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rNTRODUCTHJN. 

( ~..rHE author of tJlefollowing Survey, has frequently. 

~a opportUilityof, observing the very destitute and 
-.. 

. abject condition of ~beJ.jypsey. race, , in the counties of 

Northampton, Bedf9rd, and Herls. The im.pressions 
• received from viewing a state so der6g'ator~, to human 

nature, indqced hiUl .to make numerous inquiries, in 

order to ascertain if necessity cOl!,lp~llC(l thf;ir conti

nuance, under .circumstanc,es :)0, deploraWe as their 

~ondition exhibited. 

, Not meeting with&atisfe.ct,ory intelligence on appli

,plication to various_ individuals, ,to whose observation 

. Gypsies are fr~9.uentJy p'rcscnted, the autbor was ex

cited to an examination of history, for the developement 

of a case i~volved ,in s.o lJluch obscurity,; and aggra

vute(l by circumstances so ,repugnant to the mild and 

.genial influences of the Christian R~li,ion. 

lIe must not however omit to state, that in North

.amptonshire, William All~n, wbo is in the profession of 

th~ Iaw,at Higham Ferrers, and Steward to Ead 

.Fitzwilliam, very warmly interested himself on the 
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iv IN'rRODUCTION • 

. 
subject. He said' it afforded him much pleasure tv 

find, that some attention was ~xcited to the ~ondition 

of the Gypsies, and that he should be glad to CQ

operate, as far' as was jn hi, power, in any measures 

lik; ·ly to conduce to the reiormation of ~is grcatly neg

~e{:ted class of British subjects. 

He volunteered hill services to find out the nearest 

pypsey ren~ezyous, and SOQn procured i9fonnation of 

an encampment whi9h the writer visited. An account 

of the visit wiU appea!-" ill ~he fonowin~ sheets. The 

first :lssura:qce that the (lypsies really had a language 

peculiar to themselves, which the author received, was 

from this iqtelligent and obliging profess!>r of the 10."" 

who bad h~ard phildren, as well as adults among tllem,' 

speak it with great fluency. 

He also observed, that the situation of this people 

paily became increasingly deplorable, ill consequence 

t)f the establishment ~f associations for the prosecution 

pf felons; and that the fear of apprehension as v~grant~1 
pond the llrogressive inclosures near towns an4- villages, 

bad a tendency to drive the~ to a greater distul1ce 

from the babitations of plan. And he was fully of opi

~ion, as these bouseless ""and~rers were expelled froUl 

TownshilJ after Township, w~thout an~ pro~ision being 

JIlade for their refuge, that. it was bigb time their case 

~h~1l1d obtai!! the copsidcration 'of tbe Fll~lic. ) 
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INTROD6CTION. 

Of the historic authorities whence the author has de-

ived information and interesting o~servatioD, he has to 

place in the foremost rank, the Dissertation of the 

learned H. M. G. Grellmann, translated a few years 

since, by the.la~e 1\1. Raper, Esq. }'. R. S. &. A. S. He 

has, however, to acknowledge himself indebted to va

rious other intelligent authors, whose writings will be 

noticed in the course of-the work. 

Anotber source of information, and which relates 

especially to the present state of the Gypsies in ureat 

;Britain, has been opened through inquiries instituted. 

in most paris of the nation, by the author, aided by se

veral obliging and able coadjutors. The results of thes~ 

inquiries, jt scarcely need be added, ",ill be presented 

to' the reader in their proper places. 

The author h3.$ much regretted, that scarcely any of 

ihe splendid histories of Couuties in Eugland, and even 
I 

those in which the Gypsies abound, have in the least . .; 

noticed that part of the population which so strongly 

.claims our attention. Qy bringing their situation into 

view, the historian might not merely have served the· ,. 
~ 

cause of humanity; he would have advanced the in-

terest of the state, by promoting an object of so ~fli 

pul.JIic utility, as the improvcmcnt of the whole ~psey 
race cantlot fllil to IlfOVC. 

A comparative view.of their customs and babits, aDd 

Ji(,lW far they oppear coincidl'nt in _ (utrcrcnt countriell", 
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may alford a criterion· by which to' judge if tbey have 

1111 had one orig:n. By thus tracing them to that 

1IOUrce, we- may possibly discover the occasion of their 

pecnliarities; and if the means hitherto employed t8 

counteract them, have proved unsuccessful, we may be 

prepared to consider of others, better adapted to correet 

the errors of their education. 

( . Conceiving that any scheme for ameliorating the 

condition of the Gypsies, would not only be premature, 

"tit migllt prov.e highly injudicious, before obtaining 1L 

knowledge .of their history, the author bas endeavour~ 

to coUect, frem the most authentic Eur-opean autho

rities io which he.could have access, a general ;view of 

this people, in the different parts of the world to which 

tbey bave resorted; and from these and the oth"" 

«ources of information, he bas subjoined accounts of 

their state in Great Britain, -and of tile suggestions 

offered by «her individuals for their improvement; 

condllding the subject with a review of the whole, and 

proposing a plan to be set on foot ·lOr aeeomplishing tbM 

desirable o')ject. ') ( 
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HISTORICAL SURVEY, 

&c. 
. . ~ 

'.-
" 

SECTION I. 

,Yario.. appellation.s of them-'-Their' arrival i,., 
Europe.' . 

T~E diiTerent ·appellations by' which the 

People whom we denominate Gypsies, have 

heen distinguisbed~ appear generally to have' 

had reference to the countries, from which it 
was supposed. they had emigrated. 

. Grell~nn states, that the French, ba ving the~ 

first accounts of them from Bohemia, gave 

tbem' -the D8'me of. Bohemiens, Bohemians." 

That the ~uteh apprehending tbeY'came from 

Egypt, called them Hegdens, fleathens. In 

Denmark, Sweden, and in some parts of Ger~ , 

,.an" Tartars were thought· of. The .~ors" 

B 
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10 BJ8TORleAL SUR VEY 

and Arabians, percei ving the propensity the: 

Gyp8i~s had to thieving, adopted the name 
Ckar~mi, Bobbers" for them. ' 

. In Hungary, they w~re formerly called Pha
raohites, (Pharaoh N epek) Pharaoh's people; 
.nd the vulgar in Transylvania continue that 
name for them. The idea of the English ap

pears to be similar, in denominating them 

Gypsies, Egyptians; as is, that, of the Por~ 

tuguese and Spaniards, in calling them GitaRos. 

But the name Zigevners, obtained the most 

extensive adoption, and apparently not with~t 

cause; for tile word Zigeuner,' signifies to 

wander up and down-for which reason, it ~ 
eaid, our German ancestors denominated every. 
.trolling vagrant Zichegaa. 

The Gypsies are called not only in all Ger. 

Ulany, Italy, an.d Hungary 7:%iganys; but 
frequentl.,. in 'fr8l\sy!vania, Wallachia and 

)IQldavia, Cyganis,., B""t the Turks, and other 

~~er.n nations DBlQe th~~~ Tsckange1U!8. 
'.f~e origin of tllis peOple \!~s beep a, subject, 

()f inquiry for more than th~~ \l1rlndred' year~., 

l!o.n1 :pe~ons ha v~ ~~~ a~~iQus tQ d~vet 
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'"- -w'l1ethese guests .were, that, unknoWJl ·.aD. 

~f uDiavited, CalBei. Eu,repe ill .the fifteeatb 

~~ centllry., Jlnd have choseD e.v.er iince t9 COI\

oM tinue i. this qua~r:t~r the gl.he~" 

Contineatal.writel'.llstate, that it is .incre4ible 

tlow .JUI·mp.J't)us .the hordes. of.tbia people ar~ 

~Bd how.wdle)y dispersed ewer the face of .the 

<earth. .They wander about .in.. A.sia, the in

.riel' er· AfriCa, and .ha.v.e .established .theDl~ 

.elves in most "r the oountrjes.ef ;Europ~ 

~rellmanB .is .r .epin..ien,. that America is t.he 

.. n]y par.t of. .the w.GJ'ld, i. wJ:a.ich .they,are not 

know.. ;rhougb ,De mention. appears :to he 

~de. oftheya b, A.uthors w.ho have wr.itten. Qil 

abat quar.teref .theg.lobe; yet ;00. Aoubt re-o 

maiDS, of ,theirhaving,bee.n jn. Eur?pe .nearl, 

lour hURdred ~arl. 

, Wilhellll Dilrit·/t in Ilis BRU1.CUEN Clwonik, 

.cit 229; beYll Jabr 1414, inf«IDS ·.us they 

:ar:lved. the AIDe year in tbe H.e8lian .terrJ .. 

toriea.; :but·DO mentioa ·of them appears U. t~e 
public. prints till three year8.afterward. Men .. 

"ion is made of their 'being in Germany as 

... rl:N-:as the sear 1.t~.7 ~ w!len they .. appe81~d 

p2 
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:12 UISTORICAL 8URV8Y 

. .. 
in the vicinity of the North sea. Fabricius, . iI\ 
A.lUlQlibb MisR, says, they were driveu from 

<, 

l\feissen in lUG, ·but Calvisiua corrects tbis 

date by changing it to 1418 • 

. -Sir. Thomas Browne in his'~ Vulgar Errol·s,"·' 

page 287, says, '"' their first appearance was in 

Gerinany, since the year 1 ~OO; nor ·were they; 

ehlerved before.in other parts of Europe, as is 

dedu.oible from Munster, G~ebrard, Krantziu8 

and Ortelius.?'. 

. In. Germany they spread ~ rapidly, tbat 

in 1418, their names . wer.e recorded in the 

annual publications. of various puts of the 

coun~ry. They travelled in hordell" each haviD3· 

bis leader, som~times called Couat, others 

had the title of Dukes, .(}r ~ol'ds of LeSSeI'! 

~gypt. 

In 1418 they were found in Switzerland, 

~nd· in the country. of tbe Grisons; and in 1422 

they. made their appeara~ce. in Italy. fho 

Bologna Chronicle states, that the horde. ~hich 

arrived in tbat city, on the 18th of July, 1422~ 

~nsisted of about one hundred men, the name 

~f wh9se.leader, or Duke as tbey te1'lued \li~ 

r .~ 
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. OF THE orpSU:Sl 13 

~ A.ndreu. They travelled from Bologna 

10 Forli" intending to pal the Pope a' visit" at 
Bome~ ". _ " 

Theit appearance in France bears the dattf 

~f ] 427, when the French say, they ~tr8gg1f>..d 

about Paris, having arrived. on the 17th ,d~ of 

August in that year, 

. German. Historians are agreed, that· wben 

. the Gypsies 'first made their appearance in 

, Europe; they chose to be considered a8 PH· 

grim!; :and tha~ their profession met with the 

more ready belief, as it coincided with the in

f&tuation'ofthe t.ime8~ The learned Grellmann 

states, that several old writings mention the 

credulity; with wbich people cherished the 

ideaJ tbat the1 wt-re real pilgrims and ,holy , 

perSons; thn it not only procured for them 

toleration; but safe-conducts in many places. 

Munster, declar(!s, that the.y carried· about 

with them passports and seals from ,tbe Em

peror Siglsmund~ and other PrinceB; by Uletns 

of which, tbey had free passage through die .... 

