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TRAVELS
O F

ANACHARSIS.

C H A p. I.

Departure from Scythia.—l^he Laurie Cherfone/us*.

The Pontus Euxinus f.

—

State of Greece, from the

taking of Athensi Anno A. C. 404, to the Departure

of Anacharfis on his Travels.—The Thracian Bof-

phorus.—Arrival at Byzantium ti»

ANACHARSIS, a native of Scythia, the fon

ofToxaris, is the author of this work, which

he addrefles to his friends. He begins by dating

to them the motives that induced him to travel.

You know that I am defcended from the fage

Anacharfis, fo celebrated among the Greeks, and

* The Crimea.

t The Black Sea.

I Conftantinoplc. •

Vol. II. B



2 TRAVELSOF
fo unworthily treated by the Scythians. The
hiftory of his life and death infpired me, from my
earheft childhood, with eHeem for the nation which

had honoured, and with diflafte for that which knew

not how to appreciate, his virtues.

This difguft was flill more increafed by the ar-

rival of a Greek flave, whom I purchaftd. He was

ofone of the principal families of Thebes in Eoeotia.

About thirty fix years before *, he had followed

the younger Cyrus in the expedition undertaken-

by that prince, againft his brother Artaxerxes king

of Perlia. Being taken prifoner in oneofthofe

engagements to which the Greeks were compelled

in their retreat, he frequently changed maflers,

and wore the chains of fervitude in different na-

tions, till chance brought him to the country

in which I lived.

The more I became acquainted with him, the

more fenfible was I of the afcendancy of an en-

lightened over an uninftiutfted people. Tima-

genes, for that was the Theban's name, at once

delighted and humbled me by the charms of his

converfation, and the fuperiority of his knowledge.

The hiftory of the Greeks, their manners, govern-

ments, fciences, arcs, feftivals, and fpedacles, were

the inexhauflible topics of our convcifation. I

interrogated him, and I liftencd to his replies with-

tranfport. I was then juft entering my eighteenth

* The year 400 before Chrift.

S
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year, and my imagination added the livelieft co-

lours to the richnefs of his defcriptions. I had

hitherto feen nothing but tents, flocks, and deferts.

From this time, incapable of enduring the wander-

ing Hfe I had till then led, and the profound igno-

rance to which 1 was condemned, I refolved to

abandon a climate where Nature fcarcely provided

for the neceffities of man, and a nation whofeonly

virtue Teemed to me to confift in its ignorance of

vice*.

I have pafled the prime years of my life ia

Greece, in Egypt, and in Perfia; but my longeft

abode was in the former of thele countries. I en-

joyed the laft moments of its glory, nor quitted ic

till I faw its liberty expire in the plain of Chaeronea.

While vifiting its provinces, I carefully noted down
everything that I believed to merit attention; and

from this journal, on my return to Scythia, I drew

up the narrative of my travels j which poHTibly

would have been more accurate, had not th-e (hip

by which 1 ftnt my books been loft in the Euxine

Tea.

And you, whom I was Co fortunate to know in

my journey into Perfia, you Arfames and Phedime,

illuftrious pair, how often have I been on the point

of inferting your names in my narrative ! In how
lively a manner did they recur to my remembrance,

when 1 had to pourtray fome fupereminent quality

of the heartor mind, or to fpcak of benevolence and

/

• JuIUn. Hilh lib. 2, cap. z.
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gratitude ! You have claims upon this work. I

partly compofed it in that delightful refidence of

which you conditute the nobleft ornament ; I

finidied it far from Perfia, yet, as I may fay, al-

ways under your eyes ; for the moments paffed

with you, can never be obliterated from my me-

mory. The recolleclion of thefc will conftitute

the happinefs of the remainder of my life; and I

have no other vvilh but that, after my death, thefe

words (liould be deeply engraven on the ftontf

that covers my afhes : " He obtained the friend-

" fhip of Arfames and Phedime."

Towards the end of the firll year of the 104th

Olympiad *, I took my departure with Timagenes,

to whom I had given his liberty. After traverfing

vad folitudes, we arrived on the banks of the Ta-

nais, near to the fpot where it falls into a kind of

fea, known by the name of the Lake, or Palus

Masotis. There taking fhipping, we proceeded

to the city of Panticapseum, fituated on an emi-

nence'', near the entrance of the flrait called the

Cimmerian Bofphorus, which joins the Palus

Ma^otis to the Euxine fea.

This city, v/here the Greeks formerly eflabliflied

a colony '^j is become the capital ofa fmall kingdom

which extends along the caflern coafh of the

* In the month of April of the year 363 before Chrift.

^ Strab. lib. 7, p. 309.
^ Id. ibid. p. 510. riin. hb. 4, cap. 12, t. i. p. 218,
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Cheribnefus Taurica. Leucon had reigned there

about thirty years ^. He was a generous and

'

magnificent prince % who more than once had

defeated confpiracies, and gained vidlories by his

addrefs and courage ^ We did not fee him, for

he was then at the head of his army. The inhabi-

tants of Heraclca in Bithynia had fome time before

appeared with a powerful fleet, to make a defcenc

on his dominions: Leucon, perceiving that his

troops made but a feeble oppofition to the enemy,

placed a body of Scythians in the rear, with orders

to attack thein, if they had the cowardice to give

way •.

A faying of this king is related, which I cannot

repeat without fliuddering. His favourites, by

falfe accufations, had driven away feveral of his

friends, and obtained polTeflion of their fortunes.

He at length difcovered their villany; and one of

them having laid a new information of the fame

kind, " Wretch!" faid he to him, " 1 would put

*' thee to death, were not fuch rafcals as thou ^rt

*' necelfary to defpots**."

The Tauric Cherfonefus produces corn in abun-

dance; and the earth, barely grazed by the plough-

(hare, yields the hufbandman an increafe of thirty

<* Diod. Sic. lib. l6, p. 432.
* Chryfip. ap. Plut. de Stoicor. repugn, t. ii.p. IO43.
^ Polyan. Stratag. lib. 6, cap. 9.

I Id. ibid.

t^'^then. lib. 6, cap. 16, p. 257.

B3



6 TRAVELS OF
for one'. The commerce carried on there by the

Greeks was fo great, that the king was obliged to

open a port capable of containing a hundred vef-

fels ^, at Theodcfia "-*, another city of the Bofpho-

rus. The Athenian merchants rcforted in crowds,

cither to this place, or to Panticapat'im. They

were fubjedt to no dinies, cither in imports or ex-

ports ; in gratitude for which, the republic inrolled

this prince and his children in the number of her

citizens^ f.

We found a Lefbian vefTel almoft ready to fail,

and Cleomedes the commander agreed to take us

on board. VVhilft we were waiting for her de-

parture, I was inceffantly in motion, and could

never fatisfy rriyfelf with viewing the citadel, the

arfenal, the harbour, the vefTels, their rigging, and

manner of working; I entered at random into pri-

vate houfes, manufactories, and the moft inconfiT

derable fhops ; I went out of the town, and my
eyes were fixed on orchards covered with fruit,

and fields laden with rich harvefls. My fenfations

were lively, and my narratives full of animation.

I could not complain of waniing witneii'es to my
dehghr ; I fpoke of my pleafure and admiration

to every p^rfon I faw : I ran to Timagenes to com-

^ Strab, lib. 7, p. 3 w.
^ Demnfth. In Leptin. p. 546. Strab. lib. 7, p. 309.
* Now called CafFa.

' Dcmoflh, ibid. p. 54;^.

f See note at the end of the volume.
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mnnicate to him every thing that ftriick me, as if it

were as novel to him as to m^Telf ; I aiked him, whe-

ther the lake Ma^ctis was not the largeft Tea, and

Panticap^um the handfomeft city, in the >vorld ?

In the courfe of my travels, and efpecially at

my fetting out, I experienced fimilar emotions rs

often as nature or induflry prcfenied to me ne^v

objedls ; aiid when they were fi.ch as to elevate

the foul, niy admiration could be relieved only by

tears which it was impoffible to withhold, or by

tranfports of joy that Timagcnes was unable to

moderate. At length, as my furprife hasdiminifh-

ed, the delights arifing from thit fource ha\e

vanifhed ; and I have found with pain, that we

Jofe in pleafurable fenfation, what we gam in ex-

perience.

I (liall not defcribe the feelings with which I was

agitated, when, on quitting the Cimmerian Bofplio-

rus, the fca called theEuxine gradually expanded

itfelf to my f»ghc •^. It is an immenfe bafon, al-

mott every where furrounded by mountains more

or lefs diliant from the (bore, and into which near

forty rivers pour their \>atcrs from part of Afia

and Europe™. Its length is faid ° to be eleven

thoufand and one hundred ftadia-|-, its grearett

* ^v.'o thj map ot the Poiitus Eux;au£.
» Strab. lib. 7, p. 29R.
n Hcrodot. lib. 4. cap. 85,

f About 41 9 J leagues.

, B4



S TRAVELS OF
breadth three thoiifand three hundred*. Its borders

are inhabited by various nations, who differ from

each other in their origin, manners, and language **.

At intervals, and chiefly on the fouthern coafts,

we meet with Grecian cities founded by the in-

habitants of Miletus, Megara, and Athens, built

for the moft part in fertile fituations, and well cal-

culated for commerce. To the eaft is Colchis,

celebrated for the Argonautic expedition, fo

embelliflied by fable, and which rendered the

Greeks better acquainted with thefe remote coun-

tries.

The rivers that fall into the Euxine, cover It with

flakes of ice in fevere winters ', mitigate the falt-

refs of its waters, and convey into it an enormous

quantity of mud and vegetable fubftances, which

attrad and fatten the fifli ^. Tunny, turbots, anv*

almoft every fpecies, refort thither to depofit

their fpawn, and multiply the more, as this fea

nouriflies no voracious or deftruftive fifli ^ The

Euxine is frequently enveloped in dark fogs, and

agitated by violent tempefts % and that feafon is

generally made choice of for its navigation when

* About 124^ leaprues.

° Aram. Marccll. lib. 22, cap. 8.

p Hcrodot. ap. Macrob. lib. 7, cap. 12. Mem. de I'Acad. des

Bell, Lettr. t. x:fxti. p. 640.

1 Arift. Hift. Anim. lib. 8, cap. 19, t. i. p. 913. Voyag.de
Chard, t. i. p. 107.

Arin. ibid. lib. 6, cap. 17, t. i. p. 874. Strab. lib. 7,

p. 320. Plin. lib. 9, cap.^ i^, t. i. p. 507. Amm. Marcell.

Ij^j.
22, cap. 8, p. 318.

s Mem. del'Acad. t. xxxii. p.639. Voy. de Chard, t.i. p. gz.*
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rhipvvrecks are lead freqLlent^ It is not deep",

except towards the eaftern part, where nature has

formed gulphs, the bottom of which no founding

line has yet been able to reach *.

Whiift Cleomedes was informing us of thefc

particulars, he had fketched on his tablets the

circuit of the Euxine. When he had finifhed, You

have, faid 1, traced out, without perceiving it, the

figure of the bow that we make ufe of in Scythia

—

It is precifcly of that fliape>'.—But 1 fee no outlet

to this fea. It communicates with the others, re-

plied he, only by a longer and narrower channel

than that we have juft left.

Inftead of fteering diredly for this ftraic, Cleo-

medes, fearful of quitting the coaft, direded his

courfe to the w^eftward, inclining afterwards to the

fouth. As we failed along the Ihore, our converfation

turned on the nations that dwell on it; and we

fometimes faw the flocks approach the fea, which

affords them a drink equally agreeable and falu-

tary *. V/e were told, that in winter, when the fea

is frozen*, the fifhermen of thefe diftrids pitch

their tents on its furface, and throw their lines

through holes made in the ice''. At a diftance

* Voyag. de Tournefort, t. ii. Ictt. l6.

}i Strab. lib. i, p. 50.
* Arirt. Meteor, lib. i, cap. 13, t. i. p. 545, et 546.
y Strab. lib. 2, p. 125. Dionyf. Pcricg. v. 137, Schol. ibid.

^ Arrian. Peripl. ap. Geograph. Min. t. i. p. 8.

^ Voy. de Tournef. t. ii. p. J 30.
* Arid. Meteor, lib. i, cap. 12, t. i. p. 543.
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we were fliewn the mouch of the Boryfthencs *,

that of the Ifter f , and other rivers. We fre-

quently pafled the night on land, and fometimes

at anchoi'^.

One day, Cleomedes telling us that he had for*

merly read ihehillory ofthe expedition of the young-

er Cyrus; Greece then is attentive to our misfortunes,

faid Timagenes; that circumftance renders them at

leaft lefs bitter for thofe whofe fate it is to have

furvived thetn. And by what hand is the pitlure

drawn ?— It is, anfv/ered Cleomedes, by one of the

generals who led back the Greeks into their coun-

try ; Xenophon of Athens.—Alas ! replied Tima-

geiics, this is the firft news I have heard of him

fmce about thirty-feveu years that fate has fcpa-

rated me from him. Ah ! how happy fhould I

have been once more to have feen him,, after fo

•long an abfence ! But I greatly fear, that death

—

Difpel your fears, faid Cleomedes ; he is ft^U living.

.—BiefTed be the gods, replied Timagenes I He
lives ! He will receive v;ith pleafure the embraces

of a fjldier ; of a friend whofe life he more than

once has faved. The Athenians no doubt have

loaded him with honours.— ! hey have banifhed

him, replied Cleomedes, for appearing too much
attached to the LacedcEmonians^ !— But in his

* Now the Dnieper,

+ The Danube.
c Demoilh. in Polycl. p. 1087.
^ Diog. Laert. in Xenoph. lib. 2, § ^i.
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retirement, at leaft, he attrads the attention of all

Greece ?—No ; every eye is fixed on Epaminond i>

of Thebes.—Epaminondas ! What is his age ?

What is the name of his father ?—He is about

fifty, the fon of Polymnis, and brother of Caphi-

fias"^.— It is he, cried Timagenes, with emotion ;

it is he himfeif. I have known him from his child-

hood. His features are dill before my eyes : we

were early united by the ties of blood. I was but

a few years older than he : he was educated in the

love of povert}^, and the love of virtue. Never

did youth make a more rapid progrefs in every

exercife of body and mind. His mafters were

unable to fatisfy his infatiable third for knowledge.

I well remember, that we could never force him

from the company of a gloomy and rigid Pytha-

gorean named Lyfis^. Epaminondas was but in

his twelfth or thirteenth year when I joined the

army of Cyrus; yet the prefages ofagreatcha-

rader were frequently to be obfcrved. It was not

difficult to forefee the afcendancy he would one

day acquire over other mens. Pardon my im-

portunity. How has he fulfilled thefe brilliant

expectations !—He has raifed his nation, by his ex-

ploits, to the rank of the firft date in Greece, an-

* Plut. de Gen. Socr. t. ii. p. 576, 579. Nep. in Epara.
cap. I

.

f Nep. ibid. cap. 2. Plut. ibid. p. 585. iElian. Var. Hift.

Jib. 3, cap. 17.

« Nep. in Epam, cap. 2.
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fvvered Cleomedes.—O Thebes ! exclaimed Ti-

magenes ; O my country ! the happy abode of

my infancy ! Still happier Epaminondas 1 An
involuntary opprcffion hindered him from proceed-

ing. In my turn, 1 cried out : Oh ! how worthy is

that man of being beloved who has fuch fenfibility !

and, throwing myfelf on his neck, My dear Tima-

genesj faid I, fince 3'ou intereft yourfclf fo much

in the fortune of the fpot where you accidentally

were born, what mud be your fentiments for the

friends whom you yourfelf have chofen !—He an-

fwered, preffing my hand, I have often told you

of that unalterable love the Greeks always retain

for their country. It was v/iih difficulty you could

conceive it. Judge by -my tears whether it be

profound and finccre. And he aclually (hed tears.

After a few moments filence, he enquired by

what means a revolution fo glorious for the The-

bans had been efFecled ?—Yoii-cannot expeft from

me, faid Cleomedes, a circumftantial detail of all

that has paffed fmce your departu e. I fliall con-

fine myfelf to the principal events, which will fuf-

fice to inform you of the prefent (late of Greece.

You cannot be ignorant, that, by the taking of

Athens*, all our republics fell, in fome meafure,

under fubjeclion to the Lacedemonians; that

fome were compelled to folicit, and others to ac-

* The year 404 before Chrift,
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cept tlieir alliance. The (hining qualities and

illuftrioiis exploits of Agefilaus, king of Laceda?-

mon, feemed to threaten them with a long llavery.

This great man having been called into Afia, to

the aid of the lonians, who, from their having taken

part with the younger Cyrus, had reafon to appre-

hend the utmoft vengeance of Artaxerxes, feveral

times defeated the generals of that prince ; and his

views enlarging with his fuccefl'es, he had already

conceived the projeft of carrying his arms into

Perfia, and attacking the great king, even on his

throne^.

Artaxerxes diverted the ftorm, and by fums of

money diftributed in feveral of the Grecian cities,

detached them from the Lacedaemonians K Thebes,

Corinth, Argos, and other dates, formed a power-

ful league, and affembling their combined forces

in the fields ofCoronea, in Bccotia*, they foon

came to adion with the troops of Agefilaus, com-

pelled by an order from Laced^mon to interrupt

the courfc of his conquefts. Xenophon, who

fought near the perfon of this prince, affirms that

he never faw a more bloody battle •=. The Lace-

daemonians had the honour of the vidory ; and

^ Pluu in Agef. t. i. p. 603. Nep. in Agef. cap. 4.

' Xencph. Hill:. GriEc. lib. 4, p. 513. Plut. in Agef. t. i.

p. 604. Id. I,aeon. Apopht. t. ii. p. 21 1.

* The year 393 before Chrill.

* Pint, in Agcl". t. i. p. 605. Xencph. in Agef. p. 659.
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the Thebans, that of efFefling their retreat without

being forced to a fhameful flight^

This vidlory, by eftablilhing the power of

Sparta, gave birth to new diflenfions and new

confederacies. Even among the vi6lors fomc

were weary of their fuccefs, others of the glory of

Agefilaus. The latter, headed by the Spartan

Antalcidas, propofed to king Artaxerxes to give

peace to the Grecian nations. Their deputies

alTembled, and Teribazus, the fatrap of Ionia,

declared to them the will of his mafter, in the fol-

lowing terms* :

'^ King Artaxerxes thinks it juft, ift, That the

*' Greek cities of Afia, as well as the ifles of Cla-

" zomenae and Cyprus, fliould remain united ta

'* his empire; 2dly, that the other Greek cities

*' fhould be {'\-ee, except the ifles of Lemnos, Im-

*' bros and Scyros, which fhall appertain to the

*' Athenians. He will join his forces to thofe of

** the dates which Qiall accept thefe conditions,

*' and employ them againft: thofe which (hall re-

*' fufe to receive them ""."

The final conclufion of a treaty which entirely

changed the poliiical fyftem of Greece, was en-

trafted to the Lacedemonian?, who had originally

^ Xen. Hilt. Graze, lib. 4, p. 5 19. Plut. ibid. Diod. Sic.

lib. 14, p. 30:.
* The year .5^7 before Chrift.

"" Xenoph. Hift. Graze, lib. 5, p. 550. lib. 6, p. 602. Ifocr,

de Pac. t. i. p. 361;. Pluc. Apopht. Lacon. t. ii. p. 213.
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conceived the idea, and regulated the articles ; by

the firft of which thty again brought und<?r the

yoke of the Perfians, the Afiatic Greeks, the pre*

fervation of whofe liberty had occafioned the lofj

of {o much blood for near a century ; and by the

fecond, which obliged the Thebans to acknowledge

the independence of the cities of Boc^tia, they en-

feebled perhaps the only power in a condition to

oppofe their projeds". Neither the Thebans nor

Argives, therefore, would accede to the treaty, till

they were conftrained to it by force : the other re-

publics received it without oppofition, and lome

even with joy.

A few years after *, the Spartan Phcebidas, palT-

ing with a body of troops into Bceotia, encamped

in the vicinity of Thebes ". The city was divided

into two fadlions, each headed by one of the chief

magiftrates. Leontiades, the leader of the party

devoted to the Lacedasmonians, perfuaded Phcebi-

das CO take pofleflion of the citadel, and affifted

Iiim in the enterprize. This was in the time of

profound peace, and at the inftant when the The-

bans, devoid ot tear or fufpicion, were celebrat-

ing the fellival of Ceres'. So ftrange an a61: of

^ Xenopli. ibid. p. 551. Plut. in AgcL t. I p. 608. Nep.
in Pelonid. cap. I.

* The year '?^2 before Chrifl.

«» Xenoph. Hift. Grace, lib. 5, t. i. p. ^^6. Plut. in Agef.
t. t. p. 608. Nep. in Pelop. cap. i.

P Xenoph. ibid. p. 557. Plut. in Pelopid. t. i. p. 280.
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perfidy became ftill more odious from the cruelties

exercifed on the citizens who were attached to

the true intereft of their country. Four hundred

of thefe fought an afylum with the Athenians*

Ifmenias, the chief of that party, had, under fri-

volous pretexts, been loaded with chains, and put

to death.

This excited a general clamour throughout

Greece. The Laccdsemonians Ihuddercd with

indignation, and demanded with fury, whether

Phocbidas had received orders to perpetrate fuch an

atrocious adion' ? Agefilaus replied, that a gene-

ral may be allowed to exceed his powers, when

the welfare of the ftate requires ; and that the pro-

ceedings of Phoebidas fliould be judged only ac-

cording to this principle. Leontiades, who was

then at Lacedsemon, appeafed the minds of the

citizens, by exafperating them againft the The-

bans. It was determined to retain poffelTion of the

citadel of Thebes, and that Phccbidas fliould be

condemned to pay a fine of a hundred thoufand

drachmas ^

Thus, faid Timagenes, interrupting Cleomedes,

Lacedzemon profited by the crime, and puniflied

the criminals But what now was the conducfl of

Agefilaus ?—He was accufed, replied Cleomedes,

1 Xenoph. Hid. Graec. lib. 5, p. 557, et 558. Plut. in Agcf.-

t.I.p. 6c8.
' Plut. in Ptlopid. t. i. p. 280. Nep. in Pelopid. cap. I.

» Polyb. Hilt. lib. 4, p. 295.
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of being; the fecret author of ihe enterprlze, and

of the decree that completed its iniquity ^ You
ha<1 infpired me with fome efteem for this prince,

fard Timagenes ; but after fo infamous an aftion—

•

Hold, anfwered Cleomedes, know thiit the vir-

tuous Xenophon has never ceafed to admire,

efteem, and love Agefilaus". I have myfelf made

leveral campaigns under that prince. I do not

fpeak of his military talents. You will fee his

trophies ereftcd in feveral of the provinces of

Greece and Alia*: but thus much I can affure

you, that he was adored by the foldierr y, Avith

whom helhiarcd every difficulty and danger; that,

in his Afiaiic expedition, he artonifhed the barba-

rians by the fimplicity of his demeanour, and the

elevation of his fentiments ; that he aftoniflied us

at all times by new proofs of difintereftednefs, fru-

gality, moderation, and benignity ; that without

thinking of his own greatnefs, without fearing left

others (hould forget it, he was of eafy acccfs, and

poffelled an engaging familiarity, untainted with

rancour or jealoufy ^, and was ever ready to

liften to our complaints. In a word, his manners

were as auftere as thofe of the moft rigid Spartan ;

nor was the moft amiable Athenian ever endowed

t Phit. in Agef. p. 609.
" Xcnoph. Hill. Graec. lib. 5. Id. in Agef.
-'• Ifocr. Archid. t. ii. p. cji^.

y Xenopli. in Agef. p. 667.
^ Pint, in Agef. I. i. p. 599.

Vol. U. C
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with a more cultivated and elegant iinderftanding*.

I fhall add but one ftroke to this eulogium. In

thofe fplendid conquefts which he made in Afia,

it was always his firfl: care to render more fupporc-

able the hard fate of the prifoners, and to reftore

liberty to the Haves''.

Alas! what avail all thefe good qualities, replied

Timagenes, if he has tarnifhed them by giving his

fandion to the injuftice exercifed againft the The-

bans?—Yet he confidered juftice, faid Cleomedes, as

thefirftofvirtues'^. I acknowledge thathedidfome-

times violate it, and without attempting to apolo-

gize for fuch violation fhall obferve, that it was

only to favour his friends, and never to diftrefs

his enemies**. He changed his condud refped-

ing the Thebans, either from a perfuafion that all

means were lawful to humble a power which was

the rival of Sparta, or that he thought proper to

avail himfelf of the opportunity to revenge his

perfonal injuries. He had brought all his paffions

under fubjedlion except one, which maftered him ;

and, fortified by the fuppreffion of the others, was

become tyrannical, unjuft, and incapable of par-

doning an offence. This was an inordinate love

of glory, a fentiment the Thebans had more than

=• Xenoph. in Agef. p. 619. Plut. in Agef. p. ^g6^
^ Xenoph. ibid. p. 65^!.

«= Plut. Lacon, Apopht. t. ii. p. 213.
* Plut. in Agef, t. i. p. 598. Id, Lacon. Apopht. p. 209.
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once wounded in his perfon"^, efpecially by dif-

tonceiting his projeft of dethroning the king of

Perfia.

The decree of the Lacedaemonians was the £era

of their dechne. The greater part of the allies

abandoned them; and, three or four years after*,

the Thebans fliook off an odious yoke '^. Some

intrepid citizens, in one night, in a fingle momenti

dePcroyed the partizans of tyranny s and their firll

efforts being feconded by the people, the Spartans

evacuated the citadel. Young Pelopidas, one of

the exiles, was among the principal leaders of this

conlpiracy ^. Dillinguiflied as he was by birth

and wealth, he fhortly became confpicuous by ac-

tions the fplendour of which refledled honour on

his country.

All conciliatory means were henceforward im-

pradlicable to the two natiens. The hatred of the

Thebans was extremely augmented from having

received a fevere injury, and that of the Lacedae-

monians from having been the aggrclfors. Though
the latter were engaged in feveral wars, they made

fome irruptions into Bocotia. Agefilaus twice con-

duced thither '' thofe foldiers who had ever been

accurtomed to conquer under his command. That

« Xenopli. lib. 7, p. 621. Plut. in A}:refi p. 599.
* 'I'lic year 379 or 378 before Chriit.
f Xcnoph. Hift. Grxc. lib. 5, p. 566.
E Plut. in Pflop. p. 281. Ncp, in Pclop. cap 2.

^ Xenoph. Hill. lib. 5, p. 572, et 575. Dodvvell, Anna!. Xe-
iloph. ad ann. 378.
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general being wounded in an indecifive adion, tli'e

Spartan Antalcidas, pointing to the blood dreaming

from his wound, faid to him, *' Behold the fruit of

" the leflbns you have given the Thebans^" And
indeed the latter, after at firfl; fuffering their fields

to be laid wafle, tried their (Irength in fKirmilhes,

which foon became frequent. Pelopidas led them

daily againft the enemy ; and, notwithftanding the

impetuofity of his charader, checked them in their

fuccefles, encouraged thtm in their defeats, and

gradually taug'.t them to brave thofe Spartans,

whofe reputation they formerly had dreaded ftill

more than their valour. As for himfelf, inftruded

by his own errors and the examples of Agefilaus,

he adopted the experience of the ableft general of

Greece, and in a fucceeding campaign gathered

the fruit of his labours and refledions.

He was in Bosotia^, and marchii-'g towards

Thebes*, when he fell in with a body of Lacedae-

monians, much more numerous than the forces he

had under his command, returning by the fame

road. A Theban horfeman, who had advanced

before the army, and difcovercd them coming out

of a defile, haftened back to Pelopidas :
" We

" have fallen," exclaimed he, " into the hands of

'^ the enemy."—" And why fhould you not fay

. f

» Plut. In Pelopid. p. 285.
^ Id. ibid.

* The year 375 before Chrlft,
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" the enemy have fallen into ours ?" replied the

general. Until this time, no nation had ventured

to attack the Lacedzemonians with equal, dill lefs

with inferior forces. The confli(fc was bloody, and

vi<5lory hung long in fufpenfe. The Lacedemo-

nians, having loft their two generals and the flower

of their warriors, opened, without breaking their

ranks, to let the enemy pafs ; but Pelopidas, will-

ing to remain mafter of the field of battle, charged

them a fccond time, and at length enjoyed the

pleafure of completely defeating and difperfing

them.

This unexpefled fuccefs aftoniflied Lacedsemon,

Athens, and all the Grecian republics, who, fa-

tigued with the mifcries of war, relblved to come

to an amicable termination of their differences.

The general aflembly was convoked at Lacedje-

mon ', where Epaminondas appeared, with the

other deputies of Thebes.

He was then in his fortieth j^ear. He had hi-

therto, according to the advice of the fages, led

a retired and concealed life "" ; nay, he had

done fiill better, by enabling himfelf to render it

of utility to others. On coming out of his mino-

rity, he took on himfelf the completion of his e.lu-

cation. Notwithftanding the mediocrity of his

fortune, he procured Lyhs the philofopher to live

* Xenoph. lib. 6, p. 590.

Plut. de Occult. Vivtnd. t. ii. p. 11 29.
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with him", and deeply imbibed the fublime ideas

of virtue taught by the Pythagoreans j and that

virtue which ilione in his minutell acftions, ren-

dered him inacceffible to every fpecies of fear.

At the fame time that he was fortifying his health

by running, v>Tefl;ling°, and ftili more by tem-

perance, he (ludicd mankind, confulted the moft

enlightened fages p, and meditated on the refpcc-

tive duties of the general and magiftrate. In his

public harangues, he did not diidain the orna-

ments of art ^ ; but the eloquence of great fouls

was always their predominant embellilhment. His

talents, which have placed him in the foremoft

rank of orators, flione forth for the firfl time at the

conference of Laced^mon, the operations of which

were guided by Agefilaus.

The rights and interefts of the different repub-

lics were there uifcuffed by their refpeftive depu-

ties. I accidentally obtained a fight of the ha-

rangues of the three ambaifadors from Athens.

The firft was one of the priefls of Ceres, elated

with his birth, and proud of the encomiums he

received or bcftovved upon himfelf '. He enume-

rated the important commiffions* the Athenians

n Plut. de Gen. Socr. t. ii. p. 58c. jElian. Var. Hiil. lib. 3,

cap. 17. Diod. Sic. lil\ 15, p. ^^6. Id. in Excerpt. Yaku
p. 246. Cicer. dc Off. lib. 1 , cap. ^14, t. iii. p. 223.

" Nep. in Epam. cap. 2.

P Id. cap. 3.

'i Id. cap. 5.

f Xenoph. Kill. lib. 6, p. 59c.
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had entrufted to his family ; talked of the benefits

the flates of Peloponnefus had received from the

deities whofe minifter he was, and concluded by

obferving that war could not begin too late nor

terminate too fpcedily. Calliftratus, a celebraLeJ

orator, inftead of defending the general intercd of

Greece, had the indifcretion to infinuate, in pre-

fence of all the allies, that the partial union of

Athens and Lacedsemon would fecure to thofe

two powers the fovereignty both of the fea and

land. Autocles, the third deputy, boldly expa-

tiated on the repeated injuftice of the Lacedtemo-

nians, who were perpetually fummoning the na-

tions to receive liberty, while they in reality held

them in bondage, under the idle pretext of being

guarantees to the treaty of Antalcidas.

I have already laid that, by this treaty, all the

Grecian cities Ihould be free : but the Lacedemo-
nians, whilll they kept the cities of Laconia in de-

pendence, haughtily required that thofe of Boeotia

fliould no longer be fubjed to the Thebans^ As
they were launching out into bitter complaints

againft the latter, and no longer expreffing them-

fclves with their cuftomary precifion, Epaminondas,

wearied with their prolix inveflives, faid to them
one day :

" You will at lead allow that we have
" made you lengthen your monofyllables ^" The

* Diod. Sic. lib. 15, p. 366.
* Plut. de Sui Laudc, t. ii. p. 545. Id. Apoplit. t. ii, p. 193.
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difcourfe he then pronounced, made fo powerful

an impreffion on the deputies, as to alarm AgefilauSi

The Theban forcibl}' infifted on the neceffity of a

treaty folely founded on juftice and on reafon :

** And does it appear to you jufl and reafonable/*

faid Agefilaus, " to grant independence to the

" cities of Boeotia ?"—'* And do you," replied

Epaminondas, " think it reafonable and juft to

'^ acknowledge the independence of thofe of La-

'^conia?"— " Explain yourfelf roundly," faid

Agefilaus, inflamed with paffion ; " I afk youj,

" whether the cities of Bceotia fliall be free ?"—

•

*' And I," anfwcred Epaminondas fternly, " dc-

" mand of you, whether thofe of Laconia fliall

'^ be fo ?"—On thefe words, Agefilaus effaced the

name of the Thebans from the treaty, and the af-

fembly feparated ".

Such, it is pretended, was the iffue of this fa-

mous conference. Some indeed relate it differ-

ently, and more to the advantage of Agefilaus ^.

Be that as it may, the principal articles of the de-

cree of the alfembly expreffed that the troops

fliould be difbanded, all the ftates enjoy their li-

berties, and that each of the confederate powers

fhould be permi.ted to fuccour the oppreffed

cities y.

" Id. in Apfcf. t. i. p. 61 1.

='- Xenoph. lib. 6, p. 593.
y Xenoph. lib. 6, p. 593. Diod. Sic. lib. 15, p. 355.
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There was yet time for negociation, but the

Licedcemonians, hurried on to their ruin by a

fpirit of ii.fatuation*, gave orders to their king

Cleombrotus, who commanded the aUied arniy in

Phocis, 10 march into Bocotia. This "army con-

lifted of ten thoufand foot foldiers, and one thou-

fmd horfe^. The Thebans could only oppofe to

thefe forces fix thoufand infantry '', and a fmall

body of cavalry ; but Epaminondas was at their

head, and had under him Pelopidas.

It was averted that finifter omens had been ob-

fcrved ; he anfwered, that the beft of prefages

was to dtfend our country •=. Favourable oracles

were likewife reported ; and on thefe he appeared

to rely with fuch confidence as to be fufpedled of

being their author '*. His troops had deeply im-

bibed his own fpirit. The cavalry of the enemy,

picked up as it were by chance, had neither ex-

perience nor emulations The allied cities had

confented to this expedition with the greateft re-

luftance, and it was with regret the foldiers began

their march. The king of Laced^emon was no

flranger to this difcouragement : but he had ene-

'^ Xenoph. Hift. Grasc. lib. 6, p. 594.
=> Pint, in Pelop. t. i. p. 288.
^ Diod. ibid. p. 367,
"" Id. ibid.

^ Xenoph. ibid. p. 595. Diod. ibid. Polypcn. Strat. lib. i^

C3, ^8.
'^ Xenoph. lib. 6, p. 596.
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mies, and rifkcd every thing rather than furnilh

their hatred with new pretexts ^

The two armies met near a fmall town in Bocotia

called Leudra. On the evening before the battle,

vvhilft Epaminondas was making his difpofitions,

and anxious about an event which was to decide

the hie of his country, he learned that an officer of

diftindion had juft expired quietly in his tent

:

*' Ye Gods I" cried he, *' how is it poflible to

'* find time to die in fuch a fituation s!"

The next day * was fought that battle, rendered

for ever memorable by the great abilities dif-

played by the Theban general. Cleombrotus

was pofted on the right of his army with the La-

cedemonian phalanx^, protected by his cavalry

which formed the front line. Epaminondas, cer-

tain of the victory if he could break this for-

midable wing, refolved to refufe his right to the

enemy, and to attack with his left. He filed off

thither his beft troops, drew them up fifty deep,

and placed his cavalry likewife in the front. Cle-

ombrotus obfcrving this, changed his firft difpo-

fition ; but, inftead of giving his wing more depth,

^ Clcer. de Oflic. lib. i, cap. 24, t. iii. p. 201.

S Pint, de San. Tuend. t. ii. p. 136.
* The 8th of July of the Julian proleptic year, 371 before

Chriit.

•> Xcnoph. Ilift. Gvccc. lib. 6, p. 596. Diod. lib. 15,

p. 3yo. Pint, in Pelopid. p. 289. Arrian. Taftic. p, 32. Fo-
lard. Trait, de la Colon, chap. 10, in the iirll volume of the

Tranflatioii of Polybius, p. 57.
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he extended It to outflank Epamlnondas. During

this movement, the Theban cavalry poured on

that of the Lacedaemonians, and drove them back

on their phalanx, which was only twelve deep.

Pelopidas, who commanded the facred battalion*,

took it in flank, and Epaminondas fell upon it

with all the weight of his column. The phalanx

fuftained the fliock with a courage worthy of a

better caufe, and a happier fuccefs. Prodigies of

valour could not ilive Cleombrotus. The war-

riors around him facrificed their lives either in

defence of his, or to refcue his body, which the

Thcbans had not the honour to carry off ti.e

field.

After his death, the Peloponnefian army re-

tired to their camp, fituated on an adjoining emi-

nence. Some Lacedaemonians propofed to renew

the battle'; but their generals, terrified at the lofs

that Sparta had juft fuftained, and not knowing

how to confide in allies who were more pleafed

than atlli(5led at her humiliation, fuffered the The-

bans peaceably to raife a trophy on the field of

battle. The lofs of the latter was inconfiderable ;

that of the enemy amounted to four thoufand

men, among whom were a thoufand Laced^emo-

* This was a band of three hundred young Thebans, re-

nowned for their valour.

? Xenoph. Hift. Graec. lib. 6, p. 597.
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nians. Of feven hundred Spartans, four hundred

lofl their lives ^.

The firft intelligence of this viftory excited in

Athens only an indecent jealoufy of the Thebans*.

At Sparta it awakened thofe extraordinary fcn-

timents which the laws of Lycurgus imprint in

every heart. The people were attending at fo-

lemn games, where men of all ages difputed the

prize of wreftling, and other gymnaftic exercifes.

On the arrival of the meffenger, the magiftrates

forefaw that the fate of Laced^emon was decided ;

and, without interrupting the exhibition, fent to

inform each family of the lofs they had fuftained,

exhorting mothers and v/ives to fupport their

grief in filence. The next day, the relations of

the H'din were feen, with countenances expreffive

ofjoy, thronging to the temples and the forum, to

thank the gods, and mutually to congratulate each

other, on having given fuch brave citizens to the

flate; while the friends of thofe who had furvived

their defeat, dared not expofe themfelves to the

public eye, or appeared on!v with the emblems of

forrov*' and of mourning. The painful fenfluion of

fliame, and the love of their country, were fo pre-

valent among the greater number, that hufbands

^ Xenopli. ibid. Diod. lib. 15, p. 371.
' Xenoph. ibid, p ^qS.
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could not bear to be looked on by their w'ves, and

mothers trembled for the reinrn of their fons"'-.

The Thebans were fo elated with this fiiccefs,

that the philofonher Antifthenes faid : "Me*
" thinks I fee a number of fcholars proud of hav-

" ing beaten their mafter"!" On the other

hand, the Lacedaemonians, unwilling to confefs

their defeat, required that the matter in difpute

fliould be referred by both nations to t;ie

Achsans^

Two years after **, Epaminondas and Pelopidas

were named Bccotarchs, or chiefs of the Boeotian

league*. The concurrence of circumflances, mu-

tual efteem, friendfliip, and a uniformity of views

and fentiments, formed an indillbluble union be-

tween thefe two great men. The one undoubtedly

poffefled more virtues and talents, but the other

almoft raifed himfelf to a level with him by ac-

knowledging his fuperiority. With this faithftii

companion of his labours and his glory, Epami-

nondas entered Peloponnefus, fpreading terror and

defolation through the flares in alliance wiih La-

ced^mon'', haftening the defeil ion of others, and

breaking the yoke under which the Meli'enians

"> Xenopli. lib. 6, p. 597. Plut. in Agcfil. t. i. p. 612.
" Pint, in Lye. t. i. p. 59.
" Polyb. Hiit. lib. 2, p. 127.

P Dodwell. Anna). Xenopli. p. 279.
* The year 369 before Clirul.

< Xcnoph. lib. 6, p. 607. iEliau. Var. Hlft. lib. 4, cap. 8.
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had groaned for centuries. Seventy thoufand

men, of different nations, marched under his or-

ders with an equal confidence ^ He led them to

Lacedcemon, refolved to attack her inhabitants

even at their very doors, and to ered a trophy in

the middle of the city.

Sparta has neither walls nor citadel ^^ but Age-

filaus took care to line with troops feveral rifing

grounds within its precincls, and placed his army on

the declivity of the higheft of thefe eminences,-

From hence was it that he difcovered Epaminon-

das approaching at the head of his army, and

making his difpofitions to pafs the Eurotas, fwelled

by the melting of the fnow. After long following

him with his eyes, he only fufFered thefe words to

efcape him :
'' What a man 1 What a prodigy"^

!"

Meanwhile this prince was agitated by the'

moft cruel anxiety . Without, was a formidable

army; within, a fmall body of foldiers who no

longer believed themfelves invincible, and a great

number of fadious citizens who took every kind

of licence. To thefe were added, the murmurs

and complaints of the inhabitants, who faw their

poffefiions ravaged, and their lives in danger

;

Pint, in Pelop. p. 290; in Agef. p. 613. Diod. Sic. lib*

15. p. 375, ef390.
. . . .,

s Xenoph. Hift. Gr^c. p. 608. Id. in Agef. p. 062. Liv<

lib. 34, cap. 38. et lib. 39, cap. 37. Ncp. in Agef. cap. 6.

Jullin. lib. 14, cap. 5'.

I Piut. in Agef. t. i. p. 613.
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the general outcry, which accufed him of being

the author of the miferies of all Greece; and the

painful recoUeftion of a reign once fplendid and

glorious, but now dilhonoured at its clofe by a

fpeclacle no lefs novel than tremendous : for during

feveral centuries pad the enemy had fcarcely ven-

tured on a few hafty incurfions on the frontiers of

Laconia " ; and never had the Spartan women be

held the fmoke of their camp ^.

Notvvithftcnding thefe juft fubjefts of alarm,

Agefilaus exhibited a ferene countenance, and dc-

fpifed the infults of his enemies, who, to force

him to relinquilh his poficion, alternately re-

proached him with cowardice, and laid wafte the

adjacent country in his fight. Whilft this was

tranfacling, about two hundred confpirators hav-

ing gained pofleffion of an advantageous pod:, dif-

ficult to force, it was propofcd to him to march

a body of troops againfl them : but Agefilaus re-

jefted this advice, and prefenting himfelf to the

rebels, followed by a fingle attendant: "You
*' have miftaken my orders," faid he to them ;

" it was not hither you fiiould have repaired, but

*' to fuch and fuch a place ;" pointing at the fame

time to thofe in which it was his intention to dif-

" Thucyd. lib. 2, cap. 25; 1. 4, cap. 41 ; I. 5, cap. 14. I'lut.

in Per. p. 170.
* Ifocr. in Arcliid. t. ii. p. 30. Dinarch. adv. Demofth. ap.

Orat. Grsec. p. 99. Diod. Sic. lib. 15. p. 377. ^lian. Var.
Hift. lib, 13. cap. 42. Pint, in Agcf. p. 613.
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pcrfe them. They inftantly obeyed, and pfd-»

ceeded wirhout hefitacion lo the different ftations

he dffigned them y.

Meanwhile Epaminondas defpaired of drawing

the Lacedjemonians into the plain. The win-

ter was far advanced. Aheady the troops of

Arcadia, of Argos, and of Elis, had abandoned

the fiege. The Thebans were fuffering daily

loffes, and began to want provifions. The Arlie-

nians and other ftates were making levies in favour

of the Lacedaemonians. Thefe reafons induced

Epaminondas to retreat. Ele fpread devaftation

through the reft of Laconia j and after avoidmg

the army of the Athenians commanded by Iphi-

crates, led back, his own without interruption into

BcEotia *.

The chiefs of the Boeotian league hold their of-

fice only fjr a year, at the expiiation of wliich

they (liould refign the command to their fuc-

ceflbrs. Epaminondas and Pelopidas had retained

their authority four months longer than the term

prefcribed by law*''. For this they were accuied,

and judicially profecuted. The lattet dclcnded

himfelfvvithout dignity, and had recourfe to fup-

plications ; but Epaminondas appeared before his

judges w th the fame tranqnillitv as at the head of

y Plut. in Acref. p. 614.
2 Xeno; h. Hill. Gia?c.Iib. 6, p. 612.
* Fk't. in Pdop. t. i. p. 290. Nfp. in Epam. cap. 7.

his
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his army, and thus addreffed them. '* The law

" condemns me ; I merit death ^, I only de-

'^ mand that this infcription be engraven on my
*' tomb : The Thebans have put Epaminondas to

" death, becaufe at LeudVra he forced them to at-

*' tack and vanquilh thofe Lacedaemonians whom
" they did not before dare to look in the face;

*' becaufe his vidlory faved his country, and re-

" ftored liberty to Greece ; becaufe, under his

** command, the Thebans befieged Lacedsemon,

** which deemed herfelf too fortunate to efcape

*' from ruin ; and becaufe he rebuilt Mefl'ene,

" and furrounded it with ftrong walls *= !" All

prefent applauded this fpeech of Epaminondas,

and the judges did not dare to condemn him.

Envy, which receives new animation from the

failure of its projeifls, believed the opportunity to

humble him was now arrived. In the diftribu-

tion of public offices, the conqueror at Leuftra

was appointed to fuperintend the cleanlinefs of

the ftreets, and the maintenance of the common
fewers of the city. He gave dignity to this em-

ployment, and (liewed, as he himfelf had faid,

that we ihould not judge of men by their places,

but of places by thofe who fill them''.

During the fix years which have fince elapfed.

'» Pint, de Sui Laude, t. ii. p. 540.
« Nep. in Epam. cap. 8. -£lian. lib. 13, cap. 42,
^ Plut. de Prascept. Reip. t. ii. p. 8n.

Vol. II. D
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we have more than on^e feen Epaminondas ren-

der the Theban arms refpected m Peloponnefus,

ad Felopidas exhnbic them triumpham in Thef-

faly '. We have fcen the latter chofen arbitrator

between two brothers, competitors for the throne

of Macedon ; and, after h:iving terminated their

differences, and rellored peace to that diftraded

kingdom^, pals to the court of SufaS, where,

preceded by his fame, he received the moft dif-

tinguifhed honours, entirely *difconcerted themea-

fures of the ambaffadors of Athens and Laced^-

mon, who were foliciting the alliance of the king

of Perfia, and obtained for his country a treaty

of rtridl union with that prince.

He lafb year -f headed an expedition againft a

tyrant of Theil'aly, named.. Alexander, and fell in

battle while purfuing the enemy, whom he had

reduced to a fhameful flight^. Thebes and the

allied powers wept his death : Thebes has loft one

of her ableft fupporters, but Epaminondas ftill

lives. He projeds to give the fatal blow to

Lacedsemon. All the Grecian renubiics are di-

viding, forming leagues, and making immenfe

e Xenoph. Hifl. Groec. lib. 7, p. 616 et 624. Plut. in Pe-

lopld. p. 291. Dodwell. Anaal. Xenoph. p. 280, 283,
f Plat, ibid.

E Xenoph. lib. 7, p. 620. Plat. ibid. p. 294.
* The year 367 before Chrift. Dodwell. Annal>)

f The year 364 before Chrift.

^ Plut. in Pelop. p. 296. Nep. in Pelop. cap. 5. Dodwefl.

Anual, Xenoph. p. 286.
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preparations. It is faid that the Athenians will

join the Lacedaemonians ; but that this union will

not deter Epaminondas. The next fpring will

decide this mighty quarrel.—Such was the recital

of Cleomedes.

After feveral days favourable navigation, we
arrived at the Thracian Bofphorus, the name given

to the channel of which Cleomedes had fpoken.

Its entrance is dangerous; contrary winds often

drive veflels on the neighbouring coa(ls% where

navigators are condemned either to death or 11a-

very ; for the inhabitants of that country are real

barbarians, fmce they arc cruel ''.

On entering the channel *, the crew addrefled

repeated thankfgivings to Jupiter, furnamed

Urius, whofe tem.ple we had feen on our left on

the Afiatic coaft, and who had preferved us from

thfe danger of fo tempeftuous a fea ^ In the mean

time, I obferved to Timagenes, that the Euxine

lea receives, as it is faidj near forty rivers, fome

of them very confiderable, which cannot all efcape

by fo inadequate an outlet ™. What then, faid I, be-

comes of that prodigious quantity of v/ater which

falls day and night into this vaft refervoir ?—You
fee part of it flow through the ftrait, anfwered

• Voy. de Chard, t. i. p. 1 00.

^ Xenoph. Hift. Grxc. lib. 7, p. 380 et 412.
* See the map of the Bofphorus of Thrace.
» ChiOiull. Antiq. Afiat. p. 61.

^ Voy. de Tournefort, t. ii. p. 123.

I D 2
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he. The remainder is raifed in vapdur, hy
the rays of the fun ; for the waters of this fea

being frefher and confequently h'ghter than thofc

of other feas, more eafily evaporate ". And how
can we be certain but that thofe abyfles of which

we heard Cleomedes fpeak, may abforb part of

the waters of the Euxine, and convey them to dif-

tant feas by fubterraneous paffages under the Con-

tinent ?

The Thracian Bofphorus divides Europe from

Afia. Its length, from the temple of Jupiter to

the city of Byzantium, where it terminates, is one

hundred and twenty ftadia^ *; its breadth is va-

rious ; at the entrance it is four ftadia ^
-f, at the

other extremity fourteen J ; and in certain places

its- waters form large bafons and deep bays ^.

On each fide, the country rifes in an amphi-

theatre, and prefents the moft agreeable and highly

diverfified points of view : hills clothed with wood,

and fertile valleys, form, at intervals, a ftriking

" Arift. Meteor, lib. 2, cap. 2. t. i. p. 592.
** Herodot. lib. 4, cap. 8j. Polyb. lib. 4, p. 307 ct 311.

Arrian. Peripl. p. 12. ap. Geogr. Mrn. t. i.

* 41 leagues.

P Herodot, ibid. Strab. lib. 2, p. 125.

•f Almoft Haifa mile. See the tables at the end of Vol. VII.

J About a mile and a half. The ancients differ amongft
themfelves, and dill more the moderns, refpefting thefe mea^
fures, as well as refpefting thofe of the Euxine, the Propontis>

and the Hellefpont. I have generally adhered to thofe ol"

Herodotus, as the btft known at the time of this voyage.

« Voy. dc Tournef. t. ii. p. 156.
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contraft with the rocks, which fuddenly chan^ye

the diredlion or the channel .

On the higheft of thefe eminences are difcovered

monuments ofthe piety of the people ; on the fhore,

dehghtful houfes, tranquil harbours, citiesandtowns

enriched by commerce, andilreamspouringforththe

tribute oftheirwaters. Thefe profpeils are animated,

in certain feafons, by numberlefs boats employed ia

the fifhery, and veffels under fail for the Euxine,

or returning laden with its produce.

Towards the middle of the channel, we were

iliewn the place where Darius, king of Perfia,

palled feven hundred thoufand men he was lead-

ing againft the Scythians, over a bridge of boats.

The ftrait, which js only five ftadia in breadth *, is

there narrowed by a promontory, on which (lands

a temple of Mercury*. At this fpot, two men

placed, the one in Europe, the other in Afia, may

eafily make themfelves heard by each other *. Soon

after, we came in fight of the citadel and walls of

Byzantium, and entered the port, after leaving on

the left the little city of Chryfopolis, and difcoyer-

ing, on the fame fide, that of Chalcedon.

* Voy. de Tournef. t. ii. p. 1 25.

* Somcwliat more than half a mile. See the TableSt
J

• Polyb. lib. 4, p. 311. Plin. h'b. 4, cap. 24.

I Mem. de I'Acad. dcs Bell. Lettr. t. xxxii. p. 635,
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CHAP. II.

Defcription of Byzantium.—Voyage from that City.

to Lefhos,—The Straits of the Hellefpojit—Greek

Colonies,

YZANTRIM, anciently founded by the

Megareans , and fucceflively rebuilt by the;

Milefians '', and other nations of Greece >', is fi-

tuated on a promontory nearly of a triangular

form. Never was there a happier or more majeftic

lituation. The eye, while glancing over the hori-

zon, repofes to the right, on the Tea called the

Propontis ; oppofite, and beyond a narrow channel,

on the cities of Chalcedon and Chryfopolis ; then

on the ftrait of the Bofphorus ; and laftly, on

fertile eminences, and a gulf which ferves by way

of harbour, and retreats to the depth of fixty fladia*

within the land *.

On the point of the promontory (lands the

citadel. The walls of the city are built of huge-

fquare ftones, fo jointed as apparently to form only

i

" Stcph. in Bi'^av. Eudath. in Dionyf. v. 804.
^ Veil. Paterc. lib. 2, cap. 15.

7 Amm. Marcell, lib. 22, cap. 8, p. 308. Juftin. lib. 9, cap. I,
^ Strab. lib. 7, p. 320. '• -

•
-

* z\ leagues.
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a fingle block ^ They are much loftier on ihe land-

fide than towards the water, being naturally de-

fended by the waves, and in fome places by the

rocks they are built on, which proje(5t into the

fea''.

In this city, bcfides a gymnafiam'^, and feverai

kinds of public edifices, we meet with all the con-

veniences a rich and numerous people are able to

procure^. They aflcmblc in a forum, fpacious

enough to contain a fmall army ranged in or-

der of battle ^ There they confirm or rcjcfl the

decrees of a fenate more enlightened than them-

felves^. This abfurdity has ftruck me in fjveral of

the Grecian cities, and has often made me recol-

lect the faying of Anacharfis to Solon :
" With

** you, the fages difcufs, but the ignorant de-

" cid«e ^"

The territory of Byzantium produces an abun-

dance of grain and fruits'^, but is expofed to the

too frequent incurfions of the Thracians, who in-

liabit the adjoining villages'. A furprifing quan-

= Dio. Hill:. Rom. lib. 74, p. 1 25 1. Herodian. lib. 3, in

init.

'' Dio. ibid. Xcnoph. Exped. Cyr. lib. j, p. 395.
' Arill.de Cur. Rei fam. t. ii. p. 502.
•J Diod. Sic. lib. 13, p. 190.
^ Xcnoph. ibid. Zozim. lib. 2, p. 687.
f Demollh. de Cor. p. 487.
f> Plut. in Solon, t. i. p. 81.
•> Poiyb. lib. 4, p. 3 1 3. Herodian. lib, 3. in init. Tacit. -

Annal. lib. 12, cap 63.
* Xenoph. Exped. Cyr. p. 398. Polyb. ibid.

D4
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tity of fi(h is caught in the harbour itfelf^, in,

autumn, when they defcend from the Euxine into

the lower Teas ; and, in fpring, in their return to the

Pontus ^ This fiQiery, and the curing of thefifh,

produce great fums to the revenues of the city™,

which is crowded likevvife with merchants, and

fupported by an aflive and flourifliing commerce.

Its port, flieltered on every fide from tempefts, at-

trafts thither the velTels of all the Grecian nations;

and its fituation at the head of the ftrait enables it to

flop or fubjeft to heavy duties the foreign merchant?

who trade in the Euxine ", and to famifh the nations

who draw from it their fubfifbence. Hence the

conftant endeavours of the Athenians and Lace-

daemonians to engage this city in their interefts,

Byzantium was now in alliance v/ith the former".

Cleomedes had taken in fait provifions at Panti-

capseum ^ ; but as thofe of Byzantium are in higher

eftimation ^, he there completed his flock j and,

after finijlhing his affairs, we left the harbour, and

entered the Propontis. The breadth of thisfea"^ is

^ Strab. lib. 7, p. 32c. Athen. lib. 3, cap. 25, p. 116. Pet,

Gill. Praef. ad Urb. Ddcrip.
' Arift- Hift. Anim. lib. 6, cap. 17, t. i. p. 874; lib. 8, cap. 19,

t. i. p. 913. Plin.lib^ 9, cap. 15, t. i. p. 507. Tacit. Annal.
lib. 12, cap. 63.

'

» Arift. de Cur. Rei Fam. t. ii. p. 502.
" Demofth. in Leptia. p. 549. ib. in PolycL p. 1084. Xenoph,

Hift. Graec. lib. 4, p. 542. •

" Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 412.
P Demofth. in Lacr. p. 953.
1 Allien, lib. 3, p. 1 17 et 120«

' Herodot. lib. 4, cap. 86.
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fald to be five hundred fladia *, and its length

fourteen hundred -j-. On its fliores (land feveral

celebrated cities, founded or conquered by the

Greeks i on the one fide, Selymbria, Perinthus,

and Byzanthus; on the other, Aftacus in Bithynia,

and Cyficus in Mylia.

The feas we had vifited prefented on their coafts

feveral fettlements formed by the nations of Greece.

I was to meet with others in the Hdlefpont, and

iioubtlefs alfo in ftill more diftant feas. What were

the motives of thefe emigrations ? Whither were

they direfted ? Have the colonies preferved any

connections with the mother countries ? Cleomedes

laid before me feveral maps, and Timagenes loft

no time in anfwering my queftions.

Greece, faid he, is a peninfula bounded on the

weft by the Ionian, and on the eaft by the ^gean

fea. It comprifes at prefent Peloponnefus, Attica,

Phocis, BoEOtia, Theflaly, iEtolia, Acarnania, part

of Epirus, and fome other fmall provinces. There,

among other flourifhing cities, we diftinguifh Lace-

damon, Corinth, Athens and Thebes.

This country is of a very moderate extent |', ge-

nerally fterile, and almoft every where mountainous.

The favages, who wereitsancientinhabitants,airem-

bled together from necefliry, and at length fpread

I
.

' I ^ «
* Near 19 leagues,

•f Near 53 leagues.

;^ About 1 900 fquare leagues*^
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themfelves over different diftrifts. Let us take a cur-

fory view of the prefenc flate of our poflefTions.

To the weft, we occupy the neighbouring iflands,

as Zacynthus, Cephalenia, and Corcyra : we have

even fome fettlements on the coall: of Illyria.

Further on, we have formed numerous and power-

ful ftates on the coafts of the fouthern part of Italy,

and in almoii all Sicily. Still farther you will find,

in the country of the Gauls, Marfeilles, founded

by the Phocians, the mother of feveral colonies

eftablifhed on the adjacent coafts ; Marfeilles, who

may pride herfelf in having inftituted fage laws^

conquered the Carthaginians % and made the

fciences and arts of Greece flouridi in a bar-

barous country.

In Africa, the opulent city of Cyrene, the capi-r

tal of a kingdom of the fame name, and Naucratis

fituated on one of the mouths of the Nile, are

under our dominion.

Returning towards the north, you will find us ia

pofTefTion of almoft the whole ifland of Cyprus,

the illes of Rhodes and Crete, thofe ofthe^gean

fea, great part of the coafts of Afia oppofite to

thofe iflands, the ifles of the Hellefpont, and

feveral diftricts on the fliores of the Propontis and

the Euxine.

As a natural confequence of their fituation, tKe

Athenian colonies dircded their courfe towards the

' Thucyd. lib. i, cap. 13..
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caft, as thofe of Peloponnefus did towards the

weft of Greece ^ The inhabitants of Ionia and

ieveral iflands of the ^gean fea are of Athenian

crio-in. Many cities were founded by the Corin-

thians in Sicily, and by the Lacedaemonians in

Crsecia Magna.

The excefs of population in a diftrid, the am-

bition of the chiefs", the love of liberty among

^he private citizens, contagious and frequent mala-;

dies, falfe predictions of the oracles, and rafli vows,

gave rife to many of thefe emigrations; thofe of a

more recent date originated in commercial and

political views. All thefe motives have contributed

to add new countries to Greece, and introduced the

Jaws of nature and of fentiment into the pubhc

code*.

The ties by which children are bound to thofe

who gave them birth, flill fubfift between the colo-

nics and the cities that founded them ''. Confidered

in their various relations, they afTume the endear-

ing and refpedable names of daughter, fifter, and

mother, and their reciprocal afliances arife from

their rcfpedlive titles *.

It is tlie n:Uural duty of the motlier country to

* Thucyd. lib. I. csp. 12.
" Herodot. lib. 5, cap. 42.
=« Bougainv. DifTert. fur Ics Metr. et les Col. p. 18. Spanh.

de PrxU. Num. p. 580. Ste. Croix, de i'Etat des Colonies des
anciens Peuples, p. 6^.

y Flat, de Leg. lib. 6, t, ii. p. -54.

f Spanh. ibid, p, 575.
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prote<5t her colonies, which, on their fide, think

themfelves called upon to fly to her fuccour when-

ever flie is attacked. From her it is that they fre-

quently receive their priefts, their magiftrates % and

generals; they adopt or retain her laws and

cuftoms, and the worfliip of her gods, and fend

annually to her temples the firfl: fruits of their har-

vefls. Her citizens, when among them, receive the

firft portion in the diftribution of the vidims, and

are honoured with the mod diftinguiQied places at

the pubhc games and airemblies of the people''.

Nor do (o many prerogatives granted to the

jnother city, render her authority odious. The

colonies are as free in their dependence, as chil-

dren in the homage they pay to parents worthy of

their affeftion. Such at leaft is the fpirit which

Ihould animate the greater part of the cities of

Greece, and induce them to confider Athens,

Lacedcemon and Corinth, as the mothers or

fources of three numerous families difperfed over

three different quarters of the world. But the

fame caufes that extinguifh the fentiments of na-

ture among individuals, produce daily difTenfion?

]n thefe families of cities; and the real or ap-

parent violation of their mutual duties has but

too often furniihed the pretext, or motive, of thofe

wars which have convulfed Greece *=.

= Thucyd. lib. i, cap, 56.
^ Spanh. de Fraft. Num. p. 580. Bougainv. ibid, p. 36.

» Plat, de Leg. lib. 6, t. ii. p. 754.
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The laws I have mentioned are obligatory only

on fuch colonies as have emigrated by order, or

with the permilTion, of the mother country ; the

others, and efpecially thofe in a remote fituation,

confine themfelves to an affedVionate remembrance

of the places whence they derived their origin.

Generally fpeaking, the former are no more than

ufeful or neceflary marts for the commerce of the

mother country ; and the colonifts efteem them-

felves fufficiently fortunate, when the native inhabi-

tants whom they have driven back into the country

fuffcr them to remain quiet, or confent to barter

with them for their merchandize. Here, for ex-

ample, the Greeks are fettled on the fea coafts

:

beyond them, on the right, they poflefs the fertile

plains of Thrace, and on the left the confines of

the vaft empire of the Perfians, inhabited by the

Bithynians and Myfians. The poffeffions of the

latter extend along the Hellefponr, which we are

now about to enter*.

This was the third flrait I had met with in my
voyage from Scythia. It is fjur hundred ftadia'* f

in length, and we foon pafled through it. The

wind was favourable and the current rapid. The

banks of this river, for fo we may call this arm of

the fea, are interfered by rifing grounds, and

* See the map of the Hellefpont.

<> Herodot. lib. 4, cap. 85.

f 15I leagues.
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covered with towns and villages. On one fide wc
difcovered the city of Lanipfacus, whofe territory

is celebrated for its vineyards'^;- on the other, the

mouth of a fmali river called jEgos-Potamos,

where Lyfander gained the celebrated victory th^
terminated the Peloponnefian war. Further on,

are the cities of Seftos and Abydos, almoft op-

pofite to each other. Near the former, ftands the

tower of Hero*". At this place, as I was informed,

one of the young prieftefles of Venus threw herfelf

into the waves, which had fwallowed up her

lover Leander, who to vifit her was obliged to

fwirii over the channels.

Here I was told that the flrait was only [even.

fladia in breadth^. Xerxes crolTed the fea at

this place over a double bridge of boats, at the

head of the mofl formidable army that had ever

invaded a country, and foon after repaffed it in at*

fiOierman's boat. On this fide is the tomb ofHe-
cuba, on the other that of Ajax; here the harbour

whence the fleet of Agamemnon fet {nil for Alia,

and there the coaft of the kingdom of Priam.

We were nov/ at the extremity of the flrait.

Full of Homer, and animated by all his poetic

paffionsj I eagerly entreated to be fet on fhore, I

-«= Strab. lib. 13, p. 589.
f Id. ibid. p. 591.
e Mela, lib. i, cap. 19; lib. 2, cap. 2. Virg. Georg. lib. 3,

V. 258. Ovid. Amor. lib. 2, eleg. 16, v. 31.
^ Herodot. lib. 4, cap. 85.
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leaped on the land, and beheld Vulcan darting

•whirlwinds of fire on the foaming waves of the

Scamander raging agalnft Achilles. I approached

the gates of the city, and my heart was rent with

the tender parting of Andromache and Hedor. I

faw Paris adjudge the prize of beauty, on Mount

Ida, to the mother of Love. I beheld Juno ar-

rive there ; the earth fmiled at her prefence, and

flowers fprang up beneath her (leps. She wore

the girdle of Venus, and never had rheajufter

claim to the title of queen of the gods.

So pleafing an illulion was but of fhort duration,

and I was unable to difcover the places immor-

talifed by the poems of Homer. Not a veftige of

the city of Troy is now remaining; even her ruins

have didippeared'. Earthquakes and accumula-

tions of foil have changed the whole face of this

country^.

I returned to the vefTel, and my heart beat with

joy on learning that we were near the end of our

voyage, being now in the JEgean fea, and ihat

the next day we lliould be at Mytilene, one of

the principal cities of Lefbos.

We left the iflcs of Imbros, Satr.othrace and

Thafos on the right : the latter of thefe is famous

for its gold mines^, and the fecond celebrated

' Lucan. Pliarfal. lib. 9, v. 969.
^ Herodot. lib. 2, cap. 10. Strab. lib. i, p. 98. Wood,

Eflay on the Orig. Sec. p 308.
' Herodot. lib. 6, cap. 46.
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for its facred myfteries. Towards the evening

we perceived, in the quarter of Ltrmnos, which

we had difcovered to the weftward, volumes of

flame riling up at intervals into the air. I was

told that thefe proceeded from the fummit of a

mountain'", that the ifland was full of fubter-

raneous fires, that feveral fprings of hot water

were found there •*, and that the ancient Greeks

did not attribute thefe phcenomena to natural caufes.

Vulcan, faid they, has fet up one of his furnaces

in Lemnos, where the Cyclops are employed in

forging the thunderbolts of Jupiter. The people

imagine the noife that fometimes accompanies the

eruption of the flames, to be occafioned by the

ftrokes of the hammer.

About the middle of the night we coafted along

the iile of Tenedos, and at day-break entered the

channel that feparates Lefbos from the neighbour-

ing continents Soon after we arrived oppofite

to Mytilene, and faw a proceffion in the country

Howly advancing towards a temple which we dif-

covered in the back ground. This was the tem-

ple of Apollo, v;hofe feftival was celebrating ^

Sonorous voices made the air re-echo with their

fong5. The day was ferene, and a gentle zephyr

>n Boch. Gcog. Sacr. lib. i, cap. 12, p. 399.
» Euft. in Iliad, lib. 1, p. 157.

• Voy, de Tourncf. t. i. p. 392.
» Thucyd. lib. 3, cap. 3.

playinj
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playing in our fails. Delighted with this fcene, I

did notobferve that we were in the harbour. Cleo-

medes found his friends and relations on the fhore,

who received him with tranfports of joy. With

them were afTem.bled a multitude of failors and

workmen, who all fixed their eyes on me, demand-

ing with a turbulent curiofity who I was, whence I

came, and whither I was going. We took up our

lodgings with Cleomedes, who undertook to pro-

cure us a conveyance to the continent of Greece.

Vol. it. E
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CHAP. III.

Defcription of Lejhos—Pittacus—Akaus—Sappht,

NOTWITHSTANDING the impatience of

Timagenes to revifit his native country, v/c

waited near a month for tlie departure of a veflel

to convey us to Chalcis, the capital of Eubcea.

This interval I employed in obtaining informa-

tion refpeding every interefting objefl of the

country.

L,efbos is eftimated to be eleven hundred fladia ^

in circumference*. The ifland, efpecially in the

eaftern and weflern parts, is interfered by chains

of mountains and rifing grounds j fome covered

with vines, others with beech, cyprefs, and pine-

trees'". Many of the hills abound with an ordinary

and little efteemed marbled The intermediate

plains produce a great quantity of corn'. In feveral

•J Strab. lib. 13, p. 6 1 7.
" Above 41 leagues.
' Bened. Bondone Ifohrio, lib. 2, p. 58. Porcachi Ifole piu

famof. lib. 2, p. 128. Pocock. Del'cription of the Eaft, t. fi.

part ii. p. 16.

' Pliu. lib. 36, cap. 6, t. ii. p. 731.
» Pocock. Defcription of the Eaft, t. iit p. 20.
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places we meet with hot fprings", agates, arid dif-

ferent kinds of precious Hones'^, and ahnoft every

where with the myrtle, olive, and fig-tree ; but the

principal riches of the inhabitants confill in their

wines, which in many countries are preferred to

thofe of Grcece>\

Nature has formed bays along the coaft, around

which cities have arifen which are now fortified by

art, and rendered flourilliing by commerce. Such

are Mytilene, Pyrrha, Methymna, Arifba, ErefTus,

and AntifTa ^, whofe whole hiftory is a continued

feries of revolutions. After alternately experienc-

ing the bleflings of liberty, and the wretchednefs

of fervitude, they fhook off the Perfian yoke in

the time of Xerxes, and more tlian once detached

themfelves from the alliance of the Athenians dur-

ing the Peloponnefian war *, though they have

been conftantly compelled to return to it, and re-

main at this day members of that union. One of

thefe defections was attended with confequences

as fatal as the caufe from which it proceeded was

trivial.

One of the chief citizens of Mytilene, failing in

his attempt to obtain two wealthy heireffes for his

» Pocock. Defcriptlon of the Eaft, t. ii. p. 20.
* Plin. lib. 37. cap. 10, t. ii. p. 787, et 792.
y Clcarch. ap. Atlicn. lib. 1, cap. 22, p. 2S. Archeft. ap.

eund. lib. I, cap. 23, p. 29. Id. lib. 3, p. 92. Plin. lib. 14,
cap. 7, t. ii. p. 717. ^lian. Var. Milt. lib. 12, cap. 31.

^ Herodot. lib. I. cap. 151. Strab. lib. 13, p. 6i"b.
» Tbucyd. lib. 3, cap. 2.

E2
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fons, contrived to fow dilTenfion among the inha-

bitants of the city, acciifed them of an intention

to join the Laceda,Mnonians, and was fo fuccefsful

in his intrigues as to induce Athens to fend a fleet

to Lefbos to prevent and punifli the defection *.

In vain did all the adjoining cities, except Me-

thymna, take up arms in defence of their ally.

They were foon reduced by the Athenians, who

took Mytilene, razed her walls, feized on her

ihips, and put to death the principal inhabitants,

to the number of one thoufand '^. The territory

of Methymna alone was fpared •, the remainder

of the ifland was divided into three thoufand por-

tions, three hundred of which were confecrated to

the worlhip of the gods, and the others drawn for

by lot by the Athenians, who, unable themfelves

to cultivate them, farmed them out to the ancient

proprietors, at two mince each portion •, which

brought in an annual revenue of ninety talents *

for the new pofleflbrs.

Since that fatal period, Mytilene, after repairing

her lofTes and rebuilding her walls '', has attained

the fame degree of fplendour fne enjoyed for many

ages". I'he extent of ground llie occupies, the

beauty of her edifices, the number and opulence

' Arid. (3c Rep. lib. 5, cap. 4, t. ii. p. 390,
• Thucyd. lib. 3, cap, 50. Diod. Sic. lib. I2, t. ii. p. 108.
* 486,000 livrcs (/"zOjajo).

^ Diod. lib. 17, t. ii. p. 509,
« Plin. lib.5, t.i. p. 288,
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of her inhabitants^, entitle her to the name of

the capital of Lefbos. The ancient town, built

in a fmall iQand, is feparated from the modern

city by an arm of the feas. The latter extends

along the Ihore, in a plain bounded by hills co-

vered with vines ai-.d olive-trees ^, beyond which

is a very fertile and very populous country. Bun

however fortunate the pofition of Mytilene may

appear, it is incommoded by prevailing winds,

which fometimes render it almoft infupporiable.

The foutherly winds, and thofe of the north-weft,

are the caufe of various diforders, whilft the nor-

thern gales, which bring their cure, aie fo cold,

that when they blow, it is difficult to remain in the

ftreets and open places '. The commerce of My-

tilene attra(5ls a number of foreign veiTels into her

harbours •, one of which is fituated to the north,

the other to the fouthward of the city. The for-

mer, which is more fpacious and deeper than the

latter, is Iheltered from the fury of the winds and

waves by a kind of mole of huge rocks ^.

Lefbos is the abode of pleafure, or rather of the

moil unreftrained licentioufncfs K The inhabi-

f Xenoph. Hid. Grsc. lib. I, p. 445. Strab.lib. 13, p. 616,

Ct6i7. Cicer. de Leg. Agr.orat. 2,cap. 16, t. V. p. 119.

i l)iod. lib. 13, t. ii. p. 201.
^ I^oiig. Paftor. lib. I, in init. Pococke, t. ii. part 2, p. 15.

' Vitruv. lib. i, cap. 6.

^ Diod.lib. 13, t. ii.p.20C. Strab. lib. 13, p. 617. Po-

•ccke, t.il. parti, p. 15.

Athen, lib. 10, p. 43S. Lucian, dialog. 5. p. 289, t. iii.

E3
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tants relax tlicir principles of morality as occafion

may require, and adapt themfclves to circum-

ftances with as much facility as they open or fhut

certain leaden rules made ufe of by their archi-

tedts ^ *. Nothing in all my travels furprifed me

more than f\ich a diflblutenefs of manner^, and the

change it efFefted in my mind. I had imbibed

the impreflions of infancy without examination

;

and my reafon, formed on the authority and ex-

ample of that of others, found itfelf fuddenly at a

lofs amongft; a more enlightened people. I found

in this new world a freedom of ideas and fenti-

ments which at firfl gave me pain. But the men

infenfibly taught me to bluili at my fobriety, and

the women at my referve. My progrefs in polite-

nefs of manners and of language was lefs rapid.

I was like a tree tranfplanted from a foreft into a

garden, whofe branches it is a work of time to

bend to the fancy of the gardener.

During this courfe of education, I paid particu-

lar attention to the celebrated perfonages v/hom

Lcfbos has produced, and at the head of the mod
dillinguifhed names fhall place that of Pittacus,

ranked by Greece among the number of her

fages "

,

The lapfe of more than two centuries fmce his

'" Arift. de Mor. lib. 5, cap. 14, t. ii. p. 72.
* Tlif fe rules ferved to m«;afu! e all forts of plane and curve

furfaces.

'^ Plat, in Protag. t. i. p. 343 ; et alii.
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death has only added new luftre to his glory.

By his valour and his prudence he refcued Myti-

lene, his country, from the tyrants who had en-

flaved her, the war Ihe had engaged in againfl the

Athenians, and the intefline divifions to which fhe

was a prey ". When the fovereign power of the

city and of the whole ifland was entrufted to him,

his only view in accepting it was to reftore peace

to his country, and give her thofe laws of which

flie ftood in need ^. One of thefe merits the atten-

tion of philofophers "'
: I mean the law that infli6ts

a double punifhmcnt on crimes committed in in-

toxication. Though apparently not proportioned

to the offence, it was neceffary to deftroy the plea

of ignorance in the excefles to which the love of

wine hurried the Lefbians. Having finiflied his

work of legiflation, Pittacus refolved to dedicate the

remainder of his life to the ftudy of wifdom , and

abdicated without oflentation the fovereign power.

When aflced liis reafon, he replied, " I was ter-

" rifled at feeing Periander of Corinth become the

" tyrant, after he had been the father of his fub-

" je(5ls \ It is too difficult to be always virtuous ^'*

" Diod. Excerpt, p. 234, in excerpt. Valef. Strab. 1. 13,

p. 600. Plut. de Malign. Herod, t. ii. p. 858. Polyxn.

Strat. lib. i, cap. 25.

P Arid, de Rep. lib. 3, cap. 14, t. ii. p. 357. Laert. lib. 1,^75.
1 Arilt. ibid. lib. 2, cap. 12, t. ii. p. 337. Id. de Mor. lib. 3,

cap. 7, t. ii. p. 34. Id. Rhetor, lib. 2, cap. 25, t. ii. p. 582.
Laert. ibid. § 76, t. i.

^ Plat. Hip. Maj. t. ii. p. 281. Laert. ibid. § 75.
= Zcnob. Cent. 6, Prov. 38.

' Plat, in Protag. t. i. p. 339.

E4
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Mufic and poetry have made fo great a progrefs

at Lefbos, that, though the language fpoken there

be not fo pure as at Athens ", the Greeks ftill con-

tinue to fay that the Mufes make the air re-echo

with their lamentations at the funerals of the Lef-

bians *. This ifland pofTefTes a fchool of mufic,

which, if we credit a tradition I learnt at Me-

thymna, dates its origin in the moft remote ages.

I am almoft alliamed to repeat it. Yet, to acquire

a perfect knowledge of the Greeks, it is not im-

proper fometimes to confider the fidions with

which their annals are embellilhed or disfigured

:

for, from the hiflory of this people, we learn the

true, charafter of their pafllons •, and from their

fables, that of their genius.

Orpheus, whofe fongs wrought fo many prodi-

gies, having been torn to pieces by the Bacchantes,

his head and lyre were thrown into the Hebrus,

a river of Thrace, and conveyed by the waves of

the fea to the fhores of Methymna y^. In its paf-

fage the voice of Orpheus fent forth enchanting

founds, accompanied by the lyre, the firings of

which were gently agitated by the wind *. The

Methymnians buried the head in a place which

they fhewed mc, and hung up the lyre in the

" Plat, in Frotag. t. i. p. ^ il.

^ Mem. de I'Acad, des Bell. Lettr. t. viL p. 358.
y Ovid. Metam. lib. 2. v, 55. Phylarg. in Gcorg. Vlrj]^.

lib. 4, V. 523. E;:ftat. in Dion3-f. v. 536.
' Lucian. Adv, Indocl. t. iii. p, loy.
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temple of Apollo. As a lecompenfe, the god in-

fpircd them with a tafte for mufic, and rendered

the ifland fertile in genius ^. Whilft the priell of

Apollo was giving me this detail, a citizen of

Methymna obfervcd that the Mufes had interred

the body of Orpheus in a diftrid of Thrace'', and

that in the neighbourhood of his tomb the fong of

the nightingale was more melodious than in any

other country"^.

Lefljos has produced a fuccefhon of men of ge-

nius, w^ho have tranfmitted to each other the ho-

nour of excelling all the other muficians of Greece

in the art of playing on the cithara''. The names

of Arion of Methymna, and Tcrpander of Antiffa,

are an ornament to this numerous lift.

The former, who lived about three hundred

years fince^, has left a colleclicn of poems \ which

he fang accompanied by his lyre, as was then the

practice with all the poets. Alter inventing, or at

lead improving dythirambics ', a fpecies of poetry

of which I fhall fpeak further hereafter, he adapted

them to circular dances ^, a cuftom ftill prevalent

in our days. Periander, tyrant of Corinth, long

detained him in that city, v\^hich he left to go into

* Hygln. Aftvon. Poet. lib. 2, cap. 7.

^ Id. Ibid.

^ Paufan. lib. g, p. 760.
^ Pint, de Muf. t. ii. p. 1133.
* vSolin. cap. 7.

' Suid. in Ap'.av.

s Hcrodot. lib. i,cnp. 23. vSchol. Pind. in Olymp. 13, v. 25.
*' HcUan. et Dicacar. ap, Schol. Ariitopli. in av. v. 1403.
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Sicily, where he gained the prize in a mufical com-

petition '. Embarking next for Tarentum, in a Co-

rinthian vefiel, the failors determined to throw him

into the fea, to get pofleflion of his property •, but

after endeavouring in vain to move them by the

harmony of his voice and lyre, he plunged into it

himfelf". A dolphin, of greater fenfibility than

the inexorable mariners, conveyed him, it is faid,

to the promontory of Tsenarum : a kind of prodigy,

the poflibility of which they endeavoured to prove

to me by reafons and examples. The fad, at-

tcftcd by Arion in one of his hymns ', and pre-

icrved in the tradition of the Lefbians, was con-

firmed to me at Corinth, where it was added that

Periander put the failors to death "\ I m^yfelf faw at

Tsnarum ", on Mount Helicon", and atother places,

tlie ftatue of this poet, who is always reprefcnted

on a dolphin. We may add, that dolphins not

only appear fenfible to mufic p, capable of grati-

tude, and friendly to m.an ^
; but that they have

more than once repeated the affefting fcene I have

' Solin. cap. 7.
^ Hcrodot. ibid. cap. 24. Oppian. Halieut. lib. 5, v. 45c.

Plin Jib. 9, cap. 8, t. i. p. 902. Solin. cap. 12.

' jElian. Hift. Anim. lib. 12, c;ip. 45.
"» Heroclot. lib. 1, cap. 24.

" Id. ibid. Dion. Chryloft. orat. 37, p. 455. Gcll. lib. 16,
cap. 19.

° Paiifan. lib, 9, cap. 30, p. 767.
P Arion. ap. vlLlian. ibid. Plin. lib. 9, cap. 8, t. i p. 502.
^ Arlft. Hiil. Anim. lib. 9, cap. 4S, t. i. p. 954. JEA[am*

ibid. lib. 6, cap. 15.
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been mentioning''. They faved from fliipwreck

Taras, the founder ofTarentum-, and Anilotle^

made me remark, one day, that the inhabitants of

that city had preferved the memory of this fadt

upon their coin *.

Terpander ^ ILyed nearly at tiie fame time with

Arion. He mote than once carried off the prize

at the public games of Greece" ; but his real vic-

tories were his difcoveries. He added three ftfings

to the lyre, which till his time had only four";

compofed airs for various inftruments, which were

confidered as models y -, invented feveral new

fpecies of poetical metre ^
; and introduced an ac-

tion, and confequently an intereft, into the hymns

written for the prize in mufical competitions *.

Thanks are due to him likewlfe for having fixed

by notes the meafure proper for the poetry of

Homer''. The Lacedaemonians ftyle him, by

way of excellence, the Lefbian fongder "
^ and the

Plin. ibid. PauTan. lib. lO, cap. 13, p. 831.
= Arid. ap. Poll. lib. 9, cap. 6, § 80.

* The medals of Tarentum bear the figure of a man feated

on a dolphin, and holding in his hands a Ivrt.

' Fabric. Bibl. Grsec. t, i. p. 234. Mem. de I'Acad. dei

Bell. Lett. t. X. p. 213.
" Pint, de Muf. t. ii. p. 1132. Athen. lib. 14. cap. 4, p. 635,
^ Terp. ap. Eucl. Introd. Harmon, p. ly ; in Autor. Antiq.

Muf t.i. Ktrab. Jib. 13, p. 6 j 8.

y Plut. ibid. Marm. O.Kon. epoch. ^^,
^ Pint. ibid. p. 1135.
^ Poll. lib. 4, cap 9,§ 66.
^ Pint, ibid p. 1 132,
* Id. de Ser. Num. Vind. t. ii. p. 558,
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other Greeks hold him in tliat high ellcem with

which they never fail to honour thofe talents which

contribute to their pleafures.

About fifty years after Terpander, Alcseus and

Sappho, v/ho both are entitled to a place in the

firft clals of lyric poets, flouriflied at Mytilene.

Alereiis** was born with a relllefs and turbulent

dffpofition, and feemed at firft inclined to adopt

the profefTion of arms, which he preferred to every

other purfuit. His houfe was filled with fwords,

helmets, fhields, and cuiraffcs '^
-, but on his firft

effay in the field he fliamefully fled, and the Athe-

nians, after their vidory, branded him with dif-

grace, by fufpending his arms in the temple of

Minerva at Signsum^ He made great pretenfions

to the love of liberty, but was* fufpecled of har-

bouring a fecret wifli for its dcftruclion 2. With

his brothers, he firil joined Pittacus, to expel Me-

knchrus, tyrant of Mytilene ^, and then took part

with the malecontcnts to fubvert the government of

Pittacus. The violence and indecency of the abufe

he lavifhed on that prince' evinced nothing but his

jealoufy. Baniilied from Mytilene, he fome time

after returned at the head of the exiles ^, and fell

«• Fabric. BIW. Grjec. t. i.p. 563.
' Alcm. ap. Athcn.lib. 14, p. 627.
• Hcrodot. lib. 5»cap. 95.
r Strah. lib. 13, p. 617.
^ Insert. lib. I,§ 74.
' lei ibid. ^81. Mena;;-. Not. in Lacvt.
* Ariil. dc Rq>. lib. 3, cap. 14.
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into the hands of his rival, who took the nobleft

revenge by pardoning him *.

Poetry, love and wine, confuled him for his dlf-

grace. His early writings were filled with invec-

tives againfl tyranny ; he now fang the gods •", and

above all the deities who prefide over plcafures " •»

he fang his loves, his warlike labours, his travels,

and the miferies of banifliment ". His genius re-

quired to be llimulated by intemperance '
; and it

was in a kind of intoxication that he compofcd

thofe works that have acquired him the admiration

of pofterity ^. His ftyle, uniformly adapted to his

fubjeifl:, has no other defects but what arife from

the language fpoken at Lefl^os. He unites har-

mony with vigour, and richnefs with precifion and

perfpicuity. He foars almoft to the height of Ho-
mer, when he defcribes battles, or would make a

tyrant tremble \

Alcsus had conceived a pafTion for Sappho, and

he one day wrote to her :
" I wifli to explain my-

fclf, butfhamereftrains me." " Your countenance

would not blufh," anfwered flie, " were not your

heart culpable \"

' Laert. ibid. § 76.
» Fabric. Bibl. Grxc. t. i. p. 5C3.
» Horat. lib. 1 , od. 32.
• Akxi Carm. Horat. lib. 2, od. 13.
P 'Athen. lib. 10, cap. 7, p. 429.
1 Dion.Halicar. de StruA. Oiat.t. v. p. iS;.
« Id. de Cenf. Vet. Script, t. v. p. 421. Quintil. lib. iQy

cap. i.p. 6jr".

* Anil. Rhetor, lib. i, cap. 9, t. ii. p. 531.
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Sapplio was accuflomed to fay, *' I am afciiated

by the love of pleafures and of virtue ^ Without

virtue nothing is fo dangerous as riches, and hap-

pinefs confifts in the union of both "." She ufed

likewife to fiy :
" This perfon is diftinguifhed by

his figure, that by his virtues ; the one appears

beautiful at a firft view, the other not lefs fo at a

fecond\"

I was one day repeating thefe and many fimilar

cxprelTions to a citizen of Mytilene, and added :

•' The figure of Sappho is feen upon your coins >",

and you profefs the higheft veneration for her me-

mory ^. How is it poiTible to conciliate the fen-

timents fhe has left us in her writings, and the ho-

nours you publicly decree her, with the infamous

manners with which fhe is privately reproached ?"

He anfwercd me, " We are not fufficiently acquaint-

ed with particulars to form a competent judgment

of her life *. Stridlly fpeaking, no conclufion can

be drawn in her favour from the love fhe profefTes

for virtue, nor from the honours we pay to her

talents. When I read fome of her works, I dare

» Sapph. ap. Athen. lib. 15, p. 687.
* Ead. apud. Scliol. Pindar. Olympiad. 2, v. 96; ct Pyth. 5,

T. r.

^ Ead. in. Fragm. CliriiT. Wolf. p. 72.

y Pt>ll. Onom. lib. 9, cap. 6, § 84.
^ Arift. Rh'-tor. lib. 2, cap. 23, t. ii. p. 576.
* It muft be obffrved, that all the accounts we have of the

diflblute manners of Sappho, are to be found only in authox'9

greatly poilerior to the time in which flie lived.
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cot acquit her -, but flie had merit and enemies, and

I dare not condemn her.

After the death of her hufband, fhe devoted her

Jeifure hours to letters, and undertook to infpire

the Lefbian women with a tafte for literature \

Many of them received inftru'ftions from her, and

foreign women increafcd the number of her dif-

ciples. She loved them to excels, becaufe it was

impofllble for her to love otherwife, and fhe ex-

prelTed her tendernefs with all the violence of paf-

fion. Your furprife at this will ceafe, when you

become better acquainted with the extreme fenfi-

bility of the Greeks, and difcover that amqngft

them the mod innocent connexions often borrow

the impafTioned language of love. Read the dia-

logues of Plato, you will there fee in what terms

Socrates fpeaks of the beauty of his pupils ^. Yet

no pcrlon knew better than Plato how pure the

intentions of his mafter were. Nor was there

lefs purity perhaps in thofe of Sappho. But a

certain facility in her manners, and warmth

in her expreflions, were but too well calculated

to expofe her to the hatred of feme women of

diflinclion, humbled by her fuperiority, and of

fome of her difciples who happened not to be

the objects of her preference. To this hatred,

which broke forth into violence, fhe replied by

' Suid. in Sapph.
^ Plat, in Phsdr. Maxim, Tyr. dlfTert. 24, § 9, p. 297.
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truths and irony <^, which completely cxafperated

her enemies. She then complained of their perfe-

cutions'*, and this was a new crime. Compelled at

length to fly*, fhe repaired to Sicily in fearch of

an afylum % where, as I am told, it is intended ^ to

cre6l a ftatue to her -f. If the rumours you fpeak

of are, as I believe them to be, without foundation,

we may learn from her example, that great indif-

cretions are fufficient to tarnifh the reputation of

every perfon expofed to the eye of the public and

pofterity.

