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LIFE 

01' 

CN£US JULIUS AGRICOLA. 

I. To transmit to posterity the lives and charae· 
ters of illustrious men, was an office frequently 
performed in ancient times. Even in the present age, 
iDcurious as it is about its own concerns (a>~ the same 
good cuatom bas prevailed, whenever a great and 
tplendid virtue has been able to surmount those two 
pernicious vices (b), which not only infest small 
communities, but are likewise the bane of large and 
ftourishing cities ; I mean the vices of insensibility 
to merit, on the one hand, and envy on the other. 
With regard to the usage of antiquity, it is further 
observable, that in those early seasons of virtue, 
men were led by the impulse of a generous spirit to 
a coune of action worthy of being recorded; and, in 
like manner, the writer of genius undertook to per
petuate the memory of honourable deeds, without 
any motives of flattery, and without views of private 
ambition, inftuenced only by the conscious pleasure 
of doing justice to departed merit. Many have been 
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their own historians (c), pursuaded that in speaking 
of themselves they should display an honest confi
dence in their morals, not a spirit of arrogance or 
vain glory. Rutilius (d) and Scaurus left an account 
of their own lives, and the integrity of the narrative 
has never been called ill question; so true it is, that 
the age, which is most fertile in bright examples, is 
the best qualified to make a fair estimate of them. 
For the present undertaking,.which professes to re
view the life of a great man now no more, I judged 
it necelJ88ry to premise an apology, led as I am, by 
the nature of my subject, to encounter an evil period 
(e), in which every virtue struggled .with adversity 
and oppression. 

II. We have it upon record, that Arulenus Rusti
eus (a), for the panegyric of Pretus Thrasea, and 
Berennius Senecio (b), for that ofHelvidius Priscus, 
were both capitally convicted. Nor was it enough 
that those excellent authors fell a sacrifice to the 
tyrant's power; persecution raged against their 
books, and, by an order to the triumvirs, in the fo
rum and the place of popular convention the monu
ments of genius perished in the flames. The policy 
of the times, no doubt, intended that in the same fire 
the voice of the Roman people should be stifled, the 
freedom of the senate destroyed, and the sentiments 
of the hu/Uao heart (c) suppressed forever. To com
plete the work, all sound philo8ophy was proscribed, 
every liberal art was driven into banishment, and 
nothing fair and honourable was suffered to remain. 
Of our passive temper we gave ample proof; and as 
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OF AGRICOLA. 9 
former times had tasted of liberty even to a degree 
of licentiousn~s, so we exhausted the bitter cup of 
slavery to the very dregs. Restrained by the terron 
of a merciless inquisition from the commerce of 
hearing and speaking, and, by consequence, depriv
ed of all exchange of sentiment, we should haTe re
ligoed our memory with our other faculties, if to 
forget had beea as easy as to submit in silence (d). 

· III. At length, indeed, we begin to revive from 
our lethargy: but we reYive by slow degrees, though 
the emperor NerYa {a), in the beginningofthis gJo. 
rioua rera, found means to reconcile two things, tiD 
then deemed incompatible; namely, civil liberty and 
the prerogative of the prince; though his successor 
Trajan continues to bead our wounds, and by a just 
aad wise administration to dift"use the blessings of 
peace and good order through every part of the 
empire; and though it is apparent, that bopes of the 
constitution are now conceived by all orden of men, 
and not only conceived, but rising every hour into 
eonfidence and public security {b). And yet, such is 
the infirmity of the human mind, that, even in thiJ 
juncture, the remedy operates more slowly tban the 
disease. For as the body natural Is tardy in ita 
gro~th, and rapid in decay, so the pow en of genius 
are more easily extinguished than promoted to their 
fall maturity. There is a charm in indoleace that . 
works by imperceptible degrees; and that listte. 
inactivity, which at fint is irksome, grows delightfal 
in the end. 

NHd I meDtien tMt in the ceane of ti{teen Jetllf 
VOL. vr. 2 
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(c), a large portion of human life, many feU by no
avoidable accidents, and the most illustrio~ men 
in. Rome were cut off by the insatiate cruelty of the 
prince. A few of us, it is, true, have •linived the 
slaughter of our fellow citizens; I had almost said, 
we have survived ourselves; for in that chasm, which 
slavery made in our existence, we can not be said to 
have lived, but rather to h&ve crawled in silence, the 
young towards the decrepitude of age, and the old 
to dishonourable graves. And yet I shall not regret 
the time I have spent in reviewing those days of 
despotism; on the contrary, it is my intention, even 
in such weak colouring as mine, to give a memorial 
of our slavery (d) that it may stand in contrast to 
the felicity of the present period. 

In the mean time, the following tract is dedicated 
to the memory of Agricola. my father-in-law. The 
design, as it springs from filial piety, may merit a 
degree of approbation; it will, at least, be received 
with candour. 

IV. Cnreus Julius Agricola was born at the an
cient and respectable colony of Forojulium (a). His 
grandfather. by the maternal as well as the paternal 
line, served the office of imperial procurator (b); a 
trust of importance. which always confers the eques
trian dignity. His father, Julius Grrecinus (e), was a 
member of the senate, distinguished by his eloquence 
and philosophy. His merit gave umbrage to Caligula. 
Being commanded by that emperor to undertake 
the prosecution of Marcus Silanus (d), be refused 
to coo1ply, and was put to death. Julia ProciDa (e), 
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Agricola's mother, was respected for the purity or 
her mannen. Under her care, and as it were in her 
bosom, the tender mind of the son was trained to 
ecience and every liberal accomplishment. His own 
ingenuous disposition guarded him against the se
ductions or pleasure. To that happy temperament 
was added the advantage of punuing his .studies at 
Maraeilles (f), that seat of learning, where the re-

. finements of Greece were happily blended with the 
sober mannen of provincial economy. 

He has often declared in my hearing, that in the 
fint careet of youth he felt himself addicted to phi
IOSQphical speculations with more ardour than con
sisted with the duties of a Roman and a senator (g); 
but his taste was soon reformed by the admonitions 
of his mother. In fact, it can not be matter of wonder, 
that a sublime and warm imagination, struck with 
the forms of moral beauty and the love of science, 
should aspire to reach the glory of the philosophic 
character. As be grew up to manhood, his riper 
judgment weanec! him from vain punuits, and dur
ing the rest of his life he preserved, what is difficult 
to attain, that temperate judgment, which k~ows 
where te fix the bounds even of wisdom itsel£ 

V. His fint rudiments of military knowledge 
were acquired in Britain (a), under the conduct of 
Suetonius Paulinus, that experienced officer; active, 
vigilant, yet mild in command. Agricola was soon 
distinguished by his General, and selected to live 
with him at head~uarten (b). Honoured in this 
mamaer, he did not, as is uaual with yoUDg men 
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mix riot and ~iuipation with actual service; nor did 
he avail himself of his rank of military triJ,une to 
obtain leave of absence (c), io order to pass hia time 
in idle pleasures and ignorance ofbis duty. To know 
the province, and make himself known to the army; 
to learn from men of experience, and eQlulate tbe 
best examples; to seek no enterprise with a forward 
spirit, and to decline none with timid caution, were 
tbe rules he laid down to himself; prudent with va
lour, and bra~e without ostentation. 

A more active campaign bad never been known, 
aor was Britain at any time so fiercely disputed (d). 
Our veteran forces were put to tbe aword; our co• 
uies smoked on the ground; and the le&ioos were 
intercepted on their march. The struggle was thea 
for life; we fought aflerwards for fame aod victory. 
In a juncture so big with danger, though the eon- • 
duct of the war was in other hands, and the glory of 
recovering the province was juady ascribed to the 
commander in chief, yet so fair an opportunity did 
not fail to improve a young officer, and plant in hia 
mind the early seeds of nlilitary ambiUon. The love 
of fame took posaesaion of him, that principle of 
uoble minds, but out of season in ao evil period, 
when virtue suffered by sinister constructions, and 
from an illustrious name the danger was as great as 
from the most pernicious character. 

VI. He returned from Britain to enter on the 
gradations of tbe civil magiatracy, and married Do
JDitia Deeidiana, a lady of high rank aod splendid 

• ~L By that aUiaoce he p.iDed aa ~cOIIioQ of 
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strength aod credit, that served to forward him in 
the raad to public honours. The conjugal state prov
ed a source of domestic happiness. They lived in 
perfect harmony, endeared by the tenderest affection, 
and each ascribing to the other the felicity which 
they enjoyed. But the merit of Decidiana could not 
be too much acknowledged The praise of a valuable 
~fe should always rise in proportion to the weight 
of censure, that falls on such as violate the nuptial 
union. 

Agricola obtained the office of qumstor (a); and 
the province of Asia, of which Salvius Titianus (b) 
was proconsul, fell to his lot Neither the place nor 
the governor could warp his integrity. The wealth 
of the inhabitants invited the hand of rapacity; an4 
Titianus, by the bias of his nature prone to acts of 
avarice, was ready, on terms of mutual connivance, 
to eo-operate in any scheme of suilt and plunder: 
but Agricola maintained his honour and his princi
ples. During his stay in Asia his family was increased 
by the birth of a daughter, who proved soon after, 
when he lost his infant son, a source of consolation. 
The intermediate space between the expiration of 
lUs qureatorship and his advancement to the post or 
tribune of the people he had the prudence to pass 
in calm tranquillity. Even during the year of his 
tribuneship (c) be acted with the same reserve, aware 

· of thO&e disastrous times, when under the tyranny 
of Nero'a.reign, the want of exertion was the truest 
wiadooa. He di~harged the office of prmtor with 
the same moderation and silent dignity, having .Qf) 

~, t.S bis aood fortune would have it, to sit .in 
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judicature (d). That branch of the magistrate's busi
Deu did not fall to his sbare. The pageaotry of pu~ 
lie spectacles, which belong to his department, be 
conducted with economy and magnificence, short of 

_profusion, yet with due regard to popularity. 1D the 
following reign, being appointed by Galba one of 
the commissioners to inspect the state of oblations 
to the several temples (e}, he managed the inquiry 
with so much skiU and well-tempet:ed judgment, 
'that no species of sacrilegious rapine, except the 
plunder committed by Nero, was suffered to pass 
without redress.· 

vn. In the course of (a) the following year a 
dreadful misfortune happened ·in his family, and 
proved to him a severe stroke of aftliction. A desceat, 
from Otho's fleet, which roved about in quest of de
predations, was made on the coast of Liguria. The 
freebooters plundered the city of lntemelium (b), 
aud in their fury murdered Agricola's mother, then 
residing upon her own estate. They laid waste her 
lands, and went off with considerable booty. Agri
cola set out immediately to pay the last tribute of 
filial piety, and being infonned on his way, that 
v espasian aspired to the imperial dignity, be declar
ed at once in favour of that party. 

In the beginning of the new reign (c), tile govern
ment of Rome, and the whole administration cen
tered in Mucianus, Domitian being at that time, 

· too young for business, and from the elevation of 
his father claiming no other privilege than that of 
'being deba\lched and proftigate without control. 

\ . 
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Agricola was dispatched to raise new levies. He 
executed that· commission with .so much zeal and 
credit to himself, that Mucianus advanced him to 
the command of the twentieth legion (d), then quar
tered in Britain, and for some time unwilling to 
swear fidelity to V espasian. The officer who bad 
the command of that corps, was suspected of sedi
tious practices, and the men had carried their iDSO
Ience to such a pitch, that they were even formidable 
to the consular generals. Their commander was of 
pnetorian rank; but either on account of his own 
disatl'ection, or the turbulent spirit of tlie soldiers, 
his authority was too feeble. ,.Agricola succeeded to 
the command of the legion, and to the task or pu
nishing the guilty. He acquitted hi~self with con
summate address, and singular moderation, wishing 

. U.at the men should have the merit of voluntary 
compliance, and not seem to have yielded, with sul
len submission, to the authority of their general. 

VID. The government of Britain was at that time 
eommitted to Vettius Bolanos (a}, a man of a milder 
disposition than consisted with the genius of those 
ferocious islanders. Agricola, that he might not seem 
to eclipse his superior officer, restrained his martial 
ardour, subr.nittmg with deference to his commander 
in chief, ed, in every part of his conduct, uniting to 
his love of glory a due regard for the se"ice. Bolan us 
was soon recaUtMI, and Petilius Cerealis (b), an officer 
of consular raDk, succeeded to the command. The 
field of warlike enterprise wu laid open to Agricola. 

· Under the new eommander he was, at 8.nt, no more 
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than a common sharer in the dan~er of the cam
paign; but in a short time his talents had their free 
career. 'fhe general, to make his experiment, sent 
him at the head of detached parties, and afterwards, 
encouraged by the event, employed him in more 
important operations. Agricola never betrayed a 
symptom of vain glory. From the issue of his expe. 
ditioos~ however successful, be assumed no merit. 
It was the general tbat planned the meuore, and be 
himself was no more than the hand that executed. 
By this conduct, vigorous in action, but modest in 
the report of his exploits, be gained a brilliant ~ 
potation, secure from the envy that attends it. 

IX. On his return to Rome, Vespuian advanced 
him to the patrician rank (a), and soon after to the 
government of the province of Aquitania (b); an 
appointment of the first importance, leading direct• 
ly to the honours of the consulship, to which be thea 
aspired with the concurrence of the prince. The 
military mind, trained up in the school of war, is 
generally supposed to want the power of nice d._ 
crimination. The jurisdiction of the camp is little 
solicitous about forms and subtle reasoning; military 
law is blunt and summary, and, where the sword 
resolves all difficulties, the refined discu11ions of the 
forum are never practieed. Agricola, hewever, in
debted to nature for a certain rectitude of under
standing, was not out efhis sphere (c) eftD among 
men vened in questions of jurisprudence. His botlrs 
of business and relaxation had their stated periods. 
In the council of the prorince, or on tbe tribaDal of 
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justice, be discharged the duties of his station with 
awful gravity, intent to inquire, often severe, but 
more inclined to soften the rigour of the law. The 
functions of the magistrate being dispatched, he di· 
vested himself of his public character; the man in 
authority was no longer seen. In his actions no tinc· 
ture of arrogance, no spleen, no avarice was e\•er 
seen. Uncommon as it may appear, the sweetness of 
his manners took nothing from his authority, nor 
was the impression made by his amiable qualities 
lessened by the inflexibility of the judge. 

To say of a character truly great, that integrity 
and a spirit above corruption made a part of it, were 
mere tautology, as injurious to his virtues, as it is 
unnecesaary. Even the love of fame, that fine in
centive of generous minds, could neither betray him 
into an ostentatious display of virtue, nor induce him 
to practise those specious.arts, that court applause, 
and often supply the place of merit. The little am
bition of rising above his colleagues was foreign to 
his heart He avoided aU contention with the procu-

. rators of the prince. In struggles of that nature he 
knew that victory may be obtained without glory, 
and a defeat is certai.n disgrace. In less than three 
years he was recalled from his province, to take 
upon him the consular dignity. The voice of fame 
marked him out, at the same time, for the govern
ment of Britain: the report was current, but neither 
eontrived,.nor circulated by .himself. He .was men· 
tioned, because he was worthy. Common fame does 
•ot always err: it often takes the le~td, and deter
IDines the choice. During his consulship (d), though 

VOL, VJ, S 
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I was then very young, he agreed to a marriage be• 
tween me and his daughter, who certainly might 
bal·e looked for a prouder connexioo. The nuptia 1 
ceremony was not performed till the term of his con
eulshipexpi•·ed. In a short time after he wa1 appoint
ed governor of Britain, with the additional honour 
of a seat in the pontifical college. 

X. If I here presume to offer a description of 
Britain (a) and the manners of the people, it is not 
my intention to dispute with a number of . authors, 
who have gone before me, either the fame of genius 
.,r diligence in the research. The fact is, Britain was 
aubdued under the conduct of Agricola, and that 
circumstance may justify the present attempt. An· 
tecedent writers adorned conjecture with all the 
1races of language; what I have to offer wiD have 
nothing but the plain truth to recommend it. 

Britain, of all the islanda known to the Romaoa, it 
the largest. On the east, it extends towards Germany; 
on the west, towards Spain (b); and on the south, it 
lies opposite to the coast of Gaul. The northern ex• 
tremity is lashed by the billows of a prodigious sea, 
and no land is known beyond it. The form of the · 
island has been compared by two eloquent writert 
(Livy among the ancients, and Fabius Rusticua 
among the moderns) to an oblong shield. or a two
edged ax. The comparison. if we except Caledonia, 
may be allowed to be just, and hence the shape of a 
patt has been, by vulgar error, ucribed to the whole. 
Glledonia stretches a vast length of way tQWBrds -
ll011h. The proiDOil&oriea, dlat jut out into dae -, 
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OP AGRICOLA. lU 
render the form of the country broken and irregular, 
but it sharpens to a point at the extremity, and ter· 
mioates in the shape of a wedge. 

By Agricola's order the Roman fteet (c), sailed 
round the northern point, and made the first certain 
discovery that B1·itain is an island. The cluster of 
isles called the Orcades (d), till then wholly unknown, 
was in this expedition added to the Roman empire. 
Thule (e), which had lain concealed in the gloom of 
winter and a depth of eternal snows, was also seen 
by our navigators. The sea in those parts is said to 
be a sluggish mass of stagnated water (f), hardly 
yielding to tbe stroke of the oar, and never agitated 
by winds and tempests. 'l'be natural cause may be 
that high lands and mountains, which occasion com· 
motions in the air, are deficient in those regions; 
not to mention that such a prQdigioos body of water, 
in a nat and boundless ocean, is heaved and im· 
pelled with difticulty. But a philosophical account 
of tbe ocean and its periodical motions is not the de
sign of this essay: the subject has employed tbe pen 
of others. To what they have said I shall. only add, 
that there is not in any other part of the world aa 
expanse of water that rages with such uncontrolled 
dominion, aow receiving the discharge of variout 
rivers, and, at times, driving their currents back to 
their source. Nor is it on the coast oaly that the ·flux 
and re6ox or the tide are perceived: the aweD of the 
tea forees its way into the recesees ef the land, form· 
ing bays and illands in the heart of~ eountry, and 
foaming amidst biDs aad mountains, u in its natural 
channel 
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XI. Whether the firl!t inhabitants of Britain were 
natives of the island (a), or adventitious settlers, is 
a quelltion lost in the mists of antiquity. The Bri· 
tons, like other barbarous nations, have no monu
ments of their history. They differ in the make and 
habit of their bodies, and hence various inferences 
concerning their origin. The ruddy, hair and lusty 
limbs of the Caledonians (b) indicate a German ex
traction. That the Silures (c) were at first a colony 
of Iberians is concluded, not without probability, 
from the olive tincture of the skin, the natural curl 
of the hair, and the situation of the country, so con
venient to the coast of Spain. On the side opposite 
to Gaul the inhabitants resemble their neighbours 
on the continent; but whether that resemblance is 
the effect of one common origin, or of the climate in 
contiguous nations operating on tbe make and tem
perament of the human body, is a point ·not easy 
to be decided. All circumstances considered, it is 
rather probable that a colony from Gaul took pos
session of a country so inviting by its proximity {d). 
You will find in both nations tlte same religioua 
rites, and the same (e) superstition. 1,he two Jan· 
guages differ but little (f). In provoking danger 
they discover tbe same ferocity, and in the encoun
ter, the same timidity. The Britons, however, not yet 
enfeebled by a long peace, are posst'ssed of superior 
courage (g). The Gauls, we Jearn from history, 
were formerly a warlike people; but sloth, the-con
equence of inactive tinles, has debased their genius, 
and virtue died with expiring liberty. Among such 
of the Britons (h), as have been for some time sub-
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dued, the same degeneracy is observable. The free 
and unconquered part of the nation retains at this 
hour the ferocity of the ancient Gauls. 

XII. The strength of their armies consists in in· 
fautry, though some of their warriors take the field 
in chariots (a). The person of highest distinction 
guides the reins, while his martial followers, mount
e~ in the same vehicle, annoy the enemy. The Bri
tons were formerly governed by a race of kings (b): 
at present they are divided into factions under vari, 
ous chieftains; and this disunion; which prevents 
their acting in concert for a public interest, is a cir
cumstance highly favourable -to the Roman arms 
against a warlike people, independent, fierce, and 
obstinate. A confederation (c) of two or more states 
to repel the common danger is seldom known: they 
fight iu parties, and the nation is subdued. 

The climate is unfavourable, always damp with 
rains, and overcast with clouds. Intense cold is 
never felt. The days are longer than in om· southern 
regions; tbe nights remarkably bright, and, towards 
the extremity of the island, so very short (d), that 
between the last gleam of day and the returning 
dawn the interval is scarce perceptible. In a serene 
sky when no clouds intervene to obstruct the sight, 
the sun, we are told, appears all night long, neither 
setting in the west, nor rising in the east, but always 
moving above the horizon. The cause of this phre
nomenon may be, that the surface of the earth to
wards the northern extremities, being ftat and level, 
the ahade never rises to any considerable height, 
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and the sky still retaining the rays of the sun (e), 
.the heavenly bodies continue visible. 

The ~il does not afford either the vine, the olive, 
or the fruits of warmer climates: but it is otherwise 
fertile, and yields corn in great plenty. Vegetation 
is quick in shootirJg up, and- slow in coming to ma· 
turity. Both effects are reducible to the same cause, 
the constant moisture of the atmosphere and the 
dampness of the soil. Britain contains, to reward the 
conqueror, mines of gold and silver(/), and other 
metals. The sea produces pearls (g), but of a dark 
and 6vid colour. This defect is ascribed by some to 
want of skill in this kind of fishery: the people, em· 
ployed in gathering, content themselves in gleaning 
what happens to be thrown upon the shore, whereas 
in tbe Red Sea the shell-fish are found clinging to the 
rocks, and taken alive. For my part, I am inclined 
to think that the British pearl is of an inferior quality, 
I can not impute to avarice a neglect of its interest. 

XIU. The Britons are willing to supply our ar
mies -with new levies; they pay their tn'bute without 
a murmur; and they perform aU the senices of go
.ernment with alacrity, provided they have no reasoa 
to complain of oppression. When injured, their re
sentment is quick, sudden, and impatient: they are 
conquered, not broken-hearted; reduced to obedi
ence, not subdued to slavery. Even Julius c~sar, 
the fint of the Romans {a) who set his foot in Britain 
at the head of an army, can only be said by a pros
perous battle to bS'.Te stTnck the natives with terror, 
an61 to have made himself master of the aea-ebore. 
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The discoverer, not the conqueror of the island, he 
did no more than show it to posterity Rome could 
not boast ·of a conquest The civil wars broke out 
soon after, and, in that scene of distraction, when 
the swords of the leading men wet·e 'drawn against 
their country, it was natural to lose sight of Britain. 
During the peace that followed the same neglect 
continued: Augustus called it. the wisdom of his 
councils (b), and Tiberius made it a rule of state
policy. 

That CaUgula meditated an invasion. of Britain 
(c) is a fact well known; but the expedition, like his 
mighty preparations against Get"ma~y, was rendered 
abortive by the capricious temper of the man, re
solving always without consideration, ·and repenting 
without experiment The grand enterprise was re
se"ed for the emperor Claudius (d,) who transport
ed into Brit.iu an army composed of regular legions, 
besides a large body of auxiliaries. With the offi
cers appeinted to conduct the war, he joined V es
pasian, who there laid the foundation. of that success 
which afterwards attended him. Several states were 
conquered, kings wel"e led in captivity, and the Fates 
beheld Vespaaian giving an earnest of his futo1·e 
glory. 

· XIV. The first officer of consular rank, that com
mended in Brita~ was Aolus Plautius (a). To him 
succeeded Ostorius Scapula (b); both emioont for 
their military character. Under their auspices the 
southern part of Britain took the fonn of a province, 
and received a colony of veterans (c). Cet1ain dis-
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tricts were assigned to Cogidunus, a king wh~ 
reigned over part of the country. He lived witbia 
our own memory, preserving always his faith un
violated, and exhibiting a striking proof of that re
fined policy, with which it has ever been the prac
tice of Rome to make even kings accomplice& iB 
tbe servitude of mankind. 

Tbe next governor was Didius Gallus (d). He 
preserved the acquisitions made by his predec&Jsors, 
without aiming at an extension of territory, and 
without any advantage, except a few forts, which 
be built on the remote borders of the province, in 
hopes of gaining some pretension to the fame of hav
ing enlarged the frontier. V eranius (e) succeeded 
to the command, but died within the year. Suetonius 
Paulinus (/)was the next in succession. That officer 
pushed on the war in one continued series of pros
perity for two years together. In that time be sub
dued several states, and secured his conquest by a 
chain of posts and garrisons. Confiding in the 
strength, which he had thus established, be fo~ 
tbe plan of reducing the isle of Mona (g), the gran41 
resource from which the malecontents drew their 
supplies. But having in that expedition, turned his 
back on the conquered provinces, he gave an oppor· 
tunity for a general revoll 

XV. The Britons, relieved from their fears by 
the absence of the commander in chief, began to 
descant on the horrors of slavery (a). They stated 
their grievances, and to inflame resentment, painted 
every thiog in the moat glaring colours. " Wbat 
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"was now the consequence of their passive spirit? 
" The hand of oppression faDs on the tame and ab
'~ ject with greater weight. Each state was formerly 
" subject to a single king (b), but now two masten 
" rule with an iron rod. The general gluts himself 
" with the blood of the vanquished, •nd the imperial 
"procurator devours our property. Thoee haughty 
" tyrants may act in concert, or they may be at va
" riance; but in either case the lot of the Britons 11 ,. 
" the same. The centurions of tbe general, and the 
" followers of the tax-gatherer add pride and ioso
" lence to injustice and rapacity. Nothing is safe 
"from avarice, nothing by lust unviolatetl. In the 
" field of battle, the booty is for the brave and war
" like: at present, cowards and abject wretches seize 
" the possessions of the natives; to them the Britons 
" tamely yield up their children; for them they make 
" new levies, and, in short, the good of his country ia 
" the only cause in which a Briton baa forgot to die. 
" Compute the number of men, born in freedom, 
"wJ~o inhabit the island, and the Roman invaden 
" are but a handful. It was thus the Germans argued, 
"and they shook off the yoke (c}. No ocean rolled 
" between them and the invader: they were separa
" ted by a river only. The Britons have every motive 
" to excite their valour. They have their country to 
"defend, and they ~ave their liberty to assert; they 
"have wives and children to urge, tl1em on; and they 
" have parents, who sue to them for protection. On 
" the part of the Romans, if we except luxury and 
" avarice, what incentives are there to draw them to 
" the field? Let British valour emulate the virtue of 
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" ancient times, and the invaders, like their own 
" deified Cresar, will abandon the island. The loss 
" of a single battle, and even a second, can not decide 
"the fate of a whole people. Many advantages list 
"on the side of misery. To attack with fury, and 
"persevere with constancy, belongs to men who 
H groan under oppression. The gods, at length, 
" behold the Britons with an eye of compassion: they 
" have removed the Roman general from his statio~J.; 
" they detain him and his army in another island 
"(d). The oppre88ed have gaiiK'd an acJvantage1 too 

" often difficult to obtain: they can now deliberate; 
" they are met in council. In designs hke these, the 
"whole danger lies in being detected: act like men, 
'' and success will be the issue of the war." 

XVI. InOamed by these and such like topics, the 
spirit of revolt was diffused through the country. 
With one consent they took up arms, unde1· the con
duct of Boadicea (a), a queen descended from a race 
of royal ancestors. In Britain there is no rule of dis
tinction to exclude the female line from the throne, 
or the command of armies. The insurgents rushed 
to the attack with headlong fury; they found the 
Romans dispersed in their garrisons: they put all to 
the sword; they stormed the forts; they attacked the 
capital of the colony, which they considered as the 
seat of oppression, and with fire and sword laid it 
level with the ground. Whatever revenge could 
prompt, or victory inspire, was executed with un
relenting cruelty ; and if Suetonius (b), on the first 
intelligence, had not hastened back by rapid marches, 
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Britain had been lost. By the event of a single battle 
the province was .recovered, though the embers of 
rebellion were not quite extinguished. Numbers of 
the malecontents, conscious of their share in the re
volt, and dreading the vengeance of Suetonius, still 
continued under arms. 

The truth is, notwithstanding the excellent quali
ties that distinguished the Roman general, it was the 
~lemisb of his character, that he proceeded always 
against the vanquished, even after they surren~ered, 
with excessive rigour. Justice, under his administra
tion, had frequently the air of revenge for a pel'Sooal 
injury. In his public proceedings be mingled too 
much of his own passions, and was therefore recal
led, to make way for Petronins Turpilianus (c), a 
man of Jess asperity, new to the Britons, and, hav
ing no resentments, likely to be satisfied on moderate 
terms. He restored the tt'8nquillity of the island, and, 
without attempting any thing farther, resigned the 
province to Trebellius Maximus (d), an officer of 
no experience, by nature indolent and inactive, but 
possessed of certain popular arts that reconciled the 
minds of men to his administration. The barbarians, 
at this time, had acquired a taste foreleg;.nt and allur
ing vices. The civil "ars, which soon afterwards con
vulsed the empire, were a fair apology for the pacific 
temper of the gener.:ll. His army, however, was not 
free from intestine discord. The soldiers, fom1erly 
inured to discipline, grew wanton in idleness, and 
broke out into open sedition. To avoid the fury of 
his men, Trebellius was obliged to save himself by 
ftight. Having lain for some time in a place of con-
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cealment, he returned with an aukward air to take 
upon him the command. His dignity was impaired, 
and his spirit bumbled. From tbat·time his authority 
was feeble and precarious. It seemed to be a com
promise between the parties: the general remained 
unmolested, the soldiers uncontrolled ,and on theae 
terms the mutiny ended without bloodshed. V ettius 
Bolanos (e) was the next commander; but the dis
tractions of the civil war still continuing, he did not 
think it advisable to introduce a plan of regular dis
cipline. The same inactive disposition on the part 
of the general, and the same mutinous spirit among 
the soldiers, lltill prevailed. The only difference was, 
that the character of Bolan us was without a blemish. 
If he did not establish his authority, he lived on good 
ter01s with all; beloved, though not respected. 

XVII. When Britain, with the rest of the Roman 
world, fell to the lot of V espasian, the ablest officers 
were sent to reduce the island, powerful armies were 
set in motion, and the spirit of the natives began to 
droop. In order to spread a general terror. Petilius 
Cerealis (a) fell with sudden fury on the Brigantes 
(b), in point of numbers the most considerable state 
in the whole province. Various battles were fought, 
with alternate success, and great effusion of blood. 
At length the greatest part of that extensive country 
was either subdued, or involved in all the calamities 
of war. The fame of Cerealis grew to a size that 
might discourage the ablest successor, and yet under 
that disadvantage Julius Frontinus (c) undertook 
the c~mmand. Hia talents did not suffer by the com-
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parison. He was a man truly great, and sure to sig
aalize himself, whenever a fair opportunity called 
forth his abilities. He reduced to subjection the pow
erful and waa·like state of the Silures (d), and, though 
in that expedition he had to cope not only with a 
fierce and obstinate enemy, but with the difficulties 
of a country almost impracticable, it was his glory 
that be surmounted every· obstacle. 

XVIII. Such was the state of Britain, and ·such 
the enmta of war, when Agricola arrived about the 
middle of summer (a) to take · upon him the com
mand. He found an army lulled in indolence and 
secnrity, as if the campaign was at an end, while 
the enemy was on the watch to seize the first oppor
tunity. The Ordovicians (b), not long before his ar
rival, bad fallen upon a party of horse, that happened 
to be quartered in their district, and put them almost 
all to the sword. By this blow the courage of the· 
Britons was once more revived: the bold and resolute 
declared for open war, while others, less sanguine, 
were against Ul18beathing the sword, till the charac
ter and genius of the new governor should be better 
known. 

Many things conspired to embarrass Agricola: 
the summer was far advanced; the troops were sta
tioned at different quarters, expecting a cessation of 
arms during the remainder of the year: and to act 
on the defensive, content with strengthening the 
weakest stations, was in the opinion of the best offi
cers the most prudent measure. These were cir
cumstances unfavourable to a spirit of enterprise; 
but the general resolved to put his army in motion, 
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and face the danger without delay. For this purpose, 
he drew together various detachments from the le
gions. and, with the addition of a body of auxiliaries, 
marched against the enemy. The Ordovicians con
tinuing to decline an engagement on the open plain, 
he determined to seek them on their heights, and, 
to animate his men by his own example, he advanc
ed at the head of the line. A battle ensued, and the 
issue was the destruction of the Ordovician state. 
Knowing of what moment it is to follow the first 
impressions of fame, and little doubting but that 
every thing would fall before an army flushed with 
victory, Agricola formed a plan for the reduction of 
the isle of Mona (c), from which Paulinus had been 
recalled by the general insurrection of the province, 
as already mentioned.' 

For the execntion of an enterprise so sudden and 
important, no measures had been concerted, and, by 
consequence, no vessels wea·e ready to transport thtr 
troops. The genius and resolution of the general 
supplied all deficiencies. He draughted from the 
auxiliaries a chosen band, well acquainted with the 
fordable places, and inured to the natipnal practice 
of swimming across lakes and rivers with such dex
terity. that they could manage their arms and guide 
their horses at the same time. This select corps, 
free from the incumbrance of their baggage, dashed 
into the water, and made their way with vigour to
wards the island. This mode of attack astonished the 
enemy, who expected nothing less than a fleet of 
transports. and a regular embarkation. Struck with 
consternation, they thought nothing impregnable to 
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men, who waged so unusual a war. In despair they 
sned for peace, and surrendered the island. The event 
added new' lustre to the name of Agricola, who had 
thus set out with a spirit of enterprise, and erowded 
so much glory into that part of the year, which is 
usually trifted away in vain parade and the homage 
of Batteries. The moderation with which he en
joyed his victory was remarkable. He had reduced 
the vanquished to obedience, and the act, he said, did 
not deserve the name of victory, nor even of an ex
pedition. In his dispatches to Rome he assumed no 
merit, nor were his letters, according to custom, de
ec>rated (d) with sprigs of laurel: but this self-denial 
served only to enhance his fame. From the modes
ty of a commander, who could undervalue such im
portant senices, men inferred that projects of vast 
extent were even then in his contemplation. 

XIX. Agricola was wen acquainted with the 
manners and national character of the Britons: he 
knew by the experience of past events, that conquest, 
while it loads tht> vanquished with injury and op
pression, can never be secure and permanent. He 
determined~ therefore, to suppress the seeds of future 
hostility. He began a refoa·m in his own household; 
a necessary work, but attended often with no Jess 
difficulty than the administration of a province. He 
removed his slaves and freedmen from every depart
ment of public business. Promotions in the army no 
longer went by favour, or the partiality of the cen
turion•; merit decided, and the man of worth, Agri
cola knew, would be the most faithful soldier. To 
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know every thing, and yet overlook a great deal; to 
forgive slight offences (a), and treat matten of im-

, portaoce with due severity, was the rule of his coo
duct; n•.er vindictive, and in many instances diiarm
ed by penitence. The prevention of crimes was 
what he wished, and to that end, in the dispoeal of 
ofticen he made choice of men, whese ,conduct pro
mised to supenede the necessity of punishment. 

The exigencies of the army called for large con
tributions of corn and other supplies, and yet he 
lightened the burthen by just aod equal asseS811lents, 
providing at the same time against the extortions oC 
the tax-gatherer (b), more odious and intolerable 
than even the tax itself. It had been the settled 
practice of the collectors to engross aU the corn, and 
then, adding mockery to injustice, to make the in
jured Briton wait at the door of the public granary 
(c), humbly supplicating that he might be permitted 
to repurchase his own grain, which he was after
wards obliged to sell at ao inferior price. A further 
grievance was, that, instead of delivering the requisite 
quantity of corn at the nearest and most convenient 
magazines, the Britons were forced to make tedious 
journeys through difficult cross-country roads, in 
order to supply camps and stations at a remote dis
tance; aod thus the business, which might have been 
conducted with convenience to all, was converted 
into a job to gratify the avarice of a few. 

XX. In the first year of Agricola's administration 
these abuses were all suppressed. The consequence 
was, that peace, which through the neglect or con· .. 
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bivance of former governors was no Jess terrible 
than war itself, began to diffuse its blessings, and to 
be relished by all. As soou as the (a) summer open· 
ed, he assembled his army and marched in quest of 
the enemy. Ever present at the head of the lines, be 
encouraged the strenuous by commendation; be re
buked the sluggard who fell from his rank: h~ went 
in person to mark out the station for encampments 
(b); be sounded the "restuaries, .and explored the 
woods and forests (c). The Britons, in the mean 
time, were by sudden incursions kept in a constant 
alarm. Having spread a general terror through the 
country, be then suspended his operations, that, in 
the interval of repose, the barbarians might taste 
the sweets of peace. In consequence of these mea
sures, several states, which till then bad breathed a 
spirit of independence, were induced to Jay aside 
their hostile intentions, and to give hostages fo1· their 
pacific behaviour. Along the frontier of the several 
districts, which had submitted, a chain of posts was 
established, with so much care and judgment, that 
no part of the. country, even where the Roman arms 
had never penetrated, could think itself secure from 
the vigour of the conqueror. 

XXI. To ·introduce a system of new and wise 
regulations was the business of the following winter. 
A fierce and savage people, running wild in woods, 
would be ever addicted to a life of warfare. To wean 
them from those habits, Agrit:ola · held · forth . the 
baits · of pleasure, encouraging the natives, as well 
.by public assistan(:e, as by warm exhortations, to 
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build temples (a), courts of justice, and commodi
ous dweWog-ho011es. He bestowed encomiums on 
such as cheerfully obeyed: the slow and uncomply
ing were brandt>d witb repreacb; and thus a spirit 
of emulation diffused itself, operating like a sense 
of duty. To establish a plan of education, aad give 
the eons of tbe leading chiefs &. tincture of letters, 
was part of his policy. By way of encouragement, be 
prailed their talents, aad alre,dy saw them, by the 
force of their natural genius, rising superior (h) to 
tbe attaiaments of the Gaula. The consequence was 
that &bey, who bad always disdained tbe Roman , 
Jaai&uage, began to cultivate its beauties. The Ro
man apparel wu seen without prejudice, aod tbe 
·top became a fubionable part of dress. By degrees 
the charms of vice &ained admiuion to their hearts: 
batba, and porticoe, and elegant banquets grew into 
vogue f aDd tbe new mannen, which, in fact, served 
only to sweeten tlavery, were by the unsuspecting 
Britons called the arts of polished humanity. 

xxn. In the coune of the third year (G) the 
progress of 1be Roman anna. discovered new nations, 
whose territories were laid waste as far u the a· 
tuary, called the Firth of Tay (b). Tbe legions bad 
to struggle with all the difficulties of a tempestuous 
1881011; and yet the barbarians, struck with a gene
ral panic, never dared to hazard an engagement 
The country, as far as the Romans advanced, was· 
·~eeured by forts·and garrisons (c). Men of skill and 
military 1eience observed that no ofticer knew better 
tbaa .Agricola, how to seize, on a sudden view, the 
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most man~eoua aitoation, and,. accordingly, DOt 
ooe of the stations, fortified by his direction, was 
taken by storm; not one was · reduced to capitulate; 
not oae was surrendered or abandoned to tbeenemy. 
At every post, to f'nable the garrison to stand a 
siege, a year's provision was provided, and, each 
place having strength sufficient, frequent sa)Jiea were 
made; ~e besiegers were repulled: and the Romans 
paued the winter seclre from daager. The conse
quence of these precautions was, that the eMOif, . 
who had been accuetomed to retrieve in the winter 
what they lost in the antecedent summer, saw oo 
dift"erence of leUOns: they were defe1\le41 every 
where, and reduced to the last despair. Avarice· of 
fame was no part of Agricola's character; nor was 
be ever known to arrogate to himself the praises 
due to other officers. From the commander of a le
gion to the lowest centurion, all found in their P,ne
ral a willing witne11 of their cooduct. In his ~anner 

; of expreaing his dieapprobatioo, he wu ·thought to 
mis a degree of asperity. The truth is, bia antipathy 
to bad men wu equalled by notbiog but hia polite
Dell to tile dese"ing. His anger sooo paued away 
aod left no trace behind. From hia silence you bad 
nothing to fear. Scorning to disguise his seotimeotl, 
,he aeted always with a generous warmth, at the ba· 
zard of making eDemies. To harbour eecret resent· 
ment wu not iD bit nature. 

XXIII. The buaineaa of the fourth campaign (a) 
wu to eecure the country, wbicb had been over· 
rua, aot conquered, in the precediog summer; abd 
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if the spirit ~f th& troops and the glory of the R,o. 

mati name bad been capable of suffering any limits, 
there was in Britain itself a convenient spot, where 
the boundary of the empire might have been fixed. 
The place for that purpo8e was, where the waters of 
the Glota and Bodotria (b), driven up the country 
by the inftus of two opposite seas, are . hindered 
from joining by a narrow neck of land, which was 
then guarded by a chain of forts (c) • . On the south 
side of the · isthmus the whole country was bridled 
by the Romans, and evacuated by the enemy, who 
were driven, as it were, iJ)to ·another island (d). 

XXIV. In the fifth summer (a) Agricola made 
an ex~edition by sea. He embarked in the fir~t Ro
man vessel that ever crossed the restuary (b). and 
having penetrated into regions till then unknown, he 
defeated the inhabitants in several engagements, and 
lined the coast, which lies opposite to Ireland, with 
a body of troops: not so much from an apprehen
sion of danger, as with a view to future projecte. 
lie saw that Ireland, lying between Britain and 
Spain, and at the same time convenient to the ports 
of Gaul, might prove a valuable acquisition, capa
ble of giving an easy communication, and. of course, 
strength and union to provinces disjoined by nature. 

Ireland is less than Britain, but exceeds in mag
nitude all the islands of the Mediterranean. The 
soil, the climate, the manners and genius of the in
habitants, differ little from lhose of Britain. By the 
· a1eans of merchants resorting thither for the sake of 
tommerce, the harbours and approaches to the coast 
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are well known. One of their petty kings (c) who 
had been forced to fly from the fury of a domestic 
faction, was received by the Roman general, and, 
under a show of friendship, detained to be of use 
oo some future occasions. I have often beard Agri
cola declare that a single legion, with a moderate 
band of auxiliaries, would be sufficient to complete 
tbe conquest of Ireland. Such an event, he said, 
would contribute .greatly to bridle the stubborn 
spirit of the Britons, who, in that case would see, 
with dismay, the Roman arms triumphant, and 
every spark of liberty extinguished round their 
coast. 

XXV. In the campaign (B), which began in the 
sixth summer, having reason to apprehend a gene
ral confederacy of the nations beyond the Firth of 
Bodotria, and fearing, io a country not yet explored, 

,the danger of a surprise, Agricola ordered his ships 
to sail across the gulf(b), and gain some knowledge 
of those new rt-gions. The tlcet, now acting, for the 
first time, in concert with the land forces, proceeded 
in sight of the army, forming a magnificent specta
cle, and adding terror to the war. It frequently hap
pened, that in the same camp were seen the infantry 
and cavalry intermixed with the marinee, all in
dulging their joy, full of their adventures, and 
magnifying the history of their exploits; the soldier 
describing, in the usual style of military ostenta
tion, the forests · which he had passed, the moun
tains which he climbed, and the barbarians whom 
he put to the rout, while the sailor, oo less impor--
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tant, bad bis storms and tempests, the woadtt-n of 
the deep, and the spirit with which be conquered 
wind and waves. 

At tl_!e sight of the Roman fleet, the Britons, ac
cording to inteUigence gained from the prisonen, 
were struck with conaternatioa, coovinced that 
every resource was cut oft: aince the sea, which 
had alwaya been their shelter, was now laid upeo to 

the invader. In this distress, · the Caledoniaos re
solved to try the iasoe of a battle. Warlike prepan
tiona were instantly begun with a degree of exertion, 
great in reality, but, as is always the case in matten 
obscure and distant, magnified by the voice of fame •. 
Without waiting for the commencement of hottili
ties, they atormed the B.omao forts and casdes (c), 
and by provokittg danger, made such an impres
sion, that several officers in Agricola's army, dia
guisiog their fear under the sp~ious appearuce 'of 
prudent councils, recommended a sudden retreat, 
to avoid the disgrace of being driven back to the 
other side of the Firth. Meanwile Agricola re
ceived inteUigence that the enemy meditated an 
attack in various quarters at once, aod thereupon, 
lest superior numben, in a country where he was a 
stranger to the defiles and Jllllel, should be able to 
eurround him, be divide~ his army, and nl&I'Ched 
forward in three columns: 

XXVI. The Caledonia-, informed of thia ar
rangement, changed their plan, aDd, in the dead of 
Bight, fell with their united force upon the ainth 
legion (a), tben the weakeet or the Bomaa army. 
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They surprised the advanced guard, and having, in 
the confusion of sleep and terror, put the sentinels 
to the sword, they forced their way through the en
trenchments. 'fhe conflict was in the very camp, 
wbep Agricola, who bad been informed that tbe 
barbarians were on their march, and instantly pur
sued their steps, came up to the relief of the legion. 
He ordered the swiftest of the bone and light io
fantry to advante with expedition, and charge the 
enemy in tbe rear, while his whole army set up a 
general shoul At break of day the Roman bannen 
glittered in view of the barbarians, who found 
themselves hemmed in by two armies, and began 
to relax their vigour. The spirit of the legion re
\ived. The men perceived that the moment of di• 
treas wu over, and the struggle was now for glory . 
.Acting no longer on the defensive, they rushed on 
to the attack. In the very gates (b) of the camp a 
fierce and obstinate engagement followed. The be
sieged legion, and the forces that came to their re
lief, fought with a spirit of emulation; the latter 
contending for the honour of succouring the dis
tressed, and tbe former, to prove that they stood in 
DO need or aasittance. The Caledonians were put to 
the root; and if the woods and manhes (c) had not 
favoured their eteape, that single action bad put an 
end to the war. 

XXVII. By this victory, so complete and glo
rious, the Roman army was inspired with confi
dence to euch a degree, that they now pronounced 
themaelve1 invincible. Nothing could stand before 
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them: they desired to be led into the recesses of the 
country, and, by following their blow, to penetrate 
to the extremity of the island. Even the prudent of 
the day before changed their tone with the event, 
and talked of nothing but victory and conquest 
Such is the tax, which the commanders of armies 
must always pay: the merit of success is claimed by 
all; calamity is imputed to the general only. 

The Caledonians, notwithstanding their defeat, 
abated nothing from their ferocity. Their want of 
success, they said, was not to be ascribed to supe
rior courage; it was the chance of war, or, perhaps, 
the skill of the Roman general. In this persuasion 
they resolved to keep the field. They listed the 
young men of their nation ; they sent their wives 
and children to a place of safety; they held public 
conventions of the several states, and with solemn 
rites and sacrifices (a) fonued a league in the cause 
ofliberty. The campaign ended in this manner, and 
the two armies, inflamed with mutual animosity, 
retired into winter-quarters. 

XXVIII. In the courtze of the same summer, a 
cohort of the Usipians (a) which had been raised in 
Germany, and thence transported to serve in Britain, 
performed an exploit so daring and extraordinary, 
that in tiHs place it may be allowed to merit attention. 
Having murdered the centurion, who was left in 
command, and also the soldiers, who, for the pur
pose of introducing military discipline, had beE>n 
incorporated with the several companies (b), they 
seized three light galleys, and forcing the masters 
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en board, determined to sail from the island One 
of the pilots matle his escape, anJ susptcion falling 
on the other two, they were both killed on the spot. 
Before their design transpired, the desertet·s put to 
aea, to the astonish1nent of all who beheld the vea
sels under way. 

They had not sailed far, when they became the 
sport of winds and waves. They maae frequent 
des1~ents on the coast, in quest of plunder, and had 
nrious conflicts with the natives, victorious in some 
places, and in others beat back to their ships. Re
duced at length to the extremity of famine, they fed 
on their companions, at first devouriiJg the weakest, 
and afterwards deciding among tbemaelres by lot 
In this distress they sailed round the extremity of 
the island (c), and, through want of skill in naviga. 
tion, were wrecked on the continent, where they 
were treated as pirates, first by the Sueviaos, and 
afterwards by the Frisians. Being sold to slavery, 
and in the way of commerce turned over to different 
masters, some of them reached the Roman !ettle
meots on the banks of the Rhine, and there grew 
fatuous for their sufferings, and the bold singularity 
of their voyage. 

In the beginning of the foHowing summer (d) 
Agricola met with a &troke of amiction by the loss 
of a son, about a year old. He· did .not upon thi1 
occasion affect, like many others, the character of a 
mao superior to the feelings of nature; nor yet did 
he suffer his grief to sink him down into unbecom
ing weakness. He felt the impreuion, but regret wu 
IOat in the alocatioos of war. 

TOL. Tl. 6 
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XXIX. In the opening of the campaigo, be dit
patched his fteet, with orders to annoy the coast by 
frequent descents in different place&, and spread a 
gent>ral alarm. He put himself, in the mean time, at 
the head of his army equipped for expedition, and 
taking with him a select band of the braveat Britops, 
of known and approved fidelity, he advanced as far 
as the Grampian hills (a), whe~e the enemy wu 
already posted in force. Undismayed by their former 
defeat, the barbarians expected no other issue than 
a total overthrow, or a brave revenge. Experience 
had taught them that the common cause required a 
vigorous exertion of their united strength. For this 
purpose, by treaties of alliance, and by deputations 
to the several cantons, thay had drawn together the 
strength of their nation. Upwards of thirty thousand 
men appeared in arms, and their force was increas
ing every day. The youth of the country poured in 
from all quarters, and even the men in years, whose 
vigour was still unbroken, repaired to the army, 
proud of their past exploits, and the ensigns of ho
nour which they had gained by their martial spirit. 
Among the chieftains, distinguished by their birth 
and valour, the most renowned was Galgacus (b). 
The multitude gathered around him, eager for action, 
and burning with uncommon ardour. He harangued 
them to the following effect: 

XXX. ''When I consider -the motives that have 
" ronsed us to this war; when I reftect on the neces
" sity that now demands our firmest vigour, I expect 
" every thing great and noble from that union of 
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f' sentiment tbat penades us all. From this day I 
" date the freedom of Britain. We are the men, who 
" never crouched in bondage. Beyond this spot there 
" is no land, where liberty can find a refuge. Even 
" the sea is shut against us, while , the Roman 
"fleet is hovering on the coast. To draw the sword 
" in the cause of freedom is the true glory of the 
" brave, and, in o!lr condition, cowardice itself 
" would throw away the scabbard. In the battles, 
" which have been hithea·to fought with alternate 
" vicissitudes of fortune, .our countrymen might well 
" repose some hopes in us; they might consider us 
" as their last resource; they knew us to be the no
" blest sons of Britain, placed in the last recesses of 
·" the land, in the very sanctuary of liberty. We have 
" not so much as seen the melancholy regions, where 
" slavery has debased mankind. We have lived in 
" freedom, and our eyes have been unpolluted by 
" th~ sight of ignoble bondage. 

'' The extremity of the earth is ours: defended 
" by our situation, we have to this day preserved 
" our honour and the rights of men. But we are no 
" longer safe in our obscurity: our retreat is laid 
" open; the enemy rushes on,· and, as things un
" known are ever magnified, he thinks a mighty 
" conquest lies before him. But this is the end of 
4' the habitable world, and rocks and brawling 
" wa'fes fill all the spaee behind. The Romans are 
" in the heart of our country; no submission can 
" satisfy their pride; no concessions can appease 
" tbeil· fury. While the land has any thing left, it is 
" the theatre of war; when it can yield no more 
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1' they explore the seas for bidden treasUl'e. Are the 
l' nations rich? Roman avarice is their enemy. Are 
" they poor? Roman ambition lords it over them. 
" The east and the wrest have been rifted. and the 
" spoiler is still insatiate. The Romans, by a strange 
" singular•ty of nature, are the only people who in
" vade, with equal ardour, the wealth and the po
" verty of nations. To rob, to ravage, and to n.ur
" der, in their imposing language. are the arts of 
'' civil policy. When they have made the world a 
" solitude, they call it peace. 

XXXI. " Our children and relatives are df'ar te 
" us all. It is an affection planted in our breast by 
" the band of nature. And yet those tender pledges 
'' are ravished from us to sen·e in di&taot lands. 
" Are our wives, our sisters, and our daughters safe 
"from brutalluat and open violation? The iosidi
" ous conqueror, under the mask of hospitality and 
I' friendship, bra,uls them with dishonour. Our 
" money is com·eyed into their treasury, and our 
" corn into their granaries. Our limbs aod bodies 
'' are worn out io clearing woods, and draining 
"marshes: and what have been our wages! Stripet 
" and insult. The lot of the meane&t slave, born in 
" servitude, is preferable to ours: he is sold but 
I' once, and hi• master maintains him; but Britain 
" every day invites new tyrants, and every day 
" pampers their pride. In a private family the slave 
" who is last bought in. provokes the mirth and 
" ridicule of the whole dornestic crew ; and in this 
"general servitude, to which Rome has reduced 
1' the world, the case ia the same: we are treated, at 
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" first, as objects of derision, and then marked out 
" for destruction. 

"What better lot can we e1.pect? We have no 
" arable lands to cultivate for a master; no mines to 
" dig for his avarice; no harbours to improve for his 
"commerce. To what end should the conqueror 
"spare us? Our virtue and undaunted spirit are 
"crimes in the eyes of the conqueror, and will reo· 
" der us more obnoxious. Our remote situation, 
" hitherto the retreat of freedom, and on that ac
" count the more suspected, will only serve to in· 
~ Jlame the jealousy of our enemies. We must ex
" pect no mercy. Let us therefore dare like men. 
" We all are summoned by the great call of nature; 
"not only thoee who know the value of liberty, but 
" even such as think life on any tenus the dearest 
"blessing. The Trinobantes (a), who had only a 
" woman to lead them on, were able to carry fire 
"and sword through a whole colony. They stonned 
" the camp• of the enemy, and, if success bad not 
" intoxicated them, they bad been, beyond all 
"doubt, the deliverers of their country •. And shaU 
" not we, unconquered, and uodebased by slavery, 
"a nation ever free, and struggling now, not to 
"recover, but to· ensure our liberties (b), shall we 
~ not go forth the champions of our country? Shall 
" we not, by one generous effort, show the Romans, 
" that we are the men whom Caledonia has reserved 
" to be asaertors of the public weal? 

~XXII. " We know the manners of the Romans: 
" and are we to imagine that their valour in the field 
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"is equal to their arrogance in time of peace? By 
" our diMensions their glory rises; the vice!~ of their 
" enemies are the negative virtues of the Roman 
" army; if that may be called an army, which is no 
'~ better thou a motley crew of various nations, held 
" together by success, and l'eady to crumble away 
"in the first reverse of fortune. That this will be 
" their fate, no one can doubt, unless we suppose 
"that the Gaul, the German, and (with shame I 
"add) the Britons, a mercenary band, who hire 
'~ their blood in a foreign service, will adhere from 
"principle to a new master, whom they have lately 
" ae"ed, and long detested. They are now enlisted 
" by awe and terror: break their fetters, and the 
"man who forgets to fear, will seek revenge. 

" All that can inspire the hnman heart, every 
" motive that can excite us to deeds of valour, ia 
"on our side. The Romans have no wives (a) ib 
" the field to animate their drooping spirit; no 
" parents to reproach their want of courage. They 
"are not listed in tbe cause of their country: their 
''country, if any they have (b), lies at a distance. 
" They are a hand of mercenaries, a wretched hand
'~ ful of devoted men, wbo tremble and look aghast 
" as they roll their eyes around, and see on every 
" side objects unknown before. The sky over their 
" be~ds, the sea, the woods, all things conspire to 
" fill them with cloubt and terror. They come like 
"victims, delivered into our hands by the gods, to 
" fall this day a sacrifice to freedom. 

" In the ensuing battle be not deceived by false 
"appearances; the glitter of gold and silver (c) may 
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"dazzle the eye; but to us it is harmless, to the 
"Romans no protection. In their own ranks we 
" shall find a number of generous warriors ready to 
" assist our cause. The Britons know that for our 
"common liberties we draw the nenging sword. 
" The Gauls will remember tbat they once were a 
"free people; and the Germaos, as the Usipians (d) 
"lately did, will desert their colours. The Romans 
" have left nothing in their rear to oppose us in the 
" pursuit; their forts are ungarrisoned; the veterans 
" in their colonies droop with age; in their munici
" pal towns, nothing but anarchy, despotic govern
" men~, and disaffected subjects. In me behold your 
"general; behold an army of freeborn men. Your 
" enemy is before you, and, in his train, heavy 
" tributes, drudgery in the mines, and all the hor
" rors of slavery. Are those calamities to be entailed 
"upon us? Or shall this day relieve us by a brave 
"revenge? There is the field of battle, and Jet that 
" determine. Let us seek the enemy, and, as we 
" rush upon him, remember the glory delivered 
" down to us by our ancestors; and let each man 
" think that upon his sword depends the fate of all 
" posterity." 

XXXIII. This speech was received, according 
to the custom of barbarians, with war-songs, with 
savage howlings, and a wild uproar of military 
applause. Their battalions began to form the line 
of battle; the brave and warlike rushed forward to 
the front, and the field glittered with the blaze of 
arm1. The Romans on their side burned with 
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equal ardour. Ag.icola saw the impatient spirit of 
his men, but did not think proper to begin the 
engagement, till he confirmed their courage by the 
following speech: "It is now, my fellow soldiers, 
"the eighth year (a) of our senice in Britain. 
'' During that time, the genius and good auspices 
" of the Roman empire, with your assistance and 
"unwearied labour, have made the island our own. 
" In all our expeditions, in every battle the enemy 
" ha~ felt your valour, and by your toil and perse
" verance the very nature of the country has been 
"conquered. I have been proud of my soldien, 
" aod you have had oo reason to blush for your 
" general. We have carried the terror of our arms 
"beyond the limits of any other soldiers, or any 
"former general (b); we have penetrated to the ex· 
" tremity of the land. This was fomterly the boast 
" of vain-glory, the mere report of fame; it is now 
" historical truth. We have gain~ posaesaion sword 
"in hand; we are tncamped on the utmost limits of 
"the island. Britain is discovered, and by the dis
" covery conquered. 

" In our long and laborious marches, when you 
" were obliged to traverse · moon, and fens, and 
" rivers, and to climb steep and craggy moun
" tains, it was still the cry of the bravest amongst 
''you, When shall we be led to battle? When shaD 
" we see the enemy? Bt>hol.l them now before you. 
"They are hunted out of the1r dens and caverns; 
'( your wish is granted, and the field of glory lies 
"open to your swords. One victory more makes 
" tbia new world our own; but remember that a 
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'' defeat involves us aU in the last distress. If we 
" consider the progress of our arms, to look ba~ 
" is glorious; the tract of country that lies behind 
" us, the forests which you have explored, and the 
t4 restuaries which you have passed, are monuments 
~' of eternal fame. But our fame can only last, while 
" we press forward on the enemy. If we give 
"ground, if we think of a retreat, we have the 
" same difficulties to surmount agai~. The success, 
" which is now our pride, will in that case be our 
" worst misfortune. We are not sufficiently ac
• quainted with the course of the country; the 
" enemy knows the defiles and marshes, and wiU 
" be supplied with provisions in abundance. We 
u have not those advantages, but we have hands 
·" thatcan grasp the sword, and we have valour (c) 
" that gives us every thing. With me it bas long 
" been a settled principle, that the back of a general 
" or his army is never safe. Which or you would 
" not rather die with honour, than live in infamv? 
" But life and honour are this day inseparable; they 
'' are fixed to one spot Should fortun~ declare 
" against us, we die on the utmost limits of the 
" world; and to die, where nature ~nds, can not be 
" deemed inglorious. 

XXXIV. " If our present struggle were with 
" nations wholly unknown; if we bad to do with ao 
" enemy new to our swords, I should call to mind 
" the e:nmple of other armies. At present what can 
" I proprose so bright and animating as your own 
t' exploits? I appeal to your own eyes: behold the 
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" men drawn up against you: are they not the same, 
"who last year, under covert of the night, assaulted 
"the ninth legion (a), and, upon the first shout or 
"our army, fted before you? A band of dastards! 
" who have subsisted hitherto, because of all the 
" Britons they are the most expeditious runaways. 

" In wood!l and (orests the fierce and noble animala 
'' attack the huntsmen, and rush on certain deetruc· 
" tion ; but the timorous herd is soon dispersed, 
•' scared by the sound and clamour of the chase. Io 
"like manner, the brave and warlike Britons have 
" long since perished by the sword. The refuse of 
" the nation still remains. They have not staid to 
• make head against you ; tht>y are hunted down; 
" they are caught in the toils. :benumbed with fear, 
c they stand motionless on yonder spot, which you 
" will render for e\·er memorable by a ~lorious vic
" tory. Here you may end your labours, and close 
" a scene of fifty years (b) by ooe great, one glorioo!i 
" d~y. Let your country see, and let the common
" wealth bear witn~ if the conquest of Britain bu 
" been a lingering work; if the seeds of rebellion 
"hue not been crushed, that we at least have done 
"our duty.'' 

XXXV. During this harangue, whilst Agricola 
was still addressing the men, a more than common 
ardonr glowed on every countenance. As soon as 
fhe general ended, the field rung with shouts of a~ 
plause. Impatient for the onset, the soldiers gral'ped 
their arms. .Agricola restrained their Yiole~~ce, tiD 

Digitized by Goog I e 



OP AGRIOOI.A. 61 

be formed his order of battle. The auxiliary infantry 
a), in number about eight thousand, occupied the 
~entre. The wings consisted of three thousand 
horse. The legions were stationed in the rear. at 
the bead of the entrenchments, as a body of reserve 
to support the ranks, if necessary, but otherwise 
to remam inactive, that a victory, obtained without 
the effusion of Roman blood, might be of higher 
value. 

The Caledonians kept possession of the rising 
grounds, extendjng their ranks as wide as possible, 
to present a formidable show of battle. Their first 
line was ranged on thP. plain, the rest in a gradual 
ascent on the acclivity of the hill. 'fhe intermediate 
apace between both armies was filled with the cha· 
rioteers (b) and cavalry of the Britons, rushing to 
and fro in wild career, and travening the plain witb 
aoise and tumult • The enemy being greatly supe
rior in number, there was reason to apprehend that 
d1e Romans might be attacked both in front and 
_.nk at the same time. To prevent that mischief, 
Agricola ordered his ranks to form a wider range. 
Some -'>f the ofticen saw that the linea were weak· 
ened into len~h, and therefore advised that the 
legions should be brought forward · into the field 
or action. But the general was not of a temper to 
be easily dissuaded from his purpose. Flushed with 
hope, and tirm in the llour of danger, be immedi
ately di111t0uoted, and, dismissing his bone, took 
bia stand at tile bead of the colours. 

XXXVI. 'fhe battle began, au.cl al Ant was 
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maintained at a distance. The Britons neither want .. 
ed skill nor resolution. With their long swords, and 
targets (a) of small dimension, they had the address 
to elude the miuive weapons of the Romans, and at 
the same time to discharge a thick volley of their 
own. To bring the conflict to a speedy decision, 
Agricola ordered three Batavian and two Tungrian 
cohorts (b) to charge the e¥my sword in band To 
this mode of attack those troops had been long ac
customed, but to the Britons it was every way dis-. 
advantageous. Their small targets afforded no pro-
tection, and their unwieldy swords, not sharpeaed 
to a point (c), could do but little execution in a 
close engagement The Batavians rushed to the at
tack with impetuous fury; they redoubled their 
blows, and with the bosses of t)leir shields bruised 
the eneml in the face, and, having overpowered all 
resistance on the plain, began to force their way up 
the ascent of the hill in regular order of battle. In· 
cited by their example, the other cohorts advanced 
with a spirit of emulation, and cut their way with 
terrible slaughter. Eager in pursuit of victory, they 
preued forward with determined fury, lea~Rg be
hind them numbers wounded, but not slain, and 
others not eo much as hurt 

1,he Roman cavalry, in the mean time, was forced 
to give ground (d). The Caledonians, in their armed 
chariots, rushed at full speed into the thick of the 
battle, where the infantry were engaged. Their fint 
impression struck a general terror, but their career 
was soon checked by the inequalities of the ground, 
and the eloae embodied ranks of the Romans. No-
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thing could less resemble an engagement of the 
cavalry Pent up in narrow places, the barbarians 
crowded upon each, other, and were driven or drag
ged along by their own horses. A scene of confu
sion followed. Chariots without a guide, and horses 
without a rider, broke from the ranks in wild dis
order, and flying every way, as fear and consterna
tion urged, they overwhelmed their own files, and 
trampled down all who came in their way. 

XXXVU. Meanwhile the Britons, who had 
hitherto kept their post on the hills, looking down 
with contempt ou the scanty numbers of the Roman 
army, began to quit their station. Descending slowly, 
they hoped, by wheeling round the field of battle, to 
attack the victors in the rear. To counteract their 
design, .Agricola ordered four squadroos of horse, 
which be had kept as a body of rese"e, to advance 
to the charge. The Britons poured down with im
petuosity, and retired with equal precipitation. .At 
the same time, the cavalry, by the directions of the 
general, wheeled round from the wings,. and feU 
with great slaughter on the rear of the enemy, who 
now perceived that their own stratagem was turned 
against themselves. · 

i The field presented a dreadful spectacle of car
nage and destruction. The Britons fted; the Romans 
pursued; they wounded, gashed, and mangled the 
runaways; they seized their prisoners, and, to be 
ready for others, butchered them on the spot (a). 
Despair and horror appeared in various t~bapes: 

in one part of the field the Caledonians, sword . in 
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hand, fted in crowds from a handful of Romana; ~ 
other places, without a weapon left. they faced every 
danger and rushed on certain death. Swords ancl 
bucklers, mangled limbs and dead bodies, coverecJ 
the plain. The field was red with blood. The van
quished Britons had their moments of returninc 
courage, and gave proofs of rirtue and of brave des
pair. They fted to the woods, and rallyinc their 
scattered numbers, surrounded such of the Roman• 
as pursued with too much eagerness. 

Agricola was every were present He saw the 
danger, and, if he had not in the instant taken due 
precaution, the victorious army would have hacl 
r-eason to repent of too much confidence in success. 
The light-armed cohorta had orders to invest the 
woods. Where the thickets were too close for the 
horse to enter, the men dismounted to explore tb~ 
passes, and where the woods gave an opening, the 
rest of the cavalry rushed in, and scoured the counp 
try. The Britons, seeing that the pursuit was con
ducted in compact and regular order, dispersed e. 
eecond ~me, not in collected bodies, but in conster
nation, flying in different ways to remote lur~ing 

places, solicitous only for their personal safety, and 
no longer willing to wait for their fellow soldiers. 
Night coming on, the Romans, weary of slaughter, 
desisted from the pursuit. Teo thousand of the 
Caledonians fell io this engagement: on the part of 
the Romans, the number of slain did · not exceed 
three hundred and forty, among whom was Aulue 
Atticus (b), the prefect of a cohort. His owo 
1outbful ardour, and the spirit ·or a high metded 
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bone, carried him with too much impetuosity into 
the thickest of the enemy's ranks. 

XXX VIII. The Roman army, elate with succes!1, 
and enriched with plunder, passed ·the night in ex· 
ultation. The Britons, on the other baud, wan· 
dered about, uncertain which way to turn. helpless 
and disconsolate. The mingled cries of men and 
women filled the air with lamentations. Some as
listed to carry off the wounded; others called for 
the assistance of such as escaped unhurt; numbers 
abandoned their habitation.,, or, in their frenzy, 
aet them on fire. They fted to obscure retreats, 
and in the moment of choice, deserted them; they 
held consnltations. and having inftamed their hopes, 
changed .their minds in despair; they beheld the 
pledges of tender affection, and burst into tears; 
they viewed them again, and grew fierce witb re· 
sentment. It is a fact well authenticated, that some 
laid violent hands upon their wives and children 
(a), determined with savage compassion to end their 
misery. 

The following day displayed to l'iew the nature 
and importance of the l'ictory. A deep and melan
choly silence all around; the biDs deserted; houses 
at a distance involved in Bllloke and fire, and not a 
martal diecol'ered by the scouts; the whole a vast 
and dreary solitude. Agricola was at length informed 
by those who were sent out to explore the country, 
that DO trace of the enemy was any where to be 
seen, and no attempt made in any quarter to mustet· 
their .Orcee. Upon thil ioteUigence, as the summer 

Digitized by Goog I e 



66 THB LIP£ 

was far advanced, and to continue the war, or ex
tend its operations in that season of the year, was 
impracticable, be resolved to close the campaign, 
and march his army into the country of the Hores
tians (b). That people submitted to the conqueror, 
and delivered hostages for their fidelity. Orders 
were now issued to the commander of the fteet to 
make a coasting voyage round the island (c). For 
this expedition a sufficient equipment was made, 
and the terror of the Roman name had already 
gone before them. Agricola, in the mean time, led 
his army into winter-quarters, proceeding at the 
bead of the cavalry and infantry by slow marches, 
with intent, that, by seeming to linger in the ene
my's country, he might impress with terror a peo
ple who had but lately submitted to his arms. The 
Jleet, after a prosperous voyage, arrived at the Tru
tulensian harbour (d), and, sailing thence along the 
eastern coast, returned with glory to its former 
station. 

XXXIX. Tbe account of these transactions, sent 
to Rome by Agricola, was plain and simple, without 
any decoration of language to heighten the narrative. 
Domitian r~eived it in the true spirit of his charac
ter, with a smile on his countenance, and malignity 
at his heart. The mock-parade of his own German 
triumph (a), in which the slaves, whom be had pur
chased, walked with dishevelled hair, in the dress 
and manner of captives taken in war, came fresh into 
his lllind. He felt the reproach and ridicule which · 
that frolic occasioned, and the transition was painful 
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· to a real victory, attended with a total overthrow of 
the enemy, and the applause of all ranks of men. He 
now began to fear that the name of a private citizen 
might overshadow the imperial title. That reftectioo 
planted thorns in his breast The eloquence of the 
forum was in vain suppressed; io vain the talents oC 
meo and every liberal art were put under an absolute 
prohibition, if a subject was to rob the prince of aU 
military glory. Superior excellence in every other 
kind might be ended; but renown in arms 00. 
longed to the emperor, as a branch of his prerogative. 

By these and such like reftections that restleu 
epirit was distracted. He retired to brood in private 
over his discontent. His solitude was known to b& 
dangerous. To be alone and innocent was no part of 
his character. Weary of his retreat (b) and his own 
wounded spirit, be at last resolved to nourish resent· 
ment in sullen silence, till the tide of popularity, 
which attended the general, should ebb away, and 
the aWection of the army bad time to cool. Agricola 
was still in Britain, and bad the command of the 
army and the province. 

XL. Do~itian, in the mean time, caused a decree 
to p888 the senate, by which triumphal ornaments 
(a), the honour of a statue crowned with laurel, al1d 
all other marks of distinction, usually s~bstituted in 
the place of a real triumph, were granted to -~gri· 

cola. The language of compliment was freely Ia· 
vished on this occasion. The emperor bad also the 
art to circulate a report, that the province of Syria, 
at that time vacant by the death of Atilius Rufua, 
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an officer of consular rank, was intended for Agri
cola, in order to do him honour by an appointment 
always given to men of the highest eminence. It is 
added as a fact, at that time currently believed, 
that a commission was actually made out. and sent 
by a favourite freedman, who was much ira the enape
ror's confidence, to be delivered to Agricola, in case 
the mesaeoger found him still possessed of has au
thority in Britain. But the freedman, we are told, 
met him on his passage in the narrow straits (b), 
and without so much as an inte"iew, returned to 
Rome. For the truth of this anecdote I do not pre
tend to vouch: it was imagined, perhaps, as a stroke 
of character, that marked the genius of Domitian. 
However that may be, Agricola resigned the com
mand, and delivE"red to his successor (c) a quiet ancl 
well-ordered government. 

I.est his arrival at Rome should draw together too 
great a co~course, be concealed his approach from 
his friends, and entered the city privately in the 
dead of night. With the same secrecy, and in the 
night also, be went, as commanded, to present him
self to the emperor. Domitiau received him with a 
cold salute, and, without uttering a word, left the 
conqueror of Britain to mix with the servile creatures 
of the court 

The fame of a great military character is always 
eure to give umbrage to the lazy and inactive. But 
to soften prejudices, Agricola resolved to shade the 
lustre of his name in the mild retreat of bumble vir
lues. With this view, he resigned himself to the 
calm enjoyments of a domestic life. Plain in his ap-
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pare) (d), easy of access, and never attended by more 
than one or two friends, he was remarkable for no
thing but tbe simplicity of his appearance: insomuch, 
that they, who knew no criterion of merit but ex
ternal show and grandeur, as often as they saw 
.Agricola, were still lQ seek for tbe great and illus
trious character. His modesty was art, which a few 
only could tmderstaod. 

XLI. After his recall from Britain, be was fre
quently accused before Domitian, and as ot\en ac~ 

· qu1tted, unheard, and without his knowledge. The 
ground of those clandestine proceedings was neither 
a crime against the state, nor even an injury done 
to any individual. His danger rose from a ddl'erent 
source; from the heart of a prince, who felt an in·._ 
ward antipathy to every virtue; from the real glory 
of the mao, and from tbe praises bestowed upon 
him by tho~ worst of enemies, tbe dealers in pane
gric (a). 

The fact was, in the distress of public affairs, 
which soon after followed, the name of Agricola 
could not be suWered to remain in obscurity. By the 
rashness or inactivity of the commanders in chie~ 
the armies of the empire were lost (b) in Mresia, 
Dacia, Germany. and Paononia. Every day brought 
an account of some new misfortune; forts besieged 
and taken; garrisons stormed. and whole cohorts with 
their commanding officers maJe prisoners of war. 

• Amidst these disasters the struggle was not to secure 
the banks of a river (c), nor to defend the frontier; 

, the very poaeeasion of tbe provinces, and the winter· 
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quarters o(the lt'.gions were fiercely disputed. Ia 
times like these, when calamity followed calamity, 
and every successi'".e year was marked by the defeat 
and slaughter of armies, the voice of the people 
called aloud for Agricola to be employed in the pub
lic senice. The vigour of his conduct, his firmneu 
in danger, anJ his known experience were the gene· 
nl topics, in opposition to the cowardice and insuf
ficiency of other ·commanders. By remonstrances of 
the same tendency, it is certain. that the ears of 
Domitian were often wounded. Amongst his freed. 
men, 'those who bad the interest of their master at 
heart, made a fair representation, while others urged · 
the same arguments, not with honest motives, but 
with an insidious design to esasperate the mind of 
a tyrant fatally bent on mischie£ In this manner 
A~tricola, by hill own talents, and the treacherous 
arts of pernicious men, was every day in danger of 
rising to the precipice of glory. 

XLR. The year was now at hand, in which .Agri
eola was to have by lot the proconsulship (o) of Asia 
or of Africa; but the death of Civica (b), who bad 
been lately murdered in his government, gave at 
once a warning to· Agricola, and a precedent to Do
mitian. At this point of time, the spies of the court 
thought proper to pay their visits to Agricola. The 
design of those pretended friends was to diteover, 
whether the government of a province would be 
acceptable. They contented themselves. in their first 
approar.hes, with suggesting to him the value ol 
traqqaillity iD a private station, and then obli&incl1 
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undertook, by their inte~est at court, to obtain per· 
mission for him to decline the office. At length the 
mask fell off: by adding menaces to their insidious 
advice, they gaiued their point, and hurried him away 
to the presence of the emperor. Domitiao knew the 
part be had to act; with a concerted countenance, and 
an air of distant pride, he heard Agricola's apology, 
and complied with his request, conscious of his 
own treachery, yet receiving thanks for it without 
a blush (c). The proconsular salary (d), which had 
been usually granted in like cases, was withheld 
upon this occasion; perhaps, in resentment because 
it was not solicited, or the better reason might be, 
that the prince might not seem to gain by compa·omise, 
what be had a right to command. 

To bate whom we hal"e injured (e) is a propensi
ty of the human mind: in Domitian it was a rooted 
principle. Prone by nature to sudden acts of rage, 
if at any time he had the policy to disguise his anger, 
it was only smothered (/ ), to break out with fier· 
eer rage. And yet that implacable temper was 
di18111led by the moderotion and wisdom of Agricola, 
who was not in that class of patriots, who conceive, 
that by a contumacious spirit they show their zeal 
for liberty, and think they gain immortal glory, 
when by rashness they have provoked their fate. 
By his example the man of heroic fortitude may be 
iDfonned, that even in the worst of times, md under 
the moat despotic prince, it is possible to be great 
and good with moderation. He may further learn, 
that a well managed submission, supported by 
talenta and industry, may riee as high in the public 
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esteem, as many of those who have courted dao
ger, and, without any real advantage to their 
country, died the victims of pride and vain ambi
tion. 

XLIII. The death of Agricola was felt by his 
family with the deepest sorrow, by his friends with 
tender concern, and even by foreigAers (a), and such 
as bad no knowledge of his person, with universal 
regret. During his illness, the CQmmon people, and 
that class of men who care little about public events, 
were constantly at his door. with anxiety makinc 
their inquiries. In the forum, and all circular meet
ings, he was the subject of conversation. When he 
breathed his last, no mao was so hardened as to re• 
joice at the news. He died lamented, and not soon 
forgotten. What added to the publi~ aftliction, was 
a report (b) that so valuable a life was ended by a 
dose of poison. No proof of the fact appearing, I 
leave the story to shift for itself. Thus much is 
certain; dnring his illness, instead of formal mes
sages, according to the usual practice of courts. the 
freedmen most in favour, and the principal physi
cians of the emv.eror, were assiduous in their visit& 
Was this the solicitude of friendship? or, were these 
men the spies of state? 

On the day that closed his life, while he was yet 
in the agony of death, the quickest intelligence of 
every symptom was conveyed to Domitian by mes
sengers in waiting for the purpose. That so much 
industry was exerted to hasten news, which the em
peror did not wish to bear, no man believed. As 
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soon as the event was known, Domitian put on an 
air of sorrow, and even affected to be touched with 
real regret. The object of his hatred was now no 
more, and joy was a· passion which he could more 
easily disguise than the fears that distracted him. 
The wiD of the deceased gave him entire satisfac
tion: he was named joint heir with Agricola's ex
ceDent wife, and his most dutiful daughter, and this 
the tyrant considered as a voluntary mark of the 
testator'slove and esteem. A mind like his, debauch
ed and blinded by continued ftattery, could not per
ceive, ·that by a good father none but an evil prince 
is ever called to a share in the succession. 

XLIV. Agricola was born on the ides of June, 
in the third consulship of Caligula; he died on the . 
tenth before the calends of September, during the 
consulship of Collega and Pri~~eus, in the fifty-sixth 
year of his age (a). As to his person, about which 
in future times there may be some curiosity, be was 
of that make and stature, which may be said to be 
graceful, not majestic. His countenance had not that 
commanding air which strikes with awe: a sweet
ness of expression was the prevajling character. 
You would have been easily convinced that he was 
a good man, and you would have been willing to be
lieve him a great one. 

Though he was anatched away in the vigour of life, 
yet if we conaider the space his glory filled in the eyes 
of mankind, he may be said to have died full of years. 
Possessio~ all the best enjoyments, that ~priog from 
virtue, and from . virtue only; adorned with every 
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dignity, which either the consular rank or triumphal 
honours could bestow; what further advantage could 
he derive from fortune? Immoderate riches he never 
desired, content with an honourable independence. 
His wife and daughter left in a state of security, his 
honours blooming round him, his fall'Je unblemished, 
his relations flourishing, and et"ery tie of friendship 
presened to the last, he may be considered as su
premely happy, that he did not live to see the tem
pestuous times that soon after followed. It is indeed 
true, that to have reached the present auspicious 
era, and to have seen Tra jan (b) in posaesston of the 
imperial dignity, would have been the h;ippy con
summation of his wishes. To that effect we have 
often beard him, with a kind of prophetic spirit, ex
press his sentiments; but to counterbalance his no
timely end, it is at least some consolation, that be 
escaped that black and horrible period. in which 
Domitian no longer broke out in sudden ftts and 
starts of cruelty, but, throwing oft' all restraint, pro
ceeded in one continued coune of unrelenting fury, 
as if determined to crush the commonwealth at a 
blow (c). 

XLV. Agricola did not live to see the senate-
. bouse (a) invested by an anned force; the members 

of that august assembly surrounded by the preto
rian bands; men of consular rank destroyed in one 
promiscuous carnage, and a number of illustrioUs 
women condemned to exile, or obliged to fly their 
country. Carns Metius, that detested infonner, bad 
u yet gained but a aiogle vi8tory (b). The sangui-
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nary voice of MessaJinus was beard in tbe Albanian 
citadel only (c); and even Massa Bebius ( tl) was at 
-that time labouring under a prosecution. Io a short 
-time after, with our own bands (e) we dragged Hel-
vidius to a dungeon; our eyes beheld the distress 
and melancholy separation of Mauricus and Rusticus 
(/); we were stained with the innocent blood of 
Senecio (g). Even Nero bad the grace to turn away 
his eyes from the horrors of his reign. De com
manded deeds of cruelty, but never was a spectator 

_ of the scene. Under Domitian, it was our wa·etcbed 
lot to behold the tyrant, and to be seen by him; 
while be kept a register of our sighs and groans. 
With that fiery visage (h), of a dye so red, that the 
blush of guilt could never colour his cheek, he 
marked the pale langnid countenance of the unhappy 
victims, who shuddered at his frown. 

With you, Agricola, we may now congratulate: 
you are blessed, not only, because your life was a 
career of glory, but because you were released, 
when it was happiness to die. From those, who at
tended your last moments, it is well known, that you 
met your fate with calm serenity; willing, as far-as 
it depended on the last act of your life, that the 
prince should appear to be innocent To your 
daughter and myself you left a load of affliction. We 
have lost a parent, and, in our distress. it is now an 
addition to our heartfelt sorrows, that we bad it not 
in our power to watch the bed of sickness, to sooth 
the languor of declining nature, to gaze upou you 
with earnest aJfection, to see the expiring glance, 
and receive your last embrace. Your dying words 
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would hate been eYer dear to us; your commandt 
we should have treasured up, and graved them on 
.our hearts. This sad comfort we have lost, and thE~ 
wound, for that reuon, pierces deeper. Divided 
from you by a long absence, we bad lost you ( i) 
four years before. Every tender office, we are welll 
convinced, thou best of parents! was duly perferm .. 
ed by a most aWectionate wife; but fewer t~ars be-· 
dewed your cold remains, and, in the parting ll)()oo 

ment, your eyes looked up for other objects, but 
they looked iu vain, and closed for ever. 

XLVI. If in another world there is a pious man
sion for the blessed (a); af, as the wisest men have 
thought, the soul is not fXtinguished with the body; 
may you enjoy a state of eternal felicity! From that 
station behold your disconsolate family; exalt our 
minds from fond regret and unavailing grief to the 
contemplation of your virtues. Those we must not 
lament; it were impiety to sully them with a tear. 
To cherish their memory, to embalm them with 
our praises, and, if our frail condition will permit, 
to emulate your bright example (b), will be the 

. truee.t mark of oua· respect, the best tribute your 
family can offer. Your wife will thus preserve the 
memory of the best of husbands, and thus your 
daughter will prove her filial piety. By dwelling 
eonstantly on your words and actions, they •ill 
have an iltustrious character before their eyes, and, 
not content with the bare image of your mortal 
lnme, they will have, what is more valuable, the 
form and features of your mind. . I do not mean by 
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this to censure the custom of preserving in brass or 
marble (c) the shape and stature of eminent men; 
but busts and statues, like their originals, are frail an~ 
perishable. The soul is formed of finer elements, 
and its inward form is not to be expressed by the 
hand of an artist with unconscious matter: our man
ners and our morals may in some degree trace the 
resemblance. All of Agricola, that gained our love, 
and raised our admiration, still subsists, and wiD 
ever subsist, preserved in the minds of men, the re
gister of ages, and the records of fame. Others, who 
figured on the stage of life, and were the worthies 
of a former day, will sink, for want of a faithful his
torian (d), into the common lot of oblivion, inglori
ous and unremembered; whereas Agricola delineated 
with truth, and fairly consigned to posterity (e), will 
survive himself, and triumph over t~/injuries of 
·time. 

TRK END. 
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I. GEl'fERAL introduction, with the reasons for writing an 
account of the following discourse. II. The persona engag
ed in the dialogue: at first, Curiatius Materous, Julius Se
cuodus, and Marcus :\per. Ill. Secuodus endeavours to 
di11uade Maternus from thinking any tnore of dramatic 
composition. IV. Maternus gives his reasons for persisting. 
V. Aper condemns his resolution, and, in point of utility, 
real happiness, fame and dignity, contends that tbe oratori
cal profession is preferable to the poetical. VIII. He cites 
the nampte of Eprius Marcellus and Crispus Vibius, who 
raised ·themselves by their eloquence to the highest ho
nours. IX. Poetical fame brings with it no advantage. X. H~ 
e:dJorts Maternus to relinquish the muses, and devote his 
"hole time to eloquence and the busioe11 of the bar. XI. 
Maternua defends his favourite studies: the pleasures aris
ing from poetry are in their nature innocent and sublime; 
the fame is extensive and immortal. The poet enjoys the 
moat delightful intercourse with his friends, whereas the 
life of the public orator is a state of warfare and an1:iety. 
XIV. Vipstanius Messala enters the room. He finds his 
friends engaged in a controversy, and, being an admirer of 
ancient eloquence, be advises Aper to adopt the: model of 
the ancients in pnfereoce to the plan of the modem rbeto
rieialll. XV. Hence a ditl'erence of opinion concerning the 
merit of the ancients and the modems. Messala, Secoodoe, 
tnd Matmlua, profess themtelves admirers of the oratory 
that 8ourisht'd in the time of tfte republic. Aper lauochet 
out againd the ancients, and gives the preference to the . 
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advocates of his own time. He desires to know who"llre 
to be accounted ancients. XVIII. Eloquence baa various 
modc:s, all changing with the conjuncture of the times. But 

' it is the nature of men to praise the past, and censure the 
present. The period, when Cassius Severus llourished, is 
stated to be th._point of time, at which men cease to be 
ancients; Ca88ius with good reaeon deviated from the an· 
cient manner. XX. Defects of ancient eloquence: tbe mo• 
dem style more r•~fined and elegant. XXI. The character 
of Calvus, Celius, Cesar and Brutus, and alto of .\siniua 
Pollia, and Me88ala Corvinus. XXII. The praise and cen· 
eure of Cicero. XXIII. The true .rhetorical art consists in 
blending the virtues of ancient oratory ~ith the beauties of 
the modem style. XXIV. Matemua observes that there 
can be DO dispute about the superior reputation of the an· 
cient orators: he therefore calls upon Mnaala to take that 
point for granted, and proceed to an inquiry into the causes 
that produced 10 great an alteration. XXV. After·eome ob
servations on the eloquence or Calvus, Asinius Pollio, 
Cesar, Cicero, and others, Messnla praisP.s Graccbus and 

/ Lucius Crassus, but censures Meceoas, Gallio, and Cauius 
Severus. XXVII . Maternus reminds Me88ala of the true 
point in question; Me11ala proceeds to .a88ign the causes 

which occasioned the decay of eloquence, such as the dissi
pation of the young men, the inattention of their parents, 

the ignorance of rhetorical profe110rs, aad the total ne· 
glect of ancient disriplioe. XXXIV. He proceeds to ex
plain the plan of study, and the institntious, customs, and 
various arts by which orators were formed in the time__ of 
the republic. XXXV. The defects and vices in the new 
system of Education. In tl&ia part of the dialogue, the sequel 
qf .Musala's discourse is lost, with the whok of what was 
1aid by &ct.mdus, aftd the beginning of Matemus: the •pp/t· 
mmt gou. em fram this plate, distinguished by inwrted com

mas, and tht ucticml marlud t.Dith numerical fipu. 1. Mea· 

' 
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sala deec:ribes the presumption or the yoUftg advoeetes on 
their tint appearance at the bar; their want of legal know
ledge, aad tbe absurd habits which they contracted in the 
schools of the rhetoricians. !. Eloquence totally ruined by 
the preceptors. Messala concludes with desiring Secuodus 
and Matemus to assign the reasons which have occurred to 
them. 4. Secundus gives his opinion. The change of go
vernment produced a oew mode of eloquence. The orators 
under the emperors endeavoured to be ingenious rather 
thaa natural. Seneca the first who .introduced a fal!e taste, 
which still prevailed in the reign of Vespasian. 8. Licinius 
Largus taugbt the advocates o£ his time the disg•·aceful 
art of hiring applauders by profession. Th~s was the bane 
of all true oratory, and, for that reason, Maternus was right 
in renouncing the forum altogether. 10. Matemus acknow
ledges that he was disgusted by the shameful practices that 
prevailed at the bar, and therefore resolved to devote the 
rest of his time to poetry and the muses. 1 t. An apology 
for the rhetoricians. The prai1e of Quintilian. True elo
quence died with Cicero. 18. The loss of liberty was the 
ruin of genuine oratory. Demosthenes flourished under a 

free government. The original goes on }rom thia place to the 
end of tht diaZo~. XXXVI. Eloquence flourishes .most in 
times of publie tumult. The crimes of turbulent citizens 
supply the orator with his best materials. XXXVII. In the 
time of the republic, oratorical talents were necessary quali
fications, and without them no man was deemed worthy of 
being advanced to the magistracy. XXXVlll. The Roman 
orators .were not confined in point of time; they might ex
tend their speeches to what length they thought proper, 

and c9uld even adjourn. Pompey abridged the liberty of 
speecb, and limited the time. XXXIX. The very dress of 
the advocate under the emperors was prejudicial to elo· 
quence. XL. True eloquence springs from the vices of 
men, and never was known to exist under a calm and settled 
government. XLI. Eloquence changes with the times. 
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Every ace bu ita own peculiar advantages, and invidioue 
eompariiOD~ are uDDeCeaiary. XLII. Conclusion of the dia
logue. 

The time of this dialogue was the sixth of Vespasian's reip. 
Year of Rome, OfCbrilt, Conltlla. 

818 76 Vespuian, 6th time; Tit111 
his son, 4th time • 
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--.DIALOGUE 

CONCERNING 

ORATORY~ 

OR THE CAUSES OF 

CORRUPT ELOQUENCE. 

I. Yon have often inquired of me, my good friend, 
.Justus Fabius (a). how and from what causes it bu 
proceeded, that while ancient times display a race 
of great and splendid orators, the present age~ dispi
rited, and without any claim to the praise of elo
quence, has scarcely retained the name of an orator. 

. By that · ap~Jlation we now distinguish none but 
those wh4) flourished in a former period. To tbe 
eminent of the present day, we give the title of 
speakers, plf'aders, advocates, patrons, in short, 
every thing but orators. 