{erent countries and cities; and that, he had 
'~' 

-a 
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II Rl'i'rOlt'fC'«:'te'Jt not 

bimseIraeen" aii attested: ~dpy or'sueh'arle~ 
iA the potsessioo ()f sQrne G,psie. at Eberbaeb.' _ 

Kl!8utz) Stumpf,. Gl!ler,. and. Laureat"ts 
Paknirenus, aU ·8i.-ein: this statement.. The 

Gypsie. at Belogna alse- sho..wed aJl' iustra.men' 

froot. SigiSBlUOd..; but he appear. to. have

granted this to them,. DOt 8& E .. per01'~aBd illt 
Geiman.y;. But m H lIngary,. aad .rt King or 

J.lungary.. A pus. ef UJacHsIaUS. II ... might al. 

},eq,uot~d, wllieb. tbe G;,psies -()btai'ned cbie1l, 

&8 account ()( their ·supposed. sandiiy' and piI .. 

grimage.. In 1'raasylvallia,. it isassertedtbey 

tec~ived letters "of proteetioll from tbe Hou" 
f)r Batho,y-.. 

Webner 'M,., :t'ha:t the 'Gypsies i~ France
'fluoted 'anden~ 'P .. ivil~ges:, graDted to them l1y 

the former Kings oftl)at country. 

CrusiusJ. WUl'8tisefl., and 6uler,me~tien pa..r 

flal . permissions 'for' 'walitlerhlg uumolested 

through all Christian 'Countries; as 19n9' aslih~ 

i,riii of their pilgrhnage lasted'; 'whiCh 'they 

aSSerted .·was seven years. But' at the' ~xP'" 

_twD of thai terul, they represented tbat t:betr 
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0" THE GYPSIES. _ 

ieturn ,.ome was prevented ,by -soldiers sta ... 
tiooed to intercept" them. -

The Jmpres~ion their pretensions ,had made 

on the people among wbolD they came, did not 

entirely subside during haIfa century ; but 

-afterward, " the Gypsies being watched with a 

more jealQus eye, it appeared' but too clea~y" 

1hat, instead ofboly pilgrims,. they were the 

mere refuse of humanity, who, often, under 

pretexts of safe-conducts, committed all man

Der of excesses. 

Their impositions being detected, it is pro

bable some of them were reduced to the ne

cessity of having recourse to legitimate mean. 

of subsistence, for within thirty years after

ward, we have aceounts of Gypsies in Hungary 

being employed in the working of iron. This 

occupation, appears from old, writings, to have 

been a favourite one with them. Belloniu. 

also_ takes- notice of its being so; and there is 

a recOrd of the Hungarian King Uladislaus, in 

the year 1496, cited by the Abbe Pray in hi. 

Annals; and by Friedwalskg in his Mine

raloQ, wherein it is ordered, " 7'hat efJt'1l 

B.4 

r. 
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If HISTotUCAL SURVEr. 

office§F a'fful t§Fhate"~1§F §Fan4' a~~f/ 

CO'ff@ditio@~'P d'{'ff all§F!;w to Th§Fma§F P§Flg@'ffr, t~'a,£te,. 

of tW§Fnttt-ji§Fe t§Fa"'ffler!g~ng . -
fr~:e a'ff§d lFift a'ff:co€isnl 

tomlF!Jlest hi'ff:n, 3[11' t?is p~'§Fpl!J!J; , ... "".", ... ;;", tkeg 

hi'ff!Jl p§Fep!J:!r&::f/ st§Fre:! for Bisk4?p 



SECTION tt. 

• ''0\ 
, " 

To' propose means for improving tbe eon.a 
dition of Gypsi~s, before we have informed 

ourselves of their real state; a'nd wast bas been 

~one fQr them, would be as iujndieious, as fOJ 

a Physician to prescribe for a patient1 withou~ 

lJeing acquainted with tbe nature or exteRt of 

,his disease, and the means attempted for hi, 

cure. To form a just opinion, on the case of 

the Gypsies, it appears necessary to ascertain 

their gel1e~1 habits, and their mode of life. 

From Pasquier's Bee-herches de fa Fra"ce, • B. IV. C. 9, is selected the following account 

of the Gypsies, in tbat country: "On August 

11th, 1427, came to Paris, twelve Penitents, 

~e"a"eierB, as they called themselves, viz: 

• Duke, an Earl, and ten men, all on horse,,: 
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HISTORICAL lWaVE)' 

back, and calling themselves good christians. 

They were of Lower Egypt, and gave out, that 

Dot long before, tbe christians had subdued 

their country, and obliged them to embrace. 

christianity, on pain of being put to death •. 

Those wbo were baptized, were great Lords in 

_their own country; and had a King and Queen 

there.' Some time after their conversion, th~ 

Sal'8cena Qver- ran their country, and obliged 

*bem to renounce cllristianity. 

. "When the Emperor of Germany, the King 

of Poland, and otber christian Princes,. beard 

of this, they fell upon them, and obliged the 

wbole of them, both great and small, to quit 

their country, and go to tbe Pope at Rome·; 

who enjoined tbem seven years' penance, to 

waRder over tbe world, witbout lying in a bed. 

Tiley bad been 'wande,ing five years when 

they came to Paris; first· the principal people, 

and soon. after the commonalty, about 100, ,or 

/" 1'20, reduced from 1000, or 1200, when they 

came from home; tbe rest being dead, witll 
their King and Queen. They were lodged by 

the poliee, out of ·the city, at Chapel St . .Denis: , 
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",.. ~'~.IE& " I. 

.. f "':: Nearly all of them had their ears borecl;; 

and one, or two fJil Y~I rings'ill-each, which tbey , 

liid were esteemed or_ments iA their eountry. 

The mel' were black, :their bair eurlecl; the 

wOlDen remarkablyblaek, all their lsees scar.!t 

reti,deplp,ez, their hair black, their only 

Ciothe_ a . large old shaggy garmell~,'JIoNO'!Ie, 

tied, over the ahQulder.tJwitlt a eloth 0, cord,. 

ash, llm~ and UDder it a poor p~ttieoat, rfHJ-'. 
In short, they 'were the pomest miserable crea, .. 

tures'that bad ever ~II seeR in Fraace; an.

IlOtwithstandiQ.g their poverty, ~ shere were 

ampDg them ,:w~eD., who by looking iot..

people's hands, 'told their wrtUDes.. And, what 

was '~orse, ;they pick~ people~spocket$ ,or' 
,'their money; saul got it into,their ow,a, ~hNUgh 

telling these thiltgs .by.art"magie, &c. ' 

, " : But though this was ,tb~ eOllul1wrepoJt~ 

I spoke to them seve,ralti~,.yet I never lOi~ 

ar~fartliil1g·by~them.; ,or . ever saw tbem look 

inttJ.'peop1e'.·haDds. :But, the ,Bish~p of Paris,. 

lteal'iRg of i~,. went to 1Ibem ,witb a Friar 

Preacherilnamed'Lepeli,'J_fJbifl, who, by the, 

Bishop's o,del", 'preached .. -a ,serUlOll" c~c~ .. 
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.. lilSTORleAL BURn", 

.auDicating all the men and women wlu;. pt~" 

~nded to believe these things; and had be~·· 

lieyed in them,. and shown their hands; and it 

was agreed that they should go away, and they 

departed forPontoise, in September; 

. , " This was copied from an old boO·~ in the 

form or Ii journal; d.raw~ up by a .doctor of 

divinity in Paris, .wbicb fell into the bands of 

. Pasquier; who remarks upon it,' that however. 

the story of Ii penance SRYOUr" of a trick; these 

people wandered up and down Franee,. under 

the eye, and wit.h the knowledge of the nia". 

gistrates, fot 100, or. 120 y~ars. At lengthf 

in 1661; an edict.was ilJSued, eommantiing all 

otlioors of justice, to turn out of· tbe kingdom; 

j~the 'paee of two months,' under pain of the 

gallies, and corporal punlsh~efit; all men, wo~ 

men and children; who assumed the Dame of 

Bohemieft.ll, or .Egyptiansl' 

Dufresne, in his GJO$S8.I')'.V. &!gjlJtia~j, eon ... 

firms Pasq~ier's character of them iii these 

words: ." lEgyptiaei, Gallice Eg)'ptiens, Bo

bemiens, vagi homines, hllrioli, et fatidici, qui 

bac. et iliac errantes, ·ex manu inspecuone (u-:. 
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. 01' THE GYPltlg.~."· ... 

'iura' prresagire se fingunt; ut de marsupiis 

·iucautorum nummos corrogeut;" which may 

.,e thus trallslat~d, "Egyptians called by the 

frend) Egyptiens, Bohemiens, vagabonds, 

soothsayers and 'fortunt>~teners, who, wander

jng lJP and dowq, pretend to Coretel future 

events from' tbo inspection of the hand, for the 

purpose of obtaining money from: pel'lOIlS .not 

careful of their purse8~ ~c~" 

. Grellmann spea.l~s of Gypsies 'f being nu1ll.e~· 

rous in J.Jorraine aud Alsatia, 'before the FrencQ 

Revolution, but especially in the forests of ~or

raine. They incr~ed in tbis district, in con.' 

sequence of their having been assiduously 

looked after in the dominions of the late Duke 

Deux-Ponts, arid driven from thence; whither. 

his successor would not· sutrer them to r.eturli:' 

He adds, that an order of the provincial CQuncil, 

held at Tarragona, in 1591, subjected them .to 

tbe magistrates; as peOple" quos vix constat 

esse Chri~tian08, nisi ex eorum relatione, cum 

\amen sint'mendaces, fures, deceptores,' et aliia 

~eleribus multi corum assueti;" in English., 

~i 'rho are 8Cilrccly allowed tP, ~ Chl'jf!tian~, 
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~xcept from their .own 'aCOOllnt .of' them8el~ 

aeeiog they are liars, 'ihiev-es, -cheats, ad mall, 

or them accustomed -to ptherkinda of ·wick

_sess."· 

Twiu, iD his Travels p. 1?9, gives the ·101-

lowiag accquilt of them -ia SpaiD: -" They ale 

"ery numerous·about,.and ia, MW'cia., Cordova. 

£odi_, ad Rond.a.The -race of·theBe vaga
boads is found ill. .every put of Europe. The . 

Wrench can·them Bolemi.eu, the kaliaBS Zia

!lari, tbe' Germans" ZiegBllaers, -the Dutcll 

BegtJm.m, Pagans, the· Portuguese SigaMJ$, 

and the.Spafllards Gitano., in Latin, Ci"fiari. 
4'Their language; which is peculiar to tbein~ 

.elves,is el'ery where 80 limilar, that they· are 

undOubtedJ., all derived from the .. me source.. 

-They OOgaD' to . appear in Europe in· the l~th 

century, aild are probably a midui'eof Egyp

tio. and Etbiopians. The men are aU thieves, 

and the w()men libertines.. They follow no 

eertaio trade, and have no fixed religion. 

They do not· entel' into the os:der of society, 

"herein they are ()nly tolerated. It is sup

posed there are upwards of forty tboU8and of 
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,"1'- TilE GTPIIU!a. 

them in Spain; 'great numbers of them an. 

innkeepers in the villages, and small towns_; 

.nd they are every where fortune-tellers. 

