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PREFACE • 

• 
lN a translation of the Hi8Wry of Ff'tMW by M. de Bonne

c'hoee, we think we are preeenting to English readers a work 
of which they have long stood in need; for although 
placed in geographical contiguity-although for nearly two 
thousand years, aometimee connected by friendships, more 
frequently oppoaed in sanguinary wars, drawn together by 
mutual wanta, and stimulated by rivalries, good and bad, it 
is certain that the greater part of the population of England 
and France are very little acquainted with the history of 
each other's oouutry. Without attempting to fathom the 
eauae of thia, or preauming to characterize existing Engliah 
histories of France, we may venture to aay that the want of 
a moderately abort, pleaaingly written, but correct work of 
this kind has long been felt ; and tba.t when we observe the 
high reputation this has obtained in FJ'!Ulce, and aee by what 
aut.horitiea it has been deemed the best of ita kind, we are 
aupplying that want. 

Although it cannot be denied that the history of a country 
is beat written by a native of it, we mnst not expect the 
hiatorian of one like France can be exempt from that 
bias towards military glory which baa been her pride and 
her Clll'88. In this respect, therefore, and in thia alone, 
M. de Bonnecb01e must be read with caution, and with our 
own history open beside U& By comparing the two accounts 
of great conflicts, and looking carefully at reaulta, we may 
approach the truth : our own estimation of ourselves or 0111' 

neighbours is seldom quite correct, and, if we exercise can1 • 
..:1-- _ ... _,be . ~ the. . o,gt;zedbyl:.oog e uuur, we tiiUaU WJSer aor mqwry. 
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At a period when the full value of peace and free inter
communication begins to be understood ; when we have 
discovered that even successful war is but brilliant calamity, 
-a.n intoxication that breeds disease ; when we have learnt 
to appreciate properly the goodness of God, who has created 
variety in the productions of the earth in order to bring the 

• 'children of His great family more closely together; when 
we are. convinced that antipathies between nations are 
unnatural, unfounded, and injurious ;-at such a period a 
history that ever has been and ever must be mixed up with 
our OWD, becomes not only a delightful but a necessary 
study :-beholding effects, we search for causes, and we learn 
why, at times, one country has flourished, the other declined ; 
why one has progressed, the other retrograded; why one has 
\Jean happy, the other steeped in misery. 
· From the nature of man, historj is more frequently a 
beaoon to warn us of rocks or sands, than a cheering pharos 
to guide us to a peaceful haven ; and we do not hesitate to 
say that no history is so abundant in warnings as that of 
Franoe. Happily placed in a beautiful climate, consisting 
mostly of a vast extent of fertile soil, intersected by feeding 
rivers, producing in abundance the richest gifts of Providence; 
situated between seas that afford it facilities of intercourl!e 
with all parts of the old and new world, the destinies of 
France seem to be left in the hands of its inhabitants. And 
yet, what a history ia that of this highly-favoured country I 
To glance back upon it, as a whole, is contemplating 
chaos-occasional spots of brilliant happiness, separated by 
immense gulfs of misery, produced by vioes and crimes of 
all kinds. 

At the present moment the French are candid in the 
admission of their own errors, and in their admiration of our 
institutions and the means by which we have obtained them : 
some of their ablest writers have recently dilated eloquently 
'!lpon these subjects. We may, therefore, be excused if we 

ture to say why, as it is admitted,o,inedcc&~fi. with 
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England, the commerce of France is so limited, her agricul
ture 80 backward, her manufactures 80 small in quantity, her 
population 80 thin, her government unsettled, and her society 
immoral :-it is, we think, simply because the French have 
been and are governed by passions, and the English have been 
and are guided by principles. We may be told this is a strong 
and widely-marked distinction, but if we examine .the two 
histories, from a period when they are worth studying as a 
lesson, we shall find it correct. It is impetuous valour com
pared with cool firmness and aelf-poasesaion ; it is ardent 
desires in face of fixity of purpose and a comprehension of 
the object in view ; it is ebullitions of vainglory against 
aolid, permanent conscioUBileaa of right. In political and 
religious contests, in great revolutions even, the French have 
been maddened and led on to crime by the passions and 
ambition of their leaders, rather than by any definite prin
ciple or aim : there is no passage in French history 80 

honourable as our own seventeenth century, or as the noble 
struggles of the United Provinces in two centuries-they 
have no men at all of the species of John Hampden or 
William the Taciturn, of Nasaau. The French writers 
attempt to set their acquisition of civil rights against our 
great conquests of political rights, but we cannot admit their 
ditctinction ; with the H ohea. Corpu8, civil rights would 
never have been 80 violated as they have recently been in 
France. 

In addition to this, we shall find that one of the great 
obstacles to the attainment of the state beat oalculated to 
aecnre the happiness and prosperity of a people, is the funda
mental evil in the French character of the love of military 
glory ; from it have emanated most of the national calami
ties; to it France must attribute great part of her awful 
reverses. Her most illustrious glory-hunters have never 
benefited her in any way ; they have in vain sacrificed the 
t-reasures, blood, and prosperity of the peopJ~, 'i'~, ~f\N~~ of 
thia Ca1se god ; in every instance, the light which Te<l hem 
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has proved delusive, and their object a fading shadow. 
Volumes might be written on thla enormous :mistake of the 
French. 

But the student of the history of such a great nation as 
France will not, at every page, meet with subjects of disgust 
and reprehension. It is true, in addition to pintures of 
appalling crimes, he will find the gloBB removed from 
characters which false views have held up as doing honour 
to the ages they lived in :-for instance, Louis IX., notwith
standing his many good qualities, piety, miracles, and laws, 
appears an insensate fimatic, neglecting hla duties as a king, 
to take up with those of a pilgrim ; the boasted gentleman, 
Francia L, comes from the historian's ordeal with a stained 
escutcheon, and the character of a bad king and a weak 
man ; Henry IV., so dear to the French, the epitome of the 
national character, is a slave to hla paBBions to the last, and, 
in advanced age, would sa.orifice the peace of the world, 
which he pt'e&Ched about, to hla lust ; and the great 
Louis XIV. stand,s forth as, perhaps, the strongest instance 
of pride and selfish vanity to be found in the records of 
mankind :-but he wil~ with highly-gratified curiosity, trace 
the development of mind and civilization, in what may be 
admitted to have been, in modern times, the leading nation 
of Europe ; he may sigh at finding vice and luxury the prin
cipal i ruits of refinement, but he will see human nature occa
sionally vindicated by the appearance on the scene of a few 
men eminent for their virtues, and of hosts illustrious fvr 
their talents. .As Englishmen, we may boast that we have 
no such monarchs as Charles IX., Henry IlL, and Louis XV., 
but any country wight take pride at seeing in its annale a 
Charlemagne, a Suger, a Queen Blanche, a L'Hapi~ a Sully, 
a Fenelon (the Socrates of France), or a Colbert, the greatest 
minister that ever lived. No history will teach the value 
of such as these few last-named better than that of France ; 
before their real glory that of the, so-called, heroes fades 
i11 to nothingneBB : the fame of a Turenil'ed t~ ffiQ:~ by 
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the smoke of the burning towns of A.lsace, the laurels of 
a :Bonaparte are all withered by the retreat from Moscow. 

To point out the men of geniWI in letters, sciences, and 
arts, who have silently, as regards history, aasisted the march 
of mind in France, would not only require more space than 
could be afforded in a prefaoe, but would prove an injustice 
towards the vast number wh0156 names must be omitted. 

n i.e now establiahed, that no history is 80 interesting or 
instruc&ive as that contained in memoirs, autobiographies, 
and diaries, and in thiS none is so rich as that of France ; 
from memoirs of kings, ministers, and cardinals, to those of 
the confidential valets and maids of the great, French litera
ture abounds in delightful productions of this kind. But the 
inferiority of biography to history is apparent, even with all 
this store ; for, notwithstanding the truthfulness and fascina
tion of these works, which imprint them on the memory, tho 
great chain of history is required to connect them together : 
it is not enongh to know what a man was with regard to his 
own locality or time, we want to know what influence he 
exercised upon the world and posterity ; and this can only 
be learnt from history. 

To that vast body now coming under the head of general 
readers, BUch a help is this work of M. de Bonnechose ; 
without being so long or so dry as to form a repulsive or 
wearying study, it grasps events, and groups them clearly 
llld pel'B}>icuously, never entangling or letting slip the thread 
that ties them together. Having to write the history of 
111ch a country as France for two thousand years in so small 
1 space, it is surprising that he could preserve anything like 
1 style ; it would be thonght that the mass of matter would 
clog the phrases, confuse the relation, and render it impossible 
to give anything but abort, sharp, and ungraceful details ; 
but, if we have been happy enough to seize the character of 
H. de Bonnechose's writing, our readers will find this not 
the eue. His language is excellent, and his anan~m}It 

• • . D t] 1t1zed by\....::.( OQ aood; mdeed, we know of no work, 1n whicll so muc co -
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pression was neoeesary, that is so intelligibly and smoothly 
written. 

We are deterred from attempting to bring his history 
nearer to our own times by the same reaaone that influenced 
him ; a satisfactory history of events that have passed before 
the eyes of ita readers, would not only require great spaoe,
it is an impossibility. 

For ourselves, when translating the work of IAlob an 
author 118 M. de Bonnech011e, our aim must be to render the 
matter faithfully, and depart 118 little from his style as 
possible-if this merit be granted to us, we ahall be satisfied 
with our labourL 

W.R. 



HISTORY OF FRANCE. 
---. 

INTRODUCTION. 
I. 

Gaul before the invasion of the Franks under Clovis. 

TaB vast territory comprised between the Rhine, the 
Alps, the Pyrenees, and the ocean, almost a.ll of which now 
bean the name of France, was primitively known under that 
of Gaul, and was occupied, 88 far back 88 history can discover, 
by two races-the Celtic race of the Gauls, and the Ibel'ians. 
The Gauls formed the foundation of the Ga.ulish population ; 
they drove the Iberians into Spain, and remained masters 
of this great and fertile country. The Phocians afterwards 
formed some important establishments in the southern part 
of Gaul, one of their colonies founding the city of Mar
seilles. Subsequently, a new people,-the Kymrys, better 
known aa the Cimbri,-made an irruption into Gaul, and fixed 
themBelves pnn'Clpe.ny upon the banks of the Seine and the 
Loire. They received their laws and their worship from priests 
called Druids, whose religion, superior to that of the Gauls, 
embracei(it is said, the belief in a Supreme Being, and· the 
dogma of a future life. The Druids, nevertheless, recognised 
many other divinities, whose images they suspended amongst 
the branches of oaks,-trees held sacred by them ; and at the 
foot of these rude altars, they slaughtered oxen and me~ 
.Aa9ociated with these priests, under the name of Druidesses, 
women pretended to possess the gift of prophecy, and sought 
for presages in the convulsions of the victims. We still find in 
various places, large stones, hollowed out on the surface, UJlOn 
which these frightful sacrifices were consummated. The Druids 
exercised a redoubtable power : they took their seats in war
councils ; they were the arbiters of the rights of men and 
cities, and devoted to public execration a.ll who did not 
submit to their sentences. Their worship was adopted by a. 
part of the Gallic population. 

To the first invasion of the Kymrys succeeded t~. §f\J~-I}e 
~1- Bel~ h bel ged h D•g''''edbvu ~.., or >e""• w o on to t e same race, o 

B 



2 INTRODUCTION. (B.O. 50. 

traversed Gaul completely from north to south. These three 
races,-the Gauls, the Kymrys, and the Belgre,-are indiscri
minately designated in history under the general name of 
Gauls. They were divided into a multitude of small nations 
or colonies, which were constantly at war with ea.oh other ;. 
their wives assisted in their councils, fought by their sides, 
and animated the courage of their husbands by frantic hoot
ings : poets, ca.lled bards, celebrated the exploits of the 
heroe11. 

It was impossible that numerons tribes, more employed in 
war than in the cultivation ot the soil, should continue to 
find sufficient support in a stationary abode ; many emi,crra.ted 
in masses ; innumerable multitudes i&<med from the Gauls at 
different periods, and spread themselves over neighbouring 
countries, and even into distant regions, like herds of wild 
animals ; these barbarous hordes pillaged, 1rilled, and burned . 
everybody and everything they met with on their passage. 
Some, led into Germany by Sigovessns, formed colonies in 
that C®ntry ; others, under Bellovesus, invaded the north 
of Italy, and founded Milan and a great number of cities. 

About five hundred years before the Christian era, fresh 
swarms of Gauls crossed the Apennines, ravaged Etruria, and 
several times made Rome itself tremble : one ot their tribes, 
under the leadership of Brennns, obtained posseaaion of this 
city, t~ hundred and sixty years after its foundation, but 
were soon compelled to abandon their conquest. The Gauls 
at length carried their predatory and colonizing expeditions 
as far as Greece, paased the Bosphorns, and established them
selvee, under the name of Galatae, in Asia Minor. Gaul 
was thus plunged, during many ages, into a state of barba.rismp 
and remained so till about fifty years before the Christian 
era, when it submitted to the Roman yoke. 

II. 

Gaul, from the Roman conquest to the invasion or the barbarians. 

AT the period of the invasion by the Romans, the ancient 
denominations of Gauls and Kymrys were nearly lost, and 
Gaul was divided into three nations or peoples, who, in 
addition to the name of Gauls, which was common to them 
all, bore the distinctive appellations of Belgre, Celt.s, and 
Aquitans. The Belgre, whose invasion fo)lowed 1~hat ot 
the Kymrys, inhabited the north of 0~h'ed'M~<J. and the 
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Aquitans the south of the Garonne. The Celts occupied 
t}m-space comprised between these two riverS:"'" There were 
Ulerefore three Gauls ; each of these nations giving its name 
to the territory it occupied. These were themselves divided 
into a multitude of petty independent states, governed by 
an aristocracy, composed of priests, ancients or senators, 
and military leaders. The Romans skilfully took advantage 
of their sanguinary divisions, and in ten years, Julina Cresar, 
at the bead of some Roman legions, completed the conquest 
of Gaul, after a war of extermination. When onco he became 
the acknowledged conqueror, he changed his conduct towards 
the vanquished j he rendered their yoke light, and the tnlmte 
1le imposed upon them was acquitted under the soothing 
D&me of military pay. Reckoning upon their support for 
t.he execution of his ambitious projects, he engaged their best 
warriors in his legions, triumphed over Rome itself by their 
assistance, bestowing upon them, as rewards, both riches 
and honours,-the Roman senate even became open to the 
GauJa. 

Augustus and his IIUCCeiiBors established many military 
colonies in Gaul, and Lyons became the seat of the Roman 
.wnimstration. By degrees, and after several revolts, the 
conquered nations adopted the language, the civilization, and 
even the religion of the Romans. Dmidism resisted, the 
Roman emperors attempted to exterminate it, and the island 
of Britain, now England, became its last asylum. The Gauls 
began to turn their attention to agriculture, commerce, the 
arts, and eloquence. Many of their cities, among others, 
Aries, Lyons, Marseilles, and Nimes, became flourishing. In 
these cities, as well as upon several points of the Gaulish ter
ritory, magnificent remains of aqueducts, theatres, and other 
monuments of Roman architecture, are still to be seen, 
admired, and wondered at. Gaul was divided into four great 
or prineipal parts. 1. The Belgic, to the north and east, 
between the Rhine, the Seine, and the Alps. 2. The Lyon
naise or Celtic, in the centre and at the west, between the 
ocean, the Seine, the Loire, and the &&.e. 3. Aquitaine, 
to the south and the west, between the ocean, the Loire, the 
Pyrenees, and the chain of the Cevennes. 4. The Narbon
naiae, to the 8011th and the east, between the Cevennes, the 
Alps, and the Mediterranean. These four principal divi
sions of Gaul were subdivided into seventeen provinces, each 
governed by an officer of the . empire. Eve;,c;p~qrJ-9.91' 
was formed into a certain number of dist=~ "w'll1c}(<iV~re 

B 2 
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governed by a senate, the members of which were chosen from 
amongst the principal families. To conclude, the Gallic cities, 
which received from the Romans that which constitutes the 
corporation, that is to say, the interior administration and 
civil organization, were regulated by municipal assemblies 
called curia; to which the proprietors of the soil alone were 
summoned. 

The Gauls were divided into freemen and serfi!, or sla.vea. 
The possessors of lands, and men who exercised an art or a. 
trade, were free; the immense majority of the nation, attached 
to the cn1tiva.tion of the soil, lived in a sort of sla.very. 

The municipal regu)ations, and the developments given to 
agricn1tnre, produced at first the most happy results, and Gaul 
for some time prospered under the Roman domination. But 
the empire approached its decline ; no law determined the 
mode of succession to the imperial throne ; each of the 
armies scattered about the provinces, often arrogated to 
itself the right of electing the sovereign, and victory decided 
the question among them. The Gauls took an active part 
in these sanguinary quarrels : thus, after the death of Nero, 
excited by Vindex, they supported Galba, and afterwards 
Vitellin& At the dea~h of the latter, they attempted to 
recover their independence. Civilis, seconded by the pro
phecies of the celebrated DrnideBB V elleda, gathered his com
patriots the Ba.tavians and the Belgians under his banners. 
The Druids issued from their forests, and announced that the 
Gallic empire waa about to succeed to the Roman empire : 
the insurrection spread ; but although formidable in Batavia, 
it was quickly stifled on the soil of Gaul, by the Gauls 
themselves. 

During the three first ages of the Christian era, this vast 
country served as a field of battle for the generals who dis
puted the empire. Crushed by every one of them with 
imposts, drained of men and money, the cities of Gaul at 
length sank into the most miserable condition ; the lands 
remained barren, for want of hands to cn1tiva.te them ; com
merce perished ; and such was the desolation of these coun
tries, that numbers of freemen became serfs or slaves, to 
escape from the obligation of subscribing to the public 
charges. The increasing misery of the people, towards the 
end of the second century, drove the serfs to revolt ; they 
fiew to anns, under the name of the bag(J;U(/u ; they set fire 
to several cities, and devastated the . co~~· }~aximin 
suppressed them ; but victory did no€ '9r~re p9o perity to 
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the Gallic nation ; the empire in its decay burdened with 
distress every nation it had Bllbdued. 

A great social revolution was approaching : Christianity, 
which the emperors endeavoured to stifle in its cradle, had 
become mighty under their persecutions ; the altars of false 
gods crumbled away before it, and in no part did it take 
deeper root or number more illustrious martyrs than in 
Gaul : this worship Bllpported itself by the purest morality ; 
the regeneration of the world was promised to it. Constan
tine and his 8\lccessors had placed it beside them on the 
imperial throne, but the corruption of the Roman world was 
such, that social order could not establish itself in it upon 
Christian bases, so as to afford humanity an impulse strong 
in progress ; it was necessary, in order that this result should 
be produced, that the old world, whilst falling to decay, 
should give place to a younger and more vigorous society. 
God raised up new nations to complete the work of destruc
tion begun by civil discords, by the total absence of industry, 
by the indolence, by the misery, by the degradation of the 
multitude, and the corruption of the higher classes ; all that 
was condemned to perish was destroyed by the barbarians ; 
but they halted before the Christian Church, which they 
found constituted and erect, and which was doomed, one 
day, to subdue themselves. When the Roman magistracy 
sha.ll have disappeared in Gaul, we shall find the title 
of defenders of the city pass to the bishops, and the imperial 
dioceses will be everywhere displaced by ecclesiastical dioceses. 

III. 

lnftllion of the barbarians; deetraction ol the Western empire. 

THE nations which destroyed the Roman empire bounded 
its northern frontiers. Thev were three in number-the Ger
man nation, the Gothic xi.ation, and the Scythian nation : 
each of these was composed of several peoples. 

The German nation was nearest to Gaul, which it bounded 
on the east and on the north. Its principal peoples were 
the Franks, the Burgundians, the Germans, and the Saxons. 
The first, with whom the ancient race of the Sicambri was 
confounded, dwelt upon the right bank of the Rhine, from 
the Mein to the sea ; they were highly esteemed for their 
ftlour, and it is from them the French dA.rive th-,.;.,.~iiD1• e : 

LTQifLeCJ DY~-~ "'-• 
they were divided into several independent tnbes, th - rm-
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cipa.l of which were the 8alian Franks and the Ripua.rian 
Franks. The Burgundians occupied the same bank of the 
Rhine, above Mein, as far as BMe. The Alemanni, or 
Germans, were spread over Switzerliw.d, and the Saxons along 
the shores of the ocean, to the north of Germany, between 
the Oder and the W eser. The peoples who composed the 
Gothic nation, were the Vandals, the Ostrogoths, the Visi
goths, and Gepides : these three last occupied the left bank 
of the Danube. Lastly, the Huns and Alana, the principal 
peoples of the Scythian nation, inhabited the shores of the 
Euxine Sea. 

The greater part of these races, who descended from the 
north towards the south, attracted by the climate and the 
fertility of the southern countries, remained for a length of 
time upon the frontiers of the empire. Their first attempts 
to pass the boundary were futile ; Rome was still redoub~ 
able, and drove them back. She, however, found herself 
under the necessity ot keeping up an immense body of troops 
on the frontiers, at the same time that revolts and civil dis
cords required the whole of her legions in the interior. The 
frontiers were often left unprotected, and it became prudent 
to treat with the barbarians, and to confide to them the 
defence of the empire. At a later period, when the anarchy 
of the state was at ita height, the barbarians, badly paid for 
their services, advanced into the interior, to indemnify them
selves by pillage. In vain Rome humbled herself even to 
become their tribnta.ry, and endeavoured to win by presents 
savage men a.ga.inat whom she could no longer prevail either 
by the force of her arms or the majesty of her name ; in
vasion began, and in spite of some few fortunate fields for 
the Roman armies, the course of the destructive flood was 
not stopped before it had swallowed up both Rome and the 
empire. 

The V a.ndals made an irruption into Gaul in 406, and 
from that time to 476, a period at which a barbarian king 
deposed the last emperor, Italy and Gaul were nothing but 
one vast scene of carnage and desolation, in which twenty 
peoples contended with each other, and in their sanguinary 
conflicts exhausted all the horrors of civil, invasive, and 
predatory warfare. 

The Vandals, driven back by the Gauls, poured into Spain, 
penetrated into Africa, and, under the leadership of Genseric, 
gVo~ 'possesstth .' o~tateof dthteh northferu11 p~ of,o~~to,%~?Jl-!· Ttehe 

mgo s llD1 em : o owmg tne oanner ofl'the r-
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rible Alaric, they march upon Rome, take it, and sack it ; and 
then, in virtue of a treaty made with the emperor Honoriu.s, 
shut up in Ravenna, they quit Italy, and establish them
aelves in Gaul, to the west of the Rhone, after having sworn 
t.o defend the empire they had devastated. 

Great Britain at this period was freed from the yoke of 
the Romans ; the Armoric provinces, on the west of Gaul, 
likewise revolted ; at length, in 420, the Franks, led by 
Pharamond, paaa the Rhine, and take Treves, whilst the 
Burgundiana enter Belgium, and ascend the Rhine to the 
.Alps. 

v alentinian m. then reigned in careless voluptuousness 
at Ravenna, to which place the seat of empire had been re
moved. 1Etiu.s, brought up as a hostage in the court or 
eamp of Alaric, commanded the Roman armies. This skilful 
general, the last Rome possessed, struggled at one and the 
ame time against the Armoricans, the Franks, the Visigoths, 
and the Burgundian&, whilst other barbarians poured down 
upon Gaul. The Huns, a Scythian people, the most cruel and 
the most savage of all, quitted the shores of the Euxine, 
'UDder the guidance of Attila. Their multitude was innu
merable ; led on by the instinct of destruction, they them
eelves said that they went whither the anger of God called 
them. They entered Gaul, and, burning and destroying 
everything that lay in their way, penetrated a.s far as 
Orleans; they threatened Paris, and the Parisians attri
buted the .Cety of their city entirely to the prayers of St. 
Genevieve. The union of the Visigoths and the Romans, 
under Theodoric and ..:£tius, however, checked the progress 
of the Huns. Attila retreated to Champagne, where, near 
Ch&IODII-8Ul"-Maine, upon the Catalannic plains, was fought 
~ne of the moat frightful battles reoorded in history ; it was 
won by ~tins, and was followed by a horrible carnage ; it is 
said that three hundred thousand men fell in this Ringle 
contest. Merovius, leader of the Franks, son of Clodio, and 
grandson o{ Pharamond, united his forces with those of the 
Romans and the Visigoths, and contributed greatly by his 
exploit. to the fortunate issue of this sanguinary day. 

Attila, although conquered, soon collected fresh forces, 
and entering Italy, marohed to the gates of Rome : there 
the Pope, St. Leo, interceded for the Romans, and treated in 
the name of the emperor, threatening, in his sacred characte~, 
the king of the barbarians with the ven~ce otJt,~~ ll if 
he proceeded farther. Whether the pro~d''t'teat'y sahslied 
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his cupidity, or that the superstitious fear of a God with 
whom he was unacquainted acted upon his mind, Attil& 
stopped ; he drew off his forces, and soon after died. 

.£tius alone was able to defend the empire by his genius, 
the authority of his name, and the splendour of his victories; 
but he fell a victim to court intrigue. The base Valen
tinian stabbed him with his own hand, and he himself, after-
wards, was assassinated. 

At that time we see, on the one side, effeminate princes, 
indifferent to the public calamities ; leaders who raise them
selves rapidly, and are as quickly destroyed by assadsi»ation 
or revolt ; an army composed of a crowd of men ot all 
nations, who acknowledge no country, whom cupidity alone 
attaches to the state, and who devour it when there is more 
to be gained by pillage than by mercenary service ; and a 
people, ignorant and miserable, who know not what laws to 
submit to, exhausted by the emperors, plundered by their 
own armies and by the barbarian hordes, and who, for a 
long tin1e, would have ceased to be Romans, if they had 
known under what power to find security. On the other 
part, we perceive new and savage nations, whose independent 
and haughty character contrasts strongly with the degene
rated Romans. These peoples, differing in manners, lan
guage, and worship, as well as in origin, appear to have con
spired to come from the extremities of the earth, to pour 
down all together upon the Roman empire, as upon a prey 
given up to their fury. Between this old society and these 
new races, the Christian Church raised itself, gained fresh 
strength, and won over to its bosom a multitude of men to 
whom the world offered nothing but sufferings, and who 
embraced with ardour the hope of a more happy existence 
1n a better world. The Church admitted all to its sanctuary., 
without regard to either rank or fortune; but took great 
care to raise none to dignities but the best instructed and 
the most able. She alone preserved in the West some re
mains of knowledge, and laboured earnestly to recover 
Europe from the chaotic condition into which it had fallen. 

The empire subsisted in this state of languor till 476. It 
was at this period that Odoa.cer, the commander of some 
auxiliary troops in the pay of the empire, caused himself to 
be proclaimed king by the soldiers, took Rome and deposed 
Augustulus, the last emperor of the West. Italy submitted 
to his laws, whilst Gaul was shared amongrtl)e X~goths, 
under Euric, on the south, the people'!i9''3'f' ~ori:e!~;:.on the 
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west, the Burgundians on the east, and in the north by the 
Salic Franks. The Romans still posseBBed, under Syagrius, 
a portion of Belgic Gaul and of Lyonnese Gaul. 

The Angl~ons at the same period invaded Britain, 
and established themselves in that island : a great number 
of its inhabitants emigrated, and fixed themselves upon the 
extremity of the western point of Armorica, where they 
were well received by the indigenes, with whom they had 
commm1ity of origin and language. Brittany received its 
name from these expatriated Britons. 

Towards the same time, a colony of Saxons, driven from 
Germany, established themselves in Lower Normandy, in the
environs of Bayeux ; whilst another colony of the same 
race, enemies of the Britons, occu_pied a part of Maine and 
Anjou. 

Such was the state of Gaul when, in 481, Clotwig, better 
known under the name of Clovis,* son of Childeric, and 
grandson of Merowig, or Merovius, who gave his name to a. 
dynasty, was elected head of the tribe of the Sa.lic Franks, 
whose possessions extended to the Somme. 
* Among moat barbarous nations the proper names of men and 

womm almost always indicate some distinguishing quality. Mero1uig, 
or Jltr'IDig, is formed of two words, fMI', great, and wig, warrior ; 
Clothild, or Lothild, comes from lot, celebrated, and ldld, young boy or 
girl Barbarous names are in general harsh and difficult to be pro· 
nounoed, and have often been transformed by custom into names of a 
IIIOI'e agreeable sound. Thus, for example, of MtrO'IDig we have made 
Kerovioa; of Cllotwig, or ChlodO'IDig, Clovis ; of Brwnehild, Bruneh&ult ; 
of T/wx~Qric, Thierri; of Ownbald, Gondebauld; of Karle, Charles; of 
JAJdglur, Leger; of Rodulf, Raoul; of All1ik, Alaric, &c. &c. 
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CHAPTER L 

Reign of Clovis. 481-511. 

Tm: successes of the Franks in the part of Gaul which 
remained in the power of the Romans were prepared by the 
~ of oppression in which the imperial government had 
plunged the people, who, overwhelmed by taxes, impatient 
of their yoke, and forced to maintain continual struggles, 
wanted resolution and vigour to defend themselves. Other 
causes favoured their rapid progress in the countries occu
pied by the Visigoths and the Burgundians. . These peoples, 
whoae invamon of Gaul had been violent and accompanied 
by great ravages, became quickly ameliorated by the in
:fl.uence of a superior civilization. The Goths particularly 
allowed themselves to be affected by the Roman manners, 
which were thoae of the civilized inhabitants of Gaul, and 
they endeavoured to revive the politeness, the arts, and the 
Jaws of the conquered, without, however, adopting their 
religion : they were attached to the heresy of Arius, whilst 
the people they had overcome were maintained in the ortho
dox or Catholic faith by their bishops : the latter, children 
of Rome and heirs of the administrative powers of the 
Boman magistrates, bound to acknowledge for their patron 
aad their head the bishop of the Eternal City, to regulate 
*ir faith by his, and to contribute by the unity of religion 
toihe anity of the empire, laboured Rtill, even in the moment 
fll ooaquest, to retain under the authority g~,;,:a,qiQro~}!Ie 
iie ~ Jetigioua faith, the country in which the tie of poiR1cal 
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obedience was quite destroyed. The Visigoths and the Bur
gundian.<J refused to acknowledge the authority of the bishops, 
and the latter founded greater hope upon a nation still 
Pagan and free from all prejudices, as that of the Franks 
then was, than upon people who, already convertetl to Chris
tianity, denied the correctness of their faith, and refused to 
take them as guides. Their enmity contributed powerfully 
to the expulsion of the first conquerors. The Goths and the 
Burgtmdians, besides, at the moment in which they were 
attacked by the Franks, had lost something of their primi
tive energy, without having made any progreBB in the mili
tary science of the people they had conquered : the Franks, 
on the contrary, preserving all the wild vigour of the inha
bitants of Germany, despised Roman civilization, and in no 
point had relaxed their natural ferocity or independence of 
spirit. When they were conquered, their lOBBeB were in
stantly supplied by new emigrations from Germany ; when 
conquerors, they had all the superiority which the audacity 
of succeBB and the thirst for plunder give to a warlike people 
who have nothing to lose and everything to win. 

Clovis, elected leader of the Franks, soon unknowingly 
seconded the wish of the bishops by espousing Clotilda, 
daughter of a king of the Burgundians, the only woman 
then of the Roman communion in the whole Germanic race. 
The first enemy he attacked was Syagrius, the Roman 
general, governor of the part of Gaul still independent of the 
barbarians, of which SoiBBons was the capital Syagrius was 
conquered, and the tribe of the Franks extended their limits 
as far as the Seine. Clovis afterwards marched against fresh 
hordes from Germany, who were invading Gaul, and gave 
them battle at Tolbiac. Conquered in the early part of the 
day, he promised to worship the God of Clotilda if he gained 
the victory : he triumphed, and kept his word. He received 
baptis:n at Reims, from St. Rem~ bishop of that city. 
" Sic am brian, bow thy head," said the prelate to him ; " burn 
that which thou hast worshipped, and worship that which 
thou hast burnt." - Three thousand Frank warriors followed 
the example of their leader, and were baptized on the same 
day: it was in this way the Roman church took poBBession 
of the barbarians. Clovis immediately sent presents to. 
Rome, as a tribute to the suooeBBOr of the bleBBed a}>QI'tle 
Peter, and from that tiine his conquests in Gaul were apid 
and almost bloodleBB. All the cities of the nt rtdoMt, as far 
as the Loire and the territory of the emigtlll\.t" Bh ton&;'i>ptlned 
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their gates to his soldiers. The bishops of the country of 
the Burgundians soon sent deputies to the conqueror, sup
plicating him to deliver them from the domination of . the 
barbarous Aria.ns. Clovis, in compliance with their solici
tations, declared war against the Burgundian king Gonde
bauld, the murderer o:t the father of Clotilda, and made him 
his tn"butary. All the cities on the bank of the Rhone and 
the Baade were thus united under the authority of the Roman 
church. 

Six years later, Clovis meditates fresh conquests, and longs 
for the beautiful provinces of the south, occupied by the Visi
gotbs. He assembles his warriors in a vast field, and says 
to them :-" It is very disagreeable to me that the Goths, 
who are Arians, should occupy the best portion of Gaul. 
Come, with the aid of God, let us drive them out of it." The 
Franks approve of the idea, and follow him ; they cross the 
Loire, and the battle of V ougle, near Poi tiers, decides the 
war. The indigenous people take part with the Goths, their 
conquerors, against the new invaders ; their efforts are 
powerless, they are conquered : Alaric II., king of the 
Goths, is killed in the battle. Thierry, eldest son of Clovis, 
subdues Auvergne to the domiuion of his father, and all the 
country of the Gauls, to the sources of the Garonne, obeys 
the king of the Franks. The prelates and bishops gave up 
the cities that were not taken by assault, and crowded the 
camp and the tent of the conquering king ; a greedy and 
savage multitude spread themselves over the whole of these 
beautiful countries, devastating the land, and dragging men, 
bound two and two, like dogs, in the train of their baggage
waggons. Clovis might have pushed his conquests to the 
aouth further, if the great Theodoric, king of the Ostrogoths, 
who governed Italy with glory, had not put a stop to the 
progress of the Franks.* This prince, father-in-law of 
Alaric II., covered Spain and Provence with his armies ; he 
preserved thus for the infant child of Alaric a part of his 
heritage, and took poi!SeSBion of the territory comprised be-

• Theodoric engaged with the emperor Zeno to penetrate into Italy, 
azul conquer that country from Odoacer, the heir of Augustulus, whom 
be bl de~, and to govern it in the name of the emperor of the 
EMl. Be emigrated with his people, and met, in •s2, the army of 
~on the banks of the Isongo. He conquered it, and entered 
~. where, after some success, followed by numerous reverses, 
~_::erished-aasaasinated. Theodorio from that time governed 
~ wiadom, and attempted to re-est&blill)l, ,,~ ~l@Ild 
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tween the Rhone and the Alps. The Visigoth empire was 
from that time, in Gaul, reduced to the first Narbonnese, 
named also Septimania, the capital of which was Narbonne. 

The Franks, stopped on the south by Theodoric, marched 
to the west, and arrived in the country of the Armorican~ 
whose great cities soon submitted, and consented to pay 
tribute ; the Bretons alone defended the corner of land in 
which they had taken refuge, and were able to prest!rve their 
independence. · 

Clovis gained all his vietories at the head of the Salic 
tribe, the most considerable and the first of all that had 
crossed the Rhine. By the side of these, to the east and 
upon the right bank of the Meuse, dwelt another powerful 
tribe, called the tribe of the Ripuarians, and several smaller 
German colonies. Clovis, whose ambition was not diminished 
or his ferocity softened by religion, undertook to subdue these 
people, and, in order to succeed, he employed both perfidy 
and violence against their kings, most of whom were his re
lations : he caused soma to be assassinated, and others he 
slew with his own hand. At length, by means of vietories 
and murders, he united the whole country comprised within 
the Rhine, the Rhone, the ocean, and the Pyrenees under 
his authority. 

Clovi..'l received the consular insignia and the title of 
Patrician from Anastasius, emperor of the East. His gene
rosity towards the clergy was boundless, and he obtained in 
return the name of tl~ eldest son of 1M Church, which he 
transmitted to his successors. He died in IH 1, after having 
divided his domains amongst his four sons, Thierry, Clo
domir, Childebert, and Clothaire, who were all acknowledged 
kings. 

The title of king, in the German language, signifies only 
chief or leader ; it was conferred by election. At the death 
of a king, the Franks assembled to proceed to the choice of 
liis successor, and when they had named him, they inaugu
rated him by elevating him upon a buckler amidst their 
acclamations. The principal mission of this chief was to 
lead them to the enemy and to plunder; he received the 
most considerable share of the booty, which often consisted 
of cities with their territories : this it was that constituted 
the royal domain and treasure, with which the king main
tained his companions in arms, and kept the most rich and 
the most powerful of them, called a~iona,>Jr,lfdes, or 
fidele8, in dependence upon him. Th~e1~'li!le <:k~ chosen 
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from amongst the warriors most distinguished by their 
actions or by royal favour ; they took an oath of fidelity to 
the prince, and formed a separate class, from which the offi
cers and magistrates were chosen. The following anecdote 
teaches us at once what were the limits and the extent of 
the power of the kings. After the battle of Soissons, Clovi» 
wished to withdraw from the booty to be divided, a valuable 
vase, claimed by St. Remll. His warriors consented, with 
the exception of one, whJ, breaking the vase with his frm.,. 
cUque, or battle-axe, said brutally to the king : " Thou shalt 
only have, as others have, that which is thy share." Clovis 
disaembled his anger; but the tollowing year, when review
iDg his warriors, he stopped before this same soldier, and 
taking from him his weapon, which he said was not kept in 
order, "Remember the vase ot Soissons," said the king, and 
split his skull with his battle-axe. 

When a king died, his sons inherited his domains, and, 
being thus richer than their companions in arms, were more 
likely than others to gain the suffrages. It was in this man
ner the supreme authority was transmitted from father to 
11011 in the race of Clovis, at first by elections, and afterwards 
by custom, which made the law. 

The sons of Clovis having all been acknowledged kings, 
each fixed his residence in one of the principal cities of his 
domains. There were then four courts and four capitals, which 
were, Paris, Orleans, Soissons, and Reims. All these capi
tals, residences of the kings, were choeen on the northern 
side of the Loire, in a space sufficiently narrow, because the 
country in which they were situated, was alone considered the 
land of the Franks. The provinces to the south ot the Loire, 
atill filled with remembrances of Rome, their great cities 
much richer and more populous than those of the north, and 
splendid with the remains ot imperial grandeur, struck the 
barbarous Franks with a stupid astonishment, and inspired 
in them nothing but aversi9n or fury. They felt themselves 
eonstramed &midst the wrecks of the civilized world ; and 
therefore never dwelt there but with repugnance. They 
abandoned the administration of them to the municipal 
bodies and the bishops, and contented themselves with occu
pying the country militarily by bodies of troops, who Rpread 
terror everywhere, and kept all in subjection. 

The country of the Franks to the north of the Loire was 
divided into four kingdoms, those ot Paris, §~~p.~.QrJ..~s, 
and Metz. The Salic tribe occupied, on the west, tile t'liree 



16 STATE OF (SIXTH cmrr. 

:first ; the tribe of the Ripuaria.ns occupied the fourth, situ
ated on the east, and of which Metz at first, and afterwards 
Reims, was the capital. 

It is proper, before we pursue the history of the Franks 
under the race of Clovis, to cast a glance over their religion, 
their laws, and their usages, and expose the relations of the 
conquerors with the conquered people. 

The Church was then the only power which struggled 
against barbarism, and the only check upon the fierce pas
sions of the conquerors. These men of the North, children 
-of Odin, who, brought up in the religion of their fathers, bad 
-only learned to hope in another life for joys entirely sensual, 
and who promised themselves, as supreme felicity, to drink 
beer there from the skulls of their enemies, comprehended 
hut very ill the spirit and sublimity of Christianity, when, 
after the example of their leader, they were converted in a 
mass, without receiving the least inRtruction. Such was 
their gross ignorance, that at sight of the pomp and luxury 
exhibited by the clergy on the occasion of his baptism, 
Clovis said to St. Remll : " Patron, is not this the kingdom 
.of heaven to which you have promised to lead me 1" It was 
necessary that these men should belong to a worship that 
might terrify them by its carnal threats, and captivate them 
by the majesty of its spectacles : it is easy, then, to conceive 
that Catholicimn should triumph over rival sects. In fact, 
the images of saints, the relics of martyrs, the renown of the 
miracles said to be operated by them, with the pomp of the 
·ceremonies, seized with astonishment and respect the imagi
nation of the barbarians. The civil power of the bishops, 
the exterior and visible hierarchy of the clergy, whose head 
was at Rome in the Eternal City ; above all, that great name 
of Rome, respected even by its conquerors-all this gave to 
the Catholic clergy a power over these indomitable popula
tions very superior to that which could have been obtained 
by the priests of any other Christian church. The clergy 
were at this time distinguished by great virtue.<~, and made 
-energetic efforts to combat the unrestrained passions of kings 
and nations ; but the barbarism was still so great, that men 
treated God as they would have wished to be treated them
selves ; they flattered themselves with being able to disarm 
his justice and subdue his anger by giving him gold, jewels, 
horses, and lands, with which they enriched the Church : 
these riches assisted the clergy in preserving ~ necessary 
ascendancy over the conquering conwrm' by lofire th ~e cen-
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turies during which the reign of the Merovingians was pro-· 
longed, witnessed the erection of a vast number of monaste
ries. Among the most useful foundations of this kind, the 
establishments of the illustrious order of the Benedictines, 
founded in Italy in the sixth century, by St. Benedict, 
and which soon spread numerous ramifications throughout 
Europe, were remarkably conspicuous. The adepts of this 
order were subjected to the three vows of chastity, poverty, 
and obedience : St. Benedict had further prescribed to them, 
prayer, study, manual labour, and the instruction of youth. 
No religious order contributed more to the progreBB of letters 
and science. Great need was there, that, amidst perpetual 
scenes of conflict, death, and pillage, the unfortunate should 
find some asylum against violence ; and when the face of the 
earth was bristling with armed men il}.tent only upon mutual 
destruction, it was of vital importance that considerable 
BOCieties, animated by a. pious and intelligent zeal, should 
devote themselves to the painful care of draining marshes, 
clearing lands, collecting the knowledge contained in the 
scattered manuscripts that bad escaped from so many devas
tations, and teaching others ihe little they themselves knew. 
Such was the laudable occupation of the early inhabitants of 
monasteries ; it was thus they earned and deserved the 
respect and gratitude of nations. 

Religion was then also the only tie which united the 
different races and classes of mankind ; for at that time, in 
Gaul, there was no union established either by commerce, by 
civil or judicial administration, or by uniformity of laws. 
The authority of the kings was entirely military, and the 
legislative power belonged to the whole nation of the Franks, 
who assembled in arms in the month of March or of May ; 
whence these assemblies or national comitia obtained the 
name of the Field of March, or the Field of May. They bad 
taken place regularly in the times that immediately followed 
the conquest ; but when the Franks had become proprietors, 
and were rapidly spread over the soil, they neglected to meet, 
the kings ceased to convoke them at the usual periods, and 
the legislative power passed into the hands of the monarchs, 
of their officers, and of the bishops. 

Justice did not emanate from the king, but from the peo-
ple ; the latter chose the judges, the king appointed the 
counts or dukes, who presided at trials ; the citizens, upon 
whom the duty was imposed of aBBisting in court~YetJustice. 
were termed rachimbourgs. No subordin'll.'W6i£'exni!Ja11be-

c 
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tween the various tribunals, no appeal was admitted. Each 
of the tribes who occupied the land of Gaul preserved its 
own laws; the Roman Gauls continued to be governed, in 
their civil relations, by the Theodosian code ; the Salic 
Franks, the Ripuarian Franks, and the Burgundians, had all 
separate codes. 

The law obeyed by the Sa1ic Franks, and which took from 
them the name of the Salic law, was not established till after 
the conquest, but its maxims belonged to times much anterior 
to the invasion of Gaul by the Franks. This law made very 
iDjurious differences between the race of the Franks and the 
race of the Roman Gauls : it was by its weight in · gold 
that reparation for the greatest crimes was valued ; by sub
mitting to pay a. regulated sum, anybody might rob, slay, 
and burn. In these compositions the law always estimated 
the life of a Frank at double that of a Roman ; the latter 
was valued at little more than that of an ox ; nevertheless 
churchmen were respected, and enjoyed nmny privileges. 
Under the sons of Clovis the penal laws became more severe, 
and the penalty of death was, in some eases, substituted for 
that of fines. The law of the Ripuarian Franks, promul
gated by Thierry I., established compensation for offences 
upon principles similar to those of the Salic law. The law 
of the Burgundians, called the Gombdite law, of which Gon
debauld was the first author, was more favourable to the 
ancient inhabitants than the laws of the Salic Franks, or the 
Ripuarian Franks ; resembling in this the law of the Visi
goths, it established, in offences committed upon persons, no 
difference between the Romans and the conquerors : it thence 
followed, that the Roman laws remained much longer in 
vigour among the Burgundians, the Visigoths, and the peo
ples ·of the southern countries of Gaul, than in the parts 
subservient to the laws of the Balians and the Ripuarians. * 
All the laws of the barbarians attested a boundless faith in 
the immediate intervention of the Divinity in human affairs. 
Some established, as judicial proofs, the oaths of the friends 
and relations of the accused or oi the debtor; others, the event 
of a duel between the parties ; to which were added the 
ordeals of water and fire. The accused was obliged to touch 
red-hot iron, or plunge his hand iDto boiling water ; his arm 
was then carefully enveloped, and if, after a certain number 
of days, there were any traces left ot the bum, the unfortu
nate wretch was punished as guilty ; if there were none, his 

* Montesquieu, Esprit des Lois, liv.llliY<iiio cbpJ4 gle 
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innocence was proclaimed. It was believed that the judg
ment of God himself was thus obtained, as it was by the 
duel 

The free Franks were outwardly distinguished from the 
Romans by their long hair. When a Frank entered into 
Ute Church, his hair was cut off ; and from that time he could 
not aspire to the throne or to the command of armies. 

Every city was governed by its own municipality, under 
the direction of the bishop. The latter was elected by the 
people or by Ute clergy of his diocese. Slavery existed ; 
conquerors, after battle, still disposed of the liberty of the 
conquered : in divisions or sales of property, the cultivators 
were sold with the soil as the flocks and herds were . 

.Among the barbarians, territorial property was divided 
into two principal kinds: into freeholds (.francalleua;) and 
into benejicu or fiefs. The freeholds, free from quit-rent or 
service, were property which the conquerors appropriated to 
themselves ; they could not, by virtue of the Salic law, be 
trarumritted to women. The benefices or fiefs were lands 
which the kings detached from the royal domain, to gratify 
their kuda, or great vassals. 

The pcesession of this latter property carried with it the 
obligation of military service, and did not constitute an in
alienable right. The posts of duke and count, enjoyed by 
the first nobles, were not transmiSIIible by hereditary right to 
their children ; but, in the end, the bravest warriors, en
riched by royal favour, formed a redoubtable aristocracy ; 
they became proportionately powerful as royal authority 
declined, and their pretensions increasing with their strength, 
ihey rendered their domains and their titles hereditary in 
their families. This usurpation of the nobles was one of the 
principal causes of the fall of the Merovingian dynasty. 

CHAPTER rr.· 
Continuation of the reign of the Meroviogiaos, from the death of Clovis 

to that ofDagobert I. llll-638. 

F'RATRIOIDB, wars, and atrocious crimes marked the 
reigns of the descendants of Clovis. The children of that 
prince divided his Rtates among them with barbarous igno
rance, and this gross partition was the scene of sanguinary 
quarrels. r:~ .. l 

Thierry resided at Metz, the capital of;~aa~rtl .... Ftiribe ; 
c 2 
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Clothaire liYed at Sois8(>nS ; Childebert at Paris ; and Clo
domir at Orleans. These last three likewise shared amongst 
them the conquered lands and cities of Aquitaine. During 
their time a great number of German tribes allied themselves 
with the Franks, whose conft:deration now extended to the 
Elbe. The Frisons, the Saxons, and the Bavarians were 
comprised within this league ; the Thuringians, united 
wi+h the Varini and the Heruli, had spread themselves 
over the banks of the Elbe and the Necker, and had there 
instituted a new monarchy. Stained by frightful atrocities, 
they resisted the Franks ; the latter marched against them 
under Thierry and Clothaire, conquered them in two great 
battles, caused the Thuringian princes to be esseesinated, 
put e. great part of the nation to the sword, and reunited • 
Thuringia to the monarchy of the Franks. 

Sigismund, son of Gondebauld, the assassin of Chilperic, 
father of Queen Clotilda, then reigned in Burgundy. This 
princess, the widow of Clovis, after forty years had pasBed 
away since that murder, swore to take vengeance for it, 
although the murderer no longer existed. She resolved to 
make the 110n expiate the crime of the father, and getting 
her children together, she made them promise to avenge the 
death of Chilperic. Clodomir and Clothaire immediately 
enter Burgundy, gain a battle, make King Sigismund prisoner, 
and cast him, his wife, and children, into a well. Gondemar, 
the brother of the conquered king, becomes his avenger ; 
he defeats the army of Clodomir at V eseronce, on the banks 
of the Rhone, kills Clodomir, puts the Franlq! to flight, and iR 
acknowledged king by the Burgundia.ns, over whom he reigns 
till 532. Clothaire and his brother Childebert attack him 
again ; they are conquerors, and take possession of his 
kingdom. 

These two princes disgrace themselves by a frightful crime 
after the death of their brother Clodomir, who had left three 
children of a tender age under the guardianship of their 
grandmother Clotilda. Clothaire and Childebert covet the 
heritage of their nephews, and in order to get them into 
their power, they undertake to have them crowned. The 
children arrive full of joy at the court of their uncles, 
followed by their domestics and their tutors. All at once 
they are seized and separated, and their train placed in dun
geons. Clothaire and Childebert then send their mother 
Clotilda a pair of scissors and a poniard, ~~PN~nfljng her 
to choose the cloisters or death for '9''lfE!r' ~8children. 
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"Death ! " replies the exasperated Clotilda. The kings 
immediately seek their nephews : Clothait-e slaughters two 
of them with his own hands, and all their servant.s are 
at the same time massacred. The third son of Clodomir 
el!Caped the fury of his uncles ; he became a monk, and 
founded the monastery of St. Cloud. 

Thierry L, the eldest son of Clovis, died in 534, after 
having ra.vaged Auvergne, which had attempted to shake 
off his yoke. His son Theodebert succeeded him. 

The empire of the Goths approached its decline. The 
great Theodoric was no more. This prince had governed 
Italy, Spain, and the southern part of Gaul ; he had re
conquered from the Franks a great portion of the provinc.es 
taken from the Visigoths after the battle of V ougle, and he 
had endeavoured to nH!stablish in his dominions the laws, 
customs, and manners of the Roman empire: but a son was 
denied to him to gather his immense inheritance ; he had 
only two daughters, Amalsontha and Theodegotha, and by 
them, two grandsons, A thalaric and Amalaric, between whom 
he divided his states. Athalaric had the kingdom oftheOstro
goths in Ita.ly, with the provinces of Gaul, to the Rhone and 
the Durance. Amalaric, the son of Alaric II. and Theodegotha, 
reigned over the Visigoths in Spain, and in Gaul to the foot 
of the Pyrenees, to the Lot and the Rhone. This prince 
resided at Narbonne, and married Clotilda, the daughter of 
Clovis. Clotilda was a Catholic, in the mi~ of an Arian 
people ; insulted by the populace, she was even more cruelly 
outraged by het: husband ; her blood flowed, she received it 
on her veil, and a faithful servant carried this blood-stained 
veil to the Fra.nk kings, her ~>{others, as an appeal to their 
vengeance. Inflamed with futlf at the sight, Childebert set 
forward and led an army of Franks towards the frontiers 
of Septimania.* He beat the Visigoths. The terrified 
Amalaric fled to Barcelona, where he was assassinated. 
Childebert gave Narbonne up to pillage, then he returned 
towards Paris, loaded with the spoils of the rich province, 
of which he neglected to secure possession, and which fell 
again into the power of the Visigoths. 

About the same period the race of Theodoric ceased to 
reign in Italy, his grandson Athalaric dying at a tender 
age. The Ostrogoths, after his death and that of his sue-

• The name of Septimania began to prevail over that of the N arbon· 
-. given by the Romans to the country whigl!d iiJ I,lQiooo 1~r as 
I.auguedoc. 
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oossor Theodat, the second husband of his mother Amal
sontha, chose as a master Vitiges, the most skilful of their 
generals ; being then at war with Justinian, the emperor of 
the Fast. This prince demanded the support of the Frank 
king, Theodebert L, son of Thierry, against the Ostrogoths, 
whilst Theodebert was at the same time appealed to by the 
Ostrogoths, as their liberator, against Justinian. He croBSed 
the Alps at the head of a numerous army, received gold from 
both parties, and then, in contempt of his engagements, made 
a frightful carnage of both armies, carried fire and sword 
into Lombardy, burned Genoa and Piss, and wrested Provence 
from the Ostrogoths, whose empire, already tottering, was 
totally destroyed by Belisarius and Narses, the illustrious 
generals of Justinian. 

Theodebert was meditating the invasion of the t>mpire of 
the East when he died, in 548, leaving the throne to his 
son Theodebald, who only reigned seven years. At the death 
of this latter, Clothaire, his great-uncle, took possession of his 
kingdom : his other uncle, Childebert, jealous of this USUI"Jl&'" 
tion, excited against Clothaire, Chramme, son of that prince, 
and supported him at first by his arms ; but he himself soon 
afterwards fell sick, and died at Paris. Clotha.ire seized all 
the succession, pursued his rebellious son, took him prisoner, 
and caused him, his wife, and his daughters, to be all burned 
alive. Clothaire succeeded his three brothers, and united 
under his domination the whole of Roman Gaul, in which 
were included Savoy, Switzerland, the Rhenish provinces, 
and Belgium : his power extended beyond the Rhine over 
the duchies of Ga-many, Thuringia, Bavaria, and the country 
of the Saxons and Frisons. He made no use of this colossal 
strength, and the only memorial remaining of the two years 
dnringwhich he governed the monarchy of the Franks alone, 
is the murder of his son. He expired a year after this 
horrible execution, and cried out, astonished at dying,-. 
" Who is this king of the heavens, who thus kills the great 
kings of the earth f' 

Clothaire L left four sons, Caribert, Gontran, Chilperic, 
and Sigebert, who shared his states. Caribert lived but a 
short time ; he left no male heir, and from his death dates, 
amongst his surviving brothers, a fresh division, with which 
it is important to be well acquainted. The vast country 
situated between the Rhine and the Loire was divided into 
two pa.rt..q, as by a line which should be extent ed from north 
to south, from the mouths of the Sch~Ule'to B£-~~Aube. 
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The part eitnated on the west of this line was named N eu
stria ; the other part, situated on the east, was called 
Austrasia. Neustria fell to the share of Chilperic, Austral!ia 
to Sigebert. Burgundy, which formed the third great division 
of Gaul, was the share· of Gontra.n. Vast countries subse
quently conquered were considered as appendices to the 
Frank empire, and it was agreed that a separate division of 
them should take place : these were Provence, Aquitaine, and 
Novempopula.nia. The first was connected entirely with 
~n France, with Austrasia and Burgundy, and was 
&bared between Sigebert and Gontran ; the second was 
divided into three reputedly equal parts, of which each one 
formed a little Aquita.ine ; lastly, N ovempopulania. was shared 
between Chilperic and Sigebert, to the exclusion ot Gontran. 
The Germanic provinces, governed by dukes named by 
the kings, were acarcely reckoned in this division : they tell, 
with Austraeia, to Sigebert, who, in order to watch over 
them the better, transferred his residence from Reims to 
Metz, which he made his capital. • The three brothers 
made a. whimsical a,areement with respect to the city of 
Paris : each of them engaged, on account of the importance 
of the place, never to enter it without the consent of the 
~ two. This celebrated partition of the inheritance of 
Clothaire I. was made in the year 567. 

Chilperic and Sigebert signalized themselves by their 
orotherly hatred, and were surpassed in audacity, ambition, 
and ba.rb&rity by their wives, whose names acquired a great 
and awful celebrity. 

Sigebert married Brunehaut, daughter of the king of the 
Visigoths; and Chilperic, surnamed the Nero of France, 
jealous of the alliance contracted by his brother, slighted t.he 
pretensions of his mistress Fredegonde, to espouse Galse
vintha. sister of Bruneha.ut. He had already at this period 
three sons by a. first wife, named Andovera, whom he had 
repudiated and shut up in the prisons of Rouen. Shortly 
after his marriage he caused Galsevintha to be strangled, at 
the instigation of Fredegonde, and took her for wife. Brune
haut swore to avenge her sister. The enmity of these two 
queens caused rivers of blood to flow. 

After an unsuccessful war against his brother Sigebert, 
Chilperic submitted, demanded peace, and accepted a treaty, 
which he violated almost immediately by taking up arms 

• Sigeberl in this followed the e:u.mple of Clovis anwba suc-
-n : Metz W&S their capit&l. 0 '9'1"ed Dy u e 
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again. Sigebert, becoming furious, marched upon Paris, 
subjected all and everything to fire and sword around the 
city, took possession of it, and forced Chilperic to shut him
self up in Tournay, with his wife and children. The Austra
sian army invest this place, and Sigebert declares he will 
kill Chilperic; but in the first place he is desirous of being 
elected king of Neustria, and he names the royal domain of 
Vitry as the scene of this solemnity. Germanns, * bishop of 
Paris, in vain endeavours to prevail over Sigebert by excit
ing the pity of Queen Brunehaut, more eager for vengeance 
than her husband ; he addresses the king himself:-" King 
Sigebert," says he, " if thou wilt renounce the death of thy 
brother, thou shalt be victorious ; if thou hast any other 
thought, l;hou shalt die." Sigebert persists in his fratricidal 
projects, be arrives at Vitry : there he is elevated upon the 
bucklers and is proclaimed king of Neustria in the assembly 
of the Franks. All at once, in the very midst of these re
joicings, two young emissaries of Fredegonde wound the king 
with poisoned swords ; he dies, his army is dispersed, and 
Chilperic recovers his throne. . 

Sigebert had had by Queen Brunehaut one son, still an 
infant, named Childebert, and two daughters. At the news 
of his death, his family are detained captives in the palace 
of the Thermes ; but Gondibaud, an Austrasian noble, pro
cures the liberation of the young Childebert : the royal infant 
is let down from a window of the palace in a basket, a 
faithful servant takes him behind him on horseback, and car
ries him away to Metz, where Childebert II. is proclaimed 
king of Austrasia in 57 5. 

Brunehaut, with her two daughters, falls into the power 
of Fredegonde ; the king sends her prisoner to Rouen, where 
she inspires Merovius, the son of Chilperic and the unfor
tunate Andovera, with a violent passion : Merovius marries 
her, and Fredegonde persuades the king, that his son, by 
espousing her rival, has resolved to dethrone him. Chilperic 
pursues the newly-married couple with his vengeance : 
Brunehaut flies into Austrasia ; Merovius seeks an asylum 
at Tours, in the basilic of St. Martin. In vain the bishop, 
Gregory, intercedes for him ; Fredegonde is implacable ; 
Met"'vius causes himself to be killed, and all his servants 
perish in tortures. One child alone, named Clovis, of the 
first bed of Chilperic, had survived : Fredegonde has deter-

• The Church cMonized him, and he is known under the[IUUile oi 
St. Germain. D'g't"ed by l;oog e 
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mined upon his death ; she accuses him, as well as his wife, 
of sorcery and witchcraft with regard to her own children : 
the young wife is delivered to the flames, Clovis is poniarded 
at Noisy. 

The Merovingian princes, barbarians obtaining the enjoy
ments of Roman luxury and civilization before they had got 
rid of their savage instincts, placed no restraint upon their 
violence and vicious passions, and it might already be per
ceived to what a premature end their race was hastening. 
One day, whilst Chilperic was residing in his palace of 
Braine, two Gallic bishops, Salvius d'Alby and Gregory of 
Tou.rs, were walking together round the royal dwelling ; 
all at once, Salvius stops, and says to Gregory : " Do you 
aee nothing over that battlement~" The bishop of Tours 
answered : " I see the. belvedere that the king is erecting." 
"Do you perceive nothing more~"-" No! if you see any
thing, tell me what it is!" Salvius heaved a deep sigh, and 
replied : " I see the sword of the anger of God suspended 
over that house." 

Chilperic, re-established on his throne, placed no bounds 
to his cupidity or his ambition ; he invaded the states of his 
brother Gontran, during a war of that prince against the 
Lombards, and in his aggression, availed himself of the sup
port of the people of Aquitaine. An army of Aquitans, 
under the command of Didier, count of Toulouse, marched 
against Burgundy ; but Gontran had, as leader of his troops, 
a great captain, the patrician* Mummoles : this general, 
after having exterminated the Lombards, attacked the 
AquitaDs, destroyed their army, and retook all the places of 
which Chilperic had gained possession. Six years later, a 
fresh invasion of Burgundy by the Neustriaus was again re
pulsed, and Chilperic soon after perished, assassinated in 
the forest of Chelles, by the order of Fredegonde. Of all 
the male children he had had by this sanguinary woman, one 
alone, of tender age, named Clothaire, survived him: his 
mother undertook the guardianship of him, and, threatened 
at once by all the enemies her crimes had created, she placed 
herself and her son under the protection of King Gontran. 

Oontran, seeing two children, Clothaire II. and Childe-
• bert II., seated upon the thrones of N eustria and Austrasia, 

hoped to unite under his own sway the whole monarchy of 
the Franks ; but the young kings had for mothers, the one 

• Patrfciar. was, after the king, the firat 01J:igni0~Q,~etbe 
B.gundWlB. . 
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Fredegonde, and the other Brunehaut, both of whom knew 
how to dispute and keep power. ' 

Brunehaut united to an active and vast genius indomitable 
passions ; she was determined at the same time to punish 
her rival and keep the Austrasians in her power: the latter, 
neighbours of Germany, the cradle of their ancestors, were at 
this period the least disciplined of any of the Gallic nations. 
Brunehaut admired Roman civilization ; she was anxious to 
astablish in her son's dominions the centralization of mo-

' narchical power, and the RomAn system for the levying of 
the public imposts ; but the nobles of Austrasia supported 
with impatience the yoke of royal authority, and the Roman 
fiacality was hateful to them, as they considered every tax as 
a disgraceful tribute which ought never to be paid but by a con
quered people. They leagued against Brunehautand her govern
ment, and became her most formidable enemies. The Frank 
kings had till that time been accustomed to establish one of 
their leudes above the officers of the household, as intendant 
of the royal domains. This person, who bore the title of 
major-dornltUI, was, at a. later period, called "mayor of the palace" 
of the kings, and was nothing but their principal domestic; 
but after the death of Sigebert, the nobles of Austrasia, 
jealous of the authority of Brunehaut, elected one of them
selves mayor of the pala.ce, and added to tho duties of his 
charge that of presiding over them and watching over the 
young king. It was in vain Brunehaut opposed this haughty 
aristocracy, which insisted upon sharing the tutelage of her 
son ; she, however, determined to restrain herself till Childe
bert should be of an age to govern for himselt ; she inspired 
him with a. profound dissimulation, and was anxious that, 
whilst learning how to conquer distant enemies, he should 
acquire the necessary strength to overcome those which sur
rounded him. 

It was not in Auatrasia alone that a reaction against the 
descendants of Merovius was perceptible. Royalty in Gaul 
was not what it had been in the wild forests of Germany ; 
a multitude of causes had concurred in the change : the 
conquest of vast countries, the possession of numerous 
domains and great treasures, the fruits of immense spolia
tions, the rarity of national courts or assemblies, in conse
quence of the dispersion of the conquerors over the conquered 
land ; even the traditions of the majesty ot the Roman 
empire and of the absolute power of the em~ror~_~sted 
the ambition of the kings who were the-issu'e ,of:lOlo~c: they 
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fancied themselves to be the legitimate successors of the 
Cesars, and they gradually usurped over their companions 
in arms and over the Frank aristocracy an arbitrary and a 
despotic power. 

The aristoeracy, however, resisted ; they had lost strength 
by dispersion ; they regained it by becoming proprietors of 
hereditary estates ; till that time moveable, they became 
stationary ; they acquired perpetuity with property, they 
were the protectors of a multitude of freemen, who sought 
snpport against the exactions of tl;le exchequer and the royal 
officers, in these powerful patrons. This patronage extended 
itself; notwithstanding the jealousy and the prohibitions of 
the kings ; the Church itself; after having at first favoured 
the progress of royal authority, became disgusted with a 
despotism which no longer respected its immunities or privi
leges, and the bishops leagued themselves with the principal 
leudes, or great vassals. 

A formidable conspiracy was entered into by them during 
the minority of Clotbaire II., against the kings of .A ustra.sia 
and Burgundy, Childebert and Gontra.n. They wished to 
have a king who should be a passive instrument in their 
hands, and they cast their eyes upon a natural and acknow
ledged son of Clothaire I., named Gondevald. This young 
man, dreading the BUBpicious jealousy of the kings his bro
thers, had sought refuge a.t Constantinople, in the court of 
the emperor Maurice. No man was better calculated, by his 
name or by his character, to assist the ambitious projects of 
the Gallic conspirators. An Austrasian nobleman, whose 
crimes had rendered him shamefully celebrated (Gontran 
&eon), was deputed by the leudes of Burgundy and Austrasia 
to Gondevald, to endeavour to seduce him by the promise of 
a splendid share in the heritage of his father, Clothaire I. ; he 
at; the R&me time flattered the emperor Maurice with the 
hope of recovering a portion of the imperial rights over Gaul, 
by favouring the enterprise of Gondevald ; and this latter 
quitted Constantinople with immense riches, which he re
ceived as a gift; from the emperor. But the treasures which 
he imagined would secure him success, prepared his ruin ; 
they tempted the cupidity of Boson, who stole them, returned 
into Austrasia, and purchased the pardon of King Childebert. 

Gondevald was, nevertheless, received with enthusiasm in 
the south of Gaul. The Aquita.ns and the Proven~s, among 
whom Roman civilization was best preseq~~d~nn9~1,j.he 
yoke ot the barbarous Franks with much impatience ; they 
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attempted to free themselves after the death of Chilperic, 
and the insurrection extended itself most powerfully in the 
parts of Aquitaine subjected to the kings of N eustria and 
Burgundy. The most powerful men of these countries em
braced the cause oi Gondevald, and he saw at the head of his 
armies, Didier, count of Toulouse, Bladast, duke of Bor
deaux, and the famous patrician Mnmmoles, who, though 
formerly a general of King Gontran, was become his enemy. 
Gondevald announced himself as heir to Clothaire I., in the 
parts of Aquitaine dependent upon Neustria and Burgundy, 
but be respected the rights of Childebert II. in Austrasian 
Aquitaine. Bordeaux, Toulouse, and other great cities, 
opened their gates to Gondevald, and great part of Gaul to 
the south of the Loire was either gained or conquered. 
Deputies· then repaired to the court of King Gontran, and 
summoned him to surrender to Gondevald that portion of 
the kingdom which was his due : " Otherwise he will come," 
said they, " with his army, be will give thee battle, and God 
will judge whether he is or is not the son of Clothaire." 
Gontran, as a reply, gave them over to tortures ; then, terri
ned at the progress of the insurrection, he invited his nephew, 
Childebert II., to unite with him against Gondevald, and 
seduced him into an alliance by adopting him as his heir. 

At the approach of the formidable armies of Burgundy 
and Austrasia, defections commenced in Aquitaine ; Duke 
Didier set the example : Gondevald, abandoned by a great 
part of the Aquitans, is compelled to seek refuge in the city 
of Comminges (Conv~nes), and shuts himself up there with 
Mnmmoles and a troop of valiant warriors. This city, built 
upon a steep rock, was defended by nature, by formidable 
ramparts, but more particularly by the genius of the invinci
ble Mummoles. The besiegers were well aware that they 
should not overcome the conqueror of Lombardy by force of 
arms, and after having uselessly employed warlike means, 
they attacked him, with more success, by seduction. Mum
moles promised to give up Gondevald. In company with tl1e 
principal leaders, he went to the prince, and said : " ~part 
from the city; go to your brothers, and be fearless." Gonde
vald perceived all was lost, and answered, amidst a flood of 
tears : " I came into Gaul at your desire, I came hither with 
immense treasures ; they have been ravished from me, and, 
except the aid of God, I placed my only hope in you ; let 
God judge between you and me." .o ;a•,ed ~. :tOO Ie 

Mummoles and the leaders were mfte:x:1b e ; tl:i.ey con-

J 



A.D. 590.) PLAID OF ANDELOT. 29 

ducted Gondevald out of the city, and delivered him up to 
Ollon, count of Bourges, and to that same Gontran Boson 
who had plundered him of his treasures. " Eternal Judge," 
said the unfortunate prince, " avenger of innocence, punish 
these men, who have given me, innocent, up to my enemies !" 
He descended towards the army of the besiegers drawn up 
on the plain. " Behold," said Count Ollon, "behold him who 
.calls himself the son and the brother of kings !" and he im
mediately struck him down with a thrust of his lance. As 
he rose again, he was once more cut down, and then crushed 
to death by a fragment of rock, hurled upon him by Boson. 
Thus perished Gondevald, after having bitterly experienced 
the inconstancy of men and the extremes of fortune. 

Treachery proved of no advantage to the traitors ; the 
Austro-Burgandian army penetrated into the city, and gave 
it up to the flames ; inhabitants, priests, soldiers, all perished 
by either fire or sword. Even Mummoles was not spared; 
his rebellion had effaced the remembrance of his services. 
Gontran caused him to be put to death. This powerful 
leader was assassinated amidst the army which had been ren
dered victorious by him alone ; and with him was dispersed 
the great conspiracy which had made the kings of Burgundy 
and Austrasia to tremble on their thrones. 

These two princes entered into a fresh compact at the 
aolemn p/4id. or court held at Andelot ; the common inte
rests of the kingdoms of Burgundy and Austrasia were 
there regulated, and the survivor of the two kings was recog
nised as heir to the other. Then King Childebert, strong by 
his success in Aquita.ine, by the support of Gontran and the 
genius of his mother Brunehaut, shook off the yoke of his 
great vassa.ls, and brought several of them to punishment. 
A plot against his life was discovered ; a powerful noble, the 
ferocious Ranking, was to 888881linate him ; he is commanded 
to appeal' before Childebert, and finds him surrounded by 
his guards ; the king anticipates his purpose by causing him 
to be killed before his eyes. Upon another occasion he in
vites his court and Magnovald, the most redoubtable of 
the nobles, to the spectacle of a fight of animals ; and 
whilst a bull is expiring, a warrior with his battle-axe 
strikes the head of Maguovald into the arena. At last, 
the famous Gontran Boson was deemed deserving of death, 
for his numerous Crimes, and he was, at the court of Ande
lot, condemned by the two kings. Gon~,t99~l!P9!tll!im
se)f the execution of this sentence ; he set fire to the'-house 
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of a bishop in which Boson had taken refuge, as he would 
have done to the lair of a wild beast : the guilty man issued 
from the flames sword in hand ; he died upon the door sill, 
pierced by a shower of arrows, and, dead as he was, he re
mained erect, nailed to the wall by the arrows. Acts oi jus
tice were then not to be distinguished from acts of violence ; 
they were as barbarous as the crimes they were meant to 
repress or punish. 

Childebert, directed by his mother Brunehaut, inflicted 
vengeance upon all his enemies ; and whilst he was sig
nalizing his reign in Austrasia by sanguinary acts < f cruelty, 
the old king, Gontran, terminated his in Burgundy, amidst 
reverses : his armies were beaten in Septimania, or Lan
guedoc, by the Visigoths, and driven back into Novempopu
lania, before the V ascons, a race ot fierce mountaineers of 
the Pyrenees. The old king died in 693, and Childebert IL, 
his adopted son, inherited all his possessions, comprising the 
kingdoms of Paris, Or1eans, and Burgundy. 

The succession of King Gontran doubling the strength of 
Austrasia,Queen Brunehautoonceived the moment favourable 
for vengeance upon her ancient enemy, and the Austrasian 
army soon marched against Neustria, where reigned the 
young Clothaire II., under the direction of his mother 
Fredegonde, and the mayor of the palace, La.nderic. Frede
gonda was prepared for her rival ; she took posse!!Sion of 
Soissons; and offered her forces battle in the fields of Tru.ccia, 
near ChAteau Thierry. The army of Chilqebert was seized 
with a panic at the sight of a moving forest, which appeared 
to be marching towards them : this was the army of the 
Neustrians, who carried branches of trees covered with their 
leaves before them, in order to conceal their numbers. The 
Austrasians took to flight, and Childebert accepted a peace 
which could be nothing more than a short truce. He sur
vived his defeat but a short time, and died, after other 
warlike expeditions, in 696, leaving two young sons, Theo
debert and Thierry. 

The three kingdoms of France then acknowledged three 
children as kings: Clothaire II. reigned in Neustria ; 
Theodebert II. in Austrasia; and Thierry II. in Burgundy: 
the first under the tutelage of Fredegonde, and the two 
others under that of Brunehaut. The implacable hatred ot 
these two women soon revived hostilities, and in a great 
battle fought at latofao, near Sens, bx, Fte!JE)gQJII«te and 
Landeric, against the children of Childe'ter£,"tlle'--'.Au-'Atrasians 
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and the Burgundians took to flight. Fredegonde returned 
victorious to Paris, where she reinstated the ancient kingdom 
of Neustria in all its integrity, and died, after having 
triumphed, by either poison or steel, over all her enemies. 

The enterprises of Brunehaut were much more difficult 
than those of her rival, and her genius constantly met with 
invincible obstacles. The nobles of Austrasia, for a time 
kept under by Childebert, wished to render themselves in
dependent during the infancy of his son, and once more 
Jeagued themselves against the royal authority. In vain 
Bnmehaut, in order to attach Theodebert to herself, had 
allowed him to marry a young slave, whom she thought 
devoted to her person : this woman joined the nobles against 
her. Brunehaut, in order to save her life, quitted the palace 
of Theodebert and Austrasia, and sought an asylum in 
Burgundy, where she was received with grt>.at honours by 
her other grandson, King Thierry, and by the Burgundian 
nobles. It is said she had recourse to crime, and that she 
corrupted the morals of the young prince, to make him the 
more subservient to her views. Irritated against Theodebert, 
who had seconded, or permitted, the violences to which she 
had been subjected in Austrasia, Brunehaut deferred her 
vengeance until she had satiated her hatred upon the son of 
Fredegonde. .Animated by their grandmother, the two 
brothers, Theodebert and Thierry, formed an alliance against 
Clotha.ire II. : the united armies of .A.ustrasia and Burgundy 
met the Neustrians at Domville, in the country of Sens. 
Clothaire was conquered, and the carnage was terrible : " the 
exterminating angel," say the chronicles of the times, "was 
seen waving his sword of fire over the two armies." Two 
years later, Brunehaut, at the head of the Burgundians, 
gained a fresh victory over the Neustrians at Etampes; 
Clothaire waa near falling into her hands, when she learnt 
that Theodebert, king of Austrasia, had treated, at Com
pi~e, with the common enemy, whom he had it in his 
power to crush. This peace saved the son of Fredegonde, 
and filled with rage the mind of Brunehaut, who from that 
time only thought of punishing Theodebert. She induced 
Thierry to take up arms against his brother, and, after a 
&anguinary war of many years between the Burgundians 
and the Austrasians, the armies of the two nations met 
on the already famous fields of Tolbiac. The conflict was 
horrible. "The combatants," says Fredeg3ire,,Q oo ~e so 
numerous, that the dead had not room to fall, and remained 
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erect, as if they had been living." Theodebert was con
quered, and fled ; but he fell into the hands of his brother, 
who ordered his infant son to be slaughtered before his 
father's face. Theodebert was massacred by the command 
of his implacable grandmother, and Thierry himself died 
suddenly the following year. 

The priests alone, in these times, ventured to raise their 
voices against so many frightful offences, and their pious 
courage often placed their lives in danger. The crimes of 
Fredegonde drew from Pretextat, bishop of Rouen, a few 
bold and christian-like words : she caused him to be slain at 
the foot of the altar. Other holy men reproached Brunehaut, 
now almost sixty years of age, with the shameful irregu
larities of her life : one of them, St. Didier, was stoned to 
death by her orders. Another, named Columban, who en
joyed the reputation of great sanctity, refused, in the 
presence of Brunehaut, to bless the bastards of the king ; 
he broke the festive cups that were presented to him, and 
spilt the wine from them upon the earth, in sign of repro
~tion of the royal turpitudes : he was exiled ; and, loaded 
with the anger of princes and the blessings of the people, his 
march to the frontier was a triumph. 

Thierry left four sons, of whom, Sigebert, the eldest, was 
scarcely eleven years of age. Brunehaut undertook to have 
him crowned alone, and to maintain the unity of his father's 
states by eluding the custom of partition& This attempt 
excited a rebellion ; the nobles appealed to Clothaire IL, the 
king of N austria, with the purpose of giving themselves up 
to him, and Clothaire was soon upon the Meuse, marching 
towards the Rhine. Brunebaut, with her great-grandson, 
repaired to Worms, and, wishing to gain the support of 
the Germans, she sent the young king, Sigebert, into 
Thuringia, under the care of W arnachaire, mayor of the 
palace in Burgundy. W arnachaire soon discovered that he 
himself was an object of suspicion to the queen, and he 
immediately conspired against her, and induced the Germans 
not to a.tford her any assistance. One part of t-he Austnv 
8ian leudes had already gone over to the camp of Clothaire ; 
the others, at the head of the Austrasian army, joined the 
Burgundians, commanded by Brunehaut and young Sigebert. 
Among the most distinguished conspirators were two powerful 
Austrasian nobles, whose offspring became, by uniting, the 
foundation of the second royal dynasty of ~ce1: these 
were Arnolphe, afterwards canonized a8 tiu:l bb~}J8JfMetz, 
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and ·Pepin, of Landen. They both contributed, under the 
authority of W arnachaire, to the success of the famous plot, 
the object of which was the overthrow of Queen Brunehaut. 

The united armies of Austrasia and Burgundy met the 
Neustrians on the banks of the Aisne, in Chami>&e,crne. The 
conspirators then declared themselves. Clothaire II. was 
proclaimed king of all the Franks, and three of the sons of 
Thierry were delivered up to him. He immediately put 
Sigebert to death, with one of his brothers ; he exiled 
another into N eustria, but the fourth escaped, and never 
reappeared afterwards. At length the haughty Brunehaut 
herself fell into the hands of the son of Fredegonde, who 
aveuged himself as his mother would have done. Brune
haut, the daughter, wife, mother, and sister of kings, was 
abandoned during three days to the executioners ; then, 
half-naked, paraded through the camp on a camel, and 
exposed to the insults and derision of the soldiery : at 
length,. she was, while alive, fastened to the tail of a wild 
horse, and her body was beaten, dragged, and kicked to 
pieces. She had been, during forty-eight years, the terror of 
her enemies, and succumbed at last, from having endeavoured 
to impose upon a half-savage people the government of an 
advanced civilization. The gross minds of the Franks could 
not comprehend the advantages of the unity of a vast 
empire, and even if they had perceived them, they would 
have refused to sacrifice to them their individual ambition, 
and their intractable independence. Brunehaut loved the 
arts ; she caused several Roman causeways to be repaired, 
Jtnd restored many beautiful monuments : her religious zeal 
led her to lavish immense sums upon the clergy, and to build 
a prodigious number of churches and monasteries. Every
thing that was done by this famous queen, received a gigantic 
impresnon from her character ; her long reign was stained 
by many crimes, but it did not pass away without a certain 
grandeur, or without some glory. 

. After the death of Brunehaut, Clothaire II. reunited the 
whole monarchy of the Franks under his sceptre ; but he 
soon became aware that the unity of his vast empire WIU! 

only apparent : the nobles of Austrasia, in overthrowing 
Sigebert, had thought much less of elevating Clothaire than 
of aggrandizing themselves; they desired to have a. prince 
who would reside amongst them, in order that they might 
direct him at their pleiU!ure, and they forced jthe ~~ to 
IIIIIOciate with him on the throne his son°D'Qk"OWI , tmti to 
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give him to them as their sovereign. Dagobert was scarcely 
beyond childhood, and reigned under the tutelage of Ar
nolphe, bishop of Metz. 

'l'he most celebrated event of the reign of Clothaire II. 
was tbe council, or great synod, assembled in Paris in 615, 
in wbich sa.t the two aristocracies,-tha.t of the bishops and 
that of the nobles. The famous edict promulgated by this 
assembly makes an epoch in history. It denotes the suc
cess of the reaction of the nobles against the kings, by shak
ing the system of arbitrary government they had wished to 
tound. By this edict, canonical elections were re-established, 
clerks were made independent of secular justice, the govern
ment was forbidden to seize successions ab intutat, or to 
augment the imposts ; the judges and officers of the king 
were made responsible ; the edict ordered restitution to be 
made of the benefices taken from the leudes, placed rich 
widows, nuns, and virgins beyond the power of the capricet. 
and violence of princes, and pronounced the penalty of death 
against infringers of the edict. One of the principal articles 
declared that judges or counts should be always chosen from 
among the proprietors of the places in which they exercised 
their jurisdiction. From that period, . the dignity of count 
almost always belonged to the richest proprietor of every 
country, and the royal choice had but narrow limits. Very 
little more is known of the reign ofClothaire II.: sanguinary 
wars broke out between him and his son Dagobert, whose 
independence he was compelled to acknowledge. The life 
of this prince was terminated amidst civil troubles ; h~ died 
in 628, before he was able to secure the establishment of his 
second son Caribert. 

The sway of Dagobert extended over the three great 
kingdoms of the Frank monarchy, Neustria, Austrasia, and 
Burgundy : he detached Aquitaine from it, that is to sa.y, the 
territory comprised between the Loire, the Rhone, and the 
Pyrenees, and gave it up as the inheritance of his brother 
Caribert. This prince soon died, and his eldest son was 
assassinated, it is said, by a. fuction devoted to Dagobert. 
The latter resumed possession of the territories of his brother; 
giving up Aquitaine, however, with the title of duchy, to 
the two youngest sons of Caribert, named Boggis and Ber·· 
trand, but he reserving to himself royal rights over them: 
the unity of the monarchy of the Franks was thus once more 
recon~tituted. . . • r.: I 

If 1t had been poa1nble for a Merovmgumdpti:il e fb 'arrest 
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the decline of his dynasty, Dagobert would have obtained 
that glory. He followed the steps of Brunebaut, and in his 
conflicts with his nobles, sought the support of the Roman
Gallic population, who detested their tyranny ; he made 
terrible examples in Austrasia and Burgundy, and held the 
factions in obedience by fear. None of the royal descendants 
of Clovis caused his power to be more respected, or displayed 
more magnificence : bishops, leudes, and ambassadors crowded 
his court ; the spoils of a considerable part of Europe, gold, 
silks, and precious stones were exposed to the wondering 
gaze of the visitors to his rustic palaces, particularly in his 
regal residence of Clichy, near Paris: the splendour ofDago
bert almost equalled that of eastern kings. In the early 
part of his reign he did not allow his mind to be affected by 
the luxury by which he was sUITounded, but devoted him
self and his time to useful labotll'll : it was at this period he 
caused to be revised and written the body of Salic and 
Ripuarian laws, as well as the laws of his German and Bava
rian vaaJals. He finished, however, by giving himself up to 
debauchery and cruelty ; he became forgetful of justice, and 
imposed heavy tributes on his people : his arms were no 
longer fortunate. The W endi, or Venedes, a Selavic people, 
freed from the yoke of the Avares by Sarno the Frank, 
elected this general for king, took possession of a part of 
:Bohemia, and established themselves in the valley of the 
Danube, which was then the grand route for the commerce 
of northern Gaul with Constantinople and Asia. A numerous 
caravan of Franks were despoiled and massacred by these 
people : Dagobert demanded satisfaction, and not being able
to obtain it, he excited the Franks to revenge. The ban of 
war was published throughout his states, and among his 
vassals of the north and the west ; the Germans and Thurin
gians marched in unity with the Franks and the Lombards 
against the V enedes ; their armies perished in vast, barren, 
uncultivated countries, and the power of the Franks was 
shaken in the whole extent of Germany. 

Dagobert, from that time, gave all his attention to keep
ing his own subjects within the bounds of obedience. Aus
trasia, always ready for revolt, forced him to associate his 
aon Sigebert, only three years of age, with him on the throne, 
and to constitute him king of that country. Dagobert con
fided the child to the duke Adalgesil ; but be required and 
obtained tha~ Pe~in of .Landen, and othef: -!~~~~,gbles, 
.bould remam w1th him as hostages. He des1gna ;~ualso, 
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and caused to be acknowledged as king of N eustria and 
:Burgundy, another of his children, named Clovis. The 
bishops and noblt-.s of Austrasia, coneflrained, says the hi.<r 
torian of the time, by the jea;r of Dagobert, swore to sanction 
the division of his empire. This prince, in the last yea.r of 
his reign, repulsed an invasion of the V ascons, repressed a. 
revolt in Aquitaine, and made a treaty with the Bretons, who 
recognised his supremacy. 

Notwithstanding the reverses of his a.rms against the 
V enedes, and the numerous causes of internal dissolution, 
Dagobert reigned, even to the last, powerful and redoubtable; 
he united, like many princes of his race, a great fervour for 
religious worship, and a superstitious devotion, with pursuits 
and tastes of the most licentious kind ; he made immense 
gifts to the clergy, and covered France with churches and 
convents ; he placed unlimited confidence in the referendary 
Andouen and the goldsmith Eligius, the director of the 
royal mint. These two men, better known by the names of 
St. Ouen and St. Eloi, were both canonized, and their 
memory has remained popular. . Dagobert died in 638. He 
was pa.rticula.rly generous towards the monastery of St. Denis, 
the basilic of which he ornamented with gold and precious 
stones, and in which he was buried with great pomp. This 
king, notwithstanding his vices, exceeded in merit most of 
his family. When he died, a century and a. half had passed 
away since the elevation of Clovis to the throne of the 
Franks, and this period, marked by so much devastation and 
so many crimes, was the most memorable of the reign of the 
Merovingians. 

CHAPTER III. 

Idle, worthless kings (roi•fainianta). Decline and end of the Merovin· 
gian mon&rehy. From the death of Dagobert I. to the deposition 
of Childerio III. 638-752. 

AFI'ER the death of Dagobert I., the Merovingian family 
presents us with nothing but the phantoms of kings, bruti
fied by effeminacy and debauchery, whom history has justly 
stigmatized with the name of rois faineants. They poSBessed, 
in their nullity even, one title the more to the crown, 'vith 
those who reigned in their name. The magistracy of the 
mayors of the I'alace grew great by the side of royalty ; and 
these powerful nobles had already, durin,~,,~PmObtheUatter 
reigns, frequently substituted their authority for tha of the 
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monarch. They took advantage of the weakne!!S of the 
.M:erovingians to usurp in reality all the power: elected by the 
leudes, they made use of them for a length of time to enable 
themselves to dominate over the sovereign ; but when their 
power was well established, they crushed the nobles, in order 
that there should exist no other authority but their OWIL 

They next associated their sons with them, to whom they 
transmitted their post ; and this, in the end, came to be 
considered the apanage of one and the same family, in the 
same way that the sceptre appeared to belong by right to 
the race of Clovis. 

When dying, Dagobert acknowledged Ega as mayor of the 
palace in Neustria, and Pepin of Landen in Austrasia, and 
confided to them the guardianship of his two sons, Sige
bert III. and Clovis II., between whom his states were 
divided. Ega died, and Erkinoald succeeded to his charge. 
The infancy and the character of the two kings contributed 
greatly to the establishment of the power of the mayors of 
the palace. Sigebert III., entirely given up to the practice 
of religious observances, lived like a monk in his states of 
Austrasia, and confined the exercise of his royal authority to 
the care of enriching churches and building convents ; he 
died in the flower of his age. Clovis II., on the contrary, 
saw nothing in the royalty of Neustria and Burgundy but 
the fatal facility of satisfying his inordinate propensities for 
debauchery. His nominal authority, nevertheless, extended 
over the entire monarchy of the Franks ; the Austrasia.ns 
acknowledging him as king. The mayor Pepin was succeeded 
by his son Grimoald ; the latter, at the death of Sigebert III., 
endeavoured to cause the sceptre to pass into his own fu.mily ; 
he had young Dagobert, son of Sigebert, conveyed into Ire
land, concealed the place of his retreat, and even ventured to 
place the crown upon the head of his own son ; but the 
nobles of Austrasia, who, in obeying Grimoald, willingly 
bowed down before a power which was their own creation, 
revolted againBt an authority independent of their choice. 
They put both Grimoald and his son to death, and recognised 
as king the weak Clovis II., who quickly followed his brother 
Sigebert III. to the tomb, and le£1; his sceptre and his vain 
title of king to Clothaire III., his eldest son. 

The famous Ebrouin, endowed with great Wents and an 
inflexible character, was then mayor of the palace ; he, ~low
ever, could not succeed in maintaining the a}!n rent0~uni~y of 

• o,g,t rh v U llt: bl the monarchy for any length of t1me. The A.Witra&a o P.1 
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desired to have a king, who might be, like his predecesson, 
subservient to their influence, and they sent for young Chil
deric, the second son of Clovis II., saluted him king of Aus
trasia, and gave him as guardian the mayor Wulfoald. In 
no one of the three kingdoms of the monarchy had the nobles 
been able to establish a regulax aristocratic government ; 
their power had only a tendency to render them, by degrees, 
more independent. Ebrouin contemplated in every increase 
Qf their individual authority, a step towards general anarchy ; 
he was jealous to excess of his own power, and, from either 
policy or ambition, determined to remain wle master in 
Ncustria. and Burgundy. 

His despotism roused all the nobles. Leger, the cele
brated bishop of Autun, of whom the Church has made a 
saint, placed himself at the head of the insurgents in Bur
gundy, and set the example of an obstinate resistance. At 
first, Eb1·ouin suppressed the 1-ebellion ; but the death of 
Clothaire III. greatly weakened his power ; he did not dare 
to convoke the nobles, according to custom, in a national 
mall, to elect a successor to that prince, who had died with
QUt children ; and he proclaimed as king, by his own sole 
authority, young Thierry, third son of Clovis II. This viola
tion of the ancient usages of the kingdom armed all the 
nobles against Ebrouin. The lords of N austria and Burgundy 
were not willing that the nobles of Austra.sia should see the 
mayor of the palace usurp f'rom them the right of election to 
the throne ; and they offered the crown of the two kingdoms 
to Childeric IL, king of Austrasia. Ebrouin, abandoned by 
all, took refuge in a church ; his life was spared, but they 
compelled him to take the tonsure, and shut him up in the 
monastery of Luxeuil Thierry III. was led a prisoner to 
the presenoe ot his brother, and was confined, by his order, 
in the convent of St. Denis. 

Childeric II. tl'8olll3ferred his residence from Metz to Paris. 
This prince joined to the brutal passions of his degenerated 
race, the energetic character of his ancestors. Compelled, 
at first, to subscribe to the conditions imposed by the nobles 
who had crowned him, he observed them no longer than till 
he felt his strength ; he combated the leudes by means of 
punishments, and confined Bishop Leger in the same monas
tery into which the latter had cast Ebrouin. Misfortune, 
for a time, reconciled these two great enemies, and they got 
up a conspiracy against the rash Childeric,who(had dared to 
inflict upon one of his leudes, named Bdllmti~ tli~qjbl~eful 
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chastisement reserved for slaves. Bodolus and his fellow
conspirators surprised the king whilst htmting in the forest 
of Bondi, near the royal mansion of Chelles. Their ven
geance was atrocious ; they slaughtered him, his wife, and his 
children. Ebrouin and Bishop Leger came out from cap
tivity together, and were once more mortal enemies. Ebrouin, 
after a sanguinary war, at length prevailed over his formid
able enemy, whom he deprived of sight, and whom he after
wards caused to be condemned to death by an episcopal 
synod. He drew from the cloister the imbecile Thierry, the 
blind and useful ~trument of his despotic will ; he sought 
the support of the popular masses in his contests with the 
nobles, and for a length of time exercised a power without 
control: he employed every means to check the influence of 
the hereditary aristocracy ; he restored benefices to general 
eireulation ; he deprived powerful families of the crown lands, 
which Uley had long considered as their patrimonial inherit
ances, and he shared them amongst new men ; thus interesting 
a numerous cla.ss of poor beneficiaries in the defence of his 
work. 

A terrible storm, however, was gathering in Austrasia. 
After the death of Childeric II. that country had been again 
separated from the kingdoms of N eustria and Burgundy. 
Young Dagobert, son of Sigebert III., was recalled from the 
monastery in which he had lived concealed in Ireland. Tlus 
young prince wished to make victims of the authors of his 
fortune, and his rashness was equal to his violences. An 
imitator of the last king, Childeric, he met with a sinlllar 
end ; he was assassinated by the dukes of A ustrasia. Among 
the murderers were several partisans and relations of the 
ancient mayor Pepin, of Landen, whose male posterity be
a&me extinct with Grimoald and his son, but whose family 
still preserved great in.B.uence. A daughter of Pepin, named 
Begga, had married the son of the noble Arnulfe, of Metz ; 
she had by him a male child, who received the name of his · 
maternal grandfather, whom historians, to distinguish ltim 
from Pepin the elder, have surnamed Pepin of Heristal, from 
the name of a celebrated place upon the Meuse, where he 
dwelt. This young man, after the death of Dagobert, was 
acknowledged as one of the leaders of the aristocracy of the 
dukes and counts of Au!ltrasia. The nobles triumphed in 
this country, whilst they were depressed in Neustria and 
Burgundy; a. multitude of the proscribed o~ •. ~~~,~~)'t9Jf.~g
doms demanded vengeance of the dukes of Xustrasta itg0.1nst 
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Ebrouin, and a. first and terrible conflict took place in the 
fields of Latofao, already once fatal to the .Austrasians. 
N eustria. was again victorious there. Ebrouin triumphed, 
but did not gather the fruits of his victory ; a nobleman 
named Ermanfroi, who, having been culpable in the discharge 
of his duty, was threatened with death, forestalled Ebrouin ; 
be cleft his skull with a. stroke of his sword, and fled away 
into .Austra.sia, where Duke Pepin loaded him with honours. 
The historians of the times, most of them mortal enemies of 
Ebrouin, describe him as pitiless and perfidious ; but his 
memory was honoured in many popular legends : " He re
pressed strongly," say they, "all the iniquities that are com
mitted upon the face of the earth ; he chastised the offences 
of proud and unjust men and promoted peace ; he was a 
man of a. great heart, but he was too cruel to the bishops." 
Ebrouin, without a sceptre and without a crown, reigned· 
twenty years with a power that no king had possessed before 
lrim. 

W aratho, and afterwards Bertba.ire, succeeded Ebrouin in 
his charge. After falling from his powerful arm, the reins of 
government were miserably slackened in their weak bands ; 
civil discords agitated Neustria.; hope returned to the exiled 
nobles ; they renewed their entreaties to Pepin of Heristal 
and the other dukes of Austrasia, and a fresh invasion was 
resolved upon. Pepin announced himself as the avenger of 
the noble Franks and of the priests of God who had been 
plundered by the mayors of N eustria., and was proclaimed 
leader of the war. He met the Neustrian army at Testry, 
in the country of V ermandois, gained a great victory, and 
made King Thierry prisoner. Feeling afterwards assured 
that no one was more fit than this weak prince to perform 
the part of the shadow of a. king, he acknowledged him king 
of N eustria and Austrasia., and governed under his name, as 
mayor of the palace, suppre~ng the remains of the party 
opposed to the nobles. After the death of Thierry, Pepin 
successively placed upon the throne Clovis III. and Childe
bert III., the two sons of that prince, and after them his 
grandson, Dagobert III., he himself continuing during their 
reigns the true military leader, and the only supreme judge 
of the nation of the Franks. He revived the ancient na
tional customs, which had been allowed to sink into neglect 
by Ebrouin; the great Mallwm, or annual assembly, which 
had fallen into desuetude, was regularly . held pf1 t h.e 111-lends 
of March. All the members of the 'ffob'le' Ifatib't~N;f the 
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Frank.~ were summoned to it. The king repaired thither in 
a chariot drawn by oxen, clothed in his royal in!!ignia, and 
his long hair flowing over his shoulders ; he took his seat in 
the midst of the assembly, upon a throne of gold : there the 
monarch in effigy gave audience to foreign ambassadors, and 
rendered them the answers that had been dictated to him ; 
he pronounced a few words touching peace, war, and the 
duties of the government towards the Church and orphans, 
and then he returned as he had come, sent back by Pepin to 
one of the vast royal farms, there to be served, but more 
partienlarly guarded, with honour and respect. This grand 
scene was performed every year ; it attested the prestige 
that the memory of Clovis still held over the minds of the 
Franks, and to what a degree popular respect was attached 
to the blood of Merovius. This reverence for a degenerated 
race is a thing very difficult to be comprehended in our days, 
and we scarcely know which astonishes us most in these as
semblies, the effrontery of the mayors, who, in the presence 
of a nation to whom the name of Merovingian was sacred, 
thus humiliated the last representatives of that family, or the 
baae imbecility of the latter, who, though all acknowledged 
as kings, never took advantage of these solemn occasions to 
attempt to become such in reality. 

The empire of the Franks evidently declined after the 
battle of Testry : the princes of the Saxons, the Frisons, the 

- Almains, the Bavarians, and the Thuriligians, till that time 
vassals of the Merovingian kings, regarded themselves as the 
equals of Pepin, when they had contributed to his victory. 
Pepin struggled against them, and had, till the end of his 
life, long and sanguinary wars to maintain upon all the 
northern frontiers, whilst the people of Burgundy and Pro
vence were endeavouring to shake off his yoke in the south ~ 
those of Aquitaine, at the same time, rallied under the cele
brated Eudes, duke of Toulouf!e, a descendant of Caribert : 
they gave him the title of king, and considered themselves 
almost independent of the Frank monarchy. 

Pepin bad two sons, Drogon and Grimoa.ld, by his wife 
Plectrude, and a third, named Charles, by his concubine 
Alpaide. He gave the duchy of Champagne to the eldest, 
who died in 708, and he invested, during his lifetime, his 
l!eCOnd son, Grimoa.ld, with the post of mayor of Ncustria. 
An implacable hatred divided the mothers of Charles and 
Grimoo.ld, who became mortal enemies. 0 ,f.~p,i,J.Gg.r~"i e ld_; 
he fell sick, and when apparently at the last gasp, bel:fe d hi<J 
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son Grimoald slaughtered before his eyes : he arose from 
his bed of death, punished the perpetrators of the murder, 
and imprisoned his son Charles at Cologne, whom he sus
pected of being an accomplice in it. He then established 
Theodebald, the son of Grimoald, although not more than. 
five years of age, as mayor of the palace. This energetic 
act, however, exhausted his strength; "he died," say the 
annals of France," in 714, after having ruled during twenty
seven years and six months over the whole nation of the 
Franks, as well as over the kings Thierry, Clovis, Childe
bert, and Dagobert." 

Pepin left at the head of the monarchy two children, one 
king and the other mayor, under the guardianship of the 
aged Plectrude, grandmother of Theodebald. The Neustri
ans, indignant at such a yoke, revolted against Plectrude 
and her son, and chose Raginfred for their mayor of the 
palace : then, in concert with the Frisons and Saxons, they 
attacked Austrasia, now defenceless. Pressed on all sides, 
the Austrasians, in their turn, abandoned Plectrude and her 
son ; they drew from the cloister Charles, the natural son 
<>f Pepin, a youth endowed with heroic qualities, and 
acknowledged him with enthusiasm as their leader. Never
theless, the name of the Merovingians still exercised a cer
tain influence, and on both parts, after the death of Dago
bert III., a pretended member of that imbecile race was 
taken from the cloister, and proclaimed king : Chilperic II. 
in Neustria, and Clothaire IV. in Austrasia. They nomi
nally reigned, whilst the two mayors of the palace, Raginfred 
and Charles, prepared for war, and marched against each 
other. The victory was not likely to be long doubtful ; the 
Franks of Austrasia, which bordered upon Germany, had lost 
but little of their warlike energy. The advantages they 
derived from the conquest were a powerful attraction for the 
neighbouring German tribes, and successive emigrations 
naturally kept up a more energetic military spirit, and 
habits much more warlike than in N eustria. Charles, 
though at first beaten, and forced to seek refuge in the 
Ardennes, got together some hardy bands and placed himself 
at their head: he surprised the Neustrians, made a fearful 
carnage, pursued them, and, by the memorable victory of 
Viney, near Cambray, gained in 717, the whole of N eustria 
became his conquest. The Neustrians, beaten but not sub
dued, called to their assistance Eude~ kinl(;~rA~taine, 
and offered :him the sceptre. The Aq'trita"ri~ con's1aered the 
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Franks of the Rhine as much more barbarous than those of 
the-Seine; they greatly feared that the fierce bands ot Charles 
might desire, as those of Clovis had formerly done, to taste 
\he fruits of the south ; they united, therefore, with the 
Neustri&ns, and marched against Charles, who defeated them 
near Soissons, and pursued them as far as Orleans. Clo
thaire IV., the phantom king of Austrasia, died just at that 
period ; Charles, the conqueror of the N eustria.ns and the 
Aqnita.ns, caused Chilperic II., the imbecile king of Neu· 
stria, to be proclaimed sovereign of the whole empire of 
Clovis, and reigned alone in his name. 

The battles of Viney and Soissons were the last efforts ot 
the Neustria.ns. The seat of the empire of the Franks was 
afterwards removed nearer to the Meuse and the Rhine, it 
being found necessary to do so in order to stop and drive 
back the devastating flood of fresh German immigration. 

But a more terrible enemy threatened the empire of the 
Franks. Not more than a. century before this time Mahomet 
had founded a new empire and established a. new religion in 
Arabia, and already the Mussulma.n armies, electrified by 
religious fanaticism and the spirit of conquest, had invaded 
part of Asia, Africa, and Spain, and had advanced into Gaul. 
Never, since Attila, had a more formidable invasion threat
aied Europe. The torrent flowed over the Pyrenees, and 
poured down upon Septimania. Narbonne succumbed, and 
the fall of that city decided the fate of the country, where 
the Arabian domination replaced, as it had in Spain, that of 
the Vi.sigoths. 

The Mussulmans afterwards threatened Aquitaine, which 
then obeyed King Eudes, formerly duke of Toulouse, a de
scendant from Caribert, and the rebellious vassal of the three 
llerovingian kings whom Charles crowned. Eudes gained 
a great victory in the fields of Toulouse ; but afterwards, 
pressed by fresh legions of enemies, he purchased peace of 
one of their generals, named Munuza, * giving him his 
daughter La.m.pagie in marriage. Munuza departed, and 
was overcome soon after in a civil war against Abderame 
Wali, a leader of the Mussulmans in Spain;+ his wife, the 
daughter of King Eudes, fell into the hands of the con
queror, who, in his turn, invaded A¢ritaine. Eudes was 

• The Arabian name of this famous chief was Ebn-Abi-1\Iuca, or, 
according to some, .Abi-Nissa. 

t This prince is known in the Arabian chronicles,J>y,thiO'@.~~ of 
Abd-ul-Rahman. 
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carrying on war in the northern part of his states against 
the invincible Charles, the head of all the Franks, when he 
was threatened in the south by the enemies of all Christen
dom: he beheld his a.nny destroyed by the lfussulmans 
before Bordeaux, that city consumed by fire, Aquitaine pil
laged, and its inhabitants massacred ;-then, finding himself 
too weak to contend with all, and constrained to submit to 
either the Franks or the Arabs, his religion decided his 
choice ; he repaired, as a fugitive, to the warlike court of 
Charles, acknowledged his suzerainty, and obtained in return 
the assistance of the Franks. Charles made a martial ap
peal to all the warriors of Neustria, Austrasia., and western 
Germany ; they flocked to his standard in crowds, and their 
fonnidable army met that of Abderame, in October, 732, on 
the plains of Poitiers. The destinies of the human race 
were then at stake, and to be played for in those famous 
fields : the army of the Franks was the only barrier in a 
condition to stop the Mussulman invasion, and the question 
to be decided was-should the world become Christian or 
Mahometan. 

During seven days the two armies watched each other's 
motions, without coming to blows : at length the Mussul
mans, whose numbers the chronicles raise to many hundreds 
of thousands, drew up in battle-array upon the plain. At. 
the signal of Abderame, the light cavalry of the Arabians 
commenced the battle by discharging a cloud of arrows, and 
then poured down like a torrent upon the army of the 
Franks. The latter, immovably firm upon their powerful 
northern horses, and defended by their heavy armour 
opposed, for a long time, a wall of iron to the multiplied 
charges of the Saracens, and remained steady, in close and 
compact masses. All at once war-cries are heard in the rear 
of the Arabian army : it is the cry of King Eudes and the 
Aquitans, who have turned the enemy and fired their camp. 
A part of the immense army of Abderame face about upon 
the Aquitans ; disorder, the effect of surprise, opens the 
ranks of the Arabs ; Charles in his turn gives the signal, 
the wall of iron moves, the heavy masses of Germany fall 
upon the light squadrons of Abderame ; the battle-axe and 
huge sword of the Franks mow down whole ranks ; Abder
ame in vain tries ~ rally his troops, he falls, surrounded by 
the bodies of the bravest of his warriors, pierced by a hun
dred wounds, and crushed beneath the . fee ot;r1iA~;Jehorses : 
the Arabs give way in every directioR; ''a'I1d seeK'Cfor refuge 
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in their plundered camp. Night .falls, Charles stops the 
pnrsuit, and on the morrow, at break of day, the Franks see 
nothing around them to a vast distance, but heaped-up car
casses; darkness had protected the defeat of the Mussulmans; 
the Christian catl86 has won. 

The Arabians evacuated Aquitaine after their disastrous 
~reat at Poitiers, and this ever-memorable day, in which it 
was said that Charles had hammered(~ the Saracens, 
procured him the glorious surname of Martel, which posterity 
still accords him. But in delivering the southern provinces 
from Mahometanism, he saved them from neither pillage, 
conflagrations, nor massacres : devastation marked the steps 
(){ his army and stained his victory, for which the Aquitans 
gave him no thanks ; and a profound enmity was established 
between the more civilized nations of southern Gaul and the 
aemi-barbarians of the north. 

Charles suspended, during his domination only, the pro
gress of the ecclesiastical authority. The army constituted 
all his strength, and to attach it more firmly to his interests, 
he seized the wealth of the Church, and distributed it among 
his warriors. He did not assume the title of king ; but he 
did not nominate any successor to Thierry IV., son of Dago
bert ill., whom he had crowned after the death of Chil
peric II. His most dangerous enemies were the Frisons, the 
Alma.ins, and the Saxons, constantly attracted towards the 
Rhine by the success of preceding invasions. Charles suc
ceeded in driving them back by sanguinary and multiplied 
expeditions, and in restraining them by the terror of his 
name. He died in 7 41, after having portioned his authority 
among his three sons, Pepin, Carloman, and Griffo. 

Pepin and Carloman deposed their brother and shared the 
paternal inheritance. They soon found that Charles Martel, 
with his power, had not transmitted to them the influence 
attached to his formidable name ; and in order to sustain 
their nascent authority, they drew from a cloister the last 
Merovingian, and proclaimed him king of the Franks, under 
the name of Childeric III. · The two brothers afterwards 
eontended with success against the Almains, the Bavarians, 
and the Aquitans. Carloman early conceived a disgust for the 
grandeur of this world ; he became a monk, and entered a 
monastery of Mount Cassin. Pepin, now sole master of the 
monarchy of the Franks, soon grew weary of reigning with
out a sooptre upon the steps of the throl!,~ ,,ieh~,lji8@Jl~ed 
and obtained the title of king from Pope Zacharias, anlr"wa.s 
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consecrated in 762, by St. Boniface, the apostle of Germany. 
He then assembled the general comitia. at Soissons, and 
there, strong in his own power, in the name of his ancestors, 
and the sanction of the pope, he was elected king of the 
Franks. Childeric re-entered the cloister, from which his 
race never again issued ; and Pepin founded a second royal 
dynasty, which, from the name of his celebrated son, was 
called the Carlovingian. 



DOOK THE SECOND. 

OACL UNDJ!!R THE CARLOVINGIAN DYNASTY. 

752-987. 

CHAPTER I. 

Pepin and Charlemagne. 752-SH. 

IT was Pepin who first recognised in the pontiff of Rome 
the right of disposing. of the crowns of the earth. The 
Lombards then possessed all the northern part of Italy, and 
their king Astolphus contested with Pope Zacharias the 
government of the city of Rome. Zacharias stood in need 
of a powerful support, and, reckoning upon the assistance of 
Pepin if he could render him favourable to his cause, he 
prono?fced that the throne belonged to him, who, although 
he did not occupy it, performed the functions of king. The 
antborit}' most respected at this period was that of the 
Cbureb, and Pepin, feeling the necessity fur giving an im
posing l!atlction to his usurpation, revived at his consecration 
the ceremonies used for that of the Jewish kings : this 
example was followed by his successors. 

Stephen II. succeeded Pope Zacharias : threatened by the 
Lombards, he repaired to the court of Pepin, and threw 
himself at his feet. The king was prodigal of honours and 
attentions, and the pope consecrated him a second time, with 
his two sons, Charles and Carloman. In the words which 
Stephen pronounced on this occasion, he supplicated the 
Franks never to elect a king of any other family than that 
of Pepin, and excommunicated beforehand any who should 
attempt to do so. From that day the pontifical power made 
great progress; the popes soon believed themselves to be 
masters of the earth ; they required the obedience of the 
aovereigns they crowned and deposed at their pleasure or 
caprice, and rivers of blood were shed to support or combat 
these superb pretensions. . .. . . . . 0 

Stephen had implored the o.ssi8tance 8f'"Pepl~ ~J?Jhst 
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Astolphus, king of the Lombards : Pepin assembled an army, 
led it into Italy, was the conqueror,.and yielded to the pope 
the e:xa.rchate of Ravenna. 

Pepin continued to sustain long and sanguinary struggles 
with the Bretons, the Saxons, the Saracens, and ~be Aqui
tans. The last, in particular, made a furious resistance. 
Their vast province had for a long time and on several occa
sions, been detached by its dukes from the monarchy of the 
Franks. The families of the conquerors who had established 
themselves there, had adopted the language and the manners 
of the people, by origin either Gallic .or Roman, and who 
spoke a corrupt Latin. The Aquitans, more civilized than 
the Franks, always detested the latter as barbarians ; the 
revolution, which, by elevating the Carlovingians, had sur
rounded the throne with fresh Austrasian and German bands, 
-gave their government, in the eyes of the Aquitans, an ap
pearance still more savage, and r¢oubled the horror it 
inspired them with. For about two centuries, the popula
tion of Aquitaine had been strengthened and in part renewed 
by the inva.siou of a mountainoUR people, de.scended from the 
ancient Iberians, who had taken refuge in the Pyrenees : 
these were the people of the V a.scon or Gascon race, who 
had never yet submitted to the yoke of the Franks, and who 
gave the name of V a.sconia or Gascony to a southern part 
Qf Gaul. Eudes, duke and king of Aquitaine, whose autho
rity they recognised, might perhaps have reigned as sovereign 
over N eustria itself, if the Mussulman invasion had not 
compelled him to call in the succour of his enemy Charles 
Martel. After the defeat of the Saracens, the struggle was 
renewed between the Aquitans and the Franks ; Hunald, 
the son of Eudes, maintained the war with an energy so 
much the greater from his being himself descended from the 
Merovingians by his grandfather Caribert, and therefore 
considering Pepin as the usurper of the rights of his race. 
Nevertheless, in 7'15, Pepin, having invaded Aquitaine at the 
head of a formidable army, Hunald submitted in appearance, 
laid down his arms, and swore fidelity to the king of the 
Franks. This abasement before the enemy of his race con
cealed other thoughts, which were inspired either by the 
decline of his strength, or by the boundless pride and hope 
which he had infused into the mind of his son Gua.ifer or 
V aifre. This young man possessed all the qualities which 
constitute heroes, and Hunald saw in . ~A! ~_,,q~y man 
capable of defending the Aquitans aga.Bme"tl\.e F'1u~ He· 

f 
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resolved to abdicate, and having pla.ced Aquitaine in the 
valiant hands of his son, he bade him adieu, clothed him
self in the habit of a monk, and retired to the mona.<Jtery 
of the Iale of RC, where his father Eudes lay buried in his 
tomb. 

War was suspended several years between Guaifer and 
Pepin ; both watched each other, and assembled all their 
forces before hazarding an attack. Gua.ifer had opened his 
states to Griffo, the brother of Pepin, who had revolted 
against him ; hut he retained him there only a short time. 
The war of the Franks against the Lombards still continued; 
Griffo formed the project of going into Italy to King 
Aatolpho ; he quitted Guaifer, but perished on the way. 
Pepin, after having happily terminated the war of Italy, 
wished to conquer Septimania before coming to an open rup
ture with the son ot' Hunald : he subdued that country, en
feebled by the yoke of the Saracens, retook Narbonne, once 
more united the whole of the province to the French 
monarchy, and then turned his serioua and undivided atten
tion towards Aquitaine. A war of nine years was commenced 
by frightful devastations. Pepin carried fire and sword into 
.Berri, Auvergne, and the Limousin : Guaifer paid the Franks 
destruction for destruction ; but at last, having lost Cler
mont, Bourges, and the principal cities, he caused the walls 
of all the others to be levelled. He soon after perished, 
8811B81linated by his own people, and the grand duchy of 
Aquitaine was reunited to the crown of the Franks. 

Pepin bestowed vast donations upon the clergy, and 
showed them the greatest deference dwing the whole of his 
life : he often summoned the comitia of the kingdom, to 
which assemblies he never failed to convoke the bishops, 
seeking to interest them in the success of his enterprises. He 
was short of stature, which procured him the surname of the 
short (le Bref) ; but he was said to possess great courage and 
prodigious bodily strength. History relates an example of it, 
which, although perhaps we may consider it ought to be 
placed in the rank of fables, at least paints the manners of 
these barbarous times. Combats of wild animals constituted 
one of the favourite amusements of the court of the Frank 
kings : Pepin was present at one of these, in which a lion 
contended with a bull : the latter was upon the point of 
being overpowered, when Pepin, pointing to the savage com
~ts, cried out to the lords of the court :-" Wt ich of. l ou 
will dare to separate them 1" No one answered 'tO' hls~~en, 

E 
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springing into the arena, the king struck off the heads of the 
two ferocious animals ; and, casting his bloody sword before 
his astonished courtiers, exclaimed in a tone of triumph :-

··"There ! am I not worthy to be your king 1" In fact, at 
this period, it only required to be brave and vigorous to 
merit a throne. With these two qualities Pepin united 
moderation and prudence. He asked the advice of his nobles 
J~specting the division of his states between his two sons, 
Charles and.Carloman, and died in 768, after having reigned 
seventeen years. 

The assembly of the nobles and bishops recognised Charles 
as king of the West, and Ca.rloman as king of the Eabt. 

The first expedition of the two brothers was directed by 
common accord against .Aquitaine, excited to revolt by old 
Hunald, who, after living in retirement twenty-three years, 
isRued from his monastery, to avenge his son Guaife1·. His 
efforts were powerless ; betrayed and vanquished, he was 
happy to find refuge with the king of the Lombard& 

.Ambition soon armed Charles and Carloman against each 
otlter; but the death of the latter, which took place in 770, 
stifled the germs of civil war, and Charles unhesitatingly 
usurped the states of his brother, to the prejudice of his 
nephews, who, with their mother, sought an asylum in Lom· 
hardy. The whole nation of the Franks from that time 
ackpowledged the authority of Charles, for whom his victo
ries 8.nd his great qualities procured the glorious surname of 
Great, or Magnus, and who is only known in history by the 
name of Charlemagne. 

During a reign of forty-six years, this prince extended his .... 
frontiers beyond the Danube, imposed tribute upon the bar- ,... 
barous nations of the Vistula, conquered a part of Italy, and 
made himself formidable to the Saracens. He first passed 
into Italy, at the request of Pope .Adrian I., and marched to 
MSist him &oouinst Didier, king of the Lombards, whose 
daughter he had repudiated. He made this king prisoner, 
and put an end to the Lombard domination in Italy, which 
had lasted two hundred and six years. .Arigisus, son-in-law 
of Didier, continued, however, to defend himself in his duchy 
of Benevento. Charlemagne, in the course of this expedi· 
tion, visited Rome, and presented himself humbly before the 
pope he had saved, kissing every step of the pontifical 
palace, as he ascended it. He deemed himself called upon 
to bring within the pale of Chtistianity all the barbarous 
nations of Europe; and when he found"pe~uasugl'fail in 
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procuring the triumph of the filith, he thought himself justi-
1ied i:D having recourse to conquest and coercion. 

The Saxons then formed a considerable nation, divided 
into a number of petty republics : like other races of the 
north, they were idolaters. Their colonies had for a long 
time possessed England, and had formerly subdued some dis· 
tricts of the north of GauL Their national assemblies were 
held every year on the banks ofthe Weser. In one of these, 
in 770, a priest, named Libuinas, pressed them to be con
~ to Christianity, threatening them, upon l'efusai, with 
a great king from the west. The only heed the Saxons 
took of his words was to massacre him ; and they burnt 
the church of Daventer, with all the Christians who were 
in it. Upon learning 'lews of tllis, Charlemagne imme
diately marched against them. A great man, named Witi
lrind, commanded their army, but his heroism was unavail
ing ; the Saxons were beaten and subdued. Charlemagne, 
after sti1ling many revolts, held a celebrated court (plaid) at 
Paderbom, where be obliged the Saxons to receive baptism, 
and divided their principalities among abbots and bishops : 
this is the origin of the ecclesiastical principalities of Ger
many. Witikind took refuge in the court of a northern 
king. 

Conqueror of the Saxons, Charlemagne turned his atten
tion towards the Saracens. This people, by subduing Spain, 
had introduced both civilization and knowledge ; but civil 
wars began, as early as the eighth century, to shake their 
power there. The Mussulmans were divided between the 
family of the Abat!sides, who resided at Bagdad, and that of 
the Ommiades, who governed in Spain. This latter country 
was, however, agitated by factions, and one of them implored 
the aid of Charlemagne against A'IJji-el-Rahman, lieutenant of 
the Ommiad caliph. The great Frank monarch eagerly 
seized upon this opportunity to drive Islamism back beyond 
the Ebro, and thUII extinguish, upon his own frontiers, revolts 
and troubles ever ready to break into a flame. He marched 
two powerful armies into Spain ; Sarag088& being appointed 
ail the point of union ; the Arabian emir who commanded 
that place having promised to deliver it up to the Franks. 
Charlemagne's expectations were disappointed ; Saragossa 
did not open its gates, and was uselessly besieged ; the whole 
province, upon the concuiTence of which he bad reckoned, 
rose up :r·nst him: the principal aim of this~xn~ itt· ,ion u gn1z, )Y uu-~ ~ 

1J8S misse ; and other cares calling him el.Sewliere, liarle-
E 2 
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magna ordered a retreat. The defiles of the mountains were 
then occupied by the Basque people, gathered together in 
V asconia, a country subject to Duke I.upus II., son of the 
celebrated Guaifer, and grandson of Htmald. This prince 
had inherited the hatred of his race for the family of Charle
magne, and when he saw the Frank army retreating through 
the defiles of Roncevaux, seizing upon the advantages offered 
by nature, he, with the mountaineers, attacked them from 
the heights ; and, in addition to the warlike missiles of the 
perioe, poured down upon the Franks blocks of stone, rocks, 
trunks of trees, everything that could crush them or impede 
their march. The di888ter was immense, the rear of the 
army was destroyed to the last man : among them perished 
the famous Paladin Roland, who, although scarcely known 
in history, is 110 celebrated in all romances of chivalry. 

The following year, Charlemagne completed the conquest 
of Saxony, which had again revolted. He once more sub
dued it in 782, and, in order to intimidate it by a terrible 
example, he caused the ht>.ads of four thousand five hundred 
Saxon prisoners to be struck off on the banks of the Aller. 
This act of cruelty exasperated their compatriots. Witikind 
had reappeared among them : they were twice beaten, with 
terrible slaughter, at Dethmod, near Osnaburgh, and re
mained quiet· for several years. Witikind laid down his 
arms in 785, and repaired to Attigny-sur-Seine, to tender 
his homage to the king of the Franks. 

The Frisons, the Bretons of Armorica, and the Bo.varians 
next revolted ; they attacked Charlemagne simultaneously. 
and put his power to a severe trial. Tassillon, duke of • 
Bavaria, was son-in-law of Didier, and brother-in-law of 
Argisus, duke of Benevento: he called in the Avares and 
the Sclaves to his assistance, and, in concert with Argisus, 
rose against the Franks ; bat he was conquered without a 
blow, accused of treason before the assembly of lngelheim, 
condemned to death, and then shut up in the monastery of 
Jumiege: the nationality of the Bavarians was destroyed, as 
that of the Lombards had been. The duchy of Benevento, 
protected by the mountains of the south, alone escaped the 
conqueror. 

Charlemagne gave Aquitaine, with the title of king, to his 
son Louis, under the tutelage of William au Court Nez* 

* This was the age at which surnames began to be adopted, and it is 
more than probable that this is the origin of the . Courtnt1&otf!lPerors 
.oftheEast, earlsofDevonshire, &c. &c.-~''"edoyu C) 
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(with the short nose), duke of Toulouse. Three other great 
pnrrinces were equally placed under the authority of this 
young prince : these were, in the east, Septimania, or Lan
guedoc, conquered by Pepin-le-Bref; in the west, Novem
populania, or Gascony ; and in the south, the Marches or 
Spain : this name was given to the provinces conquered by 
the Franks beyond the Pyrenees. They were divided into 
the March of Uothia, which comprised almost all Catalonia, 
and the March of Gascony, which extended to the Ebro, in 
AlTagon and Navarre. These last provinces had for <;om
manders Saracen nobles, who, according to circumstances, 
by turns transferred their obedience to the king of the 
Franks, or to the Arabian ruler in Spain. This vast kingdom 
of young Louis, bounded by the Loire, the Ebro, the Rhone, 
and the two seas, was attacked in 793 by the Saracen 
f!'!lleral Abdelmelec, who defeated Duke William, at the 
pl8ll8ge of the Orbien, made a fearful carnage of the Christian 
army, and returned into Spain, loaded with an immense 
booty. Charlemagne postponed his vengeance, being then 
occupied with the affairs of the Church : the opinion of the 
faithful was divided between the second Council of Nice, 
which, in 787, had commanded the worship of images, and 
that. of Frankfort, which, in 794, condemned them as idola
troua Charlemagne maintained with energy the decision 
of the latter cotmcil, and defended it to the pope, in a trea
tise divided into four books, called the Catroli118 booka. 
AdriaD, who adopted the opinion of the council of Nice, 
nevertheless avoided deciding, and eluded the question, in 
order to avoid giving offence to his powerful protector . 

Charlemagne next directed his efforts against the .A varea, 
a race of indefatigable horsemen, intrenched in the marshes 
of Hungary. .After aeveral disastrous expeditions, under
taken to subdue them, Pepin, his son, penetrated into their 
oouutry at the head of a Lombard and &varian army, and 
obtained J>01!881!Sion of their famous fortified camp, called 
Ring, in which they had collected, during a number of years, 
the plunder of the East. These rioh spoils Pepin bore away, 
and his father distributed them among his favourites and the 
nobles of his court. 

The Saxons leagued themselves with the .A vares in this 
'W8I' ; they burned the churches, slaughtered the priests, and 
returned in crowds to their false gods. Upon this, Charle
magne adopted a system of extermination : be establ\Shed 
.himself; with a large army, upon the 0 W ese , ~ered 
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Saxony over to fire and sword, bore off, or caused to be de
livered up to him, a considerable part of the inhabitants, and, 
.as either prisoners or hostages, transported them to the 
countries of the west and the south : but the Saxons were 
not definitively subdued before 804, when, after thirty-two 
years of contests, revolts, and m.aasacres, Charlemagne, in 
order the better to watch over and restrain them, transferred 
his habitual residence to Aix-la-Chapelle, which he made the 
seat of his empire. 

Leo III. had succeeded Adrian I. in 795, on the pontifical 
throne ; a conspiracy of priests dragged him from it : 
wotmded and imprisoned, be contrived to escape their mur
derous hands, fled away to Spoleto, and implored the 
assistance of Charlemagne, who, for the purpose of re
establishing him, made his last journey into Italy-he 
restored Leo to the chair of St. Peter. This service reoeived 
a splendid reward. Charlemagne, on Christmas-day, being 
.an his knees and at prayers in the basilic of St .. Peter, the 
pope approached him and placed .the imperial crown upon 
his head : the people loudly shluted him in the name of 
Augustus, and Charlemagne from that time considered him
self as the true successor of the Roman emperors of the 
West. He adopted the titles and the ceremonial of the court 
of Byzantium, and to re-establish the empire in its integrity, 
he had only to marry the empress Irene, who, after having 
procured the assassination of her son, then reigned at Con
stantinople. Such was the wish of Charlemagne ; but he could 
not accomplish it : Irene was dethroned, and died in exile. 

The exploits and conquests of this great monarch, too ~ 
frequently impressed with the barbarism of the times, are • 
not his greatest titles to the admiration and respect of pos-
terity. That which raises him above the sovereigns of his 
age, is the spirit of the legislator and the gellius of C!iviliza.-
tion, both of which he possessed in an eminent degree. 
Charlemagne undertook to substitute order for anarchy, and 
knowledge for ignorance, in the vast countries which obeyed 
him, and to subdue to the laws, and to a regular administra-
tion, so many nations of still savage people, strangers to each 
other, differing in origin, language, and manners, and bound 
together by no other tie than that of conquest. 

He convoked twice a year, in the spring and at the end oi 
autumn, the national assemblies of the bishops, abbots, and 
nobles, to deliberate upon the situation and wants of the 
state. The assembly, which was held atcthe,eM0Dg&eumn, 
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disctused the interests of the nation, proposed remedies for 
abuses, and prepared matter upon which the following 
assembly was to deliberate. This latter, which was called 
the Field of May, alone made laws. It was not composed of 
the nobles and great alone ; Charlemagne ordered the people 
to form part of it, and commanded that every county should 
depute twelve representatives to it. It was thus formed of 
three bodies, the clergy, the nobility, and the people; each 
ef which discussed separately the a.ffu.irs which concerned it : 
they afterwards united to deliberate upon the common inter
ests. It was the nation itself that made the laws, or which 
amcLioned those of the sovereign. In the absence of these 
888elllblies, Charlemagne issued ordinances, which were named 
Capil;ularie8, parts of which we are still in posseBBion of, and 
which, notwithstanding their confused phraseology, strongly 
evidence the wisdom of their author. His genius appears 
to have been capable of embmoing everything ; he provides 
with equal intelligence for the most extensive interests of 
hia people and the administration of his own private 
domains. His principal a~tention is directed towards the 
clergy, whose subsistence he assures by tithes, to make them 
amends for the spoliation of Charles MarteL He prescribed 
to ecclesiastics subordination among themselves, the obliga
tion of instructing each other, to transmit their knowledge 
to the people, to reform abuses ; and forbade them to 
appear in arms or engage personally in warfare. But it 
would be of small advantage to make good laws without 
securiDg the observance of them. To obtain this end, 
Charlemagne divided the whole of his dominions into 
di1ferent districts, and confided the authority in each of them 
to three or four magistrates, named miui dominici, or royal 
envoys. They made their reports to the sovereign, who was 
thus informed· of everything, and his authority was active at 
one and the same time over every point of his vast states. 

Charlemagne was perfectly aware that the best mode of 
civilizing a people is to instruct them ; and he consequently 
tried to revive a taste for letters and arts : he encouraged 
the laborious cares of the monks, who preserved, by means 
or copies, the celebrated writings of antiquity ; he even 
obliged the princesses, hill daughters, to employ themselves in 
this task. He founded and supported schools in a multitude 
of places ; he often instructed them himself, and by his per
IOnal interrogations ascertained the progress of 1the pupils : 
he created one of these in his own palace,0 iiliif 'the<f6l@W'mg 
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words, addressed to the pupils of it, are attlibuted to him :
" Because you are rich, and are the sons of the principal men 
of my kingdom, you think that your birth and your wealth 
are aufficient for you, and that you stand in no need of these 
studies which would do you so much honour. You only 
think of dress, play, and pleasure ; but I swear to you, I 
attach no estimation to these riches or this nobility, which 
bring you so much consideration ; and if you do not quickly 
repair, by assiduous studies, the time you have lost in 
frivolity, never,-no never, will you obtain anything from 
Charles." 

In affairs of state, he always preferred employing such 88 

bad distinguished themselves in the sciences. He formed a 
library in his palace at Aix-la-Chapelle ; he had persons to 
read to him during his repasts, from esteemed works, or el~ 
he conversed with learned men ; at night he sat up to watch 
the course of the stars. He spared neither pains nor 
rewards to attract to his court well-informed men and 
skilful professors. Among those who enjoyed his favour, the 
most celebrated was the Saxon Alcuin, a prodigy of know
ledge for the times in which be lived. 

The principal occupation of those who were then addicted 
to letters was poetry, the study of grammar, theology, the 
Holy Scriptures, and the Fathers of the Church. Inter
minable controversies arose upon the nature of the honour to 
be paid to images : these disputes occasioned long wars in 
the East, and several times shook the throne of Constanti
nople; Geometry, astronomy, and medicine were cultivated ; 
but charlatanism and superstition disfigured the two latter 
sciences : imaginative or designing men pretended to become· 
acquainted with the future by consulting the stars ; and this 
false science, studied under the name of astrology, was, for 
a long time, held in high honour. A taste for sculpture, 
painting, and working in metal began to appear ; but, among 
the :fine arts, architecture was most successfully cultivated. 
A great number of the churches and monasteries still spread 
over the face of France date from this period. Charlemagne 
enriched his residence of Aix-la-Chapelle with the precious 
marbles of Ravenna and the spoils of several other cities of 
Ito.ly ; he built fortresses, port!', and cities : the vestiges of 
the edifices of this age evince much more solidity than 
elegance in their construction. 

Among the inventions of this period, we m~ not forget 
paper made from cotton, organs played b-JJ tWat~;>an~key 
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carpets. Clocks with wheel-work began also to be known in 
the West : the caliph Haronn-el-Raschid, one of the greatest. 
princes the Mussulmans can boast of, sent a remarkable clock 
of great value to Charlemagne. The Chant of the Chu1·ch 
contributed greatly to all its solemnities ; Charlemagne de
creed that the Gregorian chant should be used in all th~ 
ehurcht>.s of his empire ; and under his reign, the custom was 
established of reckoning the year by the Christian era, that 
is to my, from the birth of Christ. This prince, possessed of 
very little learning himself, but worthy by his genius of par
ticipating in all that was great and useful, seconded th~ 
efforts of intelligence of all kinds by his aBBiduous care, his 
praises, and his 1-ewards : it was thus he employed th~ 
intervals of his warlike labours. 

To restrain and repulse the barbarians without, and to 
polish the manners and spread knowledge within, such was 
the labour of his entire life ; but his undertaking was above· 
the powers of one man ; he alone gave life and vigour to so 
many efforts, and kept his people united and submissive by 
the ascendancy of his glory and the terror of his arms : his 
work was doomed to perish with him. It is quite a legiti
mate exercise of the human imagination to think what 
would have been the destinies of mankind, if such men as 
Charlemagne and Alfred, nearly contemporaries, had been 
followed by races of princes emulous of their great qualities, 
and carrying out their noble views with equal spirit and 
prudence. But this is not the course the Omnipotent ruler 
has ordained-folly is heir to the garnerings of wisdom
wisdom, never dying, rises again, and rakes from the ruins 
left; by folly, precious means to carry on the great inscrutable 
110heme. In order that vast associations of men should su\). 
sist for a length of time with one common centre upon one 
immense territory, either the people must submit to an 
absolute authority, which would have disgusted the inde
pendent and haughty character of the Frank and German 
races, or knowledge and civilization must have made such 
progress among them, that they should recognise the neces
sity for their union and their laws, as well as the obligation 
for sacrificing individual interest to common interest. But 
such was not the state of the nations governed by Charle
magne ; besides which, they issued from races too different to 
allow the humiliation of conquest to be quietly forgotten, or 
the profound diversity of manners and customs easi f ~o 
disappear. A few distinguished men in° 'vam''r~ the1r 



l/8 SIGNS OF DECAY. [.a..D. 77G-8U. 

voices : the masses remained plunged in barbarism. It is 
not possible to make a people pass in a few yeal'!l from the 
wild to the civilized state, from ignorance to knowledge : 
that is the work of ages. Charlemagne appeared in the 
world like a brilliant meteor, which leaves, on vanishing, 
nothing but the remembrance of its splendour and of the 
glorious light which it spread around it ; but this remem
brance was not useless to the world, the example given by 
this great man bears fruits, to be gathered by the remotest 
posterity. He himself foresaw the decline of his empire, 
and was able to perceive many certain indices of an ap
proaching dissolution. He was aware of the national hatreds 
which subsisted between the different peoples he had wb
dued : the calm they so long enjoyed was not that of a nation 
which reposes in its strength ; it was rather a calm of lassi
tude and exhaUlltiQn. Charlemagne, by his continual wars, 
had mown down almost one entire generation. Hill Capitu
laries rendered military service obligatory to every free man 
possessed of twelve acres of land, under pain of submitting 
to the enormous fine of sixty golden sons, or the loss of his 
liberty : a vast number preferred slavery. The greater part 
of the lands of the empire were given to the nobles and the 
bishops, and the right of possession of the inhabitants being 
then confounded with the property of the soil, a multitude 
of cultivators sunk into a state of serfdom: men, being 
overwhelmed by the weight of the imposts and of military 
service, and tired of so long a reign, were anxious to see the 
end of it ; they acquitted themselves of their duties of citi
zens with repugnance, and neglect~ for the greater part of 
the time, to attend either assemblies of the Field of 1\Iay or 
of their province. The expenses of the journey, and more 
particularly the presents which were expected of them, ap
pearecl to them, and with reason, an intolerable burden, and 
they evinced no zeal for the maintenance of institutions of 
which they acknowledged neither the wisdom nor the utility. 