The inquiry .is in its nature dolicate; tendinf?;, if 
we are not able to contend with antiquity, to impeach 
ou~enius, and if we are not willing, to arraign our 
judgment. An answer to flO nice a question is more 
than I should venture to undertake, were I to 
rely altogether upon myself: but it happens that 
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I am able to state the sentiments of men, dis'tio
gui8hed by their eloquence, such as it is in modern 
times; having 10 the early part of my life, been 
present at their conversation on the very subject 
now before us. What I have to offer will not be the 
result of my own thinking: it is the 'w~k of memory 
only; a mere recital of what fell from the most cele
brated orators of their tim~: a set of men, who 
thought with subtilty, and expressed themselves 
with energy and precision ; each, in his turn, assign
ing different, but probable causes, at times insisting 
on the same, and, in the course of the debate, main
taining his own proper character, and the peculiar 
cast of his mind. What they said upon the occasion, 
I shall relate, as nearly as may be, ia the style and 
manner of the several speakers, observing always 
the regular course and order ofthe controversy: For 
a controversy it certainly was~ where the speakers 
of tbe present age did not want an advocate, who 
supported thear cause with zeal, and, after treatiag 
antiquity with sufficient freedom, and even derision, 
assigned the paJm of eloquence to the practisers of 
modern times. 

II. Curiatius Materous (a) gave a public reading 
of his tragPdy of Cato. On the lollowing day a re · 
port prevailed, that the piece had given umbrage to 
the men in power. The author, it was said, had 
laboured to display his favourite character i.-he 
brightest colours; anxious for the fame of his hero , 
but ~egardless of himself. This soon became the 
topac of public conversation. Maternus received a 

• I 
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vjsit from Marcus Aper (b) and Julius Secundus 
(c), both men of gE-nius, and the first ornaments of 
the forum. I was at that time, a constant atten'dant 
on those emioent men. I heard them, not only in 
their scenes of public business, but, feeling an incli
nation to the same studies, I followed them with all 
the ardour of yQuthful emulation. I was admitted to 
their private parties; I heard their debates, and the 
amusement of their social horus: I treasured up 

· their wit, and their sentiments on the various topics 
which they discussed in conversation. Respected as 
they were, it must, however, be acknowledged, that 
they did not escape the malignity of criticism. It 
was objected to Secundus, that he had no command 
of words, no flow of language; and to A per, that he· 
was indebted for his' fame, not to art or literature, 
but to the natural powers of a vigorous understand
ing. The truth is, the _style of the former was 
remarkable for its purity; concise, yet free and 
copious; and the latter was sufficiently versed in 
all branches of general erudition. It might be said 
of him, that he despised literature, not that be 
wanted it. He thought, perhaps, that by scorning 
the aid of letters, and by drawing altogether from 
hm own fund, his fame would stand on a more solid 
foundation. 

III. We went together to pay our visit to Mater· 
~. Upon entering his study, we found him with 
the tragedy, _which he bad read on the preceding 
day, lying before him. Secundus began: And are 
you then so little affected by the censure of malig-
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nant critics, as to persist in cherishing a tragedy 
which has given so much offence? Perhaps you are 
revising the piece. and, after retrenching certain 
passages, intend to send your Cato into the world, 
I will not say improved, but ce~inly les9 obooxi
ous. There lies the poem, said Maternus; you may, 
if you think proper, peruse it with all its imperfec
tions on its bead. If Cato has omitted any thing, 
Thyestes (a), at my next reading, shall atone for aB 
deficiencies. I have formed th~ fable of a tragE-dy on 
that subject: the plan is warm in my imagination, 
and. that I may give my whole time to it, I now am 
eager to dispatch an edition of Cato. Marcus A per 
interposed: And are you, indeed, so enamoured of 
your dramatic muse. as to renounce your oratorical 
character, and the honou,. of your profession. in 
order ~o sacrifice your time, I think it was lately to 
Medea, and now to Thyestes? Your friends in the 
mean time, expect your patronage; the colonies (b) 
invoke your aid, and the municipal cities invite you 
to the bar. And surely the weight of so many 
causes may be deemed -sufficient, without this new 
solicitude imposed upon you by Domitius (c) or 
Cato. And most you thus waste all your time, 
amusing yourself for ever with scenes of fictitious 
distress, and still labouring to add to the fables of 
Greece the incidents and characters of the Roman 
story? 

... 
IV. The sharpness of that reproof, replied Matel'oo 

nus, would, perhaps, have disconce~ted me, if, by 
frequent repetitiou, it had not lost its stiog. To dif· 
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fer on tbis subject is grown . familiar to us both. 
Poetry, it seems, is to expect no quarter; you wage 
an incessant war against the followers of that pleas· 
ing art; and I, who am charged with . deserting my 
clients, have yet every day the cause of poetry to 
defend. But we have now a fair opporttmity. and I 
embrace it with pleasure, since we have a person 
present, of ability to decide between us; a judge, 
who will either lay me under an injunction to write 
no more verses, or, as I rather hope, encourage me, 
by his authority, to renounce for ever the dry em
ployment of forensic causes (in which I have had 
DlY share of drudgery). ~hat I may, ·for the ·future, 
be at leisure to cultivate the sublime and sacred 
eloquence of the tragic muse. 

V. Secundus desired to be heard: I am aware, 
be said, that Aper may refuse me as an umpire. 
Before he states his objections, let me follow the 
example of all fair and upright judges, who, in par
ticular cases. when they feel a partiality for one of 
the contending parties, desire to be excused from 
bearing the cause. The . friendship anil habitual in
tercourse, which I have ever cultivated with Saleius 
Bassos (a), that excellent man, and no less excel
lent poet, are well known: and let me add, if poetry 
is to be arraigned. I k~ow DO client tbat can offer 
such handsome bribes. 

My business, repiled Aper, is not with Saleius 
Bassos: let him. and all of his description, who; 
without talents for the bar, devote their time to the 
muses, punue their favourite amusement without in-
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· terruption. But Maternus must not_ think to eecape 
in the crowd. I single him out from the rest, and 
since we are now before a competent judge, I call 
upon him to_answer bow it happens, that a man of 
his talents, formed by nature to reach the heights 
of manly eloquence, can think of renouncing a pro
fession, which not only senres to multiply friend
ahips, but to support them with reputation; a pro
fession, which enables us to conciliate the estf'em of 
foreign nations, and (if we regard our own interest) 
lays open the road to the first honours of the state; 
a profession, which, besides the celebrity that it 
gives within the walls of Rome, spreads an illue
trious name throughout the wide extent of the em
pire. 

If it be wisdom to make the ornament and hap
piness of life the end and aim of our actions, what 
can be more advisable than to embrace an art, by 
which we are enabled to protect oar friends; to 
defend the cause of strangers; and succour the dis
tressed? Nor is this all: the eminent orator is a ter
ror to his enemies: envy and malice tremble, while 
they hate him. Secure in his own strength, be 
knows bow to ward off every danger. His own 
genius is his protection; a perpetual guard, that 
watches him; an .invincible power, that shields him 
from his enemies. 

In the calm seasons of life, the true use of oratory 
consists in the assistance which it affords to our fel
low citizens. We then behold the triumph of elo
quence. Have we reason to be alarmed for our
selves? The sword and breast-plate are· not a beUer 
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defence in the heat of battle. It is at once a buckler 
to cover yourself (b), and a weapon to brandish 
against your enemy. Armed with this, you may 
appear with courage before the tribunals of justice, 
in the t~enate, and even in the preseoc~ of the 
prince. ·we lately saw (c) Eprius Marcellus ar
raigned before the fathers : in that moment, when 
the minds of the whole assembly were inftamed 
against him, what bad be to oppose to the vehe
mence of his enemies, but that nervous eloquence 
which be possessed in so eminent a degree? Col
lected in himself, and looking terror to his enemies, 
be was more than a m~tcb for Helvidius Prise us; a 
mao, no doubt, of consummate wi~dom, but with
out that ftow of eloqut'nce, which springs from prac
tice, and that skill in argument, which is necessary 
to manage a public debate. Such is the advantage 
of oratory: to enlarge ueoo it were superftuous. My 
friend Materous will not dispute the point 

VI. I proceed to the pleasure arising from the 
exercise of eloquence; a pleasure which does not 
consist in the mere sensation of the moment, but is 
felt through life, repeated every day, and almost 
every boor. For let me ask, to a man of an ingenu
. ous and liberal mind, who knows the relish of 

• elegant enjoyments, what can ·yield such true de-
light, as a concourse of· the most respectable cha
racters crowding to his levee? How must it enhance 
his pleasure, when he reftects, that th~ visit is not 
paid to him, because he is rir.h~ and wants an heir 
(a), or is in possession of a public office, but purely 

VOL VI. ]) 
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as a compliment to superior talents, a mark of 
respect to a great and accomplished orator! 1'he 
rich, who have no issue, and the men in high rank 
and power are his followers. Though he is still 
young, and probably destitute of fortune, all concur 
in paying their court to solacit his patronage for 
themselves, or to recommend their fl'iends to his · 
protection. In the most splendid fortune, in·aiJ the 
dignity and pride of power, is there any thing that 
can equal the heartfelt satisfaction of the able advo
cate, when he sees the most ilhlftrious citizens, men 
tespected for their years, and flourishing in the 
opinion of the public, yet paying their court to a 
rising g~oius, and, in the midst of wealth and gran
deur, fairly owning, that they still want something 
superior to all their possessions? 

What shall be said of the attendants, that follow 
the young orator from the bar, and watch his mo
tions to his own house? W ath what importance does 
be appear to the multitude! in ~he courts of judica
ture, with what veneration! When he rises to speak, 
the audience is hushed in mute attention; every eye 
is fixed on him alone; the cro\vd presses round him; 
he is master of their passions; they are swayed, im
pelled, directed, as be thinks proper. These are 
the fruits of eloquence, well known to all, and pal
pable to every common observer. 

There are other pleasures more refined and secret, 
. felt only by the initialed. When the orator, upon 
some great occasion, comes with a well-digested 
speech, conscious of his matter, and animated by 

. his subject, his breast· espands, and heaves with 
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emotions unfelt before. In his joy there is a · dignifJ 
suited to the weight and ~ergy of the composition 
which he bas prepared. Does he rise to hazard him
self {b) in a sudden deb~te? He is alarmed for him
eel_f. but in that very alarm there is a mingle or 
pleasure, which predominates, tiD distress itself be
comes delightful. The mind exults iD the prompt 
exertion of its powers, and even glories in its ras~ 
ness. The productions of genius, and those of the 
field hal"e this resemblance: many things are sown, 
and brought to maturity with toil and care: yet that, 
which grows from the wild vigour of nature, bas the 
most grateful ftavour. 

VII. .ts to myself, if I may allude to my own 
fet>lings, the day on wh1ch I put on the manly gow~ 
(G), and even the days that followed, when, as a n .. 
man at Roo~e, born in a city that did not favour my 
pretensions {b), I rose in succession ·to th~ offices of 
qurestor, tribune, and prretor; those days, .I say, d~ 
not awaken in my breast such exalted rapture. aa 
when, in the course of my profession, I was called 
forth, with such talents as have fallen to my share, 
to defend the accused; to argue a question of lal" 
before the centumviri c), or. in the presence pf_~ 
prince, to plead for his freedmen and the p~u~;a
tors appoioted by himself. Upon those ()CCUiops,I 
towered above all places of pl'ofit, and aU prefer
menh I looked down or. the dignities of tribune, 
_pnetor, and consul: I felt within myself, wh ~ t nei
ther the favour ef the great, nor the wills and cow
- {d) of the rich can give, . a vioour qf miqd, IJl 
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inward energy, that springs from no external cause, 
but is altogether your otm. 

Look through the circle of the fine arts, survey 
the whole compass of tbe sciences, and tell m~ in 
what branch can the professors acquire a name to 
vie with the celebrity of a great and powerful orator. 
His fame does not depend on the opinion of thinking 
men, who attend to business and watch the admi
nistration of affairs; he is applauded by the youth of 
Rome, at least by such of them as are of ·a well 
turned disposition, and hope to rise by honourable 
means. The eminent orator is the model which 
every parent recommenJs to his children. Even the 
common people {e) stand at gaze, as be passes by; 
they pronounce his name with pleasure, and point 
at him as the object of their admiration. The pro
vinces resound with his praise. The strangers, who 
arrive {rpm all parts, have heard of his genius; ~ 
wish to behold the man. and their curiosity is never 
at rest, till-they have seen his person, and perused 
bis countenance. 

VIII. I have already mentioned Eprius Marcellus 
, and Crispus Vibius {a). I cite living examples, in 

preference to the names of a formE'r day. Those 
two illustrious persons, I will be bold to say, are 
not less known in the remotest parts of the empire, 
than they are at Capua, or Vercellre (b), where, we 
are told, they both were born. And to what is their 
extensive fame to be attributed? Not surely to tbeir 
immoderate riches. Three hundred thousand ses
terces can not give the fame of genius. Their elo-
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quence may _'l?e said to have built up their fortunes; 
and~ indeed, such is the power, I might ~y the in
spiration, of eloquence, that in every age we have 
examples of men, who by their talents raised them
selves to the summit of their an1bition. 

But I wave all former instances. The two, whom 
I have mentioned~ are not recorded in history, nor' 
arc we to glean an imperfect knowledge of them 
from tradition; they are every day before our eyes. 
They have risen from low begiJ;mings; but the more 
abject their origin, and the more sordid the poverty, 
in which they set ou~ their success rises in propor
tion, and affords ·a striking proof of what I have ad
vanced; since it is apparent, that, without birth or 
fortune, neither of them recommended by his moral 

~ character, and one of them d~formed in his person, 
they have, n~twithstanding all disadvantages, made 
themselves for a series of years, the ftrst men in the 
state. They began their career in the forum, and, as 
long as they chose to pursue that road of ambition, 
they flourished in the highest reputation; they are 
now at tile head of the commonwealth, the minis.: 
· ters, who direct and govern, and so high i~ favour 
with the prince, that the respect, with which he re
ceil"es them, is little short of .veneration. 

The truth is, V espasian (c), now in the vale of 
years, but always open to the voice of truth, clearly 
sees that the rest of his favourites derive an their 
lustre from the favours, which his munificence has 
bestowed: but with Marcellus and Crispus the case 
is. different: ther carry into the cabinet, what no 

· prince can cive, and no subject cao receive.' Com-
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pared with the advantages which those men posse~ 
what are family-pictures, statues, busts, and titles 
of honour? They are things of a perishable nature, 
yet not " ·ithout their value. Marcellus and Vibius 
know how to estimate them~ as they do wealth and 
honours; and wealth and honours are advantages 
against which you will easily ·find men that declaim, 
but none that iu their hearts despise them. Hence it 
is, that in the houses of all who have distinguished 
themselves in the career of eloquence, we see titles, 
statues, and splendid ornaments, the reward of ta
lents, and, at all times, the decorations of the great 
and powerful orator. 

IX. Bnt to come to the point, from which we start
ed: poet11, to which my friend Matern us wishes to 

dedicate all his time. has none of these advantages. It 
confers no dignity. nor does it serve any useful pur
pose. It is attended with some pleasure, but it is the 
pleasure of a moment, sprin~ing from vain applause, 
and bringing with it no solid advantage. What I have 
eaid, and am going to add, may probably • my good 
friend Maternns, be unwelcome to your ear; and 
yet I must take the liberty to ask you, if Agamem
non (a) or Jason speaks in your piece with dignity 
of lan~~age •. what useful consequence follows from 
it? What client has been defended? Who confesses 
an obligation? In that whole audience, who returns 
to his o_wn bouse with a grateful heart? Our friend 
Saleius Bassos (b) is, beyond all question, a poet of 
eminence, or, to use a warmer expression, he bas 
the god within him: but who attends his levee? who 
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seeks his patronage, or follo\Vs in his train? Should 
he himself; or his intimate friend, or his near rela
tion, happen to be involved in a troublesome litiga
tion, what course do you imagine be would take? 
He would, most probably, apply to his friend, Se
cundus; or to you, Maternus; not because you are 
a poet; nor yet to obtaio a copy of· verses from you; 
of those be bas a sufficient stock at home, elegant, 
it mu~t be owned, and exquisite in the kind. Bu~ 

after all his labour and waste of genius, what is his 
reward? 

When, in the course of a year, after toiling day and 
night, he has brought a single poem to perfection, 
be is obliged to solicit his friends, and ·exert his 
joterest, in order to bring together an audience (c), 
so obliging as to hear a recital of the piece. Nor can 
this be done without .expense. A room. must be hir
ed, a stage or pulpit must be erected; benches must 
be arranged, and hand-bills distributed throughout 
the city. What if the reading succ~eds to the heigh~ 
of his wishes? Pass but a day or two, and the whole 
harvest of praise and admiration fades away, like a 
flower that withers in its bloom, and never ripens 
into fruit. By the event, however flattering, he gains 
no friend; he obtains no patronage, nor does a single 
person go away impressed with the idea of an obli
gation conferred upon him. The poet has been heard 
with applause; he has been received with acclama .. 
tions, and he has enjoyed a short-lived transport. 

Basaus, it is true, has lately receired from V es· 
pasian a present of fifty thousand sesterces. Upon 
that occasien, we all admired the generosity of the 
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prince. To deserve so distinguished a proof of the 
aovereign 's esteem is, no doubt, highly honourable; 
but is it not still more honourable, if your circum
stances require it, to sene yourself by your talents; 
to cultivatt: your genius, for your own advantage? 
and to owe every thing to your own industry, in
debted to the-bounty of no mao whatever? It must 
not be forgotten, that the poet, who would produce 
any thing truly excellent. in the kind. must bid fare
well to the conversation of his friends; he must re
nounce, not only the pleasures of Rome. but also 
the duties of social life; he must retire from the 
world; as. the poets says; " to sroves and grottos 
"every muse's son." 'In other wo•·ds, he must con· 
demn himself to a sequestered life in the gloom of 
solitude. ,· ~ 

X. 'fhe Jove of fame, it seems, is the passion that 
inspires the poet's genius: but even in this respect, 
is he so amply paid as to rival 'in any degree the 
professors of the persuasive arts? As to the indiffer
ent pt'et, meu leave him to bis _owo (a) mediocrity: 
the real genius moves in a narrow circle. Let there 
be a reading of a poem by the ablest master of his 
art; will the fame of his performance reach all quar
ters, I will not say of the empire-, but of Rome only? 
Among the strangers, who arrive from Spain, from 
Asia, or from Gaul, who inquires {b) after Saleius 
Bassos? Should it happen that there is one, who 

• thinks of him, his curiosity is soon satisfied: he 
passes oo, content with a transient view, as if he had 
seen a picture or a statue. 
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In what I have adnnced, let me not be misuader· 
stood: I do not mean to deter such as are not blessed 
with the gift of oratory, from the practice of their 
favourite art, if it serves to fill up their time, and 
gain a degree of reputation. I am an admirer of elo ... 
queace ( t); I hold it venerable, and even sacred, in 
all its shapes, and every mode of composition. The 
pathetic of tragedy, of which you, Maternus, are so 
great a master; rthe ~csty of the epic, the gaiety of 
the lyric muse; the wanton elegy, the keen iambic, 
and the pointed epigram; all have their charms; and 
eloquence, whatever may be the subject which she 
chooses to adorn, is with me the sublimest faculty, 
the queen of all the arts and sciences. But this, 
Ma.rnus, is no apology for you, whose conduct is 
sc- extraordinary, that, tboogh formed by nature to 
reach the summit of perfection (d), you choose to 
wander into devious paths, and rest coatented with 
an humble station in the vale beneath. 

Were you a native of Greece, where to exhibit 
in the public games (e) is an honourable employ· 
ment; and if the gods had bestowed upon you the 
force and sinew of the athletic Nicostratus (/); do 
you imagine that I could look tamely on, and see that 
amazing vigour waste itseH away in nothing better 
than the frivolous art of darting the javelin, or 
tbrowio~ the coit? To drop the allusion, I sum. · 

- moo you from the theatre and public recitals to the 
business of the forum, to the tribunals of justice, to 
scenes of rtal contention, to a conflict worthy of your · 
abilities. You can not decline the challenge, for you 
are left without an excuse. You can not say, widl a 
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number or others, that the profession of poetry is 
sali>.r than that of the public orator, since you have 
ventured in a tragedy written with spirit, to display 
the ardour <Jf a bold and towering g~nius. 

And for whom have you provoked so many 
em~mies? Not for a friend: that would have bad al
Je,·iating circumstances. ,. ou undertook the cause 
of t;ato. and for him committed yourself: You can not 
pl<'ad. by way of apology, the duty of an advocate, 
or the sudden effi1sion of sentiment in the heat and 
burry of an unpremeditated speech. Your plan was · 
settled • a great historical personage was your hero, 
and you chose him, because \\'hat falls from so di&
tin~tuishect a character. falls from a height that gives 
it a~ditional weight I am aware of your answer: yoa 
will 11ay, it was that very circumstance that ensured 
the success of your piece; the sentiments were re
ceived with sympathetic rapture: the room echoed 
with applause, and hence your fame throughout the 
city of Rome. Then let us hear no more of your 
Jove of quiet and a state of security: you have volun
tarily courted danger. For myself. I am content with 
controversies of a private nature, and the incidents 
of the present day. If hurried beyond the bmmds 
of prudence, I should happen, on any occasion, to 
grate the ears of men in power, the zeal of an ad
vocate, in the service of his client, will es.cuse the 
honest freedom of speech, and, perhaps, be deemed -
a proof of integrity. -

XI. A per went through his argument. according.· 
to Ius custom, with warmth and vehemence. He de-
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livered the whole with a pereanptory tone and an 
eager eye. As soon as he finished, I am prepared, 
aaid Maternus smiling, to exhibit a charge against 
the professors of oratory, which may, perhaps, coun
terbalance the praise 80 lavishly bestowed upon them 
by my friend. In the course of what he said, I was 
not surprised to see him going out of his way, to 
Jay poor poetry prostrate at his feet He has, indeed, 
shown some kindness to such as are not blesse..J with 
oratorical talents. He has passed an act of indulgence 
in their favour, and they, it seems, are allowt>d to 
pursue their favourite studies. For my part, I will 
not say, that I think myself wholly unqualified for 
the eloquence of the bar. It may be true, that I have 
some kind of talent for that profession • but the tragic 
muse affords superior pleasure. My first attempt 
was in the reign of N ea·o, in opposition to the extra
vagant claims of the prince (a) and in defiance of the 
domineering spirit of Vatiniu& (b), that pE'rnicious 
favourite, by whose coarse buffoonery the inoses 
were e\'ery day disgraced, I might say most impi
ously profaned. The portion of fame, whatever 
it be, that I have acquired since that time. is to be 
attributed, not to the speeches which I made in the 

· forum, but to the. power of dramatic -composition. I 
have, therefore~ .resolved to take my leave of the bar 
forever. The homage of visiters, the train of at
tendants. and the multitude of clients, which glitter 
80 much in the eyes of my friend, ha,·e no attractioa 
for me. I regard them as I do pictures, and busts, 
and statues of brass; things, which indeed are in my 
ftmily, but they came unlooked for, without my 
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1tir, or so much as a wish on my part In my bum
ble station, I find that iooocence is a better shield 
than oratory. For the last I shall have no occasion, 
unless I find it necessary, on SOBle future occasion~ 
to exert myself in the just defence of aa injured 
friend. 

XII. Bot woods, and groves (a), and solitary placea 
have not escaped the satirical vein of my friend. 
To me they afford sensations of a pure deliglJt. It 
is there I enjoy the pleasures of a poetic imagina
tion: and among those pleasures it is not the least. 
that they are pursued far from the noise and bustle 
of the world, without a client to besiege my doors, 
and not a criminal to distress me with the tears of 
aftliction. Free. from those distractions, the poet re
tires to scenes of solitude, where peace and innocence 
reside. In those haunts of contempla&ien, be'has bit 
pleasing visio08. Be treads on conaecra&ed .ground. 
It was there that eloquence first grew up, nd there 
she reared her temple. In those retreats She lint 
adorned herself with those graces, which have made 
mankind enamoured of her charms; and the11e 
ebe filled the hearts of the wise ancl good wjth joy 
and inspiretion. Oracles first spoke in woods and 
sacred groves. As to the species of oratory, which 
practises for lucre, or with views of ambition: that 
sanguinary eloquence (b) now so much in vogue; it 
is of modem growth, tbe offspring of corrupt man
ners, and degenerate times; or rather, as my friend 
At>er expressed it, it is a WEAPON in the hands of 
ill-designing men. 
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The earJy and more happy period of tile world, 
or as we poets call it, the golden age, was the rera 
ef true eloquence. Crimes and orators were then un
known. P.oetry spoke ia harmonious numbers, not tAl 
vamiah ewil deeds, but to praise the virtuous, and 
celebrate the friends of human kind. This was the 
poet's office. The inspired train enjoyed the highest 
laonoan; they held commerce with the gods; they 
partook of lJte ambroeial feast; they were .at once the 
messengers and interpreters of the supreme com
mand. They -ranked on earth with legislators, heroes 
and demigods. In that bright usembly we find DO 

orator, no pleader of causes. ·we read of Orpheus 
(c), ofLinus, and if we choose to mount still higher, 
we can add the name of Apollo himself. This may 
seem a 8ight of fancy. Aper will treat it as mere ro· 
mance, and fabulous bietory: but he wiD nol deny, . 
that the .veneration paid to Homer, with the consent 
of posterity, is at least equal to the bonoun obtained 
by Demosthenes. He must likewise ·admit, that the 
fame of .Sophocles and Euripides is not confined 
within narrower limite than that of Lysias ( tl) or 
BypericJea. To come home to our o.wn couutry, 
there are at this day,.more who dispute tbe .excel
lence ef Cicero lhan of Virgil. Among ·the orp.tions 
of Asiaius or Me888la {e), is there one that can vie · 
with the Medea of Ovid, or the Thyestes of Varius? 

XIII. If we now consider the happy condition of. 
the true poet, aDd that easy commerce in which he 
pusee his tUne, need we fear to compare his situa
tion with that of the boasted orator, who leads a life 
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of anxiety, oppressed by businefls, and overwhelme4 
with care? But it is said, his contention, his toil and 
danger are steps to ·the consulship. How much more 
eligible was the soft retreat in which Virgil (a) 
passed his days, loved by the prince, and honoured 
by the people? To prove this, the letters of A ugus
tus are still extant; and the people, we know, bear
ing in the theatre some verses of that divine poet 
(b), when· he himself was present, rose in a bodyt 
and paid him every mark of homage, with a degree 
of veneration nothing short of what they usually of
fered to the emperor. 

Even in our owo times, will any man say, that 
Secundus Pompon ius (c), in point of dignity or ex
tent of fame, is inferior to Domitius Afer (d)? But 
Vibius and Marcellus have been cited as bright ex
amples: and yet, in their elevation what is there to 
be co\·eted? Is it to be deemed an advantage to 
those ministers, that they are feared by numbers, 
and live in fear themselves? They are courted.for 
their favours, and the men, who obtained their suit, 
retire with .ingratitude, pleased with their success, 
yet hating· to be obliged. Can we suppose that the 
man is happy, who by his artifices has wriggled 
himself into favour, and yet is never thought by 
his master sufficiently pliant, nor by the peoj•le suf
ficiently free? And after all, what is the amount of 
all his boasted power? The emperor's freedmen have 
enjoyed the same. But as Virgil sweetly sings, me 
let the sacred muses lead to their soft retreats, their 
living fountains, and melodious groves, where I may 
dwell remote from care, master of myself, and uo-
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der no necessity of doing every day what !DY heart 
coudemns. Let me no more be seen at the wran
gling bar, a pale and anxious candidate for preca
rious fame; and Jet neither the tumult of visitert 
crowding to my levee, nor the eager haste of offi
cious freedmen, disturb my morning resl Let me 
Jive free from solicitude, a stranger to the art of 
promising legacies (e), in order to buy the friend
ship of the great; and when nature shall give the 
signal to retire, may I possess no more than may 
'be safely bequeathed to such friends as I shall think 
proper. At my funeral let no token of sorrow be 
_een, no pt>mpous mockery of wo. Crown (/) me 
with chaplt>ts; strew Oowers on my grave, and let 
my friends erect no vain memorial, to tell where 
rny remains are lodged. 

XIV. Maternus finished with an air of enthu
tiasm. that seemed to lift him above himself. In • that moment (a), Vipstanius Messala entered the 
room. Fa·om the attention that appeared in every 
countenance, he concluded that some im,lortaot 
business was the subject of debate. I am afraid, 
said he, that I break in upon you at an unseasona
ble time? You have some secret to discuss, or, 
perhaps, a consultation upon your bands. Far from 
it, replied Secundus; I wish you bad come soooe~ 
Yon would have had the pleasure ot hearing an 
eloquent discourse from our friend Aper, who bas 
been endeavouring to persuade Materous to dedi
cate all his time to the business of the bar, and to 
give the whole man to hiJ profession. The answer 
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of Maternus would hav~ entertained you: he bas 
been defending his art, and bot this moment cloeed 
an animated speech, that held more of the poetical 
lban the oratorical character. 

I abould have been happy, replied Messala, to 
have beard both my friends. It is, bowenr, aome 
compenaation for the loss, that I find men of their 
talents, instead of giving all their time to tbe little 
10btleties and knotty points of the forum, extend
ing their views to liberal science, and those ques
tiona of taste, which enlarge the mind, and furnish · 
it with ideas drawn from the treasures of polite 
enJdition. Inquiries of this kind afford improve
ment not only to those who enter into the discus
sion, but to all who have the happiness of being 
present at the debate. It is in consequence of this 
refined and elegant way of thinking, that you,. Se
cuodus, have gained so much applause, by the life 
of Julius A,iaticus (b), with which you have lately 
obliged the world. From that specimen we are 
taught to expect other productions of equal beauty 
from the same hand. In like manner, I see with 
pleasure. that our friend Aper loves to enliven his 
imagination with topics of cootroversy, and still 
Jays out his leisure in questions of the schools (c), 
not indeed, in imitation of the ancient orators, but 
in the true taste of our modem rhetoricians. 

XV. I am not surprised, returned Aper, at that 
stroke of raillery. It is not enough for Messala, that 
the oratory of ancient times engrosses all his admi
ration; he mutt have his ding ~t the moderns. Our 
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talents and our studies are sure to feel the aaiJiee of 
his pleasantry (a). I have often beard you, n1y friend 
Messala, in the same humour. According to you, 
the present age has not a single orator to boast of, 
though your own eloquence, and that of your bro
ther, are sufficient to refute the charge. But you a&
tert roundly, and maintain your proposition with aa 
air of confidence. You know how high you stand, 
and while in your general censure of the age you 
include yourself, the smallest tincture of malignity 
can not be supposed to mingle in a decision, which 
denies to your own genius, what by common con• 
sent is aUowed to be your undoubted right. 

I have as yet, replied Messala, seen no reason tG 
make me retract my opioioo; nor do I believe, that 
my two friends here, or even you yourself (though 
you sometimes affect a different tone), ~an seriously 
maintain the opposite doctrine. The decline of elo
quepce is too apparent The causes, which have con
tributed to it, merit a serious inquiry. I shall be 
obliged to you, my friends, for a fair solution of the 
question. I have often reflected upon the subject, but 
what seems to others a fuJI answer, with me serves 
only to increase the difficulty. What has happened 
at Rome, I perceive to have been the case iQ Greece. 
The modern orators of that country, such as the 
priest (b) Nicetes, and others, who, like him, stun 
the schools of Mytelene and Ephesus (c), are fallen 
to a greater distaoce from .2Eschynes and Demos
thenes, than Afer and Africanus (d), or, you, my 
friends, from Tully or Asinius Pollio. 

VOL. VI. )8 
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XVI. You have 'started an important question, 
said Secuodus, and who so able to discuss it as 
yourself? Your talents are equal to the difficulty; 
your acquisitions in literature are known to be ex
tensive, and yon have considered the subject I 
have no objection, replied Messala: my ideas are at 
your service, upon condition that, as I go on, you 
will assist me with the lights of your understand
ing. For two of us I can venture to answer, said 
Materous: whatever you omit; or rather, what you 
leave for us to glean after you, we shall be ready 
to add to your observations. As to our friend Aper, 
you have told us, that he is apt to dift'er from you 
upon this point, and even now I see him preparing 
to give battle. He will not tamely bear to see us 
joined in a ·league in favour of antiquity. 

Certainly· not, replied Aper, nor shall the present 
age, unheard and undefended, be degraded by a 
conspiracy. But before you sound . to arms, I wish 
to know, who are to be reckoned among the ancients? 
At what point of time (a) do you fix your favourite 
rera? When you talk to me of antiquity, I carry my 
view to the first ages of the world, and see before 
me Ulysses and Nestor, who flourished little less 
than (b). thirteen hundred years ago. Your retro
spect, it seems. goes no farther back than to De
mosthenes and Hyperidcs; men, who lived in the 
times of Philip and Alexander, and indeed sunived 
them both. The interval, between Demosthenes and 
the present age, is little more than (c) four hundred 
years; a space of time, which, with a view to the 
duration of human life, inay be called long; but 81 
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a portion of that immense tract er time which in
cludes the different ages of the world. it shrinks into 
nothing, and seems to be but yesterday. For if it be 
true, as Cicero says in his treatise cafled Horten .. 
sius, that the great and genuine year is that period in 
which the heavenly bodies revolve to the station, 
from which their course began; and if this grand 
rotation of the whole planetary system requires no 
Jess than twelve thousand nine hundred and fifty-four 
years (d) of our computation, it follows that De
mosthenes, your boasted ancient, becomes a modern 
and even our contemporary; nay, that be lived i11 the 
same year with ourselves; I had almost said, in the 
same month.(e). 

XVII. But I am in haste to pass to our Roman 
orators. Menenius Agrippa (a) may fairly be deemed 
an ancient. I take it, however, that he is not the per
eon, whom you mean to oppose to the professors of 
modern eloquence. The rera, which you have in view, 
is that of( b) Cicero and Cresar, of Crelius (c) and Cal
vus; of Brutus (d), Asinius and Messa.la. Those are 
the men, whom you place in the front of your line; but 
for what reason they are to be classed with the an
cients, and not, as I think they ought to be, with the 
moderns, I am still to learn. To begin with Cicero; 
he, according to the account of Tiro, his freedman, 
was put to death on the seventh of the ides of De
cember, du.-ing the consulship of Hirtius and Pansa 
(e), who, we know, were both cut off in the course of 
the year, and left their office vacant for Augustus and 
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Quintus Pedius. . Count from that time six-and-fifty 
years, to complete the reign of Augustus; three-and
twenty for that of Taberius, four for Caligula, eight
and-twenty for Claudius and Nero, one for Galba, 
Otho, and Vitellius, and finally six from the acces
sion of Vespasian to the present year of our felicity, 
we shall have from the death of Cicero a pct·iod of 
about (/} one hundred and twenty years, which 
may be considered as the term allotted to the life of 
man. I myself remember to have seen in Britain a 
soldier far advanced in years. who averred that he 
carried arms in that very battle (g), in which his 
countrymen fought to drive Julius Cresar back from 
their coast. If this veteran, who served in the defence 
of his country against Cresar's invasion, had been 
brought a prisoner to Rome; or, if his own incli
Dation, or any accident in the course of things, bad 
conducted him thither, he might have beard, not 
only Cesar and Cicero, but even ourselves 'in some 
of our public speeches. 

In the late public largess (h) you will acknowledge 
that you saw several old men, who assured; us that 
they had received more than once, the like distribu
tion from Augustus himself. If that be so, might 
DOt those persons have beard Corvin us ( i) and Asi· 
Diua? Corvinus, we all know, Jived through halftbe 
reign of Augustus: and Asinius almost to the end. 
Bow then are we tO ascertain the just boundaries of 
a century? They are not to be varied at pleasure, so as 
to place some orators in a remote, and others in a 
receot period, while people are still living, who 
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beard them all, and may therefore, with good rea
son rank them as contemporaries. 

XVID. From what I have said, I assume it as a 
clear position, that the glory, whatever it be, that ac
crued to the age in which those· orators lived, is not 
confined to that particular period, but reaches down 
to the present time, and may more properly be said 
to belong to us, than to Servius Galba (a), or to 
Carbo (b), and others of the same or more ancient 
date. Of that .whole race of orators, I may freely say, 
that their manner can not now be relished. Their 
language is coarse, and their composition rough, 
uncouth, and harsh; and yet yonr Calvus (c), your 
Crelius, and even your favourite Cicero, conde
scended to follow that inelegant style. It were to be 
wished that they bad not thought 'uch models worthy 
of imitation. I mean to speak my mind with freedom; 
but before I proceed, it will be necessary to make a 
preliminary observation, and it is this: eloquence has 
no settled form: at different times it puts on a new 
garb, and changes with the manners and the taste of 
the age. 'fbus we find, that Gracchns (d), compared 
with the elder Cato (e), is full and copious; but, in 
his tum., yields to Cras'sus (/), an orator more 
polished, more correct, and ftorid. Cicero rises su
perior to both; more animated, more harmonioue 
and sublime. He is followed by Coi'Tinus (g), who 
has all the softer graces; a sweet flexibility in his 
style, and a curious felicity in the choice of his 
words. Which was the greatest orator, is not the 
question. 
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The use I make of these examples, is to prove 
that eloquence does not always wear the same dress, 
but even among your celebrated ancients, has its 
different modes of persn~ion. And be it remem
bered, that what differs is not always the worst: Yet 
such is the malignity of the human mind, that what 
has the sanction of antiquity, is always admired; what 
is present, is sure to be condemned. Can we doubt 
that there have been critics, who were better pleased 
with Appius Crecus (h) than with Cato? Cicero had 
his adversaries (i): it was obj<>cted to him, that his 
style was redundant, turgid, never compressed, void 
of precision, and destitute of Attic elegance. We aD 
have read the letters of Calvus and Brutus to your 
famous orator. In the course of that correspondence 
we plainly see, what was Cicero's opinion of those 
eminent men. 'rhe former (k) appeared to him cold 
and langoid; the latter (l), disjointed, loose, and 
megligent. On the other hand, we know what they 
thought in return: Calvus did not hesitate to say, 
that Cicero was diffuse, luxuriant to a fault, and 
ftorid without vigour. lJrutus, in express terms, says, 
he was weakened into length, and .wanted sinew. If 

. you ask my opinion, each of them had reason on his 
t~ide. I shall hereafter examine them separately. My 
business, at present, is not in the detail, I speak of 
them in general terms. 

XIX. The ~ra of ancient oratory is, I think, ex
tended by its admirers no farther back than the 
time of Cassius Severns (a). He, they tell us, was 
the first, who dared to deviate from the plain and 
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simple style of his predecessors; I admit tbe fact. 
He departed from the established forms, not through 
want of genius, or of learning, but guided by his 
own good sense and superior judgment. He saw 
that the public ear was formed to a new manner; 
and eloquence he kne.w, was to find new approaches 
to the heart. In the early periods of the common
wealth, a rough unpolished ·people might well be 
satisfted with the tedious length of unskilful speeches, 
at a time, when to make an harangue, that took up 
the whole day, was the orator's highest praise. The 
proli~ exordium, wasting itself in feeble prepara
tion; the circums~antial narration, the ostentatious 
division of the argument under different heads, and 
the thousand proofs .and logical distinctions, with 
whatever else is coutained in the dry precepts of 
IIermagoras (b) and Apollodorus, were in .that rude 
period received with universal applause. To finish 
the picture, if your ancient orator could glean a lit
tle from the common places of philosophy, and in
terweave a few shreds and patches with the thread 
of his discourse, he was extolled to the very skies. 
Nor can this be matter of wonder: the maxims of 
the schools had not been divulged; they came with 
an air of novelty. Even among the orators them
selves, there were but few, who had any tincture of 
philosophy. Nor had they learned the rules of art 
from the teachers of eloquence. 

In the present age, the tenets of philosophy and 
the precepts of rhetoric are no longer a secret The 
lowest of our popular assemblies are now, I will not 
say fully instructed, but certainly acquainted with 
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the elements of literature. The orator, by conse
quence, finds himself obliged to seek new avenues 
to the heart, and new graces to embellish his diJ.. 
course. that he may oot offend .fastidious ean, espe
cially before a tribunal, where the judce is no longer 
bound by precedent, but determines according to 
his will and pleasure; not, as formerly, observing 
the measure of time allowed to the advocate, but 
taking upon himself to prescribe the limits. Nor is 
this all: the judge, at present, will not condescend 
to wait till the orator, in his own way, opens his 
case; but. of his own authority, reminds him of the 
point in question, and if he wanders, calls him back 
from his digression, not without a hint, that the 
court wishes to dispatch. 

XX. Who, at this time, would bear .to hear an 
advocate introducing himself with a tedious preface 
about the infirmities of his constitution? Yet that is 
the threadbare exordium of Corvin us. We have five 
books against Verres (a). Who can endure that vast 
redundance? Who can listen to those endless argu
ments upon points of form, and cavilling exceptions 
(b), which we find in the orations of the same cele
brated advocate for Marcus Tullius (c) and Aulus 
Crecina? Our modern judges are able to anticipate 
the argument. Their quickness goes before the 
speaker. If not struck with the vivacity of his man
ner, the elegance of his sentiments, and the glowing 
colours of his descriptions, they soon grow weary 
of the ftat insipid discourse. E,·en in the lowest 
class of life, there ia now-a relish for rich and apleo· 
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did ornament. Their taste requires the gay, the 
dOrid, and the brilliant. The unpolished style of 
antiquity would now succeed as ill at the bar, as 
the modern actor, who should attempt to copy the 
deportment of Roscius (d) or· Ambivius Turpio. 
Even . the young men who are preparing for the 
eareer of eloquence, and, for that purpose, attend 
the forum and the tribunals of justice, have now a 
nice discriminating ·taste. They expect to have their 
imaginations pleased. They wish to carry home 
eome bright illustration, some splendid passage, that 
desenres to be remembered. What has struck their 
fancy they communicate to each other; and in their 
letters, the glittering thought, given with senten
tious. brevity; the poetical allusion, that enlivened 
the discoune, and the dazzling imagery, are sure 
to be traDSJDitted to their respective colonies and 
provinces. The ornaments of poetic diction are now 
required, not, indeed, copied from the rude obsolete 
style of Accius (e) and Pacuvius, but embellished 
with the graces of Horace, Virgil, and (/)Lucan. 
The public judgment has raised a demand for har
monious periods, and, in compliance with the taste 
of the age, our oratoES grow every day more polished 
end adorned. Let it not be said, that what we gain 
.in refinement, we lose in strenglf:a. Are the temples, 
raised by our modem architects, of .a weaker struc· 
ture, because they are not formed with sbapelea 
stones, but with the magnificence of polished mar
ble, and decorations of the richest gilding? 

XXI. ShaJl I fairly own ·to you the imprenio,a 
VOL 'fl. l. 
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which I generally receive from the aneietrt oratora? 
They make me laugb, or lull me to sleep. Nor i8 
this the . case only, wtlen I read the oratiooe of 
Canutus (a), Arrius, Fumius, Tonoius aDd otben 
of the same schooi, or rather the same infinna17 
(b): an emaciated, sickly race of orators; witboat 
li~~ew, colour, or proportion. But what shall be 
IBid of your admired Calf us ( c 1? He, I think, hu 
Jeft .no less than . one and twenty volumes: in the 
whole collection, tbere is not more than one or twe 
abort orations, that caa pretend to perfection in the 
kind. Upon tbis point there is no difference of op~ 
»ion. Wbo now reads hie declamatiou agaioat 
Asilius or Drusus? Ilia speeches against VatiDiu. 
are in the hands of &he curiou~ particolarly tbe 
leCOOd, which must be allowed to be a IIUIIterpiece, 

The language is elegant; the sf'tltiareota are etrikill@t 
and the ear is aatisfied with the rotmdneas of die 
periods. In this specimen we see that he bad a 
idea of just composatioo, but his geoius was DOt 

equal to bis judgment. The oratioos • C:elias, 
though upon the whole defective, are not without 
their beauties. Some passages are highly bisbe& 
In those we acknowledge the .nice touches of mo
dern elegance. In general, however, tbe coarse eK· 

preBSion, the halting period, and tbe vulgarity of 
tbe sentiments, have too much Clf die leaven of an
tiquity. 

If Crelius l d) is still admired, it is .Jaot, I belieote, 
in any of those parts tbal bear the mark of a rude 
illiterate age. With regard to Julius Cesar (e), en
gaged aa be was in projects of vut .-bitioo, we 
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1D8f forgive him the want of that perfection wb.ica 
Dllgbt otherwise be expected from so soblime a 
poios. Brutus, ia.like manner, may be &xcused oli: 
aceooAt of bis pbilotuphical speculations. Both he 
and Creaar, in 'their oratorical attempts, fell short of 
~selves. Their warmest admirers acknewledge 
tile fad, nor is there an inssance to the contrary, 
•nless we except Cesar's speech for Decius the 
Sameite (/), and that of Brutus for kiog (g) Dejo
tarus. But are those perfurmances,-and so10e othenr 
•f the same lukt>waro1 · temper, to be received aa 
works of genius? He wilo aclmil'ea those prodoc
tiolls, may be left t& admire their verses also. · For 
Yenes they both made, and sent them into the wnrid, 
I wiU not say, with more success tban Cicero, bat 
~tainly more to their advantage, for t~eir poet~ 
t.ad &he good fortune to be liUie known • 

.Asinius lived near our own times(/&). Be aeema 
&o have studied io the old se~ool of Meneniua ud 
Appitl8. Ht> composed tragedies as well ae orations; 
lMat ia a atyle so harsh and rugged, that oae •out.l 
dUk him· the .Aiaciple of Accius aud Paeuviu& He 
mistook the nature of eloquence, which may thea 
be said to have attained its true bewty, wheu. the 
parts unite with smoothness, strength, and propcw• 
tiea. As in the human body the 1'eias should DOt 
tweU too trigh, nor the bones and sinews appear toa 
prominent; but its form is thea most graceful, wbea 
a pUFe aaa temperate blood gives animation (i) tu 

the ~le frame • when tile muselea have thir. pi'OP 
per play, awt the colour of health is diflbsed ower 
the several parts. I am not willing to disturb the 
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memory of Coninus Messala (k). If he did DOt 
reach the graces of modern composition, the defect 
does not seem to have · sprung from choice. The 
vigour of his genius was not equal to his judgment.. 

XXD. I now proceed to Cicero, who we find, 
had often upon his hands the very controversy, that 
engages us at present. R was the fashion with hia 
contemporaries to admire the ancients, while he, on. 
the contrary, contended for the eloquence of hil 
own time. Were I to mention the quality that 
placed him at the head of his rivals I should say 
it was the solidity of his judgment It was he that 
first showed a taste for polished and graceful ora
tory. He wu happy in his choice of words, and he 
had the art of giving weight and harmony . to his 
compo~ition. We find in many passages a warm 
imagination, and luminous sentences. In his later 

, epeeches, he has lively . sallies of wit and fancy. Ex
_perience bad then matured his judgment, and after 
long practice, he found the true oratorical style. In 
his earlier productions we see the rough cast of an
tiquity. The exordium is tedious; the narration is 
drawn into length; luxuriant passages are not re
touched with care; be is not easily aftected, and be 
rarely takes fire; his sentiments are not always hap; 
pily expressed ( tJ ), nor are the periods closed with 
energy. There is nothing so highly finished, as to 
tempt you to avail yourself of a borrowed beauty. 
In short, his speeches are like a rude building, 
which is strong and durable, but wants that grace . 
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alld consonance of parts which gives symmetry and 
perfection to the whole. 

In oratory, as in architecture, I require ornament 
as well as use. From the man of ample fortune, who 
undertakes to build, we expect elegance and pro
portion. It is not enough that his house will keep out 
the wind and the rain; it most strike the eye, and pre-
sent a pleasing object. Nor will it suffice that the fur
niture may answer aD domestic purposes; it should 
be rich, fashiona'>le, elegant; it should have gold and 
gems so curiously wrought; that they will bear ex-. 
amination, often viewed, and always admired. The 
eommon ·utensils, which are either mean or sordid, 
should be carefuDy removed out of sight. In like man
aer' the true orator should avoid the trite and vulgar. 
Let him reject the antiquated phrase, and whatever is 
covered with the rust of time; let bis sentiments be 
expressed with spirit, not in careless, ill~onstrocted, 
languid periods, like a dull writer of annals; let him 
banish lo~ scurrility, and, in short, let him know . 
how to diversify his style, that be may not fatigue 
the ea~ with a monotony, ending forever with the 
same unvaried cadence (b). 

XXm. I shall say nothing of the false wit, and 
insipid play upon words, which ·we find in Cicero's 
orations. His pleasant conceits about the uiMel,of 
furtuM (a), and the arch raillery on the equivocal 
meaning of the word VER:Us (b), do not merit a 
moment's attention. I omit the perpetual recurrence 
of the phrase, ESSE VIDEATUR (c), which chimes 
in our ean at the close of so many sentences, sound-

Digitized by Goog I e 



118 A DIALOGUE 

iog big, but signifying nothing. Thne are petfJ' 
bl~nushes; I mention them witll reluetanee. I aay 
nothing of other defects equally improper: and yet 
those very defects are the dt-ligbt of SIICh as aftect 
to call thE-mselves ancitont orators. I need not ~ 
them out by name: the men are sulieieotJy kaowa; 
it is enough to allude, in general terms, to the whole 
olass. 

We all are sensible that there is a set of critica 
now existing, who.prefer Luciliuald) to Bora~ 
and Lucretius (e) to Virg•h who despise- &he elo
quence of Aufidius Busus (/) and Servilius No
nianus. and yet admire Varro and {g) Siseooa. Dr 
thet~e preteaders to taste~ the works of our nli8liem 
rhetoricians are thrown by witb n~lec4 and evea 

· fastJdious disdain: while those of Catvus are he~ in 
the highest esteem. We see these men prosing ia 
their ancient style before the judge&; but we see 
them left witboot aa audience, deserted by the peo
ple, and hardly endured by their client& The truta 
is. aheir cold and spiritless maooer bas oo attrac-
tion. They call it sound oratory, but it is want of 
vigour; l;ke that precarious s&ate of health wbica 
weak constitutions preserve by abstinence. What 
physician wiD pronounce that a strong habit of 
body, which requires con~tant care and ansiety of 
miod? To say barely, that we are not ill, is sureiJ 
not enough. True health coosists in v.igoiU', a g•oe
mus warmth, and, a certain aJacriiJ io the whole, 

frame. . ·He, who is only not indisposed, is little cJ.ie-, 
taut from actual ilmess. 

Witllyou, IP)' frieDds, tlae caae. ia ddfereat: ~ 
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ceed, as you well cao, and in fact, as you do, to 
adom our age with aU the grace and splendour of 
true oratory. It is with pleasur~,.Messala, that I see 
you selecting fer imitation the liveliest models of 
tbe aacient school. l' ou too. Matern us, aod you. my 
Criend, Secoadus (h), you both possess the happy 
art of adding to weight of sentiment all the dignity 
oflaoguage. To a copious invention you unite the 
judgment that knows how to distinguish the specific 
fiUatities of different authors. The beauty of order 
is yoors. When, the occasion demands it, you caa 
espalld aad amplify with strength and majes~y; and 
you know when to be concise with energy. Your 
periods flow with ease, and your composition has 
every grace af style and sentiment. You command 
the passions with resistless sway, while in your
selves you beget a temperance so truly dignified, 
that, though, perhaps, envy and the malignity uf the 
times .may be unwilling to proclaim your merit, pos• 
terity will do you ample jostice (i). 

XXIV. As soon as A.per concluded, You see, 
aid Maternus, the zeal and ardour of onr friend: 
ia ,lite ca01e ef the modems, what a torrent of elo
fJUeDCe! agaiast the ancients, what a fund of in vee- ' 
tive! With great spirit, and a vast compasa of 1earn
iog, he has employed against his masters the arts, 
for wbidt he ia indebted to them. Aod yet aB this 
Jebemence most not deter you, Meuala, from the 
performance of J'OUr promise. A formal -defence ol 
the ancienta, ia by no means neceasary. We do not 
p1'8181De te ne with dlat iU•trious race. We have 
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been praised by Aper, but we know our inferiority. 
He himself is ·aware of it, though, in imitation of 
the ancient mauoer (a), be hu thought proper, for 
the sake of a philosophical debate, to take the wroag 
aide of the question. In answer to his argument, we 
do not desire you to expatiate in praise of the an
cients: their fame wauts no addition. What we re
quest is, an investigation of the causes which have 
produced eo rapid a decline from the flourishing 
state of genuine eloquence. I call it rapid, since, ac> 

cording to Aper's own chronology~ the period from 
the death of . Cicero does not exceed one huadred 
and twenty years (b). 

XXV. I am willing, said Messala, to punue the 
plan which yo~ have recommended. The question, 
whether the men, who flourished above one hundred 
yean ago, are to be accounted ancients, bu beea 
started by my friend Aper, and, I believe, it is of 
the fint impression. But it is a mere dispute about 
words. The discussion of it is of no moment, pro
l'ided ·it be granted, whether we call them ancients 
or our predecessors, or give them any other appel
lation, that the eloquence of those times waaauperior 
to that of the present age. When Aper teU. us, that 
dift'erent periods of time produced new modes or 
oratory, I see nothing to object; nor shall I deny 
that in one aud the same period the style and man-

' Ders have greatll varied. Bot this I 881ume, tbat 
among the orators of Greece, Demostbeoea holds 
the first rank, and after him (a) Eschynes, Hype
rides, Lysiu, and Lycurgus, in regular aucc:aaioD. 
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That age, by common consent, is allowed· to be the 
8ourisbing period of Attic eloquence. 

In like manner, Cicero stands at the bead of our 
&man orators, while Calvus, Asinias, and Cresar, 
Crelius, and Brutus, follow him at a distance; all of 
them superior, not only to every former age, but to 
the whole race that came after them. Nor i$ it mate
rial that they differ in the mode, since they all agree 
in the kind. Calvus is clc>se and ne"ous; Asinius 
more open and harmonious; Cresar (b) is distin
!'lished by the splendour of his diction; Crelius by 
a caustic severity; and ·gravity is the characteristic of 
Brutus. Cicero is more luxuriant in amplification, 
and be bas strength and vehemence. They all, how-· 
ever, agree in this: their eloquence is manly, sound, 
and vigorous. Examine their works, and you wiD 
see the energy of congenial minds, a family-likeness 
in their genius, however it may take ~ distinct co
Jour from the specific qualities of the men. True, 
they detracted from each other's merit. In their 
letters, which are still extant, we find some strokes 
of mutual hostility. But this littleness does not im
peach their eloquence: their jealousy was the in
firmity of human nature. Calvus, Asinius, and 
Cicero might have their fits of animosity, aod, oo 
doultt, were liable to envy, malice, and other de
grading passions: they were great orators, but they 
were men. 

· Brutus is the only one of the set, who may be 
. thought superior to petty contentions. He spoke his 
mind with freedom, and, I believe, without a tinc
ture of malice. He did not envy Ceaar himself, and 

'fOL. Vt. 16 

Digitized by Goog I e 



114 A DIALOGUE 

can it be imagined that be envied Cicero? As to 
Galba (c), La!lius, and othf'l"& of a remote period, 
~ainst whom we have heard Aper's declamation, I 
need not undertake their defence, sil"'ce I am willing 
to acknowledge, that in their style and manner we 
perceive those defects and bl~mishee, which it is 
Datural to exptct. while art, as yet in its infancy, baa 
made no advances towa'rds perfection. 

XXVI. After all, if the best fonn of eloqu~nce 
most be abandooe~, and some new-fangled styl~ 

must grow into fashion. give me the rapidity of 
Gracchus (a), or the more solemn manner of Cras
eus (b), with all their imperfections, ratl1er than the 
eft'eminate delicacy of (c) Mrecenas, or the tinkling 
cymbal r d) of Gallio. The most homely dress it 
preferable to gaudy colours and meretricious orna
ments. The style in vogue at present, is an innova
tion against ~vE'ry thing just and natural: it is not 
e\·en manly. The luxuriant phrase. the inanity of 
tuneful periods. and the wanton levity of the whole 
composition, are fit for nothing but the histrionic art, 
as if they were written for the stage. To the dis
grace of the age (however astonishing it may ap
pear) it is the boa~t. the pride, the glory of our pre
sent orators, that their periods are musical enough 
either for the dancer's heel (e), or the warbler's 
throat. Hence it is. that by a frequf'nt, but prepos
terous, metaphor, the orator is said to speak in 
melodious ,cadence, and the dancer to move with 
expression. In this view of thinga.. even (/) Cassius 
Severns (the only modern whom .Aper hu venturecl 
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.., name), if we compare him wilh the race that fOl· 
lowed, may be fairly pronounced a legitimate orator, 
though it must be acknowledged, that in what re
mains of his compeaition, he is clumsy without 
•trengtb, and violent without spirit. He was the 
first that deviated from the great mastet'S of his art 
.He despised all metbod and regular arrangement; in
delicate in his choice of words, he paid no regard to 
decency; eager to attack, he left himself unguarded; 
~e brandished his weapons without skill or address; 
and, to speak plainly, he wrangled, but did not argue • 
.And yet, no:withstanding these defects. he was, u 
I have all'eldy said. superior to an that came after 
him, whether we regard the variety of his learr•ing, 
the urbanity of his wit, or the vigour of his mind. I 

·expected that Aper, after naming this orator, wont• 
have drawn up the rest of his forces in regular order. 
Be bas fallen, indeed, upon Asioius, Crelius, and 
Calvus; but where are his champions to enter the 
lists with them? I imagined that he had a phalanx 
in reserve~ an.d that we should have seen them man 
by man giving battle to Cicero, Cresar, and the rest 
ill succession. He bas singled out some of the 
ancients, but has brought none of his moderns into 
the field. He tl~ught it enough to give them a 
good character in their absence. In this, perhaps, he 
acted with prudence: he was afraid. if he selected a 
few, that the rest of the tribe would take offence. 
For among the rhetoricians of the present day, ia 
there one to be found, who does not, in his own 
Gpinion, tower above Cicero, though he bas the 
modesty to 7ield to Gabioianus (g)? 
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XXVU. What Aper has omitted, I intend to 
perform. I shall produce his moderns by name, to 
the end that, by placing the eDIDple before our 
eyes, we may be able more distinctly to trace the 
steps by which the vip;our of ancient eloquence baa 
fallen to decay. Maternus intelTupted him. I wish, 
be said, that you would come at once to the point: 
we claim your promise. The auperiority of the an
cients is not in question. We want ao proof of it. 
Upon that point my opinion is decided. But the 
causes of our rapid decline from ancient excellence 
remain to be unfolded. We know that you have 
turned your thoughts to this subject, ,.and we ex
pected from you a calm diBquisition, had not the 
violent attack which Aper made upon your favour
ite orators, roused your spirit, and perhaps, givea 
you some offence. Far from it, replied Messala; he 
has given me no offence; nor must you, my friends, 
take umbrage, if at any time a word should faR 
from me. not quite agreeable to your way of think
ing. We are engaged in a free inquiry, and you 
know, that, in this kind of debate, the established 
law allows every man to speak his mind without 
rese"e. That is the law, replied Maternus; you 
may proceed in perfect security. When you speak 
of the ancients, speak of them with ancient free-
dom, which, I fear, is at a lower ebb than even the 
genius of those eminent men • 

.XXVm. Messala resumed his discourse: The 
causes of the decay of eloquence are by no means 
dilicul& to be traced. They are, I believe, well 
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known to you, Maternus, and also to Secundus, not 
excepting my friend Aper. It seems, however, that 
I am now, at your request, to unravel the business. 
But there is no mystery in it. We know that elo
quence, with the rest of the polite arts, has lost its 
former lustre: and yet, it is not a dearth of men, or 
a decay of talents, that bas produced this fatal effect. 
The true causes are, the dissipation of our young 
men, the inattention of parents, the ignorance of 
those who pretend to give instruction, and the total 
neglect of ancient discipline. The mischief began at 
Rome, it ba's overrun all Italy, and is now, with 
rapid strides, spreading through the provinces. The 
effects, however, are more visible at home, and, 
therefore, I shall confine myself to the reigning 
-rices of the capital; vices that wither every virtue 
in the bud, and continue their baleful inft.uence 
through every season of life. 

But before I enter on the subject, it will not be 
useless to look back to the system of education that 
prevailed in former times, and to the strict discipline 
of our ancestors, in a point of 10 much moment as 
the formation of youth. In the times to which I now 
refer, the son of every family was the legitimate off
spring of a virtuous mother. The infant, as soon as 
born, was not consigned to the mean dweUing of a 
hireling nurse (a), but was reared and cherished in 
the boeom of a tender parent. To regulate all bouae
bold affairs, and attend to her infant race, was, at 
that time, the glory of the female character. A ma
tron, related to the family, and distinguished by the 

. purity of her life, was chosen to watch the progress 
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of the tender mind. In her presence not one iodeoo 
cent word was uttered; nothmg was done agamst 
propriety and. good manners. The hours of study 
and serious employment were -settled by her direc
tion ; and not only so, but even the diversions of the 
children were conducted with modest reserve and 
nnctity of manners. Thus it was that Cornelia (b), 
the mother of the Gracchl, supermtended the edu
cation of her illustrious issue. It was thus that Au
relia lc) trained up Julius Cresar; and thus, Atia (d) 
formed the mind of Augustus. The ~onsequeoce of 
this regular discipline was, that the young mind 
grew up in innocence, unstained by vice, ·unwarped 
by irregular passions, and under that culture, re
ceived the seeds of science. Whatever was the ~ 
culiar bias, whether to tbe military art, the study of 
the Jaws, Qr the profession of eloquence, that eo
grossed the whole attention, and the youth, thus di
rected, embraced the entire coQlpass of one favour
ite science. 

· XXIX. In the present age, what is our practice? 
· The infant is committed to a Greek chambermaid, 
and a slave or two, chosen for the purpose, geoeraUy 
the worst of the whole household train; all utter 
atraogers to every liberal notion. In that worshipful 
society (a) the youth grows up, imbibing folly and 
wlgar error. Throughout the house, not one,ser
vaot cares what be says or does (b) in the presence 
of his young master: and indeed bow should it be 
otherwise? The parents themselves are the first to 
give their children the worst examples of vice and 

o;9;t;zed bv Google 

\ 



CONCERNING OJlATOJlY. )Jf 

luxury. The strtpling consequently loses all sense 
of shame, and soon forgets the respE>Cl he owes to 
others as well as to himself. A passi<ln for horses, 
players and gladiators (c) seems to be the epidemic 
folly of the ti01es. The child receives it in his m~ 
ther's womb; he brings it with him into the world; 
and in a mind so possessed, what rnom for science, 
or any generous purpose? 
· In our houses, at our tables, sports and interludes 
are the top1cs of conversation. Enter the places of 
academicallectpres, and who talks of any other sub
ject? The preceptors themselves have caught the 
contagion. Nor can this be wondered at. To esta
blish a strict and rf'gular .discipline, and to succeed 
by giving proofs of their genius, is not the plan of 
our modern rhetorician& They pay their court.to 
the great, and, by se"ile adulation, increase tbe 
Dumber 'oftheir pupils. Need I mention the man
ner of conveying the first elements of school learn
ing? No care is taken to give the student a taste for 
the best authors (d); the page of history lies ne
glected; the study of men and manners is no part 
of their system; and every branch of useful know
ledge is left uncultivated. A preceptor is called in,. 
and education is then thought to be in a fair way. 
But I shall -have occasion hereafter to speak more 
Cully of that class of men, called rhetoricians. It wiU 
then be seen, at what period that profession ftrst 
made its appearance at Rome, and what reception 
it met with from our ancestors. 

XXX. Before I proceed, let us advert for a mo. 

Digitized by Goog I e 



· 1!0 A DIALOQllE 

ment to the plan of ancient discipline. The unwea
ried diligence of the ancient orators, their habits or 
meditation, and, their daily exercise in the whole 
circle of arts and sciences, are amply displayed in 
the books which they have transmitted to us. The 
treatise of Cicero, entitled Brutus (a), is in all our 
hands. In that work, after commemorating the ora
tors ·of a former day, be closes the account with the 
particulars of his own progress in science, and the 
method he took in educating himself to the profes
aion of oratory. He studied the civill~w under (b) 
Mucius Screvola; he was instructed in the various 
systems of philosophy, by Philo (c) of the academic 
school, and by Diodorus the stoic; and though 
Rome, at that time abounded with the ~t profes
sors, be made a voyage to Greece (d), and thence 
to Asia, in order to enrich his mind with every 
branch of learning. Hence that store of knowledge 
which. appears in aU his writings. Geometry, music, 
grammar, and every useful art were familiar ·to him. 
He embraced the whole science of logic (e) and 
ethics. He studied the operations of nature. His 
diligence of inquiry opened to him the long chain 
of causes aftd effects, and, in short, the whole sys
tem of physiology was his own. From a mind thus 
replenished, it is no wonder, my good friends, that 
we see in the compositions of that extraordinary 
man that afftuence of ideas, and that prodigious 
dow of elc)quence. In fact, it is not with oratory as 
with the other arts, which are confined to certain 
objects, and circumscribed within their own pecu
liar limits. He alone deserves the name of an orator, 
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·who can speak in a copious style, with ease or dig
nity, as· the subject requires; who can find language 
to decorate his argument; who through the passions 
can command the understanding; and, while be 
serves mankind, knows how to .delight . the judg
ment and the imagination of his audience. 

XXXI. Such was, in ancient times, the idea of an 
orator. To form that illustrious character, it was 
not thought necessary .to declaim in the schools of 
rhetoricians (a), or to make a vain parade in fictitious 
controversies, which were not only void of all rea~, 
but even of a shadow of probability. Our ancestors 
pursued a different plan: they_ stored their minds 
with just ideas of moral good and evil; with th& 
rules of right and wrong, and the fair aad foul in 
human transactions. These, o~ every · controverted 
point,· are the orator's province. In courts of law, 
just and unjust undergo his discussion; in political 
debate, between what is expedient and honourable, 
it is his to draw the line; and those questions arc so 
blended in their nature, that they enter inte every 
cause. . On such important topics, who can hope to 
bring variety of matter, and to dignify that matter 
with style and sentiment, if he has not, before hand, 
enlarged his mind with the knowledge of human 
nature? with the laws of moral obligation? the defor
mity of vice, the beauty of virtue? and other points 

. which .do not immediately belong to the theory of 
ethics? 

The orator, who has enriched his mind with these 
materials, may. be truly said to have acquired the 
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powers of persuasion. He who knows the nature of 
indignation, will.be able to kindle or allay that pu
sion in the breast• of the judge; and the advocate, 
who has considered the effect of compassion. and 
from what secret springs ·it flows, wiD beat lmow 
bow to soften the mind, and m.elt it into tenderness. 
It is by these secrets of his art that the orator ~ns 
his influence. Whether be has to do with the pre
judiced. the angry, the envious, the melancholy. or 
the timid, be can bridle their· various passions, and 
hold the Teins in his owu hand. According to the 
dieposition of his audience, he will know whea to 
check the workings of the heart, and when to raile 
them to their full tumult of emotion. 

Some cr;tics are chiefly pleased with that dose 
mode of oratory, which in a laconic manner states 
the facts, and fom~s an immediate conclusion: io 
that case, it is obvious how necessary it is to be a 
complete master of the rules of logic. Othen de
light in a more open, free, aod copious style, where 
the arguments are drawn from topics of general 
knowledge; for this purpose, the peripatetic sebool 
(b) will supply the orator with ample mateJials. The 
academic philosopher (c) will inspire him with 
warmth and energy; Plato will give the sublime, 
and Zenophon that equal flow which charms us in 
that amiable writer. The rhetorical figure, which is 
called exclamation, so frequent with Epicuros (d) 
and Metrodorus, will add to a disceurse those sud
den breaks of passion, which give motion, strength, 
and vehemence. 

It is not for the stoic tcbool, nor for their ima-
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giaary wise man, that I am laying down rules. I 
am forming an orator, whose business it is, not to 
adhere to one sect, but to go tbe round of all the 
arts aad sciences. Accordingly we fiud, that the 
great masters of ancient eloq_!Jence laid th~ir founda
tion in • thorough study of the civil law, and tG 
that fund they added-grammar, music, and geome
try. Tbe fact is, in most of the causes that occur, 
perbape m every cause, a due knowledge of the 
whole system of jurisprudence is an indispensable 
requisite. There are likewise n1any subjects.ofliti
gation, in which an acquaintance with other sciences 
is of the highest use. .. · 

XXXII. Am I to be told, that to gain some slight 
information on particular subjects, as occasion may 
require, will su8iciendy aoswer the purposes of aa 

orator? In .answer to this, let it be observed, that 
the application of what we draw from our own fund, 
is very diJfereot from tbe ulle we make of what we 
bon"'w. Whether we speak. from digested know
ledge, or the mere suggestion of others, the eJfect 
is BOOn perceived. Add to this, that con1lux of ideas 
with whieh the diJferent sciences enrich the mind, 
gives an air of dignity to whatever we say, even in 
cases where that depth of knowledge is not requir
ed. Science adorH the speaker at all .times, and, 
where it is least expected, confers a grace that 
ebanos every hearer, the man of erudition feels it, 
and the unlettered part of the audience acknowledge 
the el'ect, without knowing the cause. A munnur 
of applause ensues; tbe speaker is allowed to have 
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laid in a store of knowledge; be poesesees all the 
powers of pcrsuasion1 and then ia caHed an orator 
indeed. 

I take the liberty to add, if we aspire to that ho
nourable appellation, that there is no. way but that 
which I have chalked out. No man was e11er yet a 
complete orator, 'and, I affirm, never can be, unless, 
like the soldier marching to the field of battle, be 
enters the forum armed at all points with the sciences 
and the liberal arts. Is that the case in these our 
modern times? The style which we bear every day,. 
abounds with colloquial barbarisms, and vulgar 
phraseology: no knowledge of the laws is beard; 
our municipal policy is wholly neglected, and even 
the decrees of the senate are treated with contempt 
and derision. Moral philosophy is discarded, and 
the maxims of andentwisdom are unworthy of their 
notice. In this manner, eloquence is dethroned; sbe 
is banished from her riglitfnl dominions, and oblig
ed to dwell in the cold regions of antithesis, forced 
conceit, and pointed sentences. The consequence 
is, that she, who was once the sovereign mistress of'" 
the sciences, and led them as handmaids in her ta-ain, 
is now deprived of her attendants. rt>duced, impo. 
verished, and, stripped of her usual honours (I 
might say of her genius), compelled to exercise a 
mere plebeian arL 

And now, my friends, I think I have laid open 
the efficient cause of the decline of eloquence. Need 
I call witnesses to tupport my opinion? I name 
Demosthenes among the Greeks. He, we are as
sured, constantly attended (a} the lectures of Plato. 
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I name Cicero aniong the Romans: he tells us (I 
believe I can repeat his wordli ), that if be attained 
any degree of excellence, he owed it, not so much 
to the precepts of rhetoricians, as to his meditations 
in the walks of the academic schooL I am aware 
that other causes of our present degeneracy may be 
adde~; but that task I leave to my friends, since I 
now may flatter myself that I have performed my 
promise. In doing it, I fear, that, as often happens 
to me, I have incurred the danger of giving-offence. 
Were a certain class of men to hear the principles 
which I have advanced in favour of legal knowledge 
and sound philosophy, I should expect to be told 
that I have been all the time commending my own · 
visionary schemes. 

XXXIII. You will excuse me, replied Matern us, 
if I take the liberty to say that you ba~·e by no 
means finished your part of our inquiry. You seem 
to have spread your canvas, and to have tonched 
the outlines of your plan; but there are other parts 
that still require the colouring of so masterly a 
band. The stores of knowledge, with which the an
cients enlarged their minds, you have fairly explain
ed, and, in contrast to that pleasing picture, you· 
have given us a true draught of modern ignorance. 
But we now wish to know, what were the exercises, 
and what the discipline, by which the youth of 
former times prepared · themselves for the honours 
of their profession. It will not, I believe, be con_. 
tended, that theory, and systems' of art, are of them
telves sufficient to form a genuine orator. It is by 
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practice, and by constant exertion that the faculty 
of speech improves, till the genius of the mao ex
pands, and flourishes in its full vigour. This, I 
think, you will not deny, and my two friends, if I 
may judge by their looks, seem to give their asaent. 
A per and Secundus agreed without hesitation. 

Messala proceeded as follows: Having, as I con
ceive, shown the seed-plots of ancient eloque~ 
and the fountaans of science from which they drew 
such copious streams; it remains now to give some 
idea of the labour, the assiduity, and the exercises, 
by which they trained themselves to their profes
sion. I need not observe, that in the pursuit of 
science, method and constant exercise are indispen
sable,: for who can hope, without regular attention, 
to master abstract schemes of philosophy, and em
brace the whole compass of the sciences? Kno,.. 
ledge musl be grafted in the mind by frequent 
meditation (a); to that must be added the faculty of 
conveying our ideas; and. to make sure of our im
pression, we must be able to adorn our thoughts 
with the colours of true eloquence. Hence it is evi
dent that the same arts, by which the mind lays ia . 
its stock of knowledge, must be still pursued, ia 
order to attain a clear and graceful manner of con
veying that knowledge to others. This may be 
thought refined and too abstruse. If, however, we 
are still to be told that science and elocution are 
things in themselves distinct and unrelated; this, at 
least, may be assumed, that he, who, with e fund 
of previous knowledge, undertakes the pro~nce of 
oratory, will bring with him a miDd weU seuoaed, 
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and duly prepared for the study and exercise of 
real eloquence. 

XXXIV. The practice of our ancestors was agree
able to this theory. · The youth who was intended 
for public declamation. w,ent forth, under the care of 
hie father, or some near relation, with all the advan
tages of home-discipline; his mind was expanded 
by the fine arts, and impregnated with science. He 
was conducted to the most eminent orator of the 
time. Under that illustrious patronage be visited 
the forum; be attended his patron upon all occasions; 
he listened with attention to his pleadings in the 
tribunals of justice, and his public harangues before 
the p~ple; be beard him in the warmth of argu
ment; he noted his sudden replies, and thus, in the 
field of battle, if I may so express myself, be learn
ed the first rudiments of rhetorical warfare. The 
adraotages of this method are obvious: the young 
candidate gained courage, and improved his judg
me~t; be studied in open day, amidst the ht>at of 
the conflict, where nothing weak or idle could be 
said with impunity; where every thing absurd was 
instantly rebuked by the judge, exposed to ridicule 
by the adversary' and condemned by the whole bar. 
· In this manner the student was initiated in the 

rules of sound and manly eloquence; and, though it 
be true, that he placed himself under the auspices of 
one orator only, he beard the rest in their turn, and 
in that diversity of tastes which_ always prevails in 
mixed assemblies, he was enabled to distinguish 
what was excelleat or defecti"e in the kind. The 
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orator in actual business was the best preceptor: the 
instructions which he gave, were living eloquence, 
the substance, and not the shadow. He was himself 
a real combatant, engaged with a zealous antagonist, 
both in earnest, and not like gladiators, in a mock 
contest, fighting for prizes. It was a struggle for 
victory, before an audience always changing, yet 
always full; where the speaker had his enemies as 
well as his admiren; and. between both, what was 
brilliant· met with applause; what was defective, was 
sure to be condemned. In this clash of opinions, the 
genuine orator d~mrished, and acquired that lasting 
fame, which, we all know, does not depend on the 
voice of friends only, but must rebound from the 
benches filled with your ent-mies. Extorted applause 
is the best suffrage. 

In that school, the youth of expectation. such as 
I have delineated, was reared and educated by the 
most eminent genius of the times. In the forum, he 
was enlightened by the expel'i~nce of others; he was 
instructed in the knowledge of the Jaws, accustomed 
to the eye of the judges, habituated to the looks of 
a numerous audience, and acquainted with the popu
lar taste. After this preparation, he was called forth 
to conduct a prosecution, or to take upon himself 
the whole weight of the defence. The fruit of his 
application was then seen at ouce. He was equal 
in his first outset, to the most arduous business. 
Thus it was that Crassus, at the age of nineteen 
(a), stood forth the accuser of Papirius Carbo: thus 
Julius Cresat·, at one-and-twenty, arraigned Dola
bella; Asinius Pollio, about the same age, attacked 
Cains Cato; and Cah·us, but a li~tle older, darned 
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out against V atinius. Their several speeches are 
etiD extant, and we all read them with admiration. 

XXXV. In opposition to this system of educa· 
tion, what is our modern practice? Our young men 
are led (a) to academical prolusions in the school of 
vain professors, who call themselves rhetoricians; a 
race of impostors, who made their first appearance 
at Rome, not long before the days of Cicero. 'fhat 
they were unwelcome visiters, is evident from the 
circumstance of their being silenced by the two cen
sors (b). Crassus and Domitius. They were ordered, 
says Cicero, to shut up their school of impudence. 
Those scenes however are open at present, and there 
our young students listen to mountebank oratory. I 
am at a )018 how to determine which is most fatal to 
all true genius, the place itself, the company that 
frequent it, or the plan of study universally adopted. 
Can the place impress the mind with awe and re
spect, where none are ever seen but the raw, the un
tkilfnl, and the ignorant? In such an assembly what 
advantage can arise? Boys harangue before boys, and 
young men exhibit before their fellows. The speaker 
is pleased with his declamation, and the hearer with 
his judgment ' The very subjects on which they dis
play their talents, tend to no useful purpose. They 
are of two sorts, ,persuasive or controversial. The 
first, supposed to be of the lighter kind. are usuallf 
assigned to the youngest scholars: the last are re
served for students of longer practice and riper judg
ment. But, gracious powers! what are the compo1i~ 
tions produced on these occasional 
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The subject is remote from truth, and even proba
bility, unlike any thing that eYer happened in human 
life: and no wonder if the superstructure perfectly 
agrees with the foundation. It is to these scenic ex
ercises that we owe a number of frivolous topics, 
such as the reward due to the slayer of a tyrant; the 
-election to be made by (c) violated virgins; the 
rites and- ceremonies proper to be Ufled during a 
ragin~t pestilence; the loose behaviour of married 
women: with other fictitious subjects, hackneyed in 
·the schools, and seldom or· never heard of in our 
courts of justice. These imaginary questions are 
treated with gaudy ftou1·ishes, and all the tumor ol 
unnatural language. But after all this mighty parade, 
call these striplings from their schools of rhetoric, 
into the presence of the judges, and to the real busi
ness of the bar (d): 

I. " What figure will they make before that so
"lemn judicature? Trained up in chimerical exer
~' cises, strangers to the municipal laws~ unacquainted 
'' with the principles of natural justice and the rights 
" of .nations, they will bring with them that false 
" ~aste which they have been for years acquiring, but 
"nothing worthy of the public ear, nothing useful 
" to their clients. They have succeeded in nothing 
" but the art of making themselves ridiculous. The 
"peculiar quality of the tt.~achE>r (aJ whatever it be, 
" is sure to transfuse itself into the performance of 
" the pupil. Is the master haughty, fierce, and arro
"gant? The scholar swells with confidence; his eye 
~' threatens prodigioua things, and his haraogue is an 

Digitized by Goog I e 



CONCBBNING ORATORY. )9) .. 

" ostentations display of the common places of school 
"oratory, dressed up with dazzling splendour, and 
" thundered forth with emphasis. On the other hand, 

· ~ does the master value himself for the delicacy of 
" his taste, for the foppery of glittering conceits and 
"tinsel Ornament? The youth who has been educated 
" under him, sets out with the same artificial pretti
" nes8, the same foppery of style and manner. A 
'~ simpP.r plays on his countenance; his elocution is 
~ soft and delicate; his action pathetic; his sentences 
" entangled in a maze of sweet perplexity; be plays 
"off'the whole of his theatrical skill, and hopes to 
" elevate and surprise. 

2. " This love of finery, this ambition to shine 
"_and glitter, bas destroyed all true eloquence. Ora· 
" tory is not the child of hireling teathers, it springs 
" from another source, from a love of liberty, from 
" a mind replete with moral science, and a tho
" rongh knowledge of the laws; from a due respect 
,. for the best examples, from profound meditation 
''(a), and a style formed by constant practice. 
" While these were thought esst"otial requisites, 
" eloquence flourished. But the true beauties oflan
" guage fell into disuse, and oratory went to ruin. 
"The spirit evaporated, I fear, to revive no more. 

· "I wish I may prove a falae prophet; but we know 
"the progress of art in every age and country. Rude 
" at ·first, it rises from low beginnings, and goes 
" on improving, till it· reaches the highest perfection 
" in the kind. But at that point it is never stationary: 
" it soon declines, and from the corruption of what 
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" is good, it is not in the nature of maD, nor in the 
" powC'r of human faculties, to rise again to the·eame 
" degree of excellence. 

S. " Messala closed with a degree of vehemence, 
"and then turning to Maternus and Secundus (a), 
" It is yours, be said, to pursue this train of argu
" ment; or if any cause of the decay of eloquence 
"lies still dp.eper, you will oblige us by brin~ing it 
" to light. Maternus, I presume, ·wiD find no difti
" culty: a poetic genius holds commerce . with the 
" god". nnd to him nothing will remain a s~cret. As 
" for Secundus, be bas been long a shining orna
" ment of the forum, and by his own . experience 
" knows how to distinguish genuine eloquence from 
" the corrupt and vicious. Maternus beard tbiJ 
" sally of his friend's good humo~ with a smile. 
" The task, be said, which you have imposed upon 
" us, we will endeavour to execute. But though I 
" am the interpreter of the g~ds. I must, notwith
" standing, request that Secundus may take the 
" lead. He is master of the subject, and, in ques
" &ions of this kind, exp.ience is better than in
" spiration. 

4.. " Secundut (a) complied with his friend'• re
"quest I yield, he said, the more willingly, as I shaD 
"hazard no new opinion, ·but rather confirm what 
'' has been urged by MessaJa. It is certain, that, as 
" painters are formed by painters, and poets by the 
" example of poets, so the young orator muat learn 
" his art from orators only. In the scboola of rbetori-
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"cims (b) who think themselves the fountain-head 
" of eloquence, every thing is false and litiated. 
" The true principles of the persuasive art are never 
"known to the professor, or if at any time there may 
" be found a preceptor of superior geoius, can it be 
" expected that be shall be able to transfuse into the 
" mind of his pupil all his own conceptions, pure, un
" mixed, and free from error? The sensibility of the 
" master, since ~e have allowed him genius, will be 
" aD impediment: ~uniformity of the same dull te· 
'' dious-round will give him disgust, and the student 
" will tum from it with aversion. And yet I am in· 
" clined to think, that the decay of eloquence would 
·" not have been so rapid, if other causes, more fatal 
" than the corruption ot the schools, bad not cu.ope
" rated. When the worst models became the objects 
'~of imitation, and not only the young men of the age, 
" but even the whole body of the people, admired 
" the new way of speaking, eloquence fell at once into 
" that state of degeneracy, from which nothing can 
" recover it. We who came afterwards, found our
" seh•es in a hopeless situation: we were driven to 
" wretched expedients, to forced conceits. and the 
"glitter of frivolous sentences; we were obliged to 
'' hunt after wit, when we could be no longer elo
" quent. By what pernicious examples this was ac
~ complisbed, . bas been explained by our friend Mes
"sala. 

~. " We are none of us strangers to those unhappy 
" times, when Rome, grown weary of her vast re
" nown in arms, began to think of striking into new 
" paths of fame, Do longer willing to depeDd on the . 
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"glory of our ancestors. The whole power of the 
" state was centred in a single ruler, and by the policy 
" of lhe prince, men where taught to think no more 
" of ancient honour. lnveotion was oo the stretch 
" for novelty, and all looked for something better 
" than perfection; (something rare, far-fete bed, and 
"exquisite. New \modes of pleasure were devised~ 
" In that period of luxury aod dissipation, when the 
" rage for new inventions was grown epidemic, Se
" neca rose. His talents were of a peculiar sort, 
" acute, refined, and polished; but polished to a 
" degree that made him · prefer affectation aod wit 
" to truth and nature. The predominaace of his 
" genius was great, and, by consequence, he gave 
" the mortal stab to all true eloquence {a). When I 
" say this, let me not be suspected of that low ma
'' lignity which would tarnish the fame of a great 
" character. I admire the man, and. the philosopher; 
" The undaunted firmness with which be b1·aved the 
"tyrant's frown, will do immortal honour to his 
" memory. . But the fact is, and why should I dis
"guise it? the virtues of the writer have undone his 
"country. 

6. "To bring about this unhappy revolution, no 
" man was so eminently qualified (a). His under
" standing was large and comprehensi\'e; his genius 
" rich and powerful; his way of thinking ingenious, 
" elegant, and even charmiog. His researches io 
"moral philosophy excited the admiration of all; 
~ and moral philosophy is never so highly praised, 
"u when tbe manners are in a state of degeneracy. 
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" Seneca knew the taste of the times. He had the 
" art to gratify tbe public ear. His style is neat, yet 
"animated; concise, yet clear; familiar, yet sl'ldom 
"inelegant Free from redundancy, his periods are, 
" often abrupt, but they surprise · by their viva· 
"city. He :<hines in pointed sentences, and that un
" ceasing persecution of vice, which is kept up with 
" uncom10on ardour, spreads a lustre over all his 
" writing41. His brilliant style charmed by its novel
" ty. Every page sparkles with· wit, with gay allu
" sions, and sentiments of virtue. No wonder that 
·'' the graceful ease, and sometimes the dignity of 
" his expreRsion, made their way into the forum. 
" What pleased universally, soon found a number 
" of imitators. Add to this the adv&.ntagetl of rank 
" and honours. He mixed in the splendour, and 
" perhaps. in the vices of the court. The resentment 

• " of Calignla, and the acts of oppression whictrsooo 
" after followed, served only te adorn his name. To 
"crown all, Nero was his pupil, and his murderer. 
" Hence the character and genius of the man rose 
" to the highest eminence. What was admired, was 
" imitated, and true oratory was heard no more. The 
" love of novelty prevailed, and for the dignified sim
" plicity of ancient eloquence no taste remained. The 
" art itself, and aU its necessary discipline, became 
"ridiculous. In th!lt black period, when vice tri
" umphed at large, and virtue had every.thing to fear, 
'' the temper of the times was propitious to the cor
" ruptors of taste and liberal science. The dignity of 
" composition was no longer of use. It had no power 
" to stOp the torrent of vice_ which deluged the city of 
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" Rome, and virtue found it a feeble protection. In 
" such a conjuncture it waa not safe to speak the 
" sentiments of the heart. To be obscure, abrupt, 
" and daTk, was the best expedient. Then it was 
" that the affected sententious breYity came into 
" vogue. To speak concisely, and with an air of 
" precipitation, was the general practice. To work 
" the ruin of a person accused, a single sentence, 
" or a splendid phrase was sufficient Men defended 
11 themselves in a short brilliant expression; and if 
" that did not protect them, they died with a lively 
" apothegm, and their last words were wit Thi1 
" was the fashion introduced by Seneca. The pecu· 
" liar, but agreeable vices of his style wrought the 
" downfal of eloquence. The solid was exchanged 
"for the brilliant, and they, who ceased to h ora
" ton, studied to be ingenious. 

7. " or late, indeed, we have seen the dawn or 
" better times. In the cou.ne of the last six yean 
"V espasian bas revived · our hopes (a). The friend 
" of regular mannen, and the encourager of ancient 
"virtue by which Rome was raised to the highest 
" pinnacle of glory, he has rest~red the public peace, 
"and with it the blessings ofliberty. Under his pro- · 
"pitious inftuenc~, the arts and sciences begin once-
" more to flourish. and genius bas been honoured 
"with his munificence. The example of his sons (b) 
" bas helped _to kindle a spirit of emulation. We 
"beheld, w-ith pleasure, ~the two princes addin~ to 
" the dignity of their rank, and their fame in arms, 
" all the grace and elegance of polite literature. But 
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" it it fatally true, that when the public tute is once 
" corrupted, the mind, which baa been warped, sel· 
" dom recovers its former tone. This difficulty was 
" rendered still more insurmountable by the licen
" tious spirit of our young men. and the popular 
" applause, that encouraged th~ false taste of the 
" times. I need not, in this company, call to mind 
'' the uabridled presumption, with which, as 1000 

" u genuine eloquence espired, the young men of 
" the age took possession of the forum. Of modest 
" worth and ancient mannen nothing remained. We 
" know that in former times the youthful candidate 
"was introduced in the forum by a penon of con
~ solar rank (c), and by him set forward in his road 
" to fame. That laudable custom being at an end, 
" aJI fences were thrown down: no sense of shame 
"remained, no .respect for the tribunals of justice. 
4 The aspiring genius wanted no . patronage; be 
• scorned the usual forms of a regular introduction; 
• and, with full confidence in his .own powers, he ob
" truded himself on the court. Neither the solem
• nity of the place, nor the sanctity of laws, nor the 
" importance of the oratorical character, could re
" strain the impetuosity of young ambition. U neon
" ecious of the importance of the undertaking, and 
" less sensible of his own incapacity, the bold adven
" turer rushed at once into the most arduous busioeae. 
" Arrogance supplied the place of talents. 

8. " To oppose the torrent, that bore down every 
" thing, the danger or losing all r&ir and honest fame 
" was the onl7 circumstance that could al"ord a ray 
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" of hope. But even that slender f~nce was soon re
" moved by the arts of (a) Largi-us Licinius. He 
" was the first that opened a new road to ambition. 
" He intrigued for fame. and filled the benches with 
" an audience suborned to applaud his declamations. 
" He had his circle around him, and shouts of appro
'~ bation followed. It was upon that ()CCasion that 
" Domitius Afer (b) emphatically said, Eloquence 
'' is now at the last gasp. It had, indeed, at that 
" time shown manifest symptoms of decay, but its 
" total ruin may be dated from the introduction of 
" a mercenary band (c) to flatter and applaud. If we 
"except a chosen few, whose superior genius has 
"not yet been seduced from truth and nature, the 
" rest are followed by their partisans, like actors on 
" the stage, subsisting altogether on the bought suf
'' frages of mean and prostitute hirelings. Nor is 
" this sordid traffic carried on with secrecy: we see 
" the bargain made in the face of the court; the 
" bribe is distributed with as little ceremony as if 
" they were in a private party at the orator's own 
" house. Having sold their voices. this venal crew 
" rush forward from one tribunal to another, the 
" distributors of fame, and the sole judges of hte
" rary merit. The practice is, no doubt, disgraceful. 
" To brand it with infamy, two new terms have been 
" invented (d), one in the Greek language, import
" ing the venders of praise, and the other in the 
" Latin idiom, signifying the parasites who sell their 
" applause for a supper. But sarcastic expressions 
" have not been able to cure the mischief: the ap
" plauders by profession have taken courage, and 
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" the name, which was intended as a stroke of ridi
" cute, is now become an honourable appellation. 