" In Spain~ they are not allowed to· posse .. 

any lands, 110r even to 8e"e as soldiers. They 

marry among thems~l ves, stroll 'in troops) ailQut 

the country, and bury their'dead under "atet~' 

Their ignorance prevents their employing 

tbenutelves in any thing, but in providing fet' 

the immediate wanta of nature; beyond wbiett 

even their roguishness does not· extend; and; 

only-endeavouring to IBve themselves tbe trou

ble of labour, tbey ar~, ooritented if tbey ~~. 
procure food by .. bowing feats of dexterity i 
and only pilfer W .upply tbemselves 'with the 

triles they want; . 10 tbat they never rende. 

themselves liable to any aeverer chastisemetltj 

than that of whipping, fol' baving stolen 

chickens, linen, &c. Moat of the weQ have a 
lIDattering of physic and, surgery, and are 'skU

ful in trick. performed by slight of hand." 

~, The foregoing account is partly extracted 

tromLe Voyageur PraafDu, Vol. XVI.; bat 
tbe assertion that they are all _ ~bandoned, 
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as tbat author _ys, is too general. I have 

lodged many times 'in their houses, and never 

missed the most trifling things, though I have 

left my knives, forks, candlesticks, spoons, 

ad linen at tbeir mercy." 

Swinburne states, that " they swarm niore 

in the province of Granada, than in any othe~ 

part of the ,realm. This singular sect have 

kept themselves separate from the rest of man .. 

. kind ev!!r since tbeir first appearance which 

lias been recorded in history: 

, "Their originremailll a problem not to "be 

18tisfactorily solved; and I doubt whether' the 

~jtanos tbemselves, bave any secret tradition 

thQt Iilight lead to a discov~ry of wbat they 

.. e~y were in. the beginning, or from what 

~untry they came. The received' opinion seta 

tbem down a8 Egyptians, and makes them out 

.. to be the descendeilts of those vagabond' vo~ 

taries of Isis, wbo appear to'bave exerCised, in 

ancient Rome, pretty much the same pro .. 

fession as that followed, by the present Gypsies, 

viz': fortune- telljng, strolling up aDd down, 

~~ pilferipg. 
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OF TilE GYPSIES. 

c' Few of them employed tbem8eI,-es in work' 

of husbandry .. or handicrafts; indeed tlie ~pa .. 

'lliards would not work with them. Except a 
.mall part of them who foIl9W the trades of 

~lacksmitbs, and vintners, most of, th~m are 

'makers of ironriilgs, and otber litHe trifles, 

rather to prevent their being laid, boW, of aa 

vagrants, than really as a means of subsistence. 

8everal of them travel about as carriers and 

_ :pedlars . 

. , " Though they COliform to'the Roman Ca ... 

-tholic mode of worship, they are looked: upon 

,in the light of unbelievers; but I never could 

meet witb -any body tbat pretended to say what 

their private faith and religion may be: All 

,the Gypsies I have conversed with, assured me 

of tbeir sound catholicism; and I have seen 

tbe medal of Nuestra,Senora del Carmel 

sewed on the sleeves of several of their women. 

" They seldom \'enture on any crimes that 

may endanger their lives; petty larceny is tbe 

utmost extent of their roguishness. 

" The men are tall, well built, and swartby" 

with a bad-scowling eye, aud a kind of. favori~ 

c 

Digitized by Coogle 



• 

HtlTOItICAL BUIt.VEY 

lock' 0" hair leCt to grow dqwn befQ,re tbei, 

ears, '" hieh rather increqe, the gloomine~ of 
their features; their WQmen ar~ llimble anljl 

8upple jpinted; ",he.ll young th~y ,re gen~~lll 

ha~~sqme, with ,fi~e bl~ek ~y~8. '.fheir ear, 
~~d necks are loaded with trinkets and baublelb 

and most of th~m we~r a large patch on eac\l 
I , 

~m~e,'~ 

Of. the Italian GYPfies" tll~ ~m.e, tr,vel~ 

1n his journey through Calabria, p. 3Q4, give,a 
• I • ~ " ~ 

the foll~wiqg ,~~unt; ~~ Th~ h,mdl~rd. o~ 

i ~h~ ~~ ,~ ~i~i~ ~llr.D~_tly :feC9m~~nded t~ 

the· 8ervall~ t~ leave. nothing. ~)1d of 41,)Oq, 
, ' . ... I r ~: , 

as there ~a~ ~n en~Wp.ment of ~ingari, 9r 
Gypsies, ~bo. would, l~y th~ir. h~nd~ upon aqy 

. , . . '.. '. 
part of ~he baggag~, ~ha~ ~a~ not watch~ 
with the ~tri~test attenti«:>n. ~is ~~~ion le,d 

me to aD: i~quh;,y i~to ~he ~~a~e 9.f tbis. ~traDge 
, • I t ... , 

tribe of vagr~nts, ot whom • ha(i' seen gre~ • .t . .' , .' : ,'t. ,"",' .,. 
. numbers i~ Spain. TIl~ re8',11~ of ~his ~c;:c~unt, 

~ombiQed wi~h th?se I had receiv~~ fro:.\D 
. "'". I, '. .'" • 

others, is alt follows; 
'. , 

" The Gypsies of Calabri~ ~9 n9t eODtr8c~ 
,.lliances with ~n,. o~her class of illhabita~v.;, 
\>ut marry amoD~ themselves, .... 

) ~ "'.. .. 
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~, It is not possible to say where they reside~ 

as they have no fixed habitations; and con

sequently possess neither house nor land, but 

pitch their tents wherever they think proper to 

make any stay. They support life by the pro

tts of handicrafts i but more by swapping ~~ 

~~d horses. 

f' They generally work in iron, and make' 

trivets, knitting needles, bodkins, and such 

trifles, 'f'heir dress i, extremely shabby;. 

tbey shave tlteir ~hlns, but indulge a great 

length of hairJ whicb they seldom disturb with' 

either comb 0, SCiS88~, 
, "As to their religiQlh it is a sccrct which 

they keep Iock~ up in *heir OWIl breasts. 

They seem to have no great yel\erati~n for tbe 

Virgin Mary, but are supposed to lJelieve in 

Christ. All the proof we have of tbei ... "~lier, 

depends upon appea'rances, and an ocC8$ipnal 

eonforming to the ceremonies of the Roman 

Catholic religion,' in marriages, burials, &c. ~ 

but if the priests start any difficulties, they ma

nHg~ the matter without their interference, and 

perform the functions according to their o~.Q 

c2 
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~eremonies, which in many points resemble 

those of"the heathens. 

" At their weddings they carry torches, and 

have paranymphs to give the bride away, witt. 

lOany other unusual rites. 

" It is in reality, almost absurd to talk 

of the religion of a set of people, whose moral 

characters are so depraved, as to make it evi

dent they believe in notbing capable of being 

a . check to their passions. They are usually 

accounted pilferers, cbeats, faithless, and ahan .. 

<loned to dissoluteness. 

" They tell fortunes, and play juggling 

tricks, just as they' do in all other countries 

where they are to be found. In 11;60, they 

'were banished the kingdom as thieves, cheats,· 

and spies for the Turks. III 1.569 and 168.>; 

tbe order was resuQIed, but not being enforced, 

bad little effect~ 

" A Gypsey being brought to trial for alar .. 

ceny, declared, tbat his law allowed him to 

take as much from others, eyery day, us sur ... 
ficed for bis maintenance. 
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OF THE' GYPSIES.' 

" These people make 'use' of two languages, 

one Calabrian, with a foreign accent and pro

nunciation; the otber a peculiar one of their 

own, wbich in sound, seems to have great a~

nity to the Oriental tongues; and is spoken 

when they have lecrets to impart to each other. 

They sleep like dogs in a kennel, mf'n, WQ

men, and children huddled together." 

The learned Grellmann states, that" Gypsies 

were . univ~rsally to be found in Italy; inso

much, that even Sicily and Sarainia were not 

free from them. 

" But they were the most numerous in the do~ 

minions of the church; probably because there 

was the worst police, with much superstition. 

By the former they were left undisturbed; 

and the latter enticed them to deceive the 

ignorant, as it afforded them an opportunity 

of obtaining a plentiful contribution, by their 

fortune-telling and enchimted ainulet~. 
"There was a general law throughout Italy, 

that no Gypsey sllould remain more than two 

nights.· in any one plac~. By this regulatioll~ 

it iJl true, no place retained its guest long;, but 

c3 
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no sooner was one gone, than another came ia 
his room. It was a continual circle, and q~iie 

. as convenient to them, as a perfect toleration 

would have been. Italy rather suffered, than 

benefited, by this Jaw; a8, by keeping those 

people in con~tant motion, they would do more 

. mischief there, than in places where they were 

permitted to remain stationary." 

it appears from the Dissertation or Grell .. 

mann, that he had examined with great care 

and attention, tbe continental autborities on 
tbe subject of Gypsies. He asserts, that " In· 
_Poland and Lithuania, as well as in Courland; 

,there is an amazing number of Gyp~ies. 

" That they are to he found in Denmark and 

·Sw.eden, is certain, but how numerous they are 

in those countries we cannot pronounce, and 

tberefore proc~ed to the south east of Europe •. 

" The countries in this part seem to be the 

general rendezvous of the Gypsies; their num. 

ber amounts in Hungary, according to a pro .. 
bab1e statement, to upwards of 00,000. 

" Cantemir says, the Gypsies are dispersed a.11 '. 

over Moldavia, where evcr~ Baron bas seyera{ 

families of them subject to him. 
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" In WaUacbia and tbe Sclavonian mountains, 

they are quite as numerous. Bessarabia, all 

Tartary, Bulgaria, Greece, and Romania, 

swarm with tbem; even in Constantinople 

they are innumerable. In Romania, a large 

1ract of Mount Hremus, which they inhabit, haa 

acquired from them the name T8chenghe "'al
Itan, tbe Gypsey fuountain. This district ex

tends from the city Aydoa, quite to Pbillipopolis. 

and c.ontains more Gypsies tban any other pro

vince in the Turkish empite.u 

Our countryman Edward naniel Clark, in 
his travels in Russia, Tartary, &c. so lately a. 

tbe yea, 1800, states, " that after the ceremony 

of the resurrection at Moscow, a pa~y of 

Gypsies were performing the national dance. 

~alled Barina; others were telling fwtunes, 

according to their universal practice, or beg

ging', for presents of oranges or ice •. 

" This extraordinary people, found ita all 
parts of Europe" were originally hne of the 

Castes of India, driven out of their territory. 

and distinguished among Indian tribes, by a 

Dame which signifies thieves. They have a ai .. 
c4 
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milar appellation among the Fins, aud with 

tbe same signification. 

" _ They preserve every where tbe same fea

tures, manners, and customs, aud what is more 

remarkable, almost always the. same mode of 

dress. The extraordinary resemblance of the 

'female Gypsies to the women of India, was re:

marked by tbe British officers and men, in 

Egypt, when General Baird arrived with his 
" 

army to joiu Lord Hutch.inson. The Sea-poys 

had many of their women with them, who were 

exactly like our Gypsies. 

" In their dress, tbey lavish ,all their finer, 

upon their beads. Their costume in Russia 

is very different to tbat of the natives. Th;e 

Russians bold t1)(~m in great contempt; never 

... speaking of t~lem without, abuse; and feel 

themselves contaminated by their touch, unless 

it be to have their fortunes told. Formerly 

they were more scattered over Russia, and ,paid 

110 tribute; but -·uow tbey are collected, and 

all belong to one nobleman, to whom th~y 
. .' , 

pay a certain tribute, and work among tile 

numQer of bis slaves." 
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p,. 209, he writ~s: "At Woronetz, the Gyp

aey tribe ar~ ~ery prevalent, and ~ mixed race, 

resulting from their· intermarriage with t~ 

Russians." 