The fenfibility of Sappho was extreme," " She

was then exceedingly unhappy," faid I. " Un-

doubtedly fhe was," replied he j
" She loved

Phaon, who forfook her s. After various attempts

to bring him back, defpairing of happinefs either

with him or without him, fhe took the leap of

Leucata, and perilhed in the waves ''. Death has

not effaced the (lain imprinted on her charader, and

perhaps", added he, concluding his difcourfe, " it

will never be obliterated i for envy, which fallens

' Athen. lib. i,p. 21. Sapph. ap. Plut. Conjug. Praecept.

t. ii. p. 146 ; apud Stob. de Imprud. Serm. 4, p. 52
^ Horat.lib. 2, od. 13.
* See note at the end of the volume.
' Marm. Oxen, epoch. 37.
f Cicer. in Vcrr. lib. 4, cap. 57, t. iv. p, 402.

f This Itatue was ercfted fome years after. It was fculptured

by Silanion, one of tlie mofl celebrated artifts of his time. Ci-

^er. ibid. Tatian. ad Grccc. cu.p. 5-2, p. 1
1
3.

2 Athen. lib. 13, p. 596. Plin. lib. 22, cap. 8, t. ii. p. 269.
Ovid. Heroid. Ep. i :;, t. i. p. 195.

^ Men. ap. Strab. lib. 10, p. 452,

on
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On illuftrious names, does indeed expire, but be-

queadis her afperiions to that calumny which never

dies.

Sappho has compofed hymns, odes, elegies, and

a number of other pieces, principally in a kind of

metre of which flie was herielf the inventrefs '. All

of thefe abound in various novel and happy ex-

prefiions with which (he has enriched the lan-

guage ''.

Several of the Grecian women have cultivated

poetry with fuccefs, but none have hitherto at-

tained to the excellence of Sappho^, and among

the other poets there are few indeed who have fur-

pafTed her. What an attention does flie difplay

in the felection of her words and lubjeds ! She

has painted all the mod pleafingobiedis in nature'".

She has painted them in the mod harmonizing co-

lours, and fo jkiiful is flie in their diftribution, as

ahvays to produce the happieft combination of

light and Ihade ". Her tafte is tranfcendanc

even in the mechanifm of her flyle, in which,

by an addrefs which gives not the lealt idea of

labour, we meet with no difTonant clafliings,

no violent ihocks between the elements of lan-

guage J and the moft delicate ear would fcarccly

; Fabr. Bibl. Gixc. t. i. p. 590. Jolian. Chrifloph. Wolf.
Vit. Sapph. p. 16, et i8.

^ Demct. Phal. de Elocut. § 167.

,
' Strab. lib. 13, p. 617.
" Demetr.Plial.de Elocut. ^132.
" Dion. Halic. de Compof. Verb, fed, 2 2, p. 171.

Vol, IL F
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difcover in a whole poem a few founds which it

had been better to fupprefs °. So perfedl is the

ravilhing harmony of her fiyle, that, in the greateft

part of her produflions, her verfes flow with more

grace and fofcnefs than thofc of Anacreon and

Simonide^^.

But with what force of genius does flie hurry us

along when flie defcribes the charms, the tranfports

and intoxication of love ! What fcenery ! what

warmth of colouring ! Agitated, like the Pythia

by the iRfpiring god, fiie throws on the paper her

words that burn p. Her fentiments fall like a cloud

of arrows, or a fiery fhower about to confume every-

thing. She animates and perfonifies all the fymp-

toms of this pafiion, to excite the mod powerful

emotions in our fouls ^.

At Mytilene was it that I traced this feeble

fketch of the talents of Sappho, guided by the

judgment of feveral perfons of information and

abilities -, it was in the filence of meditation, in one

of thofe beautiful nights fo common in Greece, on

hearing, under my windows, a m^eking voice, ac-

companied by the lyre, fing an ode, in which that

illuftrious Lejfbian abandons herfelf, without re-

ferve, to the impreffion made by beauty on her too

fufceptible heart. Methought I faw her languid,

trembling, and as if thunderftruck ; deprived of

° Id. ibid. p. i8o. Demetr. Phal. § 132. Plut. de Pyth.
Orac. t. ii. p. 397.

y Plut. Amat. t. ii. p. 763. Horat. lib, 4, od. 9, v. 1 1.

1 L^ngin, de Subl. ^ 10.
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her nnderftanding and her fenfes ; alternately

blufhing and turning pale ; yielding to the diverfi-

fied and tumultuous emotions of her paffion, or ra-

ther of all the jarring paflions of her foul.

Such is the eloquence of fentiment. Never

does it produce defcriptions To fublime and of Co

aftonifhing an effed, as when it felcfts and blends

together the leading circumftances of an interefl-

ing fituation "
; thus does it ad: on the heart in this

little poem, of which I (hall only give you the firft

jftanzas.

Blefl as th* immortal gods is he,

The youth who fondly fits by thee,

And hears and fees thee, all the while,

Softly fpeak, and fweetly fmile,

'Twasthis depriv'd my foul of reft,

And rais'd futh tumults in my breaft ;

For while I gaz'd, in tranfport toft.

My breath was gone, my voice was loft j

My bofom glow'd ; the fubtle flame

Ran quick through all my vital frame j

O'er my dim eyes a darknefs hung ;

My ears with hollow murmurs rung.

In dewy damps my limbs were chlll'd

;

My blood with gentle horrors thrill'd ;

My feeble pulfe forgot to play
;

I fainted, funk, and died away *.

^ Long, de Subl. ^ 10.
* See note at the end of the volume.
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CHAP. IV.

Departure from Mytikne.—Befcription of Eulcea.—^

Arrival at Thebes,

THE next day they prefled us to embark.

The boat was faftened to the veflel % and th-c

two rudders to each fide of the ftern ^ The niaft

was raifed, the yard hoifted, the fails prepared, and

every thing in readinefs. Twenty rowers, ten on

each fide ", ah-eady had their hands upon the oars.

We quitted Mytilene with regret. At leaving the

harbour, the crew fang hymns in honour of the

gods, and with loud cries addrefTed them in vows

to obtain a favourable wind ''.

When we had doubled Cape Malea, fitiiated at

the fouthern extremity of the ifland, we fet our

fails. The rowers redoubled their exertions, and

we flew over the furface of the water. Our veflel,

almoft entirely built of lir >', was of that kind

^ Demollh. in Zenoth. p. 929. Achill. Tat. de Clitoph. et

.Leucipp. Amor, lib. 3, cap. ;^, p. 240.
' Scheff. de Milit. Nav. lib. 2, cap. 5, p. 146.
^ .Demolih. in Lacrit. p. 949.
=' Achill. Tat. lib. 2, cap. 32, p. 200.

y Theoph. Hilt, Plant. lib. 5, cap. S, p. 533.
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which make feventy thoufand orgyee * in a fiini-

mer'sday, and fixty thoufand -j- in a night^ . Some

have been known to pafs rapidly, in four and twen-

ty days, from the coldell regions to thehotteli cli-

mates, failing in that time from the Palus M^eotis

to .:Ethiopia'\

We had a favourable paffiige, without any re-

markable occurrences. Our tents were placed

near the awning of the captain'', who was named

Phanes. Sometimes I lifteued, from complaifance,

to the narrative of his voyages; at others I took up

my Homer, in whom I difcovered new beauties.

For it is in the countries which were the theatre

of the events he has immortahzcd, that \vc beft

can judge of the accuracy of his defcriptions, and

the truth of his colouring*^. I took the greateft

delight in comparing his pictures with the real

fcenes of nature, without finding the merit of the

copy in the leaft impaired by comparifon with the

original.

Meanwhile we began to difcovcr the fummit

of a mountain called Ocha, which overtops every

other in Euboea ••. The farther we advanced, the

more did the ifland f^em to lengthen from fouth

* About 26 leagues and a half.

+ About 22 leagues three quarters.
^

Hcrodot. lib. 4, cap. 86.
" DIod. Sic. lib. 4, p. 167.
•• Scheff. dc Millt. Nav. lib. 2, cap. 5, p. 137.
c Wood. EfTay on the Original Genius of Homer.
* Strab, lib. 10, p.445. Euftath.in Iliad.2, p. 280,

F z
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to north. It extends, faid Phanes, the length of

Attica, Boeotia, the country of the Locrians, and

part of ThefTaly *= ; but its breadth is not propor-

tioned to its length. The country is fertile, and

produces a great quantity of corn, wine, oil, and

fruits^. It polleffes alfo copper and iron mines ?.

Our artifts are very fkilful in working thefe metals^,

and we pride ourfelves on having been the firft tq

difcover the ufe of the former '. In feveral places

we have hot fprings, ufeful in the cure of various

diforders ^. But thefe advantages are com pen fated

by earthquakes, which have fometimes fwallowed

up whole cities, and occafioned the feato overflow

large trafts of our coafts, formerly covered with in-

habitants ^

The fituation of the ifland, its excellent har-

bours, opulent cities, flrong fortreffes '^, and rich

harveds, which often furniOi Athens with provi-

fions, give reafon to prefume, that if it fell into the

hands of a fovereign prince, it would eafily hold in

chains the neighbouring nations". Our divilions,

e Strab. lib. lo, p. 444.
f Herodot. lib. 5, cap. 31.

i Strab. ibid. p. 447.
^ Steph. in A'^Sr^-^'

' Id. in XaAx. Euftath. in Iliad. 2, p. 280.
^ Steph. ibid. Strab. ibid. Arift. Meteor, lib. 2, cap. 8,

t. i. p. 567. Plin.lib, 4, cap. 12, t. i.p. 21 1.

' Arift. Meteor, lib. 2, cap. 8, t. i. p. 567. Thucyd. lib. 3,

cap. 89. Strab. lib. 10, p. 447.
'" Plut. in Phoc. t. i. p. 747.
" Demoflh. de Cor. p. 483. Ulpian. in Orat. ad Ariftcc8»

p. 769, Polyb. lib. 17, P' 751.
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by fecuring chem from this danger, have ofcen in-

fpired them with the delire, and furnithed them

the means of reducing us to fubjeclion °
; but their

jealoufy has reltored to us our liberty •*. Lefs the

fubjecls than allies of the Atheniins, we are per-

mitted, in confideration of a tribute', to enjoy our

laws in peace, and the advantages of a democra-

tical government. We may convoke general af-

femblies at Chakis, and in thefe the claims and in-

terefls of our cities are difcutled \

Wc had on board fome inhabitants of Eubcea,

whom commercial views had led to Mytilene, and

who were now returning to their country. One

of them was of Oreus, another of Caryftus, and

the third of Eretria. If the wind permits U€, faid

the firft to me, to cqtcr by the noith into the

channel between the iHand and the continent, we

may flop at the firft town you find on the l;'t%

which is Orcus, alnoft entirely peopled by Athe-

nians. You will there fee a very ftrong place, both

from its poii.ion and ths fortifications that defend

jt^ You will view a territory of which the vine-

yards uere celebrated lb eaily as the days oi Ho-

° Demofth. de Cor. p. 4S3. Tnucyd. lib. i, cap. 1 14. Diod.
Sic. lib. 1 6, cap- 7, p. 4 1 1

.

f Demofth. ibid. p. 489. Id. in Androt. p. 7 ic. ^fchin.
In Ctef. p. 441.

'i ^Efcliin. in Ctef. p. 442, et 443.
^ jEfchin. ibid.

» Liv. lib. 28, cap. 5.

' Diod. Sic. lib. 15, p. 549. Liv. lib. 31, cap. 46.

F4



71 TRAVELS OF
mer ".— If" you enter the channel by the oppofite

fide, faid the fccond, I fliall invite you to go on

fhore at the harbour of Caryftus, which we ("hall

find on the right. Your eye will be delighted with

the view of a country abounding in pafture-grounds

and flocks ". I will condud you to the quarries

of Mount Ocha. The marble dug from them is of

a fea-green, with veins of different colours, and is

extremely proper for columns y. You will fee,

likewife, a kind of (lone capable of being fpun,

and of which a kind of cloth is made, that fo far

from being confumed by fire, is only cleanfed by

it from all its (lains '^.

Come with me to Eretria, faid the third. I will

fliew you pictures and ftatues without number^;

you Ihall fee a monument ftill more venerable,

the foundations of our ancient walls, deftroyed

by the Perfians whom we had the courage to refift''.

A pillar, erected in one of our temples, will prove

to you, that, at a feftival annually celebrated in

honour of Diana '', we formerly brought into the

field three thoufand foot foldiers, fix hundred horfe,

and fixty chariots''. He tlien expatiated with fo

" Iliad, lib. 2, v. 537,
^ Euflath. in Iliad. lib, 2, p. 2S0.
> Strab. lib. 9, p. 437. id. lib. 10, p. 446. Dion. Chryfoft,

orat. 80, p. 664.
^ Strab. lib. i o, p. 446.
^ Liv. lib. 32, cap. 16.
^ Hcrodot. lib. 6, cap. loi. Strab. ibid. p. 44S.
"^ Liv. lib. 35, cap. 3S.
•i Srrab. ibid.
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much warmth 011 the former power of that city,

and the rank ilill held by it in Greece, that Pha-

ges could not refrain from entering on the eulo-

gium of Chalcis, and a warm difpute quickly en-

fued, refpecling the pre-eminence of thefe two

cities.

Aftonifhed at the violence v\ith which they con-

tended, I faid to Timagenes : Do thefe people

confound their poffeffions with their perfonal qua-

lities ? Have you elfewhere many examples of

fuch rivaUhip ?—It fubfifls, anfwered he, between

the moft powerful nations, as well as the moft in-

cojifidcrahlc hamkts. It is founded on nature,

which, to fee every thing on earth in motion, has

judged proper to implant two propenfities in our

hearts, the fource of all our enjoyments, and of all

our fufferings : the one is the love of thofe plea-

fures that tend to the confervation of our fpecies ;

the other, the love of fuperiority, which generates

ambition and injufticc, emulation and induflry,

without which men would neither have hewn the

columns of Caryftus, painted the pidures of Ere-

tria, nor perhaps even planted the vineyards of

Ore us.

At this moment, the Chalcidean faid to his ad-

verfary : Recoiled that you are ridiculed on the

flage of Athens, where they laugh at that barba-

rous pronunciation you have brought from Elis ^.

—

< Strab. lib. lo, p. 448. Heyfch, in Ej'arp. Euftath.in Iliad,

lib, 2, p. 279.
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And have you forgotten, faid the Eretrian, that

on the fame ftage they take rather more mortify-

ing liberties with the avarice and depraved man-

ners of the Chalcideans ^ ?—But you will allow,

faid the former, that Chalcis is one of the moft

ancient cities of Greece ; Homer mentions it.

—

He fpeaks of Eretrias jn the fame pafTage, replied

the other.—We pride ourfelvcs on the colonies we

formerly fent into Thrace, Italy, and Sicily.—And

we on thofe we eftabliflied near Mount Athos ^.

—

Our ancePiors for fome time groaned under the

tyranny of the rich, and afterwards under that of

a tyrant named Phoxus j but they had the cou-

rage to (hake off the yoke, and eftablifh a demo-

cracy'.—Our fathers, in like m.anner, fubflicuted

a popular form cf government for the ariftocracy ^.

—You fhould not boaft of that change, faid the

Caryflian ; never were your cities fo flourifhing as

under the adminifbration of a fmall number of

citizens : for it was at that period that you fent

forth thofe numerous colonies you have juft men-

tioned.—They are both the more to blame, faid

the inhabitant of Oreus, as the Chalcideans at this

very day are cowardly enough to fubmit to the

tyranny of Mnefarchus, and the Eretrians to that

f Hefych. et Suid. in XaAx. Euftatli. in Iliad. lib. 2. p. 279.

Z Iliad, lib. 2. v. 538.
*> Strab. lib. 10, p. 447. Euftath. ibid.

» Arift. de Rep. lib. 5, cap. 4, t, ii. p. 391.
J<- Id. ibid. cap. 6, t. 2. p. 395.
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of Themifon^—It is not that they want courage,

replied Timagenes; both nations are brave, and

they have always been fo. Upon one occafion,

before they proceeded to blows, they regulated

the conditions of the combat, agreeing to fight

hand to hand, without making ufe of thofe wea-

pons which deftroy at a diflance. This extraor-

dinary convention is engraven on a ftone that I

once faw in the temple of Diana, at Eretria™.

The confequence muft have been a great effufion

pf blood ; but it was an efficacious method of ter-

minating the war.

Among the advantages on which you plume

yourfelves, faid I, in my turn, there is one yoa

have pafTed over in filence. Has Eubosa pro-

duced no philofopher, no celebrated poet ? How
happens it that you have not imbibed a taftc for

letters by your connexions with the Athenians'^ ?

They flood motionlefs. The captain gave his

orders to the crew. We doubled the fouthern

cape of the ifland, and entered a flrait, the fliores

of which were bordered on each fide with towns

of different fizes, and, pafTmg near the walls of Ca-

ryflus and Eretria, we arrived at Chalcis.

This city is fituated on a fpot, where, by means

of two promontories that projecft on both fides.

^ jEfchin. in Ctef. p. 44.1.
"^ Strab. lib. 10, p. 448.
* Dicsarch. Stat. Grsc. ap. Geogr. Mln. t. ii. p. 20.
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the coafts of the illand almoft touch thofe of Bee*

otia°. This fmall interval, which is called Euri-

pns, is in part filled up by a dyke that Timagenes

remembered to have feen confcrudled in his

youth. On each end of it is a tower for its de-

fence, and a drawbridge to let vefTels pafs •*. Here

we may more diftinctly obfervc a phenomenon,

the caufe of which has never yet been difcovered.

Several times in the fame day, and during the

night, the wateis of the fea flow alternately to the

north and fouth, employing the fame time to rife

and to decreafe. On certain days the ebb and

flow fcem fubjecled to regular laws, like thofe of

the main ocean. But in an inftant it departs from

every rule^, and the current is feen to change its

direction every moment •.

Chalcis is fitucted on the declivity of a hill of

the fame name^ Notwithftanding the confider-

able extent of this city, they are ftill purpoling tq

enlarge it '. Lofty trees, which grow in the pub-

lic places and gardens % proted the inhabitants

from the heat of the fun •, and a copious fpring,

called the Fountain of Arethufa, affords them an

" Strab. lib. ic, p. 445.
' Diod. Sic. lib. 13, p. 173.
*i Plat, in Phnsd. t. i. p. 90.
' Voyag. de Spon. t. ii. p. 162.
• Dicxarch. Stat, Graze, ap. Geogr. Min, t. ii, p. 1 9. Euftat,

in Iliad. 2, p. 279. Steph. in Xx?.y.,

' Strab. lib. 10, p. 447.
» Picicirch. ibid.
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ample fupply of water ". The city is embelliflied

by a theatre, gymnafia, porticos, temples, flatues,

and paintings >'. The excellence of its fituation,

its copper works*, and the fertility of the neigh-

bouring country, watered by the river Lelantus,

and covered with olive-trees, invite to the har-

bour the veflels of commercial nations '. The
inhabitants are ignorant and curious to excefs

:

they exercife hofpitality towards (trangers, and,

though jealous of liberty, eafily bend their necks to

fervitude''.

We flept at Chalcis, and the next morning at

day- break arrived at Aulis, a fmall tov.-n on the

oppofite coaft, near which there is a large bay,

where the fleet of Agamemnon was fo long detained

by contrary winds'^.

From Aulis we pafled by Salganeus, and pro-

ceeded to Anthedon, by a pretty eafy road, lying

partly along the fea fhore, and partly over an emi-

nence covered with wood, on which rife a number

of fprings ''. Anthedon is a fmall town, with a forum

or market-place, (haded by handfome trees, and

lurrounded by porticos. The principal occupation

of the inhabitants is the fifnery. A few cultivate

* Euftat. in Iliad, ibid.

y DicjEarch. Stat. ap. Grxc. Geograph. Mir, t. if. p. ig.
* Steph, in XaKx.
" Dicsarch. ibid. Plin. lib. 4, cap. 12, t. i. p. 2 1 1,

^ Dicaearch. ibid.

* Strab. lib. 9, p. 403.
* Dicasarch, ibid.
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a light foil, which produces a great deal of wine^,

but very little corn ^

We had now travelled feventy ftadia *, and had

only a hundred and fixty f to arrive at Thebes ^.

As we were in a carriage, we took the road of

the plain, though it was long and circuitous ^.

We foon approached this great city. At fight of

the citadel, which we difcovered at a diftance,

Timagenes could no longer fupprefs his fighs.

Hope and fear were alternately painted on his

countenance.—There then is my country, faid he;

there is it that I left a father and mother who

loved me with fo much tcndernefs ! Them I

carmot flatter myfelf to find. But I had a bro-

ther and a fiRer; it is polTible death may have

fpared them to my longing eyes.—Thefe reflec-

tions, which were perpetually recurring, diftraded

both our fouls. How much, at this infl:ant, did I

participate in his anxiety ! and how much to bt

pitied did he appear to me a moment after

!

We arrived at Thebes, and the refult of his firft

enquiries plunged a dagger into the heart of my
friend. Regret for his abfence had hurried the:

authors of his being to the grave. His brother

had fallen in battle; his fifter, who had been mar-

*= Dicasarch. Stat. Graec. ap. Geog. Miii. t. ii. p. 1 8.

* Above 2 leagues and a half.

f Somewhat more than 6 leagve"-.

^ Dicasarch. Stat. Grace, ap. Geog. MIn. t. ii. p. 17, et 19*

i Ibid. p. 17. ^
2
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ried at Athens, was no more, and had left only a

Ion and daughter. His grief was extreme ; but

the marks of attention and tendernefs he received

from citizens of every rank, from fome diftant re-

lations, and efpecially from Epaminondas, alle-

viated his fufferings, and compenfated in fome

meafure for his lolTes.
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CHAP. V.

Stay at I'hehes.—Epaminondas—Philip of Macedon*

IN the relation of a fecond journey I made into

Boeotia, I fliall fpeak of the city of Thebes,

and of the manners of the Thebans. In my firft,

my whole attention was bellowed on Epaminondas.

I was prefented to him by Timagenes j and he

was too well acquainted with the fage Anacharfis

not to be ftruck with my name. He was affe6ted

with the motives that brought me into Greece,

and allied me many quedions concerning the

Scythians j but I was fo impreiied with admiration

and refpeft, that I anfwered with hefitation. Per-

ceiving my embarraffment, he turned the conver-

fation on the expedition of the younger Cyrus, and

the retreat of the ten thoufand. He defired to fee

us often, and we vifited him every day. We
were prefent at feveral converfations which he

held with the mod enlightened Thebans, and with

the abieil officers. Though he had enriched his

anind with every kind of knowledge, he chofe rather

to hear than to fpeak. His refiecStions were al-

ways juft and profound. On occafions of contro-

verfy.
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verfy, when it was neceflary to defend himfclf, his

anfwers were promor, energetic, and precife. No-

thing conld be niore interciling than the conver-

fation, v/hen it turned on philolbphical or pohtical

topics'".

I call to mind, with a mixture of pride and

pleafure, the famihar terms on which I lived with

perhaps the greatest man that Greece ever has pro-

duced'; for why fhould we not grant this title to

the general who perfected the art of war, who

echpfed the glory of the moft renowned comman-

ders'^, and was never vanquiflied but by fortune^;

to the ftatefman who gave to Thebes a fupcriority

(he had never poffcfled, and which fhe loft imme

diately on his death "*; to the negociator who, in

the general afTemblies and congreffes of Greece,

always maintained a fuperiority over the other

Grecian deputies", and found means to retain in

r.he alliance of 1 hebes, his country, even the ftates

who were jealous of the growth of his new power;

to the man who equalled in eloquence the greater

part of the Athenian orators °, was no lefs devoted

^ Nep. in Epam. cap. 3.

^ Cicer. de Orat. lib. 3, cap. 34, t. i. p. 313. Id. Tufcul. lib.

i,cap. 2. t.ii.p. 234.
^ Diod. Sic. lib. 15, p. 356, et 396. ^lian. lib. 7, cap. 14.
1 Polyb. lib. 9, p. 548.
>" Id.' lib. 6, p. 488. Diod. ibid. p. 388, et 397. Paufan

lib. 8, cap. 1 1, p. 622. Nep. in Epam. cap. 10.

" Nep. in Epam. cap. 6.
** Cicer. in Lrut. cap. i ^, t. i. p. 346.

Vol. II.
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to his country than LeonidasP, and perhaps more

juft even than Ariftides ?

A faithful portrait of his mind -and heart would

be the only eulogy worthy of Epaminondas ; but

who is able to define and explain that fublime

philofophy which enlightened and directed all his

adions ; that genius, fo rich in information and

fo fruitful in refources ; thofe plans, concerted

with fuch prudence and executed with fuch cele-

rity ? Who-fliall fufBciently defcribe his equality

of mind, his purity of morals*, his dignity of de-

meanour and of manners, the attention he paid to

truth even in the minuted particulars, his mild-

nefs, his benignity, and the patience with which

he fuftained the injuflice of the people, and even

of fome of his friends ' ?

In a life where the private individual appears

no lefs amiable than the public man, it will fuffice

promifcuoufly to feled a few traits which ferve to

charaflerize them both. I have already related

his principal achievements in the firft chapter of

ihis work.

His houfe was Icfs the afylum than the fanftuary

of poverty. She reigned there with the pure joy

of innocence, and the unalterable ferenity of hap-

pinefs, furrounded by the other virtues, to which

f Cicer. de Fin. lib. 2, cap. 19, t. ii. p. 123.

* See note at the end of the volume.

1 Nep. in Epam. cap. 3. Plut. ia Pelop. p. 290. Paufan. L'b.

8, cap. 49, p. 699.
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(lie gave new po.vcrs, while flie derived ludre

from their eminence, She reigned thc're with a

privation Co abfolute as alrnoft to furpafs beliefs

When on the point of fetting out on an expedi-

tion into Peloponnefus, Epaminondas was obliged

to borrow fifty drachmas to purchafe himf^flf ihe

necelTary equipage*; yet was it about the fame

time that he rejcded with indignation fifty pieces

of gold, which a Thefllilian prince had ventured to

offer him^ In vain did his friends attempt to

Ihare their fortune with him ; but he made ihem

fliare the honour of relieving the wretched.

We found him one day with feveral of them af-

femblcd at his houfe, to whom he faid ; SphoJrias

has a daughter who is marriageable, 'but as he is

too poor to give her a portion, 1 have taxed

each of you according to your abilities. I am

obliged to (lay at home for a few da3's, but the

firfttime I go out I will prefent to you this wor-

thy citizen, for it is but right that he (hould re-

ceive your bounty from yourfelves, and be ac-

quainted with his benehiftors^ They all confenred

to the propofal, and left him with thanks for this

mark of confi.dence. Timagenes, to whom t'.:is

projeft of retirement had given fome uneafinefs,

enquired of him the motive ; to which he fimply

' Front. Strat. lib. 4, cap. 3.

* About 45 livres ( il. 17s. 6d.)

* ^lian. lib. 1 1, cap. 9. Plut. in Apopbt. t. ii. p. 193.
* Nep. in Epanj. cap. 3.

Gi
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anfwered : I am obliged to have my mantid

cleaned". And the truth is that he had not a fe-

cond.

A moment after, Mycithus, a young man to

whom he was greatly attached, entered, and faid :

Diomedon of Cyzicus is arrived, and has ad-

dreffed himO-lf to me to be introduced to you.

He has fome propofitions to giiake on the part of

the king of Perfia, with orders to deliver to you a

conliderable fum, and has even forced me to ac-

cept five talents.—Let him enter, anfwered Epa-

minondas. *' Hear me, Diomedon," faid he ;
" if

" the views of Artaxerxes be confiftent with the

*' intcrellis of my country, 1 ftand in no need of

*' his prefents : if not, all the gold in his empire

" would not induce me to betray my duty. You
** have judged of my heart by your own ; I for-

*' give you this miftake ; but depart inflantly from
*' the city, left you lliould corrupt the inhabitants".

*' And as for you, Mycithus, if you do not this

" very moment return the money you have re-

*' ceived, I fnall deliver you up to the magiftracy."

^Ve had ftepped out during this converfation, but

Mycithus repeated it to us direftly after.

This lelibn Epaminondas had more than once

given to thofe about him. When at the head of

the army, having learnt that his lliield-bearer had

" ^llan. lib, 5, cap. 5.
^ Nep. in Epaiii. cap. 4. ^llan. Var. Hift. lib. 5, cap. 5.
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fold a captive his Hberty : Give me back my
buckler, faid he ro him. Since your hands are foiled

with money, you are no longer worthy to follow

me in dangers y.

A zealous difciple of Pythagoras, he imitated

his frugality. He denied himfelf the ufc of wine,

and frequently ate nothing, during the whole day,

but ahttle honey*. Mufic, which he had been taught

by the ableft matters, fomctimes conilituted the de-

light of his leifure hours. He excelled on the flute;

and at entertainments to which he was invited fang

in his turn, accompanying his voice with the lyre ^.

The more affability he difplayed in fociety, the

greater was his feverity when it became necefHiry

to maintain the decorum fuitable to each condition.

One of the lowed of the people, a man abandoned

to debauchery, had been detained in prifon : Why,
faid Pelopidas to his friend, did you refufe me
his pardon, and grant it to a courtezan ? ^^ Be-

*' caufe," anfwered Fpaminondas, "it ill becomes

" a man like you to interell yourfelf for a man
" like him\"

Never did he either court or decline public em-

ployments. He more than once fcrved as a com-

y ^lian, Var. Hift. lib. ii, cap. 9. Plut. in Apopht. t. ii.

p. 194.
^ Athen. lib. 10, p. 419.
^ Cicer. Tufcul. lib. i, cap. 2, t. ii. p. 234. Athen. lib. 4,

p. 184. Nep. in Epam. cap. 2.

^ Plut. de Rei Qer. Frxc. t. ii. p. 808.

G3
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mon foldier, under inexperienced generals, pre-

ferred to him by intrigue. More than once the

troops, befieged in their camp, and reduced to the

moft critical extremities, had recourfe to him for

afiiftance. On thefe occafions he direded the

operations, repulfed the enemy, and brought back

the army in fafety, without remembering either the

jnjuftice he had experienced, or the fervice he had

rendered to his country S

He neglefted no circumftance that might raife

the courage of his nation, and render it formidable

to others. Previous to his firfl campaign in Pe-

loponnefis, he prevailed on fome Thebans to

vvrenie vvithfeveral JLacedzemonians who were then

at Thebes. The former having gained the ad-

vantage, from that moment his foidiers began no

longer to dread the L.accd^monians ^. Whilfl

he was encamped, in winter, in Arcadia, the depu-

ties of one of the adjacent cities propofed to him

to enter and take up his quarters in it. "^ No,"

faid Epaminondas to his officers j
" if they faw us

** feated by the fire, they would take us for ordi-

" nary men. We will remain here, notwithftand-

** ing the rigour of the feafon. When they fee

** us continue our vvreftling matches and military

** exercifes, they will be loft in aftonilhment^"

' Nep. in Epam. cap. 7.

"1 Polyaen. Stratag. lib. 2, cap. 3, § 6.

" Plut, an Seni &c. p. 788.
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Daiphantiis and lollidas, two general officers

who had merited his efteem, faid one day to Ti-

macienes : You would admire him ftill more, had

you followed him in his expeditions ; had you

ftudied his marches, his encampments, his difpofi-

tions before a battle, and his genuine courage and

prefence of mind in the heat of the conflict ; had

you beheld him ever adive and ferene, penetrating

at a glance the projedls of the enemy, lulling them

into a fatal fecurity, multiplying around them al-

moft inevitable ambufhcs ^ maintaining at the

fame time the moft rigid difcipline in his army,

exciting, by new and efficacious methods, the ar-

dour of his foldiers ^, and unremittingly exerting

himfelffor their prefervation, and, above every

thing, for their honour.

By fuch engaging marks of attention he has

completely won their hearts. Even when worn

out wirh fafigue, and tormented by hunger, they

are always ready to execute his orders, and rufli

into the midft of danger ''.- Thofe panic terrors,

fo frequent in other armies, are unknown in his

;

and when they are likely to arife, a fingle word

from him difpels or turns ^them to his advantage'.

We were on the point of entering Peloponnefus,

and the army of the enemy had encamped in^ „ .—-—«^

f Polyaen. Stratag. lib. 2, cap. 3.

e Id. ibid.

h Xenoph. Hift. Jib. 7, p. 645.
' Diod. Sic. lib. 15, p. 367, et 368. Polysn. ibid. ^ 3, et 8.

G4



SS TRAVELS OF
front ^. Whilft Epaminondas was reconnoitring

their pofition, a clap of thunder caiifed a great

alarm amongft thefoldiersj and the augur ordered

our march to be fufpended. In this moment of

clifmaj', the general was aiked, what could be the

meaning of fuch a prefage ? " Why, that the

'^ enem}' has rhofen a bad camp," cried he with

confidence. The courage of the troops revived ;

and the next daj' they forced the pafs ^

The two Theban officers related other fa6cs

which I fupprefs ; and, omitting feveral that oc-

curred before my eyes, I fliuU proceed to this re^-

ile(5lion. Epaminondas, devoid ot ambition, vani-

ty, or interefted views, raifed, in a few years, his

nation to that height of greatnefs which we have

feen the Thebans attain. This prodigy he effe6t-

ed, in the firft inftance, by the influence of his

virtues and his talents. While he thus fvvayed

the mind of the public, by the fuperiority of his

genius and information, he guided at will the paf-

fions of others, becaufe he rcmj^ined mafter of his

own. But his fuccefs is principally to be imputed

to the energy of his charafter. His lofty and in-

dependent foul felt an early indignation at the

fovereignty afllimed by the Lacedaemonians and

Athenians over the Greeks in general, and more

particularly over the Thebans. He vowed an

^ Diod. Sic. lib. 15. p. 380.
' Polyxn. Strat.'ig. lib. 2, cap. 3? § 3.
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eternal hatred to tliefe oppreflbrs, which would

have remained fecluded in liis own breafl: ; but no

fooner did his country confide to him the aveng-

ing of her wrongs, than he broke the chains of

nations, and became a conqueror froni duty. He
formed the projeft, equally bold and new, of at-

tacking the Lacedicmonians in the very centre

of their empire, and of depriving them of that

pre-eminence they had enjoyed for fuch a feries of

ages. This plan he purfued widi perfeverance, in

defpite of their power, their fame, their allies, and

even of their enemies, who beheld with a jealous

eye the rapid progrefs of the Thebans. Nor did

he fufter his ardour to be checked by the oppofi-

tion of a party, formed at Thebes in favour of

peace, becaufe Epaminondas was inclined to war*^.

Meneclides was at the head of this fad\ion. His

eloqvience, his authority, and the fecret charms of

tranqviiility, fo prevalent with the greater part of

mankind, gave him great influence among the

people; but the firmnefs of Epaminondas finally

farmounted all obftacles, and when we left Thebes

every thing was ready for the campaign. Had
not death terminated his career in the midft of a

triumph, which left the Lacedemonians without

refource, he would have made tlie Athenians give

^n account of the viftories they. had gained over

" Nep. in Epam. cap. §,

•H
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the Greeks, and, as he fuid himfelf, have enriched

the ciiadel of Thebes with the monuments which

decorated that of Athens'-

We had frequent opportunities of feeing Po-

lymnis, the father of Epaminondas. This refped-

able old man was lefs affcded with the homage
paid to his own virtues, than with the honours

bellowed upon his fon. He more than once re-

minded us of the tender fentiment exprefTed by

Epaminondas, after- the battle of Leuftra, aniid

the acclamadons of the army : " What gives me
" the mod pleafure is, that my revered parents yet

*' live, and will Qiare in my triumph^."

The Thebans had entrulled Polymnis with the

care of the young Philip, brother of Perdiccas

king of MacedonP. Pelopidas, having appeafed

the troubles of that kingdom, received for hoft-

agcs tiiis prince, .and thirty young Macedonian

noblemen^. Philip, then about eighteen years of

age, already united the talent n'ith the defire of

pleafing. All who favv him admired his beauty ";

and all who heard him, his wit, memory, eloquence^

and graceful manner of fpeaking^ His gaiety

fomeiimes fufiered a few fallics to efcape him, but

" ^fchin. de Falf. Leg. p. 41 1.

" Plut. in Coriol. t. i". p. 215.
r Diod. Sic. Kb. l6,'p. 407.
1 Plut. in Felop. t. i. p. 291. Diod. lib. 15, p. 379. Juftin.

lib. 7, cap. 5. Orof. lib. 3, cap. 12, p. 167.
• iEfch. de Falf. Leg. p. 402, et 412.
' Id. ibid. p. 401.

i^*



A N A C H A R S I S. 91

thefe were fuch as could never give offence. Mild,

affable, generous, and quick in dilcerning merit,

no man knew better than he the art and neceffity of

infinuating himfelf into the heart*. The Pythago-

rean Naufithous, his preceptor, had inflillcd into

him a tafte for literature, which he retained all his

life, and gave him leiibns of temperance which he

afterwards forgot". The love of pleafiu-e made its

appearance amid fo many excellent qualities, but

without interrupting their application ; and it was

already foretold, that if this prince fliould one day

mount the throne, he would not be governed en-

tirely either by bufinefs, or by pleafure.

Philip was affiduoufly attentive to Epaminondas;

in the genius of a great man he fludied the fecrct

of one day becoming great " ; he eagerly collect-

ed his obfervations as well as his examples ; and it

was in this excellent fchool that he learned to mo-

derate and govern his paffions>', to liften to the

truth, to corrcdl his errors, to know the Greeks,

and to enflave Greece.

' Diod. lib. 16, p. 482. Pint, an Seni &c. t. ii. p. 806.
" Clem. Alex. Piedagog. lib. i, p. .130. Diod. ibid. p. 407.

Athcn. lib. 4, p. 167 ; lib. 6, p. 260.
* Plut. in Pelop. t. i. p. 292.
V Plut. Conjug. Prase, t. ii. p. 143 > in Apopht. p. 177.
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CHAP. VI.

J}eparlure from Thehes.— Arrival at Athens,—hi'

habitants of Attica.

1H A V E already faid that Timagenes had no

relations remaining but a nephew and a niece,

fettled at Athens. The name of his nephew was

Philotas, and that of his niece Epicharis. She

had married a wealthy citizen named Apollodorus.

They came to Thebes a few days after our arrival.

Timagenes enjoyed in their fociety a pleafure and

tranquillity which had long been ftrangers to his

heart. Philotas was of the fame age with myfelf.

I began to form an intimacy with him, and he

foon became my guide, my companion, my friend^

the tendered and faithfuleft of friends.

Before their departure they had made us promife

fhortly to pay them a vifit. We took leave of Epa-

minondas with a regret which he deigned to

lliare, and repaired to Athens on the i6th of the

month Antheflerion, in the zd year of the 104th

Olympiad *. In the houfe of Apollodorus we

r-

* The 1 3th of March of the year 362 before Chrlft.



ANACHARSIS. ^^

found all the comforts and affiftance to be expected

from his opulence and connexions.

The next day after my arrival I flew to the

academy, where I faw Plato. I went to the

work-room of the painter Euphranor. I was in

that kind of delirium occafioned by the firft fight

of celebrated men and the pleafure of approaching

them. I next fixed my attention on the city, and

for fome days employed myfelf in admiring its mo-

numents, and in vifiting its environs.

Athens is, as it were, divided into three parts

;

the citadel, built on a rock ; the city, fituated

around this rock * ; and the harbours of Phale-

rum, Munychia and the Pir^us *.

The firft inhabitants of Athens fixed their abode

on the rock of the citadel ^ There f^ood the ancient

town, which, though from its fituation it was acccf-

fible only on the fouth-weft^, was every where cn-

compafTed with walls which are ftill remaining*^.

The circumferertce of the modern city is fixty

ftadiaf. The walls flanked with towers^ and

"^ Aiiftid. Panathen. t. i. p. 99.
* See the plan of the environs of Athens,
* Thucyd. lib. 2, cap. 15.
^ Paufan. lib. i, cap. 22. p. 51. Wheler. Voya^. du Levant,

t. if. p. 415.
<= rierodot. lib. 6. cap. 137. Paufan. lib. i, cap. 28, p. 67,
-j- z\ leagues.

•^ Thucyd. lib. 2, cap. 13. Schol. ibid.
'" Id. ibid. cap. 1 7.
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haftily built in the time of Tliemiflocles, exhibit

on all fides frao-ments of columns and ruins, con-

fufedly intermingled with the unfliapen materials

employed in their conftrudion^

From the city run two long, walls, one of which,

thirty-five ftadia in length =-, terminates at the pore

of Phalerum j and the other, which is of forty

ftadia-}-, at that of the Pirseus. • They are almoft

entirely fliut in at their extremity by a third of

fixty ftadia s- and as they embrace not on^Hiefe

two harbours, and that of Munychia which is in

the middle, but a multitude of houfes, temples, and

monuments of every kind^ , the entire circumfer-

ence of the city may be eftimated at near two

hundred ftadia ^*.

To the fouth-weft, and clofe to the citadel, is the

rock of the Mufeum, feparated by a little valley,

from the hill on which the Areopagus holds its

alTemblies. Other eminences contribute to render

the fite of this city extremely uneven. From them

proceed fome fcanty fprings of water, but not fuffi-

cicnt to fupply the inhabitants'^. This deficiency

^ Thucyd. lib. i, cap. 93.
*

1 1 league,

t I i league.

t Thucyd. lib. 2, cap. 13.
^ Id. lib. 2, cap. 17. Paufjn. lib. i, cap. 1, et 2.

I Above 7 Icacrucs and a half.

• Dion. Chryfolt. orat. 6, p. 87. <*

k Plat, ill Lyf. t. ii. p. 203. Strab. lib. 9, p. 397.
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is remedied by wells and cillerns, in which the

Wviter acquires a coolnels which is anxiouily

foii2:ht '.

The ftreets in general are deflitute of regularit}'.

The greater number of the houfes are fmall and

incommodious ™. As for thofe which are more

magnificent, you can hardly get a glimpfe of thfir

decorations, acrofs a court, or rather a long and

narrow avenue ". Externally, every thing has

the air of fimplicity, and llrangers at firft fighc

feek in Athens itfelf for that city, fo celebrated

through the world"; but their admiration im«

perceptibly increafes, when they attentively ex.

amine the numerous temples, porticos and public

buildings, in the embellilhmcnt of which all the

arts have contended for the prize.

The Uiffus and the Cephifus meander around the

city, and fcveral public walks are laid out at no

great diflance from their banks. Furthisr on, hilh

covered with olives, laurels, and vines, terminating

in lofty mountains, form, as it were, a zone around

the plain, which, to the fouthward, is bounded only

by the fea.

Attica is a kind of peninfula of.a triangular form.

' Thcoph. Char. cap. 20.

"" Dicasarch. p. 8.

" Eullath. in ^liad. lib. 8, v. 435. Didym. ib. Hefycb in

u^iuvt. Vitriiv. lib, 6, cap. ic.

• Dicxarch. p. 8.



* About 1 3 leagues and a half.

•\ Near 9 leagues.

X 1 5 3- leagues.

^76 fquare leagues.

II
About 4 fquare leagues.

% See the map of Attica.
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The coaft oppofite to Argolis may extend in ^

right Hne about 357 ftadia*; that vt'hich borderaT

on Boeotia, 235 -f-
; and that which looks towards

Euboea, 406;;;. It contains 53,200 fquare ftadia§y

widioiit including the ifle of Salamis, which con-

tains no more than 2,925 fquare ftadia \\.

This litde country, every where interfccled with'

rocks and mountains, is by nature extremely barren,' }

and it is by dint of cultivation alone that it repays

the hufbandman for his labours ; but laws, induf-

try, commerce, and the remarkable purity of the;

air, have been fo favourable to population,

that Attica is at this day covered with villages and

towns, of which Athens is the capital ^.

The inhabitants of Attica are divided into three

clafles. The firft comprehends the citizens ; the

fecond, the foreigners fettled in the country j and

the third, the Haves.

The flaves are diftlnguin:ied into two forts, the

natives of Greece, and ihofe brought from foreign

countries. The former confift in general of thofe

whom the fate of arms has thrown into the

hands of a conqueror irritated by too obftinata

a refiilance.
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a refiftance •". The latter are brought from Thrace,

Fhrygia, Caria *, and the countries inhabited by

barbarians ^.

Slaves of every age, fex, and nation, form a

confiderable object of traffic throughout Greece.

Merchants, eager after gain, are perpetually tranf-

porting them from one country to another. They

heap them togetiier like the vileft merchandife in

the market-places ; and, when a purchafer appears,

oblige them to dance a round, to enable him to

judge of their powers and agility ^ The price

they fetch varies according to their talents. Some

are valued at three hundred drachmas -j-, others

at fix hundred J \ Several fell for much more.

The Greeks who fall into the hands of pirates, are

expofed to fale in the Grecian cities, and forfeit

their freedom till they are able to pay a heavy ran-

fom^ Both Plato and Diogenes experienced this

misfortune. The friends of the former paid three

thoufand drachm.as to redeem him § ". The latter

remained in bondage, and taught the children of

his matter to be free and virtuous *.

P Thucyd. lib. 3, cap. 68.

* The foreign flaves were dlftinguiflied among the Greeks by
the name of their refpedlive nations j one was called Carian, an-

other Thrace, Sec.

1 Euripid. in Alcetl. v, 675.
^ Mcnand. ap. Harpocrat. in KCy.Xot,

•f 270 Hvres (i il. 5s.).

i 540 livres (22I. los.).
' Demofth. in Aphob. i. p. 896.
* Andoc. de Alyfter. p. 18. Terent, Eunuch. a6x. I, fccn. 3,

§ 2700 livres (112I. los.).
* Laert. in Piat. lib. 3, ^ 20.
» Id. lib. 6, § 29.

Vol. II. H
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Throughout almoft all Greece the number of flaves

infinitely exceeds that of the citizens y. Almoft.

every where the utmoft exertions are obliged con-

tinually to be made to keep them in fubjedion *.

Laced^mon, by having recourfe to rigorous mea-

fures to force them to obedience, has often driven

them to revolt. Athens, wilhing to fecure their fide-

lity by gentler methods, has made them infolent *.

It is eflimated that there are about four hundred

thoufand (laves in Attica''. Thefe cultivate the

lands, conduft the manufaftures, work the mines,

labour in the quarries, and perform all the do-

meftic offices in private houfes : for the law pro-

hibits the maintenance of idle (laves ; and thofe

who, born in a fervile condition, are unable to ap-

ply themfelves to laborious occupations, endeavour

to become ufeful by their addrefs, their talents, or

application to the arts "=. Some manufacturers

employ upwards of fifty '', and derive from them a

confiderable profit. In fome of thefe works, one

flave will give a clear annual produce of a hun-

dred *% and in others of a hundred and twenty

drachmas -f
^.

y Athen. lib. 6, p. 272.
^ Plat, de Leg. lib. 6, t. ii. p. 776.
* Xenopb. de Rep. Athcn. p. 693.
i" Athen. lib. 6, p. 272.
' Ulpian. in Mid. p. 683.
^ Plat, de Rep. lib. 9, t. Ii. p. 578. Demofth. In Aphob. i,

p. S96.
* 90 livres (3I. 15s.).

* Demofth. ibid.

+ 108 livres (4.I. los.).
1^ JEfchin. in Tim, p. 275t



ANACHARSI?, i)(^

Some there are who have merited their liberty

by fighting for the republic % or by exhibiting

fuch proofs of zeal and attachment to their mailers

as are {till celebrated as examples for the reft'*.

When they are unable to obtain it by fervices,

they purchafe it with a peculium, or private pro-

perty they are permitted to amafs ', and which they

employ in prefents to their mafters, on feftive oc-

cafions ; as for inftance when a child is born, or

a marriage takes place in the family^.

When eflentially deficient in their duties, their

mafters may load them with chains ', condemn them

to turn the millftone"", prevent them from marry-

ing, or feparate them from their wives ° ; but on

no account may they attempt their lives. When
treated with cruelty, they are driven to defertion,

or to feek an afylum at leaft in the temple of

Thefeus "". In this cafe, they require to be tranf-

ferred to the fervice ofanother lefs rigorous mafter ^^

and fometimes are fo fortunate as to be able to

withdraw themfelves from the yoke of the tyrant

who opprelTed them ^.

? Ariftoph. in Ran. v. 705.
^ Plat, de Leg. lib, 6, t. ii. p. 776.
' Dion, Chryfoil. orat. 15, p. 241.
'^ Terent. Phorm. a6l, 1. fcen. i.

' Athen.Iib. 6, p. 272.
" Terent. And. a£l. i. fcen. 3.

" Xcnoph. CEcon. p. 844.
• Poll. lib. 7, cap. 1 2, p. 694.
y Pint, de Supeift. t. ii, p. 166.

^ Demofth. in Mid. p. 61 1. Pet. Leg. Attic, p. 1 78. Athen^
lib. 6, p. 266 ct 267.

H 2



»©o TRAVELS OF
Thus have the laws provided for their fafety;

but when they are intelligent, or poffefled of

pleafing talents, intereft proves a more powerful

proteftor than the laws. With fuch endowments

they enrich their mailers, and themfelves by re-

taining part of their earnings. Thefe profits ac-

cumulated, enable them to procure patrons, to live

in the moll unbecoming luxury, and to unite the

infolence of arrogant pretenfions with fordidnefs

of fentiment ^

Severe penalties are denounced againft any man

who fhall ilrike the (lave of another, every aft of

violence being a crime againft the ftate^ \ and the

fiave being fcarcely to be diftinguifhed from the

free man by any external mark*, the outrage,

but for this law, might fall on the citizen, whofe

perfon fhould be facred ^

When a flave is enfranchifed, he does not pafs

into the clafs of citizens, but into that of the

foreign fettlers, which is connefted with the latter

by liberty, and with that of the flaves by the fmall

portion of refpedt or influence it polTelies in the

Hate.

' Xenoph. de Rep. Athen. p. 693.
s Demofth. in Mid. p. 610.
* The flaves were obliged to {have their heads (Arlftoph.in

Av. 912. Schol. ibid.l ; but they covered them with bonnets

(Id. in Vcfp. 44.3). Their drefs fliould reach only to the knee

(id. in Lyfif. 1153. Schol. ibid.) ; but many citizens wore g«lr»

ments of the fame kind.

' Xsuoph. ibid.
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This intermediate clafs, to the number of about

ten thoufand", confifts of ftrangers fettled with

their families in Attica *, mod of them exercifing

trades, or ferving in the navy y
j protefled by,

without participating in, the government i free, yet

dependent ; ufcful to the republic which fears them,

becaufe fhe dreads liberty detached from the love

of country, and defpifcd by a people at once proud

and jealous of the diftindions annexed to the con-

dition of a citizen '.

They are obliged to feledl from among the citi.

zens a patron to be refponfible for their conduct %
and to pay an annual tribute to the public treafury

of twelve drachmas* for the heads of families, and

fix drachmas-}- for their children''. Their pro-

perty is forfeited when they negledl complying

with the former of thefe conditions, and their

liberty when they violate the latter *=

; but if they

are fortunate enough to render any fignal fervices

to the ftate, they obtain an exemption from the

tribute ''.

" Athen. lib. 6, p. 272.
^ Harpocr. in Mfto.K,

y Xcnoph. de Rep. Athen. p. 603.
* iElian. Var. Hilt. lib. 6, cap. i.

^ Harpoc. et Siiid. in llpcriT^?. Hyper, ap. Harpoc. in ^A-sj^o;^'

* lolivrcs 16 fols (9 (hillings).

f 5 livres 8 fols (4 ihillings and fixpenc^-).

'^ llajus apud Harpocr. in MeIoU. Poll. lib. 3, cap. 4, § ^^,
' Ram, Pet. Leg. Ait. p. 172.
* Id. p. 169,
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In religious ceremonies they are diftinguifhed

from the citizens by particular fundlions. The

men muft carry part of the offerings, and their

wives hold umbrellas over the free women * ; they

are cxpofed likewife to the infults of the people,

and to degrading fallies of raillery from the

ftage ^

The republic has been known to adopt a great

number of them into the clafs of citizens, when

exhaufted by long warss. But if by any clan-

deftine p radices they contrive to procure admiflion

into that refpeflable order, they are liable to a

judicial profecution, and fometimes even to be

fold for flaves ^.

The freed men, admitted into this clafs, are

fubjedt to the fame tribute, the fame dependence,

and the fame humiliations. Thofe v/ho are born

in fervirude, never can become citizens ' -, and

every patron, able in a regular courfe of juftice

to convid the flave he had enfranchifed of ingrati-

tude, is authorized inftantly to load him anew with

chains, faying to him : Be a flave, fmce thou

knowefl not how to live free ''.

The condition of the intermediate clafs begins to

e -Elian. Var. Hift, lib. 6, cap. I. Periz, ibid. Harpocr,
in M/IoiK. ct in Xxatp. Suid. et Hefych. in ^y.x<p,

f Ariftopb. Acharn. v. 507.
g Diod. Sic, lib. 13, p. zi6.
*" Sam. Pet. Leg. Att. p. 134.
' Dion. Chryfoft. orat. 15, p. 239,
'" Val. Maxim, lib. 2, cap, 6.

4
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be more favourable ^ For fome time paft they have

been lefs infulted, but they are not therefore better

fatisfied with their lot; for having obtained refpedt,

they are now looking for diflindtions, it being a

painful fituation to remain entirely without au-

thority or influence in a city containing fo many

pcrfons of importance.

He is a citizen by birth, who is born of a father

and mother who are themfelves citizens "^
; but the

child of an Athenian, who marries a foreign woman^

is entitled only to the condition of his mother.

This law was made by Pericles, at a time when he

was furrounded by children likely to perpetuate

his family ; and he carried it into execution with

fo much rigour, that near five thoufand perfonsf

excluded from the rank of citizens, were publicly

fold by audion. He violated it when he had only

one fon left, whofe birth he had formerly declared

illegitimate ".

The citizens by adoption enjoy almoft the fame

privileges as the natives. At firil, when it was

neceflary to encourage the population of Attica,

the title of citizen was beftowed on every perfon

who came to fettle in that country °. When that

necellicy cealed, Solon granted it only to thofc

' Xenoph. de Rep. Athcn. p. 693.
™ Sara. Pet. Leg. Att. p. 138.
" Pint, in Pericl. p. 172. iElian. lib. 6, c. 10. lib. 13, c. 24.1

Suid. in Ar,j.or7. Schol. Ariitoph. in Vcfp, v. 716.
• Thucyd. lib. 1, cap. 2. Schol. ibid.

H4
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who Ihould bring with them their families, or to

perfons who, exiled for ever from their country,

came thither in fearch of a fecure afylum p. At

length it v/as promifed to thofe who fhould render

fer vices to the ftate'^j and as nothing can be more

honourable than to excite the gratitude of an en-

lightened nation, no fooner was this privilege of-

fered as the reward of merit, than it became the

obje(5l of the ambition even of fovereigns, who re-

fleded new luftre on it when they fucceeded, and

flill greater v/hen they were unable to obtain the

diftindlion. It was formerly refufed to Perdiccas,

king of Macedonia, who was worthy of the ho-

nour ; and Rnce granted with more facility ' to

Evagoras king of Cyprus, Dionyfius king of Syra-

cufe, and other princes. It was ardently fought after

fo long as the Athenians rigoroufly obferved the

laws to prevent its being too eafily obtained : for

by thefe laws it is not fufficient that the candidate

be adopted by a decree of the people ; this decree

muft be connrmed by an affembly in which fix

thoufand citizens give their fufirages by ballot

;

and this double election may be objected to by the

loweft of the Athenians, and undergo the examina-

P Plut. in Solon, t. i. p. 91.
H Demofth. in Nexr p. 861.
r Id. de Ord. Rep. p. 126. Meurf. de Fort. Athen. p. 1702.
• Epift. Phil, ad Athen. in Oper. Demofth. p- 115. llocr.

Eva';, t. ii. p. 97.
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tion of a tribunal cmpov/cred to correfl even the

judgment of the people ^

Thefe precautions, of late too much neglected,

have not prevented pcrfons from attaining the

rank of citizens, who have been a difgrace to the

title ", and whofe example will eventually juftify

ftill more difhonourable cledions.

Among the citizens of Athens it is ellimated

that there are twenty thoufand men able to bear

arms *.

All thofe who are diftinguilhed by their wealth,

birtli, virtues, or knowledge >", form here, as in

almoft every country, the principal clafs of citizens,

who may be called the higher clafs.

This comprifes men of fortune, becaufe they

fupport the burthens of the (late •, and the virtuous

and enlightened, becaufe they chiefly contribute

to its prefervation and glory. As for birth, it is

refpecled, from a prefumption that it tranfmits

from father to fon more noble fcntiments, and a

more ardent patriotifm than can be found in vul-

gar minds '^.

' Demofth. in Neasr. p. S75,
" Id. de Rep, Ordin. p. 126.

* Plat, in Crit. t. iii. p. \iz. Demofth. in Ariftog. p. 836.
Pint, in Pericl. t. i. p. 172. Philochor, ap. Schol. Find.
Olymp. 9. V. 67. Id. ap. Schol. Aiiiloph. in Vefp. v. 716.
Cteficl. ap. Athcn. lib. 6, cap. 20, p. 272.

y Arid, de Rep. lib. 4, c. 4, t. ii. p. 368. Herald. Animadv.
in Salin.01)ferv. lib. 3, p. 252.

^ ArilK de Rep. lib. 3,0. 13, t. ii.p. 353. Id. Rhetor. lib. i,

c. 9, t. i:. p. 532.
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Particular regard therefore is paid to families;

which claim their defcent from the gods, the kings

of Athens, or the ancient heroes of Greece ; and

ftill more to the families whofe founders have dif-

played examples of diftinguifhed virtue, filled the

chief offices of magiftracy, gained battles, or ob-

tained crowns in the public games \

Some trace back their origin to the remoteft

ages. For more than one thoufimd years paft the

houfe of the Eumolpidas has been in pofTefTion of

the prieflhood of Ceres Eleufinia'', and that of

the Eteobutadse of the priefthood of Minerva '=.

Others have as extenfive pretenfions, and to give

weight to them invent genealogies '^, which few

take the trouble to invalidate. For this higher

clafs form no diflin6t body ; they enjoy no pe-

culiar privilege nor precedency •, but their edu-

cation gives them a claim to the firft places, and

the public opinion facilitates their attaining them.

The city of Athens contains, exclufive of the

Haves, upwards of thirty thoufand inhabitants ^

^ Plat. ap. Diog. Laert. lib. 3, § 88. Arift. Rhetor, lib. I,

cap. ^, t. ii. p. 522.
° Hefych. in Et^/^cA'zc-.

' Id. Harpocr. et Suid. in 'EnoQ.
*^ Scho^ Aiiiloph. in Av. v. 2S4.
« Ariiloph. in Ecdcf. v. 11:4.
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CHAP. VII.

Meeting of the Academy.

IHA.D now been fome days at Athens^ and had

taken a rapid view of the curiofities it contains.

When this ardour was fomewhat abated, Apollo-

dorus, my hbft, propofed to me to pay another

vifit to the academy *.

We crofled a quarter of the city called the Ce-

ramicus, or Tile Grounds, and thence, going out

by the gate Dipylon, we came into fields called

likewife Ceramicus^, and obferved, as we went

along, a number of tombs ^i for no perfon is al-

lowed to be buried in the city *». The citizens in

general have their places of fepulture at their

country houfes ', or in quarters allotted them with-

out the walls. The Ceramicus is fet apart for

thofe who have fallen in battle''. Among thefe

tombs, we fee thofe of Pericles and fome other

* See the plan of the academy.
^ Meurf. Ceram, Gem. cap. ig.

P Paufaii. lib. i, cap. 29, p. 70.
'' Cicer. Epill. ad Fam. lib. 4, epilT:. 12, t. vil. p. 139.
' Demofth. in Macart. p. 1040, et in Callicl. p. 1117.
* Thucyd. lib. 2, cap. 34.
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Athenians who did not die in arms, but whom
their country has thought deferving of the moft

diftino-uifhed honours ^

The academy is only at the diftance of fix fla-

dia*™ from the city. It is a large inclofure of

ground, formerly the property of a citizen of

Athens named Academus ". At prefent it con-

tains a gymnafium, and a garden furrounded by

walls", adorned with delightful covered walks'*,

and embellifhed by waters which flow under the

fliade of the plane and various other kinds of

trees ''. At the entrance is the altar of Love, and

tlie ftatue of that god ; and within, the altars of

ieveral other deities. Not far from hence Plato

has fixed his refidence, near a fmall temple, which

he has dedicated to the Mufes, and on a piece of

ground belonging to himfelf^ He comes every

day to the academy, where we found him in the

midfi: of his difciples, and I inftantly felt myfelf

infpired with that refpect which every one muft,

feel in his prcilnce '.

'

>

1 Paufan. lib, i, cap. 29, p- 71.
* A quarter of a league.

^ Ciccr. de Finib. li!). 5, cap. I, t. ii. p. 196.
^ HclycU. et Suid. In Ak'/.o.

" Suid. in ra l-u:':3Uf^.

i' Plut. in Cim. t. i. p. 487.
s Hchol. Aritloph. in Nub. v. looi. •

r Praiian. lib. :, cap. 30.

» Pint, de Exil. t. ii. p. 603. Lacit. In Plat. lib. 3) § 5 et 2O1,

1(1. in Spcnf. lib. 4, cap. S, § I.

' ililiau. Var, Hill. lib. 2, t;i , lo.
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Though about fixty-eight years old, he flill re-

tained a frelh and animated complexion. Nature

had bellowed on him a robuft body. His long

voyages had impaired his heahh ; but this he had

R-ftored by a ftriift attention to regimen " : and he

was no othervvile affected than by a habit of mehui-

choly •, a habit common to him with Socrates,

Empedocles, and other iUuftrious men ''.

He had regular features, a ferious air y, eyes full

of mildnefs *, an open forehead without hair % a

wide cheft, high fiioulders '', great dignity in his

demeanour, gravity in his gait, arrd modefty in the

whole of his appearance ^.

He received me with as much fimplicity as po-

litenefs, and pronounced fo handfome an eulogiuni

on the philoiopher Anacharfis, whofe defcendant

1 am, that I bhifhed at bearing the fame name.

He exprelTed himfelf flowly'', but the graces and

perfuafion leemed to flow from his lips. As I be-

came afterwards more particularly acquainted with

him, his name will often appear in my narrative,

I Ihall only here add a few particulars which I now

learnt from ApoUodorus.

" Senec. epift. ^S.
* Arill. Piobl. led. 30, t. ii. p. 815. Plut. in Lyfand. t. i.

P- 434-
y Laert. lib. 3, § 28.
^ ^lian. Var. Hill. lib. 2, cap. lo.
' Nearth. ap. Laert. li'u. 3, § 4.
*" Suid. in ruir. Senec. epift. ^S.
« iElian. lib. 3, cap. 19. Schol. ArlHoph. in Nub. v. jCl.
^ Laert. lib. 3^ § 5.
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The mother of Plato, faid he, was of the fame

family with Solon, our legiflator, and his father

derived his defcent from Codriis, the laft of our

kings % who died about feven hundred years ago.

In his youth, painting, mufic, and the various exer-

cifes of the gymnafium, employed the whole of

his time ^ As he was born with a vigorous and

brilliant imagination, he compofed dithyrambics,

tried his powers in epic poetry, compared his

verfes to thofe of Homer, and burnt them * ^.

Imagining that the theatre might indemnify him

for this facriiice, he wrote fome tragedies ; but,

whilft the aftors were preparing them for repre-

fcntation, he became acquainted with Socrates,

fuppreiTed his pieces, and devoted himfelf entirely

to the ftudy of philofophy ''.

He now felt an ardent defire to make himfelf

ufeful to mankind'. The Peloponnefian war had

deftroyed every principle of virtue, and corrupted

the public manners. The glory of reftoring them

excited his ambition. Agitated night and day by

« Laert. lib. 3, § i. Suid. in TlXar.

' Lacrt, ibid. ^ 4 et 5.

* While throwing them into the fire, he parodied this verfe of

Homer

—

*' Fulcarty draw near^ 'tis Thetis a/hs your aid :^*

Varying it tlius

—

* Vulcan, draw near, 'tis Plato a/is your aid.'*

Horn. Ihad. 18, v. 39:. Euftath. t. ii. p. 1 149. Laert. lib. 3, \ 4 et 5,

g iEhan. Var. Hift. hb. 2, cap. 30.
^ Laert. Hb. 3, § 5.

*Plat. epift. 7, t, iii. p. 324.

1

(
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this fublime idea, he waited with impatience for

the moment, when, invefted with the funftions of

magiflracy, he fliould have it in his power to dif-

play his zeal and talents > but the rude fliocks the

republic had met with in the latter years of the

war, thofe frequent revolutions which in fo Iliort

a time exhibited tyranny under forms daily more

terrific, the death of Socrates, his mafter and his

friend, and the refleflions that fuch a feries of

events gave rife to in his mind, foon convinced

him that all governments labour under incurable

diforders ; that the affairs of mortals, if we may
fo fpeak, are defperate •, and that they will never

knowv happinefs till philofophy fliall take them

under her guidance ''. Abandoning therefore

his project, he refolved to increafc his flock of

knowledge, and to dedicate his acquirements to

the inflruction of his country. With this view-

he travelled to Megara, into Italy, Cyrenaica, and

Egypt, and wherever the human mind had made

any progrefs in improvement ^

He was about forty years of age "" when he

undertook his voyage to Sicily, to vifit Mount

iEtna". Dionyfius, tyrant of Syracufe, was de-

firous of difcourfmg with him. The converfation

turned on happinefs, juitice, and real greatncfs.

^ Plat, epift. 7, t. iii. p. 326.
^ Id. ibid. Cicer. de Fiuib. lib. 5, cap. 29, t. ii. p. 228. Latrt.

lib. 5, § 6. Quintil. lib. i, cap. 12, p. 81.
»» Plat. ibid. p. 324.
" Plut. in Dion. t. i. p. 959. Laert. lib. 3, § i8.
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Plato having maintained that no human being

could be fo abjedt and wretched as an unjuft prince,

Dionyfius exclaimed in a rage: " You ipeak like

" a dotard."—" And you like a tyrant," anfwered

Plato. This retort had nearly cod him his life.

Dionyfius would not fuffer him to go on board a

galley returning into Greece, until he had made

the captain promife to throw him into the fea, or

fell him for a flave. He was fold, ranfomed, and

brought back to his country. Some time after,

the king of Syracufe, incapable of remorfe, but

defirous not to lofe the good opinion of the Greeks,

wrote to him, and having requefted him to fpare

him in his difcourfes, received only this contemp-

tuous anlwer :
" I have not leifure to remember

« Dionyfius ^"

On his return, Plato entered on a mode of life

from v/hich he has never deviated. He has per-

fifted in abftalning from all public affairs, becaufe,

according to him, we are no longer capable of

being conducted to good, either by perfuafion or

by force *
•, but coUefting the fcattered rays of

knowledge, which he found in the countries he has

vifited, and reconciling, as far as is pradlicable,

the opinions of preceding philofophers, he has

compofed a fyftem which he explains in his writ-

° Lacrt. lib. 3, § 19 et 21.

£ Cicer. Epiil. ad Famil, lib, I, epifl. 9, t. vii.

ing^
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ings and his conferences. His works are in the

form of dialogues. Socrates is the principal inter-

locutor ; and it is alleged that, under the laniftion

of his name, he has given the world many ideas

which he himfelf has conceived or adopted ''.

His merit has created him enemies, and he has

drawn others upon himfelf by the poignant irony

fcattered through his productions againft feveral

celebrated authors ^ He puts it, it is true, into

the mouth of Socrates ; but the addrefs with which

he handles it, and different anecdotes of him which

might be adduced, prove that, in his youth at

leall, he had no fmall propcnfity to fatire ^ IT is

enemies however do not difturb that tranquillity

which his fuccefs or his virtues maintain within

his heart. For he really polTefles virtues, fome

which he has received from nature, and others that

he has had the courage to acquire. He was born

impetuous •, at prefent he is the mildeft and moft

patient of men ^ The love of glory or celebrity

feems to me his predominant, or rather his only

paffion ; and I am apt to think, that he experiences

that jealoufy of which he is himfelf fo frequently

the objed ". Difficult and referved towards thofe

who prefs forward in the fame track, open and

s Senec. epift. 6, Laert. lib. 3, cap. 35.
• Atlien. lib. li, p. 505.
5 Id. ibid.

' Seiiec. de Ira, lib. 3, p. 114. Plut. t. ii. p. 10 et 5^1,
Athen. lib. 2, p. 59.

•' Athen. lib. II, p. 506.

Vol. II. I



114 TRAVELS Of
communicative to thofe whom he himfelf con-

duds, he has lived with the other difciples of So-

crates on terms of reftraint or enmity *
; but with

his own in the utmoft familiarity and confidence,

unremittingly attentive to their progrefs as well as

to their deficiencies, without weaknefs and without

auflerity direding their propenfities towards wor-

thy objeds >', and correfting them by his example

rather than by his precepts *. On their fide, his

difciples carry their refped: even to idolatry, and

their admiration to fanaticifm. Nay, you will fee

fome of them aff'ecl high and round fhoulders, that

they may have fome refemblance to their mailer^ :

like the courtiers in Ethiopia, who, when the fo-

vereign has fome defed in his perfon, fcruple not

to mutilate themfelves to have the honour of fimi-

litude^. Such are the leading features of his life

and charader. You will hereafter be better able to

judge of his dodrine, his eloquence, and his daring

and eccentric flights.

ApoUodorus, as he concluded, perceived that I

was looking with furprife at a tolerably handfome

woman, who had introduced herfelf among the

difciples of Plato. Her name is Lafthenia,

faid he: fhe is a courtezan of Mantinea in Ar-

^ Laeit. lib. 3, cap. 34, &c.
y Plut.dcSani^. Tuend. t. ii.p. 135.
z plut. de Adulat. t. il. p. 71.

= Id. de Aud. Poet. t. ii. p. 26, et de Adulat. p. 53,.

^ Diod. Sic. lib. 3, p. 146.
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Cadla'= : tfcre love of philofophy firfb brought her to

this place •, but flie is fufpecfted of being retained

here by a pafTion for Speufippus, Plato's nephew,

who is fitting by her*^. He made me r: the

fame time remark a young Arcadian girl, named

Axiothea, who, after reading one of the dialogues

of Plato, had quitted every thing, even to her fe-

male drefs, to com.e and attend the leftures of this

philofopher^ He named other women to me,

who had done the fame by means of a fimilar

difguifc ^

And who is that meagre, lank young man,

faid I, near Plato ; who lifps, and whofe little

eyes are full of fire s ? That, replied he, is Arif-

totle of Stagira, the fon of Nicomachus the phy-

fician, and the friend of Amyntas king of Mace-

don'^. Nicomachus left a confiderable fortune to

his fon', who came to fettle among us about five

years ago, being then about feventeen or eighteen *.

I know no perfon with fo powerful an underftand-

ing, or more aOiduous in his application. Plato

diftinguillies him from his other difciples, and

•^ Laert. in Plat. lib. 3, § 46 ; in Speunpp. lib. 4, ^ 2,
** Athen.lib. 7, p. 279. lib. 12, p. 546.
' Laert. in Plat. lib. 3, cap. 46. Thcniill. orat. 23, p. 295.
^ Menag. inLaevt. p. 15^.
8 Lacrt.in Arilhlib. 5, § i. Pint, de And. Poet. t. ii. p. 26.
'' Suid. in Nixs',,!.

' iElian. Var. Hift. lib. j, cap. 9.
^ Apoll. ap. Laert. lib. 5, cap. 9. Dionyf. Kalic. Epift. ad

Anim. t. vi. p. 728.
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finds nothing to cenfure in him but too much atten-

tion to drefs '.

He whom you fee near Ariftotle, continued Apol-

lodorus, is Xenocrates of Chalcedon, a heavy ge-

nius, and deftitute of every thing pleafing in his

manner. Plato frequently exhorts him to facrifice

to the Graces. Of him and Ariftotle he fays, that

the one has aced of the rein, and the other of the

fpur™. Plato was one day informed that Xeno-

crates had fpoken ill of him. I do not believe it,

faid he. The perfon infifted on the truth of what

he had affirmed, but he would not be convinced ^

proofs were offered :
" No," replied he, " it is im»

poffible that I fhould not be beloved by one whom

I love fo affe6tionately°.'*

What is the name, faid T, of that other young

man, who appears to be of fo delicate a conllitu-

tion, and who now and then flirugs up his fhoul-

ders ° .'' That is Demofthenes, faid Apollodorus.

He is of a good family ; his father, whom he loft

when feven years old, employed a confiderable num-

ber of ftaves in the manufa<5luring of fwords and

furniture of different kinds ''. He has juft gained

a law-fuit againft his guardians, who attempted

to defraud him of part of his property, and pleaded

> Laert.Iib. 5, cap. i. ^lian. lib. 3, cap. 19.

• Lacrt. in Xenocr. lib. 4, § 6.

n Val.Max, lib. 4, in extern, cap, i.

• Plut. X. Orat. Vit. t. ii. p. 844.

P Demoflh. ia Aphob. i, p. 896.
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his own caiife, though he is fcarcely feventeen '.

His companions, jealous, no doubt, of his fuc-

cefs, give him the nickname of ferpenf, and lavifh

other difgraceful epithets on him, which he feems

to draw upon himfelf by the harfhnefs that he

manifefts towards others '. He intends to devote

himfelf to the bar, and with this view frequents

the fchool of If^eus, rather than that of Ifocrates,

the eloquence of the former appearing to him

more nervous than that of the latter. Nature has

given him a feeble voice, a difficult refpiration,

and a difagreeable mode of utterance ^
•, but fhe

has endowed him with one of thofe determined

minds which are only ftimulated by obftacles.

His objed in frequenting this place is at once to

acquire the principles of philofophy, and to im-

prove himfelf in eloquence ".

The three pupils you fee near Demofthenes, are

attracted by the fame motive. The one is named

i^fchines •, that young man who appears fo florid

and healthy *. Born in an obfcure condition, he

cxercifed, in his childhood, not very honourable

1 Demofth. in Aphob. l, p. 89^ ; et In Onetor. p. 921.
> Suid. in Ar,fji.. ^Efchin. in Tim. p. 280, et dc Falf. Leg.

p. 410.
' Pint. X. Orat. Vit. t. ii. p. 847.
« Id. ibid. p. 844,
" Cicer. de Orat, lib. i, cap. 20, t. I. p. 149. Id. in Brut.

«ap. 3 1, t. i. p. 363. Id. Orat. cap. 4, p. 423.
* Plut. X. Orat. Vit. t. ii. p. 840.
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funiflions ^ ; and, pofTefling a fine and fonorous

voice, was next brought upon the ftage, where he

appeared however only in fubordinate charafters *.

His mind is not deftitute of graces, and he culti-

vates poetry with fome fuccefs "". The name of the

fecond is Ilyperides ^, and that of the third Lycur-

gus. The latter is of one of the moft ancient fami-

lies of the republic *.

All thofe whom ApoUodorus had named to mc

have fince dillijiguillied themfelves ; fome by their

eloquence, others by their condu6l, and almoft all

of them by a determined hatred of fervitude. I

faw many foreigners likewife, who liftened with

the deepeft attention to the maxims of Plato con-

cerning jufcice and liberty-, but who, after difplay-

ing feme virtues on their return, either attempted

to enflave, or adlually fucceeded in impofing chains

upon their country^: tyrants the more danger-

ous, as they were educated in the deteftation of

tyranny.

Sometimes Plato would read his works to his

difciples ^
i at others he propofed a quellion to

y Demofth. de Falf. Legat. p, 323, £cc. Id. de Corona
j,

p. ^15 tt5ifi.

2 Vit. JEkh'w. p. 41. Plut. ibid,

^ yEfthiii. ill Timarch. p. 281.
b Pint. ibid. p. 848.
« Id. ibid. p. 84 1.

<• Athen. lib. 1 1, cap. 15, p, joS,
« Lacit. lib. 3, § 37«
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them, allowing them time to meditate, and accuf-

tomed them to define with accuracy the ideas they

annexed to words ^ He ufually gave his leflbns

in the walks of the academy s • for he held walking

to be more conducive to health than the violent

exercifes of the gymnafium*'. His former fcho-

lars, his friends, nay even his enemies, often came to

hear him, and others were attrafted by the natural

beauties of the place.

I faw a man arrive there, of about five and

forty ', without flioes ^ or tunic, with a long

beard, a flaff' in his hand, a wallet over ^his fhoul-

ders, and a cloak \ under which he held a live

cock ftripped of its feathers. This he threw into

the middle of the aflembly, faying, " Behold

the man of Plato ""," and inftantly difappeared.

Plato fmiled". His difciples murmured. Apol-

lodorus faid to me : Plato had defined man to

be a two-footed animal without feathers, and Dio-

genes has taken this method to ridicule the defini-

tion as inaccurate. I took this flranger, faid I, for

one of thofe importunate beggars to be met with

in every opulent and polifhed nation. H,e does

f Epicr. ap. Athen. lib. 2, cap. i8,p. 59.
£ Lacit. in Plat. lib. 3, ^ 27. jElian. lib. 3, cap. 19.
'' Plat, in Phsd. t. iii. p. 227.
' Lacrt. lib. 6, § 76 et 79.
^ Dion. Chryfoft. orat. 6, p. 89,
' Laert. ibid. ^ 22 et 23.
"' Id. ibid. ^40.
P Epicr. ap. Athen. lib. 2, p. 59.
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indeed beg fometimes, anfwered my companion,

but not always from want. Obferving my fur-

prife increafe, Let us fit down, laid he, under

this plane-tree •, I will give you his hiftory in a

few words, and make you acquainted with fome

celebrated Athenians whom I fee in the adjoining

walks. We fat down facing a tower, named

after Timon the mifanthropift °, and a rifing

ground, covered with verdure and houfes, called

Colonos f*.

About the time that Plato opened his fchool

at the academy, refumed Apollodorus, Antif-

thenes, another difciple of Socrates,- eftabliihed

one likewife, on an eminence fituated on the oppo-

fite fide of the city '. This philofopher laboured,

during his youth, to make an external difplay of

the moft rigid virtue; and Socrates, penetrating his

intentions, one day faid to him : Antifthenes, I fee

vour vanity through the rents in yoiir garment \

His mafter had taught him that happinefs confifts

in virtue : and he made virtue confitl in a con-

tempt of riches and enjoyments
' ; and, to enforce

his maxims, appeared in public, with a ftaff, and,

wallet over his fhoulders, like one of thofe un-

happy mendicants v;ho expofe their wretchedrefs

'
—__————^ ——

—

' »

° Paufan. lib. I, cap. 30.

P CIcer. de Fin. lib. 5, cap. i, t. il. p. 1
9-,

^ Laert. in Antiflh. lib. 6, § 1$.
r Id. ibid. § 8.

' Id. ibid. § 3.
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to paflengers ^ The fingularity of this fight pro-

cured him difciples, who remained attached to

liim for fome time by his eloquence ", But the

auftcrit.es he prefcribed made them gradually dif-

9ppear, and, difgufted at this defertion, he (hut up

his fchool ".

Diogenes now made his appearance in this city.

He had been baniilied from Sinope, his native coun-

try, with his father, accufed of diminifhing the coin ''.

After a long refiftance '', Antifthenes imparted to

him his principles, and Diogenes prefently gave them

a greater exi^nt. Antifthenes fought to corred;

the pafTions, Diogenes to dcftroy them. The wife

man, to become happy, fhould, according to him,

render himfelf independent of fortune, of mankind,

and of himfelf : of fortune, by braving alike her

favours and caprices •, of men, by divefting him-

felf of prejudices, and dcfpifing cuftoms, and even

laws, when not conformable to his undcrftand-

ing ; of himfelf, by labouring to fortify his

body againft the rigour of the feafons, and his

mind againft the allurements of pleafure. He
fometimes fays : " I am poor, a vagabond, with-

out country, without afylum, and compelled to live

as I can from one day to another ; but I oppofe

t Lacrt. in Antifth. lib. 6, ^ 13.

« Id. ibid. ^14.
* iElian.Var. Hid. lib. 10, cap. 16.

y Lacrt. in Diog. lib. 6, ^ 20.

* Id, ibid. ^21. ^lian, ib.i4»
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courage to fortune, nature to the laws, and rea-

fon to the paffions '\" From thefe principles,

which in their refpedive confequences may lead men

to the fummit of perfedion, or plunge them into

every fpecies of diforder *, refults a contempt for

riches, honours, glor^^, the diftindlion of ranks, the

decorum of fociety, the arts and fciences, and all

the comforts and embelliflimcnts of life^. The
man, created in the imagination of Diogenes, and

v/hom he fometimes goes in fearch of with a lan-

tern "^ ; that being, foreign to every furrounding

obje6l, and inacceifible to every thing that grati-

fies the fenfes, who flyles himfelf a citizen of the

world, though he claims not that relation to his

native land ; that man would be as wretched as

unprofitable in polifned ^focieties, and never did

exift even prior to their origin. Diogenes ima-

gines he can difcover fome faint refemblance of

him among the Spartans :
" 1 have found men no

where," faid he j
" but I have feen children at La-

ced2!mon ''."

To rcprefcnt in his own perfon the man of his

idea, he has undergone the rudeft trials, and emany

cipated himfelf from every ipecies of conftraint,

> Laert. lib. 6, cap. 3S. i^llian. lib. 3, cap. 29.
* Antilthenes and JJiogencs were the fouiulers of the Cynic

fchool, and this fchoolgavc rife to that of the Stoics. Cicei-,'d§-;

Orator, hb. 3, cap. 1 7, t. i. p. 295.
^ Laert. hb. 6, § 28, 71, 72, et 73.
•^ Id. ibid. § 41.
•* Id. ibid. I z~.
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You will fee him ftruggling agalnfl hunger, ap-

peafing it with the grofiefl aliments, refufing to

gratify it at entertainments where the table is co-

vered with abundance ; ftretching out his hand for

alms topaflcngers ^; at night fhutting himfclf up

in a tub •, expofmg his body to the injuries of the

weather, under the portico of a temple ^
•, rolling

himfelf in fummer on the burning fand, and in

winter walking, with naked feet, amid the fnow s
;

fatisfying all the wants of nature in public, and in

places frequented by the dregs of the people ^
;

courageoufly braving and encouraging ridicule, in-

fults, and injuftice; adting in oppofition to eftablifh-

cd cuftoms, even in things the mod indifferent

;

and daily exhibiting fcenes which, w'lilft they ex-

cite the contempt of fenfible men, reveal but too

plainly to their eyes the fecret motives that influ-

enced his conduft, I one day faw him, during a

fevere froft, embracing, half naked, a brazen fla-

tue. A Lacedaemonian afked him if he fuffered

pain ? No, faid the philofopher. What merit is

there then in what you do ? replied the Lacedae-

monian '.

Diogenes pofTefles depth of underflanding,

firmnefs of mind, and livelincfs of charader. He

* Laert. lib. 6, § 67.
f Id. ibid. ^ 22 ct 23.

£ Id. ibid. § 23 et 34.
" Id. ibid. § 22 et 66. iElian. Var. Hill. lib. 9, cap, 19,

f Plut, in Apopht, t. ii, p> 223.
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delivers his do6lrines with fuch perfpicuity, and'

explains them with lo much energy, that ftrangers

have been (ctn to liften to him, and inftantly

abandon all to follow him ^. Believing himfelf

deftined to reform mankind, he treats them with-

out the fmallell deference. His fyftem leads him

to inveigh againft vices and abufes, and his cha-

racter unrelentingly to purfue thofe who are guilty

of them. He never ceafes to attack them with the

weapons of fatire, and an irony a thoufand times

more formidable. The freedom that reigns in his

difcourfes, renders him agreeable to the people ^

He is admitted into good company, which he

ferves to enliven by ready repartees ^, fometimes

happily hit off, and at all times frequent, for he

hefitates at nothing. Young people court his

company to make trials of pleafantry, and avenge

themfelves of his fuperiority by infults ", which he

fupports with the moft mortifying tranquillity. I

have often feen him reproach them with expreffions

and aftions that put modefty to the blufli "*, which

inclines me to believe that he has never himfelf

been guilty of thofe excefles his enemies impute

to him ^. His indecency lies rather in the man-

" Laert.lib. 6, §75.
1 Id. ibid. § 43.
•" Id. ibid. \ 74.
» Id. ibid. § 33 et 41.
• Id, ibid. § 46, 47, 6^, 66, See.

f Plut dc Stoic, p. 1044. Lacrt. ibid. § 46 et 69.

3
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ner than in any thing really offenfive to good mo-

rals '. Eminent talents, great virtues, and prodi-

gious efforts, will never make more of him than a

fingular man ; and I fliall always fubfcribe to the

judgment of Plato, who faid of him :
" He is

Socrates in a phrcniy ^"

At this moment we faw a man pafs, who was

walking flowly at a fmall diftance from us. He
appeared to be about forty, and had a rrtelancholy

End penfive air, with his hand in his mantle .

Though his external appearance was extremely

plain, Apollodorus flew to accofb him with a re-

fpe<^ mingled with admiration and fenfibility, and

returning to fit down by me : That, faid he,

is Phocion, a name that fliould for ever awaken

in your mind the idea of integrity itfelf ^ His

birth is obfcure", but his foul is truly fublime.

He early frequented the academy ", where he im-

bibed thole kiblime principles which have fince

guided his condu6l ;
principles engraven on his

heart, and as immutable as that truth and juilice

from which they are derived.

On leaving the academy he ferved under Cha-

brias, whofe impetuofity he moderated, and who

<» Bruck. Hill. Philof. t. i. p. SSi.

Julian, lib. 14, cap. 33.
« Plut. in Phoc. t. i.p. 74^.
* Ncp. in Phoc. cap. i. iElian. lib. 3, cap. 47. lib. 4, cap. iC.

Plut. do Muf. t, ii. p. 1131.
» ^lian. lib. 12, cap. 43.
* Plut. in Phoc. t. i. p. 743.
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was in a great meafure indebted to him for his vie*

tory at Naxos y. He has alfo found other oppor-

tunities to prove he poflefles great military talents.

In peace he cultivates a little farm % that would

fcarcely fupply the wants of a man the mod mo-

derate in his defires, but v/hich furnifhes Phocion

with a fiiperfiuity, with which he alleviates the

wants of others "". He lives there with a fpoufc

ViTorthy of his love, becaufe fhe merits his efteem

;

he lives there contented with his lot, neither

afhamed nor vain of his poverty, courting no pub-

lic employments'', but accepting them to difchargc

their duties.

You will never fee him either laugh or weep '^y

though he is happy and fufceptibk ; his ftrength

of mind is fuperior to joy and grief. Be not dif-

mayed at the dark cloud that feems to hang over

his eyes. Phocion is affable, humane, and indul-

gent to our foibles. He is rigid and fevere only to

thofe who corrupt the public manners by their

examples, or ruin the ftate by their evil counfels ''.

I am happy that chance has, in fo fhort an in-

terval, brought within your view Diogenes and Pho-

cion. By comparing them, you will find that the

y riiit. in Phoc, t. i. p. 744.
^ Nep. in Phoc. cap. I.

2 Suid. in <Puy..

*> Plut. ibid. 745.
<^ Id. ibid. p. 743. Id. Apopht. t. ii. p. i57.

•^ Plut. in Phoc, p. 743 et 746.

i
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former never makes a dicn^ce to philofophy with-

out pufhing it too far, and proclaiming it to the

public i whilft the latter neither ftudies to difplay

nor to conceal his virtues. I fnall go farther, and

aflert that, at the firil glance, you may decide

which of the two men is the genuine philofopher.

Phocion's cloak is as coarfe as that of Dioo-enes -

but the cloak of Diogenes is ragged, and that of

Phocion is not.

After Phocion came two Athenians, one ofv/hom

was remarkable for his majeftic flature, and a com-

manding countenance ^. That man, faid ApoU
lodorus to me, is the fon of a flioemaker^, and fon-

in-law of Cotys, king of Thrace « j his name is

Iphicrates. The other is the fon of Conon, who was

one of the greateft m.en of the age, and is named

Timotheus.

Both of them, placed at the head of our armies,

iiave, for a long feries of years, maintained the

glory of the republic ^
; both have fhev/n them-

fclves capable of uniting information with talents,

refle<Slion with experience, and ftratagem with bra-

very '. Iphicrates moreelpecially dillinguiflied hini-

felf by the flricl difcipline he iiitroduced amono-

• Ncp.in Ipliicr. cap. 3.
*" Pint. Apopht. t. ii. p. 186.

S Nep. ill Iphicr. cap. 3.
•^ Id. in TImoth. cap. 4.
' Polyxn. Stratag. 1. 3, c. 9 et 10. Xenoph. Hifl. Grsc.

p. 589.
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our troops, by the prudence that diredled his cn-

terprifjs, and a fcrupulous diffidence which has

always kept him on his guard againll the enemy''.

He was much indebted to his reputation •, and

therefore, when marching againfr the barbarians, he

faid : I am only afraid of one thing •, that they have

never heard of Iphicrates ^'*

Timotheus is more aftive'", more patient, lefs

fi<:ilful perhaps in forming projc6ls, but endowed

with more conftancy and firmnefs when they are

to be carried into execution. His enemies, to

avoid acknowledging his merit, accufed him of

being lucky, and had him reprefented fleeping

under a tent, with Fortune hovering over his head,

and colledling around him cities taken in a net.

Timotheus was Ihewn the pidlure, and pleafantly

obferved :
" What fliould I not do then were I

awake" ?"

Iphicrates has made fome ufeful changes in the

arms of the infantry °. Timotheus has often en-

riched the exhaufted treafury with fpoils taken

from the enemy. It is true that he has alfo en-

riched himfelfp. The former has rellored fove-

reigns to their thrones "^
•, the latter has compelled

^ Nep. in Iphicr. cap. I. Pint. Apopht. t. ii. p. 187.

1 Pint. ibid.

™ Nt;p. in Timoth. cap. i.

» Plut. in Syll. t. i. p. 454. Id. Apoplit. t. il. p. 187. iEIiaa.

lib. 13, cap. 43.
» Nep. in Iphicr. cap. I. Diod. Sic. lib. 15, p. 360.

P Nep. in Timoth. cap. I.