9. " This infamous practice rages at present with 
" increasing violence. The party no longer consists 
"of freeborn citizens; our very sla\·es are hired. 
"Even before they arrive at full age, we see them 
'~ distributing the rewards of eloquence. Without 
" attending to what is said, and without sense 
" enough to understand, they are sure to crowd the 
" courts of justice, whenever a raw young man, 
" stung with the love of fame, but without talents 
" to deserve it, obtrudes himself in the character of 
" an advocate. The hall resounds with acclamations, 
"or rather with a kind of bellowing; for I know 
" not by what term to express that savage uproar, 
" which would disgrace a theatre. 

" Upon the whole, when I consider these in fa
"'mous practices, which have brought so much 
" dishonour upon a Iibera] profession, I am far from 
" wondering that you, M.aternus. judged it time to 
" sound your retreat lVhcn you could no longer 
" attend with honour. you did wen, my friend, to 
" devote yourself entirely to the muses. And now, 
" since your are to close the debate, permit me to 
" request, that besides unfolding the causes of cor
" rupt eloquence, you will fairly tell us, whether 
" you entertain any hopes of better times, and, if 
" you do, by what means a reformation may be ac
" complished. 

10. " It is true (a), said 1.\laternus, that seeing 
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" the forum deluged by an inundation of vices, I 
" was glad, as my friend expressed it, to aound my 
~ retreat. I saw corruption rushing on with hasty 
" strides, too shameful to be defended, and too 
" powerful to be resisted. .And yet, though urged by 
" all those motives, I should hardly have renounced 
" the businetil of the bar, if the bias of my nature 
" bad not inclined me to other studies. I balanced, 
" however, for some time. It was, at first, my fixed 
,, resolution to stand to the last a poor remnant or 
" that integrity and manly eloquence, which stiB 
"lingered at the bar, and showed some signs of life. 
"It \Vas my intention to emulate, not, indeed, with 
" equal powers, but certainly with equal firmness, 
" the bright models of ancient times, and, in that 
" course of practice, to defend the fortunes, the 
" dignity, and the innocence of my fellow-citizens. 
" But the strong impulse of inclination was not to 

" be resisted. I laid do.wn my arms, and deserted 
" to the safe and tranquil camp of the muses. Bot 
"though a deserter, I have not quite forgot the ser
" vice in which I was enlisted. I honour the profes
" son of real ~loquence, and that sentiment, I hope, 
" will be always warm in my heart. 

11. " In my solitary walks and moments of me
" ditation, it often happens that I fall into a train of 
" thinking on the flourishing state· of ancient eJ. 
" q11eaee, and the abject condition to which it is 
" reduced in modern times. The result of my re
" ftections I shall venture to unfold, not .with a spirit 
" of coatroveny, nor yet dogmaticaiJy to eafo.rce 
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~' ray own opinio& l may dift'er in eome points, but 
'" from a collision of 1e0timenta it is poeaible that 
" 10111e new light may be .f(ruck out. My friend 
" .Aper will, therefore, excuse me, if I do not, with 
" him, prefer the false glitter of the moderns to the 
" solid vigour of ancient genius. At the aane time, 
" it u not my intention to disparage his friends. 
" Messala too, whom you, Secondus, have closely 
" foUowed, will forgive me, if I do not, in every 
" thing, coincide with his opinion. The Vices of the 
" forum, which you have both, as becomes men of 
"integrity, attacked with vehemence, will not have 
" me for their apologist. But stiU I may be allowed 
" to ask, have not you been too much exasperated 
"against the rbetoriciaDB? 

"I wiD not say in their favour, that I think them 
" equal to the task of reviving the honoun of eJo
" quence; but I have known amon5 them, men of 
" unblemished morals, of regular discipline, great 
"erudition, and talents every way fit to form the 
" minds of youth to a just taste for science and the 
" persuasive arts. In this number one in particular 
" ( CJ) bas lately shone forth with superior lustre. 
" From his abilities, all that is in the power of man 
" may fairly be expected. A genius like his would 
" have been the ornament of better tknes. Posterity 
" will admire and honour him. And yet I would not 
" have Secundus amuse himself with ill-grounded 
"hopes: neither the learning of that moet exceUent 
" maa, nor the iocluatry of sucli u may follow him, 
" will be able to promote the interests of elo4fuence, 
" or to eatabliab her former glory. It il a Joet cause. 
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"Before the vices which have been so ably de. 
'' scribed, had spread a general infection, all true 
"oratory was at an eDd The revolutions in our 
" government, and the violence of the times, began 
"the mischief, and, in the end, gave the fatal blow. 

· 12. u Nor are we to wonder at this event. In the 
· ~course of human affairs there is no stability, no
" thing secure or permanent. It is with our minds as 
"with our bodies: the latter, as soon as they have 

· "attained their full growth, and seem to flourish in 
" the vigour of health, begin, from that moment, to 
"feel the gradual approaches of decay. Our intel
" lectual powers proceed in the same manner; they 
"gain strength by degrees. they arrh·e at maturity, 

· "and, when they can no longt-r improve, they lao
" goish, droop, and fade away. This is the law of 
" nature, to which e~·ery age, and every nation, of 
"which we have any historical records, have been 
" obliged to submit. There is besides another gene
" rallaw, hard perhaps, but wonderfully ordained, 
"and it is this: nature, whose operations are always 
"simple and uniform, ne,·er suffers in any age or 
"country, more than one great example of perfec
" tion in the kind (a). This was the case in Greece, 
~ that prolific parent of genius and of science. She · 
"had but one Homer, one Plato, one Demosthenes. 
• 1 The same bas happened at Rome: V irgiJ stands 
"at the head of his art, and Cicero is still unrival
" led. During a space of seven hundred years our 
'' anct~tors were stnaggling to reach the summit of 
''perfection: Cicero at length arose; he thundered 
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" forth his immortal energy. and nature -was ntis
" .tied with the wonder she had made. The force of 
"gemus could go no further. A. new road to . fame 
" was to be found. We aimed at wit. and gay con
" ceit, and glittering sentences. The chaage, indeed, 
" was great. ~ut it naturally followed the new form 
" of government Genius died with public liberty. 

IS. "We find that the discourse of men always 
" conforms to the temper _of the- times. Among sa-
" vage nations (a) language is never copious. A few 
"words serve the purpose of barbarians, and those 
"are always uncouth and harsh, without the artifice 
" of connection; short, abrupt, and nervous. Io a 
"state of polished society, where a single ruler 
" sways the sceptre, the powers of the mind take a 
" softer t~ne, and language grows more .refined. But 
"affectation follows, and precision gives way to de-
" licacy. The just and natural expression is no longer 
"the fashion. Living io ease and luxury, men look 
" for elegance. and hope by novelty to give a grace 
" to adulation. In other nations, where the first prin-
" ciples of the civil union are maintained in vigour; 
" where the people live under the gov~rnment of 
" laws, and not the will of mao; where the spirit of · 
" liberty pervades all ranks and orders of the state; · · 
"where every individual holds himself bound, at the 
''hazard of his life, to defend the constitution framed 
" by his ancestors; where, without being guilty of aa 
" impious crime, no mao dares to violate the rights 
" of the whnle community; in such a state, tbe na-
" tional eloquence will be prompt, bold, and anima~ 
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" ted. Sbobld internal diuensions abate the public 
" peace, or foreign enemies. threaten to iDYade the 
" land, eloquence comes forth arnyed in terror; abe 
"wieldt her thunder, and commaodt aU hearts. It is 
" true, that upon those occasions men of ambition 
" endeavour, for their own purposes, to apread tbe 
" ftame of sedition; while the good aud virtuous com
" ~ine their force to quell the turbulent, and repel 
" the menaces of a foreign enemy. Liberty gains new 
" stre~ by the con8ict, and the true patriot bas 
"the glory of serving bia country, distinguished by 
" his valour in the field, aud in debate, no leaa terri
" ble by his eloquence. 

14.. " Bence ·It ia that in free governments we see 
" a consteDation ol oraton. Hence Desmoetheues 
';displayed the ponn of his amazing genios. aocl 
"acquired immortal honour. He aaw a quick aacl 
" lively people, diuolved in luxury, open to the ee
" ductions of wealth, aud ready to submit to a IIIII

" ter; be saw a great ud warlike monarch threaten
" iDg destruction to the Uberties of his couatry; be 
"aaw that prince at the bead of powerful annies, re
'' nowned for. victory, po8l888ed of an opulent trea
"aury, formidable in battle, aud, by his secret 8111, 
"still o10re so in the cabinet; be aaw that king. 
" ioftamed by ambition _aud the last of dominioa, 
" determined to destroy the liberties of Greece. It 
" W.. that alarming crisis that called forth the powen 
"of Demoetheoes. Armed with eloquence, and with 
" eloquence only, be stood as a bulwark against a 
" eombiaation of enemies foreign and domeltic. Be 
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"roused his countrymen from tlteir l~thargy: he 
" kindled the holy tlame of liberty; he counteracted 
.tt the machinations of Philip, detected his clandestine 
·" frauds, and fired the men of Athens with indigna
·" lion. TGeffect these generous purposes, and defeat 
"the policy of a subtle enemy, what powers of mind 
· " were necessary! how vast, how copious, how sub
·" lime! He thundered and lightened in his discourse; 
·" he faced every danger with undaunted resolution. 
" Difficulties served only to inspire him with new 
" ardour. The love of his country glowed in his 
" heart; liberty roused all his powers, and fame held 
~~forth her immortal wvreath to reward his laboun. 
" Tbese were the fine incentives that roused his 
" genius, and no wonder that his mind expanded 
~~ with vast conceptions. He thought for bis country, 
·" and, by consequence, every sentiment was sublime; 
" every expression was grand. and magnificent.'' 

XXXVI. The true spirit of genuine eloquence 
(a), like an intense fire, is kept alive by fresh mate
rials: every new commotion gives it vigour, and in 
proportion as it burns, it expands and brightens to 
a purer .ftame. · The same ca-uses at Rome produced 
the same effect Tempestuous times called forth the 
genius of·our ancestors. The moderns, it is true, 
have-taken fire, and rose above themselves, as often 
as a quiet, settled, and uniform governm£>nt gave a 
fair opportunity; but eloqneoce, it is certain, ftott· 
rishes most uader a bold and turbulent democracy, 
where tbe ambitious citizen, who best can mould to 
bil purpo~e~ a Aerce and oontentioos multitude, is 
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sure to be "the idol of the people. In the eooftict ef 
parties, that kept our ancestors in agitation, laws 
were multiplied; the-leading chiefs were the favourite 
demagogues; the magistrates were often engaged in 
midnight debate; eminent citizens were brought to 
a public trial; families were set at variance ; the no
bles were split into factions, and the senate waged 
incessant war against the people. Hence that Jlame 
of eloquence which blazed out under the republican 
government, and heDCe that constant fuel that kept 
the flame alive. 
: The state,. it is true, was often thrown into con

vulsions; but talents were exercised,. and genius 
opened the way to public honours. He who possesa
ed the powers of persuasion, rose to eminence, and 
by the arts, which gave him popularity, be was sure 
to eclipse his colleagues. He strengthened his inter
est with the leading men, and gained weight aod 
influence not only io the senate, but in aU assem
blies of the people. Foreign nations (b) courted. his 
friendship. The magistrates, setting out for their 
provinces, made it their busine~~ to ingratiate them~ 
selves with the popular speaker, and, at their return; 
took care to renew their homage. The powerful ora· 
tor had no occasion to solicit for preferment: tb6 
offices of prmtor and consul stood open to receive 

·him. He was invited to those exalted stations. Evee 
in the rank of a private citizen be had a considerable 
share of power, since his authority swayed at once 
the senate and the people. It was in those days a 
setded maxim, that no mao could either rise to dig
uities, or support bimaelf in_ office, without po688Sfir 
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iug, in an eminent degree, a power of words, and 
dignity of language. . 
. Nor can this be matter of wonder, when were· 
collect, that persons of distinguished genius were, 
on various occasions, .called forth bl· the voice of the 
people\ and in their presence obliged to act an im· 
portant part. Eloquence was the ruling passion of 
all. The reason is, it was not then sufficient merely 
to vote in the senate; it was necessary to support 
that vote with strength of reasoning, and a ftow of 
language. Moreover, in all. prosecutions the party 
accused was expeeted to make his defence in per
son, and to examine the witnesses (e), who at that 
time were not allowed to speak in written depo· 
sitions, but were obliged to give their testimony in 
open court. In this manner, necessity, no less than 
tbe temptation of bright rewards, conspired to m~e 
men cultivate the arts of oratory. He who was known 
to possess the powers . of speech, was held in ·the 
highest veneration. The mute and silent character 
fell into contempt. The dread of shame was a motive 
not less powerful than the ambition that aimed at 
honours. To sink into the humiliating . rank of a 
client, instead of maintaining the dignity of a patron, 
was a degrading thought. Men were unwilling to 
see the followers of their ancestors transferred to 
other families for protection. Above all, they dreaded 
the disgrace of being thought unworthy of civil boo
ours; and, if by intrigue they attained their wishet, 
the fear of being despised for incapacity was a spur to 
quicken their ardour in the pursuit of literary fame 
:Uad eommaJ!lding eloquence. 
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XXXVII. I do not know whether you have a · 
yet seen the lristorical memoirs which Mucianus (a) 
bas collected, and lately published, · contaiaiog, in 
eleven volumest the transactions of the timea, ud; 
in three more, the )etten of eminent men who figured 
on the stage of public business. This portion of his
tory is well authenticated by the original papen, 
still extant in the libraries of the curiona. FroiD 
this valuable collecti~n it appears, that Pompey ·and 
Crassus (b) owed their elevation as muoh to their 
talents as tb their fame in arms; and that Lentuh• 
(c), Metellus, Lucullus, Curio, and othen of that 
class, took care to enlarge their minds, and di•tin· 
guish themselvea by their powers of tpeech. To 
aay all in one worJ, no man, in thote timea, I'Oie to 
eminence in the state, who had not given proof of 
his genius in the forum and the tribunals of jnstic&. 

To this it may be added, that the importance, dae 
splendour. and magnitude of the questiooa dilcuse
ed in that period, se"ed to animate the public 
orator. 1,he subject, beyond all doubt, lifts the mind 
above itself: it gives vigo!Jr to sentiment, a._d energy . 
to expresaion. Let the topic be a paltry theft, · a dry 
form of pleading, or a petty misdemeanor; will not 
the orator feel himself cramped and chilled by the 
meanne11 of the question? Give him a cause of 
m•itude, such as bribery in the election of map.. 

,.~tea, a charge for plundering the allies of Rome, 
• -'.or Jbe murder of Roman citizens, how dift'ereat thea 

his emotions! bow sublime each sentimeot! what 
dignity of language! Tbe effect, it must be admit
ted, springs from the disasters of society. It is true, 
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that form of government, in which no .such evils 
occur, must, -beyond all question, be allowed to be 
the best; bat since, in the course of human aft"airs, 
sodden cenvulsions must happen, my position is, 
that tbey produced, at Rome, that flame of eloquence 
which at this hour is so much admirt>d. The mind 
of the orator grows and expands with his subject 
Without ample materials no splendid oration wu 
ever yet pt:oduced. Demosthenes, I believe, did not 
owe his vast reputation to the speeehes which be 
made against his guardians (d); not was it ·either the 
oration in defence of Q.uinCtius, or that for Archiaa 
tile poet, that established the character of Cicero. 
It was Catiline, it was V erres, it was Mtlo and 
Mark Antony, that spread so much glory round 
him. 

Let me not be misundet•stood: I do not say, that 
for the sake of hearing a bright display of eloquence 
it is fit that the public peace should be disturbed 
by 'the macbinatioos of . turbulent and ·lawless men. 
Bot, DOt to lose sight of the question before us, ·let 
it be remembered, that we are inquiring about an 
art which thrives and ftourishes most in tempestu
ous times. It were, no doubt, better that the public 
should enjoy the sweets of peace, than be harassed 
by tbe calamities of war: but still it is war that pro
dacea the 10ldier and the great commander. It is the 
8IIDe with eloquence. Tbe oftener she is obliged', ·: . 
it I may eo express it, to take the field, the more· 
frequent the engagement, in which she gives and 
receives altemate wounds; and the more fomidable 
Jaer adversary, tile more abe riset in poiJlP and 
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~randeor, and returns from the warfare of the forum 
crowned with unfading laurels. He, who eocounten 
danger, is ever sore to win the sufti'ages of ID8D.

kind. .For such is the nature of the human mind, 
that, in genE-ral, we choose a state of security for 
ourselves, but never fail to gaze with admiration OD 

tbe man, whom we see, in the conftict of parties, 
facing his adversaries, and surmounting difficulties. 

XXXVIII. I proceed to another advantage of 
the ·ancient forum ; I mean the form of proceediog, 
and the rules of practice observed in those days. 
Our modern custom is, I grant, more conducive to 
truth and justice; but that of fonner times gave to 
eloquence a free career, and. by consequence, greater 
weight and spleudour. The advocate was not, as 
now, confined to a few hours (a)~ he might adjourn 
as often as it suited his con\"enience; he might ex
patiate, as his genius prompted him: and the nom
her of days,· like that of the several patrons, Was 
unlimited. Pompey was the first, who circumscribed 
the genius of men within narrower limits (b). In 
his third consulship he gave a check to eloquence, 
and~ as it were, bridled its spirit, but still left aD 
causes to be tried according to law in the forum, 
and before the prretors. · The importance of the 
business, which was decided in that court of justice, 
will be evident, if we compare it with the transac
tions before the centumvirs (c), who at present have 
cognisance of all matters whatever. We liave not 
so much as one oration . of Cicero, or Cresar; of 

. Brutus, Crelius, or Calvus, or. aoy .other penJOD 
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famous .for. his eloquence, which was delivered be
fore the last-mentioned. jurisdiction, excepting only 
the speeches of Asinius Pollio (d) for the heirs of 
Urbinia. But thost' speeches were delivered about 
the middle of the ·reign of Augustus, when, after 
a long peace with foreign natioos, and a profound 
tranquillity at home, that wise and politic prince 
bad conquered all opposition, and not only triumph .. 
ed over party and faction, but subdued eloquence 
itself. 

XXXIX •. What I am going to say will appear, 
perhaps, too minute; it may border on the ridicu
lous, and excite your mirth: with all my heart; I 
will hazard it for that very reason. The dress now 
in use at the bar has an air of meanness: the speaker 
is confined in a close robe (a), and loses all the grace 
of action. The very courts of judicature are another 
objection; all causes are heard at present, in little 
narrow rooms, where spirit and strenuous exertioa 
are unnecessary. The orator, like a generous steed,. 
reql1ires liberty and ample space; before a scanty 
tribunal his spirit droops, and the dulness of the 
scene damps the powers of genius. Add to this, 
we pay no attention to style; and indeed how should 
we? No time is allowed for the beauties of compo
sition: the judge calls upon you to begin, and you 
must obey, liable, at the same time, to frequent in· 
terruptions, while documents are read, and wit· 
neeses examined •. 

D~ring all this formality, what kind oC an audi
epce hu the orator to invigorate his faculties? Two 
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· or three stragglers drop in by chance, and to them 
the whole business seems to be transacted in soli
tude. But the orator reqmres a different scene. He 
delights in clamour, tumult, and bursts-of applause. 

·Eloquence must have her theatre, as \\'81 the. case 
in ancient times, when the forum was crowded with 
'the first men in Rome; when a numerous train of 
·clients pressed forward with eager expectation; when 
the people in their several tribes; when ambassadors 
from the colonies, and a great part of Italy attended 
to hear the debate; in short, when all Rome wu 
,interested in the event We know that in the cases 
-of Cornelius, Scaurus, M1lo, Bestia, and Vatinius, 
the concourse was 80 great, that those several causes 
were tried before the whole body of the people. A 
·scene 80 vast and magnificent was enough to inflame 
the most languid orator. The speeches delivered 
upon those occasions are in every body's hands, and 
by their intriusic e:sceJJence, we of this day estimate 
the genius of the respective authors. 

XL. If we oow consider the freqn~nt ass~blies 
of the people, and the right of prosecuting the' most 
eminent men in the state; if we reflect on the glory, 
that sprung from the declared hostility of the most 
illustrious characters; if we recollect, that even 
Scipio, Sylla, and Pompey were not sheltered from 

- the etonns of eloquence, what a number of causes 
thall we see conspiring to rouse the spirit of the 
ancient forum? The malignity of the human heart, 
always adverse to· superior characters, encouraged 
tbe orator to persist. · The very players, by sarcastic 
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allusions· to men in· power, gratified the public ear, 
and by co111equence, sharpened the wit and acri
mony of'the bold declaimer. 
N~ I obse"e to you, that in all I have said, I 

have not been speaking of that temperate faculty· (a) 
which delights in quiet times, supported by its O\Vn 
integrity, and the virtues of moderation? I speak of 
popular eloquence, the genuine offspring of that 
licentiousness, to which fools and ill-designing men 
have given the name of liberty: I speak of bold and 
turbulent oratory~ that inftamer of the peoplt>, and 
constant companion of sedition; that fierce incen· 
diary, that knows no compliance, and scorns to 
temporize; busy, rash and al'rogant, but, in quiet 
and well regulated goveruments. utterly unknown. 
Who ever heard of an orator at Crete or Lacedre
mon? In those states a system of rigorous discipline 
was established by the first principles of the con
stitution. Macedooian and Persian eloquence are 
equally unknown. The same may be said of every 
eountry, where the plan of got"ernment was bed 
and uoiform. 

At Rhodes, indeed, and also at Athens, orators 
existed without number, and the reason is, in those 
communities the people directed every thing; a giddy 
multitude governed, and to say the truth, all things 
were io the power of all. In like manner, while Rome 
was engaged in one perpetual scene of contention; 
while parties, factions. and internal divisions con
vull,•·d the state; no peace in the forum. in the se
nate no uniQn of sentiment; while the tribunals of 
justice acted without modea-atiou; while the · ~DB~is· 

TOL. n. 20 
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trates knew no bounds, and no man paid respect te · 
eminent merit; in such times it must be acknow
ledged that Rome produced a race pf noble orators; 
as in the wild uncultivated field the richest vegeta
bles will often shoot up, and flourish with uncom
mon vigour. Ancl yet it is fair to ask, could all the 
eloquence of tbe Gracchi atone for the laws which 
they imposed on their couotry? Could the fame, 
whicb Cicero obtained by .his eloquence, compen.
eate for tbe tragic end to which it brought him (b)! 

XLI. The forum, at present, is the last aad relie 
9f ancient oratory. But does that epitome of former 
greatness give the idea of a city so well regulated, 
that we may rest contented with our form of go
vernment, without wishing for a reformation oC 
abuses? If we except tbe man of guilt, or such as 
labonr under the hard hand of oppression, who re
sorts to us for our assistance? If a municip.:1l city 
applies for protection, it is, when the inhabitants, 
harassed by the adjacent states, or rent and toro 
by intestine divisions, sue for protection. The pro
vince that addresses the senate for a redress of 
grievances, bas been oppressed and plundered, be.. 
fore we hear of the complaint. It is true, we vindi· 
cate the injured, but to softer no oppression would 
surely be better than to obtain rebe£ Find, if you 
can, in any part of tbe world a wise and happy com
munity where no man ofl'enda against the law•: ia 
such a nation what can be the use of oratory? lou 
may as well profess the healing art, where ill beallb 
is never known. Let men eojoy bodily vigour, aad 
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tbe practice of physic will have no encouragement. 
In like manner, where sober manners prevail, and 
submission to the authority of government is the 
national virtue. the powers of persuasion are render· 
ed useless. Eloquence has lost her field of glory. 
In the senate, what need of elaborate speeches, wheD 
all good men are already of one mirid? What occa
sion for studied harangues before a popular assembly, 
where the form of government leaves nothing to the 
decision of a wild democracy, but the whole admi
nistration is conducted by the wisdom of a single 
ruler? . And again; when crimes are rare, and in fact · 
of no great moment, what avails the boasted right 
of individuals to commence · a voluntary prosecution? 
What necessity for a studied defence, often com-· 
posed in a style of vehemence, artfully addressed to 
the passions, and generaJJy stretched beyond an 
bounds, when justice is executed in mercy, and the 
judge is of himself disposed to succour the dis
tressed? 

Believe me, my very good, and {as far as the 
times will admit) my eloquent friends, had it been 
your lot to live under the old republic, and the men, 
whom we so much admire, had been reserved for 
the present age; if some god had changed the period 
of theirs and your existence, the ftame of genius 
had been yours, and the chiefs of antiquity would 
now be acting with minds subdued to the temper 
ofthe times. Upon the whole, since no man can 
enjoy a state of calm tranquilliiy, and, at the same 
time, raise a great and splendid reputation; to be 
content with the benefits of the age in which we 
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live, without detracting from onr anceston, ii ~e 
virtue that best becomes us. 

XLII. Maternus concluded (a) his discourse. 
There have been, said Messala, some points advan
ced, to which I do not entirely accede; and others, 
which I think requires farther explanation. But the 
day is well nigh spenL We will, therefore,. adjourn 
the debate. Be it as you think propet·, replied Ma
ternus, and if, in what I have said, you find any 
thing not sufficiently clear, we will adjust those 
matten in some future conference. Hereupon he 
rose from his seat, and embracing Aper, I am afraid, 
he said, that it will fare hardly with you, my good 
friend. I shall cite you to answet before the poets, 
and l\ · essala will arraign you at the bar of the anti
quarians. ·And I, replied Aper, shall make reprisals 
on you both before the school professors and the 
rhe .oricians. This occasiont-d some mirth and rail
lery. We laughed, and parted in good _humour. 

THE END. 
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NOTES 

LIFE OF AGRICOLA. 

THIS \York is supposed by the commentators to have been writ.. 
ten before the Treatise on the Manners of ibe Germans, in the third 
consulship of the emperor Nerva, and the second of Verginius Ru· 
fus, in the year of Rome 850, and of the Christian era 9'7. Bro. 
tier acced~s to this opinion; but the reason, which be assign•, does 
not seem to be satisfactory. He observes that Tacitus, in the 
third eection, mentions the emperor Nerva; but as he does not call 
him D1vus NERY A, the deified Nerva. the learned commentator 
infers that Nerva was still living. This reasoning mi1bt han 
some weight, if we did not read, in section xliv, that it was th• 
ardent wish of Agricola, that be might live to behold Trajao ia 
the imperial aeat. If Nerva was then alive, to wish to eee an
other in his room would have been an awkward compliment to the 
reigning prince. It ia, perhaps, for this reason. that Lipsius thiab 
this very elegant tract was written at the same time with tbe 
Manners of the Germans, in the beginning of the emperor Trajaa. 
The question is not very material, Iince conjecture alone must 
decide it. The piece itself is admitted to be a masterpiece in the 
kind. Tacitus was son-in-law to Agricola; and while filial piet7 
breathes through his work, be never dt'partl from the integrity-of 
his owo character. He has left an historical monumenthigbly inte
resting to every Briton, who wishes to know the manners of hi• 
ancestors, and the spirit or· liberty that fi'C)m the earliest time dit
tJnguished the natives of Britain. "Agricola,'' as Hume obae"a, 
" wu the general, who fioaJJr established the domioioo of tlae 
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'' Romans in this island. He governed it in the reigos of V es
" pasian, Titus, and Domitian. He ~arried his victorious UIDI 

"northward; defeated 'the Britons in every encounter, pierced in· 
" to the forests and the mountains of Caledonia. reduced e-rery 
" state to subjection in the southern parts of tbe island, and cba
" sed before him all the men of fiercer and more intractable 
'' spirits, who deemed war and i:leat)l itself less intolerable tbaa 
" se"itude under the victors. He d~feated them in a decisive 
" action, which they fought under Galgacus; and having fixed a 
" chain of garrisons between the fritbs of Clyde aod Forth, be cut 
" oft' the ruder and more barren parts of the islancl, and secured 
" the Roman province from the incunions of the barbarous ill· 
" habitants. Duripg these military enterprises, be neglected DOt 
" the arts of peace. He introduced laws and civility among the 
" Britons; taught them to desire and raise all the cooveniencics 
" of life; reconciled them to the Roman language and mannen; 
"instructed them in leHen and science; and employed every ex
" pedient to render those chains, which be had forged, both easy 
" and agreeable to them." Home's Hut. vol. i. p. 9. In this pas
sage Mr. Hume bas given a sua.mary of the Life of Agricola. It 
is extended by Tar.itus in a style more open than the didactic 
form of the Essay on the German Mannen required, but still with 
die precision, both in sentiment and diction, peculiar to the au
thor. In ri~h but subdued coloun he givr.s a striking picture of 
Agricola, leaving to posterity a portion of history. whicb it would 
be in vain to seek in the dry g~zette-style of Suetonius, or in the 
page of aoy writer of that period. 

SECTION J. 

(a) Injustice to lil'ing merit proceeds from a variety of 
causes; from inattention, ignorance, or envy. We praise the 
past and neglect the present. Yelera eztollimus, ruentiuin U.
curioai, says Tacitus, .!lnnals, b. ii. s. 88. Vdleius Paterculus 
makes the same remark, and adds the reason. We envy the 
Jiving, and venerate departed merit; by the former we think 
ounelves overwhelmed; we edify by the latter. Pr•enlitJ iR· 
eUiia, prtllcritG wnerGtione prosequimur; d lril ROt obrui, illil 
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wtnri eredimut. Lib. ii. s. 99. Before either Tacitu or Patcrca
Jus, Horace bad esp~ the same sentiment: 

Virtutmt incolumem odimus, 
Sublatem ex oculi• quzrimua invidl. 

Though livil'lg virtue we despi~e, 
When dead, we pl"llise it to the akiea. 

Lib. iii. ode 24. 

(b) Cornelius Nepos tells us that Ch4brial, the Athenian &e
neral, when recalled by the violence of tbe people, did not cbooee 
to stay long in the sight of his fellow citizens, because envy, the 
common .vice of all free and great cities, would be sure to behold 
rising merit with a malignant eye. Est mim koc eornmune wium ita 
,.,.,.u l~ ciflitatibu, t.ct inf'idia glorie coma Bit, u libmUr 
*his dttralaam, quot eminere tndeiW Altius. Corn. Nep. in CM-
6rid, •. jjj. 

(e) Cicero baa left a beautiful epiatle to his friend Lucceius, 
earnestly urging him to interweave with his history of Roman af..-

111n a full accou~t of Cicero's consulship, and the various tul'lll 
of fortune which be met with in consequence of a firm· and up
right administration. Tbia request, be iays, an awkward bashful
ness deterred him from making in penon: but, separated as they 
then were, be could apeak wfth confidence; for a letter does not 
blush. Coram me ueum eadem hac agen •qa coraantan dtlenuit 
pudqr quidam pmae tt&bnuticut; que nunc espromGA abtaat auds
citu: epittola mim non erubucil. He proceeds to acknowledge hi1 
ambition to live in history; be avows his. hopes of obtaining from 
the remembrance of after-ages a glorious immortality, ~tnd even 
the pleasure of enjoying his posthumous fame· in his owo life
time. IC bis friend should oot comply with bis wishes, be threat
ens to andutake the work himself, after the e:a:ample of manJ 
illustrious meo, who have written their own. bistoey. He is, bow• 
ever, aware that such a performance may be liable to many ob· 
jeetiou. Wben a praite-wortb7 action occun, the author mu1t 
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apeal of himtelf with reaeJW·&nd modesty; . .and, where there hap
pens to be room for censure, he may glide over the pamge, or 
nrniah it with art, or pan it by in silence. For this reason, the 
life of an eminent citizen, written by himself, is not entitled to 
much credit, and, by consrquence, the practice has fallen into 
disrepute. No man, the critics observe. should be the trumpeter 
of his owo fame. The very public cryers, who declare the vie· 
tors in the gymnastic games, are more modtst: they crown the 
conquerors and proclaim their names with au audible voice; bat 
when, in their turn, they have gained a victory. they call other 
cryers to their assistance, that tb-. y themselves may not be the pub· 
lishm of their ow a famf'. Quod si CJ tenon impttro, laoe uf, li qoMJ 
m te impeditril; cogar jorlCJBse jace'fe, qtMJd non-null& mpe rqm· 

· lamdurat: scribam ip1e de me, multorum I amen uemplo, et darorum 
wironAm. &d, qtMJd It nonfugit, l~.ttc """ in laoc gemre wm; d 
,mcundius ipri de 1e1e 1cribarat mcuse ut, ri quid est laudandum; 
et pr«leremat, ri quid forte reprelaentkndum ul. .llccedit eden td 

minor -'Jficlel, minor CJUClorilCJB; multi dtnique rtprehtndant, et di
tGftl ,mcuncliore• elSe prcuonu ludorum f(Ymnicorum, qui, CUIII 
CDdetjl coronal impowerirat victoribus, eorumque nomina magna 
t~oct pronuntiarint, cum ipri ante ludoram mimonem corona cfonen. 
IUr, Cilium prcuonem CJdlribearat, rae m6 ,ott ipri H tlidora esN 

pr~iunl. CICERO AD FUIILIAR£S7 lib. V. epist. Jl. 

(d) The two persons mentioned in this place, as beving writ
ten memoirs of their own lives, were men of superior emioence, 
distinguished as well by their virtues as thdr abilities. Rutiliua 
was consul A. U. C. 649, before the Christian era 105. He had 
ae"ed in tbe wars in Numidia; and in the year of Rome 851, 
when Mueiaa Rc:evola was appointed proconsular governor of 
Asia Minor, be was chosen by that virtuous citizen in tbe rank 
ot'lieutenaot governor. In the eourse of their administration, they 
acquired the love and admiration of the province, by a lonstaoC 
uercite of those virtues, which bad been the practice, it may be 
said the fashion, of the citizens of Rome, but in that period ~ega• 
to decline, yet not 10 rapidly as to give to distinguished merit the 

Digitized by Goog I e 



LII'E or AGaacor ••• 

aame of siogularity. Tbe administration o(Scevola wu prOAoun~ 
ced by tbe aenate a model for the condud of all future JOVerool'l. 
He bad completed a thorough refona in the mode of collectin& 
the revenues of the province, and thereby gave umbrage to the 
Roman knights, wbo were at that time the managen of all the 
tributes and imposts paid by foreign nations. From the same or· 
der of mea commiuionen were cboaen to hear and determine all 
complaints for peculation. A charge of that kind could not witb 
any colour be brought against so revered a character u that of 
Muclus Scevola; but the men, who bad been used lo profit by ex· 
tortion and rapine, were determined lo wreak their malice on Ru· 
tiliua, wbo bad co-operatetl with the Jlrocoosul in all bit wisest 
regulations, Tbey resented the good be bad done to otben u aa 
injury to themselves. An accuaation was framed; and witneaea 
were suborned. Tbe cause was beard by the Roman koigbts; aad 
DO wonder that before such a tribunal innocence fell a sacrifice. 
In the number of commiuionen wbo sat in judgment, there wu 
a Roman knight, of tbe name of Apicius, at that time a famous 
epicure, supposed 1o he of the eame family with the second of tbe 
mame, who distinpisbed himself by his gluttony in the reign of 
Tiberius. To avoid a sentence of condemnation, Rutiliue went 
iuto voluntary exile. This did not appease the resentment of the 
eommiesionen. They proceeded lo judgment, and imposed a fine 
that greatly ekeeeded the whole fortune of their devoted victim. 
Rutiliua withdrew lo the very province wbic:b be wu said to have 
plundered, and tllere lived in the highest credit, respected by all 
nnke of men, and honoured by the princes in alliance with Rome. 
The remainder of hie life wu a triumph over hie enemies. Sylla 
snnted him liberty to retiUD to Rome, but he refused lo accept 
~ act of pace. At the breaking out of the civil tran, his frieoda 
IJIIIesled to bim, that in the coovulsioos of the state, it wu pro· 
bable, that the various exiles would be restored to their country. 
"No," Mid RntiliUI, "I will never return: I bad ratber leave m7 
" CO'Uitry to biUib for the iojustiee wbieb I have auft'ered, tbaa 
'~ be an e1e·•itaeu "'the borron of war, and the miseries of a 
" clistnoted people." Duriq his. exile be reviaed aad publilbed 
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the speeches which be had made on diiJ'erent occuioDS at Bmae.. 
He also wrote the bietory of the Numantian wars, and the me
moirs of his own life, tO which Tacitus bas alluded. V eJldas Pa
terculus calls Rutiliua the best man, not only of his own time, bert 
of any age: He exerted himself, says the same historian, in opposi
tion to Tiberiua Gracchus, to support the cause of the senate: ud 
yet that very body became his open enemies. He was prosec:utecl 
for illegal exactions in the province of Asia, and· condemn~ to 

thr great grief of the city of Rome. Quippe eam polutalem tt41di 
equitu Gracchani.l legibw, eum ita mullos dariBsimoe, al~ -.., 
emtitsim01 nror s.Went, tum Publium Rulilium, virum non ~aa~
li M, Bed omnU em optimum, intemJgalum lege r~ 
7htJzimo cum gmritu eil!italil, damnaeerafll. In iis ipri6, qua: prw 
senGtu moliebalur, ieMtum habuit adt~erBarium. See Veil. Patue. 
lib. ii. a. IS. Cicero, De ClariB Oral. s. JUS, 

Emili us Scaurus ia another instance of that conscious integri
ty with which an upright citizen could venture to talk of himself: 
He was consul A. U. C. 639, before the Christian mra 85. He 
was descended from a patrician family; but, having but a mode
rate fortune, he owed his elevation to his talents. He bore for 
many years the honourable title of PIUNCE or THE au.&TE; a ti
tle which added nothing to his power, but gave him great weight 
and authority, implying superior merit, and pre-emintnce in vir
tue. Cicero says of him and Rutilius, that, though exercised in 
the practice of the forum, neither of them could be ranked in the 
first class of orators. They were not deficient io abilities, bot 
eloquence was not their talent. Neuter ftmlmi oraloriB habuit ltau
dem et uterqw U. ttwltil cow t7tt'Balus eriJI. Quamquam iU qui
dem non omnino ingmiurJJ, Bed oralorium iflgenium fkjW. ()( 
Scaurua io partitular, Cicero adds, that io his speeches there wu 
the wisdom of a statesman, and the commanding gravity of a vir
tuous citizto; the more persuasive, as be delivered himself with 
the air of a man, who wu living his testimony, not with the art 
of an advocate pleading a cause. Hia mode of oratory waa DOt 
calculated for tbe meridian of the forum, bot in debate was won
derfully graceful io a man, wbo was prince of the aeuate. Be spoke 
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with prudence, ud his character gave him weight and authority. 
In Scauri orcdione, sapient&, hominis et reeti griMIWB tumma, et 
ftCIIurolis ~ imrot oudorittJB, non ut cousam, sed ut lulim~ 
triurn diure putaru. Hoe diundi genus, ad potrocinia mttfioeriter 
aptwn ftdebcllur: ad senotoriam _,ero tententiam, ttAjus erot Jt.LII: 

PRINCEPs, eel rnaftnc?; rignificobat enim non pruclentiam •olum. ud, 
quod mo.rin.e rem conrimbot, fidem. lh Claris Orot. a. cxi. and 
nii. The character of Scaurus drawn by Sallust, gives a dif· 
lereot idea of that eminent citizen. According to the histori.an, 
he preserved the enerior decencies, the surface of virtue, disguis
ing his puaiona, and artfully concealing his vices; by his birth 
illustrious, enterprising, factious, fond or power, of riches, and tbe 
honours of the state • ..£milius &auras, 1aomo nobilil, impiger,jae
aionu, tJtliduB potent~ honoris, diftliarum; QZtm.cm ftlia lUG cal
lW occullanr. &ll. Jugurth. Delph. edit. p. '78. But the veracity 
ofSallust is sometimes problematical. His own monls were not 
tbe best. He was spiteful to Cicero; he preferred Cesar to Cato, 
and wu not always listed on the side of virtue. Tbe testimony 
of two such men as Cicero and Taeitus may fairly be allowed to 
preponderate against a writer whose integrity is by no means es
tablished. Valerius M.uimus relates a fact that does honour to 
the memory of Scaurua: being accused by one Varina of having 
received a bribe from Mithridates to betray the interest of tbe 
commonwealth, be said in his defence;" lappeal to the citizens 
of Rome, a great majority of whom could not be witnesses of tbe 
conduct I pursued, and the honours I acquired; and I will dare 
shortly to state my case: Varius, a native of Spain, charges Emi
liua Scaurua with venality, and eays that for a royal bribe be was 
a traitor to his country; Emili us Scaurus denies the charge, and 
declares aloud that such a crime is fol'f'ign to hia heart. Which 
of us deservea to be believed?" Tbe magnanimity of the answer 
escited the general admiration; about.a and acciJlmationa followed, 
and to appease the people, the prosecutor desisted from bia wild 
aUempL Qui cum pro rOtlriB ac:cw11retur, tpMHl o rege .Mithridate 
eb rempublicom prodendam petUniam a«epiBBet, CtJUBam IUIIm ito 
"": ~ M, quorunt fMjor port honoriiJUB d GChl ruir inter· 
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,_ ,.. poluit, iftlmoogan: J""Griul ~ ~lf&iliuM &.. 
runa regU ~ eorruptum imperium populi RolnGt&i prodiJU. 
ait: JEmilim Seaunu l&uie" ajfut.ern "" culf• fttBGI. Utri enG
til? Oujul dieli admirationt populua ~ Yariwn ab illd de
tatntiBiima adione pertinaei clamort depulit. v ill. Mu. Dt Fo 
eiti .M, lib. iii. cap. 7. Scaurua had a eoa, who depaerated to 
auch a degree of prodigacy from bia father, that Pliny the elder is 
io doubt, which was the greatest nil. the proaeriptiooa of Sylla, 
or the edileship of Marcua Scaurus. Cuju.s nueio an adilit•,... 
~ prOBtraveril moru ciDilu, ma,jwque lit SyUca malum lanta pri
tligni poltnlia quam prOICriptio lot milliam. Pliny, lib. uxvi. a. 
!4. Io tbe pusage already cited from Cicero DE CL.&IUS Oa.u-o
aJBus, we are told that there was still extant a collectioa of oratiou 
by JEmilius Scaurus, aod his own life in three books, addressed 
to bis friend LDCiua Fufidius; a work of value, which nobody 
read, wbile the Cyropedia, or Institution of Cyrus, was io e'Hry 
hody'a banda: a work, it muat be allowed, of great merit, but, 
excellent 11 it is. neither 10 interestinc to the Romans, oor eu
perior to the Memoire of Scaurus. Hujut et oratioliu IUnt.. 41 
aru ad Lucium Fufolium libri •cripli de "ita ip8iua Gdti, ,,.... 
utilu, t[UDB mmo lep. .f1t Cyri vii ana et diat.Jllinam ltpnt, pNllG
ram illam quidem, 1ed tWqut lam rebtu raoslril apl~ me laiMa 
Scauri laudibut canteponenclam. De Claris Or& e. ll.t. 

(e) It baa b~en already mentioned, that Agricola commanded·-ia 
Britain in the time of Vespasian, Titue, and Domitiaa. Tbe 
reign of tbf' last is tbe evil period intended by Tacitua: see a de· 
seriptioo of it, Hilt. b. i. a. t. 

SacnoN 11. 

( o) Aruleous Rusticue wu tribune of the peep1e A. U. C. 811. 
A. D. 68. Being thea a younc mn of apirit, he wiehed • diltilt
guish bimeelf by an early dieplay of thoee pri•ipJea of boeaar, 
which marked his eeoduet through the remaiader of hia Ji& Ht 
intended by bia tribunitiaa authority to preveot a decree . apiul 
P-ellll TllrueL See .... ., •. ni. •· Jl. JWD1 pi'IMDI',4un., 

Digitized by Goog I e 



1.11'1: OJ' .&.GRICOLA. 161 

tbe ebort tei«n of Vltelliae, be wu · sent at the bead of a• em. 
bassy to treat or terms of M.commoJation with the generals of 
Vespasian'• ormy, then at tile gotes of Rome; but neither the nnk 
of amba11ador, nor the character of the mao, eould protect him 
liom the outn~• commit~ by the eoldiers. Arulenua Ruticue 
wae wounded in the fray, and his lictor was murdered. Hilttory, 
b. iii. s. 80. Pliny the younger makes honourable meation ot 
Aruleous Ruslicue; be eays to his friend, You well know bow I 
lo\red and honoured that excellent man. You know by what 
eneouragemente he eberished my youth, and what praises be be
smwed apoa me at that time, to make me af\emards capable of 
deserving them. Sew enim quantopen ,_mum illllm t7iruua ...,. 
,._,;m ~; quibu ille tulolutentimla •• claortQiioM. 
klfoeeril, .--elim~alaudWU., utlaudandtu~er, effcurit. Lib. 
i. tp. 14. It wa&the misfortune of this eminent citizen to be ia fuour 
at tbe eourt of Oomitian; but between the esteem of a tyrant and 
his jea1ony the partition is thin, aDd hatred soon succeeds. The 
mean compliances of a courtier were foreign to the temper or a maa 
nourished in fhe stoic school, and animated by the tenets of that 
proud philosophy. He wrote the life of his friend Petus Thruea, 
and for that oft'ence was condemned to die. Regulus, a man who 
followed the detestable trade of an informer, undertook the man· 
agement of the prosecution. Pliny, in a letter to one of his friendl, 
says, Did you enr see a more abject wretch than Regulus hae 
appeared, since the death of Domitian, during whose reign bit 
conduct was no less infamous, though more concealed than under 
Nero? He not ooly promoted the prosecution against Arulenut 
Rusticus, but exulted in his death; insomuch that be actually re
cited and published a libel upon bis memory, wherein he atylee 
him the ope qf lite ttoiel; adding that he wu stigmatized b7 tile 
wouad lie reeeiv.ed ia &he cuae of VitelliuL Y'sditlinc fUGA• 

f~UD.Mare. ~ limilioma ••• ,.. '"' ~ 
...._, tUb que ""' ~ jldgiria.COifl•iaei'CII, qucmullb .N.., 
,... lecliora1 Rwtiri ~ paieulum jliNrat, c~ 
1IIOrlc, Olleo t4 ~ reeilwee publi.cwttque, in qtMJ Rl•lliaa 
'-"tllltlr, ..,.., eMm I'I'Oioo&UM IOIIAM Gppfiltlt. Jldjicil fi. 
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• ..~.. • • -· • .,.__ -11-,._,:· ,.,_,_,:_ D .. -J;, L"b .. 
-tdfla eac .. nu -"D··--··· ·.oe·-.. ......,--· ~-· 1 • •· 
ep. 6. The atigma of tbe Jrtle~Mn acar, to which B.f.gulos alluded. 
wu the effect of thf! wound reCf'ived by Aruleous Rustieua ia the 
eamp of Vtspasiau's general. Domitian cooaidered him a• a 
1ullea republican, the more dangerous u he professed tbe baugbty 
4octrine of the s~oie sec:t. Not content with takiog away his life, 
he declared open war againat philosophy io general, aod baoisbed 
the professors of f!Very denomination out ofltaly. Epletetua was 
ia the number. Every liberal art was extinguished, aod the mao· 
aen went to ruin. 

Petus Tbrasea, for wbose panegyric Arulenus Rustieussuft'ered 
death, was a native of Padua. He married tbe daughter of 
Cecioa Petus, by tbe celebrated Arria, wbo perished with ber 
husband in the reign of Claudius, and left a splendid proof ot 
conjugal fidelity aod heroic fortitude. Sbe oot only eocouraged 
her husband to dispatch himself, but set him tbe example, stab
bing herself first, and theil Pftseoting tbe dagger to bim, witb 
abese words: " Petus, it gives oo pain." Martial hu four bcall· 
tifullinea on the subject. 

Caata IUo gladium cum traderet Arria Pato, 
Quem de vieceribua truerat ipa auie; 

Si qua fidea, vulnua, quod f~i. non dOlet, inquit, 
Sed quod tu faciea, hoc mihi, Pate, dolet. 

Jrhanu., Lib. i. epig.14. 

When the chute Arria drew the reeking aword 
From her own bl't'ut, and gave it to her lord; 
The wound, abe aai.t, believE' me, I deapiae; 
I feel tbat only by • ·hicb Pctua diea. 

Their soo-in-law, Petus Thrasea, was oftbe stoic 1ehool; ia Hll· 

timent and tbe whole tenour of bis conduct wound up to the 
highest pitch of that bouted sect. He bad the courage to be a 
virtuous citizen under the tyraooy of Nero. Tacita• bu made 
honourable mention of him in sundry places; .annaz,, b. sii. s. 49. 
b. xiv. s. tS and 48. Nero at leactb was.determined to cut bim o~ 
aod in bis penon to destroy virtue itself. A prosecutor was, ac· 
eerdiacly, fouod; all bia prailc-wortb7 actiou were aummed up,/ 
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aod by the court logic of the times, stated as so many crimes. 
It was urged against him, tbat when Nt-ro's letter, giving an ac
count of the death of Agrippina, was read in the senau, Thrasea 
rose from his seat, and len the houst; that he seldom attended the 
juvenile sports, instituted by the emperor; when the fathers were 
on the point of condemning a poet to death for a copy of vents, 
he was the author of a milder sentence; and finally, that be dicl 
not assist at the funeral of Poppea, a new divinity, whom Ntro 
sent to the gods by a kick on the belly.· .llnnals, b. ni. s. 21. He 
was allowed to choose his own mode of death. Arria. his wife, 
worthy of her mother of the same name, wanted to share the fate 
of her husband, but was dissuaded by his advice. Tbrasea died 
with the tranquillity of a philosopher. See tbe account, &mall, 
b. xvi. s. 84 and 85, and also tbe .llppendiz to b. ni. By his 
wife, Arria, be left a daughter, named F ADIA, who was married 
to his friend, Helvidius Priscua. Pliny the younger bas placed her 
character in the most amiable light. He describes her emaciated 
by a fit of illness, in a total decay, with nothinr; but her spints to 
aupport her, and a vigour of mind worthy of the wife of Helvidiua, 
and the daughter of Tbrasea. He adds, She will be, after her 
decease, a model for all wive•~ and, perhaps, worthy to be deem
ed an example of fortitude by men. Tbe whole JeUtr is in a straiD 
of tender affection, and bas all the beauties of style and tentimeot 
tbat distinguish that elegant author. B. vii. ep. 19. 

(b) Senecio was a native of Spain, bom in the province of 
B<etica, where be served the office or questor in the reign of Do· 
111itian, and never aapired to any higher honour. Not choosing to 
be a candidate for tbe magistracy, he was considered as an obsti· 
nate republican, hoatile to the established goVtmment, and a 
friend to innovation. He undertook the proaecution of BebiUI 
Maua, who was charged with extortion during his government in 
Spain. By the appointment of tbe senate, be bad tbe younger 
Pliny for bis coadjutor in that busineu. Massa was convicted, 
IDd his eft'eets sequestered. Plilly relates the fact, in a letter to 
hi• friend Tacitus; and being persuaded that the historical works 
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of auch a writer would be immortal, be begs to liave a aiebe ia. 
that temple of fnme. II~ says be, we are solicitous to have 0111' 

pictures drawn by the best artist, ought we not to desire that oar 
conduct may be described by the ableat historian? Au~ (...: 
me Jallit avgurium) hillorias ltu18 immortalu fut•rat, fUO .,..U iBit 
(~~ jtllebor) inltri cupio. Nam ri we nobil cur• &Old, til 
faciu ROilra ab oplimo quoque arli~ espri11wuur, AORr&e dc6caw 
QPLare, "' operibuB nostril similis lui wiptor prU.U:atorqu.c cotltia
gat'l Lib. vii. ep. 38. Tacitus was, probably, writing the historJ 
of Domitian, in whose reisn Bebius Maasa was condemned. Plia1, 
u wellu Cicero, wished to live in history. Mootaignecoodcmu 
them both, as instanct:a of immoderate ambition; but let it be re
naarked, says Mtlmotb, that the ambition of Pliny will appear far 
eJOre reasonable than that of CicE-ro. The latter does not scruple 
~ press his friend, l .. ucceius, to transgress tbe rule& of histof7, 
and to break the bounds of truth i& bia favour. Te plane, at.. al

p dicam rogo "' et onw ea tlthemtftliuB quomforlaue Baal"' t1 
'-fu h.Vlorlt. rugligat. amorique nollro plwculwn etiaa fi"D c:oa
aclU t~rifU largiaris: wbereu Pliuy, with a Dobler spirit, u
preesly declares, that be does not desire Tactlua should hciptea 
the facts, for actions of real worth need oaly be set in their true 
liclJt. Nam nee lailtoria debet tgredi Nrilalem, .et l&onutc fGCIU 
writauu.flicit. See Cicero to Lucceiua, lib. v. ep. 12; aod MC 

Pliny to Tacitus, llb. vii. ep. 33. It does not appear that PliG7 
incurred any danger for the part be acted against Bebius Maaa; 
~Jut Senecio, who was the first mover io that busioeas, piOYoked 
• aumber of eneaoiea He bad written tbe life of HeiYidius, aocl 
that work gave biiD the inisbing blow. Tbe praise bestowed ap
on that excellent man ioftamed the rage of Domitiaa. Mettiaa 
Carua, a notorious prosecutor of tlae beat mea in Rome, stood forth 
u tlae accuser of Senecio, who acknowledged himself the auther 
of dae book, but urge~ in .his defence, that he wrote it at tbe de
lirt of Faaoia, the widow of Helvi4ius. Plioy iafonu us tba& 
Fa~aoia was cited to appear before tbe seaate. The proeecutor, ia 
a toAe of menaee, asked her, Did JOU •Gkuuch a nquat1I 010. 

Did you .., him will& fliCIIaiall? l01o Sftl'JJ IWI. Will iC tril.\ 
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lhelct&otlle4lge of your molh.t-, llrria'J IT w u NOT. Throughout the 
whole of ber esaminalioo, not a word betrayed the amalleet symp
tom offear. Sbe had the courage to preserve a COJlY of the nry 
book, which tbe seoatr, overawed by the tyranny of the times, 
had ordered to be 1upprened; and taking care to prese"e the hie
tory ol ber bosbancJ, •he carried with her the cause of ber exile. 
Ndm CIM &rueio re"' usd, qwxl de t~ilti Htltridii libr01 eotnpo
MIIel, rsgGitmi9"' u a F.....ta in dtjmNmt diziuel, qum-tlllt 
tJrinaeiter .MettU, Caro A}'( ROOASIET? rtrporulil, RoG-"VI • .at. com
....,ariot ~Ct'if*ro dtfliud'J Daot . .8ruciaate malrt'J NEacrlt!fTE. 
Potlrmw taulla• t~ocem etderltem periculo emisit. QuiA ttia,a Ul8f 

iplot libr01, quMIIIJU6m a mtelritalc d melu tmpinwn ollolit61 ,,... 
atw couullo, ""'atlit, htahit, lvlilqut ira uilium esilii cat&Bmll. Lib. 
Yii. r.pisl 19. This was the tbird time of her ping into e1ile. She 
had accompanied ber hUsband twice in the same dis«raee, un
der Nero, and under Vespasian. ller mGther, .~rria, Thraaea's 
widow, was b&Disbed for a like cause; for the history of HeiTi· 
dius, written, as already mentioned, by Arulenue R.usticus. Dur
ing these pro8ectltions,.tbe senators were held buiesed by a pa~ 
ty of armed 10ldien; they did not dare te utter a tentiment, ot 
even to groan under the tyranny oftbe times; &bey were truly, aa Pti
Dy deseribee tbem, a timid and apeecbltu allembly, where to epeak 
your mind was dangerous; aDd to declare what you did not think, 
was the wont state of te"itude. Prosptsintul cwi11m; sed euriat 
1'8EPIDAH d ELIJCG11EM, cua diem quod fltllu, perif:Uloeum; 9f*l 
...UU, mistrum end. See b. viii. rp. 14. 8eaecio, fOr his praite 
of Helvidi•, was found «uilt1, and, to 1lut tbe cruelty of Domi
tiaa, adjudged to death. Hit work was burat by the public aeca
tioDen. For more Of Bebiua Maata, aocl Mcui• Cart~~, 1ft thia 
Tract, •· 46. 

Hclvidiaa Prieeaa, the aabject of Senecio'• panegyric, wu 
IJorO at Tarracina, a 11111Dicipal towo in Italy. He wa• coa6rmed 
io tbe clectriDa of tile stoic tehool by hit father-in-law, Petut 
Tbntea. Hia character, llra"o by die masterly band of Taci• 
toe, may bP aeea, HUt. b. if. L 6. He act.d, It all &iam, tbe 

put et a firm, a 'rirteo•, IRd iallcpeadea& ••atot. Wbea 
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Thruea was doomed to death by Nero, Helvidius wu inToiYecl 
in the ruin of his father-in-law, and sent into banishment. See 
.8Mall, b. xvi. s. ~6. After the death of Nero, be returned to 
Rome, and io the senate delivered a vebemrnt speeeb against 
~rius Marcellus, the chief inatrument io the destruction of 
"Thruea. Hut. b. iv. s. 4S. Being advanced to tbe dipity 
of pretor, be auisted at tbe laying of tbe first stone of the 
capitol wbicb was then to be rebuilt, A. U. C. 8U, of the 
Christian era 70. Hill. b. iv. s. 6S and 54. lo the reign of 
V npaaiao he was considered u a determined republican, and 
u such, charged by his enemies with a design to restore tbe 
old constitution. Dio Cauius, who ol\eo betrays a secret no
cour towards eminent characters, represents Helvidies u a 
~Violent partisan, adverse to the established goTeroment, a de
claimer in praise of the old democracy, and ol\eo lauochioc 
out into fierce invectins against Veapuian. Had this picture 
been copied from tbe life, it is not probable that two ncb mea 
u Tacitus and Pliny would have mentiooed him in terms of 
retpect little short of veneration. It is true, that be frequentiJ 
llood in opposition even to Vespasian; another Ca~ against 
Cesar. The emperor was at len~b so far irritated as to forbid 
him the senate. Do you mean, aaid Helvidius, to exclude me 
for ever? No, replied Veapuian; attend tberr, if you will, but 
you muat be a aiiCDt aenator. Tbeo, said Helvidius, you must 
aot call upOn me for my opinion; if I am called upon, I shall 
clelinr it with the freedom of an honest man. This diacourse 
10 enraged Vespuian, that, forgeUiog himaelf, and his cha
racter, be threatened Helvidius with death. The intrepid 
atoic returned tbe following anawer: " I did not aay, that ·I am 
" immortal: you may, if you will, put me to death: in so doing 
" you will act roua part; and, in dying without fear or trem
" bliog, I aball act JURE." This is recorded by Arrian, io .his 
Memoirs of Epicurua, u au aoswer worthy of a Roaaao, aocl 
a diaciple of the atoic tebool. His conduct, from the opeaiog 
of V espaaian'• reigo, waa such u gan umbrage to the court. · 
WbeD aU ruakl of men weat forth to meet the emperor oa bia 
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arrival in Italy, Helvidiua did not ealute him by the name of 
Ceear, but treated bim u if be bad been no more than a pri· 
nte man. In the edicts which be i11ued in bit office of pnetor, 
be made DO mention of the emperor. Suetoniua, Life of JTup. 
a. 16. TbeH and other circumatancee conepired apinat biQI, 
Maciuue, it ia reasonable to auppoee, inftamed th~ indignation of 
the emperor, and, at lensth, prevailed upon bim to abandon Hel- · 
Yidiu to the judgment of the aenate. He wu eeat into ~xile, 
and 1000 alttr followed by an order for· bia execution. Veapa
sian, according to s~toniua, diapatebed mtuengera to counter
mand the eentence; but it wu either too late, or the emperor was 
impoaed upon by a false account that the blow waa already atruck. 
In thia 10anaer Helvidiua fell a victim. He left a daughter by 
i'annia, of whom nothing is kao•a: be alao left a aon, the i11ue 
of bia first muriage, for a further account of whom, aee this 
Tnct, a. slv. Tbe Roman atory, aaya Lord Orrery ( .R.clrb 
011 Pliny, b. vii. ep. 19), caa aot produce aaotber instance of 10 

iiiUitriCHII a family. diatingnilbed by 'a aucceaaion equally bright 
ia heroes ud beroina, married among tbemaelvea, and more 
clolcly allied by tbeir virtaea than by their marriagea. 

Lilt of lite Fawrily. 
CJEcnu. P..t:roa marrit'd the first Aaau. 
Taa.&a&A P.croa married their daughter, the aecond Aaau. 
H&LVJDrua Paracus married F.&ltlfJA, tbe daughter of the se-

cond Aaau.. 
HEL1'1DIUS tbe younger (SOD of HRLVIDIUS Parscua by bia first e 

wife) marrietl ANTEIA~o tbe daugHter of Publiua Aoleiua, who, 
from hia attachment to Agrippina, fell a sacrifice 1o the jealousy 
of Nero. See~, b. :rvi. a. 14; -

Tbus ataads the genealogy of this distinguished bouae. 

(c) The custom of deatroying books is of ancirnt date, and waa 
cbiefty eserciaed under deepotic governmenta. Before the invee
tion of printing, there wu no way of muJtiplyiog copies but by 
the industry of tranaeribers, aDd, at tbat time, the vengeance of 
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mea in power mipt eucceed. At preeent the c:oiDIIIOn laaosma 
may bure one or more copiee ol a work deeenecHy cond~ 
to the 8a•ee; nt the trienda·o£ H'ditioa will take care to be pro
Yided with a number, and even the curious will Kive them a place 
in their cabioete. It bu been DMntioned in tbe laet DOte, lila& 
Fannia, the widow of Helvidiua, carried the me•oin o( ber 
hutband into uile; and yet tboee monalllftltl of poiue, u Taci
tus call• them, have not come down to poaerity. It mUtt be a&l
mitted, that, where the people live uodrr a conetitation • well 
mixed and balanced, that liberty and property are fally eecured, 
tboee who are intrusted witb tbe admiDi1tratioe are bound by tbeir 
dulJ to the public, to put tbe Ia"• in foree, in order to crab the 
eeedJ of treaeon aad rebellioo. Tbie principle prevailed ia the 
beet daya of the Roman republic; and accordingly we read ia 
Livy, that, in the eecond Punic war, when inaovatioos in tbe re
lipo. rites of the Romans were introduced by tumukuous aAea• 

Wiee ia the cit1 of Rome, the edilet and triumviri were lbarply 
accoMd by dae senate, for not preventing aucb abueea ud dia
erderly meetings. ~i grtlt1iUr a6 1et101u dilu ,....,..,..... 
capilalu, quod taM prolrihtrlfll. The 10ae writer adds, that, the 
miacbief being found too etrong for the ordinary magistratee, the 
pretor of the city, to whom tbe busioeu was committed by the 
fatben, iuued hie edict, whereby all penone who bad in their 
poseeeeioo any booke, that coutained either prediction•, forms of 
prayer, or religioue c:eremoniee, were enjoined to deliver up tbe 
eame before the next eneuing calende of April. Ubi polflftliut jora 

• -.e td ..,._ sptHJruil, quaa ul minoru per rttagillra.tus Hclaretur, 
Mareo Atilio, proaori urbit, fttgotium ab 1ertah& datun• ut, ut hie 
Nligitmibut populum liWaret. I• et in con~cioru NftCIIw·conaul
tum reciiooit, d edizil, ut quicu~nfUt librot ealiciaot, precatilmUtJe, 
Gul arlcm ltlC!rifiCIJildi eorucriptGDI haberd, eorlthrot OIIIRU ad u emit 
etJkndaa Aprile• defm'd. Livy, lib. :uv. •· 1. Under the em· 
peron, when public liberty wu extiuguisbed. every tbiag was 
tuned into crime of violated majeety. Cremuaioe Cordus bad 
pnilell Brutut in hie anoala, and called Cllliue lite lall '"" .RD
tiiM. For tbie he wu oblipl to finish' hie daye by a tolal absti-
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aeoce fronaif'ood, and his work wn ordered .to be burnt by the 
edilea. But lhey remaiaed, says Tacitus, io printe banda, and 
were circulated uotwithstaodiog the prohibition. The biatoriaa 
adds, that aotbiog 10 clearly shows the stupidity of the men, who 
faoey, that by aa act of arbitrary power. they ~ao prevent the 
knowl~:dge ol after tiea. Genius gains ltrengtb aod authority 
from persecution; and the £oreigu deapots, who have bad reeoune 
to &be same violent measures, bave only aueceeded to agrante 
their own disgrace, and raiae the glory of the writer. ~, 
b. iv. •· S6. W • read in Seneca, tbat this way of paoisbiDg in· 
dividuals, when nothiag in their writiop aft'rcted the public, wu 
introduced by Augustus ia the c:ase of Labienus, a man of genius 
and an eminent orator. His fame was great, and the _applause of 
the public was rather extorted. than voluntarily given. No maa 
objected to his character, who did not pay a tribute to his talents. 
Against this man a new puoishmtnt was invented; by tht coutri
vanc:r of his enemies all his books were burnt by the public ele· 
cutioner. Seneca concludes his account oftbis proceeding with 
a fine rdcction. The policy, he says, of punishing naen for tbeir 
literary merit was altogether new. Happily for the good of man· 
kind, this species of tyranny was not devised before the days or 
Cicero. What would have beec the consequence, if the triurnvi· 
rate bnd been able to proscribe the genius of that consummate 
orator? The gods, in their just dit1pensations, took care that this 
method of crusbiug the pow en of the mind, by illegal oppression, 
should begin at the point of time when all genius ceased to exist. 
&1 not74 d insttda, 8Upplicia dt ingeniil BWni. Quid eninafuturum 
foil, ri ingenium Cietronil triumftril libuillet pr01cribert'l Dii 
mdita~, quod eo ~eculo isto ingeniorum 8UpplicitJ et!ptrunt, quo d 
mgenia derimml. Seneca, Controo.Jib. v. in pNjalim&e. Lord 
Bacon bu a beautiful thought on this subject. 7'111 ptmW&ing of 
teitl enlumcu their avtkority; mtd a jtWbiddm tDrilittg is thought 
to be 11 etrtain 6park of truth, t/WJl jliu up in the fau of th01t who 
IUk to tread it out. Tbe reflection is, certainly, just; but let it 
aot encourage the schismatics, the seditio11 iuceodiaries, and 
tbe clubs iostituted for the purposes of a11arcby and wild ~em•o· 
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tion. It is TRUTH, and TRUTH only, that Jliu •P . .,. Cle fta 
of its oppreseon. When tbe 1001 of faction tell us, IMl ... ill 
eWil tocittyare hom equcal; that in tbia country w btle no eouli· 
tuticm; that the IUUUiion to the croum ecaa fNII be lintiUd by a.,, 
lord•, Clftd comtnOrU; and that the whole body of the people, wbo, 
on every demiae of the crown, have unequivocally declared tbeir 
concurrence, latJee no potWI' to conttnl to IUCft • law; when dM 
abetton of innovation advance theae, and other propositions, 
equally wild and frantic, let them remember, that all good mea 
throughout the nation have trod their doetrinea under foot, and 
that disappointment and contempt must be their portion. 

Hot, en•iou., noisy, proud. tbe ~eribbling fry 
Bum, hiu, and bounce, waete paper, ltink, and die. 

(d) Pliny describea the aenate in a atate of atupefaction, for· 
1etting almost every thing, the liberal arts, and the rulea and pri· 
vilegea of their own order. In such times what uaeful knowledge 
could be acquired? The aenate was convened to do nothing, or to 
be plunged in guilt and cruelty. They were either a laughing· 
stock, or the instruments of tbe vilest tyranny. The fathen were 
involved in the calamitiea of the ti~~tea; the citizens of Rome 
paned under oppreaaion during a number of yean; and, in that 
dreadful period, their faculties were debated, and the vigour oC 
their minds utterly extin§Uished. Quid tunc dilcipoluit1 quid cfi. 
dicitte jwit'l cum tenalut aut ad otium, aut ad """"""" rujat eo· 
caretur; e& modo ludibrio, modo dolori rdefttUI, rat&fi9'UCIIII .,;, 
triltia $tqJC eenm"e&. Eadem mala jmn lenaloru,jam pfll"fitipu rna· 
lonlm, mult01 per cmti08 ftdimuttulimwque, quibut ingenia twttna, 
in p01terum qtU~qtU hebetata, fracta, contutcJ IUfll. Pliny. lib. viii. 
ep. 14. But amidst all this tame resignation, a sente of injuries, 
however suppreaaed, was raokling io every breast. Men could 
not forget the musacre of so many citizena of consular rank, and 
the banishment of the most illustrioua women in Rome. See Me· 

tion xlv. and note (a) . They groaned under the yoke of bondage, 
aod yet felt, in secret, that liberty "u the aatural elemcat of a 
Romao. 

\ 
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SE.CTIOI.'f Ill. 

(a) On the death of Domitian, that emperor's acts were re
scinded, and Nerva began his reign, A. U. C. 8-&9; he adopted 
Trajan in October or November, 850, and died on or about the 
list January, 851. Trajan, from that time. was called Nerva 
Trajanus. As Nerva is not called Dtvus, that is, the DEJI'IED 
NERVA, Lipsius and most of the commentators have inferred that 
Nerva was still alive. But how Trajan, in that short time be
tween his adoption and the commencement of his reign, could be 
said to be every day inctcasing the public happiness, is not easy 
to comprehend. It seems more probable that be was emperor ot 
Rome when Tacitus wrote the Life of Agricola, and the compli· 
ment paid to him in section xlv. implies that he was then the · 
reigning prince. The words are, In hac beatimma sreculi luca 
principtm Trajanum ridere; in this rera of public felicity to ste 
Trajan on the imperial seat. That wish of Agricola would, surely, 
not have been so openly expressed during the life of another 
prince. However the fact may be, it is certain that Nerva crowd
ed into his short reign a number of virtues, which were imitated 
by Trajan, Hadrian, and both the Antonines; a period of ninet¥ 
years, which may be truly called the golden age of the empire. 

(b) The public security, SECURITAS PUBLICA, was an inscrip
&ion on the medals or the time5. Though, in the very outset of 
bis reign, Nerva showed himself disposed to favour civil liberty, 
yet Pliny gives an extraordinary picture of Rome in that very 
period. The servitude of former times, be says, left the citizent 
in a total ignorance or all liberal arts, and a gro!JS obli,ion of tb~ 
tenatoritn Ia"• and privileges. For who Is willing to leam what 
it of no kind of use? It is difficult to retain what you acquire; 
without constant eJ:ercise. The return of liberty found us rudi 
and ill-iostructed; and yet, ebarmed witb the oovelty or public 
freedom, we are forced to resolve before "e upderstand. P~ 
temporum aemlus, ul alia"'m optimarum artium, ric ttiam juris se· 
Mloriioblitlionem quamdam et ignorantiam induzit. Quotus mim quis
que tam palida, ul velit discere quod in""' non lit habitunu'I.O.dde, 
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quod difficile ut ter&ert, '1"42 acceperis. nisi ezertta~. ll~ ~ 
libtrtas ncdu nos el imperitos ckprehtndit, cujU6 dulceJiM ane•ti, 
eogimur quedam facert. antequam r&088e. Pliny, lib. viii. ep. 14. 
This deac:ription applies directly to a neighbouring natioo. They 
were intuicated with the acqui1ition of liberty, but did oot •· 
dentand the nature of a fret' coostitution. They were wone thaa 
the blind mentioned by Tacitus, and aftf'J' him by Montaqoiea~ 
they built CnALCEDON, while they bad BTZAl'ITIUM in their view. 
The Romans, as we see in Pliny's account, proceeded ia a dif. 
ferent manner: they employed themselves in the study of tbeir 
ancient laws, in order to settle a regular government, and their 
endeavours were seconded by the \'irtues of Nerva Trajaa. 

{c) Fifteen years was the period ofDomitiao's reign. Tacitus 
speaks of it with horror, and promises to review the tyranny aad 
abject slavery of those dismal times. It is to be regretted, that 
such a savage as Domitian bas escaped from th~ pen of Tacitus. 
Dad his work come down to us, we should have seen the tyrut 
atretcbed oo the rack of history. The memorial of happiness un
der Nerva and Trajan, which be also promis~d, was either nevu 
fiJtiabed, or is oow unfortunately lost. 

SECTION IV. 

(a) Forojulium was a colony in Narbonne Gaul, oow called 
Fwus, or FREJuLEs, situated at the mouth of the river AGE!fS, 
OJI the Mf'diterranean, about forty miles north-east of Toulon. It 
was originally a place of considerable magnificence, as appean iD 
a poem written by MicHAEL HosPJTA._, chancellor of France; io 
which, after mentioning Forojulium, thea reduced to a small city, 
he describes the ruins of a pompous theatre, the grand arches, tbe 
public baths, and the aqueducts. He adds, that the structure at 
the port was laid io ruins, and where there was formerly a port, 
it iJ now a dry shore, with adjacent gardena. 

lnde FoNm Julil, parvam nunc Yenimue urbem, 
Apparent nteria natigia mapa theatri\ 
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Ingentes areut, et the-rmz, et ductu• aquarum; 
App1ret mole1 antiqui diruta portu1; 
Atque ubi portu erat, aiccum nunc littut, et hortl. 

J'i9 

Delphin Edition of T•cJTOt, Yol. iv, p. 176, 

(b) The management of all the fortign revenues was in the 
hands of the Roman knights. Augustus left the appointment or 
some of the provinces tO the discretion or the senate, and rese"ed 
others for his own nomination. The last we~ called procurolore• 
CtUaril, imperial proeuratorB, and were either created Roman 
knights by virtue of their employment, or considered as of equal 
dignity. Tbe money collected by the officers of the senate was 
paid into tbe public treasury ( .Erarium ), and that of the imperial 
procurators into the i'Iscus, or exchequer of the prince. The ra
pacity of these men may be reckoned among the causes that finally 
wrought tbe downfal of the empire. See .8nnols, b. xii. s. 60. 

(c) Seneca baa given an admirable character of Agricola'• 
father. If, says be, we need the example of a great and exalted 
mind, let us imitate Julius Greeinus, that excellent man, whom 
Caius C~eaar (Caligula) put to death for no other reason, than be
cause he had more virtue than a tyrant could endure. Si eumplo 
magni animi opw ut, utamur Grcuini Julii, lliri egregii, quem 
CaiUB Ouar occidit, ob hoc unum, quod meliOr f1ir euet, quam U84 

,pemquam tyranno apediret. De Beneficiis, lib. ii. s. 21. He 
wrotr. books of husbandry, and his delight in agriculture is suppo
sed to have given the name of Agricola to his son. 

(d) Marcus Silanus was highly respected, not only for bis birth 
and rank, but also for his eminent virtues. He bad the misfor· 
tune of being father-in-law to Caligula. He incurred the hatred 
of that tyrant by his honest counsels. He enjoyed the privilege 
of being tbe first, whose opioioo was asked by the consul in the 
senate: but to deprive him of that honour, Caligula ordered, that, 
from that time, all of consular dignity sl1ould vote according to 
their seniority. He endeavoured to prevail on Julius Greeioua 
(mentioned io the last note} to undertake ~o accusation against 
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Silan111. but not saceeedi~ag, be at length too~ away his life OD a 
frivolous pretence. Though the weather was rough, the tyrant 
chose to make a litde voyage by sea. Silanus, with whom that 
element did not agree, ncused himself from being of the party. 
This was construed into a crime. CAiigula preteoded tlaat be 
staid at Rome, in ·order to make himself master of the city ia 
case any accident should befal tbe prince: and for that reason 
compelled him to cut hie throat with a razor. Crevier's Emperm, 
vol. iii. b. '7. • 

(e) We know nothios of Agricola's mother beyood the excel· 
lent character given of her by Tacitu1. Like aome of the best aod 
aoblest of the Romao matrons, abe atteoded to the education ofber 
aoo, which at Rome was a matter of tbe fint importance. The 
reader will find the advantages of the materaal care stated at 
large in tbe Dialogue concerning Oratory, •· 28. 

(/) This city ( oow Maneillea) was founded by a colony of 
the Phorteans, who carried with them the polished mannen aod 
the literature of Greece. Strabo says, the Romeo nobility bad 
beelt used to tra\·el to Athens for their improvement, but of late 
were conteat to visit Massilia, or Marseillea. See Tacitus, 4ft· 
RGla, b. iv. s. 48. 

(g) Military science, a thorough knowledge of .the laws, aod" 
the powen of eloquence, were the accomplishments by which a 
citizen ofRome raised himself to the bonoun of the magistracy, 
and the consulship. This was not only the raae during tbe re· 
public, but continued under the emperon. The man wbo devo· 
ted himself to the speculations of philoaopby, or to a life of lite· 

. rature, could oot, by those ab11tract studies, open his way into the 
senate. Agricola was aware of this, and therefore relinquished 
the metaphysical systems, to wbich be felt himseJf strongly ad· 
dicted. 

SECTION v. 
~o) Suetoniua Paulinus was sent by Nero to command ia Bri· 
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-taia. A. U. C. 814, ud oftbe Chrietian era6t. Ofthieof&cer, 
one of the ableat that Rome produced during tbe firat century of 
tbe Chriltian era, an ample character is gino by Tacitus, Aataall, 
b. xiv. a. 19. We learo fropa the elder Pliny, diat in ' the begin-

. oing of the reign of Claudiue be commaoded in Mauritaoia, and, 
having defeated tbe barbarians in. several baUiea, laid waste the 
country 81 far u MoWit Atlu. Pliny, lib. v. a. I. After the deatb 
of Galba, be fought on the aide of Otho apinlt Vitellius; and be 
ing c:ompelled, againat hia own judpent,· to buard a baltle at 
Bedriaeum, be did not dare, aRer bis defeat, to return to bie camp, 
but aand bimeelf by 8igbt. Hut. b. ii. a. 44. He afterwards 
patched up a recoociliatioo with Vitellius; ffllt. b. ii. s. 60. In 
Britain he signalized bimeelf by his great military taleota; and ia 
that aebool of war Agrieola, thea about twenty yeare old, acqui,... 
ed that espt>rieoce, which enabled him, ia proceaa of time, to re
dace the whole ialaad to 1ubjectioo. 

(6) Rank in the Roman armiea, such 81 tribune or centurion, 
wu the claim of m~rit. It was, for that reaaon, tlae cuatom of 
108118 mea of illuatrioua families to attend io the train of the ge
aenl, ia order to Jearn the first rudimeata of war, or, in the mo
dena pbraee, ro ,. mnee. The young o8icer Jived at bead quar
ters. By learning to obey, be was taught how to command at a 
loture time. He bore some resemblance to wbat the Freoch bave 
ealled an aide de camp. Suetooius says that Julius Cesar's first 
eampaign wu in Asia, as tent-companion to Marcus Thermus 
tbe praetor. Slipmdia prima feci~ in .11M, .Marci Thmni priZio· 
ri1 contubtmio. Suet. in Jul. Ctu. s. !. 

(c) Tbere were so aany candidates for the rank of tribane, 
that the general, in order to divide his favours, oRen granted those 
eomminions for the term of six mootbs. Tbus we see Pliny, in a 
letter to Souius, requesting a six montbs tribuneship fof' .. Calvi
aiua, wbom be commeoda in tbe higlicel terms. 1/unc r•go ~e~tau
tri trihwwu ~tm u Bibi d at~UACUlojacw. Lib. iv. ep. 
•· It is probable, laowever1 tbat Agricola's merit obtained a full 
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eommi .. ion; but be did not avail himself of his preferment to pia 
his comtnealul, which Grooovius calls, jw a6aenlia a lipia, the 
right of being absent from the eoloun. Tboae exemptioos froaa 
duty were often improperly granted to the great detriment of the 
service, as we see in the History, b. i. s. 46. 

(d) While Suetonius was employed in the reduction of the Isle. 
of Mona, now Jlngluey, the chief seat of the Druids, and coose
quently the centre of superstition, the Britons, taking adY&ntage 
of his absence, rose in arma; and, headed by Boadicea, queen of 
the lceni, attacked the Roman atations, and laid a scene of blood 
and carnage in every quarter. No leu than 70,000 were put te» 
the sword without distinction. Suetonius with his small army 
marched back through the heart of the country, to tbe protectioa 
of London, then a ftouriahing city; but he found, on his arriYal, 
that the place was not tenable. He abandoned it to the mercileu 
fury of the enemy, and it was accordingly reduced to ashes. But 
this cruelty was revenged by Suetonius in a great and decisive 
battle, in which 80,000 Britons are aaid to have perished. Boa
dicea put an end to her life by poison. See the account at luce, 
.llntuJU, b. xiv. a. 19, to the end of section 87. In this important 
acene ef military operations, a miud like that of Agrieola, youag, 
intent, and ardent, could not fail to prepare himself for that re
nowu, which he was deatined to acquire by the complete couquest 
of the ialand. 

SECTJOR VI. 
(a) The questonhip was the first office entered upon by those 

wbo aspired to the higher m~istracies. It might be undertaken 
at the age or twenty-four. Thus in the .flnnala, b. iii. s. 29, we 
find Tiberi us applying to the senate to introduce the eldest sou of 
Germanicus, before be was qualified by his age, 

(b) SaJvius Titianus was the brother ofOtbo, who, for a short 
time, was emperor of Rome. During the competition with Vitel
llus, be was the commandu in chief of bit brother's army. Hi• 

Digitized by Goog I e 



LIFE OJ' AGRICOLA. 183 

l'&lh eouoae)e hurried on the laet decisive action at Bedriacum, 
where his party was totally ruined. He su"ived that defeat, and 
the victor did not think him worthy of his resentment. See more 
of him, Hilt. b. i. and ii. 

(c) The office of tribune owed ite origin to a violent dispute 
between the patricians and plebeiane, A. U. C. 260; when tbe 
latter, making a defection, could not be reduced to order, till they 
obtained the privilege of choosing eome magistrates out ~f their 
own body, for the defence of their libertiee, and to ward oft' all 
grievance• imposed upon them by their superion. At first two 
only were elected; three more wer.e added in a abort time; and A. 
1J. C. !97, the number increued to ten, which continued ever 
al\er. Whoever ie convereant in Roman History, will recollect 
that these new officen, appointed at first ae the redressen of griev
ances, usurped the power of doing almoet whatever they pleased. 
They were reputed saer06cmdi, which they confirmed by law; 10 

that it was deemed au act of impiety to interrupt them when they 
were speaking. Their interpoeiog in matten debated by the ee· 
nate wae called inttrccuio. and their authority was declared by 
one word, n:To. The emperon left them little more than the 
name and shadow of magistracy, by contriving to have the eame 
power vested in themselves: hence they were eaid to be tribunitia 
potutate donati. See .8rmah, b. i. 1. 2. Pliny the younger states 
hie opinion of the nature of the office, and says, when be was tri
bune, be declined to plead in any cause; not thinking it fit, that 
be, who could command otben to be silent. should himself be si
lenced by an hour-glass. Def(l'(fM orbitrabar hunc, qui jubtre pos· 
set tacere quemcumque, huic lilcnlium clepsydra indici. Lib. i. ep .. 
!S. 

(d) The office or praetor was tint instituted in the year of Rome 
889, to gratify the patrician order with a new dignity, in consi
deration of their having resigned the consulship to the choice of 
the people. Livy, b. "Vii. •· 1. In process of time, eight praeton 
were chosen annually, and had their separate provinces in the ad-
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ministration of joeliee. One bad .juriediction in all private caaiU 
between the citizens of Rome; the second decided in all suits be
tween strangers and the inhabitants of Rome. One wu called 
PR.t:TOR URBA!(us; the other, PR.t:TO&PEBE&atl(UI. Livy, b. ui¥'. 
e. 44, e:rpmsly mentions these distinct officee. Tbe other sis 
preton were to sit in judpe~t in all criminal matters. Tbe au· 
tbority of the judge, who- pl'l!eided ia civil eauMS, was called .nr
RIIDICTto: when the proceeding wu for crimea and miedemu
non, i~ took the name of Q&sno: if before an extraordinary ju· 
dicature, it wu then termed COG!(tno. So the matter ie accu
rately esplained by Lipeiua. But the new magietrate created bJ 
Augustus, called th~ governor of the city, P&&FECTUI uu11, 10011 

absorbed, and drew into his own vorte:r, the whole basinae of the 
police, and the cognizance of all offences. See .a...az., b. vi. s. 10 
and 11. The senators and patricians, their wiTa and 1001, were 
cited te appear at the bar of tbe senate; bat, ia all cues, it wu 
competent to the penon accused, to remove the cause before Cbe 
prince himself, who either beard it in his cabinet, or referred it 
to the prefect of the city, or else to a board of special commit· 
eionen. Hence the pretoriaa disnity bad little more lhao the mere 
shadow of authority. Boetiua calla it an empty name, a mere i•· 
eambrance on the senatorian rank. fll4M ROmeta, d NIIGtorii _... 
"" graMn tareiftam. C0111ol. Plailotoph. lib. iii. As the preton 
drew Iota amons t~auelvea, and each mao took the proTiace u
signed to him by chance, we find that the bearing of ciTil caUNt, 
called JURISDICTIO, did not fall to the ehare of Agricola. For tbct 
rest, the prefect of the city, meet probably, relieved him from 
the care of public oft'encee. Heace ootbiag nmailled for him, 
during the 'vhole year of his pretonhip, bat the ubibitioo of 
public spectacles, and tbe amusement of the populace. 

(e) Nero ma put to death, A. U. C. 821, of the Chriatiaa en, 
68. Galba succeeded, but reigned only a few montha. Agricola 
was cbolea for the due care of religion, aad the protectiOD of the 
public temples; but the phmder committed by Nero, about three 
yean before hie death, could not be redressed. Tbe wbolc Wll 

dissipated in wild profuaion. See &moll, b. xv. e. 45. 
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SECTIOK Yll. 

(a) This was the year of Rome 82!, of Cl1rist 69. 

(b) hi'TEMELIUM was a monieip3l town in the country now 
called PintimigM, in the territory of Genoa. It was situated on 
the Mediterranean. The descent made by a band of adventu
rers from Otho's fleet, and the havoc and devastation commit
ted by those ferocious warriors, is described by Tacitus, Hill. 
b. ii. s. 12 and IS. Vespasian, it now began to be known, declar• 
ed himself a candidate for the imperial dignity. The news 
reached Agricola some time in the month of July, in the above 
year, 82!. Hw. b. ii. s. '79. 

(c) Vespasian rt.maincd in Asia and Egypt, while his gene• 
rals carried their victorious arms to the city of Rome, ,and 
proclaimed him «'mperor. His son Titus, in the mean time, car
ried on the siege of Jerusalem. Domitian was at Rome, but 
too young to conduct the reins of government. Vice and de
bauchery were more suited to bis genius. Mueianus, tbe con
fidential minister of Vespasian, arrived at Rome, and took upoa 
him the whole conduct of the administration. He may be said to 
have reigned with Vespasian. Antonius was the general who 
eonquered for V t>spasian, but Mueianus deprived him of his lau
rels. See /Tutory, b. iv; and see lbe character of Mueianus, Hilt. 
b. ii. s. 5. 

(d) The twtntietb legion was at that time in Britian; and it 
i• so eJ:pressed in the translation, though tbe tnt is silent as to 
tbat particular. The &mani bad three legions in this island, 
namely, II• . .llugwtt~; IX•. Hilpmaimlis; XX•. Jrtetriz. The 
officer to whom Agricola succeeded, was Roscius C«elius, a mao of 
a restleu, turbulent disposition, malignant, envious, and always 
at variance with Trebellius Maximus, the commander in chief. 
The latter was a consular ltgtJI, LEGATUS coJ.UULARIS: Crelius 
was a prtaorian ltgGI, LEGATJ18 PILETORIUS. The consular legals 
were either generals of tbe army or go vernon of provinces, and 
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for tbe most part, both at the same time. Wherever they were 
present, the pretoriaa legat bad no higher trust than the eommaod 
of a legion. And yet Celiua, by esasperating hie general officer, 
&Dd in8aming the minds of the soldiers, nieed the diaee01ioas of 
the army to such a pitch, that Trebelliue Masimae was obliged 
to fty Crom his post. aad to abandon lhe island. Hill. b. i. a. 60. 
Roscius Celius remained to enjoy hie victory. He governed in 
a tumultuous maoner, by violent measures Illuming tbe IUPftiDC 

au~rity His legion bad beeo tardy in declaring for Veepaaian, 
and the delay was imputed to the wditiou spirit of tbe com
mandrr. Mucianus thought fit to recal him. Agricola weat a 
second time into Britain, aod put bimaelr at the head of the le
sion, which is supposed to have been at that time quartered at 
IktJa, now Chuur. An inscription bas beeo found in the follow
ing words: Det1a Lt.g. XX. Yidri:r. See Camden's BrittJMia. 
p. 638. 

SECTIOK VIII. 
(a) Vettiue Bolanos was sent by Vitelliue to command in Bri

tain ,aner lhe abdication of Trebelliue Masimue. He bad serv
ed under Corbulo in Armenia, but, according to Tacitue, doet 
110t seem to have profited by the uample of 10 great a mu&er. 
MrJiocrity was his elemeot. And yet Statius, in a poem to Crie
pinus, tile eon of Bolanua, lay• out the whole force of his pniue 
to celebnte the warlike acbievemente of the father. He etune ue 
with a muster-roll of his virtues, his esploite in the east, aod bis 
trophies in Britain. Bolanos, be says, waged war on the baakt 
of the Arut'a, and fought to reduce Armenia to aubjectioo under 
Nero. Corbnlo, the commander in chief, admired the ardour of 
the young officer. and committed to bit care the moat fic:ult op
erationa ol tbe campaign. 

----------Jile junntam 
Protinua ingrediene, pbaretntum inYUit Aruem 
Belliger, indocilemque fero ae"ire Neroni 
Armeniam. Rigidi aummam Mavortilapbtt 
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Corbelo, led eomitem belli, -=iumque laborum, 
Jlle quoque epgiil multum miratua in armia, 
Solanum, atque illi cunrum upel'rima IIUdUI 

Credere, partirique metus. 

181 

Tbe poet proetede te boJd up to the tOO the great example or bis 
father. Learn, be says, from him; you have a family monitor to 
inspire yoa with every virtue; let kindred praise excite you to 
heroic action. Tbe Decii and tbe Camilli may be pointed out to 
othert. It will be for you to keep your eye on your father; ob
se"e witb what undaunted fortitude he advanced aa far as Thule 
amidst storms and tempests and the rigou11 of lbe winter. 

Dilee, puer: nee enia ~l:temo monitore petendus 
Virtutil tibi pulcber amor; cognata miniatret 
IAuaanimoa: aliia Decii reduceloCJue Camilli 
Monatrentur; tu disce pat rem, quantutque nigrantem 
Pluctibua occiduia, feuoque Hyperiot1e Tbulen 
lotrarit maadata gerens. · 

8T.ATI'DI, SnY. lib.". poem. ii. 