Dr. Clarke observes, Chap. 18, p. 440, 4'~ 

of his Travels, between Ker~hy and Caft'l,l, i~ 

the Crimea: "'In the villages'we found partiea 

of Tzigankies or Gypsies, encamped as we see 

them in England, but having their tentsst~

tioned between their waggons, in wbich· the~ 
move about the country. 

" Poultry, cats, dogs, ~nd horses, were ree4~ 

jng all round them,. seeming like members. of 

the same family. The Gypsies are much en

couraged by, the Tartars, who allow them ~ 

encamp in the midst of their villages, where 

tbey exercise the several functions of smabs,.· 

musicians, and astrologers. Maliy of them ar~ 

'Wealthy, possessing fine horses, and plenty of 

other cattle; but their way of life, whether 

rich or poor, is 81 ways the same. As we en

tered their tents they arose, and cast a sheep's 

hide over tbeir bodies. The filth. and stench 

of tilese' people were abominable." 
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tn the second. part of his Travels, p. 644'; 
he writes respecting the Gypiies: "lVe found 

this people in N atiplia, under the name they 

bear in l\lolda"iaj of Tchinganes. How tbey 

ealhe thither iio one knew; but the match of 

their ancestors, from tbe North of India to 

Europe, so lately as the beginhing of tbe 16tli 

century, will accourit for their llot being found 

Curtber towatds tbe Soutb; and this is now 80 

well asceriaiHed, that no one wijuld expect to 

meet a Uypsey; upon any df the southern shares 

of the :M:editerrarieiui. 

" To ba"e found thein in tlie Peloi>obnesu~ 
is rather remarkable, considering tbat theit 

whole tribe at first did not exceed half Ii 

million.-

In the Traveis, written by Bell, of Ali .... 

leruiony, Vol. 2, p. 1.57, be states: " During 

my day at Toboiski, I was iilformed that a 
large troop of Oypsics bad been lately at that 

place~ to the number of sixty or upwards. 

The Russians call these vagabonds, T%,ggaflY. 

Their sorry baggage was carried upon horses 

and aSSC$. The Vice-Governor seut for the 
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chief of this gang, and demanded whithet thet 

were going. They answered to China •. He 
stopped their progress and sent them back." 

" Bishop Pocooke met with these people, stiR 

further to the Eastward. He says, the Chin

gani, who are spread all over the world, a~ 

in great abundance in the North of Syria, and 

pass for Mahometans. They live under ten~, 

and sometimes in grots under ground. 

"They make a coarse sort of tapestry, dr 

earpet work, for hangings of saddles and other 

uses; and wben they are not far from towns, 

deal much in cattle, and have a much better 

character than their relations in Hungary, and 

the Gypsies in England; who are thougbt by 

'lome to have been originally of the same tribe • 

. "These and the Turcomen, with regard to 

offence, are under the Pasha and Cadi; though 

they have a sheik to every encampment, and se

l·era} great ones over them: but witb regard to 
taxes, they are immediately under the Grand 

Seignior; whose tribute is collected yearly, by 

an offic~r over each of these people; one being 

called the Turcomau-A"asi, an officer of great 
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~redit, and the other the Chingani-Agasi, who 

Iff' ~und the Tlirkish dominions to collect the 

tai-es fro~ these people." Travels, Vol. 2, 

Part 1, p. 207, 208. 

Grellmann says: ~ Independently of the 

.umber of Gypsies in Egyp*, and some parts 

or Asia, could we obtain an exact estimate of 

,them in the countries of Europe, the immense 

D~mber .... ould probably- greatly exceed "hat 

.we have any idea of. At a moderate calcu

lation, without being extravagant, they might 

be reckoned at betwE'en seven and eight hun

.dred thousand. 

"What a serious matter of consideration, 

. when we reflect that the greatest part of these 

people, are idlers, cheats, and thieves! 

"What a field does tbis open for the con .. 

te~plation of Governments!" 
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SECTION lII. 

TAe Habit" Occupation" and Polity' of Conti
Rental' Gypsie,. 

THE first of tbem fllat came to Europe, ap

peared ragged and miserable, unless we allow 

their leaders to have been an exception. In. 
like manner their descendants have continued 

for hundreds of years, and still remain. This 

is particularly remarkabl~ in the countries 

about the mouth of the Danube, wbicb abound 

witb Gypsies; namely Transylvania, Hungary, 

and Turkey, in Europe; wbere they dress 

even more negligent1y tban in other parts. 

It is a fact that these people enjoy a good 

atate of bealth more uninterruptedly, and per

fectly, than persons of the most regular habits, 

and who pay the greatest attention to them .. 

• elves. Neither wet nor dry weather, heat nor 

cold, let thf; extremes follow each other ever 
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80 quickly, seem to have any, eft"ect upon tbem. 

Any prevailing sickness, or epidemical dis

order, sooner penetrates into ten habitations of 

civilized people, than ond. its way intg a Gyp. 

~l's ~nt. 

Though they are fond of a great I degree of 

'beat, and to lie so near the fire, as to be in 

danger of burning, yet they can bear to travel 

in the severest cold, bareheaded, with no other 

eovering than some old rags Carelessly throwD 

pverthem. 

The ~uses of these bodily qualities, or at 

.1ea~t SQme pf them, evidently arise from their 

~ducation, and hardy manner of life. 

The. pitiless mother takes her tbree months 

old child on her back, and wanders about, in 

Jair and f()ul w~ather, in heat or cold; there it 

.sits winter and summer, in a linen rug, with 

Us head over her shoulder. Gypsey women 

never use a cradle, nor even possess such a 

piece of furniture. The child sleeps in their 

. arms, or on the ground. \Vhen a boy attaif\l 

,hree years of age, his lot becomes still harder. 

'V~ilBt an i~rant, and his age reckoned by 

,-
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,re~lfs aqd ~onth~, be w~ wrap~ in rags, bu~ 
~ow deprived of these, h~ is equa~ly ",ith his 

parents, eXPQs~d t~ the rigo~r of th~ el~ments, 

fqr wan~ ~f coyer~~g; ~e ~s ~Q'Y p~t to tria~ 
~~w fa~ hi, legs will carry him; .,lld mu~ be 
content to travel about with, at most, no othe~ 
defence for his feet than thin socks. , 
.'. . 

r~ulf h~ a~uife~ a ~~bust constitution bl 
. . 

hardships .,n~ mi~~rl ~ b~~ ~~ou,gh ~h~ ch.i~dre~ 
pf Gyp~i~s do ~ot par~k~ of what the r~fine~ 
menta of art and of tenderness would account , . 
advantag~s~ w~i~~s a~.e unanimous ill stating, 

*~e~ a~~ ~o~d-l~king~ wel1-s~aped, lively, 
clever, flnd have fine eyes. The'Gypsies, in 
·1 " I f. ' I',· 

fomtp,o~ w~th uncivi1iz~ pe~ple, e~~ertain ~D:~ 

bounded love for their c~ildre~. Tills is a 
I,'. • ,. ; .,,' •• • 

80urce of inexcusa~le ~e~le~t ~ Gyp~y cbil~ 
dren never feel the rod, they fly into the lDost 

• •••••• I , 

yio~ent pa~ions, and at th.e ~m.e time ~ear II:~-

~bill; fr~m ~heir p~rent~ bu~ ~atterin, an~ 

~xil1g~ In retur~ they ~ct "i~h i~g~titude, 88 
~s commonly the consequence of such ed':lcation. 

Gypsies would long ago have been divested 

of ~heir sw~rtby complexions, had they disco~. 
{.. . '. , 
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tjn~ed their filthy 'mode of living. The Lap. 
landers, Samoieds, as well as the' Siberians, 

likewise, have brown, yellow-coloured skins, 

in consequence of living from their childhood, 

in' smoke and dirt, in the same manner as the 

Gypsies. 

Experience shows that their dark colour, 

'Which is continued. from generation to gene-· 

ration, is more the' effect of. education, and 

manner of life, than of descent. Among those 

who serve in t Tmperial army, where they 

have ll'arned to pay· ath .. uon to order and 

eleanliness, tbere are many to be found, whose 

extraction is not at all discernible in their co .. ' 

lour; tbougb they bad, probably, remained to 

1be- age of twelve or fourteen years under the 
aare of their filthy parents. 

"A Gypsey considers a covering for the bead 

as useless, and, i~ he does not obtain· socks,' 

'lfbich the female Gypsies in Moldavia and 

Wallachia Imit with wooden needles for the 

'feet, he winds rags about tbem, whicb arc laid' 

aside in summer. He is not bettcr furnished' 

1fitb linen, as tbc womell neither spin, ~w,· 
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:bOt WBib. 'But thiS inattentiuD Is not from 

'indifference about 'dress ; on the contrary, the, 

are partieularly' fond of dothel, which have 
, I 

'been worn b, people of distinction. The fol-

lowing, wbich appeared iii tbe Impetial Ga
zette, is very much to the purpose ~ "Notwith. 

standing these peop~e are 80 wretched, that tbey 

,have ~qthing but rags to cover them, which do 

Dot at all fit, and ate scarcely aufticient to hide 

their nakedness; yet they betray their foolish 

taste, and vain ostentatiQn,. "h(Nlevet they have 

'au opportunity." T~ lfOmeo' are as fond of 
,dress as the men, and equally expose theD),-

aelves to the ridicule of the co~iderate and 

reft~ting part uf mankind. 

They are remarkable not only in banging 

,their ragged clothes about them instead of g-,. 
men", according to the Eaatern custom; lh. ~ 

,their whole arrangement is singular. Several 

of their leaders have horsea, asses, or mule.t 

with them, on which they load their tents and 

, eft"ecta, with their wbole family also. They hal'. 

likewise dogs in their train, with which I\rantz 

userts they are used illegally, 'to destroy 

It 

Digitized by Coogle 



'.-

game; but probably the dogs are not kept . - ~ 

.$0 ·much for that purpose, _ 8S to t .. ke fowls and 

,ee8e~- ,_ 
.: One strange peculiari~ in the ideas 01 Gypsi$ 
we ha:ve hitherto forborn to mention, but, dis&. 

r •. . . 

~usting. ~~ the task of recording it may be, it 
is so well authenticated, as to ~ave excited the -

'notice of the Hungarian Legislature- r -.ad as tt
will be found to llave some reference to t* 

origia of this singular ~ace of hU1Jlan being., 

. it must not be withheld from . public vie" • 

. The greB:test luxury to them is, when they cap 

'procure 8 roast of cattle tbat have died of an,. 

~istemper:to eat their fill of such a Ineal) is \0 
them . the height of epicurism. . Wben '80f' 

.person· censures their taste, or shows surpTise 

~ at it, they say: "The desh of a beast wb~ 

."God kills, must be latter than that ~f o. 

·kille,d by the hand 9f man." They thcret • 
.. 

rembrace every opportunity of obtaining 'suojl 

.dainties. 

'_ They arc particularly .fond of 8JlimalB filat 

jlavedied,by fire; therefore, whenever a COIl-. . 