1 Id. in Iphicr. cap. 3.

the
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the Lacedccmonians to yield to iis the empire of

the Tea ^ Both are endowed with the powers of

oratory. The eloquence of Iphicrates is pompous

and oftentatious
'

; that of Timotheus, more fimple

and perfuafive ^ We have erefted flatues to them ",

and we fhall one day perhaps fend them into ba-

nifhment.

* Nep. in Timoth. cap. 2.

' Pint, dc Rep. Ger. t. ii. p. 813.
' -A'-lian. lib. 3, cap. i6.

^ Nep. in Timoth. cap. 2. Paufan. lib. i, cap. 24.

Vol. II. K
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CHAP. VIII.

The Lyceum.— Gymnafta.— Ifocrates.— Falejira,

Funerals of the Athenians.

ANOTHER day, at the inftant that Apol-

lodorus had called on me to propofe a

walk to the Lyceum, I ran to him, exclaiming

:

Do you know him ?—Who ?^—Ifocrates. I have

juft been reading one of his orations ; I am en-

chanted with it. Is he ftill alive ?—Where is he ?

What does he do 1—He is in Athens, anfwered

Apollodorus. He profcfTes eloquence. He is a

celebrated man •, I am acquainted with him.—

I

muft fee him to-day, this morning, this very inftant.

—We will call on him on our return from the

Lyceum.

We pafTed by the quarter of the marllies, and

going out of the town by the gate of y^geus, fol-

lowed a path along the IlilTus, which according to

the difference of feafons is an impetuous torrent,

or peaceful rivulet, and rullies along with violence,

or glides gently, at the foot of an eminence that

terminates Mount Hymettus. Its banks are pleaf-

ing, and its waters generally pure and limpid*.

* Plat, in Phaedr. t. iii. p. 229. Spon. Voyag. t. ii. p. 121.
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In the environs we faw an altar dedicated to the

Mufesy; the place whence Boreas is faid to have

carried off the beautiful Orithyia, daughter of

king Ercchtheus "^
•, the temple of Ceres where

tlie leffer myfleries are celebrated *
-, and that of

Diana, where a great number of goats are an-

nually facrificed in honour of the goddefs. Before

the battle of Marathon, the Athenians had vowed

to immolate as many of thefe animals as they fliould

find Perfians dead on the field. After the vi(5tory,

perceiving that the performance of lb inconfiderate

a vow would foon exhauft the fiocks of Attica,

they limited the number of victims to five hun-

dred •', with which the goddefs was pleafed to be

contented.

Whilft I was liftening; to thefe details, we dif-

covered a number of pealants running on the hill,

and ftriking on brazen velTels, to attrad; a fwarm

of bees which had juft left a hive"^.

Thefe infecSts are extremely partial to Mount

Hymettus, which they have filled with their colo-

nies, and which is covered almoft every where with

wild thyme '^ and other odoriferous plants. But it

y Paufan. lib. I, cap. 19, p. 45. Dionyf. Pcneg. v. 425.
^ Plat. ibid. Paufan. ibid.

^ Stcph. in "Aypoi.

^ Xenoph. de Exped. Cyr. lib. 3, p. 301, Plut. de Herodot,
Malign, t. ii. p. 862.

<" Plat, de Lcfr. lib. 8, t. ii. p. 843.
«* Theophr. Hift. Plant, lib. 6, cap. 7, p. 678. Plin. lib. i^f

cap. 8, t. ii. p. 181.
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is chiefly from the excellent thyme it produces ^
that they extrad thafe precious fweets with which

they compofe a honey in high eftimation through-

out Greece ^ It is of a white colour, verging

towards yellow -, it grows black when long kept,

and always retains its fluidity s. The Athenians

gather a vaft quantity every year •, and we may
judge of the value they fet upon it from the ufe

made of it by the Greeks, who employ honey in

their paftry ^>, as well as in their ragouts '. It is

faid even to prolong life, and to be particularly

falutary for aged perfons ''. Nay, I have feen

fome difciples of Pythagoras preferve their health,

though they took no other nourilhment than a little

honey ^

Repafling the liiflfus, we came into a road where

the Athenians exercife themfelves in the courfe,

and which conduced us to the Lyceum "^.

The Athenians have three gymnafia appro-

priated to the education of youth ^
-, that of the

« Antiph. apud Athen. lib. I, cap. 22, p. 28. Alex, apud
eund. lib. 14., p. 652.

f Plin. lib. II, cap. 13, t. I. p. 596. Id. lib. 2i, cap. 10, t. ii.

p. 243. Varrode Re Ruftic. lib. 3, cap. 16, p. 374. Colum.de
He Ruftic. lib. 9, cap. 4.

J? Geopon. lib. 15, cap. 7.

*> Athen. lib. 3, cap. 25, p. log. Id. lib. 14, p. 646,
• Hefych. in "Y'croTp.

^ Geopon. ibid. '^

' Athen. lib. 2, cap. 7, p. 46. lib. 10, S:c,

"' Xenoph. Hill. Grace, lib. 2, p. 476.
» Ulpian. in Timocr. p. 820.

I
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Lyceum, that of the Cynofarges ", fituated on an

eminence fo called, and that of the Academy.

All three have been built at the expence of the

government, without the walls of the city. The

fecond was formerly fet apart for illegitimate

children *.

They are fpacious edifices, furrounded by gar-

dens, and a facred grov^e. The iirft entrance is

by a fquare court, two ftadia in circumference '^y

which is cncompalled with porticos and buildings.

On three of its fides are large halls, provided with

feats, in which the philofophers, rhetoricians, and

fophifts, alTemble their difciples ''. On the fourth

are rooms for bathing, and other pradtices of the

gymnafium. The portico facing the fouth is

double, to prevent the winter rains, driven by the

wind, from penetrating into the internal part.

From this court you pafs into an inclofure, like-

wife fquare, fliaded in the middle by fome plane-

trees. A range of porticos extends round three of

the fides. That which fronts the north has a double

row of columns, to flicker thole who walk there in

fummer from the fun. The oppofite portico is

called Xyftus '. In the middle of this portico.

° Demoftli. in Lcptiii. p. 791. Liv. lib. 31, cip. 24. Laert.

lib. 6, ^13.
r DcmolUi. in Ariftocr. p. 760. I'liit. in Tlieniill. t. i. p. 112.

^ Vitniv. lib. 5, cap. 1 1.

^ Plat, Euthyp. t. i. p. 2. Ifocra. Par.ath. t. ii. p. 19 1.

Dcmct. dc Interp. ^ i II. Lucian. Dialog- Moit. t. i. p. 329^
' Xenoph. QLconom. lib. 5, p. 850.
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and through its whole length, they have con-

trived a fort of hollow way, about twelve feet

wide and nearly two deep, where, fheltered from

the weather, and feparated from the fpedlators

ranged along the fides, the young fcholars exercife

themfelves in wreftling. Beyond the Xyflus is a

ftadium for foot races \

A magiftrate, named the gymnafiarch, prefides

at the different gymnafia of Athens. His office

is annual, and conferred on him by the general af-

fembly of the flate ". It is his duty to furnifh the

oil made ufe of by the athletas to give fupplenefs

to their limbs *. He has under him, in each gym-

nafium, feveral officers, fuch as the gymnafles, the

paidotribes, and others •, fome of whom maintain

order among the youth, and others teach them

different exercifes. At the head of thefe are ten

fophronifts, nominated by the ten tribes to whom
the fuperintendance of the morals of the youth is

more efpecially committed y, and all of whom muft

be approved by the Areopagus ''.

As it is of the greateft importance that confi-

dence and fecurity fhould prevail in the gymna-

fium, as well as in all numerous affemblies, thefts

t Vitruv. lib. 5, cap. 11.

" Demollh. in Leptin. p. 544.
^ Ulpian. in Leptin. Orat. p. 575.
y Stob. Scrrn. 5, p. 77.
* Axioch. ap. Plat. t. iii. p. 367.
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committed there are puniflied with death, when

they exceed the value of ten drachmas ^.

The gymnafia being deemed the afykim of

innocence and modefty, Solon had prohibited the

people from entering them, at the time when

the fcholars, celebrating a feftival in honour of

Mercury '', were lefs under the eye of their pre-

ceptors •, but this regulation has fallen into difufe ^.

The exercifcs pra(flifed there are ordained by

the laws, fubjci5l to certain regulations, and ani-

mated by the commendations of the mafters, and

ftill more by the emulation that fubfifts among the

difciples. All Greece confiders them as the moft

eflential part of education, as they render men

aiStivc, robufl, and capable of fupporting military

labours, as well as the leifure hours of peace •*.

Confidered relatively to health, phyficians pre-

fcribe them with fuccefs^ Of their great utility

in the military art, it is impoflible to give a higher

idea, than by citing the example of the Lacedae-

monians. To thefe exercifes were they indebted

for thofe vidlories which once made them fo for-

midable to other nations ; and, in later times, in

order to conquer, it was firfh neccflary to equal

them in the gymnallic discipline ^

* Demofth. in Timocr. p. 791.
*" jEfchin. in Tim. p. 262.
« Plat, in Lyf. t. ii. p. 204, ct 206,

^ Lucian. dc Gymn. t. ii. p. 901.
• Hippocr. de Dixt. lib. 2, t. i. cap. 39, Sec. lib. ;^, cap. 25.
*" Arid, dc Rep. lib. 8, cap. 4, t. ii. p. 452. Pint. Syinpof,

lib. 2, cap. 5, t. ii. p. 639.
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But if the advantages refultingfrom thisinflitution

be eminent, its abufes are not Icfs dangerous. Me^

dicine and philofophy both concur in condemning

thefe exercifes, when they exhault the body, or

give more ferocity than courage to the minds.

The gymnafium of the Lyceum has been jTuc-

cefiively enlarged and embcllii'hed''. The walls

are enriched with paintings'. Apollo is the tute-

lary deity of the place. His ftatue is at the en-

trance •"
; and the gardens, ornamented with beau-

tiful alleys, were reftored in the laft years of my
refidence in Greece'. Thofe who walk there are

invited to refc themfelves, by feats placed under

the trees '". '

After having been prefent at the exercifes of the

young men, and pafling a few minutes in the

public halls, where important and frivolous quef-

tions were alternately difcuffed, we took the road

leading from the Lyceum to the Academy, along the

walls of the city". We had proceeded but a little

way before we met with a venerable old man,

whom ApoUodorus feemed particularly glad to

fee. After the firft compliments, he enquired

z Hippocr. ibid. lib. 3, t. i. cap. 28. Plat, de Rep. lib. 3,

t. if. p. 410. Arid, de Rep. ib. Id. Magn. JMoral. lib. i,

cap. 5, t. ii. p. 15 I.

^ Theopomp. et Philoch. ap. Suid. in Avk» Harpocr. in AtV.,

Paufan. lib. I, cap. 29, p. 75.
» Xcnoph. Exped. Cyr. lib. 7, p. 425. ,

J' Lucian. de Gymn. t. ii. p. 887. Paufan. lib. i, cap. l^,]

» Plut. X. Orat. Vit. t. ri. p. 841.
"> Liician. ibid. p. S95.

" Plat, in Lyf. t, ii. p 203,



A N A C H A R S I S. 137

whither he was going. The old man anfwered, in

a fhrill tone of voice : I am going to dine at

Plato's, with Ephorus and Theopompus, who are

waiting for me at the gate of Dipylon.—That

is exaflly in our road, replied Apollodorus,

we fhall have the pleafure of your company.

But, tell me, do you ftill continue then to love

Plato ° ? — As much as I flatter myfelf I am

beloved by him. Our intimacy, which origi-

nated in our childhood, has never fuffcred the

fmallefl diminution. He has not forgotten it in

one of his dialogues, in which he introduces

Socrates fpeaking of me in moft honourable

terms p. — That praife was due to you. —
Every one remembers, that at the death of So-

crates, whilft his difciples took to flight in con-

fternation, you ventured to appear in mourn-

ing in the fl:reets of Athens ••. And but a few

years before you had given another example of

firmnefs. When Thcramenes, profcribed by the

thirty tyrants, in full fenate, took refuge by the

altar, you rofe up in his defence ; and was not

he himfelf obliged to entreat you to fpare him

the afflidion of feeing you perifli with him ^ ?

The old man feemcd delighted with this eulo-

gium. I was impatient to learn his name, but

° Laert. in Plat. lib. 3, § 8.

P Plat, ia Ph;cdr. t. iii. p. 278.
^ Plut. X. Oiat. Vit. t, i). p. 838,
•• Id. ibid. p. 836.
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Apollodorus took a pleafure in concealing it from

me.

Son of Theodorus, faid he to him, are not

you of the fame age with Plato?— I am fix

or feven years older
' ; he muft only be in his

fixty-eighth year. —You appear to be in good

health. — Excellent -, I am as well in body

and mind as it is poffible to be^—They fay

you are very rich " ? — I have acquired by

my application enough to fatisfy the defires of

a wife man *. My father had a manufactory of

mufical inftruments y. He was ruined in the

Peloponnefian war, and leaving me no inheritance

but an excellent education, I was under the necefhty

of living by my literary acquirements, and by turn-

ing to account the leflbns I had received from

Gorgias, Prodicus, and the ablefl: orators of Greece.

I drew up pleadings for fuch as were not able to

defend their own caufes "". A difcourfe which I

addreffed to Nicocles, king of Cyprus, procured me
a prefent from him of twenty talents * •*. I opened

a courfe of public ledures on oratory, and the

5 Laert. in Plat. lib. 3, cap. 4. Plut. X. Orat. Vit. t. ii.

836.
* Ifocr. Panath. t. ii. p. 184.
" Dionyf. Halic. de Ifocr. t. v. p. 537.
^ Ifocr. ibid.

y Pluc. ibid. Dionyf. Halic. ibid. p. 534.
2 Ciccr. in Brut. t. i. p. 346.
* icSjOOO livres (4,5001.).
^ Plut. ibid. p. 858.
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number of my difciples daily increafing, I have

reaped the fruit of labours which have employed

every moment of r]iy life.—Admit, however, that

notwithftanding the feverity of your manners, you

have found time to dedicate fome of thefe mo-

ments to pleafure. You formerly kept the hand-

fome Metanira, and in a more advanced age took

to your houfe a no lefs amiable courtezan". The

world then faid of you that you knew how to

reconcile the maxims of philofophy with the

refinements of voluptuoufnefs, and talked of that

fumptuous bed you procured to be made, and of

thofe pillows which exhaled fo delicious an odour '^.

The old man, fmiling, did not deny thefe fafls.

Apollodorus continued : You have an amiable

family, good health, an eafy fortune, and number-

lefs difciples
; your name you have rendered illuf-

trious, and your virtues rank you aniong our moil

refpedlable citizens'" •, with fo many advantages

you muil be the happieil man in Athens.—-Alas

!

anfwered the old man, I am perhaps the mod
wretched of mortals. All my plan of happinefs

confiiled in obtaining authority and influence in

the flate ; but as, on the one hand, it is impoflible

to acquire weight in a democracy without taking

part in public affairs, and Nature, op. the otiier,

•» Lyf. Hermip. et Strat. ap. Athen. lib. 13, p. 592.
'' Plut. X. Orat. VJt. t. ii. p. 839.
^ Ifucr. Panath. t. ii. p. 184.
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has given me but a feeble voice, and cxccU

five timidity*, it has fo happened that with a

capacity every way equal to the difcernment of

the true interefls of the ftate, but incapable of

defending them in the general affembly, I have

been always violently tormented with the ambition

and impolTibility of being ufeful, or, if you will,

of obtaining influence f. The Athenians receive

lefTons of eloquence from me gratuitoufly •, foreigners

for one thoufand drachmas. I would give a million

to the man who could procure me a proper portion

of courage with a fonorous voice.—But you have

repaired the injuries of Nature : by your writings

you inftrud that public you cannot reach with

your oratory, and v/ho are unable to refufe you

their efteem.— And what fignifies to me the

efteem of others, if I cannot obtain my own ^ I

fometimes carry the mean idea I entertain of my
own abilities even to contempt'^. What advantage

have I derived from them ? Have I ever bsen able

to obtain public employments, the offices of ma-

giftracy, or the applaufe and honours which I daily

fee bellowed on thofe bafe orators who betray the

llate ' ^ Though my panegyric on Athens made

« Ifocr. Epia.- ad Vlrl t. ;. p. 270. Id. Epift. ad Milyl. 1. 1,

p. 487. Cicer. de Orat. lib. 3, cap. 3, t. i. p. 19.}.
f Ifocr. Par.ath. t. 2. p. 185.

S Pint. X. Orat. Vit. t. i'". p. 838.
'• Ifocr, Panath. t. ii. p. 184.
' Id. iuld. p. lo'j.

11
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thofe rhetoricians bliifh who had before treated the

fame fubjeft, and difcouraged others from again

attempting it"", I have always fpoken of my fuc-

cefies with modcfty, or rather with humility ^ My
intentions are pure •, I have never, either by writ-

ings or acciilations, done injury to any man •, yet

I have enemies'".—What then! muft not you cx-

peft to pay the tribute of your merit by fome dif-

quietudes ? Your enemies are more to be pitied

than yourfclf. An unwelcome voice perpetually

reminds them that kings, generals, flatefmen, hil-

torians, and authors in every branch of literature,

arc numbered among your difciplcs °
•, that whole

colonies of learned and ingenious men from time

to time ilTue from your fchool, who fpread your

doctrines far and wide ; that you govern Greece by

you pupils °
•, and, to make ufe of your own cx-

prefTion, that you are the flone that whets the in-

ilrument.— True-, but it is not the {lone that cuts p.

But envy, added Apollodorus, cannot at leaft

deny that you have promoted and improved the

art of oratory ^—Yet this is the merit of v/hich

^ Ifocr. de Antid. t. ii. p. 404.
' Id. Panath. t. ii. p. 192.
*" Id. de Antid. p. 3^6, 39c, &c.
« Id. ibid. p. 388.
• Cicer. Orat. cap. 13, t. i. p. 429. Dionyf. Halicar. dc

Ifocr. t. V. p. 536.
P Pint. X. Or?,t. Vlt. t. ii. p. 838.
1 Cicer. de Orat. lib. 2, cap. 22, p. 214. Id. Orat. cap. 13,

p. 429, cap. 52, p. 4614. Naucrat. ap. Cicer.de Orat. Lb. j,

cap. 44, p. 321.
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they likewife wifh to rob me. Every day a fet of

audacious Ibphifls, and ungrateful teachers, after

inculcating on their fcholars precepts and ex-

amples borrowed from my writings, renew their

attacks on my reputation with redoubled ardour.

They employ themfelves on fubjefts that I have

handled, and affembling around them their parti-

fans, compare their difcourfes with mine, which

they have taken the precaution to metamorphofe,

and are mean enough to disfigure in the recital.

Such cruel ingratitude wounds me to the quick .

But I perceive Ephorus and Theopompus. I am

going to accompany them to Plato's, and muft

take my leave of you.

The inllant he was gone, turning haflily round

to Apollcdorus, I afl<:ed him, Who then is this

old man, at once fo modeft and fo vain ; fo

wretched, though pofieffing fo many of the

eifentials of happinefs ? This is Ifocrates, faid he,

whom we were to vifit on our return. By my
queftions I led him on to trace out to you the

leading features of his life and charafter. You
have feen that he twice gave proofs of courage in

his youth. This effort, apparently, exhaufled the

vigour of his mind ; for he has pafled the remain-

der of his days in apprehenfion and chagrin. The
very fight of the roftrum, which he has prudently

t Ifocr. Panath. t. ii. p. 190. Id. Epift. ad Philip, t. i.

p. 277.
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renounced, gives him fuch uneafinefs, that he no

lono;er attends at the general afiemblies'. He
imagines himfclf furrounded by enemies and en-

vious perfons, bccaufe a cabal of authors whom he

defpifes judge lei's favourably of his writings than

himfelf. It is his fate to be perpetually in the

purfuit of fame, and never to know repofe^

Unfortunately for him, liis works, abounding

in other rerpe6ls with great beauties, furnifh pow-

erful weapons for criticifm ; his ftyle is pure and

fluent, full of foftnefs and harmony, fometime!

pompous and magnificent, but occafionally lan-

guid, difFufe, and overcharged v/ith ornaments, by

which it is disfigured '.

His eloquence is not calculated for the difcuK

fions of popular afiemblies, nor for the bar''-, its

objcdt is to footh the ear, rather than to afi'edt the

heart. It is painful to fee fo eftimable an author

often fink into the mere fonorous writer, reducing

his art to the fingle merit of eloquence >' ; labori<

ouQy fubjefting his thoughts to words'*; avoiding

the concourfc of vowels with a puerile affe6lation * -,

»PIat. X. Orat. Vit. t. ii. p. 838.
' Ifocr. Panath. t. i. p. 18^, ct 187.
" Cicer. de Orat. lib, 3, cap. 7, t. i. p. 286. Dionyf. Halic.

de Ifocr. t. v. p. 537.
'Dionyf. Halic. ibid. t. v. p. 539- Cicer. Orat. cap. 12.

t. i. p. 429.
y Ariil. ap. Cicer. dc Orat. lib. 3, cap. 35, t. i. p. 313.
^ Dionyf. Halic, ibid. p. ^)i'>.

^ Q^uintil. lib. 9, cap. 4, p. 593. Dionyf. Halic, ibid. p. §^S.

Demctr. Phalcr. dc Elocul. § 68.

7
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attentive only to the rounding of his periods, anoj

as his only refource to produce fymmetry in theif

component members, driven to fill them up with

redundant words and mifplaced figures ^. As he

does not fufficiently diverfify his ftyle, his reader

at lad becomes cold and difgufled. He is 3

painter who gives the fame drapery and the fame

attitudes to all his figures^.

His difcourfes generally turn on the moft im-

portant topics of morals and politics ^. He nei-

ther perfuades nor carries his reader along with

him, for he does not write with warmth, and feems

more attentive to his art than the truths he is an-

nouncing ^. Hence poflibly it happens that fove-

reigns, of whom he has in fome fort made himfelf

the legiflator *", have replied to his counfels by re-

wards. He has compofed, on the duty of kings,.

a little work, which he has procured to be circu-

lated through every court. It was fent to Diony-

fius, tyrant of Syracufe s, who admired the author,

and eafily pardoned him lelTons from which he felt

no remorfe.

Ifocrates has grown old in compofmg, polKhlng^

*> Cic. Orat. cap. 12, t. i.p. 429. Pint, de Glor. Atlicn.

t. ii. p. 350. Dionyf. Halic. ibid. p. 540. Hermog. de Form,
lib. 2,p. 3S8.

c Philon. ap. Dionyf. Halic. de Ifocr. t. v. p, 559.
^ Dionyf. Halic. ibid. p. 535.
« Hern:iGg. de Foimis, lib. i, p. 294, et lib. 2, p, 388.
f Ifocr. ad Nicccl. t. i. p. 55. Aphton. Progymn. p. 4.
i Ifocr. Orat. ad Phil. t. i. p. 269. Socratic. Epilt. p. 66.

repolifliing.

J
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repolifhino;, nnd rccomporing a very Inconfiderable

number of works. His panegyric of Athens is faid

to have cod him ten years application''. Whilft

employed in this laborious ftrudure, he did not per-

ceive that he was ere6ling it on foundations which

muft inevitably occafion its ruin. He lays it down

as a principle, that it is the nature of eloquence to

magnify little things, and to diminilli great ones j

and afterwards endeavours to prove, that the Athe-

nians have rendered more fervice to Greece than

the Lacedemonians'.

Notwithftanding thefe faults, to which his ene-

mies add many others, his writings prefent us with

fo many happy turns, and falutary maxims, that

they will always ferve as models for thofe who are

qualified to ftudy them. He is an able rhetori-^

cian, deftined to form excellent writers ; and an

enlightened teacher, attentive to the improvement

of his difciples, and to the character of their genius.

Ephorus of Cumar, and Theopompus of Chios,

who have juft taken him from us, have had a

happy experience of this. After infpiring the

firft with energy, and reprefllng the impetuofity of

the latter ^, he has recommended to them both to

*• Plut. dc Glor. Athen. t. ii. p. 35c. Quintil. lib. ic, cap, 4.
Pilot. Biblioth.p. I455.

• Longln. de .Siibl. § 38.
>* Ciccr. de Oiat. lib. 3, cap.g, t. i. p. 288. Idem de Clar.

Orat. cap. 56, p. 383. (^Imil. lib. 2, cap. 8, p. 105. Suid.

Vol. II, L
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^vrIte hiftory' •, and their firft efiays do honour to

the lagacity of the mafter, and the abilities of the

pupils.

Whilft Apollodorus was informing me of thefe

particulars, we crofled the forum. He then con-

dufled me by the llreet of the Hermse, and brought

me into the palsftra of Taureas, facing the royal

portico " *.

As Athens poflefTes different gymnafia, it con-

tains likewife feveral pal^flrse. In the former of

thefe fchools, youth purfue their exercifes -, the lat-

ter are fet apart for athlete by profeflion. We faw

a number of thofe who had carried off the prizes in

the games inflituted in the different cities of Greece,

and others who were afpiring to the fame honours.

Many Athenians, and even old men ", affiduoufly

refort thither, to continue their exercifes, or be fpec-

tators of the combats.

The paiasftras are nearly of the fame form with

the gymnafia. We vifited the apartments appro-

priated to all the fpecies of baths ; thofe where the

wreftlers leave their clothes, where they rub their

bodies with oil to render their limbs fupple, and

where they roll themfelves in the fand in order to

give their antagonills a hold °.

1 Cicer. de Orat. lib. 2, cap. 1 3, t. i. p. 205.
" Plat, in Chi:rmid. t. ii. p. 153.
* See plan of the palasftra.

" Id. de Rep. lib. 5, t. ii, p. 452.

^ " Mem. de I'Acad. des Bell. Lettr. 1. 1. Hift. p. 99,

I
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Wreftling, leaping, tennis, and all the exerciles

of the Lyceum, were here repeated before us with

greater varieties, and with more ftrength and fl^ill

on the part of the performers.

Among the different groups before us, wediftin-

guifhed men of the mod perfed: beauty, and worthy

of ferving as models for artifts ; fome with vigorous

and boldly marked outlines, as Hercules is rcpre-

fented ; and others of a more Aim and elegant fhape,

as Achilles is defcribcd. The former, devoting

themfelves to wreftling and boxing, had no objedt

' but to increale their bodily flrcngth •*

j the latter,

educated to lefs violent exercifcs, fuch as running,

leaping, &c. confined themfelves to acquirements of

agility.

Their regimen is fuited to the different exercifes

for which they are defigned. Some of them ab-

(lain from women ** and v/ine j others lead a very

abflemious life : but thofe who make laborious ex-

ertions (land in need of a great quantity of fubflan-

tial food, fuch as roafled beef and pork, to reflore

their ftrength'. If they require only two mince

a day, with bread in proportion, they give a very

favourable idea of their temperance \ But feveral

P Plat, de Rep. lib. 3, t. li. p. 410.

1 Id. de Leg. lib. 8, t. ii. p. 840.
f Hipp. Epid. lib. 5, t. I. p. 788. Plat, de Rep. lib. 3,

p. 411. Pint, in Arat. t. i. p. 1028. Mem. de I'Acad. des

Bell. Lettr. p. 221.
- Galen, de Dignot. Pulf. lib, 2, cap. 2. Mem. de I'Acad. des

Bell Lettr. t. i. p. 221, &;c.

L 2
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are mentioned v/ho have maeie a terrible confumption

of provifions. Theagenes of Thafos, for inftancc,

is faid to have eaten a wh.olc ox in a day ^ The fame

exploit is attributed to Milo of Crotona, whofe ufual

quantity of food for a day was twenty minae of meat,

as many of bread *, and three congii of wine
-f ". It

is faid likewife, that Aflydamas of Miletus, when at

the table of Ariobarzanes the Perfian fatrap, de-

voured alone the fupper prepared for nine guefts ^.

Thcfe ftories, though they no doubt exaggerate the

fads, prove at lead the idea generally entertained of

the voracity of this clafs of wreftlers. When they are

able to gratify it without danger, they acquire ex-

traordinary ftrength : their ilature becomes fome-

times gigantic -, and their adverfaries, ftruck with

terror, either decline entering the lifts, orfmk under

the weight of their enormous bodies.

They are fo opprefied by excefs of nutriment,

as to be obliged to pafs part of their lives in a

profound fleepy, and foon become fo extremely

corpulent as to be no longer known to be the

fame perfons *
: this is fucceeded by diforders

which render them as wretched, as they have al-

ways been unferviceable to their country ^ ; for it

' Purci'dip. ap. Athen. lib. lo, cap. 2, p. 412.
* About 18 pounds.

•^ About 15 French pints (or Englifh quarts nearly).

" Theodor, ap. Athen. ibid.

>^ Athen. ibid. p. 413.

/ Plat, de Rep. lib. 3, p. 404.
'- Ariftot. de Crcner. lib. 4, cap. 3, p. i I2I.

> Euripid. ap. Athen, hb. iq, cap. 2, p. 413. \
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cannot be denied, that wreftling, boxing, and all

thofe combats difputed with fo much fury and ob-

llinacy in the public Iblcmnities, are no longer any

thing but oftentatious exhibitions, fmce taftics have

been brought to perfcvflion. Egypt at no time

adopted them, as they gfve only a temporary

ftrength ''. Lacedasmon has correfted their incon-

veniences by tlie wifdom of her inftitutions. In the

other flatcs of Greece, men have difcovcred, that, by

fubjefting their children to them, they incur the rifk.

of injuring their fliapc, and preventing their growth*^;

and that, in a more advanced age, profefled wrefllers

never make good foldiers, becaufe they are unable

to fupport hunger, thirll, watching, the fmallefl

wants, or the moil trifling deviation from their ufual

habits \

On coming out of the pala^ftra, we learnt that

Telaira, the wife of Pyrrhus, a relation and friend

of Apollodorus, had been fuddenly taken ill, and

that her life was in imminent danger •, th^: branches

of laurel and acanthus, which it is cuftomary to fuf-

pcnd at the houfe of a fick perfon, had been feen at

her door ". We immediately haftened thither, and

found the relations of the family crowding around

her bed, and addrefiing prayers to Mercury, the

** DiofU Sic. lib. I, p. 73.
' Ariftot. li'n. 8, cnp. j, t. ii. p. 452.
•' Plut. in Philop. t. i. p. 357.
' Ltiert. in Bion. lib. 4, ^ 57. Etymolog. Mign. in Avtjjv. Bod.

in Theoplir. Hill, riunt. lib. ^j cap. 17, p. 258

L3
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condudor of departed fpirits ^, while the unhappy

Pyrrhus was taking his laft farewell of his affec-

tionate wife ^ With difficulty he was forced away

from this fcene. We ftrove to remind him of the

lefibns which he had received at the academy, thofe

leflbns fo fpecioiis in profperity, but fo impertinent

in affliftion. " O philofophy !" exclaimed he ;

*' yefterday thou commandedft me to love my wife,

to-day thou forbiddeft me to lament her^." Yet,

after all, faid we to him, your tears cannot reftore

her to life. " Alas !" replied he, <' that rtfledlion

only makes them flow fafter'."

As foon as Ihe expired, the whole houfe refound-

ed v/ith cries and lamentations. The body was

wafhed, perfumed with odoriferous eflences, and

clothed in a coilly garment^. On her head,

which was covered with a veil, was placed a chap-

Jet of flowers ^
; in her hands a cake of flour and

honey, to appeafe Cerberus ^
,j and in her mouth

a piece of money, of the value of one or two oboli,

to pay Charon "
; and in this Hate ilie lay expofed

f Horner. OdviT lib. 24, v. g. Etymolog. Magn. in 'eI*!.

z Eurip, in Alceft. v. 391.
^ 8tob, Serm. 97, p. 539.
» Id. Serm. 122, p. 613.
^ Homer. Iliad, lib. 24, v. 587. Id. in OdyfT. lib. 24, verf. 44.

Eurip. in PhoenifT. v. 1626 et 1329. Id, in Alceft. v. 158. So-

piiocl. in Eleftr. v. 1 145. Lucian. de Luft. t. ii. p. 926.

' Eurip. in Hippol. v, 14.58.

m Ariftoph. in Lyfift. v. 601. Schol. ib. Id. in Ecclef. v. 534.
n Ariftoph. in Ran. v, 140. SchoL ib. v. 272. Lucian. ibid,

Epigr. Lucil. in Anthol. p. 268^.
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for a whole day in the veftibnle of the houfe. At
the door ftood a vefTel of luftral water, to purify

thofe who might touch the corpfe °.

This expofure is deemed neceflary to afcertain

that the perfon is really deceafed p, and died a na-

tural death ^ It is fometimes continued even to the

third day ^

The time of the funeral was announced ; which

we were obliged to attend before fun-rife % the laws

prohibiting the choice of any other hour, that

a ceremony fo mournful may not degenerate into

a fcene of oftentation. The friends and relations

were invited \ We found women about the coffin

making loud lamentations " •, fome of whom cut off

locks of their hair, and laid them by the fide of

Telaira, as pledges of their affecStion and grief*.

The body was placed on a car, in a coffin of cyprefs

wood y. The women followed the corpfe ; the men

walked before it % fome with their heads fliaved,

° Eurip. in Alceft. v. loc. Ariftopli. in Ecclcf. v. IC25.

Poll. lib. 8, cap. 7, ^ 65. Hefycli. in 'a^^. Cafaub. in Thto-

phrall. cap. 16.

P Plat, de Lesr. lib. 12, p. 959.
«i Poll. lib. S,'cap. 7, § 65.
* Jiingerm. in Poll. lib. 8, cap. 14., § 146.
' Dtmollh. in Macart. Callim. Epigr. in Anthol. lib. 3, p. 377.
« Ariftot. de Morib. lib. 9, c:ip. 2, t. ii. p. l 18.

" Eurip. in Alcell. v. 103.
* Id. V. 102. Sophocl. in Ajac. v. 1192. Kirchm. de Fu-

nerib. lib. 2, cap. 13 ct 15.

y Thucyd. lib. 2, cap. 34.
^ DeiTK;!!'). in ^Taca^t. p. lO"!?. Lyf. dc Casde Eratoft.p.J.

Tcrtnt. iii Aiiuj. i-Ct. 1, icen. i, v. 90.

L 4
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but all with downcaft eyes, and clothed in black *.

They v/erc preceded by a band of muficians, who

played and lung melancholy airs ''. We after-

ward repaired to a houft belonging to Pyrrhus, near

Phalerum, where the alhes of his anceftors were de-

pofited*^.

The practice of interring dead bodies was an-

ciently common to moft nations^, that of burning

them has in later times prevailed among the

Greeks ^
j at prefent it feems to be confidered as

a matter of indifference whether we reftore our re-

mains to the earth, or commit them to the flames ^

The body of Telaira was laid on a pile, and when

confumed, the neareft relations colle6led the afhes^,

and buried the urn which contained them in the

ground.

During the ceremony libations of wine were

made. Some of the garments of Telaira were

tjirov/n into the fire, v/hile her name was invoked

aloud ^
; and this eternal valedi6l;on redoubled

^ Xenoph. HiR. Gra;c. lib. i, p. 449. Eiirip. Iphig. in Aul.
V. 143P ct 1449.

*> bloincr. Iliad, lib. 24, V. 72 J. EuRath. p. 1372. Pkt.de
Lejr- lib. 7, t. ii. p. 800. Athen. lib. 14, cap. 3, p. 619.

^ DtmoHh. in Macart. p. IC40. Id. in Callicl. p. 11 17.
^ Cictr. de Leg. lib. 2,c. 22, t. iii. p. 155. Kirchm. de Funer.

lib. T. cap. 2.

« II -mer pafflm. Thuoyd. lib. 2, cnp. 52. Terent. in Andr.
act. I. Ictn. I. Lucian. de Lu6^. c. 21, t. ii, p. 932.

f Plat, in Phaedon. t. i. p. 115.

t, Plomcr. Iliad, lib. 23, v. 352. Id. lib, 24, v. 793.
>' Id. lib. 23, V. 2ii,
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thofe tears which had never ceafed to flow from

every eye.

We were next fummoned to the funeral repafl:,

where the converfation turned on the virtues of

Telaira '. On the ninth and thirtieth days her

relations, habited in white and crowned with

flowers, again aflembled to pay new honours to

her manes •"'

',
and it was refolved that they fliould

meet annually, on her birth-day, to lament her lofs,

as if it were ftill recent. This affe6bionate anni-

verfary is frequently perpetuated in a family, in a

fociety of friends, and among the difciples of the

fame philofopher^ The regret tcflified on thefe

occafions is renewed at the general feflival of the

dead, which is celebrated in the month of Anthefte-

rion * '". I have more than once likewife fcen in-

dividuals approach a tomb, leave there a part of

their hair, and make around it libations of water,

wine, milk, and honey ".

Lefs attentive to the origin of thefe rites than to

the fentimcnt by which they are preferved, I could

not but admire the wifdomof the ancient legiflators,

who taught that fepulture and its attendant cere-

' Homer. Iliad, lib. 24, v. 802. Demollh. de Cor. p. 520.

Cicer. de Leg. lib. 2, cap. 25, t. iii. p. T58.
^ Ifaeus de Cyron. Hxred. p. yj;. Poll. lib. 3, cap. 19, § IC2.

Id. lib. I, cap. 7, ^ 66. Id. lib. 8, cap. 14, ^ 146. jungerm,
ibid.

' Meurf. Grace. Fcr. in Ta/j.

* Correfponding with our months cf Februarj* and March.
* Mcuri. Grxc. Fer. in Ntxt's.

n Pott. A'.fii-?c!, lib. 4, ca-). 5 et 8.
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monies are to be confidered as things facred. Thev
encouraged that ancient opinion, that the foul, hav-

ing left its habitation the body, is flopped on the

banks of the Styx, tormented with the defire of

reaching the place of its deftination, and that it ap-

pears in dreams to the furvivors, who fliould intereft

themfelves in its fate, until they fhall have with-

drawn its mortal relics from the eye of day, and the

injuries of the weather °.

Hence that anxiety to procure it the dellred re-

pofe ; hence the injun6lion impofed on the traveller

to cover with earth a corpfe which he may find upon

his road ^
; and hence the profound veneration in

v/hich tombs are held, and the fevere laws againfl

all who violate them.

Hence alfo the ceremonies pradlifed with refpeft

to thofe who are fwallowed up in the waves, or die

in foreign countries, when it is impoffible to recover

their bodies. Their companions, previous to their

departure, thrice invoke them with a loud voice,

and by facrifices and libations flatter themfelves

that they have brought back their manes ^, to

which they fometimes erecl cenotaphs, a kind of fu-

neral monuments held in almoft equal veneration

with tombs.

Among the citizens who enjoyed an eafy for-

" Homer. Iliad, lib. 23, v. 83, Euflath. ibid.

r> Soplioci.in Antl^. V. 262. Scliol, ibid. JElian. Var. Hift.

lib. 5, cap. 14.

•I Homer. OdyfT. lib. i, v, 64. Eulluth. ibid. p. 1614. Pmd.

Pvth. 4, V.283.' .Schol. ibid.
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tune when dive, fome, conformably with ancient

li

ufage, have only a fmall column eredled over their

afhes, with their name infcribed on it ; others, in

contempt of the laws which condemn oftentation

and all pretenfions to fidlitious forrow, perpetuate

the memory of their deceafed relations by elegant

and magnificent ftru6lures, ornamented with ftatues,

and embellillied by the arts ^ I have known a

fimple freed man expend two talents * for a monu-

ment to his wife \

Between the paths in which men ftray, either

from the excefs or the default of fentiment, the

laws have pointed out a track from which no citi-

zen is allowed to deviate. They exclude from the

firft dignities of the magiftracy, the ungrateful fon,

who, at the death of the authors of his being, has

neglecled the duties of nature and religion '. They

command all perfons attending at a funeral, to refpe6t

decency even in their exprelTions of afflidion and

defpair Let no one, fay they, infufe terror into

the minds of the fpe(5tators, by piercing fhrieks and

terrifying lamentations ; above all, let not the wo-

men tear their faces, as v/as formerly the cuftom ".

Who would imagine that it could ever be neceflary

to compel the latter to be careful of the prefervation

of their beauty ?

Paulan. lib. i, cap. i8, p. 43.
* 10,800 Hvres (450I.).
5 Demoiih. in Steph. i,p. 9S0.
» Xenoph. Memor. p. 743.
" Ciccr. de Leg. lib. 2, cap. 25, p. 158.



156 TRAVELS OF

C II A P. IX.

Jowney to Corinth.—Xenophon.—1'imoleon,

ON our arrival in Greece, we had learned that

the Eleans having taken poffefTion of a fmall

town in Peloponnefus, called Scillus, where Xeno-

phon refided, he had removed with his fens to Co-

rinth*. Timagenes was impatient to fee him. We
let out therefore, taking with us Philotas, whofe fa-

mily was on terms of hofpitality with that of Timo-

demus, one of the mofl ancient houfes of Corinth y.

We traverfed Eleufis, Megaris, and the Ifthmus, but

were too much hurried to attend to the objects we

met with on ourjourney.

Timodemus himfdf conduced us to the houfe

of Xenophon. He was from home j but we found

him in a neighbouring temple, offering a facri-

ficc. All eyes were fixed on him, but Iiis on

no perfon ; for he appeared in prefence of the gods

v.'ith the fame refpeift with which he infpired men.

I contemplated him with the liveliefl: emotion.

* Latrt. in Xenoph. lib. 2, % j'j.

y Pint. IB Timol, t. i, p. 237,
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He appeared to be about feventy or feventy-fivc,

and his countenance ftill retained veftiges of that

beauty for which he had been remarkable in his

youth ^.

The ceremony was fcarcely ended before Tima-

gcnes threw himfclf on his neck •, and, unable to

tear himfelf from him, called him, with a broken

voice, his general, his laviour, his friend. Xeno-

phon furveycd him with aftonifliment, and endea-

voured to recognize features of which he had

ibme recolledion, but which were no longer fami-

liar to him. At length he exclaimed : You are

certainly Timagenes ? Ah ! who elle could pre-

ferve fuch tender fentiments after fo long an ab-

fence ? You make me feel at this moment how

delicious it is to fee friends revive, from whom we

feemed to be feparared for ever. Tender em-

braces followed this acknowledgment ; and, during

the whole of our (lay at Corinth, mutual explana-

tions formed the topic of their frequent converfa-

tions.

Born in a town of Attica, and educated in the

fchool of Socrates, Xenophon in his early years

bore arms in the fervice of his country. He then

entered as a volunteer in the army aflembled by

the younger Cyrus to detlirone his brother Arta-

? Laert. lib. 2. § 48.
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2:erxes, king of Perfia *. After the death of Cyrus,

he was entriiiled, conjointly with four other offi-

cers, with the command of the Grecian troops'* •,

and it was then they made that beautiful retreat,

as greatly to be admired in its kind, as the rela-

tion he has given us of it is in point of compofition.

On his return, he entered into the fervice of Agefi-

laus, kingof Lacedsemon, inv/hofe glory he fhared,

and whofe friendfhip he merited •=. Some time

after, the Athenians ftntenced him to banifhment,

jealous no doubt of the preference he had given

to the Lacedsemonians''. But the latter, to com-

penfate for the harfh treatment he fuffered from

his countrymen, beflowed on him an habitation at

Scillus ^

In this happy retirement he had fpent feveral

years, and propofed returning to it as foon as the

troubles of Peloponnefus fhould be appeafcd.

During our ftay at Corinth, I contrafted an

intimacy with his two fons, Gryllus and Diodorusj

and a ftill ftrifter friendlhip with Timoleon, the

fecond fon of Timodemus, at whofe houfe we re-

fided.

Were I to flietch the portrait of Timoleon, I

fnould pafs over the undaunted courage he has dif-

^ Xenoph. Exped. Cyr. lib. 3, p. 294.
^ Id. ibid. p. 299.
'^ Laert. lib. 2, § 51. Nep. in Agefil. cap. I.

j Laert. ibid.

* Dinarch. ap. Laert. lib. 2, § 52.

4
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played in battle, for among warlike nations that is

no diftindlion until carried to excefs it ceafes to be

a virtue •, but to exhibit all the qualities of" his

mind, I fhould content myfelf with enumerating

the moil eminent : that confummate prudence,

which in him preceded maturity j his admirable

moderation when his own interefts were the fubjedt

of difcuITion, and his unlliaken Brmnels when thofe

of his country were in queftion -, his unalterable ha-

tred of the defpotifm of ambition, and the tyranny

of bad examples ^
; and I fliould render his eulo-

gium complete, by adding, that no man more refem-

bledEpaminondas, whom by afecret infcind he had

adopted for his model '.

Timoleon was happy in the public efteem and

the confoioufnefs of his own integrity, when the en-

thufiafm of his virtue alienated from him almofi:

every friend, and rendered him the mofl: mifjrable

of men. His brother, Timophanes, who polTelTed

neither his knowledge nor his re6li:udc of prin-

ciple, had collected around him a number of cor-

rupt men, who were perpetually urging him to

make himfclf mailer of the fupreme authority,

and finally wrought him into a perfuafion that his

titles were well founded. A blind and prefump-

tuous courage had procured him the confidence of

the Corinthians, whofe armies he had more than

f Pint, in Timol. t. i. p. 237. Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 459.
I Pint. ibid. p. 253,
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once commanded, and who placed him at the head

of four hundred men, maintained for the internal

fecurity of the city. Timophanes converted thefe

men into his perfonal guards
;
gained over the po-

pulace by largefles ; and, feconded by a formidable

party, afilimed the fovereignty, and dragged the ci-

tizens he fufpedled to the fcaffold'*.

Till now, Timoleon had only kept a watchful

eye over his condudl and his projefls. In hopes to

reclaim him, he endeavoured to throv/ a veil over

his faults, and co heighten the luflre of fome noble

a6tions which he had by accident performed. He
had been even feen to precipitate himfelf, in battle,

regardlefs of danger, amidft the enem^y, and fingly

to fuftain their joint attacks, to refcue a brother

whom he loved, and whofe body, covered v/ith

wounds, was on the point of falling into their

hands'.

Indignant, at length, at feeing tyranny eftablillied

in his life-time, and in the very bofom of his fa-

mily, he painted in lively colours to Timophanes

the horror he felt at the crimes he had already-

committed, and thofe which he ftill meditated

;

conjuring him immediately to abdicate an odious

power, and to make atonement to the manes of the

vi6lims facrificed to his mad ambition. Some days

after, he again repaired to ]\:s apartment, accom-

I

*» Plat, ia Timol. t. i. p. 237.
i Id. ibid.

panied
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panled by two of their friends, one of them the

brother-in-law of Timophanes ; they reiterate their

united entreaties, and conjure him by the endear-

ing ties of blood, of friendfnip, and of his country.

Timophanes at firfi: anfwcrcd them with the molt

infulting derifion, and at length broke out into

menaces and rage. It had been previoully con-

certed, that a pofitive refufal on his part fliould be

the fignal of his deftruftion. His two friends,

wearied with his refiftance, plunged a dagger in

his breaft ; whilfl Timolcon, with his head covered

with his robe, remained overwhelmed with grief,

and dilTolved in tears, in a corner of the apartment %
to which he had retired.

I cannot, without fliuddering, think of that fatal

moment when we heard thofe piercing cries, thofe

terrifying words re-echo through the houfe ; Ti-

mophanes is dead ; his brother-in-law has killed

him •, he is murdered by iiis brother. We Jiap-

pened at that inftant to be with Demarifte, his

mother j his father was from home. Calling my
eyes on this unhappy woman, I faw her hair itand

ere6t upon her head, and horror painted on her

countenance amidft the (hades of death. When
flie had recovered the ufe of her fenfcs, flie uttered,

v.'ithout fheddino; a finp-le tear, the moft horrid

nnprecations againll Timoleon, who was denied

•^ Pint, in Timol. t, i. p. 237. Ncp. in Timol. cap. i.

Vol. II. M
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even the feeble confolation of hearing them from

her mouth. Shutting herfelf up in her apartment,

Ihe vowed never more to behold the murderer of

her fon ^

Among the Corinthians, fome confidered the

aflafllnation of Timophanes as an heroic, and

others as an atrocious deed. The former thought

they could never fufficiently extol the exalted

courage which could facrifice the ties of nature

and friendfhip to the public good. The greater

part, however, though they approved of the de-

ftruclion of the tyrant "", added, that every citizen

had a right to take away his life, except his bro-

ther. This tranfadion was followed by a tumult,

which was foon appeafed, and an accufation pre-

ferred againfl Timoleon, from which he was ac-

quitted".

The judgment he pafled on himfelf was more

rigorous. No fooncr did he perceive that what he

had done was condemned by the greater number,

than he doubted of his own innocence, and refolved

to renounce life. His friends, by their entreaties and

attention, at length prevailed on him to take fome

nourifhment ; but he could not be perfuaded to

remain with them. He quitted Corinth, and

wandered for feveral years in Iblitary places, en-

' Plut. in Ti'mol. t. I. p. 238.
"» Id. ibid.

" Diod. hie. lib. 16, p. 459.
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tirely abandoned to his grief, bitterly deploring

the errors of his virtue, and fometimes the ingrati-

tude of the Corinthians *'.

We fhall one day fee him again make his ap-

pearance with more luftre, and bellow happinefs on

a great empire which owed to him its liberty.

The troubles occafioned by the murder of his

brother haftened our departure. We took leave

of Xenophon with great regret. I again met with

him, a few years after, at Scillus ; and, at a proper

time, Ihall give you an account of the converfations

I then had with him. His two fons accompanied

us, with intention to ferve in the troops the Athe-

nians were preparing to fend to the Lacedaemo-

nians.

In our road we fell in with a great numiber of

travellers, who were repairing to Athens, to be

prefent at the greater Dionyfia, one of the moft

celebrated feftivals of that citv. Bcfides the era-

tification I expelled for my curiofity in the mag-

nificence of the other fpedlacles, I was extremely

defirous to be prefent at a competition that had

long been cuftomary at this time, in which poets

vied with each other, and prefented new tragedies

and comedies. We arrived on the 5th of the

month Elaphebolion *, and the feilival was to

rommence in eight days -{-.

" Plut. in Ti'mol. t. i. p. 238. Nep. ibid, cap. i.

* The firft of April of the yenr 562 before J. C.

f See note at the end of the volume.
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CHAP. X.

Levies, Review^ and Exercife of the 'Troops.

^WO days after our arrival, we repaired to a

place where the levy of the troops intended

to be fent into Peloponnefus was to be made. They

were to form a junction with thofe of the Lacede-

monians, and fome other flates, to oppofe, con-

jointly with them, the projedls of the Thebans and

their allies p. Hegelochus % the ftrategus or gene-

ral, was feated on a raifed feat ^ Near him a

taxiarch' or general officer held the regifter, in

which were infcribed the names of the citizens

who, being of fufficient age to carry arms *, were

fummoned to attend at this tribunal. He called

over the names aloud, and noted down thofe whom

the general had chofen ".

The Athenians are bound to ferve from the age

P Xenoph. Hid. Grxc. lib. 7, p. 642. Diod. Sic. lib. 15,

'1 Diodor. Sic. p. 393.
^ Plut. in Phoc. t. i. p. 746.
^ Arilloph, in Pac. v. 1 172.
^ Id. in Equit. v. 366. Schol. ibid. Suid. et Hefych. in KaTa?^.;

Argum. Orat. DemolUi. adv. Olynip. p. 1064,
" Lyf. in Alcib. p. 275. Poll. lib. 8, cap. 9, § 1 15.
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of eighteen to that of fixty *, but citizens of an

advanced age are rarely required toferveJ'-, and

when thofe who are very young are chofcn, care

is taken to ftation them at a diftance from the pofts

moft expofed *. Sometimes the government fixes

the age of the recruits % and fometimes they are

drawn for by lot ^.

Such as farm the public im pofts, or perform in the

chorufes at the feftivals of Bacchus, are exempted

from fervice *=

; and it is only on urgent occafions

that the flaves**, the foreigners fettled in Attica,

and the pooreft of the citizens, are obliged to take

the field ". Thefe are very feldom inrolled, be-

caufe they have not taken the oath to defend the

country, or becaufe they are fuppofed to have no in-

tereft in it to defend. The law confides this impor-

tant truft only to citizens pofTefTing fome property -,

and the wealthieft ferve only as common foldiers.

Hence it happens that the lofs of a battle, by en-

feebling the higher clafies, contributes to give the

inferior ones a fuperiority, which may change the

form of government ^

" Arift. np. Suid. et Harpocr. in "Erfol. Poll. lib. 2, cap. 2,

§ 1 1. Taylor in Net. ad Lyf. p. 1 24.
y Plut. in Phoc. t. i. p. 752.
" jE'.ch. de Falf. Leg. p. 422. Suid. et Etymol. Magn. inTtfSg,
=• Demollh. Philipp. i. p. 50.
'' Lyf. pro Mantit. p. 307.
*= Sam. Pet. p. (555. Ulpian. in 3 Olynth. p. 43.
** Ariftoph. in Ran. v. 53 et 705. Schol. ibid.

' Ariilopli. ap. Harpocr. in ©v;t. iSatn. Pet. p. 546.
^ ArKlot. de Rep. lib. 5, cnp. -^j t. ii. p. 389.
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The republic had engaged to furnifh the army

of the allies with fix thoufand men, cavalry and

infantry ^. The day after their inrolment, they

tumultuoufly difperfed themfclves with their arms

about the ftreets and public places ^. Their names

were affixed to the ftatues of the ten heroes after

whom the tribes of Athens are named ', fo that

any perfon might read on each flatue the names of

the foldiers of each tribe.

A few days after there was a review of the

troops, to which 1 went, in company with Tima-

genes, Apollodorus, and Philotas. We there faw

Iphicrates, Timotheus, Phocion, Chabrias, all the

old generals, and thofe for the prefent year. The

latter had been drawn by lot, according to cuftom,

in the afiembly of the people. They were ten in

number, one chofen from each tribe ^. This brings

to my mind a remark of Philip of Macedon :
" I

envy the good fortune of the Athenians," faid he :

" they find ten men every year .able to command
their armies, whilft I could never fi.nd any one but

Parmenio to head mine^"

Formerly the command devolved alternately on

the ten ftrategi. Every day the army had a new

? Diod. Sic. Ilh, 15, p, 3Q2.
^ Avifloph. in Lyfift. v. y^6, &c.
' Id. in I'ac. V. i 183. Scliol. ibid.

^ Demofth. Philip, i. p. ^o. Ariilot. et Hyper, ap. Harpc
in T-r^icl-rf. Pint, in Cim, p. 483 ; et alii,

i Flut. Apopht. t. ii. p. 177.
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aeneral "^ ; and when the council was divided, the

polemarch, one of the chief magifl rates of the

republic, poflefled the right to decide the queftion

by his voice ". On this day the whole authority

is, generally fpeaking, in the hands of one man,

who is obliged, at his return, to give an account of

what he has done, unlefs previoufly invefted with

unlimited power °. The other generals remain at

Athens, with no other funftion than that of ap-

pearing at public ceremonies P.

The infantry ' was compofed of three orders

:

tlie oplitge, or heavy armed foldiersj the light

armed •, and the peltaft^e, whofe arms were neither

fo weighty as thole of the former, nor fo (light as

thofe of the latter r.

The defenfive armour of the oplitcX confided of

the helmet, the cuirafs, the buckler, and a fort

of bufkins that covered the fore part of the leg j

their offenfive weapons were the lance and fword \

Tiie light armed troops were to caft javelins or

darts ; and fome to throw ftones with the fling or

hand. The pekaftae carried a fpear and a fmall

(hield called the pelta.

" Herodot. lib. 6, cap. 1 10. Pint, in Arid. t. i. p. 321.
" Herodot. ibid. cap. 109.
" Pint, in Alcib. t. i. p. 200. Suid. in A-lroy.f.

P Demofth. Philipp. i.p.jT.

^ Plut. Reip. Ger. Prxcept. t. I'i. p. 810.
^ Arrian. TacSt. p. 10. iEliaii. Taft. cap. 2,

^ Suid. iu 'OttX.
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The Ihields, almoft all made of willow \ or even

of ofier, were ornamented with colours, emblems,

and infcriptions °. I faw fome on which thefe

words were written in golden letters, To good

FORTUNE *
; and others on which fome officers

had painted fymbols alluding to their charader

or tafte. As I pafled on, I overheard an old man

faying to his companions : I was in that unfortu-

nate expedition into Sicily, fifty-three years ago.

I ferved under Nicias, Alcibiades, and Lamachus.

You have heard of the riches of the firft, and of the

valour and beauty of the fecond ; the third was dif-

tinguilhed by his undaunted courage. The buck-

ler of Nicias was decorated with gold and purple y,

that of Lamachus reprefented a gorgon's head *

;

and that of Alcibiades had on it a Cupid darting

thunder^.

I was wifhing to hear the reft of this converfa-

tion, but was interrupted by the arrival of Iphi-

crates, to whom Apollodorus had been recounting

the adventures of Timagenes and myfelf. After

the firft falutations, Timagenes com.plimented him

on the changes he had introduced into the armour

of the oplitas. They were neceffary, anfwered Iphi-

* Thucyd. lib. 4, cap. 9. Poll. lib. i, cap. 10, § 133. Theophr,

Hift. Plant, lib. 5, cap. 4, p. 5 1 8.

" ^fchyl. Sept. cont. Theb. v. 393, Sec.

» Plut. in Demofth. t. i. p. 855.
y Plut. in Nic. t. i. p. 542. Poll. lib. I, cap. 10, § 134,
^ Ariftoph. Acharn. v. 573. Schol. ibid.

» Piut. in Alcib. t. i. p. 198.

4
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crates : the phalanx, oppreffed with the weight of

their arms, could fcarcely perform the neceffary

motions ; and were better fitted to rcfift, than ad;

ofFenlively againil the enemy. The metal cuirafs

is exchanged for one of canvafs, and a fmall and

light buckler is llibitituted for thofe enormous

fliiclds, which, while they protedled the body,

prevented the Ibldier from afling. The fpear is

lengthened one third •, and the fword is half as

long again as formerly. The foldier faftens and

unbinds the armour of his legs with more facility \
I was particularly defirous of rendering the oplitse

more formidable, for they are in an army what the

breaft is to the human body. As Iphicrates had

no objeftion to difplay his eloquence, he purfued

his fimile, comparing the general to the head, the

cavalry to the feet, and the light troops to the

hands '=. Timagenes alked him, why he had not

adopted the Boeotian helmet, which covers the

neck, extending even over the cuirafs '^ ? This

queftion led to many others, on the manual exer-

cife of the troops, as well as on the Greek and

Pcrfian taflics. I in the mean time interrogated

Apollodorus on many fubjeds, which will be ex-

plained by his anfwers.

Under the ten ftrategi, faid he, there are the

fame number of taxiarchs, who, like the former,

*> Qiod. Sic. lib. 15, p. 360. Nep. in Iphicr. cap. i.

' I'lut. in Pclop. t. i. p. 278.
•f Xcnoph. de Re Equeft. p. 952.
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are annually appointed by lot, and drawn from

each tribe in the general aflembly ^. It is their

duty, under the diredlion of the generals, to pro-

vide the army with neceffaries, to regulate the

order of its marches, fuperintend its encampments *",

maintain difcipline, and take care that the arms

are in good order. Occafionally they command

the right wing ^, and the general fometimes dif-

patches them to carry the news of a victory, and

give a particular account of what pafifed in the

battle''.

At this moment we faw a man clothed in a tunic •

reaching to his knees, and over which he fhould

have worn his cuirafs, which he held in his hands,

with his other arms. On his approaching the

taxiarch of his tribe, near to whom we were. Com-

rade, faid that officer to him, why do not you put

on your cuirafs ? He anfwercd, The time of my
fervice is expired ; I was ploughing my field

when you called over the names yefterday. I

was inrolled in the militia under the archonfhip

of Callias ; look at your lift of archons ^, and you

will fee that upwards of forty-two years have

« Demoflh. Philip. T, p. 50. Poll. lib. 8, cap. 9, § 54.
f Sigon. de Rep. Athcn. lib. 4, cap. 5. Pott. Archxol. Graec.

lib. 3, cap. 5.

S Ariftoph. in Av. v. 35'2.
*• iEfchin. de Falf. Leg. p. 422.
' Xenoph. Exped. lib. 5, p. 347. iElian. Var. Hift. lib. 13,

cap. 37.
^ Domoflh. ap. Harpocr. in ""Ettwiix.

5
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clapfed fince that period. Neverthelefs, if my
country flands in need of .me, I have brought my
arms. The officer having examined, found that

what he faid was true ; and, after conferring with

the general, effaced the name of this worthy citi-

zen, and lubftituted another ^

The places of the ten taxiarchs are of that kind

of public employments which men are more anxious

to poffefs, than fcrupuloufly to difcharge their

duties. Moft of them avoid following the army,

and their fundlions are divided among the chiefs

whom the general places at the head of divifions

and fubdivifions "^. They are pretty numerous.

Some have the command of 128 men, others of

256, 512, and 1024", following a proportion

unlimited in afcending, but which in defcending

ends in a term that may be confidered as the ele-

ment or bafis of the different divifions of the pha-

lanx. This element is the file, fometimes com-

pofed of eight men, but oftener of fixteen ".

Here I interrupted Apollodorus, to fhew him a

man with a crown upon his head, and a caduceus

in his hand p. I have already, faid I, feen feveral

of thefe pafs by. They are heralds, anfwered he.

Their perlbns are facred, and their funtlions im-

' Ariftoph. in Pac. v. i i8l. Lyf. pro Mil. p. i6i.

'" Polyxn. Stratag. lib. 3, cap. 9, § 10.

" Anian. Taft. p. 28. !/Elian. Taft. cap. 4.
° Xenoph. Hill. Grxc. lib. 4, p. ^J^. AnIan. Tacl. p. 18.

.^Elian. Taft. cap. 7.

f Thucyd. lib. i, cap, 53.
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portant -, they proclaim war, propofe a truce or

peace ^, publifh the orders of the general , give

out orders, afiemble the anTiy% declare the time

of departure, the place of deftination, and how

many days provifion will be neceflliry ^ If at the

moment of attack or retreat the voice of the herald

is overpowered by the tumult, fignals are hoiited "*;

if the dull prevents them from being feen, the

trumpet is founded *
j miA ail thefc methods fail-

ing, an aid de camp flies from rank to rank, to carry

the commands of the general t.

At this inftant, fome young men, pafllng with

the utmoll rapidity, had nearly thrown down fe-

veral grave perfonages v/ho were marching with

flow and folemn fleps. The firft, faid Apollo-

dorus, are mefiengers ^
; the latter, foothfayers :

tvvo kinds of men often employed in our armies j

the one, to carry tiie orders of the general to a

diftance-, the other, to examine the entrails of the

vitTtirns, and declare from them the will of the

gods ^

Thus, fiiid I, among the Greeks, the operations

of a campaign depend on the intereft and igno-

<i Xenoph. Hid:. Grajc. lib. 4, p. 533. Id. Exped. Cyr. lib. 5,

p. 366.
' Id. ibid. p. 317. Id. de Laced. R.ep. p. 686.
"^ Id. Expcd. lib. 3, p. 299.
» Id. ibid. p. 312. Schoi. Arifloph. in Av. v. 45c.
" Thucyd. ibid. cap. 63. Suid. in Tr,u.. JEVmn. Tatl. cap. 34.
* Xcnoph. ibid. lib. 4,p. 3 ig ; et alii.

y Suid. in ' Exroiytr. Guifch. T-dct. d'Arrien. t. ii. p. 169.
* Suid. in 'Hfj-ipo^f. Harpocr. in Afoyoz.

' Xciiopl). dc Ma^. Equit. p. 972. Id. Expcd. Cvr. et alii.
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nnce of thefe pretended interpreters of the com-

mands of heaven. Too often, replied he. Yet,

admitting that fuperftition has introduced thcni

among us, it is not perhaps impolitic to retain

them. Our foldiers are free men, and brave ; but

impatient, and incapable of fubmitting to the pru-

dent delays of a general, who, unable to prevail

on them to liften to reafon, has frequently no other

rcfource but to niake the gods fpeak.

As we were walking around the phalanx, I ob-

ierved that each general officer had by his fide a

fubaltern who never quitted him. He is his lliield-

bearer'', faid ApoUodorus. He is obliged to follow

him into the heat of the battle, and, on certain oc-

cafions, to take charge of his buckler '^. Every

oplites, or heavy armed loldier, has likewife an

attendant'', who, among other functions, executes

that of lhield-bearer'^4 but care is taken to fend

him back to the baggage before the engagement^.

With us, dilhonour lies in the lofs of the buckler ^,

and not of the fword or other offenfive weapons.

Why this difterence .'' faid I. To give us a

momentous lefibn, anfwered he •, to teach us to

bi^LUan. Var, Hift. lib. 11, cap. 9. Plut. Apopht. t. ii.

194.
<^ Xenoph. Esped. Cyr, lib. 4, p. 321.
«" Thucyd. lib. 3, cap. 17, p. 177.
* Polyien. Strata^, lib. 2, cap. 3, ^ 10.

^ iElian. Tad. cap. 53. Ariidn. Tiicl. p. 73.

t iEfchin. in Tim. p. 264. Lyf. in Thcomn. p. 174. Andoc.

r Myft. p. 10.



174 TRAVELS OF
think lefs of fpiliing the blood of the enemy, than

of preventing them from fhedding ours ^
; thus in-

timating, that war fhould rather be deemed a ftatc

of defence than of attack.

We next went to the Lyceum, to fee the cavalry

reviewed. The command of it belongs of right to

two generals named hipparchs, and ten particular

officers called phylarchs ; both of which are an-

nually drawn by lot in the aflembly of the people'.

Some Athenians are early inrolled in this body,

as almoll all the others are in the infantry. It con-

fiils only of twelve hundred men ^, each tribe

furnifhing one hundred and twenty, with the officer

who is to command them ^ The number actually

employed is ufually regulated by that of the heavy

armed foldiers ; and the proportion, which varies

according to circumftances, is often that of one to

ten ; that is to fay, two hundred horfe are added

to two thoufand oplitse '".

It is not above a century, faid Apollodorus,

that we have had any cavalry in our armies. It is

numerous in Theffaly, becaufe that country abounds

in pafturage. The other diftrifts of Greece are

fo dry and fterile, as to make it difficult to rear

horfes ; for which reafon none but the rich enter

•» Plut. in Ptlop, t. i, p. 27S.
^ Demollh. Philip, i, p. 50.
^ Andoc. Orat. de Pace, p. 24. Suid. in "Iotst.

' Poll. lib. 8, cap. 9, § 94. Harpocr. in <i>vX.

• Demodh. ibid. Xenoph. Hill. Grcec. lib. i, p. 440.
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into the cavalry °
•, and hence the refpefl and

honour annexed to that fervice °.

No perfon can obtain admiflion into this corps

without the previous confent of the generals, the

particular officers, and efpecially of the fenate,

who pay extraordinary attention to the mainte-

nance and fplendour of fo diftinguifhed a body of

men '. They are now attending at the infpedlion

of new levies.

The foldicrs appeared before them with a helmet,

cuirafs, buckler, fword, lance or javelin, a fmall

cloak, &c. Whilil they were proceeding to the exa-

mination of the arms, Timagenes, who had made

every thing relative to the military art his particu-

lar ftudy, faid to us : A cuirafs too wide, or too

(trait, becomes either an infupportable weight, or

binds and confines the body ^. The helmet fhould

be fo contrived as to fuffer the horfeman occafion-

ally to draw it down over the middle of his face.

The left arm fliould be defended by the armour

lately invented, which eafily ftretching and folding

up, wholly covers that part of the body from the

flioulder to the hand. On the right arm fhould be

worn leather arm-pieces, and brafs plates •, and in

certain places calves fl<:in, care being taken that

" Xenoph. de Re Equeftr. p. 953.
' Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 4, cap. 3, t. il. p. 365.
P Xenoph. de Mag. Equit. p. 9^5. Lycurg, ap. Harpocr.

< Xenoph. de Re Equeftr. p. 952.
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thefe means of defence do not confine the motions

of the body ; the legs and feet fhould be defended

by leathern boots •, provided with fpurs \ The
fabre is juftly preferred to the fwor^ for horfemen.

Inftead of thofe long lances, fo brittle and heavy,

that you fee ufed by moil: of our foldiers, I fhould

like better two fmall pikes of the forbus wood,

the one to throw, the other for defence ^ The

head and breaft of the horfe fhould be prote6ted by

armour, and his flanks and belly by cloths fpread

on his back, on which the rider may be feated ".

Though the Athenian cavalry had not adopted all

the improvements Timagenes had fuggefted, yet

he was tolerably well fatisfied with the manner in

which they were armed. The fenators and general

officers difmilTed fome who did not appear to have

fufFicient flrength of body *, and reproached others

with negledcing their arms. They next examined

whether the horfes were eafy to mount >", docile to

the bit, and capable of fupporting fatigue * ; whether

they were not vicious % too fiery, or too tame''. Se-

veral of them were found faulty, and rejected j and

• Xenoph. de Re Equellr. p. 953.
5 Id. ibid. p. 944.
' Id. ibid. p. 953.
" Id. ibid. p. 95 2.et deMagift. Eqult.p.968<
'' Xcnopli. de Mag-ill. Eqiiit. p. 955.
y Id. de Re Equeftr. p. 936.
z Id. de Magift. tquit. p. 954.
a Id, de Re Equeflr. p. 937.
'' Id. ibid. p. 947.

to
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t6 prevent any of the old or infirm ones from ever

again being introduced, they were marked on the

jaw with a hot iron'^.

During the courfe of this examination, the fol-

diers of one of the tribes advanced with loud

clamours to accufe to the fenate one of their

comrades, who a fev/ years before, in the heat of

aftion, had paflcd from the infantry into the ca-

valry, without the permiflion of the officers. • The

offence being public, and the law exprefs'', he was

fcntenced to that fpecies of infamy which deprives

a citizen of the greater part of his privileges.

The fame penalty is inflidled on the citizen who

refufes to fcrve '^ unlcfs compelled by the courts of

juftice ^ It is incurred likewife by the foldier who

ilies at fight of the enemy, or, to avoid danger^

efcapes into a lefs expofed ranks. In all thefe

cales, the offender is excluded from the general

affembly and public facrifices ; and fhould he ap-'

pear, each citizen is entitled to commence a pro-

' fecution againll him. The punifhmencs for fuch

delinquencies are different ; and if it be a pecu-

f niary fine, he is thrown into prifon till he pays it.

Treafon is punifhed with death ''j as is defer-

I«
Hcfych. ct Etym. Tpycn'-nr. EuilatL in OdyfT. lib. 4, p. 151 /.

^ Lyf. in Alcib. i, p. 276 et 282. Id. in Alcib. 2, p. 299.

Lyf. ap. HaipGcr. Aoxia. Dcmoftli. pro Rhod. Libert, p. 148.
* Dcmofth. in Ncser. p. 865. Id. in Timocr. p. 789.
^ Xenopli. de Magift. Equit. p. g^^.
I ^Tlfchin. in Ctef. p. 496. Lyf. in Alcib. I, p. 2-'^ et 278.
^ Lyf. in Philon. p. 498.

Vol. II. N
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tion

'
; for to dcfcrt is to betray the ftate ^. The

general has the power of degrading to an inferior

rank, and even of employing in the meaneft func-

tions, the officer who difhonours himfelf, or is

guilty of difobedience^

Such rigorous laws, faid I, muft certainly main-

tain a fenfe of honour and fubordination in your

armies. Apollodorus anfwered : A ftate which

ceafes to proteft its laws, can no longer expe£b to

be protected by them. The moft eflential of all,
,

that which obliges each citizen perfonally to defend

his country, is every day fhamefully violated. The
wealtliieft procure themfelves to be enregiflered in

the cavahy, and avoid fervice, either by voluntary

contributions'", or by finding a fubftitute, whom
they furnidi with a horfe °. We Ihall foon have

no more Athenians in our armies. You faw a

fmall number indeed enrolled yefterday, but they

have been juft affociatcd with a band of mercena-

ries, to whom we blufh not to confide the fafety

of the republic. For fome time pafl a fet of dar-

ing chiefs have arifen in Greece, who, after colled-

ing foldiers of all nations, fly from country to

country, with death and defolation in their train,

' Pet. Leg. Att. p. 563.
^ Siiid. et Hefycii. in AtJTofxo?..

1 Xcnoph. dc Magift. Equit. p. 957. Id. Exped. Cyr. lib. 3,

p. 296. IVt. Leg. Att. p. 556.
"-- Dcmollh. in Mid. p. 629. Xcnoph. dc Ma^iil. Equit,

^

p. 97^.
" Potter. Archxc)]. Grac. lib. 3, cap. 3.
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proftitutlng their valour to the power that pays

them, and equally ready to turn their arms againft

it on the flighteft difcontent °. Such, at this day,

are the refources and the hope of Athens. No
fooner is war declared, than the people, accuftomed

to the fweets of peace, and dreading the fatigues

of a campaign, exclaim with one voice, Send for

ten thoufand, or twenty thoufand foreigners p. Our

anceftors would have fhuddered at thefe difgrace-

ful clamours ; but abufe has become cuftom, and

that cuftom law.

However, faid I, if among thcle venal troops

you could find fome capable of difcipline, by in-

corporating them with your own, you would com-

pel them to keep a mutual watch over each other,

and pofTibly produce an ufeful emulation ''. If

our virtues ftand in need of fpe<5lators, anfwered

he, why go in fearch of them out of the limits of

the republic ? By an admirable inftitution, the

members of a tribe or diftricl are enrolled in the

fame cohort, the fame fquadron ; they march, they

fight by the fide of their relations, their friends,

their neighbours, their rivals. What foldier

would dare to commit an a(5t of cowardice in the

» Demofth. in Ariitocr. p. 747. Id. Ph.Lp. i, p. 50. Ifocr.

de Pace, t. i. p. 384. Id. Orat. ad Philip, t. i. p. 278. Id.

Epift. 2. ad Philip, ibid. p. 457. Id. Epift, ad Arcliid. ap. Phot.
Biblioth. p. 334. Polyaen. Stratag. lib. 3, cap. 10, §9.

P Demollh.' Philip. '1, p. 50.

1 Xcnoph. de Magill. Equit.p. 971.

N 2
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prefcncc of fuch formidable witnefles ? How,- at

his return, could he bear the fight of men ever

ready to cover him with confufion ?

After Apollodorus had expatiated on the fcan-

dalous luxury which the officers, and even the

generals, were beginning to introduce into the

army •, I defired him to inform me of the pay of

the foot foldiers and cavalry. That, anfwered

Apollodorus,' has varied according to times and

rircumftances. I have heard old men, who ferved

fixty-eight years ago at the fiege of Potidjea, fay,

that the pay of the oplites, for himfelf and atten-

dant % was two drachmas a day *
; but this was a

fingular inftance, and exhaufted the public treafury.

About twenty years after, the republic was obliged

to difmifs a body of light troops that had been

fent for from Thrace, becaufe they required the

half of this pay ^

The ordinary pay of the oplites, at prefent, is

four oboli, or twenty drachmas a month
-f-

". Twice

this fum is ufually given to the leader of a cohort,

and quadruple to the general "4 This fum is

^ Deinofth. in Mid. p. 625. Theoph. ap. Athen. lib. 12,

^ Thucyd. I'lb. ^, cap. 17.
* I livre 16 fols (or 18 pence).
* Thucyd. lib. 7, cap. 27, p. 461.

f About 12 fols (or 6 pence) a day ; 18 Ilvres (or i^fhillings)

monthly.
» Tlieopomp. ap. Poll. lib. 9, cap. 6, § 64. Eullatli. in

Iliad, p. 95 I. Id. in Odyfl". p. 1405.
' Xcnoph. Exped. Cyr. lib. 7, p..402 ft4i3.
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fometimcs reduced, from peculiar circumuanccs, to

one half y j in which cafe it is prefumed that this is

fufficient to procure a bare fubfiftcnce for the foot

foldier, and that his (hare of booty will make up

the deficiency.

The pay of the horfeman, in time of war, is,

according to circumftances, double*, triple', nay

even quadruple '' to that of the foot foldicr. In

peace, when there is no longer any pay, he receives,

for the maintenance of his horfe, fixtecn drachmas

a month *, which makes an annual expenditure of

about forty talents -j- for the public treafury "=.

Apollodorus was never wearied vvl.h fatisfying

my curiofity. The foldiers, before they march,

faid he, are ordered to lay in proviHons for fome

days'*. It is then the bufinefs of the generals to

provide the markets with every :h;ng ncceflary ^

The baggage is conveyed in cL;vcrcd waggon.>, on

beiHis of burthen and by flavcs. Sometimes the

foldiers are themfelves obliged to carry it
*".

You wifli to know the pradice of the Greeks

y Demofth. Philip, i, p. 5i'

^ Tiuicyd. lib. j, cap. 47.
» Deawirn. il)icl,

*" Xciiopli. Hilt. Grasc. lib. $, p. 556.
* AboiU. I 4 livres 8 fols (or 12 (hillinsrs).

\ Abor.t 2 16,coo Hvres (or yoool. ftciliiicr).

« Xenopb. dc Ma^^. Equit. p. 956. l\-t. Le^. Att. p. 5{:.
<• Arilloph. Acbarn. v. ic;6. Scliol. ibid. Tlut. in Pboc.

p. 75:.
* Xcnoph. Memor. lib. 3, p. 762.
' Xcnuph. Expcd. Cyr. lib. 3, p. 303, 5:c,

N 3



iU TRAVELS OF
reipedling the fpoils taken from the enemy. The

right of difpofing of them, or making a diftribu-

tion, has always been confidered as one of the pre*

rogatives of the general. During the Trojan war

they were laid at his feet ; one part he referred

for himfelf, and divided the remainder either

among the chiefs or foldierss. Eight hundred

years after, the generals regulated the partition of

the fpoils taken from the Perfians after the battle

of Platsea. They were fhared among the foldicrs,

after fetting apart a certain portion to decorate the

temples of Greece, and decreeing proportionable

rewards to thofe who had diilinguifhed themfelveg

in the adion ^.

From that period to our time, the Grecian ge-

nerals have been feen to difpofe of the fums arif-r

ing from the fale of the plunder ; fometimes

depofiting them in the public treafury ^ ; at others

afTigning them to defray the expence of pub-

lic works'^, or the decoration of temples';

enriching their friends or foldiers with them "^
-,

S Homer. Iliad, lib. 9, v. 330. 0<i} fT. lib. 9, v. 39 ; lib. 14,

V. 232.
^ Herodot. lib. 9, rap. So. Diod. Sic. lib. i r, p. 26. Plut.

in Ariflid. t. i. p. 331.
> This is what was done fometimes. by Cimon. Plut, p. 484

ft 487 ; by TiMOTHEus, Nep. in Tim. cap. i, ; by Lysander,
Xenoph. Hift. Graec. lib. 2, p. 462. Diod. Sic. lib. 13, p. 225.

Plut. in Lyf. p. 442.
^ Cimon, Pint, in C"m. p. 487. Nep. in Cim. cap. 2.

' Hevodot. lib. 9. cap. 80. Tluicyd. lib. 3, cap. 114,

» Myromdes, Died. Sic. lib. 1 1, p. 63. Agesilaus, Nep.

in Agef. cap. 3. Fiut. in Agef. p. 601. Xenoph. in Agef.

p. 654. Ithicrates, Polyxu, Stratag. lib. 3, cap. 9, § 3.
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adding them to their own wealth ", or at lead ap-

propriating to themfelves the third, which in cer-

tain countries is regularly affigned them by ton-

ftant ufage ".

With us there is no law to reftrain the preroga-

tive of the general, who avails himfelf of it as he

happens to be more or lefs di fin tereded. AH that

the (late requires of him is, that the troops may

live, if poiTible, at the expence of the enemy, and

find in tlie divifion of the fpoils a fupplement to

their pay, when it becomes neccfTary to diminifli it

from motives of ceconomy.

The following days were fet apart for the exer-

cife of the troops. I Iliall not attempt to fpeak of

all the manoeuvres to which I was a witnefs ; my
defcription would be but imperfefb, and ufelefs to

thofe for whom I am writing : the follov/ing are

only a few general obfervations.

Near Mount Anchefmus, we found a body of

fixteen hundred heavy armed infantry, drawn up

fjxteen deep and one hundred in front, each fol-

dier occupying ^ the fpace of four cubits *. To
them was added another body of light armed

troops.

The bed men were placed in the lird and. lad

" CiMON, Plut. et Nep. nt fufji-a.

" Cleomenes, Polyb. HiiK lib. 2, p. 147.
P ^lian. Taa. cap. 11.

* 5 feet 8 inches French (or 6 feet EngHfh, nearly>.

N 4
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ranks ^. The commanders of the files efpecially,

as well as thofe at each end, were all of them men

diftingnilhed for their bravery and experience \

One of the officers gave the word of command.

Take up your arms, cried he ^
: Followers, leave

the phalanx : Raife your pikes : Lower your pikes

:

File-leader, drefs the files : Take your diftances :

To the right about : To the left about ^
: The pike

within your buckler " : March ^
: Halt : Double

your files : Recover your pofition t The Lacedae-

monian evolution : Recover your pofition, &c.

At the word of command, we faw the phalanx

fuccefTively open its files and ranks, clofe, and

comprefs them, fo that the foldier, occupying only

the fpace of one cubit *, was no longer able t6

move either to the right or left y. Now v/e faw

it form a clofe line, and now divided into feflions,

the intervals of which were occafionally occupied

by light troops ' i and, at length, by means of

certain evolutions, affuming all the forms of which

it was capable, marching forward in a column, in

5 Xenoph. Memor. lib. 3, p. 762.
' Arrlaii. Ta£l. p. 20 et ^^. TElian. Tacl. cap. 5.

* Arrian. ibid- p. 73. jfKli'an. TadL cap. 51 et 53.
' Thcophr. Charad. ns;]'o4,tuuL
^ ArJiloph. in Av, v. 3SS. Schol. ibid,

* Arrian. -/Elian, ut fjpra.

* 18 inches.

V Arrian. Tacl.p. 32. iElian. Tafl. cap. II.

^ Xenoph, Expcd. Cyr. h'b. 5, p. 353.



A N A C H A R S I S. 185

a pcrfed or oblong fquare, either with a hollow or

folid centre, &c.^

During thefe manoeuvres, blows were frequently

given to untra<5lable or negligent foldiers ''. This

furprifed me the more, as among the Athenians il

IS not permitted to ftrikc even a Have ^. Hence I

concluded, that difhonour in polijfhed nations often

depends more on arbitrary circumftances than on

the real nature of things.

Thefe evolutions were fcarcely finifhed before

we difcovered a cloud of dufl arifing at a diftance,

and the advanced polls ^ announced the approach

of the enemy. This was a fecond body of infantry

that had been exercifing at the Lyceum % and

which had been fent by its commanders to make

an attack upon the former, to exhibit the rcpre-

fentation of a battle ^ The fhout, To arms, was

inftantly given •, the foldiers flew to their ranks,

and the light troops took their ftation in the rear

;

whence they poured on the enemy * arrows, darts and

Hones, which pafTed over the heads of the phalanx *.

* Xcnopl:. Exped. Cyr. lib. 3, p. 304. Traduct. de M. le

Coirte dc la Lu/ernc, p. 407, t, i. Arrian. Taift. p. 6«^.

^ Xenoph. ibid. lib. 5, p. 'j68.

•^ Id. de- Rep. A then. p. 693.
** Xenoph. Exped. Cyr. lib. 2, p. 278.
« Arilloph. in Pac, v. 35 y Schol. ibid, in v. 353.
f Onofand. Inft. cap. ic, p. 34.
E -Xenoph, Cyrop. lib. 6, p. 167. Arrian. TixS.. p. 20.
* Onolander (Inft. cap. 10.) i"ays, that in thefe mock fightl

theopHtx had (laves and iealhcrn ftraps ; the light armed troops,

pellets or clods of earth.
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Meanwhile the enemy were advancing with re-

doubled fpeed ^, carrying their pikes on the right

(boulder. Their light troops approached' with

loud fhouts, were repulfed, put to flight, and fuc-

ceeded by the oplit^, who halted at the diftance

of the flight of a javelin. A profound filence now

reigned through both lines''. Prefently the trum-

!

pet gave the flgnal. The foldiers fang the hymn

of battle in honour of Mars '
j and lowered their

pikes, fome fl:riking their bucklers with them"".

The whole body ran forward in a line, and in

perfect order. To increafe their ardour, the ge-

neral gave the iliout of battle ", while they a thour

fand times repeated after him, Eleleu, Ele-

LELEu "'

! The a6tion now appeared very animated;

the enemy were difperfed, and we heard the word

Alale*! which is the fhout of vidlory p, re-

echoed on all fides through our little army.

* Xenoph. Expcd. lib. 6, p. 387.
» ^lian. Taft. cap. 1 7.

^ Homer. Iliad, lib. 3, v. '^.

' Xenoph. I-Kil. Gra;c. lib. 2, p. 474. Id. Exped. lib. 4,

P- 324*326,3:0.
"' Id. Exped. lib. i, p. 265. Pol!, lib. l, cap. to, § 163.
" Xenoijh. ap. Demet. Phaler'. cap, 98,
*» Id. E:-:pcJ, lib. i, p. 265. Ariiloph. in Av, v. 363. Schol.

ibid. Hefvch.et Sjid. in 'E>^i\iv.

* In ancient times, the laft letter of the word y/Za/J was pro-

nounced like the French/ (Plat, in Cratyl, t. i. p. 418). To
adapt this obfcrvation to the Engiifh mode of pronouncing the

vowels, it is fcarccly necefiary to defire the reader to fubllitute a

for e in the firft in fiance, and t^e for ;' in the fecond.

P Ariftoph. in Av. v. 954 ct 1761, Schol. ibid, Hefych,
in 'A^aA.
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Our light troops went in purfuit of the enemy %
and brought in feveral prifoners. The vicflorious

foldiers prepared a trophy, and, ranging them-

felves in order of battle, in front of an adjoining

camp, laid down their arms, but in fuch order as

to be found all ready formed on taking them up ^

They then retired into the camp ; where, after tak-

ing a flight repall, they pafled the night on beds of

leaves \

None of the precautions obferved in time of

war were neglefled. No fires were made in the

campf •, but fome were lighted in the front to dif-

cover any attempts of the enemy ". Evening {(^n-

tinels were polled *, and relieved at the different

watches of the night .\ The round was often

made by an officer carrying a little bell *, at the

found of which the fentinel pronounced the order

or watch word. This word is a token, changed

from time to time, to diilinguifh thofe of the fame

party. It is communicated to the officers and fol-

diers before a battle, to enable them to rally in the

t Xenoph. Exped. lib. 6, p. 387.
" TraduAion dc 1' Expedition dc Cyrus, par M. Ic Comte de la

Luzerne, t. i. p. 221.

= Polyxn. lib. 3, cap. 9, § 19. Euftath. in Odyff. p. 167S,

Schol. Arilloph. in Pac. v. 347.
' Ariftoph. in Av. v, 842.
" Xenoph. Hilt. Gtxc. lib. 6, p. 587.
* Id, Exped. lib. 7, p. 406.
y Id. ibid. lib. 4, p. 316.
^ Arifloph. in Av, v. 843 ct Ii6c. Schol. ibid, Ulpian- ia

Demoilh. dc Falf. Leg, p. 377,
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heat of aclion -, and before night, that they may

know each other in the dark ^. The general gives

it ; and the greateft mark of diftinftion he has it

in his power to grant, is to concede this privilege

%o another''. The following formularies are fre-

quently employed •, Jupiter Saviour and
Hercules Conductor *^

; Jupiter Saviour.

AND Victory-, Minerva-Pallas ; the Sun
AND Moon ; Sword and Dagger''.

Iphicrates, who had never quitted us, told us

that he had lupprefTed the ufe of the bell in going

the rounds -, and, the better to conceal the word

from the enemy, gave out two different ones for

the officer and the fentinel, fo that one, for in-

ftance, anfwered, Jupiter Saviour ; the other,

Neptune ^

Iphicrates was of opinion that the camp Ihould

be defended by a circumvallation. That is a

precaution, faid he, which Ihould be confcantly ob-

ferved, and which I never neglecled, even when

in a friendly country ^

You fee thofe beds of leaves, added he. Some-

times I order one only to be made for two foldiers,

at others each foidier has tv/o. I then quit my
camp i the enemy comes, numbers my beds, and

^ Xenoph. Expecl. lib. 6, p. 386 ; lib. 7, p. 406.
'' Id. ibid. lib. 7, p. 407.
c Id. ibid. lib. 6, p. 3S6.
"* Id. ibid. lib. I, p. 254. jEneas, Comment, cap. 24.

« jEneas, ibid.

/ Pulyx-n. Strat. lib. 3, cap, 9, § i 7.
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fiippofing me at the head of more or fewer forces

than I really have, either does not venture to at-

tack me, or attacks to difad vantage^.

I maintain vigilance among my troops, by pri-

vately exciting panic terrors, by frequent alarms,

and fometimes by a falfe rumour of treachery, of

an ambufcade, or of a reinforcement received by

the enemy *.

To prevent a pernicious idlenefs in times of

tranquillity, I employ my men to dig trenches,

cut down trees, and remove the camp and bag-

gage from place to place ».

But above all, I endeavour to lead them by the

incentive of honour. One day, when on the

point of engaging, I obferved fome foldiers turn

palej I immediately faid aloud : If any one of you

has forgotten any thing in the camp, let him go back,

and return as fpeedily as pofllble. The cowards

availing themfelves of the permifllon, I then ex-

claimed : The ilavcs have difappcared ; none remain

with us but the brav^e. We marched, and the

enemv took to flight''.

Iphicrates related to us many fuch flratagems,

which had been attended with fimilar fuccefs.

Vvc withdrew towards the middle of the night.

On the next, and Teveral fucceeding days, we faw

g Polya;n. Strat. lib. 3, cap. 9, ^ 19.

^ Id. ibid. § 32 .