Unfortunately for the bard, history is silent about all these great 
uploits; and when history, tbe intelligen~r of antiquity, nuntiCJ 
.....,.,.., sbowa no foudation for this esaggerated praise, the poet 
DliMl be supposed to have indulged a flight of fancy. Bolan us was 
recalled; and Cerealis, who conducted the war against Civilis the 
Batavian chier(See Hvl .. b. iv. s. 71), waa sent by Vespasian to 
command the legions in Britain, A. U. C. 828; A. D. 70. Api· 
cola, we find, waa still se"ing in Britain. 

SECTION IX. 
(a) Tbe senatort were not, of course of the patrician order, as 

appeart, &mall xi. a. 25, where we see the emperor Claudi01 
adding the oldest of the fathert to the list of patricians; the fami· 
lies of that rank, created by Romulus and by Brut01, and also those 
advanced by Jldius C~e~ar and Augustus, being well nigh estin· 
piabed .... Vespasian exercised the same autbority, and, uoder bil 
patnraage, Agricola rose tQ tbe booourt of the state. 
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(b) The grand divisions of Gaul have been mentioned in the 
Manners of lhe Germans, section i. note (a). To that account 
it may be pro~r to adJ, that a subdivision was made by Augus
tus, distributing the whole country into seven provinces; namely, 
Na.rbonne Gaul; Aquitania, the provinct' of Lugdunum, or Lyoos, 
properly Celtic Gaul; Belgic Gaul, and Upper and Lower Germa
ny. These several districts, excepl Narbunnc Gaul, were undtr.lbe 
imn•ediate mauagement of the prince. The province of Aquitania 
was inclosed by the Pyrenean mountains, the Rhone, the Loire, 

aud the Atlantic Ocean. 

(c) The governors of provinces administered justice not only 
to the army, hut likewise to the inhabitants. Iu dischargm~ the . 
functions of his station, Agricola took care to have no dispute, no 
contest with suborJinate officers. Srneca observes, to contend 
with your superior, is a degree of frenzy; with your equal, some· 
thing is hazarded; with your inferiGr, it ia a degradation. Cum 
BUperiore condendere, ftwi.lJBUf!&; cum pari, anceps; cum injtriore, 
1ordidum. 

(d) In tbe year of Rome 8SO, and of the Christian era 71, Ves
pasian was consul, eighth time, with his son Titus, the sisth. On 
the calends of July in that year, Brotier says, upon the authority 
of Muratori, Jlnnali d'/talia, tom. i. p. 281, that Domitian and 
Agricola were appointed consuls fur the remainder of the yel\r. 
This practice was first introduced by Augustus, under the plausi
ble pretence ofbaving more frequent opportunities to oblige the 
illustrious families of Rome, but, in fact, to impair the dignity, 
and lessen the power of the consuls. The succeeding emperors· 
adopled the same plan of policy; and the mischief went on in
creasing, till in the reign of CommoJus there were no leas tban 
five·l\nd·twenty consuls in one year. During the whole time, the 
consule, wl•o entered on their office in the beginning of January, 
gavetbeirnametothe wbole year. Those, wbo were made occasion
ally, called CO!IIBULEB suaaooATI,are seldom mentioned in fbeF.U• 
TI t:oNsULARru. Hence the difficulty of ascertaining their exact 
time. .Agricola, according to Tillemoot, wa• consul A. D. 71. 
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SECTJON X. 
(a) The writers, who before Tacitus's time had given a de

scription of Britain, were Julius Cesar, Livy, the celebrated his
torian, and Fabius Rusticus, the friend of Sen«>ca, often quoted by 
Tacitus. His works have perished in the general wreck of ancient 
literature. Livy's account was in book cv. but we have nothing 
now remainiug except the epitome, not very well filled up by the 
supplement of Freinshemius. A slight knowle1lge of distant coun. 
tries was sufficient for the ancient geographers. They were never 
at a loss for some form or shape, to which they compared the 
place in question, and then conceived that they had given a true 
outline or draught of the country: but the accurate maps of mo
dern geographers show how touch th.-y were deceived. Pliny the 
elder informs us. that the original name was Albion, and Sir 
William Temple gi\•es the etymology of the word. Albion, he 
says, was derived from Jllpion; .tllp, in some of the western lan
guages, signifying high lanJs or bills, as this isle appears to those 
who approach it from the continent. In Cesar's time, Britain was 
the general appellation. Sir William Temple derives the \Vord 
from Brilh, the paint with which the inhabitants gave an azure 
blue to their bodies and their shields. The Romans, he says, call
ed the island Britannia, giving a Latin termination to a barhar
ous name, in the sarne manner as they Jid with regard to other 
countries that fell under thc:ir commerce or conquest; such as 
Mauritania, Aquitania, and other places commonly known. Cam
den thinks tha.t Britannia was a compound word, from Brilh, 
paint, Tania, a term importing a region or country. Cresar's ac
count of a triangular form m.ty be admitted. Taking the whole 
lfngth .from Dover to the Land's End in Cornwall for one side of 
the triangle, the eastern and the western coasts contract by de
grees, and, though not strictly reduted to a point at the northern 
extremity, it is there sufficiently narrow to justify Cresar's com· 
parison, and, according to Tacitus, to present the form of a wedge. 
It is true, that he ealls it an island, bat be srems to have had no 
better authority than the \'oice of fame. · No navigator had, at 
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that time, sailed round the island. The Greeks thought it a larp 
continent. &e Uu. Hill. vol. six. p. 68. 

( 6) c.,sar says that the •estern aide e:ltendt towards Spaia. 
and that Ireland, about half u large as Britain, lies opposite to 
that coast. Yergit ad HilptlniafJt, ~ oc:eicfenlma •ohm, ftld a 
pane at Habmlia. cfimidiO ciftor, ut esi,timatur, quam Brilaftni&. 
De Bdl. Gall. lib. v. s. IS. The part of Britain, long since called 
Scotland, wu known to the Romans by the name of Caletlor&itl, 
because, says Sir William Temple, tbe northeast part of Scot
land, ~as by tbe natives callrd CAL DuN, which signifiH bills or 
hazel, witb which it was cover~d; from whence the Romaat gave 
it the name of Caledonia; thus forming an euy and pleannt 
sound out of what wu hanb to such elegant tonpu and ean as 
the in. 

(e) An account of this voyage round the island will be found 
in this Tract, 1. 88. Tben, for the first time, the RomaDI obtaiDed 
1eographical certainty. 

(d) Tbe Oreadu (now the orbty Island•) were bon by 
the report of fame in tbe reign of Claudius. Some biatoriaas ban 

• ucribed tbe conquest to that etnperor, but for this there does not 
seem to be sufficient foundation. Flattery was in haste to decorate 
the prince with lau"-ls unearaed. It ia true that Pompon ius Mela · 
baa said that those Islands were thirty in number. TrigintCJ Mil 
Or~ angwtu inter u diductm spat&u. Mela, lib. iii. s. 6. 
Pliny likewise mentions them; but hia account of the number 
ahows that he relied on mere report He ~&ys, there are FORTY 

islands, called the Orcadcs, all separated by narrow etraits. Staat 
outena s.l. Orcadu modicil inler • clilcretm spatiU. Pliny, lib. iv. 
1. 16. Had Claudius added thole islands to the Roman empire, 
it ia not probable that there would have been a variance, as to the
number, among the authors of that day. Eutropius, and Eusebios 
in bit Chronicle, are the authorities upon which Claudius must 
rely for bia fame; but the eilence of Tacitus ie a 1trooc cootradic
tioo to &bole writers. 
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(e) Much hu been said by the Greek and Roman poets of a 
place in the northern regions, called Thule; bot it is evident they 
did not all~ agree in the geographical description. Camden is of 
opinion that the Tlw.le of Tacitoa is one of tbe Shaltmd islands, 
which lie to the north of the Orcades, latit. 60. The ancient poett 
Jieard of Thule, and made their own use of il, to adorn their verse. 
To fis the e:aact spot wu not their busioeas. They we:re masters 
of every northern latitude, and they could always command ice 
enough to build lbeir moootaioa, and suow enough to c:over tbem. 
From the historians and geographers more accuracy might be es
pected, but navigation was in its infaney. The Nortbun Ocean, 
u Tacitus bas observed in the Maooers of the Gmoao•, alway• 
adverse to mariners, was seldom visited by ships from tbe Roman 
world. Thull was, in general, uodentood to be the most remote 
land in the oorthern latitudes, but the esact local situation wu 
DOt ucertained. Pliny the eldf!r bad all the information that dili
&ence could collect, and he knew bow to embellish what he beard 
with all the graces of elegant composition. But slill the Northern 
Ocean wu unesplored. The German Sea, be says, is interspers• 
ed with a number of islands, called Gu:suai.E, and by the 
Greeks, ELECTRID.E, because amber ( electnma) is found there in 
considerable quantities. Of these islands, Tl&vU is the most di .. 
tant; and lhere, at the auml4er 10latice, when the suo is paasing 
the tropic of Cancer, the inhabitants have no night; and, in like 
manner, duriog the winter they N:e no day, for the space, as is 
ceoerally suppoeed, of sis months. .IJ.b ad.lmo in Gmraanicum 
mare 'Par•« Gleuari«, qual Ekctrida Gr/Ui ruentioru appeU. 
trert, quod ibi electrum nt.UCerttur Ultima omnium, que~ memort111~ 
lur, TlauU; in qua solltilio nulltll UN noctu iRcliccaftnaul, Ccaneri 
riglaum · •ol4 lranHUnte, nt.lll6fque contra pw brumam diu. Hoc 
quidem ~enil meralibul continui•fieri arbitronlur. Pliny, lib. iv. s. 
SO. But it i• evident that Shetland could not be the place iotead· 
ed by Pliny. A night or day of ~s month• is known in more 
aortbero latitudes. Procopius, io his history of the Gothic War, 
book. ii. places Thule in Norway, which was thought by tbe an· 
cieots to be ao island. Agricola'• 4cet might see the coast of Nor-
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way at a dislaoce, and having heard of Tkuk:. might conclude 
that they bad seen that region of eternal frost and sno1v. This, or 
according to the conjecture of Camden, Shetland, might be the 
Tbule of Tacitus. Tbat of Pliny was, most probably, lcelaod, 
especially as he says it lay within one day's sail from the Frozeo 
Ocean. .11 ThuU uni111 diti nafligatiom rnnre conrretum, a rum· 
nullw Croniwn appeUatur. Lib. iv. s. SO. If lcelaod was intend· 
ed by Pliny, the accounts given by navigators must bave beeo 
very imperfect, since he makes no mention of three volcanos, par· 
ticularly Mount Hecla, which, amidst a waste of snow, constant· 
Jy throws up columns of smoke and fire. See a Discoune Sv 14 
Navigation dt Phythiat a Thule, Memoir~ of tkt Jlctld. of &llu 
Lttlru, vol. xuvii. p. 4S6. 

(j) From vague and uncertain accounts of the Frozen Oceau, 
the ancients might form their idea of a sea in auch a thick aod 
concrete state, that the oars could hardly move, and the winds 
acarcely agitate such a sluggish mass of water. But the tranquil· 
lity of those seas has been long known to be a mere fiction. It is 
thcr«>fore needl«>ss to examine tbe reasons auigned by Tacitus, to 
account for a phamomeoon which does not exist. See what is. said 
of this sea, .Manners of the Germans, s. 45. What is said of the· 
nrious inlete, through which the tide forces it way into the heart 
of the country, is sufficiently warranted by the ..&tumium Bodo
trm (the Firth of Forth), by the Glota (the Firth of Clyde), and 
other well known harbours, creeks, bays, and rivers of Scotland. 

SECTION XI. 
(a) Through the want of literary records, the history of bar· 

barous nations is generally lost in darkness. When the origin of 
a people could not be traced, the difficulty was surmounted, by 
supposing that the soil, by a certain ftcundity in those early eea· 
sons of the world, pi'OIIuced tbf• race of man. Mother earth, or 
IIATER TELws, satisfied the inquiries of the most profound philo
sophy. The sons of the earth were. calkd indigern!, aboriginu, or 
natives of the soil. Meo were supposed to spring from tbe bowel• 
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of the earth, trom the trunks of trees, and eveo from rocks. Tbe 
poets were the philosophers and historians of the age. Hor,,ce 
talks of the human race as issuintt out of the earth: cuna prortpu• 
runt primi8 animalia lerris; and Ovid gins them no other origin. 
But the age of darkness is past, and the reveries of ignorance 
have long sinct' vanished. We are now content to be descended 
from Adam, instead of reckoning rocks and caves for our progeni· 
tors. Tacitus judges by a better rule. From c .. rtain resemblances 
of feature, language, and manners; from the size of limb and co· 
Jour of the hair, be concludes. not without prohability, that this 
island was peopled from Germany, Spain, and Gaul. The go· 
vernment of the country was like that of Gaul, consisting of 
several nations under different petty princes Caesar rer.kons no 
less that four in Kent, book v. s. 22. The most considerable tribes, 
or nations (Caledonia not included), were the Dumnonii, in De· 
vonshire and Cornwall; the Siluru, in Hn~:fordihire, Rarlnor, 
Br .. cknoc:k. Monmouth, and Glamorgan; the Ordotrices, in North 
Wales; the Trinobmatu, in Middlesex and Essex; the Cantii, or 
people of Kent; the lceni, in Suffolk, Norfolk, Cambridge~bire, 
and Huiltingllonsbir«'; and the Brigantu, in Yorkshire, Durham, 
Lancashire, Westmoreland, and Cumberland. 

(b) The CaltdoniiJJ&I, and the etymology of the name, have 
been already mentioned, a. x. note (a). 

(e) The Si lures, as already stated, occupied Herefordshire, 
Radnor, Brecknock, Monmouth, and Glamorganshire. Tb.:.y may 
be called the inhahitants of South Wales. The Iberians were the 
first inhabitants of Spain, so called from the river llnfw, now the 
Ebro. 

( tl) Caesar tells us that frequent migrations were m:1de from 
Bdgic Gaul into Britain; and that the adventurers, having g'•i••ed 
posse11ion by force of arms, employed themselves in cultivating 
the land, in a climate which they foun1l more temperate thao 
what they bad known in Gaul. .Marifima pan ab iii, qui 
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prttdm ac beUi inferendi catuti ez Belgio transimmt, d bello iLl. 
ibi mnanserunt, Btqut agrot eolere ettpenmt. IAca sunt tempertllW
ra qucim in GaUiO, remis8ioribtu Jrigoribtu. Lih.'V. a. U. Tbc 
continent, moat undoubtedly, was peopled first, and the red1111daut 
numbers overflowed into the adjacent isles. 

(e) The Druids, according to Cesar's account, beJieYed in the 
transmigration of aoula, and that doctrine the:y thought bad a bap
PY tendency to inspire men with courage, and a contempt of death. 
They taught their pupils a system of astronomy; they described 
tt.e vari11us revolutions of the planets, the dimensions of the globe, 
the operations of nature; they talked with r«'nrence of tbe im
mortal gorls, and initiated their youth in all their mysteries. lrl 
primu hoc "olunt persuadere. non interire animas, sed ab alW poll 
mortem tramire ad alios: atque hoc maxime ad mrtutem uitari 
pt.&tant, metu mortis neglecto. JJ.Iulla prreterea dt sideribu., Btfl" 
eon.cm motu, dt mundi ae lerrarum magnitudine, dt rerum nalara, 
de deorum immortalium ci ac poteslale disputant, et juoentuti tre-

' dunt De BeU. Gall. lib. vi. s. 13. Human aacrificn, as obse"ed 
in a former note, were part of their supentition. Living bodies 
were inclosed in lar~e ozier cages, and consumed in the flames. 
That the same rites and ceremonies were established in Britain, 
there can be no doubt, since we are told by Cresar, that tbe rdi
gious systtm of Gaul was transplanted from Britain; and, even ia 
his time, those n·bo wished to be pulectly skilled in the druidical 
doctrines, passed over into this island for instruction. .Di6cipliM 
in Britannia reperla, atque iflde in Galliam translala, esse nUii
matur. Et nunc, qui diligentitu eam rem cognotcere "olunt, ple
rumqut iUo, discendi eawa, proficilcuntur. De BeU. GalL Jib. Yi. 
a. 12. The late Mr. Hume has obser\·ed, " that no idolatrous 
wonhip ever attained such an ascendant over mankind as that of 
the ancie~t Gauls and Britons; and the Romans, after their coo
quest, fimling it impossible to reconcile those nations to the laws 
and institutions of their masten, were at last obliged to abolish 
the druidical systrm by penal statutes; a violence, which had ne-

- ver, in any other instance, been practised by those tolerating con-
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queron." Hume's Hilt. vol. i. p. 5. See Tacitus, .4nna&, book 
siv. s. SO. 

(/) This conformity of languages, Brotier says, still subsists 
in some parts of Com wall and of the ancient Armorica, now call
ed Bretagne. It is said, that a dialect of the W elah is but just 
extinct in Cornwall. 

( g ) Solinus, speaking of the warlike Britons, says, when a 
woman is delivered of a male child, she places the infant's first 
food on the point of her husband's sword, and inserts it in the lit
tle one's mouth; and offering up her supplications to the gods of 
her country, devoutly prays, that be may die in war amidst hostile 
swords and javelins. Solinua, chap. 22. 

(Ia) Tbe Britons were eonquered, in the reign of Claudius, by 
Aulus Plautius, the fint Roman general who landed on the island, 
since the invasion of Julius Cresar. Plautius defeated the natives, 
A. U. C. 796, A. D. 48. Several signal victories were after
wards obtained by Suetonius Paulinus, Petilius Cerealis, :md 
other commanden, insomuch that the southern part of the island 
was reduced to a Roman province. The Caledonians stood for 
liberty, till their last decisive action under Galgacus (see from 
section xu. to end of section :uxviii. ), when tbey retired to theia· , 
fastnesses in the Highlands. 

SECTION XII. 
(a} Tbie manner of fighting io chariots calls to miocl tbt prac

tice of heroic times described in the battles of the Iliad. But 
the heroes of the poet differed, in tbeir notion of the point of ho
nour, from the British chiefs. With the Greeks and Trojans, 
the driver of the carriage was the second in rank: the warrior of 
high renown was the person who fought. Hector bad his 'squire 
to guide.the reigns, while be displayed his towering plume, and 
braved every danger. Achillea had his Automedon. 

Automedon and Alcimut prepare 
Th' immortal counen and tbe radiant car. 
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The charioteer then whirl'd the lash around. 
And swift aac:ended at one active bound; 
Then bright in heavenly arme, aobove his 'tquire 
Achillea mounts, and seta the field on fire. 

Pon's Iliad, book xi:r. v. 426. 

Virgil in a beautiful picture representing the wars of Troy, in 
the first JEneid, describes the Trojans ftying before Achilles, wbo 
pursues with ardour in bis warlike car: 

Hac Pbryges, instaret curru cristatue Achillea. 

In the fifth Iliad, lEneas invites Pandarus to join him in the fight: 

Haste, seize the whip, and snatch the guiding reign; 
The warrior's fury let his arm sustain; 
Or, if to combat thy bold heart incline, 
Take thou the 1pea.r, the chariot's care be mine. 

Pon'a Iliad, book v. Yerse 284. 

Among the Britons it was otherwise: the chief warrior drove tbe 
c:haric.t, by Cesar cat led useda, and by Tacitus cooinus: see this 
Tract, s. uxv. note (b). The British chiefs, as it seems, thought 
it more honourable to drive the car into the thickest ranks of 
the enemy, and distinguish themselves by braving every dan
ger. It appears, like,Yise, that a number of combatants mounted 
together in the same vehicle, which was not the case in Horner's 
battles. 

(b) We read in the Annals, b. :llii. s. 86, of Caractacus, king 
of the Silures; in b. xiv. s. Sl, of Prasutagus, king of the lceni; 
and s. 35, ofBoadicea, his widow, lvho succeeded to her husband's 
dominions. For Cartismandua, queen of the Urigaotes, wbo de· 
livered up Caractacus to the Romans, see .flnnals, b. J:ii. s. 86, 
and Hill. b. iii. s. 45. 

(c) The original says, rarus duabus tribub1'e ciritatibtrs ad pro
pullandum commune periculum convenlm. This, translated ver-
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bally, imports, that a n~Utiflg ia seldom had belteeen tteo or thru 
cities to repel tht commoo danger. But the word CIVITAS is rart:ly 
used by the Latin historians for lvhat, in the modern acceptation, 
is called a city. CmTAs generally implies a body politic, a peo
ple united in civil society, under a settled constitution and a regu• 
lar frame of laws. Such were the Silures, under Caractacus; the 
Jcenians, under Boadicea; the Brigantes, under Cartismandua: 
but there is no instance of their acting in concert for their mutual 
defence. 

(d) Tacitus, in this place, may be said to be out of his depth. 
His notions here, as well as in the passage concerning the Suionea 
io the Manners of the Germans, section xlv. hold more of the 
'PQ.~.t than the philosopher. Astronomy and geography were sci
ences not . sufficiently cultivated in his time. Pliny endeavours 
more rationally to account for the pbamomendn, from the position 
of the sun at the summer, ~Jstice. .In Italy, he says, the length of 
the day is fifieen hours, and in Britain seventeen; the nights in 
that island being tto bright, that, when the sun at the solstice ap
proaches so near the earth as to become vertical, the northern re
gions have, by consequence, a day of six months, and in the win
ter a night of the same length. In ltalia quindecim lwras; in 
Britannia sepUmdecina; ubi tUtalt lucide noctes, haud dubi; rc· 
promittunt id, quod C6git ratio crcdi, solstitii dubuB acccdcntc soh 
propius t~erticem mundi, rubjeeta terral continuot dies habere senia 
mensibus, noetuque c dit~trso ad brumana remoto. Pliny, Jib. ii. s. 
75. But long sea voyages were rarely undertaken in Pliny's 
time, and it is, therefore, no wonder that be wanted due informa
tion. He mentions one bold navigator, Pytheas of Marseilles, and 
upon his authority, says that at Thule, which lay six days sail 
from the northern part of Bt·itain, tbe day and night were each of 
them six months long. The same, he adds, was said of the isle 
of Mona, which was distant from Camelorlunum ( Colch.utcr) 
about two hundred miles. Quod fieri in insula Thule, Pytheas .MlU
rilieMB scriprit, sez dicrum naoigatione in septemtrionem a Bri
tannia distante. Quidam t~ero et in Mona quill distat a Canaelo-
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durao, .Britannia! oppido, circiter dtuenlil millibtu adfinnant. Pliny, 
lib. ii.s. 7 6. If the Thul~ ofPytheu was Greenland or Zembla, what 
is &aid of the length of days and nights in those islands may be 
admitted; but same could not be the case io Britain, or any Bri
tish island. Tne Orkneys lie in latitudr 60, or thereabouts; and io 
the summer, their dRy is not much more than eighteen houf? long. 
But neither Pliny, nor Tacitus, bad a just idea of the figure of the 
earth, and the viciasitudes of seasons occasioned by the annual 
motion round the suo. The discovery was reserved for the ge
nius of Sir Isaac ~ewton. Without being a voyager or traveller, 
that sublime philosopher founded his calculations oo mathemati
cal and scif'ntific principles •• As Footenelle observes, he ascertain
ed the true figure of the earth without stirring out of bis elbow
chair. The experimenta of Maupertuia, aod his as!ociates, wbo 
in the years 1756 and 1756 measured a degree in Lapland, se"
ed to confirm Newton's doctrine; and, from that time, the length 
of days and nights io all parts of the globe bas been scientifically 
knov.·n. Mathematicians have informed us, that the degrees of 
longitude are not, like tboie of latitude, always equal, but dimin
ish in proportion as the meridians contract io their approach to the 
Pole, as may be seen in the common tables, showing the number 
of miles contained in a degree of longitude, io each parallel of 
latitude from the Equator to the Pole. In consequence of this 
knowledge, and the position of the earth in every part of its orbit, 
astronomen have laid down their tables of the various climates 
between thr. equator and the extremity of the north. They have 
enumerated thirty climates: io the first twenty-four, which termi
nate between the latitudes 66 nod 67, the days increase by half-

, hours; and in the remaining six, by months. At ~pitzbergen, or 
East Greenland, the day lasts fiVl' mootbs, and six at the Pole. Pom
ponius Mel a talks of Thul, but he did not know where (()place 
his island, so as to account for the length of days, which be has 
described. He says that Thule lies opposite to the coast of the 
Belgre, and tht.rc the nights are dark in winter, but at the sum
mer solstice there is no night at all. Thule Belgarune liUori 
oppostia est: in ea noctes per hyemem'~blm:urmj per loUtilium 
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null«. Lib. iii. cap. 6. Butthat length of days could only hap
pen in the more northeru latitudes. Wben Tacitus says, that 
the nights, at the extremity of Britain, are so luminous, that 
the interval between the close and the return of day can scarce 
be distinguished, this may perhaps, be admitted; since Lord 
Mulgrave, in an accurate account of his Voyage to the North
em Seas, performed in the year 1778, says that on the 12th of 
June (latitude 56: 18) it was then light enough all night to read 
upon deck. On the 29th of the same month (latitu•le 77: 69) the 
adjacent coast, covered with snow and ice, would have suggested 
the idea of perpetual winter, had not the mildness of the weather, 
bright sunshine, and constant day light, given a cheerfulness and 
novelty to the wholt- of that striking and romantic seeoe. In the 
month of August (latitude 80, or thereabouts) his lor•lship ob
served, that, during the whole time of his being in those latitudes, 
be never found, (though Martin bas said otherwise) that the sun 
at midnight in appearance resembled tbe moon. His lordship 
adds, that he saw no difference, in clear wea~er, between the 
sun at midnight and any other time, but what arose from a differ
ent degree of altitude; the brightness of the light appearing there, 
u well as elst>where, to depend on the obliquity of his rays. See 
the Voyage, p. 71. · 

(e) When Tacitus endeavours to asaigu a reason for the short 
interval between day and night, and says, that the eztreme and .flat 
parts of the earth, casting a WID shadow, do not elet1ate the dark
taU~, and nighl falls bentath the sky and the stars, it is impossible 
to strike out any thing like sense from a passage so very embar
rassed and obscure. The reader is Jell to regret that a writer, of 
such acute discernment on all political and moral subjects, should 
be obliged, without any principles of astrolJomy and geography (a 
science in that age little understood), to offer a vain hypothe
ais for reason and sound philosophy. Tacitus, it should seem, 
thought that the earth was one extensive continued surface, and 
that night was occasioned by the sun's retiring behind high lands 
and mountains. The fnrm of th& globe, its rotatioo oo ill own 
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axis, and the various positions in its annual orbit, are mathemati· 
cal discoveries, which were not known to the Romans. 

(f) Mines of gold and silver, sufficient to reward the conquer· 
or, wr.re found in Mexico and Peru; but this island never pro
duced a quantity to pay the invader for the destruction of the hu
man species. Cict-ro says, in one of his letters, It is well knowa 
that not a single grain of silver could be found in the island. II· 
lud cognilum ut, neque argmtiscrupulum, Ufll ullum in ilia imtllD . 
.!ld .!lttic. lib. iv. epist. 16. This, howevf'r, is contradicted by 
modern authorities. Camden mentions gold and silver mines in 
Cumberland, a mine of silver in Flintshire, and of gold in Scot
land. See Camden's Britannia, p. 692 and '741. The same aa
thor, talking of the coppt.r mint's in Cumberland, s11,rs, tbat veiaa 
of gold and silver were found intermixed with the common ore, 
and, in the reigu of Elizabeth, gave birth to a suit at law betweea 
the earl of Northumberland and another claimant. Doctor Bor
lase, in his History of Cornvall, p. 214, relates, " that so late u 
tbe year 1753, several pieces of goh.l were found in what tbe mi
ners call stream tin; and silver is now got in considerable quantity 
from several of our lead mines." A curious paper concemiog the 
gold mines .of Scotland is giv,.n by Mr: Pennant in Append. No. 
X. to his second part of a Tour in Scotland in I 772. But stiU 
there never was gold and silver enough to be tbe price of victory. 
The other metals, such as iron, lead, tin, and copper, are found in 
abundance at this day. 

(g) Suetonius imputes Cesar's invasion of Britain to his deai~ 
of enriching himself with the pearl found on differe11t parts of tbe 
coast. Britanniam petiisse spe margarilarum. In Jul. C.. s. 47. 
Pliny says, . .it is certain that pearls of an inferior size, aacl ntber 
discoloured, are produced in Britain; since the Deified Juli• 
wisbed it to be understood, that the breastplate wbicb be dedicat
ed to Venus, in the temple of tbe godtlt>ss. was compoaed of Bri
tish ~arl. In .Britarmia p4f't!os atque tkcoloru ( Uftionu) tiGICi 
temnn ut, quoniam Dienw Jvliw tlwracem, quem Ymm gcttilrici 
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"' ,.,.,Z, ejw dieoftl, es BirlattfaicU t~~argGritV fadw& WJluml in
tdlifi. Plio. lib. i:l. s. 86. The pearls OJOSt in rtqueat with tbe 
ancients were those collected in the Red Sea, the Gulf of Persia, 
and tbe Indian Ocean; the nest in value were the British, tinged 
on the surface with a colour ruembling gold, but, io gf'oenl, of 
a dark hue, and less transparent than the lndiao. Camden talks 
of pearl found in Caema"'on, in Cumberland, and in the British 
Sea. See his. Briltlllftia, p. 597, 690, and 761. Mr. Pennant, io 
hi• Tour in Scotland, 1769, n•eotioos a considenble pearl fisber,y 
out of the fresh water muscle in the vicinity of Perth, from whence 
lO,OOOl. worth was sent to London from 1761 to 1769. But when 
that ingenious traveller visited Scotland; the fishery was almost 
exhausted. There is a paaage in Pliny that shows the esteem io _ 
whieb the Oriental pearl was held at Route. Pearls, he says, are 

, 'imported in such quantities from the Arabian Se•, tbat Rome wu 
annually drained of an immoderate sum by thf' inbabitaots of the 
East and the peninsula of India. So much do our finery and our 

., - women cost us annually! Y erum .llTGbia etiamnumjelit:iw mart ul; 
ez tllo ~ mtlf'garila millit: mitaimdqut coraputatior&t millW 
cmlen4 IUtmia GflftV omnibul India d &ru, ptftirilulaqut iUtJ 
imperio norlro adimunl. Tt.mto nobV ~ d J~ constanl! 
Pliny, lib. sii. s. 18. This proves what Tacitus says: When so 
much encouragement was given, the avarice of British merchants 
would not be deficient. Their pearl, therefore, was of an iuferior 
sort. 

S&C'I'ION XIII. 
( ca) Tacitus now proceeds to relate the progl'"l of the Roman 

arms in BritaiD, from the tint invasion of the island by Juliut 
Cesar to the time when Agricola became commander in chief. 
Thie, and tbe preceding account, m&y by some be called a digres· 
lion: but, since A~cola subdued the whole island, a deseriptioo 
of the eountJ9 and tbe inbebitants ie a proper introduction to so 
bright a career of glory. Julius Cesar, it is well known, made two 
attempts upon this island; the first A. U. C. 699~ and the 'JeCODd ia 
the following year. Tbe plane which bis asnbitioa bad Jormed acuDil 
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his own country, did DOt leave him at leisure to enlarge the Romat 
empire. Af'ter some slight saceeu, he eeems to have beea glad to 
withdraw his foreea. na~re it some truth ia what Lueaa hu Hid: 
He showed his back to the enemy whom he sought: 

Territa qualti• Clltendit te,P Britumil. 

(b) 'nae moderatloa or prudence which 100k place ia the cou
cile of Augultat it well known. Cooteat with receivios eome 
peuy · annual tribotee from Britain, that emperor did aot cboeec 
to involve himself in remote and dangerous wan. It wu wjth lai• 
a muim, that the boundaries of the empire ought not to be enlar
ged; a~d in his will, which after bitt death was read in the .e
aate, he gave that advice to his succeuon. See ~' b. r. s. 
11. Augustus, saye the late Mr. Hume, coatent with the victory 
obtained over the liberties of his own country, was little ambitioaa 
of acquiring fame by foreign wars; aad beiag apprehensive lett 
tlte same unlimited extent o{ dominion which bad eubverted the 
republic might also overwhelm the empire, he recomBeDCled It to 
his succeason Mver to enlarge the territories of the Romaoa. Ti
berius, jealoua e( the fame which might be acquired by bit geae
rals, made this advice of Augustus a pretence for bit ioactitity. 
Bume't Hill. vol. i. p. 6. See drmalt, b. i. 11. 

(e) Caligula's thre•oed invasion of Britaio eoded in ao idle 
and vain parade. History bas no scene of folly to compare with 
it. The German ex~dition pres~nted a farce to the world, ia 
wbicb the emperor exposed himself to derision. Hit mock tri· 
umph ever the Britons was a sequel to the former frolic, but still 
more absurd and ridiculous. Having written to the Haate, to re· 
primaad them for enjoying the pleasara of the cireus, wbi~ their 
emperor was opoeiDJ himself to the greatest daagen, lae drew 11p 

his army on the coast of Guoriaetoa (now .Boulopt); aad bavior, 
with great parade. ditpoted his Willa and other warlike easiees, 
he ordered his soldien to gather the sea ebells, aad fiU their bel
mete aod the skirts of their clodtes. Tbeee, he Aid, were die tpcailt 
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of the ocean, &t to be deposited ia the capitol. Ia memory of tbia 
aisaal Tictory, be erected a tower, to ee"e aa a ligbt-bouee forma
riners; and by letten 'to Rome ordered preparation• te be made 
for his triumphal entry, with special direction• that it abould es
eeed In mapi&cente enry thing of tbe kind. Tbe fathers refuaed 
to comply, and for their dilobetlience all were de.atecl to deatnac
tior.; but before his bloody purpoae could be executed, a CODipi
racy wu formed early in the feUowiog year, and Calipla wu 
put to death, A. U. C. 194; A. D. ••· See SuetoDiua, Life t/ 0.
lipla, •. 46, .'7. 

( cl) Tbe Britoos, unmoltsted by the Romans, bad enjoyed their 
liberty near a cen•ury, when, ia the reip of Claudius, the project 
of subduiag the ialaad wu coocerted. Tbe most atupid of the 
emperon wu destined to be the CODqueror of Britain. A power
ful army wu eent from Gaul, under the commaad of able officen. 
Veapeaian wu one of the a umber; aad upon that oc:cuion that of
ficer, aa Tacitus espresee~ it, llwwd l&iniMJ.f to lite FtJkl. Tbe 
solthero parts of tbe island being soon reduced, ClalUiius resolved 
to visit his new dominioDI. He took poaeeuion of Camelodunum 

· ( Coldtuler), received the aubmi11ion of several peUy kinp, and 
in leu than ais months returned to Rome, to enjoy the splendour of 
a triumph, with tbe additional tide of BaaTAftmcos. Suetoniu, 
Life tf Claudia~, 1. 17. 

S&CTIOR XIV. 
( o) Aulus Plautias was commaader in chief of the army seat 

by Claadiu to the inl'Uioa of Britain, A. U. C.186; A. D. 43. 

( 6) An accout of o.toriua Scapula and the brilliut succeu of 
bit arms, ia given by Tacitue, .iRnall, b. mi. s. S I to S9. He seat 
Caractac• a priloaer to Rome, A. U. C. 803. From that time 
be weat oe ia a career ol victory for ~even) moatba; wbea, ia tbe 
midat of a war with tbe Silura, be cUed wom out with care aad 
fa&ipe. Camden aaya, tha~ ia the pariah of .Dinder, near Hereford, 
tiM tnca of a Bomu camp are ltill to be Mea, called OnTU· 
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HILL, and he supposes the name to be derived from O.tom., 
the Roman seneral. Gib1011'1 Carndm, p. 680. 

(c) The Romans had the precaution to eeteblish ·a &trong poet, 
well garrisooed by a body of veteran•. Thi1 was at ~ 
ia the territory oftbe Trinobantes, now the county of F.IR][. C•
mulodum, according to Camden, was the to_wn of Maldea: Ba:del' 
and other antiquarians fi][ it at Colchester, and that opiaioa ia 
adopted by most of the commentators. 

(d) We read in the annals, that, as soon as the death of Osto
rius Scapula was known at Rome, Claudius sent Aulus Did ius to 

succeed to the command. That officer was involved in a war, in 
favour ofCartismandua against Venusius, her repudiated husband; 
aod, though age and infirmity rendered him inactive, he was en
abled by bis officers to quell the insurrection. See .annala, b. xii. 
s. 40. In this tract be is called .Didius Gallus; perhaps his name 
was Aulus Didius Gallus. 

(e) Veranius was consul A. U. C. 602 • .lbmGll, b. xii. s. 5. 

(J) Suetonius Paulinus has been already mentioned; see this 
Tract, section v. note (a); see also Jlnnals, b. xiv. s. 29. Hilt. b. 
i. a. 8'7. Hut. b. ii. s. 28, 82, 6o. 

(g) It is unneceuary to repeat that MoNA is the isle of .llngk
le'!l· Tbe channel, that separates it from Caemarvon, is so nar
row, that Edward I. attempted to throw a bridge over it. It wu 
tbe asylum of the Druids, and the capital of their religious rites. 
Suetonius attacked this place, destroyed their altars, and their 
eacred groves, where they sacrificed human victims. See .!Jnnalr, 
b. :riv. s. 29 to 40. It may be neceasary to obse"e• that the 
Mona of Cesar and Tacitus ought not to be confounded. That of 
Cesar is the l1k of .Man, b. v. s. IS. Pliny calls it .MontJpia, b. 
iv. s. 16. Tacitusalways means the isle of Anglaey. Hume ob
ee"es, that Suekloius, having destroyed the Druids, with their 
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c:oniecrated groves, and triumphed over the religion of the Bri· 
tons, thought his future progtess would be easy in reducing the 
people to subjection. Hume, Hilt. vol. i. p. 8. But Paulinus could 
not stay to make himself master of the island. He was recalled 
by tbt revolt under tbe conduct of Bo~ttlicea. The fioal reduction 
of the iale was rese"ed for Agricola. See tbis Tract, s. 18. 

SECTJO!'f XV. 
(G) Tbe general revolt of the Britons. and 'the massacre of the 

Romans, that followed in consequeoce of the discootents here 
painted forth in the strongest colours, are related at large in the 
Annall, b. xiv. s. 81 to 88. 

(6) Instead of their own kings, whose power does not apptar 
to have been sufficiently limited, the Eritons now groaned under 
tbe oppression of two masters; namely, the governor of the pro
-vince, and the emperor's procurator. Dio Cassius slates those 
two causes of the insurrection, and adtls, as a further incentive, 
the avarice of Seneca. That philosophrr, he says, was a well
practised money-lend~r, and, being perfectly versed in all the 
arts of usury, laid out a large sum at exorbitant interrst among 
the natives of Britain. As fast as his money became dcr, be h:.
rassed the province with such unrelenting- cruelty, that the dis
tressed inhabitants were fired with indignation. Such is the ac
count of an historian; but an historian with reason suspected of har
bouring secret malignity to tbe most illustrious characters in Rome. 

(c) An aiJusion to the fate of Varus and his ltgions, which hap
pened in the fortieth year of Augustus, A. U. C. '762; A. D. 9. 
See Ma"""" of the Germans, s. 87, note 1. d) • .llnnall, b. i. sec
tions 58, 61, and 62. 

(d) Paulinus was then employed in the isle of Anglesey. 

SECTION XVI. 
(a) Boadicea was the daughter of Prasutagus, king ef the lee-
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nians: abe succeeded to ber father's dominions, and beiag ~ 
miniously treated by the Romans, beaded tbe revolt, aod io die 

· field of action distinguished henelfby her martial spirit. .IIJa.fa, 
b. xiv. The reader on tbii occaaion, will DOt fcqet the late Mr. 
Glover's e:a:cellent tragedy, entitled Boadicea; a piece wriua il 
the true style of dramatic poetry; without tbe luscious awedaell 
of Rowe; yet elegant, strong, and vigorous. If tbe laat act W 
been constructed with art, so as to raise expectation, and prod~ee 
an unforeseen catastrophe, the play would still retain ita place ia 
the theatre, inferior to Sbakspeare only. 

(b) On the first intelligence of the revolt, and the dreadful 
slaughter that followed, Suetonius Paulinus abandoned the iale ol 
Anglesey, and showed at once his conduct and his valour. See 
.8nr&Gll, b. xiv. s. Sl to 88. 

(c) Petronius Turpilianus succeeded to the government of Bri· 
tain, A. U. C. 814, having just then closed the year of bis coe
sulship. Tacitus informs us, that Suetooius, having lost a few 
ships on the coast in a gale of wind, was, under that pretaaee, 
recalled by order of Nero. Turpilianus undertook no warlike 
enterprise, content to varnish his owo ioactivity with the name of 
peace • .8nr&GZI, b. siv. s. 89. 

I 

(d) The accouot of Trebellius Muimus, given by Tacit. in 
his History, differs a little from what' is related in the paiii!C 

before us. Being at variance with Rosciua Celius, an oftic:er of 
a turbulent spirit, be was obliged to fly to Vitelli us for protectioa, 
A. U. C. 822, A. D. 69. Hut. b. i. s. 60. 

(e) Tacitus informs us that Trebellius Muimus was not gra
ciously received by Vitelliua, who was then on his way from Ly· 
ons into Italy. Vettius Bolanus, a follower in the train of Vitei
Jius, was appointed governor of Britain. A. U. C. 82!. H"vl. b. 
ii. s. 65. We are told in this Tract, a. 8, that Agricola acned in 
Britain under Bolanus, but repressed bis military ardour, lest be 
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.tbould appear cleairous of rising superiGr to his general. In the 
passage before us, Bolaous seems to bave paued his time in iode
lenc:e; inactive against the eaemy, and without authority io his 
camp. The adulation ofStatius, cited in note (a) sec:t. 8, must, 
therefore, appear the more aurprisiog. It is among the ma•y in
etaaees, which show that poets excel most io fiction. There is 
ltill aootber puaage in the poem already quoted, which leaves all 
tnth at a distance. The poem is addressed to the so• of Bolaous: 
the author asks him," What a ecene of glory will be found io 
Caledonia, when au old iohabitaat of that ferocious island tells 
you, here your father gave his commands; on yonder turf he 
llanapd tbe legions! Do you see those watcb·towen, and tboee 
ltrong-built forts? Your father erected them, a ad drew these lioet 
ol eirc:umnllatioo. Those trophies and those darts were by him 
dedicated to the god of war. The inacriptioos are still legib~. 
Behold this breast-plate; your father seized it from a British 
king." 

Quanta Caledonioe attollet gloria eampoe! 
Cum tibi lonpnaa referet trucia incola terre, 
Hie auetua dare jura parena; hoc cespite turmu 
Afrari: nitidaa speculu, caateDaque Ionge 
Aapicia? llle dedit, cin:aitque hzc II'IC2nia foal: 
Belligeria hzc dou deia, hzc tela dicavit. 
Cemia ldbuc tituloe; bunc ipae ncantibua armia 
Induit; bWIC regi rapuit tboraca Britanno. 

ST.ATIOS, Sn.v.lib. v. 142. 

When we find from history, that not one word of all this is true, 
we have only to regret, tbat a fine poet was obliged to prostitute 
his pen. Statius gave public recitals of his poems for profit. Ju
venalsaya, 

Baud tamen invideu nti, quem pulpita pucunt. 
JOTU.lfo, lat. y, 

S&CTIOR XVII. 
(•) Petilius Cercalis served, at first, in Britain, under Sueto· 
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aius Paulinus, JlnnGII, b. J:iv. s. Sl. He fought afterwards oa 
the side of Vespasiau against Vitellius, Hvt. iii. a. 69 H~ al10 
commanded the legions in the Lower Germany, and, after his 
victory over Civilis, the Bataviao chieftain, was llftlt by Vespa
sian to conduct tbe aft'ain of Britain, A. U. C. S!S, A. D. 10. 

( 6) The Brigantes, as mentioned in a former note. inhabited 
the counties of York, Durham, Cumberland, Westmorelaud, aad 
Lancashire. 

(c) Julius Frontinus had the chief commaad in Britain, A. U. 
C. 816. His treatises of Stratogm~~ in four books, aod another 

_ concerning the aqueducts .of Rome, a~ said by Brotier and .La 
BltUtrit, to be still extant. He was oue M the most eminent IUeD 

of the age in wbicb be lind; a lawyer of profound knowledge; 
a soldier formed both by theory and esperience; and, above all, 
a mao not more distinguished by his talents than his virtut:t. He 
died in the reign of Vrspasian; and Pliny thP consul says, he de
sired, by bis last directions, that no monument should be raised 
to his mPmory, becauu, be said, it is a superfluous espense. Meo 
will remember me, if by my conduct in life I have di!Nrved iL 
/mpml11 mom.cmenti IU#)trtiCUUII ut. .MemoritJ ftOSiri dwobit, ft 
eiUi tnenrimul. Pliny, lib. is. epist. 19. 

( cf) The subjugation of the Silures, a fiprce and obstinate 
enemy, gave the Romans quiet possession of the south of Britaio. 
It will not be improper, in this place, to state in one view, and 
io regular succession, the BPveral geoPrals who commanded io 
Britain, from the first enterprise of Claudius, to tbe arrival of 
Agricola, who bad the glory of subduing this island. 

A.U.C. 
I. Aulus Plautius, sent by Claudiut - - - - - '796 
I. Ostoriua Scapula, sent by Claudius • • - • 80S 
S. Aulus Didius, by Claudius - • 804 
4. Quintus V c:ranius, by Claudius • 806 
5. Suetonius Paulinus, by Nero • - • - - • 814 
6. Petronius Turpilianua, by Nero • - - 815 
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!J. Trebelliua Muimus, by Nero 
8. VettiGS Bolauus, by Vitellius - - -
9. Petelita Cerealis, by Vespaaiao - -

10. Jaliua Frootioua, by Vespaaiao 
II. Coeua Julius Agricola; by V espasiao 

SEcnoN XVIII. 

!09 

- 816 
- 822 

- - - 824 
- 826 
- 8Sl 

(a) Our author hitherto, like a lkilfol biographer, hu laid him
elf out to prepare the theatre of war, io which Agricola was to 
make so coospicuous a figure. His iotroductioo is intimately con
aected with the ensuing aarrative. From this plaee AgricQla be
comes the graod object of attention. He arrived in Br,itain in 
the suauner, A. U. C. 831, A. D. 78. 

(b) The Ordovicea iohabited the counties of Flint, Deobigh, 
Paeoarvoo, Merioneth, aod Montgomery, io North Wales. 

(c) Soetooius Paolious bad conquered Aoglesey; but the iosur
·rection of tbe Britons, under Boadicea, did not leave him time to 
-teeure poueasion. As Agricola l~amed his first rudiments of war 
aader that command~:r, he was, probably, engaged ill the first in· 
nsion of the islaod. · Haviog entirely subdued the Ordoviciar.a, 
he formed a resolution to retake the place which had been snatch· 
ed out of the conqueror's bands. Mr. Pen11ant mentioos a pass 
ioto the vale of Clwyd, in the parish of Llanarmoo, which, 
he says, is still called Bwilch Agrikle;probably from having been 
occupied by Agricola in his w-..y to the isle of Mona. The inva
aion by Suetonius was seventeen years belore the fioaJ reduc
tion of the place under the conduct of Agricola, 

(d) The elder Pliny ealls the laurel the messenger of joy aDd 
Yictory, being always affixed by the Roman generals to their let
ters of dispatch after success against tbe enemy, and also to the 
spears and javelins of the soldiers. lAurus Rornanil prm,ipue l«ti· 
lie t!ic:torian~mqut m.mlia addilul'literil, et mililum lanctis pi&que. 
Plioy, lib. xv. a. SO. · Persius; the satirist, meaning to speer at 

TOL. Tl. 27 
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Caligula's mock triumpb over the Germallt, iaf'orma 1111 diet tile 
en)perw aent an account of hi• pretended victory in alnnlled Je&. 
ter. 

0 bone, nu111 ignoru1 Mi- eat a Caarc laurua 
Jnaignem ob clatlem Germ .. nz pubia. 

PIIUIVI0 tat. Yi. I. 48. 

S.:cno• XIX. 
( ca) Saetooiua givea a ahnilar account of J ulias Cesw. Thai 

snat commander aeither took notice of aH the faults eemmi~ 
by hia aoldiei'P, nor proportioaed the puniabment to tb~ aatere 
et every oft'"nee. Deeertioo and mutiny were objects of hnltrid 
inquiry, and were eare to meet condip puniabment. Ia othet 
eases, be chose rather to connive, thao know too mach, Dt:lid4 
.,.... ~ot omnia, MqUe pro fltodo Utqut#HIIw: ted ~ 
,.,. ct tedi&torwa ct inquiritor t1 punitor oc:mimu, CBMieetat t. 
ceteril. Suit. U. Jul. t.'cu. •· 6'7. 

(b) Brotier reada frvmenti d ~~ Gild-., and uder
atanda an increase qf tribttlu. Other editions have aadi•-. 
meaning tbe aeverity with which they were esacled. It •11 lie 
doubted wht'lber the word cwelio ia ever used by tbe Latia wri• 
ters for augmentation. In 1eneral it implies what ia uDdenteod I& 
prrsent by an auction, and eo the word is uaeclby Junaal; 11 111• 

10 quod audio trendit. Some of the muucripes ia the v-
are sai1f to have nGCticmea, and that aeue baa been ..,._ ia 
&he traaslation. 

(c) ~a Bletterie lias a note which tbrowa great light OD tbil 
whole ps11age, relative to the tribunes and tbe collecton. In c.be 
irst place, each province paid to the Romau a tribute or cora, 
which, in gtneral, was paid in kind. In tboae provinc• wlaicla 

' had voluntarily tubmitted to the dominion of Rome, the r....
delinred the tenth part or his crop. Thia was what io ~ 
pbraae is called tyllse com,frv"""'am~ Seeoadly, ia 
tbe ceoquercd provincca, aucb • Britiu, tb, Bomaaa CIICtell 1 
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1'011.-titJ, hill& tbe buebel at a ltated nte. Tbil wu eaii
..S.fr-enhn llipeMWiuaa. Thirdly, betidea thole two modee ef 
eollectios, it waa further expected that tbe iubabitantlof&be eev· 
«1l provi~~ee~ elaould furniab, at a eetded price, whatenr wae n
fiUired for the aee of scwernment: tbia wu called purchued CCJI'I, 

Jr-rtlum elllpltl& Fourthly, tbe proviaeea were further c:biiJed 
witb a euppl1 for the UIC of tbe proc:ooeul, or coveraor; but ~ 
price was arbitrary. at the will aod pleaa•re of the govenor bi•· 
eelf. Tbit wu DOt ahvaye paid ia kiad. A compotitiea wat 
•ade ia IDOilf'y, and thie wu called cera at a valuatiea,Ji....,.. 
--.,..... Some of the proviocee belo&~ed im.aedia&ely to die 
emperor; otbert were eooeidered u .. property ef the lttKe, ... 
were,' therefore, lef\ to tbe managemeat of the eenate. Ia &be ill· · 
peri•l proviocee, the tribute waa carried to tbe filcue, or tbe ex
chrqoer or tbe emperor; ia the ltaatoriao proviacee, tbe levitt be
loDged to the public, aDd were earrietl iato &be ......-., tbf' trea• 
1011 of tbe eeoate. Jo the varioue modee'o( eolleetio1 tbe eeverll 
impotte, gnu abueee were often praetieed. Ae eooa 11 the f•1 

mer carried in bit crop, the revenue oflcen lec.bd up hie grant• 
ry, and till tbe tribute wu dieeharged, allowed no aceeta to hia 
.. n s&oek. He wilbecl to llan the bueiae~~ finally Mjaattcl, bot 
the colleelor wae not at lei.we. The famaer laoguitbtd at &he 
door of hia bam, pioioc fer the uee of bit owa property; IN& tbU 
liberty wat not granted. till with money, or an additional quau· 
tity ef eon. be Wlloblird to bribe tbe oeirer inerder to set theac· 
eont.Uletl.ln this meaner bf' bought bit owo, ud tnt afterw ... 
410mpellecl, at tbe requiaitiou eftbe govemor, to tell it at aa iel'4· 
rior price. There wu ttiU another pieranee: &bt farMn- who 
li~ed It a 4itta.ce frem tbe qoarten of tbe legioo1, was erdered 
te bring ia bit COfD for the ute oftbe army, aad te dc-linr Mota 
the epot &Miped. The leftllh ef the way, and che elpeDit of •• 
eooyeyuc:e oblipd tiM aati'ee to COIBpoUad with tiM o&iun, wile 
laad Ole ioiqutty to enriell tbemselYet by tiN• naode ef pluuder. 
Whoner hat a Miocl to eeetbe exactio11t praeli~d by tile eollec~ 
lol:t of the ftotMa rtYeaue, Will find them ltated at Ja11e ia Ci
_,.,,, tiDrd tl'lllioD ~pian Verret. We IMre rt141 of u Hilt 
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wbe~by it was ordered, that no man. should carry his con to the 
granary, till he had made bis agreement with tbe coiJ.,.IDr. The 
consequence was, that the officer prescribed bis own terma; and tbe 
impatience of the farmer was sure to sulMnit. .E:torihw pecWiare 
edidum repentinum, rae qtris frumenlul1l de area tolleret anita, qua 
cum decumano pactw euet. Salu hru magna Dil ad inique poeil
cendum: malo mull plw dare, quam non mature tz ared lollefoe "' 
J'ernm, lib. iii. num. 86, 87. To state all the iniquities of the 
officers would lead to a great length. They are painted forth ia 
glaring colours by the Roman orator; and if the colleetora in Ta
citus's time did not improve upon the e:sample left by Vemt, there 
can be no doubt but they practised all the iniquities of that noto
rious plunderer. 

SECTION XX. 
(a) This was the second summer after Agricola arrived iD Bri

tain, A. U. C. 882, .\, D. 79. Vespasian died this year on tbe 
14th of June: Agricola, from that time, continued to c:e»mmaad ia 
Britain during the reign ofTitus. 

(b).-Mitny vestiges of Roman camps are still to be seen in va
rious parts of England. Two, which were probably raised by 
Agricola, will be mentioned in the nezt note. 

(c) Agricola, u appears from all circumstances, marched hit 
army from Anglesey, which bad surrendered to his arms, through 
North Wales, on his way to Caledonia. Tacit1111 does not direct

- ly say what road be pursued. Tbis, however, is made aufficient-
1y clear by Gordon in his ltinerarium &ptmtritmt&le, or hit Jour-

- Dey through 11)081 parts of Scotland. HP sbows, in the first place, 
that the march in the second summer was as far a• the Frith of 
Edinburgh, as it corresponds with his penetrating as far u the 
Tay in the third campaign. This is rendered still more evident 
by the atuaries, or wide mouths of rivers, at the flood resembling 
arms of the sea, which Agricola passed after sounding tbe fordable 
pieces. Those fritha Gordon obiel'\"es, must be the Du, near 
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Chelter, the arm of tbe tea near Liverpool, Ribhle, and tbe Sol
lov!ay · Frilla, there beiog oo other fritba between Jlngleuy and 
&odand. Gordon produces another reason to prove that tbe march 
was on the weetem aide of Eogland, na~ely, the eacampmenta, 

, the vestiges of which are sti11 to be seen in-tbe county of Annan· 
dale, and the neighbouring counties; the first at a place cal1ed 
.Bt&rMior1c HiU, near the road from Carluk to .Moffat; the se
cond, about a quarter of a mile from the kirk of .Middlfby, on the 
«luke of Queeoebury's estate. These two camps are accurately de· 
teribed by Gordon; and from all these vetligee of Roman worb 
be infen, tbat Agrieola's march wu through the valley of Duwa
jrW, every other road Ring impracticable for aa army. The rea· 
der is referred to Gordon's elaborate arpmeat, which he will 
find in · the Itinerary, cbap ii. That learned antiquarian has tbe 
merit of esplaining what the laconic manner of Tacitua bas lef\ 
in some obacurity. Hia judicious obaervationa will show that the 
march of the Roman army wu through~~ Wutt!IM't• 

IGnd, and Cum6erlcand, into &rusrulale in Scotland, and thence 
u far aa Ediftlnwgh; and that tbt whole country, as far as the 
isthmus between the fritbs of Forth and Olytk, was awed and 
held in check, during the following winter, by tbe victorious arms 
of a general, wbo made such a rapid progreu, and dispoted his 
forts and 1arrisons with so much judgment, that the enemy found 
tbem impregnable. Gordon aeaures us, that on the neck of land 
wbicb separates the Forth and the Clyde, there are more remains 
of Roman worka than in any other part of Scotland. 

Si:CTIOI!f XXI. 
(o) Gordon, in his ltioerary, has described the remaining vee

tip of a number of forts on the isthmus between tbe Forth anCI 
the Clyde, and alao J)f a town, called CoxELON, which, be sayt, 
it evidently a Roman work;.the ruins of ancient houses are still 
to be seen. Hia third chapter is an elaborate dinet1ation on a Ro
man temple, now called Arthur'• Oon, or O•eu, near tbe Forth; 
which, be contenda, wu built by Agricola, during the winter af
ter bis aeeood campaip in Scotland. Hector Boethiua ia of opi· 
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•ioo, ~at tbil roucl edifice , .. built bJ V etplliu, wMa .. 
eerved io Britaio; aod that Aulue Plauli• died io the IOwa of C.. 
..ao.. in Scotlaod, which be calls Oamtlodunum. Bc~cbaoao ca
plodes this opiaioo, aad, upoo the best conjecture be co•ld f~ 
concludes that Jlrtluw'1 0.. wu a atructore drdicated 1o the s" 
Terminul. But the eoojecturea of aoti'luariaaa, ofteo iaJeoio~ an 
too oftea uncertaia. It must, however, be aaid, amidll tbia cJult 
of opioions, that Gordon teems to bavr proiNibilitJ oa biuide, ... 
prcially u we find io Taeit11, that Asricola, 10 allure .. e ~ 
from ~eir barbaa'oUt 10annen, tausht them to build bOIIHI, when 
abeJ might besio to taste the pleuura of civilisatiea. Tbe ltatie 
of man in eavage life, 81ld the policy of aoReaiag tbe uaeultinleli 
DltDd by tbe iotroduc:tioo of liberal arb, it fiaelJ toucbed bJ Ci. 
cero io bit oration for Sutius; aad Plutareh eays, that th• rJor1 
of Alexander did not cooeisl in a number of camels loaded witla 
sold: be either penuaded or compelled the savage tribetof Alia eo 
unite io society, aod live uoder the protection of laws; that 1IPf 

•i• true glory; and those who etraped his eooqueriug aword. were 
DOt 10 happy as the vanquished There was oothiac to reclaim tbe 
former from barbarity; aod the latter, eveo against their wiU, wen 
tamed aad polished. 

(b) La Bletterie, io his note on this passagr., is alarmed for the 
honour of his country. He doubts whether Agricola was a compc· 
teotjudge; in all eveots be appeals from the seoleoct>. He wishes, 
however, that the palm of genius may be eonteoded for by both 
nations; aod that the rivalship betweeo tbrm, which baa prodac
ed tragic ennts and acenes of blood, may, for the future, be c baac
ed into a literary cooust, to, enlighteo the rest of Europe with 
eound philosophy, not with vaio metaphysics, which, uoder the 
specious pretence of thinking profoundly, tt>nd to notbiog but tbe 
eubvenion of go¥ernmt>ot and religion. La Bletterie doea oot dis
guise his oational partiality: he will bave it that learoing passed 
(rom J.'raoce into this countr;y. Jo aupport or bia positioa, h• 
quote• the threadbare verse; 

Gallia eausidicoe docuit facunda Britll0110f. 
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ftrotier It above tbe liUieoess of national P"judiee. He says, it . 
is wonderful tb11t Agricola, in rude and savage times, abould be 
able to forttel the 'enius of a country, which has since produced 
Bacon, Milton, and Newton, not to mention otben of great ancl 
.illustrio111 talcott. 

SecftoR XIII. 
(e~) Agricola's third year was A. U. C. 838; A. D. 80. 

(b) Tbe .Wer Tay iaauea oat of I.MJ&. Tay ia BrratlaiiM, aua 
111oning . eouth·ealt, pa•s the town of Perth, and fa lie iatu the 
O.rman oceao at Dundee, where it i. called the Frilb of Tar. 
Agricola'• coaqueatt we~, of course, in Fifahire aod in Pnth· 
tbire .. 

. (e) The prioeipal fort built tty Agricola was at Ardoch io Perth· 
ehire, situated 10 at to command the entraoeet iato two valleye, 
BlraiWan and StralhtM"A. A description ud plao of it& remaias, 
llitl ia good preservation, are given by Mr. Pennant in his Tour. 
t. &otlaad, 1 '7'72, part ii. p. 101. This fort, commanding two 
eateOiiYe valleya, aeeins to prove what Tacitus aaya, viz. that wao 
aeocral aJiowed pater skiD in lbe choice of aclvutageoua aitua
tioos. 

SECTIOR XXIII. 
(a) Agricola's fourth campaign was A. U. C. 884, A. D. 81. 

Titua died tbis year, on the thirteenth of September, io the for· 
ty·first year of his age; having merited, in a short reign of little 
more than two years, the love of the Roman ~oplt>, and the ap
plause of posterity. From the death of that lamented emperor, 
Agricola tJJG8 falkn ora e1lil da!JI. Ht> still punued his conquests ia 
Britain; but his virtues and his fame in arms rendered him obnosi· 
ous to the jealouay of Domitiao, who bebeld risi•J merit with i 
analignant .:,-e. 

(b) GlottJ or Clot., and Bodotria, mre the DIUDCI si•ea by 
Ptolemy to thoae famous atuaritt, or arms of the tea. The Clola 

• il IKIW cailcd Clyde, wbich risa ia A~ aad, after a wide 

Digitized by Goog I e 



.. 
116 NOTES Oil THE 

eircbit, falls into the gulf of Dumbarton, on the westero aide f1l 

Scotland, oppo&ite to the isJe of Bute. The Bo®tria of Plolemy 
is tbe river Forth, which rises in .Monttilh, and, after deacribiog 
a number of beautiful meanden, discharges itself, near Edi .. 
burgh, into an arm of the German Sea, called the FrilA of Forli. 

(c) The space between the Frith of Forth and th~ Clyde is 
aot more tbao thirty miles over. Gordon's Itinerary givca a de
~eription of the ruins of a number offorta in a regular chaio, witla
fo a amall distance from each other, beginning at Dumbare., 
and thence eaatward to Arthur's Oven aear the Frith of Forth. 
See the Itinerary, p. 20, 21. 

(d) By means of these well-situated and well-garrisoned sta
tions, the Caledonians were confined, in that northern part of tbe 
island, as it were in a peninsula. On the same neck o( land, Lol
li us Urbicut, governor of Britain in the reigA of Antoniua .Pi01, 
erected a wall or rampart, extending from Old Kirkpatrick: on the 
Clyde, to the borden of the Forth; a space of thirty miles, defended 
by a chain of forts, all supposed to have been built on tbe site 
claosen by Agricola. Some vestiges of the wal,l are still to be aeea. 
It is usually called Graham's Dike. Guthrie, in his Geograpltical 
Grammar, says, one of the greatest improvementa for inlaod na
vigation is now ( 1771) carrying on, at a considerable espeaae, bJ 
a society of public-spirited gentlemen, for the purpose of joininc 
the riven Forth and Clyde; by which a communication will be 
opened between the east and west seas, to the immense advantage 
of tbe whole kingdom, as must be evident to every person wbo 
shall throw his eye upon the map of Scotland. G~ 
Grammar, 4to edit. 

SECTION XXIV. 
(a) Asricola'a fifth campaign waa in the summer A. U. C. 885, 

A. D. 81. 

( 6) We are now to aee Asricola penetratin& further into North 
Britain; but the IJconic atyle of the author does not distinctly . 
Cell Ul on wbicb side of tbe country tbe attempt waa UMde. From 
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tbe sequel, however, it is clear, that having driven the Caledo
nians beyond the isthmus between the Clyde and the Forth as it 
were into another island, the Roman general was determined to 
march against the nations to the north of the Clyde, in order to 
spread a general alarm, and make an impression on the west side . 
of the country. For that purpose, Tacitus says, be crossed the 
~e~tuary, meaning the guW of Dumbarton. The c11mmentators 
are much divided about the construction of the words, na"e prima 
lransgrusus; Ill sailed ita 1M fint ship. Some of them will have 
it, that be embarked in the first ship of his fteet: but we have no 
account of a fleet in readio~ss for this expedition. The transla
tion, therefore, bas adopted the most natural and obvious sense. 
Agricola crossed the .estuary of the Clyde, in the first Roman ves
sel that waa ever seen in those parts. His army, in the mean 
time, marched over the isthmus, probably near Dumbartoo, and, 
making a rapid progress through Argyleshire, advanced to the sea
coast opposite to Ireland. It appears in the following section, 
that Agricola had no fleet till he ordered ships to be got in readi
ness for his sixth campaign. 

(c) The terms in which La Bletterie expresses himself in his 
notes OD this section, ODe might imagine were dictated in the heat 
of the late contest between Ireland and Great Britain. The French 
author says, " Ireland has more harbours aud more convenient 
ports than any other country in Europe. England has but a small 
number. Ireland, if sbe could shake oil' the British yoke, and 
form an independent stat~, would ruin the British commerce; 
but, to her misfortune, England is too well convinced of thi1 
truth." The ruin of Britain would undoubtedly be agreeable to 
a French patriot; but the man who in his heart is a friend to hotb 
countries, may be allowed to express his wish, that, upon proper 
terms, both islands may be always united in interest. Tbe combined 
valour of the two kingdoms will be, at all times, an overmatch for 
the maritime powers of Europe. Some of the historians of Ire
land seem to be much offended with Tacitus, on account of the, 
opinion here advanced; nam~ly, that one legion, with a body of 
auxiliaries, would be sufficient for the conquest of lrrJand; aad 
n~~. ~ I 
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perhaps they are right. Couragt' bas been, in nery age, the dis
tingui~hing quaiity of that country. The· Roman gem·ral would 
bavt: fouud a people no ltss fiuce aoi.l indt'penrlent than the Ca
ledonians; and it is probable, that, among the l'hieftains, there 

would have been many a G.&LG.&cus to stand forth in tbe caUte 

ef liberty. 

SECTION XXV. 
(a) Agricola's sisth campaign was l. U. C. 836, A. D. SS; 

·the st·cond year of Domitian's rtign. 

(b) Agricola, in the third year of his expeditions, had ptne· 
trated, north of tht Forth, as far as ttre Frith of Tay (see St"Ctioo 

uii ~; hut we are told hy Tac-rtus, that the rountry "'"' overrun, 
not eouquerf'd; nor was it sufficif'ntly t·xploretl. And wt: find. tbat 
Agricola, dreadiug an insurrection of all the nations beyon·l the 

Frith of Forth, judge•l it right to man a fleet, in order to searcb 
the coasts and countrit·s on the eastun sidt of Caletlonia. Gor
don, in his Itinerary, is of opinion, since no mention is made in 

the text of the rl'turn of those shipi, that, aftl'r their su"l'Y of 
the coast, they remaintd either in some road or harbour in Fife
shire, or within the Frith of Tay, being the most commodious 

shelter from tl'mputuous weather. The war was oO\V carried oa 
in the counties of Fife, Perth, and Jlngm, if not farther. 

(c) Tr:~r.es of these ~orts aud castles are still extant in Fife
shire, Perth, and Strathearn. 

SECTION XXVI. 
(u) This battle, Gor,Jon the antiquarian thinks, was fought ia 

the county of Fife; and he draws his condusiou from the appt"ar
ance of a Roman camp still to oe seen at a place called Loda
Ore, about two miles from 1-och-l...nm. The form of this camp, 
Gordon says, is nearest to a sguare, but in many. parts so levelled 
and defaced, that he could not make a ptrh:ct draught or it. To 

'the south of this camp there is a large moras8, iA which are daily 

dug up the roots of dift'erent trees, in such abuodaoce as senes '-
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. , abow that it was formerly a great woo,J; which renders it highly 
probable that the ninth legion was attacked in that very camp, 
aioce Tacitus teHs us, that if l 11e bogs and woods bad not co
vered the ftight of.thr. Caledonians, tbe victory obtained by the 
Romans would have ended the war. \V e are further told, that 
uenr this place there is a small village, called the Blair; a wo~d, 
in the old language, signifying local pugn12, the spot where a bat• 
tle waslought. See Gordou'sltinerory, p. 86. 

(b) There were four gates to a Roman camp; one on each side 
of the circumltrence, accessible for the use of the baggage hor· 
aes, and widf' in case of a sally. Tile g ttes had their distinct 
names; Prt2loria, Decumono, Dutro, and Sinistra. 

(c) The marshes 'and forests that protected the Caledonian• 
were, most probably, Loch-l..ttJeB, and the woods that grew 
around it, as mentioned in this sectioP, note ( o ). 

SECTION XXVII. 
(a) All public resolutions were formed, among barbarians, at 

their carousing ft·stivals in religious groves. It was in this man· 
ner that CIVILIS drf'w the 8;ttavians and the Germana into a 
league against the Romans. See Tacitua, Hut. iv. a. 14. 

SECTION XXVIII. 
(a) The Usipians inhabited the Duchy of Clevtt, ·and other. 

parts of Germany. See the Mcmnen of the Gttmam, s. xuii •. 
DOle (11). 

(b) The Jt-fanipuli were companiea of foot. as the T"nn12 were 
of the cavalry. A cohort consisted of sixty companiea, ten in each, 
amountiug io the whole to six hundrl'd men. Each cohort was 
eo01manded by a centurion. Roman sold•ers w,.re int rmixed 
with the Usipians, io order to instruct a body of auxiliaries in the 
art of w;~r. · 

(c) Tacitus has not mentioned the place from which these dar· 
iDg adveotarera put to sea. D1o ~lates the same eotcrpriee, butt 
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he also omits the port from wbicb the voyage began. All we Ieana 
from that author, or rather from the abridgment of XrPHILIN, is, 
that certain soldiers, who bad mutinied against their centurions, 
and put them to death, seized a vesatl, and sailing, at tbe mercy 
or tbe winds and waves, along the lvestern part of the islaad, 
landed, against their design, upon the coast, near one of the camps 
which the Romans bad in the country. See Manning's Dioo Cas
sius, v. ii. p. 62. Tacitus had an opportunity of being informed 
by Agricola, bis father-in-law; and his account is, therefore, more 
circumstantial. From both historians it mtly be fairly collected, 
that the outset of tbia dtsperate voyage was either from some port 
in Galloway, or from Cantire in Argyleshire, where Agricola had 
stationed bia garrisons. The deserters, in the course of their 
voyage, landed at varioua placea, and auft'ered by famint and other 
disuters, till they reached the eastern coast, wbere, and where 
only, the Romans were stationed in different encampments. 

(e) The adventurers, as stated in the last note, having either 
sailed northward of the Orcades, or through Pctalland FriJh, 
which divides those islands from the extremity of Scotland, reach
ed the German Ocean; and thence, through want of skill in uavi
gation, or driven by tempestuous wtather, arrived at length ia 
the Baltic (.Mare Suet~icum), and landed on tbe coast oftbe Sue
viaos. Being considered as freebooters and virates, their stor:r 
gained no friends. The boldnen of their enterprise found oo acl
miren, aad their suferings excited no companion. They were 
seized, first by the Suevi, between the Y"utulo and the EIIM. 
Those who escaped the Suevians, fell into the bands of the: Fri
sians, between the Amisia (the Ems) and the Rhine. Being sold 
to slavery, many of them made their way to the Roman settle-. 
menta on the west side of the Rhine, and there related their Pe
rils by sea and land. 

It will not be altogether foreign to the purpOse, and perhaps not 
unwelcome to the reader, if we obse"e, that, prior to the adven· 
tore of the Usipiaos, there was, in a former age, another eote,.. 
prise, still more u:traordioary. Pliny the elder relates the fact, 

Digitized by Goog I e 



LJF'E 0~ AGRICOLA. !!I 

after Cornelius Nepoe, who, io bis account of a voyage to the 
North, says, that io the consulship of Quintus Metellus Celer, 
and Lucius Afranius (A. U. C. 694, before Christ 60), certain 
Indians, wbo bad embarked on a commercial voyage, were cast 
away on tbe coast of Germany, and given as a present, by the 
king of tbe Suevians, to Metellus, who was at that time procon· 
sular go.emor of Gaul. Comeliul .Mpo8 de 1tplelfllrionGli cit'· 
eun tradil, Quinto Mdtllo Celeri, LuQi .8franii in coneulatu 
co1kp, 'ed twn Gallill procouuli, lndot a rege Sue.orum dono 
dGU», qui a IndiQ commtrcii cawa ncltligma~t~, tempeslalibtu merat 
in Germmriclm obrepti. Pliny, lib. ii. s. 67. The work of Cornelius 
Nepos bas not come down to us; and Pliny, as it seems, bas 
abridged too much. Tbe whole tract would have furnished a 
considerable event io the history of navigation. At present, we 
are left to conjecture, whether the Indian adventurers sailed 
round the Cape of Good Hope, through tbe Atlantic Oceao, and 
thence into the Northern Seas; or whether they made a voyage 
still more extraordinary, by passing the island of Japan, the coast 
of Siberia, Kamd&altlca, .ze.bla in the Frozen Ocean, aod thence 
round l.taflland and Norway, either into the Baltic or the German 
Ocean. In the former cue, the passage from the East ·Indies 
was actually bown long before the discovery by the Portuguese 
in tbe year 149'7. In the second case, if they sailed along the 
coast of Cl&ino aod Kamehat8ka, the north-east pauage, hitherto 
attempted in vain, was nplored many centuries ago. 

It may be proper to mention, that about the year 1770, a set of 
oavigaton from Japan were driven by tempestuous weather to the 
nonhero coast of Siberia, and having landed at KamdtaUica, were 
conveyed to Petersburg, and there received by the Empreu oi 
Russia with the greatest humanity. 

(d) This was the summer in the year of Rome 837, A. D. 84, 
when Agricola opened bis seventh campaign. 

s~cTION XXIX. 
(a) To ascertain the spot where the Mont Grampiul or GrtJm. 

pian Hill stands, Gordon observes in his Itinerary, bu employed 
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the antiquariPS both of England and Scotland. Camden, and most 
of the English. in their commtotaries on this passage, fix it at a 
place called Gra..Ubain; but where that is, Gordon says, he could 
not discover. Thf' Scotch antiquaries, be obs~"es, are mucb 
divided; some rontf'ntling for the shire of .llnp, others for the 
Blair of .llthol in Pertllllaire, or .llrdod& in Strathallan. After es
amioing thuse diffi·rent propositions, Gordon gives his opinion, 
that tbt: .MoM GrampiUI, mentioned by Tacitus, is in Stmlheana, 
half a mile south of the Kirk of ComtirU. His reasons, as well 
as they can be rondensed in tl•is note, are as lolloiV:-In tbe 
first place, thue is in Scotland a most remarkable ridgP of moun
tains, called the GRAMPIAN HaLLs, whieb divide the H~hlnnd. 
from tbe Lowlands; reaching from /Jumb.,rton on the Frith or 
Clydt as tar <~s Jlbtrdem on the Gcrm"n Ocf'an. The .Mou 
Gmmpiw in quution is undoubtPdly ont of thost· Grampian hills; 
and that it was near tbe Kirk of Comerit:, Gordon thinks evident 
&om the follo\ting facti. Near .Comeru he found a large extrnd· 
cd plain, about a mile in breadth, and several mill's in length; and 
on one part of tbf' plain, a nohle square Roman encampment, di
Jided into two partitions, each surrounded with two aggeru, or 
rampartt, and between tbrm a lnrge fossa, or ditch, with four 
diltinct entrance• into the camp, analogous to those described by 
J01epbua, when the Romans laid siege to Jerusalem. Gordon 
adds, that be calculated tbe numbPr of men rontained in the 
10uthm01t camp, ac:tording to the allowance of ground made by 
Polybiue for eacb foot-soldil'r, and was agreeably surprised to find 
it cootaioed the precise numbtr which Tacitus says lsect. xuv.) 
Agricola bad under bis command at the battle of .Mons Gram· 
piw, viz. 8000 ausiliariea; and in the other squart~, exactly SOOO 
horse. The plain is directly at the foot of the Grampian hiU.; 
and there are the collu, or rising grounds, on which the Caledo· 
aians were placed before the battle. Nor ie it difficult, on view• 
iDg this grouod, to gueu at the place where the covinarii, or chari· 
oteers, wheeled about. Gordoo adds one argument more, which 
he thinks decisive: the moor, on wbic:b the camp stands, is called 
to tbia day G4ldachara, or Golgochan, Rou-moor; not that Gal-
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ft1CtU constructed the camp, but here be engaged Agricola's army; 
for which reason his nnme is left on the place. See Gordou's 
Itinerary, p. S9 and 40.-lt must not br dissembled, that Mr. • 
Pennant, a very ingf!nious and entertaining travei.Jer, has lately 
visited the same ground, an.J has given his reasons for dissenting 
from Mr. Gordon. What that gentleman advances must ahvay• 
merit attention. The camp, he says, which Gordon has described, 
lies between the river &m, aod the litt.le stream called the R,u.
ehd, oo a plain too contracted for such a number of combatants 
as Tacitus says there was. to form aod act in, or for their chari• 
oteers or c·avalry to scour the field. He admits that _there are se
veral small bills near the greater, wb.-re the Britona might have 
ranged th•~ms,.Jves before the battle. But the distance from the 
sea is, with Mr. Pennant, an in5uperable argument against this 
being the spot; as we are expressly iuforn1ed, that Agricola tent 
his fteet before, in order to distract and divide the enemy; and 
that be himself marched with his army, till he arrived at tbe 
-Grampian mountain, where ~e found the Caledonians drawn up 
in Ioree. Mr. Pennant says, from the whole account givea 
by T ..~citus, it should be supposC"d that the action wo~s fought ia 
an open countrv, at the foot of certain hills, not io a little plain 
ami,Jst ddiles, as the valleys about Comtrit consist of. Pennant's 
Tour, I 712, part ii p. 96. It is not the design of this note to 
decitle between these two opposite opinions; but, upon due con· 
tidtration, it may be found that Mr. Pennant's arguments are far 
from being condusive. The place, however, for a fair investi· 
gation will be, when Tacitus dr•m·s up both armies in order oC 
battle. We shall tben be able to form a more exact idea of tbe 
spot; and, Jlf!rbaps, 1ve shall have reason to accede to Gordoa'• 
opinion. See sect. xnv. and note (a). 

(b) In the chronicle of the kings of Scotland, Galgaeu~ is call· 
ed Gald1U; of which name, and its etymology, Gordon give• the 
following account:-Galgacus was Iatini sed by the Roo•ans froaa 
two Highland appellations, viz. Gold and Cad&ach; the first, 
Gald, being the proper name, and tlte second an adjection to it, 
from tbe battles he bad fou;ht; it tignifies the eame u prflliotw; 

Digitized by Goog I e 



124 NOTES ON TUE 

Gald lhejigh.lt'l tf baUlcs; which kind of nick-name iJ still ill• 
among the Highlanders. Thus the late Viscount .Diatde.e 1'rll, 

by the Highlanders that followed him, called Jolta Dr.-.;Va
Cath, Blade-Mired John ~ho .fighll the baulu: and in like mae
uer John Duke of Argyle was known among the Hiplaoden "J 
the name of Jolm Roy-Nan-Cach, &d-haired Jolar& wlt.o .Ji&ltb lie 
balllu. Gordon's llint'lary, p. 40. In the speech ascribed to tllis 
gallant chieftain, we have a striking picture of Romao oppreaioa. 
The various arts of those ambitious conquerors, and the •ices fll 
their government in the several provinces of the empire, are paiJI&. 
ed forth in glaring colours. The art of compressing in patlletic 
language, with precision and energy, all the topics that cu ia
spire the heart of man with a generous love of liberty, is bae 
displayed in full perfection. It may indeed be doubted, whether 
GalgactJB spoke what Tacitus baa put into his mouth; but that lac 
harangued his men is highly probable. In those .days no baWc 
was fought without a speeth from the general, to route aDd Hi
mate the valour of hi• army. We see the same custom amoe, 
the ancient Germans~ and we find it among the IBvagea of Ame
rica. In our times few or no speeches are made at the bead o{ 

the line. The modem general has no occasion to be an oralor: 
his artillery speaks for him. Bllt since it is likely that Golpcw 
addressed his men, that probability is ground sufticieat for tJte 
historian; and Galgacw, then upon the point of a decisive actiola, 
when all that w~ dear to him depended on the event, may be 
fairly allowed to have addressed his men in substauce at leut, if 
uot in the manner here represented. The ferocity of a 11vqe, 
whose bosom glowed with the love of liberty, gives warmth aad 
spirit to the whole speech. Neither the Greek nor Romaa .,. 
baa aay thing to compare with it. The critics have admired tbe 
speech of Porus to Alexander; but, excellent at it is, it sbriab 
and fades away before the Caledonian orator. Even the speeclt 
of Agricola, which follow• immediately after it, is tame aud fee
ble, when opposed to tbe ardour, the impetuosity, and the ftbe
meACt' of the British chief. We see Tacitus exerting all his art to 
decorate &be character of his father-iu-law: but be bad ueitbcr 
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the same vein of sentiment, nor the same generous Jove of Jiber· 
ty, to support the cause of an ambitious conqueror. In the ha· 
rangue of Galgacw, tbt pleasure of the reader springs from two 
principles: be admires the enthusiasm of the brave Caledonian, 
and at the same time applauds the noble historian, who draws up 
a charge against the tyranny of his own country~en, and gene• 
rously lists on the side of liberty. 

SECTION XXXI. 
(a) The Trinobantes, or the people of Essex, joined the lceni

ans in the grand revolt under Boadicea. See this Tract, sect. xvi. 
and Jlnnals, b. xiv. s. St. 

(b) This passage baa occasioned much controversy among the 
commentators; but those gentlemen are often ingenious to no end 
but to perplex themselves. The text is susceptible of an easy and 
obvious construction; and it is this: we have been hitherto un
subdued, and therefore we are not now to taste of liberty for the 
first time; we have always enjoyed our rights; let us preserve 
them by our .valour. 

SECTION XXXII. 
(a) In consequence of the military system of the Romans, the 

soldiers remained in a state of celibacy. Dio tells us, that the em
peror Claudius, to relieve them from the strict severity of the 
laws, allowed them all the rights and privileges annexed to the 
married state. Severus owed the imperial dignity to the legions; 
and to mark his gratitude, gave them leave to marry, and, by that 
and other indulgences, relaxed, and well nigh ruined, the disci
pline of the army. Before that time, a Roman camp had no place 
of accommodation for women. See, in Duncan's Cesar, a dis
sertation on the Roman art of war. That the Germans and other 
barbarians-were iodamed with uncommon ardour by their women 
in the field of battle, has appeared in various instances throughout 
the Annals and History of Tacitus. 

(b) The conquered provinces furnished auxiliaries, and the le
gions were often recruited by levies raised in distant partl of the 

VOL, VI, !9 

Digitized by Goog I e 



116 I'Oftl 01' 'Ill£ 

empire. Those aoJdien were not interested in the cause of Roaae: 
tbeir natin country waa in did'ereot and remote places. 

(c) The good stnse, no less than tbe spirit, of the Caledoniaa 
wanior is sera in this remark. Livy has a similar pa11Rge. Tbe 
plome and ereat of the enemy can ioftiet no wound; tbe Ri!NDu.., 
j~tvelin can pierce the painted shield; and the ranks of war~ that · 
display tbtir ~Jittering mantles, when attacked sword in baud, are 
soon discoloured with bloo•l. Non chrillu tiUlncra Jam-e. d per 
picta akjUe aurata ICUta tranrire Romanum pilum; d candon N
nitarum jalgmum tJCiem, ubi ru ferro gcratw, cruentari. Livy, lilr. 
z. s. 39. 

(d) The Usipi1ns were auiiliaries from Germany, engaged ia 
the quarrels of Rome; but not feeling themsdves interested io the 
cause, they dttermioed to nturn to their own country, aod with 
tbat design, committed tbems .. Jns to the mercy oC tbe wiada and 
want. See this Tract, s. 18. - · 

SECTION XXXIII. 
(a) Thf're is here a email mistake, the error perbapt of the 

copyist; 111 this, in fact, was Agricola's seventh eampaiga. lo tbe 
speech that follows, the reader will ~e the colours of rhetoric em
ployed, to ftatter the soldier's pride, and decorate the Just of do· 
minion with specious and seducing appearaoces. 

(b) Under all former commanders, the scene ohetioo was in 
that part of Britain called England. Statius, indeed, using hit 
poetical licence, carries Bolanus as far as Thule, and crowns his 
hero with laurels in the Highlands of Scotland. Set sect. viii. 
DOte (a), and xvi. note (e). But Agricola wu the first Romu 
general that carried bis VIctorious arms into Caledonia, and re
duced that wbole country as far as tbe Frith of Tay. 

(c) Livy has a similar sentiment. The eoldien, he says, filled 
their eyes oo·tbeir arms aod tbe swords in their buds, which they 
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considered aa their only hope . .ha tmatum /errt~fiU[Ut in dt:rtril, 
wlut .- reliqW.u lpei nae, inlvelllu. Lib. v. a. 42. 

SECTION XXXIV. 

( •) An aceoant of tbia attack, in which the legion, if Agricola" 
1aad not arrived in time, .would probably have been cut to pie"ea, 
il given io this Tract, aect. :uvi. 

(b) Aulua Plautiua undertook bia expedition into Britain, A. 
V. C. 796. From that time to the battle now impending, one or 
two and forty yean bad elapse•l; Agricola did not think an exact 
llatement neceuary; be was speaking to the pasaiou, and tbere· 
fore, used an oratorical amplification. 

S&cnoK XXXV. 

(a) We are now on the point of a great and decisive actioa. 
The motives that ibCite both armies have been displayed with 
energy. On one aide, the liberty of a people is dt'pending; on the 
other, the.fate of the Roman army. The order in which the com
batao~ were drawn up, is now presented to ua, but with the uau
al brevity of TacituL All thia pnparation keeps the reader io 
IUipeoae, and fills the miud with expectation. As Britons we feel 
for our ancestors, and aa scholars Wl' are dazzled by the glory of 
the Roman name. We have now before us the preparation for the 
.welling lunt. The main body of the Caledonians took post on tbe 
acclivity of the Grampian mount; their advanced linea stood at 
the foot of the bill, and the ranks rose one above another, in re
plar order, to the summit. The charioteers and horsemen ad
nneed oo the open plain, and rushed to and fro with wild veloci
ty. On the side of the Romans, the order of baUie wai as fol
Jowa:-Eight tbouaand auxiliaries formed the centre; the cavalry, 
amounting to three thousand, took poat in the winp: the legions 
were stationed in the rear, near the entnochmeota, to act as oe
cuion required, u a body of reserve; and, that the enemy might 
not be able to make an impreasion on the ftaok, the front tinea ot 
tile army were emaded to a considerable lenctJl. Broticr, iD his 
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note on tl1is passage, adds, that the spot where the battle wu 
· fought, was in StrolMam, near the Kirk of Conatrit: for tJtis be 

relies on the authority of Gordon. The camp, described in two 
divisions, one for the auxiliaries, and the other for the cavalry (see 
sect. xxis. note n), appears to him to be a circumstance of great 
weight, as indeed it must to every one who considers that the Ro
mans seldom or never came to action till they had, in some con
venient place, fonned a camp, and thrown up their entrenchments, 
to secure their retreat. There were besides, as appears in Gor· 
don's Itinerary, other camps in the adjacent country, from which 
Agricola drew together the maio strength of his army. Mr. Pen
nant observt'S, that, according to Tacitus, the Caledonians were 
above thirty thousand strong, and could not act with effect in close 
and narrow defiles. See sect. nix. note (o). But, as it should 
seem, the spot was chosen by Galgacus, with a view to draw the 
Romans into a contracted plain, and then pour down upon tbem 
from the high grounds, and the Grampian hill. On the other hand 
Agricola, who is celebrated for skill in choosing his ground, might 
also prefer a place where thirty thousand men could not at once 
aUack an inferior army. In this it appears that he succeeded. We 
are told, that the enormous swords of the Caledonians were unfit 
for an engagement in a confined space; ira orcto pug1SCin& nora tole· 
f'Gharat: and afterwards, when the charioteers rushed into the beat 
of the action, they were soon entangled among the ineqalities of 
the ground; ~ibw locilluutbarat. 1'he objection, therefore, 
to the narrowness of the field of battle, on which Mr. Pennant Jays 
to much stress, seems to lose its force, when we find that the bat
de was actually fought in a place of no great estent, surrounded 
by a number of bills, besides the Grampian mountain, where the 
main body of the Caledonians lay in wait for an opportunity to 
rush down upon tbe Romans. As to the distance from the sta, 
which Mr. Pennant calls an insuperable argument, as Agricola 
sent forward his fteet to distract the enemy, it is by no means a 
decisive circumstance. In Agricola's sisth campaign (see sect. 
:uv.) Tacitus tells us, that the fteet and land forces proceedt'd in 
light of each other. In the present espeditioo, that is not.said to 
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bave been the ease. The Roman general might order bis deet to 
sail aerou tbe friths both of the Tay and the Forth, while be him· 
self at the head of bia army, marched in quest of the enemy, then 
actually assembled at the Grampian bill. lu case or a defeat, 
the ships were, perhaps, in the Frith of Tay to receive the ftying 
army. Upon the ~bole, it appears, from all circumstances of the 
battle, that the Caledonians, far from wishing to act in a wide
extended plain, chose a spot, where they were posted to advantage, 
on the bills. When at last tbey quitted their fastnesses, it is evident 
that they could not exert themselves with effect amidst the nar· 
row defiles. Upon the whole, the controversy will not easily be 
decided: antiquarians are seldom willing to agree, and the Gram· 
pian hiU is likely to continue a subject of contention. The rea
der who promises himself either pleasure or instruction from the 
inquiry, will do well to peruse the arguments of Gordon and Mr. 
Penaant, as stated by themselves. He will then be able to draw 
his own oonclusion. 

(b) From this passage it is evident, that while the Caledonians 
kept their post on the Grampian bill, and the adjacent heights, 
the plain was wide enough for the charioteers and cavalry; but, in 
the beat of the engagement, they \Vere drawn into narrOW passes, 
where they could oo longer act with vigour. 

SECTION XXX\'1. 

(a) These targets, in Latin ctlr~, were made of oziers, or boards, 
covered over with leather. The Caledonians, who fought on 
tbis occasion, left the fashion of their armour, aa well as an ex
ample of courage, to late posterity. The broad sword and target 
are well known to have been, io modern times, the peculiar arms 
of the Highlanders. 

(b) The Batavians, after the;r revolt under Civilis, which end· 
ed A. U. C. 828, A. D. 70. (see Hut. b. v. s. !6), renewed 
tbeir ancient friendebip with the Romans. Several inscription• 
on altars, having Cohors prima Batat1orwn engraved on them, Jlave 
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~n dug up in the north of England. Sevf'nl otbf.n, commemo
rating the Tuugrian cohorts, having been found, aa may be seeD ia 
Gordon's Itinerary. 