Such were the imminent signs, precursors of a rapid dis
solution. The sad presentiments of Charlemagne were too 
well justified at the end of his days. New peoples from the 
north-the Danes and the Normans, infested the coasts of his 
empire. In order to repel them, he caused large barks to 
be constructed, which defended the mouths of the rivers: 
this barrier and the terror of his name were sufficient, during 
the life of Charlemagne, to keep off these barbarous invadera. 
One day, however, some ships, mannoA bvr Scandinavian 

~~~~zea J1 '-.::n.Jucst~ 
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pirates, appeared unexpectedly in the port even of a city of N ar
bonnese Gaul, in which the emperor was at that time sojourn
ing. He saw them, and, approaching a window to follow them 
with his eyes in their flight, he remained at it for a long 
time, his face bathed in tears ; then turning towards the 
nobles who observed him, he said : " Do you know, my faith
ful friends, why I weep so bitterly 1 Certes, I do not fear 
iha.t these pirates should injure me, but I am deeply affiicted 
iha.t, whilst I am living, they have dared to almost touch 
this shore ; and I am tormented with the greatest grief, when 
I foresee what evils they will inflict upon my posterity and 
their people." 

Domestic griefs embittered his latter years : he had to 
blush for the disorders· of his daughters, and to weep for the 
death of most of his sons. He had given the kingdom of 
Italy to Pepin, the eldest : this prince died, leaving a son 
:oamed Bemard, to whom Charlemagne granted, temporarily, 
the crown which his father had worn. .At the same time, 
he associated with himself in the empire, his son Louis, king 
of .Aquitaine, and designed him to be his successor. He sur
vived these dispositions but a. very short time, and died at 
Aix-la-Cha.pelle, in the seventy-second year of l1is age, and 
the forty-sixth of his reign, leaving large bequests to convents 
and moDBilteries. 

CHAPTER II. 

From the death of Charlemagne to that of Charles le Gros. 814-888. 

V EB.Y soon after the death of Charlemagne, the germs of 
a general dissolution appeared, and a long series of wars 
commenced, which only terminated, after two hundred years 
of calamities, by the total expulsion of the Carlovingian or 
conquering dynasty. The two principal results produced by 
this reaction were the complete separation of the peoples of 
difierent races, and the division of each of these peoples into 
a multitude of small principalities, bound together by no tie 
but that which was established by the feudal system. 

In the partition made by Charlemagne, and in those which 
his son made after him, among his children, the empire was 
considered as forming but one great body, composed of many 
members, the principal of which were Neustria,r~qnit~ine, 
ltily, and Bavaria ; most of these sta.tes having 'tOiKJgaster 
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a king taken from the imperial family. All these kings 
were understood to be dependent upon the empire, and bound 
to acknowledge the supremacy of the head of the family, oi 
him who had the title of emperor. It was against this sub
jection they revolted, and they finished by withdrawing them
selves from a dependence which crippled their ambition and 
wounded the natural pride of their people. 

Louis 1., surnamed le D6bonnaire, son and successor or 
Charlemagne, was soon overpowered by the burden his father 
had left him. Unskilful in conduct and weak of chlll"a(,-ter, 
although animated by the love of justice and a desire to do 
good, he was eager to commence severe reforms, and before 
he had placed his authority on a firm basis, he punished 
powerful criminals, and attempted to destroy a multitude of 
abuses advantageous to the great. The oppressed people 
found in him an upright judge and an indulgent master. He 
protected the .Aquitans, the Saxons, and the Christians ot 
Spain, against the imperial lieutenants, and diminished their 
burdens at the expense of their governors. He reformed 
the clergy, obliging the bishops to confine themselves to the 
duties of their state, and subjecting the monks to the inqui
sition of the severe Benedict of Aniane, who imposed the . 
Benedictine rules upon them ; at length, giving the example 
of good morals in his own person, he endeavoured to promote 
them in others, by driving ignominiously from the imperis.l 
palace the numerous concubines of his father and the lovers 
of his sisters ; but his superstitious devotion excited the 
contempt of his court and his warriors, whilst his weakness 
for his wives and his children occasioned long and sanguinary 
wars. 

In the day of peril, all those whose interests he had so 
violently attacked, leagued against him. The first rising 
broke out in Italy: the emperor, with the consent of the 
Franks assembled at the comitia of Aix-la-Chapelle, in 817, 
had associated his son Lothaire• with him in the empire ; 
then he gave the kingdoms of Bavaria and Aquitaine to his 
two other sons, Louis and Pepin : hi~ nephew Bernard re
mained king of Italy. This latter, whose father had been 
eldest brother of the emperor, witnessed the elevation of 
Lothaire with much jealousy ; he hoped, after the death of 

* The ~~econd race adopted the name of the first, but the German 
tongue began to lose its roughne8S in Gaul: thus the name Clod wig, or 
Clovis, was pronounced LoviB or Loui~, and the ame o Clothaire 
became Lothaire, &c. o;9;,;,ed by oog e 
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his uncle, to obtain the imperial crown in quality of head of 
the Carlovingian family. A great number of dissatisfied 
nobles and bishops pressed Bernard to put forth his claims 
and collect troops. Louis marched to meet his nephew, at 
the head of his French and German soldiery. At his ap
proach, Bernard, abandoned by a part of his followel"ll, 
accepted a safe-conduct from the emperor, and passed over 
into his camp, with several of the leaders of his army. 
Louis, urged on to unjust rigour by his wife Ermenga.rde, 
who coveted Italy for her sons, caused the accomplices of 
Bernard to be tried and executed : this unhappy prince was 
condemned to lose his sight, and did not survive the opera
tion of his punishment. Some years later, the emperor, in 
a council held at Thionville, performed public penance for 
this crime, and asked abaolution, prostrated at the feet of the 
bishops. From that time he showed nothing but weakness. 
His fierce warriors unreasonably beheld in this act of Chris
Ua.n humility an outrage committed on the majesty of the 
crown ; they conceived from it a contempt for his power, 
and the imperial authority was shaken by it. The nations 
upon the frontiers insulted the empire with impunity : the 
Gasoons and the Saracens on the south, the Bretons on the 
vest, and the Norman pirates on the north, committed 
frightful ravages,• and spread terror before them. Internal 
discords seconded their audacity ; the imperial troops were 
beaten, and the frontiers narrowed at both north and south ; 
it was then the kingdom of Navarre was formed at the foot 
of the Pyrenees. 

Ermengarde, the wife of Louis, died in 819; and the 
emperor, the following year, took in second marriage Judith, 
the daughter of a Bavarian noble. He had by her a son, 
named Charles, for whom his mother demanded an apanage, 
and Louis promised one, although he had already given away 
everything. Judith, accused of dissolute manners, prevailed 
over the weakness of her husband, and blinded him with 
respect to her conduct. He loaded with favours the Aquitan 
Bernard, duke of Septimania, son of his ancient tutor, 
William au Court Nez; Bernard passed for the lover oi 
Judith, and was said to be the father of the young Charles; 
Loui:J made him his sole counsellor and prime minister. The 
public clamour became general ; a numerous party of mal
contents was formed, composed principally of the nobles and 
bishops, whose injustices Louis had repressed; ~tnd whEt;!, at 
the Diet of Worms, held in 829, the empetbrb'g'aVJ~Irrles, 
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the son of Judith, the kingdom of Germany, formed from 
Swabia, Helvetia, and the country of the Orisons, his other 
children, irritated at his weakness, and jealous and anxious 
with regard to their own possessions, commenced a sacrilegious 
and impiou.'l war a.:,aainst their father. He fell into their 
power at Compiegne, and Judith was shut up in a convent; 
Bernard took to flight, and the emperor was left under the 
direction of some monks, whilst Lothaire seized upon the 
government of the empire. 

The people were divided between Louis and his children ; 
the latter were encouraged in their revolt by the inhabitants 
of Gaul, whilst the Germans remained faithful to the empe
ror, who convoked for the same year, the general assembly 
of the states at Nimeguen, one of their cities : this assembly 
pronounced in hi.'l favour against his sons. Lothaire became 
reconciled to his father by the sacrifice of all his partisans ; 
Judith and Bernard were recalled to the court of the empe
ror, and purged themselves, by an oath, of the crimes im
puted to them. Louis resumed the reins or· government, but 
soon again disgusted his people by his weakness. His sons, 
Lothaire, Louis, and Pepin, once more revolt, fly to arms, 
and march against their father ; the pope, Gregory IV., is 
with them, and seeks in vain to prevent the effusion of 
blood ; the two armies meet near Colmar ~ all at once that 
of the emperor abandons him, and the plain upon which this 
defection took place, was called the Field of Falsehood. 

The unfortunate father fell at the feet of his son Lothaire, 
who. carried impiety so far as to make him undergo an 
infamous punishment under the pretence of a Christian and 
voluntary humiliation, in order to degrade him for ever. A 
council of bishops, devoted to Lothaire, was held for this 
purpose at Compiegne, presided 'over by Ebbon, arch bishop 
of Reims, the inveterate enemy of Louis. In this unlawful 
council of iniquity, a list of crimes was composed, among 
which figured that of having marched an army in Lent, and 
having assembled a ·parliament on Holy Thursday. The 
captive emperor was compelled to make a public confession 
of these heinous offences. He appeared in the cathedral, 
pale and cast down by shame and grief; he advanced trem
bling amidst a multitude of spectators, and in the presence 
of Lothaire, who came to enjoy the humiliation of his 
parent and his emperor. A cilicium, or hair-cloth, wa." 
spread at the foot of the altar; and the bishq_R: 4(9ffi"'anded 
the soYereign to take off his imperial orf?i~fi'i'e~~<to-'·11nbuckle 
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and remove his sword and belt, and to prostrate himself upon 
the cilicium. Louis obeyed : with his countenance bowed 
towards the grmmd, he professed public penitence, and read 
with a loud voice a writing in which he accused himself of 
sacrilege and homicide. A legal document was drawn up of 
this disgraceful scene, and Lothaire led his father a prisoner 
to Aix-la-Chapelle, the seat of the empire, a place formerly 
the witness of his grandeur, but now of his ignominy. 

Louis and Pepin declared themselves the avengers of their 
outraged father, much less from tenderness for him than from 
hatred and jealousy for their brother. The latter, abandoned 
by his followers, took refuge in Italy ; while the emperor, 
with the consent of the states assembled at Thionville, re
snmed the government. He pardoned Lothaire ; but in 
835, at the sitting of the states at Kersy-sur-Oise, he a 
second time conferred advantages upon Charles, at the 
expense of his brothers. 

Pepin, king of Aquitaine, died in the course of the year. 
He left a son of the same name, very dear to the Aquitans, 
who had seen him grow up amongst them, and they warmly 
and eagerly acknowledged him as king. This people always 
endured a foreign domination with great impatience ; they 
cherished the hope of one day forming an independent and 
separate nation ; and flattered themselves they should be 
able to stimulate young Pepin II. to revolt against the 
emperor, as they had more than once done with Pepin, his 
father. 

The emperor, however, entertained different projects ; he 
aecretly intended Aquitaine for his son Charles, and at the 
great assembly held at Nevers, in 839, after the death of his 
son Pepin, he divided his states into two parts, one in the 
east, and one in the west, by a line drawn from the mouths 
of the Meuse to those of the Rhone. The first of these 
divisions was promised to Chs.rles ; the second to Lothaire : 
Louis retained Bavaria, his only heritage, and Pepin II. was 
left destitute. These two princes, injured by such a parti
tion, flew to arms, and Louis, who was already advancing 
towards Aqnitaine, stopped, being at a loss against which 
enemy to proceed first, his grandson or his son. At length, 
aeei.ng the Bavarians, the Thuringians, and the Saxons all in 
a.rms at the voice af Louis of Germany, the old emperor 
directed his efforts against this prince, and he was marching 
into Germany to meet his son, for the ~hi~~th,m~ ~~/}el, 
when he was attacked by a disease, whicll, at tlie elia of 
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forty davs. rarried him to the tomb. "Alas!" said he, a~ he 
was expiring, "I pardon my son; but let him remember he has 
caused my death, and 'that God punishes parricide children.,. 
He died at Ingelheim, aged sixty-two years. 

Louis le D6bonnaire was not born for a. throne ; he pos
sessed, however, some ef the qua.lities of a great prince : his 
morals were pure ; he paid great a.ttention to the adminis
tration of justice and the instruction of his people ; made 
useful regula.tions, and oft.en consulted the comitia of the 
empire ; but he had neither strength of mind, nor dignity 

-of character, qualities, without which the supreme a.uthority 
is but a. vain word. His imprudent weakness for Charles, 
the child of his old age, kindled wars which were only ex
tinguished with his race. In order to secure him a. large 
kingdom, he deranged all the frontiers of his states; a.nd 
this partition hastened the overfiow of a. flood of frightful 
calamities. 

After the death of Louis le Dcbonnaire, the empire was 
plunged for ten years into terrible ana.rchy. His three sons, 
and his grandson Pepin II., levied troops in their respective 
provinces, a.nd commenced a. furious war upon each other. 
The emperor Lothaire joined with his nephew Pepin, against 
his two brothers, Louis the German and Charles, who after
wards was styled the Bald. The first only possessed Ba.varia, 
the second was master of all Gaul. These four princes 
fought a. bloody ba.ttle near Auxerre, on the plains of Fon
tena.y, on which da.y it is said a hund~ thousand men were 
cla.in. Lothaire was conquered, but the two conquering 
princes were so weakened by the contest, that they were un
able to follow up their victory. They repaired to Strasbourg, 
where they renewed their alliance in presence of the people. 
The oath which Louis the German took in this instance, so 
as to be understood by the Neustrian and Gallo-Romance 
army of his brother, is the most ancient monument history 
l188 preserved of the Romance language. 

A new division soon afterwards took place at Verdun 
between the three brothers, which separated in an irrevo
cable manner the interests of Gaul, 811 a power, from those 
of Germa.ny. Charles had the countrie.s situated to the 
west of the Meuse, the Sa.line, and the Rhone, with the 
north of Spain 811 far as the Ebro ; Louis the German had 
Germany to the Rhine ; the emperor Lothaire, renouncing 
all supremacy, united to Italy the territory situ~W9,~tween 
the states of his brothers, from the m81itll' bot-"t~~;sHhel<l to 
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the Sea ot Provence. This long territory, which comprised 
four different populations, and in which four different 
languages were spoken, formed an entirely factitious division, 
and, by its nature, incapable ot being perpetuated. The 
two other divisions, founded on the real distinctions of races, 
were durable, and from that time it became customary to 
employ the denomination of New France, to designate the 
kingdom of Charles, in which the three great divisions of 
Nenstria, Brittany, and Aquitaine were comprised. The 
people ot these countries, particularly the Bretons, under 
their leader Nom~nOO, and the .A.quitans, under Pepin II., 
were constantly hostile to Charles the Bald, and never laid 
down their arms till their individual nationality had been 
acknowledged. 

So many commotions and combats completed the exhaus
tion of the kingdoms formed from the wrecks ot the empire 
of Charlemagne. The little strength they had left was con
smned in intestine wars : their ii·ontiers were abandoned to 
stnmgers, their lands were uncultivated, famine mowed down 
whole populations, and ancient barbarism reappeared. The 
Normans on the north, and the Saracens on the south, 
subjected everything to fire and sword ; in their wake troops 
of wolves descended from the mountains, and penetrated to 
the hearts of cities ; Ronen, Bordeaux, and Nantes were the 
prey of conflagration ; the Normans reached Paris in 300 
barb, and whilst terror held Charles shut up in St. Denis, 
they pillaged the capital, and only quitted it to reappear 
soon afterwards, more numerous and more terrible ; they 
ravaged all the cities of the interior which they found with
out defence, and either slaughtered their inhabitants, or 
drove them before them like herds of cattle. 

Amidst this general desolation of the empire of Charlemagne, 
the clergy continued increasing in both wealth and power : 
the more miserable nations were, the more earnestly they 
directed their views towards futurity, and their respect 
towards men in whom they recognised the power of opening 
to them the prospect of a better world. This order, which 
became rapidly corrupted by wealth, to increase it, abused 
the superstitious credulity of the age ; they pretended to the 
power of bestowing celestial favours arbitrarily, and to the 
poaaession of the faculty of performing miracles. The real 
master of Gaul was Hincmar, archbishop of &ims. It Wa.s 
he who defended with moat success the authority f Chaf.~es 
·the Bald against those who preferred his brother, 12£2 'm& . 

F 
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German, to him ; the bishops supported the kings they had 
crowned ; they governed in both spiritual and temporal 
matters, in war and in peace; it was Hincma.r who, in the 
name of the king, convoked the bishops and counts to mareh 
against the enemy. 

The emperor Lothaire L died in a. cloister, in 855, after 
having, ten ye&.l'B before, 81!80cia.ted his son, Louis II., w_ith 
him in the empire, and given kingdoms to his other sons ; 
Provence to Charles, and the country circumscribed by the 
Meuse, the Scheid, the Rhine, and Fra.nche-Comte to 
Lotha.ire II. The latter division was called, after the name 
of its sovereign, Lotltaringia, of which was made the French 
name it still retains of Lorraine. The decrees of councils 
concerning the marriages of Lotha.ire, occupied all Christen
dom during fifteen years. Separated, by mutual consent, 
from his first wife, Hintberga., and forced to take her again 
by Pope Adrian II., Lotha.ire came to Rome to justify him
self: The pontiff called down upon him the vengeance of 
God if he did not amend his life : he died within a. week 
after, and the whole of his train within a. year. People saw 
in these events the judgments of heaven : Louis the German 
and Charles the Bald took advantage of them to share 
between them the states of Lothaire. 

At the death of the emperor Louis IT., which took place in 
875, his uncle, Charles the Bald, assumed the imperial crown; 
but this crown was, upon his head, already nothing but the 
shadow of that of Charlemagne : the weak sovereign lost in 
real power what he gained in titles, and the nobles completed 
the ruin of his authority, by forcing from him at Kersy, in 
877, a. celebrated edict, which rendered the inheritance of 
the counts legal. For a length of time the rights of pro
perty in the soil had seemed confounded with the rights of 
jurisdiction and administration pOBiei!Sed by the counts or 
officers of the emperor. These counts, taking advantage of 
the general anarchy, as well as of the ignorance and 
weakness of the sovereigns oi the first and second races, had, 
at first, after the example of the poesessors of benefices, 
contrived to render their charges irrevocable, and then had 
them, by their own authority alone, transmitted to their 
children ; but no law sa.nc~ioned this right of inheritance. 
Charles the Bald, in cousecra.ting it by an edict, gave the 
last blow to the authority of the sovenrio"ll.S ; from that 
period it was no longer the kings who appoinj;ed th!J £0Unts, 
it was the counts who _disposed of tlle '"tlirbu:e 0 a1le dis-
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memberment of the empire was rapidly completed, and a 
new order of things--the feudal system-was the consequence 
of this edict, the last important act of the reign of Charles 
the Bald, who died the same yeal", at a village of Mount 
Cenis. 

The latter descendants of Charlemagne proved themselves, 
in weakness and nullity, emulators of the latter Merovingians. 
Louis le mgue (the stammerer), son and successor of Charles 
the Bald in Italy and Gaul, lost successively, by revolts, 
Italy, Brittany, Lorraine, and Gascony ; he acknowledged 
that he only owed his title to the election of the nobles, the 
bishops, and the people; he allowed the nobles to fortify 
their dwellings, and in the course of his short reign of two 
years, Pope John VIII., driven from Italy, p81!8ed over into 
F'raDoe, and administered the government of the kingdom. 

Louis ill and Carloman his brother, sons of Louis le 
Begue, socceeded him without leaving a single trace in 
history. Charles le Oros, son of Louis the German, after
'ftl"ds filled the imperial throne : he nominally united under 
his sceptre, Gaul, Germany, and Italy, and is only known 
by the strong light which the crown of Charlemagne threw 
upon his weakness, his cowardice, and his misfortunes. The 
Normans braved him, and pursued their audacious incursions 
before his eyes. Paris st1stained a memorable siege against 
them, in which were greatly distinguished Eudes and Robert 
his brother, sons of a connt ot Anjou, named Robert le Fort, 
no had been killed twenty years before, fighting against the 
IllUDe enemies. Their valout" secured the safety of the city, 
whilst Charles le Groa, at the head of an army assembled to 
ave his people, compounded in a cowardly manner with the 
strangers, and abandoned to them the pillage of his richest 
provinoes. A cry of indignation arose from all sides against 
him ; he was deposed at the diet of Tibur, in 888, and died 
1be ame year in indigence, deserted by everybody .. 

o ,9;,,,ed by Coogle 
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CHAPTER III. 

From the death of Charles le Groa to the expW.ion of the Ca.rloviugiall 
dynasty. 888-987. 

THE definitive partition which completed beyond recovery 
the dismemberment of the empire, took place at the death of 
Charles le Gros. Italy became a separate kingdom : all the 
-countries comprised between the Alps, the Jura, and the 
sources of the Rhine, formed, under the name of Superior or 
Transjuran Burgundy, a new kingdom, of which Rodolph 
W elf was the founder. Boson, brother-in-law ot Charles the 
:Bald, bad already assumed the title of king ot Provence, or 
Cisjuran Burgundy. This kingdom had for its limits the 
Jura, the Mediterranean, and the Rhone ; Aquitaine extended 
from the Loire to the Pyrenees ; between the Rhine, the 
Meuse, and the S&ane, Rainier, count of Hainault, formed 
the duchy of Upper Lorraine; and between the fJ:ontiers of 
these various states and those of Lower Brittany, that is to 
say, between the Loire, the Seine, and the Meuse, was the 
narrow territory which from that time preserved the name 
of France. About the same period the counts ot V erman
dois extended their power towards the north, whilst the 
powerful houses of Poitiers and Toulouse arose in .Aquitaine, 
and opposed a barrier to the incursions of the Saracens. It 
is from this last dismemberment ot the empire of the Franks 
that the 'historical existence of the French nation takes its 
date. There had been already manifested, in this newly
formed nation, a st1·oug feeling of repugnance for the dynasty 
which, during a century and a half, had reigned over Gaul; 
it aspired to withdraw itself from German influence, and to 
form an independent state : after numerous battles fought 
with· this view, and the deposition of Charles le Gros, the 
French elected as their king, Eudes, son of Robert.le Fort, 
in contempt of the hereditary rights of Charles, surnamed 
le Simple, a posthumous son of Louis le :mgue. 

With the reign ot Eudes commenced a new series of civil 
wars, terminated, after a century, by the definitive exclusion 
of the Carlovingian race. Young Charles, on being deposed, 
soon justified his exclusion 1J:om the throne in the eyes of 
France, by imploring the aid of Aruolpb, king of Germany, 
against his own people; but he was never able to riumph 
during the life time of King Eudes. o;g;,;,ed by l....:.oog e 
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At the death of this prince, which took place in 898, 
Charles the Simple was acknowledged king of France. The 
most celebrated act of this reign, which was for some time 
peaceable, was the cession made by Charles, in 912, to Rollo, 
leader Qf the Normans, of the territory which received from 
them the name of Normandy. Rollo paid homage to the 
king, was oonverted to Christianity, and divided his vast 
territory into fiefs. Subjected by him to severe laws, his 
warriors became the fathers of a great nation, the firmest 
bulwark of France against German invasions. 

Numerous revolts troubled the end of this reigu. During 
sixty years the French were divided between two families of 
aovereigns,-that of Charlemagne and that of Eudes. Robert, 
duke of France, brother of the latter, and his son Hugh le 
Blanc, or the Great, count of Paris, maintained a furious war 
against Charles the Simple. Robert was proclaimed king, 
and after him, Hugh the Great gave the crown of France ~o
bis brother-in-law Raoul, or Rodolph, son of Richard, duke 
of Burgundy. Charles fell into the power of Heribert, count> 
of V ermandois, who detained him prisoner at Cbateau
Thierry; he afterwards lived for some time at the palace of 
Attigny, whither his enemies exiled him, without a shadow 
of power, and be died a captive at Peronne, in 929. King 
Rodolph survived Charles the Simple seven years, but only 
reigned nominally. 

After his death, which happened in 936, the redoubtable 
Hugh the Great, duke of France and count of Paris, offered 
the aceptre to young Louis, son of Charles the Simple. This 
prince, who bad taken refuge among the Anglo-Sa.xons, and 
who was surnamed Louis d'Outremer, returned into Fl'!Lllce, 
.accepted the crown, and reigned at first under the tutelage 
of Vount Otho the Great, the first of the name ; the same 
year, succeeded Henry l'Oiseleur upon the imperial throne of 
Germany, and Conrad the Pacific to Rodolph II., upon that 
of BllllPIDdy. 

The king, tired of the yoke imposed upon him by Hugh, 
endeavoured to free himself from it, and made an enemy of 
t.he count. War, at the same time, broke out between him 
and the emperor Otho the Great : Louis was conquered, and 
the French lords, taking advantage of his misfortunes to 
render themselves independent, retired to their strong 
castles, which began to bristle the soil of France in all direc
i.ions. The autho1ity of Louis was confined to the s·n7Ie ci~:r, of 
I.on; Count Hugh allied bimsel1 with thB ~Notnm--M~Mnst. 
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him ; these people took the king prisoner, and shut him up 
in the tower of Rouen. Otho the Great, after having fought 
with him, defended him ; he marched to his assista.nce and 
delivered him ; but Louis IV. in vain proved by his courage 
that he was worthy of his ancestor Charlemagne ; he com
ba.ted, during the whole of his reign, the rebel nobles of his 
kingdom, without ever being able to reign, and died of a 
fall from his horse at Reims, in 954. With him ended 
every hope for his race of issuing from the abasement into 
which they had fallen. 

Lothaire, his son, protected by Hugh the Great, BUcceeded 
him ; he thought to obtain some popularity by declaring 
hlmself an enemy of the Germans, and inBUlted the emperor 
Otho II. The latter entered France at the head of a 
formidable army, presented himself before Paris, and made 
his soldiers Bing the canticle of the martyrs on the hill of 
:Montmartre. He retired, after committing great devasta
tion, and Lothaire aflowed the opportunity of conquering 
and cntShing him to escape. The French murmured ; they 
imputed the safety of the enemy's army t& their own sove
reign, and made a. crime of his weakness, wi.thoo.t taking any 
heed of his hostile disposition towards the Germans. The 
family of Charlemagne had for a long time been condemned 
in the mind of the nation : its ruin appeared inevitable. No 
rebellion, however, shook the throne of Lothaire ; but his 
power decreased day by day, and passed entirely into the 
hands of Hugh the Great, named Hugh Ca.pet, count of the 
Isle of France and of Anjou. 

Louis V ., surnamed le Fa.in&.nt, BUcceeded his father, and 
brought nothing but indolence to the throne. He nominally 
reigned, whilst Hugh Capet insinuated himself into the 
favour of the emperor Otho III., of the clergy, and the 
nobles of the kingdom, and prepared everything for his 
umrpation. Louis V. died at the end of two years, and 
Charles, his uncle, the brother of Lothaire, claimed the 
throne ; but then the head of the clergy of France, Adal
beron, archbishop of Reims, consecrated Hugh Capet king. 
The great majority of the nobles and the people ranged them
selves around him, and the pretended heir was left alone with 
a few partisans. He died in the city of Orleans, where Hugh 
Capet had imprisoned him ; his two sons, banished from 
France, found an asylum in Germany, and with them, as far 
as history is concerned, was extinguished the race of Charle
magne. Thus was finished in Gaul the 9doJJlJJlatiog lof the 
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Germanic dynasty of the Carlovingians, and a national 
royalty was substituted for a government founded upon 
conquest. 

The tenth century is an epoch the most obscure and the 
most disastrous of French history. Everything became weak 
at once, the pions zeal and virtues of the clergy, the autho
rity of the laws, and the independence of the inhabitants of 
the cities. The Saracens, the Germans, and the Normans, 
desolated the fields and burnt the towns. The cities were 
no longer the seat of government, of the subordinate adminis
trations, or the abodt'.s of the rich. Strong castles became · 
the only refuge against foreign invasions and civil wars ; it 
was to them retired all who enjoyed any authority, and in 
them courts assembled and justice was rendered. Commerce 
disappeared, and with it the industrious citizen class :. to the 
heads of manufactories, to independent men and rich pro
prietors, succeeded, in most of the cities, a trembling, servile ' 
population : the trader had no longer a fixed residence ; he 
journeyed from manor to manor, carrying with him his pack, 
and carefully concealing his little property. Around each 
castle rose miserable cabins, inhabited by serfs, who exercised, 
on account of the lord, the mechanical arts, or cultivated his 
domains ; almost the whole of the people were serfs, at the 
mercy of the great, and the victims of every political com
motion. The frightful misery and general desolation ap
peared to jlll!tify the popular belief that the end of the world 
was drawing near, and would take place in the year 1000. 
Nevertheless, at the moment of this decline, and whilst the 
ancient social order was perishing, another was rising upon 
its ruins, founded by the small number of those who, shel
tered by their fortresses, had remained free and powerfuL 
This new order of things, which received the name of 
fewlalilm, had, during a century, taken deep root, and, in 
llpite of immense abuses, it prevented the complete dissolu
tion of every social tie, or the return of the barbarism of 
past times. 

o ,9;,,,ed by Coogle 





SECOND EPOCH. 
THE FEUDAL MONARCHY. 

FROM HUGH CAPET TO FRANCIS THE FIRST. 
987-1515. 

B 0 0 K THE F-1 R ST. 
1'BOX !Ill: .I.CCESSIO:lf 0!' HUGH CAPBl' TO THJ: DEATH 0!' SAINT LOUIS. 

Domination and gradual decline of the arittocracy-Progrese of royal 
power-Conquests of the crown-Crnsad-Enfranchisement of 
the com.muu.-Establishment of the judicial order. 987-1270. 

CHAPTER I. 

Expollition of the Feudal SJlltem. 

Tm: accession of a national chief to the throne, in the· 
person of Hugh Capet, produced the double result of with
drawing France from Germanic influence and developing and 
consolidating the feudal system. Already, under the first 
race, the nobles had rendered the concession of benefices 
irrevocable and hereditary iu their families : German customs 
authorizing possessors of lands to consider as their own pro
perty, not only the soil acquired, but all that existed or 
was found upon the soil at the moment of the concession or 
the conquest, they soon believed themselve.OJ possessed of the 
right of exercising civil, judicial, and mi1.itary power in their 
domains, in virtue of their simple title of proprietors. Au
thority was therefore established by possession, and it was 
to the land itself, by a strange fiction, that power was 
attached. This usage was not at all changed when Charles 
Martel instituted a new species of benefices, by rendering 
them hereditary under the name of fie£'!, charged with mili
tary service and homage to the prince on the part ot the 
pcll!l!eSSOrs : the new beneficiaries were named vassals : such 
Wllll the origin of Feudalism in France. . . . . C 1 

Under the second race, the kings, alway'8'"'iAiCri:l££i the 
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future to the present, had successively abandoned to the 
dukes and counts all legal or royal rights, such as levying 
troops, rendering justice, coining money, making peace or war, 
and fortifying their residences; and from the moment when 
they had, by the edict of Kersy, acknowledged the legality 
of the inheritance of charges or offices, the dukes and counts 
believed themselves possessors of the provinces, in which 
their will alone was law. Though independent, in fact, of 
the crown, most of them remained subordinate to it, bound 
by the tie of the oath of fidelity. They distributed, at will, 
domains to the nobles, who received them upon condition of 
fealty and homage, and the nobles themselves granted, by 
the same title, inferior benefices to free men. A great num
ber of independent proprietors, rendered uneasy by the 
ravages of external enemies, and by the commotion of civil 
discords, became anxious for the support of powerful neigh
bours, and obtained it by paying them homage for their 
lands, and holding them afterwards, as fiefs, from those to 
whom they offered them, that is to say, clogging their future 
possession of them with the obligation of faithfu~· g 
their suzerain. In this act, he who gave a terri. pro
perty in fief became the suzerain of him who receiv it on 
this title, and who was named vassal or liegeman. The 
lands were thus considered throughout the kingdom of 
France as 8'IJ.hj«t or vaBBal to one another. This system, ex
tending to provinces, as to simple private domains, established 
a connecting tie between all psrls of the territory. Among 
the hierarchy of sovereignties, that which bore the title of 
kingdom was considered first : this title, in the corona.&on 
of Hugh Capet, was gained by the ancient duc~y of Fran~ 
which, by its central position, by the warlike character of its 
inhabitants, and by the extinction of title of king in the 
neighbouring states, became capable, in the end, of obtaining 
a real supremacy')~ 

The feudal system rapidly embraced ancient Gaul, Italy, 
and tkrmany, and afterwards extended over the whole of 
;Europe : it was it that prepared the formation of the great 
states, and which, during two hundred and forty years, was 
~e substitute for social ties and for legislation. 

The first part of this period resembled an interregnum,. 
during which the king was not distinguished from the other 
nobles but by honorary prerogatives. Every fortress of any 
importance gave its poBSe880r rank among so~re~ ; and 
civil discords making the great feel the necessit~{.)f~~hing 

. -~· 
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to themselves a considerable number of men for their per
sonal security, they divided their domains into a. multitude 
of small portions which they granted in fief; they gave their 
"f8888la the permission to fortify their residences, which they 
themselves had obtained from Louis le mgue, and a. number 
(jf castles soon sprang up around the principal fortress. It 
was a. general opinion that rendering homage for a fief con
ferred nobility, and nobility thus acquired, for the greater 
put, dates from the ninth and tenth centuries. The right 
yielded to subjects of providing for their own safety checked 
the devastation of foreigners, g&"% fresh energy to the Dll'

tional character, revived in men, members of a. numerous 
de-, a salutary self-esteem, and authorized them to require 
mutual consideration from those of whom they held their 
1ands, as well as those to whom they granted any, the feudn.l 
contract being annulled by the violation of the obligations 
contracted on both sides. This new subordination reposed, 
in part, upon the faith of the oath ; and respect for the 
giwn UIOT~ or {Qyalty, became one of the distinctive features 
of the character of the nobility. 

The principal obligation contracted in this system towards 
the IIIIZerain, was that of military service of forty days at 
every expedition. The ancient national courts (plaids) were 
replaced by those of the county, in which the vassals united 
themselves under the presidency of the count : the custom 
of jw:licial combata was resumed, and became the basis of 
jurisprudence .between gentlemen. From that time the 
different codes of laws which had so long subsisted in the 
various indigenous or conquered nations of Gaul, completely 
disappeared. It was genemlly admitted that no one could 
be judged but by his peers, and by peers was understood vas
aals of the same rank. The great viU!Illll.s of the crown,-the 
dukes of Normandy, Aquita.ine, and ~ur~ ~e counts of 

Jjapders, Toulouse, and C}la.mpagne,-were·~ihmed Peers of 
·Fmrice; to-these six lay peerages were afterwa.~ed six 
ecclesiastical peerages. When a. peer of France was trim
maned before the tribunal of the others, the king presidlld ~ • 
in the court of judgment. All these laws, conventions, and : 
usages, concerned only the nobility : the people were reckolttli· 

l 111 nothing : the noblemen or gentlemen, separated from die 
people by their habitations, were still more distinguished 
from them by their &stume and their arms, and never ap
peared ~road but on' horseb~k and co~~t:M,m)Q ~vy 
armour : it was thus they held m respect and ¥ear DllBemble 
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populations entirely destitute ot means of defence. A great 
change took place in the military art~ cavalry became from 
that time the principal strength of armies ; bodily exercises, 
horsemanship, skill in handling the sword and the lance, con
stituted the only employment of the nobility, and the sale o£ 
armour became the principal branch of commerce in Europe. 

This first period of the feudal confederation gave birth 
to chivalry, respect tor woman, and modern language and 
poetry : such were the principal effects of this system in that 
which concerns general policy and the interests ot the no
bility. We have now to examine its relations with the Church 
and with the people. 

Religion, after the invasion of Gaul by the Franks, con
sisted principally, for the mass of the people, of the outward 
ceremonies and religious practices that were produced by the 
sight of relics, of images of the Virgin and of saints, and of 
pictures representing the mysteries of religion, the actions of 
Christ, the Apostle.s, and the first proselytes: the magnifi
cence of the worship exercised a great influence, and the 
priests, under the Carlovingians, imposed upon the people, 
but still more upon the great, by their wealth and power. 
But the Church, which in the fifth and sixth centuries had 
alone resisted the invasion of barbarism, WB.I:I less strong 
against the corruption produced by the excess of riches ; 
barbarians had entered in great numbers among the clergy, 
whose virtues and knowledge almost entirely disappeared 
from the eighth to the tenth centuries ; in their place, the 
only means the Church still had, in these unhappy times, of 
preserving an ascendancy over men's minds, was to be rich 
and powerful ; and at the period of the progressive eStab
lishment of the feudal system, it saw with te~r the great 
vassals encroach upon its domains. The clergy soon per
ceived, that as all authority was in the hands of the possessors 
of fiefs, it became necessary for them to form a part of the 
new confederation. They therefore poid fealty for the . 
domlins they possessed, then they divided them into small 
J>Ortions, of which they made so many fiefs, and thus pro
cured for themselves both suzerains and vassals. The obli
gation of military service being inseparable from the pos
session of fiats, the clergy were subject to it equally with all 
other vassals ; they appeared in arms at the call of their 
suzerain, and compelled their liegemen to fight for him. 
Fro~ that time a great number of bishops ap.d. li.~~ft~ lived 
the life of nobles ; arms employed as mucho,of> li'l(y''tJJlle as 
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their altars, and they abandoned the holy duties of religion 
for the license of camps. Wherever the members of the 
clergy did not embrace a warlike life, the temporal lordK 
obtained an immense advantage over them, and it often 
became necessary tor bishops and abbots to place themselv6ll 
under the protection of a noble, who was paid to defend 
them : this protector had the name of advoca~ or t.-idame. 
The clergy, by their feudal organization, completed the per
version from the object of their institution ; the people more 
seldom received from them either consolation or help, and 
most oi the dignitaries o1 the Church ranged themselves in 
the ranks of' their oppressors. 

The immense majority ot the people lived in a servile 
condition : the class of freemen, as we have said, in a great 
measure disappeared under the Carlovingians ; the citizen 
class became naturally weaker as the importance of the 
cities diminished ; and it may be said, that at the end of the 
tenth century, there was no middle class between the nobles, 
alone in possession of all the enjoyments of life, and the 
wretches whose cabins surrounded the foot of strong castles, 
and who were named se~ or men of servitude, attached to 
the glebe, that is, to the earth they cultivated : they were 
bought and sold with it, without the power of freely quitting 
it to establish themselves elsewhere when they found them
!llllves oppressed beyond endurance. Designated under the 
name of Wlainl, they possessed nothing of their own, neither 
their cottages, nor their instruments of labour, nor their 
time, nor the fruit of their toil, nor even their children : 
everything belonged to the lord; and if they had the mis
fortune to render themselves culpable in his eyes, they could 
not invoke in their defence any law or any authority; the 
seignorial right of justice, of life and death, was absolute. 

The condition of freemen, who were not holders of fiefs, 
but inhabitants of seignorial domains, appears almost as de
plorable as that of the serfs ; they scarcely enjoyed the right 
of marrying as they pleased, or of disposing of their own 
property. All were gradually looded with intolerable bur
dens, or subjected to humiliating obligations ; nothing pro
tected them, and they were in constant dread of some fine, 
some new tax, or the entire confiscation of their property ; 
a great number took refuge in cities, whither evils quite a.<J 

great pursued them. The counts there exercised over them 
an authority equal to that of the nobles on tl).eir es~!es i 
tolls and dues of every kind were there muitip'Ii~~il\n!fity ; 
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the cities became, in the end, subjected, as the cotmtry w&~~p 
to an arbitrary impost called taille (a. poll or land tax) ; they 
were obliged to maintain their lord and his train whenever 
he came within their walls : provisioDB, furniture, horses. 
carriages, everythillg was carried away by foroe from the in
habitants, at the caprice of the master or the men of his 
suite, without retribution or payment of any kind ; in a 
word, social strength resJ.ded entirely with the poeseSBOrs of 
fitrl's, who alone enjoyed liberty, power, or the comforts of 
life. 

Such was the system which, under the name of Feudalism, 
oppressed Europe for ages : it drew her from the anarchy 
and chaos in which she was pltmged, and was the first rude 
essay of social organization coDDeived by society itself after 
the fall of the Roman empire. In this vast system, the 
hierarchy often only existed in principle : the independence 
of the most strong was a fact, and from. it incalculable evils 
resulted : the territory of ancient Gaul was for a long time 
a. bloody arena open to the ambition of kings and nobles ; 
but the deficiency of union in the oppressors torned at length 
to the a.dvan~ae of the oppressed, supported by royal autho
rity, when the latter, by its conquests, prepared new aud. 
more happy destinies fvr France. An important progreiB 
towards a better order of things was in fact that which con
stituted a. oentral force, suffi.ciently powerful to impoee on all, 
and to destroy the tyranny of the nobles, and which, crea.tiug 
a. middle class between the nobles and the serfS, aocorded to 
a portion of the people the most precious rights of civil 
liberty. History shows us the French :Ql8l"Ching towards 
this double goal through long convulsions, amidst intestine 
discords and foreign wars : during centuries they drew near 

• to it without gaining it ; they were indebted for their early 
progress to the concourse of events raised up by Providence, 
as much as to their own efforts ; and these united caUBeB 
brought about, as their first result, the rapid increase of the 
power of the kings, the decline of the seiguorial authority, 
the enfranchisement of the inha.bita.nte of cities, and the 
awakening of industry. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Reign of the first Capetian Kings, Hngh Capet, Robert, Henry I., 
Philip I. 987-1108. 

HUGH CAPE'l'. 

79 

Fli.."VCE, properly ao called, at the accession of the third 
race, only extended over a part of the territory comprised 
between the Loire and the Somme ; it was bounded by 
Flanders on the north, by Normandy and Brittany on the 
west, by Champagne and ducal Burgundy on the east, and 
on the !lOUth by Aquitaine, -:Poitou, the Limouoin, and 
.Auvergne. Lorraine, Franche-CoDite, and a. part of Flanders 
were held under the Germanic crown ; Brittany was a fief of 
the duchy of Normandy. 

Hugh Capet and his three first succeseors did very little 
io increase their authority, and exercised no infinen<"-e over 
their age. Hugh is only illustrious as the founder of a new 
dynasty, and this great event must be attributed much more · 
to ciremn.stances than to the force of his genius. His crown, 
according to the usage sanctioned by the feudal system, be
<mne transmissible by hereditary right, like those of his great 
ftl!l!als, the dukes and counts ; nevertheless, the better to 
secure possession of it to his race, he thought fit to place it 
under the safeguard of the Church, and he caused his son 
Robert to be consecrated during his lifetime ; he even him
aelf admitted his absolute dependence upon the priesthood, by 
loading its members with honours and riches. 

The course of his reign was marked by such cruel wars 
among his great vassa.ls, and ao many other frightful calami
ties, that people became confirmed in the opinion that the 
end of the world was approaching. A horrible pestilence 
ravaged Aquitaine and France, and such were the sufferings 
of this period that the expectation of universal destruction 
inspired in many hearts more hope than fear ; numbers of 
valiant leaders and soldiers laid down the sword and cuirass 
to 88Smile the frock and hair-shirt. Hugh Capet himself 
leigned without wearing a diadem ; and either from doubt
ing the validity of his royal title, or from a desire to set the 
people au example of humility and a respect for holy things, 
he continued through life to wear the cope o~9f8r., of 
& Martin of Tours, of which he bore the0 "title; Hec:aied 
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recommending his son, above· all things, to watch with care 
over the wealth of the abbeys, and to submit himself blindly 
to the will of the pope, in order to secure his salvation. 

ROBERT. 

Robert was faithful to these pious instructions : this king 
seems, by his rare mildness and indulgent benevolence, to 
belong to another age : profoundly aftected by the sufferings 
of his people, he appeared to take upon himself the task of 
consoling the unfortunate by a boundless charity, and of dis
arming the anger of heaven by an angelic patience and the 
practices of the mo11t fervent devotion. A crowd of touch
ing instances are related of his simple, single-hearted good
ness. A poor man whom he was feeding with his own hand, 
underneath his table, stole a port.ion of the gold fringe of the 
-royal vestment ; Queen Constance, the wife of Robert, r..er
ceiving the robbery, became violently angry at it : " He who 
stole the fringe," said the good monarch to her, "had, doubt
less, greater need of it than I have I" Another day, whilst 
he was at prayers, a thief cut oft' halt of his mantle : " Leave 
the remainder for another," said Robert, with mildness.. 
This prince, whose pious zeal equalled his charity, composed 
sacred hymns, sang in the holy service, and directed the 
choir of St. Denis on the festivals of the Church : to his 
reign are due a great part of the Gothic churches and con
vents of France. 

Among other strange traits of his somewhat questionable 
supe1'8tition, it is related that he believed no oath . to be 
obligatory unless taken over relics of saints and martyrs, to 
which he rendered a special devotion. To avoid the sin of a 
violation of faith, he caused persons in whose truth he placed 
no confidence, to take their oaths, at a shrine which, with
out their being aware of the circumstance, contained no 
relics, and when he himself took an oath at such a shrine, he 
committed perjury without BCruple. His fervent piety did 
not shield Robert from ecclesia.stical censures, or from most 
violent persecutions of the court of Rome. The laws of the 
Church, at that time, composed the whole civil legislation ; 
the popes caused themselves to be acknowledged as sovereign 
arbitrators in doubtful cases of legality of marriages : they 
showed much praiseworthy courage in endeavouring to check 
the unbridled passions of kings, and their firmness power
fully contributed in preserving Christendom~om ~cting 
disorders, perhaps even from polygamy :; butj'~b~&g their 
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·authority, they extended prohibitions of marriage too far, 
and proved terrible to those who dared to violate their 
frequently arbitrary and unjust regulations. Excommuni
cation and placing a territory under an interdict were the 
means most frequently employed by the pontiffs to subdue 
!OVereigns to their will ; no Christian could eat, drink, or 
pray with an excommunicated person, under penalty of being 
himself excommunicated : when the Pope placed a country 
under au interdict, it was forbidden to hold divine service in 
it, to administer the Bacl-aments to adults, or to bury the 
dead in consecrated ground ; the sound of bells ceased, 
church pictures were covered, the statues of saints were 
taken down and laid upon beds of ashes and thorns. The 
court of Rome made of these two chastisements a most 
powerful and redoubtable weapon ; they with it struck down 
all their enemies without pity or reservation ; among whom, 
they never passed by invaders of ecclesiastical benefices, and, 
in their rigour, paid no more respect to kings than to their 
subjects : King Robert experienced this. Hugh, his father, 
rendered uneasy by the Normans established at Blois, who 
refuaed to acknowledge him king, gained them by making 
his son espouse the celebrated Bertha, widow of Eudes I. of 
Blois. · This princess possesaed claims upon the kingdom of 
Burgundy, bequeathed by her brother Rodolph to the empire, 
and might transmit her rights to the house of France. The 
. emperor, Otho IlL, began to be alarmed at this, and Pope 
Gregory V., his creature, seized upon the pretext of a very • 
distant relationship, to force Robert to give up his wife.; 
upon his refusal, he excommunicated him. It is related that 
Robert was immediately abandoned by all his servants, and 
it was a popular belief, industriously kept up by the monks, 
ihat Queen Bertha was put to bed of a monster. Robert, 
being compelled to repudiate her, married the imperious 
Constance, daughter of the count of Toulouse. She reigned 
under his name, braving his authority, and with impunity 
put to death his favourite, Hugh de Beauvais, before his 
eyes. 

Robert, in spite of his habitual mildness, took part in the 
cruel rigours of Constance with regard to heretics ; twelve 
of these, dragged before a council held at Orleans under his 
presidency, were condemned to be burnt alive. Among 
them was a venerable man, who had been a confessor to the 
queen ; the king thought he performed an . act { piet~ in 
being present at their execution, and Consta:h'oo~' wlfd~ 
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herself in the way to the pile, struck out one of the eyes of 
her former confessor with her riding-wand. This barbarous 
fanaticism, one of the characteristic features of this period, 
lasted during six centuries in Enrope, and the Jews were, 
for far the greater part of that time, the objects of such 
execration, that an act of cruelty towards them paased for a 
meritorious work. They were almost everywhere outraged 
and plundered with impunity. God was thus supposed to 
be most properly honoured, and the people avenged them
selves most cruelly upon these unfortunate beings for their 
own humiliations and sufferings. Victims of the per
petual discords of the great, the people beheld their harvests 
destroyed and their humble dwellings burnt ; for them there 
was neither repose nor safety. The inhabitants of the cities, 
however, began to endure the vexations and tyrannies in
flicted by their lords with impatienoe, and grew di88&tisfied 
with so miserable and precarious an existenoe. The cities 
which had preserved municipal institutions invoked ancieut 
and neglected rights ; in others, corporati0ll8 were formed, 
workmen organized themselves into a militia, fortified their 
walls, and guarded their gates. Great injustices cawsed too 
long suppressed resentments to break forth, and secret com
motions were presages of revolutions, which, in the following 
century, brought about the enfranchisement of the com
monalty. The inexhaustible charity of Robert only afforded 
an almost imperceptible relief to the evils of his people ; 

• not rich enough to remove their misery, too weak to repress 
their oppre1110rs, he died in 1031, wept by the unfortunate, 
and regretted by the clergy. During his reign, a wise and 
learned Frenchman succeeded Gregory V. on the pontifical 
throne, and renewed the alliance between the Holy See and 
the house of Capet. This was the illustrious Gerbert, who, 
among the Moors, obtained in the flourishing schools of 
Cordova, all the secrets ot the sciences then known ; he 
studied the belles-lettres and algebra, learnt the art of con
structing clocks, and passed for a magician in the eyes ol ·his 
astonished contemporaries. First preceptor of the children 
of the emperor Otho, archbishop of Reim.s, and then or 
Ravenna, he at length hearne pope, under the name of 
Sylvester II., and exercised the triple authority of the ponti
fu:a&te, of science, and of genius. 

HENRY I. 

Henry I., son and successor of Robert, ha-.1 11Y1111t to 
DIQitiZ t;dD~6l\.:.-
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maintain a family war against his mother Constance, who 
wished to raise his younger brother Robert to the throne. 
The Church declared for Henry, and the celebrated Robert 
the Magnificent, duke of the Normans, lent him the powerful 
llllPport of his sword, and p~ the crown more firmly upon 
his head. Henry conquered his brother, pardoned him, and 
granted him me duchy of Burgundy, of which Robert 
founded the first house. A famine committed tenible ravages 
in this reign in Gaul ; in many plaoes the men were reduced 
to the frightful necessity of eating each other. After this 
acourge had performed its .mi!sion, troops of wolves devas
tated the country, and the nobles, more to be dreaded even 
than wild beasts, continued their barbaroUB wars in the midst 
of universal desolation : the clergy could scaroely prevail 
upon them to suspend thar fury, by laying before them the 
judgment-s of heaven, and by affirming a multitude of 
miracles. At length varioUB councils commanded all to lay 
down their arms, and, in 1035, published the Peace of God, 
threatening with excommunication those who should violate 
eo sacred a law. When a council had established this peace 
in each province, a. deacon gave notice of it to the people 
8118embled in the churches. After reading the Gospel, he 
mounted the pulpit and denounced against all who infringed 
the peace, the following malediction :-"May they be ac
cursed, both they and those who aid them in evil· doing; 
may they be b~ished with Cain the fratricide, with the 
traitor Judas, with Dathan and Abiram, who entered alive 
into hell ; and may their joy be extinguished at the aspect 
of the holy angels, as these lights are extinguished before 
your eyes." At these words, all the priests, who held lighted 
wax-candles in their hands, turned them towards the earth 
and extinguished them, while the people, seized with fear, 
repeated as with one voice,-" May God thUB extinguish the 
joy of those who will not accept peace and justice ! " 

But passions were too violent, ambitions too indomitable, 
io allow the evil to be thUB totally uprooted. The Peace of 
COO multiplied perjuries without diminishing the number of 
lllll8SI!ination& Five years later, another law, ]mown under 
the name of the Truce of God, was substituted for it. The 
councils which proclaimed it no longer endeavoured to put 
an end to all human passions ; they attempted to regulate 
them, to submit wars to the laws of honour and humanity ; 
an appeal to force was not interdicted to those ;w~o0qqmd 
invoke no qther right ; but the employmglit'e~f 1iiS 'fo'r'be 
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was subjected to wise restrictions. Every military attack, 
every effusion of blood, was forbidden from the setting of 
the sun, on Wednesday evening, until its rising on Monday 
morning, as well as on festivals and fast-days ; a perpetual 
mfeguard was granted to churches, unarmed clerks and 
monks ; the protection of the truce extended to peasants, 
their flocks, and their instruments of labour. Promulgated 
at first in Aquitaine, this wise and beneficent law was adopted 
almost throughout all Gaul, where the nobles swore to 
the observance of it : although it was often violated, and 
fell too soon into desuetude, it did great good to the nation, 
whose manners it softened, and was the noblest work of the 
clergy of the middle ages. A report prevailed that a. 
horrible disease, called the 6aC'I"ed fire, punished all who broke 
the Truce of God. The weak kAg Henry, from a senseless 
pride, refused, almost alone, to recognise it in his states, 
under the pretence that, in wishing to establish it, the clergy 
encroached upon his authority. 

This king has left no honourable remembrance in history. 
It is said that, in order to avoid marrying a wife, who, with
<IUt his knowledge, might be allied to him in blood, be sought 
~me at the extremity of Europe, and that this motive caused 
him to marry, in his third nuptials, the Princess Anne. 
-daughter of J aroslas, grand-duke of the Russian nation. 
The RuBBian nation had embraced Christianity only about a. 
-century before ; it was composed of almost savage races, 
scattered over its immense territory. N evertheleBB, its two 
-capitals, Kief and Novogorod, contained already germs of an 
advanced civilization. He had three sons by this marriage, 
.and caused Philip, the elde.'!t of them, to be consecrated 
during his lifetime. He maintained an unfortunate war 
a,<rainst his vassal William the Bastard, duke of Normandy, 
and died in 1060, after a reign of twenty-nine years. 

PHILIP I. 

Philip, at eight years of age, succeeded his father under 
the tutelage of Baldwin V., cotmt of Flanders. The great
est event which took place during his minority, and in which 
he had no part, was the conquest of England. TheN orma.n 
knights distinguished themselves above all others by their 
immoderate love of warlike adventures, and by their bril
liant exploits. Some of them, who had landed sixty years 
he~ore, as pilgrims, on the southem0 ;9 P,Q!iWG\lfol~y, had 
8881Sted the besieged inhabitants of Siilemo in tepUlaing a. 
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Saracen army. Animated by the success of their compatriot~ 
the sons of a simple gentleman, Tancred of Hauteville, fol
lowed by a troop of adventurers, conquered Apulia from the 
Greeks, the Lombards, and the Arabs, and maintained with 
mccess an unequal contest against the emperors of Germany 
and Byzantium, leagued together to exterminate them. 
They took prisoner the German pope, Leo. IX., who was 
devoted to the :liunily of the emperor Henry Ill, then 
humbling themselves before their captive, they obtained per
mission to keep their conquests as a fief of the Church :, 
:Robert Guiscard completed the subjection of Apulia and 
Calabria, and his brother Roger conquered Sicily : it was 
thus that in 1052 the kingdom of the Two Sicilies was 
founded by the Normans, and the pope obtained the suze
rainty of it. 

Nothing was talked of in Europe but the Norman valour;, 
and when William the Bastard, duke of Normandy, and 
son of Robert the Magnificent, collected an army for the 
conquest of England, warriors from all parts flocked to his 
standard, full of confidence in his fortune. Great Britain, 
or England, which, six ages before, had been subdued by 
the Saxons, was then governed by King Harold. Some 
time before he was king, a tempest had cast this prince upon 
the ooast of Normandy. A prisoner to William, he was 
constrained to yield to him his claims to the throne ; bu1r 
when be had obtained his freedom at this price, he conceived 
himself liberated from an oath which bad been extorted by 
force. It was the custom of those times to consider ship
wrecked persons as delivered up by the judgment of God to 
the lord of the coast upon which the tempest had thrown 
them ; the lord had power to detain them as captives, and to 
torture them to obtain ransom. William reminded Harold 
of his promise, referred, moreover to the will of Edward the 
Confessor, the last king of England, and declared he would 
place the decision of the matter in the hands of the Church. 
The Consistory, assembled at the Lateran, pronounced in his 
fa,·our, and, at the instigation of the monk Hildebrand, it 
adjudged England to him by sending him, with a standard 
that had been blessed, the diploma of sovereign of that 
country. A great battle, fought in 1066, near Hastings, 
between the two rivals, decided the war. Harold lost hilt 
life in it, and England, after an obstinate struggle, became 
the conquest of the N orm.ans. William distrib~t~d alt the 
.laads, as fiefS, to his barons and knightlf'll ''fru~ time 
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feudalism extended the net over this country, with wJW:h it 
had already covered France, Germany, and Italy. 

This great event inilamed men's minds and disposed 
nations to undertake adventurous expeditions into distant 
countries ; it was the precursor of the crusa.des or wars 
undertaken for the deliverance of the Holy Land ; but th.eee 
last expeditions had a more noble motive than the others ; it 
was the enthusiasm of m exalted piety thai gave birth to 
them. 

A great revolution. the principal author of which waa the 
celebrated Hildebrand, was then being accomplished in the 
Church. Many causes, the principal of which were the 
scandals of the court of Rome and the ignorance and cor
ruption of the ecelesiMtics and monks, had fur a long time 
held the clergy in a disgraceful abasement : the tenth cen
tury particularly had been for the Church an epoch of deso
lation ; the seat of St. Peter had become the prey of intrigue 
and violence : the emperors, a ferocious populace, and courte
sans had by turns dispoaed of the pontifical crown ; the 
marquises of Tusculum had sold it, and several had 88IU1Ilell 
it themselves : three popes, Gregory VL, Sylvester ilL, and 
Benedict IX., were all reigning, if reigning it could be 
called, at the IIIIDI.e time : the last of these was proclaimed. 
at twelve years of age, and became a monster. These dis
orders were not the only evils that a.ftlicted the Church. 
From the time the clergy, to defend their domains, had so 
eagerly entered into the feudal hierwchy, they humbled. 
themselves before the authority of the princes and their 
great Vlll!lllla : the bishops of France alma.t all held fie& of 
the Crown ; and in the course of the eleventh cent~, 
there was carried on an in&mous traffic of the domains awl 
dignities of the Chu.rcb, granted, not as formerly, to the most 
worthy, but to the highest bidder and to the most covetoU& 
Such was the situation of the Church under the reign of 
Henry IlL, emperor of Germany, and at the accesaion of 
Philip L to the throne of France. Nicholas IL at this time 
occupied the pontifical seat. He had for counaellor a monk, 
who was indignant at the vices of the ecclesiastics, the 
degradation of the Church, and the encroachments of tem
poral power over spiritual authority : this monk, this man 
so celebrated in ecclesiastical history, W&s Hildebrand. He 
resolved to deprive prinoes and nobles of all kinds of in1lu
ence over the clergy, to strengthen the ecclesiastioal hier
archy, and to raise the pope above ~ ~ekl~~t earth, 
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hoping thus to make the Church recover its virtues, its 
splendour, and all its power. Such a project of universal 
dominat.ion, which would be senseless in our days, was, in 
the time of Hildebrawi, a conception of genius. This great 
man had consulted the spirit of his age. The rights of 
1mmanity were then respected nowhere ; the people, op. 
pressed by a thousand tyrants, had then no representatives, 
no natural def.,nders but the clergy : most of the members 
of this order i.ssned from the inferior clasaes ; ecclesiastical 
di,anities, the tiara i~ were often the lot of men of the 
II108I; obecure birth, and the voice of the Church combating 
temporal power, might be considered, in some respects, as 
the energetic. protest of nations against their oppressors. 
There was merit and gre&tnet11, under the feudal system, to 
endeavour to regenerate the world upon a Christian basis, 
by giving it for a head and a guide him who was universally 
recognised as the visible head of Christendom. The honour 
of Hildebrand is, to have wished to free the spiritual autho
rity of the Church from all temporal servitude ; his error is, 
to have listened too much to his own ambition, when endea
Touring to render the political government of princes sub
aervient to ecclesiastical authority. 

Many bishops and priests contracted, by marrying, ties 
which placed them in a. state of dependence upon princes. 
lfl.ch.olas n broke these ties ; he forbade the marriage of 
priests, and pursued concubinary monks to extremity. The 
emperor, Henry Ill., 11e00nded these reforms, and thus con
tributed to give to spiritual power a strength that became 
terrible to his succeBIIOl'IL 

Hildebrand was chosen, in 1073, by the people and the 
clergy of Rome, as successor to Pope Alexander II. He a.t 
first asked, with deference, his confirmation of the emperor, 
Henry IV. ; and wheu he had obtained it, he quickly d. 
played, 111lder the name of Gregory VIL, his lofty geirius 
and indomitable chamcter. He withdrew the nomination of 
the popes from the in1luence of the emperors, by eatablish
iag .a& College of Cardinals, specially charged with the eleo
- of the pon~ ; he renewed the bull which condemned 
.._-mage of priests, he iorbade emperors, kings, or great 
....U. jo besliaw eecleaiastlical investitures upon bishops ; 
-.1 u las5 puhliahad the :ii.mous sentences 1mown under the 
Dllme ef .Dit:tol.ua Pflll«, in which, carried away by Jlridl! 
&.yowl the .bounds of reason or of his ministry, 'he ~ 
.. rights to depoee emperors, to make :iDiiiiarfli!Pk'&lCbis 
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. feet, to judge without appeal, and to be sanctified by his 
ordination. 

Philip I., king of France, and Henry IV., emperor of 
Germany, at that period WE!re both leading a. life full of scan
dals and violence. To provide for their boundless wants, 
they carried on, in spite of the prohibitions of Gregory, a. 
most shameful traffic in benefices of the clergy. The angry 
pontiff threatened Philip with excommunication, and abso
lutely pronounced it against the emperor:· a furious war 
immediately ensued between the two rivals. It is kliown in 
history by the name of the War of the Investitures, because 
in it the pope maintained his right to forbid princes to give 
investitures to bishops, and reserved this faculty to himself 
alone. In this celebrated war the principal auxiliaries of 
the pontiff were the Normans of Apulia and Sicily, and the 
Countess Matilda, sovereign of Tuscany. Gregory VII. re
leased the subjects of Henry from their oath of obedience : 
the emperor was abandoned by them, and was reduced to
the hard necessity of imploring pardon of his haughty con
queror : he presented himself as a suppliant, in the month 
of January, 1077, at the castle of Canossa, the residence oi 
Gregory : the latter insulted his misfortunes, and before he· 
would grant him absolution, he obliged the emperor to re
main in an open court of his palace, three days and three 
nights, exposed to a rigorous cold, and standing barefooted 
in the snow. At length he deigned to absolve him ; hut so
many outrages disgusted all crowned heads, and enraged the· · 
partisans of the empire. Henry IV. avenged himse~ and 
Gregory VII. died in exile. The ooloesal edifice raised by
this pontiff did not die with him, his successors consolidated 
it ; he had founded the universal monarchy of the popes 
upon a durable base, upon the reigning spirit of his age, and 
this domination did not attain its highest period till a hun
dred years after him. The crusades materially contributed 
to the strengthening of it ; he conceived the plan of them, 
hut it was not given to him to carry it into execution : the 
:first of these memorable events took place in the time of' 
Philip L and under the pontificate of Urban II. 

Palestine, or the Holy Lw.d, held for several centuries by 
the Mussulmans, had been one of the first conquests of the 
disciples of Mahomet, and from that time the bondage of 
this oountry had been a subject of indignation and grief to 
the Christians. It was thought that a particul{U' virtue was 
attached to the places where Christ W8S';cbo:rn,<:W1i~lHe had• 
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undergone death for the salvation of men, and where his 
tomb was still to be seen. The pilgrimage to Jerusalem 
was considered as the most efficacious action for the expia
tion.of sins, and a great number of pilgrims repaired singly 
or in bands to Palestine, to offer up prayers upon the tomb 
of the Saviour. Adventurous knights, seeking out o(Europe 
fresh fields fo~ their exploits, had already gone to defy the 
Mnssulmans ; but most of them had perished : however, 
.some few returned into Europe, where the accounts of their 
dangers and their glorious feats of arms filled the minds of 
men with an ardent and pious emulation. Such was the 
public feeling, when an enthusiast, known under the name 
of Peter the Hermit, quitted the city of Amiens, his co\m
try, to accomplish a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. The sight of 
the holy places excited his pious fervour to the highest 
degree ; he returned into Europe, and instantly repaired to 
Italy, to exhort Pope Urban II. to place himself at the 
head of the European nations, combined for the deliverance 
of the holy sepulchre, and to rescue the holy places from the 
hands of the Mussulmans. He prevailed with the pontiff, 
and received from him letters for all the Christian princes, 
with the mission of stimulating them to this noble enter
prise. Peter perambulated the West, inflaming the imagi
nation of kings, nobles, and peoples ; he spoke to them of 
their own salvation, he promised them heaven if they would 
march to Palestine, and in 1095, two years after his return, 
a council, convoked by Urban, was assembled at Clermont, 
in Auvergne. A prodigious number of princes, lords, nobles, 
and all classes repa.ired thither, and three hundred bishops 
were present, presided over by the pope. After having 
regulated the affil.irs of the Church, Urban drew a pathetic 
picture of the desolation of the holy places, he expatiated 
with much feeling upon the evils which the Christians of 
Palestine endured, and the attentive assembly broke forth 
in t.ears and sobs : the pontiff then described the audacity 
and insolence of the enemies of Christ, he expressed his in
dignation at so many outrages, and in an inspired tone cried 
out : " Em"ol yowrselvea tiiTU.ler the eMigm of God ; go, S'W01'd 
in hand, lilce true chil{Jren of llfl'ael, into the land of promise ; 
Wn-ge boldly, and upening yUIJII'B8l:oes a path tlvrO'Ugh the bat
talions of the infolels, and ooer the h.eap8 of their slain, do not 
douht that the cr011 will be "-ictorious over the crescent ; make 
yourultJU '1110.1ters of thoBe beautiful prwinces which tli#yJ~QA1tf· 
JUUTp«<, e:ICI&rpate heresy and impiety from 0t'Mm''FiJ?<Jc~d, 
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act so t/w,l tJW country shaJJ, only produce palms fot" you, liNl 
that wil,h their apoik you may raiM rn,a,gnifoent tropkia to 
the glory of religion atnd of tile F'rf11U'A nation." At these 
words the excitement became general, the auditors trembled 
with indignation and impatience ; all were eager to arm ; 
all were anxious to set out: "March I march I" they cried, 
" God wills it ! God wills it !" " Go, then," replied the pon
tiff; "go, bt-cwe lmiglda of Je~~WJ ClwUJt, fJAJt/Tig6 his ~; 
Gnd ainc8 you ~ criecl all with one roice, God tDill8 it I l5 
that be tM 1IXIH"~ of yowr holy enlmpf'iae." 

The distinctive m&rk common to all these warriors was a 
cross of red stoft" wom upon the right shoulder, from which 
the expedition took the name of C1'UIKid& The princes a.nd 
nobles received similar crosses from the hands of the pope ; 
the people presented themselves in crowds, the C8l"dinaJs and 
bishops distributed them to all, 8ll.d assmned them them
selves : to take the cross was to vow to make the pious voyage. 

The Crusaders separated to prepare for their departure, 
and to commUDica.te their pioUI:I amour to others. The 
general meeting was fixed for the spring of the following 
year. The enthusiasm extended even to the lowesf1 classea ; 
every one became eager to merit solvation by eacaping from 
a miserable state of existence, and to experience a life of 
adventures in distant, unknown countries. An immense 
number of serfs, labourers, vagabonds, women and children, 
quickly assembled ; their frantic impatience was blind to 
obstacles, and would brook no delay : they set out in two 
bands, one conducted by Peter the Hemri.t, and the other 
by a knight, named Walter the Pennilei!B. Their furious 
zeal signalized itself on the way"by a Jlla8I!IMlre of Jews; they 
devastated, for their subsistence, the countries they pased 
~hrough, roused all the indigenous populatious against them 
by their conduct, and almost all perished with huger, 
fatigue, and misery, without reaching the Holy Land. Bnt 
the flower ot European chivalry had 1aken up 8.l!IDB with the 
cross, and nobles impawned their estates to provide for the 
expenses of 'the enterprise. They were divided into three 
formidable armies, the first com.ma.ncied by Robert Courte
Heuae, eon of William the Conqneror; the second by Godfrey 
of Bouillon, t.he hero of his age ; and the third. marched under 
the banners of Raymond, count of St. Gilles. Godfrey, whose 
force consisted of ten thousand knights and seventy tho11Siolld 
foot-soldiers, was proclaimed oommander-in-chle(; his waniors· 
were from France, LolTIIine, and Germanyo>d by~f.inople, 
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then governed by the emperor Alexius Comnenus, was the 
placed fixed upon for the· general meeting. The emperor 
received them with suspicion and dissatisfaction, and hastened 
to supply them with vessels to transport them across the 
Bosphorus, after having artfully obtained from them an oa.th 
ef homage for their future conquests. The Crusaders at first 
obtained possession of Nice ; then, after sanguinary confiiots 
and triumphs, of Antioch, and at length completed the great 
object of their wishes in the conquest of Jerusalem. In 
1099 a Christian kingdom was founded in Palestine, and 
Godfrey of Bouillon was acknowledged king of it by the title 
of baron of the Holy Sepulchre. Feudalism was organized 
in the East ; three great fie& were created of the erown of 
Jeramlem : these were the print:ipa.lities of Antioch and 
Edesa, and the county of 'l'ripoli There was a ma.rquia of 
.Jaffa, a prinee of Galilee, and a baron ef Sidon ; and the name 
of Franb became in Asia the common name for weatem 
CJmstiana. Soch were the principal facts of this first and cele
brated crusade. There only retumed to Enrope about a tenth 
part of those who had quitted it : almost all the foot-sQldiers 
perished; either by battle, famine, disease, or shipwreck. 

Philip I. took no part in this expedition ; he aseoci&ted 
himself in none of the great enterprises which signalir.ed the 
times in which he lived, and his reign. presents the historian 
with little worthy of being recorded. In 1072, the widow 
of his goardia.n Baldwin count of Flanders, having been 
despoiled by his brother Robert the Frison, she had recourse 
to Philip ; the king took up arms in her cause, marched 
~ Robert, and experienced, before Caaeel, a shameful 
defeat. He maintained also, for twelve years, a war aga.i.nn 
William the Conqueror : this war was not ma.rked by any 
memorable event. William corrupted the counsellors and 
partiams of Philip by offering them the bait of great domains 
in England ; Philip, on his side, promised protection to all 
the malcontent N01"Dllln8, and took the part ef Robert, eldest 
son of William, when he rebelled against his :fiUilier. After 
a truce, and during a sickness of the duke, the king, laughing 
at; his extreme eorpulency, asked at what time he expected 
to be put to bed : William, upon hearing this joke, became 
&riously augsy, and swore to bring him more wax-lights at 
his churching than would be agreeable to him. He aasem
bled a rormidable army, and was preparing to invade the 
temoriee of Philip, when he fell ill at Rouen, wb,er9.J 1e diad. 
.. 1087 r Scarcely was he dead, when tl&qiiO'b1~"''ir~~ 
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rounded him set off in haste for their castles, his domestics 
plundered the place of everything, even to the bed he had 
died on, and left the body of the conqueror upon the bare 
:floor. A poor knight found him in this condition, and. 
moved with pity, covered him with death-clothes at his own 
expense, and prepared to have him buried. He had pro
nounced the funeral service, and the body was already in the 
grave, when aN orman, named Anselm, advanced and said:
" This earth belongs to me, the man wh011e praises you have 
just pronounced. robbed me of it. Upon this very spot was my 
paternal mansion ; that man obtained possession of it against 
all justice, and without paying me the value of it. In the name 
Qf God, I forbid you to cover the body of the ravisher with earth 
that is mine." A memorable example of the vanity of an exist
ence full of grandeur and iniquity; a striking and precursive 
sign of the justice with which he was threatened, on his entrance 
to another life, who had founded his power upon rapine, and 
upon the extermination and mourning of nation& This 
William, conqueror of a great kingdom, and raviaher of im
mense domains in a foreign country, only obtained by pity a 
grave in his own native land : the assistants at ·his funeml 
were obliged to pay down the money for it upon his coffin
lid. Not one of his three sons rendered him the last duties ; 
but they immediately commenced a furious war for his heri
tage. William Rufus BUcceeded him in England, and after
'va.rds got possession of Normandy, whilst Robert was fight
ing in Palestine. 

The death of the redoubtable William was a great subject 
of.joy for Philip, and allowed him leisure and impunity to 
continue his indolent and scandalous career. He had 
espoused Bertha, daughter of the count of Holland ; he grew 
tired of her, and shut her up in a convent ; then he carried 
off Bertrade, wife of Foulque le Rechin, count of Anjou, and 
married her. Pope Urban ordered this marriage to be dis
solved, and upon Philip's refusal, a council held at Autun. 
1094, pronounced sentence of excommunication upon him. 
Philip submitted to being from that time deprived of the 
external marks of royalty ; he was afllicted with painful in
firmities, in which he recognised the chastisements of God ; 
and in 1100 he associated his son Louis with him on the 
throne, and no longer reigned but by name. A horrible fear 
Qf hell got possession of his mind ; he renounced, from 
humility, being buried in the royal tomb of ~he king; at St. 
Denis, and died in 1108, in the habit ofl iieBeheQ)OOn'e monk. 
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CHAPTER III. 

P..eigus of Lolli& VI. and Louis VII. 1108-1179. 

LOUIS VI. 

THE reign of Philip L and his immediate predecessors bad 
been nothing but one long anarchy : nevertheless, France 
had not remained stationary ; towards the end of the 
eleventh century it had made great progress. The cities 
were more numerous, more populous, more industrious ; the 
citizens began to obtain their freedom, and defended their 
liberties with arms ; the French language and French poetry 
were born ; the clergy favoured with their most earnest 
~ft"orts the progress of scientific and literary instruction ; and 
they loaded with wealth, and raised to the highest dignities, 
all who distinguished themselves by their attainments; but 
they gave a narrow and false direction to studies, which con
sisted principally of idle and subtle discussions upon logic 
and theology. 

The early Capetian kings remained strangers and almost 
indifferent to the progress of France under their reign, and, 
out of it, had exercised no personal influence. Louis VI., 
named at first l' E'IJeiJ,le, then le Groa, and afterwards le 
JJmailleu;r, understood the spirit of his times better : he was 
the first knight of his kingdom, and it was helm on head 
and lance in hand that he sought and obtained the esteem 
of all 

His states, almost confined to the cities of Paris, Orleans, 
Etampes, :Melun, Compi~e and their territories, were 
bounded on the porth by those of Robert the Jeroslymitan, 
count of.Flanders, and on the east by the states of Hugh I., 
count of Champagne. The domains of. Thibaut, count of 
Meanx, of Chartres, and of Blois, and those of Foulque V., 
count of Anjou and Touraine, pressed in upon this feeble 
kingdom of France, which was surrounded on the west side · 
by the vast possessions of Henry I., son of William the Con
queror, king of England and duke of Normandy. Louis had 
to contend, during the whole of his life, with his powerful 
neighbours, the most formidable of whom was Henry I. 
After a. first struggle, without any important result, for the 
~e of Gisors,. ~e emb~ced, against He~1" t~ ":.Q.~fiiR ·[!: of 
1lis nephew, William Clinton, son of Robert tJh'urt.e.'-Heuse, 
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dispossessed, as well as his father, of the duchy of Normandy. 
Louis VI. was conquered at the battle of Brenneville, fought 
in 1119. 

He immediately made an appeal to the militias of the 
cities and the Church, and found them disposed to second 
him; the bishops ordered the curates to arm their parishioners, 
and these, led by their pastors, ranged themselves under 
the royal standard, entered Normandy with Louis VL, and 
committed great ravages. A council, at which the pope, 
Calixtus ll, presided, was aaBembled at Reims, with an in
tention of putting an end to this ruinous war ; Louis pre
sented himself before the assembly, and exposed his griefs. 
The conditions of the peace were regulated by this council ; 
and Henry was left; in possession of Normandy, for which 
his son rendered homage to the king of France. 

In addition to this important war, Louis le Gros wu 
doomed to a perpetual struggle with tlie nobles of his king
dom, and, among others, with Thomas de Maries, BOD. of En
guerrand de Couey. They infested the roads of Orleans and 
Paris, like brigands, pillaged the villages, and robbed travelling 
traders. The king, by force of arms, reduced many of them 
to obedience, or, at least, diminished their means of doing 
wrong, and procured public safety in his states; but such 
was then the weakness of ~ king of France, that Philip L 
had during the whole of his life vainly attempted to make 
himself master of the tm.Dm" of the Sieur de Montlhery, at 
six leagues from the capital. This noble was guilty of open 
brigandage, and was generally feared : Louis le Gros con
quered him in his stronghold, and, by exchange, united this 
lordship with his own dominions. 

The king associated his eldest son Philip with him in the 
thron~ This young prince gave brilliant hopes : he perished, 
however, by accident, and the king substituted for him his 
second son Louis, surnamed the Young. He afterwards 
continued an unsuccessful war against Henry L till the 
death of that prince, in 1135. A sanguinary contest for the 
succession of the English monarchy was carried on between 
Stephen of Boulogne, his nephew, and his daughter Matilda, 
widow of the emperor Henry V., and wife, by a second 
marriage, of Geoffrey Plantagenet, count of Anjou, the 
source of the celebrated house of Plantagenet, which reigned 
so long over England. William X., the powerful duke of 
Aquitaine and count of Poitou, supported th~--:preteM!ons of 
Geoffrey, and, with him, laid Normandf'lWilSte"~lire and 
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sword : both left the country lo&ded with the maledictions of 
ihe people. William, penetrated with remorse, undertook a. 
pilgrimage to the shrine of St. James of Compostello, in Spain, 
and offered his daughter Eleanor to Louis VII. This alliance 
promised to double the domains of the king, who hastened 
to conclude it : he sent his son with a brilliant train into 
Aquitaine, and the marriage was celebrated between two 
funeral pomps, that of William X., who died on his pil
grimage, and that of Louis le Gros, which took place in the 
8811le year, 1137. 

We may perceive in this reign, particularly after the 
battle of Brenneville, an appearance of an alliance between 
the king and the Church, and the king and the commonalty 
of the kingdom. The support of the king was neceesary for 
the Church, and for the nascent municipalities in the struggle 
agaiDBt the oppression of the feudal nobility ; it is to this 
oommunity of interests that the kings of France owed, in a 
great degree, at first, the conservation of their crown, and 
afterwards their preponderance and their conquests. The 
aa.nction given by Louis VL io the enfranchisement of several 
oommunes illustra~ his reign ; nevertheless, he only legiti
maied accomplished revolutions ; he never exerted himself so 
fBr as to redeem vassals from the obedience due to their 
lords : he almost always sanctioned, for a pecuniary compen
sation, arrangements or treaties of peace entered into by the 
nobles and the cit~ ; he was neither the founder of the 
liberties of the people, nor the enemy of the privileges of the 
nobility. An illustrious man, Abbot Suger, at this period 
acquired a great reputation as a statesman of political ability, 
and as a profound scholar ; he obtained, by merit alone, the 
abbacy of St. Denis, the sanctuary of the first patron of the 
kingdom. "M onfdaie et St. Denis" was for ages the battle-cry 
of the French; the banner under which the vassals of the 
abbey fought became the national standard. Louis le Groe 
and his succesaors went devoutly to take it from the altar 
when they set out on an expedition, and brought it back 
with great pomp at the end of the war : it was called the 
urijlatT»ne, because the staff was covered with ·gold, and the 
outward edge of the stuft' of the flag was cut in the shape of 
fiames. 

The schools of Paris acquired groeat celebrity during this 
nrign. It was the epoch of the famous quarrels between the 
phil0110phical sects of the reali8ts and the '1W'11&inalists. The 
first admitted no reality but in that whi'c1terlfu yotJah<ed 
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universals, that is to say, general ideas, colkctive btings, and 
attached themselves to the Platonic philosophy ; the second 
saw in univer8als nothing but words, names, simple abstrac-. 
tions of the mind, and chose Aristotle as their leader. These 
two sects had for chiefs men of great renown. Rosoelin of 
Compi~gne maintained with great reputation, in the twelfth 
century, the doctrine of the 'MfTI,inals, whilst his realist 
adversary, William de Champeaux, directed the school of the 
cloister of Notre Dame, at Paris. At this time appeared 
the Breton Abelard, as celebrated by his unfortunate love 
for Heloise as by his knowledge and his immortal genius. 
A profound logician, without a rival in dialectics, and of 
wonderful eloquence, Abelard shone in the highest rank 
among the nominalists. His prodigious success in philosophy 
did not at all shake his religious and Christian faith ; but he 
was desirous of submitting the Catholic dogma to analysis, 
and strengthening it by reason. His principles on various 
points of theology, among others, upon.free will, appeared to 
be opposed to the decisions of the councils, and he was con
demned, in the first instance, by the Council of Soissons, for 
having taught without the previous approbation of the pope 
and the Church. Abelard returned to the solitary Landu 

·of Champagne, where he built with his own hands an oratory 
of stubble and reeds, which afterwards became the oele• 
brated abbey of the Pamclete. His disciples, among whom 
was the illustrious Arnold of Brescia, discovered his retreat ; 
they flocked to him from all parts ; they braved the austeri
ties of the desert to follow their master, to hear his word, to 
pray and meditate with him. Persecuted, condemned afresh, 
Abelard sought a more secure retreat in the abbey of St. 
Gildas, in Brittany ; then, all at once, braving his enemies, 
he reappeared with greater splendour than ever at Paris, 
whither his reputation attracted an immense number of 
students from all parts of Europe ; his books flew from 
hand to baud, his doctrines were spread from the ca.pital to 
the extremities of the kingdom, his glory was at its height, 
when a redoubtable antagonist struck him down with the thun
ders of the irritated Church. This man was St. Bernard, the 
founder of the celebrated abbey of Olai'I"'IX1AI.X; an illustrious 
enthusiast, who ca.rried monkish austerities to the most un
heard-of rigour, living a life rather ecstatic than terrestrial, 
bearing in a weak frame, extenuated by vigils and abstinence, 
an incomparable vigour ot soul ; supportin~his words and 
acts with an authority derived from 8' '9C()nvrcli?>g~ a holy 
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mission and a supernatural inspiration ; no man, in an age 
when the faith of nations was so strong and their reaaon so 
weak, . exercised more influence over his contemporaries. 
The pope, the emperor, kings, bishops, peoples, all bowed to 
the authority of his genius : at one time he extinguished 
a schism, or drew up, in the depths of his cell, the constitu
tion of a religious order ; at another, directing at will the 
swords of kings, he ordered their anuies to the east or the 
south, according to the interests of the Church. His WO'I'd, 
it was said, tOtW as a law of firs which issued from Ma mou!k, 
and nothing was talked of but the miraculous cures that 
accompanied his footsteps. This prodigious man taxed with 
pride every attempt of reason to. fathom mysteries; he 
became violently irritated with Abelard for explaining inex
plicable dogmas, and cried out in the bitterness of his soul : 
"Tiley aT8 B«WChing to th£ wry entrails tM 88Cret8 of God." 
A new council was assembled at Sens, and the two great 
rivals appeared there in the presence of the king, the nobles, 
and the bishops ; but Abelard, doubtless foreseeing that the 
discussion would not be free, declined the solemn debate, and 
referred the matter to the pope : he was condemned to 
seclusion in a convent to the end of his days. Then, bowing 
hia head, he confessed himself conquered, and concealed his 
existence in the monastery of Cluny ; he tenuinated it in 
11 ~2, in a priory near Chalons, where he died reconciled 
with St. Bernard. He had a. more powerful adversary than 
even this great man to contend with. Abelard struggled, 
during the whole of his life, against the dominant spirit of 
his age, which regarded as a culpable insurrection every effort 
of human reason that was not authorized by the Church. 
The genius which animated him survived him ; but several 
centuries passed away before a part of Europe ventured to 
proclaim and admit the great principle of which Abelard 
was unable to procure the triumph-liberty of examination 
and discussion in matters of conscience and faith. 

LOUIS VII. 

Louis VII., called le Jeune, announced on ascending the 
throne a character as warlike 88 that of his father. He sup
ported Geoffrey Pla.ntagenet against his competitor Stephen, 
and assisted him in conquering Normandy, for which Geoffrey 
paid him homage. England was left to Stephen, with his 
~tion ?f ~ con~nt 88 h~ir to ~ cro?,: Louis 
nwt.mined Wlthin the limits of the:t.r dutieS''both't-h ~glres 

H 
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and the clergy : he opposed the 11S11l"p&tions of Pope Inno
cent II., and refused to acknowledge the archbiahop of 
Bourges, elected by that pontifi; who thereupon placed under 
an interdict every place at which the monarch should reside. 
Louis VII. was the fourth Capetian king thus struck by the 
thunders of the Church. No family bad shown more defel.... 
ence towards the court of Rome, and none had been tleaiied 
with more rigour. 

The most memorable event of this reign was the seoolld 
~e, preached with immense suocess by St. Bernard, 
abbot of Clairvaux, and commanded by the king in penon. 
Louis fancied he had a great crime to expiate : in a war with. 
Thibaut, count of CbampagDe, his soldiers had set fire to the 
church of Vitry, and thirteen hundred persons perisbecl in 
the flames. Terrified at this disaster, he demanded absolu
tion of the pope, and only obtained it of Celestine ll., the 
successor of Innocent. This was not enough to rest.ore calm 
to his conscience. Edessa, in Palestine, had yielded to the 
arms of the sultan Zinghi ; nothing was talked of in 
Christendom but the fall of this famous city, and of the mas
sacre of ita inhabitants ; and from all parts aroee cries of fury 
and vengeance. Franoe was :first roused by the voice of 
St. Bernard, and communicated the movement to Europe. 
Louis VII. &SIIUUI.ed the cross; he asked pemrisaian to set 
out, of Suger, abbot of St. Denis, from whom he held 
V exin in fi~ and received the oriflamme from his hands. 
He confided the regency of his kingdom to this great and 
good man, who ·may be said to have been constrained to 
sanction the expedition, and set forward at the head of a 
hundred thousand French. Here ended his reputa.tiou as a 
king or a knight. Conrad, emperor of Germany, had pre
ceded him with an army quite as formidable. Greek guides 
betrayed him in Asia Minor, and his troops were sarprised 
and destroyed in the defiles of Lycaonia. : Louis VII. 
gathered together the wrecks of this army, but lost more 
than half of his own in the mountains of Laodicea.. He in 
vain attempted numerous enterprises; every one of them was 
marked with failure : at length the whole expedition of 
Louis VII. was resolved, as far as the king was concerned, 
into a devout pilgrimage to the Holy Sepulchre. He re
turned into Europe with the crusade princes, bringing back 
only a few soldiers-his entire army was annihilated. In all 
these surprising, ~d, to ~ unaccountab~e ent-e~~ such 
was the case; &mldst perils of sea, and 'un~nlro'rlt!ilfut from 
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enemies and rivals, many of the leaders got back to Europe ; 
but scarcely any of the common or foot-soldiers ever regained 
their homes. 

The deplorable resqlt of this crusade deprived Louis of 
all his popularity ; his character even appeared weakened by 
iS, and from that time he exhibited more of the monk, than 
the king. Queen Eleanor, & high-spirited woman, who had 
accompanied him to the Holy land, and had there added to 
his di8oomforts by the freedom of her conduct, became indig
nant ai his increasing imbecility; she despised him, and 
procured a dissolution of their marriage under the pretext 
of relationship. She soon after gave her hand to Henry 
Plantagenet, heir of the sceptre of England, and brought 
with her, as dowry, Aquitaine, of which this fatal divorce 
deprived France. Louis VIL tremblingly beheld half of 
his statee p&l!lll over to his rival, and in vain tried every meaD.I 
to crea.te an obstacle to this marriage. The new husband of 
Eleanor succeeded Stephen on the English throne, and 
became the celebrated Henry IL He subdued Ireland, 
threatened Scotland, and was also the most redoubtable and 
powerful of the sovereigns of the continent, as poeseasor of 
Anjou, Maine, Touraine, Poitou, Aquitaine, and Normandy. 
He at first treated Louis with much consideration, and 
1IIIited his son, eeven years of age, with the daughter of 
Louis, still in the cradle. War broke out on the subject of 
the dowry of this princees, and, all at once, Louis met with a 
powerful &uxili8l"J in the English clergy, rouaed against 
Henry II. by the fiunous Thomas a Becket, archbishop of 
Canterbury. This prelate, at first a courtier, then chancellor 
of the king of England, and designated by him, as his crea
ture, to occupy the highest epil!copal seat of his kingdom, 
acaroely found himself aa.fely placed thereon than he forgot 
his obligations towards Henry, and abandoned the pleasures 
of the court for the austere duties which he regarded as in
aeparable from his new situation. He took in hand that which 
Gregory VII. had maintained to the period of his death,
apiritua.l authority against temporal authority ; and while 
Pope Alexander III. was contending with great difficulty 
against the anti-pope Victor, and the powerful Frederick: Bar
barossa, emperor of Germany, Becket constituted himself, in 
the West, the most intrepid champion of the Church, of which 
Henry II., by the edict of Clarendon, had violated the privi
leges, in suppressing ecclesiastical tribunals and bemfi.J, of 
dtrgy. These privileges gave rise to pt" bJb~ll,~d 
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secured impunity to many of the guilty ; but such were the 
barbarous ignorance and odious venality of the public tri
bunals of the twelfth centmy, that the ecclesiastical juris
diction alone inspired any confidence in the people, and the 
least heavy yoke was still that of the Church. Becket, pur
sued,by the resentment of Henry IL, took refuge in France, 
where Louis welcomed him with great favour, and the war 
between the two kings was carried on in the most disastrous 
manner for their people. Thomas A Becket returned into 
England, and the exasperated Henry one day exclaimed, in 
a transport of rage, " Will none of the cowards I support 
deliver me from this priest 1 " These words were heard ; 
and four knights, devoted to the king, assassinated Becket at 
the foot of the altar. 

A cry of malediction immediately arose from the whole 
Church against the homicide monarch, and the canonized 
prelate became more fatal to Henry II. after his death than 
he had been during his life. Every one withdrew with hor
ror from the king, who, to appease public clamour, submitted 
to a humiliating penance. The most redoubtable prince of 
Christendom was seen imploring pardon, fasting and bare
footed, during forty-eight hours, in· the cathedral in which the 
murder had been committed, and submitting to be beaten 
with rods, by the clergy, the monks, and the choristers of that 
church. 

Henry II. enjoyed no happiness afterwards; his wife 
Eleanor, irritated by his infidelities, excited his three sons to 
revolt, and, according to the shameful custom of the times, 
Louis VII. supported them in their impious war. They 
paid homage to him for Normandy, Aquita.ine, and Brittany, 
but were conquered by their father : the two kings became 
reconciled. Louis VII. caused his son Philip Augustus to 
be crowned, and performed a pilgrim&eae to the tomb of 
St. Thomas A Becket : he at length died, leaving the repu
tation of a devout king, full of respect for the holy orders, 
and of mildness towards his subjects, but entirely destitute 
of greatness-or political ability. He lived too long for his 
own glory or the prosperity of France, which lost in the 
second half of his reign the provinces acquired in the first 
part by his marriage, and which were only definitively reco
vered after ages of conflicts and disasters. 

During the reign of this king, Frederick Barbarossa com
menced a furious contest with the cities of Lo~bardy, which, 
for a. long time, inundated 'Italy witho hlood}-a.IU~~eakened 
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the imperial power by increasing the influence of the sove
reign pontiffs. This famous war is known in history as the 
war of the Guelphs and the Ghibelines ; the latter were 
supported by the emperor, the former were of the pope's 
party, and fought for the independence of the Lombard 
cities. The popes then contended for the liberty of the 
peoples against the despotism of kings and of the feudal 
~-

CHAPTER IV. 

Beigns of Philip Augustus, and of Louis VIII. 1179-1226. 

PWLIP IL 

WHD' Philip II., surnamed Augustus, mounted the throne, 
the territory of:i' ch France is at present formed was held 
almost entirely werful monarchs. Most of the pro-
nncea, at first in dent, had recognised the suzerainty of 
a monarch ; th of the west in a great measure obeyed 
\he king of England ; those of the east, the emperor of Ger
many ; and those of the north, the king of France ; Pro
vence and a part of Languedoc, were fiefs of the king of 
Arragon. Philip saw all these rival crowns eclipsed by his 
own, and it was his glory to have been the first of his race 
who caused his influence to be felt from the Scheid to the 
Mediterranean, and from the Rhine to the ocean. Great 
events·marked the course of his reign : these were the third 
and fourth crusades ; the sudden increase of the monarchical 
power by the confiscation of the continental provinces of the 
king of England, and the destruction of the Albigeois, or 
heretics of languedoc and Provence. 

Before the age of fifteen years, this king signalized his 
accession to the throne by a frightful persecution of the 
Jews, whom he plundered and drove from his kingdom ; he 
proved still more cruel to a sect of heretics called Paterins, 
whom he condemned to the flames. Blasphemers found in 
him a pitiless judge; the rich were torced to pay a fine of 
twenty golden sons ; the poor were cast into the river. A 
aeries of battles and negotiations with the great vassals of 
the crown occupied the early years of this reign. Philip 
married the daughter of the count of Flanders, and obtained 
by ~ marriage the city of Amiens and ~he ba¢er of1 ~he 
Somme, eo important to the defence of h~'stli.Ws;'~liich 
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be afterwards added the cities of Mans and Tours ; he ex
hibited his skilful policy by employing culpable means in 
fomenting civil wars among his neighbours, and by exciting, 
till the death of Henry IL, the sons of that mona.rch to 
rebel against their father. :Ienry died of grief; at Cbinon, 
after having signed a humiliating treaty with Philip Augus
tus and his son Richard, and learnt the revolt of John, his 
third son. Richard succeeded him on the throne of Eng
land, and merited by his rash, impetuous valour, the surname 
of Coour-de-Lion. 

The kingdom of J ernsalem at this period experienced 
great disasters. Yielding to the effects of the climate and 
the manners of the East, the Christians residing there had 
the appearance of a degenerated race. Most of their leaders 
had brought their misfortunes upon themselves by believing 
themselves exempt from keeping faith with infidels, forget
ting, or rather being ignorant, that the best proof o~ the supe
riority of a religion consists in respect for virtue and truth. 
Guy of Lusignan was then king of Jerusalem, and Saladin, 
surnamed the great, ruled over the Saracens in Egypt and 
Syria. Christian Europe was moved a third time ; but 
before the arrival of the Crusaders in the East, Lusignan had 
allowed himself to be conquered, Saladin had gained the 
celebrated battle of Tiberias, and Jerusalem and its king 
had fallen into the power of the conqueror. This terrible 
news filled Christendom with consternation and mourning ; a 
formidable expedition wa8 prepared ; the three greatest sove
reigns of Europe-Frederick Barba.rossa, emperor of Germany, 
Richard, king of England, and Philip, king of France,-took 
the cross, and each led a nwnerous army into Palestine. 
The effects responded but very ill to st1ch great preparations : 
Frederick, before reaching the Holy Land, was drowned in 
crossing the river Selef; near Seleucia ; Philip and Richard 
quarrelled at the siege of St. Jean d'Acre; the first was 
jealous of the amazing exploits of his rival ; the second was 
indignant and angry at the superiority which Philip affected 
towards him as his suzerain lord, and endured very im
patiently the feudal yoke. The king of France returned to 
his kingdom, leaving part of his army under the orders oi 
Richard, and swearing, on quitting him, not to undertake 
anything against him, but to defend his states as if they 
were his own. Richard pursued his heroic career in Pales
tine; he gained brilliant but fruitless victorie;~and ff.tigued 
the Crusaders, who, murmuring and dissatisfied-l!t<fiDM long 
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abeence from their homes, at length forced him to quit the 
Holy Land. Saladin offered the Christians peaceful posses
sion of the plains of Judea, and the liberty of coming u 
pilgrims to Jerusalem: Richal-d treated with him on these 
conditions, and embarked for Europe. He landed in AtlBtria, 
upon Ule territories of Duke Leopold, his mortal enemy, who 
gave him up to . the emperor Henry VI., whose hatred 
Bicbard had excited ; Henry imprisoned him closely in the 
euUe of DiemateiD, and immediately informed the king or 
Prance of the circumstance. 

Philip had returned to his dominions full of animosity 
apinst the king of England. His first care had been to ad
dress the pope, in order to be freed from the oath he had 
.en : upon the refusal of the pontifi; and after learning the 
~ of his rival, Philip, impatient to violate his faith, 
looked about for som.e pions compensation for his breach of 
ilith. Before he attacked the states of his brother in arms, 
he caused eighty Jews to be cast into the flames before his 
eyes, and, flattering himself he had thns compounded with 
Heaven, he then began the war. Richard was, at the same 
time, betrayed by his brother John, who aeized upon part of 
his sta.tes, and, in conjunction with Philip, offered enormous 
smns to the emperor to detain the English monarch prisoner. 
Bu.~ the captivity of this prince, the hero of the crusade, 
exci1;ed the indignation of all Europe, and the expression of 
public feeling constrained Henry VL to restore him to 
liberty ; but not without exacting enormous aacri.fices. He 
required of him, in a diet of the empire, homage as to his 
mzerain, and released him after ruining him by the exorbi
tant ransom he insisted upon. Richa.rd returned unex
pectedly to his dominions, quickly reduced his brother to sub
mission, and avenged himself on Philip by allying himself 
with the powerful counts hia enemies. The war was carried 
on by these two rivals with various succeu; they at length 
signed a truce for five years, and Richard was shortly after
wards killed at the siege of the petty fortress of Chaluz
Chabrol, in Poitou (1199). 

John, Hemy H.'s last son, seized the crown of England, 
and Philip, in opposition to him. supported the jtlBt preten
sions of his nephew, Arthur of Brittany : this young prince 
promised Philip homage for all his possessions in France, and 
yielded Normandy ~o him. A sanguinary war ensned, in 
which Arthur and his knights were taken prisoDjl.fB by }Gng 
lohn, and died assaBSinated. It is said othatoy~~ re-
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paired by night to the castle of Rauen, where he held him 
captive, and after having in vain endeavoured, by promises 
9.nd threats, to induce him to give up his claims, he plunged 
his sword into him, fastened a heavy stone to his body, and, 
with his own hands, precipitated it into the river. This 
frightful crime excited universal indignation, and its chastise
ment proved beneficial to France. It produced a measure 
which was serviceable to the interests of the crown, as well 
by its immediate results, as by the idea it gave of the power 
of the French monarch, and of the dependence of his great 
vassals. John, king of England, vassal of the crown, was 
cited by Philip, his suzerain, before his peers, to answer, 
among other principal accusations, for the murder of his 
nephew Arthur. He did not dispute the jurisdiction, but 
dreading the sentence of the tribunal, he did not appear : 
the court of peers condemned him to death as contumacious; 
Normandy, and all the lands he held in fief of France, 
were declared confiscated, and acquired by the king, as re
verting to the crown. This reunion did not, however, take 
place without numerous confiicts and a horrible effusion of 
blood. In this war John was his own principal enemy. His 
cruelties, exactions, and avarice disgusted and roused his 
people against him ; he attacked the clergy in their property, 
and was consequently excommunicated; and Pope Inno
cent ill. offered his states to Philip, who collected an army 
and meditated a descent upon England. John, alarmed at 
the threatened storm, became as humble to the Church as he 
had been insolent ; he submitted to the pope, and paid him 
homage for his crown. Philip then marched against him in 
virtue of the pontifical sentence; but the baseness of John 
had changed the views of the Holy See, they had been for 
Philip, but they were now in favour of the king of England. 
Pandulph, the legate of the Roman pontift; went into France, 
and forbade Philip to cross the sea ; then, to calm his indig
nation, he directed his attention to the county of Flanders, 
as a rich prey promised to his army, which would be quite 
compensated for their disappointment by the plunder of so 
many opulent cities : Flanders was to pay for England. 
This advice was followed : q.ncient bickerings and grief 
divided Ferrand, count of this province, and Philip ; the 
king was determined to obtain satisfaction. Ferrand hastened 
to conclude a treaty· with John, king of England, and with 
his relation, Otho of Germany. The French army met that 
of the enemy between Lille and Tou~ei b~t battle 
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was fought at the Bridge of Bouvines. The emperor and 
\he king of Fran~ commanded in person, and the latter 
gained a brilliant victory. Five counts, among whom wa.s 
Ferrand of Flanders, fell into his hands. The communes of 
fifteen French cities sent their militias to this battle, and 
they rivalled the knights in their exploits and glory. Philip 
was received in Paris amidst the acclamations of his people, 
and the gloriollf! battle of Bouvines, in which he vanquished 
three sovereigns, greatly raised the consideration and renown 
of the Capetian dynasty in the eyes ofEurope. 

John had never contemplated, when laying his kingdom. 
u the foot of the Church, to make any sacrifice of his criminal 
passions. He rendered himself so odious and contemptible, 
that his barons formed a league against him, and forced him, 
arms in hand, on the 15th of June, 1215, to sign the charter 
which became the basis of the liberties of the English nation, 
and which is known under the name of the great charter of 
England. The king, by it, engaged not to despoil widows 
and minors confided to his guardianship, never to levy taxes 
without the consent of the Great Council, and never to im
prison, mutilate, or condemn to death freeholders, merchan.ts, 
or peasants, without the sentence of twelve of their peers. 
These clauses appeared intolerable to the despotic king, and 
he only swore to the observance of them, in the hope of 
being released by the pope ; which, in fact, he soon was ; and 
the barons then offered the crown to Louis of France, son of 
Philip Augustus. This prince, in spite of the wish of his. 
father and the prohibition of the pope, whose legate excom
municated him, passed over into England, where he was re
ceived with open arms by the barons, and took possession of 
part of the kingdom : but at this critical period John died, 
and his partisans immediately proclaimed his son Henry king. 
The English people embraced the cause of this child, partly
from habitual feelings towards the descendant of their kings, 
but more from their dislike and dread ofa foreign yoke; andr. 
Louis, abandoned by those who had invited him over, re
turned into France, after having contributed to the estab-
lishment of the liberties of England upon more solid bases. 

Philip Augustus experienced, in excommunication, the 
common fate of almost all his race. It was inflicted upon 
him in consequence of his third marriage with Agnes de 
Meran, during the lifetime of his second wife, Ingeberga of 
Denmark. & endeavoured to resist, but all his(~llljions 
were struck by the interdict; the people 8f 'hiS' S£~Q8,fere 
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not allowed to marry, to communicate, or to bury their dead; 
they were seized with terror, and the king, in the end, was 
forced to submit, much more from necessity than either 
scruple concerning the offence or respect for his judge. 

A fourth crnsade took place during this reign. It was 
preached by the enthusiast, Foulque of N euilly. The pow
erful counts of Flanders and Champagne set the example 
and were crossed ; they were followed by the Dampiers, the 
Montmorencys, the famous Simon de Montfort, and a crowd 
of nobles from the north of France, to whom the V eneti&ns 
supplied fifty galleys for the transporting of the army. The 
marquis of Montferrat and the count of Flanders were the 
ostensible leaders of this expedition, but which was, in reality, 
directed by the old blind doge Dandolo. Under the pre
text of obtaining the price of their transport, he led the 
crusaders to the conquest of Zora, the capital of Dalmatia, 
of which he took possession in the name of the Venetian re
public; then, availing himself of a civil war which desolated 
the Byzantine empire, and of the promises of a young Greek 
prince, who came to the camp of the crusaders and implored 
th!lir aid to re-establish his father, Isaac Comnenus, on the 
throne, Dandolo pointed out Constantinople to them u a 
rich prey, easy to be seized, and induced them to commence 
the crusade by that conquest. In vain the pope threw ob
stacles in the way of this adventurous expedition ; in vain a 
great number of the crusaders separated themselves from the 
main body and went directly to Palestine, Dandolo led the 
army upon Constantinople, which disputed with V eraice the 
empire of the sea. The crusaders took this famotll!l ca.pi.tal 
twice ; and the second time, the imperial family of Bjza.n
tium was deposed by them, the empire shared among them, 
divided into fiefs, and Baldwin, count of Flanders, descended 
from Charlemagne, was elected emperor of Constantinople. 
The Venetians required, as their part, three of the eight 
quarters of the city, and obtained, besides, most of the islands 
and the sea-board of the empire ; the marquis of Montferraa 
had the kingdom of Thessalonica ; the Morea became a prin
cipality, and the territory of Athens a feudal duchy. 

Whatever was the importance of this great event, that 
which most deeply agitated Europe during the reign of 
Philip Augustus, was the war of the Albigeois, or the cru· 
sade undertaken against the sectaries of the south. These 
were found in great numbers in Provence, OatalolPa, and 
particularly in Languedoc, counties that''w~~ti:W~Wl fiefs 
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ci. tile crown of Arragon. The inhabitants of theee provinces 
were industrious, ingenious, addicted to commerce, to the 
arta, and to poetry ; their numerous and flourishing cities 
were governed by consWs, with forms very closely approach
iDg to republican. .All at once this beautiful region was 
given up to the furies of fanaticism, its cities were ruined, its 
arts and its commerce destroyed, and its language degraded 
back into barbarism. The p:resching of the first religious 
rebm gave birth to the devastation of these rich C01Dltries. 
The clergy were not there distinguished as in France and the 
oorihem provinces, by their ardour to gather knowledge them
selves, and to spread it among the people ; they signalized 
themaelves by great disorders, and every day sunk into 
deeper contempt. The need of reform had been long felt by 
t.he ~ populations, and several active reformers had 
aJre.dy appeared ; for some time associations had been 
formed, whose aim was to purify the morals and the doctrines 
« ~ Church ; these were the Paterins, the Catha.riDs, and 
the Poor of LyODS, and moat of them had obtained the 
saneUol1 of the popes, who considered them as so many 
orders of moob, fit to rouse and keep alive public fervour. 
Em; Ute reforms which were operated extended gradually, 
dogmas even were atmcked, priests were insulted by the 
people, and the domains of the church were invaded. Such 
was the state of things when the famous Innocent III., at 
the age of thirty-nine, ascended the pontifical throne, in 
1198; he brought to it the talents of an ambitious man, 
and the energies of a violent and inflexible character. This 
pontifi; who dominated over Europe, by means of indul
pces and excommunications, watched for and punished 
erery free exercise of thought in religious matters ; he was 
the first to be sensible of all that the freedom of mind, 
which already degenerated into revolt, announced that was 
serious and menacing to the church of Rome ; he observed 
with inquietude md anger the new tendency of men's minds 
in Provence and Languedoc, and at once proscribed the 
reformers, the most numerous of whom, and who gave their 
name to all the others, were called Vaudois or .Albigeois. 
Some among them were Manicheans, that is to say, they 
admitted the two principles ; but the bulk of them, known 
1Dlder the name of Vaudois or .Albigeois, professed doctrines 
dift'ering but very little from those which, three centuries 
later, were preached by Luther. They denied transubst'r
tiation in the sacrament of the Eucharist, rej'e'Sfe'(I 'c~Iff~o'li, 
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and the sacraments of confirmation and marriage, and taxed 
the worship of images with idolatry. The principal focuses 
of reform were Toulouse, Beziers, and Carcassonne; Toulouse 
in particular, a vast, powerful, and industrious city, and which 
had as count, Raymond VL, the richest prince in Christen
dom ; his nephew, Raymond Roger, a young man full of 
ardour and courage, was viscount of Beziers : both of them. 
held their fiefs of the crown of Arragon, and, without 
breaking with Rome, they had favonred the new doctrinaries. 

Innocent III., impatient to stiile the heresy, at once sent 
inquisitors into the province of Narbonne, where they were 
badly received : the legate, Cardinal Peter Castelnau, BUO

ceeded them ; he excommunicated Raymond, who, terrified 
by the menaces of the Roman pon~ was forced to submit, 
and allow the persecutions. A gentleman, a v8811ll of the 
count, indignant at the humiliations of his suzerain, and at 
the ferocity of the legate, assassinated the latter, and by thia 
murder furnished an excuse for the pope to order a crusade 
to be preached against the states of Raymond VL and his 
nephew. The monks of Citeaux seconded the vengeance of 
Innocent ; they offered ample indulgences to all who would 
bear arms for forty days against the sectaries. These indul
gences promised to efface all sins committed since the birth 
of the crusaders, however enormous, or however numerous 
they might be. A multitude of English, French, and Qer.. 
mans, eager to gain heaven at so little expense, flocked too 
the standard of the pontifi: The immense preparations of 
the crusaders struck Raymond with terror ; weakened by 
age, and in no condition to offer a vigorous resistance, he 
submitted, and repaired to the abbot of Citeaux, the pope's 
new legate. The abbot allowed him to be reconciled to the 
Church, upon the hard conditions of :flagellating himself 
with rods at the foot of the altar, leading the columns of his 
enemies to the very centre of his states, and yielding up to· 
them his best and strongest castles. The young count of 
Beziers, the nephew of Raymond, indignant at the pusil
lanimous conduct of his uncle, declared war against him, and 
determined to bury himself and his knights under the ruins 
of his strong places, t"&ther than submit to such degrada
tion. The crusaders precipitated themselves in a mass upon 
his states, seized his castles, burnt all the men they found in 
them, violated the women, and massacred the children. They 
next threatened Beziers, and carried it by storm : a pro
digious number of the inhabitants of the surroundi:xur coun-

o191t1zed o~UU(Sl\....., 
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try had taken tefuge within the walls of that city ; the 
legate, upon being consulted by the conquering knights upon 
ihe fate of these unfortunate people, a part of whom only 
were heretics, pronmmced these execrable and never-to-be
forgotten words: "Kill them all! lcill them all/ God will 
~ and tak COII'e of his own I" A frightful massa
cre fullowed this reply, and the city was reduced to ·ashes. 
The army of the crusaders then advanced upon C81'C88SOnne, 
but were repulsed with loss by the viscount of Beziers. 
This young hero went to the legate to treat for peace, but 
was arrested with three hundred of his knights, notwith
standing a safe-conduct, in virtue of the maxim " that no (Yft8 

is bound to k«p faith with h.eretia 0'1' infolel&" The inhabit
ants of Carcassonne evacuated the city by subterranean pas
sages, unknown to the crusaders ; four hundred and fifty of 
them were, however, taken, and hung or burnt : the cru
saders themselves, sated with horrors, and loaded with plun
der, wished to retire at the end of their forty days. The 
legate made useless efforts to detain them, and gave up the 
whole of the conquered country, to the ferocious Simon de 
Montfort, together with the unfortunate viscount of Beziers, 
who was poisoned. 

One part only of the Albigeois had been subdued and de
stroyed by this first crusade : the states of the count of 
Toulouse still remained untouched, and it was against these 
that the monks of Citeaux preached fresh crusades through
out Europe, in the following years. In vain the unfortunate 
Raymond endeavoured to avert the storm; the council of 
Bt. Gilles imposed infamous conditions upon him, insisting 
upon his delivering up to the stake and the pile all whom 
the priests should denounce. Old Raymond then remem
bered his heroic nephew and the tens of thousands of 
slaughtered men whose blood cried for vengeance ; his indig
nation revived his virtue, and he prepared for war to the 
death. The crusaders arrived from all parts ; Simon de 
Montfort placed himself at their head, and signalized him
self by frightful cruelties : immense piles were prepared, the 
legate and Foulqnet, bishop of Toulouse, fed them with sus
pected Catholics as well as with heretics, and, according to 
the expression of the writers of the day, burnt tMm with an 
infinite joy. The fatal battle of Huret, fought in 1213, 
assured the triumph of the clergy : Don Pedro, king of 
Anagon, perished, the Albigeois were conquered, anJ 01feis 
4efeat was the mortal blow to their cause. o,g;,"ed by \JO " 
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The conquering executioners, after their victory, quarrelled 
over their spoils, and made war upon each other ; the people 
once more took courage, and Toulouse was again in arms; 
but Montfort made himself master of it by a horrible pieoe 
of treachery, devised and executed by Bishop Fou.lquet : 
the latter proposed to all the inhabitants, in the name of the 
God of peace, to go forth to meet De Montfort ; this atrocious 
commander received them at the head of his knights, arwl 
made pritoners of all. The war continued with various 
snccess : at length the whole of Languedoc rose as one man, 
and Montfort was killed before Toulouse, which he was be
sieging. Count Raymond was once more recallecl, and entered 
the city amidst the acclamations of his people ; but he 
shortly after died, and the pri6tltB refwed Ais body ~tift. 
His coffin remained for many years exposed outside the door 
of a church. His toleration was his principal crime in the 
eyes of his persecutors ; but a great part of his misfortUDeB 
must be attributed to the weakness of his character. Such 
were the most remarkable events of the war against the 
Albigeois ; but this was by no means the end ot the troubles 
of this fine country. The clergy would have wished, if pos
sible, to annihilate the very soil which had produced the 
reformers : the popes caused fresh ernsades to be preached 
against Raymond VII., son and successor of old Count Ray
mond, and frightful calamities were again inflicted upon 
these peoples. Their cities were destroyed, their country 
was laid waste, and at length, after twenty-two years of 
atrocities, when the beautiful language, the arts, and the 
industry, of these provinces had disappeared with the refor
mation, the executioners became weary of their odious work, 
and the war terminated under the following reign, to the 
great advantage of France. Raymond VII. yielded to this 
country a part of his states by the treaty of Paris, in 1229. 

Philip Augustus took no active part in this war of exter
mination. He, on the contrary, sought to repair the disas
ters of it. Whilst fanaticism was deluging the southern 
countries with blood, he extended his states and rendered 
them flourishing. The national assemblies were fallen into 
desuetude ; Philip called together his principal barons, to 
fonn his council and sanction his decrees. 

He conquered Normandy, Maine, Anjou, Touraine, and 
Poitou from the king of England, Picardy and Auvergne 
from the counts who were in possession of th~m, an~ further 
reunited Artois to his crown by a ma1Tia:ge">Wit!ll0_[11t;W1a of 
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Hainault. These acquisitions were as much the frtrit of ·his 
policy as of his valour. He made his great vassals bow 
before him, and, by his victories, obtained over them the 
mperiority which was accorded to him by public opinion in 
right of his royal title. The citation of King John to his 
iribanal, and the sentence pronounced against him, were 
mortal blows to the feudal aristocracy ; and the equilibrium 
fli the powers was broken. 

Philip Augustus employed all his life in wars, treaties, 
:retnrmations, laws concerning property, fiefs, the duties of 
11llll8ls and the rights of lords ; he was the first to introduce 
a regular order in these matters, which had, till his time, 
'heen abandoned to all the caprices of arbitration. The 
military art owed some progress to him, soldiers received 
~ pe.y ; and to defray this he established the first per
:maDeDt taxes. He equipped three maritime armaments, and 
was, in fact, the principal founder of the feudal monarchy. 
He obtained the respect of sovereigns and their peoples, and 
was the first amo~~g the kings of his raoe to show any energy 
when under the displeasure of the Holy See ; but his dis
putes with Rome did not render him unjust towards the 
Church, i1i being he who attached to it the privileges of the 
Univt:nity. This, in its origin, was the name given to a. 
meeting of men devoted to the study of the sciences ; most 
of its members being ecclesiastics. The university afterwards 
comprised all the students, who were divided, according to 
to their country, into several sections, entitled Sectiona of 
Fmnce, England, N ormtllnliy, OHUi Picardy. Paris then wit
Dellled. the institution of a number of colleges, many of 
which acquired great celebrity. All the schools were placed 
ederthe authority of the provost of Paris, and Philip Augus
tus confirmed a. bull of Pope Celestine Ill, by which the 
ICholars were exempted from the civil, and placed within the 
ecclesiastical jurisdiction. The university advanced rapidly 
under the double patronage of the Holy See and royalty; it 
was alone p<llli!Elll86d of the right to confer the grades of bache
lor, licentiate, and doctor in the various faculties of letters and 
the sciences, and although these franchises and privileges 
were often the source of great disorders, the university 
acquired a. high reputation, and became one of the powerful 
bodies of the state. By fur the greater number of the 
&Aldents then devoted themselves to the priesthood : the 
Church of France, at this period, sought with ( incredible 
erudition and patience for the scattered9''Son\ili?e'l\iJeof 
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ancient literature, and kept up a constant struggle against 
barbarism and ignorance. Philip well understood the great 
object of the IUU!Cent university ; he encouraged its studies 
with all his power, and was desirous that the abode of those 
who gave themselves up to them, should become an inviolable 
asylum. So many cares for an object of general interest 
did not divert his attention from details of secondary import
ance. Paris, in particular, owed several useful changes to 
him. All the streets of that capital were till that time, in 
Tlliny weather, nothing but infectious channels of mud and 
filth ; the chief of them were, by his order, paved and em
bellished. Philip enlarged the city, inclosed it within a 
belt of walls, constructed markets, and surrounded the 
cemetery of the Innocents with cloisters ; he built a paJace 
by the side of the great tower of the Louvre, and caused the 
cathedral, which had been begun before his time,. to be con
tinued. By his institutions and conquests, he fully merited 
and obtained the esteem of his contemporaries, and died at 
Nantes, in 1223, after a reign of forty-three years, leaving a 
moderate portion of his immense treasures to the priests and 
crusaders, and bestowiDg upon the poor much more consider
able gifts. 

LOUIS VIIL 

Louis VIII., son of Philip Augustus, only reigned three 
years : this prince was, on the female side, descended from 
Charlema.,ane, and appeared, in his person, to unite the rights• 
of the Carlovingian and the Capetian houses ; he had, in his 
father's lifetime, been acknowledged king of England by the 
barons opposed to King John, but was abandoned by his 
partisans, and forced to quit that country. He took Poitou 
from the English, and in concert with Simon de Montfort, 
co~nded the second crusade against the Albigeois. He 
only signalized his reign by this last expedition, which he 
undertook in order to complete the subjection of this unfo~ 
tunate population : all the principal cities opened their gates 
to him, and he was marching against Toulouse, when an 
epidemic fever attacked his army. He died at Montpensier, 
struck by this fatal malady, or, according to some aocounts, 
poisoned by Count Thibaut of Champagne, who was passion-

* By this link of the great chain, Queen Victoria may claim Charle
magne as one of her ancestors, Edward II. having lll&JTied Isabella o£ 
France.-Tra111. o;9;,;,ed by (;oog l e 
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ately in love with the queen, Blanche of Castille, whom 
l.Duis VJIL lefl; a widow, with five children of a tender age. 
The eldest of his sons was St. Louis. 

CHAPTER V. 

Reign of Louis IX., called Saint Louis. 1226-1270. 

LoUIS IX., justly revered under the name of Saint Louis, 
was only eleven years old at the death of his father, and the 
re&.e..B!<l' of the lringdom was disputed by Queen Blanche, his 
mother, and his uncle Philip Hwrepel, son of Philip Augustus 
and Agnes de Meran, whose marriage the Church had refused 
to recognise. A great number of nobles supported the 
pretensions of Philip, and Henry III. of England declared 
himself their head ; but the devotedness of the powerful 
Thibaut, count of Champagne, secured the advantage to the 
queen-mother, and determined a part of her opponents to 
snbmit. Blanche possessed a great, lofty, and Christian 
spirit ; she gave excellent masters to her children, and 
brought them up carefully in the fear of God. " My son,, 
aid she to the young king, "you know how dear you are to 
me, and yet I would rather see you dead at my feet, than 
ihat you should be guilty of a mortal sin., This pious 
queen also poeaeseed great political talents, and restrained 
with firmness the malcontent nobles, who had endeavoured 
to oppose the coronation of her son ; surprised by their 
troops, she called to her aid the citizens of Paris, who came 
in arms to her deliverance. It was Blanche who enabled 
France to derive advantage from the horrible wars of the 
Albigeois. The treaty of Paris, signed in 1229, secured a 
great part of the states of Count Raymond vn to the crown ; 
Ute poB868Bion of Lower Languedoc was secured to France. 
Toulouse received a French garrison ; that city and ita 
wunty were the dowry brought by Jane, daughter of Ray
mond, to the third son of Blanche. This queen afterwards 
enforced the obedience of the dukes of Brittany and Bur
gundy, in spite of the support afforded by Henry III. ; and 
a truce, which terminated this civil war, was signed at Saint 
Aubin du Cormier, between her, the barons, and her brother
in-law. 

Louis IX. at nineteen years of age, married Ma~ep~ 
.r4 Provence, who was only thirteen. Que~fi.';'Blabc1iPiP.... 

I 
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rated the young couple for six years, and even then was 
jealous of the influence of Marguerite over the king. The 
sister of that princess, a few years after, married the king of 
England, and Henry ill. thus became the brother-in-la.w of 
Louis IX. The picture presented by France from the treaty 
of Saint Aubin du Cormier to the majority of the king, is 
that of a general peace ; but Louis IX. had soon to contend 
with the great VBSSals and nobles, upon whom Philip 
Augustus, his grandfather, had already inflicted some heavy 
blows. The counts de la. Marche, of Foix and Toulouse, 
joined with Henry ill, who crossed the sea with aa army, 
and claimed the provinces taken from John IAokland. The 
English and their allies were conquered by Lolrls at the 
bridge of Taillebourg, and afterwards before the city of 
Saintes, which he united to the crown with a pa.tt of 
Saintonge, by the treaty of Bordeaux. The revolted nobles 
submitted, and Henry returned to England. 

At this period the whole East trembled at the expeotaticm 
of a fearful catastrophe. The Mogul Tartars were in motion, 
and their innumerable hordes issuing from upper ~ex
terminated everything in their palll&ge. Their van inwded 
the Holy Land, and gained a bloody victory over the 
Christians and Mussulmans, whom terror had 1lDited ; five 
hundred Templars were left upon the field of battle, and 
Jerusalem fell into the hands of the ferocious conqnerora. 
Saint Louis was sick and apparently dying when the aoccnmt 
of this disaster arrived in Europe. · As soon as he felt himself 
better, to the great astonishment of all, he oommanded that 
the red cross should be affixed to his bed and to his clothes, 
and he made a solemn vow to go and tight for the tomb of 
Christ. His mother and the priests themselves sapplicatecl 
him to renounce this fatal design, but it was in vain ; and 
scarcely was he oonvalescent, than he called his mother 81ld 
the bishop of Paris to his bedside, and said to them :
"Since you believe that I was not in my senses when I pro
nounced lDf vows, there is my cross, which I tear from my 
shoulders, I give it you back again ; but now you must be 
aware that I am in the full possession of my faculties; restore 
my cross to me then ; for He who knows all things, k:nOWB 
also, that not one morsel of food shall enter my mouth, until 
I have been again marked with his sign ! " "It is the band 
of God!" cried all who were present; "let His will be 
done!" 

The religious enthusiasm of Louis 0gre'ivY (;1t}P~ years, 
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and dominated in his mind over all other sentiments. It is 
in his conscience and not in his interests that we must search 
for the motive of all his actions : he united an enlightened 
reason to a tender, pure, and generous heart ; but his ardent 
faith was too often blind : a false scruple on his part caused 
the greatest misfortunes. Determined to lead an army to 
the Holy Land, he felt that 8 great part of the safety of 
that army must depend upon the route he should choose for 
it ; the most easy being that of Sicily, a country subjected 
to Frederick II. But this emperor had been excommuni
cated by the pope, his implacable enemy ; and Louis, after 
U!eless efforts to get him absolved, was afraid to stop in the 
states of a reprobated monarch, and resolved to direct his 
course towards Egypt by Cyprus, instead of going into 
Syria by the way of Sicily : this pious error proved the 
destruction of his enterprise. After having regulated all 
the affiUrs of his states, and committed the regency to the 
hands of his mother, Louis assumed the staff and scrip of a 
pilgrim, with the oriflamme, at St. Denis, and left Paris on 
the 12th of June, 1248, to embark at Aigues-Mortes, 8 city 
he had founded at great expense, in order to have a port 
upon the Mediterranean. 

The king sojourned for a year at Nicosia, the capital of 
the isle of Cyprus, and then set out for Egypt. When 
arrived within sight of Damietta, he leaped sword in hand 
into the sea at the head of his knights, repulsed the enemy, 
and took possession of that strong city and its immense 
resources. 

It then became important to march to Cairo, and subdue 
Egypt by a rapid invasion ; but the rising of the Nile 
alarmed the king, and he remained five months inactive in 
Damietta. He at length left that place, and arrived, without 
having taken due precautions, near Manaourah. The Turks 
1111rr0unded him on a burning plain, and launched upon his 
camp and his machines, flaming pitch, known under the 
name of the Greek fire. Louis, in this desperate situation, 
determined to make 8 violent effort, and gave the signal for 
battle. The count of Artois, his brother, rushed on impru
dently towards Manaonrah, and surprised the city ; but he 
was quickly enveloped, and killed with all the knights who 
had followed him : the king, who was unable to relieve 
him, fell back upon the camp of the Saracens, took po88eSSion 
of it, and prepared to def~nd it : his positi~9~heP,~~8()UQ ~ 
110 less dangerous than 1t had been before. J.Jiseas~P ancJ; 
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multiplied assaults carried off half his soldiers, and he him
self fell dangerously ill. He then commanded a retreat to 
Damietta, where he had left the queen with a strong garri
son. But the Turkiah galleys impeding his passage, he f9und 
himself completely without resources, and at length, with 
all his nobles and knights, became a prisoner to the Mussul
mans. A great many of his soldiers apostatized to avoid 
death, but he preserved, even in irons, and under atrocious 
insults and threats, the majesty of a king and the resigna
tion of a Christian. Queen Marguerite proved herself at 
Damietta worthy of her husband : upon learning the re
verses of the army, she trembled at the idea of falling into 
the hands of the Turks, and required of an old knight who 
never quitted.her, to grant her one grace, which was that of 
l'llilDing his sword through her rather than allow her to be 
taken by the Mussulmans : "I meant to do so, .Madam," re
plied the old warrior ; but Damietta was not taken by storm ; 
Marguerite held that place as a pledge for the safety of the 
king : it was promised, with four hundred thousand livres 
for the royal ransom ; and at this price Louis recovered his 
liberty. Most of his barons returned to France ; for him
self, he remained four years longer in Syria, employing his 
treasures in fortifying Tyre, Sidon, and all the other places 
of Palestine which belonged to the Christians. He called 
in vain upon the knights of Europe to come to him : very 
few presented themselves ; but before the news of his de
liverance was spread, a cmsade of a new kind was com
menced. The people had as much love for him as they 
entertained hatred for the nobles who oppressed them. A 
man on a sudden appeared, affirming to have received from 
the Virgin Mary a letter which he always held in one of his 
closed hands. "She commanded him," he said, " to collect 
all the Christian shepherds and herdsmen he could find, and 
to march at their head to procure the deliverance of the 
king ; victory was denied to the powerful, and promised to 
the weak and the humble." This man, though ignorant and 
uneducated, possessed a kind of eloquence ; very soon a mul
titude of shepherds followed his banners, and outlaws and 
brigands as quickly joined them. The priests excommuni
cated this undisciplined multitude, who avenged themselves 
by massacring a great number of ecclesiastics at Orleans. 
Queen Blanche, who had at first shown fuvour to this asso
ciation, in the hope that its enthusiasm might extend to the 
higher ranks of knights and nobles, from!thisv~~ployed 
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all her authority to dissolve it. The preachers of the shep
herds excited the people &oaainst the priests : they were 
accustomed to preach BlllT01lllded by armed men, to defend 
them from the authorities, then become anxious to suppress 
them. One day, by the orders of Blanche, an executioner 
introduced himself among the crowd, glided unnoticed be
hind the leader, and, with a single blow, struck off his head 
before the eyes of the horror-frozen spectators. A troop of 
knights galloped up and completed the dispersion of the 
abepherds, who, the tide of favour being turned, were mas
sacred by the people who had previously paid them 80 much 
honour. 

Queen Blanche died in 1253, after a wise and spirited 
regency : this was a great loes to the king, and afll.icted him 
deeply. The commonest observer must be aware that the 
characters of most distinguished men have received their first 
impulses from their mothers, and no king in the pages of 
history was more fortunate in this respect than Louis IX 
Blanche dictated or sanctioned most of the beneficial acts of 
her son, and opposed the great error of his life, his insane 
crusades, with all the affection and authority of a parent. 
Upon learning this melancholy news, he was forced to return 
to France, and made his public entry into Paris in the month 
of September, 1254, bearing deeply imprinted upon his 
~tenance, remembrances of all his disasters. 

-After his return, Louis employed himself actively in the 
reform of his kingdom, and displayed the high qualities of a 
legislator. He put an end to the sovereign authority of the 
nobles, by depriving them of the right of arbitrarily adminis
tering justice. An important discovery seconded his efforts. 
The code of Roman laws, designated by the name of the 
Pandects of Justinian, and by which the empire of Constan
tinople -was governed, became known to the French at this 
period : this justly celebrated collection had such vast supe
riority over every other code then known, that it was hailed 
as written reason or justice. It gave a lively impulse to 
men's minds, and the application of it was immediately de
manded ; but the ignorance of the nobles was 80 great that 
tlley were obliged to call in the aid of men ve~d in the study 
of the law to explain it. St. Louis was the first who intro
duced these civilians into a Parliament, which he constituted 
a court of justice. This court was composed of _three high 
barons, three prelates, nineteen knights, and eighteeJl. c::\erks 
or men of law pronouncing the decrees : t:&e'se-"15?x~~ed 
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in getting all the business into their own hands, driving the 
barons from their duties by the tediousness and disagreeable 
nature of the proceedings : they usurped also a portion of 
the royal authority, and were desirous of rendering it abso
lute, seconding St. Louis energetically in all his projects of 
reform and encroachments upon feudal right& This pious and 
humane monarch attempted to put an end to private wars 
between his barons, and forbade judicial combat& He ~ 
creed that after an offence had been committed, the two 
parties, before having recourse to arms, should obeerve a. 
truce of forty days, called tM/rMtg•qtJMmrlitM. He ordered 
that judicial combats should be displaced by judicial discus
sions, and considerably increased the authority of his crown 
by establishing royal ca868, in which he took: upon himself 
causes between his subjects and their lords : the legists gave 
the greatest possible extension to these appeals. Under the 
name of le8 etabliMements of St. Louis is dellignated a col
lection of ordinances instituted by this monarch for the 
people of his doma.in& This celebrated oollection contains 
useful and wise laws against the venality of justice, the 
greediness and harshness of creditors, coDStraint of the body, 
and usurious gains. Louis likewise proved the independence 
and firmness of his judicious mind by publishing the prag
matic ~ which became the basis of the liberties of 
the Gallica.n or French church. This famous ordinance for
bade the levying in the kingdom, without the sanction of the 
king, of any money for the court of Rome, and fixed cases 
in which it was permitted to appeal from ecclesiastical justice 
to royal justice. In short, notwithstanding his great piety, 
he knew how to keep a tight rein upon the extravagant zeal 
of the bishops. "Several prelates," says Joinville, "came to 
the king in his palace," and the bishop of Auxerre said to 
him, ' Sire, these lords who are here, arehbishopa and bishops, 
have desired me to tell you that Christianity is perishing in 
your hands.' The king crossed himsel.( and asked how that 
might be ! The archbishop resumed : • Sire, it is that 1110 
little heed is taken of excommunications nowadays and 
every day, that excommunicated persons allow themselves to 
die without obtaining absolution, and will not make any 
atonement to the Church. The prelates request, sire, for 
the love of God, that you give orders to your provosts and 
magistrates, that all who remain excommunicated a year and 
a day shall be constrained, by the seizure of ~heir yroperty, 
to obtain absolution.' The king repliedJ'tJla"t'li~~otiid wil-
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liugly 80 com.maBd as far as regarded all such as it could be 
proved to him were in the Wl'ODg ; and the prelate said it 
did BOt bel<mg to the king to be a j~ in their causes ; 
bU the king replied that · he would order it no . otber
lriae ; fur it would be against; God and agaiDst all reason if 
he were to oonstiain people to absolve themselves when the 
elerks were in the wrong. ' And of this,' added the king, 'I 
will give yoa as an example the count of Brittany, who 
pleaded during seven yean, excommunicated all the while, 
agaiDst the prelatee of Brittany, and made his case 80 elear 
~ the pope condemned ihem all So, theD, if I had con
stramed the count of Brittany to absolve himself after the 
first year, I should have acted wrongly towards God and · 
him.'" . 

The last; reform of St .Imris waa of the coinage. Twenty
four nobles poBSeSeed the right of coining in their own 
domaiu ; Louis fixed the value of the coins of every one of 
them, ad promoted the cummcy of his own. 

So ma.ny cares given to the proeperity of his kingdom and 
io the salutary strengthening of his authority, did not absorb 
ihe faculties of his great mind, or turn 1Um aside from 
4ICCII}latieDB of more general but not less useful interests. 
He established a public library in Paris, instituted the hos
pi&al of the ~ Vi1ifP, destined to receive three hundred 
llliJad penoDB ; aud in his reign, Robert de Borbon follDded 
ihe eollege that bears his name, the s~ which became 
ihe Eat of ~ celebrated faculty of theo)()gy, whose decrees 
....., 80 :amcJa respected that it W88 called eM perpetual 
co.t:i of,_ fJGU~ ftt.ltiotu. 

'ne pie*,- of this truly great and truly Christian king did 
DOt aloae conaist in tae observance of the external practices 
of the Church, it sprang from his heart, and consisted above 
all m an 1mmb1e love of God, and in. the inward sanctification 
of his mind · .Join ville relates, on this head, a touching con
veaation which he held with this prince :-"'Senechal,' said 
tile king to me, in presence of some eccleaiaetics, 'what ia 
God I' sod I anawered him, ' Sire, it is so good a thi..og that 
aotmg can be better.' ' Truly,' replied the king, 'that iaJ 
'lll!ry well snawered ; for the reply you have made i'l written 
ia this book which I bold in my hand. Now, I aak you,' 
llill he, • which y.ou would like the better, to be leprous or 
1e.M.e eommitted a deadly sin i' And I, who never spoke 
&Wy to him, replied that ' I would rather ha.ve ~~~ted 
tiiaylliMihan be. a leper.' And when thtf monk!P~&e 
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gone, he called me to him quite alone, made me sit down at 
his feet, and said :-' How was it that you said that¥' And 
I said, ' that I could but repeat it again ;' and he replied, 
' You speak without reflection, like an inconsiderate person, 
for there is no leprosy so vile as that of being in mortal sin, 
beca.u.qe the soul therein is like to the devil of hell. This is 
why no leprosy can be so hideous : when man dies, he is 
cured of the leprosy of the body; but when the man dies who 
has committed mortal sin, he is not certain that he may have 
so repented of it that God will pardon him. Therefore he 
should entertain great fear that this leprosy may last as long 
as God shall be in Paradise. I pray you, then,' added he, 'as. 
earnestly as I can, that you will have at heart, for the love 
of God and me, to prefer that any kind of malady may seize 
upon your body, rather than mortal Bin should find entrance 
into your soul.' · 

" He asked me if I washed the feet of the poor on Holy 
Thursday. ' Sire,' said I to him, ' never could I wash the 
feet of those vile creatures.' ' Truly,' replied he, ' that is 
very ill spoken ; for you ought not .to hold in disdain that 
which God has done for our instruction. Therefore, I pray 
you, for the love of God and of me, that you accustcml your
self to wash the feet of the poor.' " 

Uniting with this touching piety a great zeal for equity, 
Louis himself taught the respect which is due to the laws: 
he loved to render justice to his subject& in person : " Many 
times," says Joinville, "it happened in summer that he 
would go and seat himself in the wood of Vincennes, after 
mass, and leaning against an oak, and making us all sit round 
him, such as had anything to ask him or affil.in to transact, 
came and spoke to him freely, without impediment from 
ushers or others." 

More than once he pronounced severe sentences upon 
members of his own family and the nobles who lived most 
intimately with him. And yet, notwithstanding so much 
wisdom and such pure zeal, he committed many faults, arising· 
from errors that belonged to his age rather than to himself: 
he pronounced cruel penalties upon Jews and heretics, and a. 
hundred and fifty hankel'S of Asti were seized by his orders 
and cast into dungeons, for having lent money on interest;, 
although at a moderate rate. A scruple, fatal to France, 
tormented the mind of this holy monarch. The conquests 
of his grandfather Philip, and the confiscations made upon 
the crown of England, oppressed ~,;,Mj!CBtp~ like 
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'usurpations· eyes; he concluded at Abbeville, in 1259, 
against 4dvice of his barons and his family, a. treaty, by 
which . restored to Henry III., Perigord, the Limousin, 
Age~ Quercy, and Saintonge, whilst Henry, on his side, re
'R.JUDced his right over Normandy, Anjou, Maine, Touraine, 
and Poitou. The prejudices and scruples of Louis alone in
duced him to conclude this unfavourable treaty, which the • 
English monarch would never have been able to obtain by 
force of arms. This prince was then at war with his barons, 
who forced from him concessions known under the name of 
the Prwisicm& of OzfO'I'd, by which they exercised a great 
part of the royal authority. Such was the reputation of 
Louis, that he was chosen as arbitrator between them and 
their sovereign. He decided in favour of Henry III., and. 
the Provisions of Oxford were annulled. 

Louis had lost his eldest son, and several members of his 
family seemed disposed to be turbulent, and dangerous for 
France : Charles of Anjou, his brother, an ambitious and 
cruel prince, heir by his marriage with Beatrix of P1-ovence, 
to the powerful county of that name, gave the king serious 
uneasiness, and, with the intention of removing him to a. 
distance, Louis favoured his projects upon Naples and Sicily-

The illustrious house of Swabia was quite depressed ; 
Frederick II., the last emperor of that family, had just died, 
whilst struggling against the P9P.e. who sold his inheritance, 
and offered the kingdom of Naples, over which Manfred, the 
bastard of Frederick II., then reigned, to the king of France. 
Louis refused it for himself, but allowed his brother to accept 
it. Charles of Anjou quitted France with an army of Pro
ven\Sls, and six years later, in 1226, the battle of Grandella, 
in which Manfred perished, placed the crown of Naples and 
Sicily firmly upon his head. 

The East now fixed the attention of Louis more strongly 
than ever. The Latin empire of Constantinople was at an 
end, the Greeks had retaken that city in 1261. Profiting 
by the divisions of the Christians of Syria, Bendocda.rd, 
sultan of Egypt, had made rapid conquests in Palestine : 
CII!Sarea and Antioch had fallen into his power : a. hundred 
tllousand Christians had been massacred in the last-named 
city. Upon hearing of this frightful disaster, Louis made a. 
vow to t.ak:e the cross a. second time ; he went on a. pil
grimage to the principal churches of his kingdom, embarked 
once more at Aigues-Mortes in 1270, and set .~ for Tunis. 
He appointed the walla of ancient Carthige'eas 'tll\?~ dfe of 
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meeting with his brother Charles of Anjou ; he landed op
posite that ruined city, and had to undergo infinite miseries 
arising from the dryness of the soil and the heat of the BI1D, 
88 well as the showers of arrows of the Moors. The plague 
soon carried off a great part of his army, which he kept in a 
fatal state of inaction : the disease seized his second son, the 
count of Nevers; and, at the end of a month, he himself 
became its victim. He employed his last moments in giving 
useful counsels to Philip, his third son and heir : " Fair son," 
said he to him, " the first thing I teach you is to loTe God, 
for without that no one can be saved. Keep a kind and 
pitiful heart for the poor and the weak, comfort them and 
aid them 88 much as may lie in your power. Maintain the 
good customs of your kingdom and destroy the bad ones. 
Covet not the property of thy people, and load them not with 
imposts or tolls. Have care to keep in thy company prudent 
and loyal men, SllCh 88 be not full of covetousness ; fly from 
and avoid the company of the bad. Listen willingly to the 
word of God, retain it in thy heart, and seek willingly 
prayers and pardons. Love thy honour, and hate ill, of 
whatever party it may be. Be loyal and firm in rendering 
justice to thy subjects, without turning to the right or ~ the 
left ; but aid and maintain the quarrel of the poor until the 
truth shall be apparent. Preserve the customs of thy 
country, and if there be anything to be amended, amend i$ 
and correct i~. Give the benefices of the holy Church to 
good persons of spotless life, and in this act by the adviee of 
worthy men. Beware of commencing a war against Christian 
men without great necessi~y. Take care that the openses 
of thy household be moderate. And, beloved son, caaae 
masses to be sung for my soo1, and prayers to be put up for 
thy kingdom. I give thee all the benedietions that a good 
father can bestow upon his son. May God grant thee his 
grace, always to do his will, so that after this mortal life we 
may be with him, my son, and praise him together." 

The king then gave himaelf entirely up~ religious prac
tices : he commanded that before he expired he showd be 
taken from his bed and laid upon ashes : he thus died, con
stantly holding his arms. crossed. " On the Monday, the 
good king stretched forth his clasped hands towards heaveD, 
and said : ' Sire, God, have mercy upon these people who 
are here, and conduct them back to their country ; let them 
not fall into the hands of their enemies, and let~ them. never 
be constrained to deny thy holy name.' 0 'WdliitbPlietdfe his 
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death, and whilst he appeared to sleep, he sighed. and said in 
a low voice: 'Oh, Jel'UMlem! oh, Jerusalem!'" His last 
thoughts were--with God, the Holy City, and France, and he 
rendered up his spirit the 25th of August, 127 0, after having 
Dallled as regents Matthew of St. Denis and Roger of Nesle. 
No king was more worthy of the admiration oi mankind, and 
of all his race he alone obtained from the Church the honours 
of canonization. 

CHAPTER VI. 

Gaeral eouidenti~ upon the ltate o£ FrazH:e, and upon the events 
accompliabed during the three centuries which passed between the 
aa:eEion of Hugh Capet and the death of Louis IX. 

Tim two hundred and ninety years of which we have 
traeed the principal events, were for France abounding in 
ealamities aa well as in progress. Of the latter, the facts 
most wonhy of attention are the rapid and yet gradnal 
iJacrease of the royal authority, and the birth of the 
bourgeoisie, or third estate, which, though almost impercept
ible at the end of the tenth century, announced itself all at. 
ODCe as a social power, towards the year 1100, the time of 
the first communal revolutions, and finished by becoming 
almost the entire IIIUion. 

We have exposed in the preceding chapters, the gradual 
ud successive progresses of royalty : we have seen it grow 
greater under Louis le Groe, then acquire reality under 
Philip Augustus, by the prodigious extensions given to the 
}IOialEioDs of ~ crown and by the abasement of the 
great v-.Js, aud the mperiority over these accorded to it 
by opinion, in virtue of an ancient right attached to the 
royal majesty and title. Still later, we have seen it add to 
ita attributes, by the wise ordinances of Saint Louis, and 
heR away from the lords, by the restrictions imposed upon 
private wars, but more particularly by the establishment of 
a coart; of justice, the essential rights of feudal power. The 
people recognised in the authority of the monarch the only 
forCe capable of contending with success against the tyranny 
of their numerous oppresson ; they wished that it should be 
powerful and redoubtable, hoping, in case of need, to find 
lllpport in it, and they applauded with joy its rapid progrees, 
which was then « high and incontestable utility ~P?J~~ 
Llllia 1e Gros restored to royalty its charaC'tE!f'()f ll~loouo 
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and protecting power. Philip Augustus reconstructed hi& 
kingdom, and gave to the peoples subject to his sceptre the 
feeling of nationality ; Louis IX. impressed upon his govern
ment a character of equity, of respect for rights, and love for 
public good unknown till his time. At this period the 
development of the royal power was then a blessing for 
France ; but the progress of this power, when considered as. 
connected with the true interests and prosperity of the 
nation, stopped at Saint Louis, and was a.fterwa.rds saspended 
for more than a hundred and fifty years. 

,.,---- This prince did not consider his authority 88 absolute ; 
,' nevertheless, it had no precise limit, and the inclination 

towards despotism was easy : royalty, by abandoning itself 
to it, created great perils for both France and itsel£ Before 
we recall these new destinies, we must cast a glance over the 
results for civilization and the manners of the French 

. produced by the great events which had agitated Europe 
during these three centuries. One of the most remarkable 
facts of this important period, is the rapid developn1ent of 
the middle classes. It will be better in the first place, in 
order to give an account of it, to examine the principal 
constitutive elements of the communes of France, and the 
mode by which most of them succeeded in obtaining their 
charters of enfranchisement. 

Ancient Gaul was then divided into two distinct parts by 
language. The provinces of the north, in which the Remanoe 
W allon was spoken, were called the provinces of the l:.angue 
d'Oil, in consequence of the word oil (oui), of which the 
inhabitants made use for affirmation : they were governed 
by custom& The provinces of the south, where the Proven~ 
Romance was spoken, received from the monosyllable oc, the 
sense of which was equally affirmative, the name of the 
provinces of the Langue d'Oc: they :were governed by the 
lAtin or written law. A great number of cities, particularly 
of the southern provinces, had preserved the municipal 
administration which they held from the Romans ; others 
had for a long time lost the liberties which this administra
tion had conferred upon them ; 88 to those of recent origin, 
they had risen up under the auspices of the most powerful 
noble of the province or the neighbourhood, and the 
inhabitants only enjoyed the civil rights and liberties that it 
had pleased this noble to grant or guarantee them. At the 
~od of the establishment of the feudal sysj;em, the lay and 
ecclesiastical lords withheld the municipal 'f~~ with 
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all their power ; they substituted for them, in a great 
measure, their own authority where the franchises existed, 
and usurped all the rights of them where they were destroyed 
or unknown. They even who, in the hopes of increasing the 
population of their fiefs, had guaranteed rights and liberties 
to the men who would come and establish themselves in them, 
for the most part afterwards violated their engagements 
and their charters ; almost all levied arbitrary taxes in the 
cities, forbade the citizens to arm for the common defence, 
and usurped the right of high and low justice (haute et basse 
julei«). They thus disposed of the lives and fortunes of the 
citizens, and their oppression soon became intolerable. Re
duced to despair, the oppressed had recourse to remonstrances 
and prayers ; they invoked their rights, demanded their 
.ancient franchises or guarantees for their property and their 
persons ; hut all was in vain. Then they united, counted 
their numbers, and swore to be free: they sacrificed every
thing for this object, and even profited by the avidity of the 
nobles, to purchase or conquer their liberties. 

The epoch at which the energy of the inhabitants of the 
cities was awakened corresponds with that of the first 
Cl'U88de : this event had a powerful though indirect infiuence 
upon their enterprises, and was favourable to them. The 
nobles were in need of money for their distant expeditions, 
and a great number. of. them consented, for large 8Uilll!, to 
part with an ~thority which most of them had usurped : 
they quitted France for a considerable time, taking in their 
train a multitude of knights, who, under their orders, had 
been the terror of the cities and the country. The absence 
of the oppressors, or the lessening of their numbers, favoured 
the citizens in their attempts to obtain independence : hut 
they did not everywhere succeed so easily. Several cities, 
~r having purchased their franchises, were obliged to have 
recourse to arms to preserve them. These liberties differed 
but little from those assured by municipal institutions ; but 
they gave a certain extension to these, and offered more 
aecurity : the citizens gained by them the right to form 
«mjurations or commwnu, that is to say, to defend themselves 
by force of arms, to name their mayors, their «he11im, their 
~bl~ to 8B8eB8 their taxes, to administer justice, and to 
govern themselves at their own discretion. The engage
menta they formed among themselves indicated a profound 
feeling of the rights of humi\D.ity ; and th~ti{."~~}r]~9~l~e 
atam.p of a grand character of independence an'd: energy. 



126 ENFRANCHISEMENT OF COMMUNES. [A.D. 1100-1200. 

They assembled in the great church, or market-place ; there 
they swore, by things held sacred, to support each other : all 
who bound themselves in this manner, took the name of 
comfiWRicantB or swom-men, and these titles expressed clearly 
ideas of reciprocal devotedness. The liberties they de
manded were not, however, political liberties aa we under
etand them at the present day ; they claimed no power to 
make laws or to participate in the government of the state, 
their a.i.m was to obtain strong securities against slavery, . 
and to escape from an insupportable tyranny ; they claimed 

Jl the right of acquiring and preserving Ule priYil~ of li~ 
q in security under the established laws ; in short, that civil 

liberty which social progress now secures to every citizen in 
'most of the countries of Europe. 
· The first act· of a constituted oommune was to choose a 
tower or a belfry, in which to fix a bell, and the first clause 
of the oath taken by the inhabitants was the obligation to 
repair to the public place in arms as soon as the sound of 
this bell should be heard. The oommunes enfranchised by 
the nobles, in general engaged to give them a portion of all 
the crops or harvests, a quit-rent or poll-ta.x fur each person, 
another for every chamber of their house, the monopoly of 
the mills and ovens ; the inhabitants were all bound to render 
personal service during a certain number of days ; and lastly, 
merchants and tradesmen were to open a credit account to 
their former master, up to a stipulated sam. N otwith
lltanding these bard conditions, and oaths of the most solemn 
nature, a great number of the nobles were anxious to evade 
these treaties, as soon as they had spent the price of them, 
or when they felt themselves strong enough to break thP.m. 
with impunity. The citizens almost everywhere struggled 
with courage to maintain their rights, but they soon became 
aware of the necessity for obtaining a sanction which would 
be respected by the nobles themselves ; and they addreslled 
themselves to the kings, supplicated them to grant them 
chartel'S of enfranchisement, and to take them under their 
protection. The kings of France perceived, for themselves, 
in this request a source of riches, and a means of direct 
patronage against the lords, whom they bated : they eold, 
then, their support to the communes of the kingdom, and, 
by so doing, vastly increased their own authority. Louis VI. 
was the first who gave charters ; but he neither created com
munes nor enfranchised their inhabitants. ~~~~es gained 
their own liberties, and the king did Il'o'''m'&re'""t'liaiPiegitimate 
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privileges already obtained, by selling to them his supreme 
sanction. These royal acts, whatever might be the 
motive of them, strengthened the monarchy, by uniting its 
cause with that of the people. But the kingdom of France, 
properly so called, only, as yf!t, comprised the country 
between the Somme and the Loire, anc;l the only cities to 
whlch Louis VI. sold charters were Beauvais, N oyon, Laon, 
Soissons, Amiens, Saint Riquier, Saint. Quentin, and Abbe
ville. In other parls of present France, the kings had no 
share in maintaining the liberties of the communes ; the 
counts would not there permit royal intervention. In the 
cities of the southern countries, the establishment of the 
CCIIIDlu:ne& met with much fewer obstacles than in the north, 
~ contest was shorter, and SUcoeiB more decisive : the 
fiendeJ. system had weighed less heavily upon them ; most of 
Ulem had preserved their municipal institutions in their 
integrity ;* some of them, such as Aries, Narboone, and 
Toulouse, were flourishing, and bad kings for their allies : . in 
these, the communal system only developed aDd guaranteed 
liberties already acquired. 

Cambrai, Le Mans, Amiens, Laon, Reims, and Vezelay 
distinguished theml!el ves most among the cities which 
erinced greatest energy in the conquest of their commercial 
liberties. This revolution abounded in happy results ; the 
oountry people nearest the cities envied the lot of their 
inhabitants ; a great number of them abandoned the seig
noriallands to become members of the communes, and many 
cities which increased their population by this means were 
ebliged to extend their walls. It was thus that by degrees 
the powers of the cities increased, whilst that of the castles 
became weaker. When· every one had obtained in the cities 
lleCIIrity for his life and property, with the free enjoyment of 
the fruits of his labour, industry was bom, commerce waa 
enended, the citizen class became every day more strong, 
more rich, more respectable, general comfort was augmented, 
and civilization made rapid steps. This progress was more 
lellSible and more prompt in Flanders than in the other 
conntries of the north ; the neighbourhood of the sea and 
the maritime situation of the great cities contributed to it, 
by favouring the establishment of manufactures, which en
riched the citizens, and by accustoming them at all times to 
1lnite their efforts against the ravages of the waters: after 

.::=icipal magistrates were called consuls Jfl,t"~!l.~ c·~ {~e 
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having learned that it only required them to associate in order 
to subdue the ocean, they were quite prepared to unite to 
contend against feudal oppression-and they triumphed 
over it. 

But among the events which characterize the eleventh 
and twelfth centuries, those which dominate over the period, 
and which exercised the greatest influence upon the minds 
of men, the manners, and the existence of all classes of the 
nation, were the Cf't.UICJdu. Till that time the fierce valour 
of the warriors of the West, excited by the tl«rst for do
minion and riches, bad only had material conquests as its 
aim ; the crusades to the Holy I.e.nd did not at all soften 
this warlike rudeness of manners, but they held out a more 
noble and elevated object for courage, they spiritualized the 
source of it : men accustomed themselves to fight, to sup
port the most cruel privations, to give their lives for some
thing immaterial and ideal, for a cause which elevated their 
minds, and they felt themselves men born for some other 
end than that of gratifying their gross passions. These 
foreign expeditions, by transporting innumerable multitudes 
to so great a distance from their country, weakened the 
national hatreds and prejudices of the different classes : it 
was impossible that so many men, armed in the same cause, 
should shut their hearts against every feeling of fraternity. 
The manners of the nobility, in particula.r, gained very happy 
effects from the crusades. Religious enthusiasm gave birth 
to chivalry, which shone with the greatest splendour at the 
end of this period. To serve God, to love and respect his 
lady, to defend intrepidly, lance in hand, against all, this 
double object of an enthusiastic worship, such was the 
devoir of a true knight. Domesticity waa reputed noble 

·service ; the courts of suzerains, the castles of nobles became 
schools in which young gentlemen learned to serve, under the 
name of varlets, da.moisea.ux, and squires, and thus themselves 
became worthy of the supreme honour of knighthood. The 
study of letters or the sciences formed no part of the educa
tion of the gent~eman, who passed for accomplished when he 
bad learnt to pray to God, to serve the ladies, to fight, to hunt, 
to manage his horse, and handle his lance ; beyond these, his 
ignorance was absolute ; and we cannot but attribute to this 
want of all intellectual instruction, the strange mixture of 
fanatical superstition, brutal violence, sincere piety, enthu
siasm for the fair sex, and courtesy and feJ;OCity, which the 
chivalric character 80 long presented. o;g;,;,ed by\...:.oogle 
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It is to the first cl"W!Il!ie the nobility owe the use of family 
names. It was necessary in those immense assemblages of 
men of many nations, that every knight should be known by 
a name entirely his own, and most of them adopted that ot 
their fie£ Coats of arms and heraldic emblems are of the 
aame date ; that is to say, in a great degree, as heraldry, like 
most arts and sciences, can scarcely be traced to one exact 
time or place. When Plutarch tells us that Alcibiades had 
the figure of a Cupid bearing a thunderbolt painted on his 
shield, we hhe as characteristic a device as the uprooted tree 
upon that of Ivanhoe, or the fetter-lock on that of Richard. 
An extraordinary splendour was, in the public mind, at
tached to the exploits of the crusaders. The nobles, in order 
to perpetuate the remembrance of them, placed in their 
castles, and in the most conspicuous parts of them, the ban
ners under which they had fought in the Holy Land ; they 
were the monuments of their glory ; and families, · when 
forming alliances, communicated to each other these signs ot 
illustration; ladies embroidered the image of them upon 
their furniture, upon their clothes and upon those of their 
h118bands ; the warriors caused them to be painted upon 
their shields, and they were supposed to indicate, in an 
abridged manner, the exploits which these standards re
corded : an arch signified a bridge defended or carried ; by 
a battlement was designated a tower ; by a helmet, the com
plete armour of a vanquished enemy. Each of these dis
tinctive images became the escutcheon of a family, and upon 
all occasi.ons of ceremony the domestics appeared with them 
worked upon their clothes. Blazonry was the art of inter
preting those emblems; it was, in principle, a species of lan
guage, which proclaimed alliances and published the titles of 
the owners to public esteem. 

The first flights of French poetry are of this time. The 
crusaders, on their return from Palestine, visited the castles 
to convey to them news of those they had left in the East ; 
they related the feats of prowess of which they had been 
witnesses, and augmented the wonders of them. They 
ealled Trou'C~es in the countries of the north, and T'f'O'I.Iha,.. 
dorm in those of the south, the persons who put these noble 
actions into verse ; Chanters and Jlinstrels, those who sang 
them and accompanied them with instruments. 

Tournaments had their birth at the same time ; that is to 
ay, as regards the arms with which the comba,tants con
tended, and the regulations by which these9 'mlietin~~~ 
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gon~rned, as few nations, of the most remote or the most 
barbarous periods, have been without their warlike games. 
These military sports were intimately connected with chival
ric manners. The times which preceded or followed chivalry 
exhibit nothing exactly like them. People :flocked to them 
t.·om all parts, as t() national festivals, gentlemen fought in 
them armed at all points with lances, battle-axes, and swords, 
theedgesolwhich were blunted: sometimes,however, the con
test was in earnest. Knights endeavoured to surpass each other 
in these games, as much in niagnificence as in strength, skill, 
or courage. They appeared, distiliguished by their devices, 
before the eyes of kings, princes, and dames, of whoee ap
plause they were highly ambitious : the ladies bestowed the 
prizes upon the conquerors. Tournaments were governed by 
a particular code of laws, the principal author of which waa 
Geoffroy of Preuilly. 

The most celebrated religious military orders were founded 
by the French, on the occasion of the first crnsade, and tiom 
France they spread through all Europe. The two first were 
the Hospitallers of St. John and the Templars ; they devoted 
themselves humbly to the service and the defence of the pil
grims of the Holy City, and, from military monks, as they 
were at first, they became sovereigns. Besides these there 
were the Teutonic knights, who originated the dominions of 
Prussia ; and the Antonines, who consecrated themselves to 
the attendance upon such as were attacked by a species of 
plague, called the holy fire, or St. Antony's fire. It was to 
Christian charity that humanity owed t4e foundation of the 
ecclesiastical orders, which, for the most part, when after
wards enriched by superstitious devotion, deviated from their 
proper object, and degenerated from their holy origin. . The 
order of the Hospitallers, instituted for the redemption of 
prisoners made by the infidels, and for the relief of the sick, 
was founded at a later period, as well as were the celebrated 
order of the Dominicans or Lu Fm88 Precheun, and that of 
the Franciscans or Cordeliers, so called because they wore 
a cord as a girdle. These two last were also named mendi" 
cant orders, because they made a vow of poverty and lived. 
upon charity, according to the express intention of their 
illustrious founders, St. Francis of A.ssisi, and St. Dominic 
de Guzman : they in a short time acquired a formidable 
power: in virtue of papal commissions, they preached, ad
ministered the sacrament, directed the consciences of kings 
and nations, and thUII usurped all the ~~~~~~~cbishopa 
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and the secular clergy: "Hewing noching, they poueu all 
t!ing&," said the chancellor Peter des Vignes to the emperor 
Frederick IL : they sapped the foundation of the ancient 
hierarchy of the Church, for they annulled in some sort the 
power of the bishops, whose authority they braved. They 
wished also to direct the schools by getting posaession of the 
chairs of the university, in which the eecular clergy still 
dominated ; the latter, however, resisted, and maintained an 
obstinate struggle. The .quarrel lasted thirty years, and was 
prolonged into the reign ot St: Louis ; at length, after long 
ltol'IW! and reciprocal excommunications, the University was 
coll8itained to yield by Pope Alexander IV. The mendicant 
orders obtained some chairs in the schools, and the U niver
my conferred the degree of doctor upon two illustrious 
members of these orders, the Franciscan Bonaventura, and 
the Dominican St. Thomas Aquina8, who was surnamed tM 
.Aff!Jtl of che Sd!ool, and whoee writings excited the enthu
siastic admiration of his contemporaries. i 

The religious movement of the crusades was very favour
able to this prodigious increase of the power of the monks, 
ud produced a multitude of pious foundations ; the monas
teries of Olutry and Oiteava;, vast. and magnificent, over
Jiowed with wealth ; they served as places of assembly for 
the nobles, and their abbots were admitted to the councils 
of kings. 

The c:rwBdes communicated in all things a strong and 
lively impulse to minds and to manners. Propitious to the 
euftanehisem.ent of the communes, they still further favoured 
the progress of the bourgeoisie by the encouragement they 
aftOrded to commerce. The luxuries of the Eost gave birth 
to new wants ; merchants, till this time despised, acquired 
more consideration, and formed the link between Europe 
and Asia. Maritime commeroe, in particular, almost no
thing before the crusades, obtained vast development. Euro
pean industry progressed with the conquests of the crusaders. 
Silk stufli!, spices, perfumes, and other treasures of the East 
had been known in Europe from the age of the Carlovin
gians ; but they were only seen in the courts of princes or 
die habitations of the great. As soon as in part, by the 
eftec$ of the crusades, the cities had become the centres of 
free activity, of commerce, and of riches, this luxury spread 
on all sides. The manner in which people clothed them
eelves, furnished their houl!lell, or covered their tabl~ became 
dit"erent, and comfort was augmented with cthe·cuoblti)&:l@rell 

K2 



lSi PEASA.lli"'TRY. SCIENCES. [.LD. 1100-1~0. 

as the citizen. Among the principal conquests of industry 
due to the crusades, we must not forget the art of weaving 
silk and the improvements in dyeing : or the discovery of 
the sugar-cane, with the mode of extracting that precious 
substance from it : saffron and indigo were likewise at thla 
time first brought into Europe. 

The last and most numerous class of the nation was that 
which derived the least advantage from these expeditions ; 
nevertheless the unfortunate serfs were not totally strangers 
to their results. The popes decided that no Christian, in 
whatever condition he might be born, could be prevented 
from taking the cross and setting out for the Holy Lmd : 
this was breaking, at one blow, the ties which attached the 
serfs to the glebe, or the land of their lord ; this was ad
mitting ~hem to a sort of fraternity of arms, and increasing 
in their eyes the consolatory feeling of' their individual 
dignity as members of the human family. But although 
these peasants, by becoming soldiers of the C-'hurch, had 
acquired their enfranchisement, there could not result from 

· it a class of free peasants. Of the multitude of men who 
left Europe for Palestine, only a •ery small number again 
saw their homes ; almost all of them perished of misery, 
fatigues, excesses, famine, disease, and shipwreck, or else were 
mown down by the cimitars of the Mussulma.ns. 

Many sciences are indebted to the crusades for great pro
gress : among others, the military art, navigation, history, 
and geography. The sight of so many different countries, 
the observation of manners new and various, the compari
son of a multitude of usages, extended the ideas of the 
peoples, and rooted up a great number of errors and preju
dices. Nevertheless most of the ameliorations of which the 
crusades were the cause, manifested themselves but very 
slowly, and some did not even bear all their fruit till long 
after Europe had renounced these religious enterprises : 
these were accompanied and followed by a great number of 
calamities, and we are forced to acknowledge as one of their 
most fatal effects, the character of fanaticism and cruelty 
which they appeared to communicate to Christianity, a cha
racter directly opposite to that of its divine founder. Chris
tian nations had, it is true, for a long time considered as 
accursed of God all who did not partake their faith : the 
crusades strength~ned this fatal tendency of Christian mind.~ 
and superstition soon pursued nations reputed heretical with 
as much fury as it had persecuted Je~9 !U'd s}.@g~Jkd, Mus-
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301mans. The extermination of the Albigeois rendered 
.nfamous these cruel dispositions, and opened a field for a. 
Joug series of atrocious wars. The weakness of the progress 
o{ Christianity in the East, and many of the disasters of the 
Christians in Palestine, must, in a great degree, be attributed 
to the barbarities of the crusaders, who conceived that every
thing was permissible towards infidels, and believed them
selves to be under no obligation to keep their word with 
them, which lesson was even taught them from the pontifical 
chair. They forgot that the best proof" men can give of the 
superiority of their cirilization, or of the holiness of their 
worship, is the respect they show for virtue, humanity, and 
truth. 

o ,9;,,,ed by Coogle 
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Rei2'DI of tl1e Rcceuors of Saint Louis to the accession of the 
Valois.-Philip Ill.-Philip IV.-LouiB X.-Philip V.-Charles 
IV. 1270-1328. 

PHILIP IlL 

TBB third son of St. Louis, surnamed, without any known 
motive, Philip le Hardi (the bold), did not follow the glorious 
footsteps of his father ; he reigned only among his domestic 
tervanta, entirely given up to the observance of superstitious 
practices. 

On the very day Louis died, he received Charles of Anjou, 
his uncle, who entered the port of Carthage with a fleet and 
an army. In spite of this reinforcement, the cru.saders ~ 
mained in a state of inaction, accusing, with reason, Charles 
of Alljou of having led his brother to Tunis for his own in
terest, in order to force the Moorish king to pay him the 
tribute imposed by ancient treaties. Peace was concluded 
this year, upon the payment of a large sum by this king, and 
ihe liberation of all captives. Shortly after the signing of 
this disgraceful peace, the army was joined by Edward, Prince 
of Wales, son of Henry III., who, in his admiration for 
Louis IX., had determined to accompany him to the Holy 
lAnd. Filled with sorrow at learning the death of the 
monarch, he refused to take any part in the treaty of peace, 
and confined biiDJelf to his tent in grief and disgust. The 
following spring he went with a small force to Palestine, 
where he acted in a manner worthy of the character he after
warda obtained as a king, and of the fiUP~ ,.of, fiiru~~·a 
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.uncle, Richard. The French army returned to Europe, re
duced to less than half its number by heat, fatigue, and 
pestilence. A tempest swallowed up, in sight of the coast 
of Sicily, eighteen of the French vessels, together with the 
rich tribute paid by the king ot Tunii!. Many of the 
crusaders viewed this 88 a chastisement from God, for having 
abandoned their enterprise without visiting the Holy Land. 
Philip returned to France preceded by five coffins : that of his 
father, his wife, his son, his brother, the count of Nevers, and 
his brother-in-law, Thibaut, count of Champagne and king of 
Navarre. His uncle Alphonso, count of Toulouse, died 
shortly after, without children. These losses, however grievous 
in themselves, bt-ought great accessions to the crown of 
France, 88 Philip became heir of Poitou and the counties of 
Foix and Toulouse : this latter county, notwithstanding the 
disastrous war of the Albigeois and several dismemberments, 
being still the richest and most considerable fief of France. 
Gregory X., one of the most remarkable men that ever occu
pied the pontifical throne, had just been elected pope ; Philip 
ceded to him the county of V enaissin, to which he himseli 
had but doubtful rights, and then commenced wars of succes
sion against Navarre and Castille. Alphonso X., king of that 
country, had died without having his grandchildren, born of 
Ferdinand de la Cerda, his eldest son, and Blanche, a daughter 
of St. Louis, recognised as successors. Philip supported their 
claims to the throne of their grandfather. The Cortes of 
Segovia, however, chose as the successors of Alphonso, Sancho, 
his second son, already known by his warlike talents : their 
decision controve~ all the principles of hereditary succes
sion. 

A thick cloud conceals the personal actions of Philip ill. : 
he appeared neither to see nor to act but by the means of 
Peter de la Brosse, who had been his chamberlain, and who, 
elevated by base intrigues to the post of 1prime minister, had 
drawn up()n himself the hatred of the nobles. A bloody 
catastrophe terminated the days of this favourite. Jealous 
of the influence of Queen Mary of Brabant, second wife o£ 
the king, he accused her of the death of Prince Louis, eldest 
son of his first wife : Philip ordered the affair to be investi
gated. It was then believed .that the perpetrators ot a crime 
could not be discovered without torturing the accused, or by 
the intervention of the celestial or the infernal powers. 
Philip consulted those whom the superstition of the times 
caused to be considered po3S68Sed of the oower f reading the 

0 1gitized by oogte 
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future. The vidame of the church ofLaon, a. Saraba.ite,* and 
a Beguine of Neville were said to have revelations. All three 
at first contributed to gain credence for the reports spread · 
against the queen, but afterwards they retracted, and placed 
the king on his guard against Peter de la Brosse. Two years 
after this a monk one day brought to the king, at Milan, 
aome letters sealed with the seal of the minister. The con
tents. of tbese letters remained a mystery ; but LaBrosse was 
immediately arrested and imprisoned in a tower. Philip 
assigned him as judges three of the greatest nobles oft~ 
court, bitter enemies of the suspected favourite, and La Brosse, 
being by them found guilty, was condemned, and hanged upon 
the gibbet of Montfaucon, in 1278. 

The reign oi Philip lefi no glorious remembrance fo'l' 
France, either foreign or domestic ; but the period WI\S 

marked by frightful disasters, which overthrew the French 
government in Sicily, Charles of Anjou, after having con
demned to death and caused to be executed young Conradin, 
eon of Conrad IV. and grandson of Frederick II., believed 
himself firmly seated on his new throne. Conradin was the
Jut prince of the house of Hohenstauflen, and his death 
leavmg the field quite clear for Charles of Anjou, he, from 
that time, thought it in his power to oppress Naples and. 
Sicily in a frightflllly tyrannical ma.nner, with impunity. 
1M vengeance was breeding in the hearts of the Sicilians : 
John de Procida. beGame the . soul of the conspiracy; he· 
eecured the support of the Greek emperor, Michael Palre<r 
logus, and of Don Pedro IlL, king of Arragon. The latter 
monarch secretly assembled a :fleet, which he confided to the · 
command of the celebrated Roger de Loria., his admiral, with 
orders to wait the event on the coast of Africa.. All at Qllce, 
on the 30th of March, 1282, the people of Palermo roee in a· 
body at the moment vespers were rung : at the sond. ot'this 
tocsin, the French were massacred in the streets of Palertao, 
and a month after they were indiscriminately slaughtered 
throughout Sicily. Charles, in a paroxysm of fury, atta9ked 
Messins, but Roger de Loria hastened thither and destroyed 
his fieet before his eyes. · Charles uttered cries of rage, and 
ealled upon his nephew Philip to assist him in his vengeance. 
The pontift; Martin IV., supported his cause warmly ; he
declared Don Pedro deposed from the throne of Arragon, in 

• This was the name given to monks who did not live in a com· 
IDUDity, who were IUbject to no rules, but who -,;ore t!;~y(!i>8'1 i nd 
iue dlmuelve~ out as rigorists.-.D. Crllftge, GloR~. " 
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order to punish him for having as.'listed the Sicilians, and, by 
the same bul~ he named Charles of Valois, second son of 
Philip, successor ot Don Pedro, against whom he preached & 

crusade. Philip HI. commanded it, but this expedition waa 
, unfortlmate ; Gironc opposed a long resistance to the French 

arms, whilst the king of Arragon, with his faithful .Almo
gavares, * a half-savage soldiery, occupied the neighbouring 
mountains : his sudden and frequent attacks, together with 
want of provisions and fevers, rapidly thinned Philip's army; 
be returned to Fra.uoe, sick and almost alone, borne in a litter, 
and died in the course of the year. Charles of Anjou died a 
short time before him of grief at having lost Sicily, and Philip 
was closely followed to the tomb by Martin IV. and the king 
of Arragon. 

During this reign, a simple gentleman, named Rodolph, 
count of Hapsburg, was elected emperor, in 1273, and 
became the founder of the new hoW!e of Austria. One of the 
most remarkable events of this period was the momentary 
reunion of the Greek and Latin churches, effected in 127 4, 
by Gregory X., at the second mcnmenic council of Lyon& 
The emperor, Michael Pabeologus was received by the pope 
among the number of the faithful ; but the Greeks took no 
part in this reconciliation, which cost the emperor his life. 

PIDLIP IV. 

Philip IV., surnamed le Bel, was sixteen years of age when 
he succeeded to the throne of his father, Philip le Hardi 
His youth gave rise to no trouble, and such was the progress 
of the monarchical spirit in Franoe, that the great; men of his 
kingdom, instead of pretending to become his equals or his 
masters, surrounded him as his servants. Philip at first 
carried on the war commenoed by his father against Arragon, 
in which country Alphonso inherited the crown of Don Pedro. 
This prince consented to release the son of Charles ot Anjou, 
who bad been a prisoner two years, and whom the pope 
crowned king of Naples, under the name of Charles ll. The 
war between France and Arragon lasted many years without 
any important results. 

The first ordinances of the new reign were favourable to 
the bourgeoisie and the Jews; but Philip, of a hard, irritable, 
and avaricious character, set no bounds to his pride and 
cupidity : he pressed his subjects without pity, and in his 

* This name, borrowed from the Arabians, wa.s, in aWo Ur., givea 
to the light-a.rmed foot-soldiers. o'g''"ed by 00 l l: 
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exactions employed unprincipled lawyers, known for their 
skill in the arts of chicanery as well as for their base servility. 
These lawyers were under him the tyrants of France ; the 
Pandects were their supreme law, and they proceeded, with a 
cold and impassable perseverance, in the imitation of the 
Roman law and the imperial fiscality ; they demolished with 
texts and quotations the social order that had been created 
by Roman Catholicism and the feudal system. It was these 
men, however, who organized monarchical centralization, and 
who became the true founders of the civil order of modern 
times ; they beat into ruins both ecclesiastical law and feudal 
jurisdiction; they extended their own over coinages, forests, and 
magistracies : the parliament, fixed at Paris in 1302, became 
the seat of their power ; and it was there that all authority 
came by little and little to grow weaker and dissolve away 
beneath royal authority. The lawyers ca.lled in among them {' 
the bourgeoisie, or third estate, and endeavoured to render 
serviceable to themselves an order which, in a great degree, 
owed to them the increase of its influence. In order to sup
port this new form of government, to make the decrees of 
the lawyers respected and procure their execution, an im
posing force became necessary : the king had to keep a judi
cial and administrative army in pay; the maintenance of the 
foot and horse serjeauts alone oost immense sums. Industry 
'WI8 IIC8l'Cely in existence, and this money had to be extorted 
by violence from a wretchedly poor population : thence the 
despotism, and the long and cruel miseries which for a length 
of time almoet outweighed the advantages of the substitution 
of central and monarchical power for the barbarous system 
a!lablished by the feudal government. No prince more un-
9CropUlously employed these iniquitous and odious means 
to fill his tressury than Philip le Bel History records a 
thousand instances ot his cruel and violent extortions : the 
revenues of several provinces were pledged to two Italian 
brothers, very rich merchants, for supplies with which they 
bad tarnished the king : in order to release himself, Philip 
caused all Italian bankers and merchants to be arrested on 
the same day, under the pretext of their carrying on a 
liBIIrious traffic, and compelled them by torture to regain their 
liberty at an enormous price. He repeated this execrable 
expedient upon the French traders, and the servile tribunals 
'Were the accomplices of his violences. 

This king, very little inclined to war, beheld~with 1in
&rence the disasters ot the Christians a.Iitl' 'tll'e 'cl..'P~eof 

I 
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St. J·ean d'Acre, their last bulwark in Palestine. He had ob
tained from the pope permission to levy tenths upon the 
clergy, for the purpose of undertaking a crusade ; but this 
impost was only profitable to himself, for he appropriated the 
whole produce of it. The successes of Edward L, king ot 
England, affected him more. This prince, at the death ot 
Alexander III., king oi Scotland, had caused himself to be 
chosen as arbitrator between the pretenders to the crown, 
and had decided in favour of John Baliol, with whose weak
ness of cha.racter he was acquainted. He was threatening to 
invade this kingdom, when Philip cited him, as his vassal for 
Aquitaine, before the parliament of Paris. Peace had reigned 
for thirty years between France and England, and Philip, in 
summoning his powerful rival to appear, alleged as a pretext 
the troubles occasioned by the commerci&l rivalry between 
the sailors of the two nations. Edward, highly indignant, 
stirred up, 88 enemies to France, Adolphus of Nassau, king 
of the Romans, and Guy de Dampierre, count of Flanders ; 
but Philip got possession of the daughter of the count, by 
treachery, and kept her 88 a hostage ; he seized upon Guienne, 
induced Baliol to take up arms, and supported the celebrated 
Scotchman William Wallace in his struggle with the English 
monarch. . 

He afterwards made an alliance with the revolted Flemings, 
and induced Albert of Austria, aon of Rodolph of Hapsburg, 
to take arms against Adolphus of N881l&U, emperor and king 
of the Romans ; the minority of the electors seconded him ; 
Adolphus of Nassau was killed, or perhaps 881l8J!Sinated in a 
battle : Albert of Austria succeeded him in the empire, and 
in his turn defended the interests of France. Philip le Bel 
in all negotiations displayed remarkable talent. Edward L, 
pressed on all aides, proposed to Philip to submit their dif
ferences to the arbitration of the pope, Boniface VIll This 
pontiff, in some respects, owed the tiara to the king of France, 
who; without hesitation, agreed to abide by his decision. 
Boniface pronounced in his favour, and only ordered the 
restitution of a part of the territories confiscated from 
Edward : he imposed a long truce upon the two kings, and 
united them by marriage. The king of England left the 
county of Flanders to its fate, and Philip gave up the protection 
of Scotland, of which Edward took possession a second time. 
The French monareh then invited, with the most flattering 
promises, the count of Flanders, to place himself in his power ; 
this unfortunate noble l'epaired with confidehce>~lhe court 
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of the king, but was instantly cast into prison, aud all his 
states were seized by Philip, who gave the Flemings the count 
de St. Paul as governor. The count and his French gentle
men despised the citizens of this industrious country, and 
believed they bad a right to plunder them. The horrible 
tyranny they displayed, again excited the people of Flanders 
to revolt : the corporate bodies ot the trades assembled, 
massacred the French in Bruges and other cities, and restored 
independence to their country. The following year the 
Flemish militia occupied Courtray, when the French army 
came and encamped before that place. The Flemings 
marched out in battle-arrsy and awaited the enemy bravely. 
They heard mass and communicated together. The knights 
who were with them gave the accolade to the leaders of the 
trades bands. They expected no qu~ from,:tl\e f(e~<;b, 
and it was repeated among them that Cti'atttil>n 'A&nle with 
Clll;ks filled with cords to strangle them with. The constable, 
Raoul de N esle, proposed to turn the Flemings, and cut them 
oft from Courtray; but the cousin of the king, Robert d' Artois, 
indignant at this prudent counsel, asked him whether he was 
afraid of the Flemings, or whether he had an understanding 
with them. The constable, son-in-law of the count of Flanders, 
replied haughtily : " Sir, if you will follow where I lead, you 
will go far enough ;" and rushed forward blindly a~ the head 
of his cavalry. Every one wished to follow him, those who 
were behind urging on the front ranks. On approaching the 
Flemings they met with a ditch five brasses wide (thirly 
French feet), into which they fell in confusion, one upou 
another, staking themselves upon the pikes of the enemy. 
To this frightful grave came all the chivalry of France, 
Artois, Chatillou, N esle, Dammartin, Dreux, Tanearv:ille, and 
a crowd of others. The Flemings had only the trouble of 
killing them, knocking them on the head with mallets of iron 
and 1~ This horrible defeat weak~;~ned the feudal power 
in France, and stren~bened royalty. Philip resolved to 
revenge in person the defeat of his nobility at Courtray, and 
entering Flanders with a formidable army, occupied Tournay : 
his fteet, united with a Genoese squadron, beat the Flemings 
at Ziriczee, and his chivalry carried oft' a brjlliant victory at 
Mons-en-Puelle, where six thousand Flemish citizens were 
left upon the field of battle ; but when be believed this 
people subdued, he saw with surprise, beneath the walls ot 
Ulle, which he was besieging, a fresh army of Fleming~t,~sixty 
tbooMDd strong, advancing to meet him ~ 9 ''tli~~eFe 1the 
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valorous citizens of Ghent, Bruges, Ypres, and the other 
cities ot Flande.rs, who had engaged themselves by oath, never 
to revisit their hearths or their homes without having ob
tained a good peace or won a glorious victory : " Better," 
said they, " die on the field of battle than live in slavery." 
Defied in his camp by this formidable army, the king listened 
to the counsels of prudence and the advice of his generals. He 
aigned a treaty by which the Flemings abandoned to hiJn 
French Flanders, as iil.r as the Lys, with the cities of Lille 
and Douai ; Philip set at liberty Robert de Bethune, son of 
Guy de Dam pierre, the new count of Flanders, and recognised 
the independence of the Flemings. 

The pride of the king had already been deeply wounded 
by the haughty Bonm.oe VIIL, who revelled in ambition, 
violence, and cupidity. Founding his power, in part, upon 
his wealth, he had, at the expiration of the thirteenth 
century, re-established the ~j~JlJila, promising entire 
remission of sins to whomsoever should visit all the churches 
of Rome during thirty consecutive days. A prodigious 
multitude of pilgrims flocked to the Eternal City, and laid 
rich offerings at the foot of the pontift Boniface then 
stretched forth his hand towards the sceptre& of Europe, in 
the character he asswned of lord and dispoeer of all : he 
offered to sell Sicily to Charles II., king of Naples ; he sum
moned Albert of Austria to his tribunal for the murder of 
Adolphus of Nassau; he protected the children of La Cerda 
in Castille; pe supported the Scots against Edward; and 
enjoined the bishop of Pamiers, whose bishopric had been 
instituted without the participation of the king, to examine 
the conduct of Philip with regard to the Church, and to in
terpose his mediation between the Holy See and the court of 
France. Philip had already, by his own authority, levied 
tenths upon the clergy : irritated by the pretensions of the 
pope and the reproaches of the bishop, he caused th~ latter 
to be informed against by some of those men of law who 
were most devoted to his will, among whom were Peter 
Flotte, his chancellor; Enguerrand de M.arigny, his confidant ; 
William de Plasian ; and William de N ogaret. These men, 
always skilful in finding those persons guilty whom the king 
wished to prove so, soon discovered sufficient cha~"ges against 
the bishop to warrant his being arrested. . Philip ordered 
this to be done, and demanded his degradation of the pope ; 
but Boniface, highly indignant that the ~ of the 
king should have dared to lay their hands' ~~Jil~ bishop, 
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:refused to comply with Philip's desire, took the judgment of 
the matter upon him~~elt, and warned the king of his mis
doings by the Bull .A.wculta, Fili Philip, rendered furious, 
being supported by the university of Paris, convoked the 
first; States-General, in which the deputies of the cities were 
sammoned with the barons and the bishops, and after making 
them acquainted with this bull, burned it in their presence. 
Boni&ce avenged himself by excommunicating the king, and 
ihe two rivals prepared for a furious contest, by reconciling 
tbemaelves with all their enemies, and by sacrificing every 
other interest to that of their mutual hatred. · The pope 
formed an alliance with .Albert of Austria, and Philip 
restored Guienne to Edward as a fie£ Convoked by him, the 
barons of France assembled at the Louvre, and William de 
Nogaret, his procureur, in the presence of the meeting 
deelared the pope heretical. He obtained a sentence against 
him, which he took upon himself to see executed ; he re
paired to Anagni, where the pope resided, and gained pos
l!eSSion of his person : Sciarra Colonna, who accompanied 
Nogaret, struck the old man with his iron gauntlet. Never
theless, Bonif8ce astonished his enemies by his courage :
"Here is my neck, here is my head," said he to them, 
"betrayed as Christ was, and ready to die, at least I will die 
pope." Delivered by the people, he expired a month after, 
at Rome, of a fever produced by excitement and passion. 

The death of Boniface did not at all appease Philip ; 
muter of the election after the decease of Benedict Xl, in 
1305, bm obliged to choose one of three candidates selected 
from among the creatures of Boniface, his choice fell upon 
Cardinal Bertrand de Goth, who had been his enemy, but 
'fith the venality of whOBe mind he was perfectly ac-

' quainted.. Philip promised to influence the French cardinsla 
in his favour, provided he would engage to stigmatize the 
memory of Boniface Vlll, his benefactor ; to grant to the 
king the tenths of the property of the clergy for five years ; 
mad to muier Aim an important seroice, which Philip 1.IKJf.dd 
claim Mid point uut when the Jl'f'(YJJeT time 8/wuld come. This . 
bargain, which the people designated the diabolical bMgain, 
1rU, it is said, concluded in a forest of Saintonge, near St. 
Jean d'Angely. Bertrand de Goth accepted it, consented 
to everything, promised to come and place himself at the 
diacretion of the king at A vignon, and became pope under 
~ 'Dimle of Clement V. He was not allow~~ w0 . .J..~ve 
hmce before he had fulfilled all hill pro~"' 'Tile ~t 



144 ORDER OF TEMPLARS DESTROYED. [.LD. 1314. 

service which Philip required, proved to be the suppreasion 
of the order of Templal'l!. Their power offended the pride 
ot the French monarch, at the same time that their immense 
riches strongly tempted his cupidity. Before they could 
have the least suspicions of his intentions, he caused every 
one of the order that was to be found in his dominions, to 
be seized and closely imprisoned ; and then was oommenced 
against them a frightful course of proceedings, in which 
tortures produced the proofs, and in which men of law, in 
the pay of Philip, performed the part of judges. The king 
confiscated the property of the victims, whom he stigma
tized with horrible imputations, without producing any legal 
proofs. The Templars perished by the axe, by fire, and by 
starvation, retracting at the moment of death all the con
fessions that torments had forced from them: James Molay, 
their grand-master, distinguished himself by his courage and 
firmness ; he protested his innocence in the midst of the 
llames, and, as it is said, cited both the monarch and the pope 
to appear before God within twelve months. 

Philip was then the most powerful king in Europe. He 
advised all sovereigns to follow his example. Edward II. of 
England, and Charles II. king of Navarre, complied with. 
his wishe.c;, and caused all the Templars in their states to be 
seized ; fifteen thousand noble families were struck by this 
terrible measure. Philip IV., amidst the atrocious acts o£ 
.his policy, continued his odious vexations upon his people ; 
he levied enormous taxes, he deteriorated the coinage, and, 
after its issue, refused to take it back again thus altered by 
himself. He caused all the Jews in his dominions to be 
poisoned in one day, sweeping the whole of their wealth into 
the royal coffers. He was the most absolute despot that 
-ever reigned in France, and yet it was he who, the first of 
his race, accorded the right of representation to the communes. 
He showed a sort of favour or deference to the citizens, con
sulting their deputies more freely than he did those of the 
nobles : he knew that the former were so proud of being 
reckoned as something, that they would make but little 
.opposition to his will, and it was from among these obscure 
men that he chose his favourites and miriisters, the most 
celebrated of whom was Enguerrand de Marigny. The king 
stood in need of support for his cruel and perfidious measures, 
and upon caJ.Iing the citizens to the States of the kingdom, 
he felt himself strong enough to fear nothin~from f. liberty 
which was only apparent : prodigal of ffiglitfM'}?ilkeliments, 
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he kept the nation in subjection by ten-or. Towards the 
end of his days, he directed his rigours against Iris own 
family : the wives of his three sons were all at the same 
timo accused of adultery ; he cast them into prison, and 
caused the unfortunate victims Sllllpected of being their lovem 
to be flayed alive. He soon after expired, recomnumding 
~ty, jtutice, and clemency to !til aons; his accomplice, 
Clement V., followed him quickly to the tomb ; the emperor, 
Henry VII., having died the preceding year. 

At the end of the thirteenth and the commencement of 
the fourteenth centuries, the French existed under a. yoke QI· 
iron, and notwithstanding the heroism displayed two cen
turies before in the communal revolutio1111, they remained, 
j;Cilerally speaking, strangers to the spirit of independence 
which prevailed in many of the European countries nearest 
to them, and to which Italy and Flanders owed their arts 
and their industry. Robert Bruce, in Scotland, and William 
Tell, in Switzerland, had freed their countries ; and yet the 
great movements which then shook some European states, 
lllOIIe less from the spirit of individual liberty, than from a 
love of national independence : thus most of the peoples of 
.Europe, after being stimnla.ted by energetic minds to con
stitute themselves as nations, sank back &ena.in under a. yoke 
• hard as that which they had shaken oft 

LOUIS :L 

Philip IV. left two brothers, three sons, and one daughter. 
The eldest, Louis X, surnamed le Hutin, on account of his 
disorderly life, was twenty·five years of age at the death ot 
his father, and had already worn the crown of Navarre 
fifteen years. His two brothers, Philip and Charles, like 
himself, were addicted to vicious courses ; and his sister 
Isabella, married to Edward IL of England, only dis
tinguished herself by crime and infamy. 

Philip le Bel had, from policy, confided the great posts of 
the state to obscure men, who owed everything to his favour; 
his family blamed this system, and one of the first acts of 
the reign of Louis X was to arrest and bring to judgment 
the Chancellor Peter La.telli, who was acquitted, and Enguer
rand de Marigny, first minister of the late king. Cha.rlea of 
Valois, uncle of the monarch, solicited, in revenge for a pcr
IOll&l injury, the arrest and death of Mariguy : this minister, 
l'elldered responsible for the tyrannical acts of h,is m~r, 
al at the same time accused of sorcery, wa.S ccond~~e<@lld 

L 
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hanged ~n the gibbet of Montfaucon. Marguerite of Bur
gundy, wife of the king, was confined in the Chiteau-Gail
lard, at Andely, upon an accusation of M.ultery ; Louis 
cau'!ed her to be strangled, that he might be at liberty to 
marry Clemence of Hungary. He lived surrounded by pro
fligate young nobles, whom he made the companions of his 
pleasures ; and the nobility took advantage of their present 
ascendancy to regain possession of some of their ancient privi
leges. He thus weakened the springs of the monarclly, 
which had been bent and arranged with so much akill and 
strength by his father ; judicial combat was revived ; con
federations of nobles were formed in most of the provinces, 
each of which obtained a charter ; the northern nobles 
recovered their regal rights : and yet the king, pressed by 
the want of money, made ordinances favourable to national 
freedom, offering to restore liberty to the pea.aants of the 
crown and people subject to main-morte ; but he gave no 
security for the rights he recognised, and such 'W88 the misery 
of the people, and the mistrust that the king inspired, that 
his ordinance was only welcomed by a very small number, 
and brought but little money to his treasury. Great diaor
ders in the finances and the horrors of a famine, accompanied 
by astonishing scandals, marked the rapid course of thia 
reign: the clergy themselves were seen in the provinces 
heading processions of penitents entirely naked, in order to 
obtain from heaven a favourable time for the harvests. 
Louis X. died in 1316, in consequence of an impn1dence, 
leaving hili wife, Clemence of Hungary, pregnant. The only 
fruit of his first marriage was & daughter named J a.ne, then 
BlX years of age. 

PHILlP V. 

Philip V., called le Long, brother of Louis le Hutin, took 
possession of the regency, to the prejudice of the queen, who 
gave birth to a son, named John. This child only lived a 
few days, and Philip, uncle of the Princess Jane, already in 
possession of royal authority, caused it to be decreed by the 
States General and the University of France, that females 
should be for ever excluded from the succession to the French 
crown. 

The new king felt the necessity for the support of the 
lawyers, and granted them a perfectly special favour. He 
gave attention to internal government ; named the captains
general of the provinces and the captains G O<e!}t(!s, and 
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organized the militias of the communes, ordering, however, 
that their arms should remain· deposited in the residences of 
the captains, untJ.l a necessity should arise for their being 
employed. With the exception of. a rapid and nseless expe
dition into Italy, he had no war, either domestic or toreign, 
to carry on, and yet blood flowed freely in France during his 
reign. A fresh religious fury seized the shepherds and in
habitants of the country, designated under the nam~ of PatJ
toureaw: ; they assembled in crowds with the intention of 
going to the Holy Land to deliverthe holy sepulchre; from 
mendicants they became thieves, and it was necessary they 
should be punished. They offered np all the Jews they tell 
in with as a holocaust to God, and after having committed 
a multitude of robberies aJ;!.d murders, they were almost 
all11188118Cred and destroyed by the seneschal oi Carcassonne. 
A horrible proscription enveloped the lepers in this reign ; 
they were accused of having poisoned the waters oi the 
kingdom. Philip V. and Pope John XXIL, both believing 
in magic, gave credence to the crime of the lepers, without 
verifying it any other way than by terrible tortures : from 
tbat time all persoos aftl.icted with any complaint of the 
skin were arrested and accused of sorcery ; as such they 
were interdicted from having recourse to the tribunals of 
the kingdom : the Jews, suspected of being their accomplices, 
perished in simila.r torments. In the midst ot these atro
cious executions, the king fell ill of a species of languor ; 
the relics ot the holy chapel were brought to him, and he 
kissed them devoutly ; but they could not restore him, and 
he died at Longchamp, in 1322. 

Many of the ordinances of Philip V. are remarkable for 
the continual confusion of the personal interests of the king 
with those of the kingdom, and for the desire of regulating 
the use ot the sovereign will, without, however, assigning 
any limit to it. By an ordinance of 1318, the king engages 
himself to be present :1t mass every morning, and regulates 
the manner in which his bed is to be made ; by another he 
torbids himself to alienate any of the domains of the crown, 
and revokes all his father's gifts. Among these numerous 
edicts, those which organize the militias, the chambers of 
aeeounts, the administration of waters and forests, and the 
olli.ce ot receivers, denote the progress of order, and the sub
ecituti.on of despotism supported by law tor despotism ac~ 
qaired and preserved by the sword. . . . Gooole L 2 D1Q1t1zed by () 
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CB~IV. 

Philip V. had one son and four daughters when be re
quired the States General to exclude, in perpetuity, all 
females from the throne. A few months afterwards, he lost 
his son, and was the first person wounded in his paternal 
love by the law he had been the means of passing : his bro
ther Charles inherited his sceptre ; he was the third son of 
Philip le Bel, and was twenty-eight years of age. He issued 
ordinances to ameliorate the fate of the lepers and the Jews, 
which is almost all we know of his reign, of which there is 
no historian. The foundation of the floral games at Tou
louse dates from this period. 

Whilst civil war was desolating England, Charles, at the 
instigation of Queen Isabella, his sister, usurped the rights 
of Edward, in Aquitaine. The English monarch sent his 
son to render homage : Charles detained the young prince 88 

a hostage at his court, and furnished his sister with troops 
and money to combat her husband with : this unfortunate 
king was made prisoner, and shortly afterwards a frightful 
death put an end to his days. Charles IV. fell ill about 
this period, and ordered that if the queen, who was then 
pregnant, should h6 brought to bed of a son, his cousin-ger
man, Philip of Valois, should be regent of the kingdom ; 
but if the child should prove to be a daughter, his wish was 
that tbe twelve peers and the high barons of France, sitting 
in Parliament, should decree the crown to the person whose 
claims seemed to them the strongest. He died on Christmas 
Day of the same year. Thus were all the sons of Philip 1e 
Bel extinct, carried off in the prime of life, seeming to ac
complish the judgment of God, with which tlte house of this 
prince bad for a long time been threatened, in the eyes of 
t.hfl people, as a punishment for their crimea. 

CHAPTER II. 
Reign of Philip of Valois. 1328-1350. 

WITH the new reign commenced a long series of disastrous 
wars between England and France. When the calamities 
they gave birth to had transformed, in the eyes of the people, 
the private personal rivalries of their kings into national 
rivalries, the French and English began to~~~ge them
selves they were natural enemies, aiia;dtb\..:J'elie'Qh\srortune 
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of humanity, this prejudice existed during five centuries. 
Nevertheless the war ot the fourteenth century only broke 
out as preceding wars had done, for the interest of their 
10vereigns, who both made pretensions to the succeasion ot 
Cl;larles IV. 

· Jane)>f(E~the widow of this monarch, was delivered 
of a daughter, and, according to the will of the late king, 
1he parliament was called upon to decide as to the claims of 
the eandidates for the throne. The two principal were the 
:regent Philip of Valois, cousin-german to Charles IV. and 
Edward Ill., king of England, son of Isabella, sister of tho 
three last kings of France. The interpretation, already 
twice given to the Salic law, then received its third and last 
sanction : females were declared to be without any right to 
ihe crown, which the parliament solemnly adjudged to 
Philip of Valois. This decision was from that time recog
Dised as the fundamental law of the state. Ideas of legality 
began to penetrate into the minds o_f nations, and Q.ght was 
invoked to the support of strength ; nevertheless, no con
stitution had fixed the rights of heirship to the crown, anc:\ 
Ptlilip, in his quality of regent, had exercised so great an 
infiuence over the jurisconsults, creatures of the kings and 
flatterers of power, that whilst himself appealing to the law, 
1Mward was not willing to acknowledge the authority of the 
hnryers charged with the interpretation of it, and he ap
pealed from their decision to his sword. But. many years 
passed away before he declared war against Philip of Valois : 
he even at first rendered him homage for the fiefs be pas
Bellied in France. 

Philip, count of Evreux., husband of Jane, daughter of 
Louis X., was the third candidate for the throne; he obtained 
from the king the kingdom of Naples, to which his wife had 
legitimate claims from her grandmother, and which thus 
became separated from the crown of France. 

Philip of Valois was thirtyoflix years of age, when, in 1328, 
he was recognised as king. This prince was brave, violent, 
vindictive, and cruel : skilful in all bodily exercises, he was 
ignorant of even the first principles of the military art, or ot 
financial administration ; with him the art of reigning con
llisted in inspiring terror by punishment, and admiration by 
pomp and magnificence. The first acts of his reign were the 
alteration of the coinage, and sentence of death against 
Pmr Remy, minister of finance under the pre~g re~. 
Philip VL accused him of extortion ; Rem'fl•'was \;p:iiwt~ 



150 WAR OF 100 YEAB8 WITH ENGLAND. [A.D.1831. 

and the king appropriated his rich "spoils to himself. He aoon 
marched into Flanders, to the assistance of the ferocious 

· Count Louis, always at war with his subjects, and the bloody 
battle of Cassel, in which thirteen thousand Flemings were · 
slaughtered, restored his states to the count : the ~ and· 
tortures of ten thousand citizens signalized his return into 
that city, which was reduced to ashes. 

The issue of a scandalous trial gave birth to tbe fiJs5 8t'rm& 
of discord between Edward IlL and Philip VL :aoo.t of 
Artois, brother-in-law ot Philip, bad in vain suborned wit
nesses to obtain from the king and parliament tllat his 
county of Artois, adjudged to his aunt Mahaut, should be 
restored to him. Blinded by fury, after having uSelessly 
employed esse!l!!ins, he bad recourse to demons, and the king, 
filled with the gross superstitions of the age, learned with tenor 
that he and his son were both ent10tlltes by his brother-in-Jaw. 
It was then believed that, by causing a little waxen image, the 
effigy of any one, to be baptized by a priest and then pierced 
with a needle at the place where the heart should be, the 
person represented would suffer from the wound and would 
die immediately. Demons were evoked in this magic opet.
tion, which was called making a 'IXIfllt against any one, or to 
m"oult him. The king was not more exempt than his people 
from the terror this absurd belief inspired. Robert, pursued 
by his vengeance, found an asylum at the court of Edward, 
and did his atmost to promote a war. Bat more powerful 
allies soon summoned this monarch to the continent ; the 
cruelties of the count of Flanders had once more roused the 
indignation of his subjects ; Ghent, the richest and most 
populoUH city of the Low Countries, had revolted, and placed 
at the head of the malcontents the celebrated brewer Jaque
mart Artevelt, who became the soul of a fresh Flemish league 
against Count Louis and France. Standing in need of the 
support of England, Artevelt acknowledged Edward, in the 
name of Flanders, king of France. About the same time, 
the emperor, Louis IV. of Bavaria, irritated against Philip 
for having refused. to pay homage for the fiefS he held of the 
empire on the left bank of the Rhine, declared solemnly in 
the diet of Coblentz, assembled in 1336, that. Philip 'Wtl8 :de
prived of all claims to protection from the empire, until he 
bad restored his maternal inheritance to Edward, and named 
the latter his vicar for all the lands on the left of the Rhine 
held o~ the imperial crown. The chivalric John, king of 

o;g;,;,ed by Goog I e 
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Bohemia, however, being a firm ally of Philip's, and intrusted 
by him with the employment oflarge sums of money, contrived 
to eeduce the German princes, and even the emperor him
tie~ and obtained their neutrality in the terrible conflict 

· about to commence between the kings of France and Eng
land : he succeeded, likewise, in causing the Flemings to be 
excommunicated by Pope Benedict Xll, whom Philip made 
subeervient to his wishes by threatening him with the fate 
of Boniface VIII. Edward then aammed the title of king 
of France, landed in Flanders, at the head of a formidable 
army, and confirmed all the privileges of the Flemings. 
Philip, with superior forces, maintained a defensive war 
against him, refasing to come to a general action. The 
English, however, surprised the French fleet, shut up in a 
liSl'l'OW creek near the Ecltlse ; they attacked it, and obtained 
a complete victory : France lost on this day ninety vessels, 
and more than thirty thoU81Lild warriors. An armistice be
tween the two nations was the consequence. 

A sa.Dguinary war, deeply injurious to France, broke out 
the year following in Brittany. John IlL, duke of that 
province, died without issue ; two concurrents c:lisputed his 
inheritance : the one was Charles of Blois, husband of one of 
his nieces, and nephew of the king of France ; the other, 
Montfort, deacended by his mother from the famous Simon 
de Montfort, conqueror of the Albigeois ; he was the younger 
brother of the last duke, and had been disinherited by him. 
The court of peers, devoted to the king, adjudged the duchy 
to Charles of Blois, his nephew. Montfort immediately took 
}'Oi!Eeasion of the strongest places, and did homage for Brittany 
to Edward, whose assistance at the same time he implored. 
This war, in which Charles of Blois 'W88 supported by France, 
md Montfort by England, lallted twenty-tour years without 
interruption, and presented, amidst deeds of heroism, a long 
train of perfidies and atrocious brigandages. Among the 
most remarkable combats ot this terrible struggle, history 
mentions, during a truce with England, the battle of tM 
~Ai.rtie., a sanguinary duel between thirty Bretons, under 
John of Beaumanoir, and thirty English, commanded- by 
Bemborough. The victory remained with the Bretons, but 
it had no influence over the issue of the war. Two females, 
two heroines, likewise, not only emulated, but furnished a 
brilliant example for the warriors of this period : these were, 
Jane Ia Boiteuse (the lame), wife of Charles of .Blois, and 

DIQitlzed by Goog l e 
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Jane the Fleming, wife of Montfort; they were the soul of 
their parties, and the defence of Hennebon rendered Jane de 
Montfort immortal. 

Chal·les of Blois, nephew of Philip VI., only inherited the 
duchy of Brittany by the female line : the king maintained 
his cause from family interests, and did not scrnple to have 
recourse to both perfidy and cruelty. At a tournament, to 
which the Breton knights repaired without the least suspi
cion or apprehension, be caused twelve of the party of Mont
fort to be seized; Oliver Cli'ISOn, one ot the most powerful 
nobles of Brittany, was of the number : all were decapitated 
without any legitimate cause, or even the pretence of a triaL 
The widow of Clisson immediately took possession, by sur
prise, of a fortress belonging to the king, and put all the 
garrison to the sword before his face : the relations and 
friends of the knights put to death by treachery all passed 
over to the side of Montfort, and defied his enemies. One 
of these, Geoffrey d'Hareourt, being threatened with the 
same fate by Philip, obtained from King Edward a vow to 
avenge them ; and the following year an English army, com
manded by the same d'Harcourt, landed in N orma.ndy, and 
ravaged the country up to the very walls of Paris. Philip, 
calling around him all the nobility of France, assembled a 
iormidable army, before which that of Edward retreated. 
The retreat of the English was difficult : very inferior in 
numbers to the French, they forded the Somme at Blanqui
taque, and finding the~lves constrained to fight, they forti
fied a position upon a hill which dominates the village of 
Crecy. The French bad come up by forced marches. If 
they had taken rest, with prudent dispositions, their suc
cess would have been certain ; but the impatient Philip, 
the moment he arrived within sight of the enemy, commanded 
his Genoese archers, who formed his vanguard, to commence 
the attack. It was in vain the archers represented to him 
that they were exhausted by fatigue and hunger, and that the 
rain had rendered their bows useless ; the command was re
peated, they rushed forward with great bravery, but they 
were repulsed. Philip, rendered furious by this first disaster, 
ordered the Genoese to be massacred, and his brother, the 
duke of Alen~ton, trampled them under the feet of his cavalry. 
This ferocious set ruined the army ; the English took advan
tage of the confusion of the front ranks to pour down upon 
them ; the van Willi driven back upon the m¥n body1"'" and a. 
frightful carnage was begun : thirty tlfousan'd'~b.h lost 
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-their lives, and among them were eleven princes and twelve 
hundred nobles and knights. The prime nobility of France 
was swept away upon this memorable and so.ngtiinary day. 
The celebrated Black Prince, only fifteen years of age, com
manded the English, under King Edward his father, and 
oontributed powerfully to the victory. Philip, wounded 
twice, and dragged away from the field of battle by his 
friends, entered Abbeville, followed by only five knights. 

The taking ot Calais w~ one of the most fatal results ot 
the defeat at Crooy. The inhabitants of that city, after a 
brave defence of eloven months, compelled by famine to 
eapitulate, were summoned by Edward to give up six of their 
number upon whom he might satisfy his vengeance. At this. 
news the people broke out into loud lamentations : " But, 
then," says Froi.ssard, " arose the richest citizen of the city, 
named the Sire Eustache de St. Pierre, and he spoke thus before 
all : ' Great pity and great misfm-tune would it be to suffer 
8l1ch a people to perish. I have such great hope of finding 
grace and pardon before our Lord, if I die to save these people, 
that I will be the ·first, and will place myself willingly at the 
mercy of the' king of England.' When Sire Eustache had 
spoken the8e words, the crowd was deeply moved, and women 
and children cast themseives weeping at his feet ; then an
other citizen, who had two daughters, and was named John 
d'Aire, arose and. said he would accompany his gossip Sire 
Euatacbe." This noble example was follo,ved by the two 
biothers Wissant; and at·length two other citizens, whOS& 
Jl8llle8 history has not preserved, offered to share their fate • 
.All the six, with cords round their necks, and carrying the 
keys of the city in their hands, were led by the governor, 
John de Vienne, to the camp of the English : upon seeing 
them, Edward called for the executioner ; but the queen and 
her son interceded for them and obtained their pardon. All 
the inhabitants of Calais were driven from the city, and it 
became an English colony, which, during two hundred years, 
left France open to foreign armies. The taking of this im
portant place was followed by a truce between the two 
monarchs. 

The disasters of war abated in no degree the pride or the 
magnificence of Philip of Valois. When his treasury was 
empty, he altered the coinage, or else got together some pre
~ barons, and deputies of cities, upon whom he imposed 
his will ; be compelled them to sanction fresh ta-x-ey0all!d it 
.._ by their means he decreed the impost 0 of' tH}t~en ibth 
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denier upon the price of all merchandise that was sold, and 
established the gabelle, procuring as a tax the monopoly in 
salt throughout the kingdom. The preamble of these edi.cta 
declares that they were issued for the welfare and in the 
interest of the good people; and by the national will ; never
theless the Sta.te.Genera.l were legally summoned but once 
during this reign, and then only signalized thelW!elves by 
their servility. 

The frighttul pla.goe, known under the name of the Plague 
of Florence, exercised its ravages in France during the year 
1348. It is estimated that it ~ept away about a third part 
of the inhabitants of the kingdom. The ignorant and super
stitious populace accused the Jews of having poisoned the 
rivers and fountains ; and these unfortunate people wet:e 
burnt and massacred by thousands. So many calamities 
served as an aliment to superstition and fanaticism. Enthu

. siasts of both sexes, believing, like the fa.quirs of India, that 
~ sufferings were acceptable to the Divinity, were seen in 
numerous bands, wandering, half-naked, through cities and 
countries, scarifying their shoulders with whips, in order to 
efface, as they l!8.id, the sins of the world : they were called 
Flagellants : this sect, pursued and exterminated by the 
Church, had but a short existence. Philip had rendered the 
power of the Inquisition formidable in France ; neverthelees 
he authorized appeals as of abuses from the ecclesiastical 
tribunals to the P&l'liament. In 1350, though advanced in 
age, he married young Blanche of Navarre, sister of King 
Charles, surnamed the Bad, and died a few . months after, in 
his fifty-eighth year. He bought Jl.fontpellier for 120,000 
crowns, of James II., last king of Majorca, and acquired, in 
1349, from the Dauphin Humbert II., the province of Dau
phiny, which was given as an apanage to the eldest sons of 
the kings of France, who from that time bore the title of 
Da11phin. · 

CHAPTER III. 
Reign of King John. 1350-1364. 

To disasters of the last war with the English, the prodi
gality, the frauds, the exactions of King John, and the mal
versations of his ministers, were the princi.pal causes that in 
his reign rendered the States-General inde~ndent of the 
crown, aDd gave them a new and almostJ ;, absdlU~thority. 
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This revolution was also due, in part, to the growing import
ance of the bourgeoisie, or the third estate, in number !Uld in 
fortune. Continual intercourse with the lta,lians !Uld the 
nations of the East had rapidly developed among the French 
nobility habits of great luxury ; in the fourteenth century 
particu.la.rly, expensive tastes made marked progress, and 
gave birth to new branches of industry, which added greatly 
to the comforts of the citizen class. This body, whilst 
acquiring wealth, with it a.lso acquired the feeling of its own 
lh'ength, and evinced more courage and perseverance in 
involriDg and det.mding the.rights of individual liberty !Uld 
of property. 

Until the reign of John, the members of this class had 
not appeared to be animated by any national spirit ; they 
seemed to have remained strangers to the political interests 
ot the kingdom : country, with them, was confined within 
the circamference of the city ; they abandoned to the great 
vassals and the king the care of watching over the destinies 
ot the state, and all their energy was at first displayed, not 
against the government which had often protected them, but 
against the tyrannical oppression of their respective lords. 
When, however, royal authority had crushed them beneath 
its intolerable weight, they seized, in order to resist it, the 
moment in which they saw it shaken by unheard-of misfor
tunes and incredible faults, and united themselves with the 
clergy and the nobility against it. The States-General from 
that time assumed IUl imposing aapect ; but the result of 
their energetic efforts was transient. Very soon the two 
first orders of the ·state became terrified at the BUcctliiB 

obtained in the States against the authority of the prince ; 
they were indignant at the importance which. the order of 
the third estate had so suddenly acquired, and plainly per
ceived that the interests of this order, which had a strong 
tendency to social equality, were direcUy opposed to their 
interests, which existed but upon privileges : they abandoned 
it, theref'Ore, to itself. Hostile to the crown in some respects, 
they united themselves with it aga.iDSt the third estate, and 
the disasters with which the bourgeoisie was oppressed after 
some ephemeral triumphs, turned to the advantage of royal 
despotism. 

John was more than thirty years of age when, in 1360, 
he succeeded hia. mther, Philip of Valois. Although some 
care~~ taken of his_edu~tion, it ~. left, (~ ~t!ler 
a valiant lorlght than a W186 and expenenced bxm:g • '~mpe-
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tuous in character, unsteady in mind, 88 rash 88 brave, 
p1·odigal, obstinate, vindictive and full of pride, perfectly 
instructed in the laws of chivalry, and ignorant of the duties
of the throne, he was always ready to sacrifice to the pre
judices of honour, as they were then understood, the righte 
of his :mbjects and the int~rests of the state. Frqce was 
exhausted at the period of his accession, and yet he sp&Ted 
no expense in the festivals of his coronation ; the ~xpendi
ture was so enormous, and the poverty of the royal treasury 
was so great, that the king found himself obliged to convoke 
the States of the kingdom. The first acts of his reign were 
characterized by violence and despotism ; he seized the per
son of the count of Eu, the constable, who, a prisoner to the 
English, and free on his parole, had come into France to 
collect money for his ransom. John aCcused him of treason, 
and ordered his head to be strudt off without the ceremony 
of a trial. In the course of the same year he issued eighteen 
ordinances for the alteration of the coinage by increasing 
and diminishing, by turns, the value of the gold mark, and 
confiscated the credits of the Jewish and Lombard mer
chants established in his kingdom ; he forbade his subjects 
to discharge their debts to them under pain of being com
pelled to pay the money again. These disastrous ordinances 
struck to the very heart of commerce, and threatened to 
entirely destroy it. The Jews and the Italians carried on 
then, almost alone, all the mercantile transactions of France ; 
a great number left that country ; others, to compensate for 
their risks, acquired enormous profits, which augmented the 
general misery. The king, after so many iniquitous acts, 
did not hesitate to convoke the States of his kingdom, and 
such was still at that period the ignorance or the subser
viency of the deputies, that not a single murmur was heard. 
The monarch treated in private with the deputies of each 
province, obtained what he wanted, and dismissed them. 

These new supplies were exhausted at the moment in 
which the truce between England and France was about to 
expire. Edward reproached John with having deprived 
him of the ransom of the constable by asAA..ciBinating him, 
and swore to take vengeance for this crime. Another enemy, 
almost ~ formidable, about the same time declared war 
against the king of France ; this was Charles, king of 
Navarre and count of Evreu.x. This prince, as well as 
Edward, had claims to the crown in the female line, and was 
even nearer by a degree, as being son ofca ,dau~tev~'Louis 
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le Rutin. King John, whose son-in-law he was, had the 
imprudence to make him his enemy by not faithfully paying 
the dowry of his daughter, whilst he loaded with benefits 
and made constable the Spaniard Charles de la Cerda, the 
personal enemy of the king of Navarre. This monarch, 
whose vices and cruelties procured him the surname of the 
Bad, surpllised the constable at l'Aig1e, in Normandy, and 
assssinated him ; then summoning to his banner all the 
Norman barons and nobles, he braved the fury of King 
John, who, finding he could do nothing by force of arms, 
cited him to a bed of justice. Charles of Navarre con~~ented 
to appear, received his pardon of the king, and was recon
ciled to him by the treaty of V alogne. The war with Eng
land, however, was renewed at the termination of the truce : 
the king issued more ordinances for flililifying the coinage ; 
the value of the gold mark rose from four livres to seven
teen, and then fell again to four livres. These odious pro
ceedings only brought very inefficient relief to the treasury. 
The king, in order to create others, convoked the States
General of the Langne d'Oil, at Paris, in 1355. 

The States met on the 2nd of December, in the great 
chamber of the parliament. The archbishop of Rouen, 
Peter de Ia Forest, chancellor of France, opened the assembly 
and demanded subsidies for the war. John of Craon, arch
bishop of Reims, in the name of the clergy ; Gauthier de 
Brienne, duke of Athens, in the name of the nobility ; and 
Stephen Marcel, provost of the merchants, in the name of 
the third estate, protested their devotion to the king, and 
retired to deliberate among themselves upon the amount of 
snbaidies to be granted, and upon the reform of abuses. 
Their first declaration announced that a revolution was about 
to be effected in men's minds; it asserted that no regulation 
would have the force of Jaw, unless it had been approved by 
the three orders, and that an order which should have 
refused its consent, would not be bound by the vote of the 
other two. By this famous declaration, the third estate , 
made itself recognised all at once, as a political power, equal ' 
to the clergy or the nobility. The demands of the king ' 
were solemnly discussed, and before being subscribed to, the 
States required that the value of the silver mark should be 
stable, and. remain hell to four livres twelve sous : they 
sappressed a right assumed by all the purveyors of the king, 
the princes, and great officers, which co~ o~ ta}ting, 
without paying for it, whilst travellin"g;'"e~t"e~ethey 



158 NEW TAXES AND FRESH TROUBLES. [A.D: 1356. 

stood in need of ; they interdicted proceedings for the 
recovery of the credits forced from the Italian merchants, 
and abolished the monopolies established by people in office ; 
they undertook, in return, to furnish thirty thousand men-at
arms, and five million livres for the pay of an army ; but 
they insisted that this money should remain in the hands of 
their receivers, and be levied by themselves. They agreed 
to meet again on the 1st of March of the following year, to 
receive the accounts of the treasurers, and again at the end 
of another year, to renew the imposts, if occasion for them 
should exist, and provide for the expenses of the war. The 
king promised to respect these conditions. 

It Wa.s thus the nation appeared to have regained its 
ancient political 8886mblies, and that the monarch was 
brought to acknowledge the legal division of sovereign 
power between himself and the three orders of the States
General. But the latter, however skilful in reforming abuses 
and recovering valuable rights, evinced deplorable incapacity 
in aseessing the imposts. Composed of men without experi·· 
ence, gathered together from all parts of the kingdom, and 
unknown to each other, being able to obtain only three 
days from the king to devise means to fill the treasury, 
restore public confidence, organize the army, and drive the 
enemy out ot the kingdom,-they established the gabelle, or 
impost upon salt, and an aid of eight deniers in the pound 
upon the sale of all merchandise. The first of these imposts, 
falling upon an article indispensable to all, atfected the 
poorest and most numerous class ; the second, to which 
persons of every state and every condition were subject, 
wounded the pretensions of the nobility and clergy, annoyed 
the trading class with an intolerable inquisition, and impeded 
all mercantile operations. Ominous symptoms of discord 
soon appeared : the people murmured, foreign traders aban
doned the kingdom, French merchants threw up their 
business, commerce was extinguished ; both cities and 
countries opposed the establishment of the ga,belle,'and were 
loud in their complaints against the States ; the ecclesiastics 
refused to perform divine ~rvice, in order to avoid paying 
the impost. Several seditions broke out ; the inllabitants of 
Arras rose tumultuously, and slaughtered fourteen ot their 
burgesses. In the midst of these disturbance\ the time 
came round in which the States were to 8886mble again ; but 
already the people, incapable of penetrating toct,]).~ M~ of 
the evil, began to doubt the fidelity of t~ell" aepM:l'ei ; they 
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mspected them of being the accomplices of their oppressors. 
A great number oi cities declined sending to the States ; the 
Normans and the Picards retlllled to be represented in the 
1118eDlbly, and declared they would not pay the two last 
established taxes: the king of Navarre and the Count 
d'Harcourt fomented the revolt, and supported the malcon
tenls. The new States-General, much less numerous than 
the preceding meeting, abolished the gabelle and the aid of 
eight deniers in the pound upon the sale of merchandises, 
and replaced these imposts by a tax proportionate to every 
fomme. 

The king, however, who had only pardoned Charles ot 
Na-varre ior the murder of his constable h-om his incapacity 
to punish him, seized an opportunity for satisfying both his 
ancient and his new resentments. He learned that on an 
appointed day, the Dauphin had invited to his table, at the 
eutle of Rouen, the king of Navarre, the Countd'Harcourt, 
and eeveral other nobles : be left Orleans, where he then 
vas, entered Rouen on the day fixed, followed by a numerous 
escort, and presented himself at the entrance of the hall in 
which the nobles were seated at table. Messire Arnoul 
d'Andenheim preceded him, and drawing his sword, said:
"Let no one stir, whatever he may see, unless he wishes 
to die by this sword." King John advanced towards the 
table, and the guests, seized with terror, roee to salute him ; 
when, laying his hand upon Charles of Navarre, the king 
seized him, and shaking him with violence : " Traitor," said 
he, " thou art not worthy to sit at the table of my son, I will 
neiiher eat nor drink while thou livest." Upon witnessing 
this violence, a squire ot the king of Navarre, Colinet de 
Breville, drew his cutlass, and pointing it towards the breast 
of the king, said he would lrill him : " Let that man be 
arrested as well as his master," cried King John. The 
eerjeant-at-arms immediately took the king of Navarre into 
his custody, who in vain demanded mercy. The Dauphin, 
who was then very young, threw himself at the feet of his 
faiher: "Ah! sire," said he, "you are dishonouring me ! 
What. will be said ot me, when men learn that I had the 
king and his" barons, ready to dine with me, in my own hall, 
and you treat them thus ! it will be said I have betrayed 
them." " Be silent, Charles," replied the Icing, "they are 
wicked traitors; you do not know all that I know." The 
king stepped forward a few paces, and seizing ~iron ~· 
struck the Count d'Harcourt heavily witlf' '9 i.t"d be't~~:& t he 
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shoulders, exclaiming : " On, proud traitor ! by the soul of 
my father, you shall not escape." Two nobles of the train 
of the king of Navarre were arrested with this prince and 
his squire. King John ordered the prisoners to the castle
yard, and said to the captain of his guard : " Deliver us from 
these men." D'Ha.rcourt and the three noblemen were im
mediately decapitated before him. Royal dignity saved 
Charles of N a.va.rre : John spared his head, but he detained 
him prisoner, shut him up in the tower of the Louvre, and 
took possession of his apanage.* 

This act of violence brought great evils upon the kingdom ; 
Philip of Navarre, father of King Charles, and Geoffrey 
d'Ha.rcourt, uncle of the beheaded count, immediately joined 
the king of England, acknowledged him king of France, and 
paid him homage for their domain& Edward proclaimed 
himself the avenger of the gentlemen who bad been ex· 
ecuted ; he sent a. formidable army into N orma.ndy, whilst 
the prince of Wales carried fire and sword to the heart of 
the kingdom, ravaged Auvergne, the Limousin, and Berri, 
and drew near to Tours. John, whose vindictive fury bad 
brought this new stain upon France, made a vow to fight the 
prince ofWales, whenever he should meet him: he convoked 
his barons, his great vassals, and his nobles. The army 
~mbled in 1356, in the plains of Chartres: they overtoOk 
the English in the neighbourhood of Poitiers. Famine was 
beginning to be telt in the enemy's army, and the Black 
Prince offered very advantageous terms to France. If J obn 
llad not persisted in fighting, the English might :have been 
conquered by famine, and compelled to la.y down their arms ; 
but so much prudence was not consistent with the spirit of 
thelie chivalrous times : battles were not calculations, but the 
fruit of an unexpected meeting and a warlike impulse ; they 
·decided le88 the existence than the honour of nations. The 
French army was likewise more than sixty thousand strong, 
whilst that of the English only amounted to eight thousand. 
King John then resolved to fight, and might reckon on victory. 

The Bla.ck Prince had but two thousand horse, four thon· 
sand archers, and two thousand foot-soldiers, and l).e saw 
before him an army of fifty thousand combatants, among 
whom, besides the king ot France and his four sons, were 
twenty-six dukes or counts, and a hundred and forty ban· 
nerets. He fixed his camp at Maupertuis, two leagues north 
.of Poitiers. upon a hill covered with he ~ bushes, and 

* Froisarcl, Cbroni~Jtd by ogle 
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'fines, impracticable to cavalry and favourable to marksmen ; 
he concealed his archers among the bushes, dug ditches, anti 
~~~~m>unded his position with palisades and waggons; in short, 
he made his camp one great redoubt, open only in the middle 
by one narrow defile, which waa fenced by a double hedge. 
At the top of this defile was posted the little English army, 
on foot, in cloee order, and covered on all sides ; behind a 
hill which separated the two armies, was an ambuscade of 

· six hundred archers and horsemen. 
The French army was placed in an oblique line, in three 

btaulu, or divisions. The left and most advanced wing was 
c:ommanded by the duke of Orleans, brother of the king; the 
centre, behind, by the sons of the king ; and the right wing, 
or reserve, by the king himsel£ The battle-cries weff! 
beginning to be heard, when two legates interposed their 
mediations. The prince of Wales consented to give up his 
c:onqueets and his prisoners, and not to act against France for 
eeven years ; but John required that he and a hundred of his 
brighte shonld surrender themselves prisoners. This the 
EDgliah refused to do; and the king, who might have sub
dued them by famine, gave the signal for battle. 

A body of three hundred men-at-arms advanced into the 
defile ; a shower of arrows destroyed them ; the troops that 
followed, disordered by this attack, fell back upon the left 
wing, and threw it into confusion. This waa but an affair of 
U1e vanguard, but the English ambuscade, throwing them
aelves all at once upon the centre division, this latter, seized 
with a panic terror, took to flight without fighting. Upon 
aeeiug this, Chandos, the most illnstrioua captain of the 
.Eogtiah army, cried out to the prince of Wales : " Ride 
forward ! ride forward ! the day is yours ! "• The English 
descended the hill, and carried everything before them. 
" Three sons of the king," says Froissard, " with more than 
eight hundred sound and unbroken lances, which had nEWer 
been near their enemies, fled." The left wing, in complete 
diaorder, took refuge behind the king's division, already in 
confusion, but still intact. The English marched out in good 
order from the defile, and, advancing on to the plain, found 
themselves in front of this division, in which was the king 
wi~h his youngest son and the most brilliant of his nobility. 
'l'he French bad still greatly the advantage over their enemies 
in numbers ; but John, to his misfortune, remembering that 
the disaster of Crecy was caused by the French cavalrv cried 

• o'q''''ed b;c;-c, gte 
• Chevauchez aftllt ! Ia JOUrDM ett v61n. 

ltl 
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aloud: "Dismount! dismount I" He himaelf leaped from 
his horse, and headed his troops, battleaxe in hand. Tlut 
melee was severe and bloody ; but the French knights wen 
11D8ble to contend on foot against the great horses ot the 
English and the arrows of the archers ; they fought till they 
were all dead or taken, but without order, by troops, or com
panies, as they happened to be together or scattered. There 
perished the flower of the chivalry of France. The kiDg re
mained almost alone, bareheaded, wounded, but intrepid, 
wielding his battleaxe bravely, in company with his youngest; 
10n, who parried the blows aimed at his father : he wu 
obliged to surrender. • 

The Black Prince, scarcely twenty-six years of age, proved 
himself worthy of his good fortune ; he treated the CODqll8r8d 
king with the greatest respect, declaring that the prise oC 
valour on this memorable day was due to him. Such wu 
the disaHtrous issue of the celebrated battle of Poitien. The 
tiauphin, already named by his father lieutena.n.1rpleral of 
the kingdom, took the reins of government during the cap
tivity of the king : he issued six onlinanoes upon the coinage, 
to provide for the pressing wants of the treasury, and CQilo

voked at Paris, that I!&Ine year, the States of the l.&ngue 
e'Oil. 

The disaster of Pomers and the captivity of the king J.d. 
plunged the kingdom into moarning, and every one, at. 
this dangerous crisis, aclmowledged the extnlme import&Dce 
ef the SWes-General convoked by the dauphin ia 1306 : 
eight hundred deputies were sent thither : Charles of Bloia. 
euk.e of Brittany, presided over it. Fifty coJJllllillliODen, 
JWDed by them, immediately required that the miniat.ers of 
King John should be brought to Vial, offering to forfeit all 
they were worth, if the innocence of the accused should 'be 
established: they demanded that the king oi Navarre ahoald 
be set at liberty, and that a oouncil should be instituted to 
aeaist the prince, c:ompoeed of four prelates, twelve Jmi~ 
and twelve burgesses. Jealous of the authority which the 
States arnJg&ted to themselves, the dauphin requirecl time 
for coosideration ; he dragged on the discussio~ he flattezed 
the deputies, abused them by vain words, and at 1~ tired 
~em out : most of them returned to their homes, and the 
assembly broke up without having obtained or granted m~
thing. The dauphin had greater hopes from the 81116mbly of 
the ~~tea of the Langue d'Oc ; these, in fact _granted some 
subSldies and some troops; but they claimed >liberti:Wind the 
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l'ipt of administering their own finances. These weak aids 
-.e mr from being llllflicient for the wants of the kingdom. 
Tile English laid W8llte the finest pro.Wces ; commerce was 
IIIJiibiJated ; soldiers, ~ witaottt pay, ravaged the 
tllltize euautry ; there waa no security for peaaanw in tbsir 
~ or for monb and D11D8 in their convent~~ ; the &ban .. 
....._ fields remained uucult.rnated, and the cities noeived a 
~ of men without MJlom and without bread, who 
~t &mine with them into their-walls; and to complete all, 
tile euemy"W88 at the gates of Pari& It waa amidst eo many 
-.1 suell pat calamitial that St.pheu Marcel, provost of the 
-dwaa of the city, diaplayed gr-.t courage and qnalitiee 
4 a IIUpl!l'ior gauiU& He llllimatad the Pa.riliaus, he com-
.,.._ and fOrtified the walls of the ciiy, stretched iron chains 
~ tile tltleeta, aecustomed the ClitiJl8us to the 11111t of arms, 
.-, nodered strong by hill immense popularity, he pruen.ted 
-..-rat the famoos8tates of 1367, oonvoked at PariB by 
tM dauphin, in gmeml 81MDJ.bly. Robert le Coq, bishop of 
J.m, apob Alr the clargy, J ohu de Pequigny for the nobility, 
_.t 8&ephea Jrlarcel for tbe third estate. They promised the 
~ a Bllfficieut subsidy for the ma.intenauce of thirty 
6-•nd JDeD, upon condition that it should be collected and 
- pA by themaelft&. The prince promised aolemnly to 
apf110J1tiate no part of the money consecrated to the public 
Jlllllll to .his own penoual1JII88; to ref111e every letter of pardon 
& akoeiou crimea; to no longer aell or let out to farm the 
..._ of justice; to aeek aut and pnnish prevarications of the 
--.ber of aocormts and of that of inquiry; to re-establiah 
• p caiDage, and to make no alteration in it without the 
~ of the three eatates; to forbid all aeizure for royal 
......-, and to compel eollE18tors &OCWJed of malvenation to 
:reuder their account& He then convoked the States for the 
hi of the :ibllowiJlg April, and. requested them to asaem.hle 
s two other times, acocmting to their will, before the 1st of 
1&reh, 1368. They appointed thirty-six coiDiniMaries, taken 
11om among themselves, to administer the finances, and direct 
.-.a.. ia conoert with the prince. 

We may judge by tli.ese conditions, to which the dauphin 
l8llacrihed, of the DUmber of compla.inis justly made ~ 

· tile eoart and the noblea, and of the enormity of the abtues 
ader wlaich the nation gNUled. These useful refurms were 
all pted with gt'8&t courage by the provost Stephen Maroel 
_. the biabop Robert le Cog, who both, howev~ph~J13"11 
Wl1 culpabJe violeDee in thtiir endeavOU1'8 ItO'"SiJpputt'-tiiem ; 

.il2 
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but if they participated, in many things, in the rudeness and 
barbarity of their times, they had, at least, the merit of having 
attempted to save France by her own means. The durable 
succeas of their great enterprise was impossible. The only 
class which could then have been believed with reason to be 
inilerested in the triumph of the principles they established, 
was the class of the third estate, or bourgeoisie, and that was 
not a body animated by one same spirit. Di!!8AJDinated 
through a great number of cities, feudally subject to as . 
many powerful lords, and, for the most part, but recently 
united to the kingdom, the diversity of their habits, their 
manners, their prejudices, and their material interests, ren
dered the men of the citizen class rivals, and jesJous of one 
another : no social tie existed among them. Weakly affected( 
by the general destinies of the state, which offered them no 
advantage, they revolted against the sacrifices which its de
fence required; when they could do it with impunity, they \ 
disavowed their free representatives, and never lent them the 
support neoeesary to combat the jesJous hatred of the privi
leged orders. It was necessary that the action of a central 
and energetic power should weigh upon them for centuries. 
more, before ao many individual wills could be melted into 
one general will, and before there could be born in France a 
national spirit wise enough to comprehend the advantages 
which a vast and powerful association procures, and the duties 
it impoees, sufficiently enlightened to appropriate the benefit 
of public liberties, and strong enough to conquer and defend 
them. The year 1357 was the epoch of the greatest power 
of the States-General in the Middle Ages : from that time . 
they declined rapidly ; they lost, as did the order of the third 
estate, all political in1luence, and were for centuries nothing 
but a phantom of the national assemblies. . 

King John had been taken from Poitiers to Bordeaux, 
and from thence to London; and pending the negotiations on 
the subject of his ransom, a truce of two years was con
cluded between England and France. About the same time, 
the death of Geoffrey d'Ha.rcourt delivered the dauphin from 
an implacable enemy. Charles breathed again : he had only 
yielded to the wishes of his States from constraint, and was 
eager to break their yoke as soon as the absolute necessity 
for feigning should cease. He preserved the ministers he 
had promised to dismiss and persecute, and, at their instiga
tion, he opposed the pretensions of the n,pbit}t;r; ] ~toDd the. 
murmurs of the people to the voteS9'ofJ cme'Sta~ The-
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contributions agreed upon by them were not paid ; the 
prince then declared he would govern alone, and dismissed 
their thirty-six comm.issaries. These felt that public opinion, 
the only force capable of supporting them, had abandoned 
them, and they separated without resistance. Charles, escaped 
from tutelage, revived several of the abuses he had promised 
to destroy ; but be wanted money, and the States assembled 
again. Alarmed at the declarations and the hostile acts of 
the prince, they were desirous of procuring a protector capa
ble of defending them, and cast their eyes upon the king 
of Navarre, still a prisoner in the castle of Arleux. John~ 
de P~y, the deputy of the nobles, surprised the fortress 
and delivered the king, who repaired to Paris, where be was 
received as the future liberator of the kingdom. The 
dauphin dissembled, and promised to restore his castles ; \ 
he failed in his promise, and the Navarrese instantly com
menced war. Charles, in order to meet it, altered the coin
age, and braved the States, by calling around him and 
loading with faV0111'8 the ministers and great officel'll con
demned by them. No tribunal had dared to prosecute them; 
they affected the greatest contempt for the commons, by 
threatening to re-establish all the abuses. The moment of 
the crisis was come : Marcel resolved to save, by a violent 
act, both communal liberty and his own life ; he made the 
Parisians adopt a national colour, and gave as a rallying 
signal ~ (a sort of hood), half red and half whiteJ 
He repaired. followed by men-at-arms, to the presence of 
~he dauphin, with whom he found the Sire de Confta.ns, 
m&rabal of Champagne, and Robert de Clermont, marshal 
of Normandy, both proscribed by the States. After an 
exchange of some few words between the prince and Marcel, 
at a signal from the provost, the men-at-arms drew their 
swords, and the two marshals were massacred. The dauphin, 
covered with their blood, implored his life of Marcel, who, 
placing his own red and white chaperon upon the head of 
the prince, conducted him to the H8tel de Ville, under the 
!!lifeguard of the popular colours. When there, the dauphin, 
eeized with terror, declared to the a..~mbled people that the 
two eea-sinated marshaJs were traitors, and merited the 
death they had met with. Marcel became king in Paris. 
This double eeseeeination, although it restored power to the 
States for aome time, neither consolidated that power, nor 
Mldered their fall less complete ; it Cl'e!l~ b,lfi~'{l!e 
reeentmenta in the hearts of the dauphin and the noble~<. 
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The two priT.ileged orders were already indignant at seeing 
the despised burgesses exercising a power equal to their own; 
secret hatreds were fermenting, and prejudioes ot birth and 
station creating divisions among the three orders, when the 
murder of the marshals 1ired the train of discord. The 
nobles of Champagne UBembled, and demanded vengeance 
of the dauphin, who, now beoome regent of the kingdom by 
hls majority, took advantage of dispositions so favourable to 
hls designs. He oonvobd the States of the Lengoe d'Oil at 
Co~e ; the nobility alone presen~ themselves there 
in great num8ers, and were loud in their demand for ~venge. 
llaroel foresaw the storm, and prepared to meet u ; he 
attacked the Louvre, then without the capital, ud obtained 
p<IIII68Sion of it ; he joined the oity with the castle, and for
tified their inclosure. The regent called upon the nobill~, 
and collected seven thouaand lances, whilst, by the advice of 
::Marcel, the bnrgesses of Paris proclaimed the king of 
liavarre their captain-general. Oivil war oommenoed, aDd 
in its train brought a new soourge. 

The people pf the oount.ry, without BtreDgth against 
oppresaion, from whatever side it presented i~ overbur
dened with imposts by the lords, disdained by the burgeas, 
and pillaged by the soldiers, at tJrls period suffered inwle
rable evils. A current proverb eqreesively deaoribee their 
exoeave miaery : the nobles were acoustomed to dee.igDa*e 
these unhappy people under the name of Jacques Bonhomme, 
and jeeriDgly said :* "Ja.cq'IJM BO'IlitommtJ Nt16'1" parl8 toilh 
1ltia f111Yn1J11 u'nlua 1te is t1J6ll uudgelled; llllAI J acqw,es Bort/wrMM 
will1JG11, for 1M Mall, btJ .btJaten." The disaster of Poitiem 
aagmented the evils of this unhappy class : the barons ancl 
nobles, who were prisoners io the English, and releued upon 
parole, subjected their serfs to atrocious perseeutious, to 
extort from them the amount of their ransom. The instinct 
of despa.ir united the peasantry ; one sentiment ~ 
the souls of all,-that of a furious and deep vengeanoe ; they 
rClle in a body and swore war to the death against noblemen 
and gentlemen. They burnt oastles, and tortured and mas
saored their inhabitants ; they violated and slaughtered 
women and girls, and carried their rage so far as to force 
children to eat the :flesh of their parents burnt before their 
e,_ : in short, they oommitted. all the excesses that barba
JVWI and ignorant men, who had for a length of time been 

• "Jaoq,ues Bouhomme ne laohe pu 111111 &~n.I'Jl..ll~elllt rod de 
cou~; 111&11 Jacquea BcmhCIIIllllepayera, &l! 'Uj~~1"-
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-rid.ims oC a cruel oppmmon, could poasibly be oonoeived to 
u..adoa themselves to. Thia rising received in history the 
Dame of the "Jacqueri6 :" it was soon auppresaed; the 
aobles, in'rincible beneath their iron armour, exterminated 
illeae half-naked Wl"Bkhes. They solicited the support of 
iAe kDg of Navarre; but this priDce marohed against them, 
aad. m·m creel them by thouands. They almost all perished, 
.ad t.llle ie1da ud plains of muy provinces became desert.L 
The nobility took advantage of this victory obtained by 
a.dee the Bad, to make him asllamed of his alliance witll 
&I.e Largeem of Pari.e; he betrayed them, but was drivea 
~ .&aD ~ them. The dauphin, saortly afterwiU"ds, 
ttmmped. his M'lllY under their walls. Marcel had no hope 
W io. ilae kUtg of Navan-e; he went to him, reminded him. 
tJ.at be was, by the female line, next heir to the throne, aDd 
p 111i IUm te return to Paris. He at the same time 
«tppi to ha'lle tM title of captain-geoeml restored to him, 
.-1 &o epen the gMe8 of the city to him. The Navarreee 
aaoepted the terms ; but a burgeea named Maillard, a part.i
-. f1L ~ regent, and personally an enemy ;to the provost of 
tiM ~ BUSpeCted his deai«n- He presented himself 
at Bight., wnh Maroel, at the gate which the latter was to ..-wer up to the kill«. and before he opened it, struck him 
6dl em the behead with his ba~tleaxe, and killed him. That 
..e blow destroyed the whole party of Maroel The death 
fll &he flaou provost smoothed the way for the regen~, who 
..t ; ed Pllria as a oonqueror, leaniDg on the sboulder of 
Meill•ri, uad sigDalized his power by numelVWJ executions. 

Ia tile mean time, John, tired of his long captivity, baa 
~ a slwneful treaty, which ceded the half of France t. 
.Eoglaud. This treaty was rejeded with one voioe by the 
ngeat and t.lte&atea of 1369. The dauphin, to whom tWa · 
,.m....-., ~ pve poplllarity, quickly declared that tiw 
.;.;.ten aDii ~ otJioen had neYer lost his oontidenoe, 
aad re estaWiahed them in their functiona. He obtained a 
.-at of 1010e IAlbaidiea, whicla the people would not pay, 
..... to -.pport tlle war, he was ODCe more forced to the oll 
espectimt; of altering the coinage. The celebrated treaty of 
Bretiglry at length termmated the hostilities between Franoe 
-.1 Eaglaal : itR priDcipal articles stipulated that Guienne, 
Paitoo, &intonge, ani the LimoUIIin should remain the 
..are ~y of the king of England ; that Edwarcl 
lhoald renounce his pretensions to the cro..,. o~<r'> t:o 
BOI1Dalldy, Maine, Touraine, a.nd Anjou, all! ~d)~~bu 
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ancestors, and that John should pay three millions of gold 
crowns for his ransom. The two sovereigns coufumed this 
treaty a.t Calais, in 1360. 

Great cala.mities followed the deliverance of King John. 
This prince, when bestowing his daughter upon Galeaa Vis
conti, of Milan, had made him purchase the honour of his 
alliance with the sum of a hundred thousand florins. Thia 
money, although it assisted to pay the Icing's ransom, wu 
far from being sufficient for it. The people were mbjected 
to arbitrary taxes, by which their misery was much increaaed : 
numerous companies of adventurers, always in the pay of the 
highest bidder, and without employment in times of peace, 
infested the country ; the fields remained uncoltivMed, 
and famine, followed by a pestilence of three years' dun.tiou, 
desolated the kingdom. 

Amidst so many evils, one fortunate ciroumsta.nce for 
France occurred. John acquired Burgundy by the death of. 
young Philip de Rouvre, the last duke, to whom he mo
ceeded as his nearest relation. But he did not comprehend 
the importance of this acquisition as a national interest, £Dd 
hastened to separate again this fine province from his Cl'01rB, 
by giving it as an apanage to Philip le Hardi, his fourth 
son : thus was founded the second house of Burgundy, which 
rendered itself so redoubtable to France. Every one of the 
acts of this king appears to have been stamped with the aeal 
of the most deplorable fatality : after so many errors, and 
amidst the cries of distress of the nation, he meditated 
uniting with the king of Cyprus, theu engaged in a new 
crusade, and, encouraged by Pope U rba.n V., took the croea 
at A vignon ; but he soon after learnt that his sou, the duke 
ef Anjou, had fled from England, where he had been left as 
a hostage, which gave him the greatest concern. U guilty 
of complicity with his son, the king would have violated the 
laws of chivalry, wltich he so scrupulously respected ; im~ 
tient to justify himae~ he demanded a safe-conduct, obtAined 
it, and returned into England, where he died iD. 1364:. Few 
l:inga poasesaed of estimable qualities and . gOOd intentioDB, 
have brought more evils upon their people than John did. 
The following fine saying is attributed to this prince : " If 
good fai/A ~ bcm.Wwl from tiM fWC of tiM world, it ougM 
Glwag• to be fotllllll in tiM hearts of /Mgs ;" a noble maxim, 
which would do much more honour to King John if it had 
always inspired his actions. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
Reign of Charles V. 13«U-1380. 

Wmm Charles V. ascended the throne, he was twenty
Dine yean of age. He had already governed France· during 
nearly eight years ; nothing at that time announced in him 
the B&viour of the monarchy. But little esteemed by the 
nobility, on account of his deficiency in warlike qualities and 
his conduct at Poitiers ; detested by the bourgeoisie, whom 
he had quelled by severities ; weak in body and of a sickly 
constitution, everything seemed to present .obstacles to him 
in his coming reign ; and yet, by his address and prudence, 
rather than by great talents, he found means to ~quer 
most of the provinces lost by his &.ther ; he re-established 
order in the interior of his kingdom, but that oould only be 
done at the expense of the authority of the Btate&-General, 
which he succeeded in annulling. His principal merit was 
the sagacity with which he appreciated circumstances and 
meD, formed nsefol alliances, always seized the &.voorable 
moment for attacking his enemies, and atached to his inte-

. rests akilful ministers and great captains, at the head of whom 
were Boucicaolt, Oliver Clisson, and the valiant Du Guesclin. 
He is justly reproached with having respected neither the 
rights of his people, nor his treaties with his enemies ; but 
having occupied the throne between the two most di!astrous 
periods of French history, to him is attributed the repose 
'Which France appeared to enjoy during his reign; and pos
terity has confirmed the surname of w~. which he received 
from his contemporaries. . 

No one person threw more splendour over the reign of 
Charles V., or contributed more to his succeeees, than the 
illustrious Bertrand du Gueeclin. A simple Breton gentle
man, without personal beauty, without graces, and without 
fortune, of a mind so little open to cultivation, that he could 
never be taught to read, he had nothing in appearance that 
announced the hero, except valour ; and yet it 'W8II he who, 
after having for a long time obscurely fought for Charles of 
Blois, upon the heaths of Brittany, became the first captain 
of his age, the man whom God appeared to have made con
temporary with Charles V., in order to save France. " A 
powerful spirit,"* IBJB his historian, "nourished upon steel, 

• "Ame forle, nourrie dans le fer, ~e aowa oleaed~ei,~ l!aua 
aquelle Mara fit eoole longtempe." 
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moulded by victories, in which Mars a long time held his 
schooL"• His first exploit for Char1ss was a victory. Bouoi
cault had recently surprised the city of Mantes, which be
longed to the king of NaVBl'1'6; that af. Meulan had like
wiie faJ1en into tae banda of the French. The c.pt.al de 
.Baoa, a braYe G8IIOOB cap;am, in the service of Oharlea t\ae 
Bed, prepued to take his 1'8Vtmge. He joiDecl with Jehu. 
Joel, an Euglisb captain, at the head of seven ll.unched Jauo., 
tJuee hundreQ archers, and fiYe lumdred foot-soldiers, ..&a 
for the French in the vicinity of Cocherel, near En:eax, 
wllere he drew up his troops oa the top of a hill, on tAe 
skirts of a wood. Upon ooming up, Berta.nd du Goeaolia 
at o:ace peroeived that the capt&l baa the aivaJ'lt.ap of tile 
groiUld ; but his own soldiers were in want of proviaiolw, 
ud it was llOOel!8&l'Y for him to fight, and draw the eneaay 
into the plain. Du GlleliKllin had not his equl for warlike 
stratagems ; he prepue4 an ambuscade, and ordered -. 
&p1181'6Dtly precipitate retreat. John Joel, the aupe af this 
artilice, rushed forwanl, in spite of the ordea of the cap1ia1, 
to the ary of: "Forward, St. George ! wh. Jovea me follows 
me ! " The captal saw the peril, and followed Joel, in order 
to save him, if possible ; but at that moment the Freacla 
balted in their flight, and, "Forward, my friends I" cried. 
Du Guesclin, "the day is ours. For God's sa.k.e reme~ 
we have a uew king in France ; let his crown be handselled. 
by us to-day ! " A furious combat coJWnenced, the ambua
cad.e opeoed, and thirty horsemen, at full gallop, charged 
RpOn the captal, . and took him prisoner. The baUle was 
warmly disputed, but John Joel falling, wounded to deat.b, 
the Navarrese, left without a leader, dispersed, and oDly a 
small number auoceeded in escaping. Tae victory of Cooherel 
breught almost all Normandy under aabjeotion to Charles V.; 
he received the news of it at Rheims, amidst the festivities of 
his ooronation, and rewarded Du Gueeclin by tu gift of tbe 
oou.nty of Lengueville. 

The war still continued in Brittany between the two pre
tendera-Molltfort allied with the Eaglish, and Charles of 
Blois supported by the French. The celebrated battJ.e of 
Aurai, in whioh the latter was killed, quickly- followed by 
the treaty ot Gtlllrfllltlle, aBBll1'eCl the duch1 of Brittany to 
Montfort. This treaty, siga.ed by the ildiervention. of 
Charles V., ren4iered the duchy revenible to the widow &ad 
children of Charles of Blois, in the event of Montfost's d,ying 
without posterity : thus was termineMI'eu '--~). war; 

" " Faire kole" is aid of one who baa many imitMon. 
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which had lasted twenty-iouryeara. The Duke de Montfort, 
aadEr ~be name of John V., made haste to repair to Pa.ri8, 
and pay homage to the king. 

Cllarles V. found himeelf at length, for the first time, at 
peaoe with all his neighbolllS; his people began to breathe, 
Uley returned to the long-neglected labour of the fields, and 
er8er revived with repose. Bat the ecoargoe of tae companies 
ef adventurers threatened to impede their approacih towarck a 
better state of thiDga, and to ruin tBe .kingdom. In these 
time., in which tbe caprice of princes, a gift, an euih&Jl8e, a 
-mage, decided daily the clefiiny of ll&tioas, a multitude 
f1i men eonsid.ered tbemselftB as without. a cxnmtry, Jmd 
el"erecl their sword to whoevez was willing to buy it ; the 
1IBgth of wan, which rendered their services Deceii81"J to 10-

_,.. princes; the weakness of the laws, which appeared to 
.ahorize all kinds of dieorders ud violeaces, had, during
tnllty-fuoe yean, prodigiously incre&Bed the DlllD.bar af theae 
greedy and licentious meo. When France was at peaoe, 
ibey remained all withcat employment or mean• of e:rist
moe ; tlaey then spread themselves over the comrtry lilae 
beasts of prey, and committed frightful ravages. The only 
means to subdue them would have been to have &nDed the 
D&tional mi1itUs of the kingdom ~ them, but aperi-_ 
_. had taught Charles io fear above everything the inllu· 
eaoe of the miciclle claa~ ; he refued to increue it, ad from. 
tBat time, heing UD&ble to exterminate the great free oom
,.ne., :it became D8Celll&ry to employ them. During a 
~ of time, Pedro, king of Castille, sumamed the Cruel, 
1lad alieuted the affections of his family and his sabjecte by 
aliB at ..tNaity. He had poi.oned his wife, Blanche of 
Bwrbcm, 8Dil COTJJII!anded the m1Jl'der of his naural brother, 
Heary of Tmnlltam.u'e : the la.tter, in the hope of panishing 
him aacl applantillg .him on the throne, implored aad 
oMamed the support of Clharlel V. Charles agerly seizecl 
upon this opportunity to avenge his relation Bla.nche, ud 
• MEO?e to a diBt&noe the great companies, whose brigand
lgel he ., much dreaded. Du Guesclin commancled the 
upediti<m : when ebaTging him with this cliffieult missioa, 
the kiDg embraceci him before all the court. " V ali&o~~t Ber
inmli," said he to him, "I owe you more than if yon bad 
ccaqge.red a province for me." 

These Wrrible ad.ventarers, on pueing tllroagh Avignon, 
then tae resideDCe or ~ poatifical 001~,Jb~e~d~ ~ 
ader oontributioo, obliging him to besto~ bi8 benealctioa 
11iili his gold. They passed over into Spain, and the troops 
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of Pedro disbanded themselves before them. This prince, 
rejected by his subjects, and driven from Portugal, where he 
sought a refuge with Pedro the Justiciary, as barbarous aa 
himaelf, abandoned his throne to his rival, and retired to the 
court of the prince of Wales, who received him at Bordeaux 
with great hono111'8. 

The whole of Castille took arms, and Henry obtained 
possession of the crown without an obatacle. Pedro, how
ever, solicited the assiatance of the Eng~ and promised to 
enrich their captains : the prince of Wales anned in his 
favour, without breaking with F1'8.11ce. The great companies, 
which had so recently established Transtamare on the throne, 
now :flocked to his brother, attracted by the golden bait he 
held out to them. Du Guesclin supported Transtama.re ; but 
the l&tter was conquered by the prince of Wales at the battle 
of Navaretto, and Du Guesclin waa made prisoner. Pedro 
the Cruel recovered his kingdom, and his fugitive brother 
sought an asylum with the duke of Anjou, the eldest of 
Charles V.'s brothers, commanding in lAnguedoc : this 
prince, the enemy of the English, received Transtamare, aa 
the prince of Wales had, the preceding year, received Pedro 
the Cruel 

Charles, at this period, meditated the recovery of the 
provinces won by the English from his father, and beheld 
with joy Edward III. weakened by voluptuous pleasures 
rather than by age, and his illustrious son, the Black Prince, 
the conqueror at Crecy, Poitiers, and Navaretto, struck by a· 
la.uguishing disease, the symptoms of which were mortal 
He abused the English monarch by professions of friendahip, 
and fomented a revolt in Gascony, one of the provinces sub
jected to the English by the treaty of Bretigny. The 
English treated the inhabitants of these countries rather aa 
conquered people than as brothers and fellow-citizens ; 
thence the lively desire the Gasoons maWfested to be restored 
to France. 

Charles profited by these dispositions, and endeavoured to 
win over the most influential of the nobles. A rising broke 
out in Gascony on account of a hearth-tax, levied by the 
English on every fire. The Gasoona pretended that they had 
till that time been free from any impost, and appealed to the 
king of France, as suzerain of Guienne and Languedoc. 
Charles V., in contempt of the treaty of Bretigny, which 
-granted these provinces in complete sov~~,i!P,lVAward, 
ftceived their appeal, and caused the PHD~ Of Wiles to be 
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cited, as his subject, before the chamber of peers; he at the 
llldlle time entered into a fresh alliance with Transtama.re. 

Du Gueeclin had only been able to recover his ]iberty by 
defying the English prince to release him ; he himself fixed 
his ransom at a hundred thousand gold florins, and when the 
prince asked him where a poor knight could find such a 
smn : " The kings of France and Castille will pay it," replied 
Bertrand ; " there are a hundred Breton knights who would 
eell their lands to make up the amount ; and the spinning 
maidens of my country would rather earn my ransom with 
their wheels, than allow me to remain a prisoner." The 
princess of Wales immediately contributed twenty thoUB&D.d 
livree, and the brave Chandos, the rival of Du Guesclin, 
oftered his purse to hasten his deliveranoe. Liberated uron 
parole, Du Gueeclin set out to get together his ransom. & 
Wl8 returning with it, when he met ten poor knights, in 
great trouble how or where they should find theirs. He 
pve them all, and arrived at Bordeaux empty-handed, to go 
beck to his prison. Charles V. paid the ransom for him and 
released him. He sent him again into Spain, and Du 
Guesclin, conqueror at the battle of Montiel, a second time 
rep1aced Transtamare upon the throne of Castille. Pedro 
the Cruel was made prisoner. Upon recognising each other, 
the two brothers, actuated by rage, joined in deadly conflict, 
IDd Pedro died, poniarded by the hand of Henry, in the tent 
of Du Guesclin. 

Charles V. then believed he was able, without com
promising his power, to hazard a few acts of popularity. 
He ventured to convoke the States, and feigned to consult 
them, 88ll1l.reCl beforehand of finding them docile. They 
MBembled in 1369, and approved, without restriction, of all 
the acts of his reign. The king pursued his projects against 
England ; he augmented the privileges of the revolted cities 
which gave themselves up to France; and the clergy, won 
over by him to his interest, stirred up the people in his 
favour : at length, when everything seemed prepared so as to 
!1J1111re success, the parliament, in 1370, passed a decree, by 
'Which it declared, that by not having appeared before the 
court of peers, Edward had forfeited his right upon Aquitaine 
and the other provinces· of France, and it confiscated them, 
accordingly, to the crown. As a mark of disrespect, a com
mon kitchen-servant was sent with this sentence to the 
English monaroh, who, almost mad witho,!B~~~llre
pared for war. 
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Charles V. .trengtheoed his alliance wit1t Spain. A 
Castilia.D fleet, -riotorious over the EDgliah at Rochelle, 
opelled Poitou to him : Du Guesclin, DOW cOnstable, re
oovered that provinee. De Montfort, duke of Brittany, wu 
de'foted with hia whole heart to the English, to whom he 
was indebted for his duchy : he allied himllelf with Edward, 
bat Charles oontriq to lle811N the friendship of the Bretoo 
nobis Two ei them, Oli'Yer de Clialon aDd Du ~ 
enjoyecl his f&wur in the highest 4legree ; they won their 
oompatriota oYer to the cause of Charles, ud the duke ,... 
expelled mom his duchy, which immediately joiDed i'ruloe 
agUnat Englaud. :r.dward collected a powerful army, whlch 
laoded at Calais, under the oomm&Dd of the duke of Lao
cuter. Charles V., still impressed wit.h the JlfiiiD8Dlbraaee o£ 
Crecy aa4 Poitien, gave orders to his genenk to watoh tbe 
enemy, and whilst haraaaing their movem.nta, to avoid a 
pitched ba.ttle. His commands were observed. ; Frencll valour, 
:reatrai.Ded by the prudence of the monarch, endured the ia
auliing provocations of the enemy from CeJaia to Guienoe, 
where the ilnglish army arrived, exhausted, and a.lraollt de-
111t.royed by disease, fatigue, and want ot provision& The 
:furlune of England W&Nered ; her hero, the prinee of Wale., 
was just dead ; the renowned Edward IlL, on the verge ol 
the tomb, was about to leave his aceptre in the hands of a 
-child ; hia 1leet had been conquered at Boehelle ; his power
ful army had dwindled away : he had already loat most of 
. the fruita of his victories ; and France had. recovered nearly 
all her provinoes. The old king, formerly so redoubtable, 
1mt DDW so humbled, signed a truce with Oharlss V., and 
shortly a&r died. in the arms of a courtesa.D, leaving the 
throae to his grandson. the unfortunate Richard n 

Delivered from his moat ~us enemy, Charles had 
time to indulge his resentment against his brother-in-law 
Charlea ihe Bad, who waa then in Spain, meditating an 
alliance with England. He obliged the son of this prince, a 
y.ouug man who had come to his court in iill confidence, to • 
sign an order for all the plaooa poeaessed by his ia.ther in 
Normandy, to be given up to the French ; he commanded 
the arrest oi De Rue and Du Tertre, the one chamberlain 
to the king of Navarre, the other govemor of one of his 
.strong places, and both in the confidence of their master. 
They were delivered over to an extraordinuy commission, 
and called upon to contesa that their prince J....l ·mtguilty 

• • . t zed r.'i"'JOU [\:: 
of atl'OClous cnmes, and, among them, &navmg eDa :voured 
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to poison Charles V. They repelled theee :horrible accu~~P.
tionll with eeom, but were not the less condemned to ~ 
and executed as accomplices oC their master in theee crimea, 
in order to create credence for the suspicions which Charles V. 
wished to raise against Iris brother-in-law. Justly iDdigaant, 
the king oC Nava:rre hastened to conclude aD alliance with 
the Englillb, to whom he gave up Cherbourg, almost the 
only place he had preserved in Normandy. 

Here it becomes nece&I!&1'Y to throw a glance over the 
policy of Charles V. Atta.iniDg royalty amidst the most un
fa'1011r8hle circumstances, loaded with an enormous debt dn& 
to foreigners, without money, without an army, he had seen 
hill subjects diminished in number full a half, by war, famine, 
and pestilence, and at tlle same time plundered by bands of 
brigands, who "We1'e masters of his kingdom ; and yet in a few 
years he had succeeded in recovering from England Ponthieu, 
Qnercy, Limousin, Rouergue, Saintonge, AngoWDOis, and Poi
too; he had prevailed upon the feudatories of Upper Gu
cony to give themselves up to him ; he had expelled the dub 
of Brittany from his duchy, and the king of Navarre froa 
almost all his Norman posseeaion& Equally llkilfu1 in lrls 
foreign policy, he had favoured a revolution in Castille, which, 
while aidiag him in getting rid of the IIC01lrg6 of the great 
companies, promiaed him a faithful ally ; he attaehed Plandera 
to li'rance, by assuring to his brother, Philip of Bm-gundy, 
tlle snooession of that county by a marriage ; he carefully 
premved the friendship oC the emperor Charles IV., and of 
his brotlaer-in-law John Galeas Villoonti, then muter ot 
Lombardy ; and kept the pope in a state of dependence a 
A 'Yignan. 'nle companies oC adventurel'll had dilappeared 
from the kiDgdom, the roads had become safe, order was re
eatablished, the royal authority was exercised without con
trol, and on all sides, the subjects, detached from the monarchy 
by an humiliating treaty, shook ofi the yoke of the foreigner 
to become once again Frenchmen. 

To assist him in the accomplishment of these happy changes, 
Charles :had surrounded himself by men of mean birth but ot 
extraordinary merit, among 'V(hom were William and Michael 
de Dormans, Philip de Sawisy, and Bureau de la Rivi~re. 
These men enjoyed his perfect confidence ; they were hia 
ministers, not his favourites : whilst availing himself of their 
eoanseJs, he remained always their master. He ditoontinued 
the practice of altering the coinage, and m~ eJI.9U -~~he 
people by intolerable imposts; more wise than any-61' "his 
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predecessors in one respect, he conciliated the Jews, the sole 
possessors of great capital, and it was upon them he depended 
to provide for his expenses. This wise conduct must be attri
buted equslly to his solicitude for the welfare of his subjects, 
and to the dread they inspired him with. He never forgot 
that the people had made him tremble when he was only 
dauphin, and he rarely pardoned an offence. Nevertheless 
he knew how to postpone his chastisements, and was, accord
ing to ciroumstances, master of his pity as well as of his 
anger. When the English armies were devastating the 
country and burning the villages before his eyes, not a single 
sign of commiseration escaped him; and Froisaard, the his
torian of the time, tells us that he saw nothing in these con
flagrations but smoke, which had no power to drive him from 
his heritage. In short, in his relationa with his people, his 
principal aim appears to have been to wbdue them to his 
sovereign will, without experiencing resistance, without hear
ing a murmur. During his whole reign he only convoked 
the States-General once, and substituted for them assemblies 
of the notables, to which he admitted deputies from the 
bourgeoisie and the university, with some prelates, and his 
great officers. 

It was from the depth of his palace that he mysteriously 
directed all his intrigues ; prudence always regulated his 
policy, and whatever might be the private end he proposed 
in each of his acts, that which he attained was sure to be the 
only one agreeing with the true interests of France. The 
decline of this reign was not exempt from storms : Charles 
saw revive on all sides symptoms of that fermentation, of 
that liberal tendency of men's minds which he had taken 
such pains to stifle. Sectaries, known under the name of 
Beguins and Turlupins, multiplied in his states. Seconding 
the persecuting views of Pope Gregory XI., he allowed a 
great number of these unfortunate people to be burnt alive ; 
but punishments had not the power to repress the flight of 
human :.:eason. : new sects were formed, and the great schism 
of the West assisted in rousing throughout Europe the spirit 
of doubt and en.mination. Gregory XI. died at Rome in 
1378, and the College of Cardinals gave him as successor 
Barth6lemy Progna.ni, who assumed the name of Urban VI 
The violences of the new pope soon alienated even thoee who 
had crowned him : when threatened by him, all declared his 
election illegal ; they chose Robert of Geneva in his place, 
who took the name of Clement VII., and atafbliBh~'himse1! 
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at A vignon. Such was the origin of the famous schism of 
the West. Europe was divided between the two poPilS> ac
cording to the political interests of each kingdom. Charles V. 
declared himself in favour of Clement, who 1-esided in France : 
his allies, the sovereigns of Naples, Castille, and Arragon, tol
lowed his example. The party of Urban VI. was embraced 
by England, Bohemia, Hungary, Portugal, and Flanders. 
CharJe8, by pronouncing in favour of him who was one day 
to be dec1ared anti-pope, in spite of himself, opened new ways 
fi:.r Ule independence of human reason and for incredulity. 

The symptoma of agitation which he saw reviving were 
• the only causes of alarm to disturb his latter days. The 
conqueror of the English without a battle, he believed him
self llllfficiently master of the minds of the Bretolll1 to con
fiacate that province and unite it to his domains : in this he 
deceived himsel£ Duke John V., cited by his order before 
the Court of Parliament, was tried by it, before his summons 
had been notified to him in Flandera, where he then was, 
and condemned, without being heard, as guilty of having 
allied himself with the English against his BUZerain: he was de
clared disposseased of his title to Brittany, and the Parlia
ment oon&cated his duchy, in contempt. of the rights of the 
widow and children of Charles of Blois, expressly reserved 
by the treaty of Guerande. Cllarlee V. derived no advan
tage from this unjust action. The inhabitants of that 
COODtry, jealous of their national independence, arose en 
7111:1118, recalled their duke, aud welcomed him as a liberator; 
the brave Breton captains abandoned the royal army. Du 
Gueaclin, still faithful to the king, whose conduct he dis
approved o~ became the object of his suspicions ; his noble 
pride was indignant ; it is said that he was desirous of return
ing to the king his constable's sword, and that he made prepara
tioDa to retire to Spain, and there to die : but before quitting 
the colours of Charles, he joined the Marshal de Sancerre, his 
friend, and one of the most illustrious warriors of his 88"• 
who was besieging the little place of ChAteau· Bandon. He 
was there attacked by a fatal disease. Feeling death ap
proaching, he raised himself upon his couch, and taking the 
CODatable's sword in his victorious hands, he contemplated it 
in silence with tears in his eyes : " It has aided me," said he, 
" in conquering the enemies of my king, but it has created 
me crnel ones near his person." Then, turning towards San
cerre : " I place it in your hands," continued he, " t nd I p,ro
te&t that I have never betrayed the honourcthe ki'D!Fdi~!tne 

N 
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in confiding it to me.,. He then uneovered his 'head, kissed 
his noble sword, and said to the old captains who surrounded 
him : " Never forget, in whatever country you make war, 
that churchmen, women, and children are not your enemies. • 
Upon the point of breathing his last, he dictated these words 
for Oliver Clisson, his companion in arms : " Mesaire Olrfer, 
I feel death approaching so fast thad I cannot say many 
things to you : tell the king that I am much aftlicted that I 
eannot render him longer service ; if God had granted me 
time, I had good hopes of clearing his kingdom of his enemies 
from Eng'and. He has good servants, who will employ 
themselves in it as well as I could, and you, M.essire Oliver, 
:first of a.ll I beg yon to return the OODBtable's sword to the 
king ; he will Imow how to dispose of it, and will mab 
election of a. worthy person. I commend my wife and my 
brother to him-and--adieu-I can no more." The ga.rriaoll 
of Randon had promised to 8Ul'l'ender the city, if it W'8l!l Dot 
relieved, and, faithful to its word, it placed the keys upoa 
the coffin of the great captain. 

Charles persevered in his projects of lt8lll'JI&tion ; but 1ris 
troops were driven from Brittany, and he everywhere en
eountered the same unanimity against him which had formerly 
been manifested in his favour against the English. Louis, 
count of Flanders, about the same time, implored his support 
against his revolted subjects. A formidable rising broke out 
in Languedoc, where the duke of Anjou, brother to the king, 
aftticted the people with an intolerable oppression ; Charles 
was obliged to recall his brother, and deprive him of his 
government. He at length beheld a new English army land 
upon his kingdom. He ordered that it should be met in the 
aame manner as that which preceded it, hoping to triumph, 
as he had done before, without a battle ; but Du Guesclia 
was no more, and the king hitiU!elf died in a few months 
afterwards, at his castle of B~. His death was that of a 
Christian and of a mona.rcb. long experienced in the rigoun 
ef fo1-tune. He ordered the prelates, barons, and members 
of his council to be called around him, and addressed to them 
touching speeches, full of wisdom, upon various acts of his 
policy: then he asked for the crown of thorns of the Saviour, 
which was believed to be among the holy relioa of Paris; he 
aesired it to be plaoed on high before him, and pni.yed for a 
long time with his eyes fixed upon n. Having then caused 
his perishable crown, that 1l8ed in the consecration of the 
kings, to be placed under his feet, he~,;, ~f)@ IQJ'OWJI ol 
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France, how precious and how vile art thou at the same time I 
Precious 88 the symbol of justice, but vile, and the most vile 
of all things, if we consider the labour, the anguil!h, the perils 
of the BOUl, the pains of the heart, of the coD.BCience, and the 
body, which thou castest upon them who wear thee. Who
ever should thoroughly know all these things, would rather 
lea•e thee to lie in the dirt thaD he would take thee up and 
J*ee thee on his head." After having received extreme 
llllCtion, the king commanded that the doors should be 
Clp6Ded to his officers and his people, and said to them : " I 
lmow that in the government of my kingdom I have given 
many offences-for that, I pray you grant me mercy-1>ardon 
me ! " He then desired his arms to be ra.ised, and stretched 
1lis hands out to all, amidst the sobs and tears of the spectators. 
He gave his benediction to his eldest son, the dauphin, eleven 
years of age, and whilst the passion of the Saviour in the 
Gospel of St. John was being read to him, he expired in the 
anos of the Lord de la Riviere, whom he lovecl tenderly, on 
the 26th of September, 1380, aged forty-four years. Sca.roely 
were his eyes closed, than his relatious gave free vent to 
~e bed passions which he had restrained during his life : the 
.Jdest of his brothers, and one of the guardians of his son, the 
greedy and ferocious duke of Anjou, rushed into his chamber, 
lleDed his jewels, and plundered the palaoo. The new reign 
opened ~ very sad auapioes. 

The arts and eci.ences were yet but little cultivated in 
J'nuee during the reigns of John and Charles V., whilst 
'Uley began to :flourish in Italy, where Dante and Petrarc:h. 
l8llClsed themselves illustrious. The nobility, entirely given 
ap io W&Tlike exercises, entertained the profoundest con
tempt for those of the undel'lltanding ; the most celebrated 
a,caina could soarcely sign their own names, and Dn Guee
elin could not even read. Poetical language waa then in ita 
iu.faDcy, as we may judge by the" Romance of the Rose," 
"Which then obtained immense success, but which the learned 
of tbe present day can only make out with great difficulty. 
The JD88ter-.pieces of antiquity began, however, to be known ; 
Utere were airea4Y several translations of Livy, Sallost, and 
Caar : the historian Froiallllord lived, and his Miw and pic-

.. turesque chronicle is one of the most valuable monuments 
of modern history. Charles V., one of the best-educated 
lllen of his time, may be considered as the founder of the 
royal library. His father only bequeathed twe~0"{Q)!l~es 
to it : he collected nine hundred, a prodfgioliS' numbl~ for 

N 2 
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the period : most of them were works of theology, canon 
law, and astrology, the only sciences that were then studied. 

In the thirteenth century, wheel-clocks, spectacles, paper, 
china-ware, and crystal mirrors were known in Italy. Tht' 
cities of that fine country, as well as those of Flanders, 
possessed manufactures {Uld were enriched by commerce, 
whilst war continued to be almost the only occupation of the 
French. The use of gunpowder, although frequent in sieges, 
"as still disdained in battles ; gentlemen were not inclined 
to favour the employment of a. weapon which, by neut~ 
individual force, necessarily contributed to the levelling of 
nmk& . 

University studies taught nothing but the art of support
ing the l'ain disputes of scholastic divinity. Attentive to 
repel everything which could affect the authority of the 
Church, the popes forbade the study of the civil law in the 
universities, and tolerated none but that of the canon law. 
They often still decided the fate of empires : it was thus 
Urban V., by granting to Philip le Hardi, duke of Bur
gundy, the dispensation to marry Marguerite of Flanders, 
which he had refused to the eon of Edward III., assured to 
the house of France the heritage of that powerful county. 
This same pope was likewise chosen aa arbiter by Charles V. 
and Charles tJie Bad, on the subject of their pretensions to 
Burgundy; and Gregory IX. afterwards made the kings of 
France and England accept his mediation. Charles V., 
though in agreement with the popes against the }'rogreaa of 
the spirit of independence, took care to oppose them when 
the rights which they arrogated enoroa.ched at all upon those 
he fancied were his own. He was the first king who 
assumed the title before coronation. He very much nar
rowed the extent of ecclesiastical jurisdictions, and deprived 
inquisitors of fines imposed by them, to enrich the royal 
treasury. One of the ordinances which does most honour to 
his memory, is that by which he armed justice aga.inat his 
own authority, forbidding thP Parliament to modify or sus
pend its decrees by virtue of any order sealed with the royal 
seal. Another ordinance equally celebrated, issued by .this 
prince, and which, in its results, was too often fatal to Era.nce, 
fixed the majority of the kings at fourteen years. . 
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CHAPTER V. 

Beip of Charles VI. 1880-1422. 

U' Tu di.luters of the late wars had thiDned the ranks of 
Ule nobility of the highest class of the kingdom ; after the 
defeats of Creey and Poitiers, of all the great vassals of the 
rival houaes to the king of France, there only remained the 
dukes of Burgundy and Brittany in a state to make head 
against the monarch ; the royal family had profited by the 
abaeement of all the others. Nevertheless, in spite of the 
blows inflicted upon the high feudal aristocracy, the spirit of 
feudalism still subsisted in full force, and there aroee, by the 
side of the monarch, a new aristocracy as redoubtable to the 
throne and to the people : this was that of the princes of 
'he blood. Some received as apanages, states which the 
kinga ought to have united to their own domains ; others 
obtained the government of vast provinces, and all exercised 
a cruel tyranny over the people confided to their care, and 
w whom no national tie united them. At the termination 
of the last reign, popular movements broke out in several 
pane of the kingdom, and in the states feudally subjected to 
the crown of France : this agitation soon ~e general. 
The people, croahed, plundered, and decimated by tyrants as 
greedy as they were senseless, everywhere felt the weight of 
their yoke intolerable, and formidable insurrections were 
exiinguished by rivera of blood. A. profound and reciprocal 
hatred existed between the nobility and the inferior classes ; 
but the contest was not equal : the gentlemen knew how to 
Ullite and pour down in masses upon their isolated enemies, 
and strike them separately. The barbarism· and superstition 
of the people impeded all their efforts to obtain a better 
destiny ; and when a stroke of fortune for a moment threw 
power into their hands, they made no better use of it than 
Uleir noble oppre8110rs had done. So many causes of disso
lution united plunged France into a frightful anarchy, and 
made the reign of Charles VI. the most disastrous epoch of 
our history. At the moment this minor king mounted the 
'hrone, England, under the reign ofRichard II., endured also 
ilie ills of a minority ; the empire of Germany had for its 
head Winceslaus, son of Charles IV., a prince brutified by I drunken intemperance; Charles the Bad reigned ·n.Na!.~e; 
Jane I., the murdere88 of her husband, gc:l'vernMON'&p'les ; 
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and two popes, Urban VI. and Clement VII., one distin
guished for his ferocity, and the other for his rapines, shook 
the faith of the Christian world by mutually anathematizing 
each other. All nations suft'ered fright.ful calamities, but 
none were overwhelmed by so many as the French people. 

Charles VI. Willi eleven years and some months old at the 
death of his father. His three patemal uncles, the dakea 
of Anjou, Berry, and Burgundy, and his matemal uncle, the 
duke of Bourbon, disputed Ins tutelage and the regency. 
They agreed to emancipate the young king, immediately after 
his coronation, which was to take place in the following yerw, 
110d the regency was to remain till that time in the ·hands of 
the duke of Anjou, whose first act was to appropriate to 
himself a treasure of sixteen millions amassed by the late 
king. Nature had endowed Charles VI. with happy quali
ties ; he was benevolent and full of kindness and affability. 
His uncles emulated each other in sti1ling these dispositions: 
they made it their business to persuade him that the most 
glorious triumphs for a king are those which he gains oYer 
his people. A wise administration might have closed the 
wounds of the kingdom : the Englieh army, led into Brittany 
by Buckingham, was dispersed, and the sixteen millions left 
'by Charles V. were more than sufficient to deliver France 
from foreigners; but the duke of Anjou, adopted by Jane 
ef Naples, and impatient to seat himself on her throne, had 
:MHtrved this treasure to defray the expenses of an expedi
tion against Charles de Duras, his competitor. He soon bad 
on foot a numerous army ; it perished in Haly, cut oft' by 
privations, fatigue, and disease, and he himself died of misely 
in the kingdom he had come to conquer. Before setting on\ 
on this expedition, this prince, enriched by the plunder of 
the king, had required the people to ma.ke up the amount of 
his robbery. Paris was enraged, and roee against the demand. 
The tax of the twelfth denier upon provisions excited a for
midable riot ; the citizens rushed to the Hbtel de Ville, 
where they could find no weapons but leaden mallets, but 
under which, however, perished most of the collectors of 
the impost ; whence the insurgents obtained the name of 
:Maillotins. Many cities of the kingdom followed the exam
ple of the capital, and were cruelly chastised for it : Paris 
resisted. The states of the Langue d'Oc assembled at Oom
pi~gne, and separated without having granted anything : the 
Parisians were still in arms, and the dukes,Ain.JiAgoothem
elVM m DO condition to bring them W9 ''BU'\)~~'treated 
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..mh them, &Dd went ~ to be aatidied with tlae o8'er fli 
a hundred thousand tivree : vengeance WM only deferrecl 

The duke of Berry, governor of Languedoc, reduced the 
iDbabitanta of that pro"rince to despair. A arowd of unfor
tunate wretches, deprillled of every means of living, iled t. 
the forests, where they formed tbemAelves into bands koowa 
by the name of TaciaW, which were, for a length of W., 
tile terror of the no1t1ea and the wealthy. 

The northen .tates, which were under the power of tJae 
«''WD, weN neither mote peaceable nor more happy. COUDi 
Loaie of Flanden, ciepo.ed by Dis people, aDd bunring wiill 
the desire for reYen~ eought aad Gbtaiaed the appo~ of 
the young king, his saerail1. A aumerous army of knight. 
,. got together ; Oharls VI. marched at ita head, aad mei 
the enemy near Ro.abecque. Cliaaon, named constable. 
&ll4l the brave Sanoerre, commanded UDder, or rather direcf.ed. 
the young king. The French were oppoEd by an army of 
60,000 Fleminga, commanded by Philip .Artevelt, 1100 of the 
imou Arlevelt, the principal author of the rnolt. Tile 
l'leminga oocupied ua exeellent defeuh•e position ; they, 
aowever, were eager for the encounter, uad demanded battle 
with loud eri• .ArteYelte being forced, against Ilia judg
ment, to comply with their wish, formed hia whole army mte 
cme square phala.ax ; he hiaaelf took JU. place at the heaa 
f4 hie braYe Gantois ; then this ellOl'IDOll8 and oompa.ct ma. 
m~ forward, with pikes lowered, in a firm, equl step, 
8lld in profound llileuce. The king'11 artillery was powerlell 
11pon this terrible phalanx ; the Flemings advaneed, say tile 
cilroniclers, with tbe impetuosity of wild boars. The Frezdt. 
Jiae gave way ; but the compact form of the Flemi.h art11f 
~Y lesaenea it. extellt, and it waa 110on 8lllTOUDdei 
011 all Rides. After the first ahock, the royal army pourecl 
down at oace upon this rna., incapable of defending itsel( 
from ita ineapacity to obtain expaoaioa ; the Flemin:;s wen 
clriftll back upon eadl other by the loag lanees of the knighta, 
and thousands were etilled to death without receiving a 
wound : the eamage wu frightful. Philip Artevelt perished 
ia the contelt. The conqueror gave the Flemish cities up 
to fire and plunder : Ghent alone still resisted. The crnal 
liDclea of the king taught the youthful Charles to be im
placable, and to take delight in shedding the blood of hill 
people : Courtrai, ODiy guilty of having formerly been t.be 
theatre of a defeat of the French, waa by his corder com
plekly destroyed, UMl tile inhabitant&, ,Jitioli't ~OD 
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of age or sex, were 'ID8II8II.Cl'ed The vict~rious anny then 
marched back upon Paris,-the hour of vengeance waa 
CIOme. 

The Parisians perceived with terror that defence waa im
possible ; they came out in arms and in their holiday suits 
to meet the king and the prinoee, and received the stern 
order to go back and lay down their &l'Dl8. The young king. 
fourteen years of age, entered his capital in the character of 
an irritated conqueror. For several days he preserved a 
profound silence, during which time the Parisians were in. 
agonies of doubt and fear : at length acaft'olds were prepared 
and the punishments commenced : a htmdred of the richest 
inhabitants were executed ; of this number wu the virtuous 
advocate-general, John Desmarete, whoee crime was having 
shown a desire to conciliate all parties. " Master John," 
llllid his executioners to him, as they led him to punishment, 
" cry for mercy to the king, that he may pardon you." 
Desmarets replied: "I have served King Philip, hia grand
:&.tber, King John, and King Charles, his father ; and never 
did any of them even reproach me, neither would this king 
if he were acquainted with mankind : to God alone will I 
cry out for mercy." A crowd of other citizens awaited their 
sentence. The dukes then threw themselves at the feet of 
the king, and hypocritically implored mercy for the city, 
conjuring him to convert punishments into fines. Charles 
granted their greedy wishes. The wealth of the bourgeoisie 
was confiscated, all the imposts were re-established, and Paris 
was deprived of its franchises with the right of electing its 
ewn provost or echevins : the soldiers demolished the princi
pal gates, and tore away the iron chains which served as a 
defence to all the streets. Rouen, Reims, Chalons, Troyea, 
Sens, and Orleans, were treated in the same way by the 
royal commissaries, who ordered confiscations and punish
ments. The dukes obtained possession of the entire wealth 
of the people ; they soon squandered it in reckless extrava. 
gance, and the treasury was left empty. 

The revolt in Flanders was not stifled : so many atrocities 
committed by the French excited general horror and indig
nation : the city of Ghent, which alone contained more than 
a hundred thousand souls, set an example of perseverance 
and courage. Ackermann at that time governed it ; he and 
Peter Dubois reanimated the Flemings, and formed an 
alliance with Richard II. of England. An English army, 
commanded by the bishop of N orwich}9''landMCiligF.fanders 
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and plundered it, sacking the cities oocupied, against the will 
of t~e inhabitants, by French garrison& Charles VI. 
marched against the English. Flanders, the victim alike of 
its protectors and enemies, became one theatre of conflagr&
iions and murders ; but the heroism of the Gantois saved 
•his unfortunate country from ruin. The two parties, gorged 
with plunder, were equally desirous of peace. The count of 
Flanders alone, furious against the ·city of Ghent, endea
-.oured to thwart the negotiations. lmpa.tient of every 
delay or impediment w his wishes, the duke of Berry struck 
the count of Flanders and killed him with his poniard : the 
death of Count Louis terminated the war. A truce was 
signed in 1384, and Flanders was passed over to the duke of 
Bargundy, who had married Marguerite, heiress of that 
powerful country. Ghent BU.bmitted to this ptince the 
following year, preserving all ita privileges. 

In the C01ll'8e of this year, hostilities were renewed be
tween France and England. Charles sent an army into 
Scotland, under John de Vienne, admiral of France : they 
landed at Edinburgh, which then consisted of about four 
hundred houses, and those of very mean and rude appearance. 
Another army ma.rched, into Castille, to oppose John of 
Gsont, duke of Lancaster, uncle to Richard IL, who had 
pretensions to the cro\111 of that kingdom ; and Charles 
himae~ with his unclesy¢opoeed to make a Wiaoent upon 
England. ImmeJllle p~i_~~rat.iona were ordered ; a formidable 
army was a.seembled in Flanders, of which twenty thousand 
knights and aa many arbaletriers constituted the principal 
strength ; fifteen hundred vessels were engaged to transport 
it. It was desirable to have an abode to receive the army 
on ita landing ; and this, which writers term a city, was con
structed under the directions of the constable, Oliver de Clisson, 
in the forests of Brittany; it was three thousand paces in 
diameter, could be taken to pieces, and required seventy-two 
waels to convey it. This prodigious army was assembled at 
the port of the Ecluse. But the king forgot it and himself in 
diaaipation and festivities ; he set out, but pleasures delayed 
his march. He did not arrive at the place appointed before 
the month of November, and the duke of Berry had to be 
waited for stillaome time longer. When he at length arrived, 
he made it his business to disgust the king with the expedition, 
and he, apparently not unwillingly, abandoned it, disbanded 
the army, and consigned to the leaders the pi!lagt':;,<B<J#l!he 
stores. Three millions of livres were thus fo8t'witli'out'~tit 
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to the nation or the king. The French vmy sent to aid the 
Soots a.gainat the English Wll8 beaten ; that which fought ia 
Caetille waa not more fortunate, and shame and diagraoe were 
the only fruit.s of 10 many ambitiou projeota. Two yean 
later, Charles, still enamoured of war, and eapported by his 
nnclee, took the part of the duke of Brabant, and, on his 
aooount, made an unauooead'ul war ~ the duke oC 
Gueldres. HaraRBed and pnnoed by OermUl marauders, 
his distreseed army returned to France loacled ""ith hwnilia
tioos. The king at length opened hiS eyea, and gave atten
tion to the a.noient oounaellors of m. father: theae, among 
whom were Bureau de la Rivia-e, John of Noriant, and John 
of Montargis, pointed out to him his finances the object cl 
plunder ; jtllltiee misunderstood or abaaed ; public safety 
withoat security ; the instructioa of youth abandoned ; 
roads, strong plaoea, and arsenU., all periahing for want oC 
being kept up ; iB. every direction frightful m.order, produced 
by the rapacity of the princes and the noblee ; and to crowa 
the whole, a multitude of brigaads, calling themaelve. 
English soldiers, masters of a great number of castles in tbe 
-very heart of the kingdom. They with justi.ce attribute~~ 
most, if not all of theee misfortunes, to the government or 
the p1inces, and convinced the yonng king that that waa the 
case. In a grand council, in which the Oa.rdinal de .I..eca 
preeaed him to exercise in future the royal power witho.$ 
participation, Charles informed hia uncJee of his intentioa 
of governing alone. Tnis unexpected declaration announcei 
a happy revolution for the people ; but, a few clays after, a. 
lllinister event struck the whole court witJa terror : the Quo.. 
dinal de La.on died poisoned. The duke of ~dy im~ 
diately aet out for Dijon, and the duke of Berry, already tM 
Jmown murderer of the count of Flandens, retired io 
Languedoc. 

After having shaken off the yoke of m. uncles, of wW.l 
ooe alone, the duke of Bourbon, merited any esteem, 
Charles VI. adopted ..rue meaaures for the adnntage of the 
people. He would have done still more good, if he had beea 
blessed with a better understanding, or had had less taste for 
plefll!ure. Bureau de Ia Rivi~re, Lemercier, Sire de Nona~ 
and Begue de Vilaine, all honourably known under the pr&
oeding reign, formed the royal council, which waa directed by 
Oliver de Clisson. A crowd of officials, the greedy plun
derer~~ of the people, were quicltly dismiaed, apd the_ jrrita.ted 
prinoes dtlllignated under the name of Jl~Yle parti-
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atl8 of the new government, which the DatiOA hailed with 
iwour and hope. 

Charles likewise turaed IUs attention to the extinction of 
t1le great schism ; bat aa Deither of the two popes showed 
the least disposition to aaarifioe his pride to the interests of 
Christianity, the etTorts of the Iring in this direction were 
powerleea. He then devoted IUs thoughts to the internal 
date of his kingdom, and 1Uldertook a jonrney to the south 
fl Franoe. Festivities awaited him in all the cities be passed 
through, and the groans of IUs people reached his e&l'8 amidst 
Jioentious pleuureL He foand Languedoc devastated : the 
&igb.tful mieery of this Doe province attested the barbarity 
Gf the duke of Berry, ita governOI'. Betizao, the minister of 
his exaot.ions, was ~ by the ord.- of the king : a 
peral cry was raised against him : nevertheless his lay 
jadge8 did not dare t~ condemn him, and sentence of death 
ft8 only obtained by denouncing him to the Church as a 
heretic. Charles deprived his uncle, the dnke of Beny, of 
his government, and afterwarda delivered the province from 
the brigands who iM'ested it. Then, taking great interest 
in h progrees of morality among the people, and in the 
military arts, he closed. the gaming-honaee, and instituted in 
all parts ahooting-groande for the long--bow and the Cl'OII&

bow. These happy presages of a better future were but of 
mort duration. The princes nourished projects of vengeance 
~ the parly which had deprived them of power, and 
a.eited the hatred of John de Montfort, duke of Brittany, 
against the constable De CliaBon, the head of that party. 
Olia!on had given his daughter in marriage to the Count de 
Pmthi~vre, son of Charlee of Blois, the ancieut oompetitor 
f!l De Montfort ; the two enemies oat'l"ied on a furious war, 
and Charles had often interposed his authority between them. 
The duke of B1ittany, alread1 guilty of an infamous piece of 
tnschery towards Clisaon, reproached himself with not having 
COIIImnmated his crime by outting his throat, upon which 
one of his friends, the Sire de Craon, laid an ambush for the 
COII!ltable, stabbed him, and took refuge with De Montfort in 
Brittany. Cliseon, bowlm!r, did not die of his wounds, and 
t.be enraged king swore to avenge him. He commanded the 
duke to give u11 the a&IBBSin : Montfort refused, and .Oharlea 
marched into Brittany with an army. He W88 leaving Mona, 
a the head of his troops, in the month of July ofthe·year 
1392, and was croasing a forest, when a Jll&!lj¥ ~~~ 
denly towards the king, seized the reins of his horse, and 



188 THE KING STRUCK WITH MADNESS. [A.D. 1892. 

cried : " 0 kilng, go no .fu,rlJwr, tJwu an betrayed I " The 
guards drove the man away, and the king in deep silence 
pursued his march ; but these words had seiZed upon his 
mind : aJl at once, his Ianoe, which was carried by one of his 
pages, aocidenta.lly struck the helmet of his squire, who was 
behind him ; at this noise Charles started, and, turning 
sharply round, exclaimed : " I am bMaged I" then, urging 
his horse into a gallop, he fell sword in hand upon his officers, 
and killed aJl that came within his reach before he could be 
secured : he was mad ! 

Here commences the third and fatal period of this disaa
trous reign. The faction of the dukes immediately regained 
power ; the duke of Burgundy seized the royal signet, and 
exercised sovereign authority ; the army which was ma.rch
ing into Brittany was disbanded ; the council of the king 
was broken up ; aJl his ministers were persecuted and cast 
into dungeons, and the constable, :flying away into Brittany, 
recommenced the war against De Montfort. The Parliament 
was subservient to the passions of the duke of Burgundy ; it 
banished the constable as a traitor; deprived him of his 
charge, and condemned him to a fine of a hundred thousand 
silver marks. Such were the first facts that marked this 
horrible epoch. Frightful divisions soon broke out among 
the princes. 

There existed no fundamental law which could regulate 
the future of the monarchy, and decide among so many 
rival pretensions. The destiny of the state was then aban
doned to the uncles of the king, whose barbarous avidity was 
already but too well known ; to hie wife, Queen lsabeau of 
.Bavaria, an avaricious, frivolous princess, passionately fond 
of festivities and pleuures ; and to the duke of Orleans, 
brother to the king, who, excluded at first from the govern
ment by his uncles, quickly proved himself their worthy 
emulator in despotism and rapacity. Charles was still con
sidered to be reigning ; every one seeking to obtain posses
sion of his person, and every one watching for his lucid 
moments, in order to support themselves in power. His 
glimmerings of reason were still more fatal than the height 
of his delirium : incapable of following the idea of any affiLir 
of coneequenoe, or of having a will of his own, always sub
j~ted by the dominant party, he only appeared to enjoy, 
at mtervals, some little appearance of good sense to sanction 
the most tyrannical acts and the most . odiops0ab 1~ ; and 

D1Q1t1zed Dy '-.:J RJ l t: 
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*hus was the kingdom of France governed during twenty
eight years. 

The .Icing's malady was attributed to enchantments, and 
tbe princes and nobles took advantage of this belief io strike 
those whom they wished to destroy. Valentine of Milan, 
wife of the duke of Orleans, was herself accused of witchcraft, 
and under that pretence banished from the presence of 
Charles, whose confidence she had gained. The Jews, wisely 
conciliated by the late king, always presented ready resources 
to the state ; but, being creditors of the nobles, and loaded 
with the maledictions of the clergy, they were reprobated 
and banished. The princes caused all the shooting-grounds 
to be cloeed, and threw open the gaming-hoW!ell, being well' 
aware that when it is desirable to tyrannize over a nation, 
it must be disarmed and corrupted. 

A truce of twenty-eight yean had been signed with 
IUchard II. ; but the restless and turbulent humour of the 
French permitted them to enjoy but little repose. Sigis
mund, afterwards emperor, and then king of Hungary, de
manded their assistance against the redoubtable Ba.jazet, 
aultan of the Turks ; the Count de Nevers, son of the duke 
of Burgundy, led a numerous army of knights to his aid ; 
they were conquered under the walls of Nicopolis ; the beet 
watriors of France perished or were taken prisoners on this 
day. The ransom of the Count de Neven alone was two 
hundred thou.aand crowns, and the people of Burgundy had 
to pay it. 

The unfortunate Charles VI., however, attributed his 
malady to the echism which desolated Christendom, and 
believed himself punished by Heaven for his negligence in 
eninguiahing it. The inflexible Peter de Luna, who assumed 
the name of Benedict XIII., had taken the place of Cle
ment VIL The king in vain had recourse to prayers or to 
foroe tO induce him and his rival, Boniface IX., to make a 
mutual cession. The obstinate old man resisted the soldiers 
who besieged him in his palace at Avignon, as he had resisted 
the wishes of the king, the Sorbonne, and the clergy. The 
principal nations of Europe were then a prey to either 
ana.rchy or civil wars, and the senseless leaders who governed 
France, had not tact enough even to profit by this favourable 
einrom8tance to maintain the peace so necessary to the king
dom. The German princes deposed the ignoble Winceslaus, 
in the diet of 1400, and gave hiin, as 8U.CCe880rtoth!!,ew,oire,. 

D1Q1tzed oy '-.:n..J0(5If..C -



190 DUKE Oll' ORLBA.NS ASSA.BSilUTED. [£-D. U07 

Robert, to whom they were not at all more obedient ; EDg
land completed a revolution, by breaking the absolute power 

• of Richard ll : deposed by the Parliament, this king died 
8y aseaeeination : Hereford, duke of La.nC81:1ter, who had been 
banished by Richard, reigned in bia place, under the name of 
Henry IV., and was in colllltant atrt1ggle with incessant r&

bellion& It was the interest of the council of the king of 
France to conciliate him ; but the duke of Orleans, whoae 
induence every da) increased, took upon himself to excite 
his anger by bitter affronts : he broke the truce, and, after 
the death of the duke of Burgundy, which happened in U04, 
he exercised abeolute power. He then d~ed an enormoaa 
tax, the produce of which he aha.red with the queen. The 
misery of the people became intolerable ; the act of levying 
contributions was exercised pitilessly in the dwellings of the 
hlliDble and even in hospitals ; the poor and the sick were 
equally violently plundered by the ofticers of the great : thia 
right was at length BUBpended for four years by the very 
persona who had moat abused it. The princes dissipated the 
money of the treuury in festivities and orgies, whilst the 
unfortt1nate Iring, abandoned by all, destitute of proper atten
tions, devoured by vermin, and often a pl'ey to hunger, alone 
comprehended the evils of his people, because he partook of 
them, and deeply felt for aulferinga which it wu no longer iD. 
Jaia power to mitigate. 

The duke of Orleans aoon met with a redoubtable rival in 
the new duke of Burgundy, John sana Peur, who came from 
1'landers at the bead of an army.· At his approach, the 
qaeen and the duke of Orleans retired to Milan : Burguncly 
seized the childno of Fraaee, and kept them at Paris, where 
1le flattered tba people, and permitted them to tab anna. 
His rival mpported himllllf by meaoa of the partisans of 
absolute power. Both aaaembled troops, and civil war ...,.. 
on the point of bret.king out. The otlaer princes, how8'Vel', 
ma.in.tained the peaoe; Burgundy and Orleanawerereeonciled, 
embraeed, and communicated together. Blat 100n after, 
Orleans waa UIIU!IIinated in Paris, by & troop of Sieairee, aDd 
terror prevailed in the council, from which th• duke of Bur
gundy was expelled ; he retired to his atatee, but soon re-
turned at the bead of an army, and openly declared himself 
the murderer of hia enemy:. His crime seemed to be already 
forgotten ; the intereating V alenti.ne of llilan alone called 
fAr vengeance, bu~ was herself obli~ to ,fhr ~ BaD8 
"De as maste . n • H d D,q l ,edoy Col()O th 
L' ur w r m .,;&ns. e was emroua of g e 
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Church his acoomplice, and chose J obn Petit, a famous doctor 
of the Borbonne, to offer, before the whole court, an apology 
for his crime. John Petit maintained publicly that the duke 
a Orleans was a despot, and that it is every man's duty to 
kill a tyrant. The murderer would not conaent till a year 
after to ask p&rdon of the king and the young princes of Or
'leaDs : peaee was sworn to at Chartres, and the bad faith of 
Uaoee who signed it, proCill'ed it the name of the lwllow peac6 
(Ia ~ fou~). This yearGenoo ai'OI!e agAinst the French, to 
whom it had be.en oikred, and they were driven out of Italy. 

The duke of Borgtmdf, now become all-powerful, signal
Bed his audlority by the destrnetion of Monta.igu, who was 
much. beloved by the king, and was grand master of his 
llouaehold. The large fortune of Montaigu and his ancient 
cotmeetion with the duke of Orleans, rendered him guilty in 
the eyes of John sana Pear. .A.ceuaed. of sorcery and other 
ofteaeea, he eonfe&lled Merything under torture, was decapi
tated, and the princes divided the spoils of his wealth among 
them. But the wiek:ed eannot agree long ; :fresh enmities 
broke o.t among teem, and all united against Burgundy. 
The eldest of the children of Orleans married a daughter of 
\be eoum of Armagnac, who entered into the league, and 
8eeame the soul and the M'Dl of it. An army of ferocious 
0ueoll8 marched under his orders and threatened Paris, 
where J obn sa.ns Pell!' courted popularity by caressing 
e'NJl the lowest of the populace. He supported his autho
rity by the name of the king, whom he held closely in his 
power ; he cauaed all the princes to he proscribed by the 
eoucil, and in the capital armed a choeen body of five hun-
4recl journeymen butehers or skinners, who took the name 
fll (JaiJoeltieM, from their leader, John Ca.boehe. A frightful 
wv then eommenced between the party of :Burgundy ancl 
that of .Armagnae ; both ealled in the English, and sold 
:Jranee to th8Jil. The .A.rmagnacs pillaged and ravaged the 
environs of Paris with unheard-of cruelty, whilst the Cabo
chiens kept the capital they pretended to defend in a constant 
atMe of terror. The better claM of the citizens had been 
aWaed and disarmed in the preceding reigns ; it was only 
'lrit.h the populace terms were now to be kept. The States
General being lll!&eiDbled m the midst of this anarchy, were 
aute, without courage and without power ; the university 
6red ueel.esB remonstranees, the butchers made the laWll : 
.,. plundered., imprisoned, and slaughtered with-imn'Bn~ty, 
..... ..L...:.. h 'ded th D'O'I''e;;j oy~\9l,l lt: d 
J-• aa .....,ar •..age umour gm em, ana y <toun 



182 BATTLE OF A.GlNOOURT. [.a..D. H15. 

judges to condemn their victims. They besieged the duke 
of Guienne, the dauphin, in his hotel, where the surgeon, 
John of Troyes, reproached him bitterly with his shameful 
debaucheries : the favourites of the prince were all 111&81l&

cred. The king, ever the slave of the party which domi
nated, approved and sanctioned all these exOOEeS, which 
terrified even Burgundy himsel£ At length, weacy of such 
atrocities, the citizens took up arms, and threw oft' the yoke 
of the skinners ; they delivered the dauphin, Burgundy fted 
away, and the Annagnacs were in the ascendant. The 
princes re-entered Paris, and King> Charles went through the 
ceremony of taking the oriflamme to fight with John sans 
Peur, whose instrument he had so recently been. His army 
was victorious, Burgundy submitted, and the treaty of Arras 
suspended the war, but not the executions or the ravages. 