' Id. ibid. § 3 J.
k Id. ibid. § 1.



190 TRAVELS OF
the cavalry exercife at the Lyceum and near the

Academy * : they were trained to vault on horfe-

back without aid '"j to throw javelins", leap ditches,

climb eminences, and ride along declivities ° ; to

attack and purfue each other p, and to perform

various kinds of evolutions, now feparately, and

afterward in conjunction with the infantry.

Timagenes faid to me : However excellent this

cavalry may be, they will be beaten if they come

to a<5tion with that of the Thebans. They adm.it

but a fmall number of (lingers and javelin-men

into the intervals of their line ; the Thebans have

three times as many, and employ none but Thefla-

lians, who are fuperior in this fpecies of attack to

all the nations of Greece. The event juftified the

prediction of Timagenes '.
.

The army prepared for its departure. Many
families were in coniternation. The fentiments

of nature and of love now began to revive with

redoubled energy in the hearts of wives and mo-

thers. Whilfl: they \^ere thus abandoning them-

fclves to their fears, the ambafladors lately arrived

from Lacedsemon, entertained us v/ith accounts of

the courage which the Spartan women had dif-

played on fuch occafions. A young foldier, lliew-

' Xtnoph. de Magi ft. Equit. p. 959, Sec.

" Td. ibid. p. 954.
"1 Id. ibid. p. 954 et 956.
o Id. ibid. p. 966 ; et de Re Equeft, p. 936.
P Id. dc Re Equeft. p- 95 !•

s Diod. Sic. lib. 15, p. 394,
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ino- his fword to his mother, faid : It is very

fliort. Well then, replied fhe, you have only

to advance a flep farther ^. Another Lacedae-

monian woman, while giving her fon his (hield %

faid to him : Return with this, or upon this*.

The troops were prefent at the feilival of Bac-

chus, and on the laft day we witnefTed a ceremony

which the circumftances of the moment rendered

peculiarly interefting. The fenate, the army, and

a prodigious number of citizens of all ranks, and

foreigners from every country, were fpe^tators of

it. At the end of the lall tragedy, we faw a he-

rald make his appearance on the ftage, followed

by feveral young orphans clad in glittering ar-

mour. He advanced, in order to prefent them

to this auguft afiembly ; and with a firm and fo-

norous voice flowly pronounced thefe words

:

" Behold thefe young men, whofe fathers were

flain in battle after bravely fighting. The people

who adopted them have taken care of their edu-

cation until their twentieth year. This day they

give them a complete fuit of armour-, they return

them to their homes, and affign them the firll

^ Pint. Apoplit. Lacon. t. ii. p. 241.

' Arid. ap. Stob. ferm. 7, p. 8b!. Plut. ibid. Scxt. Emp.
Pyrrh. Hypot. lib. 3, cap. 24, p. iSl.

* At Sparta, to lofe the fhicld wasdifhonourable in the highefl

degree ; and it was on their (hields that tlie dead bodies of fol-

iiers were brought from the field of battle.
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places at our public fpedacles '.'* Every heart

felt the livelieft emotion. The troops Ihed tears

of fenfibility and joy, and on the next day began

their march.

* Thucyd. lib. 2, cap. 46. Plat, in Mencx. t. ii. p. 248.
^fchin. in Ctefiph. p. 452. Lelbon. in Protrept. p. 172*

JLaert. in Solon, lib. I, § ^^.

CHAP.

M
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CHAP. Xh

The Theatre *.

I
HAVE juft been to fee a tragedy -, and, In the

confufed flate of my ideas, haftily commit to

paper the imprefiions it has made upon me.

The theatre opened at break, of day "
: I went

thither with Philotas. Nothing can be imagined

more grand and ftriking than the firft view. On
one fide we fee the ftage ornamented with Icenes exe-

cuted bv the ableft artifts ; and on the other, a vaft

amphitheatre lined with feats rifing one above the

other to a very great height ; with landing-places

and flairs, which, lengthened out, and intcrfedling

each other at intervals, facilitate the communica-

tion, and divide the feats into feveral compartments,

fome of which are referved for particular communi-

ties and clafles of citizens.

The people tiocked hither in crowds •, they

kept coming and going, afcending, defc.cnding,

> i
^— , I. ,.

* In the 2d year of the 104th Olympiad, the firil day of the

greater Dionyfia, or grand fcflivals of Bacchus, which, according

to Dodwel], always began on the 12th of Elaphebolion, fell oa
the 8th of .\pril of the yenr 362 before Chrift.

" Xenoph. CEcoii. p. 825. iLfchin, in Cttliph. p. 440,

Vol. II. O
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fhouting, laughing, preiTing and pufhing each

other, and braving the officers, who were running

about on all fides to maintain order *. Amid this

tumult, the nine archons, or chief magiflrates of

the republic, the courts of juftice>', the fenate of

five hundred, the general officers of the army %
the minifters of the altars^, fucceffively arrived,

Thefe different bodies occupied the lower feats

:

above them were placed all the young men who

had attained their eighteenth year '*. The women

were ftationed in a place that kept them at a dif-

tance from the men and the courtezans *=. The

Orcheftra was empty. That was fet apart for

emulative contefls in poetry, mufic, and dancing,

which take place after the reprefentation of the

pieces -, for here all the arts are united to gratify

all taftes.

I faw fome Athenians who had purple carpets

fpread under their feet, and were luxurioudy loll-

ing on cufhions brought thither by their flaves ^
5

others, who, before and during the reprefentation,'

called for wine, fruit, and bifcuits^ ; others again,

who brifkly Hepped upon the benches to choofe a

* Demofth. in Mid. p. 631. Ulpian. ibid. p. 688. Schol.

Aviftoph. in Paov. 733.
y Poll. Onom. lib. 4, cap. 19, § 121.

^ Tlieophr. Charact. cap. 5. Cafaub. ibid. p. 51.
' Hefych. in N£//.v;c7.

" Poll. ibid. § 122. Schol. Ariftoph. in Av. v. 795.
'^ Ariftoph. Ecclcf. v. 22. Schol. ibid.

^ iEfchin. in Ctefiph. p. 440. Theophr. Charaft. cap. 2.

« Philoch, et Phcrccr. ap. Athen. lib. 11, p. 464.
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commodious place, and take it from the perfon

then occupying it ^. They have a right lb to do,

faid Philotas. It is a diftindion they have re-

ceived from the republic, as a recompenfe for fer-

Vices.

Obferving that I was aftoniHied at the number

of fpedators, he told me they might amount to

about thirty thouland ^. The folcmnity of thefe

feftivals, faid he, attrafts people from all parts of

Greece, and diffufes a fpirit of delirium among the

inhabitants of this city. For many days you will

fee them negledt all bufmefs, den/ themfelves fleep,

and fpend part of the day here, without ever being

fatialcd with the variety of exhibitions. This

pleafure has double charms for them, as they but

feldom tafte it. The competition of dramatic pieces

takes place only at twd other feftivals. But authors

referve all their efforts for this. We are promifed

feven or eight new pieces ''. Do not be furprifed :

tvery man in Greece who writes for the theatre is

anxious to offer us the homage of his talents '. Be-

fides, we fometimes revive the pieces of our ancient

authors ; and the lifts are about to be opened with

the Antigone of Sophocles. You will have the

1 ' Aridoph. Equit. t. 572. Schol. ibid. Suid. in U^oio.

I

t Plat, in Conv. t. iii. p. 173 et 175.
I ^

*» Plut. an Seni, &c. t. ii. p. 785. Mem. de 1'Acad, des Bell,

Lettr. t. xxxix. p. 18 r.

' Plat, in Lach. t. ii. p. !?3.

O 2
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pleafure of hearing two excellent aclors, TheodoruS

and Ariilodemus ^.

Philotas had fcarcely ended, before a herald,

after commanding filcnce ', proclaimed : Let the

chorus of Sophocles advance "". This was to an-

nounce the piece, and a perfecl filence enfued.

The theatre reprefented the veftibule of the palace

of Creon, king of Thebes". Antigone and If-

mene, daughters of CEdipus, opened the fcene in

mafks. Their declamation appears natural, faid I •,

but their voice furpriles me. What are the names

of thefe two adtrefies ?—Theodorus and Ariftode-

mus, anfwered Philotas •, for here no women ap-

pear on the ftage ". A moment after, a chorus of li

ao-ed Thebans entered, arranged three in front

and five deep, walking with meafured fteps, and

celebrating, in melodious fongs, the vidory juft

gained by the Thebans over Polynices, brother of

Antigone.

The plot now infenfibly unfolded. Every thing

I law and heard was fo novel to me, that my at-

tention increafed each inftant with my furprife.

Hurried along by the enchantment that furrounded

me, I feemed to be in the midft of I'hebes. I

^ Demoflh. de Falf. Leg. p. 331.
' Ulpian. in Demoilh. p. 687.
» Ariftoph. Acharii. v. il. Schol. ihld.

" Soph, in Antig. v. 18. i\rgum. Ariiloph. Grammat. ibid.

° Plat, in Phoc. t. i. p. 750. Aul. Gell. lib. 7, cap. 5. Lu-
cian. de Salt. cap. 28, t, ii. p. 2S^.
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beheld Antigone pay the tribute of funeral duties

to Polynices, in defpite of the rigorous prohibition

of Creon. I faw the tyrant, deaf to the' prayers of

his fon, the virtuous Hsemon, whom flie was on

the point of efpoufing, order her to be violently

dragged into a dark cavern, which appeared

at the bottom of the ftage p, and which was to

become her tomb. Prefently, terrified with the

menaces of heaven, he advanced towards the ca-

vern, whence ifiucd the moft dreadful groans.

They were the groans of his fon, holding in clofe

embrace the wretched Antigone, who had termi-

nated her miferics by the fatal knot. The pre-

fence of Creon irritates his fury : he draws his

fword againft his father •, then, piercing himfelf with

it, falls at the feet of his miftrcfs, in whofc arms he

remains locked till he expires.

Alm.oft all thefe tragic events pafTed as it were

before my eyes, or rather a happy diltance miti-

gated their horror. What then is that art that

makes me at once experience fo much pain and

pleaiure •, that ftrongly fixes my attention on cala-

mities, which, if realized, it v;ould be impofiible

for me to fuuport ? What a marvellous combma-

tion of illufions and realities ! I flew to the aid of

the two lovers ; I detefted the remorfelefs author

of their forrows. The moft violent pafllons rent

P Poll. lib. 4, cap. 10, § 12^,

o 3
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my foul, without tormenting it •, and for the firft

time I found charms even in hatred.

Thirty (houfand fpedtators, melting into tears,

redoubled my emotion and delirium. How in-

terefting did the princefs appear, when, by the re-

lentlefs guards dragged towards the cavern, her lofty

and unconquerable foul, yielding to the imperious

voice of Nature, for a fingle moment feemed to con-

fefs weaknefs, and gave utterance to thcfe plaintive

accents :

" Muft I then, while yet alive, flowly defcend

into the manfions of the dead "^
? Shall I no more

behold the light of heaven ? O tomb, O funereal

bed, eternal habitation ' ! There remains for me
but one hope : thou wilt ferve me a,s a pafTage to

rejoin my family, that difaftrous family, of which I

perifh the laft and the mod wretched ^ Again

fliall I behold the author^ of my being -, and they

fliall again behold me wi^h pleafure. And thou,

Polynices, O my brother ! thou fhalt know that, to

perform towards thee the duties prefcribed by na-

ture and religion, I have facrificed my youth, my
life, my nuptials, and whatever was dpareft to me
in the world. Alas ! all abandon me in this cala-

mitous moment. The Thebans infult my for-

•J Sophocl. in Antigon. v. 932.
' Id. Ibid. V. 891.
« Id. ibid. V. 903.
^ Id, ibid. V. 907,

I
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rows ". I have not a friend from whom I can ob»

tain a tear *. I hear death who calls me, and the

gods are filent y. What are my crimes ? If my piety

was a crime, I ought to expiate it by my death. If

my enemies are guilty, I wifli them no more dread-

ful punidiments than thofe I fuffer^."

The prize is not to be adjudged till after the re-

prefentation of all the pieces. That of Sophocles

was followed by fome others, to which I had no

longer the power to liflen. I had no more tears to

Hicd, no more attention to beftow.

In this chapter, I have copied the very words of

my journal. I fhall defcribe ellewhere every thing

relative to the dramatic art, and the other fpec-

tacles which give fuch fplendour to the Dionyfiac

feftivals.

" Sopliocl. in Antigon. v. 850.
" Id. ibid. V. 894.
y Id. ibid. V. 945.
' Id. ibid. V. 940,

O 4
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CHAP. XII.

Defcription of Athens.

THERE is not a city in Greece which prefenta

us with fo vaft a number of public build-r

ings and monuments as Athens. Edifices venera-

ble for their antiquity, or admirable for their ele-

gance, raife their majeftic heads on all fides. Maf-

terpieces of fculpture are extremely numerous even

in the public places, and concur with the finefl; pro-

du6lions of the pencil to embellifti the porticos and

temples. Here every thing is animate, every thing

fpeaks to the eyes of the attentive fpedator. The
hiftory of the monuments of this people would

form the hiftory of their warlike achievements,

their gratitude, and religious worlliip.

It is neither my intention minutely to defcribe

them, nor do I pretend to communicate to the

minds of my readers the imprcffions made on

mine by thefe beautiful works of art. It is a

fource of the higheft pleafure to a traveller, to have

enjoyed a number of pleafing and lively emotions,

the remembrance of which is perpetually recurring

during the courfe of his whole life ; but it is im-
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|>ofrible for him to participate them with thofe, who

never having experienced the fame fenfations, are

always more intcrefted in the recital of his fuffer-

ings than in the narrative of his pleafures. I Ihall

imitate thofe guides who fhew to ftrangers the cu-

riofities of Olympia and Delphi. I Ihall condu6b

my reader into the different quarters of Athens

:

the point of time (hall be the latter years of my re-

fidcnce in Greece, and we will begin by landing at

the Piraeus *.

This harbour, which contains three lefler ones %
lies to the weft of thofe of Munych.a and Phalerum,

at this day almoft totally deferted. Not lefs than

three hundred gallies have fometimes been colledled

here at once^, and it is lufficiently capacious to con-

tain four hundred f ^ It was firll diicovered, if I

may fo fpeak, by Themiftocles, when he laid the

plan of giving a navy to the Athenians''. Markets

ana magazines were prefently ereded, and an arlenal

capable of furnifhing every thng neceffary for the

equipment of a great number of vefTels.

Before we fet foot on Ihore, let us caft our eyes

on the neighbouring promontory. A fquare flone,

* See the plan of Athens, and the note at the end of the
volume.

* Thucyd. lib. i, cap. 93. Paufan.lib. i, cap. i, p. 3. Lc
Roi, Ruines de la Grcce, preraiere paitie, p. 261.

^ Thucyd. lib. 2, cap. I 3.

j- Spon and Whel(^r obferve, that this port could hardly con-
tain forty or forty-five of our fhips.

*^ Strab. lib. 9, p. 395.
^ Plut. in Themiil. t. 1. p. 121. Ncp. in Them. cap. 6,

Died, Sic, lib. Iij p. 32.
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without any ornaments, and relling on a fimple

bafc, forms the fepulchral monument of Themi-

ftocles, his body having been brought hither from

the place of his exile ". Behold thofe vellels that

are arriving, thofe that are preparing to depart,

or are already under fail : obferve thofe women

and children running to the fhore to receive the

firfl; embraces, or the laft farewell, of their hufbands

and their fathers ^ thofe clerks of the cuftom-houfe

hurrying to open the bales which are juft landed,

and to affix their feals until they have paid the duty

of a fiftieth ^
-, thofe magiftrates, thofe infpedtors,

who are all in motion j fome to fix the price of

the corn and flour s
j fome to give orders for the

conveyance of two thirds of it to Athens ^
-, and

others employed in preventing frauds, and mairi-»

taining order '.

Let us ftep under one of thefe porticos that

encompafs the harbour ''. Here a number of

merchants, who are on the point of embarking

for the Euxine or for Sicily, are borrowing the

money they are in w^nt of at heavy intereft,

and drawing up the contract which contains the

conditions of the bargain'. One is making his

r — —

—

"— -»

* Paufan. lib. i, p. 3.
f Demoflh. in Lacrit. p. 952. ^neas, Poliorc. cap. 29.

Z Harpocr. ft Suid. in Silo^i'x.

^ Dinarch. et Ariftot. ap. Harpocr. in 'Ewi/:-if^. Etym. Magn,
ibid.

» Ariftot. ap. Harpocr. in Ays^xt,

^ Meurf. in Fir. cap. 4.

' Pemofth. in Lacrit. p. 949. Theophr. Char^ft, cap. 3^.
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declaration before witnefles, that the merchandife

he has put on board fhall, in cafe of Ihipwreck, be

at the rifk of the lenders "". Farther on, you fee ex-

pofed on tables, famples of corn and other goods

lately imported from the Bofphorus". Let us re-

pair to the fquare of Hippodamus, fo called from

the builder, an archited of Miletus °. Here, the

produdlions of all countries are accumulated : this

is not the market of Athens, but of all Greece *•,

The Piraeus is decorated with a theatre, feveral

temples, and a great number of ftatues ^. As the

exiftence of Athens depends on the fafety of this

harbour, Themiftocles fecured it againft a fudden

attack, by building that noble wall, which includes

both the town of the Pirseus and the harbour of

Munychia. This wall is fixty ftadia'' in length,

and forty cubits high *. Themillocles wifhed to

raife it to the height of eighty cubits \ Its thick-

nefs is greater than the fpace occupied by two

waggons. It was built of huge fquare ftones, faft-

»" Demofth. adv. Phorm. p. 944.
" Harpocr. in Avyf/.. Polyaen. Stratag. lib. 6, cap, 2, § 2.

** Meurf. in Pir. cap. 5.

P Thucyd. lib. 2, c. 38. Ifocr. Paiieg. t. i, p. 139. Sopatr.

de Div, Queft. ap. Rhet. Graze, t. i, p. 305.
«! Meurf. ibid.

" Thucyd. lib. 2, cap. 13.
* The length wzs 5670 toifes, and confequently two French

leagues of 2500 toifes, and 670 toifes, or about a quarter of a

league, more (fomewhat above 6i miles Englith). ]ts height

being 40 cubits, or 60 Grecian feet, was 56^ French feet (6o5.

feet Englifh).

' Thucyd, lib. I, cap. 93. Appian. Bell, Mithrld. cap. 190,
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ened together on the outfide by iron and leaden

cramps.

We will now take the road to Athens, and follow

this long wall, which extends from the Piraeus to

the gates of the city, a diftance of forty il-adia^

It was Themiftocles likewife who planned this

wall ", which was completed under the admini-

ftration of Cimon and Pericles*. Some years after

they built a fimilar one, though not quite fo long,

from the walls of the city to the port of Phalerum ^.

This wall is on our right. The foundations of both

were laic} in mariliy ground, which was filled up

with huge pieces of rock ^. By thefe two walls of

communication, now called the long walls, the

Pirasus is enclofed within the precin<5ts of Athens,

of which it forms the rampart. After the taking

of the city, they were wholly or in part demolilli-

ed ^ ; but at prefent they are ^Imoft completely

reftored''.

The road we are following is frequented at all

times, and at all hours of the day, by a great

' Tlnicvd. lib. 2, cap. 13. Strab. lib. 9, p. 305. Laert. in

Antifdi. lib. 6, § 2.

'-^ Pint, in Tlitm. t. i. p. 12T.

^ Thucyd. lib. i, cap. 107 ct 108. Andocid.de Pac. p. 24.

Pint, in Pcricl. t. i. p. 160.

y Andocid. ibid.

z Pint, in Cim. t. i. p. 487.
a Xenoph. Hift. Grsc. lib. 2, p, 460. Diod. Sic. lib. 13,

p. 2z6. Pliit, in Lyfand. t. i. p. 441.
'> Xenoph. ibid. lib. 4, p. 537. Diod. Sic. lib. 14, p. ^o^.

I^epos in Timoth. cap. 4. Id, in Conon. cap. 4.
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number of people, attrafted by the proximity, the

feltivals, or commerce of the Piraeus.

But let us view the cenotaph before us. This

was ere6led by the Athenians in memory of Euri-

pides, who died in Macedonia '^. Let us read the

firft words of the infcription : The glory of

Euripides has all Greece for a monu-

ment '^. Do you Ice that concourfe of fpeftators

near the city gate, the litters flopping there % and

that man upon a Icaffbld furrounded by workmen?

That is Praxiteles. He is going to fix upon a bafe,

that ferves by way of tomb, a grand equcllrian fta-

tue which he has juft finiflied ^

We are now in the city, and clofe to an edifice

called Pompeion -
; whence it is that thofe pomps

or procefiions of young men and damfels fet out,

who occafionally difplay themfelves at the feftivals

celebrated by the other nations. In an adjoining

temple dedicated to Ceres are admirable ftatues of

that goddefs, Proferpine, and young lacchus j all

three by the hand of Praxiteles ^.

Let us take a rapid view of thofe porticos that

extend along the ftrcer, and which are wonder-

fully numerous in the city. Some ftand detached;

*= Paufan. lib. i, cap. 2, p. 6.

^ Aiithol. lib. 3, p. 273. Thorn. Mag. in Vit. Eun'p.
= Dir.arcli. Orat. adv. Demofth. in Oper. Dcmofth. p. 177.
f Paufan. lib. i, cap. 2, p. 6.

I Id. ibid.

b Id. ibid.
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others are contiguous to buildings to which tne^

ferve as veftibules. Philoibphers and idle people

fpend part of the day here. In almoft all of them

you fee paintings and ftatues of exquifite work-

manfliip. In that where they fell flour ', you will

find a picture of Helen, painted by Zeuxis ^.

Let Us take this ftreet on our left -, it will lead us

to the quarter of the Pnyx, and bring us near to

the place where the people hold fome of their affem-

blies '. This quarter, which is very populous, is

contiguous to that of the Ceramicus, or pottery-

grounds, fo called from the earthen ware formerly

fabricated there"*. This extenfive fpace is divided

into two parts -, one without the walls, v/here the

Academy is fituated ; the other within, in which is

the grand fquare, or forum.

We will ftop a moment at the royal portico,

which merits our attention in feveral points of

view. The fecond of the archons, ftylcd the king-

archon, holds his tribunal here " ; here too the

areopagus fometimes alTcmbles °, The flatues on

the roof are of earthen ware, and reprefent Thefeus

precipitating Sciron into the fea, and Aurora

carrying off Cephalus p. That figure in bronze

' Hefych. in 'AAipir. Ariftoph. in Ecclef. v; 682.
^ Eullath. in Iliad, lib. II, p. 868, lin. 37.
' Meurf. de Popul, Athen. in voce Pnyx.
"> Plin.lib. 3j, c. 12, p. 710. Said, in Kepa;;:/.. Mcurf. Ccram,
•» Paufan. lib. i, cap. 3, p. 8.

» Demoilh. in Ariftog. p. 831.
P Paufan. lib. I, cap. 3, p. 8.
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which you fee at the gate, is Pindar. He is reprc-

fented crowned with a diadem, with a book on his

knees, and a lyre in his hand "". Thebes, his native

country, offended at the eiilogium he had beftowed

on the Athenians, having been mean enough to

condemn him to a pecuniary line, Athens decreed

him this monument, lefs perhaps from efteem fot

the poet, than from hatred of the Thebans. Not

far from the ftatue of Pindar are thcfe of Conon,

of his fon Timotheus, and of Evagoras, king of

Cyprus ".

Near the royal portico is that of Jupiter Libera*

lor % where Euphranor the painter has lately repre-

fented, in a ferics of pi(5lures, the twelve gods, The-

feus, the people of Athens, and that engagement of

the cavalry in which Gryllus, the fon of Xenophon,

attacked the Thebans commanded by Epaminondas^

They areeafily to be dillinguiflied from each other,

and the painter has expreffed with all the fire of ge-

nius the courage and ardour with which both were

animated ". The Apollo of the adjoining temple is

by the fame hand *.

From the royal portico two ftreets branch out,

and terminate in the forum. Let us take that on

1 ^fchin. Epift. 4, p. 207.
" li'ocr. in Evagor, t. ii. p. 98. Demoflh. in Leptin. p. 551.

Paufan. ibid.

» Mturf. in Ceran^. cap. 4.

* Paufan. ibid. cap. 3, p. y.
» Plut. de Glor. Athcn. t. ii. p. 346.
^ Paufan. lib. i, cap. 3, p. 9.

I
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the right. It is decorated, as you fee, by a numbef*

of Herman, the name given to thofe heads of Mer-

cury fupported by pedeftals in the form of a (heaths

Some of thefe have been eredted by private indi-

viduals i others, by order of the magiftrates >'. Al-

moft all of them record glorious achievements^

On fome are infcribed lefTons of wifdom. For

the latter Athens is indebted to Hipparchus, fon

of Pififtratus. He had put into verfe the moft

fublime precepts of morality, and caufed them to

be engraved on a number of Herm^e eredted by

his orders in the fquares, crofs-ways, many of the

llreets of Athens, and in the towns of Attica. On
one, for example, was infcribed : Always take

JUSTICE FOR YOUR GUIDE; on another: Never

VIOLATE THE RIGHTS OF FRIENDSHIP^. Thefc

maxims no doubt have contributed to render the

language of the inhabitants of the country places

fo fententious \

This ftreet is terminated by two porticos that

front the forum. The one is that of the Hermae ^
;

the other, and moft handfome of the two, is called

the Pcecile. In the former are three ftatues of

Hermes, on which, after any advantages gained

y Harpocr. in '^^y-.

2 Plat, in Hipp. t. ii. p. 229. Hefych. in 'iw-^xfx,' Suid. in

^ Ariftot. de Rhetor, t. ii. p. 572.
^ Mnefim. ap. Athen. lib. 9, p. 402,

over
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Over the Medes, they formerly infcribed the eulo-

gium, decreed by the people, not to the generals,

but to the foldiers who had conquered under their

command'^. At the gate of the Poecile is the

ftatue of Solon ^. The walls within are covered

with bucklers, taken from the Lacedsemonians,

and other nations ^ ; and enriched with the works

of Polygnotus, Micon, Pan^enus, and other cele-

brated painters. In thefe pictures, the beauty

of which it is eafier to feel than to defcribe,

we view the taking of Troy, the fuccours given

by the Athenians to the Heraclidae, the battles

they fought with the Lacedsemonians at Oenoe,

with the Perfians at Marathon, and the Amazons

in Athens itfelf f.

The forum, which Is extremely fpacious, is de-

corated with buildings dcftined to the worfliip of

the gods, or the fervice of the ftate ; others that

fometimes afford an afylum to the wretched, but

which are too often a fhelter for the wicked •, and

ftatues decreed to kings and individuals who have

merited well of the republic ^.

Follow me, and under the fhade of the plane-

trees that embellifh thefe places '', let us take a

« ^fchin. in Ctefiph. p. 458.
^ Demofth. in Ariitog. p. 847. Paufan. lib. I, cap. 16, p. 38,

-^lian. lib. 8, cap. 16.

' Paufan. lib. i, cap. 15.
' Meurf. Athen. Att. lib. I, cap. 5.

8 Id. Ceram. cap. 16.

* Plut. in Cim. t. i. p. 487.

Vol. II. P
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turn along one fide of the fquare. This fpacious

enclofure contains a temple in honour of the mo-

ther of the gods, and the palace in which the

fenate aflembles '. In thefe edifices, and all

around them, are placed cippi and columns, on

which are engraven feveral of the laws of Solon,

and the decrees of the people ^. To that rotunda,

furrounded by trees', the prytanes, in rotation of

duty, go every day to dine, and fometimes to offer

up facrifices for the profperity of the people ™.

In the middle of ten ftatues, which give their

names to the tribes of Athens ", the firft archon

holds his tribunal". Here the eyes of the en-

chanted fpedlator every moment meet the works of

genius. In the temple of the mother of the gods

you have feen a llatue of the goddefs, executed

by Phidias ^ ; in the temple of Mars, before us,

you will find that of the god, the workmanlhip of

Alcamenes, a pupil worthy of Phidias ''.

Similar monuments are to be met with on every

fide of the forum. In the middle are encamped

the Scythians kept in pay by the republic to main-

' Plut. in X. Rhetor. Vit. t. ii. p. 842. Suid. in \U\acy.
^ Lycurg. Orat. in Leocr. p. 165. ^fchin. in Ctefiph.

p. 45 8. Harpocr. in Ksc^unv.

1 Suid. et Heiych. in X^taj.

"" Demofth. de Falf. Leg. p. 332. Ulp. ibid. p. 388. Faufani
lib. I, cap. 5, p. 12. Meurf. Ceram. cap. 7.

n Paufan. ibid.

* Suid. in *A;/iu,7.

P Pauian. ibid- cap. 3, p. 9.

1 Id. ibid. cap. 8, p. 20.

6
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.tain order ^ There is the place in which the peo-

ple fometimes aflemble ; but it is now covered with

tents, in which different kinds of wares are expofed

to fale ^ Farther on you fee a crowd which it is

almoft impofTible to pafs through. There are fold

the provifions neceflluy for the fubfiflence of fo

numerous a people. It is the grand market, di-

vided into feveral particular ones, frequented at

all hours of the day, and efpecially from nine

o'clock till noon. Colledors attend there to re-

ceive the duties laid on every thing that is fold,

and magiftrates to fuperintend what is pafTmg. I

fhall mention to you two very wife laws, for the

regulation of this untraftable and tumultuous

populace. The one prohibits any man from re-

proaching the loweft citizen with living by the

profit of his traffic in the market '^, the government

wifliing to prevent a ufcful profefllon from being

treated as an obje6l of contempt. Tlie other for-

bids any perfon to employ falfehood for the pur-

pofe of exadion ". Vanity has maintained the

former of thefe, but intereft has rendered the latter

of no eff^cd:. As the forum is the moil frequented

part of the city, workmen of all kinds endeavour

Meuif. Ceram. cap, i6.

5 Demofth. inLor. p. 50T. W. in Nea?r. p. 875. Taylor,

Not. in Dcmofth. p. 620. Harpocr. in Ti^^a..

' Dcmollh. in Eubul. p. 886.

" Id. in Lept. p. 542. Ulpian. ibid. p. 570. H}perid. ap.

Harpocr. in y.s.7a. t>,», &c.

P 2
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to refide near it *, and houfes let there at a higher

price than elfewhere.

I am now about to condudl you to the temple

of Thefeus, built by Cimon, lome years after the

battle of Salamis. Though fmaller than that of

Minerva, of which I fhall foon have occafion to

fpeak, and which appears to have been built after

the fame models, it is, like that, of the Doric order,

and of a very elegant architedlure. Skilful painters

have enriched it with their immortal labours ^

After pafiing by the temple of Caftor and Pollux,

by that of Agraulos, daughter of Cecrops, and the

Prytancum, where fome citizens who have ren-

dered fignal fervices to the ftate are maintained at

the expence of the republic % we are now ar-

rived at the ftreet of the tripods ^, which fhould

rather be named the ftreet of triumphs j for here

is it, in fad, that the glory of the victors in thofe

contefts that embellifli our feftivals is, if I may fo

fpeak, annually depofited. I mean thofe trials of

ik\\\ which take place between muficians or dancers

of different ages, each tribe naming its own candi-

dates. That which has gained the vidlory, dedicates

a tripod of brafs fometimes in a temple, fometimes

* Lyf. adv. Dclat. p. 413.
y Le Roi, Ruioes de la Grcce, t. i. p. 18.

^ Paufan. lib. i, cap. 17, p. 40.
a Meurf. de Ath. Att. lib. i, cap. 7 et 8.

»> Athen. lib. 12, p. 542 et 543. Paufan. lib. I, cap. 20,
p. 46.
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in a houfe they have built in this ftreet*^. You

fee thofe numerous offerings on the roofs, or in the

infide, of the elegant buildings we have on each

fide of US'". They are accompanied with infcrip-

tions, which, according to circumftances, contain

the name of the chief archon of the tribe that has

been vidtorious -, of the citizen who, under the de-

nomination of choragus, had the regulation of the

performers ; of the poet who compofed the verfes -,

of the mafter who had the direction of the chorus

;

and of the mufician who accompanied the fongs

with his flute '^. Let us approach. Behold the

vanquifhers of the Perfians here celebrated for

having appeared at the head of chorufes ! Read

under that tripod : The tribe antiochis

GAINED THE PRIZE ; ARISTIDES WAS CHORA-

GUS ; ARCHESTRATUS COMPOSED THE PIECE ^

Under that other: Themistocles was cho-

ragus; PHRYNICUS WROTE THE TRAGEDY j

ADIMANTUS was ARCHON 6*.

The works of architefture and fculpture which

furround us, aftonifh as much by the excellence of

the workmanfliip, as by the motives that produced

them ; but all theii" beauties vanifh before the fa-

^ Chandler, Infcript. part 2, p. 48,
"• Paufan. lib. i, cap. 20, p. 46.

'^Vandal. Diflert. de Gymnaf. cap. 5, p. 672. Cliandl. Tra-
vels ill Greece, p. 99.

* Plirt. in Arillid. t. i. p. 318.
* Id. in Them. t. i. p. 114.

* Sec note at the end of the volume.

P 3
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tyr you are about to fee in that edifice*', efleemcd

by Praxiteles one of the fineft of his produc-

tions, and ranked by the public among the inaftcr-

pieces of art.

The flreet of the tripods leads to the theatre

of Bacchus. It was but fitting that the trophies

Ihould be erected near the field of battle ; for it is

at the theatre that the chorules of the refoedlive

•tribes ufually difpute the palm'. There alfo is it

that the people fometimes ademble, either to deli-

berate on affairs of flate, or to be prefent at the

reprefentation of tragedies and comedies. At
Marathon, at Salamis, and Platasa, the Athenians

triumphed only over the Perfians ; here they have

triumphed over all the nations now exifling, per-

haps over all that are yet to be born ; and the

names of ^fchylus, Sophocles, and Euripides, (hall

not be lefs celebrated in future ages, than thofe of

Miltiades, Ariftides, and Themiftocles.

Oppofite to the theatre is one of the moft an-

cient temples of Athens ^
; that of Bacchus, fur-

named the god of the wine-prefs. It is fituated

in the quarter of the marlhes ', and is opened

only once a year'". In the wide fpace in which

•• Paufan. lib. i, cap. 20, p. 46. Plin. lib. 34, cap. 8, p. 653.
Athen. lib. 13, p, 591.

' Demoflh. in Mid. p. 606 et 612.
^ Demoflh. in Nexr. p. 873. Paufan. lib. I, cap. 20, p. 46.
• Athen. lib. 1 1, cap. 3, p. 465. Ifseiis ap. Harpocr. '£v Akf-t»,

Hefych. in Aluv.

^ Thucyd. lib. 2, cap. 15.
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it flands public fpedacles were formerly ex-

hibited on certain feftivals, before the theatre was

built".

At length we are arrived at the foot of the ftairs

that lead up to the citadel ". Obferve how the

profpedl extends and becomes more beautiful on

all fides as you afcend. Call your eyes to the left,

on that cavern, hollowed out of the rock, confe-

crated to Pan, near to that fountain p. There

Apollo received the favours of Creufa, daughter

of king Erechtheus, and there he receives at this

day the homage of the Athenians, ever attentive

to fandify the foibles of their gods.

Let us (lop for a while before that fuperb edi-

fice of the Doric order, which now prefents itfelf

to view. This is called the Prcpyla^a or veftibules

of the citadel. Pericles had them built of marble,

after the defigns and under the infpedtion of the

architect Mneficles '. Begun under the archon-

fhip of Euthymenes *, they were not completed

till five years after •, and are faid to have cofl two

thoufand and twelve talents
-f-

", an exorbitant fum.

" Hefych. in 'F.wt A»iv.

° Athenian medal in the cabinet of the king of France.

V Eurip. in Ion. v. 17, 501, 936. Paufan. lib. i, cap. 28,

, 68. Lucian. in bis Accuf. t. ii. p. 80 1.

s Plut. in Pericl. t. i, p. 160.

* The year 437 before Chrift.

j- 10,^64,800 livres (4)2,7Col.).

r Heliod. ap. Harpocr. et Siiid. in U^o-cnX,

P 4
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exceeding the whole annual revenue of the re-

public.

The temple we have on our left is dedicated to

Viflory. Let us ftep into the building on the

right to admire the paintings which adorn its

walls, and are principally the work of Polygno-

tus \ Let us return to the centre of the build-

ing, examine the fix beautiful columns which fup-

port the pediment, and walk through the vefti-

• bule divided into three parts by a double row

of Ionic pillars, terminated on the oppofite fide

by five doors, through which we diftinguifh the

columns of the periflyle that looks towards the in-

fide of the citadel ^ *. Obferve, in pafling, thofe

large blocks of marble which compofe the ceiling,

and fuflain the roof.

We are now in the citadel ". Obferve the im-

menfe number of flatues which gratitude and reli-

gion have ereded here, and on which the chifcls

of M 'fon, Phidias, Alcamenes, and other artifts of

renown, feem to have bellowed animation. Here

Pericles, Phormio, Iphicrates, Timotheus, and

other Athenian generals, will live for ever. Their

noble ftatues are intermingled, without diilinction,

with thofe of the gods *,

» Paufan. lib. i, cap. 22, p- 51.
t Ler Roi, Rulncs de k Grece, part 2, p. 13 et 47. Paufan.

Ibid.

* See the plan of the Propylaea. *

" Mcurf. ill Cccrop.

* Paufan. lib. i
,
paflim.
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This kind of apotheofis made a forcible im-

preflion on me on my firft arrival in Greece. I

thought I beheld in every city two fpecies of

citizens j thofe who at their deaths were configned

to oblivion, and thofe on whom the arts beftow an

eternal cxiftence. The one I confidered as the

children of men, the iecond as the Tons of glory.

But at length, from feeing fo great a number of

ftatues, I have no longer been able to diitinguifli

the two clafTes.

Let us approach thefe two altars. Revere the

firft J it is the altar of Modefty : affedionately em-

brace the fecond ; it is that of Friendftiipy. Read

on that column of bronze a decree which profcribes

and devotes to opprobrium a citizen and his po-

fterity, for receiving Perfian gold to corrupt the

Greeks *. Thus are evil aftions immortalized to

produce good ones, and good to ftimulate to ftill

better. Lift up your eyes, and admire the work

of Phidias. Yonder is the colofTal ftatue of bronze

which the Athenians dedicated to Minerva, after

the battle of Marathon ^.

All the diftridls of Attica are under the protec-

tion of this goddefs •», but it fhould appear that (lie

has fixed her refidence in the citadel. What in-

y Hefych. in Al^^:. '

^ Demofth. Philip. 4, p. 91. Id. de Falf. Leg. p. 336.

Plut. in Theniilt. t. i. p. 1 14. •

* Demofth. de Falf. Leg. p. 336. Paufan. lib. i, cap. 28,

p. 67.
•> Paufan. ibid, cap, 26, p. 6^.
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numerable ftatues, altars, and ftru6tures in her ho-

nour ! Among thefe ftatues there are three, the

materials and workmanfhip of which exhibit the

progrefs of luxury and the arts. The firft is fo

antique, that it is faid to have fallen from heaven ^
j

it is fhapelefs, and of olive wood. The fecond, which

I have juft fliewn you, is the work of an age,

when, from among ail the various kinds of metals,

the Athenians only made ufe of iron to obtain

fuccefs, and brafs to eternize it. The third, which

we fhall fee prefently, was fculptured by order of

Pericles, and is of gold and ivory '*.

Here we meet with a temple confifting of two

chapels, one dedicated to Minerva Polias, the

other to Neptune Erechtheus ^ Remark the

manner in which fabulous traditions may fometimes

be reconciled with hiftorical fafts. You are here

fhewn, on one fide, the olive-tree which fprang

out of the earth at the command of the goddefs,

and which has fo greatly multiplied in Attica-, and,

on the other, the well, whence they pretend that

Neptune caufed the water of the fea to gufli out^.

By fuch bounties v/as it that thefe divinities

afpired to the honour of bcftov/ing their names on

this rifing city. The gods decided in favour of

= Paufan. lib. i, cap. 26, p. 6^.
^ SchoL in Demoilh. Orat. adv. Androt. p. 440.
• Meurf. Cccrop. cap. 20.

^ Herodot. lib. 8, cap. 55. Paufan. lib. I, cap. 26, p. 62^

Mcurf. Cccrop. cap. 19.
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^Minerva -, and the Athenians for ages preferred

agriculture to commerces. Since they have com-

bined thefe two fources of wealth, they divide

their homage in the fame hallowed place between

both their benefactors, and, to complete the conci-

liation, have erefted one common altar, which they

call the altar of oblivion^.

Before the ftatue of the goddefs is fufpended a

golden lamp, above which is a branch of palm, of

the fame metal, that reaches to the ceiling. It

burns night and day *, and the oil is renewed but

once a year. The wick, which is made of ami-

anthus ", is never confumed, and the fmoke efcapes

by a tunnel concealed under the foliage of the

palm-branch. This lamp is the work of Callima-

chus, and fo highly finifhed as to incline thofe

who view it to wifh that it had more of tfie grace of

negligence ; but this was the general fault of that

too careful artift. He loft fight of perfeftion by

ftriving to attain it ; and by being diflatisfied with

himfelf, failed to give fatisfadion to perfons of real

tafte K

In this part of the temple was preferved the

rich fcymetar of Mardonius, who commanded the

Perfian army at the battle of Plat«a -, and the cui-

e Plut.in ThemilL t. i. p. 121.
'^ Pint, Sympof. lib. 9, quxft. 6, t. ii. p. 741.
' Paiifan. lib. I, cnp. 26, p. 63. Strub. lib. 9, p. 606,
^ Salmaf. in Solin. t. i. p. 178.
^ Plin. lib. 34, cap. 8, t. ii. p. 658. Paufan. ibid.
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rafs of Mafiftius, who fought at the head of the

cavalry"". In the veftibule of the Parthenon was

likewife to be feen the throne with filver feet, on

which Xerxes placed himfelf to be a fpedlator of

the fea-fight of Salamis "^
•, and in the facred trea-

fury were prefcrved the remains of the fpoils found

in the camp of the Perfians °. Thefe fpoils, the

grcatefl part of which have been carried off in our

time by facrilegious hands, were trophies that fur-

nifhed a fubjeft of pride to the Athenians of the pre-

fent day, as if they had acquired them by their own

valour ; like thoie families who, having formerly

produced great men, endeavour to make us forget

what they now are, by the memory of what they

have been.

That other building, called Opifthodomos, is

the public treafury p. It is furrounded by a double

wall. Treafurers, chofen annually by lot, depofit

there the fums placed by the fcnate in their hands ^j

and the chief of the prytanes, who is changed

every day, is entrufted w;th the key •.

Your eyes have long been turning towards that

famous temple of Minerva, one of the nobleft or-

" Dcmofih. in Timocr. p. 793. Ulpian. in 3 Olyntli. p. 4J.
Schol. Thucyd. in lib. 2, cap. T3. Paufan. ibid. cap. 27, p. 64,

" Demolth. in Timocr. p. 79 j. Harpocr. in 'A^yv^o'sr.

* TJjUcyd. lib. 2, cap. 13.

P Mfurf. Ceciop. cap. 26.

1 Arift, ap. Harpocr. in Ta/A. Poll. lib. 8, cap. 9., § 97.
Argum. Oral. Dcmoftli. in Androt. p. 697. Siiid, ' ia
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naments of Athens, which is known by the name

of the Parthenon. Before you enter it, permit m.e

to read you a letter I wrote, on my return from

Perfia, to Othanes, one of the magi, with whom

I lived in the clofeft intimacy during my refidence

at Suza. He was acquainted with the hiftory of

Greece, and wifhed to inform himfelf of the cuf-

toms of different nations. As he had requefled

from me fome explanations refpe6ling the Grecian

temples, the following was the letter I wrote to

him

:

*' You aflert that we ought not to reprefent the

Deity under a hunian form, nor circumfcribe his

prefence within the limits of a ftru6lure built by

men'. But you would not have advifed Cam-

byles, when in Egypt, to infult the objefts of reli-

gious v/orfhip \ nor Xerxes to deilroy the temples

and ftatues of Greece ". Thefe princes, fuperfti-

tious even to extravagance, knew not that a na-

tion pardons violence more readily than contempt,

and deems itfelf debafed whenever what it holds in

reverence is defpiled and profaned. Greece has

forbidden the reftoration of the facred monuments

overthrown by the Perfians ''. Thefe await the

'Herod, lib. i, cap. 131. Cicer. de Leg. lib. 2, cap. 10,

t. iii. p. 145.
' Hfiodot. lib. 3, cap. 25, 29, &:c.

" iEfchyl. in Perf. v. 81 1. tierodot. lib. 8, cap. 109. DIod.
Sic. lib. 5, p. 332.

^ Ifocr. Faneg. t. i. p. 203. Lycurg. cont. Leocr. part. 2,

p. 13!^. Paufan. lib. 10, cap. 35, p. 8S7. Diod. lib. 11, p. 24.
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moment of vengeance ; and fliould the Greeks evef

carry their vicftorious arms into the dominions of

the Great King, they will remember Xerxes, and

reduce your cities to aflies >'.

" The Greeks borrov/ed the idea ^ and the form

of their temples from the Egyptians'; but the pro-

portions of the architcdlure * which they have em-

ployed in thefe edifices are more elegant, or fuch

at leaft as are more conformable to their tafte.

" 1 fhall not undertake to give you a minute

defcription of their different parts, but fend you the

plan of that eredled in honour of Thefeus *. Four

walls, difpofed in form of a parallelogram or oblong

fquare, conflitute the nave or body of the build-

ing. Its principal decoration and chief merit is I

exterior, and is as diflin6l from it as the dreffes

that diftinguiih the various claffes of citizens.

This confifts in a portico that runs round the

building, and of which the columns, founded on a

bafe compofed of feveral ileps, fupport an entabla-

ture crowned by a pediment at the anterior and

pofterior extremities. This portico gives equal

grace and majefly to the edifice, and contributes to

the fplendour of the ceremonies, by the great num-

y Diod. Sic. lib. 17, p. 545. Strab. 1. 15, p. 730. Quiiit.

Curt. lib. 5, cap. 7.

^ Herodot. lib. 2, cap. 4.
=» Voyag. de Norden, pi. 132. Pococke, t. i. pi. 44, 45, Sec,

Mofalq. de Paleflr. in the Mem. de 1'Acad, des Bell. Lettr. t. xxx.

V- 503-
* Sec the plate relative to this chapter, No. i.
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ber of fpe(^ators whicli it can contain, and fhelter

from the weather''.

" In the veftibule are vafes of luftral water %
and altars on which the facrifices are ufually of-

fered''. From hence, as we enter the temple, the

flatue of the divinity, and votive offerings dedi-

cated by the piety of the people, are feen. It lias

no light but what it receives from the entcance * ".

" The plan you have before you may be varied

according to the rules of art and the taite of the

artift. As, for inftance, in the dimenfions. The

temple of Jupiter, at Olymp'ia, is two hundred and

thirty feet long, ninety-five broad, and fixty-eight

in height ^ That of Jupiter, at Agrigentum, in

Sicily s, is three hundred and forty feet long, one

hundred and fixty wide, and one hundred and

twenty high j.

^ Vitruv. lib. 3, cap. 2, p. 42.
^ Calaub. in Thcoplir. cap. 16, p. 1:6. Duport. ibid. p. 45'^.

'' Euripid. Ipliig. in Taur. v. 72. Poll. lib. i, cap. i, § 6,

Sec.

* See the note at the end of the volume.

5 Voyag. dc Spon, t. ii. p. S9.
f Paufan. lib. c, cap. 10, p. 398.
Z DIod. Sic. lib. 13, p. 203.

f Length of the temple of Olympia, 217 French feet,

2 inches, 8 lines (232 feet 9 inches Englifh") ; its breadth,

89 feet, 8 inches, 8 lines (95 feet Englifh) ; its height,

64. feet, 2 inches, 8 lines (6S feet 7 inches Eiigliih). Length
of the temple of Agrigentum, 321 feet, I inch, 4 lines (343 feet

Englifh); its breadth, 151 feet, i inch, 4 lines (161 feet 4 inches

Englilh); its height, 113 feet 4 lines (izofeet 8 inches En-
glilh). Winkclmunn (Recueil de fes I^ettrcs, t. i. p. 282) pre-

tumes, with reafon, that the breadth of this temple was 160 Gre-
cian feet, inltead of 60, as the text of Diudorus, as we now have

it, imports.
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" It admits alfo of variety in the number of

columns. Sometimes we find two, four, fix, eight,

and even as many as ten, in the two fronts •, fome-

times they are placed only at the anterior front.

In fome temples a double portico is formed round

the whole building by two rows of columns.

" Variety is alfo admitted in the ornaments and

proportions of the columns and entablature j and

here the genius of the Greeks Ihines forth. After

various experiments, having combined their ideas

and difcoveries into a lyflem, they compofed two

fpecies or orders of architedure, each pofTefling a

diftinftive charafter and peculiar beauties , the

one more ancient, more mafculine, and more fub-

ftantial, called the Doric ^ the other more light

and elegant, diftinguifhed by the name of the Ionic.

I fhall fay nothing of the Corinthian, as it does not

cflentially differ from the two others s.

" In fine, a variety may alfo have place in the

interior parts of thefe ftrudures. Some contain a

fanftuary not to be entered by the profane^ :

others are divided into feveral departments. Some

there are in which, befides the principal gate of

entrance, there is a fecond at the oppofite extremity,

or one, the roof of which is fupported by one or

by two ranges of columns *.

s Le Roi, Ruines de la Grece, p. 15, de I'Effai fur I'Hiftoire

del'Architea.
h Valcr. Max. lib. i, cap. 6, § 12. Poll, lib. 1, cap. 1, § 8.

Cxf, de Bell- Civ. lib. 3, cap. 105.

* See note at the end of the volume.

« The
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" The better to enable you to judge of the form

of the temples of Greece, I fhall annex two drawings

to my letter, in which you will find reprefented the

front and general view of the Parthenon, at the cita-

del of Athens *. I Ihall likewife fend you the work

compofed by I6linus on this beautiful ftrudlure '.

Idlinus was one of the two architects employed by

Pericles in the building of this temple : the name

of the other was Callicrates "*.

" From whatever quarter the traveller arrives,

whether by fea or land, he views it rearing up its

lofty head above the city and the citadel ^ It is of

the Doric order, and built of that beautiful white

marble, found in the quarries of Pentelicus, a moun-

tain of Attica. It is one hundred feet wide, about

two hundred and twenty-fix broad, and about fixty-

nine m height f. The portico is double at the

two fronts, and fingle on each fide. Along the

exterior face of the nave runs a frize or architrave,

on which is reprefented a procefllon in honour of

Minerva '^. Thcfe baflb-relievos have added p;reatly

to the fame of the artiits by whom they were exe-

cuted.

" Within this temple is that ftatue i^o celebrated

* Sec the plate before referred to, Nos. 2 and 3.
' Vitruv. Vixf. lib. 7, p. 125.
^ Plut. in Pcricl. t. i. p. 159. Strab. lib. 9, p. 395. Paufan.

cap. 41, p. 68c.
' Le Roi, Ruines dela Grece, part i, p. 8.

•j- Sec note at the end of the volume.
^ Chandler's Travels in Greece, p. 51.

Vol. II. Q^
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for its fize, the richnefs of the materials, and the

exquifite beauty of the workmanlhip. By the fub-

lime majefty that irradiates the features and the

whole figure of Minerva, we eafily recognize the

hand of Phidias. The ideas of this artift were fo

fublime, that he has fucceeded better, if polTible, in

the reprefentation of the gods, than in that of mor-

tals '*. We are almofl tempted to fay that he had

viewed the latter from . too great a height, but the

former face to face.

" This figure is twenty-fix cubits high. The
goddefs is ered:, covered with the ^gis and a long

tunic % holding in one hand a lance. In the other

a victory near four cubits high*. Her helmet,

on which is a fphinx, is ornamented on each fide

with two griffins. On the outfide of the fiiield,

which lies at the feet of the goddefs, Phidias has

reprefented the battle of the Amazons ; on the in-

fide, the combat of the gods and giants ; on her

buflvins, that of the Laplths and Centaurs •, and on..

the pedeftal, the birth of Pandora, and a variety •

of other fubjeds. The vifible parts of the body

are of ivory, except the eyes, the iris of which is

" Qiiintil. lib. 12, cap. lo, p. 744.
" Paufan. lib. i, cap. 24, p. 57 et 58. Plin. lib. 36, cap. ^^

t. ii. p. 726. Max. Tyr. dift. 14, p. 156. Arrian. in Epidt.

lib. 2. cap. 8, p. 208.
* The cubit among the Greeks being one of their feet and a

half, the height of tlie figure was 36 of our feet and 10 inches

(39 feet 4 inches) ; and that of the vidory, 5 feet 8 inches

(6fcet Englifli).

i
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imitated by a particular kind of ftone '. This able

artift has exhibited a wonderful dep:ree of tcflie in

the execution of his work, and proved that his ge-

nius ft 11 retained its fuperiority even in the moll

minute details ''.

" Before he began this ftatue he was obliged to

give an account to the aflembly of the people, of

•the materials which he intended to employ. He
gave the preference to marble, becaufe its fplen-

dour fubfifts lon^eft. Thus far he was liftened to

with attention, but when he added tha. it was the

cheapeft, he was commanded to fay no more ; and

it was determined that the ftatue ftiould be formed

of gold and ivory ^

" For this purpofe the pureft gold was fele<5led,

and it was neceftary to provide a quantity of the

weight of forty talents * ^ Phidias, by the fug-

geftions of Pericles, applied this in fuch a way as

cafily to admit of being taken off. Two motives

induced Pericles to give this advice. He forefaw

that a time mijiht come v»'hen it ftiould be necef-

fary to employ this gold for the urgent neceffities

of the ftate, a meafure which he in fadt propofed

a: tne beginning of the Peloponnefian war '. He

P Plat, in Hipp. t. iii. p. "90. Plin, lib. 37, p. 7S7 et 78c!.

s Plin. lib. ^T), cap. 5, t. ii. p. 726.
«• Val. M.v" lib. I, cap I, § 7.
* riiefc 40 talents were worth about three millions of b'vres

(125/ 00 1. ftorling). See note at the end of the volume on the

quantity of p-old employed to enrich this ftatue»

* Thucvd. lib. 2, cap. 13.

« Id. ibid.

0^2
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forefaw likewife that himfelf as well as Phidias might

hereafter be accufed of having applied part of i: to

other purpofes, and of this they afterwards really

were accufed " ; but by the precautions they had

11 fed, the flanderous charge only redounded to the

diihonour of their enemies *.

" Phidias was reproached likewife with having

fculptured his own portrait, with that of his patron,

on the fhield of Minerva. He had there repre-

fented himfelf in the charafter of an old man in the

act of throwing a huge ftone j and it is pretended

that, by an ingenious piece of mechanifm, this

figure was fo connedled with the whole as to make

it impoflible to remove it, without difuniting and

totally deftroying the ftatue *. Pericles appears

fislitina with an Amazon. His arm extended, and

holding a javelin, hides from the fpeflator one half

of his countenance. The objcd of the artift in

this partial concealment, is only to engage the at-

tention of curiofity.

" To this temple is annexed a treafury, in which

individuals depofit fuch fums ofmoney as they choofe

not to keep at home. There likewife are preferved

the offerings made to the goddefs, which confifb of

crowns, vales, and little figures of the divinities, of

gold or filver. The Athenian women likewife fre-

» Pint, in Pciicl, t. i. p. 169.
^ Sec note at the end of the volume,
^ De MuncL ap. Arlftot. t. i. p. 613. Cicer. Orat. cap. 71,

t. i. p. 4S1. Ju. Tufcul. lib. I, cap. 15, t. ii. p. 245.
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quently make offerings in this temple, of their rings,

bracelets, and necklaces. Thefe are . entrufted to

the treafurers of the goddefs, who have them under

their care during the year they remain in office -, on

the expiration of which time they deliver to their

fucceflbrs a lift, fpecifying the weight of each arti-

cle, and the name of the donor. The inventory,

which is immediately cut in marble y, is a teftimo-

nial of the fidelity of the keepers, and an incentive

to private liberality.

" This temple, tiiat of Thefeus, and fome others,

confticute the triumph of architecture and fculp-

ture. Were I to expatiate at large on the beau-

ties of the whole, and on the elegance of the mi-

nuter parts, I could add nothing to this eulogium.

Be not amazed at the prodigious number of edi-

fices erefted in honour of the gods. As manners

become more depraved, laws have been propor-

tionally multiplied to prevent crimes, and altars

to expiate them become more numerous : befides

that luch monuments embellilli a city, encourage

the arts, and are in general conftrudled at the ex-

pence of the enemy ; for a portion of the fpoils

taken in war is always deftined to maintain the mag-

nificence of religious worfliip."

Such was the anfwer I wrote to Othanes, the

magus. At preknt, without going out of the ci-

y Chandl. Infcrlpt. in notis, part. 2, p. xv. I'oU. lib, 10,
cap. 28, \ 12b.

Q.3
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tadcl, we will take different pofitions, that will fuc-

cefTively difjlay the whole city to our view.

Of late years, it has extended towards the fouth-

weft, commerce daily attracfting the inhabitants to

the vicinity of the Pirseus. On that fide, and to

the well, we fee, in the environs of the citadel, at

different intervals, rocks and eminences * covered

in general with houles. On our right we have the

rifing ground on which Hands the Areopaguj, on

the left that of the Mufeum, and towards the centre

tha: oi the Pnyx, where, as I have faid, the general

affembly is fometimes held. We here may ob-

ferve to what a height the two parties that divide

Athens carry their mutual jealoufy. As from the

top of this hill the Pirseus may be diftinftly feen,

there was a time when the orators, turning* their

eyes towards the harbour, ufed every art to induce

the people to facrifice every other objed; to their

navy. The partifans of the ariflocracy, deeply

offended at this, alleged that the lirft legiflators

had only favoured agriculture, and that Themif-

tocles, by uniting the city to the Piraeus, and thus

connefting the fea and land, had increafed the

number of the failors, and the power of the multi-

tude. Accordingly, after the taking of Athens,

the firft meafure adopted by the thirty tyrants

appointed by Lyfander was to turn the roftrum

f Whcl, Journ. book 5, p. 338. Spon, Chandl. kc.
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from which the orators harangued the people to-

ward the land, whereas it before had always fronted

the fea ".

I have not taken notice of feveral edifices fitu-

ated on the fides and in the environs of the citadel.

Such, among others, are the Odeum and the

temple of Jupiter Olympius. The former is a

kind of theatre built by Pericles for mufical com-

petitions^. In it the fix junior archons fometimes

hold their meetings ^. The roof, which is fup-

ported by columns, is built with the fragments of

lliips of the Perfian fleet defeated at Salamis''.

The temple of Jupiter Olympius was begun by

Pififtratus,' and would, it is faid, had it been

finifhed % have been the moft magnificent of

temples.

Your progrefs has been often interrupted, and

your eyes have been frequently aflonifhed and

delighted, in the road we have purfued from the

Pirsus to the place in which we now are. There

are few ftreets, few fquares in this city, in which

you will not meet with fimilar objefts to excite

and gratify curiofity. But do not rely wholly on

appearances. The edifice, the mofb uninviting

externally, fometimes contains a precious treafure

^ Plut. in Themlll. t. i. p. 121.
'' Meurf. in Ceram. cap. 1 i.

^ Demollh. in Neccr. p, 869.
^ Tlieophr. Charaft. cap. 3. Plut. in Pericl. t. 1. p. 160.
* Diciearch. Stat. GrjEC. ap. Gcogr. Mln. t. ii. p. 8. Meurf.

Allien. Attic, cap. 10.

0.4
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within. Towards the north, in the quarter of

Mclita, fee if you cannot difcern fome trees around

a houfe that is fcarccly diftinguifhable : that is the

abode of Phocion ^ On this other fide, in the

middle of thofe houfes, in a little temple dedicated

to Venus, is a picture of Zeuxis, reprefenting the

god of love crowned with rofes ^ ; lower down,

near that eminence, Hands another building, where

the rival of Zeuxis has made one of thofe eflays

which difcover a fuperior genius. Parrhafius,

perfuaded that it was within the reach of his art,

either by the expreffion of the countenance, or by

the attitude and air of the figures, to render the

qualities of the mind and heart perceptible to the

eye ^, undertook, in his portrait of the people of

Athens, to trace out the charader, or rather the

various charaders, of that violent, unjufl, gentle,

compaffionate, vain-glorious, crouching, haughty,

and timid people \ But how has he fucceeded in

this ingenious thought ? I will not deprive you of

the plcafure of the furprife
; you fhall judge for

yourfelf.

I have haftily accompanied you through the

city ; you are now to view, at one comprehenfive

glance, the adjacent country. To the eaft is

Mount Hymettus, which the bees enrich with

f Plut. in. Phoc. t. i. p. 750.
Z Ariftoph. Achavn, V. 99J. Schol, ibid, Suid. in 'AvSs/*.

^ Xenoph. Memor. lib. 3, p. 78 1.

' Plin, lib. 35, cap. 10, t. ii. p, 693,
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their honey, and which invites you by the fra-

grancy of its thyme. The IlilTus, that glides at

the foot of it, meanders round our walls ; above

you fee the gymnafia of the Cynofarges and the

Lyceum. To the north-wcil y ^u diicover the aca-

demy, and, a little farther, a hill named Colonos,

on which Sophocles has laid the fcene of his CEdi-

pus Coloneus. The Cephifus, after enriching thi^

diftri<5t with the tribute of its waters, at length min-

gles them with thofe of the Iliflus. Both thefc

ftreams are occafionally dry during the great heats

of fummer. The profpect is embeliifhed by hand-

fome country houfes which prefent themfelves to the

view on all fides.

I fliall conclude, by reminding you of what Ly-

fippus fays in one of his comedies :
" Whoever does

not defire to fee Athens is ftupid •, whoever fees it

without being delighted is ftill more ftupid •, but

the height of ftupidity is to fee it, to admire it, and

to leave it
'^.'*

^ Dlcasarch. Stat. Graec. p. lo. Hcnr. Steph. Lucub. in

Dicjcarch. cap. 3. In Thcf. Antiq. Grsec. t. xi.
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CHAP. XIII.

Batik of Mantinea *.—Death of Epaminondas,

GREECE was now on the eve of an import-

ant revolution ; Epaminondas was at the head

of an army ; and on his viflory or defeat finally de-

pended the queftion, whether the Lacedsemonians or

Thebans were to give law to the other ftates of

Greece. The opportunity appeared favourable to

him for haflening this decifion.

He left Tegea, in Arcadia, in the beginning of

the night, with the view of furprifmg Lacedasmon ^

This city is entirely expoied, and had at that time

none but children and old men for its defenders,

part of the troops being then in Arcadia, and the

remainder on their march thither under the com-

mand of Agefilaus. The Thebans arrived at

break of day ^^ but found Agefilaus ready to re-

ceive them. Informed by a defercer of the march

* In the 2d year of the 104th Olympiad, the T2th of the

tnonth Scirophorion, correfponding with the 5th of July of the

JuKan proleptic year, 362 before Chrift.

' Xenoph. Hill. Grasc. lib. 7, p. 643. Polyaen. Stratag. Hb.2,

cap. 3, § 10.

» Diod. Sic. lib. I 5, p. 392.
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of Epam-uondas, he had returned home with ex-

traordinary celerity, and his foldiers already occu-

pied the moft important ftations. The Thcban ge-

neral, furprifed without being dilcouraged, ordered

fevcrai attacks. He had penetrated to the forum ",

and made himfelf mafter of one part of the city,

when Agefilaus, then near eighty years of age, lift-

ening only to the dilates of dcfpair", rufhed into

the midil of danger, and, feconded by the brave Ar-

chidamus his fon, repulfed the enemy, and com-

pelled them to retire.

On tliis occafion, Ifadas performed an a<5lion

that excited at once the admiration and the fevere

animadverfion of the magiftrates. This Spartan,

fcarccly out of his childhood, beautiful as the god

of love himfelf, and valiant as Achilles, armed only

with a lance and fword, rufhed through the Lace-

daemonian battalions, fell impetuoufly on the The-

bans, and laid at his feet all who attempted to with-

ftand his fury. The ephori decreed him a crown

in honour of the courage he had difplayed, but im-

pofed on him a fine for having fought without either

cuirafs or buckler p.

Epaminondas was not molefled in his retreat

;

but a viftory was become neceffary, that the fai-

lure of his enterprife might be forgotten. He

" Polyb. lib. 9, p. 54.7.
o Pint, in Agef. t. i.p. 615.
P Id. ibid.
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therefore marched into Arcadia, where the princi-

pal forces of Greece were then united ', and the

two armies foon came in fight of each other.

That of the Lacedsemonians and their allies con-

fided of more than twenty thoufand foot, and near

two thoufand horfe •, the army of the Theban

league, of thirty thoufand infantry, and about

three thoufand cavalry ''.

Never did Epaminondas difplay greater mili

tary talents than on this occafion. In his order of

battle, he followed the (dme principles which had

procured him the vidory of Leu6lra\ One of his

wings, in the form of a column, fell upon the Lace-

demonian phalanx, which probably would never

have been broken, had he not haftened thither in

perfon to animate his troops by his example, and

to reinforce them by a chofen body of men. The

enemy, difmayed at his appearance \ gave way,

and took to flight ; he purfued them with an ar-

dour which he could no Icnger reflrain, and found

himfelf farrounded by a body of Spartans, who

poured on him a fhower of javelins. After long

warding off death, and making a crowd of war-

riors bite the dull, he fell by a javelin, the point of

which remained broken in his breaft. The ho-

1 Xenoph. Hift. Grsc. lib. 7, p. 647.
' Diod. Sic. lib. 15, p. 393.
* Folard, Traite de la Colon, cap. 10, dans le ler vol, de la

Trad, de Polybe, p. Ixi.

» Diod. Sic. lib. 15, p. 325,
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nour of carrying off his body brought on a renewal

of the battle, as warm and bloody as the former

attack ; but his companions, redoubling their ex-

ertions, had at length the melancholy confolation of

conveying the hero to his tent.

On the other wing, the fate of the battle long

hung in fufpenfe. By the prudent difpofitions of

Epaminondas, the Athenians had it not in their

power to iecond the Lacedaemonians . Their

cavalry attacked that of the Thebans, was repulfed

with lofs, again rallied, and cut in pieces a de-

tachment polled by the enemy upon the neigh-

bouring heights. Their infantry was on the point

of flying, when the Eleans haftened to their aJTift-

ance *.

The wound of Epaminondas ftaid the carnage,

and fufpended the fury of the foldiers. Both ar-

mies, equally ftruck with aftonilhment, remained

in inaflion'^: the retreat was founded on both

fides, and a trophy was ereded on the field of

battle *.

Epaminondas ftill breathed. His friends, his

officers were difTolvcd in tears around his bed ; and

the whole camp refounded with the cries of grief

and defpair. The phyfician had declared that he

would expire the inllant the iron fhoukl be ex-

" Xenoph. Hift. Grace, lib. 7, p. 646.
* Died. Sic. lib. 15, p. 394.
T Jullin. lib. 6, cap. 7.

* DIod. Sic. lib, 15, p. 596.

5
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traded from his wound *. All his fears were left

his fhield fhould have fallen into the hands of the

enemy. It was fhewn him, and he kiffed it as the

inftrument of his glory and his labours ''. He
feemed anxious concerning the fate of the battle.

He was told that the Thebans were vidtorious. " It

is well," replied he, " I have lived long enough *^.**

He then ordered Diaphantus and lollidas, generals

whom he thought worthy to fucceed him, to be fent

for. He was informed that they were dead. " Ad-

vife the Thebans then," faid he, " to conclude a

peace**." He now ordered the point of the javelin

to he drawn out •, and one of his friends exclaiming,

in the diftradion of his grief: " You die, Epami-

nondas ! had you but left any children !" "1 leave,"

anfwered he expiring, " two immortal daughters

;

the vidories of Leuctra and Mantinea ^"

His death was preceded by that of Timagenes,

the kind and affedionate friend who had brought

me into Greece. He had fuddenly difappcared, a

week before the battle. A letter, left by him on the

table of his niece Epicharis, informed us that he was

gone to join Epaminondas, with whom he had pre-

concerted meafures during his refidence at Thebes,

" Diod. Sic. lib. ic,p. 396.
'' Cicer. de Finib. lib. 2, cap. 30, t. ii. p. 135. Id. Epifl,

Famil. lib. 5, epift. 12, t. vii. p. 163. Juflin.ibid. cap. 8.

*= Diod. Sic. lib. 15, p. 396. Nep. in Epam. cap. 9.
^ Plut. Apopht. t. ii. p. 194.
<= Diod. Sic. lib. 15, p. 396.
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but that it was his intention fpeedily to return never

to leave us more. If the gods, added he, fhould

otherwife ordain, remember all that Anacharfis has

done for me, nor forget what you have promifed to

do for him.

My heart felt the fevered pangs when I read this

letter. I wifhed inftantly to follow him -, it was

my duty fo to do •, but Timagenes had but too well

concerted liis precautions to prevent me. ApoUo-

dorus, who at his requeft had juft obtained for me
the privileges of a citizen of Athens, reprefented to

me the impofllbility of bearing arms againft my
new country, without expofing him and his family.

This confideration prevailed, and I did not follow

my friend ; I was not witnefs of his heroic actions ;

and I did not perilh with him !

His image is ever prefent to my mind. Thirty-

years have fince elapfed, yet is it but a moment that

I have loft him. Twice have I attempted his eulo-

gium, twice has it been obliterated by my tears.

But had I even pofTefled the power to finilh, I

Ihould have had tlie relblution to fupprefs it. The

virtues of an obfcure man are interefting only to his

friends, nor can they even claim to be held forth as

an example.

The troubles ofGreece were eventually increafed

by the battle of Mantinea^-, but its immediate

' Xenoph. Hift. Grxc. lib. 7, cap. 647.
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effecEt was to terminate the war s. The Athenians,

previous to their departure, took care to collect

the bodies of their countrymen who had fallen in

battle •, and after they were confumed on the fune-

ral pile, their bones were carried to Athens, and a

day was fixed for the ceremony of their laft obfe-

quies, at which one of the principal magiftrates

prefided^.

This began by expofing under a large tent the

coffins of cyprefs wood which contained the bones

of the deceafed. Such as had loft any relation,

both, men and women, came there from time to

time to make libations, and acquit themfelves of

the duties enjoined by religion and natural affec-

tion '. Three days after, the coffins, placed on as

many cars as there are tribes, proceeded flowly

through the city to the Ceramicus without the

walls, where funereal games were exhibited*

They were then depofited in the earth, after their

friends and relations had bathed them for the laft

time with their tears •, and an orator, publicly ap-

pointed for the occafion, rifing up, pronounced the

funeral eulogium of thefe brave warriors ^. Each

tribe ercflcd cippi or half columns over the tombs

of its Ibldiers, on which were inlcribed their names

2 Pint, in Agef. t. i. p. 6l6.
^ Poll. lib. 8, cap. y, § 91.
' Thucyd. lib. 2, cap. 34.

^ L\i\ Orat. Funcb. p. 26 et 27.

and
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and thofe of their fathers, their birth place, and

name of the place near which they fell.

The road leading from the city to the academy

is lined with thele cippi ^ Others are feen fcat-

tered in aifferent places in the vicinity. Here lie

thofe who fell in the war of i^gina-, there thofe

who were Qain in Cyprus ; farther on fuch as pe-

rifhed in the Sicilian expedition. It is impo^ ble

to advance a ftep without treading on the afhes of a

hero, or of a viftim facrificed to his country. I faw

the foldiers Who were returned from Peloponne-

fus, and had attended at the ceremony, ftrrying

Among thefe funeral monuments, pointing out to

6ach other the names of their anceftors and fa-

thers, and feeming to anticipate the honours which

were one day to be paid to their own memories.

I Paufan. lib. if cap. 29.

Vol. it. R
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CHAP. XIV.

Of the prefent Government of Athens,

AS I fliall fometimes make a tranfition fronv

one fubjedl to another without apprizing

the reader, it is necefTary to juftify my method.

Athens was my ufual place of refidence ; though

frequently, in company with my friend Philotas, I

made excurfions into the neighbouring or more

diftant countries, from whence we again returned

to that city. At every interval of my flay I re-

fumed my refearches, and gave the preference to

fome particular objefl. The order of this work

therefore is, as I have already faid, only that of a

journal, in which, to the narrative of my travels,

and the recital of remarkable events, I have added

fuch obfervations as I could coUedl: on interefting

fubje6ts. I had begun by an enquiry into the

Athenian government, of which, in my introduc-

tion, I contented myfelf with developing the general

principles ; I fhall now enter into more extenfive

details, and confider it with the changes and abufes

that have been fucceflively introduced by a feries

of unhappy circumftances.
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The cities and towns of Attica are divided into

one hundred and feventy-four departments or

diftrid's "", which are again united into, and fornij

ten tribes. All the citizens, thofe even who refide

at Athens, belong to one of thefe diftrids, are

obliged to enrol their names in its regifters, and

by that a6t are confequently claffcd in one or

other of the tribes.

Towards the end of every year ", the tribe's fepa-

rately aflemble to ele6l a fenate, confifting of five

hundred dLputies, who muft have attained at leaft

the age of thirty °. Each of thefe tribes eleds fifty,

to which the fame number of fubfidiaries are add-

ed^ to fupply the places that may fall vacant by

the death or irregular condu6b of 'any of the adling

deputies ''. Both deputies and fubllitutes are

chofen by lot ^.

The new fenators mufl: underq-o a rio-orous fcru-

tiny""; for irreproachable morals are required in

men appointed to govern others. They afterward

take an oath, by which they promife, among other

things, to give none but falutary counfel to the

republic, to judge according to the liws, to fend

" Strab. lib. 9, p. 896. Euftath. in Iliad, lib. 2, p. 284.

Corfin. Faft. Art, t. i. diflcrt. 5.
" Argum. ill AnJrct. Orat. p. 697. Petit. Leg. Att, p. 186,
° Xcnoph, iVlemoiab. lib. I, p« 7i7«

IP

Harpocr. in 'E'caXxx'

s Id. ibid. Andocid. de Myfl. part. 2, p. 13.
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no citizen to prifon who is able to find bail, unlefs

accufed of a confpiracy againft the llate, or of em-

bezzling the public revenue ^

The fenate eledled by the reprefentatives of the

ten tribes, is naturally divided into ten clafies, each

of which by turns has the pre-eminence over the

others. This pre-eminence is determined by lot"^,

and its duration limited to the fpace of thirty-fix

days for the four firft claiTes, and thirty-five for

the others ".

The clafs which poffefles this temporary fupc-

riority over the reft, is named the clafs of the pry-

tanes % and is maintained at the public expence %
in a place called the Prytaneum. But as it is yet

too numerous colled:ively to exercife its functions,

it is fubdivided into five decurise or committees,

each compofed of ten proedri or prefidents ; the

feven feniors of whom, during feven fuccefllve

days, occupy alternately the chief place: the three

others never attain this fituation during the whole

year.

He who fills it, is confidered as the chief of the

fenate, and his fundions are fo important, that it

5 Petit. Leg. Alt. p. 192.
' Argum. in Androt. Orat. p. 697. Suld. in npt^r.

»» Suid. ib. Pet. Leg. Att. p. 189. Corfm. Faft. Att. diff. 2,

p. T03.
" Harpocr. et Suid. in Ufvr.

y Demofth. de Gor. p. 501. Poll. lib. 8, cap. 15, § 1^5.
Ammon. r.p. Harpocr. in Q6x.

2 Argum, in Androt. ut fupra.
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has been thought proper to entruft him with his

authority only for one day. He it is who generally

propofes the fubjcfts of difcufnon ; colleds the fuf-

frages of the fenate -, and, during the fhort duration

of his office, has the feal of the republic, the keys

of the citadel, and thofe of the treafury of Minerva,

in his cuftody ^.

Thefe various arrangements, always determined

by lot, are intended to maintain the mod perfect

degree of equality among the citizens, and as bar-

riers for the greater fafety of the ftate. Not an

Athenian but may become a member and chief of

the higheft body of the republic ; not an indi-

vidual but may, by merit or intrigues, have an

opportunity to abufe an authority confided to him,

though but for a few rnoments.

The nine other claflies, or chambers of the fenate,

have in like manner a prefident at their head, who

is changed at each meeting, and is each time drawr^

for by lor, by the chief of the prytanes ''. On cer-

tain occafions, thefe nine prefidents carry the de-

crees of che fenate to the general afl'embly •, and

the firft in order of them collefls the fuffrages of

the peopled On others, this is performed by the

chief of the prytanes, or one of his affiPtants'' *.

* Suid. in 'ttffKT. Argum. Orat. Demoith. in Androt. p. 697.
^ Harpocr. in O^osJ. et in 'E'^i.-dr. Petir. Leg. Att. p. 191.
' Cprlin. Faft. Att. t. i. p. 276 et 286.
•1 Arillopli. in Acharn. v. 60. Schol. ibid, Thucyd. lib* 6»

cap. 14. Ifocr. de Pac. t. i. p. 368 ; et alii.

* Sec note at the end of the volume.
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The fcnate is annually re-ele6ted, and is ex-

pefted, while its authority continues, to exclude

thofe of its members whofe condud: has been re-

prehenfible % and to deliver up its accounts pre-

vious to its diflblution^ If the people are fatif-

ficd with its condu6l, they decree it a crown ; a

reward which is withheld when it has neglefted

to build gallies ^. The members who compofe it

receive a drachma^ a day for their attendance*.

It meets every day, except on feftivals, and days

confidered as unfortunate '. It is the duty of the

prytanes to convene it, and to prepare the fubjedls

of deliberation. As it repreferits the tribes, it is

in its turn reprefented by the prytaiies, who, con-

ftantly colleded in one place, are always at hand

to watch over fuch dangers as may threaten the

republic, and to give timely notice to the fcnate.

During the thirty five or thirty-fix days that the

clafs of prytanes are in office, the people aflfemble

four times'' ; and thefe four afl!emblies, which fall

on the nth, the 20th, 30th, and 33d days of the

prytany, are called ordinary aflemblies.

• ^fchin. in Timarch. p, 277. «

' Id. in I'tefipli. p. 430 et 43 1.

B Demodh. adv. Androt. p. 700. Arg. ejufd, Orat.
*> Hefych. n ByA.

* Eighteen fols (or nine pence),
' Pet. Leg Att. p. 193.
^ A rift. ap. Harpocr. in Kv^ix. Sij^on. de Rep. Athen. lib. 2,

cap. 4. Putt. Archseolpg, Grasc. Ub. i, cap. 17. Pet. Lcgt
Att, p, 196.
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On the firft of thefe days they confirm or re-

move the magiflrates juft entered into office ^. The

garrifons and fortrefles that conflitute the fecurhy

of the ftate arc the next objedls of confideration ^,

as well as certain public informations ; and the

aflembly concludes by publifhing the confifca-

tions of property ordered by the courts of juflice ".

On the fecond, every citizen who has previoufly

depofned on the altar an olive-branch bound with

a facred fillet, may freely difcourfe on all fubjeifls

relative to the admin iftration and government.

The third is fet apart to receive heralds and am-

bafladors who have firft given an account of their

mifTion", or prefented their credentials to the

fenate p. The fourth is appropriated to religious

matters, fuch as feltivals, facrifices, &c.

The objedl of thefe aflemblies being known, and

their difcuffions frequently uninrerefting, it became

necefTary, not long fmce, to drag the people thither

by violence, or to force them by penalties to give

attendance^. But they are more affiduous fmcc

the government has adopted the meafure of grant-

ing three oboli* as a reward for their appear-

> Poll. lib. 8, cap. 9, ^95.
"> Arid. ap. Harpocr. ibid.

« Poll. ibid.
o ^fch. de Fair. Leg. p. 397 et 402. Demofth. de FalT.

Leg. p. 296 et 298.
P Poll. lib. 8, cap. 9, § 96.
q Ariftoph. Acharn. v. 22. Schol. ibid,

* Nine fols (or four-pence baltpenny)-.
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ance ' •, and as there is no punifhment for abfence,

it unavoidably happens that the poorer fort attend

in greater numbers than the rich ; a circumftance

very confonant to the fpirit of democracies ^

Befides thefe aflemblies, extraordinary ones are

held when the ftate is menaced with approaching

danger ^ Thefe are convoked by the prytanes ",

and more frequently by the commanders of the

troops*, in the name and with the permilfion of

the fenate. When circumftances permit, the in-

vitation is extended to all the inhabitants of

Attica ^.

Women cannot be prefent at the public aflcm-

bly, nor have men that right till they have pafled

their twentieth year. This privilege is forfeited

by him who is ftigmatized with infamy; and a

ftranger who fhould ufurp it, is punifliable by

death, inafmuch as he is deemed to have ufurped

the fovereign powers or obtained the means of

betraying the fecrets of the ftate ^.

The meeting of the aflembly begins very early in

» Ariftoph. in Pint. v. 330. Id. In Ecclef. v. 292 et 308,
Pet. Leg. Att. p. 205.

» Xenoph. Memorab. p. 775. Arlftot. de Rep. lib. 4, cap. 13,

t. ii. p. 378.
' JEkh. de Falf. Leg, p. 406. Poll. lib. 8, cap. 9, ^ 116.
' jElch. ibid. p. 403-, t 404.
* Demoith. de Cor. p. 478, 484, et 500.
y Hefych. in KaranX.
^ Efprit des Luis, liv. 2, chap. 2.

3 Liban. declam. 28, t. i. p. 617.

I
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the morning^, and is held either In the theatre of

Bacchus, in the public maket, or in a fpacious place

Dear the citadel, named the Pnyx'=. Six thouland

fuffrages are requifite to give the force of law to

feveral of its decrees'^. It is no% however, at all

times pradicable to obtain this number ; and during

the whole courfe of the Peioponnefian war it was

found impoffible to colledl more than five thoufand

citizens^ in the general alfrmbly.

The chiefs of the fenate on important occafions

prefide at the aflfemblies % and the whole fenate

is prefent at them in a body. The military

officers have a diftinguifhed place alTigned them s,

and the city guard, compofed of Scythians, attends

to maintain order *>.

When every one is feated ', and the place in

which the affembly meets lullrated by the blood

of viftims '', a herald rifes up and repeats a form

of invocation, which is pronounced alfo in the

fenate as often as they proceed to deliberation '.

With thefe prayers, addrefled to Heaven for the

profperity of the (late, are intermngled dreadtul

*> Arilloph. in Ecclef. v. 736.
' Sigon. de Rep. Athcn. lib. 2, cap. 4.
^ Demollh. in Ncser, p. 875. Id. in Timocr. p. 780.
« Thucyd. lib. 8, cap. 72.
f Ariftoph. ' chol. in Acharn. v. 60.
i iEfchin. de Faif. Legat. p. 40S.
*» Ariftoph. in Acharn. v. 54. Schol. ibid.

* Arilloph. in Equit. v. 751 et 782. Id. in Ecclef. v. 165.
^ ..Efchin. in Timarch. p. 263. Ariftoph. in Acharn. v. 43.

Schol. ad verf. 44.
* Dcmoflh. de Falf. Leg. p. 304.
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imprecations againft the orator who fliall have re-

ceived prefents to deceive the people, the fenate,

or the tribunal of the Heliaftae '". The fubjed for

deliberation is next propofed to the aflembly,

which is generally contained in a preliminary de-

cree of the fenate, and is read with a loud voice".

The herald then proclaims :
" Let every citizen,

who can give uieful counfel to his country, afcend

the roflrum, beginning by thoie who are more

than fifty years of age,'* For it was formerly ne-

ceiTary to have pafled that ap;e to be permitted to

fpeak firil on any fubj'-^CL under deliberation ; but

this regulation is now neglected", as well as many

others.

Although from this moment every man prefent

is at perfect liberty to addrefs the affembly, yet we

rarely fee any other than the ftate orators avail

themfelves of this privilege. Thefe are ten citi-

zens diftinguiihed by their abilities, and efpecially

employed to defend the intcrefts of the country in

the afTvriTibiies of the fenate and the people •*.

When the queftion is fufficiently difcuflcd, the

proedri, or prefidents of the lenate, call for a de-

ciGon of the people on the decree that is propofed

to them. Sonetimes they give their fuffrages by—.—

—

^

*" Demofth. in Ariftocr. p. 741. Diccsarch. in Ariilog. p. 107,
" Demollh. de Falf. L,tg. p. 299.
• /Efchin. in Tim. p. 264 ; in Ctefiph. p. 428.
P Ariftot. ap. Schol. Arlftoph.Vefp. v. 689. ALkh. in Cteftph.

|). 428. Plut. X. Rhet. Vit. t. ii. p. ^50.

«
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ballot, but oftener by holding np of hands •, which

is a fignal of approbation. The majority of fuf-

frages once afcertained, and the decree read a third

time without oppofition, the prefidents dilmifs the

afiembly, which breaks' up v/ith the fame noile

and tumult as have prevailed through the whole

courfe of the deliberations ^.

On certain occafions, when the popular leaders

have reafon to dread the influence of powerful

men, they have recourfe to a method occafic^nally

pra6tifcd in other cities of Greece '. They propofe

voting by tribes % and the vote of each tribe is al-

ways in the power of the poorer fort, who are

more numerous than the rich.

By thefe various modes is it that the fupreme

authorty, which refu'es efTentially in the people,

manifells its pleafure. It is the people who decide

on peace and war \ who receive ambafilidors, who

confirm or abrogate lav/s, Vv^ho nominate to almofl:

every office, impoie taxes, grant the privileges of

a citizen to foreigners, and decree rewards to thofe

who have rendered fervice to iheir country ".

The fenate is the permanent council of the peo-

ple. The members of this body are generally

•! Arift >r(h. Acharn. v. 24. Plat, de Rep. lib. 6, t. ii. p. 492.
" itnerr PolioT. Comment, cap. 1 1.

- X "uopli Hift. GrT?c. lib. I, p. 449.
» Tiiucyd. lib. 1, cap. 139. Dcraolth. de Falf. Leg, p. 2 y6.

^fchin. de F.V.f. L' j^. p. 404.
" Thucyd. Xenoph. Diirnollh. Sec, Sigon. de Rep. Athen.

lib. 2, cap. ^.

4
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perfons of knowledge and ability. The fcrutiny

they have undergone previous to their entrance

into OiBce, proves at lead that their condu6l has

been thought irreproachable, and is a prefumption

in favour of the reftitude of their intentions.

The people can enad nothing which has not

firfl: met with the approbation of the fenate. It is

to the fenate, in the firft inftance, that all decrees *

relative to the adminiftration or government mufl

be p^tfented by the chief of the company, or one

of the prefidents *. They are then difcufled by

the public orators, and modified, accepted, or re-

jefted, by a majority of votes, in a body of five

hundred citizens, moft of whom having filled the

higheft offices of the republic, unite information

to experience,

Decrees, as they are pafTed by them, and pre-

vious to their being confirmed by the people,

remain in force during the exilknce of the fenate >';

but the ratification of the people can alone give

them a durable authority.

Such was the in(litution of S.olon, whofe inten-

tion it was that the people Iliould have it in their

power to do nothing v/ithout the fenate, and that

their proceedings fhould be fo regulated, as to

* See note at tlie end of the volume.
' Demoflh. in Leptin. p. 5 a ; de Cor. p. 500 ; in Androt.

p. 699. Liban. Argum. in eana. Orat. p. 696. Plut. in Solon.

t. i. p. 8H. Harpocr. in rifo^dX.

? Deaiofth. in Arifloa-. p. 740. Ulpian. p. 766.
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produce the greateil poffible advantages with the

feweft fources of difllnfion. But to effed: and

maintain this happy harmony, it would have been

expedient to inveft the fcnate with the means of

awing the people.

But as this body changes every year, and its

officers every day, it has neither time nor intereit

fufficient to retain any portion of authority ; and

as, at the expiration of ics annual fundions, it has

honours and favours to look up for from the peo-

ple % it is reduced to confider them in the light

of its benefadtors, and confequently its mailers.

There is in truth no real fubje6l of divifion be-

tween thefe two bodies •, but the inconveniences

refulting from their jealoufy would be lefs dan-

serous than that union which now fubfiils between

them. The decrees approved of by the fenate

are not only rejected in the aifembly of the people,

but we every day fee fimple individuals fubilitute

others in their room, the offspring of their private

opinions, which are eagerly adopted by the multi-

tude, without any previous knowledge of their

tendency. To this licentioufnefs, the prefidents

oppofe their right of terminating all difputes.

Sometimes they direct the people to deliberate,

only on the decree of the fenate; fometimes they

endeavour to make the new propofuions fall to the

* Dcmollh. in AnJrot. p. 700.
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ground, by refufing to put them to the vote, and

by poftponing the difcuflion to the next aflembly.

But the multitude almoft always revolt againft

the exercife of a right that prevents them from

deliberating, or thwarts their views, and by tumuU

tuous clamour compel the leaders who oppofe

their will to refign their places to other prefidents,

who inftantly gratify them in the enjoyment of a

liberty of which they are fo jealous ^.

Simple individuals now poffcfs an influence In

the public deliberations which (hould appertain

only to the fenate"*. Some of thefe are fadious

perfons of the loweft exira6lion, who hurry away

the multitude by their effrontery ; others, wealthy

citizens, who corrupt them by a falfe liberality.

But thofe who have the moft weight are men of

eloquence, who, laying afide every other occupa-

tion, devote their whole time to the adminiltration

of the ftate.

Thefe generally make their firft eifays in the

courts of juftice -, and when they have there dif.

tinguifbed themfelves by their oratory, they then,'

under pretext of ferving their country, but more

frequently to promote their ambitious views, enter

into a nobler track, and undertake the arduous

talk of inilru6ling the fenate, and guiding the

=« iElch. dc Fair. Leg. p. 408. Xenoph. Hift. Grtec. lib. i,

p. 449-
b DemofHi. Olynth. 3, p. 39. Id. de Ord. Rep. p. I26.