(c) Brotier ohae"es, from Vegetius, b. i. s. 12, that the Britou 
fought with the ,.dgr of their swor•l, and cut and hewed the ene
my. The Romans, on the contrary, mtule use of thr point, and, 
in close engagemtnt, had greatly the advantage. 

(d) The British warrior in his chariot is here called Conna
riw, the driver of a COtlinw. It has bten already mentioned, that 
tbe chieftain, contrary to the practice of the Greeks, tl.ought it a 
point of honour to guide the car, while ot~f'r combatant& from the 
aame vehicle annoyed the enemy. See thit Tract, a xii. note (a). 
Some of the critics will have it, that the word cooimu must have 
been coined by Tacitus, ~ince it is not to be found in any other 
Latin writer: but thty forget that I~ucan has used it, and he 
wrote his Pharsalia before Tacitus was grown up to man's estate: 

Etclocilil re.ctor monatrati Belp Co••lrr. 
l'sua. lib. i. •er. ~. 

'The name used by Cteaar for the Britons' warlike chariot is ES· 

IEOA. Their way of fighting in those vehicles, be tf'Jis us; is aa 
follolYs:-They first drive round all parts of the lines, throwing 
their darts, and, by the very terror of their horars, and the rat
tling of their wheels, disordering the ranks of the enemy. When 
thf'y have foreed their way into the thick of the cavalry, they leap 
from their chariota, and fight on foot. Meanwhile the drivers re
tire a little way from the combat, and place themselves in such a 
manner as to favour the retreat of their comradE's, should they be 
CJverpowered by the enemy. Tbus they pf'rform the part ol nimble 
horsemen and stable infantry. By continual exereise they have 
arrived at such expertneu, that in the most stet'p and difficult pia· 
ees, they can stop their horses at full stretch, tum them which way 
tbey please, run along th,- pole, rest on the haroeu, aud with ia
eredible agility rerover their seat in the chariot. Bdl. Gall. lib. 
iY. a. 38. Duacan'a CcuGr, b. iv. s. !9. 
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S~:cnoN XXXVII. 
(a) Longinus bas observed, that banishing copulativea is a great 

help to the grandeur of a sentence: when conjunctions are artful
ly discarded, the periotls are poured along in surb a manner that 
they seem to outstrip the thought of the speak"r He cites a pas· 
sage in Xenophon as an example: closing their abiP.hls together, 
they wrr" pusbrd, they fought, thl'y slew, they were slain. In de
aeribing the rout of Catiline's army, Sallust says, they fled, they 
Wert' followed, they were killed, they were taken- Sequi,fugere, 
ocridi, capi. Tacitus saw the burry, the force, the rapidity of the 
disjointed words in Sallust, and thought the passage worthy ofim· 
itation. \'oltaire has endeavoured to sbow the wiiJ disorder of a 
J.attle in the same manner: 

Fran~ais, Angbis, Lorrain1, que Ia fureur atsemble, 
Anns-llient, eombattaient, frappaient, .mouraient enaemble. 

Huau.u•, Chant. 6. 

(b) Aulus Atticps was probably the prefect of a Tungrian CO• 

bort. An altar dedic11ted to the god Man, by Quintus Floriut 
Matemus, pnefeot or a Tungrian cohort, baa been dug up in Scot· 
land. See Gordon's Itinerary, p. 16. 

SEcnoN XXXVIII. 
(a) This pieture of rage and drspair, of tenderness, fury, and 

the tumult of contending pasaions, has all the fine touches of a mas .. 
ter who bad studied human nature. It often happens, that in the l11t 
extremity of despair, the mind is fired with sudden courage. 
Rather than fall with tame reaignation, it rouaes all ill force, 
aad by one vigorous effort, endeavours to signalize itself evea iD 
ruin. Tacitus has eaid in another place, Duperatione ia ..._ 
eiclm acrinpnlur. The Cimbrian women, wheD tbey saw their 
husbands defeated by Marius, acted witb the moat savage feroeit1, 
aad in their fury destroyed their own children. See the Mannm 
tJ tlae Gemeane, sect. nxvii. / 

(b) The Horestians are Hid, by some of tbe commeotaton, to 
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have inhabited the country now called JJ.ngtu, on tbe north side of 
the Tay . Gordon, in his Itinerary, says that Agricola, after his vic· 
tory, led back his army into the country of the Horutii, or Jlnp; 
for, as it is certain that Agricola in the third year of his expedition, 
had been there before, so it is natural to think be led his army to 
the place where his fleet was, which most probably was in the 
Frith of Tay. Itinerary, p. 40. But in this there seems to be 
some mistake. We are exprtssly told by Tacitus, that Agricola, 
in his third campaign, penetrated as far as the Frith of Tay: Ytll· 
talil usque ad Taum ( «Etuario nomen ul) Mlionibtu. Not a word 
is said of his proceeding fattber. He erected forts and castles to 
bridle the natives during winter, and the business of his fourth 
c:ampaiJ!;n was to secure what be had overrun in the preceding 
summer. In the sixth summer, when all the northern Caledonians 
were in motion, it was the opinion of the principal officers that 
the most advisable measure would be to repass the Forth. Hence 
it is clear that Agricola was then in Fifuhire, and not in .llrp; 
otherwist to repa88 the Tay would have been the advice. After 
the victory at the lhampian Hill, Agricola led bock his army, and 
that was most probably into Fijeshirt, where camps and forts had 
been erected. For these reasons it may be assumed, that the Ho
rutii were the people of Fijuhire. 

(c) This circumnavigation is not related lvith sufficient accu
racy. Agricola beard of the bold adventure of the Usipians (see 
sect. xxviii. ), and resolved to gain farther information; but the 
place from which his fleet set out on the voyage, is not mentioned. 
It was beyond all doubt, from the Forlh or the Tay. Being with 
his army in Fifuhire, he could there, with all convenience, i88ue 
his orders. The expedition begun, be proceeded by slow marches 
towards the southern parts of Caledonia, and led his army into 
winter quarters. 

(d) The ftet't1 in the mean time, sailed round the e:rtremity of 
the island, and, having pursued the voyage along the western coast, 
and through the British Channel, arrived at Sandt»ida, called io 
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tbe test Porlul Tnduleuir, probably by an error of the copyist; 
as the real name is Rulupmli$, or R111upinUB. So it is called bJ 
Ptolemy. Juveoal baa 

------ Rutupino\"e edita fundo 
Ostru Sat. iv. ver. 141. 

This voyagt-, which ascertain.ed that Britain is an island, was in 
a contrary direction to that of the Usipian deserters. Tbe fleet 
aet out from the Forth or Tay on the eaatero coast, and, sailing 
thence round the northern, western, and eouthem coasts, ar
rived at the port of Smadwidl. in Kent, and proceeding along the 
·eastern aide of the island, returned without loss to ill former 
atation. 

SECTION XXXIX. 
(a) While Agricola was thus employed in extending the limits 

of the empire, and securing his conqut:~ts, as fhr as the neck oC 
)and between the Forth and the Clydt, by a chain of forts and gar· 
riaons, Domitian (A. U. C. SS'T. A. 0.84) went on his mock ex• 
pedition into Germany, and returned without seeing the face of ao 
enemy. Caligula had lei\ him the precedent of a victory without a 
foe to conquer. In imitationoftbat brilliant example, Domitian pur
chased a number of slaves, whom he ordered to let their bair 
grow, and tinge it with yellow, that they might pass for German 
prisonera of war. See the account of Caligula in Suetoniua, •· 
47. See tbia tract, sect. xiii. and note (c). 

(b) Pliny, in his Panegyric on Trajan, has given a striking 
picture of Oomitian in his dark retreat. That savage beast w~s 
shut up as it were in a den, where he quaffed the blood of his re
)atioos; and when be came forth, it was to riot in the tlestructioo 
of the best and moat illustrious citizens. Dismay and terror ob· 
atructed his door; and they, wbo were es.:luded, were as much io 
danger aa those that gained admittance. The tyrant was horri
ble to the sight, and his approach was dreadful: pride in bis aspect; 
anger in his eye; a feminine whitentss over his whole body; and 
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io his countenance ao air of arrogaoce, ftuahed with the deepnt 
red. No mao dared to approach bim; none could speak to him; 
be remained in darkness brooding mischief, and never came forth 
from bis solitude, but to make a worse solitude by the destruction 
of eminent men. lila immaniuima btllua, fltlut quodam IJieCU in
elUBa, flunc: propinquorum •anguifltn& lantberet; nunc • ad clariari
tJwn.&m cilliun& stragu C«dts~ profe"el. Obtlmabanlur JO'I'ibu 
korror et ~. d par melw admiuis et esclfllis. .!J.d. hoc ipH oe
cursu quoque M&que tmibilil: BUPcrbia in fronte, ira in oeulia, fe
miACU~ paUor in corpore, in ore impud.entia multo nJJore su.ffiw. 
Non adirt quisquam, ncm aUoqv.i aud.ebal, tmebrcu 1emper sure
tum~ captantem; nee unquam es soliludine sua prodtunkm, fliri til 
1olitudinem faceret. Panegyr. Troj. sect. xlviii. lo the beginning 

· of bis reign his love of solitude was rather more innocent; but 
still it was a prdude to future cruelty. He passed ao hour every 
day in private, wholly employed in catching fties, and biog them 
oo tbe sharp point of a bodkio. Heoce, when somebody inquired, 
tt1helher any one ttcu tDith the tmptror, Vibius Crispus aptly and 
pleasantly answered, Nol so much cu a fly. Ut cuiJam intmogtmti, 
ESSETNE QUISQUAM INTUS CUM C..£8ARE1 flOft absurdt rup0R8U111 
•it a J"tbie Crispo, NE arusc.1 QUIDEM. Suetonius, in Domititmo. 
sect. iii. 

SECTIO!f XL. 
(a) A real triumph, aftu the dowofal of the republic, was re

served for the emprror only. The title of IMPEilATOB. was as
sumed by the prince. At first it meant no more than Gli:lfEB.AL 

IN CHtli:l'; but, as all power was centered in lrim, the word, in 
process of time, irriplied what is now understood by the appella
tion of EMPEROR. Augustus C~Esar was not in baste to arrogate 
to himself the sole right of enjoying the bonour of a triumph: 
with the addrf'sa of an able politician, he resolved to make it of 
little vnlue, and, for that purpose, be granted a triumph to no ltas 
than thirty different prnons. At length, in the year of Rome 
'740,, that military reward was abolished altogether. Augustus 
was indebted-for the opportunity to the art of Agrippa, who) by 
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a complete· victory onr the people of Bosphoras, bad reinstated 
Polemon on his throne, and refused the triumph, which was de· 
creed by the senate. This \.as a stroke of courtly compliance with 
tbe wishes of his master. From that time, Dio says ,the commanders 
of armies followed the example of Agrippa; and no Roman, bow
ever eminent for his military talents, enjoyed any higher distioc• 
tion thao that of triumphal ornaments, which were, the gl'neral's 
aplendid garment, a statue in the forum crowned with laurt'ls, 
and other iruignia formerly allowed in a real triumph. The com
manders of armies, after pining a victory, ceased to address their 
letters to the senate. , Like Agrippa, they were willing to pay 
their court to Augustus. They renounced their claim, and, in 
this manner, the pomp of a triumph became anne:sed to the im
peri~ prerogative. See .llnnals, b. iv. s. 23; b. :sv. s. 72; HVI. 
b. i. •. 79. 

(fl) The straits o( D0t1er. 

(c) Agricola resigned the rommand A. U. C. 838, A. D. 85. 
The officer wbo succeeded him is supposed to be Sallustius Lu
eullus of whom history has recorded nothing more than that be 
inve.nted lances of a new form, and gave them the name of Lu
eullcata. This gave umbrage to Domitian, and, for that reason, 
tbe tyraot ordered bim to be put to death. Suetoa. Life tf Do· 
lfritian, sect. x. 

(d) La Bletferie observes that the modest deportment of Agri
cola calls to mind the character of Marshal Turenne, and this, 
be says, js not the OJ.ty prominent feature ir. which the two he
roes resemble each other. In the funeral orations, commemora
ting the French genera~ many of thoae analogies •re pointed out. 

SECTION XLI. 
(a) Among artful and insidious courtiers, those, who are lavish 

of praise, are often the most inveterate enemies. Tacitus, in 
another part of bis work, gives the rrason: under a bad prince; a 
great name is as dangerous as a ·bad one. o~Yec minul perievlum ez 
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raopa fama, quam u IRGlti. Praise a man, in the preseau of a 
tyrant, for his popular virtues, and bit I'Uin is sue to follow. 
Virgil knew that praise, under a specious disguise, is u eQvea
omed enemy. 

Et ai ultra plaeitum laudarlt, baeehare frontem 
Cingite, ne vati noeeat mala lin0'11a futuro. 

P.sr.l'ii. Z.O, 29. 

Or if he blut my mu~e with envious prai~e, 
Then f.-nee my brows with am11leta of baye; 
Leet hie ill artl, or hia malicioue tongue, 
Should poieon, or bewitch, my pwing eong. 

Dawou'e V1 .. n.. 

' 'rbe malignity with which praise is bestowed, io order to rea· 
der an eminent character obooxious to the prioce, who liva i1 
dread of superior virtue, bas been the stratagem of ill-daigoioc 
meo in all ages. The emperor Julian, in a letter to hia friend, 
.. ,.. that the iosidious art of untlermioiog by counterfeit .,..a;. 
ia chiefly known io taie palace of princes; where tbe politic cour
tier bates, while he comoaends; aod stabs you with bis pan~gyric 
beyond tbe malice of your most bitter enemies. Courii -
u..item ~ ROll uti Ml ea alicd diasinatdatione, quem arbilror ,. 
laadenus czpertum em 10lUm in dominantium rtgili> jula qw.
LAUO.&.NT£S tali odio prosequurdur eoB, 'f"'8 celtbrant, quok ..,.. 
em-cent irifenriarimi hoet•. See tbe emperor Julian's 12tb Ep. to 
Builius. 

(b) Theae various disasters happened in the yeara ot Rome 
840 aod 841. Oppiua Sabinus, a man of consular rank, wu de
feated by the Daciaos in Mesia; the legions under him were put 
to tbe ~word; tbe general's head was cut o~ and nhibited on a 
pole, a publie apectacle lor the barbaria01. lo anoth~r eupge
meot with the same enemy, Cornelius Fuscus met witb a total 
defeat. In Germany and Panoooia varioua b11ttles were fought 
"itb doubtful aucceaa, and creat elfuaioa of Ro01an blood. Sue-
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tDDiUI hu recorded thae events, but in hie uual etyle, c:ooteot 
with a dry statement of factt. ~ the Life of Domitiao, uct. vi. 

(c) The Rhine and the Danube were, at this time, tbe boon· 
daria ·that divided Germany from the Roman empire. 

SECTIO"" XLII. 
(a) Jo the several proviocea which were ltR by Augustus uo· 

der the management of the senate, the ·'govemon, according to 
aocieot usage, were cbaPged at the end of the year. Tbe senators• 
wbo had five yean before discharged the office either of c:onsul or 
pnetor, had a right to be candidates for the employment. Tbe 
Hnate named a eompeteot oumber, and the persooe eo elected 

.drew loti for their provioeee; aod, whether consuls or pneton, 
they were, without dietioction, called by the general title of pro· 

. eoosular governon. 

(6) We know nothing of Civiea but what is here mentioned bJ 
Tacitus, and also by Suetoniue, who informs ue, that bis name 
wu Civiea Cerealie, a mao of consular rank, and govemor of 
Alia. Domitiao cbarse«J bim with a conspiracy againet the state, 
aod uoder tbat preteoce put bim to death. Suetoniu, Lift of 
DcmritiM, teet. L . 

(c) Under the worst of the emperors, men were obliged, by a 
refiuemeot in tyranny, to receive injuries, aod to be grateful for 
them. Tacitnt mentions several persons, who were iojured in 
their rights, aod yet, being inured to slavery, tbey returned thanks 
to Vitelli••· ~ .....,_ Y"lltllio gratita, ~ 1trVitii. 
Jrut. lib. ii. 1. 71. Otway bas made Clwmwnt expretl himtelf 
to tiNt subject with a spirit of indignation. 

I hue not alavieh temperance enough; 
To wait a great man'• heels, and watch his smiles; 
Bear an ill oflice done me to my face, 
And tbaat the JoN \bat Wrollg'd IWO ror his favour. 
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The abject spirit, with which meo submitted to the tynnny ol 
Caligula, is emphatically described by Seneca. That emperor, 
he nya, received thanks from those whose children ht put to 
death, or whose property he confiscated. .llgebtlfll gralitu t1 qu
rum libm oceiri, tl quonara bona ablata ertmt. De Tranquil~ . .l1aitlli, 
teet. siv. Tbe t~ame author relates the answer of an old courtier, 
when be was asked bow be arrived at a thing so uncommoo 
amoog the attendants ef princes as a sound .old a~? It was, re
plied the veteran, by r•ceiving injuries, and returning thanks. 
Notiuima flOS ul ejw, qui U. cultu rtpm c:ommuerat, cum ilJaa 
quidam interrognret, quomodo rari8rimam rem in aula c:omec:tdw 
uut, ~t~ttdutem? lnjuritu, inquit, accipftndo, tl graiW agtftflo. 
De Ira, lib. ii. sect. 8. In opposition to this servile spirit, Lip
iius, in a ltnia of npture, ofTen up his adontioo to Arulenus . 
Rusticua and Herennius Senecio, for the magnanimity with wbicb 
they braved the tyrant's cruelty. &d vot magna animal mihi aal· 
-ide! quot jure miramur, colimtu,Jactil ditliaqut aapitntu, ttltgi
limot robualm portidtl aliUMOI. 

(d) In tbe time of tbe old republic, tbe governors of provinces 
served their country without any salary anoesed to their office. 
·Jt was seen, however, by Augustus, tbat, by an unprofitable and 
gratuitous service, men were espoaed to various temptations; and, 
accordingly, that emperor, to leave avarice and rapacity without 
ao excuse, established a regular allowance for eacb different pro
vince. Tbe governors appointed by the senate were paid out -of 
the f!f'Grium, or public treasury; and the emperor defrayed tbe 
charge of tbe administntion in the imperial provinces, out of tbe 
focua, or his own private coffers. If, for good and sufficient rea
IOD, a citizen of eminence chose to decline the fatigue of a pro
consular government, it was usu11l, on acrepting his resignation, 
to allow him the income of his office. The etymology of tbe word 
talary is ingeniously explained by the elder Pliny. Human oature, 
be aaya, can oot exist without salt, which is so much an element 
e( life, that, paasing from bodily sensation, it ia now become a 
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metaphorical tf!rm for tbe pleasures of tb"e mind. Salt it agree
able to tbe palate, and is, therefore, transferred to the mental 
taste. By I bat name we call whatever is pleaaing to our intellec
tual faculties; whatever is poignant, gay, lively, or agreeable. The 
word is still more extenaive: it is used to signify civil honours; 
and tbe pay of ofticen, and tbe governors of provinces, is called their 
SALARY. Ita htf-t:ul~ ~ita humooior sine 1ak nequit dtgere ;-adto
que RUU~arium elcmentum ut, ut lranNril ad floluptalu animi quo
qtU· Nam ita 1alts apptllantuf'; onuai1que eitca kp01, tl BUmmtJ Jail,. 

aritas, ~ requiu non olio fMgil floc®ulo cor&~lal. Hm
oribus ttiam mililUzque inlerponilur, BAUJUIS imU dicliB. Plio. lib. 
sui. s. 7. 

(e) Seneca bas the same sentiment, and Tacitus seems to have 
adopted the very words. Hoc l&abmt pulimum animi magna for· 
tuna iluolentu: quos ~' et odmmt. De Ira, Jib. ii. 38. 

(f) Hatred is always a dark, a coVPred, and a lurking passion; , 
the more concealetl, the more implacable: so it was with Domi
tian, and we have seen the same feature of characttr in TiJ_,ius. 
In a suddtn transport of passion be broke out agaioslHater!us; but, 
harbouring deep resentment against Scaurus, be let him pus in 
aullen silence. AmwW, b. i. a. 18. And again, he loid up the seeds 
of resentment, which were to grow to maturity aad shoot forth 
with large . tocrease at a future day. Odia in longum jacieu, quas 
recoraduel, auctaque prONTtl. ~' b. i. s. 69. 

SECTION XLIII. 
(a) A Greek epigram, written by Antiphilus of Byzantium, to 

the memory of a person of the name of Agricola, is still extant. ' 
The learned refer it to the great man who is the subject of the 
present work. The poet addreues himself to the fountains, and de
aires to know, what baa dried up their waters? Tha answer is, 
We have wept for Agricola; and the stream, which before waa 
limpid, it now absorbed by his uhea. 

o;9;t;zed bv Google 
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x,,.;., >.'''""'• -r• .,.,,,ry • .,.,.; w11 -r~nr ;1.,n 
Tic,~~ ,a,,c¥f ~.,(,.,, iar>.i¥; · 

~ ... , .A,..t,~>.& -rr-rti,..,..,l"; wiir I' ~"' ·.;, 
.'H• we-rr, ·,.,;,,I,~ f;t;, ...-.I,J. 

ARTHOLOaiA, lib. i. tit. S1. 

Grotiua aod La Blttterie have giYtn their nniona or this Jiale. 
poem. It may be aome amusement to compare tbem, aad &ben
fore, without apc)logy both aball have tbeir place. 

Quo, fontia latices, quo copia veatra rec:euit? 
Perpetuu eolia quit calor htuait aquu? 

AgTicolz luctu consumitur: illius, ante 
Humida, nunc fiunt pulverulents, liti, 

Fontani latices, quo priatina eopia eesait? 
Dieite, quia liquidsa aol populavit opes? 

Agricolam ·sendo defecimus, et quod aquarum 
Hie erat, extincti nunc habet omne einit. 

._, LA Br.nTSats. 

(b) From the manner in which Tacitus atatea tbia charge, it 
may be inferred tbat be gave ao credit to it; and yet Dio cloel 
aot hesitate to confir• the story. Suetooiua is silentoo tbe subject. 
But the Greek historian is oftto bold ia asaertioo, aad freqaeatly 
de&c:ient in point of tnitb. or historical evidence. If we belieft 

·him, Agricola, after his return from tbe conquest (If Britain, pua
ed the remaioder of bia days ia distreu and poverty: but Tacitus, 
OD the contrary, auures us, that, though he did not poswa im
modente wealth, be enjoyed a decent aftluence. The Romu bit
toriu bad the beat meana of informatioa. 

SECTION XLIV. 
(a) There seems, in this place, to be aome mistake, not, •ow

ever, imputable to Tacitus, but, more probably, to tbe trauc:rib-
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en, who in their manuscript might easily write LVI. instead 
of LIV. Caligula'a third consulship wa' A. U. C. 198, A D. 40. 
Agricola waa bom on the thirteenth or June ie that year: he died 
en the lOth or the calendt of September; that is the ISd of Au
gust, in the consulship of Pompeius Colle~a and Corneliu Pria· 
cas, A. U. C. 846, A. D 9S. According to this account, Agricola, ' 
eo the lSth of Jane, A. U. C. 846, cnt.red on the &fly-fourth 
rear of his ar, and died io the IDODtb of Awpet following. It 
is, therefore, probable, that the copyists, as already observed, ilt<\ 
serted in their manuacript rrnY•Il:K fer rrnT-roua Tbia 
supposition admitted, Tacitus, who, in a mattrr of near coocera, 
was not likely to be guilty of ao mor in hie calculation, may be 
righ~ly understood and the commentators will be freed from all 
their cliftir.ufties. The character that follows is a miniature pic. 
ture by a masterly hand. Cornelius N~>pos has a pasiase not an
like what is said of Agricola: wbtn strangers beheld Agesilaue, 
they wert' tempted to despise him, but those, who were ;~cquainted 
with his virtues, thought they could never admire him enough. 
lgnoli fo.Nm tJtu cum intuerentur, ctmlt.m~banl. Qui autun wr· 
1uUna fiOIItranl. Ron pottranl admirari 1alil. The dilference is, 
Agricola was not despised by strangers; he had all the exteriors 
or a good man: but they who expected to find a form aud stature 
adequate to his fame in arms, were disappointed; though willing 
to believe him a great, u well as a good man. The same tbiag 
bappeaed to Aluander: Tbalratria surveyed bim with an Ull· 

daunted countenance, thinkiog his figure by no means proportion
ed to bia wide extended fame. lnla'rilo eultu regem TluJlatrit 
iftluebatur, laabilum tJru ~m rerum fama parem oculil 
perlrutrau. The hiltoriao gives tbe reasoD: barbariaas judge or 
aaeo by tbf.ir outward appearance, and think none capable of great 
exploitt, but those whom nature has distinguished by tbe graces and 
the tlignity oftbeir figure. Q•ippe Ia~ barbaris ez corporuta 
•jtllalt N~c&lio 111, ~ qtnun ttOD aliof capacu 
putant, fi'GIR po~ tzirais 'f*ic Miura dpta eat. ~ 
CemU.., lib. vi. ~· 18. 

MI.."· SJ 
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(b) From the pauage before ua there is rouoo to coaclude, &lilt 
this Tract was publiabed, when Trajao waa io pouesaioo ol die 
imperial dignity. See the lntroductioo of tbae Notes. 

(c) Seneca gives the same account of Caligula; a mae wilD 
meditated tbe destruction of the whole aenate, wbo wiebed IbM 

· tbe Roman people bad but ooe neek, that be misbt glut his lofe 
of blood at a single stroke. Hmno qui de toto -.atu trwa,.,_. 
eogitobal; qui optabat, ut populu. Romcmus waam c:tl'llic:ea ~ 
t&l 1cekt-a ''"' tot loci~ ac temporilnu diducta, in ...... id-. ct 
waam diem cogeret. De lrd, lib. iii. 1. J 9. On the subject ol 
Domitiao's cruelty, Juvenal breaks out with hia uaual indipata. 
He represents tbe emperor, at a cabinet council io bis Alban TilJa, 
debating with bis courtiers bow an immeoae turbot was to be 
dressed. Tbe poet concludes witb wishing that the emperor W 
pa11ed bis days in that despicable manner, not in the slaughter o{ 

the bat men in Rome. 

Atque utinam his potiua nugil tota ilia dedilset 
Tempora szvitiz, elaru quibu1 ab.Wiit urbi 
Dlultretque animu impun~, et vindiee nullo: 
Sed periit, poetquam eetdonibus e- timeondua 
Cczperat: hoe noeuit Lamiarum ezde madeoti. 

Sn. i'·· ver. :ue. 

What folly this! but, oh that all the rest 
Of his dire reign had thut been spent in jest: 
And all that time tueh triftes bad employ'd, 
In which 10 many noble• be destroy'd! 
He ••fe, they unreveng'd, to the disgrace 
Of the IUM'iving, tame, patrieian,raee. 
But when he dreadful to the rabble grew, 
Him, who iO many lotda bad slain, they slew. 

SECTION XLV. 

Dauur'a lvvau. 

(a) In a abort time aner the death of Agricola, towards tbe 
end of the year of Rome 846, the rage of Domitian broke oat 
with collected violence, and like a tempest swept away numben 
of botb aexes, all distinguished b1 their virtues no lea than b7 
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their illustrious raak. Tbc scoak-bouse waa aurrouaded by the 
pnetoriao guards, the fatben lat amidst swords and javelins, aod 
the will of the tyrant was a Jaw. See this Tract, sect. ii. note 
( 6 ). Suetoniua, in the Life of Domitian, sect. x. says, that maay of 
tbe aeaate fell a sacrifice, and among: them eneral of consular 
nnk. We 6od in the liat Sallustiua Luculluf, who bas beeo 
meotiooed in Dote (c), acct. xl.; aad Ccrealis Civica, for whom 
He sect. xlii. and note ( 6 ). Salvidicnus Orfitus was scot into exile 
and there put to death by ordtr of Domitian. Acilius Glabrio 
euffcred for au extraordinary reuoo. Ia the year of his consulsbip, 
tile emperor, without any·respect for the dignity o( a mao thea 
actually exercising the functions of the first oftice in the atate, 
ordered him to enter the liat in tbe public spectacles, and fight a 
lion for the diversion of the populace. The consul had tbe ad
drell to kill the ferocious beast; but, as be, wbo could conquer a 
Jioo, might slay a tyrant, be was banished, and put to death. &liua 
Lamia, a maa descended from an illustrious family, perished, u 
Suetonius informs us, on account of some innocent strokts of wit 
and pleasaatry, that fell from him before Domitian obtained the 
sovereignty; .o6 ~08 qWiem, omma t~eteru, d imw:ioe jOCOI. 
Salvious Cocceian•s was nephew to Otho. Wh~n that emperor 
nw his aff11irs ruined, and was resolved to end his days, his ad
vice to his nephew was, Remember that Otho was your uncle; but 
do not remember it too. much. Ne pahuuna li6i OlhtmemjuWc 
aea oblioiseeretv waquafll, _, ttimiuna menaUrilld. HUt. lib. ii. s. 
48. Under a tyrant like Domitiaa, to teem to forget would haYe 
been true policy; but the ntphew celebrated the birth-day of bis 
uncle, and that was a state-crime. Metius Pompoeianus bad pro
cured geographical charta of all the nations· then koown, and car
ried about him the speeches of kings and geeerah, estracted from 
Livy. For this conduct he •as banished to ao island, and there 
destroyed. Hereonius Senecio, m cbe praises of Helvidius Priscua, 
and Arulenus Rusticus, for that of Petus Thrasea, were victimt 
to the insatiatt cruelty of the tyrant. See this Tract, s. ii. and 
aetes (a) and ( 6 ). Besides othtrs ofioferior note, Flavius Cleme01, 
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a oear re1atioo of the emperor, aod joiatly couul with him, A. u. 
C. 848, A. D. 95,.,.. c:oodemned, tbougb a mao, u Suetoaial 
bat it, cootemptiblt! for bia alu"iab iadoleace; ~plitMie 
......... Dro .. igaa the reaaou: he wu accu~d of atbeitm. like 
many otbera wbo bad e!Jlbraced tbe Jewish religiOn. In the Pagaa 
ttyle of that ose, dte double charge of atheism a ad J udaiam implial 
that Cleme01 reoouoeed tbe gods of Rome for the Cbrilliao rc
Jitioo. In this general massacre thf' female ees did DOt eaeapt. 
Arria, tbe widow of Petus Tbraeea; Fa11nia, the widow of HelYi• 
diua PriacUJ; aod Flavia Domitilla, the wife of Flavius Clemeu, 
were~riveo into baoishmenL That Agricola did oot lin to tee 

tbe calamities of hie country, was some consolation to Taeitae, 
wbo, it abould aeem, had bia eye on a fine paesage in wbicb Cicmt 
aakea • aimilar rellectioo on the death of Cruaue, tbe celebrated 
orator. Hia death, he aaya, was a sore aftlietion to hia famiJ,, a 
wound to tbe commonwealth, and matter of gril'f to all good mf'L 
But the times that followed were aucb, that bia death taay be 
called a bleaaioc aeat down by tbe apeeial favour of the goda. Ht 
did not live to aee Italy iovolved io a general war; the eeoate real 
ud tom by factiooe, tbe fint mea io the atate perpetratios the 
worat of erima; hia daughter left diaeooaolate; her bu11band drinD 
ioto esile; the 8igbt of Marius, hia return to Rome, and the alaap
ter tbllt folllowed. Fuit /we luduoeum tuit, GIM'ba& polria. gmw 
ionif omnihw. Sed ii 1atnett nmpublteom CGIUI Hculi ...,, Ill .

nonlf'eptG Lucio Crowo a diil immorlalibul ftiG, a c1onata .,. 
.- tlideatur. Non ftdit .flalronlem bello lloliata, non ani_,_ 
infttlia ~a~Glum,non •ederit ujarii prifaCipu eiDittJlil reot. rum ltac
Ctn filie, ROA uiliWR genlf'i, non oearbilrimam Caii Mrif,_., 
tttm i11am po.l rediltM fJulcadea--~. Cicero 
De Otauw., lib. iii ... 8 

(6) M~tin Carua wn one of the tribe of inrormen: it w• he 
that conducted the proaeeution asainst Senecio; see thia Tract, 
1ec:t. ii. oote (b). Pliny, tbe eooaul, has preaerved this ma• for the 
aecration or posteri'J. He tells us, that, when Regalua, another 
M&erioua protccutor, ifiveiibcd io opeD ce»un apiDat the memory 
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of Seaeeio, this fellow had tbe impudence to stand up, and de
mand of Regulua, Wh4l luM Y'* to. do wtt1a my dead necn? Do I 
..,., 1M IJihu of CratiUI ur CGIIa'inul. vhoa.you ocetUed ira 
Nero'• reipf IA«rat Hmnnium Senteionaa taa tnlcmpcranur, 
w dizeril ei Ndiu Ca,.,, Quid lihi etMA _., tJIDI"Nil? N""'f''U' 

, eJO GUI Oralio ., Camerino moluNI nm&1 Plio. lib. i. epist. 6. 
Carua bu oot aeaped tbe iDdigoalion o( Juvenal: 

C.!idici nova cum veniatlectica M_.TIIOJrJII, 

Plena ipto; et poat hunc magni delator amici, 
Et cito r:apturus de nobilitate comelll, 
Quod iupereat: q11em M.uu timet, quem munere palpat 
Cuv.. lvf. Sn•. i. ver. 32. 

When pleading Matbo, borne abi'Oid for air, 
With hia fat paunch fills hia new-tuhion'd chair; 
And .ner him the wretch, in pomp con,·ey'tl, 
Whoee evidence his noble friend betray'd; 
Whom M311a calla the terror of the ~ 
And even c~ava bribes away bia rage. 

I 

Durios tbe life of Ap-icola, we are told by Tacitoa that MEnus 
C.uoa bad gained but one victory. It aeema, however, that be 
continued to 8ourisb io bia ioiquity till the reign of Nerva, wbea 
the virtue of· that e~ptror reformed all abuses, aod, by a just and 
wi~e administnlion, establishf'd the peace and good order of so
ciety • 

. •· (c) Tbe enct ume ef this man was Catullua Messalinua. 
Pliny the younger bu given bia portrait. He aays, that Nerva, 
tbe emperor, gave a supper to a select number of frienda, and 
tbat V£r£In'O {au informer in Domitian'• time) waa admitted to 
be one of the party. The diecoune tumed upon C.&.TOLLoa Mi:s
t.A.U!lOI, wbo, being blind, added to that misfortune a cruel dis
position. He waa void of fear, of shame, and pity, and therefore 
Domitiao made. uae of him as one of bia inatrumPots agaioat every 
mao of worth. All who were at table talked of the aaoguinary 
coucili of &bil abudtaed wrdcb: Nerra asked, Wh4l IMM yoti 
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eould 6e 1til CGH, wre lte ftOII alite'l Mauricus (lookiag at Veiea
to) replied, He uould "'P with •· CtmabGl Nena RIA pow:U: 
Yeienlo pro:rimut, atque etiam in nnu rt.cumbtbat. ~ o~ eua 
hominem tamninllft. lru:idit nmao de C.&roLLO M&ae.&LINO, qui lu
tninibtu orbalw, ingenio ••o mala ~ additW11t. ~Ole wre-
6atur, non erububeblll, t&Oft mimebcitur. Smpiul " DomiMno ,.. 
lee~&~ ac lela, que el ipMJ t4IM u improftda ferunlur, iA optimwa 
~ contorquebatur. De hujw nequitia •cmguintlriilqw mllea
m, in commune omnu IUptf' c12nam loquebantur. Tum ip6e 8-
peralor, QuaD PUTAMUs PA~URUM FUISSE, sa VIVERET? Et MGV
ricut, Noaascvx co&N.&aET. Lib. iv. ep. 2&. Juveoal baa em
balmed tbis mao for posttrity. He describes him as oae of Do
mitian's council, sitting in deep debate on tbe importaat subject 
or tbe prodigious turbot, which bad been presented to the empe
ror. Tbough blind, bis admiration of tbe fiab rose to ecstacy: be 
tamed to tbe left, wbra it lay oa his rigbt, and gave his advice 
•ith the eolemo wisdom of a privy cooasellor. 

Et cum mortifero venicns Veiento CntrLLo, 
Qui nunquam visz flarrallat amore puellz, 
Grande, et COIIIpicuum nottto quOI}ue teapore monatnua. 
Czcua aclulator diruiClue a ponte aatelles, 
Dignu• Aricinoa qui menJic~ret ad axes, 
Blandaque devu..: jaetaret b111ia rhellz. 

Canning Vciento nest, and by bia aide 
Bloody CaTVa.r.n leaning on his guide; 
Decrepid, yet a furioua lover he, 

J cv ... Sn. iv. 

And deeply emit with charms he could not see: 
A monater, that even thia wont •ge outvies, 
Conspicuous, and abo¥e the eummon size; 
A blind, baae Satt'rer, from aome bricJce or gate 
Rni•'d tu a munl'rillff minieter or lltate; 
Des~rving still to beg upon the road, 
And bleu each pusing wagon, and its luad. 

lbna:r'• Jvnllf.u ... 

Tbe place, wbtrc CATULLua MEtSALIJros alteDded Domitian in 
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council, was a castle near the ancient Alba (oow Albcmo), about 
twelve miles from Rome. Juvenal says, 

---- Albanum dux magnua in areem 
·rruerat attoniloa. · 

It was in that retreat that Messalinus, at first, gave his advice: 
he was aftef\vards beard in the senate. 

(d) Bzhius Massa took up the trade ofan informer, and rose 
to eminence in guilt; but, at the time of Agricola'• death, be was 
under a prosecution for rapine and extortion in the province or 
Betica in Spain. Pliny the younger and his fritnd Hereaaius 
Senecio were appointed by the senate to conduct the cause in be
half of the protince. Maua was found guilty, and his goods were 
ordered to be secured. It appeared soon after that the consuls 

. were willing to listen to petitions on the part of Maua. Senecio 
was alarmed. He auspected an intended embezzlement of the 
culprit's effects, and, to prevent it, desired Pliny to join him in 
an application to the consul•. Pliny complied: they both attend
ed the consuls. When they had urged all that was proper on the 
occasion, Maua thought himself aggrieved by the supererogatory 
zeal of Senecio, and, to revenge twmself, joined in the clamour 
against Senecio for writing the pantgyric of Helvidius Priscus. 
Pliny relates the transaction to his friend Tacitus in the follow
ing manner: Dtderdl me Smatus c:una Hemmio &nec:ione ad"o
c:atum profliru:im B~ contra B«bium M1188am; damruatoque 
.MliiBti, eeMWat ut bor&a ejtU publid c:ustodireniUf'. Senuio, cum 
eqiorliBtel c:oruulu pottulatioftibus 11atalur01, eonwnit me, e1 qua 
coneordiO, inquit, inj11netcun nobU CICCUICJiionem mcuti IW1ItD, hac· 
cuktUI&US COMilu, pelmr&Uiqt&e ne bona mmpari linant, quonm& u-. 
in c:wtodid tkbent. Tum ego, Bifizum tibi iltud ae deliberatum, •e· 
quor te, ut ri ~ ez hoc invidia, non tu lanlum Bit. Y enimtu ad 
COMilu: d1cit &nttio, ~ rufmbat: aliqua subjungo. Yizdum 
conlieueramt~~; el .M1111a, quutus Senuionma nen adWJCCJii fiderll 
aed irtinrici mnaritudiRma iaphsu, impietRiw rnnn postulat. Pliny, 
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lib. vii. epist. SS. It was the wish of Pliny to have ttte facta ia· 
Mrted in the history of Domitian, wbich Tacitus was prob.w, 
writing; but the work is lost, and Domitian bas escaped the Yell· 

geance of history. See in this Tract, sect. ii. note ( 6 ). Tatia. 
says tbat Maua was a pernicious enemy to all good meo, aad dte 
cause of many calamities with which tbe public was sorely gne.. 
ed. H'ul. b. iv. t. 50. M~trtial says of Hermogeues, a fellow ddt 
pilft>red wherever be was admitted, that be did not steal IDOft 

napkins tbao Massa did pieces of gold. 

Hermogenes tantua mapparum, Pontice, fur est, 
Quantua nummorum Yi&o puto, y._ fuit. 

Lib. Ui. epic. :B-

(e) The reader ia not to im~&ioe that this relata to Helvie&. 
Priscus, who was banished, aQd murdt'l'ed io ~:1ile, uader tbe ea
peror Vespasiao. See tbis Tract, sect. ii. note . 6). If tbe apolo
IJ which Suetonius (io Vespu. s. 15.) makes for tbe coadact el 
Veapatian, be founded io truth, it is bappy for tbe memory oCtbe 
emperor: if otherwise, Veapasiao, by his di•imulatioo, paid a 

• compliment to virtue. Elizabeth played the nme card ia dte 
execution of Queen Mary. The Helvidius meotioaed in tbit pl-. 
by Tacitus, was tbe son of tbe great and good maa, so oftea ce
lebrated by Tacitus. See his character, Hw. b. iv. •· 5. Sea 
also tbia Tract. sect. ii. note (b). SuetoniUt says, Domitiu de
stroyed Helvidiua the soo, because, io a dramatic piece, callell 
PARIS and 0£NONE, be threw ?U' a sarcastic rdlectioD 0111 tile 
divorce of tbe emperor. Suetoo,~ ia Domil. s. 10. Publiciua Cer· 
tus was the person who undertook the accusatioa of Helridi• · 
tbe soo, io the reign of Domitian. A. U. C. 847. A. D. 94. Pli
IIY the younger relates tbe proceedins witb iodipatioll. He .. ,. 
a great frieodtbip subsisted bchve~n him and u~lvidiua, the .... 
11 great as he could cultivate witb a penoo, wbo, iD dread of 
those dangerous times, endravoured, by livins in obscurity * 
retiremeot, to concral hit euelleot cbaracter, and no las remark· 
able virtues. And, besides, among lbe maay 4acitiouaaca oftJM. 
deplorable timet nothing appeued to him mon a&rocious, dau 
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that a eeoator, in the seoate, should lay bands upon a senator; a 
pnetor, upon a man of consular dignity; a judge, upon a Pf'riOn ac- · 
cused. PMf'o inter mulla •ultra naullon~m, mdlum alroeiw eide
battw, quam quod in unalu, unatorunatori. prt2loriut consulaft, reo 
jt.uks manut inlulVId. Lib. ix ep. IS. This explains what Ta
citus meaos, wben he saya, our owm han& led Hdtridiu to pri· 
80ft. As tbe fathers suft'ered this indignity, Tacitus {who was him· 
self a senator) oratorically says the whole order did it; our hands 
dragged him to prison. It may be proper to add, that Pliny, as SOOD 

u Domitian was put to death, determined to revenge the cause of 
his injured friend. With that intent, in tbe very bet[inniug of Ner· 
va '• reign, he entered tbe senate, and there brought forward bia 
charge aguinat Publiriua Certus. The whole a11embly was 
thrown into an uproar, and Pliny was, for some time, prevented 
from pursuing the thread of hia apeecb. In the modern phrase, 
be waa calkd to order by the consul. Wbea it came regularly to 
his turn he renewed tbe charge, and by bia eloquence, wrought 
aucb a wonderful change of sentiment in the minds oftbe fathers, 
that be carried his poi at, which was to binder Certus from enjoying 
the honour of the conaulship, to which be then atood next in auccts• 
sion, for the year of 851, A. D. 98. Pliny's accuaation was ia 97. 
The eft'ect was anawerable to the wish of the public-spirited orator~ 
another consul was appointed in tbe room of CE&Tus, who, in a • 
abort time alter, was seized with hislaet illneu, and died, accord· 
iog to the rt"port of the time, crying out in his delirious fi&a, 
that he saw Pliny punuiog him aword in baad. See tbe whole ac· 
count, b. ix. ep. IS. 

{f) Mauricus and Arulenua Rusticua were brothers, united not 
only by the ties of natural al"ection, but by their manners and coo· 
geoial virtuea. They were cruelly separated in the sight of the 
aeoate, when Rusticus was hurried away to uecutioo, and Mau· 
ricus ordered ioto baoiahment. An accouot of the former hu 
been given, sect. ii. Dj)te (a). The latter was restored to his couo· 
try in the beginning ofNerva's reign, u appears in Pliny, b. i. ep. 
&, where his character is nid to be tbat or a maa of aouud sense 

YOL. n. 82 

Digitized by Goog I e 



!50 ftOTES Oft THE 

and judgment, formed by experienct., and by his deep 18Jleity 
able from past events to weigh and measure tbe future. See bis 
answer to N e"a, this sect. note (c). 

(g) The eenate, amidst all these tragie i11ues, eat witboat 
Yoice or sentiment; a timid and speechle..a~~embly, at Pliny llu 
it, Curia timida et elitaguil. They submitted, with pauive obedi· 
ence, to the tyrant's will; and therefore Tacitus eay• that tbeir 
hands were imbrued in tbe blood of Senecio. See sect. ii. note(~). 

(h) Domitian's complexion was of 10 deep a red, that aothio< 
could add to hie natural colour, and he \\'as therefore said by Pliay 
to be a man of unblushing arrogance. See sect. snix. note (b). The 
critics have objected to Tacitus, that, iu this place, he seems too food 
of an abtitbesis: he places, they say, the settledcrimsoo of a tyrant'a 
countenance, which fortified him against all shame, in opposition 
to tbe pale sickly horror of wretches wbo dreaded their final doo. 
from his approach. But if (as we have seen, sect. nix. note (b), 
Pliny, who stutlied no contrast, thought the fact worth reeordia" 
by what law in Quintilian, or any other good judge of fine writ· 
ing, was Tncitus to be precluded from an imitation of truth and aa
ture? The fixed vermilion of the cheek was peculiar to Domitiau: 
with other men a sudden emotion of anger forces the blood into 
the face, and nature gives that unerring signal. Seneca bas ob
se"ed, that men are then ehitfty terrible, when the face reddeDS, 
and shame bas thrown out all its symptoms. Sylla was tbea 
most to be dreaded, when his blood rushed into his countenance. 
Quidmn, nunquam magis quam cum embuerint, timendi mnt; qtuui 
omnem t~erecundiam e.ffudtrint. 6yUa tunc erat ftoltntisrimut, caa 
foeiem ejtu Banpil int~CJBerat. Seneca, ep. xi. Tbis was oot tbe 
case of Domitian: a settled ferocity glowed on his cheeks, and tiM 
men, who knew themselves markt!d out for destruction, trembled 
at his approach. -

(i) Tacitus and his wife, at tbe time of Agricola's death, bad 
been four years absent from Rome; on what account we are DO 
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where told. Some critics suppose, that be was banished by Do
mitian; but this eeema to be without foundation. Lipsius is of 
opi~tion, tbat his retreat was voluntary; being a man incapable of 
beholding, with a passive spirit, the sufferings of bis fellow citi
zens, under a bloody 11nd destructive tyrant. The wbole of this 
pauage, in which the author addreeeu himself to Agricola, is, 
perhaps, as beautiful, as pathetic, and as elegant an apostrophe, 
u can be found in Tully, or any of the most admired orators. 
Wbeo the author says, in lht last glimpse of light, you loolud round 
Wh em tukitag eye for •omething that 11111 absent, NovtsstMA IN 

LUCE DEIIDEBAVEBE ALIQUID OCULI TUI, We feel the stroke of 
teoderoeu; we are transported io fancy to the bedside, and we 

love to gaze on the espiring hero. If Warburtob in the conclusion 
of tbe Essay on Man, could find the five sources of the sublime• 
we may, with better reason. say, this apostrophe contains them 
all. Brotier quotes a passage from tbe late King of Pru11ia's fu
Deral oration on Prince Henry of Prussia,. in which be finds either 
a fine imitation of Tacitus, or the sympathy of · congenial minds. 
0 printe! qui sat7iez combien t10U1 m' etie; chu; eombieft t~olre per
lOMe m'etoil preeiewe;ri la t10iz du tiWans pcut se faire entendre 
du morts, prettz attention a tme t~oiz, qui ne t10U1 Jut pas inconnue; 
30Uffrez que ee fragile monument, le ICUl, Ml01! que je puis Mger 
a t~olre mhao&re, t10U8 soil el.t1e. See Eloge du Prince Henri, par 
8 . .M. le Roi tk PrtiMe. 

SECTION XLVI. 

(o) Tocitua, in this place, speaks hypothetically, but with an 
apparent disposition to embrace the system of the br.st and wisest 
men, aod, it may be added, the persuasion of mankind in ever1 
age and nation. That the soul of man is uot extinguished witb 
his animal life, but passes, in that awful moment, into some new 
region of existence, or transmigrate& into some other being, bas 
been, at all times, the opinion, or the conjecture, or the wish, of 
the rudest aod most eavage tribes; and this universal consent, Ci
cero observes in the first Tusculan, is the law of nature speaking 
in the human beart. Onmi autern in re conunrio omniutn gentiunt 
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ltz Mlure pulmtda ut. M~n of study and deep tp!Culatioa 
adopted what they saw rooted in the m811 oftbe people; and, haY· 
ing no better guide than tbe dim light of nature, they established 
their schools of philosophy, and taught their different systt-ms. 
The Socratic and Platonic professors d~rlared for the immortality 
Of tltf' soul, and some Of thr.ir proofs Iff' short Of nothing but re• 
velation. The Stoic sect did not embrace the doctrine in its foil 
extent: according to their bypothuis, certain chosen spirits, might 
llave their existence prolonged in a future world, but oot to eter
Dity. They allowf'd us, says Cicero, the duration of a crow, ad
mitting that the soul may uist hereaftt-r, but not for ever. StoiA 
autem usurczm nobillargiunlur feJmlf'UJm comicibus; diu maneurot 

aitmt onilnor; sempert~tgant. First Tusculon. s. 8!. It was re
le"ed for Epicurus to deny the attrillult's of the supreme being, 
and to teach the sloomy doctrine of annihilation. That. philoso
pher, bowenr, did oot Ions make bead against the genf'ral.seoee 
of mankind. He gained some apostates; but their writinp have 
long since disappeared, and their tenets 11re now supported by tbe 
poetry of Lucretius only. Macrobius, in his remarks on tbe 
SoMl'CJUM SciPiofttt of Cicero, has mentioned the triumph of a 
better and more moral doctrine. The immateriality, he says, u 
well as the immortality of the soul. has gained the general aur.nt. 
Obltnuit flOft minw de in.corporalilate AninuJ, qumn de inamorfali. 
tate maltnlia Cicero, in various parts of his works, maintained 
tbe same doctrine, and in one admirable sentence seems to have 
eompresaed the wholl' force of thf' BIJUmenl That, be says, 
which feels, which thinks, wbicb deliberates, and wills, is of 
lleavenly origin, and, for tbat reason, must be immortal. Quid
f"idM iUvd, quod malil, quod Bllpil, quod fltllt. quod ftgtl, calulc 
d diftmn ul, ob "''"9'"t rem mternum sit nue.ue ut. But this t.JOC• 

trine, amidst the contentions of dogmatical sects, was far hom 
lleing established. Wise men embraced it. Ut tapientibul plllcel, 
says Tacitus, and be may be allowed to have embraced the most 
orthodos opinion. If tbe immortality of the soul was not a settled 
artiele of his creed, at a timf" when the light of revelation was · 
aot yet di8"ueed oYer tbe Cbrist.ian world, it is boweYer probable, 
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that be, wbo poaeaed a comp~bensive aod sublimf undemand
ing, was aot cooteot with the grovelling ootioo of falliog ioto 
aothiog, but aspiftd, aad wished, aod hoped, to enjoy a future 
&tate of immortality. He wu conscious of tbe dignity of bumao 
nature, and tllence proceeded the fioe addraa to tbe departed 
aptrit of his fatber-io-law. 

(h) Tbe tell is lef\ by the copyists in a mangled eonditioo. 
The words, as tbey stand, can not be reduced to any kind of sense • 
.8clmiratione It potiul, temporalibullaudibul, et, li raaltwa IUppedi
td lltLJTUII deeommu. Lipsius aod Grotius have contribdted 
their assistance. The former reads, .fldmiratione It potiul, u 
lefhporalihtu laudihtu; and (instead of militum, which is totally 
uniotelligible) Grotius adds, similitucfine duortrmAB. Out of the 
word timilitudine a bad transcriber might make trrilitum. La 
Bletterie thinks it might be andalu, aod that coojecture bas beeo 
adopted io tile traoslatioo. 

(c) Cicero hu a sentiment aoalogous to what is here said by 
Tacitus. Servius Sulpicius could leave oo mooumeot equal to 
the portrait of bis maooen, bis virtae, bis constaocy, and his 
tal~nts, which still survived io his soo. .NWlum ~
dariu &nnul Sulpiciul reli~ potutrCJt, quam eJiPm rraorum 
tuortma flirfutV, eorutcmtw, W.,enii, filwm. See the Tent/& Philippie. 
Martial, io aa elegaot epigram, wishes that the painter's art could 
delioeate the mueen aod thf miod of his frieod: that would 
•ake the best picture io the world. 

An utinam morn animumque effingere po~~tt; 
Pulchrior in terri• nulla tabella foret. 

Lib. :r • .rpig. 32 •. 

(d) So we read io Horace: 

Vi:rere fortea ante Ap111emnona 
Multi; aed umnn iDac:hrymabilea 

Urgentur, ignotique loap 
Jrocte, earent quia vate IICI'O. 

Lib. iY. ode 9. 
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NOTES &c. 

Vain wu the cbief"a, the age's prid~ 
They hsd no poet, and they died: 
In vain they achem'd, in vain they bled; 
They had no poet, and are dead. PoP&. 

(e) Pliny, tbe consul, returned thanks to Tacitus for desirilc 
an account of the elder Pliny's death, tbat be might transmit it 
with trulh to posterity. His uncle, he says, if cdebrated hy 
such a writer, will be immortal. Pliny, b. vi. cpist. 16. That 
part, however, of our author's works bas not come down to us, 
and the prophecy has so far failed. The prediction of Tacitus it 
completely \'eri6ed: Agricola is rendered immortal; be lives ia 
the historian's page, and' will continue to do so, as long as mea 
'retain a taste for the beat and truest model of biography. 

El'iD 01' :NOTES Ol'i THE Lli'E 01' AGlllCOL.l. 
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NOTES 

ON 

THE DIALOGUE 

ORATORY. 

TBE seene or the following Dialogue is laid in the sixth yet.t 
efVespasian, A. U. C. 8!8, A. D. 75. The commentators are 
much divided In their opinions about t~e real author; his work 
they all agree is a masterpiece in the kind; written with taate 
and judgment; entertaining, profound, and elegant. But whe
ther it is to be aaeribed to Tacitus, Quintilian, or any other per
IOD, whom they can not name, is a qutstion upon which they have 
exhausted a store of learning. They have given us, according 
to their custom, mueh controversy, and little df'eision. In this 
field of conjeeture Lipsius led the way. He published, in 1574, 
the fint good edition of Tacitus, with judicious emendations of 
the tezt, and notes to illus~ate every passage which be thought 

• "anted explanation. He was, beyond all question, a man of 
genius and great erudition. He, and Caaaubon, and Scaliger, 
were called the triumvirate of literature. Lipsius, however, standi 
distinguished by his taate, and his politeneu. Commentaton iD 
seneralseem to think, as Doctor Bentlf'y expressed it, that they tn 
riding lo pOIItrity upma the back of can GACient; and being well 
mounted, they imagine that to prance, aad abow all their pac•, 
ud dash through thick aad thin, and beapatter all w!lo oome in 
their way, is the true dignity of a critic. Liptius wu not of tbik 
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class: to grtat learning he united a fine taste, and polisbrd maa
ners. He thought for himself, and he decided \oritb can dour; never 
dogmatical, or p_resuming to dictate to others. HI! says expraely, 
INa me; oom aliis nihil prmeo quod sequantut. _ With regard to the 
present Dialogue, had it not come down to us io a m'ltilated 
state, he pronounces it in point of style, beauty of ioveotiou, ao4 
sound juclgment, equal to the best models of antiquity. But wt. 
was the rt'al author seems to him a problem not easy to be 10lva 
He sees nothing of the manner peculiar to Tacitus: io tbe place 
of brevity, he finds diffusive periods, and the rich, the 8ori~ ... 
the amplified sentence, instead of the concise, tbe close aad DU• 

vous. An author, be admits, may, by continued practice, acquire 
a cast of thought and expression not to be found in his early pro
ductions; but still he must retain s11u1e traces of his original maa
ner. The age of Tacitus does not seem to him to correspond with 
the time, when the speaker~t in the Dialogue met to diseue tile 
question. Tacitus, be says, was promoted by Vespasian, aod fi'OID 
that circumstance he infers that he was not so young, as tbe wri
ter of the Dialogue rtpresents himself in the first section. He 
once thought that Quiotilian had the best claim, since tbat 1'fl'i. 
ter, in the introduction to the sixth book of ~is Institutes, sayw 
expressly that bt published a treatise on tbe subject; Lihrua, 
qt£em de cmtsis cormptm eloquentim enlisi: but, upon due re8ectioo, 
Lipsius fairly owns, that Quintilian, in the sixth of Vespasiu, 
was far from being a young man. He adds, whether it be ucrib
ed to Tacitus, or Quintilian, no inronvenience can arise, siace 
the tract itself is beautifnl: but, as to himself, his doubts are DOt 

removed; he still remains in suspense. Cum mulla diurim.; c:laua 
lamm omnia hoc reBponso; Mnu NON LIQUERE. Grooovius, Picbe
oa, Ryckius, Rhenaous, and others, have entered warmly iuto the 
disputf'. An elegant modern writer bas hazarded a oew eoojee
ture. The last of Sir Thomas Fitzosborne's Letters is a kind of 
preface to Mr. Melmoth's Translation of the Dialogue befOft •· 
He says, of all the convt'rs&tion·pieces, whether ancieot or mo
dem, f(ither of the moral or polite kind, be knows not ooe more 
elegantly writteo tbao the little anonymous Dialogue coacemils 
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the rise aod .decline of eloquence among tbe Romans. He calls it 
aoonymout, though he is aware, that it bas been ascribed not 
only to Tacitus, and ~uintilian, but even to Suelouius. Tbe rea
eons, however, are so inconclusive, that be is ioclinf'd to give it 
to the ]Ounger Pliny. He thinks it perfectly coincides with Pli
ny's age; it is addressed to one of his partic;ular friends, and is 
marked with similar e:rpreseions and sentiments, But, with all 
due submiasion to Mr. Melmotb,. bis new candidate can not long 
bold us in suapeose. It appean in the account of the eruption of 
Mouat Vesuvius, in which Pliay's uncle lost his life, A. U C. 
882, A. D. '79, that Pli11y was thea eigbteeu years old, and, as 
the Dialogue was in 828, be could then be no more than four
teen; a time of life, when he was neither fit to be admitted to a 
leaned debate, nor capable of understanding it. Besides thia, two 
)etten to his friend FuiUs, are still nt:mt; one in the first book, 
epist. 11; the other, book vii. epist. 2. No mention of the Dia
logue occun io either of those letters, nor in any other part of his 
work•; a circumstance, which could scarce have happened to a 
writer 10 tenderly anxious about his literary chatacter, if the work 
in question llad beeu the production of his pen. Brotier, the last, 
ud, if may be aaid, the best of all the editors of Tadtus, is of 
opinion tbat a tract, 10 beautiful and judicious, ou~ht not, with
out better reaaoos than have been as yet assigned, to be adjudged 
from Tacitus to any other writer, He relies much on the lint edi
tion, which wu published at Venice ( 1468), containing the six 
last books of the Aonals (the si:r first not being then found), the 
Jive books of the History, and the Dialogue, entitled, Comelii Ta
eUi Equilil Romani .IMiogus de Oraloribus claril. There were 
also, in the Vatican, manuscript copies of the Dialogue de Orato
ribul. In 1615, when the six first Annals were found in Ger
many, a new edition UDder the patronage of Leo X. was publish
ed by Beroaldus, carefully collated with the manuscript, wbicb 
was afterwards placed in the Florentine Library. Those early 
authorities prepoo)lerate with Brotier against all modem conjec
ture; more especially, since the age of Tacitus agrees with the 
. time of the Dialogue. He wu four yuri older than his frieud 

Digitized by Goog I e 



!60 ' KOT£1 ON Til& 

Pliny, and, at eighteen, might properly be allowed by bil fria.il 
to be of their party. In two years afterward• (A. U. C. SSO)? be 
married Agricola's daughter, and he e1prenly says (Life of Api• 
cola, sect. ix. ), tbat he was then a very young man. Tbe up
menta drawn by tbe several commentators from tbe difl'e~ tl 
style, Brotier thinks are of no weight. The style of a you~ .. 
tbor will naturally differ from what he has settled by practice at 
an advanced period of life. This has been oblt'rved io maay 
eminent writers, and in none more than Lipsius himself. His lu
cuage, in the outset, was eas~·, flowing, and elesant; bat, u lie 
advanced in yeaB, it became stiff, abrupt, and barsb. Tac:ita 
relates a conversation on a literary subject; and in suc.-h a pi~, 
"f\·ho can e1pect to find the style of an histonan or an anoaliltl 
For these reasons Brotier thinks that this Dialogue may, witl 
good reason, be asrribed to Tacitus. The translator eaten .o 
farther into the controversy, than to say, that in a case, where 
certainty can not be: obtained, we must rest satisfied with tb~ bat 
evidence the nature of the thing will admit. The dispute is of ot 

importance; for, as Lipsius says, whether we give tbe Dialogac 
to Quintilian or to Tacitus, no inconvenience can arise. Wbo
tver was the author, it is a ptrformance or uncommon beauty. 

Before we close this introduction, it "'ill not be improper .. 
way a word or two about Brotier's Supplement. In the wreck of 
ancient literature a considerable part of this Dialogue bas perUb· 
ed, and, lty consfquence, a chasm is left, mucb to be larueotccl 
by every reader of taste. To avoid the inconvenience of a b~ 
ken context, Brotier has endeavoured to compensate for the losa. 
What he has added. will be found in the pro,l'l'sa of the work; 
and as it is executed by the le11rnrd editor with grrat elegaace, 
and t>qual probability, it is hoped that the insertion of it will be 
more asreeable to the readrr, than a dull pause Gf melaocboly ft. 
gret. 

SECTION I. 
(a) Justus Fabius was consul A. U. C. 86-4, A. D. 111. But 

b be did not begin the 7ear, his name does not apaM:ar ~n tb~ 
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P .un CoNAJLAu:s. Thtre are two letters to him from his 
friend Pliny; the first, lib. i. tpist. I I; tbe other~ lib. vii. ep. !. 
It is remarkable, that, in the last, the author talks of eending some 
of his writings for his friend's peru1al; qum-am quid potilrimum es 
nugil meil tibt ~am; but not a word is said about the decline 
of eloquence. 

SECTION II. 

(a) Coaceroiag Materous nothiag i• known with any kiod of 
certainty. Dio relate• that a sophist, of that name, waa put to 
death by Domitian, for a school of declamation against tyrants; but 
aot one of the commentators ventures to assert that he was the 
Curimiul MatermA~, who makes 10 coa•picuous a figure in the 
Diologue before us. 

(b) ' No mention is made of Marcus A per eithtr by Quiotillian 
or Pliny. It is supposed that ht was father of Marcus Flavius Aper, 
who was substituted consul A. U. C. S&S. A. D. ISO. His 
oratorical character, and that of Secundus, as we find them drawn 
in this stction, arc not unlikt what we ore told by Cicero of Cras
sus and Antonius. Crauus, be says, was not willing to be thought 
destitute of litnature, but he wiehed to have it said of him, that 
he despieed it, and preferred the good sense of the Romans to the 
refinements of Greect. Antonius, on the other band, was of opin
ion tbat his fame \Vould rise to greater magnitude, if he was con
sidered as a mao wholy illiterate, and void of education. In this 
manntr they both upected to inereaee their popularity; the for
mer, by dtspising the Greeks, and the IaUer by not knowing theni. 
Fuit hoc in utroqut eorum. ul Cr1JSBU8 non lam uistimari t~ellet non 
didiciae, quam ill4 ~e. et noetrorum lwmitaum in omni ge· 
nere prudtntiam GrtUi.t tm~tferre. Jlntoniul autem probabiliorem 
populo orationem fore un8ebat suam, li omnino d~ mmquam 
putaretur; atqru ita se uterque grat?iorem fore, ri cJlur contemnere, 
tJlter ne nom quidtm Gnecos flidtretur. Cicero De Orat. lib. ii. 
cap. 1. 

(c) Quintilian makes honourable mention of Julius Secuad~ 

Digitized by Goog I e 



--
16! NOTES 01( THE 

who if be h•d not been prematurely cat off, would han trau
mitted his name to posterity amongst the moat celebrated oraton. 
He would have added, and be was daily doing it, whatever was 
requisite to complete bia oratorical genius; and all that could be 
desired, was more vigour in argument, and more attention to mat
ter and sentiment than to the choice of words. But be died too 
10t0, and his fame was, in some degree, intercepted. He hu, 
DOtwitbstandiog: left a considerable name. His diction was ricb 
and copious; be explained every thing with grace and elegance; bia 
periods ftowed with a suavity that charmed his audience; his laa
guage when metaphorical, was bold, yet accurate; and, if be hu· 
arded an unusual phuse, he was justified by the energy willa 
whic:h his meaning \Vas conveyed. Julio Sec.®, .& ~trior 
conligiuet IZIOB, clanninmm prq(ecto nomen orGioriB apud pot1tnt 
foret. Jldjecillel train&, atque adjicitbat, clderil llirlutibw suil, ~ 
duulerari potul; id tit aulem, ul u11d, multo magis pupaz, et _,u, 
ad curtma rerum ab eWcutione rupiceret. Cretensm inltrteplul quo
que mopum ribi llindicat locum. Ea ut facundia, lama in e:rpli· 
etmdo, qtUHl tlelit, gratia; tam candidum, ellerat, el ~ di· 
eendi gmu~; lama 1'trborum, etiam qme asmmpta sunt, propridtu; 
lama in quibusdam, u periculo petitu, Bignifoamia, Quintil. lib. 
s. a. 1. It is remarkable, that Quintilian, in his list of Roman 
oratora, has neither mentioned Maternus, or Marcus Aper. The 
Dialogue, for that reason, seems to be improperly ascribed to bim: 
men who figure so much in the inquiry concerning oratory, would 
not have been omitted by the critic, who thought their converaa
~on worth recording. 

8£cnoN III. 

(a) Thy estes waa a common and popular subject of ancient 
tra~edy. 

In lignatur item privati., et prope 1oeco 
Dignia earminibus narrari ~eena Tbyeatz. 

HouT. Au Pon. ver. 90. 

(b) It was the custom of the colonies, and municipal to"os, to 
pay their court to some great orafor at Romf', in order to obtain 
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his patronage, whenever they should have occasion to apply to the 
senate for a· redress of grievances. 

(c) Domitius was another subject of tragedy, taken from the 
Roman story. Wbo be was does not clearly appear. Brotier thinks 
it was Domitius, tbe ayowed enemy of Julius Cesar, who moved 
in the senate for a law to recal that general from the command of · 
the army in Gaul, and, afterwards, on the- breaking out of the civil 
war, fell bravely at the battle of Pharsalia. See Suetonius, Life of 
Nero, section 2. Such a character might furnish the subject of a 
tragedy. The Roman poets were in the habit of enriching tbeir 
drama with domestic occurrences, and the practice was applauded 

by Hor~ce. 

N~c minimum m~ru6re decus, vestigia Graeca 
.'\uai deaere, et celebrarc domestica facts. 

Aas PozT. Yer. 286. 

No path to fame our poetsl~ft untried; 
Nor amall their merit, when· with con~~eions pride 
They scorn'd to t.ake from Greece the storied them~, 
But dar'd to sing their own domestic fo&me. 

••aAliiCis's Hoa1.c1. 

SECTION v. 
(a) There were at Rome several eminent men of the name o( 

Bassus. With regard to the person, here called Salt'ius Bassus, the 
commentators have not bet'n able to glean much information. 
Some have contended that it was to bim Persius addressed his 
aiJ:tb satire : 

Admovit jam bruma foco t~, Basse, Sabino. 

But if we may believe t6e old scboliast, his name was C.&slus 
Busus, a much admired lyric poet, who was Jiving on his owo 
farm, at tbe time when Mount Vesuvius discharg~d its torrents of 
fire, aod made the country round a scene of desolation. The poet 
and his house were overwhelmed by the eruption of the lava, 
which happened A. U. C. 882, in the reign of Titus. Quintiliaa 
aays of him (b. J:. chap. 1. ), tbat if after Horace any poet deserves 
to be mentioned, Cesius Bassus wal the man. Si quem adjiure 
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wlil, v eril Ccuiul BGIIUI, Sal~ius Buau is JDeDtioaed 1tf 
JuYeaalaa ao emineot pod io distress~ 

~ . 

f 

---At Serrano tenuique Saleio 
Gloria quantalibet quid erit, ai gloria tantum est~ 

S.n. rii. ver. 80 

But to poor Bauua wbat anils a. name, 
To ata"e on c:omplimenta and empty falne! 

Dauu•a .1~4L 

Quiotiliao says, be possessed a poetic geoius, but so warm ... 
vehemeot, that, even in an advaoced age, his spirit was oot uader 
the control of sober judgmeot Yehemttu et poetiama ~ 
SAu:n BASSI fuil; nee ip8Um $~ """""""· Tbis .,.... 
affords an insuperable argument agaiost Lipsius, aod tbe rat e( 

the critics, who named Quiotiliao as a candidate for t.b~ booow 
of this elegant composition. pao it be imagined that a writer, 
of fair integrity, would io his great work speak of Bassua as he 
d~se"ed, and in the Dialogue overrate him beyond all proporti•? 
Duplicity was not a part of Quintiliao's charac~er. 

. (b) TAcitus, it may be pres~med with good reasoo, waa a dili· 
gent reader of Ciet'ro, Livy, Sallust, and Seneca. He hu, ia 
nrious parts of his works, coincidences of sentiment and dietioe, 
that plainly show the source from which they sprung. In tbe 
present case, when he ca)ls eloquence a buckler to protect yow
self, and a weapon to annoy your advenary, cao aoy ooe doubt 

. but he had his eye on tbe following seoteoce io Cicero de Ort~~ore1 
Quid autem tam mcurarium, qUam tenere 1emper arma, fUibw wl 
tectu ipre esre porm, wl proooeare ilalegror, e1 te ulNei ~' 

(c) Eprius Marcellus is often a conspicuoua figure in the A aula 
and the History of Tacitus. To a bad heart be united the gift ol 
eloquence. In the Aonala, b. Kvi. a. 28, be makea a vebemftil 
1peecb against Petus Tbraaea, and afterwards wrought the de
struction ofthat eKcellent mao. For tbat nploit, be W81 auaekM, 
in the beginniog or v espasian's reign, "by Helvidiua Prii<'IIS. Ia . 
the History (book iv, I, '7 aad 8) WC ICC diem boda CDSapi ia a 
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Yiolent contention. In the following year (82S), Helvidiua in ~he 
senate opened an accusation in lorm; but MarceliU8, by using his 
eloquence as his bucklrr and offensive weapon, was able to ward 
off the blow. He rose from his seat, and, "I leave you, be said, 
I leave you to give the law to the seuate: reign, if you will, even in 
the prrsence of the pri nee." s .. Hi st. i v. a. 48. See also, Life of 
Agricola, s. 11, notes (a) and (b). 

SECTION VI. 

(a) To be rich and have no issue, gave to the person so circum
stanced the highest consequrnce at Rome. All ranks of men paid 
their court to him. To discourage a life of celibacy, and pro
mote population, Augustus passsed a law, called Papia PopptM, 
whereby bachelors were subjected to penalties. Hence the com
pliment paid by Horace to his patron: 

Diva producas sobolem, patrumque 
Prosperes decreta super jugandis 
F~~m~inis, prolisque novz feraci 

Lege marita. 

Bring the springing birth to light, 
And •·ith every genial grace 
Prolific of an endless race, 

CAaxu Saccuaz. 

Oh! crown our Yowa, and bleas the nuptial rlle. 
Fu!fcJs's Uoa.t.n. 

But marriage wa• not brought into fashion. In proportion to tbe 
rapid degeneracy of the manners under the emperors, celi.bacy 
grew into respect; insomuch, that-we find (Annals, xii. s 51) a 
man too strong fbr his prosecutors, because be was rich, old, and 
childless. JTaluitqtU pecurriosa orbiiGie et teneeta. 

(b) The faculty of speaking on asudden question, with unpre• 
meditated eloquence, Quintilian says, is the reward of study and 
diligent application. The speech, composed at leisure, will of~ 
ten want the warmth and energy, which accompany the rapid:emo
tions of the mind. The patlions, when roused and animated, 

TOL. Yl. 84 
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and the images which present themselves in a glow of enthusi
asm, are the inspirers of true eloquence. Composition bas not 
always this happy effect; the prQCess is slow; languor is apt to sue. 
c:eed; the passions subside, and the spirit of the discourse evaporates. 
Mazinnu 11ero studiorumjructw est, et 11Uut premium quoddam aa
plimmuna longi laboris, u tempore d~endi fat:vltiU. Putw at 
enim, quod disertosfacil, et 11is mentis. Nom bene contqJti ajfemo, 
et recentes rerum imaginu continuo impetuft:rtmtur. qt~e not'llltlll

qt~am mora stili refrigucunt, et dilate non reM'funlur. Quintiliaa. 
lib. x. cap. 7. 

Ss:cnoN VII. 

(a) The tnnslation is not quite arcurate in this place. The 
original11ays, when I obtained tbr laticla11e, and the English calls 
it the matlly gmm, which, it must be admitted, is not the exact 
sense The toga 11irilit, or the manly gmm. \vas assumed, whea 
the youtb came to man's estate, or the age of seventeen years. 0. 
that occasion the friends of the young mao conducted him to the 
forum,( or aoml'times.to the capitol), and there invested him with the 
new ~wn. This was callled diu tirocinii; the day, on whicb be 
c:ommenced a t~o, or a candidate for preferment in the army. The 
laticla11e was au additional honour often granted at the same time. 
Tbe eons of srnators and patricians were entitled to that distinc
tion, 81 a matter of right: but the young men descended from aucla 
as were not patricians, did not wear tbe laticla11e, till they entered 
into the aenice of the commonwealth, and undertook the functions 
C)f the civil magistncy. .Augustus C.esar changed that custom. 
He gave leave to the sons of senators, in genenl, to assume the 
latidaw, presently af'ter the time of putting on the toga M&, 
tbough they were not capable of civil honours. The emperors 
who succeeded, allowed the same privilege, 81 a favour to illus
trious families, Chid· speaks of himself and his brother 111umiog 
tbe manly got~~n and the latidaee at the same time: 

lnterea, taeito puau labentibus annie, 
Liberior fratri 111mpta mihique toga; 

loduiturque bumeria cum Jato purpura elaYO 

• 
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Pliny the younse! shows, that th~ loticlaoe was a favour sraotecl 
by the emperor on-particular occasions. He says, be applied for 
his friend. and succeeded: Ego suto lalutnclatmm a C•are not· 

It-o imparari. Lib!. ii. epist. 9. The latusclatlus was a robe worn 
by consuls, preton, generals in triumph, and senaton, who were 
called loticlcwii. · Tht:ir sons were admitted to the same l1onour; 
but the emperors bad a power to bestow this garment of distioctioaa. 
and all privileges belonging to it, upon sucb as tbey thought wor· 
tby of that honour. This is what Marcus Aper eayt in the Dia
logue, that be obtained; and, when the translation mentions the 
manly gOt.on, the expression falls short of the speaker's idea. Da· 
cier bas given an account of the loticla"e, which has been well re
cieved by the learned. Ht tells us, that whatev~r was made to 
be put on another thing, was called cla"us, not because it bad any 
restmblance to a nail, but because it was made an adjunct to an
other subject. In fact, the clari were purple galloons, with whicb 
tbe Romans bordered the fore part oftbe tunic. on both tides, and, 

- when drawn close together, they formed an ornament in the mid
dle of the vestment. It was. for that reason. called by the Greeks, 
,...,. .. ,,~'1••· The broad galloona made the lalidat1e, !lnd thenar
row the aragwticlaf1e. The latidaoe, Dacier adds, is not to be 
confounded with the prGlluta. The latter was; at first, appropria
ted to the magistrate,., and the sac.-rdotal order; but, in time, was 
extended to the sons of eminent families, to be worn as a mark of 
distinction, till the age of eeve11teen, wbrn it was laid aside for 
the manly g~Nn. See Dacier's Hura«, lib. i. sat. 6; and ~e Ken
Del's Roman Jlntiquitiu, p. 306. 

(b) Marcus Aper, Julius Secuodus, and Curiatius Matemus, 
accordiug to Brotier and otbtrs, were nativea of Gaul. Aper 
(~ction J[.) mentions tbe Gauls as their common countrymen: M 
IJ"id de Galli& norlril Zotftuunur. If that was the fact, a new man 
at Rome would bave difficultita to surmount. Ammianus Mu· 
eellinus (a Latin historian of the fourth century) says, that at 
Rome the peoplf! deepise•l nery thing that did not grow b.-fore 
their eyes withio the walla of the cit.)', escept the rieb who bad 
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no children; and the veneration paid to such as had no heirs waa 
altogether incredible. Vik use quidquid eslra urbit poeacmu. 
nascitur, cutimant; ntc credi potu& qua olmqt&iona ~co
ltmtur hominu sine liberi8 Rom«. Lib. xiv. a. 5. In sucb a city a 
young man and a-Waoser could not expect to be f•voured. 

(c) All causes of a private nature were beard before the cat• 

t1ptliri. Tbree were chosen out oi every tribe, and the tribes 
amounted to five-and-thirty, so that in fact 105 were chosen; but, 

, (or the sake of a round number, they were called e&ll'I1JJIVUU. 

The causes that were heard before that juriadiction are eoume
rated by Cicero, De Oral. lib. i. s. 88. 

(d) Tbe translation says, tht tDilll and codicils of tht rich; but 
it ia by no meana certain that those words convey the meaning of 
the text, which simply says, nee codiallis datur. After due inqui
ry, it appears that codicillis was used by the Latin authors, for wbat 
we now call tht ldurs patent oj a prime. Codicils, in the mo· 
dern sense of the word, implying a supplement to a will, were 
unkoow to the ancient Roman law. The Twelve Tables men
tion testaments only. Codicils, in aid to wills, were fint intro
duced in the time of Augustus; but, whatever their operation was, 
legacies granted by those additional writings were for some time 
of no validity. To confirm this, we are told that the daugbter of 
Lentulus discharged certain legacies, which being given by codi
cil, abe wu not bound to pay. In time, however, codicils, as an 
addition· made by tbe testator to his will, grew into use, and tbe 
legaciea thereby granted were confirmed. This might be the case , 
in the sixth year ofVespuiao, when the Dialogue passed betweea 
the parties; but it is, notwithstanding, highly probable, that the 

- word todicilli means, in the pauage before us, tbe ldkn palMI 
of tht prince. It is used in that sense by Suetonius, who relates, 
that Tiberius, after pauiog a oi!ht and two days in revelling with 
Pompon ius Flaccus and Lucius Piso, granted to tbe former the pro· 
vinee of Ssrip, and made tbe latter prefect of the city; declaring 
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them in lhe patent~, pleasant companions, and tl&t Jriuwh ofalJ houf'f. 

Codicilli• quoque jutuadissimo. tt omnium horarum amic01 profu· 
""· Suet. in Tib. •· 4!. ' 

(e) The common people are called, in the original, turriealul 
populut; that class of men, who wore the tunic, and not tbe togtJ, 
or the Roman g_own. Tbe tunica, or close coat, was the common 
garment worn within doors, and abroad, under the toga. Kenuet 
says, tbe prolttari" the capiU cttvi,'and tbe rest of the dregs of 
the city, could not afford' to wear the toga, and therefore went in 
their tunic~; whence Horace says (lib. i. epist. "1. ), 

Vilia vendentem tunieato scNta popello. 

The TOGA, however, was the peculiar dress or the Roman people. 
VtaGILdistioguisbes his countrymen by their mode of apparel: 

' Romanos rerum dominos, ~;entemque togatam. 

But, though tbis was the Roman habit, the lower citizens were 
obliged to appear abroad in their tunica, or close garment. Tbe 
love of praise is eo eager a passion, that the public orator is here 
represented as delighting in the applause of tbe rabble. Persius, 
the satirist, bas said the same thing: 

Pulcbnam eat digito monatrari, et dicere, Hac UT. 

SEcnoN VIII. 

(a) The character of Eprius Marcellus bas been alrtady stated, 
section v. note (c). Crispus Vibius is mentioned as a mao of 
weight and influence, Jlmaall, book xiv. a. 28. Quintilian bas · 
mentioned him to his advantage; be calla him, book v. chap. IS, 
a man of agreeable and elegant talents, .ar ingenii jueundi et 
eltgantil; and again, VibiQs Criapua was distinguished by the ele· 
gaoce of his composition, and the sweetneu. of his maaner; a 
man bom to please, but fitter for private suits, than for the impor· 
taoce of public CIUICI. Ef V IBIUI Cusrus, comporitw, et jv-
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ewadut, et dtlutalitmi notu; pritnllil tcunea ecauril, 9*1"1 ,..,._, 
melior. Lib. L cap. 1. 

(6) Which or these two men waa born at Capua, and which 
at Vercelle, ia not clearly e:a:pl't!ssed io tbe original. Epriua Mar
cellus, who baa been described as a prompt and daring spirit, readr 
to embark in every mischief, ao1l by hia rloqueoce able to give 
colour to the W\"Orsl cause, must at this time have become a new 
man, siuce we find him mentioned in thia dialogue with unbound
ed praise. He, it seems, and Vibius Crispus were the favourites 
at Vespasian's court. Vercelle, now JTen:eil, was situated io the 
eastern part of Piedmont. Capua, rendered famous by Hannibal, 
was a city io Campania, always deemed the seat of pleasure. 

(c) Vespasian is said to have been, what is uncommon amoog 
sovereign princes, a patient hearer of truth. His attention to mea 
of letters may be coosidered as a proof of that uaertioo. The 
younger Pliny tells us, that his uncle, the author of the Natural 
History. used to visit Vespatian before day-light, and gained ad
mittance to tbe emperor, who devoted his nights to study. .8nU 
luctm ibat ad Y upasianum imperalorem: Mm ilk quoque raoctibul 
uttbatur. Lib. iii. epist. 5. 

SECTION IX. 
(a) Agamemnon and Jason were two favourite dramatic sub

jects with the Roman fJOels. After their enmple, the modems 
seem to have beeai enamoured witb those two Grecian heroes. 
Racine bas displayed the former, io his tragf'dy of lllbigenia, and 
tbe late Mr. Thompson in a performance of great merit, entitled 
Agamemnon. Corneille, and the late Mr. Glover, thought Juoa 
·and Medea worthy of their talents. 

(b) Saleiua Banua bas been already mentiooed, a. Y. note (a). 
It may be added io this place, that the critics of his time eon· 
curred in giving him the warmest pniae, not only u a good and 
excellent mao, but also as an e~;t1ineot a11d admirable port. He 
was detceoded from a family of diatiootioo, but wu poor and 
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often distressed. Whether be or Ceaiua Busus wu the friend 
of Persius, is not perfectly clear. Be tbe fact as it may, the sa· 
tirist describes a fine poet, and his verses were applacable to 
either of them: 

Jam me lyrA. et t~l rico YiYunt tibi pectine cthortla:l 
Mire opifex numeris vett"rURI primordia rerum, 
Atque m•rem atrepitum tidis intendisse Latinz; 
Mox juvenea agitare jocot. et pollice boneato 
EgreJioe luiue eenea. 

P&utvt, at. 'ri. 

(c) Before the invention of printing, copies were not easily 
multiplied. Authors were eager to enjoy their fame, and the peo 
of the transcrib¥.r was slow and tedious. Public rehearsals were 
the road to fame. But an audience was to be drawn togdber by 
interest. by solicitation, and public advertisements. Pliny, io 
one of his letters, has given a lively description of the difficul
ties which the author had to surmount. This year, he says, bu 
produced poets in great abundance. Scarce a day bas passed io 
the month of April, witboutthe recital of a poem. But tbe greater 
part of the audience comes with reluctance; they loiter in the Job· 
bies, and there enter into idle chat, occasionally desiring to know, 
1Vhether the poet is in his pulpit? . bas he begun? is his preface 
over? bas be almoet finished? They condescended, at last, to enter 
tbe room; they looked round with an air ofindift"erence, and sooa 
retired, some by stealth, and others witb open cootempt. Hence 
the greater praise is due to those authors, wbo do not suft'er their 
genius to droop, but on tbe contrary, amidst the most discourag
ing circumstances, still persist to cultivate the liberal arts. Pliny 
add!l, tbat he himself aUended all tbe public readings, and, for 
that purpose, staid longer in the city than was usual with him. 
Being, at length~ released, be intended, in his rural retreat, to 
finish a work of his own, but D()t to read it in public, lest be 
should be thought to claim a return of the civility, which he bad 
abown to others. He wu a bearer, and not a creditor. The fa. 
vour conferred, if redemanded. ceases to be a favour . .Magrrua 
J"''O'CRRum podcanma """"' '"' ctUulit. Toto mem• .l1prili nullat 
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fer~ diu, qtMJ non ruilartl aliquil. Tamtlli ad audiendum pigrc 
eoitur. Pkriqut in sttJiionibtu sedertl, tempuaque auditndU fabulU 
eontenmt, GC IUbindt ribi t&Unliarijuberat, njam rtcittJior inlr®erit, 
n di.rtrit pr«.fmionem, n u mGgM parte tt~olotrit librumlf T .. 
ckmum, GC tunc quoque lente, cunctanterque t~eniunt, me tcamm rema-
nent. ,ed ante .fi•tem recedunt; alii dimmulanter, ac jurtim, alii 
simpliciter, nc liber~. Sed tanto map laudtmdi probm&dique 1Uft1, 
quua a acribendi m:ilandiqut studio luzc auditonnn t~d duidia, wl 
1Uptrbia non rttardat. Equidem prope mmmi tkfui: his u cm.uil 
longius, quam fkatinat~eram, tempus in urbe con.nmapri. Pouum jaJII 
rtpeltre uceuum. tl acribere aliquid, quod non recitem, u ftclear, 
quorum recittJiionibus a.ffui, non auditor fuiase, aed creditor. Nam, ut' 

in cmerU rebus, ita in audiendi officio, peril gratia ri repotealur. 
Pliny, lib. i. ep. IS. Sut·h was the state of literature under the 
\yOrst of the en1perors. The Augustan age was onr. In the 
reigns of Tiberi us and Caligula learning drooped, but in some de
grt>e revived under the dull and stupid Claudius. Pliny, in the 
Jetter abovt cited, says of that emperor, that one day hearing a 
noise in his palace, he inquired what was the cause, and, being 
informed that Nonianus was reciting in public, went immediate
ly to tb~: place, and became one of tbe audience. After that time 
)f'tters met with no encouragement from the great. Lord Shafts
bury says, he cannot but wonder bow the Romans, after the ex
tinction of the Cmaarean and Claudian family, and a abort in
terval of princes raised and destroyed with much disorder and 
public ruin, wtre able to regain their ptrishing dominion, and 
retrieve tbeir sinking state, by ao after-race of wise and able 
princes, successively adopted, and taken from a private state to 
rule the empire of the world. They were . men, who not ool1 
possessed tbt> military virtues, and supported that sort of discipliae 
io the highest degree; but as they sought the interest of the world, 
they did what was io their power to restore liberty, and raise 
again the perishing arts, and the decayed virtue of maokiod. But 
the season was past: barbarity andgolhiciam.were already entered 
into the arts, ere the savages made ao impre11ioo on the empire. 

See .114M to em .lluthor, part ii. •· 1. The gothU:im, hinted at 
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by Shaftesbury, appean manifestly in the wretched aitaation, te 
which the best authors were reduced. The poets, who could oat 
hope to procure an audience, haunted the batba and public walka, 
in order to fasten on their frienda, and, at any rate, obtain a bear .. 
ing for their worka. Juvenal aays, the plantations and marble 
columns of Julius Fronto resounded with the vociferation of re· 
citing_ poeta: 

Frontonlt platani eonYUlaque marmora clamant 
Semper, et usiduo ruptz Jectore columna:. 
'Expectes eadem a summo minimoque Jloeti. 

· - · -- - -· - SJ.T. I. Yer.12. 

' 
The same author obaenes, that the poet wbo aspired to literary 
fame, might borrow an bouse for the purpose of a public read· 
ing; and tbe great mao, who accommodated the writer, might ar.; 
range his friends and freedmen on the back seata, with directioa 
no~ to be sparing of their applause; but still a stage or pulpit, with 
convenient benches, was to be procured, and that expen1e the 
patrons of Jetten would not aupply.,. 

, 
------At ai duleedine fame 
Contentue recites, Maculonua commodat zdet. 
Scit dare libertot extreml in parte sedentee 
Ordinis, et magna eomitum dieponere voc:ee. 
Nemo dabit procerum, quanti subsellia eonatent. 

Su. Yli. Yer. 39. 

Statiua, in Juvenal'• time, was • favourite poet. rr he announced 
a reading, bia auditon went in crowds. He delighted all degreea 
.aDd ranks of men; but, whe~ the hour of applause wu over, the 
au~r wu obliged to sell a tragedy to Paris, the faiDO\II actor, 
in order to procure a dinner. 

Curritur ad Yoeem jueundun, et carmen amiCJtt 
Tbebaidoe, lztam fecit eu:n Statiu ur!Jem, 
Promititque diem: tanta duleedine vulci 
Auditur; led cum fregit subeeUia versu, 
Elurit, intactam Paridi nili Yendit Aga':en. 

•S.t.T. Yii. nr. in. 
TOI.. n. So 
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This Wll the hard lot of poetry' and this die state or JMiblic read
ing, wbich Aper deaeribes to bia friend Matennaa. 

Si:CTIOl'f X. 
(o) Horace hu the same oblervalion: 

----Mediocribue e11e po~ti1 
Non Dii, non hominea, non conCt'l5tre columnx. 

AaT Ol' Posan, ver. 31'2. 

But God and man, and lt'tter'tl pott denie., 
That poets ever are of middling eize. 

F1LU1c11'a Roue.. 