Henry V., king of England, deemed the moment propi
tious for the invasion of France, and landed in N orma.ndy 
with an army. Charles VI. collected forces three times 
more numerous, and yet his generals lost the battle of A gin
court, in which eight thousand French gentlemen perished : 
the dukes of Orleans and Bourbon were made prisoners, and 
the party of Armagna.c, to which these princes belonged, 
was crushed. The civil war became more fierce than ever. 
The count of Armagnac, named constable, only reigned in 
Paris by means of terror; he caused a number of Burgun
dians to be drowned in the Seine, and forbade the Parisians 
to bathe in that river, for fear his murders should be dis
covered. The queen, Isa.beau of Bavaria, was the only check 
to the authority of Armagnac, and he compelled Charles, 
the third dauphin, president of the council, to banish her to 
Tours, in the name of the king. Burgundy bore away the 
queen from the power of her guardians, and abe became 
reconciled to him. A abort time afterwards, a citizen ot 
Paris, named Porinet le Clerc, gave up one o~ the gates of 
the capital to L'Isle Adam, an officer in the service of John 
sans Peur. The Burgundians re-entered the city, from 
which Jannegrey du Chatel managed to convey the dauphin. 
who became the head of the Armagnac faction. The popu
lace again tc.. 1> arms under the leadership of the executioner 
Capeluche ; they seized the count and his partisans, and 
crowded them into the prisons ; they then massacred both 
him and them, and eighteen thousand Armagnacs were 
slaughtered in the streets. Burgundy bro~ht the queen 
back to the capital, where the distress')'obecaJbeO&-.BUJ. The 
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.A.rma.gnacs were masters of the course of the Seine above 
the city, and the English were so below it; famine an 
pestilence decimated the Parisians. 

Henry V. carried his ravages to the heart of the king
dom; he conquered the whole of Normandy, and Rouen 
even, in spite of the valour of the inhabitants and the efforts 
of the heroic Alain Blanchard, fell into his power. The 
princes at length perceived the necessity for coming to an 
understanding, and J ohlf sans Peur conjured the dauphin to 
unite himself with him. The young prince appointed a. 
meeting a.t the bridge of Montereau: John sans Peur 
repaired thither, and Ta.nneguy DuchAtel, principal officer 
of the dauphin, struck the duke down with his battleaxe, 
and 81l!!ru18inated him before the eyes of the prince, who 
cauaed every Burgundian present to share the fate of their 
leader. This murder rendered peace impoBBible. Philip the 
Good, the new duke of Burgundy, in order to avenge his 
D.ther, offered the crown to Henry V., to whom, likewise, 
the queen gave her daughter Catherine in ma.rria.ge. The 
D.uptia.l ceremony was celebrated at Troyes, where Henry V. 
and Charles VI. signed, on the 21st of May, 14.20, the 
famous treaty by which the crown of i'ra.nce was, at the 
death of Charles, to devolve in perpetuity to Henry and his 
clescendants. The government of the kingdom during the 
malady of the king was confided to Henry V., who swore 
to maintain the jurisdiction of the Parliament, as also the 
rights of the peers, the nobles, the cities, towns, and com
monalties of France, and to govem each kingdom acco1·ding 
to its own laws and customs. This treaty was received with 
favour by the Parisians, and solemnly approved of by the 
States-General, convoked in the capital, and presided over 
by the king. But Henry V. made it his business to destroy 
the new people he had undertaken to govem, and, by his 
cruelties, restored the dauphin to the affections of the French. 
This young prince was condemned by the Parliament as 
guilty of homicide on the person of the duke of Burgundy, 
and pronounced divested of all claims to the throne. He 
wandered for a long time through the southern provinces, 
iying before the English, over whom, however, his generals 
pined a glorious but meleBS victory, at Bauge, in May, 1421. 
The sudden death of Henry V., in 1422, prepared new des
tinies for the dauphin. Charles VI. died also a short time 
afterwards, after having occupied the throne forlJ tw~~rs. 

With this deplorable reign ended the IICI&'d&U' of'~'-ecgr'ea.t 
0 
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schism of the West. Innocent VII., then Gregory XIL. 
had 8Uoceeded in Italy to Boni.face IX. Benedict XIIL was 
still living, and France was neuter betweeu him and his 
rival, when the cardinals of the two courts met by common 
aocord, and in 1409 convoked the Council of Pisa, which 
deposed both Gregory and Benedict, and proclaimed Alex
ander V. pope : so that there were then three popes instead 
of two. Alexander died, and was replaced by John XXIII. : 
at length, the emperor Sigismund -convoked, in U 14, the 
famous Council of Constance, at which were present with 
him several princes of the empire, twenty-seven ambassadors 
from sovereigns, and a great number of prelates and doctors. 
The superiority of thoee general councils over the popes was. 
there established by a formal decree : John XXIII., con
victed of enormous crimes, was depoeed, and the &lllleDlbly, 
in choosing Martin V. to succeed him, considered him alone 
the legitimate pope. Gregory XII. abdicated, but the obsti
nate Benedict XIII., intrenched in his fortress of Peniaco~ 
in SpaiD, contended till death. 

The Council of Constance condemned the criminal doc
trine professed by John Petit, the apologist of the crime of 
John sans Peur, and attempted to repair the immense injury 
the schism had done to the Catholic religion ; but the spirit 
of doubt and examination had penetrated everywhere. Th& 
celebrated John Wickliffe had already preached a bold reform. 
in England, and his disciples, under the name of Lollarda, 
multiplied every day: John Huss and Jerome of Prague. 
other reformers less enterprising than Wickliffe, attracted 
the attention of Germany. The Oouncil of Constance ordered 
them to be burnt, notwithstanding the safe-conduct which 
the first had received from the emperor. The council thought 
to stifle heresies by severe punishments, but it was deceived : 
principles established by men do not die with them : vio
lence, treachery, and fanaticism only engender indignation, 
hatred, and revolt : the civil war of the H118Bites 1100n broke 
out, and was the precursive sign of the conflagration which, 
in the following century, was doomed to change the face of 
the Christian world. 

No period was more barren of great characters or more 
abundant in bad men, than the reign of Charles VI. Some 
few persons, however, acquired during it a reputation in 
France worthy of being transmitted with honour to posterity. 
s~~ we~ the ~hancellor of the university, John Gerson, who 
distinguished himself by his ardent anddiainGe~lieal for 
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the extinction of the ·schism, and to whom the admirable 
book of the Imitation is attributed; the advocate-general 
John Desmarets, who was dragged to the scaffold as the 
accomplice of the seditions, to which he had, on the con
trary, oppoeed the authority of his virtue ; the magistrate 
Juvenal des Ursins, father of the historian of that name, 
intrepid in braving the fury of the great, by repres..~ng their
criminal violences ; and the great citizen Alain Blanchard, 
who immortalized himself by the defence of Rouen, and paid 
with his head his devotion to France and his king. The 
nation honoured itself by no new and useful invention during 
this period ; but, amidst rivers of blood, playing-cards and 
the dramatic farces of the Brothers of the Passion and the 
Clerks of the Basoche, first made their appearance. 

The melancholy picture of the crimes and misfortunes of 
France during a hundred and fifty years, from the death of 
Saint Louis to that of Charles VL, :fill!! the mind with 
horror and dread : it is, however, a spectacle abounding in 
instructive lessons, for in it we behold the frightful calamities. 
Yhich so many crimes and violences drew down upon their 
authors, whether monarchs, princes and nobles, citizens or 
peaaants. The crnelty, frauds, and brntal despotism of some 
oC the successors of Saint Louis provoked wars which deso
lated their reigns and their lives ; the great, at once assassins 
and 8.1!1!8.B15inated, expiated by their own· blood that which 
they had shed ; and the violences of the bourgeoisie when 
powerful, the declining of all personal sacrifices, with the 
horrible excesses of the peasants or jacques, dishonoured, 
and for a long time mined the popular cause. Ages of mis
fOrtunes taught the nation what we ought never to forget : 
they taught it that a people can never enjoy in peace the 
advantages o£ a great, strong, and free nation, but when 
it knows how to value those of union, obedience to the 
la'WB, and the sacrifice of private to general interest-to 
:t-triotism. 

o2 
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I'IIOK TBJ: DBATH 0!' CHARLES VI. TO THAT 0!' LOUIS XU. 

The nation roUBed.-Expulsion of the English.-End of the war of a 
hundred yeara.-Extinction of Great Feuda.lism in France by the 
union of the Duchies of Burgundy and Blittany with the crown.
Fin.t war of Italy. 

1422-1515. 

CHAPTER I. 
Reign of Charles VII. 1422-1461. 

THE kings of France, whilst becoming more absolute, bad 
lost, by the abuse of power, that which had, in a great 
measure, constituted their fortune from Louis le Gros to 
Saint Louis. The people, crushed by taxes arbitrarily 
established, pillaged by mercenary soldiers, and oppressed by 
the nobles, who composed the principal strength of the 
armies, ceased to· regard the cause of sovereigns as their 
own, and withdrew from them both their confidence and 
their love. This disaffection of the people manifested itself 
by numerous revolts, and contributed powerfully to the rapid 
success of foreigners in the heart of the kingdom. The 
scourges which affiicted France for a century and a half, and 
shook the monarchy, were only suspended during a few of 
the latter years ot Charles V.; and we have seen them revive 
more terrible than ever in the reign of his unfortunate son : 
at the end of this last period, the monarchy only existed in 
name, and the kingdom appeared approaching to a general 
dissolution. GOO, however, reserved a more glorious future 
for France. 

A central, energetic, and effective power was alone capable 
of giving the finishing blow to armed feudalism, to maintain 
as a national body, and in a durable manner, so many nations 
of different origins. which tl1en composed the kingdom, and 
unite to the crown the states which, between the Rhine, the 
Pyre~ees, and the ocean,. were yet ~~}~~~~f5t>m 1\,t. The 
English themselves contnbuted to re-establiSh th'if fortunes 
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of France. The intolerable oppression which they infficted 
upon the conquered, and the barbarity of their extermi
nating government, rallied all the oppressed against them, 
united them by means of a common misfortune, created in 
them a national feeling, and made the people tum again with 
hope towards the prince proscribed by their tyrants, and 
who alone could extricate them from an odious yoke : this 
prince was Charles VII. From his accession to the throne 
to the total extinction of the great feudalism, during a cen
tury, the destinies of the royal power appeared to be afresh 
intimately connected with those of the nation, and did not 
cease to increase with it in power. 

A blind chance does not preside over the destinies of the 
world. History, which shows us the progress, slow,-it is tnte, 
but real,-of humanity towards a better order of things, 
proves sufficiently a providential action amidst innumerable 
calamities created by our passions and our vices. We be
come sensible of this action of divine goodne.ss when it 
aaaures the triumph of a cause in appearance desperate, and 
the meaos which it employs to attain this aim seem to be the 
moat deficient in power and force : such is the principal sign 
by which we must perceive the support which God deigned 
"to lend to France, after the signature of the fatal tn>.aty of 
Troyes. On the part of the foreigners, France had but 
recently beheld a victorious monarch, in the vigour of his 
age, master of two-thirds of the kingdom, and rendered 
stronger by the assent of the States-General, and his close 
connection with the king and queen of France. Now 
Henry V. was no more, but most of the French princes 
and the great functionaries of the crown, with a capital and 
a numerous and well-organized army, were still devoted to 
the English party. On the other side, she could contemplate 
a turbulent nobility, undisciplined captains, ferocious bands 
of adventurers, who were much less anxious to save the 
kingdom than to share in the spoils of it, and a young 
prince of eighteen, without strength of mind or character, 
stained with the suspicion of a great crime, displaced by a. 
decree of the Parliament, abandoned by his father and his 
mother, and only reigning nominally over a few provinces a 
prey to anarchy. But the salvation and the destiny of 
France were attached to the triumph of his cause, and God 
brought it about in a few years, against all human foresight. 

Catherine ot Valois, daughter of Charles Vl, and wife of 
Henry V., had given birth to a son, who att~~~~er, 
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in 1422, under the name of Henry VI. ; he was scarcely a 
year old when he was proclaimed king ot France and 
England. The duke of Bedford, eldest brother of Henry V .• 
governed the kingdom in the name of his nephew, and kept 
upon good tel'Dls with the two greatest feudatories of the 
-crown, John VI., duke of Brittany, and Philip the Good, 
duke of 'Burgundy : the latter, to render his vengeance for 
the murder of his father more sure, gave his sister to the 
duke of Bedford, and was for a long time the firmest sup
porter of the English in France. 

T}le dauphin Charles, now nineteen years of age, took the 
title of king immediately after the death of his father, and 
resided at Bourges with the queen, Mary of Anjou, his wife. 
The Al'Dlagnacs, directed by Tanneguy Ducll&tel, considered 
.Charles as their leader, and the people, who could not forget 
the frightful e:xcesaes of this party, hesitated at first to ~ 
nounce in favour of the young prince, whom his enemies 
designated in contem11t the kmg qf Bowrgu. The soldiers 
~f Charles's army were, like those of Henry VI., for the 
most part foreigners : his army was composed of Scots and 
ferocious Armagnacs or Gaseous, who had been for a long 
time suhjects of England: his constable even, the £'&rl o{ 
Buchan, was a Scotchman ; and the king, !IUlTOUDded by these 
nerce rude men, appeared to take as little interest 88 hia 
people did in the success of his own cause. 

The battle of Crevant-sur-Y onne, lost by his troops, and 
that of Verneuil, more disastrous still, and in which the 
-constable perished, made Charles sensible of the necessity for 
acquiring, at whatever price, some powerful support. He 
cast his eyes upon the famous Richemont, brother of the 
duke of Brittany, and offered him the constable's sword. 
:Richemont would only accept it upon the condition that the 
.Armagna.cs should be driven from the court, and that Charles 
ahould not keep about his pel'I!On any of the eeeeesins of John 
sans Peur. Tanneguy Duchttel, the most powerful and the 
most guilty, was the first to depart, and by his voluntary' 
~xile hastened the useful union of Richemont and the king. 
Delivered from a taction which bed held him in thraldom, 
Charles ceased to be considered 88 the instrument of an 
ooons party, and appeared to reign himself ; but years 
passed away before he became king in fact, and worthy of 
the devotion of his people. Without character, without 
fumness of will, incapable of any serious occu~ion, indolent 
and voluptuous, he was the tool and the cllla.voe ,~Y<QUI"itea 
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or of those who obtained an ascendancy over his mind, and 
he forgot them as soon as chance or violence :had separated 
.bim from them. He received, one after the other, two 
favourites from the hands of the constable, the sires de Giac 
and de Beaulieu : he acoorded to them a blind and foolish 
confidence, and yet, without anger, beheld them sucoessi.vely 
881!111118inated by the same Richemont who had placed them 
near him, but to whom their favour gave umbrage. Riche
mont presented a third favourite to the king, the Sire de I& 
Tremouille ; bnt this last avoided the fate of his predecessors 
by endeavouring to bring about the dilgrace of the constable ; 
and Charles saw with indifference his court and his nobility 
divided between the two rivals. He dragged on at Chinon 
a life of effeminacy and pleasures, whilst his party grew 
weaker every day, and discord prevailed in his camp. The 
English already threatened Orleans, the most important of 
the few cities that remained faithful to him ; they had gained 
~n of the t2te oo pont and the other outworks, in 
spite of the bravery of Dunois, the butard of Orleans. At 
length the defeat of the French and Sooteh on the day of the 
Herrings,* appeared to render certain the fall of that city, 
and to give the last blow to the eauae of Charles. 

In proportion with the progress of their triumphs, the 
yoke of the English became more intolerable, and, through
ont the Jringdom, gave birth to a national feeling capable of 
etrecting wonders, if put in action by hope and confidence : 
to this there was joined, in the hearts of the French, a reli
gious enthusiasm mixed with superstition and fanaticism : 
they believed they saw in their calamities the chastisements 
of an avenging God, and they looked to the Divinity alone 
JOr the termination of their sufferings. 

Such were, in 14:29. the aentimenta of the mass of the 
nation, when a young girl, twenty years of age, named 
Jeanne d'Arc, born of poor parents, at the village of Dom
:remy, on the frontier of Lorraine, announced that she bad 
received a milllion to raise the siege of Orleans, and to con
duci Charles to Reims to be crowned. She was beautiful, 
endowed with a pure and noble soul, and united much good 
sen.se and humility with great religious exaltation. She 
declared that internal voices bad revealed the will of heaven 

• Thia day received its name from a convoy of &"\lted fish, brought 
by the English to those who were besieging Orleans. The French 
artillery broke Ute CRBk~ in which this was brou~ht, a.nd~ll~!'' ~ of 
haU.le - coYered wH.h herrings. '9'"'ed oy ~vvcs 
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to her, and demanded to be conducted to Charles VII. at Chi
non. When brought into his presence, it is said, she at once 
distinguished him from all his courtiers, and kneeling before 
him, repeated the order which she affirmed she had received 
from heaven. Charles, whom she still styled the dauphin, 
commanded her to be examined by prelates and matrons, to 
assure himself of the truth of her inspiration, and, upon 
their report, giving faith to her word, he ordered her a com
plete suit of armour, and sent her to join his troops at Blois. 
The report was soon spread through the two annies, that a 
being endowed with supernatural power was about to fight 
for Charles VII. ; and whilst the French beheld divine 
intervention in this prodigy, the English, struck with terror, 
acknowledged nothing in it but the influence of the demon. 

Jeanne led the army to Orleans, and, in the foremost. rank. 
with a standard in her hand, attacked the enemy; they 
trembled as they fought and retreated before her; the siege 
was raised, and, to the south of the Loire, France was deli
vered from the foreigners. From that time Jeanne, under 
the name of the Maid of Orleans, became celebrated through
out the kingdom ; France was roused, enthusiasm seized 
upon all hearts, a crowd of soldiers flocked to the banners of 
Charles, and Bedford saw his English troops depressed with 
fear. The victory of Patay, in which the celebrated TAlbot 
was taken, added to the renown of Jeanne, who roused the 
monarch from his indolence, and led him to &ims for the 
ceremony of his coronation. Troyes shut its gates against 
the army, and the council of war was desirous of raising the 
siege, but Jeanne presented herself to the assembly: her 
internal voices, she said, had assured her that within two 
days the city would surrender, and the event answered to 
the prediction, for, on the seoond dv, Troyes was given up 
to the French. They marched towards &ims, and the lead
ers of the English quitted the place without striking a blo'lll". 
Charles entered the city, and on the following day was 
crowned by the archbishop in presence of three princes of 
the blood. The maid was close to the king at the principal 
altar during the ceremony, standing proudly erect with 
her standard in her hand : her mi.~on was accomplished. 

After the coronation, Jeanne embraced the knees of the 
monarch, and said: "Gentle king, the pleasure of God is 
now executed, which ordained that you should come to 
&ims to receive your worthy consecrationh pro~ng that 
you are the true king, and he to whommthh-titlgJWm is te· 
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belong. I have accomplished that which I have been com
manded to do, which was to raise the siege of Orleans, and 
cause the king to be crowned ; I would now wish to be· 
taken back to my father and mother, to keep their sheep and. 
tend to their cattle." These simple and touching wishes. 
were not complied with: Charle~~'s captains had found they 
had in J eamne their moat powerful auxiliary, and supplicated 
her to remain with them. She consented against her will, 
and although she evinced the same courage in fight, she never 
after appeared poaeessed of the same confidence in herself ; 
she was wounded at the siege of Paris, and was at length 
aken prisoner whilst heroically defending Compi~gne. Her 
captivity excited tra.nsports of barbarous joy among the 
English. The unfortunate girl was confined in the dungeons 
of Rouen, and the bishop of Beauvais drew up the accusa
tions against her. When answering to the inquisitors, who 
endeavoured to convict her of heresy, abe displayed admira
ble strength of mind and good sense : it was to God she 
attributed all her success. The bishop asked her if she wa& 

in a state of grace. Jeanne said: "If I am not, God will 
place me in it ; if I am, God will keep me in it." When 
int.erf<>e<r&ted upon her actions and words in battle, she an
swered : "I said, go boldly among the English, and I went 
among them myself." "Does God hate the English 1" &llked 
the bishop. " As to the love or the hatred that God has for
the English, I know nothing," said she ; "but I know they 
will all be driven out of France, except those who shall die 
there." " Was her hope founded upon her standard or her
seln" "It was fonnded upon our Lord, and nowhere else."' 
u Why did she cause her standard to be carried in front or· 
the king at Reims 1" "It had gone through the labour, it . 
was but right it should partake of the honour." 

But all this spirited uprightness and good sense had no• 
eft'ect upon her judges : they had declared that God could 
not. be willing that Charles VII. should triumph ; therefore, 
the demon alone, in their eyes, had inspired Jeanne. She was 
condemned to be burnt alive, and the sentence was carried 
out at Rouen. Her mildness, her virgin purity, her fervent 
piety, never for a moment deserted her during her cruel trial; 
she died with her eyes fixed upon a crucifix, protesting her 
innocence, and drawing tears from the whole city, the wit
ness of her punishment. 

Charles heard of her death with indift'erenc~nQ~ flade 
no effort either to prevent or avenge it, an'll''1f&l'\i;(f ~ehty-
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five years before he ordered that the memory of the heroine 
should be reinstated : he had sunk again into his culpable 
state of indolence. His favourite, I.& Tremouille, had seduced 
him from the labours of war ; and, in order to preserve his 
aacendancy, he detained him in the castle of Chinon by the 
spells ot festivity and pleasures. Surrounded by his mia
tresses, Charles again neglected his fortune, whilst his cap
tains were fighting singly as partisan leaders, receiving 
neither orders, nor pay, nor IRleoour from him, and subjecting 
the countries in which they dominated to frightful exaction& 
The English, however, were still more odious to the people : 
in vain Bedford, to restrain the capital, kept the young king, 
Henry VL, within its walls, and caused him to be crowned 
there ; in vain he hi.maelf laid down the title of regent to 
invest a French prinee, the duke of Burgundy, with it ; the 
English, and their allies the Burgundians, were equally de
tested, and insurrections broke out against them in all parts. 

The most skilful of Charles's captains, the constable Riche
mont, now in disgraee, became at length indignant at his 
frivolous conduct, and, already murderer of two favourites 
of the king's, he determined to act in the same manner by 
the third, justly attributing Charles's weakness to the fatal 
infiuenoe of I.& Tremouille. A gentleman accepted this san
guinary mission : he surprised Ia Tremouille in bed, wounded 
him, carried him oft; and the constable becoming master of 
his enemy, held him a close captive. Charles, with his usual 
vacillation, approved of all this, and restored him to his 
good graces ; Richemont resumed the command of the army. 
About the same time, in 1435, Bedford, the brother-in-law 
of the duke of Burgundy, died, and his death broke the bonds 
which united this duke with England. He at length sacri
ficed his long-cherished resentments to the interests of France, 
allying himself with Charles by the treaty of Arras. The 
French were once more united, and the maintenance of the 
English domination became impossible: Paris opened ita 
gates to the king, and the English had soon nothing left bat 
Normandy and Guienne. 

An extraordinaly and complete change was then effected 
in the mind of Charles VIL, and the honour of it waa 
partly attributed to the infiuence of his mistress, Agnes 
SoreL A will full of energy took the place of his indolent 
indifference ; his frivolity was transformed into prudence 
and wisdom; and his voluptuous tastes formed no impedi
ment to an aotiTe perseverance in warlaetand Pdliti labours. 
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The French, after the union of Charles with the duke of 
Burgundy, began to enjoy some repose; bnt still, as in the 
time of Charles V., at the end of the long civil wars, com
~ of mercenaries, without pay and employment, infested 
the kingdom. The captains of Chu-les VII., and among 
them the celebrated La Hire and Xaintrailles, for a long 
time aocastomed to make war on their own account and 
1rithout diaeipline, continued, in contempt of the treaty of 
.Arras, io pillage Burgundy, and gloried in the name of 
lfcarv:ltetw1 (skinners), which the hatred of the people had 
bestowed upon them. Charles repressed their disorders, and, 
in the StatelrGeneral held at Orleans, caused the adoption of 
a wise measure, which contributed powerfully in promoting 
public peace, aud strengthening royal authority: he demanded 
and obtained a poll-tax of 1,.200,000 livres to provide for the 
payment of a standing army. It was intended for the main
tenance of :fifteen hundred men-aHrlns, each followed by 
five horsemen, one a page, a cutler or armourer, and three 
archers. The Icing afterwards divided them into fifteen 
~ental companies, which he spread about in all plaoes of 
wv in the kingdom. These were charged with the support 
of their own garrisons, the pay for each man-&t-anns and 
1ria I!Oite beiDg fifteen livres per month. Charles completed 
the organization of the permanent army, by obliging every 
pariah to famish an areher, chosen by it from amongst the 
best bowmen, and upon whom his election conferred divers 
privilegea. This renovation of the military system produced 
immenee reeulta : the king thus obtained an army, always 
numerous, and always ready to be directed in a body to any 
point threatened by molt or war. He introduced all his 
ehosen captains and the best of the military adventurers 
into this new army ; and terror restrained such 88 could not 
obtain admisaion. It is to the meeting of the States of 
1439, that great part of the merit of this creation must be 
attributed. This &lllelDbly, while serving France, gave um
brage to the monarch, whose revenues they limited to his 
OWD domains. Charles, at first, avoided convoking them, but 
in their name rendered perpetual the tax he obtainecJ from 
them, and which he augmented by 600,000 livres. 

Crimes of all kinds were multiplied to a frightful degree: 
the king gave the provost of Paris, Robert d'.Estouville, full 
power to judge and condemn every person convicted of any 
crime whatever. The par. liaments, whose ri.gh~a&oll¥
aclmowledged, were silent; all liberty was0 '~8d;'an<l'tne 
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kingdom was given up to a despotic power. The people had 
suffered too much from license ; they were issuing from a 
horrible state of anarchy, and felt the need of a central and 
vigorous authority. Commerce revived, agriculture became 
flourishing, and the king was saluted as the restorer of order. 
Some dissatisfied captains, BUpported by the princes of the
blood and the dauphin Louis, alone attempted to resist 
Charles ; but their revolt, which received the name of the 
Prag'II;B'l"ie, was quickly BUppressed. The princes submitted, 
and the dauphin retired to the province of Dauphiny : from 
that time the most deeply-rooted enmity existed between 
the king and his son. Charles VIL, after having restored. 
peace to the interior of his kingdom, completed the expulsion. 
of the English. The victory of Formigny BUbdued Nonnandy; 
he marched afterwards against Guienne, and conquered it 
twice, being powerfully assisted by Dunois and John Bureau, 
the grand-master of his artillery. Bordeaux, at this period, 
obtained a parliament. So many BUocesses appeared to 
justify the name of the Victorious, given to this king by his 
contemporaries : of all its possessions on the continent, Eng
land had nothing left but Ca.la.is. A long period of civil 
wars and calamities commenced in that kingdom with the
mental weakness of Henry VI., who married the haughty 
and vindictive Margaret of Anjou. 

Charles VII., whilst abstaining from convoking the St&te&
General, which he dreaded, several times &BSembled the pro
vincial states of Normandy, Guienne, and Languedoc, and 
promised not to leJVy any taxes upon those provinces without;. 
their consent. He decided that in the assessement of the
imposts, there should be an appeal from the complainant to 
the Court of A ids, and this court received a regular organiza
tion from him. These matters being completed, he turned 
his attention to the Church, and in 1438 solemnly p~ 
mulgated, before the French clergy, &ssembled at Bocanges, 
the Pragmatic Sanction. This ordinance proclaimed the 
liberties of the Gallican church, as the council, then sitting 
at Bale, defined them ; it recognised the BUperiority of. 
general councils over the popes, restrained the appeal to 
Rome to a small number of cases, deprived the pontifical 
court of the revenue of vacant benefices, and confided the 
election of bishops to the chapters of the churches. 

Charles became the most wise and powerful monarch of 
Europe, but his well-founded SUBpicions ~d resentment 
towards his son, the dauphin, empoisOD.i:!<l' bl:WJCULWJ~ years. 
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Louis, fil'Bt married to Margaret of Scotland, had, in his 
second nuptials, espoused Charlotte, daughter of the duke of 
Savoy, against the will of his father. The king commanded 
him to come and justify himself at court, where the Count de 
Dammartin, the enemy of the prince, was all-powerfuL The 
dauphin, dreading everything from the counsellors of his 
father, and being unable to obtain any pledge for the safety 
of his person, thought at first of resisting openly, and collected 
some forces; but being convinced of his want of strength to 
contend with his father, he took to flight, and sought refuge 
in the court of Burgundy, where he was welcomed by Philip 
the Good and his son Charles, and treated with honour and 
munificence. The king immediately took possession of Dan- ' 
phiny, seized all its revenues, and united that province to the 
states directly dependent upon the crown. The dauphin im
plored pardon of the king; but his father was well acquainted 
with his false and perverse heart : he could never induce him 
to come and ask pardon in person, a redoubtable example 
having recently much increased the mistrust of his son. The 
-duke of AlenC}On, a prince of the blood, was accused by the 
king of treason and complicity with the English : the peel'!! 
of the kingdom, convoked for his trial, condemned him to 
death. Charles commuted the punishment, and shut him up 
a close priBoner in the tower of the Louvre. The dauphin 
refused to expose himself to the chance of a similar chastise
ment. The king from that time believed himself to live 
amidst the intrigues, and to be surrounded by the emissaries 
of his son ; and so strongly did this feeling work upon him, 
that he was in constant terror of being poisoned by them, 
ceased to take food, and absolutely died of hunger : he expired 
on the 22nd of July, 1461, in his fifty-eighth year. 

Towards the end of this reign, commerce and industry 
made great progress in France and the rest of Europe. The 
requirements of nations became known, the various produc
tions of the world were appreciated, and their consumption 
in each country ascertained : well-informed men, possessors 
of great capital, sent factors to all mercantile places, and em
braced Europe and Asia in their commercial speculations. 
It was thus that Cosmo de Medici, at Florence, l'Bised him
self to a level with princes, and founded the fortune of his 
house. Jacques Cmur, his contemporary, a French merchant, 
by similar means obtained immense wealth, with which he 
generously supported the finances of Charles Y::£~ ... 1~ 
prince ennobled him, and named him his m~-"'e~oe. 
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:But the misfortunes of this celebrated merchant soon attested 
the vices of an arbitrary government. Greedy courtiers 
coveted the fortune of Jacques Ca!ur, and prejudiced the king 
against him : his property was seized, and the immoveable 
part of it distributed to those who were afterwards appointed 
his judges. Among the latter was the man fixed upon to 
IJilcceed him in his post. Aoouaed of extortion, and deprived 
of all means of defence, he was condemned without proo( 
and banished from the kingdom. 

France 'W88 at peace, but she still groaned under a multi
tude of burdens and abueee. Intelligeuce, however, began to 
spread ; French poetry acquired grace and harmony ; the 

· lyrical veraes of Charles of Orleans, and Rene of Anjou, 
obtained a merited reputation ; among the poets of this time 
were Oliver de Ia Marche, Alain Chartier, historiographer of 
France, and Francis Villon, the first writer of burleeque. 
These men would doubtless have impreeaed a national stamp 
upon French poetry, if the greatest event of the fifteenth 
cent~ had not turned men's minds in another direction. 
The taking of Constantinople by Mahomet ll, sultan of the 
Turks, disseminated the literary treasures of Greece and 
Rome througa Europe, and the powerful genius of antiquity 
imposed its yoke upon the BCa.l'Cely born genius of modem 
liUrature. With the full of the Greek empire, in 1 (.1>3, 
ended the Middle Ages, and, by general accord, the com
mencement of modem history takes its date from this great 
catastrophe. 

CHAPTER II. 

Reign of Louis XI. 1461-1483. 

Lons XI. was thirty-eight years ot age when he aacendecl 
the throne. His reign constitutes an epoch, ·not only from 
the considerable extension which the lringdom obtained under 
him, and the strengthening of the absolute authority of thr 
monarch, but still more from t.he new tendency taken by 
European policy, and the powerful impulse imparted to it by 
the character of Louis himself. The art of negotiations was 

* With &11 due respec~ for our oriJ!nal, we canuo~ agree with him in 
calling this tk greatut ~t of the Jift«nth ct"lllury,-great it was, but 
uot grea~st. The invention of printing stands fAr above it in import· 
ance ; and so doe~~ the di1100very o{ America.-,.T~Ior-ole 

D1Q1t1zed Dy \.:.:::IOU() 
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before that time almost unknown : sovereigns, govel1led by 
their blind and violent passions, always sacrificed the interests 
of the future to the present, and strength decided everything. 
Policy, however, began to be a more serious study for them. 
Louis XL was the first that erected diplomacy into a system. 
Endowed with a subtle and astute mind, he made this art 
the subject of the meditations of his whole life, and contri
buted more than any other person to suhBtitute, in policy, 
the power of intelligence for the authority of force ; but h4l 
disavowed all principles of morality, and a great part of his 
succeas was falsely attributed to his contempt for them. The 
policy which depends upon perfidy is as productive of calami
~ as that which recognises no other law but brute force. 
The habit of constantly deceiving, which Louis apquired, was 
often fatal to him, and he was not indebted for most of the 
advantages he gained over his enemies to either his false
hoods or his treacheries ; he triumphed because he was well 
acquainted with his own true interests, becau8e he knew 
mankind, appreciated merit and employed it, and because, 
embracing in his projects the future as well as the present, 
he submitted them almost always to the calculations of re
flection and COJ18U1Illllate prudence. It may, in short, be said 
tilat he drew his reverses upon himself by his vices, and that 
he obtamed his most brilliant suooese by the qualities of the 
understanding which ally themselves with aound morality. 

Feudalism had resumed all its power during the long 
anarchy of the preceding reigns, and Charles VIL himself, 
although he kept the dukes of Burgundy and Brittany, and 
the coont of Anjou, the great vassals of the crown, in a state 
~ at least, respectful subjection, was never able to obtain 
from them any pledge of obedience. The houses of these 
three princes contended with the royal house in both power 
and splendour ; that of Burgundy, mistress of Flanders, the 
Low Countries, and Franche-ComU, was the richest in Europe; 
that of Anjou poasell!6d, in addition to the county of that 
name, Maine, Lorraine, and Provence, and surrounded the 
domains of the king with its vast poesessions. The south 
groaned under the tyranny of the counts of Albret, Foix, 
Armagnac, and a crowd of other nobles, who exercised an 
absolute authority in their estates, and acknowledged no law 
divine or human. The feudal system was then the greatesf. 
obstacle to the tendencies which were drawing into union 
people inhabiting the same aoil, and to the salU:~ -D~ 
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of national feeling ; it became at length the scourge of 
Europe, which it had saved in the tenth century : the glory 
of indicting upon it its mortal blow belongs to Louis XI. 

This prince, who from a fugitive became a king, was but 
too well instructed in the plots laid against him at his father's 
court, as well as in the enmity which the most influential 
men of the kingdom bore him ; and, to employ the words of 
a celebrated writer, he contemplated nothing in the opening 
-of his reign but the commencement of his vengeance. He 
believed that he should stand in need of the support of the 
people against his enemies, and, on his accession, promised to 
diminish the taxes, and to submit the national charges to the 
approbation of the States-General His liberalities towards 
such as he wished to gain, exhausted his treasury ; the im
posts were augmented, and the States-General forgotten. 
Some insurrections broke out, but Louis quickly suppressed 
them. One of the first acts of his reign was the abolition of 
the Pragmatic Sanction, which he did out of hatred for the 
institutions of his father ; but of which, however, he re-esta
blished the principal dispositions, towards the end of his life. 
Another ordinance, of an apparently futile interest, irritated 
the nobility greatly. The king, passionately fond of the chase, 
and jealous of his pleasures as well as of his authority, inter
dicted this pursuit in the royal forests; and soon after added to 
this edict other acts, which were fresh motives of discontent. 
Economical in his own person, severe in the administration 
of the finances, he would not allow them to be plundered 
by the princes of his blood. His yoke weighed equally upon 
.all ; his active vigilance watched at once over every part of 
his kingdom, and he would not suffer any other tyrant to 
-exist in it but himsel£ 

The irritation became general ; the princes wished for 
appanages that would render them independent ; the great 
demanded dignities and gold ; their wishes were all directed 
to the recall of the anarchy of the reign of Charles VI., and 
they formed a league against Louis XI. He, by seeking to 
-divide his two most formidable neighbours, Francis II., duke 
-of Brittany, and the Count de Charollais, son of the duke of 
Burgundy, excited them against himsel£ He perfidiously 
conferred upon both of them the government of Normandy, 
with the hope of seeing them quarrel for it ; instead of 
which they united against him who ventured to trifle with 
them. The resentment of the Count de Chlp'Ollais wps the 
more warm, from the circumstance of Eotrl8 "H.C~g been 
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loaded with kindnesses by Philip the Good, his father. This 
count, who was afterwards known as Charles the Bold, and 
as one of the moat powerful sovereigns of Europe, presented 
a striking contrast to Louis XI. : violent and indomitable, 
always governed by pride or passion, he proved, during the 
whole of his life, the most ardent and formidable enemy of 
the monarch, his suzerain. It was around him and the duke 
of Brittany that the princes of the blood and the great mal
content nobles rallied, and among them were those who had 
acquired most glory under the late king, and who had served 
him best : Dunois, Saint Pol, Tanneguy DuchAtel, andAntoine 
de Chaba.nnes, Count de Dammartin. They gave their league 
the name of tM Leag'U6 of t/16 Public Good, and placed at 
their head Charles of France, brother of the king, who 
claimed Normandy as his appanage. The bloody day of 
Montlhery, in which Louis abandoned the field of battle to 
the Count de Cha.rollais, was soon followed · by the rising of 
Normandy in favour of the prinoes. The king, finding him
~ the weaker, laid down his arms and had recomw to 
negotiations. No one possessed in a greater degree the art 
of gaining hearts by insinuating and flattering words. He 
reigned to stifle all his just resentments, to forget all his 
injuries, and signed the treaty of Conflans, by which he gave 
up Normandy to his brother, and satisfied the exorbitant 
pretensions of the princes. Louis ceded to them, with a 
good grace, cities, vast domains and governments, and loaded 
the rebel lords with dignities : Saint Pol was named constable. 
But Louis only thus gave with one hand to take back with 
the other, when time should serve. He studied the charac
ters of his enemies, and from that time his principal ca.re 
was to gain, at any price, the most able, to divide the others, 
.and to master them one by one. It was thus he drew over 
to his interests the duke of Bourbon and several of his 
father's ministers, among others the chanceHor Juvenal des 
Ursins and the celebrated Count de Dammartin. Here
·quired the support of the nation, and convoked the States
General at Tours, in 14:68 ; nevertheless he did not consent 
to have recourse to the people unless they manifested a dis
poeition to have no will but his; and the chancellor, in his 
.apeech to the States, reminded them of the~ words of the 
llebrew nation to Joshua: "We will do all thou wishest us 
1o clo ; let them who refuse to obey thee be condemned to 
4eath." " Such is," added the chancellor, " the ~~~rWhl9h 
.a. deputies ought to make to the commafl<ise~f the '~g." 

. 'P 
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Louis was obeyed : never did the States show themselves 
more servile. They annulled, according to the wish of the 
king, the treaty of Conflans, taking Normandy from Charles 
of France, and declaring that that prince ought to be satis
fied with the income of twelve thoW18Dd livres, :fixed by 
Charles VIL as the appa.nage of the princes of the blood. 
Louis having obtained what he wished of them, made 
haste to dismiss them. They were only assembled eight 
days. 

Charles of France, irritated at losing Normandy, united 
himself afresh with the duke of Brittany and Charles the 
Bold, now become duke of Burgundy, by the death of his 
fa.ther Philip the Good. All three treated with England 
against France, and pressed the king, Edward IV., to trana
port an army into the kingdom. Louis prevented their 
attack ; he ma.rched unexpectedly against the duke of Brit
tany, who, separated from his allies, and seized with terror 
submitted, and signed the treaty of Ancenis. 

The king then made it his business to gain his people ; 
he gave charters to several cities, protected commerce by 
wise regulations, and reorganized the militia of Paris, com
posed of all the males from sixteen to sixty, whom he caused 
to be numbered; they amounted to eighty thousand men, 
ranged under sixty banners, and they were again put in poe
session of the right of choosing their own officers. Louis 
afterwards endeavoured to :find allies in the states of hia 
most powerful enemy. The rich, populous, manufacturing 
cities of Flanders were prompt in accepting any encourage
ment for revolt against the cruel violences of their sovereign 
the duke of Burgundy : Ghent, Bruges, and Liege were not 
more distinguished among them for their power and opulence 
than for their energetic struggles for liberty. Louis sent an 
emissary into the last-named city, which was already on bad 
terms with the bishop, its sovereign prince, and an ally of 
Charles, to excite it to revolt, and promising it his support. 
At the same time, the better to deceive the duke, and lull his 
suspicions, he demanded a safe-conduct of him, obtained it, 
and trusting too confidently to his own powers of seduction, 
joined the duke's army at Peronne. He had scarcely arrived 
when the revolt of Liege broke out : Charles learnt that the 
populace had committed horrible excesses, that Louis de 
Bourbon, his relation and ally, was massacred, and that. 
Louis XL was the author of the sedition. k t tJw.l, p,.~wa his 
rage knew no bounds; he held the kilii 'eSlosei?Mib~, aDd 
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Urreatened his life. To escape from such peril, Louis snb
mitted to overything required of him : he signed the treaty 
of Peronne, by which he abandoned all sovereignty over the 
states of Burgundy, gave his brother Champagne and Brie
as an appanage, and, as a crowning shame, COill!ented to 1118l'Ch 
with Charles against the revolted Liegeois. He obtained his 

.. freedom upon these conditions ; but before he escaped from 
• 1 the strong grasp of his enemy, he was obliged to submit to. 
- ) be a witness of the ruin of that unfortunate city, which he 
""' hlmself had stimulated to revolt and CODI!equent destruction : 
..: : he sw almost all the inhabitants mll!8aCred, and felicitated 
~ "-. Clw:les upon his frightful triumph. 
· EogJand was at this time desolated by the WBl" of the Two 

" .J ~; Louis XI., adopting the party of the red rose, united 
himself with his relation Margaret of Anjou, the wife of' 

;r Henry VI., and the famous earl of Warwick, surnamed the 
king-maker, against Edward IV. Upon. being coqquered, 
Edward retired into Holland, and implored the a.ssisf.ance of 
Duke Charles, his brother-in-law. Louis, without any un
easiness on the part of England, followed up his advantages : 
he convoked &n assembly of the notables, which he took care 
to select himsel~ sys Comines, from among those who would 
not venture to oontradict his will; and he made them imme
diately annul the treaty of Peronne, under the pretence that 
Charles had only been able to impose it by forfeiting his 
Yord. Louis, in freeing himself from his obligations, only 
created new dangers. Edward IV., aided by Charles the 
Bold, recovered his crown ; Henry VI. and his son were 
11811888inated ; the duke of Burgundy invited the English 
monarch to invade France, and promised Mary, his daughter 
and hMr, to Charles of France, duke of Ouienne, who had 
:recently rooeiYed that province from Louis XI. as an appa
ll&ge ; the duke of Brittany renewed his intrigues, and the 
Constable de Saint Pol sold his services to both parties, seeking 
to raise himself at the expense of the one and the other. 
The king thus sa.w himself threatened with another storm, 
when his brother fell sick and died, after a few months• 
Blltfering. Louis, accused of having poisoned him, BCB.rcely 
took: the trouble to deny it, and his memory remains stained 
with thi"' crime. The duke of Burgundy immediately 
marched his troope int-o Pieardy ; but the admirable defence 
of Beauvais, in which Jeanne Hachette immortalized herselt 
by her courage, checked the progress of ~od~,l~!ino~Jst 
Louis negotiated by turns with every one of the '1-ebel 

p 2 
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leaders, and seduced by his liberalities the two most skilful 
men of their party, the Sieur de Lescun, favourite of the 
duke of Brittany, and Philip de Comines, confidant of the 

.,.:_ duke of Burgundy. The manreuvres of Louis sowed dissen-
sion among the leaders of the League : the duke of Bur
gundy signed a fresh truce, and Charles marched against the 
Constable de Saint Pol, who had taken p01!8e8si.on of the city of 
St. Quentin on his own account. The king profited by this 
moment to crush some of his enemies ; he, a second time, 
caused the Parliament of Paris to try and condemn to death 
the duke of Alencpn. · The Cardinal Ia Balue owed his for- 1 

tune to Louis XI. and had betrayed him : the king caused ! 
him to be inclosed in an iron cage, eight feet square, invented \ 
by the cardina.1 himself, in which he remained a captive ten () 
years. At length, John Go:tfredi, Cardinal d'Albi, ancient 'K 
bishop of Arras, and a famous inquisitor of Flanders, whe~d\ 
he had.. exercised atrocious barbarities, was charged by th JJ 
king .Jith the punishment of the guilty count of Armagnac, ' 
one of the mpporters of the League of the Public Good, who, 
by marrying his own sister, had added incest to the rest of 
his crimes. Besieged in the city of Lectoure, he 8lll"rendered 
to the cardinal, who promised him personal safety, but who 
immediately caused him to be poniarded before the eyes of 
his pregnant wife ; she was poisoned, and the frightful Gof
fredi, wishing to exterminate all the witnesses of his perjury, 
gave orders that every inhabitant of Lcctoure should be 
slaughtered and the city be given up to the flames. 

Diseases and punishments delivered Louis XI. from several 
of his powerful adversaries, and he was at length able to unite. 
his forces against Charles of Burgundy. This prince waa then 
engaged in Germany. Sovereign of the duchy of Burgundy, 
Franche-Comte, • Hainault, Flanders, Holland, and Gueldres, 
he wished, by joining to these Lorraine, a. part of Switzer
land, and the mcoession of King Ren6, count of Provence. 
to recompose the ancient kingdom of Lorraine, as it lwl existed 
under the Carlovingians ; and flattered himself, that by 
offering his daughter to Maximilian, son of Frederick III.; 
he should obtain from that emperor the title of king_ 
Deceived in these hopes, the duke of Burgundy endeavoured, 
at least, to deprive young Ben~ his sovereign, and the ally of 
Louis XI., of Lorraine ; but it was reserved for a little 
nation, already celebrated for its heroic valour and its love of 

. * :ne imperial county of Burgundy ba.d ac<pJ,H:.ed, ,~tto~:ng posi
tion m the mountains, a sort of independence, by which it oufained the 
nAme of Pro.~O&'IIIU. 
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Jiberty, to lower the pride of this so powenul man. Called 
in to aid the Alsacians, the victims of the oppression 
of Charles, the Swiss left their mountains, and the Bur
gundian army experienced its first check before Neuss. 
Edward IV. of England, invited by the duke of Brittany, 
was then in France with a numerous army ; Charles was 
ashamed to exhibit the wreck of his army before him, and 
the English remained isolated in the kingdom. Louis XL 
always more prompt to negotiate than to fight, won over by 
his bribes all the confidants of Edward, and speedily induced 
him to sign a treaty for nine years. The king, by this treaty, 
gave seventy-five thousand crowns down to Edward, and en
gaged to pay him sixty thousand every year, until a marriage, 
projected between the dauphin and the daughter of the 
English monarch, should be accomplished. Charles, aban
doned by the English, and full of projects of revenge against 
the Swiss, likewise signed a truce with Louis for nine years : 
both were named commercial treaties, because the interests 
of trade were respected in them. Each of these two 
enemies, who had nothing in common but a thirst for blood. 
IIIICrificed, on this occasion, th011e upon whom his adversary 
wished to wreak his vengeance. Charles gave up the Con
stable de Saint Pol to Louis, and he abandoned the SwiM and 
Rene of Lorraine, his allies. The guilty Saint Pol lost his 
head upon the scaffold ; but the Swiss conquered successively 
two Burgundian armies at the famous battles of Granson and 
Morat. Charles the Bold was killed before Nancy, in a third 
battle which he lost against them, and the people learnt 
with transports of joy that they were delivered from a fierce 
and cruel tyrant. 

Upon bearing this news, Louis immediately took poe
session of the duchy of Burgundy and several strong cities 
on the Somme, under the pretence that they were male fiefs, 
and claimed the guardianship of Mary of Burgundy, the 
daughter of Charles, whom he wished to marry to the 
dauphin. His cruelty was displayed in proportion with the 
increase of his security. James of Armagnac, duke de 
Nemours, formerly the accomplice of his enemies, was his 
prisoner ; he brought him to trial before the Parliament, to 
which body, for the occasion, he added commissaries, enriched 
beforehand with the spoils of the unhappy duke. Nemours 
was condemned to death, and Louis ordered that his children 
ahould be placed under the scaffold of their fat~f1.1}t his 
execution and be sprinkled with his blood : 0 l'i'eell.£W watii1 bast 
tbem into dungeolll!, where they underwent horrible tortures. 
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The perfidy and ferocity of the king roused his newly
possessed states against him ; a powerful and mortal enemy 
soon menaced him therein : this was Maximilian of Austria, 
recently married to Mary of Burgundy, and who laid claim 
to her heritage. The bloody and undeeisive battle of Gum
negate, fought in 1479 by the French against the Flemish 
and Burgundian troops of Maximilian, was followed by a 
truce ; and four years afterwards, in consequence of the death 
()( Mary, the young Margaret ot Austria, aged only two 
years, was promised to the dauphin. The treaty of Arras 
.ecured Louis the J.X1811e88ion of Burgundy and Artoi& 

Ren6 of Anjou, sovereign of Provence, and titular king of 
Sicily, had died a few years before. Louis had preserved his 
friendship by pecuniary gifts, of which the old monarch, 
(l()Dstantly employed in tournaments and festivals, always 
stood in need. Ren6 named as his successor his nephew 
Charles, count of Maine, and after him appointed Louis XL 
:heir to his states. Charles did not survive him seventeen 
months, and Louis, who had already, several years before, 
seized Anjou, once more united Provence and Maine to the 
~rownruFnmce. · 

The king, however, was growing old, and trembled at the 
idea ru dying : after having deceived all the world, he 
endeavoured to deoeiTe himself ; freed from the cares 
,.hich politics had brought upon him, he appeared to be con
sumed by a sombre and savage melancholy. Shut up in his 
astle ru Plesais-lez-Tours, his habitual residence, dreading 
the approach oi his confidants and the members of his 
:family, he redoubled his precautiou and his severities. Ten 
~ousand mantraps were disseminated in the avenues of the 
aatle, around which the provost-marshal, Tristan l'Ermite, 
cxmstantly prowled. Every 11118picious person was either 
:hung or drowned, without even the pretence ru a trial 
Sootch archers watched from the walls, and shot down all 
,.ho came within reach of their arrows ; aud whilst the 
«1virons of the royal residence reeounded with the cries of 
so many victims, the monarch, whoee fanatical devotion 
equalled his cruelty, multiplied his pilgrimages, plundered 
:his people-to enrich churches, procured relics at great ex
pense. from all 'P8ris, beseeching God and the saints to pro
long his miserable existence. The Virgin, above all, was the 
object of his particular worship ; he invented for her the 
prayer called A ngeltuJ; he created her the~ 1~WJ~ of 
Boulogne, and never meditated an act 3t"~df ~elty, 
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without having beforehand implored her assistance. It 
was he who first constantly bore the title of the MOlt 
ClwVtiarn King, and no man ever showed more strongly to 
what aberrations a superstitious faith may lead, when sepa
rated from all morality. No oath was held sacred by him 
unless Uken upon the cross of Saint La, which he believed 
~ be made of a portion of the true cross. His strange 
superstitions were those of his times, in which it was gene
rally thought that a few outward practices of devotion were 
aufficient to efface the moet enormous crimes. 

There are in history unhappy periods, in which despoti8ID 
alone is able to contend with advantage against anarchy, and 
the absolute reign of Louis XL was rich in useful results. 
The powerful e»emies he subdued were the enemies of 
France : he inflicted mortal blows upon that second 
:feudalism which rose upon the ruins of the .:first, and which, 
without him, would perhaps have prolonged the misery and 
brut.a.lization of the people : he did much for the strength 
and security of France, by extending its frontiers towards 
their natural limits ; he joined to the crown Roussillon, 
Cerdagna, Provence, Burgundy, Anjou, Artois, and the cities 
which defended the banks of the Somme. He survived IOOSt 
of his enemies, and when the tomb had closed over those who 
might have destroyed his work, God, whom he had so fre
quently offended, did not a.llow him to enjoy the fruits of it : 
he died on the 30th of August, 1483, leaving the sceptre to 
the young Charles, his son. This child awakened his jealousy; 
Louis had left him in ignorance, in order that his ambition, 
which he dreaded, might be the less dangerous ; and all he per
mi«ed him to be taught of the Latin language was the single 
aenten.ee which contains a faithful recapitulation of his own 
policy: 

''Qui nelcit dissimulare neacit regna.re." 
France owed many wise institutions to Louis XI., almost 

all created with the design of centralizing the action of 
power, and destroying the remains of feudalism. To obtain 
this e~~d, he atteapted to establish in the kingdom unifonnity 
of costume as well as that of weights and measures ; be 
created posts, by establishing on the high roads couriers, 
destined on1y to transmit public news to the king, and to 
bear his orders ; he replaced the body of free archers by a 
body of Swiss, and some regimt>ntal companies by a Scotch 
guard. The most remarkable edict of hill reign is-tM.t. ~~ich 
declares judicial charges permanent. Thii ii'diW fohlhHlfthe 
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independence and power of the Parliaments, and yet was not 
inspired by the love of justice ; tor no one had recourse more
frequently than Louis XI., in criminal trials, to commissions 
and illegal and violent ways. In his reign legislation became 
a science ; the schools acquired new life, and letters obtained a 
consideration which they had never before that time enjoyed. 
Louis endeavoured, for a long time, but in vain, to win the 
hearts of his people by the simplicity of his manners and the 
familiarity of his discourse with men of humble condition. 
he 'W8I:I more hated than any of the princes, his contem
poraries ; not that they were less perfidious or less cruel, but 
they seemed to commit evil by a blind and brutal instinct; 
whilst Louis was ferocious in cool blood, and submitted crime 
to calculation. Jealous of all superiority, he had around him 
none but obscure men: John Cottit>r, his physician; Oliver 
le Dain, his barber ; and Tristan l'Ermite, whom he called 
his gossip, were his confidants. There was not one great 
man in his reign ; but history has preserved the noble reply 
addressed to the king by the first president, John de Ia 
V aquerie. This magistrate, judging a royal edict to be con
trary to public good, presented himself before Louis XI., at 
the head of his body. "What do you want 1" ea.id the king. 
" The loss of our posts," answered La. V aquerie, " or even 
death, rather than betray our consciences." 

Printing, which was to change the face of the world, wu 
invented in Germany in this reign. This invention, of which 
seYeral countries dispute the honour, is generally attributed 
to John Guttemberg, of Mayence. Louis XI., at the request 
of two theologians, caused the first French printing-press to 
be established at the Sorbonne. He protected commerce, 
founded manufactures of valuable stuffs, respected the values 
of the coinage, and permitted nobles to trade without dero
gation; but although he lived without pomp, and, as re
garded his own person, exercised a sordid parsimony, he 
exhausted his kingdom by his bounties towards all those 
whom he wished to gain, to corrupt, or keep faithful. The 
taxes, which in the time of Charles VII. aaly amounted to 
1,800,000 livres, rose, under his succeSBor, to 4,700,000,-a 
prodigious sum for a time in which public credit did not 
exist, in which agriculture, commerce, and industry, the 
sources of public wealth, were still in their infancy. 

The able Philip de Comines, who lived for a long time ill 
intimacy with Louis XI., was the historian of his re~ His 
memoirs, written with el~ce and depth, lok tli@ljht, ad-
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mirably paint the policy of this king, which had so strong 
and durable an influence over that of all Europe. 

CHAPTER III. 

Reign of Charles VIII. 1488-1498. 

CHARLES VIIL, the eon and successor of Louis XI.~ 
ascended the throne at the age of thirteen years. He had 
two sisters, the elder of whom was married to the Sire de · 
Beaujeu. The shrewdness and some other of the charac
teristics of her father were observed in her ; he preferred her
to his other children, and had specially charged both her and 
her husband with the care of directing the new king. Jeanne, 
the younger, disgraced by nature, was married to the duke or 
Orleans. Charles had passed a part of his youth solitarily in 
the castle of Amboise, where long m.aJadies had deformed hi& 
body. Kept by his father in a state of profound ignorance; 
he was unable to fix his attention on anything. Incapable 
of application or discernment, and sensible of his own weak
ness, he lived for a long time in tutelage, although he was 
legally of age at the death of his father, having attained hi& 
fourteenth year. 

Anne de Beaujeu, taking advantage of the influence which 
a lengthened habit had given her over her brother, continued 
to be the guardian of his person, and, in conjunction with 
her husband, assumed the reins of power. Their authority 
was soon disputed by the dukes of Orleans and Bourbon, and 
the Count de Clermont, all three princes of the blood : the 
first, presumptive heir to the crown ; the second, elde!l' 
brother of the Sire de Beaujeu. They revoked, by their own 
authority, all the alienations of domains made by Louis XI., 
and, to put an end to dangerous rivalries, they called together 
the States-Genet-al at Tours. The deputies divided them
selves into six offices, under the name of the six nations of 
Franoo, Burgundy, Normandy, Aquitaine, Langue d'Oc, and 
I.e.ngue d'Oil, and showed themselves, in many respects, 
worthy of the States of 1365, under King John. They laid 
their hands upon all abuses, pointed out various necessary 
reforms, and invoked the ancient French constitution, which, 
however, was only written in men's hearts, and existed but 
by name. The order of the clergy demanded the li£fSJ\,~ of 
the Gallioan church, in spite of the wishe~9 ''or' 't e l>iSHopa ; 
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the nobility required all that could restore them their ancient 
military importance ; and the Third Estate, presenting a 
picture of the miseries of the people, conjured the king to 
take back the domains of tlte crown alienated by Louis XL, 
which sufficed for the royal expenses ; they supplicated that 
the taille should be abolished, affirming that the inhabitants 
of many of the districts of France had fied away into Brit
tany and England ; " others," said they, " have died with 
hunger ; others, in their despair, bave killed their wives and 
children, and then themselves : a. great number, whoee cattle 
have been taken from them, are obliged to harness them
selves and their children to the plough ; whilst others, to avoid 
the seizure of their oxen, only venture to cultivate their 
fields by night." After having made this energetic protest, 
and claimed the sovereignty, the States, upon being threat
ened by the princes, relaxed, and left; i~ to the wisdom ol 
the childish king to do justice to all their demands. They 
named the duke of Orleans president of the council, gave the 
second place to the duke of Bourbon, the constable, and the 
third to the Sire de Besujeu : they decided that the States 
alone had the right of taxing the people, ordered reductions 
in the army, and voted a taille of 1,200,000 livres for two 
years, declaring that at the expiration of that period they 
must be convoked again if it were necessary that that tax 
should be continued. They laid down these principles with
out taking any of the necei!Sary guarantees to secure their 
observance. Discussions soon degenerated into shameful 
quarrels upon the subject of the assessment of the tailk 
among the provinces. Profiting by these divisions and the 
lassitude of the deputies, the princes made the king promille 
everything, and hastened to dissolve the States : no promise 
was kept, none of their wishes were complied with. 

The duke of Orleans, a. young prince more occupied with 
his pleasures than with business, was soon driven by Anne, 
his sister-in-law, from the council of which the deputies had 
named him the president, and the kingdom was governed by 
a woman who had no title to power from the will of the late 
king, the wish of the States, or the laws of the kingdom. 
The wisdom and vigour with which this princess employed 
her authority made the people soon forget she had usurped 
it ; but a league was formed against her, compoeed of the 
princes of the blood and the great nobles : at their head were 
the. ~ukes of ()_rlea.ns and Bourbon, t~~ ,,l?P,~~ qf,~ge, 
Philip de CoiDJ.DeS, and the Count de DiiliOJB, 86"n of the 
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famous bastard of that name, and the most skilfnl negotiator 
of his age. 

Brittany was then a prey to anarchy. The old duke, 
Francis IL, almost imbecile, reigned only by name. He re
:po!!ed all his confidence in the son of a tailor, named Landa.is, 
whom he made his treasnrer and favourite. The Breton 
nobles, indignant at the cruelties of this upstart, formed a 
league against both him and their duke. Anne de Beaujeu, 
aeting always in the name of the king, entered into an 
alliance 'With them. She at the same time joined with 
Rene of Lorraine and the Flemings, who were in a state of 
revolt a,aainst their sovereign, Maximilian of Austria. The 
duke of Orleans, who was culpable, not for opposing the 
lllllrJl&Uon of his sister-in-law, but for calling foreigners into 
the kingdom, leagued himself with Francis II. and his 
m-.ourite, with Maximilian, and with Richard III., king of 
Eogland. Richard had become king by means of numerous 
crimes : the guantian of his nephews at the death of 
Edward IV., he began by disputing the legitimacy of their 
birth, and afterwards had them amothered. The dukes of 
Orleans and Brittany connected themselves with this monster, 
and, as the price of the succours he supplied them with, they 
undertook to deliTel' up to him Henry of Richmond, a prince 
of the royal race, and the representative of the Le.ncastrians, 
who had taken refuge on the continent. Anne de Beaujeu 
supported this prince, and ga.ve him some troops, with which 
he landed in England. The ba.ttle of Bosworth Field, in 
which Richard was killed, soon 881!Ul"ed the throne to his 
rift! : Henry of Richmond, grandson of Owen Tudor and 
Catherine of Valois, was ac1mowledged king of England in 
l-485. He married Elizabeth of York, and thus uniting in 
his own person the rights of the two families whose claims 
W disturbed the kingdom during so many years, the war of 
the roses, or of the houses of York and Lancaster, was 
terminated by his accession to the throne. Aboat the same 
time, the Breton nobles triumphed ; they seized Landais in 
the chamber of the king, who yielded him up to them with 
entreaties for mercy. But these were in vain ; La.ndais was 
condemned to death and executed ; and the weak Francis 
approved of the sentence. 

Anne de Beaujeu took s1rilful advantage of the succeas of 
her allies ; she brought the south under subjection, deprived 
the Count de Comminge of Guienne, and then marc~-lH[9~ 
army into Brittany. The rebela were ~~;cnut 
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Dunois revived their courage ; he addressed several princes, 
remote from each other, to whom he gave reason to hope 
that they should obtain the hand of the daughter of the duke 
of Brittany, heir to the duchy; and by this means, flattering 
them by turns, he seduced into his party Alain d' Albret, lord 
of Beam, Maximilian of Austria, recently elected king of the 
Romans, and the powerful Viscount de 1itohan. Neverthe
less, Anne made her brother hold a bed of justice in the 
Parliament of Paris, at which the leagued princes and the 
principal lords of their party were summoned to appear. 
They failed to do so, and in the month of the following May 
a sentence was pronounced, by which the Count de Dunois, 
Lescun, Count deComminge, Philip de Comines, the Sire d'Ar
genton, and several other nobles were condemned as guilty of 
~ : but no sentence was passed against the princes. 

Anne followed up her advantages. She confided the com
mand of the royal army to La Tremouille, who marched into 
'Brittany, and met the army of the princes near St. Aubin du. 
Cormier. The Marshal du Rieux, the Sire d'Albret, and 
Chateaubriand commanded it ; the duke of Orleans and the 
prince of Orange fought in the ranks. A battle ensued, 
which was won by La Tremouille, and prepared the union 
of Brittany with France. The duke of Orleans, the prince 
of Orange, and a great number of the nobles were made pri
soners. The conqueror invited them to his table, and when 
the repast was flbished, two Franciscan monks entered the 
hall. The guests were struck with stupor ; Tremouille rose, 
and said : " Prin<:ef, I 1-efer your judgment to the king, but 
as for you, knights, who have broken your faith and falsified 
your knightly oath, you shall pay for your crime with your 
heads. If you have any remorse upon your consciences, here 
are monks who will confess you." The hall resounded with 
lamentations, the knights supplicatingly embraced the knees 
of the princes, who, seized with terror, remained motionless. 
The prisoners were dragged into the courtyard and all put 
to death. The duke of Orleans and the prince of Orange 
were taken to France, where Aune kept them in close con
finement. The treaty of Sable, concluded the same year, 
suspended hostilities between France and Brittany. 

The constable duke of Bourbon was dead ; his brother, the 
Sire de Beaujeu, inherited his title and all his power. Anne, 
now become duchess of Bourbon, found herself, after the battle 
ot St. Aubin du Cormier, in possession of an .autho~ty which 
~d to be contested. This prince~9 ''~ 'loY'i~r~ng time 
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held in view the reunion of Brittany with the crown. No 
project could have been more useful to the kingdom, con
stantly put in peril by the independence of this great fiet: 
A few months after the signature of the treaty of Sable, the 
old duke Francis IL died. Cha.rles VIII. claimed the garde
Mble of his daughters, of whom Anne, the eldest, was scarcely 
twelve years of age, whilst princes and powerful nobles dis
puted the hand of this child. Several parties were formed 
in Brittany, whither the various pretenders called in the 
English and the Spaniards. The latter, sent by Ferdinand of 
Arragon and the celebrated Isabella of Castille, fought against 
the pretensions of the Sire d' Albret, which were supported by 
~e English. All were leagued against France, but all were 
weakened by anarchy. Such was the state of affairs in this 
duchy, when, in 1490, the young Anne of Brittany, to escape 
from her persecutors, consented to espouse Maximilian of 
Austria, king of the Romans. This prince was absent, and 
~e marriage was only performed by procuration. Deceived 
in his hopes, the Sire d' Albret betrayed the Bretons, and 
sold Charles Vll. the city of Nantes, of which be was 
governor. The king obtained fresh advantages, and soon 
after surprised Rennes, in which city the duchess was, and 
obtained posaeBSion of her person. Then was accomplished a 
fact, singular in the annals of history : Anne of Brittany and 
Charles VIII. were married, the first with Maximilian, the 
BeCOnd with Anne of Austria, aged elev!Sn years, daughter 
of this same Maximilian and Mary of Burgundy; but neither 
of ~ two marriages was consummated ; they were after
wards both annulled by the Church, and Cha.rles VIII., in 
1491, married Anne of Brittany, who ceded to him all her 
sovereign rights, engaging, if she became a widow, to marry 
none but the heir to the crown. The following year Charles 
promised solemnly to respect the privileges of the Bretons ; 
he swore he would impose no tax upon them without the 
consent of the States of the province ; that no Breton should 
be brought to judgment except before the judges of his 
conntry ; and that there should be no appeal from the Parlia
ment of Brittany, which was then called the great days, to 
the Parliament of Paris, but in case of denial of justice or 
false judgment. 

Charles, when twenty-two years of age, was the most 
powerful aovereign in Europe. In the preceding year he had 
~en off t~ yoke o~ his sister. The first ~~l?,f~~:gtk,o
my 'W88 placing at liberty the duke of Orleans, wl om sne 
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had held captive in the tower of Bo1lrgee, and whom he 
looded with proofs of tenderness and confidence. He 80011 

abandoned himself to his chivalric ideas, and his relations 
with foreign sovereigns favoured his adventurous projeca 
Maximilian of Austria, whose wife he had borne oft; and 
whose daughter he bad repudiated, had deferred his ven
geance, in order to destroy the army which, under the great 
Matthias Corvinus, defended the independence of Hungary 
against the Turks and the Germans. The following year, be 
made peace at Senlis with Charles, who restored his daughte 
Margaret to him, together with her dowry, consisting of the 
counties of Burgundy and Artois, which were then in the 
power of the Austrians. Henry VII., king of England, whom 
Charles had aided in the conquest of his kingdom, paid him 
with ingratitude, and having extorted large subsidies from 
his people, to make war against France, he laid siege to Bou
logne with an army. Charles obtained peace by acknow
ledging, by the treaty of Etaples, a debt of seven hundred 
and forty-five tbouaand gold crowns, payable to this avaricious 
monarch, who, according to the expression of the great Bacon, 
his historian, sold war to his people, and peace to his enemies. 
In hopes of executing his projects of foreign oonquest, Obarles, 
in the next place, restored, by the treaty of Barcelona, the 
counties of Roussillon and Cerdagne, so dearly purcha.aed by 
Louis XI., to Ferdinand of Arragon and Isabella of Castille, 
the conquerors of the Moors and of Granada. It is said tlaat 
some Franciscan monks, gained by th~ Spanish sovereigns, 
obtained this advantageous treaty of Charles, by persuading 
him that Louis XI., his father, would suffer in purgatory UJltil 
this ill-acquired territory should be restored. 

Charles VIIL, at peace with neighbouring states and with 
his own people, fancied himself in a condition t-o satisfy his 
passion for distant adventures and chivalric conquest& 
Brought up in ignorance of men and of business, posBeBSiDg 
no historical information, incapable of either calculation or 
foresight, be had fed his understanding with nothing but the 
reading of romances of chivalry, and bad practised no exercises 
but those of jousts and tournaments. His imagination, 
heated by the recital of the exploits of Charlemagne and the 
Norman knights, persuaded him that he was called upon to 
follow their example. His favourite dream was ot the con
quest of Constantinople; but he, at first, limited his ambition 
to that of Italy and Sicily. . . . Go le 

Italy had for a long time infiam~'''t"b; cupidity of the 
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French. The successive pretensions of the two houses of 
Anjou had ca:rried, since the age of St. Louis, swarms of 
French or Proven<&l adventurers into that fine country. 
Such as did not fall in their attempts, returned clothed in 
Ule brilliant armour fabricated in Lombardy, or in the sump
tuous stuffs of Florence. They boasted of the delights of a 
milder climate, of the exquisite wines of the south, of the 
wonders of industry, and of all the luxury and wealth that had 
tempted them. Rome, besides, the capital of the Christian 
world, attracted all hea.rls, md never did the kings of France 
loee sight of' Italy. Louis XI., among others, had sought 
to acquire rights in it ; it was at his instigation that old 
King Rene of .Anjou named Charles of Maine, his nephew, 
as his heir, to the prejudice of Ren4S II., duke of Lorraine, 
IIOil of his eldest daughter. Charles of Maine, acknowledged 
110vereign of Provence, on taking the title of king of Sicily, in 
his turn named Louis XI. his universal heir : this testament 
wu 'the only title upon which Charles VIII. grounded his 
pretensions w the crown of Naples and Sicily, then poesesaed 
by Ferdinand of Arragon, son of .Alphonso the Magnificent. 

There was always in the kingdom of Naples a party 
mvourable to the bouse of Anjou, which was named the 
.A~ party. It was increased by the greater part of the 
barons, who were disgusted with the atrocious tyranny of 
Ferdinand. They uselessly called ReM of Lorraine into the 
kingdom; and, failing of him, they addreeeed themselves to 
Charles VIII., and offered him the crown. But this prince 
llad still another hope in Italy. Louis the Moor, son of the 
great Francesco Sforza, was all-powerful at Milan. In 14 79, 
he had obtained posseBBion of the regency of that duchy, 
supplanting in power Bonne of Savoy, the sister-in-law of 
Louis XL, and the mother of the young duke, John Galeas, 
who W&B brutified by indulgence, and incapable of reigning 
himlelf. Louis the Moor, uncle of John Galeas, left him the 
title and pomp of sovereign power, but held all authority in 
his own hands. Deeply afH.icted at the divisions of Italy, 
J.e cherished a dream of uniting it into a single body, and 
his genius provoked the jealous hatred of all the sovereigns 
of that country .Menaced by the Venetians, and mistrustful 
of the new pope, .Alexander VI., who was always ready to 
aell himself to the highest bidder, he believed that he stood 
in need of the French to maintain his power, and called 
them into Lombardy. After that summg~&d9,~d:{f(_si
tued DO longer : encouraged by his two mvourites, Ctii'aiDaJ. 
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Bri~nnet, bishop of St. Malo, and De V esc, senechal of 
Beaucaire, and vainly opposed by Anne of Bourbon and her 
husband, he resolved to set out. He already thought, at\er 
having conquered Italy, of making the pope deliver up to 
him the sultan Zizim, whom his brother Bajazet II., empe
ror of the Turks, had driven from the throne; and he 
intended, with the support of his name, to march to Con
stantinople. About this time, Ferdinand of Arragon died, 
leaving two sons, Alphonso II., who succeeded him, already 
celebrated in the wars against the Turks, and Frederick, to 
whom his brother confided the command of his fleet. 

In the month of August of the year 1494, the French 
army moved towards the Alps : it was composed of three 
thousand six hundred men-at-arms, twelve thousand archers 
.or arbaletriers, eight thousand Gascon infantry, armed with 
arquebuses, and eight thousand Swiss and Germans, forming 
in all thirt,-two thousand men, accompanied by a formidable 
artillery, deemed the best in Europe. Italy was all in com~ 
motion at their approach : Venice and the neighbouring 
states took the alarm, and were hostile to them .; Milan and 
Genoa alone were favourable. 

On arriving in the first of these cities, the king had an 
interview in the citadel with the duke, John Galeas, who, 
almost deprived of sense, and exhausted by debaucheries, 
languished under the attack of a disease, which it is possible 
poison might have caused, and which, a short time after, 
carried him to the tomb. Louis the Moor immediately 
assumed the title of duke of Milan. The French army con
tinued its march across Lombardy, and arrived upon the 
territories of Florence, where some places which attempted 
to stop them were taken. The Swiss committed horrible 
barbarities, massacring all their prisoners, whether inhabit
ants or soldiers. Terror preceded the army. Alarmed by 
the account of these atrocities, Peter de Medici, son of 
Lorenzo the Magnificent, and head of the Florentine repub
lic, delivered up several cities and strong castles to the 
French ; the indignant people rose up against him : this 
impotent and presumptuous young man fled to Venice for 
refuge, and the Florentines believed themselves free. They 
welcomed the French with acclamations, as liberators : Pis& 
and Florence opened their gates, and Charles, admitted as an 
ally into these cities, entered them as a conqueror. A. 
stranger to t1ie revolution that had been eft"~ &r_c!~d him, 
.and ignorant of the motives of the W&.hJl b'*elacs'r&leof this 
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people, he spoke as a mastel' to their deputies, and in reply 
to their friendly harangues, told them that he had not y.et 
determined whether he should give them as governors the · 
Medici or some French councillors. The indignation of the 
Florentines was at its height. "Jj it be thm," said Peter 
Caponi, head of the deputation, " sound your trumpets, and 
* wiU ring our bellA." The people fiew to arms, the houses 
and the vast palaces of Florence were quickly filled with 
soldiers : Charles VIII. became conscious of his danger, and 
renounced his pretensions ; he recalled Caponi, obtained a 
sabsidy in aid of his enterprise, and promised to restore, at 
the end of the war, the fortresses given up by Medici. Fer
diDand, son of Alphonso II., charged by his father with the 
task of checking the French, was neither supported by the 
pope nor the Florentines. Too weak to contend alone, he 
Jetreated before his enemy, and Charles VIII. entered the 
pontifica.l city without drawing a sword. Alphonso, whose 
armies melted away without fighting, was reduced to despair, 
and, abandoning his people and his crown, he thought only 
of his treasures and his conscience. The minister of the 
cruelties of his father, he fancied he beheld the shades of his 
victima rise up before him, and recognised the hand of God 
in his disasters. A prey to superstitious terror, he abdicated 
in fa.vour of his son Ferdinand ; then he embarked with his 
riches and sailed for Mazara, in Sicily. There he shut him
aelf up in the house of the Olivetan monks, passing his days 
in fasting and prayer, and died within the year. Ferdi.., 
nand II. found his army a prey to terror. A sedition broke 
out at Naples, and he hastened to quell it, leaving his troops 
under the command of the Milanese Trivulzio, who batrayed 
him, and sold his army to Charles VIII. Ferdinand only 
returned to witness this infamous treachery ; he went back 
to Naples, which shut its gates against him, and he then 
embarked with his family for the isle of Ischia. Charles VIII. 
anived before Nl'ples, of which he confirmed all the privi
leges; he made a triumphal entry into the city, and the 
continento.l part of the kingdom of Sicily was conquered. 

The French warriors, intoxicated with their glory, only 
\bought of enriching themselves promptly : their captains 
demanded of the king the highest dignities and the most 
important fiefs of the kingdom, and Charles refused nothing; 
he was neither acquainted with the names of the Angevin 
barons to whom he owed his gratitude, nor with those ~t't A.._........, • o_q1t -.ed oy '-.:1\:1 11 
-u"'5vnese barons, whom 1t was of so mucn Wlportari 
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him to conciliate; he offended them all, and there was scarcely 
a gentleman whom he did not throw into the party of the 
malcontents, by a denial of "justice or some imprudent insult. 
In the mean time the storm began to growl behind him : 
the powers of Europe became a.larmed at his rapid BUCCeSS : 

Spain, Maximilian, Venice, and the pope, formed a secret 
league against him, and the soul of this lea,<YUe was his 
ancient ally, Louis the Moor. The conduct of the French 
towards him had been as insolent as imprudent : forgetting 
his services, and the need they still had of him, they re
proached him openly with the death of John Galeas, refused 
to recognise his title, and the duke of Orleans, upon the 
strength of the rights he held from the Visconti, insti
tuted himself duke of Milan. Louis the Moor only waited 
for the proper moment for vengeance, and this moment soon 
presented itsel£ · Philip de Comines, ambassador from the 
king to Venice, informed of the projects of this formidable 
league, hastened to send intelligence of it to the king, who 
was slumbering over his triumph, amidst the most frivolous 
and senseless occupations. Charles immediately ordered a 
retreat, and rejecting the offer made to him by Ferdinand to 
hold the crown of Naples of him in fief, he named his rel&
tion, Gilbert de Montpensier, viceroy of the kingdom, and 
confided a part of the army to his command. 

The duke of Orleans, whom Charles had left at Asti, to 
keep up the communication with his kingdom, compromised 
the retreat of the French by his imprudence. Impatient to 
seize the ducal crown of Milan, he attacked Louis the Moor, 
who surrounded him and blockaded him in Novara, of which 
city Orleans had taken possession. All Lombardy was 
roused ; the Venetian army arrived and formed a ~ction 
with the Milanese ; Francis de Gonzaga, marquis of tua, 
commanded their united forces. The French army, very 
inferior in numbers, met them near Fornovo. It was 
attacked at the passage of the Taro, but gained a complete 
victory. This battle of Fornovo, in which a great num
ber of Italians lost their lives, secured the retreat of 
Charles VIII. The king, by the treaty of V erceil, made 
peace with Louis the Moor, whom he acknowledged duke of 
Milan : he restored Novara to him, and that prince in return 
admitted that he held Genoa in fief of the crown of France. 
Whilst Charles was returning to his dominions, Ferdinand 
and Gonza.lvo de Cordova, the conqu~r "?(-:~~ and 
the greatest captain of his age, attacli'e'a We F're~ left in 
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ihe kingdom of Naples. The viceroy, Gilbert de Montpen
sier, was constrained to evacuate the capital ; he allowed 
himself to be shut up in Atella, and, compelled to capitulate, 
he, with five thousand soldiers, laid down his anna, and 
engaged to leave the kingdom, after having restored all the 
places with the exception of Gaeta, Tarento, and V enosa. 
An epidemic raged among his troops ; he was himself 
attacked by it, and he died at Pozzuolo : scarcely five hun
dred eoldiers survived him. Charles VIII. received the 
news of these disasters at Lyons and at Tours, amidst licen
tious festivities ; in vain. he was anxious to preserve his 
conquests : Naples and Sicily were loet for France. The 
king was planning a second expedition, when in 1498 he was 
atro.ck with apoplexy in consequence of a violent shook : he 
died in his castle of Am boise, at the age of twenty-eight years. 

One of the most remarkable features of his character was 
:his exb'eme good nature. " The most humane and mild 
speech of man that ever was," writes Comines, " was his ; for 
never did he say to any man a thing that might displeue 
him." His iDcapacity 'WB8 generally known, and his military 
~nccesaes, in the eyes of his con~mporaries, were looked 
upon as prodigies. His mildness and good-nature were ap
preciated. France was grateful to him for what he was 
villing to have done for her, and gave tears to his memory. 
In the sp&OO of two years, he lost three eons of a tender age. 
The duke of Orleans, grandson of the brother of Charles VI., 
was his nearest relation. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Reign of Louie XII. 1498-1515. 

THE duke of Orleans was thirty-six years old when, under 
the name of Louis XII., he ascended the throne. He im
mediately 888tlmed the title of king of France, of Jerusalem, 
of the Two Sicilies, and of duke of Milan, in order that ...., 
neither Europe nor his subjects should have a doubt with 
respect to his pretensions regarding Italy. He treated La 
Tremooille and his ancient enemies with kindness, saying 
that the king of France forgot injuries done to the duke of 
Orleans, and gave his entire confidence to George d'Amboise, 
arehbishop of Rouen, and afterwards cardiual, an honest 
1rell-in~tioned man, but whose understanding:& H~ot 
eq11111 to his zeal. The first acts of Loufaq''~II:"'were ~ise 

Q 2 



228 GRAND COUNCIL. [A.D. 1498. 

and useful He lessened the taxes, re-established order in 
the finances and the administration, and confirmed an 
ordinance which the chancellor, Guy de Roquefort, baA in
duced Charles VIII. to sign, for the creation of a sovereign 
court or great council This court, composed of the chan
cellor, twenty-eight ecclesiastical or lay councillors, and of 
the masters of requests of the hotel, was destined, said the 
king, to support his right and prerogatives. It strengthened 
and regulated the royal authority, and deservedly procured 
Louis XIL the gratitude of his people, by the wise reforms 
it introduced into the legislature : it restrained the abused 
privileges of the university, by which the jurisdiction of the 
tribunals and the collection of the taxes were constantly 
impeded. The four faculties assembled upon this .mbject, 
and pronounced, as usual, a cessation of studies and preach
ing& The king and his ministers reprimanded their deputies 
severely : the contest lasted eight months, after which the 
university submitted, and ceased to have recourse to this 
scs.ndalous expedient. 

Queen Anne retired into Brittany immediately after the 
death of her husband Charles VIIL, and hastened to per
form an act of sovereignty by stamping a coinage and 
publishing edicts. Her duchy was about to escape from 
France, unless she espoused the king, and Louis resolved to 
accomplish this marriage. He was married to Joan, a 
daughter of Louis XI., and although there existed no legal 
motive for a divorce, he solicited of Pope Alexander VL 
the rupture of his first eugagement, and rendered him 
favourable, by promising the duchy of V alentinohl to Clesal' 
Borgia, his son. Joan, who lived separated from her 
husband, entirely given up to exercises of piety, oppoeed, 
from conscientious motives, an unexpected resistance to a 
project which appeared a guilty one, and the ecandal of a 
disgraceful trial became public. All the motives alleged by 
the king were either false or illusory ; nevertheless the judges 
pronounced the divorce, and the dispensations for a fresh mar
riage were brought to Louis by Cresar Borgia, who at the same 
time was the bearer of a cardinal's hat to George d'Amboise. 
Louis XIL immediately espoused Anne of Brittany, and the 
contract proved that he had acted more in the interest of 
his own greatness than in that of France ; for the duchy was 
not irrevocably united to the crown, but was declared trsna
missible ~ the second child o~ the queen, o ,.in default of a 
second child, to her nearest beJr. o,g,;zedby oogle 
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Immediately after this union, Louis attempted to establish 
his claims upon Milan, which he could only invoke in quality 
of grandson of Valentine Visconti The duchy of Milan was 
an imperial male fief; the rights put forth by Louis were 
therefore null : they were supported by a powertul army 
which, with the assistance of the Venetians and the popo 
subdued the Milanese in twenty days. Louis Sforza, or the 
Moor, abandoned by all, took refuge with his son-in-law, the 
emperor Maximilian. The government of the French was 
oppressive at Milan; a revolt soon broke out ; Louis Sforza re
turned with imposing forces, and La Tremouille passed over 
into Italy with a fresh army. Louis the Moor was defending 
Novara with numerous troops, when La Tremouille appeared 
before that place. Swiss fought in both armies, and consti
tuted the principal strength of the Moor ; they betrayed 
him, capitulated shamefully in spite of him, and delivered 
him up to the French. Louis XIL abused greatly the rights 
of a conqueror towards his prisoner ; he confined him in a 
close captivity in the tower of Loche to the hour of his 
death, a period of ten years. Master of the Milanese, he 
assisted the pope and Cresar Borgia in subduing Romagna : 
then he concluded with Ferdinand the Catholic, king of 
Arragon, in 1500, the secret treaty of Granada, by which he 
shared with him the kingdom of Naples, of which he named 
u viceroy the young Louis of Armaguac, duke de Nemours. 

Frederick was then reigning at Naples; upon being 
threatened by the French armies, he solicited the support of 
that same Ferdinand who had so recently plundered him, 
but who sent to his aid the celebrated Gonzalvo de Cordova : 
the latter promptly introduced the Spaniards into the 
principal fortresses, and then he announced to the unfor
tunate Frederick, unworthily betrayed, the secret treaty 
of partition. War between the spoliators was the only 
result of this odious conquest. The French and Spaniards 
quarrelled about the revenues of the kingdom, and when 
Gonzalvo believed himself in force, hostilities commenced. 
He gained two consecutive victories, the one over D'Aubigny, 
at Seminara, the other over NemourS, at Cerignola, where 
the young viceroy lost his life. Louis XII. got together 
three fresh armies, two of which marched against Spain ; tbe 
third was advancing towards Naples, when all at once the 
death of the pope, Alexander VI., threw Italy into confusion ; 
Cresar . Borgia. fell dangerous!-y sick : both ~ .. ,A~ ~ said, 
drunk by DW!take of a po1son thef'9hlia'' tre'Stut~ for a 
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ea.rdinal invited to their table. The sickness of Oesar 
Borgia, at the moment of the death of his father, annihi
lated his power, and deprived him of the fruits of all his 
infamous intrigues. Louis XII. lost in the person of Alex
ander VI. his most powerful ally in Italy, where the warlike 
and irascible Julius II., the successor of that pontiff; soon 
<:reated for him new perils and insurmountable obstacles. 
The French army, comma.nded by the marquis of Mantua, 
was for a long time held in check by Gonmlvo, on the banks 
()f the Garillan, and when attacked by this great captain, 
was quicldy put to fiight. Gaeta opened its gates to the 
Spaniards, and the French were everywhere repulsed, in spite 
()f the exploita of La. Palisse, D'Aubigny, Louis d'Ars, 
D'Aligre, and the heroic valour of the Chevalier Bayard, the 
most celebra.ted of these illustrious soldiers. The kingdom 
()f Naples was for a second time lost for France. 

Whilst France experienced such great reverses abroad, & 

much greater danger threatened her at home. Queen Anne, 
a haughty, ambitious princess, entirely occupied with the 
interests of her own family, took very little concern in the 
greatness or prosperity of the kingdom. She was desirous 
that her daughter Claude should obtain a husband who might 
look forward to the sceptre of universal monarchy, and she 
destined her for young Charles of Luxembourg, afterwards 
the celebrated Charles V. 

This prince, son of the Archduke Philip, sov~reign of the 
Netherlands, inherited Spain from his mother, and Louis 
XII., by the secret treaty of Blois, ceded to him, as the 
dowry of the Princess Claude, Brittany, the pa.rt of the heri
tage of the dukes of Burgundy reunited to France, and all his 
rights in the Milanese and the kingdom of Naples. The 
king llgned this shameful treaty, which must be considered 
treachery towards France, if Louis, when signing it, had had 
the use of his reason ; but he was then dangerously ill, his 
end was deemed near, and the queen, thinking only of her 
own interests, immediately prepared everything for her 
retreat into Brittany. She had already embarked with her 
treasures, when the marshal de Gi6, governor of Angers, 
and superintendent of the education of the young Francis 
d'Angoul&ne, prevented this fiight, which threatened so 
seriously the integrity of the kingdom. He ordered the 
vessels laden with the queen's wealth to be seized, and signi
fied to her he would arrest her if she attempted to denart;. 
Louis XII. recovered, and the marshal, d.raggedv fotOti~ 'Set 
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of firmness before the Parliament of Toulouse, was punished 
by the 1088 of all his employments. 

Feudalism was expiring ; nevertheless, such was still the 
respect for its customs, that in the year 1505, Louis XII. 
-did homage to the emperor Maximilian for the duchy of 
Milan, and took an oath of obedience to him. The following 
year he received from the States-General, assembled at Tours, 
the surname of Fatkr of hi8 people, and was supplicated by 
them to marry his daughter Claude to Francis, count d'An
goul@me, the presumptive heir to the crown. This demand 
aooorded with the secret wish of the king, who, reproaching 
himself with the injurious treaty of Blois, had already availed 
himself of an opportunity for breaking it. He granted the 
prayer of the States, and the betrothment of the Princel!S Claude 
and Francis d'Angoul@me was immediately celebrated. 

Notwithstanding so many reverses, the eyes of Louis XII. 
were always turned towards Italy. Genoa was then in the 
power of the F1:ench, who, bringing into that republic all the 
prejudices of the feudal nobility, were indignant at seeing 
burgesses there exercising power conjointly with nobles. The 
latter, supported by the French government, insulted the 
people, and walked about armed with poniards, upon which 
an insolent device was engraved. The people revolted, took 
a dyer for doge, and drove out the French. Louis XII. swore 
to be revenged for this, and soon appeared under the walls of 
Genoa with a brilliant army. He enttored the conquered 
city sword in hand, hung the doge, with seventy-nine of the 
principal citizens, and pardoned the rest upon their paying a 
tax of three hundred thousand florins, a sum sufficient to ruin 
the republic. 

Venice served as a bulwark to France against Germany, 
and had proved itself a faithful ally in the campaign of Italy. 
The king ought to have conciliated this state, as well from 
policy as gratitude ; but the hatred which animated the sove
reigns of Europe against republics, stifled every other senti
ment in the heart of Louis XII. ; he excited, without either 
provocation or motive, the emperor Maximilian, the pope, 
and the king of Armgon against the Venetians ; the cardinal 
d'Amboise was the soul of this league, known by the name 
of the League of Cambrai, the city in which the treaty of 
alliance was signed between these sovereigns and Louis XII. 
The French marched immediately against Venice, and gained 
the victory of .Agnadel. The king, putting in practice the 
<ldious principles of the Florentine 1\ljl,chia;vei,cs.u~ed his 
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enemies by terror, and treated the conquered with pitile~~~ 
cruelty. The Venetian state was quickly conquered up to· 
its laglmes ; but the aim of Pope Julius IL was to render 
the pontifical state dominant in Italy, to free the Peninsula 
from a foreign yoke, and establish the Swiss as guardians of 
its liberties. He had only entered with regret into the 
League of Cambrai, in order to subdue some places of 
Romagna, and from jealousy for the Venetian power. He 
knew, however, that without the aid of the Venetians he conld 
not hope to deliver Italy from her most dangerous enemies; 
he made advances to them after their reverses, and, detaching 
himself from the League of Cambrai, formed another, which 
he named t/18 Holy, with the Venetians, the Swiss, and 
Ferdinand the Catholic. They all attacked the French to
gether ; but the latter still obtained brilliant advan~ 
under the young and impetuous Gaston de Foix, duke of 
Nemours, nephew of the king, who gained three victories in 
three months. The glorious battle of Ravenna, in which this 
conquering prince met with his death, was the termina~on 
of the suceeBSeS of Louis XII. in Italy. 

A council held at Pisa by some schismatic cardinals, par
tisans of the king of France and the emperor, suspended the 
authority of the pope. Louis XIL, notwithstanding the 
whispers of his conscience and the profound discredit into 
which this council fell, published its declaration in France, in 
the hope of constraining the pope to sue for peace. The in· 
:ftexible Julius II. replied to this bold act of the king by 
signing the holy league, and convoking the Council of the 
Lateran, in which eighty-three bishops from all parts of 
Christendom recognised him head of the Church. New 
disnsters for France marked the course of this year : Genoa 
revolted, and Ferdinand the Catholic conquered Navarre. 
Julius II., however, did not long enjoy the disgraces of Louis, 
he died in llH3, and the cardinal de Medici, an enemy of 
France, succeeded him under the name of Leo X. Taught 
by experience, Louis XIL at length conciliated Venice, and 
allied himself to that republic by the treaty of Orthez. The 
emperor Maximilian, Henty VIIL of England, Ferdinand 
the Catholic, and the pope, formed the coalition called the 
League of Malinu against him. La Tremouille led a French 
army into Lombardy, which was defeated by the Swiss at 
Novo.ra: it recrossed the Alps, abandoning the Venetians to 
their own resources, and Italy was lost beyond redemption. 

The English army gained in Artois ~!l,"~tY«tPJ;~}Pnegate; 
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known in history as the Battle o/ the SpwrB, on account of the 
complete rout of the French gendarmerie. The most illustri
ous captains, and among others La. Palisse, BUSily d'Amboise, 
and the Chevalier Bayard, were made prisoners. Pressed at 
the same time by the Swiss, who besieged Dijon, by the 
Spaniards, and by the English ; deprived of his only ally by 
the death of James IV., king of Scotland, killed at the battle 
of Flodden Field, and to.nnented by his conscience, Louis XII. 
renounced the schism, abandoned the Council of Pisa, which 
was transferred to Lyons, and in 1614 signed a truce at Orleans. 
with all the inimical powers. 

The expenses and misfortunes of so many wars had obliged 
the king to augment the taxes, to ask for gratuitous grants, 
and to alienate his domains. Queen Anne was no more, and 
in order to confirm the peace with England, Louis demanded 
and obtained the hand of Mary, sister of Henry VIII., en
gaging to pay, duriDg ten years, an annual sum of a hundred 
thousand crowns to the English monarch. This marriage
was fatal to Louis XII. ; he died of exhaustion, on the let 
of January, llH5, a few months after ita celebration. Many 
happy sayings and acta of courage are cited of this prince : at 
the battle of Agnadel, as the Venetian artillery was directed 
to the post he occupied, it was represented to him that he 
exposed himself too much : "Not at all, not at all," said he; 
" I am not afraid ; if any one is, let him get behind me." 
Louis XII. loved his people, and supported, without prodi
gality, the dignity of the crown. He was economical, his 
court even accused him of. being avaricious, and caused him 
to be represented as such upon the stage. He learnt this 
without anger : " I prefer," said he, " seeing my courtiers.. 
laugh at my avarice to seeing my people weep at my ex
penses." He had recourse to a dangerous experiment, the
sale of public employments, in order to augment his revenues 
without oppressing his people : nevertheless, he did not ex
tend this practice to judicial offices. The importance of the 
Parliament of Paris, already diminished in the preceding
reigns by the creation of the parliaments of Toulouse, 
Grenoble, Bordeaux, and Dijon, was still further weakened 
under Louis XIL by that of the parliaments of Rouen and 
AiL The wise regulations of this king for the administra
tion of justice and the finances rendered him worthy of the 
great name of Fatkt:r of the people, which the States of Tours 
bestowed upon him ; but if, in his relations'!\~ his 'fbjects, 
the policy of Louis XIL is in general OWo'i'ithy-'bf'CP~, we 
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cannot, by any means, speak 80 highly of his foreign policy 
and his relations with foreign powers. The example and the 
principles of Louis XI. had created a school in Europe, and 
diplomacy was born before the science of the rights ofnatious 
was either known or respected. Peoples bdieved they had 
no moral duty to perform towards each other, and thought 
that personal interest and succeas justified fraud, treachery, 
and the most atrocious violences. The celebrated Florentine 
Machiavel made a science of this frightful policy, the most 
famous disciples of which were Ferdinand the Catholic, 
.Alexander VI., and the execrable Cresar Borgia, Machiavel's 
hero. Louis XIL rivalled them in violence and perfidy, purchas
ing, betraying, and sacrificing peoples without scruple, according 
to the interest of the moment. He only gathered, as did most 
of these sovereigns, very bitter fruits from 80 many disgraceful 
actions. Europe and its kings were doomed to sufler long 
and numerous calamities before they became sensible that 
nations are bound together, as men are, by ll&Cl'ed obligations, 
and that morality alone is able, by uniting itself closely with 
policy, to guarantee to them either peace or security. 

During tbe century that had passed away, the world had 
assumed a new face. Great wars had weakened the aris
tocracy, rallied the peoples around their sovereigns, and given 
a prodigious development to the feeliDg of national inde
pendence. The three great nations, Spain, England, and 
France, had established themselves, and all authority had 
passed into the hands of the kings. The military republic 
of the Swiss was elevated for a. moment by the fall of the 
house of Burgundy, but the republican states of the north 
and the south were eclipsed. The Hanseatic league, com
posed of eighty cities, and which occupied all the northern 
shores of Germany, had lost its oommercial preponderance ; 
it had passed to the rival cities of the Lower Rhine and Hol
land, now become subjects of .Austria, of which Frederick III. 
and Maximilian founded the future power. Venice was 
humiliated ; Florence and Genoa were weakened. .Amidst 
this fusion of all political powers into a single one, under this 
triumph of the monarchical principle in Europe, was brooding 
the germ of the greatest revolution that had ever shaken the 
Christian world. This event was the emancipation ofhum11o11 
thought, of which till that time spiritual power had restrained 
the flight. 

The Catholic Church was the only authority that had sur
vived the fall of the Roman empire; it aloneJ ,,ha.d &t!n.~~irl"e 
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to awe the barbarians by means of its outward pomps, and 
struggle effectually against the frightful anarchy of that 
~poch, by principles of order and Christian virtue, and by 
the merit of a great portion of the members of its clergy ; 
it alone had preserved a power of social organization amidst 
universal confusion, and founded the governments of the 
middle ages by attributing to itself an all-powerful authority 
m'er human reason, at a time in which reason was blind, and 
in which men recognised no other right amongst each other 
but that of brute foroe. It was thus the Church of Rome 
performed a double mission, which was to constitute modern 
80Ciety upon a Christian basis, and to give it the bond of a 
common faith, strong enough to enable Europe to repel the 
:flood of the Mussulman invasion, which had destroyed Chris
tianity in .Asia. When this double aim was attained, and 
the Church had directed the reaction of the crusades, a thou
sand c&UIIe8 daily undermined its authority, whilst a rival 
authority wu growing up beside it. The theological disputes 
raised by the great schism of the West, provoked among the 
faithful the progress of the spirit of examination : already 
the clergy were no longer respected as the only dispensers 
~f intelligence ; the fall of Constantinople had dispersed the 
writings of antiquity throughout Europe ; the expeditions 
m Italy, so unfortunate in a political point of view, initiated 
the French nation with a more advanced civiliza.tion, with a 
knowledge of the master-pieces of Raphael and Michael 
Angelo, and with the treasures of a literature created by 
Eoccacio, Dante, and Petrarch, and which Machiavel and 
.A.riosto had recently enriched ; the admiration excited by 
ancient literature and by that of Italy, inspired a taste for 
philological studies ; and printing, newly invented, power
fully seconded the labours of investigation, of research and 
~xamination, and spread, with unheard-of rapidity, all new 
<~pinions. At this period, and almost without interruption, 
the throne of Rome was occupied by a line of popes whose 
minds were most opposite to the spirit of Christianity. 
Aft.er the lascivious Alexander VI. appeared Julius II., a 
warlike pope, whose ambitious pride caused rivers of blood 
to flow: the magnificent and frivolous Leo X. followed, and 
carried the scandals of the Church to the highest pitch. In 
the mean time bold reformers, Wickliffe in England, John 
Russ and Jerome of Prague, in Germany, had eloquently 
revived some of the doctrines of the Albig.eois, and the 
horror excited by the funeral pile of J'dhD.6'H~lWI pre-
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pared the way for fresh reformers, when the odious traffic in 
indulgences commenced. The construction of magnificent 
monuments by Leo X., particularly the church of St. Peter 
at Rome, required immense sums : the pope sold his pardons 
to the fd.ithful ; monks by his orders perambulated Europe, 
and trafficked in indulgences even in the lowest taverns and 
pJaces of debauchery. Luther then appeared. This famous 
man, a monk of the order of the Augustins, thundered 
against the guilty commerce of the pontifical court, and 
attempted, at once, t.be reformation of the Church, which 
caused the name of Reformation to be given to the revolution 
he effected. It required nearly two centuries to accomplish 
it, and its origin dates from the period at which great feudal
ism expired in France, and in which the monarchical power 
attained the highest degree of its strength in the great states 
constituted in the fifteenth century. 

This epoch is that of the greatest enterprises and the moat 
celebrated inventions. The Genoese Christopher Columbus 
discovered America in 1492, and gave a new world to Spain; 
soon after, in 1497, the Portuguese Vasco de Gama found 
the route to India by doubling the Cape of Good Hope. 
Maritime commerce left the Mediterranean to cover the 
ocean with its fleets : a fresh system of military tactics was 
created : the use of gunpowder becoming generally spread, 
completed the depriving of the aristocracy of superiority of 
strength ; diplomacy had its birth : sovereigns began to 
comprehend that it was necessary mutually to balance their 
influence, in order to prevent the most powerful from aggran
dizing themselves at the expense of the moat weak ; and 
printing was about to give a new life to men, by establishing 
amongst them intellectual and indestructible bonds. All 
the forces created by these great discoveries of the fifteenth 
century were about to be tried and to develop themselves 
conjointly with the religions reformation, in the sixteenth ; 
everything e;anounced that this would be an age of move
ment, struggle, and progress. 
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Reign of Francis I. to the signing of the treaty of Madrid. 1515-1526. 

UNDER Francis L all was silent a.round the throne; the 
States-General were no more convoked, parliaments pro-. 
claimed the doctrines of absolute power ; the submissive 
clergy covered themselves with the protection of the sceptre, 
and the expiring genius of old armed feudalism was reduced 
to impotence by the irrevocable union of Brittany with the 
crown. 

This prince, twenty years of age at his accession, was the 
son of Louisa of Savoy and of Charles of Angout~me, cousin
german of Louis XII. Brought up by his mother, a greedy, 
frivolous woman, with very little chastity of morals, he was, 
from his infancy, absolute master of all his actions. Ro
mances of chivalry were his only study, and he wished, like 
Charles VIII., to tread in the steps of Rolando and Amadis. 
He drew from the same books his notions of the prerogatives 
of the crown : he pretended that every order which issued 
~m his mout~ was a de~ee of d~!"•o~Rli\ hC@lJol!~~ con
celve that parliaments, pnnces, a nobility, or States-General, 
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had any right to restrain his authority. Nevertheless, not
withstanding his absolute character, he abandoned himself 
without reserve to his mother, Louisa of Savoy, and to the 
chancellor Antoine Duprat, a venal and corrupted man : 
these two governed France for a long time in his reign. 

Scarcely had Francis I. grasped the sceptre, when, after 
the example of Louis XII., he turned his eyes towards Italy: 
he was desirous of conquering Milan, and collected a for
midable army, in which appeared the most renowned of the 
French warriors. In this brilliant rank were the constable 
Charles de Montpensier, duke of Bourbon, Marshal de Cha.
banne, J. J. Trivulzio, La Tremouille and his son Talmont, 
Imbercourt, Teligny, Lautrec, Bussy d'Amboise, and Bayard, 
the knight -without fear and without reproach. 

Francis I., when on the point of setting out, named his 
mother regent of France : then he took the command of his 
army, composed of two thousand five hnndred men-at-arms, 
ten thousand Gascons, and twenty-two thousand German 
lansquenets. This army crossed the Alps with incredible 
fatigue, by a road that no other army had attempted before 
it, and on its descent from the mountains, Chabanne and 
Bayard, as a first exploit, surprised Prosper Colonna, the 
general of Maximilian Sforza, duke of Milan, at table, and 
bore him off a prisoner. This important capture threw dis
order and discouragement among the enemy ; but twenty 
thousand Swiss poured down from their monntains, and 
fought with the king the terrible battle of Marignan. Their 
only weapons were pikes, eighteen feet long, and heavy two
handed swords ; they rushed in close columns upon the 
artillery, in spite of the ravages it made in their ranks, and 
sustained, without being broken, several charges of the 
French gendarmerie. They separated Francis I., who fought 
like a hero, from his troops, and broke the different bodiea 
of the army. The French rallied during .the night, and the 
contest was renewed with fury. The Swiss suddenly heard 
the war-cry of the V enetians-MMCO I MMco I and believing 
that these allies of the French were come to their 8SIIistallce, 
retreated in good order. This bloody day cost the lives of 
six thousand French and twelve thousand Swiss ; the wreck 
of the conquered army abandoned Italy. The day after the 
battle, Francis I. received the order of knighthood from the 
hand of Bayard, who had most distinguished himself among 
all those valiant captains at Marignan. The ~~d ~!!'iL.uest; 
of the duchy of Milan was the result of thi.S'deciAi~~ry. 
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To secure possession of it, the king concluded an alliance 
with the Swiss, which fur a long time placed the weakest 
frontier of the kingdom in safety. He treated at the same 
time with Pope Leo X., engaging to maintain the authority 
of Lorenzo and Julian de Medici, near relations of the 
pontift; in Florence, and to abolish the pragmatic sanction, 
which founded the liberties of the Ga.llican (;burch upon the 
decrees of the Council of Bale. Charles VII. had made 
these decrees a law of the state, and though abandoned by 
Louis XI., they were always acknowledged by the Parliament 
and University of Paris. The court of Rome bad constantly 
protested against them, and they were definitively suppressed 
by the concordat which Leo X. and Francis I. signed in 1516. 
This celebrated treaty admitted the superiority of popes over 
councils, and restored to the pontifical court the immense reve
nues of the annates.* It deprived chapters of the nomination 
to prelatures, and transferred it to the Iring, resen-ing the 
third of the vacant benefices to the graduates of the French 
universities ; it likewiae set bounds to excommunications, and 
interdicted appeals to the court of Rome. This concordat, 
in order to be equally binding upon the Church and France, 
was to be accepted by the fifth Council of the Lateran, then 
sitting at Rome, and by the Parliament of Paris. The coun
cil accepted it without hesitation or deliberation ; but the 
parliament and the university resisted the orders of the 
king, appealing to the pragmatic sanction of Charles VII. 
Offended at any opposition to his will as an outrage against; 
royal majesty, Francis insisted upon absolute obedience. A 
deputation of magistrates came to address remonstrances to 
him, but be flew into a rage, and threatened to have them 
all thrown into a dungeon. The parliament submitted, and 
registered the concordat, protesting however against the vio
lence with which their consent had been obtained. They 
were constrained, the following year, to sanction a barbarous· 
edict which punished offences against forest laws with whip
pings, confiscation, or death. " Obey," said the chancellor 
Duprat to the magistrates ; "obey, or the king will see in 
you nothing but rebels, and will chastise you as be would 
the meanest of his subjects." From that moment all sub
mitted in silence, and the king glorified himself with having 
placed kings lwr1 de page, that is, made them completely 
masters. 
* The first year's r'lvenue of vacant benefices was tArriil! flniJ." tu or ftm-fruita. D1Q1tzedDY C:i '-" C, 
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The young rival of Francis I., he who, during so many 
years, disputed with him the firat place in Christendom, now 
began to come forward on the stage of the world. Ferdinand 
the Catholic died in 1516, leaving the throne to his daughter 
.Joan the Simple, and naming Cardinal Ximenes regent of 
Castille, who, notwithstanding his great age, grasped the reins 

-<>f state with vigour, and bowed the people and the rebellious 
nobles beneath his iron will. The son of Joa.n.'the Simple, 
Charles of Austria, then sixteen years of age, was associated 
with her on the throne by the Cortes of the kingdom. This 
_young prince, afterwards so well known as Charles V., was, 
by his father, Philip the Handsome, heir to the Low Countries, 
and, in 1516, the emperor Maximilian left him his hereditary 
states. Before the age of twenty, Charles found himself 
master of Spain, the Low Countries, Austria, the kingdom of 
Naples, and the Spanish possessions in America: he was 
already the most powerful monarch in Europe. Ruled at 
this time by the Seigneur de Chi~vres, his governor, he gave 
no evidence of the great faculties of his mind ; but very 
shortly his prudence, his ambition, and the depth and perse
verance of his policy, gave his name as much splendour as he 
>derived from his numerous crowns. The king of France, 
from the geographical situation, and the compact mass and 
resources of his states, rather than from their extent, was his 
·4>nly competitor in power ; and he often became so with more 
courage than prudence or good fortune. His long and san
guinary rivalry with Charles of Austria occupied a great part 
of the sixteenth century. The relations between these two 
sovereigns, however, began by an offensive and defensive 
treaty of alliance, signed at Noyon, in 1516, at the time 
Cl1arles inherited the crown of Spain. This prince promised 
Francis to marry his daughter, then in the cradle ; the mar
riage was to be accomplished when she should attain twelve 
ye&r~~ of age, and Francis gave her as a dowry all his rights 
in the kingdom of Naples. 

The death of the emperor Maximilian produced the first 
symptoms of the struggle which was only to finish with their 
lives: both pretended to the empire. Francis lavished his 
gold upon the electors; but Germany, then threatened by 
the Turks, stood in need of an emperor whose states might 
serve as a barrier against Mussulman invasions, and the 
elector of Saxony, Frederick the Wise, having refused the 
imperial crown, it was given to Charles, from that time so 
celebrated under the name of Charles V. ~~ ~~ded 
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to the heart in his ambition, forgot the tre.aty of N oyon, 
redemanded Naples, of which Ferdinand the Catholic had 
deprived Louis XIL, and summoned the new emperor to pay 
him homage for the county of Flanders, whilst Charles V. 
redemanded Milan, 88 an imperial male fief, and the duchy 
()f Burgundy, 88 the inheritance of his grandmother Mary, 
daughter of Charles the Bold. Both the rivals endeavoured 
to strengthen themselves by an alliance with the king of 
England, Henry VIII. The interview between Francis I. 
and the English monarch took place at Guines, near Calais. ·. 
The excessive magnificence which was there displayed on 
both sides, caused the place of the conference to be C!llled tk 
Field of tlte Oloth of Gold. After three weeks of rejoicings 
and splendid festivals, the two kings signed an alliance, which 
became illusory, for Charles V., ha.ving himllelf visited Henry 
Vffi, had seduced Cardinal Wolsey, the minister and 
favourite of that prince, by large sums of money and hopes 
of the papacy. Such eagerness on the part of the two most 
powerful monarchs of Europe to win Henry to their cause, 
made him adopt the superb device of : Qui je defends eat 
maiflre (He whose part I take is master). 

Notwithstanding the number of motives for discord and 
jealousy, neither of the two rivals appeared eager to begin the 
war : Francis was engaged with his pleasures, and Charles with 
the care ofbringing his various peoples into subjection. Spain 
considered him 88 a foreigner, and rose in defence of its poli
tical rights, whilst Germany, indignant at the shameless 
traffic in indulgences, began to be agitated by the voice of 
Luther. This reformer had recently burnt in public at Wit
tern berg, in 1517, the bull of excommunication published 
against him by the pope. So audacious an act struck Europe 
with astonishment, and Charles V. convoked a diet at Worms, 
in order, he said, to repress the progress of new opinions, 
dangerous to the peace of Germany. Luther appeared at 
this diet, with a safe-conduct from the emperor, and under 
the more effective protection of Frederick the Wise, elector 
of Saxony, and a hundred armed knights. He defended his 

. doctrines with energy, and, among them, particularly attacked 
auricular confession, the intercession ot saints, the dogma of 
purgatory, ~t of transubstantiation, the celibacy of priests, 
and the authority of the Church. The diet permitted him 
to retire, and immediately afterwards outlawed him. The 
elector of Saxony caused him to be carried ~91: masked 
men, to the tortress ofWartburg, where0htlere ~l.h close 

B 
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concealment nine months, his place of residence being un
known to either his friends or his enemies. It was here he 
began his translation of the Bible, and composed a multitude 
of writings impressed with his genius, a genius at once logical, 
impetuous, and irascible, but perfectly calculated, even by 
its triviality, to guide and govern the still gross minds oi 
his age. . 

Whilst these serious interests agitated and divided Europe, 
Leo X., always frivolous and inconsiderate, induced the 
French to attempt the conquest of Naples, by promising them 
his assistance : then he almost immediately entered into 
treaty with Charles V. At length hostilities commenced : a 
French army, commanded by L'Espare, invaded and laid waste 
Navarre ; and the captains of the emperor, Nassau and 
Sickingen, violated the territory of France, by attacking 
Robert de la Mark, an ally of that kingdom. War broke 
out in the north and in the south : the Imperialists took 
Mourzon and Tournai, and besieged Mezieres, which last was 
saved by Anne de Montmorency and the Chevalier Bayard. 
The Milanese was lost ; the brave Lautrec was driven out of 
it for want of money. Four hundred thousand crowns were 
promised him by Francis, but Louisa of Savoy had con
strained the intendant-general Semblan~y to deliver to her 
that sum, without the knowl~ of the king her son. 
Henry VIII. then joined Charles against Francis, and both 
declared war aga.inst him, whilst Adrian VI., the ancient 
preceptor of Charles V., ascended the pontifical throne. His 
predecessor Leo X. had bequeathed, in Italy, his name to 
his age ; he was great by his magnificence and the en
lightened protection be afforded to arts and letters : no sove
reign was ever surrounded by so many celebrated artists, or 
knew better how to animate their genius ; but few men were 
less fit than he to BUBtain the combat with Luther, or to re
present a successor of the Apostles. 

Exhausted by his prodigalities rather than by his first 
wars, Francis sold judicial offices, in spite of the resistance of 
the parliament, and created the funds of the HOtel de Ville, 
at twelve per cent. Two parties then divided his court ; 
one was that of Louisa. of Savoy, supported -by the chancellor 
Dnprat and the admiral Bonnivet, both high itt the favour 
of the king ; at the head of the other party were the duchess 
de ChAteaubriand, the king's mistress ; Lescuns, brother of the 
duchess ; Lantrec, and the constable, the duke de..Bourl;lon, 
~e richest and most powerful noble of the ki'n~Jm.O~Uisa 
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of Savoy, forty-seven years of age, made proposals to the 
duke to marry her. Bourbon rejected her oftilrs, joining in
sult with refusal. The furious princess swore to be revenged, 
and her resentment was fatal to France. She instituted an 
unjust process against the duke : the Parliament did not 
dare to decide ; but Francis, excited by his mother, despoiled 
the constable of his wealth. He immediately entered inro 
communication with Henry VIIL and Charles V., and 
invited them to divide the kingdom between them. Being 
informed of these negotiations, the king attempted to get 
poeaession of his person ; Bourbon escaped into Germany, 
but reappeared soon aft-er at the head of the armies of the 
emperor. 

War recommenced with advantage for France upon all 
the frontiers. The Germans attacked Champagne and 
Franche-Comte without success ; the Spaniards were repulsed 
in the south, whilst La. Tremouille successi.illy defended 
Picardy against an English army. 

Notwithstanding all the perils by which he was surrounded, 
Francis still dreamt of the conquest of Italy, and sent thither 
a brilliant army under the command of Admiral Bonnivet. 
This soldier was not a skilful captain, and every step was 
marked by either an error or a reverse. Francis Colonna 
forced him to raise the blockade of Milan, and to fall back 

· upon the Tesin. The French army found itself in a few 
months in great diatrellB, short of provisions, and decimated 
by disease. Bonnivet ordered a retreat, and fled away, closely 
pursued by the imperial troops : Bayard commanded the 
rear-guard ; a shot broke the lower part of his back, and he 
was placed at the foot of a tree, with his fi.ce towards the 
enemy. Bourbon haatened to him, and expressed deep and 
sincere compusion : " It is not I, but you who ought ro 
be pitied," replied Bayard, " you, who are fighting against 
your king, your country, and your oath." Thus perished 
the knight who was not only the dearest to France, but 
the JOOSt accomplished among all whose memory history has 
preserved. 

Bourbon and the marquis of Pescara invaded Provence : 
a great number· of cities submitted ; Marseilles heroically 
sustained a long siege ; it was defended by Renzo de Ceri, 
the head of a legion of Italian patriots, the old wrecks of 
the crushed liberty party of Florence and Pisa. After forty 
days of useless attacks, the imperialists de~d 19 eing 
infonned of the approach of Francis I., and'dof t~0su&esses. 
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of Andrew Doria, the celebrated Genoese admiral, in the 
service o,f that monarch. Francis marched into Italy, at the 
head of a third army, and caused the siege of Pavia to be 
:raised. He had been three months before that place, when 
the Imperialists approached, commanded by !.annoy, Piscara, 
and Bourbon. Francis L waited for them in his lines, and 
the two armies remained for a l~ng time in face of each 
other, without coming to action. At length, on the 25th of 
February, 1525, the battle began, aud was lost by the impru
dent mshness of the king. His artillery made great ravages 
among the imperial troops ; being obliged to pass within ita 
range, they opened their order, and endeavoured to gain, in 
quick time, a valley in which they would be sheltered from 
his murderous fire. Francis misconceived this movement : 
" They fly I" exclaimed he ; " charge! charge I" and immedi
ately precipitated himself, at the head of his knights, be
tween his own cannon and the enemy. The maaked artillery 
ceased its fire ; the enemy halted, rallied, and awaited the 
king'a charge firmly. At this instant, the Swiss of the 
French army being attacked in flank, gave way, and the 
duke of Alen~n took to flight with the rt>.ar-guard. The 
entire imperial army surrounded the king. In vain Francia 
and his knights performed prodigies of valour : Bonnivet, 
la Palisae, Lescuns, old La. Tremouille, and Bussy d'Amboiae, 
were killed before his eyes ; thrown from his horae, covered 
with blood, and wounded twice, he was recognised by 
Pomperan, a gentleman belonging to the duke of Bourbon, 
and summoned to surrender. Francia refused to yield to a 
renegade, and desiring the viceroy Lannoy to be called, he 
gave up his sword to him. It was after the termination of 
this bloody battle of Pavia, that the king wrote to his 
mother a letter containing the following since celebrated 
sentence: "Madame, all is lost save honour." Young 
Henry II. d'Albret, king of Navarre, was made prisoner 
with. the king of France. He was imprisoned in the citadel 
of Pavia, from which he succeeded in escaping. Francia L 
was guarded most watchfully in that of Pezzighettone, and 
thence transferred to Madrid, by the order of Charles V. 

The interests of the kingdom were then confounded with 
the person of the }rings. France had not learnt, either by 
the misfortunes of John, or the madness of Charles VI., of 
what importance it is that a monarchy should be secure from 
the calamities that may fall upon a monarch. The state 
seemed to run wild when the king was ma4c;, ,!~o~~to 
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be in the hands of the enemy when the king became a 
captive. Francis had, it is troe, before his departure, placed 
the regency of his kingdom in the hands of his mot1ter, 
Louisa of Savoy, so that a legitimate authority was recog
nised in France, notwithstanding his captivity ; but sove
reignty remained entirely in his person ; he, himself alone, 
was able to accept or reject the conditions imposed upon his 
deliverance ; in short, he alone represented the will of 
France, when danger, fear, or weariness no longer left him 
the free use of his own will. The emperor sa.w in the 
captivity of Francis the humiliation and ruin of France, 
and resolved to profit by his victory to the utmost. Francis 
fell sick in prison ; Charles, who had till that time refused 
to see him, visited him, and consoled him with kind and 
aft'ectionate words ; but soon after, when the king recovered, 
he placed conditions on his liberation, fatal and dishonourable 
to France. Overwhelmed with grief; the king thought of 
abdicating, but had not the resolution to persist in so noble 
a design : he protested against the treaty which was imposed 
upon him, and signed it, secretly resolved not to observe it. 
By this treaty of Madrid, he gave up all his rights in Italy, 
and renounced the sovereignty of the counties of Flanders 
and Artois ; he abandoned to the emperor the duchy of 
Burgundy, the county of Charollais, and several other lord
ships ; engaged to marry Eleonora, queen-dowager of Por
tugal, sister of the emperor ; pardoned the duke of Bourbon 
and restored his property to him ; lastly, he contracted a 
league offensive and defensive with the emperor, promising 
to accompany him in person, when he should go on a crusade 
against the TUrks or against heretics. Charles V., on his 
part, gave up the cities of the Somme, which had belonged 
to Charles the Bold. 

After the signature of this treaty, the king was exchanged 
at the frontier for his two sons, and the same day reached 
Bayonne, where he found his mother and all his court. He 
believed, on escaping from his enemy, to be equally liberated 
from the obligations he had just contracted with them, and 
replied to the envoys of the emperor, that he could not 
ratify the treaty of Madrid without the consent of the 
States of the kingdom and the duchy of Burgundy. 
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CHAPTER IL 

Continuation and end of the reign of Francis L 1526-1550. 

FRANcis I. alleged the rights and wishes of the kingdom 
to dispense with his holding his engagements : he bad how
ever no intention to consult France ; he would have fancied 
he placed himself under the tutelage of the States if he 
oonvoked them. Wishing to oppose to the emperor a will 
that might appear national, he assembled the princes, the 
nobles, and the bishops, who then formed part of his court at 
Cognac, and this assembly released him from his word. The 
king likewise convoked the nobles of Burgundy, and some 
deputies to the States of that province, who declared they 
would not be separated from Franoe. Informed of these 
-declarations by Lannoy, Charles replied : "Let not Francis L 
throw his want of good faith upon his subjects ; to keep his 
word, it would be sufficient for him to die in Spain ; let him 
-do so." 

Terrified at the colossal power of the emperor, the V ene
tians, and Fraacis Sforza, duke of Milan, concluded a treaty 
with Francis I.; their league assumed the name of the Holy, 
.and after some hOAtilities, a fearful event threw the whole of 
Italy into consternation. A.n imperial army, composed of 
Spaniards and Germans, in 1527, laid siege to Rome ; it was 
oommanded by Bourbon and the adventurer George Fronds
berg, who wore round his neck a gold chain, which was des
tined, he said, to strangle the pope. Bourbon was killed 
while placing a ladder at the foot of the ramparts : Rome 
was taken, and the Imperialists avenged their general by the 
sack of the city and a frightful massacre : eight thousand 
Romans perished on the first day, and the po11e bad a long 
aiege to sustain in the castle of St. Angelo. 

Henry VIII. and Francis I. resolved to deliver the 
-pontiff and Italy. Francis was to furnish troops, and Henry 
a subsidy : this sum was far from being sufficient. The 
king, in a bed of justice, convoked an assembly of the notables 
to the Parl.U!ment ; be explained his conduct to them, and 
demanded of them money and their approbation. He 
obtained both, and levied a fresh army, which he confided to 
Lautrec. The two kings declared war against the emperor, 
who loaded Francis I. with reproaches, and reoetv~ a s9,al
lenge in reply. Lautrec entered Lombardy;';'ti'egMOfil&LWar 
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with success, and penetrated into the kingdom of Naples ; 
there he was left without money : an epidemic thinned his 
army, already exhausted by fatigues and privations-he him
self fell ill and died. Another French army, commanded by 
Saint-Pol, shared the same fate : scarcely entered into the 
Milanese, it was defeated and dispersed at Landriano ; Saint
Pol was made prisoner. About the same period, France lost 
the assistance of the celebrated Genoese admiral Andrew 
Doria, the best sailor af his age. Displeased at the impru
dent disdain of Francis 1., he quitted his service for that of 
Charles V., and replaced Genoa, his country, under the pro
tection of the emperor. 

Europe at this period was in dread of a new Mussulman in
vasion. Rhodes, considered as the bulwark of Christendom, 
hadBUBtained, inl523, a memorable siege against two hundred 
thouand Turks, commanded by Soliman the Magnificent : 
the heroic valour of the Knights af Rhodes and their grand- . 
master De l'lle-Adam had proved powerless against numbers: 
after six months' siege, Rhodes succumbed, and the Turks 
advanced into Europe. Charles V., pressed by them, and 
menaced by the reformers, who now took the name of Pro
tutantB, on account of their protestations against Rome, 
modified his pretensions with regard to France. The misery 
af the peoples was frightful, and the resources of the two rival 
sovereigns seemed exhausted. Fresh negotiations were 
opened at Cam.bray, by conferences between Louisa. ot Savoy, 
in the name af her son, and Marguerite of Austria, gover
ness of the Low Countries, in the name of the emperor, her 
nephew ; a treaty was concluded, less onerous, but more 
disgraceful in some respects than that of Madrid, the greater 
part of the clauses of which were maintained. The king 
undertook to pay two million gold crowns, and abandon all 
his allies to the resentment of the emperoB ; at this price his 
two sons were liberated, and the duchy d Burgundy con
tinued a part of the kingdom. This peace; -.hich discredited 
France in the eyes of all Europe, was signed in 1529, and was 
named laP~ du Dames (the Ladies' Peace). 

Louisa af Savoy and the chancellor Duprat continued to 
direct the interior government of the state and to plunder 
its finances. Duprat, who had entered into orders, became 
archbishop af Sens and a cardinal ; he imprudently took 
possession of the richest benefices, and excited general 
indignation : even Parliament ventured to raise its voice 
against :kim. The king imm~tely SUIDJDOnetbt~Qdy to 
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a bed of justice, and forbade them with menaces to interfere 
with the acts of the chancellor or the distribution of the 
benefice.'!. At the request of Duprat, he pitilessly pel'l!e
cuted the financiers, and dragged Poucher, the treasurer
general, and Semblan~y, the ancient superintendent of the 
finances, before a commission. The eon of Poucher, who 
was bishop of Paris, had, in his ministry, drawn upon him
self the hatred of Duprat ; Semblan~y had excited that of 
Louisa of Savoy, by reYealing the subtraction made by he1· 
of the four hundred thousand crowns destined: to defray 
the expenses of the war of Italy. The judges, chosen from 
among the enemies of the accul!ed, pronounced sentence of 
death. The two old men were hung, in 1527, from the 
gibbet of Montfaucon, and their property was confiscated. 

Duprat, whose administration was so disgnweful, pro
moted, however, one measure of great utility. Francis I. 
till that time had only governed Brittany as duke of that 
province ; Duprat advised him to unite the duchy in an 
indissoluble manner with the kingdom, and he induced the 
States of Brittany themselves to request this union, which 
aloile would be capable of preventing the breaking out of 
civil wars, on the death of the king. It was irrevocably 
voted by the States assembled at Vannes in 1532. The 
king swore to respect the rights of Brittany, and to levy no 
subsidy without the consent of the provincial States. 

Louisa of Savoy died the year preceding this event : her 
coffers were found to COI!tain the prodigious sum of 1,500,00() 
gold crowns, the fruit of her exactions and sordid saving. 
Francis I. made a noble use of part of this sum. His 
Italian expedition, his taste for ga).lantry and magnificence; 
with a certain elevation of character, had awakened in him 
a love of the arts. He invited a great number of men of 
lettera and celebrated artists to France : some, like the cele
brated Lascaris, were fugitives from Constantinople ; others, 
like the poet A lam&Jmi and the historian Michael Bruto, 
were illustrious prescripts from the republics of Italy. In 
the first rank of the celebrated Italians attracted into France 
by the king, were Leonardo da Vine~ who died in his arms, 
and Primatic, a painter of Bologna. Anxious to encourage 
the sciences and arts in his kingdom, Francis founded the 
College of France, of which, however1 he only named the 
professors, at the head of whom he vainly wished to place 
the famous Hollander Erasmus, the most brilliant wit and 
learned man of his age. T.he king waso\Hl&bl{i:.;ta.._~nce 
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him by his offers ; but he succeeded in attaching to his Jler
son Willia.m Cop, the restorer of medicine, and the learned 
Bude, the friend of Erasmus, and first founder of philological 
studies in France. These studies, which soon acquired in
credible activity, favoured, without the king's dreaming of 
such a. result, the progress of the Reformation. 

The new opinions, now spread through all Europe, were 
well received by most of the princes and states of Germany. 
Many of these princes believed that by adopting them they 
were authorized to seize upon the wealth of the Church for 
their own advantage, and were even suspected of having 
embraced them more on account of the embarrassment of 
their finances than from any hatred for the abuses of the 
court of Rome. Already Frederick I. had granted liberty 
of conscience to Denmark, whilst Gustavus Vase. adhered, 
with the ~'burch of Sweden, to the confession of faith drawn 
up at the diet of Augsburg by Mela.ncthon, a disciple of 
Luther, but the most mild of the reformers : the German 
princes, partisans of the Reformation, united together against 
the emperor, in 1531, by the celebrated treaty of Smal~d, 
and Henry VIIL, to whom the court of Rome did not <lare
to grant a. divorce from his wife, Catherine of Arragon, aunt 
of the emperor, repudiated that princess in order to espouse 
Anne Bulleyn, combating at the same time both Luther and 
Rome by executions, and causing himself to be proclaimed 
head of the Church by his servile parliament. The populace 
of a. great number of countries became agitated, renewing 
the war of the Jacquerie and the pretensions of the Level-
1mB ; a. crowd of visionaries took up arms ; the rallying
word was the necessity for a second baptism, the real aim, a 
terrible war against property, which, they said, constituted a 
perpetual spoliation with regard to the poor, and against 
science, which they accused of destroy'fng the natural equality 
of mankind. ..1\ccording to them, books, pictures, and statues 
were the inventions of the devil ; they ran from church to 
church, breaking the images and overthrowing the altars. 
The peasants of Swabia. and Thuringia broke into insurrec
tion : the latter, under the name of Anabaptists, followed the 
fanatic Muntzer, and afterwards John of Leyden : they 
attempted to form a. union with their brothers of Franconia, 
.Alsace, Lorraine, and the Tyrol : they everywhere deposed 
the magistrates, and seized the property of the noble and 
wealthy, upon whom they inflicted frightfulijl'eatmeBt. By 
their excesses they did imme~ injury to' tlie 'trf?i\%i1>rmers, 
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who united with the Catholics to combat them and extermi
nate them as wild beasts. 

Such was the religious st&te of Europe at the moment 
that Francis L thought proper to oommenoe violent perse
cutions against Lutherans and Protestants. For a length of 
time his court and family had been divided in opinions. His 
sister, Marguerite of Valois, and Anne de Pisseleu, duchess 
d'Etampes, his mistress, protected the new belief; Louisa. of 
Savoy had condemned it, inflicting atrocious rigours upon its 
disciples. Francis I. was, it is said, at first undecided ; but 
his eyes were constantly turned towards Italy, the conquest 
{If which might be so much facilitated by the pope : this 
motive, joined to his antipathy for every kind. of indepen
dence, directed his oonduct. He cloeely united his cause 
with that of Rome, by making his second son, Henry, marry 
Catherine de Medici, niece of Pope Clement VII. He did 
not, however, obtain the advantages he expected from this 
union : this pontiff survived the marriage but a short time, 
and had for a BUCOei!SOr Alexander Farnese, who was pope 
under the name of Paul III.* Francis L persevered, never
theless, in the rigorous measures he had ma.rked out for 
himse~ and proved himself in France the most barbarous 
persecutor of the Protestants. John Morin, criminal-lieu
tenant, seized a great number of them in the yea.r 1535 ; 
and the king, who found a violent diatribe against the Jll8ll 

stuck upon his door, resolved to appease Heaven by taking 
vengeance upon this crime. A proceesion one morning 
issued from the church of St. Germain, preceded by the holy 
relics preserved in Paris ; after them came a great number of 
cardinals, bishops, and abbots, and behind them John de 
Bellay, bishop of Paris, bea.ring the holy sacrament ; then 
the king, bareheaded, with a torch in his hand ; after him 
walked the queen, th~ prinoes, two hundred gentlemen, the 
Pa.rliament and all the ministers of justice : the ambassadors 
likewise were present. This procession perambulated all the 
qua.rters of the city. In each of the six principal places a 
~r was erected for the holy eacrament, and close to it 
a scaffold and a funeral pile. At these six points perished, 

* This \'Ope promu~Jlated, during the reign of Franoee 1., the bull 
which ill8tituted the order of J"eeuita, of which Ignatius Loyola wu t.he 
founder. The object of this order wu to oomba.t the progrea of hereay, 
to oonvert the whole world to the Romiah faith, and subject it to the 
-pope, wb011e infallibility in all which concl'rned faith, the Jesuits ac· 
knowledged. The aonreign pontifF D&IDe& the general~ the order, 
and all the memben take an oath of implicit obedieDI:e'toctbl~ 
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burnt .alive, six unfOrtunate wretches, amidst the maledic
tions of the people. The king ordered that they shou}j be 
bound "to an elevated machine, called an estrapade, which by 
lowering the condemned upon the pile and then raising them 
again, prolonged their torments. At each station, the king 
gave his torch to the Cardinal de Lorraine, joined his hands 
and remained humbly prostrated, imploring the Divine mercy 
for his people, and waiting till every victim had perished in 
tortures. The ceremony was terminated by a grand mass 
and a banquet, at which the king declared that if his own 
children should become heretics, he would immolate them. 
This horrible procession, ordered by the king out of hatred 
for the spirit of independence, took place on the 21st of 
January: it was followed by an edict which proscribed all 
reformers, con1isca.ted their property to the profit of their 
denunc:iators, and forbade the printing of any of their books 
under pain of death. 

Notwithstanding all this ardent zeal for the Catholic faith, 
Francis kept up active relations with the Lutherans of Ger
many and the Protestant princes of the League of Smalcald. 
These were exceedingly indignant at his cruel l!leVerities, and 
'Wished to break with him, but he calmed them by giving 
them to understand that the persons he had exterminated 
were like the funs.tical sectaries of Muntzer and John of 
Leyden. Calvin, the apostle of the Reformation in France, 
began to appear ; he avenged his outraged brethren, by 
establishing in his work of Til£ ClwUtiam Inetitution, dedi
cated to the king, that if the French reformers p8I!Sed the 
bounds laid down by Luther, they at least set out from the 
same principles, and that their doctrines were consistent with 
public order and the purest morality. The king began to 
perceive the necessity for relaxing his persecutions, and 
:issued, the same year, an edict of toleration, attributed in 
part to the induence of Antoine du Bourg, the successor of 
Duprat in the post of chancellor. 

Charles V. constantly persevered in his endeavours to sti.B.e 
Protestantism, and he might, perhaps, have annihilated it in 
his states, if other enemies had not SW!pended his attacks, 
and diverted the efforts of his anna. The Mussulman inva
sion made rapid progress. An· innumerable Turkish army, 
conducted across Hungary up to the walls of Vienna, had 
been repulsed in 1529; but the slave-trade of the whites, 
carried on by the corsairs of Barbary, a sco~e till that 
time unknown, desolated the shores ofoth6' qyediteBlanean. 
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Two brothers, of the name of Barbarossa, fiunous corsairs, 
had obtained possession of Algiers and Tunis, and covered 
the sea with their vessels, plundering the coasts of Spain, 
France, and Italy, and carrying off every year a multitude of 
Christians into slavery: one of them, first admiral of Soli
man, alarmed all Europe. Charles V. armed a formidable 
:fleet against him, commanded by Andrew Doria ; he con
quered BarbarOBBa, took Tunis, and delivered twenty 
thousand Christians. On his return, he was desirous of 
peace with France. Negotiations were opened, in the midst 
of which Francis I. declared war, without the shadow of a 
motive, against Charles III., duke of Savoy, brother-in-law 
of Charles V., and gave orders to his admiral, Chabot, to 
invade Piedmont. The French entered Turin the following 
year. The emperor, extremely enraged, marched to meet 
them at the head of a powerflll army. Chabot was su.
pected, though without any proo~ of betraying France in 
Piedmont ; a great number of places fell into the hands of 
the Imperialists, and Charles V. entered Provence, where 
Anne de Montmorency commanded. This general ordered 
the country to be laid waste by his soldiers, pulling up the 
vines and burning all the harvest : Charles V. found nothing 
but a desert, and retreated from want of provisions : Turin 
and a great part of Piedmont remained in the power of 
France. 

· The dauphin Francis died, and although his death ap
peared natural, Montecuculli, his cupbearer, was accused of 
having poisoned him ; he confessed the crime in the midst 
of frightful tortures, named the emperor as his accomplice, 
and was quartered. Francis I. then formed an alliance with 
the Turks, and invited Soliman into Italy. Barbarossa had 
landed the vanguard of the Mussulmans at Turin, and 
Francis I. W&ll advancing to his assistance with fifty thousand 
men, when Pope Paul IlL succeeded in persuading the rival 
monarchs to sign a truce of ten years. They consented to 
meet at Aigues-Mortes, and these two sovereigns, who bad 
inundated Europe with the blood shed in their quarrels, and 
one of whom accused the other of having poisoned his son, 
presented the strange spectacle of a perfectly amicable con
ference, accosting each other with open arms, and lavishing, 
reciprocally, evidences of esteem and affection. 

A revolt of the Gantois soon called Charles V. into 
Flanders : he was then in Spain, and his ~()~st road was 
through France : he demanded liberty'Ofo>~~ that 
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kingdom, and obtained it, after having pronrlsed the constable 
de Montmorency to bestow the investiture of Milan upon the 
second ~n of the king. His sojourn in France was a season 
of expensive festivity, and cost the treasury four millions ; 
nevertheless, though surrounded by pleasures, the emperor 
was not without inquietude. Kings, authorized by the 
usages of still barbarous times, rarely sacrificed their interest& 
to their word : the duchess d'Etampes and all his court 
blamed the scruples of the king : his fool Triboulet having 
said one day that, on learning the arrival of Charles in 
Provence, he' had set his name down in his tablets in the list 
of fools : " If I should allow him to pass," replied the king, 
what would you do f'-" I would efface his name," replied 
Triboulet, " and put yours in its place.'' • Francis, however, 
respected the rights of hospitality ; and yet Charles did not 
bestow the investiture of Milan on his son. The angry king 
exiled the constable, to punish him for having trusted to the 
word of the emperor without requiring his signature, and 
avenged himself by making his alliance with the Turks still 
closer. Two of his envoys to Constantinople were killed by 
order of Du Gast, the emperor's lieutenant in Piedmont, and 
that prince refused the king any satisfaction for this crime. 
He was then arming a vast expedition which he destined for 
the conquest of Algiers ; but a frightful tempest swallowed up 
a great part of his vessels, and the enterprise failed. 

The hatred of the two monarchs was carried to its height 
by the last relations they had had together : they mutually 
outraged each other by insulting libels, and submitted their 
differences to the pope. Paul III. refusing to pronounce 
between them, they again had recoUl'!le t.o arms. The king 
invaded the Luxembourg, and, in concert with the Turks, 
one of his arnrles besieged Nice, the last asylum of the dukes 
of Savoy, by land, whilst Ba.rbarossa attacked it by sea : tlle 
city was taken, the castle alone resisted, and the siege of it 
was raised. Ba.rbarossa consoled himself for this check by 
ravaging the coasts of Italy, where he made ten thousand 
captives. The horror he inspired recoiled upon Francis I., 
his ally, whose name became odious to both Italy and 
Germany. He was declared the enemy of the empire, and 

• The name of fou du roi, or king's jester, was given to a buffoon, 
moat frequently disgraced by nature, obarged with the office ohmusing 
the monarch by his sallies. He carried in his hand and wore upon his 
head the attributes of folly, and, by favour of his title and his oostume, 
was pennitted to speak truths to kings, which 0~~"~p~~~t.!d and 
the most wise would not have dared to utter. u 
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the Diet levied an army of twenty-four thousand men, to act 
against him, at the head of which Charles V. penetrated into 
Champagne, whilst Henry VIII., now reconciled with the 
emperor, sent ten thonsand English to attack Pica.rdy. The 
battle of Cerisoles, completely gained, the same yesz, in 
Piedmont, by Francis de Bourbon, duke d'Enghien, over Dn 
Gast, the imperial general, did not prevent this double and 
formidable invasion. Charles V. advanced as fB.r as Meaux ; 
but discord prevailed in his army ; he wanted provisions, 
and might be essily surrounded ; he then again promised the 
Milanese to the duke of Orleans, the king's aecond son. 
This promise irritated the dauphin Henry, who feared to see 
his brother become the founder of a house as dangerous 
for France as that of Burgundy had been : he was desirous 
that the emperor's offer should be rejected, and his retreat 
cut off. It is said that a rivalry between two women saved 
Charles V. The duchess d'Et&mpes was the mortal enemy 
of Diana of Poitiers, the mistress of the dauphin, and was 
anxious, in the event of the death of the king, to find a. 
powerful protector in the second son : it is asserted that she 
combated the advice of the prince, and Charles was allowed 
to retreat in safety by the way he came. 

The war was almost immediately terminated by the treaty 
of Crespy, in V a.lois. The emperor agreed to give the duke 
of Orleans his daughter, with the Low Countries and 
Franche-Comte, or one of his nieces with the Milanese : 
Francis restored most of the places he held in Piedmont to 
the duke of Savoy : he renounced all ulterior pretensions to 
the kingdom of Naples and the duchy of Milan, as well as 
the suzerainty of Flanders and Artois : Charles, on his side, 
renounced the duchy of Burgundy. This treaty put an end 
to the rivalries of the two sovereigns, which had deluged 
Europe with blood during twenty-five years. The death of 
the duke of Orleans saved the emperor the pain of pa.rting 
with either the Milanese or the Low Countries ; he refused 
all indemnification to the king, but the peace was not 
broken. 

Francis I. took advantage of this repose to redouble his 
rigour with regard to the Protestants. A population of 
several thousands of Vaudois inhabited the confines of Pro
vence and the comtat of V enaissin, and for some time had 
entered into communion with the Ca.Ivirusts. The king 
permitted John Mesnier, baron of Oppido, first ,P-resident of 
the Parliament of .Aix, to execute a sentence l..p:f6~g!nced 
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against them twenty-five years before by this parliament.· 
John of Oppido himself superintended this frightful execu
tion. Twenty-two towns or villages were I!II.Cked and burnt ; 
the inhabitants, surprised during the night, were pursued 
among the rocks, by the light of the fires which were con
suming their houses ; the men perished, and the women 
were subjected to horrid violences. At Cabri~res, the prin
cipal city of the canton, seven hundred men were slaughtered 
in cold blood, and all the women were burnt : in short, in 
accordance with the sentence, the houses were razed, the 
woods cut down, the trees of the gardens pulled up, and in 
a short time, ~his once fertile and well-peopled country 
became an uncultivated desert. This terrible ma.ssa.cre was 
one of the principal causes of the religious wars which so 
long desolated France. 

Charles V. oppressed the Lutherans in Germany, and 
maintained the Catholic faith in Spain by means of the 
Inquisition, whilst Henry VIII. persecuted equally the sec
taries of Rome and those of Luther. The war still continued 
between him and Francis I. The English took Boulogne, 
and the French fleet ravaged the coasts of England, after 
taking possession of the Isle of Wight. Hostilities were, 
however, at length terminated by the treaty of Guines, 
which the two kings signed on the verge of the tomb. 
Boulogne was to be restored for the sum of two million gold 
crowns. Francis had for a long time suffered from the con
sequences of a shameful disease brought from America into 

· Europe by the Spaniards, -;m;r which led him to the grave. 
' f- When he felt the approach of death, according to the custom 

of kings, he addressed some very wise counsels to his suc
cessor. He sent for his only surviving son Henry, then 
entering into his twenty-ninth year, to his bedside. He 
recommended him to free his people from the tributes which 
he had been forced to lay upon them, and to take advantage 
of the good state in which he left the finances. He owed, 
he said, this fortunate circumstance to the wisdom of his 
ministers, particularly the admiral d'Annebaut and the car
dinal de Tournon, whose counsels he advised Henry always 
to follow, whilst he warned him against the pernicious policy 
of the constable de Montmorency and the ambition of the 
Guises, advising him to exclude them carefully from power. 
Henry wept by the bed of his father, but he avoided giving 
any promise. Henry VIII. and Francis I .. di~n the1same 
year : the latter had reigned thirty-three years! 008 e 
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The chivalric bravery of Francis L, his magnificence, and 
the protection he afforded to talent, gave popularity to his 
name ; he was styled th8 fatlier and restorer of letter,, 
although he issued several severe ordinances against printing, 
invented in the preceding century. In the number of 
Frenchmen whose labours he encouraged, we may name the 
learned William Bud6, the brothers Du Bellay, negotiators 
and historians ; the poet Clement Marot, and the cele
brated printer Henry Stephen. Marguerite of Navarre, 
the Iring's $Iter, cultivated literature herse~ and in his time 
also the celebrated Rabelais, cure of Mendon, wrote his 
satirical works. Under this reign flourished Dumoulin and 
.CUjas, great jurisconsults, the painter John Coue.in, and 
Philibert de l'Orme and John Goujon, illustrious architects. 
Francis L built, in part, the chateaux of Fontainebleau, 
Saint Germain, and Chambord, and began the Louvre. 

The brilliant qualities of this prince were tarnished by 
great faults and odious abuses of power. His cruelty with 
regard to the Protestants must be attributed, in a degree, 
to the manners and prejudices of his age ; but we may, how

·ever, doubt whether a sincere faith inspired these frightful 
persecutions, 'when we remember that he supported with 
energy the same sect in Germany towards which he was so 
severe in his own kingdom. He sacrificed the blood of his 
people to the interest of his ambition, aud their gold to his 
guilty pleasures. To provide for his mad expenses, he mul
tiplied and degraded judicial offices, alienated the royal 
domains, and instituted lotteries. He caused several men of 
·eminent rank, among whom were the chancellor Po yet and 
the admiral Chabot, to be persecuted illegally, and dragged 
before commissions arbitrarily chosen ; in the sentence pro
nounced against Chabot, the king substituted his own will 
for the decision of the judges. He no doubt ameliorated 
the; naiio:ru:.! ,.haracter by encouraging the progress of the 
arts ; but by abasing the magistrature, by placing his caprices 
above the laws, and by publicly practising adultery, he cor
rupted the morals of his court and of his subjects, and this 
-corruption continued to increase to the end of tho reign of 
the Valois. The long confiict between Charles V. and 
Francis L brought no advantage to the kingdom. His cruel 
severities against the reformers prepared bloody civil wars ; 
. and his reign may be pronounced less useful than fatal to 
France. . 

o;9 it;zed by Coogle 
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CHAPTER III. 

Reign of Henry ll. 1547-15/.iO. 

HENRY Il, son of Francis I., was twenty-nine years of age 
when he ascended the throne. In contempt of the advice 
of his father, he changed the counsellors of the crown, and 
recalled near to his person the constable De Montmorency, 
whom he called his g088ip, and who governed him during his 
whole reign. The duchess d'Etampes was banished and sent 
back tG her husband : her partisans only saved themselves 
from death, imprisonment, or exile, by yielding up their 
castles, their lands, and their offices, to new favourites. The 
duke de Guise and the Cardinal de Lorraine his brother, 
Montmorency, Diana of Poitiers, qualified with the title of 
mistress ot the king, with the queen Catherine de Medici, 
endowed with a supple and deeply dissimulative mind, were 
each at the head of four factions which divided the court. 

One of the first edicts of the new king condemned blas
phemers to have their tongues pierced with red-hot irons, 
and heretics to be burnt alive. Another edict assigned, 
without appeal, to the provosts of the marilhals, assisted by a 
commission of judges chosen from the tribunals, the trial of 
Al!l!ftBBins, smugglers, poachers, and people without employ
ment. Thia edict deprived the Parliament of its special attri
butes, and gave up the lives of the citizens to an arbitrary 
authority. The magistrates made useless remonstrances, and 
being compelled to yield, they registered, but with this 
clause : On account of the eml of the tinUJB. A serious revolt 
broke out in the provinces beyond the Loire, where the 
impost upon salt had been recently imposed by Francis I. 
Poitou and Guienne were in a state ot" insurrection ; at Bor
deaux, in particular, the populace committed great excesses ; 
they repulsed the garrison of the Trompette Castle, and 
massacred its governor, whose body they tore to pieces. The 
king promised justice and satisfaction : the people were 
quieted, and the Parliament punished the seditious. Mont
mOl-ency was charged by the king to render the justice he 
had promised, or rather to exercise his vengeance. "Here are 
my MuB," tl&id he to the Bordelais, pointing to his cannon ; 
and he entered Bordeaux as into a conquered place. All the 
bw-gesses tried by the commission were CQ.~.~~Jl1~~fft~uf
fered death : two colonels of the communes were brolen on 

s 
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the wheel, with a crown of hot iron round their heads. The 
entire city, accused and convicted of the crime of felony, lost 
its privileges ; the bells were unhung, the faces of the bas
tions of the walls were destroyed ; a hundred and twenty of 
the notables were condemned to dig up with their nails the 
dead body ot the murdered officer, and the inhabitants paid 
200,000 livres for the expense of the armament. Mont
morency went through the provinces where revolt had 
appeared rather as an executioner than a judge, leaving gib
bets behind him everywhere to mark his passage. Bordeaux ' 
did not recover its privileges till the following year. 

France had scarcely breathed a year, when war broke out 
afresh. Henry IL supported Octavius Faroese, duke of 
Parma, against Pope Julius IlL and the emperor : the latter, 
without any inquietude on the side of France, had gained, 
in 1547, the famous battle of Muhlberg over the confede
rates of Smalcald. The venerable Frederick, elector of 
Saxony, and the landgrave of Hesse, had fallen into his 
power. Charles V. forced the former to cede his electo
rate, which he bestowed upon Maurice of Saxony, son
in-law of the landgrave. Germany began to give way, 
and the Protestant league had no hope but in France ; 
they implored the assistance of Henry II., who granted 
it upon condition that he should occupy the city of Cam
brai and the three bishoprics of Metz, Toul, and V er
dun, .and hold them as vicar of the empire. He immediately 
took possession of them ; then, placing on his banners, as a 
symbol of liberty, a red cap between two poniards, he 
declared himselt defender ot German independence and pro
tector of the captive princes; but following the example oi 
his father, and condemning at home that which he encou
raged abroad, he caused the edict of Chateaubriant to be 
IJublished, which aggravated all the penalties directed against 
heretics, authorized secret perquisitions regarding private 

• opinions, and established an inquisitor of faith. 
An unhoped-for success rendered the assistance of Henry II. 

' nseless to the Lutherans of Germany. Young Maurice of 
Saxony, reviled in his own country as a traitor and a usurper, 
preferred the part of head of the oppressed Protestants to 
that of a creature of Charles V. A profound dissimulation 
covered his projects. When he believed himself strong 
enough, he removed the mask, and proceeded by forced 
marches to attack Inspruck, where the empe~r, sick and 
almost alone, was near being surprised. CC5irsttalli'e~lfield, 
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Charles signed with the Protestants the Convention of Pas
B&U, changed three years later, at the Diet of Augsburg, 
into a definitive peace : it is from that era. that the religious 
liberty of Germauy dates. France had no part in this vic
tory ; but abe preeerved the price of her alliance by keeping 
the three bishoprics, in spite of the eftorts of the emperor 

' to wrest them from her. Hostilities between this prince 
and Henry ll. were still prolonged three ye&l'8 with various 
81lccetl5 in Piedmont, Italy, and Corsica, upon the frontiers of 
the north aDd the east, and upon the sea. The principal 
events of this war are : the immortal defence of Metz by the 
duke of Guise, in 155.2, against Charles V., who besieged 
that place with a hundred thousand soldiers and a formid
able artillery; the raising of this aiege,"in which the emperor 
lost forty thousand men ; the ravaging of Picardy by the 
imperial army, and that of Hainault by the French army ; 
the conquest of Hesdin by Henry II. ; the loss of Th&ou
enne, which Charles V. completely destroyed ; the combat of 
Renti in Flanders, between these two sovereigns, a combat 
glorious although very little advantageous for the French, in 
which the duke of Guise, Coligny, and Tavannes, greatly 
distinguiahed themselves ; the defence of Sienna by Mont
luc; the ravaging of the coa.sts of Italy by Dragut, the 
OttoiiWl admiral and ally of the French ; and the fine cam
paign made in Piedmont against the duke of Alva by the 
Marshal De Brialac, the moat humane general of this age. 

After these wars, the advantages of which were fluctu
ating, and after great troubles in Germany, arising from the 
death of Maurice of Saxony, and the rivalry of Charles V. 
and his brother Ferdinand, king of the Romans and here
ditary BOVereign of Bohemia, a celebrated diet was opened a
Augaburg, which ought to have immediately followed the 
convention of Passau. Charles V., borne down by labour and 
diaeaee, left the presidency of this diet to his brother Fer
dinand, who held a language very dift'erent from that he had 
been accustomed to hold: "We have no right to expect," 
said be, " from a. general council a religious peace which the 
Council of Trent was not able to establish, and it would be 
still more difficult to bring the German ecclesiastics to a. 
friendly agreement in a national council :'' it was then to the 
Diet itself that this work of prudence and charity must be 
looked for. The Diet then took the state of religion into 
consideration. It was agreed that the 0Q~~hc;'\!9cM!JI~ 
testant states should exercise their worship freely ; tli&t the 

s2 
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Catholic clergy should renounce all spiritual jurisdiction over 
the states profeBBing tb• Confession of Augsburg ; that the 
ecclesiastical property &eized before the treaty of Passau, 
should be left to its present possessors ; that the civil power 
of each state should rule its doctrines and its worship, but 
that entire liberty should be granted to every German who 
did not comply with these regulations to retire with his 
fortune in peace to whatever country he chose to go. Such 
was in great part the decree of the Diet of Augsburg, of 
the 25th of September, 1555 ; and upon it the religious peace 
of Germany reposed for a length of time. This decree dealt 
a fatal blow to the policy of Charles V., the object of which 
always was to maintain the unity of the Church under his 
sole dependence. Tormented as much by his disgraces as 
his infirmities, incapable of exertion, and convinoed that 
everything would go to confusion when he no longer could 
direct everything, he convoked the heads of the Low Coun
tries at Brussels, and there, on the 25th of October, 1555, 
solemnly abdicated his hereditary crown, and placed it in the 
hands of Philip II., his son. He retained the imperial 
crown six months longer, and then retired to the convent of 
the Hieronymites of St. Just, whet-a he died, after having 
commanded the office of the dead to be sung around his 
coffin while he waa still alive. His brother Ferdinand, king 
of the Romans, was his successor in the empire. Philip II. 
had married, the preceding year, Mary, queen of England, 
daughter of Henry VIII. and Catherine of Arragon. This 
well-assortedcouplerivalled each other in maintaining Catholi
cism in their states by means of the Inquisition and the stake. 

As soon as Philip IL ascended the throne, Henry IL 
aigned with him the treaty ot Vaucelles, the principal clause 
of which was a truce for five years. The nations received 
the news of it with transport, but their joy was of short
duration : it was from Rome that the germs of fresh discord 
arose. A contradictory treaty had been concluded between 
the pope and Henry some months before that of Vaucelle& 
Paul IV., whom his nephews, the Caraffils, urged to the com
mission of extreme rigours, in order to produce confiscations 
for their advantage, and provoke a war between the empire 
and France, suspected Charles V., before his abdication, of 
having endeavoured to kill him ; he pronounoed him a 
poisoner in full consistory, and prelllled Henry II. to avenge 
him, promising him, by a treaty signed at Rome.rthe · vestie ·-
ture of the kingdom of Na}Jles. D'g't"ed by\.JV re---
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Two pnrties then divided the court of France : one, 
stimulated by the Cardinal Caraffa, nephew of the pope, 
demanded the observance of the treaty of Rome ; the other 
supported that of V aucelles. All the young nobility wished 
for.war; Montmorency inclined for peace,tutd partaking, in 
this respect the wishes of the people, he wisely persuaded 
the king to maintain it. But l1ostility suddenly broke out 
between the pope and the SJJIUliardS, and war WIUI resolved 
upon. 

A French army, under the orders of the constable and 
his nephew Coligny, entered Artois, and another marched 
towards Italy, under the dnke of Guise. The first gave 
battle, near St. Quentin, to Philibert, duke of Savoy, at the 
head of the Spanish and English forces ; it was completely 
conquered, in consequence of an error of the constable De 
Montmorency : a charge of cavalry, led by the counts of 
Egmont and Hom decided the victory. The French lost ten 
thousand men, their baggage and their convoys : the road to 
Paris was open : the indecision of the conquerors spared 
France the greatest disasters. Guise was BOOn recalled from 
Italy, and signalized his return by a memorable exploit : he 
surprised Cala.is, and took it. This city, by which foreigners 
had so often been introduced into the kingdom. had remained 
iwo hundred and ten yt-.ars in the hands of the English. 
France, in the course of the same year, lost the battle of 
Gravelines, in which the old Marshal De Thermes was con
quered by the connt of Egmont. These two events were 
followed by the peace of Cateau-Cambr&is, signed in 1559. 
It was named the Unfortwnat.e Ptace. Henry IL surren
dered his conquests, with the exception of the three bishop
rics ; be renounced all his claims to Genoa, Corsica, and the 
kingdom of Naples, and only kept Pignerol and !lOme 
fortresses in Piedmont. This but little glorious, and yet 
very necessary treaty, terminated the wars of Italy : they 
had lasted sixty-five years. 

Happy had it been for France if she had known how to 
take advantage of her interior happiness and her peace with 
the foreigner I Her finances were exhausted, and Henry, to 
provide for the expenaes of a war and those of a prodigal, 
dissolute court, had recourse to deplorable expedients : he 
put up to sale the places of the presidials or inferior tribunals, 
which he created and multiplied in the provinces ; he estab
lished for the same end, and by the same meands. A.-::na,~·· ent • B ' lied h } u'g 'i'edrlf C::.IV"'U I'- f m nttany, compe t e c ergy to purcnase an c '1ct o 
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inquiSition, sold a multitude of new offices, ordered that the 
titles or provisions of a crowd of public officers should be 
revised, and forced them to buy new ones ; he authorized 
cities, when extraordinarily taxed, to create funds upon them
selves ; he ventUIJd to give the name of States-General to an 
assembly of notables chosen by him and devoted to bia will, 
and disguised under the name of loans the taxes which he 
required of them. 

The edict of inquisition which he had sold to the clergy 
was not executed. The inquisitor, Matthew Ori, was already 
named by the pope, but the Parliament made an energetic 
resistance. It was not that they felt any pity for the 
sectaries-their rigours against them were excesai.ve, but they 
were jealous ot their rights, and would not allow another 
tribunal to have the privilege of prosecuting and punishing 
heretics. Henry did not persevere in bia edict, and the 
inquisition took no root in France. 

Foreign war, towards the end of tbia reign, in some degree 
relaxed the Catholic persecution& The Proteltants grew 
bolder, religious &eal served aa a mask for the ambition fL 
some ; several princes of the blQOd, and with them some 
illustrious warriors and magistrates, embraced the new creed. 
Taking confidence in their strength, they assembled openly 
at Paris even. The promenade of the Pre aux Clerca served 
as a point for their meetings ; they met there, singing aloud 
the psalms translated into French verse by Clement Marot. 

The court and the clergy dreaded above all that the 
Parliament, charged with the punishment of heresy, should 
be drawn into this. The powerful Cardinal de Lorraine, 
therefore, persuaded the king that it was neceamy he should 
go to the Parliament to hold a bed of justice there, and 
propose a mercwrial, * for the purpose of censuring several 
magistrates who adhered to the doctrine of Luther, and 
allowed persons aocused and convicted of heresy to escape, 
without condemning a single one to death, contrary to 
the ordinance of the late king, which ordered them to 
be burnt and reduced to ashes. " If it should only serve,,. 
said the cardinal, " to show the king of Spain you are 
firm in your faith, you ought to set about it with great 

* The mercuriala were a eort of domeetio tribuual, oompoaed of the 
president. of the chamber and the mOBt esteemed men of tbe company. 
authorized by the ohoioe of their brethren to eurciae a kind of censure 
over them. The conferences held for the maintenance of morals and 
dieoipliDe were e&lled meTCUri&l8, bec&1110 they weredhe a·~W"!!"ee-daJL U iQitiZ8 oy U'\Jcsrc-
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courage, in order also to gratify all those Spanish princes and 
lords who have accompanied the duke of Alva, to solemnize 
and honour the marriage of their king with madame your 
daughter, by the death of half a dozen counsellors, who must 
be burnt in the public places as Lutheran heretics as they are, 
and who are injuring that excellent body the Parliament : 
if you do not put an end to it by these means, the whole 
court will soon be infected by it, even to the ushers, pro
cureurs, and clerks of the palace." The king relished 
this advice, and proposed to go to the Parliament on the 
morrow ; but having that evening communicated his inten· 
tion to his counsellor Vieilleville, the latter was of opinion 
that the matter had better be left to the Cardinal de LomUne 
and the bishop of Paris. " It is best to leave to the priests," 
said he, " that which is the duty of priests ; if you undertake, 
sire, to play the part of a theologian or an inquisitor, the 
Oudinal de Lorraine will be for teaching you to run a COU1'8e 

in the tilting-ground, and showing you how to handJe your 
weapons ; besides, sire, it would only be mingling melancholy 
objects with joy, for to perform such cruel and sanguinary 
executions in the midst of nuptial feetivities, would be con
sidered at least a very bad presage." The king yielded to 
these reasons, and said he would not go ; but the Cardinal de 
Lorraine learning this reaolution, was extremely enraged. 
Vieilleville, in his Memoirs, thus relates the end ot this 
tragical event :-" At the king's rising, there entered int& 
his apartment the cardinals de Bourbon, de Lorraine, de 
Guise, and de Pelv~ the arehbishopa of Sens and Bourges, 
the bishops of Paris and Senlis, three or four doctors of 
the Sorbonne, and the inquisitor of the faith, who threat
ened him so strongly with the anger of God, that be must 
think himself damned unless he went. He therefore 
marched out with all his guards, drums beating, not for
getting his Swiss and" the hundred gentlemen of his household, 
with great magnifioenee. Upon coming to the Augustines, 
where the Parliament was assembled, he ascended to the 
Great Chamber, seated himself in his bed of justice, under 
the dais, and commanded the procnreur-general, Bairden, w 
propose the mercurial The procureur immediately attacked 
:five or six counsellors of suspected faith ; among whom was 
one named Anne du Bourg, who maintained his creed so 
audaciously before the king, at the same time deprecating 
ours, that his majesty swore, with great wrath1~that ~e would 
see him burnt alive with his own eyeso •before---si-¥l{llifs were 
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over : he commanded that he and six others should be taken 
to the Bastille ; then rising, ordered the IIBSElmbly to perfect 
the matter. When he arrived at the Tournelles, he repented 
not having believed M. de Vieilleville ; tor, as he passed 
through the streets, he heard many murmur against the 
affit.ir, on account of the imprisonment of the counsellors, who . 
were of the best families of Paris, and administered justice 
very conscientiously to all parties."* 

The counsellor Louis du Faur was one of the magistrates 
arrested on their seats of justice. Henry placed them in the 
hands of Montgomery, the captain of his guard, and gave 
orders for their immediate trial 

The French Calvinists held their first synod at this period, 
and drew up the constitution which was to bring their 
scattered societies into union, and regulate them by one and 
the same discipline. The king was informed of this amidst 
the festivities of the marriage of his daughter Elizabeth with 
:Philip II. of Spain, widower of Mary of England. He 
swore to take a terrible vengeance on the Calvinists, whom he 
considered as rebels. His death prevented the accomplish
ment of his vow. Wounded in the eye in a tournament, by 
the lance of Montgomery, he died of the injury, after a reign 
of twelve years. He left four sons, three of whom wore 
the crown. Francis, the eldest, had married Mary Stuart, 
queen of Scotland, as celebrated for her misfortunes as for 
her beauty. 

* Vieilleville became m&r~~hal of France, and honoured his country 
by his tolerance and the nobleneea of his oharaoter. Receiving one 
day a brevet, by which tbe king granted to him and five other C 
men, amorigwhom were M.M. D'Aphem and De Biron, the OOD 
property of all the Lutherans of the countries of Guienne, LimOOiiD, 
Quercy, Perigord, Saintonge, and Aunis, the produce of which woold 
be at least twenty thousand crowns to e10h, he replied, "that he wu 
Dot willing to he enriched by such odious and •sinister means ; that he 
round no dignity in it, and still 1818 charitf. Here we should be, 
aregistered in the courts of parliament, WJth the reputation of de
vourers of the people, besides having, for twenty thoUBalld crown• eech, 
the maledictions of a number of women, maidens, and little children, 
who would die in the hospitala from the confiscations of the bodiea 1111d 
property, right or wrong, of their husbands and fathers; that would be 
darnning oUI'Belvea at too cheap a rate." Having said this, he drew hil 
dagger, and plunged it into the brevet at the spot where hi• DIDl& wu 
signed. M. D'Aphem, blushing with 1hame, drew his likewise, and cot 
through his name in the brevet. M. De Biron did no leas. And all three 
went away, without another word, leaving the brevet. for whoUII()eftr 
ohoee to pick it. up; for they threw it on the gT9Und.-.Mcmoireada 
rieilktlilk. o;g;,;,ed by Goog l e 
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The character of Henry II. was distinguished by neither 
greatness nor virtue. Intimidated by the Guises, and 
dominated by Montmorency, the slave of his mistress and 
IUs favourites, he lavished upon them the treasures of the 
sl&te, introduced still more libertinism into the court, already 
'oomrpted by his futher, plundered the people without mercy, 
'riolated the rights of the magistracy, obtained no personal 
military glory, and left the kingdom forty millions in debt. * 
The ignorance and misery of the people, the increasing 
embarrassment of the finances, the scandals of the court, 

, proselytism on one side, ancl Catholic intolerance ou the 
' other, prepared the volcanic field in which great talents and 

great ambitions met and chshed during the following reign. 
The at.ruggle lasted thirty-six years, and covered France with --• 'l'hD aum would equal 160 millio118 of the present day; money 
luiagtben more than tour times ita preiMIIlt value. 
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:Religious Wan. 

1669-15118. 

CHAPTER I. 

Reigns of Francia II. and Charlee IX. 1559-1574. 

FRANCIS lL 

FRANCIS II. ascended the throne at the age of sixteen, and 
all the vices of the law o~ Charles V., fixing the majority of 
kings at their adolescence, whilst no other law decided in 

· whose hands the regency should be placed during their 
minority, came into operation, and produced horrible calami
ties in both this and the following reign. The reigns of 
Cha.rles Vl. and Cha.rles VIII. had sufficiently proved, that 
power, during the childhood of kings, belongs to the person 
who can get possession of it. Under the reign of Francis IT., 
the Guises, princes of the house of Lorraine, and uncles of 
the young queen, Mary Stua.rt, sha.red all the authority with 
Catherine de Medici. One of them, the cardinal, was of a 
haughty and cruel disposition ; the other was the famous 
Francis, duke of Guise, whose prudence equalled his intre
pidity, who had alroo.dy rendered himself illustrious by the 
defence of Metz and the taking of Calais, and was beloved 
by the French for his great qualities. The two brothers, 
however, proved themselves equally ungrateful ~wards Diana 
of Poitiers, their benefactre88 : it was by sacrificing her that 
they purchased the fi1vour of Catherine de Medici. The 
most striking characteristic of this queen, who played so con
spicuous a part during the reigns of her three sons, was 
profound dissimulation, joined to an intriguing, demoralizing 
sph-!-t. Brought up in Italy, ~ th~~ .!itQ!tq@C9!>~ ~ 
vellis and the BorgJ&s, she put m action on the <tlirone then-
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dark and fearful policy, the weak:netlll of which was attested 
by the misfortunes of France, at the same time that they 
unveiled its infamy. The party opposed to Catherine and 
the Lorraine princes was that of Antoine de Bourbon, king 
of Navarre, and his brother Louis de Conde, both princes of 

•the blood, descended from Robert, count de Clermont, 
ymmgest son of Saint Louis ; to them likewise rallied the 
Teteran Montmorency, an opponent of the Guises, but 
without credit at the court, and disgraced by the queen· 
mother. A great number of French nobles, indignant at 
~Being all authority uaurped by the princes ot the foreign 
house of Lorraine, increased the party of the princes of the 
blood, and aecret CODfa-enoea were held at V endome, of all 
the malcontents, the aim of which was to convoke the States
Gtmeral, and wrest the power from the hands of the Guises. 
~ latter, on being informed of these hostile projects, and 
aware of the weakness of the character of Antoine de 
Bourbon, prevented the danger by intimidating that monarch. 
Upon being solicited by Catherine de Medici, Philip IL, 
king of Spain, answered, that, even if it should cost him 
forty thousand men, he would support in France the authority 
of the king and his ministers. This letter, read in tull 
council, before the king of Navarre, terrified that weak 
prince, who aocepted the mission of conducting to the 
frontiers Elizabeth of France, sister to Francis II., who was 
about w espouse the king of Spain, happy at thus escaping 
the perils of his own resolutions. 

The Guises triumphed : they hastened to effect the de
Krt1ction of Protestantism in France, and ordered· the trial 
of the counsellor Anne du Bourg to be proceeded with. 
This great cause fixed the attention not only of Paris but of 
Europe; the Protestant party was put in motion : the queen
mother received alarming advices ; several German princes 
put themselves forward in favour of the victim, and wrote 
to aave him. The Guises began to be aware that Du Bourg 
would be more redoubtable if he died a martyr to his faith 
than if he lived and abjured it, and left no means untried to 
induce him to recant. The advocate charged with his 
defence, confessed in his name that he had offended against 
God and the Church, and that he was ready to reconcile 
himself with her : the judges immediately, and without 
waiting to hear what Du Bourg would himselt say, held a 
conference to solicit pardon for him. ~~ th~;r.1 ,were 
deliberating, a note from his own hand waa 'ln'O'uglR't.Otllem. 
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Du Bourg disavowed the declarations of his advocate, and 
persisted in his faith, which be was ready to confirm by his 
blood. From that time his ruin was certain : he, however, 
was not to perish without being avenged ; his trial was fol
lowed by an aasassination ; the president, Minard, his enemy, 
and one of his judges, was killed by a pistol-shot, which 
became the sinister signal for a frightful persecution. The 
sentence of death was immediately pronounced against Du 
Bourg ; he heard it read with an heroic countenance, and 
replied by the cry of the martyrs : " I am a Christian ! I 
am a Christian I" His eloquent adieux drew tears from 
even his judges. He was executed the following day, De
cember 23rd ; he was spared the torture of the fire, being 
strangled before his body was cast into the fiames. 

The death of Du Bourg appeared to give fresh activity to 
persecution : the Cardinal de Lorraine planned, as Francis 1 
had already done, a parliamentary chamber, particularly 
charged with the punishment of the reformers. Fire wu 
the chastisement they pronounced against them, and the 
ferocity of their judgments procured their assembly the 
awful surname of the Burning Chamber (Okamhre .Ardmll). 

The peace of Cateau..Cambresis had left without employ
ment a vast number of gentlemen and soldiers, whoee only 
resource was war : a crowd of these came to the court to 
solicit, some for what was doe to them, others for pensions 
and favours. Annoyed by their demands and their misery, 
the Cardinal de LoiTaine ordered a gibbet to be erected near 
the entrance of the castle of Fontainebleau, with a threat 
that all petitioners who did not leave the court should be 
hung on the following day : they departed, but they pro
mi!ed to present the .Lorraim, as the princes of the house 
of Guise were vulgarly called, with petitions of another 
fashion. These men, among whom were many namele~~ 
people, united themselves with the lordly enemies of the 
tyranny of the Gui!es, and formed with them the party of 
the malcontent., which doubled its strength by allying itaelf 
with the Protestants. These reckoned with pride in their 
ranks the Prince de Cond6, a man of a stout heart and clear 
head, brother of the king oi Navarre, and the three brothers 
Ch&tillon, the eldest of whom, the Admiral de Coligny, of 
austere manners, steady firmness, skiliul in repairing his 
reverses, without ever despairing of fortune, was the most 
illustrious of the Prptestant leaders of France: m Andelot, 
one of his brothers, celebrated for hisJ ''brav\,~~:Hilnanded 
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t.be French infantry ; his other brother, Odet de ChAtillon, a 
slrilful negotiator, had secretly embraced the Reformation, 
aDd had married, although he was bishop of Beauvais and a 
canlinal The capacity of the three brothers, their posts 
and their alliances, soon rendered the party which adopted 
1hem as its leaders i"rmidable, and which already counted 
upon Ule tacit concurrence of the Prince de Cond6. 

An extensive plot, known in history by the name of the 
Coospiracy of Amboise, was then got up in secret by the 
eDemies of the government, Catholics as well as Protestants. 
All bound themselves by an oath to attempt nothing against 
the king, the queen, or the authority o! the laws. Their 
objeet was to carry off the king, then at Blois, to withdraw 
10m from Ule influence of the Guises, to arrest these, and to 
hriDg them to trial under an accu88tion of high treason. A 
lkilCnl, bold gentleman, named La Renaudie, was chosen as 
apJment leader of this enterprise, which he conducted with 
great ability. The real leader, only known by the name of 
Tie Dwmb Ouptain, was the Prince de Cond6. In all parts 
liuada of armed men were put in motion without being in 
the secret of the conspirators. The Guises, from some vague 
llllpiciona, transferred the com-t from the castle of Blois to 
that of Amboise : the conspirators persisted in their plot 
wRh incredible audacity. An advocate named D'A,·enell~ 
a friend of La Renaudie, revealed their designs, and whilst 
thia Dews held the court and the Guises in a kind of stupor, 
lbe conspirators, informed of the treachery, marched forward, 
and directed their course, in several separate bands, towards 
tile eutle of Amboise, on the 16th of March, 1560. The 
city was already fi1JJ!d with troops, got together in haste by 
the Guises. Coligny and Cond6 were both then at court, 
llld both found themselves the objects of extreme mistrust. 
ComU, very closely watched, received orders to defend some 
poste : contests ensued, and were unfvrtunate for the con
ipin.tors ; the Guises fell upon a crowd of men, collected by 
t.he orders of their leaders, and conspirators without knowing 
it : the party was dispersed, and the punishments began. 

Whatever name may be given to this enterprise-what.. 
ever motive may be supposed to have actuated it, it was 
cu)pable, because its object was to overturn a legal govern
lleUt by violence. N everthelesa, the barbarities exercised 
~ the captives, and the constancy they displayed, drew 
poeral interest upon them and horror u~n th~d'oml!
tiooen. The vengeances of the Guises wer~ '9~t~Ob.ous : ctne 
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waters of the Loire bore away a multitude of bodies, floatiug 
along fastened together by long poles : the streets of 
Amboise were flooded with human blood. The conspirators 
marched intrepidly to meet death : most of them were 
slaughtered before they had even heard their sentence : one 
of the principals, the Sieur de Castelnau, with fifteen of his 
companions, surrendered to the duke de Nemours, on con- , 
clition that no harm should happen to them ; the Guises · 
condemned them as well as the rest. Nemours interposed to 

·ave them in vain. Castelnau bathed his hands upon the 
scaffold in the blood of his decapitated companions, and rais
ing them towa.rds heaven, he called down the vengeance of 
God upon those who had betrayed him, and particularly upon 
the chancellor Olivier, who had condemned him. This 
latter, although secretly attached to the COIUIJiirator&, had 
been forced to minister to the vengeance of the Guises. On 
hearing the words of Castelnau, whom he loved, he w~ 
and, seized with remorse, he fell sick of an extreme melan
choly, which caused him continually to sigh and murmur 
apinst God, aftlicting hiS person in a strange and frightful 
fashion. Whilst he waa in this furious state of despair, the 
cardinal of Lorraine came to visit him ; but he would not 
look at him, and turned the other way, without replying a 
word; and wheu he knew that he was gone, he cried out, 
" Ah I cursed cardinal! thou art damning thyself; and all of 
'DB with thee." 'l'wo days after he died.* During a whole 
month.there was no cessation to beheadinga, hangings, and 
drownings. Condli himself was in danger : his courage sup
ported him ; he boldly justified himself to the king ; he by 
this silenced his accusers, but did not remove suspicions, and 
civil war appeared imminent. 

The two parties repaired in azms to Fontainebleau, at 
which place the Guises had convoked the princes and the 
principal magistrates, to contmlt upon means of maintaiDiog 
peace. In ibis assembly, Coligny useleesly presented a peti
tion from fifty thousand nligionno.\rw, as the reformers were • 
designated, who implored that they might be allowed tem
ples and permission to pray to God according to the dictates 
of their hearts. The assembly demanded a meeting of the 
States-General, and the Lorraine princes acquiesced in their 
wish. Plots were laid on both sides. Orleans was find 
upon as the place for the convocation of the States ; and 
the king repaired thither accompanied by a foJ;Dlidable reti-

"' De Vieilleville. D'g't"ed by l....:.oog 1 e 
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nue. The two Bourbon prinoea were seduced to the meeting 
by the Guises: the king of Navarre ran the risk of his life, 
in an audience granted him by Francis ll, and Cond6 was 
made priaoner. A commission named by the Guises, and 
presided over by ChrilRopher De Thou, mther of the histo
rian, condemned Cond6 to loee his head. The death of 
Francis n, who was carried off by a .languiahing diseaae, 
prevented the pnnisbment of the prince. 

This reign :finiahed under the mOIJt siniAter auspices : the 
efbta of the wiee and virtuous Michael de l'Hapital, recently 
made chancellor of the kingdom, were powerless, though \ 
euneat, to divert the storm which 'W88 ready to breaJt over 
:France. 

CIU.BLES u:. 

Charles IX. was only ten years of age when he succeeded 
Francis ll, his brother. The State&-Oeneral were then 
8111lembled at Orleans, and took but a very feeble part in 
political atraira. Catherine de Medici 81l811Dled the regency, 
by the advice of the chancellor De l'Hapita1, and acknow
ledged the king of Navarre in quality of lieutenant-general 
of the kingdom. Cond6 was liberated, and Montmorency 
recalled to court, where, nevertheless, the Guises remained 
powerful and redoubtable. 

The queen-mother finessed between the two parties, some
times supporting the Guises and the Catho1ies, and I!OIDe
timee attaching hene1f to the Proteatanta and the Bourbons 
against the Guises. These latter--named princes eought the 
protection of the stern and cruel Philip II., king of Spain, 
the firmest. champion of Catholicimn in Europe, who had 
a1ready, in the preceding reign, declared himself protector of 
the kingdom or France. The Guises felt equally the neces
sity for bringing back the constable to their side : they knew 
that in the eyes of the old warrior every interest disappeared 
before that or the Catholic religion : they made him believe 
it was in danger, and he entered into their views. The 
Marshal de St. Andr6 was likewise won over to the party of 
the Lorraine princes, and formed, in conjunction with the 
constable and Francis de Guise, a league, which received the 
name of the Triumvirate. Then an edict appeared, datoo in 
the month of July, which granted the Protestants amnesty 
for the past and ordered them to live catholicJy for the 
future, under :p_enalty of exile; dea~ ~;,l]~~~wo be 
pronounced aga.mst them. This edict onfy creat;;a_ lii'tUcon-
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tents, and was not observed. The queen endeavoured to 
reconcile Francis de Guise and Cond6 : they embraced, and 
remained mortal enemies. 

The States-General met in the course of the year at Pon
toise. The electors were assembled by province, and not by 
bailliage, and each of the thirteen provinces having named 
but one deputy of each order, thirty-nine members only sat 
in the States. They voted the election of the prelates by 
the chapters, and the abolition of the anuates, and made most 
of the public charges fall into the hands of the clergy : this 
body, dreading more rigorous measures with regard to their 
immense wealth, imposed upon themselves a tax of fifteen 
millions, which they oftered under the name of a gratuity. 
About the same time was held another assembly, celebrated 
under the name ot the Ool«Jquy of Poisii'!J. Anxious to 
display his eloquence and erudition, the Cardinal de Lonaine 
had invited the Protestant ministers, and Calvin himself; to 
open with him and the Catholic bishops, conferences, in 
which the principal points of the two religions should be 
discussed. Poissy was fixed upon as the place for this theo
logical combat. Several French cardinals, forty bishops, and 
a great number of doctors, appeared there : there were only 
twelve Protestant ministers. Calvin did not appear ; he 
sent, as his representative, Theodore Beza, the most distin
guished of his disciples. The discussion ended as all theo
logical quarrels do ; every one remained more convinced than 
he was before of the excellence of his own opinion. 

The edict of July was observed nowhere; the Protestants 
braved it openly, and assembled in a great number of places. 
Catherine de Medici then commanded all the parliaments to 
name deputies to assist in drawing up an edict more suitable 
to existing circumstances. This meeting was presided over 
by L'H6pital, who pronounced the following beautiful words : 
" Inquire," said he, " if it be not possible for a man to be a 
good subject of the king without being a Catholic, and if 
it be impossible for men who hold not the same belief to live 
in peace with each other. Do not then fatigue yourselves 
by endeavouring to ascertain which is the better religion of 
the two : we are met here not to establish a creed, but to 
regulate the state." 

The wise edict of JOtWUaii'Y was the result of the efforts of 
the chancellor. It was therein decreed that the Calvinists 
should restore the usurped churches, the Cl'081161!,~the ilpageB, 
and relics, and submit to the levy of theotenth~Cl:Jl'W'-Were 
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ordered to observe festivals and respect the external rites .ef 
the Catholic worship. They were, however, permitted te 
assemble, for the exercise of their religion, on the outside of 
cities and without arms ; and the magistrates were com
manded to see that they were neither troubled nor injured. 
The parliaments of Rouen, Toulouse, Bordeaux, and Greno
ble, made very little difficulty about registering this edict ; 
that of Burgundy ~iected it, and those of Languedoc and 
Dauphiny made a long resistance to it. This celebrated 
edict was received by the Calvinists with an enthusiasm that 
doubled their confidence, whilst the Catholics contemplated 
it in sullen, angry silence. The peace it appeared calculated 
to maintaiB between them was of very short duration : each 
party strengthened itself and prepared for war. The Guises 
had seduced to their party the king of Navarre, whom 
Philip of Spain suooessfully flattered by promising him 
Sardinia, whilst Cond6, his brother, decla.red himself openly 
head of the Protestants, to whom, also, the queen-mother 
seemed just then to incline. The Catholics, alarmed at the 
favour of Conde, recalled Guise to Pari& He hastened 
from Joinville, and happened to pass through the little city 
of V 8i!8y, in Champagne, at the moment the Protestants were 
a~~~embled at prayers and sermon. His fanatical troop fell 
upon them sword in hand ; the duke of Guise was wounded 
in the cheek in the tumult, and sixty Protestants were 
slaughtered : this maseacre became the signal for open war. 

Guise entered Paris as a conqueror, amidst the acclama
tions of the people ; Catherine, jealous and alarmed at his 
infiuence, drew closer to the Protestants, but without de
claring openly for them : the two parties watched each other 
for several days in arms in Paris, and the queen, to prevent 
the e1fusion of blood, prevailed upon their leaders, Guise and 
Conde, to quit the capital : they obeyed, but it was only iJr 
the purpoee of concentrating their partisans and preparing 
for war. 

The great captain, however, who was the firmest supporter 
of the Reformation in France, the Admiral Coligny, hesitated 
to take up arms : his brothers, the Cardinal de ChAtillon 
and Andelot, pressed him to mount on horseback ; but he 
calculated all the evils of civil war ; he thought with terror 
on the number of their adversaries, on the wealmeBB of his 
party, the greatneBB of the peril. For two days he had 
resisted all arguments and entreaties, when he W&jS-awakened 
in the night by the sobs of his wife. It waanot 'oiPh'e!i1c>wn 

T 
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account she wept, but that her husband should abandon his 
brethren in Jesus Christ, whom she could perceive were 
condemned to periah in tortures. " To be ao wise and pru
tJent for men is not to be so for God, who baa bestowed upon 
you the skill of a great captain for the aervice of his chil
dren." Coligny repeated to her the just motives for his 
fears, and added : "Lay your hand upon your bosom, 
examine your consaience well, and aee if it can digest the 
pneral disorder, the insults of your enemies, the treacheries 
of your appa.rent friends, ffight, exile, htmger, and that whieh 
iB harder to bear, that of your children, perhaps, moreover, 
your own death by the hands of the executioner, after seeiDg 
the mangled body of your hUiband exposed to the ignominy 
ef the vulgar. I give you three weeks to consider thil." 
" These three weeks are already past," replied this hen*: 
woman ; "you will never be conquered by the virtue of yaar 
enemies ; employ your own, and do not take upon your 01n1 
head the deaths of three weeks."* On the morrow, ColignJ 
let out in company with his brothers, and joined Conde 

The prince meditated getting pclBBessioo. of the peraon fA 
the king ; the triumvirate fmoestalled him ; they took the 
young IDOJiaZ'Ch from Fontainebleau, and conducted him to 
Paris, whither Catherine herself IICCOIDpaDied him. ne 
eoDSta.ble DO laager restrained his fanatical zeal j he marched 
inw the faubourgs, at the head of his troops, attacked the 
Protestant congregations, and with his own banda aet :fire to 
their ~plea, which were consumed amidst the joyous and 
ferocious cries of the populace : it was thus the first war 
was declared. Cond6, the Admiral Coligny, and his brother 
Andelot, immediately took possession of Orlea.t111, to which 
point they gathered their forces. Both sides applied filr 
foreign succour : the Guises were assisted by the kiDg of 
Spain, and purchased, at the price of the city of Turin, t.he 
.upport of the duke of Savoy ; the Calvinists negotiatec! 
with Elizabeth ; they sold Dieppe and mvre to her, and 
ealled into France a body of ~an knights, known under 
the name /Sf &ittw. A great number of nobles, in addition 
w the ChAtillons, embraced their party ; among whom were 
Antoine de Croix, La Rochefoucauld, Rohan, Montgomery, 
and Grammont ; some governed by true zeal for the :B.eb
mation, others by their hatred for the Guises and by the 
chances which a civil war always offers to the aabitioal. 

* D'AubigntS, Notice llli''~oogle 
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The army of Huguenots* or Protestants attracted admira
tion by its fine and severe discipline : in it were seen neither 
games of chance, nor women of evil life, nor marauders ; 
profane 'swearing was strictly 1orbidden ; ministers pervaded 
the companies, and kept up the religious enthusiasm which 
had drawn them together : but beneath this austere exterior 
fermented a fanaticism as dark and cruel as that of the 
~holic army. Woe to the conquered ! Woe to cities taken 
by either army I the most frightful atrocities were com
mitted in cold blood : :Beaugency, carried by assalllt by the 
Protestants, Blois, Tours, Poitiers, and Rouen, subdued by 
the Oatholics, first experienced the furies of this atrocious 
war. The city of Rouen, defended by Montgomery, the 
involuntary murderer of Henry IL, was besieged by Antoine 
de Bonrbon, king of Na.VIl.rre, who was slain beneath its 
walls : the only merit this prince can claim is having been 
the father of Henry IV. 

Of all the great cities of France which he had held, Conde 
only possessed Lyons and Orl~ when the two armies, 
commanded, one by the prince and the other by the con
stable, met near Dreux. They joined battle, and the conflict 
was most bloody. The constable commenced by charging 
impetuously ; his squadrons were broken by Coligny; Mont
morency, BUlTOunded on all sides, was taken prisoner ; the 
Marshal de St. Andre was killed whilst hastening to his aid. 
A part ·of the Catholic army took to flight, and the Pro
testants dispersed in pursuit of the conquered. Then 
Francis de Guise, till that moment mationleBB with his 
-c!avalry, taking a. rapid glance at the field of battle, ex
elaimed : "They are ours ! they are ours ! " and poured 
down at a gallop upon the astonished Protestants : this un
expected charge decided the victory : Cond6 himself was 
made prisoner. This new triumph, the captivity of the 
constable, that of Conde, with the death of Antoine de 
Bonrbon and the Manhal de St. Andri, rendered Francis of 
Guise the most powerful man in the kingd.QIIl. Named 
lieutenant-general, he hastened to march upon Orleans, the 
siege of which he closely followed up. But there was the 
termination of his BUCCeiE and hia life : a Protestant, named 
John Poltrot de M6re, assassinated him 1rim a. pistol-shot : 

* The name of Huguenots began at t.hie time to be given to the Re
formers of Frauce, and by which they designated th~ .• elves. 1.Jbe 
word come. from the German noun Eidgenolml., wbjqb,eipifiei!J~!llede
ra'-, and which t.he Swi• adopted amoug t.hellllelv!B. 
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his death was the salvation of Orleans. Guise terminated 
his illustrious career by pardoning his murderer, and by 
attempting to justify himself for the massacre of Vassy. 
The assassin, in the midst of tortures, named ColigD.y as his 
accomplice ; but his confessions varied, and the noble cha
racter of Coligny placed him beyond any suspicion of being 
concerned in an assassination. Henry, the son of Francis 
of Guise, however, received this accusative evidence as a 
proof, and vowed an implacable hatred to the admiral. 

Desolation weighed heavily upon the cities and plains of 
France ; bands of assassins or ferocious soldiers covered its 
soil ; the finances were given over to pillage, and commerce 
'was annihilated. These calamities, and particularly the 
ascendancy which the death of Guise gave Cond6, induced 
Catherine to propose peace. The prince, unknown to Coligny, 
and without obtaining sufficient guarantees, signed a treaty 
which guaranteed to the Protestant nobles t.he free exercise of 
their worship in their lordships and mansions. The citizens 
obtained liberty of conscience, but they were not allowed 
public worship, except in one city of each bailliage, and in 
places of which the Protestants were in poeaession. The 
death of the duke of Guise had placed Cond6 in a position 
to dictate the peace and obtain better conditions, and this 
-treaty, named the (J~ of .A.mboise, was received with 
indignation by Coligny, Calvin, and the Protestant leaders : 
"There is," said the admiral, "a stroke of a pen which over
throws more churches than the enemy's forces could have 
destroyed in ten years." 

The Protestant army was disbanded, and the Reitres 
returned into Germany : Catherine gave them a safe-conduct, 
and endeavou~d to have them massacred on their way. 
This period presents nothing but a series of perfidies and 
eruel vengeances. Montluc, among the Catholic leaders, and 
the Baron Des Adrets among the Protestants, distinguished 
themselves by their ferocity. "One m.ay eMily know," says 
the first in his Memoirs, "by which way he has pa88ed; /0'1' 
upon the ereea by the roadside hang his ensigns." The 
second obllked his prisoners to precipitate themselves from 
lofty towers upon the pikes of his soldiers. 

The peace was taken advantage of against foreigners. The 
constable, at the head of the remains of the Protestant 
army, drove the English out of HAvre, and the clergy paid 
the expenses of the expedition : their wealth~byJJ;w1advice 
of De l'H&pi~ was alienated to the 'annuat-~'68nt of a 
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hundred thousand crowns: this was the first time such an 
expedient was employed to provide for the exigencies of the 
state. The expenses of this year were calculated at eigh
teen millions, the receipts promised no more than eight, and 
there was a ~eficiency of forty-three millions in the treasury. 
Charles IX. was entering his fifteenth year, and was declared 
of age : Catherine preserved her power. Conde was forget
ting himaelf in the pleasures of the court, whilst the con
stable, but little favoured by the queen, endeavoured to break 
the peace, by again exciting the people to the JD888aCre of 
the Protestant& Three hundred sentences of death were, it. 
is said, signed by his hand : the queen detected and defeated 
this frightful plot. Danville, son of the constable, and 
governor of languedoc, Tavannes, governor of Burgundy, 
and several other commanders of provinces, seconded the 
projects of Montmorency. The thunders of the Vatican, 
the anathemas of the Council of Trent, the solicitations or 
foreign princes, everything excited the passions of the Catho
lics, and everything presaged that peace would be of short 
duration. Pope Pius IV. cited before him several French 
obishps accused of having embraced the Reformation : of this 
number were the Cardinal de ChAtillon, Saint Romain, arch
bishop of Aix, and Montluc, bishop of Valence, brother of 
the redoubtable captain of that name. At the same period, 
Jeanne d'Albret, queen of Navan-e, and widow of Antoine de 
Bourbon, having been accused and convicted of heresy, was, 
by a bull, declared degraded from her royal dignity, and her 
states given up to the first occupant. 

The Council of Trent drew near to ita end, after twenty
one years had passed away from its first sitting. " It slept 
so soundly," says Fra Paolo, "that nobody knew whether it 
was alive or dead." At last, just previously to its dissolu
tion, it decided some serious questions. The bishops drew 
up clear and precise canons, which defined, in an invariable 
manner, the articles of faith of the Catholics, and refused all 
concession to the spirit of the times. The council was dis
solved in December, 1563. 

In the course of' the following year, the qneen made a 
journey through the provinces of the east and south, taking 
with her the young king and all the court. .Aft'airs of state 
were quite forgotten during this tour, and ruined cities and 
devastateci countries were passed through amidst :n>joici.ngs, 
festivities, and spectacles. The duke of Alva yveB~AA villit 
the king at Bayonne, and, in a conversa~ioiidwhldli'--Weheld 
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with the queen, upon the best meana of annihilating the 
Calvinists, be pronounced a saying which has since become 
famous :-" Ten thousand frogs are not worth the head of 
one salmon." Thus pointing out bow the heads of the Pro
testant party were to be dealt with. 

Charles IX., on his return, convoked an aseembly of the 
notables at Moulins, and, by the advioe of L'Hapital, they 
issued the edict of Moulins, calcul&ied by its moderation to 
conciliate the parties. He endeavOUJ.'ed to bring together 
the Guises and the Colignys : the latter had but; too much 
reaaon for alarm : the Convention of Amboiae was every
where violated by the Catholics, and the iDfractiona remained 
unpuniahed. Catherine negotiated the destruction of the 
Protestant leaden with Philip II., and redoubled her 
injurious BUSpicions with regard to them. The creation of 
the French guards belongs to this period ; they were com
poeed of ten companies of fifty men each; the Swiss guards, 
created by Louis XI., were, at the aame time, very much 
augmented. Tbeee precautions gave umbrage to the Pro
testants ; they obtained advioe of the projects of their 
enemies, and thought of the best meana of defeating them. 
Medici auapected their design, and charged aome of her 
confidants with the fia8lt of watching the admiral They 
found him, on the 26th of September, in his usual household 
dress, gt!lling in his vintaga, and on the 28th, fifty placea were 

· in his power ! The 1ring._!Wm01t mu:pril!!l!l_a1i_.lleaceaux, by 
t Cond6, gained Meaux in great baste, and afterwwds Paris, 

I under the protection of six thousand Swiss ; the cavalry oi 
Cond6 hovered constantly around his eeoorl, and the second 
civil war was declared. The battle of St. Denis followed 
closelytheaefirst hoatilities. The advan~ remained with the 
Catholics, but it cost them very dear ; the old consW.ble J.osl; 
his life on this day. He had been famous under four reigns; 
his intolerant and fiery zeal for religion rendered him guilfiy · 
of great violences : no illustrious warrior before his time, 
had shown so much devotedness to his king. The battle of 
St. Denis produced no decisive result. 

The duke of Anjou, brother to the king, was proclaimed 
lieutenant-general of the kingdom, although be wu but 
sixteen years of age, and the Prince Casimir, of the Palatine 
hou.se, at the head of a numerous body of Reitres, joined 
the Protestants. The latter, animated by the example of 
their l~ers, despoiled themselves of their j?!els &¥d money 
to provtde the pay of these useful auiliaii.~O~ 
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lleing them in force, made. £:esh advances for peace, offering 
to allow ~e exercise of the Reformed religion, by replacing 
tile Convention of "Amboise in vigour, and to pay the 
Germans upon the restitution of the captured places. These 
tmdUicma were accepted, in opposition to the adTice of the 
priacipalleadera ; and the two parties signed a second peace 
I&Longjumeau. The people, who perceived the motives and 
tn.w the mmlts of it, gave it the name of the lll-groo;rWNl 
P~_; ~t acareely suspended hostilities, and multiplied 
-·nation& 

L'B6pital once more proffered wise and conciliating words, 
ad IUempt.ed to contend against furious punons : he waa 
dilgr800Cl. Moderate men, such as he was, received, in 
clerisioD, the name of Po~Mici<JnB, and were despised by aB. 
}llriies. IIedici henelf appeared to have given over tem
pcmmg, aDd to haw abandoned prudence : abe endeavoured,) 
1llll ill ftiD, ~~the Protestant leaders. Violent edict. 
were ~ ia!aed against the WVinists, and their worship wu 
ildadicted throughout the kingdom. They took up arms in 
all directions, and in their fury, profaned altars, devastated 
-.1 bamt churches and convents, aDd committed a thousand 
~ Briquemont, one of their leaders, excited them 
to aurder, wearing as a necklaoo a string of priests' ears 
lllllpellded round his neck : but Louis de Bourbon, duke of 
Vcwat;peD!Der, a Catholic general, excelled all others in bar
J.iait : history refuaea to describe the frightful punishment 
fl •hich he gloried in being the inventor. The Catholic 
InDY, under the command of the duke of Anjou and the 
Jfanbal de Ta?aDDes, met the Protestant &I'Dly, commanded 
J.y CoadE, on the banks of the Charente, near Jarnao. 
fllere ..,... fOught a bloody and unequal battle, 8118tained by 
tile ca'ftlry of the prince only, against all the forces of the 
~ Con<M, wounded the evening before, carried his 
- m & aca.rt and just as the battle was about to begin, a 
1'icioaa horee kicked him, and broke one of his legs. "Now, 
~ French nobles," aaid the prince to the gentlemen who 
lal'fOmlded him, " h~ is the combat ye have so long wished 
ilr: remember in what state Louis de Bourbon begins it, tor 
Clarist and his country." Thrown from his horse, Cond~ still 
cWeDded himaelf like a hero ; among those who made a. 
llllllpR't for him of their bodies, was an old man named La. 
Vergne, who, with twenty-five young men, his sons, grand
-., and nephews, fought valiantly till he . and c~1,9f 
hia )lllty were killed ; the others were 'mtCle' pd'sb'~ 
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Cond6 then surrendered, but il:pmedia.tely after came up 
M:ontesquiou, captain of the guards to the duke ot Anjou, 
and basely assassinated him by a pistol-shot. Thus died 
Louis de Cond6, scarcely thirty-nine years of age. 
• The Protestants were depreBSed, and the court abandoned 
itself to all the intoxication of triumph, when the queen of 
Navarre, Jeanned'Albret, a woman of great piety andnoble 
courage, revived the hopes of her party. • She repaired to 
Cognac, in Angoumois, where the wreck of the Calvinistic 
army W88 assembled, and brought with her Henry, her SOD, 

the prince of BCaru, and Henry, son of Louis, prince oC 
Cond6, both just sixteen years of age. Jeanne presented her
self to the soldiers, holding these two young men by the 
laand-" I offer you," said she, "my son, and I confide to you 
Henry, the son of the prince who excites our regrets. May 
Heaven grant that they both show themselves worthy oi 
their ancestors." The prince of B&.rn then immediately 
advanced and said :-" I swear to defend religion and to 
persevere in the common cause, until death or victory shall 
have restored to us all the liberty for which we fight." 
Conde announced by his gestures that a similar resolution 
animated him, and immediately the prince of &am was 
proclaimed genera.l-in-Ghie~ to the acclamations of the enny, 
1Ulder the direction of Coligny . 
. · The duke des Deux Pouts, at the head of a conaiderable 

'body of Germane, came to join the Calvinists, whose forces 
now amounted to more than twenty-five thousand meu. 
The battle of La Roche-Abeille, the first in which Henry of 
B::arn distinguished himself, was to their advantage. The 
two armies soon after tound themselves in face of each other 
near Moncontou.r, in Poitou: a simple defile separated them. 
The Calvinists were the more numerous, but they occupied a 
bad position. Coligny wished to change it, but his soldiers 
were eager to fight, and the battle began : the ca.rnage of 
the Protestants was frightful, and in half an hour, of 
twenty-five thousand men, five or six hundred only rallied 
rolmd Coligny. This warrior, setiously wounded, arose on 
this fatal day even above himself : he had recently lost his 
brother Andelot, and almost alone saved the wreck o( his 
arnty. He brought them back, with the young princes, into 
Languedoc, where Montgomery joined .them with his troops. 

* A queen having nothing of. the woman about her but her eex, her 
mind. given entirely to manly objects, a mind ~w ffi1~1i~q(reat ~ 
a hel\rt invincible to advlll'llitiea.-D'Aubig~~ 1/i#. 17~ 
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The Wvinists once again reappeared in an imposing attitude, 
aod Coligny led them upon Paris, by forced marches. On 
both sides the necessity for repose was extreme, and peace 
ftllligned at Saint Germain, where the court thtm was. 

The Calvinists, in additioa to the advantages a.ocorded by 
preceding treaties, obtained, at their choice, four places of 
lliety. They cboee Rochelle, Monta.uba.n, Cognac, and La. 
Charit6, which they undertook to restore at the end of two 
pua. Chu-les IX. almost immediately married Elizabeth of 
.A:&ia, daughter of Muirrrilian IL, and from that time 
daembled profoundly his batred for the reformers. The 
dark and malignant Philip of Spain perpetrated at the aame 
period aome atrocious cruelties upon his aubjects. The 
Moors, who composed the most industrious part of the popu
lation of Spain, had been, on a.ocount of their worship, 
:nduced to the most miserable condition ; they were, under 
Philip IT., decimated by fire and sword. The Spa.niab mon
arch, aec:ored from Musaulm.an attacks by the victory of 
lepulto, wished to extirpate heresy in biR states, and the 
Me of Alva went into Belgium, the worthy minister of his 
ivy. Philip, glorying in the awful triumphs of his general, 
DeVer ceued to excite Charles IX. to imitate him; but Charles 
ltood in no need of his counsels to become his emulator. 

Pe10e restored France to order and security ; the people 
bepn to hope that the end of their troubles was approaching. 
The condeacenaion and friendly behaviour of the court 
~ &be Protestants, instead of rendering them more circum
apect, appeared to them to be so many guarantees of a happy 
torture. Jeanne d'Albret, the young princes, Coligny, and 
the principal leaders, were invited to the court, and promptly 
ll!lpOilded to the aummons. The king was prodigal of flat
tering words of kindness. "I have you now," said be 
graciously to the admiral, " and you shall not easily leave us 
.,m." The marriage of the prince of Beam ~tb Margaret 
or valois, sister of Charles, was projected : the difference 
JX religion was an obstacle, but the king himself removed all 
difticulties. Jeanne d'Albret died in the midst of these nego
tiations. Some affirmed that she had been poisoned ; but 
litUe attention was paid to this event, at a time when death 
hy poison or the poniard seemed almost a natural manner of 
dying. The p~jected marriage was concluded between 
~ and young Henry, who, soon after the death of 
hia moth&·, aarumed the title of king of Navarre. 

Catholic troops were on their march upon llE!Ve'nl; ~ bf 
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the kingdom. The court exchanged civilities with foreign 
powers, and redoubled their attentions to the Calvinists : 
these latter remained in a state of profound aecurity. Coligny, 
upon being consulted by Charles IX., adviaed him to check 
the progress of the Spanish power by supporting li1anders, 
then in a state of insurrection against Philip. The kiug 
appeared to approve of the project, and troops were ordered 
to march in the direction of Belgium. Then Medici, &lid 
the duke of Anjou, whether they had perceived any hesita
tion in the mind of Chal-les IX., and wished to commit him 
beyond the power of retreating with the Calvinists, or 
wh~her they desired above all things to get rid of Coligny~ 
1rired an assassin named Maureval, who wounded him 
dangerously with an arquebuae. The a.dmin1 was carried to 
his home, covered with blood. Charles was playing at 
teDDis when this newB wu brought to him. "Shall I for 
ever, then, meet with fresh troubles f' said he, throwing down 
the raquet with fury. He accompanied his mother to the 
admital's abode, and loaded him with perfidious ct.re11111e11 and 
:false demoostrations of regret and indignation. 

Medici had already fixed upon the day for the moat 
appalling of crimes. Seconded by the dub of Anjou, she 
convinoed the king that the moment to strike the blow was 
come. Charles at once gave way to a bitter frenzy of pas
aioD, and exclaimed : "Perish all the Huguenots, then ; but 
let not one remain to reproach me !" 

Every means was employed to draw the greatest possible 
number of Protestants to Paris. Charles, with this view~ 
inspired them purposely with some inquietude, and gave 
them to un.deratand that it waa necetli!UY for them to be in 
force, in order to be secure from 8U1'prise or danger. They 
came to Paris in crowds, and the neceasary preparations for 
the work of blood were immediately set about. A. council was 
held at the Tuileriee, at which were preeent the queen, the 
dub of Anjou, the dub de Nevers, Henry d'Angoul~me, 
grand prior of France, Ren6 de Birague, :ma.rahal de Tavannee, 
Albert de Gondi, and the baron de &tz. The parts were 
distrilnlted, and it waa decided that the execution should 
commence with the dawn of the next day, which waa ~ 
feast of St. Bartholomew. TaVBDDes gave orders, in the pre
sence of the king, to the provost of the traders, John 
9hannon, to ann the citizen companies, asaemble them at. 
midnight at the Hotel de Ville, and to la11Dch them upqn the 
Calvinists at the first eound of the tocaimg;t;u}n 6rd~3kpre
vent confusion, the murderers were to wear a scarf on the 
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left arm, and a. white cross on their hats. At daybreak, the 
impatient Medici ordered the signal to be given by the clock 
of St. Germain 1' A uxerrois : at the sound of the dismal 
bell, the city was filled with 881!a811ins, and almost the first 
step was to surround the house of Coligny by a band of 
soldiers, led by Henry de Guise : the doors were opened at 
ihe name of the king ; the murderers ascended to the cham
ber of the admiral, and found him at prayers. "Art thou 
Coligny 1" asked their leader B&ne, threatening him with his 
sword. "Yes, I am," replied he :-"young man, you should 
~ my gray hairs." As his only reply, Heme made 
repeated cuts at him with his sword, mutilated his body, lind 
cast it into the street, where Henry de Guise awaited 
it, and trampled it under his feet. Already death, with 
frightful haste, pervaded Paris ; the Huguenots, terrified at 
ihe noise of the tocsin, issued half-naked from their dwell
ings, and perished by thousands. Tavannes, the dukes of 
ADgoul&ne and Anjou, Henry de Guise, and Montpensier 
animated the executioners to the carnage : " Bleed, bleed ! " 
cried Tava.nnes ; "physicians say that bleeding is as whole
some in August as in May." The citizens rivalled the nobles 
in ferocity : the goldsmith Cruc6 boasted of having himself 
Jcilled more than four hundred Huguenots in one day. He 
who had ordered the crime was anxious to take a part in 
the execution of it. " The king was seen," says Brantame, 
"firing from a window of the Louvre upon the Protestant 
fugitives." He then went with a brilliant train to the 
gibbets of Montfa.ucon, from one of which were suspended the 
half-consumed remains of the admiral He appeared to en
joy the spectacle, and repeated, it is said, the odious saying 
of Vitellius : " The body of a slaughtered enemy always 
BJDells well." The ladies of the court and the maids of 
honour to the queen partook of the delirium and fury of the 
executioners ; they came out from the palace to contemplate 
ihe bleeding remains of many nobles they had known, and to 
make immodest examinations of their pel'BOns. The king, 
the queen, and the courtiers, accepted from the hands of the 
assassins, jewels which had belonged to their victims. The 
massacre lasted three days in Paris, where five thousand 
persons lost their lives. On the third day, Charles IX. 
repaired to the parliament, where he had the audacity to 
justify his conduct, and the president, Christopher De Thou, 
had the servile baseness to approve of it. Royal~rde~;;: 
despatched through the provinces to command! ml:niOO 12 

' cres : Meaux, Angers, Bourges, Orleans, Lyons, Toulouse, 
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and Rouen, became theatres of horrible scenes : several 
governors, however, refused to obey. The viscount d'Orthez, 
commandant of Bayonne, wrote to the king:-" Sire, I have 
found in this city only good citizens and brave soldiers, but 
not one executioner." The count de Tendes, in Provence, 
made a similar reply : the death of both was sudden and 
premature. The young king of Navarre and Henry de 
Conde ran great risk of their lives during the :massacre. 
Charles ordered them into his presence, and cried with a 
threatening voice: "The mass, or death!" Yielding to 
neces.crl.ty, the two princes abjured in appearance, and were 
held prisoners. Such were the principal scenes of this 
t.ightful event. Rome welcomed the news with enthusiasm. 
Pope Gregory XIII. ordered cannon to be fired, and a solemn 
mass to be sung in honour of a day, of which L'H8pital said, 
whilst throwing open his doors to the 8.118&88ins, " Perish the 
memory of this excreable day." Elizabeth of England 
showed a dignified anger. When the French amb881!8dor 
came to announce and justify 'the horrors of St. Bartholomew, 
he was received by a court in mourning, and ushered into 
apartments hung with black ; the quean's demeanour but too 
plainly showing the detestation in which the crime was held. 

Medici and Charles IX. had looked for a peaceful reign as 
the result of their crimes ; but they were deceived : civil 
war broke ont, more terrible than ever, and a great number 
of Catholics embraced the Retormation from the horror 
inspired by the St. Bartholomew, as the day of massacre 
was called. The party of the Politicians rose up against the 
court, and soon some of the most illustrious nobles of France 
were seen in its ranks, two of the most conspicuous being 
Damville and Thore, sons of the Constable de Montmorency. 
Contempt and the thirst for vengeance' doubled the torcesof 
the Protestants. The weakest places even resisted the royal 
troops, whom the insurgents reviled from the tops of their 
walls : "Come on, assassins!" cried they ; "come on massa
crers I you shall not find us asleep, as you did the admiral." 
Rochelle was the principal place of the Protestants ; Charles 
felt the necessity for getting posse!!llion ot it. The duke of 
Anjou set out upon this expedition at the head of a nume
rous army, and dragged the two captive princes to the siege. 
The defence was heroic ; it lasttd six month!!, and cost the 
Catholics immense sums of money in addition ~ twenty 
thousand men. Sancerre sustained a mem9J:Rble siege : 
Montaubau, Nismes and other cities were'ein 'th~~-!ler of 
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the Protestants. A fourth peace was signed : it granted the 
reformers, in those places, most of the advantagea guaranteed 
by preceding treaties. 

The duke of Anjou bad just been elected king of Poland, 
and bad soon set out for his kingdom. An enterprise called 
du jrJ'U4'1 gras (shrove-tide), because it was undertaken in 
carnival time, was attempted the following year, to deliver 
the two princes. It partly failed, and cost the lives of La 
Mt>le and Coconnas, its authors : they were decapitated. 
The queen of Navarre and the duchess de Nevers, whose 
lovers they were, caused tht>.ir bleeding beads to be brought 
to them, and, at the sight of them, abandoned themselves to 
the most violent transports of grief and rage. Conde alone 
succeeded in escaping : Henry of Navarre was guarded more 
narrowly than ever to the death of the king. The health 
of Charles IX. declined from the St. Bartholomew. He 
often seemed a prey to a furious delirium, in which be beheld 
the spectres of his victims rise up before him. " During the 
last night of his life," says L'Etoile, "there only remained in 
his chamber two persons and his nurse, whom he loved ten
derly. When near fal1ing asleep, she heard the king moan,? 
weep, and sigh : she approached the bed softly, and having 
drawn the curtain, the king said to her with a.deep sigh, 
and weeping so violently that his 110bs interrupted'his words: 
'Ah I nurse, nune I what blood ! what murders I Ah ! 
what evil counsel I have followed I Oh, my God ! pardon 
me ! '" His own blood issued from the skin of his body, and 
inundated his bed. He died on the 30th of May, 157 4:, ail 
the early age of twenty-four. 

CHAPTER II. 

Reign of Henry III. 1574-1589. 

TIOil duke of Anjou succeeded his brother, under the name 
of Henry III. He was in Poland when Charles IX. died, 

. and Catherine de Medici once more seized upon the regency. 
One of the first acts of her authority was to order the death 
of Montgomery, the accidtmtal murderer of Henry II., who 
had been made pri1Kmer at Domfront, and was looked upon 
as one of the most illustrious leaders of the Reformers. His 
execution provoked fresh vengeances on . the r~ of tho 
Protestants. o'g''"ed by uoog l e 
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· When informed of the death of his brother, Henry quitted 
his kingdom of Poland as a deserter, and then allowed 
himself to fall asleep for four months, amidst the feetiviti~ 
with which he was greeted by the sovereigns through whose 
states he passed, scattering gold and jewels on his route. On 
arriving at Turin, he had nothing left to give ; but he ceded 
to the duke of Sa.vPy possession of the cities of Pignerol, 
&viglione, and Perouae, the only fruit France had obtained 
for all the blood shed in Italy. Henry IlL arrived at length, 
and showed himself for the first time in public at A vignon, 
in the procession called des JJateus, with Catherine de 
Medici and the Oardinal de Lorraine, all three clothed in the 
sackcloth of penitence. The king and his courtiers walked 
barefooted, with a crucifix in their hands, flagellating them
selves. The Cardinal de Lorraine was seized with a fever, 
on coming from this ridiculous ceremony, and died a,4noQ; 
immediately. No one had been more active than he in fan
ning the flames of civil war, or had proved more cruel. 
:Medici appeared to breathe more freely on learning his 
death ; but the following night she roused her women by 
uttering loud cries of terror. Upon hastening to her, they 
found her in a state of delirium : " Deliver me from that 
sight," cried she ; "the cardinal I the cardinal pursues me, 
and drags me down to hell ! " 

A fresh war broke out : the Protestants llll.W with horror 
the principal author of the St. :Ba.rtholomew on the throne, 
the man who had most aignaJi.zed himself on those execrable 
daya. Cond6 assembled his forces and negotiated with John 
Casimir, the elector palatine, to obtain a considerable rein
forcement. Several nobles of the party of the Politicians 
had joined the Protestants, among whom were, in the first 
rank, Damville and Thor6, the two sons of Montmorency. 
All on a sudden the duke of Alen90n, suspected by the 
queen since the enterprise of the jO'IIII"B ffiYU, and irritated 
against the king his brother, escaped from the court in which 
he was narrowly watched, joined the confederates, and 
appeared in &l"JXl8 before the gates of Paris. Soon after
wards, the king of Navarre, deceiving in the same manner 
the watchfulness of Medici, and tearing himself from the 
voluptuous snares with which she surrounded him, succeeded 
in e1feeting his flight, joined the two princes, and abjured 
Catholicism in their camp, where he found Prince Casimir 
at the head of a numerous body of troops. He!!IY III. had 
aJready signed a truce with the confederate3, :ehe<balic~ 
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to deli\""er up to them six cities, and to pay the garrisons of 
them, they being under the orders of the duke of A.lenCJOn 
and the Prince de Cond6. 

Amidst so many agitations and perils, it is difficult to 
describe the unworthy life which the efteminate monarch 
then led at Pari& He divided his time between boundless 
debaucheries and the minute practices of a puerile devotion: 
11111T01lilded by young favourites whom he named his minions, 
and dissolute women, sometimes he caused to be borne before 
him the shrines of aaints, which he followed in the habit of 
a penitent, mingling obscene buffooneries with the litanies of 
the Church ; sometimes he frequented places of debauchery, 
J'eciting, to the lights of their orgies, his chaplet of death'a
heads ; he frequently wandered through the streets, or 
100ght, from door to door, with the queen his wife, for little 
dogs, monkeys, and paroquets, of all which both were paa
aiowAely fond. Some historians have said that Henry III. 
p1ll'IJWlCl a profoundly ,combined plan amidst all these shame
ful disorders ; that the book of Machiavelli was his gospel, 
.sad that he wished to subdue the highest claas by all the 
aednctions of vice. However it may be, his mother, in this 
respect, afforded him both precept and example, by sur
rounding hersell with maida of honour akilled in the arts of 
seductioD, to lure all those whose ambitioD abe wished to 
~ell 01' whoae resentments abe wished to stifle. Although 
entirely without religious faith, abe believed in witchcraft; 
.sad sorcery : utrologers, particularly cme of them, Cosmo 
de Ruggieri, were in high favour at the court. A. power 
wu attributed to these impostors of inilicting death by 
prickiDg the hearts of waxen figures, over which they uttered 
mysterious words. The practices of an absurd devotion 
were mingled with the poisonings and disaoluteness of this 
infiunoua court : enjoyment was the reward of crime ; and 
Mugaret of Valois, worthy of her mother and her brother, 
purchased in this manner the death of Dugast, her enemy 
and one of the favourites of the king, who saw him poniarded 

• at his feet, and neglected to punish the 8811881lin. 
Catherine de Medici alone evinced spirit in. the kiDg's 

pariy. At the head of her ladies, whom she termed her 
Jl1ti.ng tquadron, she repaired to the camp of the confederates, 
and quicldy aeduced her son, the duke of A.len\)On, whose 
~ she tripled. He from that time assumed the title 
of the duke of A.njou, and quitted the party of pbe ~orm
en. The queen was lavish in the hopes sheehehliOii'tg!G the 
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other leaders : they separated to go into cantonments, the 
king of Navarre in Guienne, Conde in the environs of 
Rochelle, Damville in Languedoc, at the head of the Poli
Rqu,es, and Prince Casimir upon the frontiers of Champagne. 