.~u,ration has- bapp'e~d,. the· ned d,y, t~ 
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Gypsiel from 1K::VeFY ncigbb€j;jLiring qUiiFter 1K::~ 
~ . 

dFiiw suft~}C8~1K::d, llL}lf~c0~0'0SUlKEie4 

beasts out of the. ashes; men, women, awl' 

children, in troops, joyfully.carrying Hie ftes!). 

to ~heir hwellifRgs~ 

GftftsieF in HUDlftftiry ,ii ho h;J.ve settle4 

Itabitations, 8re very partial to gold ami silve! 

cups, which a 

in iit?mmlKEfi fiRth W1K::fi-

dering tribes.. They let slip no opportu.nity ot 

acquiring som~thing of this. ki~d; apd will 

}&Vefi }tan1K:: thiimselftes pr&xur1K:: it. . llbOihlfJh 

JIeex littkafiihliouf to hiiap lKEp riches for 
their children, yet these freqllently, ilJherit 11 

iireaFure. th~f SOFt; 8Hh 8f1K:: obliged in tlii.Jlir 

as 

This inclination to deprive themselves of ne

~ssaries that they mly pD~ess a superfluity .. 

af othiirs tb1K::2} ci0ftomfg is i%fi'; 

yet apft0}firS to be sneRi:nt; and it WIlJ 

probably inherent in them wht}n they wer~ 

llrst ~n hy EmOptiPlf.ms •. 

BiFtori1K::iiS thiit of ihll1 tbe hile}ihlnt 

people who have migrated into foreign COU,D" 

.1) .2 
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1ries, a single instance is tlot to be foond, wbic"h 

~ accords with that of the Gypsies.' The religious 

rites' and observances of the Jews "~re cal. 

culated to prevent their imbibing the custnm!l' 

and habits of other nations. But it is univer~ 

.Uyadmitted, that'Gypsies did not bring any 

particular religion with them from their native 

~ountry; by lfbieh theY,could be distinguished 

.mong other people; 'being 'as inconstant and 

unsettled respecting religion, a8 they are to 

place Of re8idence~ 
. Indeed it is asserted, tliat do Gyp~y bas any 

idea of submission to allY fited profession ot 
faith; that'parents suffering their children tei 

grow up as themselves, without education' or 

instruction,.tbey acquire littlt> knowledgeeitlJet 

of 'morality or justice; that few of them will 

attend to any discdursloll, religion, but they 

hear it with indifference, if not with impati~nce 
aDd repugnance. Despising all remoo'tranc.e; 

'the,' endeavour to live lvithout the: least s(Jli~, 

citude concerning a future state 'of being.' ~" ' 

:. ,The Turl{s are so f~lly convinced or the 

little religious sincerity possessed, by Gypsies; 
) 
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QI' THE GYPSIJ:.L ill' 

tbat although a Jew, by becoming a Maho

.etan, is freed (rom the payment of the Cha~ 

,.ads(·h, the Gypsies are not·; at least in the' 

neighbourhood of Constantinople, t~ey are' 

oompelled to pay the poll-tax, even though. 

their ancestors for centuries bad been Maho: 

metans, or though ·they should aetua11y bave , 
been a pilgrimage to Mecca. The privilege of . . 

wearing a white turban, is the only advantage 

ttfelr CQnvers~on ~ives tbem, over unbelieving 

J~ws and Gypsies. .' 

: Among warlike nations, many instances hava 
- . 

oecur~d, in which the' peopl~ subdued, being 

more enlightened than their cOllquerors~ the 

latter have adopted the manners of the forlber~ 

After the/conquest of Gr~eee, the Romans as

Burned the' manners of the Greeks; and the 

Turks in like manner assumed those of tbe 

~auls. The MancbeaDs vanquished the Chi': 

tlese, but 'Chinese customs prevailed over those 

.of the Mancheans . ............................ Grellmaftfl. 
Our countryman Dr. Clarke, page '4, of part' 

-tbe second of- bis Travels in Greece, says: 

14 There is every reason 'to bclie\'e that ~he 

.»3' 
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HISTORICAL SURVEY 

Ttlrks .' themselves; at the conquest of C~ 
~tantinople, adopted many of the customs, and 

t'mbraced many of the refinements af a {leople 

t,hey had subdued. 

" Their former habits had been those of no 

lpade tribes, their dwellings were principally 

tents, and the camp, rather than the city, dis

tinguished tt.eir abode.". 

But Grellmann observe., Gypsies who have 

not established themselves by fo~e in anl 

country, nor Q~ined toleration from 8J.lY Go~ 

vernment,remaill unch~~ged. Though they 

behold fixed dweJ.lin~ OIl ~ve~;r side ()f them, 

lVith settled inhabitants,- they. uevertheles,.a 

proceed in their own way, anll ~Ql;'thlue, f9r th~ 
tn()~t p~r*, uDSo~ial,. hQusele$$ wftl\dere~ 

. To their exce!l8ive indolence tlq~ ~verllion t~ 

indus.try, lDay be attributed the pov~rty a" 

lYant which are generally their lots.. They d~ 

like-every kine! of eQlplQYlDent whicb require .. 

application; and had rather suffer hunget and 
."akedness~· than provide ~ainst. the" pri
vations, on t\I.e conditioM of )~bour. They' 

iherefore practise IDUf$ic and palmistry,. 'Thich 
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~THE·GYP.tU. 

allows them many idle hQUI'8; or.aduict diem

.-elves to vicious habits aad Q.nla'l'ful COU~~ 

TJIough DO ODe of .tllem marries a perso~ 'who 

,M not of Gypaey ~xtraction, ~bere is ~ allY 

people among whqm marrjage is c.Qniracted 

with _ co~ideration, or a~omp~iahed with 

Jess aolemBity. 

~ GypSies, who are .u,.tionary, bal'~ re .. · 

gular babitations, accordiag to ti1eirsitua,_ 

in life. To this class ~long thos~ wilp keep 

public.-houIes in Bpain; aud Qtbers in Tran

_~lva.ia and Hungary;who follow lOme regulu 
, 

bu.w.esa; -J1ich latter have their OWD mi~ 

$erable huts Dear HermlUlsiadt, Cl'Dl)Jtadt; 

B.e&tritz, Gl'OUwaratiein, Debrezin, Eperies, 

Kar.cbaa, and other p~ But by far tbe" 

3.ea~r number of these people, lead a "llery 

different kiAd of life; igngpant of tbe oomfol'u 

attending a fixed pIece o/resjden€e, tb~ rove 

6-om &00 district to aoother in hot'4les; llaving 4. 

DO ilabiiatioo, but tents, holes in .be .r.ocks, or 

can.8: -the f~rmer. shade tbem ill aummea:, the 

latter sqeen $hem in wi,gter. 
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. Hany or thesepe&ple, particularly in Ger--: 
1Panyand Spain, do not even carry. tents with

them., but shelter themselves £rom the heat of 

'the'sun, in" forests shaded by the rocki, or be .... 

hind bedges. They are very partial towillOW8!J1 

onder which they erect their sleeping places at 
the close of the evening. Some live in tbeili 

'lents, in their language called Tsclater J during 

},oth aummer and "inter; which latter indeed· 

Gte Gypsies generally prefer. 

: JQ" Hungary, those who have discontinuecl 

'their rambling way of life, aQd built houses for 

ihemselves, seMom let a spring pass without 

''iaking advantage of the lint settled weather ~ . 

to set up a tent for. their summer residence •. 

'lInder th,s, each enjoys himself with his family ~ . 

Il~r thinks of bis ho~se till winter returns, aa4. 
the frost ud snow drive hbnback to it. 

Th~ wapderillg G~paey in Hungary aad: 
. Tl'Rnsylv.~nia, end~vo,u" to procure a horse; 

ill Turkey, Oil _ serve. to carry his wife and 

a cdqple of childr.eQ, with his tent. When he 

arrives at a place he lik.es,. near a village, or:& 

city, be 1IDpac~J pitch~ his tent, tiee).is 
\ "i' • ; 
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.-fmal to' a stake to graze, aDd remains some' , 

weeks there: or if he do not find bis statioB 

oonvenient, he breaks up in a day or two, loads 

his beast, and looks out for a more agreeable 

lituation. His furniture seldom consists of. 

more than an earthen pot, an iron paD, a spoon, 

a jug and a knife; witb sometimes the addition 

-of a dish. Thelie' serve for the w)lole fainily •. 

Working in iron is tbe most usual occupatio. 

of the Gypsies. In Hungary, ~his profession •. 

10 common, that there is a proverb: '~So ..... 
'Gypsies 10 many smiths.~l 

The same may be said of thote' in Traa .. 
1IJlvania, Wallachia, Moldavia, apd all Turke:J. 

in Europe; at least sucb workers in fire are 

'Yery numerous in all thp,se· countries. But 

tIae Gypsies of. our time,. are not willing to· 

"ork heavy worka; they seldo ... go beyond • 

. pair of light horse sh~ In general, they 
cpnfine themselves to small articles, Buch .. 
rings and nai~; tbey mend old potaand kettles;. 

lPake knives, seals, and needles; and some

tj.mes they work in tin and brass. Their m.te. 

~, tools, and apparatU$, a~ ()f a very inferiOr: 
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4IkiDcL The ,uvil il ~. stol,le; the other b .... 
~ . 

plement. are a.pairof hand bellows, 4 b",mQler. 

a.pair of pincers,. a vice, Bnd a tile. These are 
the toQls whi4b a Nomadic Gypsey takeB with 
hUn in u:perambulatiQPs. 

. Wbeae.ver lie is disposed to work, he is aj 

IlO 10M for fuel: on his arrival at • 8~tioD 

-where bet proposes to repin a few deys, he 

takes .ps h.t, loads him .with wood, build. a 
.• If kiln,. end prepares bis own coal. In fa .. 

l'\lVf1hle weather, his work is carried on in the 

open air; when it is stormy, he retires under 

hi. teat. ,He does Dot stand, but sits down on 

~e ground eross-legged to hill work; which. 

posit_ is. l'eMered neceasary, not only by 

custom, bui by the 4JU8lityof his tools. The 

we .its by te work the bellO.w8, in which ope

Mtion the· ~ ·M8isted by the elder chi1dretl~ 

T.bo . GwMes are generally praiSed. for their 

de-xterity and quickness, notwithstanding the . 
bad too.1s they It,ve to work wit'b. 

. Another branch of commeree much followed 

~" Gypsies, is horse-dealing, to which they have 

booR atta,phed ffE>m the earlie-.t period of their 
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l&iatory, 'In thoee parts ~f Hungary J where til. ' 
climate is so mild, that bQr~s -J lie ou t aU-, 
the ye8J', th~ Gypsies ayail theillselves of thi. 

circumstance to breed, as well a8 ~ cWal iDr 
borse.s; by wh,icb ~he1 sometimes not only; 

proou~ a CQD;lpetency, bu.t , .... " ri~h. lo ... , 

_nees have been koowl\ ~ the CQ.ipe~t, otl 

-G'ypsiell keeping {rom fifty to seveDty ~J'Q\ 

each; 'Dd tbose the· best bred horses oftb,e: 

epuutry;.. some of which tb,ey let out for hire" 

Qthe~ they exebaPge or sell. But this de ..... 
~riptioD of Gypaey horae-dealers is not nu-_ 

mer~;. the weaier nu.mber of them deal ~ 
jnferior kinds. 

In addition to the two professions "before. 

mentioned, commonly followed by tbe men.; 
~Dle of them employ thewselves.lJs carpentera. 

a.u.d turners; the former making. w~tering 

trougbs and cheats.; the ,latter tum, trenche .... ' 

~d dishes; make sieves, SPOODS, and other' 

trifting articles, which t~ey. hawk about. )ian)" 

of them" as well, as the smiths, find constant 

eQlPloymen~ in the houses of the bett~r sort of. 