(6) Notwithstanding a1ltbat is said, in this Dialogue, of Sa· 
Jcius Bassos, it docs not .appear, in the jutlgmenl of Quintiliao, 
that he was a poet, whose fame could extend itself to tbe distant 
provinces. Ptrfcction io the kind i~ nf'cessary. Livy, tbe hia
toraan, was at the bead of his profession. In conaequencc of his 
vut reputation, we know from Pliny, the consul, that a native of 
the city of Cadiz was so struck with the charRcter of that great 
writer. that be made a journey to Rome, with no othtr intent, 
than to see that celebrated genius; and having gratified his curi
osity, without staying to view tht' wonders of that magnifict'ot 
city. returned homf' pt>rf"ctly satts6ed . .1\'unquomne kgVti Gacli
tonum q•&emdam Tili l.imi nomine gloritiqut commotum., Gel .,..,._ 
dum eum ab ultimo lerrorom orbt t~tnilst, 1totimqut, ut tri.dtrot, 
abiillt1 Lib. ii. epist. S. 

(e) In Homer and Virgil, as well u in the dramatic poets of 
the first order, we frequ .. ntly have paasages of real cloque))CC, 
with the difference which Quintilian mentiooa; tbe poet., be saye, · 
it a slavf' to the meaaure of his verse; and, not being able at aD 
times to make u~ of tbe true and proper word, be is obligt!d to 
fJUit the natural and easy way of expression, and avail bim~lf of 
Dew modes and turns of phraeeology, such as tropes, and meta
phon, with the liberty of transposing words. and lengthening or 
shortening syUablea u he sees occuioo. Quod calliBGCi ad em-
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JMdUffa ......ba~. ,.. ~ proprii.l uti pomnt, ltd dtpulri Cl 

_.,uta tria' neeurano ad quedana clieerliculca eorifugiant; nee mutarc 
~ modo- eerba, ted utendtre, compere, conoerlere, d&oidere 
eogantur. Quint. lib. :1. cap. 1. Tbr speaker .in the Dialogue is 
aware of this distinction, and, subject to it, the various branches 
of ~try are with him so many diaferent modes oC' eloquence. 

(d) The original has, the citadel of eloquence, lvhich calls to 
mind an admired passage .in· Lucretius: 

Sed nil dulciut e•t beM quam mnnita tenere 
Edita doctrina upientum templa aerena, 
Df-lpicere unde queu aliot, pusimque videre 
Brrare, atque viam pallantea qu111rere vita: 

Lib. ii. ver. 1. 

{c) It is a fact well known, that in Greec:~the· most illustrious 
of both sexes thought it honourable to exercise themselves in the 
exhibitions of tbe theatre, and even to appear in the athletic 
games. Plutarch, it is true, will have it~ that all scenic arta were 
prohibited at Sparta by the laws of Lycursus; and y:et Cornelius 
Nepos assures us, that no J.acedemonian matron, however high 
ber quality. was ashamed to a't for hire on tbe public stage. He 
adds, that throughout Greece, it was deemed the highest honour to 
obtain the prize io the Olympic games, and no man blushed te 
br a performer in plays and pantomimes, and give himself a spec
tacle to the people. Nulla Laudaacmi tam est nobilis ftdoo, que 
fiOR ira 1ceraam eat mercede eonducta • .Magnis ira laudibus totO fuil 
GrtUid flictorcm Olympim citari. In •unam oero prodire, et populo 
"" spectaeulo raettaini ira iisdem reratibul fuit turpiludini. eor. Nep. 
in Pr~JGI. It appean, however, f~m a ato., told by lEiian (anll 
eited by Sbaf\esbury,.Rdme to em .lltltMr, part ii. •· S.), that tbe 
Gruk women were by law escluded from tbe Ol~·mpic games. 
Wboev~r was found to transgrt"as, or even to cross the 'river AI· 
pbeus, during tbe celebration of that great spectacle, was liable 
to b~ thrown from a rock. The consequtnce was, that not one 

' female was detected, escept Callipatria, or, as others called her, 
P/aermid. Tbia womao, disguised in tbe habit of a teacber of 
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cmnutic ese~ise~ introduced her IOD, PUicfortlt, to eoatead fOr 
the victor's prize. Her eon s11cceeded. Transported witb joy_ 
at a •isht 10 glorious, the mother overleaped tbe feiK'e, which eo
closed the magistratea, aad, in tbe violence of that exertion, let 
fall ber garment. She wu, by consequence, koowo to be a wo
man, bllt absolved from all criminality. For that mild aod equit
able sentence, abe was indebted to the merit of ber father, bno 
brothers, and her eon, who all obtained tbe ·victor's crown. The 
incident, however, gavt birth to a nevi ~aw, whereby it was ea
acted, that the masters of tbe gymnutic art should, for the future, 
come naked to the Olympic games. .ai:liora, lib. s. cap. 1; aad 
eee Pcauraai4u, lib. v. cap. 6. 

· (/) Nicostratua is praised by Pausanias (lib. v. cap. !0), u a 
peat master. of the athletic arts. Quintilian bas aleo recorded 
his prowess. Nicostratua, whom in our youth we saw advanced 
in yean, would instruct bis pupil in every branch of his art, ud 
make him, what be was himself, an invincible champion. lnvia
c:ible lae was, since, oo one and tbe same day, be entered the lists 
u a wrestler and a boxer, and was proclaimed conqueror in both. 
JJ.c ri Jtwril qui doctbitur, ilk, quem adoluctntu ~.Jr...._ 
u, omrribtu in eo doccndi partilnls limiliUr utudur; ':IJU:idque il
Ium, quoUB laic full, luciGndo pupcmdoqut ( quonma utroque iR ctr• ...... '"*"' ctiebul ~) umc:tuna. Quint. ~ib. ii. cap. 8. 

SECTION XI. 
{o) Nero'• ambition to excel io poetry was oot only ridiculous, 

but, at the aame time, destrucijve to Luc~n, and almost all the 
pod authors of the .ase• See ..8nnall, b. xv. According to the 
old ~~eboliut on tbe Satirea of Persiua, the following veraea were 
either writt.e~ by Nero, or made in imitation of tbat emperor'• 
lt,rle~ 

Tol'\'a MimaUoneit implerunt cornua bombis. 
Et raptum vitulo caput ablatura auperbo 
Baasaria, et lyncem Mznu ftexura corymbi .. 
Eri• in.remiaat: reparabilis sdsonat ecllo. 
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Tlte a8'eetation of rhyme, which many ages afterwards was the es
sential part of monkish verse, the tumour of the words, and the 
wretched penury of thought, may be imputed to a frivolous prin••, 
who studied his art of poetry in the manner described by Tacitus, 
dntaall, b. siv. s. 16. Au~ yet it may be a question, whether the 
satirist would have the hardiness to insert the very words of aa 
imperial poet, armed with despotic power. A burleaque imita
tion would answer the purpose; and it may be inferred from 
another passage in the same poem, that Penius was content to 
ridicule the mode of veni&ation then in vog11e at court. 

Claudere lie venum dldicit; Berecyntbiu11 Attin, 
Et qui etruleum tlirimebat Nerea Delphin. 
Sic coatam Iongo aubduaimus Apennino, 

(6) Vatiaius wu a favourite at tbe court of· Nero, Tacitus eaJia 
him the apawn of a cook's-shop and a tippling-house; BUt~ d 
ea6emcB altmarau. He recommended himself to the favour of the 
prince by his sc:urrility aud vulgar humour. Being, by those arts, 
raised above himself, be became the declared enemy of all good 
mea, and acted a distinguished part among the vilest instruments 
ol that pernicious court. See his character, .8nnols, :u. s. S4. 
When au illiberal aud low buft'oou buk• in the sunshine of a 
court, and enjoys esorbitant power, the . .cause of literature caa 
have nothing to espect. The liberal arts must, by consequence, 
be degraded by a corrupt taste, aad learning will be left to run 
wild and grow to 1eed. 

SECTION XII. 
( o) That poetry requires a retreat from the bustle of the world, 

hu been so often repeated, that it is now cousidered as a truth, 
from which there can be no appeal. Milton, it is true, wrote bi1 
Pandiae Lost in a small bouae near Bunhill Fields; and Dryden 
courted the muse in the hvry aud diuipatiou of a towa life. But 
aeither of them bed his residence by choice. Pope grew im
mortal on the baub of the Thames. But though the country. 
teems to be the eeat of contemplation, two great writen hiYe , . 
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been io opposite opioioas. Cicero says, woods and gtovet. ud 
rivers winding through the meadows, and the refreshing bre~, 
with the melod1 of birds, may have their attractioo; but tbey 
rather relas tbe mind into indolencr, than rou~ our attention, or 
cin vigour to ourfaeulties. Syloarum amamitu, et pr~ 
)lumina, et inspirantu rarniB arborum oure, eolucrumqttt eantw, 
d ipsa l4lc circurnspicimdi libertas ad 1e trahurat; at ,:,n re
Mitlere potius t~oluptu i.!ro flidetur cogilotinntm, qua• inlet· 
-.. De Oral. lib. ii. This, perhaps may be trne u apphed 
to tbe public orator, whose ecene of action lay in the forum • 
the senate. Pliny, on the other hand, says to his friend Tacitus, 
there is eomething in the solemnity of venerable woods, and the 
awful silrnce which prnaile in thos~ places, that strongly dispoaes 
as to etudy and contemplation. For the future, therefore, whf'a
ever you hunt, take along with you your pen and p~tp«-r, as weD 
a your buket and bottle; for yo.u will find the mouutains DOt 
more inhabited by DuJU, than by Mu'fERVA. Jam~ 

tyl-, ef 1tJiiludo, ii'ft"''qu. illfld rilentium, qwxl WMtiofti .... , 
....,... eop.tioraw incitomento ""''· Proinde, eum ~ li· 
ahit, GUdore me, ut pOMrium et l«guneulam, lie etiam ~ 
feN& Eqeri4rU ,.,. DrA!UM magis montibus quam Mlnau• 
..,..... Lib. i. epist. 6. Between these two dUferent opiniODft 
a true poet may be allowed to decide. Horace deacriba the 
aoiae and tumult of a city life, and then says, 

Scriptorum chorus omnie amal nemus, et fugit urbes. 
i4JIT. Iib. ii. ep. ii. ver. T7. 

· Alae! to Jt'OIIOI and to groves we run, 
To ease and lilence, ev'ry muse'• aon. 

Pon. 

(6) The opre•ioo in the original ia full and espreaive, Jucro. 
• huju eC •anpitaontw eloquenticl; that gainful and blood-tbir&tJ 
eloqueac:e. The immoderate wealth acquired by Eprius Mar.
cellus baa been mentioned in tbia Dialogue, section viii. Pliny 
pvea u an idea of the vut acquisitio111 gaioed by ReguJua, the 
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aetorious informer. From a. state of indisence, be rost, by a 
train of villaoous actions, to such immense riches, that be once 
consulted the omena, to know how soon he should be worth sixty 
millions of sesterces, and found them ao (avourable, that be bad , 
no doubt of being worth double that sum. Jlspiu Regwlum, qui 
ez·pauptre et tenui ad tantiJ8 ope• per flu~ia proctllil, ul ip~e mil&i 
di:eerit. eum CORBUltret, quam cilo •uterlium Buttnniu impletn 
eaJd, imlenU. u afca dupli.ccata, quibuB porter&di milliu et lluem-
li& luwiturum. Lib. ii. ~p. !0. In another epistle the same author 
relates, that Regulus, having lost bis son, was viaited upon that 
occasion by multitudea of people, wbo all in secret detested bim, 
1et paid their court with as much assiduity aa if they esteemecl 
and loved him. They retaliated upon this mao his own insidious 
arts: to gain the friendship of Regulus, they played the game or 
Rt-gulu. himself. He,. in the mean time, dwells in his villa on 
the other side of tbe Tiber, where be bas covered a large tract of 
ground witb magnificent porticos, and lined the banks of the 
river with elegant statues; profuse, with all his avarict>, and, 
in tbe depth of infamy, proud and vain-glorious. con.,enitur ad 
cum mira ctlebritate: cuncti detutantur, oderunt; et, quasi probent, 
fUMi diligant. cursant, frequentant, wque brtl'iter, quod ~entio, 
enundefn, in Regulo dtmerendo, Regulum imilanlur. Tenet 84 trcau · 
Tyberim in hortis. in quibw latissimum solum porticibul immensil, 
ripam Btatuis lUis occupatnt; ut ~t, in summa attaritia surnptuo~~U~, 
ira summa Jliamid gloriOBUI. Lib . iv. ep. 2. All this splendour, 
in which Regulu1 lived, was the fruit of a gainful and blood
thirsty eloqu~nce; if that may be called eloquence, which PlinJ 
says was nothing more tban a crazed imagination; nihil prtmf' ift.. 
paium wanum. Lib. iv. ep. 7. 

(e) Orpbeul, in poetic story, was the IOD or Calliope, and Li~ 
au boa1ted of Apollo for hi• father. 

----Nee Thraciua Orphe111, 
Nee Linu1; buic mater quamvia. atqe huic pater adlit, 
Orphel CalUopea. J.ino formoeua Apollo. . 

v ..... ~. iY. YCr. ~~~ 
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Nor Orpheus'• .elf; nor Linus should esceed 
My lofty lays, or gain the poet'• meed, 
Tho' Phaebua, tho' CaUiope inspire, 
And one the mother aid, and one the lire. 

· WIUilTOa'• V11um:. 

Orpheus embarked in the Argonautic expedition. His history oC 
it, together with his hymoa, is still ntaot; but whether geaa
ioe, is much doubted. 

(d) Lyaiu, the celebnted ontor, was a native of Syracoae, the 
chief town in Sicily. He Jived about four hundred yean before the 
Christiao era. Cicero says, that ht did not addict himself to·tbe 
pnctice of the bar; but his compositions were so judicious, ao pure 
and elegant, that you might venture to pronounce him a perfeCt 
ontor. Tum fu~ Lyrial, ipBt quidem in cauril formlilnu Ron t1et"· . 

ICIIUI, •eel egregie JUbtilis 1triptor, alqut elegam, quem jam prope 
aucleM oratorem peqedum dieere. Cicero De Claril Oral. s. S5. 
Quintilian gives the same opinion. Lysias, be says, preceded De
mostbenes: be is acute and elegant, and if to teach the art of speak
ing were the only busineu of an orator, nothing more perfect e&D 

be found. He bas no redundancy, nothing superftuous, nothing too 
~fined, or foreign to his purpose: his style is flowing, but more 
like a pure fountain, than a noble river. Hv CJtale Lyrial mtJjor, 
..Wtilil alqut eltgam, d quo nihil, ri oratori 1olis rit doctre, qucznu 
pufediUI. Nihil mim ut inane nilail arcuritum; pvro tCJmeft 

J• quam magnojfumini propior. Quint. Jib. :1. cap. I. A con
sidenble number of his ontions is still e:llant, all writteq with 
aquisite taste and inexpressible sweetness. See a very pleuiag 
traoslation by Dr. Gillies. 

Hyperidn flourished at Athens io the time of Demostbeoes. 
.Escbynea, Lycurgus, and other famous orators. That age, says 
Cicero, poured forth a torrent of eloquence, of the best and purest 
kind, without the falee glitter of aft'ected ornament, in a sl7le of 
nohle simpliey, which lasted to the end of that period. Htlie 
HYJWflida pt'«rimuu, d .IEMiaptu foil, '' Lycwgul, ,aliiquc plvra. 

' 
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HtU tnim lila e.ffudU laanc copiam; et, ul opiftio mea j.n, BUUUI tile 
et •cmguil incom&ptul UBque ad hanc CEtattm oratorum jvil, ita qua 
MturalV inuset, non Jut:atw t~ilor. Dt Claris Orat. s. S6. Quia· 
tilian allows to Hyperides a keen "discernment, and great sweetness 
of style; but be pronounces him an orator designed by nature to 
abioe io causes of no great moment. .Dulcis in primil et acutut 
Hyperidu; .eel minoribw caw, ul non clizeriin utilior, magis par. 
Lib. :r. cap. 1. Whatever might be the case when this Dialogup 
happened, it is certain, at present, that the fame of Sophocles and 
Euripides bas eclipsed the two Greek oraton. ' 

(e) For an account of Asioius Pollio and Corvinua Me111ala, 
aee &uaalt, b. xi. a. i. Quiotilian (b. :Iii. chap. 10) commends 
the diligence of Pollio, and the dignity of Messala. In another 
part of his Institutes, he praises the invention, the judgment, aod 
apirit of Pollio, but •t the same time says, he fell so short of the 
auavity aod •pleodour of Cicero; that be might well pa11 for ao 
orator of a former age. He adds, that Messala was oatural aod 
elegant: the grandeur of bis style seemed to aunounce the nobility 
ofbia birth;.but still be wanted force aod energy • .Multa in 4sirrio 
PoUimat irwentio, .umma diligentia, adeo ut quibwdam etiam nimit.a 
ftckalur; et consilii et animi satil; a nitore et jmunditale Ciut-onv 
w Ionge abest, tat ftcleri pouit ireculo prior. .Ill .Meuala nilidu& tJ 
tancliclus, et quodammodo pre ujerem in ciUtndo nobilitatem ~Ut~m, 
ftribul minor. Quiotiliao. lib x. cap. I. The two great poets of the 
Augustan age have traosmiUed the name of Asioius Pollio to the 
latest posterity. Virgil bas celebrattd him as a poet, aod a c~m· 
maader of armies, in the lllyricao- and Dalmatic wan. 

Tu mibi, .eu magni 1uperu jam an Timnl, 
Sive onm lllyrici legilxquori•; en erit unq\lalll 
IDe dies, mihi cum liceat tua dicere facta? 
En erit, ut liceal totum mihi ferre per orbem 
Sola Sophocleo tua carmioa dip cothumol 

Eer.oe. •iii. Y!'l' 6. 

VOL. YJ. S6 

Digitized by Goog I e 



J(OTEI OJ( TIR 

0 Pollio! le.ting thy victorioua bulda 
O'er .Jt:ep Tim&\'UI, or Illyria.'a ... ndt; 
0 when thy glorious dee.Jaahalll r.:beart~ef 
When tell the world how matchleu ia tfly vene, 
Worthy the lofty stage of laurell'd Greece, 
Grc. at raval of majettic Sophoclea! 

Horace hu added the orator and the statesmaa: 

Paulum teverz muu tngediz 
Deait theatrit; mo1, ubt puhlicu 

Rea ordinaria, grande munua 
c~ropio repetea eothurno, 

ln1igne mentis pr1ttidium reia, 
Et conl\llenti, PoUio, euri;e. 

Cui I •urus zttrno~ h•·norel 
Dalmatico peperit triumpho. 

Lib. ii. ode l . 

lletlrd awhile thy glowing vein, 
Nor •well the soh:mn tragic tcene; 
And when thy age, thy patriot caret 
Have form'd the train ofRome'1 aft"aira, 
With loft)· rapture reinftam'd, difruae, 
Heroic thoughts, and wake the buatin'd mtJR, 

Fuxc11'1 Roue&. 

JJat after all, the qu~stion pat by Matemus, is, can any of their 
oration• be compared to the .Medea of Ovid, or the Thyula or 
Variua? Tboae two tragedies are so often praised by the critics of 
antiquity, that the republic of I etten bas reason to lament the losa. 
Quintilian says that the .Medea of Ovid wu a apeoimen of geoi111, 
that abow~d to what brights the poet could have riaen, bad be 
thought fit rather to curb. than give the rein to his imaginati011. 
Oll'iclii .Metfea ftdaur milai Dltetadtrt quantum w ilk pretltJre 
poeuiad, ri ingenio ow temperare, quam Wlulgere maluilm. LiiJ, 
s. cap. 1. 
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Tbe works of Varius, if we e:tc~pt a few fragments, are wholly 
lost. Horace, in ru• journey to Brundusium, met him and Virgil, 
and he mentions the incident with the rapture of a· friend who 
loved them botb: 

Plotiut, et Vnnre Sinueaz, Virgiliuwque 
Occurrun~ animz quales neque candidiorea 
Terra tulit, neque queia me ait devinctior alter. 

· Lib. i. aat:s. 

Horace . also celebratn V arius as a poet of aublime genius. 
He begins his Ode to Agrippa with the following linea: 

Scriberia V ario fort it, et hostium 
Victor, Mzonii carmini~t alite, 

Quam rem cumque ferox navibUI, aut equia 
Milea te duce gesserit. 

Varina, who_,. on epic winR', 
Agrippa, ahall thy conqueata aing, 
Whate'er, inapir'd by thy command, 
The aoldier dar'd on eea or land. 

Lib. i. ode 6. 

PUJrCJa'a RoucL 

A few fngments only or his work have reached posterity. 
His tragedy of Tnnsn:s is highly praised by Quintilian. That 
judicious critic does not hesitate to say. that it may be opposed to 
tbe best productions of the Gre~k stage. Jam Y cuii Thyutu 
cuilibet GrtUOJ'Um eomporari polut. Variua lived in high fa
vour at the court of Augustus. After the death of Virgil, be 
was joined with Plotiul and Tucco to ftvise the works or that 
admirable poet. ·The Pan&S of Virgil, so often celebrated in 
the Pastorals, was, notwithstanding what some or the commen· 
tators have aaid, a different person from Varius, the author of 
Tb.Jestes. 

SECTION XIII. 
'o) The rural delight of Virgil ia described by himself: 
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Rura mihi et rigui placeant in vallibua amnet; 
Flumina amem, •ylvuque inglori11s. 0 ubi campi. 
Sp~rchiuaque, et virginibua bacchata Lacznia 
Taygeta! 0 quia me gdidi1 sub montibus Hzmi 
B*at, et ingenti-ramon~m protegat umbrll 

' Gaoae&c.a, lib. ii. Yer. 485. 

Me may the lowly •alea and woodland pleaae, 
And winding rivers, and inglorious ease; 
0 that I wander'cl by Sperchiua' flood, 
Or on Taygetus' tacred top I stood! 
Who in cool Hcmu•' vatea my limb• will lay. 
And in the darlr.elt thicket bide from dayi 

WaAaTOII'I Vru. 

Bnides this poetical retreat, which his imagination could com· 
maud at any time~ Virgil had a real and delightful villa near 
Naples, where be C:ompoeed bia Georgics, and wrote great part of 
the .&oeid 

(6) When Augustus, or any eminent citizen, distinguished 
-by his public merit, appeared in the theatre, the people tes
tified their joy by acelamatioos and unbounded applause It 
is recorded by Horace, that Mecenas received that public 
boaour •. 

---Datu• in theatro 
Cum tibi ;>lausus, 

Care Mecenu eque., ut patel'lli 
Fluminia ripe. 1imul etjoc01a 
lledderet Jaudea tibi V aticani 

Montie i1111g0. Lib. i. ode 20. 

When Virgil appeared, the audience paid the aame compliment 
to a mao whose poetry adorned the Roman story. The letten 
from Augustus, wbicb are mentioned in this pa11age, have pe
riabed in the ruins of ancient literature. 

{c) Pompooiua Secundus waa of cooauJar nok, and an emi• 
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ment writer of tragedy. See .flnnall, b. ii. a. 18. His life~~ 
written by Pliny the elder, whose nephew mentions the fact (book 
iii, epist. 6), and says it was a tribute to friendship. Quintilian 
pronounces him the beat of all the dramatic poets, whom he bad 
aero; though the critics, whose judgment waa matured by years, 
did not think him aufficieolly tragicaJ. They admitted, however, 
that hia erudition was considerable, and tbe beauty of his com
position surpassed all his contemporaries. Eorum, 1fU01 ftderim, 
Ionge prinupl Pomptmiul &ctmdus, tJWm 1enu parum tragicum 
putalmnl, enulilione ac nitort prculaf'e corajitebanlur. Lib. L 

cap. 1. 

(d) Quintilian makes honourable mention of Domitius Afer. 
He says, when be waa a boy, tht speeches of that orator for Vo
luscnus Catulus were held in high estimation. Et nobis ~ria in• 
lignu pro Yolurmo Catvlo Domitii.lljriorationuferebantur. Lib. 
s. cap. 1. He adds, in another part of~he same chapter, that Domi
tius Arer and Julius Africaous were, of all the orators who ftour
isbed in his time, without comparison the beat. But Afer stands 
distinguished by the aplendour of his diction, and the rhetorical 
art, which he bas displayed in all his compositions. You would 
not scruple to rank him among the ancient orators. Eorum quoa 
ftckrim, Domilius .llfer et Julius Suundus longe pratanli81imi. 
Yerborum arte ille, et toto gmere dicmdi pr«.Jermdus, et qum& ita 
raumero tleten.w locare non timeaB. Lib. L cap. 1. Quintilian re
.lates, that in a conversation which he bad when a young mao, be 
asked Domitius Afer what poet was, in his opinion, the oen to Ho
mer? The aoswer was, J'irgil is undoubtedly the suond epic poet, 
6ul ht is nearer to the jirrt, than to the third. Utar mim tJerw, 
qua~ n .llfro Domilio jutlenil acupi; qui mihi ~rroganti, quma 
Romero crederet mtJZim~ accedtre: &cundua, inquit, ut Yirgilius, 
propior tamm primo quam tertw. Lib. x. cap. I. We may 
believe that Quintilian thought highly of the man, whosejudg
meot be cites as an authority. Quintilian, however, had in view 
DOtbing but the talents of this celebrated orator. Tacitus, aa a 
meral bietoriao, looked at the character of tbe man. He iotrQ4 · 
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duces him on the stage or public business in the reip or Tiberi-, 
and there rtopresents him in bastt to advance bimsdr by any kiD41 
or crime. Quoquo j~Uinor~ properw daruure. Hto tells a, ia 
the same paMage t.&mall, b. iv. a 62), that Tiberius ~ooaa
ced him an orator in his own right, BUO jure dilerlura. AJer died 
in the rdgn of Nero, A. U. C. 812, A. D. 69. In relating hit 
death, Tacitus oburves, that he raised himself by his eloqutDCJ 
to the first civil honours; but be does not dismiu bi~ wi&boul 
eoademning his morals • .ann.u, b. xiv. a. 19. 

(e) Wt- find in the Annals and the History ofTaritus, a num
ber of instances to justify the sentiments of Maternus. The rich 
found it oece11ary to bequealh part of tbeir substance to the 
prioct, in order to secure the remainder for their families. For 
the same reason, Agricola mad<' Domitian joint beir with his wife 
and daughter. Lift of .llgrUola, section xliii. 

(/) By a law of the Twelve Tables, a crown, when fairly 
earned by virtoe, was placed on the head of the decf'aaed, an4 
aootbf'r wu ordered to be giVt'll to his father. The spirit of the 
Jaw, Cicero says, plainly iotimattd, that commendation was a 
tribute due to departed virtuf', A crown was given not only to 
him who earned it, but also to the father who gave birth to dis
tinguished merit. lila jam significatio ul, laudia ornommla ad 
Mortuol ~tintrt, quod coronnm tlirtutt parlarta, t1 ri, qui peperia
eet. t1 ejut parenli, aim frautk liz imposilam use jubd. lk Ugi-
6u8, lib. ii. a. 24. This is the reward to which Mattornus aspires; 
and, that being granted, he desires, as Horace did before him, te 
wave the pomp of funeral ceremonies. 

Abaint inani funere nzni1t, 
IAactusque turpee, et querimoniz; 

CompeiCe clamorem, et lf'pulchri 
· Mitte euperYaCUoe honoree. 

My friends, th~ funeralaorrow apare, 
The plaintive song, and t .. nder tear; 
Nor let tht' voic~ uf grief profane, 
With loud lamenu, the aolcmn ~een~; 

Lib. ii. ode. 
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Nor o'er )Our poet's empty urn 
With usc: leu idle aorrow mourn. 

SECTIO!f XIV. 

Fuwe11'1 Houcz. 

(o) Vipstanius Meuala command~d a l~gion, and, at the bead 
ef it, went over to Vespasian's party in tht contention with Vitel
li us. He was a man of illustrious birth, and equal merit; tbP only 
one, says Tacitus, who entt-red into that war from motives of vir· 
iue. Lt.gioni Y''Pstaniul Me!salo prtUrot, dam majoribus, egre
giw if*, d qui solm ad id beUum artu bonos attulisset. Hist. lib• 
iii. •· 9. He was brother to Regulus, the vile informer, who baa 
b~en mentioned. See Life or Agricola, section ii. note (a), and 
this tract, •· xii. note (b). Meuala, we are told by Tacitus, be
lore b~ bad attained the senatorian age, acquired great fame by 
pleading tbe cause of his proftigat~ brother with extraordinary 
eloquPnce, and family aff~ction. .Magnom eo I& pitlotis eloqum
liaqut famam Y'apstaniul .Muralo o.deptUI ut; nondum •enaton4 
Glatt, aUIUI pro Jrotre .8quilio Regulo dtprecari. Hut. lib. iv. s. 
42. Since Meuala bas now joined the company, the Dialogue 
takes a new tum, aod, by an easy aod natural transition, slidet 
ioto the queetion concerning the causes of the decline of eloquence. 

(b) This is probably the same Asiaticas;ftbo in the revolt of 
the provinct'l of Gaul, fought on the side of VncoEx. $ee Hill. 
b. ii. s. 94. Biography was, in that evil period, a tribute paid by 
the friends of departed merit, aod the ooly kind of writing, ia 
which men could dare faintly to utter a aentiment in favour of pub
lic virtue and public liberty. · 

(c) In the declamations of Seneca and Quintilian, we have 
abundant examples of these scholutic eserci~e~, wbicb Javeoal 
laa1 placed in a ridicutbus light. 

Et not ergn manum feruhe IUbdnimt~~t et 1101 
Consilium dedimua Syllz, privatua ut altum 
Dormiret. · s.,.. i. 9ef, 1.S. 

Provot'd by theee incorrigible fboll.· 
I left dcclaimifta In pedantic ~eboob\ 
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Wb~re, with m~n-boya, lltroYe to get reno1r11, 
Adviaing SyiiM to a printe gown. 

SECTION XV. 
(a) The eloquence of Cieero, and the eminent oraton of that 

age, was preferred by all men of sound judgment to tbe UDBatunl 
and affected atyle that prevailed under the emperon. Quintiliaa 
gives a dec1ded opinion. Cicero, he says, was allowed to be tbe 
reigning orator or his time, and his name, with posterity, it DOt 
so much that or a man, all of eloquence itself. Quare ,... .._ 
merito ab hominilnu t!latia aua1 repare in judit:iU diclul ut: e&pud 
poster01 eero id comeculus, ul Cictro jclm non homirW, led eloquea
tia nommhabta~ur. Lib. :1. cap. l. Pliny the younger professed 
tbat Cicero was the orator, with whom be aspired to enter into 
competition. Not content with the eloquence or his own times, 
he held it absurd not to follow the beat examples of a former age. 
Elf mim mihi c:urn CiterOM ~•ulatio, nee: tum conUftlul eloqum
lid allttlli nostri. Nam s~iuimulia credo, ad imilarulum non opti
ma quczque pr~onere. Lib. i. epist. 6. 

(b) Nicetes was a native of Smyrna, and a rhetorician in great 
celebrity. Seneca say~ ( c.ntrovmiarum, lib. iv. cap. 16), that 
bis acbolari, co1tent with bearing their master, had no ambitioa 
to be beard themselves. Pliny the younger, among the commen
dations which he bestows on a friend, mentlons, as a praise
JrOrthy .part of his character' that be attended tbe lectures or 
Quintilian and Nicetes Sacerdos, Qf wbom Pliny himself was at 
that time a constaat follow~:r. Erat non atudion&m tcmtum, ~ 
ctiam atudioso,..,. mnantiuimtu, ac prope quotidit ad ~. 
quoa tutac ego Jrequentaham, Quimilia(wm ct K1eema ~ 
wntilabat. Lib. vi. epist. 6. 

( c:) Mityleoe was tbe chief city of the isle of Leaboa, io the 
&:gean Sea, near the coast of Asia. The place at this day ia 
ealled Melelm; tubjt'et to the Turkish dominion. E,lanus wu a 
city of Ionia, in the Lesser Asia, llOW called .8jaloue by tbe Turks, 
who are muters .of the place. 
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(d) Domitius Afer and Julius Africanus have been already men
tioned, section xiii. note (d). Both are highly praised by Quin
tilian. For A.sinius Pollio, see s. xii. note (e). 

SECTION XVI. 
(11) Quiatilian puts the same question, and, according to him, · 

Demosthenes is the last of the ancients among the Greeks, as 
Vicero is among the Roman11. See Quintilian, Jib. vii~. cap. 5, 

(b) The siege of Troy ie supposed to have been ~rougbt to t 

conclusion eleven hundred and ninety three years before the Chris
tian mra. From that time to the sixth. year ofVespasian (A. U. C. 
828), whe9 this Dialogue was bad, the number of years that in
tervened was about 1268; a period which, witb propriety, may be 
said to be little less than 1300 years. 

(c) Demotbenea died, before Christ S22 years, A. U. C. 432. 
From that time to the sixth of Vespasiaa, A. U. C. 828, the in
tenening space was about 396 years. Aper calls it little more 
than 400 years; but in a conversation·piece strict aa:curacy is not 

- to be expected, · · 

( cl) In the rude state Of astronomy, which prevailed during many 
ages of the world, it w;~s natural tbat mankind Jhould di6er in 
their computation of time. the ancient Egyptians, according to 
Diodorus Siculus, lib. i. and Pliny the elder, lib. vii. s. 48, mea
sured time by the new moons. Some ~lied the summer one year,. 
and the winter another. At first thirty days lvere a lunar year; 
three, four, and six months were afterwards added, and hence in 
the Egyptian chronology the vast number of years ~rn the begin
ning of the world. Herodotus informs u'J;. that the Egyptips, in 
process of time, formed the idea of the solar or solstici*l year, .ub- · 
divided into twelve months. Tbe'Roman year was at first lunar, 
consisting in the time of Romuhta, of ten m<Jntbs. N\lma Pompil
iua added two. Men saw a diversity in the seasons, and wish· 
iog to know tile cause, began at length to peroei've that the dis· 
tance or proximity of the sun occ;asion-:d the .various operations qf 
aature: but it was long before tbe apace ef &ime, wherein th;lt 

VOL. VI. 87 

Digitized by Goog I e 



290 ~OTES ON THE 

Iominary performs his course through the zodiac, and returm te 
the point from which he set out, was calleJ a year. Tbe grea& 
year ( annus mngnus ), or the. PLATO~Jc YEAR, is tbe space of time, 
wherein the seven pl.mets complete thetr revolutions, aod all lid 

out again from the same point ofthe heavens, where their coune 
began before. M~sthematicians have been mucb divided iu their 
calculations. Brotier observes, that Riccioli makes tbe great ynr 
!5,920 solar ye;1rs; Tycho Br~h,., 25,816; and Cassioi, !4,1100. 
Cicero expressly calls it a period of 12,95.& years. Horum CIIIM

rum, 9UO! itt fmtis habemw, :MAGNUS annos duotkcim millia ..,._ 
gento• quinquaginta quatuOJ" amplectilur, solstilialu 1ciliul. For 
a full and accurate dissertation on the .&.NNUS MAGNus, see tbe 
Memoirs of the Academy of Belles Lettres, tom. :uii. 4to edit 
p. 82. 

Brotier, in his note on this passage. relates a fact not univer
sally known. He mentions a letter from one of the Jesuits on the 
mission, dated Peking, ,25th Octobu, 1725, in which it is stated, 
that in the month o( March · preceding, when Jupiter, Man, Ve
nus, and Mercury were in conjunction, tht' Chmese matbrmati· 
c:ians fancied that an approximation of Satul'll was near at band, 
and, in that prrsuasion, congratulated the emperor Y ONG·Tcunu~ 
on the renovation of the world, which was shortly to take place. 
The t'tDperor receh·et.I the addresses ~r the nobility, and gave cre
di_t to th~ opinion of the philosophers in. all his public cdidl. 
Meanwhile, Father Kegler endeavoured to undeceive the empei'OI', 
and to convince him that tbr whole was a mistake of the Cbioeae 
mathematicians: but he tried in vain; flattery succeeded at court, 
and triumphed over truth .. 

(e) The argument is this: If the great year is the measure of 
time; then, as it consists, according to Cicero, of 1!,954 solar 
yean, the whole bdng divided by twelve, every month of the 
great year would be clearly 1080 years. According to that cal
culation, Demosthenes not only lived in the same year with the 
persons engaged in the Dialogue, but it may be said in the 1ame 
month. These are the months, to which Virgil alludes in the 
fourth tclogue: 

Incipient magni procedere me~~~es. 
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SECTION XVII. 
(o) Menenius Agrippa was co.lsul A. U. C. 251. In less than 

'ten years afterwards, violent dissensions broke out between ~be 
patrician order aod the common people, wlJo complained that 
they were harassed and oppressed by their alBuent creditors. 
Ont> Sicinius was their factious demagogue. He toM them, that 
it was in vain they fought the battles of their country, since they 
Wl're oo better than slaves and prisoners at Rome. He added, that 
men are born P.qual, that the fruits of the earth were the commoo 
birth-right of all, and an Agr.arian l<lW was necessary; that they 
groaned under a load of debts and taxes; and that a lazy and cor
rupt aristocracy battened at ease on thl' spoils oftheir labour and 
industry. By the adviee of this incendiary, the discontented citi
zells marie a secession to the MoNs SAcER, about three miles out of 
thf' city. The fathers, in the mean time, were covered with consttr· 
nation. In order, holfevf·r, to appease the fu'ry of the multitude, 
they dispatched Mt>nenius Agrippa to their camp. In the rude un~ 
polished style of the times (pri,co iUo dictndi et horrido modo, says 
Livy), that orator told them: "At the time when the po,vers l)f 
" man did not, as at present, co-operate to one useful end, and the 
" members of the human body bad their separate interest, their 
" factions aod cabals; it was agreed among them, that the belly 
'' maintained itself by their toil and labour, enjoying, in the mid
'' die of all, a state of calm repose, pampered with luxuries, and 
" gratified with evt>ry kind of llleasure. A conspiracy followed, 
" and the several membt>rs ol the body took the covt:oant. Tbe 
"hand would no longer administer food; the mouth would not 
" accept it, aod the drudgery of mastication was too much 
" for the teeth. They continued in this r'!solution, determined to 
"starve the TREASURY of the bo,Jy, till they began tofeel the con
,,. sequences of their ill-a,Jvised ·revolt. The several members lost 
" their former vigour, an1l the whole body was falling into a ra· 
" pid decline. It was then seen that the belly was formed for the 
'' good of the whole; that it was by no means lazy, idlr, and in-
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" active; but while it was properly supported, too~ care to dis
" tribute nourishment to every part, and having digested the suP'" 
" plies, filled the veins with pure and wholeso'!'e blood." Tbe 
analogy, which this fable bore to the sedition of the Roman peo
ple, was uodentood and felt. The discontented multitude saw 
that the state of man, describ~d by Menenius, was like to • ._.. 
reel ion. They returned to Rome, and submitted to legal goven
ment. Tempore, quo in lwmine non, ut nunc, omnia in untem CO!Ual· 

tiebant, sed singulis membris IUum cuique c:oJVilium, auw unno f.u· 
rat, indignatas rtliq!ros partes, sud curo, SUO Iabore, ac miniltefW 
Matri omnia qu.m; eentrem in medio quietum, nihil tJliud, quma 
dahl t1oluptatibwjrui; conspirasse inde, ne mGnus ados c:ibum fer
rent, nu os Gc:Ciperet datum, nee dentu conficerent. HGC ira dta 
f1enlre,nfame domare .,ellent, ipsa u,.O membra, totwlll"t CllfPU'ad 
eztremam tabem t1enisse. lnde apparuine, t1enlris quoque laaud 
sr.gne ministerium uu; nee magis ali quam alcre eum; ~ 
in omnu corporil partes hunc, quo mrimus tligemusque, ~ 
pariter in t~enas, maturum coofecto cibo •anguinem. Livy, lib. ii. 
s. 32. ST. PAUL bas made use of a similar argument;" The bod1 
" is not one member, but many; if the foot shall say, Becausr I am 
" not the hall{~, I am not of the body; is it therefore, not of the body~ 
" And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of 
" th~ body; is it therefore not of the body? If the whole body were 
" eye, where were the bearing? If the whole were bearing, where 
" were the smelling? Dut now bath God set the members nerr 
" one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him. And if they 
"were all one member, where were the body? But now are they 
"many members, yet but one body: and the eye can notsayuntotbe 
" hand, I have no need of thee; nor again the head to the feet, I 
" have no need of you. And whether one member su1fer, all the 
" members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the mem· 
" bers rejoice with it." First Epistle to the Coriftthians, c:bap. 
:rii. This reasoning of ST. PAUL merits the attention ofthose 
friends . of innovation, "bo are not content with the station in 
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wbicb God bas placed them, and, therefore, object to aJJ aubor· 
dioation, all ranks in society. 

(b) Cresar tbe dictator was, as the poet expresses it, graced 
with both Minervas. · Quintilian is of opinion, that if be bad dr
voted his yYhole time to the profession of eloquencr, be would 
have been the great rinl of Cicero. The energy of his language, 
his strength of conception, and bis power over .tbe passions, were 
10 striking, dlat be may be said to have harangued with the same 
spirit that be fought. Caius t~tro Ctl!8ar, ai foro tanlum t1CJCC1188el, 

non alius ez nostris contra Ciceronun ~ominaretur. Tanta in eo tris 
ut, id acumen, ea con.citatio, ul iUum eodem animo diriase, quo bel
l4tlit, appartat. Lib. x. cap. I. To speak of Cicero in this place, 
were to bold a candle to the sun. It will be sufficient to refer to 
Qnintilian, who in the chapter above cited, has drawn a beauti
ful puallel between him and Demosthenes. The Roman orator, 
he admits, improved himself by a diligent study of the best models 
of Greece. He attained the w:srmth and tbe sublime of Demosthe
nes, the harmony of Plato, and the sweet flexibility of )socrates. 
His own native genius supplied the rest. He was not content, as 
Pindar expresses it, to collect the drops that rained down from 
heaven, but had in himself the living fountain of that copious ftow, 
aod that sublime, that pathetic energy, which were bestowed up
on bim by the bounty of Provioence, that in one man Eloquence 
might exert all her powen. Nam mihi tlidetur Marcus Tullius, 
eum •e tolum ad imilationem Gmcorum contulislel, tjfinzisse tlin' 
Demofllaenil, copiam Pl4tonis, jtletlnditatem lsocratis. Nee t~ero 
quod in ~ optimum fi'it studio conHCUtas est tantum, sed pluri
mas tiel potius ornnu ez " ipso t~irtulu eztulit immortalis ingenii 
beatwrimd ubertdle. Non enim plutlias (til ait Pindarus) aquas col· 

up, '" m pgll' uundat, -dono quodam proftdenl~ genitus; 
in quo vires ltUII Eloqumtia ezperiretUI'. Lib. x. cap. I. 

(e) Marcus C;elius Rufus, in tbe judgment of Quintilian, was 
an orator of considerable genius. In tbe conduct of a prosecution, 
be was remarkable for a certain urbanity, that gave a secret charm 
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to his wholf' speeeb. It is to be regretted tbat be was aot a -
of better con•luct ancl longer life. .MU!lwn iftsenii V& Celio. fl 
prrecipw in accu•ando rm.Ua urbanitM; digmuqw w, cui et .,_ 
nulior. eJ vita longior contigimt. Quint. lib. :1. cap. I. Has letter 
to l :icero makt'S thf' eighth book of the Epittob ad F~ 
Felleius Pt:terculus says of him, that his style of eloqueoce 884 
his east of mincl bore a rrsemblance to Curio. but railled hi• 
ahovt' that factious orator. His genius for mischief and nil dee4l 
was not inferior to Curio, and his motives were stronr; aod u~.t, 
•in~,. his fortunt' was n-orse than even his framf' of miod. Jtt.r. 
cus C ··lites, t~ir eloquio animoqtU Cu~i simillimm, sed ita..,..,. 
p'-rfrr.tior; nee mintcs inf!enin.<~ t~equam. cum m in modica qraiw 
servflri posset, quippe pejor illi ru Jamiliaril, quam mem. Vdl. 
Pat .. rc. lib . ii. s. 68. 

Licinius M;1rrr Calvus, we are told by Seneca, maintained a 
· long but urJjust contention with Cicero himself for the palm of 
eloquence. He was a wum and vebemf!llt accuser. insomuch that 
Vatinius, though dl'fended by Cicero, int«'rrupted Calvus ie tile 
middle of his spf'eeh, and said to the judges, " Though this mu 
"has a torrent of words, does it follow tbat I must be coodeam· 
" ed ?" Calru~ diu cum Cicerone iniquiuimaa litem de priAcipela 
eloquentite habuit; et usque eo t~iolentus accustllor d coracitahu foil, 
ut in media actiom ejtU 6urgcret Vatinius !Uus, d uclamard, RDp 
~03, judicu, si ute diserlus ur, itko me damnari oportet? Seneca, 
ContrOl'. lib. iii. cap. 19-. Cicero could not dread him aa a rinl, 
and it may therefore be presumed, .that be bas drawn his charac
ter with an impartial band. Calvus was an oratOr more improved 
by literature than Curio. He spoke with accuracy, and in his eom• 
position showed great tastP and delicacy; but, labouring to rdu 
bis languagt., he was too attentive to little niceties. He wished 
to make no bad blood, and he lost the good. ·His style waa .,.. 
Jisbed with timid caution; but while it pleased the ear of tbe 
)earned, the spirit evaporated, and of course made no impreasioa 
in the forum. which is tbe theatre of eloqut'nee. .lltl Calvum n
wrtamur; qui orator fuisseJ cum literil eruditior quam Curio, ,_ 
diam accurativs quoddam tlicendi, et uquiriliul a.fferebat genu~; quoi 
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quamqumn 1cienter eltgt~nterqw trm;tabat, nimium tmnm inqui
rem iA "· atquc ipst sue obstTtJans, metmnsqw ne fttto.tUm colligeret, 
eticam t1tn1m scanguinem dtperdtbat ltaque tju.i oralio nimid rtli
giont Clltenuata, doctil et Clltente atldientibus trat illttiJlN, a multi
ludine cautem, et caforo, cui raatca eloqt~tratia ut, de"Dorabntur. De 
Clcaris Orcat. s. !88. Quintilian says, there Wf're, who prtll·rrt!d 
him to all the oratol'l of his time. Othtrs were of opinion that . by 
being too severe a critic on himself, he polished too Olllch, and 
grew weak by refinement. But his manner was grave and solid; 
his style was cbaste, and often animated. To he thought a mao 
of attic eloquence \Vas the height of his ambition. If he had lived 
to see his error, and to give to his eloquence a true and perfect 
form, not by retreochiog (for there was nothing to be taken away,) 
but by adding certain qualities that were W'dnted, he would have 
reached the summit of his art. By a premature death his fame 
was nipped in the bud . /n11tni qui Calwm prreferrtral omnibus; 
inwni qui contra crtdert'nt cum, nimia contra se calumnia, tltn&m. 
•cmgui1um perdidisse. Sed e~t 11t stJraCta et grat~i.• oratio, cl casli· 
gala, et frequenter t~elumtras quoque. Imitator tst autem .tltti.corum; 
fecitque illi properata tnorl injuriam, si quid adjecturus, non si quid 
detractunu Juit. Qu111lil. lib. :x. cap. I. 

(d) This was the famous Marc.us Junius Brutus, who stood 
forth in tbe cause of laberty, and delivert:d his country from the 
uaurpation of Julius Cesar. Cicc:ro dPscribes him in th.tt great 
tragic scene, brandishing bis bloody daggt-r, and calling on Cice
ro by name, to tell him that his countr.v was free. l'resare inter
f~o, statim crumtum all~ utolkna Marcw Brutus pttgiontm, Ci· 
oeronem nominatum uclamcat~it, atque ti recuperatam liberlattm e't 
grcatulatus. Philippic. ii. s. 28. Tbe late Doctor Akeusidf' has 
retouched tbis passage "ith all the colours of a sublime imagina·· 
tioa. 

Look then abroad through nature, through the r:mge 
Of planets, auna, and adamantine spheres, 
"Theeling unshaken through the void imnoena!', 
.\nd •peak, 0 man! does thi9 eapacivua scene 
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With half that kindli"'" majesty dilate 
Thy strong conception, as when llrutua rote 
Jtefulgent from the stroke of c~r·s fate, 
Amid the crowd of patriots, and his arm 
Aloft extending, like eternal Jo•e, 
When guih bringa down the thunder, call'.! aloud~ 
On Tully's name, and shook hi,. crim10n steel, 
And ba<le the father of his country bail! 
For, lo! the tyrant prostrate in the dust, 
And Rome again is free. 

Pu.uona Ol' bus. b. i. Yer. 487. 

According to Quintilian, Brutus was fitter for philosophical spe
culations, and books of moral theory, than for the career of pub
lic oratory. In the former be was equal to the weight and dignity 
of his subject: you clearly saw that he believed what be s•i~ 
Egregius t~ero mulloque quam in oralionibus prtUtantior Bnlw, 
.u.ffecit ponderi mwn; ecia8 eum sentire qure elicit. Quiotil. lib. x. 
cap. I. 

For Asinius Pollio and Messala, see section xii. note (e). 

(e) Hirtius and Pansa were consuls A. U. C. 711; before tJ.e 
Christian era 43. In this year the famous triplt leape, caJJed 
the TRIUM'flllAT£1 was formed between Augustus, Lepidus, aad 
Antony. The pr01cription, or the Jist of those who were doomed 
to die for the crime of adher~ng to the cause of liberty, was aJ. 
settled, and Cicero was one of the number. A band of assasaial 
went in quest of him to his villa, called .artura, near the sea
shore. Their leader was one Popilius Lenas, a military tribuae, 
whom Cicero bad formerly defended with succes's in a capital 
cause. They overtook Cicero in his litter. He commanded hit 
se"anta to set him down, and make no resistance; theu looking 
upon his executioners with a presence and firmness which aiiDOit 
daunted tbem, and thrusting his neck as forward as be could out 
of the litter, be bade them do th«r U~ork, and takt tMat 11tey tDGRt· 

•cl. Tbe murderers cufoft' his bead, and both his bands. Popi
lius undertook to convey them to Rome, as the moat agreeable 
preseDt to Antony; without reftecting on the infamy of c:arryUtg 
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llaae AeCid, .mel& Acad toeed ltu otlft ·He found Antony In tbe fo
rum, and upon ebowing tbt spoils which be brought, ':"U rewarded 
apoa tbe spot with the 1aonour of 4 eron, and about rigltlllwulond 
J'O'&"dd """""· Antony ordered the head to be ji:zed upon the toattta1 

~ 1/at two Mtulr; a sad spectacle to tbe people, who 'beheld 
thoee mangled memben, wbieb used to exert themselvr.s, froal 
that place, in defence of the lives, the fortunes, and tbe liberties 
of Rome. Cicero was killed on tbe 1eventh of December, about 
ten days from tbe settlement of tbe triumvirate, aner be bad lived 
rizty-tlaru yeCJrS, eltM& month~, and fiN MY'· See Middleton'~ 
Lifo of Cicero, 4to edit. vol. ii. p. 494 to 498. V elleiua Patercu
lus, aRer mentioning Cicero's death, breaks out in a etrain of in
dignation, that almott redeems the character of tbat time-eervlng 
writer. He eays to Antony, in a spiri.ed apostrophe, You bave 
DO reuoo Co uult: you have pined DO poiat by payiag tbe ..... 
tiu, who stopped tbat eloquent mouth, aad cut oft' that ilh11trioUI 
bead. You han paid tbe wage• ef mwder, aod you have d4f.4 
.t.royed a coui.t, who wu tbe eonaervator of tbe eommoawealtb. 
By that aet you deli~erecl Cicero from a diakacted world, freda 
the inftrmitiea of old age, and from a life, which, uo4er JOVI 
.urpatioa, would bave been wone than death. Hie fame " .. 
1a0t to be cruabed: tbe glory of his actions and his eloqae1ce etJII 
.remains, ud you han raistd it higher th•n enr. · He live•, aod 
wilt r.oatinue to live in every ase aod nation. P01terit7 will ad
mire and veaerate tbe torrent of eloquence, . wbicb be poured o.t 
apiDit younelf, ao.l will forever ext'crate the borribh murder• 
wbich you committed. N'WllcameA egim, .M~ ~om. (ccp 
-.. acedere proporilijtJrlll4m opeN,_,.., anilno ac ,.euwe ._ 
.,._) 1 tMiail, ift9UG"l, epti; mer~ ~ crif, e1 U. 

...... cepW a61Mi '*'*"Mtloi ~ foneiJri -
,..,....., qwndcla ~ ~ COIUUiil irri,.. ~ ,. 
.,...m Ill .MGrtO Cicerotd lucem ~ et ...,_ Mrilem, e1 
-. fllieeNrem If prt.tiJN, tuam ...b U triurJnliro tiiOf'Nm; Fa• 
- wro, ,.,.._,.jtJCiorw& "'fU' ..,.,._ .-nota ~ .,_,..,, YWU,...,....,... .......,. •-'or•• .....W.; Olli• 

.... ,..,.._, ...... ,. tcri#H• .......... , ........... fotWn 
............. Voll. P.ae'o. Jib. ii. •· M. 
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{f) Between the consulship of Augustus, which begaD ianne
diately after tbe destruction of Hirtiua and Pansa, A. U. C. 711, 
and tbn deatli of that emperor, which was A. U. C. 767, firty-six 
yean inte"ened, and to the sixth of Vespasian (A. U. C. 8!8), 
about 118 yean. For the sake of a rouod number, it is called 
in the Dialogue a space of 120 yean. 

(g) Julius Cmsar landed in Britain in the yean of Rome 699 
anc.l700. See Life of .llgricola, s. xiii. note (a) .. It does not ap
pear when Aper was in Britain; it could not be till the year of 
Rome 706, when Aulus Plautius, by order of the Emperor Claudi
us, undertook the cor.quest of the island. See Life of .llgricda, 1. 

xiv. note (a). At that time, the Briton who fought against Ce
sar, must have been far advanced in yean. 

(h) A largess wu given to the people, in the fourth year oC 
Vespasian, when Domitian entered on his second consulship. 
This, Brotier says, appean on a medal, "ith this inscription: 
CoNG. II. Cos. II. Congiarium allemm, Don1iliano consule lectM-o 

dum. The custom of giving large distributions to the people was 
for many agt'l established at Rome. Brotier traces it from Aocua 
Marti us, the fourth king of Rome, when the poverty of the peo• 
pie called for relief. The like bounty was distributed by the 
generals, who returned in triumph. Lucullus and Julius Cmsar 
displayed, on those occasions, great pomp and magnificence. Corn, 
wine, and oil, were plentifully distributed, and the popularity, 
acquired by those means, was, perhaps, the ruin of tbe common· 
wealth. Cmsar lavished money. Augustus followed the e:rample, 
and Tiberius did the same; but prodigality was not his practice. 
His politic genius taught him all the arts of govemios. 'The 
bounties thus distributed, were called, when given to the .people, 
CO"GIARIA, and, to the soldiers, DOIUTIVA. Whoever desiret 
to form an idea of the number of Roman citizens, who, at dif
ferent times, received largesses, and the protligious expense at
tending them, may see an account drawn up with diligent atten
tion by Brotier, in an elaborate note on this passage. He begins with 
Julius Cesar; and punues the inquiry through the ~everaJ sac
aeuive emperors, fixiog the date and expeose at every period, u 
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low down as the consultbip of Constantiu• and Galerius Mui
mianus; when, the empire being divided into tbe eastern and west
ern, its former magaificence wu, by consequence, mur.b dimin
ished. 

(i) The penon here called Corvinus was the same as Co"inus 
MessaJa, who 8ourisbed in the reign of Augustus, at the same 
time "ith Aainius Pollio. Sees. xii. note(~). 

SECTION XVIII. 
(a) Servius Sulpicius Galba wu consul A. U. C. 610, before 

the Christian era 144. Cicero says of him, that he was, in his 
day, an orator of eminence. When be spoke in public, the nalu• 
nl energy of his mind supported him, and the warmth of his 
imagination madt- him vehement and pathetic: his language was 
animated, bold, and rapid; but when he, afterwards, took his pen 
in band, to correct and polish, the fit of enthusiasm was over; his 
passions ebbed away, and the composition was cold and languid. 
Galbam J()J'ta88e ft8 n<m ingenii solum, sed etiam animi, et naturalil 
quidam dolor, dicentem incendebat, efficiebatqi.lt, t&t et incitata, d 

graft~, et vehmatm uset oralio; de in cum otiosus stilum prel&mdc
rat, motwque omnis animi, tanquam 11entus, hominem dejecerat 
jlaccu"bat oralio . .llrdor animi non semper adest, isque cum conse
dit, omrail ill4 11is, et quasi .ftamma oratoris extingtJtur. De 
Claris Orat. s. 9S. Suetonius says, that the person here intend
ed was of consular diguity, and, by his eloquence, gave weight 
and lustre to bit family. Life of Galba, s. iii. 

(b) Caios Papirius Carbo was consul A. U. C. 6S4. Cicero 
wishes that be had proved himself as good a citizen, as be was 
an orator. Being impeached for his turbulent and seditious con
duet, he did not choose to stand the event of n trial, but escaped 
the judgment of the senate by a voluntary death. · His life was 
speut in forensic causes. Men of sense, wbo heard him, have 
reported, that he wu a tluent, animated, and harmonious speaker; 
at times pathetic, always pleasing, and abounding with wit. Car· 
bo, quoad flits mppeditattit, ul in multis judiciis cawisque cognitw • 
.llwte qui audierant prudttatu hominu, ccuaonw oratorum, el tJO• 

I 
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Wm, et .W tUJrem. ai9'M euatlm ., .._..,., ., ..W. .. 
•na, el petjaeelum fuiM ~. Jk Clarit Oret. •· I 06. 

(c) Calvus and Celius have been mentioned aJread,.. See .. 
zvii. note (c). 

(II) Caius Graechus waa tribune ol tile peeple A. U. C. ISS. 
In that character be tQok tbe popular side agai•st the patriciMI; 
and, pursuing tbe plan of the Agrarian law laid down by b• b... 
tber, Tiherius Gracchua, he was able by his eloquence to keep 
the city of Rome in violent agitation. Amidst the tumult, t1te 
tenate, by a decree, ordered the consul, Lucius Opimius, to 1Gb 
care Chat the eonamon~eallh rectit7ed no injury; and, says Cic..., 
DOl a single night inte"ened, before that magistrate put Grae
c:hus to death. Decretlil nnntus. ut Luciu8 OpimiuB. consal. ft. 
dent, ne quid detrimenti respublica captf'et; n~ nuUa inttrcarit; ia
eerjeduB ut propter quasdam nditionum IUBpicionu Otriu Grat:
ehul, dariuimo patre natus, a•il majoribul. Oral. i. in CCJtiliua 
His reputation as an orator towers above all bia contemporaries. 
Cicero says, the commonwealth and the interests of literature 
1uffered greatly by his untimely end. He wishes tbat tbe love of 
his country, and not zeal for the memory of his brother, bad in
spired bif actions. His eloquence was sucb as left him without 
a rival: in bis diction what a noble splendour! in his sentimeats, 
what elevation! an4 in tbe whole of his manner, wbat weight ud 
dignity! His compositions, it is true, are not retouched with care; 
they want the polish of the last hand; what is well begun, ialld
dom highly finished; and yet he, if aay ooe, dete"et &o be tbe 
,tqdy of the Roman youth. Ia him they will fiud what can, It 
()Dcf', quickeu their genius, and enrich the uadentaodioc. 
Damf&t4m eaUn, ill\ut irnmaturo ~. t'CI ~ ~ 

liter" Jtcmmt. Utinam non tam fratri pidQ~Ma. f'ICI"' patrill 
JW-'t~n •oiWiet. Eloquentia quidtm nucao .!"' ~ ,._: 
Fandil ut ctrbis, aapitm Bmtentiil, pttt"e loto gram. .,v.., 
qfrtrna non tu:curit operibttt ejut; pr~re inchoot(J mtdla. JH;f;/«4ff 
.-plafte. J.erendwt "' hie Ot'CIICII', ri fA!~,. aliul, ju""'Ufit 
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.,. _... ""- acum, ted diana akre ingmiurla poCeef. Ih Cl4rit 
Oral. e. lt6, IJG, • 

(e) This is the celebrated Marcus Portius Cato, commonly 
known by the name of Cato the ceneor. He was questor under 
Scipio, "bo commanded against the Carthaginians, A. U. C. 
648. He roee through the regular gradations of the magistracy 
to the consulship. Wbeo pnetor, be go¥erned the province of 
Sardinia, and exerted himself in the reform of aU abuses introdu
ced by his predecessors. From his owo penoo, and his manner of 
living, be banisbr.d every appearance of luxury. When be had 
occasion to visit the towns that lay within bis government, be 
went on foot, clothed with the plainest attire, without a vehicle fol
lowing bim, or more than one servant, wbo carritd the robe of 
office, and a vase to make libations at the altar. He sat in judg
meat with the dignity of a magistrate, and puoished every oft'eoce 
with inflexible rigour. He bad the happy art of uniting in his 
own person two things almost incompatible; namely, strict seve• 
rity and sweetness of manners. Under his administration, jus-

. tiee was at once terrible and amiable. Plutarch relates that he 
pever wore a dress that cost more than thirty shillings; that his 
wine was no better than what was consumed by his slaves; and that 
by leading a laborious life, be IQeant to harden his constitution 
for the senice of bis country. He never ceased to condemn the 
luxury of the times. On this subject a remarkable apothegm is 
recorded by Plutarch; lt is impossible, said Cato, to tat~e • city, m 
ultiMa rirlglefoludllfor more tratmey than an t:r. Tbe account 
siven of him by Cicero in tbe Cato Major, excites our veneratioa 
ef the mao. He was master of nery liberal art, and every braoc:h 
of science, known ia that age. Some men J'OIC to eminence bJ 
their skill in jurisprudence; othen bJ their eloquence; and a 
peat nuabu by their military talenll. Cato shone in all alike. 
The patrician• were often leagued acaiDst him, bul bis virt9e arul 
bis eloquence were a match for the proudest coonec&ions. He was 
ebcleen tENSOR, in oppotition &o a number of powerful caodiclat~ 
A. U. C. 568. He wu the adviaer of the third PuDic war. Tbe 
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question '-casioned several warm debates in the senate- C• 
always insisted ou the demolition of Carthage: Di;LENDA EST 

CARTHAGO. He preferred an accusation agaioet Servius Sutpi
c:ius Galba on a charge of peculation in Spain, A.·U. C. 608; aad 
though be was then ninety years old, according to Livy, (Cicero 
says he lived to eighty-five), he conducted the business witb 80 

much vigour, that Galba, in order to excite companion, prodaced 
his children before the senate, and by that artifice escaped a sea
tence of condemnation. Quintilian gives the following ch:tract.er 
of Cato the censor: His genius, like his learning, was universal: 
historian~ orator, laiVyer, he cultivated the three branches; aod 
what he unllertook, he touched with a master-hand. The scieoc:e 
of husbandry was also bis. Great as his attainments were, they 
were acquired in camps, ami•lst the din of arms; and in the 
c:ity of Romt, amidst scenes of contention, and the uproar of civil 
discord. Though he lived in rude unpolished times, be applied 
himself, when far advanced in the vale of years, to the study of 
Greek literature, and thereby gave a signal proof that even in old 
age the willing mind may be enriched with new stores of L-now
ledge. .Marcus Censorius Cato, itkm orator, idem historia condi- · 
tor, wm juris, idem rernm rosticarum ptritisrimus fuit. Inter tol 

opera militm, tantas domi conttntiones, rodi sreculo lituas Gr~, 
mtate jam declinatd clidicit, ut esset hominibus documtnto, ea qug
~ percipi poue, qt.uB senu concupissent. Lib. xii. cap. 11. 

(f) Lucius Licioius Crassus is often mentioned, and alway• 
to bis advantage, by Cicero DE CLARIS 0RATORIBUs. He was 
born, as appears in that treatise (section 161 ), during the consul
ship of L;elius and C.epio, A. U. C. 614: he was contemporary 
with Antonius, the celebrated orator, and father of Antony the 
triumvir. Crassus was about four-and-thirty years older than 
Cicero. When Pbilippua the consul showed himself disposed to 

encroach on the privileges of the senate, and, in the presence of 
that body, offered indignities to J ... icinius Crassus, the orator, as 
Cicero Informs us, broke out in a blaze of eloquence against that 
Tioleot outrage, concluding with that remarkable sentence: He 
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shall not be to me A coNsur., to whom I am not A SENATOR. Nota 
UC milai cOASUl, quw nee ego tibi smator sum. St•e Y alerius .Mazi· 
thUI, lib. xli. up. 2. Cicero baa given IUs oratorical character • 
. He po~~e~~ed a wooderfuJ diguity of language, coulcl enliven hia 
discourse with wit and pleasantry, never descending to vulgar hu
.mour; refined, and polished, without a tincture of scurrility. He 
preserved the true Latin idiom; in his srlection of words accurate, 
with apparent facility; no atift'ness, no alfectation appeared; in his 
&raio of reasoning always clear and mt'thodieal; and, wheo the 
e'auee l)ioged upon a question of law, or the moral distinc:tiooa 
of good and evil, no man possessed such a fund of argument, and 
happy illustration. CrtJ8M) nikilstaluo fori ~uiue perfectiWI: eraC 
.umma gratritM; erat cum grafritale junclWI faceriarum et urbcmila· 
til oralorius, non lt'Urf'ilis, kp01. Latw loqumdi cu:curma, "• 
rim molutia, diligtftl eleganlia; in diutrtndo mira ezplieatio; 
cum tk jure ci»ili, ~m IU equo et bono dilpularetur, "'B"mmlo. 
rumd rimilitudinum copw. De Claris Orat. s. 148. In Cicero's 
books DE 0RATORE, Licinius Crassus supports a capital part in 
the Dialogue; but in the openin~t of the third book, we have a pa· 
thetie account of bis death, written, u the Italians say, con amore. 
. Crassus returned from his villa, where the dialogue paseed, to 
take part in the debate against Philippus the consul, who bad de· 
c:lared to an assembly of the people, that be was obliged to seek 
new counsellors, for with such a senate be could not conduct tbe 
aft'airs of t~e commonwealth. The conduct of Crassus, upon that 
.occasion, bas been mentioned already. The vehemence, with 
which be eserted himSt:lf, threw him into a violeat fever, and on 
the seventh day following put a period to his life. Then, sa71 
Cicero, th~t tunt>ful swan expired: we hoped once more to hear 
the melody of bis voice, and went, in that npectatioo, to ~ 
senate-house; but all that remained wu to gaze on the spot where 
that eloquent orator spoke for the last time in the service of lais 
country.· /Uud immortalitate dignum iftgenium, illa humcmitu, ilia 
fri~us Lucii CAaui morte ezlinda IUbilti ut, vis diebul detcm pNC. 
eum diem, qui hoc et ntperiore libro continetur. IUa tanquam cycnea 
fuiJ clirini lwminis vo:r, et orcatio, quam quari upedantu, poet p~ 
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inltrilwt, ~in curiam, ul ~ illucl iptam, is quo 1le 
poetrernum wlitimt, eontummur. De Oral. lib. iii. a. I aad 8. 
This passage ·will naturally eall to mind the death o( the peat 
earl of Chatham. He went in a feeble st:~te of health, to attetttl 
a debate of tbe first importance. Notbing could de&aia him rro. 
tbe senice of his country. The dyins notes of the Barns& Sw.a.R 
were htard in ttie Houae of Peers. He was connyed to bit owa 
bouse, and on the elennth of May I '7'78, he ·breathed Iris lett. 
Tbe news reached the Houae of Common's late in the eftlti~~& 
when Colouel B.a.au had the benour of being the ftrsl CO abed a 
patriot tear on tbat melancholy oeeaeioo. In a strain of muly 
eorrow, and with tbat unprepared eloquence which the heart U.. 
tpires, be moved for a funeral at the public e~oee, an• a .._... 
meat to the memory of virtue and departed geniue. By petfOna· 
ing that pious office, Colonel B&au may be aaid to han m..le 
bis own name immortal. History will record the transactioa. 

· (g) Measala Coninus is often, in this Dialopt, ealled -Coan· 
Jros only. Sees. xii. note (e). 

(h) Appius Claudius was censor in the year-of Rome 441; dic
tator, 465; and having at a very advanced age lost his sipt, be 
became better known by the name of APPIUS C.-:cus. Aftet. 
wards, A. U. C. 4'71, when Pyrrhus, by his ambassador, e8"ered 
terms of peace, and a treaty of alliance, Appius, whom bliadnet~, 
811d the infirmities of age, bad for some time withhel4 from pab
fte busin .. n, ckaired to be conveyed in a litter to the senate-ho• 
Being conducted to his place, be delivered his sentiments in 10 

forcible a manner, that the fathers resolved to prosecute the Wit, 

IDd never to bear of an accommodation, tillltalf was evacuated by 
Pyrrbus and his army. See Livy, b. xiii. s. Sl. Cicero relata the 
•me faet in bis CATo M.uoa, and further adds, that the epeeela 
aade by APPrus C.-:cus was then extant. Ovid meDtioos the 
temple of Bellona, built and dedicated by Appius, wbo, wbea · 
blind, saw every thing by the light of his understaodio!, aad re
jeeted ail te~ of accommodatioa with Pyrrbu. 
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Hac acrata die Tusco Bellona duello 
Dicitur, et Latio prospera 1emper adeat. 

Appiu1 est auctor, Pyrrho qui pnce neptl 
Multum animo vidit, lumine c~ecue erat. 

• 
P .uroavx, lib. vi. ftl'. 201. . 

(i) Quintiliao acknowledges this fact, with bia uaual c:udoar. 
The quetlioo concerning ATTic and AsiATIC eloquence was of 
loag standing. The style of the former waa close, pure, aad 
elegant; the latter was said to be diffuse aod ostentatious. In the 
An1c, nothing was idle, nothing redundant: the Asunc swelled 
above all bounds, affecting to dazzle by strokes of wit, by aft'ec· 
tation and auperftuous ornao1ent. Cicero wu said by his eaemia 
te be an orator of the last sr.bool. They did not acruple to pro
oouaee him birgid, copious to a fault, often redundant, aad too 
foad of repetition. His wit, they said, was the falae glitter of vaia 
cooc:eit, frigid, and out of season; his composition was cold aod 
languid; wiredrawn into amplification, and fuller of meretri
eiout fiaery than became a man. El aatiquG quidem illa divisio 
ittlet' ~ et Jltticos fuil; cum hi pres8i, et iftlegn, cORlra, injlaA 
tlli et inanu habcrentur; et in his nihil superjl.turet, illis judi· 
cMia ~ ec modus duset. . Oiceronem tamen el suorum Jwrni. 
"" temporwn ince.ere autkbflnt ut tumidiorem, et ..11icanum, et re• 
~ d ita repetilim&ibw nimium, et iA salihw aliquando fri
gidtma, d in couapeftlionc Jractum, uullanlcm, . ac pane (quod pro
cui abrit) wo molliorem. Quintil. lib. xii. cap. 10, The same. 
autbOI' adds, that, when the great orator wu cut o8' by Marc An· 
tony'• proscription, and eQuid DO looger anawer for himself, the 
mea who either personally bated him, or envied his genius, or 
choee to pay their court to the triumvirate, poured forth their 
malignity without rese"e. It ia Ulllleceasary to obae"e, that 
Qui.otiUian, in sundry parts of his work, bas vindicated Cicero 
f10m these upeniooJ. See a. mi. aote (6). 

(k) For Calv~ aee a. nii. ao&e (c). For BrutUJ, see the 
lillie 11ctioa, aote (d). Wbat Cicero &bought of Calvus bat beta 
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al~ady quoted from the tract De Claris Ortdnribul, in note (c), 1. 

xvii. By &.eing too se\·ere a critic on himself, he lost stnogth, 
while he aimed at elegance. It is, therefore, properly said in this 
Dialogue, that Cicero thought Calvus cold and enervated. Bat 
did he think Brutus disjointed, loose and negligt-at---«iooua 
CJiqtu disjunctum'l That he often thought him disjointed ia not 
improbable, Brutus was a close thinker, and be aimed at tbe 
p~cision and brevity of Attic eloquencr. The sententious speak· 
er is, of course, full and concise. He has no studied transitions, 
above the minute care of artful connections. To discard the eop
ulatives for the sake of energy was a rule laid do.wn by tbe bdt 
ancient critics. Cicero has obauved that an oration may be said 
to be disjointed, when the copulative& al'f' omitted, and strokes of 
sentiment follow one another in quic-k succession. IJiaolwtio ._ 
diljunctio ut, qw.e conjunctionibuB e media IUbltJtu, partibu ttpa
ratu tfftrlur, hoc modo: Gere morem parmti; pare cogruatil; oM· 
qum: amicit; obtempera kgibu . .!J.d. Hmnnium, lib. iv. s. 41. Ia 
this manner, Brutus might appear disjointed, and that figure, oftea 
repeated, might gmw into a fault. But bow is the word OTlosus 
to be undentood? If it means a neglect of connf'ctives, it may, 
~rbaps, apply to Brutus. There is no room to tbink that Cicero 
Uted it in a worse sense, since we find him in a letter to Atticus 
declaring, that the oratorical style of Brutus was, in language 
11 well as srntiment, elegant to a degree that nothing could sur
pass. Est mim oralio rJw 1eripta eltgantiasim~, matmtiia u wr6il, 
t&t nihil pouit ultra. A grave philosopher, like Brutus, might re
ject the graces of transition and regular connection, and for that 
reason, might be thought negligent and abrupt. The disjoiotecl 
style which tbe French call 1tyle coup~, was the manner cultiva
ted by Seneca, for which Caligula pronounced bim, sand without 
lime; arenam rint calce. Sueton. Life of Calig. s. 68. We kaow 
from Quintilian, tbat a spirit of emulation, and even jealowy, 
aubaisted between the eminent orators of Cicero's time; that be 
bimself was so far from ascribing perfection to Demostheoee, 
that be used to say, be often found him napping; tbat Bratu ud 
Calvua sat in judJmeot. OD Cicero, apd dad aot wish &o coaceal 
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their ohjectioas; and that the two Pollios were 10 far from being 
tatisfied with ~icero's style and manner, that their criticisma 
werr. little short of declared hostility. Quamquam ntque ipri Ci
.-oni De11101tlunu eidtalwr salis uu petfectus, qt~em dormilare if&. 
tertium dicit; nee Cieero Brvlo Calooqut, qui eerie C6mposilionem 
illiul etiam apud ipsum reprehenduat; tte Jlainio Ulrique, qui Dilia 
DNJtitmis ejus eticam inimiu pluribus lotis itasequuntur. Quiotil. lib. 
~ii. cap. 1. · 

SscnoN XIX. 

(a) Caaaiua Severus live1l in the latter end of the reigo of Au· 
ptus, and through a eonsid~rable part of that of Tiberi us. He 
was ao orator, according to Quiotiliao, who, if read with due 
caution, might se"e as a model worthy of imitation. It is to be 
regretted, that to tbe many excellent qualities of his style he did 
not a.td more Wf'ight, more streogth and dignity, and thereby give 
colour and a body to his sentiments. Witll those requisites, he 
would have ranked with the most eminent oraton. To bis ex• 
eellent genius be united keen rdlection, great energ_v, and a pe• 
ealiar urbanity, which gave a secret charm to his spreebes. But 
the warmth of bis temper hurried him on; he listened more to his 
passions than to his ju•tgment: he posseaed a vein of wit, but be 
mingled with it too much acrimony; and wit, when it miaes its 
aim, feels tbe mortification and the ridicule which usuaUy atteoll 
disappoint~d malice. .Multa, si cum judieio legatur, dabil imit• 
lione tligna CAssrus SE.n:aua, qui, si ~em t~irtulibus colomn c& 
grntritalem orCIIionis adjtcis•et, porattultu inter prfUi.puot ford. J\ a. 
d ingmii plurimum ut ita eo, et ~rlrita~ mira, el urbMiila~, el .V 
IUfMIO; ud pltl8 tlomacho.qtiBm eonsilio dtdit; pr«<ma ut cmtari· 
aalu, ita freqw:ntw ammitUdo ipsa .ridiewla ~. Lib. s. cap. I. 
We read in Suetonius (Life of Odtlt1ius, s, 66), that Caaius had 
the bardineu to institute a prosecution for the crime of poieooiag 
against Asprenas Nonius, wbo was, at the time, linkC!d in the 
closest friendship with Augustus. Not eoatent with accusations 
againtt the fint tneo in Rome, be chose to vent bis malevolence 
iD lampoons and defamatory libels, agaiast the most distioguialled 
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of both saes. It wu this that provok~d Horace to declare war 
against Caeeius, io an'ode (lib. v. ode 6), which begine QwU~•· 
mtf"ttiiU h08pilu wze~~, canis. See an account ofbismaleyoleotspi
rit,.a.all, b. i. s. '7t. H~ was at lettgth condemned for his iadieeri
minate abuse, and banished by Augustus to the isle of Crete. Bat 
his satirical rage was not to be controlled. He continued ill am te 

ditcharge his malignity, till, at last, at tbe end of teo yean, tbe 
aeoate took cognisance of his guilt, and Tiberius ordered him te 
be ~moved liom Crete to the Rock of Seripboa, where he Jaa
guisbed in old age and mi~ry. See .8rmah, b. iv. s • .21. The pe
riod of ancient oralory ended about the time when Cauioe ~ •is cllftr, He wu the fint of the new school. 

(6) Theee two rhetoricians ftourisbed in the time of Augustus. 
Apollodorus, we are told by Quintilian (b. iii. chap. l ), was the 
preceptor of Augustus. He taught in opposition to Tbeodorua Gada
reus, who read lectures at Rbodes, and was atteaded by Tibuius 
41wiog hie retreat in that islaad. Tbe two contending masters were 
the fouoden of opposite sects, called the .8pollodoreara and Tlteode
rian. But true eloquence, which knows · no laws but tboae of aatare 
and. good eenae, gained DOtbing by party-divisions. Literature waa 
cliltracted by new doctrine.; rbeloric became a trick ia tbe baods 
of eopbilts, and all eound oratory disappeared. Htrmagoru, 
Quintiliao IIJI, in the chapter already cited, was the dilciple, of 
Theodorua. 

SECTION XX. 
(a) Doctor Midd~lon ~ya, " Of tbe eeven excelleot onti001, 

which now remaja on the subject of Vuue, tbe two first only 
were epokeo; tile one called, 77ae Dmnation; tbe other, The.fi,., 
..,._, which is notbiog more than a general preraee to tbe whole 
onee. Tbe other five were publiehed afterwarde, u they were 
prepared and intended to be epoken, if VnaEI bad made a rep
Jar defeoee: for as this wae the only cauee in whH:h Cicero had 
yet beeo engaged, or ever designed to be enp~, u tM oc:c~~~er, 

11 be Wll willing to leave tboee oratiolls as a epecimeo of hie 
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abilitiel io that W'ay, and the ptlltml of a just cmd diliga.timpeao\
_,.,of aiJ'f"GGar.d corrupt magiltrate." Life of Cieno, vol. i. p. 
86, 4to edit. 

(b) The Digest enumentes a multitude of rules eooeemiog 
~ to penons, things, tbe form of the action, the niceties 
of pleading, and as the phrase is, motions in arrest of judgmeat • 
.lilwmula, was the-set of words necessary to be used in tbe plead
inp. See tbe Digut, lib. xliv. tit. 1. De~' PN
ICriptionibal, d Prrejudiciil. See alee Cujacius, obtemll. uiii. 

(c) The oration for Marcus Tullius is bigbly praieed by Ma
c:robius, but is Dot to be found in Cicero's works. Tbe oration for 
Aulas Caina is still estaat. · The cauee was about tbe right ot 
IUC:CtllioD to a private \istate, wbicb depended OD a subtle point o( 

law, amiDg from tbe iaterpretation of tbe pnetor's interdict. It 
lbows Cicero's exact koowledge aod skill in tbe civil Jaw, aD• 
that his public character and employment gave · DO interruption 
to his usual diligeoce iD pleadiog causes. Middletoo's Life of Cice
ro, vol. i. p. 116, 4to edit. 

(d) Roscius, io the last period of the republic, wu tbe come· 
dian whom all Rome admired for bis talents. The great esteem
ed and lond bim for his morals. Eaop, the tragedian, was his 
c:ootemporary. Horace, iD tbe epistle to Augustus, has mentioa
ed them both with their proper and dittioctive qualities. 

---Ea cum reprehendere coner 
Qae OUYll .lEiorn, que JIOCTVI RoiClnJI egit. 

A certain meiiUI'ed gravity of elocutioa being requisite in triply, 
&bat quality ia wigoed to the former, and the latter ia called Doc-
70s, because be was a complete muter of his art; so truly Ieana 
ed io tbe priciples of bis profesaioo, that he poaeuecl, io a W.• 

•ereul degree, the eec:ret charm that gave ioimitable graces to We 
~ ud ac:tiGD. Quiptillian, in a few words, baa givaa a COlD• 

Digitized by Goog I e 



S10 !IOftl 0!1 ,.... 

mentary on the pasS&«e in Horace. Grief, he says, is exprased 
by slow and deliberate accents; for that reason, lEsop spoke with 
gravity; Roseius with quickn.-ss; tbe former beiug a tragediaa, 
thf' latter a comrdian. Plul autem affeclw habent lenliora; idtoque 
,BOICiul citalior, .!EsOpus grafJior fui4, quod ille tom«diiU, hie ,,.. 
gtz•lias egit. Lib. xi. cap. I. Cicero was the great friead aod 
patron of Roscius. An elegant oration in his behalf is still extant. 
Tbe cause was this: One FAN&Us had made over to Roec:iua a 
young slave, to be foraued by him to tbe stage, on condition of a 
partnership in tbe profits which the slave should acquire by act
ing. The slave was aferwards killed. Roscius prosecuted the 
murdrrer for damages, and obtained by composition, a little farm, 
worth about eight buncll't'd pounds, for his particular share. FAR· 
1nus also sued separately, and was supposed to bave gained u 
much; but pretending to bave recovered nothing. be sutd Roacaua 
for the moiety of what he bad received. One can not but observe, 
says Dr. Middkton, from Cicero's pleading, the wonderful eateem 
aod reputation in which Roscius then ftourished. Has RotciUI, 
says be, defrauded his partner? Can such a stain stick upon such 
1 mau; a mao, who, I speak it with confidence, bas more i••teg
rity tbaa skill, more veracity than experience; a man, whom the 
people of Rom• know to he a better citizen than he is aa actor: and 
while he makes tbt' first figure on the stage for his art, ia wnrthy 
of a seat in the senate for his virtue. Quem populw RooUJAW 
meliorem t1imm quam histrionem use arbitratur; qui ita dignim
mus ut sctno propUf' artifieium, ut dignisrinws sit curia propter 
obstinetatiam. Pro Roscio Con~.«do, s. 17. Ju another place Cicero 
says, he was such an artist, as to.aeem the only one fit to appear 
on the stage; yet such a man, as to seem tbe only one wbo should 
DOt come upon it at all. Cum artifez ejusmod& sit, ut 1olw digm11 
tlidealur use qui in scend spedtlur; tum tJir ejtf8flllHii ut, ut aoltU 
dipus tlideatur, qui eo non aeeedat. Pro Publ. Ql&indio, a. 78. 
What Cicero has said io his pleadings might be thought ontori
cal, introduced merely to serve the cause. if we did not find the 
oomedian praised with equal warmth in the Dialogue D&: o.u .. 
TORE. It it there said ofRoscius, that every thing he did, was rer· 
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feet in the kind, and executed with consummate grace, with a se
cret charm; that touched, affected, and delighted the whole audi
ence; insomuch, that when a man excelled in any other pro
fession, it was grown into a proverb to call him THE Ros
cms OF Hts ART. Yidetisne, quam nihil ab eo nili ~*feet~. nihil nisi 
am• summa 11enustate fiat'! nihil, nisi ita ut deceat, et uti omna 
m011eat, atque delectet'l ltaqt~ hoc jam diu ut eonsecutUB, ut in quo 
quisque artificio ea:celleret, is in suo genere RO&cius diceretur. De 
Orat. Jib. i. s 180. After so much honourable ttstimony, one 
can not but wonder why the Docros Roscms of Horace is men• 
tioned in this Dialogue with au air of disparagement. It may be, 
that APER, the speaker in this passage, was determined to dtgrade 
the orators of antiquity; and the comedian was, therefore, to espect 
no quarttr. Dacier, in his notes on the Epistle to Augustus, ob· 
serves that Roscius wrote a book, in which he undertook to prove 
to Cicero, that in all the stores of eloquence there were not 10 

many different espressions for one and the same thing, as in the 
dramatic art thtre were modes ot action, and casts of counte· 
nance, to mark the sentiment, and convey it to the mind with its 
due dtgree of emotion. It is to be lamented that such a book baa 
not come down to us. It would, perhaps, be more valuable than 
the best treatise of rhetoric. 

Ambivius Turpio acted in most of Terence's plays, and seems 
to bave been a manager of the theatre. Cicero, in the treatise De 
&nectute, says: He who sat near him in the first rows, received 
the greatest pleasure; but still, those who were at the further end 
oftht theatre, were delighted with him. Turpiqne Jlmbiflio magi~ 
delectatur, qul in prima cat1ed &pectat; dele~atur lamtn etiar~& que 
in ultimd. 

(e) Accrus and P&cuvms flourished at Rome abont the mid
cUe of the sinh century from the louudatiou of the city. Accrus, 
according to Horace, was beld to be a poet of a sublime gtniut, 
and Pacovius (who lived to be ninety years old) was respect~ 
for bis age and profound learning. 
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Ambigitur quoties uter otro ait prior, aurert 
P•conoa doc:ti f'unam senit, Acc•o• alti. 

Ertn. •• Aoe. ver. 56. 

Velleiua Patereulua aaya, that Accrua wu thought equal to the 
beat writers of the Greek tragedy. He bad not, indeed, the diligent 
touches of the polishing band, which we see in the poets of Atheoa; 
but be had more spirit and vigour. .llctiut usque in GrC~CMWa 
compcrcdionent me~a~. m illil lime, iA Aoc ,w ,,_ ftderi JuWc 
.angtrinu He is often quoted by Cicero iu his book De .Mitwci 
.Dcorum. But afWr all, it is froin the great critic, who gives the 
best account of the Roman poets, orators, and historians, that we 
are to take the senuine character of AccJUI and PACUVJUI, since 
their works are lost in the general mau of ancient literature. 
Tbey.were both excellent tragic poets: elevation of sentiment, 
grandeur of expression, and dignity of character, stamped a value 
on their productions; aod, yet, we must not espect to find the 
grace and elegance of genuine composition. To give the fiaish
ing hanJ to their works was not their pracice: the defect, bow
ever, is not to be imputed to them; it wu the vice of the age. 
Foree and dignity are the characteristics of Accms; while the crit
ics, who wish to be thought deep and profound, admire PAC11• 
vrua for his extensive leaminc. Trag~ •criptoru .llcdul a1q11t 
Pacuftus, dariuimi untentiarom ~ pondm, et GUCtori
tale per•onanma.. CCBten&m nitor, et tumma in euolendit operibut 
ma..u, magil videri potut temporibw, quam ipN deJui-. J'i
rium t~ .llcao plw tribuitur; Pacuvium videri docliorem, qui 
eue tlocti affutant, flolunt. Quintil. lib. L cap. I. It wu the 
fubion in Horace'• time to prefer the writers of the old scbool to 
the new race that gave 10 much lustre to the Augustan age. Ia 
opposition to auch erroneous criticism, the poet pronounces a de
cided judgment, which seems to be confirmed by the opinioa of 
Quintilian. 

li quedam oimil antiqvC, li pleraque dlri 
Dicere credit eoe, ipaYc multa ratetur~ 
Et aapit, et mecum f'acit, et Jove judicat zquo. 

£.111'. u Avavn. Yer. a6. 
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But that 10111eti18U their ltyle U11CG11tb appean, 
And their barsb numben rudely burt our can; 
Or tbat fuD flatly flowa tbe languid line, 
He, wbo owns thi1, bas Jon'• usent and mine. 

FUJrcJe'a BoaAe&. 

318 

(/} Lucau wu nephew to Seneca, and a poet of gre~t cele.; 
brity. He was bom, iu the reigll ofCaligula, at Cordoba io Spaio. 
His superior genius made Nero his mortal eoemy. He wu put 

·to death by that inhuman emperor, A. U. C. 818, in the twenty· 
seventh year of his age. See the .armaz., b. xv. s. 70. Ju a 
writer, Qqintilan says, that he poeaessed ao ardeot genius, im· 
petuous, rapid, and remarkable for the vigour of his sentiments: 
but be chooses to class him with tile oraton, rather than the poets. 
Lucanw arcfelll, el corw:italul, el M&teratiil elariuimtu; el, ut accma 
f'M'd matio, rlaap ortJtoriiJul quam poem ClftfWIIIer•ndul. Li~. x. 
cap. I. Scaliger, on the other hand, contend~ that Lucan was a 
true poet, and that the critics do but trifte, when they object that . 
be wrote history, not an epic poem. STuo.a., in his Prolu1ioas, hu 
given, among other imitatioos, a narrative in Lucan '• manoer; 
aad, though be thinks that ~et bas not the 1kill of Virgil, he 
place1 him oo tbe summit ef Parnu•u•, managing his Pegaa01 
with difficulty, often in danger of falling from tbe ridge of a preci· 
pice, yet delighting his reader witb the pleasure of 1eeing him escapt. 
This is the true chancter ofLucan. The love ofliberty was hi• rul· 
ing passion. It is but justice to add, that hissenti~nts, when free 
from antithaia and the Ooidian manaer, are not excelled by any 
poet of autiquity. From him, as well as from Virgil and Horace, 
the orator is required to cull such passages as will help to enrich 
his discourse; aud the practice is recommeuded by Quintiliao, 
who obse"es, that Cicero, A.sinius Pollio, and otben, frequently 
cited venes from EDniut, Acciua Pacuvi01, and 1'ereuce, in or
der to grace their •peedtea with polite litenture, aod taliven the 
imagination of their bearen. By those poetic iuatrtioas, tbe ear 
i• relieved from tbe banb mcmotony of the forum; and the poets, cited 
oeeuionally, ~e by tbeir autbority. to ettabtish the propositioa 
ad.anced by the speaker. Ham pracipue quidtm apud Cieeror-, 
f~er lamem apud &inium diam, el cctkrol, 9"i """ptWimi, 
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•iJimfll Emm, Accu, PAcuvu, Ti:u"Tu et al1orutn itueritter
""' .umtn0 non eruditionil fllodo gratia, sed etiom ~; 
cum potlw •oluptatibw auru a formri atptrilatt rupiraat, quihr 
atwlil non mediOcN utilitM, cum smlmliil eorum, vdut quibudaa 
tucimoniis qua: proposuere tonfirmanl. Quintil. lib. i. cap. 8. 