The disgraceful conduct of the king rendered him con
temptible even in the eyes of his own party, and made 
violent zealots forget his exploits on the St. Bartholomew. 
For a length of time separate leagues had been formed in 
the provinces for the defence of the Catholic religion ; they 
now united into one great one, under the name of the Holy 
Trinity. The apparent aim of this league was the mainte
nance of Catholicism, the safety of the king, and the destruo
tion of the Protestants ; but its authors in secret proposed 
to bring to judgment and death the duke of Anjou, as a. 
punishment for the support he had lent the Reformers ; to 
depose the unworthy Henry III., a deaoendant of the 
usurper Hugh Capet, and confine him for life in a cloister : 
and, lastly, to transmit the crown to .Henry de Guise, sur
named ~ Ba.lfre, son of the great Francis de Guise, who, 
they said, was descended from Charlemagne. Some of the 
words of the formula of the oath were thei!El : " We engage 
ourselves to employ our wealth and our lives for the sucoess 
of the holy union, and to pursue to t.he death all who ahall 
oppose it. As soon as po!lllible, a leader ahall be elected, 
whom all the confederates ahall be bound to obey. Such as 
will not join the holy union ahall be treated as enemies, and 
be pursued with fire and sword. In all disputes that may 
arise among the confederates, the leader shall decide, and 
recourse ahall never be had to the ordinary magistrates 
without his consent." Thns the leaguers transferred all 
royal power to their future chi~ who was to be the duke de 
Guise. Pope Gregory XIII. encouraged this league, and 
Philip II. promised to support it with both men and money. 
It was already formidable when Henry III. was made • 
acquainted with its existence, and learnt the objects of the 
association ; and it was amidst the plots of the leaguers and 
the threats of the confederates that he called together the 
Statea-General at Blois, in 1576. He opened it by a speech 
full of dignity. The States, in which the Protestants were 
not represented, required that one religion alone should be 
tolerated in France ; they wished for war, and yet they 
refused to furnish the king with money to carry it on. Most 
of the deputies were attached to the league. The ~ by 
the counsels of his mother, ciroumvente.!LtbeiDcplCb~ and 
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disappointed the hopes of Henry de Guise, by declaring 
himself the head of the holy union. A formula was drawn 
up : the monarch swore to it, made the States accept it, and 
ordered that it should be signed at Paris and throughout 
France. On learning this news, the duke de Guise, who 
was absent, hastened to join the confederates, and urged the 
necessity for immediate war. For want of money, they 
were at first compelled to negotiate, but two Catholic armies 
were s6on in the field, the one under the duke of Anjou, 
and the other undet• the duke de Mayenne, brother of Henry 
de Guise. Several places were taken from the confederates, 
and Damville and his partisans, the politiq:uu, were detached 
from them by means of intrigue. These successes and this 
defection were followed by a fresh peace, for which the cele
brated edict of Poitiers and Bergerac had paved the way. 
By this edict, Henry III. granted the Protestants the publie 
exercise of their worship in every chief place of a bailliage, 
and in every royal jurisdiction, except Paris ; it restored to 
them their privileges as citizens, with a right to charges 
and dignities, approving their actions as useful to the state ; 
gave them separate judges in each parliament, and granted 
them nine places of safety. In addition, the king permitted, 
on certain conditions, the marriage of priests, he condemned 
the St. Bartholomew, and proscribed the League. 

The edict of Poitiers, shortly afterwards confirmed by tha 
treaty of N6ra.c, might have pacified the kingdom, if the 
king had in the least attended to the execution of it ; but 
the moment he was relea.'!ed from the fears and cares of war, 
:he again plunged with increased avidity into his disgraceful 
pleasures. All bounties, all dignities were lavished upon his 
minions, from whom he strangely required at the same time 
infamous personal debasements and acts of ferocious courage. 
A mad vertigo took possession of the whole court, in which 
time seemed to be divided among prostitution, duels, and 
murders. The king rendered extravagant honours to the 
memory of two of his favourites, Quelus and Maugiron, ~h 
killed in duels by the duke de Guise ; another, named Saint 
M6grin, was assassinated by the duke de Mayenne ; whilst 
Bussy d'Amboise, an audacious and sanguinary man, a fa
vourite of the duke of Anjou, and a mortal enemy of the 
minions of the king, was seduced into an ambuscade and 
murdered. All these murders remained unpunished : the 
king sold his clemency ; the scaffold was only (prepar~d for 
the people or the Huguenots, and it wiiS ''Ueeb1~~abt of 
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management and a thing to be laughed at, to think of being 
condemned for an assassination. The duke de Villequier 
stabbed his wife, who had repulsed the guilty wishes of the 
king, and was made governor of Paris. Licentiousness had 
no bounds or check, and debauchery of the most disgusting 
kind presided at the festivities of the queen-mother, in which 
Henry III., himself disguised as a woman, affected to imitate 
the language and effeminate carriage of the sex whose cos-
tume he wore. 

Under one frivolous pretext or another, war soon broke 
out again in all parts. The intrigues of gallantry, which in 
part occasioned it, caused it to be named the War of tk Looera. 
Henry IIL wrote to the king of Navarre, in the hope of 
making a schism between him and his wife Marguerite ; he 
however did not succeed, and the Navarrese answered him 
by the heroic capture of Cahors. Conde soon appeared in 
arms in Languedoc, ready to succour him. A peace advan
tageous to the Reformers was signed, the following year, at 
Fleix, by the intervention of the duke of Anjou, whom 
Henry III. promised to second in his views upon Belgium. 
Philip II. had just obtained possession of Portugal, and all 
ltis forces were then employed in subduing the Low Coun
tries, and in contending with the celebrated prince of Orange, 
William the Taciturn, who had wrested the northern pro
"\"inces from the Spanish tyranny. The great captain Alex
ander Farnese succeeded, in quality of governor of this 
country, to Don John of Austria, the victor ot Lepanto; the 
Flemings were reduced to extremity, and implored the assist
ance of the French Protestants. The duke of Anjou, to 
whom Queen Elizabeth had given hopes of her hand, might, 
by this marriage, secure them the assistance of England : 
they proclaimed him count of Flanders and duke of Brabant. 
Profiting by the peace of Fleix, and backed by the consent 
of Henry III., this duke recruited an army among thf) 
reformers of France. With it he delivered Cambrai, and 
obtained possession of Ecluse. His natural disposition then 
began to show itself; he exercised despotic power in Flan
ders, chastised such cities as ventured to oppose his preten
sions, and stained himself with blood in the massacre of the 
citizens of Antwerp, executed by his orders. Driven out by 
the very people who had called him in, he retired to his own 
domains and died. A month later, the illustrious William 
of Orange perished at Delft, assassinated byGthe hand of 
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:Balthazar Gerard, the fanatical emissary of Philip II., 
who loudly applauded this murder after having purchased 
it. 

The Iring of Navarre became, by the death of the duke 
of Anjou, next heir to the throne,* but, in the eyes of the 
people, his religion rendered him incapable of occupying it. 
This circumstance revived the a11dacity and efforts of the 
League. Henry III., although in the vigour of his age, was 
supposed to be incapable of having children, and the zealous 
Catholics turned their eyes towards the old cardinal Charles 
of Bourbon, uncle of the king of Navarre: they availed 
themselves of his name until they should be able to throw 
off the mask, and declare openly for the duke de Guise. 
This prinoe again placed himseU boldly at the head of the 
League; nevertheless he hesitated to begin the war : Philip II. 
determined him to do so. This monarch knew that the 
revolted Flemings had offered to acknowledge themselves 
subjects of Henry III., and that the best means of depriving 
them of the support of France was to foment the interior 
troubles of that kingdom : · he therefore excited Henry of 
Guise by both promises and menaces. Paris became the 
focus of the League, and from this centre the leaguers 
extended ramifications through the whole of France. They 
made the preacher~~ thunder from their pulpits denunciations 
against the heresy of Henry of Navarre, and against the 
disgraceful life of Henry III. ; they posted up in all the 
streets representations of the frightful punishments to which 
the Catholics, they said, would be given up if the heretic 
prince became king. The people, rendered furious by these 
means, called for war and the extermination of the Calvinists. 
The League addressed Pope Sixtus V., who fulminated a 
bull of excommunication against the king of Navarre, and 
declared him incapable of succeeding to the throne. Terri
fied by the popular effervescence, Henry III., after long 
hesitations, deemed it politic to connect himself with the 
duke de Guise. He had the weakness, by the treaty of 
Nemo11r11, to admit all his pretensions: he interdicted, under 
penalty of death, throughout his kingdom, the exercise of 
any other religion but the Roman Catholic, surrendered the 
places of safety to the duke, and took foreign troops into 
his pay. The Calvinists almost immediately resumed their 

• HenlY of Nan.rre Willi descended in a direct line from Robert de 
Clermo~h aon of Saint Louis. . . . Gooole 
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arms, and this eighth war was named the War of the three 
Henries. 

The princes of Conde and Conti, La. Rochefouca.uld, Rohan, 
the four brothers Laval, the intrepid La Noue, La Tre
mouille, Roquelaure, and Biron drew their swords for Henry 
of N a.varre ; the faithful Rosni sold his woods and brought 
the produce, through a. thousand perils, to the feet of 
Bourbon. This prince, after having, to spare the blood of 
the people, vainly proposed to his enemies to call a. meeting 
of the States, or to decide the question by a. council or a 
duel, astonished them by his skilful manmuvres, a.nd caused 
his authority to be acknowledged in several provinces of the 
south. But Conde was less skilful and leSB fortunate ; he 
marched rashly to meet the Catholics, who were, beforehand, 
on the other side of the Loire ; he was not able to pass that 
river, a.nd his army dispersed without fighting. The brilliant 
duke de J oyeuse, the favourite of Henry III., commanded 
the Catholic army ; he met the Calvinist troops of Henry of 
Bourbon near Coutras, in Perigord. A multitude of young 
courtiers had followed J oyeuse, and their armour glittered 
with gold and precious stones : Henry had nothing but iron 
and steel to oppose them with. Before the action, a. minister 
of the gospel issued from the ranks, a.nd represented to the 
young king of Navarre that he had brought trouble into a 
worthy family by criminal connection ; that he owed the 
public reparation (or this scandal to his army, and the 
humble avowal of his fault to God, before whom, in an instant 
perhaps, he would have to appear. Henry confessed to the 
minister Cha.ndieu ; and sa.id to the nobles of his court, who 
endeavoured to dissuade him from it : " We cannot be too 
humble before God, or too brave before men." He then, 
with his Protestant soldiers, fell on his knees, the pastor pro
nouncing the prayer. J oyeuse, at the head of the Catholic 
army, upon seeing this, cried out : "The king of Navarre is 
frightened!" "Not so," replied La.vardin, "they only pray 
when they are resolved to conquer or die." ~enry arose; 
he animated his troops by gesture and voice, and turning to 
Conde, Conti, and the count de Soissons, his cousins, sa.id : 
" To you I sha.ll say nothing, except that you are of the 
blood of Bourbon, and, by the living God ! I will prove to 
you that I am your elder brother." The battle was imme
diately begun, the whole army of J oyeuse was destroyed, 
and he himself perished fighting. Henry, after his victory, 
showed himself as humane and generolf~;t.a.S oyife-<tl~i l£een· 
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brave during the action; but he failed to take advantage 
of his triumph, and wasted both his time and the oppor
tunity in the indulgence of pleasures. A German army 
which he endeavoured to join, was repulsed by the duke of 
Guise, and his own was dispersed from want of pay. The 
prince de Cond6 survived this victory but a very short time : 
he died by poison. 

Elizabeth, the Protestant queen of England, at this period 
tarnished her glory by ordering the execution of Mary 
Stuart, widow of Francis II., and Catholic queen of Scotland, 
who, flying from her revolted subjects, had sought an RSYhun 
in the states of her rivaL Elizabeth could neither pardon 
her the superiority of her personal charms, nor her assump
tion of the title of queen of England : she detained her a 
prisoner nineteen years, and finished by sending her to the 
scaffold. The tragical death of this queen, the sister-in-law 
of the king of France, contributed, as much as the defeat of 
Coutras, to increase the fierce zeal of the leaguers, and their 
contempt for Henry IIL This prince bestowed the fortunes 
of Joyeuse upon his favourite D'Epernon, and gave himself 
up with renewed earnestness to his frivolous occupations. 
His present fancy was the study of grammar, and he passed 
his time in declining nouns and conjugating verbs, sur
rounded by. his dogs, his pa.roquets, and his minions. Henry 
de Guise, however, as prudent as he was brave and ambitious, 
always skilful in profi.tinJ by his advantages, advanced in 
public favour, and the League redoubled its audacity. The 
faction of the ai:Ueen began to render itself particularly 
redoubtable. Paris was then governed by a municipal 
regime ; the burgesses guarded the walls and the l'rinci al 
posts ; the echevinll were intrusted with the keys o 1e 
gates. A species of council was established in each of the 
sixteen quarters of the city, in which the interests of the 
Jwly u-nion were the chief objects : after their meetings, the 
head of the assembly went to gi>e in his report to the 
general council of the League. Each of these chiefs was 
moved by the same passions ; and having the same interests 
to sustain, they becante united, and thus formed the famous 
council of the sixteen, of which Bussy le Clerc, an ancient 
master-at-arms, was one ef the most ardent members. They 
got up a great many plots against Henry III., but being 
constantly betrayed by one of the conspirators, named 
Nicholas Poulain, they failed in all their ~roje~08'Jl~ng, 
perfectly informed of all their intentions, 9~n('f'aware<6t theiL· 
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power, and secretly pressed by Henry of Navarre to join his 
party, entertained the idea of seeking refuge in his army ; 
then, all at once forming a bold resolution, he forbade Guise 
to approach Paris. But such was the poverty of the 
treasury that he could not obtain twenty-five crowns to pro
vide a. courier to send to the duke : the king's letter waa 
forwarded by the post, and the duke denied the receiving 
of it. 

Summoned by the leaguers, Guise entered Paris amidst 
the acclamations of the multitude ; his feeble escort was 
speedily increased by an idolatrous crowd, eager to see him 
and to touch either his person or his clothes : the people 
named him the new Gideon, the new MachabeU& "France," 
says an historian of the time, "was mad after that man." 
He alighted from his horse at the palace of the queen-mother, 
who conducted him, without guards, to her son at the 
Louvre. The king deliberated whether it would not be 
better to have him poniarded at once. Colonel Alphonse 
offered his arm, but Henry hesitated. " Why are you come 
here against my orders¥" said he, on perceiving the duke. 
Gnise pretended to have been ignorant of them, and replied 
that he came to justify himself against the calumnies of 
which he waa the object ; but, alarmed by the fierce and 
menacing looks of the persons present, he bowed .to the king, 
and departed with his best haste. On the morrow he came 
again to the Louvre, but well accompanif!d, and more disposed 
to give law than to receive it. He demanded that an exter
minating war should be made upon the Huguenots, and that 
the favourites, D'Epemon, La. V alette, and all suspected per
sons should be driven from the court. The weak monarch 
consented to his demands, upon condition that the duke would 
assist him in purging Paris of strangers, and people with no 
obvious means of living. Guise promised to do so, and the 
peoEle murmured loudly. The king called upon his nobility 
to attend llim in arms, and ordered four thousand Swiss to 
march to Paris. They entered with their arms displayed 
and colours flying. The sight of them rendered the people 
furious, and excited a. general rising ; the streets were quickly 
unpaved, and the windows supplied with stones ; chains were 
extended across the streets, and behind them the multitude 
formed a. tllousand miscellaneous barricades ; the royal troops 
found themselves invested and attacked on all sides, without 
a hope of either retreat or safety. The terrified,king desired 
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that the duke de Guise should be supplicated to check the 
disorder, and prevent the efiilsion ot blood. 
· " They are wild bulls broken loose," coolly replied the 
duke;" I cannot restrain them." At length when he judged 
that the moment for action was arrived, he quitted his hotel 
and showed himself to the people, with a. riding-wand only 
in his hand. At the sight of him the crowd abandoned 
themselves to frantic transports, and the barricades a.ll fell 
before him. Guise in this manner penetrated to the posts 
of the unfortunate Swiss, put an end to the combat, opened 
a. road for them, and saved their lives. Catherine de Medici 
hastened to the scene of acti()n, being carried over the 
barricades till she reached the spot where Guise was. She 
at once attempted to negotiate with him : he demanded that 
the claims of the Bourbons should be denied, that the 
lieutenant-generalship of the kingdom should be conferred 
upon him, that the places of safety should be in his hands, 
that money should be given to him, and that the war should 
continue. Catherine prolonged the discussion as much as she 
could, and before it was terminated, the duke was informed 
that the king had fled from Paris. At this unexpected 
intelligence :-" I am a dead man, madam," said he ; " the 
king is gone in order to destroy me." Henry III. had taken 
advantage of the tumult to leave Paris at full ga.llop, and did 
not think himself in safety till he reached Chartres, where 
he was joined by his troops and his court. This famous day, 
in which the people gave up Paris to the duke of Guise, is 
D&ID.ed in history t'M Batik of th6 BOII'ricadu. 

Guise took advantage of his victory by exercising the 
functions of king before assuming the title. He assembled 
the people, caused new city officers and other ca.pta.ins•to be 
created, and then begged the first president, Achille de 
Harlai, to assemble the Parliament in order to devise with 
him measures suitable to circumstances. But this magis
trate only replied to his demands by these bold and severe 
words : "It is a. great pity when the servant drives out the 
master ; as for the rest, my soul is in the hands of God, my 
heart is with the king, and my body in the power of the 
wicked." Guise persisted. " When the majesty of the 
prince is violated," boldly resumed Harlai, "the magistrate 
has no longer any authority." The president Brisson proved 
more flexible, and lent himself to the views of the duke de 
Guise. This prince, however, having failed ~-his pr ~ect of 
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getting possession of the king's person, endeavoured to dispel 
all BUSpicion of ·violence : he was not willing that it should 
be attributed to him, that he had driven away his master 
before it was in his power to crush him. He endeavoured 
then, secretly encouraged by Catherine, to subdue the anger 
of Henry, and he inspired the people with the same idea. 
The Parisians, well acquainted with the king's love of pro
cessions, imagined the plan of conducting one as far as 
Chartres, and tho heads of the League gave in to the faDcy. 
Their fiery friends, the monks of all orders, the most disso
lute women, every one clothed as a penitent, were desirous of 
forming . part of this extravagant procession. Henry de 
J oyeuse, a courtier turned monk, marched at the head, 
under the name of Brother AngeL A Capuchin was on each 
side of him, the oue representing the Virgin, and the other 
the Magdalen. Brother Angel, with great difficulty, bore 
an enormous pasteboard cross, and four vigorous satellites 
flagellated him whenever he exhibited any signs of weakness. 
Trumpets and clarions announced and accompanied the 
march of this strange train. The frivolous monarch, con
trary to general expectation, evinced nothing but disgust, 
and beheld only rebels in these pretended penitents. Never
theless Henry consented to treat with the duke, and the 
negotiations continued : the fumous edict of union appeared, 
and the king seemed to have delivered himself up to his 
enemy. He engaged by this edict, to exterminate the· 
heretics to the last one ; he disinherited Henry of Bourbon 
of his right to the crown, named Guise generalissimo with 
absolute power, and abandoned the places of safety to him 
for several years. 

These concessions were only cloaks to the designs of the 
king. He had already formed a. strong resolution, and to 
accomplish it, convoked the States-General afresh at Blois. 
Henry of Guise and his brother the cardinal boldly presented 
themselves at this assembly. Most of the deputies belonged 
to the League, and in the opening sitting, during the king's 
speech, all eyes were turned upon the duke de Guise as the 
true king. His project, which he scarcely deigned to dis
guise, was to depose the weak Henry and to cause himself 
to be proclaimed in his place. His pride took delight in 
hearing his imprudent friends compare him to PepiJ\, whilst 
they stigmatized the monarch with the name of faimam 
king. ~~ sister, the .violent duchess de Montpepsier, t~
ported w1th rage agamst Henry III., wore 'a.cpau"l()f..lg&Jaen 
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scissors in her girdle, delrtiined, as she said, to make the 
monkish crown for the new Chilperic. These rash speeches 
were reported to the 1..-ing, who, without consulting his 
mother, formed a violent but decisive resolution. He com
municated with his enemy, and whilst sharing with him the 
host at the holy table, swore to him in public friendship for 
the future and oblivion for the past : he had at that moment 
secretly resolved his death. Henry stood in need of a mur
derer : he cast his eyes upon the forty-five gentlemen of his 
guard, and sounded the brave Crillon, their leader. This 
noble soldier refused characteristically ; he offered to chal-
lenge the duke of Guise to single combat ; he would strike 
him, at the peril of his life, but not as an assassin. Henry 
commanded secrecy. Loignac offered himself: the king 
depended upon his hand. The hour and the day were fixed, 
but secret rumours circulated ; the partisans of Guise were
alarmed at the menacing intelligence that reached them from 
all parts. One day he found a note under his plate, which 
informed him of the designs of the king. Without troubling 
himself, he wrote underneath : He would not dare, and threw 
the note under the table. The next day, the 23rd of Decem
ber, he appeared at the council ; the door was closed, the 
guard took their arms, and an officer informed him that the 
king wished to see him in his apartment. He directed his 
steps towards the Iring's closet ; he had scarcely entered, 
when Montlhery, one of the forty-five, plunged his poniard 
into his breast, crying: "Traitor, thou shalt die for it."· 
Others threw themselves upon him and struck him : Loignac 
plunged his sword into his reins. Finding himself wounded 
behind, the duke cried out : "Misf:ricorde I" " and well he 
might," says the historian of the times, his sword entangled 
in his mantle, and his legs confined, he nevertheless con
tinued to drag his assassins from one end of' the chamber to 
the other. He staggered along, with his arms extended, his 
eyes sightless, his mouth open, as if already dead. He sunk 
upon the bed of the king. The Cardinal de Guise, seated at 
the council-table with the archbishop of Lyons, heard his 
brother crying out upon God for mercy: "Ah I" he ex
claimed," they are killing my brother!" And as he rose in 
great trepidation, Marshal D'Aumont, with his hand upon 
his sword, said to him, " Do not stir, sir, the king has busi
ness with you too." The cardinal and the archbishop were 
immediately transferred to the tower of Mou~. 0 I 

After the event Henry came out of" lli'sd 8lose t8 ~rvey 
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the body of his victim. He trampled it under his feet, as 
Guise had trampled upon the body of Coligny. He oontem
plated it tor a moment, and said : "My God I how large he 
is! he appears larger dead than living!" L'Etoile reports 
that he pushed the body with his foot a second time, and 
said to Loignac : " Does he appear to you to be dead, Loig
nac ~" The latter, taking the body oy the head, replied to 
Henry of Valois : " I believe he is, sire." " And,'' continues 
the chronicler, " I think that if M. de Guise had only 
breathed once when he was kicked, the king would have 
fallen down with fright by the side of him." All the reJ.a,.. 
tions and friends of De Guise that could be found were 
arrested, and on the fullowing day, the cardinal, his brother, 
was asea.ssinated in the tower of Moulins. Seeing his mur
derers enter, he threw himself npon his knees, covered his 
head, and said : " Perform your office." He was despatched 
with halberts. 

Such was the bloody catastrophe of the States of Blois. 
Catherine de Medici only survived the Lorraine princes a 
few days. Faithful to her custom of seeking strength where 
she thought it was to be found, she had never completely 
broken with them, and, perhaps, had betrayed her son more 
than once for the sake of securing to herself the homage and 
support of the Guises. Their death greatly disturbed her 
mind ; on learning it, she said to the king : " It is well cut 
out, my son, but it will require stitching." Henry profited 
ill by this advice; he remained undecided, he did not march 
upon Paris, where the storm was brewing, and again swore, 
in the States, to the edict of union, before he dissolved them. 
He allowed several prisoners of great importance to escape. 
His two most redoubtable enemies, the dukes of Mayenne 
and Aumale, brothers of the assassinated Guises, were tree, 
although they had been closely pursued, and they hastened 
to endeavour to rouse the people and the army. 

The rage of the Parisians stood in no need of being 
excited : the news of the sinister event of Blois provoked the 
explosion of their hatred and their fury. Fanatical preach
ers, at the head of whom was the cure Lincestre, thundered 
in the pulpits against the assassin, and pronounced anathemas 
upon his head ; children, women, bali-naked men, went in 
procession with wax-lights in their hands to the cemetery 
of the Innocents. When there they extinguished their 
lights, and were heard to exclaim : " Thus be extinauished 
the detestable race of the valois ! ., o;g;t;,ed by L.ocfg l e 
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The duke de Mayenne was proclaimed lieutenant-general of 
the kingdom ; the powers of the Sixteen were confirmed ; the 
furious Bussy le Clerc, governor of the :Bastille, confined in 
that prison most of the members of parliament who were 
-enemies to these disorders, and a new parliament was in
stituted : from that time all hopes of conciliation with the 
party of the Guises were at an end for Henry III. 

Pope Sixtus V. redoubled the audacity of the enemies of 
the monarch, by refusing to give him absolution for the mur
der of the cardinal, and excommunicated him by the famous 
bull In Oa:na Domim Upon the point of being invested by 
Mayenne in the city of Tours, Henry had only one resource 
left, and he seized it, by uniting himself with Henry of 
Navarre, whom he had so recently disinherited. "Against 
the thunders of Rome," llll.id the king of Navarre to him, 
" there is no other remedy but to conquer ; you need not 
doubt that you would then incontinently be absolved; but 
if you are conquered, you will remain excommunicated, 
admonished, ay, reprimanded more strongly than ever." 
The interview of the two monarchs took place in the castle 
of Plessia-lez-Tours: the franknees and loyalty of the king 
of Navarre soon gained the confidence of Henry IlL and 
touched his heart. After a glorious succeBB at I.e. N oue at 
Senlis, the united monarchs marched upon Paris. Bourbon 
established his camp at Mendon, and Henry pitched his 
tents upon the heights of St. Cloud, from which spot, whilst 
contemplating his capital, he exhaled his anger in these 
words : " Paris, thou head of the kingdom ! but a head too 
large and too capricious, thou reqnirest bleeding, as does all 
France, to cure thee of the frenzy which thou communicatest to 
it." Time and strength were wanting to allow him to execute 
his threat. The monks, the Jesuits, and the cur~s preached 
regicide loudly in all the pulpits of Paris. A miserable en
thusiast, named Jacques Clement, rendered fanatically mad 
by them, and likewise by the duchess de Montpensier, who, 
in her delirious hatred, drew from him a promise of murder, 
took an oath to assassinate the king. This wretch repaired on 
the 1st of August to the camp of Henry III. and requested 
to speak to him. When admitted into the tent, he fell on 
his knees, presenting a petition to the monarch, and, at the 
seme time, plunged a knife into his bowels. The king drew 
the weapon from the wound, and with it struck the assassin 
on the forehead, who was immediately massacr<>tl b:ve the guards. D1Q1t1z_ed by Gutl6 '1( 
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When informed of the event, Henry of Navarre hastened 
to him from his quarters at Mendon. The Iring's recovery 
was not despaired of, and Bourbon left him after a friendly 
interview. The physicians, however, soon declared the wound 
mortal, and Henry IlL prepared for death ; he received 
absolution, and ordered all the doors to be thrown open, and 
the nobility to be introduced. He exhorted his officers to 
recognise as his successor the king of N a.varre, the legitimate 
heir to the throne, without heeding the difference of his 
religion, and then expired at the age of thirty-eight, after a 
reign of fifteen years. Henry de Bourbon returned with all 
possible speed, to receive the adieux of the dying king, but 
it was already too late. As be entered St. Cloud, with 
twenty-five gentlemen, among whom were Rosni, D'Aubigne, 
and La. Force, they heard this cry in the streets : " We are 
lost, the king is dead ! " They advanced and met the Scotch 
guard, who fell at the feet of Henry of Navarre, saying: 
"Sire, you are now our master." Biron, Bellega.rde, Dam
pierre, and several others, immediately came to salute him 
as Henry IV. ; but when removed to scarcely ten paces from 
him, they whispered to each other : " Better surrender to all 
sorts of enemies than endure a Huguenot king."• This 
expression explains all the difficulties of the new reign. 

Thus in the person of Henry III. the branch of the 
Valois became extinct ; it ha.d reigned two hundred and 
sixty-one years, and had given thirteen kings to France. 

CHAPTER III. 

From the death of Henry III. to the peace of Vervins and the 
promulgation of the Edict of Nantes. 1589-1598. 

THIS history must have too often saddened the reader by 
depicting the fate of a people abandoned to weak, unskilful, 
or sanguinary hands. These painful emotions are about to 
be, for a time, suspended, and give place to admiration and 
love for a king the most truly French that ever occupied the 
throne. Henry IV. prepared himself to reign ; he was. 
worthy of his high mission : it was to him Providence 
reserved the double task of restoring peace to his country 
and c~g its deep wounds. 

This prince bad been brought up by his pious and noble 
mother, Jeanne d'Albret, in the fear of God, and in principles 

* Sully, Et»nnm~ royalu.-D' Aubigft~~ebOO li. og I e 
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4lf virtue. Snatched away when quite young by her from 
the corruption of the court of Charles IX., he passed his 
tender years in the mountains of Bearn, surrounded by com
panions of his own age. He became acquainted with men 
by living from his childhood among them ; it was thus he 
learnt to love them and to have consideration for them. 
Passing through the ordeal of adversity at an early period 
()f his life, he knew how to endure it with courage and con
quer it by perseverance. No prince was ever in a more 
difficult position than his was after .the death of Henry of 
Valois. He had arrayed against him the League, the 
anathemRS of the pope, the gold of Philip of Spain, and the 
half of his own army. Scarcely had his predecessor yielded 
his last breath, than he was subjected to a very hard trial. 
The Catholic leaders held a council, and declared to the 
king, by the mouth of D'O, superintendent of the finances, 
that the moment was come to choose between the paltry 
state of a king of Navarre and the lofty position of a king 
of France ; but that if he wished to reign over the kingdom, 
he must become a Catholic. The king changed countenance 
a.t these words, but quickly recovering himself, he energeti
ca.lly uttered this noble answer : " Among the astonishments 
to which the will of God has subjected us during the last 
twenty-four hours, I receive one from you, gentlemen, that I 
did not at all expect. Are your tears already exhausted ~ 
The memory of your loss and the prayers of your king, are 
they in the space of three short hours entirely dispersed, 
together with the respect that is due to a dying soul1 It is 
not possible that all you who are here should agree in all 
the points I have just heard. From whom can you expect 
such a change in his belief but from one who had none at 
all ~ Would you wish for a king without a God 1 could you 
place any reliance in the faith of an atheist 1 in the day of 
battle could you fight with confidence under the banner of 
a peljurer and an apostate 1 Yes, the king of Navarre, as 
you say, has undergone great miseries, and has not been 
.subdued by them: is he likely 'to abandon all spirit and 
<tUail at entering his royal mission ~ Those who cannot 
deliberate more wisely, those whom their fears and the short 
prosperity of the enemies of the state alienate from us, we 
freely permit to depart and seek elsewhere wages under inso
lent masters. I shall still have with me, even among the 
Catholics, all who love France and honour.'' N;otwithstand
ing this noble reply, eight hundred gentlemenoa'ncAilllJ~egi-
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ments quitted hiS standard. A small number of devoted 
friends, with the Swiss and some companies of cavalry, 
formed the permanent foundation of his forces : his adhe
rents came by turns to range themselves under his banners, 
and, for want of pay, returned home after a sojourn of a few 
months : he was compelled to march from City to city, and 
to fight and negotiate without cessation. 

When the news was spread that Henry IlL had been 
assassinated, fanaticism and frenzy were carried to the highest 
excess in Paris. The duchess of l\Iontpensier threw her 
arms round the neck of the man who first brought her the 
intelligence ; then getting into her carriage with Anne 
d'&t, her mother, she promenaded the streets, crying, " Good 
'MWB I Good news !" and used every means to excite the 
people to revolt. Bonfires were lighted, and preachers 
loudly proclaimed the merits of Jacques Clement, whom 
they styled a martyr. Crowds flocked to see his mother, a 
poor villager, who had been sent for, and exalted into an 
idol by the duchess of Montpensier. The portrait of the 
regicide was placed over the altars. The people, on their 
knees before it, cried, "Saint Jacques Clerntmt, pray for us!" 
And then, the haranguers of the Sixteen, borrowing the lan
guage of Scripture, exclaimed, " Bleued t/1.6 bo1om whicl~ bore 
~Me, blealed the breasts whim •nou;ri8/teil thu!" Now they 
heaped insults upon the memory of Valois, and next broke 
into furious invectives against Bourbon, reminding their 
hearers of the edict of union, the bull of the pope, and the 
decree of the Sorbonne, which declared him incapable of 
mounting the throne. They looked about for a leader, and 
fixed upon Mayenne, the brother of Henry de Guise, the 
only member of the family competent to the direction of 
affairs. Mayenne assumed the title of lieutenant-general of 
the kingdom, and caused the old cardinal de Bourbon, whom 
Henry IV. held prisoner at Tours, to be proclaimed king 
under the title of Charles X.; he marched oqt of Paris at the 
head of twenty-five thousand men, publishing that he was 
gomg to tak6 t/1.6 Beamais. He, with all his forces, came up, 
near Dieppe, with the feeble army of the king, consisting at 
most of seven thousand soldiers. Henry sustained several 
attacks in his camp, and gained a signal advantage in a san
guinary battle fought near the village of Arques. Three 
colours, however, fell into the hands of Mayenne, who 
hastened to send them to Paris, as the proo& of a victorf, 
announcing that he should soon bring Henry into~tHeS:k}>ital 
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in bonds (lie et garrotte). The intoxication of the Parisians 
had not subsided, when Henry IV., strengthened by fivo 
thousand English and a numerous nobility, appeared before 
Paris, attacked the suburbs, and obtained possession oi them, 
driving the Parisians back into the interior of the city. 

The king was forced to allow the plunder of the suburbs, 
in order that the booty might serve as pay for his soldiers ; 
but he forbade murder, fire, or extreme license, and preserved 
the churches and monasteries. He o:ftered battle to the 
duke de Mayenne in vain, and quitted Paris to subdue lower 
Normandy, of which he made himself master. At this 
period, the ambassador of Venice presented his letters of 
credit, to him: this republic was the first Catholic power 
which recognised him as king of France. Discord prevailed 
in Paris ; some wished to crown Mayenne, others declared 
for the old· cardinal de Bourbon, a prisoner to his nephew, 
Henry IV. ;-the gold of Philip II. corrupted both the 
Sizteen and the population. This king claimed the throne 
for his daughter Isabella C.la.ra. Eugenia, a niece of Henry 
IlL, by his mother Elizabeth. Pope Sixtus V., struck with 
the madness ot the leaguers and the great character of 
Henry of Navarre, aent a legate named Caetan, into France, 
with orders not to pronounce for either one party or the other 
without perfect conviction. caetan, neglecting his instruc
tions, quickly embraced the party of the League : pursued by 
Henry IV., he gained Paris as a fugitive, and was received 
as a martyr. The Sorbonne fulminated against the Bearnais, 
declaring all who should think of adopting him as king in a 
state of mortal sin and excommunicated, even if he should 
become a Catholic. The Parliament of Paris, presided over 
by Brisson, ordered Charles X. to be recognised : the Parlia
ment sitting at Tours, and presided over by Achille de 
Harlli.i, recently escaped from the Bastille, annulled the 
decrees of that of Paris, and proclaimed Henry IV. The 
faction of the Sixteen added greatly to so many causes of 
disorder, and carried trouble to such an excess, that Mayenne 
broke up and then removed this council, whose replaced 
members continued to form a redoubtable cabal. 

Henry IV. drew nearer to the capital, and Mayenne en
deavoured to close the road against him. The two armies 
met near Dreux, in the plains of Ivry. On the very next 
morning, at break of day, dispositions were taken for battle : 
Henry took none for retreat. "No other retret;'~d he, 
"butthe field of battle." On both aides,0tlled 8.'nm.e8c.W~nt to 
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prayers. Henry, advancing before his, on hot'Seback, com
pletely armed, but bareheaded, exclaimed, " Lord ! you know 
my thoughts ; if it be advantageous for my people that I 
should reign, favour my cause and protect my arms!" Then, 
after the acclamations excited by these words had ceased : 
" My children," said he to the soldiers, "if standards should 
fail yon, follow my white plume, you will always find it in 
the road to honour." He commanded the charge, and the 
army of Mayenne, although very superior in numbers, was 
almost destroyed. • The conqueror marched immediately 
upon Paris, and blockaded the city. At this period died the 
·old cardinal de Bourbon, the rival and prisoner of Henry 
IV., whose rights, however, he recognised ; but Henry knew 
his weakness, and dreaded lest he should serve as an instru
ment to the leaguers if he fell into their hands. 

The blockade of the capital brought famine and mortality 
within its walls ; every day produced fresh horrors. The 
people, destittl'lle of bread, sought food in vile and impure 
·objeck, and even in the cemeteries : a mother was seen to 
roast and eat her dead child, and die after this execrable 
repast. The heart of Henry IV. suffered .greatly at the ex
tremity to which these unhappy people had reduced them
.sel~" he often allowed provisions to be conveyed to the 
besieged. Two peasants were surprised driving a cart-load 
-of loaves towards a postern ; they were about to be hung, 
when Henry came up : they threw themselves at his feet, 
alleging their misery as their excuse. "Go in peace ! Go 
in peace ! " said he to them, giving them the money he had 
about him ; " the Bea.rnais is poor ; if he had more he would 
give it to you." During the siege, the monks, to reanimate 

* After the battle of Ivry, Henry IV. meeting near the bloody field 
with the illustrious and faithful Roeni covered with wounds, he 
addressed t.o him these words, in whioh is painted to the life his good 
aud generous heart :-"Brave soldier and valiant knight, your actious, 
signalized on such an important occasion, have surpassed my expecta
tions, and therefore, in presence of theae princes and captains who 
surround me, I will embrace you with both my &1'1118, and declare to 
you, ia their sight, true and brave knight, not so much with the 
accolade, such as I give you now, nor of the Holy Ghost, nor o: St. 
Michael, but with my entire and sincere affection, which, joined to 
the long yean of your :faithful services, forces me to promise you, as I 
do to the virtues of all those brave and valiant men that listen to me, that 
never will I enjoy good fortune, or increase of greatness, without your 
participating in it; and,featjngthatspeaking too much ma:ybeprejudicial 
to your wounds, I will retum to Nantes; and, therefore, a.dieu, my friend! 
take cant of yoursel( recover as quickly as polllli.ble, . and pe JWQJ~. that 
you have a good and an affectionate JD&Bter."-Mtili6im'de-'Sdlly.~e 

•. 
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the courage of the besieged, made processions, carrying an 
arquebuse in one hand and a crucifix in the other, mingling 
discharges of musketry with the singing of sacred hymns. 
At length conferences were opened at the abbey ot St . 
.Antoine des Champs, between Henry and several deputies of 
the League. Gondi, bishop of Paris, came thither with the 
design of conciliating the parties, but he had no power to 
treat, and these conferences proved useless. Alexander 
Farnese, duke of Parma, celebrated by his exploits in 
Flanders and by the taking of Antwerp, advanced towards 
Paris in conjunction with Mayenne, and penetrated as far 
as Meaux. He constrained the king to raise the blockade, 
forced his lines at Lagny, and revictualled the capital. Unable 
to come to an understanding with the Sixteen, and fu.ithtul 
to the instructions of Philip II., whose desire was that the 
French should continue to slaughter one another, Farnese 
rettirned into Artois, harassed in his retreat by the royal 
army. English and ·Spanish troops remained in the kingdom . 
in nearly equal numbers. 

Henry returned to establish his quarters at St. Denis, and 
failed in a new attempt to surprise the capital. The strata
gem he employed gave the name of the J OU1"1Ue des .Parines 
to this fruitless enterprise. Discord reigned in Paris. Mayenne 
acted on one side for the interests of his house ; on the other, 
"'the Sixteen and the populace acted for Spain;· in whose pay 
they were; a new leader divided the sufirages of the Leaguers: 
the young duke de Guise, son of Le Balafr6, recently escaped 
from his imprisonment, was received at Paris with transport, 
and by a numerous party opposed to Mayenne ; he, however, 
played no conspicuous part. The new pope, Gregory XIV., 
ardent in his support of the League, sent him a reinforcement 
of soldiers, who only signalized themselves by horrible bri
gandages. The most fanatical leaders were once more masters 
of Paris, in spite of the purification made by Ma.yenne of the 
council of Sixteen ; this council, modified and rendert'd more 
numerous, styled themselves the great council of the Union; 
a committee of ten members, elected by the whole, direc'ted 
affairs : these ten were chosen from amongst the most ·violent 
and the most enthusiastic. The cures and }'reachers urged 
on party fury to absolute madneBB ; they excited the people 
to massacre, and pointed out from the pulpits men 
suspected of moderation as wretches unworthy of pity. 
The president Brisson, and the counsello~, ,iJ"~6!9-"llf ·and 
Claude Larcher, wished to oppose such frigliti'til excesses,. and 

' X i 
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were in consequence marked out as fit objects for assassina
tion ; the committee of the Ten commanded their arrest, and 
Bussy le Clerc executed it : the three magistrates were 
taken and banged at the gates of the very palace in which they 
had been accustomed to administer justice. Thus perished 
the head of the Parliament of the League, the famous presi
dent that had pronounced the deposition of Henry III., but 
whose violent acts were quite effaced by the new violences 
of his party. His death was the signal for cruel persecutions, 
power passed from the citizens to the populace, the magis
tracy and the army were searched narrowly into by the 
council of Ten, and all moderate men trembled for their lives. 
W aroed by them, Mayenne hastened from Soissons, pointed 
his cannon against the Bastille, of which Bussy le Clerc was 
governor, obtained possession of that place, seized four of the 
most culpable agitators in their beds, and ordered them to be 
hanged immediately. Bussy le Clerc made his escape, aban
doning the treasure that was the fruit of his extortions ; 
Mayenne re-established in their places the magistrates and 
officers turned out by the Sixteen, ihe citizens regained their 

. ascendancy, and the Parliament acquired an influence in the 
:r..e.ue that it had never before obtained. 

The war was carried on with the most violent animosity, 
and the duke of Parma re-entered France by well-directed 
marches. Henry exposed himself rashly in the fight of 
Aumale, and was wounded; Faroese nearly gained possession 
of his person, and obliged him to raise the siege of Rouen. 
A misunderstanding between Mayenne and the duke weak
ened their efforts, and gave the royal army time to breathe. 
Although very inferior in strength, Henry carried on the 
war with advantage, displaying wonderful activity and the 
resources of a fertile and indefatigable genius, escaping the 
enemy when they deemed him almost in their hands, and 

~ falling ~nexpectedly upon them, when they thought him at 
a distance. It was thus, by a series of prudent yet bold 
manreuvres, he inclosed Faroese, near Dieppe, between the 
sea, the Seine, and the three bodies of his army. The duke 
of Parma, suffering seriously from fever, roused, in such cir
cumstances, his nearly expiring genius ; he caused a bridge 
to be constructed, nnobserved by the king, in one night, 
deceived his vigilance, piU!Sed the Seine, and covered his 
retreat. The Marshal de Biron, killed in the course of the 
same campaign, was suspected of having favou ~,~bold 
undertaking : his son begged him to let" llinc-~~ two . 
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thousand horse, with which he felt assured be could cut the 
rear-guard of the Spaniards to pieces. The marshal refused, 
and it is asserted that he afterwards said to him : " If I had 
done so, the war would have been at an end, and thou and I 
would· have had nothing to do but to go and plant cabbages 
at Biron." This speech reveals the numberless obstacles 
which surroun9ed Henry IV., and the causes of the prolon
gation of the war. A crowd of gentlemen promoted it for 
their own advantage, and the great nobles by it kept up the 
hope of restoring, to their own exaltation, the edifice of 
feudalii!Dl : they flattered themselves they should be able to 
retain their governments by title of sovereignty : thus tl1e 
duke de Mercreur hoped to be acknowledged duke of Brit
tany, and the dukes of N amours, Guise, J oyeuse, and Aumale 
dreamt of sharing among them the other provinces of the 
kingdom. 

Henry drew near to Paris, where the States-General, 
convoked by Ma.yenne, at the desire of Philip II., were 
assembled for the purpose of electing a king. He received 
instructions in the principles of the Catholic religion, and 
Mayenne, amidst the tactions which divided the States, 
remained undecided whether it would be better to proclaim 
Henry IV., if be abjured, or to remain faithful to his engage
ments with Spain. The duke de Faria and the jurisconsult 
Mendoza boldly maintained, in the meetings of the States, 
the interests of Philip II. This monarch pretended, in 
accordance with the cardinal de Plaisance, legate of the 
pope Clement VIII., that Henry, as infected with heresy, 
ought to be excluded from the throne, even although he 
sbouid abjure that heresy, and that, by the fact of this 
exclusion, the Salic law would be abolished in France. He 
demanded then that his daughter Isabel.la, niece of the three 
last kings, should be proclaimed queen : but Farnese was 
recently dead, and no Spanish army supported the preten
sions of Philip : Mayenne opposed them. The Catholic 
nobles of the royal army had been invited by him to the 
meeting of the States. Conferences were opened at Sur~ne, 
and afterwards in the faubourg of LaValette, between them 
and several deputies. Henry declared to these latter that 
he was disposed to abjure. This news was alarming to the 
ambitious, and raised a perfect tempest in the States-General. 
The Spaniards immediately gave out, in the name of their 
master, that if the infanta were proclaimed qu~J>hilip 

D1q1t d oy "!!:...:lU' f\..: 
would select a French noble for her husband : by mg no 

x2 
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one in particular, they 1lattered th., ambitious hopes of seve
ral ; Charles of Savoy, the duke de Nemours, uterine brother 
of Mayenne, and the duke de Guise allowed themselves to 
be caught by this brilliant bait, and the States hesitated. 
The greatness and power of the kingdom would have been 
at an end if Spain had brought about the coronation of the 
infanta: Philip consented to everything in order to secure 
the sceptre, and France, which it was his inte~ to weaken, 
would have been dismembered and divided among the most 
powerful nobles. At this moment, the most critical of all 
for Henry IV., he obtained aid from a quarter upon which 
he had not reckoned. The Parliament, mutilated by the 
Sixteen and intimidated by the punishment of several of its 
members, issued nothing but servile decrees, imprinted with 
fanaticism, and dictated by a. furious popula.ce, kept in a state 
of agitation by the commanders of the Spanish garrison. 
All a.t once this Parliament shook off its stupor, and dis
played a. noble energy. In accordance with the opinions of · 
Edward Mole, procureur-g6n&al, the Parliament ordered its 
president, John Lemru.tre, to go to the lieutenant-general, to 
urge him to be careful that, under pretext of religion, no 
foreign house should be placed upon the throne, declaring all 
treaties made for such a. purpose null, and contrary both to 
the Salic law and the constitution of the kingdom. This 
declaration surprised and irritated Mayenne ; but J oha 
Lemaitre maintained the decree before him with much 'cou
rage. The Spanish faction did not, however, give up all 
hope, and to secure the support of the lieutenant-genera.l 
and his powerful family, they offered the hand of the infanta. 
to the young duke de Guise, in the event of her being 
acknowledged queen : Ma.yenne, however, supported the 
proposition of Spain and the pretensions of his nephew very 
indifferently : he himself aspired to the throne, and deferred 
the election. 

The Parisians began to be tired of so many contests, 
intrigues, and sufferings. They read with avidity a. book in 
which the follies and selfishness of the leaders of the League 
were laid bare and held up to ridicule. This book, entitled 
The Catholicism of Spain j or, tM .Menippean Satire, in.tlicted 
a. mortal blow upon the leaguers of the Spanish faction. 
Mayenne persisted in retaining power, and although unde
cided what party to take, he united his efforts with those of 
the legate to prevent the abjuration of the king, declaring 
that his conversion would not open for him"~he~~the 
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throne. A truce had been proposed by Henry, which fixed 
the day of his abjuration for the 25th of July. 1Uayenne 
forbade the Parisians to be witnesses of it, and caused the 
gates to be closed. They however disregarded his pro
hibition, and were present in crowds at the ceremony. 
Henry made his abjuration at St. Denis, between the hands 
of the archbishop of Bonrges : he promised to live and die 
in the bosom of the Roman Catholic Church, and to defend 
it towards and against. all ; he repeated his profession of 
faith at the foot of the great altar, and then began to sing 
the Te Ikwm, which the people interrupted by cries of 
Yiw le Roi I 

The conversion of Henry IV. confounded all those in 
Paris who only lived by trouble, and whose audacity consti~ 
tuted their only strength ; they abandoned themselves to 
the greatest excesses on learning his abjuration. The cure 
Jean Boucher preached during nine consecutive days in the 
church of St. Merry, seeking to persuade the Parisians that 
this act was the work of the demon ; but the people began 
to be desirous of repose, and they proved insensible to these 
fanatical declamations, the last convulsions of an expiring 
faction. A truce of three months proposed by Henry, was 
accepted by all parties. The duke de Mayenne ordered the 
oath of union to be repeated in the States, and prorogued 
them to September. Determined by personal motives to 
prolong the war, he had alienated the Parliament and the 
people, and was forced to seek support in the Spaniards and 
the faction of the Sixteen. He quitted Paris the year fol~ 
lowing to receive new troops upon the frontiers of Cham~ 
pagne, whilst Henry IV. was waiting at St. Denis for the 
opening of the gates of the . capital : his desire was soon 
gratified. Charles de Co~. count de Brissac, son of the 
marshal of that name, and one of the authors of the famous 
barricades under Henry III., had been named by Mayenne 
governor of the city : he negotiated in secret with the king, 
deceived the League by ta.lse appearances of zeal, came to an 
understanding with the pr~ot du mDil"Chands, and in the 
Dight of the 22nd of March he surrendered the city to the 
royal troops. The soldiers entered in silence, marched 
through the streets in battle~y, and took possession of 
the squares, places, and great thoroughfa1"e8. One corps of 
Spanish guards alone resisted, and they were put to the 
sword. Surprise and telTOr restrained the ~00 I!!enry 
at length presented himself: the pr~8i''fQB'mar~ and 
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the count de Brissac offered him the keys of the city ; he 
advanced at the head of a large troop of the nobility with 
lances lowered : his march was a triumph, and from that day 
he considered himself among the Parisians as in the midst 
of hill children. "Let them alone!" cried he, to those who 
wished to drive back the crowd ; "let them alone, they 
are greedy to see a king." His clemency was extended to 
all his enemies, and he permitted the legate to take away 
under his safeguard the P~re V arade, rector of the Jesuits, 
and the cure Aubry, whose fanatical exhortations had use
lessly urged on to regicide a wild enthusiast named Barriere. 
The Spanish garrison quitted Paris the same day, with the 
honours of war ; the duke de Faria and the other ministers 
of Philip departing with them. The king placed himself at 
a window to see them pass, and when they were at a dis
tance, he laughingly cried to them : "Make my compliments 
to your master, gentlemen, but don't come back any more." 
He received the Bastille by capitulation, welcomed the 
repentant and submissive Sorbonne kindly, and joined to the 
Parliament of Paris the magistrates of the parliaments he 
had establisl1ed at Chalons and at Tours. 

The situation of the king, however, between the Catholics 
and the Protestants, became extremely difficult. The one 
had bel1eld his conversion with mistrust, and a.ocused him of 
hypocrisy ; he could only hope to win them by lavishing 
upon them numerous favours : the other }'arty, irritated by 
his abjuration, saw with impatience the Catholics loaded 
with honours and bounties, which they thought themselves 
entitled to, and accused the king of ingratitude. Paris was 
then far from having the importance it now possesses : the 
war, in spite of the submission of the capital, was continued 
at all points of the kingdom, and it was Henry's greatest 
interest to keep the various parties in union and obedience. 
Nevertheless, Amiens, Beauvais, Cambrai, and. Chatesu
Thierry surrendered suocessively, after the taking of Laon. 
Montmorency, D'Epemon, the duke· de Guise, La Ch&tre, and 
Bois-Dauphin submitted soon after, but they fixed an enor
mous price upon their submission ; the king was compelled 
to place in their hands immense sums of money, and an 
authority which rendered them almost sovereigus in their 
governments, and which afterw!\fds gave birth to great 
troubles. La Chatre and Bois-Dauphin preserved the title of 
marshal of France, which they held from Mavenne: Mont-
morency was named constable. og;,,, · byl.:Joogte 
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About the same time, a fresh attempt placed the life oft~ 
monarch in peril: Jean ChAtel, a pupil of the Jesui~ ad
dicted to depraved habits, fancied he should redeem himself 
from the perils of hell by ss•asinating Henry. On the 27th 
of December, the king pardoned two gentlemen, ancient 
members of the League : they were kneeling at his feet, and 
the king stooped to raise them, when he felt himself wounded 
in the mouth by a blow given with a knife. The bloody 
weapon was seized upon the person of Jean ChAtel: his con
fession inculpated the Jesuits, his masters, and he displayed 
a fanaticism which did not fail him among the frightful 
agonies of the tortures inflicted upon regicides. Le Pere 
Guignard, a Jesuit, was hanged ; the Parliament pursued the 
whole order, and condemned all its members to exile. They 
quitted the kingdom, but with the hope of a speedy return. 
Philip II. would then have conSented to make peace, if 
Henry would have allowed him to hold some possessions in 
France : the French nobles of his party were equally disposed 
to submit, upon condition of keeping the provinces of which 
they were masters, and paying homage to the crown. The 
king energetically rejected all these pretensions, and to de
prive the supporters of Spain of all pretext or excuse, he 
declared war against Philip, whose most powerful partisans 
were the duke de Mel'OOlur in Brittany, Aumale in Picardy, 
and Mayenne in Burgundy : this last, formerly head of the 
League, and aspiring to the crown, had become the tool of 
Spain ; he accompanied Velasco, constable of Castille, when 
the king advanced rapidly to meet him near Dijon. 

The glorious battle of Fontaine Fran~, in which Henry, 
with only three hundred horse, maintained his ground against 
two thousand, and exposed his life to save that of Biron, 
confounded the hopes of Mayenne, who declared himself ready 
to acknowledge Henry IV. as soon as that prince should have 
received absolution from the pope. A negotiation upon this 
subject was already commenced. Clement VIII. seized this 
opportunity for re-establishing the authority of the Church 
above that of kings. By the advice of the Jesuit Toredo, 
who was already soliciting the recall of~ order into France, 
he showed himself favourable to the king ; but he made him 
pay dearly for his absolution. A vast scaffolding was erected 
in the Baailic of St. Peter's ; and there, beneath a ma,anificent 
tent, in the sight of an immense number of people, Clement 
VIII. struck with his wand, in sign of cb,astise~t, the 
abb6a Duperron and D'Ossat, representa:tive'irb!OFH.ll' king ; 
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~ declared any absolution given to Henry by a French 
pre}jl.te null, he gave it afi·esh, and proclaimed him king of 
France and Navarre. 

This solemn act took away all pretence for war, nnd 
destroyed the hopes of the Leaguers. Mayenne obtained from 
the king that the members of his family should be declared 
fJ.-ee from all complicity with the murderer of Henry III.: he 
fixed this price upon his submission. The edict was promul
gated ; Mayenne immediately acknowledged Henry IV., and 
from that time served him faithfully. The king, in all haste, 
gathered together the whole of his forces, in order to meet 
the Spaniards, who had obtained possession of Cala.is and 
several other places. The royal army was weakened by the 
defection of a great number of Calvinists, disgusted with 
the humiliation imposed upon the king by the pope ; La 
Tremouille, Bouillon, and Rohan kept up these murmlli'I!. In 
these circumstances, Henry convoked an assembly of the 
notables at Rouen. " I have not called you together," said 
he, "as my predecessors did, me1-ely to make you approve of 
my wilL I have assembled you to receive your coUDl!els, to 
put faith in them, to follow them; in short, to place myself in 
guardianship in your hands : a disposition seldom shown by 
grey-bearded and victorious kings ; but the ardent love I 
bear my subjects makes me find everything easy and 
honourable." The acts of this assembly replied but ill to 
these noble expressions. Nothing was regulated respecting 
the finances, no provisions were made for the war, and Henry 
himself appeared to forget his duties in the society of the 
beautiful Gabrielle d'.Estrees, whom he publicly acknow
ledged as his miatress, and whose children he brought up 
with a magnificence perfectly royal. The Spaniards rollSed 
him from these disgraceful pleasures by taking Amiens. 
Henry being without money, was forced to make an appeal 
to his people. The faithful Rosni, duke of Sully, assisted in 
obtaining a few millions and in getting together an IU'Dly. 
Amiens was retaken the following year ; the duke de 
Mercceur then treated with the king, and Brittany laid down 
its arms. These . successes paved the way for a general 
peace. Philip II., a prey to a frightful disease,-that of Sylla, 
began to be disgusted with human blood ; in 1598, six 
months before his death, he signed the peace of V ervins, 
giving up to the king of France all the places occupied by 
his troops, with the exception of Cambrai. 

Henry, delivered from the cares of foreign ''waF,CiBSti'li9]<the 
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same year, the celebrated edict of Nantes, which determined 
the rights of the Protestant!! in France. This edict, drawn 
up by J eannin, Schomberg, Colignon, and the hlstorianJ acques 
Auguste de Thou, allowed the Protestants the exercise of 
their worship ; it left open to them admission to all employ
ments ; established, in every parliament, a chamber composed 
of magistrates of each religion ; tolerated the general assem
blie~~ of the Reformers; authorized them to raise taxes among 
themselves for the benefit of their church ; it provided for 
their ministers, and granted them fortified places of safety, 
the principal of which was Rochelle. The Protestants were 
bound to the payment of the tenths and to the observance of 
the festivals and holyda.ys of the Catholic Church. The edict 
of Nantes, registered by the parliaments after long and 
earnest resistance, put an end to the disastrous wars which 
for thirty-six years had desolated the kingdom., 

From that time Henry IV. laid aside the part of a warrior· 
to assume that of a pacificator. The twelve last years of hi.a 
life belong to another series of events,-to that which, re
establishing calm in the interior of the lligdom, strengthened 
royal authority and gave it a vigorous impulse, which per
mitted it to increase in despotism up to the great epoch of 
the French revolution : this event may itself be, in parb, 
considered as a distant consequence of the principles promul· 
gated by Luther. 

A detailed examination of the immense results of the Re
formation does not enter into the plan of this work ; it will 
BUffice to say that this memorable event, in spite of the bloody 
wars which were among the number of its immediate con~ 
quences, communicated a great movement to the human 
mind : it assisted, almost everywhere, in separating the 
Church from the State, and spiritual power from temporal 
power; it broke the yoke of the scholastic spirit, and replaced 
it by the critical and philosophical spirit, whose influence 
ended by endowing nations with civil liberty, and prepared 
their political emancipation. It was not possible for this 
revolution, provoked by the abuses of the Church, undertaken 
by Luther and some other ardent spirits, and afterwards con
tinued by the efforts of human reason and the unbridled 
violences of all the human passions, to be accomplished 
without long division& and frightful convulsions. The prin
ciples of the Reformers were but imperfectly naturalized among 
the. French ; n?vertheless they ~eposited)~ ~v e~- ~~~ ~ germ 
whtch bore frwt at a later penod, by favour ol tlte3Freedoru 
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of inquiry, assured for a long time to France by the edict of 
Nantes. 

The interior convulsions to which this country was a prey 
during so many years, deprived it of its political ascendancy 
in the equilibrium of Europe, and Philip IL for a long time 
entertained the hope of ma.king France one of the provinces 
-.of his immense monarchy. Don Sebastian, king of Portugal, 
had perished with the flower of his nobility upon the coast of 
.Africa, and his great-uncle, who succeeded him, had died, as 

' he had done, without children. Philip resolved to take 
advantage of these circumstances; he got possession of Por
tugal, and added it to the vast states he had inherited from 
Charles V. in the old and new world. Spain then attained 
the apogee of her power : her redoubtablearmies, her able 
generals, and the inexhaustible treasures of America, ap
peared to prepare for Philip the way to universal monarchy ; 
but the part which France could no longer ~ against 
her, England and young Holland took up and maintained 
between them. The first of these two nations laid in this 
-century, under the reign ot Elizabeth, the foundations of its 
maritime power a.J?.d of its future greatne88; its fleets, aided 
by tempests, in 1588 destroyed, or dispersed upon the shores 
of the Channel, the redoubtable Armada or invincible fleet 
of Philip II. ; eight years after, the earl of Essex planted 
the English standard upon the walls of Cadiz. The second 
pet>ple who held Spain in check, the Dutch, inscribed their 
ll8Jile for the first time, in this inveterate struggle, among 
those of the nations of Europe : strong in their love of inde
pendence, in their religious faith, and their geographical 

. position, they separated themselves violently from Belgium, 
and, protected by the genius of William, prince of Orange, 
and of his son Maurice, a greater captain, but not so great a 
citizen, they formed the republic of Holland, or the United 
Provinces, and withstood, without flinching, all the efforts of 
the Spanish power. 

At the end of the sixteenth century, Protestantism and 
Romanism-the principle of free inquiry and the dogmas of 
authority in matters of faith-divided Europe into nearly 
equal halves. Most of the northern sta~England, Scot
land, Holland, Sweden, and Germany-had adopted the 
principles of the Reformation : the southern states-Austria, 
Italy, France, and Spain-remained faithful to Catholicism. 
The ~.of religion added greatly to the milit~ strep.gth 
of ChristJan Europe: each man became a 0soldiei--'ill~tence 
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d his creed, and from that period dates the decline of the 
Ottoman power : it never recovered from the mortal blow 
inflicted upon Islamism, in 1571, by the battle of Lepanto. 

Great discoveries marked the course of the sixteenth 
~ntury. The most illustrious is that of the true system of 
the world, made by Copernicus in 1543. It was followed by 
the reformation of the calendar, effected by the means of 
Pope Gregory XIII.: the first of January, from that time, 
became the first day of the year, which had previously begun 
at Easter, and the reformed calendar was designated the 
Gregorian calendar. 

Among the inventions most useful to science, which do 
honour to this century, we must not forget telescopes, the 
thermometer, and the balance-pendulum .. 

Letters, sciences, and arts, cast but little splendour in 
France during the long troubles of the religious wars. 
Nevertheless, the Menippean Satire was written during the 
League, which it attacked in a manner u biting as it was 
ingenioU& &nsard and some other poets obtained a repu
tation which has not been sustained ; Bishop Amyot, pre
ceptor to the children of Henry IL, rendered himself illus
trious by the translation of the works of Plutarch, and 
Garnier founded the art of tragedy in France. A literary 
phenomenon likewise appeared in France towards the end of 
this bloody period-the Philosopl,ical Essay• of the immortal 
Michael l\Iontaigne. 
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Re-establishment of order in the kingdom.-Destruction of the political 
power of the Proteatants.-France regaina her position among the 
European powers. · 

1598-16j3. 

CHAPTER L 

From the peace ofVorvins to the death of Henry IV. 1593-1610. 

HENRY IV. was the only prince able to make a legal 
claim to the throne upon the death of Henry of Valois ; a 
part of France recognised him as king immediately after that 
event, but his reign only in reality began from the epoch of 
his abjuration and the submission of the League. 

The treaty of V ervins bad assured peace with the 
foreigner ; interior tranquillity was established by the edict 
of Nantes: it became necessary, whilst healing the deep 
wounds of the kingdom, to recreate its wealth, to restore its 
strength, and to regain its position in Europe. Henry IV. 
performed this noble task worthily, and in twelve years 
elevated France to the highest degree of power it bad ever 
attained : an eternal subject of surprise and admiration for 
those who are ignorant of the immense resources its soil 
possesses, and which only require a skilful band to render 
them productive and abundant. 

Two causes of agitation and disorder, however, threatened 
to check this reviving prosperity in its course ; one Will! the 
dissatisfaction of a great number of Catholic and Protestant 
nobles, ancient enemies of the king, or companions of his 
labours, most of them affected by the economical and severe 
measures of the monarch, and suffering from the diminution 
which the peace had brought about either in their fortunes 
or their political importance. They all cherished a dangerous 
remembrance of the feudal times, without renouncing the 
hoP_€~ of dividing France among them. Henry~ cont~nded 
ag&J.ust them with energy, and neglecled d 'Db"<nQgn~S of 
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ruining or weakening their pretensions. The second subject 
of disorder in the state arose from the weakness of the 
monarch. Often during the war, his affairs of gallantly 
and the attractions of pleasure bad deprived him of the 
advantages won by his valour ; the same faults afterwards 
disturbed the peace of his reign ; they offered discontented 
nobles a pretext for revolt, and embittered the course of his 
latter years. The marriage of this prince with Marguerite 
of Valois proved sterile. Marguerite taking no pains to 
conceal the scandals of her conduct, lived separate from her 
husband, and the austere Rosni, duke of Sully, the confidant 
and prime minister of the king, would for a long time have 
pressed her divorce, if he bad not dreaded the attachment of 
the king for Gabrielle d'Estrces, duchess of Beaufort. 

Henry bad already permitted the children, the fruits of 
their intercourse, to be baptized with royal pomp, and he 
more than once manifested a desire to raise their mother to 
the throne. Gabrielle died suddenly in 1599, and from that 
time the king's ministers employed themselves actively with 
the rupture of his marriage, which was pronounced the year 
following by the court of Rome. During these negotiations 
the king commenced a new intrigue with Henriette 
d'Entragues, who, directed by an ambitious father, required 
a promise of marriage. Henry was imprudent enough to 
write it, engaging to marry Henriette, if she brought him a. 
son within a year : he showed this deed to Sully, who had 
the courage to tear it. The monarch went back into his 
closet, wrote a second promise, and sent it to Henriette, at 
the same time bestowing upon her the title of marquise de 
VerneuiL This guilty and unfortunate connection, particu
larly the fatal engagement that was the consequence of it, 
revived the hopes of the factious, and became a. source of 
agitation for the state, and of bitter grieft1 for the heart of 
the king. · 

At the head of the dissatisfied nobles of the Protestant 
party were the dukes de Bouillon and de Ia Tremouille ; and 
among the Catholics were the duke d'Epernon, Charles of 
V aloia, count d'Auvergne, a natural son of Charles IX, and 
uterine brother of the marquise de V erneuil ; but of still 
more consequence, Charles de Gontaut, duke de Biron, son 
of the famous marshal of that namE:, and himself one of the 
most illustrious and skilful generals of Henry IV. He bad 
been loaded with riches and honours, as re'Yards C. r his 
glorious services, and named, at thirty-t~' ~ekll 2af age, 
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marshal of France and governor of Burgundy ; but his 
ambition was as immoderate as his pride, and it was upon 
him that the enemies of France most strongly reckoned. 
Charles Emmanuel, duke of Savoy, retained in his possession 
the marquisate of Saluces, which he bad usurped : summoned 
by the king to make restitution of it, he came to the court of 
France to contrive plots, and united himself strictly, for that 
purpose, with the count de Fuentes, a personal enemy of 
Henry IV., and governor of Milan for Philip III., the new 
sovereign of Spain. One of the daughters of Emmanuel was 
offered to Biron, with the full sovereignty of Burgundy as a. 
dowry : on this condition the marshal promised to raise all 
the malcontents in case of war, and rally them round him 
against the king. Strong in these assurances, which were 
brought to him by La.fin, the secretary and confidant of the 
marshal, Emmanuel refused to make restitution of the 
marqnisate of Saluces, and Henry declared war against him. 
Sully, recently named grand-master of artillery, prepared 
everything to render the campaign rapid and glorioU& The 
king put the two armies in motion ; he took the command 
of one himself, and confided the other to the marshal de 
Biron. The latter was forced to conquer in spite of himself : 
in vain he forewarned the enemy's generals of his marches 
and attacks ; their troops were beaten and their strong places 
were taken : Emmanuel sued for peace, and was allowed to 
keep the marquisa.te in exchange for Bresse, Bugey, and the 
banks of the Rhone as far as Lyons. 

Henry IV. bad received intelligence of the connection of 
Biroll with his enemies. In a conversation which he had 
with him at Lyons, be revealed his suspicions to him : the 
marshal did not deny the crime, and was generously par
doned. The king, however, was but imperfectly informed, 
and Biron made an incomplete confession : this was one of 
the causes of his min. Henry had married, in the course of 
the year, Mary de Medici, daughter of Francis, grand-duke 
of Florence, and sent Biron ambassador into England, to 
announce his marriage to Elizabeth. This queen had just 
consigned to the scaffold her favourite, the earl of Essex, 
proved guilty of rebellion. After discoursing with Biron of 
this event and her consequent regrets, she added these 
remarkable words:-" If I were in the place of the king of 
France, there would be some heads cnt off at Paris as well 
as in London." The marshal took no heed of this war,ning, 
and was soon engaged in fresh intrigues. o;g;,;,ed by l:.oog l e 
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Mary de Medici made Henry the father of a dauphin, 
whereupon the family of Entragues demanded that the 
engagement signed by the king in favour of Henriette 
should be canied out : she had brought him two sons ; she 
claimed the succession to the throne for them, and several 
nobles, amongst whom Charles of Valois and the marshal de 
:Biron, supported the cause of the favourite : they leagued 
together with the intention of causing the dauphin to be 
declared illegitimate, and negotiations were resumed between 
Biron, Charles Emmanuel, and the count de Fuentes. Biron 
was to have the command of the rebel troops : the baron de 
Luz, his friend, was employed in these last negotiations. 

The king, however, was this time acquainted with the 
intrigues of the marshal, while the latter seemed to forget 
himself in a profound security. Lafin, acquainted with the 
suspicions of the king, anxious on his own account, and 
wounded by the coldness of his master, resolved to betray 
him. He had preserved the written proofS and particulars 
of the crime, and gave them up to the king. Biron was 
immediately ordered to come to Fontainebleau, where the 
conrt was held ; and he repaired thither. Lafin awaited 
him, and on his arrival said to him, " Take courage, they 
know nothing." These perfidious words emboldened Biron. 
Henry received him with kindness ; in a long walk which 
they took together, he endeavoured in vain to touch his 
heart, and induce him to confess ; he offered him if he would 
confess his crime frankly, his pardon and his future favour; 
but Biron was inflexible. The king employed the influence 
of friends npon him, but in vain : taking Sully on one side : 
"My friend, said the monarch, what an unfortunate man is 
the marshall I wish to pardon him, to forget all that is 
past, and do him all the &ervice in my power ; it is pitiable ! " 
He made one more effort, and sent for him into his chamber 
towards nightfall, supplicating him to open his heart to 
him : " Confessing all freely," said he, " I would cover you 
with my protection, .and would forget everything." The 
marshal became indignant at these instances, as insults. 
"A~eu, baron de Biron," then replied the king, "you know 
what I have told you." He left him alone in the apartment, 
but he was soon joined by Vitry, captain of the guard, who 
told him he was his prisoner, and demanded his sword. " My 
sword!" cried Biron," my sword, which has performed such 
good service ! " He desired to speak tg9 ,,~he, !E_it!g ~k_t the 
time was past. The count of Auvergne was arre~ed the 
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same day ; both were conveyed to the Bastille, and the Par
liament received orders to proceed to their trial. Biron 
protested his innocence till he was confronted with Lafin ; 
then he perceived all was lost, and invoked the pardon which 
-the king had granted him at Lyons, protesting that he had 
never conspired since that time. All presumptions were 
-contrary to this decla.ra.tion of the marshal, but there existed 
no evident proofs of his latter intrigues. The king retracted 
the pardon he had granted without knowing the extent of 
the crime, and Biron was condemned to death. At the..~ 
news, he flew into a violent rage, became furious, and then 
implored the clemency of the monarch : but all was now 
in vain ; his head was cut off upon the place of the Bastille, 
on the 2nd of December. Henry pardoned the count 
d'Auvergue ; the other guilty persons escaped the hands of 
justice. 

The sentence of the Parliament and the merited punish
ment of the marshal were blows fu.ta.l to the hopes which 
the ancient feudal system had still kept alive in the king
-dom. Queen Elizabeth sent her felicitations to the king on 
-this subject ; Philip III. disavowed all part in the intrigues 
of the count de Fuentes, and complimented the king upon 
the issue of the conspiracy. The two sovereigns remained 
not the less enemies : Henry still assisted the Dutch in their 
-oontest with Spain, and Philip, according to the expression 
of a. contemporary, continued to water in France " the bad 
.roots that were not yet dead." 

The kingdom prospered by the vigilant attention of the 
king, by his economy, but, above all, by the cares of Sully. 
It is an immortal honour to the memory of Henry IV., that 
he should have given all his confidence to this austere minis
ter, who bad so little indulgence for the weaknesses of his 
master. .After the signature of the treaty of peace, he found 
in the kingdom neither an organized army, nor commerce, ~I 
nor industry : marshes and forest!! still covered immense 
portions of the soil, through which there were neither roads 
nor canals : an enormous debt weighed upon the treasury, 
besides which, considerable pensions had been granted to the 
leaders of the League, and the credit of France was annihi-
lated. Sully, grand IDIU!ter Jl the artillery, and superin-
tendent of the finances, created in a few years an imposing 
war ntateriel, and placed the army upon a redoubtable foot-
ing : he exposed all the frauds of the farmers1general who 
allowed scarcely the tenth part of the publil!"ieveillRL'¥Gfind 
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its way into the treasury, suppressed the tmder-letting of 
the taxes, with a multitude of financial offices, broke all the 
ancient leases, and made others much more advantageous for 
the crown ; he established order and the strictest economy 
in all branches of the administration, revised the ftmds of 
the state, and quickly abolished several vexatious imposts. 
Agriculture became the object of his particular care ; he 
permitted the exportation of corn, and almost doubled the 
price of land by causing to fall, by the security which his 
admi:ni.atration inspit-ed, the interest of money from ten to 
six per cent. " Tillage and pasturage," said Sully, "those 
are the two breasts by which France is fed, the true mines 
and treasures of Peru." Manufactures likewise attracted the 
attention of Sully : he gave them a powerful impulse by sup
pressing the impost of a penn·y per pound upon all merchan
dise that was sold ; but it was against his advice that the 
king encouraged the fabrication of stufli.J that ministered to 
luxury. Henry established manufactories of high-piled 
tapestries in wool and of silk decorated with gold ; he intro
duced a vast number of mulberry-trees into France, and the 
silks of Lyons soon acquired great celebrity. About the 
same time small glasses began to be made in imitation ot 
those of Venice. The king loved luxury in his palaces and 
gardens, without neglecting any of the useful labours of the 
state. By his cares and those of Sully, numerous communi
cations were established in the kingdom ; bridges were 
constructed, roads were repaired, Paris was enlarged and 
embellished: Henry joined the faubourg St. Germain to the 
city and caused it to be paved ; he 'constructed the Place 
Royale, completed the Pont Neuf, began the canal of Briare, 
and conceived the project of uniting the two seas. The 
people soon enjoyed the benefits of such wise administration ; 
their burthens were lightened to the amotmt of four millions ; 
and we cannot repeat without emotion the well-known say
ing of the good king : " If I live, there shall not be a 
peasant who cannot put his fowl into his pot on a Sunday." 

So many useful labours and wise reforms were not effected 
without violent opposition on the part of all those who were 
interested in the waste of the public money. Numerous broils 
were formed in the court against Sully. One day, at Fontaine
bleau, the king's confidence appeared shaken : before setting 
out for the chase, he took his minister aside and required an 
e;q>lanation : his friendship .soon prevail~ ., o-rec; oo(,Jsu'Pi
Clons ; he made Sully's enemies known to him/ sliow'e'if'ium 

y 
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their written denunciations, and conversed with him with all 
the effusion of his loyal heart. Sully, profoundly agitated. 
threw himself on his knees, to embrace those of his master : 
"What are you doing, my friend," said he, pointing to the 
courtiers at some distance ; "they will fancy I am pardoning 
you." Then advancing towards them," Gentlemen," said he, 
"learn all of you, that I love Sully more than ever, and that 
between him and me it is for life and till death." 

Amidst the growing prosperities of the state, fresh weak
nesseH were near being fatal to the monarch. At the age of 
fifty he fell in love with the youngest daughter of the count 
d'Entrague, sister of the marquise de V emeuil. He disguised 
himself in order to see her, and went, by night and alm.oei# 
alone, through woods, to the meetings she appointed. The 
count d'Entrague, who saw nothing in this new passion of 
the king but a means of elevation for his family and himsel( 
busied himself with laying new plots. His principal acoom~ 
plices were the count of Auvergne, the dukes de Bouillon, 
d'Epemon, and Bellegarde, and the constable Montmorency. 
They all reckoned upon the armed intervention oi the 
Spanish general Spinola, and of the duke ot Savoy : the 
count d'Entrague was to have the king carried oft in one of 
his love visits ; the throne was promised to the eldest son of 
Henrietta. Henry was, in fact, attacked in a wood by some 
masked men, and only owed his safety to his presence of 
mind and his courage. The conspiracy was discovered ; the 
counts d'Entrague and d'Auvergne, with the marquise de 
Vemeuil and a great number of subaltern conspirators, were 
arrested. The king extended his grace to the two counts, 
who were condemned to death ; he pardoned the marquise 
de V erneuil, but he separated himself from her entirely. The 
penalty of the law fell upon their accomplices, and the heads 
of the conspirators oi the lower order paid, on this ocoa-
sion, as upon almost all others, for the crime of the leader&. 
The duke de Bourbon soon after made his submission ; and 
Henry was. now at the height of his glory and his power. 
Master of a ftourishing kingdom, of a treasure of forty mil
lions, of a numerous army, and of the finest artillery in 
Europe, he found himself respected by all his contemporary 
sovereigns. Pope Paul V. himself had recourse to him to 
bring about a termination of his differences with the V en~ 
tian republic. Henry decided between them as arbitrator, 
and reconciled them. He enjoyed during fi,Y.ft ] ear& the 
favour of the Roman court, but gained Dit " by~ the 
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recall of the Jesuits into France, at the pressing instances of 
le Paoe Cotton, his confesaor. 

The latter days of this reign were less happy. Mary de 
Medici, of a haughty and jealous disposition, irritated by the 
infidelities of her husband, only kept up with him relations 
constantly embittered by the remembrance of her injuries. 
The Italiams of her suite engrossed all her confidence, and 
formed a powerful pu-ty in the court : their faction was 
directed by the celebrated Galigai and by Concini, her hus
band, both of obscure birth, and owing their elevation to 
their intrigues and the favour of the queen, whose pride 

· they flattered, and whose resentment they fanned with great 
art.. Most of the old companions of Henry IV. had disap
peared ; aome were dead, others had proved rebels ; many, 
diaaatisfied with him, absented themselves from his court ; 
and in this number he saw with pain the brave Duplei!IJi.s.. 
Mornay, who had recently compromised his dignity in a 
theological dispu1ie with the abbe Duperron. The king had 
also lost his faithful ally, Queen Elizabeth, who died in 1603, 
and the feeble James I., her successor, did not replace her 
either in the esteem of her subjects or in that of Henry IV. : 
but he still posaesaed Sully, and added daily to the splendour 
of his reign. The king had the still further glory of being, 
in 1609, ·mediator between Spain and Holland. The nascent 
but already formitlable navy of this republic attacked the 
Spanish and Portuguese establishments in the Indies, whilst 
their armies triumphed under the famous Maurice: Henry IV. 
brought about a truce between the two nations for twelve 
yean, which was signed in 1609. · 

It waa at this period he committed the greatest fault of 
hie reign, that which most injured his repose and stained his 
glory. Madly in love with Charlotte de Montmorency, 
whom he had himself bestowed in marriage upon the young 
prince de Conde, he waa totally unable to master his fatal 
passion. Cond6 becoming uneasy, abandoned the kingdom 
with his wife, and demanded protection of the Archduke 
Albert, governor of the Netherland& Upon receiving this 
unexpected news, Henry broke forth into menaces, and com
manded the archduke to send back the fugitives. Cond6 
quitted Flanders and repaired to Germany, whilst the Arch
duchess Claire-Eug6nie took the young princess to Brussels 
under her safeguard, keeping her out of the way of the emis
ari.es of the king, who summoned the prinCE(-.~~ ~rum to 
France, and declared war against Spain '&D.dd ~'Wit~ e 
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He had been for a length of time desirous of lowering the 
power of these two countries, and prepared to inflict a terrible 
blow at once ; but this sudden declaration of war, the ap
parent motive of which was a personal vengeance and the 
desire of satisfying a guilty passion, raised a general cry 
aga.inat him. Henry nevertheless formed some useful alli
ances. John William, last duke of Cl~ves and J uliers, had 
just died without children ; several pretenders disputed his 
heritage, and the emperor Rodolph II. had evoked the cause 
to his tribunal. The Protestant princes refused to admit 
him to be judge, and formed a celebrated leagne aga.inat him 
at Hall, under the name of the Evangelic Union. They · 
claimed the support of France, and obtained it. Henry IV. 
united himself equally with the duke of Savoy, with the little 
sovereigns of Italy, and with the Grisons. Philip IlL, justly 
alarmed, spoke of peace, and offered the infanta, his daughter, 
to the dauphin. Henry rejected this pacific proposition ; he 
was sensible of being wrong, he suffered without justifying 
himself or without altering his conduct ; he was agitated and 
irritated by the mere mention of the name of the princess he 
persecuted, and hastened his warlike preparations, impatient 
to be at the head of his army and march towards Flanders. 

He intended that the queen should·be regent during this 
campaign, and, either in accordance with her wishes, or to 
render her authority more imposing, he gave orders that she 
should be crowned: this ceremony took place on the 13th of 
May. The king was lowspirited and restless during the 
whole day. For some time past, the absence of his old com
panions, the plots which were incessantly in action around 
lrlm, the ingratitude and malice of those whom he had loaded 
with kindnesses, had weighed upon his mind, and filled his 
heart with sorrow. Sometimes he meditated punishing his 
enemies, but his goodness of heart soon inspired other 
thoughts, and ha contented himself with Mying, " When I 
shall be no more, they will1ind what I am worth." On the 
14th of May his sadness increased, he was agitated by painful 
presentiments, which his friends could not remove. After 
dinner, about four o'clock, the exempt of his guanJs, whom 
he had sent for, said to him : " Sire, your majesty is quite 
pensive; you had better take a little air, it will enliven you.,. 
"That's well thought of," replied the king ; "order the car
riage to be got ready; I will go to the Arsenal, and see the 
duke de Sully, who is indisposed." The king leif-the Lquvre, 
followed only by a small number of gentlemeb.YancPfOBimen. 
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The carriage was open on both sides, the weather being very 
fine, and the king wishing to see the preparations which were 
being made in the city for the solemn entry of the queen. 
On entering the street of La Ferronnerie, a confusion oc
casioned by two carriages obliged the king's coach to stop, 
and dispersed the royal servants. At this moment, a man, 
named Francis Ravaill.ac, mounted upon the wheel, and struck 
the king a blow with a knife between the second and third ribs. 
Henry cried out, "I am wounded !" but the villain, without 
being disconcerted, repeated the blow, and stabbed him to the 
heart, after which the king, breathing a deep sigh, instantly 
expired. The monster did not offer to move, but stood erect, 
as if to show himself and take glory from his crime. 

Thus perished Henry IV., at the age of fifty-seven. The 
emperor, the king of Spain, the queen of France, the duke 
d'Epernon, and the Jesuits, were all, by turns, 8118peCted of 
having instigated the crime, because all benefited by it ; but 
the assasain declared that he had no accomplices. He had 
conceived the idea of the murder from the sermons he had 
heard ; he believed the king to be a Huguenot in his heart, 
and thought he rendered a great service to France by ridding 
it of this monarch. Condemned to the usual punishment of 
regicides, his astonishment was extreme when he saw the 
people ready to tear him in pieces •hemselves, and eager to 
offer their horses to qusrter him. Never did the death of 
a king create such a stupor, or cause more tears to ilow. 
France seemed to be plunged into real mourning : trade was 
Slispended in Paris ; work of all kind ceased ; the roads were 
covered by the inhabitants of the country, anxiously in
quiring for news ; and when assured of their misfortune, 
they cried out, with tears and sobs : " We haA1e lost our 
fatll.ef' I We ~e lost our father/" Henry was worthy of" 
the great and endearing title of the Fat'Mr of his Peuple, for 
the happiness of his subjects was the hope of his heart and 
the aim of his whole life : he ameliorated their lot, created 
for them new sources of riches, and rendered his kingdom as 
ilourishing as it could become in twelve years after the hor
rible calamities of the religious wars. The wise government 
of this good king, as well as his heroic qualities, well merited 
the title of Great, which posterity has accorded him. 

Letten and the arts made some progress in France during 
his reign, and he encouraged them. The presidents De Thou 
and Jcannin, and the cardinals D'Ossat and Duperron formed 
part of his cotmcil ; Pierre Pithou, one &ftlie' aufb.<JFJ~bf the 
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:Menippean Satires, wrote a treatise on the liberties of the 
Gallica.n church; Jerome Bignon began his great works 
upon jurisprudence ; Arnaud and Stephen Pasquier were the 
glory of the bar ; Regnier distinguished himself by his spirit 
in satire. Henry was the true founder of the Royal Library ; 
he gave a strong impulse to works of architecture ; he in
ereased and decorated the royal residences of Saint Germain, 
Monceaux, Fontainebleau, and particularly the Louvre ; he 
gave lodgings in the palace, under the long gallery which is 
his work, to artists of all kinds ; Paris, indeed, owes many 
embellishments to his cares and taate. When Don Pedro de 
Toledo was sent ambassador by Philip llL to Henry IV., he 
oould not recognise the city he had formerly seen eo wretched 
and degraded : "That was because the father of the family 
was not at home," said the king ; " now he takes care of his 
children, and they prosper." 

Henry IV. had, to the end of his days, to reproach 
himself with culpable weaknesses, and which plUlished him 
severely : it is the duty of history to record that he regretted 
them, and that he sometimes was able to conquer them. 
Every one knows his reproof to Gabrielle d'.Estries: "Know, 
madame," said he to her in the presence of Sully, whom she 
'W88 accusing, "know that I would rather consent to lose ten 
mistresaetlli.k:e you, than ~ne single servant like him." 

The barbarous practice of duelling was at this period one 
ot the grievances of the kingdom, and cost, it is said, in one 
year, four tnousand gentlemen to France. Henry IV. iSBUed 
some severe edicts upon this head. He condemned duellists to 
death, and ordered that the tribunal of the marshals of 
France should decide all dift'erences between gentlemen : he 
could, however, only partially triumph over a ferocious 
prejudice, too deeply rooted in national manners. According 
to the evidence of his minister, he meditated, towards the 
end of his reign, noble plana for the good of humanity : after 
having abased the power of the house of Austria, he dreamt 
of establishing a perpetual peace in Europe, by creating a 
kind of mutual legal obligation for sovereigns in their rela
tions with each other : death prevented the attempt or ae
oomplishment of these generous project& :Many reproach 
Henry with having madean insincere abjuration from a motive 
of ambition entirely personal, and without an absolute necessity. 
This reproach is too rigorous. It is probable that Francis L 
migbthavecontinued to reign over France, if he haA.adop~ the 
Protestant religion; but when those who:>ough&ofily~ve 
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inspired the people with tolerance and Christian charity, had 
persuaded them that men, by differing in their worship, be
came mortal enemies, when they had excited Catholics and 
Protestants to throw themaelves upon each other like wild 
beasts, and to tear one another to pieces during nearly forty 
years, the fatal mistrusts and implacable resentments which 
they thus gave birth to, rendered all reconciliation for a long 
time impossible : they were like two nations upon one soil, 
and never could the weaker expect to impose their head 
upon the stronger. It became necessary then, after the death 
of Henry of Valois, that Henry of Bourbon should become 
a Catholic, or that the civil war should have no end. The 
whole life of Henry IV. authorizes us to believe that his ab
juration was dictated by the love he bore his people : if that 
act had lees noble motives, if his sincerity be doubtful, it is 
God alone has the right to pronounce a severe judgment 
upon him : France can have but one voice to absolve and 
bless the best of her monarchs. 

CHAPTER II. 

Reign o£ Louis XIII. to the administration of Richelieu. 1610-1624. 

HENRY IV. left his kingdom flourishing, fifteen millions in 
his treasury, several well-appointed armies, strong places 
supplied with abundant warlike stores, solid alliances, and a 
well-composed council. .After his death, the weakness of the 
government, discord among the princes, with the jealous 
ambition and caprices oi the queen-mother, soon dissolved 
all these elements of prosperity. During the civil troubles, 
the great had acquired habits of independence and sove
reignty ; in their character of governors of provinces and 
cities, they raised soldiers, levied imposts, and retained in 
their pay a certain number ot gentlemen always ready to 
support them with their swords against the royal authority. 
Most of the nobles had lost during the civil wars the invio
lable respect for the person of the prince, even to the 
sentiment of their duties towards him. There was thus 
formed a class of powerful men, who did not constitute, as 
we have often repeated, a new feudalism, since they had no 
power which did not emanate h"OID. the crown, and which was 
not revokable at will ; but they who possessed great charges 
were always ready to abuse, against the in:terest!i of the 
sovereign, the authority that had beeDi ;,;,conHde<P~ee them. 
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Patriotism was no worship of their hearts : all the efforts of 
the princes and nobles were directed towards their own 
aggra.ndisement, and at no period were the first personages 
of the state known to give without blushing more shameful 
examples of boundless ambition and insatiable cupidity. 
Notwithstanding, however, so many elements of ruin and 
anarchy, no shock was at first experienced upon the news of 
the death of the king. Mary de Medici, an imperious, 
violent, and vindictive woman, immediately claimed the 
regency of the kingdom. Cond6, then absent, and the count 
de Soissons, might have been able, in quality of princes of 
the blood, to combat the pretensions of the queen; but the 
Parliament was convoked by her in a bed of justice, the very 
day after the a889seination : the duke d'Epernon, devoted to 
Medici, put troops under arms to intimidate the partisans o£ 
the princes, and the queen was declared regent. From that 
time the Parliament often interfered, and by its own authority, 
in the government of the state, and alone contended for a long 
time against the absolute power of the throne : no law, 
however, defined its political attributes, the monarchy bad 
no fundamental constitution, and thence arose all the calami
ties which agitated France upon the occurrence of a minority. 
Mary de Medici, recognised regent, at first followed the 
advice of Villeroi, who had been minister under the four last 
monarchs, and kept together the council of the late king, 
which she however weakened by admitting to it a great 
number of ambitious pretenders. 

The question of war or peace was the first to be deter
mined. Sully wished to follow up the way opened by 
Henry IV., and to carry on the war with the house of 
Austria wj.th vigour: his opinion only half p1·evailed : an 
illusory assistance was afforded to the duke of Savoy, who 
had compromised himself for France ; this prince was obliged 
to implore pardon of Philip III., and to submit. Hostilities 
were carried on with more vigour in Germany. The most 
important fact of this war was the taking of the city of J uliers 
by the marshal de Ia. Ch&tre and Maurice, prince of Orange. 
A great number of sovereigns laid claim to it. France 
placed it in the hands of the two principal competitors, tho 
marquis of Brandenburg and the duke of Neuburg, who 
held it in common. This campaign had no other important 
result. Conde returned to France, and his appearance at 
court was the signal for fresh intrigues and the revival of 
civil troubles. · G I 
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Mary de Medici had exalted Concini to the very height of 
honours and fortune ; he was a marshal of France, without 
ever having borne arms; first gentleman of the chamber, 
governor of Amiens, Peronne, and several other places ; he 
had purchased the marquisate of Ancre, of which he bore 
the title, and directed the queen in everything. After hi$ 
example, all the courtiers coveted gold and dignities, and 
Medici believed she had nothing to do but to enrich both her 
friends and her enemies, to secure the peace of her reign. 
Dominated over by this mistaken idea, she converted the 
treasure of the late king into gifts and pensions, and when 
it was exhausted, she found herself deprived of power against 
all those whose ambition and cupidity she had excited without 
being able to satisfy them. Never did the high nobility 
prove themselves more devoured by an insatiable thirst of 
gain than at this period : France appeared to be given up to 
pillage, and the numbers of the depredators insured their
impunity. The nobles established tolls upon free roads, and 
levies upon free cities ; they created offices, conferred letters. 
of nobility, granted privileges of which they received the 
value, and quietly and secretly increased the gabelles and the

. imposts. Sully quitted a council which countenanced such 
criminal acts ; he was forced to resign the superintendence of 
the finances and the government of the Bastille, retaining 
the charge of grand voyer of France and Rochelle ; he came · 
but seldom to court, and retired to his estates, where he· 
lived respected to the age of eighty-two years. • 

The prodigious favour of the upstart Concini aroused a 
violent indignation in the minds of the princea and nobles : 
Conde and the prince de Soissons were particularly offended 
by it. They opposed the projected marriage of Louis XIII. 
with the infanta, the daughter of Philip III., and retired, 
the fil'St to ·his government of Guienne, the second to 
that of Normandy. All at once a new adversary was intro
duced at court : this was the young chevalier de Guise, 
endowed with the most brilliant qualities. The pJ,inces of 
the blood dreaded his influence over the queen and the 
ambition of the house of Lorraine ; they attached them-

• Being one day summoned to attend Lon is XIII. upon some buaineas. 
of importance, he perceived that his antique costume excited the mirth 
of the young courtiers :-"Sire," said he to the king, " I am too old to 
change my habits for nothing. When the late king, your father, of 
bleased memory, did me the honour to command me to attend his penon, 
to apeak with me of affairs of state, he J!revioua 1:. se ;y~ay the-
bulfoona and jeetera." ~ '9 '"ed by U' 
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selves, therefore, to the marquis d'Ancre, and the court was 
divided into two factions,-that of Guise and that of Concini. 
The baron de Luz, formerly engaged in the culpable nt!goti
ations of the marshal de Biron, had quitted the party of the 
chevalier de Guise to join that of his enemies : the cheva-
lier met him one day in his carriage in Paris, made him 
alight, obliged him to draw his sword, and killed him ; the 
son of the baron wished to avenge his father, and died in the 
same manner and by the same hand. This double homicide 
raised new storms at court ; the countess de Soissons, whose 
husband had recently died, and the duchess de Nevers, 
daughter of the famous Mayenne, were concerned in several 
plots ; resentments burst torth from all parts, Concini excited 
general hatred ; the great took np arms. Cond6 was at the 
head of the movement, and published a manitesto which 
exposed the anarchical government of the queen, called down 
pity upon the lot of the people, and openly attacked the 
Spaniards and insolent foreigners, whose influence dominated 
over the kingdom. This formidable league ot the nobles 
soon mastered a considerable part of France. Public indig
nation was at its height ; Sully himseu; with his son, and 
son-in-law, the duke de Rohan, openly took part in this 
()()nfederation. A great number of other Protestants wished 
to join it ; Duplessis-Mornay kept them in a state of 
inaction. Villeroi advised the queen to attack the confede
rates immediately, and his advice was the best ; but Concini 
preferred negotiating, and his opinion prevailed : the treaty 
of Sante-Menehould, named the Paltry Peace (Paizl ·Ma
loiJrue), was concluded in 1614. By this treaty, the queen 
augmented the dignities and pensioDS of the malcontent 
nobles, and promised a prompt convocation of the States
General. 

Louis XIII. was in his fourteenth year, and had just been 
acknowledged of age ; but for a long time after, he was only 
nominally king, and Medici retained the power in her hands. 
She convoked the States-General for the 26th of October of 
that year : these States were the last that assembled before 
those of 1789. The queen and her ministers endeavoured to 
paralyze their influence by dividing them. They succeeded ; 
every order was loud in its demands for its own interest : 
the clergy required that the decrees of the council of Trent 
should be adopted in France without restriction ; the nobility 
that the droit de Paulette* should be abolished; and the 

*This right rendered offices of fina.nce andjudicatJire'b~~ror an 
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third estate that the pensions which exhausted the public 
treasury should be suppressed or diminished. This order 
was cruelly humiliated by the two others ; it was but little 
that, according to the custom, the :prev6t de8 'ITWirchand., 
Miron, who presided over it, was only allowed to address the 
king on his knees, he was reproached with having compared 
the three orders of the 81!88mbly to a large family, of which 
the members of the nobility and clergy were the elder-born, 
and those of the third estate the younger. The queen her
self treated this order with rudeness and arrogance, and yet 
they proved the most ardent defenders of the royal prero
gative. They demanded that it should be established in 
principle that kings were not to be deposed on account of 
heresy, and expressed a wish that the crown should be 
acknowledged, by an express law, to be independent of 
spiritual power. The clergy, by their organ the Cardinal 
Dnperron, the ancient minister of Henry IV., formally com
bated this proposition, and the States declined to decide. 
'!he 8Stlelllbly was dissolved the following year, without 
having produced any important result. 

Richelieu, bishop of Lu90n, the orator of the clergy, then 
appeared for the first time upon the political stage : he 
ahoried. the king in his harangue to continue to follow the 
eotmaels of his mother. When dismissing the three orders, she 
promised to consider their demands, and comply with iihem 
if the Parliament addressed her with remonstrances on the 
subject. This was confounding all the powers, and recog
nising the superiority of a judicial body over the States
General. The Parliament, many of the members of which 
were deputies of the third estate, eagerly seized the oppor
tunity of avenging this order for its humiliations, and to 
increase ita own imporlance : it invited, by a decree, to 
come and deliberate with it upon public affairs, the 
princes, dukes, and peers, all, in short, who had a right to sit, 
and amoDg whom many were personal enemies of Medici. 
The queen saw in this proceeding nothing but a direct attack 
upon her, and an infringement upon her authority. She 
forbade the decree of Parliament to be executed. This body 
immediately addressed energetic remonstrances to the king, 

annual taxoftbetenth of the price at which they had been pnrchased. The 
nobility were jealous of the hereditorship of these chargee or offices, 
which were poese88ed by members of the third estate. The Pauktte 
bad received its name from Charles Paulet, who WI\&~ the i ventor of 
this contribution. o'g''"ed by ~....:.oog e 
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which were read before him, in the preeenoe of his mother 
and her ministel'B. These remonstrances oondemned the 
deplorable government of the queen ; demanded that all 
abuses should be redressed ; that no edict should be executed 
without verification of the sovereign courts and preliminary 
enregistering ; and that the Parliament should be allowed to 
convoke the peers and the princes as ofteu as it judged it 
necessary. This company further demanded authority to 
name to the king the authors of all the disorders, and to 
point out their malversation& These celebrated remon· 
strances, pronounced by the advice of the duke de Bouillon, 
excited the anger and indignation of the queen, the courti~ 
and the ministers : on the very next day appeared an order 
of council which suppressed them. The Parliament resisted ; 
then, having received from the king letters of order, ii 
yielded, and gave no consequence to its decree of convocation, 
but yet, however, without revoking it. 

The malcontents, particularly Cond6, strongly opposed the 
marriage of Louis XIII. with the infanta. They alleged 
the wrongs ·. ith which Spain had loaded France, and the 
necessity for crushing the house of Austria. instead of adding 
to its strength. The queen despised these representations, 
and the marriage was resolved upon ; Oond6 immediately 
retired to Clermont in Beauvoisis, Bouillon to his l!_rinci
pslity of Sedan, Mayenne to Soia!ons, and Longneville into 
Picardy ; they had now no hopes of succeeding but by arms, 
and prepared to fight. The Protestants, excited by the 
duke de Rohan, joined them, and raised troops. The princi.· 
pal ministers of the king were then old Villeroi, the presiden$ 

. J eannin, and the chancellor Silleri ; they beheld these hostile 
preparations without inquietude, and hastened on the mar
riage. Louis XIIL went as far as Bordeaux to meet his 
bride, his march parta.king of the appearance of both festivi~ 
and war. Marshal de Laval and Bois-Dauphin protected his 
route with an army, which was followed by that of the mal
contents and Calvinists, directed by Bouillon, under the 
orders of Cond6. The people took no interest in this war, 
and the armies never came to blows. The duke de Guise 
conducted the Prinoess Elizabeth into Spain, as the destined 
bride of the infant, and b1-ought back with him the future 
wife of Louis XIII., celebrated under the name of Anne ~ 
Austria. This marriage was not a happy one, and the king 
and queen, soon tired of each other's aocie( ;r, liv~ aim
always apart. Medici, quickly after the'~egotiated 
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-with her enemies, and signed the treaty of Loudun, entirely 
to their advantage. The prince and his adherents were de
clared innocent and good servants of the king ; considerable 
sums were paid to them, and some satisfaction was granted 
to the Calvinists and Protestants. The article of this treatv 
most disagreeable to the queen was an engagement entered 
into by the king not to confer any of the posts or dignities 
of the kingdom upon foreigners. 

The old ministers, whom the court named l& .balrbona 
(men hoary with old age), were all immediately dismissed. 
The bishop of Lu90n was a member of the new council, 
governed by the prince de Conde, who soon became all
powerful, and caused his authority to be felt by the queen, 
her favourites, and particularly by the marshal d' Ancre. The 
partisans of the prince believed they were now in a position 
to attempt anything, and the duke de Longueville carried 
insult so far as to take possession of Peronne, of which Con
cini was governor, with an armed force. The queen sent 
troops to recover the place, and Longueville defended it 
against her. Medici then plainly perceived tha1f~ond6 meant 
to deprive her of all influence in the government or over the 
mind of the king. She resolved to conquer him, and, as a 
oommencement, liberated Charles of Valois, count d'Au
vergne, who had been a priaoner in the Bastille for twelve 
years. This act was hostile to the prince, who saw in Valois 
the greatest enemy of the reigning branch. Conde, as well 
es the principal leaders of his faction, Vendbme, .Bouillon, 
and Mayenne, foresaw their danger, and agreed never to 

•present themselves at the same time at the Louvre, where 
the prince was arrested in the name of the king, on the 1st 
of September, as he entered the council-chamber. Orders 
had been given to seize his partisans, but, by the above-men
tioned precaution, they escaped and flew to arms. The king 
held a bed of justice in the Parliament, wherein he stated his 
Teasons for arresting his cousin, alleging his culpable hopes, 
incompatible with the duties of a subject, the pretensions of 
his partisans, subversive of royal authority, and their auda
cious rallying-word of BOII're a bas* (down with the bar), 
which proved that nothing less than the throne was the aim 
of the prince. The Parliament did not venture to make one 
observation ; Conde was confined in the Bastille, and the 

• A bar in the arms of Conde alone distinguished them from the 
royal arms ; to ask for this bar to be remove<!, '!a& ~!\;:that he 
should be king. q ' eu oy --o' 
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queen set on foot three armies against the malcontents, who 
had taken refuge at Soiseons. Concini reappeared at court 
more powerful than ever ; his pride knew no bounds, and 
such was his wealth, that he maintained at his own expense 
an army of from five to six tholll&lld men. The young king, 
however, whose wishes he frequently ventured to thwart, en
dured with as much impatience the despoasm of the marshal 
as he had done that of the prince, and at length resolved to 
emancipate himself from all tutelage. He might have adopted 
legal means, but his gloomy spirit preferred R"88esination. 
On Monday, the 26th of April, the marshal entered the 
Louvre for the purpose of attending the council ; Vitry, the 
captain of the guard, stopped him, and demanded his sword ; 
Concini made a movement of surprise, but immediately fell, 
pierced by three balls, and expired. The crowd of his 
flatterers disappeared, and Louis XIIL quickly exhibited 
himself at a window of his palace, as if to aooept the re
sponsibility of the murder. The courtiers broke ou~ into 
loud demonstrations of joy, and hastened in crowds to felici
tate him. From that moment he believed himself to be king; 
he disarmed his mother's guards, and bricked up the door of 
his apartments which communicated with Medici's. 

The people detested in Ooncini a foreigner and an inso
lent upstart, and accused him of all their evils ; their fury 
was atrocious ; they tore the body of the manhal to pieces. 
put the bloody fragments up to sale, and the populace ate 
them ! Concini was pursued in those connected with him; 
~. his widow, a favorite of Medici, was dragged before 
the Parliament, where, for want of other crimes, she was IIQ1 

cused of magic, and condemned as a sorceress. The sentenc& 
decreed that she should be decapitated, and her remains con· 
sumed by fire : she underwent her punishmen~ with courage. 
The house of the marshal was demolished and razed to the 
ground, his immense wealth was confiscated, and the sentenoe 
of the Parliament pronounced his son degraded from no. 
bility, and incapable of holding any charge or dignity in 
the kingdom. 

When informed of this great catastrophe, the malcontents 
of Soissons laid down their arms, and repaired to court, 
without requiring eithm: caution or promise of safety. The 
old ministers, Villeroi, Sillery, Jeannin, and Du Vair, re
turned with them. The queen was exiled from the court;. 
and chose Blois as her place of residence. The su~tle Riche. 
lieu, minister under Conde, requested permission tb-follo~ler~ 
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in appearance the devoted servant of his protectress, but in 
:reality her implacable enemy. 

He who had the greatest share in this revolution of the 
]l8lace, and to whom it was most advantageous, was young 
Charles Albert de Luynes : a companion in the pleasures of 
the king, he had gained his good graces by his skill in laying 
sparrow-traps, and rose rapidly in the royal favour. He was 
created duke, loaded with honours and wealth, and became 
the heir of the con.fisca.ted wealth of the all-powerful marshal 
Cond~ from the depths of his prison, and the queen from 

the place of her exile, continued to carry on intrigues and 
maintain partisans. The duke de Luynes neutralized their 
influence, by opposing them to each other : sometimes he 
threatened Conde with the recall of the queen, sometimes he 
made Medici dread the deliverance of Conde. A plot, skil
fully laid, soon changed the face of affairs. An Italian named 
.Ruccelai, a man of pleasure, resolved to serve the queen, and 
rarry her off from Blois. The duke d'Epemon, the possessor 
of an immense fortune, governor of Metz, and several other 
provinces, colonel-general of infantry, and always , dis
satisfied, was better able to second such a project than any 
other person, and place Medici in a state to resist her 
enemies. He hated Ruccelai, who, however, won him over 
by flattery, and he resolved to attempt the enterprise. He 
one morning left Metz, at the head of a hundred well-ap
pointed horsemen, after having requested permission of the 
king to visit his governments of Saintonge and Angoul&ne. 
His rapid and secret march met with no interruption, and 
when the queen learnt that D'Epemon was nea.r, she left the 
castle from a window, by means of a ladder of ropes, got 
into a carriage, escorted by Ruccelai and fifteen gentlemen, 
and met the duke d'Epemon at Loches, whither he had 
come to meet her at the head of his household and his 
guards, and conducted her to Angoul~me. When the court 
was at length informed of the flight of Medici, De Luynes 
advised that she should be instantly pursued by an armed 
foroe; the king preterred temporizing, and endeavoured to 
prevail upon his mother to sacrifice the duke d'Epemon ; 
but the queen energetically defended her liberator. The 
negotiations continued, and an astute conciliator presented 
himselt : this was Richelieu, who, after having secretly ob
tained the consent of the king, succeeded in winning the 
favour of the queen by means of the jealous D'Ej>emon 
himself : be brought about peace. The gquee~obt@l~ the 
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government of Anjou, with regal rights, and three cities were 
assigned her as places of safety. The king granted letters of 
pardon to D'Epemon. His first care then was to liberate 
Cond!l and restore him to his ancient power. France again 
became divided between two factions. The partisans of the 
queen, irritated at the favour enjoyed by Luynes and Cond6, 
·quitted the court in crowds ; they took possession of a mul
titude of places, and were soon masters of half the kingdom. 
War appeared imminent ; Mayenne and D'Epemon, fearing a 
surprise at Angers, were desirous, and with reason, to con
duct the queen into Guienne, where they would have been 
able to oppose a rampart of small fortified places to the at
tacks ofthe royal army.. Richelieu, secretly devoted to the 
king, opposed this advice, and the queen remained at Angers. 
Louis XIII. commenced his march at the head of his army. 
He first subdued Normandy, then passed through Maine and 
Perche as a conqueror, and arrived with all his forces before 
Angers. De Luynes employed the arts of seduction against 
the rebels. He thus won over many of the principals, as 
Matignon, Beauvais, and Montgomery, by loading them with 
honours and pensions. Cond!l wished to act and not to tem
porize ; an engagement took place at the Bridge of ~ and 
the quean's troops fled at the first shock. Peace was con
cluded by the ministers of the king, and by Richelieu ; the 
reconciliation of Medici and her son appeared, this time, to 
be cordial and sincere ; she returned to Paris, and a cardi
nal's hat was promised to Richelieu as the reward of his 
services, or rather of his double treachery. A great number 
of the subaltern leaders paid their rebellion with their heads. 
The king led his army into B!larn, which he reunited to the 
crown ; he re-established in this province, by a solemn edict, 
the Catholic worship, abolished by Jeanne d' Alb ret, and caused 
all their wealth to be restored to the clergy ; he then gave 
a parliament to Pau, with the same' powers as the other 
sovereign courts of the kingdom. Louis XIII. returned to 
Paris, where he was received in triumph. 

All Europe began to be agitated by the famous war of 
thirty years between the Catholics and Protestants of Ger
many. The indolent emperor Rodolph had been in part 
plundered of his states by his brother, the ambitious Mathias, 
who inherited the imperial dignity. Mathias died in 1619, 
without children. He had, in his lifetime, caused Ferdinand 
of Styria, his cousin-german, and grandson of FeJ"Clin~d I., 
the brother of Charles V., to be electedoking,bfCB®emia. 
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This prince, brought up by the Jesuits and crowned by the 
Spaniards, wished to deprive the Bohemians of liberty of 
conscience ; they became irritated, carried their complaints 
to the council of Prague, and threw four officers of the 
government out of the windows into the ditches of the 
castle. They immediately raised troops and refused to 
acknowledge Ferdinand II. as successor to Mathias ; they 
offered the imperial crown to Frederick V., elector pala.tine, 
son-in-law of the king of England, and nephew of the stadt
holder of Holland. If Henry IV. had been alive, he would 
have eagerly seized upon such an opportunity for lowering 
the pride of the house of Austria; but the father of the 
elector palatine had actively assisted the Calvinists in France, 
and the perfectly Spanish and Catholic spirit, which governed 
Louis and his court, had made him for a long time abandon 
the cause of the Protestants in Germany, and neglect the 
noble part of arbitrator of Europe. The king, however, felt 
that he ought to dispute with the Spaniards and the house 
of Austria possession of the V alteline, a valley of the Alps 
dependent upon the Grisons, and which opened an easy 
communication between Germany and Italy. 

The Reformers of the kingdom became more and more 
uneasy at the Catholic tendencies of the government. In 
an assembly held by them at Loudun, in 1619, they had 
warmly taken up the cause of their brethren threatened in 
B6Lrn. Their remonstrances were vain ; and two years 
later, in a general assembly at Rochelle, they divided their 
seven hundred churches into eight circles, and drew up a 
kind of constitution in forty-seven articles, in which were 
regulated, under the autlwrity of the king, the levying of 
taxes, and the disciplining of troops: this was creating a 
separate government in the state. Louis XIII. marched 
against them, and subdued Saintonge and Poitou. Rochelle 
was invested, and Montauban, defended by the marquis de 
la Force, sustained a glorious siege, which uselessly cost the 
lives of eight thousand Catholics and of the duke de 
Mayenne, son of the celebrated leader of the League. There 
was but one cry in France against the duke de Luynes, to 
whom this reverse was imputed. The favourite had again 
established himself during this expedition : he had joined to 
his numerous offices those of constable and keeper of the 

' seal& He knew that with the king it was nece!IS&rJ to be 
everything in order to rule him ; but he did no..t long enjoy 
these last dignities: a violent fever cameddlilin: '{\gifi four 
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days. Lesdiguiaoe, head of the royal army, although a Pro
testant, became converted, and was made constable : his 
conversion proved the signal for a great defection in the 
Calvinist party. The marquis de la. Foree and the count de 
Ch!tillon, grandson of Coligny, surrendered, the one Mon
ta.uban, and the other Aigue.-Mortes, for a large gratifica
tion and the baton of a marshal : Rohan remained incor
roptible, but desirous of peace. It was signed at Montpellier, 
in spite of Cond6, by the advice of Medici, ever jealous of 
this prince, whose credit decreased during a calm, and was 
augmented by war. The edict of Nantes was confinned: 
the king permitted the Protestants to assemble for the inte
rests of their worship, but interdicted all political union. 
After this peaoe, Richelieu obtained a cardinal's hat, and the 
marquis de la Vieuville opened to him the doors of the 
council-chamber. La Vieuville inherited a part of the 
favour which the duke de Luynes had enjoyed : he fulfilled 
the functions of prime minister without the title, and main
tained his credit by flattering the tastes of the king, and by 
feeding his dislike for his mother and his jealousy for Gaston 
his brother. He was guilty of a great crime towards this 
prince, of which the king was an IIAXlOmplice, by depriving 
Gaston of an excellent governor, whom he diamissed and 
replaced by the count de Lude, a man of pleasure, only fit 
to corrupt the mind and heart of his young pupil This 
action was destined to profit neither the minister nor the 
king. The minister soon repented of having been the 
means of introducing Richelieu into the council : he got 
possession of the mind of the young monarch, by pointing 
out to him the vices of his government, the immelUI8 
resources of France, and the secret of her strength. La 
Vieuville was .disgraced, and confined in the castle of Am
boise. Richelieu became all-powerful ; he possessed the 
great art of rendering himaelf indispensable to the prince, by 
whom he was not beloved. Louis. XIIL hated every kind 
of spirit of liberty in his subjects ;· he would not admit that 
they should have any rights independent of his will ; he had, 
in a word, a passion for arbitrary power, whilst nature had 
only rendered him capable of obeying ; he found in Richelieu 
the strength he was deficient in, he believed himself with 
his assistance an absolute monarch, and was all the rest of 
his life his first slave. 
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CHAPTER III. 
Administration of Richelieu. 1624-1643. 

Tm: great evils of the kingdom arose from the moral 
weakness of the king, the ambition of the members of the 
royal family, each of whom claimed a part in the government, 
and the pride and avidity of the great, accustomed to have 
both their obedience and their services purchased, and certain 
to increase tlteir power and their fortunes if they could 
manage to make themselves indispensable to any prince the 
head of a party, or formidable to royalty. The strength ot 
France was therefore constantly divided; the government was 
uncertain, the treasury was given over to pillage, and the 
kingdom was a prey to anarchy. The Spaniards took advan
tage of these calamities to dominate in the co~, and their 
powerful political in1luence held the Protestant party in 
continual alarm, without, however, crushing it ; it accus
tomed it to consider itself as a separate people in the nation : 
thence one redoubtable scourge the more for France. Seve
ral strong places belonged to the Calvinists, and the happy 
example of the United Provinces inspired them with the 
chimerical desire of constituting themselves republics, of 
which Rochelle would have been the bulwark and the 
capital. 

Everything changed its appearance in France the moment 
Richelieu seized with a firm hand the guidance of afthlrs. 
The secrets ot council, with which the Spaniards had been 
always previously acquainted, were now kept sacred ; am
basaadol'l! had orders to speak and act with boldness ; the 
one for Rome pointed out to Richelien the usual complicated 
manner it would be necessary to adopt in his negotiations 
with that court : Richelieu replied : " The king is not willing 
to be amused any longer; you will tell the pope that an 
army will be sent into the V alteline." The fact followed the 
menace, and the ambassador was replaced by the cmmt de 
:Bethun~ a Calvinist. The cardinal de Richelieu likewise • 
supported the Orisons, a Protestant people, against the Val
telines, the Catholic vassals of this people. The count de 
Fuentes, that Spanish governor of Milan, for so long a time 
the inveterate enemy of Henry IV. and France, had con
structed forts at the entrance to these valleys, of~ the military 
importance of which he was quite awareg';" an:~-1; ~'Pe, by 
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agreement with Spain, kept an army there to defend them 
against France. The marquis de Coouvres, in obedience to 
the orders of Richelieu, arrived unexpectedly in the V alte
line with troops, repulsed those of the pontift; and rapidly 
obtained possession of the forts and all the places. Tl!e 
pope's nuncio broke forth into loud complaints ; he accused 
the cardinal of supporting the Protestant Orisons : " Yon 
must have much difficulty in carrying such resolutions in the 
council," said he. "Not at all," replied the cardinal; "when I 
was made minister, the pope gave me a brief which permits 
me to do and to say, in safety of conscience, .everything that 
may be useful to the stste." " But," resumed the nuncio, 
"suppose a question should o.rise to aid heretics I" "Well, 
I think," replied Richelieu, "that the brief would extend 
even to that." 

The Spaniards avenged themselves by promising support 
to the Calvinists ; the latter complained that the conditions 
of the peace of Montpellier were ill-observed, and that new 
forts were built round Rochelle, and this time they were the 
aggressors ; Soubise with a fleet took the Isle of Re, and 
Rohan raised Languedoc. Richelieu sent against them 
D'Epernon, Th~mines, and Montmorency. The last-named 
general dispersed their fleet ; Toiras gained possession of 
the Isle of Re, which constituted the security of the port of 
Rochelle, and the minister granted a fresh peace to the 
conquered. Public clamour reproached him with not having 
taken the opportunity to annihilate the Calvinistic party 
when it waa so low ; he was designated tM cardinal de lrs 
RocM-lle, or the pqntiff of tM ProteBtartltl. " I must," said 
Richelieu, on this occasion, " scandalize the world once more 
first." He made allusion, by these words, to his alliance with 
the Orisons and the English, as well as to the marriage he had 
concluded between Madame,• the king's sister, and the Pro
testant heir of the throne of England, so unfortunately cele
brated -under the name of Charles I. 

The war of the V alteline against the Spaniaros and the 
pope waa terminated by the treaty of Monc;on, in Arragon ; 
a treaty which waa not disadvantageous to France. Richelieu 
hastened to conclude it, that he might have time to confront 
the storm which waa brewing against him at court and in 
the interior of the kingdom : the ~wo queens in particular, 

" ~ France, the tit.Ie of Madame waa given to the nearest female 
relat1on of the kiDg, and that of Monsieur to the fi.rst.rpdl! e oj the 
blood. o,g,;zedbyuU\ gre 
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were jealous of his ascendancy over the mind of the king, 
and condemned his policy, which was inimical to the pope 
and Spain. Gaston of Orleans, the king's brother, hated 
Richelieu, who refused him place and authority in the coun
c,il; and the courtiers, against whom Richelieu closed both 
the door of the treasury and the ear of the king, indulged 
in invectives and insults against him. It was against this 
powerful league that the cardinal had to contend. It was 
part of his policy to load with favours and honours nobles 
of high birth or distinguished merit ; but if they afterwards 
joined the ranks of his enemies, they met with neither con
sideration nor mercy from Richelieu. Colonel Ornano, the 
governor aud confidant of Gaston, was the first to experience 
this : Richelieu, with the intention of securing a support 
near the person of the heir presumptive to the crown, gave 
a marshal's bAton to the colonel ; but the colonel awakened 
the ambition of the prince, and wished him to marry against 
the will of the king : Richelieu had him confined, and kept 
him a captive till his death. 

The imprudent and culpable Chala.is was the second 
example of the severe justice or vengeance of the cardinal. 
This rash young man had already once, in concert with 
Gaston, made an attempt upon the life of the minister, who 
had pardoned him. He entered into a new and more exten
sive conspiracy. He loved the young duchess de Chevreuse, 
widow of the duke de Luynes, and he was the soul of the 
league composed of Gaston d'Orleans, the count de Soissons, 
the duke de V end6me, governor of Brittany, the grand prior 
de Vend6me, his brother, both natural sons of Henry IV., 
Queen Anne of Austria herself, and a multitude of subaltern 
accomplices, among whom may be numbered the abM 
Scaglia, ambiUIIIIIdor from Savoy, and an agent from England, 
a creature of the frivolous duke of Buckingham. This duke, 
the favourite of James Land Charles, his son, had been sent 
into France to espouse Henrietta, the sister of the king, in 
the name of Charles I., who had recently succeeded his 
father. He displayed in his embassy an unheard of magni
ficence and an audacious gallantry, of which the queen her
self became the object. Richelieu, BUSpected of an inclina
tion for this princess, avenged the king or himself by humi
liating measures towards Buckingham, who, in consequence, 
nourished a profound resentment, and entered into the cabal 
raised against him. The aim of this league yas to_~ the 
minister : they who formed it were aooused~P\\~g to 
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depose the king, crown Gaston of Orleans, and make him 
marry Anne of Austria. 

When infonned ot this great plot, Richelieu acquainted 
the king and his mother with it; then he feigned to yield to 
the stonn, to renounce his ministry, u.d to retire to his 
country-i!e&t ot LifTWf.WI ; he alone was capable of unravelling 
the threAd of such a complicated intrigue. The king recalled 
him, gave him his entire confidence, and invested him with 
full power. The two V end6mes were soon seduced to Blois, 
arrested, and taken to the castle of Amboise ; Gaston d'Or
leans, intimidated by Richelieu, consented to espouse Made
moiselle de Montpensier, and abandoned his friends ; Chalai.s 
W88 found guilty, by his letters to the ducheaJ de Chevreuse, 
of having insulted the king, and given seditious counsels to 
Gaston ; :he was condemned to death by commission, and 
executed ; the Ma.rshal Ornano died at Vincennes, and the 
grand-prior at A.mboise ; the duke de Vend6me was not 
allowed to leave prison till he had made all the oonfeasions 
required of him. The king compelled Anne of Austria to 
appear in council, and reproached her severely with having 
desired to have a new husband in Gaston d'Orleans : " I 
llhotdd not /w,'l16 gained mough by the charnge," she coolly re
plied. A severe etiquette was imposed upon her, and the 
mme to her apartments was interdicted to men in the 
absence of the king. A great number of nobles were dis
graced, snd among them Baradas, the favourite of the 
monarch, whose fall was as strange and as rapid as his rise 
had been. Louis XIIL dismissed D' Aligre, keeper of the 
seals, and exiled Madame de Chevreuse into Lorraine : a 
guard of musketeers was given to the cardinal, with the city 
of Brouage as a place of safety. The issue of this great 
conspiracy increased the power of the minister, and he was 
suspected of having designedly raised the stonn against hi.m
selt; as an opportunity for punishing and . crushing all his 
enemies. 

Richelieu, escaped from this peril, summoned an assembly 
of the notables at the Tuileries, which was opened by the 
speech of the chancellor Marillac, keeper of the seals. It 
approved all the acts of the cardinal, the suppression of the 
great charges, the recovery of the royal domains, alienated 
at a low price, the reduction of pensions, the demolition of 
fortrel!8ell in the interior, and praised the minister for all his 
~ retrenchment~!: It only cont~cted ~ UJ.>O~ one 
polnt, and even this apparent oppomtion') Wa8°>~~on. 
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Richelieu had pretended to wish that capital punishment for 
political crimes should be abolished : the assembly penetrated 
his thoughts, and insisted upon the necessity for exemplary 
chastisement& The king at this period suppressed the offices 
of constable and great admiral, and created Richelieu super
intendent of commerce and navigation. 

The year 1627 was remarkable for an extraordinary fact · 
in the history of France. Francis de Montmorency, coUDt 
de Bonteville, had killed the coUDt de BUIII!J in a duel ; he 
was tried and condemned to death with Francis de Rosmadec, 
oount des Chapelles, his aecond, in virtue of the edict passed 
by Henry IV. against single combats, which had been so 
destrnctive to the nobility. Their death afforded an example, 
almost solitary in the history of France, of great nobles being 
punished for having offended, not the prince, but the laws. 

Fresh plots soon broke out against Richelieu. The duchess 
de Chevreuse again conspired, and in concert with the abb6 
Scaglia. and Lord Montague, Buckingham's confidant, she 
attempted to raise the Calvinists. Her correspondence 
being seized, she took refuge in England. Buckingham ap
peared before Rochelle with a formidable fleet; the Rochellais 
shut their port against him, and he landed upon the Isle of 
Re, which the marquis de Toiras defended gloriously against 
him : Richelieu sent numerous reinforoements into the island, 
under the marshal de Schomberg ; Buckingham being unable 
to effect anything, re-embarked, and set sail for England. 

The moment was arrived at which the minister might 
d~roy a perpetual focus ofwa.r and the bulwark of the Pro
testant party : he laid siege to Rochelle, and commanded the 
operations in person. On both sides this siege was remark
able for heroic courage and ·perseverance. 

Rohan, an illustrious soldier and head of the party, was 
then absent from the city. His mother and sister encouraged 
the inhabitants by their speeches and example. Full of en
thusiasm for their religion and their liberty, they made choice 
of a mayor named Guiton, who, before accepting the magis
tracy and the command, presented a poniard to them, say
ing : " I only accept the office of your mayor upon the con
dition of plunging this poniard into the heart of the first 
person who shall speak of surrendering ; and that it be em
ployed against me if I ever hint at capitulating." The 
Rochellais expected by sea, on the part of the English, a 
supply of muniti~n an~ troops : ~chelieu depri_yed t~em of 
this hope by a g1g&nt1c construct1on :0 he 'caWMid0 &ayke to 



SURRENDER OF ROCHELLE. (A.D. 1628. 

be constructed in the sea, of four thoU8IIolld seven hundred 
teet in length.* The besieged allowed him to carry on the 
work, confident that the waves would destroy it : they twice 
carried it away; but the cardinal resumed the labour a third 
time, and completed it. Louis XIII. animated these ope
rations by his presence. An English fleet, commanded by 
Buckingham, was preparing to sail to the assistance of the 
city, but at the moment the duke was about to embark, an 
Englishman, named Felton, a"SSssinated him. The flee~ 
notwithstanding, set sail ; it cannonaded the dyke in vain, 
and, being unable to force a pa.BBBge, it departed, leaving the 
besieged a prey to the horrors of famine. The mayor Guiton 
replied to their melancholy complaints : " If there should be 
only one man left in the city, let him keep the gates shut." 
At length, after an entire year of admirable resistance, the 
Rochellais, without hope and without resources, agreed to 
surrender : their city lost its privileges, but the inhabitants 
preserved the free exercise of their worship. 

It was not only the Protestant party that Richelieu struck 
by taking Rochelle ; this vigorous blow fell equally upon the 
factious princes and nobles, who confessed themselves to be 
conquered in that city more than the Huguenots : Richelieu 
deprived rebellion, under whatever standard it ventured to 
show itself, of every strong place that was deemed impreg
nable, and of every free communication with foreigners : he 
thus took away from armed parties resources without which 
they could no more promise themselves any durable advan
tage. 

France, delivered from the fear of civil war, was ardently 
desirous of peace ; but the end of perilous and difficult enter
prises would have been the termination of the administra
tion of Richelieu. Louis XIII. endured his yoke with much 
impatience ; his flatterers pressed him to dismiss his minister 
and govern himself; he promised to resolve to reign alone. 
It was always the Iring's object to be freed from the emba.r- ' 
1'8BSIDent of the moment ; it was therefore the interest of 
Richelieu to coUBtantly create fresh embarrassments, and to 
extricate him from one war only to hurry him immediately 
into another. The national pride of Richelieu was, in this, 
in accordance with his own interest : heir to the projects of 
Henry IV. against the house of Austria, he wished that his 
nation should be preponderant in Europe ; and he sinrerely 
believed that it was not only important to the security of 

* It was constructed by tbe engineers M4!t6ceau< add"lin@ e 
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France, but moreover to its honour, that other states should 
be lowered and humbled before it. A pretext for war soon 
presented itself, upon the occasion of the second marriage of 
Gaston d'Orleans. The first wife of this prince had died, 
leaving him one daughter, who was the celebrated Made
moiselle de Montpensier. The queen-mother, always occu
pied with the interests of her house, wished to make him 
marry a Florentine princess, whilst Gaston was in love with 
Mary de Gonzagua, daughter of the duke de Ne•ers, heiress 
of Mantua and Montferrat, a principality upon which the 
duke of Savoy had pretensions, supported by the emperor 
and the king of Spain. Richelieu prevailed upon the king 
to assist the duke de Nevers against the house of Austria, 
and this drew upon himself the hatred of Mary de Medici, 
who from that time meditated depriving him of the super
intendence of her household. 

The king took the field ; the marshals Toiras, Crequi, 
Bassompierre, and Schomberg commanded the army under 
him, and Richelieu himself watched all its operations. The 
queen-mother immediately satisfied her resentment against 
Mary de Gonzagua by shutting her up at Vincennes, where 
she detained her in close captivity till the return of the
monarch. Louis forced the pass of Susa in the heart of the 
winter ; the duke of Savoy submitted, and left; the passage 
free to the French, who drove the Spaniards out of Casal :. 
the latter were soon constrained to sue for peace, which was: 
signed at Susa, and was highly favourable to the duke of 
Mantua. 

The Calvinist party was by no means yet annihilated, and 
the duke de Rohan sustained himself in the south, with the 
aid of Spain. The count-duke Olivarez, faithful to the policy 
of the times, believed it his duty to strengthen the remains 
of this unfortunate party in France, in order to keep up in 
that kingdom a nucleus of perpetual, troubles, and promised 
.Rohan three hundred thousand ducats : this assistance came 
too late. Louis XIIL, on his return from Piedmont, fell 
rapidly upon the small number of places still possessed 
by the Protestants; such as remained were burnt or destroyed; 
Rohan submitted, and concluded a peace on the 27th of June, 
at AJais. He received a hundred thousand crowns from the 
king to dismiss his troops, and aRerwards retired to Venice. 
From that time the Protestants no longer formed a separate 
&late in the state : they had been reduced to i~\(nll~ssity, 
so fatal to the kingdom, by the atrocious"\lifJl'e'n~otah~ 11ons 
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of Henry II. ; but France could not without danger re
main thus divided into two nations, and the ruin of the Cal
vinists, as a political party, did great honour to the cardinal 
de Richelieu. They ceased to have a separate government, 
and no longer treated with that of the king as a power with 
a power ; they otherwise preserved the exercise of their re
ligion and all their rights, as the edict of Nantes had estab
lished them. The king conferred the title of principal 
minister upon Richelieu, to recompense him for his services, 
and to make him amends for the 10118 of the favour of Mary 
de Medici. 

War soon broke out again in Piedmont. Charles Em
manuel having onoe more opened his states to the Spaniards, 
Richelieu resolved to act with vigour, and himself assumed 
the command of the French army, wi.th the title of lieutenant
general, representing the person of the king. He went to 
oppose the celebrated Spanish general Ambrose Spinola, who 
took poeseBBion of the states of the duke of Mantua, with the 
exoeption of Casal, which was . occupied by France. Victor 
Amadeus, husband of the princees Christina, sister of Louis 
XIII., BUcceeded his father, Charles Emmanuel, as duke of 
Sa.voy, and the war continued without any decisive BUccess. 

Richelieu had called the marshal de Marillao into Pied
mont ; he was commanding an army of observation on the 
frontiers of Lorraine, and did not obey the summons, detained, 
it is said, by the instances of the queen-mother, constantly 
hostile to the French in Piedmont. Torias, not receiving 
the expected succour, surrendered the city of Casal to the 
Spaniards, and held the citadel : Austria and Spain were 
&bout to triumph, if a powerful diversion bad not been ef
fected in the north by the illustrious king of Sweden, Gus
tavus Adolphus. 

The king of Denmark, beaten by the most celebrated 
generals of the empire, W alstein and Tilly, had, by signing 
the peace of Lubeck, laid down the first part in the Protest
ant League, which Gustavus Adolphus, excited by Richeliea, 
and treated as an UBUrper by the emperor Ferdinand, imme
diately took up. Gustavus entered Germany, and with his 
invasion commenced the third epoch of the thirty years' war. 
The emperor, forced to recall his troops from Italy, signed a. 
peaoe at Ratisbon, engaging to invest the duke de Nevers 
with the duchies of Mantuh and Montferrat. France pro
mised to restore the states conquered from Victot Amadeus, 
and to form no alliance with the enemies oft·the emp~ CThe 



A.D.l630.) THE DAY OF THE DUPES. 347 

marshal de Schomberg, prepared to give battle to the Spani
ards, refused at first to abide by this treaty, the most active 
negotiator of which was J u1ius Mazarin, afterwards so famous, 
but then a simple attach6 to the legation of Pancirole, nuncio 
from Pope Urban VIII. Mazarin boldly threw himself 
between the two armies on the point of engaging, amidst a 
shower of bullets, and stopped the French, who, eager for the 
:fight, cried out, "No~ noM~ I" He, however, suc
ceeded in persuading their leaders, and the treaty of Ratis
bon was confirmed by the marquis de St. Croix for Spain, 
and by the marshal de Schomberg for France. 

At the end of this expedition, Louis XIIL fell dangerously 
i1l at Lyons, and Richelieu believed himselflost. The king, 
however, reeovered and returned to Paris, where an equal 
peril threatened his minister. The queen-mother, rendered 
furious by the results of tht> war in Piedmont, undertaken 
against her son-in-law Victor Amadeus, demanded of the 
king, with tears and violent anger, the dismissal of the car
dinal, in his presence, and loaded the minister with bitter 
reproaches. The king, to terminate a pa.inful acene, sharply 
ordered Richelieu to retire ; the latter believed himself dis
graced, and the queen mother considered her triumph certain; 
such was, likewi.!le, the opinion of the whole court ; and whilst 
the cardinal was burning his papers and placing his treasures 
in security, the courtiers flocked in crowds to Mary de Medici 
to rejoice with her and felicitate her. The king retired to 
his house at Versailles. • Ricbelieu, before aetting out, en
couraged by his friends, resolved to make another effort ; he 
followed Louis, obtained an interview, justified himself, re
ceived an order to remain at the helm of the state, and when 
aJl his enemies were rejoicing at his fall, he appeared among 
them more powerful than ever. This day is known by the 
name of tAe Day of the Dupu. 

The first act of the increased power of Richelieu was the 
arrest of the two brothers Marillac, the one a marshal of 
France, the other keeper of the seals, who, although they 
owed their elevation to the cardinal, had shown themaelves his 
most inveterate adversaries. Before punishing them, however, 
Richelieu wished to lower and disarm his powerful enemies : 
he loaded with favours and promises the friends of Gaston 
d'Orleans, particularly Puy-Laurens and the president Le 
Coigneux, the confidants of the prince, whose favour he thus 
sought to gain ; but, excited by the two q een~ Gaston 

* V eraaillea was then only a hunt.lng'~lollge~0 81 e 
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repaired to the palace of the minister, at the head of a crowd 
of gentlemen, insulted him, and threatened him with the 
full weight of his anger ; then, after this violent and absurd 
scene, he left Richelieu, who had believed himself in peril of 
his life, and retired to his appanage of Orleans, where he levied 
troops. Richelieu, in a great council, held before the king, 
exposed the sta.te of the kingdom, the causes of the troubles, 
and the only remedy capable of putting an end to them ; he 
no longer hesitated to pronounce the ban.i.shment of the queen
mother as the only efficacious means. The king consented 
to this measure, which had now become so neoessa.ry. He 
went purposely to Compi~gne, whither Medici accompanied 
him ; he quickly departed again, and left her alone with her 
women in that residence, where his will was made known to 
her. Gaston, when informed of the disgrace of his mother, 
wished to take arms in her cause ; but, prevented by the 
king, who was advancing with troops, he escaped into Lor
raine, and all his adherents were declared guilty of high 
treason. 

Incapable of remaining in the kingdom without intriguing 
and without dominating, Mary de Medici committed the 
fault of retiring into Spanish Flanders, to which Richelieu 
opened her the road, and where she, to his great satisfaction, 
demanded a refuge. Gaston, had he possessed either head or 
heart, might easily have moved Spain, Savoy, Rome, and the 
empire in favour of his banished mother ; but he was only 
capable of compromising his friends and abandoning them 
in the hour of danger. He signalized himself in Lorraine by 
his frivolous gallantries, and secretly married the princess 
Marguerite, sister of the duke Charles IV. The king disturbed 
his nuptials without being acquainted with them ; he fell 
suddenly upon Lorraine, obliged the duke to sacrifice part of 
his dominions to him, to receive a French garrison in his best 
places, and to banish Jlonaieur, who retired to Brussels, the 
centre of the maloontents and exiles from the court of 
France. 

At liberty now to listen to his anger and satisfy his ven
geance, Richelieu laid aside all oonsidera.tion, and acted with 
the utmost vigour. All who hesitated between him and Me
dici were constrained to relinquish their offices and leave the 
court ; the trial of the marshal de Ma.rilla.c was instituted at 
Y erdu.n by a commission, which proving too slow in punishing, 
was dissolved and replaced by another hostile torthe marshal, 
and presided over by Chateauneuf, the keepijr"'~l~Seai.s, 
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his personal enemy. Ch&teauneuf was a sub-deacon, and, as 
such, unable to sit in the quality of a judge ; he, however, 
obtained a dispensation from Rome. Ma.rillac was trans
ported to Ruel, to the very house of the cardinal, where he 
was tried and condemned to death as guilty of peculation, of 
extortion, and tyranny in the exercise of his power. His real 
crime was having endeavoured to ruin Richelieu, his bene
factor, by promoting the failure of the late war in Piedmont : 
he was decapitated ; his brother, the ex-keeper of the seals, 
died in prison. Numerous proscriptions further signalized 
the vengeance of the minister : the count de Moret, the 
marqnis de la Vieuville, the dukes d'Elbeuf and de Balle
garde, were condemned to lose their estates and their heads, 
for having joined the duke of Orleans and Mary de Medici 
in a foreign country ; the property of the queen-mother was 
likewise seized, and an inventory of it taken, as if she had 
been dead. 

The refugees did not at all abandon the hope of exciting 
revolts in France. Gaston raised an army of deserters and 
bandits in the country of Treves; the duke de Montmorency, 
a brave and loyal soldier, brother-in-law of Conde, allowed 
himself to be seduced by the prince, and whether he thought 
it hi.s duty to deliver France from Richelieu, or whether he 
wished, by rende1ing himself redoubtable, to sell his submis
sion at the price of the constable's sword, he attempted to 
raise IAlnguedoc, of which he was governor, in favour of Gas
ton : but Richelieu was beforehand with his enemies. The 
marshals de la Force and de Schomberg entered Languedoc 
at the head of two royal armies at the moment Gaston was 
effecting his junction with Montmorency. The two parties 
met near Castelnaudary. Montmorency, very inferior in 
numbers, began the action by precipitating himself upon the 
royal army with a weak troop : he was surrounded, taken 
and led away captive before Gaston's eyes, who made not 
the least effort to deliver him, and whose whole army im
mediately dispersed. Such of the friends and partisans 
of the prince as were taken in arms were treated without 
mercy : more consideration was exercised towards those who. 
remained about him, particularly Puy-La.urens. Richelieu 
always contemplated in Gaston the presumptive heir to the 
crown ; he permitted him to retire to Tours, where this 
prince arrived, more disgraced by his baseness than by hi.s 
rebellion. Montmorency was brought before t}j.e. :Parliament 
of Tonlouse, condemned to death, and 0ex~iecP:O:Jl c:Ued 
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like a repentant a.nd resigned Christian ; a crowd of others 
bore their heads to the scaffold, and Gaston, terrified by the 
rigour of the cardinal, quitted France again. 

Richelieu was at this period attacked by a serious malady. 
His numerous enemies evinced an imprudent joy on the 
occasion; the duchess de Chevreuse, frequently a rebel, but 
for whom Richelieu entertained a ridiculous weakness, par
took of the general expectation and satisfaction. The 
minister recovered, a.nd proved implacable. The duchess 
fled away; the keeper of the eeals, Chi.tea.uneuf, was impri
soned in the castle of Angoul~me, a.nd remained there till 
the death of Richelieu ; the commander of Jars, suspected of 
having been pleasing to the duchess, was given up to a.n 
iniquitous commission, presided over by the ferocious Sieur 
de la Feymas, surnamed the cardmal:B ~sr : afier 
having undergone twenty-eight interrogatories without con
fessing a.nything, the commander was condemned, though 
innocent, a.nd only obtained pardon on the scaffold. 

The king, upon being informed of his brother's second 
marriage, caused it to be annulled by the Parliament and by 
a.n 888embly of the clergy of France, as having been con
tracted without his consent. The court of Rome had decided 
that the marriage was valid, a.nd continued to recognise it as 
such. Louis XIII. took no account of this decision ; he 
invaded Lorraine, a.nd wished to foroe the duke to place his 
sister Margnerite in his hands : this princess escaped, and 
joined her husband at Brussels, where Mary de Medici 
received her as a daughter. Louis XIIL besieged Nancy; 
the duke Charles IV., in no condition to resist, abdicated in 
favour of the cardinal Nicholas Francis, his brother ; the 
latter, without consulting Rome, made all haste to lay down 
his cardinal's hat and get married ; he soon after, however, 
made his escape in company with his wife, abandoning his 
states to France 

The queen-mother from the place of her exile still con
tinued active in disseminating plots, and two of her domes
tics were put to death, being accused by the cardinal of 
making an attempt upon his life. She entertained a warm 
desire to return to France, a.nd Richelieu placed her return 
at the price of the abandonment of her favourites ; but Mary 
refused to deliver them up to· his vengeRD.ce. Gaston, her 
son, was then at varia.noe with her ; he quitted his mother 
with the Mme carelessness that he would have dess~ all 
his friends, and came to court, where, ing,,the, ~d8tglf;:bril-
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Iiant festivities, Richelieu sought, but in vain, to obtain his 
oonsent to the annulling of his marriage. In this oiroum
stance, Monrit.wr for the first time evinced firmness, and 
retired to Blois, with Puy-La.urens his favourite; the latter 
was loaded with wealth and honours by the cardinal ; he 
obtained in marriage a relation of the minister's with a 
magnificent dowry, and was made a duke and a peer, in the 
hope that he would induce the prince to yield to the wishes 
of the king ; but Puy-La.urens not serving Richelieu in the 
way he intended he should, was seduced to Paris, seized, and 
thrown into the Bastille, where he remained till he died. 

The thirty years' war continued to desolate Germany ; the 
great Gustavus, supported by the subsidies of Richelieu, had 
changed the fortune of it. A conqueror at Leipzig in 1631, 
and afterwards at the passage of the Leek, in which Tilly 
lost his life, he was about to encamp before Vienna, when 
the emperor Ferdinand recalled the illustrious W alstein, 
whom he had disgraced. The two rivals of glory met at 
Lutzen in 1632; Gustavus was conqueror, but he died on 
the field of battle, and fortune again abandoned his party. 
W alstein beat the Swedes, and was not able to follow up his 
Bllocess ; he perished at Egra, assassinated by those who had 
received orders from the emperor to arrest him : it was the 
archduke Ferdinand, eldest son of the emperor, who gained, 
in 1634, the decisive victory of N ordlingen over the Swedish 
army, commanded by the famous Bernard, duke of Saxe
Weimar. This victory was followed by the peace of Prague, 
by which the elector of Saxony abandoned the Protestants. 
Richelieu took them under his protection : this was the 
fourth and last epoch of the thirty years' war. France thus 
carried out the projects of Henry IV., by attacking both 
branches of the house of Austria at the same time ; the 
war lasted thirteen years against one, and twenty-five 
against the other. 

Riohelieu prepared for the success of his military plans by 
the greatest efforts ; he concluded an offensive and defensive 
alliance with Holland and Sweden, and thus assured himself 
of the concurrence o{ the army of the prince of Orange in 
the Netherlands, and of that which the duke of Saxe
Weimar commanded on the Rhine. Riohelieu signed at the 
aa.me time fresh treaties with the Swiss, and the dukes of 
Savoy and Parma. His plan for the war embraced at once 
Flanders, the Rhine, the V alteline, and Italy ; &fl.d he (ormed 
four anniee, destined to act simultaneouslY' oupo'iiO@!Clhese 
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frontiers : the military forces of the kingdom were thus 
carried all at once to a very superior figure to what they 
had previously attained. Richelieu, who fancied himself to 
be quite as great a captain as he was a statesman, undertook 
to direct, from the depths of his closet, all the operations of 
the war : in his eyes, the first quality of the generals he 
chose ought to be obedience, and he apportioned the com
mands in each army in such a manner, that the leaders might 
mutually watch each other, and that no one should think 
himself sufficiently powerful to act by his single responsi
bility. He thus beforehand shackled the movements of the 
armies, and prepared future sanguinary reverses for them : 
he commenced, however, with successes. 

The army of the N ortb, under the marshals de Cbitillon 
and de Brez~, was to join that of the States-General of Hol
land in the Luxembourg, to drive the Spaniards out of 
Belgium. The latter were commanded by Prince Thomas of 
Savoy, who bad adopted the party of the house of Austria, 
whilst Duke Victor Amadeus, his brother, was drawn in, 
in spite of himse~ to serve France. The prince acted 
boldly, with fifteen thousand men, between the two divisions 
of the army of the North, in order to destroy them sepa
rately : his rashness was punished; they fell upon him at the 
same time in the plain of A mine, took from him fifty stan
dards and effected their junction before Maastricht with the 
.Dutch, commanded by the prince of Orange. The united 
. army amounted to fif\y thousand combatants, and might have 
performed great things. but it abandoned itself to the most 
frightful excesses ; the sack of Tirleruont aroused the Bel
·gians, till that time undecided : they flew to arms, and thus 
gave time for the imperial army of Piecolomini to come up. 
This army compelled the French to raise the siege of Lou
vain, and constrained them to remain inactive till the end of 
the campaign. 

The French army of Germany, divided into several bodies, 
under the marshal de Ia Force and the duke of Saxe-Weimar, 
were opposed on one part by the duke of Lorraine, who was 
beaten by La Force, at Montbeillard ; and on the other part 
by the celebrated Gallas, who blockaded a part of the army 
of :Bernard in Mayence, and held that great general himselt 
in check at Sarrebruck. Richelieu confided a new army of 
fifteen thousand men to the cardinal de la V alette, who 
succeeded in joining and disengaging Bernard. Mayence 
waa relieved from blockade, Bernard pasaedd tJie:~e; and 
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offered Gallas battle, but could not force him to accept his 
challenge. Famine and disease attacked his army ; it made 
a disastrous retreat, and returned to Metz reduced by a hal£ 
The duke of Lorraine recovered a part of his duchy, from 
which, however, he was soon expelled by a third army, com
manded by Louis XIII. in person. The king attempted n& 
great operation on the Rhine, he did not pass that river, and 
the wreoks of the three armies directed upon that frontier, 
covered Champagne and Lorraine, then threatened by the 
Imperialists, under Gallaa and John de. Werth. 

Italy was the third theatre cf the stratagetic operations 
of Richelieu. The allied princes of France, with the dukes 
of Savoy, Parma, and Mantua, were to conquer the Milanese, 
and the marshal de Crequi, with 15,000 men, had orders tG 
second them. Frequent altercations between the duke of 
Savoy and the marshal paralyzed all the movements of the 
army, which, after advancing, failed in an attack upon Fraa- • 
carolo, and was constrained to raise the siege of V alanza.. 
Crequi fall back upon France, abandoning the princes, his 
allies, whose states were speedily invaded. The French 
armies were fortunate nowhere but in the V alteline, where 
the duke de Rohan commanded ; he fully maintained the 
reputation he had gained in the civil wars, and succeeded in 
cutting off all communication between the imperial corps of 
Lombardy and Austria ; he kept his ground with only five 
thousand men, in a country in a state of insurrection, 
against the generals Serbelloni and Fernamont, who attacked 
hlm. with superior forces : a conqueror at Morbegno, Rohan 
repulsed Fernamont in the Tyrol, and then drove Serbelloni 
and the Spaniards from the V alteline, after the glorious 
battle of the Val de Presle. On this point only the cam
paign of 1635 was honourable for France ; the command 
had not there been divided, and the intelligence which con
ceived was there always united with the will that executed. 

Richelieu commenced the following campaign with as 
many armies as in the preceding, and met with as great 1 

reverses. He hoped to conquer Franche-Comte, a Spanish 
province, against which he had directed his best troops, under 
the prince de Cond6 ; but this army was quickly recalled to 
cheok the lmpelia.lists, who had invaded France. The Infant 
cardinal, Piccolomini, and John de Werth, entered Picardy 
and Champagne with forty thousand men : the count de 
Soissons, an enemy of Richelieu, alone guard~ these pro
vinces with a weak corps : many cities su~b£~~rbie, 

2 A 
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the 1aet strong place on that frontier, wu taken, whilst a 
1100nd imperial anny, under Ga.Uas and the king of Hun
fi'ZY• penetrated into Burgundy. Terror reigned in Paris, 
where loud murmul'!l broke out against the eudinal. Hia 
euemies rejoiced at revel'SeS which prepared his disgrlclt. 
whilst be himsel.( reasaured by the famous Capuchin Joseph 
4fu Tremblay, his most OODftdential agent, a48eted to mOYe 
about the city without gnuds, 11attered the people, and boasted 
fll his reeources. Numbers of the nobility haatened i1o the 
aide of the king, and increaaed the army. 

The peril of Fl'Ulce wu the pretext for &esh plata agaiut 
tile cardinaL Gaston of Orle&DS and the· count de 8oiamB 
'llllited for the purpose of effecting his l'1lin. Two of the 
CIIRlDt'a gentlemen, Saint Pol a.ud Montresor, iD ooaeert witlt 
the two princes, determined to a•=n•te him; Guton wu 
tb give the signal ; but his heart failed him at the IIIOIIleD 

•flf execution. The plot miscarried, and the count de BcDiJsMII 
euaght refuge in the city of Sedan with the duke de Bouillcm. 
He had placed his hopes in the enemy's annies wfrich 
were to be contended wi•h ; but they did not take due ad
w.ntage of their ll1lOOellll68 ; loaded with booty, and weakened 
'by want of discipline and by desertion, they evacuate~~ 
-.ranee : the royal army besieged and retook Corbie. Wo 
important advantage was gained during this campaign, either 
iD the V alteline or Piedmont. The duke of Sawy and the 
.-rquis de Crequi obtained a bloody victory near I.eb 
)(ajor, at Tornavento, over the :rnarquia de l.eganel, the 
8pa.nish governor of the MiJanese ; but this victory produced 
BO result. 

The emperor Ferdinand IL died the following yMZ; his 
.m succeeded him, under the name of Ferdinand ill., aad 
obliged the duke de &han to evacuate the V alteline, in 
apite of the positive orders of Richelieu. Rohan p8lll6d over 
t& Guebriant the command of his forces, and served as a 
'WIIIlunteer under the duke of Saxe-W eim&r. Victor A.mlldeus, 
a very insincere ally of France, died the ll&Dle year, leaving 
1ba throne to a son under age, and the regency to his widow 
Christine, sister of Louis XIII. 

Anne of Austria, during the courae of this war, had been 
MCUSed of complicity with her family ; nevertheless, a short 
JllCOilciliation took place between her and Louis XIII. This 
wu said to be due to Mademoiselle De la Fayette, who 'Will 

beloved by the monarch. Having sought IYJ.-98Ylmn from his 
llttentiona in the convent of the Visitatioiq B1ih'QH.!.1Jated the 
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pnjadicea of which Alme was the object, and re-established a 
goocl1UidentandiDg between the king and the queen for some 
time. The birth of Loiua XIV. wu the fruit of this inter
aaane : Alme of Au.t.ria 'W88 confiDed with him on the 6th 
Set· bar, 1638, after twe11ty-two years of sterility. 

The war ooutinued, aDd 'W88 only fortunate on the Rhine, 
'W'IIere Weimar, lifter haviDg been beaten at Rheinfeld, sur
.,n.ed the .A11B1irius in the intoxication of triumph, gained 
a CliJIIlplete mto:ry mer them, and made their four generals 
pi-mere. Tbe operatio~~a on Qle frontiers of Spain were 
ctirected by c.diDal Sourdis, archbishop of Bordeaux, and 
),y the primce de CoDd6 : they were forced in their lines by 
tlw edmiral of OutiJle, aad obliged to raise the siege of Fon· 
fMabia cfurgncet'ally. Tiley reproached, but without reason, 
ilia duke de la Valette, who W88 encamped at a short dis
._ from them, with not bsving aided them; and thus, the 
tiiuwiDg J'Mol", dNw down a capital conviction on his head. 

'!'be iDIIIIt.rious general Bernard, duke of Saxe-Weimar, 
61 DOt 1oDg &arrive his victory of Rheinfeld ; he died of 
t.Jpha fever in 1639. li'ru.ce purchased his conquests in 
Germauy and his army, the command of which waa given to 
tile dub de Longaeville, who, in concert with the count de 
9aebriaDt, Jllllled the BhiDe, and kept the field during two 
,.a beyond that river, without any decided successes, bu~ 
eqaaUy wBboat :revenes. All Richelieu's efforts were theu. 
~ towarda J'landers, whither he sent three armies, 
allier the amnmand of 1.& Meilleraye, ChAtillon, and De 
~ The king wished to be pre~ent at the opera
._ in penon ; but events did not correspond with his 
1lapes. The army of Feuqui~s was destroyed by Piccolo
.mi, at Thionville ; Ch&tillon, deprived of the aasistance of 
a coUeagae, only obtained unimportant 81lCCeSSell ; La Meil
Jaaye confined his to the taking of Hesdin, which he effected 
ia the king's sight, and received the blton of a marshal on 
die breach. Thua ended the campaign of 1639 in the north. 
k wu more brilliant in Piedmont. That country was at this 
period the centre of intrigues. Cardinal Maurice, and Thomas 
prinee of Carignan, brother of the late duke, disputed the 
ngeocy with his widow Christine, whilst le P~re Moned, a 
.J.U~ and the confeesor of that princess, exched her against 
1tiche1ieu. The cardinal caused this Jesuit to be carried oft; 
...t detained him prisoner till his death. The brothers-in
a of Christine mcceeded in getting their nretensioll8r8tlp
--~ b the l.H.- f 8 • b • • D ~ IHdoY. ~V.VXl\.jto .--- y ~ o pam, y proDlllllDg lin&t pnnce _ 
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give up the strong places of Piedmont to him. The reg4t 
implored assistance of the king of France, her brother ; 
Richelieu confided an army to the cardinal de la V alette, 
who, under pretext of pl"otecting the son of Victor Amadeus, 
invaded half his territories, and then expired of a contagious 
fever. Richelieu gave him an able successor in Henry of 

, Lorraine, count d'Harcourt, who revictualled Casal, then 
besieged by the Spaniards, and a!l;erwards effected a fine and 
a difficult retreat from Chiari to Carignan, in presence of the 
very superior armies of Prince Thomas and Leganez, whom 
he conquered in the glorious battle of La. Rotta. . 

The principal belligerent powel'l!, France, the Empire, and 
Spain, notwithstanding some partial successes, gathered' no 
fruit from this disastrous war, to which they were urged on 
by the directing ministers of Philip IV. and Louis XIIL, 
Olivarez and Richelieu. France was exhausted, and Riche
lieu had had recourse to the most shameful expedients to 
procure the necessary subsidies : he seized the funds of the 
H8tel de Ville, threw the fundholders, who ventured to com
plain, into the Bastille, and forbade the parliaments to pro
tect them : he weakened the consideration which the magis
trature enjoyed, by selling a great number of new judicial 
appointments : the reverses even of the armies seemed to 
redouble the obstinacy of the cardinal and increase his de
votedness to the war. He lost in 1638 his most confidential 
agent, le P~re J 011eph, a Capuchin, who was better acquainted 
than any other person with the art of persuading kings and 
the mode of penetrating their secrets. " I have lost my right 
arm," said Richelieu, on being informed of his death. This 
famous Capuchin is accused of having encouraged the san
guinary disposition of the cardinal ; but he required no incen
tives in that respect, as he proved by ordering the prosecu
tion of the duke de Ia V alette, brother of the cardinal of that 
name, and widower of a natural sister of the king. LaValette 
dared to ridicule and critici.ee his nets. Richelieu accused 
him of treachery at the siege of Fontarabia. Louis XIII., 
his brother-in-law, appointed a commission to try him, com
pOlled of dukes and peers, counsellors of state and Ill1lgistrates, 
and wished to preside at the trial himself. Several of the 
commissaries c1fosen, and among them the presidents Le Jai, 
Novion, and Bellievre, pointed out the illegality of this tri
bnnal : " You create difficulties and pretend to be instructors 
of kings," said the angry monarch to them; " (!-anl m&l>ter, 
and I can have the dukes and peers of nfY''IWlgtlo'tlPGi&l by 
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whom it seems best to me." None of the dukes or peers 
o~jected. La V alette, who had taken refuge in England, 
was tried as contumacious, condemned to death, accordiug to 
the manifesto of the king, and was executed in effigy. 

Two great events, of which the policy of Richelieu could 
claim no part, distinguished the year 1640, and were of 
immense advantage to France. The peoples of the Spanish 
monarchy were oppressed by the despotism of the prime 
minister Olivarez. Catalonia broke into open insurrection, 
and gave itself entirely up to France, whilst about the same 
period another revolution took place at Lisbon, where the 
yoke of Spain was likewise broken : the Portuguese elected 
as their king Duke John of Braganza, a descendant of their 
ancient ·monarchs. Depressed by these enormous losses, 
Spain carried on the war with France very languidly. 

Guebriant, who had succeeded the duke de Longueville at 
the head of the army of Germany, maintained himself with 
honour in that country ; but the two principal points of 
military operations were then Artois and Piedmont. A 
numerous army was collected in Picardy under the three 
ma.rshals, De la Meilleraye, De ChAtillon, and De Chaulnes ; 
it entered Artois and invested Arras, of which Louis XIII. 
and Richelieu came to urge on the siege. It was here that 
the illustrious Fabert, a soldier of fortune, made himself 
known by a noble feat. Richelieu asked him if he knew 
any one who would dare, for a hundred thousand crowns, to 
penetrate into the besieged place and reconnoitre it : " I will 
go for honour," replied he, and kept his word. He after
wards raised himse~ by merit alone, to the dignity of a 
marshal of France. In vain the Infant cardinal attempted 
to force the French lines and cause the siege to be raised : 
Arras capitulated. A young hero, the duke d'Enghien, who 
became the Great Cond~, performed his first feats of arms in this 
campaign under the orders of the marshal de la Meilleraye. 

The campaign of Piedmont was still more glorious for the 
French arms. The COilDt d'Harcourt, with ten thousand 
men against twenty thousand, forced the marquis de Leganez 
to raise the siege of Casal : he threw himself afterwards, by 
an audacious and rapid march, upon Turin, which was 
defended by Prince Thomas, and invested that place. 
Leganez wished to disengage it. The French besieging .army 
found itself besieged in its turn in its lines by an army very 
superior in numbers, and warmly pressed betw~n the latter 
and the garrison. D'Harcourt, by the d crkpidit~l<of his 
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mananrvres, deceived the enemy's two generals; he 'beat 
them both, and forced Prince Thomas to capitulate. He waa 
ably seconded by the younger brother of the duke de Bouillon, 
the viscount de Turenne, who was destined to be one day 
counted among the greatest captains of Europe. 

Thus, for the first time since the breaking out of this 
-.nguinary war, the French had the advantage on all their 
frontiers. Riohelieu profi5ed by the ciroumat&nce, to deal 
.the Jut blow upon his enemies. He caused England and 
Holland to be shut against the poor and suppliant mother of 
tlte king : he falaely 800illled the duke de V end3me, a D&tural. 
brother of the Icing's, of an attempt against his life, and 
placed him under the obligation of flying : then he turned 
all his strength againat the count de Soissons, still a fugitive 
at Sedan with the duke de Bouillon and the duke de Guiae, 
grandson of La. Ba.lqfri. The count was the ll:lOR redoubtable 
of all the malcontent leadera : it became neoe.ary to win 
him or to crash him. Ri.chelieu not haviDg been able to 
induce him to marry hie favourite niece, the ducheas 
d'.Ajguillon, resolved to destroy him. 

The king, by his advice, lD&l'Ched upon Sedan. His army, 
ill dispoeed by Richelieu, was entirely broken up at the 
'be.ttle of La. Marf6e. The road tQ Paris was open to the 
conquering prince ; but, after the battle, he was killed, in the 
midst of his officers, by a pistol-shot in the forehead, without 
its being ever known what hand fired the murderous weapon. 
This blow confirmed the power of the cardinal : the dukes 
f1f Guile, 1a V alette, and V endame remained in exile : old 
D'Epemon was confined in the caatle of Lochea, of which he 
'W88 governor, and where he died at the age of eighty-nine : 
•either the clergy, nor the nobility, nor the parliaments 
durat utter a murmur : France and ita king wen enalaved 
by Richelieu. 

The inftexible cardiD&l. waa equally redoubiable to all 
du!es of the nation, to the poor and to the weak, to the 
rich and to the powerful War ruined the people ; and the 
taxes, the moat burdensome of which fell upon the peasantly, 
became intolerable. The impost of the la&lle (a land, or 
poll-tax), above all, waa levied upon them with frightful 
rigour. They were coDaidered in their villagee u bound for 
one another, and frequently, when Uae wretched people had 
paid their last coin in cfischarge of their own quota, they had 
their crops, their furniture, their catt1e, their @gricultural 
implements seized to cfischarge the taxes cof"neiib~C8till. 
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poorer than themselves. Many of these unfortunate persona, 
thrown into prison for this odious cause, were protected and 
set at liberty by the Parliament of Rouen, whose decrees the 
council of the king immediately annulled. The rigoUl'B 
increased, and urged i;o despair many of the inhabitants of 
Lower Normandy, who, named in oontempt V~ (Go
ba.r&-feet), at length took up 8l'ID8 and intrenched them.· 
selves upon the hills of A:mmches. Foreign troops under 
Colonel Gaaaion extinguished this in81J1'l'eation in the blood 
of the insUTgents ; after the soldiers came the judges and 
the executioners. Richelieu selected the n'bancellor Beguier 
to avenge the royal authority: the Parliament of Normandy 
was BUJlptesaed ; an ennrmous contribution was dema.uded of 
the city of :Rouen ; Seguier declared that the whole proviDe& 
should be govemed by the absolute will of the king, withcnit 
limita and without oootrol, and he presid.ed over a trilnmal 
of his own choosing, which iamed a multitude of lleJitenoes 
of COD1iimtion, axile, and death. 
_ Richelieu uoited the king to deprive the parliaments af 
all independence and all political power : Louis XIII. COIIl-

manded them to register his edicts at onoe, without previoaB 
examination, and llliU'C8ly permitted them. to make & few
observations upon mattem ·relating to finanoe ; many :mag»
tra1es protesting agaiDst such despotima, their charges wem 
suppressed, in order ~t the entire body of the :magistmoy 
should undersW:ld that it only exist.ed by an efi'ect of the 
power and royal goodneeB of the mona;rch. 

It was thus Richelieu believed he I81'Ved the interests of 
the crown, not only by suppMISing revolt with a hand at 
iron, but still further, by levelling everything which, in the 
ancient inati.tutiona of the kingdom, might be an obstacle or 
a counterpoise to the will of the prinoe. His words upca 
his own polioymake us shudder:-" I do not dare to undel-
take," IBid he, " anything without having well considered it ; 
but when I have formed a resolution, I go straight to my 
object : I overthrow everything, I cut down everything, aai 
then, I cover everything with my soarlet robe." 

France maintained in the campaign of 1641 the advan
tages acquired in the prececting one in Artois and in Pied
mont. Guebriant covered himself with glory in Gel'JD&IlY' ; 
he suooeeded, after a long and difliault march, in joining the 
illustrious Swedish general :&nnier at Zwickau, upon the 
Mulda : the latter, grievously wounded, ~ired. aim• 
jmmeWately after this junction, whilili'e'laveil·)~earmy. 
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Guebriant beat Piccolomini at W olfenbuttel, and gained the 
celebrated victory of Kemptem, over the imperial general 
La.mboi, on the 17th of January, 1642. 

Louis XIII. then secured possession of Catalonia, which 
had given itself up to France. Roussillon depended upon 
this fine province ; Richelieu resolved to drive the Spaniards 
out of it, and led the king thither at the head of a powerful 
army, which besieged Perpignan. This place surrendered on 
the 4th of September, 1642, and the victory of Lamothe
Houdancourt over Leganez at Lerida, completed the con
quest of Roussillon. 

During this campaign, a last and bloody catastrophe 
carried the authority of Richelieu and the terror of his name 
to the utmost. The king held his favourites at his hands : 
the cardinal chose them so as to be informed by them of the 
secret wishes of the monarch, and crushed them as soon as 
they ceased to be useful to him, or manifested a desire to 
grow great without his support. He had placed near the 
king youngCinq-Mars, marquis d'Effiat, who was only twenty
one years of age. This young noble, appointed grand-equerry, 
made rapid progress in the good graces of the sovereign, and 
discovering his antipathy for the cardinal, conceived the hope 
of effecting his overthrow: With this view, be leagbed himself 
with the queen, Gaston of Orleans, and the duke de Bouillon, 
who hoped to replace Ricbelieu. The cardinal, whom the king 
had treated with coolness for some time, prudently withdrew ; 
he sojourned at Ta.rascon, and left the imprudent Cinq-Mars 
and his accomplices to connect themselves with the enemies 
of the state : he at length made himself master of the copy 
of a treaty of alliance with Spain, and sent it to Louis. 
Cinq-}lars was immediately arrested, together with his friend 
and confidant, but not his accomplice, De Thou, son of the 
celebrated historian of that name. The duke de Bouillon 
was made prisoner in the midst of his army, and .MonBieur 
was invested inAuvergne. The king then caused himself to 
be conveyed to Ta.rascon, to the cardinal, as much oppressed 
by illness and infirmities as himself : the cardinal broke out 
into reproaches ; Louis endeavoured to excuse himself ; and 

' finished by enjoining his subjects to obey his minister as they 
would himsel£ The cardinal repaired to Lyons by the 
. Rhone, dragging in his wake his two young prisoners, in a 
boat attached to his own. A commission prepared their 
trial : the crime of Cinq-Ma.rs was not proved, but the base 
evidence of the duke of Orleans destroye<! ,JHJI!lc~Q0f:l,cg1tfars 
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was condemned to d<'ath, and executed with the young De 
Thou, only guilty of not ha-,ing denounced his friend. The 
duke de Bouillon lost his principality, in exchange for which 
he obtruDed his pardon ; Gaston of Orleans had permission 
to live at Blois as a private individual. Richelieu, satisfied 
and avenged, set out for Paris, travelling in triumph. His 
guards bore him bareheaded upon their shoulders in a kind 
of furnished chamber, and he ordered the gates of the cities 
he passed through, which were too narrow to receive him, to 
be taken down : in this manner he traversed France from 
Lyons to his palace, where he displayed a pomp vastly 
superior to that of the monarch. 

Shortly after this the queen-mother died in indigence at 
Cologne, and Richelieu quickly followed her to the tomb. 
During the last momen~ of the ca.rdina1 the king was seen 
-to smile, and when he heard of his end, coolly said, " There 
is a great politician dead." He only survived him six months. 
A few days before his death, he named Anne of Austria 
regent, and Gaston, his brother, lieutenant-general of the 
kingdom : he joined with them a council of regency, pre
aided over by Conde The next day, he ordered the dauphin, 
who was five years old, to be baptized, and having sent for 
.him from the chapel, to come into his chamber, he asked him 
whnt his name was. " My name is Louis XIV.," answered the 
clilld. "Not yet, my son, not yet," 'said the expiring 
·monarch. This sentence alone announced a king. Louis 
XIII. expressed remorse! for the assassination of the marquis 
d'Ancre, and for his treatment of the queen-mother; he par
-doned all those whom he had for a long time persecuted, and 
died at the new chateau of St. Germain, aged forty-two 
years. The people were so tired of his government, says a 
contemporary, that every one wished for his death, even those 

· who had the greatest obligations to him. 
The Thirty Years' War absorbed, during this reign, the at

tention and the strength of all Europe. England alone took 
no part in it, and exercised but a weak in11uence on the con
tinent : she was then occupied with the great revolution 
which led Charles L to the scaffold, and with which Louis 
XIII., or rather his minister, was no stranger. 

This king, more brave than his brother, was not, any more 
than he, endowed with moral strength or firmness ; he loved 
nobody : gloomy, suspicious, jealous, and inconstant, his 
favour exposed its objects to as many dangers as his hatred. 
Incapa~le of reigning by himsel~ he was ga~<> ~own 
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impotenoe, and this 'WBB the secret of the long uoendancy of 
Richelieu ; the minister was thos justly accosed of promot
ing troubles, both at home and abroad, to render himself atill 
more indispensable to the weak monarch who wu the ao
complioe of his tyranny. Among the acts which em&l!etecl 
from the proper will of this prinoe, whom fiatterera1All'D&1Ded 
the Just, history marks the vow by which, on recovering 
from sicknesa, he plaoed his kingdom under the proteotion of 
the Virgin. In the eyes of posterity, Louis XIIL is entirely 
e1faoed before Richelieu ; and it is an instructive spectacle 
for all times, to contemplate this incapable king, voluntarily 
bowed, up to the day of his death, beneath the genius of a 
haughty minister, whom he bates, but without whom he feels 
himself powerleaB to reign. 

Ricb.elieu increased the strength of the kingdom, by orgaa
izing ita military foroee upon a formidable footing, by oreatiDg 
a royal navy, and by crushing the political party of the 
:French ~til, without attaclting them in their .religio118 
creed. Franoe owed to him, among other conqueete, that of 
Bouaaillon in the south, and in the north that of Bedau, 
which had been a perpetual focus of intrigues. It waa he who, 
bysupportingtheProtestanta of Germany against Austria,ocm
eolidated the famous system of the balance of power in Europe; 
but it; in many respeota, his foreign policy 'W88 akilful and 
firm, he may with justioe be reproached with having neglected 
every opportunity to lighten for the people the intolerable 
burden of so many ware by ~ one honourable peaoe. 
Richelieu did not only wish that the European balanoe of 
power should be maintained, he further wished that other -. 
tiona should be humbled; and he is the true author of that 
violent and &ggre~Bive policy, too well followed up by hia 
IAI008IIIIOr Ma.zarin, by Louis XIV., and, in our days, by m 
ever-famous conqueror, which makes the glory of a nation 
OOIUIIiat in the abuement and humiliation of all others : a 
policy always fat.al in the long run, a aource of terrible re
actions and perpetual wan ; for the love of country aud. 
national independenoe and dignity dwella in the heart of all 
peoples ; for them, aa for individuals, liberty and honour are 
the moat precious of riches, and for an humbled or enslaved 
nation to accept a truoe or aign a peace, is only putting off 
the day of vengeanae. Richelieu haa been much praiaed for 
having established royal power upon the ruins of feudatiam ; 
but Louis XI.,long before Riohelieu, had Cl"Uahed the ~ 
arist.ocracy, and, among the suOOBOl'a oftW ,mq~~ as 
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were capable of reigning at all were absolute Jrings. Hemy IV. 
himse~ from the day he 'W88 acknowledged king by France, 
met with no limits to his authority. If Louis XIII. had had 
any firmness of character, he might have rejgn.ed without 
obstacle and without partition ; but every one felt that he 
'W88 only king by name, and that Riohelieu 1-eigned. for him. 
It 'W88 against the minister that most of the oonspirators. 
directed their plots, with the intention of degrading him and 
80ClCeeding him. It 'W88 Jl()t the throne they attacked ; they 
disputed with Ricbelieo, 80 to say, the regency, under a king 
whom they knew to be too weak and too incapable ever to 
eecape from tutelage. Richelieu doubtless inflicted heavy 
and terrible punjsbments upon the factious, and deprived 
them for a time of the means of resisting him with l5llClOa., 
but he took from them all chabce of pardon, and hurried them 
into extreme and dellperate enterprises ; he had to contend 
with revolts to the end of his days, and his death waa followed 
by troubles aa great aa those that had preoeded hia ministry. 
Richelieu did not then strengthen royal authority in a durable 
manner ; it was not he who made princee and nobles bow to 
the majesty of the throne alone, whatever the moD&rCb. might 
be : thls object could only be obtained by the double asoen
dancy of great glory and long habitude, ud to attain it, 
DOthlng lees was required than the imposjDg character oi 
Louis XIV., the duration of his reign, and the utorrlshlng illu
.aions which llllrl'Ounded him. Richelieu, besides, by viola.tin« 
ihe rights of ciflizeoa, cities, and pro'rinoes, tJuo.nr do'Wll the 
salutary dikes which, wisely maintained, would have beea 
able to prevent royal authority from abusing itself; he 
Va.mpled the authority of parliallllelllts ODderfoot, and to 
88CIU'e the peace of the state, had no re8D1JIIDe but arms and 
pmrishments; he laboured thus much more for the '(II'C!I8eBt 
than for the future ; the troubles which et.ained France with 
10 much blood during almost all his minilltt-y, and particularly 
thoae which broke out with 80 much violence after hia death, 
prove that to diaci.pline a nation, terror does not sdioe ; that 
to maintain traoqoillity, there ia no aubetitute for wise Iawa; 
the protecton of all interests ; and that kin.- and the gu&l'
dians of empires can do but little with soldiers and execu
tioners, when they have neglected to make the organs of 
jutioe and interpretel'B of the law respeoted, by reapecliing 
them themselves. 

Richelieu was atill further deficient in one of the qualities 
moet neceeary to a statesman--he waa no ,.finaiiCier s'nll to 
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provide for the enormous demands upon the treasury, had no 
resources but in farmers-general, confiscations, and the sale 
of offices. We must, nevertheless, admit in his praise, that 
be encouraged the first commercial associations to which 
France owed the maintenance of her establishments in 
the Antilles and in Canada: it was likewise under his aus
pices that the East-India Company was formed in 1642. 

One of the titles of glory of Richelieu is the foundation of 
the French Academy, in 1635. He protected the arts, em
bellished the Sorbonne, and constructed the Palais Ca.rdi.nai, 
now the Palais Royal, of which he made a present to the king. 
To support his enterprises and his pomp, he pitilessly op
pressed the people. France, under him, paid eighty millions 
per annum, and the expenses of his household absorbed four 
millions of it. His pride could not endure rivals either in 
power, magnificence, or talents ; author of a part of the tra
gedy of AfrirnttM, it was in hatred of all superiority that he 
imposed upon the French Academy the obligation of criti
-cising the Cid, the masterpiece of the great Corneille. 

Reason and the spirit of propriety had not, in the time of 
Louis XIII., regulated the distinct attributes of each profes
sion,-several cardinals commanded armies, and ambassadors 
served in wars under the friendly powers to whom they were 
sent. The Parliament decided in matters of science and mili
tary art; in 1621 it pronounced sentence of death against 
those who should teach anything contrary to the doctrine of 
Aristotle, and later, it commanded dispositions for the defence 
-of the capital against the enemy. 

The nation was still abandoned to the most deplorable 
·superstition& Richelieu caused Urbain Grandier, cura~ of 
Loudun, to be condemned to death and burnt as a magician. 
Marshal d'Ancre's widow shared the same fate, a little while 
before. Great importance was still attached to the predic
tions of astrology, and at the moment that Louis XIV. was 
horn, an astrologer was placed in the chamber of Anne of 
Austria, to observe the heavens. Nevertheless, in all parts 
of Europe, modem genius made bold and great flights in arts, 
sciences, and letters. Shakespeare and Bacon had illustrated 
England: in Spain they had as contemporaries Michael 
Cervantes, Lope de Vega, and the historians Mariana and 
Herrera; in Italy, the poets Marini, Tasaoni, and the im
mortal Tasao, the historian Davila, and the learned phy
sicians Galileo and Torricelli ; in Holland, the great 
·politician Grotins ; in Germany, the o a.stro,Wime_. lllepler 
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and Tycho-BraM. The great painters, Rubens, Vandyke, 
and Teniers were then the glory of the Flemish school, 
whilst Guido, Albano, Lanfranc, and Dominichino sustained 
that of the Italian school. The manners of France, still 
half-barbarous, particularly stood in need of the influence of 
the arts and letters. Already that country had produced 
Descartes, who operated a revolution in philosophy and 
science, by following the experiment:al. mode pointed out by 
Bacon and Galileo ; already too Malherbe and Rotrou had 
acquired merited glory, the latter as the precursor of the 
great Corneille in tragedy, the former as the true creator of 
the French language of poetry : at length Peter Corneille 
appeared, and with him opened the great literary age of 
Franco. 
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CHAPTER I. 
:Minority of the king, adminmration of Mar.arin, war of the :Fronde. 

1648-1641. 

TBB reign of Louis XIV. may be divided into three 
principal epochs : the first comprehends the time which 
pused between the aooeeaion of the king and the death of 
Cardinal Mazarin ; a period in which the monarch took no 
direct part in the government : the second embraoes the 
mOBt glorious yeam of his reign, from 1661 to 1685: the 
third commences at the moment at which great errol'S injured 
the prosperity of the kingdom and tarnished the glory of 
the sovereign ; it extends from the death of Colbert to that 
of Louis XIV. 

Anne of Austria, the regent, named the duke de Beaufort, 
second son of the duke de V endome, and grandson of 
Henry IV., governor of her two children, and chose for her 
minister Augustus Potier, bishop of Beauvais, a man with
out ability and totally unacquainted with afl&irs : she after
warda pressed the Parliament to dissolve the council of the 
regency. Flattering promises gained both the partisans of 
Richelieu and their advel'S&ries, and in a bed of justice, held 
on the 18th of May by the young king, aged five years, the 
queen was recogni.aed regent of the kingdom, and left at 
liberty to compose her council aocording to her pleasure. 
This was the second time that, during a minority, the Par
liament :bad been called upon to point out the hand which 
alone ought to exercise supreme power. The States-Genera), 
nevertheless, had alone inherited the pq,ij,ijcaj (!jg)L~~~ the 
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ancient parliaments, or general 8M8Dlbliee of the tree men of 
tile nation, held under the kings of the two first races : the 
Parliament of Paris, though the peers sat in it, wae but a 
eple coon of justice, and had no other attributes superior 
to those of the partiamenta of the pmrincee. Mary de 
Jlediai and Anne of A'OBtria, by aubmitting betorehand to 
ita decisioD, contributed to give it a &Jae and exaggerated 
opinion of ita political importance : from this reeu1ted great 
iroubles and serious perils for the state. 

Cudinal Mazarin, although a member of the council of 
regency, had ad-riaed that it should be broken up : the queen 
:rewarded.hia devotion by naming him prime minister,. and 
1rls &TOUr became the pretext for fresh intrigues. Those 
whom Richelieu had proecribed returned in crowds to court, 
where they oompJained that the queen, formerly as much 
pe~IIIICOted aa themselves, did not load them wit1t &vo111'8. 
Augustin Potier, jealous of Mazarin, entered into their 
league, which was named the Cabal of the Importa.nts, and 
whose chiefS were the ow-, the V end&nes, the D'Epemons, 
the famous ducha. de Ohevreaae, and her mother-in-law, 
the duchess de Montbuon. The last-named lady having 
oft'ended the ducheea de Longueville, sister of the already 
eelebrated duke d'Enghien, was disgraced by Anne of Austria; 
the duke de Beaufort, in love wit1t her, p&rtook her desire 
for vengeance ; the regent proceeded to punishment, without 
fear or IICl"Uple ; she exiled several from court, confined the 
cluke de Beaufort at Vincennes, and sent the bishop of Beau
'ftia to his dioceae. By these rigorous measures she destroyed 
the Cabal of the Importanta, and gave all her confidence to 
o.rdiDal Muain. From this time FraDoe enjoyed some 
peaee at home for three years. 

The war agaiust the Empire and Spain continued, and waa 
a)orious for France upon all the frontiers. Louis de Bourbon, 
duke d'Eoghien, so celebrated under the name of eM Gna/1 
Cod, be days after the death of Louis XIII., gained, in 
.J!'landers, the famous battle of Rocroi over the Spaniards, 
commanded by Don Francisco de M6lbs. In this battle 
perished the famous count de Fuentes ; ·and at the same 
time waa destroyed the redoubtable Spanish infimtry which 
he oommanded, and which had been held invinCI"ble from the 
days of Charles V. The conqueror only owed his success to 
~ and was only twenty-two years old. The'flaportant 
Qpture of Thionville was the first fruit ofc~~_!lctory, 
which was quickly followed by the det;th"'Of, ~eoue-
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briant and the defeat of the count de Rantzatt, his successor, 
beaten at Dutlingen by the duke of Lorraine, JQhn de 
Werth, and the famous Mercy. There only remained five or 
six thousand men of an army which for a length of time 
had made the Empire tremble : Marshal de Turenne was 
sent to collect the wrecks of it. Brilliant successes effaced 
these reverses : D'Enghein, with Turenne serving under him, 
conquered Mercy at Fribourg : the prince, to animate his 
soldiers in this great conflict, threw his staff of command 
into the enemy's trenches and recovered it sword in hand. 
In the following year he marched to the assistance of Turenne, 
who had been surprised and beaten at Marienda.l, and gained 
the battle of N ordlingen : the death of Mercy decided the 
victory. The great talent of Conde consisted in forming in 
an instant the boldest resolutions, and in executing them 
afterwards with prudence and rapidity. The duke of 
Orleans, uncle to the king, and the count d'Harcourt had 
likewise happily sustained the war, the one in Flanders and 
the other in Catalonia. The first, aided by the marshal de 
Gassion, obtained possession of Gravelines and Courtray, and 
took Mardick in sight of the enemy's army. The French 
were not less fortunate at sea : twenty of their galleys, in 
1646, beat the Spanish fleet off the ooast of Italy, and the 
same year, the duke d'Enghien, seconded by the celebrated 
Van Tromp, the Dutch admiral, gave Dunkirk to France: 
he then flew into Spain, where he failed before Lerida, of 
which place he was forced to raise the siege. About this 
time Naples rose at the voice of the fisherman M'Pea.niello. 
The duke of Guise, called upon by the N eapolitana, threw 
himself into the city, but France did not support him ; he 
was made prisoner by John of Austria, natural son of 
Philip IV., and Naples again fell under the Spanish yoke. , 

The years 1647 and 1648 were fatal to the house of Aus
tria : Turenne, aided by the Swedes, gained the battle of 
Sommerhausen, General Wrangel took Little Prague, and 
the battle of Lens terminated the war : the duke d'Enghien, 
now become prince de Cond6, fought it, in 1648, against the 
archduke Leopold, brother of the emperor. He marched 
against the enemy pronouncing only these words : " Soldiers, 
remember RocrOi, Fribourg, and Nordlingen." He routed 
the Imperialists and the Spaniards; and took a hundred 
colours aad thirty-eight pieces of cannou ; his victory was 
complete, and Leopold was left without an army. Over
whelmed by so many reverses, Ferdinan~l_U~~};ed to 
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treat, and peace was at length signed at Munster in W a~~t. 
phalia. By it France retained Alsace, the three bishoprics, 
and the two places of Philisbourg and Pignerol, the keys Qf 
Germany and of Piedmont. The principal articles of the 
treaty, relative to the allies of France, proclaimed the sove
reignty of the varions states of Germany, in the extent of 
their territory, determined their rights in the general diets 
of the empire, and admitted the Calvinists to the enjoyment 
of the same advantages as the Lutherans : Sweden obtained 
part of Pomerania, several strong places, and five million 
crowns : the Swiss cantons were declared independent of the 
Germanic empire, and the independence of the United Pro
vinces was equally recognised with respect to that empire 
and Sptin. The peace of Westphalia terminated in Germany 
the sanguinary war of thirty years. Spain alone refused to 
accede to it, and war continued between that country and 
France. 

At the period in which this celebrated treaty was signed, 
great troubles agitated the interior of the kingdom. Mazarin, 
now all-powerful, created for himself a hatred and an indig
nation almost univeraal. To great talent tor intrigue this 
minister joined much indolence and frivolity. Ridiculons in 
his accent and his manners, and odions as a foreigner, he was 
the object of several cabals. He desired, as Richelieu had 
done, that the royal authority should be absolute, and his 
despotism raised as mahy enemies as that of his predecessor; 
but Richelieu, by his cruelties, filled his with terror and 
dread, and held many of them in obedience ; Mazarin, on the 
contrary, by the perpetual employment of falsehood, by his 
tortuous and perfidions policy, added contempt to hatred in 
the minds of his adversaries, and emboldened them all to 
contend with him. The queen-regent was loudly accused of 
having given her entire confidence to an Italian priest, who 
was acquainted with neither the genins nor the laws ot the 
nation, and of having composed her council with less reference 
to the requirements of the state than to the wishes of her 
minister. A Sienne8e, Particelli d'Emeri, a contemptible 
man, to whom Mazarin confided the finances, rendered 
France indignant by his luxury, hiil debaucheries, and his 
odious fiscal resources. He created ridiculous offices, which 
he put up to sale ; he raised the tari.ll on the rights of en
trance, and exhumed an edict of 1548, which forbade the 
extension of Paris, and inflicted as a penalty u~n the trans
gressors, the demolition of the buildings cQnstl)acte'd)gAy.:ond 
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the boundary laid down, and the confiseation of the materials. 
A great number of individuals who had contravened· this 
lOng-forgotten edict, paid large sums to sa.vetheir property: the 
Gper&t~on ordered in this case by the government was named 
llr toise (measure of a fathom); it excited great murmurs: the 
Parliament inquired into the matter, and the edict was with
drawn. Mazarin then wished to retain four yean! salary of 
the members of all the sovereign courta, except the Parlia
ment of Paris, and he threatened to suppress the right of 
Paulette, which made their offices hereditary in t1te fa.miliea 
of magistrates. This arbitrary act raised a general clamour. 
The great council, the Court of Accounts, the Court of Aids, 
exclaimed against it, and pointed out to the Parliament thst 
the decision which excepted it from this measure 'WM only 
made in order to introduce disunion into it : the ParJiament 
assembled, and passed the celebrated edict of Unima, which 
ordered that two counsellors, chosen from each of its cham
bers, should confer with the deputies of the other companies 
upon the interests of all Mazarin declared that such a sen
tence was antagonistic to the rig);lts of the crown, and Anne 
of Austria was desirous of immediately punishing all who 
had signed it. This queen, said Mazarin, was as brave as a 
80ldier that knows no danger, and it was with difficulty she 
restrained her anger. The Parliament, whose zeal was 
stimulated by the young magistrates of the Enq'ldte8 (Court 
of Inquiry), gave all its time to affairs of state, and concilated 
public favour by invoking the laws and adopting many 
popular resolutions. The Chamber of St. Louis voted twenty
aeven articles, which were to be proposed for the approbation 
of the Parliament and the sanction of the queen-regent. In 
a number of articles the magistrates allowed to appear their 
jealousy against financiers and their ignorance of all the prin
ciples of credit ; but most of the leading ones were devoted 
to useful reforms and wise measures ; some secured indivi
duals the payment of their dividends from the H8tel de Ville, 
:relieved commerce from odious monopolies, and reduced the 
crverwhelming impost of la taille, which only affected the 
lower classes, by a quarter ; other articles forbade, under 
pain of death, the levying of any tax otherwise than by 
virtue of edicts verified with liberty of suffrage by the sove
reign courts, and interdicted the detention of any subject of 
the king's more than twenty-four hours without examining 
him and passing him over to his natural judge. 

The propositions of the Chamber of St.,eLo{rig)~ the 
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bases of a national constitution ; the citizen class hailed them 
"With enthusiasm, the people' saw their own cause in that of 
the magistrates who adopted them, and the Parliament deli· 
'berated upon them, in spite of the prohibition of the queen· 
:regent, who called all these articles eo many ~ 
attempted against royal authority. The court, the army, the 
multitude, were divided into two factions, that ofthe.MamrinB, 
and that of the Ff'OiiiiJIJM., or partisans of the P&l'liament. • 
The first president, Matthew Mol6, a man of a great character, 
interposed in vain 'between the two p&l'ties; his moderation and 
his love of concord and peace ouly drew upon him the insults 
of alL Among the most ardent to excite the magi8trates, 
were the members of the old cabal of the J~, the 
ex-keeper of the seals, Ch&teaune~ Montreaor, and Saint 
Ib&l, both of whom had offered to poniard Ricbelieu ; Cha
vigny, the author of:Mararin'a fortunes, but disgraced by him; 
Fontrailles, and above all, the famous Jean Fran90ia Paul de 
Gondi, coadjutor of the bishop of Paris, and better known by 
the name of Cardinal de Retz, an able man, endowed with a 
profound and jUBt understanding, and particularly greedy of 
renown and of the po"W"el' of the head of a party. For a long 
time before, hie charities had gained him the hearts of the 
people : at the commencement of the troubles he offered hie 
8Upport to the regent, who had the imprudence to despise 
it, and he immediately paEed over to the ranb of the P&.l'
liamentarians. 

Anne of Austria, determined to repel every attack upon 
the abeolute authority of the crown, restt'ained h~ though 
trembling with anger, in the expectation of a favourable 
opportUDity, and the Parliament wu punning with C01ll"8ge 
ita deliberations upon the articles of the Chamber of St. 
~ when newa arrived of Cond6'a celebrated victory at 
Lens. The queen thought she had found, amidst the enthu-
siasm excited by the triumph of the royal anns, a propitious 
moment to act with vigour, and, during the performance of 
the T8 Dt1u.m for this victory, she gave, with her own mouth, 
ordera to the lieutenant of her guard to seize three ot the 
most factioua members of the Parliament, the president. 
Cbarton and Blancmenil, and the counsellor BroUBBel : the 

• The ~ oppoeed to the court were, in the origin of the 
t.rouble~, oompuoed to tile acholars who fought with 11M1ga in She ditoh• 
of PaN, and who dispened at the~ of the wMoh and autiaority. 
The word became popu1M, aud continued, tho~b its '®'B~ · ?e eoon 
Cl8Ued to be a jult one. g .. ,, oy 
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first escaped, the two others were atTested. . The report soon . 
spread, and the people rose ; they extended chains across the 
streets, tormed barricades, pursued the carriage of the cardinal, 
and massacred the soldiel'B amidst cries of Brouuel and liberty/ 
The Parliament. repaired in a. body to the Pala.is Royal ; they 
energetically represented to the queen the danger that 
threatened her, and, seconded by Mazarin, obtained the re
lease of the two magistrates. The treaty of Westphalia was 
not yet signed, the treasury was empty, and the court found 
itself without resources to BUStai.n at the same time a foreign 
war and domestic feuds. Mazarin perceived that moderation 
W:l8 nece88Bry. Guided by his counsels, Anne of Austria 
dissembled, and sanctioned, on the 24th of October, 1648, in a 
celebrated declaration, most of the articles of the Chamber of 
St. Louis. On the same day peace with the empire was 
signed at Munster; Spain alone being now at war with 
France, some regiments were immediately recalled from 
Flandel'B to the environs of the capital. In consequence of 
a quarrel with the duke of Orleans, the prince de Conde 
attached himself to Mazarin, whom he detested, and promised 
him his support. Anne of Austria. then fancied herself in a 
condition to overcome her advel'B&ries : accompanied by the 
cardinal, she suddenly quitted Paris for St. Germain ; abe 
denounced the magistrates of the Parliament as guilty of con
spiracy against royal authority, and of intelligence with the 
enemies of the state, and ordered troops to march towards 
the capital. The Parliament, on their side, raised money 
and soldiers, and issued a decree which declared Mazarin a 
disturber of the public peace, and commanded him to quit 
the kingdom within a week : thil3 was the commencement of 
the civil war. 

Cond6 commanded the royal army; most of the princes 
and great nobles of the kingdom, Conti, Longueville, N emonrs, 
Beaufort, D'Elbeuf, and Bouillon, embraced the cause of the 
magistracy and liberty. They were not guided in. this either 
by their love of the laws or their l'eBpect for the rights of 
citizelUl ; interest, ambition, or the caprices of a senseless , 
love for some women of high rank, brilliant beauty, and easy 
morals, had decided their choice. Most of them professed 
the profoundeRt disdain for the citizens and the people, and 
entertained not a. particle of care for political liberty ; but 
the remembrance of the independence which the great had 
enjoyed in the feudal times was ever present to their minds; 
they detested a despotism which weighedclleayil~q_po~lihem-
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selves ; they devoted their wealth to the support of a multi
tude of gentlemen, who thus became their clients, and who 
looked upon it as a duty to serve, against the king himself; 
those who attached them to them by their favours. En
thusiasm for royalty, devotion to the crown, of which 
Louis XIV. afterwards made a sort of religion for the 
nobility, were then almost unknown; and the strongest proof 
<>f this may be drawn from the example of one of the men 
who has done most honour to France : Turenne declared for 
the Parliament against the court ; he forgot everything to 
please the beautiful duchessdeLongueville, the sister of Cond~ 
and after having in vain attempted to turn bis army against 
Anne of Austria, he quitted it as a fugitive and joined the 
Spaniards. 

France at this period presented a deplorable spectacle, 
-anarchy prevailed everywhere, and the1-e existed in men's 
minds a confusion equal to that which was outwardly exhi
bited in facts. On one side, the prerogatives of the crown were 
invoked, and yet nowhere were the rights of regal authority 
legally and clearly defined ; on the opposite side, appeal was 
made to the rights of citizens and magistrates, and yet no 
positive, incontestable law established them in an absolute 
manner. The conduct which the most illustrious magistrates 
'Who raised their voices in support of their privileges and the 
public liberties then beld, bears witness to their uncertainty 
as to the justice of their cause : the first president M~~otthew 
Mol~, the advocate-general Omer Talon, eloquent and noble 
interpreters of the national wish and ardent defenders of their 
·order, believed that there existed laws which the authority 
of the crown could not infringe upon; but they, at the same 
time, carried much further than the nobility the respect for 
the prince in whose name they administered justice ; they , 
saw the people arm themselves in their cause with regret, 
and entered with extreme repugnance into a contest with 
·the crown. In addition to this, the Parliament of Paris did 
not represent the nation, as that of England did ; the self
love of its members and the pride of their body did not pre
vent them from feeling that the States-General alone would 
have had a legal charaeter to regulate, in concert with the re
gent, the great interests of the state, and that they could not 
substitute themselves for the States in this great task: they 
wished then for that which was impossible,-they wished that 
royal authority should receive limits from them, without 
being themselves firmly resolved to bave,;crecourse')t-· the ex-
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treme means which alone could insure their triumph. They 
were obliged to succumb, and their defeat completely deprived 
the subject of all gnarantee, all aecurity for property or 
liberty ; it contributed greatly to the durable establishment 
of despotism in France, for power is al'WB.ys inclined to ex
tend itself and pass all bounds, when 1llleleas e1forts have been 
made to confine it. 

The almost general absence of all deep conviction in men's 
hearts during the troubles of the Fronde, had great in1luence 
over the conduct of both parties : the frivolity of the motives 
that put arms into the hands of moat of the leaders often ·• 
betrayed itaelf by a strange levity of la.nguage, which the mul
titude imitated. This war desolated the kingdom and made 
rivers of blood to flow, and yet the most serious events of it 
were sung about the streets and turned into ridicule. The 
duke de Beaufort, whose perfectly familia.r manners encb&ntecl 
the populaoe, was surnamed ~ roi des halleB (the king of the 
markets); the ooadjutor of Paris, bishop of Corinth in pani
bw, * raised a regiment, which the people called the regiment 
Of Corinth : the quean's troops easily routed it : this cheok 
was called the k to tl~.e Oo'l'intl!itm8 : the coadjutor wore & 

poniard in his girdle : " That," said the people, " is our a.roh
bishop's breviary." The Parisi&ns marobed out gaily from. 
their walls, ornamented with sca.rfs by the hands of the 
duchesses of Bouillon and Longueville ; and yet & few royal 
aoldiers were sufficient to put them to flight . 

.A. first accommodation took place, slightly to the advan
tage of the Parliament, but without any decisive result. The 
queen and the cardinal were insulted by frightfu.l libels ; after 
having returned to Paris, they again left it accompanied by 
the young king, and resolved to blockade the city awl tame 
it by starving it. Conde directed the military operationa 
against Paris, and Mazarin sent the Pa.rli&ment & lttttre • 
cachet, which exiled it to Montargis : the Parliament replied 
by a decree, which declared Mazarin an enemy of the ~ 
and of the state, a disturber of the public peace, and ordered 
him to quit the kingdom within eight d&ys. The P&risiana 
eoon became tired of the war and famine : the civil 
troubles proved advantageous to the Spaniards leagued with 
the Fronde, and the parties made peace at Ruel, on the 11th 
of March. This peace satiafied nobody ; the Parliament was' 

• This is used to designate a bishop who bears the tiUe of a bishopric 
CKlCUpied by infidel&. 
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left at liberty to assemble again on its own authority, an4 
the queen retained her minister. 

Conde, usuming consequence from his gl~rious servioee, 
rendered himself iDsupportable to the queen by his haughti
ness and extra.vasaut preteusions ; he imposed odious obli
ptioos upon Mar.arin, requiring that the count d' .A.lais, hill 
relation, gov8l'DCII"of Provenoe,&Ddguilty of atrocious violen~ 
ahonld be supported agaiDst the Parliament of Aix, and that 
the duke d'Epemon, whom he hated, should be condemued 
by that of Bordeaux. The pri.noe surrounded himaelf with a 
multitude of gentlemen and adventurers, attracted to him bf 
his high repmation, and took little cal"e to dissemble his 
project of making himaelf independent in Fmnce. He thus 
alienated the queen-regent and her minister ; the Frondeum 
in vain eodeavoared to attach him to their party,-he despised 
them, and inmtuted a process agaiDst the ooadjutor, the dulre 
fJi Beaufort, and Brousael, whom he &CCI1Ied of having M
Wilpted to &slllollllinate him. Maz.arin made advances to tJae 
COIIdjutor, and chose the moment in which Conde had ren
dered himself as odious to the Frondeurs as to himself to 
attack him : an insult which the prince had offered the queen 
determined her to employ strong measures. He himaelf 
signed, without knowing it, the Ol'der for his own a.rreet ; 
seduced to the Palais Royal, on the 18th of January, under 
the pretence of a council, he was arrtJBted with his brother, 
the prince de Conti, and his brother--in-law, the duke de 
Longueville : a detachment of light horse guarded them to 
VinoeDDell, whence they were transferred to Marcoussi, and 
then to Havre. 

The d\lOhess de Longneville fied into Normandy, hoping 'II> 
mise tW provmoe, of which the duke, .h.er husband, was go
vernor ; Mazarin anticipa.n her, ahe failed in her project, 
and repaired to Stenay, near Turenne, whom abe once again 
armed ~ the court. This great man, united with the 
Spaniards, was beaten at Rethel by Dupl6811is- Praslin. The 
young princess de Conde, eeconded by the dukes of Bouillon 1 

and Rochefoucauld, was more fortunate in Guienne ; ahe en· 
tared Bordeaux, which place abe induced to revolt, and then 
raised the province. :Mazarin prevailed upon Anne of Alll
tria to transport herself thither with the young king ; the 
rebellion waa auppr6181ld, but Bordeaux continued devoted 18 
the party of the princes. Neoessity alone had conneoted 
Mazarin with the coadjutor and his friends,r.who detested 
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him ; during his· absence more conspiracies ~ere got up 
ag'a.inst him. The party of the princes, which was named the 
little Fronde, was united to the old Fronde by the exertions 
of the princess Palatine, Anne of Gonzagua, second daughter 
ef the duke of Nevers and Mantua, a woman endowed with 
singular capacity for intrigue ; the coadjutor being very much 
in favour with Gaston d'Orleans, attached that prince strongly 
to the Parliamentarians, so that when Mazarin returned to 
Paris he tound a formidable league armed against him. The 
people received him with murmurs ; the Parliament, excited 
by the coadjutor, required the queen to set the captive princes 
at liberty, and the duke of Orleans insisted upon the dismissal 
of Mazarin. Anne of Austria thought of giving battle in 
his defence, but the cardinal yielded to the storm ; he quitted 
Paris and repaired to Havre, where he released the princes, 
who treated him with contempt. Banished for ever by the 
Parliament, he declined the asylum offered to him by the 
Spaniards, and retired to the elector of Cologne at Bruhl, 
from which place he continued to govern both the queen and 
the state. 

The unanimity among the'encmiesof Mazarin soon ceased; 
Conde dominated over the Parliament, and again offended the 
queen by his haughtiness and his suspicions ; he accused her 
of allowing herself to be still directed by Maza.rin, reproached 
her with retaining as ministers Le Tellier, Lyonne, and Fou
quet, creatures of the cardinal, and required their diBD!issal 
Anne of Austria, very much irritated, sent for the coadjutor, 
and supplicated him, with the most pressing solicitations, to 
employ his interest in favour of Mazarin against the prince. 
Gondi, the mortal enemy of the cardinal, resisted all the 
seductions of the queen, and refused to aid her in the recall of 
her tavourite; but he promised to get ridofConde, raised the 
people of the capital against him, and succeeded in again se
parating the great from the little Fronde. The two rivals 
for power presented themselves before the Parliament on the 
21st of August, each accompanied by a numerous troop of 
armed partisans ; they tlu:eatened each other, hundreds of 
swords and poniards were drawn from their scabbards within 
the inclosure of the palace, and the coadjutor wa8 on the point 
of being aSSMSinated. The Parliament pronounced in his 
favour: Conde saw arrayed against him the queen, the Fronde, 
and the people ; he quitted Paris and directed his course 
towards Guienne. Pride and ambition urged~ on to 
criminal excesses, and in concert with Spain)'be,pr~for 
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war. Almost all the provinces beyond the Loire,-Guienne, 
Poitou, Sa.intonge, Angoumois, declared for him. Turenne 
and the duke de Bouillon, his brother, yielded to the instances 
of the queen and remained faithful to her. Anne of Austria. 
once more quitted Paris, in order to bring the revolted pro
vinces into obedience : she went to Bourges, from whence she 
sent an edict to the Parliament, which declared Oondt! a re
bel towards the king and France. The Parliament registered 
this edict ; for, though it was at variance with the queen, it 
was anxious to repel all reproach of an intelligence with the 
enemies of the state. When at a distance from the adver
saries of the cardinal, Anne of Austria again betrayed her 
weakness for him ; she surrounded herself with his creatures, 
and exhorted him to return to France. He re-entered France 
accompanied by an army of from seven to eight thousand 
men, the officers of which wore his colours, and which was 
commanded by the marshal d'Hocquincourt. The coadjutor 
was immediately aware of the fault he had committed in 
permitting the court to withdraw to a distance from the 
capital ; he raised the people ~st the partisans of Mazarin 
and the queen. The hotel of Matthew MoM, president and 
keeper of the seals, was assailed by a furious mob ; Molt! 
ordered his doors to be thrown open, and advanced towards 
them alone and without arms; he threatened to have all hung 
who should act illegally, and quieted them with the mere 
ascendancy of his character and his language. He joined the 
court at Poitiers, and the Parliament set a price upon the 
head of Mazarin. The latter continued his march towards 
Pojtiers ; the king and his brother came out to meet him, 
and received him with great distinction. Anne of Austria 
eagerly rep1aced the burden of affairs in his hands, and he 
became more powerful than ever. Gaston of Orleans, the 
weakest of men, and the plaything, by turns, of all parties 
which his age or his name called upon him to support, became 
reconciled to Conde, and joined to the troops of that prince, 
commanded by the duke de Nemours, all the forces he had 
the disposal ot: The Parliament did not revoke its sentence 
against Oondt! ; from that time, hostile to all parties, that 
assembly seemed not to know what it did or what it wished 
for, and exhibited nothing but irresolution and weakness. 

Nemours, at the head of an army composed of twelve 
thousand French, Germans, and Spaniards, marched towards 
Guienne, which Conde then defended against D'Harcourt. 
His intention was to place the court betwee ~the weo fires ; 
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whilst Anne of Austria, endeavouring to re-enter Paris, 
approaciled Orleans. Mademoiselle de .M:ontpensier, daugh
ter of Morl~Mur, sent by her father to the defence of that 
plaoe, obtained entrance to it through a watercourse or drain, 
presented herself unexpectedly before the ai.tiztms oooupied. 
iD. deliberation, WOil all their ~ aud ahut the ~ 
against the king. 

The royal umy, under the Ol'dars of Turelme aod D'Hoo
quinoourt, re&IICtlllded the Loire, and CI"'OIIIed iite river &~ 
Gien, iD. the environs of Bleso&u, almost in face of the rebels, 
oommanded by the two ciiaoDBed prinoee, Nemoun and. 
Beaufort. The marqais d'Hooquincourt, against the advioe 
of Turenne, disperaed his troops in several villages round 
Blelmau ; Turenne estaWishecl and intrenched himself at 
Gien, where the king and his court were : he aw with ill
quietude the faults of his oolleague, but consoled himself by 
reckoning upon the want of union and the inexperienoe or 
the leaders of the enemy's army. All at onoe, in the middle 
of the night, the royal anny was attacked with vigoar and 
unity of aim, the villap! were. fired, and five of the qurtera 
of the marshal d'Hocqaincourt were successively carried ; 
he saw his troops cut down ar d.isperaed, and 'With great 
difficulty rallied the remains of them st Bleansu. Turenne, 
warned of the disaster, mounted ~ honeback and galloped. 
to a neighbouring eminenoe. He obeerved the movements 
uf the enemy by the light of the flames, and witJl the cer
tain instinct of his gmaius, immediately exclaimed : " N:OD.
sieur le Prince is &rril'ed, it is he who com.ma.nds that army ... 
He was not deceived ; the prinoe de Cond6 had traDsporied. 
himself with "1roDdarful rapidity from the banks of the 
Garonne to thoee of the Loire, and when he wu believed t& 
be a hundred and twe:n.ty leagues of; he W&S there in faoe of 
Turenne ; he carried Blesnau, md :marohed upon Gien, bn 
his redoubtable adversary awaited him there. Conde saw 
his scientific dispositions and halted before this last obstacle : 
Turenne deprived. him of botll. the prize and the viotol'y, he 
1111.ved the king and the army. The oourt reached Sens, and 
established iteelf in the neighbourhood of the capital. 

Oond6 followed the royal army and drew near to Paris : 
he braved the ciearee of the Parliament, which condemned 
him and shut the gates against his troops ; he eMered per
sonally with his principal ofii061'11, Beaufort, NeDlOlJI'II, and 
Boohefoucauld ; he afterwards removed his general quarters. 
from Etampes to St. Cloud, then he entet;~:fL~~~'-iuto 
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the capital, and, in concert with GasWn of Orleans, had 
recourse to violence to obtain money and soldiers : both took 
into pay a band of miserable wretches, whom they ironically 
named the cui.-IJwoats of the Parliament, and insulted and 
ill-treated the magistrates who resisted their violenoee. 
Famine desolated Paris, and the royal army was at its gates. 
The princes and their partisans gave up their time to balls 
and festivities. The marshal de la Fe~ faithful to the 
king, approached the city with troops, in the intention of 
joining Turenne, then encamped at St. Denis. Con~ feared 
to be 111llT011Dded, and wished to full back upon Con11ans, 
along the faubourgs of Paris, unknown to the royal army. 
Turenne perceived this movement, and came down with his 
forces upon the troops of the prinoe, in the faubourg St. · 
Antoine : a BIIDgllinary contest there iook place, in which 
the two great captains exhibiWd equal bravery and skill. 
Conde, much the weaker in numbers, Wll8 about to 8UCCUDlb, 
when the people, harangued by Malkmoi.elle, the daughter 
of Gaston, were moved in favour of the prinoe. M~ 
hastened to the council at the Hot& cis Ville, she obtained 
permission for Paris to be a place of refuge for the conquered : 
from thence she mounted to the Bastille, and oN.ered the 
cannon to be fired upon the king's troops: the gates of the 
city were opened, and the army of the princes was saved. 

Paris then became the theatre of frightful disorders ; the 
troops of Cond~ for a moment rendered the two princes all
powerful : the latter excited the people against the members 
of the eouncil who were opposed to them. The populace 
besieged the H6tel de Ville and prepared to set fire to it : 
at beholding the light of the flames, several m.gistrates 
rushed out in great con.sternation, and were instantly slaugh
tered. The accusation of Jf tJaMi'lli.m waa quite suticient 
io endanger any man's life : anarchy and terror were at .. 
their height. 

The princes took advantage of the general trouble and 
constemation to change the council of the ~; they 
named old Bro11!Jiel priv6t des ~. md the dub de 
BeauiOrt governor of Paris. The famous coadjutor, Cardi
nal de Retz, ever the enemy of Conde, armed the archiepisco
pal palace, and furnished the towers of the cathedral with 
warlike instruments and munitions. The magistrates dunt 
acarcely venture to the Parliament. Thoee who from interellt 
or fear submitted to the prinoee, feigned to consider the king, 
DOW of age, as prisoner to Mazarin ; theygpr~ 
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lieutenant-general of the kingdom till the expulsion of the 
cardinal, and Conde generalissimo of the armies. The king 
reversed this decree, and ordered the Parliament to transport 
itself to Poitiers ; several members obeyed and went 
thither ; Mole presided over them. Each army was autho
rized by a parliament, as in the time of the League. 

Both parties were tired of this disastrous war, and Maza. 
rin seemed te be the only obstacle to the conclusion of it : 
Charles of Lorraine drew near with an army, with the pur
pose of strengthening the faction of the princes, and the 
queen-regent was already preparing to retire beyond the 
Loire. The prudent men who surrounded her combe.ted 
this fatal project, and prevailed upon her to do violence once 
more to her affections. She sent Ma.zarin away ; he 
a second time quitted the court, and retired to Sedan ; 
leaving his creatures round the queen, and continuing thus 
to govern her by his counsels. The people of Paris were 
intoxicated with delight at learning the dismiBSal, as they 
thought it, of the minister. Conde, whom they accused of 
all their sufferings, was constrained to quit the capital ; the 
Spaniards courted him, he set out with the duke of Lorraine, 
and threw himself into their arms. The coadjutor went out 
to meet the king, received the red hat, and returned to Paris, 
where King Louis XIV. re-entered on the 21st of October, 
amidst the acclamations of the people. The king confined 
his vengeance to banishing from the capital and from his 
-oourt the duke of Orleans, his uncle, and tlt.e leaders of the 
revolt. The cardinal de Retz from that time almeet alone 
opposed the return of Mazarin ; he still endeavoured to 
appear redoubtable, and never left his archiepiscopal residence 
without being surrounded by a numerous guard ; dissatisfied 
with the court, in spite of the brilliant offers that were made 
him, be meditated a fresh attack upon it. Anne of Austria ' 
anticipated him ; she caused him to be arrested, and sent 
him to Vincennes. 

The Spaniards had taken advantage of the civil troubles ; 
Casal in Piedmont, Gravelines, Mal-dike, Dunkirk, had fallen 
again into their bands, and Conde was advancing at the head 
of a numerous army. Turenne checked his march with 
inferior forces, and protected France in a campaign memora
ble for the skill displayed by the two illustrious adversaries. 
Anne of Austria then recalled Mazarin to Paris, where she 
wel?omed him with transport ; the city gave him brilliant 
fest1vals. and the people saluted him with,ejo,OUS>~a-



.&.D. 1653.] END OF THE WAR OF THE FRONDE. 381 

tions, adding by their inconstancy to the profound contempt 
he entertained for them. The cardinal assumed an absolute 
authority, and subdued the revolted provinces. Bordeaux, 
in which the prince de Conti and the duchess de Longueville 
commanded, was, with part of Guienne, still in a state of 
open rebellion. The count d'Harcourt had left his army 
before that city, and wishing, after the example of the 
princes, to make himself independent, had taken possession 
of Brisach and Philisbourg, in Alsace ; he now gave them 
up, and Bordeaux, the theatre of sanguinary soenes, was 
obliged to submit. Mazarin triumphed over all his enemies ; 
he caused Cond6 to be condemned to death by the Parlia
ment, and gave one of his nieces in marriage to the prince 
de Conti ; M O'f&W:ur resided in retirement at Blois ; 
Mademoiselle de Montpensier wande1"ed without credit from 
province to province, and, after having pretended to the 
hand of the king, ended by marrying a simple gentleman. 
The cardinal de Retz, transported from Vincennes to the
castle of Nantes, succeeded in escaping, and left the 
kingdom ; the duke de Beaufort yielded with a good grace, 
and the famous duchess de Longueville, reduced to political' 
inaction, embraced the quarrel of the J ansenists against the 
Jesuits, and finished by giving herself up to the austere 
practices of the most fervent devotion. Thns ended the war 
of the Fronde, remarkable in the annals of history for the 
incidents which characterized it ; a strange picture, in which 
were seen, in the foreground and among the combatants, an 
archbishop, magistrates, and the most brilliant and beautiful 
women by the aide of the two greatest captains of Europe. 
Cond6 alone was still in arms. Louis XIV. made his first 
campaign against him in Picardy, under the direction of 
Turenne. It was fortunate ; Turenne, throughout it, held 
himself on the defensive, and obliged the enemy to raise the 
siege of Arras. 

On his return, the king gave evidence of what he was 
likely at a future day to prove. The people groaned under 

• the weight of the imposts consequent upon the war, and fresh 
financial edicts appeared in 1655. The Parliament, which 
had registered them in a bed of justice before the king, 
wished to revise them and alter their decision. When 
informed of this proceeding, Louis presented himself in the 
great chamber, in his hunting dress, with his whip in his 
hand, and taking his seat,-" Messieurs," said be, " every one 
is acquainted with the evils which th_eJ ;,;.asse'iiiQlijl~lo£ the 
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Pattiam.ent have produced ; I will in future prevent them. I 
command, then, that an end be put to those commenced upoa 
the edicts which I have ordered to be registered in a bed 
of justice. Monsieur the first president. I forbid you to 
allow these 88lelllblies, as I do every one of you to call 
them." These haughty worda silenced the Parliament, and 
the murmurs they provoked were aoon stilled by the pru~ 
dence of Turenne. This great captain soon opened a fresh 
eampa.ign in Flanders, in which, in his turn, he assumed the 
offensive, and was constrained by Coad6 to raise the siege of 
Valenciennes. 

France and Spain then disputed an a1lianoe with Engla.n.d, 
recently become a republic, governed by Cromwell in quality 
of Lord Protecm. Charles I. had died upon the acail'old in 

, 1649, for having endeavoured to render his authority absolute 
in that country, and for attemptiug to abolish the Pres
byterian religion in Scotland. Cromwell had powerfully 
contributed to this great catutrophe, and exerciaed all 
the ascendancy that a profound and subtle genillll, full of 
enthusiasm and audacity, can obtain in politieal revolutions : 
a very few years were sufficient for him to render Englmd 
:8ourishing,and to give him a commanding inftuence in Europe. 
He set a price upon his alliance, and Mazarin prevailed over 
Philip IV., by promising to deliver up Dunkirk to the 
English, if that place were retaken by the French, and to 
abandon the CloU8e of the two sons of Charles L, both 
grandsons of Henry IV., and who paseed from the camp of 
Turenne to that of Cond.6. Cromwell, on these conditioDB, 
88listed the French with a fteet and six thOUIBild soldier& 
Flanders was still the theatre of war, and the battle of the 
Dunes, in which Turenne triumphed over his illustrious 
rival, threw Dun1rirk into the hands of the conquerors, who 
immediately made it over to the Engliah. This victory, 
followed by the taking of a great number of places, made 
Philip IV. disposed for a peace, equally wanted by both 
countries. Confenmces were opened for this purpose in the 
Isle of Faisans, * between Mazarin and Den Louis de Haro. 
They were celebrated by the diplomatic talents there die
played by the two negotiators, and were twenty~four in 
number ; such and ao lllUIY were the questions to be 

* An Wuui in tile river llida-, which separatel Frlllloe from 
Spain. I' ia a1ao called the llle of ConferenCe, from the circumatuce 
here relAW. Here the hostagea of France and Spain- l18ed 1W bo 
delivered, it being neutral ground.-.7ram. o;g;,;,ed o,l....:toOgte 
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discu~~~~ed and settled. This peace, signed on the 7th• of 
November, 1609, and called the peace of the Pyrenees, was 
the moat useful and memon.ble act of ~he administration of 
Mazarin: by it, Philip IV. adhered to the cession of 
Pignerol and A.lsace to .France, which, besides, preserved 
:Roussillon and Cerdagne up to the foot of the Pyrenees, 
and several citie~~ in Artois, Luxembourg, and Flanders : i• 
was stipulated that Condli should Sllbmit to the king with 
the 8l3llmUlCe of obtaining a pardon and the government of 
:Bmogundy, and that Louis XIV. should espouse Maria 
ThereB& of Austria, daughter of Philip IV. Cond6 was 
restored to favour, and the marriage was concluded the 
following ysr. The dowry of the infant& was fixed at five 
hundred thousand crowns, and Philip obliged his daughter to 
renounce, for herself and her descendants, all claims she or 
they might have to the Spanish succession. 

Cromwell had died, and this event plunged England again 
into auarehy. Charles Stuart, son of the late king, had 
then in vain solicited the support of Muarin, who despaired 
of his cause ; but, a few months afterwards, he was recalled 
to England, and proclaimed king by the title of Charles II. 
Leopold, seventeen years of age, had obtained the imperial 
dignity in 1657, at the death of his lather, Ferdinand TIL, 
snd Charles Gustavus had reigned in Sweden from 16~4-. 
Christina, his relation, and daughter of Gustavus Adolphus, 
had abdicated the throne in his mvonr, in order to give 
herself up withont distraction to letters and sciences. 
Europe waa at peRCe, and the moment approached at which 
Louis XIV. was to govem Fl'II.D.ce by himael£ Ma.za.rin, 
absolute master of the kingdom, and possessor of a colossal 
fortune, drew nsr the term of his life : uneasy on account 
of his ill-acquired riches, which many authors make 
amount to fifty millions, and which would be equal to a 
hundred millions* now, he offered them to the king, 
declaring that he was only willing to hold them at his hands. 
His ~tiona were not deceived ; Louis XIV. returned 

' him all his fortune, and Mazarin died, after having secured 
the most brilliant estabJishmenta to his five nieces, one of 
whom, Mary de Mancini, had been beloved by the young 
mona.roh. 