AriAot, de Rep. lib. 4, cap. 4, p. 369.
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people. Their prcfftfllon, to which they dedicate

themfelves at an early period of lifc*^, requires,

with the facriBcc of their liberty, profound know-

ledge and exalted genius. For it is not luffi*cient

for an orator to be minutely acquainted with the

hiflory, the laws, the neccflities, and forces of the

republic, and the relative fituation of the neighbour-

ing and remote powers ''
•, to follow with a fteadfaft

eye thofe rapid or more tardy efforts that all itutcs

are perpetually exerting againft each ether, and thole

almoil imperceptible m.otions which are internally

working their deilru-flion ; to avoid alarming the

jeaioufy of the feeble and allied nations, and to dif-

concert the meafores of the powerful and hcftiici to

difcriminate, in fine, the real intercfts of the coun-

try amidft a multitude of combinations and con-

nexions : he muft alfo be able to enforce on the

public mind thofe great truths, with the importance

of which he is himfelf fenfi bly impreffed -, he muft

learn to be moved neither by the menaces nor

the applaufes of the people •, to brave the liatred of

the Y.ch by fubje£l:ing them to heavy impofts, that

of the multitude by forcing them from their plea-

fure or rcpofe, and that of the other orators by

dete<5llng and difcovering their intrigues ; he mull

be prepared to be refponfible alike for events which

he had it not in his power to prevent, and for
...... ""

k,—
^ iEfchin. Epift. 12, p. 213.
* Ariitot. Rhetor, lib. i, cap. 4, t. ij. p. 520 ; ibid. cap. 8.
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thofe it was impoflible to forefee *= ; to be th«

victim, by his difgr-icc, of projedts that have proved

abortive, and fometiines even of thofe which have

been juitified by fuccefs •, to appear full of confi-

dence in the hour of imminent danger and univerfal

terror, and by prompt expedients to re-animate

declining hope -, to fly to the neighbouring ftates,

and with them form powerful leagues ; to enkindle

an ardent thirft for war by the enthufiafm of li-

berty i and, after performing the duties of the

ftatefman, the orator, and ambaffador, to repair to

the field of battle, and feal with his blood the ad-

vice he has given to the people from the roftrum.

Such is the lot of thofe who are at the head of

the government. The laws, forefeeing the empire

that men at once fo ufeful and fo dangerous may
afiiime over the minds of the people, have or-

dained that their abilities ihould not be called

into exertion till ample teftimony can be borne

to their moral conduct. They exclude from the

roftrum ^ the man who fhall be proved to have

{Iruck his parents, or who has denied them the

means of fubfiftence : for how can he feel the love

of his country, whofe heart is jfhut to the fentiments

of nature? They exclude the citizen who has

diflipated the inheritance of his father, fmce he

c Demofth. de Cor. p. 513.
^iEfchin. adv. Timarch. p. 264.

would
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V/ouId lavilh the treafurcs of the (late with dill

creater unconcern : the man alfo who has no legi-

timate offspring ', or pofTeffes no property in At-

tica ; for without thefe ties, his attachment to the

republic can be at beft but vague and equivocal,

fince it is not ftrengthened by private intcfrcft:

whoever likewife has refufed to take arms at the

command of the general '^j abandoned his fliield in

battle, or addiftcd himfclf to fliameful pleafures, is

not permitted to fpeak in the afiembly, becaufe

cowardice and corruption, almoft infcparablc com-

panions, would expofe his mind to every fpecics

of treachery ; befides that no man who is unable

either to defend his country by his valour, or edify

it by his example, can be worthy to inllrud it by

his counfel.

Tiie orator then muft afcend the roftrum with

the confcioufnefs and authority of an irreproach-

able private life. It is to be obferved likewife,

that formerly thofe who fpoke in public, accom-

panied their harangues only with a \ noble, fedate,

and artlefs a6lion, fimple as the virtues which they

praftifed, and the truths it was their object to de-

cl::re ; nor is it yet forgotten th.it Themiftoclcs,

Ariftides, and Pericles, almoft motionlefs on the

tribunal, and with their hands concealed in their

e Din. adv. Demofth. in Open Demofth. p. iSa.
•^ ^lilchin. adv. Timaich. p. z6^.

Vol. II. S
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mantles ', derived as much weight from the gravi-ty

of their demeanour, as from the powers of their

eloquence.

Far from imitating thefe examples, the modern

orators in general exhibit in their features, their ex-

clamations, their geflures, and their garments '', no-

thin^ but an extravagant agitation, and a difgufting

indecency.

This however is but a trifling fymptom of the

infamy of their general condud. Some fell their

talents and their honour to powers at enmity with

Athens •, others have wealthy citizens at their

command, who, by a tranfient fervility, hope to

attain the higheft offices -, while all, waging with

each other a perpetual war of reputation and of

jntereft, afpire to the glory and emolument of go-

verning the moft enlightened people of Greece and

of the world.

Hence thofe cabals and divifions which are

inceffantly fermenting in the heart of the republic,

and breaking out with violence in the tumultuous

ailemblies : for the people, fo fervile in their obe-

dience, fo terrible v»?hen they obtain the fway, carry-

thither, with their natural iic^ntioufnefs of manners,

that abhorrence of reflraint which they deem a

precious portion of their fovereignty. There all

their palTions are extreme, and their exceffes paficd

» JEfchin. in Timarch. p. 264,
^ Flut. in Nic. 1. 1. p. 528.
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bvsr with impunity. Thither the orators repair,

like fo many chicis of parties, now feconded by

military officers whofe prote6tion they have Te-

cured, and nov/ attended by fatlious adherents

vvhole fury they can moderate at pleafure. No
fooncr do they make their appearance in the lilVs,

than they commence the attack by infults ' which

animate the multitude, or by ftrokes of pleafantry

which tranfport them beyond themlelves. Pre-

fently the clamours, the applaufes, the burfls of

laughter"^, that arife from all fides, ftifle the voice

of the fenators who prefide at the affembly, of the

guards ftationed on every fide to maintain order",

nay even of the orator", who fees his decree fall to

the ground by the fame paltry artifices that fo

often overthrow a dramatic piece at the theatre of

Bacchus.

In vain ha« a remedy been for fome time paft

attempted, by ordering one of the ten tribes,

drawn by lot at each aflembly, to take their Rations

around tl^.e rollrum to prevent confufion, and fly

to the fuccGur of the violated laws ^
: they are

themfelvcs hurried along by the torrent v/hich they

are endeavouring to ftem •, and the futility of their

^ Ariftopli. in Ecclef. p. 142. iEl'ch. in Ctellpb. p. 428.
" riat. de Rep. lib. 6, t. ii. p. 492. Demollh. dc Falf. Lcgat.

p. 297 et 310.
" Ariftopk in Acliani. v. 5J.. Scliol. ibitl.

° Ariftoph. ibid. v. c;;. JDemollh. de Falf. Legat. p. 300
ctsio.

^^
P -ALfchin. in Tim. p. 265 ; in Ctcfiph. p. 428.

S 2
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afTiftance ferves only to evince the magnitude of

an evil, perpetuated not only by the nature of the

government, but ftiii more by the charader of the

Athenians.

In facl, that people, highly fufceptible as they arc

of lively and tranfient icnfations, ftand diftinguillied

beyond all other nations, for uniting the rnofl: dif-

cordanc qualities, and fuch as m^ay moft eafily be

abufed to milleadthem.

Hiftory rcprefents them to us, fometimes as an

old dotard who may be deceived with impunity *,

or as an infant who requires continual amufement*,

and fometimes as difplaying the difcernmcnt and

fentimeits of elevated minds ; as pafllonately fond

of pleafure and of liberty, of indolence and of

glory i as intoxicated with flattery, yet receiving

merited reproach with applaufe ; as pofTefllng

fufficient penetration to apprehend at a word the

plans propofed to them% but too impatient to liften

to the particulars, or to foreiee their confequences j

as making their magiftrates tremble before them,

and at tlie very moment pardoning their moft bit-

ter enemies ; as pafTing, v/ith th^^rapidity of light-

ning, from rage to compafTion, from defpondence

to infoltnce, from injuftice to repentance j as fickle-

bevond conception ; and fo frivolous \ that in the

1 /•>ni(Oj-li. Equit. v. 710, 749? &c.
r Plut. PrjEC. Ger. Reip. t. ii. p. 799.
s Th'icyd. l;h. 5, cnp. 38.
« -Piiii. lib. 35, cap. 10, t, ii. p. 6<ji. Corn. Ncp, la Timatli.

«ap. 3.

6
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moil ferlous, nay the mofl defperate fituation of af-

fairs, a fmgle word fpoken at random, a happy fally

of pleafantry, the fmalleft objedl, the moil trivial

incident, provided it be unexpeded, fufficcs to d;f-

pel their fears, or to divert them from their moft im-

portant interefts.

I'hus was it that the whole aflembly was once

feen to rife and run after a little bird that Al-

cibiades, when young, and fpcaking for the firfl:

time in public, had inadvertently fuffered to efcape

from his bofom ".

Thus alfo was it that about the fame time the

orator Cleon, who was become the idol of the Athe-

nians, v/ithout poffefTmg any portion of their efleem,

fported with the popular favour with impunity.

The people were alfembled, and waiting for him

with impatience, when he at length appeared to re-

queft them to defer the deliberation to another day,

becaufe, expelling fome foreigners of his acquaint-

ance to dine with him, he had not leifure to employ

himfelf about ftate affairs. The aflembly imme-

diately rofe, gave him loud plaudits, and the in-

fluence of the orator was but incrcafcd by this ex-

traordinary behaviour*.

I faw them myfelf one day extremely uneafy at

fome hoftilities that had lately been committed by

» I'lul. in Alcib. t. i.p. 195. Id. Pia;cept. Gcr. Rclp. t. ii.

P- 799-
* Pint, in Nic. t. i. p. 527. Id. Pracept. Gcr. Reip. ibid.

S 2



262 TRAVELS OF
Philip, and that threatened an immediate rupture.

At the moment when their minds were in the

greateil agitation, a very little and deformed man

ftood up to Ipeak. This was Leon, ambafiador

from Byzantium, v/ho, though his pcrfcnal ap-

pearance was of the mod unfavourable kind, pof-

feffed much of that wit and prefence of mind fo

highly pleafmg to the Athenians. At fight of

him, they burft into fuch violent fits of laugh-

ter, that Leon could fcarcely obtain a moment's

filence. At length he faid :
" VvHiat would you fay

then did you but fee my wife ? She hardly reaches

to my knees. Yet, little as we are, when we dif-

aeree, the city of Bvzantium is not krse enoup-h

to hold us." This pleafantry was fo fucc^fsful,

that the Athenians immediately granted the fjccours

he came to foiicit^'.

In a word, they have been known, after cxprefT-

jng the lUmoit indignation at fome intercepted let-

ters of Philip, which they ordered to be read before

them, to pay notwithftanding fo great a refpe6t to

the letters written by that prince to his queen, as to

order them to be fent to her unopened ".

As nothing is more eafy than to underfland

and to inflame the pafiions and tcftes of fuch

a people, it is alfo extremely eafy to acquire

their confidence, nor is it lefs fo to lofe it \ bur^

y Flur. Pi-oecept. Ger. Reip. t. II. p. 804.
_^ Id. Ibid, p, 799, .

'
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srhilll in favour, there is norhing which the popu-

lar leader may not fay or undertake, and he may

perfuade them to adopt good or evil meaUires with

an equal degree of ardour. When guided by firm

and virtuous men, they beftowed the offices of the

magiftracy, embaffics, and the command of armies,

only on great abilities united w.th virtue. In our

days, they have frequently made a choice at which

they fliould have bluflied ^
•, but it is the fault of

the flatterers who dircd them, flatterers as dangerous

as thole of tyrants "*, and who, like them, blufli only

when difgraced.

The fenate being dependent on the people, and

the people abandoning themfeives vv'ithoLit re-

lerve*^ to their favourite orators, by whom they are

mi fled, if any thing can preferve the democracy

it mufl: be private enmities **, it mufl; be the faci-

lity of profecuting an orator who makes an impro-

per ufe of his influence. In this cafe he is ac-

.cufed of tranfgrefllng the laws ; and as the charge

may be relative either to his perlon, or the nature

of the decree he has propofed % hence arife two

kinds of accufaticn to which he is perpetually

liable.

^ Eupol. ap. Stol . p. 239.
^ Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 4, cap, 4, t*. ii. p. 369.
= Demolth. olynth. 3, p. 39. Id. de Ord. Rep. p. 126. Id.

in Lept. p. 541.
^ Ji.k\un. In. Tim. p. 260. Melanth. ap. Plut. de Aud, Pot;:.

t. ii. p. 20.

* If.eiis wp. Harpocr. in p>)to§. 7^»^,

§ 4
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The obje(5t of the firil is to ftigmatizc him in

the eyes of his fellow-citizens. If he has received

prefcnts to betray his country, if his private con-

du(5l; be found fullied with any mark of infamy,

and efpeciaily v.'ith thofe crimes I have already

mentioned, and from v/hich his public fundions

require him to be exempt, every individual is then

permitted to commence a profecution againft him.

This profecution, which afTumes different names

according to the nature of the offence f,
is com-

menced before a magiftratc, who takes cognizance,

in the firft inftance, of the delinquency in queftion.

When the fault is trivial, he fentences him to a

trifling penalty ^ ; when more important, he refers

the cafe to a fuperior tribunal ; and if ihe crime be

proved, the accufcd, among other punifhments,

undergoes that of never more afcending the rof-

trum.

Nor have orators, whofe circumfpe6l conduct

{belters them from this firft fpecies of accufation,

lefs to apprehend on that account from the fecond,

which is termed an accufation on account of ille-

" galicy **.

Amidft that multitude of decrees we fee from

time to time enafted with the fanftion of the

fenate and the peoplq^ fome there are in manifeft

^ Harpocr. et Suld. in pyiTo^. <y§aJ.

g Poll. lib. B, cap. 6, p' 885.
•> Hume, Political Dilcouvfes, difc. 9, v. 2, p. 2.
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contradidlion to the welfare of the Hate, and which

it is important not to fuffer to fubfifl. But as they

were the a6ls of the legiflative power, it (hould feem

that no authority, no tribunal, is competent to an-

nul them. The people themfelves fhould not at-

tempt it, left the orators, who have already taken

them by furpriie % fhould again miflead them.

What refource then Ihall there be for the republic ?

A law, fmgular indeed at firft fight, but admirable in

its nature, and lb effential as to render it impofiible

either to fupprefs or to negleft it, without deilroying

the democracy ^
; I mean, the law that authorizes

the very loweft citizen to appeal from a judgment

of the whole people, whenever he is able to demon-

ftrate that the new decree is contrary to the laws

already eltablifhed.

In thcfe circumdances, it is the invifible fove-

reign, it is the laws which loudly proteft againft

the national judgment that has violated them •, it is

in the name of the laws that the accufation is brought

forward ; it is before the tribunal, which is the chief

depofitary and avenger of the laws, that it is profe-

cuted •, and the judges, by letting afide the decree,

only pronounce that the authority of the people has

happened unintentionally to clafa with that of the

laws ; or rather they maintain the ancient and per-

• iEfcliin. in Ctef. p. 448. Demoflh. in Lcptin. p. 541.

^ Dcmollli. in Timocr. p. 797. iEfch. in Clef. p. 428 ct 459.
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manent decifions of the people againfl their prefent

and tranfient inclinations.

This remondrance of the laws having fufpended

the power which the people had given to their de-

cree, and it being impracticable to proceed judi-

cially againtl the people, an aclion can only be

brought againft the orator who propofed the ob-

noxious decree, and accordingly it is againft him

that the accufation for illegality is brought. And

it is laid down as a principle, that fince he has vo-

luntarily interfered in the adniiniftration, he has

expofed himfelf to the alternative of honour when

he fucceeds, and of puniihment when his proje6ts

prove abortive K

Xhe caufe is firft difcufTed either before the

firft or before the laft fix of the archons"'. Th?

preliminary proceedings gone through, it is re-

moved to the tribunal of tiie heliaftse, generally

compofed of five hundred, and fometimes of a

thoufand, of fifteen hundred, or two thoufand

judges. It lies v/ith the lame magiftrates to de-

termine, according to the nature of the offence,

the number they would choofe to have for judges,

which they have fometimes increafed to fix thour

fand".

The decree may be attacked when it |ias only

• Demoilh. de Falf. Leg. p. 309.
" Demofth. de Cor. p. 4!-! i. Id. in Leptin. p. CCC,
" Andoc. de Myft. p. 3,

'
'
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paffed the fenate, or the accurer may wait till it is

confirmed by h,^ people. But, whichever of thefe

meafnres it may be thought proper to adopt, the

action muft be biou.-ihc within the year to fubjefb

the orator to punifhmcnt. That period once ex-

pired, he is no longer rclponfible for his decree.

After the profecutor has produced his arguments

for annulling the decree, and the accufcd has

finiflied his defence, the queftion is put to the

vote". If the former does not obtain the fifth

part of the fuffrages, he is obliged to pay five hun-

dred drachinas to the public treafury ^ *, and

there is an end to the afiair. If the decifion be

unfavourable to the latter, he may fiill petition

for a mitigation of the penalty j but he feldom

efcapes banifhment, interdi6lion, or heavy pecu-

niary fines. Here, as in fome other caufes of a

different nature, the intervals for the pleadings and

the judgment are divided into three fittings ; the

one for the pcrfon who profecutes, the other for the

accufed to make his defence, and the third, when it

takes place, to decide on the punifhment '.

Not an orator but fliudders at this accufation,

not a manoeuvre but he puts in practice to ward

off its confequences. Prayers, tears, negligence

° ^fchin. in Ctefiph. p. 460.
P Dcniodh. dc Cor. p. 48^ <?t 490. JEfchlii. dc Falf. LcgaU

P- .397-

* 4:;© livres (or if?I. 15s. fterliiig).

I JS.Sdiin. dc Fair. Leg. p. 397.
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of drefs, the proteflion of military officers % all the

artifices of eloquence, all the ilratagems of policy,

are made ule of by the accufed and his friends.

Thefe means are often but too fuccefsful -, and

we have fjen the orator Ariftophon boaft of having

been the objed of no lefs than feventy-five accufa-

tions of tliis kind, and of having always efcaped

triumphant ^ Neverchelefs, as every orator pro-

cures feyeral decrees to be pafTed during his ad-

miniltration •, as it is eflential for him to multiply

them, in order to maintain his authority ; as he is

furrounded by enemies rendered quick-fighted by

jeaioufy •, as it is eafy, by remote dedudions, or

forced interpretations, to dilcover fome contrariety

between his opinions, his condufl, and the nume-

rous lav/3 that are in force, it is almoft impodibh

but that he muft. fooner or later, fall a victim to

the accufations from which he is inceflantly in

danger.

I have faid that the laws of Athens are nume-

rous. Befides thofe of Draco which ftill in part

fubfift ^, befides thofe of Solon which form the bafis

of the civil code, many others have been introduced,

either originating in the circumftances of the times,

or which have been adopted through the influence

of craters ".

^ vEfchin. in Ctefiph. p. ^28.
» Id. ibid. p. 4.59.

t Demollh. in b.vcrj^. p. T062. Andoc. de Myfl.part. 2, p. 1 1.

^ Dcniofth. ia Ltplin, p. 554.
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In every government it is a work of difficulty to

fupprefs an ancient law, and to fupply its place by a

new one; and this difficulty muft be ftill greater

with a people who, at once lubjedls and fovercigns,

are always tempted to alleviate or fhake off the

yoke they have impofed upon themfelves. Solon

had lb bound up the hands of the legiflative povvcr,

as to difable it from touching the foundations of

his legillation, except with the mcft extreme pre-

caution.

An individual who propofes to abrogate an an-

cient law, muft at the fame time be ready to fub-

ftitute another*. Both of thefe he prefencs to the

fenatey, which, after maturely weighing tiiem,

either difapproves the intended change, or com-

mands the proper officers to lay an account of it

before the people in the general affembly, whofe

bufinefs it is, among other things, to examine and

revife the laws in force ^. This is the affembly

held on the nth day of the firfl: month of the

year'\ If it appears expedient that the law

fliould adlually be repealed, the prytanes refer the

matter to the next affembly, which is ufually held

nineteen days after ; and five orators are previouDy

nominated, who are appointed to undertalce the

defence of the law propofed to be abrogated. In

^ Demofth. in Leptin. p. 554 ; et in Tirr.ocr. p. 77S.

y Id. in Tiniocr. p. 781.
2 Demofth. in Timocr. p. 776.
» Ulpian. in Tim. p. 8 1 1

.
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the interval, this law, as well as that to be offered

in its place, is daily affixed to certain flatues, add

expofed to every eye ^, fo that each citizen may

compare at his leifure the advantages and incon-

veniences of them both. Thele become the topic

of converfation in all companies •, and thus the

public opinion is gradually formed, and openly ma-

nifefts itfelf ac the appointed afiembly. Still, how-

ever, nothing can be linally decided. Commiflion-

ers are named, fometimcs to the number of a thou-

fand and one, to whom they give the name of le-

giflators, and who niuft all have fat among the he-

liafts '^. Thefe form a tribunal, before which ap-

pear both the perfon who attacks and thofe who

defend the ancient law. The commiffioners have

the power to abrogate it, without again returning

to the people. They next examine whether the

new law be adapted to circumftanccs, equally be-

neficial to all the citizens, and conformable to the

other laws : thefe preliminaries fettled, they either

confirm it themfelvcs, or prefent it to the people,

who afiix to it the feal of authority by their

fuffrages. The orator who has occafioned this

alteration is liable to a profecution, not for having

procured the repeal of an oblblete or ufclefs law,

but for introducing another, which may eventually

prove detrimental.

^ Dcmoilh. in i imocr. p. 776. .

«^ Id. ibid. p. 776 et 777. Pet. Leg. Att. p. loi.

2
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All new laws muft be propounded and difcufled

in the fame manner. Yet, notwithftanding the for-

malities I have mentioned, notwithftanding the obli-

gation impofed on certain magiftrates tomakeevcry

year an exadl revifal of the laws, fo great a number

of contradiflory and obfcure ones have infenfibly

crept ihto the code, that the Athenians have lately

been under the necefTity of eftablifhing a fpecial

commiflion to make a proper fele'flion ; but their

labour has hitherto been fruitlefs'^.

It is a great advantage that the nature of tlie

democracy has rendered delays and enquiries ne-

ceflary in matters of legiflation ; but it is often a

great misfortune that they are no lefs unavoidable

on occafions that call for celerity and difpatch. In a

monarchy, a fingle moment fuffices to promulgate

and carry into execution the will of the fovereign*.

Here the fenate muft be iirft confulted \ the aflem-

bly of the people be convoked ; and they muft

have time to be informed, to deliberate, to decide.

The execution of their determinations is fubje<5t to

ftill more impediments. All thefe obftacles fo great-

ly retard the progrefs of affairs, that the people arc

fometimes obliged to refer their decifion to the fe-

nate ^
\ but it is v/ith regret they fubmit to make

this facrificc, dreadino- the revival of a faflion com-

^ -^Efchin. in Ctefiph. p. 43 ^ Demoflh. in Lcptin. p. 554,
• DvinolHi. de Falf. \ut.^. p. 321.
^ Id. ibid. p. 3 17.
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pofed of the partifans of the ariflocracy ^, a fadion

which formerly ftripped them of their authority.

At prefent this party is in a ftate of deprefTion
;

but that circumftunce would render them only the

more ardent in their exertions to deftroy a power by

which they are kept down and humbled. The

people hate them the more, as they make no diftinc-

tion between their power and the tyranny of a fm-

gle perfbn.

Hitherto we have confidered the fenate and the

people as folely occupied with the great objed of

government : they fhould be regarded likewife, in

fome mcafure, as two courts of juftice, in which

certain offences are profecuted'^ ; and what will

appear extraordinary is, that excepting fomc

trifling pecuniary fines which the lenate are em-

powered to impofe', other caufes, after undergo-

ing the judgment of the fenate, of the people, or

of both, one after the other, are, or are liable to

be, removed to a tribunal that determines in the

laft refort "*. I have known a citizen, accufed of

embezzling the public money, firfb condemned by

the fenate, then by the fuffrages of the people,

which v/ere in fufpenfe for a whole day, and finally

s Ifocr. de Pac. t. i. p. 387 et 427. Theoph. Charaft. cap. 26.

Cafaub. ibid. Corn. Nep. in Phoc. cap. 3.
^ Andoc. de Myfl. part, i, p. 2.

' Demcfth. in Evcrg. p. 1058.
^ Ariftcpb. in Vefp. v. 588. Demofth. ibid. LIban. Argum.

in Orat. DemolHi. adv. Mid. p. 601.

by
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by two tribunals, forming together the number of

a thoufand and one judges K

It has been thought with reafon, that the exe-

cutive power, diftinguifhed from the legiflative,

fhould never be converted into a vile inftrument

of the latter. But I am compelled to own, that

in times of trouble and corruption, fo wife a law

has more than once been violated ; and that ora-

tors have occafionallv induced the people whom
they governed to keep back certain caufes, in

order to prevent fome individuals, whom they had

devoted to deftruftion, from obtaining relief in

the ordinary courts of juftice'" *.

' Demollh, in Timocr. p. 774.
"" Xcnoph. Hirt. Grsec. lib. I, p- 449. Ariflot. de Rep.

lib. 4, cap. 4, p. 569.
* In fupport of this faft, I have cited Ariftotle, who, from

motives of prudence, does not name the republic of Athens; but

1 it is evident that he alludes to it in this palTajj^e.

Vol. II.
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CHAP. XV.

Of the Magijirates of Athens,

IN that violt^nt conflict between pafiions and

duties, which mult infallibly arife wherever

there are men, and Hill more where thefe men arc

free, and think themfelves independent, it is necef-

fary that an authority" continually armed to reprefs

and punilh iicentioufnefs, fhould with unceafmg

vigilance watch over and prevent its progrefs

;

and as a Tingle authority cannot always imme-

diately afl, it alio becomes neceflary, by the infti-

tution of ieveral magiftrates, to render this power

at once formidable and omniprefent.

The people affemble on the four lafl days of

the year, to nominate to the different offices of the

magillracy'*; and though, by the law of Ariftides ",

they may confer thele offices on the loweft of the

Athenians, they very rarely grant thofe which may

aired the fafety of the ftate to any but the moil

^ ^Efchin. in Ctef. p. 429- Suid. in ^A^x'^^' Liban. in Argum.
Orat. Demollh. adv. Androt. p. 697.

» Thucyd. lib. 2, cap. 37. Plut. iu Arlftid. p. 332.
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' • diftingullhed citizens p. Their will is declared

cither by the way of fuffrage, or by lot ^.

The places then difpofed of are very numerous.

The perfons who are appointed to them, muft

undergo an examination before the tribunal of the

heliaita; •, and, as if this probation were infufHcient,

the people are al'ked, at the firft monthly afiembly,

or prytany, whether they have any complaints to

allege againft their mao-iftrates ^ ? On the nightell

accufation, the chiefs of the aflembly proceed to

put the matter to the vote ; and if the queftion be

decided againd the accufed magillrate, he is re-

moved from office, and brought before a court of

juftice, the determination of which is final ^

The firft and moft important of thefe magiftracies

is that of the archons, compofed of nine of the

principal citizens, invefted not only with the fuper-

j

intcndance of the police, but empowered to receive,

I
in the firft inftance, all public informations, and

i the complaints of opprefTed citizens.

Their nomination muft be preceded, or imme-

diately followed by two examinations, one before

P Xenoph. de Rep. Athen. p. £91. Pint, in Fhoc. t. i.

P-745-
1 Dcmofth. in Ariftog. p. 832, ^fchin. in Ctef. p. 43?.

Sigon. de Rep. Athen. lib. 4, cap. I. Potter. Archccolog,
• lib. I, cap. 1 1.

jEfchin. in Ctef. p. 429. Poll. lib. 8, cap. 6, § 44. Harpocr,
et Hefvch. in Aixia.

' Poll. lib. 8, cap. 9, § 87.
' Harpocr. ct Suid. in Ku^a-xf^a.

T 2
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the fenate, the other before the tribunal of the

heliaft^ ". Among other conditions ^, it is re-

quifite that they fhould be the children and

grandchildren of citizens ; that they always fhould

have paid a proper veneration to their parents,

and have borne arms in the fervice of the country.

They next fwear to maintain the laws, and to ac-

cept no prefents>'. They take this oath on the

originals of the laws themfelves, which arc pre-

ferved with a moft religious veneration. Another

motive ftill more difpofes them inviolably to ob-

ferve what they have fworn. On going out of

office, they have hopes, after another examina-

tion, to be admitted into the fenate of the Areopa-

gus '', the highcft obje6t of ambition to a virtuous

mind.

Their perfons, as well as thofe of all the ma-

giftrates, are facred. Whoever fhould infult them

by any act of violence, or improper language, when

they have the crovv'n of myrtle % the fymbol of their

authority, on their heads, would be excluded from

moft of the privileges of a citizen, or fentenced to

" ^fcliin. in Ctef. p. 432. DemoRh. in Leptin. p. 554. PoU.

lib. 8, can. q, § 86. Pet. Leg. Att. p. 237.
^ Poll.'ibid. § 85 et 86.

y Id. ibid. Plut. in Solon, t. i. p. 92.

^ Pint, in Solon, t. i. p. 88. Id. in Pericl. p. 157. Poll. lib. 8,

cap. 10, § 1 18.

" Poll. Kb. 8, cap. 9, ^ 86. Hefych. in Mtg^.y. Meurf. Led.
Att. lib. 6, cap. 6.
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pay a fine -, but they muft merit likewife, by their

condu(5l, the refped: annexed to their office.

The three firft archons have each a particular

tribunal, where they fit accompanied by two afief-

fors chofen by themfelves^. The laft fix, called

thefmothet^, form only one and the fame jurif-

;i diftion. Thefe different tribunals take cognizance

of different kinds of caufes*".

a The archons are empowered to draw by lot the

I judges of the fuperior courts'*. They have func-

i tions and prerogatives common to them all ; and

' others that are peculiar to a fmgle archon. The

firft archon, for example, called the eponymus,

I

from his name appearing at the head of the a6ls

and decrees paffed during his year of office, has

i

more efpecially under his care widows and mi-

j

nors '^

; the fecond, or king-archon, is to exclude

t
from the myfteries and religious ceremonies, all

who have been guilty of homicide f; and the

i
third, or polemarch, exercifes a kind of jurif-

I diction over foreigners fettled at Athens ^. All

' three prefide feparately at teftivals and folemn

*» JFSchm. adv. Tim. p. 284. Demollh. in Neaer. p. 872 et 874.
Poll. lib. 8, cap. 9, ^ 92.

c Dcmntlli. in Lacrit. p. 956 ; in Pantxn. p. 992.
•I Poll. ibid. § 87.
'• Dcmoilh. in Macart. p. 1040. Id. in Lacrit. et in Pantxn.

t
ibid.

\

f Poll, lib. 8, cap. 9, § 90.

^ Dcmofth. In Zenoth. p. 932. Pollux, ibid.

T 3
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games. The laft fix regulate the days for the fit-

ting of the fuperior courts ^
; go their rounds

during the night, to maintain order and tranquil-

lity in the city *
•, and prefide at the elections of

fcveral fubordinate magiflrates ^.

After the election of the archons, fucceeds that

cf the ftrategi or generals of armies, of the hip-

parchi or generals of the cavalry^, of the officers

employed in the colledion and cuftody of the

public revenue ™, of the perfons who are to take

care that the city is fupplied with provifions, of

thofe who fuperintend the highways, and many

others whofe fundlions are lefs important.

Sometimes the tribes, affembled in virtue of a

decree of the people, choofe infpe6tors and trea-

furers, to repair fuch public works as are falling

to decay °.

The magiftrates of almoft all thefe departments

are refpeclively ten in number •, and as it is the

nature of the government uniformly to tend to-

wards equality, one of the number is chofen from

each tribe.

One of the mofl ufeful eftablifhments of this

^ Poll. lib. 8, cap. 9, §87.
' Ulpiaa. in Orat. Demoilh. adv. Mid. p. 650.
^ yEfchin. in Ctefiph. p. 429.
1 Id. ibid.

» Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 6, cap. 8, t. ii. p. 422. Poll ib. lib. f,

§ 97. Plat, in Lye. t. ii. p. 841.
" jEfchin, in Clefiph. p. 432.
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kind is a chamber of accounts, which is annually

re-chofen in the general afiembly of the people,

and confifts of ten Oxlicers''. In this chaniber, the

archons, the members of the fenate, the com-

manders of the gallies, the ambaffadors •*, the Areo-

pagites, nay even the minifters of the altars, in a

word, all perfons who have executed any com-

mifiion under the government, muft appear, fome

on going out of office, others at ftated periods

;

the former to account for the fums they have re-

ceived, the latter to juftify their condufb, and

others again merely to prove that they are liable to

II

no cenfure.

I Such as refufe to appear, are neither allowed to

I

make a will, to leave the country ^, to fill any office

' of magiftracy a fecond time , nor to receive from

the public the civic crown decreed to thofe who

ij have ferved the ftate faithfully^; they may even

be impeached before the fenate, or other tribunals,

which may inflict on them {till more difgraceful

marks of infamy '. As foon as they are out of

office, they are liable to a profecution at the fuit of

any private citizen". If they are charged with

• iEfchin. in Ctefipli. p. 430. Harpocr, ct Etymol. in Aor»j.
P Poll. lib. 8, cap. 6, § 45.
•J iEfcliin. in Cteilph. p. 430.
' Dcmofth. in Tiniocr. p. 796.
' iEfcliiii. ibid. p. 429, See.

« Dcmoilh. in Mid. p. 6 1 7.

» ^fchin. ibid. p. 43 j. Ulplan. in Orat. Demoflh. adv. Mid.
p. 663.

T 4



280 TRAVELS OF
peculation, the chamber of accounts takes cognU

zance of the accufation -, if they are accufed of

any other crimes, the caufe is inftantly removed to

the ordinary tribunals *.

» Poll. lib. 8, cap. 6, ^ 45.
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CHAP. XVI.

Of the Athenian Courts of Jufiice.

'^I^HE right of protefling innocence is not

JL acquired at Athens either by birth or riches.

It is the privilege of every citizen y. As all may

JDe prefent at the aflembly of the nation, and de-

cide on the interefts of the flate, all are likewife

entitled to give their fuffrages in the courts of

juftice, and to regulate the interefts of individuals.

The office of judge, therefore, is neither an em-

ployment nor a funflion of magiflracy j it is a tem-

porary commiffion, refpedable for its objedl, but

degraded by the motives that determine the greater

part of the Athenians to accept it. The temptation

of gain renders them affiduous at the tribunals, as

well as at the general affembly. Three oboli * are

diftributed to each at every fitting *
; which trifling

recompence forms an annual expenditure for the

y Plut. In Solon, p. S8.

* About nine fols (or four-pence halfpenny).

^ Arifloph. in Plut. v. 329. Id. in Ran. v. 140. Id. in Equit.

T. 5 I et 255. Schol. ibid. Poll. lib. 8, cap. 5, ^ 20.
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flatc of about one hundred and fifty talents*;

for the number of judges is prodigious, and

amounts to about fix thoufand '.

An Athenian who is more than thirty years of

age, who has led an irreproachable life, and who

owes nothing to the public treafury, pofTefTes the

qualification requifite to difcharge the judicial

functions ''. The court in which he is to fit, is

annually determined by lot^.

In this manner are the tribunals filled ; and of

thefe ten principal ones are enumerated, four for

homicide, and fix for other caufes, as well criminal

as civil. Among the former, one takes cognizance

of involuntary homicide •, a fecond, of homicide

committed in felf-defence ; a third, of murder,

the perpetrator of which, formerly baniflied his

country for this crime, fliall not have obtained a

revocation of the decree previous to his return ; a

fourth, of homicide occafioned by the fall of a

ftone, a tree, and other fuch accidents''. We

* 810,000 Ilvres (33575ol.) The fullouing is the calculation

of the fchuliaft of ArKtophanes (in Vefp. v. 661.). Two months

were dedicated to feflivals. The tribunals then were open only

during 10 months, or 300 days. It coil each day 18,000 oboli,

that is to fay, 3000 drachmas, or half a talent, and confequently

15 talents moiithlv, or 150 ptr annum. Samuel Petit has contro-

verted this calculation (page ^2^).
2 Arilloph. in Vefp. v. 660. Pet. Leg. Att. p. 324,
•' Poll. lib. 8, cap. 10, § 122. Pet. ibid. p. 306.
c DemoRh. in Ariilug. p. 832. Schol. Aridoph. in Plut.

V O - T
' ''

* Dcmofih. in Ailftocr. p. 736. Poll. Lb. 8, cap. 10, § 122.
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ihall fee, in the fucceeding chapter, that the Areo-

pagus took cognizance of premeditated murder.

So many jurifdiftions for the fame crime, by no

means prove that it is at this time more common

in Athens than in other countries, but only that

they were inftituted in ages which knew no other

right than force ; and in truth they are all of the

heroic ages. The origin of the other tribunals is

unknown •, but they muft have been formed gra-

dually, in proportion as focieties becoming more

perfectly civilized, artifice has taken place of vio-

lence.

Thefe ten fovereign courts, compofed in general

of five hundred judges^, and fome of a ftill greater

number, pofiefs no inherent aftivity, but are fet in

motion by the nine archons. Each of thefe ma-

giftrates carries thither the caufes that have fallen

within his department, and prefides in this court

whilft they are depending ^

It being improper for thefe aflemblies to meet

at the fame time with thofe of the people, fince

they are both compofed nearly of the fame per-

fons ^, it is the duty of the archons to appoint

the time for the meeting of the former ; it is their

« Poll. lib. 8, cap. lo, ^ i 2^.
f Ulpiun. in Orat. Demofth. adv. Mid, p. 641. Harpocr. in

i Demoflh- in Timocr. p. 786.
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bufinefs likewife to draw by lot the judges who

are to fill thefe different tribunals.

The mod celebrated is that of the heliaftje'',

before which all caufes of confequence either to

the ftate or individuals are brought. Wehave juft

faid, that it confifts in general of five hundred

judges ; and that, on certain occafions, the magi-

llrates order other tribunals to unite themfelves

with that of the heliaftae, infomuch that the

number fometimcs is increafed even to fix thou-

fand '.

Thefe engage by a folemn oath to decide accord-

ing to the laws and the decrees of the fenate and

the people, to receive no prefents, to liflen impar-

tially to both parties, and to oppole with their ut-

moft power, all perfons who fliall make the lead

attempt to introduce innovations in the form of

government. Dreadful imprecations againft them-

felves and their families, fliould they violate it,

conclude this oath, which contains feveral lefs ef-

fential particulars ^.

Were I, in this and the fucceeding chapters,

to attempt to follow the Athenian jurifprudence

through all its mazes, I Ihould inevitably be-

^ Paiifan. lib. i, cap. 28, p. 69. Harpocr. et Suid. in KXt.

' Pi)ll. lib. 8, cap. 10, ^123. Dina'-ch. adv. Demofth. p. 187.
Lyf. in Agorat. p. 244. Andoc. dc Myll. part 2, p. 3.

*' Deir.olth. in Tiniccr. p. 796.
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wilder myfelf in an obfcure and difficult labyrinth;

but I cannot overlook an inftitution which appears

to me highly favourable to thofe who, though

they appeal to the laws, wifh not to be litigious.

Every year forty inferior judges go the circuit

through the different towns of Attica', hold their

afllzes there, decide on certain adls of violence "",

and terminate all procefles for fmall fums not ex-

ceeding ten drachmas *, referring more confider-

able caufes to arbitration ".

Thefe arbitrators are all perfons of good reputa-

tion, and about fixty years of age. At the end

of every year, they are drawn by lot out of each

tribe, to the number of forty-four °.

Perfons who do not choofe to expofe themfelves

to the delays of ordinary juftice, to depofit a funi

of money previous to the judgment, or to pay the

fine decreed againfl the plaintiff failing in his

proofs, may confide their interells to one or more

arbitrators nominated by themfelves, or whom the:

archon draws by lot in their prefence p. When
the arbitrators are of their own choice, they take

an oath to abide by their decifion, from which

they then cannot appeal; but if they are chofrn

' Poll. lib. 8, cap. 9, § ICC.
I" Demoilli in Paiit^cn. p. 992.
* 9 li'vies (or 7 fliillings and Hx-pence).
" Poll. ibid.

" Suid. in Hefych. Aiatr. Ulpian. in Dcm. Mid. p. 663.
P Herald. Animadverf. lib. 5, cap. 14, p. 570. Ptt. Leg.

Attic, p 344.
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by lot, they are not deprived of that rcfource^ j

and the arbitrators, inclofing the depofitions of the

witnefles, and all the documents of the procefs, in

a box which they carefully feal up, tranfmit them

to the archon, whofe duty it is to lay the caufe

before one of the higher tribunals ^

If the archon has referred the matter in difpute

to arbitrators drawn by lot, at the requeft only of

one party, their adverfe party has the right either

to demur againfi; the competence of the tribunal,

or to allege other exceptions ^

Arbitrators called upon to decide in affairs where

one of the parties are their friends or relations, might

be tempted to pronounce an iniquitous judgment

:

in fuch cafes it is provided, that the caufe may be

removed into one of the fovereign courts \ They

might alfo permit themfelves to be corrupted by

prefents, or be influenced by private prejudices:

in which cafe the injured party has a right, at the

expiration of the year, to profecute them in a court

ofjuitice, and compel them to defend, and fhew the

reafons of, their award ". The fear of fuch a fcru-

tiny might likewile induce them to elude the exer-

cife of thefe funftions : but the law has provided

againft that, by fixing a fligma on every arbitrator

1 Demofth. in Aphob. p. 9 1 8. Poll. lib. 8, cap. 10, § 127.
* Herald. Animadv, p. 372.
* Ulpian. in Orat. Demofth. adv. Mid. p. 662,
* Demofth. adv. Phorm, p. 943*
» Id. in Mid. p. 617. Ulpian. p. 663.
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who, when drawn by lot, refufes to perform his

duty *.

When I heard, for the firft time, of an oath, I

confidered it as neceflary only among rude nations,

to whom falfehood might appear perhaps lefs cri-

minal than perjury. Yet have I feen the Athenians

cxad it from magiftrates, fenators, judges, orators,

witnefles ; from the accufer, who has fo evident an

intereft to violate it ; and from the accufed, who is

driven to the dilemma of offending againil his

religion, or fixing guilt on himfelf. But I have

obferved, likewife, that this awful ceremony was

now no more than a form, which is an infult on

the gods, ufeiefs to fociety, and offenfive to thofc

who are under the neceffity of fubmitting to it.

The philofopher Xenocrates, being called upon

one day to give his teftimony, made his depofition,

and advanced towards the altar to confirm it. The

judges bluflied •, and unanimoudy oppofing the

adminiftration of the oath, rendered the highefl:

honour to the integrity of fo refpedtable a witnefs>'.

What idea then muft they have entertained of the

others ?

The inhabitants of the iflands and cities in fub-

jedlion to the republic are obliged to have their

« Poll. lib. P, cap. 10, § 126.
r Cicer. ad Attic, lilj. i, epift. i6, t. viii, p. 69. Id. pr«

Balb. cap. 5, t. vi. p. 127. Val. Max. lib. 2, extern, cap, 10.
Laert. in Xtaocr. § 7.
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legal difputes decided in the lafl refort* befori

the tribunals of Athens. The ftate derives a benefit

from the duties they pay on entering the port, and

the fums they expend during their refidence in the

city.—Another motive induces the Athenians to

deprive them of the advantage of terminating their

differences at home. If they had fovereign jurif-

diftions, they would only have to look up to their

governors for protection, and, on numberlefs occa-

fions, might opprefs the friends of the democracy ;

whereas, by being obliged to repair to Athens, they

are forced to humble themfelves before that people

who are their judges in the tribunals, and who are

but too well difpofed to deal out the juflice they

folicit, according to the meafure of affeftion they

are fuppofed to entertain for their authority.

2 Xenoph. de Rep. Atlien, p. 694- Arlfloph. in Avib. v. 1422
•t 1455.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XVII.

Of the Areopagus.

THE fenate of the Areopagus, though the

moft ancient, is yet the moft upriglit of the

Athenian tribunals. It afiembles fometimes in the

I royal portico'-, but its ordinary place of meeting

i| is on an eminence at a fmall dift^nce from the

citadel '', and in a kind of hall defended Irom the

weathtr only by a rullic roof •=.

The number of fenators is unlimited, and their

places held for life**. The arrhons are admitted

into this court, after their year of office is expired ^
j

but not till they have proved, in a folcain exami-

I

nation, that they have difcharged their duty with

'°nual zeal and fidelity ^ If, in this examinatioHj

ly fliould be found either artful or powerful

lough to elude the feverity of their cenfors, it is

'' Dtmofth. in ArKlcg. p. 831.
^ Herodot. lib. '

, cap 1^2.

^ Poll. lib. 8, cap. 10, § I 18. Vitniv. lib. 2, cap. i.

^ Argum. Orat Dcmollh. adv. Androt. p. 697.
^ PJut. in Solon, p. 88. IJlpian. in Orat. Demoflh. adv.;

Ivcpt. p. gSi'i.

1
f Pint, in Pericl. p. 157. Poll. ibid.

\ Vol. II. U
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impoITible for them, once become Areopagltes, io

refill the authority of example, and they are forced

to appear virtuous ^, as in certain military corps

men are under the necefllty of difplaying courage.

The reputation this tribunal has enjoyed for fo

many centuries, is founded on titles that will tranf-

mit its fame to fuccceding ages^. Innocence,

fummoned to appear before it, approaches with-

out apprehenfion ; and the guilty, convi(5ted and

condemned, retire without daring to murmur ^

The Areopagus keeps a ftrict eye over the con-

du6t of its members, and judges them v/ithout

partiality, lometimes even for trivial faults. A
fenator was punifhed for having flifled a little bird,

which, from fear, had taken refuge in his bofom ''.

He was thus taught, that he who has a heart Ihut

againft pity Ihould not be allowed to have the

lives of the citizens at his mercy. The decifions

of this court therefore are confidered as ftandards,

not only of wifdom, but of humanity. I faw a

woman brought before it, accufed of procuring

the death of fome perfon by poifcn. She had en-

deavoured to gain the affeftions of a man whom

fhe palTionately loved, by a philter of which lie

died. She was difmifled without punifnment, the

£ Ifocr. Areopag. t. i. p. 339 et 330.
*» Cicer. Epilb. ad Attic, lib. i, epilt. 14.

» Demofth. in Ariftocr. p. 735. Lycuig, In Leocrat, part. 2j

p, 149. Ariftid. in Panath. t. i. p. 185.
•» HcUad. ap. Phot. p. 1591.
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Court deeming her more 'unfortunate than cul-

pable ^ *.

Certain public bodies, as a recompenfe for their

fervices, obtain a crown and other marks of ho-

nour from the people. That I am fpeaking of

alks none, nor muft folicit any ", nothing diftin-

guilliing it fo much as that it has no need of diftinc-

tions. In the infancy of comedy, all the Athe-

nians were permitted to CiT.ploy their genius in

this new fpecies of literature : the members of the

Areopagus were alone excepted **
; and, indeed,

with what propriety could men fo grave in their

deportment, fo rigid in their manners, pay atten-

tion to, or ridicule, the follies of fociety ?

The origin of this court is traced back to the

time of Cecrops"; but it is indebted for one more

noble to Solon, who invefted it with the fuperin-

tendance of morals p. It then took cosnizance of

almoft all crimes, all vices, and abufes. Murder,

poilbning, robbery, conflagrations, libertinifm,

and innovations, either in the fyftem of religion

or the form of government, by turns excited its

vigilance. It was empowered, by entering and

examining private houl'es, to condemn every ufe-

' Arlftot. in Magn. Moral, lib, i, cap. 17, t. ii. p. 157.
* See note at the end of the volume.
•" iEfchin. in Cteliph. p. 4^0.

• » Pint, de Glor. Athen. t. v. p. 348.
* Marmor. Oxon. epoch. 3.

* Plut. in Solon, p. 90.

U 2
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lefs citizen as dangercxus, and every expencc not

proportioned to the means of the citizen as cri-

minal ''. As it exhibited the greateft ilrmnefs in

piinifliing crimes, and the niceft circumfpeftion in

reforming manners •, as it never employed chaftife-

ment till ;idvice and menaces were (lighted ; ic

acquired the efteem and love of the people, even

while ic exercifed the moft abiolute power.

The education of youth became the firfl objeft

of its carts ^ It pointed out to the children of

citizens the path they fhould purfue, and afilgned

them guides to condud them in it. The Areo-

pagus has been often known to ftimulate by its

bounties the emulation of the troops, and to de-

cree rewards to individuals who clifcharged in ob-

fcurity the duties of their flation ^ It exerted fa

much zeal and conftancy in maintaining the laws

during the Perfian war, as greatly to add to th«

energy of government ".

This inftitution, too fublime to have any long

duration, fubfifted but about a century. Pericles

undertook lo enfeeble an authority incompatible

with his own '. He had the misfortune to fuc-

ceed ; and from that moment there was an end to

1 IS'Jcurf. Areop. cap. 9.

* Ifocr. Areopag. t. i. p. 334.
* Id. ibid. p. 332.
* Mcurf. Areop. cap. 9.
» Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 5, cap. 4, t^ii. p. 391.
* Id. ibid. lib. 2, cap. li. JJioduf. Sic. lib. 1 1, p. 59, F'ut»

BaPericl. p. 157.

3
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cenfors in the ftate, or rather all the citizens al-

fumed that office. Accufations and informations

multiplied, and morals received a flital blow.

Its prefent jurifdiiflion, properly fpeaking, is

confined to murder, maimings, poilbnings, firing

of buildings y, and fome other lefs confiderable

offences ^.

When the cafe is murder, the fecond archon

receives the informations, lays them before the

Areopagus, takes his place among the judges *, and

pronounces with them the puniihment prclcribed

hy laws engraven on a column ^.

When it is a crime that concerns religion or tlie

llate, the power of this court is limited to prepar-

ing the matter for a trial Sometimes it takes the

informations of its own motion ; fometimes this of-

fice is afiigned to it by the aC-mbly of the people "=.

The proceedings ended, it makes its report to the

[

people without coming to any conclufion. The

accufed then has it in his power to offer new pleas

in his defence -, and the people name orators to

conduct the profecution before one of the 'fuperior

courts.

Trials in the Areopagus are preceded by tre-

y Lyf. in Simon, p. 69 Demofth. adv, Bocot. 2, p. 1012,

Id. in Lept. p. 564. Liban. in Oidt. adv. Andiot. p. 696.
Poll. lib. 8, cap. 10, ^ 17.

^ Lyf. O rat. Areop. p. 132.
^ Poll. lib. 8, cap. 9, ^ 90.
^ Lyf. in Eratolt. p. 17.
• DinaiL-h. adv. Deraoftb. p. 179, 180, &c,

u 3
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mendous ceremonies. The two parties, placed

amid the bleeding members of the vidims, take

an oath, which they confirm by dreadful impreca-

tions againft themlelves and families '*. They call

to witnefs the inexorable Eumenides, who, from

a neighbouring temple, dedicated to their worfhip^,

feem to liften to their invocation, and prepare to

punilh the perjured.

After thefe preliminaries, they proceed to the

trial •, in which truth alone is entitled to prefent

herfejf to the judges, who dread eloquence not

lefs than falfehood. The advocates muft fcrupu-

loufly banifh from their harangues all exordia, per-

orations, digrefTions, and every ornament of ftyle,

nay even the language of fentiment ; that language

which fo violently inflames the imagination, and

has fo great a power over commiferating minds ^

Paffion would paint itfelf in vain in the eyes and

geflures of the orator, Cmce the Areopagus gene-

rally holds its aflembres in the night.

The queftion having been fufficiently difcufled,

the judges depofit in filence their fuffrages in two

urns, one of which is called the urn of death, the

other the urn of mercy ^. When the numbers are

^ Demofth. In Aviftocr. p. 736. Dinarch. adv. Dem. p. 178,
^ Meurf. in Areop. cap. 2.

f Lyf. adv. Simon, p. 88. Lycurg. in Leocr. part. 2, p. 149.

Ariftot. Rhetor, lib. i, t. ii. p. 512. Lucian. in Anach. t= ii.

p. 899. Poll. lib. 8, cap. 10,
*J

JI7. . . . 1

Meurf. Areop. cap. 8.
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equal, an inferior officer adds, in favour of the

accufed, the fuffrage of Minerva^ -, fo called, be-

caufe, according to an ancient tradition, this god-

defs, being prefent in the court of Areopagus at

the trial of Orclles, gave her calling vote to turn

the fcale of juftice.

On important occafions, when the people, in-

flamed by their orators, are on the point of adopt-

ing fome meafure injurious to the welfare of the

ilate, the Areopagites have fometimes prefented

themfelves to the alTembly, and by arguments or

entreaties prevailed on them to liflen to reafon '.

The people, who have nothing to fear from their

authority, but who refped their wifdom, fome-

' times permit them to revile their decifions. The

£a<5ts I am about to mention happened in my time.

A citizen whp had been banifhed from Athens

had the temerity to return. He was accufed be-

fore the people, who thought proper to acquit

him, at the inftigation of a favourite orator. The

Areopagus taking cognizance of the affair, ordered

the criminal to be feized, recommenced the pro-

fecution, and prevailed on the people to condemn

him^
Deputies were to be lent to the council of the

Amphiclyons, and amongft thofe whom the people

^ Ariftid. Orat. in Min. t. i. p. 24.
' Plut. in Phoc. p. 748.
^ Dcmofth. de Coron. p. 49c,
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had made ehoice of was the orator jEfchines,

whofe conducb was not entirely exempt from fuf-

picion. The Areopagus, on whofe ftern virtue

talents without probity make no imprefTion, infti-

tuted an enquiry into the condudl of j^fchines,

and pronounced that the orator Hyperides ap-

peared to them more worthy of fo honourable a

commifTion. The people immediately appointed

HyperiJ.es '.

It is a pleafmg refle(5tion that the Areopagus,

ftripped as it is of almoft all its funftions, has nei-

ther forfeited its reputation, nor departed from its

integrity, but even in its decline continues to

command the public refpecl. I fliall mentioa

another example that palled under my eyes.

The Areopagus had repaired to the general af-

fembly, to ^ive its opinion relpefling the project

cf a citizen named Timarchus, who was foon after

profcribed for the depravity of his manners. Au-
tolycus addreffed them in the name of the whole

court. This fenator, educated in the limplicity

of ancient tiines, and a ftr.mger to the Ihameful

abufe to which the moft ordinary terms of conver-

fation are now perverted, fuffered a word to drop

from him, which, mifconftrued from its real fenfen

admitted of an allufion to the licentious life of Ti-

marchus. The whole affembly applauded him

' Dcraofth. de Coron. p. 495.
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in a transport, and Autolycus, aftonifhed, afliimed

a feverer countenance. After a moment's paufe,

he attempted to proceed •, but the people putting

an arch conitruftion on the moil innocent exprcf-

fions, never ceafed to intcrrflpt him by a confufed

noifc and immoderate burfts ot laughter. A dii-

tinguifhed citizen now rifing, exclaimed : Arc

you not afhamed, Athenians, to be guilty of fuch

indecency in prefence of the Areopagites ? The

people aniwered, that they felt all the veneration

due to the majelly of that tribunal; but that there

were circumflances in which it was impofllble to

reftrain themfelves within the bounds of decorum ™.

What virtues muft not this body have polTefled,

to have eftabliflied and maintained fo high an opi-

nion of the refped due to it in the minds of the

people •, and what good might it not have pro-

duced, had they known how to value it as it de-

ferved ?

JEi^hin. in Timarch. p. 272.
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CHAP. XVIII.

Of Accufaticns and Legal Frocsdures among the

Athenians.

THE caufes brought before the courts of juf-

tice concern either offences againll the go-

vfirnment, or againft individuals. In the former cafe

every citizen may indifcriminatcly flep forward as

a profecutor ; in the latter, the injured perfon alone

polTeffes that right. The punilliment for crimes

againft tlie ftate is often capital ; but for offences

againft individuals, it is coniincd to damages and

pecuniary fatisfaction.

In a democracy, more than in any other go-

vernment, the injury done to the ftate becomes

perfonal to every citizen, and violence towards an

individual is a crime againft the ftate \ At
Athens it is not thought fuflicient that public pro-

fecutions may be commenced againft thofe who
betray their country, or are guilty of impiety, fa-

crilege, or firing the city " : fuch a profecution lies

alfo againft the general who has not performed
'

' —• •
'

... . J

' Dcmoflh. adv. Mid. p. 6io.

« Poll. lib. 8, cap. 6, § 40, &c.
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every thing which he ought to have done or might

have done •, againft the ibldier who abfents him-

felf from the enrohnent, or deferts from the army ;

againft the ambaflador, the magiftrate, the judge,

or the orator, who have been guilty of mifcon-

rfu6t i againft the individual who has aflumed

the privileges of a citizen, without the necelTary

qualifications, or who has taken on himfelf any

office from which he is excluded ; againft the man
who corrupts his judges, debauches youth, re-

mains in celibacy, or attacks the life or honour of

a citizen ; in fine, againft all who are guilty of of-

fences which evidently tend to difturb the govern-

ment, or endanger the fafcty of the citizens.

Litigations on the fubjed of a difputed inherit-

ance, a breacli of truft, an uncertain debt, da-

mage received in property, and a variety of other

cafes which do not immediately concern the ftate,

afford matter of trial between the parties ".

The proceedings vary in fome points, as well

from the difference of the courts in which they are

inftituted as from that of the offences. I fliall

confine myfelf to the eflential formahties.

Public adtions are fometimes commenced be-

fore the fenate, or before the people y, who, after

» Sigon. de Rep. Athen. lib. 3. Herald. Animadv. In Jus
Attic, lib. 3.

y DemolUi. in Mid. p. 603 ; In Everg. p. 1058. Poll. lib. 8,
«ap. 6, § 51. Harpocr. in £»V«7.



30© TRAVELS OF
a firft decifion, refer them to one of the fuperior

courts "^
; but, in general, the accufer addrefles

himfelf to one of the chief magiftratcs ^, who puts

feveral interrogatories to him, and afks him whe-

ther he has rcfle6led well on the ftep he is about

to take, if he is prepared, if it would not be to his

advantage to have further proofs, if he has wit-

nelTes, if he wifhes to be provided with any. He
apprizes him at the fame time that he mull take

an oath to go on with the profecution, and that a

kind of infamy is annexed to the violation of that

oath. He then appoints the trial, and makes the

accufer appear a fecond time in his nrefence, when

he repeats the fame quei^ons ; and if he ftill per-

fifts, his declaration remains fixed up in fome

public place till the judges are ready to hear the

caufe '".

The accufed then puts in his plea, grounded

cither on a former decifion, long prefcripcion, or

the incompetence of the court *=. He may put off

the trial, bring an adion agajnfl his adverfary, and

defer for fome time the judgment which he fears.

After thcle preliminaries, which are not prafti-

^ Demofth. in Mid. p. 637. Herald. Animadv. p. 233.
" Pet. Leg. Att. p. 314.
*> Demofth. iu Theocrin. p. 850. Id. in Mid. p. 619 et 620.

UIp. in Orat. adv. Mid. p. 64 f , 662, et 668. Pet. Leg. Att.

<^ Demofth. adv. Panticn. p. 992. Ulpian. in Orat. Demofth.
adv. Mid. p. 662. Poll. lib. 8, cap. 6, § 57. Sigon, de Rep,
Athen. lib. 3, cap. 4.
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i
fcable in all cafes, the parties fwear to fpeak th«

truth, and, perfonally begin to difculs the caufe.

They are allowed a limited time ;o explain thcm-

felves, meaiurcd by drops of water falling from a

veflel'*. In general they do but repeat what more

\ eloquent tongues have diftated to them in private.

After they have done fpeaking, they may folicit the

afTi (lance of orators who poflefs their confidence,

or intereft tliemfelves in their fate^.

In the courfe of the trial, the witnefTes give their

teftimony aloud. For in criminal, as well as in

civil cafes, it h a rule that all proceedings fhould

be public. I'he accufcr may require the flaves of

the adverfe party to be put to the torture '. It is

fcarcely poiiible to conceive that a barbarity fo

dreadful could have been exercifed on men whofe

fidelity ought not to be tempted, if they are at-

tached to their mafters ; and whofe teftimony can-

not but be fufpicious if they are difcontented with

them. Sometimes one of the parties, of his own

free will, prefents his flaves to this inhuman proofs,

perfuaded that he has the right, as he unfortunately

has the power, to con^mit this cruel ad:. Some-

times he rcfufes the rcquificion made him for this

^ Plat, in Thfjet. t. i. p. 172. AiiRoph. Acliarn. v. 693.
Schol. ibid. Demofth. et iEfchiii. paffim. Lucian. Pifcat.

tap. 28, t. i. p. 997.
' Demofth. in Ncscr. p. 863. ^fch. de Falf. Lej. p.4?.i.

Id. in Ctefiph. p. 461.
^ Dcmollli. in Ncaer. p. 880 ; in Onet. i, p. 924 ; in Pantzn.

P 993-
.

« Id. iQ Apliob. 3, p. 913 ; in Nicoftr. p. 1107.
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purpofe ^, cither from the dread of a depofition ex-

torted by the violence of the tortures, or that his

heart liilens to the remonftrances of humanity •, but

his refufal in this cafe gives room for the ftrongeft

fufpicions, whilfl: nothing infpires a more favour-

able prejudice in behalf of the parties or witneflcs,

than when they offer, as a corroboration of what

they affirm, to take an oath upon the head of their

children, or of their parents '.

We fhall only curforily obferve, that the torture

cannot be inflided on a citizen but in extraordi-

'

nary cafes.

Previous to pronouncing the judgment, the

magiftrate who prefides at the tribunal diftributes

to each of the judges a white ball to acquit, and a

black one to condemn, the party accufed^. An
officer apprizes them that tlie queftion is fimply

confined to the decifion of guilty, or not guilty,

and they proceed to depofit their fuffrages in a

box. If there be a majority of black balls, the

prefident of the court traces out a long line on a

tablet covered with wax, expofed to every eye -, if

the white are mofi: numerous, a fhorter line ' ; and

if the votes be equal, the accufed is acquitted ™.

^ Demoflh. in Steph. i, p. 977. Ifocr, in Trapezlt. t. ii.

p. 477. ,
.

' Dcmofth. in Aphob. 3, p. 913 ex 917.
^ Poll. lib. 8, cap. 10, § 123. Meurf. Arcop. cap. 8.

' Ariftoph. ill Vefp. v. 106. Schol. ibid.

w iEfch. in Ctefiph. p. 469. Ariftot. Probleoi, fe£t. 29, t. ii.

p. 812. Id. de Rhetor, cap. 19, t. ii. p. 628.

2
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In cafes where the punifhment is fpeclfied by

j
law, this firft judgment is fulHcient ; but v/her\

' that is only expreffed in the dechiration of the

profecutor, the offender has a right to demand a

mitigation •, and this fecond queftion is decided by

a new trial, to which they inftantly proceed °.

He who, having commenced a profecution,

cither drops it, or fails in obtaining the fifth part

of the fuffrages ", is generally fcntenccd to a penalty

of one thoufand drachmas *. But as nothing is

fo eafy nor fo dangerous as invidious accufations

on the fubjeft of religion, the punifhment of death

I is decreed, in certain cafes, againfl the man who

Ihall accufe another of impiety without being able

to convid him p.

Private caufes are, in many points, conduced in

the fame mode with public profecutions, and are,

for the mofl part, brought in the firfl inftance be-

fore the tribunals of the archons, who fometimes

pronounce a fentcnce fubjed to an appeal '', and

fometimes content thcmfclves with taking the

» Ulplan. in Dcmollh. adv. Timarcli. p. 822, Pet. L.cg.

Attic, p. 335.
® Plat. Apol. Sociat. t. i. p. 36. Demofth. de Cor. p. 517 ;

in Mid. p. 610; in Androt. p. 702 ; in Aridocr. p. 738 ; in

Timocr. p. 774 ; in Theocrin. p. 850.
'

^
* 900 livies (or 37 1. los.). This fum was very confiderable

when tlic law was firft made.
i" Poll. lib. 8, cap. 6, § 41.
"» Demofth. in Onet. i, p. 920. Id. in Olymp. p. lOvS-

Plut. in Solon, p. 2U.
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neceflary informations, ^\hich they lay before the

fuperior courts ^

There are caiifes which may be profecuted

civilly by a private accufation, and criminally by

a public aftion. Such is the nature of an infulc

committed on the perfon of a citizen \ The laws,

whofe intention it is to provide for his fafcty, au-

thorize all his fellow citizens publicly to profccute

the aggreffor •, but the choice of his vengeance is

left to the offended, v»'ho may fue for a fum of mo-

ney if he brings a civil adion, afld even punifh

the offender with death, if he lays a criminal in-^

di6tment. The orators frequently abufe thefe

laws, by dianging, by infidious artifices, thofc fuits

into criminal, which in their orig.n wxre merely

civil.

Nor is this the only danger the parties have to

apprehend. I have feen judges, inattentive during

the readins; of the documents, lofe fisht of the

queftion, and give their fufirages at a venture^;

I have feen men, powerful from their wealth, pub-

licly infult the poorer people, who durft not de-

mand reparation for the offence " -, I have' feen

them eternize, in fome fort, a law-fuit, by obtain-

ing fuccelTive delays, and prevent the tribunals

fromi determining on their crim.es, till the public

^ Ulpian. in Orat. Demollh. adv. Mid. p. 641.
» Herald. Animadv. in Jus Att. lib. 2, cap. 1 1, p. 128.

» ]^{<\\\x\, in Ctefiph. p. 459.
Demofth. in Mid. p. 606*

indignatioA
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indignation had fubfided "^
-, I have feen them ap-

pear in court, efcorted by a numerous retinue of

corrupt witnefles, and even of honcH men, who,

from weaknefs, fubmitted to increafe the train of

their attendants, and lend them the fandion of

their prefence y : I have feen them, in a word,

arm the fuperior tribunals againft fubordinate

judges who had refufcd to aid them in their unjult

proceedings *.

Notwithftanding thcfe inconveniences, there are

fo many modes of getting rid of a rival, or of

taking vengeance of an enemy ; fo many public

accufations are combined with private litigationsj

that it may be confidently aflerted, that more

caufes are brought before the tribunals of Athens

than before thofe of all Greece -^ This abufe is

inevitable in a ftate, which, in order to reftore its

cxhaufled finances, has frequently no other refource

but that of facilitating public accufations, and of

profiting by the confifcations arifing from them :

it is inevitable in a ftate in which the citizens,

obliged mutually to watch each other, perpetually

ftruggling for honours, contending for employ-

ments, and having accounts to fettle with the go-

vernment, necefllirily afTume the charafter of fpies

and cenfors. A multitude of informers, univerfally

^ .- . i«-.- <w -*-»

" Demorth. in Mid. p. 6i6 et 621,
y Id. ibid. p. 625.
^ Id. ibid. p. 617.
^ Xciioph, de Rep. Athen. p. 699.

Vol. II. X
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odious, but at the fame time formidable, inflame thefe

inteftine diflenfions •, diffeminate fufpicions and

difRdence through fociety j and audacioufly feize

on the remains of the fortunes they have ruined.

They have indeed againft them the feverity of the

laws, and the contempt of virtuous men •, but in

their favour they have the pretext of public good,

fo often made an inftrument in the hands of am-

bition and private enmity •, and they have alfo, what

is of ftill more avail to obtain their ends, their ef-

frontery and their infolence.

The Athenians are lefs terrified than foreigners

at the vices of an abfolute democracy. The ex-

treme of liberty appears to them fo great a blefling,

that to preferve it they facrifice even their tran-

quillity. Bcfides, if public accufations be a fub-

je6t of terror to Ibme, they contribute to the plea-

fure and entertainment of the refb of the people,

as they almofl: all take a particular delight in

the chicane and artifices of the bar, to which

they give themfelves up 'with that ardour which

efpecially charafterizes them in all their pur-

fuits ''. Their adtivity derives new life from eternal

and fubtle difcuffions of their interefts ; and it is

pofiibly to this, more than to any other caufe, that

we are to attribute that fuperior penetration, and

that turbulent eloquence, which diftinguifh the

Athenians from every other people on earth.

* Ariftoph. In l\ic. v. 504. Id. i:i Equit. v. 1 3 14. Schol. ibid.
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CHAP. XIX.

Of Crimes and Punijhments.

SOME penal laws are engraven on columns

placed near the tribunals *=. If thefe could be

fo multiplied as to exhibit an exa<5b fcale of all of-

fences, and the correfponding punifhments, the ju-

dicial decifions would be more equitable, and fewer

crimes would be committed againft fociety. But

no attempt has any where been made to appre-

ciate each particular tranfgreflion ; yet is it mat-

ter of univerfal complaint, that there is no uni-

form flandard for the punifhment of the guilty.

I'hc jurifprudence of Athens fupplies, in many

cafes, the filence of the laws. We have already

faid, that when thefe do not fpecify the penalty, a

previous trial is neceflliry to declare the culprit

convicted of the crime, and a fecond to determine

the chaftifement he merits''. In the interval be-

tween thefe decifions, the judges demand of the

*^ I>yf. pro. Cxd. Eratoft. p. 17. Andoc. de iNlyilcr. p. 12.

^ Ai{c\\'vA. \\\ Ctefiph. p. 460. Herald. Aiiimadv. in Jus
Attic, p. 192, ^ 3. Pet. Lcf. Att. p. 3^5.

''X2
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ofienJer to what punifliment he would condemn

himfclf. He is allowed to make choice of that

which is the mildeit and leaft injurious to his in-

tertft, though the accufer may have called for the

fevereiL and that moft conformable co his anger or his

hatred: tlie orators difcufs both -, and the judges,

ailing in feme meafure as arbitrators, endeavour to

conciliate the parties, and eftablifh as juft a propor-

tion as pofiible between the offence and the punifli-

ment \

All the Athenians are liable to fuffer the fame

punifhments -, all may be deprived of life, of liber-

ty, of their country, of their property and privi-

leges. Let us take a curfory view of thefe different

articles.

The laws of Athens punifii with death, facri-

Icge^-, profanation of the myderies ^
; enterprifes

againfl the ftate, and efpecially againft the demo-

cracy ''
; defcrters

'
; thole who give up to the

enemy a ftrong hold, a galley, or a detachment of

troops ^
; all crin:es, in fnort, that diredly attack

religion, government, or the life of an individual.

The fame puniHimcnt is inflifted for robbery

^ Ulpian. in Dcniofth. adv. Timocr. p. B22.
^ Xenoph. Hid. Grjcc. lib. i, p. 450 Id. Memovab. lib. i,

p. 721. Diod. lib. 16, p. 427. iElian. Var. Hift. lib. 5, cap. 16.

g Andocid. dc Myft. part, i, p. i. Pint, in Alcib. t. i. p. 200.

Pet. Leg. Att. p. 33.
^ Xenoph. ut fuprn. Andocid. de Myft. p. 13. Pl'-it. in Publ.

t. i. p. no.
' Suid. et Hefych. In Ai.lo.wo'v. Pet. Leg. Att. p. 563.
'' Lyf. contr. Plilk.n. p. 498.
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i

committed in the day, when exceeding the value

of fifty drachmas *•, or robbery by night of the

fmalleft fum ; for theft committed in the baths,

and in the gymnafia, no matter how trifling the

lofs '.

Criminals are generally deprived of life by the

I
rope, the fword, or poilbn '"

-, fomctimes they

are made to expire under the baftinado"; lome-

times they are thrown into the fea ", or into a pit

full ofiliarp fpikes, to haften their death p •, for it

is confidered as a fpecies of impiety to fufferevea

criminals to die with hunger^.

The citizen accufed of certain crimes is de-

tained in prifon until he is tried '> if condemned

to die, until his execution^-, the man who owes

money, till he has paid his debt ^ Some crimes

are expiated by an imprifonment of feveral years,

or a few days "
•, others only by perpetual confine-

* Up\vai\Jsof 45 livres (or I 1. 17s. 6d.).
' Xenoph. Momor. lib. I, p. 721. Demoith. in Tim. p. 751.

Ifocr. in Lochit. t. ii. p. 550. Ariflot. Probl fed. 29, t. ii.

p. 814, Pet. Leg. Alt. p. 528. Herald. Animadv. in Jus Att.
lib. 4, cap. 8.

»" Pet. Leg. Att. p. 364. Pott. Archaeolog. Grxc. lib. i,

cap. 25.
" Lyf. in A;!forat. p. 2^^ et 257.
° Schol. Ariltopk. in Equit. v. 1360.
P Ariilopli. in Plut. v. 43r. Id. in Equit. v. 1359, Schol.

ibid. Dinarch. adv. Dernoflli. p. 18 1.

1 Sophocl. in Antig. V. 7S6. Schol, ibid,

Andoc. de Myfl. part. 2, p. 7 et 12.
' Plat, in Ph.xdon. t. i. p. 58.
' Andocid. dc Myft. part, i, p. 12. Demoflh. In Apat. p. 933,

Jd. in Ariltogit. p. 837.
DcmolUi, in Timocr. p. 789, 791, & 792,
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ment *. In certain cafes perfons acculed may

avoid the prifon by giving bail y ; in others, the

criminals confined there are loaded with chains, fo

that they are imable to move *.

Banifhment is a pimifhment the more rigorous

to an Athenian, as he can no where find the fame

enjoyments as in his own country, and the re-

fources of friendfhip cannot alleviate his misfortune.

A citizen who fliould grant him an afylum, would

be fubjed: to the fame punifliment*.

This profcription takes place under two remark-

able circumflances : ifl, A man acquitted of an

involuntary murder mull abfent himfelf for a

whole year, nor return to Athens till he has given

fatisfadlion to the relations of the deccafed, and pu-

rified himfelf by religious ceremonies **. 2dly, He
who, accufed before the Areopagus of a premedi-

tated murder, defpairs of his caufe, after a firfl;

hearing, may, before the judges proceed to give

their votes, condemn himfelf to exile, and with-

draw unmolefted *=. His property is confifcated,

but his perfon is in fafety, provided he does not

appear either in the territory of the republic, or

at any of the folemn feftivals of Greece ; for, in

-^ Plat. Apol. Socrat. t. i. p. 37.
y Deniollh. In Timocr. p. 795.
z Pint. Apol, Socrat. t. i. p. 37. DomoRIi. in Tiinocr, p. 7S9-

Ulpian. ibid. p. 818.
^ Demofth. in Polycl. p. 1091.
» Pet. Leg. Att. p. 512.
* Pcmofth. in Aiillocr. p. 736, Poll. lib, 8, cnp. 9, § 99.



A N A C H A R S I S, 311

j that cafe, every Athenian is allowed to drag him

to juflice, or put him to death. This is founded

en the principle that a murderer ought not to

breathe the lame air, or enjoy the fame advantages,

which were enjoyed by the perfon whom he has de-

prived of life''.

Confifcations are in a great meafure applied to

the public treafury, into which all fines are paid,

after deducting a tenth part for the worlhip of

Minerva, and a fiftieth for that of fome other

deities *^.

Degradation deprives a man of all or part of

the rights of a citizen ; a penalty flri6tly conform-

able to the general order of things, for it is but

juft to compel him to renounce privileges he has

abufed. This is the punilhment moll cafily pro-

portioned to the offence, for it is fufceptible of

gradations according to the nature and number of

thefe privileges ^ Sometimes it prohibits the of-

fender from afcending the roflrum, from attending

at the general alTembly, or from taking his feat

among the fcnators orjudges ; fometimes it interdicfts

him from enteriTig the temples, and all participation

in the facred rites •, in fome cafes he is forbidden to

appear in the forum, or to travel in certain coun-

"^ Demofth. in Ariftocr. p. 729 et 730. Herald. Aiiir.adv. in

Jiis Attic, p. 300.
«= Demollh. adv. Timocr. p. 791. Id. adv. Theocr. p. 852.

I-d. adv. Ariftog. p. 831. Id. adv. Nexr. p. 861.
^ Aiidocid. de ivivlier. part. 2, p. ;o.

X4
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tries; in others, by being deprived of all his privi-

leges, he is left with only the burden of a life defti^

tute of enjoyment, and a liberty which he cannot

exercife ^. This is a very heavy and highly falutary

punifhment in a democracy, inafmuch as the

privileges forfeited by this degradation being there

deemed of more importance, and held in higher efti-

mation, than in other governments, nothing is fo

mortifying to a citizen as to find himfelf reduced

below his equals. An individual in this predica-

ment is as it were a dethroned citizen, left among

fociety as an example to others.

This interdiction is not always attended with

opprobrium. An Athenian who has introduced

himfelf into the cavalry, without undergoing a pre-

vious examination, is puniflied, becaufe he has in-

fringed the laws ^
i but he is not difhonoured, be-

caufe he has not offended againfl good morals.

From a necelTary confequence this fpecies of ftigma

difappears, when the caufe which gave rife to it

ceafes to exift. He who ftands indebted to the

public treafury, forfeits the rights of citizenfhip ;

but he is rcinftated in thofe rights the moment he

has fatisfied the claims of the ftate \ By the fame

8 Andocid. de Myfter. part. 2, p. 10. Demollh. orat. 2, in

Aviftog. p. 832, 834, 836, et 845. ^fch. in Ctefiph. Lyf. in

Andoc.,p. J 15. Ulpian. in Orat. Dcmofth. adv. Mid. p. 667,

et 66j.
}^ Lyf. in Alcib. p. 277. Tayl. lA-ftion. Lyfiac. p. 717.
• Demoith. in Thcocrin. p. 857. Liban. in Arguni. Orat.

Pemoilh. adv. Arillog. p. 843,
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train of reafoning, the republic does not blufli to

call to her affiflance, in the hour of imminent dan-

ger, all the citizens who have been fufpended from

their funiflions'^. But it is a neceflary ftep pre-

vioufly to revoke the decree that had condemned

them ; and this revocation can only be effedied

by a tribunal compofed of fix thoufand judges,

and muft be fubjcdt to conditions impofed by the

fenate and the people'.

Irregularity of condudt and depravity of man-

ners produce another kind of ignominy which the

laws have it not in their power to efface ; but by

uniting their authority with that of the public

opinion, they take from the citizen who has loft

the efleem of others, the rcfources he found in his

rank in life. Thus, by excluding from public

offices and employments the man who has ill-

treated his parents *", the foldier who has cowardly

abandoned his ftation, or his buckler", they pub-

licly brand him with a mark of infamy that necef-

farily compels remorfe.

' — '
— ~~"

—

" " "
' '•^m

^ Andocid. de Myft. p. 14. Demofth. adv. Ariftog, p. 846,
' Demofth. in TImocr. p. 780.
'" Laert. in Solon, lib, 1, ^55.
» AndocId.de Myft. p. 10.
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CHAP. XX.

Manners and Civil Life of the Athenians.

AT the crowing of the cock, the inhabitants

of the country enter the city with their pro-

vifions, finging ancient ballads". At the fame

hour the Ihops open with no little noifc, and all the

Athenians are in motion p. Some refume the

labours of their profelTion-, others difperfe them-

felves, in confiderable numbers, among the dif-

ferent tribunals, toexercife the funftions ofjudges.

Among the people, as well as in the army,

it is cuftomary to make two meals a day ^
^ but

perfons of a certain rank content themfelves with

one % which fome eat at noon = ; but the greater

number a little before the fetting of the fun \ In

the afternoon they take a few moments fleep ",

" Arilloph, in Ecclef. v. 278.
P Id. in Avib. v. 490. Demctr. Phaler. dc Elocut. No. 16 r,

"i Herodot. lib. i, cap. 63. Xcnoph. HiR. Grnsc. lib. 5, p. 573.
Dcmofth. in Everg. p. 1060. Theophr. Charadt. cap. 3.

' Plat. Epift. 7, t. iii. p. 326. Anthol. lib. 2, p. 185.
* Athen. lib. i, cap. 9, p. r i.

• Id. ibid. Ariftoph. in Ecclef. v. 648. Schol. ibid.

Pherccr. ap. Athen. lib. 3, p. 75.
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or play with little pieces of bone, or at dice, and

other games of commerce '.

In the firft of thefe games they make ufe of four

fmall pieces of bone, having one of thefe four

numbers ; i, 3, 4, and 6, >' on each of their fides.

Fronvthcir different combinations refult ^^ throws,

to which they have given the names of gods,

princes, heroes, &c. ^ Some are lofing, and others

winning throws. The moft favourable of all is

that they call Venus, which is when the four bones

turn up the four different numbers ^.

In tlie game of dice, they likewife diftinguifh

lucky and unlucky throws ^
; but frequently, with-

out attending to this diflind:ion, It is only necef-

fary to caft a higher number than the adverfary^.

The pair-royal of fix is the moft fortunate throw*'.

Only three dice are employed at this game. They

fliake them in a dice box, and, to prevent cheat-

ing, throw them into a hollow cylinder, through

•which they pafs, and roil upon the chequer-board ^ *.

* Herodot. lib. i, cap. 6^. Tlieop. ap. Athen.llb. 12, p. 532-

y Lucian. cle Amor. t. ii. p. 41 v Poll. lib. 9, cap. 7,. § 100.
" Eull. ad Iliad. 'V. p. I 2Sq. Meurf. de Lud. Gr<TC. in 'Ar^ctj.

" Lucian. ibid. Ciccr. de Diviii. lib. i, cap. 13 ; lib. 2, cap. 21,

t. iii. p. 7 2 ct 64. .

*> Meurf. do Lud. Graec. in Ki?.
" Poll. lib. 9, cap. 7, § 117.
<* ./^fchyl. in Agam. V. 33. Schol. ibid. Kcfych. in T^1j-.''£|.

Not. ibid.

« iEfchin. in Timarcli. p. 269. Poll. lib. 7, cap. 33, § 205.

Id. lib. 10, cap. 3r, § 150. Harpocr. in Aixc^at. ct in <^lv.. Valcf.

ibid. Suid. in Atar. Salmaf. in V'opifc. p. 469.
* See note at the end of the volume.
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Sometimes, inftead of three dice, they make life of

three of the little bones above mentioned.

The preceding games are games of pure chance,

but the following entirely depends on judgment.

On a table on which are traced lines or pyramidal

points ^, they range on each fide pieces, or men, of

different colours ^. The fldll of this game confifts

in fuftaining one piece by the other, in taking thofe

of the adverfary, v/hen he leaves them unguarded ;

or in blocking him up, fo as to prevent him from

advancing^: but he is permitted to play' again

when he has made a wrons; move ' *.

Som.etimes the latter game is played with dice,

the player regulating the moves of his m.en or

pieces by the number he throws. In this cale it

is his bufinefs to know what throws will prove

fatal or advantageous to him, and to profit by tlie

favours of fortune, or by judgment corre6t her

caprices ". This, as well as the preceding game,

reqviires a number of combinations, and to excel

at it, fliould be pradlifed from early youth ^ Some

f Sophocl. ap. Poll. lib. 9, cap. 7, § 97.
2 Pol!, ibid. § 98.
^ Plat, de Rep. lib. 6, t. ii. p. 487.
• Id. in Hipparch. t. ii. p. 22ij. Hefych, et Suid. in 'Aj«0.

* It is prefiimed that this game bore loine refemblance to the

game of draughts, or chefs ; and the following, to that of back-

gammon. The rer'^der may confult Mcurf. de Liid. Grarc. in na-r'!.

Buleng. de Lud. Vcter. Hyde, Pliit. Neid. Salmaf. in Vopifc.

P-459- .. ^
^ F!at. de Rep. lib. 10, t. ii. p. 604. Pint, in Pyrr, t. i, p. 403,
J Plat, de Rep. lib. ii. p. 374,
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perfons acquire fnch a degree of flsiill, that their

names become celebrated, and that no perfon will

venture to play againft them ^.

At difierent times of the day, and efpecially in

the morning, before noon, and in the evening,

before fupper, the company repair to the banks of

the Ilifliis and the environs of the city, to enjoy

the extreme purenefs of the air, and the delightful

profpedls that prefent themfelves on every fide "

;

but the ufual place of meeting is the forum, the

moft frequented part of the whole city ". As it is

there that the general aflembly is often held, and

the palace of the fcnate, and the tribunal of the

chief archon are fituated, alfneft every one ii

attrafted thither by his own private bufmefs, or

the affairs of the (late ••. Many perfons refcrc

thither for amufement, and others in fearch of

employment. At certain hours, the fquare, cleared

from all the incumbrances of the market, leaves an

open field for thofe who wifh to entertain them-

felves with obfervations on the crowd, or make a

difplay of their own perfons.

Around the fquare are the fliops of perfumers ,

'" Athcn. lib. I, cap. 14, p. 16.

" Plat, in Fha-dr. t. iii. p. 227 et 229.
° McuiT. in Ccram. cap. 16.

P De:nolth. in Arilloi^^it. p. S36.
* Inlteacl of fayino-, J^et us ^u to the perfumers, tTicy fald, Ltt us

go to the perfume ', as we fay in France, Let us go to the cojfce^ and

not cofir-houfe. (AlhnsiUt caffe.) Poll. lib. 10, cap. 2, § 19.

Schoi. Aiilloph. in Eqiiit. v. 1 372. Spanh. ct Kuiler. ibid.
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goldfmiths, barbers, &c. open to every perfon^;

in which the interefts of the ftate, anecdotes of

private families, and the vices or ridiculous con-

duct of individuals, are warmly and clamoroufly

difcufied. From amidft thefe groups, which by a

confufed motion are perpetually feparating and

re-uniting, iffuc a thoufand ingenious or fatirical

pleafantries againft thofe who mix with the com-

pany in a flovenly habit % or prefume to difplay

an offenfive oftentation ^ ; for this people, pafTion-

ately addicted to raillery, are expert at a kind of

facetioufnefs the more formidable, as the leverity

of their fatire is artfully concealed under it ^ Some-

times we meet wiih a feledl company, and in-

flrudtive converfation, in the different porticos

difperfed through the city ". Such little parties

cannot but be numerous among the Athenians.

Their infatiable thiril for news, arlfmg from the

natural activity of their minds, and the idlenefs of

their lives, forces them to feek the fociety of each

other.

This tafle, which is fo predominant as to draw

on them the name of Loiterers or Loungers '^,

CD '

1 Arillopl). in Equit. Lyf. adv. Dclat. p. 413. Demoilh. in

Mid. p. 606. Id. in Phorm. p. 942. Tlieophr. Charadl. cap. 1 i.

Cafaiib. et Duport. ibid. Terent. inPhorm. aft. i, fccn. 2, v. 39.
r Thenp'ir. Cliaraft. cap. 19.

• Id. cap. 21.

t L.ncian. de Gymn. t. ii. p. S97.
1^ Thcophr. Charaifl. cap. 2.

* Ariiloph. in Eq'::t. v. lz6o.
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in time of war becomes a kind of madnefs.

Then it is that in public, and in private, their

converfations turn on military expeditions, and

that their firft queftion on meeting is. What news y ?

Then are feen on every fide thofe fwarms of news-

mongers, tracing out upon the ground, or on a wall,

the map of the country in which the army then is '',

loudly proclaiming its fuccefles, and whifpering

its defeats ' -, collcdling and exaggerating rumours

which either throw the city into the moft immo-

derate joy, or plunge it into dread and de-

fpair •'.

The Athenians employ their hours of peace in

amufements of a more pleafing nature. As the

greater part of them cultivate their own eftatcs,

they mount their herfes in the morning, and, after

direding the labours of their flaves, return in the

evening to the city ^.

Their time is fometimes filled up by hunting ^,

and the cxercifes of the gymnafiuni =. Befides the

public baths, whither the people flock in crowds,

and which fcrrve the poor as an afylum againft the

y Dcrridflh. Pliilipp. I, p. 49.
'- Plat, ill Alcib. t. i. p. 199 ; in Nic. p. 531.
* Thcoplir. Charad. cap. b.

'' Pint, ill Nio. t. I. p. 542. Id. in Garrul. t. ii. p. ^og.
^ Xinopli. (Econciti. p. lUi.
^ Icl. ibid. Plat. deRcp. lib. 2, p. 3''3. Arifcopa. in Ar.

•. 1082.
' i'bt. de Rep. lib. 5, t. ii. p. 452.
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inclemencies of winter *", private perfons have

baths in their houfes s, and the ufe of them

has become fo indifpenfable, that they are intro-

duced even on board their vefiels^. They fre-

quently bathe after their walk, and almoft always

previous to a repaft '. They come out of the bath

perfumed with efienccs -, and thefe odours mingle

v/ith thofe they carefully fprinkie over tlieir gar-

ments, which are diftinguilhed by different names,

according to the difference of their form and

colours ^.

In general they are contented with throwing

over a tunick that defcends to the midleg^, a

mantle which almoft entirely covers them. None

but the country people, or perfons without educa-

tion, tuck up the diiicrent parts of their drefs above

the knee "\

Many perfons go barefooted "
•, others, whether

in the city, or on a journey, nay fometimes even

at proceffions", cover their heads with a large

flapped hat.

f Ariftoph. in Pint, v. 535. Schol. ibid,

s Plat, in Pho-'don. t. i. p. 1 16. Dcmofth. in Conon. p. 1 1 10.

Theophr. cap. 2S.

^ Spanh. in Ariftoph. Nub. v. 987.
i Id. ibid.

t Poll. lib. 7, cap. 13. Winkel. Hift. de PArt, liv. 4, chap. 5.

' Thucyd. lib. 1, cap. 61.
"» Theophr. Cliaract. cap. 4.' Cafaub. ib. Athen. lib. I,

cap. 18, p. 21.
n Plat in Phajdr. t. iii. p. 229. Athcn. lib. 13, cap. 5, p. 583.

f Drawings of Nointel, in the king's Ijbrary at Paris.