8ECTIOJ.II' XXI. 
( ll) There is in this place a blunder of the ce1pyiats, which al

most makes the sentence uninteJiigible. The translator, with
out entering into minute controversies, bas, upon all sucb occa
sions, adopted what appeared, from the context, to be the most 
probable sense. It remains, therefore, to inquire, who were the 
several oraton here enumerated. CANUTlUs may be the penon 
mentioned by Suetoniua De Claril Rhttoribw. Cicero says of 
ARluua, that be was a atrikio« proof of what conarquence it wu 
at Rome to be useful to others, and always ready to be subse"i-

. ent to their honour, or to ward off danger. For, by that assidu
ity, Arriua raised himself from a low beginning to wealth and 
honours, and was even ranked in the number or orators, though 
\'Oid of learning, and witllout genius, or abilities. L«o infir'lM 
natw, et l&onoru, et pecuniam, et gratiam consecutus, etiam in pa
tronorum, sine doctrinti, Bine ingenio, aliquem numerum ~· 
De Claril Orat. a. 243. FuRNrus may be supposed, not without 
probability, to be the penon with whom Cicero corresponded. 
Epist. ad Familiaru, lib. s. •p. !5, 26. With regard to Terrianus 
we are left in the dark. The commentators offer various COD· 

jectures; but conjecture is ollen a specious amusemeot; the inge· 
aious folly o"f men, who take pains to bewilder themselves, and 
reuon to show their useless learning. 

(b) Tbe puny oraton are said to be in an iafirmary, like sickly 
men who were nothing but akin and bone. Tbese, says Cicero, 
were admiren of the Attic manner; but it were to be wished that 
they bad the wboleaome blood, not merely the boats of their fa
vourite declaimen. Jlttito genere dicencli tt ,_.,., dieunl: at
que ulincam imilarentur nee OUG soltma, sui diam d mnguitwa. 
Cicero De ClariB Oratoribw. 
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(c) Wltat is here said of Calvus is not confirmed by the tbe 
judgment of Q•Jintilian. Sees. xvii. note (c). His orations, wbicb 
were. extant at the ti~e of this Dialogue, are now totally loit. 

(d) For Quintilian's opinion of Celiua, sees. nii. note (e). 

(e) Here again Quintilian, that candid and able judge, hu 
given a different opinion. See s. nii. note (b). It may be proper 
to add the testimony of Velleius Patereulus. C~e~ar, be says, 
had an .elevation of eoul, that towered above humanity, and was 
almost incredible; the rapid progress of his wars, his firmness in 
the hour of danger, and the grandeur of his vast conceptions, 
bo~ a near affinity to Alexander, but lD Alexander neither drunk, 
oor mad with passion • .flnimo.super humancun et naturam., et fidem 
ttltctus, etltrilate bellanJ.i, patientia periculorum, tnaB"#udint cogi
tationem; magno illi Alezandro, eed sobrio mqut iracundo, simil
limus. Jl'el. Patucul. lib. ii. s. 41. Even Cicero tells us, that, 
of all the eminent orators, be lY&S tbe pereon who epoke the La
tin language in the greatest purity, and arrived at that consum-

, mate perfectioa by study, by diligeut appl!cation, and his thorough 
knowltdge of all polite literaturf'. /Uum omnium fore oralorum 
L.atw loqui eltgantissime: ut u•et perfect a illa bene loqumdi law, 
mullillitteri8, et iis quidem reconditil et ezquisitil, aummoque studio 
et diligentid ut cORB«Utuu. D~ Claril Oral. s. 261. 

(f) C~e~ar'• speech for Deciue the Samnite, and all bit othe~ 
productiou (except the commentariee ), are totally t.st. 

(g) Thie epeecb of Bruws is aleo lost witb hie other works. · 
Cicero aays, tbat be beard bim plead the cause of Oejotarue with 
great elegance, and a ftow of barmooioos periods. Caunma De
jotari, .JUlt.liailni atque op4fti tefil, omatislillal? el copiorillitae • 
Bruto me cnulUu dtjemdm. De ClaN Orat. s. 21. He tell• Ul 

in aaotber place, that Cesar obaened of Bru&u, tbat whatever 
be desired, he desired witb ardour; and therefore, ia the caoae of 
Dejotarus, be eserted himself wilb warmtb, •itb vehemence, ao4 
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peat freedom of laopage. Quidqtrid eull, ealde cull;~ -
pro r11e DejtJtaro ~. Nlde ~' ,..,. ftNa, d lillere 
diem. .lltl.llllic. lib. xiv. ep. I. Tbe same Dejttarul wu an.. 
wards defended by Cicero before Cesar himself. See the OntioD 
pro &,. Dtjolllro. 

(A) See what is said of Asinius Pollio, s; xii. note (e). 

(i) Pliny tbe younger bas the same metaphorical allasiou, 
wbtch we here find in the Dialogue. Speaking of the diftereoce 
between the oratorical and historical style; the latter, be says, 
may be content with the bones, the muscles, and the ne"es; tbe 
former must have the prominence of the ftesh, the brawny vigour, 
and the flowing mane. Ha.btftl quidtm oralio d lailtoria m.zta 
eommunio, ud plura d&t1ena in fail ipril, qtu2 communia ftdmtur. 
NarttJI 1ane illa, norrat lame, 1ed aliter. Huic ~ humilio, d 

1ordida, et ez mtdio petila: illi omnia recondila, ,zeMida. esctlla 
torwmitall. Hanc _,w, 011a, rruuculi, nem; illam tori quidam, 
d quari ju/Jf2 decttal. Lib, v. ep. 8. 

(k) Mesaala Co"inus bu been often meotiooed. See for him 
•· xii. note (e). 

Ss:cnoK XXII. 
(a) The wordt leftltnM and HfliUI were techaieal terma with 

the critics of antiquity. Quintilian gives the distinct meaoing of 
ach, with his ueual precision. According to the eatabliabed ... , 
the word ...,. aipified our ideas or eoneeptioas u tbey rise ia 
the mind: by maUratia was intended, a propoeition, ia the cloae of 
a period, so expreased, u to dart a auddeo brilliancy, for that 
nuou called ,__ orelionil. He 11ya, these arti&cial oraaiiiCDII, 
wbicb the ancieats ased but eperlacly, were the eoaatant pnetice 
oftbe modem oraton. ~,;.. ttnW, til.....,.~ 
l&!fSUS ~; """""...,_,~ita ......,., poAM, 
UIU'EMU.I, Qu4B ,-. cre6rca apud antiquo~, ..,;, llmpori6w 
modo cartnl. Lib. viii. cap. 6. These luminou senteoc:ee, Qaia
tiliu aaya, may be called tbe eyea ohn oration; but eyea are DOC 
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to bt plaeed in every part, lett the other memben should loee 
their f'11nction. Ego eero 1uu lumiraG orotioniledul oallOI CJUOidGna 
.. ~ ~: a ,.., ocv~o~ , toto etWJHWe .,.,.,., ,.. 
ca.ra ,.,...,.. ,....,. ~ pmlanl. Lib. viii. cap. 5. Aa Cow7 
Jeyaa,., 

Jewels at nOse and lips but m appear; 
Rather than all thing. wit, let none be there. 

(b) In order to form a good style, the sentence should always 
be cloaed with variety, strength, and harmony. The ancient rhe
toriciaos held this to be so essentially requiaite, that Quintilian 
has given it a full cliacuuion. That, be says, which oft"ends the ear, 
will not easily gain admission to the mind. Worduhould be fitted to 
their places, 10 that they may aptly coalesce with one another. In 
building, the moat iU sbapen stones may be conveniently fixed; and 
in like manner, a good style must have ,prorer words in prorer 
places, all arranged in order, and cloeing tbeeentence with grace 
ud harmony. Xthil introre poled in o.ffecCum, quod in oure, fltlul 
qt&Odom W~libulo, lflllim o.ffmdil. Ntwa emm ad pedu t1erbG di
mtnrG tunt; ideoque es loco trorufmmtur in locum, ut jungont.r 
quo eongnuat ~; lif:W iAIIruetura ICUOrwn rudit'm etiom ipt4 

enormila iMerai1 eui applwri, et in quo pomt iwtm. Felieiui
""" tamtR m"mO elf, eui et recltU ordo, et apia junctura. et cum fail 
numtna~ oppmurae cadlm tontiftgil. Quintil. lib. ix. cap. 4. 

S&CTIOK XXIII. 
(a) The remark in this place alludu to a passage in the ora

tion againat Plso, where we find a frivolous stroke of false wit. 
Cicero reproaches P"110 for bia dissolute manners and his scandal- · 
oua debauchery. Who, be says, in all that time, saw you sober? 
Who beheld you doing any one thing, worthy of a liberal mind? 
Did you once appear in public? The house of your colleague re
aouoded with songs and minatrels; he himself daoced naked in tlae 
midst of his waoton eompany; and while he wh.ukd about with 
alacrity io the rircultw motion or the dance, be never once thought 
of TBE WHEEL OF FORTVNE. Quis te illis dieJJw tobrium, quU 
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tJgenltm oliqutd, quod uret libero digmunt Quil deMqut • ,..,.._ 
Uil' Cwn tollege ttri domtu cantu d cyrabtW pmortll1'ft; ~ 
iP'e fltUius in corafteio Mltatd, in quo ne hn quidma, «**Il ..,._ 

IUUm IALTATC'IUUII YEitiARET ORBEM, FORTUNE ROT.lll pa1't II 

cebat. Oralio in PVonem, prima para, s. !2. Delph. ediL wl. iii. 

( b The passage here alluded to, ['resents us with a double 
pun The word P'erres is the name of a man, and also sigoifin a 
boor-pig, as we read in Horaee, Yenis obliquurl& meditcnaiV idtl& 
Lib. iii. ode 22. The word jul is likewise of twofold meani~, 
importing law, and •auce, or broth; ltfrid"""J'U 1ipritrit jw. Lib. 
i. sat. S. The obje.:tion to Cieero is, that playing on both tile 
words, and taking advantage of their ambiguous meaoing, he sa,a 
it <'ould not be matter of wonder that the P"erriaft julwaa such 
bad HOG· SOUP. The wit (if it deserves that name) is meao enOUJb; 
but, in juatice to Cicero, it should be remembered, that be him
self calls it frigid, and says. that the men, who in tbeir anger 
eould be so very facetious, as to ~ame the priest who did not aa
erifice such a hog ( Verres}, were idle and ridiculous. He adds, 
that he should not descend to repeat aueb sayings (for tltey were 
neither witty, nor worthy of notice in such a eause), had he DOt 
thought it mdterial to show, that the iniquity of VEIUl&s was, iD 
the mouth of the vulgar, a subject of ridicule, and a proverbial 
joke. Him illi hominu eraat, qui etiam ridituli in~ur ts 

dolore; quorum alii, td audillis, negabaftl mirandum me, Jus taa 

nequam Ult V ERRIMUII; alii ~tiam frigi.dioru erant; sed quia sltmr

athabaftlur, ridiculi videbaftlur use, cum ucEILDOTEII aecrahaft

tur, qui VERREll tam nequom reliquisut. Qua ego ROn~ 
rarem ( nerjue emm perfacet~ elida, neque porro Ia& ~ dp 
IUflt) nisi "01 id "elltm recorda~ islius nequiliam et iraiqt&itatea 
awn in ore wlgi, atque coomaunibus pr0t1erbiis cue NnG141& Ia 
Yerram, lib. i. pars tertia, a. 121. 

(c) Quiotiliao acknowledgea that the words Ule videGtur (it 
aeems to be) occur frequently in Cicero's Orations. He adds, that 
he knew several, wbo fancied that they bad performed wooden, 
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wllen they placed tbat phraie io the cl01e of a sentence. NDN• 
,..,. 1JU08clclm, qui " pale/&~ apr.en~e genus illud c«lutis hujul 
t. dictUo fliri ftbi tlidmlatur, ri ita claulula poeuiaent Ute tideCJ.. 
fur. Quintil. lib. x. cap. 2. 

(d) The species of compositioo, called satire, was altogether 
of Roman growth. Ludlius bad the honour of being the inventor; 
and be succeeded 10 weH. that even in Quintiliao's time, his ad
mirers preferred him not only to the writers who followed in the 
nme way, but to all poets of eve11 denomioatioo. Lucilius IJl'O'• 
clGM ·ita dedil08 Iiiii odhuc laGbet . imilotoru, ut ewa tWR ejuldea 
tiiOdo operil, aed omnibu poetv pr~ferre tWR dubileJtt. Lib. x. cap. 
1. The great critic, however, pronounces judgment in favoor of 
Horace, who, be says, is more terse and pure; a more acute ob· · 
ae"er oflife, and qualified by nature to touch the ridicule of the 
mannen with the aicest hand. .Mullo ul terrior, oc ptWUS mas't 
Horotius et ad ftOlanclot homintun moru pr~. 

(e) Lucretius is not without his partisans at this hour. Many 
of the French critics speak of him with rapture; and, in England, 
Dr. Wharton of Winchester seems to be at the head of his atl• 
miren. He does not scruple to say tbat Lucretius bad more spirit, 
fire, and energy, more of the vit~ida tl1a animi, than any of the 
Roman poets. It is neither safe nor desirable to difFer from so 
fine a genius as Dr. Wharton. The passages, which be has quo
ted from his favourite poet, show great taste in the selection. It 
should be remembered, however, that Quintilian does not treat 
Lucretius with the same passionate fondness. He places Virgil 
next to Homer; and the rest, be says, of the Roman poets follow 
at a great distance. · MAcER and LucRETIUS dese"e to be read: 
theJ have handled their respective subjects with taste and ele• 
gance; but Macer has no elevation, and Lucretius is not easily 
understood. c~teri omnes Wngt Btqu•Jntur. .Nhm MACER et Lu
CRETIUS Ugtndi quidtm; eltgante8 in 8tJd quisqut mattriii Becl alter 
humiliB, alter difficiliB. Lib. x. cap. I. Statius, tbe poet, who flour
ished in the reign of Domitiao, knew the value of Lucretius, and, 
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ia one liae, teems to hl'fe ginn bit trae eanc&er; ., .,. Jw-r 
arduut Luerm: ltut heel be beea to-- ...... - .... r .. 
gil, it is prokble, that be woald AJ to Luentia, • lie dW • 
hi ~~~~elf, 

---Nee tu diYinaiD .£neida tenta, 
Sed Ionge Kquere, et vestigia semper adon. 

TnW.UJIOI, Ub. :Iii. Yer. 816. 

{/) Au6diua B .. ue, aDd Seniliua Noaiaaaa were writen oC 
history. Bassus, aceordi»g to Quiotiliao, deacned peat eommea
cJation, particularly ia bis Hittory of tbe Germaa war. In IOBIC 

of bis otber works be fell abort of himself. Se"iliua Nooiaaua 
wu kaowa to Quiatiliaa, and, in that critic's judgmeat, wu aa 
author of cOnsiderable merit; aententioue in bia manner, but more. 
difuae than beeomea tbe historic character. See Quintiliaa, lib. 
s. cap. 1. Tbe death of Suvluua, ao emi•nt orator aad his
torian, is mentioned, by TKitu• in the .llmaaU, b. siv. a. 19; 
but the additional name.of NoNldUS ie omitted. Tbe puaace, 
ltowever, ie supposed to relate to the penon commended by 
Quintilian. He died io the reip of Nero, A. U. C. 81!, of the 
Christian era 59. 

(g) Varro was univenally allowed to be the most learned ol 
the Romans. He wrote on several subjects with profound eru
dition. Quintilian s•ys, be was completely master of tbe Latio 
language, and thoroughly coovenant in ~be antiquities of Greeee 
and Rome:. His works will enlarge our apbere of ,knowledge, 
but can add nothing to eloquence. Perilissi.mw lingtua LalW., 
ct omnis antiquitatis, et reroa Grcuarom, no•trorwnque; plul ta
mm •cientie& collaturus, quam eloquentie&. Lib. L cap. 1. 

Sisenna, we are told by Cicero, was a mao of learniag, weD 
skilled in the Roman language, acquainted with the laws and COD· 

atitution of his country, and possessed of no small ebare of wit, 
but eloquence was not his element, and his practice in the forum 
was inconsiderable. See Dt Claris Oratoribul, s. 1!8. lo a 
subsequent part or the same work, Cicero .. ,., that Siaeua wu of 
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opiDioD,. diet to uae uacommon worde waa tbe perfection of style. 
To prove tbis be relates a pleuaot aueedote. One Caiu Rufiua 
earried oa a proeeca&ioa. Si~enna appeared for tbe defeodant; 
aod, to apreu bia contempt of bia advenary, aaid that maa1 
parts of tbe eharp · deterved to be apit upoo. F~r this purpose 
he coiaed 10 stnoge a word, that tbe proeeeutor implored tbe pro
tectioa of. tM jadgea. I do not, said be, uaderatand Siaeaaa; I 
am circumvented; I fear tbat tome anare ia laid for me. What 
does be- meao by .putahlieaf I bow tbat '}JUIG i• apiUie: but 
what is liliea' The e6art laughed at tbe oddity of a word 10 

atraogely eompound~d. Bujio dCttiiGRie Claridlium, 8imafaa de-
l~ disif, qtiCidam ejw IPUTATILICA Ull crimina, TuiJa Caiue 
Rufiw, Circt.onNnior. inqtrit, judi«~, taiA aab»erritil. SilcmaG qiU 
dicatnucio; metuo inliditll. SPUTATILJCA! quid ut laoc! Sputa 
qtiU ril, ICio; tiliea, nacio. MCI.%inai """· De ClaN Orcatoribu,, 1. 
160. Whether this wu the aame Sisenna, wbo is aaid in the for· 
mer quotatioa ~ have been a correct apemr, does not appear 
with aay degree of certainty. 

{Ia) Fortbe chancter ofSecODda, aee a. ii. DOte (c). 

(i) Quiotiliaa •aye, the merit of a fioe writer ftourishes after 
hia deatb, for eovy does not go dewn to posterity. .IJ.cl pottw• 
enim flirtw dvrabil, nee~ itaflidia. Lib. iii. c. I. Envy 
ia alwaya sure to pursue merit; and, therefore, Cleo obeerves to 
AJexander, tbat Hercules aod Bacchus, were oot numbered 
among tbe gods, till they conquered tbe malignity of their eon
teatporariel. Nee Hercult:na, nee Patrem Lilmum priu8 ditat01 
deos, quam tlicUBmt ucum vit~entium itat~icliam. Quiotu• CurtiUI, 
Jib. viii. s. 18. Pliny the youoger bu a beautiful epi1tle on tbit 
aubjeet. After praisiog, io tbc bigbeet maoner, the various works 
of Pompeius Saturoin01, be says to bia correspoodeot, Let it be 
ao objectioo to sucb an aatbor, that he is still living. If be flour
ished io a di1tant part of the world, we 1boald not only procure 
h\1 books, but we 1hould have hi1 picture in our boUle&: aod 1ball 

?OL. n. .&1 
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his fame be tal'lliahed, because we han the mu before oqr eyes? 
Sull malignity make ua cease to admire him, becaue we .. 
him, b•ar him, uteem and love bim? x.,_ -.. .... ..._ 
p obau, QUOD VI\'IT, .!Ja A Wtr cor, 4JUO' •• ,.... ~ 
~t, non solum lilwoB tjw, """""et1aa ....... ~ 

· ,..., ; eju«km ane lamuw ,...,.,.. et graM 1J1Wi MtielaN ,_. 

fU"eel'l .flt ltoc praum malipumque ut, nota ~ •••in• 
adnriratione ~ quia Mere, calloqui ......, CCJIIIf'tcti, 
fteC laadcare ~c~n~-, __. ,._ 0111are ~ Lilt. i. ep. 16. 

S&CTIO!f XXIV. 
(a) In tbe Dialoguee of Plato, and others of the academic 

school, the ablest philosophers occasionally supported · a wroos 
hypothesis, in order to provoke a thorough ditcuuion of eome im· 
portant question. 

(b) CieerG was killed on the seventh of December, in the COD· 

aulehip of Hirtiue and Pansa, A. U. C. 711, before Christ 4S. 
From that time to the einh of Vespaaian the number of years is 
exactly 117; tltougb in the Dialogue eaid to be ItO. See s. mi. 
note (e). 

SECTION XXV. 
(a) See Plutarch'• Lives of Lysiaa, Lycurgus, Demostbeoes, 

and Hyperides. See also the elegant tnnslatioo of the Oratiou 
of Lysiaa, by Dr. Gillies. 

(b) For Quintilian's opinion of Cesar's eloquence, sees. svii. 
note (b). To what is there said may be added the authority of 
Cicero, who fairly owns, that Cesar's constant habit of speaking 
his language with purity and correctness, exempted him from all 
the vices of the corrupt style adopted by others. To that polite· 
ness of expression (which every well-bred citizen, though be does 
not aspire to be an orator, ought to practiee) when Cesar adds 
the splendid ornaments of eloquence, be may then be said to place 
the fioeat picturee in the best light. In hie maDDer· there is DO· 
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6iag or pror .. iooal c:nft; his voice is impreuive, aad his ac: .. 
tioa dipified. To all these qualities he unites a c:el'tain majes.. 
ty of mien and fisure; that bespeaks a noble mind. CtUGr aulem 

f'Giionem adlaibml, ~ Molam et con1ap1Gm pvrd d ift. 
eorrupld ~ emendat. llaqtU cum ad ham eltgantiam m-· 
6orum lAMorum ( qu« ttiorn ri orattW non lis, et lis ingmuut civil 
.B.IUU~t ,__ nec:usaria ut) adjtmgit illa oratoria omamenta di· 
andi; tum ~tur tanquam tabulas bene pitla~ collocare in bono 
lumine. Bane eum l&alnat prmciptuJm laudcm in comtm&rribul; non 
eidto cui tkbeat wlm. Spkndidana quamdam, minimeque Ntera· 
tone. rationem cficcndi tenet, t~CJU, moeu:jM'Iflli etiam magnytcd, 
a gener~ quodammodo. De Clam Oratoribus, s. 161. , 

For Celius, see s. xvii. uote (c); and for Brutus, the sam~ 
sectioo, oote ( 4) . 

(c) Serviue Galba has beeo already mentioned, s. niii. oote 
(a). Caius Lelius wasconsul A. U. C. 614; before the Chris· 
tian era, 140. He wu tbe intimate frieod of Scipio, aod the 
patron of Luciliua, the first Roman satirisL See Horace, lib. ii. 
aat. i. ver. 71. 

Quia ubi 1e a YUigo et eeenl in secreta r.m&rant 
Virtua Scipiadz, et mitia apientia Lzli, 
Nupri cum illo, et dieeincti ludere, donee 
Decoqueretur ol~ aoliti. 

Wbea Scipio'• virtue, and of milder vein 
Wben LcliUI' wildom, from the buayeeene 
And crowd oflife, the YUigar and the great, 
Could with their favourite aatiri11 retreat, 
Lightly tbeylaugb'd at many an idle jeat, 
Until their frugal feut of berba wu drat. 

FUJJcll't Roue&. 

It is probable, that the harsh maaner of Lucilius, dun&S compo· 
~e """'• infected the eloquence of Lrelius, sioce we find io 
Cicero, that his style was uopolished, and had much of the ruat 
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of aatiqaity • .Multo -.n H~Uior d laorridiorta. qucua Scipio, fll. 
eum rint in dW:endo tiGt"ic8 sroluettatu, dMIGri .-map Cllltiquil* 
ftldur, et lubeaur srerbil eticw uti patltl8 ,..UprVcil l...tltlit8. D.
Clan~ Ora~oribur, •• as. 

SECTION XXVI. 
( ca) For an account of Caius Graccbus, see s. rriii. note ( d'). 

(b) For Lucius Cranus, sees. xviii. note (f). 

(c) The false taste of Mecenas has been noted by the poets and 
critica who flourished aner bis death. Hie aft'ected prettiaeues 
are compared to the prim curls, in which women and eft'eminate 
men tricked out tbeir bair. Seneca, who was bimselftainted with 
a8'ectation, bas left a beautiful epistle on the very question, that 
makes the main subject ofthe present Dialogue. He points out 
the causes of the corrupt taste, that debauched the eloquence of 
those times and imputes the mischief to the degeneracy of the mao
Den. Whatever the man was, such was the orator. Tali.s ora
tao qualU wa. Wbea ancient discipline relaud, luxury aucceeded, 
and laoguage becamt. delicate, brilliant, spangled with conceits. 
Simplicity wu laid aside, and quaint expressions grew jntt 
fubilln, Doea the mind sink into languor? the body movea re• 
luctantly. Is tbe man softened into effeminacy? you see it in bia 
gail Ia he quick and eogrr? be walks with alacrity. The pow
ers of the understanding are affected in tbe same manner. Having 
laid this down aa his principle, Seneca proceeds to describe the 
10ft delicacy of Mecenas, and be finds the aame vice in his pbra
acology. He cites a number of tbe lady-like terms, which the 
great patron of letters considered u exquisite beautiea. In all 
tbia, aaya be, we see the mao, who walked the atreets of Rome 
in his open and ftowing robe. Norm~ statim, c:um laae kgi.s, oc
eurril hunt use, qui soltllis tunici.s in urbe ~emper incurerii1 Seneca, 
episl exiv. What be bas •aid of Meceoea is perfectly just. 
The fopperies of that celebrated minister are in this Dialogue 
called CALAIIIBTill• an allusion borrowed from Cicero, who prai1e1 
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tile beautit'allimplieity of CtUGr'• Conmaentariu, and nys there 
were mea of a Yicioua taste, who wanted to apply the curling· 
Von, that is, to introdoce the glitter of conceit and antithesis in 
the place of truth and nature. Comrnentari01 qtWBdam tcriprit 
,..,..,. ......., tHJldc quidem probandoa: ftltdi enim .unt, et rteti, et 
cenum, omni omotu orationv, tanquam vute, dttrado. Inqtir 
&ratwa for~G~~e fu:iJ, qui volual iUG CAL.A.MiaTJUa inurere. Cicero 
Dt Cltlril Oral. •· !61. 

(d) Who Gallio was, is not clearly settled by the commt'nta
tors. Quintilian, lib. iii. cap. I, makes mention of Gallio, lvho 
wrote a treatise of eloquence; and in thr .flmwls, b. xv. s. 73, we 
find Junius Gallio, the brother of Seneca; but whether either of 
them is the person here intended, remains uncertain. Whoever 
he was, his eloquence was a tinkling cymbal. . Quintilian says of 
such orators, who are all inflated, tumid, corrupt, and jingling, 
that their malady doea not proceed from a full and rich consti
tution, but from mere infirmity; for 

Aa in bodiet. tho• in aoull we find, 
Wltat wanta ia blood and •piritlf ewell'd with wind • 

• M.ma turrridot, d CMTUpt01, et tinnulos, et IJUOCI'fJiiJUt alio cacozelU. 
gtfttf't peUGf&lu, M'lum habeo, non Wium, .ed infinnilatil vitio 
labortm: ut corpora non robore, Bed vakludine injlcntur. Quiutil. 
lib. ii. cap. S. 

(e) Pliny declares, without ceremony, tbat he was ashamed of 
the corrupt eft'eminate style that disgraced the courts of justice, 
aad made him think of withdrawing from the forum. He calls it 
ling-song, and says that nothing but musical instruments could ~ 
added. Ptuld "t{t:lft, que quam fradd pronundatione, dicantur; 
fUibu1 quam lcRerU elarttoribut ezcipima.tur. Plaulul tantum, ae 
Ida cpbala et tympCJRG illiB cantitia duunt. Pliny, lib. ii. epist. 
14. The chief aim of Persius in his first satire is levelled against 
the bad poets of his time, and also the spurious orators, who eoer
nted their eloquence by antithesis, far-fetched metaphon, and 
points of wit, delivered with the softest tone of voice, aod ridicu
loaa iin of aft'ectatioa. 
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Fur e1, ait Pedio: Pedius,quidi Crimina nait 
Librat in antithesis; doctua p<>aUisle figuru 
Laudatur. Bellum hoc! hoc bellum? an Romule cevea? 
Men' moveat quippe, et cantet ai naurragus, assem 
Protulerim' Cantu, cum fractta te in trabe pictum 
Es humero portea1 P&UIUW, lit. i . ._, 15. 

Thcrt, say• th' accuser, to thy charge I lay, 
0 Pediua: what does gentle Pedius say? 
Studious to please the geniua of the times, 
With periods, points, and tropes. he slun his crimes. 
Be lard• with ftuuriahea his long harangue: 
'Tis fine, aay'st thou: what! to be prais'd, and hang' 
Effeminate Roman! shall such stuff" prevail, 
To tickle thee, and make thee wag thy tail? 
Say, should a shipwreck'd Ailor sing his wo, 
Wouldat thou be mov'd ·to pity, and bestow 
An alma? What's more prepost'roua than to see 
A merry beggar' wit in misery! 

Datos•' Pns1~11. 

(/)For Cassius Severus, see s. xix. note (a). 

(g) Gabioianus was a teacher of rhetoric io the reign of Ves
puiao. Eusebius, in his Chronicoo, eighth of V Hpasian, sa,s, 
that Gabioianus, a celebrated rhetorician, was a teacher of elo
quence in Gaul. Gabiftianus, ctleberrimi nominis f'httor, in Galli6 
dotuil. His adiniren deemed him another Cicero, and, al\er him 
all such orators were called CJcERONEB G.uiNIANI. 

SECTION XXVIII. 
(a) Io order. to bnod and stigmatise the Roman matrons, who 

commiUed the care of tbeirJ infant children to hired DW"SC8, Ta
citus observes, that no such custom was known among tlte sa
nges of Germany. See Mannm of tltc Gen~~t~M, s. u. See 
aleo Quintiliao, on the subject of education, lib. i. cap. ! and S. 

(b) Cornelia, the mother of the two Gnccbi, was daughter 
to the fint Scipio Afri~anus. The sons, Quiotiliao . says, owed 
much of their eloqutnce to the care and instructioas of their 
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molher, whole t11te u~ Ieeming were folly displayed in her let· 
ten, wbioh were thea in the haocls of the public. Naa Grae· 
-..... eloqucralicl mullum COJattlliiH autpimw Cnmeliam tllalrem, 
cujut doenMitw 1m110 Ua pot1er01 lJ'UK/1" ut epi.«olil h'adilur. 
Qaiot. lib. i. eap. 1.. To tbe same effect Cicero: Fuil Gracchut 
~ Corwlia .. ,.,.., a f1UtJ"'O dodus. et Gra litttn. ef"Ydi. 
*· De Cl.atV Oral. a. 104. Again, Cicero says, we have read 
the letten of Cornelia, the mother of the Graccbi, from which it 
appean, that the sons were educated, not so much in the lap of 
their mother, as her conversation. Ltgimut epiatolas COI'T&llire ma· 
Iris Graccl&orum: apparel filios taon tam in gremio educatos, quam 
in umwne matm. De Claril Oral. s. 211. Pliny the elder informs 
ua that a statue was ereded to her memory, though Cato the Cen· 
sor declaimed against showing so mQJ:h honour to women, even in 
the provinces. But with all his vehemence he could not prevent 
it in the city of Rome. Pliny, lib. xuiv. s. 14. 

(c) For Aurelia, the motberof Jt.dius Cmsar~ see The Genta· 
lopal Table of the Cresars, No. 2. 

(d) For Atia, the mother of Auguatut, see Genealogical Table 
of the Cresars, No. 14. As another instance of maternal care, Ta· 
citut informs ua tbat Jolla Procilla superintended the education 
of her son. See Life of .llgricola, a. iv. 

SECTION XXIX. 
(a) Quintilian thinks the fint elements of ~ducation so highly 

material, that he baa two long chapters on the subject. He re· 
quires in the fint place, that the language of the nunea should be 
pure and correct. Their maaners are of great importance, but, 
be adds, let them apeak with propriety. It is to them that tbe io· 
fant fint attends; he listens, and endeavours to imitate them. The 
first colour, imbibed by yam or thread, is sure to last. What is 
bad, generally adberea tenaciously. Let the child, therefore, not 
learn in his infana:y what he must afterwards take pains to un· 
Jearn. .l.lme omnia, ne sit ~ 1trm0 nutricibus. Et morwn qui· 
.,,. in hit lu&ucl duiM prior mlio ,, ; reae fGmcn, m.n loqucNWr. 
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Hu p,;mu .. tJUditl ,_,.; ,_,...,. wr6a eJfragm ~ coa6...,. 
Ettuattrd ~ ....... eonan, .... recli6ur ..... ~; 
tie( ~au,.. coloru, quibut rimplu ilk ttmdor IRUialut at, -,... 
"'"'· El Jaee irna map~ hcrenl, quca---. ,..,_ 
Non nm.utat e-rgo, ne dum injtiAI qtlidma ut, Nf'IUfti, qui decit· 
cenduB ut. Quint. Jib. i. cap. I. Plutarch has a loog diiCOune oa 
the breeding of children, in wbicb all miltakea ere pointed oat, 
and the beet rule• enforced with great aeuteneu of obeervetioo. 

(b) Juvenal bas one entire satire on the subject of educatioa: 

:Nil dictu fa:dum. viluque luee )imina tanpt. 
lntri quz puer eat. Proeul hinc, proeul inde pueUz, 
Lenunum, et cantua pernoctantia paruiti. 
Muiraa debetur puero reverentia. 

Suffer no lewdne-. no indecent ~peeeh 
Th' apartment of tbe tender youth to reach. 
Far be from tht-nce the glutton parasite, 
Who aings hia drunken catchea all the night.· 
Boya from their parenta may tbia rev'reace claim. 

Danalf'a Jon.:~r.u. 

(c) The rage of tbe Romans for tbe divenions of tbe theatre, 
and public spectacles of every kind, is oftf'n mentioned by Ho
race, Juveoal, anJ other writen undrr tbe emperon. Seneca 
says, that, at one time, three ways were wanted to ae many dif· 
ferent theatres: tribw eodem tempore theatris vim potlultMiw'. And 
again, the most illuatrious of tbe Roman youth are no better thaa 
slaves to the pantomimic performen. Osttndam nobilimmot jtr 
trer~U mtmeipiopantomimonma. Epist. 4'7. It was lor this reUOD 

tbat Petronius lays it down as a rule to be observed by the young 
student, never to list himself in the parties and factioas of the 
theatre: 

---Neve plauaorin aeenl 
Sedeat redemptua, hiatrioniz addictua. 

It is well known, that theatrical parties diltracted the Romaa 
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eitiaat, aad ro1e U.Oat to rrea_,.. They were diltieguilhed by 
the gmra and the blue. Caligula, as we read i'a S~toai111, at
tached himself to the former, aad was 10 foad of the chuioteen, 
"bo wore greeD liveries, &bat he lived for a COillidcrable ti~~~e in the 
ltables, where their honea were kept.' Prarilaa ftldiani ila 4#1-
"fiiaut el ckdilul, ul eGnaret in Abulo cwidue et JJWMret. Life t{ 
CMipltJ, s. 56. Mon&esquitu reek(!lls aucb party-divisiooa among 
the c:auHI tbat wrougbt the downfall of the empire. Coastaoti
ltOple, be aaya, was split into two factions. tbe gtWnand the blat, 
which owed their orisio to tbe iocliaatioo of the people to favour 
ODe set of charioteers io the circus rather tbaa aootber. Tbete 
two parties raged in every city throughout tbe empire, and their 
fury rose HI proportion to tbe number of inllabitlllts. Juatioilll 
favoured the bluu, who became 10 tlate with pride, that they 
trampled oo the lawt. All tits offrieodsbip, all natural a&ctioa, 
and all relative dutiet were extiogaiabed. Wbole families were 
deatroyed; and the empire wu a teeoe ef aoHeby and wild COil• 

tentioo. He, who felt bimaelf capable of the mOlt atrocious deeds, 
declared himself a BLUE, aocl the GllERIU were musac:red with 
impuaity. .MenWquieu, O..tutdalr fl D~ du .BomaW, 
-chap. u. 

(d) Quiotilian, io his teotll book, ~hap. J' bas givaa a r.u u
coaot of the best Greek and Roman poets, orator• and bistoria01; 
and io b. ii. chap. 6, be draws up a regular scheme for the 
young student to punue in his course of nadine. There are, be 
nya, two roeb, on which they may split. Tile . first, by being 
led by some food admirer of antiquity to set too bigh a value oa 
the maoner of Cato and the Graccbi; for, iD that C:OIIlmeree, 
they will be io daager of gPOWiog dry, hanb, and ruged. The 
•oog cooceptioo of thole men will be beyoad the reach of tea• 
-minds. Tbeir style, iadeed, may be copied; eod lite ytulla 
may ftatter .himself, Jfben be has contracted the nut of antiqoia,, 
tltat be reeembles tbe illuetrioua orators of a former ase. Oa the 
~er hand, the fiorid clec:ontioos and false glitter of the moclerna 
My baYe a secret charm, the more claogerous, ud ~eductive, 11 ' 

TOL. n. 42 · 
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tbe peUy ftouritha of our oew way of writiog may prove aecepq
ble to the youthful miod. Duo m.&141tla genera ~ ~ 
putriB puto: unum, t1t qui.r e08 antiquitali.r taimius admif'tdqr 1R 
Omccl&otwn, Catoni.rque, el aliDrum ftmilium kdieu durucer. •· 
lit. E,.,., emm horrid& att;m jejuni. JVam nequc a eorua adbc 
inhllectu ~tur; d elocutioRe, fUG tum line dubio erat optiru, 
~ed ta01trit kmpqribul alieno, cor&tetati, quod ut peuimum, riaila 
ri6i mt.tpi.r tliri.r flide6unlur. ~lterum, quod h.uie dimwm ut, • 
recmtil hujtu laseiM :flo«Mli.r eopli, tl0lup14te qua dam pra.tl de· 
liaiantur, "'pr«dule. tu.d gmeu, el pumlibul ingeniit hoc gro
liur, quo.propiw tit, Cltla.,..,. Such was the doctrine of Quio
tiliao. His practiu, we. may be sure, was cooaooaot to bit owa 
rules. Under saeb a mutrr the youth of Romf' migbt be ioitiated 
ia scieoee, aod formed to a just taste for eloqueoce, aod legiti
mate eompoaition; but ooe man was not equal to the task. The 
rhetoricians aod pedagogues of the age preferred the oovelty aod 
meretrieiou omameots of the atyle thea io vogue. 

S&cnoN XXX. 

(a) Thil iw the treatiee, or history of the IDOit emioeut orafDrB 
(D..: CI..&RII OaATomaus ), which has btf'o 10 ofteo cited io tbe 
eour~e of these notes. It is also entitled Bauros; a work replete 
with the soundest criticism, and by ita variety aod elegance aJ. 
ways charming. 

(b) Quintus Mueius Se1evola was the great lawyer of his time. 
Cicero draws a comparison between him and Craaaue. They were 
both engaged, on opposite sides, in a cause before the C£lft'OII· 

YIRJ. CRA11us proved himself the best lawyer among the orators 
of that day, and Scevola the most eloquent of the lawyers. Ut 
eloqeleMum juris peritiuimul Cm#UI; juri.rperit~~nAm eloqutntim
""" &4tiOla putaretur. De Clari.r Oral. 1. 146. During the COil• 

sulahip of Sylla, A. U. C. 666, Cicero being then io the oioe· 
teeoth year of bit age, and wiebiog to acquire a eompeteot 
knowledge of the principles of jurisprudence, attached himself 
to Maciue SeeyoJa, who did aot uodertake the tuk of iaatructi111 
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papila, but-by convening fruly with all who consulted bim, gave 
a fair opportunity to those, wbo thinted after knowledge. Ego 
...,.,. jurit citrilw eluflio, multum apme dabam Q. &Hole, qui 
~ t~e~Jrini te ad doundum dabal, ~amen. coneulenlibul f'U• 

portdmdo, etudiolot caudieatli doeeiat. De ClaN Oral. e. 306. 

(c) Philo wae a leading philoeopbtr of tbe academic school. 
To avoid the fury. of Mitbridatee, who waged a long war with tbe 
Romans, he fted from Athens, and, with some of the most emi· 
nent of his fellow citizens, repaired to Rome. Cicero was struck 
with his philosophy, and became his pupil. Cum prinupB otadt
mica Pltilo, cum ~llliun& oplimatibut, .Millaridalieo bello, clomo 
P'O.{vgUid; RomcJmque M&iud, lotun& ei me lradidi, admirobili 
quoclam ad philotoplliam studio concilalus. De Clarie Oral. a. 806. 

Cicero· adds, that he gave board and lodging, at his own ho111e, 
to Diodotus tbe Stoic, and under tbat master, employed himself 
in various braucbes of literature, but particularly. in tbc study of 
logic, wbicb may be considered as a mode of eloquence, contract
ed, eloee, and nerYOUI. Eram cum •klico Diodolo: qui cum luJ. 
lrilaoisut tJpud me, rnecumque ~. naper est domi mec mortut&B. 
Jl. quo, cum in aliis rebut, tum studiorissime in diakctiea t$tf'etbar, 
qu~~ qtl48i eontractca d cadstriclca eloquentia putanda ~1. De Clarit 
Oral. s. 309. 

(d) Cicero gives an account of his travels, wbicb be uodertook, 
after having employed two yean in the business or the forum, 
where be gained an early reputation. At Athens, be passed six 
months with Antiocbus, the principal philosopher of the old aca
demy, and, under tbe direction of that able master, resumed thole 
abstract •peculations wbicb be bad cultivated from hia earlieR 
youth. Nor did be neglect bis rhetorical e:rercisea. In that par· 
suit, be was auieted by Deaaetrius, the Syrian, who was allowed 
to be a skilful preceptor. He paestd from Greece into Asia; and, 
iothe course of bis travels through tbat country, be Jived in con• 
atant habits with Menippus of Stratonica; a man eminent ror hie 
learoiug; who, if to be neither frivolous, uor unintelligible, is the 
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character .of Attic eloquence, might fairly be called a ~clilciple of 
that ~ebool. He met with many other profeuon of rhetoric, 
IGtb u Diooyaius of Magot'sla, &acbylua of C.idot, and Zeeo
eles of Adramytus; but not.coateat with tlleir aaiatance, be wat 
to Rbodea, and reot>wed his friendship with Mor.o, whom be hlld 
beard at Rome, and knew to be an able pleader in real ca .... ; 
a fioe writer, and a judicious critic, wbo c:oulcl, with a just dis
cernment of the beauties as well as the faults of a c:ompoeitioa, 
point out the road to exi:ellence1 aod improve the talte of bia 
eeholara. In hi• attention to the Roman orator, tbe poiot be ai.N 
at (Cicero wilt DOt 1ay tbat be 1ueceeded) was, to lop away1Uper-
8uoua brancbea, aad confine witbin ita proper c:baonel a atream 
of eloqueaee, too apt to swell above all bouod1, and overlow ill 
baob. After two yean thus •pent in the pursuit of kDowledp, 
aod improvement in bis oratorical profe11ion, Cicero returned to 

Rome alm01t a new man. /1 (MoLO) tJcdit..,.... (ri modo id. 
eon~equi potuit) ul '"""' redunclantu not, d superjluanlu jwct&ili 
~ tJiccMi impunitCIIe, et IKettliti, rtpt"ineeret, et quari a:ma 
ripcu dijftuenlu coeremt. Ita rmpi "" lrienraio pOll, ,.. fllodo •· 
erci141ior, a prepe fMft41ut. See Dt Claril Oroloribul, 1. Slli 
and 316. 

(e) Cicero is bere said to have been a complete master of pbi· 
Joaopby, which, according to Quintiliao, was divided into three 
bnncbea, namely, pbysics, ethics, and logic. It haa been men
tioned in this section, note (c), tha~ Cicero called logic a con- ' 
tracted and c)Oit' .mode of eloquence. Tbat observatioo .is fully 
explained by Quintilian. Speaking of logic, tbe uae, be aays, o{ 

that conteotious art, consists in just definition, which presents to 
the mind the precise idea; and io nice disc:riminatioo, wbicb 
marka the essential differeoce of thinga. It is tbis faculty that 
tbroWB a sudden light on every difficult question, remove• all am
biguity, clean up wbat was doubtful, divides, develops, and sepa· 
rates, and then collects the argumtot to a point. But the ontor 
must aot be too fond of tbis close combat. The minute ~eatioa, 
which Josie requires, will exclude what is of higher value; wbile 
it aimJ at p~ciaioo, the Yigour of the miod ia lost in subtlety. 
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We often 1ee men, who argue with wonderful craft; but when 
petty controveny will no longer se"e their purpose, we see the 
same men withoat warmth or energy, cold, languid, and unequal ' 
to tbe conftict; like thoee little animals, which are brisk in oar-
row places, and by their agilit,y baftle their pursuers, but in the 
open field are soon overpowered. H~U pan dialedica, rifle illana 
dicere malimul diaputatrieem, ut est utw sepe et finitionibul, .et 

eom~, et sepMt&ndis p.ua n&nt di.ffmntia, et ruoltlendd 
ambiguitiJie, et d~o, diftdeftdo, illiciendo, implieando; ita 
li lolum ribi llindical!erit m foro cerlamen, obllalrit mtlioribuS, d 

ucta~ ad tmuitaum tJires ipsd ltlbtilitate c0118Umet. /toque refHrias 
quordam in dilputando mire callidos; cum sb ilia lltTO caf1illatione 
dilceuerint, non map suflicere in aliquo graftori tJCiu, quam prallt& 
qu«dam anirnalill, qu12 in anguatii8 mobilia, campo deprehet\duntur. 
Quint. lib. xii. cap.!. 

Ethics, or moral philosophy, the same great critic holds to be 
indispensably requisite. Jam quidem pars illa moralit, qu12 dicitur 
dl&iu, ,.-ti tola orator& tBl accommodata, Nam in lanta cawarum 
t~aridale, nulla fer~ dici potut, cujusnon parle aliqua tractatus 12qui 
d boni rtptrianlur. Lib. xii. Unltss the mind 'be enriched witb 
a store of knowledge, there may be loquacity, but nothing that de
serves the name of oratory. Eloquence, says Lord Bolingbroke, 
must ftow like a stream that is fed by ao abundant spring, and 
not spout forth a little frothy stream, on some gaudy day, andre
main dry for the rest of the year. See Spirit of Patriotinn. 

With regard to natural philosophy, Quintilian bu a sentiment 
so truly tublime, that to omit it in this place would look like in· 
sensibility. If, •aye he, the universe is conducted by a superin
tending Providence, it foJiowslbat good men should govern tbe na· 
tions of the eartb. And if the soul of man is of celestial origin, 
it is evident that we should tread in tbe pathe of virtue, all upir· 
ing to our native source, not slaves to passion, and tbe pleasures 
of the world. Tbeae are important topics; they ol\q occur to 
the public orator, and demand all bit eloquence. Nom ri regitur 
prwUknlid mundul, administranda certe •onis ttiris erit f'espublica.' 
Si ditlina nottril mrimis origo, tcndendum ad ftirtutem, nee ~olupta-
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ai6ul terreni cnrporil .,itnduln, J1n #we non~ tt'Gdawil 
oratt11''1 Quint. lib. sii. cap. 2. 

S&CTJON XXXI. 
(a) Quiotilian, as well u Seneca, has left a collrction ofscbool

tleclamations, but be has given his opinion of all such tM"rform
ances. They are mere imitation, and, by coneequencf', have not the 
force and spirit which a real cause inspires. In public harangues, 
tbl' su~jl'ct is founded in reality; in df'clamations, all is fiction. 
Omnv imitatio ficta e~t; quo fit ut minus aanguinil tu: tJirium tk
damationu halnant, quam orationu; quod in his tJirCJ, in iliW M

limulata materia ut. Lib. :1. cap. !. Petroni us has given a lively 
description of the rhetoricians of hie time. The const-quence, be 
says, of their turgid style, and the pompous swell or sounding pe
riods, has ever been the same: when their scholars enter the fo
rum, they look as if they were transported into a new world. 
The teachers of rhetoric have been the bane of all true eloquence. 
Hl%c ipsa tokrabilit& ment, si ad eloquentiam ituriB tJiam jtJCn'lftl: 

nunc et rtnnn tumore, et ltnlentiamm tJanisrimo 1trepitu, hoc tmaiUIA 

prf!/iciunt, ut quum in forum t~mtrint, · putent at in alium ttrrmum 
t11'fnm dtlato• Pace t~utrd lictat dirisse,primi omnium tloquentiam 
perdidiltil. Petron. in Satyri.co, cap. 1 and !. That gay writer, 
who passed his days in luxury and voluptuous pleasures (see his 
ebaracter, Jlnnak, b. xvi. s. 18), w:~s, amidst all his dissipation, 
a man of learning, and, at intervals, or deep reSection. He knew 

· the value of true philosophy, and, therefore, directs the youn~ ora
tor to the Socratic school, and to that plan of education which we 
bave before us in the present Dialogue. He bids his scholar be
gin with Homer, and there drink deep of the Pierian spring: a(. 

ter that, be recommends the moral system; and, when his mind 
is thus enlarged, be allows him to wield the arms of Demostbenee. 

---------Det primoe Yil'libua ann~ 
:M zoniumque bibat felici pectore font em: 
Mox et Socratico plenus grege mutet habenu 
Liber, et inrntia quatiat DemOitbeoil arma. 
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(b) Cicero has left a book, entitled ToracA, in wbicb be trea'
at large of the method of finding proper arguments. This, he 
observes, wa~ esecuted by Aristotle, whom be pronounces the 
great master botb of invention and judgment. Cum onmis ratio 
diligeu dilamtufi duM habeat parte•; unana INVENIENDI alteram 
JUDICANDI; utriflsque princep1, Ut mihi quidem f1idetur, JlriJtote/u 
juil. Ciceronis TOfMa, s. vi. Tbc: sourcta from which argo• 
menta may be drawn,- are called LOCI COMMUNES, COMMON PLACES. 

To supply the orator with ample materials, and to render him 
copious on every subjP.ct, was the design of the Greek prt'ceptor, 
and for that purpose he gave his Topira. Jlri1totelu adolucentu, 
nora ad plrilosophorum morena tenuiter disserendi, ~ed ad copia"• 
t'lattorum ira utramque partem, ut omatius et uberiul dici pouet, 
uercuit; idem~ue loco! (ric mim appellat) quasi argumentorum 
nota~ tradidit, uradt onmes in utramque partem tralatretur oralio. 
Cicero, De Oratore. Aristotle was the moat eminent of Plato's 
scholars; be retired to a gymna.rium, or place of exercise, in the 
oeighb6urhood of Athens, called the Lyceum, where, from a cus
tom, whicb be and his followers observeJ, of discuuing points or 
philosophy, as tbey walked in the porticos of the place, tbey ob· 
taioed the name of Pmpat.tiu, or the walking philosophers. See 
Middleton's Life of Cicero, vol. ii. p. 5S7, 4to edit. 

(c) The academic sect derind its origin from Socrates, and its 
name from a celebrated gymnarium, or place of exercise, in the 
suburbs of Atbens, called the Jlcctkmy, after Ecademtu, who ~· 
seued it in the time of the Tyndarid~. It was afterwards pur• 
chased, and dedicated to the public, for tbe convenience of walks 
and exercises for tbe citizens of Athens. It was gradually im• 
proved with plantations, groves and porticos, for the particular 
use of the professors or masters of the academic school; wbere 
several of tbem are said to have spent tbeir lives, and to have 
ruided so strictly, as scarce ever to have come within tbe city. 
See Middleton's Life of Ciaro, 4to edit. vol. ii. p. 586. Plato, 
and his followers, continued to reside in the porticos of the 
academ7. Tbey chose 
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----Th~ green retreatl 
or .-\c:ademus, and the thymy nil', 
Where oft enchanted with Socratic BOUnds, 
llysaua pure devolv'd his tuneful atream 
In gentle murmurs. 

ADIIIIn,Pu.u.o•r...... 

For deXterity io argument, the orator is refernd Co this tc:._., 
for the reaeon given by Quiotilian, who says that the euk8 t{ 

evpporting an argument on either side of tbe que•tioo, ........ 
Dearest to the orator's practice ia foreosic ca~~~e~. &ad•• 
9"~ utiliBrimmn credunt, quod fMf in utramque ,.,..,. -.. 
readi ad uertttaliorltm formBi.um CGUIGnW ~ acce,_, lA. 
Kii. cap. 2. Quintilian assures us that we are iodebted &o tile 
academic philosophy for the ableat oraton, aad it it Co tbat .W 
that Horace sends his poet for instruction: 

Rem tibi Socnaticz poterunt ostendere c:hartz, 
Verbaque proviaam rem non invita aequentur. 

Au. Pon. -ver. :no. 

Good aense, that fountain of the maat:'s art, 
Let the rich page of Socnatea impart; 
And if the min.,t with clear conception glow, 
The willing words in juat expreuiona flow. 

Fa.tKcll'l Houc1. 

(d) Epicurus made frequent use of the rhetorical figu~, called 
exclamation; and in his life, by Diogenes Laertius, we &od a 
nriety of instances. It is for tbat manner of giving animatiOD 
to a discourse that Epicurus is mentiontd in the Dialogue. For 
the rest, Quintilian tells us what to think of him. Epicurot, be 
says, dismisses the orator from bia school, since be advises bil 
pupil to pay no regard to science or to method. Epituru~Unpriail 

nOB a se ip•e dimittit, qui Jugere omnem diBciplinam nmigaticJM 
quam "elocilsima jubtt. Lib. xii. cap. 2. Metrodorus was the 
favourite disciple of Epicurue. Brotier says that a statue of the 
master and the scholar, with their beads joiaed together, 1"Faa 

found at Rome Ia the year 1743. 
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It is worthy of notice, that except the stoics, who without aim
ing at elegance of language, argued closely and with vigour, Quin
tilian proscribes th~ remaining sects of philosophers. Aristippus, 
be says, placed his 11nnmum bonum in bodily pl~asure, and there
fore could be no friend to the strict regimen of the accomplished 
orator. Much less could Pyrrho be of use, since he doubted 
whether there was any such thing in existence u the judges, be
fore whom the cause must be pleaded. To him tht' party accused, 
aud the senate, were alike non·entitiea. Neque m-o .flristipptu, 
IUmlt&t.tm in t!Oluptale corporis bonum ponms, ad hunc nos laborem 
odlwrltiUf'. Pyrrho quidem. quGB in lwc opere partu habere po
lut? c:ui juc&u es•e apud quo• verba facial, et reum pro quo loqua
'""' et tenatum, in-quo sit diunda •mtentia, non liqucbat, Quintit. · 
lib. xii. cap. !. 

SECTION XXXII. 
(a) We are told by Quintiliao, that Demostbeoes, the great 

orator of Greece, was au asaiduous hearer of Plato: Conttat De· 
mosthtnem., prinripem omnium Gnuire oratorum, c:kdiue operam. 
Plattni. Lib. xii. cap. 2. And Cicer" espressly says, that if he 
might venture to call himself an orator, he was made so, not by 
the manufacture of the achools of rhetoric, but in tbe walks or 
the Academy. Fateor mt oralorem, si modo •im, aut etiam qui
~ rim, non ez rhttorum officinu, •ed ez .llcackmire spaliil ez· 
titwe. .lld BnAium Orator. s. xii. 

SECTION XXXIII. 
(a) The ancient critics made a wide distinction between a mere 

facility ofspeech, and what they called the oratorical faculty. 
This is fully explained by Asinius Pollio, who said of himself, 
that; by pleading at first with propriety, he succeeded so far as to 
be often called upon; by pleading frequently, be began to lose the 
propriety with which he set out; and the reason was, by constant 
practice he acquired rashness, not a just confidence in himself; 
a ftuent facilit1, not the true faculty of an orator. Comm.ocle "l:tn· 

1'0L. VI, 43 
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do,faclurn ut, ul ~~ agerem; 3apf! agmdo, ut miftut cmwitJCI;; 

quia 1eilicd nimia Jacilitas ~.,;, quam Jaevltt.u, nee jidtM:i4, a 
tenltriltU pat'tltar. Quintilian, lib. sii. 

S&:cnoN XXXIV. 
(a) There is ia this place a tri8iug mistake, eitber in Me.a

la, the speaker, or i11 theeepyists. Crauus was born A.U C. 814. 
&e s. xviii. note (f). Papirias Carbo. the pmoa acca-ed, .,.. 
consul A. U. C. 6S4, and the pi"'Oecution waa in the followitlc 
year, when Cra11us expressly says that he waa then oae-aad
twenty. Quippe qari omnium mGIUI"ime ad publica cot~~~~~~ ,_,.. 

Nrint, annotque Ml"' UftUM ET VIOINTI, ftOirilini- ....... tJl 
~ injtulieiWR ltOCDrim. Cicero.~ Oral. lib. m .•. 1~ 
Plioy the eonsul was another instance of early pleadiag. He says 
himself, that he began bis career in the forum at the age of nioe· 
teen, and after long practice, could only see the functions of aa 
onCOr aa it were in a mist. UntletrituftfiiD «l4N dntiO dieert ia j .. 
ro cept, et nunc demum, quid prnare deheGl omlor, aclhuc,... 
'""' per MUginem flidto. Lib; v. epist. 8. Quietiliao ~lates of 
Cesar, Calvus, and Pollio, that they all three appeared at tbt bar, 
long before they arrived at their questorian ap, which was eeveo• 
and-twenty. Cal11U8, Cm~ar, Pollio mtlltum ale f'ICI"orida ..,. 
tJtatera graoilftmGjudicia 6UI.,.,. Quintiliao, lib. Di. cap. 6. 

SECTION XXXV. 
(a) Lipsius, iu his note on this passage, says, tbat be ooce 

thought tbe word •una in tbe \est ought to be changed to ICiaoLJ; 
but be afterwards saw bia mistake. Tbe pia~ of fictitious deela
mation and spurious eloquc>ace, where the teachers played a rid~ 
lou• part, wu properly called a theatrical sceae. 

(b) Luciut Liciaius Crassus and Domitius .JEnobarbua wen 
censors A. U. C. 661. Crauus bimselfinforms us, that, for two 
yean togt>ther, a new race of meo, called rhetoricians, or millen 
of eloqueac~, kept open schools at Rome, till be thought fit to U• 

ercise bis censorian authority, and by an edict to banish the wbole 
tribe from the city of Rome; aod this, he aays, be did not u aome 
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' people sugcated, to hioof'r lbe talents of youth from being tulti-

nted, but to save their genius from being corrupted, aDd the 
young miad from being coufirmed in sbamelrss ig!Jorance. Au
dacity waa all tbe new mastt'rs could teach; and this being the 
only tbing to be acquired un that stage of impudence, he tbought 
it the dut) of a Roman censor to crush the mieehief in the bud. 
LGIW ( Bi ail plGul) lwt bimnio magittri di.ctndi utitmll&t; qu.o1 

tgO CD~or cdid• meo $Uiltiltram; non quo (ut neseio quos diure 
caWanl) a &ngcni11 adolucentium taolltm, std, contm, ingtnia 
o6tv.di nolui. eorroborari imputltntiam. H01 t~ero not101 magil
lrtlf flilail iiiUllif~ poue docere, r&i8& ut atllderent. Hoe cwa 

....... tr4flerelur, et apn imJH'dentia ludus eifel, putafli eue ceaso
,;,, ne loa&""' id urpmt, pr0t1idere. De Oral. lib. iii. s. 98 and 
94. Aulas GeUias meotioas a former es:pulsion of the rhetorician•, 
by a clecree of the senate, in the consulship of Fanniua S"abo 
aod Valetiua Meuala, A. U. C. 598. He gives tbe words of 
the decreP, aad also of the ellict, by wbicb the ~achers were 
baoiabed by Crassus, several years afttr. See .fl. Gelli~&~. Nocw 
.sutc., lib. xv. cap. 2. See also Suetonius, De Claril RhtJ. s. i. 

(~) Seueea bas left a collection of declamationa in tbe twe 
kinde, viz. ·tbe perau11sive. and controveniaJ. See bis Suuoar.e, 
and CoNnovnsr.t: In the first claas, the questions are, Whether 
Alexander should attempt the Indian ocean?" Whether be would 
~oter Babylon, when tbe augurs denounced impending dan,er? 
Wbrther Cicero, to appease tbe wrath of Marc Aotooy, should 
buro all bis works? The subjects in the secoed class are mort -
.cemplex. A priest&:u was taken prisoner by a band of piratet, 
aad sold to slavery. The purcbaeer abandoned be.r te prottitu· · 
tioa. Her persou beiDg readered venal, a 110ldier made his oft'en 
ef gallantry. Sbe deeired the price ~f ber prottituted cbarm; 
bat the military mao resolved to 01e force and iotOlence. aad sbe 
.tabbed him io the auempL For this tbe wae prosecuted, au4 
.1£A1Uitted. She then duired to be restored to bu rank of priest 
.eu: that point was detided against her. These iustoncee m8f 
1ene u a specimen of the triJiing declamations, in&e whlch tucb 
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a man as Seneca was betrayed by his own imagination. Pctro
nius has described the literary farce of the schools.. Youog ma, 
be says, were there trained up in folly, neither seeing nor bea~ 
any thing that could be of use in the busineu of life. They 
were taugh( to think of notbiog, bot pirates loaded with fetters 
on the sea·shore; tyrants by their edicts commanding sons to mar
der their fathers; the responses of oracles demanding a sacrifice 
·of three or more virgins, in order to abate an epidemic pestilence. 
All these discourses, void of common sense, are tricked out ill 
the gaudy colours of exquisite eloquence, soft, sweet, and 8ea1011· 

ed to the palate. In this ridiculous boys-play the sebolan tri8e 
away their time; they are laughed at in the forum, and still worse, 
what they learn in their youth thty do not forget at an advanced 
oge. Ego adoluctmulos uistimo in scholis stullissinw3 fori, pia 
nihil u iis, qure in usu habemus, aut audiunt aut trident; red pirtJ
tar cum cattnis in litlort stantu, tl tyrannos tdicta St:ribentu, quibw 
impertnt filiis, ul patrom suorum capita prrecidant; sed rupouc 
in putiltntia data, ut tlirginu Ires aut pluru immoltnttir, sed tJitl,. 

litos tltrborum globos, tl omnia dicta factaqut qt.UJ6i paptltlef"e d 

suamo sparsa. J\ unc pueri in scMlis ludunt; jut~enu ridentur ia 
foro; tt, quod utroqut turpius est, quod quisqut perperam diacit, U. 
senectt&tt confiteri non t~ult. Petro·n. in Satymo, cap. 3 and 4. 

(d) Here unfortunately begins a chasm in the original. The 
words are Cuna ad t~eros judicu t~tnlum eel, • • • • rem t4fitart 
• ·• • • nihil humilt, nihil abjectum eloqui poterat. Tbis is un
intelligible. What follows from the words magna eloqutnlia ricut 
jlamma, palpably belongs to Maternus, who is the last speaker io 
· the Dialogue. The whole of what Secundus said is lost. Tbe 
expedient bas been to divide the sequel between Secundus and 
Maternus; but that is mere patch·work. We are told io tbe fint 
section of the Dialogue, that the several pt'rsons present spoke 
their minds, eacb in bis turn .· assigning dift"erent, but probable 
causes, and at times agreeing on the same. There can, theft
fore, be no doubt but Secundus took his tum in tb.e course of tbe 
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ioquiry. Of all the editors of Tacitus, Brotier is the only one 
who baa adverted to this circumstance. To supply the lot~s, as well 
81 it can DOW be done by conjecture, that ingenious commentator 
bas added a Supplement, with so much taste, and such a degree 
of probability, that it bas been judged proper to adopt what be 
baa added. The thread of the discourse "ill be unbroken, and 
tbe n:ader, it is hoped, will prefer a n:gular continuity to a mere 
vacant space. The inverted commas in the margin of the text 
will mark the supplemental part, as far a1 section x:xxvi. where 
tbe Original proceeds tQ the end of the Dialogue. The sections 
of the supplement will be marked, for the sake of distinction, 
with ficures, instead ol the Roman numeral letters. 
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SUPPLEMENT. 

SECTION 1. 

(a) PETRoNIUS says, you may as well expect that the per
son, wbo Is for ever shut up in a kitchen, should be sweet ud 
fresh, as that young men, traintd up in such absurd and ridicu
lous interludes, should improve their taste or judgmenL Qtri ._ 
teY hac nulriunlur, nota magil sapere possunl. 9'"1"' bene okn, pi 
in c:ulinQ habitant. Petronius, in Satyrico, s. ii. 

SECTION!. 

(a) The means, by which an orator is nourished, formed, aad 
raised to emint'nce, are here enumerated. Tbese are the requi
tites, that lead to that distinguished eloquence, which is fint!ly 
described by Petronius, when he says, a sublime oration, but 
sublime within due bounds, is neither deformed with aft'ectatioo, 
nor turgid in any part, but dt'pending on truth and simplicity, 
rises to unaffected grandeur. Grandil, tt, ut ita dicam, pudico 
(1f'alio, non ut maculosa, nee turgida, led naturoli ~ 
t:rwrgit. Petronius, in Satyrico, s. 2. 

SECTIONs. 

(a) Maternue engaged for himself and Secundus, that they 
"ould communicate tbeir sentiments: see s. xvi. In consequence 
of that promise, Messa Ia now calls upon them both. They ban 
already declared themselves admirers of ancient eloquence. It 
now remains to be known, whether they agree with MessaJa as 
to the cause that occasioned a rapid decline: or, whether they c:an 
produce new reasons of their own. 

SECTION 4. 

(a) Secundus proceeds to give hia opinion. This is managed 
by Brotier with great art ~d judgment, aioce it ia ev~deat in the 
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onginal text that Matern us closed the debate. According to what 
ia said in the introduction to the Dialogues Stcundus agrees with 
Mesaala upon most points, but still assigns different, but probable 
reasons. A revolution, be says, happened in literature; n new 
taste prevailed, and the worst models were deemed worthy of 
imitation. The emotions of the heart were suppressed. Men 
could no longer yield to the impulse of genius. They endeavoured 
to embellish their composition with novelty; they sparkled with wit, 
and amused their reatlera with point, antithtsis, and forced con
ceits. Thty fell into the case of the man, who; according to 
MartiaJ, was ingenious but not eloquent: 

Cum sexaginta nomeret Cuselius ann011 
lngeniolua ho111o eat: quando diRrtua eril? 

Lib. vii. epig. 8. 

(b) Enough, perhaps, bas been already eaid in the notes con• 
ceming the teachers of rhetoric; but it will not be uae)eu to cite 
one passage more from Petronius, who in literature, as well u 
convivial pleasure, may be allowed to be arbiter ekgantiarum. 
The rhetoricians, he says, came originally from Asia; they were, 
however, neither known to Pindar, an" the nine lyric potts, nor · 
to Plato, or Dewosthenea. They arrived at Athens in evil hour. 
and -imported witb them that enormous frothy loquacity, which at 
once, Jike a pestilence, blasted all tbe powers of genius, and es
tablished the rules of corrupt eloquence. Nondum umbraticur 
doctor ingmia dtletlerat, cum Pindarus n011emque lyrici Homeridl 
werlibw canere non timuerunt. Certe neque Platona, ntque De
f'II08tMnem ad hoc gmw uercitalionis accusis•e "ideo. .lv·uper """'" 
leMa islluu d enormilloquaclllll .lllheRIJI u .llsia comntigracnt, aai
moqrue juvenum ad magna 1urgmtu f!eluti pestilenti quodam 8itlen 
l!/Jlauil; rimulque corruptre eloquent ire regula stet it d obtinuil. Pe· 
tron. Satyric0111 s. 2. 

SECTION 5. 
(a) When the public taste was vitiated, and to tk11ate and n&r• 

priM, as Bayes says, was the ntUP way of writing, Seneca is, with 
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good reason, ranked in the claBI of ingenious, but aO'ectecl aatlaop. 
M\!uage says, if all the books in the world were in the fi~ there 
is not one, whom he WOllld so eagerly snatch from the tlames M 

Plutarch. That author never tires him; he reads him oRen, aud 
always fiuda new beauties. He can not say the same of Seocca; 
not but there are admirable passages in his works, but whea 
brought to the teat, they lose their appan:nt beauty by a close ex
amination. Seneca serves to be quoted in the warmth of conver· 
aation, but is not of .-qual value in the closet. Wbatcver be tbe 
subjut, he wishes to shine, and, by consequence, his tbougbta are 

. too refined, and oftenfalac. JJ-lenagi4na, tom. ii. p. i. 

SECTION 6. 
(a) This charge against Seneca is by no means new. Quin· 

tiliao was his contemporary; he saw, and heard the man, and, io 
less than twf'uty years after his death, pronounced judgment 
against him. lu !he conclusion of the first chapter of bis tenth 
book, after having given au account of the Greek and Boman 
authors, he says, he reserved Seneca for the last place, hecaUR, 
having always endea\·oured to counteract the influence of a bacl 
taste, be was supposed to be inlluenced by motives of penonal 
enmity. But the caae 'vas other,vise. He saw that Seneca was 
the favourite of the times, and, to check the torrent that threaten
ed the ruin of all true eloquence, he exerted his best eft"orts to 
diffuse a sounder judgment. Ht> did not wish tbat Seneca should 
be laid asidr: but be could not, in silence, see him preferred to the 
writers of the Augustan age, whom that writer endeavoured to 
df'preciate, conscious, that, having chosen a dift"erent style, be 
could not hope to please the taste of those, who were charmed 
with the authors of a formtr day. But Seneca was still in fashion; 
his partisans continued to admire, though it can not be said that 
they imitated him. He fell short of the ancients, and they were 
still more hrneath their model. Since they were content to copy, 
it were to be wished that they had been able to vie wi(h him. 
He pleased by his defects, and the herd of imitators choee 
tbe worst. They acquired a vicious manner, aod tlaUerc4 
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themselves that they resembled their master. But the truth is, 
they disgraced him. Seneca, it must be allowed, had many , 
great and excellent qualities; a lively imagination; vast erudi
tion, and extensive knowledge. He frequently employed otbel'lt 
to make·researcbt'l for him, and was often deceived. He em
braced all subjects; in his pbiloeopby, not ahvay. profound, but 
a keen censor of the manners, and on moral subjects truly admi• 
nble. He baa brilliant pa~~ages, and beautiful sentiments; but 
the e:zpreuion is in a false taste, the more dangerous, as be 
abounds with delightful vices. You would have wiabed that be 
had written with his own imagination, and tbe judgment of oth
ers. To sum up bia character: bad be known bow to rate little 
things; bad be been above the petty ambition of always shining; 
had be not been fond of himself; bad he not weakened bis force 
by minute and dauling sentences; be would have gained, not 
the admiration of boys, but the su.lfrage of tbe judicious. At 
present be may be read with safety by those, who . have made 
acquaintance with better models. His works aft'ord tbe fairest 
opportunity of diatinguiabing tbe beauties of fine writing from 
their opposite vices, He bas much to be approved, and even ad
mired: but a joat selection is necessary, and it is to be regretted 
that he did not choose for himself. Such was the judgment of 
Quintilian: the learned reader will, perbapa, be glad to have the 
whole pa11age in the author's words, rather than be referred to 
another book. & ifadustrid Sentcam, in omtri gentre elbqUtntim 
t~malum, diltuli, proplet' wlgatam fobo tk me opinionem, qua 

. cfclmnare .um, et invilum quoqua habere aun& creditus. Quod 
Gtcidit ftri1ai, dum corruptum, et omnibiiB vitiil fractum dicendi 
18*" revocare ad severiora judicia conttndo. Tum aulem solt&l 
hie fm ita manibu adolucentium fuil. Quem non equiclem om
Rtno conabar ~· 1ed potioribus pr«fnri non rinebam, quor ilk 
non dutiUJ'at inculm, cum, divmi ribi comcitu generil, placer.e 
n in diundo pone iii quibw illi placerml, di.ffideret. .flmabant 
GUiem eum magi~, qua• imilabantur; tantumque ab illo ckfluebant, 
quan&um ilia ab antiquil ducmdtrat. Foret enim optandum, paru, 
_, IGllcm prodmoe, illi wo fieri. Sed plGubat propter sola vilia, 
d ad ea n quUquc dirigebat effingencfcl, que~ polcraf. Drindt cum 
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H jactaret eodeJn modo !Uure, &nec:am irafamabat. CujuB d "*'· 
are alioqui et mogn« t~irtulu fuemnt; ingeniwnfacile et ~; 
plurimwn studii; el multamm rerum eognitio, in qua tGMDa .ali-, 
quando ab iii, quibtu inquirmda qullldam mandabat, dueptu ut. 
Trae~Mit . etiam omnem fer; sttulionma maleria; in ~ 
porum diligtl'll, egregiua taman t?itiorum i"'ectatur. .Mulla in tD 

clar«que mateftlilll; multa etiam morum gratia legenda; led in do
qtundo corrupta pkt-411'", alque eo pemicioriarima, quod abtmdat 
dulcibtu t?itiil. Yellu eum .uo ingenio di'rim, alieno judicio. Naa 
ri aliqua coiatempaiaset; ai parum contt&pilstl, ai nora omnia .ua 

. amasaet; ai rerum pondera minuti&rimil aentnatiis non f'rt.gi~W. 
c:omensu potWs emdilorum, quam pumwum amore comprobaretur. 
Yerum aic quoque Jam robustia, et set~eriore gmere satis .fr.nnolil, 
legendw, t1el ilko, quod ezercere potut utrimque judicium. JtfvlUJ 
enim ( ut d~) probanda in eo, multa etian& admiranda BW&t; tligert 
modo curre 1it, qtwd utinam ip•e fecisaet. Quintil. lib. s. cap. 1. 
From this it is evident, that Seneca, even in the meridian of bis 
fame and power, was considered as tbe grand corrupter of eJo. 
qut~e. The charge is, therefore, renewed in this dialogue, willa 
strict propriety. Rollin, who had nourished his mind with ancient 
literature, and was, in his time, the Quintilian of France, bas gi•ea 
the same opinion of Seneca, who, be says, knew how to play the 
critic on the works of others, and to condemn the strained meta
phor, the forced conceit, the tinsel sentence, and all the blemishes 
of a corrupt style, without desiring to \Veed them out of his owa 
produetions. In a letter to b1s friend (epislll4,) which bu beet 
mentioned section uvi. note (c), Seneca admits a general de· 
pravity of taste, and with great acuteness, and, indeed, elegaoee, 
traces it to its source, to the luxury and effeminate maooer.s of 
the age; be. compares the ftorid orators of his time to a set. of 
youog fops. well powdered and perfumed, jUsuing from t&ae.ir 
toilette: Barbd et coma nitiJos, de capsula tOTOs; be adds, that 
eucb affected finery is not the true ornament of a mao. Nun uc 
omametdum flirile, coracinnitas. And yet, says Rollin, be did not 
kno\V that he was sitting to himself for the picture. He aimed 
for ever at aomelbin& new, far .fetched, ingenious, aad pointed. 
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·He preferred wit to truth and dignified simplicity. The mar
Telloue wae with him better than the natural; and he chose to 
surpriae and dazzle, rather than met'it the Approbation of aobet' 
judgment. His talents placed mm at the head of the fashion, 
and with those enchanting vices, which Quintilian ascrib~a to 
him, he was, no doubt, the person, who contributed most to the 
corruption of taste and eloquence. See Rollin's Belles Ltttres, 
vol i. sur k Gout. .\nother eminent critic, L'ABBE GEDOYN, 

who has given an elegant translation of Quintiltaa, has, in tbe 
preface te that work, entered fully into the question eoneerning 
the declin~ of eloquence. He admits that Seneea did ~teat mis
chief, but be takes the matter up much higher. He traeel it to 
Ovao, and imputes the taate for wit ·and spurious~rnament, which 
prevailed under tbe emperors, to the false, but seducing charms 
of that celebrated poet. 01·id was, undoub&edly, the greatest 
wit .of his time; but bis wit knew no bounds. His fault was 
exuberance. .N'escitri.t qued heM emit relinqutr.e, says Seneca, 
who had himself the same defect. Whatever is. Ovid's ~bject, 
the redundance of a copious fancy sti:i appears. Does be be
wail his own misfortunes? be seems to think, that, uuless he is 
witty, he can not b~ an object of compassion. Dots he write 
)dters to and from disappointed lovers? the greatest part ftows 

. from fancy, and little from the heart. He gives as the brilliant 
for the patbetic. With these faults, Ovid bad such enchanting 
graces, that bis style and manner infected every branch of litera
ture. Tbe tribe of imitators bad not tbe genius of tbeir master; 
but, being determ10e1l to sltine in spite of nature, they ruined all 
true taste and eloquence. This is tbe natural ~gress ~f imi· 
tation, and s~neca was well aware of it. He tells us that tbe faults 
and blemilbes of a corrupt style are ever introduced by some 
superior genius, who bas risen to eminence in bad writing; hi• 
admirers imitate a vicious manotr, and thus a false taete goes 
round from one to another. HtU t~itia '""" aliquu iraducit, 
fUb quo · tunc eloqtllf&liCJ est: cmtm imitCJntur; tl alttr a/Uri 
trCJdunl. Epist. 114. Seneca, however, did not know that be 
was describing himself. Tacitus says be bad a genius suited to 
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the taste of the ap. .ltlgmUma CIIMAUIJa ctlemporil ejv, ....., 
GUommodalum. He adopted the faults of Ovid, aad wa able 
to propagate them. . For tbeae reuons, the Abbe Gcdoya is of 
opinion, that Ovid began the miachief, aod Seneca laid tbc ue 
to the root of the tree. It is certain, that duriag the re"'li•• 
period of the empire, true eloquence never revived. 

SECTION '7. 
(a) Historiana bave coocurred in taxing Veapaaian with an

rice, in some instances, mean and sordid; but they agree, at abe 
aame time, tbat tbe use, wbicb be made of bis accumulated 
ricbea, by encouraging tbe arts, and extending liberal rewards to 
men of genius, is a aufficient apology for bia love of money. 

(b) Titus, it is needleu to say, was the Crieod of virtue ud 
of enryliberal art. Even that mouter Domitian waa vened 
io polite learning, and by fits aod starts capable of inteue appli· 
cation: but we read io Tacitus, that bis studies aod his pretend
ed love of poetry ae"ed as a cloak to bide his real cbanctu. 
See Hvtory, b. iv. s. 86. 

(c) Pliay the younger describes tbe young men of bia time 
rushing forward into the forum without knowledge or Mc:eacy. 
He waa told, be says, by persona advanced in yean, tbat, accord
ing to ancient usage, no young man, eveo of the first diatioetioo, 
wu allowed to appear at the bar, unless be was introduced by 
oae of eonsular dignity. But, in his time, all fences of respect 
and decency were thrown dowo. Young men aeoroed to be ia. 
troduced; tbey forced their way, and took po11euion of the fo
rum without any kind of recommendation, Jlt laeroule an1t ...-o
ricam meam (majores Mlu ita soktal dim-e), ne nobilisrimiB ~ 
Gdolucmlibut loew eral, niri aliquo COMAlori produeeate; loal4 
wneraaione ~m opus «hhraialtW. Nwac rejram. pet
doris et ret~trmlifl dauslril, omnia palmi omnibul. /tee ~
tw, a irrumptml. Plio. lib. ii. epist. 14. 
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S&CTJOft 8. 
( o) This waot of decorum before the tribunals or justice would · 

appear Incredible, were it not well attested by the younger Pliny. 
Th~ audieace, be says, wu suited to the oraton. Mercenary 
wretches were hired to applaud in the courts, where they were 
treated at the expense of the advocate, u openly u lf they were 
in a banqueting· room. &quunttw auditor~ Gdorihw Milu, eon
ducli e1 redempli motacipu. Corwmilur in medid btuilicd, ubi tom 
po1t1m ~ quam iA lridinio d4ntur. Plio. lib. ii. •pist. 14. 
He adds in the same epistle, L.a.aGaus Lacnnus first introduced 
this cnstom, merely that be might procure an audience. Primw 
launc CJUdiendi morem Vaduil Lorgiue .lM:iniw, h4tknue tcmaen td 

auclitoru ~tml. 

(6) 'This anecdote is al~ related by Pliny, in the following 
maaner: Quiatiliao, his preceptor, told him that one day. when be 
attended Domitia Afer ia a caute before tbe cmtumtriri, a sud
den and outrageons noise was beard from tbe adjoining court. Arer 
made a pause; the disturbance ceued, and be resumed the thread 
of his discoune. He wu interrupted a second and a tbird time. 
He uked, who wu the advocate that occasioned so much up
roar? Being told, that Licinius wu the penon, be addressed 
hiiDielfto the court in these wordt: C~! all true eloquence 
u not~ at on end. & QuiMlioao, prt!Otpfore meo, oudiue memini: 
ftCif'l'obat ilk, .llutdabor Domilium .!lfrum, cum apud ctftfumf1ir01 
dicere~ groeiter etltnle (Aoc etrim illi Gdionu genua erat), mu.fiit 
d prorimo immodieum itUOlilumque clomorem; odmjrofue reticuit; 
ubi Bileatiumfaetum ut, repetU quod abmperat; Ueruu1 clamor, itt
tum f'dicuil; et pOll .Uentium, etapil idem terlio. Noviuime qui• 
cliceret1 qutaiftl. RupOMAm ul Liciniue. Tun• interrnVIO couea, 
C&In'Ullnar, illquil, uoc ART&Flcru• r&arrT. Lib. ii. ep. 14. 
Domitius Mer bu been mentioned, s. :aiii. note (d)~ To what 
is there aaid of him may be added a fact related by Quintilian, 
who says that Mer, when old and superannuated, still continu
ed at tbe bar exhibiting the decay of genius, and every day 
diminishing that high reputation, which he once possessed. 
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Hence men saiJ of him, he had rather .ucline than ckrilt: .Malle 
cum Mji«re, quam ""*rt. Quint. lib. xii •. cap. II. 

(c) The m~n who applauded for hire, weQt from cowt to coUJt 
to bellow forth their venal approbation. Pliny sayw, DO Joog. 
ago than yesterday, two of my tWmenclaton, botb about the age 
of seventeen, were bribed to play the part of critics. Their pay 
was about three dtnarii: that at present is the price of eloquence. 
Ez judicio in judicium pari ~rctdt trtmritur. Heri duo RG~~~ta· 
daWret ~~ ( lao.bcnt tane «141m& uwum, qua nuper toga """J*· 
"'"'}· tmait dtooriit ad laudandum lr~. Tanti COIIIIGI, 
til ri8 dittrtw. Lib. ii. epist. 14. 

(d) The whole account of the trade of puffing is related, in 
the Dialogue, on th~ authority of Pliny, who tells us that those 
wretched sycophants had two nick-names; one in Greek ~
.w;,, and the other in Latin, L.&VDICnNI; the former from H

phOI, the usual exclamation of applaulf!, as in Martial: Quid 
lam grandt sophOI clamal tibi turba togata; the Latin word im
porting partUilu, who sold their praise for a aupper. /nde jam AOa 

inurb004? :t.,..w;,, t1oea.lur, iildtrn nomen Latinum imporituna eat, 
L.&VDIC.ENJ. Et ltcmen crucit incliu f®ita utraque lUipa tao-

tala. Lib. ii. epist. 14. · 

SECTJOif 10. 
(a) Pliny tel1s us, that be employed much of his time in plead

ing causes before the centumtliri: but be grew ashamed of the 
busineu, when he found those courts attended by a tel of bold 
young men, and not by lawyen of any note or cousequence. 
But still the service of his friends, and his time of life, ioduced 
him to continue his practice for some while longer, lest be should 
seem, by quitting it abruptly, to fty from fatigue, not from tbe in· 
decorum of, the place. He . coutrived, howf'Ver, to appear but 
seldom, in order to withdraw himself by degrees. N• ICIIRGI 
Gdlwc ct utilit118 amiconma., et ratio «tatit, moratur ac . Ntiflll. Ye
remur enim ne jort~ notl lwu iudipitatu rcliquiue. sed lalHma 
fugilse ftdMmur. Sumw tamen 1olito rcarioru, quod Wlium ul 
gradatim duincndi. Lib. ii. -epist. 14. 
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SECTION 11. 

(ca) Tbe person here distinguished from the rest ofthe rhetori
cians, is the eelebrated Quintiliao, of ·wbose elegant taste and au
perior judgment it were superfluous to say a word. Martial bu 
sa•en his eharacter in two Jines. 

Quintilian~. vag;e moderator summe juTentz, 
Gloria Romanz, Quintiliane, togz. 

Lib. ii. epig. 90. 

It is gt-nerallysupposed that be was a native of Ca.laguris (now 
Ca.lalwrrca), a city in Spain, rendered famous by the martial 

spirit of Sertorius. who there stood a siege against Pompey. V os
aius, ilowever, thinks that be was bom a Roman; and GEDOYN 

(the elegant translator mentioned section 6, note (a), accedes to 
tbat opinion, since Martial does not claim him as bis countryman. 
The same writer says, that it is still uncertain when Quiutilian 
was born and when be died; but, after a diligent inquiry, be tbinks 
it probable that the great critic was born towards the latter end 
of Tiberius; and, of course, when Domitios A fer died in the reign 
of Nero, A. U. C. 812, A. 'D. 69, that be was then two-and
twenty. His Institutions of an Orator were written iu the latter 
end of Domitian, when Qointilian, as be himself says, was far 
advanced in years. Tbe time of his death is no where mention
ed, but it, probably. was under Nerva or Trajan. It must not be 
dissembled, that tbis admirable author was not exempt from the 
epidemic vice of the age in which be lived. H4t flattered Domi- , 
tiao, and that strain of adulation is the only blemish in bis worlc. 
The love ofliterature may be said to have been his ruling passion; 
but in his estimation, learning and genius . are subordinate to hon
our, truth, and virtue. 

Si:CTIOl'f 12. 

( ca) Maternus, without contradicting MeHala, or Secundus, 
gives his opinion, viz. that the decline of eloquence, however 
other causes might conspi~, -as chiefly occasioned by tbe ruin 
ot a free coos&itution. To this he adds another obst:rvation, which 
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seems to be founded in truth, as we fiod that, since tbe mini 
of letters, Spain has produced one Cunl'lfta; Fraace, ooe Mo
u&U; England, one Ssnea-.u, aad oae MIL'I'Oft. 

S&cnol'f IS. 

( o) Eumplea of abort, abrupt, and even sublime tpeecbea 
out of the DtOUth of barbariau, micbt, if occaaion required it, be 
produced in pat abundance. Mr. Locke hu observed, that 
tbe bumoun of a people may be learned from their uaage of words. 
Seneca has said tbe same, and, in epistle csiv, bu e:aplaiaed bim
aelf on the subject with acute reasoning and beautiful illuatratioo. 
Tbe whole letter merits the attention of the judicious critic. Tbe 
remainder of this, and the following section, serve to edm:e the 
proposition of tile speaker, viz. tbat Roman eloquence died with 
public liberty. The supplement ends here. The original text 
ia reaumed in tbe oe:lt section, and proceed• uobrokeo to the end 
of tbe Dialogue. 

S&cnol'f ~XVI. 

(•) When pat and powerful eloquence is compared to a 
Same, that muat be supported by freah materials, it i1 evideot thl& 
the aentence is a continuation, not the opeaiac ef a oew arpmeat. 
It has been observed, and it will DOt be improper to repeat, tbat, 
the two former apeaken ( Meaaala and Secundua) baviacetatecl, 
according to their way of thinking, the cauaea of corrupt eloqoeaoe, 
Matemus, as wu promised in the outset of the DiaJocue, DOW 

proceeds to cive another reuou, and, perbape, tbe atrongett of all; 
namely, the alteration of the government from the old republicu 
form to the absolute away of a single ruler. 

(b) The ooloniea, the province~, and the oatioaa that submit· 
ted to tbe Roman arms, had their patroot in the capital, wltom 
they courted with auiduilJ. It wu this mark of dittiactioa that 
nised tbe ambitious citizen to the -firtt bcmoun io tbe ttate. To 
have a Dumber of c)ieota ll well at bo•e, U io the IDOit ...... 
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C8Dt colonies, waa the unremitting desire, the study, and coD8taat 
labour or all, who aimed at pre-emiaeoce; in~much that, in the 
time of the old republic, the men tvho wiabed to be distinguished 
patrons, impoverished, and often ruined their families, by their 
profusion and magnificence. They paid c:ourt to the common 
people, to the provinces, and states in alliance \Yilh Rome; and, 
io their tum, they received the homage of their clieuta. See 
~, b. iii. s. 55. 

' 
(c) We read in Quintilian, that oral testimony, aod depositions 

•igned by the witnesses, were both in use in his time. Written 
evidence, be observes, was easily combated; because the witness, 
who chose to speak in the presence of a few, who signelfhis at
testation, might be guilty of a violation of truth with greater con• 
fideoce; and besides, not being cited to speak, his being a volun· 
teer in th_e cause was a circumstance against him, since it showed 
that be acted with ill-will to the opposite party. With regard 
to the witneu •ho gives his testimony in open court, the advocate 
baa more upon his bands: be must press him with questions, and 
in a set speech observe upon his evidence. He must also sup
port his own witnesses, and therefore, must draw up two lines of 
battle. MuimUI ptdrorril rirea lulimoniG tudor ut. Ea dituA
. ,.. _, I*' 1~, aut ca• pt'tueftlibul. Simplieior contra tabu!M 
jNpa. Nom tt minut obttitiut tJidetw pudor inter paueoa Bipa• 
1oru, et pt'O lli.ffulentia pt"emitvr ~. Taeita prattrea qua• 
... lipificotione refragot•r laV Olllf&ibUI, quod taemO per to.bultJI 
dGI tutirllonitam, u .a tiOluAtau; quo .,o non eue amicum ri 

, .., eonlraiJU'IA clieil, jaldtll'. Cum pt'tmfltibtu eero ingms tfi .. 
aieaho at: itleoque eelut tlupliri contra cos, pt'oqtle JaV, acie con· 

jligiw.r, Cldicmun& et intm-ogalionum. Quint. lib. v. cap. 7. 

S&CTJON XXXVII. 
(o) For ao account of Mueianua, aee section _vii. note (c); 

.Ito lite H..,, b. ii. a. 6. Suetonius relates that V espasiao, 
having aadertaken to ret1ore three thousand brazen pla&ea, which 
Hd perished in the coaJiapatloD of the capitol (qe the Hill. ef 

VOL. n. 45 
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TaM&~, lt. iii. •· '71 ), orderrd a diliseut enrdl to IJe made lor 
eopiea, aDd thereby fureithed the pn1'81DeDt witb a coUeeeioa 
of curious aod aneieot recorda, eootaioiog the d~~nea of tbl 
aeoat~, acts of the com111001, aocl treaties of alliaece, almo.t froa 
the baildinc ot the city. Suetonius, Life f( Y~ -. 8. 
Tbis, with tbe addition of speeches aad Jetten eotnpokd byiiMII 
of tmioeoce, wu, most probably, tbe tOiketion publiabed bJ 
Mucianus. We may be aurr that it contained a fuad of infor
mation, and curious materials for history: but the whole is ua
fortuoately loat. 