France was partly indebted to Maza.rin for the advantages 
of the peace of Westphalia. and that of the Pyrenees, and 
we cannot deny the poeaession of great talents him who 

* .t'4,088,88S. 1111. u. eterliDg;" by oogle 
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signed these treaties, who twice governed France from his 
place of exile, and preserved the supreme authority to the 
end of his life under such a prince as Louis XIV. for 
sovereign, and with such men aa the cardinal de Retz and the 
great Conde for adversaries. He deserves serious reproaches 
for always having made the interests of France subservient 
to his own : a better diplomatist than a minister, and full of 
contempt for the people, Mazarin enriched himaelf without 
scruple at their expense, did nothing for the interior pros
perity of the state, and left France without credit and 
almost ruined. He waa deeply skilled in the knowledge of 
mankind, and this, in a great measure, waa the secret of his 
power : he gave Colbert to Louis XIV., and discovered and 
foretold the proud and dominating genius of this monarch. 
The negligence with which he educated him waa a crime to
wards him as well aa towards the state : Mazarin kept him in 
ignorance, in order to render himself the longer necessary at 
the head of the government. He taught him to represent, 
and, according to his own expreRSion, to play the king i but 
it was not Mazarin that taught him to be one in fact : 
nature in this respect did everything for Louis XIV. 
" There is," said the cardinal one day, " stuft' enough in him 
for four kings i" and the monarch of twenty years of age 
announced, the day after the death of this minister, into 
what hands the authority waa fallen. Harlai de Chanvallon, 
president of the assembly of the clergy, having asked him to. 
whom he should in future address himself on affairs of state : 
" To me," replied Louis XIV. From that moment he waa 
the sole master of France, and continued such to his death. 

CHAPTER II. 
Continuation of the reign of Louis XIV.-From the death of Mazarin 

to that of Colbert. 1661-1683. 

Loum XIV. waa born with the instinct of greatness, order, 
and power. His character partook of the national character 
in an insatiable thirst for admiration i and at the moment in 
which he took the reins of government, there was a happy 
and remarkable coincidence between the private inclinations 
of his genius and the wishes of his people. Suffering from 
the disastrous consequenoes of civil and foreign wars, Fnmce, 
without internal government, without finances, without 

credit, stood in need of a centralizing ww~x;, ibi92 ll:Pight 
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complete the suppression of factions, and which would 
employ the immense l'ei!Ources of his territories, no longer 
for the satista.ction of a tew ambitious men, but for the glory 
and prosperity of the nation. Louis XIV. founded his 
power upon admiration and fear ; he re-established order in 
the state, and as long as the exigencies of his pride were in 
accordance with the interests of his kingdom, his reign 
presented an uninterrupted series of wonders and trimU})lls ; 
he raised France to an unheard-of degree of power and 
splendour. 

The first acts of his government revealed a pr inca jealous 
of his power, and resolved to see everything and do every
thing by himself: He at once declared, after the advice of 
Ma.zarin, that he would have no prime minister. His council, 
formed by the cardinal, was· composed of the chancellor Se
guier, keeper of the seals ; of Le Tellier, minister of war ; of 
Lyonne, minister of foreign affairs; and of Fouquet, supelin
tendent of the :finB.nces. The king, convinced by Colbert of 
the criminal exactions of the last-named, and perhaps still 
more wounded by his pomp and magnificence than by his 
dishonesty, meditated having him seized in the midst of a 
sumptuous banquet, which the superintendent gave at his 
country seat of Vaux, on the day of the marriage of Hen
rietta of England, sister of Charla$ II., with the duke of 
Orleans, brother of the king. He however refrained from this 
mode of proceeding, and Fouquet was shortly after arrested, 
on his order, at Nantes, and brought before a commission. 
Condemned to banishment by his judges, he was sentenced 
t<> perpetual confinement by the king. His friend Pelisson 
rendered himself illustrious by his courage in defending him, 
but was unable to save him. The finances were confided to 
Colbert, with the title of comptroller-general; and f.-om that 
moment order replaced chaos in all the branches of public 
administration. 

Loui!! XIV. proved himself no less jealous of the honour 
of his crown, and impatient to restore France to the rank 
she had a right to occupy in Europe. The Spanish ambassa
dor having, in a public ceremony at London, used violence 
and trick in order to take precedence of the cotmt d'F.strade, 
the ambassador from France, Louis was so irritated that he 
threatened Philip with war ; he forced him to make public 
reparation, and to renounce every competition with him on 
the footing of equality. He carried still further hi .. ·~~ll~ce f g'-Pd l)y Ci() ~ PC 
en this head, with regard to the court o ROme. · conse-

2 c 



386 HAUGHTY POLICY OF LOUIS XIV. (A.D. 1661. 

quence of an affront offered to his ambassador by the Corsican. 
guard of the pontiff, he req~ and obtained that that 
guard should be broken up, that the pope's nuncio should come 
into France to ask pardon, and that a pyramid should be 
erected at Rome to recall at the same time the offence and 
the reparation. This was the first time the Romish.court had 
ever submitted to such a humiliation. Some expeditions gave, 
with foreigners, a new authority to the words of the monarch. 
Brought up by Mazarin in the principles of the Italian school, 
imbued with that prejudice so fatal to the happiness of the 
human race, that strength, and not conscience, ought to be 
the only law in policy, Louis XIV. supported with success 
Portugn:l against Spain, in contempt of the treaty of the Pyre
nees. He lent a more honourable assistance to the emperor 
Leopold against th!l Tnrks : a 'body of French, under the 
counts De Coligny and La Feillade, covered themselves with 
glory at the battle of St. Gothard, in which Montecuculli 
completely defeated the grand vizier : this· victory procured 
a truce of twenty years between Turkey and Austria. 

The king, by the advice of Colbert, concluded a useful com
mercial alliance with Holland, and supported that republic 
against England to the peace of Breda, in 1667. He at the 
same time confided the command of a fleet to the duke of 
Beaufort, who purged the Mediterranean of the Barbary 
pirates, and carried the terror of the French arms nearly to 
Algiers. These expeditions carried away or thinned the old 
undisciplined bands of the times of the Fronde. Louis created 
a new army, and, seconded by his minister Louvois, son and 
successor ofLe Tellier, he gave this army an organization which 
was a subject of admiration and envy for Europe. The gover
nors of provinces ceased to be able to levy troops and dispose 
of them arbitrarily; the great military offices were suppressed, 
and the grades being always separate from the profession, no
mination and advancement entered into the special attributes 
of the monarch ; the troops wore a uniform ; all branches of 
the service, particularly the artillery, the ammunition, the 
food, and the arms of the infantry, were regularly supplied. 
The army ceased to be an instrument in the hands of the 
factious; it had no head but the king, and.contributed greatly 
to strengthen his authority, at a time when it was particularly 
necessary that royal power should be strong that the nation 
might be great. 

France likewise began to taste the fruita o the ~t 
cares of Colbert; that great minister, b~W'd fu .P~ing-
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house, and the son of a wool-merchant at Reims, succeeded 
in his difficult reforms and in the execution of all his plans, 
by a strong will and indefatigable labour. He established a 
chamber of justice charged with the prosecution of all far
mers of the revenue accused of extortion or enol'Dlous profits, 
and to reduce annuities acquired at a very low price, a mea
sure most frequently unjust and always popular ; he sup
pressed a multitude of useless places which lessened the con
tributors to the taille, and, in the course of his ministry, 
reduced that burdensome impost from fifty-three millions of 
livres to thirty-two millions ; he prepared the first statistical 
tables that were ever seen in Europe, reduced the legal in
terest of money to five per cent., and subjected the account
ants to a rigid discipline. By these means he effected an 
immense financial amelioration : at the death of Mazarin, 
the revenues were eighty-four millions, the charges were 
:fifty-two, so that thirty-two millions only reached the royal 
treasury ; but at the death of Colbert, the revenues amounted 
to a hundred and sixteen millions, the charges only absorbed 
twenty-three, and the royal treasury received ninety-three 
millions. Colbert opened new sources of riches to France, 

· and founded her prosperity upon commerce and industry : he 
encouraged the manufacturers of the lace of France, the 
glasses of Cherbourg, the fine cloths of Louviers, Abbeville, 
and Sedan, the Gobelins tapestry, the carpets of La Savon
nerie, and the silks of Tours and Lyons. France owes to his 
cares perfection in clock-making, the restoration of horse
breeding, aud the cultivation of madder ; he occupied him
self in securing vents for the produce of the manufactories ; 
he founded colonies and created the chambers of commerce, 
chambers of assurance, eutrepats, conveyances, and a new 
system of customs favourable to commercial enterprises. He 
W8ll reproached, nevertheless, and with justice, with having 
sacrificed the interests of agriculture to those of industry, 
not only by forbidding the exportation of corn, but by pro
hibiting its free circulation at home. 

A navy was necessary to protect commerce : Colbert carried 
it beyond the proportions pointed out by the wants of France ; 
he all at once astonished Europe with the sight of a hundred 
vessels of war and an BrnlY of sailors. His administration 
furnished the king with means of covering the French fron
tiers from the north and the east with a triple line of for
tresses, and to acquire Dunkirk, that city so n~ for 
the defence of the kingdom, and which1''was ~@illy sold 

. 2 c 2 
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by Charles II. to Louis XIV., in contempt of the interests of 
England. 

The king lost his mother, Anne of Austria, in 1666. Philip 
IV., his father-in-law, died the preceding year, and Louis, 
without taking any account of the formal renunciation of 
Maria Theresa, immediately set up pretended rights upon 
Flanders, to the exclusion of those of Charles II., the minor 
son of Philip IV. The pretence he assigned was, that the 
queen's dowry not having been paid, her renunciation was 
null and void, and invoked a custom of Brabant, by which 

1 eldest daughters inherited in preference to yc;n!ng!lr sons j he 
' supported these claims by a numerous army, won over the 

emperor Leopold by giving him to hope he might share the 
spoils of Charles II., and took the field at the head of his 
hoU$8hold. Turenne commanded under him ; Vauban and 
Louvois accompanied him. Father Nitho.rd, a Jesuit, the 
confessor of the queen, then governed enfeebled Spain, which 
offered but very little resistance to the arms of Louis XIV. 
This prince, in three weeks, made himself master of French 
Flanders. The conquest of Franche-Comt6, a province 
governed by Spain with republican forms, was resolved upon 
and achieved within a month. 

Europe became alarmed at these rapid successes : a triple 
a.lliance against Louis was formed by England, Holland, and 
Sweden; it was concluded in a few days. The grand pellllionary 
of Holland, John de Witte, became the soul of this league, 
which obliged the king to sign the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, 
by which he retained a part of Flanders, and gave up Francbe
ComM. 

Louis XIV., during the peace, gave his attention to the 
interior administration and the affairs of the Church of France, 
which was disturbed by the quarrels of Jansenism.* He then 
turned his thoughts towards Holland, and determined to 
punish that country for the part it had taken in the triple 
a.lliance. He entertained a profound disdain for every other 
government but that of a single person, and whilst he ought 
to have conciliated industrious citizens, who poured annually 
sixty millions into his markets, he listened to nothing but his 

* Five propositions upon grau, attributed to Jansenius, biahop of 
Ypres, and condemned by Innocent X. in 1653, kindled a war in the 
Church of France. It regarded a mystery which reason cannot pene· 
trate. The Jesuits attacked these propositions and met with redoubt
able adversaries in the celebrated Amault Mill in the eloqq.ent P.,.I, 
author of the Pro'llincial Uln-a. o;9;,;,ed b,L:.oogle 

,· 
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hatred and contempt for them. This was one of the great 
faults of his reign. Everywhere and always he had before 
him this nation of merchants, heretics, and republicans, whose 
existence even excited his indignation, and whose wealth 
raised him enemies in the new world as well as the old. 
Offended by some medals which represented the United 
Provinces as the arbitrators of Europe, and irritated by the 
impertinence of some gazetteers, the king laid hold of these 
frivolous pretexts as an excuse for declaring war against the 
Dutch ; he detached from alliance with them Charles IX., 
king of Sweden, and Charlt>.s IL of England, always ready to 
sell his support, and sacrifice the interests of his people for 
his pleasures. The navies of Holland covered the seas, and 
insured the commercial prosperity of that republic, by pro
tecting its magnificent establishments in the East Indies. 
Louis XIV. strengthened his by fifty English vessels, and 
entered Holland at the head of a hundred thousand men ; 
Tnrenne, Vauban, Luxembourg, and Louvois were with him. 
The last-named provided with admirable foresight for the 
comfort and maintenance of the soldier, by magazines, till 
that time unknown, of clothing and provisions. Conde com
manded the army. Never had such formidable preparations 
been made for the conquering of a petty state; and nothing in 
the history of mankind can be found more honourable than 
the energetic efforts made by the Dutch to repel it. 

To a hundred and thirty thousand fighting-men, supported 
by a formidable artillery, and commanded by the most illus
trious generals, the United Provinces had nothing to oppose 
but a young prince of a weak constitution, who had seen 
neither sieges nor battles, and about twenty-five thousand 
ill-disciplined soldiers. Prince William of Orange, only 
twenty-two years of age, had just been elected by the 
national voice captain-general of the land forces, and the 
grand pensionary, John de Witte, who dreaded the influence 
of the house of Orange, had only yielded to this choice from 
necessity. William, under an appearance of phlegm, nourished 
an ambition and a thirst for glory, that were the motives of 
his whole conduct. His genius was active and penetrating, 
his courage was intrepid, and his firmness was proof against 
all revez-ses. He was at first unable to check the torrent 
which burst upon his country : all the places upon the 
Rhine and the Y ssel fell into the hands of the French. 

The prince of Orange had not -troops eno~fu~<\~teP the 
1ield ; he had lines formed in haste hliyo~d tlie :Dlillie, but 



890 CONQUEST OF HOLLAND. (A.D. 1672. 

soon became aware of the impossibility of defending them. 
The passage of this river, more boasted of than glorious, was 
executed without the least danger under the eye of the king, 
and in face of the Dutch, far too inferior in numbers to offer 
any resistance. .An imprudent charge cost the life of the 
duke de Longueville ; Cond6 received a wound, and yielded 
the command to Turenne. In a few months three provinces 
and forty strong places were taken ; Amsterdam was threat
ened : in adqition to the evils of war, interior dissensions 
desolated Holland. The party of the grand pensionary, John 
de Witte, wlis desirous of peace ; William, who aimed at the 
stadtholdership, and could only· become great by arms, pro
nounced for war. John de Witte prevailed, and advances 
were made to Louis XIV., by a deputation which counted 
in its ranks a. son of the illustrious Grotius. Advantageous 
proposals were made to the king, but Louis required still 
more ; his successes and his wounded self-love blinded his 
reason : he required the rEHJstablishment of the Catholic 
religion in Holland, the abandonment of a part of the tem
ples to the Romish worship, twenty millions for the expenses 
of the war, the cession of all the United Pronnees posseSIIed 
upon the Wahal and the Rhine, and expiatory medals, which 
should be every year presented to him as an acknowledg
ment that the United Provinces held their existence and their 
liberties of his clemency. These cruel pretensions exasperated 
the Dutch people; they directed their fury against John de 
Witte and the admiral Cornelius de Witte, his brother ; they 
accused them of complicity with Louis XIV. ; the people 
massacred them, tore them to pieces, and subjected their 
remains to a. thousand insults. Despair gave strength to 
the vanquished ; they bored their dikes, and laid their 
country under water, to compel the French to quit it. The 
Dutch admiral Ruyter contended gloriously against the 
combined squadrons of France and England, and the issue 
of the battle ofSaultsbay freed the coasts of the republic from 
all fear of insults. Europe was roused in favour of Holland : 
the emperor Leopold, the king of Spain, most of the princes 
of the empire, Frederick William, elector of Brandenburg, · 
the fi¢; founder of the high destinies of his house, all, 
alarmed at the ambition of Louis XIV., leagued against him. 
Charles II. himself was constrained, by his parliament, to 
forsake France. Louis XIV., by listening to the advice of 
his minister Louvois, had committed the fault of disseminat
ng his troops in a multitude of conquerdPplaC'e~\:lP~:hlch 
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Conde and Turenne were desirous, and with reason, to destroy 
the defences : threatened by so many enemies, he could not 
effect a union of his forces sufficient to keep the field, and 
all Holland was soon evacuated ; the king was only able to 
retain Grave and Maastricht. • Franche-Comte indemnified 
him for so many losses. Louis marched to the conquest of 
this .Austrian-Spanish province : N oailles commanded under 
him. Besan~on only stood out nine days against the genius 
of Vauban ; the province was conquered, for the second time, 
in six weeks, and taken for ever from Spain. 

The great Conde, opposed to the prince of Orange, fought 
his last battle near Sene£, in Flanders: he won it, but William 
rallied his troops and checked the conquerors : three times 
Conde fell upon him without being able to drive him from 
his last and impregnable position. The loss was frightful on 
both sides : twenty-seven thousand dead were left upon the 
:field of battle ; Conde had three horses killed under him ; 
they fought fourteen honrs, and the issue of the battle wa~ 
undecided. 

Turenne had to defend the frontiers on the Rhine, and in 
this campaign displayed all the resources of art and genius. 
After a rapid and skilful march, he crossed the Rhine at 
Philisbourg, fell upon Sintzheim, forced that city, and, at the 
same time, attacked and put to flight Caprara, the emperor's 
general, and Charles IV., the old duke of Lorraine. Turenne 
after having. beaten him, pursued him, and destroyed his 
cavalry at Ludenburg; from that point he prevented, by a 
rapid manreuvre, the junction of two bodies of imperial 
troops ; near the city of Ensheim, he attacked the prince de 
:Bournonville, who commanded one of these bodies, and forced 
him to retreat ; then· he himself retired before superior forces 
commanded by the elector of Brandenburg, and took up his 
winter quarters in Lorraine. The enemy believed the campaign 
terminated; for Turenne it was only beginning. He resisted 
Louvois, and even Louis, who, alarmed at his danger, pressed 

* The campaign of 1672 had been traced with profound wisdom, and 
yet the iBBue of it was not fortunate. Errors of execution caused the fruit 
to be lo~t of the astonishing success at first obtained. An irresistible 
infatuation for sieges caused the opportunity lor entering Amsterdam to 
be lost. Garrisons were left in a number of places that ought to have 
been razed to the ground as soon as they were taken. The army, like 
the Rhine and the Meuse, which divide and spread their waters in all 
directions on entering Holland, covered a part ol the enemy's territory, 
and could not stir a step to conquer the rest. Gtlrmany being 11.larmed, 
interfored in favour of the United Provinces, and obliged us to abandon 
our conquests.-Roqullllcourt, Cour1 d'Art et 1\,{tffh,n~ft ogle 
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his retreat. Brisach and Pbilisbourg were blockaded ; seventy 
thousand Germans occupied .A.lsace; but Turenne had planned 
everything ; he saw how he could surprise and conquer them. 
·with twenty thousand men and some cavalry sent to him by 
Conde, he crossed by Belfort and Thanus, mountains covered 
with snow, and all at once appeared in Upper Alsa.ce in the 
midst of enemies who believed him to be still in Lorraine. 
He successively beat, at Mnlhausen and Colmar, the corps 
which resisW. A formidable body of German infantry yet 
remained intact. Turenne waited for them in an advan
tageous position at Turkheim, and routed them. Thus a 
formidable army was destroyed in a few months with very 
little effort : Alsa.ce became part of t.he king's dominions, 
and the generals of the empire recrossed the Rhine. This 
memorable campaign drew a cry of admiration from all 
Europe, but by permitting the burning of the Palatinate, in 
order to deprive the enemy of all re110urces, Turenne deeply 
stained his glory. Two cities and a multitude of villages 
were given up to the flames, and the ba1·barities of the 
soldiery were not checked. 

The emperor at length sent against Turenne Montecu
milli, the first of his captains and the conqueror of the Turks 
at St. Gothard. The two great adversaries at first tried each 
other mutually by a series of skilfulmanreuvres, which still 
excite the admiration of tacticians : they at length, however, 
both appeared on the point of giving battle, near the city of 
Salzbach, in the country of Baden, and Turenne believed 
himself to be sure of conquest, when, whilst visiting a battery, 
he fell dead, stntck by a cannon-ball : the same shot carried 
away the arm of M. De St. Hilaire, the lieutenant-general of 
infantry, who said to his son, weeping over him; "It i'l not 
to me, my son, it is to that great man our tears are due." 
Turenne at his death was sixty-four years of age ; born a 
Protestant, he had been converted to Catholicism, and was 
buried in the tomb of the kings at St. Denis. Montecuculli, 
when informed of his death, obliged his two successors, the 
generals De Lorges and V aubrun, to recross the Rhine ; 
Vaubrtm wns killed in the passage of the river, De Lorges 
effected his retreat. The free city of Strasbourg imme
diately offered its bridge to Montecuculli, who penetrnted 
into Alsace. Conde was the only person that could be op
posed to this great captain with any probability of success, 
and was sent to meet him. His genius displayed as much 
skill as that of Turenne had done. Two ncam,PJUents 
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sufficed to stop the progress of the imperial army, and to force 
Montecuculli to raise the sieges of Haguenau and Saverne : 
Alsace was evacuated, and this skilful campaign was the last 
of both the illustrious rivals. The great Cond6 lived from 
that time in a glorious retirement at Chantilly, where he died 
in 1688 : as soon as he had ceased to command the armies 
of France, Montecuculli retired from the emperor's service. • 

The duke de Crequi allowed himself to be beaten, this 
same year, at Cousarbruck, near Treves, by the duke de Lor
raine ; but brilliant successes effaced this reverse. :Messina 
had shaken off the yoke of Spain, and placed itself under the 
protection of France. Seconded by the Dutch navy, the 
Spaniards attempted to retake it ; Duquesne, at the head of 
the French fleet, defeated their projects : he gained the 
naval battle of Stromboli and that of Agosta, which cost 
Admiral Ruyter his life; the marshal De Vivonne completed 
the destruction of the enemy's fleet on its coming out from 
Palermo. These glorious operations were followed by two 
brilliant campaigns of the king in Flanders. The heroic 
taking of Valenciennes, effected in open day, by the mus-
keteers ; that of Cambrai, of St. Omer, and the victory of 
Cassel, gained by the duke of Orleans, brother to the king, 
over the prince of Orange, terminated this war, unjustly 
begun and gloriously finished. Louis found himself the ar
bitrator of Europe. The States-General of Holland grew 
tired of a struggle that was only maintained by their subsi
dies : a conference assembled at Nimeguen, where peace was 
signed on the lOth of August, 1678. Holland recovered all 
it had lost during the war ; Spain abandoned Franche-Comt6 
and a great number of places in the Low Countries to France ;. 
the emperor ceded the two imperial cities which the marshal 
De la Feuillade had taken, and gave Fribourg in exchange 
fo:c Philisbourg ; the rights of possession of France over· 
Alsace were confirmed. The young duke of Lorraine, 
nephew of Charles IV., refused to submit to the rule of 
Louis XIV., and declined the conditions upon which he was 
to be re-established in his states, and which France continued 
to occupy ; Sicily was evacuated. 
* Montecuculli had a successor in Eugllne, Turenne had none. 

Several of his pupils associated ~heir nameo~ with memorable victories, 
bnt not one of them attained the reputation of this great IIUIIIter, who1111 
ardour increased with his years and experience.-.Roquancourt, Ma.y 
not an Englishman here put in a word for Marlborough, who served 
under Turenne, and W&B called by him ''the handsom EnalWmlan 1" 
-Tram. D1Q1t1zed by iOV 6t\:.-
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To the advantages assured by the peace of Nimeguen, 
Louis joined others no less important, but which he obtained 
by fraud and violence. It was said in the treaty, that the 
cessions should be accompanied by all their dependencies ; 
the negotiators had reckoned upon these unions being made 
in concert ; Louis XIV. arrogated to himself the right of 
regulating them alone : he, in consequence, established & 

sovereign chamber at Besan~n, and two councils, equally 
sovereign, the one at Brisach and the other at Metz, charged 
with the duty of pronouncing without appeal upon these 
unions to his crown. By this arbitrary measure, the king 
of Sweden, the dukes of Wurtemberg and Deux-Pont&, 
the elector Palatine, the elector of Treves, and a number of 
()ther princes were despoiled of a part of their dominions, 
and summoned to render homage for other states. Louis XIV. 
took possession of Strasbourg in a manner no less violent. 
Louvois and the marquis de Montclar pi"E'.sented themselves 
unexpectedly before that place, at the head of twenty thou
sand men. Reduced to capitulation by menaces and sedu~ 
tion, it was united to France, and V auban, who fortified it, 
made it the rampart of the kingdom against Germany. 

Justly irritated by these usurpations, the powers of Europe 
signed a fresh league, on the very day of the capture of 
Stra.sbourg ; but three hundred thousand Turks had just 

· }'G\U'ed down upon the empire, and Vienna, reduced by them 
to ~tremity, must have succumbed but for the assistance of 
J~ Sobieski, king of Poland, and Charles of Lorraine, both 
belonging to the army of the Circles. Leopold and most of 
the powers, too much weakened to renew the war, protested 
against France, without acting. Spain alone ventured to 
take the field, and lost Courtrai, Dixmude, and Luxembourg. 
A truce of twenty years, to which the emperor and Holland 
acceded, was concluded at Ratisbon ; it authorized the king 
to retain, for the term of its duration, Luxembourg, Stras
bourg, and all the unions decreed by the sovereign chambem 
It was in this manner that Louis XIV., extending his con
quests by indirect and illegitimate ways, accumulated upon 
his head long and deep ret!Cntments, which he was destined 
to suffer from in the day of adversity. 

Everything seemed to give way before his arms. Spanish 
vessels lowered their flag before his ; Duquesne purged the 
Mediterranean of the pirates that infested it, and twice 
bombarded the city of Algiers with newly-invented bomb
vessels. Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli submitte<lG cGeBW was 
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accused, wrongfully perhaps, of having furnished the corsairs 
with assistance: fourteen thousand bombs battered its mar
ble palaces, and its doge was compelled to come to Versailles 
to implore the mercy of Louis XIV. This monarch had 
now attained the height of his power and glory ; his name 
excited throughout Europe hatred, admiration, and terror. 
The court of Rome, already humbled by him, was conquered 
a second time by him in 1682, on the subject of the right of 
royall.ies.• This right, up to the time of Louis XIV., did 
not affect the churches of the provinces for a long time sepa
rated from the kingdom, such as Guienne, Provence, and 
Dauphiny; an edict of the king's, issued in 1673, subjected 
all the churches of France to it. Pope Innocent XI. 
opposed the execution of it ; the struggle was long, and at 
length, in 1682, an assembly of the French clergy drew up, 
under the influence of Bossuet, the four famous articles in 
which was explained the doctrine of the Gallican church. 
They declared in substance : First, that the ecclesiastical 
power has no dominion over the temporal power of princes ; 
secondly, that the general council is superior to the pope, as 
was decided by the Council of Constance ; thirdly, that the 
exercise of the apostolic power ought to be tempered by the 
canons and usages of particnlar churches ; fourthly, that the 
judgment of the sovereign pontiff in matters of faith is not 
infallible' but with the consent of the Church. The king 
ordered these four articles to be immediately registered in 
all the parliaments, and the professors of the schools of 
theology were obliged to subscribe to them. The pope con
demned them, and refused bulls to all those who had been 
members of the assembly of 1682. The bishops named by 
the king continued, however, to govern their dioceses, but 
only in virtue of the powers that were conferred by the 
chapters. This expedient, suggested by Bossuet, perhaps 
prevented a complete schism between the Church of France 
and the Church of Rome. 

Whilst dreaded by Europe, Louis XIV. was an absolute 
king in his own dominions. He had destroyed the small 
number of national franchises, which to his time had been 
preserved more by custom than by law. All orders and all 

* This name was given to the right poeaessed by the kings of Franoe, 
to the excluaion of all other sovereigns, to enjoy, during the vac&ncy of 
episcopal sees, and up to the 1·egistering of the oaths of the new bishops, 
the revenues which were attached to them, and further to confer divers 
benefices dependent upoi these sees on subjects who w: rw ~iged 
to solicit the canonical institution of the great viffilHI;d by 
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bodies of the state rivalled each other in expressions of 
devotedness and obedience to the sovereign : the clergy, to 
whom Louis interdicted the service in his armies, and against 
whom he shut the doors of his council, had lost all political 
consequence_; this body esteemed itself fortunate in preserv
ing a shadow of independence by paying, with the title of a 
gratuitous gift, subsidies which it believed it had the right to 
refuse as imposts : the great nobles, considerably diminished 
in numbers by so many wars, were attracted to court, 
degraded by habits of brilliant slavery about the person of 
the monarch, and by the charms of pleasures and festivities : 
the numerous body of provincial nobles, almost all dissemi
nated in the armies, became aware that they preserved no 
authority in the state beyond their ranks, and that they had 
none from their hereditary privileges :* the Parliament found 
its functions limited to the administration of justice ; every 
political power was taken from it ; the king only allowed it 
to retain the absurd facnlty of addressing remonstrances to 
him upon his edicts, a week after their registration : the 
third estate lost its municipal liberties by the definitiv& 
establishment of intendants and the sale of perpetual mayor
alties : the three orders were in fact reduced to political 
nullity by the prejudices of the king against states
general, and by his invincible resolution never to convoke 
them. The bonds of a central government and the occult 
power of the police, newly created, completed the reduction 
of the kingdom to passive obedience. The king kept it in 
this state by the dazzling illusion of his victories and by the 
wonderful creations of his reign. Himself aspiring to all 
sorts of renown, he had, in the midst of his career, obtained 
that of conqueror, and the much purer glory of protector of 
letters, sciences, and commerce. Seconded by Colbert, he 
promulgated his celebrated ordinances upon the waters and 
forests, upon the navy and manufactures, as well as upon the 
codes of civil procedure and criminal indictments. These 
regulations are disfigured by the errors and barbarous pre
judices of the times ; but they separate into special divisions 
matters till that period confounded together, and it was 
particularly on this account that they were admired and in 
part adopted by all Europe. 

The king seconded the efforts of Colbert, by giving a pro-
• ~ ~e:y had only preserved a weak portion of their ancient seignorial 
Jlln&dtct.ions. 

·o;g;,;,ed by Goog I e 
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digious at.>tivity to manufactures, and by assigning the first 
place of honour in his court to the productions of French 
skill and industry. At his voice manufactories sprang up, 
and his vessels covered the ocean ; colonies were established, 
and four companies were founded in Asia, the W c.<rt. Indies, 
and the coasts of Africa. The vigilant care of the king 
embraced the roads, the canals, the ports of his dominions : 
his genius associated itself with all great and useful creations. 
Guided by V auban, he defended his frontiers of the east 
and of the north by a. triple line of fortresses ; he ordered 
important constructions at Brest, Toulon, and Rochefort ; he 
adopted the plans of Riquet, presented by Colbert, and 
caused the canal of Languedoc to be dug, by which he 
united the two seas ; he completed the paving of his capi
tal, and provided for its police and lighting during the 
night ; he commanded the interior 'ixYule1xJirds to be traced, 
built the Hotel des Inva.lides and the Observatoire, the gates 
of St. Denis and St. Martin, and the admirable f~a.de of 
the Louvre, constructed after the plans of Claude Perrault. 
He surrounded himself with the most distinguished of the 
great men of his age, borrowed from them a. portion of 
his glory, and did honour to himself by rewarding them : 
his benevolence extended even to foreign artists and learned 
men, he induced several to ·COme to France, established a. 
school for painters at Rome, and at Paris academies of 
'SCulpture, painting, and architecture ; upon the proposition 
of Colbert, he founded the Academy of Sciences and that 
of Inscriptions, placed the Royal Library in a. ,.~ and pro
per locality, and extended the number of its volumes from 
16,000 to 40,000; he commanded the voyages of Tourne
fort, and caused the meridian of Paris to be measured. His 
renown was spread to the extremities of Asia., and the king 
of Siam sent a. solemn embassy to felicitate the king of 
France and treat with him. 

The importance of the labours and scientific discoveries ; 
the creations of Colbert, Louvois, and Vauba.n; the conquests 
of Turenne and the Cond~ ; the splendour of literary glory 
the eloquence ofBossuet, Bourdaloue, Fl~chier, and F6nelon; 
the masterpieces of Corneille, Moliere, Racine, Boileau, La. 
Fontaine, and so many other celebrated men ; the profound 
writings of the great thinkers and moralists, such as Pascal, 
Descartes , La. Bruyere, and Roch~foucauld ; the prodigies of 
the arts cultivated by the Girardons, the Pugets, t e Le Bruns, 
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the LeSueurs, the Poussins, theMansarde, the Le N~tres, gave 
an incomparable lustre to the part of this reign of which we 
have rapidly traced the picture, and contributed to procure 
from posterity the name of Great for the monarch, and for
the period in which he reigned tk age of LquA,a XIV. 

Beneath such imposing greatness, however, many vices 'and 
numerous perils were concealed. Louis XIV. believed himseli 
to be possessed of an absolute right over the life and property 
of his subjects, and styled himself the lieutenant of God upon 
earth. • Dazzled by the prodigies of his reign, intoxicated by 
adulation, a conqueror over all resistances, he almost came to 
believe himself of a nature superior to humanity, and to 
persuade himself that his glory rendered lawful on his put 
that which was, before God, culpable on the part of other 
men. He was to be seen, amidst the splendour of his festivi
ties, taking about in the same carriage, in the face of the 
people and the army, his wife, Maria Theresa, and two of his 
mistresses ; and the illusory charm which he threw over his 
adulterous amours with Mesdemoiselles de la V alli&-6 and de 
Fontange, and Madame de Montespan, was almost as fatal 
to national manners and morals as the shameful disorders of 
his successor. 

He made it his pride to triumph over difficulties and to 
~dertake impossible things. Colbert, who encouraged his 
taste for building, beheld with terror the public wealth 
swallowed up by the gigantic and useless constructions of 
Versailles. It was easy to foresee all the misfortunes with 
which Frpce would be threatened, if the will of the prince, 
without any counterpoise, should cease to be inspired by the 
counsels of genius, and listen only to those of ignorance and 
fanaticism ; if his indomitable pride were to be brought, one 
day, to accord with the sinister suggestions of a narrow and 
ill-understood dtrl"otion ; and if his prejudices, and the 
interests of his power, with those of his family, should be 
ever found in opposition with the interests and wants of 
France. These sombre forebodings of superior minds were 
but too soon justified. Colbert died in 1683, the same year 
as the queen Maria Theresa, and that was the end of the 
proud course of the prosperities of the reign. Already the 
prodigalities of the king and the expenses of the last war, 
undertaken in opposition to his counsels, had obliged Colbert 
to have recourse to loans, the sale of many offices, and vexatious 

* Mtmoiru d lmtNctiom de Louil XIV. pour le DaUIDAi Pl!· 93, 
301, 836. o'9"'" oyU O ,c 
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taxes, which made the people murmur : after him, the finances 
fell again into frightful confusion, and it might be said that 
this great minister carried away with him to the tomb 
the noblest part of the glory and fortunes ot his master. • 

CHAPTER III. 

Continuation and end of the reign of Louis XIV. 1683-1715. 

Tm: health of Louis XIV. after 1682, underwent an altera
tion which exercised the most lamentable influence over his 
character, by disposing him to give himself up without reserve 
to the fatal suggestions of Louvois and Madame de Main tenon : 
the former, selfish, proud, and insensible, had been the personal 
enemy of Colbert : the latter, intriguing and bigoted, almost 
obliterated by the dryness of her heart, her ambition, and her 
cruel prejudices, the eminent qualities which distinguished her 
mind. The Catholic daughter of the Protestant leader 
Agrippa d' Aubigny, widow of the poet Scarron, and governess 
of the children of Louis XIV. and Madame de Montespan, 
she soon raised herself from this obscure post to a rank the 
most elevated : it is beyond all doubt that the king, listening 
more to personal scruples than to the voice of public morality, 
thought to reconcile his passion with his duty by secretly 
marrying her: the year 1685 is that which is 81!8igned to 
the celebration of this clandestine marriage. From this period 
Louis XIV. appeared to have outlived himself: great talents 
still shone around him, and gave birth to masterpieces ; bril
liant victories interrupted the course of his adversities ; but 
his resolutions were mostly dictated by pride or superstition ; 
most of them hurried on the ruin of the monarchy, and none 
of them were conceived in the true interest of its greatness 
or its prosperity. 

One of the first and the most fatal acts o€ the third epoch 
of this reign was the revocation of the edict~ of Nantes. The 
Protestants, from the taking of Rochelle, had lived peaceably 

• In this able summary, and amidst these sensible reflections, we 
think M. de Bonnechose bas not insisted enough upon this point. Col
bert was not only a great minister, he was the greatest in the annals of 
mankind. In all that m here described, Colbert's is the good, his 
master's the weak and the vainglorious. Louis' principal merit is 
allowing himself to be guided by a mind so VIIBtly superior to his own. · 
As the glory of Thebes ro10e and fell with Epi\Dlinondas, so does all the 
real glory of the reign of Louis XIV. begin ~nd enctJli !;£filbert. -2Tan!. 1Q1t1zea oy (51.'-
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and obedient to the government ; they were distinguished by 
the purity of their morals and by their active industry. 
Louis XIV., however, had always viewed them with an eye 
of hatred and anger. Very little informed in the essential 
differences of the two modes ofworship, he was offended that 
any one should dare, in his kingdom, to profess publicly 
opinions that did not accord with his own, and he arrogated 
to himself the same authority over the consciences of his 

• subjects that he exercised over their blood and their property: 
his cruel persecutions of the Reformers were suggested by his 
pride much more than by his devotion. He had meditated 
the ruin of their churches for a long time ; numerous conver
sions were obtained by menaces and violence, or purchased at 
gold weight; the unfortunate Protestants saw themselves 
successively despoiled of all their righti! and all their privil~ges: 
their ministers were forbidden to wear the ecclesiastical dress, 
to enter the houses of the sick, to visit prisons ; their pro
fessors were forbidden to teach languages, philosophy, or 
theology ; their schools were destroyed, and gifts made to the 
consistories were transferred to Catholic hospitals ; cunning 
and force were employed to deprive them of the bringing up 
of their own children. Repulsed from public functions, they 
gave themselves up to manufactures, which owed their rapid 
progress to them. Colbert protected them, but at his death, 
Louvois, his envious rival, in concert with Michael Le Tellier, 
his father, chancellor of France, and Madame de Maintenon, 
.exhorted Louis XIV. to sacrifice them. The numerous blows 
which the king had already inflicted upon them, had placed 
them out ot a condition to attempt anything in their own 
defence, when, on the 22nd of October, 1685, appeared the 
ordinance which suppressed the edict of Nantes: it inter
dicted throughout the kingdom the exercise of the Reformed 
religion, ordered all its ministers to leave France within a 
fortnight, and enjoined parents and guardians to bring up their 
children and their wards in the Catholic religion. Emigration 
was forbidden under penalty of the galleys and confiscation 
of property : Catholic preachers pervaded the cities inhabited 
by Protestants, and in places where the missions were unable 
to convince by persuasion, dragonnades were had recourse to, 
to convert by force. Already, many times before this ordi
nance, the government had sent dragoons amongst the 
obstinate religionists, with license to indulge themselves in 
all sorts of excesses towards them until their conversion should 
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be obtained. Atrocious and numberless violences were com
mitted ; such as resisted these barbarous prescriptions were 
condemned to the gibbet and the galleys, the ministers were 
broken alive. A hundred thousand industrious families 
escaped from France; the foreigners, who received them with 
open al"Illll, grew rich by their industry at the expense. of 
their native country. This odious ordinance redoubled the 
hatred of Protestant nations for the king, and increased 
their resources and their forces, whilst weakening those of 
the kingdom ; several regiments of refugee Frenchmen were 
formed among them, who, more than once, proved terrible 
to the persecuting monarch. 

The conduct of this prince with respect to foreigners was 
neither more just nor more prudent ; he had formerly found 
in insulting medals a sufficient excuse foro. war with Holland, 
and he himself allowed the marshal de Feuillade to erect; a 
monument to him on the Place des V ictoires, at Paris, upon 
which a light burned before his statue, at the feet of which 
the nations of Europe were represented as conquered and 
chained. He maintained at Rome, in spite of the popes, the 
franchises, or right of asylum for all the vagabonds and 
malefactors who took refuge at the French embll88J. Other 
powers, in possession of this odious privilege, had renounced 
the scandalous right ; when pressed by the nuncio to imitate 
them in this respect, Louis replied with haughtiness, " that he 
never regulated his conduct by the example of anybody, and 
that God, on the contrary, had established him as an 
example for othe1'8." His ambassador was excommunicated 
by Innocent XI., who at the same time refused to appoint 
to the electorate of Cologne the candidate protected by the 
French monarch: Avignon was immediately seized. Louis 
XIV. fancied he should redeem his offences offered to the 
pope, by his rigours towards the Calvinists ; but his recent 
usurpations, maintained with so much arrogance, disgustecl 
all Europe. The prince of Orange, against whose consent 
the peace of Nimeguen had been concluded, had become the 
soul of a new league, which took the name of the League of 
A ugtlbwrg, a city in which the union of the powers was 
resolved upon. The emperor, the Empire, Spain, Holland, 
Savoy, almost all Europe coalesced aga.i.nst France, and Louis 
sent a large army into Germany, under tho command of the 
dauphin. " My son," said the king to him on his departure, 
" in sending you to command my armies, I tnve xou an. 
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opportunity of making your merit known ; go, and show it to 
all Europe, so that when I die it may not be perceived that 
the king is dead." 

This campaign was opened at the period of the second 
revolution of England. James II., brother and successor to 
the immoral Charles II., had publicly acknowledged himself 
to be a Catholic, and had raised his subjects against him, by 
endeavouring to re-establish the Romish religion in his 
kingdom. William, prince of Orange, the husband of his 
daughter Mary, called upon by the wishes of the people of 
England, crossed the sea at the head of a fieet and a Dutch 
army: he dethroned his father-in-law, whom Louis XIV. 
received in France with royal magnificence, and whose cause 
he at once embraced, notwithstanding all the enemies who 
menaced his frontiers on the east and the south. 

Seconded by Henry de Durfort, marshal de Duras, and by 
Catinat and V au ban, the dauphin had already got possession 

· of Philisbourg : this place fell into the hands of the French 
within a month, and before the end of the campaign, they 
were likewise masters of Mayence, Troves, Spire, Worms, 
and a multitude of other places, which were given up to them 
by the cardinal de Furstemberg in the electorate of Cologne : 
thus, at the very opening of the war, three ecclesiastical 
electorates and a part of the Palatinate had succumbed to his 
arms. This unfortunate province, by an order from Louis, 
signed by Louvois, was a second time inhumanly ravaged, 
with the view of driving the enemy from it : forty cities 
and a multitude of burgs and villages became the prey 
of the fia.mes ; the cemeteries themselves were profaned, 
and the ashes of the dead scattered to the winds. All 
Germany joined in one general cry of horror, and three 
great armies were set on foot, commanded by Charles V., 
duke of Lorraine, a sovereign without states, but endowed 
with great military talents ; the Prince W aldeok, and the 
elector of Brandenburg. Charles V. recaptured Bonn and 
Mayence, drove Marshal Dnras back into France, and died in 
the midst of his successes. Waldeck beat Marshal Humieres 
in Flanders : Luxembourg was then appointed to the com
mand of the great army of the north. The king entertained 
but little love for this great captain, who, in his ardent genius 
and his just and rapid conceptions, resembled the great 
Conde, whose pupil he was. Luxembourg justified the choice 
of the king in a brilliant manner. '- 1 

Two French armies covered the iiol:tlrerli'Off on~ers ; 
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Luxembourg, with one, partly occupied the basin of the 
Sambre ; the other, under 1\-Iarshal Humit:res, defended that 
of the Moselle. Prince Waldeck, with superior forces, held 
Luxembourg in check on the Sambre, near Fleurus, and 
waited for the elector of Brandenburg, to attack and destroy 
the two armies successively. Luxembourg perceived his 
intention and defeated it. Strengthened by a reinforcement 
~tly drawn from the army of the Moselle, he all at once 
offered battle to the prince. Then, marching openly, with a. 
line of front equal to that of the Germans, he, by a sudden in
spiration, directed all his cavalry on one wing to pour down 
upon the flank of the enemy, from whom a slight eminence 
concealed this manceuvre. Waldeck, attacked in front and in 
flank, wa.sastonishedatfindinghimself apparently outnumbered 
by an army he .had deemed inferior to his own, and the 
disorder which followed this unexpected attack became a 
rout : six thousand dead, eleven thousand prisoners were the 
results of this victory, which might have been thought to be 
decisive, but which produced no consequences. The remains 
of the conquered army joined the troops of the elector at 
Brussels, whilst Louvois, jealous of the conqueror, deprived 
him of a part of his forces. The enemy thus regained their 
former superiority; and Luxembourg was reduced to the 
defensive. 

Catinat won the battle of Staffarde, in Piedmont, over 
Victor Amadeus, duke of Savoy, whose states were lost for 
France as soon as conquered. The duke of Bavaria and 
Prince Eugene,* a general in the service of the emperor, 
obliged Catinat to repass the Alps. 

James II. had gone, the preceding year, into Ireland, the 
Catholic population of which remained faithful to .him, 
hoping, with the assistance of Louis XIV., to recover his 
crown. ChAteau-Renaud brought him twelve vessels of the 
line and eight thousand French soldierR, whom the duke de 
Schomberg, a Protestant refugee, held in check till the 
arrival ef the prince of Orange, already recognised and pro
claimed king of Eugland, under the name of William III. 
In vain the admiral Tourville, with eighty ships of the line, 
conquered the English and Dutch fleets off Beachy ; ou the 
very next day the decisive battle of the Boyne destroyed the 

* Prince Eugene was the son of the count de Soissons, of the bouse 
of S.-woy, and oi a niece of Mazarin's. Upon Louis' refusal, first ot 1111 

abbey and then ot a regiment, be passed J!/:~.&d t~e:: e \1. k of the 
emperor. 
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hopes of James Il, and the following year the success of 
the battle of Kilconnel placed the crown securely on the 
head of William. 

Louis XIV. made the campaign in Flanders in 1691, with 
Luxembourg and La Feuillade, the only important results of 
which were the taking of Mons by the king, and the glorious 
battle of Leuze, in which Luxembourg, with twenty-eight 
squadrons, completely routed fifty-five of the enemy's squad
rons, commanded by the Prince Waldeck : these successes 
procured no durable advantage to France. 

The distress of the kingdom was extreme : Cla.ude le 
Pelletier, and then Phelipeaux de Pontcha.rtrain, successors 
of Colbert in the comptroller-generalship, in vain endeavoured 
to fill up the frightful void in the treasury, occasioned by the 
prodigality of the king and the keeping up of four hundred 
thousand men lmder arms : loans were opened for funds of 
six millions, a multitude of offices were created, obliging 
the financiers to purchase them ; considerable gifts were 
demanded of the cities ; the king sent the silver plate of 
Versailles to the mint : he redoubled his efforts and made 
immense preparations for war. He marched into Flanders at 
the head of eighty thousand men: Luxembourg and the 
marquis de Boufilers commanded under his orders, whilst 
Catinat continued the war in Piedmont. Louis XIV. ~noain 
met his illustrious adversary, King William, who, after 
securing the crown of England, returned to take the com
mand of his army in Flanders. 

The king in person took the important place of Namur, 
whilst Luxembourg, on the banks of the M~haigne, covered 
the siege, and held all the forces of King William in check. 
After this exploit, Louis XIV. quitted the army, placing the 
command in the hands of Luxembourg, who covered himself 
with glory on the field of Steinkirk. A Prussian spy had 
been discovered in the English camp ; he was compelled to 
write a false account to the marshal de Luxembourg, and the 
latter immediately took measures in consequence, which 
placed him in great peril. His army, buried in sleep, was 
unexpectedly attacked at daybreak, and a brigade was, at 
first, put to flight. Luxembourg was sick, but the danger 
appeared to restore his strength. He changed ground 
rapidly, rallied his troops three times, and charged a.t their 
head. Several princes of the blood signalized themselves on 
this memorable day. Philip, duke of Orleans, then duke de 
Chartres, and afterwards regent of the kingdom;' lfi<£t:ifijliShed 
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himself among others. Although scarcely fifteen years of 
age, he charged with the Iring's household; he was woWlded, 
but insisted on returning to the fight, notwithstanding. At 
length William's English guards gave ground, and Bouffiers, 
coming up with his cavalry, completed the victory. But 
William retired in good order, and continued to keep the 
field : his genius, rich in resources, drew more advantages 
from a defeat than the French often obtained from a victory. 
The following year, 1693, Luxembourg gained another signal 
victory over this prince at Nerwinde, without deriving any 
more fruit from it. William again made an admirable 
retreat, and Louis XIV., who had formerly made so many 
conquests almost without fighting, was scarcely able to com
plete that of Flanders after so many bloody victories. 
Catinat, not less fortunate than Luxembourg, at the same 
time triumphed at Marsaille, in Piedmont ; but all these 
glorious successes were counterbalanced by the disastrous 
invasion of Provence by Victor Amadeus, and by the fatal 
battle of La Hogue, in which Tourville, in obedience to the 
positive orders of the king, attacked Admiral Russell with a 
force inferior by a half to that of the English. After heroic 
efforts, his :O.eet was dispersed, many of his vessels were run 
aground, and Russell burnt thirteen of them in the defence
less ports of La Hogue and Cherbourg. 

This ruinous war was prolonged three years more, during 
which Europe repaid Louis XIV. with interest the evils it 
had received from him. The Dutch seized Pondicherry, a 
colony founded at great expense by Colbert, and ruined 
French commerce in the Indies ; the English destroyed the 
plantations in St. Domingo ; they bombarded Havre, Saint
Malo, Calais, and Dunkirk : Dieppe was reduced to ashes. 

Duguay-Trouin and Jean Bart avenged these disasters at 
the expense of the maritime commerce of the enemies of 
France, and the rear-admiral Pointis sailed to surprise, at a 
short distance from the line, the city of Carthagena, the 
entrepflt of the treasures which Spain draws from Mexico. 
These advantages but ill repaired the many losses of France. 
Louis ordered a general recoinage, of which he changed the 
title, making the value of the silver mark 29 livres 4 sous, 
instead of 26 livres 15 sous, an operation which, in four years, 
only brought forty millions to the treasury ; he laid a poll
tax upon all the heads of families, divided into twenty-two 
classes, according to their fortune, and set rhimse)f_ down 
among the contributors : at length, aftef' tM"usel ~&\bpnigu 
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of Bou1Bers upon the Rhine and V end8me in Catalonia, Louis 
opened pacific negotiations. He at first succeeded, in 1696, 
in detaching from the league Victor Amadeus, duke of&voy, 
who gave his daughter in marriage to the duke of Burgundy, 
grandson of Louis XIV. Secure on the side of Italy, the 
king sent considerable forces into Flanders, under the 
marshals Catinat, Bou1Bers, and Villeroi, and urged on the 

' war with spirit in Catalonia, where Vend8me, after several 
successes, made the important conquest of Barcelona. These 
last events, but more particularly the defection of the duke 
of Savoy, hastened the negotiations for peace, and it was 
signed at Ryswick, on the 20th of September, 1697. By 
this treaty the king of Spain regained possession of a great 
many places in the Netherlands, the prince of Orange was 
recognised king ot England, and Louis promised not to trouble 
him again in the possession of his kingdom ; France was 
confirmed in that of Strasbourg ; she abandoned Kehl, Phili&
bourg, Fribourg, and Brisach, undertook to destroy the forti
fications of Huninguen and New Brisach, and gave up all 
the reunions except Alsa.ce ; the elector Palatine returned to 
his dominions, and the duke of Lorraine to his duchy, 
diminished, however, by Longwy and &rre-Loui.s, which 
remained with France ; the Dutch gave back Pondicherry, 
were exempted from the droits d'.Aubaine,* and signed an 
advantageous commercial treaty with France. 

The power of Louis XIV. was so shaken by this long and 
sanguinary war, that he was unable to support his relation, 
the prince de Conti, in Poland, when chosen king of that 
country, against Augustus, elector of Saxony, his competitor 
to the throne. Europe at length enjoyed some repose. The 
battle of Zenta, gained by Prince Eugene, at the head of the 
Imperialists, over the Turks, commanded by the grand signor 
in person, was followed by the peace of Carlowitz, very 
humiliating for Turkey. All was peace in Europe for two 
years. Charles XII. of Sweden, and Peter L, czar of Russia, 
were the first to break it in the north ; the south likewise 
~bowed signs of approaching disorders. 

Charles IL, king of Spain, was pining away in the daily 
!Xpectation of death, and already the kings of France and 
England, with the emperor Leopold, openly meditated the 
partition of his vast states among them. Charles, by his 
first will, of 1698, appointed the electoral prince of Bavaria, 
. • ~e suc~ession to the property of a foreigner, who d"es in a country 
:n WhiCh he 18 not naturalized. Dtgtt"ed by oogte 
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then six years of age, as his heir ; this young prince died the 
following year. The expiring monarch, after having for a 
long time consulted the pope, the universities of Spain, and 
his own council, named as his successor Philip, duke of Anjou, 
grandson of Maria Theresa, his eldest sister, and son of the 
dauphin of France : if Philip did not renounce all claim to 
the throne of France, the duke de Berry, his brother, was to 
be substituted for him, and afterwards the Archduke Charles, 
second son of the emperor. The testator in no case per
mitted the dismemberment of the Spanish monarchy : he 
died in 1700. 

Louis XIV. knew that accepting this will was to expose 
FI-ance to a fresh war, and brave Europe, always ready to 
reproach him with aspiring to universal monarchy. He 
could not, however, resist the desire of placing so brilliant a 
crown on the head of his grandson ; after some apparent 
hesitation he accepted it, acknowledged the duke of Anjou 
aa king, under the name of Philip V., and sent him into 
Spain, fJronouncing this celebrated expression : " There are 
no longer any Pyrenees." The emperor immediately protested, 
and a year had scarcely passed away before Holland, England, 
and the empire made common cause with him against 
Louis XIV. This monarch had committed two enormous 
errors, the one in sending Philip V. letters patent, by which 
his rights to the crown of France were preserved to him, 
against the express will of the testator ; and the other, in 
recognising as king of England, at the death of James II., 
the prince of Wales, his son, in opposition to a formal clause 
of the treaty of Ryswick. The tears of the widow of James 
and the instances of Madame de Maintenon prevailed with 
the king over the unanimous advice of his council. The 
coalesced powers immediately prepared for the terrible war 
known in history under the name of fk War of the Succession, 
and to which the north of Europe alone, divided between 
Peter the Great and Charles XII., remained a stranger. 
Louis XIV. and Philip had for allies against this formidable 
league only the king of Portugal, the duke of Savoy, .the 
electors of Bavaria and Cologne, and the dukes of Parma, 
Modena, and Mantua. 

Within, numerous signs of decline were visible. The king, 
now a sexagenarian, became more retired, viewed things 
'vith too great indifference, and with eyes fascinated by a 
long prosperity. l\Iadame de Maintenon h~ neither the 
strength nor greatness of mind to sustain othe<gl~of the 
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state. The great ministers and many of the illustrious 
captains were dead ; Luxembourg, the pupil of Conde, and 
whom his soldiers deemed invincible, had followed his master 
to the tomb. Barbezieux, the son and successor of Louvois, 
had sunk under the weight of his employment in the last 
war ; he died in his tum, and Madame de Maintenon, in 
1701, lmited the offices of minister of the finances and of 
war in the hands of Chamillart, her creature, a man of 
slender abilities, who owed the origin of his fortune to the 
most frivolous talent. The king, too confident in his own 
knowledge and strength, pretended to form his ministers, 
and conduct everything himself; together in the closet of 
1\Iadam.e de Maintenon, he and Chamillart directed the mili
tary operations, and more than once happy opportunities 
were lost by his generals. 

Chamillart, unacquainted with the armies he had never 
seen, weakened the military discipline so rigidly maintained 
by Louvois, by prodigally lavishing dignities and rewards. A 
great number of young wen purchased regiments, when still 
boya, and the cross of St. Louis, an honour created by the 
king in 1693, was sold at a vile price in the war offices. The 
number of officers and soldiers in the regiments ceased to be 
complete, the victualling supplies of the army, badly super
intended, were distributed negligently; and these faults, com
mitted before the eyes of the best generals Europe bad yet 
opposed to the fortunes of Louis XIV., gave reason to appre
hend the greatest misfortunes. The king, however, made 
prodigious efforts ; he promptly recruited his armies, his 
navy repaired its losses, and illustrious leaders, the Catinats, 
the Berwicks, the Villars, the Vendomes, showed themselves 
worthy of succeeding the Turennes, the Cond6s, and the 
Luxembourgs. This disastrous war, commenced in Italy, 
soon extended over the two continents, into the isles, and 
wherever the French or Spaniards bad establishments. It 
lasted eleven years, with continual alternations of successes 
and reverses. 

Hostilities commenced in Lombardy, where Prince Eugene 
commanded the imperial army, thirty thousand strong ; the 
duke of Savoy, the generalissimo of the French troops, was 
opposed to him ; he had under him the illustrious Catinat 
and Villeroi, a courtier rather than a general, and a favourite 
of Louis XIV. The defeat of the French at Chia.ri, near 
the Oglio, wa.q the first event of the war. It bad for cause the 
imJlrudence of Villeroi, who gave rash onlers for carrying 
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some inaccessible intrenchments, without the probability of 
success even producing any decisive advantage. Catinat 
allowed the order for the attack to be repeated three times, 
and then, turning to the officers he commanded, he said : 
"Come, gentlemen, we must obey." They mounted to the 
intrenchments. The duke of Savoy, although justly irritated 
by the pride of Villeroi, fought bravely at the head of his 
troops. Catinat was wounded ; but seeing the soldiers dis
heartened and Villeroi bewildered, he directed the retreat, 
and led back the French to this side of the Adda. Winter 
separated the two armies. · 

The following year, Eugline surprised Cremona, where 
Villeroi, the general-in-chief, was made prisoner. The 
French quickly retook the city, and the king named the 
duke de V endome, adored by the soldiers, commander of the 
army. V endome reanimated the soldiers, and signalized hi'l 
arrival by the great battle of Luza.ra. 

A redoubtable enemy to France now appeared in England; 
this was Churchill, duke of Marlborough, a favourite of 
Queen Anne. William III. died the beginning of the year; 
Anne, his sister-in-law, second daughter of James II. and 
wife of the prince of Denmark, had been acknowledged 
queen of England : Marlborough governed her, but less by 
the superiority of his talents than by the ascendancy the 
duchess, his wife, bad over that queen : France bad no enemy 
more terrible. In the campaign of 1702 be beat the duke· 
of Burgundy and Marshal Bouffters in Flanders, and freed 
the course of the Meuse from the Spanish domination. This 
same year, the French and Spanish fleets were defeated in 
the port of Vigo, in Galicia, by Admiral Rooke and the duke 
of Ormond, who obtained possession of the rich galleons of 
the Havannah. Villars, in Germany, partly counterba.la.nced 
this reverse. He commanded, with the rank of lieutenant
general, a body of troops in Alsace. The prince of Baden, 
at the head of the imperial army, bad just taken Landau, 
and was making further progress ; he bad the advantage in 
numbers, and bad already penetrated into the mountains of 
Brisga.w, which touch upon the Black Forest. This immense 
forest separated the Imperialists from the French. Catinat 
commanded in Strasbourg ; be did not dare to seek the prince 
of Baden ; for, amidst so many disadvantageous circum
stances, one instance of bad success might decide the cam
paign, a~d lay . Alsac? open to the enemy. 1-illars1~~ed 
tLat which Catmat did not dare to do,0 lie"'liliii' Be . aga.mst 
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the Imperialists with inferior forces, and fought the battle of 
Friedling. Skilful and rapid manreuvres forced the prince of 
Baden to abandon the defence of the Rhine, and he fell bacJt 
upon the mountains in his rear. The French quickly crossed 
the river, their infantry scaled the heights and drove the 
<krmans into the plain. The battle was won, when a voice 
cried : " We are cut off ! " On hearing this the French took 
to flight. Villars galloped up to his regiments : " The vic
tory is ours," cried he. "Vive le Roi !" and he at length 
succeeded in rallying the conquerors. A well-directed charge 
of cavalry completed the victory, and Villars was saluted by 
his soldiers marshal of France upon the field of battle. The 
king bestowed this high reward upon him, which Villars 
justified afresh by the victory of Donawert, gained over 
the Imperialists in . the plains of Hochstett, in concert 
with the elector of Bavaria. Tallard was, almost at the 
same time, a conqueror at Spirbach, and the road to Vienna 
seemed open to the French : but there their successes 
ended. 

The duke of Savoy abandoned France, and supported the 
party of the emperor against Philip V. and the duke of 
Burgundy, his sons-in-law. Villars appeared, from his genius, 
to be the man most wanted at the head of the French armies; 
but a misunderstanding with the elector of Bavaria, whose 
forces were united wit.h his, occasioned his recall : Count Marsin 
succeeded him, and Villars was sent to quell the Protestant 
refugees in the Cevennes, who were urged to revolt by 
despair. At this period Portugal broke her alliance with 
Louis XIV. to attach herself to England, and thence is dated 
the famous treaty of commerce between these two nations, 
by which the wines of the one and the woollens of the other 
were declared objects of perpetual exchange. So many dis
graces for France were followed up by a still more terrible 
check. Marshal Tallard had led an army into Germany, and 
had joined the elector of Bavaria and the Count Marsin. 
All three found themselves at Hocbstett in face of the 
enemy's army, commanded by Eugene and Marlborough, and, 
like theirs, consisting of about eighty thousand men. The 
battle took place on almost the anniversary of that which 
Villars had gained on the same spot the preceding year; 
but this time destiny was unpropitious to France. Tallard 
fell among the enemy'11 squadrons and was taken prisoner ; 
the elector and Count Marsin immediately retreated, forget
ting in the village of Blenheim a considerMilijO~y of 
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infantry and four regiments of cavalry, who laid down their 
arms : the retreat soon became a friglltful rout. This fatal 
battle cost France fifty thousand men and a hundred leagues 
of country : the enemy penetrated into. Alsace, and took 
Trarbach and Landau. The frontiers were broken in upon, 
and the war of the Cevennes became every day more for
midable to the interior : the Calvinist Montagnards organ
ized themselves there into regular regiments under the name 
of Camilards. Louis XIV. humbled his pride so far as to 
treat, as power with power, with their leaders, mel,). escaped 
from the hangman, and one of whom, named Cavalier, cele
brated for his invincible courage, but who had been a simple 
journeyman baker, obtained from the revoker of the edict 
of Nantes a pension and the brevet of colonel Villars 
brought about this urgent pacification. 

At this period Spain lost the important place of Gibraltar, 
of which the English obtained possession, and which has 
ever since remained in their hands. Immediately after 
the taking of this place, the English fleet, now mistress of 
the seas, attacked the count de Toulouse, a natural son of 
Louis XIV., and admiral of the kingdom, within sight of 
Malaga : the count commanded fifty vessels of the line and 
~ighty-foor galleys ; the battle was undecisive, hut the fol
lowing year the French fleet, sent, under the marshal de 
Tesse, to retake the place, was destroyed by tempest and the 
English. This was the last of the marine of Louis XIV., 
aud it sunk almost into the state from which he had raised 
it. 

The following year, led by Peterborough, one of the most 
remarkable and singular men Great Britain has ever pro
duced, the English landed in Catalonia, and, in concert with 
the prince of Darmstadt, attacked Barcelona. The capitu
lation of this place was rendered remarkable by an unheard
of circumstance. Whilst the governor was treating with 
Peterborough, at the gates, this cry was heard in the city : 
" You are betraying us, and whilst we are capitulating, your 
English are slaughtering people in the place." "No," replied 
Peterborough, " it can only be the Germans of the prince of 
Darmstadt ; permit me to enter with my English, and I will 
return and settle the capitulation." Peterborough's tone of 
frank truthfulness prevailed upon the governor ; he opened 
the gates, the English drove out the Germ8l).s, and, when 
master of the city, Peterborough came out an~r-esum~ the 
interrupted business of the capitulatiofiJ' ;,;,ed TM0A¥ :h'duke 
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Charles was proclaimed king of Spain in Barcelona. V en
dame, in Piedmont, CQnqueror of Eugene at the bridge of 
Cas.'!lm.o, on the Adda, furnished the only interruption to the 
disgraces of Louis XIV. and Philip V. 

The following year, 1706, became still more fatal to these 
two monarchs, although the campaign had opened in the 
north and south under happier auspices. V endome gained, 
in the absence of Eugene, the victory of Calcina.to over the 
Imperialists, and marched upon Turin, the only important 
place still retained by the duke of Savoy. Villars drove the 
prince of Baden before him back upon the frontiers of Ger
many ; and Villeroi, in Flanders, at the head of eighty 
thousa.nd men, flattered himself with the hopes of oblite
rating the memory of his former reverses. But he had 
Marlborough to contend with, and his disgraces had not 
abated his self-confidence. Villeroi encamped his army near 
Mehaigne, at Ramillies, in a disadvantageous position, and 
would fight, in defiance of the advice of his generals. His dis
positions were fatal; he placed raw, undisciplined troops in the 
centre, and posted his left wing behind impassable marshes : 
Marlborough perceived this error, he immediately drew a large 
body from his left, which he had no fear of having attacked, 
to fall upon the centre of the French army at Ramillies, 
with superior forces. Gassion, his lieutenant-general, sup
plicated Villeroi to change his order of battle ; but he 
persisted in it, and Marlborough was already forcing his 
lines : the loss of the French was frightful. twenty thousand 
men were either killed or taken pri.CJOners. All Spanish 
Flanders was lost ; Marlborough entered Brussels as a con
queror, and Menin surrendered. "Monsieur le Ma.rechal," 
said Louis XIV. to the conquered general, "we are no longer 
fortunate at our age." He drew Vend6me from Italy, and 
sent him into Flanders, as the only man capable of contend
ing with Marlborough. This measure, by depriving the 
army of the south of a good general, produced a fresh and 
terrible diaaster. Eugene had already crossed the Po, in 
spite of the French army, which shut him out from the road 
of Turin, and he was marching to the succour of that place, 
which La Feuillade was besieging with numerous forces and 
a considerable matt!riel. Eugene effected his junction with 
the duke of Savoy near Asti. The marshal de Marsin 
succeeded Vend&me in the command of the army, in which 

· the duke of Orleans served, and finding himself unable to 
stop t.he progress of Eugene, he joined ~eFeGildad ' lbefore 
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Turin. The opinion of the generals was in favour of march
ing upon the enemy ; but the marshal having shown a con
trary order from the king, drawn up by Cha.millart, they 
were obliged to await the attack of the Imperialists in lines 
of very difficult defence. Eu~ne took up the offensive, he 
fell upon the French intrenchments, and carried them. The 
rout became general ; the duke of Orleans was wounded, 
Marshal de Ma.rsin was killed, sixty thousand Frenchmen · 
were slain or dispersed, and the military chest, with a. hun
dred and forty pieces of cannon, fell into the bands of the 
enemy : the :M:i'la.nese, Mantua, and consequently Naples, 
were lost for Philip V. Eugene marched without obstacle 
upon France, whilst Lord Ga.llowa.y took possession of 
Madrid, where he proc1a.imed the archduke. 

The emperor Leopold had died the preceding year, but his 
son and successor, Joseph I., carried ou the war with unabated 
vigour : haughty, ambitious, and violent, he placed, by his 
own authority, the ban of the empire upon the electors of 
Bavaria. and Cologne, and despoiled them of their electorates. 
France had not an ally left, she was open to her enemies, when 
Villars, replaced at the head of the army, carried the lines of 
Stolhotfen, and penetrated into Germany ; but, for want of 
succour, was obliged to retrograde, and re-enter France. 
Marshal Berwick, a natural son of James II., and one of the 
first tacticians of the age, then gained the battle of Almanza. 
in Spain, which reopened the road to his capital for Philip V., 
and Marshal de Tesse forced the duke of Savoy and Prince 
Eugene to raise the siege of Toulon. 

In 1708 a. new effort was made by Louis XIV. in favour 
of the son of James II. He embarked six thousand men, 
eight ships of war, and seventy transports. The Chevalier 
de Forbin-J anson commanded the fleet, and :M:a.tignon the 
troops.. The English prevented the descent ; the Chevalier 
de Forbin appeared off the coast of Scotland, and not seeing 
the signals agreed upon, he very skilfully brought back the 
fleet to Dunkirk : all the expenses of the enterprise were 
lost. 

The army of Flanders, under the orders of the duke de 
V endome, consisting of a hundred thousand men, was the last 
hope of France : Louis XIV. sent thither his grandson, the 
duke of Burgundy, to command in conjunction with Vendome. 
A fatal mislmdersta.nding divided the two leaders ; and its 
result was the defeat at Ondenarde and the taJsing ()f_~illc, · 
in spite of the fine defence of Boufllers..0 '9'''rh"e~Q\lliiged 
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army allowed Ghent and Bruges to be taken, and after them 
all the military posts : the road to Paris was open, and a 
Dutch party, advancing as far as Versailles, carried off from 
the bridge of sevres the Iring's principal equerry, whom they 
supposed to be the dauphin. 

The war had exhausted all the resources of France, credit 
was annihilated, the public debt amounted to two thousand 
millions ;• there were bills for five hundred millions due, the 
annual expenses required two hundred, and the revenue 
amounted to only a hundred and twenty millions. Desmarets,. 
the successor to Cha.millart in the comptroller-generalship, in 
vain had recourse to anticipations, loans, tontines, and a tax 
of the tenth, to fill up a part of the immense deficiency : 
some merchants brought thirty millions from Peru, which they 
lent to the king at the rate of ten per cent. : this was a very 
nseful help, but the cruel winter of 1709 completed the 
general misery. Louis XIV. and the nobles sent their plate 
to the mint ; many illustrious fa.milies at Versailles fed on 
oaten bread, the example being set by Madame de Ma.intenon. 
The people in several provinces perished with hunger ; insur.., 
rections broke out, the payment of taxes was refused, and 
smuggling was carried on with arms by the troops themselves. 
Some bands of peasants took the city of Cahors by assault, 
and a great number of the inhabitants of Perigord and Quercy, 
breaking all tie with the government, which taxed even the 
acts of the civil state, fell back into a state of nature, bap
tizing their children themselves, and marrying without the 
usual formalities. Louis XIV. demanded peace of the Dutch, 
whom he had formerly so cruelly humbled; but his negotiator, 
the ·president Rouille, met in Holland with nothing but 
haughtiness and contempt ; they for a long time n:fused to 
hear him, but at last signified to him that the king himself 
must constrain his grandson to descend from the Spanish 
throne. This humiliating declaration was transmitted to 
Versailles, to the king's council, composed of the dauphin, the 
duke of Burgundy, his son, the chancellor Pontchartrain, the 
duke de Beauvilliers, the marquis de Torey, Chamil1art, 411d . 
the comptroller-general Desmarets. The chancellor was of 
opinion that peace should be obtained at any price ; the 
ministers of war and of the finances confessed that they were 
completely without resources, and Beauvilliers dre\v tears 

* 1\Iore than eighty-three millions sterling-considering the value of 
money at that period, an immense amount.-Tnn~. G l 

D1Q1t1zed by oog e 
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from the duke of Burgundy by the picture he drew of the 
public misery. 

Torey, a skilful negotiator, offered to share the cruel task 
of the president Rouille : he set out for Holland, where 
Heinsins was then grand pensionary. Formerly the minister 
of William in Franoe, Heinsius had been subjected to more 
than one affront, and had even been threatened with the 
Bastille by Louvois ; he had not forgotten these insults. 
Prince Eug~ne and Marlborough, whom war alone made 
powerful, formed with Heinsius a triumvirate anxious for 
its continuation ; they rejected the proposals of Louis XIV., 
who offered to abandon the Spanish monarchy, and to grant 
the Dutch a barrier that would llti}Jarate them from France ; 
they required that Louis XIV. should give up Alsace and a 
part of Flanders, and insisted that he should unite with them 
against his grandson. The president RoniU~ had orders to 
bear these words to Louis, and to quit Holland in four
and-twenty hours. "Since I must make war," said the old 
monarch, "I would rather make it with my enemies than 
with my children." By his order, the extravagant proposals 
of his enemies were published throughout the kingdom ; 
indignation · roused patriotism, and France redoubled its 
efforts ; but Villars lost in Flanders, against Eug~e and 
Marlborough, the bloody battle of Malplaquet, although he 
killed twenty thousand of the enemies' troopt~, IUld only lost 
eight thousand himself: many places fell into the hands of 
the allies, whilst in Spain, the defeat of Saragoesa obliged 
Philip to leave his capital a second time, and wander about 
his kingdom BS a fugitive. Louis humbled himself afresh. 
He named as his negotiators in Holland, the abM de Polignac, 
one of ~he most enlightened men of his age, and the marshal 
d'U xelles : he proposed, by their mouths, to the congress of 
Gertruyden berg, to give no kind of assistance to his grandson, 
to restore Strasbourg and Bri.sach, to reno\moe the sovereignty 
of Alsace, to raze to the ground all his places from Bale 
to Philisbourg, to fill up the port of Dunkirk, and to 
l~e to Holland, Lilla, Tournai, Ypres, and several other 
places in Flanders : he even stooped so far as to offer a million 
per month to assist the allies in dethroning his grandson : 
all was in vain ; they insisted that he should engage alone to 
drive him out of Spain. 

Unexpected events saved France: Vendome reappeared 
in Spain, where his name alone performed · rodig_ies ; his 

D'g't"ed by 00dle 
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victory of Villaviciosa destroyed the army of the Archduke 
Charles, and saved the crown of Philip V. It was after this 
battle that Philip, exhausted with fatigue, evinced a great 
desire to sleep: "Sire," said Vend6meto him, "l will prepare 
you the most noble bed that ever king reposed in ;" and he 
spread beneath a tree the colours taken from the enemy. 

A revolution which took place in the English court did 
still more for France. The duchess of Marlborough offended 
Queen Anne, and her disgrace drew on that of the favourite, 
the head of the Whigs, then all-powerfuL* The Tories 
suceeeded to power; and to achieve the ruin of Marlborough's 
credit, they disposed the queen to make peace. The death 
of the empe1-or Joseph seconded their designs: the Archduke 
Charles, his brother, the competitor of Philip V., obtained 
the imperial crown, and incurred, in his tum, the reproach of 
aspiring to unh·ersal monarchy ; England from that time was 
not interested in supporting his pretensions to the crown of 
Spain, and signed a suspension of arms with France. Marl
borough was reca.lled, and the duke of Ormond, his succe880r, 
had orders to remain neuter. It was at the same time that 
Duguay-Trouin, without rank in the navy, and at the head 
of a small fleet equipped by himself; took possession of Rio
Janeiro, the capital of Brazil. Eugene, however, made fresh 
progress in Flanders. Deprived of the help of the English, 
but still commanding an army superior to that of the French 
by twenty thousand men, he was master of Bouchain and 
Quesnoy : between this last-mentioned and Paris there was 
no longer one strong place. Louis saw his capital threatened, 
and domestic misfortunes united with those of his kingdom 
to overwhelm him. He lost, in the course of one year, his 
son the dauphin, the duke and duchess of Burgundy, and their 
-eldest son. The death of the duke of Burgundy, the pupil 
of Fenelon, was a calamity for France. Vend6me died in 
Spain. The court and the kingdom were struck with terror: 
it was then that Louis XIV., to whom it was proposed to 
retire behind the Loire, spoke of placing himself at the hE'.ad 
of his nobility, to lead them to meet the enemy, notwithstanding 
his seventy-four years, and to perish at their head. Villars 
saved France. He kept the field in Flanders, with a hundred 
and forty battalions, against Eugene, who commanded a 

*Two parties divided England ; that of the Whigs and that of the 
·Tories ; the Whigs were less attached than the Tories to the prerogatives 
-of the throne and the privileges of the Anglican chu.rch: they had 
taken the greatest part in the revolution of 1688/ ;g;,;,ed by~oogre 
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hundred and aixty, and who, after taking Quesnoy, laid siege 
to Landrecies. The Scheid, the Sambre, and the Seille covered 
the army of Eug~ne, who had likewise an intrenched camp 
at Denain on the Scheid. The duke of Albemarle, general 
of the Dutch, guarded the lines which joined thiA camp to the 
river. Villars resolved to attack these, for the purpose of 
afterwards forcing the camp at Denain ; he masked this 
project by demonstrations of an attack upon the Sambre, 
whilst the rest ofhisarmycrossedtheScheldbetweenBouchain 
and Denain, and carried Albemarle's lines with great rapidity. 
Villars immediately advanced against the formidable intrench
ments of Denain : he was marching towards them with all 
speed, when he perceived the head of Eug~e's columns d&
bouching upon the other side of the Scheid : time pressed, 
and some one calling out for fascines to fill up the intrench
ments of Denain : "Our fascines," replied Villars, "shall be 
the bodiesofthoee whofint fall in theditches: march!" The 
French infantry received a terrible fire without flinching, they 
rushed forward upon the redoubts and carried them. Villars 
entered Denain a conqueror, and immediately directed the 
count de Broglie to march upon Marchiennes, whence 
the enemy drew their provisions and ntaterials for the siege, 
whilst he himself pursued the beaten army towards the 
Scheid : the bridges were broken beneath the multitude of 
the fugitives; all were either killed or taken, and Eug~e waa 
unable to C1'08S the river: Marchiennes, Douai, and Quesnoy 
surrendered successively, and the frontiers were in safety. 

These great successes hastened the concluding of the peace, 
which was signed at Utrecht in 1713. Its principal articles 
were the ren011ciation of the crown of F1"ance by Philip V., 
the abandonment of Sicily to the duke of Savoy with tho 
title of king ; of Spanish Flanders and the Milanese to 
the emperor; the cession of Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, 
and Hudson's Bay to England, which likewise retained 
Gibraltar and the island of Min orca. Louis XIV. guaranteed 
the succession to the English throne in the Prot&!tant line, 
and promieed to demolish the port of Dunkirk, which had 
cost him such immense sums; he abandoned part of his old cou
questR in the Nether lands, and recovered Lille, Aire, Bethune,. 
and St. V enant : the elector of Brandenburg was recognised 
king ofPrussia, and obtained Upper Gupelderland, the prin
cipality of N eufcMtel, and several other smaller states. 

The emperor Charles VI. at fu"Bt refused to-.take~ 1Rart in 
this peace: .Villars constrained him to d6''80bb)r, S'aillig the 
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Rhine, whilst Eu~ne intrenched himself in the lines of 
Eltingen, where he awaited the attack. A forced march 
of sixteen leagues in twenty hours on the other side of 
the river, placed Spire, Worms, and all the passages of the 
Rhine above Mayence in the hands of the French. Landau 
and Fribourg wereinvested, and succumbed likewise. Eugene, 
however, now received orders to negotiate : a first treaty 
was signed between him and VIllars at Radstadt, and on the 
7th of the following September a definitive peace wu 
concluded at Baden, between France, the empire, and the 
emperor. The emperor obtained the Netherlands, the Mi· 
lanese, and the kingdom of Naples, dismembered from the 
Spanish monarchy ; be recovered Fribourg and all the foril 
on the right of the Rhine : France :retained landau and the 
left bank of the river : the elector of Bavaria was re-elta
blished in his rights and dignities : all the eovereign princel 
of the empire regained their positions. Holland obtained, 
by a third and last treaty, which was signed in 1715, the 
right of gurison in many placee of the Low Countries. Buell 
was the end of this disastrous war of twelve years. FraDoe 
preserved her frontiers by the peace of Utrecht; but her im
mense sacrifices opened an abyss, which, in the end, swallowed 
up the monarchy. 

Neither tl1e reverses of the war, nor the cries of his dii
Vel!aed people, made Louis renounce his religious perseea
t,ions, which attacked even zealous Catholics. Manyofthole 
who were called Jansenist& refused to admit that the five pro
positions attributed to J anseuius and condemned by the pope, 
were to be found in the book of that bishop : of this number 
were the pious solitaries of Por~ Royal and the nuns of that 
celebrated house. The king growing angry at seeing hie 
opinion on this point combated, and yielding to the hateCul 
insinuations of his confessor, le P~re la Chaise, and Madame 
de Maintenon, drove the peaceful inhabitants of Port Royal 
from their retreat, razed their bouse to the ground, in 1709, 
and ordered the plough to be passed over its foundation& 
Fenelon, the illustrious author of Telei1UJfl'M, had found no 
favour before the king. Bossuet reproached him with shariDg 
the en·ors of Madame Guyon, whose mystic ideas had given 
birth to the sect of the Quietists, and procured the oon· 
damnation of his book entitled .Maa:im. of tM Saint~, at 
Rome. Fenelon submitted to the decision of the pope, and 
rom that time lived disgraced by the king in hi .. diocelle of 
Cambrai The reign of Louis waa'9ex~&f amicW 
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~logial quarreJe : le P«e Quesnel had publiahed a book 
« Jlaral ~ upon tile New T~m; his work 
excited the anger and hatred of le Pere Tellier, a furious 
theologian, who, since the death of Ps-e la Chaise, had 
f!0'8I'D8d the OODScience of Louis XIV. Directed by him, 
1.he king demanded of Pope Clement XL the condemnation 
ti Quesnel, one hundred and one of whose propositions were 
GIIIIOred, :in 1713, by the famous bull UnigBIIAtus. A hun
dred and ten bishops obeyed the king by accepting this buU, 
«ben resisted, and among them the cardinal de Noaillees. 
Louis in vain combated their opposition by lettre8 de cacMt 
ed other despotic mean.s : these miserable disputes, provoked 
by ~ were prol<mged beyond lais reign, and troubled 
that of his~. 

Whilst the king was thus aigna1i.zing his intolerant zeal 
h his religion, he placed, for the interests of his race, his 
peliODal will above the laws of the kingdom and all moral 
~ He had already caused several of his natural 
duldrea to be married to princes and prinOO&ses of his houae, 
ad, among others, Mademoiselle de Blois, to his nephew, 
die duke of Orleans, then duke de Chartres : already his 
Jepimated sona, the duke du Maine and the count de Tou
loUse, both children of Madame de Montespan, and born of 
a double adultery, had, by his order, taken precedenoe over 
aD the first nobles of the kingdom ; Louis XIV. went still 
further : by an edict of 171 ~. he ca.lled them and their 
~ .... to the crown of France in default of legitimate 
priDces. 

The king, however, declined rapidly : his great-grandao., 
1rho 'W8IJ to mcoeed to his throne, was only five years old ; 
and tlJe regency appeared to belong to his nephew, Philip of 
Orleau. AIWous for the future of the two princes she had 
-edueated, Madame de Maintenon induced the king to make 
a will, which limited the power of the regent by the esta.
bliahment of a council, of which the duke du Maine and the 
count de Toulouse were to form a part. Louis XIV. him
le]f fek little confidence in the execution of this act, whiOO. 
he 111mt to the Parliament, with a prohibition against openiug 
it before his death. 

Blinded by pride, by a superstitious, pitiless devotion, aad 
by the practice of abeolute power, he advanoed towards the 
tomb with his head still full of disastrous project& Ap
~ dea~h found him meditatin~ the Bl!l!eD}Q~g 9£ a 
DatioD&l council to make one part of his clergy prbstintlg ·~ 
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~ther; swallowing up immense sums of money in the useless 
constructions of Marly ; fomenting a revolution in England, 
by attempting, in contempt of his word, a last effort in favour 
~fthe son of James II. Before dying, however, wiser and 
better thoughts arose in his mind : " My son," said he to his 
great-grandson, the duke of Anjou, " you will soon be the 
king of a great kingdom ; what I most strongly 1-ecommend 
-to you is never to forget the obligations you owe to God. 
Remember that you owe to him all that you are. Endeavour 
to preserve peace with your neighbours ; do not imitate me 
in that, or in the great expenses I have indulged in. Seek 
counsel on all occasions, and try to know the best, for the 
purpose of always following it. Relieve your people from their 
burdens as aoon as it is in your power, and do that which 
I have had the misfortune not to be able to do myself." 
.After this speech the king languished several dayt~. but saw 
death approach with calmness. He said to Madame de 
Maintenon : " I should have thought that it was more diffi
cult to die ;" and to his officers : " Why do you weep I did 
you believe me to be immortal~" He died at Versailles, on 
the 1st of September, 1716, aged seventy-seven years, after 
-a reign which had lasted seventy-two, the longest mentioned 
in history. Madame de Maintenon, now eighty-two years 
old, retired to the house of Saint Cyr, * which she had founded 
for the education of three hundred girls of noble birth but 
destitute of fortune, and remained there till she died. 

Much more anxious to inspire fear and captivate admira
tion than sensible of the love of his subjects or affected by 
their happiness, his own greatness was the aim of Louis XIV. 
in most of his undertakings : a very weak part alone of the 
edifice he had constructed survived him. He himself saw, 
during the second period of his reign, France descend from 
the lofty eminence on which he had placed her during the 
iirst, and his actions prepared results for the future directly 
-1X)ntrary to those which his persevering efforts tended to 
produce. Thus, whilst wishing to establish the Catholic 
religion alone in the state, he injured it by the violences he 
committed in its name, and by the favours he so often prodi
_gally bestowed upon fanaticism and hypocrisy ; he wished, 
by introducing gentlemen into newly-disciplined regiments 
1md special companies, to make the noblesse the firmest ram
part of the monarchy, but he lessened thei.J.· consequence by 

" Thie celebrated bouse was not transformed into a qrllitary llllhool 
unLil after the Revolution. D'g't"ed by I.._:,O<Jg 1 e 
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the brilliant servitude which he imposed upon the great 
nobles, and by the sale of ridiculous offices, a.ll of which had. 
the privilege of ennobling their purchasers. A declared 
enemy of the authority of the parliaments, he kept them. 
silent during the whole of his reign, and yet he himself, by 
remitting his will to the Parliament of Paris, opened a way
by which they re-entered into the political arena ; he believed 
that by introducing Spanish etiquette into his court, he should 
strengthen the royal authority, and make it greater in the 
eyes of the multitude ; on the contrary, he weakened it. 
by completing its isolation : full of contempt for the third, 
estate, he powerfully contributed to the political emancipa
tion of this order, and to its great destinies, by the encourage
ment he afforded to manufactures and letters. It was by 
this means he in part displaced the source of riches and the 
strength of the state, by assisting to create personal property~ 
and in preparing the progress of public opinion, a double 
)'OWer, which elevated so rapidly the third estate to a level 
with the privileged orders, and which, at the present day~ 
has such a mighty influence over the destiny of nations. 

In spite of the selfishness which inspired Louis XIV. with 
so many fatal resolutions, and the numerous errors ot" hia 
reign, it still shines with a splendour which no other has 
snrpassed. This monarch, says a celebrated writer, had at 
the head ofhis armies, Turenne, Conde, Luxembourg, Catinat,. 
Creqni, Bouffters, Montesquiou, V end8me,and Villars; Ch&teau
Renaud, Duquesne, Tourville, Duguay-Trouin, commanded 
his squadrons ; Colbert, Louvois, Torey, were his advisers ;. 
Boesuet, Bourdaloue, Massillon, taught him his duties ; hia 
first parliament had Mole and Lamoignon for leaders, Talon 
and D' Aguesseau for organs ; V au ban fortified his citadels ; 
Riquet dug his canals ; Perrault and Mansard constructed 
his palaces ; Puget, Girardon, Le PouBBin, Le Sueur, and L& 

~ Brun embellished them; Le N!ltre designed his gardens; 
Comeille, Racine, Molib-9, Quinault, La Fontaine, LaBntyere, 
Boileau, enlightened his reason and amused his leisure ;. 
Montausier, BoBBUet, Beauvilliers, Fenelon, Huet, Fl6chier, 
and the abbe de Fleury educated his children. It is with. 
this august train of immortal geniuses that Louis XIV. 
presents himself before the eyes of posterity. • So many
advantages, d~ubtless, arose from a wonderful concurrence or 
circumstances and from an unexampled good fortune, which.. 
rendered this prince the contemporary of so Jl}.an]_ttminent. 

* Abb6 Maury, .Dilco11.r1 de IU«ptiiln c) l' .d'Ci'ldlmae"F~ue. 
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men; but the king, who knew how to distinguish them, wh() 
threw open his palace and his treasury to genius under 
whatever form it might present itsel..t; and whose strong will 
iupired, during sixty years, so many great things, has an 
iacoutestahle right, if not to the love of France, at least to its. 
respect and admiration. 

Among the works of Louis XIV., those whose fruits corre-
sponded best with his hopes, and which survived him the l 
longest and were most useful to France, almost all date from 
the second and best period of his reign,-from that in which 
Colbert lived : these were his early conquests, his vigorous 
central administration, his legislation, though stained with . 
barbarism in many respects; the new organization of his army,. 
his academical foundations, his canals, his maritime con- t 
structions. This monarch established by himself a. government, 1 

which he a.lone was capable of maintaining. Surrounded by 
great men whom he knew how to interest in his glory, the
protector of letters and the sciences, of the fine aria and 
ma.nufa.ctures, fur a long time a successful warrior, and 
magnificent in his festivities, the imposing LouisXIV. seemed 
born to make himself obeyed. But he left his su.cceBBOrs a 
burden too difficult to be borne : he had long found out th& 
weight of it, and the end of his reign was deplorable. His 
genius was weakened, fortune abandoned his arms, his 
finances were exhausted, the widow of Scanon ruled him, a 
meddling, cruel hypocrisy dominated in his councils and made 
him a. persecutor ; a. flood of misery inundated France, and 
bore multitudes of poor to the very gates of Versailles. This 
long reign resembles a. day which during some hours is 
splendid with glorioUB sunshine, but whose close is clouded 
with darkness and storms.* 

It is wrong to ascribe to Louis XIV. a merit for the direction 
impressed upon national manners and morals by his court : 
the court, it is true, effected great progress in civilization, by 
polishing the language and manners ; but it distinguished itself 
more by the elegance of externa.l forms than bythedelicaoy of its 

' sentiments; the writings ofLaBruya-e, La Rochefoucanld,St. 
Simon, and the comic poets of that period attest it. Contempt 
fur marriage; avidity for gold, at a time when most distinctions 
had become venal; indifference regarding the source of fortune, 
however disgraceful it might be; a fury for play, often carried, 
aad without shame, to infidelity ; t indulgence towards the 
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vices and even the crimes of certain men, courted on account 
of their birth or their wit: with designing religious hypocrisy, 
characterized the courtiers of the latter part of this reigD. 
These deplorable examples, rendered much more dangerous 
by the brilliant colouring with which they were set oft; 
exercised the most deleterious influence upon the nation, and 
make UB easily comprehend the indignation of the virtuoua 
F6nelon, when he exclaimed with grief: "The presentmannera 
lead every one into the violent temptation of attaching himself 
to the strongest by all sorts of basenesses, meannesses, and 
treacheries." 

This time, nevertheless, was not without its gleams of high 
and ennobling virtue, particularly where the influence of the 
court was least felt. The provincial noblesse, the magistracy, 
and a portion of the clergy, afforded examples of purity of 
mora.la, contempt of money, and of integrity ; but it was in 
vain that a great number of respectable men resisted the 
general torrent,-the following reign enlarged the wounds 
opened under that of the great king, and the corruption of 
the court contributed, as much as the anarchy of the finances, 
to shake the monarchy to its fotindations. 

The reign of Louis XIV. was one of the great epochs of 
the system of the balance of power in Europe. Two states, 
Prussia and Savoy, doubled their importance ; the first, 
elevated into a kingdom, balanced, in the north of Germany, 
the influence which Austria exercised in the south of that 
country ; the second, augmented by Sicily, WM destined to 
close Italy against Austria and France : the latter country, 
under Louis XIV., took upon hei'Belf the part which Spain 
had played in the preceding period : she was for a length of 
time the dominant power, from her extent, the strength of 
her government, the ascendancy of her civilization, and the 
marvellous concurrence ofthe intellectual superiorities which 
illustrated her. 

It is from the accession·ofWilliam ill, in 1688, that the 
era of English liberty must really be dated ; from that time 
England has never ceased to grow in population and power. 
Queen Anne, who owed all her glory to the celebrated men 
of her reign, preceded Louis XIV. by only a few months to 
the tomb, and the elector of Hanover succeeded that queen, 
under the name of George L RuBBia, of which the genius of 
Peter the Great made a new empire, strengthened itself in 
the north by leBBening the power of Sweden, fallen from the 
high rank in which it had been placed b~;9,~~qe.lphus, 
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by the war-madness of Charles XII. Austria languished 
nnder Charles VL, and Germany peacefully obeyed ita 
numerous sovereigns. The Spanish monarchy, which the 
peace of Utrecht deprived of a great many states, continued 
ita tendency to decline, whilst Holland, rende1-ed illustrious 
by ita wars with Louis XIV., and sharing with England the 
empire of the ocean, attained the highest point of ita power 
and riches. Such Wl\8 the state of Europe in 1715, at the 
death of Louis XIV. 



BOOK THE FIFTH. 
J'BOX THE ACCESSION OJ' LOUIS XV. TO TD THBONK, TO TBB CONVO• 

CATION OJ' THE BTATBS-GENBBAL UNDIIB LOUIS XVI, 

W eakneu of all the powers.-Stock-jobbing.-Corrnpt.ion of morali.
Rnino• wars.-Destrnction and re-eatabliahment of the Parlia
mentL-Dilaolnt.ionofthe monarchy.-Influence of the philoaophers. 

1715-1789. 

CHAPTER L 

Besency of the duke of Orleans and miniltry of the duke of Bourbon. 
1715-1726. 

EVEN in the latter end of the life of Louis XIV. all eyes 
were turned towards the duke of Orleans, hill nephew, whose 
birth and $he customs of the kingdom would call him to the 
exercise of the regency during the minority of the duke of 
Anjou. Philip of Orleans, endowed with milital'y talents, 
which the jealousy of Louis afforded him but few opportunities 
for displaying, distinguished by his wit, by his agreeable and 
easy address, by his varied knowledge oflangoagea and sciences, 
affected a cynicism of irreligion and immorality which had 
already more than once exposed him to odious suspicions. 
Heir to the throne afier the descendants of Louis XIV., the 
public voice rendered him responsible for the mortality which 
struck the royal family in the courseofthe latter yearsofthe 
preceding reign, and found a motive for accuaa.tion in the 
chemical studies, as yet but little common, to which he was 
addicted : his after-conduct, with regard to the young king, 
offered the most convincing refutation of these black calumnies: 
Louis XIV. repelled them, but, pre-occupied with the interests 
of his legitimated children, he only assigned to his nephew, by 
his will, a title without real power. He separated the regency 
from the guardianship of the monarch, which was conferred 
on the duke du Maine, as well as the command of the troops 
of the Iring's household : a council of regency, formed of 
courtiers and old ministers, in which the duke o Orleans was 
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only to have a deliberative voice, was to exercise the pleni
tude of sovereign authority. 

Whatever might be the egotism of the motives which 
inspired the king with his last resolutions, men of grave or 
austere manners must have seen with uneasiness the supreme 
power pass without control into the hands of& man so low in 
public opinion as the duke of Orleans. But this prince 
nourished much higher pretensions, &nd to support them, 
reckoned, with reason, upon the courtiers, heartily tired of 
the mask of devotion which the old king had imposed upon 
them, and full of hopes in the regency of a man of pleasure ; 
upon the parliaments, impatient to shake off the political 
interdiction which had weighed upon them for fifty yea.rs ; 
&nd upon that crowd of worshippers of Feortune, without 
principles and without opinions, always ready to change 
with her, and Bkilful in divining the party of the most 
powerful. 

On the morrow -or the death of Louis XIV., after & night 
spent in negotiating and lavishing prom.isea, the duke of 
Orle&nB repaired to tbe Parliament, &COOIIlpa.nied by the 
princes, the peers of the kingdom, and & numeroua train of 
courtiers &nd officers won over to his party. h a speech 
full of subtlety, the duke expresaed himself jealou of holding 
from the Parliament & title to which his birlh gave him 
a right ; then, after having given thia company to undel'
st&nd that · he should be enlightened by their advice, he 
proceeded to the reading of the will. Most of the magis
trates, and, among others, the advocates-general, William de 
LamoignoD, Peter Gilbert de V oWns, Henry Francis Aguea
seau, afterwards chancellor, and J oly de Fleury, theprooureur
general,. were all devoted to the duke, &nd in spite of the 
efforts of the first president 1J6 M .,.., who defended ihe 
interests of the legitimated princes, the will was set aaide 
with one voice. The Parliament recognised the duke aa 
regent of the kingdom, with full pow4!r and perfect liberty 
to compose at his pleasure the council of the regency. D'Or
leans caJJed to it those whom Louis XIV. had choeen, a.ud 
composed it of the princes, the chancellor V oisiDs, the 
marshals de Villeroi, d'Ha.roourt, Tallard, &nd Bezons, the 
duke de St. Simon, and Cheverny, the ancieot bishop of 
Troyes. The three last only were the ne" choice of the 
regent ; the duke du Maine retained the superintendence of 
the education of Louis XV., who was to be brought up at. 

o;g;,;,ed by Goog I e 
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Vincennes ; but he was deprived of the command of the 
1lousehold troops. 

The Dlinistries were suppressed, and, to replace them, 
the regent created six: special councils : those of conscience, 
of war, of finance, of the marine, of foreign affa.i.rs, and of 
the interior of the kingdom : they were presided over by the 
cardinal de Noailles, Marshal d'Estries, Marshal d'Uxellea, 
and the duke d'Antin. It was afterwards perceived that 
commercial interests had been forgotten in the establish
ment of these six councils, and a sev8Dth was c~ en
titled the council of commerce. Men widely differing from 
each other in birth, monla, and intelligence, were met in 
these councils : in the first place, great nobles, skilful in 
intrigues, but novices in business ; then the personal friends 
of the regent, dissipated, ignorant, witty, depraved men ; 
&Dd beneath them were councillors of state and memben 
of the Parliament, well-informed and laborious men, destined 
to repair the faults of their colleagues. The regent reserved 
to himself the care of the Academy of Sciences. His first 
measures .were generally approved of; he restored to the 
Parliament the right of remo:oatrance, of whieh he after
wards deprived them ; he caused the troops to be punotuaJ.ly 
paid, ordered judicial proceedings to be instituted against the 
financiers, fixed the previously fiuctua.ting value of gold and 
silver coins, visited the royal prisoDB, exiled le P~re Tellier, 
and some other Jesuits, and revoked the arbitrary sentences 
pronounced by the late king against their numerous victims. 
Many bishops and a crowd of priests and laymen, pro&eribed 
on account of miserable theological quarrels, were recalled : 
as a crowning instance of good taste and liberal feeling, the 
:regent ordered T'~ to be printed. It was under such 
:happy &118pices that his government began. The influential 
men were divided into two parties : one, and at its head was. 
Marshal de Villeroi, governor of the young menarch, faithful 
to the policy of Louis XIV., wished to maintain a striot 
union with Spain, at that, time governed by the famous Car
dinal Alberoni, who, from a simple counby curate, had raised 
himself to the rank of first minister to Philip V. ; the other 
party inclined to an alliance with England. Dubois, in the 
pay of that power, a cynical man and a skilful intriguer, 
rormerly preceptor to the regent, afterwards minister to his 
debaucheries, and who still ruled him with the triple ascend
ancy of an energetic will, 'rice, and habit, W&IJ~the oul of 
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this party, which he represented, in case of the vacancy of 
the throne, as the strongest ba.nier against the pretensions 
of Philip V. to the crown of France, although that prince 
had formally renounced it by accepting that of Spain. Lord 
Stair, the ambassador from England, and the companion of 
the pleasures of the regent, drew him into this alliance, and 
made him purchase it by the expulsion of the pretender, the 
son of James II., and by the demolition of the port of Mar
dike, which Louis XIV. destined to replace that of Dunkirk. 
A triple alliance was concluded between France, England, 
and Holland. The following year, these three powers signed, 
conjointly with the emperor, a new treaty, known under the 
name· of the treaty of tM qua.dn.tpla tJlli.mace, and Spain was 
called upon to accede to it within three months. 

The regent, always rendered uneasy by t~e pretensions of. 
Philip V. and the intrigues of Alberoni, bad, within the 
kingdom, a very great number of enemies, of whom aome 
were created by the force of circumstances, and others by 
the faults of his government and his persenal conduct. His 
debaucheries and the scandal of his orgiea, at which his 
daughter, the duchess de Berry, presided ; the shameful eleva
tion of Dubois, and his immense credit with the prince, 
wounded all worthy or reflecting minds, and raised public 
indignation against the regent. His partiality for England, 
and the rigorous measures against the l~timated princes, 
whom he had deprived of the title of princes of the blood, 
at the request of the dukes and peers, bad alienated their 
numerous partisans, as well as those of the political system 
of Louis XIV. ; but nothing excited more :reeentment 
.against the regent than his financial operations. The pu.blio 
debt left; by Louis XIV. amounted to nearly five milliarda 
(five thousand millions) of our present money ;* the revenues 
of three years were consumed beforehand, and all credit was 
annihilated. The regent had, therefore, from the beginning, 
to struggle with immense difficulties. The only known ways 
habitually fo1lowed by governments, to escape from such 
embarrassments, were bankruptcy, the alteration of the value 
of the coinage, or prosecutions of the farmera-general. The 
regent began with the last means, by appointing a chamber 
of justice, charged with the task of seeking out the guilty : 
this chamber, considered favourably at first, soon rendered 
itself odious by the atrocity of the measures taken to carry 

• More than wo hundred UJd eight millionalterline.-n-. 
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on its prosecutions : impeachment was encouraged by the 
bait of a part in the confiscation, and the penalty of death 
was inflicted with an undiscriminating hand for all the 
oftimces of the accused ; servants were permitted to depose 
against their masters, under borrowed names, and falsehood 
on the part of the informers was pmrisbed with death ; the 
researches were carried back twenty-seven years ; it was 
quite sufficient for a person to be rich to draw upon himself 
a prosecution, and four thousand four hundred and seventy 
heads of families were inscribed upon twenty lists, which 
appeared successively like so many tables of proecription. 
A multitude of remonstrances and petitions poured in from 
all quarters ; solicitors of every class and rank assailed the 
regent, and, as a witty and judicious writer has said,* "In
dulgence had its tarifts, as vengeance had its lists ;" and the 
court of France was no longer anything but the scandalQus 
market of a kingdom given over to pillage. Every one con
cealed his fortune, labour ceued at the same time with 
luxury, and, in the end, the small part of society in which 
any love of honesty remained, beheld with indignation rob
beries change hands, and instead of being a protection, the 
chamber of justice tell under general reprobation. . Other 
equally arbitrary and violent means were had recourse to : 
business contracts concluded with the ancient government, 
were in part destroyed ; the f'lmtu, as well as pensions above 
six hundred livres, were reduced by half; a multitude of 
offices and privileges, created and sold by the preceding 
government, were pitileealy suppressed without any reim
bursement to the holders of them. This reform restored the 
election of their administrators to the communes. The 
reminting of the coinage seemed to offer immense advantages 
to the government, and it was ordered. In the infancy of 
civilization, princes altered the names and weights of coins ; 
hut when the knowledge and commerce of nations had made 
some progress, no human force being able to affect the com
mon and intrinsic value of metals, the current value alone 
could be affected by being nominally lowered or raised. This 
act, which only imposes upon the multitude for a moment, 
always produces injurious effects. Public confidence is lost, 
the circulation is impeded, foreigners make immense }»''fits 
by the reminting of the deteriorated coinage, and govern
ment soon loses, by the increase of its expenses and the 
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diminution of its revenues, the momentary profit it had 
taken by foroe. * Such was the fate of the coinage under
taken by the duke de Noailles : he reckoned upon & coiD&ge 
of a :milliard (a tho11!!&1ld millions),-three hundred and 
aeventy-eight m.illicas alone were brought iato the ~ dtls 
~; and instead of two hundred millions of profit 
which he expected, he only obtained aeventy-two. Tlte gold 
of the kingdom &wed rapidly into foreign countries, in 
which the true coinage was effected, and the government, 
deceived ill its iniquitous hopes, carried its absurdity so fir 
as to interdict the entrance into France of the metals 
marked with its own stamp. 

A third financial operation had for its object tile general 
review of the public respoDlll"bilities, of which the number 
wu unknown ; it was determiDed to remodel them into oae 
siDgle species of bill. of 8ta~ and the four brothers P&n., 
men endowed with rem&rkable sagacity, were charged with 
this task. Six hundred millions were pftiBBilted to flieG ; a 
Jaw reduced them to two hundred and fifty millioDa of bills 
of state, bearing four per cent. interest, and of which a 
hundred and ninety-five alone were delivered to t1ae owners of 
the property Nee. After violent means, the dake de N oailles 
employed corruption ; he had recourse to lotteries ; bat the 
crisis was no leas imminent : the equitable ta.x of a taDih 
upon all real property raised a clamour among great pN
prieton, and was soon suppressed ; the chests of the reoeiV8l'B 
were empty, and the troops could not be paid. In the midst; 
of these great disorders, the Scotchman law began to raile 
his fortune. This adventurer, afterwanls so famous, and who 
llllited high financial conceptions with errors founded upon 
practical inexperience, seduced the regent by tbe novelty of 
his expedient, aet forth with great clearn688. N everthela., 
he was unable at first, in 1716, to apply his genius to any
thing but the operations of a bank, the capital of which, 
divided into twelve hundred sha.res, only amounted to six 
millions: law obtained the privilege for this for twenty 
yea.rs. It managed the funds of individuals, discounted bills 
of exchange, received deposits, and gave billa payable at 
sight &Dd in invariable bank currency : it had a prodigious 
ncoess, and, in spite of public incredulity, the fixity of this 
new currency re-established the exchanges and revived com
meroe. The regent, eager to make the government profit 
. • These details, into which I hAve thought it. nee_~ ~ter, are 
JD a if'l&t measure extracted from l' Hiltoire rk CZIJ.'Rlfldct:-' 
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hy the advantages of this bank, ordered its notes to be 
received in payment of the taxes, and wished to become one 
of the directors. Then was to be seeu a fictitious curreucy 
ilsued by individuals, confided, as well as the revenues of the 
state, to the good faith of m independeat company; and 
l&w :&om tba~ time meritecl ~be title of the founder of the 
acience of public credit in Franoe. 

The n11Blerous enemies of Law were mpported by the Pa.rli&
ment; hiamostillustrioasadversa.ry, theeha.ncellord' Agueaaeau, 
as well aa the duke de N oailles, haci been dilmiSIIed ; the 
anoient lieu.te~ of police, D' A.rgensoo, and Dubois, were at 
the head of a&.int when the regent detmDioed upon striking 
a decisive blow. A bed of justice wu appointed for the 26th 
of August, 1718: the magistr&W repaired to the Tuileries 
to the U11Mber of a buncired and aeventy : the duke du 
Kaine and hia brother the ooan~ de Toalouse trembled witlt 
the u.peotation oC the lll8UI1l'e8 they dreaded : the regent 
reqGeltecl them to lea'" the obaaber; then he proceeded to 
the reading of 1eHera pateot ,mjch &Dn11lled the last decrees 
of the Parliament, and took from it the right of remonstrance 
in political matters ; an edict wu then read, by which the 
legitimated priDoes, with the exception of the count de 
Toul01111e, were recbtoed to the simple rank of their peerap; 
and lastly, a decree deprived the duke dn Maine of the super
intendence of the eclutoatiou of the king and gaw it to his 
nephew and enemy the dd:e de Bourbon, a prince of depravecl 
:m&DDel'S, aingul.ll' cupidity, and "YerY limited intelleot. The 
fim president having requeated that the Parliament might 
be permi~ to examine the edict which concerned it, the 
b8per of the aeals replied, ".The king will be obeyed, and 
in~Rantly." Three days later, ripn signalized the victory 
of the regent : ~ magistrates were imprisoned; several 
parliaments, and a1I10D8 them that of Bretagne, experienced 
simila.r violences. 

The councils eetablia1ted by the duke of Orleans at the 
commencement of the regency were suppressed, and replaoed 
by departmeuta, at the head of which he placed secretaries of 
atate more dependent upon himae1£ The duke du Maine 
yielded to the storm withoat contention ; but his wife, the 
duchess, indulged in loud complaints and menaces; her 
magnificent reaidaoe of Soeaux became the rendezvous of 
malcontents and tbe focus of intrigues. An intimate con
nection had subsisted for a long time betw~ this little 
factions court and the prince de Cellamane;· thewam~or 
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from Spain. This prince, faithful to the instructions of 
Alberoni, conspired against the regent, and endeavoured to 
bring about a revolution in the government of the kingdom : 
himself imposed upon, he, in his reports, exaggerated the 
political importance and the number of the malcontents, and 
the audacious ca.rdinal wished that Philip V. should induce 
the young king, Louis XV., his nephew, to renounce the 
quadruple alliance, deprive the duke of Orleans of the regency, 
and convoke the States-General ; he meditated at the same 
time to re-establish the Stuarts in England, and to place tho 
warlike Charles XII. of Sweden at the head of the expedition. 
He thus administered to the ambitious deSires of Elizabeth 
Farnese, the second wife of Philip V., and maintained himself 
in her favour by :ftattering her with the hopes of conquering 
thrones for her children : he had cast his eyes upon several 
states, separated from the Spanish monarchy by the treaty of 
Utrecht, and an army had already invaded and BUbdued 
Sicily: but in 1718 an English fleet of twenty sail, com· 
manded by Admiral Byng, attacked, in the Mediterranean, 
the Spanish fleet of twenty-seven vessels, of which it took or 
destroyed twenty-three. Alberoni, troubled by this check, 
and feeling his power totter, wrote to Cellamarre to "set fire 
to the mines." Dubois, however, informed of the whole by a 
oopier, held the threads of the intrigue in his hands ; he 
allowed the conspirators to commit themselves a little further, 
and on the 5th of December caused the abbe Porto Carrero, 
charged with the despatches of the imprudent Cellamarre and 
papers relative to this abaurd intrigue, addressed to Alberoni, 
to be arrested on his route ; the ambassador was immediately 
transferred to the castle of Blois, there to await the orders 
of his court. The conspirators were exposed. The duke 
and the duchess du Maine were instantly arrested ; the duke 
was sent to the castle of Dourlens, and the duchess to Dijon; 
a great number of their accomplices were imprisoned at the 
same time. After having caused the letters of the king of 
Spain to be printed, the regent showed himself indulgent 
towards his enemies : he required of them an admission ef 
their fault, made the duchess du Maine sign a detailed con
fession, and released the prisoners without inflicting any 
other vengeance upon them : a magnanimous forgetfulness of 
injuries was the most noble quality of his mind. 

An intrigue similar to that of Cellamarre's was got up at 
the same epoch in Spain by the duke de Saint Aignan, the 
ambassador of the regent; its aim was to cQ,v~rtP'tO~lleroni, 
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and prepare the succession of the valetudinarian Philip V. fo~ 
the house of Orleans. Its projects evaporated without noise; 
Saint Aignan quitted Spain before the disgraoe of Cellamarre 
was known there, and whilst the regent was gathering all 
the fruits he could wish from the rash imprudence of that 
ambassador. The old court party was in a state of consterna
tion ; there was but one cry throughout France and Europe 
against the disloyalty of the Spanish ambassador, and war 
against Philip V. was determined on. 

Troubles broke out in Brittany, still in great part uncul
tivated, and in which vegetated an ignorant and poor populer 
tion, dominated over by five or six thousand gentlemen. These, 
offended by the haughtiness of the marshal de Monteaquiou, 
governor of the province, made great difJiculties of granting 
the gratuitous gift ; and the following year they opposed an 
edict of the council relative to the right of enkk. The Parlier 
ment registered their decision. A few lettres de cachet punished 
these attempts at independence. Alberoni thought he could 
pereeive in these sparks of revolt the chance of a powerful 
diversion in favour of Philip V. ; he encouraged the leaders 
in their factious projects ; the noblesse signed an act of armed 
confederation, and called in Spanish troops ; but the inferior 
classes, indifferent to this quarrel, which was quite foreign to 
their private interests, refused to support it, and the govern
ment soon stifled the revolt. A chamber of justice was 
established at Nantes; four gentlemen, condemned to death, 
were there executed by torchlight, with great preparation ; 
and when the Spanish .fleet, commanded by the duke of 
Ormond, presented itself oft' the coasts of Brittany, it found 
them bristling with troops, and defended by a faithful popu
lation. An army, however, under the orders of Marshal de 
Berwick, entered Spain, where Alberoni was prepared with 
nothing but for intrigue : a great number of places fell into 
the hands of the French, and the marine of Spain was destroyed 
in her ports. About the same time, sixteen thousand Imperial• 
ists, led into Sicily by General Mercy, compelled the Spaniards 
to evacuate the island. Overwhelmed by these numerous 
reverses, Alberoni found all was lost for him. The queen 
turned against him, and now saw nothing in thts minister but 
the obscurity of his birth : in vain he once more made thl' 
French government tremble by proposing to bring Spain iutu 
an alliance with England and Austria, ~ disgrace w:~ 
resolved upon and required by the regent : . Ph\lil~Y. l&iguctl. 
in December, 1719, an order which comffiana@..ci\flrl.81e: qnit 
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Madrid within a week. The people celebrated his flight as 
a deliverance from a scourge, and the fa.ll of the cardinal was 
the pledge of peace ; Philip V. signified his adhesion to the 
treaty of the quadruple alliance, which his minister signed in 
February, 1720, at the Hague. By this treaty, the emperor 
Charles V. abandoned all his states which the peace of Rastadt 
had separated from the Spanish monarchy ; the emperor 
engaged to give the investiture of Tuscany to Don Oarlos, 
son of Philip V. and Elizabeth Farnese, after the death, con
sidered as approaching, of the last of the Medici : by the same 
treaty, Sicily was adjudged to the house of Austria; the duke 
of Savoy was to receive, in exchange for this island, that of 
Sardinia, styled a kingdom. 

The regent afterwards employed his mediation in the 
north ; he suocoured Sweden, exhausted by the ruinoUll rash
ness of Charles XII., and in which kingdom Ulrica, tile 
sister of that monarch, now reigned. He hastened the oon
clusion of the peace between her a.nd the czar Peter, "W''t.o 
offered his daughter to the duke of Chartres, son of the regent, 
with the expectation of the throne of Poland, then ooonpied 
by King Augustus. The duke of Orleans did not accept this 
alliance, and was, for a moment, the arbitrator of Europe. 
This powerful influence was partly due to the ephemeral and 
prodigious success of I.e.w's system, which, adopted by the 
regent, then enjoyed the highest degree of public &vour, anti 
placed immense pecuniary resources in the hands of the 
govemment. 

Law's bank had been declared the bank of the king at the 
end of 1718: it obtained the privileged rights of the old 
company of the Indies, which united to vast poseeesions in 
Louisiana the exclusive trade of Africa and Asia : the 
government joined to this the monopoly of tobe.ooo, the 
gabelles of A1sace and Franche-Comte, the profits of the 
coining of money, a.nd the receipts a.nd fa.nnershipe.-general. 
This bank thus held in its possession the deposit of all fortunes. 
Its first care was to decry the coinage by tormenting it by 
fifty consecutive variations, whilst its paper alone appeared 
invariable a.nd superior to the numeral value which it re
presented. Seduced by I.e.w's first succcesses, a credulous 
multitude purchased shares of the company, and exchanged 
their gold for the paper of the bank. This gold served to 
reimburse the creditors of the state, who, embarrassed by 
their capitals, and full of mad confidence, excblf.lged t~em for 
shares, the value of which increased in ptopomi5n~"'th the 
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crowd of buyers. The blindness was soon carried to its 
height, and shares, whose original value was only five hundred 
livres each, attained the enormous price of eighteen thousand 
livres. The street Quinoampoix acquired a shameful cele
brity; it was the ignoble theatre where the shares of the bank 
were negotiated for. There IIC&Ddalous fortunes were raiaed, 
and there were annihilated those that appeared the beet 
established ; there, from the oellars to the garrets, were 
heaped together~ people of both sexes, of every age, 
of every condition, eolely occupied in trafficking their notes 
and their shares : they docked thither in crowds from the 
most distant provinces and from foreign countries, and the 
whole nation seemed· tranaformed into one vut camp of stock
jobbers. 

This fermentation, 110 abject and eo acandalous, had, how
ever, eome happy effects. The re-establishing of so many 
doubtful papers gave an imm6Jill6 impulse to trade and manu
factures ; the numbers of manufacturers increased three
fifths ; agriculture and the treasury were enriched by the 
adluence of foreigners and the increase of consumption. 
Everything was easy to a government gorged with the gold 
of the kingdom ; the diplomacy of France became dominant, 
and its navy, lately reduced to a few vessels, and abandoned 
to the count de Maurepas, eighty-eight yeara of age, was 
:restored to a condition to protect the French maritime trade. 
The regent strengthened the relations between the colonies 
.and the mother country, and added the lale of France to 
them, au island much coveted by the English. The foundation 
. of New Orleans on the banks of the Misaiaaippi dates from 
this period. Useful works were undertaken in France; such u 
several royal roads of a magnificence till that time unknown, 
.and the canal of Montargia; the University of Paris likewile 
gave instruction gratuitously. Law, at the period of his 
highest favour, received the homage of all Europe : the aon 
of James n., known under the name of the 0/lerxJlMr dB 
.Stli/M fhtwge, sought his friendship, and Law gave him out of 
his own pocket the pension which France never repaid him. 

At the commencement of 1720, Law was at the summit 
of his suooeea, and, after having abjured the Protestant reli
gion, was made comptroller-general ; but he even then ap
proached his fall His principal error had been in coDBidering 
the paper of the bank as a perfect equivalent for the metallic 
currency. The ignorance and the cupidity ~~ the~vern
ment augmented the fatal consequencea0"of dthlS'<i?~r , Law 
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was not at liberty to moderate the movements of his system. 
A frightful ma.ss of notes, out of all proportion with the cur
rency of France, was fabricated and forced into circulation in 
spite of him ; it amounted to several milliards, and people soon 
.()bserved with terror that the exchange against real values 
became impossible. The favourable excitement produced by 
the declarations of the existence of gold-mines in the fields of 
..Louisiana, and on the banks of the Mississippi, was dissipated 
.at the same time. To support his system, Law then had re· 
-course to violent measures, which only completed ita ill 
~·eputa.tion ; individua1s were forbidden to have by them 
:more than five hundred livres in money, or to convert their 
.gold into pearls or diamonds; and at length, on the· 21st of 
May, appeared an edict, which reduced the shares of the com
.pa.ny to half their value. From that moment all illusion was 
-destroyed: in vain the duke d'Autin, brother-in-law of the 
regent, revoked that edict ; confidence could not be restored, 
.and Law was arrested, and commanded to render up his 
.:accounts, which he did with such admirable clearness as to 
.confound his enemies. The direction of the bank and the 
-.company was restored to him : Law refused to resume the 
comptrollership, and proposed to the regent as a means oC 
reviving public confidence, the recall of his ancient adversary., 
the chancellor D' Aguesseau. He himself went to Fresne, 
.the retreat of that venerable magistrate, and solicited his 
return. D' Aguessea.u sacrificed his repose to his love of.the 
public good : this day was the most glorious of his noble life. 
But this illustrious man had neither the sagacity nor ,the 
strength necessary to divert the storm, and misfortunes 

. .succeeded each other rapidly. 
The plague which broke out in France closed the porta of all 

. the world against its vessels, and brought enormous losses upon 
the company : the discredit into which the company fell was 
still more fatal, and the Parliament rejected, almost without 
deliberation, the edicts which might have given hopes of the 
liquidation of the bank. Dubois, upon this, though he was 
.the enemy of Law, avenged the government ft>r this bold 
attack, by banishing the Parliament in a body to Pontoise ; 
.such an o.ft'ront as that assembly had never undergone since 
its establishment. 

Stock-jobbing was forbidden ; but it was carried on with 
fury, even under sabres and bayonets. Scenes of violence 
.and murder took place, and a threatening m9h direC1~ ita 
..:ourse to the Pa.lais Royal, the doors of'cwhibhct'Rglfegent. 
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ordered to be thrown open to it. The theatre of this odious 
traffic was transferred from the Rue Quincampoix to the 
Place V end8me, and thence to the gardens of the H(ltel de 
Soissons. It was there that paper lost the quality of money, 
and that, in September, nine shares were bought for a single 
gold mark, which, a year before, might have been sold for-
160,000 Iivres in Rpecie. Greedy and skilful calculators 
again negotiated upon the ruins of old and new fortunes, an!l· 
their frightful jobbing acquired the name of Milsi8sippi. 
'I"Uined. lAw offered the regent to leave France, and to give· ' 
up all his property to him, with the reservation of the five· 
thousand crowns he had brought with him. The prince did 
not attempt to detain him; and this celebrated foreigner, 
after being adored as a god, disappeared from the kingdom · 
as a fugitive, and went to end his life obscurely at the gaming
tables of Venice, leaving, as his whole succession, a diamond· 
worth 40,000 livres, which had often been placed in pawn,. 
and a few pictures. 

The government endeavoured, by a multitude of violent· 
edicts, to restore to the notes of the bank a value which 
credit alone could BUBtain : all was useless, and in 1721 the 
government had again recourse to the operation of the visa, 
to verify the true debt of the state and the titles of its 
creditors. This was again confided to the brothers PAris, 
and two milliards two hundred millions of paper were depo
sited at their offices : one-third was annulled, and the rest 
reduced to a disadvantageous rate of interest. The capitalists. 
who persisted in keeping their notes in their portfolios, with
out submitting to the visa, lost the whole of their claims : 
the stock-jobbers by profession, who had made enormous. 
profits, were violently despoiled of the greater part of their 
gains. The claims to be liquidated amounted to seventeen· 
hlmdred millions, and the state was much more in debt than 
at the death of Louis XIV. 

Such was the end of the famous system, of which the 
ignorance and the despotism of the government, far more 
than the errors of the founder, accelerated the ruin. It had 
a great effect upon public morals and the distribution of 
riches, rendered the people greedy after gain, enterprising· 
and bold in their speculations, and gave, by initiating the
use of banks, a new life to commerce, whilst it strengthened 
the prejudices of the government against every new id<>.a, and 
against every project of amelioration. 

The pl~e exercised frightful ravagesain·d:Bfo:vefl@ e The 
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number of its victims is not known ; but the four cities of 
Marseilles, Arles, Aix, and Toulon, alone lost 79,500 of their 
inhabitants. Belzunce, bishop of .Marseilles, the Chevalier 
Rose, and the echevins Estelle and Moustier, immortalised 
themselves by the most heroic devotion to the a1llicted. in the 
midst of this frightful calamity. 

The public misfortunes did not at all suspend the violence 
of theological disputes. The cardinal de Noaillee still showed 
himself at the head of the opponents to the bull of Unig~ 
of Pope Clement XL, considering it as an attack upon the 
liberties of the Gallican. church, and the Parliament refuaed. 
to register it : Dubois broke through this double obetacle. 
This intriguing cynic had already succeeded in getting him
self named azoehbishop of Cambrai ; he was, further, ambi
tious of the Romiah purple, and wished to gain the hat, by 
causing the bull to be accepted in France. He surrounded. 
the cardinal de N oailles with aki1ful theologians, and these, 
by the employment of captious reasoning&, eucoeeded in 
obtaining his mbmisaion, which decided that of numerous 
opposing bishops. It only remained to subdue the Parlia
ment, then banished to Pontoiae : Dubois terrified that body 
by the threat of a new exile to Blois, whilst Law, thea. 
minister, spoke of reimbursing the cost of the chaJ."gea of the 
magistracy with his doubtful paper, and of constituting a 
body of magistrates who should have no other functions than 
that of administering justice. The Parliament held out no 
longer, but registered the bull, without pretending to strike 
al the .~ of the lWngdom upoR tM ctpp«Jl8 lo tM .futurs 
counciL The Parliament returned to Paris the following 
year. 

After long and scandalous intrigues, Pope Innocent XITI. 
made Dubois a cardinal : the regent, who despised this man 
without being able to do without him, completed his good 
fortune by naming him first minister three months before 
the coronation of Louis XV., whose majority was pronounced 
in the Parliament on the 22nd of January, 1723. The young 
infanta of Spain, four years of age, arrived &t court : the 
regent destined her for wife to the king, whilst his own 
daughter was sent to Spain as the future spouse ai the prinoe 
of the Asturias. By appointing Dubois fim minister at the 
period of the majority of Louis XV., the duke of Orleans 
retained the entire direction of aftairs ; ba* death disap
pointed his hopes : Dubois, after having made eome wile 
regulations, expired in the course of the year, c~~d im-
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mense fortune. The duke of Orleans succeeded him in his 
post, but he himself died almost immediately afterwa.rds 01: 
an 11.ttack of apoplexy. The king, though naturally cold and. 
insensible, regretted his guardian, and was moved at the 
remembrance of the evidences of tender and respectful int;ere$ 
which he had never ceased to receive from him. Fleury, 
bishop of Frejus, and preceptor of the young monarch, 
exercised an absolute ascendancy over him. Acting in har
mony with the duke of Bourbon, he persuaded his pupil to 
name that prince prime minister : Louis XV. consented by 
a nod of his head, and the government passed thus from the 
house of Orleans to that of Conde. 

Three persons only composed the council of the king : 
the duke of Bourbon, the bishop of Frejus, and the marshal 
de Villars. A woman of scandalous morals, the marquise de 
Prie, the mistress of the prime minister, ruled over his narrow 
mind, brutified by debauchery and an insatiable cupidity. 
Duvernay, the youngest of the brothers PAris, was chosen by 
her to administer ,a.ffai.rs, and the duke de Bourbon received 
this minister directly from her hands ; he proved to be the 
author of some wise measures, but he was likewise the accom
plice and instrument of odious violences. The first laws pused 
under the ministry thus composed were senseless and atrocious; 
the legal value of the currency was diminished by a ~ and 
interest reduced to three and a half per cent. ; Duvernay 
wished the habits of the nation to change as quickly as the 
decrees of council; the troops fell upon the workmen of Paris, 
who assembled for the purpose of defending their wages ; the 
prisons were filled ; the shops of those who did not lower 
theirprices to the level of the monetary laws were bricked up; 
in the end, the disastrous effects of this measure became 
evident, and after the kingdom had been thrown into con
fwrion for six months, the coinage was restored to its primitive 
value. France was again struck at this period, but for the 
last time, with the onerous impost of the joyous accesfton, 
which the duke of Orleans had wisely rejected, and which 
was estimated at twenty-three millions; she paid, in addition to 
its numberless burdens, a half per cent., impoeed upon all the 
productions of the soil. It waa from the bosom of debauchery 
and amidst the ruinous festivities of Chantilly, the brilliant 
abode of the Cond~ that these spoliating edicts issued ; 
thence also issued, at the solicitation of M. de Tressa.n, bishop 
of Nantes, atrocious ordinances against the Proteotan~ They 
asserted, as the barbarous edicts of LouisoEV1 Chi2C'qgife, the 
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false HUpposition that there were no longer any Protestants 
in France, and consequently treated as persons relapsed all 
who were convicted of heresy: they also in the same way 
annulled marriages among Calvinists, authorized the carrying 
off of children and the invasion of successions, and punished 
with death or the galleys :flight, hospitality, and the most 
generous actions. These ordinances even surpassed those of 
the late king in cruelty, for they rendered the intervention 
of an officer of justice useless, and abandoned the victims to 
the discretion of their inveterate enemies. 

The two motives of the actions of the duke de Bourbon 
were cupidity and ambition. It was in the interest of his 
own fortune that he supported the company of the Indies, 
which had been strongly shaken by the fall of the system, 
of which it held a great many shares ; and it was from a 

· jealous hatred of the house of Orleans, and in the fear that 
it would inherit the crown if the king died without a direct . 
heir, that he broke off the projected marriage between the 
king and a princess of a tender age. He sent the infanta 
back to Spain, calling to the throne in her place Mary 
Leczinska, daughter of Stanislaus, formerly crowned king of 
Poland by Charles XII., and who, fallen from royal greatness, 
lived in an obscure retreat at W eissemburg. 

The affront of this disgrace was keenly felt in Spain. The 
weak Philip V., the victim of narrow scruples of conscience 
and the plaything of his confessors, had abdicated the throne 
the preceding year, in compliance with the counsels of his 
confessor, the Jesuit Bermudez. His son, sixteen years of 
age, succeeded him, tmder the name of Louis I. : at the end 
of a reign of seven months he died of the small-pox, and if 
Philip did not reascend the throne, his crown would fall to 
his second son Ferdinand, ten years of age, whilst a regency, 
composed of the nobles of Spain, would govern the kingdom. 
The court of France dreaded such a state of things, and its 
ambassador, the marshal de Tesse, employed all his infiuence 
to induce the king to revoke his abdication. Theologians, 
called upon by the queen to combat Bermudez, decided that 
the king ought to resumo the sceptre under the pain of mortal 
sin. Laura Pescatori, his nurse, energetically assisted them 
by her bold and affectionate language, and, at length, on the 
5th of September, 1724, Philip consented to resume his 
1!C6ptre. A few months afterwards he heard of the rupture of 
the marriage projected between his daught~r and Louis XV. 
Hill anger WM extreme : he immediately;el!tlat;cb:agllethe 
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two daughters of the regent, one of whom was the widow 
of the young Louis I., and the other, Mademoiselle de 
:Beaujolais, who was to have married the infant Don Carlos ; 
but this by no means satisfied his Yengeance ; one of his emis
sarie.~ the adventurer Riperda, concluded in his name a treaty 
with the emperor Charles VI., who was irritated at the 
obstacles opposed by the powers to the establishment of the 
company of Ostend, and to his pragmatic regulation, by which 
he called to his succession, in default ofmale issue, his eldest 
daughter, Maria Theresa. Alarmed at this treaty, France, 
England, and Prussia signed, in 1725, that of Hanover, 
founded on the basis of a guarantee, and of mutual alliance. 

The moment approached at which Philip was to be avenged 
for the insult offered to his family. The duke of Bourbon 
endeavoured to emancipate himself from the importunate 
censure of the bishop of .Frejus, and had drawn in the young 
queen to second his designs : the misery of the people, 
however, was at its height : from all sides arose maledictions 
against the government, and Fleury was implored to put an 
end to the public calamities : he at length yielded, and the 
revolution was effected. On the lith of June, the king, when 
setting out for the chase, said to the duke, with a gracious 
lmlile, " Cousin, do not wait supper· for me ;" and a few 
minutes afterwards the duke de Charos remitted to him, on 
the part of the king, a short, dry letter, which ordered him 
to retire to Chantilly, under pain of disobedience. The 
prince instantly complied. In the capital the news of his 
fall was received with inexpressible transporta ; the brothers 
PAris were dismissed, Duvemey was sent to the Bastille, and 
the marquise de Prie was exiled. The king declared that 
from that time he would have no prime minister, but would 
govern himself. Thus terminated the ten years during 

· which we have seen the tutelage of Louis XV. prolonged, 
successively, under the heads of the two collateral branches. 

Amidst the scandals, violences, and calamities which signal
ized this period, some wise measures were adopted and many 
useful works undertaken. Duvemey was the true founder 
of the national militia, established by him upon an excellent 
footing, amounting to sixty thousand men, drawn by lot ; the 
support of the soldier was no longer a burden upon the 
inhabitant, and nearly five hundred barracks were constructed 
in this short period : under Louis XIV. no great road had 
been marked out; the regency conceived a ~ and~utiful 
system o~outes, the execution of wlii:chdwll.s~~lfed to · 
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particular administration ; it likewise seoonded the philan
thropic views of the illustrious Francis de Sales, the founder 
of the Christian Schools : the introduction of Freemasonry 
into France is due to the same period. 

Public morality received a. fatal tendency from the conduct. 
of the regent : the fury for gaming, in pa.rticula.r, of which 
the princes gave a pernicious example, possessed a.ll h~ 
and carried ruin and despair into a multitude of families. 

The regent, himself endowed with numerous acquiremen~ 
merited honour by being the protector of letW's and the 
sciences ; the latter made but few brilliant ~yerj.~ the 
former boasted some great names and a.· few ~rpiOO.. 
Fontanelle &Dd la MoUe were then the arbiters Qf. ~te in 
literature : Rollin wrote his excellent T~ upon Sty,cl;u ~· 
V ertot his ROfllQifl .Revolutions ; Gel'8l'd his S!lft!Mym& 
Deetouchee, Ma.rivaux, and Boissy distinguished themselves. 
on the comic stage ; <Jrebillon and Jean Baptiste Rol.IBI!e&U 
still wrote, and Massillonimmorta.lizedhimselfbythe preaehing 
of his Pe/i,e OMSme. But Voltaire and Montesquieu already 
appeared above the horizon ; two celebrated works, the 
Ht:M'iads and the Lettres PerBaAnM, had however announced 
but a sma.ll part of the immense talent of these two a.uthol'Bt 
or foreshadowed the prodigious influence which theyexerciaed 
over their age. 

CHAPTER II. 
Continuation of4be reign of Louia XV., from tbe 00111JD1111C8111ent ~ ih• 

administration of Fleury to 4be Senn Yean~' War, 1726-1767. 

LoUIS XV. was born with a. strong &Dtipathy for exhibi
tion or display, and showed, from his earliest infancy, an 
exclusive taste for the details of private life. His preceptor, 
Fleury, took care to gain his affection by extreme indulgence, 
whilst he sought to secure himself a long ascendancy over 
him by keeping him ignorant of everything that migh~ 
elevate his undenrtanding or his spirit. The studies of the 
king, 88 well 88 his amusements,* completed the drying-up 
of his heart, and contributed, 88 much 88 his indifferent and 
cold nature, to make him an insensible master. The regen~ 

* Tbe favourite divemons of Louis XV. were gamea at oarda. and 
tbe spectacle of cruel sports in vast apartments, where birds of prey 
were let l001e amidst tbouands of sparrows, and . made chid.oQua 0111"' 
"''llge of 4hem.-Lemontey, H~ de 1<1 1Ugfl11Cit'9''"ed by _,-uogte 
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anxious to retain an absolute influence over his ward after 
the period of his majority, had removed his governor, the 
marshal de Villeroi, a violent and obstinate man ; the bishop 
of Frejus, more supple and more adroit, inspiring leiB 
umbrage, was allowed to remain near the young monarch, 
whom he instructed in a profound dissimulation, and every 
day insinuated himself more and more into his good graces. 
He brought him to the point of seeing nothing but by his. 
eyes, of doing nothing but by his means; so that when Louia 
XV. declared, after the diATDil!l!&l of the duke de Bourbon, 
that he would have no other prime minister, and Fleury was 
made a cardinal, it might easily be presumed, that, notwith· 
standing his seventy-three years, it would be he who would 
govern the state and exercise the plenitude of royal power. 
One of his first acta was to suppl"eelS the half per oent., and 
fix the value of the silver mark, which he carried to fifty-one 
livres, and which has sinceundergone but little change. Fleury 
also hastened to enforce some wise retrenchments ; but being 
perfectly ignorant of the science of finance, he inflicted a 
new and dangerous wound upon public credit by arbitrarily 
diminishing the interest of the public funds. .All these 
efforts of the cardinal minister were made for the purpose of 
maintaining peace. A general congress was opened with 
much solemnity at Boissons, in 1728, and was dissolved the 
following year, without having done anything. Fleury nego. 
tiated whilst the deputies of the powers disputed; he connected 
France more closely with Spain, and, in 1731, fresh treaties, 
negotiated at Vienna between France, the emperor, Spain, 
and Holland, guaranteed to Charles the execution of the 
pragmatic sanction ; to Don Carlos the poesesaion of the 
duchies of Parma and Placentia, and the 811C0e81ion of Tuscany: 
the emperor promised to revoke the privileges of the Ostend 
Company. 

Europe was at peace, and the pitiful quarrel between the 
J ansenists and their adversaries the Molinists* continued to 
scandalize Paris and France. Fleury caused a council to 
be assembled at Embrun, at which was cited and condemned 
John Boanen, bishop of Senez, one of the four las!; bishops 
who opposed the bull Unigenillu& Fresh troubles were 
excited by the intolerant zeal of M. de Vintimille, the suo
cessor of Cardinal de N oailles in the archbishopric of Paris. 

• They were eo called from the Jesuit Louis Molina, a oelebratecl 
theologi1111, whoee opiuious they adopted. Molina ~~ti)PJiixteenUl century. U1Q1t1Ze oy ()1'-
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A contest arose between him and the body of advocates, 
which at that period took the name of an order, and which 
was supported by the Parliament. The king refused to hear 
the magistrates; a great number were exiled and afterwards 
recalled, without any decisive results for either party. The 
Jansenists, in this little war, so f~~otal to the Church, exhibited, 
in suppo1·t of their cause, some strange scenes, of which the 
cemetery of Saint Medard was the theatre. A Jansenist 
deacon named Paris had been buried there in 1727 ; he was 
cried up as a saint, aud a report prevailed that miracles were 
performed at his grave. A considerable aftluence of people 
to the spot ensued, and a great number of sick t~ere 
experienced eome extraordinary convulsions ; it was _asserted 
that the contagion of sympathy and the excitemen~· of the 
imagination produced real effect& "It is the work of-God," 
cried some. "It is the work of the devil," cried others; and 
the incredulous obtained from the whole fresh arms against 
religion. At length the archbishop prohibited any public 
homage to be addressed to the deacon Paris, under the 
pretext that he was not canonized ; advocates appealed from 
this sentence as an abuse, and the Parliament admitted their 
appeal. The deliriwn was carried to its height ; the ceme
tery became the general meeting-place of the visionaries, 
the curious, and pickpockets, who crowded thither at all 
hours, until the government was compelled to forbid all 
entrance to it. 

In spite of the efforts of Cardinal Fleury, the peace W81J 

broken in consequence of the death of Augustus I., elector 
of Saxony and king of Poland, which happened in 1733. 
This prince, famous for his prodigious debaucheries, had been 
1'8ised to the throne of Poland, when Charles XIL had 
ceased to support Stanislaus Leczinski upon it. The latter, 
who was the father-in-law of Louis XV., conceived the hope 
of recovering the sceptre he had lost : he repaired in disguise 
to Warsaw, where he was immediately proclaimed king; 
but very shortly Count Munich was sent into Poland by the 
czarina, Anna I vanovna, niece of Peter the Great, and heir 
to his throne : Munich procured the election of Frederick 
Augustus, son of Augustus I. This prince guaranteed the 
pragmatic sanction of Charles VI., who sent him some 
troops ; .France could only furnish Stanislaus with fifteen 
hundred French, to a.'!Sist him against the Russians, who 
besieged him in Dantzic ; they proved a useless succour, 
notwithstanding the heroism of the conntecdeCFl~l~l&vho 
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was killed at the head of them : Dantzio was taken, 
and Stanislaus, upon whose head a price was set, escaped 
through a thousand difficulties. Louis XV. took his revenge 
of the emperor by seizing Lorraine ; he a.llied himself with 
Spain and Savoy, the throne of which latter country Victor 
Amadeus had abdicated, and upon which was seated his son, 
Charles Emanuel III. Berwick led an army into Germany, 
and Villars one into Italy. Berwick took the fort of Kehl ; 
Milan fell into the hands of Villars ; and in the following 
year these two illustrious generals finished their glorious 
career at nearly the same time. 

The duke de Noailles and the marquis d'Asfeld replaced 
Berwick, whilst the marshal de Coigny and the count de 
Broglie succeeded Villars in tho command of the army of 
Italy. The two Belle-Isles, grandsons of the famous 
Fouquet, and the count Maurice de Saxe, natural son of 
Augustus L, served in the army of the duke de N oailles, 
who had for adversaries Prince Eug~e, and under him the 
prince royal of Prussia., then twenty-one years of age, and 
who afterwards became the great Frederick. Don Carlos, 
son of Philip V. and Elizabeth Fa.rnese, took possession of 
Naples and Sicily, and the French,. commanded by the 
marquis d' Asfeold, took Philisbourg, under the eyes of Eugene. 
These successes were followed by the battle of Parma, in 
which Coigny was conqueror, and by that of Guast-alla, 
glorious for the marshal de Broglie. The peace proposed in 
1735, the period of the death of Eug~ne, was concluded on 
the following conditions :-Sta.ni.sla.us renounced the tlu:one 
of Poland, and received as compensation the duchies of 
Lorraine and Bar, revertible to France in full sovereignty : 
Francis Stephen, duke of Lorraine, exchanged his duchies for 
that of Tuscany ; Don Carloe, renouncing Parma and 
Placentia., obtained from the emperor the cession of Naples 
and Sicily, of which be was crowned king; Charles VI • 

. regained possession of Milan and Mantua ; and France, by a 
formal article, accepted his pragmatic sanction, solemnly 
engaging to maintain it towards and against all. This treaty 
was not signed till1738, and Spain did not accede to it till 
1739. During the negotiations on this subject, great 
troubles broke out in the island of Corsica, possessed by the 
Genoese, which prepared for its union with France. The 
cruel tyranny of the Genoese roused this island, in which an 
adventurer from Westphalia., the baron de N~uhoftj~g<?t him
.self proclaimed sovereign, and reigned fClr'sl>Dut-J:hlPnm under 
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the name of KWig TlwHlore : driven by a tempest into the 
Gulf of Naples, he was there made prisoner : the Corsicaus 
then called upon the French for aid, who subdued the island, 
but soon after e'V11CU&ted it, without deriving any advantage 
from their conquest. 

The emperor Charles VI. died in 17 40, in the firm belief 
that his pragmatic sanction, guaranteed by all the powers, 
would be executed, and that his daughter :Maria Theresa, 
queen of Hungary, would inherit his states ; but scaroely 
had he closed his eyes, when a crowd of princes put forth 
pretensions to his vast heritage, and verified the sying of 
Eugme, "that the beet guarantee in such cases was an 111111y 
of a hundred th0118aDd men." Among these princes, in the 
first rank, were Oharles Albert, elector of Bavaria, and 
Augustus Ill., elector of Saxony, who claimed the entire 
inheritance ; the former as descendant of the daughter of 
Ferdinand 1., the latter as the husband of the eldest daughter 
of the emperor Joseph. Philip V., king of Spain, revived 
110me superannuated claims upon the kingdoms of Hungary 
and Bohemia, in the hopes of obtaining, by means of COD· 

vention, some establishment in Italy for the children be had 
had by his second wife, Elizabeth Farnese. OharleeEmmanueJ, 
king of Sardinia, claimed the duchy of Milan, and the illus
-trious Frederick n, king of Prussia., coveted Silesia, "which 
belonged," he said, "by right of reversion, to the electors of 
Brandenburg. POBBeBSOr of much wealth, bead of a numerous 
army, and strong in his own genius, Frederick at once poured 
his battalions on that province, and then enjoined Maria 
Theresa to yield to him, promising her his support in 
exchange for her consent. Maria Theresa refused : Frede
rick followed up his advantages, took Breslan, gained, in 
1741, the battle of Melwitz, and subdued the major part of 
Sileaia. 

France did not yet declare itself: it had solemnly engaged to 
execute the pragmatic sanction ofObarlee VI.; but Louis XV., 
entirely occupied with his pleasures, and (.VdinaJ. Fleury, 
burdened by age, and otherwise wrry little scrupulous with 
regard to faith in treaties, allowed the ambitions count de Belle
Isle to &IIBDDle great induenoe in the council This nobleman. 
alleged as a pretext, the eternal fea.r that the Austrian power 
would become too formidable, and the council of the king 
believed, by a shameful evasion, to reconcile its engagements 
with its hostile projects : it did not directly ~eclare war 
against Oharles VI., but it concluded &l '' tilealf~~ the 



A.D.lUO.l MiliA THERESA IN HUNGARY. 447 

elector of Bavaria, the principal pretender to the succeesion 
of Charles and the imperial crown. Spain, which claimed 
the Austrian possessions in Italy, entered into this alliance, 
which was joined, suooessively, by the kings of Prussia, 
Sardinia, and Poland. The shares were thus regulated : to 
Charles, elector of Bavaria, the imperial crown, the kingdom 
<Jf Bohemia, Upper Austria, and the Tyrol; to the elector of 
Saxony, Moravia and Upper Bilesia ; the remainder of this 
last province to the king of Prussia ; and the Austrian 
possessions in Italy to the king of Spain, to form an esta
blisement for the infimt Don Philip. They left to Maria 
Theresa, who bad married Francis of Lorraine, grand-duke 
<Jf Tuscany, H11Ilgll.l'y, the Low Countries, and Lower Austria. 
This princess had no ally but George II., elector of Hanover 
and king of England. Two French armies, each forty 
tboW!&Dd strong, entered Germany. The count de Belle
Isle, who had become a marshal, commanded one of them ; 
the other wa.s confided to the marshal de Mail.lebois, who 
.stopped thirty thousand English, aent to Maria Theresa by 
King George, and forced England, in this campaign, to become 
neutral, by rendering it uneasy with regard to Hanover. 
Great successes for the allied powers marked the opening of 
this war : the elector of Bavaria and the French threatened 
Vienna ; Maurice de Saxe, then lieutenant-general in the 
1lel'Vice of France, and the celebrated Cbevert, obtained 
possession of Prague, in wJrich place the elector of Bavaria 
W8.8 proclaimed king of Bohemia; a month after, be W8.8 

elected emperor at Frankfort, under the name of Charles VII. 
Maria Theresa, however, though abandoned by all, did not 

abandon herself: she convoked the States of Hungary, pre
sented herself before them holding in her arms her son, only 
a few months old, and demanded their aid : "I place in your 
hands," she said, "the daughter and the son of your kings, 
who look to you for their safety." Her speech, which 
she pronounced in latin, the idiom of the states, electrified 
all hearts ; the Hungarian nobles drew their sabres and 
cried : "We will die for our king Maria Theresa. • Prompt 
eftorts followed theae words ; an army W8.8 raised for her ; 
Austria was retaken, Bavaria invaded, the marquis de ~ 
forced to capitulate at Lintz, and the elector deprived of all 
his states. The king of Sardinia had already detached himself 
from the league, and declared himself a deferider of Maria ; 
the king of Prussia treated with her in his turn. o)?t@ning 
the cession of Bilesia, and the Frenc'H''"f'()itn~ut)I~ves 
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reduced to thirty thousand men in Bohemia, and these 
hemmed in between two armies. Prague was blockaded by 
the Austrians. Marshal de Maillebois, sent to the succour 
of this city, was not able to penetrate to it : he was deprived 
of his command, and replaced by the duke de Broglie, who 
escaped alone from Prague to go and take the command of 
the army. The defence of this capital was confided to the 
marshal de Belle-Isle, who, at the head of twelve thoU1!811d 
foot and three thousand horse, finding himself not in a con
dition to maintain it, evacuated it, and effected a brilliant 
retreat upon Egra, in the heart of a severe winter. Che.vert, 
who remained in Prague with six hundred sick, concealed his 
weakness, and obtained an honourable capitulation. 

Marshal de N oailles received orders to watch the English 
and Hanoverian army on the Maint~ : it was commanded by 
Lord Stair ; and the king of England, George II., with his 
son the duke of Cumberland, had recently joined it. The 
English had penetrated as far as Aschaftemburg, above 
Hauau, between the mountains of Spessart and the Maine, 
the course of which river, both above anli below, was in the 
power of the French. Their army, already annoyed by 
shortness of provisions, and on the point of being surrounded 
on all sides, retraced its steps ; the marshal de N oailles 
observed it from the other side of the Maine, and followed 
all its movements. He caused numerous bodies of troopa 
to cross the river in front of the village of Dettingen and 
of a narrow defile which the enemy must pass through : 
the duke de Grammont, nephew of the marshal, concealed 
with all the Iring's household troops in a deep ravine, through 
which the English army must descend, was to wait for it 
there, and close up its passage, whilst the batteries were 
disposed upon the other shore so as to play upon the enemy's 
main body. The English army was on the point of being 
destroyed ; the rashness of De Grammont saved it : before 1 

it was completely surrounded, or the marshal had given the 
signal for the attack, Grammont quitted his post, fell upon 
the English, who made great havoc among his troops with 
their artillery, advantageously posted upon a hill ; he rushed 
forward to gain possession of it, but in vain ; by his move
ment he masked the enemy from the French batteries, which 
he obliged to cease their fire, that they might not destroy his 
men. So many errors were irreparable : the marshal was 
obliged to employ the resources he had reserved to destroy 
the enemy with, in extricating his nephe;w,,andJ~<army 
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to the other side of the Maine, to a narrow ground, inca
pable of containing it. At length, after three hours of a 
sanguinary melee without result, he ordered a retreat, and 
the field of battle remained with the English. 

In the meanwhile the marshal de Broglie had not been 
able to maintain himself on the Danube before the prince of 
Lorraine, brother of the grand-duke Francis ; Bavaria. was 
evacuated, and it was impossible for Marshal de Noailles, 
after the retreat of Broglie, to keep his ground in Franconia, 
where he had, during two months, held the army of the 
alliea in check. Such was the unfortunate end of the cam
paign of 17 43, which brought back the war to the frontiers 
of France. The emperor Charles VII. had no longer any 
states, and that unfortunate prince signed a treaty by which 
he resigned all his pretensions upon Austria, engaging him· 
self, as well as the empire, to remain neuter during the 
continuation of the war, and leaving, till a general peace, his 
hereditary states of Bavaria in the hands of Maria Theresa, 
whom he had threatened to despoil, and who, by the treaty 
of Worms, made her alliance with England and the king of 
Sardinia still closer. 

France had lost all her allies in a struggle from which she 
had no advantage to expect. Fleury died more than ninety 
years old ; he had been opposed to this onerous war, and had 
had the weakness to remain in appearance at the head of 
the government, aftel· having lost the power of maintaining 
peace. 

The year 17 44 saw all Europe taking part in the war : 
Spain, which was already contending with England in the 
interests of commerce, united its marine with that of France, 
and the two combined fleets, amounting to thirty vessels, 
under the orders of Admiral Court and Joseph de Navarre, 
attacked Admiral Matthews, who, with thirty-four vessels, 
blockaded the port of Toulon : victory was uncertain. 
About the same time, twenty-four French vessels sailed from 
Brest, with the purpose of transporting into England Prince 
Edward, the heir of the Stuarts, and a body of twenty-four 
thousand men : a tempest dispersed this fleet, and the 
expedition had no success. 

Genoa, despoiled by the treaty of Worms, declared against 
Austria, and Frederick II., anxious for the possession of 
Silesia, promised to take up arms again. According to the 
plan of the campaign adopted by France, t_h_e prince de 
Conti was to command in the Alps andt theb,,~tt Don 
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Philip and the Spaniards ; the marshal de Coigny '1V88 to 
remain on the defensive in Alsace, and the principal effom 
of the war were to be directed against the Netherlands, where 
the marshal de N oailles had orders to besiege the strong 
places, whilst his operations would be covered by Count 
Maurice de Saxe, recently named a marshal of France. The 
king joined the army : a hundred thousand French poured 
down upon the Low Countries, and a great part of Flanders 
was already conquered, when the king learnt that Prince 
Charles, at the head of eighty ~housand men, had passed the 
Rhine a~ Spire, that he had gained po81le88ion of the lines of 
Wissembm·g, and had driven back Marshal de Coigny, who 
was too weak to resist him. It became necessary to change
the plan of the campaign, to direct the principal mengUL 
upon Alsace, and rema.in in Flanders on the defensive. 
Maurice de Saxe only retained forty-five thousand men there, 
whilst the marshal de Noailles, with the rest of the army, 
directed his course towards the Rhine : the king wished to 
follow him thither, but a dangerous illness deta.ined him a$ 
Metz. 

Louis XV. had already, during twelve years, yielding to 
his dissolute passions and the perfidious connsels of those 
who speculated upon his vices, abandoned himself to volup
tuousness without restraint : four sisters of the name of 
Nesle were successively his mistresses: the last of this 
family received the title of duchess de Cbtiea.nroux, and 
accompanied him to Metz. Whilst the king was in ~, 
and the people, who still had an affection for him and named 
him the Well-belowd, put up to heaven, in the remples, f~ 
vent vows for his restoration to health, Bishop Fitz..James, 
exercising his ministry worthily, required and obtained the 
dismissal of the duchess. The king recovered, the bishop 
was disgraced, the favourite restored, and Louis, more BUI'

prised than affected by the joy of France, asked, and with 
reason, what he had done ~o be so much beloved. Never
theless, whilst the king was still in danger, some noble words 
escaped him ; he made inquiries concerning the si~ua.tion of 
Marshal de Noailles, then opposed to Prince Charles: "Write 
to hin1," said he, " that whilst Louis XIII. was being borne 
to the tomb, the prince de Conde won a battle." 

Frederick entered again into Bohemia and Moravia, and 
in twelve days forced Prague, with a garrison of eighteen 
thousand men, to capitulate. Prince Charles quitted the 
Rhine in haste, and was seconded by a diversio~~w~k:the 
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king of Poland made upon the rear of the Prusaian army ; 
but their united efforts could not prevent the evacuation of 
Bavaria by the Austrians, or the invasion of Piedmont by 
the prince de Conti and Don Philip, after heroic exploits in 
impracticable defiles. 

The emperor Charles vn. returned for the third time to 
his capital, Munich, a prey to chagrin and disease. He died 
there in the course of the following year, at the age of forty
seven, leaving, as Voltaire says, this lesson to the world : 
" The highest degree of human greatness may also be the 
height of calamity." His son, Maximilian Joseph, instructed 
by the misfortunes of his father, deceived the hopes of those 
who flattered themselves with the idea of opposing him to 
Maria Theresa ; he treated with her, and promised his voice 
for the grand-duke Francis, her husband, of whom she hoped 
to procure the elevation to the imperial throne. Louis XV., 
irritated by this pretension, continued the war. 

It was in Flanders and Italy that be resolved to make the 
greatest efforts ; his army was to remain on the defensive in 
Germany. Marshal Saxe invested Tournay, which was de
fended by a Dutch garrison : the English army, under the 
orders of the duke of Cumberland, moved forward to succour 
that place. The count de Saxe immediately drew up his 
army in line of battle beyond the Beheld : the village of 
Fontenoy was in front of his centre, that of Antoing on his 
right, and the wood of Bari on his left. All these posts 
were defended by formidable batteries. On the 11th of May, 
the army of the enemy advanced to attack the French in 
this strong position : the English occupied the centre, the 
Austrians were on the right, under Count Krenisberg, and 
the Dutch formed the left, under Prince Waldeck. The two 
armies consisted of about forty-five thousand men each ; but 
Marshal de Saxe was ill, incapable of mounting on horseback, 
and was carried in a litter to the lines : Louis XV. and the 
dauphin were with the army, and hill head-quarters were 
established in the village of Antoing. After a long cannon
ade without result, the English advanced in quick time to 
endeavour to carry the village of Fontenoy under the terrible 
fire that protected them. m seconded by their auxiliaries, 
they changed their direction, and advanced alone against the 
French lines, which extended between Fontenoy and the 
wood of Bari ; they took closer order, so as to present less 
aim to the artillery, and formed a redoubtable column, which 
easily overpowered the feeble bodies that we~.,o pos[ed to it. 
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Two lines of French infantry were already broken, a few 
minutes more and the column, beyond the reach of the bat
teries, might turn upon the left and carry Antoing, occupied 
by the king, who was earnestly advised to retreat ; but he 
refused, and the marshal, coming up, guaranteed the victory. 
The column of the allies, thinned by the French bullets, had 
experienced enormous losses ; four pieces of reserve were 
pointed against it, and made frightful chasms in its ranks : 
the French cavalry came up at the gallop, surrounded the 
column on all sides and swept away the wrecks of it before 
them ; nine thousand English, killed or wounded, were left 
upon the field of battle. A few days afterwards Tournay 
was taken, almost all Flanders 'OS occupied, and its principal 
places became the reward of this important victory. 

The French arms were not less successful in Italy, under 
Marshal de Noailles and the infant Don Philip; all the 
Austrian possessions in Italy were conquered, with the 
exception of some fortresses, and the king of Sardinia was 
compelled to capitulate. But in Germany the Austrians 
maintained their ground against the French, and covered 
Frankfort, where, on the 16th of September, the grantl-duke 
Francis was proclaimed emperor. The king of Prussia had, 
three months before, gained a great victory at Friedberg : 
the cession of the county of Glatz, which was joined to Bilesia, 
rendered this monarch neutral again. 

Charles Edward, landed in Scotland, proclaimed regent by 
his father, and conqueror at Prestonpans and Falkirk, made 
George II. tremble for his new kingdom. His defeat at 
Culloden, by the duke of Cumberland, ruined his hopes and 
those of the supporters of his cause : after unheard-of mis
chances and difficulties, he returned to France, abandoning 
England for ever, where his redoubtable appearance was the 
cause and pretext for horrible cruelties towards his unfortu
nate partisans. 

Germany, Flanders, Italy, and France were still the theatre 
of an obstinate war. The Austrians drove the French from 
Piedmont, took possession of Genoa, and invaded Provence : 
Genoa, subjected by them to a yoke of iron, shook it off 
heroically : besieged afresh, Boufllers, and afterwards Riche
lieu, flew to its assistance and secured its safety : the marshal 
de Belle-Isle forced the Austrians to evacuate Provence, and 
Maurice de Saxe, the conqueror of Prince Charles at Rocoux, 
completed the subjection of Brabant. 

The East was shaken by the repercussio& PtJgk san-
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guinary war. La. Bourdonnaye, governor of the isles of 
France and Bourbon, undertook to attempt an enterprise 
which should be fatal to the mercantile interests of the 
English in India : he armed, without the assistance of 
government, nine merchant ships, besieged and took Madras, 
the chief place of the British establishments on the coast of 
Coromandel, and having received orders not to retain any 
conque.'lt, he restored the city for the sum of ten millions. 
Dupleix, governor of Pondicherry, jealous of the glory of 
Bourdonnaye, refused to ratify this treaty, took possession of 
the conquered city, and ordered Bourdonnaye to lead back 
his shattered squadron to France, where be denounced him 
as a traitor. Scarcely had the illustrious conqueror of Madras 
touched his na.tive soil, when a lettre de caclw, cast hin1 into 
the Bastille, where be languished three years, without ob
taining a hearing in his justification. 

The deplorable fight of the Col d'Exilles, in Daupbiny, 
where the chevalier de Belle-Isle, father of the marshal, was 
killed with four thousand men, whilst endeavouring to force 
an impregnable position, was balanced by the new and bril
liant victory gained at La.wfelt, by Maurice de Saxe, over 
the duke of Cumberland, which threw open the road to 
Holland to this great general The conquest of several cities, 
and among them that of Bergen-op-Zoom, was the fruit of 
this glorious battle : General Lowendahl carried the last
mentioned place, which had resisted the duke of Parma and 
Spinola. The English at this time inflicted a terrible blow 
upon our marine : the French fleet, in an heroic struggle of 
forty vessels against a hundred and twenty, was destroyed in 
sight of Cape Finisterre, at the battle of Belle-Isle. France 
sighed for peace, and Maurice de Saxe saw no conclusion of 
the war possible but in the city of Maestricht : he promptly 
invested it, and almost immediately the preliminaries of this 
so much deaired peace were signed at Aix-la-Chapelle. The 
king of Prussia remained in possession of his conquests. Don 
Philip, the brother of Don Carlos, obtained the duchies of 
Parma, Placentia, and Guastilla ; the English were re-esta
blished in India upon the same footing as before the war ; 
they restored Louisburg and Cape Breton, and had all Nova 
Scotia accorded to them. France restored Savoy to the king 
of Sardinia, the Low Countries to the empress Maria Theresa, 
and to the Dutch all the places conquered from them. A 
secret article interdicted its territory to Charles Edward, who 
was expelled from it by an order of theogo~eclllnefi\t nd the 
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only result to France of this sanguinaryand unjust war, which 
had lasted so many years, was the enormous charge of twelve 
hundred millions which it had added to its debt. 

Some salutary edicts appeared in the years which followed 
the peace of Aix-la-Cbapelle. Of this number was the edict 
of mai~ which prevented the clergy from accumulating 
fresh wealth : this was the last edict aea.led by the illustrious 
D'Aguesseau. D'.Argenson, minister of war, son of the 
ancient keeper of the seals of that name, instituted in 1751 
the military school for five hundred gentlemen without for
tune, and Machault, the comptroller-general, caused his 
famous ordinance to be issued for the free interior trade in 
grain, until that time subject to a thousand impedimenta 
injurious to agriculture. Machault, a skilful and. honest 
minister, was, without doubt, : the greatest of the fourteen 
comptrollers-general who sucoeeded each other during the 
reign of Louis XV. It was he who established the impost 
of five per cent., destined to found a sinking fond. Strongly 
impressed with all the evils which result from the unequal 
assessment of the imposts and the abused privileges of the 
two first orders, be proposed to render the impost of the 
twentieth, or five per cent., perpetual, and to substitute it, 
by giving it a great extension, for the tailk and other 
unequal taxes. Machault had already overcome energetic 
resistances to such wise views offered by the parliaments, the 
country states, and the clergy, when the mistress of the king, 
the marquise de Pompadour, whORe self-love Macbault bad 
not conciliated in an important circumstance, procured his 
dismiesal. The clergy reserved the privilege they enjoyed of 
disputing charges made upon them, and preserved the liberty 
of only paying their share of the imposts in the form of a 
gratuitous gift. Louis XV., almost solely occupied with his 
scandalous pleasures, took but a very weak part in the wise 
dispositions of his council. Madame de Pompadour exercised 
a sovereign in1luence over him. It was she who, to flatter 
his shameful caprices, composed in part the infamous seraglio, 
branded with the name of L6 PMc aw: Oerj1 (Deer Park), 
the expenBeB of which absorbed immense sums. Louis XV., 
however, was scrupulous in the performance of the external 
practices of devotion, and took an active part in the religious 
quarrels which agitated France. These were renewed with 
great scandal by the intolerance of M. De Beaumont, arch
bishop of Paris: this prelate carried the hatred of Jansenism 
so far as to order that extreme unction should be_refused to 
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the dying not only convicted, but simply llt18pElCted, of ad
hering to the opinions condemned by the bull Unigenil..wJ. 
Notes of confession were required ofthe siok, and their ortho

·doxy was estimated according to the names of their directors. 
The Parliament, supported by public opinion, protested 
against these odioua measures ; it declared there was reason 
to appeal, as against abuses, and ordered an accusation against 
the c:ur.s of St. Etienne fo1· refosing the sacrament. The 
king's coancil reveraed these decrees, and ordered respect to 
be paid to the bull, as a law of the Church and State. Violent 
·diacuasions ensaed between the Parliament and the arch
bishop; and upon the refusal of the sacrament to a nun, the 
temporals of the bishop were seized, he himself was cited to 
appear, and the court of Peers convoked. The king forbade 
the peers to attend to this appeal, and ordered the Parlia
ment to discontinue all prosecution ; be wou1d not even 
listen to its remonstrances ; the magistrates were exiled. To 
replace the proscribed Parliament, a royal chamber was esta
blished, compoeed of counsellors of state and masters of 
:requests ; but Le Ch£telet did not recognise its jurisdiction ; 
advocates, procureurs, registrars, refused their services, and 
the course of justice was thus interrupted during four months. 

The king felt that he must give way, and on the 28rd of 
August, 17 54, amidst the rejoicings occasioned by the birth of 
the duke de Berry, the unfortunate Louis XVI., the Parlia
ment being recalled to Paris, r~H~ntered it amidst the acclama
tions of Janaenists, philosophers, and the people. The arch
bishop and several cur61 displayed their inquisitorial zeal with 
more violence than ever. Admonished by the council, they 
made it their glory to call down martyrdom upon themselves, 
and the archbishop, in his turn, W&B exiled, with two other 
prelates and the furiou cur6 of St. Etienne du Mont. The 
procureur-general appealed, as from an abuse, against the 
bull UmgtJI&itlu itself, and the king's council again censured 
the Parliament : .WS body ventured to suppress a conciliatory 
brief of Pope Benedict XIV. ; and its boldness increasing 
with its irritation, it refused to register the edicts for fresh 
imposts, at the beginning of a war with England ; then it 
leagued itself with the other parliaments of the kingdom 
against the attacks of the great council, endeavouring to form 
of all the superior courts of the French magistracy one single 
body, divided into different classes, imposing by its strength, 
and in a state to resist the arbitrary measures of the court. 
The chancellor de Lamoignon pointed ,o)l.t.d uUlilL~hncil of 
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the king, the danger of these bold resolutions, and, on the 
13th of December, 17 56, in a bed of justice, the king ordered 
three edicts to be registered, the principal dispositions of 
which renewed the injunction with respect to the bull, de
prived every magistrate of a deliberative voice before the end 
of ten years' service, commanded the registering of the edicts 
after allowing remonstrances, forbade the interruption of the 
course of justice under penalty of disobedience, and suppressed 
the major part of the chambers of inquiry and requests, as 
the ordinary centre of the most violent resolutions. These 
arbitrary acts of royal power, and particularly the last, 
struck the Parliament with stupor. The people, whom the 
remonstrances against the imposts strongly interested in the 
resistance of the magistrates, encouraged their opposition by 
vociferous evidences of their favour. They became violent 
in the cause of the Parliament, indulging in open invectives 
against the prodigalities and scandalous disorders of the king, 
and their exasperation was at its height when they learned 
that all the magistrates, with the exception of thirty-one 
members of the gnat chamber, had sent in their resignation. 
Such was the state of the public mind in the capital, when, 
on the 5th of January, 1757, an unfortunate wretch, named 
Damiens, stabbed the king, at the gates of the palace of 
Versailles. The wound was very slight ; but it was feared 
that the regicide's weapon might have been poisoned : the 
king himself, seized with terror, thought his last moment was 
approaching. The court attributed this crime to the effer
vescence created among the people by the violent opposition 
of the Parliament : the magistrates trembled at their danger : 
most of those who had resigned hastened to Versailles to 
offer their services, and were lavish in their protestations of 
devotion. The debates upon the trial gave reason for believ
ing that the assassin had no accomplices. The court of Peers, 
formed of the peers of the kingdom and the magistrates who· 
had kept their seats, tried the criminal, and condemned him 
to the frightful punishment of regicides : his right hand was 
burnt in fire of sulphur, his flesh was·tom off with red-bot 
pincers, and melted lead poured into the wounds ; he waa 
«:~ragged asunder, whilst alive, by four· horses, the fragments 
of his body were bumt, and the ashes cast to the wind. 

Louis XV., after this frightful execution was over, endea.
voured to conciliate the minds of his subjects ; most of the 
~«istrates were recalled, and the Parliament resumed its 
habitual functions. The marquise de Po1!:11!'4o,'Qi;ovJJglgad 
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been sent away from the palace whilst the king was supposed 
to be in danger, returned to it in triumph. The minister Ma
chault, who had contributed to her momentary disgrace, and 
D'Argenson, who had loudly rejoiced at it, were sacrificed: 
these two ministers were the most able of the council, which, 
destitute of talents and strength, remained under the direct 
influence of the marquise. 

The war between England and France, which had been so 
long imminent, now broke out. The limits of many islands 
and possessions in America, particularly those of Acadia o~ 
Nova Scotia, ill defined by the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, had 
given rise to long controversies, then to hostilities, and the 
two nations were observing each other as enemies, when the 
English sent forth au expedition beyond the Alleghany 
mountains, and constructed various forts in the neighbourhood 
of Fort Duquesne, built by the French on the Ohio. The latter 
sent to them, as a negotiator, au officer named Jumonville ; 
he was killed by au enemy's detachment commanded by 
Major Washington, who was destined, afterwards, to give 
freedom to his country. The French took vengeance of this 
outrage ; and Washington, when attacked by them, was 
forced to capitulate ; but au imposing force soon threatened 
Fort Duquesne ; General Braddock led a fresh expedition 
against it at the head of six hundred men. This corps, sur
prised in a defile by two hundred and fifty French and five 
hundred savages, was routed and cut to pieces. The English 
immediately seized, without any preliminary warning, three 
hundred mercantile buildings belonging to France. Fox, 
afterwards Lord Holland, repelled the remonstrances addressed 
upon this subject to the English parliament, and ~ waa 
declared. 

CHAPTER III. 

From the commencement of the Seven Years' WIll' to the death of 
Louis XV. 1756-1774. 

THE war which broke out, in 1756, between England and 
France, soon fired all Europe, and its ravages extended over 
the whole world. Maria Theresa regretted Silesia, which she 
had ceded to Prussia, and, in the hope of recovering that 
province, she united herself with Elizabeth Petrowna, empress 
of Russia, Augustus III., elector of Saxony and king ~foland, 
and Frederick Adolphus, king of Sweden.';zed brloti~lV., for 
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a long time the ally of the king of Prussia against lllaria 
Theresa, had no motive of resentment towards that prince ; 
but it was upon the support of France that the queen of 
Hungary particularly depended : she knew how to flatter 
Madame de Pompadour, whom the railleries of Frederick had 
offended, by treating her as an equal and a friend. Her Bkilfu.l 
ma.nreuvre decided the alliance of the two crowns. They 
engaged to supply each other reciprocally with a Bllccour of 
twenty-four thousand men, to repel the attacks with which 
each might be threatened ; and soon all the forces of the 
kingdom were pl&oed at the disposal of AUBtria. 

This fatal and deplorable war, lrnown tmder the name of 
the Seven Years' War, began under fortunate auspicies for 
France : the duke de Ri.cbelieu for a moment caused his 
scandals and his vices to be forgotten by the conquest of 
Minorca and the brilliant capture of Fort St. Philip, the 
citadel of Port Mahon. Admiral Byng came with his fleet, 
composed of fourteen ships of the line, to the succour of the 
city : stopped by Admiral Galissonniaoe, who closed the port 
against him, he gave battle, loot it, and led back his shattered 
fleet to Gibraltar. This naval victory, the most important 
that the French had gained during fifty years, cost Admiral 
Byng his life : although his conduct was irreproachable, the 
English attributed his defeat to treachery : the admiral "WBB 

declared guilty and shot. 
Frederick IL did not wait for the attack of his enemies ; 

on bearing of the league formed against him, he promptly 
· invaded Saxony, and took Dresden, from which place the 

king of Poland fled. He almost &t the same time en
countered Marshal Brown, at the head of fifty thousand 
Austrians, and, with half that number of troops, forced him 
to repass the Eger; he then flew to Pirna, where the Saxon 
army was blockaded, and obliged it to capitulate. In addition 
to the twenty-four thousand men promised to Austria. and 
commanded by the prince de Soubise, sixty thousand French 
entered Germany under the Marshal d'Estrees, and threatened 
the electorate of Hanover. D'Estrees beat Cumberland a.t 
Hastemberg, at the moment that a court cabal deprived him 
of the command, and gave him the duke de Ricbelieu as a 
successor. The duke followed D'Estrees' plans for the cam
paign, drove the Hanoverians into a. comer near Stade upon 
the Elbe, and forced Cumberland to sign the capitulation of 
Closter-Seven, which sent back a part of . the &,rilly tQ their 
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homes, condemned the other to inaction, and placed the 
~lectorate of Hanover in the bands of France. 

Frederick, conqueror of Prince Charles of Lorraine at the 
sanguinary battle of Prague, had afterwards been beaten by 
Marshal Daun at Chotzemitz, and lost twenty-five thousand 
men, when he heard of several of his generals being consecu
-tively defeated, and lastly of the fatal capitulation at Closter
Seven. But a check was for him the prelude to a victory; he 
appeared, in some manner, to multiply his troops by making 
them fly from one extremity of his states to the other ; 
.although conquered and pursued, he always was present in 
full strength where he was least expected. This memorable 
war placed the seal on his renown ; he had to combat, at 
the same time, md alone, the French, the Austrians, and the 
Russians, all commanded by able generals; he saw armies 
~ce as strong as his own invade and penetrate into his 
states ; he lost his capital, and was himself often surrounded; 
but, drawing from these very perils his most astonishing 
inspirations, he came out a conqueror from all trials, and his 
power proved to be better established than ever after a con
test in which, aooording to all human foresight, he must 
inevitably be crushed. In this terrible campaign of 1757, 
depressed by the reveraes of his generala, but still more so by 
the capitulation of the English at Closter-Seven, surrounded 
in Saxony by ~ral armies, and held in check by Marahal 
Daun, Frederick appeared to be without resources, and even 
he for a moment believed himself ruined ; but his genius 
restored his fortunes : he escaped from the marshal with 
admirable art, and boldly marched to meet the French army 
commanded by Soubiae, and that of the Circles, which, united, 
were advancing to surrouud him : he manamvred skilfully 
before them by appearing to wish to avoid them, and took up 
bis encampment in an advantageous position at Rosbach : 
Soubise attempted to surprise him, and wished to turn his 
camp; but all his movements were foreaeen and counteracted; 
Frederick changed his front unobserved by the enemy, whose 
columns he allowed to approach, and when the French and 
Imperialists arrived within range of his cannon, Frederick's 
tents were struck, and the Prussian army appeal"ed in order 
of battle between two hills, from which a murderous fire was 
poured upon the allies. The assailants were struck with 
stupor, and the troops of the Circles fled without fighting : 
their example acted upon the French infantry, which re reated 
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in disorder before six Prossia.n battalions, leaving behind three 
thousand dead and seven thousa.nd prisoners. The marquis 
de Castries, at the head of the cavalry,and two Swiss regiments, 
alone did their duty on this day, almost unparalleled in the 
military annals of France. Frederick took no repose after 
this unexpected victory : he flew into Silesia, then almost 
lost, and gained the bloody battle of Lissa, near Breslau, over 
Prince Charles and Daun. The English then broke the 
capitulation of Closter-Seven, and the Hanoverian army 
reappeared under Ferdinand of Brunswick, its new leader, 
who declared he had nothing to do with that military con
vention. Such were upon the continent the principal results 
of this firSt campaign, in the course of which the master of 
a kingdom which scarcely boasted of an existence of half a 
century, sustained, almost alone, the shock of France and 
Austria, and merited the surname of Great by beating the 
two armies of two of the most redoubtable powers of the 
continent. 

The count de Clermont lost, the following year, the
battle of Crevelt, against Ferdinand of Brunswick : the
count was replaced by the marquis de Contades : Soubise, 
and under him the duke de Broglie, repaired in part, at 
Sundershausen and Lutzelburg, the losses of that sanguinary 
day: the French re-entered Hanover; but, in 1759, Bruns
wick, beaten by the duke de Broglie at Berghen, in his turn 
beat the marshal de Contades at Minden, in Westphalia. 
Frederick contended, with various success, against the Aus· 
trians and the Russians : the most murderous day of the 
preceding campaign was that of Zorndorf, in which thirty
three thousa.nd men, of whom twenty-two thousand were 
Russians and eleven thousa.nd Prussi.ans, were left on the 
field of battle. 

Pitt, afterwards Lord Chatham, the minister of George 11, 
then governed the English cabinet ; he turned much of his 
attention to the colonies, and gave a new vigour to maritime 
operations : Nom Scotia, in spite of the efforts of the mar
quis de Montcalm, remained in the power of the English ; 
Quebec was taken after a battle fought under its walls, in 
which the generals of both armies, Wolf and MoJJ.tcalm, 
fell, and in 1760 the whole of Canada was wrested by 
England from France. The French arms were not more 
successful in Africa, in which they lost Senegal, or in Asia, 
where General Clive, the celebrated founder of the ~lish 
power in India, rendered himself master,,;,,in,®-5/b,g ~r the 
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French establishment at Chandernagore, upon the Ganges. 
The success of Clive brought about the dillgl"&OO of Dnpleix, 
who was recalled to France, and died poor and forgotten, 
after having commanded in India a.s a sovereign. The count 
de Lolly, an Irishman by birth, a man of talent, but of a 
violent and despotic character, received from Louis XV. the 
mission of revenging the French disgraces in the East. As 
his first exploit he took Fort St. David, on the Coromandel 
coast, and destroyed its defences. Some differences which 
arose between him and the naval commander, the count 
d'Acbe, proved fatal to the interests of France. 

England was at this time threatened with a descent by 
two French armies under Chevert and the duke d'Aiguillon; 
two squadrons were to protect this expedition : the first, 
under M. de la Clue, was destroyed by Admiral Boscawen, 
off Cape St. Vincent, and, two months later, the second, 
commanded by the marshal de Conftans, experienced the 
same fate within sight of the shores of Brittany. One 
division of this fleet, having taken flight, entered the river 
Vilaine, from which it was not able to get out again : igno
miny marked this defeat, and the day's fight became dis
gracefully known as the battle of M. fk Oonjla;na. 

The duke de Choiseul, a friend of men of letters and 
philosophers, whom he protected, supported by Madame 
Pompadour, entered the ministry as successor to the abM 
:Bemis, director of foreign affil.i.rs ; M. de Silhouette was comp
troller-general. This last-named minister commenced his 
duties with some useful measures, one of which exposed the 
prodigious profits of the farmers-general : M. de Silhouette 
cut off the half of these, and created seventy-two thousand 
shares of a thousand livres each, to which he assigned the 
profits of the other half : all were immediately taken oft; 
and the comptroller-general obtained seventy-two millions 
in twenty-four hours. Although praised by everybody 
for these judicious proceedings, he a.s quickly became the 
subject of obloqny, when, in 1750, his reforms attacked the 
rights of the higher classes. In the bed of justice of the 
22nd of September, he caused an edict of temtorial suhvenr 
tiun to be registered, which subjected to the impost, without 
exception, all the bodies which had till that period the 
plivilege of being exempted from it. The reprobation was 
general. and the magistracy opposed it the first with so 
much violence, that this wise and just edict could not be 
executed M. de Silhouette then caused a,pa.rCofotJle:pay-
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menta due upon this fund to be suspended, and pressed the 
citizens to carry their silver plate to.the mint. England, 
when informed of this poverty, believed France to be with
out resources, and refused to treat with her. 

The campaign of 1760 was glorious in Germany for the 
marshal de Broglie : he beat the hereditary prince of Bruna
wick at Corbach, near Cassel, of which place he prepared the 
capture : one of the bodies of his army, commanded by the 
marquis de Castries, established itself at Cloetercamp, near 
Rbumberg, upon the bank of the river : attacked by the 
prince, he gained a victory which delivered W esel. A 
sublime instance of devotedness immortali2ed this battle. 
The Chevalier d'Assas, a captain in the regiment of Au
vergne, being sent to reconnoitre during the night, was 
surprised, within hearing of his own camp, by the Hano. 
verians : twenty bayonets are in an instant at his breast ; if 
he speaks he is a dead man : "A moi, Auvergne ! " cried he, 
" here is the enemy ! " He immediately falls, pierced with 
many wounds, but the French camp was not surprised. 
Frederick then escaped into Saxony, from the many armies 
that surrounded him ; he beat, by turns, I.&uddon at Lignitz, 
and Daun at Torgau, and recovered Silesia. 

Pondicherry fell this year into the hands of the English : 
this city contained eighty thousand inhabitants, whom the 
governor Lally had disgusted by his haughtiness and des
potism. Count d'Ach6, summoned with his squadron to th& 
succour of the place, did not appear, and seven hundred 
110ldiers only were left to defend it : the city was taken and 
the fortifications were destroyed. I.ally returned to France, 
and, :lhlsely accused of treachery, paid for his defeat with his 
life : the Parliament condemned him, and insult was carried 
to the extent of having him gagged when led to punishment ~ 
he left a son worthy of avenging his memory. 

Choiseul, minister of war, after the death of the marshal 
de Belle-Isle, offered peace to George III., who had just au~ 
CJeeded George IL on the English throne. Lord Bute, the 
prime minister, favoured his views, but Pitt opposed them, 
and his opinion prevailed. The duke de Choiseul, after 
having in vain endeavoured to rouse the enthusiasm of the 
nation, sought the support of Spain, in which Charles IIL 
was then reigning, and by his means the celebrated family 
compact was signed on the 16th of August, 1761. This 
treaty, negotiated in secret, stipulated for reB}JeCtive assist-
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ance between the various branches of the house of Bourbon, 
and declared that whoever, from that time, should become 
the enemy of one of them, should be considered the enemy 
of all France had Ion, in the course of the last war, thirty· 
seven ships and fifty-six fligates ; the accession of the 
Spanish marine, though then flouriabing, but poorly com. 
pemated for these enormous losses. 

Ou the 16th of July, some days before the signing of the 
family compact, the marshals de Broglie and de Soubise, 
b&viug effected their junction, together threatened the prince 
of Brunswick, whose army they encountered at Filingshaasen, 
near Lippe : want of concert between the two French gena. 
rals deprived them of the victory. There aroee from this 
c:ircwnstance a serious diiference between them, of which 
the king's mistress constituted herself the arbitrator. In 
the eyes of Madame de Pompadour, her most devoted cour· 
tiers were the best generals ; and we may easily perceive 
by this instance alone, how grievously the deplomble weak· 
ness of Louis XV. affected the authority of the throne. 
Soubise adulated the favourite, and consequently gained his 
cause : he who had been conquered at Roebach, triumphed 
in the royal boudoir over him who had conquered at Berg· 
hen; the duke de Broglie, endeared to the army and to 
Franoe by his talents and his 'ri.ctories, was banished and 
replaced by the old Marshal d'F..stree& 

Frederick, in the mean time, pressed by the anny of the 
Circles and by the Russians, was driven to bay ; but the 
death of the empress Petrowna, which took place on the 
2nd of January, 1762, extricated him from his perils. 
Elizabeth left; the throne to her nephew, Peter III., a pas
sionate admirer of the king of Prussia, of whom he im· 
mediately declared himself the defender and friend ; but 
gi'ri.ng himself up without reserve to his taste for innova
tions, he offended Pte prejudices as well as the habits of 
his people, and, after a six months' reign, was dethroned 
by his own wife, Catherine of Anhalt-Zerbst, who ascended 
the throne under the name of Catherine II. : a few days. 
after this event, the unfortunate Peter III. was RS'!!!SSinated. 
The empress declared herself neuter between the valious 
parties. Advantages on both sides marked the course of 
the campaign of 17 62, and preliminaries of peace were signed 
by England, France, Spain, and Portugal : they converted 
it into a definitive peace, on the lOth of Febrpary, 1763, 
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by the treaty of Paris, which was disgraceful for France. 
This power ceded to England a part of* Louisiana, Canada, 
and its dependencies, a.s well a.s Cape Breton a.nd a.ll the 
other islands in the gulf and the river St. Lawrence : Eng
land retained SenegaJ. in Africa. : the possessions of the two 
nations in the East Indies were replaced in the power of 
those that held them previously to the war, upon con
dition that the French should send no troops thither : the 
island of Minorca. a.nd Fort St. Philip were given up to 
England, and France further restored the electorate of 
Hanover to George III. The English, who, a century 
before, possessed little beyond the Britannic isles but J er
sey and Guernsey, were, at the conclusion of the treaty of 
Paris, masters in a.ll the seas of a multitude of islands and 
the strongest naval stations : the French marine was almost 
annihilated, and from that time the empire of the ocean 
wa.s acquired by England. The peace was equally signed 
by the empress-queen Maria Theresa, the elector of Saxony, 
and the king of Prussia, and, after seven sanguinary cam
paigns, everything was re-established, among these three 
powers, upon the same footing a.s before the war. Frede
rick retained Silesia a.nd the county of Glatz, by promising 
his voice to the son of Maria-Theresa, the archduke Joseph, 
who was elected king of the Romans, a.nd succeeded to the 
empire on the 18th of August, 1765. 

The latter years of this war were marked by the abolition 
of the order of the Jesuits in the kingdom of France. Their 
intolerance, their ambition, and their intrigues had excited 
against them the philosophers, the people, and the Parliament, 
a.ll of whom watched for a.n opportunity of inflicting a mortal 
blow on them. They found it ·in the bankmptcy of the 
Jesuit Lavalette, which amounted to many millions. The 
society, upon being legally summoned to answer for him, 
reflll!ed, and promised nothing but prayers for the victims of 
this failure. The procureurs-general, particularly Cbalotais, 
procureur-general of the Parliament of Brittany, commenced 
strong suits against the members of the order: they defended 
themselves feebly ; numerous sequestrations were ordered, 
and their institution, examined in detail, was violently attacked 
in all points. An assembly of bishops was convoked by the 
king, and pronounced for the maintenance of that society, 
which the parliaments secularized in 17 62. The duke de 

* The remainder of Louisi&n& was ceded by Fnmce to S!!ain, to 
make that country amends for the cession of Fl9ti.~~Ql!'~Sfk 
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Ohoisenl supported the magistracy with firmness, and Louis 
at length sacrificed the Jesuits for the sake of quiet. Their 
order was abolished in France by an edict of 17 64, which 
granted them permission to live in France as simple individuals. 
All the courts of the Bourbons at the same period declared 
themselves against this famous society, which was expelled at 
once from Portugal, where many of its members were accused 
of complicity in the assassination of the king Joseph. The 
Jesuits were successively driven from Spain, Naples, and 
Parma ; and the total abolition of the order was strongly 
solicited at Rome by the duke de Choisenl, who promised, on 
that condition, the restitution of the OWI.tat Venais8in* to 
the Holy See. Refused by Clement XIII., this brief was 
granted, in 1773, by the celebrated Ganganelli, who was -pope 
under the name of Clement XIV.; in this order he destroyed 
the most firm support of the pretensions of the court of Rome. 
Two sovereigns, who were not Catholics, Frederick II. in 
Prussia, and Catherine II. in RU88ia, were the only powers 
that offered the society of the Jesuits an asylum and protection 
in their states. 

Madame de Pompadour, who had been the cause of the 
fatal part which France took in the Seven Years' War, died 
in the year which followed the conclusion of the treaty of Paris, 
and was very soon succeeded in the favour of Louis XV. 
-by a courtezan of low birth, whom an infamous alliance de
corated with the name of Countess du Barri, and whom the 
king introduced with great indecency into his court and the 
bosom of his family. He lost, in the course of the four fol
lowing years, the dauphin, the dauphiness, his father-in-law, 
Stanislaus Leczinski, the benefactor of the Lorraines, and who 
died from an accident at an advanced age, and his wife and 
queen, Maria Leczinski, who only survived her father two 
years. 

By the death of Stanislaus, Lorraine was incorporated with 
France : Corsica, two years later, was likewise re-united to 
that crown. Ga.fforio had driven the Genoese from the 
island; he died assaBSinated in 1753. The intrepid Pascal 
Paoli succeeded him at the head of the party of independence. 
The French, who landed in Corsica in the year 1756, under 
the pretence of guarding against the projects of England with 
respect to that island, obtained the maritime places, under the 

* The Comta.t Venaissin, or the Oomtat, was & territory inclosed 
as it were in Provence, and which bad fonnerlv belo u1ed! ~ the -popes. D1Q1t1zecf'oy '-=' ~cs 1 t:-
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plea. of protecting them, as mediators ; the Genoese ceded, 
in 1768, all their claims upon Corsica to France, and M. d& 
Chauvelin immediately caused Louis XV. to be there pro
claimed king. At the voice of Paoli, the indignallt inhabitants 
flew to arms; but their couragewas powerless against a French 
army commanded by the count de V aux. Paoli was self
exiled, and Corsica submitted : it obtained the privilege of 
being governed as a country of states, and preserved the right 
of regulating its own subsidies. 

The Seven Years' War had added thirty-four millions of 
annual dividends to the public debt. Every year the expenses 
exceeded the receipts by thirty-eight millions, and the imposts, 
prodigiously inareued during the war, were not at all 
diminished by the peace. The Parliament of Paris negoU&ted 
to obtain an alleviation of the public burdens ; that or 
Besanc;on refused to register the royal edicts; several opposing 
magistrates were exiled. All the parliaments of the kingdom 
soon made the cause of that of Besanc;on their own, and 
the Parliament of Paris energetically maintained, to the great 
displeasure of the court, that the whole magistracy of the 
kingdom formed but one single body divided into several 
classes. Louis XV. in a royal sitting held in 1766, forbade 
the Parliament to form the association they intended, and 
proclaimed these maxims: We Mlly hold our C'I'Oumfrom God; 
legislatW6 jJ()U1M" belMig• to tAe king al<me, 'W'ithoW ~ 
Mul ~partition. It appears from these facts that the 
king wished to impose an ·absolute monarchy on France, and 
that the great judicial bodies, with ideas more or less vague 
as to the object of their efforts, aimed at establishing a 
parliamentary monarchy, in which they would have held 
the king and the nation in 'a state of tutelage. Troubles 
broke out in several provinces, particularly in Brittany, 
where the duke d'Aiguillon, governor of the province, 
rendered himself odious by his hard and despotic adminis
tration. The Parliament of Rennes took cognizance of 
the complaints raised against it, and obtaining no support 
from the court, most of the members sent in -their resigna
tion. Chalota.is, the procureur-general, who had spoken 
with energy on the subject of the governor, was arrested, 
and with his son conducted to the citadel of St. Malo. A 
commission was formed to try the prisoners, who were accused 
of having held illegal assemblies, spread abroad defamatory 
libels against the government, and carried audacity so far 
as to cause anonymous notes, insulting to ~llcpe,r.liiOn)Ctgbach 
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the king himsel£ The Bretons were represented to 
Louis XV. as a turbulent and rebellious race, and that an 
example must be made in order to restrain them; nevertheless, 
the Parliament of Paris acted with energy in favour of the 
accused, and the duke de Choiseul, who proclaimed himself 
the protector of the magistracy,hastened to suspend the powers 
of the commission of St. Malo, and to refer the affairtothe ordi
nary judges. The accused excepted against the Parliament of 
Brittany, under the pretext that it was no longer sufficiently; 
numerous, and were transferred to the Bastille ; at length, 
in December, 1766, all prosecutions against them were inter
dicted, and they were acknowledged to be innocent : never
theless, they were exiled. The Parliament protested against 
this arbitrary chastisement, which secured the triumph of the 
duke d'Aiguillon, and the latter redoubled his violences : he 
carried his audacity so far as to present, for the approbation 
of the States of Brittany, a regulation which deprived them of 
the right of fixing and raising impostS. A cry of reprobation 
issued from every mouth, and an appeal, addressed to the 
king, brought about the recall of the duke d'Aiguillon, and 
the re-establishment of the Parliament of Brittany in its 
integrity, with the exception of Chalotais, who was not restored 
to his functions. 

The first care of the re-established Parliament was to insti
tute a suit against the duke d'Aiguillon, who was accused of 
abuse of power and enormous crimes. The king had recently 
raised to the dignity of chancellor Maupeou, first president 
of the Parliament of Paris. This man, at once audacious and 
supple, was capable of forming haza.rdous resolutions and 
securing the success of them by an immovable firmness, united 
with the finesse required by the most tortuous intrigues. After 
having displayed some character in an exile of his company, 
he soon evinced a preference for the road to fortune above 
all others, and drew upon himself the contempt of the other 
magistrates, who considered he had sold himself to the court. 
Devoured at the same time by ambition and a desire for 
vengeance, he resolved to subdue and humble the magistracy ; 
and circumstances seconded his projects. 

The king, under his guidance, ordered that the duke 
d' Aiguillon should be tried by the Court of Peers, and that 
the sittings, at which he determined to be present, should be 
held at Versailles. A few months later, in 1770, Louis XV., 
yielding to new counsels, converted a sitting of t he .neers into 
a bed of justice, and, justifying the du][e''a':A'igblilgJ,e com-
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manded all proceedings against him to be put a stop to : a 
decree of the Parliament followed, which impugned the 
honour of the duke d'Aiguillon; the king annulled it, caused 
all the documents for the trial to be taken from the registry, 
and, in another bed of justice of the 7th of December, forbade 
the Parliament to employ the name of class when speaking 
<>f the other bodies of the magistracy, to suspend the service 
for any cause whatever, and lastly, to give in its own dismissal 
The remonstrances made on the subject of this rigorous edict 
were treated with contempt, and the Parliament ceased to 
perform its functions. A court revolution all at once deprived 
it of its most powerful protector. The duke de Choiseulhad 
never so far degraded himself as to stoop to the new favourite, 
Madame du Barri : irritated by his contempt, she ruined the 
minister in the mind of the king, by reproaching him, in par
ticular, with wishing to drag France into a war with England 
in favour of the American colonists, then disposed for insur
rection. Louis XV., an idolater of disgraceful quiet, yielded 
to the representations of the favourite ; the duke de Choiseul 
was disgraced, with his relation M. de Praslin, and banished 
to his country seat of Chanteloup. It was then that, for the 
:first time since the Fronde, a portion of the court and high 
society manifested publicly any formidable opposition to the 
government. All that was great in France made it a point 
of honour to go and felicitate the . duke de Ohoiseul in his 
retreat, and gave the appearance of a triumph to his disgrace. 
The dismissal of the duke de Choiseul was followed by the 
nomination of the duke d'Aiguillon to the ministry of foreign 
affairs, and shortly afterwards of the abbe Terray to the 
comptroller-generalship of the finances. These two men, with 
the chancellor Maupeou, formed a !triumvirate celebrated by 
the revolution it effected in the judicial order. 

On the morning of the 19th of January, 1771, all the 
members of the Parliament were awakened by two mus
keteers, who presented to them an order to resume their 
functions, and to sign their consent or their refusal by a single 
word, yes or rw. The greater number refused, and the few 
whom astonishment and fear induced to consent, retracted 
the next day. On the following night they received a 
notification by an usher that their places were confiscated : 
lettres de ca,cMt exiled each of them to a different spot. 
Maupeou named in their place councillors of state and 
masters of requests, whom he installed himself, passing 
through a crowd trembling with indignation and ~· The 
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chancellor next employed himself in forming a company 
which might appear less like a judicial commission ; he com
posed it of members of the great council and of men taken 
from different bodies and different classes. It was such as 
these that from that time formed the Parliament. Maupeou 
convoked them on the 13th of April, 1771, and, in a bed 
of justice secretly prepared, registered two edicts which 
abolished the ancient Parliament and created the new one. 
Public indignation burst forth on all sides against a minister 
who exalted himself above the laws, and deprived France, in 
the persons of her independent magistrates, of the last 
securities against despotism. Lambert, the senior of the 
great council, did himself much honour by his courage. 
Constrained by a lettr6 de ca,chet to take his place in the new 
Parliament, he came, but he said : "I cannot perform any 
magisterial act here ; I abandon my fortune, my liberty, and 
my life to the king, but I preserve my conscience : I will 
never appear in this place again." He was exiled the same 
evening. All the princes of the blood, with the exception 
of the count de la Marche, and thirteen peers of the 
kingdom, delivered a written protest against the subversion 
of the laws of the state. The provincial parliaments made 
courageous remonstrances : a great number of bailliages, 
whoee members had nothing but their places to subsist upon, 
refused obedience to the displacing of the ancient magistrates : 
at the time appointed for the sitting of the council of state in 
the chamber of the Parliament, no advocates appeared at the 
bar, and most of the litigants refused to have their causes 
tried. The most remarkable remonstrances emanated from 
the Court of Aids; they were the work of the virtuous 
Malesherbes : this company was suppressed. The ChAtelet 
was reorganized at Paris : the provincial parliaments and the 
noblesse, particularly that of Normandy and Brittany, put 
forth complaints, to which Maupeou replied by lettres de cach6t 
for exile or the Bastille. A great number of voices then 
demanded the States-General. Maupeou, nevertheless, 
triumphed over all these resistances : the ancient magistrates 
had alienated the philosophers by several decrees strongly 
impressed with fanaticism and revolting barbarity ; such as 
those of Calas, and of the chevalier de la Barl-e. Maupeou 
reversed these iniquitous and cruel judgments, and endea
voured to mitigate the resentments of opinion, by promising 
the reduction of the immense influence of the Parliament of 
Paris, gratuitous administration of justi"e, d tliQ;~abDJ£t.ion of 
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the venality of places, and the readjustment of the criminal 
laws. He thus secured the execution of his vast project, 
and obtained from many of the members of the provincial 
parliaments the registration of the edicts which suppressed 
them, by reimbursements for their places, and of those who 
afterwards reinstalled them in their functions, by salaries and 
appointments. At the end of 1771, in the space of less 
than a year, the new judicial order was in action over the 
whole BUifa.ce of the kingdom, and Maupeou boasted of 
haviDg got tM croum oat of tile 'IV!flislrarB o.f!i«. 

Whilst Maupeou was eo violently remodelling the French 
magistracy, the abb6 Terray prooeeded in a mamter no Jess 
arbitrary and despotic with finance : he was never capable of 
forming a financial plan ; his only aim was to dispense with 
payment and to find resources ; and his means of execution 
were bad faith and rapacity. No economical check against 
the monstrous luxury of the court was thought o~ and 
Louis continued to exhaust the treasury by his disgraceful 
prodigalities : the reforms struck at the funds of the state, 
and were nothing but a real and shameful bankruptcy. The 
assessment of the contributions was at the same time raised 
beyond all measure, and Terray destroyed the most glorious 
work of Mach&ult, the regulation for the free cireula.tion of 
grain in the interior of the kingdom. Terray abolished it for 
the sake of embarking in infamous speculations, of which 
the alarm and misery of the people guaranteed the suocess. * 
The duke d'Aiguillon, the minister of foreign at1B.irs and 
third member of this triumvirate, allowed three powers to 
make a serious inroad upon the rights of nations and the 
European balance of power. The last elector of Saxony, 
the king of Poland, died in 1763. The dissensions of the 
Poles gave Catherine IL and the king of Prussia. a great 
influence in the following election, and Stanislaus Augustus 
Poniatowski, one of the old favourites of the empress, was 
chosen king, under the teiTor of Russian bayonets. The 
two foreign sovereigns had, in concert, removed a.ll the most 
independent and redoubtable candidates, and openly pro
tected the Polish dissenters against the Catholic a.ud dominant 
party, which had excluded them from the. vote: some 
senators, who·opposed the wishes of Catherine, were carried 
off and transported to Siberia. Indignant at these violences, 

* Terrny prohibited exportation in such a provinoe,-the prioe o£ 
com. naturally fell there ; he bought it, and sold it &g]~otn. in another 
proVInce, which he had reduced to scaroi.ty by prog~o.tin~~tibn. 
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the Polish party obtained possession of Cracow a.nd Bar, 
a.nd in the latter city a confederation was formed, in 1768, 
for the deliverance of the country from the yoke of the 
foreigner. The confederates implored the support of France, 
which only sent them a.n insignificant aid of fifteen hundred 
men, commanded by Dumouriez, afterwards so celebrated. 
At the same time, a.nd at the instigation of the French 
ambassador, the count de Vergennes, the Ottoman Porte 
commenced a disastrous war against RU&'Iia, the results of 
which were the destruction of the Turkish fieet, the taking of 
Bender, a.nd the conquest of the Crimea by the Russian arllll!. 
Strong in her successes, in her good understanding with 
Frederick II. a.nd Maria Theresa, a.nd in the apathetic 
indolence of Louis XV., Catherine II. signed, in 1772, with 
the courts of Prussia a.nd Vienna, a treaty for the dismem
berment of Poland. This first partition seized upon a third of 
that country, a.nd brought on other treaties, which efl'aoed 
Poland from the number of independent nations. This same 
year, King GustaVllS III. effected in Sweden the revolution 
which substituted the will of the monarch for the sovereign 
authority of the States. 

Louis XV., insensible amidst such serious events, con 
tinued to offer to all the spectacle of his shameful debauch
-eries, a.nd the still more dangerous example of not blushing 
at them. Nevertheless, when he heard of the partition of 
Poland, he was for a moment indignant at being counted as 
nothing in Europe : "Ah !" said he, "if Choiaeul had been 
here, things would have gone on otherwise." Then he went 
to forget his disgrace a.nd his anger in fresh orgies, a.nd 
amidst scandals to that time without example. He caused 
Madame du Barri to be publicly presented at court, a.nd 
gave her a distinguished place at the table at which were 
seated, for the first time after their marriage, his grandson 
the dauphin, and his young bride Marie Antoinette of 
Austria. He joined a sordid avarice to his depraved tastes, 
a.nd created for himself a private wealth, which he increased 
by the most odious means : at a period of famine, he, as well 
as his minister Terray, speculated upon the misery of his 
people, by gambling upon the augmentation of the price of 
com : at length, devoured by 6'1mui, tired even of pleasures, 
disgusted with everything, he died of the small-pox, on the 
lOth of May, 177 4, at the age of sixty-four. His remains 
infected the air, a.nd were conveyed as quickly as possible, 
and without pomp, to St. Denis. This, king,Giespi~tby all 
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classes of the nation, has left nothing but the remembrance 
of one of the most disgraceful reigns of history. 

The ancient order of things WBB crumbling away on all 
sides of a throne degraded by scandals unredeemed by ~ 
splendour or any virtue. The great bodies, which, during so 
long a time, had constituted the strength of the monarchy 
and contributed to its splendour, were eclipsed and died 
away ; the clergy raised against them the just murmurs of 
enlightened men and the indignation of the middle class, 
by their violences against J anseni.sm, their cruel rigours on 
the subject of the bull U nigenibua, and by the vices of a great 
number of their mambers : the high noblesse daily lost its 
power in the eyes of the nation by its state of servitude 
in a court which was held in general contempt, whilst 
the shameful traffic in letters of n4;Jbility contributed to 
lessen the consequence of the provinai.al gentry ; and 
the ancient parliament!!, which had 80 long and success
fully defended the rights of the crown, and which formerly 
strengthened the throne even whilst they for a moment resisted 
the monarch, were destroyed by royal authority. The finances 
of the kingdom were in a deplorable state, and the treasury 
presented a deficit of forty millions. The misery of the people, 
overwhelmed 'with imposts and vexations, WBB excessive : a 
crowd of the inhabitants of the country abandoned agricul
ture to give themselves up to smuggling, and France appeared 
to be C&ITied back to that epoch of spoliation from which it 
had been delivered by Henry IV. and his minister. 

Amidst 80 many calamities and signs of dissolution, the 
spirit of inquiry and analysis increased : Montesquieu, Jean.
Jacques Rousseau, and Voltaire, leaders of a powerful school, 
exposed, with the magic of admirable talent, the abuses of the 
priesthood and of arbitrary power, and ca.lled upon French
men to assert their claims to political rights : a crowd of 
distinguished men all at once sprang up in the popular 
ranks, and combated under the same banner ; D' Alembert, 
Diderot, Helvetius, Condillac, Mably, and a number of othe~ 
shook the foundations of the existing order of things : most 
of them, after the example of V oltaixe, confounded good and 
evil in their bold attacks ; thus, after having exposed the 
abuses of the Church, they attempted to disturb Christianity 
in its most noble institutions. The spirit of criticism attended 
the progress of literature : La Harpe and Marmontel had 
already appeared, whilst the poet Delille founded the didactic 
school of poetrv in France G I -, • Digitized by 00g e 
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This period, in which the celebrated Soufllot, architect of 

the Hotel de Dieu and of the Pantheon, and the illustrious 
composers Gretry and Monsigny upheld almost alone the 
glory of the :fine arts in France, was rich in scientific dis
coveries. Buffon and Saussure immortalized themselves in 
the natural sciences ; in the first were united, in the same 
degree, the genius of a great naturalist and that of a great 
writer ; Lavoisier created modem chemistry ; Haly was about 
to bring to light the theory of the composition of crystaJs. 
Several learned men and philosophers projected the gathering 
together of all human knowledge in one immense work, 
which they undertook under the name of Encyclopcedia: 
Diderot and the mathematician D'Alembert took the most 
extensive part in this prodigious labour, conceived in a spirit 
hostile to ancient beliefs and ancient prejudices. For several 
ages France had not witnessed a reign so trifling, so fatal to 
all its interests, and so disgraceful as that of Louis XV., and 
yet never had more intelligence appeared at one time to 
throw a light upon the vices of a government : a social and 
political revolution was imminent, and announced itself by 
infallibl~ presages. When the time is come to regenerate an 
old society by establishing it upon new bases, a mysterious 
power blinds beforehand the representatives and defenders 
of the order of things which is doomed to perish, and allows 
genius and strength to pass into the ranks of their adver-
saries. 

• 
CHAPTER IV. 

From the accession of Louis XVI. to the convocation of the States
General. 1774-1789. 

Lours XVI. ascended the throne on the 11th of May, 
177 4, at the age of twenty years : his morals were pure, his 
intentions correct and generous ; but, to a complete inex
perience in affairs he joined great indecision of will ; and yet 
never was there a prince who stood more in need of strength 
of mind and perseverance. On his accession he found the 
:finances in disorder, public opinion exigent and on the watch 
to crush abuses, and privileged bodies leagued against all 
reform. The king increased his difficnlties by choosing for 
his guide old Maurepas, in the preceding re~. a viqtim to 
the hatred of Madame Pompadour, whom;"he ' hatPCOg'~nded ; 
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Louis XVI. hoped to find in him a sage, and met with 
nothing but a frivolous courtier. This minister fancied he 
could make himself popular by recalling the ancient parlia
ments ; but he had not the tact to employ his power eo as 
to make them submit to 1l8eful and sufficient reforms. They 
were ~blished on the 12th of December ; and Maurepas, 
by procuring one day of popularity for royal authority, pre
pared for it innumerable annoying obstacles for the future. 

Maupeou and the abb6 Terray had fallen, amidst the 
acclamations of the people : Maurepas, who sought support 
in public opinion, had recourse, in order to replace the dis
graced ministers, to men pointed out by it. His choice fell 
upon Turgot, endowed with a firm and judicious mind, and 
already celebrated for his great political views : he had been 
previously admitted into the council of the king as ministsr 
of the marine ; Maurepas gave him the comptrollership of 
the finances. The entrance to the council was opened the 
following year to Iamoignon de Malesherbes, a magistrate of 
the highest merit, and a friend of Turgot, whom he seconded 
in his vast operations ; his department was the king's ho118e
hold, and he disposed of lettru de cacMt, the abuse .of which 
power was not to be dreaded in his hands. The other 
infiuential members of the council were Hiie de Miromesnil, 
keeper of the seals ; the count de St. Germain, minister of 
'WBl' ; and De Vergennes, minister of foreign a.fthlrs. 

Louis XVI., on ascending the throne, had suppressed the 
right ofjoyeu:x; avenement (joyous accession) : yielding £o the 
inspirations of his heart as much al to the counsels of his 
wise ministers, he abolished the preparalm'y question, and the 
law which rendered all subject to the taille responsible for 
each other. But Turgot meditated still more extensive 
reforms ; giving all his cares to the happiness of the people, 
he undertook the suppression of a great number of services 
and burdensome privileges ; it was of him Malesherbes said : 
" He has tM head of Bacon mwl tM Marl of L'HOpital." He 
wished to make the noblesse contribute to the imposts in 
the same proportion as the third estate ; he further wished, 
by means of provincial assemblies, to accustom the nation to 
the discussion of public interests : he combined with Males
herbes a system of administration which might have brought 
France back to a state of unity by destroying all abuses, and 
caused edicts to be made, in this spirit, which replaced the 
cort)M for roads by a contribution laid equally upon all, pro-
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daimed afresh the freedom of trade in corn in the interior, 
and abolished jtwtlllllia* and trading companies. Persons 
who had enjoyed these privileges were loud in complaints 
and murmurs ; the parliaments refused to register these wise 
wets, and a bed of j118tiee became neceta.ry to force them 
to do so. The philosophers and the economists triumphed ; 
but a formidable league was formed in the court against; the 
reform ministers. PJaoed between a young king 11D8(l(}aainted 
with afFairs and an old courtier-like minister, Turgot found 
his situation a very difficult one. If he had at once explained 
his projects, he would not have been understood, and would 
have nselesaly compromised his credit. He never dared to 

· unveil his vast plan of general administration ; he confined 
hlmself to preparing Louis XVI. to understand it at a later 
period, and reformed the most preasi.ng abuses, whilst warn
ing the Iring of the storms which threatened his reign if 
protecmlg institutions did not strengthen his power. The 
error in the plan. of Turgot was, that it demanded, to be put 
into execution, twenty years of the life of a minister, and, on 
the part of the prince, a will of iron to retain the author of 
it in his counsels in spite of the wishes of his family, his 
oourl, and the outcries of the privileged orders. Suoceas 
then was impoeaible under a monarch so easily accessible &II 

Louis XVI. was to diverse and aonfficting interests. Males
herbes himae~ although governed by the best intentions, did 
not suooeed in procuring the abolition of lettres de cachet, 
which arbitrarily disposed of the liberty of citizens ; he was 
never able to destroy the monstrous abuse of letters of 
.ttWseance, granted to debtors for the postponement of pay
ment ; he had scarcely power to reduce in a small degree the 
ruinous luxury of the Iring's household ; his most just pro
ceedings had already raised a thousand clamours from all 
aides against him. 
' Very I!Oon, jealous of the popularity of Turgot, and of his 

ascendancy over the king, Maurepas himself excited the ene
mies of the two wise ministers, and alarmed the king by 
representing the dangers of the spirit of system. Malesherbes 
perceived the revolution which was being effected in the 
mind of the weak prince, and gave in his resignation ; 
Turgot waited for his disgrace. Louis XVL had BSid of 
him: "No one loves the people but M. Turgotand myself;" 
and he dismissed him. Courlier-ministers succeeded the 

* The wardenship of a oomp~o~~y of . tndesmen. I 
D'g't"ed by l.:.00g e 
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popular ministers, the system of government was changed, 
and all reforms were abandoned.* Clugny, formerly intend
ant of St. Domingo, then Taboureau, replaced, by turns and 
without success, this great minister : after them. the comp
troller-generalship fell into the hands of an honest man of 
lrigh financial capacity. Necker, a Genevese banker, deco
rated with the title of envoy from his republic, had 
beenjoined with Taboureau, and succeeded him in 1777. 
Louis XVI., according to ancient usage, had just taken the 
oath to exterminate heretics, and Necker belonged to the 
Protestant communion ; such, however, was his reputation 
and so imminent was the danger, that he was placed, by 
Maurepas himsei.t; at the head of the finances, with the title 
of director-generaL Necker made good faith and probity 
the basis of his system, which consisted in reducing expenses 
to a level with receipts, in employing imposts in ordinary times, 
in having recourse to loans when imperative circumstances 
required it, in having taxes &IIBelllled by the provincial IISBem
blies, and in creating audits of accounts to facilitate loans, the 
interest of which would be secured by economies. These 
ideas were wise : the capitalists had conceived so high an 
opinion of the talents aud probity of Necker, that his name 
alone, in their eyes, offered a sufficient guarantee, and re
established the confidence of the lenders. 

Necker placed France in a state to carry on a war which 
exercised a great influence over the destinies of· that king
dom, by accelerating the movements of men's minds and the 
progress of liberal .ideas : this war was that of the English 
colonies of North .A.meri~ which had revolted against the 
mother-country. England, oppressed with debt after the 
peace of 1763, had wished to make her American colonies 
contribute to her expenses ; these, accustomed to tax them
selves, and to see the sums raised for the costs of administra
tion conaumed upon their own soil, opposed a vigorous 

* As soon as the di11111issal of Turgot was known, there was an 
expl011ion of joy at court and in the numerous societies at Versailles and 
the capital. People were seen in the public walks congratulating eacll 
other. Most enlightened men preserved a sad silence, and all cast 
anxious looks towards the future. The 12th of May, 1776, the day of 
Tui'Jot's dismissal, is one of the most fatal epochs for France. This 
minister, superior to his age, wished to make, without agitation, by the 
power of a legislatin kiug, the changes which alone could guarantee 
us from revolutions. His contemporaries, selfish and superficial, did 
not at all understand him ; and we have expiated by long calamities, 
their disdain for the virtues and intelligence of this statesJn,an.-J01111ph 
Droz, Hilt. of the Reign of Louil XV I. o,9,,"ed by l....:.oog l e 



.a..u.1773.] INSURRECTION OF AMERICAN COLONIES. 477 

resistance to the new pretensions of the mother-country. 
The struggle commenced in 1773, on account of a. consider
able tax laid by the English Parliament upon tea, of which 
an enormous quantity was consumed in America. The 
inhabitants of Boston, the capital of Massachusetts, refused 
to admit into their ports the ba.les subject to this ta.x, a.nd 
the angry multitude threw them into the sea. England 
immediately pla.ced an interdict upon the port of Boston, 
and ordered General Gage to blockade it. But the impulse 
was given ; deputies from all the principal points of the 
colonies assembled at Philadelphia. in general congress, and 
there was drawn up a.nd agreed to, in September, 1774, the 
celebrated Declaratitm oj Rig!Ua, which served as a type for 
a.ll those that were soon afterwards made in Europe. The 
Congress annulled the powers of a.ll the English officials, and 
ordered the levy of the national militia. ; George W a.shington 
was proclaimed generalissimo. The first successes of the 
American militia. in1la.med a.ll hearts, the insurrection became 
general, and the taking of Boston by the insurgents carried 
enthusiasm to the highest pitch. At last, the Congress 
published, in 1776, the .Act of Independence, by which it con
stituted itself a. free power fmd independent of English 
controL Diplomatic agents were immediately sent to the 
various courts of Europe, to obtain their recognition of the 
independence of the American colonies, and Benjamin 
Franklin, celebrated for his discoveries in science as well as 
for the services he had rendered his country, was chosen by 
the Congress to plead the national cause at the court of V er
sa.illes, and to ask for the support of France against England. 
The simplicity of his costume and manners created a. lively 
sensation at Paris, and tllb general admiration of which he, 
personally, became the object, hastened the conclusion of the 
negotiations between France and the insurgent colonies. 

The youth of France, thirsting for glory and liberty, were 
eager, on touching the soil of America, to repair the dis
graces of the fast war, and La. Fayette, then only twenty 
years of age, from that time signalized himself by his heroic 
devotion to the cause of the freedom of nations. He 
renounced the pleasures of the most brilliant and enviable 
existence, equipped a. vessel at his own expense, and offered 
his sword to the Americans, for a. time subjected to severe 
reverses. He wished to serve as a simple volunteer in 
their ranks, but h.e received the grade of ma.joF{§enJ!rnl and 
obtained the friendship of Washington.0 '9 ''MinY :'EY-e~~hmel' 
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of the most distinguished families followed the example of 
lA Fayette. The English government, directed by Lord 
North, complained of this, and, to avenge itse~ committed 
some acts of aggression against France. Louis XVI. still 
hesitated to commence hostilities ; in 1778, however, after 
the memorable day of Saratoga, in which the English gene- I 
ral Bourgoyne, with a body of six tho'tllBD.d men, was forced 
to lay down his arms, France concluded a treaty of alliance 
and commerce with the Americans. England immediately 
recalled her ambassador, and war was resolved upon. 

A squadron of twelve ships of the line, commanded by 
the count d'FBtaing, sailed from Toulon for America, and 
uselessly undertook the conquest of Rhode Island, one of 
the armed places of the English. A tempest dispersed the 
fleet, and the capture of some of the West-Indian islands 
was the only result of this first campaign.· On the 27th 
of July of the same year, the French admiral Orvilliers 
encountered Admiral Keppel at the entrance of the Channel, 
in sight of the isle of U shant : the two fleets were each of 
thirty sail : the engagement lasted during a whole day, and 
they separated to refit, without either party having lost a 
single vesseL This fight was• at first celebrated in France as 
a brilliant victory. The duke de Chartres, afterwards 
famous as the duke of Orleans, oommanded the rear of the 
fleet ; his conduct, after having been the object of exagge
rated praise, was afterwards aspersed unjustly, and the king 
drove him from the marine service by naming him colonel
general of the hussars : the gift of this post was an insult, 
under the· circumstances in which it was conferred. This 
prince had other affronts still more cruel to sobmit to, and 
appeared, from that time, to be devoted, by a species of 
fatality, to an unfortunate celebrity. 

In the following year, France concluded an alliance with 
Spain, which doubled her naval forces. The admirals D'Or
villiers and Don Louis Cordova united their fleets, and 
threatened England, without any result, with a descent, 
whilst the count d'Estaing, seconded by the count de Grasse 
and La Motte-Piquet, took possession of the islands of St.. 
Vincent and Granada, and triumphed over Admiral Byron 
in the battle of St. Lucia. These successes retarded his 
anival in the United States, and the UDSilCcessful expedition 
of Georgia terminated the campaign ; the count d'Estaing, 
in concert with General Lincoln, rashly attacked Savannah, 
the capital of that province, and was repulsed with loss, iD 
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spite of prodigies of valour : he raised the siege, divided his 
fleet into three squadrons, to which he gave as commanders 
the count de Grasse, La Motte-Piquet, and the marquis 
de Vaudreuil : he returned personally to France, and was 
~placed by the count de Guichen, who honourably sustained 
the war against the English admiral George Rodney. 

The states of the North, in the course of this year, repelled 
the pretensions of England, who arrogated to herself the 
right of search in the vessels of the various powers, proclaimed 
an armed neutrality, and declared, that in their intercourse 
with the Americans they would only refrain from furnish-

. ing them with arms and warlike stores. England uselessly 
attempted to make an ally of Holland, where the republican 
p&rty prevailed over that of the stadtbolder, who was 
favourable to the English, and it had to contend against the 
combined fleets of France, the United Provinces, and Spain. 