2 In
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fn the form and difpofition of the feveral parts

of drefs, the men are expected to ftudy dt..-ency,

the women to unite elegance with titlle. The latter

wear, ill, a white tunic, which is iV.llcned wiih

buttons over the Hioulders, clofely bound under the

bofom with a broad fafh % and defcercis in waving

folds down to the heels '' : 2dly, a ihorter robe, con-

fined round the wailt by a broad ribbon ', and, like

the tunic, bordered at the bottom by ftripes or

edgings of different colours ' -, fometimcs it has

lleeves covering only part of the arm : jdly, a

robe, wh;ch is fometimes worn gathercti up like a

fcarf, and at others fufiered to unfold itfelf over

the body, the ccn^^ours and proportions of whicli

it is peculiarly wtU adapted to diiplay •, fcr this

they often fubflitute a light mantlet \ When they

go out they wear a veil over their heads.

Flax ", cotton ", and, above all, wool, are the

materials" of which the garments of the Athenians

are moll ufuully made. The tunic was formerly

of linen >'
-, it is now of cotton. The common

people wear a cloth which has not been dyed, and

P Acliill. Tat. de Clitoph. et Leucip. Amor. l:b. i, cap. i.

1 Poll. lib. 7, cap. 16.

Id. ib. cap. 14, K>5'.

' Id. ibid. cap. 13, § 52 ; cap. 14, § 6.

' Winkelm. Hill, de TArt, liv. 4, chap. 5, p. 18^.
" Poll. lib. 7, cap. £6.

* Id. ibid. cap. 17. Paufan. lib. 5, p. 3S4; lib. 7, p. 578.

•Goguet, de I'Orig. des Lois, &c. t. i. p. 120.

7 Thucyd. lib. i, cap. 6.

Vol. II. y
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which will wafh *. The rich iifually prefer cloths

of various colours. They particularly efleem thofc

dyed in fcarlet, by means of little feeds of a red-

difli coloqr gathered from a certain ilirub =*
•, but

they fet a ilill liij^her value on purple ••, and efpe-

cially on the cloths of a very deep red with a mix-

ture of the violet '^.

Very light drefies are made for fummer**. In.

winter fome wear large robes imported from Sardes,

the cloth of which, manufactured at Ecbatana in

Media, is covered with thick flocks of wool, in-

tended to defend the wearer from the coid ^.

Welikewife fee ftufls embroidered with gold^;

and others worked with the moft beautiful flowers

in the natural colours s
-, but thefe are employed

only in the veilments with which they cover the

ftatues of the gods ••, or for the drefs of the actors

at the theatre '. To prevent modefl: women from

wearing them, the laws dired that they fhall be

worn by females of loofe reputation ^.

The Athenian women paint their eye-brows

* Ferrar. de Re Vcft. lib. 4, cap. 1 3.

* Coguet, de I'Orig. des Lois, &c. t. i. p. 105.

* Plut. in Alcibiad. t. i. p. 198.

i"^
Gogutt, -le rOrig. dcs Lois, &:c. t. i. p. loO.

* Scliol. Arilloph. in Av. v. 716.
'^ Ariitoph. in Vcfp. v. 1132.
< Poll. lib. 4, cap. 18,^ 116.

2 Plat, de Rep. lib. 8, t. ii. p. 557.
'i Ariilot. OEcoii. t. i. p. 51 t. itlian. lib. I, c»p. 2»^
i Poll. lib. 4, cap. 18, ^ I J 6,

" Pet. Leg. Att. p. 477.
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•black, and apply to their faces a layer of cerufe or

white lead, with deep tints of rouged They

fprinkle over their hair, which is crowned with

flowers "", a yellow coloured powder ". In pro-

portion as they wifli to increafe or diminifti their

ftature, they wear higher or lower heels °.

Shut up in their apartments, they are dqprived

of the pleafure of participating in, and adding to,

the pleafure of the companies affembled by their

hufbands. The law permits them to go out in the

day only on certain occafions, and never in the

night-time but in a carriage, and with a flambeau

to light them ^
•, but this law, defedive, becaufe

it is impoflible to extend its operation to all con-

ditions, leaves the women of the lower clafies in a

Hate of perfect liberty '^, and is become, for thole

of a higher clafs, only a fimple rule of decorum, a

rule which urgency of bufmefs, or the flighted

pretexts, afibrd them an opportunity of violating

every day^ There arc however many occafions

' XcnoplwMemor. p. 847. Lyf. de Cxde Eratoilh, p, 8. EubuL
ap. Adicii. lib. 13, p. 557. Alex. ibid. p. 568. Etymol. Ma^jn. in

••> S::non, ap. Stob. fcrm. 71, p. 436.
" Schul. Theocr. in Idyll. 2, v. 88, Hcfych. in GavJ/. Salm.

in Plln. p. 1 163.
" Lyf. in Simon, p. 72. Xenoph. ibid. Alex. ap. Athen.

ib.

P Plut. in Solon, t. i. p. 90.
s Ariftot. de Rep. lib. 4, cap. 15, t. ii. p. 383,
* Plut. in PericL t. i. p. 157 et 160.

y 2
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on which they may leave their retirement. Private

ceremonies, to which no men have accefs, often

afTemble them among themfclves ^
•, and in public

feftivals they are prefcnt at the fpeftaclcs as well

as the ceremonies of the temple. But in general

they are not to appear unlefs attended by eunuchs*,

or female flaves who belong to them, or are occa-.

fionally hired in order to enlarge their retinue ".

If their drefs or carriage be not decent, magiftrates,

appointed to watch over them, impofe on them a

heavy penalty, and infcribe their fentence on a

tablet, which they fufpend on one of the plane trees

of the public walk ''.

But they are fometimes indemnified for the re-

ftraint in which they live by teftimonials of a dif-

ferent nature. I one day met the young Leucippe,

whofe budding and hitherto unknov/n charms '

j|^

fhone through a veil, lifted up at intervals by the

wind. She was returning from the temple of jjJ

Ceres, with her mother and fome Haves. The

young Athenians, who eagerly followed her Heps,

could only obtain a momentary glimpfe of herj

yet the next day I read on the door of her houfe, at

the corner of the ftreets, on the bark of trees, and

in the moft public places, thefe words written by

5 AriilopK. Lyfiil. V. I. Schol. ibid.

* Tt'ient, in Eunuch. a6t. i, Teen. 2, v. 87.
" Theophr. Charaft. cap. 22. Cafaub. ibid.

* Poll. lib. 8, cap. 9, ^ U2. Not. Jung. ibid.
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different hands : " Leucippe is beautiful : no

maiden is fo beautiful as Leucippe '."

The Athenians were formerly fo jealous, that

they would not permit their women to fhew them-

felves at the window *. They have fmce difco-

vered that this excefTive feverity only ferved to

I haften the evil they were fo anxious to prevent^.

Still however they are not permitted to b;; vifited

by men in the abfence of their hufbands ^
•, and,

fhould a hufband lurprife his rival in the act of

difhonouring him, he may put him to death % or

oblige him by torments to ranfom his life*^ : but

if the wife has only yielded to force, he can demand

no more than a pecuniary fine at the difcretion of

the judges. It has been thought, with reafon, that

violence, on fuch occafions, is lefs to be dreaded

than fedu6i:ion ^'

The firft publication of an infidelity of this na-

ture, is not the only punilhment referved for the

guilty and convided wife. She is inftantly repu-

diated ; the laws exclude her for ever from all re-

ligious ceremonies ^ ; and lliould fhe venture to

y Eurip. ap. Euftath. in lib. ^. Iliad, t. li. p. 632. Callim.

ap. Schol. Ariilopli. in Achain. v. 144. Kulter. ibid. Suid,

in KaX.
* Ariftoph. in Thefmoph. v. 793 ct 804.
^ Mcnand. ap. Stob. Icnn. 72, p. 440.
*" Demofth. in Everg. p. 1057 et 1060.
* Lyf, pro Cscd. Eratoflh. p. 15.
«» Ariftoph. in Plut. v, 168. Schol. ibid.

* Lyf. pro Caed. Eratollli. p. 18.
f Dcmofth. in Nexr. p. S-q.

Y3
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appear in an elegant drefs, every one has a right to

ftrip her of her ornaments, to tear her clothes, and

reproach her in the moft opprobrious terms ^.

A hufband, obliged to repudiate his wife, muft

firft addrefs himfelf to a tribunal in which one of

the chief magiftrates prefides^. The fame tribu-

nal receives the complaints of wives who feek to

be divorced from their hufbands. There was it

that, after long conflifts between jealoufy and love,

the wife of Alcibiades, the virtuous and too fen-

fible Hipparete, appeared. While with a trem-

bling hand fhe was prefenting the memorial fetting

forth her grievances, Alcibiades fuddenly an ived,

and, taking her under his arm, without the leaft

refiftance on her part, croffed the forum with her,

amidft the general applaufes of the people, and

led her back quietly to his houfe'. The irregu-

larities of this Athenian were fo public, that this

action of Hipparete neither injured the reputation

of her hufband, nor her ov/n. But, in general,

women of a certain condition dare not apply for a

divorce ; and, whether it be from weaknefs or

from pride, the greater part of them rather choofe

to fubmit to unworthy treatment in private,

than free themfelves by an open rupture that muft

K jEfcbin. in Timarch. p. 2S9.
*> Pet. in Le;x. Att. p. 457 et 459.
^ Andpc. in Aicib. p. 30. Plut, in Alcib. t. i, p. 195.
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expofe their hufbands or themfelves tofhame^. Ic

is unneceflary to add, that a divorce leaves the par-

ties at liberty to contradt a new marriage.

The rigour of the laws, however, caanot extin-

guilh in the heart the natural deHre of pleafing,

which the precautions of jcaloufy ferve only to

cnfiame. The Athenian women, removed from

all public affliirs by the conftitution of the govern-

ment, and ftrongly incited to voluptuoulncis by

the influence of the climate, often know no ambi-

tion but that of being beloved, no care but that ot

drefs, and no virtue but the apprehenfion of a

ftain upon their honour. As they are generally

extremely careful to conceal themfelves beneath the

veil of myftery, few of them have become famous

for their gallantries.

This celebrity is referved for the courtezans.

The laws proted thefe women as a corrective pof-

fibly of more odious vices * ; and the public man-

ners are not fufficiently alarmed at the outrages

tliey receive from them : nay, the abufe is carried

to fuch a height, as openly to wound both reafon

and decorum. A married woman feems only def-

tined to fuperintend domeftlc affairs, and to per-

petuate the name of a family by giving children

to the republic "'. Young men at their firft en-

^ Eurip. in Med. v. 236.
1 Atlit'ii. lib. 13, p. 569.
* Dcmullh. in Nc.T r. p. 88 1.

Y4
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trance into the v/orld, nien of a more advanced

period of life, magiftrates, philofophers, almofl all

perfons pofleffed of a tolerable income, referve

their complaifance for their kept miftrefles, with

whom they pais part of the day, and who fome-

times bring them children, v/hom they adopt, and

incorporate with their legitimate offspring ".

Some of thefs women, brought up in the art of

fedu6lion by females who add the force of ex-

ample to their inftrudions", vie with each other in

endeavours to furpafs their models. The charms

of beauty and of youth, the graces of their perfon,

elegance of drefs, mufic, dancing, and every

pleafmg and polite accomplifhment, a cultivated

mind, happy witticifms, and the artifice of lan-

guage and of fentiment p, all are employed by them

to captivate and retain their adtnirers ; and fuch

fafcination is there in thele allurements, that thofe

they have enfnared frequently diffipate on thefe

fyrens their fortune, and facrifice their honour, un-

til, abandoned for fome frelh vi6lim, they are left

to drag out the remainder of their lives in ignominy

and regret.

Notwithftanding the power thefe courtezans

pofiefs over their votaries, they muft not fhew

themfelves in the ftreets with rich trinkets or

n Athcn. lib. 13, p.576et 577. Pet. Leg. Att. p. 141.
" Alex. ap. Athen. lib. 13, p. 568. JDemolth. in Nea^r,

p. 863.
V Athen. Lb. 13, p. 577, 5^3, &c.
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jewels ^ ; nor dare men in office appear with them

in public ^

Befides the danger which young perfons are ex-

pofed to from thcle women, they frequently have

but too much reafon to regret the time they mif-

pend in certain deftrudtive houfes, the haunts of

gamefters, and where great wagers are often made

at cock fights -. They have Hill farther to dread

even the confequences of that inllitution which

formed part of their education, and the fpirit of

which they mifapply. Scarcely have they left the

gymnafium, before, animated with the defire of

diftino-uifliina; themfelvcs in the chariot and horfc

races that are exhibited at Athens and in the other

Grecian cities, they abandon themfelves without

ref^r^'e to all thefe exercifes. They fet up rich

equipages, and maintain an immoderate number

of dugs and horfcs'; expences which, added to

the oftentation of their drefs, foon totally diffipate

the inheritance they have received from their an-

ceftors ".

In general every perfon walks on foot at Athens,

whether in the city or the environs. The rich

lometimes make ufe of chariots and litters, the

s Ttr..nt. in Eunuch, att. 4, fcen. I, v. 13. Meurf. Thcra.

Att. lib. I, cap. 6.

» Tcrent. ib. a&. 3, fccn. 2, v. :\2.

* Ifocr. Anop. t. i. p. 335. .Aifcliin. in Tim. p. 26S.
* riut. in Alcib. t. i. p. 196. Terent. in Andr. ail. J, Ijcen. i,

V. 2S.

" Arjftoph. in Nub. v. 13.
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perpetual objeds of the cenfure and envy of their

fellow citizens '
•, Ibmetimes they are followed by

a fervant carrying a folding chair, that they may

fit down in the forum y, and as often as they arc

fatigued with walking ^. The men almoll always

appear with a cane' ; the women very often with

an umbrella. At n'ght they are lighted by a Qave,

who carries a flambeau ornamented with different

colours ^.

For a few of the firft days after my arrival, I

amufcd myfclf widi examining the bills ftuck up

over the doors of the houfes. On fome of them

I read : A house to sell ^
-, A house to let.

On others : This is the house of such a one,

let nothing evil enter''. I did not gratify

this little curiofity for nothing ; for, in the principal

(Ireets, the paffcnger is continually pufncd, fqueezed,

and crowded by a multitude of people on foot and

on horfeback, by carters % waitr-carriers ^, criers

of edidls s, beggars ^, and labourers. One day.

^ Dem. in Mid. p. 628, Id. in Fh2L;nip. p. 1025. Dinarch.
adv. Demofth. p. 177.

y Arilloph. in Equit. v. 138 I. Hefych. in 'OxXaJ.
^ Plat, in Prota;;. t. i. p. 3 10. Arliloph. in Ecclef. v. 74.
* Aritloph. in ILquit. v. 1345. Scliol. ibid. Poll. lib. 7, ^ 174.
* Arirtoph. in Nub. v. 6x4. Id. in Lyfiltr. v. 1219. Schol.

in Vefp. V.
( 364.

« Lacrt. in Diog. lib. 6, § 47.
^ Id. ibid. § 39. Clem. Alex. Strom, lib. 7, p. 043.
* Pint, in Akih, t. i. p. 152.
* iEliaii. Var. Hilh lib. 9, cap. 17.

t Arilloph. in Av. v. 1038.

\ Ifocr. Arcop. t. i. p. 353 et 354,

4
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yrhilft I was with Diogenes looking at fome lictle

dogs trained to perform a number of tricks ', one

of thefc labourers padmg along, carrying a great

beam, gave him a violent blow v/ith it, and then

pried out :
" Take care.'*

—" What," faid Dioge-

nes, " are you going to ftrike me a fecond time ^ ?"

Perfons not attended at night by fervants, are

jn danger of being robbed', notwithftanding the

vicrilance of the magiftrates, who are obliged to

take their nightly rounds "\ The city maintains

a guard of Scythians", to be in readinefs to affift

the magiflrates, to carry the judgments of the

courts of juftice into execution, and to prefervc

good order in the general aflemblies and at pub-

lic ceremonies °. They pronounce the Greek in

fo barbarous a manner, as to be fometimcs ridi-

culed on the ftage '*
j and are fo fond of wine, as

to render the expreflion, " to drink like a Scy-

thian ''," proverbial for drinking to excefs.

The people are naturally abftemious. Their

chief food confifts of fait meat and vegetables.

' Xenoph. de Admin. Domell. p. S^^.
^ Laert. lib. 6, § 41.
' Ariflopli. in Ecclcf. v. 664.
" Ulp'an. in Orat. Demcftlh. adv. Mid. p. 650.

Ariltoph. in Acharn. v. 54. Schol. ibid. Suid. in To^H.

Memf. CciMm. Genri. cap. 16. Jungcnn. in Poll. lib. 8, cap. lu,

• Ariftuph. in Lyfift. v. 434.
P Id. in Thcfmoph. v. 1016. Schol. ibid, Dcmctr. de

Elocut. § 96.
s Herodot.lib. 6, cap. 84. Ariftot. Problem. kcI. 3, t. i;.

p. 695. Athen. lib. 10, cap. 7, p. 27.
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Such as are unable to maintain themfclves, either

in conllqucnce of wounds ihey have received in

war, or becaufe their m'sfortunes h ve rendered

ihem incapable of working, are paid daily from

the public treafury, one or two cboli , granted

them by the afiembly of the nation. The lift of

perfons who are the objects of this benefaction, is

from time to time examined in the fenate, and the

names of thofe who are no lono;er entitled to re-

ceive it ftruck oiF^ The neceffitivrs of the poor

are relieved likewife by other means. Every

^ew moon, the rich expofe provifions in certain

public places in honour of the goddefs Hecate,

which are left to the difpofal of the populace ^

I had taken an exad account of the price of the

different articles of provifion, but this 1 have loft.

I can only recolle6t that the ufual price of corn *

was five drachmas the medimnus *. The beft

ox " vv^as worth about eighty drachmas -{- •, a ftieep,

" Lyf. adv. Delat. p. 414 et 4.16. Ariftld. in Panathen. t. i.

p. 331. Hefych. et Harpocr. in 'A^Ji^.

* ^fchin. in Tima.ch. p. 276.
* Arilloph. in Plut. v. 594. Schol. ibid. Demofth. in Conon.

p. iti.(.

" Demofth. adv. Phorm. p. 94.6.

* 4 livres 10 fols for three (hillings and nine-pence). Reckon-
ing the drachma at 18 fols (or nine-pence), and the medimnus at

fomething above 4bunacls (Goguet, Orig. d'^s Lois, t. iii. p. 260),
our feptier (a French meal'ure of 12 bulhels) of corn would have

been woith about 13 of our livres (or 10 fliiilings and ten-pence

EncHfli).
^ JMannor. Sandwic. p. ^j.
-{ 72 livres (or 3 1. llcrlin^^).
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the fifth part of the value of an ox >', or about fix-

teen drachmas *
; a lamb, ten drachmas

-f
*.

It will naturally be imagined that thefe prices

increafe In times of dearth. The medimnus of

wheat has been known to rife from five drachmas,

its ordinary value, to fixteen drachmas •, I'p.d that

of barley as high as eighteen *. Independent of

thefe tranfient caufes, it was obferved, during my

ftay at Athens, that for about the laft feventy

years the price of every article had been conti-

nually rifing, and that wheat in particular was then

dearer by two fifths than during the Peloponne-

fian war''.

We do not here meet with fuch fplendid for-

tunes as in Perfia ; and when I fpeak of the opu-

lence and oflentation of the Athenians, it is only

relatively to the other ilatcs of Greece. A fmall

number of famiilies however have enriched them-

felves by commerce, and fome by filver m.ines

they poflefs at Laurium. The other citizens

efleem themfelves maflers of a decent fortune,

when they have eiliatcs to the value of fifteen

or twenty talents J,
and are able to give their

y Dcmctr. Phalcr. ap. Flat, in Solon, t. i. p. 91.
* About I4livres 8 fols (or 12s.).

•f 9 livres (or 7 s. and 6c].). Si*c note at the cnci of the ro-

lume.
^ Menanch ap. Athcn. h"b. 4, p. 146 ; et Kb. 8, p. 364.
' DcmoUh. adv. Phorm. p. 946. Id. adv. Phasiiip. p. 1025',

^ Ariduph. in EccLl. v. 380 ct ^543.

X The talent was worth 5400 hvres (or 225 1. flerling).
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daughters a marriage portion of a hundred

Kiin^E *= *.

Though the Athenians have the intolerable

fault of lending an ear to calumny, without a pro-

per enquiry into fadts^^, they are malignant only

from frivoloufnefs •, and it is a common remark,

that, when good, they are better than the other

Greeks, becaufe their goodnefs is not a virtue of

education ^

The common people are more rude and noify

here than perhaps any where elfe •, but among the

firll clafs of citizens we fee that decorum that im-

preiles us with the idea that a man has a proper

clleem for himfelf, and that politenefs which has

the appearance of efteem for others, univerfally

prevail. Good company requires a propriety of

language and behaviour ^ It requires that thofe

marks of refpedl, by which men are prepofTefTed in

favour of each other, fliould be properly adapted to

times and perfons *
•, and confiders an affefted or

precipitate carriage as a mark of vanity or levity •"

;

and a blunt, fententious, or too lofty tone, as a

*= Demofth. in Stepli. i, p. 97S.
* 9000 livres (or 375 1. lleiliug-). See note at the end of thp

volume.
<* Pint. Reip. Ger. Prxcept. t. ii. p. 799.
^ Plat, de Leg. lib. x, t. ii. p. 642.
f Ariftot.de Rep. lib. 7, cap. 17, t. ii. p. 448. Theophr,

Charaft. cap. 4.

t Ariftot. de Mor. lib. 4, cap. 12, t. ii. p. 54. Spanh. in

Ariftoph. Plut. V. 325.
^ Deraollh. in Pantoin. p. 995.
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proof of bad education or rufticity '. All pecvilli

whims % overftrained officioufnefs, difdainful airs,

and ftudied Angularities, are likewiie condemned

by the laws of good company.

The fame laws require a certain facility of man-

ners, equally removed from that crouching com-

plaifance that approves every thing, and that ill-

humoured aufterity which nothing can pkafc*.

But what diftinguifhes good company moil, is a

delicate and light plcafantry "", which unites de-

cency with freedom •, which we mull pardon in

others, and fccure pardon for in ourfelvcs ; which

few people know how to employ, and fewer itili

are able to underftand. It confiils No, I

will fay no more. Thofe who know what it is will

underftand me, and it would be impOiTible to ex-

plain myfelf to others. It is characterized at pre-

lent by the name of addrefs and dexterity, becaufe

wit Ihould never fparkle but in favour of others,

and becaufe, in its moft brilliant ftrokcs, its objed:

Ihould always be to pleafe, and not to ofi'end ".

Yet is it often confounded with fatire, coarfc hu-

mour, or buffoonery"-, for each fociety has its

' Dcmollh. in Pantaen. p. 995. Ariilot. dc Rhet. lib. 2,

•ap. 2 1, t. ii. p. 572. Theophr. Charadl. cap. 4.
•* Theophr. Chaia^l. cap. 13, I5, ct 17.

1 Ariitot. de Mor. lib. 4, cap. 12, t. ii. p. 54. Id. Rhot.

lib. 2, cap. ^, t. ii. p. 552.
"" Id. Magn. Moral, lib. i, cap. 31, t. ii. p. 164. Id. Rbct.

P- 552-.
'^ Arid, de Mor. lib. 4, cap. 14, t. ii. p. 56.
• Ifycr. Areop. t. i. p. 336.
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particular tone. That of good companv has been

ahnoft entirely formed in our own times •, as a proof

of which we need only compare the ancient dra-

matic pieces with the modern. Scarcely half a

century has elapfed fince comedies were filled with

indelicate exprefTions, and difgufling obfcenities,

which at this day would not be endured for a mo-

ment P.

In Athens there are feveral focieties, the mem-

bers of which enter into a mutual eno-ap-ement to

afTifl each other. If a judicial profecution be

commenced againft any one of them, or if he be

attacked by his creditors, he has inftant recourfe to

the fuccour of his aflbciates. In the firft cafe, they

accompany him to his trial, and ferve, fhould it be

neceffary, as advocates or witneffes '^
-, in the fecond,

they advance the fum neceffary to extricate him

from his difficulties without requiring any interell

for it, and prefcribe no other time for the repay-

ment of the loan, than the re-eftablifhm.ent of his

fortune or his credit ^ If he afterwards fails in

his engagements, when able to fulfil them, he is

not indeed liable to a profecution, but his honour

is lofts They fometimes meet and cement their

friendly union by entertainments, at which good

P Ariftot. de Mor. lib. 4, cap. 14, t. ii. p. 56.
9 Lyf. Delat. iti Obtredt. p. 159. .

' Theophr. Charaft. cap. 15 et 17. Cafaub. in Theophr,

cap. 1 5. Pet. in Leg. Att. p, 429.
s Herald. Animadv. in Salinal". lib. 6, cap. 3, p. 414.

humour
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humour and innocent freedom prefide^ Thele

afibciations, originally founded on noble and ge-

nerous motives, are at prefent maintained only

from unjuft and interefted views. The rich

man at their meetings mixes in company with the

poor, to induce them to perjure themfelvcs in his

favour " •, and the poor man feeks the fociety of

the rich, in order to acquire fome claim to their

protection.

Among the various focieties of Athens, there is

one whofe only objed: is to obferve and collect

every fpecies of ridiculous abfurdity, and to divert

itfelf with plcafantries and bons-mots. The mem-

bers cf it, to the number of fixty, are all men of

extraordinary vivacity and brilliant wit : their meet-

ings are held from time to time in the temple of

Hercules, where ihey pronounce their humour-

ous decrees in prefence of a crowd of fpe6tators

drawn thither by the fingularity of the fcene ; nor

have the misfortunes of the ftate ever induced them

to intermit their m.eetings '.

Two extremes of folly, among others, multiply

the decrees of this tribunal. Some perfons here

endeavour to exceed even Attic elegance, whillt

others feem to drive to furpafs even Spartan fim-

plicity. The former take cfpecial care to have a

' ^fchin. in Ctcfiph. p. 468. D'jport. in Theopbr. cap. ]0,

» Demofth. ap. Haipocr. in E^xv.

» A then. lib. 14, p. ^14.

Vol. II. Z
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fmooth chin, frequently to change their drefs, to

dilplay the polilhed enamel of their teeth, and to

load themlelves with perfumes)'. They wear

flowers at their ears ', carry twilled canes in their

hands *, and wear Alcibiades' Jhoes^ a kind of fhoes

the firft idea of which was given by Alcibiades,

and which are ftill in fafhion among young people

attentive to their drefs **. The latter afte6t the

manners of the Lacedemonians, and are confe-

quently charged with the Laconcmania '^
. Their

hair hangs in diforder over their fhoulders j they

diftinguilh themfelves by a coarfe cloak, plain

fandals, a long beard, a huge flaff, a folemn gait*^,

and, if I may venture fo to fpeak, by all the in-

fignia of modefiy. The nngularities of the firft,

calculated only to attradt attention, are lefs offen-

five than thofe of the fccond clafs, who make a

dired attack on our efleem. ! have fecn this pre-

tended fimplicity^ treated as infolence by men of

fcnfe, and they were in the right : every exclu-

five pretenfion is a ufurpation, for fuch pretenfions

evidently encroach upon the claims of others.

y Theophr. Cliaraci:. cap. 5.

2 Cratin. ap, Athen. lib. 12, p. 553.
3 Theophr. ibid.

^ Athen. lib. 12, p. 53.^
<= Ariftoph. in Av. v. 1281. Plat, in Protag. t. 1. p. 342»

Demoilh. adv. Conon. p. 1 113.

•1 Demoilh. ibid. Pint, in Phoc. p. 746.
« Ariltot. de Mor. lib. 4, cap. 13, t. li. p. ^6.
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CHAP. XXI.

Of Religion, of the Priefis and facred Miniftcrs, and

of the principal Offences againjl Religion.

I
HERE only mean to fpeak of the eftablifhed

religion. I fliall in another place give the

opinions of philofophers on the fubjedt^of the

Deity.

The public worfhip is founded on this law :

*' Honour in public and in private the gods and

heroes of the country. Let every one annually of-

fer up, according to his abilities, and the cullomary

rites, the firft fruits of his harvefts ^"

From the earliefl times the objeds of religious

worfhip have multiplied among the Athenians.

They received the tv/eive principal divinities s

from the Egyptians ^
j and others from the Li-

byans and different nations ^ In procefs of time a

law was enacted, prohibiting, under pain of death,

the introdu6lion of any foreign wordiip without a

f Porphyr. de Abftin. lib. 4, § 22, p. 380.
6 Find. Olymp. 10, v. 59. Ariftoph. in Av. v, 95. Thucyd,

lib. 6. cap. 54.
*> Hciodot. lib. 2^cap. 4.

• Id. lib. 2, cap. 50 ; et lib. 4, cap. 188.

Z 2
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decree of the Areopagus, moved for by the

public orators ^. Within the laft century, this

tribunal becoming lefs fcrupulous, the gods of

Thrace, of Phrygia, and fome other barbarous

people, have made an irruption into Attica ', and

triumphantly maintained their ground, in defpite

of the pleaiantries with which the theatre rings

asainft thefe ftrange deities and the nocturnal cere-

monies celebrated in their honour ™.

It was a fublime inftitution of ancient times, to

coniecrate, by monuments and feftivals, the memiory

of kinspand individuals who had rendered eflential

fervices to mankind. Such is the origin of the

profound veneration paid to heroes. In the num-

ber of thefe, the Athenians place Thefeus, the

firft author of their liberty ; Erechtheus, one of

their ancient kings "
; thofe who merited to give

their name to the ten tribes °
; and others again,

among whom v/e muft diftinguifh Hercules, who

is indifcriminately ranked in the clais of gods and

m that of heroes p.

^ Jofeph. in Appion. lib. 2, p. 491 et 493. Karpocrat. in

1 Plat, de Rep. lib. I, t. i. p. 327 et 3c;4. Demofth. de Cor,

p. 516. Strab. lib. ic, p. 471. Hefycl . ia Qso) [jak.

>" Ariiloph. in Vefp. V. 9. Lyiiil. v. 389, &c. Cicer. de Leg.

lib. 2, cap. 15, t. iii. p. 149.
n Meurf. de Rcgib. Athcn. lib. 2, cap. 12.

o Paufan. lib. i, cap. 5, p. 13.

r Hsrodot. lib. 2, cap. 44. Paufaa. lib. 1, cap. 15, p. %J.

lib. 2, cap. 10, p. 133.
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The worfhip of the latter differs efTentially from

that of the gods, aii well in the objedl as in the

ceremonies. The Greeks proftrate themfelves

before the divinity, to acknowledge their depend-

ence, to implore his protedtion, or thank him for

his bounties. They confecrate temples, altars, and

groves, and celebrate feftivals and games in ho-

nour of the heroes ^, to perpetuate their glory, and

recall the memory of their illuilrious deeds. In-

cenfe is burnt on their altars, at the fame time that

libations are poured over their tombs to procure

repofe to their manes. The facrifices with which

they are honoured by their votaries, therefore, are,

properly fpeaking, addrelTed only to the infernal

gods.

Secret dodlrines are taught in the myfteries of

Eleufis, and in thofe of Bacchus, and other divini-

ties. But the eftablifhed religion is total", y external.

It holds out no body of doclrine, no public in-

flrudlion, no rigorous injunction to participate, on

ftated days, in the eftablilhed worlhip. The only

faitli required is to feem to believe that the gods

exift, and reward virtue, either in this life, or in

that to come : the only praftice, to perform at in-

tervals fome religious ads, fuch as appearing in the

temple at the folcmn fcilivals, and facrificing on the

public altars ^

s Thucyd. lib. 5, cap. i r.

' Xenoph, Apol. Socrat. p. 703.

Z3
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The religion of the common people entirely con-

flRs in prayers, facrifices, and purifications.

Individuals addrefs their prayers to the gods, at

the beginning of any undertaking \ Thefe they

offer up in the morning, the evening, and at the

rifmg and fetting of the fun and m.oon \ Some-

times they repair to the temple with downcafl eyes

and a ferious deportment ", and prefent themfeives

as fuppliants. There is not a mark of refpe6l, of

fear or flattery, that courtiers fhew to fovereigns

on approaching the throne, but are teftified by

men toward the gods, on coming near their altars.

They kifs the ground "
•, they pray {landing y, on

their knees *, pro{lrate% and holding branches in

their hands ^, which they elevate towards heaven,

or ftretch out towards the llatue of the god, after

applying it to their mouths'^. If the v/orfhip be di-

rected to the infernal deities, they fail not, in order

to attra6t their attention, to ftrike the earth with

their feet or hands'^.

Some pronounce their prayers in a low voice.

* Plat, in Tim. t. iii. p. 27.

* Id. de Leg. lib. 10, t. ii. p. 887.
" Id. in Alcib. 2, t. ii. p. 138.
" Potter. Archasolog. lib. 2, cap. 5.

y Philoftr. in Apullun. Vit. lib. 6, cap. 4, p. 233.
2= Theopbr Charaft. cap. 16.

» Lat'it. in Diogen. lib. 6, § 37.
•» bopl'.ocl. in CEdip. Tyr. v. 3. Schol. ibid.

« Lucian. in Encom. Demofth. § 49, t. Iii. p. 526.
^ Homer. Iliad. 9, v. 564. Schol. ibid. Cicer. Tufcul. lib. 2,

cap. 25,1. ii. p. 297.
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Pythagoras wifhed them always to be faid aloud,

that nothing might be aflced which could excite a

blufh \ And in fadt, what rule can be more ex-

cellent than that we fliould hold converfc with the

gods as if in prefence of men, and with men as

if in the jM-efence of the gods ?

At public Iblemnities, the Athenians prefer, in

common, their vows for the profperity of the ftate,

and of their allies ^ ; fometimes for the prefervation

of the fruits of the earth, and the return of rain,

or of fine weather •, fometimes to be delivered

from peftilence and famine s.

The religious ceremonies of the Athenians fre-

quently afford a beautiful and moft awful fpeftacle.

The fpace before the temple, and the porticos that

furround it, are full of people. The priells ad-

vance under the veltibule near the altar. After

the officiating pried has laid, in a fonorous voice,

" Let us make libations, and let us pray "•," one

of the fubordinate minifters, in order to obta n

from the cong-reg-ation a declaration of their devout

difpofitions, demands, " Who are they who com-

pofe this affembly r" " Honeft people," reply they,

all in concert. " Be filent then," adds he. Prayers

adapted to the occafion are then recited, and pre-

" Clem. Altx. Slrom. HI). 4, p. 641.
f Tlicopomp. ap. 8clioi. Ariiloph. in Av. v. 88 r. Liv. lib. 31,

cap. 44.
5 Eurip. in Suppllc. v. 2S, P.ocl. in Tim. lib. 2, p. 65.

Tliom. Gale not. in Jamblic. Mylltr. p. 283.
^ Aiiiioph. in Piic. v. 434 et 965.

Z 4



34+ TRAVELS OF
£ently the facred hymns are chanted by chorufes

of youths. Their voices are fo harmonious, and

fo well feconded by the art of the poet, attentive

to feleft moving fubjedls, as to draw tears from

the greater part of the audience '\ But the reli-

gious mufic is in general lively, and more proper

to infpire joy than forrow. Such is the imprelTion

made on us at the feftivals of Bacchus, when, after

one of the minifters has faid aloud, " Invoke the

god •," every perfon immediately joins in a hymn
beginning with thefe words :

" O fon of Semele ^
!

O Bacchus, difpenfer of riches !"

Individuals weary heaven by ridiculous prayers,

perfecuting the gods to grant them every thing

that may contribute to their ambition or their

pieafures. Thefe prayers are confidered as blaf-

phemy by fome philofophers', who, perfuaded

that men are not capable of difcerning what is

really for their advantage, would wifh them to

place their Ible reliance on the bounty of the

gods, or, at lead, never to addrefs them but in

that kind of formulary handed down to us in the

writings of an ancient poet :
" O ! thou who art

the king of heaven, grant us what is ufeful to us,

whether we afk it, or whether we afk it not ! Re-

fufe us what would be hurtful to us, even iliould

we aflc if"!"

J Plat, de Leg. lib. 7, t. ii. p. 800.
^ Schol. Arilloph. in Ran. v. 4S2,
1 Pint, in Alcib. 2, t. ii. p. 1 49,

Id. ibid. p. 143.
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Formerly facrifices to the gods were confined

to the fruits of the earth", and we ftiil fee in

Greece feveral altars on which it is forbidden to

immolate any vid:ims °. Bloody facrifices were

with difficulty introduced. Man felt a natural

horror at plunging the fteel into the brcaft of an

animal deftined to the plough, and become the

companion of his labours'* : it was prohibited un-

der pain of death ^ by an exprefs law ; and univerfal

pradice induced him to abltain from the flelli of

animals ^ The refpe6t long entertained for an-

cient traditions, is evinced by a ceremony repeated

every year.

At a feftival confecrated to Jupiter, off^erings

are placed on an altar, near to which feveral oxen

are made to pafs, and the ox that touches thele

offerings is to be the deftined vi6lim. Water is

then brought in vafes by young damfels; and the

* minifters of the god bear the inftrumcnt of facrifice.

Scarcely has the flaughterer ftruck the blow, before

he drops the axe, and takes to flight. Mean while

his companions tafte of the vielim, few up the

hide, ftuff it with hay, faften this Ihapelefs figure

to a plough, and then go to juftify themfelves before

n Porphyr. de Abftin. lib. 2, § 6, &c.
* Paufan. lib. I, cap. 26, p. 62. Id. lib. 8, cap. Z, p. 600 J

cap. 42, p. 688.
P JE.lian.Var. HiPior. lib. 5, cap. 14.
<» Var. de Re Riillic^ib. 2, cap. 5,
» Plat, de Leg. lib. 6, t. ii. p. 782.
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judges, to whofe tribunal they are fummoned. The
girls who have furnilhed the water to fharpen the

inftruments, throw the blame on thofe who have

aftually whetLed them •, the latter, on the perfons

who have flaughtered the viftim j and thefe again,

on the inftruments, which are condemned as the

perpetrators of the murder, and call into the

fea^

This myfterious ceremony is of the highefl anti-

quity, and perpetuates the memory of an event that

occurred in the time of Erechtheus. A hufband-

man having placed his offering on the altar, killed

an ox v;hich had devoured part of it. He fled,

and a criminal profecution was inftituted againft

the axe ^

When the fruits of the earth were the only food

of men, care was taken to referve a certain portion

for the gods. The fame praftice was continued

when they began to feed upon' the fiefn of animalg

;

and hence poffibly the origin of fanguinary facri-

fices, which, in fa6l, are only repass offered to

the gods, and of which thole who are prcfent are

invited to partake.

An acquaintance with a multitude of praflices

and ceremonies conftitutes all the fcience of the

priefts. Sometimes water is to be poured on the

' Paufan. lib. i, cap. 24, p. 57. Tlilian. Var. Hiih lib. S,

cap. 3. Foipliyr. de Abllin. lib. 2, § ^iJ; p. 154.
' FaufuQ. ibid. cap. ;8, p. 70.
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altar, or the head of the vidims -, fometimes honey

or oil ". But in general they are fprinkled with

wine J and then the wood of the fig-tree, the

myrtle, or the vine, are burnt upon the altar *.

Nor is lefs attention neceffary in the choice of the

vidim, which muft be without a blemifli, and

have no defefl or diforder. All animals likewife

are not equally proper for facrifice. At firil, none

were offered up but fuch as ferved for food, as the

ox, the Ihcep, the goat, the hog, &c. * After-

ward horfes were facrificed to the Sun, ftags to

Diana, and dogs to Hecate. Each country, each

temple, h»s its particular ufages. The averfion

and predilecftion of the gods are equally fatal to

the animals confecrated to their woriliip.

But why Ihould a cake, made with barley-

meal and fait ', be placed on the head of the

viclim ? Why fhould the hair be plucked from its

foivlicad, and thrown into the fire ^ ? Why (hould

the thighs be burned with cloven wood*= ?

When I prefTed the minifters of the temples to ex-

plain to me thefe rites, they gave me the fame anfwer

" Porphyr. de Ab.lin. lib. 2, § 20, p. 138.
* Suid. in Nrj^aX.

y Homer. Iliad, lib. I, v. 66. Schol. ibid. Arlftot. ap. Athen.

lib. 15, cap. 5, p. 674. Pint, de Orac. Def. t. ii. p. 437.
z Suid. in ©troy. Homer. Iliad, et OdylT. paflim.

' Serv. ad. Virgil, il^ieid. lib. 2, v. 133.
b Homer. OdviT. lib. 3, v. 446. Eurip. in Eleftr. v. 810.
« Homer. Iliad, lib. i, v. 462.
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a.^ a pried of Tliebes, of whom I had enquired

why the Bceocians offered eels to the gods. " We
obfeive," laid he, " the cuftoms of our forefathers,

without thinking ourl'elves obliged to give a reafon

for them to every llranger''."

The vidim is (liarcd between the gods, the

priefts, and thofe who have prefented it. The
portion of the deities is conuimed by fire ; that of

the priefts confbitutes part of their revenue, and

the third furnifhes a prerext to thofe who receive

it, to give an entertainment to their friends ^ Some
there are who, williing to make a parade of their

opulence, ftrive to diilinguifh themfelves by pom-

pous facrifices. I have feen individuals who, after

immolating an ox, decorated the fore part of its

head with flov/ers and ribbons, and had it fufpended

at their doors *". As the facrifice of the ox is in

the higheft eflimation, little cakes in the (hape of

that animal are made for the poor •, and the priefts

are obliged to content themfelves with this offer-

ing s.

So imperious is the fway with which fuperftition

rules the mind, that it renders even the mildeft

people on earth ferocious. Human facrifices were

formerly not unfrequent among the Greeks ^\

^ Atiien. lib. 7, cap. 13, p. 297.
• Xcnoph. Mcmor. lib. 2, p. 745.
' Tlu-oplir. Chara^l. cap. 21,

?. Suid. in Bi;. "EQd'.

^ Clem. Alex. Cohort, ad Gent. t. i. p. ^6. Purphyr. dc
AbRin. lib. 2, ^ 54, p» i<;7, 5cc.
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They were common in almoft every nation, and in

ibme the pradice is continued to this day '

; but ic

is impofllble that it ihould long fubfill, for abiurd

and ufekfs cruelties muft fooner or huer yield to

nature and to realon. The blind confidence which

man places in the external adls of religion, has

ellablifhed a more lading empire. The unjuil,

nay the worft of villains, dare to flatter themfelves

with the hopes of corrupting the gods by prefents,

and of deceiving them by the outward fhew of

piety ^. In vain do philofophers declaim againft

fo dangerous an error, which will ever be

cherifhed by the bulk of mankind, becaufe it will

always be eafier to furnifli viftims than to be

virtuous.

The Athenians once complained to the oracle

of Amnion, that the gods had declared in favour

of the Lacedaemonians, who offered to them only

a fmall number of vidlims, and thole meagre and

mutilated. The oracle replied, that not all the

facrifices of the Greeks were equal in worth to the

humble and modeft prayer in which the Lace-

daemonians are contented with aficing the only real

blefiings of the gods K This oracle of Jupiter

reminds me of another which reflecfts no lefs ho-i

nour on that of Apollo. A rich Theffalian being

• Plat, de Leg. lib. 6, t. ii. p. ybi.

^ Id. ibid. lib. lo, p. 885, 905 et 906.
1 Flat. Alcib. 2, t. ii. p. i4«.

6
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at Delphi, offered up, with all the parade of often-

tation, an hundred oxen with gilded horns. At

the fame inftant, a poor citizen of Hermione

drawing a handful of flour from his wallet,

threw it into the flame burning on the altar. The

Pythia declared that this man's worfhip was more

acceptable to the gods than that of the Thef-

falian "'.

As water purifies the body, it was imagined,

from analogy, capable alfo of purifying the foul

;

and this efi^ed: it was fuppofed to operate in two

ways, either by freeing it from its pollutions, or by

difpofmg it to contrail none. Hence two forts of

luftration, the one expiatory, the other preparatory.

By the former, the clemency of the gods is im-

plored i
and by the latter, their afllftance.

Care is taken to purify children immediately

after their birth"; as alfo thofe who enter the

temples °
•, fuch as have committed homicide, even

though involuntary •"

; perfons alTlidted with cer-

tain diforders, confidered as figns of the anger of

heaven, fuch as the plague '^, phrenfy •, Sec. -, and

all, in fhort, who wifli to render themfelves accept*

able to the gods.

^ Porpbyr. de AbHin.lib. 2. § 15, p. 126.

» Siiid. et Harpocr. in 'A(jt.^i^^.

• Eurip. in Ion. v. 65.

P Dc:nofth. in Ariftocr. p. 736.
s Lacrt. in Epim. lib. I, § 110.

« Arilloph. in Vefp. v. 1 1 'i. Schol. Ibid.
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This ceremony has infenfibly been applied to

temples, altars, and all places luppofed to be

honoured by the prefcnce of the deity ; to cities,

ilrcets, houfes, fields -, to every place either profaned

by crimes, or which it is wiihcd iliouid be parti-

cularly favoured by heaven ^

Every year the city of Athens is purified, on the

6th of the month Thargelion^ As often as the

anger of heaven is manifefted againft it by pefti-

lencc or famine, a ceremony is had recourfe to,

which is fuppofed to divert the calamity on a man
and woman of the lower clafles of the people, main-

tained by the flate, to become, when needful, ex-

piatory vidtims, each in the name of their rcfpec-

tive fexcs. Thefe are led in procefiion through

the ftreets, to the found of inilruments ; and, after

receiving a few ftripes, are driven out of the city.

Formerly tliey were committed to the flames, and

their afhes fcattered in the wind ".

Though fea-water be the beft fuited to purifica-

tions % what is called luftral water is generally

ufed. This is common water, in which a burnincr

firebrand, taken from the altar at the facrifice of

5 I^orney, de I.iiilr.

• Diog. Laert. lib. 2, § 44.
" Arifloph. In Equit. v. II33. Schol. ibid. Id. in Ran.

T. 745. Schol. ibid. Hcllad. ap. Phot. p. 1590. Meurf. Gra:c.
Fer. in Tharg-cl.

- Eurip. iph. in Taur. v. 1193. Eullath. in Iliad. lib. r,

p. 108.
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a vifbim, has been dipped y. The veflels that arc

in the veftibules of the temples, in the places

where the general aflembly is held, and round the

coffins in which dead bodies are expofed to the

fight of pafTengers, are filled with this water *.

As metals are purified by fire-, as fait and nitre-

wafli away filth, and preferve bodies ; and fmoke

and agreeable odours are a fecurity againft the

corruption of unwholefome air, it has gradually

been conceived that thefe and other expedients

might be employed in the different luftrations.

Hence it is that a fecret virtue is afcribed to the

incenfe burnt in temples ^, and to the flowers

ufed to crown thofe who facrifice. Hence like-

wife is it that a houfe is fuppofed to recover its

purity by the fmoke of fulphur, and by the fprink-

ling of a water impregnated with a few grains of

fait ''. On certain occafions, it is deemed fufficient

to turn round a fire*^, or to fee a little dog, or

other animal, pafs round their perfons''. In the

luftration of cities, the vi6tims intended for facri-

fice are led along the walls '^.

The rites differ, according to the greater or lefs

y Emip. Here. Fur. v. gaS. Athen. lib. 9, cap. 18, p. 409.
* Cafaub. in Theophr. Charaft. cap. 16, p. 126,

= Plaut. Amphitr. aft. 2, fcen. 2, v. 107,
^ Theocr. Idyl. 24, v. 94.
•^ Harpocr. in A/i^^iJ^.

^ Lomey, de Luftr. cap. 23.

« Athen. lib. 14, cap. 5, p. 626.

importance
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importance of the objed, and the different degrees

of fuperftition. Some hold it effential to plunge

into a river ; others, that it is only neceifary feven

times to immerfe the head : but in general they

are contented with dipping their hands in luflral

water, or with having it fprinkled over them by a

pried, who is always in waiting for that purpofe

at the gate of the temple ^

Each individual may offer facrifices on an altar

placed at the door of his houfe, or in a private

chapel s. There have I often feen a virtuous

father, furrounded by his children, joining in the

worfhip of the fame god, and forming vows

didlated by affe<5lion, and worthy of the attention

of the divinity. The fundlions of this kind of

priefthood being limited to a fingle family, it be-

came necelTary to appoint minillers for public

worfhip.

In no city are there fo many priefts and prieflefles

to be found as at Athens, as there is alfo non^

where fuch a number of temples are ere6led to

the gods, or in which fo many feflivals are cele-

brated^.

In the country towns of Attica, and every other

part of Greece, a fingle priefl only is required to

officiate in a temple. In confiderable cities, the

f Hcfych. in 'Y^^av. Lomey, de Lullr. p. 120.
t Plat, de Leg. lib. lo, t. ii. p. 910.
^ Xenoph. de Rep. Athen. p. 700.

Vol. II. A a
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duties of the priefthood are fnared among fcvcral

perfons, who for.n a fort of community, at the

head of which is the miniiler of the god, who

fometimes bears the title of high prieft. Under

him are the Neocoro?, who.e buiinefs it is to fuper-

intend the decoration and cleanlmel's of the lacred

places', and to fprinkle holy w?;ter on the perfons

who y.Cit the temple '^
; facrificing priefls, who

flaughter the vidims •, foothfayers, who confult the

entrails; heralds, who adjuft the ceremonies, and

difmifs the ^fiembly \ In fome places, the name

of father is bellowed en the chief of the priefts,

and that of moih.r on the principal of the

prieftefles "'.

Funclions of inferior fandity, and relative to

the fervice of the temple, are intruded to lay offi-

cers. Some are appointed to be guardians of the

treafury •, and others to airift as witnelTcs and in-

fpeclors at folemn facrifices".

The pricfts officiate in rich veflments, on which

-are infcnbed, in golden letters, the names of the

benefactors to the temple". This magnificence

derives additional fplendour from their perfonal

» Suid. in N h'y..

k Mem. de TAcad. des Bell. Lettr. t. i. p. 6l.

1 Pott. Archaeolog. lib. 2, cap. 3.
f" iVlem, de I'Acad. dcs Beil. Lettr. t. xxiii. p. 411.
«» Plat, de Leg- lib. 6, t. ii. p. 750. Ariiot. de Rep. lib. 6,

cap. 8, t. ii. p. 423. Deraoilh. adv. Mid. p. 630. Ulp. ia

Demofth. p. 686. iEfchin. in Timarch. p. 276.
• Liban. in Deraoilh, Orat. adv. Ariftog. p. 845.
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beauty, their majeftic deporrmenr, the fonoroufncfs

of their voices, and, above all, from the attributes

of the deity whcfc minifters they are. Thus the

prieftefs of Ceres appears crowned wirh poppies

and ears of corn ^ ; the prieftefs of Minerva, with

the segis, the cuirafs, and a helmet citftcd with

tufts of feathers '.

The priefthood is in many inftances annexed to

ancieiK and powerful families, and tranfmitted from

father to fon ^

In others it is conferred by the people \ But in

no cafe can this office be filled without a previous

examination both of the perfon and morals of the

candidate. It is requifite for the new prieft to have

no perfonal deforniity \ and that his conduct fhould

have been at all times irreproachable ". With refpedt

to knowledge, it is enough if he is veried in the

ritual of the temple to which he is appointed •, if

he is able to perform the ceremonies with de-

cency, and to difcriminate between the different

fpecies of prayers and woriliip to be addiefled

to the gods *.

Some temples are fcrved by prieftefles, as that

P Call. Hymn, in Ceicr. v. 41;. Spanh. ib. t. ii. p. 694.
Heliod. ^thiop. lib. 3, p. 134. Plut. in X. Rhet. t. ii. p. 843.

1 Polyan. lib. 8, cap. 59.
• Piat. de Leg. ibid. Plut. ibid. Hefych. Harpocr. et Suid*

in Kiyi^.

• Demofth. Exord. Cone. p. 239.
' Etyinol. Magn. in 'A^t\.

Plat.de Leg. lib. 6, t.ii. p. 759. .^.fchin. in Tlmarchi

?• 263.
* Plat. Politic, t. ii. p. 290.

A a 2
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of Bacchus In the quarter of the marfhes. They

are fourteen in number, and appointed by the

king-archon y. Stridl continence is required from

them. The wife of this archon, ftyled the queen,

initiates them into the myfteries, of which they

are the guardians, and obliges them, previous

to being received, to take an oath, by which

they folemnly affirm that they have always lived

in the greateft purity, and fpotlefs from all inter-

courfe with man ".

The revenues afllgned for the maintenance of

the priefts and temples are derived from different

fources ^ A tenth part of all penalties and con-

fifcations is alv»^ays deduced for Minerva, and a'

fift'eth for the other deities ^. A tenth of all the

fpoils taken from the enemy is likewife confe-

crated to the gods'^. In each temple, two officers,

known by the name of Parafites, have the right of

cxadling a meafure of barley from the different

landholders of the diflrid '^
: in a word, there are

few temples which do not polTefs houfes and

cftates ^

y Harpocr. Hcfych. et Etymol. Magn. in Ts^aj. Poll. lib. it,

I io8.

^ Demofth. in Nefer. p. 873.
a Mem, de I'Acad. des Bell. Lettr. t. xviii. p. f>6.

^ Demofth. in Timoer. p. 791. Xenoph. Hift. Graec. lib. I,

p. 449.
^ Demoftli. ibid. Sophocl. Trach. v. 186. Harpocr. in Askixt.

^ Crates, ap. Athen. lib. 6, cap. 6, p. 235.
e Plat, de Leg. lib. b, p. 759. Harpocr. in Awo ixt^. MaufTac.

ibid. Taylor, in Marmor. Sand. p. 64. Chandler, Infcrip.

fiart z, p. 75.
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Thcfe revenues, to which may be added the

offerings of individuals, are under the diredlion of

the treafurers of the temple ^. They are employed

for the reparation and decorations of tlie holy

places, for the expences incurred by the facrifices,

and for the fupport of the priefts, who almoft all

have falaries s, are provided with lodging, and en-

titled to certain perquifites from every victim.

Some poffefs a more confiderable revenue, as the

prieftefs of Minerva, to whom a mcafure of wheat,

another of barley, and an obolus, muft beprefented

as often as any perfon dies, or a birth takes place

in the family ^.

Befides thefe advantages, the priefts have an

intereft in maintaining the right of afylum, granted

not only to the temples, but to the facrcd groves

in which they (land, and to the houfes and chapels

within their precin6bs '. A criminal cannot be

torn from thence, nor even prevented from re-

ceiving his fubfiftence. This privilege, as of-

fenfive to the gods as it is convenient to their

minillers, extends even to detached altars '•^.

In Egypt the priefts form the firft clafs of the

ftate, without being obliged to contribute to its

f Arillot. Politic, lib. 6, cap. 8, p. 423. Chandl. Infcript.

BOt. p. XV. &c.

B ^fchin. in Ctefiph. p. 430.
'• Arillot. fficou. lib. 2, t. ii. p. 502.
' Thucyd. lib. i, cap. 128 ct 134. Strab. lib. 8, p. 374. Taciu

Annal. lib. 4, cap. 14.

'' Thucyd. lib. i, cap. 126.
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necefTines, though the third part of the landed

property be fet apart for their maintenance. The
purity of their manners, and the aufterity of their

lives, fecure them the confidence of the people*,

and their knowledge that of the fovenrign, whofc

council they compofe, and who mull be either

taken from their body, or have become a member

of it before he afcends the throne ^ Interpreters

as they are of the will of the gods, and difpofers of

that of men, exclufive guardians of the iciences,

and efpecially of the fecrets of medicine "', the

power they enjoy is boundlefs, fmce the prejudices

and weakneiTes of men are under their abfolute

direction.

Thofe of Greece have obtained honours -, fuch

as diftinguifhed places at the theatres". All might,

if they chofe, confine themfelves to the functions

of their facred miniftry, and fpend their days in

pleafing indolence °-, but many of them, anxious

to merit by their zeal the refped due to their cha-

radter, have filled the mod important and burthen-

fome offices of the republic, and ferved it in

armies, and in embaffies ',

J Plat, in Politic, t. ii. p. 290. Diod. Sic. lib. I, p. 66. Plut.

de Ilid. et Ofir. t. ii. p. 354.
"• Clem. Alex. Strom, lib. 6, p. 758. Liett. lib. 3, § C.

" Chandl. Infcrip. part 2, p. 73. Schol. in Ariftoph. in Ran.

V. 299.
* Ifocr. de Permtit. t. ii. p. 410.

P Herodot. lib. 9, cap. 85. Plut. in Ariftid. p. 32 I. Xenoph.

Hift. Graec. p. 55^^. Demofth. in Neasr. p. 880.

3
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They form no fcparate and independent body^,

nor is there any comirjon intercll between the

minifters of difFcrent ten.ples ; and in caufes which

perl mally refpecl them, they are amenable to the

ordinary tribunals.

The nine archons, or fupreme magiftrates, watch

over the public worOrp, and are always at the

head of religious ccremon'es. The office of the

fecond, known by the name of king, is to pro-

fccute for all offences againlt rcligic-n, to prefide

at the public facrifices, and deci^.:e all conueds

between the lacerdotal families, on the fubjecft of

any vacant priefthood ^ The priefts m,ay indeed

diredl the facrifices of individuals ; but if in thefe

acts of piety they happen to tranfgrefs the cfta-

blifhcd laws, they cannot efcape the vigilance of

the magiftrates. In our time we have fetn the

high-prieft of Ceres puniflied, by order of govtrn-

ment, for having violated thefe laws in arcicks ap-

parently of no importance ^

Next to the priefts we muft place thofe inter-

preters whofe profeffion is held m honour by the

ftate, and who are maintained by it in the pryta-

neum^ They read futurity in the flight of birds,

and in the entrails of vidmns. They accompany

». Mem. del'Acad. des Bell. Lcttr. t. xviii. p. 72.
»

1 lilt, in I'olitic. t.ii. p. 290. Poll. lib. 8, cap. 9, ^ 90. Sigon,

« Dcmofth. in Neasr. p, 8-0.

* Arilloph. in Pac. v. xo<'^4. Schol. ibid.
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the armies ; and on their decifion not unfrequently

depend revolutions in governments, and the ope-

rations of a campaign. They are found in every

part of Greece, but the moil celebrated are thofe

of Elis. There, for m.any centuries paft, two

or three families have tranfmitted from father to

fon the art of predidring events, and of averting

or fufpending the calamities incident to mortals.

Sometimes their anfwers are offered to fale to the

belt bidders ".

The foothfayers extend their minifbry flill far-

ther, and take confciences under their guidance.

They are confulted to know whether certain a£tions

are or are not conformable to the divine law *.

Some I have iccn carry their fanatic ifm. even to

gloomy feverity, and who, efleeming themfelves

the guardians of the facred ordinances of heaven,

would have profecuted tlieir father to death were he

guilty of a murder ^.

About two or three centuries ago, certain men

appeared, who, without having received any au-

thority from the government, {tt themfelves up as

interpreters of the will of the gods, and cherifhed

among the people a credulity they either did, or

affedled to poffefs, wandering from country to

" Herodot. lib. 9, cap. 33. Paufan. lib. 3, cap. ii, p. 232 j

lib. 4, cap. 15, p. 317; lib. 6, cap. 2, p. 454. Cicer. de
Divinat. lib. I, cap. 41, t. iii. p. 34.

X Plat, in Eutyphr. t. i, p. 4.

y Id. ibid. p. 5.
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coantry, menacing all nations with the wrath of

heaven, inventing and teaching new rites to ap-

peafe it, and rendering men more weak and un-

happy than they are, by difleminating terror and

remorfe. Some owed their high reputation to im-

poflure, others to fuperior knowledge and genius.

Among the number of thefe were Abaris of

Scythia, Empedocles of Agrigentum, and Epi-

menides of Crete "".

The imprefllon they left in the minds of men

has perpetuated the reign of fuperftition. The

people imagine they difcover manifeft tokens of

the will of the gods, at all times, and in all places

;

in eclipfcs, in the noife of thunder, in the great

phc-cnomena of nature, and in the mod fortuitous

events. Dreams % the unexpeflcd fight of certain

animals ^, a convulfive motion of the eyelids ^,

a tingling of the ears **, fneezing % a few words

cafually dropt, and a variety of the mod indifferent

natural effeds, are become, in their idea, fo many

fortunate or inaufpicious omens. Do you find a

ferpent in your houfe ? ere6t an altar on the very

fpot^ Do you fee a kite hovering in the air?

fall inftantly upon your knees s. Is your ima-

^ Laert. in Epim. lib. i, § 109. Biuck. Hilt. Phil. t. i. p. 357.
" Homer. Iliad, lib. I, v. 63. Sophocl. Ele^lr. v. 426.
*" Theophr. Charaft. cap. 16,

<^ Tlieocr. Idyl. 3, v. 37.
^ A'Ahn. Var. Hift. lib. 4, cap. 17.
* Aiiftoph. in Av. V. 721.
f Theophr. ibid. Terent. in Phorm. aft. 4, feci). 4-
* Ariftoph. in Av, v. 501.
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gination diflurbed by uneafmefs or malady ? it "*!»

Empufa who has appeared to you ; it is a phantom

fent by Hecate, which aflumes all forts of forms

in order to torment the wretched^.

In all thefe circumftances recourfe is had to the

foothfayers and interpreters ' ^ and the lemedies

they prefcribe are as chimerical as the imaginary

mifchiefs.

Some of thefe impoftors infinnate themfelves

into opulent families, and avail themfelvTS of the

prejudices of weak minds ^. They pretend to

poITcfs infallible fccrets to enchain the power of

evil fpirits. Their promifes hold out likewifc

three advantages extrcn^ely alluring to the rich,

and which confift in fort'fy'ng them againft re-

mcrfe, avengin^ them of their enem'es, and en-

furing the continuance of their happinefs beyond

the grave. The prayers and exp'ations they

pradlife on thefe occafions, are contained in an-

cient rituals, which bear the names of Orpheus

and Mufasus '.

Women, of the dregs of the populace, follow the

fame traffic "", and go f.om houfe to houfe, among

the poorer people, to diflribute a kind of initiation,

in which they fprinkle water on the initiated, rub

^ Ariftoph. in Ran. v, 295.
' Theophr. Charaft. cap. i 6.

'' Plat de Rep. lib. 2, p. 364.
5 Id. ibid.

^ Dcmofth. de Cor. p. 516. Laevt. lib. 10, ^ 4.
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him with mud and bran, clothe him in the fkin of

an animal, and accompany thefc ceremonies with

formularies read out of their ritual, and piercing

flirieks that terrify and awe the multitude.

Enlightened pcrfons, though exempt in general

from thele wcaknelTcs, are not the lefs attached to

the other ceremonies of religion. After any fortunate

fs^nt, in time of ficknefs, or the fmallcft danger,

at the recolledion of a frigiitful dream, they fail

not to offer facrifices, and often build chapels

in the r houfes, which have become fo ntimeroLis

as to induce pious philofophers to wifh to fee them

all fuppreffed, and that individuals might offer up

their vows to heaven only in the temples ".

But how is it polTible to reconcile the popular

confidence in holy ceremonies with the ideas en-

tertained of the fovereign of the gods ? For it is

permitted to confider Jupiter as a ufurper, who

expelled his father from the throne of the univerfe,

and is in his turn to be one day driven from it by

his fon. This doctrine, maintained by the fedt of

the pretended difciples of Orpheus ", has been

boldly adopted by ^^fcliylus, in a tragedy frequently

reprcfentcd and applauded, under the fanftion of

the govern Ticnt •*.

" Plat, de Le^. lib. lo, p. 909.
* Procl. in Plat. lib. 5, p. 291. Mem. de I'Acai. dc3 Bell.

Lettr. t. xxiii. p. 265.
P iEfchyl, in Prom. t. 200, 755 ct 947.
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I have already obferved, that, within the laft

century, new gods have been introduced among

the Athenians. I {hould add, that, within the

fame period, incredulity has made equal progrefs.

No fooner had the Greeks received the light of

philofophy, than fome amongfl them, allonifhed

at the irregularities and deformities of nature, were

not lefs fo at perceiving it impoffible to find a.

folution of them, in the fhapelefs fyftem of religion

they had hitherto taken for their guide. Doubts

fucceeded to ignorance, and generated licentious

opinions, embraced with avidity by youthful

minds ^
: but their authors became objects of the

public hatred. The people alleged that they had

fliaken off the yoke of religion only to abandon

themfelves to their pafiions with lefs reftraint

;

and the government believed itfelf called upon to

proceed with feverity againft them. The following

are the arguments urged in j unification of this

intolerance.

Public worfhip being prefcribed by one of the

fundamental laws % and thence clofely connected

with the conftitution, it is impoffible to attack reli-

gion without endangering that conftitution. It is

the duty therefore of the magiftrates to maintain it,

and to oppofe all innovations vifibly tending to its

q Plat, de Leg. lib. 10, p. 886.
' Id. ibid.

* Porphyr. de Abftin. lib. 4, p. 380.
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dcflruftion. They fubje(5l not to cenfure the

fabulous hiftorics of the origin of the gods, nor

philofophical opinions concerning their nature, nor

even indecent pleafantries on the actions attributed

to them by religion : but they profecute and punifh

with death the men who fpeak or write againft

their cxiftcnce ; who contemptuoufly break their

ftatues ; or thofe, in fine, who violate the fecret

of the myfteries avowed and proteded by the

government.

Thus, while the external a6ls of piety are left to

the regulations of the priefts, and the magiilrates

pollers the authority necefiary to maintain religion,

poets are left at liberty to frame new genealo-

gies for the gods \ and philofophers to difcufs the

moil delicate queftions concerning the eternity of

matter, and the formation of the univerfe ", pro-

vided tliar, in the profecution of thele fubje<5ts, they

do but (leer clear of two dangerous rocks : firil,

they mull be careful not to approach too near the

dodlrine taught in the myfteries •, and, fecondly,

not to advance, without modification, principles

which would necefiarily involve the downfall of a

worfhip eilabliihed from time in:imcmorial. In

both thefe cafes they are prgfecuted as guilty of

impiety.

' H( rodot. lib. 2, cap. 156. Jyfeph. in Appion. lib. 2, p. 491*
» hUt. Arlltot. &c.
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This peculation is the more formidable to inno-

cence, as it has more th..n once been employed to

ferve the purpof.s of enmity and revenge, and

eafily enkindles the fury of a people, whofe zeal is

ftill more cruel than that of their priefts and ma-

giftrates.

Every citizen may (land forth as an accufer,

and lodge an information againft the culprit before

the lecond of the archons ', who carries the caufe

into the court of the Heliaftie, one of the chief tri-

bunals of Athens. Sometimes the charge is made

in the afTembly of the people y. When it refpedls

the mylleries of Ceres, the lenate takes cognizance

of it, unlels the accufed choofes to bring it before

theEumolpid^z ; for this ficerdotal family, attached

from the carlieit ages to the temple of that goddefs,

fl:ll retains a jurifdiction confined in its exercife to

the profanation of the rpyfteries, but which is re-

markably fevere. The proceedings of the Eumol-

pid^ are regulated by oral laws, of which they

are the interpreters, and which deliver over the

criminal not only to human punifhment, but to

the vengeance of the gods '. But he rarely expofes

himfelf to the rigour of this tribunal.

It has happened that the accufed has faved his

* Poll. lib. 8, cap. 9, § 90.
y Andoc, de Myft. p. 2. Plut. in Alcib. t. i. p. 200.
* Demofth. in Androt. p. 703. Ulpiaa. p. 718.
* L)'f. in Andgc. p. 108.
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life by declaring his accomplices-, but he is ftill

rendered incapable of participating in ficrifice.s,

feftivals, fpedacles, and the privileges oi the other

citizens''. This mark of infamy is fometimes ac-

companied with tremendous ceremonies. Tliefc

are imprecations which the priefts of the different

temples folemnly pronounce by order of the ma-

giitrates ". Turning towards the weft, and lliaking

tlieir purple robes, they devote to the infernal

deities the criminal and his pofterity ''. From that

moment the furies are fuppoled to take poffefTioii

of his heart, and never to relax their torments

but with the total extinction of his race.

The facerdotal family of the Eumolpid^ difplay

more zctai for the maintenance of the myllerics of

Ceres, than is manifefted by the other priefts in

favour of the eltabliflied religion. They have

been fomeiimes known to profecute criminals be-

fore the courts of juftice ' •, yet it muft be admitted,

to their commendation, that, on certain occafions,

far froii feconding the fury of the people, ready

to maffacre on the fpot individuals accufed of

having profaned the myfteries, they have infillci

that they fliould be tried and condemned according

to the laws ^ Among thefe laws, there is one,

fom.ctimes carried into execution, and capable,

'' Lyf. in Andoc. p. 115.
* Liv, lib. 31, cap. 44.
^ Lyf. in Andoc. p. 129.
• Andocid. de Myft. p. 15;.

' Lyf. in Andoc. p. ijo.
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doLibtlefs, of checking the fury and injuftlce of

the mod violent enmities, were it pofTible to re-

ftrain them. By this law it is ordained, that either

the accufer or the accufed fhall fuffer death ; the

former if he fails in his accufation, the latter if the

crime be proved s.

It now remains for me to enumerate fome of

the principal cafes in which the Athenian tri-

bunals have pronounced fentence againfl the crime

of impiety, within about a century.

The poet ^fchylus was accufed of having, in

one of his tragedies, revealed the doftrine of the

myfteries. His brother Amynias endeavoured to

move the compafiion of the judges, by Ihewing

the wounds he had received at the battle of Sala-

mis: this expedient would probably have failed

in its efFeft, had not ^fchylus clearly proved that

he had not been initiated into the myfteries. The

people were waiting at the door of the tribunal to

ftonehim''.

The philofopher Diagoras, of Melos, accufed

of revealing the myfteries, and denying the exift-

ence of the gods, faved himfelf by flight. Re-

wards were ofi^ered to any perfon who fliould

deliver him up alive or dead ; and the decree that

I Andocid. de Myft. p. 4.
t Ariilot. de Mor. lib. 3, cap. 2, t. ii. p. 29. JElhn. Var.

Hift. lib. 5, cap. 19. Clem. Alex. Strom, lib. 2, cap. 4, t. 1.

p. 461.

branded
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branded him with infamy, was engraven on a

brazen column '.

Protagoras, one of the moft illuftrioiis fophifts

ff of his time, having begun one of his works with

thefe words :
" I know not whether there be gods,

or whether there be not ;'* was criminally profecuted,

and obliged to fly. His writings were IbUght for

in private houfes, and burnt in the forum ^.

Prodicus of Ceos was condemned to drink poi-

fon, for having afferted that men had placed

among the number of the gods all objefls from

which they derived utility ; fuch as the fun, the

moon, fountains, &c. ^

The fadlion which oppofed Pericles, not daring

openly to attack him, refolved to effedl his ruin

by indired means. He was the friend of Anaxa-

goras, who admitted one fupreme intelligence.

In virtue of a decree enabled againft all who deny

the exiftence of the gods, Anaxagoras was dragged

to prifon. On his trial he had only a few more

fuffrages in his favour than his accufer, and for

thefe he was indebted to the prayers and tears of

Pericles, who fent him out of Athens. But for the

influence of his patron, the mofl: religious of phi-

Lyf. in Andoc. p. iir. Schol. Ariftoph. In Ran. v. 323;
i Id. in Av. V. 1073. Schol. ibid.

f
^ Laert. lib. 9,9, cap. 52. Jofeph. in Applon. lib. 2, t. ii,

p. 493. Ciccr.de Nat. Deor. lib. i, cap. 23, t. ii. p. 416.
' Cicer. ibid. cap. 42, t. ii. p. 432, Sext. Empir. adv. Pbyf,

lib. 9, p. 552. Suid. in n§o3'.

Vol. II. B ii
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lofophers would have been ftoned to death as an

atheift ">.

At the time of the Sicilian expedition, and at

the moment that Alcibiades was embarking the

troops under his command, the ftatues of Mer-

cury, placed in different quarters of Athens, were

found all mutilated in one night". The whole

city was inftantly thrown into confternation. Views

of a more profound nature were imputed to the

authors of this impiety, which was regarded as the

work of faftion. The people immediately aflem-

blcd ; and witnefies appeared who charged Alci-

biades with disfiguring the ftatues, accufing him at

the fame time with celebrating the myfteries of Ceres

in private houles % with the companions of his

debaucheries. The foldiers, however, loudly taking

the part of their general, his trial was fufpendcd

for that time : but fcarcely had he landed in Sicily,

before his enemies refumed the charge •*, informers

multiplied, and the prifons were filled with citizens

devoted to deftru£tion by injuftice. Several were

put to death, and others efcaped only by flight '.

In the courfe of thefe proceedings an incident

occurred, that evinces the excefs to which the

"• Heimip. et Hieron. ap. Laert. 1. 2, § 13. Plut. de Profcft.

t. ii. p. 84. Eufeb. Prasp. Evangel, lib. 14, cap. 14,
» Plut. in Alcib. t. i. p. 200,
• Andoc. de Myft. p. 3.
P Plut. ibid. p. 201.

^ Andoc. ibid.
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i people carry their blind refentment.' One of the

witnefles being interrogated by \vhat means he

could diftinguifh the perfons in queftion 'in the

; night, anfwercd : By the light of the moon. It-

ij
was proved, however, that there was then no moon

;

I
yet this glaring perjury, which filled tvcry honefl:

citizen with difmay, only ferved to increafe the

fury of the people.

Alcibiades, fummoned before this unworthy

tribunal, when on the point of making himfelf

mafterof Meffana, and perhaps of all Sicilv, refufed

to make his appearance, and was condemned to

die. His eftates were fold, and the decree profcrib-

ing him and branding his name with infamy was

engraven upon a column ^ The priells of all

the temples had orders to pronounce againfl him

the moll horrible imprecations -, and all obeyed

except the prieftefs Theano, whofe anfwer was

more worthy of being preferved on a column

than the popular decree :
" I was appointed to

my office," laid jfhe, " to procure for men the

bleilings, and not to pronounce on them the curfes

of heaven '.'*

Alcibiades having; offered his fervices to the

enemies of his country, reduced the Athenians to

the very brink of ruin. When they found it at

' '
'

'

' .1 I I »

Plut. in Alcib. t. i. p. 20 1.

' Nop. in Alcib. cap. ^.
* Plut. ibid. p. 202. Id. Quasft. Rom. t. il. p. 27^1

B b 2
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length neceflary to recall him, the priefls of Ceres

oppofed his return ", but were at laft conftrained

to abjolve him from the imprecations with which

they had loaded him ; the chief of the facred

minifters, however, boldly expreffed himfelf in the

following remarkable terms: *' I have not curfed. I

Alcibiades, if he were innocent "."

SoiXit time after occurred the profecution againft

Socrates, in which religion was only the pretext,

as I ihall hereafter demonftrate.

Nor are the Athenians more indulgent to the

crime of facrilege. The laws punilh this offence

with death, and deprive the body of the criminal

of the rites of fepulturey. This pimifhment,

which fome philofophers, in other rtfpedls enlight

ened, do not confider as too fevtre '', is extended, by

the f Ife zeal of tlie Athenians, even to the flighteft

tranrgreflions. Incredible as it may appear, citizens

have been condemned to die, fome for having

pulled up a fhrub within the precindls of a facred

wood-, and others for having killed I know not

what bird, confecrated to AlIcuI pius*. But I Ihall

relate a iliil more dreadful inftance of feverity.

A leaf of gold having fallen from the crown of

Diana, was picked up by an infant. The child was

" Thucyd. lib. d, cap. 33.
» Plut. in Alcib. t. i. p. 210.

y i)iod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 427.
z Plat, de Leg. lib. 9, t. ii p. 854.
» .^Uan. Var. Hift. lib. 5, cap. 1 7.
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fo very young, that it was neceflary to make trial of

his difcernment. The leaf of gold, therefore, with

fome dice, fome play-things, and a large piece of

money, were prefented to him ; and the child hav-

ing given the preference to the money, the judges

declared this to be a fufRcient proof of his capacity

of guilt, and caufed him to be put to death •*.

* iElian, Var. Hid. lib. 5, cap. i6. Poll. lib. 9, cap. 6, ^ 75,

Bb 3
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CHAP. XXII.

Journey to Phocis *.

—

^he Pythian Games.—Tbs

Temple and Oracle of Delphi,

1 SHALL frequently fpeak of the feftivals of

Greece-, I fh Jl often return to thofe auguft

folemnlties which unite the various nations of this

happy country. As they all have many llriking

features of refemblance to each other, I may pof-

fibly be reproached with retracing the fame pic^

tures. But what are the narratives of the writers

who recount to us the wars of nations, but an uni-

form luccefTion of fcenes of blood and (laughter ?

and what pleafure can we derive from defcriptions

that exh.bit men only in the convulfions of fury

or defpair ? Is it not a more ufeful and more

pleafing tafk to follow them in the hour of peace

and liberty ^ in thofe combats which exhibit and

expand their mental powers and their perfonal

graces -, in thole feftivals in which tafte difplays

all its refources, and pleafure all its charms ?

Thofe moments of happinefs, fo happily con-

* See the map of Phocis*
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trived to fufpend national animofities "^, and invite

individuals to forget their forrows ; thofe moments

fo delicious in anticipation from the hope of fee-

ing them renewed, and fo delicious from the im-

prefTion that perpetuates them in the mind when

they are pad and gone •, thofe rapturous moments

I have more than once enjoyed ; and, I freely con-

fcfs, have flied tears of delight, at the fight of thou-

fands of my fellow-creatures, united by the fame

intereft, abandoning themfelves in concert to the

moft lively joy, and giving free courfe to thofe

affeding emotions which form the fublimeft fpec-

tacle to a foul endowed with fenfibility. Such is

the fcene prefenced by the Pythian games, cele-

brated every four years, at Delphi in Phocis.

We fet out from Athens towards the end of the

month Elaphebolion, in the third year of the

104th Olympiad*. We repaired to the ifthmus

of Corinth, and there embarking at PagJE, entered

the gulph of CrilTa, the very day the feilival com-

menced j-.

Preceded and followed by a great number of

light veflels, we made the ha bour of Cirrha, a

fmall town fituated at the foot of Mount Cirphis.

' Ifocr. In Paneg. t. i. p. 139.
* The beginning of the year 361 before Chrift.

•f
Thefe games wtre celebrated in the third year of each

Olympiad, towards the firll days of the month Miinychion,

which in the vear I have chofen began on the I4tii of April

(Corfin. Diff. Agonift. in Pyth. Id. Fait. Attic, t. iii. p. 287,
Dodwell, de Cycl. p. 719).

Bb 4
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Between this mount and Parnaflus runs a long

valley, in which chariot and horfe races are held,

The Pliftus flows through it amidft charming

meadows "^j which were then decorated with all the

various colours of the fpring. After vifiting the

Hippodromus % we took one of the paths leading

to Delphi *,

The city prefented itfelf to our view in the form

of an amphitheatre, on the declivity of the moun-

tain ^ Already we difcovered the temple of

Apollo, and that prodigious quantity of ftatues

which are fcattered, in every various diredion,

through the edifices that embellifh the town. The

gold, with which moft of them are covered, re-

flecting the rays of the rifing fun, fhone with a re-

fulgence that was vifible at a great diftances. At

the fame time were feen, flowly advancing in the

plain and over the hills, procefTions compofed of

boys and girls, which feemed to difpute with each

other the palm of magnificence and beauty. From

the mountain heights, and from the fea coafls, an

immenfe multitude were all hurrying towards

Delphi ; and the ferenity of the day, joined to the

mildnefs of the air in this climate, added new

d Find. Pyth. od. lo, v. 23. Argum. Pyth. p. 163. Paufan,

lib. 10, p. 8:7.
e Paufan. ibid. cap.

^J, p. 893.
* See the plan of D; Iphi and its environs,

f Strab. lib. 9, p. 418.

% Juftin. lib. 24, cap. 7,
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cliarms to the pleafing imprefiions made on our

fcnfes from every quarter.

Parnaflus is a chain of mountains ftretchino:

towards the north, and on the fouthern fide ter-

minating in two points, under which (lands the

city of Delphi, which is only fixteen ftadia in cir-

cumference ^ *. It is not defended by walls, but

by precipices, which environ it on three fides'. It

is placed under the proteftion of Apollo -, and

with the worfhip of this god is united that of

fome other deities, who are termed the aflbciates

of his throne. Thefe are Latona, Diana, and Mi-

nerva-Providens : their temples are at the entrance

of the city.

We (lopped for a moment at that of Minerva,

and faw, in the infide, a golden buckler prefented

by Croefus, king of Lydia -, and without, a large

brazen ftatue conlecrated by the citizens of Mar-

feilles, in Gaul, in commemoration of advantages

gained by them over the Carthaginians ^. After

palling near the gymnafium, we found ourfelves

on the brink of the Callahan fountain, the facred

waters of which are ufed to purify both the mini-

fters of the altars, and the votaries who come to

confult the oracled From thence we afcended

^ Strab. lib. 9, p. 418.
* A little more than a mile and three quarters.

> Juilin. lib. 24, cap. 6.

^ Paufan. lib. 10, p. 817.

) Euripid, in Ion. v. 94. Heliod. iEthiop. lib. 2, p. 107.
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to a temple, fituated in the upper part of the

town"^, which is ftirrounded by a vaft enclofure,

filled with precious offerings made to the divinity.

Nations and kings who receive favourable an-

fwers, gain vi«5lorics, or are delivered from im-

pending misfortunes, think it incumbent on them

to erect, at this place, monuments of their grati-

tude. Individuals crowned at the public games

of Greece, and all perfons who have been emi-

nently ufeful to their country, or rendered iiluf-

trious by their genius or abilities, have monuments

ereded here to their honour. Here the traveller

finds himfeif furrounded by a people of heroes,

and reminded of the moil remarkable events

of hiftory. Here the art of fculpture fhines

with greater fplendour than in any other part of

Greece.

As we were about to begin our examination of

this immenfe colleclion of facred riches, a Del-

phian, named Cleon, offered his fervices to us as a

guide. He was one of thofe interpreters of the

temple, whofe only occupation is to fatisfy the

eager curiofity of ftrangers". But as Cleon, by

continually expatiating on the rnoft unimportant

details, exhauiled more than once his flock of

knowledge and our patience, I iliall abridge hia

"> Paufan.lib. lo, p. 8i8.

" Pint, de Pyth. Orac. t. li. p. 395. Lucia,n. in Philopfeud,

§ 4, t. iii. p. 32. Id. in Calumn. p. 132.
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fcc'ital, and frequently expunge the marvellous

with which he delighted to embellifh his narra-

tions.

The firft obje6l we faw on entering the inclo-

fure % was a fuperb brazen bull. This bull, faid

Cleon, was Tent by the inhabitants of Corcyra, and

is the work of Theopropus of ^gina. The nine

ftatues you next fee were prefented by the Te-

geat^e, after they had vanquiflied the Lacedemo-

nians-, among them you difccver Apollo, Vivflory,

and the ancient heroes of Tegea. Thofe oppo-

fite to them were given by the Lacedasmonians,

after Lyfander had defeated the Athenian fleet

near Ephefus. The kven firft reprefent Callor

and Pollux, Jupiter, Apollo, Diana, and Lyfan-

der, who is receiving a crown from the hand of

Neptune •, the eighth is for Abas, who was footh-

fayer in the army of Lyfander ; and the ninth for

Hermon, pilot of the galley commanded by the

general. Lyfander having ibme time after gained

a fecond naval viftory over the Athenians, at

JEgos Potamos, the Lacedasmonians immediately

fent to Delphi the ftatues of the principal officers

of their army, and of the chiefs of the allied troops.

They are twenty-eight in number -, you fee them

behind thofe of which I have juft fpoken ''.

That horfe in brafs is a prefent of the Argives.

Paiifan. lib. 10, cap. 9, p. 818.

F Id, ibid, Plut. in Lyfand. t. i. p. 443,
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The infcription on the pedeftal informs you, that

the ftatues which furround it are the produce of

the tenth part of the fpoils taken from the Perfians,

by the Athenians, in the plains of Marathon.

They are thirteen in number, and all by the hand

of Phidias. Obferve with what fublimity he has

exhibited to us Apollo, Minerva, Thefeus, Codrus,

and thofe ancient Athenians who merited the

honour of sivino- their names to the tribes of

Athens. Mikiades, who gained the battle, ihines

confpicuous amidft thefe gods and heroes ^.

The nations that make fuch offerings, frequently

add to the images of their generals thofe of their

kings, and individuals who have gained to them-

felves immortal glory. You have another ex-

ample of this in that group of twenty-five or thirty

ftatues, confecrated by the Argives at different

periods, and for different victories. This is the

ftatue of Danaus, the moil powerful of the kings

of Argos ; this, of Hypermneftra his daughter

;

that other, of his fon-in-law Lynceus. Here are

the principal chiefs who followed Adraftus, king

ofArgos, in the firft Theban war j there the leaders

who diflinguifhed themfelves in the fecond : here

you fee Diomedes, Sthenelus, and Amphiaraus in

his car, with his kinfman Baton, who is holding

the reins "".

^ Paufan. lib. lo, cap. lO, p. dzi.
f Id. ibid. p. 822.
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It is impoffible to proceed a fingle (Icp, without

being flopped by mafter-pieces of art. Thole

horfes in brafs, thofe dejeftcd captives, are the

work of Ageladas of Argos, and a prefent from

the people of Tarentum in Italy. This figure

reprefents Triopas, the founder of the Cnidians

in Caria ; thofe llatues of I.atona, Apollo, and

Diana, fhooting their arrows againll Tityus, are an

offering of the fame people.

This portico, in which fo many beaks of fliips

and brazen bucklers are fufpcnded, was built by

the Athenians ^ There is the rock on which an

ancient fibyl, named Ilerophila, is faid to have

pronounced her oracles \ That ftatue with a

breait-plate and coat of mail was fent by the

people of Andros, and reprefents their founder

Andreus. The Phocians have confccrated this

Apollo, as well as this Minerva, and that Diana

;

the people of Pharfalos in ThefTaly, that equeftrian

ftatue of Achilles ; the Macedonians, this Apollo

who is holding a hind ; the Cyreneans, that car in

v.^hich Jupiter appears with all the majelly of the

Ibvereign of the gods "
; and laftly, the conquerors

at Salamis, that ftatue twelve cubits high *, hold-

ing an ornament of a fliip, which you fee near the

s Paufan, lib. lo, cap. li, p. 825.
' Id. cap. 12, p. i<2^.

" Id. cap. 13, p. 829.
* 17 French ftct (or 18 EnglifK).
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gilded ftatue of Alexander the Firft, king of Ma-

cedon ^.

Among this prodigious number of monuments

have been erected feveral fmall edifices, to which

nations and individuals have tranfmitted confi-

derable fums, either as offerings to the god, or by

way of depofiting them in a place of fafety. When
they are only intended as a depofit, care is taken

to infcribe the name of the perfons to whom the

treafure belongs, that they may have recourfe to

it in cafe of need y.

We vifited the treafuries of the Athenians, the

Thebans, the Cnidians, the Syracufans, &c.* and

were convinced that report had not exaggerated

when it was affirmed that we fliould find more

gold and filver at Delphi than is contained pro-

bably in all the reft of Greece.

In the treafury of the Sicyonians, among other

fingularities, we faw a golden book prefentcd by a

woman named Ariftomache, who had won the

prize of poetry at the Ifthmian games ^. They

fhewed us, in that of the Siphnians, a great quan-

tity of gold, the produce of the mines they worked

formerly in their ifland'' ; and in that of the inha-

bitants of Acanthus, fome iron obeliflcs, prefented

^ Herodot. lib, 8, cap. I2i.

y Xenoph. Exped. Cyr. lib. 5, p. 349.
2 Paufan. lib. 10, cap. II, p. 823.
a Plut. Sympof. lib. 5, t. ii. p. 675.
b Paufan. lib. lo, cap. 1 1, p. 823,



A N A C H A R S I S. 383

by Rhodope the courtezan*^. Is it pofTible, ex-

claimed I, that fuch an offer could have beeji.

acceptable to Apollo ? Stranger, laid a Greek,

whom I did not know, tome. Were the hands that

raifed thefe trophies more pure? You have jufi:

read on the gate of the afylum in which we now

are: The inhabitants of acanthus van-

Qi^isHERs OF THE ATHENIANS'*; and elfewhcrc.

The ATHENIANS VANQUISHERS OF THE CORIN-

THIANS; The phocians of the tiiessalians;

The orneat^ of the sicyonians, &:c. Thefe

infcriptions were written with the blood of a million

of Greeks. The god is furrounded only witlv

monuments of our folly and madnefs*^; and yoii

are afloniflied that his priefts fhould accept the of-

fering of a courtezan !

The richeft of all the treafuries is the Corinthian.

In that is preferved the greater part of the offer-

^ ings made by different princes to the temple of

Apollo. We there found the fumptuous prefents

of Gyges king of Lydia, among which the moft

remarkable are fix large craterae of gold *, of the

weight of thirty talents ^ +.

•^ Plut. dc Pyth. Orac. t. ii. p. 400.
* plut. in Lyfand. t. i. p. 433.
« Pint, dc Pyth. ut fiipra.

* The cratci-a? were large vafes In the fliapc of cups, in which
the ancients mixed their wine and water.

f Hcrodot. lib. i, cap. 14.

f Sec, as well refpedling this article as the following, the

table of Attic weights, and the note which i« at tlie end of tkc

volume.
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The liberality of this prince, faid Cleon to us>

was entirely cclipfed by the munificence of Croe-

fus, one of his fucceffors, who, on confulting the

oracle, was fo well fatished with the anfwer he re-

ceived, that he fent to Delphi, ift, one hundred

and feventeen femi-plinths * of gold, a palm thick ;

moft of them fix palms in length, and three broad

;

each weighing two talents, except four, which

weighed only a talent and a half. You will fee

them in the temple. By the manner in which

they were difpofed, they ferved as a bafe for a lion

of the fame metal, which fell down at the time the

temple was burnt, which happened a few years

after. You have it before your eyes. It then

weighed ten talents ; but, fmce it has been damaged

by the fire, it now weighs no more than fix and

a half^

2dly, Two large craterse, the one of gold,

weighing eight talents, and forty-two min^ •, the

other of fiiver, containing fix hundred amphorse.