,people; (or ~hQlQ they WQm. the ;rev l'OWlcJ. 
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They are Dot paid in money J but beside other 

advantages find a certain subsistence~ 

: Those who are not thus circumstanCed, do' 

"at wait at home for customers; but with their 

implements in a Back thrown over" their 

shoulders, seek business in the cities and viI .. 

lages. When anyone calls, they throw down 

the bundle, and' prepare the apparatus for 

work, before the door of their employer. 

The Gypsies have a fixed dmlike to agri .. " 

,culture; and had rathe'r suffer hunger, or anY, 

privation, than follow tbe plough. Since the' 

year 1'768, the' Empress Theresa bas com";' 

manded tbat tbe Hnngarian, and Transylvanian" 

6ypsies should· be instructed in husbandry; 

but these orders have been very little regarded. 

At "this time tbere are so few of tbem farmers 

in tbQ.se parts, that" they are" undeservi'ng ot 

Jlotice. la Spain and other European caun-' 

tries, it 'would be difficult to find one wbo bad 

ever rWtde a fu'rrow ia his life~ 

Respecting £ortune-telling, with" which the 

female Gypsies impose on people's credulity in 

every district and corner of Europe~ the origin: 
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-.61' the . ittlpOsitibn is not to be attributed to 
them: the cheat was known and practised in 
Europe before their atrival; being deeply 

rooted in' the ignorance of tbe middle age. 

The science of divination here was said to be 

:already brought to a greater' degree of pP.1't

, fection than among them. Rules were in

"'\Pented to 'tell lies from the. inspection of 'the , . 
, hand, in which the poor Gypsies were accounted 

'me~ bunglers. They in the seventeenth and 

eighteenth centuries were esteemed supernu- ' 

'meraries; there being men of great learning. 

'who not only read lectures in-Colleges on th~ 

art of cbiromancy ; butwi'ote many books, . vi· 

lifying these people, and endeavouring to spoil 

their market. But these wise men are no more; 

their knowledge is deposited in the dea4 

archives of literature; and probably had ther.e 

been no Gypsies, with them would have died 

the belief in chiromancy, as is the case with, 

respect to astrology, necromancy, oneiroc,itica, 

'aud the 'other oW spring of imbecile fancy. 
I 

We must not omit to mention the occupatioft 

of t;Qld-washmg, b)' whic;h th~UIIlnds of Gyp-
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aies, of both sexes, in the Banat, Tra~l!IY'Y'Dia, 
Walladlia, and. Moldayia, procure a J:ivelihood 

·m .umm.er; who, ill win~er, make tray. and 

.roughs, which .the)' sell in an honest way .. 

It is not permit~ fOl' every one, without 

exception, to be a gold. washer ; IJUch only can 

lellow the employ~nt 8S have permission frolP 

the offi~ ~ MODS, where a College was e~ 

blished by the Empress Theresa, in 17(8. 1ft 

1he aeveJlth article of instrUl:tio~s granted, the 

Gypsies were allowed. the privilege .of washing 

lor coW, . for wliicll efch person pays a tribute 

.to Gol·~nt. 
The geW.wuhers in Traasylvania aJMJ t~ 

,Baaat, pay COW' guilders annually in ge~ d~. 

The tribute collected in 'Vallachia and Mol-
( . . . 

• v~a does IIOt go iato the public treasury, bqt 

.Wooga to tile Princesses for pm-money. 

The eoWiOrt of the 'Yallachian Hospodar, 

StepbeD Rakowitaa, ill the year 1764 receivetl 

from her Rudal'Sj, beiog 'wo lumdred aad Con, 

in nwnber, twelre hUDdled and fifty.four 

dracha& Tbe go1cl-washen i. the Boat and. 

TrDSJl~ dipse of their shares at ~ 
." -" .. 
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:loyal Redemption-Office, in Zalat .. : The· 

earnings of these people vary with'time,.and fit 

difetellt places; during heavy raiDs and fiOO4M 

t~ey at:e usually most 8Ucees.rW. TheTra .... 

sylvanian rivers yield the molt gold. It p 
said, all the rivers and. brooks which the tain 

Jorms, .produce gold; of. thele ,he river Ar ..... 

Jascll is the richest; insomllch, that Historia~ 

mve. compared it·· to tbe Tagus· aDd P •• 

tolDs. ~ ......................................... _ .. _ ..... 6rel:lmtl,ft •• ~ 

In Travela through the BaRllt of, Te-.eswa!, 

Transylvallia, and llangar.y, m the year·17.7Q, 

'described in a series of letters "to Profeasor. 

Ferber, oa tbe mines .and mOIlBtains of too.e 
different· countries, by Baron .Inigo BorD, 
<Jounsellor of tbe Royal Mines, in BoheJklia, 

page 76, is the following aCCOU1lt: 

"ObservatiDns on ,the Gold-washings, in _ 

Banat, by Counsellor Koezian. Translated by 

.~. E. Ruspe. 
" AfOOr,the several natural. ad vantages of ~ 

Temeswar Banat, lOme orits riYeI'S are known 

• to yield gold dust; I could IIOt ;neglect the 

'. diject When.-I. t,..l:elleAi in the.se,paris.., .1 
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bUliness of the Gypsies, Zige'Uner, and left, 

-as it were" to this poor pe0Jple, en exdusive 

laid ¥i11e the ap-
· plying to them for instruction. 

g( Tbe Jiver e11a, carti{'J ~old 

4ust; and lIeemed to me the fittp.st for my pur~ 

; 1 some re-
puted to be skilful, to make a washingJ, near It 
village called Boshowitz; and I saw with 

tbat mu.:=h dexteJity, in a 

few minutes time, they cleared in the tf'ougb, 

val114:e ef son'En itromnJ gold they Jitrnwed 

me likewise among their gold dust, some piec_ 

remaJitnble 

bas iteen staled,when Gypsies first 

arrived in Europe" they had leaders and cbi~~ 

their J'arioe,J tribeJ theAJrni. 

grations. 

Grelle,nnn this 

-to facilitate their progress through different 

nnd the to 
unite fornn, if. nq'cessary, and thereby_ 

enable them to make a more formidable re .. · 
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OF THE 'GYPSiES-

-ristance when opposed; and likewise, to carry 

any plan they might have formed, mor~J:'~gu , 

larly into effect. 

We accordingly find in old books, mention 

made of Knights, Counts, -Dukes, . and Kings, 

aH!ollg this people. Crucius cites a Duke, 

JI' ie/wel; Muratorio, a Duke, Andreas: anti. 

i\rentinus records a . King, Zittdelo: not fu 

speak of inscriptions on monum~nts erected ih 

different place'S to the mem<:>rics of Duke, 

PanutJl; "Count, J ollUllnis; and a Knight, 

Petrus, in the fifteenth century. 

But no comment is necessary 10 show how 

improperly these appel\ations ~vere. applied. 

: Though the Gypsey chiefs might. be gratified 

"'itll such titles; aud their descendants pro

bablyesteemed them' persons of rank, ,it was 

merely a ridiculous inlitation of what'theyhad, 

~een, and perhaps admired, amoog civiliz~ 

people. Nevertheless, the custom of having 

leaders and chiefs m"er them, prevails:tothis 

time, at least in 'Hungary and Transylvania; 

probably it !pay aliso still exist in Turkey, anc! 
, .. y . 

" 
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~~er countries,. where these people live teli' 

get~r. in ir~~t Du~bers .. 

Their chiefs, or waywodes, ~ere formerly or 
Jwo . degrees , io .Hupgary. Each petty tribe 

,bad. its. own leader, bes.de which, there were 

,four su.p~rior way~o4es, . of their o~n ca1)te, 

00, hotb sid~8 the Danube and TeiSS6; whose 
- .' . : . . 

reaiden~es, were at ~ab, Lewentz, Szatbmar, 

.and ~ban.;. ,aq~ t~ these the swaller wa,:

,w~ ~,ereaccouqtahle. . But ' now, only one 

, su.petior, .w~ywode is appoi~ed ill all Traa-, 

sylvania, whe;. ~as ~utbority. over. the gol~

wa.shersin those parts. T~e Gypsies,. ~owever~ 

still· continue the custom. among ~emsel Vet1t 

of choo8i~g cert~in persons, whom .they make 

heads over them, !indo call by the exalted Sela .. 

von ian title, ~f waywode • 

. It would appear extraordinary, that any well

regulatPd state, should allow these people a dis

tinct e$tablishment in the heart of the country'; 

did not the H,,!ngarJan writers assign as a rea .. 

lon" that iu the commotions and troubles occa

lion~ by the Turkish wars, in ~ormer centuries,. 

they were, by means of their waywode, more 
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easily summoned when occasion required, and 

rendered useful to the community. 

In Transylvania, 'the magistrat.es do infer

fere witb regard to the person whom this or 

that horde hath elected chief, and impose an 

obligation on him; but it is only that he should 

be careful to prevent, his subjects from ab

acon'ding, when the time arrives for them to 

discharge their annual tribute at the Land 
Regent's ~hamber. He has no .right to inter

fere in disputes or quarrels which the Gypsies 

have among themselves, or with other ~ple. 
further than to give notice of them to the re- . 

pIar courts of the district, where they happen 

to 'be •••••.•••.•••.•••.•.•..• \ ...••••.....•. , ........... 6reU'-ra. 

Digitized by Coogle 



~ 

.~ Digitized by Coogle 



SECTION IY. 

Political, Regulations on the Continent, respecting , 
.Qypsiu. 

To the ignor~nce an"- superstitio!1.of t1~e 
JDiddle age, mpst b~ ~!tri?uted ~he powerful 

ascendency' which the Gypsies ob~illed pver 
, , 

.tile minds ~f wen. In addit,ion to t,~e chifO-

mantic deception, practised by the ~omeD, the, 

followed also the profession of exprcism; and 

weregrcl,ltly in request during tile prevalence 

,of a belief iq witchcraft. 

They were ~mprgyed to cure bewitched c,attle, 

and to loosen ~hespens of enchantment; (or 

which they h~q 1l01i*~UII\S of v~rious kinds, con

sisting of roots amI amulets, made of un fer;" 

Dlented dough, marked ~'ith stroQg fi.gures, and. 

dried in the sUP. 

£3 
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Por a long tiqle little Jttention was paid to 

tbe ... ~ but at last the evil became enormous, 

and complaints against tbem were I() loud, tbat 

GovernmeRts w~r-e eo~strained to take official 

notice of tbem. E~emplary punishments were 

judged necessary; and, at length,. tbe m~t 

cruel and barbarous kinds were resorted to. 
What a blot upon the history of those times .. 

are tbe dreadful tortures of quartering alive, 

a~d ~reakin~ upon the wheel! These meaD. 

1>eiog insufficient" to prevent the perpetration 

of crimes; i~ lV~ *bougbt expedient to banish. 

the Gypsies. 

German 'rfiters 88y J fhat King Perdinand of 

~ain, ~ho est~med it a good work to ex

patriate usef,,!l an~ profitable s1:lbjects-Jews, . . 

and even M09rilib fJlm~lies-~ould much less 

~ guilty !>f an ~mp~opr~ety ~ .. la)ing hands on 
. '. . ; . 

the mischievous proge~yof G!psies. The 

~dict for t~eir ~~ter¥Dinatiu~, W~I publisbed in 

. the year 1~92. ~ut ins~ead of passing the 

lK>undaries, they only slunk i~to ~iding-places, 

and shortly after appeared j~ as greB:~ n~m~r)l 
., . 

as before. , . 