The majority of the French ministry was at this time 
composed of men remarkable for their merit and their talents. 
Vergennes caused the kingdom to be respected abroad, ~· 
and Castries, soldiers worthy of high esteem, carried ou the 
war actively, whilst Necker furnished the king with means 
to support it. His celebrated account rendered in the month 
of January, 1781, offered, for the first time, an excess of six 
millions in the receipts over the expenditure. It produced 
a profound sensation, and was received by public opinion 
with a favour which inspired a jealous uneasiness in old 
Maurepas. Offended at being left out of the concert of 
praises lavished upon a minister whom be considered as his 
creature, Maurepas pointed out to the king a danger in the 
public discussion of the acts of his government, raised by the 
accounts rendered by Necker: from that moment all the 
plans of this statesman were received with disfavour ; the 
council opposed them, and the privileged classes contended 
strongly against all his useful reforms. He however suc
ceeded, by the authority of his name alone, in filling up two 
loans which amounted to ninety millions ; but he soon 
became aware that be no longer possea!8d the confidence of 
the monarch, and sent in his resignation, which was accepted 
on the 23rd ofMay. Under his admiiUstration, the American 
war had increased the public debt forty-five millions, which 
deficiency was partly made up by useful operations and 
numerous savings. Necker left in the treasury the means 
for completing the decisive campaign of 17 81, ancl his ~treat 
was considered a public calamity. og"'" byl;oogLe 
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Six thousa.nd French, tmder General Rochambeau, for a 
length of time blockaded at Rhode Island, proved a season
able succour to the Americ&n8, recently betrayed by Major 
Arnold, and depressed by several reverses. From that time 
furtunewaa favourable to the cause of independence; the count 
de Grasse, in the Bay of Chesapeake, beat the admirals Hood 
and Grave, and cut off York Town from all succour ; General 
Cornwallie, at the head of the main body of the English 
army, had established his centre of operations in that city. 
Washington and Rochambeau combined their forces and 
marched in concert against this place, which waa defended. 
by formidable batteries. The 88S&ult was ordered ; La. 
Fayette, Colonel Hamilton, and General Lincoln led the 
Americans ; Viom6nil, Saint Simon, and the viscount de 
N oailles led the French ; in their ranks were Robert de 
Dillon, Charles de Damaa, Alexandre Berthier, Matthieu 
Dumas, and Charles de Lameth. The combined armies 
emulated each other in daring courage, and the two outward 
batteries were carried ; Cornwallis, being without any hopes 
of succour, capitulated on the 19th of October, and eight 
thousand men were made prisoners. This victory decided 
the war ; a tacit truce, observed on land between the two 
camps, preceded the conclusion of the peace by eighteen 
·months. 

The duke de Crillon had taken possession of the island of 
Minorca and of the city of Mahon : he undertook the fol
lowing year, 17 82, the siege of Gibraltar, the approach to 
which waa closed against Admiral Howe by the combined 
:fleets of France and Spain under Don Louis de Cordova. 
Floating batteries, the invention of the chevalier d'A~on, 
were brought against those of the city, which was defended 
by the brave General Elliot : these fioa~ batteries took 
fire from a shower of bombs and red-hot and the con
:flagration produced a frightful lOBS of lives and vessel~ A 
few days after, taking advantage of a gale of wind which dis
persed the French fleet, Admiral Howe, by means of skilful 
manmuvres; entered the port and revictualled the place, the 
siege of which was immediately abandoned. In the course of 
this same year, a naval battle, deeply injurious to France, was 
fought in the Caribbean seaa : the count de Grasse, surprised 
in an unfavourable position by Admiral Rodney, between 
Guadeloupe and the Isle of Saints, lost eight ships, and was 
.made prisoner. 

India had been for four years the seat o£ ,a,,sail~~wv. 
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The English took Pondicherry in 1778, and made the Dutch 
undergo immense losses. Haider Ali Khan. sultan of 
Mysore, and his son Tippoo Saib, supported the French in 
those countries : these two redoubtable leaders came too late 
to the assistance of Pondicherry ; but, at the head oftweuty 
thousand men, partly disciplined in the European manner, 
they obtained many advantages : four times conquered by 
Sir Eyre Coote, they retreated fighting, and evacuated the 
Carnatic, after having ravaged all the English possessions. 
The death of Haider, which took place in 17 82, permitted 
England to repair these disasters. The bailli de Suffi:en 
commanded the Frenoh marine with glory in the seas of 
India : he protected the Cape of Good Hope against Admiral 
Johnstone, and preserved that important colony to tho Dutch : 
he left the marquis de BWIIIi there, who acquired as much 
honour by his negotiations as by his exploits. 

Suffren afterwards fought several glorious battles on the 
coast of Coromandel. Tippoo Saib seconded his operations 
ou land : he beat the English general Matthews, notorious 
for his cruelties, who, in the city of Oman pore, had signalized. 
his victory by the massacre of all the inhabitants and of four 
hundred of the wives of Haider and Tippoo : conquered in 
his tum by the latter, his punishment was the just chastise
ment of his crimes. Gondelour was besieged by the English : 
the bailli de Suffren hastened to defend it, and encountered 
the fleet commmanded by Hughes, within sight of that city : 
he had but fifteen ships against eighteen, and yet obtained 
so much the advantage that Gondelour was saved. 

The preliminaries of peace were signed in Europe. The 
Whigs succeeded the Tories in the English ministry. Lord 
North, the most ardent in carrying on this sanguinary war, 
had, in falling, given place to Rockingham, Camden, Charles 
Fox, and Burke. The new administration persuaded 
George III. to consent to a peace, which was signed on the 
3rd of September, between England on the one part, and 
France, Spain, aud the United States on the other: the 
independence of the United States was recognised. France 
derived very little benefit from her immense sacrifices. 
England restored to her, in Atnerioa, the islands of St.. 
Lucia and Tobago, and in India, Pondicherry ; she likewise 
guaranteed to her in Africa the possession of the river 
Senegal and its dependencies, and upon the coast ofMp.}abar, 
the conservation of Mah6 and of a factory at Surat : the two 
nations likewise aigned a treaty of commerce.,y CEng~hd did 
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not conclude the peace with Tippoo Sa.ib and Holland till 
the followi8g year. France owed important a.asiatanoe to the 
last-named power, pa.rticula.rly to the republican party, her 
faithful ally : she repaid these serriees by a shameful aban
donment, when, in 1788, the -ardent Frederick-William ll, 
king of Prussia, the nephew of the great Frederick, Ul.d 
brother-in-law of tbe prince of Or&Dge, restored the advan
tage to the Orange party, and re-established the stadiholder by 
force of arms. From that time the in1lueDce o£ Prussia and 
England waa substituted in Holland for that of France. 

Maurepas died shortly after the disgrace of N ecbr : 
France and it. government then offered the strange spectacle 
of striking contradictions and the most complete diacord 
between laws and :mannera. Thas, when a French RillY 
went to succour a. republic, the constitution of which Willi 

founded upon the principles of equality, an ordinance 1rU 

i88Ued that none were to be admitted to the rank of ofiicer 
who cov.ld n.ot make proof offoar degrees of nobility (1781); 
thUB, whilst public opinion was exalting tile philoBophers, 
whose irreligious writing!, for the most part, had a tendency 
to destroy Ch.risWulity, the government kept up the rigoura 
of a Draconian code against Protestant Chriatia.ns, and these 
were not even able to obtain from tlae Parliament, in 1778, 
a legal means of verifying th~ marriages or 8111Uling the 
condition of their children. The deficiency in the treuury 
had increased during the war, and Louis XVL, to replenish 
it, had in vaio. set the example of sa.cr.i1ices, by suppressing 
a part ofhia household and his guards: he was not imitated 
by anybody. J oly de Fleuy, and after him D'Ormessou, 
had succeeded Necker without being able to finfl a remedy 
for the evil ; OaJ.onne, after them, obtamed the coa.trol of tile 
:fi.nanoes. This brilliant and 4uent mao, of a light mind and. 
an audacious cba.raoter, attempted to carry out a plan directJ.y 
opposite to that of N der : his aim was to sappori h.imaelf 
by the influence of the courtiera, and to st.reogtheD pililic 
credit by prodigality. <keat bounties for a while sustfLiped 
his system, and his punctuality iD. payment sedWled the capi
talists : he contracted numerous loaoa after the peace, and 
exhausted his credit : he was then obliged to admit the 
enormous difference that existed between the reoeipta and the 
expenditure, &nd insinuated that the fault of it lay m the 
operations of his predecessor N eck:er. The latter published 
a vigorous reply to these indirect attacks, and Calonne 
ave~ himself by procuring his exile. o;9 ,,A~~~g ex-
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hanst.ed the resource of loans, he was ob\iged to resort to 
DeW' impoeta, which the Parliament refused te register. 

'. Oalonne, in order to make the Parliament more tractable, 
convoked an ueembly of notables in 1787. He thought that, 
being choeen from the upper clasaes by the government, from 
wlUch they W'Ollld hold their Dl&lldate, they would be more 
docile than the parliaments or the States-General ; he forgot 
that these men, all being in the enjoyment of privileges, their 
:6rat care would be to defend them. The minister repre
eented, in this asaembly, the suppression of ab1188B as the 
only me&nS of re-establishing order ; he proposed to extend 
the stamp-duty, a.nd to convert that of the twentieth, or five 
per cent., into a territorial or luld-tax, which included all 
landed properLy, without even excepting that of the clergy. 
He could not deny that in a few years the loa.na had risen to 
me thom!and six hundred and forty millions, and that a 
deficit of a hundred and fifteen millions existed in the 
revenue : this frightful revelation excited a general cry : 
Calonne resigned his place and quitted the kingdom. 

Lom&rie de Brienne, archbishop of Sens, a man without 
firmneel!, though not without courage, replaced Calonne, 
whote an~ he had been, and maintained before the 
aaaembly, as the only me&DII of safety, propositions which 
dift'ered but very little from thoee of his predeoessor. The 
notables proftd to be parsimonious and not at all docile ; 
they approved of the establishment of provincial asaemblies, 
but Brienne in vain demanded of them to consent to two 
edicts, the one for the stamp-duty, the other for a land-tax 
of. eighty millions. The notables referred to the wisdom of 
tbe king that which concerned impoata and all urgent aud 
indispenaable meuures, and then separated. Brienne, de
prived of their concurrence, presented the edicts to the 
Parliament, which refused to register them, and declared the 
SCatea-General alone competent to the levying of impost& 
The registration was forced in a bed of justice held at 
V el'lllillea. Louis XVI. promised an annual publication of 
the state of the finances, and the convocation of the States- ' 
General within Dl'e years. The magiBtrates protested 
against the violence which had been done to them, and the 
eciiote were not executed. The Parliament was exiled to 
Troyes on the 16th of August, and recalled on the 20th of 
September, under the tacit condition of consenting to an 
edict permitting thecrea.tionof gradoal and suooessjve_i.InJlosts, 
to the amount of four hundred milliOJlSl ;g;,;,<Thfs:.~ilient 
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-was only made with the heads of the Parliament and the 
most modt'lrate magistrates, who flattered themselves with 
being able to bring the others to their opinion. A royal 
.sitting was appointed for the 19th of November. The-king 
opened it by a conciliatory speech : the nt'lw keeper of the 
seals, Lamoignon, allowed some imprudent sentences to escape 
him, and proclaimed doctrines in contrast with the present 
situation : " To the monarch alone," said he, " belongs the 
legislative power, without dependence and without partition." 
It was put to the vote, and the older part of the magistrates 
were for the registration. The abb6 Babatier was of a 
different opinion, but did not depart from respectful torms ; 
he prepared to register the first loan only, and to supplicate 
the king to grant a more early convocation of the States
General ; Freteau adopted the same view ; Robert de Saint 
Vincent gave utterance to some vehement expressions ; 
D'Epremesnil only aimed at touching the heart of the king ; 
.he supported the registration of the edicts, and supplicated 
Louis XVI. to promise the convocation of the States
GeneraL Everything announced a majority of the suf
frages in favour of the edicts, when Lamoignon, faithful to the 
system which establishes that when the king is in his 
parliament, his will is the supreme law, approached the 
throne. The monarch, after having listened to him, ordered 
-the registration of the edicts with the form alone that was 
c.:ustomary in beds of justice : a murmur of general surprise 
'\V:\:1 heard. The duke of Orleans arose, and with some 
hesitation, said : "Sire, this registration appears to be illegal
it must express that the registration is by the express com
mand of your majesty." The prince was agitated; Louis 
XVI., eqlllllly affected, after a few unconnected words, said : 
"Yes, it is legal, because I will it to be so." He ordered 
another edict to be read which restored to non-Catholics a 
legal means of certifying their marriages and their deaths, 
and then he retired. 

After the departure of the king, the agitation of the 
assembly became extreme ; in vain Malesherbes and the 
duke de Nivernois endeavoured to restore calmness ; the 
.sitting was terminated by a resolution that the Parliament 
took no part in the illegal registration of the edict relative 
to the loans. The king commanded that this resolution 
should be erased from the records ; the duke of Orleans waa 
exiled to one of his estates ; the abbe Ba.batier and Freteau 
were arre&ted and taken to the state prisons.G The .Parlia-
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ment protested against lettru de cachet, and demanded, by a 
decree, the recall of its members and ot the prince : this 
decree was annulled by the king and maintained by the 
Parliament, which was mpported in its struggle with power. 
by public opinion, and the whole magistracy of France. 

Brienne became convinced that to overcome the resistance 
of the Parliament it was necessary to annul it, and in 
concert with M. de Lamoignon, the new keeper of the seals, 
he permaded the king to agree to a plan which destroyed 
the political authority of the magistracy. The most profound 
secrecy was necessary to secure the execution of this plan ~ 
it was divined before it was ripe : one of the most ardent 
members of the parliamentary opposition was prodigal of 
gold, procured one of the copies of the ministerial project. 
and immediately read it to the chambers. The abstracted 
paper contained edicts importing the creation of an aRSembly 
composed of the princes, the peers, and the marshals of 
France, and of a certain number of distinguished perso~ 
chosen from the clergy, the nobility, and the magistracy. 
with all the authority that was enjoyed by the plenary courts 
under Charlemagne. This court was to register the laws of 
general police and the edicts, no longer to be submitted ro 
the authority of the parliaments, which were from that time to 
be limited to the exercise of judicial functions. The Parlia
ment of Paris was also to be deprived of its title of a court 
of peers : four sovereign councils, named gratnds bailliiJgu. 
were to be established in the extent of its influence, and 
circumscribe all its attributes very narrowly. The magis
trates listened to the reading of this threatening project with 
indignation, they invoked the fundamental laws of the king
dom, the code of which was nowhere, however, written : they 
demanded the regular convocation of the States-General. 
were loud in their reprobation of arbitrary confinements, and 
decreed their own inviolability. Brienne immediately ob
tained from the king an order to arrest Duval d'Epremesnil 
and Montsabert, the two magistrates whose opposition was the 
most energetic. On the 5th of May, D' Agout, a captain of the 
guards,presentedhimself beforethe Parliament, and demanded 
that they should be given up in the name of the king. "We 
are all Montsaberts and D'E1u·emesnils," replied the indignant 
magistrates ; but the two marked counsellors, in order not t~ 
compromise their brethren, arose and mrrendered themselves. 
One was taken to Pierre-en-Cise, near Lyons, and the other 
to the Isles St. Marguerite. The report of their d teption. 
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was quickly spread, and aroWJed the anger of the people : 
ih.e multitude crowded to the place of the sittings, and 
greeted the magistrates with loud aoolamatiOII& N otwith
standing all these demonstrations, the edicts in question were 
registered on the 8th of May, and something like a plenary 
court was established ; but public opinion became angry) Le 
Oll&telet protested, and the people were in a state of com
motion : every one was aware that each member of this court 
was a courtier ; and to grant to this court the right ol 
registration, was to leave the public fortunes at the free 
di8poeal of the ministers. 

Of all the provineea, Brittany, BMm, and Danphiny 
distinguished themselves mOIIt by the energy of their 
:resistance. The Parliament of Rennes protested, and was 
threatened with being dissolved by force : a 01-owd of 
gentlemen, followed by the populace, came forwanl in its 
defence, and most of the nobles present at Rennes signed a 
declaration conceived in the following terme : " We, members 
of the noblesse of Brittany, declare thoae persona infamous who 
'WOUld accept of any place, either in the new administration 
of justice, or in the administration of the States, which 
should not be acknowledged by the laws and the consti
tutions of the province." A denunciation against the miniatera 
was then drawn up, and the deputies charged with presenting 
it to the king were thrown into the Bastille ; civil Will' 

seemed imminent in Brittany. The troubles of B6am were 
~ less 1!8rious : the Montagnards descended in military 
array into the city of Pau ; they broke open the gates of the 
palace of justice, which had been cloaed by the king's orders, 
and, yielding to their menacing oriee, the governor himself 
supplicated the Parliament to assemble. The noblesse and 
the magistTacy made vehement protestatioDL The ctisorders 
were still greater in Dauphiny ; the Parliament resisted, and 
the duke de Olermont-Tonnerre, govemor of the province, 
gave notice of exile to the magiatrates by lGml ,U CGC1et, 
transmitted to him beforehand : a furious populace filled the 
streets of Grenoble, retained the exiled D111fJistratea, sounded 
the tocsin at the ho1111e of the govemor, and fOI'Ced him, witll 
the axe suspended over his head, to convoke the Parliament. 
.A great number of the mem.bera of the nobleale, the clergy, 
and the third estate, fixed on the 21st of July for a 
meeting of the particular states of Dauphiny. The marshal 
de Vaux, the new govemor of the province, although he had 
twenty thousand men under his command, did~ not dare to 

D1g1t1zed i;C:.oog le -



A.D. 1788.] ASSEMBLY OF THE CLERGY. 487 

resist the general voice, and the States assembled at the 
castle de Vizille, the ancient residence of the dauphins : 
there, with one accord, the three orders stamped with 
reprobation the men who should accept functions created by 
the new edicts; they resolved that the impost to replace the 
eorWe should be, in Dauphiny, paid by the three orders, and 
gave in their private istates the double representation to the 
third : before they separated, they supplicated the king to 
withdraw his edicts, to abolish ldflres dB cachet, and to con
voke the States-General. All the provinces were in a state 
of commotion, and almost everywhere, in the interest of their 
privileges, the privileged classes set the numerous classes the 
eD.mple of insurrection and resistance. 

It was thus, by the accumulated errors of power, the 
nation became familiar with ideas of inquiry and resistance, 
and was, as it were, exercised in advance in civil war. 
Brienne, not knowing what to resolve upon, convoked an 
assembly of the clergy, and demanded pecuniary assistance ; 
he obtained nothing from them but a selfish refusal and a 
violent declaration against the plenary court. Seeing, then, 
the deficit increase daily, without any means of making it 
up, he endeavoured to seduce the French people by promises, 
and wished to acquire a claim upon their gratitude. A 
decree announced, in August, 1788, that the States-General 
would assemble on the 1st of May, 1789, and suspended till 
that period the re-establishment of the plenary court. 

By this decree Brienne obtained no advantage for him
self: then happened that which always does happen when 
a government, instead of seizing the seasonable moment for 
reforms or popular measures, only grants them at the last 
extremity, in an incomplete manner,, and as so many forced 
ooncesaions : he got no thanks for his condescension, and 
that which he granted, increased the demand for that which 
he still withheld. To support his tottering power, the · 
minister descended to the vilest expedients ; he obtained 
posaession of the funds of the invalids, and of the money of 
a benevolent lottery opened for the victims of a frightful 
hailstorm ; he at last created a paper currency for the 
payments of the state, and vainly endeavoured to conceal a 
bankruptcy under this disastrous measure. At whatever 
oost, Brienne waa determined to continue minister ; the 
public misfortunes, so much increased by his incapacity, had 
not shaken his credit with the king. A court intrigue effected 
hls overthrow : jealous of his influence ov r 0 th.elecllueen, 
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Madame de Polignac decla.red herself his enemy, and the 
count d' Artois demanded his dismi81!8.l. Brienne withdrew, 
advising Louis XVL to recall Necker to his counsels, as the 
only man capable of restoring the finances. His disgrace 
'W88 received by the public with transport ; but when it 
became known that in dismissing him a. cardinal's ba.t bad 
been demanded for him, and that be quitted office loaded 
with favours, the weak king acquired no" popularity by the 
sacrifice be had ma.de,-notbing was remembered but the 
honours which he bestowed upon a man who was the object 
of general animadversion. Louis XVI. followed the advice 
of Brienne-be recalled Necker to the ministcy; the parlia
ments resumed their functions, and the edicts were abolished. 
On learning this news, the people exhibited a. savage joy. 
A troop of young men burnt the cardinal in effigy on the 
Place Dauphine, took possession of the Pont N en( and forced 
all passengers to bow before the statue of Henry IV. The 
multitude directed their course towards the bouse of ~be 
brother of the archbishop, with the intention of setting fire 
to it ; stopped by the soldiers, they turned their fury upon 
the commandant of the watch, and marched towards his 
dwelling for the purpose of giving it up to pillage and the 
flames : a. bloody contest here took place, and instead of 
punishing the authors of the disturbance, the Parliament 
laid a. complaint against the military who bad suppressed it. 

Necker resumed the direction of affairs ; he found, in the 
confidence of the capitalists, funds enough to last him till 
the opening of the States-General ; but this minister, so 
skilful as a. financier, was not, as a politician, equal to the 
perilous circumstances in which France was then placed. 
He did not know bow, by the means of a. convocation of the 
delegates of the French nation, to ta.ke the initi&tive of a 
measure called for by the state of morals and by public 
opinion ; be was not any more able to conceive and put into 
execution a plan for sufficient and indispensable refonns ; 
and be hesitated a long time before he granted the third 
estate the double representation, that is, a number of deputies 
equal to those of the two privileged orders united. This 
.immense question not being settled, became in all parts of 
the kingdom the object of the warmest discuasion. The 
citizen class, which bad taken but a weak part in the quarrels 
of the magistracy and the court, comprehended this time 
that the cause in dispute was theirs, and that all reforms 
would be illusory if the third estate, of which they formed 
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a part, were not able to carry on the struggle with numbers 
equal to the two first orders. This desire, so legitimate, found 
an· echo in the noblesse, and it was asked everywhere if 
twenty-four millions of Frenchmen put forth extravagant 
pretensions when they claimed a number of representatives 
equal to that of four or five thousand of their compatriots. 
U noerta.inty on this head became every day more dangeroUll j 
it set all brains fermenting, inflamed the passions of the 
middle classes, and those who had the greatest interest in 
obtaining the double representation of the third estate, 
exercised also, by their intelligence, the highest infiuence 
over public opinion. 

Such was the state of things in France, when, on the 27th 
of September, 1788, the Parliament registered the edict 
which convoked the States-General; but it then appeared 
afraid of its own work, and recoiled before a measure which 
it had itself so energetically called for : it saw the ancient 
monarchy tottering on its basis, and believed it to be its 
duty to lend it its support ; with this view it decided, that 
for the convocation of the States-General, the same form 
should be observed as that· employed at the period of their 
1ast meeting in 1614:. The deputies were, at that time, in 
equal numbers in each order ; they gave their suffrages in 

· common, not individually, but by order ; and the result of 
the votes was thus necelltl&rily always favourable to the 
privileged classes. Necker's system went to make these 
latter contribute, in propol'tion with their fortune, to the 
exigences of the state. In order to procure its adoption, it 
would be necessary to double the representation of the third 
estate, and vote definitive resolutions by the head : this 
opinion had become almost general, and the clause added by 
the Parliament to the edict of the 27th of September, was 
the means of immediately destroying all the popularity of 
that body. Now, it was saul, the Parliament oppoeed the 
wish of the people from selfishness-it had only then con
tended at first against the court to obtain power, or to 
preserve that which it had usurped : it was soon abandoned 
by the men of the law, who had constituted its strength and 
brought about its suooeas. 

The noblesse itself was divided into two parties, one o£ 
which embraced the cause of the third estate with warmth : 
this party counted in its ranks the duke of Orleans and 
most of the gentlemen who had fought in AmArica. .Asso
ciations were formed in the principal citios,cw'lilchJWglilrtook 



'90 SECOND ASSEHBLY OF THE NOTABLES. [ .LD, 1788. 

to bring about the triumph of this oa.use ; a great number 
of idainmatory writings were circulated in the provinces ; 
hired brigands pervaded the country ; a multitude of wreck
leas men gave themselves up in Paris to serious excessee, 
and, some months later, they created terror in that city by 
setting fire to and plundering the manufactory of R~veillon. 
Whilat the concealed leaden of a "fiolen~ and demagogue 
:&ction aooght to raise the populace and dominate over the 
court by terror, the citizens and a great part of the young 
nobility seized with transport evttry opportunity of applaud
ing the moei popular maxim& Many writers, after the 
example of Condoroet, boasted, in their eagerly read works, 
of a social order 'based upon liberi.y and equality of rights : 
a multitude of pamphleta, and among them the celebrated 
iroc~Mwe of Si~yes, entitled, WMt v the TIWrtl E~ 'I added 
greatly to the fermentation of the public mind : the moment 
of the crisis was approaclring, when the king CODvoked the 
aecond assembly of the notables, to which was submitted the 
question of the mode of convocation of the States-GeneraL 
It was opened on the 9th of November, 1788, and Wll8 

divided into six offices, as the preceding one had been ; a 
single one only of these,-that over which.M onrierw, the Iring's 
brother, presided, declared iwlf in favour of the double 
:representation of the third estate. Necker did not adopt 
the decision of the notables; he hoped, by keeping up the 
contest between the privileged classes and the third estate, 
to retain the power of directing it, and, in accordance with 
a memorial addressed by him to the sovereign, there &Jr 
peared, on the 27th of December, 1788, a royal declaration, 
oa.lled the naull of Ike eotmcil, in which the question, so long 
debated, was yet but half settled. Louis XVI. decided that 
the deputies of the third estate should be equal in number 
to the deputies of the two other orders united ; but he 
preserved perfect silence as to the mode of general deh"'be
ration. This declaration WRS received with favour, though 
it left a question of the highest importance undecided. 
The third estate felt its ·strength, it reckoned with reason 
upon the defection of part of the noblesse and the clergy; 
it comprehended that it would be muter of the form of 
the deliberations, and from that time the revolution was 
decreed.. 

The philosophers of the age had powerfully assisted in 
producing this result. The most famous, Voltaire, .T ean
JacquesRousseau, Diderot, andD'Alembert,wereGlo:m~ but 
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their school ftourished : its work was the destruction of 
abuses and privileges, and it unceasingly sapped the old insti
tutions of France. Letten then boasted of a great number 
of celebrated names : the abb6 BartMlemy published his 
learned Voyage d'A~m, and Bernardin de St. Pierre 
:his admirable .Eflullu dsla N aflulre ; Lebrun, Roucher, Andre 
Ch6nier, then little known, the unfortunate Gilbert, and parti
cularly Delille, sustained the glory of French poetry. Ducia, 
more remarkable still for :his noble character than his talent, 
rendered himself illustrious on the stage, recently enriched 
with the masterpieces ofVoltaire, where already Marie-Joseph 
Ch6nier had appeared, and where Beaumarchais had given, by 
his MM'iclge d8 FigMo, a strongimpulsion to the revolutionary 
movement. The genius of the arts, after having slumbered 
during the last reign, appeared to revive under the chisels of 
Houdon and C:baudet, as well as under the vigorous pencils 
of Vien, and David and his brilliant school : at no period were 
there more or greater talents upon the stage, where Talma. 
had just appeared, and where the Conta.ts, the Fleurys, the 
Mol€s, and the Briza.rds carried the art of dramatic eloquence 
to the highest pitch of excellence. The sciences claimed many 
celebr-ated names, and in the first rank were the mathema
ticians Monge, Lagrange, and Laplace ; the illustrious 
Lavoisier, already quoted as the inventor of modem chemistry; 
Fourcroy, his eloquent interpreter ; V auquelin, Berthollet, 
author of Chemical Statics ; Guyton de Morveau, who had 
become one of the benefactors of humanity, by his experiments 
on the disinfection of air ; the physician Coulomb, immor
talized by his .researches upon the loadstone ; the naturalist 
Daubenton, the collaborator and successor of Buffon ; the 
learned physician Vicq d'Azyr; the astronomer Delambre, one 
of the men to whom France owes the adoption of the metrical 
system, and the illustrious Bailly, author of the HV!my of 
Anciene anu1 Modern Asflrfmomy. The public mind was 
attentive to the voyages and discoveries of the count de 
Choiaeul in Greece, of Bougainville, and of the unfortunate 
P6rouae, and dreamt of important ameliorations in human 
destinies, by means of the theories of Mesmer on magnetism, 
and the recent invention of balloons by Montgolfier. Men of 
letters, learned men and philosophers, were admitted to the 
intimacy of the great, who appeared to be anxious for universal 
knowledge. Never were the manners of the superior 
and enlightened classes more mild and pi~ than, at this 
period; French politeness, acknowledgedJthrougho~iEilrope, 
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constituted the great charm of social life, and had acquired a 
noble and graceful perfection, of which there will soon re
main nothing but the remembrance. Bnt a gulf was being 
hollowed, by the deficit of the treasury and the vices of the 
government, beneath the feet of this brilliant society ; behind 
it surged a humiliated, discontented middle class, whose voice 
scarcely drowned the menacing murmurs of a multit.ud~ 
crouchinginignoranceandmisery. From them the threatening 
growling of the storm began to rise ; furious winds battered 
down an edifice whose foundations were undermined, and it 
disappeared before the blast of a popular hmTican.e. 

NoTB.-I have been obliged to abstain, by serious oonsideratio111, 
from giving a sketch of the state of literature a.nd the sciences beyond 
the eighteenth century. I have not pretended to trace a complete 
picture of them r.t any period of this history : e<>mpelled to confine my 
la.boura within very narrow limits, I have only mentioned the mos~ 
oelebrated ni\Uiee : the two last centuries, with regard to liten.ture aDd 
.aoience, would demand a lengt.hened &lid prufound study 



FOURTH EPOCH. 

THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. 

1789-1880. 

THE history of the Revolution exhibits France to us, in a 
period of forty years, undel' four principal phases, and of a 
striking diversity. In the first we see the struggle which the 
nation 8UI!ta.ins against the court and the privileged orders; 
an imposing and teni.ble struggle, which terminates by the 
triumph of the multitude and by the fall of the throne. The 
second presents us with the scourge of foreign war, that of 
the reign of the populace and of violent and wicked men, into 
whose hands an imprudent and blind resistance had caused 
power to fall : that is the bloody epoch during which France 
is a prey to terror and then to anarchy,-it is that of the 
Republic to the 18th Brumaire. The Revolution, in ita 
third phase, shows us the nation exhausted by so many evils, 
wearied by so many exce.sses, and seeking, at the feet of a 
great captain, a refuge in military despotism. France then 
appears to be transformed into one vast camp, and signalizes. 
during twelve years, by an uninterrupted series of triumphs, 
her reaction against Europe: that is the epoch of the Consulate 
and the Empire. At length, when the application of one 
part of the principles in the name of which the Revolution 
was effected has received from time a species of consecration, 
when so many men, moved by contrary views, have learnt to 
live together and in peace under the iron hand of the con
queror, he falls in his turn, the love of liberty revives in all 
hearts, and the restoration is accomplished, under the conditioa 
of endowing France with political liberties, and ofrespecting 
the general interests inherent in the new order of things. 
This period, during which France learns to exercise her poli
tical rights, by struggling sixteen years to IJ.efend them, is 
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the last phase of the Revolution,* and terminates by the great 
days of July, 1830: these have for result the establishment 
of a new government, capable, beyond all others, of assuring 
to the French the durable possession of all the fruits obtained 
in half a century of tempests. 

n; at the beginning of the reign of Louis XVI., the voice 
of the Turgots and the Malesherbes, of men equally dis
tinguished by their patriotism and their intelligence, had 
been listened to, France might, perhaps, have enjoyed from 
that time a great many advantages which she ha.s purchased 
by so much blood and treuure and so many tears. But it 
is, alas I witlt nations as with individuals : their experience 
is always dearly acquired, and they ha.veneedofpainful trials 
before they consent to follow the counsels of wisdom. All 
parties in France would listen to nothing but their selfish 
passions, all perished successively with the excess of their 
own fury ; and in the sa.uguina.ry period of which we are 
.about to sketch the rapid picture, the French nation, by its 
hideous saturnalia, by its astonishing victories, and its 
marvellous progress in population and wealth, at the end rL 
the most fearful convulsions that have ever desolated an em
pire, was for the universe an object, by turns, of horror, fear, 
admiration, and envy. -

* Alas fur htl111&n wiaclom and furesight, when directed toward~ 
France : wbat would M. de Bonnechoee •1 to this after the 2ncl of 
December, 1851 '!-7Tau. 



BOOK THE FIRST. 
trrATKS-GDJIBAL.--()C)NBTl'l'OENT ASSBJIJILT.-LBGJSLA.'l'IVB AISEIDILT .

J".ALL m' 'f:ml llOJUBOBY. 

lith ot 'May, 1789-1st or September, 1792. 

CHAPTER L 
11'~ the opening of the ewe.Genenl to the dildutiOil or the 

Conat.ituent Auembly. 

lith of May, 1789-20th of October, 1791. 

Tu States-General opened on the 5th of May, 1789, in the 
hall of lu MtllffU6, at V eraaillea. The deputies were summoned 
$o the royal sitting, and introduced according to the order 
established in 1614; but the time was past in which the 
third estate, speaking on their knees with heads uncovered,_. 
acknowledged their humiliating inferiority in the presence of 
the other orders ; they hastened to prove that they considered 
themselves as their equals, and when, after the example of 
the king, the deputies of the two first orders put on their 
hata, thoee of the commons, contrary to the custom of the 
au.eient states, imm~ly imitated the nobility and the 
clergy. This gesture alone ought to have sufliced to teach 
the court th&t a revolution 'W8S accomplished in minds and in 
lD8IlDel"& The deputies of the Commons would, however, 
have gained but little by proclaiming themselves the equals 
o{ the deputies of the other orders, if they had not been able 
$o make this equality recogniaed by establishing it upon 
fact& The first and moat important question to be resolved, 
'1VII8 to know whether the votes should be taken by order or 
by the head : in the first case, the deputies of the third estate 
would have lost the advantage they possessed in having 
double the number of that of the deputies of each of the 
privileged orders. The court, the majority of the nobles, and 
a great part of the clergy, attached the highest importance 
to the votes being given by order in all political questions ; 
but the nobility counted among its members some popular 
dissidents ; the cur6s formed & considerable portion of the 
deputies of thtt clergy ; their opinions app,~~i3~ near 
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to those of the deputie& of the third estate, to whom unani
mity of sentiment and numerical strength gave a great 
advantage. They displayed on this occasion a patience proof 
against every tria~ and a firmness not to be shaken. They 
proceeded to the verification of their powers, after having 
invited the noblesse and the clergy to verify in common the 
powers of all Then, by the advice of Sieyes, they constituted 
themselves, on the 17th of June, into a National Assembly. 
This important decision was immediately supported by acts 
of sovereignty; the Assembly voted the provisional collection 
of the taxes, and the cessation of those that it should not have 
established ; it consolidated the public debt, named a com
mittee of supplies for the army, and proclaimed the invioJa.. 
bility of its own members. 

The public agitation became extreme when a royal sitting 
was announced, and, under pr&text of the preparations it 
required, the hall of the States was closed. Bailly, the first 
deputy of Paris, then presided over the Assembly: esteemed 
for his literary and scient.ific labours, he had acquired the 
respect of all parties by the nobleness and firmness of his 
character. He presented himseu; on the 20th of June, 1789, 
with a great number of his colleagues, at the door of the 
States, and found it closed. The violent projects of the court 
being no mystery, the indignant deputies resolved to prevent 
the execution of them ; they followed their president to the 
Jeu de Pa.ume, and there, with uplifted hands, they all swore, 
with the exception of one, not to separate till they had given 
a constitution to France. Two days after, the majority of 
the clergy joined the deputies of the communes in the church 
of St. Louis, where the latter were provisionally assembled. 

Necker had conceived a plan which might have brought 
the orders together and promoted a conciliatory feeling in the 
people ; the king bad promised to adopt it, and to make 
mention of it in his speech to the Assembly : but the in.ftuence 
of the court prevailed over the prudence of the minister. 
Terrified at the immense a..'!Cendancy which the third estate 
took, by its first acts, in public opinion, the party of the princes, 
which was opposed to N ec-r, communicated its alarms to 
Louis XVI., and prevailed upon him to interpose his powt-.r 
~ annul the decrees of the Assem'bly, to command the separa
tion of the orders, and himself to fix all the reforms that 
were to be effected by the States-General. 

Such were the preludes of the royal sitting which was 
held on the 23rd of June. The king apDP.a.redrwith_Nl the 
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pomp of sovereign power, and was received by a part of the 
deputies in chilling silence ; he only recognised the AIISembly 
as the order ofthe third estate, and commanded it to be dis
solved. The members of the noblesse and clergy who were 
present obeyed immediately after the departure of the king ; 
those of the communes did not quit their seats. The grand 
master of the ceremonies came to remind them of the order 
of the king. " Go and tell your master," cried Mirabeau, 
"~t we are here by the command of the people, and that 
we will not go hence unless forced by bayonets." Si~yes, 
then addressing his colleagues, said with the utmost coolness : 
" You are to-day what you were yesterday : let us deliberate." 
The Assembly persisted in ita decrees, and, upon the motion 
of Mirabeau, pronounoed the inviolability of its members. 
From that time royal power was lost ; the majority of the 
members of the clergy resumed their seats in the Assembly 
after its first sitting. The order of the noblesse persisted in 
its refusal, notwithstanding the instances of the count de 
Clermont-Tonnerre and the earnest exhortations of Lally
Tollendal, one of the most worthy of its members, the son of 
the unfortunate General Lally, and already celebrated by the 
ta.lent he had displayed in re-establishing the memory of his 
father. "Think, gentlemen," said he, "that in the march ot 
political revolutions, there is a force of things which prevails 
over that of men. There has been a period when it became 
necessary that slavery should be abolished, and it was 
abolished ; another in which it was necessary that the third 
estate should enterinto the National Assemblies, and it did 
enter them. Here is one in which the progress of reason, 
the too long neglected rights of humanity, the respect 
which this imposing mass of twenty-four millions of men 
ought to inspire, are about to give to this same third estate 
the equality of influence, the just proportion of rights which 
ought to belong to it. This third re~olution is begun, nothing 
can prevent it. I firmly believe that it only rests with the 
noblesse to assign themselves a post of honour, to cover 
themselves with a glory more brilliant perhaps than all they 
have hitherto acquired, to inscribe themselves for ever the 
benefactors of the nation. It is by this title, gentlemen, it 
is by your dearest interests, I conjure you to acquiesce in the 
motion of M. de Clermont-Tonnerre." The efforts of Lally 
were warmly combated by D'Epremesnil and Caza.Ies, and 
the motion was 1-ejected ; but on the morrow forty· seven 
members of the noblesse, having the duke> of,@rle&iis'J~tl<their 
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head, joined the third estate and the majority of the clergy: 
they were welcomed with enthusiasm. 

The fllSion, however, of the orders into a single assembly 
not being complete, and this dissidence keeping up an 
extreme agitation without, Necker again advised the union 
of the three orders : the terrified queen and several in.iluen
tial persons added their entreaties to his ; Louis XVI. 
yielded, and annulled his declaration of the 23rd of June as 
easily as he had abandoned the ideas of Necker for thoee-~f 
his courtiers. He sent for the duke de Luxembourg, the 
president of the noblesse, and expressed his new wish to 
him ; Luxembourg combated it ; he endeavoured to per
l!llade the monarch that disunion among the three orders 
was the last means that remained of preserving his power. 
" Your faithful noblesse," said the duke in conclusion, " has 
the choice of going, as your majesty wishes it to do, to share 
with its co-deputies the exercise of the legislative power, or 
to die in the defence of the prerogatives of the throne. Its 
choice cannot be doubtful." "M. de Luxembourg," replied 
the king in a firm voice, " my determination is taken, I have 
made up my mind to all sacrifices : I will not have a single 
man perish in my quarrel Tell, then, the order of the 
noblesse that I beg it will unite itself with the other two. 
If that be not sufficient, I command it as its king ; I will 
that it do so." The king was obeyed; after the 27th of 
June, the clergy, the noblesse, and the third estate formed 
but one body, which waa indifferently named the NtJiimlq,l 
and the 0~ Assembly : deliberation became general, 
and the distinction formerly established between the orders 
ceased to exist. 

All moral authority having passed from the monareh to 
the Assembly, the counsellors of Louis XVI. imprudently 
persuaded him to have recourse to force. Troops were col
lected in great numbers round Versailles; Necker was 
exiled ; the marshal de Broglie, La Galissonni&-e, the duke 
de Vauguyon, the baron de Breteui], and the intendant 
Foulon were chosen for the ministry, all partaking, more or 
lees, the opinion of the court. The approach of the troops 
and the exile of Necker excited great fermentation in Paris. 
Oa.mille Desmoulins, a young and fiery demagogue, harangued 
the JOOple at the Palais Royal, and called upon them to take 
up arms. The busts of Necker and the duke of Orleans were 
paraded through Paris ; the prince de Lamhea!!:, colonel of 
the Royal Allemand, disturbed this ovation b.Ky)~g his 
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men charge the groupe; but the French guards took part with 
the people, the troops refused to fire upon their companions 
in arms, and beat a retreat ; tumult and disorder increased 
in the capital ; the barriers were set fire to, and plunderers 
pillaged several houses ; the people were without bread, and 
the greatest evils were anticipated. In order to prevent 
them, some electors assembled at the H6tel de Ville, 88lrullled 
authority, and rendered great services by their firm, active, 
and prudent conduct. The Nation&l.Assem'bly, after having 
in vain attempted to bring about a reconciliation between it 
and the court, unanimously decreed the reaponsibility of the 
ministers and all the king's counsellors, of whatever rank they 
mightbe;itvotedregretstoNeckerandthedisgraoedm.i.nisters, 
placed the public debt under the safeguard of French loyalty, 
and established itself in permanency ; the archbishop of 
Vienne presided, and La Fayette was elected vice-president. 

The people of Paris, inftamed by the hostile attitude of 
the court, and by the energy of the .Assembly, were eager to 
follow up their first advantages, and demanded arms : the 
committee oC the electol'll, sitting at the H6tel de Ville, 
organized the national guard, which it extended to forty
eight thousaud men, and to which, upon the motion of La 
Fayette, it gave the triooloured cockade :* each district had 
ita battalion. Fifty thousand pikes were forged ; the arsenal 
of the lnvalides was plundered,-and, " To the .Basti.lle I 
to the Bt~~tille l" became the cry of the whole population. 
Thia memorable aiege was soon undertaken; the French 
guards came in troops to the aid of the people, bringing 
.cannon with them, and quickly decided the capture of the 
citadel, whoee feeble garrison laid down their azma. The 
people, carrying in their hands bloody trophies of their 
triumph, returned, shouting and roaring, to the H6tel de 
Ville, and 8 '888 cRnations soon stained their victory. The 
unfortunate ~elauny, governor of the B&stille, and prisoner 
-of the multitude, was slaughtered by them. A letter found 
upon hia pel'IIOn fnmished an accusation of treachery against 
Fie.ellea, the pr~vat dee marchand& ; the populace wished 
to m-.-cre him, but determined to bring him to trial before 
their tribunal : he was assassinated by a pistol-shot. Effer
vescence was at its height ; Paris prepared for fight on the 
morrow, and the whole city wore the appearance of one vast 
camp. 

• This cockade united to white, the ancient colour of France, red 
.and blue, 'beoolcmnof the city of Paris. o9;,;, by G oogLe 
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The still self-blinded court saw nothing in the movement 
~f Paris but a riot : the king proposed to dissolve the 
Assembly, and gave Marshal de Broglie, commander of the 
army, unlimited power. When informed, in the middle oC 
the night, by the respectable Rocbefoucauld-Liancourt of the 
taking of the Bastille and the other events of the 14th of 
July : "It is a revolt," said the king. "Sire, it is a revo
lution I" replied the great citizen. The resolution of the 
king gave way before the gravity of the circnmstances, and 
the next day be appeared in the midst of the Assembly. 
"' The silence of peoples is the lesaon of kings," Mirabeau had 
said, and the deputies at first preserved a sullen attitude in 
.the presence of the monarch ; but when he had said that M 
-was Ina one with tM natUm, that the troops should be sent 
away, and had added, with a firm voice, " Well ! I place 
my confidence in you!" applaUBe burst from all sides, the 
whole Assembly arose, and conducted Louis XVL back to 
·his palace. 

The king felt the necessity for restoring quiet to the 
-ea.pital himself; he caused it to be announced that he would 
-recall Necker, and that he would come the next day to Paris, 
-where Bailly had just been named mayor, and La Fayette 
«)tnmander of the citizen guard. It was they who received 
the monarch. " Sire," said the former, presenting the keys 
of the city to him, " Henry IV. reconquered his people, here 
:the people reconquer their king." Louis entered the Hlltel 
ode Ville without a guard, and received the tricoloured 
«)Ckade amidst the acclsma.tions of the multitude ; he did 
not set out on his return to Versailles till he bad approved 
the choice of the people and sanctioned the new magistrates. 

Then commenced the first emigration. The count d'Artois, 
the prince de Conde, the prince de Conti, and the Polignac 
family set the example, and left France. The return of 
Necker was a triumph; but it was also his last great day: 
be believed himself to be the master of the party of which 
he was but the instrument, and attempted to save Bezenval, 
'86COnd in command of th~ troops, and then a prisoner to the 
people. The intenllant loulon and his nephew Berthier had 
-already perished, viotiiM of popular fury : Bezenval was more 

. deeply compromised than they, and Necker, by proposing an 
amnesty, depopularised himself at once. From that time he 
began, but in vain, to struggle against the revolution. Themove-
·ments ofParisextended to the provinces; in all parts the people 
organized themselves into municipa.litiesAA!!,ll;l@~~·d&; 
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Uoop8 of armed men pervaded the country, plundering and 
firing chAteaux, and taking particular pains to burn the title
deeds of the nobility. It became evident that to calm this 
violent irritation it was necessary to destroy, in part, the 
cause of it, by the abolition of the most objectionable pri~
leges; and the Assembly proceeded, without due caution, to 
this reform in the celebrated night of the -ith of August. 
The viscount de Noa.illes gave the signal for the expected • 
ac:rificee by proposing the redemption of feudal rights and 
the suppression of personal services ; an emulation in offering 
IIDd an appearance also of patriotism were evinoed among the 
privileged orders; but a great number among them, members 
of the cOte droit of the Assembly, only assisted to destroy 
eTerything in the ancient social system in the hope of over
taming everything, and thus bringing about the reaction 
which they deemed inevitable. Abuses and privileges were 
111ppreeaed : the Assembly voted the redemption of the 
tenths and their change into a pecuniary tax, the suppression 
of ihe exclusive right of sporting, the abolition of seignoriai 
j118tices, that of the venality of the places of the magistracy, 
that of the inequality of imposts, of the t:mnates (first-fruits) 
of the court of Rome, and of the plurality of benefices ;. 
laatly, wardenships and masterships of companies were sup
presaed, and the Assembly decreed to Louis XVI. the title 
of Rutort:r of Frwnm Lihmy. That memorable night led to 
the government of the public powers and to the gratuitous 
administration of justice. It rendered all Frenchmen equal 
in rights : they became all capable of obtaining public posts, 
of holding property, and of giving themselves up to any 
employment they might choose ; it, in fact, removed all the 
obstacles which opposed themselves to the preparation of the 
new constitution. 

At this period three principal parties divided the Assembly: 
that of the court and the privileged classes, formed of the. 
majority of the noblesse and the clergy, the most remarkable 
orators of whom were the abbe Maury and Cazales, an officer 
of cavalry, he who desired a constitution on the model or 
that of England; Necker, Monnier, Lally-Tollendal, and the 
wise Malouet were at the head of the second party, princi
pally comprised of the minority of the noblesse : the rest o£ 
the Assembly formed the party inimical to all aristocratic 
distinctioDS among the different classes of the nation. This 
~ party was divid~ into several _fractio~ ;,~~~~~ 
1U with each other : m one were Bailly and !';a FayettfP, m 
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another, the members of a celebrated triumvirate, always 
ardent in supporting the most popular propositions, and 
formed of the counsellor Duport, the author of the famous 
confederation of the clubs, Colonel .Ale.u.ndre Iameth, and 
the eloquent Barnave. Some members of this third party 
distinguished themselves by their revolutioD&ry violence, but 
their credit was as yet weak ; among their names figured one 
sinister name, then obscure, but afterwards too &moos--that 
of Robespierre. A fourth party might, furth91", be reckoDed 
in the .Assembly-Ule Orleans party ; but it was "VagUe and 
undecided, and, if it really e:risted, it was only composed ol 
a few members personally attached to the pr.i:nee, and who 
might be suspected of a design to transfer the crown to his 
head. The principal leaders of the Assembly were two men, 
foreign to the third estate, and adopted by it,-Si~yes and 
Mirabeau. The first dominated by ~he uoendancy of a 
powerful real!On, of a philosophic brain, abounding in new 
ideas ; be governed in the committees ; lhe second reigned 
in the tribune. Abandoned early to the m.ost impetuous 
p888ions, a victim to his own disorders, and aooustomed to 
struggle against his headstrong will, consumed by the neces
sity for a prodigious activity in bazmony with his powerful 
means, as bold as he was eloquent, revolutions were his 
element. Repulsed by the noble111Je of Provence, he threw 
him8elf into the arms of the people, who welcomed him with 
transport : he dominated for some time over all parties, and 
in the A~~~~embly exercised the sovereignty of genius. 

The royal power, in fact suspended, was replaced by that 
of the National Allllembly, which haatened to name differen~ 
committees charged with providing for all branches of the 
public service. It next adopted, upon the proposition of 
I.e. Fayette, a declaration of the rights of man, drawn 
up in the spirit of the celebrated d.eclamtion of the Ameri
can Congress, and which served as a basis to the conm
tution. Louis XVI. hesitated before he aoeepted it, and 
only gave his adhesion to it with regret. The Asaembly 
decreed the permanency of the legislative body ; and after 
a very animated discusai.on, in which Necker, Monnier, and 
Lally-Tollendal argued for the division of this body into 
a senate and a chamber of representatives, it was decided that 
it should be indivisible and composed of one single chamber. 

It then became necessary to determine the part of the 
monarch in the composition of laws ; aome desirin~bat the 
king should have the power of opposmg'the 1d a ~ COf the 
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.A!sembly in a positive manner, and others that his mo 
should be only BUSpenaive : this question excited most vio
lent debates. Paris was still in a state of great agitation, 
the natural consequence of the victory of the 14th of July. ' 
The aasembly of the electors, which had taken place of the 
provisiooal municipality, was just replaced. A hundred and 
eighty members, named by the districts, constituted them
selves legislators and representatives of the commune, whilst 
the committees of the sixty districts of Paris, from which 
they held their power, equally attributed to themselves a 
legislative power superior to that of their constituents : the 
mania for public discussions had become general, assemblies 
of all kinds were formed in the city : soldiers, journeymen 
tailors, wig-makers, domestic servants, had all special meet
ing-places. The most animated deliberations took place at 
the Palais Royal, where the people controlled those of the 
Natiooal.A~~~Jembly ; it was there that the discUSIIion upon the 
~ wiD excited the most violent irritation ; the middle 
ciaas, which composed the national goard, had not as yet all 
the authority in its hands in Paris, and the ministry, terrified 
at the menacing demonstrations of the multitude, penmaded 
the king to abandon the tlll&limit«l wto, for the mapemiw 
wlo. The .Asaembly decided that the refusal of the monarch's 
aanctionshould not be prolonged beyond two legislatures. The 
comt, however, did not yield witllout much reluctance, and 
meditated other projects ; they a.ft'ected to represent the 
king as oppr81!11ed, and, having no hopes but in civil w&r, 
they wished him to seek refuge in the bosom of his &rmy. 
Louis XVI. loved his people, and resisted these violent 
suggestions : troops, nevertheless, were sent for to V ersa.illes; 
the regiment of Flanders and 10me dragoons came thither, 
and the enemies of the .revolution recovered their courage. 

The officers of the newly-arrived regiments were feasted 
by their comrades in the aalh ~ spedack of the chAteau, 
reserved for great solemnities ; the king and the queen, 
holding the dauphin in her anns, appeared at this noisy 
meeting ; the sight of them excited cries of enthusiasm ; 
white cockades were distributed, and the tricolour emblems 
were trampled underfoot ; such was the famous repast of 
the 1st of October, the consequences of which became so 
fatal to the royal family. The news of it soon reached Paris, 
aud produced the greatest fermentation : the &I"rival of the 
regiments, their host.ile dispositions, the fear rO~~l.Qf,i!, a.nd 
above all famine, created a formidable riilib'g; by 'A~Qllifg girl 
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gave the signal, on the 6th of October, by passing through 
the streets with a dntm, crying, " Bread I br«<d I" A troop 
of women soon surrounded her, and, "To V ersailleB !" became 
the general cry. Maillard, one of the volunteers of the Bas
tille, placed himself at the head of this stra.nge gathering, 
quickly increased by a furious mob, and offered to lead them: 
restrained for several hours by La Fayette, they at length 
marched forward and a.nived at Versailles, where their 
appearance spread terror and dismay. A first engagement 
took place between the people and the body-guard, when 
La. Fayette arrived at the head of the Parisian army to 
endeavour to control the disorderly populace : his presence 
restored safety, and calm was ~blisbed. Whilst both 
sides surrt'.ndered themselves to sleep, some of the populace 
found, during the night, one of the gratings of the chAteau 
open, and, calling their comrades, entered ; the alarm was 
given, and the combat commenced in the apartments between 
the people and the body-guard on duty, many of whom 
died heroically at their posts, crying, " Save tk queen !" 
Marie Antoinette, when made aware of the peril, fled half
dressed to the king's apartment. La Fayette. proceeded 
to the scene of action as quickly as possible : the French 
guards had already taken part with the body-guards : lA 
Fayette succeeded in clearing the chAteau, and exposed his 
life in repelling the people from the apartments. The mul
titude demanded with loud cries that the king should appear 
and should go to Paris with ·his family ; Louis XVL showed 
himsel~ and made the promise they required ; but the queen, 
above all, was the object of the hatred of the people. lA 
Fayette appeared with her at a balcony, and kissed her 
hand respectfully : the crowd applauded, but still continued 
their cries for the departure of the king for Paris. Louis XVL 
consented, and went thither with his family that same day, 
escorted by his guards, and accompanied by a bloody and 
hideous train. The principal result of this event was the 
placing of the court under the immediate surveillance of the 
people. It struck all those with terror who dreaded popular 
intervention, and determined many members of the Assembly 
to abandon it : Lally-Tollendal and Mounier were of this num- • 
ber, and the latter endeavoured, but without success, to raise · 
Dauphiny, his province, against the National .Assembly. ' 
. This attempt proved the dangers of provincial organiza

tion. The provinces, which viewed with ~ the 10111 of 
their privileges, formed small states tooovast,gnd~lm.de
pendent ; it became necessary, to prevent civil war, to reduce 
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their extent, and to subject them, under other names, to a 
uniform administration. On the 22nd of December, the 
Assembly adopted the plan of Si~yes, which divided France 
into eighty-three departments of a surface nearly e<lual ; the 
department was divided into districts, and the district into 
cantons. Their administration was regulated in a uniform and 
hierarchical manner: the department and the district had each 
an administrative council and an executive directory; those 
of the district held of the council and the superior directory. 
The canton, composed of five or six parishes, was a simple elec
toral division. Citizens paying a contribution equivalent to 
three days' work were declared active citizens, and joined the 
canton in nominating their deputies and their magistrates : 
everything was subject to election, and this had several 
degrees. A criminal tribunal was established for the whole 
department, a civil tribunal for every district, and a peace 
tribunal for every canton. The administration of the com
mune was confided to a general council and to a municipality 
composed of a number of members in proportion with the 
population, and immediately elected by the people : the 
municipal-officers alone had the right to require the action 
of the armed force. 

The execution of this vast plan excited the dissatisfaction 
of the states and parliaments of several provinces, whose 
powers it annulled ; they protested, and by doing so pre
cipitated their ruin. But the mOIJt redoubtable enemies of 
the revolution were the nobles and the bishops. The financial 
crisis and the wants of the treasury contributed powerfully 
in raising against it the great body of the clergy. The 
deficiency was immense, the imposts reduced almost to 
nothing, and the loans ill covered. Necker, after trying 
several but little-productive expedients, required the Assem
bly to vote an extraordinary impost of a quarter of the 
revenue, in which every one was to rate himse~ and Mirabeau, 
alarming his colleagues by the hideous picture he drew of 
the bankruptcy about to fall upon France, induced them 
spontaneously to sanction this useful measure ; but it was 
far from sufficing to fill up the void in the treasury, and from 

~ ·that time the immense wealth of the clergy was looked upon 
· as the only resource capable of meeting the exigences. The 

tenths, at first redeemable, had already been suppressed, 
when TaUeyrand, bishop of Autun, proposed to the clergy 
to renounce their property, valued at many~ millions, in 
favour of the nation, which would emplo1zitoib,th~:Jlayment 
of its debt and the support of religion. It was in vain for 
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the clergy to resist ; it was declared that they were not 
proprietors, but depositaries of the wealth consecrated to 
the altars, and that the nation, by undertaking all the 
expenses of the public worship, ought to resume its property. 
The public expenses required four hundred millions for this 
first year : state notes were created to this amount, to which 
a fopd currency was given, the properly of the Church 
being the BeCUrity : such was the origin of the ~ 
which, issued at first with prudence, facilitated at the revo
lution the accomplishment of great things, and which 
afterwards fell into diecredit f'rm!:l the odious abUBe of them. 
From this period is to be dated the implacable hatred which 
the clergy entertained for the revoluQ()n, and which the 
Assembly rendered .mil more dangerous by aiming a blow at 
the discipline of that body and the oonscieooea of its mem
bers, in the fatal vote upon the civil CODStitution of the 
clergy. This established the see of a bishopric in every 
department, intrusted the people with the elecmon of bishops 
and curates, and allowed ecclesiastics a salary which WIIB to 
compensate for the property formerly held by the clergy, 
and of which the nation had resumed poB118118ion. A aciasion 
was by this effected in this order ; a great number of ita 
members immediately abandoned the .A!sembly, and leagued 
themaelves with the dissident nobles. 

The National Assembly· persisted with constancy, bus 
inconsiderately, in plans of reform and in the freeh ~ 
tion of the social and political body : it attached the army 
to the revolution, by declaring rank and advancement inde
pendent of genealogical titles; it abolished all these titles, in 
accordance with the proposition of some popular members of 
the noblesse, and organized the judicial bod:r upon a new 
basis. It established two degrees of jurisdiction, and a court 
of cassation ; the jury, after the example of England, was 
introduced in criminal cues ; all the places in the magistracy 
were made temporary, and conferred by election ; in short, 
the legislation of this period sprang entirely from the principle 
of the sovereignty of the people ; the king, however, still 
preserved the initiative in questions of peace or war; but the 
right of determining upon them was reserved for the legisla
tive body. 

The anniversary of the ta.k:ing of the Bastille was approach
ing : the nation dated ita freedom from that memorable day, 
and it was resolved to celebrate it with extraordinazy 
splendour. Deputies, sent to Paris by the eighty;7~~dpart-
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mente, formed an imposing confederation in the Champ de 
Mars. There, in their presence, in that of the electors, of 
Ule National Assembly, of the Parisian guard, of the deputies 
of the army, and of an immense population, the bishop of 
Autun celebrated a solemn DWIB upon a vast altar decorated 
aocording to antique custom, and of which four hundred 
priests, clothed in white albes and triooloured girdles, .occu
pied theext.Temities. La Fayette, in his f!uality of COliilll&lldant
general of the national gtards of the kingdom, advanced the 
first to take the civic oath ; after him, all the deputies 
repeated it, amidst the Ulundering of artillery, the accla
mations of the people, and prolonged cries of " VW., le Roi I 
YW., la N aWm !" Louis XVL then roee, and said : "I, king 
of the French, swear to employ all the power delegated to 
me by the constitutional act of the state, to maintain the 
constitution decreed by the National Assembly, and accepted 
by me." "Here is my son," said the deeply-agitated queen, 
holding the dauphin up in her al"JD8, and sh~ him to 
Ule people; " here is my son, and he unites with' me in the 
same sentiments." The vociferous accl~oDB of the people 
again were heard, and a hymn of thanksgiving terminated 
this festival, the last day of hope or happiness for the royal 
family. Intrigues ofthe various parties were renewed even 
on the morrow, and the cOte droit urged the Assembly on 
to extremes : " We liA:e tl. dwreu," said the abbe Maury, 
ironically ; " w ~ elwu M .four f7I07"IJ of tMm." Necker, 
whose methodical and fixed ideas were unceasingly at variance 
with the rough and rapid march of the Assembly, gave in his 
resignation on the 4th of September ; a great number of 
nobles emigrated at the same period, and the spirit of insur
rection made daily progress among the people and the army. 
Three regiments in garrison at Nancy revolted, and were 
brought to submission with much difficulty by BouilM, who 
wished to induce the king to come to the army which he 
commanded in chief on the northern frontiers. 

Of all the advenaries of the ~olution, none was more 
difficult to be conquered, or excited more embarrassment than 
the clergy. The king had sanctioned the civil constitution 
of this body, the pope refused his adhesion to it ; from that 
time the archbishops and bishops formed a league, which the 
Assembly imprudently strengthened by requiring of all 
priests in orders the oath of fidelity to the nation, to the 
law, to the king and the civil constitution : th~r.~~" refused 
were struck with destitution. This fatal tn~ttacked 
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consciences, and created a schism. There were two clergies 
in the kingdom, the one constitutional and bound by oe.th, 
the other refractory, and not bound by oath : the members 
of the latter division refused to abandon their functions, and 
fulminated againat the successors whom the law imposed upon 
them; they employed all their power over the populations 
which habit and faith placed under their influence, to 
attach them to their cause: it was thus that a furious straggle 
was got up in many parts of the kingdom, and that, under 
an apparent calm, all hopes of order or conciliation vanished. 

The creation of clubs multiplied the seeds of agitation, and 
precipitated France into anarchy. The clubs were at first 
private meetings, without politica.l authority, at which people 
met to discuss the a.ffa.irs of the state ; the first, formed with 
this view, was by the Breton deputies, at the ancient convent 
of the Jacobina, whence it received its name; but this club 
soon increased in members and influence, and wished to act 
upon the Assembly, the municipality, and the multitude : its 
first members abandoned it, and were replaced by violent, 
ambitious men, and friends of disorder, members of the 
commune, or simple citizens. They formed affiliations in the 
provinces, and raised, by the side of legal power, a still more 
redoubtable power, which was not long ere it led and subju
gated the first. 

Emigration continued ; the aunts of the king left France ; 
Louis XVI., who was suspected of wishing to join them, was 
arre.sted by the people and detained in Paris with his family, 
at the moment he was preparing to quit the capital for St. 
Cloud: the .Aa!embly, whilst proclaiming the inviolability of 
the monarch, declared that his flight from the kingdom would 
pronounce his abdication. The deputies, however, after 
having destroyed all abuses and privileges, and completed the 
constitution, manifested in their acts a more monarchical 
tendency. This rea.ction, favourable to power, was due in a 
great measure to Mirabeau, whose services the court had 
purchased, who wished at the same time to consolidate the 
throne and to maintain all the useful results of the revolution. 
But to have his voice respected, he should have taken care to 
keep his personal character respectable : the guilty gold 
which he received only to lavish in wild expenses, deprived 
him of that consideration without which politica.l men are 
ge~erally condemned to a painful impotence : the confidence 
which his genius commanded was denied to his character : 
the king acknowledged the correctness ofJ.,his' ,c('uti'fjijt;llbut 
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he trembled at giving himself up to them. No one deplored 
more than Mirabeau himself, this fatal situation which he 
had created for himself: " I am paying very dear," be often 
said, " for the follies of my youth ! Poor prince ! thou art 
made to pay for them too ! " " Look around us," said he one 
day to one of the Crillons, with an accent of profound con
viction ; "none but I, I alone could contend with the anarchy 
which is about to devour you, your friends, the throne, and 
the prince ; I must be listened to, I must be followed, or we 
shall all perish." Talking another time with Cabanis, he 
cast sad and prophetic glances into the future ofhis country, 
and broke a solemn silence with these words : " Ob ! if I 
had brought to the revolution a character like that of 
Malesherbes, what destinies I should have 888Ured to my 
country I what glory I should have attached to my name !" 

In spite of his faults, his genius still dominated over the 
National .AIIIlembly; be succeeded in having rejected, as 
injurious to individual liberty, a violent decree which was 
proposed against emigrants : this was his last triumph . 
.Although be was but forty-two years of age, his constitution 
was destroyed by exceeses of all kinds ; he looked for and 
ealled upon death amidst frightful mfferings. In his agony 
he still spoke of France, and of the state in which he left it : 
"I carry away in my heart," said he, "the mouming of the 
monarchy, whose wreck will shortly be the prey of the 
factious."* .A few minutes after apeaking thus, he expired. 
The National .Assembly in a body assisted at his obaequies, 
and caused his remains to be carried to the new church of 
St. Geneviave, destined, under the name of the Pantheon, to 
1'8ceive the mortal relics of great men. Mirabeau W8IJj 

perhaps, the only man capable of directing and restraining 
the revolutionary torrent ; his death was a public calamity, 
and the nation mourned for him. 

.Already the storm began to growl fearfully on the fron
tiers, the emigrants endeavoured to rouse all Europe against 
France. They formed two bodies, the one organized under 
Cond6, at Worms, the other under the count d' .Artois, at Cob
lentz : this prince, with Calonne, his minister, went to the 
court of the emperor Leopold ; and the secret declaration of 
Mantua, signed on tho 20th of May, 1791, was the result of 
their conference. It promised Louis XVI. the BUCCOtll' of a 
coalition into which .Austria, the circles of Germany, Switzer· 
land, and the kings of Sardinia, Spain, and Prussia were to. 

* .Tot~eph Dros, HiM. du .1iJrtn,e dd .Lout. Z'V#.e,to£'Allptg~7. 
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enter. But Louis first endeavoured to restore the monarchy 
alone ; he •ttempted to reach MontmMy, and throw himaelf 
into the army commanded by Bouill6. His plan of eacape WIIB 

concerted with that general, who placed, from distance to 
distance, detachments on the route by which the king was to 
anive. On the night of the 20th of June, the royal :fir.mily 
left the Tnileriee in disguise, deceived the watchfulness of the 
guard, passed the barrier~~ of Paris without obstacle, and 
immediately took the road to Chilona and Montmedy. On 
learning this, stupor at first seemed to seize both the Pariaians 
and the.A.embly; but the lt.tterquickly aaaumed the executive 
power, announced its pacific resolutioDS to the coalition, aent 
commi!!!!&ries to the troops to receive their oath in the ~ 
of the A.embly, and proposed to teach France and Paris 
that a monarch was not indispensable to the government ol 
the state. The report was soon spread of the arrest of the 
king ; the unfortunate Louis XVI. was reoogniaed. and 
arrested at V a.rennes ; all the national guards of the neigh
bourhood ftew to arms ; the detachments of troops posted 
on the route were either repulsed or feared to act ; Bouille 
himself came up at the head of a regiment ; but_ he came too 
late, the king was already many hours on his way back to 
Paris. The .A.l!llembly sent three of its members to meet the 
king, for the purpose of securing his return : these were the 
oount de l&toar-Maubourg, P~tion, and young Bama.ve ; the 
last named, from that time, touched by the oondesoendiD« 
maDDel'll and the sad fate of the royal family, resolved to leod 
them his OOllJUiels and support. 

The king wu received in Paris with a silence of very 
sinister augury : the Asaembly suspended him proviaiooally 
from his fanctions, and named oommill5ioners to interrogate 
him. The diacussioDB on this subject were stormy ; JlOIDf) 

wished to maintain the king on the throne, others to pre
cipitate him from it : the l.&metha and Bama.ve, with {he 
intention of defending him, joined the moderate party, and 
created the club of the Fw.iUMttl, to oppose it to that of 
the J aoobina, the direction of which waa seized upon by 
P~tion and Bobeepierre, the leaders of the republican party. 
The A.!sembly, by the advice of Barnave, declared there 
wu no OOCII8i.on to bring Louis XVL to trial or to pro
nounce his abdication ; but at the l!&Dle time, to calm tb.e 
popula.r efferveaoence, it declared that the king had in fact 
abdicated, and oeaeed to be inviolt.ble, if he made war Oil 

the nation, or BUffered that it should be ~Yiji~e. 
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This deela.ration of the Assembly irritated the multitude. 
The agitators prepared a petition, in which they appealed , 
to the sovereignty of the people, and considered Louis as 
dethroned sinoe his flight. Brissot drew it up ; it was 
earried, on the 17th of July, to the Champ de Mars, and 
p1aoed upon the altar of the country ; Danton and 
Oamille Desmoulins harangued an immense crowd, and did 
aU in their power to excite their hearers to insurrection. 
The danger became threatening, and the Assembly enjoined 
the municipality to watch over the public safety. La. Fayette 
and Bailly went to the Champ de Man at the head of a 
nlDDeroaa troop of national guards; Bailly pronounced the 
legal summons and unfurled the red flag : the multitude 
replied to this signal by a shower of stones ; then the door 
to conciliation was closed, it became necel!l!&rY to have re
oourse to force, and La. Fayette commanded his men to fire ; 
the second discha.Tge was murderous, and dispersed the mob; 
the multitude took to fiight, and never pardoned either Ia 
Fayette or Bailly for having done their duty on that fatal 
day. 

These deplorable dissensions restored courage to the 
enemies of the revolution, and the emi.grmts dreamt of 
nothing but eti.fl.ing it by the efforts of all Europe : JfOJlliewo 
a&IIUmed at Brosee1a the title of regent ; Bouill6 wrote a 
violently ~ letter to the ASBembly; the emperor, 
the king of Prussia, and the cmmt d' Artois met at Pilnitz, 
where they signed, at the risk of compromising the king 
whom they wished to defend, the treaty of the 27th of July. 
In this declaration they considered the cause of Louis XVL 
as their own, requiring that he should be replaced on his 
throne, and that the Assembly should be dissolved, otherwise 
they threatened France with the most frightful calamities. 
Tile irritated Assembly replied to these menaces by levying 
a hundred thousand national guards, and by arming their 
frontiers : it however approached the term of its operations, 
and the convocation of the electoral colleges was fixed by it 
fur the 3rd of August : a &tal decree, iam.ed before the king' a 
Bight to Varennes, interdicted every member from forming 
part of the following Assembly. In vain Dupoit bad ex
cla.i.med : " ~ce we are surfeited with principles, why do 
we not acknowledge that stability is also a principle of 
government 1" The decree was passed, and the mania of 
disinterestedness becoming contagious, Bailly J.,id dQwn his 
mayoralty, and La Fayette the oommandj 'af-.ot\B ~onal 
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guards. The course pf the revolution thus became aban
doned to fresh men, who commenced another, for the sake 
of procuring themselves a name and a fortune. 

Before its dissolution, the Assembly collected its decrees 
into one body, declaring that the nation had the right to 
revise . ita constitution, but that it would be prudent not 
to exercise this right within thirty yean. The king ac
cepted the constitutional deed without restriction. On the 
.29th of September he closed the Assembly, and gave utter
ance in its bosom to some touching expressions, which the 
members received with acclamations and marks of respect 
and love. Thouret, then addressing the people, pronounced 
these words : " The· Constitutional Assembly decla.res that its 
mission is achieved, and that at this moment it terminates ita 
sittings." 

Thus ended this celebrated assembly, after having accom
plished the greatest things in the short space of two years ; 
the double and principal vice of the constitution drawn up 
by it was the having composed the legislative body of only 
one chamber, and having made the royal authority much too 
subordinate to popular power. Neverthelei!S, whilst recog
nising the people as the source of power, it was in the hands 
of the middle and most enlightened class that they had 
placed the exercise of it by the double election ; and it may 
be said that it was destroyed leae by its own vices than by 
the fury of the factions which, by raising all Europe against 
the revolution, obliged the revolution to unchain, in ita own 
defence, popular passions, and for some time rendered the 
direct intervention of the multitude in the government of 
the state inevitable. 

CHAPTER II. 

The Legislative Alaembly.-From the 1st of October, 1791, to the 
20th of September, 1792. 

Tm: court, the nobility, and the clergy, had exercised no 
power in the new elections ; they were made under an 
influence \ntirely popular, and the Assembly opened its sit
tings on the 1st of October, 1791. It immediately declared 
itself to be the National Legislative Assembly, and took, 
upon the constitutional act, amidst the applause of the 
people of the tribunes, the oath to liw .fres or 1o die. The
minority of the last chamber had beoomee~~~y oi 
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this, and the parties which divided it were not long in show
ing themselves. The cote droit, composed of men firmly 
attached to the constitution, formed the Ff/11/illcvnJ. party, 
which looked for its support to the club of that name, to the 
national guard and the army ; but it did not dominate in 
the .Assembly, and soon yielded the important post of the 
municipality to its advel'll&ri.es of the Gauchs, who composed 
the Girondin party, at the head of which shone the cele
brated orators of the Gironde, from which it took its name, 
V ergniaud, Guadet, Gensonne, and with them Brissot, Con
dorcet, and the fiery Isnard. This party was disposed to 
call in the multitude and the most violent means in defence 
of the revolution, differing, in this respect, from the Consti
tutionals, who rejected any other support but that of the 
law. The Centre of the Legislative Assembly was attached to 
the new order of things ; but public dangers repressed its 
resolutions, and subjected them to the violent decisions of 
the Gauche. Without the Assembly, the democratic faction· 
supported the Girondins, and influenced the clubs and the 
multitude : Robespierre reigned in the J acobins ; Danton, 
Camille Desmoulins, and Fabre d'Eglantine at · the club of 
the Cordeliers, still more violent than the p~g one ; 
.and the brewer Santerre, in the faubourgs : such were the 
principal leaders of the popular party, and their power was 
.increased rapidly by the bold undertakings of the leaders of 
:the revolution. -' · 

Emigration augmented. daily; the two brothers of the 
king Dd the princes protested against the acceptance of the 
Constitutional Act by Louis XVI. : at their summons, 
nobles quitted their chAteaux, and officers their regiments ; 
distaffs were sent to those who hesitated ; hostile meetings 
were appointed in the Austrian Netherlands and the neigh
bouring electorates ; the counter-revolution was prepared at 
Brussels, Worms, and Coblentz, under the protection of 
foreign courts. Whilst the emigrant nobles were doing all 
in their power out of the kingdom to promote a war, refrac
tory priests neglected nothing to raise the people by exciting 
their fanaticism ; the bishops forbade application to be made, 
for the sacraments, to constitutional priests, qualified as in
flru,(/era ; violent circulars were spread all over the country 
against those who participated in them, and dangerous risings 
took place in Le Calvados, La Gevaudan, and La Vendee. 
The irritated Assembly adopted, on the 30th ?i Octqber, a. 
decree which declared Louis StanislausoXa.viel'i'CW@lfer of 
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the king, deprived of his rights to the regency, if he did not 
return ; it afterwards decided that the French a.sBembled 
beyond the frontiers were suspected of being engaged in a 
conspiracy against their country ; that if, on the 1st of 
January, 1792, they were still in a state of hostile asaem
blage, they should be treated as conspirators, and be punish
able by death ; it then decreed that refractory ecclesiastics 
should be compelled to take the civic oath, under pain of 
being deprived of their pensions, and be subject to detention 
in case religious troubles should arise in their communes. 
The king san.ationed the first decree, but opposed his wto to 
the two last. He spoke, however, with energy against. 
emigration ; but the court pl&ced all its hopes in Europe, 
and was the centre of the in.trigues carried. on against th& 
.Assembly : blinded. by its hatred fur the constitution and its. 
principal authors, it committed the enormous error of with
drawing all its confidence from the Conmtu.tio~ at tlle 
time that they alone devoted themselves to its defence : it 
was thus it placed P~ in the mayoralty in preference to 
La. Fayette, and opened the entranoe of the commune oi 
Paris to men of the multitude. 

National indignation was parlicula.rly excited by the con
duct of the neighbouring princes, who received emigra.ois 
favourably, and pa.tron.iz.ed the military gatherings. The 
Assembly wished Louis XVI. to make a solemn ~ment. 
against them, and Isna.rd terminated a speech made with 
this view in the tribune, with these violent words :-" Let 
us tell Ew:ope, that if cabinets engage kings in a war against 
peoples, we will engage peoples in a war to the death against 
kings : let us tell Europe that all .the battles which peoples 
fight by the order of despots, resemble the blows which two 
friends, excited by a perfidious instigator, deal each other in 
the dark. When the light of day appears, they throw down 
their arms, embrace each ather, and chastise him who has 
deceived them ; in the aa.me manner, if at the moment at 
which our enemies' armies sh&ll be contending with ours, the 
light of philosophy should fall upon their eyes, the peoples 
will embrace each other in the fuca. of dethroned tyrants, 
of the consoled earth, and satisfied heaven." The proposed 
measure was carried with transport and unanimity : Louis 
XVL approved of it. "H my representations are not 
listened to," said he, "it only remains for me to declare war." 
The.Assemblyvoted twentymillions forthisobject; a hundred 
and fifty thousand meu. were levied, threec~eCw.~ormecl 
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aDd established on the frontien of t'he north and the east, 
and Rochambeau, Luc'ber, and La Fayette placed at the 
heads of them. The emigrant princes were, at the same time, 
de«eed ~ and MonMulr deprived of his rights to 
the regency. Austria, at that time governed by Kaunitz, 
the principal minister, answered these decrees by ordering 
Marshal de Bender to 1R1pport the eleetor of Treves, if he 
should be attacked, and required the reinstatement of the 
German princes fonnerly po!!I!Eli!SCd. of estates in A18ace ; 
Ausma insisted upon the restoration of feudalism in that 
province, or war. · 

The Legislative Assemhly then acclUied the ministry of 
weakness and ill-will; and a court intrigue having caused 
the minister of war, Narbonne, sincerely attached to the 
constitution, to be sacrificed w the jliStly suspected Bertrand 
de Molleville, minister of the marine, a total dissolution of 
the eolllloil followed, with the sending of Delessa.rt, the 
minister of foreign atJairs, before the high court of Orleans. 
The king, pressed by cireom.stances, formed a Girondin 
ministry, the moat remarkable members of which were 
General Dumoariez tmd Roland. The first, accustomed from 
his youth to intrigue, was determined to rise, by whatever 
meaus : he was bold, fickle, without political conviction, but 
endowed with a rapid and sure perception, of an active 
genius and rich in resouroes. The second loved liberty with 
enthusiasm : he joined austerity of morals to a great sim
plicity of mannen ; but he bad but little expansion of mind, 
and allowed himself to be too much governed by his wife : 
she, emdowed with the noblest qualities of heart and mind, 
was herself the slave of a dangerous enthusiasm : she was 
the soul ad the eouDiel of the Gironde. 

The first measure of the new ministry related to the war. 
Leopold was dead ; Francis IT., king of Bohemia and 
Hungary, was about to su.cceed him in the empire, and his 
elevation changed nothing in the Austrian policy with regard 
to France. The prince de Katmitz required, in the name of 
his court, the restitution of the property of the Church to 
the clergy, of the estates of Alsace to the German princes, 
and of the com tat of V enaissin to the pope. Such was the 
ultimatum of Ausiria. : Louis XVI. answered it by proposing 
war, and the Aaaerably decided upon it. The invasion of 
Belgium, then occupied by the Prussia.ns, was resolved upon, 
and Rochambeau was ordered to undertake iV .. but ~e two 
first invading col111111U1 were seized with '&J 'panic~ <at the . 
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sight of the Prussia.n army, and took to flight : Rochambeau 
laid down the command, and the war assumed a defensive 
character. Two armies covered the French frontiers on the 
north and the east, under lA Fayette and Luckner ; the 
army of lA Fayette extended from the sea to Longwy; that 
of Luckner, from the Moselle to the Jura. 

The first reverses of the French arms excited great 
anxiety in Paris, and created violent symptoms of dissatis
faction. The court was accused of complicity with the 
enemy, and the A.ssembly pronounced its own permanence : 
it ordered the disbanding of the constitutional guard of the 
king, extended by him from eighteen hundred men to six 
thousand, and passed two decrees ooutra.ry to the wishes of 
the king : the one exiled the refractory priests ; the other 
established a camp of twenty thousand men under the walls 
of Paris. The ministers supplicated the king to deprive the 
opposing clergy of all hope, by admitting the sworn priests 
near his person : their efforts were useless, and a scission 
broke out on this subject in the ministry. Roland wrote 
Louis XVI. a severe letter on his constitutional duties, and 
conjured him to make himself frankly the king of the 
revolution : this letter offended the monarch, and decided 
the dissolution of the cabinet ; the Girondin ministers were 
dismissed, and, a few days after, the two decrees were 
~jected by the king : the ABBembly immediately decla.red 
that three members of the last ministry, Roland, Servan., and 
Clavi~re, took with them the regrets of the nation. 

The new ministry was chosen from among the Feuillants, 
who only reckoned in their ranks men 8118peCted by the 
multitude for the moderation of their principles, and odious 
to the court for their attachment to the constitution : they 
wanted strength, and the king, who perceived their weakness 
and impotence, no longer hoping for anything but by the 

· intervention of Europe, charged Mallet Dupan with a secret 
mission to the coalesced princes. The partisans of constitu
tional monarchy, at the head of whom were Lally and 
Malouet, made one last effort against the revolutionary 
torrent : Duport, Lameth, Barnave, and lA Fayette endea
voured to suppreBB the clubs and nHlstablish the authority 
of the king : lA Fayette wrote to the Assembly, denouncing 
the Jacobina as the abettors of all disorders, and conjuring 
th~m to take none but legal measures for the public safety : 
thts letter had no other effect than to shake the cr~t of the 
yonng general The parties became more and mbre-'1h't}a00, 



..&..».1792.) THE PEOPLE AT THE TUILERIES. 617 

all hope of reconciliation disap~ ; each of them sought 
to triumph by culpable means : the court reckoned upon 
Europe to restore its power, and the Gironde had recourse to 
the multitude to establish its influence : Chabot, Santerre, 
and the marquis de Saint-Hurugue excited the faubourgs; 
the anniversary of the Jeu de PUNAne was approaching, and 
a formidable insurrection was made ready. On that day, the 
20th of June, thirty thousand men, armed with pikes, came 
down the faubourgs, and marched towards the place of the 
sittings of the Assembly, where their leader pronounced a 
threatening speech ; his hideous train then defiled in the 
hall, singing the sanguinary chorus of Oa ira, and to the cries 
of Viwnt l68 BO.m-culottei, .a baa le 'D6to I Santerre and 
Saint-Hurugue then led them to the Tuileries, the gates of 
which palace the king ordered to be thrown open. He pre
sented himself almost alone before the insurgents ; when 
called upon by them to sanction the two decrees, he resisted 
with admirable courage, but he did not dare to refuse the red 
cap which was presented to him on the end of a pike, and 
he placed it on his head, amidst the applause of the populace : 
Petion at length arrived ; he harangued the multitude, who 
dispersed without resistance, satisfied for this time with 
having outraged royal majesty. 

The indignant Constitutionals supplicated the king to grant 
them his confidence and accept their support ; the duke de 
la Rochefoncauld-Liancourt offered to conduct him to Rouen, 
where he commanded, and La Fayette conjured him to come 
and place himself at the head of his army ; but fatality 
blinded the unfortunate mona.rch,-he refused. La Fayette 
hastened to Paris ; he demanded of the Assembly the de
struction of the Jacobin sect, and the punishment of the 
authors of the 20th of J nne ; but the Assembly did not even 
invite him to the honours of the sitting till after they had 
deliberated whether he should not be tried for deserting his 
post ; La Fayette depended upon the national guard for 
closing the clubs ; the court caused the failure of his pro
ject, the national guards did not answer to his appeal, and 
he returned to his army, after having lost his influence and 
his popularity. 

The foreign sovereigns continued to gather together 
formidable masses on the French frontiers, and the division 
of parties at home rendered the situation of the kingdom 
more and more alarming : the king was in the-Assembly the 
object of the most violent invectives: 0the"qt\•m£~ abdi-
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a1.tion had already been agitated, wheD, on the 5th of July, 
the Aasembly declared tAe tX1fJ4fl.ry in danger : all citizens 
able to bear arms were called out, pikes were distributed, 
battalions of volunteers were enrolled, a camp was formed U; 

Soissons, revolutionary enthusiasm was at its height, and wu 
still further increased by the arrival of the confederated 
:MAneillais at Paris; P~on became the object of the adora
tion of tlle people, and on the &DDiversary c:L the 14th of 
July, the only cry of the federatioo was fitMm, or dtxJtA I 
The club of the Feuillants was closed, the grenadier and 
ehasseur companies of the national guard, which OODStituted 
the strength of the citizens, were broken ; the troops of the 
line and the Swiss were seD.t to a distance : ~bing de
notM preparation for a catastrophe. 

The enemy's army was in motion ; the duke of Brunswick, 
preceded by a strong manifesto, advanced at the head of 
seventy thousand Prussians and sixty-eight thoasaDd Aua
trians, Hessians, or emigrants. This JD8l'!if'esto contained 
frightful threats against Paris, and all other cities that should 
have the audacity to defend themselves ; it renclered the 
populations of the cities indignant, mel produced a general 
rising. In Paris, the popular party was ao:rious to destroy 
the authority of the king at onoe ; Robeepierre, Danton, 
'Oamille Desmoulins, Fa.bre d'Eglantine, and the infamous 
Ma.rat harangued the multitude, and excited taem to a state 
of frenzy. On the 3rd of August, P6tion, the mayor, pre-
1!16llted. himself before the Assembly, and dem&nded the abdi
ea.tion of the king, in the name of tbe oommune and the 
eections. This petition was referred to a ooJ'DJIIittee of twelve 
members; a few days after, it was discwaed whether La 
Fayette should not be impeached, and he was acquitted by a 
very feeble majority, the people insulting all who voted in 
:his favour ; scenes of disorder were multiplied, and the insur
gents fixed upon the lOth of August for an attaok upon the 
pa.la.ce. 

The faubourg Saint Antoine, whither the Jaoobins went 
in prooession, was the centre of the insurrection ; it was 
there decided that Petion should be plaoed under restraint, 
in order to keep him from all responsibility, and to substi
tute an insuiTectional municipality for the council of the 
commune : the agitators at the same time repaired to the 
barracks of the Marseillais and Breton federates. When 
informed of these menacing demonstrations, the oourt plaoed 
the ch&tea.u in a state of defence ; the in~Q;lf W(~ed 
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by from mght to nine hundred Swiss, and by a troop of gen
tlemen armed with swords and pistols ; several battalions of 
national guards, and among them those of Les Filles, St. 
Thomas, and of Les Petits Peres, remarkable for their royalisi 
sentiments, occupied the oourtyards and the outward posts ; 
but a fatal ciroum&tanoe shook their resolution : Mandat, 
their general-commandant, was summo11ed before the new 
council of the commune to render an aooount of his conduct, 
and was slaughtered by the multitude on the steps of the 
Hotel de Ville ; the brewer Santerre was immediataly in
vested with the oomma.ncl of the national guard, and the 
court was thus deprived of its most firm and in1luential 
defencler. The insurgents, maddened by the redoubtable 
Danton, advanoecl m several oolumns and pointed their can
DOD agai.ll8t the ch&teau ; the king, with grief depicted on his 
countenance, paa!ed his Gefenders in review ; but in the ranks 
Gfthe national guard the cries of Viw w Roi I were smothered 
by those of Vive Peti.rm I () bas w wto I () baB k trGitre I 
The procureur-syndic, Ralderer, advmoed towards the inlllll'
gents, and read to them that article of the law which permits 
that force should be repelled by force ; the national guards 
seconded him very feebly, and the audacity of the insurgents 
was redoubled. Rcederer returned to the ch&teau, and 
dealared to the royal family that there was no longer any 
aaf'ety for them but in the midst of the Legislative Assembly. 
" Oome, sir," said the queen to the king, offering him a pistol, 
" this is the moment to show yourself." Lollis XVI. re
mained silent ; a few moments after he gave the signal for 
departure, anci repaired to the hall of the Assembly, amidst 
the vociferations of the populace. V ergnjaud presided ; the 
king took a place beside him ; bat Chabot having reminded 
the Aasembly that they oould not deliberate in the presence 
of the king, Louis XVL and all his family paed behind the 
president, into the obaoure apartment of the logograpM. 

The e&ll&e of contention no lo:ager nbsisted after the 
departure of the king for tile Assembly ; a furious struggle, 
however, ensued between the Swi8a and the assailants, of 
whom the Marseillais aud the Bretoas formed the van : the 
audacious Westermann, an ancient adju~ant-sous-officier, \ r
directed the attack ; the Swiss, whom the first discharge 
had rendered masters of the Carron~~el, were driven back by 
the multitude, put to flight, and exterminated. This was 
the last day of the monarchy ; the new municipality came to 
have its powers rec6gnised in the Assembly,,pr,eiied~y: three 
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banners, upon which were these words, P~ lthercl, ~Glitl: 
ita spokesman tenninated his harangue by demanding the 
deposition of the king and a national convention. Vergniaud 
replied by proposing the convocation of an extraordinary 
.Assembly, the destitution of the ministers, and the supen
sion of the king. These sinister measures were approved of; 
the Girondin ministers were recalled to power ; Louis XVL 
was led to the Temple, and the 22nd of September was named 
for the opening of the. Assembly that was to decide the 
destinies of the nation. 

The coalesced army approached, and civil war was to be 
dreaded. La Fayette preferred renouncing his command to 
keeping up sanguinary contention in the heart of France, u 
such a. moment ; he paased the frontier with Bureau de Pusy, 
Ls.tour-Ma.ubourg, and Alexandre de La.meth ; being reoog· 
nised by the Austrian posts, he waa arrested, and confined 
by the emperor, first at Magdebourg and then at Olmut.z, in 
contempt of the law of nations : there he displayed noble 
courage and fortitude, during a cruel captivity of four years. 
His deliverance was only to be obtained at the price of some. 
retractations, and he remained in irons rather than renonnce 
the cause to which he had devoted his fortune and his life. 

The conquering party of the 1Oth of August proceeded in 
Paris to the establishment of its power by the most violen~ 
means ; it pulled down all the statues of the kings, abrogated 
the departmental directory, abolished the conditions reqUired 
by the law fbr becoming citizens, and thus opened free 8008fiiJ 
for the multitude into the government ; and the same party 
then demanded of the Assembly the establishment of an· 
extraordinary Aseembly, to tey those whom it styled the 
conspirators of the 1Oth of August. This tribunal wu 
established ; but ita justice appeared too slow for the terrible 
Commune, docile to the inspirations of Marat, Panis, Sergent, 
Jourdeuil, Collot d'Herbois, Billand-Varennes, and TallieD, 
and, above all, governed by the impetuous and formidable 
Danton, recently appointed minister of justice, and IJQ1'D&IIIIICi 
the MirolJeo;u. of the populace. 

The Prussia.ns, supported by thirty-six thousand Austrians 
and ten thousand Hessians, menaoed the northern frontier i 
six thousand French emigrants, under the prince de Cond~ 
marched in concert with them against France. The azmy of 
Sedan waa without a leader, and the invasion of ita enemies 
was rapid. Longwy, upon being invested by~them. capitu
lated; Verdun was bombarded; thencer4he~~ opmt 
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to Paris : terror prevailed in the capital, and, in the execu
tive council, it was already proposed to retire behind the 
Loire : Danton maintained with reason that France is in 
Paris, that they must make their stand there, at whatever 
cost, and terminated his speech by these ominous words : 
" My advice is, that to oonf(llllld agitators and stop the 
enemy, we mt.cnmake the '1'01/alw afraid." 

Numerous incarcerations were immediately ordered and 
made by the Commune, the prisoners being taken from the 
dissident classes of the nobility and the clergy ; regiments 
set ont for the frontier, whispered reports chilled the hearts 
of the citizens : the Commune was on the alert, and measures, 
were immediately taken by it for the levying in mass of the 
citizens. Vergniaud presented himself at this assembly, and 
pronounced these words : " It apptm8 that the plan of the 
enemy is to march straight upon the capital, leaving the strong 
places behind it untouched. Well, this plan will make our 
safety and produce their ruin. Our armies, though too weak 
to resist them, will be strong enough to harass their rear, 
and when they arrive, pursued by our battalions, they will 
find themselves in the presence of the Parisian army, drawn 
up in line of battle under the walls of the capital ; and, en
veloped on all sides, they will be devoured by that land which 
they have profaned. . • • Parisians, now is the time for the 
display of energy ! Why are not the intrenchments of the 
camp further advanced 1 where are the spade and the pickaxe 
which destroyed the altar of the federation, and made level 
the Champ de Mars 1 You have sung and celebrated liberty, 
you must now defend it I We have not now bronze or· 
marble kings to overthrow, but living kings, armed with all 
their power I I demand, then, that the National Assembly 
set the example and send a dozen commissaries, not to 
make speeches, but to work themselves, and dig and pick 
with their own hands in the face of all" This proposition 
was adopted unanimously. Danton followed Vergnis.ud, and 
proposed new measures : whilst he was speaking, the alarm
drum was heard, and a cannon was fired : " That cannon 
which you hear," exclaimed the fiery orator, " is not the 
cannon of a.larm, it is the charging step upon our enemies. 
What do we require to conquer and annihilate them 1 
Courage ! still courage ! ever courage ! " 

The news of the capture of Verdun anived at Paris in the 
night of the 1st to the 2nd of September, (l.ij.d fo!l ~a time 
created a perfect stupor ; the Communee"Sefzea~J58n this 
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moment to accomplish ita e:eorahle projects ; the tocsin was 
sounded, the ba.nien were closed, nd the :massacres of the 
prisons commenced. During three days, the unfortunate 
nobles a.nd priests recently confined in the Abbaye, the 
Conciergerie, the Clamles, and La. Force, were slaughtered by 
three hundred murderers, nh a hideous parody of judicial 
forms. Among the viceims, instances of noble resigDation 
and the most heroic devotion '\rere multiplied, whilst their 
exeoutioners exhibited aa mlllY acts of the most atrocious 
delirium. Skilful in inventing tortures for those even nom. 
their hands could not reach, they performed horrible aatlll'
nalia around the Temple, md held up to tAe wiadoWB of tlle 
royaJ prison, under the -rery eyes of the queen, the bloody 
head of her frieod, the umort.un&te priDoess de Lam.balle. 
The Assembly wiahed to cbeok these lll&8I801'eS, but it wu 
powerleeB. The mayor, P6tion, 'Wall IJIJII}lellded from his~ 
tiona; good eitizeDs groa.ned in terror, and. the Commune alone 
reigned in Paris. These horrible scenes did immeMe injury 
to the eauae of the revolution, and ita ferocious authors met 
with due chastisement. 

The Prustia.ns continued to advance: Dumomiez, appoiD1;ed 
to the command of the army upon the Moaelle, threw himsel( 
by an inspiration of genius, into the forest of Argonne, the 
only position in whioh he could stop tae enemy ; there he 
established his principal forces &t Grand-Pre a.nd the Islettes,. 
and wrote to the Assembly : "I.,. t.OaMittg for the P~; 
tAe t:laffltJJ of Grand-Pt-e mad t1tat tJjtlt6 IIIMtu Clr8 tile T~ 
f'1il« of Ff"(JM()6 ,· but I ilulll be more~ tNJn ~· 
The Prussia.ns were, in fact, obliged to 15Uspend their march. 
but an error committed by Dwnouriez constrained him to 
abandon his position a.nd faU back into the camp of Sainte 
Menehould, where .he oonoeotn.ted his faroes, and received the 
reinforcements which were brougJat to him: by Beurn011.ville 
-.d. Kellermann ; his army amounted to seventy thousand 
men. On the 20th of September the Pruaeians attacked 
Kellermann at Valmy, with the intention of cutting off the 
retreat of the French anny, whose warlike appearance intimi
dated the duke of Brunswick ; the action was reduced to a 
brisk cannonade, which was prolonged till night, and the 
honour of the day remained with the French. This first 
success, although otherwise of little importance, animated the 
French army, and gave it confidence in itself; it astonished 
the enemy, to whom the emigrants had spoken of this cam-
1laign as of a military promenade. The q~~ ~~ 
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was without magazines, and the season was becoming bad ; 
he promised to retire if the French would re-establish the 
constitutional king upon his throne. The executive council 
replied " th&t the French republic could not listen to any 
proposition before the Prussian troops had evacuated the 
territories of France." Brunswick ordered a retreat, which 
was begun to be effected on the 20th of September: The 
French re-entered Verdtm and Longwy, and the enemy 
pasaed the Rhine at Coblentz. Other BUooesses, on different 
pointe, U181"ked this campaign. Custine, on the Rhine, 
obtained possession of Trevee, Spire, and Mayence ; Montes-
quiou invaded Savoy, and Anselme, the county of Nice. The 
French armies resumed the offensive everywhere, and the 
revolution was victorioU& 
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CHAPTER L 
From the opening of the National Convention to the :l8ll of the 

Giron dins. 

20th September, 1792-Jnne, 1798. 

THE first act of the new Assembly, which took the name 
of the N allitnwJ, Oonwn.tion, w8s to abolish royalty and proclaim 
the republic ; it afterwards declared that it should date from 
the first year of the French republic. These measures were 
voted by unanimous acclamation ; but very quickly the two 
parties which had been formed at the end of the Legislative 
Assembly, recommenced a furious war, the issue of which was 
mortal to both. These two parties were that of the Giron dins, 
who sat on the right hand in the Assembly, and that of the 
Montagnards, who occupied the upper part of the left, from 
whence came the name by which they were designated. The 
first, commendable for their intelligence and the uprightness 
of their intentions, were sincerely republicans ; but in the 
volcanic state in which France then was, their disgust for the 
multitude, and their repugnance for violent means, pl~ 
them in a difficult position ; they had lost the assistance of 
the Constitutionalists without obtaining that of the democrats.· 
The Montagnards, less enlightened, less eloquent than the 
Girondins, were more :resolute and not at all scrupulous in 
the choice of means ; the Dl._C?st extreme democracy appeared 
to them to be the best of governments : their principal 
leaders were Danton, Robespierre, and Marat : the two last 
were particularly, and with reason, held 9ind h6iir.ov~~ the 
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Girondins. Robespierre, endowed with moderate talents, but 
devoured by envy and ambition, had till that time kept 
himself apart, speaking, whether in the Constituent, or in 
the Jacobina, where he reigned, or in the Convention, against 
all who had, by turns, obtained the ascendancy ; he aspired 
to the :first rank, and, IISIIOCia.ting the cause of his vanity with 
the popular passions, he triumphed over all superiority, by 
throwing upon it the then odious name of aristocracy and 
privilege ; he distinguished himself in the eyes of the multi
tude by the appearance of an austere patriotism, and captivated 
them by prodigally lavishing upon them the wealth and blood 
of the conquered. Marat, a furious fanatic, had made himself 
truly the apostle ofmw-der in his speeches and in his infamous 
journal The F'f"'imul of tk People : he preached the recourse to 
a dictatorship, in order to combat the enemies of the revo
lution, and the extermination 1m ma888 to get rid of them. 
These two leaders, worthy of each other, had ah-eady left far 
behind them Danton and his partisans, who would have 
wished to stop in the career of murder at the massacres of 
September. The Girondins prevailed in the Assembly over 
their rivals, and the departments were favourable to them ; 
but the Commune of Paris was devoted to the Montagnards, 
who, by means of it, disposed of the insurrections, by the 
J acobins of the public mind, and of the faubourgs and 
sections by the ~- A third party, without 
a pronounced opinion and without system, floated between 
the two others,-this was that of La Plaine or Le MMais. 
It was composed of men for the most part well inten
tioned, but destitute of character ; they voted for the 
Gironde, and gave that party the majority as long as they 
had nothing to fear for themselves ; terror then threw them 
into the opposite ranks. 

The Girondins, and among others the energetic Ba.rbarou.x, 
leader of the Marseillais, accused Robespierre of aiming at a 
tyranny ; this accusation, ill sustained, fell back upon Marat, 
who, every day, promoted fresh massacres: he wished to 
iustify himself ; his appearance at the tribune excited a move
ment of horror, and when this atrocious man, perfectly 
unmoved, said : "I have a great number of personal enemies 
in this Assembly. "All/ all !" was the general cry ; and yet 
this attack produced no consequences. That against Robespierre 
was deferred for some days : "Nobody," said he, "will d4re to 
aCC'Uis me to myfv.ce." "/will," cried Louvet; and, E shingto the 
tribune, he assailled Robespierre with astoundingj'ilii'Jftlfmedi-



526 BA.'ITLE OF JIMliAPB8. [.LD.l792. 

tated eloquence, prefacing eaeh fresh enumeration of crime& 
with this redoubtable formula : "&butpierrl, I aceuas ~ita 1• 
The future tyrant would have been vanqllisl!ed t1lat day; bnfo 
1le asked for a week to prepare hia defen.ee ; lae obtamed i~ 
and the order of tile day ~ted this eontest. It was in 
this manner that the Gi:rondins, by their attacks, themaelvea 
augmented the importance of their ad"n~n~Briea ; they were 
not aware that they must cou.quer aad aush them, Ullder the 
penalty of perishisg themaelves. Powerless aga.iDst the Com- · 
mune, they still furlher abandoned the clnb of the J aeobins 
to their enemies, and irritated the popalace of Paris by 
reqairing that~ guard of the .Asseably shoald be confided 
to a body drawn from the departments. From .ms· circum
atanee they obta.i:ned the name of .-, Fedenlists, wUh tile 
reproach of wishing to raise the pronncea against t1ta c:apltal, 
whi~ the Montagnards were promo&.g the unity aad 
indivisibility of the republic. 

The French arms were trilllllpbant in lWgi:oa. General 
Clairf&it had joined Duke Albert befOt"e Mons, and ~ 
united umies covered the heights above the villagea of 

• Jemmapes, Cuesmes, md Berlaimont. The position of the 
Austrians, defended by n11JJlei'01JS aha~ • neep declivities, 
woods, fourteen redoubts, and a powerful artillery, appeared. 
impregnable. Their caval.ry, posted btmreen the hills, panieu
larly betweeen J emmapes and Cueemes, was in :readilaess 0 
pour down upon the French eol.lDDliS aa 110011 as the tire &om 
the batteries should have shaken them. Dumouriez formed 
his army into a half-circle parallel witla tke enemy : Goerals f 
Ferrand and Beurnonville commenced. the attack by the 
wings. The left of the French made the enemy give grou.d, 
and Dumouriez immediately brought forward me ceJt.tre upoa 
J emma pes. His infantry advanced in close columns lUlder a 
severe me ; but at this moment the Austri&n ca.T&lry was 
put in motion : a French brigade was driven back by this 
movement, and exposed, ou the right, the ilank of their 
columns. The attack was about to fail, when yov.ng Baptiste 
Renard, a limple domestic of Dumouriez's, spraug fonrani, 
signalled the danger, and brought back the brigade to the face 
of the enemy. The alarm had reached the attackiztg battalions 
of the centre, and they began to waver before the murderous 
fire of the batteries ; but the duke de Chartres rallied them; 
he gathered round him a gallant, chosen troop, and restored 

* Trees felled and fil.stened together, to impede th -pr~ of an 
en8D1)"8 lll'llly.-n-. D'g't"ed by 0 0 g1e 
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the fight. Dumouriez h.aak11.ed to the right at the moment 
the intrepid Dampiene W1l8 iilli:ag upon an Au.strian redoubt; 
he collected some scattered b&tb.lioos, repulsed the enemy's 
cavalry, and, sounding the :Ma.neil1aiee at the head of his 
battalioDB, bore down upon the A1111trian :intreDChmenis, 
overthrew them, ad carried the village of Cuesmes. The 
battle was won, the Austrians "Are drivea baek beyond the 
Boer, and the conquering geuer&l entered Brussels on the 
14th, whilst his lieuteatmta iook poeaession of Namur and 
Antwerp. The whole of Belgium was subdued. 

From tha.t time divisions oommeneed bellween the con
quermg Thuaouriez aad tJae J acobins. These 1a.tter fell upon 
the conquerecl prorinces as upon t1aeir prey. The Flemings 
had received ihe i'rac:h wiill enthUI!Iiaam and as liberators, 
the Jaoobms qu:ic:kly alienated them br dmiDiDg them by
reqnisitiou aad giTing them up to an adieus anarchy. T~ 
indignant Dumauriez repaired to P~ with the double 
purpose of represaing their violences and saving LoUs XVL 
h both his efibrta proTed po~ 

The nnforiunate monat'Ch had I.guished four months in 
the tower of the Temple, with the queen, lis 'Yirtuous sister 
Madame Elizabeth, and his two chilihe:a, dividing his time 
'hetween the pleaaing distmction of their edoea.tion and read
mg. The Commune exercised a cruel watchfW.neas over the 
captives, and steeped their hard lot in all the bittemt'BS they 
could add to it. T1te discul!lion upon the trial of the king 

" was opened in the Convention on the 12t:h. of November ; 
I the principal charges against Louis XV L were founded upon 

the papers discovered at the Tuileries, in an iron chest, the 
secret of which had been Wti.cated to the m.iD.ister Roland. 
h it we:re found all the plots and all the intrigues of the 
court against the revolution, as well as the arrangements 
with Mira.beau and General Bouill6 : other papers found iD 
.the office of the civil lisi, likewiM, appeared to prove that 
Louis had not always been a stranger to the movements 
made by the powers of Europe in his favour. But, as king, 
the constitution declared his person inviolable ; besides, he 
was deposed, and could not be condemned but in contempt 
ef all laws, for acts which hall been perfoJ1IDed anterior to 
his deposition. The Montagnards themselves felt the ille
gality of the proceedings carried on against him. Robes
pierre, by insisting upon his daa.th, rejected all forms as 
false, and, with Saint Just, admitted nothing but re~ns of 
state. " What," said the latter, " what cmust, ~ot. ~~~ 
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citizens and friends of liberty among us fear, on seeing the 
axe tremble in your hands, and a people respect the memory 
cf its cbaius on the first day of its liberty t" The Montagne,* 
by promoting with inveteracy the condemnation of the king, 
wished to triumph over the Gironde, which had openly 
manifested a desire to save him. The great majority of the 
Assembly persisted in the intention of subjecting this great 
trial to judicial forms, and Louis XVL, already separated 
from his family, appeared as an accu.sed. person before the 
Convention, which he did not exoept against. His deportment 
was firm and noble, his answers precise, affecting, and almost 
always victorious. Upon being led back to the Temple, he 
demanded a defender, and named Target a.ud Tronchet. The 
:first refused ; the venerable Malesherbes offered himself in 
his plaoe, and wrote to the Conv!pltion ·these memorable 
words: "I have been twioe called to the councils of him 
who was my master, in times when that function was 
ambitioned by everybody : I owe him ~he same service, when 
it is a function which many people think dangerous." His 
request, by which Louis XVI. was ·-deeply affected, was 
granted. When he saw him, he pressecl him in his arms, 
and exclaimed, with tears in his eyes : " You are risking 
your own life, and cannot save mine." Tronchet and Malee
herbes immediately prepared for his defence, and took as a 
colleague D~e, who pronounced it, and ended his pathetic 
pleading by these solemn and true words : " Louis, on 
ascending the throne at the age of twenty years, brought to 
it the example of morals, justice, and economy ; he brought 
to it no weakneBS, no corrupting passion ; he was the con
stant friend of the people. The people wished that a disas
trous impost should be destroyed, Louis destroyed it ; the 
people wished for the abolition of servitude, Louis abolished 
it ; the people selected reforms, he made .them ; the people 
wished ~ change the laWs, he consented to it ; the people 
wished that millions of Frenchmen should 1-ecover their 
rights, he restored them to them ; the people wished for 
liberty, he gave it to them. The glory cannot be denied to 
Louis of having met the wishes of the people by his sacri
fices ; and it is he whom it has been proposed to you to !-
Citizens, I do not :finish, I stop before history ; remember 
that it will sit in judgment upon your judgment, and that 
its sentence will be that of ages." Louis XVL went out 

• The party of the Montagnards was termed the Monta!ro i. that 
of the Girondins, Gironde. o'g''"ed by ~ocrg e 
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with his defenders, and immediately a violent storm arose 
in the Assembly. The indignant La.njuina.is rushed to the 
tribune, and demanded the abrogation of the proceedings ; 
he cried aloud that the hour of ferocious men was past ; 
that the Assembly must not be dishonoured by making it 
sit in judgment upon Louis XVI. ; that nobody in France 
had the right to do so ; that if the Assembly wished to 
act as a. political body, it could only adopt measures of 
safety against the ci-devar.t king ; but that if it pretended 
to act as a tribunal, it departed from all principles, for it 
was judging the conquered by the conqueror himself, since 
most of the members present had owned themselves con
spirators of the lOth of August. At this expression a 
frightful tumult arose : cries of "Order I order I to the 
.Abbayel to the .Alibo,yel" resounded from all sides; but 
Lmjuina.is, intrepid and calm, added : " Better die a thousand 
times than condemn, against all laws, even the most abomi
nable of tyrants." A crowd of orators succeeded to La.n
juinais ; Saint Just inflamed the hatred of the enemies of 
the unfortunate prince, by representing him, with hypo
critical mildness, under the most odious colours. Rabaud 
Saint Etienne, a. Protestant minister, who had already hon
ourably distinguished himself as a member of the Constituent, 
in his turn declared himself indignant at the accumulation 
of powers assumed by the Convention. " As for me," said 
he, " I am tired of my portion of despotism, I am tormented 
by the tyranny which I exercise as my part, and I sigh for 
the moment in which you will have created a tribunal which 
will make me lose the forms and the appearance of a. tyrant. 
You seek for political reasons ;-these reasons are to be 
found in history. The people of London, who had been so 
eager for the death of their king, were the first to curse his 
judges, and to prostrate themselves before his successor. They 
crowded to assist at their punishment. People l1f Paris I 
Parliament of France! do you hear me 1" The fierce and 
gloomy Robespierre then appeared, and said in a tone of 
malignity and passion : " The last proof of devotion that we 
owe to our country, is to stifle in our hearts every movement 
.of sensibility." He launched out in invectives, and indulged 
in the most perfidious insinuations against the deputies of 
the Gironde, who, in this critical moment, preserved a pro
found silence ; as for him, he would give utterance to his 
whole mind : he de~anded tha~ Louis X~. shopld .be 
condemned, he required that his blood 'e ilhoufclOBee spilt. 

.2 K 
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These stormy debates continued Quring three days ; at 
length Vergniaud came forward to speak, Vergniaud, the 
greatest orator of the Girondin party ; and he waa listened to 
in profound silence. He advocated an appeal to the people ; 
he repelled with scom the perfidious insinuations of Robee
pierre ; and he predicted all the dangers which would result 
to France from a precipitate condemnation : " The powers 
of Europe," said he, " only await this pretext to fall all 
together upon France : they will be conquered without 
doubt, the heroism of French soldiers is a so.re guarantee of 
that ; but victory even will demand a great increase of 
eftbrts and expenses. What gratitude will the country owe 
you for having performed in its name, and in contempt of its 
ill-undentood sovereignty, an act of vengeance which will 
become the cause or the pretext of events so calamitous t 
The social body, fatigued by the attacks made upon it from 
without, by al'med enemies and by factions witlrin, will sink 
into a mortal languor. Beware lest, in the midst ol na 
t1iumphs, France do not resemble those famous monlltDe1liis 
which in Egypt have conquered even time : the stranger 
who passes them is astonished at their grandeur ; if he 
wishes to enter them, what does he find '1-Jnanimate a.sAes 
and the silence of the tomb ! " Vergniaud asked if it were 
not to be feared that the people would then attribute all 
evils to the Convention : " Who will assure me," continuecl 
he, " that to the seditious cries of anarchical turbulence, 
there would not rally the aristocracy thirsting for vengeance, 
misery anxious for change, and the pity even which inveterate 
prejudices will excite for the fate of Louis XVI. t Who 
will guarantee that from that tempest in which we shall see 
issue from their dens the slaughterers of the 2nd of Sep
tember, you will not haVe presented to you, all covered with 
blood, and aa a liberator, that ~jendt:r, that leader that is 
said to be so necessary t A leader ! ah ! if such were their 
audacity, he would only appear to be instantly pierced wi\11 
a thousand wounds. But to what horrors would not Paris 
be given up 7 Who would dwell in a city over which 
reigned terror and death ¥ What hands could wipe away 
your tears, and carry succour to your despairing families t 
Would you go to seek those false friends, those perfidious 
flatterers who would have precipi11ated you into the abyas t 
Ah, shun them, rather ! dread their reply ! I will tell you 
what it would be. You would ask bread of them, and tlley 
would say to you: 'Go and dispute with cthe~t(g lme 
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bloody fragments of the flesh of the victims you haTe 
'Jlaughtered ! or-Do you want blood, take it ; here is some; 
-blood and cal'C888eS ; we have no other food to offer you ! ' 
Yon shudder, citizens I 0 my country ! I implore you, 
respond to the efforts I make to save you in this deplorable 
crisis!" 

The impression produced by this prophetic speech was 
profound, and the divided Assembly hesiU.ted: Brissot, 
Gensonne, P6tion, suppmted the appeal to the people ; Bar~ 
me opposed it : his cautilous smoothness, his cold and cruel 
logic, abounding in specious reasons, triumphed over the 
eloquence of V ergniaud. The close of the discussion was 
pronounced, and the nominal appeal was fixed for the 14th 
of January. Three questions were submitted to the vote: 
1M etdpabilily, the ~ to 1M peopk, amd the pts-tli6lrrMm. 
Fusions rendered them blind and implacable, and a unani~ 
mous vote declared Louis guilty. The appeal to the people 
waa scouted; there then only remained the question of what 
ptmishment should be inflicted. The agitation in Paris waa 
awful ; a fwi.ous multitude surrounded the doors of the 
.Al!aembly, uttering the most hideous threats against those 
who were inclined to clemency. A great number of the 
members became intimidated ; V ergniaud ~lf, who pre
sided, felt the cc:ntrage he had evinced on the preceding days 
iW him, and he bl.l8ely voted for death. At length, after 
forty hours of nominal appeal, he pronounced, in an agitated 
voice, the result of the scrutiny. Of seven hundred and 
twenty voters, death was decreed by a majority of twenty~ 
six voices. The defenders of Louis XVI., Deseze and 
Tronchet, protested against the sentence; Malesherbes wished 
to speak, but sobs atiiled his voice. The proposition for 
delay was rejected, and, two daya later, by a majority of three 
hundred and nine&y voices against three hundred and ten, it 
was decreed that on the mor:row, the 21st of January, the 
guilty sentence should receive its execution. 

Louis requested to be allowed to have a priest, and named 
the abb6 Edgeworth of Firmont. This request was granted. 
M. Edgeworth came to the Temple, and as soon as he saw 
the king, would have thrown himself at his feet : Louis raised 
him, and received him in his arms. The unfortunate prince 
was permitted to have a last interview with his :&.mily ; but 
the municipal oflicen being unwilling to lose sight of him for 
~ Bingle instant, insisted that the !nterview ~Ollld ta)te placo 
m an apartment the door of which was''glaZEidlCQ!f:would 

2 H 2 
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give them an opportunity of seeing all that passed. LouisXYL 
entered this room at eight o'clock, and walked about in great 
anxiety whilst waiting for the beings who were so dear to 
him. At halt-past eight a door opened, and the queen 
appeared, leading the young dauphin by the hand, and fol
lowed by Madame Elizabeth and Madame Royale ; uttering 
heart-felt cries and sobs, they threw themselves into the arms 
of the king. 4fter a long and painful conversation, the king 
arose, and put an end to this cruel acene by promising to see 
his family again the next day. Notwithstanding this pro
mise, which was doomed never to be accomplished, the adieux 
were heart-rending. Louis tore himself from these poignant 
emotions, and returned alone to the abM Edgeworth, and 
with him recovered his calmness and resignation. He thought 
of nothing but preparing himself for death. Towards mid
night he went to bed and slept. Olery, his fait}lful and only 
servant, remained standing by him, contemplating the peace
ful sleep of his master on the eve of execution. At five 
o'clock in the morning the king awoke ; Ol6ry lit the fire, 
and made an altar of the commode. The abb6 Edgeworth 
said mass : Louis, on his knees, received the communion from 
the hands of the priest, and arose with the courage of the 
Christian &Ild the just man. The drum already began to 
sound in Paris, and the sections took their arms. At eight 
o'clock, Santerre, with a deputation from the Commune, from 
the department, and the criminal tribunal, repaired to the 
Temple. The king prepared to set out ; he spared himsel£ 
and his family another separation, which would have been 
more horrible than that of the preceding day ; he charged 
Cl6ry to convey his adieux to his wife, his children, and his 
sister ; he sent to them by him some of his ha.ir, and some 
jewels, and presented his testament to one of the municipal 
officers ; then, with calmness he gave the signal for departure. 
A line of armed men was placed on each side of the way to 
the Place de la ~volution, and everywhere, 88 the fatal 
carriage passed, a profound silence was preserved. At half
past ten Louis XVI. arrived at the Place de la ~volution. 
A vast space was left vacant round the scaffold, cannons were 
ranged and pointed, and federates in arms kept back the im
mense crowd of a vile populace, who, at the sight of their 
victim, uttered ferocious cries. The king undressed ~ 
and as he hesitated at allowing his hands to be tied by the 
e~ecutioner, the abb6 Edgeworth looked at him and !!pid : 
" Suffer this outrage 88 a last resemblance cwith,u;~lWho 
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is about to be your reward." Louis resigned himself ; he 
allowed himself to be bound and led to the scaffold. When 
there, separating himself suddenly from the executioners, and 
addressing the multitude : " I die innocent," said he ; " I 
pardon my enemies; and you, tmfortunate people ! . • ." A 
rolling of the dnuns drowned his voice, the executioners laid 
hold of him : " Son of St. Louis," exclaimed the abb6 Edge
worth, "ascend to Heaven I" and, the instant afterwards, 
Lonis XVI. had ceased to live. 

Thus perished, on the 21st of January, after a reign of 
eighteen years, one of the kings who had done most honour 
to the throne by their virtues ; he had the uprightness of 
intention necessary to commence useful reforms, but he 
wanted the strength of character indispensable for carrying 
them out, or for directing the revolution and bringing it safely 
to port. His death is a great crime, of which France was not 
the accomplice, but of which, notwithstanding, she bore the 
punishment. It increased the perils of the revolution ten
fold, irritated the fury of the various parties, and its earliest 
cha..crtisements fell upon its principal authors. The Girondins 
would have wished to save Louis XVI., but they did not 
dare to undertake his defence openly : they dreaded the name 
of counter-revolutionists, Ol' of the accomplices of tymnts, 
under which their enemies designated them, and many even, 
V ergniaud among the rest, in spite of themselves, gave a 
pledge of their devotion to the revolution by voting foT the 
death of the king without delay : they were the victims of 
their culpable weaknesses. The iniquity of the death of 
Louis XVL, by multiplying the dangers an~und the Conven
tion, drew it into a new tram of furies and violences, in 
which it became impossible mr it to stop. We shall see that 
in this manner every new crime committed by this famons 
Assembly brought new enemies around .it, and constrained it 
to redouble its cruel and tynmnical measures, to enable it to 
combat them : it is only thns that the historical fatality of 
the events of the revolution can be admitted or understood. 
~ after J emma pes, the life of Lonis XVL had been the 
pledge of peace between France and Europe, who can venture 
to say that the atrocious dictatorship of the Committ-ee of 
Public Safety would have become indispensable for the salva
tion of the countl'y 1 

After the awful crime of the 21st of January, indignant 
Europe flew to arms with one accord. The French revolu
tion from that time had to reckon ameng ,its,declareglenemier 
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·England, Holland, Spain, all the Germanic Clonfedel"&tion, 
Bavaria, Swabia, the Elector Palatine, Naples, the Holy See, 
and then RUBBia ; and, almost at the same time, La Vendee 
rose threatening and formidable. It became necessary to 
contend with, in addition to enemies at home, 350,000 of 
the best troops in Europe, which were .d~cing upon all 
the frontiers of the republic.· In order to face these perils, 
Danton and the Montagnards, who had choaen him as their 
leader, excited by speeches and insurrections the enthusiasm 
and fa.ns.ticism of the people, in the name of lihmy, equality, 
Mid fratemitg, and kept them in this state of violent crisis 
in order to employ their passions and their furies. It was 
Danton who caused the despotism of the multitude to be 
established under the name of the Revolu.tionary Govern
ment. A levy of 300,000 men 1V88 ordered, and an extra
ordinary tribunal of nine members was created, destined to 
punish the enemies of the revolution in the interior, whoee 
sentences were to be without appeal. The Girondins com
bated the idea of such an arbitrary and redoubtable institu
tion, but their resistance was useless : sQgma.tized with the 
name of intriguers and enemies of the people, their ruin was 
already resolved upon. Ma.rat and Robespierre excited the 
multitude aga.inst them to the last degrees of violence, and 
the project of assassinating them all in a noctu.rnal insurrec
tion was conceived at the J acobins and the Cordeliers ; but 
it miscarried. The next day V ergniaud aacended the tribune, _ 
and denounced these murderous projects: " We mareh," 
cried he, " from crimes to amnesties, and from amnesties to 
crimes. A great number of citizens have come to the point 
of confounding seditious insurrections with the great insur
l.'eCtion of liberty, of considering the exploits of brigands as 
the explosions of energetic minds I Citizens, it is greatly to 
be feared, that the revolution, like Saturn, will devou.r all its 
children sucoessively, and engender deapotism with all the 
ea.lamities that accompany it." Prophetic, but impotent 
words! 

The insurrection of La Vendee redoubled the audacity of 
the J acobins. Partial troubles had already broken out in that 
part of Brittany and Poitou, almost covered with woods, 
without roads and without trade, where the want of industry, 
by impeding the development of the middle class, closed all 
access to intelligence. Ancient ma.nnerawerethere kept up with 
the prejudices and customs of feudalism; th.e pc:pulation of 
the fields there dwelt in a state of submissi,!)n ,toth'~;Jliests 
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and their nobles; and none of these had emigrated. The requi
sition of the three hundred thousand men produced a general 
insurrection in La Vendee, the first; leaders of which were 
Oathelineau, a carrier, Charette, an officer of the marine, and 
Btoffiet, a gamekeeper. Nine hundred communes rose at the 
f!Ound of the tocsin, and the noble leaders Bonchamps, Lesoure, 
!&roche-Jacquelin, D'Elbee, and Talmont joined them and 
seconded the movement with energy. They beat the troops 
of the line and the national guanls that were sent out against 
them. Everything gave way before the intrepid impetuosity 
of the V endean peasants : although destitute of arms, they 
posseaaed themselves of artillery by precipitating themselves 
upon the cannons that were thundering against them. It 
was thus that the republican generals M&ro6, Gauvilliers. 
Gu6tineau, and Ligonnier were overthrown, one after the 
other. The V endeana, conquerors and masters of several 
p1aoes, formed three corps of from ten to twelve thoullllolld 
men each : the first, under Boncha.mps, occupied the banks 
of the Loire, and received the na.me of tM umy of ..4. njou; 
the second, under D'Elbee, in the centre, was called 1M grand 
fll'm1J; the third formed the army called cia Ma,ra,U (fens 
or manhes), under (,'harette, and occupied the lower Vendee. 
A council of operations was established, md Cathelineau was 
procla.imed generalia:imo. This formidable rising provoked in 
the Convention ~ of increased severity against the 
priests and nobles ; all who took put in a gathering were · 
pronounoed outlaws, the property of emigrants was confia.. 
eated, and the revolutionary tribunal enWed upon its terrible 
functions. 

Another enemy then declared himael£ Dumouriez, after 
an UD8Qccessful invasion of Holland, had recently lost the 
battle of N erwin de, against the prinoe of Coburg, commander
in-chief of the Austrians, and had been obliged to evacuate 
Belgium. For a long time at open war with the J aoobins, be 
dreamt of destroying them and nHIIItabliahing the constitu
tional monarchy: after the defeat of Nerwinde, being more 
than ever the object of their furious attacks, he meditated a 
defection, and the project of marching upon Paris in concert 
with the Austrians. It is to be presumed that his intention 
was to bring about the coronation of the young duke de 
Chartres, who was then in his camp, and had distinguished 
himself at the battles of Valmy and J emma pes. He promised 
the Austria.na several st.rong places as a guarantee; but he 
failed in his attempts to get possession ot ,~fl~d~ an~~pleted 
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his exposure to the eye of the Convention. This assembly, 
when informed of his projects, immediately summoned him to 
its bar, and, upon his refusal to appear, sent the minister of 
war and four deputies, Camus, Quinette, I.e.ma.rque, and 
Bancal, with orders to bring him before them, or to arrest 
him in the midst of his army. Dumouriez gave them all up 
to the Austrians ; but he had presumed too much upon the 
affection his troops bore him: republican enthusiasm increased 
among the soldiery, and Dumouriez's army abandoned him ~ 
be had then no other resource but to pass into the enemy's. 
camp. 

The Girondins, in condemning Dumouriez, had shown as 
much energy as the Montagnards; they were, nevertheless, 
accused of complicity with him. V ergniaud, Brissot, Guadet, 
Gensonnli, and Plition, became particularly objects of the 
atrocious persecutions of Robespierre and Mamt : they 
enjoyed a moment of vigour, and dragged Marat before the 
revolutionary tribunal ; but he was acquitted, and borne in 
triumph into the Assembly. After that the Sans-culottes 
~pied the avenues of the Chamber and the tribunes. 
Guadet, for the purpose of emancipating the Assembly from 
'the Jacobins and the Commune, proposed energetic m~ 
'such as the dissolution of the municipality and the meeting 
of the Convention at Bourges-Barr~re caused a middle term 
to be adopted, and the Assembly created a committee of 
twelve members, charged with watching the Commune, and 
arresting the authors of plots laid against the national repre
sentation. A war to the death, and fatal to the Gironde, was 
immediately oommenced between that party and the munici
pality. The commission of the Twelve at first spread terror 
in the Commune by the arrest of the infamous Hlibert, ita 
substitute, the author of the execrable paper of the Pere 
Duchesne, whom they seized in the bosom of the municipality. 
The J acobins, the Cordeliers, and the Sections placed them
selves in permanence and organized a formidable insurrection; 
Danton directed them. An immense multitude marched 
to the Assembly; the deputies, when introduced, boldly 
demanded the liberty of Hebert and the suppression of the 
Twelve. The Girondins resisted, but the Montagnards and 
the Sans-culottes of the tribunes broke forth against them in 
vociferations and threats ; the sitting was carried on in fright
~ disorder ; at length, in the middle of the night, amidst 
cnes and tumult, the petitioners being mixed with th& 
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Montagnards on the same benches, voted the cassation of the 
Twelve, and the enlargement of the prisoners. 

This sentence was revoked the next day. The Commune, 
the J acobins, the Sections were again in commotion ; Robes
pierre, Marat, D111ton, Chaumette, and Pache, the mayor of 
Paris, united torenderthis second insurrection more formidable 
than the preceding one. Henriot commanded the armed 
force ; forty sous per diem were promised to the Sans-culottes 
as long as they should be under arms ; the alarm-gun was 
fired, the tocsin was sounded, and they marched toW&rds the 
Convention. The palace of the Tuileries, where the Con
vention sat, was blockaded, and all free deliberation rendered 
impossible. Then Barrera and the Committee of Public 
Safety, to whom the creation of the Twelve was due, demanded 
their suppression, and it was definitively Jlronounced. This. 
satisfied Danton, but was not enough for Robespierre, Marat, 
and the Commune. "We must not leave the people to grow 
oool !" said a Jacobin deputy. Henriot placed the armed 
force at the disposal of the club·; the arrest of the Girond.in 
deputies was determined on. Marat himself sounded the 
tocsin, Henriot commanded the movement, and, on the 2nd 

I' '~'df .J~ eighty thousand men in arms surrounded the 
Convention. The intrepid Lmjuinais rushed towards the 
tribune, and amidst furious and vociferous interruptions, 
denounced the projects of the factions. " Paris is pure," cried 
he, " Paris is good ; but Paris is oppressed by tyrants who 
thirst for blood and domination." He concluded by proposing 
that all the revolutionary authorities of the capital should b& 
put an end to. The insurgent petitioners entered at the 
same instant, and demanded his arrest and that of his col
leagues. A violent debate began, when the deputy Lacroix 
rushed into the hall, complaining of the outrages he had 
received from the multitude, and declaring that the Con
vention was not free. The Montagnards themselves became 
indignant, and Danton cried out that the outraged national 
majesty must be avenged : the Convention arose in a body, 
and set forward with its president at its head. On the Place 
du Carrousel they· met Henriot, on horseback with his sabre 

· in his hand : " What do the public require ~" said the presi
dent H~rault de Bechelles ; " the Convention has no object 
but their welfare." "The people have not assembled to hear 
speeches," replied Henriot ; "they demand that twenty-four 
guilty persons be given up to them." "Let all of us be given 

o;g;,;,ed by Goog I e 
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up," shouted the deputies. Henriot ordered his cumou 
to be pointed against them, and the Convention retreated. 
Surrounded on all sides, the members of the Convention 
returned dish.eari.ened to their hall, unable to prevent the 
arrest of the proecribed, and llarat, actillg as a dictator, 
exercised authority over the fAte of all Twenty-four illus
trious Girond.ina were placed in a state of an-est in their own 
houses by order ofthe .Assembly, and the satisfied multitude 
dispersed. From that day the Girondin party lost all power, 
and a free Convention no longer existed. 

CHAPTER lL 

From t.he fall of the Girondina to that of Robespierre.-2nd June, 1793 
-27t.h July, 1794 (9 Thermidor, an 2). 

TBE Girondins P~n, Barbarowr:, Guadet, Louvet, Ba.ot, 
and L&njuinais, took advantage of the indignation excited in 
France by the events of the 3lat of May and the 2nd of 
June, and attempted to raise the deparlment& Claen became 
the centre of insurrection in the north : Brittany took part 
in it, a.nd the insurgents, under the name of the ..4.88MJ~bly cd 
1M deput;ies mae at Oaen, formed an army commanded by 
General Wimpfen, and prepared to march upon Paris. It 
was from this party came the heroic Charlotte Corday, a 
young girl endowed with a generous mind, as intrepid as 
she was enthusiastic. Indignant at the frightful evils heaped 
upon France and the cal18e of liberty by monsters, she 
imagined that she should render an immeuse service to her 
country by delivering it of llrlan.t, the moat atrocious of 
them all ; she poniarded him in his bath, and died upon the 
scaffold with the noblest firmness. But the horrible system 
of llrlan.t did not perish with him : the violent situation of 
the republic had set the sanguinary passions « the multi
tude in a state of fermentation ; the ••ssinet.ed Marat 
became a god for them ; his remains were borne in triumph 
to the Pantheon, and in all popular societies his bust was 
placed by the side of that of the Conventional Lepelletier . 
Saint Fargeau, whom one of the body-guards, named P£ris, 
had punished for his regicide vote by assassinating him. 

The dangers of the Convention, however, incressed daily : 
the principal cities of the kingdom, and more than sixty 
departments, were in a.nlls. A fanatiQ&l,d ~ain7gham.ed 
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Chilier, in emulation of Marat, had endeavoured to renew 
at Lyons the proscriptions of the Commune of Paris ; a 
contest commenced, the municipality was taken by assault 
by the Sections, and ChAlier WBB decapitated. Lyons, how
ever, was still obedient to the Convention ; but, after the 
2nd of June, it declared against it ; twenty tbousand men 
took up arms within its walls. Mareeilles rose at the same 
time ; Toulon, Nismes, Monta.uban followed its example, and 
everywhere in theae cities the royalists took part in the 
movement : they called in the English at Toulon, into which 
port Admiral Hood entered, proclaiming Louis XVIL Bor
deaux likewise revolted in favour of tbe proecribed of the 
2nd of June. The inmrrection extended to Brittany, the 
V endeans were masters of Bressuire, .A.rgentan, and ThouiU'S : 
forty thoasand men under Catbelineau, Lescure, Stoftlet and 
Laroohe-Jaoquelin, carried Samnur and Angers, and threw 
themselves upon Nantes. The situation of the republic was 
not more consolatory with regard to it.B foreign enemies : all 
OODOOl'd was at an end betwi!en its generals, for the most 
piorl Girondins, and the Montagnards the conqueron of the 
Convention. In vain Custine was appointed to the anny of 
the North ; Mayenne capit.lated after an admirable resist
ance, which procured it.B defenders the glorious surname of 
the .Mayen.r;aM. The enemy took Valenciennes and Conde; 
the frontiers were broken in, and the discouraged anny 
retired behiM the Sca.rpe, the last defensive position between 
it and Paris. 

The Convention l'ei!Olved to face boldly all the perils which 
its own ex0e811e8 had drawn upon France : in a few hours it 
voted a oonstitution which established the pure government 
of the multitude, and which, acknowledged by its authon1 
themselves to be impracticable in a time of general war, 
was Sll8JM!Dded till peace. The deputies of the forty-four 
thousand municipalities of France, when heard at the bar of 
the Convention, demanded the &rreSt of all the suspected 
parties, and the levy en tniJBH of the people. "Let us com
ply with their wish," cried Danton. " It is by cannon-balls 
we mWJt malta known our constitution to our enemies ! 
·This is the instant at which we should swear that we will 
devote ounelves to death, or that we will arurihila.te tyrants." 
The oath was taken, and Ba.rrere, in the name of the Com
mittee of Public Safety, soon proposed energetic measures. 
" The young men," said he, " will fight ; married men will 
forge the arms, and proride for their subsistence ;Cth-qbmen 
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will make clothes for the soldiers, and attend the wounded ; 
the children shall make lint of old linen ; and the old men 
shall be carried to public places, to inflame the courage of 
our warriors, and propagate hatred to kings and the unity of 
the republic. National houses shall be converted into bar-
racks, public places into workshops. The republic is no
thing but one great besieged city ; France must be nothing 
but one Vll8t camp." These measures were adopted : aH 
young men, from eighteen to twenty-five, were put under 
arms, and France soon had on foot fourteen armies and 
twelve hundred thousand soldiers. Terror was employed to 
get them together and provide for their subsistence ; violent 
and multiplied demands were made upon the middle classes; 
-they were obliged to contribute under pain of death : the 
law against suspected persons was carried rigorously into 
effect ; and France, which was transformed into a camp for 
one party, became a prison for the others. Commerce and 
the bourgeoisie furnished the prisoners, and were placed, as 
well as the authorities, under the surveillance of the multi
tude, represented by the clubs, whom the Convention wished 
to attach to its cause by every means. Every indigent person 
received forty sous per diem for &SBisting at the 88Sembly of 
his section ; certificates of citizenship were given out, and 
every section had its revolutionary committees. By these 
violent means the Convention triumphed over its enemies : 
the army of Calvados was put to il.ight at Vernon, and there 
was a solemn retraction on the part of the insurgents at 
Caen ; Toulon, Bordeaux, and Lyons fell successively before 
the arms of the republic. La Vend~ alone, in the name of 
the altar and the throne, maintained for a long time still an 
inveterate and terrible struggle. Repulsed in their attack 
upon Nantes, where they lost the intrepid Cathelineau, the 
Yendeans fell back behind the Loire, and beat successively 
the republican generals Biron, &ssignol, and Canclaux. At 
length, seventeen thousand men, of the ancient garrison ot 
Ma.yence, reputed the best troops in the army, were trans
ported into La Vendee ; Kleber commanded them. I.e
chelle was named generalissimo, and the royalists, after 
having conquered Kleber and the Mayenc;ais in a battle, 
experienced four consecutive defeats at Ch&tillon and Chollet ; 
their principal leaders, Lescure, Bonchamps, and D'Ell>OO, 
received mortal wounds in these sanguinary conflicts. Sur
rounded on all sides in La Vendee, the ~ts ~nested 
succour from England, which, before gtanti.dg; · t;l~uired 
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"that they should have possession of a seaport. Eighty 
thousand V endea.ns left their devastated country, and directed 
their march to Granville ; repulsed before that place, for 
want of artillery, and routed at Mans, they were destroyed 
whilst endeavouring to cross the Loire at Savenay. Cha
rette continued the war, but at length lost the isle of Noir
mouQer. The Achilles of La. V eudee, the heroic Henry de 
Laroch~acquelin, was killed by a soldier whose life he had 
spared : his death oompleted the subjection of the oouutry 
by the republicans, and a system of extermination was 
instantly commenced. Conquered La. V endoo was surrounded 
by General Thureau with sixteen intrenched camps, and 
twelve moveable columns, known under the name of ths 
infernal coltJmms, penetrated into that unfortunate oountry, 
carrying sword and fire wherever they went. 

The republic triumphed at the same time on the frontiers. 
That of the North was most strongly threatened: the duke 
of York besieged Dunkirk with thirty-three thousand men ; 
.Freytag, along the Y ser, covered the siege with another 
army, and the prince of Orange commanded fifteen thousand 
Dutch at Menin. A hundred thousand soldiers of the 
cooJesced army, spread from Quesnoy to the Moselle, either 
besieged places or guarded passages. It became necessary to 
prevent the invasion of France by cutting this formidable 
line, and forcing the English to raise the siege of Dunkirk. 
Houchard, oommandant of the army of the North, so.ddenly 
drew near to that place with very inferior forces, after a 
sanguinary attack upon Menin, and marched at once against 
the corps of observation of Freytag. At the first shock, 
Freytag fell back, and his centre recrossed the Y ser ; then 
he returned to the charge, in order to disengage his right 
wing. A second and furious oontest ensued, and the enemy 
retired en rna&9e upon the road of Fumes, the head-quarters 
of the duke of York ; they stopped at the village of 
Hondtschoot, where they occupied a formidable position. 
Houchard followed them, and the next day an attack was 
commenced along the front of their whole line. Some thick 
copses, which covered the enemy, became the central point 
of the action ; at length the positions were carried, the 
French triumphed, and Freytag retreated in disorder upon 
Furnes. The raising of the siege of Dunkirk was one of 
the results of this victory, of which Paris received the newa 
with enthusiasm. ~ 

Th -1--.l • b r ll back .. _ Q'Q't ,_ed,o.Y h" OOQ e e co~ anmes, owever, ... e .,..,wa.J."QS e cen 
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of their line of operations, and still formed an imposing maas 
'between the Scheld and the Meuae. V alencielllle8, Conde, 
and Quesnoy falling into their hands, gave them an im
portant position on the Scheid, and they were desirou of 
obtaining one likewise upon the Sambre, to facilitate their 
advance. The taking of Maubeuge might render them 
mastel'B, not only of the basin of the Sambre, but also of ail 
the space comprised between that river and the Meuse : they 
invested that place. The prince of Coburg, eommandant
in-chie~ divided his army into two bodies ; the one of thirty
five thousand men surrounded Maubeuge, whilst with the 
other body, of almost equal force, Coburg covered the siege. 
by occupying the positions of Dourlene and W attigniee. 
Bouchard, the conqueror at Hondtachoot, had just been 
replaced by Jourdan over the army of the North: Carnot, 
in concert with this general, directed the operations. An 
atu.ck. upon W attigniee was detennined 011, and after a 
vigorou resistance, the village wae carried. This fortunate 
succese caueed the eiese of Maubeuge to be raised, concen
trated the coalesced armies between the Beheld and the 
Sambre, and permitted Jourdan to resume the offensive. 
Kellermann about the same time drove back the Piedmonteee 
to the other Bide of the Alps. France lost the lines of Tech, 
in the Pyrenees, and its army was obliged to fall back. from 
before Perpignan : the lines of W eissemburg were also 
forced on the east by the Prussians united with the 
Auetria.ns, under Brunswick and Wurmeer; but the young 
and intrepid Hoche, at the head of the &rmy of the Moselle, 
bore down, by a ekilful manamvre, upon the fiank of 
Wurmser, and compellillg it to fall back, effected his junction 
with the army of the Rhine. Brt1Jl8Wick followed the 
retrograde movement of Wurmaer ; {rpm that time the two 
combined French armies were in a condition to advance, and 
encamped in the Palatinate. France, in her contest with 
Europe, bad recovered au she had lost except Cond~ 
Valenciennes, and eom.e forle in Roussi.llon. The allied 
powers had obtained nothing, and 8oCCtlled each other recipro
cally of havi.Dg caused their defeats. 

The glory of France was at this period entirely in its 
armies, which appeared to rival each other in efforts to efface 
the opprobrium with which an atrocious government disgraced 
her in the eyes of Europe. The Committee of Pltblic Safety 
followed up the course of its pitilese execution& " The 
sword of the laws," said the exeorab~;,.S!U,:Qi;~lcwhilst 
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causing it to be decreed that the decem viral power should con
tinue till there was peace,-" the sword of the laws must reach 
all parts with rapidity, your arm must be present everywhere." 
Thus was created that terrible power, which finished by de
vouring itsel£ The executive authority was concentrated in 
the hands of Uris committee, which disposed of all lives and 
all fortunes. It was supported by the multitude, which it 
pampered by cruelties in the na.me of justice, and which 
deliberated in the clubs and revolutionary committees. It 
was composed, after the 31st of May, of none but violent 
Montagna.rds. Robespierre, Couthon, Saint Just, Collot 
d'Herboi!, Billaud V a.reunes, and Barrere, formed a. part of 
it ; each of them took upon himself a. particula.r part in the 
government. Carnot, their colleague, had no active share 
in the proscriptions ; hia genius directed the military opera
tions, and was 8880Cia.ted with all the victories. Every one 
of these which the republic gained over its internal enemies, 
was signalized by horrible ID88II8Cl"eB : :BarrMe caused a 
frightful anathema to be pronounced again.s' the city of 
Lyons, the name even of which was ordered to be expunged, 
and be replaced by that of (J~.A..ffranc/tM. Collot 
d'Herbois, Fouche, and Couthon, were the pitiless executors 
of the decrees of the committee against that unfortunate 
city : the scaffold was too slow for their vengeance, and 
cannon poured destruction upon the public places and the 
conquered insurgents. 

Toulon, Caen, Marseilles, and Bordeaux, became the theatres 
of atrocious executions. In Paris, the most illustrious 
victims and the leaders of all the fallen parties lost their 
heads upon the scaffold. The queen Marie Antoinette and 
:&illy died thus within a few days of each other, execrable 
circumstances adding to the horror of their condemnation 
and execution. The Girondins, proscribed on the 2nd of 
June, followed them closely, to the number of twenty-two, 
and all marched firmly to their death, singing the Marseil
laise ; the duke of Orleans W88 not spared ; Bamave and 
Duport Dutertre were immolated, and with them the 
generals Houchard, Custine, .Biron, Beauha.rnais, and a num
ber of others ; Petion and Buzot destroyed themselves : 
their bodi119 were found half-devoured by wolves ; Madame 
Roland died upon the scaffold : upon learning the news of 
her execution, her husband killed himself on the high
road. All the fugitive Girondins were outlawed. Two 
hundred thousand suspected penrons were in~ ,I blood 
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:flowed in all the cities ; chAteaux, convents, and churches 
were destroyed ; monuments of art were overthrown ; the 
land wanted arms to cultivate it, and famine was added to 
the cala.mities which devoured France. Public credit was 
annihilated, all expenses were provided for by the sale of the 
property of the proscribed, and by despotic measures, com
manded, perhaps, by necessity, and BUBta.ined by terror. 
Wishing to consecrate an unheard-of revolution by a new 
era, the division of the year was changed, together with the 
names of the months and days, and the Christian ca.lendar 
was replaced by the Republican ca.lendar. The new era 
dated from the 22nd of September, 1792, the epoch of the 
foundation of the republic. There were twelve equal months 
of thirty days each : V endemiaire, Bnlmaire, Frimaire, for 
the autumn ; Niv6Be, Pflll.vi6Be, V ent6se, for the winter ; 
(}ermitnal, l!'loreal, Prairrial, for the spring; aud Musidor, 
Phermido'l', and Fructido'l', for the summer. The five com
plementary days of the year received the name of lltm8-

f:tdottidu, and were consecrated to Genius, to LalmJ,r, to 
.A.ctiunl, to Rewotrds, and to Opinion. This was not enough for 
the Commune of Paris : directed by the infamous Chaumette, 
his substitute H6bert, Ronsin, general of the revolutionary 
army, and the atheist A.nacharsis Clootz, it obliged the 
constitutional bishop of Paris and his vicar to abjure 
Christianity at the bar of the Convention, caused the worship 
of Ree&Bfm to be decreed, and instituted festivals, which 
became scandalous scenes of debauchery and atheism : it 
was not till it had attained the last term of crime and folly, 
that the revolutionary movement of the Commune was 
stopped. When it had arrived at this point of madness, the 
·Committee of Public Safety declared itself inimica.l to it, and 
Bobespierre made the Convention interdict every measure 
<COntrary to freedom of worship. 

Danton and his friends, Camille Desmoulins, Philippeaux, 
Lacroix, Fabre d'Eglantine and Westermann, demanded still 
more ; they wished to re-establish legal order, and with this 
view they were desirous of stopping the action of the revo
lutionary tribunal, of emptying the prisons, that were filled 
with the suspected, and of dissolving the committees. Camille 
Desmoulins edited, with this object, under the name of View; 
Owdelim, a. strong journal against the despotism of the dicta
tors. Robespierre was the most formidable of these ; Camille 
and his friends wished to gain him ; but Robespierre artfully 
affected neutrality between the parties, ,andd ii:leditai~ the 
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destruction of their leaders, one after the other. His colleagnes 
in the Committee of Public Safety were furious against Camille 
and the Dantonists; he gave these up to them, and obtained in 
retum promises of the heads of D'H6bert, Clootz, Chaume~ 
Ronsin, and the principal anarchists of the Commune. This 
compact being concluded, he ascended the tribune, and 
denounced to the Convention, as enemies of the republic, the 
ultra-revolutionists on the one part, and the Dantonists,. 
whom he designated Modt!ratu, on the other. Saint Just 
spoke to the same purpose; he thundered against those whom 
he named the enemies of virtue and terror, and caused the 
moat boundless powers to be confided to the government, in 
order to punish them. The anarchists of the Commune, 
H6bert, Clootz, Ronsin, and their aocomplices, were the first 
that were seized and condemned ; most of them died like 
cowards; the revolutionary army was broken up, and the 
Convention obliged the Commune to come and render thanks 
at its bar, for the acts even which annulled its own power. 
The turn of the Dantonists was then come : famous represen
tatives of the old Montagne, their names, particularly that of 
their leader, appeared still all-powerful. When warned of 
the projected attacks of l!is enemies, Danton answered, as 
the duke of Guise of old did : " Tlwg UJO'Idcl '1IOt dare;" but 
the committee reckoned with reason upon the terror of the 
Assembly : the Dantonists were arrested on the lOth 
Germinal ; Robespierre prevented their being heard in the 
Assembly : " We shall this day see," said he, "if the Con
vention can destroy a pretended idol, an idol long since 
rotten ; and whether this idol, in its fall, will crush the 
Convention and the French people." Saint Just read the 
report against the parties attacked, and the Assembly, stupi
fied by terror, decreed their accusation. When brought 
before the revolutionary tribunal, they evinced the grea~ 
courage, together with a strong contempt for their judges : 
they were condemned. "We are immolated," cried Danton, , 
" to the ambition of a few base brigands ; but they will not 
enjoy their victory long . • . . I drag on Robespierre • . • • 
Robespien-e follows me." They met death with firmn~ 
amidst an immense but silent crowd : for long after that time no 
voice was raised against the decemvirs, and the Convention 
decreed that tenw cmd all tlUJ virtues were the order of the 
day. 

During four months, the power of the commit_wes was exer
cised without restraint, and death became ,the<onljl~eans of 
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government. Coaspiracies in priaona were invented, and the 
envoys from the Committee of Public Safety replaced those of 
the Montagne in the departments. It waa after this change 

·that the proconsuls Carrier in the city of Nutea, Joseph 
Lebon in that of Arras, and Maignet at Orange, signalized 
themselves by unheard-of cruelties. At Orleans, the princi
pal inhabitants were slaughtered ; at Verdun, seventeen 
young girls, a.ccu.aed of having danced at a. baJ1 given by the 
Prussians, met with death on the IIILUle day on the sc:affold ; 
at Paris, among the most illustrious victims of this awful 
period, we may name the octogenary marshaJa DeN oailles and 
De Maille, the ministers Machaud md Iaverdi, the learned 
Lavoisier, the venerable Lunoignon de Maleaberbes and his 
&.m.ily, DT.premesnil, Thouret, and Chapelier, all three mem
bers of the Constituent Asaembly, md the angelic Madame 
Elizabeth, whose blood waa called for by Billaud Varennes : 
" It is only the dead that do not return," said .Ba.rrere. " The 
more the social body transpires," repeated Collot d'Herbois, 
"the more healthy it becomes." By this infemal system, 
Robespien-e and the fanatical Saint Just announced their 
wish to establish the reign of virtue ; they 8IIBOCiated widl 
them the paralytic and pitiless Couthon, and together 
funned, in the bosom of the committee even, a redoubtable 
triu.mvirate, which, by ieolating i~ brought on its ruin; 
bat, before they aepamted, the dooemvira attempted to lay the 
bmdatiOilS ofnewmannersand new institutions. Robeapierre, 
who reigned by murder, felt, nevertheless, that the eooia1 
order, under pain of dissolution, must repose upon a religious 
basis ; he bad consequently caused the Convention to decree 
that the French people should acknowledge the exiatenoe of 
God and the immortality of the soul, and he afterwards dedi
cated decadary festi:vals to the Suprt'JflllJ B~, w Trwth, to 
Jt.Utice, w ModMy, lo Frit:na.l&ip, lo FrvgaJAty, 1o Good FaMI&, 
and lo .Jlisforl;u,n& Considered by his iil.natieal admiren 88 

the principal founder of a :moral democracy, ud 118 the new 
pontiff of the Eternal, he attained the highest degree of power. 
President of the Convention, he marched at its head, alone 
and a.t twenty paoes in advance of it ; he wu the object of 
general attention ; his countenance beaming with joy and 
pride, he bore in his hands flowers and ears of com, and pro
ceeded thus towards the altar, where he harangued the 
people in the character of high priest. After this a. milder 
g~vemment 'W88 hoped for ; but he terminated his disoou.rse 
w1th these words : " People, let us to-dayo gi~ , Q'uneJ~es up 
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to the transports of a pure joy ; to-morrow we will sgaia 
eontend with vices and tyrants." The executions were 
resumed, and on the moiTOW, the 21st Prairial, Robespierre 
caused an execrable project of a law to be presented by 
Couthon, the sanguinary dispositions of which were, in cue 
ofneed, applicable to all Frenchmen. This project denied 
defenders to the accused, ordered them to be tried en ~ 
and gave juries no other guide or rule but their own con
aci.enoes : it was adopted. Fauquier Tainville, the public 
aocuser, and the judges, his accomplices, members of the 
revolutionary tribunal, were scareely sufficient to try the 
proscribed; fifty victims per day were at Paris dragged to 
execution ; the soaft'old was transported to the faubourg St. 
Antoine, and an aqueduct was constructed to receive and carry 
oft' the hlUil&tl blood. 

The immortal campaign of 1794: commenced whilst this 
execrable system 'W&8 being carried on. The northern fron
tier was still, as it had been in the preceding year, the great 
theatre of war. The French occupied, as principal positions, 
Lille, Gmse, and Ma.ubeuge : Picbegru commanded them, 
Jourdan having quitted the command in chief of the army of 
the North, for that of the Moselle. The prince of Coburg, 
the head of the allies, oommenced operations by the blockade 
of Landreoy, with a maas of about a hundred thousand men ; 
the English, under the duke of York, oovered the blockade 
towards Cam bray, and Coburg himself, with a numerous body, 
established him.self as a poet of observation on the side of 
Goise, whilst the Austrian general Clairfait extended his 
forces towards Menin and Courtra.y. Such were the positions 
of the two armies, when the invasion of Flanders by the left 
wing of the French army was determined on. The generals 
Soubam and Moreau marched quickly from Lille upon the 
right wing of the enemy, and gained the first victory at 
Moncroen over Clairfait. Jourdan then received orders to 
detach forty-five thOUil&nd men from the army of Moselle, and 
to oome by foroed marches towards the Sambre and the 
Meuse, to crush the left of the allies : this plan secured the 
&uooe88 of the campaign. In vain the allies endeavoured, by 
a bold march upon Turcoing, between Lille and Courtray, to 
divide the French army ; General Sou ham gained a complete 
victory over the duke of York at Turcoing. The enemy 
rallied before Tourna.y ; they checked the victorious French 
army, and I.andrecy succumbed ; but J ourday~a.ni.v?.d with 
the army of the Moselle; he joined the a.rmy'tlftldiNQWb, and 
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ninety thousand men took up the offensive with succeaa : 
the victory of Turcoing presaged others, and the two French 
wings threatened to envelop the enemy. Pich~ pu.abed. 
forward upon the left of the Austrians and besieged Ypres ; 
drawing on Clairfait, designedly, to the succour of the city, he • 
conquered hi mat HooglMe, whilst Jourdan invested Charleroi, 
and already occupied the banks of the Sambre. The prince 
of Orange, and then Coburg, marched to the deliverance of 
this important place. Jourdan, although repulsed several 
times, crossed the river again, and got possession of the 
heights which border the plains of Fleurus, already glorious 
for France under Louis XIV. A fresh battle was fought 
there on the 16th of June, l'i94. The two armies were 
nearly equal in numbers, and eighty thousand men on each 
side took part in the action. Charleroi had just fallen into 
the hands of the French ; the allies were ignorant of this 
reverse, and the combined forces of the prince of Orange and 
Coburg attacked Jourdan, with the view of delivering the 
place. Kleber, Championnet, Left-bvre, and Marceau, com
manded the French divisions ; Kleber by a vigorous charge, 
repullled the right of the allies, whilst Jourdan compelled the 
centre and the left to give ground. The allies, already shaken, 
learnt at length that Charleroi, which they came to defend, 
had yielded ; they hesitated, fell back, and the victory was 
gained by the French. Coburg commanded a retreat, and 
decided upon concentrating all his forces near Brussels, in 
order to cover that capital. Pichegru did not allow him 
time ; he advanced rapidly, and Brussels was soon oocupied 
by the army of the North under his orders, and by that of 
Jourdan, which received the name of the army of the Sambre 
and Meuat>. The allies, dispersed, fell back towards the 
Meuse and the Rhine ; France recovered all the places it had 
10£1t, and made new conquests. Never had the French armies 
in Flanders been more numerous or more worthy of admiration. 
Pichegru commanded seventy thousand men present under 
arms, Jourdan a hundred and sixteen thousand. The govern
ment, exhausted by so many and such great efforts, was unable 
to provide for the support or the equipment of the armies ; 
but the soldiers learned to do without things apparently the 
most necessary ; they no longer encamped under tents, they 
bivouacked under the branches of trees : the officers, without 
appointments, lived as the soldier did, ate the same bread, 
marched on foot as be did, with their knapsacks at their backs: 
enthusiasm sustained these immortal armies.,;,ed b,Goo~le 

Pichegtu pursued his march towards the emboncliure of 
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the Scheid and the Meuse, driving the duke of York and 
the English towards the sea, whilst Jourdan occupied the 
Meuse from Li~ge to Maastricht, in front of Clairfait and 
the Austrians. It was necessary for him to cross this 
river, in order to gain the bank of the Rhine ; and, to suc
ceed, he must force the lines of the Ourthe and the Roer, 
tributaries of the Meuse. Jourdan fought successively two 
battles upon these two rivers ; he gained two victories, pur
sued Clairfait to the Rhine, got possession of Cologne, and 
besieged Maastricht. The army of the North also gained 
the bank of this river; Bois-le-Duc and Wenloo had suc
cumbed before it. The duke of York, unskillul &J).d unfor
tunate in all his operations, evacuated the ground eoms· \ 
between the Meuse and the Walfal, one of the bran es of 
the Rhine, and fell back towarils Nimeguen on the ·. t-
whither Pichegru soon followed him; on the 8th of No m
ber, this important place fell into the hands of the French. ' 
This last and brilliant success terminated the campaign in 
the north ; the army entered into its cantonments : the 
approach of winter and the overflowing of the waters cansed 
the invasion of Holland to be adjourned till the spring. 
The counterpart of these fortunate events was experienced 
by the armies of the Moselle and the Upper Rhine, com
manded by General Michaud. The Prussians, being no 
longer supported by the Austrians on the north, did not 
venture to stand against them in the Vosges : they repassed 
the Rhine, and no place on the left bank of the river but 
Luxembourg and Mayence remained in the hands of the 
allies, of which the Committee of Safety ordered the imme
diate blockade. The French arms triumphed at the same 
time in the north, the east, and the south : Dugommier 
and Moncey qnicldy repaired the early reverses on the fron
tiers of Spain : they drove the Spaniards out of France, and 
penetrated into the Peninsula, where Moncey took possession 
of Saint Sebastian and Fontarabia. i 

Such was the prosperity of the republic on its frontiers, 
when, weary and disgusted with the atrocities which stained 
its home government, a certain number of Montagna.rds 
resolved to put an end to them and to avenge Danton, 
Camille Desmoulins, and their slaughtered friends ; at their 
head were Tallien, Bourdon de l'Oise, and Legendre : their 
supporters in the Committee of Public Safety were Billaud 
Varennes. and Collot d'~erbois, both j~g~ t~,f@lS~d"J.~Ority 
of the tnumvirs ; and m that of Gene~ SafetyfV' adier, 
V oulant, and Amar, all belonging to the overthrown faction 
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of the Commune. Robespierre, irritated by their secret bu1i 
persevering resistance, endeavoured to overcome them and 
sacrifice them ; they being quite aware that it was DeOOIIIIal'Y 
to prevent his designs upon them, if they meant 1io avoid 
being his victims. They first accused him of tyranny in the 
committees, and designated him under the D&Dl8 of Pisistra
tus ; then they reproached him with the intention of making 
1rlmself pass for a messenger from God, by favouring mya. 
terious assemblies held by the ancient chartreax Dom Guea. 
&Dd a ridiculous fanatic, named Catherine Th6ot, whom they 
doomed to death in spite of his efforts. Robespierre, from 
that time, rarely appeared in the committees, and establiahed 
the oentre of his empire at the Jacobina: it was1ihence he 
denounoed those whom he called Dantonist& All-powerful 
in the club, master of the populace, supported by the mayor 
Fleuriot, by Henriot, commandant of the armed force, and 
by the revolutionary tribunal, all the members of which 
were his creatures, he fancied himself strong enough to under
take the attack, in the bosom even of the Convention, and, 
on the 8th Thermidor, he there denounced the committee : 
he was listened to in silence, for the first time he met with 
a check ; his speech was referred for examination to the wry 
committees he accused. He repaired, in the evening, to t1Mt 
Jacobina, where he gave vent to his anger; he was reoeived 
with enthusiasm, and everything was, during 1ihe night, pee
pared for an insurrection, whilst a league was formed unong 
the Conventionals, between the Dantonists, the Droite, aad 
the Marais. The sitting of the 9th Thermidor wu opened 
under threatening auspices : Saint Just ascended the tribune, 
Robespierre was seated opposite to him ; Tallien and Billaud 
interrupted Saint Just, and commenoed the attack; Robes
pierre sprang forward to reply to them : " lJovJA ttM.\ cis 
lgmnl I down tDilh the 1ymnt /" reeounded from all sides. 
Tallien shook a poniard at him, and threatened to pierce 
the heart of him whom he styled the netD OromUNJll with 
it ; he obtained the arrest of Hemiot and t1le perma
nence of the Assembly. :Ba.rrere placed it under the pro
tection of the armed sections. " Now, let us give our 
attention to the tyrant," resumed Tallien ; a thou.saad 
menacing cries prevented Robespierre from being heard ; he 
at length made an extraordinary effort, and shrieked. out : 
"President of the 8AA9ssins, for the last time will you allow 
me to speak 1" They would not hear him ; hec,ravAd !lijm a 
D1Mman, flew about upon the benches0''Clf dtbe ~zhbly, 
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addressing in a supplicating tone the members of the Droite, 
who spurned him with horror ; at length he sank down in 
his seat again, exhausted with fatigue, and his mouth foam
ing. " Wretch," cried a member, "the blood of Danton 
stifies you ! " His arrest was immediately pro:Poeed : his 
brother and Lebas requested to share his fate : the Assembly 
unanimously agreed that they, with Robespierre, Couthon, 
and Saint Just, should be seized and given up to the 
gendarmes. " The republic is lost," cried Robespierre ; " the 
brigauds triumph I" 

The victory, however, remained undecided; the Jacobina 
also had placed themselves in permanence, swearing to die, 
as they said, rather than live under crime. The municipal 
deputies assembled ; Henriot rushed through the streets, 
sword in hand, crying : " To OI1"Tn8 I to OI1"Tn8 /"' but he was 
arrested, together with Payan, the national agent, and loaded 
with iron& During the day, the Convention triumphed, and 
in the evening the insurgents recovered the advantage : they 
marched in a body to the prisons, and delivered Robespierre, 
Henrio~ and their aooomplices : Henriot immediately Blll'

rounded the Convention with soldiers, and pointed m. 
Cl&Jlllon upon it : terror prevailed in the Assembly, but the 
imminence of the peril inspired it with energetic resolution: 
Benriot was outlawed, and his cannoneers refusing to fire, 
fell back with him towards the H8tel de Ville : this refusal 
decided the affair. The Convention, in its turn, assumed the 
offensive ; it attacked the Commune and outlawed the rebel 
members. Barras was named commandant-in-chief of the 
armed force, the battalions of the sections swore to defend 
ihe Assembly, and defiled in the midst of it, animated by 
Friron. " Go," lllid the president to them, " let not the day 
appear before the head of the consph"ators shall have fallen. • 
It was midnight : they marched towards the Commune, 
where Robespierre, though seated in triumph, shrunk into 
~ motionless and paralyzed with terror. The procla
JB&tioD of the Assembly, which outlatDe4l the Commune, waa 
n.d upon the Place de Greve : the groups immediately 
dispened, and the Place waa deserted. The H8tel de Ville 
was 81llTOnnded, to the cries of Yiw la C'onwntion I The 
proacrihed were seized with despair and rage : Robespierre 
fra.cmred his jaw with a pistol-shot, Lebas killed him8eli; the 
younger Robespierre threw himaelf from a third BtofY, bat 
sarvived the fiill ; Couthon Blabbed himaelf wi,t)a~ u~ 
hand ; CofliDbal loaded Henriot witti''"i"mpri~?ad~ and 
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threw him out of a window into a common sewer : the 
<lOnquerors then came up and seized their prisoners, who, on 
the morrow, were consigned to punishment. An immeuae 
aowd pressed round the cart in which Robespierre, with his 
.head enveloped in a bloody cloth, was placed between Hen
riot and Couthon, both likewise mutilated. The people 
felicitated each other, they embraced before his eyes, they 
eursed him, and at tb.e moment his head fell beneath the 
knife, long salvoes of applause were ringing in his ea.ra. 
France breathed again: the Reign of Terror was over. 

CHAPTER III. 

From the fall of Robelpierre to the establiabmeu' of the &-tift 
Directory. 27th July, 179• (9th Thermidor, an S)-26tb. 0~ 
1795 (•th Brumaire, an 4). 

THE revolutionary movement arrived at its term on the 
9th Thermidor, and that of the reaction commenced the 
same day. The committees conquered themselves whilst 
subduing Robespierre. Two fresh parties were formed: that al 
the Committees, and that of the Montagnards, who bad con
tributed with Tallien to the victory of Thermidor, and 
which, receiving their name from it, were called TMrmi,. 
doriam. The first party depended upon the club of the 
Jacobina and the faubourgs; the second, upon the majority 
of the Convention and the armed sections. 

A great number of prisoners were liberated in the days 
which immediately followed the 9th Thermidor : seventy
two members of the insurgent Commune perished Oil the 
ecaffold ; the members of the revolutionary tribunal were 
renewed, and the powers of the committees were diminished ; 
the odious law of the 22nd Pra.irial wasabolisbed; there was 
no longer more than one assembly of sections in a decade ; 
the indemnity of forty sous per day, given to the poor 
citizens who assisted at it, was suppressed, and the affiliation 
of the mother society of the Jacobina of Paris with all thoee 
of the republic was forbidden. Freron, at the same time, in. 
his journal of L'Orateur du Peuple, summoned all the young 
men to arms against the Terrorists. His appeal was heard : 
a crowd of young men belonging to the richer and middle 
class, and to whom was given the name of la ~u'IIMH dor&, 
perambulated the streets in numerous groups, armed with 
leaded sticks, and carried on a constant andcin,veter~~l~War 
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against the Jacobins. This club was attacked and its mem
bers taken, after a very warm resistance ; the young men 
closed the doors of it, and the whole of Paris was but one 
battle-field. The Convention seconded all these reactionary 
proceedings ; it decreed the accusation of the atrocious 
Fouquier Tainville, the public accuser, as well as of Joseph 
Lebon and Carrier, who had fulfilled their mission, the one 
.at Arras, the other at Nantes, like exterminating demons. 
They all paid for their crimes with their heads, and their 
atrocities, publicly unveiled, added still more to the horror 
which their ancient accomplices inspired. The Convention 
recalled into its bosom seventy-three deputies proscribed for 
having protested against the events of the 31st of May; it 
revoked the decrees of expulsion against priests and nobles, 
worship was re-established, the ~mum* was suppressed, 
and the bust of Marat was broken to pieces in the hall of the 
eittings. But other calamities were produced by this rapid 
reaction ; eight milliards of assignats had been placed in cir
atlation, and when there were no longer any violent laws to 
support them, they fell, all at once, to less than a fifteenth 
part of their original value ; the metal currency disappeared ; 
and this prodigious fall gave birth to a licentious stock
jobbing, which brought on the ruin of a multitude offamilies. 
Monopoly succeeded the terrible law of the ~um, and 
the farmers revenged themselves for their long and cruel 
oppression by monopolizing and engrossing provisions: famine 
appeared, the populace of the faubourgs regretted the govern
ment which gave them bread and power, and again had 
recourse to riots. 

Several of the most famous terrorists, Billaud Varennes, 
.Collot d'Herbois, Barrera, and Vadier, had been condemned 
to deportation, and taken to Ham, with seventeen members 
of the Cr2te, who had shown themselves most favourable to 
a first insUrrection got up to save them : a second insurrec
tion had no greater success, on the 12th Germinal ; but, at 
length, a third was organized, on the 1st Pl-airial, upon a 
formidable plan. The conspirators that day decreed, among 
other me&I!UI"eS, in tM name of the people revolted to obtain 
llread and f"emme tkir 'l'ighta, the establishment of the demo
cratic constitution of '93, the liberation of the patriots, and 
the suspension of all authority that did not emanate from 

" The maximum wo.s in some respects like the English asaize upon 
bread : it fixed prices, above which provisions oC(lf,Jill~ mn@ad ould 
Dot be sold.-Tra?l8. '"'(Y 
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the people. They decided upon creating a new municipality 
-to serve them as a common centre, upon gaining p<llll!eSSion or 
the barriers, the telegraph, and the tocsin, and upon not beiD~ 
satisfied till they had secured the subsistence, the repose, uul 
the happiness of all Frenchmen. They invited all the troops 
to join their ranks, and marched rapidly upon ihe Con'9811-
tiou, which, taken by surprise, hastened to call the secl;ioos 
to arms. The doors were driven in, and the multitude, witll 
groups of furions women, surrounded the tribunes. cryiD& 
".Bread Mld tM ~ of '93 !" The interior ol ~ 
assembly-ehamber aoon became a field of battle ; the depmy 
Auguis, sabre in hand, at the head of the veter&Da ad gem
darmes, at first repulsed the usailants; but they remmed ia 
quick time to the charge ; a ruffian was taking aim at; tile 
president Boisay d'Anglas, the deputy Feraud sprang forward 
and covered him with his body ; he waa himself wounded, 
ch-agged away by the crowd, and decapitated. Most of the 
Conventional deputies took to flight; Boissy d'Anglaa re
mained in his chair, calm and with his hMCl OOTered; he 
protested against these popular violences ; the furious insur
gents surrounded him, and, with their weapons at his breast, 
insisted upon his putting their propositions to the vote ; he 
refused ; they presented to him the bloody head of Feraud, 
on a pike ; he uncovered, and bowed towards it, but he still 
persisted in his courageous refusal The deputies of the 
Cr2te, favourable to the insurrection, terminated this terrible 
BOene by gaining possession of the tribunes, and decreeing 
alone, amidst the applause of the multitude, the articles OOD

tained in the manifesto of the insurgents. But the battalions 
of the sections arrived, they carried the Canoosel, and entered 
the hall of the sittings with advaneed bayonets ; the people· 
retreated before them, the members returned in a body; the 
Convention annulled the measures adopted during the tumult, 
and ordered fourteen of its members, favourable to She riot, 
to be arrested. The next day, the mubourgs in arms 
attempted a fresh but useless attack, and at length, on the 
(th Prairial, at the end of a last movement, which had for 
aim the deliverance of the BSBaSSin of the deputy Feraud, the 
faubourgs were surrounded and disarmed, the Con-.eBtion 
destroyed the revolutionary committees, and abol:iahed the 
constitution of 1793. Thus ended the government of the 
~ultitude, and after that time the Girondin party prevailed 
m the Assembly. 

The reaction which commenced in T1ienmdbt~~lf1ot at 
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all cheek the sucoess of the Freuch armies, whose courage 
'W88 aeconded by a severe winter. In the last days of 179f, 
Ule cold became ex0088ive, and the ice rendered the passage 
aoroaa the Meuse and the Wabal, which had been defeDSive 
harriers for the allied armies, practicable at several point& 
The ~h soldiers had scarcely been a month in their 
winter cantonmen\8 : destitute of clothes and shoes, worn by 
'Ule fatigues of ao many brilliant fN.ts of arms, they had 
never !Rood in greater need of repose, and yet, at the sight 
of the rivers encbained and hardened by the ice, their ardour, 
exciied by the consternation of their enemy as well as by 
the wishes of the Ba.tavian patriots, knew no obstacles. 
Ficbegro. led them on : they penetrated into Holland at 
several point& Yom and his army retreated in confusi011 
upoo DerYenter ; the prinoe of Orange, struck with stupor, 
remaiDed motionless at Gorcum ; the patriots, enemies of 
the stadtholder, seconded the efforia of the French, and in a 
ahoJt time the whole of Holland was conquered. The 
stadtholder took refuge in England, and the Staies-General 
perned the republic, which associated iWlf very closely 
with France. Prussia, terrified, made peace at B&le ; and 
SpaiD, where the French were masters of a great number of 
places, soon followed the example of that power, by signing 
a treaty, the principal condiu011 of which was the exchange 
of the French conquests in the PeDinsula for the Spanish 
portion of & Domingo. 

France 'W811less fortunate t.his year on the eutern frontier. 
Piebegru had quitted the command of the army of the North 
w take that of the army of t.he Rhine ; he occupied the left 
buk of t.hat river, from Mayence to Straabourg; Jourdan, 
with the army of the Ss.mbre and Meuae, was cantoned upon 
the Rhine, towards Cologne. . The alliea had lost all the left 
bank except Luxembourg and Mayenoe. The first of these 
places was taken by tamine on the 24th of June, and from 
that time the French might think of croeaing the river, the 
right bank of which was defended by the Austrians, under 
Clai.rfait and Wurmser. But the French armies, destitute o£ 
necesearies, wanted material for bridges : they were obliged 
to wait several months ; and at length, on the 6th of 
September, Jourdan effected a ~ on three pointe, in 
the en'riroDB of Dusseldorf; Picbegru croeaed the river, 
almost at the same time, opposite the mong place of Man
heim, whleh very shonly surrendered. The t.wn .armisa. by 
oomhinin! their IDADanlvres and unitiug0m't&~~M the 
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Ma.in1, might have repulsed Cla.irfaitand Wurmser, and have 
beateK them both successively ; but this plan was not fol
lowed. Pichegru had an understanding with the prince de 
Conde, chief of the emigrants : he already meditated betray
ing the republic, and compromised his army and that of 
Jourdan by the weakness of his manreuvres : he gave CJair
fait time to come down upon him with superior forcee, 
allowed himself to be shamefully beaten at Heidelberg, and 
shut himself up in Manheim. Cla.irfa.it then turned his 
attention towards Jourdan, who, separated from Picbegru, 
inclosed between the Rhine and the neutral ground of 

, Prussia, and in want of provisions, was obliged to retreat 
and recross the river. Thirty thousand French continued to 
invest Mayence ; Clairfuit, by a bold and skilful manomvre, 
forced their line, and drove back their armies to the foot ol 
the Vosges, on the lei\ bank of the Rhine. The places of 
Manheim, Dusseldor( and Neuwied were all that were left 
to the French on the right bank. An armistice followed. 
this reverse, and the troops went into cantonments. 

Brilliant successes in Piedmont balanced the check the 
French arms experienced on the Rhine. The important treaty 
concluded with Spain had permitted the two armies of tho 
Pyrenees to unite with that of the maritime Alps, commanded 
by Kellermann. The junction of these forces authorized their 
assuming the offensive : the object was, by a brilliant victory, 
to force the passages of the Apennines and to constrain Pied
mont to be neutral Kellermann was replaood by Scherer, 
whose army, inclosed between the sea and the chain of the 
Apennines, had the Piedmontese army under Colli, and the 
Austrian army in front of it. The latter extended from the 
crest of the Apennine to the basin of Loano, and to the sea; 
the former occupied the other side of the mountains, towards 
the Po, strongly intrenched in the camp of!& Ceva. Scherer 
attempted a bold stroke : Massena, by his orders, ci'OIISed the 
crest of the Apennine, and separated the two armies of the 
enemy, whilst Serrnrier deceived Colli by a false ,attack, and 
Augereau drove back: the Austrians to the basin of Loano. 
A complete victory was the fruit of this skilful manreuvre ; 
the enemies were forced and put to flight, a. tempest of wind 
and snow covered their precipitate retreat; twenty pieces of 
cannon and immense magazines fell into the hands of the con
querors, and Italy was open to the French. 

The arms of the republic were not less fortunate in !& 
Vendee, where a misunderstanding between-the:bwo~cipal 
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leadel'B, Charette and Stofllet, weakened the . forces of the 
insurgents. The marquis de Puisaye, who conducted the 
intrigues of the royalists in Brittany, demanded assistance 
from England, and obtained it ; Admiral Bridport set sail 
-with the two first divisions of emigrants, commanded, the one 
by the count d'Hervilly, the other by M. deSombreuil; a third 
division followed, under the orders of the count d' Artois. An 
engagement took place off Belle Isle, between the fleet of 
Admiral Bridport and that of the republican admiral Villaret 
J oyeuse : Bridport, being conqueror, effected the landing of 
the two first divisions in the bay of Quiberon, one of which 
immediately took possession of Fort Penthievre, which 
dominates the narrow peninaula of Quiberon, upon which 
they disembarked. The emigrants marched at once againB1I 
the republican army, in the absence of Roche, who com
manded it. At the news of this sudden attack, he hastened 
to the spot, repulsed the royalists, and swept them down with 
his cannon : Sombreuil arrived too late with his division to 
be of service in the unequal contest : a tempest drove the 
fleet off the coast, and rendered retreat impossible; the repub
licans regained Fort Penthievre, and it being night, a frightful 
massacre was commenced ; D'Hervilly was killed, and Som
breuil and eight hundred of his followers capitulated with 
Roche, after an heroic resistance. But the representative 
Tallien arrived on the field of battle and assumed the whole
authority ; he recognised no capitulation : the conquered 
emigrants were thrown into prison, and afterwards tried by 
martial law and shot. With them perished the better part 
of the ancient marine of France. 

England made a fresh attempt to support the civil war in 
the west : an English fleet brought thither a French prince, 
the count d'Artois, and several regiments. At the voice o£ 
the intrepid Charette, the whole sea-board of Brittany flew 
to arms, in expectation of the landing of the prince ; and this 
great movement might have changed the face of the war in 
that country. But, after a sojourn of some weeks at L'Iele 
de Dieu, the count d'Artois returned into England without 
touching the continent, and from that time all the fruit looked 
for from this expedition was lost. The English fleet, kept 
off by contrary winds, rendered no service to the Chouans, 
and Charette, who, by sacrificing eve1-ything to secure the 
landing, had drawn down upon himself all the republican 
forces, expressed loudly his just resentment aoainRt hq~ewho 
had abandoned him. 0 '9''"'?ciDYG :OCS 1' 
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Thus then, with the exception of the check which iw azmy 
had encountered in the east, the republic had met with DOthiDg 
but BllOOeSS in the OOUl"'le of the yeaz 1795. n had oonquered 
all Holland in the north, and the paaaage of the Apennines 
in the south, which was the gate to Italy ; the hopes which 
Brittany and I.a Vendee had founded upon England had all 
been dissipated at Quiberon ; three powers, Prussia, Holland, 
and Spain, had laid down their arms. Abroad, the cauae oi 

,, the emigrants appeared to be lost, and all their hopes ~ 
directed towards the reactionary movement of the interior : 
this movement, at first directed by moderate repubtica.na, aooa 
became royalist, and entered the liata against the violence of 
the revolutionary principle. Too many crimes had beeD 
committed in the name of the Oonvention for this asaembly, 
in spite of its late acts, not to have excited profound reaen~ 
menta, and not to be an object of indignation and hatred to 
a crowd of generous minds. The journalists fOl'IDed a 
redoo.btable confederation against it, the principal orgaus at 
which were Charles de IA.cretelle, La Harpe, Richer de 
S&iay, and Tron90n de Condray. T4e jw.,... doritJ abua
doned the Convention, and the citizen class ma.nifeeted eqaally 
hostile dispositions : parties assembled on the boulevards to 
the song of Ia Rewil du Pt.uple. the Jacobina were pU1'811ed 
with , bitterness, to the cries of "Haro ,... fa ~ r• 
and great excesses were committed. The Convention sat 
bounds to these vengeances in the capital ; but in the pro
vinces it had not the power to prevent them. In the 80Uih 
pa.rticolarly, the reactionary party indulged in frightful vio
lences: companies of J66UB and of tk Sun were formed, and 
exercised tern"ble reprisals : the prisons were filled with men 
accused of having taken an active part in the Reign of Terror; 
at Lyons, Aix, Tarascon, and Marseilles, they were slaughtered 
without mercy. This reactionary disposition of the public 
mind produced serious commotions, which placed the Conven
tion in peril in the interior, even whilst it was triumphu.t 
on the frontiers. Emigration losing all hopes of overthrowiDg 
it by force of arms, had recourse to the sections of Paris, and 
attempted to bring about a counter-revolution by means of 
the new constitution of the year m. 

This constitution was the best of those that had been 
established or projected since 1789. It placed the legislative 
power in two councils, that of the Fiw Htllltdnd, and that of 
. * To cry HMO against any one is to exclaim with ill,di~QQ!UIIlainn 

b1s worda or deeds.-Tran8• o'g''"ed "' ~vd l t: ~ 
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the .An~; and tbe executive power, in a Directory of five 
members. It re-establiahed the two degrees of election, and 
fixed certain conditions of property, as qualifying persons to 
beoome members of the primary assembliea or of the electoral 
assemblies. The initiative, in the presentation of projects of 
law and their diaoussion, belonged to the oouncil of Five 
Hundred ; their admission or rejection was decided by the 
council of the Ancients ; the first was oomposed of five 
hundred members, at I.st thirty years of age ; and the 
aeoond of two hundred and fifty, who had completed their 
fortieth year : the latter named the jiw dinctorB, upon the 
presentation of the council of Five Hundred. Each of the 
directora was president during three months, and had then 
the signatme and the seala; every year the Directory waa 
renewed by a fifth; it had a guard appointed, and the palace 
of the Luxembourg for a residence. The frightful remem. 
brances of the Reign of Terror, which inflamed the reactionary 
opinion of the middle c1aas, and placed the Convention in the 
DeCeSBity of defending it.eelf; became fatal to the new oonstitu
ti.on, which perished, in particular, by the hatred and horror 
of which its authors were the object. These were quite 
&ware of what would be the danger of their position, if the 
choice of the new councils were dictated by the prevailing 
opinion ; and in order to 88BU.l'e themselves the majority and 
the nomination of the directors, they decided, by the decreea 
of the 5th and loth Fructidor, that two-thirds of the mem
bers of the Convention should be re-elected. These decree&, 
as well as the constitutional act, were submitted to the 
primary a.aaemblies, and adopted by the departments : Paris, 
under the direct influence of the journalista, accepted the 
new oonstitution, and rejected the decrees, the adoption of 
which by the majority of the primary assemblies of the 
republic was proclaimed on the 1st of Vendemi&ire. This 
was the signal for an alarming agitation ; the journalists 
and the royalist leaders of the sections were quickly 
in action, and cried t'!f'YUMlY I The armed citizens named 
electors, and swore to defend them to the death : the 
latter assembled on the 11th V endemiaire. The Convention, 
justly alarmed, voted itself in permanence ; it called around 
it the camp of the Se.blons, armed eighteen hundred patriots, 
and annulled the college of electors. The section Lepelletier 
was the first to protest against these measures, and animated 
the others by threatening them with the return of te.'!P!· A 
first attack of the· Conventionals was badlyJ bJon'ClU'®e\:1 by 
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General Menou, and the insurgents believed themselves con
querors : forty thousand citizens were soon under arms, and 
1-eadytomarch against the Convention. This body named Barns 
commandant-in-chie~ and Barras demanded and obtained as 
a second a young general who had particularly distinguished 
himself at the siege of Toulon. This was Napoleon Bonaparte: 
it was he who, in V end~miaire, prepared everything for the 
defence of the Convention. He extended his line of defence 
from the Pont Louis XV. to the Pont Neut; directing cannon 
upon all the principal points of attack. The insurgents 
advanced in several columns, commanded by the generals 
Danican and Duhoux, and the ex-garde du oorps Lafon. 
General Danican, introduced as delegate to the Aalembly, 
summoned the Convention to withdraw its troops and to 
disarm the Ttll"'l"qrists. This demand was still being deliberated 
upon when the the report of musketry and cannon was heard: 
all discussion 11""88 at an end ; seven hundred muskets were 
brought, and the Conventionals armed themselves aa a body 
of reserve. The most murderous action took place on the 
Pont Royal and in the Rue St. Honor6 ; the artillery, upon 
these two points, poured its thunders upon the insurgeu.tB and 
put them to flight; at seven o'clock in the evening, the Con
ventional troops assumed the offensive ; they were everywhere 
victorious ; on the morrow they disarmed the Lepelletier 
section, and reduced the others to order. 

Such was the battle of the 13th V end6miaire, the whole 
success of which is to be attributed to Bonaparte. This 
victory permitted the Convention to employ itself immedi
ately with the formation of a council, two-thirds of which it 
drew from its own body ; the first third, freely elected, had 
been named by reactionary opinion. The members of the 
Directory were then chosen, and the Conventional& thought, 
for the interests of the revolutionary cause and for their own 
security, it would ouly be safe to place regicides at the head 
of the government. They named R6veill~re Lepea.ux, 
Siey~ Rewbel, Le Tourneur, and Barras, directors : ~ 
declined serving, and Carnot was elected in his place. Soon 
afterwards the Convention declared its session terminated : 
it had had three years of existence, from the 21st of 
September, 1792, to the 26th of October, 1795 (4th 
Brumaire, an 4). Its reign is the most blOQdy and most; 
tyrannical of all that have stained the annals of Franoe. n 
is in vain for men who seek to justify this .Assembly to allege 
in its favour the dangers of the oountcy;JW,I;i ,,-Qi~~ve 
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necessity of the moment : when it opened its sittings, the 
campaign of L' Argonne and the cannonade of Valmy had 
saved the revolution, the Prussians were flying, and the 
French arms were victorious upon all the frontiers : the 
battle of Jemmapes preceded the 21st of January by two· 
months. If we are compelled to confess that the Convention 
triumphed over innumerable enemies, it must also be 
admitted that, it armed the greater part of them against; 
itself ; and if it was obliged to have recourse to terror in 
order to subdue them, it was because the acts that it 
tolerated, or of which it permitted the execution, had 
paralyzed the enthusiasm of the citizens for its cause, had 
raised general indignation, and compromised the Revolution 
itself. One single trait will complete the character of its 
reign : the Convention boasted of having established the 
Republic of France in a durable manner, and forty yeal'B 
after the destruction of its work, it is still the remembrance 
it has left behind, it is its bloody image that is the most firm 
support of constitutional monarchy, and one of the most 
invincible obatacles to the re-establishment of the republic, 
and to the wishes that tend to recall the government which 
the Convention itself aspired to found. 

CHAPTER IV. 

From the eatablillhment of the Executive Directory to the peace of 
Campo Formio. 27tb October, 1795 (•th Brumaire, an •}-17tb 
October, 1797 (26th Vend~, an6). 

Tm; directors were all, with the exception of Carnot, of 
a very moderate capacity ; but they possessed the resolution 
and courage necessary for their difficult situation. At that 
period there was no element of order and government in the 
republic ; anarchy and trouble prevailed everywhere ; famine 
prolonged its ravages ; the armies wanted clothes, provisions, 
and horses ; the Convention bad consumed an immense capital 
represented by assignats, and had sold nearly half the 
territory of the republic, belonging to the proscribed, in 
order to provide for the support of the troops and the people : 
the paper money, fallen to the lowest degree of discredit, 
after the prodigious issue of thirty-eight milliards, destroyed 
all confidence and all trade : the treasury was empty ; cou
riers were frequently prevented from setting outJor wt nt of 
money ; indeed, such was the general penur;r,dtliat,CWlWlf the 
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directol's entered the palace which had been amigned them 
as a dwelling, there was not one pieoe of furniture in it; ; 
they borrowed of the concierge four rush chairs ancl a 
rickety table, upon which, after having seriously COIIl

sidered the extreme cllificulties of their situation, they drew 
up the act by which they declared themselves constitllted. 

Their first care was to establish their power, and they 
sacceeded by following at once with frankness the oonstita
tional way. In a short time labour and trade revived ; the 
ciroulatioa of food was secured ; the clubs were abandoned 
for the workshops and the fields, and the people began to be 
lellSible of the advantages of the abolition of privileges and 
the division of property. The Directory eeoonded the return 
towards agriculture, manufactures, and the arts, with all ita 
power ; it re-established public expositions, created the 
National Institute, and the primary, 01mtn.l, aad nol'ID81 
schools. One of its members, Le R6veill&-e Lepea.u, cbazpi 
with the moral part of the government, wished to found the 
deistical worship, under the ll&Dle of ~; b1& 
his efforts formed food for ridicule, and proved powerleM. 
Licentiousness of morals distinguished this period : the rich 
classes, so long under the dominion of tenor, a.bandouell 
themselves to pleasure without any restraint, and a boundlesa 
luxury appeared all at once in balls, festivities, costumes, and 
equipages. The voluptuous Barras was the first to favour 
this dangerous reaction ; charged with the representation of 
the Directory, his palace was the renclezvous of the moat; 
corrupt and frivolous society. The rich, however, were the 
victims, under the Directory, of violent and extortionary 
measures : the wants of the repablic were so vast and eo impe
rative, that, in order to provide for them, the government; 
had recourse to a forced loM6; it afterwards created~ 
mandttia, which were to be employed in redeeming the 
assignats in circulation, at the rate of thirty for one, or aboU 
three per cent., and to serve instead of a metallic ourrency: 
they had the advantage of being ex.cha.npble, when desired, 
for the national domams which represented them, and 
furnished the state a momentary reeouroe ; then they fell 
into discredit, and their :fall led to the prodigious baak
ruptcy of thirty-three millianls. * 

The war in the west was only maintained by a few cbie&, 
the principal of whom, Charette and Sto~et, were much 

* .£1,875,000,000 sterling! Thirteen hundred and ~ty·""" 
millions.-Tratu. . o;g;t;,ed by l....:.oogt e 
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weakened by their divisions. Hoohe displayed great ability 
in this new campaign ; he changed the system, separating the 
royalist cause from the religious cause : by this means he 
neutralized the inB.uence of the priests, and the masaes of the 
population no longer answered to the appeal of the military 
leaders. Hoche beat Charette and made him prisoner, and 
Stoffiet was soon after betrayed and given up to the 
republicans. Neither of them was abandoned at the hour 
of execution by the heroic constancy and firmness which 
had distinguished their lives ; they were shot, Charette M 
Nantes, and Sto1Bet at Angers. Georges Cadoudal still main
tained himself in Morbihan : Hoohe directed all his strength 
against him, and soon stifled this new insurrection : most of 
the leaders quitted their arms, and sought a refuge in 
England. 

At Paris, the Directory was exposed to the violent attacka 
of the democrats and royalists. Its men1bers, after having 
participated in the excesses of the Convention and the events 
of Thermidor, were held equally in horror by the two parties, 
and were in direct opposition with the reactionary opinion 
which was gaining ground everywhere. They in the first 
place attacked the democrats, who had reopened their club 
at the Pantheon. A fanatic, emulating Robespierre, named 
Gracchus Babe~ and who proclaimed himself tribune of the 
people, attempted to raise the populace by demanding the 
agrarian law, and promising to establish common happitna•, 
by liberty, equality, and the constitution of 1793. The 
oonspirators gained the police legion, opened communicatioDS 
with the troops in camp at Grenelle, and were about to 
march against the oouncils and the Directory, when they 
were betrayed and seized in their place of meeting : 
Gracchus Babeuf paid for his audacious attempt with his 
head. Another movement took p]aq, in the camp at 
Grenelle, but 1V88 detected and stopped oy the commandant 
Malo ; his dragoons sabred the insurgents, and the leaden 
were brought by the Directory before the military oom· 
missions. A royalist conspiracy 1V88 at the same time 
attempted, conducted by the abM Brothier and Lavilleheur· 
nois; it failed, and the guilty parties were condemned with 
mildness by the judges, elected under the influence of the 
insurrectional movement of V endemiaire. The struggle 
was from that time carried on between the Directory and the 
authorities freely named by the sectio~ ~ 1;,tll~(figty~ 
itself conquered by the electoral and reactionary pow~, bad 
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recourse to the army, and set the dangerous example of pro· 
voking its intervention in affairs of state. 

In this year, again, the glory of France belonged entirely 
to its armies. Carnot conceived a plan for the campaign, by 
which the armies of the Rhine, of the Sambre and Meuse. 
and of Italy, should march upon Vienna with one common 
accord by ecMllonni'fl{ft and supporting each other. The two 
first were commanded by the already celebrated generals 
Moreau and Jourdan ; the third was given to the young 
conqueror of Toulon, to the defender of the Convention in 
Vendemiaire, Napoleon Bonaparte. This army, destitute of 
~. clothes, and provisions, had not been able to pl.'Ofn 
by the .victory of Loano, and found itse~ in the spring of 
1796, in face of the Austrians under Beaulieu, and of the 
Piedmontese under Colli, in a situation nearly resemliling 
that in which it had been placed the preceding year before 
its victory. Colli occupied, in the intrenched camp of La. 
Ceva, the reverse of the Apennine from the side of the Po : 
:Beaulieu extended from the valley of La Bormida and the 
col or passage of Montenotte to the sea, and intercepted the 
road to Genoa. 

Bonaparte arrived at his head-quarters at Nice on the 27th 
of March ; he found the army destitute of every resource 
with respect to materiel, but well provided with courage and 
experience. His soldiers had become practised warriors in 
giant combats among the Alps and Pyrenees; their leaders 
were Massena, Augereau, La Harpe, Serrurier, Murat, and 
Joubert. The first words of the young general pro~ 
victory : " Soldiers," said he, " you are ill fed and almost. 
naked ; the government owes you much, but can do nothing 
for you. Your patience and courage do you honour, but 
procure you neither advantage nor glory. I will lead you 
to the most fertile :ulains of the world ; you will there find. 
great cities and ric1i provinces, you will there find honour, 
glory, and wealth: Soldiers of Italy, can you want courage1"' 
Bonaparte, who had but thirty-six thousand men againsf; 
sixty thousand, perceived at once that it was necessary for 
him, as his predecessor had done, to separate the Piedmontese 
from the Austrians, and crush them one after the other. 
He moved his head-quarters to Savona, and directed I.e 
Harpe's division along the sea-coast, attracting the attention 

~ I kn~w of no English word that can &DSWer for thill expre&Bive one. 
It w, to dtspose troopa upon divers plans, 10 that they ay • Jl91',1!!Mivvly 
support and replace each other (Nodier).-.7hU!i;"ed ·Y ~u,yt: 
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and all the efforts of the enemy to that side ; but whilst the 
left of the Austrians advanced agaiDBt La Harpe, ita centre 
prepared to fall upon the French a.rmy by the passage ot 
Montenotte : twelve hundred men only, under Colonel 
Rampon, occupied the passage : Rampon perceived the peril 
of the army if this point were forced ; he shut himself up 
with his brave followers in an old redoubt, made them swear 
to die there rather than surrender, repulsed the efforts of all 
the Austrian infantry t.hree times, and gave the French 
divisions time to come up. Bonaparte immediately drew 
back his right, which he directed upon Montenotte in fa.c& 
of the enemy, whilst Massena's division, turning the crest of 
the A pennine, was to aurprise them in the rear. His orders 
were executed ; the Austrians, attacked and aurprised, fell 
back in disorder, and Bonaparte, master of the passage and 
the crest of the Apennine, saw before him the Austrians, 
who rallied at Dego and guarded j;he route to Lombardy. 
and on his left the Piedmontese, who occupied the redoubt
able gorges of Mil)eaimo, with the valley of the Bo1·mida, 
and intercepted the road to Piedmont. Without a decisive 
blow upon both armies, the fruit of the victory of Monte
notte would be lost : the action was commenced on the very 
next day. La Harpe and Massena dashed amongst the 
Austrians at Dego, whilst Augereau impetuously penetrated 
into the gorges of the Milleaimo ; he separated the brave 
Provera, who defended them, from the Piedmonteae army, 
drove him into a strong fl&atle, where, after a furious 89B&ult 
of two days, he forced him to lay down his anna with fifteen 
hundred men: the defile was carried. The Austrian army 
was already in flight on the route to Milan, and the Pied
montese were retiring upon Mondovi. 

Bonaparte, a conqueror upon three points, had already 
gained three victories in three·days, and impressed his army 
with astonishment and admiration : from the aummit of the ' 
Apennines he contemplated with emotion the rich plains or. 
Piedmont and Italy, watered by so many fine rivers; he 
pointed them out to his soldiers aa anotl/,f/1' land of promise, 
and exclaimed : " Hannibal crossed the Alps, and we, we 
have turned them !" The whole plan of the campaign was 
in these words ; the conqueror decided upon pursuing the 
Piedmontese, and triumphed ~train at Mondovi ; he carried 
Chera.~, an important position at the c6nfl.uence of the 
Tanaro and the Stura, and already menaced ;turin, yfrom 
:which he was only eighteen leagues di~nt;d by ~~3l'fctor 
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Amadeus III. trembled for his capital and his crown ; he 
sued for peace, and BoDa.pa.rte signed an armistice, Yhicll 
gave him the places of Coni, Tortona, and .Aleesandria, with. 
the immense magazines they contained, and opell.ed, by Pied
mont, his communications with France. Two sta.Ddard8. 
fifty-five pieces of cannon, five victories, fifteeD. thousaud 
prisoners, ten thousand men killed or wounded, and peace 
with the Piedmontese, were the results of a campaign of 
fifteen days : Paris was in a state of eDthll8iasm, and tbe 
two councils voted by three times that the army of Italy 
deserved well of its country. 

Bonaparte followed up his success : he c:lecem!d Beaulieu. 
by false manamvres, crossed the Po, and laid the dukedom of 
Parma under contribution : Lombardy was before him. &Btl 
hls intention was to subdue it ; but it was necessary firsl; to 
complete the ruin of Beaulieu, and he attempted to cu.t oil 
hls army, a portion of which occupied Lodi, upon the Add&. 
He marched rapidly upon that place, and carried it ; the 
Austrians fell back upon the opposite bank ; twelw thousiDcl 
infantry, four thousand horse, and a formidable artilJmy 
defended the bridge they had crossed : this obstacle appeared 
insurmountable, but the young general commUDicaad his 
enthusiasm to the hearts of six thousand grenadiers, of whom 
he formed a column, which he precipitated upon the bridge 
amidst a perfect tempest of bullets and cannon-shot, wllils& 
his cavalry forded the river above Lodi, and attacked the 
Austrians in the rear ; they fled in disorder, and from thai 
time the army of Italy was invincible. Beaulieu e1Fected 
his retreat, abandoning behind him Cremona, Milan, Pavia, 
Como, and Cassano ; the French took possession of these 
plaoos, and, Bonaparte immediately ee~ upon the line of 
the Adige, a river which, after a course of a sh011i extent, 
:&ills from the Apennines into the Adriatic, and p:roteola 
Lombardy from Austria. From this important line and the 
Venetian places of Varona and Porto-Legnago, which the 
terrified Venetian government permitted him to occupy, 
:Bonaparte retraced his steps : the time waa come wherein to 
make the governments of Italy sensible of the power of Uae 
republic : the conqueror received the submission of Genoa 
and of Hercules d'Este, duke of Modena ; this prince paid 
ten millions, and retired to Venice. General Vaubois gained 
possession of Leghom, in which place six hundred Coraieau 
had taken refuge : Bonaparte sent them to their own ia1aDd, 
to raise an insurrection against the Engijsh, o~~ SW> 
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ceeded in cbiviDg out. The courl of Naples, dominated over 
by Queen Caroline, sister of Marie Antoinette, and stimula.ied 
by a furioua hatred agaiDst France, had announced a fOr
midable armament ; but it trembled at the fame of tlre 
-victories of Bonaparte, it concluded an amU&Uoe, and su]). 
mitted to a neutrality : the pope, who had left the murder 
of the French ambassador at Rome unpUDished, and had 
preached a crusade against the republic, waa reduced to 
submission : as conditions of peace, Bonaparte impoeed upon 
:him the payment of twenty-one millions and the surrender 
of a hundred of the masterpieces of an from his musemns. 

The Austria.Da, however, made a new effOrt, and the arch
duke Charles, brother of the emperor, advanced towards .. 
Rhine at the head of aeventy ihousand men. Then, ia 
execution of the plan of Carnot, tDe armies of the Rhine 
and the Sambre and :Melllle, under Moreau and J ourdaa, 
were put in motion at the same time, and led &crOI8 the 
river, with the purpose of enveloping the enemy on their 
two wings, and afterwards to march, in concert with the 
army of Italy, upon the centre of the Austrian monarchy. 
The enormous space which separated the two armies, of 
whieh one effected its passage at Dusseldorf, and the other 
at Strasbourg, the distance at which each would be from their 
basis of operations, and the obsta.eles they must encounter in 
a difficult enemy's country, rendered this plan very hazard
oaa ; it promised, however, at first, to succeed. Moreau 
gave battle to ~he archduke Charles at Radstadt, between 
'the Rhine and the Black Mountains : the victory 'Willi 

warmly disputed ; but, at leDgth, the French having suc
eeeded in getfutg possession of the heights and the debouchtw 
iDto the valley of the Necker, the archduke feared being cut 
off from the hereditary states of the Austrian monarchy ; 
and to cover them, he fell back rapidly upon tbe Danube, 
between Ulm and Ratisbon, leaving Moreau to advance 
upon him by the valley of the Necker, and Jourdan by that 
of the Maine. Thus, towards the middle of the year 1796, 
the French armies, mistresses of Italy and of ODe half «. 
Germany, to the Danube, threatened to invade the other 
laal.£ 

In the mean time, the old Austrian marshal W urmaer re
eniered the Tyrol at the head of a new and a formidable 
army of sixty thousand meD, and prepared to force the HDes 
of the Adige, to remove the blockade of ~ ~ to 
annihilate the French army of Italy, iDfenbl'j bi--il'll~ to 
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his by at least half; and shut up in a narrow space ~ 
the Lake of Garda on the north, the Adige on the east, a.nd 
the Po on the south. Three routes presented themselves to 
Wurmser : the first crossed the Adige at Roveredo, above 
the Lake of Garda, and turned behind this lake, following the 
western bank, where the only obstacle that he had to over
come was the military position of Salo ; the second route 
passed between the lake and the Adige, running along the 
heights of Montebaldo, which separated them, and which 
'WllB defended by the important positions of Corona a.nd 
Rivoli ; the .third, following the left bank of the Adige, de
bouched in the plain towards Verona, and came out upon the 
front of the defensive line of the French. Never had the 
army of Italy found itself in such imminent peril, and 
already all the partisans of Venice and Austria, who beheld 
with pain the French flag triumphant in Lombardy, repeated 
that ancient and redoubtable adage, that Italy tDaB the tolllb 
of the F~ Wurmser ordered twenty thousand men 
under Quasdanovitch to file off behind Lake Garda, whilat 
he himself advanced with forty thousand men, between the 
lake and the Adige. Bonaparte, whose head-quarters were 
at Castel Novo, at the southern point of the lake, soon 
learnt that the positions ofSalo, of Corona, and Rivoli, which 
defended the two banks of it, were forced, and that he was 
about to be enveloped. All his generals, with the single 
exception of Augereau, advised a prompt retreat : Bonaparte 
resisted, he drew inspiration from his genius, and saw that 
one decisive blow might be struck before the two columna of 
the enemy could unite ; but it was necessary to act at once, 
and with all his forces ; he sacrificed Mantua, which, from 
want of provisions, was on the point of surrendering, and 
recalled in great haste the division Serrurier, employed in 
the blockade of that place : it was important, in the first 
place, to stop Quasdanovitch, who would quickly debouch in 
the plain to the west of the lake, and already cut off .the 
retreat of the French towards Milan. It was to this side 
Bonaparte first directed his efforts : he crossed the Minc:io, 
and passed rapidly to Lonato with the bulk of his forces : 
the Austrian columns were already debouching ; a sanguinary 
contest ensued, the Austrians were repulsed, and the French 
recaptured the important position of Salo to the west of the 
lake. Quasdanovitch was stopped, and a single division was 
sufficient to keep him in check ; Bonaparte immediately 
changed his front, and came back upoq, ,~~~ ,~Q.~l~hich 
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· :had turned the lake by the other bank : he poured down 
upon them like thunder, and dispersed them, but, though 
conqueror, his task was not completed; Wurmser, who, with 
twenty thousand men, had removed the blockade of Mantua, 
rallied his troops and prepared to overwhelm him. The two 
armies had each one wing upon lake Garda, and the 
other on the heights of Castiglione. It was on the cele-· 
brated plains of that name that the fate of Italy was about 
to be decided. Bonaparte foresaw that W urmser, whoae 
right touched the lake, would make an effort on that side to 
join Quasda.noviteh, still held back at Salo, and he ordered 
the division Serrurier to make a detour, so as to commence 
the attack on the rear of the enemy. The action began on 
the 4th of August, at daybreak. Bonaparte left W urmser 
to weaken his line by extending it on its right, and the first 
cannon of Serrurier's division was scarcely heard in the rear 
of the Austrians when he launched the divisions Augereau 
and Massena full upon their centre. The Austrians, taken 
between two fires, gave way, and Wurmser sounded a 
retreat ; he re-entered the Tyrol, after having lost twenty 

· thousand men and all Italy. 
Not satisfied with having conquered Wurmser, Bonaparte 

wished to destroy him, and was anxious to pursue him ; a. 
repose of twenty days was sufficient for his army, which im
mediately afterwards entered the mountains of the Tyrol ; 
-but W urmser had received reinforcements, and resumed the 
offensive. The two armies met at Roveredo, and Bonaparte 
again triumphed ; all the Austrian art.illery and four thou
sand prisoners fell into his hands. Wurmaer stole away 
with thirty thousand men, and descended the valley of the 
Brenta to force the Adige, and throw himself between the 
French army engaged in the Tyrol and Mantua, again block
aded. Bonaparte divined his intention ; he left -ten thou
sand men under V au bois in guard of the Tyrol ; he took 
twenty thousand men with him, followed the enemy into 
th,e basin of the Brenta, attacked him unexpectedly, and 
gained a fresh victory at Bassa.no with the immortal divisions 
.A ugereau and MaS!Iena. Wurmser, whom he hoped to bring 
to bay between the Brenta and the Adige, crossed the latter 
river at Legnago, forced the blockading division before 
Mantua, and shut himself up in that place with fifteen thou
sand men. Bonaparte had again killed or taken twenty 
thousand Austrians in a few days ; this was tllt~ thnv army 
he had destroyed; Colli, Beaulieu, and g,iWiwiJDse~glad by 
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turns been beaten, CODqnered, by him during four months, an 
immense materiel had fallen into his hands, and his ~ 
from one extremity of Italy to the other, was repeated with 
admiration and terror. 

In Germany, however, evenu had taken place not les 
important, but adve111e to the French arms ; and it was to be 
feared that the reverses of the armies of the Bambl-e and 
Meuse, and of the Rhine, would make France loee the bene
ficial results of her utraordinary successes in Italy. 

Moreau had arrived on the banks of the Danube in tlMt 
early days of the mooth of August, and Jourdan was already 
i>llowiDg the course of the Naa.b, a tributaly of tlla.t river. 
Tlt.e arehduke Charles, after being beaten by Moreau al 
Neresheim, concentrated all his forcea upon the Danube, and 
conceived a plan which 88Sured him the advantage of the 
campaign. He reaolved to preTeDt the junction of J oordaa 
and Moreau, and to overwhelm them, oae after the other, by 
mperior furces. The army of the Sambre and Meuse under 
Jourdan was the weaker of the two. The archduke, in the 
:first place, :marched to meet it, repulsed its van, CODlDl&Dded 
by Bernadotte, and compelled it to retreat; Jourdan halted 
and fought the battle of Wurtzburg, but be 'was conquered, 
and the archduke drove him back in disorder to ~e point 
from which be had started on the Rhine. All his strength was 
now directed against Moreau, who, instead of following him 
and taking him between two fires, had conUn.ued a skilfully
conducted march towards the Danube. This general was 
approaching Munich, and occupied an immense ground, w1leu 
he heard of the reverses of Jourdan, who alone could have 
assisted him in maintaining his position. The archduke 
returned upon him with furced marc1les ; the army of 
the Rhine, deprived of support, was in peril, and was 
forced to retreat in its turn : Moreau ordered a retreat, 
and covered himself with glory in executing it ; he crosaed 
more than a hundred leagues of country in presence « 
a formidable enemy, and re-entered France, after having 
won the battle of Biberach in the Black Mountains, and 
without having once allowed himselfto be brokenor disordered. 

This retreat left the army of Italy to be exposed alone w 
the eft"orts of the Austrians, and placed it in great danger. 
Davidovitcb had collected twenty thousnd men in the Tyrol, 
and .Alvinzi advanced from Friuli towards the Piave wiih 
about forty thousand. To resist this third army of sixty 
thousand men, Bonaparte had only thirtyti no~ af 
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whom twelve thousand were in the Tyrol under V aubois, ten 
thousaDd were upon the Brenta and the Adige under Massena, 
and the rest surrounding Mantua : all these corps, worn out 
'With the fatigues of so laborioos a campaign, were in some 
sort exhausted by their own victories. The reinforcements 
promised by the Directory, and impatiently expected, did ~ 
arrive, and Alvinzi was approaching. The plan of the 
Austrians was to attack in the mmwtains of the Tyrol and 
on the plain at the same time. Davidovitch had orders to 
drive V au'bois from his positions, and to descend along the 
two banks of the Adige as far as Varona : Alvinsi was, on 
his part, to cross the Piave and the Brenta, then to unite 
with Davidovitch at Verona, and to march in oonoert with. 
bim to the deliverance of Man1ioa and Wurmser. This plan. 
at :first succeeded; Vaubois, beaten by Davidovitch, fell back 
as far as the positions of Corona. and Rivoli, and his reTeJ:BeS 
forced Bonaparte, although conqueror of Alvinsi upon the 
Brent&, to fall back to Verona. Alvinzi hastened to oocapy 
in front of this city the redoubtab]e position of Caldiero ; 
Bonaparte in vain endeavoured to carry it ; after the bloody 
and unfortunate battleofCaldiero, his army, reduced to fourteen 
thousaDd men, against forty thousaDd, was again led back into 
Verona. His brave soldiers murmured : what fruit had they 
derived from all their victories 1 what prospect had they but to 
be driven as fugitives over the Alps I Bonaparte shared them 
feelings, he wrote to the Directory : "All our superior officers, 
all our best generals, are hor. de combat,· the army of Italy, 
reduced to a handful of men, is exhausted. The heroes of 
Jlillesimo, Lodi, Castiglione, and Be.ssano have either died 
for their country or are in the hospital. The corps have 
DOthing left but their reputation or their pride. Joubert, 
lannes, Victor, Murat, and Rampon are wounded : we are 
abandoned in the depih of Italy; all the brave men who are 
left see infallible death with such inferior forces. Perhapa 
the fatal hour of the brave Augerean, of the intrepid 'Meppepa, 
will soon come ; then, then, what will become of theee brave 
men 1 This idea renders me cautioue, I do not dare to face 
the death which would be a discouragement for thoee who 
are the object of my solicitude. .... " Bonaparte again 
demanded reinforcements, and termiDated with these words : 
" TIHlay the troops are resting, to-morrow we shall - ~ 
And yet it was at the very moment when he considered his 
position as desperate that his 'genius all at W.2". -~"rpuaed. 
aud inspired 1Um with one of thoee greatd m~'Upoa 
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which the issue of a whole campaign and the fate of states 
depend. Marshes surround Verona beyond the Adige, and 
are crossed by two causeways which lead to Ronco, at some 
leagues to the south of Verona, upon tbe positions occupied 
by the enemy. By fighting on these causeways, numbers 
had no advantage, courage and audacity might effect every
thing ; this battle-field was the only one upon which a hand
ful of brave men might conquer a whole army : it was that 
which Bonaparte selected. He marched out from Verona 
on the 14th of November by tbe southern gate, crossed the 
Adige a.t Ronco, returned on the north by the causeways, 
and his columns prepared to debouch upon the rear of the 
enemy ; but they were stopped at the bridge of Arcola upon 
the Adige, and Bonaparte with great anxiety sa.w a part of 
the results of his skilful manreuvre escape him. The enemy, 
warned by a brisk fusillade, hastened from Caldiero ; a 
formidable artillery defended the opposite bank ; Augerea.u 
seized a flag and bore it forward on to the bridge at the head 
of his brave men ; but a terrible discharge drove him back 
again. Bonaparte saw all the enemy's line in motion ; the 
passage must be carried at any cost : he sprang forward at a 
gallop, threw himself from his horae, and, addressing the 
soldiers crouching on the edge of the causeway, cried : " Are 
you the conquerors of Lodi ~" Then, himself seizing a banner, 
he added : " Follow your general ! " And he precipitated 
himself upon the bridge amidst a torrent of balls and bu Uets ; 
his genera1s surrounded him, La.nnes received his third wound 
-whilst covering him with his body ; Muiron, Bonaparte's 
aide-de-camp, fell dead at his feet ; a fresh discharge swept 
the bridge, the soldiers bore back their general in their arms, 
and it appeared to be necessary to renounce the idea of Slll'

prising the enemy's army before it should be entirely in line 
on the plain. General Guyeux, however, found a ford below 
Arcola ; he crossed the Alps, and carried the village on the 
other bank ; then the bridge became free, and a terrible 
battle of two days commenced : Massena, Augereau, and , 
the immortal 32nd demi-brigade rivalled each other in 
courage and efforts ; the Austrians, half destroyed, were put 
to flight. Bonaparte ordered them to be pursued, and re
entered Verona in triumph. He immediately set forward to 
meet QU8Sdanovitoh, who had carried the positions of Corona 
and Rivoli, and driven V au bois as far as Castel Novo ; he 
~ttacked him on all sides, Blld drove him back in ~order 
mto the gorges of the Tyrol Paris, Fmn~ftif$/<..Wm-e 
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again struck with admiration and enthusiasm at the news of 
these almost fabulous exploits, and the two councils, whilst 
pronouncing, according to custom, that the army of Italy 
had once again deserved well of its country, decreed to Bona
parte and Augereau a recompense worthy of an heroic age : 
they gave them the 1lags borne by them on the bridge of 
Arcola, to be preserved in their families. 

This immortal campaign, which already comprised four, if 
we count i!hem by the number of the armies destroyed, was 
not yet terminated. Austria knew that W Ul"IW!er was 
reduced to extremity in Mantua, and that to abandon that 
place was to give up Lombardy to France. Emboldened by 
the successes of Prince Charles against the armies of the 
Rhine and the Sambre and Meuse, it resolved to dispute Italy 
once more with Bonaparte. Whilst Austria sent forward 
another army to the general Alvinzi, she pressed the pope to 
send his to the assistance of Mantua, and gave him Colli to 
command it. Bonaparte had then, towards the end of 1796, 
to defend himself at once against the army of the pope, 
against the ill-will of Venice, which preserved its neutrality 
with regret, and against sixty-five thousand men led by 
Alvinzi and Provem. But he himself had at length received 
the so long looked for reinforcements, and reckoned forty
five thousand men beneath his standard. He first went 
personally to Bologna, and took the necessary measures for 
stopping the troops of the Roman states ; then he reascended 
quickly towards the Adige, and entered upon the scene of an 
arduous struggle, which he was about to terminate by decisive 
blows. Twenty thousand men advanced under Provera by the 
lower Adige, with the purpose of communicating with the 
army of the pope and Mantua ; Alvinzi, with forty-five 
thousand soldiers, descended from the Tyrol by the route 
which passes the foot of Montebaldo, the chain of which 

. separates Lake Garda from the Adige; a not very numerous 
corps followed the opposite bank. The celebrated position of 

• Rivoli was the only one that could stop the enemy between 
the lake and the river. This position, formed by a half-circular 
plateau which dominated the route, is itself dominated by the 
heights of Montebaldo, which extend around it like an amphi
theatre, but to which it is impossible to bring artillery : the 
Adige bathes the foot of the plateau, and the route crosses it 
by rising by various turns which it makes upon itself. 

Bonaparte had for a long time been awa~ of all the 
importance of this position, and placed JoU:btlrt'tllilQ81t'Boon 
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threatened on all sides, he perceived that the principal. eft"ori 
of the Austrian anny would be directed against Rivoli, whens 
Joubert wu making an heroic MJi.st&nce, and that the 6.eW 
of ba.ttJe would be the plateau itself, where the fight wu 
begun ; he collected all the forces he could dispol!e of without 
Ye&kening his other points of defence, &nd flew with ~ 
to the assistance of Joubert, who was contending with ten 
ihousand men against forty-five thousand. The horizon was 
in a blaze ; clouds of the enemy had climbed th~ heighla ol 
M:ontebaldo, which dominate the plateau in a half-circle, and 
were descending from this am.phiiheatre in close ooluiDDS : a 
formidable maE of cavalry &nd artillery 'W8S advanciag npon 
tbe plateau by the route ; another body under Lusignan, 'W88 

turning 'Ule plateau. to fall upon the rear of the French army, 
and from the opposite shore Vukasaovitch waa pouriDg 
.a shower of fire. But this plateau was the only point upa 
which Bonaparte coW.d prevent the junction of the differem 
bodies of the enemy's army. He reanimm,d by his presence 
Joubert's soldiers, almost exhausted by forty-eight hours' 
:fighting, pointed his cannon upon the columns which were 
descending from M:ontebaldo, &nd routed them ; the French 
left wing gave way, but the H:th demi-brigade and the invin
cible 22nd, with M811!eD& at their head, drove back the enemy. 
Le Clerc and La Salle precipitated themselves with their 
squadrons upon the formidable column of artillery and cavalry 
which wu already debouching by the route upon the right 
of the pl&tea.n ; a light brigade of artillery .fired chain-shot, 
crushed all that had debouched, and overthrew p8le-m& botlt 
horses and cannon upon the rapid declivity. Bonaparte 
and Joubert then fell again upon the half-circle of .A.uatriaa 
infantry, whose rallied masses returned pouring upon the 
invaded plateau ; they charged them, shot them down, broke 
them ; and this infantry fled into the mountaiDa. The 
Austrian corps under '.Lusignan, the appointed duty ofwhich 
had been to cut off the French, was itself cut oft; and laid 
down ila 8Z'IDS. The battle was won. Bonaparte and Ma.ena 

' immediately turned to meet Provera, who with his twenty 
thousand men had passed the Adige, and was madUDg 
towvds Mantua to deliver it ; a second battle was fought in 
face of the faubourg St. George, whilst Serrorier repulsed a 
furiOUB attack made by W urmser, wilo endeavoured to force 
his lines, and drove him back into Mantua. Provera, stU"

:round~ by_ Victor, Massena, and Augereau, ~d. ~own his 
arms wtih BlX thousand men. These battles; bprod. after 
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8o many prodigies, decided the fate of Italy ; W urmser, 
reduced to extremity in Mantua, IIUl'l"eD.dered the city and 
his sword to the young conqueror. 