You have feen the firft in the treafury of the Cla-

zomenians ; the fecond you will fee in the vefti-

bule of the temple ^.

3dly, Four fiiver vafes in the fhape of barrels,

f I ..... .. .
I

• "

* By plinth is generally underftood an architeftural orna-

ment, confifting of a member, in the form of a fmall fquarc

tablet.

s Herodot. lib. i, cap. 50. Died. Sic, lib. 16, p. 452,
> Herodot. lib. i, cap. 51,

and
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and of a very confiderable fize'. You fee all the

four in this place''.

4thly, Two large ewers, one of gold, the other of

filver^

5thly, A golden ftatue, reprefenting, it is faid,

the woman who made the bread of this prince.

This ftatue is three cubits high, and weighs eight

talents "".

6thly, To thefe offerings Croefus added a num-

ber of filver ingots, the necklaces and girdles of

his wife, and other not lefs valuable prefents.

Cleon next fliewed us a golden cratera fent by

the city of Rome, in Italy, to Delphi ; and af-

terwards the necklace of Helen". We enume-

rated likewife, in the temple, and in the different

treafuries, three hundred and fixty phials or cups

of gold, each weighing two min£ p *.

All thefe treafures, together with thofe I have

not mentioned, amount to a prodigious fum, of

which fome idea may be formed from the follow-

ing fa6l. Some time after our journey to Delphi,

the Phocians ieized on the temple, and the gold

' Plut. in Syll. t. i. p. 459,
^ Herodot. lib. I, cap. 51.
1 Id. ibid.

" Id. ibid. Plut. de Pyth. Orac. t. ii. p. 401.
Liv. lib, 5, cap. 28. Plut. in Camill. t. i. p. 133.

" Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 458.
P Id. ibid. p. 452.
* 2 pounds 3 ounces.

Vol. II. C c
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r.nd filver which they melted into bullion wertf

crLimated at upwards often thoufand talents '*.

On coming out of the Corinthian treafury, wd

continued to run over the monuments of the

lacred precinft. Here, faid Cleon, is a group

that merits your attention. Obferve with what

rage Apollo and Hercules are difputing for a

tripod ; and with what earneftnefs Latona and

Diana endeavour to reftrain the former, and Mi-

nerva the latter . Thefe five (latues, executed by

three artifts of Corinth, were confecrated in this

place by the Phocians ^ This tripod, ornamented

with gold, and fupported by a brazen dragon,

was offered by the Greeks after the battle of Pla-

t;Ea \ The Tarentines of Italy, after fomiC advan-

tages gained over their enemies, fent thefe equef-

trian, and thofe other pedeftrian ftatues. They

reprefent the principal chieftains of the vidors and

the vanquilhed *•. The brazen wolf which you fee

near the principal altar '', is the gift of the inhabi-

tants of Delphi •, and rhat palm-tree, and this Mi-

nerva, of die fame metal, the offering of the Athe-

1 Diod. Sic. Mb. 1 6, p. 453.
* More than fitty-four millions of livres (or above two mvllion»

two liimdred ?.nu fifty thoiifand pounds llcrling).
* Paufan. lib. 10, cap. 13, p. B30.
* Horodot. lib. 8, cap. 27.
* Paufan. lib. 10, cap. 13, p. 830.-

* Paufan. ibid.

li. ibid. cap. 14, p. 832.

I



A N A C H A R S I S. 357

nians. The Minerva formerly was gilt, as well as

the fruit of the palm-tree ; but, about the time of

the expedition into Sicily, fome ravens gave a

prefage of the dtrfeat of the Athenians, by plucking

off the fruit from the tree, and piercing the buck-

ler of the goddefs ^.

As we fcemed to entertain fome doubt refped:-

ing this fad:, to corroborate it, Cleon added

:

Why, was not this column, which Hood near the

ftatue of Hiero, king of Syracufe, thrown down

the very day of the death of that prince ? Did not

the eyes fall out from the ftatue of that Spartan,

a few days before he perifhed at the battle of

Leudlra * ? and, about the fame time, did not the

two golden ftars which Lyfander had dedicated in

honour of Callor and Pollux difappear ^ ?

Thefe examples had fuch an effecl upon us,

that, to avoid being overwhelmed v^ith others, we

refolved to leave Cleon in peaceable pofleffion of

his fables. Mark well, continued he, the marble

that covers the ground on which you tread. This

is the central point of the whole earth ^
j the point

that is equidiftant from the places where the fun

tifes, and thofe where he fets. It is faid that, to

difcover this, Jupiter difpatched tv/o eagles from

y Pint, in Nic.t. i. p. 531. Paufan. lib. 10, cap. 15, p. S34.
'• Plat, do Pyth. Orac. t. ii. p. 397.
^ Cicc!'. do Divin. lib. i, cap. 34, t. iii. p. 29.
•> ilLfchyl. in Chocph. v. I036. Eurip. in Orefl. v. 330; in

FhccnifT. V. 244 ; in Ion. v. 223. Plat, dc Rep. lib. 4, L ii.

p. 427.

C C 2
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thofe two extremities of the world, which met to-

gether precifely at this fpot"^.

Cleon did not fpare us a fingle infcription ; but

principally directed our attention to the oracles

pronounced by the prieftefs, which are ftudioufly

expofed to the eyes of the public *
j taking care

to lay particular Itrefs on fuch as had been juftified

by the event. r

Among the offerings of the kings of Lydia, I

forgot to fpeak of a large filver cratera, fent by

Alyattes, the bafe of which flill excites the admi-

ration of the Greeks % perhaps from its proving

the recency of the arts in Greece. This bafe is

of iron, in the form of a tower, and wider at the

bottom than at top ; it is of perforated work, and

feveral animals at play are feen through the fo-

liage with which it is ornamented. The different

parts of it are not joined by nails •, it is one of the

firft works in which folder was ufed. It is attri-

buted to Glaucus of Chios, who lived near two

centuries ago, and firfl difcovered the fecret of fol-

dering iron.

Our attention was attracted by an infinity of

other monuments. We had ken the ftatue of

Gorgias the rhetorician ^\ and the innumerable

= Paufan. lib. lo, p. 835. Pindar. Pyth. 4, v. 6. Schol. ibid.

Strab. lib. g, p. 419. Pint, ck- Orac. Dcf. t. ii. p. 409.
<i Diod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 428. Vand. de Orac. p. 13S et 175.
e Herodot. lib. i, cap. 25. Paufan. lib. 10. p. 834. Plut. dc

Orac. Dp^. t. ii. p. 436. Plefcgand. ap. Atben. lib. 5, p. 2 10.

f Hermip. ap. Athen. lib. ii, cap. 15, p. 505. Cicer. de

Orat. lib. 3, cap. 32, t. i. p. 310. Paufan. lib. lO, cap. iSj,

p. 842. Valer. Max. lib. 8, cap. 15, in extern.

2
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ftatues of the viftors in tlie different games- of

Greece. But if the eye be llruck with the mag-

nificence of fuch a quantity of offerings collefted

together at Delphi, it is not lefs afLonidied at the

excellence of their workmanfhip ^ ; for almofl all

ot them have been confecrated in the laft or pre-

fent century, and were in general executed by the

ableft fculptors wli j have appeared in both ages.

From the facred precind: we entered the temple,

which was built about an hundred and fifty years

ago ^ *, the ancient one having been dellroyed

by fire. It was rebuilt by order of the Ani-

phi(5tyons
-f-

•, and the architeiSt, Spintharus of

Corinth, undertook to finifli it for the fum of

three hundred talents J. Three fourths of that

fum were railed by a tax on the different cities of

Greece, and the other fourth by the inhabitants of

Delphi, who, in order to furnilli their contingent,

;nade a coUeftion of pious donations even in the

xemoiefl: countries. An Athenian family added

likcwiie, at its own expence, feveral embellifh-

ments not in the orii^inal plan*.

S Strab. lib. 9, p. 419.
»» Mem. dc I'Acad. dcs Bell. Lcttr. t. iii. p. 150.

* Towards the year 513 before Clirilt.

-j- Thefe were deputies from different cities, who affembled

€vcry year at Delphi, and had the infpeclion of the temple, I

ihall fpeak of them hereafter.

I 1,600,000 livres (66,6661. 13s. 4d.); but the talent

being of greater value at that time than afterwards, fomethiu^

may be added to this ellim ition.

Hcrodot. lib. 2, eap. 180; lib. 5, cap. 62. Paiilan. lib. 10,

J).
Sir.

C C ^
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The edifice is built of a very beautiful flone,

but the frontifpiece is of Parian marble. On the

pediment, two Athenian fculprors have reprefented

Diana, Latona, Apollo, the MuHis, Bacchus, and

other divinities ''. From the capitals of the co-

lumns are fufpended feveral kinds of gilded ar-

mour, and efpecially bucklers offered by the Athe-

nians in memory of the battle of'Marathon ^

The veftibule is decorated with paintings which

reprefent the battle of the giants and the gods, the

combat between Hercules and the hydra, and that

of Bellerophon v/ith the chimsera'". We fee there

likewife a number of altars", a buil of Homer",

fome veflels of luftral water ^', and other large

vefTels for mixing the wine and water made uf- of

in libations ^. On the wall are infcribed feveral

fhort fentences, fome of which are attributed to the

feven Grecian fages. They contain moral maxims,

and have the appearance of admonitions given by

the gods to all who come to worlliip them '. The

divinity himfelf feems to fay, Know thyself.

^ Paufan. lib. \o, cnp. 19, p. 842.
' Id, ibid. yEfchit). in Ctefiph. p. 446.
•" Euiip. in Ion. v. 190.
» Id. ibid. V. 1 1 86.

«> Paufan. lib. 10, cap. 19, p. 857.
P Meliod. jEthiop.

s Herodot. lib. i, cap, 51.
riat. in Akib. i, t. ii. p. 124 et 129. Id. in Charm, p. 164.

Xcnoph. Memcr. lib. 4, p, 796. Paul", lib. 10, p. 857. Plin.

lib. 7, cap. 32, p. 393.
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Too MUCH OF NOTHING. MiSFORTUXE CLOSELY

PURSUES THEE.

A word of two letters, placed over the gate, has

given occafion to various explanations ; but the

moft fkilful interpreters difcover in it a profound

meaning. Its real fignification is. Thou ai^t^ a

confefiion of the nothingnefs of man, an J an ho-

mage worthy of the divinity, to whom alone ap-

pertains exiflence^

In the fame place we read, on a tablet fufpend-

ed on the wall, tliele words, infcribed in large cha-

rat5lers : Let no one approach these places,

J3UT WITH PURE HANDS*.

I lliall not flop to defCribe the interior riches of

the temple •, they may be judged of from thofe

pf the outfide. I fliall only obfcrvc, that we there

fee a coloflal ftatue of Apollo, in brafs, confccratcd

by the Amphiclyons

"

; and that, amid the llatucs

of the gods, the feat in which Pindar fing the

hymns lie had compofed in honour of Apollo is

preferved and flicvv^n to thofe who vifit the temple *.

Such circumllances I particularly notice, to fiiew

how highly genius is honoured by the Greeks.

Within the fanftuary is a ftatue of Apolio, in

gold>'; and tliat ancient oracle, the anfvvers of

• Piut. de'EI. t. ii.p. 304.
' Lucian. dc Sr-cril. ^ 13, t. i. p. 53,6. Id. in Htrmot. ^ i !»

t. i. p. 750.
" D!od. Sic. lib. if, p. 433.
» Pjuian. lib. 10, ci'.p. 24, p. 858.

; Id. ibid.

C C 4
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which have fo often decided on the fate of empires.

The dilcovery of this was made by accident.

Some goats fhraying among the rocks of Mount

Parnafllis, and approaching a fifiiire in the earth

that emitted unwholefome exhalations, are faid to

have been fuddenly affeded with extraordinary

and convulfive motions *. The fliepherds and the

inhabitants of the neighbourhood, flocking to fee

this prodigy, breathed the fume vapour, experi-

enced the fame effects, and, in their delirium, pro-

nounced broken and unconneded phrafes. Thefe

words were inllantly taken for predictions, and

the vapour of the cavern was fuppofed to be a

divine breath which unveiled the fecrets of fu-

turity^*.

Several minifters are employed in the temple.

The firft who prefents himfelf to the ey^s of ftran-

gers, is a young man frequently educated from

his earlieit years clofe to the very altar, and always

obliged to live in the moft fcrupulous continence.

It is his office to attend to the cleanlinefs, as well

as decoration, of the holy places ''. As foon as

day appears, he repairs, followed by the perfons

who work under his orders, to a little facred wood,

to gather branches of laurel, and form them into

» Pint, de Orac. Dcf. t. if. p. 433. Paufan. ib. cap. 5, p. ^og,

DIod. Sic. lib. 16, p. 427.
^ Plin. lib. 2, cap. 93, p. 116.
* See note at the end of the volume.
* Eurip. in Ion. v. 95, S(.c,



A N A C H A R S I S. 393

crowns, which he affixes to the gates and walls,

and hangs round the altars and the tripod whence

the Pythia pronounces her oracles •, he draws water

from the fountain Caftalia, to fill the vafes in the

veftibule, and to fprinkle within the temple; he

next takes his bow and quiver to chafe away the

birds that perch upon the roof of ;he edifice, or on

the flatues which are within the facred precindt.

The funftions of the prophets are of a more

exalted kind ; they ilation themfclvcs near the Py-

thia *=, colled, arrange, and interpret her aniwers,

fometimes committing them to other minifters,

who put them into verfe*^.

Thofe who are called facred perfons participate in

the functions of the prophets, and are five in number.

This priefthood is perpetual in their family, which

pretends to deduce its origin from Deucalion*.

Women of an advanced age are employed to take

care that the I'acred fire is never extinsuifhed*^,

which they are obliged to keep alive with the wood

of the fir-tree ^. A number of lacnficers, auours,

foothlayers, and Subordinate officers, add majelly

and folemnity to the worlhip of the god, and fcarcely

fuiBce to gratiiy the eager curiofity of llrangers who
reicrt to Delphi froai all parts of the world.

= Van Dale ck Orac. p. 104. Mem. de rAcad. des Bell. Lcttr.

t. iii. p. 186.

«> Pint, de Pyth. Ornc. t ii. p. 407. Strah. lib. 9, p. 419.
e PUit. Qjjaeid. Gvcfc. t. ii. p. 292 ; et de O'rac. Dcf. p. 43s*
f JEichy]. in Choenh. v. 1037. I'liit. in Num. t. i. p. 6b.
« riut. de'^EI. t.ii.p. 3S5.



J94 TRAVELS OF
Befides the facrifices offered as thankfglvings, in

expiation, of faults, or to implore the protedtion of

the divinity, there are others, which muft precede

the anfwer of the oracle, and 'are thcmfelves pre-

ceded by various ceremonies.

While we were lillening to this detail, we faw,

at the foot of the hill, and in wjiat is called the

facred road, a great number of carriages filled with

men, women, and children ', who as foon as they

alighted formed their ranks, and advanced to-

v/ards the temple, finging hymns. They had

come from Peloponnefus to offer to the god the

homage of the different ftates that inhabit that

country. The Theoria, or proceffion of the Athe-

nians, foon after followed them, and was fucceeded

by deputations from feveral other cities, among

which we diftinguiilied that of the ifie of Chios,

compofed of one hundred boys '.

In my account of the voyage I made to Delos, I

fhall fpeak more at length of thefe deputations, of

their magnificence, the admiration they excite, and

the U^ftre they add to the feftivals which they are

fcnt to celebrate. Thofe wlio now came to Delphi,

ranged themfelves around the temple, prefented

their offerings, and fang hymns, accompanied with

dances, in hono*ir of Apollo. The chorus of the

Athenians was particularly diftinguifned by the har-

^ Pint. Q^useft. Grn:c. t. ii. p. 304..

' Herodot. lib. 6, cap. 27.
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mony of their voices, and their fuperior knowledge

andn^ill^

Every inftant dirdofcd new and interefting

fccnes. But how is it pcfiibl-j to dclcribc them ;

or reprefent thofc various motions, thoit: conceits,

thofe iliouts, thole augult ceremonies, that tun;ul-

tuous joy, and thofe rapidly changing fpedlacles,

which, by their contrafls, gave to each other nev/

cliarms ? We were hurried along to the theatre ',

where fevc?ral competitors in poetry and mufic

were to difpute the prize. The Ainphiclyons

prefided at thefe conipetitions : for they, at various

times, have inftituted the different games cele-

brated at Delphi "\ TI:ey fuperintend them, pre-

ferve order, and decree the laurel to the viclor".

Several poets entered the liRs. The fubjecl of

the prize is a hymn to Apollo % which the author

himlelf fmgs, accompanied with his cithara. Har-

mony of voice, and the art of fuftaining it by me-

lodious founds, have fuch influence on the opinion

of the judges and hearers, that, for want of thcfc

two advantages, Hefiod was formerly excluded

from the competition •, whiLI: other authors, by

uniting them in an eminent dejTree, have obtained

'' Xenoph. Meinor. lib. 3, p. 765.
' Pint. Sympof. lib. 2, cap. 4, t. il, p. 63,8. Paufan. lib. 10,

cap. 3 1, p. 877.
™ Paiifan. ibid. cap. 7, p. 813. Strab. lib. 9, p. 4c I.

• " Pind. Pyth. 4, v. 1 18. Schol. ibid.

° Strab. lib. 9, p. 421.
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the prize, though they appeared with works not

of their own compofition p. The poems we heard

poflefTed great beauties, and that which received

the crown was fo violently applauded, that the

heralds were under the neceflity of commanding

filence. We then faw the players on the fiute ad-

vance.

The fubjefb ufually propofed is the combat of

Apollo with the ferpent Python, and it is an in-

difpenfable requifite in the compofition, that the

five leading circumflances of the conflid; may be

diftinguilhed '. The firft partis but a prelude j

the adlion commences in the fecond, and becomes

animated and terminates in the third ; in the fourth

are heard the fhouts of viftory, and in the fifth,

the hiffings of the monfter before he expires "".

No fooner had the Amphidlyons adjudged the

prize, than they repaired to the ftadium, where

the foot races were ready to begin. A crown was

propofed for thofe who fhould run the prefcribed

diftance fooneft -, another for thofe who fliould run

it twice ; and a third for thofe who fhould run it

twelve times without flopping \ Thefe are called

the fmgle, the double, and the long courfe. To
thefe different exercifes fucceeded the race for

P Paufan. lib. lo, cap. 7, p. 813.
s Strab. lib. 9, p. 421. Argum. in Pyth. Plad. p. 163.

Hefych. in ' h\cf.iv.

" Strab, ibid. Poll. lib. 4, cap. ic, § 84.
5 Mem. de I'Acad, des Bell. Lettr. t. iii. p. 308 ; t. ix,

!>• 3S6,
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children ", that of men armed, wreftling, boxing*,

and feveral of thofe combats which 1 fhall more

particularly defcribe when I come to fpeak of the

Olympic games.

Formerly the viftors were rewarded with a fum

of money "^
: but fmce it has been determined to

confer higher honours on them, they are prefented

only with a crown of laurel.

We fupped with the Theori, or deputies of tlic

Athenians. Some of them propofed to confult

the oracle, and the next day they were to receive

anfv/ers to their queflions. For the oracle can be

approached only on certain days of the year, and

the Pythia afcends the tripod but once in a month >'.

We determined likewife to interrogate it in our

turn, from a fimple motive of curiofity, and with-

out the fmalleft confidence in the anfwers we miglit

receive.

During the whole night, the youth of Delphi,

difperfed about the ftreets, fang verfes in honour

of the perlons who had been crowned *. The

people made the air ring with long and tumul-

tuous applaufes, and all nature feemed to par-

ticipate in the triumph of the vi6lors. The num-

berlefs echoes in the environs of ParnafTus, fud-

« Paufan. lib. lo, cap. 7, p. 814.
• Find. Nfm. od. 6, v. 60. Hcliod. VEtliiop. lib. 4, p. 159,
^ Paufan. ibid.

y Plut, Qiixft. Grtec. t. ii. p. 292.
* Pind. Nem. od. 6, v. 66. Schol. ibid.
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(lenly awakened by the found of trumpets, re-

foundcd their notes through the caverns and the

valleys', and repeated to each other and bore afar

the clamorous cxprefTions of the public joy.

The following day we repaired to the temple^

gave in our qucfftions in writing '', and waited till

our turn of approaching the Pythia v/as decided

by lof. ' No Iboner had we received the proper

notice, than we faw her pafs through the temple^,

accompanied by fom.e prophets, bards, and facred

perfons, wjio entered with her into the fan(5luary.

Melancholy and dejecled, flie feemed to go with

reluctance, like a vidim dragged to the altar. She

chewed laurel <^, and, as flie paiTed, threw into the

facred fire fome leaves of it mixed with barley-

meaK: fhe v/ore a wreath of it on her head, and

her brov/ was bound v/ith a fillet ^.

Formerly there v. as only one Pythia at Delphi

;

but fince the oracle has become more frequented,

three have been appointed ^
; and fince a ThefTa-

lian violated one of the priel^effes, it was decreed

that they fhould be more than fifty years of age '.

* Jiiftin. lib. 24, cap. 6.

*> Ariiloph. Schoi. in Piut. v. 39. Van Dale <Je Orac. p. 116.
<= Einip. in Ion. v. 41^. iEichyl. in Eum. v. 32.
^ Id. ibid. V. 42.
e Lueian. in Lis Accuf. ^ i, t. ii. p. 792.
f Plijt. de Pyth, Crac. t. ii. p. 597. Id. de ""£1. p. 385.
i Liican. lliarfal. lib. 5, p. 143 ct I 70.

»> Piiit. de One. I)ef. p. 414.
» Died. tie. lib. 16, p. 42S.
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They officiate by turns, and are chofen from among

the lowed dalles of the inhabitants of Delphi''.

In general they are poor girls dcftitute of educa-

tion and experience, of unexceptionable moral.'^,

but a very limited undcrfianding'. They muft

be fimply dreflcd, avoid the ufe of perfumes f",

and pafs their lives in the pradice of religious ex-

ercifes.

A number of ilrano-ers were aficmbled to confulc

the oracle. The temple was furrounded by vic-

tims, bleeding beneath the facred knifr, and

mingling their cries v/ith the voices of the fingers.

The impatient defire of prying into futurity was

marked on every countenance, with all that hope

and fear infcparable from fufpenfe.

One of the priefts undertook to prepare us.

After being thoroughly purified with the confe-

crated water, we offered a bull and a fhc-soat.

To indicate that this facrifice is acceptable to the

gods, it is necciTary that the bull Ihould readily

eat the Hour prefented to him, and that the limbs

of the go.^t fhould palpitate for fome moments

after cold water is thrown on them". No reafon

was given us for thefe ceremonies ; but the more

inexplicable they are, the more do they infpire

^ Eurip. in Ion. v. (j.?.

' Plut. de Fyth. Orac. t. ii, p. 405.
*" Id. ibid. p. 397.

Plut. de Orac. Dcf. t. ii, p. ^35 et 437.
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veneration. The event having proved the purky

of our intentions, we returned into the temple,

with our heads crowned with laurel, and bearing

in our hands a branch encircled with a narrow

fillet of white wool ". With this fymbol the fup-

pliants approach the altars.

We were next conduced into a chapel, where,

at particular times, wi-^ich, it is faid, can neither be

forcfeen nor regulated by the pricfts, an extremely

agreeable odour is perceived'*. Care is always

taken to point out this prodigy to ftrangers.

Prefently after the prieft came for us, and led

us into the fandluary, a deep cavern ', the walls of

which are ornamented with a variety of votive

offerings. He had jufl taken down from them a

fillet embroidered with crowns and victories ^ At

firft we could fcarcely difcern the objcdls around

US; for the incenfe and other perfumes burning

there, filled the place with a thick fmoke ^ To-

wards the middle is an aperture from whence ilTues

the prophetic exhalation, the approach to' which

Is by a gentle defcent
'^

; but it is impoffible to fee

it, for it is covered with a tripod fo furrounded

with chaplets and branches of laurel ", that the

" Van Dale de Orac. p. 114.
P Plut. de Orac. Def t. ii. p. 437.
1 Strab. lib. 9, p. 419.
•^ Plut. in Timol. t. i. p. 239.
s Lucian. in Jov. Trag. t. ii. p. 675.
^ Lucan. Pharfal. lib. 5, v. 159.

Arilloph. in Plut. v. 39. Schol. ibid.

vapour
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vapour is prevented from difperfing itlelf in the

cavern.

The pythia, worn out with fatigue, refufing tD

anfwer our qucitions, the priefts who furrcunded

her had recourfe to menaces and even violence.

Yielding at length to their perfjafions, Ihe feated

herfelf on the tripod, after drinking of fome water

which flows in the fandluary, and which poflefTes,

as it is faid, the virtue of difclofing futurity*.

The boldeft colours would fcarcely fuffice to

paint the convulfions with which flie was foon after

feized. We law her bofom heave, and her coun-

tenance alternately pale and glowiilg. All her

limbs were agitated with involuntary motions >"

:

but fhe uttered only plaintive cries and deep

groans. At length, with eyes fparkling, foaming

mouth, and hair ereft, unable either to lupport the

vapour that overpowered her, or efcape from the

tripod on which Ihe was held down by the priefts,

flie tore the fillet from her head, and, am id ft the

moft dreadful howlings, pronounced a few words,

which were eagerly collected by the priefts. They

immediately arranged them in a proper order, and

delivered them to us in writing. I had aflvcd whe-

ther I ftiould be fo unfortunate as to furvive my
friend ; and Philotas, unknown to me, had pro-

^ Paufan. lib. 10, p. 859. Luclan. in Bis Accuf. t. ii.

y Lucan. Pharfal. lib. 5, v. 170. Lucian. In Jov. Tragic,

t. ii. p. 676, § 30. Van Dale cle Orac. p. 15 t.

Vol. II. D d
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pofed the fame queftion. The anfwers were ob-

fcure and equivocal, and we tore them into pieces

the moment we got out of the temple.

Cur hearts were now filled with pity and indig-

nation ; and we feverely reproached ourfelves with

the lamentable condition to which we had reduced

the unhappy prieflefs. The fundlions fhe excr-

cifes are cruel, and have already coft many of thefe

women their lives *. The priefts know this -, yet

had we feen tliem multiply and calmly contem-

plate the torments under which llie was finking.

It is ftill more painful to refleft that they are ren-

dered thus callous to the feelings of humanity by

fordid intereft. But for the furious ravings of the

pythia llie would be lefs confulted, and confequently

the liberalities of the people v/ould be lefs abun-

dant i
for an anfv/er is not to be obtained gratui-

toufly from the god. Such as render him only a

fimple homage, muft, at lead, depofit cakes and

other off^erings* on the altar-, they who wifh to

confult the oracle, are obliged to facrifice animals.

Nay, fome there are who do not blufh on thefe

occafions to difplay the greateft pomp. As a por-

tion of the vidims, whether they be rejected or

received, always falls to the (hare of the minillers

of the temple, the leafb irregularity they difcover

z P!ut. de Orac. Def. t. il. p. 43 S. Lucan. Fharf. I!b. 5,
V. 1 1 5,

» Eurip. in Ion. v. 226.
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fuffices to exclude them •, and mercenary footh-

fayers have been known, after examining the en-

trails of an animal, to carry off whole pieces of it,

and order the facrifice to be recommenced ^.

Yet this tribute, impofed on the credulity of

mankind during the whole year, and feverely ex-

adted by the priefts whofe principal revenue it

forms •=, is infinitely lels dangerous than the in-

fluence of their anfwers on the public affairs of

Greece and of the world. Who but muft weep

over the miferies of humanity, when he refleds,

that, befides the pretended prodigies of which the

inhabitants of Delpl.i make a conftant traffic *,

the anfwers of the pythia are to be obtained by

money % and that thus a fingle word, di(Elated b/

corrupt priefts, and uttered by a fenfelefs girl, fuf-

fices to excite bloody wars f, and fpread defolation

through a whole kingdom !

The oracle requires of its votaries to render to

the gods the honours that are due to them, buj

prefcribes no rule in that refpeft ; and when it is

afked which is the beft form of worfhip, uniformly

anfwers :
" Conform to the received religion of your

'' Euphr. ap. Athcn. lib. y^ c:\p. 6, p. 38c. Van Dale dc

Orac. cap. 5, p. 106.
•= Lucian. in Plialar. 2, § S, t. ii. p. 204.
'' Pint, in Nic. t. i. p. 532.
' Hcnidot. lib. 6, cap. 66. Flat, in DemoRh. t. i. p. 854.

Paufan. lib. 3, p. 213. Polyxn. Stratag. lib. i, cap. 16.
*" Hcrodot. lib. i, cap. 53.

Dd 2

&



40+ T R A V E I. S OF
country ^;" It requires men alfo to refped the

temples •, and denounces heavy puniihments againft

all who violate them, or feize on the property ap-

pertaining to them : of this I (hall give an example.

The plain which extends from Mount ParnafTus

to the fea, belonged, about two centuries ago, to

the inhabitants of Cirrha ; and the manner in which

they were deprived of it fufficiently proves the

nature of the vengeance here cxercifed againfl

a£i:s of facrilegc. Thcfc people were reproached

with levying contributions on the Greeks who

landed on their territory in their way to Delphi

;

'they were accufed likewife of having made inroads

into the lands belonging to the temple'^. The

oracle, confulted by the Amphidlyons rcfpefting

the fpecies of punifhment merited by the guilty

perfons, ordered them to be purfued" night and

day, their country to be ravaged, and themfelves

reduced to fervitude. Several Hates inftantly flew

to arms. The city was razed, and the harbour de-

Itroyed : the inhabitants were either put to death

or loaded with chains ; and their rich fields being

confecrated to the temple of Delphi, an oath was

taken never to cultivate them, nor build houfes on

them, with the following dreadful imprecation

:

" May the individuals, and the nations who fliall

dare to infringe this oath, be accurfed in the fight

s Xenoph. Memor. lib. 4, p. 803.

^ I'aufun, lib. 10, p. 894.
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©f Apollo and of the other divinities of Delphi ;

may their lands never bear any fruit ; may their

wives and flocks bring forth only monfters •, may

they perifli in battle •, may they mifcarry in all

their enterprifes ^ may their generations become

extinft with them ; and, while they live, may Apollo

and the other deities of Delphi rejeft, with horror,

their prayers and their facrifices '!"

The next day we defcended into die plain, to

fee the horfc and chariot races'^. The Hippo-

dromos, the name of the fpace allotted for the

courfe, is fo large, that no lefs tlian forty chariots

have fometimes been known to contend for the

vidory *. We faw ten ftart at once from the bar-

rier'", but few of which returned, the reft being

dalhed to pieces againft the goal, or broken in the

middle of the courfe.

When the races were ended we returned to

Delphi, to be prefent at the funeral honours which

the Theoria of the ^^nianes propofed to render to

the manes of Neoptolemus, and at the ceremonies

which were to precede them. This people, who
' reckon Achilles amono- the number of their an-

cient kings, and pay particular refpedl to the me-

mory of that hero and his fon Neoptolemus, dwell

• ^fchin. in Ctefiph. p. 445.
* Pauf. lib. 10, cap. 37, p- ^93. Sophocl. In Eleftr. v. 700

€t 731.
1 PInd. Pyth. 5, v. 65.
=> Sophocl. in Eleftr. v. 703.

Dd 3
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near Mount CEta, in ThefTaly. Every fourth

year they fend a deputation to Delphi, not only to

offer facrifices to the deities of the place, but to

make libations, and to pray upon the tomb of

Neoptolemus, who periilied here, at the foot of the

altar, by the hand of Oreftes fon of Agamemnon "

.

The firft of thefe duties they had difcharged the

day before-, and they were now about to acquit

themlelves of the fecond.

Polyphron, a young and rich ThefTalian, was at

the head of the Theoria. As he pretended to

derive his defcent from Achilles, he was defirous

to appear in the eyes of the people with a fplen-

dour that might juftify fuch high claims. The

procefiion opened by a hecatomb really confifting

of a hundred oxen ", fome of them with gilded

horns, and others crowned with flowers and gar-

lands. They were led by the fame number of

ThefTalians, clothed in while, with axes on their

fhoulders. Other victims followed, and muficians

were placed at intervals who played en different

inflruments. Next appeared fome Thefialian

women, whofe charms attradhed every eye. They

walked, with meafured fteps, finging hymns in

honour of Thetis, mother of Achilles, and bearing

in their hands, or on their heads, baflcets filled

with flowers, fruits, and precious aromatics. They

n Htliod. ^thiop. lib. 2, p. I 23.
" Id. lib. 3, p. 127.

s
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were followed by fifty young Theflalians mounted

on fuperb horfes, whitening their bits with foam.

Polyphron was no lefs diftinguiflied by the majeftic

graces of his perfon, than by the magnificence of

his apparel. When the procefllon arrived before

the temple of Diana, the prieftels made her appear-

ance, with the infignia and attributes of the god-

defs, having a quiver iufpended over her fhoulder,

and in her hands a bow and lighted flambeau. She

mounted her car and clofed the proceffion, which

continued to proceed in the fame order as far as

the tomb of Neoptolemus, fituated in an enclofurc

on the left of the temple ''.

The ThefTalian horfemen three times made the

circuit of the tomb. The ThefTulian girls uttered

long groans, and the other depuiies mournful cries.

A moment after the fignal was given, and all the

vi(5tims fell at once around the altar. Their ex-

tremities were cut off and placed on a large pile,

on which the priefts, alter reciting lome prayers,

made their libations ; after which Polyphron let

fire to it with the torch he had received from the

hands of the prieftefs of Diana. The claims which

the minifters of the temple have on certain portions

of the vi6lims were then fatisfied, and the remain-

der referved for an entertainment, to which the

priefls, the principal inhabitants of Delphi, and

f Paufan. lib. 10, cap. 24, p. 858.

D d 4
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the Theori, or deputies of the other Grecian cities,

were invited '^. We were admitted to it ; but in the

mean time took a ftep to the Lefche, which pre-

fented itfelf to our view.

This is an edifice, or portico, fo named becaufe

it is the place in which people meet to converfe,

or tranfadt bu^mefs^ We there found feveral

pidures expofed to the public eye, in a kind of

emulative exliibition, which has been iifual about

a century '. But we were lefs attentive to thefe

than to the paintings which decorate the walls.

They are by the hand of Polygnotus of Thafos,

and were confecrated in this place by the Cni-

dians ^

To the right, Polygnotus has reprefented the

taking of Troy, or rather the confequences of that

event : for he has chofen the moment when, glutted

with carnage, almoft all the Greeks are preparing

to return to their native homes. The field of the

pifture includes not only the infide of the city

feen through the vvalls, the deflruftion of which is

completing, but the fea-fhore, near which are feen

the vefTel of Menelaus ready to fet fail, and the

tent of that prince which is beginning to be taken

dov/n. A variety of groups are diftributed in the

1 Eurip. in Ion. v. 1131. Heliod. jEthiop. lib. 3, p. 133
ct 134.

'^ Paufan. lib. 10, cap. 25, p. 859.
=^ Plin. lib. 35, cap. 9, t. ii. p. 690.
« Paufan. et Plin. ibid. Pint, de Orac. Def. t. ii, p. 412,

7
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inarket-place, in the ftreets, and on the fea-fhore.

Here Helen is feen, accompanied by two of her

women, furrounded by feveral wounded Trojans,

whofe misfortunes fhe has occafioned, and feveral

Greeks who ftill feem to contemplate her beauty

with admiration. Further on, Cafiandra appears

feated on the ground, in the midft of Ulyfles,

Ajax, Agamemnon, and Menelaus, who are re-

prefented {landing motionlefs near an altar : for

fhe general charafter of this pidure is that gloomy

filencc, that fearful rcpofc, into which both the

viflors and the vanquiflied muft necellarily fmk,

when the former are wearied of their cruelties,

and the latter of their exiftence. Neoptolemus

alone has not yet fatiated his vengeance, and is

ftill feen purfuing fome feeble Trojans. This

figure, above all, attrads the eyes of the fpcflator j

and fuch doubtlefs was the intention of the artift,

as he painted it for a place contiguous to the tomb

of that hero.

It is impofTible not to feel the ftrongft emo-

tions of terror and compafTion, when we view the

body of Priam and thole of the principal Trojan

<;hiefs extended on the earth, covered with wounds,

and forfaken by all, amidfb the ruins of a city once

fo flourifhing. The limie emotions arc alio

ftrongly felt at the fight of a child in the arms of

an- old flave, who puts his little hand before his

eyes, to hide from them the furr^unding objeds
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of horror -, of that other child who, feized with

terror and confternation, is running to embrace an

altar; and of thofe Trojan women, who, feated on

the ground, and almoft piled upon each other,

appear finking beneath the weight of their defliny.

Among the number of thefe captives are two

daughters of Priam, and the wretched Andromache

holding her fon upon her knees. The painter has

let us fee the affli6tion of the youngeft of the prin-

cefTes ; but of that of the two others the imagina-

tion only can judge : their heads are covered with

a veil.

At this moment it occurred to us that great

praife had been beftowed on Timanthes for having

thrown a veil over the head of Agamemnon, in

his facrifice of Iphigenia. The fame image had

already been employed by Euripides ", who had

borrowed it no doubt from Polygnotus. Be that

as it may, in one of the corners of the plfture I

have been defcribing we read this infcription by

Simonides :
" Polygnotus of Thafos, fon of Agla-

ophon, has reprefented the deftru6lion of Troy *.'*

This inlcription is in verfe, as are almoft all thofe

intended to preferve the memory of celebrated names

or events.

On the oppofite v/all, Polygnotus has painted

the defcent of UlyfTes into hell, conformably to

^ Eurip. Iphig. in Aul. v. 1550.
^ Paufan.lib. 10, cap. 27, p. 866.
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the relation given by Homer and other poets.

The principal objefls arc the bark of Charon, the

evocation of the ghoil of Tirefias, Elyfium filled

with heroes, and Tartarus crowded with the

wicked. In this piece we may remark a new and

dreadful fpecies of punifliment deftined by Polyg-

notus for unnatural children ; one of which he has

introduced in his picture, and has reprefented his

father ftrangling him y. I cbfcrved likewife, that

to the torments of Tantalus he has added one oy

which this miferable prince is kept in a perpetual

ftate of apprehenfion. He has placed over him

an enormous rock, which every moment threatens

to fall upon his head ; but this idea he borrowed

from the poet Archilochus *.

Thefe pictures, the firft of which contains up.

wards of an hundred figures, and the fecond more

than eighty, produce a noble effed:, and give a

high idea of the genius and fl>:ill of Polygnotus.

The perfons round us were employed in exagge-

rating their defects and beauties ^
; but it v/as ad-

mitted by all, that the artift had treated his vaft

and fublime fubjeds with fo much judgment as

to produce in each pidure a rich and magnificent

whole.

y Paufan. lib. lo, cap. 2S, p. 866.
'• Id. ibid. p. 876.
=» Quintil. lib. 12, cap. 10. Lucian. in Tmag. t. ii. p. 465.

Mem. dc I'Acad. des Bell. Lettr. t, xxvii. Hill. p. 49. CEuv.
de Fiilc. t. V. p. I,
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The principal peffonages are diftinguifhable-by

their names, written near their figures; a ciiftom

which has been laid afide as the art has been

brought to greater perfeftion.

Whilft we were admiring thefe works, a meffen-

ger came to inform us that Polyphron expeded

lis in the banquet hall. We found him in the

centre of a large fquare tent, covered and enclofed

on three fides by painted tapeftry, which is kept

in the treafury of the temple, and was borrawed

by Polyphron on the occafion. On the ceiling

was reprcfented, on one fide, the fun when nearly

fetting i
on the other, Aurora juft beginning to

appear-, and, in the middle. Night in her car,

clothed in black crape, attended by the moon and

ftars : on the other pieces of tapeftry were cen-

taurs, horfemen purfuing ftags and lions, and naval

battles ^.

The entertainment was very fumptuous, and

lafted a confiderable time. Female muficians per-

formed upon the flute. The Thefllilian girls enter-

tained us with delightful concerts, and the young

men exhibited mock combats in dances fkilfully

executed *^.

Some days after, we afccnded to the fource of

the Caftalian fountain, the delicioufly cool and

pure ftreams of which form beautiful cafcades on

'' Einip. in Inn. v. 1 141.
'^ Kcliod. ^thiop. lib. 3, p. 144-



A N A C H A R S I S. 413

the declivity of the mountain. The fountain gufhcs

forth from between two ridges of rocks, which

overtop the city of Delphi ''.

Thence, purfuing our way towards the north,

to the diilance of more than fixty ftadia *, we ar-

rived at the cave Corycius, or, as it is fometimes

called, the Cave of the Nymphs, becaufe confe-

crated to tliem as well as to the gods Pan and

Bacchus ^ The water that drops from every part

forms little rivulets in it, which are never dry.

Though very deep, the light of day penetrates

almoft every corner of it ^ It is fo capacious,

that at tlie time of the expedition of Xerxes, the

greateft part of the inhabitants of Delphi made ir.

tiieir place of refuge s. We were flicwn in the

environs a great number of grottos, which are held

in high veneration -, for in thele folitary haunts

every thing is efteemed facred, and every place be-

lieved to be the abode of genii '^.

The road we followed offered fucccfTively to

our view an endlefs variety of objedis j pleafing

valleys, cluiters of pine trees, lands capable of cul-

tivation, rocks menacing our heads, precipices

^ Paufan. lib. lo, cap. 8, p. 817. Spon, Voy. de Grcce, t. ii.

p. 37. Whcler's Journey, bouk 4, p. 314.
* About two leao-ucs and a half.

« ^fchyl. in Eumcn. v. 22. Paufan. lib. 10, cap. 32, p. 878.
f Paufan. ibid.

E Hcrodot. lib. 8, cap. 36.
** jiUchyl. in Enmen.v. 23. Strab. lib. 9, p. 417. Lucan.

Pharfal. lib. ^, v. 73.
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yawning beneath our feet, and broken points of

view, from which we looked down, at a great

depth, on the adjacent country. In this landfcape

we got a glimple, near Panopeus, a town fituated

on the confines of Phocis and Boeotia, of a num-

ber of carriages filled with women, who were

alighting from them, and forming themfelves into

circular dances. Our guides knew them to be the

Athenian Thyiades, women initiated in the myfte-

ries of Bacchus, who repair annually to join thofe of

Delphi, in order to afcend the heights of Parnaflus

in a body, and there celebrate, with their accuf-

tomed enthufiafm, the orgies of that god^

The extravagance of their devotion will not

furprife thofe who know how eafy it is to in-

flame the lively and ardent imagination of the

Grecian women. They have not unfrequently

been known to fpread themfelves like torrents

over cities and whole provinces, half naked, and

with diilievelled locks, uttering the mod frightful

howlings. A fmgle fpark fufficed to produce thefe

combuftions. One or two of them, leized with a

kind of delirium, imagined themfelves incited by

divine infpiration, and communicated their fran-

tic tranfports to their companions. When the

fit was on the decline, expiations and remedies

^ Paufan. lib. lo, cap. 4, p. 806; cap. 6, p. 8i2j cap. 32,

p. 876.
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reftored tranquillity to their minds ^. Thefe epi-

demical paroxyfms are lefs frequent fmce real

knowledge has made a more extenfive progrefs,

though fome traces of them are ftill to be feen in

the feflivals of Bacchus.

Continuing our road between hills piled upon

each other, we arrived at the foot of Mount Ly-

corea, the highefl of the Parnaffian ridge, and

perhaps of all Greece ^ Here it is faid the inha-

bitants of the adjacent diftricls took refuge to

efcape the deluge of Deucalion "". We fet out to

reach the top of the mountain j but, after many

falls, we experienced how eafily we may attain to

certain heights on ParnalTus, but how difficult in

is to gain the fummit j and we defcended to Ela-

tea, the capital of Phocis.

This little province is environed by lofty moun-

tains, and is only acceffible by defiles, at the en-

trance of which the Phocians have erefted fortrefTes.

Elatea defends them asiainft the inroads of the

Theffalians " j Parapotamii from thofe of the

Thebans " ; and twenty other cities, the greater

part cf which are built on rocks, are encompafled

with walls and towers ''.

"^ Herodot. lib. 9, cap. 54. yElIan. lib. 3, cap. 42. Theo-
pomp. ap. Suid. in Bi.ic, et ap. Schol. Ariltoph. in Av. v. 963.

' Wheler's Journey, &c. book 4, p. 318 ; t. ii. p. 40.
«" Marm. Oxon. epoch. 4. Ptid. ibid. S:rab. lib. 9, p. 418.
" Stiab. ibid. p. 424.
• Pint, in Syll. t.'i. p. 462.
f DemoHh. de Falf. Leg. p. 312.
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To the north, and eaCLward of ParnalTus, wt

meet with beautiful plains watered by the Ce-

phiflus, which rifes at the foot of JVTount CEta,

above the city of Lilpea. The people of the

neighbourhood affirm, that on certain days, and

efpeeially in the afternoon, this river guflies forth

from the earth with fury, making a noife like the

roaring of a bull''. Of this I faw nothing, but

only obferved it filently glide along, with frequent

windings ""j amidft fields clad with various kinds

of trees, grain, and pafturage'. As if attached

to its own bounties, it feems reluctantly to quit the

fcenes that it embellifhes.

The other diflrids of Phocis are difting-uiflied

by particular productions. The oils of Tithorea ^,

and the hellebore of Anticyra, a town fituated on

the Corinthian fea % are in high eftimation. Not

far from thence, the fifhermen of Bulis catch thofe

fhell-fiili which are ufed for the purple dye":

higher up we faw, in the valley of AmbryfTus, rich

vineyards, and a quantity of fhrubs, which pro-

duce thofe little feeds that give fo beautiful a red

to woollens >'.

1 Paufan. lib. lO, cap. 33, p. 883.
' Hefiud. Fragm. ap. Strab. lib. 9, p. 424.
' Paufan. lib. 10, cap. 33, p. 883.
' Id. ibid. cap. 32, p. 881.
" Strab. lib. 9, p. 418. Plin. lib. 25, cap. 5, t ii. p. 367.

Paufan. ibid, cap. 36, p. 891.
^ Paufan. lib. 10, cap. 37, p. 893.
y Id. ibid. cap. 36, p. 890.

Each



A N A C H A R S I S. 417

Each city is independent, and poflefTes the right

of fending deputies to the general council, in which,

the national interefts ar^.difcuffcd *.

The inhabitants have a great number of fefll-

Vals, temples, and ilatues •, but the honour of culti-

vating letters and the arts they leave to other

nations. Their principal occupations are confined

to ruftic labours and domeftic cares. They have

at all times given ftriking proofs of characteriftic.

Valour, and, on a particular occafion, exhibited a

fearful tellimony of their love of liberty.

When on the point of finking under the power

of the Theflalians, who had invaded their country

with fuperior forces, they conftru6led a large pile,

near which they placed their women, their chil-

dren, their gold and filver, and all their valuable

efFe(5bs, and left them under the care of thirty of

their warriors, with orders, in cafe of a defeat, to

kill the women and children, to throw every thing

into the flames, and either to deftroy each other,

or repair to the field of battle and perifli with the

reft of the nation. The conflift was long, the

/laughter dreadful : the Theflalians took to flight,

and the Phocians remained free *.

m . I .1 I. .>,

* Paiifan.lib. lo, cap. 4, p, 805 j cap. 33, p. 882.
' Id. ibid. cap. i; p. 800.
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CHAP. XXIII.

Remarkable Events in Greece^ from the 7'ear 361 t§

the Tear 357 before Chriji. Death of Ageftlaus^

King of Lacedamon. Accejfton of Philip to the

Throne of Macedon, Social IVar.

^URING our ftay at the Pythian games we

more than once heard of the laft expeditioa

of Agefilaus •, and on our return we learnt his

death '^ *.

Tachos, king of Egypt, having determined to

invade Perfia, affembled an army of eighty thou-

fand men, which was to be ftrengthened by a body

of ten thoufand Greeks, among which number were

a thoufand Lacedemonians commanded by Agefi-

laus =. It excited univerfal aftonifhment to fee

this prince, now more than eighty years of age,

engage in fo diftant an expedition, and ferve in

the pay of a foreign power. But Lacedsemon

wifhed to take vengeance for the protection which

'' Diod. Sic. lib, 15, p. 401.
* In the 3d year of the io4tli Olympiad, corrcfponding witk

the year 362 and 361 before Chrift.

« Pkit. in AgeH t. i. p. 6i6.
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the kino; of Perfia had granted to the MefTenlans.

She pleaded obligations to Tachos, and had be-

fides hopes that this war would reftore liberty to

tliQ Greek cities of Afia*^.

To thefe motives, which perhaps were only

pretexts with Agefilaus, were added others per-

fonal to himfelf. His aftive mind, imable to fup-

port the idea of a peaceful life, and an obfc-ure

death, fuddenly beheld a new track opening to his

genius, and he feized with the more avidity this

opportunity of retrieving the luftre of his glory,

tarnilhed by the fuccefs of Epaminondas, as Ta*

chos^had promiied to confer on him the command

of the whole army ^

He left Lacedaimon. The Egyptians expccbed

him with impatience. On the news of his arrival,

the chief men of the nation, mingled with the

multitude, eagerly thronged round a hero who,

for fuch a feries of years, had been fo loudly cele-

brated by fame ^

On their arrival on the Ihore, they found a little

old man of an ignoble figure, feated on the

ground, in the midft of a few Spartans, whofe ap-

pearance, as negligent as his own, rendered it im-

poflible to dillinguidi the fabjects from the fove-

reign. The officers of Tachos difplayed before

^ Xeiioph. In Agef. 66^,
• Id. ibid.
f Plut. in Agcf. Ui.p.616.

E e 2
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him the prefents of hofpitality, confifting of varloua

forts of provifions. Agefilaus made choice of fomc

coarfe eatables, and diftributed the moll delicate

difhes, as well as the perfumes, among the flaves.

The fpedtators burft out into immoderate laughter

;

and the wifeft among them contented thcmfelves

with teftifying their contempt, and quoting the

fable of the Mountain in Labour ^.

His patience was foon put to a ftill ruder trial.

The king of Egypt refufed to entruft him with

the command of his troops. He paid no attention

to his counfels, and fubje6led him to every mortifi-

cation that haughty infolence and puerile vanity

can infpire. Agefilaus patiently awaited the mo-

jnent of extricating himfclf from the ftate of de-

gradation into which he had fallen, nor did he long

feek for an opportunity. The troops of Tachos

>revolting, formed themfelves into two parties, each

of which affumed the power to name a fuccefibr

'to his crov/n^. Agefilaus declared himfelf in fa-

vour of Nedanebus, one of the pretenders to the

throne. He directed him in all his meafures -, and,

after efcablilhing his authority, quitted Egypt,

laden with honours, and carrying with him the fum

of two hundred and thirty talents *, fent by Nedla-

»ebus as a prefent to the Lacedasmonians. A violent

i Plut. in Agd. t. i. p. 6 1 6. Nep. in Agef. cap. 8.

V Xenoph. in Agef. p. 663.
* 1,242,950 livres (^i,75gl,)
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tcmpcfl obliged him to take ihelter on a defert part

of the coafl; of Libya, where he died, at the age of

eighty-four '.

Two years after *, an event took pkcc, v.'hich,

though it efcaped the attention of the Athenians,

was deftined to cliange the face of Greece, and of

the known vv'orld.

Hitherto the conne£l:ons between the Macedo-

nians and Greece had been but flender, no diilinc-

tion being made by the polifhed dates of the latter

country between them and the other barbarous

nations with whom they were perpetually at war.

The fovereigns of Macedon were formerly admit-,

ted to enter tlie lifts at the Olympic games, only on

producing their titles by which they derived their

defcent from Hercules ^.

Archelaus afterwards attempted to introduce into

his ftates a tafte for letters and the arts. Euripides

was invited to his court ; and Socrates, if he had

chofen to accept the oficr, might there have found

an afylum.

The laft of thcfe princes, Perdiccas, fon of

Amyntas, had lately been cut off, with the greater

part of his army, in a battle with the Illyrians.

On this news, his brother Philip, whom I had

fcen when a hoftage among the Thebans, eluded
^ " ———™^—.^

—

. ^
' Plut. in Agef. t. i. p. 6i8. Id. Apopht, Lacon. t, i'u p. zi^,
* Under the archonfliip of Callimcdes, the ill year of the

105th 01ympiad> corrcfponding with the years 360 aud 35.^;

before Chrill.

^ Hcrodot. lib. 5, cap. 22 ; lib. 5, cap. 45,

Be 3
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the vigilance of his guards, repaired to Maccdon,

and was appointed guardian to the fon of Per-

diccas'.

The kingdom was now menaced with approach-

ing ruin. Inteltine divifions and multiplied de-

feats had rendered it an objefl of contempt to all

the neio;hbouring nations, which feemed to confpire

toofcther to acceleract its ruin. The Pasonians

made incurfions on the frontiers , the Illyrians col-

lefled their forces and m>editated an invafion

;

two competitors, equally formidable, and both of

the royal houfe, afpired to the throne ; the Thra-

cians maintained the claims of Paufanias ; and the

Athenians fent a fleet and army to afTcrt thofe of

Argeus. The people in confternation beheld only

exhaufled finances, a handful of difpirited and un-

difciplined foldiers, the fceptre in the hands of an

infant, and by the fide of the throne a regent

fcarcely twenty-two years of age.

Philip confulting his own powers rather than the

forces of the kingdom, undertook to render his

nation what Epaminondas his model had rendered

the Thebans. A few flight advantages taught the

troops fuflicient confidence in themfelves to ad

with courage, and the people of Macedon no

longer to defpair of the fl:ate. He prefently intro-

duced order into the different departments of ad-

* Diod. Sic. lib. i6, p. 407. Juftin, lib, 7, cap. 5.

8
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miniftration j new modelled the Macedonian pha-

lanx ; and engaged, by prcfents and promifcs, the

P:-eonians to retire, and the king of Thrace to

facrifice to him Paufanias. He next marched

againll Argens, defeated him, and difmiffed, with-

out ranfom, the Athenian prifoners "\

Though Athens now iiiflaincd her greatnefs only

by the influence of her ancient fame, fhe was not to

be treated with contempt. She had well-founded

pretcnfions on the city of Amphipolis in Mace-

donia, and the moft evident intercit in aflcrting

her right. It was one of her colonies, and import-

ant in point of commerce, as it was tlu'ough that

channel that fhe obtained her lliip timber, her

wool, and other articles of merchandize from

upper Thrace. After many revolutions, Amphi-

polis had fallen into the hands of Perdiccas,

brother of Philip ; and it cculd not be reftored

to its ancient matters without giving them a foot-

ing in Macedonia, nor kept without forcing them

into a war. Philip therefore declared it inde-

pendent, and figned a treaty of peace with the

Athenian?, in Vv'hich that city was not mentioned.

This filence left tlie contrafting parties in poirefiion

of their rcfpcdlive claims".

In the rniuft of thefe fucceHes, oracles ".tx

•n Diod. Sic. \ih. 1 6, p. ^C^.

Id. lib. 16, [1. ^to3. Polyrcn. Stiatag. lib. 4, cap. tt S ^U

E e 4
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rumoured among the people, which declared that

Maccdon Ihould rcfume its ancient fplendour'

under a Ton of Amyntas. Heaven had promifed

a great man to Macedonia j and the genius of

Philip feemed to .point him out". The nation^

perfuaded that, even by the declaration of the

gods themfelvcs, he alone ought to govern who

was able to defend them, invefted him with the

fovereign authority, of which they deprived the

fon of Perdiccas.

Encouraged by their choice, Philip united pare

of Pasonia to Macedon ; defeated the Illyrians^

and obliged them to retire within their ancient

limits P. Pie foon after made himfelf mafter of

Amphipolis, which the Athenians in the interval

had fruitkfsly endeavoured to retake, and of fome

adjoining cities in which they had garrifons '.

Athens, occupied with another war, was neither

able to prevent nor to avenge hoftilities, which

Philip knew how to colour with fpecious pretexts.

But nothing contributed more to augment his

power than the difcovery of fome gold mines,

which, when worked, annually produced him up^

wards of a thoufand talents '^ *
: he afterwards em^

• Juftin. lib. 7, tap, 6,

» Dio^. Sic, lib. 1 6, p. 409,

5 Id. ibid. p. 412. Polyajn. Strata|T. lib. 4, cap. 2, § 17.

' C^j-ab. lib. 7, p. 331. Sencc. Quceft. Nat. lib. 5, cap. 15,

jDiod. bic. ibid. p. 40B et 413.
* Upwards of five miliious four liuii4ic<l thoufaod livrcji
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ployed this wealth to corrupt the principal orator*

and ftatefmen of the Grecian republics.

I have faid that the Athenians were oblisied to

fliut their eyes to the firft hoflilities of Philip. Ths
city of Byzantium, and the ides of Chios, Cos,

and Rhodes, had recently formed a league, to

withdraw themfclves from their dependence**.

The wrr commenced with the fiege of Chios..

Chabrias commanded the fleet, and Chares the

land-forces ^ The former enjoyed a reputation

acquired by numerous great acflions. He was

only reproached with executing with too much

ardour projecls formed with too much circum-

fpedlion ". Almoft his whole life had been pafied

at the head of armies, and far from Athens, where

the fame of his opulence and merit excited much

jealoufy *. The following anecdote will give an

idea of his military talents. He was on the point

of being defeated by Agefilaus •, the mercenaries

in his army had fled, and the troops of Athens

were ready to give way and follow their example.

In this critical moment he commanded them to

kneel on one knee, cover themfelves with their

bucklers, and prefent their pikes. The king of

' Diod. Sic.l-ib. 16, p. 412. DemoRh. pro Rhod. Libert, p. 144,
* In the 3d ytar of the 105th Olympiad, before Clyrill 35!^-

and 357.
' D'.od. Sic. lib. 16, p. 412, !

" Plat, in Phoc. t. i. p. 744.
* Theopomp. ap. Athen. lib, J 2, p, 532. Ncf, la Cbabr,-

papr jp
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Laccdxmon, furprifcd at a manoeuvre never be-

fore pradifed, and thinking it would be dangerous

tD attack this phalanx of iron, gave the fignal of

retreat. The Athenians decreed a ftatue to their

general, and allowed him to be repreiented in the

attitude which had faved them trom the difgrace

of a defeat y.

Chares, proud of trifling fuccefles * and (light

wounds ^, for which he was inuebted to chance,

deftitute befides of real abilities, Vv'ithout mcdefty,

and intolerably vain, difpiayed a moft otfenfive

luxury both in peace and v/ar ^
j drew on himfelf

in every campaign tlie contempt of the enemy,

and the hatred of the allies ; fomented diflenfions

among the friendly nations, and robbed them of

their treafures, of which he was at once covetous

and lavilli'^. He even carried his audacity to fuch

a height as to embezzle the pay of the foldiers to

corrupt the orators^, and to give entertainments

to the people, who preferred him to all the other

generals ".

Chabrias, when he came in fight of Chios, un-

able to moderate his ardour, ordered the rowers to

redouble their exertions, entered fmgly into the

. y Nep. in Chabr. cap. t.

2 Diod. Sic. lib. 15, p. 385.
=• Pint, in Pclop. t. i. p. 278.
^ Theopomp. ap. Athcn. lib. 12, p, 532.
*• Pint, in Phoc. t. i. p. 747. Diod. ibid. p. 403.
•5 ^Ichin. dc Falf. Leg. p. ^06.
* Theopomp. ap. Athen. ibid.
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port, and was immediately furrounded by the fleet

of the enemy. After an obflinate refiftance, his

foldiers threw themfelves into the fea to fwim to

the other gallies which were coming to their afTift-

ance. Chabrias might have followed their ex-

ample, but he chofe rather to die than abandon

his ihip ^

The fiege of Chios was undertaken and raifed.

The war lalled four years ^. We fhall hereafter fee

in what manner it was terminated.

f Diod. Sic. lib. i6, p. 412. Plut. io Phoc, t. i, p. 744.. Nep.
in Chabr. cap. 4.

s Piod. ibid. p. 424.



4i8 TRAVELS OF

CHAP. XXIV.

Of the Fejlivals of the Jsbenians,

THE early feftivals of Greece were charac-

terized by joy and gratitude. The people

of the different nations, after gathering in the fruits

of the earth, aflembled to offer up facrifices, and

to indulge in that mirth which is the natural

tonfequence of plenty •*. Several of the Athenian

feftivals bear the veftiges of this origin : they cele*

brate the return of verdure, of the harvefts, the

vintage, and the four feafons. of the year ^
-, and as

thefe a6ls of worfhip are addreffed to Ceres and to

Bacchus, the feftivals of thofe two divinities are

more numerous than thofe of the other deities.

In procefs of time, the commemoration of bene-

ficial or illuftrious events was fixed to ftated days,

the more certainly to perpetuate them to pofterity.

If we take a view of the Athenian calendar ^, we

Ihall find in it an abftrad of the annals of Athens,

and the events the moft glorious to the city. Ac

one time, the union ot the people of Attica by
—*

—

^mama^tmrnmrnt^mm^mm

^ Ariftot. de Mor. lib. 8, cap. ii, t. ii. p. iio»
i Meurf. Cirax:. Fer. CaftcUan. &c.
* Plut, dc Glyr. Athen, t, ii. p. 349,
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Thefeas, the return of that prince into his ftates,

and the abolition of debts which he procured, are

celebrated •, and at another, the battles of Marathon

and Salamis, or thofe of Plat^ea, N.ixos, &c ^

The birth of children is a feftival for indivi*

duals "" ; and the enrolling of thefe children among

the number of the citizens a national feftival " ; at

it is alfo when, on attaining a certain age, they exhibit

public teftimonies of the progrefs they have made ill

the exercifes of the gymnafium ". Befides thefe fefti-

vals, which intereft the whole ftate, there arc others

peculiar to each town.

The public folemnities are either annual, or re-

turn after a certain number of years. Such as were

cftabliflied in the country from the remoieft periods,

are diftinguifhed from thofe which have been re-

cently borrowed from other nations p. Some of

them are celebrated with extraordinary magnifi-

cence. On certain occafions, I have feen three

hundred oxen led in folemn pomp to the altars ',

Upwards of eighty days ", loft to induftry and ruftic

labours, are dedicated to fpedacles calculated tQ

divert the people after their fatigues, and to attach

' MtrU'.f. Grjec. Fcr.

Id. ibid, in Amphidr,
• Id. ibid, in Apat.
• Id. ibid, in Ofohoph.
f Harpocr. in 'EttjScV.

1 Ifocr. Areop. t. i. p, 324.
« Id. Panegr. t. i. p. J42. See the Athenian Calendar, i'»

Petit, Coifuii, &c.
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them to religion and the government. Thefe con*-

fift of facriiice.s which infpire refpedl by the pom-

pous apparatus of the ceremonies
; procefllons in

which the youth of both fexes advantageoufly dif-

play all their charms •, theatrical pieces, the pro-

dudlions of the firll geniufes of Greece ; dances,

fongs, and combats, in which bodily flrength, fkill,

and genius, are by turns exhibited.

Thefe combats are of two kinds •, the gymnaftic

exhibited at the ftadium, and the fcenic compe-

titions at the theatre ^ In the former, the prize

is difputed by running, wre filing, and other exer-

cifes of the gymnafium ; and in the latter, by

fong and dance. As thefe conftituLe the chief

ornament of the principal feftivals \ I lliall proceed

to give fome idea of the exhibitions on the ftage.

Each of the ten tribes furnifhes a chorus, and a

leader to condud it ". This leader, v/ho is named

the choragus, muft be at lead forty years of age *.

The choice of the performers lies with him, and

they are generally taken from the clafs of children,

or of youths >'. It is his inrereft to have an excel-

lent player on the flute to direft their voices, and

« Poll. lib. 3, cap. 30, § 142.
* Lyf. Defenf. Man. p. 374.
" Argum. Orat. in Mid. p. 6cc. Demoftli. ibid. p. 605.

Id. in Boeot. p. ico2.
^ JE.icb.ln. in Timarch. p. 362.

If Plat de Leg. lib. 6, t. ii. p. 764.
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an able mafter to regulate their fteps and geftures *.

As it is neceflary to eftablilh the moft perfe<5t equa-

lity between the competitors, and as the victory

frequently depends on the fuperior fkill of thefe

teachers, one of the firil magiftrates of the republic

Ices them drawn for by lot, in prefence of tlie dif-

ferent bands and their refpedive choragi ^

Some months previous to the feftivals they be-

gin to exercife the performers, and the choragus,

that they may be conftantly under his eye, often

takes them to live with him, and provides for

their fupport''. He appears at the fellival, as well

as his followers, with a gilt crown, and a magnifi-

cent robe*^.

Thefe fiindlions, confecratcd by religion, are ftill

farther ennobled by the example of Arillides, Epa-

minondas, and the greatefl men, who have deemed

it an honour to difcharge them ; but they are fo

cxpenfive, that many citizens refufe the dangerous

honour of facrificing part of their fortunes ^ to the

precarious hope of rifing, by this means, to the

firft offices of magiftracy.

Sometimes a tribe is unable to find a choragus,

and in this cafe the flate takes upon itfelf the cx-

* Demofth. in Mid. p. 606 et 612.
» Id. ibid. p. 605.
b Antiphon. Orat. i6, p. 143. Ulpinn. in Leptin. p-S''^'
•= Dcniofth. in Mid. p. 606 et 613. Antiphan. ap. Athea.

lib. 3, p. 103.
•* Lyf. Dcfenf. Mun. p. 3,75. DcmoHhen. la Mid. p. 60j.

Argum. Orat. iu Mid, p. 600.
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pence % orders two citizens conjointly to fupport thfli

burthen ^, or permits the choragus of one tribe to

condud the chorus of another ^. I fliall add like-

wife that each tribe is eager to obtain the beft poetj

to compofe the facred hymns ^.

The chomfes appear in the pomps or pfoceflions j

they range themfelves around the altars, and fing

hymns during the facrifice
'

; they repair to the

theatre, where, deputed to maintain the honour of

their rcfpecStive tribes "", their exertions are ani-

mated by the moft lively emulation. Their leaders

employ intrigues and corruption to obtain the

victory ^ Judges are appointed to decree the

prize "", which fometimes is a tripod, care-

fully confecrated by the vidlorious tribe, either

'in a temple", or in an edifice ereded on the oc-

jcalion ".

The people, almoft as jealous of their pleafures

as of their liberty, wait the decifion of the conteft,

with the fame anxiety, the fame tumult, as if their

• Infcript. Ant. ap. Spon. Voyag. t. ii. p. 326.
' Ariftot. ap. Schol. AriUoph. in Ran. v. 408.
X Antiphon. Orat. 16, p. 143.
*" Arilloph. in Av. v. 1404. Schol. ibid,

» Plat, de Leg. lib. 7, t. ii. p. 800.
* Ariftoph. in Nub. v. 31 1.

* Demolth. in Mid. p. 604 et 6l2.
«» Id. ibid. p. 606.
n Id. ibid. p. 604. Id. in Paenipp. p. 1 025. Flut. in Ariftid,.

t. i. p. 318. Athcn. lib. 1, p. 37. Suid. in rit;^. laylor iit

Mainior. Sandvic. p. 67.
• Plut. in X. Rhet. Vit. t, ii.p. S^j' CbandL Infcript. p. 481

moft
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.

moft important interefts were the objedl of difcuf-

fion. The glory refulting from the vidlory is fhared

between the triumphant chorus, the tribe to which

it belongs, the choragus who is at its head, and the

mafters who have given the preparatory leflbns ''.

Every thing relative to thefe fpeftacles is pro-

vided for and fettled by the laws. They declare

the perfons of the choragus and the adlors inviola-

ble during thefe feftivals ^
j they regulate the

number of the folemnities when the different

kinds of games, of which the people are fo paffion*

ately enamoured, fhall be prefented ^ Such, amongft

others, are the Panathenrea and the greater Diony-

fia, or Dionyfia of the city.

The former fall in the firft month, which begins

at the fummer folftice. Inftituted in the earlicd

ages in honour of Minerva, and revived by The^

feus in memory of the union of all the people of

Attica, their return is annual •, but they are cele-

brated with additional ceremony and fplendour in

the fifth year \ The following is the order ob-

fcrved in them, according to the remarks I made

the firft time I had an opportunity of being pre-

fent.

P Lucian. in Hermot. t. i. p. 851. Infcript. Antiq. ap. Spon.
Voyag. t. ii. p. 315 et 327 ; "ap. Van Dale, de Gymnaf. cap. 5 ;

ap. Taylor, in Marm. Sandvic. p. 70.
1 Dcmcifth. in Mid. p. 612.
^ Id. ibid. p. 604.
» Meurf. Panathen, Corfin. Faft. Attic, t. ii. p. 357. Caft^ll.

ie Feft. Grasc. in Panathen,

Vol. II. Ff
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The people who inhabit the different towns of

Attica thronged to the capital, leading with then^

a great number of victims deftined for facrifices to

the goddefs ^ In the morning I repaired to the

banks of the Iliflus, and faw the horfe races, in

which the Tons cf the firft citizens of Athens

contended for the honour of the vidory * ; I went

to the iladium, and faw other young men ftrug-

gling for the prize at wreftling and different ex-

crcifes of the body *
j then proceeding to the

Odeum, I found there feveral muficians engaged
' DO

in gentler and lefs perilous contefts y. Some exe-

cuted pieces on the flute or cithara; others fang>

and accompanied their voices with one of thele

inflrunients '. The fubjcct propofed to them was

the eulogium of Harmodius, Ariftogitan, and

Thrafybulus, who had refcued the republic from

thje yoke of the tyrants by which it was oppreffed *

:

for, among the Athenians, public inflitutions arc

fo many monuments for the citizens who have^

ferved the ftate, and icffons for thofe who arc

called upon to render it fervice. A crown of

olive, and a veffel filled with oil, were the prizes

beftowed upon the viftors ^. Crowns were afcer-

« Ariftoph. in Nub. v. 355. Schol. ibid.

« Xenoph. Sympof. p. 872. Athen. lib. 4, p. 168.

* Demollh. de Coroii^p. 492. Xcuoph. ibid.

y Flut. in Per. t. i. p. 160.

* Meurf. Panath. cnp. 10.

a Philoftr. Vit. ApolL lib. 7, cap. 4, p. 283.
k Ariitot. ap. Schol. Sopliucl. in OEdip. Colon, v. 730. SttlioL

Find. Nem. od. x. v. 65. Meuif. Fanath. cap. 11.
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llfe'Ards conferred on individuals, who appeared to

the people to have merited tliat mark of honour

by their zeal in the fervice of their country'^.

1 next went to the Ceramicus> to fee the procef-

fion pafs that was formed without the walls ^, and

beginning to file off. It was compofed of diflercnc

claffcs of citizens, crowned with chaplets of flowers %
and remarkable for their perfonal beauty. Among
the number were old men of a majeftic arid vene-

rable appearance, bearing branches of olive
^

;

middle aged men, who, armed with lances and with

bucklers, feemed only to refpire wars
;
youth from

eighteen to twenty, who fang hymns in honour of

the goddefs **
•, beautiful boys clad in a fimple tu-

nic ', adorned only with their native graces ; and

lailly girls, who were of the firll families in Athens,

and whofe features, fhape, and deportment, at-

traded every eye ". With their hands they held

balkets on their heads, which, under a rich veil,

contained facred utenfils, cakes, and every thing

iieceflary for the facrifices'. Female attendants,

who followed them, with one hand held over

« Dcmofth. de Coron. p. 492.
*• Thucyd. lib. 6, cap. 57.
« Demollh. in Mid. p. 612.
f Xenoph. Sympcf. p. 883. Etymol. Magn. et Hefycli. iB

2 Thucyd. ibid. cap. jS.

^ Hcliod. ^.thlop. lib. i, p. liu

• Meurf. Panath, cap. 24.
^ Hefych. et Harpocr. in Kccnjp. Ovid. Metamor. lib. i, v. 7 1 1,

I Ariftoph* in Pac. ^ 948.
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them an umbrella, and carried in the other a fold-^

ing chair "^. This is a fpecies of fervitude impofed-

on the daughters of all foreigners fettled at Athens

:

a fervitude they fhare in common with their fathers

and mothers, who likewife carried on their fhould-

ers veffels filled with water and honey, for the pur-

pofe of libations ".

They were followed by eight muficians, four of

whom played on the flute, and four on the lyre°.

After them came rhapfodifls finging the poems of

Homer p, and dancers armed at all points, who,

attacking each other at intervals, reprefented, to

the found of the flute, the battle of Minerva with

the Titans ''.

Next came a fliip, that appeared to glide over

the ground by the power of the wind and the

efforts of a great number of rowers, but which

really was put in motion by concealed machinery ,

The vefi'el had a fail of light ftufi^% on which young

girls had reprelcnted in embroidery the viftory of

" Ariftopli. in Av. v. 1550. Scliol. ibid. J?^liaii. Van Hift,

lib. 6, cap. I

.

" ^lian. ibid. Harpocr. in MfToix. Id. et Hefych. in Zmf.
Poll. lib. 3, cap. 4A S5-

° Drawings of Nointel,preferved in the king of France's libraiy,

P Lycurg. in Leocr. part. 2, p. 161. Plat, in Hipp. t. ii.

p. 228.

1 Ariftoph. in Nub. v. 984. Scliol. ibid. Lyf. in Miin. AccepA

p. 374. Mcuvf. Panathcn.cap. 12.

» Hcliod. ilLtbiop. lib. I, p. 17. Philoftr. in Sophift. lib. a,

p 550. Mcurf. Panath. cap. 19.

' Harpocr. in UiiiK
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Minerva over the Titans \ On it alfo they had

depifted, by order of the government, fome heroes

whofe illuftrious deeds had merited to be cele-

brated with thole of the gods ".

This procefTion marched on with folcmn fteps,

under the direction of feveral magiftrates *, and

palled through the moft frequented quarter of the

city, amidd a crowd of fpe<5lators, moft of whom
were placed on fcafFolds erefled for the occafion ^.

When it had reached the temple of the Pythian

Apollo % the fail of the lliip was taken down and

carried to the citadel, where it was depofited in the

temple of Minerva ^.

In the evening I followed the crowd to the

academy to fee the torch race. The courfe is

only fix or feven fladia in length ^. It extends

from the altar of Prometheus, which is at tjie gate

of this garden, to the walls of the city '=. Several

young men are ftationed in this interval at equal

diftances'^. Wiien the fhouts of the multitude

have given the fignal % the firll lights his flambeau

' Plat, in Eutyphr. t. 1. p. 6. Eurip. in Hecub. v. 466. Schol,
ibid. Suid. in Yli-aX.

" Ariftoph. in Equit. v. 562. Schol. ibid.

^ Poll. lib. 8, cap. 9, § 93.
y Athcn. lib. 4, p. 167.

^- Philollr. in Sophill. lib. 2, p. 550.
» Plat, in Eutyphr. t. i. p. 6.

*» Ciccr. de Fin. lib. 5, cap. i , t. ii. p. 196*
« Paufan. lib. I, cap. 30, p. 75.
^ Herodot. lib. S, cap. 98.

Ariftoph. in Rail. v. 133.

F f 5
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at the altar f, and running with it, hands it to the

fecond, who trrnfmit^i it in the fame manner to the

third, and To fucccfiivclyB. He who fuffers it

to be extinguifhed can no more enter the lifts %
and they who flacken thtir pace are expofed to

the railleries and even blows of the populace'.

To gain the prize, it is necefTary to have paflcd

through the aifferent ftations with fuccefs. Thi^

trial of fkill was frequently repeated, and is di-

verfified according to the nature of the feftivals ''.

The candidates who had been crowned at the

different exercifes, invited their friends to fupper '.

Sumptuous repafts were given in the prytaneurn

and other public places, which lafled till the fol-

lowing day '". The people among whom the im-

molated victims were diftributed", fpread tables

on every fide, and gave a loofe to their lively an^

tumultuous mirth.

Several days of the year are dedicated to the

y/orfhip of Bacchus °. The city, the harbour of

Piraeus, the country, and the neighbouring towns,

by turns re-echo with h"s name. I have more

^ Plut. in Solun. t. i. p. '/(),

s Herodot. ibid. J&khyl. in Agam, v. 320. Meurf. Grace*

Fer. lib. 5, in Lampud.
^ Piiiifan. lib. i, cap. 30, p. 75.
• Arlitoph. in Ran. v. 11 25. Schrl. ibid. Hefych. in Kf^«^^
*^ Plat de Rep. Ijb. 1, t. ii. p. 32&.

=.
•

^ Athen.Iib. 4, p. 168.

" Hciiod. -ffithiop. lib. t, p, if?.

i^viftoph. in Nub. v. 385. tJchol. ibid.

® Demofth. in Mid", p. 6«4.
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tlian once feen the whole city in a ftatc of the mod
complete intoxication ^ ; I have feen Bacchanals

and Bacchanalian nym.phs crowned with ivy, fen-

nel, and poplar, with convuliive agitations dance

and howl through the ftrcets, and invoke Bacchus

with barbarous acclamations'; I have feen them

tear the raw entrails of the vi^ims with their teeth

and nails, fquceze ferpents in their hands, inter-

weave them in their hair, twift them round their

bodies, and by fuch kind of extravagancies attra^ft

the attention of the terrified multitude ^

Similar fcenes are in fome meafure exhibited at

a feftival which is celebrated on the firft appearance

of fpring. The city is then filled with ftrangers %

who repair thither in crowds, to bring the tribute

of the iflands fubjeded to the Athenians \ to fee

the new pieces prcfented at the theatre", and to

be prefent at the games and public fliews, but,

above all, a: a proceffion which reprefents the

triumph of Bacchus. In this the fame retinue is

exhibited with which that god is faid to have been

attended when he made the conquefl of India

:

men who perfonate fatyrs, others who reprefenc

the god Pan "
; fome dragging goats along to facri-

P Plat, de Le'T. lib. i, t. ii. p. 637.
1 Demofth. dc Cor&n. p. 516.
' Plut, in Alex. t. i. p. 66)-. Clem. Alex. Protrept. t. i. p. ir.

* Demofth. in Mid. p. 637.
* Schul. Ariftoph. in Acharn. v. 377.
» Plut. dc Exil. t. ii. p. 603.. Schol. Ariftoph. in Xiib. v. ^11.
» Plut. in Anion, t. i. p. 926. Athen. lib. 5, p. 197.

Ff 4
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fice them ' ; others mounted on aflfes in imitatioil

of Silenus ^
•, others dilguifed like women ^

•, others

again carrying obfcene figures, fufpended on long

poles '', and finging the mofl licentious hymns '
:

in fine, all forts of perfons, of both fexes, moft of

them clad in the fl-cins of fawns'^, concealed under

mafks % crowned with ivy, either drunk or feigning

to be fo^, mingling their uninterrupted lliouts

with the found of inftruments ; fome agitating their

bodies like madmen, and abandoning themfelves

to all the convulfions of fury -, others executing

regular and military dances, but holding vafes

inftead of bucklers, and throwing thyrfi in the

manner of darts, with which they fometimes menace

and infult the fpeftators s.

In the midft of thefe bands of furies, the chorufes

deputed by the different tribes advance in the moft

perfe6l order ^
-, and a number of young women, of

the moft diftinguiftied families of the city, walk

with downcaft eyes '\ decked out in all their

ornaments, and bearing on their heads the facred

y Plut. de Cup, Divit. t. ii. p. 327.
^ Ulplan. in Mid. p. 688.
» Hefych. in'l^vtpcX.

^ Herodot. lib. 2, cap. 49. Ariftoph. in Acharn. v. 242.
<^ Ariftoph. ibid. v. 260.
^ Ariltoph. in Ran. v. 1242. Athen. lib. 4, cap. 12, p. 148,
« Plut. de Cup. Divit. ibid. Athen. hb. 14, p. 622.
'' Demoflh. in Mid. p. 632.

? Demofth. ibid. Athen. lib. 14, p. 63 1.

*> Plat, de Rep. lib. 5, t. ii. p. 475.
V Ariftoph. in Acharn. v. 241. Schol. ibid. Id. v. 2^2} ^*"

' '2.
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bafkets, which, befides offerings of the earlieft

fruits, contain cakes of different forms, grains of

fglt, ivy leaves, and other myfterious fymbols *.

The roofs of the houfes, which are in the form

of terraces, are covered with fpe6tators, and efpe-

cially women, moft of them with lamps and

torches ', to light the procefiTion, which almoft

always begins its march at night "', halting in the

fquares and public places, to make libations, and

offer up vidims in honour of Bacchus ".

.The day is coniecrated to different games. The
company repair early to the theatre °, either to be

prefent at the competitions in mufic and dancing

between the chorufes, or to fee the new pieces

which the poets have prepared for the occafion.

The firil of the nine archons prefides at thcle

fcfbivals P
', the fccond at other Iblemnities "^ ; and

both have officers under them to relieve them in

their fundtions •", and guards to drive all perfons

from the theatre, or other fpedlacles, who are the

occafion of any difturbance ^

As long as thefe feflivals continue, the leafl

^ Clem. Alex. Protrept. t. i. p. 19. Caflellan. in Dionyf.
' Arilloph. in Acharn. v. 261. Cafaub. in Athen. lib. 4j

cap. 12.

™ Sophocl. in Antigon. V. ii6l. Scliol. ibid,

" Demofth. in Mid. p. 611,
•^ Id. ibid. p. 615.
P Poll. lib. 8, cap. 9, § 89. Plut. in Cim. p. 483,
1 Poll. ibid. § 90.
^ Demofth. ibid. p. 60^,
« Id. ibid. p. 631.
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violence done to a citizen is criminal, and n»

creditor is allowed to profecute his debtor. All

crimes and diforders committed at this time are

feverely punifhed on the fucceeding days '.

The women alone participate in the feftivals of

Adonis ', and in thofe which, under the name of

Thefmophoria, are celebrated in honour of Ceres

and Proferpine '
: both thefe are accompanied

with ceremonies which I have more than once

defcribed, or of which I arq unable to penetrate

the meaning,

* Demofth, in Mid. p. 604.
Meurf. Grace. Fer. lib. I. Mem. de I'Acad. des Bell. Lettr*

tf Tii. p. 98.
* Wem. de I'Acad. des Bell, Lettr, t. xxxl?c. p. 203,



ANACHARSIS. 44|

CHAP. XXV.

Of the Hctifes and Entertainments of the Athenians,

THE houfcs of the Athenians in general con-

fift of two fcts of apartments ; the upper

(lory for the women, and the lower for the men *".

The roofs have terraces *, with a large projcftion

at each extremity *\ Athens is reckoned to con-

tain upwards of ten thoufand *,

A confiderable number have gardens behind

them % and in the front a fmall court, or rather a

fort of portico^, at the end of which is the houfc

door, fometixnes entrulled to the care of a eunuch ^

We there find fometimes either a figure of Mer-

(cury to drive away thieves'", or a dog, who is a

much more effeftual guard s, ajid almoft always

' ^ —TT •

y Lyf. de Cxd. Eratofth. p. 6.

2 Plin. lib. 7,6, cap. 25, p. 756.
' Arifl-ot. CEconom. lib. 2, t. ii. p. 502. Polysen. Strat. lib. 3,

(cap. 9, ^ 3c.

*> Xenoph. Memor. p. 774.
^ Tcrent. 'n Adelph. a£l. 5, fcen. 5, v. 10.

•* Plat, in Protag. t.j. p. 311. Vitruv. lib. 6, cap. lO,

p. T19.

« Plat. ibid. t. i. p. 3I+.
f Arilloph. in Pint. v. 1 r 55. Sehol. ibid.

s Id. in LylilK t. 1217. Tbcophr. Cuaraft. cap. 4. ApoI«
lodor. ap. Athen. lib. i, p. 3.
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an altar in honour of Apollo, on which the mailer

of the houfe facrifices on certain days'*.

Strangers are fhewn the houfes of Miltiades,

Ariftides, Themiftocles, and other great men of

the lalt age. Formerly nothing diftinguilhed them

from the others ; at prefent they are conipicuoys

from their contrail with the fumiptuous edifices

•which men, deftitute either of fame or virtue, have

had the effrontery to ereft by the fide of thefe

modeft habieations'. Since a talle for building

has been introduced at Athens, the arts are con-

ftantly employed to encourage and improve it.

The ftreets are made more llraight and regular^,

the modern houfes are built with tv/o wings, and

the apartments of the hufband and wife placed on

the ground floor ; they are rendered more commo-

dious by a judicious diftribution of all the parts,

and more fplendid by a variety of embellifhments.

Such was the houfe occupied by Dinias, one of

the mofc opulent and luxurious citizens of Athens^

whofe oiientation and expenfive profufion were

fuch as prefently to diflipate his fortune. He was

conftantly followed by three or four flaves ^, and

his wife Lyfi (Irate never appeared in public but

h Ariftoph. in Vefp. v, 870. Schol. jbid. Plat, de Rep.

lib. I, t. ii. p. 328.
' Xenoph. Memor. lib. c, p. 821;. Demofth. Olynth. ?_,

p. 38 et 39. Id.de Rep. Ordin. p. 127. Id. in AriftQCi^,

1^ Aiiftot. de Rep. lib. 7, cap. li, 1. 11, p. 438,
• Dcmoftb. pro Phonn. p. 965,
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m a carriage drawn by four white Sicyoniati

horfes"^. Like other Athenians, he was always

ferved by a waiting woman, who fharcd the nup-

tial privileges with his wife" ; and was never with-

out a kept miftrefs in the city, on whom he gene-

roufly bellowed her freedom and a fcttlement be-

fore he quitted her°. Eager to promote his own

enjoyments and thofe of his friends, he was con-

tinually giving feafts and entertainments.

I requefted him one day to fnew me his houfe,

and afterwards drew a plan of it, which 1 fubjoin *.

A long and narrow avenue led dire(5lly to the

apartment of thewomicn, w hich no men are permitted

to enter except near relations, and fuch as are in-^

troduc^d by the hufband. After crofTing a peri-*

ftyls furrounded by three porticos, we arrived at

a large room, where we found Lyfiftrate, to whom
I was prefented by Dinias.

She was employed in embroidering a robe

;

but her attention was flill more engaged by

two Sicilian doves, and a little Maltefe lap-dog

that was playing about her "•. Lyfnlrate was

reckoned one of the handfomefl: women in Athens,

and took no fmall pains to fupport this reputation

n Demofth. in Mid. p. 628.
" Id. in Nfi<?r. p. 88 r.

• Id. pro Phorm. p. 965.
* vSco tlie plan ; and the note at the end «f the volume.

Theuphr. Charadl. cap. 5 et 21.
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by the elegance of her drefs. Her black haif'^

perfumed with effences '', floated in large treflcs

on her fhoulders ; golden trinkets adorntd her

cars ; her neck and arms were oitiamented with

firings of pearls % and her fingers with precious

ftones^ Not fatisfied with h«;r natural complex-

ion, fhe had employed artificial aids, to rival the

bloom of the rofe and the lily ". She was drefied

in a white robe, fuch as are ufually worn by women

of diftinftion ".

At this moment we heard a voice enquiring

whether Lyfiftrate was at home y» Yes, anfwered

a Qave, who immediately entered to announce Eu-

charis, a female friend of Lyfiftrate, who ran to

meet her, tenderly embraced her, fat down by her,-

and never ceafed praifing her on her figure and

adjuftment. How divinely you look ! it is impof-

fible to be better drefied. This ft:ufF is charming,

and becomes you wonderfully. How much did it

coft * ?

As I perceived that this converfation would

not be foon ended, I requefted the permiflion of

' Liucian. Amor. t. ii. p. 44 1.

' Lyf. contr. Eratollh. p. 198. Lacrt. lib. 3, § 42.
» Anacr. od. 20. Xenoph. Menior. lib/ 5, p. 847. Theoplir*

de Lapid. $ 64.

t Arifloph. in Nub. v. 331.
" Lyf, de Caed. Eratollh. p. 8. Athen, lib. 13, cap. 3,

p. 568. Etymol. Magn. in E\|/»ju.. et ia 'Eyx.

^ Arlftoph. in Thefmoph. v. 848. Schol. Ibid.

y Theoer. Idyll. 15, v. i.

* Ariiloph. ill Lyfiil. v, 78. Theoer. ibid. v»34.
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Lyfiftrate to examine the reft of the apartment.

The firft objeft that attrafted my attention was

the toilet. 1 there faw filver bafons and ewers-,

different forts of mirrors -, bodi<,in.s to difentangle

the hair, irons to curl it% fillets of differenc

breadths to bind it, nets to confine it ", yellow-

powder to colour it ^
i bracelets and ear-rings of

various kinds -, boxes containing red and white

paint ; black to tinge the eye-brows ; and every

utcnfil necefiary for cleaning the teeth '^.

I examined all thefe objects with the greateft

attention j Dinias however feemed unable to com-

prehend why they fhould appear novel to a Scy-

thian. He next Ihewed me his own portrait, and

that of his lady "^ ; and, on my appearing aftoniflied

at the elegance of his furniture, told me that, dcfi-

rous to avail himfelf of the induftry and fupetior

ingenuity of foreign workmen, he had procured

his feats to be made in Theffaly ^, his mattreffes ac

Corinth ?, and his pillows at Carthage •*
; and, fee-

ing my furprife increafe, he laughed at my fimpli-

city, and, in vindication of himfelf, added, that

» Lucian. Amor. t. ii. ^ 39 et 4c. Toll. lib. 5, cap, 16,

^95. Not. Vnr. ibid.

*• Homer. Iliad, lib. 2 2, v. 468.
« Hefycli. in 0a^}/^v. Schol. Theocr. in Idyll. 2, v. 88.