Digitized by Coogle 



OJ' TUE GYPSIES. 

'The Emperor Charles V. persecuted -them 

afresh; as did Philip II. also. Sil1'Ce that· time 

theybave neltled in again, and have been .also: 

.reatened with aDothef'St~rm, but it has blown 

ever without taking eft'ecl. 

In France, Francis I. paSsed an edict for 
- -

their expulsion; and at the Assembly of the 

States .,f Orleans, in 1561, all Governors 'of 

eities received orders to drive them away with . . 
fire and 8word. Nevertheless, in process of 

time, they had collected again, and increased 

to sucb a degree, that, ill 1612, a new order 

Came out (en their extermination. 

In the year 1672, they were ilompelled to 
Jletire from the territories of Milan and Parma; 

and at a period somewhat earlier, they were· 

cb~ beyond the Veftetian jurisdiction. 'l'hey 

were not allowed the. privilege of remaining 
. . 

unmolested in Denmark, as the colle of Danish 

law specifie.: "The Tartars, Gypsies, who 

wander about every where, doing great damage 

to the people, by their lies, th~fts, and wit~lt

craft, shall be taken into. custody by every 
. t" magtstra e •. 
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S~cden was not more favourable, having ·~t

tacked them at three different times: 'A very 

~arp order for their expulsion ~me out in 

. 1662~ The Diet of 1723 published a second~ 

and that of 1727, repeated the foregoing with 

additional severity. 

They were excluded from the' Netherlands 

und~~ pain of death, parily by Charles the Vth,. 

and aft~rwards by the United States, in IS8-.l. 

But the gre~testnumber of sentences ot exile. 

have. been pron~unced Be0'8inst them in Ger

man~~ The beginning was made under Maxi .. 

milian I, at th~ Augsburgb Diet, in 1600, wbere 

the' following ~as drawn up, respecting those 

people who call themselves Gypsies, fQvillg up 

and down the country. 

U By public edict, to all ranks of tIle empire, 

according to tbe obligations under which they 

are bpund to Us, and the Holy Empire; it is 

strictly orderec!, that in future they do not per ... 
. ' . 

JIlit the said Gypsies, since there is atdbentic 

evidence of,their being spies, 8('outs, and COlI. 

~eyers of intcUiience, betraying tbe christians 

to tbe Turks, to pass or remain within their 
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,!~ritoriCB ; ·nor tQ traue; ncitlu~r to grant thCBl , . 
,row~tiQn, nor ~onvoy. And that the. sait! 

Qyp&ies do withdraw thcmselvc$~ before :tAlsteJ'. 

uext cnsqjn~t ffOUl the. GerlJlan. qOlBiniQns;. 

e~ltirell quit them, nor suffer ~hem.sehes tf) ~, 
(ound therein: as in case they ~hol,lld tr(ln$irel'!l' 

,fter that time? and rec~ive injl,lry from any 

persoD, they shall 'have llQ redre&$, no.- shall 

silch person be tPQught to have committed "Jl1 

crime." 
The same busine!!lS o~cupied t.be attention. Q( 

the D'ie~, in 163(), 10L14, ,1.148; aI.d 155J; an4 
was 'alsO again enforced in tile improved police 

regulation of Frankfort, in 1417. 

Seve~l Prip~es wcrQ. however .0 little, jlt~ 
tentive to these orders ,of the cQlpire, tbat in~ 

.tead of endcavouril)g to drive Qut the Gypsies, 

they on tbe other hand, furnished thelD with 

~sspo~tll and sate-conducts; but by far the 

greater number exerted themsel v~s to tbe ut"!' 

most, to clear their states of thcm. 

Perh~ps there is not any civili;t;cd· state, . 

Hungary and Tra.nsyhania excepted, -where 

this remedy has not been tried; but in the first 
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p1aee'it bad very little ·effect, and that little 
"as only temporary. Even if every civilized 

nation had driven out the Gypsies at the same 

time, Europe could not have been entirelY. 

eleared of them, 80 long as they preserved an 

asylum in Turkey. Now as experi~nce evinces 

there is no country in which Ii constant, equal 

attentioll, is paid to the execution of the Iaws~ 

fhey would, in more, or less time, have again 

insinuated themselves into the neighbouring 

muntries; from these" into others; and bave 

recommenced where t~y left ofF. 

But a general extermination never did take 
place. The law for banishing them passed iii 

one state before it was thought of in the next, 

or when a like order had long become obsolete, 

and sunk into oblivion. These guests were 

therefore merely compelled to shift their quar

ters t6 an adjoining state, where they remained 

till the Government, there, began toelear them· 

away, upon which the fugitives either retired 

back . wbencethey came, or went on pro

gressively,to a third place, thus makinj; a CO.n~: 
tinual revolutioB. 
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. Secondly, this remedy. was premature: en

deavouring to exterminate, was the sa~e81 it 
a sQ.rgeon should proceed directly to the am· 

putation of a diseased limb, because it created 

inconvenience to tbe rest of the body. Whereas 

tbe first inquiry ought to be, whether the dw. 

order is of sueh a nature as not to be removed, 

but by entire separation. This is a desperate 

course, and should only be adopted; wbep no 

other can be efficacious, I • 

It is to be reJretted that, not until tbe reiga 

of the Empresa Theresa, doell there appear to 

kave been any plan laid down for tbe gaining 

over these poor ignorant people to virtue, and 

to the state. Historians repr(!se~t tbat the 

wise dispositions she enjoined respecting tlie 

Gypsies in Hungary, were i~trusted to poop I, 
inadequate to the task. 

What was. done, in her time, for tbe im

provement of their condition, may be seen by 

the .following article ext,raeted from the A.a
tzeigtm alUl dell Kat/sert, Ko..igl Erblalldel'fl, 
f)r Intelligence from the llereditary Imperi.l 

l\Qlal Dominions, 
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. '~Since the year 1768, se'veral decrees ,l'e~ 

prding these people have been publisbed il\ 

tb~ ~olmtfY, Hungary, and the strictest orders; 

.e$~tch~d to the sever~l distri~ts, in conse .. 

quence. They were prohibited from dwelling in 

bq~, or tents; . from wandering up and do~n the 

~lJJ1try; froJD deQ.ling in horses; from e.~th)g 
.ni~ whicb died naturally, and carrion ; and 

Ppw. ~ting their own lVa~'da PI' J.udge. It 

was iatended to extirpate tbe ,"ery name an~ 

J;lPgu~., of these folks out 'of the country. 

They were no longer to be calle4 Gypsjesf 

bu.t N~)V Boor$, ll,j lJlapfP1.F; pot to ~on .. 

~·cr.se nny longer with each other ip. their OWIJ 

Ju-nguage, but in that of any ()f the cOl,mtri~, 

ill w.b.wb they b~cl chosen to resi<.le. 

"SotnC mouths were tf) be .allow.ed~ a,ft~ 

which they were to quit their Gypseymanner 

of life, an.d settle like ~.he. oth.er inhabjt~nts, 

in c.itjc.s and villages; tQ build d«(c~nt bouse~ 

and follow some reputable business. They 

,,'ere to procure :Boors' clothing; to, cmnmit 

theOl.'!iehes to the protection .of some terri

toriai superior, and lh'e regularly." 
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Ne"ertheless, 'though these regulations ,,,ere 

~lculated for the good of t.hese people, aim 

the g,"&"ater part. were the 

smellest degree benefiteu by thein, Iii the 

year 17'13, these orders "ere not 'only repeated, , 

but. mad&:, mGre rigid; 2md evz::':n 

wonld ' a,l:~wei- the nild, WHr th&::Hthifrdght 

necessary to i>r~ceed to extremity witll 111cm •• 

Wherefore it was ordered, that nO 'Gypsey 

sh%§&::ld marry, who' 

.not. lliil"Aself in c&:mdition to sUPliori a wif&:, 

and cliildren; tbat from such Gypsies'\l'ho had 

fa,r"ilier, the dlildren be takeH bd 

foref:; rt'nweed from t.heir par4:~ntsj 

and intercourse with the Gypsey race. A be

ginning was Iliade in some places ; and whcre "-

th%"d n'Cl<t cGmp1d "oInntarily, wcrn 

cOKEkE:&eHed till rubmit tbe decr&:'iK:. , 

At FahiEmdorf, inSchiitt, and in 'the district 

of frreshurgh, tbe clHldrnn of the 

Bonrs, hhypeles, fie%'. y&~HrS 'Cfrld, wer'C" 

Carried awah in waggons, during the night of 

the 21St of December, 1773, by overseers ap-

poig:sJed for that ; in t.hat J at 

". p 
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di2dan~,;f' 'rsrm thf'ir parents, or relations, .they, 

1Efn0:ffire . ehf'catf'd, 

.. ccustomed to work" Those Boors who wer~ 

willing to receive and bring up these children, 

:&::&:0~1¥re 0:&:ightsren Iiuildf'rB froEEE G~.¥ ... 

Vf'rnmrnt. 

On the 24th of Aprit, 1774, between five 

six o'clock in the morning, the children ot 
GhJESif'r whieh bf'rn 

December of the foregoing year, wer2201¥ agein 

removed from Fahlendorf, in Schutt, and Hi

dr1¥IihiY§ foe the hurpf'ee behng pet u:w::s.der 

r220ur220r of th220 AmOEzg 

the children taken away on this occasion, was' 

a girl fourteen years oJd~ who waa forced to be 

off in h~:r beida I rtatf'" ts}}e 

hair for grief and rage, and was fluits} besFde 

herself with agitation: but she recovered a 
f's}mpf'}ed }tatf' of I Yh6, in 

AfiSChhzg, 0:ffibtaieed t~~ f'cC"'f'f'Epli}b 

her marriage. 

So Jar our intelHgt"nce is quoted from the 

which 0.:0:e 51¥;f' h01¥} pr220YenrJy 

every thinIi was concerted" 



~t it must be observed, although the pub:-. 

lisber at this information endeavours to co~ceal 
it, how little these salutary regulations were 

p~t in force; there were. scarcely two places in 

the kingdom where even an endeavour .W¥ 

made to gi ve tbem proper effect. This supine

ness must have been unknown to the Emperor 

Josep~, or he would certainly again have en- . 

forced these regulations, to all chiefs and go'. 

vernolS, at the same time that he gave orde~s 

for their being observed in. Transylvania. , 

T~e tenor of the decree just mentioned, 
which was published in the year 1182, was 

ronsonant with the intention of Theresa, with 

regard to the Hungarian Gyp~ies; namely, 

that those also in Transylvania should become 

better mf'n, and more useful inhabitants. For 

the accomplishment oUhis end, it prohihits their 

wandering about, and livin~ under tents; re

quires that they become settled, and put them
selves under some territorial chief. In order 

to strike immediately at the root of the evil, 

necessary and minute directions are given f91 

tbe improvement of their religious ideas and 
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.Qpinions; autt, by 'Coi'l"ccting tbcirT'iCious ha .. 
"hits, for renucriilg then} good dtizens. 

Jrirst, witb respect 10 religion, they mus-t 
1. Not only be taughttlrc prhJciplcs 'Of i'~ .. 

ligion themselves, but carly scud their chlldreil 
to school. . 

2. ~revent as mucbas possiblc, their children 

running about naked in the roads andstr'eets, 

thereby giving offence and disgust to other 

people. , 

3. tn their dwellings, not ()Crmit thcirchil

drcn to sleep promiscuously by cach other, 

without distinction of sex. 