Bonaparte, appearing from that iime to have a presenti
ment of his unheard-of fortunes, neglected no meaDS of 
obtaining suooesa and renown : in the intervals of bia battles 
he conversed with IGm1ltl and poets ; he bouted of the 
republic, and already everything announced in him the future 
ruler ; affable with his lieutenants and aoldiers, he displayed 
a haughty reaerve towards the directors, and triumphed over 
their jealousy by proving himself indispensable at the head 
of bia victorious anny. He availed himself of the popular 
sympathies against the governments, and tnmaformed Lom
bardy into the cisalpine republic, of which Milan became the 
elLpital. Numerous reinforcements arrived from France, and 
he marched again towards Vienna, having Prince Charles u 
his opponent: Maaaena commanded the van, and immortalized 
himself by the victories of Piave and Tagliamento. Carinthia, 
Styria, and Friuli were rapidly conquered, terror reigned in 
Vienna, and Bonaparle, to penetrate further, awaited the 
movements of the other armies. Hoche commanded that of 
the Bambre and Meuse, Moreau kept the anny of the Rhine : 
their march was slow, and Joubert, left behind by Bonaparte, 
with three divisions to defend the Tyrol, was beaten by 
Prince Charles, and compelled to retreat. Bonaparte, 
when informed of this reverse, aent to Vienna to treat far 
peace, and an armistice waa concluded at Leoben. The French 

·general yielded to Austria Mantua and a pari of Venetian 
Lombardy that he had conquered, in exchange for the cisal-
pine republic that he had founded. The Directory rejected 
these preliminaries, and Bonaparte pointed out Venice to 
Austria as an amends for Mantua. The fate of this republic 
was decided. French emisaa:ries in all parts endeavoured to 
raise the people against the senate ; but at Verona, a city 
dependent upon Y enioe, the French gam.on was slaughtered 
in a popular revolt ; Bonaparte, who only sought; for a pre
text to legitimize an act of spoliation, broke into furious 
complaints against the Venetian republic, and demanded 
Tengeance for the massacre ofV erona : nothing conld appease 
him. General Baragoay d'Hilliers marched upon Venice ; 
the senate, tenifi.ed at his approach, voted a constitution to 
conciliate France, and dissolved itself ; the French entered 
the city, and by the definitive treaty of Campo Formio save 
it up to Austria, in exchange for the Belgia.nybd>~~i\)ard 
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states : Mantua was joined to the cisalpine republic, as well 
as the Bolognese and Romagna. The congress of Radstadt 
was opened at the same time to treat for peace with the 
empire. The deliverance of General La Fayette and his 
tlu:ee companions in misfortune, insisted upon by Bonaparte, 
was one of the articles of the glorious peace of Oampo Formio. 

All the confederated powers, except England, laid down 
their arms, and }]:ance extended her system through Elll'Ope ; 
a great part of her frontiers was covered with republican 
states, from the North Sea to the Gulf of Genoa. 

But previously to the signing of this advantageous treaty, 
the inevitable disagreement between the executive power 
and the electoral power broke out with violence at the ter· 
mination of the elections of the year V. They were made, 
for the most part, under the influence of the reactionary 
party. Pichegru was enthusiastically voted to the presi
dency of the council of Five Hundred, and BarM-Marbois to 
that of the Ancients. It was the chance of Letourneur t-c. 
be the member that was to go out from the Directory ; Bar• 
thgemy, ambassador to Switzerland, W8d to take his place. 
The councils, as soon as constituted, entered into a stroggle 
with the government. Letters of pardon, in favour of the 
proscribed, were voted precipitately; Camille Jordan, the 
Lyonnese deputy, possessed of both eloquence and courage, 
came forward as the most ardent panegyrist of the clergy, 
and demanded the abolition of the civic oath ; but which was 
maintained in spite of him. Priests and emigrants returned 
in crowds, all the interests born of the revolution were com
promised, and the directors found themselves in a state which 
rendered them perfectly incapable of defending them. The 
constitution not having invested them with the useful 
right of appealing to public opinion by dissolving the 
councils, they resolved to break them up by force. ·The 
constitutionals of 1791 joined them, and opposed the repub- 1 

lican club of Balm to the club Clichy, founded by the royal
ists : the first depended upon the army for its support, the 
second upon the councils. The directors ordered several 
regiments to draw near to the capital, in contempt of 
the constitution, which decreed that troops should not be 
brought into Paris, or within twelve leagues of Paris, with
out a special law ; the councils broke out into furioua 
threats ; the directors produced in reply violent addresses 
from each army to the councils ; the contest became more 
violent ; in vain Carnot and Barth61emy attemll.ted tQ act aa 

D1Q1t1zed by L;oog l e 
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pacificators ; the majority of the Directory, composed of 
Barras, Rewbel, and Reveill~re, judged that their own cause, 
as well as that of the revolution, could no longer be defended 
by lawful means ; they were threatened by a violent and 
illegal attack, and they resolved to be beforehand with their 
enemies. The 18th Fructidor was fixed upon for the execu
tion of the coup d'etat. During the night twelve hundred 
men entered Paris under the command of Augereau, and in 
the morning, these troops and forty pieces of cannon were 
placed round the Tuileries. The grenadiers of the legis
lative guard joined Augereau, who arrested the generals 
Pichegru, Willot, and the commandant Ramel, with his own 
hand, in the hall of the sittings ; a great number of the 
members of the councils were seized by an armed force, on 
their arrival at the Tuileries. The directors fixed upon the 
Odron and the School of Medicine as the new places for the 
meetings of the councils. They published at the same time 
a letter from Moreau, which revealed the treachery of Piche
gru ; and after having rendered an account of their conduct, 
they caused a commission to be nominated charged with 
preparing a law of public safety. By this law, forty-two 
members of the council of Five Hlmdred, eleven members of 
that of the Ancients, and two directors, Carnot and Bar
thelemy, were condemned to be transported to Cayenne. 
Among those who were struck by this odious measure were 
Pichegru, Boil!sy d' Anglas, Camille Jordan, Pastoret, Simeon, 
BarM-Marbois, Lafon-Ladebat, Portalis, and Tron'<on du 
Condray. The directors carried their rigours still further, 
and sacrificed the authors of thirty-five journals to their 
resentment ; caused the laws in favour of priests and emi
grants to be reported, and annulled the elections of forty
eight departments. The contest of the 18th Fructidor 
ruined the royalist party, raised the republican party, put the 
army in possession of the dangerous secret of its power in 
the government of the state, and substituted the clictatorship 
for legitimate rule. Merlin de Douay and Franc;ois de N auf
chAteau replaced Carnot and Barthelemy. The treaty of 
Campo Formio, which followed this revolution, had been 
signed by Bonaparte, in opposition to the formally expressed 
will of the directors. They could not see without alarm a 
young general, elevated to the highest rank by a single cam
paign, decide arbitrarily upon peace or war ; but public 
opinion exal~ his ~riumphs, and the Director.>[,._not d!lring 
to find fault Wlth him, wished to appear gtoda:ssO'~lftself 
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with his glory, by according to him in Paris greater honours 
than had hitherto been rendered to any general. 

The Directory caused a triumphal festival to be prepared 
for the ceremony of delivering the treaty of Campo Formio. 
This imposing scene took place in the court of the palace of 
the Luxembourg. The directors, dressed in Roman costume, 
were seated at the extremity of the court, upon an estrade, 
at the foot of the altar of the country. Around them sat 
the ministers, the ambassadors, the members of the two 
councils, the leaders of the administrations ; and over their 
heads floated the innumerable colours taken from the enemy. 
All hearts were in expectation, when, to the sound of war
like music, amidst the roar of cannon and the ~WClamations 
of the crowd, advanced he who had signed this glorious peace 
after having conquered it. Bonaparte appeared, accompanied 
by Talleyrand, minister of foreign affairs. The slender, deli
cate person of the young conqueror presented a contrast 
with the idea which his gigantic exploits had caused to be 
conceived of him; but his ardent eye, his pale Roman 
countenance, every feature of which bore the impress of 
strong will and genius, produced, it is said, an indescribable 
sensation upon the assembly. At sight of him, mingled 
cries of Vivela Tepuhii.ql.uJ! Vive BonapMte I resounded from 
all sides. Talleyrand, in a concise speech, praised the 
modesty of the conqueror, and referred all his glory, not to 
him, but to the revolution, to the armies, to the great nation. 
Bonaparte then spoke : " Citizens," said he, " the French 
people, to be free, had kings to combat with ; to obtain a 
constitution founded upon reason, they had eighteen centu
ries of prejudices to overcome. The Constitution of the 
year III. and you have triumphed over all these obstacles. 
You have succeeded in organizing the great nation, whose 
vast territory is only circumscribed because nature itself has 
placed limits to it ... I have the honour to deliver to you the 
treaty signed at Campo Fonnio, and ratified by his majesty 
the emperor. The peace assures the liberty, the prosperity, 
and the glory of the republic. When the fta.ppiness of the 
French people shall be based upon better organic laws, the 
whole of Europe will become free.'' Unanimous acclama
tions followed this speech ; Barras replied to it : he pointed 
out England to the young hero, as a field abounding in new 
laurels. A patriotic hymn by the poet Chenier was after
wards sung in chorus, with the accompaniment of a Iq&gnifi
cent orchestra and cannon ; then J oullert'd abd0.&g~6ossy 
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advanced, bearing a flag, the homage of the republic to the 
army of Italy. Its exploits, its conquests, were enumerated 
upon it. Upon it were inscribed in letters of gold the 
hundred and fifty thousand prisoners, the sixty-six flags, the 
eleven hundred pieces of artillery, taken from the enemy ; 
the numerous treaties imposed upon the sovereigns of Italy, 
the tribute of the works of its great masters, with the sixty
seven glorious fights and eighteen victories in pitched battle. 

CHAPTER V. 

From the peace of Campo Formio to the eetablisbment of the Consulate. 
17th October, 1797 (26th Vend~miaire,an 6}-lOih November,1799 · 
(19th Brumaire, an 8). 

THE treaty of Campo Formio and the coup d'etat of Fruc
tidor for a time raised the directorial government, in which 
Treilhard shortly succeeded Neufch&teau, to the highest 
degree of its power ; but its strength, more apps.rent than 
real, reposed entirely upon the army; and this false and 
dangerous position imposed upon the Directory the obligation 
of keeping the troops under their standards and continuing 
the war. Barras, when haranguing Bonaparte, had pointed 
out England to him as a new conquest worthy of his arms; 
a project for a descent was meditated, but it was soon 
abandoned, and an invasion of Egypt resolved upon, not
withstanding the neutrality observed by the Ottoman Porte. 
Bonaparte had the command of this adventurous expedition, 
which reassured the Directory by removing to a distance the 
man they most dreaded, whilst it equally gratified the young 
conqueror of Italy, by offering him an opportunity of in
creasing his fame, and of adding still more to the immense 
idea France had conceived of his talents. He left Toulon 
with a fleet of four hundred sail, accompanied by a society 
of celebrated savants, and a portion of the army of Italy ; 
he first obtained possession of the isle of Malta, and then 
directed his course towards Egypt. 

France had already, in consequence of the appeal of the 
Vaudois, who were tired of the government of the Bernese 
aristocracy, invaded the neutral territory of Switzerland : 
Berne was the head-quarters of the emigrants, which was 
the ostensible motive for this violent a~ss·on oc:Most of 
the cantons opposed an heroic but a vairi' resiStance ;Cthey all 
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at last succumbed; Geneva was united to France, and the 
Helvetian republic changed its ancient constitution for that 
of the year III. This revolution was followed by that of 
Rome, where the French general Duphot had been killed in 
a riot. To avenge this crime, General Berthier occupied 
Rome, made the pope, Pius VI., prisoner, and orders were 
given for his being transported to France. This pontiff, eighty 
years of age, expired on the road, at Valence ; Bome was 
changed into a republic, and the Directory thus saw itself 
at the head of the Helvetian, Batavian, Ligurian, Cisalpine, 
and Roman republics, all constituted upon the model of the 
French republic. 

These successes abroad did not at all appease the agitation 
of the parties at home. From the 18th Fructidor, fear again 
depressed the royalists, and the democrats resumed the ascen
dancy : the elections of the year VI. were made nuder their 
influence,' in a manner contrary to those of the preceding 
year, and not less hostile to the Dire1.:tory, which annulled them 
in a great part, aspiring to maintain the balance between the 
two factions. But it had placed itself without the bounds of 
the law on the 18th Fructidor, and being powerless to repress 
violences by any means than other violences, it rapidly lost 
all hold upon public opinion. It had already alienated the 
numerous class of the fundholders by the last bankruptcy, 
)Vlii~h reduced the interests of the national debt to the tim-~ 
c~i* and soon, as often happens in a weak and 1m popular 
government, it was made responsible for all the disgraces and 
all the misfortunes of the state. 

The English minister Pitt, persevering in his a.cti¥e hatred 
for France, succeeded in forming a new coalition, into which 
all the powers entered, with the exception of Prussia and 
Spain ; British subsidies determined Russia to join it, whilst 
the nnjust aggression of France Bt,aa.i.nst Egypt caused the 
Porte and the Barbary states to adhere to it. The French 
armies took the offensive : the kings of Naples and Sa.rdini& 
formed the van-guard of th~ coalition ; they were conquered 
and deposed. General Championnet entered Naples, after 
having made a great slaughter of the lat.u.aroni, and proclaimed 
the Pa.rthenopean republic: Joubert occupied Turin; all 
Italy was conquered before the coalition had had time to put 
any of its formidable armies in motion. Nevertheless, in 
spite of the almost miraculous successes of the three last 

• The capital of the funds of the state which:Jbo.s ctbe~nd:~ to a 
\bird. .. .. 
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years, the situation of the Directory was difficult and perilous, 
and if the resources of the government appeared immense, 
the obstacles against which it had to contend were still 
greater. In addition to France, it had to govern Holland, 
Switzerland, and all Italy, divided into so many republics ; 
and, from want of organization, it was almost unable to derive 
any assistance from them, either in men or money. It was 
necessary, however, to defend them, and in doing that to 
1ight along a line which extended without interruption from 
the Texel to the Adriatic, and which, whilst attacked in front 
by AW!tria and Russia, waa taken in the rear by the English 
fleets. It was from France alone that it waa possible to draw 
forces necessary for the defence of such a line. Forty thousand 
of the best French soldiers with their greatest captain were 
in Egypt, and the other armies were diminished by a half, 
from the effects of diseases and desertions : the conscription, 
then employed for the first time, had not by any means 
1illed up the voids or completed the regiments ; the returns 
to the treasury were tardy, and the deficiency increased con
stantly ; selfish struggles and deplorable conflicts between the 
civil and military authorities of the conquered countries ren
dered the execution of the orders of the government difficult 
and slow ; the insubordination of the troops, who knew their 
own importance, the 1-apacity of a multitude of agents, the 
incendiary principles of a crowd of democrats disseminated in 
the new republics, everything gave canse to fear, in ~a 
check or a reverse, the insurrection of their irrita~optfla
tions : nevertheless to preserve peace was impossible ; Austria 
and England dreaded the new doctrines of France still more 
than her arms, and although the negotiations commenced at 
Rastadt, after the peace, for the partitions between the 
powers of the continent and the republic were not yet broken, 
there was very little doubt that Russian and Austrian 
battalions would soon make their appearance in Holland, 
Switzerland, and Italy. 

The Directory resolved to be beforehand with them. It 
waa necessary to spread the French armies from the Rhine to 
the Gulf of Taranto, but, instead of concentrating imposing 
masses upon one principal point, the government endeavoured 
to aasume the offensive upon all the points at once, with two 
hundred thousand men against three hundred thousand ; and 
it was unable to act efficiently anywhere. Ten thousand 
men guarded Holland, under General Brune·~ the army of 
the Rhine was given to Bernadotte, and'tlrlllt,bf"tlfe~ube, 
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forty thousand strong, to Jourdan ; Massena occupied Swit,. 
.zerland with thirty thousand soldiers; Scherer received the 
army of Italy, amounting to fifty thousand ; Macdonald 
had that of Naples. It was to the Danube and the Adige 
that the ptincipal efforts of the Austrians were likely to be 
directed, for it was their interest, if possible, to wrest the 
chain of the Alps from the French. The Directory did not 
wait for the enemy, and Jourdan received orders to proceed 
forward, to cross the Rhine, and advance by the Black Forest 
to the sources of the Danube ; Sch6rer Was, at the same time, 
commanded to Cl'Oil8 the Adige and the defiles of the Tyrol 
Both obeyed in presence of an enemy greatly BUperior in 
numbers, and very shortly the disasters of their armies laid 
bare the vices of the plan of the campaign. The archduke 
Charles, with sixty thousand men, stopped Jourdan, at the 
moment he was advanciDg between the Danube and the Lake 
of Constance, and made him undergo a check ; a few days 
afterwards, Jourdan gave battle at Stockach, near to the 
river of that name, and to the military point at which the 
routes of Swabia and Switzerland cross. Prince Charles was 
the conqueror, and the French army fell back upon the 

' 

Rhine at the entrance to the Black Forest. ·, 
Sch6rer then commenoed his movement upon the Adige ; 

he manreuvred with about fifty thousand men against sixty 
thousand Austrians; a reinforcement of twenty-five thousand 
were about to join the enemy, and the fierce Souvarrow was 
approaching with sixty thousand Russians. The b&ron de 
K ray, an excellent general, commanded the Austrian army in 
Upper Italy, in expectation ofMelas and Souvarrow. Sch6rer, 
with the army ofltaly, succeeding the conqueror of Arcola 
and Rivoli, had a doubly difficult task to fulfil, and exhibited, 
in the command, faults which strongly contrasted with the 
brilliant qualities of his predecessor : he knew not the art of 
winning either the affection or the confidence of the soldier ; 
and the sentiment of his own unpopularity added much to 
the natural irresolution of his mind. After having hesitated 
a long time, he attempted to cross the Adige without being 
master of Verona; but he was beaten in the fields of Magnano, 
lost successively, in a multitude of unsuccessful combats, the 
lines of the Adige, the lUincio, and the Adda, and at length, 
pursued by the maledictions of his army, reduced to twenty 
thousand men, he gave up the command to Moreau. This 
illustrious general, in disgrace with the Directory, had been 
named a simple general of division in 89M~1 1b(!;I.Wll1,cand 
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had several times alone, in the course of this fatal campaign, 
preserved the army from total destruction. He gave a strong 
proof of devotedness and patriotism by accepting the com
mand when it was reduced to a. handful of men, and the 
Russians, joined with the Austrians, appeared to have but 
one blow to strike to annihilate it entirely. Never did 
Moreau display more talent, more coolness, more presence of 
mind, or more strength of will, than in the terrible situation 
in which the incapacity of Scherer bad plunged the army. 
With twenty thousand men only against ninety thousand, he 
did not give way for an instant, and, as a celebrated historian 
of our days bas said, " this calm collectednesa was very much 
otherwise meritorious than that which be displayed when be re
turned from Germany with an army of sixty thousand victo
rious men, and yet, so strongly are contemporary judgments 
influenced by passions, it bas been much lesa celebrated !" 
Moreau in the first place covered Milan, then set forward on 
his march, in two columns, to recroi!B the Po, maintaining at 
each station an imposing attitude. He led his forces below 
Alessandria, to the confluence of the Po and the Tanaro ; 
there, at the foot of the mountains of Genoa, he halted in an 
admirable position. He occupied the places of Casal, Valenza, 
and Alessandria, and had a chain of posts upon both rivers : 
on the one side he kept his communications with France free, 
on the other, he was contiguous to Tuscany, by which route 
he bad to expect the French army ofRome and Naples, which 
Macdonald was bringing towards the Alps by forcerl marches. 
The junction of the two armies, under two such leaders as 
Macdonald and Moreau, would allow them to face the enemy, 
and might change the colour of the campaign. 

The very day on which Moreau commenced his fine retreat 
was marked by a. frightfal violation of the rights of nations 
in the persons of the French plenipotentiaries at Rastadt. 
The congress assembled in that city was not dissolved, for 
France, then at war with the emperor, was still at peace 
with the princes of the Germanic empire ; nevertheless, a. 
great number of the latter yielded to the influence of Austria, 
and had recalled their deputies, when the Directory thought 
proper to recall theirs, and gave orders to the plenipotentiaries, 
Roberjot, Bonnier, and Jean Debry, to quit Rastadt : on 
leaving the city, they were followed by some Austrian hussars 
and massacred. Jean Debry alone, covered with wounds, 
escaped death. This crime remained unnunisb0eq,.~r the 
D • h d B p g,t'ied "Y'-i' '-'~ be irectory t reatene vengeance. ut 1t was aoome to 
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for a long time adjourned, and the campaign in Italy finished 
as it had begun, by sanguinary reverses. Macdonald, so long 
expected, at length arrived on the 18th of June in face of 
Souvarrow, in the basin of the Trebia., and, unfortunately, did 
not delay fighting till he had completed his junction with 
Moreau. The banks of this river were the scene of a terrible 
battle, disputed during three days by the forces of Macdonald 
alone against the army of Souvan-ow. The French, at'ter 
pe1forming prodigies of valour, were driven back acrOilll the 
.A pennine upon the Nova, at the moment when Moreau, 
forcing all the obstacles that had retarded his march, de
bouched from N ovi ; he hastened to support his unfortunate 
colleague, but could only cover his retreat. The two battles 
of Magnano and Trebia made the French lose Italy, as that 
of Stockach had cost them Germany. The confederates, 
under the archduke Charles, then attempted to pass the 
barrier of Switzerland, defended by Massena, whilst the 
duke of York landed in Holland with forty thousand meu. 

Such was, at the period of the elections of Florea!, in the 
year VII., the situation of France abroad : these elections 
were democratic, and at the same time Sieye&, the greatest 
antagonist of the Directory, entered into the government as 
the successor of Rewbel. The councils placed themselves in 
permanence, and demanded of the directors an account of the 
state of the republic ; they were particularly acrimonious 
against Treilhard, Merlin de Douay, and La Reveill~re. Treil
hard was turned out upon a frivolous pretext, and Gohier, 
the ex-minister of justice, succeeded him : Merlin and I.e. 
R6veillere remained exposed to the attacks of the councils. 
Barras abandoned them, and, on the 30th Prairial, they were 
constrained to lay down their diroctorial authority; General 
Moulins and Roger Dncos replaoed them. This day com
pleted the disorganization of the government of the year 
III. Sieyes from that time laboured to destroy the 
1·cmains of it, supporting himself, in the Directory, upon 
Roger Ducos ; in the legislature, upon the council of the 
Ancients ; and without, upon the army and the middle 
class. The constitutional party was sustained by the directors 
11Ioulins and Gohier, by the council of Five Hundred, and 
the club of the Manege, formed of the wrecks of the clubs 
of Salm, the Pantheon, and the Jacobins. It was by the 
army only, and by a military leader of great name, that 
the plans of SieyeH could succeed ; Bonaparte seemed to hinl 
to be the man to exem.te. thelll. o;9 ,;zedbyGoogle 
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The expedition to Egypt bad been brilliant : the Mame
lukes, a cava1ry militia, independent of the Porte, and 
sovereign in Egypt, oppressed that unfortunate country at 
the time of Bonaparte's landing. They a1one resisted the
French intrepidly. The first conflict took place in the valley 
of Chebreisse. Before the battle began, Bonaparte, pointing 
to the Pyramids, pronounced these im.morta1 words: "Soldiers, 
from the height of these monuments forty centuries behold 
you." He was conqueror, and this first victory was soon 
followed by a second at the very foot of the Pyramids : 
Cairo opened its gates the next day, and Rosetta and 
Damietta quickly submitted. Mourad Bey, chief of the 
Mamelukes, retired into Upper Egypt, where Desaix, 
charged with the pursuit of him, displayed the greatest 
talents, and gained much credit for his justice and modera
tion. The English admiral Nelson at this period inflicted 
a morta1 blow upon the French navy. Admiral Brueys· 
had impntdently moored the French fleet in the Roaa 
of Aboukir; Nelson fell upon it, and almost entirely 
destroyed it. Bonaparte, notwithstanding, completed the· 
subj&~Ction of Egypt, and employed every means to gain the 
good-will of the inhabitants, by conforming to their nMgee, 
and by citing the Alcoran in support of hie decrees : he at 
the same time relieved from an hereditary oppression the 
Christians named Cophtes, said to be descendants of the 
ancient Egyptians. The BCiencee occupied his attention in the 
interval of battles, and he founded the Institute of Cairo ;. 
then, after having stifled a formidable revolt excited against 
his army in that city by the Ottoman Porte, he left hie con
quest behind him, and undertook that of Syria, in the hope 
of penetrating to India, and there assailing the English at 
the source of their power. His army crossed sixty leagues 
of an arid desert, and marched upon Oaza, which opened its 
gates to him. Jaffa and Caifa were carried, and St. Jean 
d'Acre invested; but Bonaparte was deficient in siege 
artillery, and made in vain seventeen furious assaults upon 
this place, defended by the ta1ents of the French engineer 
Philippeaux and . the English commodore Sir Sidney Smith. 
The Turks surrounded his army; Junot triumphed over 
them at Nazareth, and Bonaparte, seconded by Kleber and 
Murat, gained the celebrated victory of Mount Tabor, after 
which he raised the siege of St. Jean d'Acre, and returned 
to Cairo, where he learnt, by the journals, the ~vette- ~ the-
30th Prairial, and the unsettled stateq'"'bf"Y l"ll~ :r.epublic. 
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Anarchy reigned in France, a second forced loan had roused 
the indignation of the opulent classes, whilst the odious 
law of the hostages, which rendered the relations of emi
grants responsible for the violences committed by the 
Chonans, again armed the royalists of the east and west 
against the Directory: Italy, with the exception of Genoa, 
was lost : Joubert was killed in the sanguinary battle of N ovi, 
gained by Souvarrow, and the allies were advancing towaroa 
the French frontiers across Holland and Switzerland, where 
they were stopped by Brune and by Massena. Bonaparte, 
upon being informed of the state of things and of the public 
mind, resolved to return to France, and overthrow the 
directorial government : he was preceded by the fame of 
another brilliant victory. Eighteen thousand Tnrks had 
landed in the &ad of Aboukir : Bonaparte, supported by 
Murat, Lannes, and Bessii}res, fell upon this army and 
annihilated it: he immediately set out, leaving Kleber the 
command of the army of Egypt; he crossed the Mediter
ranean in the frigate Le Muirtm, escaped the English fleet as 
if by a miracle, and landed in the Gulf of Frejus, on the 9th 
of October, 1799, a few days after the celebrated victorjes of 
Zurich and Berghen, the first gained over the Austrians by 
Massena, and the second, by General Brune over the duke of 
York. 

Bonaparte crossed France in triumph, and tlie moderate 
party welcomed him to Paris with enthusiasm. He did not 
give his adhesion to any system : affecting great simplicity, 
lodged in a modest apartment of the Rue Chantereine, he 
saw the leaders of all parties come to him, and deceived them 
all with regard to his projects. Sieyes dreaded him ; but he 
stood in need of a military leader for the execution of his 
designs : Bonaparte was the man to second him, and Siey~ 
came to an understanding with him. The business was to 
overthrow the constitution : the generals, with the exception 
of Bemadotte, were gained, as was the garrison of Paris, 
and on the 18th Brumaire, upan the demand of Regnier 
(de Ia Meurthe), one of the conspirators, the council of the 
Ancients decided that in virtue of the right which it held 
from the constitution, it should remove the legislative body 
to St. Cloud, in order, he said, that its deliberations might 
be more free. Bonaparte was charged with the execution of 
this measure, and obtained the military command of the 
division of Paris. He immediately attacked t e. DiJ.Wtory in 
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his proclamations and by his words : "What have you done," 
said he, "with that France which I left you so brilliant I I left 
you peace ; I find war: I left you victories ; I find reverses. 
What have you done with the hundred thousand Frenchmen, 
my companions in arms, all of whom were known to me '1-
They are dead!" It was thus, by accusing his adversaries, he 
attributed to himself an excessive importance. Sieycs and 
Roger Ducos repaired to the Tuileries on the same day 
and laid down their authority. Their three colleagues wished 
to resist, but their guard refused to obey them ; Barras, 
losing all hope, sent in his resignation ; Moulins and Gobier 
were detained prisoners ;-the contest was now to be carried 
out between Bonaparte ~d the council of Five Hundred. 

On the 19th of Brumaire, the legislative body proceeded 
to St. Cloud, whither an imposing armed force accompanied 
them. Bonaparte presented himself in the first place to the 
Ancients ; when summoned to swear to the constitution, he 
declared it to be vicious ; that the Directory was incompetent, 
for which he appealed to his companions in arms ; he next 
proceeded to the council of Five Hundred, which was seated 
in the Orangery, and where agitation was already at its 
height : his presence excited a furious tempest, and on all 
sides threatening cries arose of H ors la loi I a bas le dictateur I 
Bonaparte, more accustomed to brave an enemy's fire than 
the menaces of a deliberative assembly, grew pale, became 
much agitated, and was borne out by the grenadiers who 
served him as an escort. The tumult continued in the ball ; 
Lucien, the brother of Bonaparte, presided over the assembly, 
which demanded from all parts that the tyrant should be 
outlawed, and required Lucien to put it to the vote. Lucien 
endeavoured to defend his brother, but finding his efforts 
useless, he quitted the chair, and threw off the ensigns of his 
magistracy. Bonaparte caused him to be borne out of the 
ball ; both mounted on horseback and harangued the soldiers, 
the one as the conqueror of Italy and Egypt, the other as 
the president of a factious assembly ;-the enthusiasm of the 
troops wa8 excited : " Soldiers," cried Bonaparte, " may I 
depend upon you 1"-" Yes ! Yes ! " they answered, with 
one unanimous shout. Bonaparte then gave orders to 
compel the council of Five Hundred to evacuate their place of 
sitting : a troop of grenadiers entered the hall, Murat com
manded it, and said ; " In the name of the General Bona
parte, the legislative body is dissolved; let all gond c·t~1eps 
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retire : grenadiel'S, forward ! " The drums smothered the 
cries of just indignation which arose from all parts; the 
grenadiers advanced, and all the deputies made their escape 
before them out at the windows, to the cry of Vms la ripub
lique I There was no longer a free representation, and 
tht>re remained nothing of the French republic but the 
name. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Consulate. 10th November, 1799-18th May, 1804. 

THE revolution of Brumaire was a crime against the laws ; 
and the assent which it obtained from the greater part of the 
nation is a proof of the state of degradation into which it 
had fallen. After such strong shocks and such cruel rend
ings, exhausted France, without credit and a prey to anarchy, 
felt the want of a strongly constituted central power, exer
cised by a skilful hand ; she pardoned much in him from 
whom she expected everything : every one, besides, expected 
to find in Bonaparte the man of his own party : the royalists 
exalted him as a new Monk, as the future restorer of the 
monarchy ; the moderate republicans loved in him the hero 
born of the revolution, and flattered themselves that by him 
liberty would be established upon solid and durable foundations. 
All these causes blinded people's minds, and although Bona
parte had made it very apparent what his ambition was able 
to undertake, the nation was but little on its guard against 
it ; license was then more terrific than despotism, and no one 
yet entertained a suspicion of to what point he would render 
the interests of liberty subordinate to those of his--owB.m&e t-
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Those of the members of the two councils who had been 
accomplices of Bonaparte, or favourable to the revolution of 
Brumaire, hastened to establish the new government. Three 
consuls were chosen for ten years,-Bonaparte, Sieyils, &Jl(l. 
Roger Ducos ; at the same time two legislative commis
sions were named, charged with preparing the constitution 
and a definitive order of things. The first acts of the consular 
government were the abolition of the law of hostages and of 
the forced loan ; priests had liberty to return to France, and 
arbitrary and rigorous measures were taken against fifty
eight ardent republicans. The arbitrary character of Bona
parte revealed itself in the discussion of the new constitution. 
Siey~ drew up the plan of it, which Bonaparte rejected, re· 
serving, however, as much of this project as would serve his 
absolute and ambitious views : the great powers of the state 
created by him were a consulate, which had the executive 
and initiative power of laws ; a tribunalship, which could 
discuss or examine them ; a legislative body, destined to 
decree them ; and a parliamentary senate, charged with the 
conservation of them. 

Bonaparte, first consul, iook as his second and third 
consuls Cambaceres, an ancient member of the Plai'M, in the 
Convention, and Lebrun, formerly a co-operator with the 
chancellor Maupeou. The consuls immediately named sixty 
senators, without waiting for the list of eligibility : these 
sixty then named a hundred tribunes and three hundred 
legislators. The constitution of the year VIII. was submitted 
to the acceptance of the people, and obtained more than three 
millions of suffrages. 

In accordance with the general wish, Bonaparte offered 
peace to England ; but that power refused it : it was parti
cularly and almost solely for the interests of her commerce 
that she thought proper to prolong the struggle : she desired 
to have a monopoly of the whole world for her products; 
she saw with fear and jealousy France ~ress of Belgium, 
and dreaded the competition of the manufactures and trade of 
that country. Abusing the superiority she enjoyed in her 
fleets, England exercised an absolute tyranny over the ocean, 

\ and violated with impunity all the maritime laws of nations ; 
in her eyes, the flag of neutral powers did not at all protect 
the merchandise issuing from an enemy's port, and she took 
possession of it hy force, exercising, without limits, and 
against neutrals even, the right of blockade ancJ,--eonfiscation. 
It was thus that, reigning over the seai 'by<'th'e"~lSf the 
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strongest, and suppres.'ling by means of terror the commerce 
of rival powers, she thought to find in the extension of her 

. own an ample amends for the immense expenses of a war the 
,subsidies for which to the sovereigns inimical to the French 

·. ·republic, she was obliged to furnish. Pitt, who carried all 
the energy of an inflexible will into his animosity against 
France, persevered with inveteracy in this violent policy; he 
skilfully kept up the hatred and the fear which the first 
consul inspired in the sovereigns of the continent ; he made 
them forget the depredations and the tyrann~,:r;:e English 
fleets, and pointed out to them a perpetual r for their 
crowns in a republic which every day increased in force and 
extent upon their frontiers, and he seduced them by the bait 
of the enormous subsidies with which he repaid their de
votion to his exterminating system against France. It was 
thus that he secured for a long time the support of Russia 
and Austria. The first of these powers, however, indignant 
at seeing England recognise no other right upon the ocean 
but that of strength, abandoned her in the campaign of 1800, 
and, towards the end of the same year, Paul I., touched by a 
generous proceeding on the part of Bonaparte, who sent him 
back his prisoners without ransom, and likewise attracte(l 
by his chivalric* admiration for the warlike talents of the 
first consul, declared himself his ally against England. 
Deeply irritated at the numerous acts of piracy committed 
by the English fleets, he made himself chief of a maritime 
confederation, into which all the powers of the North,
Sweden, Denmark, and Pl'USSia-en1;ered; the object of which 
was to act in concert with France and the United States, to 
defend the liberty of commerce, and free the ocean from the 
tyranny of England. Austria alone, on the continent, per
sisted in the struggle against France, and the gold of 
England supported its armies. 

Bonaparte directed all the strength of the republic to the 
Rhine and the Alps. :Moreau had the army of the Rhine, 
the first consul reserved that of Italy for himsel£ The 
object of the campaign was to conquer the two basins of the 
Danube and the Po, and instead of endeavouring to over .. 
whelm the enemy by taking the offensive on all the points 
at once, Bonaparte concentrated the movements of his 
armies. His first efforts tended to the separating of the 

• To ML .. Enalielr1·e!Rlm';-Wbat ttllxmpa:rent" nouse_. te-~-ii-FHe-- · - • 
a1iOiiHhe chivalric feeling• of Paul I. and the gt'MI'Oritv ot'-Bo.1JI.IW.t&!=... 
Trani. · ·- - 0-" ·'·'ed''Y~'-'.3'\: 
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Baron Kray, leader of the Austrian army of Germany, from 
Field-marshal Meiss, who commanded a hundred and thirty 
thousand men in Italy, against whom the intrepid Massena 
defended Genoa and the maritime Alps with a mere handful 
of brave followers. Moreau received orders to invade the 
-defiles of the Black Forest ; he carried the important posi
tion of Stockach, recently lost by Jourdan, and gained 
..several victories successively. Baron Kray, deceived by 
the vigour and the scientific tactics of the first consul's 
manreuvres, wa,s persuaded that the principal point of attack 
would be the Danube, that it was there the decisive blows 
would be struck, and, uniting all his forces, rendered himself 
incapable of assisting the Austrian army in Italy. Then 
Bonaparte, who bad employed every means to deceive the 
-enemy, by appointing Dijon as the place of meeting for an army 
of reserve, executed a gigantic project : he quitted Paris and 
hastened to take the command of the troops assembled at 
Geneva, and to carry the war unexpectedly upon the Po, 
.between Milan, Genoa, and Turin : the base of his operations 
would be on the other side of the Simplon and Mount St. 
QQthard ; he wished to surprise the defiles of the Alps, in 
order to fall upon the rear of Melas, whose forces were spread 
from Genoa to the banks of the V ar : the passage of the army 
.and of its formidable artillery was to be effected over the 
crest of the Alps, at more than twelve hundred toiaes above 
the level of the sea. The cartouches, the munitions of all 
JJOrts, were conveyed on the backs of mules; the gun-auriagea 
were dismounted, trunks of trees were hollowed to receive 
the cannon, a hundred men were harnessed to each piece, 
and the signal for departure was given. On the 17thof:May, 
thirty-five thousand French, led by Bonaparte, ascended 
the St. Bernard. Moncey marched towards St. QQthard 
with five thousand men, to descend at Bellinzona ; two other 
bodies were directed, one upon the Simplon and the other 
upon Mount Cenis. Lannes led the van. The French 
soldiers displayed on the edges of precipices, o.m.idst glaciers 
and eternal snows, an heroic constancy worthy of the waniors 
of Hannibal or Cresar ; they encouraged each other by ~ 
like songs, and when an almost insurmountable object pre
.sented it.He~ the charge was sounded and the obetacle was 
conquered. At length, after unheard-of efforts, the infantry, 
the cavalry, the baggage, and the cannon attained the 
summits of the Alps, and very quickly the anpy was. united 
at the foot of Mount St. Bernard, upon tlle'eoth'e¥?n~'Wbi1S 
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Melas, without suspicion, occupied the line of the Po with a 
part of his forces. Seventeen thousand Austrians were upon 
the Var, in France, and General Ott, with twenty-five thou
sand men, pressed on the siege of Genoa, which still held 
out, intrepidly defended by the feeble army of the maritime 
Alps, under Massen1.1., Soult, and Suchet. 

The pass of Susa was soon cleared, and Bonaparte directed 
his rapid march towards the Po, between•the embouchure of 
the Tesin and the double confluence of the Tanaro and the 
Bormida. He destroyed several bodies of the enemy which 
he met with on his way, took possession of Bergamo and 
Cremona, and crossed the Adda. Informed, at length, by 
the reverses of his generals, of the storm that was about 
to pour down upon him, Melas recalled his lieutenants in 
haste to the Tanaro, at the very moment when famine 
obliged Genoa to capitulate. But Bonaparte pursued his 
march, and, without waiting till the whole of his army had 
crossed the Po, he attacked General Ott at Montebello, and 
gained the first victory. Lannes covered himself with glory 
in this battle, and might claim the greater part of the 
victory. 

On tJ!e 13th of June, the French traversed the plains of 
San-Giuliano, and took a position between the Bormida and 
the village of Marengo, which they were about to render so 
celebrated. On the morrow, at break of day, the Austrians 
debouched by the bridge of the Bormida, and fell upon the 
two wings of the French army, commanded by Lannes and 
Victor; they were already both giving way under the im
petuous shock of forty thousand men, when the first consul 
launched into the plain, towards the right, eight hundred 
grenadiers of the consular guard : they formed in square, and 
alone stopped the enemy's columns, which bro~ against them, 
and merited the glorious name of reikruht of !f1Y1111-ite. which 
the conqueror bestowed upon them. Their admirable resist
ance gave time for the other divisions to enter into line. 
Desaix, recently returned from Egypt, and who bad been 
-detached the previous evening to another point, was recalled 
in all haste to the field of battle : he at length appeared, 
with his division and fifteen pieces of cannon, and a fresh 
.action, with renewed fury, was commenced along the whole 
line. In the meanwhile five thousand Austrians were 
-detached in a square column to crush the left of the French, 
and deprive it of means of retreat : Desaix rush~tliq~ard 
to oppose them; he fell, struck by a b&fi':d~861ch'\\-s, to 
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avenge him, precipitated themselves upon this terrible column 
and shook it, whilst General Kellermann took it in rear withhia 
cavalry, broke it, and dispersed it. Electrified by this success, 
the whole French line moved forward, and drove back the 
enemy to the other side of the Bormida ; in vain Melaa 
attempted to defend Marengo; the village was carried, and 
gave its name to this celebrated victory, which restored Italy 
to France. Me las, .terrified. proposed to treat, and soon the 
convention of Alessandria restored to France all that she 
had lost in Italy during the last fifteen months, with the 
exception of Mantua. 

This treaty was nothing but a military convention ; it 
became neceasary for the anny of the Danube, to coOBtrain 
Austria by ita triumphs, to ratify it. Moreau forced the pu
sage of the Leeh, got possession of Augsburg, re-established, 
after a century, the glory of the French arms in the celebrated 
plains of Hochstedt, and gained a new victory at N en burg.• 
Austria summoned her whole male population to arms, 
England found the subsidies, and forbade her to sign the con
vention of Alessandria. Several armies were set on foot, the 
Archduke John marched with a hundred and twenty thouaa.nd 
men to meet the triumphant army of Moreau, and jell in 
with it between the Inn and the Iser. He advancea upon 
Hohenlinden, and endeavoured to stop the French in the 
vut plains of A.nzing, where bia army, very SU:perior in 
numbers, might envelop them. Moreau penetrated his plaD, 
and by a. series of admirable manreuvres, got the enemy on 
to a. more limited stage, between the defiles of the Tyrol aDd 
the village and forest of Hohenlinden ; then he aasured 
himself the victory by making the division ofRichepanae tum 
the Austrians in such a manner as to take them between 
two fires in the defiles, without their having a polllibility ot 
extending and taking advantage of their numbers. The 
battle commenced on the 6th of December ; in the heat Of 
the action, Richepanse rushed from the forest with the forty· 
eighth brigade, and carried disorder and terror into the rear 
of the enemy; three Hungarian battalions rallied and 
endeavoured to stop him : " Grenadiers of the forty-eighth," 
cried Richepanae, pointing to the Hungarians, " what do you. 
say of these men yonder 1" " They are dead I" shouted the 

• La Tour d' A ut•ergnt, proclaimed by Bonaparte the first; grenadier 
of the republic, fell in the battle of Neuburg. Until ISH, La Tour 
d'A";lnrgne waa. daily called in the roll-call of hie regi,me ~ t.~~s! a voic$ 
repl.;ed: Ihadu!dhejkld,oflwrwurl o,g,;zedoyu 'ogte 
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grenadiers, and in an instant the effect followed the word ; 
the brave Ney attacked and penetrated into Hohenlinden; 
the centre of the Austrians and a. part of their left were 
destroyed ; eleven thousand prisoners and a. hundred pieces 
of cannon fell into the hands of the French. 

This brilliant victocy and the taking of Saltzbnrg opened 
the route of Vienna to Moreau ; the conqueror pursued his 
march, and gained a. fresh victory a.t Schwansta.dt ; the lines 
of the Inn, the Salsa., and the Traun were passed ;. the place 
of Li1lZ was carried ; the French were within a few days' march 
of Vienna. In such an extreme peril, the Archduke Charles, 
who ha.d been in disgrace since the treaty of Campo Formio, 
was reca.lled to the head of the imperial armies ; but it was 
too late; already the line of the Ens, the last rampart of the 
capital, was menaced ; the prince demanded a. truce, and only 
obtained it upon the condition of Austria. separating her 
cause from that of England. Such was this memorable cam
paign of 1800, in which the glory of Moreau almost outshone 
that of the conqueror of Marengo: in twenty-five days he 
subdued ninety leagues of territory, forced four formidable 
lines, beat a hundred thousand men twice, took a hundred 
pieces of cannon, and made twenty-five thousand prisoners ; 
be compelled the emperor to ask for mercy in his threatened 
capital, and Austria. was constrained to repudiate the alliance 
of England. The peace of Luneville was the result of the 
battles of Marengo and Hohenlinden. 

Whilst Italy and Germany were again the glorious thea
tres of the French victories, the influence of the republic 
experienced severe blows in Egypt. Kleber and Desai:x: had 
at first maintained themselves there as Dl88ters, and the 
second, 88 much esteemed for his justice 88 for his courage. 
bad completed the conquest of Upper Egypt ; but the 
army, decimated by sickness, received neither provisions nor 
reinforcements from France : Kleber addressed energetic 
remonstrances to the government, and painted his own llitua
tion and that of his soldiers in the most dismal colours ; he 
concluded by expreslling an intention of evacuating Egypt. 
This letter fell into the hands of the English, and they 
believed the situation of the French army to be desperate. 
Sir Sidney Smith.employed himself actively in bringing about 
a. treaty between Kleber and the grand vizier ; on the Bide 
of France, Desa.ix, surnamed in Egypt the JU8t Sultam, Wll8 

the negotiator. By the convention of El-Aris~e ~~ribed 
to the evacuation of Egypt, but onfy''"ellpan ° cofilfitions 
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honourable for France and for the army : the army W88 to 
return to France with its arms, baggage, and effects ; the 
places and positions which the French troop: occupied were 
to be given up successively at fixed periods. The army 
abandoned its conquest with regret ; but Kleber, faithful to 
his promise, caused the convention to be executed : he 
disarmed several forts, and placed the others in the hands o£ 
the enemy. 

A report began to prevail that an English fleet blockaded 
the ports of Egypt, and very soon Admiral Keith wrote to 
Kleber that England refused to recognise the convention of 
El-Arish, concluded under her auspices, and that she would 
not consent to any capitulation unless the French army laid 
down their arms, and surrendered themselves prisoners. At 
receiving this letter, Kleber recovered his fiery energy and 
became a hero again ; his order of the day was the letter 
itself of the admirsl, to which he added : " Soldiers, the only 
reply to such letters is victory ; prepare to fig~t." The grand 
vizier, Joussef Pacha, advanced, in contempt of the tl."eaty, at 
the head of eighty thousand men ; Kleber could scarcely 
muster ten thousand; but they were enough : he knew how 
to conquer. He met the enemy upon the ruins of Heliopolis: 
the battle lasted twenty-four hours ; the Turkish army was 
routed and pursoed to the limits of the desert. Cairo 
revolted ; a numerous body of Mamelukes roused the fanati
cism of a furious populace ; the city was the scene of fresh 
exploits : Kleber obtained possession of it after a frightful 
carnage. He soon recovered in Egypt all the territory and 
influence he had lost, displayed wonderful activity in the 
organization of the reconquered country, and created for 
himself new resources. Mourad-Bey admired his conqueror 
and treated with him ; and Kleber made his government 
and love of justice respected throughout the country. H he 
had lived, Egypt might have become a stable establishment 
for France ; by his death all the fruit of the victory of 
Heliopolis was lost ; Kleber fell under the poniard of a 
fanatic, the same day that Desaix, his rival in glory, expired 
at Marengo. General Menon inherited the command in chief; 
but, destitute of talent or strength of character, he was only 
capable of committing faults, without ever having the good 
l!ense to repair one of them; and the following year, after ",the 
undecisi.ve battle ofCanope, the evacuation of Egypt and the 
return of the French army to Europe were stip}llated n the 
2nd of September, by the convention ofl,g:A}exMdf'ii e The 
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sa,;antR who had accompanied Bonaparte to Egypt, preserved, 
notwithstandin~ the wishes of the English to the contrary, 
their manllSCripts and their valuable collections, and the expe
dition to Egypt was only productive of fortunate results for 
science. 

The peace of Luneville, concluded on the 8th of January, 
1801, between France, Austria, and· the empire, secured to 
the republic the possession of Belgium and the German 
provinces on the left bank of the Rhine. Particular treaties 
were made with Rome, Naples, Sardinia, Portugal, and 
Bavaria, as well as with RU88ia, recently fallen into an 
alli.anoo with England, in consequence of the !U!!J8.'l!!ination of 
Paul L This tragic event produced disastrous consequences 
for France : Paul L was her most finn and formidable ally ; 
after his death, the maritime confederation, abandoned by 
RWIBia, was dissolved, and with it disappeared the most 
serious motive that could lead England to wish for peace or 
to maintain it ; nevertheless, at the end of the campaign of 
1800, this last-named power was itself constrained to suspend 
hostilities. Pitt, the irreconcilable enemy of the revolution, 
the head of the English cabinet, quitted the ministry, in 
which the opposition took the place of him and his party, 
and the treaty of Amiens, signed on the 2oth March, 1802, 
by England, Spain, and the Batavian republic, achieved the 
pacification of Europe. Released from any other foreign 
care, Bonaparte endeavoured to subdue the island of St. 
Domingo, which had revolted against the whites, and was 
governed by the blacks, at the head of whom was the cele
brated Toussaint-Louverture. Forty thousand men, under 
General Leclerc, were sent to effect this conquest. After 
eome early succesees, the yellow fever decimated them, and 
St. Domingo was loet for France beyond recovery. 

The firBt coDIIUl gave his most e&rnest endeavoun to stitle 
the factions in the interior ; by a decree of amnesty he 
caused the revocation of the law which excluded a hundred 
and fifty thousand emigrants from France ; he won over 
several of the royalist leaders, and confided important func
tions to Simeon, Portalis, Barb6 Ma.rbois, and many other of 
the proscribed of Fruct.idor. Some V en dean leaders, Ch&
tillon, D'Auticharop, Suzannet, and the famous Bernier, cure 
of St. Lo, had already signed their submission by the treaty 
of Montlu90n. La Prevalaye and Bourmont followed their 
example ; Frot~ was taken and shot ; Georsre[IC~o,y.dal 

• ula4o....:l d h f h C r. ., by ~I U k cap1t ,...,., an t e war o t e west was at an en 
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But to war succeeded conspiracies : Bonaparte escaped 
death, as if by a miracle, the 3rd Nivose, in the Rue St. 
Nicaise, from the explosion of an infernal machine, of which 
the royalists ...,._ the fabricators, but of which Fouche, the 
minister of police, at first attributed the invention to the 
democrats. He proposed to transport a hundred and thirty
two of them in an arbitrary manner ; recon:rse was had, to 
authorize this measure, to a dangerous expedient, borrowed 
from the Roman senate at the period of the decline of that 
empire, and a simple lefUltu8 consultum ordered, without any 
preliminary trial, the deportation of a hundred and thirty
two suspected persons.* After this act of violence, several of 
the true conspirators were discovered ; special military tribu
nals were created to try them, and the despotism of Bona
parte thus announced itself by a series of illegal measures. 
The Constitutional party separated itsel.E from him on this 
occasion, and commenced an energetic struggle : this party 
had at its head, Lanjuinais, Gregoire, Garat, and Cabanis, in 
the senate ; and lsnard, Daunou, Chenier, and Benjamin 
Constant, in the tribunate : all these were loud in their 
protestations against arbitrary proscription and special , 1 
courts. 

The difficult circumstances, however, amidst which the 
tutelary authority of the first consul was raised, rendered, 
for a time, the exercise of the dictatorship less reprehensible 
in his bands ; and perhaps we may be permitted to say that 
at this period the immense advantages of his government 
t~xpiated the wrongs committed by it : anarchy had reigned 
everywhere, and everywhere he re-established order, apply~ 
ing his strong will, his active and abundant intelligence to 
everything. He re-established regularity in the civil and 
military administration : the civil code, of which he then 
<:onceived the project, was a monument of genius, and became 
a model of legislation for Europe. Bonaparte reconstituted 
the judicial order upon new bases ; he replaced the four 
hundred and seventeen correctional tribunals and the ninety
eight civil tribunals by a tribunal of pr-emiertJ instanctJt for 
each arrondissement : this tribunal was to take cogni.mnoe of 
both matters of correctional police and civil affairs; access 

* It ia remarkable that the violation of legal forms by a lellatv. 
CONUUum, tow hicb Bonaparte then bad recourse to strengthen his power, 
was repeated, fourteen years later, to decree his fall.-BigtWft, HilL 
de France. 

t An inferior tribunal, which takes cognizance of all eJ.~~~ e civil 
matters, above a certain sum.- .Trarr.l. o'g''"ed "' ·vc, 
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to justice then became more easy for all citizens. Above 
the tribunals of premiere instance were created nineteen 
cour1 d'appel; each department hl)d a criminal tribunal, 
and the tribunal of cauation received some new faculties. 
The prefecture~ and smu-prefedwres were reorganized after a 
better method : a single magistrate, a prefect, replaced the 
five administrators of each department ; and this change gave 
strength and unity to the civil and local power. Public 
instn1ction, the Institute, commerce, manufactures, roads, 
ports, arsenals, occupied the attention and the cares of the 
first consnl ; seconded by Monge and Berthollet, he gave a 
better organization to the Polytechnic School, created during 
the reign of the Convention ; he divided the French Pry
taneum into four colleges, keeping one at Paris, and trane
fening the other three to Fontainebleau, St. Germain, and 
Versailles ; in each of them he reserved a hundred gratuitous 
places for the children of men who had merited well of 
their country, whether in the career of arms or in civil 
functions. .Assisted by the skilful minister Gaudin, he re
established order in the finances ; he created a mortmain 
fund and one for bails, which were confided to the intelligent 
direction of M. Mollien : this creation has a happy influence 
over public credit. Considering the clergy as an indispensa
ble auxiliary of power, Bonaparte endeavoured to win i.hem 
over to his cause, and signed with Pope Pius VIL a con
cordat, which established nine archbishop1ics and forty-one · 
bishoprics in France ; he founded the hierarchical order of I 
the Legion of Honour, of which he declared himself the head : I 
this creation, which was offensive to the sentiment of 
equality, met with a warm opposition in the legislative body 
and the tribunate, both of which, however, adopted it. The 
first consul, whilst occupying himself in so active a manner 
with the national interests, neglected nothing to strengthen 
his own authority: we have seen by what arbitrary &ctll he 
thought it necessary to crush and prevent conspiracies ; he 
did more : he enchained the press ; by means of the senate, 
caused the most energetic tribunes to be expelled, and after 
having obtained ten years' prolongation of his consulship, he 
had himself named, on the 2nd of August, 1802, oonsul for 
life, with the consent of the people, obtained by means of 
public registers. Two days later, the constitution of the 
year X. was decreed by an organic senatus consultum ; he 
completed the ~king away of all power froE.t~cmople ; 
the electors were for life ; the first cons&i ''b'aa tlie pOwer of 
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augmenting their number; the senate had that of changing 
the institutions, snspending the functions of the jury, of 
placing the departments without the benefits of the consti
tution, of annulling the judgments of the tribllll&ls, and of 
dissolving the legislative body and the tribunate : the num
ber of the tribunes, already lessened a first time, was reduced 
to fifty, and the Council of State, reconstituted by Bonaparte, 
received a more vigorous organization and more extensive 
faculties. 

Such was the work of two years, and every day the 
government of the first consul deviated more widely from 
the spirit in which the revolution had been made ; but the 
nation was so tired of anarchy, such a want of order and 
security was felt, the remembl'll.llce of the days of terror 
acted so powerfully upon all minds, that the people, alnys 
ready to throw themselves into extremt>.s, seconded all the 
ambitious views of the fh'St consul, and sacrificed the inte
rests of liberty, acquired by so much blood, to those of 
power. 

The peace between Great Britain and France was nothing 
but a suspension of hostilities ; fresh differences soon armed 
these powers against each other : Bonaparte united the island 
of Elba and Piedmont to the French territories, and occupied 
the states of Parma, whilst Great Britain persisted in hold
ing Malta and the Cape of Good Hope : on both sides they 
prepared for war, and the peace was definitively broken in 
June, 1803. The coasts of the two seas were bristling with 
batteries ; England displayed all her naval strength, and 
seven French armies occupied Italy and the camps of 
.Bayonne, St. Malo, St. Omer, Bruges, Boulogne, and Holland. 

A second and redoubtable conspiracy was got up at the 
same time, against the first consul, by some Chouan and 
royalist leaders : at the head of these were Pichegru and 
George Cadoudal ; ~Ioreau was their confidant, but not their 
accomplice. The plot was discovered in February, 1804; 
Pichegru, Moreau, and afterwards Cadoudal, were 8rrested. 
This event was agitating the public mind, when all at once & 

sinister report Wll.'l spread throughout Paris : the blood of & 

Bourbon had bee.n spilt ; a French prince, the duke d'Eng
hien, had been juridically a~ted. Abused by false 
reports regarding the nature of the relati~ of the prin~ 
with Pichegru, informed besides that a gll.thering of eiDl· 
grantR was forming on the Rhine frontier, in the Pays de 
Bade, the first consul resolved to tetiifyJil~e'll~rl!}& by an 
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awful blow, and caused the prince to be carried off by a 
detachment, from a foreign territory. The duke d'Enghien 
arrived at Paris on the 20th of March, was conducted to 
Vine~nnes, where, in the night, a military commission tried 
him and condemned him to death : the sentence was in· 
atantly executed. The first consul had decreed his death 
when he chose his judges ; he dug the grave of the last of 
the Condes in the ditch of Vincennes, and all his glory 
cannot efface the stain left by that crime upon his name. 
Paris, France, Europe, were still agitated by this sanguinary 
act, when the trial of Pichegru and Moreau began. The 
conqueror of Holland, unfaithful to his own renown, had 
descended, through jealousy and ambition, to play the part 
of a vulgar conspirator ; the proofs were overwhelming, he 
foresaw his fate ; his great spirit, said Bonaparte himse~ 
couJd not face the infamy of execution ; Pichegru despaired 
of the clemency of the first consul, or rather, despised it ; 
he strangled himself in his prison. George Cadoudal ap
peared intrepidly before his judges, and astonished them by 
the concise energy of his replies : " Where does the prisoner 
lodge 7-Nowhere. What was his design in eoming to Paris~· 
-To attack the first consul. By what means ~By open. 
force. Was it not with the poniard 1-No, with equal 
arms with the escort of the first consul. Where would 
he expect to find supporters ~In the whole of France. 
Whom has he seen in Paris 1-I will name no one." His. 
heroic constancy, worthy of a better cause, never forsook 
him for a moment. But he who then attracted all thoughts. 
and inspired the most lively interest, was the rival in glory 
of the first consul, the conqueror of Hohenlinden, the illus
trious Moreau. There was no decisive evidence against him, . 
and it was said that, after having stained himself with the 
blood of a Bourbon, Bonaparte further desired to be deli
vered from the only man whose soldierly reputation could 
be compared with his. Nevertheless, Moreau had, from 
either hatred or jealousy, been induced to lend an ear to the 
projects of the conspirators : he confessed that he knew 
them, but honour, he said, did not permit him to reveal them. 
Moreau, often, in private life, guilty of a deplorable weakness 
of character, before the tribunal recovered that strength of 
mind which nevW- forsook him in the field of battle. There 
is no doubt the first consul was desirous of a capital condem
nation, in order to afford him the oppoz-B~ffi~~ @f. oi~t~ng 
Moreau by his clemency ; and care was taken to insinuate W. 
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the judges that they might make the sentence severe without 
any danger for the accused, 88 the first consul intended t.o 
pardon him : "And who will pardon us 1" asked one of his 
judges. This noble reply was made by the learned Cla.viezo. 
Moreau was condemned to two years' imprisonment. Bona
parte commuted the punishment to that of exile to the United 
States. Of forty-five accueed. persons, seventeen were con
demned to death ; and among them George Cadoudal, Charles 
de Rivi~e, and Armand de Polignac : the punishment of 
the last two was commuted ; the first died 88 he had lived, 
without the least sign of weakness. 

The war against Great Britain and Pichegru's conspiracy 
assisted Bonaparte in elevating himself from the consulahip 
to the empire. But, previously, he added to the attributes 
of the senate, which were already so extensive : this body 
was nothing but a docile instrument in his hands, and all the 
aathority that it would in appearance acquire was a real 
gain to the power of the first consul At this period, never
theless, 88 in the early days of his government, Bonaparte 
neglected nothing that might make the people forget his yoke 
by his attention to national interests and wants : he recom
pensed all useful discoveries, all services, all talents ; his VBSt 
mind embraced at once objects the most varied; the same day 
-on which he distributed pensions to old workmen, he insti
tuted decennial prizes 88 an encouragement to all kinds of 
knowledge, to all the arts which embellish and enrich states. 
He favoured with all his power the propagation of vacci
nation, recently introduced into France by the respectable 
duke de la Rochefoucauld-Liancourt, one of the benefactors of 
the human race ;* and there is scarcely any branch of civil 
or military administration in which his genius did not develop 
some happy germ of amelioration. France opposed no 
resistance to Bonaparte, because in him, for a length of time, 
personal greatness allied itself with the national interests of 
greatness, glory, and prosperity; and he obtained the B1Iffrages 
of his fellow-citizens by his pacific labours 88 much as by his 
exploits. 

When he had thus triumphed over all resistance, he caused 

" It is painful for the translator ot so good a work as this to obee"e 
the &pirit which gonrns the author with respect to Ensrland. Headen 
of our own history cannot fail to observe the nu~us injnatioe~~ aDd 
omilllions where our honour is concerned. 'V e can pardon the softening 
down of a Dritisb victory, even the omission of a naval fight glorious 
to the Briti~h ft~ ;. but we cannot pardon this;-J,JltJHIY,g~ef~eworld 
where vacctl!atton ts acknowledged as a blessmg, tiie name Cit>JE5DB 
ought to be mseparable from it.-Tram. 
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himself to be entreated by the senate to govern the republic 
under the name of N apolwn Rorur,parte, and with the title of 
hereditary emperor. Carnot, faithful to the cause of liberty, 
in vain opposed the wishes of the senate and his colleagues : 
the empire was proclaimed on the 2nd Florea!, year XII. The 
constitution underwent fresh modifications; the sittings of 
the tribunate became secret, and all free publicity was inter
dicted. Napoleon, on his accession to the imperial throne, 
caused his brothers J 011eph and Louis to be named French 
princes, and created eighteen marshals of the empire : these 
were Berthier, Murat, Moncey, Jourdan, Massena, Augereau, 
Bemadotte, Boult, Brune, Lannes, Mortier, N ey, Davoust, 
:Bessieres, Kellermann, Lefebvre, Perignon, and Serrwier. He 
was desirous that his reign should have, together with the 
consent of the people, that of the clergy : he obtained both ; 
the French nation, by an immense majority, accepted the new 
emperor, and the clergy chanted the praises of him in whom 
they beheld a new Cyrus. Pope Pius VII. came to Paris, 
and on the 2nd of December, 1804, in the church of Notre
Dame, Napoleon, accompanied by his wife Josephine, and 
surrounded by the great bodies of the state and the dignitaries 
ofthe church, was consecrated emperor of the French by the 
sovereign pontiff; but he did not receive the crown from his 
hands, he took it from the altar, and crowned himself, pro
nouncing this solemn oath: " I swear to maintan the integrity 
of the territory of the republic ; to respect and cause to be 
respected the laws of the concordat and freedom of worship ; 
to respect and cause to be respected equality of rights, poli
tical and civil liberty, and the irrevocability of the sales of 
national property ; to impose no tax, to levy no impost but 
by virtue of the law; to maintain the institution of the 
Legion of Honour, and to govern with a sole view to the 
interest, the happiness, and the glory of the French people." 

Whilst in France a new prince thought to found, for his 
dynasty, an imperishable throne, a fugiuve prince, the heir 
of the ancient kings, neglected by the sovereigns of Europe, 
and forgotten by his most faithful servants, protested, in the 
face of heaven and the world, against the decrees of fortune. 
The following is the oath which was then pronounced, in an 
obscure village in Sweden, by him who was destined to reign, 
at a later period, under the name of Louis XVIII :-" In the 
bosom of the Baltic, in the face of and under the protection 
of Heaven, strong in the presence of our ~ffi~hrF cffi iba~ of 
the duke d' Angouleme, our nephew, and m t iie approbatwn 
of the other princes of our blood, attesting, both the royal 
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victims, and those whom :fidelity, honour, piety, innocence, 
patriotism, and devotion, presented to revolutionary fwy. or 
t<> the thirst and jealousy of tyrants, invoking the manes of 
the young hero whom impious hands have just ravished from 
his country and from glory ; presenting to our peoples, aa a 
pledge of reconl!liliation, the virtues of the consoling angel te 
whom Providence, to give us a great example, has pleased to 
assign fresh adversities, by extricating her from the hands of 
executioners and from chains : we swear, Frenchmen, that 
the sacred tie shall never be broken by us which insepambly 
unites our destinies with yours, which binds us to your families, 
your hearts, and your consciencea : never will we give up our 
claim to the heritage of our fathers, never will we abandon 
our rights. Frenchmen, as a witness to this oath, we call 
upon the God of St. Louis, upon him who sits in judgment 
upon judgments." 

This oath of a right royal mind was then scarcely heard, 
and the weak echo which carried it into France expired in 
the midst of the .noisy pomps and the thousand adulating 
clamours of the coronation. The long-empty throne was not 
only :filled, but he who was seated upon it wished to :fill up 
in appearance, around him, the immense interval which 
separated the new times from those of the ancient monarchy : 
he wished, from a poorlyvain ambition, to resuscitate in France 
the ancient customs of the other courts of the continent ; he 
surrotmded himself with their ostentatious pomps, he ap
pointed dignitaries of the crown, he had his chamberlains and 
his pages; but whilst seeking to revive around the throne 
the wom-out forms of the ancient regime, and whilst sus
pending the liberties of the people, he respected the real 
conquests of the revoluuon, which were, the division of 
property, the uniform payment of the ti!.Xes by all the citizens 
without distinction of cla8ses, equality in the eyes of the law, 
the eligibility of all to all public employments, and the 
separation of church and state. He had likewise caused to 
be recognised, in a great number of states subdued by his 
arms, in Germany and Italy, many of those principles which 
are the bases upon which, in our days, liberal constitutions 
are founded. It is from the maintenance of them that at a 
later period were destined to be bom the liberties of the 
French people, at a period when despotism could no longer 
be imposed upon them in the name of military glory. 0 

• Alaa for historical presciences ! Dec. 2, 1851-.Dec. 2 l 1852.-
Tra116. o,9''""" by l.:.OO e 
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CHAPTER ll 

From the acceseion of Napoleon to the taking pos&eiBion of Spllin. 
1804-1808. 

IF Napoleon, after the peace of A miens, h!ld preferred the 
interests of France to those of his own ambition, he might 
have secured to her the fruits of twelve years of convulsions 
and war,· and made her the moderator of Europe ; but he 
preferred being the sovereign of it ; and, keeping his eye fixed 
upon the great image of Charlemagne, he believed himself 
called to the same destinies. In the first place he wished to 
join to the title of emperor of the French, that of king of 
Italy, and the representatives of the Cisalpine republic decided 
that that country should be erected into a. kingdom in his 
favour. Napoleon set out immediately for Milan, where he 
encircled his brow with the iron crown of the Lombard kings, 
and named Eugene Beauharnais, his son-in-law, viceroy of 
Italy. The establishment of this kingdom, the union of the 
empire with the territories of Genoa and Piedmont, and the 
efforts of the English cabinet, again directed by the minister 
Pitt, aroused Austria, and produced a coalition Bo"lrinst France, 
of England, Austria, and Russia, where the emperor Alexander 
had succeeded to his assassinated father. Napoleon, in the 
camp at Boulogne, meditated a descent upon England, and 
was preparing a formidable armament for that purpose, when 
he learnt that two hundred and twenty thousand Austrians 
were advancing iu three bodies under the archdukes Ferdi
nand, John, and Charles, towards the Rhine and the Adige, 
and that two Russian armies were on the march to join 
them. He immediately quitted .Boulogne, crossed the Rhin·e 
on theist of October, 1805, at the head of a hundred and sixty 
thousand men, and advanced into Germany, whilst Massena 
stopped Prince Charles in Italy. The Danube was crossed, 
and Bavaria occupied; Napoleon and his lieutenants rivalled 
each other in courage and success. Murat triumphed at 
V ertingen, Dupont at H888lach, and N ey at El.chingen. 
Astonished by so many and such rapid reverse~~, the Austrian 
general Mack allowed himself to be invested in Ulm, and 
laid down his arms with thirty thousand men. This capitu
lation opened the gates of Vienna to the French, into which 
eity Napoleon with his army made his ent!j' o~h ~ii1t:h of 
November. From thence he marched int1l9M'otaV18. ta meet 
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the Russians, and encountered them with the remains of the 
Austrian armies in the plains of Austerlitz. 

On the 1st of December, Napoleon placed his line of 
battle between Austerlitz and Brunn ; he supported his 
right on the Lake of 1\Ienitz, and his left on the mountains, 
between the basins of Schwartza and Marcheck ; before this 
line was the hill of Santon, from which Napoleon watched 
all the movements of his army. The Russians and the 
Austrians debouched by Wischnaw, and established them
selves between the French line and the village of Austerlitz. 
Napoleon saw them with joy weaken their right, which crowned 
the heights, and crowd all their forces to the left, for the pur
pose of covering the plain, and falling upon his right Bank; 
he had oombined everything to crush them, if they abandoned 
the heights, upon which each of the two armies supported 
one of its wings ; and when he saw their first movements 
towards the left, he exclaimed : " Before to-morrow night all 
that army will be mine." At nightfall, the emperor visited. 
unannounced, the bivouacks of his soldiers ; they recognised 
him, they saluted him with their accla.t:Dations, the whole line 
sparkled with fires ; it was the anniversary of his coronation 
that his soldiers were celebrating, and this great day presaged 
victory. Napoleon re-entered his tent and completed his 
plans for the next day. Bernadotte was to command the 
centre ; Soult, the right, where the effort was to be decisive; 
La.nnes was to defend the left and the strong position of 
Santon, armed with a battery of eighteen pieces ; and Davoust 
was to keep in check the left wing of the allies at Ruygern. 
All the cavalry was under the command of M ura.t ; twenty 
of the best battalions formed the reserve. . On the 2nd of 
December, at the moment the sun rose over this famous 
plain, three hundred thousand men were ready to enter upon 
their dreadful conflict, and the fate of the Austrian monarchy 
was the stake. Napoleon passed along the front of his 
regiments, and cried : " Soldiers, this campaign must be 
finished by a. thunder-clap." Shouts of enthusiasm replied to 
him, and the battle commenced. The enemy, still fixed upon 
turning the right of the French army, abandoned, on the 
centre of their new line, the heights of Pratzen. Sou:lt 
received orders to seize upon them, which he immediately 
did. Kutusoff, the general of the Russian army, saw his 
error and wished to repair it, but all his efforts were power
less; the French occupied these heights, whi~h divided the 
enemy's line, and whilst Davoust held 1JhijeiUh'es ~.b'l\.~k on 
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the right in the plain, Murat, Lannes, and Bernadotte 
carried their principal positions on the right. But, at this 
moment, the cavalry of the imperial Russian guard came 
sweeping down upon the field of battle, c&.rried confwrion 
into some of the bravest battalions, and restored the fight : 
Napoleon saw the danger, and detached the intrepid Rapp 
at the head of the cavalry of his guard ; after a terrible 
conflict, the Rnssia.ns were broken and dispersed, and Rapp, 
with his sabre broken, and his horse covered with blood, 
galloped back to announce the victory : the remains of the 
enemy's army were driven into a shallow of the lake, 
surrounded by a circle of fire ; mowed down by the grape
shot, they endeavoured to fly over the ice, but it broke under 
them and engulfed them : fifteen thousand Austrians and 
Russians perished, twenty thousand were made prisoners, 
and forty colours and two hundred pieces of cannon were the 
trophies of this memorable victory. On the day after the 
morrow, the emperor Francis IL came to the conqueror in 
his tent, and sued for peace, which was signed on the 26th 
of Decemher, at Presburg. By this treaty the house of 
Austria ceded the provinces of Dalmatia and Albania to the 
kingdom of Italy, and a great number of her possessions to 
the electorates of Bavaria and Wurtemburg, which were 
transformed into kingdoms. The Russian army obtained 
permission to return into Russia without being molested, 
and the battle of Austerlitz, the most glorious perhaps of 
the military career of Bonaparte, put an end to the third 
coalition. 
· The year 1805, so abundant in triumphs for France on the 

continent, witnessed the complete destruction of her navy. 
The combined fleets of France and Spain, under the com
mand of Admiral Villeneuve, beaten on the 22nd of July, 
lost, on the 21st of October, the celebrated battle of Trafal
gar. Thirty-two French and Spanish ships were defeated by 
twenty-eight English ships, commanded by Nelson: only 
thirteen ships of the combined fleet escaped from this dis
aster. This immense victory cost England the life of her 
great admiraJ, bnt it secured her the sovereignty of the seas, 
and Napoleon never after attempted to shake her power on 
that element. 

The trophies of Ulm and Austerlitz mitigated the regrets 
which France naturally gave. to her naval losses. Napoleon 
returned to Paris after his brilliant cam~e.o£t f~ee 
months, and was received with nniversai '9enlllU818B~ He 
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became intoxicated with his fortune, and seemed determined 
to destroy the last vestiges of the revolutionary institutions. 
The republican . calendar was definitively replaced by the 
Gregorian calendar, upon which a decree bestowed a new 
saint, by ordering that, on the 15th of August, the festival 
of Saint Napoleon should be celebrated throughout the 
empire ; another decree destined the basilic of St. Denis to 
be the place of sepulture of the emperors ; the Pantheon 
wa.'! restored to the Catholic worship, and the tribunate 
ceased to exist. Napoleon, who had by the peace of Pres
burg, created the kingdoms of Bavaria and Wurtemburg, 
declared that the house of Naples had lost the crown, u a 
·chastisement for the part it had taken in the last coolition, 
and he transferred the Neapolitan sceptre to his brother 
Joseph : he erected the United Provinces into a kingdom, in 
favour of his brother Louis, and named Prince Murat, his 
brother-in-law, grand duke of Cleves and Berg. One single 
republic still remained of all those which, under the Direc
tory, surrounded France,-which was Switzerland, and 
Napoleon declared himself the mediator of that country. 
He endeavoured to re-establish the military hierarchical 
government of the feudal times, and transformed several pro
vinces and principalities into great fiefs of the empire, which 
he bestowed as rewards upon his ministers and most illustri
ous generals : thus Dalmatia, !stria, Friouli, Codore, Belluno, 
Conegliano, Treviso, Feltrino, Bassano, Vicenza, Padua, and 
Rovigo were erected into duchies, and N eufchitel, Benevento, 
and Guastalla into principalities. Two years later, Napoleon 
inflicted the last blow upon the republican institutions, by 
creating a new hereditary nobility, in which ancient illustra
tions took rank, for the most part, after the celebrities of the 
day. A Montmorency was made a count at the same time 
that Fouch6, the minister of police, became a duke. This 
was trifling with the good sense of the public, and miscon
ceiving the characteristic differences between past and 
modern times ; it was being desirous to commence a new 
era, by representing himself as the principle and source of a 
new order of things, and at the same time giving to the 
institutions of an advanced civilization, the forms adopted by 
those of the middle ages. But the press was then compelled 
to be adulatory or silent, • and the laurels of Napoleon, by 
shading his faults, procured their pardon. 

*.At the pi"'sent day it is difficult to conceive the violence wi' h which 
.all liberty of thought was suppressed under the 'eillpi~<1Q~tisfy his 



.A.D. 1806.] OONII'EDERATION OF THE RHINE. 60& 

Everything smiled upon his wishes in the year 1806; 
Pitt, his irreconcilable enemy, was dead, and Fox, the leader 
of the parliamentary opposition, succeeded him. Pacific 
negotiations were immediately opened between the two 
powers, and actively followed up by the minister Talleyrand. 
But pride already blinded Napoleon; an ill-directed ambition 
for the greatness of his family, made him commit, from this 
period of his reign, great and injurious errors : he was 
determined to drive the house of Bourbon entirely from the 
Neapolitan throne ; expelled from the continent, this family 
still continuing to reign in Sicily, he required that that island 
should be reunited to the lltates of his brother Joseph ; and 
in order that England might not oppose this new conquest, 
he offered her in exchange the restitution of Hanover, which 
had been ceded to PruaDa. This proposal, which nothing 
could justify, was too much opposed to the commercial 
interests and honour of England to be accepted. Fox him
self, notwithstanding his desire for peace, could not, when 
signing it at this price, have reckoned upon the consent Gf 
parliament, and the negotiations were very soon suspended. 
Napoleon, however, following up his unbonnded projects of 
domination in Europe, completed the organization of his 
military empire, by placing the ancient Germanic body under 
his dependence. On the 12th of July, 1806, fourteen 
princes of the south and west of Germany united together 
in the Confederation of the Rhine, and recognised Napoleon 
as their proleclm. The act of confederation established that 
there should be between the French empire and the confede
rated states an alliance, in virtue of which, every continental 
war which one of the contracting parties should have to 
808ta.i.n, should immediately become common to all the others : 
it conferred upon the princes signing it the rights of 

"Yengeance on thia head, Napoleon did not wait for the sentences of t.he 
tribunals; judicial forms were too slow foJr him, and he inftioted, by his 
own personal authority, imprisonment or exile upon t.he writers who 
dared to disJII- him : the most celebrated were the mOIR exposed to 
hi11 vindictiveness, and many, in order to eeoape il, were obliged to :fly 
into RUBSia. Among this number was Madame de Stael, tbe illuAt.rious 
author of Cori11114; M was the witty writer who at this period obtained 
ncb brilliant auooeu upon the French stage, M. Alexander Duvai.
Dc ~.-(Years of hiatorical Rudies williiCIII'OI!ly flnd anythiDg 
more curioua and inAtructive than the above note, flll"iUa by the author 
in the reign of Louis Philippe, when he flattered himself all such 
tyranny was at an end, and read when Louis Napoleon has not only 
had recourse to eimilar, but eveu worse means to obtainran!hl~e 
tile ill·got throne of his uucle.-7'ratll. J o'g''"ed "' uOv d 11.: 

2 R 



41.0 BlfD O:F THE GEBlUN Bli:PDE. [..I..A 180L 

~ty over the multitude of princes aDd CGIIJdll w'hi:Ja. 
existed in Ule Germanic territory, and who, in cpality .. 
members of the ~ nobla., ooly beld before of the 
emperor of Germany and of the empire. This acS d... 
accomplished for Germany that w:hieh the kiDgs of Fruae 
had, long before, done with respect w the great 'V8Iala _. 
their fief& The confederation weaksed Pruaaia and Auatzia 
as much 88 it added to the power of Napoleon : it ~ 
ened his empire, by covering it, on the right buk. of ._, 
Rhine, by a girdle of states the more devoted to bia iD.tena, 
from. his being alone able to ~ to their priDcee ~ 
oonaervation of that which • he llad given them. The peMe 
of Preeburg had rendered the voice of Napoleon all-pcnreDal 
in Germany; and he who had mo.ti w lose· by the Comedera
tion of the Rhine, the emperor Francis II., llad noC t.lle 
power to oppoee any obstacle to it : he mbmitted w tile 
destiny which had been pronounced at A111Mriitz: 1la 
abdicated the title of emperor of Germany, and preeerved. 
UDder the name of Francia L, the title of emperor fiE 
Austria, which he had taken. in 180(. fi• eDded t.11e 
German empire, after an existenee of a thO'IIIIIllld yean. 

Frederick William, king of PraaDa, however, justly irri
tated againat Napoleon, who, after having guazan~ to hia 
the poaMli!Sion of Hanover, had offered, aa a condiiion of JMlM8 
with England, to restore to her that electorate, wae d 
further, and with reason, alarmed at the invasimul of Frace 
and ita COD.Stantly growing aecendancy in Europe; he :r&

solved to form. in Germany a 0f»tfederaNM of tM Stow qf 
tAe North, in order to oppoee the Confederation of the RbiJw, 
and he sent the emperor an ult.i.matum, in which he laid 
down, 88 the first condition for the maintenance of peace, tiM 
retreat beyond the Rhine of all the French troops cantoDecl 
in Germany. Napoleon was indignant at a condition in 
which he saw nothing but an insult; he would not permii 
Hesse, Saxony, or the Hanseatic cities to enter into tile 
league of the North, he rejected the ultimatum of Prullia, 
and Frederick William prepared for war. This prince in
vaded Saxony, the French ambassador was insulted at Berlin, 
and the young and beautiful queen of Prussia rode &boa~ 
that city on honeback, in a military costume, in order te 
awaken the warlike enthusiasm of the people : "It appeara," 
Mid Napoleon, when speaking of her, "88 if one saw Armida 
in her distraction setting fire to her own ~-" These 
words were prophetic. France crushedo~hia (~glaliUo. 
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formed by Russia, Pnuaia, Sweden, aDd England. The death 
of Fox, which happened ehortly after that of Pitt, deatroyecl 
all hopes of CODciliation between the Ja.st..D&Dled power IYUl 
the French empire. 

Napoleon opened the campaign on the 28th of September,. 
aod on the 14th of Oetober the fate of Prussia was decided 
by two glorious victories ; the emperor triumphed at Jena, 
and his lieuteDant DaTOUSt was a conqueror, on the IB1II8 

day, at Auenrt.adt; Lubeck was taken, all the Pru8liall 
fortresses capitulated, and in a lew days this despotic and 
military monarchy was amrihilated. Napoleon traversed the 
field of battle of :Rosbach, where his preeence effaced the W. 
graee the arms of France had undergoDe in the Jm!C8ding 
eeniury ;* he visited at Potadam the tomb of ibe great 
l'rederick, and canied away his glorioua sword ; then he 
eurclaed his righ$ of a. conq11eror, and his decrees dispoeed 
of c:rowns. The elector of Hesse, befOre the war, had rer..ed 
to ctisarm. at his coJDJDUJ.d, and without declaring war openly 
against Napoleon, he had cmly waited for a reverse of the 
imperial 8I'IDII to unite his troops with those of Proasia : 
Napoleon pUilished him by deposiDg him. The elector of 
Saxony, a prinoe worthy of the highest esteem, and whose 
lUtes, Iince 17 66, formed a province of Prusaia, had been 
compelled to follow the forttmeB of tbt monarch : it waa 
'With regret that lle had taken up arms asaiDst France, aad 
after the war he adhered to the CoDfederation of the Rhine : 
the emperor declared his states independent of Prussia, &Dil 
erected them into a kingdom. But it was not enoogh to 
subdue the oontiDent to his power; victory, however glorioUB 
it might be, could :bve no durable result if &gland were 
not OODStrained to make peace : this power might have 
accepted it, if Napoleon had been sincerely willing to impose 
some I!8C1'i1icee upon himself or the princee of his family, aud 
to cede territories, the pcaession of which, without beiDg of 
any real advantage to France, was, in his hands, a perpetual 
cause ofhnmiliatiou and insult for the sovereigDa of Europe; 
but he preferred haviDg reootll'll8 to a new despotism, to aa 
UDbeard-of conception for reducing EDglaDd to peace. On 
the 21st of November appeared at Berlin the famo118 decree 
for the blockade of the British isles. This decree, in the 

• What noDSenl8 ; what wone than DODSenae ia this I Bow oaD 
nations expect peace and happiness, if animosities are to be kept up in 
this silly manner by historians! What had the two neri...a• ~" tJie,two 
cparrela to do wUh each other J-.2'n&u. • ·u ,g,t£ea o,~ C5 • .:. 
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first place, stated the violation of the rights of natioDB by 
England, the abuse of the right of conquest which abe ex
tended upon the seas to the vessels and merchandise of com
merce, and of the right of blockade, by which this power 
prevented at its pleasure maritime communicatioDB between 
nations ; then, in its principal dispositioDB, it declared the 
British isles to be in a state of blockade; it interdicted all 
commerce, all correspondence with them ; it ordered the 
seizure of English persons or merchandise that should he 
found in the countries occupied by France or her allie& 
Every nation that would not adhere to the system esta
blished by the decree of blockade was coDSidered as an 
enemy to the French empire. Thus was established the 
system called continental, because the obligations which it 
impoeed were to be observed by the whole continent. n 
·was injurious to the interests of all natioDB, and concealed a 
deeply-seated vice, which Napoleon could not or would not 
perceive : to pretend, in fact, to exclude English merchandise 
from all the porte of Elll'Ope, was to oblige the English to close, 
in retaliation, the sea, of which-they were the masters,~ 
the vessels of all natious ; it was to devote to miaery the 
popnlations of the North and the South, to whom trade with 
England was a vital necessity, and was sowing the germs of 
an obstinate resistance and an implacable hatred. This 
system, there is no doubt, did immense injury to England, 
and brought upon her expenses which increased beyond mfS

sureher already prodigious debt; but it did not at all place this 
power at the discretion of her rival, as Napoleon hoped it; 
would ; and it led him, on the contrary, to a series of violent 
measures and gigantic operations, which precipitated his fall 

Frederick William, although conquered and depoeed, had 
not lost all hope : the Russian army would have attacked 
the French in concert with him, if the rapid movements of 
the emperor had not prevented them. Napoleon, the con
queror of the Prnssians on the field of J ena and Auerstadt, 
met the Russians on the plains of Poland, and on the 2nd of 
December, the annivenary of his coronation, he add.resaed 
these words to his army : " Soldiers, a year ago t;o,da.y, and 
at this very hour, you were on the memorable field of 
Austerlitz. The terrified Russian battalions ded in disorder 
before you, or, surrounded, laid down their arms to their 
conquerors. The next day they uttered words of peace; but 
they were deceitful. Scarcely escaped from the disasters of the 
third coalition, they have formed a fo~;,ebuUheJ@f upon. 
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whose tactics they founded their principal hopes is no more. 
His strong pla.ces, his capit.als, his magazines, his arsenals, two 
hundredandeightycolours,sevenhundredpiecesofcannon,five 
great fortified places, are all in our power. • • . All have fled 
~t your approach. In vain the Russians have endeavoured to 
defend the capitals of this ancient and illustrious Poland : the 
French eagle hovers over the Vistula. We have conquered 
upon the Elbe and the Oder, in Pondieherry, our India esta
blishments, the Oape of Good Hope, and the Spanish colonies. 
Who would give the Russians the right to reverse such just 
destinies 7 They and we, are we not the soldiers of Auster
litz J" This haughty proclamation announced that between 
England and Napoleon no peace could possibly exist. 

The Russians advanced in two bodies, under the orders of 
Benigsen and Buxhofden : a multitude of partial combats, 
almost all glorious for the French arms, marked the early 
days of the campaign, and at length the two armies, the one 
under Ben.igaen, the other under Napoleon, came in contact 
m ma886 on the plains of Eylau : the conflict was bloody, 
was awful ; a thick snow vaisleading the French divisions, 
added to the horrors of the day, and for a long time rendered 
the victory uncertain. Soult, Angereau, and Davoust rivalled 
the Russian generals in heroism ; at length Davoust suo
~ed in breaking the left of the enemy, and the rout was 
.about to be complete, when the Prussian corps of General 
Lestocq arrived upon the field of battle, in spite of the 
akilful manreuvres of Marshal Ney, who was charged to keep 
him in check. Lestoeq did not snatch the victory from the 
hands of Napoleon, but he saved the Russian army, and pro
tected its retreat. The war was not finished, and Napoleon 
took up his winter quarters in Poland. 

One of the strongest places of the Prussian monarchy, and 
that which its position renders the most important-Dantzie, 
had not yet succumbed : Marshal Lefebvre, who had the duty 
of pressing the siege of it, redoubled his efforts, and, in spite 
-of all the Russians could do to save it, it capitulated on the 
24th of March, 1807. General Benigsen then collected all 
his forces and opened a new campaign at the head of a hun
dred and thirty thousand men ; Napoleon marched to meet 
him ; his generals triumphed in the combats of Spanden and 
Gustadt, and, after the undecisive battle of Heilsberg, the fate 
of the war was decided on the plains of Friedland. 

On the 14th of June, the anniversary of Mar.en.K911the 
Russian army debouched by the bridge of Fnew&n"d\lver the --
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.A.lle, and offered battle. Napoleon aooepted it, md 8l!igoed 
their places to his lieutenant. and the dift'erent oorpe of his 
army: on the right wae Marshal Ney, supported by the 
cavalry of l&tour-::Mallbourg ; in the centre 1rlarsbal IADns, 
on the left Mortier aDd the cavalry of Grouchy; the i1llpelial 
pri and Victor's oorpe Conned the reserve. The Bn..m.. 
'llllpported their lefl; upcm Friedland, and their right extencled 
faz- into the plain. Napoleon ordered the city to be carriell : 
t1Jis being aooompl.iahed, would allow the Ru8lliana t;o be 
attacked in front and 1lank ; the talcing of Fried1aad woald 
be winning the battle. A triple ealvo gaote the lligmal for ' 
act.ioa; Ney's division on the right moved rapidly forward, 
whilst the others confined their efforts to keeping the enemy 
in check ; I.e.tour-Maubourg's dragoons cbarged and dUpenecl 
the enemy's cavalry; Ney advanced in spite of a deepente 
resistaaoe ; he entered Friedland behind the Ruariana ; the 
cOnJlagra.tion of the place announoed Iris 8l1Coel8 ; l.aaDel, 
Mortier, Victor, theu charged with vigour; the enemy, at
tacked by them in front, were at the 8&1De time enveloped «111. 

'Uleir left by the victorious division of Manbal Ney, md fell 
into complete disorder : driven back upon the banb of the 
Aile, a multitude of men perislsed in the waters ; ten 
thOUJlll,lld killed, and thirteen thoW11U1d priaonen, were tM 
principal results of this great battle, which pnt aa end to 1.be 
wu-. Ale::under sued for peace. A confmmce took place 
upon & raft on the Niemen, between Napoleoo, the c&al', IIIli 
the king of Prussia, and on the 7th of July peaoe'WU sigDe4 
at Tilsit. Alexander I&Crificed every other interest to the 
deaire of obtainiJ18 Napoleon's II&Dction for the iDoorporatiJis 
of RUSiia with Finland, & Swedish province, and witll 
Moldavia and W ~hia, provinces of t1ae Turkish empire ; he 
very feebly defended the cause of his unfortUDate ally, King 
Frederick William, &Dd Napoleon was hanh with this prince, 
whom be coDSi.dered the instigator of this a.ngainary wv ; 
he only restored halfhia states to him, and levied an enormoua 
war-contribution. upon that half. Ale:a.nder and the kUta: 
m Praasia subecribed. a decree which erected Sa.xooy and 
W estphali& into kingdoms, the one iDareaeed by a large 
portion of the Pl"U8Bi&D. territories, the other by Han<m~r. 
They recognised the elector of Saxony, alreecly crowned ~ 
by the emperor, as grand duke ofWanaw, aad Napoleon's 
brothers, J01eph, Louil, and Jerome, as kmga of Naplee, 
Hol)awJ, UMl W eal;phalia. The Ooollderati.OD of the Rhine 

o;g;,;,ed by Goog I e 
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wu extended to the Elbe, and Alexander, after ha~ 
obtained from the mouth of Napoleon some words favourable 
to his ambitious projects, fully adhered to the continenW. 
.,.tem laid down by the decree of the 21st of November. 

England saw Ruslia escape from her inil11e11ce with griS 
regret. Willing to keep, at any prioe, a footing in the Baltic, 
she requirecl Denmark to enter into an oftimsive and defensive 
.niance, and, as a gaarantee, the giving up of her capital and 
Jleet : the king :refued, and Copenhagen underwent, em the 
)Del of September, 1807, & terrible bombvdm.ent, which 
J:eduoed three hundred houses to ashes : the Danish fleet, 
oompoeed offifty-three ships of war, fell into the hands oftbe 
English. The victim of this act of iniquitous violence, Den
mark, ~ herae1f by immediately adhering to the conti
Dellil&l system, after the eDmlple of Russia. Sweden alone, 
ia the uorth, continued in arms after the treaty of Tilait ; 
its feeble king, Gustavua IV., declared himself the avenger 
of Euope against Napoleon ; but, abandoned by Engla.nd, 
plmulered by Russia, lately his ally, he saw Stralsund and the 
ille of Rugen taken from him, lost Pomerania beyond redemp
tion, and alieoated, by his silly pride the affections of his 
abject.: all the ~ea-board of the Baltic :yielded to the yoke 
of Franoe. England had in vain endeavoured, some mo:~~.tbs 
.before, to subdue the Ottoman Porte, then at war with 
Russia, and the ally of France ; an English fleet, after having 
paased the Dardanelles for that purpose, was repulsed by some 
bmidable batteries, got ready in haste by Sebastian.i, the 
French ambaaaador. At the end of 1807 there only remained 
cme state on the oontinent 110.bjected to the direct influence 
ef Great Britain: that was Portugal, and Napoleon, who, 
by the decree of the continental blockade, anogated to 
himeelf the right of di8posing at his pleasore of the fate of all 
ll&t:iana, signed, on the 27th of September, 1807, at Fontaine
bleau, an iniquitous treaty with Spain, by which Portugal, • 
a cbamaement for ita alliance with England, was to be parli- f 
t.ioned almoat entirely between the king of Etruria and Godoi. ft, 
prince of/\Pew;e, who governed the Spanish monarchy: this ;t t• 

Veaty r8Cogni&ed Charles IV., king of Spain, as BUserain «. 
the two states formed by the dianemberm.ent of Portugal A. 
proelsmaticm,iameclon the 13th of December, 1807, announced 
tiaat the houae of Bragama bad ceased to reign. Twenty
eight thouand Frenc1l, UDder the command of J unot, were 
Cliulrged with the ue&lldiioa of tlris sentence, and befOre tbir 

o;g;,;,ed by Goog I e 
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arrival at Lisbon, the prince regen• of Portugal embarked 
for Brazil, abandoning his capital and fleet to the invadiug 
army. 

This rapid success and the ~dalous divisions of the 
members of the royal family of Spain inflamed the ambition 
of Napoleon, and led him to consider the Peninsula pa.rtJy 
or wholly his conquest. The feeble Charles IV., entirely 
under the subjection of Godoi, prince of Peace, the favourite 
of the queen, had rendered himself contemptible in the eyes 
of all his subjects, of whom Ferdinand, prince of the Asturias, 
had become the idol, by declaring himself the adverBIIlY of 
the odious favourite. Napoleon, at the height of his fortune, 
the object of the admiration and respect of Clw:-les and. hill 
son, had already been chosen as the arbitrator of their differ. 
ences, and the prince of the Asturias had solicited the honour 
of allying himself .with his family : the emperor might have 
exercised over Spain, by pacific ways, a sovereign influence, 
and might have profited, advantageously for his system, by 
the hatred which numerous naval defeats had inspired in the 
Spaniards against the English ; but he wished for more tbaa 
this, and whilst the looks of all the Spanish royal tamily were 
turned towards him with hope, a French army crosaed tho 
Pyrenees, under Murat, grand duke of Berg, and, all at once, 
the report was spread at Madrid that the places of Ba.roelona, 
Figuieres, Pampeluna, and St. Sebastian were militarily 
occupied by the French. Soon afterwards, Napoleon, in con
tempt of the treaty of Fontainebleau, demanded the reunion 
of the provinces on the left bank of the Ebro with the empire. 
Charles IV. and his queen were struck with stupor ; Godoi 
advised them to imitate the prince regent of Portugal, and to 
embark to go and reign over their dominions in America. Hie 
ad 'rice was listened to, and everything was prepared for depar· 
ture; but Ferdinand put a stop to this; he called the popuJt.. 
tion of Aranjuez to arms, and denounced the base counsels of 
Godoi as fresh perfidies ; a rising ensued, the troops partici• 
pated in it, and Ferdinand directed it; he caused Godoi to be 
arrested, held his father captive, forced him to abdicate, and 
then made his triumphal entrance into Madrid, in qna.lity of 
king of the Spaniards; but on the morrow, the 23rd of March. 
Murat, without waiting for the orders of the emperor, entered 
that capital with his army. Charles IV. protested against 
his forced abdication, and Murat refused to acknowledge the 
royalty of Ferdinand, Napoleon alone being able to pronounce 
~tween them. The emperor came to . Be. yo ne, where he 
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invited the king and his son to meet him, in order that he 
might decide as supreme arbitrator of their differences and 
their destinies ; they arrived, and Napoleon, master of their 
persons, pronounced in favour of the king ; he constrained 
Ferdinand to renounce the throne, to restore the crown to his 
father, and then prevailed upon the latter to yield it to him 
himsel£ Charles IV. received as a habitation the castle of 
Compi~gne, and his son was detained captive in that of V alen~ 
~Y· Thus was consummated, by means of a perfidious trick, 
an odious act of usurpation, the results of which became fatal 
to its author, and gave the first blow to his fortunes. Murat 
in the meanwhile held Madrid in his power, and, dominated 
over by French influence, the council of Castille demanded 
Joseph, the elder brother of Napoleon, for king of Spain. 

An assembly of notables was immediately convoked at 
Bayonne, where the emperor organized a junto charged with 
the provisional government. Joseph gave up to Joachim 
Murat the crown of Naples, immediately quitted that capital, 
arrived at Bayonne on the 7th of June, and was recogniSed 
king of Spain by the duke de l'Infantado and a deputation 
from the nobles and various bodies of the state. The assembly 
at Bayonne voted a constitution, to which Joseph swore, and 
on the 9th of July, he was on his march for Spain.. But 
already the indignant and furious Spaniards had taken up 
arms, the clergy set the example of revolt, declaring Heaven 
to be interested in the cause of Ferdinand, and designating 
Napoleon as the Arltichrist : the whole army rose, and a 
provisional junto of government, assembled at Seville, con
tested and annulled the acts of the junto of Bayonne. On 
the day of St. Ferdinand, new Sicilian Vespers were sounded 
against the French throughout Spain ; their squadron was 
taken at Cadiz, and the crews were slaughtered ; the 
Spaniards signalized their vengeance in a great number of 
places by massacres and atrocities ; they declared war against 
the French, and the Portuguese followed their example. 
:Bessi~res, however, conquered Rio-Secco at Medina : his 
victory opened the gates of Madrid to King Joseph, who 
made his entrance into that capital on the 20th of July, but 
almost at the same moment General Dupont capitulated 
shamefully at Baylen, and laid down his arms with twenty~ 
aix thousand soldiera This terrible check shook the authority 
of the French ,in the Peninsula, and redoubled the courage 
of the S~ds ; Joseph was obliged to qui~ ~~~ f'!~t 
tiys after his solemn entry. Portugal wa8"moa'm1S,OQ,iiff an 
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English army landed in ihat country, under the command o£ 
8ir Arthur Wellesley, a.fterwvds duke of W eUingtoo. .J 11D1Ji. 
with ten thousand men only, risked the battle of Vimeizv 
against twenty-six thousand English and Portugueae ; he..,. 
conquered, and 1110011 after signed the capitulation of Cinlza, 
which at leut permitted him to retum to France witla bonoa:. 
Portugal was evacuated ; .J oeeph had already no pla.oe left in 
Spain but Barcelona, Naftn'e, aad. Biac.y; the BDgJUII, ., 
lately the enemies of the Spillli&rds, were weloomed with opea. 
arms. Napoleon was ~ at Ie.ming the lfiYeleeB of Jsill 
III'IU in the Peninsnla ; he was indignant &Dd grimed at tUs 
first disgrace his eagles had met with ; he det.enDined tJ.i 
Ilia best lieutenant&, that his legions of GermaDy and IWy, 
should em. the Pyrenees to eftMce the sllame of Baylen, to 
atifte in i.UI cradle eo t.hreateaing aDd unexpected. an iDmr
rection ; he recalled them from the baDb of the Nismfm, the 
Spree, the Elbe, 1111d the Danube, and in a pmclamatam 
addreEed to his brave aoldiers, he gan vent to his~ ia 
this cry for war and TeDge&Uoe : " Soldier&, I WIID.t you. • • • 
Let 1111 carry our triumphant a.ps to the Ool1D11Da « 
Hercules : there also we :bve insalfa to avenge. Yon haw 
surpassed the renown of modern armies, but have you eq1llllW 
fJle glory of the armies of Bome, which in one "NRp"ip 
triumphed upon the RhiDe and the Euphrates, in Dlyria 8llllll 
apon the Tagu ¥ A long peace, a durable prosperity, will 
be the reward of yaar labours. A true Frenohmau. C8ll1lO&, 
ought not to think of repoee till the sea8 ahall be open and free. 
Soldiers, all that you have done, all that you still will do, iJr 
the happmeaa of the French people and .fOr my t)..ory, will be 
eternally in my heart." 

Altlwugh an aim of general interest may be invoked ia 
these haughty words as the only pretext for this war, it is 
too evident that 1111~er motive gave birth to it, and that it 
derived ita origin entirely from personal ambition. H Napo
leon, in fact, bad only wished to elose Spain against Engliak 
eommeroe, he oould. have done 80 either by leaving Ferdinlmd 
to reign under his tutelage, or by placing the aoeptre lllOI'e 

firmly in the hands of Charles IV. : by despoiling thal 
both, he aroued the ardent pusi.ons of an enthuaiutic 
people ; he revived the animosity of tbe European Cll.biDMI, 
which were alarmed, and with reuon, at 80 unheud-of aa 
aaarpation, and sw no eud to his invuiona. Napoleon ftl 
about to launch at hazard into a c:areer without ~ ia 
which he bewildered Jdmaelf; and met ~l~ ·~~ : ewa 
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at the point of his history at whicll '1ftl have now arrived, 
1lis star began to pale, and tbe prestige . of the invincibility 
of his arms was dEstroyed. 

CHAPTER m. 
ll'rom the inteniew a :Erftlrl to the abdiaMico of Napoleoaa •' l!'oa· 

taiuebleau. 1808-18U. 

NAPOLEOlf, reeolved to snbdue Spain, in September and 
October, 1808, strengthened his alliance with Alexander, 
and the two emperors appeared a~ this interview to be the 
more anxious to come to a good understanding, from their 
having to obtain from eaob other a high and mutual gua
rantee for receDt 1lSU1'p&tions, impatiently endured by the 
rest of Europe. 'l'lle troops of Alexander had conquered 
Finland, iu the north, from Sweden, and had, in. the south, 
invaded the Tmtish provinces of Moldavia and Walachia, 
whilst the French izoops covered Spain. The two ~m&
mgns concluded a treaty, by which Napoleon acknowledged 
the three province~~ invaded by Roasia as an integral part of 
that empire; Alexander, in return, acknowledged the Napo
leouian dynasty in Spain, and, in case of W'8l' on the part of 
Austria, they engaged to take up arms aga.iDSt that power 
in ~ This treaty, to the drawing up of which every 
lllOl'&l collllideration was foreign, was built upon nothing but 
the interests of the ambition of the signing monarchs, and 
oaold only exist as long as these interests should remain 
101changed ; it was, by its nature, little likely to be durable. 
Nfl'fel'theless, as 1100n u he WM IIIII1U"ed of the pacific die
poai.tion of Alexander, Napoleon himself joined his legions 
in Spain. 

Palafox, Caslaiioe, and Blake, commanded the enemy's 
&rJDY of a hundred and eigllty thoaaand men, which extended 
from the ooaste of Biscay to 8a.ragoesa.; but Napoleon 
marched, acoompauied by his great ca.pta.ins, at the head of 
his veterans, and victory was certain. Boult triumphed, on 
the lOth of November, at Burgos, where he broke the 
8pauieh centre ; the next day Victor gained a great adftll
tage over their left at Espinosa, under General Blake, and 
their right wu put to flight by Vara],al Lannes, at TadeJa. 
The narrow peseage of tile Sommo-Sierra was now the only 
obstacle between the French &l'ID.Y and .Madrid ·,(~~ 
of artillery defended this defile, which ap~~~; 
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Napoleon ordered his Polish lancers to charge, and the bat
tery was carried at the gallop : on the 3rd of December, the 
French army made its entrance into Madrid. The English 
army of Portugal, under Sir John Moore, was on ita march 
to cover this capital ; but on learning the disasters of the 
Spanish armies, it retreated before Napoleon, towards As
torga and Corunna. Boult had orders to pursue it to the 
place of its embarkation, and, according to the words of 
Napoleon, "to cast it into the sea with the sword in ita 
reins." He drove it before him to Corunna ; there, Sir 
John Moore, oocupying a good position, gave battle, was 
conquered,* and died like a hero : his army embarked the 
next day. Spain, with the exception of aome cities, the 
principal centres of insurrection, appeared to be subdued; 
Napoleon brought back his brother, King Joseph, to Madrid, 
and he thought to win the Spaniards by abolishing the 
Inquisition, by speaking to them of franchises, and promising 
them the abolition of feudalism ; but he addressed a people 
who did not understand him or his vieWB, who only listened 
to the voices of their priests and to the proud heroism which 
could not endure a foreign yoke : this people aoon replied to 
the liberal promises of the usurper by cries of rage, and by 
.a new and a more formidable insurrection. 

Austria, in the meanwhile, was emboldened bytheabeenoe 
of Napoleon, by the withdrawing of the veteran troops, and 
by the insurrection of the Tyrolese against the Bavaria.Ds, 
the new masters France had given them, and formed a fifth 
coalition with England : the archduke Charles aooepted the 
command of the troops, which amounted to five hundred 
thousand men, divided into eight bodies : one of them, under 
the archduke Ferdinand, was to invade Poland ; three 
others, under the archduke John, marched into Italy and 
into the Tyrol, the insurrection of which they kept up : the 
other bodies, assembled on the frontiers of Bohemia, directecl 
their course towards the Rhine, raising all Germany, in 
which several secret societies,-a.nd amori.g them the mOlt 
.celebrated, the Tungenbtmd of Prusaia,-only waited for a 
signal to fly to arms and liberate their country. The French 
troops in these countries at that time did not amount to 

* So far from bei conquered, th bia 
army, and Soul$ did not eonte th(n and ofu 
JJI&8ter. Sir John Moore e an .clmirabl rwhelm· 
ing numbers; apiece of gen · Bo never pe ed in the 
course of his career-when oon , he 'W&II in &11 illlitl &Ccraven. 
-Tnau. D1Q1t1zedDyG 1 
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mOTe than a hundred and thirty thousand men, and these 
were spread from the Baltic to the Danube, under the com
mands of Bernadotte, Davoust, and Oudinot : Eug~ne, with 
some divisions, occupied Piedmont and Italy. At the first 
report of the projects of Austria and the movement of ita 
armies, Napoleon quitted Spain and arrived in Paris; :from 
thence he despatched numerous forces into Germany and 
Italy. The vast field of his operations extended from 
Poland, where Poniatowski commanded, to Italy, where 
Eug9e had sixty thousand soldiem under his orders. Napo
leon quitted Paris on the lOth of April, and was on the 
DaDube on the 17th; but his orders for the concentration 
of his forces, ill understood by Marshal Berthier, his major
general, had not been executed : the emperor, on his arrival, 
found his army divided into several masses, of which the twC) 
principal were thirty leagues :from each other ; the first, 
under Davoust, was at Ratisbon ; the second was at Augs
burg, under Massena ; between these two points, in the 
centre, were stationed the Bavarians, the Wurtembergians, 
and the rest of the army of the Confederation of the Rhine; 
but these auxiliary troops were feeble, insufficient and in
capable of resisting the shock of the enemy, who was about 
to fall upon them, after having debouched by Landshut, on 
the right of the Danube : the intention of the archduke 
was to force the centre of the French army by passing 
'between the divisions of Davoust and Massena. Napoleon 
saw the peril, and employed all the resources of his genius ; 
he took advantage of the hesitation which the enemy 11howed 
on their arrival, and held them two days almost motionless, 
concealing the weakness of the forces at his dispo1111l in the 
centre, in face of them ; he ordered Davoust and Massena 
to come up as quickly u possible and join the army of the 
confederation, in the environs of Neustadt, so as to menace 
the front and left ftank of the archduke CharlE!l\ who, 
astonished by these rapid and skilful manamvre!J, did not 
dare to venture further forward, and drew nearer to the right 
bank of the Danube, towards Ratisbon, which Davoust 
had just abandoned, and of which the Austrians took pos
sei!llion. A conqueror in the battle of Thann, Davoust 
effected his junction with the centre, and on the ·19th of 
April Napoleon saw all his army assembled under his hand. 
The four following days were marked by four fresh victories; 
at the battle of Abensberg, the emperor broke the arc_!J~pke's 
line; at l£nd.ahut, he occupied his bwcof"o~'tio~~ut 
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hie left to flight, a.ud eani.ed Jria parka and his ~; 
at Eckmiihl, on the 22.od of .April, he beat ~ wlwle army 
~ the enemy, and drove it back between 6e Iaer and tlle 
Danube; the AustriaDa eecaped by Batiabon, which Nape
leoo carried the next day, after a amguinary eonffid;, ia 
which he received a slight woand in the heeL Pr.iDae 
Charles retired to the frontiers of Bohemia, md the Freaeh 
directed their courae towards Vienna. 

dne day, during this rapid marcb, whilst Napoleon .... 
oonversiDg with Lmnes and Berihier, a guide poinied out to 
them the castle of Dirsteim, in which Richard Cmur de Li.oa 
had been imprilloned on his return from the Holy lAud : the 
emperor stopped, he contemplated theee celebrated rams feR 
a oonsiderable time, md oa pursuing his route, l8id : " lie 
alao weat to make war in Palestine and Syria; he waa men 
fortl1nate than we were &S St. J ea d' .Aere, kt noli DUD 
valiant than thou, my brave Lmnes I . . . He heM tile gnllf; 
Saladin • • • and yet, scarcely had be regained the shores a£ 
Europe, when be fell into the banda of :meD in DO wiae m. 
equals, and was sold by a duke of .AUBtria to an emperor « 
Germany. • • One of tM humblest of his caartiers, BJOJtdeJ, 
aloDe remained faithful to him ; but his Dation made ...., 
sacrifices for his deliTBrance." Napoleon. again tamed hit 
eyes upon those GoChic towers, and rememberiDg hia OWII 

generous behaviour towards the kinga be had coaquered. 1lle 
added that a sovereign in modern times would eecape U. 
fate of King Richard : then be fell all at oace into a pno. 
fouad and sileat meJancholy. Perhaps, reflecting on tile 
hatred of his enemies, he doubted that which he had juS 
88ll8l'ted ; perhaps he had a presentiment ~ the fMe fll 
Richard might one day be his own, and Uaat no new Bloudel 
would deliver him from it. But his hour was yet filr dist:uUi, 
fresh triumphs were reserved for him, and on the 13th « 
May, one month after the opening of this brilliant campaip. 
he entered for the second time into the eapit1ll of A'IJIItiJ:i&. 
The war, however, was not yet ended, the emperor Fn.aci8 
retired to Znaim with imposing forces, and the a.rchclUe 
Charles drew near the capital along the left baBk: of the 
Danube : he BOOn took up his position in face of Vienna, ill 
the :famous plains of Wagram. In order to terminate tba 
war and dictate a peace, it was ~cessary for Napoleon to 
conquer this army; but the bridges of the Danube had beeo 
destroyed ; the river, divided imo several branclles, rolled n. 
w.st W'&ten between the two. loi'Dliesr;9 ,and ~~ tM 
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A111tri&Da immeDSe 1aboar and greM and peri1oa eli:lda 
were required. 

Numerous isles divide the Danube in the neighbourhood 
of Vienna ; the largest ia the :island of Lob&u, four leagaea 
ill circumference, almosi; in front of the city, from which two 
branches of the river aepante it ; the fii.'IK ia three hunchecl 
m~tres wide, the second about five hundred. In face of this 
island, on the other ba.Dk, are the villages of Aspem and 
Bailing : the Danube between them and the island of Lob&a 
is not more than a hundred ~tree in width. It was acroea 
W. great ialaDd that Napoleon determined to efFect hia 
pa8JIIge· On the 19th the bridges were ihrown o~ to 
:Kberadorf; on the 20th the island was carried : when there, 
Napoleon collected lt.ia troops and overlooked the .last worb 
of the bridges. Scazeely had thirty thoosand men, under 
lAmnes and Ma.ma., pasaed to the left bank of the river, 
ibn they took po181!1115ion of the villages of Failing and 
Aapern, where they withstood, during two days, the lhock 
of a h1Uldred thon•nd Austrians ; the villages were five 
tiimes taken and retaken, and gaTe their ll&III.M to t1lese 
Wrible b&ttlea. At length another portion of the FrencJr 
a"JD.Y Cl'OI!Iled the river and joined the intrepid troops of 
lAtmes md Muaena; ihat of Davoust was to follow them: 
liapoleon could not wait for them, and, in hia impet~ 
ardour, usamed the offe!Uiive against an enemy twice u 
anmeroua aa hia owu army. His words and hia example 
electrified hia brave followers; as formerly at Aroola &ad 
Lodi, he precipitated himaelf upon the Austrians, who gave 
way and feU b&cir: ; the intrepid Lanaee penetrated their 
centre ; the archduke was in full reu-e.t, and Napoleon was 
foUowiBg up hia vi«Mry, when, all at once, he learnt that * division under Davoust, which ought to have assured it, 
1lad not been able to effect its passage, and that the bridges 
over the Danube were broken : he found himself, with one
tmd of hia fOrces, compromised by victory itself, which had 
carried him too far and separated him from the main body 
of his army : he halted, and commanded a retreat. Tbe 
AlEtriana rallied, and poured down upon the French ia 
hmidable masses, endeavouring to inclose them in a half
oirele of fire and drive them into the river ; but the Freneh 
communications with the Wand of Lobau were not broken, 
sod it 'WII8 thither Napoleon directed his retreat. He beheld 
thousands of hia brave followers fall around him,rhe lol!t the 
heroic D'FMpagne, the brave St. Hilaire~;gand ,~t'Jris 
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friend, the duke of Montebello, who fell with his two knees 
broken by a ball, and expired in his arms. M•IJ8ell8, how
ever, :firm 88 a rock, made face against the archduke, kept 
him back, and covered this perilous retreat: Napoleon and 
all the troops that had croeeed the river ~tered the 
great isle of Lobau, which became the head-quarters of tho 
French. 
Eu~ne, commanding-in-ehief the army of Italy, was in 

march to join Napoleon on the Danube. Macdonald, 
Grenier, and Baraguay d'Hilliers oommanded with glory 
under him : this army WBB victorious at the batUe of the 
Piave, and in the fights of the Ba.n-DanieJ, Tarwitz, and 
Goritz : it drove before it, in theee various contests, eighty 
thousand Austrians under the archduke John, and prevented 
his junction with the archduke Charles ; at length, on the 
Hth of June, the anniveraary of Marengo and Friedla.u.d, R 
completed its victory over them at the battle of Raab, took: 
that place, and joined the emperor in the ialand of L>bau. 
This victory allowed Napoleon to resume the offensive. 

Afterforty days' labour, three great parallel bridges, thrown 
across the Danube, united the isles, to which the emperor gaYe 
the names of Lannes, D'Espagne, and St. Hilaire, killed a 
Faling, and opened a pa1188.ge for a hundred and fifty thou
II&Dd combatants and five hundred pieces of cannon. The 
army crossed the river in the stormy night between the 4th 
and 5th of July, in which thunder and lightning were con
founded with the thunder of a hundred fiery mouths that 
protected the p8898ge. The army crossed the river on the 
west of the iale of Lobau ; on the morrow it presented itself 
in battle-array on the left of the enemy, and carried, by 
attacking them in the rear, the formidable intrenchments 
raised in face of the ilsle, between Ebersdort; Essling, and 
.A.spern. A vut plain extended beyond these places, before 
the French army ; the hills which surrounded it on the ~ 
and the eut were occupied by the Austrian army, which 
defended a formidable position on the left bank of the Russ
bach : Wagram was in the centre of the Austrian army. An 
attack upon the heights WBB uselessly attempted the first day 
by Davoust, Lamarque, and Oudinot : the two armies slept 
upon the field of battle in which, on the next day, the dtwti
nies of Europe were to be contended for. 

At daybreak three hundred thousand men were drawn up 
in aline of two leagues in length. Napoleon rode along it 
at a gallop, and pointed out with a silextt, ~l@je,~army. 
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the hills ofWagram and the tower of Neusiedel on the steep 
baub of the Rusabach : there lies the greatest peril, but 
there, as certainly, will be the victory. Davoust and Oudinot, 
on the right, had orders to carry them ; Eugene, with the 
army of Italy, and Bernadotte with the Saxons, were in the 
centre ; M88!Ulll8. commanded the left towards the Danube. 
The right of the archduke moved, preceded by sixty pieces ; 
it took the rear of the French army, and separated it from 
the Danube : Bernadotte'a Saxona were put to flight. Napo
leon ordered a change of front on the left, and launched 
against the Awstrian columna the divisions of Massena and 
Macdonald, with the cavalry of his guard under the brave 
Beasierea ; a hundred pieces of cannon thundered upon it, 
but the Awstrian artillery replied well to this terrible fire, 
and the formidable column still kept advancing : an aide-de· 
camp announced to Napoleon that the enemy was already 
close on the rear of his army : but he remained silent, his 
eagle glance was fixed upon the right,-upon the heights of 
Ruaabach ; all at once, Davoust'a fire, in front of the tower 
of N eusiedel, announced to him the aucoeea of his right wing 
and the danger of the enemy : " Fly," said he to the aide-de
camp ; " tell Massena that he must attack with spirit, and the 
battle is won." He at the same time gave orders to Mao
donald to precipitate himself upon the centre of the Austrians, 
to Oudinot to carry the position of RUBBbach, and to Davouat 
to press on his attacks. The heroic Macdonald poured down 
like a torrent upon the centre of the enemy's line and broke 
it, whilst Massena, along the river, kept the Austrian column 
in check, and drove it, at length, back upon ita rear. The 
Austrians were in flight along their whole line : Davouat 
carried Wagram, Macdonald pressed forward as far as Brunn, 
andN apoleon pitched his victorious tents on the field of battle. 
He embraced Macdonald, and created him, Oudinot, and 
Marmont, marahaJs. The victory was dearly disputed ; 
twenty-five thousand· men on the two aides were either 
killed or disabled.* This sanguinary battle decided the fate 
of Austria, the archdukes John and Ferdinand having both 
failed, the one in Lombardy, the other in Poland and Galicia. 
Francia L, being conquered, signed, on the 14th of October, 
the peace of Vienna, by which he ceded several provinces, 
and adhered to the continental system. Pope Pius VIL, 

* I have followed, in the rapid sketch of the campaign of 1809, the 
excellent work of General Pelet, who baa described tb1114t-~t. b&t.tlea 
after having t&ken & gloriOUS pan in them. D'g't"ed by \.;:o008l e 
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:t.aenting the privation of pari of ms terrifloriea, 'had aeconded 
tiDa last; coatition, and refused to cloae hia porta against tbe 
Eogl.iaD ; in addition to which, he eluded one of the printipal 
dauses of the Concordat, by CODsbntly def'eniDg ibe aendi...,; 
ol pontifical bulls to newly-made French bishop& After 
having exhausted f!!Very means of eoaciliation to overcome 
this obstinate resistance, Napoleon dethroned Pius VTI. aa a 
temporal eovereign, and was excommunicated. The e&J."o 
uscence of the multitude, excited by the presence of tJ.e 
pon~ placed the French troops at Rome in tlte ~ 
peril. General Miollia, governor of the city, judged the 
sending away of the pope necessary, and Pius VII., 'Violently 
dragged from the pontifical palace, WIIB take& fitoR to S&voma, 
md thence to Fontamebleau : he there underwent, wUia 
Christian fortitude, a captivity or f01Jl' years ; and the anei&S 
capital of the world was transformed into the ch.f-Nu of a 
.French department. · 

A hundred thousand English had, durmg t'bis eampa.iga, 
attempted a descent 1IJXm Hollaad ; Flushing Cell illto thair 
power, and they threatened Antwerp j bat the good state m 
the defences of that place and a levy of the naticmal gaardl 
in the departments of the North, readered their eflWta f'rm. 
Ie. ; sickness thinned their ranks ill. the marshea of 7,ealeM, 
and they evacuated Fhmhing, after having experienced gred 
lCB!eS. 

The Bpaniah iDsurrectiou had become more aerioas :m... 
diately after the departure of the emperor ; a report wu 
spread that Napoleon again required the 1D1ion of ilae left 
hank of the Ebro with France ; and this too wall-inmded 
:repon redoubled the popular indignation and fury : dae 
iumrgents organized themaelvee as guerillas, md made tile 
French soldiers find a second V end6e in Spa.in ; tM people 
n111e and 1lew io arms in all part&, and the oath of 1mion aDd 
uationaJ. independence was the tie which united all ~ 
a.pUm France. In vain the lieutenants of Napoleon ge.iDed 
numerous victories in the Peninaula : Sebasti&Bi triumphed 
at Ciudad-Real; Victor, at Medelin; Boult, at Oporto, where 
twenty thousand Portuguese were left upon the field of 
battle ; but the example of Palafox, the defender of Bua
goasa, and the heroism of the inhabitants of that city, w:&o 
buried themselves under ita ruins rather than submit to tlla 
conqueror, excited the enthusiasm and patriotism of the 
Spaniards : the English, who were warmly welcomed by 
them, successfully seconded their effor.t.L<ed ,Q'i:<.th~lj8th of 



A.J). 1809.] SECOND MARBTAGB 011' NAPOLEON. lif 

.July, Joseph fought with Sir Arthur Wellesley the undecided 
battle of Talavera, which England celebrates as a victory : 
Sebaatiani was conqueror on the 21st of August, at Almon
acid, and Mortier, with twenty-five thousand men beat fifty 
thOllB&nd, at Ocana, on the 19th November; Andaluaia wu 
epen to the French, but yet Spain was not subdued. Soult 
in the eouth, and Suchet in the north, began the campaign 
fJl 1810. Granada, Malaga, and Seville were occupied by 
the French, and the provisional Junto of Seville transported 
itself to Cadiz, which Marshal Victor fruitlesaly besieged. 
It was at thia period that South America shook off the 
Spanish yoke, and proclaimed the federal government of 
Venezuela. Maaaena, prince of Eaaling, maintained the war 
in Portugal against the army of Wellington, much IUperWr 
to his own. A serious misunderstanding which took place 
between him and Marshal Ney compromised the aueoeaa of 
the campaign ; he marched toW&I'ds the capital, was beaten 
at Busaco, and was stopped in the month of December, by 
W el.li.ngton, before the formidable linea of Torres V echaa, 
which covered Lisbon.* 

Whilst the Peninsula was devouring the best soldiers of 
the French armies, Napoleon attained the highest point of 
lri.a wonderful destinies. F.t}ually seduced by the desire of 
obtaining an heir as by the ambition of allying himself to 
the ancient dynasties of Europe, he repudiated J oaephine de 
Beauharnais, · his first wife, and married, on the 30th of 
March, 1810, Maria Louisa, archducheas of AllStria, daughts 
of the emperor Francia. 

Holland was, in the course of this year, united to France ; 
Napoleon dethroned his brother Louis, whose kingdom had 
become an entrepat for English merchandiae. The Mon1Uv. r, 
on this occaaion, published the policy of the emperor wi tl 
ftg&rd to those he crowned : "Learn," said he to the m~g&, 
1ria brothers, " that your first duties are due to me and 
France." This policy, when thus revealed to Europe. con
tributed powerfully to raise it against him. One of his 
lieutenants was called, at the same period, to the aucceaaior • 
of the throne of Sweden : the imprudent and choleric Gus
tavus IV. had been dethroned in 1809, and his UDCle, the 

*Our readel'll mtm look to 11110h aD bmllunt&ryadmialion U thJs fOr the 
beat refutation of the French claims to the batUe oi Talaver& and oUler 
contests-they l011t Sp&in and Portu~ together wi~h their beat men, 
this they cannot deny : posterity will judge who 111on the lbattles. 
~ D'g't"ed by"'00g e 
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duke of Sudermania, had succeeded him under the name of 
Charles XIII. : this prince, having no issue, adopted as soo, 
in 1810, Bernadotte, prince of Ponte-Corvo, elected, by the 
States-General, prince royal of Sweden. Napoleon saw in 
this election an event that would complete the subjection of 
the North to his system ; it did not occur to him that lrla 
lieutenant, formerly his enemy, might some day prefer the 
in~-ests of the people he reigned over to those of his native 
country, and he permitted him to accept his royal destinB!L 
Sweden, after the accession of Charles XIII., adhered to the 
continental system, and the blockade was for a moment 
observed throughout Europe. 

It becomes necessary to stop here for a moment to take a 
glance at the immense achievements of Napoleon, and to 
measure his colossal power by enmining some of the cauaes 
of his elevation and of his fall He was borne to the Yer7 
summit of human grea.tn.esa by his genius, his victories, ancl 
by the wishes of a nation which, dazzled by the prestige of 
a new name decorated with a glorious halo, sighed for order 
and repose after long tempests ; he was borne thither, above 
all, by that concealed Providence which produces upon the 
stage of the world the men that are wanted when their time 
is come, and which, too frequently unacknowledged by them
selves, elevates, directs, and supports them till their work be 
accomplished. France applauded the high fortunes of Napo
leon, because she stood in need of him, because, after having 
secured her power abroad, and done much for her glory, he, 
still further, perceived her wants and contributed to her 
internal prosperity. We have described his exploits, his 
conquests, his administrative and legislative labours; we have 
not room to expose those of a particular and special interest: 
his vast intelligence embraced all things ; he passed, without 
effort, with wonderful facility, from one subject to another; 
and no detall was beyond the reach of his vigilant solicitude: 
sometimes combining the wants of a numerous youth with 
the interests of his warlike empire, he created achools for 
the army and navy, gave a military organization to .Pryta
neums and Lyceums, opened these establishments gratui
tously to the sons of the brave men who fell in the field of 
battle, and founded several houses purposely for th('.ir daugh
ters : sometimes occupied with the commercial and manu
facturing interests of the country, he created the general 
council for fabrics and manufactures, granted honourable 
rewards to the authors of useful discov~ecP~~ 
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a for various inventions or improvements of high impor
tance, gave 100,000 francs to the chemist Proust for his 
discovery of the sugar of the grape, decorated Ternaux with 
the Legion of Honour for his superior fabrication of cloths, 
and promised a million to the inventor of a machine to spin 
flu. The manufactures of woollens and silks received 
immense encouragement from him, and the cultivation of 
cotton was, by his orders, attempted in both Italy and 
Corsica. Other important cares engaged his attention in 
tum-8Uch as the provisioning of the cities and the armies, 
the clothing of the troops, sanitary measures for the capital, 
and the destruction of mendicity. Besides an understanding 
of the material interests of the country, Napoleon had a 
feeling for what was great, and France owes to him the 
execution, the embellishment, or the first idea of as many im
perishable monuments as of useful establishments. Wherever 
the neoeasity for them was felt, he opened roads, dug canals, 
erected bridges, raised fountains, not only in France, but in 
the foreign countries united to his vast empire : the admira
ble road of the Simplon, the canal of St. Quentin, the basins 
of Antwerp and Cherbourg attest what he undertook of 
this kind. The Exchange, the Madeleine, the column of the 
Place V end8me, the triumphal arch of the Etoile, and the 
bridges of Austerlitz and J ena, were, in Paris, executed or 
conceived under his reign. Napoleon enriched the national 
library, caused the works of the Pantheon to be continued, 
commanded, to decorate the bridge of Concord, the statues 
of his greatest generals who bad died in the field of honour, 
and formed the idea of consecrating at St. Denis three expia
tory altars for the three royal races which succeeded each 
other on the throne of France. Embracing at once foreign 
policy, government, finances, and war, he still, amidst his 
immense labours, found time for all the details ; he required 
an exact account of everything, and demanded of his minis
ters faithful and minute reports upon the immense detail of 
their respective offices. He possessed in an eminent degree 
the gifl; of judging of the character and the capacity of those 
who served him ; it was to this invaluable faculty that he 
was indebted for the good fortune of eeeing almost all his 
ideas well understood and well executed, and for seldom 
having occasion to change either his ministers or his coun
sellors. The men who, out of the ranks of the army, bad 
the most honourable part in the great things e:c<t~P&shed 
under his direction, were for foreign affafira; T&ll~ytand and 
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Ohampagny, duke de Cadore ; for the finaucea, GaudUa, 
duke of GaMe, Mollien and Barbe-Marbois, wh011e integrity 
equalled their talents ; for the interior, the count de Monta
livet, at first director-general of the ports and roads, tbell 
minister, who evinoed, in the exercille of his offioe, ~he 
auperiority of sound sense and an elevated mind ; fAr 
public instruction, Fontanes, grand master of the U Diversity, 
a distinguished poet, brought up in the ancient school ol 
letters and morals, and prodigal towards the representative 
of new times of ingenious but too often adulatory homage : 
there were, still further, in high dignities or great emplO,T
ments, Le Brun, duke de PJaisance, Regnier, duke de M--. 
Maret, duke de Bassano, and Darn, who united to a marvel
lous aptitude for labour, a courage proof against every teaS. 
The Council of State, to which Napoleon gave a juat.l7 
admired organization, illustrated itself, under his reign, h7 
great talents : in it shone the jurisconsults Portalis mrJ. 
Tronohet, compilers of the civil code; .loubert, Allan~ 
Regnault de Saint Jean d'Angely, and the leu-ned Cu.vier.. 
lrJ ost of theee men have left durable monuments of their 
labours. Napoleon, by the vigour of his geniu, by the 
aggregation of his eminent faculties, was able to pre&el"Ye 
his superiority over all; and it was by relying upon their 
talents, it was by gathering around him all the illustriou.a of 
France, that be had gained, in 1810, the highest degree of 
splendour that any sovereign had attained in Europe. Ria 
empire, after the last additions, counted a population of fifty 
millions, spread over a hundred and thirty departments. 

Nevertheless, a deep evil was gradually digging an abys 
under all these grandeurs and prosperities ; and this evil was 
the boundless ambition of the emperor : if he had uever 
separated his own personal interests from those of France, i5 
ia to be believed that he would ha'\"e triumphed over all 
resistances; but, in latter periods, his perpetual invasiou. 
either for himself or his family, redoubled the alarms and. 
jealousies of foreign princes, without any other reault for 
France but a constant sacrifice of men and money. Party" 
hatreds were roused with great strength in the interior, and 
found an echo in the c1aslles which had assisted in the eleva
tion and the maintenance of the imperial throne. The 
resentments, likewi8e, of the aristocracy, or the friends of 
liberty, were not without pretexts or veritable causes: the 
noblesse always beheld in Napoleon an u~ born of a 
revohltion which they held in horror, aad"t.h9<f~t' that 
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he had in part stifled it ; the democrats onrsed in him t1le 
man who had rejected all their principles, after having dra,. 
all his strength from the order of things which they ha4 
founded. The creation of a new nobility was equally omoa. 
to the ancient noblease aDd to the patriots ; the destrnoti.oa 
of the liberty of the press rendered the irritation more 
lively, by driving it back to men's hearts unuttered ; &JMl 
although Napoleon might not have oeued to conquer, hia 
victories could not impose silence upon his enemies, for their 
'Vfll'Y number weakened the effect of them. His foreiga 
power was even leas firm still ; his brothers themaelnw, 
though croWDed by his hand, were indignant at being OOD

aidered by him as nothing more thaa his lieutenants ; they 
felt that whilst granting them the title of king without givin' 
them the powers of one, he had rendered their reign impossi
ble : one of them abdicated, the others hesitated between · 
abdication and revolt. The peoples of the countries uniW 
to Fr&Dce were oppl8aled by the burdens of the conacriptiona, 
-war taxes, and tae lodgiDgs of troops. In vain the emperor 
reckoned the greatest aov~ among his allies ; they newr 
forgot that he had foroed the connection upon them by 
'Victories, ud their wounded honov made 'feDg8Qncedelirab1e; 
Austria and Prasaia bad :uumerous insults to eft8ce, numerous 
provinoee to reconquer. A great fermentation agitated, ill 
Gennany, an the Wlivenities and all the secret societies, from 
which arose cries of indepeDdeuceand rage against theoppresaor 
of Europe, and N apoleo:u, during his abode at Schambrunn, ill 
1809, was very near perishing under the poniard of the 
student Stabs. Spain, from which he wished to wrest the 
left bank of the Ebro, to unite it with Franoe, md Portugal, 
which he pretended to share out according to his will or hia 
caprioe, both rejected his yoke. These two states, sapported 
by England, offered Napoleon &n invincible resistance, md 
consumed his R.l'miea. The fatal continental system raised 
all commercial interests against him, and blinded himael( 
by famishing him with an appu-ent pretext for his continul 
usurpati011.s. He was aware that this gigantic aystem impoael 
so heavy a burden, so crnel a restraint upon both nations aD4 
sovereigns, that he could only depend upon himaelf tor tbe 
care of its execution mywbere. After having, for this 
purpose, joined Holl&Dd and the Roman states to Franee, 
and made implacable enemiea of the pope and the clergy, he 
'ftntnred still further, and on the 13th of Deo.tm~,_.;t_810, 

aeglectmg • .a1pedlaoua all ~ftli.miDary --~·• 
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his empire, by a ~um, the Valais, the Hmeeetic 
cities, and the ooa.sts of the Baltic from the Ems to the Elba. 
" Oircuf118UJnce8," said the emperor, " command IA1Cb. a 
measure ;" and he vaguely promised indemnification to the 
princes plundered by this new usurpation. With BOCb a 
policy as this there was no longer security for any prince in 
Europe, or a guarantee for any treaty ; Napoleon precipitated 
himself down a fatal declivity ; it became neoessary that 
France should be conquered by Europe, or that Europe should 
become entirely France. A boundless ambition condeomed 
the emperor to an endless contest with the league of the 
dynasties, with nations, with the priesthood, and with com
merce; and when he thought he had won over everything to 
his vieWB, because he had subdued everything, he found thM 
he had sown everywhere the germs of an opposition which 
was certain to burst forth, in a terrible manner, at the 
moment of the first reverse. 

Among all the sovereigns of Europe, it was Alexander 
whoee alliance was of the greatest importance to Napoleon: 
this prince, in fact, was at once the most powerful by his 
armies and the most difficult to subdue, on account of the 
geographical situation of his empire. For a long time, to 
preserve a good understanding between him and NapoleoD, 
Alexander had had to contend against the solicitations of the 
English government and his ancient allies on the continen\ 
and to combat the Russian aristocracy, who, since the adhesioa 
of ihe czar to the continental system, could no longer find a 
vent for the produce of their estates. Alexander had obtained 
Finland, Moldavia, and W allachia, which he had so long 
coveted : he would have further wished that the emperor of 
the French would have spoken out more clearly against all 
eventuality of a future re-establishment of the kingdom of 
Poland ; he was already complaining of Napoleon's refusal, 
when the~ of the 13th of December, 1810, 
added a serious grief to former subjects of complaint. Among 
the disposseseed princes was the duke of Oldenburg, his 
brother-in-law. Alexander beheld in a decree which violently 
despoiled a member of his own family, an affront to himself; 
he lent an ear to those of his neighbours and his oourtiera 
who excited him the most warmly against France, and replied 
on the 31st of December, to the~ of the 13th, 
by a commercial 'Ukase, which closed Russia against a number 
of French products, and opened ita porta to the colonial 
products of England under neutral Jlap ; d~q~dil::were 
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ordered in his states, his armies drew near to the Niemen, and 
Europe was in expectation of fresh and sinister events. 

Destiny, however, reserved one last and brilliant favour for 
Napoleon; he had a son in March, 1811; and the birth of 
this child, who was proclaimed king of Rome in his cradle, 
appeared, in securing him a successor, to have consolidated 
his fortune. But already the storm, of which ~he ukase of 
the 31st of December was the precursive signal, began to 
growl in the west. Napoleon in vain pressed Alexander to 
recall his decree : he saw with inquietude the Russian frontier 
covered with troops ; and, faithful to his custom of always 
being beforehand with the hostile designs of his rivals, he 
prepared for fight, concentrated his legions in Poland, and 
repaired to Dresden, under the pretence of meeting the other 
sovereigns in congress there, but, in reality, the better to 
watch military movements, and to be nearer his armies. The 
emperora of Russia and Austria, the king of Prussia, and a 
great number of the sovereign princesof Europe, met Napoleon 
at Dresden, and there, at the height of his power, he tasted 
once more the triumph most dear to his pride, he saw kings 
among his courtiers, and many croWJted heads bow before his; 
but he failed in all his efforts to bring Alexander into his 
.system, which was equally rejected by Sweden. 

Boon England, Russia, Sweden, Spain, and Portugal formed 
a sixth confederation against France: Napoleon, to combat 
it, relied upon Italy, Poland, Germany, Austria, and Prussia.: 
the two fi.nJt of these nations, particularly Poland, which 
looked to him for its re-establishment, followed his eagles 
with enthusiasm ; the three others were dragged after them 
very much against their will " These Russians," said 
Napoleon, "these Russians, whom we have always .beaten, 
assume the tone of conquerors > they provoke us. . . • • Let 
us accept as a favour the opportunity which does us violence, 
and let ~ cross the Niemen." On the 22nd of June, in a 
proclamation to his army, he reproduced the name of a state 
effaced from the map of Europe, for he had proof of the 
bravery of the people of that country, and he wanted them 
as a future vanguard and as a barrier against the Russian 
ool088US. " Soldiers," said he, " the second war of Poland is 
begun. The first was terminated at Friedland and at Tilsit; 
at Tilsit, Russia swore an eternal alliance with France and 
war against England : she is violating her oaths. Russia is 
ruled by fatality ;-her destinies must be accomn~j It 
is to Napoleon, rather than to the Russians:ethlv'th*'last 
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words must be applied ; fatality blinded him, aad it ..,.. him 
it led to the accomplishment of his destinies. 

On the 25th of June, the emperor opened the eampaign 
at the head of four hundred thousand soldiers ; he CI"'Eed 
the Niemen with half bia forces, and oa the ~8th entered 
WilDa ; there, by a last letter, Alexander offered him peace, 
promising ~ maintain their alliance, if the French troop. 
evacuated the Russian territory ; but a retrograde step would 
have been an humiliation in the eyes of Napoleon ; he refu.ed, 
ud halted seventeen days at WilDa, a delay fatal to his arma. 
In the mean time the diet of the duchy of Warsaw proclaimed 
the l'&Gitabliahment of Poland and the enfranchieemeot of 
the nation. A deputation IIBilt to the emperor supplicated 
him to declare that Poland existed: Napoleon hesitated; a 
part of the ancient Polish provinces was incorporated with 
Austria ud P~ and now Prullli& and Austria were 
making common cause with France. To acknowledge t.he 
uistenoe aDd the independeuce of the Polish na.tioa, woa1d 
be to light the flames of iosurrection in the incorporated 
provinces ; perhaps he would yield at a later period to the 
wiahea of the deputies, then it was his duty to abstain, ad 
ha aDSWered in such a ID&IIJlet" as not to give nmbrage to hia 
allies. The emperor p1Il"'RR8d his JD&l"Ch, and arrived • 
Witepak, after a glorious comb&i ; the enemy's umy, uDder 
:B&rcla.y de Tolly, retired before him ; a bloody battle tool 
~ at Smolensko, which was given to the ilames ; the 
Russi....,.....,.·,...anuaa still receded aa.d Napoleon pressed forward; V aJou.. 
tina was witnea of a murderous action ; but the disobedi4!11« 
of one of Napoleon's lieutenants a.ved the Russian army from 
total deetn&et.ion ; it still retleated, and the emperor fol
lowed it. 

The grand army at length arrived, 011 the 6th of September, 
in the fields of Boroctino, at 801De leagues from Moaoow, neu
the banks of the Moakowa., and discovered, in face of it, the 
entire Russian army, of which the old general Kutusof had 
taken the oommand.. A general battle was resolved upoa 
for the next day but one, and on the morning of that 
memorable day, Napoleon, on leaving his tent, said to bia 
offioera, " TMI"e w a beauAfol aun, it w tiM nm of .A..,._ 
litz /' thea, in a proclamation to his soldiers, he said to 
them, "Here ia the battle you have so much wished for; 
conduct yourselvea as at Austerlitz, Friedland, Witepsk, and 
BmoleDBko, and let ~ lDOit diataoi pOBI;erity ~ wit& 

D~itized by Goog I e 
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pride of yoUl" behaviour on this day : let it be Blid of you : 
He was at that great battle on the plains of Moscow." The 
action began almost immediately; it was terrible; Ney, 
llurat, Eu~e, Davoust, Gerard, and Poniatowski performed 
prodigies of heroism ; Auguste Caula.incourt was struck dead 
at the head of his cuirassiers, whilst taking poEeSBion at the 
gallop of a formidable redoubt ; after a moat determined 
contest, the RllSSians at length gave way; Napoleon re
atrained hia guards, and allowed the enemy to escape, he 
might have entirely destroyed. Twenty-two thousanfi French 
and fifty thousand Russians were killed or wounded in this 
awful battle. A great number of French generals ]oat their 
lives, but the victory was theirs: Marshal Ney was pro
cla.imed prince of Moekowa on the field of battle.· A fresh 
fight took plaoe at Mojaiak, within half a league of Moscow ; 
the Ruasians were again oonquered, and their army only 
entered the ancient capital of their empire to abandon it. 
From the heights of Mount Balnt, which overlooks Moecow, 
the French first beheld that famous city, half Asiatic, half 
European, with ita eight hundred churches, ita thousand 
belfries, its gilded C!Jpolas, sparkling in the sun : at this sight, 
the soldiers were seized with astonishment and admiration : 
"Moeoow! Moaoow !" cried they, and Napoleon even gave 
way for a moment to this enthusiasm ; a smile of joy illu
mined his brow, and a cry of eatisfaotion escaped him : 
" Moscow I there is the reward of so many glorious labours, 
the termination of eo many fatigues!" They at length 
arrived : the French penetrated into the silent streets of the 
immense city, and were astonished at the solitude they met 
with; the streets were deserted, their inhabitants had 
evacuated them. Napoleon en~red the citadel of the 
Kremlin without resistance : Moscow, he thought, would be 
the end of the fatigues and sufferings of his anny ; he found 
in it an immense quantity of stores and resources of all kinds ; 
he established his winter quartan, and hoped to enjoy the 
fruit of his victory whilst preparing for fresh ones. But, 
daring the night, a frightful conflagration broke out. Ros
topchin, the governor of the city, when evacuating it, had 
determined, at an immense sacrifice, to save his country : 
Russia was lost, if the French found a refuge for the win'kr 
in Moscow : at a sigiml agreed upon by Roetopchin, troops 
of men, with engines of combustion in their hands, entered 
the city silently, ap:read through ita m-t.A.. and ast;Jife. 1t!> ji 

-----~,gt1zed by\J--uvdLt: 
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in all parts. Moscow sunk beneath the devouring element, 
and soon became no more than a vast heap of aahes aDd 
ruins. 

Winter approached, and the French had DO longer 1111 

asylum against its rigours. Napoleon stili Battered himae1f 
with the hopes of peace.* Alexander designedly prolonged 
the negotiations, to lull his enemy to sleep in the rains « 
Moscow, whilst he signed a treaty, at Bucharest, with the 
Sultan Mahmoud, successor to Selim, who had been sla.ugb
tered by his jani.ssaries : this treaty rendered all the forces 
of Russia available against France. Everything was at 
length broken off, Napoleon ordered a retreat, and quitted 
the ruins of the city, at the head of a hundred thousand 
soldiers, after forty days of fruitless expectation. " Your 
war is ended, ours is going to begin,, said old Kutnsof to 
the French. Winter set in suddenly, with a severity lDl

common even in. the heart of Russia. The French soldien, 
whom the cold paralyzed, were pursued and harasaed in their 
retreat by numberless enemies, and covered the road with 
their frozen carcases ; and yet the army marched in pretty 
good order as far as the Beresina, which it had to cross iD 
presence of Kutuso~ Wittgenstein, Tchitchagof, and their 
three armies, which occupied and defended all the passages. 
The river was thawed, the stream :8.owed; it became necesBIIlJ 
to construct bridges under the fire of the enemy, and to :figM 
without intermission. Victor and Reggio protected 'the 
passage : at this point were still performed prodigies f4 
heroism ; but the French forces, too inferior in number!, 
gave way upon the right bank before the army of Wittgen
stein ; a Russian battery poured its fire upon the bridges, 
and made hideous breac}les in the living wall formed of a 
~ompact mass of stragglers and unarmed wretches who 
encumbered the passage. Victor at length succeeded in 
silencing this terrible battery ; but he himse~ enveloped on 
all sides, was upon the point of being destroyed ; then Fo111'
nier and the brave !Atour-Maubourg dashed forward at the 
head of the cavalry, penetrated to the centre of the Russians, 
and disengaged Victor. The bridges, however, were obstructed 
by an innumerable multitude of all kinds, and an immense 
matWl; they gave way under the weight, and thousands of 
men were swallowed up in the waters of the Beresina. At 

* What can the historian mean by this 1 He baa told us that, only 
three months before, Napoleon had scornfully rej~ AleDDder's 
overtures. Napoleon never wished for peace trll be wali'~!.E..n-a.u. 



A.D. 1812.) RETREAT PROM RUSSIA. 681 

length, after incredible efforts, the army passed this re
douta.ble barrier ; but the moral energy of most of the French 
aoldiers had sunk with their physical strength ; the ctWI 
again attacked them with fearful severity, and the retreat 
became nothing but a vast, sanguinary rout. 

Paris remained twenty-one days without any news of the 
emperor or the grand army, and a priaoner, the general 
Mallet, imagining the emperor to be dead, was about to 
BUBpend his government in the capital. ·The emperor, feeling 
that his presence was indispensable in Paris, to defeat plots 
and create new military l'eiiOurcel!, on the oth of December 
quitted his sinking army, of which he gave the command to 
the king of Naples, and which arrived at Wilna, destitute of 
everything. N ey endeavoured to reanimate it by his heroie 
example ; he fearlessly exposed his life on all oocasions, he
retreated the last, facing the enemy by turns as a soldier 
and as a general. 

But with the French revenee, defections commenced. 
The PruEans, who covered the right of the French army iD 
its retreat, abandoned Macdonald at Tilsit ; the Austrians, 
commanded by Schwartzenbe1-g, followed this example, 
treated with the enemy, and left the left of the French 
exposed ; Murat himse1.t: the head of the army, abandoned 
his post and deserted : Eugene took the command, and re
established something like order. France made another 
effort; it gave Napoleon another army, at the head of which 
be marched to join Eugme. Austria, seized with fright, 
renewed ita protestations of fidelity, whilst PruBBia treated 
with RuBBia at Kalish, and England, by promising Norway 
to Sweden, obtained the active co-operation of Bernadotte 
against France. Napoleon, threatened from all quarters, on 
the 30th of April, 1813, joined Eug&le and the wreck of hia 
grand army : with conscripts, he gained over the veteran. 
troops of Europe the brilliant victories of Lutzen, Bautzen, 

· and W urschen, and then he again negotiated for peace. A 
• congress was opened at Prague on the 4th of June, and 

Napoleon accepted the mediation of Austria, which required 
that the French empire should be bounded by the Rhine, 
the Alps, and the Meuse. The emperor hesitated, the con
gress was suddenly dissolved without any results, and 
Austria declared war against France. The allies had five 
hundred thousand men under Schwartzenberg, Blucher, and 
Bernadotte, the prince royal of Sweden; Napoleon had buir 
three hundred thousand soldiers, forming ele:v:en ~llU#tr 
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which obeyed Vandamme, Victor, Bertrand, Ney, ~ 
::Marmont, Regnier, Poniatowak:i, Macdonald, Oudinot, M4l 
&Pnt Cyr ; the cavalry was commanded by the kiBg cl 
ltaplea, Iatour-Maubourg, Sebastiani, and Kellennama; 
Mortier and N ansouty led the guards : these forces COit

stituted the last hopes of France. Wherever Napoleon 
:fuught in person, he was a conqueror ; he gave battle ~ 
Ule walls of Dresden and triumphed; General Mweau, hil 
ancient rival in gl~ was wounded to death in the Pnaia 
ranks. BuJi Vandamme experi.enced a terrible aheck at K.uha, 
where he was made prisoner, and lost teD thouaud mea. 
The three aovereigDs, Ale.u.nder, FraD.cis, and Frederick 
William, ~~egotiated a triple alliaDce at Toplit., and tile 
emperor of Austria himself appointed a ~ in the 
camp of hia son-in-law, whom he styled ~e common eoemy. 
The allied &1'Dlies increased every day ; several unfori1malte 
battles were fought with unequal forces : Oudinot was heateD 
at Groeberen ; N ey at DeDDewi.tz ; Macdonald at K.atzbach. j 
the king of Bavaria. declared war against Napoleon, and tM 
French, surrounded on all aides, retreated upon Leipsic. 
The emperor then uperienced the fatal consequences of m. 
oppressive system : when victorious, Europe, under the m. 
:O:aence of fear, had for a time been silent before him ; bG 
when conquered, all whose prejudices or interesta he :t.l 
wounded, revolted en tr&a88a, aad prepared to crash :him. 

A murderotl8 battle was COIIlDlellced under the walla ~ 
Leipsic ; a hundred and thirty tholli&Dd French conteadecl 
agaiDit three hundred thousand enemies; they were &b&a
doned and betrayed by the Saxons, whose old king aloae 
remained faithful to France : thia defection compl'OJDiaed the 
safety of the army, awl Napoleon commanded a tetreat, 
which waa.to be effected over the only bridge of the Elater. 
All at once, an order, ill understood and too soon execUed, 
blew up the bridge, before the army had completed ita 
p8Sil&g9 : thia diiBster decided the fate of the campa.igta. 
Twenty thousand men were made prisoners ; two hudred. 
pieces of cannon and an immense f1IIJt&oid fell into the hands 
of the allies; & multitude of brave men, among whom wu 
the heroic Pozriatowaki, met with death in the waters of the 
.mater. Napoleon, pursued by hia enemies, stopped mace 
more, awl beat them in the gloriouacombat of HaD&u; thea 
he established his army on the Rhine, whilst the allies took 
up their cantonments in face of him, choosing ~for 
their head-quarters. o;g;,;,ed by Goog I e 
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SpaiD, at this period, had Eli!Caped from the banda of the 
French put recovery. Two great battles loA,-that of the 
Arapyles by Marmont, in 1812, and that of Vittoria, by 
KiDg Joeeph, in 1813,-carri.ed W elliDgton to the Pyreneea; 
Soult, from that time named commander-in-chief in the 
Peninsula, carried on the war at the head of sixty thousand 
men agai'Dit very superior forces, and the emperor, at the 
end of 1813, JlOII!8I!IIed nothing in Spain but the little port 
of Santona. , Eo~ne maintained himself "With difficalty in 
Italy, whilst,;Murat mn tumed against Napoleon. 

France found herself again menaced in her ancient limits 
as abe had been in 17 89 ; but her population had no looger 
that energy, that enthusiasm, whi~ had then mfficed to free 
her territory ; all those who had applauded or consented to the 
elevation of Napoleon, deserted him : the conscriptioDB, the 
blockades, the droik-r&mif had become intolerable to the 
people. Bonaparte loved France ; but, in the days of m. 
highest prosperity, he had abused her love for him, and had 
misunderstood her wishes ; in the hoar of diagrace, Franoe 
"Withdrew from him. At the end of 1813, he made prepam
tions for a fresh campaign ; the ever docile senate had 
granted him 300,000 men, the legislative body ventured, for 
$he first time, to resist. M. 1Ain6 made, in the name of the 
oommiaaion chosen by this body, a report very hostile to 
the measure of the government, and demanded the abaodon
ment of conquests, and the re-establishment of liberty. An 
address to the emperor was voted, in conformity with this 
report, by a great majority. Napoleon, irritated by this 
1111.expeoted and daDgerous opposition in the face of the 
enemy, caUBed the doors of the legislative body to be closed, 
Ol'dered ita diaaolution, and dilllllieaed the members himself 
with haughty and angry words. From that time interior 
defections commenced, and Europe learned, by this imprudent. 
outbreak of Napoleon, that France no longer made, in an. 
indissoluble manner, common cause with him. 

The whole male adult population of the east was anmmoned 
to arms ; thirty thOUII&Ild men of the national guard of Paris 
were placed in active service ; the last resources of the 
nation were called upon. Maria Louisa was declared regent, 
and Napoleon opened the campaign on the 26th of January, 
after having confided the command of the capital to hia 
brother Joseph. The English advamced on the south ; a 
hundred and fifty thousand men, under BchWI)l:tzenhFg, 
debouched into France by SwitBerland ; ora,elum~knd 
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thirty thousand Prussians, commanded by Blucher, arrived 
from Frankfort ; and a hundred thousand Swedes and Ger
~ans penetrated into Belgium, under Bernadotte. General 
Maison in the north, Augereau at Lyons, and Soult in the 
Pyrenees, were ordered to stop the enemies, whilst the 
emperor marched into Champagne to meet Schwartzenberg 
and Blucher, whilst ~e struggled still in Italy, 8Dd a 
conference for peace was opened at Chatillon. Napoleon, in 
the face of 110 many perils, was again inspired with his 
brilliant genius, and redoubled his activity and courage : 
never was he more profound in his strategic comhina.ti001, 
or more akilful in executing them ; he was very near de
stroying the two moat formidable armies of his enemies, by 
isolating them, and attacking them by turns : he be» 
Blucher at Champ-Aubert, at Montmirail, and at Cbiteau.
Thieny ; then he fell upon the Austrians of Schwa.rtzenberg, 
and conquered them at Nangia and Monteresu. These 
were repetitions of the' prodigies of the cam~ of Italy; 
but the glory and splendour of theae new triumphs were the 
bright but deceitful ftashes of the lamp about to be ex
tinguished. These wonderful auocesses became fatal to 
Napoleon, by the confidence they gave him; he could ~ 
resolve to accept the proposals of the allies, or eonsent that 
France should return within its ancient limits : he revoked 
the full powers he had given the duke of Vicenza to con
clude a peace at Chatillon. But the allies triumphed every
where where Napoleon did not command in person: the 
English entered Bordeaux, which decla.red for the Bourbons ; 
the Austrians occupied Lyons, and the united enemies 
marched toWards Paris. Napoleon then subscribed to the 
demands of the congress : but it was too late ; the co~ 
ences were broken up. Joseph received orders to defend 
Paris to the last extremity ; the emperor depended npon 
him, and conceived the almost wildly brave project of cutting 
off the retreat of the allies, by marching rapidly behind them 
to St. Dizier. This march caused him to lose precious time ; 
but by it, Napoleon, if he had been seconded, might have 
saved his crown. The two grand armies of the enemy had 
effected their junction, and drew near to the capital : to 
secure the success of the emperor's skilful manmuvres, it 
ought to have been defended till his arrival : timid counsel
lors besieged the regent, Maria Louisa, and persuaded her to 
retire to the' Loire; in vain Talleyrand and Montalivet 
expressed a courageous opinion, ando,rceprelle'ntei.3lto the 
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-empress that the safety of France was in Paris ; in vain 
the king of Rome, only three years of age, united his 
clrildisb voice with that of these wise counsellors, and cried 
with tears, as if inspired by a painful presentiment, that 
be wished to remain in Paris. Fear alone was listened to : 
Maria Louisa quitted the capital, and transported the 
regency to Blois. In the mean time Napoleon approached 
Paris by forced marches ; but it was no longer time ; 
marshals Marmont and Mortier fought, on the 30th March, 
a glorious but desperate battle, under the walls of the city, 
with twenty thousand men, against all the forces of the 
enemy ; th~y were ignorant that the emperor was within a 
few marches. Joseph gave orders for a capitulation; he 
abandoned his post, set out for Orleans, and, on the 31st of 
March the allies were received in Paris. Napoleon was 
hastening to the succour of his capital, when, on the 1st 
of April, he received this terrible news : be immediately 
fell back upon Fontainebleau, where his army took up a 
position. There he learnt that the senate, hitherto guilty of 
so much adulation and servility towards him, had proclaimed 
him a tyrant, and that, guided by Talleyrand, it had declared 
Napoleon "deposed from the throne, the hereditary right of 
his family· abolished, and the French people and the army 
liberated from their oath of fidelity towarc:bl him." 

The emperor, at the head of fifty thousand men whom the 
1Xllilition had not been able to conquer, and occupying a 
formidable position in the rear of the enemy, was still in a con
dition to resist; he might have joined the armies of the viceroy, 
Augereau, and Soult : be thought, sometimes of manreuvring 
round Paris, sometimes of marching to the Loire; but a silence. 
the precursor of defections, reigned around him; either tired of 
-war, or tainted by treachery, a great number of his generals bad 
deserted him, even some whom he had loaded with honours aud 
wealth; they wished to enjoy, after so many fatigues, the destiny 
he had created for them. Napoleon penetrated their thoughts, 
and resolved to abdicate ; but be wished to dictate the con
ditions of his surrender-his son must inherit his crown. He 
sent as plenipotentiaries to the allied sovereigns three men of 
undoubted fidelity, Ney, Macdonald, and Caulaincourt, duke 
ofVicenza; be added to them Marmont, duke of Ragusa, his 
old aide-de-camp, of whom he said : "He is my child, brougla 
upwnder my tent," and to whom be had confided theudvanced 
post of Essonne, by which .Fon~nebleau0~ remd~ z~nd 
Marmont already was treatmg With Bchwattzenberg;I!Ilegmg 
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as an eXCW!It'l that the army was releued from its oath ol 
:fidelity to the emperor I 

The defection of Ragusa and his troops dictated the reply 
of Alexander to the plenipotentiaries ; he demanded the 
absolute abdication of Napoleoo; and on the same day, 
April 6th, the provisional goTernment and the senate cUled 
to the throne Louis Stanislaus Xavier, brotheroCLooia XVL, 
and published a new constitution, the acceptance of wllida 
was to be the condition of the IICOOI!Bion of this prince to 

• thecrown. 
The emperor, betrayed by Mannont and abaudoned by a 

great number of the ancient compa.nious of his furtuae., 
thought of quitting life, and wished to eecape by suicide tJ.e 
obligation of signing hla own depoaitioo u well aa that a{ hia 
descendants. But the poison he employed, and which he .had 
canied about him since Moecow, was powerless ; time hM 
diminished its venom, a long drowainess diSiipated the pai.M, 
and effaced the symptoms of an ~ death. It ia 
said that on awakening, Napoleon, astonished at being &li'fto 
remained far aome instants penaive : " God is DOt williDg it 
should be eo," he cried, and, abandoning himself to ProTideooe. 
he submitted to his new destinies. 

From that time be DO longer resisted, and on the ll th of 
April, signed, at Fontainebleau, the treaty which pronoaneecl 
his deposition, as well as that of his deecendanW, from the 
throne of France. This act is conceived in these teroa.-: 
" The allied powers having proclaimed that the emperor wu 
the only obstacle to the re-establishment of peace in Europe, 
the emperor Napoleon, faithful to his oa.th, decla.rE. that lie 
renounoes for himself and his heirs, the crowns of France and 
Italy, and that there is no peraonal aacr:i:fi.ce, even that af 
life, which he is not ready to make in the interest « 
France." 

This abdication and the declal'&tion of the senate had llCK 
yet reached the armies of the South, when that of the Pyre
nees, after the battle ofOrthez,fougbt on the 16th of February, 
showed itself once more worthy of its glorious standard and 
of its illustrious captain, Boult, duke of Dalmatia. This little 
army, consisting of thirty thousand men, had retreated under 
the walls of Toulouse, in presence of eighty thousand English, 
Portuguese, and Spanish, commanded by Wellington. Fifteen 
days were sufficient for the French aoldiers to form a "VVt8$ 

intrenched camp round the city and under t}J.e. ~X.% of tl.& 
enemy: Wellington, oa the lOth of April; ;'«>~hls~\tack: 
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his troope, repulsed in the :first place, only recov.ered the 
advantage by force of numbers ; one single redoubt fell into 
their hands ; their loea was eighteen thousand men,-that of 
the French only three thousand, and night separated the 
armies. 

But what could the heroic efforts of a few thousand com
batants cutoff from their brothers in arms effect, when already 
deatiny had pronounced against their emperor ~ The sacrifice 
was consummated ; and on the 20th of April, within the wallR 
of the IUloient palace of Fontainebleau, Napoleon took leave 
of his brave army. His guard, under arms, were drawn up 
in the court of the palace. The emperor left his apartments, 
and met in his way the duke de &ssano, generals Belliard 
and Fouler, Baron Fain, his secretary, and a few superior 
officers, the Jaat; remains of the most numerous and moat 
brilliant court in Europe. He held out his hand to them, 
descended the stairs rapidly, and advancing towards hia guard. 
he cast an agitated glance over these old warriors, and said 
to them : "Soldiers of ·my old guard, I bid you adieu ; for 
twenty years I have constantly met with you on the road to 
glory. In these latter times, as in those of our prosperity, 
you have never ceased to be models of bravery and fidelity. 
With men 11\lch as you, our cause was not lost ; but the war 
wu interminable : it might have become a civil war, and 
France would only be the more unfortunate for it : I have 
then eacrificed all our interests to those of our country, I leave 
you. For you, my friends, continue to serve France ; its 
happinesa was my only thought, it shall always be the object 
ofmy wishes I Do not pity my fate; ifi have consented to 
aurvive you, it ia in order again to assist your glory : I will 
write the great things that we have done together! ... Adieu, 
my children I I would press you all to my heart ; let me at 
least embrace your standard!" At these words, General 
Petit, seizing the eagle, advanced towards him : Napoleon 
kissed the standard, the soldiers burst into tears: the em
peror, much agitated, made an effort, and resumed in a firmer 
voice : " Again, once more adieu, my old companions ! let 
that last kiss pass into your hearts." He immediately sprang 
into his carriage, and set out for Elba, which was granted to 
him in full sovereignty by the treaty of Fontainebleau, and 
whither generals Bertrand, Drouet, and Cambronne, with 
four hundred men of his guard, followed his fortunes. 

Thus fell,. a first time, this col08SUS of . ~we , <'J'8i9ft:had 
governed France fourteen years, and beiielel" 'for som~ time 
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the entire continent submitted to its laws. It never wu 
given to any man to attain to more brilliant destinies, and no 
ont> ever more deeply agitated Europe : a great captain and 
a great statesman, he gave by his astonishing victories, in the 
eyes of foreigners, a wonderful splendour to France ; but he 
did more for her by his pacific labours than by his conquests: 
he re-esta.bli.cilied order in her bosom, and it was by the civil 
code, it was by the re-organization of the judicial powers, it 
waa by the administrative centralization, that he impressed 
upon her a great character of strength and unity, and placed 
her in a condition to support, without being destroyed, the 
most terrible shocks. Napoleon was endowed with am 
astonishing strength of will, and, like Lonis XIV., as long aa 
he sought the inspirations of his genius in the wants and 
wishes of the nation, they produced none but fortunate and 
durable results; but his devouring activity had its source in 
a boundless ambition, (!.lld it is worthy of remark that every 
time that his conceptions deviated from the aim sanctioned by 
morality, or indicated by the true interests of France, they 
became fatal to himself, and prepared his disgraces. The 
death of the duke d'Enghien raised a general cry of indignation 
against him, suppressed at first by fes.r, but which found 
awful echoes in the days of reverse : the perfidious usurpa
tion of the crown of Spain opened that country to the English, 
and cost the emperor his best soldiers ; the oppressive system 
of the blockade condemned him to the fatal necessity of 
always conquering ; and the entire destruction of the liberty 
of the prei!S isolated him from the public opinion, and contri
buted powerfully in deceiving him with respect to the resources 
the nation could present to him in the times of adversity. At 
the point to which this history is now arrived, Napoleon is 
fallen ; but his part is not yet ended, the giant will arise 
again, and, with his second full, he will once more tshake the 
world. 



BOOK THE FOURTH. 
THE BEBTOBATIOll', 

Firat restoratlon.-Grant of the Charter by Louis XVIII.-Huudred 
Days.-Second restoration.-End of the reign ot Louis XVIII.
Reign of Charles X.--Revolution of July.-Charter of 1830.
A.cceuion of Louis Philippe. 

April, 1814-9th Augnst, 1830. 

CHAPTER I. 
First restoration.-The Hundred Days. April, 1814-July, 1815. 

WHEN a political restoration i'l accompli.t!hed after a con
siderable lapse of time, the princes in the name of whom it 
is effected have most frequently become strangers to the 
ideas and the new manners of the nation which they find 
themselves called upon to govern ; their affections and all 
their preferences are for the men and things of a time of 
which the remembrance is connected, in their minds, with 
that of their past grandeur and their ancient prosperity, and 
it is very difficult for them to avoid looking with mistrust or 
aversion upon all that hss been produced by the ideas to 
which they attribute their humiliations and their misfortunes. 
The new generation, of which the interests are connected 
with the order of existing things, makes a crime, for them, 
beforehand, of these prejudices, and of these feelings natural 
to the heart of man, whilst the party whose vows are put up 
for the re-establishment of a destroyed government, exalts 
itself by the thought that there is necessarily a close con
formity between its own wishes and tho!le of the princes 
whose return it looks for ; thence, on one side, wild hopes, 
imprudent threats, and rash projects ; and on the other, dark 
inquietudes, repugnances, disaffections, and plots. When to 
these elements of civil trouble are joined, in the minds of 
peoples, the remembrances of humiliation in!lepa.ra.ble from 
the restoration which has been accomplished, when the latter 
presents itself with great national disasters .. as i B'POO\l~rs, 
and with foreign bayonets to support it, t'llen;' I>efore~ICAlDgle 
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word has been pronounced, before a single fault has been 
committed, it may be said that immense resistances are pre
paring, and that the peril is imminent. Such were the 
untoward circumstances that accompanied the restoration of 
the Bourbons in 1814, and before any of the members of 
that family had touched the soil of France, it waa already 
possible to perceive the obstacles they would have to contend 
with, and to announca the storm which was preparing to 
growl over their steps. 

The head of the royal house, Louis Sf:a.nislane Xavier, 
whom the senate called upon to reign under the name of 
Louis XVIII., was endowed with a judicious mind, and was 
capable of appreciating his epoch. He had acquired in his 
youth, as count de Provence, a certain degree of popularity, 
by pronouncing, in the second assembly of the notables, for 
the double representation of the third estate; afterwards, 
whilst in exile, he combated the republic, and protested 
against Napoleon, by asserting his claims to the crown. 
Driven from the continent, he found an honourable •yiom 
in England, and .bad been living for a long time in retirement 
at Hartwell, with BOJDe near connections, when the diaastera 
of the French armies opened for him a road to the tlmme. 
The members of his family, MOMieu.r, the count d'Arioia, 
his brother, the dukes of Angoul&ne and Berry, the BODS of 
.MOMieur, and the two princea of the house of Coade, aur
'riving the UDfortunate duke d'Engbien, had OBly distin
guished themselves by their impotent efforta to triumph over 
the revolution by the help of civil war and foreign umiea. 
The only one of the house of Bourbon who had worn the 
national oolours and fought against the enemies of France, 
was the duke of Orleans, first pi.noe of the blood. Among 
the members of the royal family was the illustrious daughter 
of LouiB XVI. and Marie Antoinette, married to the duke 
d'Angoul&ne, a p1incess worthy, from the elevation of her 
mind and her misfortunes, of a profound and univmal 
interest, but who had too much to forget and forgive to 
allow a great part of the nation to see her replace her fd 
upon its territories without uneasiness. 

The ootmt d'Artoia preceded his brother, and made, on the 
12th of April, his entrance into Pa.ria, under the titJe of 
lieutenant-general of the kingdom. Some well-chosen and 
gracious expressions at first disposed the public in his favour. 
~ TM;e ~ nothing ~ged in .Fmnoe," said h~ ~&r faria
Janll m his proclamation ; "tMre is onl!fom''.F~ * 
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mar&" Nevertheless, he himself gave the signal for a 
political reaction, by substituting the white cockade and 
flag, for a. long time forgotten, for the glorious colours which 
reminded the nation ot so m&ny triumphs. 

Louis XVIII., who was received at Calais by General 
Maison, followed his brother closely. Yielding to the in
finence of Ul01e around him, he refused, from a sentiment of 
false pride, to aocept the coll!Aitution of the senate, accusing 
that body of encroaching upon his hereditary rights. En
lightened, however, by the warm representations of the 
emperor .Alexander and Ta.lleyrand, who was always able to 
comprehend, at every period, the predominant opinion of the 
country and foresee its wishes, the king was preceded into 
the capital by a celebrated declaration, dated from St. Ouen : 
it guaranteed to the French the enjoyment of the liberties 
promised by the senatorial constitution, and preserved most 
of its clauses. On the next day, the 3rd of May, the solemn 
entrance into Paris of the king and madame the duchess of 
AngooMme, took pla.oe ; no foreign soldier appeared in the 
royal cortlge ; the old guard escorted the monarch, a.nd a. 
great part of the public interest was directed to these brave 
warriors, whose sad and silent air formed a strong contrast 
with the enthusiasm of the partisans of the house of Bour· 
bon. Frequently the cry of Vi~ la gMrk I drowned that 
of V.We le roi I and a great number of spectators carried 
away from this solemnity nothing but painful presentiments. 
The alarm was soon augmented by the formation of the 
ministry, in which were several men strangers to the spirit 
.of the revolution, and whom services anterior to 1789, or 
favour only, pointed out to the choice of the monarch. Of 
this number were Dam bray, chancellor of FJ,'IIllce and keeper 
of the seals, the abbe de Montesquiou, minister of the 
interior, and the count de Bla.ca.s, minister of the Icing's 
houaehold : General Dupont, unpleasantly memorable for 
the capitulation of Baylen, had the portfolio of war ; Talley
ra.nd was minister for foreign affairs ; Malouet had the 
department of the marine ; the baron Louis that of the 
:finances, and Beugnot the direction of the police of the 
kingdom. Active negotiations for peace were set on foot, 
and it was definitil'ely concluded on the 30th of May by 
the treaty of Paris. France returned within its ancient 
limits : it preserved A vignon, the Comta.t V ena.Win, Mul
hausen, and a small part of Savoy, and gave up to the allies 
Afty-three fortresses, still occupied by ~!1l.D"~ UJQ~-With 
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all the materiel they contained. England seized upon three 
of the French colonies,-the Isle of France, Saint Lucie, and 
Tobago ; France remained in p0811e811ion of Guiana, Pon
dicherry, Guada.loupe, and Martinique. A short time after 
the signing of this treaty, the French territory was delivered 
from foreign troops. 

·The king convoked for the 4th of June the senators and 
the legislative body, violently dissolved by Napoleon, and 011 

the BllJDe day, in their presence, he solemnly gave the French 
a constitutional charter, the principal propositions of which 
were a reproduction of those of the act of the senate aod 
the declaration of Saint-Ouen. It established a repreaenta
tive government, composed of the king and two chambers ; 
the. one of peers named for life by the king, the other of 
the deputies of the departments ; it secured individual 
liberty, that of the press, and that of religious worship, the 
inviolability of property, the irrevocability of the sales of 
national property, the responsibility of ministers, the annual 
vote of the contributions, and the independence of the tri
bunals ; it guaranteed the public debt, re-established the
ancient nobility, and maintained the new. This charterwas 
to be sworn to by the kings at the period of their consecra
tion : it responded, genera.lly speaking, to the wants of the 
nation, and to the wishes expressed, during twenty-five 
years, by the most distinguished minds of France. lmm&
diately after reading it, the chancellor communicated the· 
ordinance which constituted the chamber of peers, composed 
for th" most part of the ancient senators, the marshals, and 
a great number of dignitaries of the ancient court and 
'!Wblesse. 

One serious error accompanied the promulgation of the 
constitutional act. The king refused to aocept it as the 
condition of his elevation to the throne : he granted it as a 
simple act of his sover~"ll will, and dated it as if given in 
the nineteenth year of his 1·eign. This was taking no account 
of all which had passed in France during twenty-five years ; . 
this was elevating the royal will, in virtue of a pretended 
divine right, unintelligible for an immense majority of the 
French, and foreign to the will of the whole nation ; this 
was, in fact, placing the charter in peril, and abandoning it 
beforehand to the caprices of distrustful power. In fact, if 
the prince, the author of this constitution, only recognised 
in it an act emanating from his own authority alone, it was 
to be feared that a less judicious king, or, on~ -tDg~~-
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might some day believe he had the right to alter or revoke 
it, in virtue of the same hereditary and inalienable authority. 
The first results of this capital error were to exaggerate the 
premature tmeasiness of the one side, and to inflame the 
extravagant hopes of the other; and to it must be imputed 
a great portion of the misfortunes of the restoration. 

The dangers of the ground upon which the king based his 
power very soon became manifest. All men who had beheld 
with distrust the return of the Bourbons, perceived that 
they, whilst supporting, in spite of themselves, the state of 
things created by the revolution, did not, however, consider 
it at all as an irrevocable fact. These men spoke out loudly 
against the new government, and the press, implacable and 
violent, spread their alarms and their threats in all directions. 
Fetters were soon put upon it, and the censure was re-estab
lished, by perverting the trne meaning of one of the articles. 
of the constitution. The partisans of the ancient order of 
things continued nevertheless to indulge, in the journals, in 
violent declamations, and, as always happens when the liberty 
of the press is suspended, the idea of the excesses it could not 
repress was attributed to power. Imprudent words frequently 
escaped the ministers and the commissaries of the government, 
and those who applied to themselves exclusively the name of 
royalists gave utterance to bitter invectives, not only against 
the charter and the pledges it granted, but against its royal 
author. Ordinances appeared, some offensive to the army 
and the nation, others troublesome and vexatious ; expiatory 
mourning was ordered for the royal victims of the revolu- . 
tionary storms, and, in the language of the official proclama
tions, as well as in that of the pulpit, the whole of France 
appeared to be unceasingly accused of the atrocities committed 
under the reign of terror : the clergy tried their power bY' 
putting forth an ordinance which interdicted public amuse
ments on Sundays and Church holidays ; they already began 
to talk of recovering their tithes and their domains, and thun
dered their invectives against the acquirers of national pro
perty: at length, most of the bishops openly adhered, with all 
their hearts, to the bull of Pope Pius VII., which re-established
the order of the Jesuits, so unpopularthroughout the kingdom:. 
the army, banished to obscure garrisons, wept for their eagles 
replaced by fleurs de lv, and with silent curses concealed their 
glorious colours under the white cockade ; they saw a multi~ 
tude of officers, grown grey in their ranks, SUJIE}~~ffi by 
General Dupont, and afterwards by MarsluiF Sd'til ,Cb'~ed" 
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to yieM to the exigenciea of the ooiDt, and ~whom aucceedecl 
men whose only title to honOUI'S or command "'IRS birt.h or 
foreign service. The new oomers, filled with remembra.Dces 
of the ancient monarchy, spoke of the white plume of Hemy 
IV. and the Christian virtues ofSaint Louis to men who hall 
followed Napoleon into all the capitals of Europe, but who, 
for the most part, were ignorant of even the names of Saint 
Louis and Henry IV. Irritation and inquietude agitated aH 
the classes whose interests were intimately bound up with 
those of the revolution, and several parties were formed, 
almost all equally hostile to the step taken by the govem
ment. Queen Hortense, daughter of tae empress J 011ephiDe 
and wife of Louis Bonaparte, was, in Paris, the centre of the 
Imperialist party. Fooche, Gregoire, and the ex-directon 
:Barras and Carnot, directed the patriotic faction, which still 
ilream.t of a republic. In the first line of the ranks of the 
Constitutionalists were lA Fayette, Benjamin Collllbm, 
lanjnina.is, Boissy d'Anglas, and De Broglie; but the party 
which its strength rendered the most dangeroua, and wh.ida 
was designated the wlttra--royoliat pcrrty, had for iu leads 
MoWur, the king's brother; the counts of Blacas and Vau
bla.ne were the most active members of it, and with J£ onft6w 
nevt'.r ceased to nrge Louis XVIII. to unpopular act.'\ oppoeed 
to the spirit of the charter as well as to the personal inoliaa
tions of the monarch. 

An active correspondeace existed between Paris and the 
island of Elba., where Napoleon, with his eye upon. ~ 
watched with joy all the errors of power and all the symptoa. 
of popular irritation. Informed of the imperial intrigues, 
and foreseeing an issue fatal to the cause of the patriots, two 
of the leaders of that party, Barras and Fouche, attempted to 
enlighten the government with regard to its perils, and to 
impress a better direction upon it ; they demanded, unknown 
to each other, an interview with the king. M. de Blacaa, 
then all-powerful with Louis XV III., recalled their ~ 
oote, as an obstacle to this interview, and was ordered to he&r 
what they had to say. His prejudiced mind either could not 
or would not comprehend them; and Fouche said, on leaviDg 
him : " If the king oontinue to employ that man, he will lose 
ten crowns, one after another." 

In the presence of so many focuses of agitation and revolts, 
the task of the government was immense, and it acted 
without union, without intelligence, 8Jld wit~out str~~h ; 
TaJleyrand had no longer a seat in "tlie''~, 31~ then 
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repreeented Franee at the congress of the sovereigns assembled 
for seTeral months put at Vienna to divide the spoils of the 
great empire of Napoleon. This congress, dominated over 
by Alexander, and at which Metternich for Austria, Lord 
Caatlereaghfor England,andHa.rdenberg for Prussia,exercised 
the greatest iniluence, had already crea~ much and profound 
dissatisfaction. Monarchs there established 88 a principle 
the right of dividing among them peoples like docks. ·It was 
not territorial extent, it was the number of souls in each city, 
in each country, which W88 to serve 88 a basis for the parti
tion& No account WBB taken of the differences elltablished 
by manners, national character, the requirements of commerce, 
or religions ; but the interests of siates of the second order 
were eoDStantly sacrificed to thoee ofthe great powers. The 
unfortunate kiBg of Saxony, guilty of fidelity to Napolecm, 
was despoiled. to the advantage of Pruuia and RWIIIia ; the 
first obtained, in addition to the e1ectorate ofSaxony, Swedish 
Pomerania, and a great part of the territory between the 
Rhine and the Meuse ; Russia acquired the grand-duchy of 
Warsaw, under the name of the kingdom of Poland, and with 
the pledge of governing it by a IK'par&te and constitutiooa.l 
government. Austria recovered Lombardy, and added to it 
all the ancient possessionB of Venice upon the two shores of 
the Adriatic. Tuscany waa given to the Archduke Ferdi
nand, Genoa to the king of Sardinia; and Parma and Placenza 
were bestowed upon the ex-empress, Maria Louisa. The 
external policy of all the states of Germany wa.s submitted to 
the decisions of a federal diet, in which Austria and Prussia 
reserved the highest in1luence, in spite of the warm protests of 
the kings of Bavaria and W urtemberg and the sovereigns of the 
eecondary states. Sweden acquired Norway, at the expense 
of Denmark, from which likewise England carried otfHeligo
land ; this last-named power, enriched b,y the colonies which 
llad fallen into her banda during the war, and by her new 
conquests in India, kept, in addition, the Cape of Good Hope, 
the Isle of France, Malta, and the Ionian Isles ; she gave her 
best cares to the formation of the kingdom of the Netherlands, 
composed of Holland and Belgium, united under the hoUBe 
of Orange, and which appeared to her to present a redoubtable 
barrier against France. The limits of France had been 
determined by the treaty of Paris, so that Talleyrand had 
but a poor part to play among the operations of the congress; 
he however opposed the encroachments of ~~(iip3cJ~ed 
the throne of Naples, occupied by Murat, for the Bourb'oD8 of 
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Sicily. His proceedings had at first no· effect ; alarmed, 
however, for his rights, Murat attempted a recon::iliation 
with the great man he· had abandoned, invited him into 
Italy, and promised him a powerful assistance. Such wu, 
in the beginning of March, 1815, the general state of Europe, 
when a prodigious event all at once seized every mind with 
astonishment. 

On the_ 27th of February, a brig of war followed by aix 
lighter vessels, sailed with precaution across the Mediterranean. 
Calmness prevailed on board ; from every part glittered the 
reflection of arms ; four hundred men with embrowned 
visages, covered with scars, and of a martial bearing, were the 
freigbtage of this ship: many of these heroic brows grew pale 
all at once at the sight of a vessel of war, and already the 
words .Elba and retwm circulated in low tones from mouth 
to mouth ; but, in the midst of them, a man in appearance 
impassible, and upon whom every eye was turned, rejected 
all idea of delay in the execution of an immense enterpriae ; 
he pointed to France, and said" Forward!" It was Napoleon, 
again courting fortune. Then, as on his return from Egypt, 
but this time for his own misfortune and that of France, he 
escaped the enemy's cruisers, and on the 1st of March landed 
on the beach at Cannes, near Antihes, with a thousand 
soldiers and his three brave generals, Bertrand, Drouet, and 
Cambronne. 

This bold enterprise was treated as madness in the coul't 
of Louis XVIII. A great number of the courtiers rejoiced 
at it, and saw nothing in it but an abortive ~DIIpiracy, a 
fortunate circumstance, which would reveal the secret incli
nations of the men whose places they coveted. It was 
proposed to organize the dictatorship, to make the nation 
rise en mtl881l, and put an end to Bonaparte and the con
spirators. The king convoked the two chambers ; the 
count d' Artois was charged with leading the military forces 
to Lyons, in concert with Marshal Macdonald; Ney accepted 
the command of the troops spread over Franche-Comt~ and 
took the oath at the hands of the king ; the duke de Feltre 
replaced Marshal Soult as minister of war, and a royal 
ordinance proclaimed Napoleon Bonaparte a traitor and a 
rebel, and enjoined all Frenchmen to destroy him or take 
him prisoner. 

Napoleon, in the meanwhile, advanced by forced marches, 
ami~st populations which he captivated by thl)-lllagi charm 
of hlS name, by the tricoloured flag which,ehe ~IJ&~ and 
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by his eloquent proclamations. He said to the people : 
" Citizens, I owe everything to the people ; soldier, general, 
consul, emperor, I am nothing but by the people : raised to 
the throne by your choice, all that has been done without 
you is illegal . . . Your prayers shaH be granted, the cause 
of the nation will triumph still, my return guarantees to you 
all the rights you have enjoyed during twenty-five years." 
He said to the army : " Soldiers, in my exile I have heard 
your voice, I am come through all obstaclt!B and all perils. 
Tear down the colours which the nation has proscribed, and 
which served as a rallying-point for all the enemies of France; 
mount that tricoloured cockade ; you wore it in our great 
battles. The veterans of the armies of the Sambre and 
Meuse, of the Rhine, of Italy, of Egypt, of the West, are 
humiliated, their honourable scars are acorned. Soldiers, come 
and range yourselves under the banners of your leader : 
victory will march in charging step ; the eagle, with the 
national colours, will fly from steeple to steeple up to the 
walls of N atre Dame." 

All the hopes of Napoleon depended upon the affection ot 
the soldiers for his person, upon the enthusiasm he should 
inspire them with, and it was to their return to him that he 
looked for all the IIDccess of his enterprise. A first attempt, 
made upon the garrison of Antibes, failed, and duripg several 
days Bonaparte marched without meeting any troops, either 
friends or foes : at length, on the 7th of March, in the 
evening, a battalion of seven hundred men appeared in the 
defile of Vizille, at a short distance from Grenoble, the road 
to which they impeded. The officer who commanded them 
refused to parley, and threatened to order his men to fire ; 
that was the decisive moment: Napoleon advanced alone on 
foot, and approaching the troops till within reach of his voice, 
·Opened his surcoat, and said : " Soldiers, it is I, recognise 
me ; if there be one among you who would kill his emperor, 
here he is ; he comes, with his breast uncovered, to offer 
hi.mAelf to yonr shots." All recoiled ; admiration, enthu
siasm, seized their hearts; the cry of Vive l'empereur! was 
repeated a thousand times, the two troops fraternised, hoisted 
the same standard, and marched together towards Grenoble. 
Very shortly Colonel Labedoyere hastened with his regiment 
to join Bonaparte, to whom the unfortunate young man had 
vowed a kind of worship. Grenoble and Lyons opened their 
gates; in the latter city the count d'Artois wase,Ja8d.R~ed. 
.and he left it with a single horseman as oali'e~Sbort. ~~::all ---
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parts the soldiers responded to the summons of their former 
general ; the division of the army commanded by Ney 
yielded to the example; Ney himself was carriecl away by 
the enthusiasm of the moment, and threw himself iDto the 
arms of his former leader, his companion in anna. MoliiiiBU& 
then, for the first time, in the preeenoe of the two chambers, 
took the oath to the constitutional charter ; bU in vain 
Marshal Mortier and the garrison of Fm, repressed a re1'QJi 
in the east directed by GeneraJa J.allemand and LeRme 
Desnouettes ; in vain the duke d' Angouleme in ~edGe, 
and MADAII[E at Bordeaux, the city that bad 1iDt pro
claimed the Borbons, endeavoured to rally the troop~ to 
the royal cause-Napoleon was already within a few days• 
march of the Tuileries. 

Louis XVIII. onlered a review at Paris ; but the troops 
would not respond to the cry of Vi"" le M I The mOil.&l'dt 
understood their silence, and, yielding to necessity, he 
precipitately quitted his palace in the night of the 19th to 
the 20th of March, and repaired to Lille, and thence to 
Ghent, whither Talleyrand soon came to joia him, and 
whither followed, .. well as his faithful BerY&tlte, an thoe 
who disguised their prudence under the appearance of de
votedness. 

On t~ eTening of the 20th of March, Napoleon entenlli 
the capital without having fired a single musket ; hie rapid 
march had been a triumph, and yet, perhaps, never did a 
sovereign, when recovering a crown, find himaelf in a mon 
critical situation than that of the emperor on his return fna 
Elba, during that unfortunate period eo celebrated u lie 
kwn.dred days. France was exhausted, di'rided into factioas ; 
the immense majority of enlightened Frenchmen, satiaDeMl 
with the promises of the charter of Louis XVIII., whiclt 
they hoped to see faithfully exeoated, remembered the 
imperial despotism with terror : citil war threat.ened the 
south ; the redoubtable Vendee was in commotion, the 
Laroche-J acqulllins, the Sapinauds, the Antichampe, were 
raising the Boca,ae ; the working claaaes at Paris, Lyons, and 
other cities, put forth sinister cries, which revived the re
mem brance of the darkest periods of the revolution ; the 
whole of Europe was still in arms, and Murat failed in his 
attempt to restore liberty to Italy. The Con.gna of Vienaa 
had pronounced Napoleon Bonaparte excluded from all public 
and I!IOCial law ; a million of aoldiera were an.in_ ,~t t. 
overwhelm France; it became ~'~o~'liewhM.-
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ever coat, that Napoleon, in order to reign, must receive a 
new and bloody consecration from victory. 

The army had almoat alone recalled its emperor, whose 
retum wae in fact the work of the soldiers much more than 
of the people : in such ciroomstances, an authority without 
limite must have been necel!lll.l.lJ' for the bead of the govern• 
ment ; but, constrailled to seek his support where the strength 
Jay, Napoleon looked for it to the patriot party, but that 
party, whlch nourished republican sentiments, took great 
care not to oonfide to the author of the 19th Brumaire eveB 
a momentary dictatorship. Bonaparte was obliged to 11.atter 
ita leaders, and held the language of a friend to national 
liberties,-& very weak means of sucoess in his mouth;, for 
wherever pw.blic opinion dominates, it can only be acted 
upon by language which is true, or at least reputed to be 
sincere. 

The first imperial decrees, dated from Lyons, were ener
getic : they pronounced the dissolution of the chambers of 
Louis XVHL, and oonvoked the electoral colleges in an 
extr&Ol'dinary asaembly of the Chmnp d6 JlrA, to modify the 
conlltitutions of the empire for the interests of the people ; 
the ancient nobility was aboliehed, and -eequeetn.tion ordered 
upon all the property of the Bourbons ; eleven heads were 
p1"08Cl'ibed, and among the number were those of Talleyrand 
and Marmont. Soon, yielding to the foreed alliance which 
neoesaity had imposed upon him, the emperor admitted the 
patriot chiefs Carnot and Fouche into hia council, the first as 
minister of the interior, the l!eCOnd as minister of police ; he 
attempted to win over tbe Constituti.ooa.li.sts ; and Benjamin 
Constant had the greatest hand in drawing up the addWm.al 
~to tM ~of~~ This act reproduced the 
principal dispositions of the charter of Louis XV III., but by 
its Btrange title, justly disapproved of by public opinion, it 
appeared to place liberty in the tram of deapotillm. Napoleon 
submitted it to the acceptation of the people : a million of 
Frenchmen oonsented, four thoUJJand ventured to protest. 
Bonaparte swore to this new oonatitution in the solemn 
MBembly of the Clumnp de JlrA, in which the eagles were dis
tributed to the regiments, and in which he himself appeared 
with all the pomp of the empire. The elections, almoet all 
patriotic, were known, and the chamber of the representa
tives assembled on the 3rd of J W1e, llllder me.l&ncholy 
auspices for the emperor : La Fayette in it ~fJ:>OD 
the political stage, a.fter an honourable ~~t"~f'-~enty 
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years ; the voices were divided between him and Lanjuinaia 
for the presidency, and l&njuinais, the orator most hoeWe 
to the imperial government, obtained it. Military measures 
then abeorbed all the thoughts of N11poleon: the n&tion waa 
4elivered from civil war; the duke d'Angouleme, checked, 
after some slight success, at Pont St. Esprit, had capitulated; 
then, made priaoner by some peasants, he waa set at liberty 
by the emperor's orders, and quitted France ; La Vend~ 
itself, restrained by the firm yet conciliatory measures of 
General lamarque, laid down its arms : but threatening 
Europe waa advancing ; the Engliah under W elliugton, the 
Pru.ssians under Blucher, occupied Belgium ; a frantic .. 
-th\Lo;iasm for liberty animated the German universities against 
Bonaparte ; at their voice all Germany rose, and behind n 
·the Rllllllian columns and the hordes of Tartary were already 
in motion. 

In a few days Napoleon again made a formidable army 
·spring from the soil of France. He waa able to muster three 
hundred thousand combatants, and of this number a hundred 
and ten thousand marched towards Belgium. On the 12th 
of June he set out for his army, to fight with Wel.lingtcm 
and Blucher, each of.whom had ninety thousand men under 
his banners ; his hope was to beat them separately and to 
·exterminate them, so as to enable him afterwards to &ce 
Austria and Rui!Si&. On the 16th a bloody battle was fought 
round the village of Ligny, on the plains of Fle1U'Us, glorious 
for the French anna. The Pnt88ians were beaten, and lost 
twenty-two thonsand men: Napoleon, a conqueror, then 
turned, with only seventy thouB&Dd soldiers, to meet the 
Englliili, Dutch, and Hanoverian forces at Waterloo. Grouchy, 
at the bead of thirty-three thoUB&Dd men, waa to keep back 
Blucher's beaten Prussians, and prevent their junction with 
Wellington's army. On the 18th of June, at eleven o'clock 
in the morning, the action began : the fate of the world wu 
the stake cast into the field of battle. During several hoara 
the advantagewaawith the French; the enemy already thought 
of retr~t.ing; towards six o'clock Napoleon ord~ a formid
able charge, and the English gave way ; but the arrival of 
Grouchy, or that of Blucher, would decide the battle. All G 
once a numerous body of troops appeared at a distance, on 
the right flank of the French army ; both aides looked 
towards it with anxiety, both hoped. Wellington recovered 
his confidence ; he was now sure to conquer, he ~iaed 
the Pru&siana; Blucher had deceired Grouchy .~L~ over; 
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the ro'ut of the French was complete, iromense, and the 
<:&mage horrible; two hundred pieces of cannon and a con
siderable materiel fell into the hands of the allies. French 
honour at least remained intact on this fatal day, on which, 
when summoned to lay down their arms, some mutilated 
battalions of the Old Guard replied by this heroic cry : " Tile 
Guard diu, and does not surrender!" (La Garde meurt, et ne se 
f'ena pcu I) Napoleon, bewildered, frantic, amidst this im
mense disaster, presented his breast to balls and bullets, but 
he could not die ; for the second time, death would not touch 
him : then, despairing of his fortunes, he abandoned the 
wreck of his army, and returned to Paris, himself to announce 
that all waa lost. . 

The attitude of the representatives, already ill-disposed 
towards him, waa stern and threatening. La Fayetta arose, 
and uttered some severe words : upon his motion, any 
attempt to dissolve the chamber waa to be punished as high 
treason. Napoleon saw his friends themselves were in a 
state of consternation ; the populace of the faubourgs alone 
-still offered to his ear the cry of Vive Cemperw.r! mingled 
with savage clamours ; he could not make up his mind to 
depend upon them and to unchain them against the repre
sentatives of the nation ; he prudently resisted the entreaties 
of his brother Lucit>n, who exhorted him to attempt another 
19th Brumaire, and signed a second abdication in favour of 
his son. The chambers accepted this act, and without de
daring positively for Napoleon II., formed a provisional 
government, composed of the ministers Carnot andFoucM, the 
duke of Otranto, generals Caulaincourt and Grenier, and 
'Qninette, the old conventionalist : Fouche, suspected of 
having betrayed the emperor, was named president of this 
provisional government. 

Napoleon withdrew, and from Malmaison, to which he 
retired, turned his eyes towards America. Behiml him, 
innumerable enemies were precipitating themselves upon 
France ; the roads to Pans were open, the English and the 
Prussians were hurrying along them rashly ; a hundred 
thousand French soldiers could in a few days be brought 
under the walls of the capital, and cut off their retreat. 
Napoleon followed, upon his map and in his mind, the im
prudent march of the enemies, his warlike genius wa.~ once 
more roused ; he wrote to the provisional government that 
·he had conceived a plan of an infallible nat~~to con_guer 
and annihilate them; he requested to be 0 allo"'ed<fu0 Hglit as 
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a simple general : his offer wu rejooted by Fouche wiUt 
insult : the emperor determined to quit France, and direet.ed. 
his course towards Rochefort, under the guard of General 
Booker. But English cruisers hovered rotmd the port : 
abused by a strange illusion, Napoleon flattered himaelf that 
a noble confidence on his part would triumph ovet ihe ~ 
lute exigencies of policy. He, with his suite, went on board. 
the English vessel the B~ from which he wrote w 
the prince regent, and asked permission to seat himself; like 
another Themiatoeles, at the hearth of the British people, 
whilst claiming the protection of their lawa. The reply to this 
letter was an order to convey the illustrioua Sllpplieaut to Be. 
Helena, and almost immediately he sailed, for the repoae al 
the world, towards that rock whieh waa to be hia prisoo and 
his .tomb. It was thus that this extraordinary man diaap
peared for the second time, and for ever, from the political 
stage, leaving behind him a great void, in which claabed. ibe 
various interests, the shock of which produced and p~ 
frightful oecillationa in Europe. Li.ko Ill immeDse ship, swal
lowed up all- at onoe in the boeom of the ocean, the wana 
foamed and boiled for a loag time after, over the gulf ia 
whioh he had disappeax-ed. 

CHAPTER n. 
From the CapitulAtion e~f Paris and the re·eum- or LoW. XVIU. 

intt~ the capital, to the fall of the Decaze ministry. 
July 3rd, 1815-February 20th, 1820. 

Tm: allied armies opened Franoe for the second time to 
the Bourbon& Louis XVIII., in a prool&matlon of the 2&h 
of June, dated from Cambrai, said : "I h&Sen to bring back 
my misled subjeeta, to mitigate the evils I wished to prevent, 
to place myself a second time between tbe allied annies uul 
the French, in the hope that the consideration of which I 
think I am the object, will turn to their safety. I promise,
! who have never promised in vain,-to pardon the m.ial.tMl 
French all that has passed from the day on which I quitted 
Lisle, amidst so many tears, to the day on which I re-entered 
Cambrai, amidst so JD&Dy acclamation& :&t the blood fl!f 
my children has flowed in oonsequeDce of a treason of which 
the annals of the world offer no example ; the autb.Ol'8 oC 
this horrible conspiracy will be oonsiped b ihe chambera 
to the vengeance of the laws." o;9;,;,ed by oogle 
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Louis XVIII., however, had not yet been proclaimed in 
~he capital : the French army of a hundred and twenty 
thousand men, with five hundred pieces of cannon, was 
encamped y.nder the walls of Paris, and the Chamber of 
Representatives continued, amidst the noise of arms, to discuss 
abstract theories and establish guarantees for the rights of 
the nation. The English and the Prussians had rashly 
advanced, leaving behind them a triple line of strong places; 
victory might still be disputed. Struck, however, with the 
horrible destiny to which another reverse would give up the 
capital of France, the heads of the government and the 
army, Fouche, duke of Otranto, and Davoust, prince of 
Eckmiihl, minister of war, signed on the 3rd of July, at St. 
Cloud, with the duke of Wellington and Blucher, com
manders of the English and Pl"US8ian forces, a military 
convention, by which it was said : "That the French army 
should evacuate Paris, and should go to the other side of the 
Loire ; that public and private property should be respected, 
and that the individuals present in the city at the time of 
the capitulation should neither be disturbed nor questioned 
on anything relative to their conduct or political opinions.,. 
On the 8th of July the king made his public entrance 
into Paris ; Talleyrand was named president of the new 
ministry, and the regicide FoueM, who, although Napo
leon's minister, had actively co-operated in the return of 
Louis XVIIL, obtained as a recompense the entrance to the 
king's council with the portfolio of police. Two lists of th• 
proeeribed were immediately drawn up : by one, nineteen 
gener&ls or officers were brought before a council of war, the 
other contained thirty-nine name.s ; thoee whom it designated 
were ordered to wait, under the surveill&nce of the high 
police, UDtil the chambers should have decided upon their 
fate: Carnot was of this number, and it was Fouche who , 
signed the ordinances of proscription. 

The allied troops preceded the king into the capital ; 
their angry looks plainly showed that they believed they 
entered much less in virtue of a treaty than by the right of 
conquest, and from the earliE'.st days, every one might appre
ciate the frightful evils this second invasion had drawn upon 
France. The Prussians in particular, regarded with a stem 
and irritated air the monuments and trophies of the French 
victories ; it required the noble resistance of Louis XVIII. 
to preserve the bridge of J ena from their brutal~venger-nce· 
Insulting to the public mourning and feeling&,~<i\W&ent. 

2u2 
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order of the day, given by the Pruesian general 'Muffiing. 
governor of Paris, ordered the sentinels to fire upon any 
one who should brave them by word, gesture, or look. M. 
Decaze, prefect of police, caused this barbarous order to be 
torn, and this act of courage became one of the caases of his 
high fortune. In contempt of the capitulation, the French 
museums were devastated ; every state of Europe, every 
city claimed the pictures and statues of which Gallic triumphs 
had despoiled them, and Paris beheld with stupor a. savage 
soldiery seize so many masterpieces paid for with the blood 
of Frenchmen.* A young poet, Casimir Delavigne, then first 
displaying his brilliant talents, was the eloquent interpreter 
of the griefs of France. 

The heroic army of the Loire was a continual object of 
terror to the foreigners ; they required it to be immediately 
disbanded. These brave men lowered their eagles and laid 
down their arms at the command of Marshal :Macdonald. 
and no disorder accompanied their return to their homes. 
Gouvion Saint Cyr, minister of war, then set about the creation 
of a new army, and the organization of the royal guard 
dates from this period. 

The composition of the chambers underwent important 
modifications : many peers of the first restoration, who had 
sat during the Hundred Days, were eliminated ; the king 
named ninety-two new ones, and on the 20th of August, 
1815, rendered the peerage hereditary. The elections of the 
deputies were made according to the ancient electoral lists 
completed by the choice of the prefects : a great number of 
old knights of St. Louia were arbitrarily named as electors, 
and transmitted to the new chamber the spirit of blind and 
violent reaction with which they themselves were animated. 
Most of the elected members belonged, in fact, to the opinion 
styled ultra-f'OYalilt, and came to the chamber, not only 
with ideas most hostile to the revolution, but still further, 
with the thirst for vengeance and the too-frequently rash con
fidence which victory gives after a humiliating-defeat. 

Then it became strongly manifest among what inextricable 
difficulties the government of the restoration was placed. 
Whilst condemning the vindictive and reactionary chamber 

• Theee re~ka are ay worthy of refutation-they create a 
smile by their .weakneea : by the right of tM ~ Ule French 
too"!<: these obje from th ·r legitimzLte owners; by the same right, 
the•r owners tooJC.. them boo again ·-what have the--Fnm, to com-
plain off-.79-am. , D'g't"ed DyuVV e -
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of 1815, we must not confound with the mass of passionate 
men who formed the majority of it, the superior minds, who 
!!Ought, by penetrating it with their doctrines, to give to 
France an organiZation drawn from exalted principles, but 
which had ceased to be in harmony with the morals, the 
intelligence, and the interelltS of the nation. Men of a noble 
character and great talent, such as MM. de Bona.ld, Bergasse, 
and Monti osier, figured at the head of the royalist school, and 
set forth in their writings the dominant opinion of the 
majority of the chamber. This school sought the basis of its 
political opinion less in the rights of the peoples than in 
facts consecrated by time. The liberal school, on the 
contrary, considered freedom as a right inherent to human 
nature, and announced itself as taking for the basis of its 
theories, reason, public interest, and the general will. The 
:first of these two schools had, as its particular object, even 
when it invoked the liberties of the nation, to extend ~ 
in1luence of the aristocracy ; the second proposed to iteelf, by 
con:fining this in1luence within narrow limits, to make the 
greatest possible number participate in the exercise of political 
rights. There existed then a reciprocal and an invincible 
antipathy between the fundamental opinions of the royalists 
and those of the liberals, and it was perhaps impossible that 
a stable order of things should be consolidated in France 
under a dynasty bound by its antecedents, by its affections, 
by gratitude even, to the men who, to reconstruct the social 
edifice, never took their eyes from the past, whilst the nation 
which this dynasty governed, rejected their principles and 
adopted almost in its entirety the system founded and 
defended by their adversaries. The struggle between the 
most violent men of both parties began in 1815, and lasted 
:fifteen years : all took advantage of whatever was obscure or 
ill-defined in the charter, some for the purpose of destroying 
it, others with the hope of obtaining more than it promised. 
The royalists had at :first the advantage. It was impossible 
that the Talleyrand ministry should maintain itself before 
such a chamber as the resentments excited by the Hundred 
Days had made, and the duke de Richolieu received orders to 
form a new cabinet. 

Thiq statesman, a friend of the emperor Alexander, and 
whose life had been principally passed in foreign countries, 
had acquired a great administrative reputation in his govern
ment of Odessa: he knew but little of France( or th~ . mode 
Of action fit for a representative governi'lientDYj o\?flareeoften 
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made up for what he wanted in knowledge by the inspiratioua 
<Jf a right and generous mind. He hastened the conclusion 
(){ the treaty, which at length specified the expenses and 
sacrifices imposed upon France by the allies. Their demands 
were reduced to five points : 1st, the cession of the territory 
containing the places of Philippeville, Marienburg, Barrelou.is, 
and Landau ; 2nd, the demolition of the fortifications of 
Huninguen ; 3rd, the payment of an indemnification of seven 
hundred millions,* without prejudice t.o the debts owing by 
the French government to individuals of all the states oC 
Europe ; 4th, the restitution of the department of Mont 
Blanc to the king of Sardinia ; 5th, the occupation, during 
three or five years, at the will of the allies, of a line along the 
frontiers, by an army of a hundred and fifty thousand men, 
maintained at the expense of France. This painful treaty 
was signed on the 20th of November, 1815. 

The insolent tyranny and cruel exactions of a million of 
foreigners were not the only evils which France had to sufrer 
in consequence of the disastrous events of the A'lllll.drtxl day& 
Several departments of the south were for a long time a prey 
to civil war and bloody anarchy ; horrible assassinations 
there signalized this fatal period : after the battle ofW aterloo, 
free companies assailed Marseilles, gave themselves up to 
furious excesses, and massacred a body of Mamelukee who 
held garrison within its walls; a ferocious populace slaughtered 
:Marshal Brune at Avignon; the brave General Ramel waa 
assassinated at Toulouse. In the department of the Gard the 
royalist reaction manifested itself under the appearance of 
religious enthusiasm; ·at Nismes, Uzes, and other plaoea, 
assassins perambulated the streets in open day, to the cry of 
Death, to the Prote8tanll! Some monsters, led by a Trestaillon, 
a Trupbemi, and a Graffa.n, renewed the horrors ofthe 2nd 
<lf September; they massacred the Calvinists even in the 
prisons with refinements of most horrible barbarity, outraged 
theirwives,and burnt their housesand their temples; and these 
atrocities remained unpunished !-they were committed in 
the sight of the local authorities, who allowed them to go on; 
the government, powerleBB to prevent them, for a long time 
wa..'l silent, and the chamber of 1815 branded itself with 
infamy by calling to order, with frantic transports, the deputy 
D'Argenson, who demanded an inquiry into these horrible 
~m~s. The cry of justice and humanity arose from a foreign 
tnbnnal: the illustrious Brougham invoked, in,...(avou of the 
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Protestants of France, the intervention of his government, 
and the English parliament was moved by the accents of his 
indignant voice. Austrian bayonets, in various places, inter
vened between the vicii.llliJ and their executioners. At Nismes, 
General Lagarde was 881!8BSinated by some furious wretches 
whose rage he endeavoured to restrain, and a prince of the 
royal family, the duke d'Angoul~me, came twice to this 
devoted city, before he could succeed by firm and prudent 
conduct in stopping the effusion of blood. 

The session was opened on the 7th of October, and the 
Chamber of Deputies, qualified by the name of the I ntror.wahlu, 
gave free vent to their violent and reactionary passions. In 
face of the immense majority of this chamber, led by MM. de 
Vill~e, Corbim, and La. Bourdonnaye, was a minority of 
sixty members, at the head of whom were MM. de Serres, 
Royer Collard, and Pasquier: they could only oppose a 
courageous but impotent eloquence to most of the acts of this 
too-memorable session. The chamber demanded exceptional 
laws, which were received as soon as presented; one suspended 
individual liberty, another punished seditious cries with trans
portation, a third established the censure upon periodical 
writings; and at length, in the disc:uasion of a law of amnesty, 
MM. de Ia Bourdonnaye and DuplessiiH}nnedan propoeed 
to form divers categories of guilty persons, which might be 
arbitrarily extended to many thousands of Frenchmen. The 
commission charged with making a report upon the law of 
amnesty admittted the project of these categories, as well as 
that which re-established confiscation, to pay the war-contri
butions imposed by the allies ; it further proposed, by the 
organ of M. de Corbiere, its supporter, to exclude the regi
cides from the amnesty. The two first projects were rejected 
by a very weak majority ; the chamber passed the last by 
condemning the regicides to perpetual banishment, together 
with those who signed the additional act, or were employed 
by the government of the Hundred Days. This measure 
reached .Fouche himself, then ambassador at Dresden, and 
who died in exile. Under the vindictive influence of the 
majority, the Institute was mutilated ; M. de Vaublanc, 
minister of the interior, expelled several members of eminent 
merit from it, and among others, the author of .M cvrim, and 
the author ol the lJeu.z G8'1ldru, MM. Arnaud and Etienne. 
The effects of these violent acts were already manifest-ed by 
punishments: the impetuous and imprudent Labe~o:yere ~ed 
by commission, was the first victim : after9''him, N'eyi '-the 



664 CONDEMNATIONS AND PUNISHMENTS. [.a..n. 1815-

bravest of the brave," invoked in vain before the Chamber oC 
Peel'll the benefit of the capitulation of St. Cloud; he was con
demned to death, and executed. The brothers Faucher, both 
generals, inseparable in death as in life, were shot at Bordeaux; 
Generals Mouton-Douvernet and Chartrand suffered the 
same punishment ; General Bonnaire, more unfortunate still, 
underw-ent a disgraceful degradation ; Lefevre Desnouettes. 
the two brothers La.llemand, Rigaud, and Savary, were con
demned to death for contumacy. Lavalette alone escaped 
capital punishment, by the devotion of his wife and of three 
generous Englishmen, who favoured his evasion; the Chamber 
of Deputies broke out, on this occasion, into furious invectives 
agaiust the ministers, whom they made responsible for the 
event: other victims were sacrificed. Scenes of horror 
terrified Grenoble : an obscure man named Didier, inveigled 
a troop of peasants, who scarcely knew whither he was leading 
them ; they were for the most part drunk and badly armed. 
Didier, at their head, endeavoured to take Grenoble by sur
prise ; General Donadieu defeated this senseless attempt, and 
immediately, by his orders, moving columns pervaded the 
neighbouring countries, and spread desolation and terror : the 
prisoners they took were tried in masses by a prevotal court, 
and exterminated. In Le Gard, the court of assizes acquitted 
Trestaillon and his accomplices, theassasainsofGenerali.garde, 
whilst the councils of war continued to fulminate sentences of 
death against Protestants suspected of .Bonapartiam. The 
chamber, amidst so much blood, held on its march toward.'i 
it.'l object, which was: 

lat. The re-establishment of legitimate royalty upon its 
ancient basis. 

2nd. The formation of local independent administrations, 
organized in such a manner as to leave place for territorial 
and ecclesiastical inHuences. 

3rd. The legal creation of a powerful territorial a.ristocracy. 
4th. The political and financial constitution of the French 

clergy. 
Louis XVIII. had announced, on his return from Ghent, 

that thirteen articles of the charter should be submitted to 
revision ; it became evident that the chamber was about to 
take upon itse~ from this royal promise, to annihilate the 
charter altogether. The count d'Artois and his friends of 
the Pavilkn MartJan, who accused the king's government of 
too liberal conduct in 1814, amd even imputed to this pre
tendedliberality thecatastro11he of the R~d.r.;~~~ 
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the chamber of 1815 in its violent and retrograde proceed
ings. Already, by the establishment of a. religious congre
gation, whose ramifications extended into the provinces, 
MtmBiewr governed the minds of the ambitious and the
fanatical ; to this first and skilful organization he joined that 
not less powerful one of the national guard ; all the inspec
tors of this immense body, all the officers were of his 
nomination ; he chose them for the most part from the 
extreme royalist party, and thus exercised a. double power 
of surveillance and action. France found herself entangled 
in the nets of a. faction hostile to her institutions, and whose 
interests and views were in opposition to hers : the repre
sentative monarchy was in peril, and the more that thl} 
in1luence of this anti-national power gained in strength and 
duration, the more it was to be feared that the reaction 
would be terrible. 

Listening, then, to the suggestions of his own reason, and 
to the energetic counsels of the ministers Richelieu, Decaze, 
and Latne, Louis XVIII. issued the celebrated ordinance of 
the 5th of September, which dissolved the Chamber of 
Deputies, fixed, according to the text of the constitution, 
the number of the members of the new chamber at two 
hundred and sixty, and declared that no article of the charte1· 
should be revised. This ordinance was a clap of thunder 
for the royalist party, which received it trembling with 
indignation and passion. M. de Chateaubriand, the mOBt 
enlightened and eloquent man of this party,-the only one, 
perhaps, who, whilst relying upon legitimacy as the founda
tion of social order, wished with sincerity for the preservation 
of the constitution,-protested in the name of all his party, 
and replied to the ordinance of September by La Monarchitt 
8tlon la Ohart6, a work which spread through Europe and 
procured the disgrace of its author. The command of the 
national guard was withdrawn from the count d'Artois, and 
the result of the new elections responded to the hopes of the-
ministry. 

Nevertheless, the misfortunes of the country were over
whelming : oppressed by a hundred and fifty thousand. 
foreigners, who, disseminated in its fortresses, burdened it 
with ruinous expenses, and agitated by internal factions, 
France had still further to groan under the horrors of 
famine; the continual rains of 1816 inundated the country, 
destroyed the hopes of the harvest, and ~read-t.h~~urge 
of dit!ease among the cattle. But even £6:~ "@1'aYu1t1es did 
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not at all prevent the explosion of politkal hatreds, for iD 
the year 1816, the late tragic soenes of Grenoble were 
reproduced at Lyons, with the same character of absurdity 
in the execution of the plot, and the I!&Dle barbarity in the 
punishment of it. 

A new concordat was signed at :Rome by means of ll. 
Blacas, ambas!Bdor to the sovereign pontift: This treaty, 
burdensome for France in more than one respect, consider
ably extended the number of bishoprics, which had heeD 
fixed at fifty by the concordat of Napoleon. A project of a 
law, presented on this subject to the chambers, was rejected, 
and the king limited the number of bishops to tltat of the 
departments. 

The most important legislative act of this year waa the 
electoh.llaw, which, for the first time since the restoration, 
permitted a legal manner to be followed in the nominatioo 
of the deputies. It established the direct election, :fixed the 
amount of taxes to be paid by electors at three hundnd 
franca, and that of the eligible deputies at a thousand franca; 
the chamber was to be renewed by fifths, and there waa 
but one college for each department. This law, propoaecl 
by the ministry, was adopted after stormy debates : it waa 
the greatest concession the Bourbons had yet made to tlse 
constitutional spirit, and ita results proved the extreme 
difficultiea of the ground upon which the reigning dynasty 
was placed. Other laws, of high importance, were paMed 
the following year. France had an a.rmy but in appear
ance : voluntary enlistments filled the ranks of the legiou 
badly, and it became urgent, in the presence of the foreign
era, to :re-estll.blish the military forces of the kingdom upon 
a respectable footing. It was for this purpose that in 1818 
Marshal Gouvion Saint Cyr, minister of war, proposed the 
recruiting law: it re-established the ccmscription of the 
empire, deprived the king, in spite of the repugnance of hia 
court, of unlimited power in the nomination to the grades, 
and accorded, in the promotion of officers and subaltema, a 
great part to seniority. This law was contrary to the article 
of the charter which abolished conscription in the kingdom; 
but ita generally felt utility caused ita adoption to be decided 
upon. Individual liberty ceaaed to be suspended, but the 
periodical p.ret18 was still subjected to the censure : never
theless, by means of an artifice which took away the chancter 
of. periodicals from several journals, men of talent ~ain
i&ined, almost without restraint, a paaliionateClooil'fe in 
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~em. Liberal opinion and royalist opinion had for principal 
organs, the one La Xi'fl.e'NJtJ, and the other, Le Con6enxJleur. 
The abilities of MM. Benjamin Constant, Jay, Etienne, 
aod De J ouy, aecured the immense BUCCeSS of the first of 
'these publications ; the second owed its popularity to the 
pens of MM. Chateaubriand, La Mennais, and Fievoo. A 
:powerful consideration tended to justify the fears with which 
-the liberty of the press at this period inspired the ministry. 
The allied annies occupied the kingdom, and it was necessary 
to convince them that their support was not necessary for 
the Bourbon& The apparent quietude of France alone 
could bring about the prompt liberation of its territory. 
This happy event marked the cour11e of the year 1818, and 
the duke de Richelieu had the glory of attaching his name 
~ it : thanks to his fortunate ascendancy over the emperor 
Alexander, the eovereigna, then assembled at Aix-la-Cha
pelle, consented to have the French places evacuated, and 
to withdraw their annies : fifteen millions of interest, in
acribed upon le grand lifm, * completed the liquidation of 
the debt of France to the foreigner. The duke de Richelieu 
afterwards gave in his resignation, and retired before the 
more popuJar names of Benjamin Constant and Manuel de 
1a Fayette, recently is&ued from the electoral urn. As a 
reward for the aervices he had rendered his country, the 
chambers voted in his favour a gift of fifty thoUBand livres 
per annum. Richelieu was without fortune, and did not 
accept this magnificent recompense for himself: He exer
cised power in a very difficult time, and the imperious force 
ef circumstances often overcame his generous disposition ; 
he left, on quitting office, the reputation of a man of worth 
and honour, but the persistency with which he demanded 
the blood of Maraha.l N ey, and pursued several other pro
ecripts, is a subject of repra.ch to his memory. AJarmed 
at the result of the last elections, almost all liberal, he 
'Wished the ministry to conciliate the C6ntr4 droit of the 
chamber,t and desired that the electoral law should be modi
fied. His views in this respect were not shared by his young 
colleague M. Decaze, then at the height of his favour with 
Louis XVIII. . 