^ Lucian. Amor. t. ii. § 39 et 40.
« Theoplir. Charatl. cap. 2.

^ Crit. ap. Athea. lib. I, p. 28, Poll. lib. 10, cap. il,

J 48.

8 Antiph. ap. Athcn. p. 27.
* Hcrniipp. ibid. p. l\i.
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Xenophon appeared in the army with ah Argive

buckler, an Athenian cuirafs, a Boeotian hehnetj

and a horfe from Epidaurns '.

We now proceeded to the apartments of the

men, in the centre of which we found a fmall grafs-

plat^, furrounded by four porticos, the walls of

which were lined with ftucco, and wainfcotted^

Thefe porticos communicated with feveral halls or

chambers, moil of them beautifully decorated.

Tlie elegance of the furniture was heightened by

gold and ivory ™ -, the walls and ceilings " were

ornamented with paintings '^

; the tapeftry of the

doors P, and the carpeting manufactured at Baby-

lon, reprefented Perfians with their fweeping robeSj

vultures and different kinds of birds, and varioua

fantaftic animals ''.

Nor did Dinias difplay lefs luxury at his table

than in his houfe. I fhall give, from my journal,

a defcription of the firlt fupper to which I was in-

vited with my friend Philotas.

The company was to afTemble towards the

i -/Elian. Var. Hift. lib, 3, p. 24. Poll. lib. I, cap. 10, § 149.
•^ Plin. Jun. lib. 7, epill. 27.

1 Vitruv. lib. 6, cap. 10,

*" Bacchyl. ap. Athen. lib. 2, cap. 3, p. 39-
» Plat, de Rep. lib. 7, t. ii. p. 529.
° Andoc. de Alcibiad, part. 2, p. 31. Xenopli. Mem. lib. 5/

p. 844.
P Theophr. Char. cap. :;.

^ Callixen. ap. Athen. lib. 5', cap. 6, p. 197. Hipparch. ap.

eumd. lib. II, cap. 7, p. 477. Ariftoph. in Ran. v. 969.-

Spanh. ibid. p. 312.

feveningy
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Evening, as foon as the iTiade of the gnomon fliould

be twelve feet long ^ We were careful to be

neither too foon nor too late, agreeable to the rules

of Athenian politenefs ^ We found Dinias hur-

rying about and giving his orders. He intro-

duced to us Philonides, one of thofe parafites who
ingratiate themfelves with the rich, to do the ho-

nours of the houfe and furnifli amufement for the

guefts^ Froai time to time we obferved him

fhaking off the dufl that ftuck upon the robe of

Dinias ". A moment after arrived Nicocles the

phyfician, much fatigued : he had a great many

patients, he faid ; bilt their ailments were only

flight colds and coughs, the confequence of the

l-ains that had fallen fince the bes-innino; of au-

tumn*. He was foon followed by I.eon, Zopy-

rus, and Theotimus, three Athenians of diftin6lion

attached to Dinias from love of pleafure. Laft of

all, Demochares made his appearance, uninvited )',

He was a man of wit and agreeable talents, and

met with the moft v/elcome reception from the

whole company.

We paffed into the dining room, where frank-

^ Hefych, in Au^k. Menand. ap. Athen. lib. 6, cap. lo, p. 243.
Cafaub. ibid.

' Schol. Thcocr. in Idyll. 7, v. 24. Plut. Sympof. lib. 8,
qu5Eft. 6, t. ii. p. 726.

' Theopkr. Chaiaft. cnp. 20.

" Id. ibid. cap. 2.

" Hippocr. Aphorifm. fcft. 3, ^ i-^.

y Plat, in Conviv. t. iii. p. 174.

Vok. II. G CT
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incenfe and other odours were burning *. On thd

buffet were difplayed filver and gilt vafcs, fome of

them enriched with precious ftones ^.

Some flaves in waiting now poured water on

our hands '', and placed chaplets on our heads *",

We drew by lot for the king of the banquet**,

whofe office it is to keep the company within

bounds, without checking a proper degree of free-

dom ; to give the fignal for circulating bumpers

;

name the toafts, and fee that all the laws of drink-

ing are obferved *. Chance decided in favour of

Dcmochares.

After the table had been feveral times wiped

with a fpunge % we feated ourfelves around it on

couches ^, with coverlets of purple ^. The bill of

fare of the fupper being brought to Dinias ^, we

Set apart the firft portion of it for the altar of

^ Archeftr. ap. Athen.lib. 3, cap. 21, p. icr.
^ Plat, de Rep. lib. 3, t. ii*. p. 417. Theoplir. Charafl.

cap. 23. Id. de Lapid. § 63. Plut. in Alcib. t. i. p. 193.
'° Athen. lib. 9, cap. i, p. 366. Duport. in Theophr. p. 454.
«^ Archeftr. ap. Atheh. lib. 3, p. loi.
<J Ariftoph. in Plut. v. 973. Laert. lib. 8, § 64. Plut.

Sympof. lib. i, cap. 4, t. ii. p. 620,
* By one of thefe laws a man muft. either drink or leave the

tabl? (Cicer. Tufcul. 5, cap. 4i,t. ii. p. 395). Sometimes the

^company contented themfelves with pouring on the head of the

delinquent the wine he refufed to drink (Laert. lib. 8, ^ 64).
« Homer. Odyff^ lib. 20, v. 151. Martial. Epigr. 142,

lib. 14.
f Xenoph. Memor. lib, 5, p. 842. Ariftjt. de Rep. lib. 7,

cap. ukim. t. ii. p. 448.
z Athen. lib. 2, cap. 9, p. 48.
^ Id. ibid. cap. 10, p. 49.
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Diana*. Each of us had brought his fervant'^i

Dinias was waited on by a negro, one of thofe

-Ethiopian flaves who are purchafed by the rich ac

a great price, to dillinguilh themfelves from other

citizens ^

I lliall not enter into a minute detail of an enter-

tainment which every moment aftbrded us frefli

proofs of the opulence and prodigality of Dinias :

to give a general idea of it will be fufEcient.

We were firft prefented with feveral forts of

ftiell-fifli ; fome as they come out of the fea ; others

roafted on the afhes, or fried in Itovcs ; and moll

of them feafoned with pepper and cumin '". Frefh

eggs were fervTd up at the fame time, both of

common fowls and peahens, the latter of which

are in the higheft cftimation °
; faufages % pigs

feet '', a wild boar's liver % a lamb's head , calves

chitterlings % a fow's belly feafoned with cumin,

vinegar, and filphium "^
•, fmall birds, on which was

poured a very hot fauce compofed of fcraped

» Theophr. Charadl. cap. lO. Duport. Ibid.

'^ Id. ibid. cap. 9.

^ Id. ibid. cap. 21. Cafaub. ibid. Terent. in Eunuch, a^i;. i,'

fcen. 2, Y. 85.
"* Athen. lib. 3, cap. 12, p. 90, v'vc.

^ Triph. ap. Athen. lib. 2, p. jR.

• Ariiloph. in Eqnit. v. 16 r. Henrfc. Stepb. in ATiXZc,

1* Ecphant. ct Pherecr. ap. Athen. lib. 3, cap. 7, p. 96,
s Eubul. ap. Athen. lib. 7, cap. 24, p. 330.
^ Id. ibid.

' Id. ibid. Schol. Arllloph. in Pac. v. 716.
^ Archcltr. ap. Athen. lib. 3, cap. 21, p. 10 r.

G g 2
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chede, oil, vinegar, and filphium - In the fecond

courie we were prefented with whatever was efteemed

moft: exquifite in game, poultry, and particularly

fiih. The third courfe conlifted of iruit.

Among the niukitude of dainties that were fuc-

ceffively placai on the table, each guelfc had the

liberty of chooOng what was tnoH agreeable to the

taftc of his friends, and fending it to them *
: an

attention feldom omitted at ceremonious entertain-

ments.

No fooner had we b^tin fupper, than Demo-
chares taking a cup, flighdy applied at to his lips

and handed it round the table, each of us touching

the liquor in his turn. This firft tafte is con(i-

dered as the iymbo! and bond of friendfhip by

which the gisefts are uniied. Other fuU cups

qinckiy followed this, i^gulat^ by the healths

Demochaies drank, fometimes to one, fometimes

to another ?, and which the perfon drank to im-

modiaDeiy retumed.

Tlic conv^arfadon at taHc was lively, without in-

terruption, or any particiilar object, and infenfibly

led to pleaiantries retpediing the fuppeo of men

of wit and phiioibphers, who lofe momtente fo pre-

cious in puzzling each other with riddles and

AciiliG^sh- is At. v. 553 e£ z^-J'2. 1

I I<i. la Achznu v, lojfi. Tlxeopiir. Chara£i. cap. 17. Ca-

y Hoaser. lltad. lib* 4, v. 3. Ati&oph.. la Lyilil. v. 204.

AtlieM.lib. go, p»43i et 444- Fckk, Aotiq. Hoaisr. lib. 3#

p. 306.

I
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anigmas % or in a methodical dffcuffion of the

mofl obfcure queftions in morals or metaphyfics \
By way of ridiculing this praftice, Demochares

propofed that we fhould difpiay our knowledge in

the choice of the difhes moll agreeable to the pa-

late, the art of ptf-eparing them, and the facility of

procuring them at Athens. As we had deter-

mined to imitate as clofely as pofiible the ban-

quets of the fages, it was agreed that each perfon

prefent fhould fpeak in his turn, and treat his fub-

je6l with the utmoft gravity, without being either

too prolix, or too negligent in his details.

The ceremony was to begin with me; but, as

I was but little acquainted with the fubjedt v/hich

was to be difcufied, I was on the point of making

my excufe, when Demochares begged me to give

the company an idea of the Scythian repafts. I

anfwered in a few words, that their fole food was

honey, and the milk of cows or mares '', to which

they were fo accuftomed from their birth, as not

to (land in need of nurfes ^ ; that they received the

milk in large pails, and churned it a confidcrable

time to feparate the moft delicate part of it from the

reft, an employment which they allotted to fuch

2 Plat, de Rep. lib. 5, t, ii. p. 404. Athen. lib. 10, cap. 15,

p. 448.
" Plat. Conviv. t. lii. p. 172. Xenopli. ibid. p. 872. Plat.

Sept. Sapient. Conviv. t. ii. p. 146.
•» Juftin. lib. 2, cap. 2.

<: Antiph. ap. Athen. lib. 6, cap. 2, p. 226.

Gg 3
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prifoners as the chance of war threw into their

hands '^
•, but I was careful not to add that they

put out the eyes of thefe unhappy men to prevent

them from efcaping.

After other particulars which I fupprefs, Leon
taking up the converfation, faid ? The Athenians

are perpetually reproached with their frugality ^.

Our meais indeed are in general fhorter and lefs

f^mptuous than thofe of the Thebans and fome other

of the Grecian ftates ' ; but we have begun to fol-

low their example, and prefently they will follow

ours. Every day we add new refinements to the

pleafures of the table, and fee our ancient fmipli-

city gradually difappear, with all thofe patriotic

virtues which originated in neceffity, and could

not be the growth of all ages. Let our orators

remind us as often as they pleafe of the battles, of

Marathon and Salamis •, let ftrangers admire the

monuments that decorate this city : Athens poliefles

a more fubftantial advantage, in my eyes, in that

abundance which we enjoy here during the whole

year ; and in that market which daily prefents to

us the choiceft produftions of the iilands and the

continent. I am not afraid to affert it : there is

no country in which it is eafier to find good cheer,

not excepting even Sicily.

'^ Herodot. lib. 4, cap. 2.

« Euhul. ap. Athen. lib. 2, cap. 8, p. 47.
f Diphil. et Pclyb. ap. Athen. lib. 4, p. 17 et 18. Eubul ap.

cumd lib, JO, cap. 4, p. 417.
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We have nothing to wifli for with refpedl t(^

butcher's meat and fowls. Our poultry yards,

cither in town or country, are admirably ftocked

with capons s, pigeons*', ducks', chickens, and

geefe, which we have a particular art of fattening '^.

The feafons, in their fuccefTion, bring us becafi-

cos ^, quails "\ thrufhes ", larks ", red-breads ',

ftock-doves '', turtles '', woodcocks % and franco-

lins ^ The Phafis prefents to us the birds that

are the ornament of its banks, and which may be

ftyled, with ftill more juftice, the ornament of our

tables. They begin to multiply among us in the

pheafant-grounds eftablillied by fome wealthy in-

dividuals ". Our plains are covered with hnres and

t Ariftot, Hirt. Animal, lib. 9, cap. 50, t. i. p. 936.
** Id. ibid. lib. i, cap, I, p. 763. Athen. lib. 9, cap. il,

' Athen. ibid. p. 395. Mnefim. ibid. cap. 15, p. 403.
^ Athen. ibid. cap. 8, p. 384. Varr. de Re Rullic. lib. 3,

cap. 8, \ 9. Ciccr. Acad. lib. z, cap. 18, t. ii. p. 26. Plin.

lib. 10, cap. 50, t. i. p. 571.
' Ariftot. lb. lib. 8, cap. 3, t. i. p. 902. Athen. lib. *,

cap. 24, p. 65. tpicharm. ibid. lib. 9, p. 39S.

" Athen. itid. cap. ip, p. 392.
" Ariftpph. in Pac. v. 1 149. Athen. lib. 2, p. 64.
" Ariftot. ibid. lib. 9, cap. 25, t. i. p. 935.
P Id. ibid. lib. 8, Cap. 3, p. 9Q2. Plin. lib. 10, cap. 9,

^ Ariftot. ibid. Athen. lib. 9, p. 393.
r Ariftot. ibid. Athen. ibid. p. 394.
» Ariftot. ibid. cap. 26, p. 936.
» Ariftoph. et Alexand. apqd Athen. lib. 9, p. 387, Phocnic.

ap. eumd. lib. 14, cap. 18, p. 652. Ariftot. ibid. lib. 9, cap. 49,

P-955-
" Ariftoph. in Nub. v. icg. Schol. ibid. Aiiftot. lib, 6,

pp. 2, t. i. p. 859. Philox. ap. Athen. lib. 4, cap. 2, p. 1^1%

P g 4
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partridges ^

; our hills with thyme, rofemary, and

other herbs fit to give a flavour and perfume to

our rabbits. The adjacent forefts furnifli us with

wild boars and their young ones y ; and from the

ifle of Melos we have the beft roebucks in

Greece *.

The fea too, faid Zopyrus, taking up the dif-

courfe, attentive to remit the tribute due to her

mailers, enriches our tables with delicate fifli ^.

We have the lamprey^, the dorado*^, the weever*^,

the xiphias * % the pagrus ^, the fnad ^, and tunnies

in abundance^.

Nothing is comparable to the conger-eel we pro-

cure from Sicyon ', the glaucus taken at Megara '^^

^ Athen. lib. 9, p. 388. Wheler's Journey, Sec, book 5,

P-3S2.
y Xenoph. de Venat. p. 991. Miiefira. ap. Athen. lib. 9j

cap. 15, p- 403. Spon, t, ii. p. 56.
'^ Athen. lib. i, cap. 4, p. 4.

^ Spon, ibid. p. 147. Whel.ibid.
^ Ariftot. Hifl. Animal, lib. 8, cap. 13, p. 909. Theophr.

ap. Athen. lib. 7, cap. 18, p. 312.
= Epich. et Archeftr. ap. Athen. lib. 7, cap. 24, p. 328.

Aldrov. de Fife. lib. 2, cap. 15, p. 169. Gefn. de Pifc. p. 128.
<i Mnefim. ap. Athen. hb. 9, cap. 15, p. 403. Aldrov. ib.

lib. 2, p. 255.
e Athen. lib. 7, cap. 7, p. 282. Aldrov. ibid. lib. 3, p. 330.
* This is the iifh known in France by the name of the (/j>a-

clon ; in Italy by that of \.ht pcfce fpada (Anglicl the fword fifli).

f Athen. lib. 7, cap. 22, p. 327. Aldrov. lib. 2, p. 149.

Gefn. ibid, p 773.
g Arillot. lib. 9, cap. 37, t. i. p. 941. Gefner. ibid. p. 21.

Aldrov. p. 499.
^ Gef)i. ibid. p. 1 147.
i Eudox. ct Philcm. ap. Athen. lib. 7, cap. ic, p. 2S8.

Aldrpv. p. 348. Gefner. de Pifc, p. 345.
'^^ Archeilr. ap. Athen. lib. 7, p. 295.
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the turbot, the mackerel, the foles, the mullets

and rochets that frequent our coafls ^ The pil-

chards taken in other countries are the food of

the common people -, thofe we catch in the vici-

nity of Phalerum are worthy of the table of the

gods, efpecially when left to fteep only for a mo-

ment in boiling oil "\

The vulgar, dazzled by a name, imagine that

every part of what is reputed a delicacy is equally

delicate : but we, who analyze m^erit more mi-

nutely, prefer the fore part of the glaucus, the

head of the barbel and the conger, the breaft of

the tunny, and the back of the fcate ", and leave

the reft to lefs difficult taftes.

To the abundant fupplies of the fea, let us add

thofe of the lakes of Boeotia. Are not frefli eels,

equally remarkable for their delicacy and fize,

brought us every day from lake Copais ° ? Nor

ought we to forget, in this enumeration of our

riches, that aftoniftiing quantity of falt-fifh which

we receive from the Hellefpont, Byzantium, and

the coafts of the Euxine.

Leon and Zopyrus, faid Philotas, have treated

' Lync. Sam. ibid. p. 285 et 330. Archeftr. ibid. p. 288.
Cratin. et Nauficr. ibid. p. 3:: 5.

f" Athen. lib. 7, cap. S, p. 285^. Aldrov. de Fife. lib. 2,

p. 212. Gefn. ibid. p. 73 ; ct alii.

" Plat. ap. Athcn. lib. 7, p. 279, Antiphan. ibid. p. 295.
Eriph. ibid. p. 302.

" Ariftoph. in Pac. v. 1004. Id. in Lyfiftr. v. 36. Schol.

ibid, Athen. lib. 7, p. 297.
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of thofe ciiflies v/hlch form the bafis of an enter-i

tainment. Thofe of the firft and third courfe

would require more profound erudition than I can

pretend to pofTefs, but Vy'ould furnifh no lefs con-

vincing proofs of the advantages of our climate.

Lobitcrs and craw-fifh ^ are as common with us

as mufcles, oyiters '', urchins or fea hedge-hogs ^j

the litter are fometimes drefied with oxymel,

parilty, and mint ^ They are delicious when

caught at the full of the moon \ and by no means

deferve the ill name given them by a Laced;Emo-

nian, who, never having feen this kind of Ihell-

fifli, put one of them into his mouth, and fwal-

lowed it with all its briftly points ".

I fhall fay nothing of the mulhrooms, the afpa-

ragus % the various fpecies of cucumbers y, and that

infinite variety of vegetables which are brought

frefh to market every day j but I cannot omit ob-

fcrving that the fruit of our gardens has a moft

cxquifite flavour ^. The fuperiority of our figs is

univerfally admitted ^
: when frefli gathered, they

P Ariftot. Hill. Animal, lib. 4, cap. 2, p. 815. Athen,
L*b. 3, cap. 23, p. 104 et 105. Gcfn. dc Loc. et de Aftac. &c.

9 Athen. ibid. p. 90. Archellr. ibid. p. 92.
'^ Ariilot. Hilt. Animal, lib. 4, cap. 5, p. 822. Matron, ap.

Athen. Hb. 4, cap. 5, p. 13^;:.

* Athen. ibid. p. 91,
» Id. ibid. p. 88.

" Demetr. Sccpt. ap. Athen. p. 91.
^ Athen. p. 60, 62, &c.
y id. p. 67.
» Ariftot. Probl. feft. 20, t. ii. p. 774,
» Athen. lib. 14, p. 652.

1
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are the favourite delicacy of the inhabitants of

Attica; and when carefully dried, are exported

to diftant countries, and find their way even to the

table of the king of Perfia^. Our pickled olives

excite the appetite. Thofe we call colymbades *

are more efleemed for their fize and flavour than

the olives of other countries * ; nor are the grapes,

known by the name of Nicoflratian, in lefs repute ^.

The art of grafting'^ bellows on our pears, and

fruit in general, qualities which nature had refufed

them ^ Eubosa furnifhes us with excellent apples s
;

Phoenicia with dates ^
; Corinth with quinres, as

delicious to the tafte as they arc beautiful to the

eye'; and Naxos with that kind of almonds

which are in high eftimation through all Greece ^.

The turn of the parafite being now come, we

all redoubled our attention, and he began his ha-

rangue as follows :

The bread ferved at our tables, nay even that

expofed to fale in the market, is of a dazzling

^ Dinon. ap. eumd. ibid.

* The modern Greeks of Athens ftill call them by tlic fame

name ; and the Grand Signior has them all monopoli/-cd for his

own table. Spon, Voyag. t. ii. p. 147.

= Athen. lib. 4, cap. 4, p. 133.

«> Id. lib. 14, cap. 19, p. 654-
e Ariftot. de Plant, lib. I, cap, 6, t. ii. p. 1016.

f Athen. ibid. p. 6s 3.

2 Hermipp. ap. Athen. lib. i, cap, 2 !, p. 27.

h Id. ibid. p. 28. Antiphan. ibid. p. 47,
» Athen. lib. 3, p. 82.

^ Id. p, 52.
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whitcnefs, and an adjnirable flavour ^ The zt%

of preparing ic was brought to peri^dJon in Sicily,

in the laft century, by Thearion *=
: it has been

preferved among us in all its purity, and has con-

tributed not a little to the progrefs of paftry. We
are at prefent in pofleffion of 2 thoufand methods

of converting every fort of 5our into a wholcfomc

and agreeabk nutriment. If a little milk, oil, and

lalt be mixed with the flour of wheat, you will

have the materials for thole delicate loaves for

which we are indebted to the Cappadocians '^,

Knead the dough with a little honey, and roll it

into thin fheets, which will run up on approaching

a quick fire, and you will produce thele bifcuits

that have been juft handed to us, and which you

liave dipped in wine * ; but they muft be ferved

wp burning hot". Thefe fweet and light cakes,

which have been fince prefented to us', are made

in a ftove v^ith the flour of fefama, hojiey, and

cil f. Take fome peeled barley ; pound it in a

mortar, and put the flour in a velTel ; pour oil on

it ', keep ftirring this mixtul-e whilil it heats gently

on the fire ; feed it now and then with pullet, kid,

or lamb gravy, taking fpecial care not to let it

^ Archeftr. et Aatiphan. ap; Athen. lib. 3, p. i !2.

"" Plat, in Gorg. t. i. p. 518.
» Athtn. lib. 3, cap. 28, p. 113.
* Thcfe were a fort of wafers. Cafaub. in Athen. p. 131.

" Antidot. ap, Athen. lib. 3, cap. 25, p. I09.

f Athen. lib. 14, cap. 14, p. 646.
-j- A kind of fritters.
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Iboil over ; and when flewed to the exa<5l: point of

perfedion, ferve it up *. We have cakes made

fimply of milk 'and honey •, others in which the

Hour of fefama and a little che^jfe or oil is added

to the honey ^ We have tarts too inade with dif-

ferent forts of fruit ^ Hare pallies are of the fame

3iaDjre% as well as the pies made of becafgos, and

thofe little birds that fly about the vineyards *.

Philonides, a& he pronounced thefe words, toot

pojieffion of a tart made of raifins and almonds y^

which was jufl: brought in, and would proceed no

farther in his oration.

We did not continue long in fufpenfe, for

Theotimus immediately cook up the converfation.

Many authors, faid he, have written on the culinary

art, that firft of all arts, fince it is that which

procures us the moil frequent and moil durable

enjoyments. Such were Mithrecus, who has given

us the Sicilian Cook * ; Numenius of Heraclea,

Hegemon of Thafos, Philoxenus of Leucas *, Ad^
tides of Chios, Tyndaricus of Sicyon ^, and many

others I could mention, for I have all their works
' —*—

— —

•—-———————^..^.^——^
s Athen. lib. i, cap. 36, p. 126. Cafaub. in Allien, p. 151,
^ EupoL ap. AthcQ. lib. 14, cap. 14, p. 646.
* Atlien. ibid.

t Id ibid. 648. Poll \ihi 6, cap. il, \ 78.
» TelecL ap. Athcn. ibid. p. 647 et 648.
* Poll. lib. 6, cap. 1 1, ^ 78.

7 Id. ibid.

^ Plat, in Gorg. t. L p. 5 18.

* Ath«n. lib. I, cap. 5, p. 5-
* Id. lib. 14, cap. 23, p. 662, Poll lib, 6, cap. lo, § yu
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in my library ; but I prefer the Gaftronomla o£

Archeftratus to them all. This author, who was

the friend of one of the fons of Pericles '^^ had tra-

velled through various countries, to inform himfelf

accurately of all their choiceft produftions ^. During

his travels his objeft was not to become acquainted

with the manners of different nations, a knowledge

of no fort of utility, fmce it is impoflible to change

them ; but to procure admiflion into thofe labora-

tories, in which the luxuries of the table are pre-

pared, and to converfe with thofe perfons only

who might contribute to his enjoyments. His

poem is a treafure of information j not a verfe in it

but what contains a precept.

This work is, as I may fay, the code in which

feveral cooks have ftudied the principles of an art

that has rendered them immortal % an art long

fmce brought to perfeftion in Sicily and Elis ^,

and which Thimbron, among us, has carried to

the fummit of its glory s. I am aware that the

perfons who exercife it have often, by their preten-

fions, defervedly been ridiculed on theftage'^; but

without the enthufiafm, they never would have

poffeffcd the genius of their profeffion.

'^ Athen. lib. 5, cap. 20, p. 220.
«l Id. lib. 7, cap. J, p. 278.
* Id. ibid. p. 293.
' Id. lib. 14, p. 661.
z Id. lib. 7, p. 293.
^ Damoxen. ap. Athen. lib. 3, cap. 21, p. loi. Philem. Ibid.

lib. 7, cap. io, p. z88. Hegefand. ibid. p. 2(^0.
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My own cook, whom I have lately fenc for

from Syracufe, aftonilhed me the other day with

an enumeration of the qualifications and ftudy re-

quifite for his employment. After telling me, by

the way, that Cadmus, the grandfire of Bacchus,

and founder of Thebes, was originally a cook to

the king of Sidon '; Do you know, added he, that

properly to difcharge the office I hold, it is not

enough to pofTcfs fenfes exquifitely refined, and a

conftimtion proof againft every attack '^j but that

it is neccflary to combine the greateft abilities with

the mod extenfive information'. I do not employ

myfelf in any of the vile funflions of your kit-

chen ; I never appear there but to direct the action

of the fire, and to obferve tlie effect of my ope-

rations. Seated in general, in an adjacent cham-

ber, I iffue orders to be executed by fubordinate

artifts "". I meditate on the productions of nature :

fometimes I leave them in their fimplicity ; fome-

times I difguife or mix them, as new proportions

which appear beft calculated to gratify your palate

may occur to me. Am I, for inftance, to give

you a fucking pig, or a large piece of beef ; I

content myfelf with boiling them ". Do you

wilh for an excellent hare ; if young, it requires

• Evemer. ibid. lib. 14, cap. 22, p. 658.
•' Pofcid. ibic!. lib. ca, p. 661.
' Damox. ibid. cap. 22, p. IC2.

™ Id. ap. Athen. lib. 7, cap. 22, p. 102.

" Athen. lib. 2, p. 6^ j lib. 9, cap. 14, p. 375.
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no recommendation but its intrinfic merit to appear

before you with approbation : I put it on the

fpit, and ferve it up to you all bleeding". But it

is the refinement of combination which difplays

my fcience in all its luftre.

The principal agents I make ufe of are fait,

pepper, oil, vinegar, and honey •, and of thefe, bet-

ter than Attica affords cannot be found in any

country. Your oil is excellent p, as well as your

vinegar of Decelia ^
; your honey of Mount Hy-

mettus deferves the preference even to that of

Sicily itfelf. Befides thefe ingredients, in ragouts %

we emplgy eggs, cheefe, dried raifms, filphium *,

parfley, fefama, cumin, capers, creffes, fennel,

mint, coriander, carrots, garlic, onions -, and vari-

ous aromatic plants much in ufe among us, fuch

as the origanum -[-, and the exquifite thyme of

Mount Hymettus \ Thefe, if I may fo fpeak, are

powers at the difpofal of an artift, but which he

Ihould never lavilh. If a fifh, the flefh of which

is firm, be fent to me to drefs, I take care to give

it a fprinkling of fcraped cheefe, and to moiflen it

° Archeftr. ap. Athen. lib. 9, cap. 14, p. 319.
P Spon, t. ii. p. 146.

1 Athen. lib. 2, cap. 26, p. 67.
^ Antiphan. ap. Athen. lib. 3, cap. 2, p. 74. Spon, ibid,

p. 130.
^ Athen. lib. 2, cap. 26, p. 68. Poll. lib. 6, cap. 10, § 66.
* A plant but little known, but made great ufe of by the

ancients in their repafts.

-j- A fort of wild marjoram.
' Antiph.ap. Athen. lib. i, p. 2%.

with
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Vinesar 1 but if it be of a more delicate kind, I

only throw a little fait over it and a few drops of

oil "; or, by way of change, after garnilliing it

with origanum leaveSj I wrap it up in a fig Icafj and

broil it under the afhes ^.

A good cook will not multiply mixtures and

expedients, except in fauces or ragouts •, of which

we have various forts, fome fliarp and others fweet.

The fauce that may be ferved with all boiled or

roafted filliy, is compofed of vinegar, fcraped

cheefe, and garlic, to v/hich may be added a few

leeks and onions cut fmall *. When you wifli to

have it not fo flrong, it may be mixed up with oil,

the yolks of eggs, leeks, garlic, and cheefe ^
: if

you defire it Hill milder, honey, dates, cumin,

and other ingredients of the fame nature, may be

ufed ''. But mixtures of this fort mufl: not be left

to the caprice of every ignorant pretender.

The fame may be faid of ftuffings introduced

into the belly of a fifli. Every cook knows that

the fifli muft be opened, and that after taking out

the bones, it fliould be filled with filphium, cheefe,

fait, and origanum "=
j he knows likev/ife that a pig

" Archellr. ap. Athen. lib. 7, cap. 20, p. 321.
^ Id. ibid. cap. 5, p. 27G.

y Aiuin. ap. Athcn. lib. 7, p. 2S2.
^ Schol. Arilloph. in Vefp. V. 62. Dalccli. Not. in Athen,

p. 747 tt 750.
» Schol. Ariftoph. in Equit. v. 768.
* Hefych. in 'Ytc-ot^^^i.

• Alex. ap. Athen. lib. 7, p. ^22.

Vol. II. H h
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may be ftiiffed with thrufhcs, becafigos, yolks cf

eggs, oyfters, and different kinds of ihell-fifh **. Bur,

believe me, there is no end to the variety of thefe

mixtures, and nothing fhort of very long and pro-

found refcarches will fuffice to render them equally

agreeable to the palate, and conducive to health ; for

my art is allied to all the fciences *, but more im-

mediately to medicine. Muil I not be fuppofed to

know the herbs which, in each feafon, have the

moft juice and virtue ? Shall I venture vo bring to

your table in fummer, a fifn that fliould only make

its appearance there in winter ? Are not certain

aliments more eafy of digeftion at certain times ; and

is it not from the pr^^ference we give to fome of thefe

over others that the greatefl part of the maladies to

which we are fubject proceed ^ ?

At thefe words, Nicocles the phyfician, who had

hitherto continued to eatfilently and indifcriminately

every thing that came in his way, eagerly exclaim-

ed : Your cook proceeds on true principles. No-

thing is fo effential as the choice of aliments, no-

thing requires more attention. This fliould be re-

gulated, in the firft place, by the nature of the

Athen. lib. 4, p. 129.
* The reader may compare tlie lanj^uage which the Greek co-

mic writers put into the mouths of the cooks of tlicirtime, with

that Montaigne j^ives us, in a few words, of the Mahre d''Heul

©f Cardinal Cara.ffe, 11 v. i, chap. 51.

* Nkom. ap. Athen. lib. 7, chap. 11, p. 291,

6
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tlimate, by the variations of the air and feafons,

by the differences of age and conftitution^, and

next by the more or lefs nutritive qualities peculiar

to the various kinds of meat, fifh, vegetables, and

fruit. The flcfli of beef, for inftance, is hard, and

difficult to digeft •, that of veal is lefs fo : in like

manner, the flelli of lamb is lighter than that of

mutton, and kid than that of goat *. Pork, as well

as wild boar, is defecatory ; but it ftrengthens, and

pafles eafily. Sucking pig is heavy. The flcfli of

hare is dry and aftringent ^. In general, the flefli of

wild animals is lefs fucculent than that of domcftic

ones J that of animals which feed on fruit, than that

of thofe which live on herbs ; that of males than that

of females ; that of black than that of white ; and

that of crinigerous than that of fmooth animals :

fuch is thedotflrine of Hippocrates*.

All liquors, in like manner, have their proper-

ties. Wine is dry and heating, and has fomething

purgative in its nature'': fwcet wines fly to the

head ^ ; the red are nourifhing, the white aperitive ;

clarets dry and favourable to digeftion "\ Hip-

pocrates tells us, that new wines are more laxative

' Hippocr. de Diset. lib. 3, cap. i, &c. t. i. p. z^t,

i Id. lib. 2, p. 219, § 15.
*i Id. ibid. p. 220.
' Id. ibid. p. 222,^ 20.

^ Id. lib. 3, p. 223, § 22.

' Diocl. et Praxag. ap. Athcn. lib. I, p. 32,

5 jMnefith. ap, Atlien. ibid.

H h2
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than old, as they approach nearer to the natufe of

muft " ; aromatics are more nutritive than others " j

your red mellow wints

Nicocles was continuing his diflertation ; but

Dinias, fuddenly interrupting h'm, exclaimed, I pay

no attention to fuch diftinftions ; but I banifh from

my table the wines of Zacynthus and of Leucas,

becaufe I believe them to be unwholefome, on ac-

count of the plafter that is mixed with them p. I

do not like that of Corinth, for it is harfh * ; nor

that of Icaria, becaufe, in addition to this fault, it

is heady '^

: I efteem the old wine of Corcyra, which

is exceedingly pleafant^ •, and the white wine of

Mende, remarkable for its delicacy ^ Archilochus

compared that of Naxos to neftar "
: but I Ihould

compare the wine of Thafos to that divine liquor *.

I prefer it to every kind of wine except that of

Chios, when of the firft quality j for there are three

forts of it y.

In Greece we are fond of fweet and odoriferous

Hippocr. de DIaet. p. 224.
• Id. ibid. p. 223.
V Athcn. lib. I, cap. 25, p. 33. Euftath. in Homer. OdyflV

lib. 7,t. iii. p. 1573, lin.25.

1 Alex. ap. Athen. lib, 1, p. 30.

r Id. ibid.

^ Id. ibid. p. 33.
« Id. ibid. p. 29.
*" Id. ibid. p. 3c.
X Ariftoph. in Plut. v. 102 2. Schol. ibid. Id. in Lyfrdr.

V. 196. Spanh. in Ariftoph. Plut. v. 545. Plin. lib. 34, cap. 7^

P-7I7- ...
y Athen. lib. i, p. 32. Hevmipp. ibid. p. 29,
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wines *. In fome places they fweeten them by

putting flour kneaded with honey into the calk •

;

and almoft every where origanum", aromatics,

fruits, and flowers are infufed in them. My plea-

fure is, on opening one of my barrels, to have the

odour of violets and rofes inftantly exhale and fill

my cellar *^
-, not that I would wifh to have one fenfe

too much gratified at the expence of another. The

wine of Byblos, iii Phoenicia, furprifes at firfl by

the ilrength of the perfumes with which it is im-

pregnated : I have a good {lock of it ; yet I hold

it greatly inferior to that of Lefbos, which, though

lefs highly fcented, is infinitely more grateful to the

palate**. Do you wifh for an agreeable and whole-

fome beverage ? mix your fragrant and rich wines

v/ith thofc of an oppofite quality. Such is the mix-

ture of the wine of Erythrasa with that of Hera-

clea ^

Sea water mixed with wine isfaidto aid digcftion,

and prevent the v. ine from flying to the head; but

it mufl: not be too predominant, which is the fault

of the Rhodian wines ; a fault which is avoided in

thofe of Cos ^. I believe one meafi.ire of lea water

^ Athen. lib. i, p. 3?.
* Theophr. ap. Allien, p. 32.
*» Arittot. Problem, fedt. 20, t. li, p. 776. Spanh. in Plut.

Ai"iftophan, v. 809.
' licimip. ap. Allien, lib. i, p. 29.
^ Archeftr. ap. Atlicn. lib. i, p. 29,
e TlicDnlir. ap. Athen. p. 32.
f Atheii. ibid,

Hh3
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is fulHcient for fifty of wine, efpecially if, in pre-

paring it, the new methods are adopted in prefer-

ence to the old s.

Learned refearches have taught us to mix our

liquors' with exactnefs. The ufuai proportion of

wine wiih water is as two to five, or as one to

three'' ; but with our friends we choofe rather to

reverfe this proportion, and towards the end of the

entertainment to foro:et all thefe auftere rules.

Solon prohibited the ufe of pure wine. Of all

his laws this is perhaps the moft religioufly cbferv-

ed ; thanks to the perfidy of our merchants, who

weaken this precious liquor '. As for m-yfelf, I

import my own wine ; and you may rely upon it,

that the law of Solon will be uniformly violated

during the whole of this entertainment.

As he ended thefe words, Dinias lent for feveral

bottles which had been kept ten years, and which

were foon followed by others ftill older ''.

We now drank about almoft without interrup-

tion. Demochares, after giving feveral toafts, took

up a lyre, and, whilft he was tuning it, entertained

us with an account of the cuftom of intermixing

fongs with the pieafures of the table. Formerly,

faid he, all the guefts fang together, and in uni-

K Phan. Eref. ap. Athcn. p. 31.
^ Hefiod. Oper. v. 596. Athen.lib. 10, p. 426 et 430.

Ca^iiib. in Athen. lib. 10, cap. 7, p. 454. Spanh. in Plut,

Ari loph. V. 1 133.
• Alex. ap. Athen. lib. 10, cap. 8, p. 431,

Ij Athen. lib. X 3 , p.jd^. ct _585.
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fon '
; but afterwards it became the ellabliflied rule

for each perfon to fin -, in his turn™, holding a

branch of myrtle or laurel in hi;, hand. The mirth

was Icfs tumultuous indeed, but ceafed to be lb

lively ; and it was R;ill further reftramed, when the

lyre was introduced to accompany the voice ', for

then feveral of the guefts were abfolutely reduced

to filence. Themiftocles was formerly reproached,

with juftice, for having neglefted to acquire Ikill

m this pleafing art •, in our time Epaminondas has

been much commended for having cultivated it".

But wlien too great a value is fet on Tuch accom-

plilhments, they become a ftudy ; the art attains

perfection at the expence of pleafure and hilarity,

and fuccefs is only attended with a Imile.

Convivial longs at firll contained only exprciTiOns

of gratitude, or leiTons of wiidom. We then cele-

brated in tiiem, as we do Hill, the gods, heroes, and

citizens who had benefited their country. To lub-

je«5ls of fo grave a nature, in prccefs of time, were

added the praifcs of wine ; and poetry, e iiployed

to depiift its pleafing elieds in the moil lively co-

lours, painted at the fame time that confulion of

ideas, thole tua^iultuous emotions which we expe-

' Mem. dc I'Acad. des Btll. Lcttr. t. ix. p. ^24.
^ Atheii. lib. 1 5, cap. 14, p. 694. Dicaearcli. ap. Schol.

Ariltoph. in Ran. v. I3'^7.

" Pint. Syinpor. l!h. i, quaeft. i, t. il. p. 6t^.

• Cicer. Twfcul. lib. i, cap. 2, t. ii. p. 234,

H h 4
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rience with our friends at the fight of the liquor

fparkling in the cups. Hence all thofe Bacchana-

lian longs, interfperfed with maxims, fometimes

relative to happinefs and virtue, and fometimes to

love and friendfliip. For it is to theie two fenti-

ments that the foul delights continually to recur,

when overpowered with an excefs of joy.

Several poets have exercifed their genius in this

fpecies of compofition, and fome of them with dif-

tinguilhed fuccefs. Alcgeus and Anacreon have

given it celebrity. It requires no efforts, for in its na-

ture it is an enemy to artifice. Magnificence of ex-

prefiion and ideas may with propriety be employed

to exalt gods and heroes -, but it is the exclufive

province of enthufiafm and the graces to paint fenti-

ment and pleafure.

Let us refign ourfelves then, added Demochares,

to the tranfports infpired by this happy moment •, let

us fing all together, or by turns, holding in our

hands branches of laurel or of myrtle ^.

We inftantly obeyed his command, and, after

various fongs fui table to the occafion, fung in full

chorus that -of Harmodius and Ariftogiton "^ *.

Demochares accompanied us at intervals ; but,

feized with a new enthufiafm, he fuddenly ex-

p Schol. Arlftoph. in Nub. v. 1367. Id. in Vefp. v. 12 17.
^ Athen. lib. 15, cap. 15, p. 695.
* It was frequently fung at entertainments. I have already givea

it ill Note IV. of the Introdudlion.
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claimed : My difobedient lyre rejefts fuch noble

themes, and refcrves all its notes for the fongfler

of wine and love. How do its firings vibrate at

the very name of Anacreon, and fend forth more

harmonious founds ! O my friends ! let the wine

circulate in deep bov/ls ;
join your voices to mine,

and aid me to vary the modulations.

Let us drink, let us fmg Bacchus : he delights

in our dances, he takes pleafure in our fongs j he

triumphs over envy, hatred, and chagrin ^ ; the

feducing graces % and the enchanting loves, owe to

him their birth. Let us love, let us drink, let us

fmg Bacchus.

The future does not yet ejiifl ; the prefent is fopq

no more ; life is only the moment we enjoy ^ Let

US love, let us drink, let us fmg Bacchus.

Wife in our follies " , rich in our pleafures, let

ns trample under foot the earth and its vain gran-

deur ''•j and, in that delicious intoxication with

which thefe glorious moments infpire our fouls, let

us drink, let us fmg Bacchus.

We now ^eard a great noife at the gate, and

Callicles, Nicoftratus, and other young men mads
their appearance, bringing with them fome dancing

girls, and female performers on the flute, with whom

^ Anacreon. od. 26, 39, 42, Sec.

* Id. od. 41. Mem. de I'Acad. des Bell. Lettr. t. Hi. p. ii.
» Id. od. 4, 15,24, &Q,
» Id. od. 48.
^ Id. od. 26.
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they had fupped y. Moft of the company immedi-

ately rofe from table, and began to dance -, for the

Athenians are fo paffionately fond ot th-s exercife,

that they confider it as a want of politenels not to join

in it whenever circumflances require ''. Several re-

liflies for the purpofe of ftimulating the appetire

were brought in at the fame time •, fuch as cerco-

pes * and grafshoppers % illced radifhcs pickled in

vinegar and muftard •*, roafted vetches •=, and olives

taken frelli out of the pickle ^.

This new fervice, accompanied w'th a fredi

ftock of wine, and larger goblets tlian we had

hitherto made ufe of % feemed the prelude to ex-

cefles which v/ere fortunately interrupted by an un-

expected fcene. On the arrival of Calliclcs, Theo-

timu.'i had ftept out of the roon, and now returned,

followed by fom.e of thofe jugglers and buffoons

who amufe the populace by their deceptions in the

ilreers and markets oi' the ciry ^.

Tlie table v/as foon after cleared. We made

y Plat, in Conv. t. iii. p. 2(2. Id. in Protag. t. i. p. 347.
^ Alexis, ap. Athen. lib. 4, cap. 4, p. 1 34. Theophr. Cha-

raft. cap. 15.
* A little animal refcmblitig a grafshopper. Atlien. p. 133,
2 Ai-illoph. ap. nthen. lib. 4, p, 133.
*> Athcn. ibid. Arlftot. Hift. Animal, lib. 5, cap. 30, t. i.

p. 856.
<^ Schol. AriRoph. in Ecclef. v. 45,

, '* Athcn. ibid. p. 133.

Diog. Laert. lib. i, § IC4. Calau h. in Theophr. cap. 4,

p. .^9-

f Mat. de Leg. lib. 2, t. u. p. 63 8. Athen. hb. 4> cap. I3

p. 125.
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libations in honour of the good genius and Jupiter

Saviour S; and, afrer wafhing our hands in per-

fumed water'', our (leight-of-hand men began their

tricks. One placed a certain number of fliells, or

little balls, under dice boxes, which he caufed to

vanifh or appear at his command, wiih fuch dexte-

rity as to eicape the eye '. Another wrote or read,

at the fame time whirling round with the utmoft

rapidity ''. Some there were who vomited flames

from their mouths, or walked with their heads

downwards upon their hands, imitating the mo-

tions of dancers with their feet ^ A woman appear-

ed holding twelve brals hoops in her hand, with

feveral little rings of the fame metal llrung on their

circumference, and while fhe danced, fucceflively

threw into the air and catched the twelve hoops '".

Another ruflied into the midft of feveral naked

fvvords". Thefe tricks, fome of which intercfted

without pleaflng me, were almofl all performed to

the found of the flute. To fucceed in them, it is ne-

cefury to unite a graceful neatnefs to a precifion of

motion.

g Ariftopli. in Av. v. 12 12. Scliol, ejufd. in Pac. v. 299.
^ Athcn. lib. 9, cap. 1 8, p. 409,
' Cafaub. in Athen. lib. 1, cap. 15 ; lib. 4, cap. I.

^ Xcnuph. in Conv. p. 893.
' Herodot. lib. 6, cap. 129.
•" Xcnoph. in Couviv. p. 876. Caylus, Recueil d'Antlquit.

t. i. p. 202.
» Xcnoph. ibid. Atlien. lib. 4, p. 1 29. Paciaud. dc Athlct.

K:f«r. ^5, p. 1 3.





.&!

NOTES.
CHAP. I. Page 6.

On the Privileges mutually granted to each other

by Leucon and the Athenians.

1 HAT thefe privileges might be known to allperfoni

engaged in commerce, they v/ere engraved on three co"

lumns, the firft of which was placed in the Pirreus ; the

feconJ, at the Bofphorus of Thrace ; and the third, at the

Cimmerian Bofphorus ; that is to fay, at the beginning, in

the middle, and at the termination of the courfe purfued by

the trading veflels (<?).

CHAP. III. Page 64.

On Sappho.

J. HE part of the Parian Chronicle which mentions

Sappho, is almofl: entirely obliterated on the marble [b) ;

but we read very diftindly that (lie fled, and embarked for

Sicily. It was not therefore to follow Phaon, as it is pre-

(tf) Demofth. adv. Leptin. p. ^i^f>,

{b'j Marinor. Own. CjKich. 37.
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tended, that flie went to that ifland. It is probable that AU
C3BUS engaged her in the confpiracy againft Pittacus, and

that ftie was baniflied from Mitylene at the fame time with

him and his partifans.

SAME CHAP. Pace 6^,

On the Ode of Sappho.

Heureux celui qui pres de tol foupire.

Qui fur lul feul attire ces beaux yeux,

Ces doux accens et ce tendre fourire !

II eft egal aux dieux.

De veine en veine une fubtile flame

Court dans mon fein, fitot que je te vois ;

Et dans le trouble ou s'egare raon ame,

Je demeure fans voix.
'

Je n'entends plus ; un voile eft fur ma vue

:

Je reve, et tombe en de douces langueurs ;

Et fans haleine, interdite, eperdue,

Je tremble, je me meurs.

O^ reading this free tranllation, for which I am indebted

to the friendfliip of the abbe Delille, it will eafily be per-

ceived, that he has thought proper to avail himfelf of that

of Boileau, and that his fole object was to give fome idea

of the fpecies of meafure invented, or at leaft frequently

employed by Sappho. In the greater part of her works,

each ftrophe was compofed of hendecafyllabic verfes, that

is, verfes of eleven fyilables, and clofed by a verfe of five

fyllables.
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CHAP. V. Pace 82.

On Epaminondas.

ClEARCHUS of Solus, cited by Athenaeus (r),

relates a fa6t capable of rendering the purity of the morals

of Fpaminondas fufpe^ced : but this fa«EV, which is only

obfcurely hinted, would contradidl: the united teftimony of

all antiquity, and can by no means be reconciled with the

rigid principles from which this great man never deviated,

even in the moft critical circumftances.

C H A P. IX. Page 163.

On the time of cclebratins: the greater fcftivals of

Bacchus.

IT is prv fumed that the greater Dionyfia, or Dionyfia of

the city, began on the i2th of the month Elaphebolion {^).

In the 2d year of the ic^th Olympiad, the year in queftion,

the 1 2th of the month Elaphebolion fell on the 8th of April

of the Julian proleptic year 362.

CHAP. XII. Page 201.

On the Plan of Athens.

I T HOUGH T it not improper to lay before the reader

the (ketch of a plan of Athens, relatively to the time in

(f) Athen. lib. 13, cap. 6, p. .-90.
<-, r r- n.

(J) D.idwel. de Cycl. p. 2^%. U. Ann, Thucyd, 165. Coifia. Fa^.

Attic, t. ii. p. 3i6et38j.
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which I Tuppofe Anacharfis to have travelled. It is ex-

tremely imperfe6t, and I am very far from being able to

warrant its exaulaefs.

After comparing what ancient authors have faid refpe£ling

the topography of this city, with what modern travellers

have imagined they difcovered in its ruins, I have only at-

tempted to afcertain, as accurately as I v.as able, the por-

tion of fome remarkable places and edifices. To accom-

plife this, it was firft necelFary to determine in what quar-

ter the forum, called the agora^ that is to fay market, b^

the Greeks, was fituated.

In all the Grecian cities, there was a principal place, or

fquare, decorated with ftatues^ altars, temples, and other

public edifices, furroimded by (hops, and filled at certain

hours of the day v/ith the provifions necefl'ary for the fub-

.fiflence of the people. The inhabitants reforted thithex"

every i^.z.y. The twenty thoufand citizens of Athens, fays

Demofthenes (;?), never ceafc to frequent the forum, occu-

pied either with their own affairs, or with thofe of the ftate.

Among ancient authors, I have preferred the teftimonies

of Plato, Xenophon, Demofthenes, and iEfchines, who

lived at the time I have chofen. Should Paufanias (_/") ap-

pear in fome degree to differ from, them, I apprize the

reader that it is the forum as it. exifted in their time, and

not that he fpeaks of, which is the fubjedl of the prefent

enquiry. The fame anfwer I fhould make to thofe who

might oppofe pafTages to me which have relation to periods

too remote from the time of which I fpeak.

The FoRtJM, or AciORA. Thepofition of this place is

determined by thefubfequent pafTages. ^fchines fays (f):

*' Imagine yourfelf in the pcccile (a celebrated portico), for

ie) Demofth. ia Aiiftog. p, 836.

(/) PAufan. lib. I.

(g) yiifchiiJ. in Ctefiph.'p. 458.

ill
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m the forum are the monuments of your great achieve-

ments.'* Lucian introduces feveral philofophers in one of his

dialogues (h)y and makes Plato fay : " It is unneceflary to

go to the houfe of that woman (PhilofopJiy). On her return

from the academy, fhe will come, according to cuftom, to

the Ceramicus, in order to walk in the Poecile." " At

the taking of Athens by Sylla," fays Plutarch (/'), " the

blood fpilt in the forum deluged the Ceramicus, which is

within the gate Dipylon ; and many perfons affirm that it

flowed out of the gate, and fpread even over the fuburb."

Hence it follows, ift, that thisplace was fituated in the

quarter of the Ceramicus : 2dly, that it was near the

gate Dipylon, the gate which led to the academy : 3dly,

that the Poecile was in that place.

i^Lfchines, in the palTagel have quoted, gives us clearly

to undurftand, that the Metroon was likcwife in that place.

This was an inclofure and temple in honour of the mother

of the gods. Within its precini^s alfo Hood the palace of

the fenate, a circumtlance confirmed by many pafl'ages (k).

Next to the Metroon, I have placed the edifices and

monuments immediately indicated by Paufanias (/), as the

Tholus, the Itatues of the Eponymi, Sic. Taking Flero-

dotiis (m) for my guide, I have placed there the temple of

./Eacus ; and following Demofthenes («), the Leocorion,

a temple built in honour of the daughters of Leos, who
formerly facrificed thcmfelves, to free the city from tlie

plague.

(A) Luci-in. in Pifcat. t. i. P.5S1.
[i) Plut. inSyll.t. i. p. 46c.

{k) JRicl. ill CteCiph. p. ,58. Plut. . Vit. X. Rhet. t. 11. p. 842. SuiJ.

in Mr,!cay. Haipocr. in j K.a'Jij'i.y.

(/) Pjufan. lib. I, cap. 5, p. iz.

(;;;) Herodot. )\h. 5, cap. 89.
(ff) Demoali. in Conon. p. iirget irij.

Vol. II. 1 i
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Royal Portico. I have placed this at the jun£lIon of

two ftreets leading to the forum. The firft is pointed out

by Paufanias [o)y who proceeds from this portico to the

Metroon ; the fecond by an ancient author (p), who pofi-

tively fays, that from the Poecile to the Royal Portico, that is

to fay, between one portico and the other, we meet with feve-

ral Hcrmse, or flatues of Mercury, terminated in afhcath,

Poecile AND Portico OF THE Herm^. From this

lafl: pafTagc I have placed the Poecile at the end of a ftreet

v/hich goes from the P^oyal Portico to the forum, and at

one of the corners of the ftreet fronting the forum. On
the oppofite corner (l^iould be an edifice, fometimes called

the Portico of the Fierras, and fometimes fimply by the

name of theHermas (q), l^o prove that it was in the fo-

rum, it will be fufEcient to adduce two teftimonies. Mnefi-

machus, in one of his comedies, has faid :
" Begone to the

Agora, to the PlermK ('')•" " O'"^ certain feftivals," fays

Xenophon (i ),
•' it is fitting that the horfemen fheuld pay

due honours ta the temples and the ftatucs which are in

the Agora. They fhall begin at the HenriEe, make the

circuit of the Agora, and return to the Hermae." I have

hence fuppofed, that this portico might terminate the ftreet

along which were ranged a feries of Hcrmse.

The Poecile was in the forum, in the time of iEfchines,

but was fo no longer in the time of Paufanias, who fpealcs

of this portico previous to his vifiting the Agora (t) ; al-

terations had been made therefore in this quarter. I fup-

(o) Paufan. lib. I, cap- 3.

[p] Ap. Harpocr. in E^[A,a.T.

(y) Mkh. in Ctcfiph. p. 458. Lyf. in Panel, p. 358. Dcmofth. in Lep.

tin. p. 557. Meuif. Athen. Attic, lib. 1, cap. 3.

(r) Mnefiin. ap. Athen. lib. 9, cap. ij, p. 402.

(s) Xenoph. de Mag. Equit. p. 959.
(t) Paufan. lib. I, c*p. 1$) p. 3^ i

Cap. 171"?' 39*
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pole, that in the age when Paufanias lived, one part of the

ancient forum was covered with houfes ; that towards its

fouthern part only one flreet was remaining, in which

were the fenatc-houfe, the Tholus, &c. ; that the oppofite

pari had extended towards the north, and that the Poecile

had been feparated from it by buildings : for the changes

I have mentioned had not removed the forum to another

part of the city. Paufanias mentions it as near the Poecile,

and we have feen that in the time of Sylla it was ftiil in the

Ceramicus, near the gate Dipylon.

From thefe obfcrvations it will not be difficult to trace out

the path taken by Paufanias. From the Royal Portico he

follows a ftreet extending along the fouihern part of thd

ancient forum ; he returns by the fame way, and vifits

fomc monuments Vi'hich arc to the fouth-weft of the citadel,

fuch as an edifice which he takes for the ancient Odeum

(p. 20), the Eleufmium (p. 35), &c. He then returns

to the Royal Portico (p. 36), and following the ftreet

of the Herma;, firft repairs to the Poecile, and afterward to

the forum exifting in his time (p. 39), which, according

to appearances, had formed part of the ancient one, or at

Icaft was at no great diftance from it. I (hould be much

inclined to attribute the changes it had undergone to the

emperor Adrian.

On leaving the Agora, Paufanias proceeds to the gym-

nafium of Ptolemy (p. 39), which did not exift in the age

referred to in my work ; and from thence to the temple of

Thefeus, which isftill remaining. The diftance from this

temple to one of the points of the citadel was given me
by M. Foucherot, an able engineer, who accompanied the

Comle de Choifeul Gouffier into Greece, and who, hav-

ing fincevifited the antiquities of Athens a fecond time,hi8

I i 2
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been fo obliging a5 to communicate to mc all the informa-

tion he has acquired from an infpedlion ot the places.

I have followed Paufanias as far as the Prytaneum (p. 41).

From thencehe appears to me to have re-afcended towards

the north-eafl, where he finds feveral temples, thofe of Se-

rapis, of Luclna, and of Jupitar Olympius (p. 42). He
then turns to the eaftward, and traverfes a quarter which

is without the city in my plan, and which belonged to it

in his time, the walls having been deftroyed. He there

vi/its the gardens of Venus, the Cynofarges, and the Ly-

ceum (p. 44) ; and afterwards crofles the Iliflus, and pro-

ceeds to the Stadium (p. 45 et 46).

1 have not accompanied Paufanias in this track, becaufe

feveral of the monuments he there met with were pofterior

to the time I have chofen, and the others cannot be admit-

ted into the plan of the city within the walls : but I again

take him for a guide, when, on his return to the Pryta-

neum, he proceeds ro the citadel by the ftreetof the Tripods.

Street of the Tripods. This ftreet received its

name, accoxfling to Paufanias (/^), becaufe in it were feve-

r.il terT'ples containing tripods of bronze in honour of the

gods •, u'hich were dedicated in confequence of vi6iories

gained by the tribes of Athens in competitions of mufic and

dancing. Now, at the foot of the citadel, to the eaftward,

ieveral infcripfion? have been difcovered which make men-

tion of fuch vi6lcries (x). That beautiful ftrudure, Jcnown

at prefent by the name of the Lanthern of Demofthene?,

conftituted one of the principal ornaments of the ftreet. It
•

was built of marble, on occafion of the prize decreed to the

(«) Paufan. lib. I, c;ip. 20, p. 46.
{.vj Chaiidl. Travels m Greece, p. 99. Id. Infcript. in Not. p. xxvii.
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tribe Acamantis, under the archonflilp of Evxnetus (v),

in the year 335 before Chrifl, one year after Anacharfis

had quitted Athens. Near this monument an infcription

has been found, given among thofe coUefted by Mr. Chand-

ler (z). In it the tribe Pandionis decreed a column to be

ere£ted, in the edifice belonging to them in this fireer, for

an Athenian, named Nicias, who had been their choragus,

and had obtained the palm at the fcftivals of Bacchus, and

at thofe named Thargelia. It further declares, that from

that time (from the archonftiip of Euclid, in the year 403

before Chriil:), the names of fuch of the tribe as fhould

gain fimilar advantages, on certain fcliivals mentioned in

the decree, fhould be infcribed on the fame column.

From what I have faid, it is evident that the flreet of the

Tripods extended along the eaftern fiJe of the citadel.

The Odeum of Pericles. At the end of the ftrcet I

have been fpeaking of, and before he came to the theatre of

Bacchus, Paufanias found an edifice of which he does not

tell us thedcftination. He only obferves that it was built

after the model of the tent of Xerxes, and that having

been burnt by Sylla during the fiege of Athens, it was af-

terwards rebuilt (a). Let us compare with this teflimony

what we find in other authors concerning the ancient

Odeum of Athens. This theatre (/<) was erecled by Peri-

cles (t), and intended for mufical competitions (rt) : t!-.3

roof, which was conftruded of the mafts and yards of the

(j) Spon. t. ii. p. 100. Whel. book 5, p. 397- Lc Roi.Ruin. des Monum,

ielaCicce, part, r, p. :o. Stuait, Antiquities of Alliens, chap. ^, p. 27,

[x) Chandl. Infcript. part 2, p. 49. Ibid, in Not. p. xxii.

<rt) P.tiifaii. lib. ],c.ip. 20, p. 47.

(i) S.uid. ill flli- Schol. Ariltoph. in Vefp. v. 1104.

(c) P'lut. in Per.t. i. p. 160. Vitruv. lib. 5, cap. 9. Suid. il)i4.

14) Hcfych in. «»^.

li 3
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vcfTcls taken from the Perfians {e), and in its form

imitated the tent of Xerxes (/), was fupported by co-

lumns of ftone or marble. Its fhape had furniihed a fub-

jedl for many pleafantries. Cratinus the poet, in one of

his comedies, wiihing to fignify that the head of Pericles

was of a pointed fliape, faid that Pericles wore the Odeum

on his head (g). The Odeum was burnt at the fiege of

Athens by Sylla(/;), and foon after rellored by Ariobarza-

ncs, kingof Cappadocia (/).

From thefe paflages, collecled from different authors, it

is very evident that the edifice fpoken of by Paufanias is

the fame with the Odeum of Pericles ; and from the pafiage

of Paufanias, that this Odeum was fituated between the

ftreet of the Tripods, and the theatre of Bacchus. This

pofiticn is confirmed likewife by the authority of Vitruvius,

•who places the Odeum to the left of the theatre {k). But

it may be faid that Paufanias had already given the name

of Odeum to another ftruclure. I fliall foon reply to that

objection.

Theatre OF Bacchus. On the fouth -weft angle of

the citadel, the ruins of a theatre Hill exifl, which had al-

ways been taken for that of Bacchus, in which tragedies

and comedies were reprefented. Dr. Chandler, however,

(/), has placed the theatre of Bacchus at the fouth-eaft

angle of the citadel ; and I have followed his opinion, for

feveral reafons. ift, From obfervation of the ground, Mr.

Chandler is of opinion that a theatre had formerly flood

(e) Vitruv. lih. 5, cap. g. Theophr. Charaft. cap. 3.

(j) Plut. in Pei. t. i. p. 160.

{g; Cratin. ap. Plut. in Per. t. i. p. 160.

(>&) Appian. de Bell. Mithridat. p. 331.
(;) Mem.de I'Acad. des Bell. Lettr. t. xxiii. Hift.p. 1S9.

(>) Vitruv. lib. 5, cap. cj.

(./) Chandl, Travels in Greece, p, 64.
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there j and M. Foucherot has fince verified the faS:. 2<-lIy,

Paufanias (m) relates, that above the theatre was to be

feen in his time a tripod, in a grotto hcv/n out of the rock;

now precifely above the fpot where Mr. Chandler has fup-

pofed the theatre to have flood, is a grotto formed out of

the rock, and fmce converted Into a church, under the

title of Panagia SpUiotiJja^ which maybe rendered Our Lady

of the Grotto, Let it be obfcrved too, that the word fpi-

iiotijfa clearly defignates the word <j-3y\>^iov., which Paufa-

nias employs to fignify this cavern. The reader may here

confult what travellers have faid of this grotto («). It is

true that above the other theatre, to the fouth-weft, tl.crc

are two forts of niches, but it is impofTible in any way to

confound theni with the grotto mentioned by Paufanias.

3dly, Xenophon (5), when fpeaking of tlie exercife of the

cavalry, which was performed at or rather near to the Ly-

ceum, fays : " When the horfemen fliall have padcd the

angle of the theatre, which is oppofite, &c." the theatre

then was on the fide of the Lyceum. 4thly, I have faid,

that at the principal feftlvals of the Athenians, chorufes,

taken from each tribe, difputed with each other the palm

in dancing and mufic ; that a tripod was bellowed on the

vi£lorious tribe, which was confccrated to the gods ; that

underneath tliis offering was engraven the name of the

tribe, that of the citizen who had maintained the chorus

at his expcncc, and fometimcs that of the poet who had

compofed the verles, or the teacher who had cxcrcifod the

performers (/>). I have faid likewife, that in the time of

Paufanias there cxiftcd a tripod in the grotto which was

(m) Paufan. lib. i, cap. 2i,p. 49»

(;;) Whcl. a Journey, &c. p. 368. Spon, t. ii. p. 97. Chandl. Tiavrls in

Greece, p. 61.

(n) Xenoph- de Mag. Equit. p. 959.

(/>) I'lut. in Themiflocl. t- i. p. 1 H-
I i 4
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above the theatre. Even at prefent we fee at the entrance of

this grotto a kind of triumphal arch, bearing three infJrip-

tions of different periods, in honour of two tribes which had

gained the prize (q). One of thefe infcriptions is of the

year 320 before Chri(l, and pofterior only by a few years to

the travels of Anacharfis.

Since we find at the extremity of the Acropolis, and on

the fouth-eaft £de, monuments erefled for thofe who had

been crowned at the competitions ufual at the theatre (r),

we arejuftified in prefuming that the theatre of Bacchus

was fituated at the termination of the ftreet of the Tripods,

and precifely at the fpotwhere Mr. Chandler has fuppofed it.

For, as I have already obferved, in Chap. XII. the trophies

of the victors would naturally be near the field of battle.

The authors who lived at the period 1 have chofen, fpeak

only of one theatre ; for that, the ruins of which are {ten

at the fouth-weft angle of the citadel, did not exift in their

time. I concur with Mr. Chandler, in fuppofing the latter

to be the Odeum which Herodes, the Ton of Atticus, built

five hundred years after, and on which Philoftratus beflows

the name of Theatre (j). " TheQdeum of Patin:," fays

Paufanias (/), " would be the moft beautiful of :-.ny in

Greece, were it not eclipfed by that of Ataeiis, which fur-

pa'l'cs every other in magnitude and magnificence. It was

ercfled by Herodes the Athenian, after the death, and in

honour of his wife. In my defcription of Attica I have

pmitted this Odeum, becaufe I had iiniftied my account of

Athens before Herodes had begun the building," Philo-

ftratus remarks likewife, that the theatre of Herodes was

one of the m.oft beautiful edifices 'm the world (/i).

(y) Whel. a Journey, &c- p. 368. Le Roi, Ruines de la Grcce, t. ii. p. c,

(r) Demotih in Mid. p. 606 et 612.

(jj I'hiloitr. ae Vit. jiophift. in Herod, lib, 2j p. 551.
(t) Paufin lib 7, cap. zo, p. 574.
(uj I'hibftr. ibid.
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Mr. Chandler fuppofes the Odeum, or theatre of Kero-

des, to have licen eieiled on the ruin of the Odeum of

Pericles. I cannot be of his opinion. PaufanLis, who
places the latter edinct tifewhere, does not, in fpeaking of

the former, fay that Herodes rebuilt if, but that he built it,

izsoiMiv. OnMr. Chandler's hyp othefis, the ancient Odeum
would have bce:-( on the right of the theatre of Bacchus ;

whereas, accordin; to Vitruv-'.is, it was on the left (.r).

Bciidob, 1 have already fliewn that the Odeum of Pericles

was at the fouth-eaft ang^e of the cicule!.

Wp may no-w conceive the reafon why Paufanias, while

pr<v--eeding along the fouthcrn fide of the citadel, from the

fouth-eait angle, where he found the theatre of Bacchus,

fays nothing either of the Odeum, or of a theatre of any

kmd : for the fact is, tiiat there cxifted none at the fouth-

weft angle, at the time he wrote his iirft book, whicJj

treats of Attica,

Pnyx. Situated on nn eminence at a fmall diftance

from the citadel, we ftiil fee the remains of a monument

which has been fometimes taken for the Areopagus (j),

fometimcs for tiie Pnyx (:;},and at others for the Odeum(<r/],

It is a large fpace, the iiiclofure of which is partly cut out

of the rock, and partly compofed of huge blocks of (lone,

hewn diamond falliion. With Mr. Chandler, I take it to

be the fquare of the Pnyx, where the people occafionally

held their alfemblies. And indeed the Pnyx was furrounded

by a wall {b\ and fituatcd oppofite to the Areopagus (r).

From this place there v/as a view of the harbour of Pi-

(x'l Vitiuv. lib. 5, cap. 9.

(_^) Spoil, Voyag. t. II. p. 116.

(«) t handl. Tiave'ii ill Greece, chap. 13, p. 68.

[a) Whtl. book. 5, p. _'Si. Le Roi, Ruiiics de la Grece, t. i. p. 18.

{b) Fhilocr. ap. bchcl. Ariftoph. in Av. v. 998.

\() Lucian. in Bis Accui'at. i.';u p. Sci.
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rseus (d). All thefc marks apply to the antiquity inqucftion.

But there is another ftill more decifive evidence : " When
the people are feated on this rock," fays Ariftophanes,

&c. (e) ; and it is of the Pnyx that he is fpeaking. I omit

other proofs which might be adduced in fupport of thefe.

Paufanias however feems to have taken this monument

for the Odeum. What muft we conclude from this ?—
That in his time the Pnyx, of which he does not fo much

as fpeak, had changed its name, becaufe the people having

ceafedto affemble there, the mufical competitions had been

transferred to this place. By comparing with each other

all the notices to be colleiled on this head, we fhall be

led to conclude, that this trial of fkill originally took place

in an edifice built at the fouth-eaft angle of the citadel,

which is the Odeum of Pericles : afterwards in the Pnyx,

the Odeum fpoken of by Paufanias; and finally in the the-

atre, a part of which is ftill remaining at the fouth-weft

angle of the citadel, the OJeum of Hcrodes, the fon of

Atticus.

Temple of Jupiter Olympius. To the north of

the citadel, fome magnificent ruins ftill exift, which attradl

the attention of all travellers. Some (f) have imagined

that they difcovered in them the remains of the fuperb

temple of the Olympian Jupiter, begun by Pififtratus,

which was more than once attempted to be completed, the

columns of which were conveyed to Rome by Sylla, and

which was finally rebuilt by Adrian (g). Their conjectures

are founded on the defcription of Paufanias, which does

indeed feem to indicate this pofition (/;) ; but Thucy-

(d) Plut.in Themift. t. i.p. I2I.

(e) Aiiftoph. in E<juit. v. 751.

(/) Whel. book, c, p. 392. Spon, t. ii. p. loS,

(2) Meurl". Athen. Attic, lib, I. cap. 10.

(.b) Paufaa. lib. i, cap. 18, p. 4:.
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didcs (/) exprefsly fay?, that this temple was to the fouth of

the citadel j and his tellimony is accompanied with parti-

culars which will not allow us to adopt the corredlion that

Valla and Palmerius propofed to make in the text of Thu-

cydides. Mr. Stuart (k) has availed himfelf of the au-

thority of this hiftorian, to place the temple of Jupiter

Olympius to the fouth-eaft of the citadel, on a fpot where

feme large columns, commonly called the Column^ of

Adrian, are flill to be feen. Hi^ opinion has been com-

bated by M. Le Roi (/), who takes the columns in quef-

tion for the remains of a pantheon of that emperor. Not-

withftanding the deference 1 have for the difcernment

of thefe two learned travellers, I had at firfl: fufpedled

that the temple of Jupiter Olympius, placed by Thucydides

to the fouth of the citadel, was an ancient temple, which,

according to a tradition related by Paufanias (w), was built,

in the remotefl: ages, by Deucalion, and that the temple oi\

the northern fide had been founded by Pifiilratus. This

fiippofition would reconcile Thucydides with Paufanias ;

but as new difficulties would refult from it, T determined to

lay down, at a venture, in my pla:-;, a temple of Jupiter

Olympius to the fouth of the citadel.

Mr. Stuart has taken the ruins to the northward for the

remains of the Poecile («); but I think I have proved that

this celebrated portico was a part of the forum, fituated near

to the gate Dipylon. Befides, the edifice, of which thefe

ruins formed a part, feems to have been built in the time

of Adrian (&), and confequently is foreign from my plan.

(/) Thucyd. lib. 2, cap, 15.

(*) Stuart, Antiq. of Athens, chap. 5, p. 38.

(/) Le Roi, Ruin, des Monum.de la Grece,t. ii. p. 2 1,

(w) Paufan. lib. I, cap. 18, p. 43.
(«) Stuirt, ibid,

(c) Lc Roi, Ruin, dcs Moduit.. dela Grtc^j t. ii, p. i6.
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The Stadium. I have not affigncd the iltuation of

this in my plan, becaufe I iniagine it to have been poftcrior

to the times of which 1 treat. It appears, that in the age of

Xenophon, it was ufual to excrcife in running, in a coiirfe,

perhaps on a road which began at the Lyceum, and ex-

tended tov.'ards the fouth, and under the walls of the city (/>).

Some time after, the orator Lycurgus caufed a piece of

ground, which one of his friends had given to the republic,

to be levelled, and furroundcd by caufeways (^). After-

wards, Herodes, the fon of Atticus, rebuilt, and almoft

lined with marble, the ftadium, the ruins of which ftill re-

main (r).

The Walls of the City. I omit to difcufs many

queftions that might be ftarted relative to the walls which

furrounded the Plrseus, and Munychia, and thofe which

from the Piraeus and Phalerum terminated at the walls of

Athens ; and I fhall only fay a word refpeiling the circum-

ference of the city. It is impoilible to determine its form,

but we are able pretty nearly to afcertain Its extent. Thu-

cydides (5), when enumerating the troops neceffary to

guard the walls, fays, that the part of them necelTary to

be defended was forty-three ftadia in length, and that

one part remained which flood in no need of defence,

namely, that which lay between the two points, where the

wall of Phalerum on the one fide, and that of the Piraeus

on the other, terminated in the city-wall. The fcholiafl

on Thucydides affigns for the length of this part feventeca

ftadia, and confequently reckons for the whole circum-

ference of the city fixty ftadia (or about two leagues and

(p) Xenoph. Hift. Grxc. lib. 2, p. 476. Id. de Magift. Kquit. p. 959.

(y'l Lycurg. Vix. X. Rhet. ap. I'Jut. t. ii. p. 841.

(r) Paufau. I'.b. I, cap, 19, p. 46. Pliilollr. dc Vjt. Sophift. lib. 2, p. 55c,

(f) Thucyd. lib. a, cap. J^.

6



NOTES. 4^^

a quarter.) Were we to adopt this menfLiration, the wall

of Phalerum would reach as far as the Lyceum, which Is

not poflible. Some coniiderable error muft have crept into

thcfcholiaft.

I have relied in this particular, as well as in the laying

down of the long walls, and the environs of Athens, on

the fagacity of M. Barbie, who, after carefully ftudying

the topography of this city, has been fo obliging as to exe-

cute the feeble eflay which I prefent to the public. As we
differ on fome capital points concerning the interior parts,

it is not juft that he fliould be anfwerable for the errors

that may be difcovered in this part of the plan. I might

alfo have covered it with houfes, but it would have been

impoflible to diftribute them into ftreets.

SAME CHAP. Page 213.

On two Inlcriptions given in this Chapter.

1 HAVE rendered the word eaiaasre, in the Greek

text, by thefe words, ccmpofed the piece, wrote the tragedy^

Yet as it fometimcs fignifies, had prepared or inJhuSied the

a£iors, I will not nnfwer for my trnnflation. Concerning

this word the reader may refer to the notes of Cafaubon on

Athen?eus (lib. 6, cap. 7, p. 260) ; thofc of Taylor on the

Sandwich Marble (p. 71); Van Dale on the Gymnafia

(p. 686) ; and others.

S A ME CHAP. Page 223.

On the Manner of I'ghting the Temples.

JL H E temples had no windows ; fome received light

•nly by the door 3 in others, lamps were fufpended before
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the principal ftatue (/) ; others again were divided into three

aifles, by two ranges of columns. The middle aifle was

entirely open, and fuiEced to admit light into the fide aifles*

which were covered (u). The grand arcades which wc

difcover in the lateral parts of a temple llill (landing among

the ruins of Agrigentum (a-) have been laid open long after

it was built.

SAME CHAP. Page 224.

On the Internal Columns of the Temples,

XT appears that the temples of the Greeks were at firft

very fmall. When their dimenfions were increafed, the

roof was fupported by a fingle rangeof columns withinfide,

above which were others that reached to the roof. This

was the method employed in one of thofe ancient temples,

the ruins of which I have feen at Pieflum.

In procefs of time, inftead of one row of columns they

erected two ; and then the temples became divided into

three aifles. Such was the temple of Jupiter at Olympia,

as Paufanias tells us {y) ; and that of Minerva at Athens, as

M. Foucherot has afcertained by obfervations on the fpot.

The temple of Minerva at Tegea in Arcadia, built by Sco-

pas, was of the fame kind. Paufanias informs us (z), that

of the internal columns, the firft order was Doric, and the

fecond Corinthian.

(1) Strab. lib. 9, p. ^96. Paiifan. lib. I, cap. 26, p. 63.

(«) Strab. lib. 9, p. 396. Vitruv. lib. 3, cap. I, p. 41.

(x) D'Orvillc, Sicula, cap. 5, p. 97,

(j) Paufan. lib. 5, cap. 10, p. 400.

(a) Id. lib. 8, cap. 45, p. 693.
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SAME CHAP. Page 225.

On the Proportions of the Parthenon.

According to m. Le Koi (^), the length ©f

this temple was 214 feet, 10 inches, anJ 4 lines *
; and

its height, 65 feet (French) f . Let us convert thefc

meafures into Grecian feet, and we fhall have about 227

feet for its length, and for its height about 68 feet 7 inches.

As to its breadth, that feems to be indicated by the name

hccatonpeJon (itoo feet), which the ancients beftowed up-

on this temple. And M. Le Rci found, in fac^, that the

frize of the front was 94 feet 10 inches |:, which corrc-

(]oonds with 100 Grecian feet [h).

SAME CHAP. Page 227.

On the Quantity of Gold employed in the Statue

of Minerva.

ThUCYDIDES fays (0 40 talents ; other authors

(d) fay 44; others again, 50 (e). I follow the tefti-

mony of Thucydides. Suppofing that in his time, the

proportion of gold to filver was as i to 13, as it was in

the time of Herodotus, the 40 talents of gold would give

520 talents of filver, which at 5400 livres the talent, would

(/») I.c Roi, Ruines de !a Giece, part. I, p. 30 ; part, z, pi. XI.

(*) 22g feet 2 inches Englilh.

( + ) 69 feet 4 inches Eng.

(tj '01 feet I inch Eng.

(i) Lc Roi, ibid. p. 29.

(c) Thucyd. lih. 2, cap. T^.

{ci) Philocr. ap. Schol, Ariftci.h. in Pac. V. 6^4!

(c) Piod. Sic lib, i:, p. 96.
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produce a total of 2,8c8,ooo livres. • But as, In the zgs of

Pericles, the drachma was worth at leaft 19 fols (9^^'.),'

and the talent of filver 5700 livres (237I. los.), (Ice the

note which accompanies tlie table of the value of the C;reek

money, in vol. vii. of this work), the 40 talents in queftion

were worth at leaft 2, 964,000 livres (or i23,5ool.fterling.)

^
^.immwm I

I »—!— ^ ^ I II. I » —» , ! iiii 11 ly

SAME CHAP. Page 228.

On the Manner in which the Gold was diftributed

oh the Statue of Minerva.

JL HE goddefs v/as habited in a long tunic, which muft

have been of ivory. The aegis or fkin of the goat Amal-

thsa covered her breaft, and probably her left arm, as we

fee on fome of her ftatues. The borders of the segis were

furrounded by -ferpents j and in the field of the buckler,

covered with the fcales of ferpents, appeared the head of

Medufa.

Thus is the sgis reprefented on monuments and in an-

cient authors {/)• But Ifccrates, who was ttill living at the

period in which I fuppofe the younger Anacharfis to have

travelled in Greece, obferves (^), that the gorgonium had

been ftolen ; and Suidas (/>), fpeaking of the fame fa(3:,

adds, that it was forced off from the ftatue of Minerva.

From a pafEge of Plutarch (/) it appears that by this ex-

preilion v/e muft underftand the segis.

Let us now fee of v.'hat the ceg'.s taken from the ftatue

was con^ipofed. Not to mention that no perfon would have

ftolcn it, had it not been of precious material?, Philochorus

(/) Virg. MntU. lib. 8, v. 456.

(g-) Ifccr. adv. Callim. t. ii.p, 511.

\h) Suid. in <J>t\«i3ec.

(;) riut. in Theniift. t. i, p. 117,

in.^ormj
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X'liforms us (/{•), that the robbery complained of, refpeded

the fcales and the ferpents. The queftion here has no

connection with a ferpent which the artift had placed at

the feet of the goJdcfs. That was only an acceflbry, an

attribute that required no magniftcence j and Philochorus

fpealcs of ferpents in the plural.

From thefe circumflanccs I conclude, that Phidl?.s had

made the fcales which covered the aegis, and the ferpents

fufpended around it, of gold. This is confirmed by Pau-

fanias (/), who fays that Minei-va h^d on her bread a head

of Medufa in ivory : an unneceflary remark, if the aegis

Was of the fame fubftancc, and the head not relieved by the

ground of gold to which it was affixed. The wings of

the V'iClory which Minerva held in her hand, were likevvife

tef gold. Some robbers who had got into the temple,

found means to detach them, and betrayed thcmfelves

by quarrelling about the divifion of their booty (w).

From different teftimonics, which I omit to adduce, it

may be plefumcd that the balTo-relievos of the helmet, ths

buckler, the bufkins, and perhaps of the pedeftal, were of

the fame metal. The greater part of thefe ornaments \vcr<i

ftill in exiftence at the period I have chofen. They were

carried oft fome time after, by a perfon named Lachares {?:.)

CHAP. XIV. Pace 245.

On the Preridents of the Senate of Athens*

JIjVERY thing relative to the officers of the fenate, and

their fundions, is attended with fo many difficulties, that I

(k] Philochor. ap. Schol. Aiii>oph. in Pac. v. 604.

(/) Paufan. lib..), Cap. 24, p- 58.
(m) Demofth.in Timocr. p. 792, Ulpjan. ibid. p. 8»i.
in) Paufan. ibid. eap. 2? , p. 61. .

Vol. U. ^ K k
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(hall content myfelf with referring my readers to the learned

authors who have difcufied the fuhje6t, as S'gonius (de

Rcpubl. Athen. lib. 2, cap. 4) ; Petav. de Dotliin. Temp,

lib. 2, cap. 1) ; Dodwell. (de Cycl. diflcrt. 3, § 43); Sam.

Pet. (Leg. Attic, p. 188) j and Corlin. (Faft. Attic, t. i.

diflert. 6.)

SAME CHAP. Page 252.

On the Decrees of the Senate and of the People

of Athens.

JN OTHING was executed but by virtue of the laws

and of decrees (o) ; the difference of which confifted in

this, that the laws were obligatory on all the citizens, and

perpetually binding ; whereas the decrees, properly fo call-

ed, refpefted only individuals, and were but of temporary

operation. It was by a decree that ambaiTadors were dif-

patched, croviJns beftowed on citizens. Sec. When the

decree was of fuch a nature as to comprehend all times

and perfons, it then became a law.

CHAP. XVII. Page 291.

On a fingular Decifion of the Areopagus.

X O the h€t I have given in the text, another may be

added, which occurred long after, and in an age when,

though Athens had loft all her glory, that of the Areopagus

lo) Demofth. inTjmocr. p. 787.
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ftill fhone in its meridian fplendour. A woman of Sicyon,

exafperated at the barbarity of a fecond hufband, and of a

fon fhe had by him, who flew a promifmg youth fhe had

borne by her former fpoufe, determined to poifon them

both. After a profecution before feveral tribunals that

neither ventured to condemn nor to acquit her, the matter

was brought before the Areopagus, which, after a long

ex^niinnrion, ordered the parties to appear again before the

court in one hundred years from that time (p).

C HAP. XX. Page 315.

On the Game of Dice.

m. DE PEIRESC had in his pofTeiTion an antique

calendar, ornamented with drawings. At the month of

January a man was reprefented holding a dice-box in his

hand, and throwing the dice into a fort of a tower, placed

on the edge of a chequer-board (^).

SAM E C HA P. Page ^^S-

Prices of various Articles of Merchandize.

i-N the text I have given the price of fome articles of pro

vifions, fuch as it was at Athens in the time of Demoft-

henes. About fixty years before, in the time of Arilto-

phanes, a workman's pay was 3 oboli (9 fols, or four pence

halfpenny) (r) ; a race -horfe was worth 12 minae, or 1200

(/>) Val. Max. lib. 8, cap. i. Aulus Geilius, lib, i^, ca]v 7j etalii*

(^) Valef. in Harpoor.p. 7y.
{r) Ariftoph. in Ecclcl". v. 310.

K k 2
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drachmas (1080 livres, or 45 1.) (j) ; amantle, 20 drach-

mas (18 llvres, or 15 (hillings) ; drefs for the feet and

legs, 8 drachmas (7 livres 4 fols, or 6 (hillings) [t).

SAME CHAP. Page 334.

On the Property bequeathed to Demofthenes by his

Father,

JL HE father of Demofthenes was efteemed a rich man(K)j

yet he left his fon only about 14 talents, nearly 75600

livres (or 3150I. ft:erling) (v). His inheritance chiefly

confifted in the following articles : ift, A fword manufac-

tory, in which thirty flaves were kept at work (y). Two
or three of the principal ones were each of them worth 5 or

600 drachmas, about 500 livres (or near 20 guineas) ; the

others at leaft 300 drachmas, 270 livres (11 1. 5s.) : their

labour was annually worth 30 minae, or 2700 livres (ri2 1.

IDS.), all expences deducSled. 2dly. A manufactory of

beds, which employed 20 flaves, worth 40 minas, or 3600

livres (150I.): they produced annually 12 minae, or 1080

livres (45 1. flerling). 3dly. A ftock of ivory, iron, and

wood (z), worth 80 mina;, or 7200 livres (300 1. iterling.

The ivory was made ufe of for the bed feet («), or the han-

(s) Ariftoph. in Nub. v. 1227.
(/) Id. in Plut. V. 985.
(«) Dcmollii. in Aphob. p, 896, 991, 904,
(.r) Id. ibid. p. 895.

O) Id.ibid. p. 896.

(*) Id. ibid.

V) Plat. ap. Athen.lib. 2, cap. 9, p. 4?,

P
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dies and (heaths of fwords (b.) 4thly. Gall-nuts and copper,

worth 70 minjE, or 6300 livres (262I. 10s.). Sthly. A
houfe, worth 3ominae, or 2700 livres (112I. los.). 6thly.

Furniture, vafes, cups, gold trinkets, robes, and the toilet

of his mother; 100 minae, or 9000 livres (375l.). ythly.

Money lent out, or employed in trade [c).

CHAP. XXII. Page 33.

On the Weight and Value of fome Offerings in

Gold, fent to the Temple of Delphi by the

Kings of Lydia, and dcfcribed in Herodotus

("lib. I, cap. 14, 50, &c.) i and in Diodorus

Siculus (lib. 16, p. 452).

In reducing the talents of gold into filver talents, I {hall

take the proportion of i to 13, as in the time of Hero-

dotus (^') ; and in eftimating the fdver talent, I {hall follow

the tables I have given in this work. '1 hey are adapted to

the Attic talent, and fuppofe the drachma of fdver to weigh

79 grains. It may be necefTary hovv'ever to apprife the

reader, that it may poflibly have been 2 or 3 grains heavier

in the lime of that hiftorian. The following is the value

of the offerings of gold, according to the weight afljgned

to them by Herodotus :

(/>) Demollh. in Aphob. p. 898. Lacrt. lib, 6, k 6c.
(f) Demofth. ibid. p. 896.

^^) Hcrodot. lib. 3, cap. 95.
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French livres. Pounds ftcrliug.

6 large craterae weighing 30 talents, worth

390 talents of filver, and of our money

117 femi -plinths weighing 232 talents, worth

3016 talents of filver, our money

Alion weighing 10 talents, worth 130 talents

of filver

A ftatue weighing 8 talents, worth 104 talents

of filver

A cratera weighing 8 talents and 42 mina?,

worth 1 13 talents 6 minae of filver . .

To thefe offerings Diodorus Siculus(<') adds

360 phials of gold, weighing each 2 minje;

which make 12 golden talents, worth 156

talents of filver, and of our money , . . 842,400. 35>'<

2,ro6,oo?. 87>7SO'

i6,:S6,40o. 678,600-

7o:,o:o. 29,250.

561,6;o. 23,400.

610,740. 2S»447. ics.

Total 21,109,140. 879,547. i;s.

Some differences arc Indeed to be met with in the calcula-

tions of Herodotus and Diodorus j but an examination of

thefe would lead me too far.

SAME CHAP. Page 392.

On the Vapour of the Cavern of Delphi.

X HIS vapour was of the nature of mephicic exhalations:

it rofe only to a certain height. It appears that the earth

had been thrown up round the aperture, for which reafon

it is faid that perfons defcended to this opening. The

tripod being thus funk, it is no difficult matter to conceive

by what means the fleam afcended to the prieftefs, without

affe6ling the priefts or other perfons who flood near.

[e) Diod. Sic. lib. id, p-4Si.
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CHAP. XXV. Page 445.

On the Plan of a Grecian Houfe.

IVl. PERRAULT has given us the plan of a Grecian

houfe, from the defcription of Vitruviu.s {f). l\l. Ga-

liani has publiihed a fecond, which is unqiicllionnbly pre-

ferable to that of Perrault {g).- I now fubmit a third to

the reader, which the late M. Marietta was fo obliging as

to draw at my rcquefl, and to vindicate by a memoir novy

in my poffeflion.

I do not pretend to affirm, that at the period I have fixed

for* the travels of Anacharfis, many Athenians were pof-

TefTed of hoiifes of fuch extent and magnificence ; but as

Dcmoflhenes ad'erts that fome were built in his time which

furpafled in beauty [h) thofe fuperb edifices with which Pe-

ricles had embellifhed Athens, I am jullified in fuppofing

that thofe houfes did not eflentially differ from that deli-

neated by Vitruvius.

(f] Vitruv. de Archit. lib. 6, cap. ic. Perrault, ibid.

(g) Galiani Architet. di Vitriiv. ibid.

[h] Demofth. Olynth. 3, p. 386139. Id. de Rep. Ord. p. 127. Id. la

ArJibcr. p. 7j8.
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