach the Catholics that England was their friend, and
to raise, in doing so, deliberately the bitter animosity
which the Protestant gentry were certain to feel.
Never did Viceroy encounter Parliament with a
more stormy outlook, or under harder conditions as
concerned himself, than the Earl of Westmoreland,
when on the 10th of January he opened the session
of 1793. The speech recommended the situation of
the Catholics to the serious attention, the wisdom, and
the liberality of the Legislature. The words implied
as everyone understood that the Irish Parliament was
required to make a concession, to which in the preced-
ing year the House of Commons had declared, by an
overpowering majority, that they would never consent.
The address was moved by Lord Tyrone. The
seconder was the younger son of Lord Mornington,
Major Arthur Wesley, who, on this occasion, made
his first plunge into public life. His speech was
brief but characteristic. He expressed no doubts of
the loyalty of the Catholics. He advised the House
to approach the subject with moderation and dignity;
but he stepped out of his way to applaud Westmore-
land for his firmness ‘in preventing men calling them-
selves National Guards from appearing in military
array.’ Grattan as usual moved an amendment, sepa-
rating the Castle from the King, and giving the latter
the credit of the intended measure. Tom Conolly de-
clared that he approved of every part of the address
save of the paragraph which thanked the King for
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continuing the Earl of Westmoreland in the Govern-
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ment. When the address to the Crown was carried, 2
there followed the address to the Viceroy. It was 7%

the signal for the outpouring of patriotic indignation,
which was hardly appeased by Dennis Browne, who,
though he usually voted with the Patriots, declared
now that he had heard of no act of the Viceroy
injurious to the liberties of his country, and that a
Government deserved support under which public and
private credit, trade, and revenue were all thriving.
This address too was passed. Then followed
notices of motions, William Ponsonby announced
that he intended tointroduce a Reform Bill. Grattan
moved for a committee to enquire into the abuses of
the Constitution. George Ponsonby guessing plainly
the aim of England in promoting emancipation, and
believing that he could still baffle Pitt if the Irish
Constitution could first be popularised, supported
Grattan and his brother, insisting that Ireland should
no longer be the plaything of English Ministers. The
rule of the session was to be conciliation wherever
conciliation was possible. Mr. Corry for the Govern-
ment consented to the appointment of a Committee,
to enquire, not into ‘ the abuses’ which presumed
the conclusion, but into *the state’ of the repre-
sentation, which might admit ‘alteration. Grattan
agreed to the change, though without pledging him-
self that the subject of abuses should not be revived.
Still more significant was the attitude of Government
on Mr, Forbes’ annual motion to exclude holders of
pensions and State appointments from Parliament.
The Cabinet no longer objected to the introduction of
the Bill, and in consenting to an abrogation of the
time-honoured method by which public business had
VOL. II. G

anuary.
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‘been so long carried on, appeared to admit that the

Irish Parliament could not continue on its present
footing.

The Government on the other hand called on the
Legislature to sanction measures already begun for
the repression of anarchy. On the 31st of January
the House was invited to thank the Viceroy for having
prohibited the parade of the National Guards. George
Ponsonby gave a grudging assent. Grattan did not
oppose, but warned the Secretary against making the
extravagance of the Republicans a plea for touching
those sacred guardians of liberty, the Volunteers.

‘One voice only was raised in definite protest. Lord

Edward Fitzgerasld, whose light nature boiled at a
lower temperature than that of ordinary Whigs in the
disaffected atmosphere of Leinster House, had been
swept into the revolutionary ferment. He had been
at Paris with the Anglo-Irish deputation which had
congratulated the National Assembly on the everts
of the 10th of August. The abolition of hereditary
distinctions had been drunk as a toast at a repub-
lican dinner; and Lord Edward, amidst enthusiastic
cheers, had declared that he renounced his title.
Citizen Fitzgerald in his place in the House of Com-

‘mons rose and said :—

‘I give my most hearty digapprobation of the
address of thanks, for I think that the Lord-Lieutenant
and the majority of this House are the worst subjects
the King has’

Cries of ¢ To the bar!’ *To the bar!’ ¢ Take down his
words,” brought an explanation which was rejected as
insufficient. Thenext day the young lord apologised,
and, after a debate of two hours and a division, the
apology was allowed.
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Preliminary movements over, the great questions of cHaAP.
the session now approached. In the first week Major — - _

Hobart had given notice that he would introduce a
Bill for the removal of the Catholic disabilities.
Was the removal to be complete or partial? and if
partial, was the Catholic body prepared to accept it?
On this point the leading members of the Catholic
Committee had been at issue with their allies. Wolfe
Tone had been for rejecting everything short of
total emancipation, desiring to keep the wound open
to feed the spirit of disaffection. Dr. Troy and the
bishops were willing to meet the Government half
way, to take gratefully as much as should be offered,
and to wait till opinion had ripened for the full con-
cession of equality. The ¢ Convention before it sepa-
rated refused to receive a deputation from the United
Irishmen for fear of compromising itself too deeply.’ !
Hamilton Rowan published a fierce address to the
Volunteers, inviting them to resume their arms, call-
ing on the Irish soldiers in the army to remember
that they were citizens, and that their first duty was
to their country, demanding complete and instant
emancipation, and inviting another meeting at Dun-
gannon to compel it.? Keogh had talked bravely to
Tone of his hopes that the Cabinet would refuse to
receive their petition in order ‘to rouse the people.’
Msjor Hobart’s measures, it was now understood,
extended only to the franchise. The delegates when
they went to London had expected no more. Thei