* The general list of the creditors of the a tate. 
t The cdU droit of the chamber, wu that io which the moat ardent 

membenl of the royalist party •t. The deputies whoee liberal opiuion 
W&B the moat deciJed, sat opposite to them on the left eide ~ Th~ode
rate members of both parties composed the two grea' ,f~b~ Cthe 
chAmber which were calle:l the centre droit, IUid the Mitre qa • --
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Several members of the cabinet retired with the duke 
do Richelieu, and by the advice of M. Decaze, the king 
uamed General Dessolle president of the council : M. de 
Serres received the seals, Marshal Gouvion Saint Cyr re
tained. the portfolio of war, M. Decaze obtained that of 
the interior, and was really the director of the new minis
try. In COillle<Juence of the elections of 1817 and 1818, 
the majority in the chamber of the deputies was in favour 
of liberal opinions ; it was to be feared that all harmony 
would be at an end between it and the chamber of the 
peers, which demanded the reform of the law of election ; 
it was urgent, therefore, either to dissolve the first, or to 
modify the votes of the second by fresh creation. M. De
caze preferred the latter mode, and a royal ordinance created 
seventy-two new peers, chosen, for the most part, from 
among the most distinguished men of the empire. This 
promotion, which assured the constitutional march of the 
government, provoked the violent clamours of the royalist 
party. The ministry took no account of them, but followed 
for some time with sincerity and ability the direction it had 
marked out. 

France had already done honour to herself by abolishing 
the slave trade and the odious drcm d'f.JtllxRne; she obtained, 
in 1819, the liberty of the periodical press: quiet began to 
be re-established in the interior ; the foreign soldier no 
longer trod her soil : commerce, manufactures, and agricul
ture fiourished, mutual instruction made rapid progress, and 
public credit was reviving : everything, in short, allowed 
hopes to be entertained of a happy future : but parties were 
fervent and implacable ; the royalists rejected all alliance 
with sincere constitutionalists, and would not allow of any 
really liberal concessions ; the liberals, on their side. could 
not wait, and compromised the future for the sake of 8eCU!'o 

ing an ephemeral triumph. Serious differences had already 
broken out between the c6te gtiii.£Cite and the ministry, on the 
subject of the Frenchmen banished without trial ; the ques
tion was agitated to solicit the king to recall them : " WitA 
,-egard to tM regicid&, mwr I" cried M. de Serres from the 
tribune, and this expression strongly irritated the liberal 
party. It was in circumstances like these that the elections 
of 1819 took place, for the renewal of the third series of the 
chamber. The greater part of them were made under the 
infiuence of the liberals : but these were divi~ed intg, sever.ll 
parties, the most remarkable of which "IVereJ 'tliat0o'f~~ revo-
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lutionists, who wished, at any sacrifice, to overthrow the 
Bourbons, and that which was named the doctrinaire party, 
which, whilst setting forth its opinions according to certain 
abstract theories of a high order, considered the support of the 
dynasty as necessary to that of the charter. This party, not 
numerous then, boasted, however, in its ranks several of the 
best informed and most distinguished men of France. Elec
tions made according to their ,·iews would have assured a 
durable triumph to the constitutionalists ; but the electors 
committed the enormous error of yielding to the suggestions 
of violent and passionate spirits; a great number of the 
elected were openly hostile to the Bourbons, and the name 
of the conventionalist Gregoire issued from the urn. ;rhe 
royalist party uttered a cry of horror, and expelled Gregoire 
from the chamber. 

Seriously alarmed by the elections and the imperious de
mands of the liberals, solicited by his brother and his fanrily, 
Louis XVITI. resolved to modify the electoral law, and 
M. Decaze, considering as necessary that which he had 
judged useleRB and dangerous some months before, thought 
he could best serve the views of the king by withdrawing 
from the gauche, to pass over to the cute droit. This continual 
tacking, in compliance with the necessities of the moment, 
and to which was given the name of lxucule (see-saw), often 
useful on the part of a king, could only be fatal to the repu
tation of a minister, under a constitutional government. 
Several of the colleagues of M. Decaze perceived, that as 
they were no longer able to persevere in their line of con
duct, it was their duty to give in their resignations, and they 
did so, carrying with them out of office the public e..'lteem ; 
these were MM. Dessolle and Louis and Gou,ion Saint Cyr, 
who were replaced by MM. Pasquier, Rey, and Latour Man
bourg. M. Decaze formed this new cabinet, and had the 
title of president of the council His conduct, which had 
become undecided and wavering, irritated the liberals with
()Ut conciliating the royalists. The latter did not relax in 
their attacks till a frightful event gave them an opportunity 
of overthrowing him, and caused power to pass into other 
hands. The duke de Berry was assassinated in the evening 
of the 13th of February, 1820, as he was coming out from 
the opera, by a wretch named Louvel : he survived the blow 
but a few hom'S, and expired in the arms of the royal family, 
pardoning his murderer. This prince, endow~~~~Jo ~9ble 
qualities, and united a few years before tO' 'aa'ey~u:D~l)nn'cess, 
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the grand-daughter of the king of Naples, wu then oou
sidered as the last male scion of the elder branch of tM 
Bourbon& His death spread consternation throughout Paris 
and France, where the results of this sinister evea.t were at 
onee foreseen. The fury of the royalilrt.a knew no bounds ; 
they made M. Decaze responsible for the crime, and oae oa 
them carried the delirium of party so far as to aoouee him oL 
it from the tribune. In vain, to appease his enemies, the 
minister hastened to present exceptional laws to the cham
bers, one against individual liberty, another against the pl'8lll, 
as well as a new project of an electional law ; he could noi 
avoid the storm from the ooti droit, and raised againat him
ae~ at the IIIUJle time, aa severe a tempest from the ci)U 
gfJII.I.CM. Royalists md liberals provoked his fall : he still 
resisted, for his po\ver was rooted in the heart of the king; 
but the count d'Artois and the ducheM d'Angouleme e&nlfJIItJy 
required of Louis XVIIL the diSJDissa! of his favourite, aDd 
their wishes at length were complied with. M. Decaze re
ceived the title of duke, and was appointed amb&aaador to 
London, and M. de Richelieu formed the new cabinet, whicla 
had but a short existence. From this time, and by its own 
fault, the liberal party lost the direction of affairs ; power wu 
about to pass into the hands of the royalists, and Frauoe, 
atrnck almost without intermiasion by a crowd of me~UA~~M 
anti-national and destructive of her liberties, only escaped 
from this "retrograde path, into which a rash haDd ~ 
her, by overthrowing the throne upon the torn charter. 

The greater part of Europe was then in a state of violst 
effervescence, and the celebrated prediction, " The Fresaal 
revolution will make the tour of the world," appeared to be 
aocomplished. The convulsive movements which had ., 
long agitated France, spread in all directions, and '\J'Olcu.ic 
shocks were felt from the shores of the ocean to those of tAe 
Adriatic. The 10vereigns had associated the peoples with 
their hatreds and their vengeance with regard to Napolea, 
by flattering their generous feelings, and by promising them 
free inltitutions, as the recompense for their energetic reeiet
ance ; but after the struggle, when the common enemy wu 
beaten, the sovereigns forgot their promises, and pretended 
to have recovered most of their ancient rights upon reseizing 
their hereditary sceptres : they no longer saw, in fact, in their 
people auxiliaries, but only subjects ; they perceived a danger 
in the sentiments from which they had so Ia~ obtained a 
powerful assistance, and all their eftOrts,.had ~C)' to 
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either stifle or punish these liberal di~position& Thus 
Ferdinand VII. only appeared to have re-entered Spain for 
the purpose of chastising the heroic men who had preservecl 
his throne for him. He had promised, not the maintenance 
of the constitution drawn up by the Cortez of Cadiz in 1812, 
disfigured by the errors of the French constitution of 1791, 
but the gift of liberal institutions, in harmony with the pro
grees of intelligence : and yet, scarcely had he escaped from 
hia prisou of V &Ieney, and placed the crown on his brow, 
than, lending an ear to the counsels of a fanatical and bar
barous clergy, he re-established the Inquisition, reigned six 
years without control, and aaaail.ed, like a ferocious and 
maniacal despot, the most distinguished men of his kingdom, 
the Martinez de la Rosas, the Torreoos, and the Arguelles : 
he crowded them together beneath the burning rocks of 
Africa, and his generous defenders found themselves mingled 
indiscriminately in the same dungeons with the partisans of 
King J oeeph, against whom they had fought. The army, 
deprived of its DOblest leaders, at length rose against this 
odious tyranny. The ~le of Leon was the first scene of the 
insurrection, which broke out in January, 1820, amongst the 
troops destined to subdue the Spanish colonies of South. 
America : Quiroga and Riego were the principal authors ot 
it. Catalonia roee almost at the same time, at the voice of 
Mina; Galicia had already proclaimed the constitution of 
the Cortez ; the insurrection successively prevailed in all the 
cities, and the count d'Abisbal, who was charged with the 
suppreBBion of the rebels of the Isle of Leon, himself unfurled 
their flag at Ocana. Madrid received the news with enthu
siasm, and Ferdinand's only alternatives were, abdicating, or 
swearing to the constitution : he chose the latter, and swore 
to maintain it. Torreno, Arguelles, and Martinez de Ia Rosas 
passed suddenly from the prisons of Africa to the council of 
the monarch, and as the first acts of their authority, they 
abolished the infamous Inquisition, and suppressed the order 
of the Jesuits in Spain. The government being without 
reaouroes, decreed the sale or the immense possessions of the 
religious orders, and from that time, sixty thousand monb 
were busy in stimulating an ignorant and fanatical populace 
against it. The repercussion of this vast movement was felt 
in Portugal : this kingdom, after the flight of the royal 
family of Braganza, and during the war, had been subjected 
to an English regency, which governed it like &(c.ql.Qn, Qf the 
Britannic isles. Portugal, roused by a na~f(jJW.' ree'illig, <kov& 
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-out the English authorities, and recalled their ancient sove-
-reign, John VI., who left the regency of Brazil to his son 
Pedro, and returned to reign over his old subjects, accepting 

. a liberal charter, drawn up after the model of the Spanish 
.oonatitution. 

Italy, groaning under the Austrian sceptre, was equally 
ilgitated : societies of Free1I18110ns and Carbonari were formed 
in all parts, burning with one same hope, united by the vow 
to one day free their country from the foreign yoke, and fol"'D. 
of the divers states of the Peninsula a federation of republics. 
The kingdom of Naples was in a blaze: Ferdinand IV. bad, 
in 1815, recovered the sceptre of this country, where Murat, 
landing in arms after the battle of Waterloo, bad been taken 
and shot. The remembrance of the cruel reactions directed 
by the queen Caroline against the patriotic party, angered a 
people still a prey to all the caprices of arbitrary authority. 
There also secret societies tended to produce a political revo
lution ; the signal was given by the anny, and issued from 
the city of Nola. The regiment of &urbon marched out of 
its barracks with its ensigns unfurled, on the 2nd of July, 
1820, to the cry of Viva la ~I Two other regi
ments joined it ; the Carbonari came in crowds, and General 
William P6p6 raised the capital. At his voice, the people 
invested the palace, and proclaimed the constitution of the 
·spanish Cortez ; Ferdinand IV. and his son adopted, and 
swore to maintain it. Frightful mllli88Cl"es followed this 
revolution in Sicily. 

Whilst the south of Europe was thus agitated, an active 
fermentation was going on in Prussia and the states of the 
north of Germany, which looked in vain for the liberal 
institutions which their princes bad promised them. Four
tet>n redoubtable circles of secret associations were formed: 
"it was in the name of liberty and equality that their mem
bers combined, it was a political and social revolution that 
they demanded. A fever of demagoguic enthusiasm indamed 
-the universities. The poet Kotzebue, the defender, in his 
writings, of the rights of monarchs, fell under the poniard 

·-of young Charles Sand, who had signalized himself in the 
war of German independence ; thousands of voices repeated 
the name of the assassin with transport, thousands of hearts 
vowed a worship to his memory. The revolutionary fever 
which so violently affected the continent was silently working 
its way in England, and threatened to give up !}1~ social 
-body to a long and painful disorder .. This"COJlvUDDW<agita-
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tion extended itself with rapidity towards the east, and/ 
roused the descendants of the heroic Hellenes : the genius of 
Miltiades and Themistocles awoke in their ruined cities, 
after a sleep of two thousand years ; and the cry of country 
and liberty, issuing from the walls of Souli and the rocks of 
Epirus, revived the echoes of Marathon ll.nd SaJamia. 

CHAPTER llL 

From the fall of the Decaze ministry to the death of Louis XVIII. 
20th February, 1820-16th September, 1824. 

THREE absolute monarchs, the emperor Alexander, the 
emperor of Austria, and the king of Prussia, bad signed, in 
1815, a treaty celebrated under the name of the Holy .Alli
a~ by which they engaged to found their mutual relations 
upon the most sacred principles of Christianity, and to have 
no other object in their policy but the interests of their 
subjects, and the maintenance of religion, peace, and justice. 
This treaty appeared at the end of the Congress of Vienna, 
after the scandalous partition of Europe, and the indignant 
nations soon recognised in it a pact, formed in the interests of 
power, against the liberties of peoples. The revolutionary 
effervescence which manifested itself among them in a fearful 
manner, was not without its dangers for social order. The 
sovereigns might, without doubt, have prevented it by the 
faithful execution of their royal promises, and later, they 
might still have imposed silence upon imprudent and rash 
views by making the wise concessions required by progress 
and the times : but they took a different part. 

M. de Metternich, in the name of the emperor of Austria, 
his master, convoked a congress at Carlsbad, at which all 
the members of the Germanic Confederation assisted, and in 
which he himself exercised a sovereign influence. This con
gress destroyed secret societies, and established the censor- • 
ship of the press througout all Germany, without taking any 
account of the constitutions enjoyed by W urtemberg, Bavaria, 
the country of Baden, and some other states. A few 
months after, the sovereigns of the North met at Troppau, 
near Laybach, to pronounce in a decisive mapner concerning 
the revolutions of Spain, Portugal, and Naples. Austria in 
particular dreaded the contagion of the N eaP9litan insur
rection, on account of her Italian pro'¥incea.>~ l.ft~8i&ral 

2 X 
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news of Alexander had undergone a remarkable change : 
M. de Metternich dominated over the mind of the czar, and 
an armed expedition from Austria against Naples was 
resolved upon : the old Iring Ferdinand attended the ao"Ye
reigns at La.ybach, and almost immediately an Austrian army 
penetrated into the Abruzzi. The Piedmonteae stUed dBs 
opportunity to throw off the yoke : a military insurrection 
broke out in AleBBandria, and the constitution of the Cortes 
was proclaimed at Turin. Victor Amade1111, king of~ 
immediately abdicated in favour of his brother Cha.rlea Felix, 
who hastened from Modena at the head of some Austrian 
troops : sanguinary contests ensued ; Austria triumphed in 
Piedmont as well as at Naples; the Neapolitan a.rmy, under 
P6p6, shamefully took ftight at the first charge. AD Italy 
was thus laid at the foot of the power which coveted it, aucl 
from the north to the south courts-martial there &sBUred 
the dominion of foreigners, and infticted the vengeance of 
the monarchs. 

Alexander then learnt the insarrection of the <keeb 
against their barbarous oppressors ; he could not, ho"frever, 
peroeive in it anything but a plot of the Oa.rbonari, and 
condemned his unfortunate coreligionists : the heroic city f#. 
Souli succumbed before the ferocious Ali Pacha. Eugland 
had just sold to the barbarian, by an in.fiunous treaty. tbe 
city of Parga, and, tQ · Bll.tisfy the vengeance of the sultan 
Mahomet, eighty priests, with the venerable patriarch of 
Constantinople and a multitude of Greeks, bad perished iD. 
that capital, given up to ignominious punishments. The 
heart of Alexander was not at all moved for those wboee 
faith he shared : the Klephtes of the mountain11, the Greeb 
of Moldavia and W allachia trusted in him, and 11ew to arms 
at the voice of Botzaris, of Maurocordato, and of I psilanti; 
but, conquered by numbers, they almost all succumbed; the 
brave Ipsilanti, after performing deeds of heroism for the 
cause of liberty, gained the Austrian soil; he was cast into 
dungeoDB, from which he only issued at the end of four yeuw 
to die. 

It was thus absolute sovereigns interpreted in Europe the 
treaty of the Holy Alliance, whilst France endured with pain 
the fatal consequences of the elections of 1819, and of the 
tragic event of February, 18.20. M. de Richelieu had sup
ported, and caused to be adopted, the projects of laws 
~resented by M. Deca.zes, one of which suspended P.Crsonal 
liberty, whilst another re-established the" ce:dSO~IOf the 
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• jomnals. When rejecting the nrst project, General Foy 
gave utterance to theae eloquent words : " Let us act eo," 
aaid be, " that the advantage of a mblime death be not loet 
for the royal house and for public morality, that ponerity 
may not reproach us that at the funenl ceremonies of a 
Bourboo, the Uberties of our citir.ena were immolated to 
aerve u a hecatomb." His effi>rta were unavailing, tbe 
chambers voted the two laws, as well aa a third, which 
transmitted in the elections, the high inftueooe of the middle 
claaaea to the aristocracy. The last law established two col
leges, ooe of arrond.ialement. in which an 8illei!Bment of three 
hundred franca gave the right to vote ; the other of depan
ment, in which none were admitted but thoae who were 
8IJIJeiMd at a tholl8Uld franca : the latter voted in both 
colleges. The number of the members of the Ohamber of 
Deputies waa raiaed to four hundred and thirty, of whom 
two hundred and aixty were named by the colleges of 
arroocliseement, &lld a hundred and seventy by the depart
mental colleges. Thia law, mpported by the dying M. de 
Serres, and wvmly opposed by La Fayette, .Oamille J ordaD, 
Royer Collard, and all the GaucM, 'W&8 adopted amidst 
aanguinary riot& It was under such aaspicee that, on tbe 
.29th of September, the duke de Bordeaux wu bona, a 
posthumous eon of the duke de Berri. The royalists aluted 
the newly-bam priAce aa the child of miracle, and contem
plated in this event lo~~g and glorious deatinies promised io 
the elder lnncla of the Bourbons, upon the throne of 
France. 

The fOllowing electiODB, in which the departmental colleges 
made their numerows choice, were almost an favourable io 
the royalista, and the majority escaped from the moderates of 
that puty, to pesa a second time to the men of 1814. 
Deceivoed in his hopes, H. de Richelieu fOUDd himself obliged 
to admit to the council MM. de VillMe and Corbi~ who 
governed the Dr~ of the assembly : these gentlemen only 
consented to form part of the ministry because they per- , 
oeived the weakneaJ of it, and flattered themaelvea they 
could overthrow ita leader the more promptly, by feiping to 
act in concert with him. 

The great capta.i.rl who had conquered in fifty-two pitched 
battles, and diapoeed of the aceptres of the universe, expired at 
this time at St. Helena, IAUTOunded by a few faithful frie~~da, 
carried otT, after several months of a painful jlln~ &G the 
end of a captivity of six years. Napoleon ~~"into 
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the tomb in~ consequence of a disease of the liver, the pro
gress of which was o.ccelerated by the inftuence of an 
unwholesome climate, the rigours of his gaoler, Sir Hudson 
Lowe, governor of the island, and, above all, by the devouring 
activity of a genius which had no aliment but poignant 
regrets, after having had for its sphere the entire world. 
Inilexible llistory is bound to say, that in that immense sphere, 
of which he had made himself the centre, he too frequently 
attributed everything to himself: Napoleon despised huma~ 
nity : most men were, in his eyes, only ciphers, the value of 
which was represented by the services he might expect from 
them. He loved war, as a professional gambler loves the 
game in which he excels ; like a gambler also, he risked 
every day that which he had gained the preceding one, and. 
had nobody but himself to accuse of the greater part of his 
disgraces. The re-establishment of order in France, and the 
useful creations of his genius, are his best titles to glory : 
but the comparison of the good he did with that which he 
might haYe done if he had constantly held in sight a moral 
and truly patriotic aim, will always be a perpetual subject of 
reproach for his memory. His insatiable ambition twice 
laid open his country to foreign armies ; the calamities which 
followed these invasions, and the blood of two millions 
of men, shed in numberless contests during his reign, have 
taught France what the glory of a conqueror costs : let us 
however hope, that she did not suffer so much, without 
humanity, at a later period, deriving some great advantages. 
from it. Napoleon, in his victorious march through nations, 
at the head of kings, princes, and powerful leaders, sprung 
from the ranks of the people, spread everywhere, upon the 
equality of rights, the knowledge of certain principles, which, 
in our period, have become the basis of political liberty ; and 
in his double catastrophe, by drawing down Europe twice 
upon France, he introduced the most remote nations to a 
superior civilization, which will, without doubt, some day 
establish new ties between them and France, and place more 
harmony between their social constitutions and those of the 
country they visited. Such was the prestige attached to this 
extraordinary man, that at eighteen hundred leagues from 
Europe he yet filled it with the fame of his name : his 
powerful image appeared from afar on his solitary rock, in 
the midst of the ocean, as a perpetual object of terror for 
some, and of hope for othel'!l. His death hurried several of 
the latter into rash and desperate ente~~~ by; 
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delivering their adversaries from a salutary terror, it per
mitted them to give themselves up, with less reserve and 
prudence, to their reactionary and disastrous inclinations. 

In the mean time, an occult power invaded the court, the 
cllambers, and all the branches of public administration. Ten 
years before, some men of a sincere piety, such as the viscount 
de Montmorency and the abbe Legris Duval, had formed in 
France an inftuential society, which had at first no object 
but the accomplishment of good works and the duties pre
scribed by a fervent devotion. The restoration opened the 
field of politics to this society, which, imbued with ultra
montane and ultra-royalist principles, became, under the 
patronage of MM. de Polignac and de Riviere, the most 
redoubtable obstacles to the Decazes, and Richelieu ministries. 
Generally designated by the name of the congregation, it 
affiliated itself with the Jesuits : the latter, not authorized 
to reside in France in quality of members of their order, 
fOunded their power in the state anew, under the name of 
Fatlwrs of the Faith : from the moment they directed the 
congregation, intrigue exercised a sovereign inftuence in it, 
and a crowd of ambitious men became anxious to belong to 
it. Montrouge, whither the Jesuits had transported their 
Noviciate, * was the centre of all the secret plots of the court 
and the church against the Oharter and the institutions of the 
country. The Jesuits had powerful supporters in the royal 
family, and Louis XVIII., constantly assailed with solicita
tions in their favour, consented to tolerate them, without, 
however, acknowledging their exist.ence to be legal. From 
that moment, religion, so holy and so beneficent when it is 
only guided by a spiritual and moral aim, was mixed up with 
all the interests of policy and ambition : the Jesuits founded 
colleges under the name of Little Seminaries, in which were 
placed the children of the most distinguished families of the 
kingdom ; they dominated over the court, the church, and 
the majority of the chamber : missionaries, affiliated with 
the congregation and imbued with its doctrines, pervaded the 
kingdom : almost everywhere they became the occasion or 
the involuntary cause of strange disorders ; hypocrisy, so 
fatal to morals at the end of the reign of Louis XIV., reap
peared, more odious than ever, under those of Louis XVIII. 
and his successor. Outwat-d acts of devotion, practised by the 

* House, or part of a religious boWie in which novice• dwell nnd 
wh.:;re they go through their exercises during thej~ ,,x~r o <PlY_ijgon. 
- .. ram. '-' 
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incredulous themselves, were the surest means of attaining 
honours and fortune ; and it was thus that power, become too 
frequently the reward of buene~ lost, in many places, all 
consideration in the eyes of the people. The French had the 
ailfortune of accusing religion of the scandala of thoee who 
insulted it by invoking it ; they attributed to it the abameful 
yoke which galled them, and force was obliged to be had 
recourse to to prowct the missionaries apinst ~e irritated 
people. In Paris, M Brest, Rouen, and all the great cities, 
they preaebed under the protection of sabres and bayoneta, 
and priests were seen calling down the cbutieementa of 
human justice upon thoee whom they lwl not been able to 
oon'Yinoe by the authority of their preaclring. 

Tile co~tion redoubled ita efForts against tile Richeliell 
ministry, at the opening of the Bellllion of1821. The liberals 
thm believed it to be their duty to unite themselne with the 
ultra-royaliats for the purpose of overthrowing the cabinet, 
in the dangeroaa hope that the majority, upon obtaining the 
direction of aft'ain, wonld perish, as in 1815, by ita own 
exceesee. The addrees of the chamber, prepared by110111e 
men of this majority, was hostile and offensive to the monarch; 
and M. de Richeliea, having demanded fresh rigoans ~ 
the prese, the royalists, whoee most preasing interest wu 
victory, affected an ardent zeal for the liberty they attacked, 
and a great horror for the C811110rsbip : in this respect, like a 
certain number of their advenariea, who, bm lately, humble 
aaitors to imperial despotism, had diagaieed themeel"f~ at ita 
faD, as intrepid defenders of public liberties. The position 
of the ministry wu no longer tenable, and it resigned 011 the 
15th of December, 1821, after an existence of twenty-three 
month& 

A woman, whoee patronage favoured the a.ffilial«l of the 
congregation, and who had the art to hold Louis XVID., to 
the end of his days, Wlder the charm of a voluptao1111 &sciDa
tion, waa no stranger to the formation of the new cabinet, 
the most influential members of which were M. de Peyronn 
keeper of the seals ; M. de Vill~e, minister of fiDance ; c 
:M. de Corbi~re, minister of the interior ; the vi.sco\lllt- de 
Montmorency obtained the portfolio of foreign affi · , nd 
the duke de Belluno that of war. 11:1. de Vulelc y 
exercised a great authority in the council, tuld not long 
in becoming its chie£ The rise of · fortune h d l n 
rapid : endowed with great talents for intrigue with 
remarkable capacity for business, he J&i'ti~ftlie ~Dlted 
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views of a statesman, nor S1111icient strength of character to 
escape the infiuence of a faction whose fatal blindness he 
deplored ; in a word, he hoped to be able to struggle, by 
means of artifice and corruption, against the sympathies and 
the moral and political exigencies of a great people. The 
congregation was aware that it would dominate in spite of 
him, whilst the nomination of the pious viscount de Mont
morency 888111'ed its triumph: its Gffili.at«J· immediately 
invaded the employments and seized the eminent posts of 
every ministry. From that time the government and the 
Chamber of Deputiea marched in concert towards the counter-
revolution. , 

France had a right to expect that those who had recently, 
as deputies, defended the liberty of the press with so much 
energy, would respect it a8 ministers ; and yet one of the first 
acts of the ministry was to deprive the jury of the power of 
trying the o11'ences of the press, and to assail it with two 
measures which opened a -qat field for arbitrary authority : 
the one made an offence consist in the political tendency of a 
suite of articles, alihough each of them, taken aeparately, was 
not susceptible of being incriminated ; the other permitted, 
in cases of a serious nature, the re-eet&blishment of a oensor
sbip. This law, presented in 1822, was passed by a. grea.i 
majority. 

Secret societies, in the mean time, were being organized 
everywhere, and Oarbonarism extended ita immense ramifica
tious through the kingdom, by the creation of wntu (sales) 
of various degrees ; ita dangerous spirit percolated rapidly 
through the IIChools and the army, and already in 1820 a 
conspiracy had been discovered in two legions in garrison in 
Paris. The accused, tried by the Court of Peers, had been, 
for the most part, a.oquitted. Captain Nantil, author of the 
plot, and oondemned to death, escaped. Seditious move
menta broke out in tbe cavalry IIChool of Baumur : they were 
suppressed ; but they directed to this point the hopes of other 
rash conspirators. General Berton assembled a. troop of 
young men, soldiers and ill-armed peasants, and placed 
himself at their head, displaying the tricoloured flag. He 
surprised the city of Thouars in the name of Napoleon II., 
and marched towards Saumur, which he was not able to carry. 
Abandoned by motlt of his followens, he took to flight, but 
soon fell into an ambush. About the same time a quickly
stifted military insurrection broke out at Belfort, whilst the 
ministry assisted culpably iu laying a SDare,.nt'0whinh tbe 
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ex-colonel Caron became, at Colmar, the imprudent victim. 
Two squadrons, with the intention of discovering his accom
plices, and of bringing down his bead with that of the riding
master Roger, his friend, one evening left; Colmar and Neuf
Brisach, led by quartermasters ; disguised officers being in 
the ranks. This troop traversed the neighbouring countries, 
allured the unfortunate Roger and Caron, marched under 
their orders, drank with them, and when, misled by these 
perfidious demonstrations, they ventured to utter the cry of 
Viv~ fempereu.r I the soldiers fell upon their victims, bound 
them, and gave them up to the authorities, who applauded 
such zeal. A few days after, Caron was shot, and a distri
bution of rewards took pla.oe in the public square to six agents, 
promoters of the crime. No fact more strongly contributed 
than the snare Ja.id for Caron, to disgra.oo the govemment of 
this period, or more disposed men to seek, in the ministry 
and the police, for the SOUJ'Cfl and provocation of all troubles. 
The year 1822 witnessed more sanguinary executions for 
political crimes. Berton was brought before the court of 
Assizes at Poi tiers, and the procureur-general Mangin asaeried, 
without naming them, that the most influential members of 
the cGie gfJtJCir.t. were accomplices of the general. His words 
created stormy discussions in the chamber, which, without 
throwing a light upon anything, served still further to 
envenom the animosity of parties. Berton and two of his 
accomplices lost their heads upon the scaffold, a third 
destroyed himself by opening his veins. Paris was aoon after 
the scene of a painful spectacle : four young subalterns, in 
garrison at Rochelle, named Bories, Goubin, Pommier, and 
Raoulx, convicted ofCarbonarism, and accused of revolutionary 
crimes, excited public interest by their age, their firmness, 
and the eloquent warmth of their defence. Their guilty pro
ject had not been followed by execution ; they were, notwith
standing, condemned, and marched to the scaft'old with an 
intrepid countenance, amidst a population strongly moved by 
pity. It was thus that the government of the Restoration 
looked once more for strength and safety in punishments 
against perils but too real. 

A fresh congress of sovereigns was soon after assembled ai 
Verona, in which the important question of the revolution 
in Spain was agitated. Great disorders, rendered inevitable 
by the weakness and perfidy of Ferdinand VII., broke out 
in the capital of that country : atrocious crimes, and among 
them the "1!!8Bsination of the canon YmPu~~egk.com-
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mitted, and compromised the revolutionary cause. In vain 
Morillo and Ballesteros endeavoured to restrain violent 
men and re-establish quiet ; sanguinary conteRts took place 
between the multitude and the royal guards, and recalled the 
frightful scenes of the lOth of August. Ferdinand, whose 
life was in danger, carried his b88EI and barbarous dissimu
lation so far as to sign sentences of death pronounced against 
his too faithful and powerless defenders. The monks, how
ever, partly despoiled of their wealth, raised the people in 
the provinces, organized guerillas, and several important 
leaders directed a vast counter-revolutionary movement in 
Catalonia. The yellow fever, which desolated the capital of 
that province, determined the king of France to establish a 
cordon of troops upon the frontiers of the Pyrenees, under 
the pretence of sanitary precautions ; and the presence of 
these troops, which, from one moment to another, might 
become an army of invasion hostile to the Cortes, kept up 
the hopes of their implacable enemies. A famous Trappist, 
Don Antonio Maragnon, formed a redoubtable band of 
guerillas, and marched at their head into the ~ with a 
crucifix in his hand. He took the strong place of Seu 
d'U rgel by assault : a regency was established there, formed 
of the marquis de Mataflorida, the baron d'Eroles, and the 
archbishop of Tarragon~; it opened loans and issued procla
mations in the name of the king, whom it supposed to be a 
f'.&ptive. In a short time it had at its command an army of 
twenty-five thousand men, which assumed the name of the 
army of the Faith, and obtained possession of several strong 
places in NaV&lTe and Catalonia, and penetrated into Arra
gon. The constitutional general Mina routed it, recaptured 
the places it had taken, and left the royalists no hope but in 
French intervention. Such was the state of things in Spain 
when the Congress of Verona was opened. MM. de ChAteau
briand and Matthieu de Montmorency represented France, 
whilat M. de Villele obtained the presidency of the counciL 
Lord Wellington was the representative of England at the 
congress. The suicide of Lord Castlereagh, and the eleva
tion of Mr. Canning to the head of the English ministry, 
gave reason to expect that the foreign policy of this power 
would undergo great modifications ; thus, when French 
intervention in Spain .was proposed, Lord Wellington was 
against it, and was supported by M. de Ch&teaub1iand, whose 
conduct M. de Vill~le then approved of; but ~he chamber 
and the congregation wished for war, andg''byo>fhlP~~ of 
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M. de Montmorency it beeame inevitable. The contagia& 
of the Spanish revolution appeared to c&tl88 apprebeDsioe 
for France, and still more for Italy, in the eyes of the royal
ists, M. de Metternicb, and the three allied aovereigoa. The 
Greek supplicants were repulsed by them u tainted witll 
Carbonarism. The princes signing the treaty of the Holy 
Alliance made no effort to put a stop to the infam.0118 -'-, 
or to the daily massacres of a Christian population, but they 
were 'llDimimously of opmion that the Spuiah :nmWtioa 
should be quelled, it being boetile to the principles upoa 
which the absolute authority of mooarchs repoeea. Their 
ambassadors immediately quitted Madrid ; GeDeml I..garde, 
the French ambulador, was not yet recalled ; M. de Ch&
teaubrialld had replaced ll. de M:Oiltmorency u mini.._. • 
foreign affairs. 

The movement which led the French government iJdo a 
ooonter-revolutionary track, triumphed over the pecitic iD
clinations of M. de Vill~ Louis XVIIL, bent down wit& 
infirmities, aud still more by age, only reigned in name. 
NO'fUitlur governed, and was anxious for war : the Chamber 
of Deputies acted in concert with him, and aignaliEd ita 
zeal by the violence of the discussion which preceded Ule 
vote of subsidies for the expedition. It expelled fnm ita 
bosom Manuel, the deputy from La V end6e, a mm&rbhle 
man, particularly for his invincible firmnea In· t.be midG 
of a speech in which the majority wrongly believed they 
could diacover a justification of the regicide, this deputy ,... 
interrupt.ed by furious cries, and his expulsion from die 
chamber was instantly voted. Manuel declal'ed he would 
only yield to force; the president Raves called in the 
national guarda on duty, and Seljeant Mercier, their ot!lcer, 
having refused to execute the arrest, the gendarmes seised 
Manuel on his bench, and dragged him out of the &1118Dlbly. 
All the members of the ooU gauche followed him, declariDg 
that they considered themselves assailed and excluded in the 
person of ManueL 

The extraordinary supplies for the Spanish campaign wae 
granted, and war appeared to be inevitable ; a numerous 
army was already collected on the frontiers of the Pyrenees; 
the duke d' Angoul@me took the command of it at the end of 
March, having General Guilleminot • under him u chief 
ftat-major. He found nothing sufficiently prepared, either 
for the transports for the baggage or for provision& A. oele
brated banker offered to provide everything, u oom~-

o;9;,;,ed by Goog I e 
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general, and the prince, in his need, signed heavy agreements, 
in which he was grievously imposed upon. The army com
menced the campaign on the 6th of April, and upon the 
frontier, at the passage of the Bidassoa, fell in with a 
battalion of refugees, bearing a tricoloured standard : some 
Frenchmen engaged in the military conspiracies, and among 

, others, Captain Nantil and Colonel Fabvier, marched at 
their head. They acbanoed to meet the French soldiers, to 
fraternize wiih them, with cries of " Vms l'4~ I Vms 
la F~ I" General Valin dispersed this assemblage with 
a few cannon-balla, and Uae IRICCell of Uae campaign waa 
a.ured. The army, in 6m, marched under the Oudinots, 
the Monceys, and the Molitora, ancient heroes of the 
empire, and Uae Spurlah guerillas, so fatal to Uae old bat
taliona, fought wiih France : ~ could not be doubiful. 

The Freneh columns were eoon at the gates of Madrid ; 
the Cortes had quitted that- capital, taking Ferdinand VII. 
with them, :filS to Bevi11e, &Dd Uaen to Cadiz, after having 
declared him deposed, on account of mental alienation. These 
bold me&81ll'ell were 1ike1J to prolong Uae war ; negotiations 
were entered into with the moderate oonstitutioual gene
rals, such as Ballesteros, Morillo, and D' Abisbal, and about 
the same time the prince generalissimo formed, in a spirit 
« conc:iliation, a Spanish regency at Madrid, under Uae 
presidency of the duke de l'InfanUdo, with the intention 
« opposing it to the members of the ancient junto of the 
Seu-d'U rge1, whoee blind nolenoe, excited by Uae wild fana
ticilpn of the army of the Faith, threatened Spain with a 
saguinary reliCtion. The 110ldiera of that army, the monks 
and the populace, only awaited the arrival of the Frenoh 
troops to give themselves up to acta of hue and atrocious 
ftnge&nce, and the Frenoh were soon looked upon by the 
royalist and monacbal party with hatred and IU8picion, aa the 
preservers of them whom they had come to contend with. 
It waa with the design of preventiDg these soenea of bripnd
age and murder that the duke d' Angoul&ne isauecf the 
celebrated ordmance of Andujar, which forbade the Spanish 
authorities to cause any one to be arrested without the 
authority of the French officers, and placed the editors of 
periodical papers under the direction of the commanders of 
the troops. This ordinance was full of wisdom, and oon
fimned, in all respecta, with Uae oonduct of the princ:e during 
this campaign : it greatly ofi'ended the regenpy of Madrid, 
and did not render the members of the edttes ~at all 
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more tractable. This body, perfectly acquainted with the 
character of Ferdinand, placed no confidence in the promises 
of the duke d'Angoul~me, who engaged to obtain liberal 
institutions for them from their king ; they rejected all the 
propositions, which despair, however, ought to have made 
them accept. The French soldiers then illustra.ted them
selves by some great feats of arms : they attacked the 
formidable batteries of the isle of ~on ; Trocadero was 
carried, Cadiz submitted, a.nd this exploit had, as ita result, 
the immediate liberation of Ferdinand VIL 

The war was ended ; the punishments began. Ferdinaod 
• chose his ministers among the men the most violent and the 

most exalted; the execution of Riego signalired his return 
to the throne, and the intervention of the French between 
the victims and their executioners soon became powerleaa : 
nothing, in fact, had been thought of at the Congre. of 
Verona for the amelioration of the fate of Spain, whilst; pre
serving it from a sanguinary reaction. The immense expenses 
of the war remained at the charge of France : she received, 
as the sole fruit of this brilliant .and fatal campa.ign, the 
ingratitude of those for whom she had imposed ao many 
sacrifices upon herse~ a.nd saw with grief that the choicest 
of her warriors, the remains of the battalions of Austerlitz 
and Marengo, had conquered this time for the sake of 
replacing a.n heroic nation under the yoke of a despotic king 
and a· multitude of fanatical monks. Such, however, amoDg 
the French, is the charm always attached to victory, that in 
the first moments which followed the triumphs of their arms 
in Spain, the impression of the success was very favourable 
to the ultra-royalist party, which had been the sole cause of 
the war. It prevailed in most of the partial elections which 
followed the campaign, and M. de Vil!He conceived the idea 
of establishing his power upon the accordance of the ministry 
a.nd of a 1·oyalist chamber elected for seven years. 

In addition . to the opposition of the rote g~ another 
was formed in the chamber not less hostile to the ministry, 
which it accused of being only lukewarm in the royalist 
cause : MM. de Ia Bourdonnaye a.nd Delalot directed it 
with vigour : both, but particularly the first, independent of 
the infiuence of Jesuitism a.nd of the congregation, were 
imbued with prejudices much more aristocratical than mon
archica.I, a.nd demanded that a high infiuence in the direction 
of affairs should be the accompaniment of large properly; 
they violently accused M. de Villele of being wanting, in 
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this respect, to his anterior engagements, and that minister 
hoped, by convoking a new chamber, under the recent im
pression of the Spanish campaign, that it would be entirely 
devoted to his views. He reckoned upon being thus able to 
reduce double and annoying opposition to a state of incapacity. 
The king and his council were of the same opinion as the 
minister, and the chamber was dissolved; everything was 
prepared for a general election. 

Nothing could be more scandalous, more disloyal, or more 
fatal to the moral authority of the government, than the 
manner in which the elections of 1824 were arranged and 
accomplished. Circulars threatened all functionaries with 
destitution, if they did not support the ministerial candidates 
by every means in their power. A great number, in order to 
respond to the wishes of the council, had recourse to fraud, 
and gave proofs of the basest servility : tricks of all kinds 
with regard to liberal electors, arbitrary erasures from or 
inscriptions upon the electoral list, the deliverance of false 
cards,-all these abuses were permitted, all were encouraged 
and even rewarded by a ministry which sported with corruption, 
which did not perceive that moral ascendancy is the first of 
all influences that a government ought to seek for its own 
advantage in a free state, and which endeavoured to find its 
means of strength and duration elsewhere than in the sup
port of the nation. The Jesuits and the congregation took 
an active part in these deplorable man<l!uvres, and a mandate 
from the cardinal de Clermont Tonnerre, archbishop 01 

Toulouse, revealed the object they aimed at, by betraying 
the hope and the secret thought of the victorious party. 
The archbishop claimed the ancient privileges of the French 
church, the restoration of all solemn festivals, the common 
right of the clergy, as it formerly existed, the re-establishment 
of several religious orders; and 'ended by expressing a wish 
that the civil state were replaced in the hands of priests. 
This rash mandate was suppressed by the council of state; 
in compliance with the advice of M. de Portalis : it revived 
the ancient quarrels between the clergy and the magistracy, 
and from that day commenced the opposition of the royal 
courts to the encroachments of the congregation, and to the 
exigencies of a cabinet which appeared to wish to make all 
state questions subordinate to the interest~~ of caste and of the 
priesthood. 

The result of the elections exceeded the ho~ of the 
royalist party : only nineteen liberal deputiee''~eHPB fCted ; 
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but they contended with a talent and a eoor&ge worthy m I 

a cauae which was the that of France. 
The fint Jaw proposed had for ita object to make the 

ehamber eeptennial, in contempt of the article fA the Cha.rtEr 
which formally declared thM the depntiea shoald only be 
elected for five years: the objection wu IICOuted, under the 
pretext that this article was not fundamenial ; and the two 
chambers adopted the septennial p1an. If. de V'illNe then 
preeented the important project of the conftl'llion of the 
funds, whiclt was to conTel't the interest oft;J,e be per ceat. 
funds, which amoanted to a hunched and forty milliom, into 
three per cent., at the rate of eeveuty-fi~ t'rancs ; banbn 
had engaged to 1!111pply the treuury with neceeeary fonda to 
reimb111'88 at per such of the holdel'l!l of five per cent& • 
would not coneent to the proposed change. They oBered, 
in addition, themeelvee to take, at the rate find by the law, 
the three per cents. destined mr the non-eoD881ltiDg holden. 
This project, useful to the government, bat which ..a 
injurioUII to the numerous elaae offantlholders, erea.ted 'violetS 
storms, thoagh the conception of it appeared to be foreign to 
any political idea. The Ohamber of Deputies adopt.ed it : if; 
wu rejected by the Peers, and the silent oppoaition of)[. de 
Chlte&ubriand had an evident influence upon that wte. K. 
de Villhle immediately solicited the dismisal of his ooUe.gae; 
he obtained it, and by that violent meuore hutlened m. 
<nm fall ; a certain number of influential deputies, friends of 
the diagraced minister, and who profeeaecl to be u muelt 
devoted to the Charter aa to the king, threw themaelftll into 
the opposition, and formed the nucleus of a !leW ooOBtitw
tional royalist party, which the partisans of abeolutia 
designated under the name of 1M .DifeciMm PMCy. The 
journal tiM lJeiJaM was the pawerful organ tS this fraction of 
the chamber, and immediately commenced a 'ftl'm. and impla
cable controversy with the cabinet. 

The end of the ministry of M. de Obiteaubriand bad been 
hono'tU'ably distinguished by the skilful and courageouaccm.duot 
of M:. Hyde de Neuville, ambuaador to wbon, on the 
occasion of an anti-revolutionary insurrection. On the 30th 
of April, the infant Don Miguel, supported by the queen
mother, entered the capital at the head of troops, and held 
the king, John VI., his father, a prisoner in his own palace. 
He ordered several ministers and a great number of emiMDt 
persons to be cast into prison, announcing openly-biB m~on 
of restoring to royal authority all ita Ul.Oienf'iJ}Q.~,_ , 
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lL Hyde de Neuville came to an understanding with the 
ambassador from England, and in concert with him, he got 
King John on board an English ve~Bel at anchor in the 
Tagus, from whence the king. at liberty under the protection 
of the British flag, BUCCeeded in subduing the seditious and in 
regaiDing m. power. Don Miguel wu banished from Portugal. 
and John VI, in compliance with the advice of the English 
amheBI!Bdor, invoked the ~ /aJMV. and demanded aaaist
ance from England to COD.IIOlidate his throne. sa thousand 
HanoveriaDs immecliately received orders to hold themaelvea 
ready to pass into PortugaL M. Hyde de Neuville, by his 
oonduct, bulmTed the censure of the royalist pariy, which 
welcomed Don Miguel to France, and treated him with 
diatinotiou. The leaders of this part1 led the minieter, in 
apite of ~ into a 118ries of measures contrary to the 
acqWred rights and the new interests of ·the nation. The 
liberal preiB strongly pointed oat this &.tal tendency by oon
demning it, whilst the journals of the counter-opposition, 
particuJarly .La ~ bitterly aocuaed the aloWDeBS of 
the government in fultilling ita promiaes, and taxed ita oon
duct with treachery. The ministry, for want of the oensure 
of the preat, employed corruption : it succeeded in parchasi.ng 
88Ve1"&l journals ; but theee abameful attempts failed with 
reepeoC; to others, and were exposed to pnblic contempt. 

l>eceived in this hope, the government had reoourae to the 
parts of the law'which permitted the criminating of the 
tendency of the joarnals ; prooeediDga were instituted against 
several of them in the royal oourts ; and almost everywhere 
the magiatracy protected the press against the hatred of the 
court, the cabinet, and the congregational coletV. The 
ministry rendered the irritation of the magistrates the greater 
by blaming their decisioas: the law of 1822 permitted 
the re-establishment of the ceDIJIU'e, in cases in which 
118rious cirocnmst&ncea should render this measnre neC81111Ll'Y. 
France was quiet, no foreign trouble authorized ministers to 
have recourse to that portion of the law ; they were pleased 
to find a danger in those aenteDces of acquittal pronounced 
by the royal courts, and they re-established the censorship 
upon that motive alone, and thus declared themselves in 
direct opposition to the magistracy. The congregation took 
advantage of the forced silence of the journals to obtain from 
the government several acts favourable to the clergy. A 
ministry of eoclesiaatical affairs was instituted ; it was con
fided to M. Fraysainous, a bishop, and th&c~"'mgbr the · 
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public instruction was placed among its attributes. M. de 
Peyronnet reorganized the council of state upon better hues, 
but he accorded many places in this new council to dignitaries 
of the church. 

In the absence of the periodical press, a multitude of 
writings, and in the first ranks the eloquent pamphlets of 
Paul Louis Courier, and the· patriotic songs of Beranger, 
stigmatized with energy the conduct of the government and 
the Chamber of Deputies ; all, by calling down public hatred 
and contempt upC>n the errors and vices of power, aSBisted in 
the destruction of a ministry which too often appeared to 
have aaaumed the task of weakening and discrediting itael£ 

The king drew near to the tomb : on Sunday the 1Oth or. 
December, no one was admitted to him, and the newa of his 
approaching death spread quickly through the capital : some 
days after, he was upon his deathbed, surrounded by the mem
bers of his family ; he gave orders to his ministers to pursue 
their labours with his brother, and in the last conversation 
he had with AlO'Il8iewr, he said to him: " I have laveered 
between parties as Henry IV. did, and I have this advan
tage over him, that I die in my bed at the Tuileries ; act as I 
have done, and you will arrive at the same end of peace and 
tranquillity. I pardon you the griefs you have caused me, 
in the hope I entertain of your conduct as king." The aged 
monarch then implored the blessing of heaven upon all 
around him, and placing his hands upon tlie head of the duke 
de Bordeaux, the weak and last scion of his race, he said in 
an agitated voice, looking at his brother : " Let. Charles X. 
be carefuJ of thil chi«/1 crown." He breathed his last sigh 
after long-protracted pain, and Charles X. was king. 

During several years Louis XVIIL had not been able to 
walk : affticted with incurable complaints in the legs, and 
tormented by the pains of the gout, he felt, for a long time 
before his death, his intellectual faculties weakened, and 
abandoned, unwillingly, the direction of public affairs to his 
brother. It was at the period at which the Spanish war was 
coming to a close that Louis experienced his most serious 
att1LCk, and the ministerial acts which followed the elections 
of 1824 must not be attributed to him. 

Louis XVIII. was not exempt from the prejudices arising 
from pride of blood, and from a predilection for the order of 
things under which he was born ; but he justly appreciated 
the wants of Frauoe, and the charter to which he attached 
his name, has founded the era of poli~o).ili~m that 

I 
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country. With respect to religion, the opinions of thi., mon
arch did not coincide with those of most of the members of 
his family, nevertheless he performed certain exterior acts of 
worship with great regularity. He loved the ceremonials of 
the ancient monarchy, and religion was for him, in some sort, 
an affair of etiquette. This prince delighted in the conversa
tion of men well versed in ancient and modern literature ; 
his mind was judicious, and many happy sayings of his are 
repeated. When he had appointed an hour for an audience 
or a ceremony, he was particularly careful not to be waited 
for : " Punctuality," said he, " is the politeness of kings." 
He was present, almost to the last, at the grand receptions 
of the court, and when pressed to spare himself this fatigue, 
he 1-eplied : " A king of France ought to die standing." He 
was accused of want of feeling, and the blood of several noble 
victims of our dissensions stains his memory. Admitting, how
ever, that they were immolated, there is no doubt he thought 
less of executing an act of personal vengeance than of comply
ing with political necessity. Attached by conviction to the 
constitutional pact which he adopted as his own work, we 
must not forget the powerful family influences against which 
he had to struggle in order to defend it. Supported by the 
Charter, he passed through exceedingly difficult times, and 
was able to avoid many rocks ; but perhaps, by attaching 
himself to it as an anchor of safety, this prince had more at 
heart the care of his own repose and his own grandeur than 
a true solicitude for the liberties, the glory, and the prosperity 
of France. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Reign of Charles X.-Revolution of 1830.-Accession of Louis 
Philippe. 

16th September, 182._9tb August, 1830. 

THE nearer this history draws to its close, the more the 
difficulties are multiplied on all sides for the writer. It is 
under the impression of recent facts, it is the day after a. 
violent shock, brought about by passions that are still ardent, 
it is in the face of a great number of men who are expiating 
their faults by misfortune, and who have all a right of appeal
ing to PG?terit;r ~om ~he prccip~tate judgments p~ t~~~~on
temporar~es,-lt 18 anudst such c~rcumstances"thSt-'1: lB:}roper 
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to remember that the first duty of the historian is to speak 
the truth, not in the interest of an opinion or a party, but 
110lely in that of morality and for the instruction of all It 
is therefore of the greatest importance that, in relating facta, 
the narrator should never lose sight of the aouroe from which 
they have sprung ; he must say to himself, on the one part, 
that popular news have not always been inspUed by disin
terested, generous, and sincerely patriotic motives ; and, on 
the other part, that the acta justly condemned by public 
opinion, and the results of which have been so disaatroas, 
have not all been conceived in Uaoughts of hatred and anger : 
he will then reoogniae, without doubt, that many of these 
acta, the fruits of deplorable error, have had their birth in 
sentiments which honour humanity the most. These con
siderations are particnJarly applicable to Charles X. : full of 
prejudices, and in his heart attached to the old rlgime "W'hilBt 
living under the new one ; a Catholic and pious king, at a 
period when Catholicism excited more mistrust than fervour 
in the most iniluential party in the nation, he ootlsidered the 
men who had defended the ReVolution as the culpable anthon 
of the long calamities ; he pel'IIUilded. himself; as did many 
of these who BUl'I'Ounded. him, that by re-establishing old in
stitutions, he should restore to the monarchy ita ancient 
splendour, and to France a lonafuture of peace and aeourity; 
by endeavouring to gain this object, he thought he 'W88 per
forming a I!8Cl'ed. duty, and when once entered upon the path 
which led to the abyss, he marched towards it with a film 
step, an elevated brow, and his hand upon his conscience. 

Charles X., in the course of an already long career, had 
shown himself to be one of the small number of men whoae 
politioa.l conduct presented no variation, and who had had very 
rarely to reproach them.aelves with having made a conceasioo 
to opinions they did not share. The French were aware oC 
the danger, and had for a long time foreseen the storms oC 
the new reign ; neverthete., euch is the power of gracious 
language and affability of manners, and such is, in France, 
the f'acility with which the people, forgetting first impraiODB, 
often pass from prepoesession to hope, that the acceasion ofthe 
new king appeared at first to be popular. "No more~ •JJe 
said to the guard who prevented the people from a~ 
ing him. This expression, with several others as happy, and 
particularly the suppression of the censorship, were favourable 
presages at the opening of this reign. But ~en liberating 
the press, Charles X. did not at all repudia~~-
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bility of the acts of a ministry branded by it ; on the con
trary, he accepted it, declaring his formal intention of main
taining it in power. Then they who had been too prom~ 
in their hopes were disabused, and public opinion spoke 
strongly against a series of unpopular projecta IIUCClell8ively 
presented to the chambers by the crown, with a frightful 
rapidity. One of these, into which the minister had skil
fully insinuated the project for the conversion of the funds 
into three per cents., granted a milliard to emigration as &11. 

indemnification ; another re-established religious communi
ties of women ; another attached degrading and atrociOUB 
penalties to profima.tions and thefts committed in churches ; 
in certain cases, sacrilege was punished with the same severity 
as parricide ; but the projects which wounded public intereete 
the most seriously and created moat resentment, tended to 
raise obstacles to the division of property, by creating, in 
successions, a privilege in favour of primogeniture, in default 
of a wish or will formally exprell!ed by the testator. All 
these projects, dictated under the influence of the old 
emigrants of the congregation, were conceived in a spirit 
contrary to that of the Revolutiol1. The Chamber of Deputies 
adopted them ; that of the peers combated some of them 
with succees ; it succeeded in removing from them the most 
offensive articles, and shared, for some time, the popular 
favour with the royal courts. 

These acts of the government were interrupted. in 182~ 
by the solemnities of the consecration : Charles X. appea;;;d 
at Reims S1llTOUD.ded by the ancient pomp of regal majesty ; 
he there took the oath to the Charter, and received the crown 
from the hands of the archbishop, in the midst of an anti
quated ceremony, not at all in harmony with the manners of 
the age, and in which the new generation could see nothing 
but an act of deference towards the clergy. 

The hDeral party increased, and drew fresh strength from 
all the errors of power : it beheld with pride Benjamin 
Constant, Royer Collard, and Casimir Perier at its bead, in 
the elective chamber ; but it had to deplore an immense 
loes,-Foy was no more. A hundred thousand citizens, the 
most; respected in commerce, the bar, literature, and the 
army, attended his obeequies, and protested 'with energy 
against the proceedings of the government, by adopting his 
children in the name of his country, over the open gravo of 
their father, the most redoubtable and the most eloquent 
adversary of ministers. The oourl sa.,g ,,1,1QtJ@g.dl~ka sedi-
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tious movement in this striking manifestation of the feelings 
of a great people ; it was still following the dangerous path 
into which its own prejudices and the impatient wishes of a 
great part of the nobility and clergy urged it, when the 
most terrible enemy they had recently had to encounter, 
threw down his gage to the congregation and the Jesuits. 
M. de Montlosier, the ancient champion of the old feudal 
liberties and the prerogatives of the aristocracy, denounced 
the vast organization of the congregation as dangerous to 
the maintenance of religion in France, and to the safety of 
the state ; and M. de Frayssinous having, in the tribune, 
allowed the admission of the existence of the Jesuits in 
France to escape him, M. de Montlosier made, against their 
re-establishment, an energetic appeal to the laws of the 
state, before the Royal Court of Paris. This court having 
declared itself incompetent to prosecute them, M. de Mont
losier immediately addressed himself to the Chamber of Peers, 
which, upon the arguments of M. de Portalis, received the 
petition favourably. in that which concerned the existence or 
a religious society not legally authorized, and ordered it to 
be referred to the president of the council This was pro
nouncing against the congregation : the latter was not long 
in avenging itself: on that very day the resolution was taken 
to fetter the press, which denounced the Jesuits to the 
country, and to stifle the opposition of the Chamber of Peen, 
which called down upon them the rigours of the law. 

The threat of the first project bad not to be waited for 
long. M. de Peyronnet presented, in the early part of1827, 
to the Chamber of Deputies, the law tmder which the liberty 
of the press was to be destroyed ; he defended it against the 
desperate attacks of the c8te gauche, designating it 88 a ltRo 
of justice and love. As soon 88 known, it excited a universal 

, demonstration of public opinion. The French Academy 
honoured itself by protesting against it, upon the proposition 
of M. Charles de Lacretelle, warmly supported by MM. 
Chiteaubriand, Lemercier, J ouy, Michaud, Joseph Droz, 
Alexandre Duval, and Villemain, and a committee gf its 
members was chosen to supplicate the king to withdraw so 
fatal a project. Charles X. refused to receive the committee, 
and responded to this act of courageous independence by 
chastisements. He dismissed from their employments. 
MM. V illemain, Lacretelle, and even Michaud himself, the 
author of the learned H i8toire des Croisade8, one of the oldest 
and most faithful servants of royalty. The law;- Arl'~,pt....:l by 
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the Chamber of Deputies, met with a violent opposition in 
that of the peers. The minister perceived that, if this 
chamber accepted it, it would cut out from it at least all the 
most rigorous clauses ; he avoided this dangerous ordeal, by 
withdrawing his project. The people gave the monarch 
credit for this wise determination : Paris was illuminated, 
and cries of Vive le rui I resounded amidst fewx de jQie and 
popular acclamations. 

Charles X, who offended, without knowing it, all the 
national sympathies, attached great value to the affection 
of the French for his person : for a length of time he had 
felt hurt at the silence of the people as he passed along, 
and after having been witness of the intoxication of the 
Parisians upon the occasion of the withdrawal of the law 
upon the press, he ordered a review of the national guard 
for the following Sunday. Upon that day, the whole of 
Paris 1locked to the Champ de Mars, where sixty thousand 
men were under arms. The king passed through the ranks, 
and appeared satisfied with his reception ; and yet, almost 
from all parts, a cry of disapproval of the ministers was 
mingled with that of Vive l.e rQi I Some voices insulted, 
unknown to the monarch, the princesses who were present 
at the review, and one battalion, on defiling before the 
minister of finance, uttered energetic and threatening im
precations. The king had already pronounced some gracious 
words, when, upon the report of the princesses, and the 
warm remonstrances of MM. de Villela and de Corbi~re, 
he thought it his duty to avenge the offended members of 
his family and his council ; but he made no distinction 
between the innocent and the guilty, and confounded them 
in an inconsiderate chastisement : on the day after this 
review, Paris learnt with absolute stupor that the national 
guard was dissolved. The press broke forth in menaces, but 
was fettered immediately after the sessions by the arbitrary 
re-establishment of the censorship. A violent opposition 
against this imprudent order for dissolution was supported 
in the Chamber of Peers, and even manifested itself in that 
of the deputies, where the minority, hostile to the ministers, 
increased every day in strength : a great number of members 
belonging to all opinions had already declared that, although 
a recent law had consecrated the septenaJity of the legislature, 
the mandate they had received from the electors did not 
extend beyond five years, and that they coult}..:no_!;,~C(<!nse
quently, sit longer in the chamber. M. Dde'eVffi~tNit&wi'le 
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thought he could better 88S1ll'e the duration of his pow«
and the execution of his projects by a new aepi;emUal cham
ber, more docile ~ his wilL He consulted the prefects with 
:regard to the spirit of their departments, and gai;bered, from 
their aoswers, the fruit of the serviliiy which he ~equired 
from public functionaries. Almost all agreed in promising 
him electiOWI favourable to his system. Strong in theee 
8118U1"9.D.Ces, he no longer hesitated, and in November, 1827. 
appeared the ordinancea by which the Chamber of Deputies 
was dissolved, the electoral colleges were convoked, and 
seventy-six peerages created, for the most part in favour of • 
the members of the majority of the old chamber and of gr-. 
proprietors, whose fortune alone recommended tllem to the 
royal choice. 

The pl"e88, according to the formal text of the law, became 
free again aa soon as the disaolution of the chamber WWJ 
pronounced ; ita energetic and active influence, in OODj11110-
tion with the vigilance of the electors, triumphed this time 
over the fraudulent manteuvres of the a,dminisn.tion. In 
Paris all the elections were liberal, and popular enthusiaalll 
manifested itself in noisy rejoicing, to which a violst but 
perhaps necessary repression gave the cbaracter of a riot. 
Blood flowed in the Rue Saint Denis : the ministry appearell 
still more odious after these troubles, and was accused, 
according to custom, of having provoked them. The elec
tions of all the departments were soon known. and France 
learnt that an imposing constitutional majority had this time 
iasued from the electoral urns. In vain M. de Vill& en
deavoured to retain power by sacrificing such of his colleaguas 
as were most decried by public opinion ; in vain did he 
exhaust all kinds of combinations to form a fresh council in 
harmony with the new chamber, and into which he might 
himself enter : he avowed his weakness, and fell before the 
national will, which he had for so long a time misund.erstood 
or opposed. 

The council of which he was a member had, duriug an 
administration of seven years, disdained the dominani opi
nion by injuring numerous interests dear to the middle classes; 
and whilst, by its unpopular acts, it waa accumulating new 
and formidable resentments against power, it every day a!» 
took away some strength, some means of resistance from 
authority. By transforming the agents of power into blind 
instruments to its will, it lowered them ; it injured the army 
by its indulgences for those who ~ted mnon,rellirioua 
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conversions in the regiments ; it alienated the royal courts by 
condemning their sentences ; and the university by closing 
its normal achool, and by suspending the courses of two illus
trious professors, MM. Guizot and Cousin, whose earnest and 
profound instructions then divided with the eloquent lessons 
of :M. de Villemain, the attention of studious youth. The 
ministry, in short, by dissolving the national guard of Paris, 
struck almost all France in every family of the capital, and 
deprived itself beforehand of every means of conciliation in 
the event of a struggle against an eusperated population. 
This waa the second time, in the courae of fifteen years, that 
the royalist party, in posselllion of power, lost it by its own 
fanlts ; and if it waa impoaai.ble that the reigning dynasty 
could ever identify itaelf in heart and thought with the 
nation ; if it was said that there never could exist concord 
between France and the Revolution and the race of 
Charles X. ; ~ in shori, this race "W88 already condemned 
in the mysterious decrees of Providence, it .must be admitted 
that the administration of MM. de VillMe and Corbiere, 
whilst hastening this catastrophe, CODtributed powerfully to 
diminiah the perils of it. It was this ministry, in fact, 
which, bef~d, rendered a loug and mmguinary struggle 
but little probable, by rallying round the Charter all the 
bodies of the state and almost all classes of the nation, 
by the sentiment of a common danger and a. unanimous 
reprobation. 

Some acts, however, of a better policy, were the work of 
the ministry, in ita financial operations, and in its foreign 
relations. M. de Villele favoured the ascending movement . 
of the credit of France, the eft'orts of its manufacturing 
industry and its foreign commerce. He waa not able, a.s he 
wished, after the example of the English nation, to make 
France acknowledge the independence of the Spanish 
colonies; but at least he Cll1l.!!8d the ancient colony of St. 
Domingo to be emancipated by a royal ordinance, under the 
condition of a. considerable indeumification, to the profit of 
the dispossessed colonists, and, by the treaty of the 6th ot 
July, the French government united with England a.nd 
Russia to bring about the termination of hostilities between 
Turkey and Greece. The son of Mahomet Ali, Ibrahim 
Pa.cba, at the command of the sultan, was then in the 
Morea with a formidable fleet, having on board a great. part 
of the military forces of Egypt ; the exhausted Greeks must 
have been totally ruined but for the JiWD,@s~xgi~ the 
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powers. Ibrahim refused to observe the armistice prescribed 
by them, and this refusal produced the glorious battle, in 
which the French squadron, under Admiral de Rigny, united 
with the English and Ruseia.n squadrollB, bombarded and 
annihilated the Egyptian fleet in the port of Navarino. 
This victory saved Greece, and made a nation of it ; France 
learnt the news of it with joy, and hailed in it the glorious 
dawn of a happy future. This enthusiasm was shared by 
the English nation, which took pleasure in attributing the 
honour of this triumph to the great_miniaterwhoee loss it then 
deplored : Canning was no more. Storms threatened in the 
two extremities of Europe. The emperor Alen.nder died 
in 1825, and the emperor Nicholas, his brother, called to the 
throne in consequence of the renunciation of his elder 
brother, the archduke Constantine, only succeeded in 
ascending it after sanguinary conflicts, which presaged an 
unsettled reign. About the same time, after the death of 
King John VI., Dpn Pedro, the eldest of his BOJ18, renouncing 
the crown of Portugal in favour of his daughter, Dona 
Maria, gave a constitution to that kingdom, under the 
auspices of England : the friends of the absent Don Migue1, 
the partisans of absolute power, prepared to have recourse to 
arms ; civil war was already kindled among the Portuguese, 
whilst in the neighbouring kingdom of Spain, a tyrannical 
and senseless prince kept the people in a state of anarchy 
by his despotism. The rest of Europe was quiet. France 
appeared to be entering upon a better course, and obtained 
for some time a ministry which understood her requirements, 
and which seemed disposed to respond to her wishes. 

The new council was formed on the 4th of January, 1828. 
Its members were MM. de Ma.rtignac, Portalis, Ia. Ferronays, 
de Ca.ux, de Saint Cricq, and Hyde de Neuville, to whom 
the king afterwards added MM. de V atimesnil and Feutrier, 
bishop of Beauvais. M. de Ma.rtignac, endowed with a 
judicious mind, full of amenities, a ready and brilliant 
orator, gave, by his talent,hisnameto this cabinet, of which no 
minister obtained the~· dency. The Chamber of Deputies, 
presided over by M. r-Collard, whom seven colleges had 
elected, in the first p assailed the late ministry in its 
address to the king, and was afterwards on the point of 
impeaching it. The situation of the new cabinet was doubly 
difficult. Most of its members had given too few pledges to 
liberal opinions to satisfy France, and did not offer enough to 
royalist opinions to satisfy the court : hence the-exi2encea of 

DIQitlzed by \....:.Ot>g l e 
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a double opposition, and the mistrust of the monarch ; hence, 
also, the rapid fall of this ministry : but, during its short 
period of power, it be!ltowed important laws upon the 
country. One of these, satisfactory for the press, abolished 
the censorship ; others admitted speciality in the great 
divisions of the budget, permanency of the electoral lists, 
control over ministerial measures in election matters, and 
gave the three legislative branches of power the right of 
interpreting the laws. 
· In its foreign relations, the miDistry responded to the 
wishes of France for the safety of the Greeks, by sendiDg 
fifteen thousand men into the Morea, under General Maison. 
Ibrahim retired before them, Greece was freed, and Capo 
d'Istria founded a regular government there. In tne in
terior, obstacles multiplied every day under the steps of the 
members of the cabinet ; they prosecuted their painful taslr, 
however, with courage. Their most difficult triumph was 
the deprivation of the Jesuits, which they obtained by two 
royal ordinances of the month of June, of which one inter
dicted the direction of eight secondary ecclesiastical schools 
to any person belonging to an unauthorized congregation, 
and the other took away from the bishops the direction of 
those schools or little seminaries. These ordinances were 
the most painful concessions that Charles X. made to the 
demands of the age : no sacrifice cost him more. The con
gregation felt itself wounded to the heart by them ; it broke 
out into anathemas against the minister who had signed 
them, and from all parts cries of reprobation and anger were 
poured into the Iring's ears. The remembrance of the forced 
concessions which the monarch had made to his ministers, 
soon changed the mistrust which they inspired him with into 
hatred ; and from that time he did not see without a secret 
satisfaction the inconsiderate conduct of the cOte ga:uche. 
This party, the organ of almost all France, alarmed, as the 
country itself was, by the presence in the chamber of a. 
numerous minority, imbued with doctrines irreconcilable 
with the national views and intel'e&ts, and convinced, besides, 
of the indestructible prejudices, of the indissoluble ties which 
united the reigning dynasty to this minority, sought above 
everything to prevent its recall to power, and demanded 
rather strong guarantees against it, than wise institutions for 
France. It was this which principally tended to give, in 
1828 and 1829, a character of impatience ~-~)?JPfound 
irl"itation to th~ majority of the assembly. o;r!flie' .ldng-ael!eived 
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himself 88 to the real causes of the exigenoes of the GGIICN. 
He considered his council 88 the true expreaaion of the c:cJR
stitutional party, and took: pleasure in repeating, that DO 

ministry, no concession upon the part of the crown, would 
be capable of satisfying the liberals : he hoped the time 
would oome, in which the ministers, whom he believed to have 
been imposed upon him by public opinion, would be con
demned by it, and thought be should find, in their pop1l1ar 
disgrace, a motive or a pretext for returuing to those electiecl 
by his own choice. 

At this period, Charles X. made a journey into the 
departments of the east ; the favourable reception givea to 
him by the crowd, everywhere eager to see a king, abaaed 
him with respect to the inclinations of the public mind, md a
check which the ministry experienced in the chamber, COD

firmed him in the intention of executing his fatal dfiBips. 
Two important projects of laws, one upon the orgauia.iila 
of the municipal councils, the other upon that of \he depari
mental and arrondissement oouncila, had been presented to 
the Chamber of Deputies. The extreme drotU, out of hMred 
for the ministers, forgot.itl!l own doctrines of 1815 upon the 
local franchises : it rejected the ministerial project.& as too 
democratical, and came to an undemanding with the de 
g~, whose views they did not perfecUy satisfy, to COD

damn them, even before the discussion waa opened. The 
chamber paid no attention to the difficulties of the position 
of the ministry, and the latter hastily withdrew the two 
projects. The court rejoiced at this defeat of the ~; 
Charles X. from that moment decreed, in his own mind, tile 
diaaolution of his council, and on the 8th of August, 1829. 
after the vote of the budget for 1830, and the close of the eea
sion, appeared the ordinance which created the new llliniatry. 

Three remarkable meo, the prince de Polignac md lOl. 
de Ia Bomdonnaye and de Bourmont, were inscribed upon 
the list 88 a challenge thrown to France. The first of theee, 
though otherwiee endowed with most estimable qualities, 
W88 the exponent of the congregational party ; the aeoood 
repreeented, in all that it oontained of the mea 'Violent, the 
unpopular chamber of 1816; the third, an ancient leader of 
the Chouana, was only known to the people and the army 
88 a renegade at Waterloo. MM. de Blacas and de Dumas 
had bad the ~ hand in the formation of the new 
cabinet : the latter of these, known for his unCODBti*utional 
·1octrinea, had just been named governor to the duke de 

o;g;,;,ed by Goog I e 
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Bordeaux : the counter-revolution waa thus openly an·· 
DOUDced. But France had acquired strength since she 
became p<>llll88l8d of the Charter ; she had obtained from the 
:ministry of Martignac, in tae law upon the press, and in the 
electoral Jaw, two eft'ecave weapcms agai.nR arbitrary power ; 
abe was in a condition to resist, and she did resist. On the 
8th of August, the oar of the mOII&I'Chy was launched upon 
a steep declivity, and urged on towards the abyss. 

As 80011. 811 the names of the new ministers were known, 
the country ..amed an imposing attitude ; the pl'ei!B paaaed 
by turns from anger to pity, from disdain to threats j the . 
society .A~ u citll ttWlmJ (Help th~ and Heaven will 
help thee) prepared, in the eftllt of the disaolution of the 
chamber, resistaDce by meana of the eleebOIUI, and in all 
parts of the kingdom a vut uaociation wu formed to 
prevent and oontend apinst the ctte.ded imposition of illegal 
tues. The court saw nothiugin these great and formidable 
movements of She D&tioDal mind, but the symptoms of a 
conapiracy, whose aim wu the ovenhrow of the throne. If 
there was then a conspiracy, u mUBt be allowed thai it waa 
almost the whole of France openly conspiring to save the 
Charter in peril Expoeed to auch distrust, to such violent 
attacks, the council COBtinued to pro*est ita respect for the 
institutions of the country. M. de Boardonnaye was sacri
&ed by hie colleagues to She public opinion, aud the ministry, 
presided oftl" by M. de Polignac, appeared at laat before the 
chamber. 

Charlea X. when displaying for the last time, on the hd 
of March, &ll the pomps of royalty, declared, in the preeenoe 
of the deputies and the peers united, his firm intention to 
maintain equally intact the institutions of the country and 
the prerogatives of the cro'WII. The address of the deputies 
in reply to She speech from the throne, pointed out to the 
king the composition of his new cabinet 811 cJanserous and 
menacing for public liberty: two hundred and twenty-one 
members, agaiust a hundred and eighty-one, voted this 
memorable addl'ei!B. The king was offended at it, he com
plained in his reply of a refuaal of concurrence which it did 
not expreee, and terminMed by &DDouncing that his resolu
tions were known, and should be immutable. The chamber 
was prorogued and afterwards disaolved. The king iseued 
the ordinance which convoked the electoral ool1egea again : 
France was prepared to reply, and the ~h1Jildfed and 
twenty-one who had signed the addrees'Were"'IW'~ 
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The COUllcil in the mP.an time had endeavoured to acquire 
some popularity by means of a military success, and an a.tfront 
offered to the French consul by the Dey of Algiers, presented 
the ministel'll with a happy opportunity for clearing the aea 
of the Barbary pirates. An expedition against Algiers waa 
ordered ; M. de Bourmont had the command of the army, 
Admiral Duperr6 that of the fleet. The city was taken, and 
the court1ers received with transport the news of this brilliant 
conquest ; but the people took little part in their joy ; they 
conceived that this triumph would only render them more 
bold, aDd feared that it would take away more from the 
liberties of the nation than it would add to its glory. 

The political struggle at length approached its term ; the 
general result of the elections was known, and the will of the 
country proved not less immutable than that of the monarch. 
The cabinet was about to face a more compact, a more im
patient, and a more hostile majority. The greater part of 
the majority, however, did not wish for the overthrow of the 
throne ; they were sincerely constitutional ; but then, as in 
1791, the court, to its misfortune, could not distinguish the 
constitutionalists from the radical revolutionists ; it persisted 
in seeing the danger, the scourge of France, in the Charter, 
which really was the egis and the safety of the dynasty. To 
be devoted to the constitution was, in the eyes of the court, 
to be the enemies of the prince : it was thus that, refusing ita 
11Upport to the men who wished for the Charter with the 
Bourbons, the court constrained them to look for support 
against itself to those who wished to have it without the 
Bourbons, of whom this deplorable and invincible prejudice 
hastened the fall. The dynasty leaned over the abyss; it had 
arrived at that fatal point at which the most infallible symp
toms of the fall of governments manifest themselves. Almost 
all the men eminent either in science or talent had pasaed 
over into the ranks of the opposition, and thoee even who had 
the most energetically supported this dynasty in its origin, 
those who would have had the greatest personal interest in 
maintaining it in the constitution.nl paths which they had 
traced out for it, had, for the most part, become leaders of the 
majority hostile to its government : in t~hort, inspiring an 
invincible mistrust in the nation by tho successes themS6h
which, in other times, would have strengthened it authority, 
it saw the country repulse the glorywhichit presented to it. d 
!-he opinion of a great number impute to it as crime not only 
1ts faults, but even the calamities it endeavo t : 
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many .departments were, in fact, desolated by numerous con
:ftagrations, and public rumour wildly and wrongfully went so 
far as to reproach the government with being the author of 
these crimes. 

The period for the convocation of the chambers approached, 
and the spirit of vertigo, the forerunner of the ruin of em
pires, penetrated from all parts into the palace of the king of 
France. Strange reports circulated at St. Cloud, the residence 
of the court, where the imposing manifestations of the public 
mind were attributed to the pernicious influence of a directing 
committee : it was it alone, it was said, that severed France 
from its king. If the public funds bad fallen since the 
nomination of the ministry, it was the work of the directing 
committee ; if the populations of the cities of the south gave 
a striking and glorious welcome to General La Fayette on his 
return from the United States, where be bad enjoyed the 
greatest triumph a man can be ambitious o:( it was the direct
ing committee that bad commanded their acclamations ; 

. if the people, on the contrary, remained cold and almost in
different to the conquest of Algiers, it was the directing 
committee that prescribed the silence : if the members of this 
coJDIDittee could be discovered, and an example made of some 
of them, it would be quite sufficient to make everything 
immediately return to order and obedience : the revolution 
and the revolutionist!!, must be put an end to. The name of 
Napoleon was in all mouths; those who but lately loaded him 
with insults, could now find no praise sufficiently strong for 
his genius ; he must be imitated, and, as he had done, recourse 
must be had to foroe and audacity. The army would be 
faithful, the bourgeoisie bad given in its resignation, the 
national guard of Paris had allowed itself to be disarmed, and 
they might reckon on the multitude. Had not some cbar
bonniers and strong fellows from the markets come in 
procession to St. Cloud ; had not they said to the king, what 

· ~ been repeated by the court with so much satisfaction : 
• N aitre charbonniw est maitre ella lui '/ (Is not every man 

master in his own house ~) After that, could it be doubted 
that the people would be loyal, and would be heart and hand 
for the crown 1 Such were the speeches of those whom the 
kiDg admitted to his intimate circle : the only person who 
could have combated with sucoese a rash resolution which she 
did not approve o:( Madame Ia Dauphine, was absent, and 
everything contributed to abuse the unfortunate prince, 
already too much disposed to deceive bimselfio,~d was 
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obedient to a higher and a still more irreai8tible influence : 
Charles X.,-and in this his first ministw reeembled him,
Cb&rlee x. beliem he had a great mia&on to aooomplish ; J.e 
considered it as a aacred duty to sti1le liberalism, to eatabliah 
hla government upon religious a.ud :mooardUcal baaee; Uld he 
aaft"End him8elf to be peraaded that the l'th article m 
the Charter, which authorUed the Jring to i8l8 ontinucea 
for the .mty of the state, libwiee authorUed him to dmate 
from legal metbOda, if the et.ate in cJaaser oould not be aved 
by legality. In ma eyes, the .mty of the IDOIW"Cby depeoded 
upon the maint.aance of ma miniltry and of the triumph m 
the throne over a chamber which he accuaed of wishiDg to 
mertlmnr it, and he did DOS believe that he was tearing the 
Obarler, he wu not knowingly perjured, by having l"tiCCiifW) 

to this fatal article to 'riolate i~ The bleeding image of hiB 
broUu!r wu OODBtantly before ma 8Y'JI : "Louis XVL," .ua 
he, "wu led to the IIC&ftOld iJr having always yie]ded t' aad 
Ohuiee X., forptingib&t_thegreat art ofgovemiagcoD.lli.lt.B 
in knowing how properly to employ CCIIl08DiOD. aad l'elliaUiace, 
thought to save ma he.d and his crown by never yielctiug. 

In the latter days of J"uly, the kiug,.. iDftexibly det.er
mined: his ministry still deliberated, and whether it luwit.W, 
or whether it wished to deceive pab1ic opinioa, officialleU.ea, 
appointing a con'90Clatioo for the 2nd of August, were eeat 
to the members of the two c1wnber& Some 'YOi.oea were 
railed in the 0011DCil.pn.t the dangeia of violeot and illegal 
meuare1 ; bat the 1riDg, interpreting all refualaa a ,...,.Jmeas, 
.. a abandcmment in the JDOID8Dt ol danger, aad ha'riag 
thua transformed the queatioR of .we inio a question of 
honour, a deplorable de't'Otion wu aJoDe JWeoed to. On the 
J6th of J"uly, the JEOIIfliiMao pvhlisbed an. eepoN of motnea 
drawn up by 11. de Ohantelaue, followed by the r...o. 
ordinancM, Biped tlae day before, which 111ppreMied t.be 
liberty of the preea, ammlled the laat e1ectioDa, ad cr.t.ed a 
new electoral ayatem. .All the IDmisten then in Paris were 
deairoaa of llbariDg the 1"88p0DDIi.bi1ity of thee& ordiMMA!! ; they r 

"WeteOOUDteraiped .PriRoede PoltgrwMJ, ~ eo... de 
P~ Mon4W, 0...0.. de~ :&twoa ~ tMil 
lJaroR d' H-.... The member of the oounail moet eapab1e 
of ordering the military ~ iDd.iepemabte for pre
paring the exeooticm of them, BourmOilt, the war minjet.er, 
wu still in Africa : the prince de Polignac took ::LJ.ce, 
ad moh wu his oonidenoe in 8U008IB, that he DO 
extraordioary prepazationa to ..ure it. o;g;,;,ed by Goog I e 
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A prolonged and heavy murmur at first replied in Paris 
to the publication of the ordinanoee, which, by destroying 
the Charter, broke every tie which bound the nation to 
the throne. The next day, an almost UD&Dimous feeling 
electrified all hearts ; the multitude aet the example of an 
heroic struggle, and the better part of the population 
seconded this movement. A tho111!811d barricades were 
quickly thrown up amidst cries of VM1e la Marte I and royal 
emblems and ensigns of the monarchy were beaten down in. 
all parts. Paris waa then placed in. a state of siege ; Marshal 
Marmont, duke of Ragusa, charged with the command-in.~ 
c:h.ief, led the troops against the insurrectionary population ; 
but La Fayette had reappeared amongst them, and his 
venerated hand once more displayed the triooloured flag. 
The national guard, diseolved by Charles X., responded to 
the appeal of the illustrious veteran of liberty, by rallying 
under the popular ooloors ; every street, every square, was a 
glorious field of battle for the Parisians. After a contest of 
three days, the public liberties were saved, and the people 
were quiet. During the oourae of these three days, the 
oourae of legal justice had been interropted, the tribunals 
had remained closed ; and yet, 811Ch was, upon the people, 
during and after action, the impression of the justice of their 
eause, that they fought for the laws as if executing their 
aentenoee, and that it might be said, after the victory, that 
the laws had never oeaaed to reign sovereignly in. Paris. 

By the side of the grand spectacle of the capital in arms 
for the defimce of its in.stitutions and ita hOerties, that whioh 
the interior of the royal residence at St. Cloud presented was 
not wit~ut ita interest. Some courtiers brought up to 
dignities, tboee whose reason was enlightened by the immi
nence of the peril and the experience of misfortune, gtew 
pale on reading the ordinances of July, and concealed their 
~ appzehellllions in an unquiet, diapproving l!ilenoe; 
whilst the men who, at every moment, besieged the ear of the 

• prince, those also who, in. an inferior rank, peopled his court, 
• for the most part abandoned themselves to an inaensate joy. 

A severe example, cried they, was oalled for ; Charles X., 
by their account, was about to in11ict a mortal blow upon the 
Jacobina: Charles X. had at length acted like a monarch: 
from that day only he was king. This rash crowd puaed 
quickly to a rage and a despair as blind aa their intoxication 
had been ; but he who, in the paJace, almost alone among so 
many, excited a warm interest in his ~Jl., o~~l@lthor 
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and the first victim of this amazing catastrophe : it was the 
king. He concealed in public, from all eyes, beneath his 
impassible brow, the secret of his heart-rending emoUooa. 
Filled with that sentiment which the mind experiences 
when it believes it is discharging a great and painful duty. 
penetrated with confidence in heavenly protection. and deaf 
in appearance to the dismal voice of the tocsin which 1101Ulded 
from afar the last hour of the monarchy, Charles X. sought 
at the foot of the altar the oonfidence he could no longer 
look: for around him : there is no doubt he would have re
proached himself with shaking, by a sign of weakness, the 
remains of firmness in the hearts of his servants, and depriT
ing them of all hope, by appearing himself to despair of his 
fortunes. There had been on his part, in the latter acta of 
his reign, a strange illusion, an immense error ; but there 
was also majesty in the serene look of the old moD&rCb, still 
firm and resigned upon the crumbling wreck of his throDe. 

On the morning of the 29th, the contest continued in the 
capital with the increase of energy given to the people by 
the enthusiasm of the successes of the day before. Then 
the personages of the court whose counsels had for a long 
time been serviceable to the prince, ventured again to raise 
their voices, and conjured him to revoke his fatal ordinances. 
M. de ~on ville, grand referendary of the Chamber of Peers, 
hastened to St. Cloud, and made a last and prudent effort to 
conciliate the vanquished authority of the monarch with the 
power of the irritated people. The king refused to give faith 
to the extent of the danger : at length, when Ma.rmont had 
evacuated Paris and appeared at St. Cloud with his shattered 
battalions, Charles X. yielded, he revoked his ordinances, and 
charged the duke of Mortemart with the compoSition of a 
ministry. But it was no longer time; too much blood had 
:fl.owed: the municipal commission ofParis,composed spontane
ously of MM. Jacques Laffitte, Mauguin, Audry de Puyraveau, ' 
de Schonen, Lobau, and Casimir Perier, rejected the overtures 
of the court : the danger of the latter increased every hour, 
whole regiments passed over to the ranks of the patriots, the 
people of the country '\Vere everywhere in a state of insur
rection, and Paris was on the point of pouring like a :fl.ood 
upon St. Cloud. In the night of the 29th to the 30th of 
July, Charles X. gave orders for going to V eraaillea. When 
by the earliest dawn of day he traversed for the last time the 
chambers of the palace, for so long the scenes of royal pomps 
and splendour, when, surrounded by his familv> 'he.mntem-

oiQitlzed of'~Ou6._\: 



A.D. 1830.) THE CONSIITOTIONAL CHARTER. 705 

plated the child whose glorious destinies had been hailed by 
hundreds of thousands of voices, when he saw him ready to 
go with him toward the land of exile, then tears cow"Sed 
·down the cheeks of the dethroned old man, a.nd painful 
feelings stided his speech. A few hours later, Charles X. 
was at Trianon, and the conquering Parisians at St. Cloud. 

Nevertheless, it was very much to be dreaded that the 
union maintained among the citizens of the immense capital, 
-during the struggle, might be broken at the moment they 
~ould proceed to the choice of a new government. Some 
were anxious for a republic ; but the bloody image of the 
Convention arose between their wishes and those of France : 
-others, and these formed an immense majority, desired the 
maintenance of the representative forms ; but in order to 
preeerve them, a man must be found whom a particular posi
tion elevated above all others, and who would have given 
incontestable pledges of his devotion to public liberty. This 
man existed ; France poaseeeed him in the person of the 
duke of Orleans. When very young, at the period of the . 
Revolution, this prince had adopted the national colours and 
fought in the first great battles in which the republican 
.armies illustrated themselves. When a proscript, he had 
never presented himself to foreigners in the character of a 
supplicant, or of an auxiliary against his country ; he had 
preserved, by the help of his talents, an honourable inde
pendence. When re-established in his titles and dignities, he 
.braved, during sixteen years, the coldness of the court, and 
caused a popular education to be given to his sons ; he had 
been the friend of Foy, and was still aaaociated with men 
eminent in literature, science, or the tribune. Dragged by 
the Parisians from his delightful residence of Neuilly, and 
from all the moderate pleasures of his family life, he yielded 
to their desires, he entered the city amidst the acclamations 
of the people, and was proclaimed lieutenant-general of the 
kingdom. 

The deputies convoked by Charles X. for the 3rd of 
August, arrived in great numbers, and gave their earliest 

-attention to the revision of the Charter, several clauses of 
which, for a long time condemned by public opinion, were 
modified or suppressed. Thus the Catholic religion ceased 
to be recognised as that of the state, and the famous 14th 
article did not appear at all in the new Charter : the liberty 
of the press was irrevocably established . in tJVs~R~~t: by 
the abolition of the censorship ; the chaml>ers~ as 

2 z 
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well as the monarch, the initiative in the pl"eeleelta.tion of 
projects of laws; it was decreed that commissions and extra
ordinary tribunals oould no longer be created, and that 
France should resume her triooloured standard : the age of the 
deputies was fixed at thirty years, and the duration of their 
mandate at .five years; it was agreed that the constitution 
of the Chamber of Peers should be ulteriorly discus!led, and 
this decision afterwards produced the abolition of -aa 
hereditary pee~<YO ; and, lastly, the preamble, by wbieh 
Louis XVIII. was declared to grcmt the Charter to his sub
jects, was suppressed, as wounding the national dignity. The 
Charler, thus modified, was followed by particular disposi
tions, in which the deputies abolished all the peerages of the 
creation of Charles X, and declared that it was urgent fOI' 
France to obtain by separate laws,-1st, the application of 
the jury to offences of the press and to political offences; 
2nd, the responsibility of the ministers and other agents of 
power ; 3rd, the re-election of deputies promoted to aalaried. 
fi.mctions; 4th, an annual vote for the contingencies of 
the army; 6th, the organization of the national gnanl, 
with the intervention of the national guards in the 
choice of their officers ; 6th, the legal assnranoe of the 
stations of the officers; 7th, departmental and municq.l 
institutions founded upon the elective system ; 8th, freedom 
of institutions ; 9th, the abolition of the double vote. The 
acceptation of the Charter, thus drawn up, became the 
formal condition of the election of a new prince to the 
throne. 

The fugitive royal family retreated from Vel"'Billes to 
Rambouillet, and when menaced by twenty thooaa.nd Parisian~~ 
who came in arms to constrain them to depart, they abandoned 
this last residence, and took their way slowly and for the 
third time into exile. On the 16th of August they embarked 
at the port of Cherbourg for England. Before quitting 
France, Charles X caused to be laid before the chambers his 
abdication and that of the dauphin his son in favour of the 
duke de Bordeaux : but the deputies, consulting the most 
pressing interest of the state and the national wish, called to 
the throne his royal highness Louis Philippe d'Or16ms, and 
his descendants from male to male in perpetuity. The peers 
immediately gave their adhesion to the views and the acts of 
t?e. deputies, and salvos of artillery announced the royal 
mttmg of the following day. Ou that day, the llth of ;tuguA, 
1830, the duke of Orleans, accompaniedobychis'el&?:i(lns, the 
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dukes de Chartres and de Nemours, repaired in grand pro
cession to the Pa.lais Bourbon, where were met the peers, 
the deputies, the diplomatic body, and a numerous assembly. 
He took his place upon a folding seat under the vacant 
throne, and after the reading of the declaration of the two 
chambers, the prince uncovered, raised his hand, and said : 
" In the presence of God, I swear to observe faithfully the 
Constitutional Charter, with the modifications exprelllled in 
the declaration ; to govem only by the laws and according 
to the laws ; to cause good and exact justice to be rendered 
to every one according to his right ; and to act in everything 
in the sole view of the interest, the happiness, and the glory 
of the French people." 

The prince, after having signed the formula of the oath, 
ascended the throne, and from that time be was recognised 
as king of 1M Frmch, under the name of Louis Philippe L 

When casting our eyes over the picture of the sixteen 
years of the Restoration, every impartial and unprejudiced 
mind must perceive that France, during the greater part of 
that period, was in a crisis from which it was to be feared she 
could not escape without a new revolution. In fact, the 
middle and most; inftuential classes found themselves, in 1814, 
in possession of advantages which were, for the most part, the 
fruits of the revolution of 1798 ; whilst the princes who were 
called to govem France were hurried away, by an almost 
irresistible impulse, in a direction contrary to the new and 
powerful interests of these classes. There was reason to dread 
that, for three generations, the throne would be occupied by 
sovereigns imbued with prejudices hostile to the national 
institutions, and entirely foreign to the movements ofthe 
public mind ; and no one was ignorant that, in virtue of the 
same erroneous notions of the divine right, which, before them, 
bad ruined the Stuarts, these princes believed themselves 
invested by God bimself with the right of overthrowing, 
whenever they judged it necessary and possible, every obstacle 
to the exercise of an arbitrary and absolute authority. The 
more this crisis was prolonged, the more passions became 
irritated, and threatened to render its issue disastrous ; 
France, in short, bad a civil war and all its horrors in per
spective, and appeared to be only able to escape this frightful 
calamity by a rapid victory, sufficiently complete to secure the 
maintenance of ita institutions. This vi~K.fo~~lef the 
t.hree days of July ; but, although free frOm all ucelJieS, and 

2 z 2 
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providential in so many respects, its results were not the 1aB 
inseparable from great and numerous dangers. . 

It is in filet only in rapidly-passing and very rare momenta 
that peoples rise above themselves, or that a profound senti
ment of duty can impose silence on the passions. There is, 
besides, in all great capitals, a considerable Dl88B of ignorant 
and grasping men, always ready to rise against any govern
ment whatever, without any other motive than that of pro
ducing a change which they believe may prove favourable to 
their private interests : these men, skilful in disguising their 
selfishness under the most honourable names, are a1so the 
most ardent, after success, in claiming for their interested 
conduct the rewards only due to true devotion. It is im
possible that the government established in consequence of 
any revolution, can satisfy the extravagant pretensions of the 
greater number of these greedy men; those it cannot content 
then vow an implacable hatred to it, and, seconded by the 
partisans of the conquered government, they are impatient to 
destroy their own work; they inflame the passions of a multi
tude always eager for novelty, and mislead them by dangerous 
illusions ; they exaggerate the picture of their sufferings, and 
talk to them of the triumph they have just obtained, as if it 
were sufficient to conquer to be from that time freed from all 
necessity for labour and from all chance of misery. Thole 
who have only fought in the hope of this end, soon persuade 
themselves that nothing is changed, because they have not 
been able to attain it ; and, incapable of appreciating by 
themselves the difference of times and circumstances, they 
consider it to be the more easy to subvert a new power, from 
its only having required an effort to destroy one which was 
consecrated by loDg existence : the mob then pours out in 
arms into the public places. It was then inevitable that the 
new royalty should soon meet with a warm opposition; and 
no other government, perhaps, ever sustained more numerous 
and more violent attack& It is its incontestable merit to 
have sought for strength where the effective and intelligent 
strength of the nation is to be found,-in the boeolU of the 
middle classes ; and to have preferred the consolidation of 
order at home, and the strengthening of peace abroad, to the 
uncertain advantages of a general war, which might have 
jeopardized the civilization of the world. 

France has resigned herself, without doubt, to painful 
sacrifices ; but if she has been wounded several tim~ since 
1830, in her affections and her sympatlfi~e'l>y~e~& <which 
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have stained with blood divers countries of Europe, she has 
not been so in her honour. The independence of Belgium, 
maintained by the entrance of French troops into its territory 
in 1831, and by the siege of the citadel of Antwerp, the 
taking of Ancona, the extension given to her conquests in 
Africa, the conservation of the hereditary government of 
Egypt in the hands of Mahomet Ali ; all these things, accom
plished in spite of the wishes and views of most of the foreign 
powers, sufficiently prove that France has lost neither her 
rank nor her influence in Europe. She is now in possession 
of most of the liberties the conquest of which cost her forty 
years of efforts and contests : privilege no longer exists above 
law ; in all careers competition is open to merit ; the 
instruction of the lower classes has received immense develop
ments; means of rapid communication everywhere afford 
new facilities for trade ; manufactures are progressing ; the 
increasing amounts of the receipts of the savings-banks, whilst 
bearing witness that the state of those classes is improved, 
offer guarantees for the future of interior security ; and for a. 
length of time public order has seldom been disturbed. 
Truth sometimes pierces through passions and prejudices, as 
a ray of the sun breaks through the darkest clouds. The 
public conscience bas spoken out after the execrable attempts 
against the royal person. France bas acknowledged that the 
Hand Divine, when protecting the king, was extended over 
her; and when, in July, 1842, she lost a. prince who had 
endeavoured to win her love before demanding her obedience, 
she proved her grief by her consternation, and her confidence 
by her calmness. Let us hope that parties, instructed by 
experience, will respect in her institutions the expression of 
the national will ; France will then excite the envy and 
admiration of all Europe ; she will know how to enjoy her 
political liberties with the calmness which strengthens them, 
and her internal prosperity, with that dignity which becomes 
one of the most illustrious nations of the world. it 

* There is no page of this "eventful history'' more astonishing or 
instructive than that which contains the hopes and anticipations of a 
sensible and learned IliAD upon the future destinies of France :-the 
lulu, the pau8t8 are all deceitful ; no human eye can foresee, no human 
mind can predict when the French revolution will terminate.-TrCUI8. 
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CONCLUSION. 

WHD, in the field of policy, we willh to embrace an exten
sive space with a glance, we must, whilst stripping ouJ."8elfts 
of every prejudice and every party feeling, follow a path 
which may lead to heights proportioned to the horimn we 
wish to discover ; this spot, whence man is able to contem
plate the past and future destinies of humanity, is history ; 
and " the light which must illumine this double horizon.,. 
says an illustrious contemporary,* "is morality, that light 
divine which emanates from God himself; and which can 
neither mislead nor fail." It is, in fact, by turning an atten
tive look upon the fourteen centuries of the French history, 
it is by interrogating the past with a sincere heart, that any 
impartial man will be capable of appreciating with m01e 
certainty the period in which he lives, and will obtain aome 
presentiment of the future. 

The picture of the French annals is of a nature to excite 
in Frenchmen, almost at every page, two opposite sentiments; 
the one of grief and di9COuragement, the other of admiration 
and hope. On the one part, at the aspect of the innumera
ble follies and of so many atrocious crimes of which the aoil 
of France has been the theatre, we should be dispoeed to 
despair for the human race, if, at considerable distances, a 
Saint Louis, a L'H8pital, a Vincent de Paul, a Feoelon, a 
:Ma.lesherbes, did not protest, by their noble character, in the 
name of outraged religion and morality, and did not remind 
us of the noble aim which humanity ought to hold in view, 
and of its immortal destiny ; whilst, on the other put, the 
real progress of the nation, in the midst of such frightful 
catastrophes, appears miraculous. We see, in fact, after the 
accession of the third race, a double phenomenon simulta
neously produced: the territory of France almost always 
gains in extent aft.er most frightful calamities, and a greater 
number of its inhabitants participate snccessively in the 
enjoyments of life and in the exercise of civil liberties. 

Under the two first dynasties, the shock of the divers 
races which covered the soil of ancient Gaul maintained 
upon it a long and bloody anarchy, and after the powerless 
efforts of the genius of Charlemagne to create a durable 
national bond among peoples of such different o "gins, man-

* Alpb. de L:wl&l"tine, Politique ra.tiORtlk. oogle 
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ners, and langnages, and to subject them to the yoke of a 
legal and uniform government, we see the social bond ready 
to dissolve, and the light of Il88Cent civilization on the point 
of disappearing before the barbarism of the middle a,cres : it 
is then that feudalism prevents a general dissolution and 
prepares the new destinies of Europe. Under this form of 
government, still rude, a 8lll&ll number of men only possessed 
rights, liberties, or enjoyments ; but, at the end of the 
crusades, the influence of the inferior classes is extended by 
the fortunate struggle of the crown with the aristocracy, by 
the enfranchisement of the communes, by the creation of 
judicial courts, into which St. Louis and his successors 
admitted lawyers, and by the convocation of men of the 
third estate to the general assemblies. Royal authority 
beholds all rival powers effaced before it, and, by its impor
tant conquests, it extends the limits of the kingdom. 
National unity is afterwards strengthened, amidst fearful 
disasters, in the long and terrible struggle with England, 
after which industry, intelligence, and discoveries of all kinds 
cause the citizen class to grow in wealth and importance; 
whilst the centralization of power, the progressive ruin of 
great feudalism, and the creation of standing armies, deliver 
the rural population from a multitude of tyrants, and permit 
them to gather, with more security, the fruits of their pain
ful labours. Soon, three monarchs, greedy of conquests, 
propel at hazard France upon Italy, and initiate her, without 
entertaining an idea of doing so, into the wonders of a 
brilliant literature and a superior civilization; but already 
printing is discovered, the new world is known, and bold 
navigators have doubled the Co;pe oj Good Hqpe; know
ledge pours in from all parts, the field of commerce is 
enlarged, and the universe presents itself to the speculations 
and enterprise of Europe : human thought breaks its bonds 
and takes a prodigious flight, new relations are established 
between God and man, and, after half a century of sanguinary 
combats, freedom of belief is one of the conquests of the 
French nation. In the mean time the power of the aris
tocracy completes its own dissolution ; the States-General, in 
which the privileged orders dominated, are no longer con
voked ; the great bodies of the magistracy lose their political 
importance after the war of the Fronde, and there exists no 
longer in France but one single authority, strong, powerful, 
and respected by all-that of the monarch. Louis XIV., in 
the brilliant part of his reign, makes useful .onqu sts, and 
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gives a mortal blow to the high aristocracy, by calling all its 
members around him and humbling them by court. servitude, 
at the same time that he develops the power of the enlight
ened and laborious classes, by the effective protection which 
he accords to letters, science, and manufactures. The 
progress of reason, of civilization and know ledge, had already 
caused religious and civil liberties to be acknowledged as 
belonging, by common right, to the French; but the 
maintenance of these liberties was not guaranteed by any 
fundamental law : the absolute authority of the prince, 
necessary for a time to bring down the tyranny of the 
feudal lords, and impress a strong national unity upon an 
immense population, composed of various elements, became 
itself an obstacle to the new progress of France. The 
revocation of the edict of Nantes, and a multitude of ordi
nances of Louis XIV. and Louis XV., deprive the citizens of 
the liberty of conscience, so painfully acquired ; bankruptcies, 
edicts which arbitrarily impose taxes, and value upon the 
currency, fetters placed upon the developments of manufac
tures and agriculture, take away every kind of guarantee 
from property ; kUru ~ cachet violate personal liberty, the 
feudal law still bears heavily upon a great part of the nation, 
and numerous privileges maintain humiliating distinctions, 
prejudicial to the state, between the a.ristocratical classes 
and the most enlightened and the most industrious classes. 
In all parts France feels an imperative desire to abolish 
these privileges, to oppose a barrier to the absolute authority 
of the monarch, to guarantee to her inhabitants, by a funda
mental constitution, the enjoyment of their property and 
their liberties : such was the work reserved for the French 
revolution, and at length accomplished in the three great 
days of July, 1830. Their principal result has been to 
break the dangerous ties which bound the throne to a party 
hostile to the national liberties, and to take away from 
power all means of abusing its strength, by causing it to be 
acknowledged that the rights of the sovereign emanated 
from the general wish, and were irrevocably attached to the 
maintenance of the Charter. 

Useful and great ameliorations have, doubtless, still to be 
undertaken, particularly for spreading comfort among the 
numerous cla..~s, and for permitting them to participate in 
the 'blessings of a more moral and enlightened civilization : 
w~ have, in this respect, a powerful motive for hope in the 
faithful appreciation of the times in which we liye..~ rh,fact, 

D1Q1t1zed oy UUV6l '-
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the manners of the people are softening ; the press and the 
industrial arts, the intellectual and physical forces, have 
acquired a. power, the future results of which are incalcul.a.ble, 
and which apparently must for ever preserve civilized nations 
from the invasions of savage peoples or from a return to 
barbarism. The establishment of representative governments 
in Europe calling the men who supply the charges of war to 
deliberate upon questions of foreign policy, we have less 
reason to fear that it will break out from the effect of wild 
caprice, and everything leads us, on the contrary, to hope 
that a. state of warfare will soon be, in the existence of 
nations, but an exceptional state, a rapid crisis, which will 
only be reproduced at rare intervals. The barriers which 
ancient prejudices and rivalries have raised between themr 
are every day becoming weaker ; the requirements of com
merce unite them, and they begin to perceive that the rivers 
and seas which separate them were not destined to divide 
them, to cl.a.ss them 88 natural enemies, but rather to bring 
them nearer to each other, by multiplying their reciprocal 
relation& The truly great men, who in the various countries 
of the globe have lived for virtue, for science, and for liberty, 
are adopted without distinction by all, as the benefactors of 
the human race. In fact, a. secret power seems to have 
produced new sympathies between nations, magnetic ties, 
unknown to antiquity 88 well 88 to the middle ages ; and we 
may be allowed to hope that, under the more genial infl.uence 
of truly Christian and religious inspirations, this beneficent 
and concealed power will open better destinies to the world. 
It is for us to bring, every one according to his strengthr 
our stone to the work of ages, to the monument of civiliza
tion ; but there are, for all those who l.a.bour at this noble 
task, several truths which it imports them never to lose 
sight of; and, whilst announcing them, I will boJTOw much 
from a. writer of our days, whose works ought to be in the 
hands of every young person. 

Most. of the men who, by endeavouring to modify the 
political institutions of their country, propose to themselves. 
to exercise a useful infl.uence over the fate of their fellow
creatures, obey the impulse of certain constituent principles 
of the doctrines they propagate; and among these, the greater 
number adopt two in preference : one, 88 being in appear
ance the more noble and the more generous ; the second, 
88 most abundant in useful results . .. Therfiwj11~ the 
doctrine of rights, the second that of ~t'e~;'iittt great 
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dangers accompany both: "Carried out to their extreme 
consequences, they are less in harmony with reason than with 
the passions; frequently they only make arbitrary power 
change hands, and lead the multitude to exercise over the 
small number the despotism which, before, the smaller 
number had exercised over the multitude. . . . . Theae 
doctrines, besides, create no obligation for the conservation of 
the advantages they boast of, and their defenders often 
abandon, in a cowardly manner, these BIIJlle rights, theee 
same interests, which they have supported with so much 
warmth."* There is a third doctrine, which, when oblerved 
closely, will assure us all the advantages which the other two 
promise, without presenting the same dangers ; and, to 
appreciate it properly, it should never be forgotten that the 
aociaJ. art can have no other aim but that of rendering JDeD. 

better and more happy. ~ to trace out a just theory for 
this art, we observe human nature, when seeking for the 
principles which ought to guide it, the following truths are 
the first by which we are struck : " There are laws imposed 
upon our minds by the eternal Author of our being ; theae 
sacred and moral laws prescribe duties the a.coompl.iahment 
of which can alone produce a state of wisdom and happineaa, 
which we have said to be the object of the aocia.l art : from 
these evident facts, from these simple ideas apringR this con
sequence, that the true doctrine v the doctrine of du.Re& • 
. . The state in which the moat admirable order would 
prevail would be that in which all the citizens, only occupy
ing themselves with their duties, the rights and the intereata 
of every one would have the moat solid and complete gua
rantee. . . The two other doctrines produce a tra.naient 
excitement, but this inspires a constant firmness ; for duty 
alone is always obligatory. No one allies itself better with 
Christianity, which offers to men as a new aim, pointed out 

' by its law, the happiness of all intelligent beings. . . If 
such a noble and mild morality were propagated, if it 
directed our faculties, then we should become men, then 
society, attaining a hitherto unknown prosperity, would be 
at the highest degree of civilization. "t 

" Religion, instruction, liberty," says the same author, 
" offer true means for ameliorating the fate of mankind ; it 
is by these heavenly benefits that morality may be spread 
and industry developed ; but let us not forget that wherever 

* Joseph Droz, Application de la Morale ella Plfli~ Ie 
T Idem, ibid. Q,g,t"ed oy~QU 
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the interests of conscience, of the person, and of property are 
respected, man is free, whatever imperfections may be found 
in the form of the government. ~ on the contrary, these 
interests are despised and injured, there is tyranny, slavery 
in the state, under whatever popular names authority may 
be masked. . . • It may be conjectured, that at epochs more 
or less remote, the different nations will attain political 
liberty. Far from being terrified at such an idea, the heads 
of states ought to desire to see their peoples merit this • 
liberty ; but, in order that they may observe and follow the 
march of civilization, it is not only important that the 
factions be quelled and reduced to silence, it is also important 
that a wise doctrine should banish from men's minds chime
rical projects and deceitful dreams ; that it should cleanse 
their spirits of those turbulent desires, which make us pass 
by the good with contempt, to pursue with ardour an 
imaginary better.* .It is a law of nature, that good can 
only germinate and develop itself slowly. He who disdains 

* At the beginning of the Rel'Olution, we had few men formed by 
the lltudy of aoci~, history, and legialation; we bad many of those 
dreamers, who, taking abstract ideas for guides, create governments 4 
priaM. The speculative spirit was as common as the observant spirit 
was rare. So many evils resulted from this, that it is nseful to make 
clear the difference which exists between the two modes of treating 
:poliey. If the queation be to make an electionall.&w, the speculative 
spirit, which contempl.&tes socie~ in an abstract manner, says, in virtue 
of a metaphysic rule, what men have the right to vote, and it traoes 
out a law applicable to all people. The obeerving spirit thinks that the 
beet law of election is that which will probably give an assembly of 
enlightened and honest representatives : it believes that the men capable 
of contributing to this obJect have alone the right to vote; and its law 
will vary according to countries and times. The right of voting is 
not a natural right, like that of not being arbitrarily deprived of one's 
liberty or one's property; it is a political right, consequently variable. 
The man who thinks otherwise neceesarily fails in practice. In fact, if 
he require a contribution to be admitted to vote, another logician will 
prove to him that, rigorously, those who pay a few centimes leas are 
wrongfully despoiled of their right .... If be call the lowest proUtaire to 
the elections, a perfect logician will say to him : "The vrilt cannot be 
repreeented ; a nation which II&IJieB its representatives, is a nation of 
slaves. Then, with such idesa, make laws and govern a state." ••.• 
"Never," said Sieylls, in his famous pamphlet, " never shall we com
prebend social mechanism, if we do not analyze society as we would an 
ordinary machine." No, that is not an ordinary machine which 
thinks and sufFers, in the working of which, both pasaiona and prejudices 
take their parts. Senseless innovators I tremble at confounding policy 
with sciences employed upon inert bodies ; the matUr which you cast 
!nto your ~cibles is a living. m~tter ; it cri~1 ,an~ (!>{{ll\~ . ~ tears 
.181Ue from d.-Joseph Droz, Bt#Otre du IlefJ'M de ~lf .ii'Vti 
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moderation, repulses justice. One of the great maladies of 
our times, the malady of which we see the symptoms in all 
parties, is that impatience which often becomes fury, and 
which is nothing but the sad result of the want of morality. 
Enjoyment must be had at once ; we cannot, like the sage. 
make it our happiness to labour for generations to oome. 
We are ignorant enough to believe that the ephemeral 
labour of man " may compete with the labours of time. .. 

These errors, these vices, and above all, the too frequent 
forgetfulness of the Christian principle, are the springs from 
which flow the obstacles to the necessary developments and 
the strengthening of our social institutions. May Frenchmen 
elevate their thoughts towards God with a profound senti
ment of gratitude, when reflecting on all the evils which m. 
providence has repaired, on the protection which, during a 
long course of ages, it has never ceased to grant to their 
country, amidst the calamities created by ao many aelfiah 
and furious passions I May their souls be penetrated 
more and more with the sense of the duties of that sub
lime Christianity, which, whilst representing men as all 
the children of one same God, as all brothers, impoees upon 
them, as a sacred law, the obligation of loving each other ! 
Oh ! may they perceive that it is not only to the profit of 
their material and individual advantages that they ought to 
employ the most noble gifts that Heaven has bestowed upon 
them, but that they are all bound to make use of their intel
ligence and their liberty, in a moral view for themselves, and 
in the general interests of the human race. Nations, like 
men among themselves, have sacred duties to perform to
wards other nations, and it is for the peoples the most in
fluential by their numbers, by their knowledge, and by their 
wealth, to lel¥1 the world in the path of social ameliorations : 
but it is not violence that will produce these noble results. 
Armed invasions or conquests rnay, it is true, convey into 
the bosom of a nation certain ideas which were unknown to 
it, and sometimes Providence employs these means to deposit 
at a distance the germs of future progress ; but other cir
cumstances are necessary to bring them forth. Fire and 
sword are impotent against the genius and manners of 
peoples : it is by establishing among them new moral and 
intellectual affinities, it is by multiplying their commercial 
relations, it is by granting to the oppreSBed and the weak a 
disinterested protection against all foreign tYTai)'Qy, _t~tt free 
and powerful peoples exercise a salutal'yc influ\laW~er the 



CONq.USION. 717 

welfare of humanity. Let us not forget, either, that this 
pacific influence can only second, with the help of time, the 
progress of nations, by assisting them to modify themselves 
the institutions which govern them, and that no human force 
is capable of imposing upon a nation, in a durable manner, 
either a worn-out form of government which this nation 
rejects, or a constitution which it may not be prepared to 
receive. But let not an exclusive preference in favour of 
other nations make us mistake what we owe to France : let 
us remember that our first duty towards her is to maintain 
the institutions which she has the good fortune to possess. 
Let us guard against the intoxicating seductions and the 
fatal misleadings of parties, by constantly recalling to our 
minds this truth, that they all perish, much more frequently 
by their own excesses than by the efforts of their adversaries; 
and, in our generous ardour for perfection, let us fear, accord
ing to the fine expression of the wise writer we have quoted, 
" let us fear that we may injure the edifice by pulling down 
the ivy which covers it." In short, let us learn how to value 
the good of the time present, and, without ever relaxing in 
wise aud prudent efforts to produce the better, let us never 
lose sight of what the advantages, only acquired by violent 
means, and after a sanguinary and bitter struggle of many 
years, cost a nation. The exh!tence of man has often been 
compared to the .course of a river : this comparison may be 
quite as justly applied to the life of peoples. Most rivers, 
in fact, fed by emanations from the ocean, may be considered 
as having but one same origin, and as tending, by a constant 
march, towards one sole goal, whet-e they end by mingling 
with majesty. When they meet with obstacles which the 
accidents of nature or the hand of man place in their course, 
the most rapid boil up, swell, and fOfl.ming triumph over their 
powerless barriers; but at the spot where they have cleared 
these obstacles they have become muddy and disturbed, and 
it requires a long course before they can again redect the 
heavens in their waters. 

EliiLE DE BoNNECHOSE. 
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Anne of Auotria, rrgeot ot Fnnee, sCICI; 
her rlgorono m_..., 3417; enforeea the 
royal authority, 371; death of, 388 

-- de Beoujeu, oioter of Cbuleo VIII., 
DOarpo the reino of power Ia l"rrlllee, 
118; her Yietorieo, litO el•"''• 

-of Brittany married to Cbarlt1 VIII., 
ttl 

Aati~h. eaptorrd bJ the Craaden, Ill ; 
ereate~ alief of tho ldnl!dom of Jmua
lem, ib. 1 eaptarecl by the eultaa of 
E111pt, Itt 

Antoine de Bourbon olaln, 175 
Apnlia eoaqaered by tbe Normlllll, 85 
Aqultooia, oa the oouth of the Garonne, S ; 

her •ll'lllrl!leo with the Franko, 48, 60 ; 
troaalerred to Looio, ooa of Charlo· 
magne. 62 

Ararjleo, bottle of, 8311 
Areola, bridge of, Yietor:r of the, 5CICI 
Ari11111 oabdued by Clo•io, IS 
Arlatoeroe:r, Ito reolotaace to royal aatho

rity, t7 
Armoriea, reYolto apinot toe Romlllll, 7 ; 

early oettlen of, U 
" Army of Italy," Fren<h, ito eonotltutlon 

and leaden, 6Cic ; ito netorleo lllld -
-,6G5elrtH[. 

Arnold, mojor, 480 
Arqoeo, battle of, sot 
Arru, treatiee of. 202, llf 
Artnelt, Joquemort, Ieoda tho tiiOIII'ptlto 

of Ghent, 150 ; bio death, ISS 
Arthur of Brittany, murder of, lOS 
Arta ucl oeieiiCfa, their p...,._ daring 

the 14th eeatar:r, 17U; Ia 1Cic2, SCic; lo 
1788, CUI 

" Aooembly of Depotlee of CoeD," !DOor· 
rretion of tbe, 638 

Auipato, origin of the, aoG ; bllllkruptey 
of the, 553 

Astolph111, king of the Lombardo, 47 
· Atbolaric, the O.trogotb, tl ; death 

of,l6. 
Attlla, leader of the Hano, defeated by the 

Vioigotho and Romano, 7 ; merebea Into 
Italy, !6. 1 death o~ ff 

Aaentadt, battle of, Oil 
AapbUf!, diet of, 15!1 ; league of, co 1 • 
Au~tulao, the emperor of Rome, depOHd 

byOdOIICer, R 
Aumale, battle of, 3oCI 
Aural, battle of, 170 
Auoterlits, battle of, CloG~ 
Aut~•· eoD__oplro!!J ,a'piurm ilnp of, 

t7; aYU eont11to Ill, 18 ~~~: 
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AllttiUiml def..ud bttbe Neaatrlana, so 
A.-, tile, coaquaecl 1 Cbarlemaaae, &a. 

B.t.DJ:If, treaty of, 418 
B~uet, oultaa oftbe Tarb, IIIII 
Baldwin V., couat of Flandero, 84, Ill 
BauDier, l!eGenl, death of, SSII 
Bauquet of Oct. 1, 171111, fatal to tile 10Ja1 

falilily, 103 
Bubariau IDftde Rome, G; lawa of 

tile, 18 
Barbaroaa the eelebnted -lr, 251 
.llarcelcma, _,. of, lltll . 
BtDTe 4 6111, polilical applie&tlon of the 

term, 83S 
Barri, madame, miotre• of LoDio XV., 471 
" Barricadee, b&Uie of tbe," iD 1188, 2111, 

195 
BUIUlo, Yietory of, &Gil 
Bootille, eapture of tbe, 4118 
BatiU, proeeoaion of tJ>e. 18(1 
11aat:aen, battle of, G37 
BaJard, ebenller, hia heroic eharaeter, 

138 ; death of, 143 
.B6om, Henry de, proclaimed gmeral-la• 

ebief of the Pro-tant foreeo, 280 
Beaufort, dllke de, onrnamed 16 Bol tla 

Ballea,ll74 
Belpe, their inftl!on of Gaul, I ; Inhabited 

the north of tbe Uaioe, II 
.lleltdum, inftl!on of, In 17114, 548 
Belfe-lole, nan! battle of, 453 
-- eouut de, U7, 448; death of, 481 
Bello-, a leader of the Gallic -i· 

pnto,ll 
.Bendoedard, nltan of Emt, eaptnrea 

c-aad Antioeh,l21 
Benodiet IX., pope of Rome, 86 
--Xll.,151 
-XIU.,lllll 
Beuedietinea, order of, 17 
Beneftcea, tenure of, amo111r the FrUlb, Ill 
Bemadot.te, pneml, 670 ; elected prloee 

I'OJII of Swedeu, GIS ; joiDa tbe alliea 
apinot Bonaporte, 037 

.Berri, due de, hio IMUIID&tion, GG!I 
Berton, gmenl, G7ll 
Berwiek, marohal de, Yletory of, at Al

mausa, 413; eaten Spain, 438 
lJeraien, musacre of, 1 og 
Biron, duke de, IUil'lhal of Franee, 317; 

hio polltieal inld!Juo, 818, 81111 hio 
e1.eeution, 810 

Blaeao, )(,de, 6118 
Bluonry, fint uoe of, 1211 
Bleuheim, bettie of, oo, 411 
Bletnau, battle of, 878 
Blois, tre&tJ of, liSO ; oeeond alatea of, 2110 
Bohemioao, their resiotaaee to tbe deapot-

iom of Ferdinand I., 387 
Bolgo, tbe nome of tbe aucient Belgte, 1 
Boaaparte, Napoleon, defeata the inaurrec:

tion of the aeetiOill, 600 ; hio •ietorleo, 
665 et H1J. ; embarko for EfJPI, 6711 ; 
hio military operationa, 686; h1a return to 
Prance, 686 ; Decome. flrat eoneul, 600; 
hia goTemment, Sll8 et eeq. ; eleeted 
emperor, Gos; hi• deereeo, Goa d '"'I·; 
hia aecond JDIU'Tiage, Gt7 ; eauaee of hie 
decline, Gal; hioforeip policy, 1132; hi• 

abdieation, S.t ; hi. departare Cor BJ1oa, 
GU; rdfetioDa on hio ~,· 6«&; hu 
retuna from Elba, C15t ; hia IDardl on 
Par1o, 1153, &4 ; defeated at; Waterloo, 
&6; hio eeeoad abcfieatioa, Cls7 ; Ilia 
b&Diohmeut to St. Bele111, 6.58; bis 
death, G71 ; hio eharaeter, G]CI 

Bonaparte, Joa., beeomee I< ins of Spain, 61; 
Boni(aee VUI., pope of llome, 140; b ;• 

con teat with Pbilip, 14t ; bio ane.c .., d 
death,I.S 

-XI., pope of Rome, IIIII 
Boaoa, death ol, so 
Bouuet, biobop, reJtUiatea tbe utidea of 

the Galilean i:hnreb, 3116 
Bouill~, pDeral, 610 
Bouillon, duke de. SN Tamme 
Bourbon, Coadt duke of, appointed miaia

ter of Louio XV., SliD ; hie c:liomiual, u 1 
Bllnrboao, tbeit restoration, 046 d Hft-; 

their enwa, 11411, &o ; tllcir ezpa~. 
aiou, 704 

Bourdeaus, dab of, birth of, 675 
Bonrpoioie, ~ of, Ia the 14th cea-

tary, 161 
Bonrmont, 11. de, 700 
Bou'finea, hriqe of, battle of, 105 
Bragoasa, J oha clalte of, elected king of 

Portupl, 357 
- holiae of, depoood, 615 
Breanuo, tbe GaUl, iDftdea a-, ll 
BrenTille, battle of, 114 
Bretipy, treaty of, reotorea peace betw

Franee and £qland, 167 
Brienae, arehhiabop, miniotry m, <~93 d 

ftll· 
Bri- head of the League parli.uaeut, 

death of, soG 
Britain, freed from tbe Rcnnaa., 'l ; io. 

ftded by the Anpo-Suona, II ; feudal 
oyotem extended to, ~; deeree for tile 
bloekade of, 611. 611 

Brittlmy, oril!io of the IWDe, II; Brlttaay, 
dnehy of, IDDGod to Fnnee, til, 381; 
dioturbaaeee Ia, 438, 4CIG, &67 

Broglie, m~hal de, 4&11 ; hio nctGriea, 
462 ; baDiabed, 408 

Bronehaut, queen of Sipbert, IS; indomi
table apirlt of, 16; her hatred to Fnde
roude, 110; her lntrlpea and reatleaa 
opirlt, SJ ; her enaeltiea, n; ~bellion 
agoinat, ib. ; her OTertbrow IIIII ipo.. 
mlnioua death, 83; her c:haraeter, ib. 

Brunowiel<, duke of, hi1 maaifeatn, and 
inTUion of Franee, 618 

BliUCO, battle of, 027 
Burpud:r, the ....,ient nation of, 5, (I ; 

Ia .. of, 18; lDYUioa of, t6; coupillcy 
~nat tbe kinp of, 17; beeomea a aew 
klnl!dom, liS; holiae of, founded by 
Philip le Rardi, 108 

B':."!le Clere, governor of tho llutille, 

Brng, admiral, deatroya the Spaoiab 8..t, 
4811 ; defeated, tried, and eucuted, •sa. 

CAKTA!f, tbe 1e«ate of Rome, HS 
Calaio, eapturecf b.r the En;-. 163 ; by 

c~.:,t:.,'tfo}\i~clrat. 171 
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C-alendar, alterations of tile,&« 
Calonne, the French financier, minlotry of, 

48t, 483 
Cal•in dedieatea hie Ckriltilu& llllliluliot1 

to Fnmcia I., I~ I 
Calvinbto, their flrot oynod, !54 ; edid in 

their fa•our, 271, 273 ; their contelta 
witb tbe Papbto, ISO, 28. 

Cambacerb, the occond conaul of Fnnce, 
ago 

Cambra!, league of, 131 
Camioarda, rqimeol.o of the, 4 II 
<:ampaigna, French, of 17g4.a, a48 el ••'I•; 

of Ji!)CI, a& ; of 1 ;gg, 682 
Campo Formlo, treaty of, 576 
Canada wreoted from France, .00 
Capet, Hop, ueeoda the Freneb threoe, 

and fouodo the dynuty of Capet, 70 ; 
<alamitieo during hie reiso, 79 ; bb 
d.ath and parting ioatruetiooa, 80 

(:ardioala, College of, eatablbhed bJ Gre· 
aor:r vu., 87; ita powen, 16. 

Cafbooariam, numeroua ramifications of, 
Cl79; exeeutiooa for, 630 

Caribert, death of, D 
Carloman aoo of Pepin le Bref, eleeted 

king o/ the eutern Franko, 60; bb 
death, 16. 

Carlo•lnliao dyoaaty, origin of the, 33; 
Gaul aoder the, 47 et oeg. ; ita decline 
and fall, 611 et oeq.; terminated b:r the 
-ion of Hngh Capel, 70, 71 

Carlowits, peace of, toG 
Carlobad, eonareu at, G73 
Caaimir, prince of, joioa the Proteatellta, 

tSG 
Cutelnandar:r, bettie of. 3411 
Cutigliooe, 'fietor:r of, 668 
Clteau-Cambreob, peace of, 2Cil 
Catherine de llediet, uaumeo the repne, 

of Fnnce, t71 ; ber perfidiooo cooduet, 
tn ; again Hila the regene, 1 285 ; Ia 
alreetcd with madlleu, 28G ; neath of, 
tg8 

-- 11. aa<e~~do the throne of Ruuia, 463 
Catholici•n• of Spairt, a aatire, 308 
Catinnt, general, hla mllitar:r operations, 

409 
Cellamarre, hio conaplruy aploot the 

re1ency of the duke of Orleana, 431 
<:elr.o, oceapied the co11atry betw- the 

If aine and the Garoone, S 
Ceaaonhip of the preu, re-eatabliohed in 

1814, 687 
.Ce•eunea, wv or the, 41;; 
Cbalaia, eoooplreo againot Rlchelieo, 341; 

u:rcuted, U2 
Chalotaio, froeureor.general, 4CICI, 407 
Chambero Deputieo, itaeompooitioo, CICio; 

actl of, MJ, G6G i manben of, increased, 
Cl74 ; ito diaaolution and re-election, 685; 
dioaohed by Charles X., and a more 
liberal one retoroed, Cg4 

Cham iUart, minioter of fiDaoce to LoDia 
XIV., 408 

Champ de Men, pat meeting In the, 507 
" Chantero," oriiJUI&ted with the cruaadco, 

1111 
Charette, leader ttl the Veodhna, 557; 

hil execution, lOS 

Charlem,.,.., oon of Pepin Je Bref,.eleete« 
kina ot the Franko, 50; ou ed Mag. 
nua, or tbe Great, W. ia Yictorioa 
career, ib.; bi1 COD t of the Sa:IODI, 
61, &I; makea war 'llpoo the Saracen• in 
Spain, U. ; aubdueo all the oei•hbollring 
atateo, 51 el oeq,; a11thor ofthe Carollfle 
Book•, 53 ; usumea the imperial tiUe, 
M; wladom of hio p•eromeot and lawo, 
6'-58; hie domeotic grlcfo, and death, 
611 ; w.akaen or hio dioac:eodanta, G7 

Cbarleo, Archduke, competitor for the Spa
nioh throne, 4IG; bio generalohip, 670 

-- dauphin of Fnnce, becomea repnt, 
162 

- Albert de Lllynea, the fayourlte of 
Loulo XIII., 335 

-- Edward, prince of Eo1land, IADda in 
Scotland, 451; defeated at Culloden, ib. 

--the Bold, duke of Bur1uody, hio 
ambition, till; bb death, 213 

- the Simple, ackoowledsed king of 
France, 6g ; death of, U. 

--king of Nanrre, 156; murden the 
eonatable of France, 157 ; hio arreot1 111g 

- the Bald, bb eooteata with hie oro
thoro, 64, 65; auumea the imperial 
crown, M; death of, G7 

-- le Groo, ueenda the Imperial throne, 
G7 ; hi a Imbecility, and death, 16. 

-- de GootaDt. S.e Biron 
--Martel, cooquen Ncuotria, 421 de. 

feat. the Jlabometan1, 4-t ; IUrnamed 
Martel, 45 ; hie death, iJJ. 

-- II. proclaimed king of England, 383 
-- II. of Spain, hio will and d.ath, 4o6, 

407 
- IV., oueeoeda to the French throne, 

148 ; hb ordinancea and death, 16. 
--IV., king of 8poin, depoaed by Bona

parte, 617 
-- V. of Fnnce, aomamed &be" Wiae,u 

1611; bit potie,, 175; hio death, 178 
-- V ., emperor of Gerii'IIDJ, hie beri&a«e, 

240; hie aojoum io Fr•nce, 2S3 ; lua 
abdication and deeth, s6o 

-- v., duke or Lorraine, bb military 
'firtueo and death, 4ot 

--VI., auceeedo to the French throne, 
181; hie so•emment, 184; become• 
otruck with madneoo, 188; hie death, 
1113 

-- VI., emperor ttl German:r, the coo
leota wblcb followed hio death, «G 1 
divioioo of hb dominiona, 447 

- VII., oueeeedo to the Freneh throne, 
luG; hio poaition, 198; crowned at 
Rbeimo, 200 ; bb 'figoroiU sovenuoeot, 
tot el <eg. ; hio death, 201 

--VII., emperor of Gcrman:r, 1- of 
bb atateo, •411; hia death,451 

--VIII. auoccedo to tbe French crown, 
117; uaumeo the reigoa of power, 221; 
married to Anile of Brittany, ib.; de· 
parta for Italy, 124; hlo cooqueol.o and 
reoeroea, 225; death of, 227 

-- IX., u<e~~do the French throne, 171 1 
coovokea the uaembly of the Notable•, 
s;s ; married to Elljlabeth of ,Auotria, 
I'll; bb pe.4!UoJ~~,> ~~l!Jl 282; 

3 A 
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perpetrata the 111-- ..r St. Bar
tholomew, !8S; hia eartr dialb, 285 

Chvlea X., bia ueeuion to the throne of 
I'I"UUft:, Gag; hil reip, Gpo ~· ·~·; 
aeta of bia miniatry. Cl!ll ; bia bigotry 
UJd prejudiced 1'iewa, Clgo ; pablic ap
prehenaion cau.ed hr. Cl!l2, Cl!l3 ; diaool•ea 
the Natloaal Gaud, ClgS; 1111d the Cham
beT of Deputies, Cl!l4 ; ereatea .... ene,.
aiz new peerapa, ib. ; bia anpopalaritr, 
lips, 700; hio ro ... il" poli..,.. ogs ;_ •!>
pointe tbe Harti,...., mioiatry, CI9G; 
oeled.a If. de Poli..,oe, Gga; diaaol••• 
the cbambeo, CI!IO ; hil ordinaoceupiut 
the charter and the p,...., 701; cau.es a 
rebellion, 704 ; npelled the tin~C~om, 
705; embaru for Eagl1111d, 7oG 

Charter, the, ita ptoclamatlon, 648; ('barlea 
X.'& IJI'diDIIIICH apinat, 7ot, 703 I modi• 
lcationa of the, 705, 7oG 

Cbataubriand, hil diamlual from the 
miniltry. Cl88 

Chatham, lord. &.. Pill ' 
Cbatilloa, ....,greoa of, 1140 
Clilldehert 1., 11011 of CIOI'il, aenowledged 

Jrinr, 14, IS; -idea at Paril, :tO; bia 
wan aud erimn, ib. ; bia death, It 

-- II., proclaimod kinr of AIUtraaia,IC; 
def•ata the coaaplnciea apiut him, Ill; 
death of, so 

-- 111., kinr of Aaatruia, •• 
Cbllderic 11., king of Autrufa, 38; 

alaafht-d,SII 
- I 1., proclaimed kinr of the P'rulb, 

" CIWperic. tinr of the l'nDb, 13, 14 1 hil 
ambition, 26 

-II., klnr of N0111tria, 4S 
Cbinlry, originated from the fw.dal .,.._ 

tem,7G 
Cboioenl, duke de, minilter of Lwia XV., 

4CII, 4ft~; diamioaed, •&J 
Cbrilrianie,., ealabliahed in Gaal, 5; eartr 

inftuence of, o .. r the barberiana, 8 
Cbvcb, diapoaaesoed of ltaprnpen,., srCI 
--of Rome, ber earlr in6aence o•er the 

barbari11110, 8; doctrinea of, oppooed br 
the VitiJotha 1111d Bu'I"'diana, It; ac
ll.nowledgod by the Jo'raaka, II, IS; the 
only power which atra(llod aplnatearly 
barbariam, ICI 1 declarea for Henry Capel, 
83 1 autborie,. of ber lawa, 80 1 her power 
of ucommunication, PI; a.lgna Enr
laad to William the Norm1111, 85; cor
ruption• of the, SCI; tnmc In her domain• 
and dignitica, i6. 1 bumbled hJ Loula 
XIV, 3115 

--, Galilean, article& of the, 3115 
Cburrhea, Gothic, manr of them built iD 

the reign of Robert C&pet, so 
Clmbri, their eatabliabment on the bank• 

of the Seine 1111d the Loi,.., 1 
Clnq-lllan,conapl....,.of, 960; necnted, sCI I 
Ciaalpino rep11blic, federation of tho, 575 
Citiu, gcn·emment of, among the Fnnb, 

Ill; atato of, in the Itch century, 115 
Cine oath, ~eeree ou the, 614 
Clril wara berween the Gulaea 1111d the 

Proteatanta, !J75, r,s, 28•; of 1584,11111 
of leks, 372, 379 

Clement v., .-h to tM ,.... ...... 
143; hia death, 145 

-VII., pope of Bome, a;CI 
-Jacques --muea a....,. III •• ,.,. 
Cl~f11· their iDftuence ower the nortbera 

bubariaDa, I Cl ; wealth acquired. by tile, 
i6.; their ftin op-iUOG to n>yat 
ITfUinJ:, H; ~n~ power of tlor, 
Cl5; their elrorta to pm ~ ....... 
their adheaion to the feudal a)'ltem, it; 
the Dataral defenden ol tho people. t67 ; 
their conteata with the Parl~ent. 455 ; 
-hiT of the, 487; d;.p-.ed ol 
the Cbtueh Jll'OIICtiJ' iD liVe, Mel 

Clermont, COiiDcil of, CODft>ke• by Ur
bllll II., 811 ; ita prnceedinp, Ill,~ 

Clermont-Toanerre, 4117 
Cliuon, ccmatable ..r FriUiee, UJII; ~ 

to auueiuate him, 187 · 
cu ... reneral, the fotmder o1 t1ae BDsfiala 

power in India, 460, 4CIJ 
CIOdomir, aon of Cloria, acbowleclp4 

kinr. 14, u; reaidea at Orleaaa. se; 
defeated 1111d a1aiD by the .Bus-
diana, ib. 

Cloater-S..en, capitalatl011 of, 41f 
Clotbaire 1., aon of Cloria, aclulowledpd 

king of the Franko, 1•; bia .... ...t 
crimea, 10; bia conqu-, st 1 laia ...._ 
16.; bd four aou, i6. 

-- II .. reign• in Neutria. •1 doleated 
at Tolbiac, 31; -.apiracr aplmt, S7; 
decla.-ed kin' of the Fraab, u ; ...._ 
brated edict Ill the reip of, !H ; deMia 
of, i6. 

- Ill., klnr of Nenatriaaad BtUpDdr, 
37 ; death of, S8 

- IV., king of A--. 4t; cleMk 
of, 43 

Clotbild, derintion of the-. II a. 
Clotilda, a BllrgantliaD p"-, ....mea 

· Clo.U,lll 
-- dauKbter ..r Clofll, Sl 
Clotwig, known under tbo name ..r Cloria, 

g; deriYation of tbe name, f6. n. 
Cluvia, tbe bead of the Salic Franb, II; 

hi• reiro, t 1 ~t .,. ; elected leadu of 
the Franko, It; eaponaea Clotilda, a 
Bu~ndian princesa, fb.; con..reed to 
Cbnatianit;r, 16.; hil Yictorioua ..-r, 
It, IS; boa perjldy 1111d Yiolener, 14: 
•tried "the cldeat 1011 of the Cbveb," 
i6. ; hia death, i6.; ueedote of bil'rio
Jeace, 15; aona of, acknowledRed kinp, 
14, IS; atrocitiea committed 61 the d .... 
acendanta of, 19 

- 11., king of Neutrla 1111d B~. 
death of, 37 

-III., kiDr of A...-la, 4t 
Clabo, foundation of the, 508 
Cocbeal, batUe of, 170 
Coinage ..r France, ader Lo1ria XIV., 

406; alterations of, attempted, •st 
Colbert, bia adminlatration 1111d n.

reforma. 3116 ; hil death, SUS 1 hil cba· 
racter, sgg, ib. 

eon..,,., admiral, cb.- of, tCis; joiaa 
Cond~ in aupport of the Proteatanta.174: 
bia rreat br .. ery, tsC!,."'t; murder[ ol, ISS 

Conard, u. J!o~t.:o C!j~Loog e 

_j 
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CoDot d'Berbola, Mfl 
Comineo, Philip de, lllfl 
C..mmeree, ita PJ'O!l"'M ill the ltth and 

13th centurie•, 131 
Committee of Public Safety, their atroel· 

Ueo, 54td~tq. 
Communeo, eufnnchioemmt of the, ltfl 
Coacini, marahal of Fn.uce, tbe fayourite 

of Hary de Medici, 319; murder of, SSt 
Concordat, treaty of the, au, flM 
Cond~, duke d'Ensbien, aumamed the 

ataotloople, if>.; their dlsuten, Ill, us; 
eaptun Niee, Antioch, amd leruaalem, 
sn ; ~eeond erasade, " ; tbird cna•ade, 
aod the Wnatrioua ebaractero enn«ed, 
102 ; fourth cruaade, and ita atitan .. 
guiobed leadera, lofl ; the Cruoadera 
eopture CooaiiUitlnople, ib. 1 genenl in· 
fiueoee of the cruoadeo, 128 

Culloden, Prillce Charlea defeated at, 452. 

Great, hi• firat feat of arma, S57; hb DAaoaaa'l' l.,blaft11yoYerthethreeking. 
J!re&l nctory over the Spaniarda, 367 ; doma of the Frank monarchy, 34; IJfUI• 
hia military au-, 1&1 et uq.; ar- dour and lunry of bla reign, 115, sf!; 
rooted, S75; the rinl of Turenne, S7CI; defeated by the Venedoa, 86; hb death, 
declllftd a rebel, S77 ; military opera· afl 
tiona of, 378 d ••q. 1 hia grat battle --II., king of Autrula, .....U.atcd, 
with William of OfiiiiP, SUI ; hb death, 10 
3U3 -- III., king of .luatruia, 40 1 death of, 

-- prloce do, cbaracter of, t&lt np· 41 
porta the Proteotaoll, 273, t8fl; po;-ed, D' A~-u, chiUicellor, 415 
193 Dam1eoa, hia attempt to uauaioate Loula 

-- Loub de, alalo, t80 XV.,IUid hla frlgbtful puol.bmeot, 455 
Coodb, fii~bt of the, Si3 D' Aodelot, character of, ICIS 
Cooflana, .U. de, battle of, 4111 Danton, mloiater of ja&iee, lit 1 hla 
Cooatable de Hontmoreoci, bla death, 178 aeeution, MS 
Cenataooe, council of, ita proeeedinsa, 1114 Daotaie, capture of, ill 11107, fll3 
ConaiiUitillople, captured by the Cruoaden, D' Auu, Ch .. aller, deYotcd branry of, 

lofl; roeaptured by the Greeb, ttl ; 4&J 
taken by the Turb, lofl; -..qUCDCa Daun, taanllal, defeat. Frederick II., 41111 
of ita eapture, 16. Dauphin of Fraoee, title of, firat eoof.,..,d 

Conatituent AMembly. &e Natloaal ,b. on Prince Jolla, IM 
.. mbly - the 100 of Chari,. VII., blo fligU 

Collldtution of the :r- III., us ; of the aod impriaoomeut, 2116 
year VIII., SUO -- the 100 of Louia XIV., leada the 

Conau1ate, the, eotahllahed in Frante, 511!1 Freoeh armleo, 402 
Copenhageu, bombardment of, In 1807, Cl15 Dauphiny, promee of, aonexed to France, 
Coperoieoa, ayatem of, 315 154; title of" dauphin" derired there· 
Coi-day, Charlotte, her heroiom aod death, from, if>. 

5S8 Decue mlniotry, Clflg 
Cornwallia, gmenl, anrrenden to the Delauny alaughtered, 4gg 

Americana, 480 D' Engbien, due, afknrardll the great 
Coraiea, troubleo ill,«&; anited to France, Cood4, 817 

4CIS - tbe d.-odaot of Cood4, hla arrat 
Corunoa, battle of, fllo aod ezeention, lltll 
Couota of the empire, their power, fill; I>eomareta, John, hb ezecotioo, lSI 

tllelt authority nuder the fendal ayatem, Deomoulina, C&mille, 4U8 n D'E.tainr, count, 478 
Coop d'~tat of the <tth September, 17U7, Dettinseo, battle of, 448 

577 Die,.,., Ptqne, publiahed by Grogor:r VII., 
Courtray, battle of, 141 87 
Coarta, eouoty, diaplaeed by natloaal Didier, eoant of Touloue,ll5 ; hia geniu, 

eonrto, 75 ttl 
Coothon, bb atrocitleo, uiJ Directory, ill inatallation aod proeeodlnl!l, 
Cootraa, battle of, 2111 SCII et eoq. 1 ito deapotie meaaurea, 577 ; 
Crecy, battle of, Ut itaaitnation,ast d""'!·l itodeeline,IIU; 
Crequi, duke de, 3113 aod diuolution, 187 
CreopY, treaty of, 154 Dreux, battle of, 271 
Crovelt, battle of, 45o Droia d'Aubaioe, 405 
CrWoo, hla ooble bnvery, 197 Druids, their relipoo and lawa, I ; adopted 
-- duke de, beai'l•• Gibraltar, 488 by the Gallie populatioo, U.. 1 driYen 
Cromwell, Oli•er, hia power and iofiueoee, from Gaul ioto Britain, 8 

382 ; io allianee with the Preach, if>. ; Dn BourR, trial aod a ... uoo of, tfl7, t68 
death of, 383 Du Gueaclin, Bertraod, hia~re&t celebrity, 

Cruadea and Cruoaden,-the flrot enuade tllp d ''f· ; hia Tietoriea, 170 tl •'f· 1 
under Philip I., 88 ; lmporiiUice of, Ia hia death, 178 
cooaolidatingthepapacy,ib.l uertionsof Daboia, eardinol, 431!; death of, 438 
Peter the Hermit in aupport of the, 119; Duelling, barbaroua practice of, JIG ; 
orlsJn of the term, go ; entblllium of capital punbhment r, 348 l 
the Crnuden, if>. 1 thcJ meec at Con- Dumu, ar. de,sGIIIId by oog e 

3A2 
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Dumouries, paenl, bio character, 616; 
bia rictorieo, 623 d "'I· ; hia duenion 
to the enemy, 1135 

Dunkirk, oi•ge of, ud rea.& or the dnke 
of York from, 1141 

Dupeo, doy of the, S47 
Duploix, diarnee of, ell 
Duqu .. ue, hio naoal triumpho, ~ 
--, Fort, diapateo reopecting, 467 
Duteh, their reoiotanee to Spain, liiC; to 

the French, Sill, sgo; defeat the 
Frenoh. CIS, CIC; their haupt)' de
mando from the French, c 1 c 

Duftrlley, miniater of Louia XV., 4311; 
hia diomiual, CCI, 

EAITI:I:II empire, diTialon of, by the Cra· 
oadera, lOCI 

Ebrouin, mayor of the palace of Neuotrla, 
87; bio deopotiom ud fall, as; olaia, 
CO; hiaebaneter,l6. 

Ede- eonotituted a fief of Jernoalem, 
Ill 

Edward JII., neeeedo to the En1lloh 
throne, 1411; lay• claim to the French 
croWD, 16. ; hia eonteoto with France, 
160 efuq.; hia death, 174 

Ep, mayor of the palace of Neootria, S7 
EIIYPt, io'I'Uion of, in 17118, 6711; e.-ed 

li:t' the French, 6115, 6QG 
El-Ariah, eonnntion of, 6115, 6QG 
Eleanor of Aquitoine, diYoreed from Louia 

VII., gg; her marriage with Heal)' 11. 
of Englud, i6. 

EUot, paeral, hia defence of Gibraltar, 
480 

Eliaabetlt, queen of England, -teo 
lila.,., queen of Seoto, 2!)3 

Emigration of the nobUlt:r of .France, soo ; 
ito great inereue, 61S 

Enfranehl8ement,jrogreoo of, 127 
Enslud, oubdue by the Suono, 85 1 

conquered by the N orlllllllo, i6. ; feodal 
o:rotem extended to, 16. See Britain. 

-- hootilllieo with, 160, 174 1 pro
jected deoeent on, 185 ; reYOlution in, 
!go; the En1lloh loftde Ji"ruee, lilt; 
their espulolon, IOC 1 war with .France 
in 175CI, C57 ~~ ~g. ; her ftrioDO ne
.,.._, c60; peace of Paria, highly od. 
YaDtageouo to, cCic 1 her eonteoto with 
the Amer:cu colonie• and Fruce, 478 
et uq.; treaty of peoc:e with .France, 
481 

Enguerraad de Jlarigny, ftrot miniater of 
Philip IV., 142; hio e:teelltion, 146 

Epemon, duke de, sss 
Eifnrt, convention of, 6111 
Ermeprde, wife of Louia I., death of, 61 
Eulin1, battle of, 6ts 
Eudeo, duke of Toulonoe, receive~ the 

title of Iring, Cl ; bio eonteoto with the 
Mahometuo, CS, 4C 1 elected king of the 
French nation, 68 ; death of, 60 

Eualne, prince, oon of the count de Solo
~na, 403 ; eommanda the imperial army, 
408; hlo milill:l)' operation• againot the 
French, cog et ng. 

Euric, Ieider of the Vialsotho, 8 

Europe, condition of, durins tile 14th ...a 
16th centuries, 181, h41'9 ISS, Sl9; aDte 
of, ia 1598,314,316; io 1161, 183; ._ 
agoinot, by Louio XIV., 411 ef .... ; 
peace in, coCI; atate of, in 1715, •zs ; 
,.,neralwar in 1744, 4411; ita .....,._ 
ID 18!0. Cl71; qi&ated - of. iD 11117, 
6115, 6gG 

Enagelic Union, fOYmation of tile, ftl 
E:tcomm1111ieation, emp)oyeol by the J1011Do 

81 ; it. coaaequenee., 16. 
Eylau, battle of, 6JS. 

FABI:I:'I', marohal, dariq feat of. S57 
Foioana, lole of, eonferenceo ia tile. 38S 
FamUyeompact lisned between Fnoace..,... 

Spaln,c63 
Fan"boars St. Antoine, battle vi the. ll;8 
Fayette, Madame de Ia, 35C 
Federation of the lcth of July, N1 
Fenelon, the anthcw vi T~ pene-

euted, Cl8 
Ferdinand 11., emperor ofGe.-J, deatJo 

of, 354 
- Ill. of Spain, hlo wealmeoo and Jll!l"• 

jDIJ, 68o, 681; rel-.f. by the Freada 
&1'1111, au ; bi• tyraaDJ, u. 

Feudaloyotem, ito ftrot eata~t, 71 ; 
paeral u:pooitioa of the, 71. ll07 ; ita 
r&{'id eztealion, 74; gift& birth to 
chin.IIJ, &e. 7CI; ito opp.-ive eJauae. 
ter, 78; -ded to En1laall and tile 
Eut, 80, Ill 

Feuillut miniotry, ita proceedinp, IIIII"' 

F:..'diuto, elub of the, 610 
" Field of the Clo&h of Golcl," ~ 

of, tel 
Field of llareh, held by the .Franko, 17 
Fifteenth centul)', great dioeoTCriea 11114 

evento of the, zsc-tsCI 
Finuee, operationo of, in 1718, 4111, 431; 

wretched otote of. in Fnmee, c66 
Fine arto, state of, in 1773, .;3 
Flagellanto, oeet of, 15C 
Flaodero, becomeo attached to B....,....Sy, 

185 ; enfruchl10111eat of, t110; bootilitieo 
in, 355 ; conqneot of, S88 ; French ctllll· 
Poisn in, 4114; captured by Marlboroaflll, 
412 ; tbe Frencb eYacuate the COIIDII)', 
Cl3, CJC 

Fleuelleo Ul&llinated, 41111 
Fleuruo, battle of, C03 
FleuiJ, cardinol. minister of t-is XV .. 

en ; his odminiotratioa, 443 tt -.. ; 
hi• death, 4C9 

Floral pmeo, inotitatlon of, in lst5, 148 
Florence, pique of, 15C 
Fontaine Fru~oioe, battle of, Ill 
Fontainebleau, aaembly of rei~ 

at, '70; treatieo of, 615, 64J 
Foatenoy, battle of, t61 
Fouquet, ouperintendent of ftniUieeo, tn.l 

of, 880 
Fol<,min'-ofEnglud,Gog; biodeath,lln 
Foy, pneral, funeral of, 6gt 
Fruce, primitbely known under the~~

of Gaul, I ; occupied by the Celto ud tlae 
Jberiano, UJ. ; the thmt.klnpomo of, 31 ; 
Ito politlcalcllj~I~~~'Of Pepla. 
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11., Gs; IDnded bythe Norlll&llaandSU... 
eeu, 16. ; protnicted cl9il war lldweeo 
the two famillea of CharlemiiJIIe and 
Eudea, 11!1 ; the tenth century the moot 
diautroaa of her histot')', 71 ; her boun· 
darieo at the aeeeaion of the Capel dy. 
naatyj ill ; progr- of literature and the 
arts a the lith eeatary, gs; bounda
riflll of, under Philip Jl., 101 ; pnnal 
reftediona on the otate of, 123, 181, 188, 
1117, llO&, 108, 337; dnaatatlnscueer of 
the Enslish, UIS ; cmt wan of, 1111, uo, 
1!11,303, 8~,373 •I •ttt•IID~aaiOII of, by 
the Enslish, lin tt •"'·; progreae of 
Proteotanism ID, tGt ; inf1111oaa state of 
the conrt, t87; dilrerent parties In, 317; 
her prooperlty under Sully, 321, S2ll; 
-n of, 351, 307, 488, 467 tt ~·; liter .. 
tare of, in IlleS, 3G4, 3& ; her Ulaatrioaa 
men, U.p. Loula XIV., 3117 ; ber lin an· 
dal diatreu in 17011, 4141 her treadea of 
peeee In 17011, 417, 418 1 her dlatiD. 
piahed commanden, 421 ; anion of Lor· 
nine and Conlea with, 446; her llnancea 
and foreign all'ain, ,..,:f.• Loala XV., 
446, 470 ; atete of, on bla oath, 47J, 473; 
dlatiDpiahed ehancten of, 16. ; aaaista 
the Alilerlean colonia apinat England, 
477, 478; war with Ensland, 478 eheq.; 
1- her Indian pouelaiona, 431 ; treaty 
of peaee with Ensland, ib. ; otate of 
1-..insln 1788,4111; ~lution ofl7SII, 
4113 el .eq.; new poppbieal dlmlona 
of, 605 ; fall of the monarehy of, 5111; 
ln•aaion of, by tbe alliea of Europe,~~·; 
empire of, proclaimed, Go3 ; thiid eoeJI. 
ti011 a!ralnot, In 1805, Go5 ; in'I'Uion by 
the alllea In 1813, Gsll; otete of politieal 
pertlea, 6~o. 661, 668; llnal apulsion of 
the Boarbona from, 704; pneral re
fltdiona on, 707 thtq. 

Jl'rancla 1., aaeeeeda to the French throae, 
ft7 ; bia defeat and eapti•ity, N5 ; hia 
eneouragement of the arts, 143; his 
death, 165 ; his policy and ebane. 
ter, 256; the illnatrioaa men of his 
msn, 16. 

-- ll., biatory of Fnnee from his -
olon, s66 tt ~·; deatJs of, 171 

-- Jl,, emperor of Germany, 315 
Jl'ranklin, Benjamin, his mit to the eoart 

of Venaillea, 477 
Franko, alate of GanJ before their lnY&aion, 

I ; tbe anelent nation of, 5 ; Clo9ia their 
head, 9; their inY&alon of Gaul, II, II; 
their martial apirit, 12; Clono eleeted 
their leader, 16.; embraee Chriatianity, 
iJ>, ; their career arreated by Theodoric:, 
II ; their four eapitalo, 15 1 their rellsion, 
Jaws, and uaaga. 16-18; difFerent tribe. 
of, 18; t.beir ftrioua eoYereip1, H. 23 ; 
Clothalre 11. deelared klos, 88; Dago
bert'o atended away OYer the, sc; de
ellne of the, 41 ; th•ir conteote with the 
ll.1hometano, t3, 44; Pepin eleeted king, 
47; their aanguinary 1truple., 48, cp; 
their conqaeato under Cbarlemasne, 5 t 
•I ~· ; decline and taU of tbe Carlorin. 
!Pen dynasty, 611 tl ~. ; dllmember· 
ment of the empire, 68 

Jrnclesnnde, wife of Chllperle, IS, N ; re. 
lnotatn tbe ancient kin11dom of Neuotria, 
11 ; ber rrueltie., 32 

Frederick 11. of Prnaala (the Great), In· 
mea Sileaia, 446; eaten Bohemia and 
llonTia, and eaptarn Pngue, 45CI ; hie 
military tareer, ud aurcet~fut opentiona 
apinot Fnnee and A ... tria, 468 ot oeq. 

Free companiea, their es-and formid· 
able orpniaation, 171 

Freeholda, tenue of. amons the Fnnluo, Ill 
Freemen, their condition under the feudal 

oyotem, 77 
Preneh, date of their lint biatorieal mot

nee, 68 ; kinp of the, 68, jig 1 their 
early career, 78; their military opera
tion• In 1741, 450 d.eq.; ....,.... of 
the, GIS, Gsa; retreat from Raaola, their 
aderinp, asa, G37. s~. Fnnee 

- Aeademy founded by Riebeliea, s«k 
Friedland, battle of, IUS, «114 
Fronde, war of the, 373 d ~· 
Frondean, partiaano of Parliament, 871 
Faanteo, count de, death of, 3«57, 

GAa&taLL& d'EatrHo, death of, 317 
" Gabelle," tax of, eotabliohed by Pbilip 

VI., 1541 diltorbaneeo in eonoequenee, 
168; abolished by the Steteo-Geaeral, 
1511 

Galata, the name of the Gaul• who in· 
nded Aola llfinor, 2 

Galilean Chareb, artldea of the, 3115 
Gaaol011, pneral, 412 
Gaaton of Orlean•, 1081!1le• aplnat Birhe· 

Ilea, 341 ; losulte Riehelieo, and llieo 
from Fnnee, 348 ; defeated at Caatel· 
naudary, 3411 

Gaul, otateof,l; iundedbydill'erentraeea, 
1,11 inftdes German.!', Italy, and Aola 
lfluor, t; eabmita to the Romaa yoke, I, 
3; the Gaul a bore the dlotineti•e appella
tiODo of Bels-, Cello, aodAquitanE, 1, S; 
lte proopenty under the llomana, 4 ; 
dl9ided Into freemen and aerfa, 16.; Chrio
tlanlty eotabllohed in. 5 1 onbmite to the 
Visigoth• aud other barbarian in>aden, 
8, 11 ; otate of, in the time of Clom, II; 
under the lleronnpn dyoaaty, 11 ot 
~.; ID .. ded and conquered by the 
Franko, 12 ; otete of, under the CarlDYID· 
sian dyouty, 47 et•eq. 

Genoa, bombardment of, by the French, 
3115 ; declareo war againo& Auotrla, 4fll 

Oenoerie, the leader of the Vandalo, 6 
Georp lll. aaeeodothe En11lilh throne, 461 
Gepicleo, a nee of Gotha, cr 
Gabert, hla knowledge and learning, 81; 

his elflfttion to the Papal See, ib. 
Germono,tbe ln .. den of Rome, 5; divided 

Into Fnnluo, Bargnndiano, Allemaonl, 
and Suooo, 5, 6 

Germany, ftriooo tribea of, ally themael.,.,. 
with tbe Franluo, liO ; dlooolution of the 
empire, 610 1 Freoeh eampaign In, of 
18011,631 

Gibraltar, taken b.l' the Enpiah, 41 1 ; alese 
of,480 

Giroadin mi'!,~,tn.:~ &~(~},a, 315· 
reealled to powor, &It; tbehCfill; 137 
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Giroodi•, t11e1r eunti•, a.s 
Godf,.,y de Bouillon, eommander of the 

lint eruaade, 110 ; ocbowledpd kiq of 
Paleotloe, Ill 

Godot, Pri""" of P- 015 
Gombette law, of the Bnrpodiana, 18 
Gondemar, kins of Burpndy, defeau the 

Franko, !0; dethroned, 16. 
Gondeftld, heoda the <oupiraey agalnat 

Clothaire II., 17; io alaiD, !9 
Gontna, klnl fll the Franb, !5; deUh 

of,30 
Gotho, thela'ftclereflfRome, It thenriono 

neeo flf, 61 ei..rn-1 by Roman mannen, 
11 1 conqvred by Clcnio, 13 ; di'rioioe of 
tbelr empire, 11 

Gram-t, dnke de, hia lllllitar)' hlaaMn, 
.. 8 

" Grand CoaDcll," eotehlilhJDent fll the, 
118 

Graaae, <aunt de, hla naftl operatiou, 478 
~~ ltq. 

Granlinee, bettie of, tGI 
Greelu, innrrection of the, 47S, 474; their 

emancipation, ~96. ~7 
Gregorian <oleQdar, arraapcl bJ Pope 

G"''OJJ XIII., 815 
Grepry V, exconunnnicata Roberi Capet, 

81 
--VI., pope of Rome, 84 
-- vn., pope of Rome, B7; eotehlW.. 

the College of Cardinalo, ib.; publlaheo 
the DictGhu P-. ib.; rei.._ the 
oubjecto of Henry IV. from their alle
lflu<e, 88; dieo in exile, ib.; the qi
nuor of the cruaadea, ib. 

-- X., ou«eedo to the ponti6eal th'IOile, 
134 ; re<oncllea the Larin and Greek 
cbveheo, 188 

Gri1ro, brother of Pepin, hla death. 411 
Gulfcr, kins of Aqaitaioe. bia <onteota 

with the Franka, 411; .._toated, lb. 
Guordo, French, lint creation of t!>e, 178 
Guebriant, eommaoder ia crermany, a$7, 
Guelph• and Ghibeliuu, -• of the, 101 
Guennde, treaty of, 170 
Gainepte, bettie of, 233 
Guinea, treaty of, 1115 
Guiaeard, Robert, conquen Apnlie,- Cala

brie, and 8ielly, 85 
Guiae, Francia de, defeato the Proteotanta 

at Dreus, 275 ; .. nuinated, ib. 
-.-, duke of, bead of the " League" for 

deotroyin~~: Proteotantiam, 188; hio an
daeity, 2111; hi• popularity, 2114, !95; 
made lfODeraliaaimO, llgG I 'UIIIinatcd, 
2117 

Gllioea, of the houoe of Lorraine, their 
hootilily to Proteatllntiam, !67 et otq. 

--, conapirecy againot tbe, 1611 ; their 
aanguinuy euculione, 170; death of 
tho, 297 

Guota'fllo Vaoa, king of Sweden, 241 
-- Adolpbua, en~ea ia the Thirty 

Yean• Wu, a•G; hi• vietorioue career 
aod dea•'1, 3~1 

-111. ol Sweden, 471, 

B.U<AtJ, battla of, 438 
Bano•er, treaty of, 441 

Bapobarp. ~of, lSI 
Buolfl, kiag el Enpd, I&; 6.-. ou 

the <OUt of Normandy, i6.; :Jie1U hia 
claim to tile Enpah throne, i6. 

B-.t, COUll& <M, hla IIDilltalJ -· 357 
Raotiap, bettie of, 85 
Hainoiu, the Dlltdo miniater, 415 
Henry I. (Capel), oaceeedo hia fotloer, 

Robert, 181; enppo in boatilitiea with 
hia brother, 83; mam.. Anne, daqll• 
of the II!JUid dnke of Rauia, 84 ; hla war 
with William the Butard, i6.; hia 
death,"· 

-1., kinJ of Enlflanfl, 113; hia deatk.ll4 
- II., kiDS of Ensland, 1H ; aubcla .. 

Jrelaud, i6. ; doco pcoance at the tomb 
of,._.. A' Beckett, IDt; 1aia deada, 
101 

- 11. of Jl'ranee, oueeeeda to tile throne, 
167t hia d...,atic edi<ta, "·; ....... 
with tile pope and Spain, 158 ; hia death, 
144; rellectioao ou hia ~haracter, 165 

-- Ill., ucndothe French thrune, 1115; 
hla bicotrJud delouclaeriee, S8CI, :1117 ; 
otin ap a ci•ilwv,l86; infamoao_.of, 
187; hia diepeoeful pleu....., lie; tiN 
from ~ !95; io ue<>m•p•iclted, 
1!1111 _,ation of, i6. 

-- 111., <mperoroto..nna.y, 85; np. 
JMW1a the rd'OIDYI in the Church, 87 

- Ill., ki"' of Enlflaad, II& ; coaccdeo 
tH " Prvriaion1 of Osford." I tl 

- IV. of NaYUTe, pino the bettie or 
eo .. -. !91; ............ to the thtoH of 
France, :Sot; hie cbanctu. 300, Sll; bia 
'nrioooo clril <onteota, 303 d ..,. ; his 
abjwatioa, lOg; defeato llayeene, at ; 
hia ba.ane condact, a.; besietJa ud 
c:aptw. Paria, 304. 305, 3811, S II 1 )11'0-
daimcd by the pope, 11~; iooaea tile 
edict of Nan teo, 3 IS ; re-eotabliohea fJI'du 
in the kin~, S1G; bia wealtn-
317; miUTlOI llaryde Mediei, SIS; hia 
wile adminiotration 1111der 8uUy, 3tl .t 
Mf• ; coaopiraq apinat, 3ft; hia lme 
for Charlotte de MonlmOhiiCJ, U3; 
-meted by Reftillae, :115; lamalta
tlono for hio deotb, il>. ; otyled tbe 
" Father of hio People," i6.; s-nJ. 
refteeliou Oil, 316 

--IV., emperor oro.-,, B;'; oub
mita to the pope, 88; &"""lfOI m-it o.• 
Pope Gregory, 16. ; hio ocaDdaloua life, 
iJ>,; OUOIIlDlUDiceted, i6. 

-- V ., kius ol Enlflud, pruclainaeol. re
pnt of Fraaee, Jill ; hi• deeth, ;6, 

-VI., empero&" of GermanL, :~&; hio 
impriannment of Richard oi EDs· 
land, il>. 

-- Vl.,ldus of EJII)and, 148 
-VII., ldas of Knsland, till 
Beretico penecntcd by CoDotan<e, 81 
Blldehrud, hia gnat geniua, 86 ; reoolll• 

tiouiaa the Cbareb, ot.; lllet'OOcle to ue 
pepal throne u Grqory VII., 87; lu> 
ell"- for the oapremecy ot the Cluu<b 
ot Rome, a. 

Bin~~! ar2]11M60. " , g ,(#llb ltio pat 
auwonty, w, '-''"'0 
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Roelae, paenl JU. ...UilllrJ-, 103 
Hocbatett, batUe of, 410 
Bolland, innded by Louia XIV., 380; tho 

French espelled from, :igl; abondoned 
by :France, m; eonquut of, in JiQ5, 
&55 ; united to France, 627 

•• Holy Alli&Dce," treaty 10 ealled, 1173 
Holy Land, oripn of cn11adeo to the, 86 
Bo•e, admiral, relieYea Gibraltor, 480 
Bqh the Groot, named Hush capet, 

aacendo tiM French throne, 70. See 
C. pet 

- de Beuaftia pat to deeth by Coa
otance, 81 

Husuenota, the reformen of J'ranee, 275; 
alaul!'hter of &lao, S83 ; war againat &lae, 
3J7, 340 

Houwd, kinl!' of Aq11itaine, aubmlta to the 
Franko, 48; bla abdication, 411 ; hio fti11 
attempta to repi11 hit dominiono, &0 · 

Handred Dayo, &lao, &5, aaa 
Hungary, )faria Therna'o appeal to the 

otateo of, and Ita effec:to, 447 
Hunt, ancient race of &lao, 6; inndeltaly, 

7 j their de•tntetiYe career, ib.; their pro .. 
greM cheeked by tbe VLiiaotba and 
&lao Romano, iii, 

H-, JohD, euc:uted, 1111. 

J•••u·••· ancient raee of, 1 
Ibnbim Pacba. of Egypt, Gps 
Jaoageo, diaputeo reopectlng the •onhlp 

of, 63 
Important., memben of the cabal of, 371 
India, &lao French upelled from, 481 
Ianocent Ill., pope of Rome, 108; lola 

penecution of &lae Albipoio, 1/i, 
ln•ealiturea, wu of, 88 
Italy, oubmita to the 1o ... of Odotlftl', 8; 

beromeo aoeparate kingdom on the deotb 
of Charla le Gro., 158; situation of, in 
14g.4, 223; tbe French armiea in, 3~3; 
French campaign of, 6V2 et li!q.; aitua
tion of, In 1810, G7ll; inourrection of, 
oubdued, 674 

Jy.y, battle of, 303. 

J'ACODJU, origin of the, &08 
~ ocqoeric, inourreetlon and eseeueo of the, 

1611; their defeat and muoaere, Ill? 
J'ameo II. of En~Jland, a Freneb io•ulon 

attempted in hio favotll', 413 
~ane do Montfort, eelebrated for her heroic 

defeoce ol Hennebon, 161 
-- Ia Boitenoe, bra?Ory of, 161 
.J-nlote, quurela of &lae, 388; tltelr 

orl"n, IIi. n. ; veraecutiono of &lao, 418 ; 
tht11' eon!Htt with &lao Molioiota, 443, 4H 

.Januart. edict of, 2i2 
Jamae, battle of, 2711 
Joanne d' Albret, queen of Nanrre, de

graded, ll77; her COUJ'&IOOUI CODduet, 
1180 ; death of, 281 

-- d'Arc, her btrolom, Yictorlea, and 
deeth, llOI el •t<t· 

.Jemmapeo, bottle of, &ttl 
Jena, bottle of, 611 
Jerome of Prape esec:uted, 1114 
.Jen~talem, lmportuee of a pilgrimase to, 

88; capture of, by &lao Crulaclen, 1111 

kiasdom of, founded, lb.; captnred bJ 
the Mogul Tartaro, 114 

Je.uita, ordnof. founded,l50n.; order of, 
aboliahed, 4.54, 465 ; their intrigue•. 6i7; 
tolerated b, Louio XVI., i6,; f••oured 
by Cbarlea X., 11~2; ordinanceo againat 
tho, in 1 ~28, 6!17 

Jewt, per1eeution1 oftbe, 82, 101, 147 
John 1., euceeeda to the French throne, 

J54; hi a viol~nee, 166; his impriaoo· 
mont, 162. IllS; bio death, 168 

-, kons of England, lOS; ia cited be
fore hie peera and u.cmnmunicatrd, I U3, 
I Ot ; oigno Mapa Charta, I 0~ ; hia 
death, 16. 

-- de Ia Vaqnerie, hia noble reply 10 
Louis XI., 216 

--, king of Bohemia, 161 
Joaepb Jo Nre, death of, $II 
Jourdan, •eneral, 567 
Joyeue, duke. llain, tg2 
J11dith, wtfe of Louio 1., diaaolnte chiii'Deler 

of, 61 
Julien, capture of the city of, 3ll8 
Juliuo II., pope of Rome, ll30; hio dratb, 

ll32 
Justice, celebrated bed or, 431 
J 111tinion, emperor of the Eut, onbdueo the 

Oatrogotba, Ill ; Paodocta of, d•acovered, 
117 

Janna! dea Unino, ehucellor of France, 
2011. 

KnnL, admiral, hi• aaYal Bellon at 
Uabant, 478 

Keray, edict or, 6G 
Kief, one oftheancient aapitalaof Ru1aia, 84 
Kmg, title of, among the Franke, 14 
Kleber, ~teneral, 6116 
Kot&obue ao-inated by Cbarleo Sond, 67~ 
Kulm, battle of, 638 
KJmrJO, &lae name of&laeucieotCimbri,l. 

LA FAYITT&, ttido the Ameri<an colonleo 
again at Kng"land, 477; elected preaident 
of the National Aasembl;r, tSHJ i ratraiae 
the popular out bunt, 604 : bia imprioon
mont, 6j0; dJaplay• the tricolourr.d tlas, 
and beado &lae National Guard, 703 

La Hope, nan! battle of, 40S 
" La Pais des Dame•," treaty of, 2'7' 
La Roche-Aheille, battle of, ll80 
La Rotta, battle or, S.'ld 
La tail!e, lmpoot of, 3i0 
La Vend4!e, war of, 53~; eonqaeat of, 641 
Lally, count, lola unfortunate career, 461, 
46~ . 

Lally Tollendal, his opeech to the National 
AuemblJ, 4P7 

Latnoignoo, miuioter of Louio XVI., 484, 
485 

u Lan~e d'Oe., and "J..augue d'OiJ,,. J2.& 
La•alette, the Jesuit, 464 
Law, tbe Scoteh fin&~~ciCY, 430 ; hio ocheme, 

434; ito failure, 436, 437 
Laybac:b, congreoa or, 11;4 
Le•!P'• for dc:otroJins.J'roteotantiam, ito 

ofll!'ln, 188; ·~lied ow. cary 111 • 
~811; uoa{[~~~ ~'2111' "' • ~ 
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"Jape of th• Public Good," eotablloh
mmtof thP, liO!I 

IAbrun, third conoul of Fruee, 6118 
LeRiolanft ~robly, opena ito aittlnp, 

611; ito constitution, 613; ito diuolu• 
tion, 630 

Leipoic, battle of. 1138 
LeDI, b&Uie of, 3118 
Leo Ill. reotored to the popeclom by 

Charlemagne, 114 
-IX. taken p.W.er by the Normau, 

II& 
-- X., pope nf RomP, Sst 
Leudeo, the pat lorda amons the Frana, 

Ill; plot of thP, !8 
L'H6p1tal, De, Ilia politleal adnee, t7G, 

!78, !711 
Liberty, aappretolon of, In Europe, 117<& 
Li~~t~J, battle of, 6541 
Lioaa, battle of. 460 
Literature, otate of, in the ll!th eentnry, 

315; in 1642, sec; in 17i5, 4CS; In 1773, 
471; in li88, •Ot 

Lodi, bridse of, .;ctoPJ of the, 5114 
Lollardo, their riae and propoa, I 114 
Lombardo, tbe ~ra of the northern 

part of Italy, C7 
Lombardy, hootilitiea in, •os 
Lonato, Yictory of, 6118 
Lonrurnlie, duke of, hla death, 3110 
Lorraine, ori!fin of the name, GO ; conqaMt 

of, 350 ; untou of, with Fruu:e, 46$ 
--, llouoe of ito peroecntlns apirit, 206 

•luq. • 
--, cardinal de, 202, llGs; hiJotr:r and 

death of, liSCI 
--, Cbarlea duke of, hia mUitary op

tiona, 380 
Lothaire I., aon of Looia I., cruel treat

ment of bia father, Ill; contcala with hla 
brotbera, C!c ; bia death, GO 

-11., estmt of hia ltinsdom, GO; hia 
death, IJ>, 

--, oon of Louia IV., oaeceecla to the 
French throne, 70 

Loula, oon of Cbarlem8JDe, hecomea ldns 
of Aquitaine and othu neiJbbourins 

·-· 62,63 -le m,ue, Ilia wea~aa- and 1-, 
tl7 

-- I., aamamed " Le Deboaoabe," hia 
puaillaolmoao charaeter, 60, C!c; hla 
domeotlc troubleo, CII-GS ; bia death, 
C!c ; sanguinary cuntcab of bla oono, lb. 

-II., emperor of the Frana, G01 hia 
weakneu,U>. 

-- II I., aon of Lonia le mgu., 117 
-- IV., oucceeda to the French crown, 

1111 ; death of, 70 
--, emperor of Germany, 160 
-- V ., death of, 10 
--VI., auceeeda to the Frmeh throne, 

113; defeated at Brenneville, 114; hi• 
death,ll5 

--VII., married to Eleanor of Aqui
taine, 95; •a.«eed1 to tbe Fteaeh throne, 
P7 ; command• the aecond crusade, gs ; 
blo dlvoree, 1111; hio deatb, 100 

-- Vll 1., oucceadoto tbo French tUone ; 
II 2 1 hia death, {b, · 

Loula IX., -.Ia the Jl'reaell throne, I Is ; 
Ilia marriqe, {6.; hio lint craoade, II~ 
d uq.; bia lqialaUon, 118; h11 virtueo, 
1111; hlo -..plea. 110; hia 8eCOnd ...... 
lade, ISS ; Ilia death, liS 

- x., ltins of Na'I'Ufto -a. the 
French throne, 146 ; hi• pi'OllipeJ and 
death, i6. ; en.-... of Ilia reip, I ctJ 

-XI., oaceeeda to the French throne,. 
toG; hiapoliey,S07,210; bioordiuanceo, 
108, 115 ; hla •UJ*Hitiona, :1114; Us 
dea•h. !115 

- XII., ueenda the FnDeh throne, :1117; 
hia maniap aod di•orce, IS8 ; hia cleada, 
113: blo cliaracter, i6. 

--XIII., a...,.da the thraae of FraDee, 
ISO ; marriap of, 33!; bit ftriaaa mea
ourea, S!CI ; hia deopotiam, 338 : hio 
walmeu, 3311 ; nrroaa admlnlstntion 
of laia miniater Rocbelleu, 3311 d Uti·; 
death of, sCI I; reftectiona on Ilia reip, 
SCII 

--XIV., birth of, 155; hia millority. 
SCICI; nppres•ea hia Parll-eat, 381 : 
hlo cbaracier at tbo ap of tweaty, 384 : 
bia miniate,., 885 ; bio determined oJ.ririt, 
U.; bio haashty ~lley, and military 
preparatloao, 38G ; Ilia conqueata, 388 ; 
alliance apinot, U.; lnY&dea Holland, 
!811; European Iearuea formed .,m-. 
1110, 3114 ; lncreue of hla domluioae, and 
Kreat political -dane:r. IllS til_,. r 
liia ...nona mililar)' operalioaa, IllS ; hia 
YIJorouo adminiatration and reforma, sg6 
el Itt/· l the sloriea of hia reJtn, 117. 
3118 ; bio marriap with Madame MaiD
tenon, 8!111; ....otea the edict of Nanteo, 
31111, COO 1 hia war llllaiDat Enrope, 411 
et ug. 1 Invade& Flaoilera, <604; IUitaino 
M\'llral defoala, 406; Ilia pancboa D&mod 
ancceoaor to the SpanW. thi'Oile, .o;; 
reai.ated by the powen of Earope, 417 
el Itt/• ' r- of hla marlae, 411 ; hia 
family miof-, 4 ICI ; hlo relisi
peneentiona, 41~, &I~; Ilia. rl<ath, 4to; 
bia patii'Dal adnee, fb.; h11 ~. 
&10 d Itt/.; reftectiono on Ilia reip, 431 ; 
bla will annulled, &Ill 

-XV., marria1e of, c.o; hio paori1e 
_....,..enta, 44:1 el n. ; hia dioUpaled 
lrreRularitieo. 460; aala~ edicto I....,. 
dur!Ds Ilia reiJrn, eM : Ilia ........w
lile, i/i, l hia edicta ~ the Putia
meat, C6CI; bia -IDatiOD attempllld 
b:r Damiena, fb.; i,_ alliance of, 
&G6 ; hia clomeatie 1-, fb. ; hia ubi· 
trary-. 4GO, 481, 41111 ; laio de
baacberiea, 471 ; hia death, fb, 1 bio 
deapicable chancter, C7S 

-- XVI., birth of, <655 ; hia fanlily com· 
pact with Spain, 4111; married to lluit 
Antoinette of Auotria, 471 ; ....ada tho 
French throne in li74, qs ; hio cUrac
ter, ib. ; hi.a mlnlotero, 474, C75; oupo 
porto the American eoloni. and enppo 
In hootllltiea with Entrland. 477 6 ...,, ; 
hia political inconaiatenciea, <&D; loio 
eontentlono with the Parlla.en&a, Clf 
dnq.; ro;ralolulntr~. bJ, Clf; 
arbitrary ~cl!fo y~f(_bil)~ ...._ 
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rlty virtually a:tiDet, 407 ~~ •~q. ; at. 
tempta conciliadoa, 100; awean to the 
Dew conllitution, &07; h!o flight, 610 ; 
arreated at Varenneo and brou~tht to 
Parill, ib.; hia trial, 6!8 ~~~"'1·1 hia leD• 
tence, 631 ; hia es.ecutioa, 532 ; reftee .. 
tlou 011 hia cbaraeter aad lellteoce, 533 

Loulo XVIII., h!o proteot apiut the eota
bliabment of the empire, Go3, Go4 ; pro
elaim~ king of France, 642; h!o eohy 
into Paria, G47; hia new ministi'J, ib.; 
hlo ftisht from Parle, 664; hio re-otr;y, 
1160; hia Villlle minlotr;y, 678; dlootfee
tioa apinot, 6711; i11•adeo Spaia, 1183 ; 
bia diooolutioa of the Cbamber, Clls; 
h!o loot momento, Gas ; h!o death, i6,; 
character of, GBII 

Louio· Philippe, hio cba,...,ter, 706; elected 
king of the French, 706 

Lun .. rn~. treot;y of, 6117 
Luther, hlo opinio11o, 141 ; h!o outlawr;y, t4 
Lotlell, battle of, iD 16ft, a& I; iD lUI, 

G37 
Luzemboars, ffte of, 618 
-- duke de, •ictor;y ot, at Plearua, 40S ; 

h!o campaign iD Fl&Ddero, 404, 406 
Lyonnaiae, oae of the four clitloiona of 

Gaul, 3 
L;yono becomeo the Hat of the Boiii&D 

admiaiotration, s. 
)fo.CBAVLT, a okilfuJ miuioter, 45, 
ll'liatracy, plan fcw deotroJIDg the, 485 
lfapoV11ld, d~ath of, :1111 
)fabomet II., oultaa of the Turluo, takeo 

Cout&Dtiaople, 206 
llahomet&Do, new religion aad empire of 

the, 43 ; their inu.ptiona iato Fnace, 
ib.; defeated by the Fraau, 44 

Maia-morte, edict of, .CM 
llaintoon, Madame, her OOCTet marrlap 

with LouloXlV., 31111; her inlluoco ooer 
him, 4111; her death, 410 

lllaioon, general, 6!17 
lllaleoherbeo, Lamoipan de, miDioter of 

Louio XVI., 474 
lfaliaeo, Jeasue of, tsll 
lfallum, aaaaalaooembly of the, 40, 41 
Malplaquet, battle of, 41S 
llaataa, declaratioa of, 6011 
Karat ~~&~~~iaated byCbarlotteCcwda;y, 638 
Mareel, Stepbea, pro•oot of Pario, 163 ; 

bia power aad authority, 16& ; h!o mur. 
der, Ul7 

Karen so, battle of, 5113 
lllarfee, battle of, 358 
J(ar~aret of Valolo, wickedaeoo of, 2811 
IIana Louioa, regent of Fraace, 11311 
llarla Tbereoa of Auot.rla, reoiots Frede-

rick ll. of Prauia, 446 et uq.; her ap
peal to the otateo of Hungary, f4i 

Jlarie Antoinette, her es.ecution, 50 
llarignao, battle of, 238 
lfarlllac, marshal de, decapitoted, 3111 
lllarine, French. deotruction of the, 411 
•• Maritime Confederation," formation of 

the, &Ill 
lfarlborousb, duke of, hio military opera. 

tiono apinot the Freacb, 4119 ~~ ltq.; 
recall of, 4111 

lllarlboroutrh, ducheoo of, oiFeado Queea 
Anae, 4J6 • 

lfanaoat, marahal, duke of Rapoa, h•ad. 
the royal troopo, 703 ; io defeated. 70 a 

" lllarmouoato," applicatloa of the aame, 
185 

lllaneilleo foUIIded by a colony of Pho·· 
ciant, 1 

Manin, manhal de, death of, 413 
llfartel. See Cbarleo 
Manipac, 11. de, mlalshy of, 1106 
lllartin IV., pope, 187 ; hio death, 188 
lfar;y de llfeclici, married to Beary IV., 

818; re~ncy of, 328; ber great power, 
8111 ; nil~ from court, 834 ; reotored, 
836 ; her oppooitioa to Richelleu, 347;. 
obll~ to quit Fraace, 348j ber pro

perty oeiaod, 3t!l; deoth of, 1101 
--, queea of Easl&Dd, marrleo Philip 11. 

of SpaiD, 2Go 
--, queea of Scotlaad, esecuted, llll3 
lfaooanlello, the llohermaa of Napleo, 3«18 
lllatllda, couat-, sovereip of Tuoeaay, 88-
Maapeoll, chancellor, 4117 ; h!o deopotic 

meaaureo, 4CI8, 4611 
Maurepao, the miaioter of Louio XVI., 

473, 474; death ot, 48t 
Maurice, priDce of s .. ouy, leader of the· 

Germaa Proteotaats, 268; bio death, 
aad lroubleo attodiDI it, 2511 

" If uimum. • • law of, 5.SS 
Ma;y11111e, duke de, proclaimed lieuteaaat. 

seneral, m; aoaumeo the title of lieu
tenaat-general, 302; defeated by Henry 
IV., 304; hio oppooition to HearylV,, 
aoe,sog 

lfayoro, uourpation of the, 311 
Huarla, Cardinal Juli111, hi•heroiebraveryr· 

347; named prime minister, 3tl7; biato-, 
tu0111 policy, sOg; blo arbitrary actoL 
378 ; hia rigorou. meuuree, 375 ; ha, 
political conteoto, 375, 377; bio retreat 
aad recall, 380 ; death of, 383 ; hio cha· 
racter, 384 

llfazarino. foction ol the, 371 
MmipJHan Satirt apinat the League, 315. 
.. Mercurial," aplanation of tho term, 

ll62 Do 
llferovin(iau dynaoty, biotory of Gaul 

under the, 1 I ; wan and crimea of the, 
Ill tl Rq.; oppotition to the, 26, 27; de· 
eliDe aad estinctioa of the, 3G d aoq. 

lleronwo, leader of the Franko, 7 
lferowig, tb~ lfr&Ddfatber of Clovio, II; de. 

ri•ation of the name, ib. a. 
llletternich, II(. de, miaioter of A111t.rla, 

673 
llfeto, oae of the Fraak capitalo, u, Ill;_ 

memorable defence of, 11511 
Michael Paloeologuo, emperor of the Eut, 

138 
Miguel, Don, ueurpation of, in Portugal, 

686 ; baniob~, 687 
Hilaa, fouad~ by the Gallic emigraatl, ll ~ 

conqueot of, llt!l 
Military acbool iDatituted by D' ArgeDIOD, 

45f 
"llinotrelo," origiaate~by the ruoadea, 

129 D'q t zed by :tO 1£ 
Mirabeau, h!o opwoDt, OIJ; • death, II 
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lfol~. lfaU!unr, preaideat of Parn-e, 
873,377, 

If olin iota, orlsia of the, 441 n. 
Monaaterieo, erection of, 17 
Montecacnlli tlefeata Twenne, 382 
Monteaquiou, manbal de, 433 
Xonlgomery, death of, 186 
Montiel, battle of, 173 
" Hontjole et Be. Deala," orisiD of the 

term,95 
lllontlbU7 &Maoainata the tbake of Gnlae, 

197 
)fontmoreney, Franeia de, condemned to 

death for d...Uins. 341 
--, duke de, captiued and ezeeated, 3411 
lllontpenaier, ducb-, her pbreaq, set 
--, Hlldame de, 878 
Moreau, pneral, 5CI7 ; bia eelebraled re

treat, 583 ; hie l'ieturiea, 5114, 6115 ; bil 
arreat, 6u 1 1 hie trial aad banilbment, 
6Gs 

lfooeow, battle of, 635 ; eity of, entered by 
the i'rencb, lb. ; bumiq of, 636 

Molllina, edict of, 178 
Mummolea, the patrlciaa, COIIq-e& of, 

1.\ 1 bia death, 111. 

N.t.Mae of penone lnclieatbe of 10108 
quality, g n. 

--, barbarian, tranaformation of, 9 
--, famil7, u~e of, 120 
Nantea, edact of, 311; ita rewcatioa, 1911, 

400 
Napleo, captved by the J'reucb, 115, 1180; 

f&lla under the Spaniab yoke, 168 
Narbonnaiae, oae Of the four dirialou of 

Gaul, 3 
National .U-bly, formation of the, 4116; 

Ita proceedinga in defiance of the tins, 
4117 d aeq. 1 eatabliabea itaelf in perma
Deney, 4119; three principal partiea of, 
601 ; ita proceedinga, 501 •t aeq.; ita 
energetie meuarea, 60G ; di.olTed, 612 

National ConTention, it• couati&ution and 
proceediop, 624 •t aeq.; ita abolition, 
ado; redectiou, 561 

National Gurd, formation of the, 41111 ; 
dillolved by Cbarlea X., 6113; ,._ __ 
bling of the, 703 

Nanretto, battle of, 171 
N anrino, battle of, 6116 
Nanrre, kinpm of, founded, 61 
Navy of France, de!eata of the, 461 
Necker, Ill. de, appointed director-general 

of flnanee, 476; bil reaignation, 4711; 
bia recall, 488; hie .. rioua plana, lb. 

N emoun, duke de, 378 
Nerac, Lreaty of, 1811 
Neuatria, eiwil cooteata in, 18 el •'I• 
Neuatriana defeated In Champagne, 33 
Neu•ille, Hyde de, ambaaaador at Llabon, 

686, 687 
Nice, aecond council of, 63 ; captured by 

the Crusaden, 01 ; treaty of, 261; be
oleged by the Freneb and Turka, &63 ; 
ita capture, iJ. 

Nlcbolaa II., pore of Rome, 86; forbide 
the marriace o prieata, 87 

Nleo,__., emperor of Ruaaia, 6116 
Nloopolio, battle of, 1811 

Nile, battle of u.e, 581 
l'limepen, peaoo of, 393 
NoaiUee, eardinal, 438 
--, manbal de, 448, 440, us 
Nobility, the, 48t ; of daeir lint i-ltwtioo 

and po•er, 111, 66; edebnted Mid 
in fa"JOUr of, 84; rank ol oi11cea
dnecl to the, 48t 

Nominallate, oeet of, 115; their priacip1eo. 
g(l 

Normand'[ fonncled, 1111; noiaca tM -
ouree o .Ricltelieu, 3611 

Normano, ioftlioo of tbe. 115; beoie&e 
Pari&, 67 ; cooquer E~tu1d, II$ 

Notablee, IIIMmblieo ol doe, 841, 4SS. 49t 
No......, bettie of, 216 
Nooogorod, one of the lllldent capitaM cl 

Rllllia, 84 
Noyon, treaty of, teo. 

Onn de Cbatillon, .,._of, !611 
o.t-, eapturea Rome, 8; defeueol _. 

alain, JS n. 
OliYier, cbanoollor, bia -, t78 
Oranp, Prince William of, elec&ed ~ 

general of the Duleb r........ -; hla 
braVU7, 8!11 

Orden, relipou-militery, their r.uda
tion, 130 

0 rdinanees, royol, their nat11re and opprao 
ai.Ye character, 130, 190 

Ordinance of the 5th September, 661 
'' Orid&IIUDe," orlsia of the term. 115 
Orleana, one of the hank capitala, 1S; 

the ..;donee of Clodomir, lit 
--,duke of, .&..D. 1 .. 7. e...,jeeted, )gl 
--, Philip, duke of, bio elouacter, Gi; 

elected resent of Fruce in 1716, 426; 
bio drwt acto, 427; bia n........,..o eoe
miea, 428 ; hio financial operalioaa, 4111, 
430; bio rigoroue -te, 43e; 
Celamarre'a coupinocy apiaat, 481; 
hia varioua meuuree, 43.t •I Wf.; 1ai1 
death, 439 

-. duke de Cbu&na, inatllted by LIMiia 
XVI., 478 

--,Doc d'EpliU, eseeuted, 543 
-, Louia-Pbilippe, duke of, 7'$ 
Orthea, battle of, IK2 
Orrillicn, admiral, hia naYtll ectloa will 

Admiral Keppel, 478 
Ootrogotho, a race of Goth-, e 
Otho the Great, 1111, 70. 

PALAFOX, his bra•e defnee of 9...-, 
6~6 

Palatinate, inceudiarlam ol the. 112; 11-
rond blll"llin' of tbe, 4"1 

Paleatine, ita rmportance In the .,.. of 
the Chriadano, 83; Coun•atlon of a Cbria
tion kin)!dom in, 91 ; in•ecled by the 
)fosul 'l'artare.ll4 

Paoli, general, of Coraiea, 485 
Pare &UK Cerfo, the iofam01111 --sJio tl 

Louia XV., 454 
Pup, cit7 of, oubdlled by All hdta, 174 
Pario. one of the Frank eapi~ tile 

reaidenee of Cbil~ltert, 2t ; o of, 
116 ; uni•~.~" ,'!(:. -IP9llll!!d!RI11 ; im
pro.emeot or,- Ill; -~ --
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cliUon of, IDI el HIJ. 1 for"f of the 
Parlaiano on the -.inatlon of the 
Glliaea, 2D8; beoieged by Benr"f IV., 
304, 30S, 309; peaee of, in 1763, 46t; 
pat ~t.ation of, in 178!1, 503; poplllar 
eonnda•ona lo, 511; inalll'ftdioa• in 
17!12, 517, 61!1; atroc:itieo and fall of tho 
Commnno of, 645 ; eapitlllatea to the 
AUieo in ISH, Ckl; treaty of, Ck7; ito 
-..nd .. pitulation, G6D; and -.,nd 
treaty, tiG2; declared in a at.ato ohiep, 
703 ; ita :riforowo reaiat.anee to Cbarleo 
X., ib.; ita triumph, and Ita aplllaion 
of the BoDrhono, 704 

Plria, a Janseniat deaeon, 444 
Parliament of Franee, ita determined COli• 

doct, 308; ita contest with royalty. 373, 
374, 377; a"!presaed by Lo11ia XIV., 
381 ; banisbe b1 Duboia, 43G; ita COD• 
teota with the •lerU, ~ ; tho kiDs' a 
edicto apinat, 468 

Parliamenta of Fnnee, their diapateo with 
tho aoYereign in 1763, 488 ; doatruetion 
of, by Louie XV., 468; new oaea 
formed, 46!1; cout.antiona with Louie 
XVI., 484 d aeq. 

Particelli d' Emeri, miDlater of flaance, 
36g 

Partiea of .Pnzlce, atato ol, 101, 602, lit6, 
62~ 

" Paterina," penecuted aect of tbe, 101 
Pari&, battle of, fatal to Francia 1., 2t4 
" Peace of God," decree publiahed by the 

prieathood, 83 ; ita inctBcieBCJ, ib. 
Poaaantry, bene8ta to the, cleriYed bom the 

eraadeo, JJ2 
Peen, under the feudal ayatem, 75 
People, their aerrile condition under tbe 

feudal ayatem, 77 ; their oulferinp, 82 1 
their dlsalreetlon, ib. 

Pepin, mayor of the Franb, SO ; hia Yie· 
toriea and power, 401 hia deaeendanta, 
41, .2; bia death, ib. 

-- lo Bref, son of Charlea ltartel, elected 
king of the Franko, 45; founder of a 
new dynuty, 46; 6nt reco!Diaea in th 
pope the right of diapooiog or crowna, 
47; hia ·~npi~ary ttrugglea, .a, f8; bia 
bra•ery, 16. ; h11 death, &0 

-- II., king of Aquitau.o, 63; mabo war 
on bia brother, 64 

Peronne, ll'e&ty of, 211 
Penecutione, religious, 82; ill the ltth 

centU"'f, 133; under Lonia XIV., 418, 
41!1 

Peter the Hennit, undertakea a pilgrimage 
to tbe Holy I.and, 89; exhorta Pope 
Urban and tho Chriotian princea to 
undertake the tint cruoade, i6. ; com• 
mando an expedition to Poleotloe, go; 
deatruction of bia forceo, ib. 

-- de Ia Broue, bia io8uence OYer the 
kinl!', 136 ; hia eseculion, 137 

-- Ill. or Ruuia ususinated, 463 
Peterborough, earl of, eaptureo Barcelono, 

411 
Peyronnet, ~f. do, 6!12 
Pbanmond, leader nf the Franta, 7 
Pllilip 1., ucendo the Frer •h throne, 84 ; 

Ilia 1CU1dalo111 life, 88 ; tluealeoed with 

GeOIIIIDDnlcation, a. I bia ftriOIII COD• 
teat&, !II 1 hiatwomarriageo, !Ill UCOm• 
mnoicaced, ib. 1 bia dearh, f6, 

Philip n .• oueeeed• to the tbrone, 1011 bia 
marriage, 1./J.; hi• eacommanieatioa., 103; 
hiaconctaMto, lit; biaJOftl'llment, a.; 
bia death, Ill 

-- 111., oueceeda to the throne, 115 ; 
eYenta and di-ten of bia reign, 137, 
138 ; bia death, 138 

-·-IV., aaaumeo the ~ty. 1118; bio 
aftriee, fb.; hia power and cruelty, 144; 
hia death, 145; nenta of hit roip, 16. 

-- V., uceodo the throne of France, 145; 
bia ordi- and death, 147 

--VI. of Voloia, tinl!' of tbe J.'reneh, 
14!1; boatilitin dorinl!' hia reign, 110 et 
Hlf·l bia marriap and death, 164 

-- II., kinl!' of Spain, married to ll&r"f, 
queen of Enl!'l&nd, tGo ; hio peroecationa 
and eruoltiea, 281 ; reoiato the OOYereipty 
of Hoary IV., 307 

-- IV., king of Spain, sst, 383; death 
of, 388 

-- V., due of Anjoa, n-ed aa
to the Spaniah throne, · 407; ..,know
ledged king of Spain, 417 1 abdicatn, 
4&0; reaoamea bia oceptre, ib. 

Philnaopby,- of, in 1778, 472; in 1788, 
4!11 

Phociano, their flrot eotahliahment in tbe 
-them parte of Gaul, I 

Pieardy, war in, 357 
Pichelf"l, Genenl, hia eonoplney, 6oo ; be 

eommita eaicide, &u 
Piodmoat, war in, t~p. 16211, Uti; tbo 

centre of iotricaee, 355 ; eampaip of, 
giorioua to the French arms, 357 1 unfor. 
tunato C&lllpaign in, 408 

Pilnits, treot:r of, for reatnring Loaia XVI., 
611 

Pitt, Wm. (Lord Cbatbam), mlnlatar of 
George II. of Enl!'laod, do 

--, minioter of Georp Ill., hia boatility 
to France, 580 el o.q. ; hia death, 60!1 

Piaa IV. citea before aim the :elonDUll! 
biohopa, 177 

-- VII., f'DPe of Rome, bia depooition 
and impnaonment, 62tl 

Plenary coort, project of a, 48~ : noiat-
aace to t!le. 1"7 

Poelr"f inapired by the enaoM., 11!1 
Poiuy, eolloquy r,(, 27:j 
Poitiers, the Hsbomet.ana defeated on tbe 

plains of, "'; b&We or, 16o ef lll"CJ • 

edict of, 28!1 
Poland, disputea for the throne of, In 1733, 

464, 445; aettled by tbe treaty of Vienna, 
445; first portltioo of, 471 

Polignoc, M. de, mioiatry of, 608; cha
racter nf, lb. 

Polittciano, nicknlm~ applied to moderate 
men, 27!1, ~Rf 286 

Pompadour, ~hdame, bet' great ln8uenee 
oYer Louie X\'., 456 : death oi, 4Ck 

Poodicber..,., aeized by tho D11tch, 405 ; 
e•pture of, 4 6 

Pontoiae, state. or 272 r I 
Popea of Rome)gfirot calonaMG~ S.ht of 

diapolinJ of crowna 47 ; ao't'lrei!D ubi. 
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tnton In diapaled eu. of morrlage, 
80 ; their trmneoa in cbecldnp; the pu
aiona of kinga, ib.; eft'eda of their ln
tel'dicta, 81 ; abuae of &heir authori(J, 
lb. 1 plurality of, 86 

Port-Royal, deatnao:tion of, 418 
Portugal, freed from theyokeofSpain, 317; 

hn treaty of commerce with Enp:land in 
17H, 410; aaarpation of Don Miguel, 
Gs6; receivea a eonatitatlon, 45gd 

Potier, Aqutua, biahop of Beauftis, 
~boeen miniater of France, 36G 

u ~ie Sanetioa.'' ordinance of the1 
104; aboliahed by Looia XI., 108 

P.....,e, battle of, fill; eonpeu of, 1117 
Preabul'!r. treatr of, 1107 
Preaa, peneeutiona of the, In 1824, 1187; 

the eenaonbip of,re-eatabliahed, ib.: pro
PM&l for deatroyins tbe liberty of the, 
6112 ; Charlea X.'a ordinaneea apinat, 
701, 70S ; Uberty of, ea&abliahed in 
France, 705 

Prie, marqulae de, 4311, 441 
Printing, innntlon of, 1111 
Prieoua, muaacrre of tbe, 512 
PriYilep, abolition of, 611 
Property. dimion of, amons the bubuiana, 

Ill 
Protoatanta, oripn of the name, 147; per

aec:uled by the Gui-, 2117 d uq. ; their 
naltt&Dee,I70 el '"''·; their defeata, 2i9. 
ftO, 3t5, 346; mu.acn of, at the feut of 
St. Bartholomew, 283,284; war ~.~t~.tnst, 
3!l7 ; atrocioua ordinueea apinat. in 
lj32, .ug; perucution of. in 1815, 6&J 

Pruaaia eleYated in the acale of ll&tiona by 
Frederick II., 460 

Pny-Launna, death of, 311 
PJI't!llneea, peace of the, S83 ; battle of 

the, 641, 643. 

Qo.u»aoPLa Alllanee, treaty of the, 419 
Qnabee captured by the F.nsllah, 46o 
q....,n Blanche, regeney of, liS; her death, 

117 
Qu10nH, Pm, papal eondemaation of, 

4111 
Quiberoa, apeditioa of, 667 
" Qulnse Vinp," hoapltal of, inatituled, 

1111· 

RAC8JIIaooau, the u-e of Fl'llllk 
eitiaeoa, 17 

lladstadt, hattie of, aG7 1 coosnu of, 57G 
RamiUiea, battle of, 412 
Ranill..,, Francia, auuainatea Henry IV., 

3!5 
Ra•enna, battle of, sst 
Raymond, coun& of S&. Gillea, COIIUII&nda 

an army of Cruaaden, 110 
c• Bealiata," .eet of, 9& · 
Refonnation, refleetion1 on the, 312 · 
Reformen, peneeu&ions of the, 161, 400 

dHq, 
" Beian of Terror," atrocitiea committed 

dur!'ng ita continuance, 642 el •til•; Ita 
tennioation, &62 

Rehno of Getmany, 174, lliG 
llellpon, the only tie that nailed the 

barbuona nceo of mankind, 17; otato 

of, under the fndel .,.-., itl: ware of. 
In France, d d Ufl·• 314. S« ~ 
teatanta 

Reatontion. See Loaia :XVIII. 
ReYOlution of 17811, rdlectiona ou the.~; 

ita pneral hiatory, 495 elet'J.; sm-
mmt of the, eatabiiahed, lt34 ; &J>irit ol. 
a...Ued by the aonoreigo. of .E.....,, 
673 

Rhine, confederation <Jl the, 110!1 
Rhodea, beaiepd by the Tarka, 147 
Richard I., aueeeeda to tbe Eaph 

throue, 101 1 bia lmprioooDMDt, IU; 
returna to hia dominions, il>.; ht. ..._ 
lb. 

- UI., naurpa the throne of~ 
!II II; bia deatb, ib. 

Riebelieu, cardinal, hlthop of La~, a 
lint appeo.ranee on the politieat ~Seap, 
331 ; deYoled to the lrins. 3311; hia power
ful !nlluence, 3S8; hia ~ ..!~ 
tntiOn, 3811, 340 ; eonaprnoaea ~ 
Sfl, 343 ; YeDIJe&llce of, Sft, 34!) ; .ja 
military operationa, 351 el -,. ; pl
apinat, S.W ; OeYeri(J of hia seaeraJ 
poliey, ~. 3511, s6t; hia death, Ill ; 
nteo:tiona on hia ftriona --. JOt 
el WI· 

-- M. de, hia admlniatratiotl UDder 
Louie XVIII., 670,1178 

ltipnarian Fran Ita, eountry oeea1Jied by 
the, 16; Ia .. and inatitutiou ol the, II 

Ri•oli, •ictory of, 574 
Robert Capet, bla charaeter, "; author of 

SccrH H,.,a, ib.; eseommaaicaled. 
81; repudiatea hia wife Bertha, _. 
morrlea Con-, daughter of tbe 
Connt of Touloaae, ib.; .......,.WO.. tf, 
ib. ; hia death, n 

--lint duke of Borsnndy, aoa of tile 
preeedins,D ; rehela apiJtat hia bncber, 
ib. 

Robert Coorte-He-, a CODUDUder of tbe 
Craaaden, 110 

Robeapierre, bia aeeaaation, 6t5 ; hU. im
pletiea, 5411 ; hia fall, 660; hia ezeetatioa, 
661 

Rochelle, Iiese of, in 1617, S4S; eapWred, 
3U 

Roeroi, baUie of, 3117 
Rodney, Admiral, defeata the Freacb 8eet, 

480 
Rodolph of Hapeharsh, emperor of Ge-

many, 138 
Rohan, Duke de, hia heroic defence .._ 

Rochelle, scs, 344 ; hla militar1 open
tiona, 363, SM 

Ruland, Paladin, hia m_, and deeth, 5l 
--, II., hla character, 516 
--, Madame, 516 
Rollo, loader of the N ormana, 119 
Roman Catbnl:c relifion - to he the 

ncOfDiaed relipoa of Fnnee, 711 
Rome, inftded by tho Gaala, I; ....taeea 

them to aa!Veo:tion, I, s ; inftded by 
Y&rious barbariaul, I, e, 7 ; her mievable 
condition, 5, 8; tal<en and deatroyed by 
Od.,..,....,8, caJICIII!!!bythel.!ftperiallatt, 
14G· hnmiliated J!1: M>.oal••~IV. Sllli· 
oeetipied '11j '&lli' l'~ihl"Jne, and 
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mw a npublle, 680 I die JOIIIII kiug of, 
&3. Stt Cburclo of 

lloolle, Admin!, Ilia na..al 'fletory, 40!1 
lloabacb, battle of, 4SII 
-becque, bulle of, 183 
Jloaea, war of, ill Eoglaud, 1111 teralilla

tion of,llll 
Rooni, dake of Sully, aneedote of, 804 n.; 

tbefuouriteof He11ryiV., 817 
llouill~ the preaident, hia negotiatioua with 

the Dutch, 414, 416 
lloteredo, Yic!Dry of, &69 
Royal family of J'rance, ftisbt of the, 610; 

confined In the Temple, 680; Ita mem
bers in 1814, 666 

lloyal ai"ll1g of September, 1787, 484; of 
17811. 4116 

RoJaltieo, rigbt of the, ags ._Ia releUa llary de Medici, 831 
Jlael, peoee of, 87t 
Baula, her nrl1 pros-, 84; 'flctoriel of, 

Q'fer Tulley, 471 
Buooian eampaign, J'reneh, ita -

and diaaaten, 11M ot ltf• 
Buytcr, Admlnl, bnowery el, ago; Ilia 

clea&h,J03 
B,.wlet, peace of, 400 

IJAa.u•saa, Abb•, 484 
Sable, lmlty of, tto 
St. Andrt, marabal cle, 171; olaill, 176 
St. Bartbolomew, muuere of, ISS; re

joicinga at Rome ou .......,., of thc,l84 
St. Bernard, &ll illuatrinaa eotluaeim, 116; 

hia oppoaltloll ID Abelard, 117 
St. Cloud, eonwentloa of, 6611 
St. Llenio, battle of, 178 
St. Georse, rieiDI')' of, 6 74 
St. Germain, peoee of, 181 
St. Juat, hio atroeilieo, 6~7 •I ltf• 
St. Leo, pope of Rome, 7 
8t. Louie, chamber of, 870. See Lolli& IX. 
St. Lucia, na'fal battle of, t78 
St. Peter' a at Bome, ita COilacructioD, 186 
St. QueatiD, battle of, 161 
lt. Rem~, biohop of &lma, II 
8alerao,cit7 of, re.Paleea a SaraeeD army, tu 
Salic law, Ita orism, 18 
Salii, a Gallic uibe ohrarrian, 14; CODDtl')' 

ocellpied by tbe, u 
Sanccua, ia Spain, their conteata with 

Cberlcmagae, 51 ; iDYuiona of the, 66 
Sara!Dga, defeat of Guenl BugoyiiCI at, 

478 
Sawtabey, battle of, 800 
So.voy, campaign ot, SIS 1 war with, 845 
--, duke of, piiCinlioalDIO of the Jl'reaeh 

troop•, 408 
Sau, lllarobal, Ilia YiciDrloua career, 461 d 

uq. 
Saxe-Weimar, doath of, SS5 
Su:ono, ettabtiab themoel•eo in Lower Nor• 

mandy, II; oubdued by CbarleiD&glle, .... ~ 
llehomberg, manhal de, 347 
Bclente, ita prosrcta in the 12th and ISth 

. eenturieo, 132; lnveationo of, in 16118, 
315; otate of, in 1641, 866; in 1773, 47! 

lleylbiauo, the illndero of Rome, 6 
llectloDo of Pario, inourrectlou of the, 6CIO 

Seftef, o.anpi1W7 bettie of, SOl 
Senepl wreated from J'ranee, 4110 
Septimanio., the IIIC:Ienc -• of LaD. 

guedoc. II 
u ~enn Yean' War," it. origin and bi•· 

tot')', 458 el ~· ; terminatioo of the, 464 
Sicilian Veopen, m......, or tbe, 187 
Sicily, eonqlltft!d by Ropr Guiacard, 85; 

kiugdom of the Two llicilies foanded by 
the NorllWJa, i/J. j o..,rtbrow of tbo 
J'reacb in, 1871 oltllatioll ol, ill 1494, :123 

Sipberc, kiug of the l'nllko, ss; deeth 
of, 2t 

-Ill., death of, 87 
Siglomllad, tint of Burpady, de&atecl 

and olaia, 80 
- king of Hanpry, 1811 
Sip•-ua, a lelider of IJul Oalllc emi

grants, I 
Silboaette. II. de, comptroller-geDenl (1/ 

Louio XV., 461 
" Bhteen, Couadl of tbe," !118, 80S, 305 ; 

power& of the, m 
Soluooo, Olle of tho J'nDk eapltsb, U; the 

capital of Clotbalre, 80; battle of, 43 
Sorboaae, inaUtalloll of tile, 1111 
Soubioe, marabal de, 468 
SoaU, city of, nbd11ed by Ali Paella, G74 
Spain, ber political power Ia 15118, 814; 

citU war ia, 367; 1- Por!D~I, tb. I 
war with France, ill 17111, 433; 1a'f&lioo 
of, by tbe J'reacb, Ia ISH, 616; laanr
oeetion againoc the J'rencb, 417; clio· 
orduo of, in 18U, 681; illnded by 
Franee, Gs~. Gas 

Spo.niardo aignally defeated b:r the great 
Condl:, S67 

statr.rdc, battle of, 408 
Stair, lord, comiiWider of the HanOYeriao 

arm:r, 448 
Standing army, orpnlzatioll of, Ia Fr&~~ee, 
~' 

Stateo-Genenl, nrlou COilYoe&tlolla of tbe, 
143, 157, 162, 164, tog, 217, 171, -· 
S07. aso, 4811, 4115 ; their declaration and 
proceedinga, 167 et ltf•; .n-Jutioa of, 
166 

Stephen II., pope, -umea tbe rigbt of 
d11poolng ol elo'll'llo, 47 

Stoclr,jobblnr, 4S5-U7 
Straabourt, llnion of, wltb Pranee, 3114 
Stromboli, natal battle of, 3113 
S0111're11, admiral, Ilia ll&tal operatioua lo 

India, 481 
Suger, Albert, bla profooaud etatetman• 

oblp,IIS 
Sully, adminiatratlon of, SIO, 811; blo 

YCDerablo old ap, !~ 
Supentllioo proYalent i11 164!1, s64 
Sumameo, first adoptloll of, &2 n. 
Swedeo, their COilteota with the Germano, 

851 
Swioa Guudo, created by Lollio XI., 178 ; 

OYerpowered and ........,..d at the TuUe
riee,5J9 

Swilzerlaod, ecmquered by the F...,eh, 
1798, 578 

Syagriua, the lloman gtaenl, conquere4 
by the Fraub, Ill _f"' ., l -

8Jlve&ter III., pope of,.JiciiD'e,~BQ; 
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TAaouaa.ur, mlnltotu of IIDaaee, 410 
Tallie, under the feudal oyotem, 78; im-

post of the, 358 
T&lavera, battle of, 627 
Tallord, manbal, 410 
Tallerrand, minioter of foreip atrain, 178 
Templan, order of, deo&royed, 1 tt 
Ten, Coaneil of; 3.,0 
Terray, abb~. 470 
Terrori•ta. their e.~:eaation, 541 
Tbeodebald, the lleroYingian, reip of, 12 
Tbeodebert J., ~Ueeedo hio father Thierry 

I., 21; h.a deotruetivewarfare, 2ll; deUh 
of, i6. 

-- u., mrn• in Auotruia, ao; defeat 
and death of, Sll 

Theodoric, king of the OotroBOtlu, arreoto 
&hepropaoofthe Franko, 18; biatorieal 
notieeo of, i6 n.; bio eonqueala and de· 
aeendanta, II 

Tbeologieal dioputea, 438, 443 
Tbermidor, Ninth, reaction of the, lit ; 

party of tbe " Tbermldoriano," ib. 
TbierrJ J,, lOll of CloYio, eonqaato of, 13 ; 

aeknowledged king, 14, 15; reaideo at 
Joleto, Ill; death ot, 21 

-- u., reirn• in s......,., 10; death 
of, Sl 

- IJJ., lOll of CloYio II., pi'OC!iaimed 
king of N eaotria aad BllfgQIIdy, ss ; 
deUh of, 40 

"TIUrty Yean' War" origin of the 33C! • 
Gustan~a Adolpha~ ita principal' hero: 
li4CI, ~~ ; aboorbo the attention and 
strength of Europe, 361 

Thomao ~ B«<let, arehbiabop of Canter· 
bury, 1111 ; his championship of the 
Cbu.,h, 100; hio murder, ib. 

Tburingiano, institute a new monareh7, 
liO ; overturned by the Franko, lb. 

Tiloit, peaee of, Cll4 
Tolbiae, the aanguinary battle of, 31 
Torieo, party of, in England, 416 el n. 
Torres Vedrao, lin" of, Cl27 
"Tournament• " their lint intlodadion 

into Europe. 0129 
Trafalgar, battle of, 607 
Trent, eouncll of, diaool ... d ia 1568, t77 
Trieoloured cockade, ito em adoption, 499 
Tripoli created a lief of Jerusalem, 111 
Troubadotlfl, or Troavmo, orlfinated from 

the eruoadeo, 1211 
Troyu, treaty of, JQS 
"Truee of God" aubatituted for the 

u Peace of Gnd, .. 83; ite utlclea, ib.; 
ito great bene fill and general adoption, 84 

Taehiuo, their rangeo, ISS 
Turenne, viaeount de, hia great military 

operationa, 318, 3ft&, 378 •I Mq .. S!)t ; 
tho rival of the great ConM, S76; hia 
death, 3111 

Targot, minister of Louia XVI;, 474 ; bia 
diamiaaal, 47d n. 

Turin, occupied by the French in 17Q8, 680 
Turko, besiege Rbodoo, 274; defeated b7 

LoWa XIV., 3811. 

UKJGKlfJTUa, the famouo bull oo called, 
41D; di•putea reapecting, 4.381 4.66; op
pooilion to tbe, 443 

Unlveroity, oriaiD of tile lela, Ill 
Urbon II., pope of Rome, COOTOkea tbe 

CotU>eil of Clermont, 119 ; ---
eateo Philip Capel, !It 

--VI., pope of Rome, 1;6 
Ushant, naval bottle of, 478 
Utrecht, peaee of, c17. 

VAUlfTJlfUlf III., court of, at RD-. 
7 ; death of, 8 

Valette, duke de II, peneeated b7 Bidle
lieu, 356 

Valmy, battle of, and retreat of tbe allieo, 
623 

Valois, bonae of, oueeeedo to the ~ 
t""-, 148 ; become. aliucc by 111c 
death of Henry III., 300 

V alteline, war of the, SCO 
Vandals, a race of Goths, 6 ; iavade GeU 

and Spaia, i6. 
Van Trasp, tho Dnt<-h admiral, 368 
Vaoeonla, proYinee of, 48 
v ... ,. lll&ll&ere of, 173 
Vaueelleo, tr<aty of, a 
Vaudolo, muoaere of the, t5l 
Vend6me, general, 413; gains tile battle 

of Villavlciooa, 416: death of, U. 
Veuodeo, eonqu .. to of the, S5 
Veniee, republic of, diooolnd, 575; ..u..t 

to Auatrian dominiono, w. 
VerdDD captured by tloo .Allieo, 621 
Verona, eongreoe of, 6st 
Veroailleo, popalor OO&tnp at, H4 
Venino, ~of, Sit 
Vietor Amadewo, death of, 354 
VieillniUe, )1. de, J63 ; aneedote of, !64 a. 
Vienna, treaty of, in 1738, 441 ; enlfttd 

b7 the Freneb, 60s, 6ft : peue of, &Is ; 
eonsreu of, OSJ ; u HoiJ Alliaace" 
formed at, CI7S 

Vigo Bay, naval battle of, 4t0 
Villaina, their eoadition IID4Ier the hdal 

111tem, 77 
Villan, manbal, bill JDilitary openti-

4Gg, 4.10; D'CI J'rance, 4Uf 
Vill~lo, II, de, minioter of ln-. 618 

t1 Ml· ; hia. fall, ,CIQ4; h.io unpoolllarity, 
6!1', CIQ5 ; hia fore•rn policy, CIUS 

Villeroi, general, deteat of, 408 ; Ilia mili-
tary operation•, 412 

Viney, bettie of, 41 
Vioa, adoption of the, 437 
ViaiBOtba, a race of Goths, Cl ; inftde 

Rome, Cl, 7; eotabliob tbemael'I'OI in 
Gaul, 7; their empile in Gaul, lt; coa
'l.aerecl• 21. 8•• Gotbo. 

Vitt- general of the Ooeroptbtl, U 
Vittoria, bottle of, 63!1 
Voug~. battle of, 13. 

W AGBAM, battle of, Clt4 
Waldeek, Prinee, 403,404: 
\Valotoin, Ganeral, defeat& the Sweclea, 

S61 ; auueinatioo of, lb. 
Walter tbo Pennileao, load• an apeditloa 

towarda Paleatlna, wllicb ia umihUated, 

wS: between Franee and Ensllnd in 17sb, 
457; Ita ... tent and duration, <&58 If l"f.; 

in 17113!J~~'ed by Goog I e 
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••War of the LoYen,"m 
ca War of the three Henri~," 201 
•• War of SucceNion," 407 tt •ett·l IUJ .. 

penoion of armo between the Engliah 
and French, 416; concluded, 417 

Waratho, mayor of Neustria, 40 
Waohinpn, the American generallHimo, 

477 
Waterloo, battle of 666 
Wellington, Lord, bia rictorieo, G27 ~trtq. 
Weot, tbe, great ocbiom of, 1;6 
weaum empire, deotruction of the. 5 
Weatpballa, peace of. 36~ 
Whigo, party of, in England, 4U5 el n. 
'Vidtli1fe, John, progreoo of hia doctrines, 

1114 
William of Orange UIUOinated, 290 
-- of Oranp, hla contesto with the 

J'reneh, 404, 405 
-- date of Normandy (the Con. 

quervr), 84; claima the Eoglioh throne, 

85; eollteto an army for the eonque•t of 
F.nglaod, ib.; hio war with Phihp I. of 
France, 111; bio death and funeral; 111, 
lit 

William Rufua oucceeda to the Englioh 
throne, P'J 

Witikind, rhe Suon, defeated by Charle
magne. 5ll 

Witte, John de, ssg, 3110 
Wnrma, diet of, condemn• the opinlooa of 

1 ~utber, 241 
Wulfoald, the mayor, 38 
Wurmoer, llfanbal, &87 
Wunehen, battle of, Cl3i. 

VaAa U., eoootitutlon of the, 5311, 540 
York Town, captW'II of, 480. 

ZACIUIIAS, pope, aaonmes the right of 
db1p01inc of crown•, 47 

Zorn<lorl, battle of, tGo. 

./· 

THE END. 
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