(b) The penon iotended ia this plac~ mutt aot be eoafoaded 
with Lucius Crusue, the orator celebrated by Cieero in the 
DialO«Ue DE OuTOaE. What is here said, relates to Ma...
Crauus, who wu joioed io the triumvirate with Pompey a!MI 
"cesar; a man famous for bit riches, bis avarice, aad his misfor
tuna. While. Caeaar was · eagRged ip Gaul, aod Pompey it 
Spain, Cra~~us invad~d Asia, where, ia a battle with lbe Par
thiaos, bit whole army wu cut to pieeea. He himself wu ia 
dangrr of being taken prisoner, but he fell by the sword of the 
enemy. His head was cut oft', aod carried 1o Orodea, the Par; 
&hiao king, who ordered liquid gold to be infused ioto hia moutb, 
that be, who thinted for gold, might be glutted with it after hit 
death. Caput ejtll ruilua tJd regtiaa repor,.,._, ltulibris jvil, 
Nqut. itadipo. .aurum ..U.. liquidum U. ric:hma oril ...,...._ M, 
'Ill evjut onimw tJrNrCII ouri cupidilole, cjut .no. ...cuu. et a
ague eorptu ouro uteretUf'. Floras, lib. iii cap. II. Cicero uya, 
that with slender talents, aod a small stock of learaia•g, be wu 
able for aome yean, by bis auiduity and inwreat, to maintain bit 
nnk in the lilt of emineat oraton .Mediocriter a dodrirui ila
atmcla~, onguma~ etiam o natura, Iabore et industria, t.1 quod Atl
lrihebot od obtinendas CCIUias curam eliom, et gTaliom, in pri.nci1i· 
6us polrorril aliquot onnor fuit. In hujut orationt. Hrmo LCIIiau 
erol, t~erbtJ ROn objuta., ru composil~ diligentur; nullul jloi~Grae~~, 
neque lumen ullum: onimi mosna. t~oci• port~a contenlio; _... 
jere ut rimiliter, atquc uno »&odo "iccrtta~Ur. Cicero, Df a.il 
Orotoribul, •· ~S8. 
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(c) Leet•l• eueeeeded mere by bitactioa than by real ahility. 

With a quick and animated eountf'DIIK'~, he J9U oot a man of 
penetration; though ftuent in speech, he had no command of 
words. His voice was awed aod melodious; bis action gracefulj 
and witb those adnoaa,ee be wa.a able to eooeeal all other de
facta. Cffriul cnatem LIMn IMilto mt~jortm opinimeem c&endi . 
.wliou faN.bat, 9"ff"' '*""a in eo jacullu "'"'; qui e.m md 
'* peraeulw lquamqt~GM d u fa et u wllv Wkholur) tuc 
~ Hrbil, d li falltJnu in eo ipeo; ltd 11oee IUCiri tt c:mwrd 
ealehal u.· agtndo, ut ea, 9'"2 durant. ROn duidtraMIIar. Cicero, 
De ClGril Oraklribtu, a. t84. Metellua, Lueullus, and Curio are · 
mentioned by Cicero io tbe same work. Curio waa a senator of 
peat spirit aDd pop11larity. He e:aertcd bimaelf with zeal aiHI 
ardour for tbe legal coutitution and the liberties of his country 
apiust the ambition of Julius Cesar, but aftenrardt sold bia· 
eelf to tltat artful politiciaa, and favoured his df'sigos, Tbe 
cala..Udea tbat f~llowed uc by tbe beat biatoriau laid to bit 
cbarge. Lucan says of bim, 

Audax venall comitatur Curio li"'U~ 
Vox quondam populi, libertatemque tueri 
.\uStP, et armat01 ptebi miscere potentet. 

And apia, 

Momentumque fuit mutatus Curio rerum, 
Gallorua captua apoliil, et C~tt&rie auro. 

Lib. i. ver. 269 • 

PuMUJAtlib. iv. ver. 819. 

(d) Demoathenea,_wben not more than seven years old, lost 
bia father, aud was left under the care of tl1ree guardians, whe 
thought an orphan lawful prey, ~nd di1l not scruple to embezzle 
his effects. In the mean time Demosthenea pursued a plan of 
education, without the aid or advice or his tutors. He became 
tbe_acholar of !socrates, and be was tbe bearer of Plato. UndCC" 
tbose masters his progress was sueh, that at the age of seventeea 
he was able to conduct a suit against his guardians. The young 
orator succeeded 10 well in that prelude to hia future fame, tbat 

. tbe plunderm of the orphan's portion were condemned to nfuad 
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a large aum. It is said that Demoetbenes, at\ennrdl, releaell 
tlae whole or tb-. greateat part. 

SECTIOR XXXVIII. 
(a) The rule for aJJowing a limited space of time for the hear· 

iPg of causes, the_ extent of which could not be koowu, ~ 
as Pliny the younger informs us, under the emperors, and wu 
fully established for the reasons which he gives. The custom, 
be says, of allowing two water-glasses (i. e. 1110 hour g~Gaa) or 
only one, and sometimes half a one, prevailed, because the ad
vocal~ grew tired before the busine• was nplaioed, aod tJte 
judgee were ready to decide before they understood the quntioa. 
Pliuy, with some indignation, asks, Are we wiser than our aa
cutors? are the laws more just at present? Our ancestors allow
ed oaauy boon, many days, and many adjournments in eYefJ 
cause; and for my part, u often as I sit in judgment, I allow as 
much lime as the advocate requires; for, would it not be rasboett 
to guess what space of time is necessary in a caase which hll 
not been opened? But 10me unnecessary things may be Aid; 
and is it nCPt better, that what is unnecessary should be apokea, 
than that what is necessary should be omitted? A·nd who can tell 
1Vhat is necessary, till be has beard? Patience io a judge oupt 
to be cooaidered as one of the chief branches of his duty, u it 
certainly is of justice. See Ptin. b. vi. ep. !. In Eoglud, 
there is oo dangr.r of arbitrary rules, to gratify the impatience ol 
the ~urt, or to stifte justice. The province of juries, since tbe 
late declaratory act in the case of Jibela, is DOW better understood; 
and every Judge is taught, that a cause is tried befon /aim. not 
BY HIM. It is his to expound the law, and wait, with temper, 
for the verdict of thoae, wbom the co01titution baa entrusted. 

(b) Pompey's third consulship was A. U. C. 70!; beCora 
Christ, 5!. He wae at fint eole consul, and in six or leftll 

months Metellua Scipio beeame bia colleague. 

(e) The centumviri, u mentioaed •· vii. aotc (c), were a .. 
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of mea eompoeed of three out of every tribe, Cor the decieioo of 
such matters as the pretors referred to their judgmeot. The 
aature of the sevenl caoaes, that came before that judicature, 
may be aeen io the fint book DE OIUTO&E. 

(d) The queatioo in tbia cause before the c~ntumviri wu, whe
ther Clueinius Figulus, the 10n of Urbinia, ded from his poat in 
battle, and, being takeo prisoner, remained in eaptivity during a 
length of time, till be made hie escape ~oto Italy; or as wu coo
tended by Aainiua Pollio, whether the defendant did not ae"e 
under two muters, who pnctised~ pbyaic, and being discharged 
by them, voluotarily sell himself u a alave? See Quintiliao, lib. 
vii. cap. S. 

SEcnoN XXXIX. 
(a) The aclvocates, at that time, wore a tight cloak, or mantle, 

like that which the Romans used on a journey. Cicero, in his 
oration for Milo, argues that be, who wore tbat inconvenient dress, 
wu not likely to have formed a design against the life of any mao. 
.llpparet uler met ifuidiator; uler nihil cogilaret mali: cum alter tiC• 

laenlur in rheda, penulatus, una 1ederel tuor. Quid horum non 
imptcfitisrimumf Yutitu'J an t!ehicultmJ'! an cumu? . A travelliog 
eloak could give neither grace nor dignity to an ontor at the bar. 
The busine11 wu transacted in a kind of chat with the judges: what 
room for eloquence, and that commandiog action, which springs from 
the emotions of the soul, and iadames every breast with kiodred 
passions? The eold ioanimate orator is described, by Quintilian, 
speaking with his band under his robe; manum intra paUium coa-
t~. . 

Si:cnoN XL. 
(a) Matemaa il aow dnwing to a coocluaion, and, therefore, 

cans to mind the propoaitioa with which be eet out; viz. tbat the 
dame of ontory is kept alive by fresh materials, and always blazes 
forth in timea of danger and public commotion. The unimpu
aioned etyle, which suited the areopop~ oC Athe01, or the eourts 
of Rome, where the advocate apoke by an bour·glau, doea DOt 
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daerv~ the oame of geouine eloqueaee. The oratiooa' of Cicaa 
b Marcellue, Ligarioe, and king Dejotarua, were apokeo bd'cn 
Cesar, wbeo be was 01uteroftbe Romaa world. lo thole tpeecbes. 
what have we to admire, ucept delicacy ofseatimeot aod elepace 
of diction? How dift'ereot from the tomtat, temput and .,...,_..., 1/ 
paaion, that roueed, inftamed, and eommaaded tbe aeaate, ... 
tbe people, againat Catiline and Marc Aotooy! 

(6) For tbe account of Cicero's death by VelleiDI Patereuha, 
tee a. nii. note (e). Juveoal aserib~s tbe murder of the gmt 
Boman orator to the aec:ood Philippic againat Antony. 

---·---Ridenda poemata malo, 
Quam te conspicuz divina Philippica famz, 
Volveriaa priml gaa prosima. 

S.t.T. x. nr. 12-'. 

I rather would be M1uius, thraah Cor rhymes 
Like bia; the scorn and scandal of the tims, 
Than the Plailippic, fatally divine, 
Which i• inscrib'd the aecond, abould be mine. 

Dal'Jiu'l JrTU".u. 

Wbat Cicero aaya of Antonius, the celebrated orator, may be ap• 
plied to himself: That bead, which defended-the eommoaweal&b, 
wu abown from that very roatrum, where tbe heads of 10 ma111 
Roman citizen• had beeo saved by hia eloquence. b& hi1 ipN ,.._ 
lril, in quihul illt rt~J~f*blicam conatanta.ime corwl tkjcttdmll..,.. 
.wm capu~ illudfw, o quo mlftl fiUiltoruara riman eapiiG ....,., 
Cicero lk Orator., lib. iii. a. 10. 

S£CTIO!f XLII. 
( o) The urbanity with which the Dialogue ia conducted, aad 

tbe perfect harmeoy with which the apeaken ta~e lene of each 
ether, caD aot but leave a pleasing impresaioa on the miod o( eftJ1 
nader of taate. It bas some resemblance to the conclusion ol 
Ciceto'a Dialogue De NATUU D&ollUM. In both tracta, we 
bave a apecimea of the politeneaa with wbieb tile anc:ieota mana· 
p4l a convenation on the mo.t intereltias aubjeets, ud by the 
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paces of style brought the way of instructing by dialogue into 
faahiou. A modt:m writer, whose poetical genius can not be too 
much admired, chooses to call it afripfJMY vay ctf vrilirag. He 
advises his countrymen to abandon it altogether; And this for a no• 
table reason: because thr Rev. Dr. Hurd (r.ow Bishop of Wor
cesttr) bas shown the true use of it. That the dialogues of that 
amiable writer bave an intrinsic value, can not be denied: they 
contain -a fund of reflection. they allure by the eleganc~ of the 
ltyle, and they bring US into comvauy with men, wbom we wish 
to hear, to koow, and to admire. While we have such conver
sation pieces, not to mention others of the same stamp, both an• 
c:ient and modern. tbe public taste, it may ~e presumed, will not 
easily be tutored to reject a mode of composition, in which the 
pleasing and the usrful are 110 happily blended. The present Dia
logue, it is true, can not be proved. beyond a controversy. to be the 
work of Tacitus; but it is also true, that it can not. .with equal 
probability, be ascribed to any other writer. ltbu been retained 
in almoat every edition of Tacitus; and, for that reuon, claims a 
place in a translation which professes to gin all the works of • 
tine a writer. 

.. 
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CONCLUSION. 

THE Author of these volumes has now gone through the diflieult 
task of translating Tacitu-, with the superadded labour of supple
ments to give continuity to the narrative, and notes to illustrate 
such passages as seemed to want explanation; but be can not lay 
down his pen, without taking the liberty of addreaiog a few 
words to the reader. Aa what he bas to oft"er, relates cbiedy Co 

himself, it shall be very abort. He has dedicated many yean oC 
his life to this undertaking; and though, during the whole time, 
he had the pleasure and the honour of being acquainted with 
many gentlemen of taste and learning, be had no opportunity of 
appealing to their opinion, or guiding himself by their advice. 
Amidst the burry of life, and the various pursuits, in which aA 
are engaged, bow could be hope, that any one would be at leisure 
to attend to the doubts, the difficultiea, and minute niceties which 
must inevitably occur in a writer of so peculiar a genius u Taci
tus? He was unwilling to br a troublesome visiter, and, by eoa
sequence, baa been obliged, throughout tbe wbole of his wort, 
to trust to his own judgment, such as it is. He spared no paiu 
to do all the justice iu his power to one of the greatest writen oC 
antiquity; but whether be bas toiled with fruitless industry, or baa 
in any degree succeeded, must be left to the judgment of others. 

He is now at the end ofbis labours, and ready, after the a
ample of Montesquieu, to cry out with the voyager in Virgil, 
Italiam! ltaliam! But whether be is to land on a peaceful shore; 
whether the men, who delight io a wreck. are to rush upon biaa 
with hoatile pens, which in their hands are pitchforks; wbetlter 
his cargo is to be condemned, and he bimseU' to be wounded, 
maimed, and lacerated, a little time will discover. Such critics 
will act as their nature prompts them. Should they ~ laoHc, Gild 
let .Zip the dogt of eM, it may be s~tid, 
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Quod genua hoe hominum, quzve hune tam barbara morem 
Permittit Patria? Hospitio prohibemur arenz; • 
Bella cient, primaque vetant conailterc: terri. 

861 

This, they may say, is anticipating complaint; but in the wont 
that can bappen, it is tbe only complaint this writer will ever make, 
and the only answer they will ever receive from his pen. 

It is from a very'dift"erent quarter that the translator of Tacitus 
waits for solid criticism. The men, as Pliny observes, who read 
with malignity, are not the only judges, Mq~ eniln soij judicant, 
qui maligne llgunt. The. scholar will see defects, but he will pro
nounce with temper: he will knowtbedifficuhy, and, in some cases, 
perhaps the impossibility, of giving in our language the sentiments of 
Tacitus with the precision and ener_g.v of the original; and, upon tbe 
whole, he will acknowledge that an attempt to make a consider
able addition to En glial! literature, carries with it a plea of some 
merit. While the French could boast of having many valuable trans
lation• of Tacitus, and their most eminent authors were still ex
erting themselves, with eo•ulation, to improve upon their prede
c:euors, the present writer saw, witb regret, that this country bad 
not so much as one translation, which could be read, without dill
pat, by any person acquainted wHb the idiom and structure of 
our language. To aupply tbe deficieacy bas been the ambitioa 

, of the tranalator. He persevered with ardour; but, his work be
ing finished, .ardour subsides, and doubt and anxiety take tbeir 
turn. Whatever the event may be, the conscioua pleasure of hav· 
iog employed his time io a fair endeavour will remain with him. 
For the rest, be submits bit Jaboun to the p11hlic; and, at that 
tribunal, neither ftusbed with hope, nor depreased by fear, he is 
prepared, with duf! acquiescence, to receive a derision, whicb, 
from bis own experience on former occasions, he bas reason to 
penuade him&elf will be founded ia truth aod candour. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL TABLE: 

oa, 

INDEX OF THE NAMES OF PLACES, RIVERS, &c.· 

MENTIONED IN THESE VOLUMES. 

A. 
AcnAu, olltn taken for part of Peloponnesus, but in Tacitus 

cen'"rally lor all Greece. 
AcTIU!r, a promontory of Epirus, now called the Cape of 

Tigolo, famous for the victory of Augustus over ·M. Antony. 
AoouA, a rivl'r rising in thr. country of the GmOM, and in ita 

course separating Malan from the territory of the Venetians, tiJI 
it falls into the Po, about six miles to tbe west of Cremona. It 
is now railed tht Jldda. 

AousuE, a district of Assyria, so called from the river Adiaba; 
, Jldiabeni, the people. 

AouNA, now the Eller; a river that flows near Waldeck, in 
the landgravate or Her.se, and discharges itself into the WeBer. 

ADRIATic, now the gulf of Venice. 
AoRUMETVM, a Phrenician colony in Africa, about seventeen 

miles lrom Leptia Mmor. 
Eour, a people of Ancient Gaul, near what is now called 

&lim, in Lo~ver Burgundy. 
EaE.t:, a maritime town of Cilicia; now .8itJ3 Kala. 
EauN Su, a piU't of the Mediterranean which lies between 

Greece and Asia Minor; now the .tlrchipdago. 
&GtvM, a city of Greece, ill the PcJoponnaua; now tbe .Mt~rta . 

• 
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Erma, a river rising in the country of the Grilonr, ud na
aing thence ioto the Danube • 

.iEQVJ, a people of Ancient Latium. 
AFRICA generally means in Tacitus that part, which was mlde 

a proconsular province. of which Carthage was !Jie capital, now 
the territory of Tunis. 

AGRIPPINENsts CoLONIA, so called from Agrippina, the daap
ter of Germanicua, mother of Nero, and afterwards wife of the 
emperor Claudiua. This plaee is DOW called Cologne, sitaale a. 
the Rbine. 

ALBA, a town of Latium, ia Italy, the reaideace of the Alba 
kings, destroyed by Tullos Hostilius. 

ALBANIA, a country of Asia, bounded on the west by Iberia, a. 
the east by the Caspian Sea, on the south by Armenia, and on tbe 
north by Mount Caucasus. 

ALIIINGANV!IIj DOW .8lbinp, to the west of the terrilorJ o( 

Genoa, at tbe mouth of tbe river Cente. 
ALaas, no'v the Elbe; a river that rises io the confioea of Si1ai1J, 

and, after a wide circuit, falla into the German eea below H.. 
burgh. 

ALBIVIII INTBIIELIUM; DOW Yinlimiglia, IOUtb-weat of tbe 
territory of Geaoa, with a port on tbe Mediterranean, betweea 
.Moooeo and S. &mo. 

ALEsu, a town in Celtic Gaul, situate on a hill. It wu 
besieged by Julius Cesar. See his Commeotariea, lib. vii. Ln. 

Au:uNoau, a principal city of EcJpt, built by Aleuader 
the Great, oo the Mediterranean; famous for the library be
gun by Ptolemy Philadelpbus, aad couiatiag at leut ot NYea 

hundred thousand volumes, till io Cesar's . espeditioa it wu de
stroyed by fire. 

ALtao, a fort built by Druaul, the father of Germuic11, ia 
the part of Germany. now called Westphalia, aear the citi .C 
Paderbom. 

ALLu, a river of Italy, running into the Tiber, about forty 
miles from Rome; famou for tbe slaughter of the Boaaa11 bJ abe 
Gaull, under Breoou. 
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.AI.LoBROGJ:t, a peeple of Narboa Gaul, sitaate betwtea tbe 

Rbodaous and the Lacus Lemaous. 
ALPs, • raose or hi~h mouotaiot Hpantio, Italy from Gaul 

and Germany. They are distinguished into dift'ereot parts, uDder 
eeveral names, such as, the Marili~~~e .!Jlps, near Genoa; the Cot
lion .llJps, aeperati~ Dauphine from Piedmont; ·the 01-aimt.l.llps, 
bepnaiog from Mouat Ceoit, where the Cottitm terminate, and 
e:ltendiog to Great St. Bernard; the PmMr&t JJ/.p8, esteadinc from 
west to east to the Rhdioa .8lps, the .lllpt• X~, and the Pan
raonian Jllps, at far as the sprio's of the Kulpt. Tbeir height i~ 
tome placea is almost incredible. They are called Jllp1, from 
Jl~, a Celtic term for high mouataios. · 

AI.Tnro11, a town in the territory of Venice, on the Adriatil, 
now in ruins, e:a:cept a tower, still retaining the name of Jlltino. 

AIIAIWs, a mountain of Syria, separating it froDJ Cilicia; now 
calltd Moratapa Jlfer01 by the inhabitants; that is, the watery 
mountain, abounding io springs and rivulets. 

AJuTBUs, a maritime town of Cyprus, consecrated to Venus, 
with an ancient temple of Adonis and Venus: it .is now called 
Limiuo. 

AMAzoNIA, a country near the river Tbermodon, in Pontus. 
Alnsu., now the Enu; a river of Germany that falls into the 

German sea, near Emb.Xn. 
Alloaeos, an island in the Egeao sea, now Amorgo. 
AIIYDts, a town near the gulpb of that name, on the coast of 

Latium in Italy. 
ANAeiu&, a town of ancient Latium; now .8napi, thirty-sis: 

mile• to the east of Rome. 
ARcoiu., a port town in Italy, situate oo the gulf of Venice. 
A!mECA VI, IIOW Jlnjou. 
AREJIUBJUJI, a promontory of Cilicia, with a maritime town 

of the aame name near it. See Pompooius Mela. 
beRJVABJARs, a German people, situate oa the west side of the 

We~er, near Omcaburg and Manden. 
btiB.Un, a people of Germany. 
Atmocs, or ANTIOCHIA, the capital of Syria, called Epi· 
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tlapbe, to dittinguiab it from other cities of the name of Aatiodl. 
It is oow called Anlakia. 

AnlPOLis, now .8nlibu, on the coast of Proveoce, about three 
1eagues to the west of .Nice. 

Aftnuu, a city of the ancient Volsci, situate oo the Tuscaa 
Sea; the birth-place of Nrro. Two Fortunes were worshipped 
there, whieb Suetonius calls Fortunm .8nli4lu, and Martial, &- . 
.-~~ru &alii. Horace'• Ode to I•'ortuoe is well know~-

0 Dit~tJ gratum qum rtgil .8nlium. 

, ~e place is now called Capo d' .llnzo. 
ANTON A, oow the .llf10JI. See Camden • 

. 4-Aoasr, a people inhabiting near the Palus Meotis;. now the 
eastern 1•art of Tartary, bt>tween the Ntiper and the Don. 

AP AM EA., a city of Phrygia, near tbe banks of the Meander; 
DOW .llphion-Kara-Huar. 

APENNurus, now the .llptnnint, a ridge of mountains running 
through the middle of Italy, extremely high, yet short of the .Jllp~. 
Its name is Celtic, signifying a bigh mountain. 

APHaoouuil, a town of CaritJ io Thract, on the Euxine. 
APOLLOJ.'UDIA, a city of Lydia. 
APULIA, a territory of Italy, along the gulf of\' enice; now Cop

itcmatt Olranlo, &c. 
AQuru:u, a large city of the Veneti, and formerly a Roman 

. colony, near the river Natiso, which runs into the gulfofVeoice. 
AQunrux, a town of the Ancient Latins; now .llquino, but al· 

most in ruins. 
AQUJTANu, a division of Ancient Gaul, bounded by the Ga

nmma (now Garontat), by the Pyrenees, and the ocean. 
ARABIA, an extensive country of Asia, reaching from Egypt to 

Cbaldca. It is divided into three parts, .llrobia PetrtM, Duerta aad 
Feliz • 

.Aua, or ARARls, a river of Gaul; now the Saotat. 
ARAns, a river of Mesopotamia, which runs from north to 

south, and falls into the Euphrates. 
ARBELA, a city of Assyria, famous for the battle between Alex· 

ander aod Darius. 
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AJtcA.DaA., an inland district in tbe heart of Pelopoonuus; 
mountainous, and only fit for pasture; therefore celebrated by bu· 
colic or pastoral poets. · 

AllDEN, Jlrdumna, in Tacitus; the forest of Arden. 
ARENA.CUM, an ancient town in the island of Batavia; now 

J.lmheim, in Guelderlaod. 
ARicu, a town of Latium in Italy, at the foot of Mons Alba

nus, about a hundred and sixty stadia from Rome. The grove, 
called .aricinum Ntmw, was in tbe vicinity. 

Alln, a people of Asia. · 
ARIMINUM, a town of Umbria, at the mouth of tbe river Ari

minus, on the gulf of Venice. 
ARMENIA., a kingdom of Asia, having Albania and Iberia to 

the north, and Mount Taurus and Mesopotamia to the south: di
vided into the GauTEa, which extends eashvard to the Caspian 
Sea; and the LEssEa, to the west of the GREATER, and separated 
from it by the Euphrates; now called Turconmnia. 

AaNus, a river of Tuscany, which visits Florence in its course, 
and falls into the sea near Pisa. 

AaSA.NJU, a river of tbe Gu:A.TER ARMENIA., running between 
Tigranocerta and Artaxata, and falling into the Euphrates •. 

AaTA.XA.TA., the capital of Armenia, situate on tbe river Araxcs. 
AaVERNJ, a people of Ancient Gaul, inhabiting near the Loire; 

tbeir chief city .at~emum, now Clermont, the capital of .llurJergne. 
AscA.LON, an ancient city of the Philistines, situate on the 

Mediterranean; now Scalona. 
AscasuaGJUM, a citadel on the Rhine, where the Romans sta

tioned a camp and a garrison. 
ATEsTE, a towo in the territory of Venice, situate to the south 

of Patavium. 
Anu, a town of the Veneti, on the river Tartarus, between the 

Padus and the Athesis, now the .adige. 
Auausu T A.URJNORUM, a town of the Taurini, at tbe foot of 

the Alps; now Turin, tbe capital of Pitdmoot. 
AuausTODUNUM, the capital of the JEdui; now .l.lutun, in the 

dutcby of Burgundy. It took its name from Augustus Ca:sar. 

TOL. vr. 47 
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Auau, ao ancient town of Spain; now Orm.e, in Galicia. 
AuzEA, a strong castle in Mauritania. 
A VENTrcuM, the capital of tbe Helvetii; by the Germua c.W 

Wijlisburg, by tbe French .a~. 

B. 
BACTRIANJ, a ptople inhabiting a part or Asia, to tlJe south o( 

the river O:.cus, whi'b runs from east to west, into tbe Caspiaa 
Sea. 

BAI.t:, a villagt of Campania, between the promoetory o( 

Misenum and Puteoli (now Pozzuolo), nine miles to the west of 
Naples. 

BALEARES, ~ cluster of islands in tbe l\lediterraneaa, ofwbida 
Majorca and .l~finorca are the chief. 

BuT.&JlNI, a people of Germany, who led a wandrring life ia 
the vast regions between the Viltula and the Pontic Sea. 

BATAVIA, llD island formed by two brancbts or the Rhine, and 
the German Sea. See Annals, book ii, s. 6; and Manners oftbe 
Germans, s. xxix. note (a). 

BATAVODURUM, a town in the island of Batavia; now, as som~ 
of the commentators say, Wyk-te-Duurstede. 

BEBRYACUM, or BE DRY .&cuM, a village situate betweea Verooa 
and Cremona; famous for two successive defeats; that of Otbo, 
and soon aRer that of Vitelli us. 

BELGIC GAuL, the country between the Seine and the Maroe 
to tbe west, the Rhine to tbe east, and the German sea to tbe 
north. 

B~:anus, now Banll, in Phrenicia. 
BETA&u, tbe people inhabiting the country now called Brobant. 
BtTHtNJA, a proconsular province of ,Asia Minor, bounded on 

the north by the Euxine and the PrOpontic, adjoining to Troaa. 
over-against Thrace; now Beuangial. 

Boli:TJcA, one of the provinces into which Augustus Caar di
vided the Farther Spain. 

Bon, a people of Celtic Gaul, in the country now called Bow-
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boMoit. There was ~!eo a natioo of the same name· in Oermaoy. 
See Mannen of tbe G11rmans, 1. 18. 

Bcmtu, now BonA, in the electorate of Cologr&e. 
BoNoNu, called by Tacitus .Bononimris; now Bolopt~, capi

ta) of the Bolognese in Italy.· 
BosPHOIUNJ, a people bordering on the Euxine;· the Tarlarl. 
Bosraoaus, two straits of the sea eo called; one Bolphorm 

ThrCJciul, now lht straill of Corastantinople; the other Bosphortu 
Cimmeriw, now the straits of Caffa. 

Bovau..a, a town of Latium, near Mount Albaau•; about ten 
.miles from Rome, on tbe Appi3n Road. 

Baao.t!ffts, &he ancient inhabitants of Yorkshire, IAncMiam, 
Dwham, Wutmoreland, and Cumberland. 

BuxELLUM, the &own where Otho diepatched himeelf after tbe 
defeat at &driacum; now Brestllo, in the territory of Reggio. 

Baaxu., a town of Italy, on chi• side of the Po; now Brueia. 
Baucnau111, a people of Germany, situate in Westphalia. 

See the Mannen oftbe Germans, a. nxiii. note (a). 
Bau!fousJUII, a tewn of Calabria, with an escellent harbour, 

at the entrance of the Adriatic, aft'ordiog to the Romarls a com
modious pass~e t9 Greece. Tbe Via Appia ended at this &own. 

- Now Brindili, in the territory of OtrMllo, ia the kin,dom of Na
ples. 

BYZAl'ITIUJI, a city of Thrace, on the narrow strait that sepa· 
rates Europe from Asia; now C'orulcualinople. See Annale, :1ii. s. 
68. 

c. 
C&:LALET&:, a people of Thrac:e, near Mount Demus. ..-
C&:RACATEs, probably the diocese of Mayenu. 
C.a:uau, a maritime toft'n in Palestine; now Kaisarii. 
C..t:suN FoREST, now the Forest of HestNaldt, in tilt- ducbJ 

of Cleves. It is supposed to be a part of the Hercynian Forest. 
CALABRIA, a peninsula or Italy, between Tarentum and Bruo

dusium; now the territory of Otranto, in thr' kingdom of Naples. 
CAMELODUftUM, said by eome to be JJ-fulJen in Essex, but by 
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Camden, alld others, Colclauter. It was made a Romaa ·coJoay 
under the emperor Claudius; a place of pleasure ntber tbaa ol 
sftength, adorned with apleodid works; a theatre and a temple oL 
Claudius. 

C.&MEB.IUM, a city in the territory of the Sabioes; now de
stroyed. 

CAMPANIA, a territory of Italy, bounded on tbe west by the 
Tuscan Sea. The most futile and delighlful part of Italy; no" 
called Terra di IAtJoro. 

C.lNGJ, the inhabitants of Cheshire, and part of Lanc .. hire. 
CANJNEFATEs, a people of the Lower Germany, from tbe same 

origin as the Batavia11s; and inhabitant. of the west part of the 
isle of Batavi3; 

C.&rcorus, a city of the Lower Egypt, situate on a braoc:h of 
tbe Nile called by the same name. 

CAPPADOCJA, a large country in Asia Minor, between Cilieia 
aad tbe Euxine sea. Being made a Roman province, the iO
habitanls hdd an offer made tltem of a free and independent go
vernment; but their answer was, Liberty might suit the Romans, 
but.the Csppadocianswould neither l't'ceive liberty, nor endure it. 

C.&PREA, an island on the coast of Campania, about four miles 
in length from east to west, and about one in breadth. It studs 
opposite to the promontory of Surrmtum, and bas the bay of Na
ples in view. It was the residence of Tiberius for several years. 

CAPUA; now Capoa a city in the · kingdom of Naples; tbe seat 
of pleasure, and the ruin of Hannibal. 

CARMEL, a mountain in Galilee, on the Mediterranean. 
CusuL..£1 a town of Umbria, abouttwenty miles from Meva

nia; now in ruins. 
CARTHAGO, once the most faQ)ous city of Africa, and the rival 

of Rome; supposed by son1e to have been built by queen Dido, 
seventy years after. the foundation of Rome; but Justin will have 
it before Rome. It was the capital of what is now the kingdom 
of !tmu. 

CARTHAGO NovA, a town of HiBptJnia Tarraconenris, or the 
Hither Spain; now Carthagena. 
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CASPIAN SEA, a vast lake between Persia, Great Tartary, 
Muscovy and Georgia, said to be six hundred milts long, aod near 
as broad. 

CuaiOPE, a town in the island of Corcyra (now Coifou ), call
ed at present St. Maria di Cli8Ropo. 

C&nr, a people of Germany, who·inhabited p11rt of the coun
try now called He68e, from the mountains of Hartz, to the W eser 
•d tbe Rhine, 

CAUCI. See Cu&ucr. 
CELENDRis, a place on the. coast of Cilici'a, near the confines 

ofPamphylia. 
C.-:NCHRI..E, a port of Corinth; situate abouth· ten miles to

wards the east; now Kenkiri. 
Cs:NcHars, a river running through the Ortygian Grove. 
Cli:REIN&, an island in the Mediterranean, to the north of the 

Syrtis Minor in Africa; now called Kerluni. 
Cn&LCEDON, a city of Bithynia, situate at the mouth of the 

Euxine, over-against Byzantium. It was called the City of 1M 
Blind. See Annals, J:ii. s. 6S. 

CH&Uct. a people of Germany, inhabiting what we now call 
EMt Friesland, Brenw~, and Lunenburg. See Maooers of the 
Germans, a. S5. 

Csnusc.&Ns, a great and warlike people of Ancient Germany, 
to the north of the Catti, between the Elbe and the Wuer. 

CrBYRA, formerly a town of Phrygia, near the banks of the 
Maeander, but now destroyed. 

Crucu, an extensive country in the Hither Asin, bounded by 
Mount Taurus to the north, by tbe Mediterranean to the south, 
by Syria to the east, and by Pamphylia to the west. It was one 
of the provinces reservrd for the management of the emperor. 

CrNrmuru, a peeple of Africa. 
Crus&, a town of Phocis, near Delphi, sacred to Apollo. 
CrRRHus, a town of Syria, in the district of Commageae, and 

aot far from Antioch. 
CraT&, formerly the capital of Numidia, and the residence of 

tbe king. It is now called Constantina, in the kingdom of Algiers. 
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CuT.~:, a people of Cili«'ia, near Mount TaUI'WI. 
CLtJNIA, a city in the Hither Spain. 
CoLcuos, a country of !\sia, on the ea!lt of the Enine, ramo. 

for the fable of the _Golden }'Ieece, the Arpautic Expeditio8, 
and thl' Fair Enchantress, Medea. 

CoLOPHoN, a city of Ionia, in the Hither Asia. Oae o(tbe 
places, that claimed the birth of Homer; now destroyed. 

CQMMAGENE, a district of Syria, bounded oo the east by eM 
Euphrates, on the west by Amanus, and oo the nortb by MDHt 
Taurus. 

Coos. See Cos. 
CoacrRA, an island in the Adriatic; now Cqrfqu. 
CoRJNTuus, a city of Acbaia, on the south part of the iatba• 

which joins Peloponnesus to the contu&ent. ·From ias litaatioa 
between too seat, Horace says, 

Bimarine Corinthi mo:nia. 

The city was taken and burnt to the ground by Mummius, tile 
Roman general, A. U. C. 608. It was afterwards restored to itl 
ancient splendour, and made a Roman colony. It retains the 
name of Corinth. 

Couu; a river in Asia; mentioned by Tacitus only. 
CoRSICA, an island in the part of the Mediterranean called the 

Sea of Liguria, in length from north to south about an hundred 
and fifty miles, and about fifty where broadest. To the south it 
is separated from Sardinia by a narrow channel. 

Cos, or Coos, one of the islands called the Cyclades, in tilt 
lEgean sea, famous for being the birth place of Apelles; now 
Stan Co. 

Cou, a promontory of Etruria; now Mt1nle .Drgmtaro, ia 
Tuscany. 

Cu:MERA, a river of Tuscany, faJiing into the Tiber, a little to 
tbe north of Rome, rendered famous by the alaogbter of tbe 
Fabii. 

CREMONA, a city of Italy, built A. U. C. 586, and afterwards, 
in the year 822, rased to the ground by the army of V eepaaiad, 
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in tile war with Vitellius. It was soon rebuilt by the citizens, 
wi~ the extortions of Vespasian. It is now a flourishing city iu 
the duchy of Milan, and retains the name of Cremona. · 

CuM£, a town of Campania, near Cape Miaenum, famous for 
the cave of the Cumean Sybil. 

Cusua, a river in Hungary, that falls into the Danube. 
CrcLADES, a cluster of islands iu the lF.gean Sea, so .called 

from Cytlu, the orb in which they lie. Tl1eir names and number 
are not ascertained. Strabo reckons sist~en. 

Cno;, a maritime town of &<Ilia in AsH!. 
Cnaus, a noble island opposite to tbe coast o( Syria, formerly' 

sacred to Venus, whence she was called the Cyprian goddess. 
CYRENJ: (now ealled Cutin), the capital of Cyrenaica, a dis

trict of Africa, now the Dei#Jf't Dj Barca. It stood about eleveo 
miles from the sea; and bad an excellent harbour. 

ClKH&:BA, an islaad situated on the coast of Peloponnesus, 
formerly aaered to V enua, and thence her name of C~ll~nea. The 
island is now called Ctrigo. 

CrTHNus, one of the islands called the Cyclades, in tbe Mgean 
SeL · 

Crzacus, a city or Mysia, in the hither Asia, rendered famous 
by tbe long siege of Mitbridates, which at last Wlls raised by 
LueaiiUJ. 

D. 
DACIA, a country extending between the Danube and the Car

pathian mountains to the mouth of the Danube, and to the Eu
xine, comprising a part of Uppt:r Hungary, Transylvania, and 
Moldavia. The inhabitao&s or the west, towards Germany, were 
called Daca; those to the east towards the Euxine were called 
Gttm. The whole country was reduced by Trajan to a Roman 
province. 

DAH£, a people of Scythia, to tbe south of the Caspian with 
the Massagete on ttie easl Virgil calls them indomitique DaAce. 

DALMATIA, an extensive country bordering on Macedonia aod 
Mlesia, aad having the Adriatic to the south. 
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DANDARID.£, a people bordering on the Enine. Brotier say• 
tbat some vestiges of tbe nation, and its name, still esist at a place 
called Dandan. · 

DANUBE, the largest rivtr in Europe. It rises in Suabia, ancl 
afkr visiting Bavaria, Austria, Hungary, and taking tbeace a pro
digious circuit, falls at last into the black or Eu:a:ine sea. See 
Manners oftb" Gt-rmans, s. i. note (g). 

DELos, the central iala~td of the Cyclades, famous in mytholo
gy for the birth of Apollo and Diana. 

DELPHI, a famous inland town of Phocis in Greece, with a 
temple and oracle of Apollo, ~ituate near the foot of Moa~t Par
nasaus. 

D&:NTHELIATE LANDs, a portion of thf" Peloponnesus tbat lay 
between Laconia and Messenia; often disputed by those states. 

DERMONA, a river of Gallia Transpadana; it runs into tbe 01-
lius (now Oglio), 11nd through that channel into tbe Po. 

Dtvoouauar, a.town in Gallia Belgica, situate on tbe Moselle, 
on tbe spot wbue .Metz now stands. 

DoNUBA, or DoNnA, an island in the lEgean Sea, not far from 
Nazos. Virgil baa, Bacchalamqut jugis Nazcm, t~iridemque Dony
lam. 

DYRRACHIUM, a town on tbe coaat of lllyrieum. Ita port an
swered to tbat of Brundusium, affording a convenient passage to 
Italy. · 

E. 
EcBATANA, the capital of Media; now Hamedan. 
EoEsu, a town of Mesopotamia; now Orrhoa, or Orfa. 
ELEPHANTINE, an island in the Nile, not tar from Syene; at 

which last place stood the most advanced Roman garrison: No
litia Jmperii. 

ELEU&Js, a district of Attica near the sea-coast, sacred to Ceres, 
where the Eleusinian mysteries were performed; now in ruins. 

ELYM.£1, a people bordering on the gulf of Persia. 
EMF.RtrA, a city of Spain; now .Merida, in the province of Es

lramadoura. 
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Eras:aus, an aocierit aod celebrated city of Ionia, io Asia Mi
aor; aow Efa~~. It wu tbe birth-place of HencJitua, the weep
big phiiC*pher. 

i'IIDAPHftl:, a totta in Syria, not far from Aatioeb. 
EPouDt.a, a towo at the foot of the Alpt, aftenfarda a Bomaa 

colony; aow .Iuria Of !wa, a city of Pledmoa&. 
EaaftDE, a river of Asia, mentioned by Tacitus only. 
Elu'l'ldl.£, a maritime town of looia, io Asia Minor. 
ETRURIA, a district of Italy, exteoding from the boundary ef 

Lipria to the Tiber; now Tfllcany. 
EUBou, an islaod oear the coast of Auka;, oow Xegr-opont. · 
EuPHRATEs, a river of Asia, uoivew:sally allowed to take its rise 

in Armeoia Major. It dividea ioto two branches, one running 
diJOUSb Babyloo, aod the o&Jaer throup Seleucia. It bouodt Me-
10potamia on the 'well. 

Eu.JJMEt or PoRTUa Euxnwa; oolt the Black Sea. 

F. 
FERENTIIWIIrf, a towo of Latium~ io I tal]; oow Fcnntino, in 

the Campania of Rome. 
FEREMTUM, a town of Etruria; oow Ftrenli. 
FEMNu., a towa io Etruria • 

. FaDEN.£, a small town io the tenitory of the Sabinea, about 
si:s: miles to tbe oortb of Rome. The place where tbe ruioa of 
Fideoe are seen, is oow called Castello Giubileo. 

FLAMMINIAM W u, made by Flammioius A. U. C. 6SS, from 
Rome to Jlriminul, a town of Umbria, or Romaoa, at the mouth 
of the river Ariminus, on the gulf of Venice. It is now called Ri· 
mini. 

Fu:nua, a branch of the Rbioe, that eo1ptied itself into the 
Lakes, which have been long since absorbed by tbe Zuycltrzu.. A 
castle, called Flewm CIJIUllum, was built there bt Draaus, the fa-
ther of Germanicus. ' 
Foaan~ a maritime town ofltaly, to the touth-easl of Cajela. 

The ruins of tbe place are still vjsible. 
FoaOJuuuM. See Foau11 Juuuw. · 
YOL. VI. 48 
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, FoRUM ALLtErn, DOW Ferrare, on the Po. 
FoRUM JuLtux, a Roman coloay in Gaal, founded by Juli• 

Cesar, and completed bf Augustus, witb an barbour at the mouth 
of the river .llrgma, capable of receiving a large fleet. The raiu 
of two moles at the entrance of the barbour are still to be eeea. 
See- Life of Agricola, a. iv. note (a). Tbe place is aow called 
Frtjus. 

F~1sn, the .ancieot inhabitant. of Frielltllld. See Maaoen ol 
tbe Germans. 

FUI'WANI Mol.'n'Es, now Fondi, a city of Naples, on tbe coa· 
fines of the Pope'• dominions. 

G. 
GABu, a town of Latium, between Rome and Preneate. A par

ticular manner of tucking up the gown, adopted by the Romaa 
consuls when they declartd war or attended a aacrifice, wu call
ed Cindw Gabinul. The place now enin't. 

G.t:TULI, a people or Africa, bordering on Mauritania. 
GALAn.&, or GALLOGR.t:cr.&, a country of Asia Minor, Jyior 

between f'appadocia, PtmluB, and Paphlagonia; now caJied 
Chiang are. 

GALILJEA, the northern part of Canaan, or Palestine, bounded 
on the north by Phtmicia, on the south by Samaria, on the east 
by the Jordan, and on the west by the Mediterranean. 

GALLU, the country of ancient Gaul, now France. It was di
vided by the Romans into Gallia Cisalpina, viz. Gaul on the lta
lia~J side of the Alps, with the Rubicon for its boundary to the 
south. It was also called Gallia Togala, from the use made by 
the inhabitants oftbe Roman Toga. It was likewise called Gallia 
Trarupodana, or Cispadana, with respect to Rome. The seeond 
great division of Gaul was Gallia Transalpina, or Ulterior, bei~, 
with respect to Rome, on the other side of the .Alps. It was also 
ealle~ Gallia Comala, from the prople wearing their bair long, 
which the Romans wore abort. The southern part was G.&LLu. 
NARBONENSJs, .N'arbon Gaul, called likewise Braceata, from the 
use of braccre, or breeches, which were no part of the. Romu 
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tlftts; now Ltmguedoe, Dmapi&U..,, and Pf'OMiu. For the other 
divisions of Gaul on this aide of the Alps, iuto Otdlia .Btlgico, 
Celtiea, .flquittmica furtber aubdivided by Augustus, see the Mao· 
Den of the Germana, a. i. note (a)· . 

GARAIIENTU, a people in the inttrior part or Africa, extending 
over a vast tract of country at present little known. 

GAJUzaM, a mountain of Samaria, famous for a temple built on 
it by permissioa or Alexander the Great. 

GELDUBA, not far from Noves&um (now NUt)', in the electorate 
or Cologne) on the west side of the Rhine. 

GEMONa..t:, a place at Rome, into which were thrown the bo
dies of malefactors. 

GERMANIA, ancient Germany, bounded on the e11t by the Vis· 
tala (the WriiHl), oo abe north by the Oceaa, oa the west by 
the Rhine, and on the aouth by tbe Danube. A great part of Gaul, 
aloos the west aide or the Rbi.ne, waa also called Germany by 
Auguatus Cesar, Omru.mia Cilrhenano., and by him distinguished 
iDto Upptr aod l.otM.f' Gmmmy. 

GOTHONEa, a people of aocient G«-rmaay, who inhabited part 
of Poland, aod bordered oa tbe Vistula. 

GuaA!' ALPa, Graie Alpea, auppoae,J to be called from the 
Greeks who settled there. See ALrs. 

I 

Gu!Ufl£1, a town of tbe Batavi, on .the rigbt aide or tbe v a-
hal is (now the JJ' tual , io the territory of Utrecht. 

GuoERtn, a people originally from G«-rmany, inhabiting part 
of the duchy of Cleves and Gueldre, between the Rhine and the 
Meuse. 

GT .uua, one of the ialaads called the Cyclodu, rendered fa· 
mous by being allotted for the banishment of Roman citizens. 
Juveoal says, .f1udt Gliquid breftbw Gyc&ril, d careen cfipum, a 
.U •e aliquV. 

II. 
H.aaws, MouNT, a ridge of mountains running from lllyrieam 

towards the Euxioe Sea; now JJfont ~gmtaro. 
H..t:MONADENIIAIU, a people bordl'rinJ on Cilicia. 
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HAUO.A,U.UIUI, the capital of Carie, ita Ali• Mlaor, r ..... 
for being the birth place of Herodotul aod Dioayaiua, coamoaly 
called /Ji.onyriul HalWraCNtmriB. 

HELVETn, a people in the ntighbourbood of the Alloblopl. 
aituate on the aoutb-weat aide of the Rhine, end eeParated fnm 
Gaul by the Rhodaous. and Lacua Lemanus. 

HENJOCHIANI, a people dwelling aear the .Eu1ine Sea. 
HERcuLANEUM, a town of Caa1pania, near Mount V ~ 

awallowed up by an earthquake. Several aatiquilies bnt beea 
lately dug out of the ruins. 

HERCYl'iiAl'f Foa&tT: in the time of Julius Cesar, lite breadth 
could not be traversed in le88 than nine days; and after tl'llvelliac 
len~h'!ays for eiuy days, no man reKbed the extremity. Cear, 
De Bdl. Gall. lib. vi. s. !9. 

HE.IUIUNDURI, a people of Germany, in pert of what is oow 
called Upper Saxony, bounded oo the aortb by tbe riYer &J., oa 
the eall by the Elhc. and on tbe aoutb by the DCIIfllbe. 

.H•Eu·CA:sABEA, a cily in Lydia, famOUJ for a temple to die 
Peraiao Diana, suppoeed to ban been built by Cypm. 

HuuLJa, a town of Scptica in the Farther Spam; POW &.illc 
iD&claluiM. 

lbsuNu. Spain, otherwise called 1Nri4, from the ri•er De
""· It ba~ thesea on every side, excepttbat next to Gawl, from 
which it is eepar11ted by the Pyreu.. Duri11g the tiw of the 
republic, the whole country wae divided into two provinces, Ul· 
Cerior, and Cilmor. tbe FCirlhtr 8Jid KtJ/tn Spain. Auptua Ill· 
vided tbe Farther Spain into twoprov~DCJS, .&zlw and I.Airil-.. 
The Hither Spain he called Tarraeonaruil, aad thea SpUa wu 
formed ioto tblt'e proYioces; .Bmma •oder tbe manage•at ofdae 
Haate; and the other two reserved for ~n eppoiatod bJ the 
prince. 

HosnLu, a village on the Po; now Ostiglia, io tbe neighbour· 
hood of Cremona. 

Hn..u•, a small city io Lydia, oow rastd to the ground. 
HncANu., a country of the Farther Asia, to tbe e11t of &lao 

Caspian Sea, with ~fedia on the west, and Parthia on the lOUth; 
Camoue for its. tigers. There wu a city of the nme aame in Lydia. 
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I. 
IBEau., an inland country of Asia; bounded by Mount Cauca

ius on~ the north, by Albania on the east, by Colchis and part of 
Pontus on the west, and by Armenia 1 on the south. Spain was 
also called Iberia, from the rivt>r lberus; now the Ebro. 

IBEaus, a noble river ()f the Hither Spain; now the Elwo. · 
lcENI, a ~ople of Britain; no,v'Essez, Suffolk, and JV'Of'.!olk. 
luctr, another name for ancitnt Troy. A new city, nearer to 

ibe sea, was built aner the famous siege of Troy~ and made a 
Roman colony. But, as was said of the old city, Etiam ptriire ... 
"'iM. 

I 

ILLnlcuM, tbe country bttween Panoonia to the north, and 
the Adrialic to the south. It is now comprised by Dalmatia and 
SclatJonia, under the respective dominion o_f the Venetians ancl 
the Turks. 

IN&UBRu, a country ofGallia Cisalpina; now the .Milanese. 
INTEMELJUM. See ALBIUM INTEMEJ.JUirl. 
INTER.unu, an ancient town of the Volsci in Latium, not far 

from the river Liris. It is now in ruins. 
IoNIAN Su, the sel that washes the western coast of Greece, 

opposite to the gulf of Venice. 
lsrcHt, a people bordering on the Euxine, towards the east. 
lsTBu, an island in the gulf of Ve~ice, still retaining its an

' eient name. There was also a town of the same name near the 
mouth of the later, on the Euxine Sea. 

lrou:.&, a Transjordan district of Palestine, vow Baca.r. 

J. 
JAPRA, a strong place, both by nature and art, in the Lower 

Galilee, not far from Jotapala; now Sapltet. ' · 
JAZYGEs, a ~ople of Sarmatia Europea, situate on this side 

of the Palos Meotis, near the territory of Maroboduus, the Ger· 
11an king. · 

JuGANTEs, said by Camden to be the same as the Brigantu; 
bat Brotier thinks it probable that they ~ere a distinct people. 
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L. 
LA.cus Lt:MAmrs, oow the Ltrlu of Gtft#JM. 
L.a.~tGOB.UlDI, a people ofGernaany, between the Elbe and tbt 

Odtr, in part ol wbat is now called BrGftdenburt. 
LAifUVJtJM, a town of L:Jtium, about sixteen miles from Rome; 

DOW Civita .1Af1inia. · 
L.a.ooJcEA, a town of Pbr~ia, called, to dittinguiab it fi'OII 

other cities of tbe same name, Laodiua ad Lyeum. Spoo, ia bil 
account of his travels, says it is rased to the ground, escept foar 
theatres built with marble, finely polished, and in u good coadi· 
tion as if thr.y were modern structures; now called ·Ladik. 

L.a.ooacu AD MARE, a t'onsiderable town on the eout of Syria,. 
well built, with a commodious harbour. 

LATIUM, the country· of the Latini, so callecl from king Latioas; 
cootaintd at lint within narrow bounds, but greatly enlarged aa
der the Alban kings and the Roman consuls, b1 the aceeesioa oi 
tbe lEqui, Volaci, Homiei. &c. 

LECH..t:tJM, the west port of Corinth, which the people used for 
their Italian trade, as they did Cend&r12 for their eutero or Asiatic. 

Luna: there were in Africa two ancient cities of the name, 
Lqtu magna, and Ltptu parTJa. The lint (now called Ltbula) 
was io the territqry of Tripoli; the second, a town on the Medi
terranean, not far from Carthage. 

Li:sBOa, an island in the lEgean Sea, near the coast of Alia; 
the birth-place of Sappbo: oow called Meltlin. 

LEuc1, a people of Gallia Belgica, to the north of the Lingooes, 
betwce~ the Moselle and the Meuse. 

LtGERI&; now the IAire. 
LIGUJUA, a country of Italy, divided into the maritime, Lip 

Ora; and the inland Liguria; both between the Ape~nioe to the 
south, the Maritime Alps to the west, and the Po to the north. It 
contained what is now called Ferrara, and the tmiloriu of GeuG. 

LaNGONE&, a people of Gallia Belgica, inhabiting the country 
about l.Angru and Dijon. 

LoNGOBARDI, or LANGOBORDJ, a people of Germany, betweea 
the Elbe and the Oder. See ·Mannen of the Germans, •· :d. 
aote (a). 
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LucANu, a c6Uotry of Ancient Italy; now caJied the Barilicate. 
LuGDUNUM, a city of ancient Gaul; now Lyons. 
LuontrNUM BATAVORUM, a town of the Batavi; now Leyden in 

Holland. There was another town of tbe name in Galli11 Celt1ca, 
at the confluence of the Arar (the Scaone) and the Rhodanua (the 
Rhone). The place is now called Lyons. 
. LurriA, a riv~r of Westphalia; now tbe Lippe. 

LusJTANJA, now the kingdom of Portugcal, on tbe west of Spain, 
fo~merly a part of it. 

Lnu, the name given by the Greeks to all Africa; but pro
perly spealiog, it was an interior part of Africa. 

Lrcu, a country in Asia Minor, bounded by Pampbylia, 
Phrygia, and the Mediterranean. 

LYnu, an inland country of Asia Minor, formerly governed by 
Crresus; now CarGBica. 

LYon, an ancient peoplf' of Germany, who inhabited the coua
try now called Silesica, and also part of Polcand. 

M. 
M.&cEDOl'OA, a large country, rendered famous by Philip flf 

Macedon, and his son Al~xander; now a province of the Turkish 
empire, bounded by Servia and Bulgaria to the north, by Greece 
to tbe south, by Thrace and tbe'Archipelago to the east, and by 
Epirus to the west. 

M£oTJs PALus, a Jake of Sarmatia Europ~ea, still known by 
the same name, and reachin~ from Crim Tartary to tbe mouth of 
the Tanais (the Don). 

M.~:su, a district of the ancient lllyricum, bordering on Pan· 
nonia, containing what is now called Bulgaria, and part of Sennca. 

MAGNESIA: there were anciently three cities of tbe name; one 
in Ionia, on the M~eander, which, it is said, was given to Themis· 
tocles by Artaxerxes, with these words, to furnVI& his talllt villa 
bread; it is now called GuzJ. Hillard, in Asiatic Turkey; tbe &e• 

cood was at the foot of Mount Sipylus, in Lydia; but bas beea 
destroyed by earthquakes: the third, Magnesin, was a maritiiJ_le 
town ofTbcasaly, on the .lEgean Sea. 
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M&CORTIACUII, a town of Gallia; now .Mttdz, lituate at- the 
' c:onftuence of the Rhine and the·Maine. 

Ma<:oouauH, a village of Gallia Bclgiea; oow Duma oa tbe 
Rotr. 

Mucoii.&Jn&to, a people of GermHy, between the Rbioe, the 
Danube, and tbe Neekar. Tbey remoYed to tbe' coootry of the 
Boii, and having expelled tbe inhabitants, occupied the eoaDtry 
uow caJied Bolattrrita. See Mannen of the Germaos, s. xlii. 

MARDI, a people of tbe Farther Alia, near the Cupiaa Sea. 
M.unnH& ALPs. See ALPS. 
MAaucl, a people in the north ol Batavia, inhabitiirg the sea· 

c:oaat. 
MARsl, a people of Italy, who dwelt round the Laeas FaeioU.. 

Another people called Mani, in Germany to tbe south of the 
Friaii, in tbe country now called PaderborM and ..Muutcr. 

MutJLLI.&, a town of Gallia Narbooensit, fOrmerly celebrated 
for polished manners aud learning; oow Marrrillel, a port ton 
of Provence. 

MAnuel, a branch of tbe Catti in Germany. Their capital 
wwow•- "' 

MATI'IUM, supposed now to be Marpourg io He~~t. 
MAURITANIA, a large region of Africa, elltending from eut te 

west along the Mediterranean, divided by the emperor CJaudi• 
into Cresarittaris, the eastern part, and TingilCMG, the western. It 
had Numidia to the east, and Getulia to tbc aouth; and was abo 
bounded by the Atlantic oeeau, the straits of Gibraltar, and the 
Mediterranean to the north. Tbe nativee were called Mauri, aacl 
tben~e the name of Mauritania; DOW Barbary. 

MEDIA, a country of the Farther Alia, bounded oo the wat 
by Armenia, on the east by Parthia, on the north by the Cupiu 
Sea, on the aoutb by Persia. EcbatOtUJ wu ~ capital. 
, M&DIOLANUM, now Milan in Italy. 

M&DIOJU'I'JUCI, a people of Gallia Belgica; now the dioceee oC 
Mentz. 

MELITENE, a city of Cr.ppadocia. 
M&HP&Is, a cit1 of Egypt, famoua for ita pJramide. 
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MENAPII, a people of Belgia: now Brabant and Flanclirs. 
Ms:soPOTUUA, a large country in the midt.lle of Asia; so called, 

because it lies, """' tr•Tiff4M'' between two rivers, the Euphrates 
on the west, and the Tigris on the east. 

Ms:ssENA, or MEsSA!II«\1 an ancient and celebrated city of Si· 
eily, on the strait between that island and Italy.· It still retains 
the name of .Messina. 
M~nNu, a town of Umbria, near the Clitumnus, a river that 

runs from east to west into the Tiber. 
Mn.s:ros, an ancient city of Ionia, in Asia Minor; now totally 

destre)yed. 
Mau1us Pollia, a bridge over the Tiber, at the distance oftwo 

miles from Rome, on the Via Flamminia; now called Ponte
MoUe. 

MINTURN..£, a town on tbe confines of Campania, near the river 
Liris. 

MlsENU.H1 a promontory of Campania, with a good barbour, 
uear the Sinus Puteolanus, or the bay of Naples, Of\ the north side. 
It ftllls tbe station for the Roman fteets. Now Capo di Mtseno. 

MtnLENE, the capital city of the isle of Lesbos, and now 
givts name to tbe whole island. , 

MoNA, an island separated from the coast of the Ordovices by 
a narro~ strait, tbe ancient seat of the Druids. Now the isle of 
Aflgluey. 

MoN..£ci Poaros, now .Monaco, a port town in tbe territory of 
Genoa. · · 

Moaalfl, a people oF Belgia, inhabiting the diocese of Toumay, 
and tbe country about St. Omtr and Boulogm. -

Mou, a large river of Belgic Gaul; it receives a branch of tbe 
Rhine, called Yahalil, and falls into the German Ocean below 
the Briel. It is now tbe .Maese, or .Meuse. 
· Mos£LLA1 a river wbicb, running through Lorrain, falls into 
the Rhine at Coblentz; now called the .M01ellt. 

MosTENI, the common name of the people and their town OD 

the river Hermus in Lydia. 
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MusULAl'n, an inol~p~udc:nt sange people in Africa, OD the 
eoofi11rs ol Carthagt", Numidia, and Mauritania. 

MuTJl'IA, now·JUodma, a city of Lombardy, io Italy. 
MrRINA, a town of .!Eolia, or .!Eolia, in the .Hither Alia; DOW 

St~nthrlik. 

N. 
Nuuu, the name of the channel made by D~sua from the 

Rhine to the river Sala; now the Ysell. See Annals, ii. 1. 8~ 
NABATH..£1, a people betwt"en thr. Euphrate1 and the Red Sea; 

eonaprebending Arabia Pe&rea, and bounded by Palatine on the 
mort h. 

Nn, a river which rises io Umbria, and, falling into the lake 
Yelinus, rusht"l thence with a violent and loud cascade, and emp
ties itself into the Tiber. 

Nuaon GAUL, the aouthem part of Gaul, bounded by the Py
renees to the weat, the Mediterranean to the aoutb, ud the AJp1 

and the Rhine to tbe east. 
NARNIA, a town of Umbria, on the River Nar; now Nlllfti ia 

the ttrritory of the Pope. . 
NAuPoRTVM, a town on a cognomina! river in Pannonia. 
N AVA, a river of Gallia Belgic a, which ruos north-east into the 

west sille ofthe Rhine; now the Nl~M. 
NAVARIA, now .,Vovt~ra, a city of Milan. 
N&ME.TEs, a people originally of Germany, removed to the 

diocear. of Spire, on the Rhine. 
NtcEPHoRua, a river of Asia that washta the walls of Tigt'GM

urta, and runs into the TigriB; D'.llnvillt says, now called Klw.
bour. 

NtcqPoLas: tbtre were several towns of this name, viJ ia 
E~pt, Armenia, Bithynia, on the Euxine, &c. A town of the 
same name was built by Augustus, on the coast of Epirus, as 
a monument of his victory at Actium. 

NtNos, tbe capital of Jlssyria; called also Nintw. 
NtstBts, a city of Mesopotamia, at this day called Nuibin. 
Nou, a city of Campania, on the north-cut of V eauviua. At 
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this place Augustus breathed "his la.t: it retains its old name to 
this day. 

NoRJcuM, a Roman province, bounded by the Danube on the 
north, by the Jllpt. .Noricm on the south, by Paononia on the east, 
and Vindelicia on the west; now containing a great part of Austria, 
Tyrol, Bavaria, &tc. 

Novt:siUM, a town ofthe Ubir in Gallia Belgica; oow·Nuys, 
on the west aide of the Rbine, in the electorate of Cologne. 

Nuct:ar.t, a city of Campania; now JVoccra. 
NuMIDIA, a celebrakd kingdom of Africa, bordering on Mau

ritania, and bounded to the north by the MPditerranean; now Jll
pr., TuniB. Tripoli, &c. the eastern part of the kingdom of Jll. 
F•·. Syphu was king of one part, and .Maaioissa of the other. 

0. 
OcmcuLuM, a town of Umbria, near the comluence of theNar 

~d the Tiber; now Olricoli, in the duchy of Spoktto. 
Ou.NsEs, a people of Africa, who occupied the country between 

the two Syrtes on the Mediterranean. Their city was called Oea, 
DOW Tripoli 

Ooan.£, a people situated in the western part of Tbrace; now 
a province of European Turkey. 

0PiftBGIUM, now Odeno, in the territC)ry of Venice. 
Oaoovrc~:s, a people who inhabited what we now call Flinl· 

thire, Dmbigh&hire, Cama,.,on, and .lt-'leriontthsl,ire, in No~tb 
Wales. 

Osn.t, formerly. a town of note, at the mouth of olhe Tiber (on 
tbe 10uth aide), whence its name; at this day it lies in ruins. 

P. 
PADua, anciently called EridaAW by the Greeks, famous for 

the fable of Phaeton; it receive• several rivers from the Alps and 
the Apennine, and, running from west to east, discharge• itself 
into the Adriatic. It is now called tbe Po. 

P.tGJD4, a river in Numidia; its modern name is not aacer
ttined. D'Anville thinks it is now called Fissato, in the terri
tory of Tripoli. 
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PALus M.t:OTrs; see M.t:ons. 
PAMPHYLIA, a country of the Hither Asia, bounded by Piaidia 

to the north, and by tbe Mediterranean to the south. 
PANDA, a river of Asia, in the territory of the Siraei; not well 

l.'wn. · 
f\ND&TARIA, an island of the Tuscan Sea, in the Sinus Pu· 

teolao~ow il Golfo di Napoli), the place of banishment for 
illustrious exiles, viz. Julia, the daughter of Augustus, Agrippina, 
the wife of Germanicus, Octavia, the the daughtrr of Claudia, 
and many others. It is now called L' lik StJinte-Marit, or Sa&G 
.Maria. 

P.aNNONIA, an extensivt country of Europe, bounded by Maia 
on the east, by Noricum on tbe west, Dalmatia on tbe south, and 
by tbe Danube to the north; containing part of .austria and 
Hungary. 

PANNONIAN ALPs. See ALPES. 
P&Pnos: there were two towns of the name, both on the west 

aide of tht island of Cyprus, and dedicated to Venus, who wu 
hence the Paphian and the Cyprian goddess. 

PARTIIIA, a country of the Farther Asia, with Media ·on the 
west, Asia on the east. and Hyrcania on the nortb. 

PATAVIUM, now Padua, in the territory ofVenice. 
PELIGNt, a people of Samaium, near Naples. 
P£LOPONNF.sus, the large peninsula to the south of Greece, so 

called af~er Pelops, viz. Puopis Nt8U8. It is joined to the rest of 
'Greece by the Isthmus of Corinth, which lies between the ~eu 
and Ionian seas. It is now called the .Morea. 

PENNII'£ ALPEs. See ALPs. 
PEaoAMos, an ancient alld famous city of .Mysia, situate on 

tbe Caicus, which ruos through it. It was the residence of Attalus 
and his succeiSOrs. This place was famous for a royal library, 
for~td, with emulation, to vie with that of Alexandria i.n Egypt. 
The kings of the latter, stung with paltry jealousy, prohibited the 
uportation of paper. Hence the invention of parchmtnt, called 
Pergamana charta. Plutarch assures us, that the library at Per
gamos contained two hundred thousand volumes. The whole col· 
lection was given by Marc ADtooy u a present to Cleopatri~ aad 
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tbus the two libraries were consolidated into one. In about six 
or seven centuries afterwards, tbe volumes ofscience, by order of 
tbe Califf Omar, ae"ed for a fire to warm tbe baths of .AI~xan
dria; and tbus perished all the phyric of the soul. The town sub
sists at tbis day, and retains the name of Pergamos. See Spon's 
Travels, vol. i. 

PERINTHus, a town of Tbrace, situate on the Propontis, now 
called Heradea. 

Pnusa&, formerly a principal city of Etruria, on the north side 
of the Tiber, witb the famous Lact&B Trasimenw to tbe east. It 
was besit:ged by Augustus, and reduced by famine. Lucan bas, 
Pen&Bina famu. It is now called Pemgia, in tbe territory of tbe 
Pope. 

PHARSALIA, a town in Tbessaly, rendered famous by the last 
battle between Pompey and Julius Cesar. 

PHILADELPHIA: there were several ancient towns of this name. 
Tha.t which Tacitus mentions was in Lydia, built by Attalus 
Pbiladelpbus; it is now called by the Turks, .!Jlak Schtyr. 

PHILIPPI, a ~ity of Macedonia, on tbe confines of Thrace; built 
by Philip of Macedon, and famous for the battle fought on its plains . 
between Augustus and the republican party. It is now in ruins. 

PHILIPPOPOLis, a city of Thrace, near tbe river Helww. It de
rived its name from Philip of Macedon, who enlarged it, and 
augmented the number of inhabitants. 

PICENnA, the capita) of tbe Piuntini on the Tuscan Sea, not 
far from Naples. 

PICENU'M, a territory of Italy, to the east of ~mbria, and in 
aome parts extending from the Apennine to the Adriatic. It is 
uow supposed to be tbe .March of ~cona. 

PaR.t.Eus, a celebrated port near Athens. It is much frequented 
at this day; its name, Porto Lione. 

Pau:, a town of Etruria, whicb gave name to the bay of Pisa, 
Sinw Pisanu~. 

PLACENTIA, a town in Italy, now called Plamaza, io tbe duchy 
of Parma. 

PLAtusu, a small island near the coast of Etruria, in the Tus
eaa Sea; oow Pionola. 
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PoMPEII, a town of Campania, near Herculaaeum. It wu 
destroyed by an earthquake in the reign of Nero. 

PoMPEJOPOLIS: there were anciently two citiea or the name; 
one in Cilicia, another in Paphlagonia. 

PoNTr.a., an island in the Tuscan Sea; a place of relegatioa or 
banishment. 

PoNros, an uteosive country of Asia Minor, lyins betweea 
Bithynia and Paphlagonia, and extending along the PORtw ~ 
tm.w, the Eusine or the Pontic Sea, from which it took its name. 
It bad tltat sea to the east, the mouth of tbe later to the north, 
and mount Remus to the south. The wan hetween.Mitbridata, 
kinr; of Pontus, and the Romans, are well known. 

PR.t:NESTE. a town of Latium to the south-east of Rome, 
etanding very high, and said to be a strong place. The town 
that succeeded it, stands low in a valley, and is called Pala· 
Irina. 

PaoPONTJs, near the Hellespont and the Euxine; now the Sea 
of .Marmora. 

PuTEOLI, a town of Campania, so called from its number oC 
wells; now Pozzuolo, nine miles to the west of Naplea. 

Pn.a.wa, a river of Cilicia, rising in Mount Taurus, and run
ning from east to weal into the Sea of Cilieia. 

Pno1, a town of Etruria, on the Tuscan Sea; now St. M.-i
taella, about thirty-three miles distant from Rome. 

Q.. 
Qv.a.uJ, a people of Germany, situated to the aoutb-eaat of 

:Bohemia, on the banks of the Danube. See Manuera of the 
Germans, a. slii. note (b). 

R. 
RAvENNA, an ancient city of Italy, near the coa1t of the 

. Adriatic. A port was constructed at the mouth of the river 
Bedeais, and by Augustus made a station for the 8eet that guard· 
ed the Adriatic. It is •till called Rat~mna. 

RuTE, a town of the Sabine• io Latium, situate near the Jake 
Velinua. 
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lb:GIUM. See RHEGIUM. 
R£MI, a people of Gaul, who inhabited the northern part of 

Champagne; now the city of Rheiml. 
RuAcons, the ancient name of Alexandria in Egypt. 
RH.ftiA, a country bounded by tbe Rhine to the weat, the Alpa 

to the east, by Italy to the south, and Yindtlicia to tbe north. 
Horace says, Jrldere Rhati bella sub .fllpibus Dnwm gerentem, 
d Yindelici. Now tbe country of the Grison~. 

RHEGIUM, an ancient city at the extremity of the Apennine, 
on the narrow strait between Italy and Sicily. It ia now called 
Beggio, in the farther Calabria. 

Ru1sE, the river that riaes in the Rhaetian Alpe, and divides 
Gaul from Germany. See Manners of the Germans, s. i. note 
U'); and s. nix. note (a). 

RuoDANus, a famous river of Gaul, rising on Mount Adula, 
Dot far from the bead of the Rhine. After a considerable cir
cuit it enters the Lalce of Gen""• and in its course visits the city 
of Lyons, and from that place traverses a large tract of rountry, 
and t"alls into the Mediterranean. It is now called the Rhone. 

Ruoous, a celebrated island in the Mediterranean, near the 
coast of Asia Minor, over·against CariG. The place of retreat 
for the discontertted Romans. Tiberius made that use of it. 

RoxoL.uu, a people on the north of the Palvs .Masotis, situate 
along the Tauais, now the Dora. 

RrooouLUM, a town of the Treviri on the Moselle. 

s. 
Suanu, now the .&elena; a river that rises in .Montgf1mery· . 

mire. and running by Shretesbury, Worcuter, and Glocester, 
emptirs itself into the Bristol Channel, separating Wales from 
England. 

SAL&. It seems that two rivers of this name were intended 
by Tacitus. One, now called the lssrl, which had a commu
nication with the Rhine, by means of the canal made by Drusus, 
the father of Germanicus. .The other SALA was a river in the 
eountry now called Thu~, described by Tacitus as yielding 
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aalt, which the inhabitants considered • the peculiar fa'fOUI' ol 
heaven. The salt, however, was found in the salt springs near 
tbe river, which ru01 northward into the Albia, or Elbe. 

SALAlus, an island near the coast of Attica, opposite to Eleu
Bil. There was also a towo of the name of Salamis, on the 
eaatero coast of Cyprus, built by Teucer, when driven by his 
(ather from his native island. Horace saya, .l.lmbiguam ldlurc 
11011a &lamina fuluram. 

S.uuau, the capital of the country of that name in Pales
tine; the residtnce of .the kiogs of Israel, aod afterwards oC 
Htrod. Samaritan~, the name of the people. Some magni
ficent rui01 of the place are still remaining. 

SurauLOs, a mountaio in the territory of the Partbians, with 
the river Com&4 near it. The mountain and the river are men
tioned by Tacitus only. 

SAMNis, or S.tMNITEs, a people of ancient Italy, extendinc 
on both sides of the Apennille, famous io the Romao wan. 

SAMoa, ao island of Asia Minor, opposite to Ephesus; tbe 
birth-place of Pythagoras, who was thence called the SclriDa 
&ge. 

SAMOTHRAcu., an island of Thrace, in the .cEgean Sea, op
posite to the mouth of the Hebrus. There were mysteries of 
initiation celebrated in this island, held in as high repute u these 
of Eleusis; with a sacred and inviolable asylum. 

SARDEs, the capital of Lydia, at the foot of Mount Tmolas, 
from which tbe Pactolus ran down through tbe heart of the city. 
The inhabitants were called &rdicni. ' 

SARDINIA, an island on the Sea of Liguria, lying to the south 
of Conica. It is said that an htrb grew there, which, when 
eateo, produced a painful grin, called &rdorriu. rilul. Tbe 
island oow belongs to the Duke of Saxooy, with the title of king. 

SARMATIA, called also Scythia, a oorthern couotry of vast U• 

tent, and divided into Europao and Jlnatica; the former b~· 
uing at the Vistula (its western bouodary), and comprising Rus• 
aia, part of Poland, Prussia, and Lithuania; and the latter bound· 
cd on the weet by Sarmatia Europd and the Taaaia (tbe Bota), 
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atending .o_uth as far u Mount Caucuus and the Cupiao Sea, 
eoataini~tg Tartary, Circassia, &e. 

Su.& Rvau, a place on the Flamminian road in Etruria, nine 
miles from Rome. 

Scs:Pftucr. a people of Asiatic Sarmatia, between the Euxine 
and thf' Caspian Sea. 

ScYTHIA. alargt country, now prope'i'ly Crim Tartary; in an
cient s--ography divided into Scythia Asiatica, on either sidr. of 
Mount lmaus: and Scythia Europea, about the Euxine Sea and 
the Meotic Litke. Sef' also SARMATJA. 

Ss:os:sroM, a town of Sicily, near Mount Eryz, famous for a 
temple sarred 'to the Erycinion Venus. 

SELI:UCIA, a city of Mesopotamia, situate at the conftuenee or 
tbe Euphralel and the Tigril; now called Bagdad. We find io 
ancient geography eeveral cities of this name. 

8£11NONEs, a people of Germany, called by Tacitus the most 
illnstrious branch of tbe Suevi. They inhabited between the Albia 
aud Viadrus. 

Si:NENSis CoLoNu, now Sitt&M, in Tuscany. 
S£NONES, inhabitants of Critic Gaul, situate on the &qtuma 

(now the Seine); a people famous for their iavasion of Italy, and 
taking and burning Rome A. U. C. 864. 

SEQUANI, a people of Belgic Gaul. inhabiting the country now 
called FrancAe CornU or the Upper Burgundy, and deriving their 
name from the &IJUGf'IJ. (now the Seine), which, rising near 
Dajon in Burgundy, runs through Paris, and, traversing Norman
dy, falls into the British Channel near Hatrre de Grcu:a. 

Ss:aaraos, a sDJall island in the lEgeaa Sea, one of tbe Cycla
des; oow &rfo or &rfanto. 

SacAJIIJU, an ancient_, people of Low•r Germany, between 
the Maese and tbe Rbine, where Gueldlrl4f&d is. Tbey were 
transplanted by Auptus to the west side of the Rhine. Horace 
lays to that emperor. Te cedi~~ Sitambri ~tJCftl
rtmtur omu. 

8tLUBEt, a people of Britain, aituate on the &eem and the 
Bristol Channel; no" 8Mia Walu, r.omprising Glamorgn, RtJfl. 
ftfnlaire, Hm/twd., ud MortmOVI/a. See Camdea. 
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SJIIBBUIRI CoLLEs, the Simbruioe Hill, 10 called frttm the 
Sim6ruina Stagna, or lakes formed by the river .8nio, which gaTe 
the name of Sublaqueum to the neighbouring town. 

SJNOP£, on~ of the moat famous cities io the territory ofPootar.. 
It was taken by Lucullus in the Mithridatic war, and afterwards 
nceiud Roman colonies. It was the birth-place of Diogeoes, 
the cynic, who wu banished from his country. The place is still 
called StnOpe, 8 port town of Asiatic Turkey, oa the Euxine. 

StNu&su., a town of Latium, on the confines of Campania, be
yond the rive~ Liris (now called Garigliano) • . Tbe place wU 
much frequented for the salubrity of its watf'rs. 

SIPYLUs, a m~ntain of Lydia, ne~r which Livy says the Ro- -
mana obtained a c.omplete victory over Antiochua. 

S1BACI1 a people 4>f Asia, between the Eurine and the Ctllpia 
Seas. 

SMYRNA., a city of Ionia . in the Hither Asia, which laid a 
ttrong claim to the 'birth of Homn. The name of Smyrna still 
remai~s in a port town of Asiatic Turkey. 

SoPH£N£, a country between th_e Greater and the Lesser Al-
menia; now called Zopl&. 

Sou, a city of the Dandank. 
SPELUNCA1 a small lawn near Fondi, on the cout of Naples. 
Sra:cBADEs, five islands, . now called the. Hwu, on the coast 

of Provence. 
STu TONIC£, a .town of Caria in the Hither Asia, so called after 

Stratoniu, the· wife of Antiochua. 
SUEvt, a great and warlike people of. Ancient Germany, who 

occupied 8 prodiJious tract of couatry. See Mannen of the Ger-
maoa, a. suviii. and note (a). · 

SuNicl, a people removed from Germany to Gallia Belgioa. 
According to Cluverius, they inhabited the duchy or LUMurg. 

SwlND£N1 a riVt'r that flows oo the confioes of the lJald. It 
is ~entioned by Tacitus ooly. Brotier supposes it to.be what il 
aow called Hmrvd, or La Ri'Ditre If Herat. 

SrENE1 a towo in the Higher Egypt, towards the borders of 
Ethiopia, situate on the NiJe. ltJies under the Tropic ofCancer, u 
is evident, says Pliny the elder, from there being DO abado" pi'OP 
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_ jected..at noon at the summer solsti~e. It was, fur · a long time, 
the boundary of the Roman empire. A garrison was stationed 
there: JuvenaJ was sent to command there by Domitiao~ wbo, by 
conferring-that unlooked for h~nour, m~aot, w!th covered malice, 
to punish the poet for his rdlection on Paris ihe comedian, a ila· 
tive ofEgypt, and a favourite at court. . · 

STRAcusE, one of the noblest cities in Sicily. The Romans 
took it during the second Punic War, on which occasion the 
great Arehibledes lost his life. It is now destroyed, and no re· 
mains of the place are len. Etiam ptri6re nrinc!. 

SYRIA, a country of the Hither Asia, between the Mediterra- · 
nean and the Euphrates, so eXtensive that Palestine, or tile Holy 
Land, was deemed a part of Syria. 

SraTEs, ~e cluerll of Barbary; also t,wo dangerous sandy gulfs 
in the Mediterranean, on the coast of Barbary; one called Syrtil 
Magna, now the Gulf of Sidra; the other Syrtis Parwa, now the 
CJu!.f qf Cas~os. 

T. 
T.&N.&u, the Don, a very large river in Scythia, dividing Aaia 

fiom Europe. It rises in Muscovy, and ftowing through Crim 
Tartary, runs into the Palus . .MIZOiis, near the city now called 
Azoft', in the hands of the Turks. 

TARENTUM, now Taren to, in the province of Otranto. The 
Lacedemooians founded a colony there, and thence it was called 
by Horace, Lacmdtmomum Tarentum. 

T A.RICH.EA1 a town of Galilee. It was besieged and taken by 
V espasiaa,· who sent six thousand of the prisoners to assist in cut• 
ting a passage through the Isthmus of Corinth. 

T.UUlACINA,a city of the Volsci in Latium, near the mouth oC 
the Ufens, in the Campania of Rome. Now Terracina, on the 
Tuscan Sea. · 

T.uuco, the capital of a division of Spain, caUed by the Ro- . 
mans Ta,.aeonemis; now Taragon, a port town in Catalonia, OD 

the Mediterranean, to the west of Barcelona. See HtsPANIA. 
TARTARVB, a river running between the Po and the Athesie 

(the JJdige)_~rom west to cut, into the Adria~; now ~arlqrt. 
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TAurws; a Mountain of Germany; oa the oth• tide of' the 
Rhine; now Mount Htyrick, over-against .Met~U. 

TAUitAI'NtTu, a people who occupied a diltrict of .an..il 
Jf.lajor, not far from Tigranocerta. _ , 

T .waa, a people inhabiting the Tcsuriea Cw,_, OD tbc 
Euzine. The countr.v is now called Crim Tartary. 

TAURINI, a peop!e dwelling at the foot of the Alps. Their capi· 
t.al was called, after Augustus Cesar, wbo planted a colony then, 
Jlufwla Taurinorum. The mP<lern name is ~ the capital 
of Piedmont. 

T.,uaus the gr~"ateet mountain in Asia, esttndioc from the Ia· 
dian to tile .tEgeao ·sea; said to bt fifty milea over, aod 6f&cea 
bunrlred long. hs extremity to the north is called /tMW. 

Ti.LEBO.t:, a people ol lEtolia or Acaruaoia ia Greece,. 
remove-d to Italy, and settled iu the isle of C~tPftiD. 

TuNos, ao inla"d town of Eolia. in the Hither Asia. 
TENCTERJ, a people of Germany. See the Maao~ ofdae Ger· 

mans, s. uxii. 
TENos, one of the Clyclades. 
Ti:IUIE&, a city. in the Hither Spain; uow a Yillap called Ti-

ermu, in Castile. · 
TERRACINA, a city of the Yoltd in Latium, oear the moutla fl 

the Ufem, on the Tuscan Sea; now called Tmaciu, in tbe aef. 
ritory of Rome. 

'l'EuTOBURGIUM, a forest in Germany, reodefred famoaa by tht 
alaughtu of Varus and his legions. It began in the cou11try of abe 
Marsi, and extended to Paderboro, Osnaburg, and MUMter, be· 
tween the Ems and the Luppia. . 

THALA, a town io Numidia, destroyed in the war of Jali11 
Cesar against Juba. 

THEBA:, a Vl'ry ancient town in the Higher Er.pt, on tbe ellf 
side of the Nile, famous for its hundred gates. Ano&ber city .of 
tbe same name in Bceotia, in Gre-ece, said to have been built by 
Cadmus. It bad the honour of producing two itlustrioua ebiefs, 
Epaminondas and Pelopidas, and Pindar tbf' celebrated poet. 
Alexander rued it to the ground; but spared the botlle aad lamiiJ 
ofPinda~ 
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Ta&ane, otherwise Tu~:uu, a town io Macedonia, after
warda called Thulaltmia, famous for the two rpistJes of St. Paul 
to the Thessalonians. Tbe tity stood at tbe head of a large bay, 
called Tlamnf!US Sinus; now Golfo di Salorrielai. 

THEIIALY, a country of Greece, formerly a great part of Ma
cedonia. 

THRACIA, an utenaive "gion, bounded to the DOrth by Mount 
Hremus, to the south by the Egean Sea, and by the Eusine aad 
Propootis to the east. In the tirue of Tiberius it was an inde
pendPnt king•lom, but afterwards maJe a Roman province. 

TuuaucuM, a town of Mauritania in Africa. 
Tuuau, a people ofanc:ient Italy, inhabiting a part of Lucaaia, 

~tween the rivers Crathis (now Cratt), aod Sybaria (now&
bari). 

T1aua, a town of ancient Latium, situate oo the Aoio, about 
twenty miles from Rome. Htre Horace bad bis villa, and it wu 
the frequent retreat of Augustus. Now Twoli. 

T1crNuM, a town of Iuubrio, situaw oo tbe river Ticiou, 
near its conftueoce with the Po; now Pm1&a, in Milan. 

TrcrNus. a rinr of Italy falling into the Po, near the city or 
Tirinum, or Pavia; now Tuino. 

Taoa.ucocERTA, a town of Armenia Major, built by Tigraoes io 
the ti.me of the Nitbridatic War. The river JVitephorut washes 
ORe side of the town. Broder says, it is now called &t-1 otfered. 

TIGRIS, a grPat river hounding the country called MesoaJ'tamia 
to the east, while the Euphrates incloses it to the west · Pliny 
· givPs an account of the Tigris, in its rise and procress, till it 
ainka under ground near Mount Taurus, and breaks forth again 
with a rapid current, falling at last into the Persian Gulf. It di· 
vides into two channels at Seleucia. · 

TMoLus, a mountain of Lydia, commended for its vines, its 
saffron, its fragrant shrubs, aod the fountain-head of the Pactolus. 
It appt>ars from T11citus, that there wu a town of the same oame, 
that stood near the mountaio. 

ToLBIACUM, a town or Gallia Belgica; now Zulpicla, or Zuklt, 
a small towo in the duchy of Julien. 
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Ta.a.r.r.Ea, formerly a rich and populoua city of Ly41ia, DOt far 
from the river Meander. The-ruins are atiU visible. 

Ta.a.rEzus, now Trt~puorad or Tnbizcmd, a city with a port iD 
the Leuer Asia, on tbe Eu:Uoe. 

TREn:u, the people of Trevu; an ancient city of the Lower 
Germany, on the Moselle. It was made a Roman colony by Aa
gustus, and became the moat famous city o£ Belgic Gaul. It • 
now the capital of an electorate of the same name. 

Taasoca, a people of Belgica, originally Germaos. They ia
habited .llltou, and the diocese of Strtubourg. 

TRIMETUI, an island in the Adriatic; one of those wbieb the 
ancients called I~ Diomttke: it still retains the name or 
Tm~~iti. It lies near the coast of the Capiltii&Glt, a province or 
the kingdom of Naplea, on the Gulf of Venice. 

TRINOBANTEa, a people of Britain, who iiahabited .Middlaa 
and Ems. 

Tus.a.NTEa, an ancient people of Germany, about WutpMlit&. 
TuNGRI, a people of Belgia. Their city, according to Cesar, 

waa called .Otuaea; now Tongmn, in the biahopric of Liege. 
TuaoNn, a people of Ancient Gaul, inhabiting the east aide of 

the Ligeril (now the Loire). Hence the modern name of Tourr. 
TuscuLuM, a town of Latium; to the north of Alba, aboat 

twelve miles from Rome. It gave the name of Twculanum to 
Cicero's villa, where that great orator wrote bia Tusculan Ques
tions. 

Traus, an ancient city ofPhamicia, aituate on an ialand 10 near 
the coo~nt, that Alexander the Great formed it into a Peoioaula, · 
by the mole or causey which be threw up during the siege. See 
Curtiua, lib, iv. a, 7. 

u. 
UaJ.&.N ALTAR, an altar erected by the Ubii, on their removal 

to the weatem aide of the Rhine, in honour of Auguatua; bot 
whether this wu at a dift"erent place, or the town of the Ubii, il 
aot known. 

Ua~'" a people originally of Germany, but transplanted by Au
guicus -to the west aide of the Rhine, under the conduct of .8grffpG. 
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Their capitQJ was then for a long time called Oppid14m Ubiorwn, 
and, at last, changed by the empress Agrippina to Coltmia .!Jgrip
pUaenril; now Cologne, the capital of tbe Electorate of that name. 

Unau, a division of Italy, to the south-east of Etruria, be
tween the Adriatic and the Nar. 

UIISINGis, a river of Germany, running into the sea, near 
Groningm; now the Hur&Mg. 

UBBll'WM, now Urbino, a city for ever famous for having given 
birth to Raphael, the celebrated painter. 

UslPu, or UstPETEs, a people of Germany, who, after their 
expulsion by the Calti, settled near Ptulerbom. See Mannen of 
the Germans, s. nxii. and note (a). 

V SP&, a town in the tenitory of the .Sirari; now destroyed. 

v. 
V ADA, a town on the left-hand side of the Rhine in the island 

ofBatavia. · 
VAHALJS, a branch of the Rhine; now the WCI4l. See Mannen 

of the Germane, •· :uix. and note (a). 
· V.&NGION£8, originally inhabitants of Germany, but afterwards 
settled in Gaul; now the diocese of Worms • 

. V AICON&s, a people who inhabited near the Pyrenees, occupy-
. ing lands botb in Spain and Gaul. ' 

V ELABRUM, a place at Rome, between Mount Aventine and 
Mount P~~olatine, generally under water, from the overdowing of 
the Tiber. Propertius deacribes it elegantly, lib. iv. eleg. L 

Qua Yelabra IUO ltagnabant jlumine, quoque 
Nauta per urbantu tlel!ficabat aqua~. 

VELJNus, a lake in the country of the Sabines. 
V&NETI, a people of Gallia Celtica, who inhabited what it 

JIPW called Ymnu, in the south of Brittany, and also a considera
ble tract on the other side of the AJps, utending from the Po 
along the Adriatic, to the mouth of the Iller. 

V~:ac&:Lu:, now Yerulli in Piedmont. 
Vuon, now Yerpna, in the territory of Venice, on the .am,t. 
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V~:soNTIUM, the capital of the Sequani; now .Baanfora, 61 
chief city of Burpndy. 

V ETERA, i. e. Vetera Castn. The Old Camp, which waa a 
lortified station for tbe legio11a; oow Santen, in the duchy of Clevet, 
Dot far from the Rhine. 

VrA 8ALARu, a road leading from the salt·"orb at Oatia te 
the country of the Sabines. 

Vuoaua, now the Oder, running through Siluita, Brflftdet&~ 

burg, Pomerania, and discharging itself Hlto the Baltic. 
VrcETI.&, now Yiceua, a town io the telTilOry of Venice. 
VIENIU:, a city of Narbooese Gaul; now l'itnne in Dauphin~. 
VJND£Llcl, a people inhabiting the country of Yiruklici&, nrlt 

the Dauube, with the Rhmti to the so_.,; now part of B®arifl 
and Suabia. 

VIJ(Dorusu, now Windisch, in the Canton of Bern in Sri· 
ICI'land. 

VIaURGls, a river of Germany, made famous by the slaughter 
of Varus and his a,gioos; n'ow the Wuer, running north IMtweea 
Weatphalia and Lower Saxony, into the German Sea. 

VocETIUI Mo[(s, a mountain ofthe Helvetii, thought to be the 
roughest part of Mount Jura, to which the Helvetii fled, wbeo de- ( 
feated by Cmcina. See Hist. i. •· 67. 

VoucJ, a powerful people of aocieat Latium, esteocJiog from 
.8ntium, their capital, to the Upper IAril, and the confines of 
Ccampcmia. 

VULsnm, or Vounm, a city of Etruria,.. the native place of 
Sejaous; no" Bolaeno, or BolleMa. 

z. 
ZEuGMA, a towa on the Euphratu, famous for a bridce over 

the river. See Pliny, lib. v. a. 24. 

}"L>(JS, 
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