4. Diligently attend at church, particularly 

On Sundays and ho1ida~'s, to givc proof of their 

christian disposition. 

I). Put 1bcmsclves under tlle guidance Qf 

. 8piritual tcachers, and conduct thcmsebes con

forma~ly to the rules laid dowll by them. . 

Secondly, with regard to their temporal con

duct, and bcttcr mouc of living, they are bouna 

I. To conform to the custom of the couilti'~', 
in diet, dress, and langu~ge: consequently 19 

abitain from feeuing on cattle which lun~e died 
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. UP THE GYPSIES. 

:'r 'diStelbpets; . not . U; go a110ut in iuch ·un-' 

seemly dresses; abC! to discontinue the use Of 
-their own particular language. 

2. Not to appeat' any more in large cloaks; 

which • are chiefly useful to hide things tha$' 

"hav~ been stolen~ 

3. No Gypsey, ekct!pt he be a gold. washer, . 

'shall keep a horse. 

'. 4. Also' the gold.;waahen Ibust refrain froOl· 

all kinds of bartering at the annual fairs • 

. ' 6. The magistrates of every place .must be 

very attentive that no Gypsey waste his time in 

. idleness; but at those seasons, when ·they have 

no employment, either for themselves or aD1 

laDdhoider, to recommend them to lOme other 

penon, with whom they shan be eompelled to 
work for hire. 

e. They are to be kept particularly to agri~ 

culture; therefore 

'1. It is to be ob~ed, where poSllDle, that 

every territorial Lord. who takes any Gypaiel 

under his jurisdiction, do allot them a certaio 
pi_ of gl'QJllld to cultivate. 
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8 •. Whoever M remiss in IWs busINlndry, sm.ll 

he liabl,e to corporal punish mot. 

9. They shall. be permitted to .... Ie tbe ...... 

• selves .w:ith muai~ Qr other things, only whea 

•• ~re i., ,nQ ~ld work for them to d .... 

Such were the'regulatioll8 adopted by tM 
( Emperor' Joseph II. for the ptlrpoie of civi· 

lizing, and renderiBg good and profitable sub-

1~8, up-wards>of eigbty thousand of mi8erab. 

wreteaes, ignoraBi of God aDd (If vi ...... 

GreIlruttrL 
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SECTioN V. 

TIl,E waits of character and ,the babits ot 
the Gypsies on the Continent of Europe, ,ex

'hibited in' thil work, are '.idlicieot for an 

examination, in what degree these people cor

,respond ':ith those ullder the ~medenomi .. 
nation in England. 

The earliegf; account which the .writer or 
this section has been able to collect from Bri

tish History, was printed in' the year 1612; 

.. hen a quarto work, by S. R. was publislted, 

to detect and expose'the art of juggling and 

'legerdemain; 'in which is the following de

, acription of the Gypsies. 

"This kind of people, about a bundred 

yean ago, beganne to gather an bead, as the '. 

ant heere,. a~ut the southerne parts. And 

4his as I am informed, and can gather, was 

1'2 
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their liegillDing: Certain' Egyptians 6ani8h~ 

their country, (belike not for their good 

conditionR,) arrived heere in England, wli()t 
for quaint tricks and devices, not knowD 

heere, ,t 1hal1 til:D~, among us,t weM esteemed~ 

and had in great admiration'; insomuch, that: . . 
many of our English Loylwet's joined with 

~ them~ and iIi time learned' their craftie co

. aening •. 

" The apeach which they used, was the right 

."-.Egyptian lan~ .. age" with wbem, eur E~sh-

• men con versi lIg, at leut IearRed. their lap

goage. Thpse people continuing ,about tlle 
• country, and practising their coselling _ art, 

, purchased themselves great cree) it among the. \. ' 

eountry people, 'and got much by palm~stry ~'\ •. 

and telling ot fortunes'; iasomuch, they pi: . 

ti(ully c~ned poor coootr-y. gifts, bo~h! ~f 

" money, silver spoons, aRd ihe. best _ of their 

apparelle, or any goods they could mak,e." 

From this author, it is collected, they bad a 

leader of tbe name of Giles Halher, wh~ was, 

, termed their King; and a woDian of the patpe 

\ .• Calol" 'WI called Queen. ~'These ridip~ 

,.... . 
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-through the country on horseback, and in 
slrange attire, had a prettie . traine after' 

tbem.~' 

After mentioning some of the lews passed 

against them, this writer adds:' '" B~t what' 

numbers were executed On these statutes yo1.J . . 
'Would wonder; yet, notwithstaJ}ding, aU would, 

not prevaile, but they wandered as before 

tippe and downe, and meeting once in a yeare 

at a place appoi~ted ;. 89mefimes at the Peake's 

Hole in Derbyshire, and other 'wbne .. by Ket:' 

broakat Bla~heath." 

'About the same time, Spellma~'s Portrait of 

the Gypsey Fraternity seems to have been 

taken, ad vivum, and is as follows: 

: "Egypti~i, Erronuna, Impostol'umque genus 

nequissimum, in Continente or,tum '; sed ad 

Britannosnostras' et Europam reliquam ·per· 

volans, n'igredine deformes, excoCti sole, im:.. 

mundi veste, .et usu rerum omnium fredi, &c. ;" 

whicb may be thus transfated, " Egypt'ians, the 

worst kind of wanderers and IlDpostC1rs, 'sp'ring:' 

jog up on the Continent,' but yet rapidly 

.preading themselves through Britain, and 

,a 
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other parts of Europe, diafigpred by theu 

IIwarthiness; sun-burnt ~ filthy in their cloth

ing, and indecent in all their customs, &c~" 

According to the first of these s~tement8, 

tbe arrival of Gypsies in England might b(' 

aboqt the year 1612; or ten years at le~ 

'bf!(ore the Statute of the 22d of HeDry VIII; " 
in the 10th chapter ~r which, they a~ described 

to b~, " .An outfpndi8la people, callia9lhem~ 
,elf)es E91lPtiar's, tf~i~ flO crafte, nor feat t( 
merchandise; ~~p haf)e rome ~nlo this "eal., 
and gone fr0'!l ,hiJJe to slire,' and place to 

. flf:ice in grept ~p(1~y ;!lnd used great" 
~tle, an!i f"afly meaft8~ to d~ei"e the peo",; 

pie, beari"g t~ in ha~, t!wt ther ~y pal
fIIistry cOtfld tell fl.en's and ~om~'sfortflflelJ; 
: • .' • .....:. I 

and 80, 1II(1"y ti'(ll.es· by erafte and ,ubtlet, 
• • • • '. \ .' \ 1 ~\ ; 

lm"e decei"ed the people of their money; and 
. .' .,. . . 

al.o ha"e committed many heinous feloflies 
. .' . L ,.. 

IJnd robberies." Wherefore they are directed . .. . 
to avoitf the realm, and' not to r~turn under 

pain of imp.risonment, a~d forfeiture of t}:leir 

good and chattels; and upou their triala for any 

'wlonies which they may have committed, they . .. " 
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..... "TIfB.'UYP8IEBJ,. 
, , 

'-U not he eDtitied .$0 a"Jury de .dielaN j 

Ungum.. . 

The Act passed the 21th of the IaIDe reip 

goes t'urli.er, al will a.ppear" by the" follDwing 

abstract" of "it: " Wherea. cel1aia outlaRdi" 

people, .ilao do AOt prqfe.is iI.fJ1I crafte DI' 

trade 'Whereby to mai,ltai. themsiJ:"e&," buf . II 

go . a6..,1 ... great .u~be"8 from p~e 'I. 

place, uifII{J i~';8, .... derluuul means t. 
ifApolIJ m&m8 MaJesty'. subJilcIs, 'liuJin.!! 

themheljetJe that tlug wulerstaruJ tle a,.1 tif 
ftreieUittg to men atUl WOtneft their good ani/, 

~"il. forttlfl,e, by lo·oking· i. . their' hand .. , 

.hoeby they frequerdlg difrtmd people #(f 

'heil~ money; likewise are guilty of thefts 

a'lUl highWily robberies: it is hereb!J ordered . 

Owl tlul· . said vagrants, eommorily call ell 

Egyptians, in, case they remain one 'lRtJllltk Va 
the kingdom, shall be proceeded aga"," as 

Ih~ and rascal, J and (JIIJ :t~1! imporlaUo;" 

. of aflg .wlt Egypti6n, he, (tke importer:) 

.Aall forfeit £40 for et?erg trespass. 

By the ·above recited Acts of ParJiament, 

it ~p~ar8,· tb6t it was from their own repreo

F4 
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."tation of being Egyptians, they were 80 de

nominated i~England; and that they did Dot 

0,,· their arrival in this country, . feign tbetn

llelves, .. in Germany, to be pilgrims; or as· in, 

Prance, to be penitents; neither oC which ·im

JkMIitiops w(,)uld have been well adapte4 to the 

temp~r of the. government of Henry VIII; or 

to his subversion of papal power, and abolitio~ . 

. GC monaatic influence .. The eharacter th~ u-.. 
,timed, 'fIlS t~!! hest adapted. to establish ,their 

. ~putation, fQr th~ artl!S and deception they inT 

tended ~o practise ill England. The' Came o( 

,Egypt in aatrology1 nuagic, an4 .. sootb~yiDg, 

was u~ivel'SQl; ~nd. they ~uld not \lave del" 

'.vised a m~re ~rtful expedient, t\tan the prQ.

fe.ion of this knowledge, to p~cure for tllem 

.• "elco~e re.ceptiQP by t~~ gre._* Pla~ oftb, 

people. 

. From tbe ab,tract ()f tbe Act of 27th, Henl'J 
r . 

VIII, we may infer,. tbat tbe GypsieS were ~ 

~uch in. request, 88 to induce some of· our 

countrymen to iIPport them from the. Coo:
,tinent, or at least to encourage their migr.:tion 

g. ~i. Wand~ The iPJp~~$atio~ of t~efJ.e ~~ple 

Digitized by Coogle 



.' .. U' ~E GYfIIEI •. 1 81 : 

·lDUst have been prevaleBt.from . .,tqe,cau~, to 
require I*rliamentary inter.ference: aDd ev~n a· 
fine to prevent it, of such an amount as £40; 

. which acoo~ng to the relative value of money,

would, at the preseDt time,· be equal to a large 

10". 
DurDIJ tbe same reign, we ftndtbat a num-' 

ber of Gypsi~ were reshipped. at the public 
~xpense, ~nd sent to France. 

~D the Book of'"Receipts and Payments, o' 
4be 36th ,of. HenryVllIr Dre the following 

,i)~.J.ies, 

" Nett Payments Ist Sept. 36th of Henry VIII; 

'J Uem to Tho. Warner, Sergeant of the Ad

.. y~ltie, 10th Sept. for victuals prepared ,for a ' 

.hippe appointed to convey certaine Egupeians, 

·~1-.ltePl to the same.Tbo. Warner to til' use 
Gf John Bowles for freight of said shippe, £68&. 

Item to Bobt. Ap. Rice., Esq. Shrift" of Hun. 
tingdonfor tbe charge of the Egupeians at a 

~ial gaile delivery, and the bringing of them 

to be conveied over the sees; over and besides ". . ' . 

~ allJD of £" Pi, Od. growing ,of. sev.enteen 

, .r 
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bonei, BOld at five abilliuga «: the .piece, .., 

epperythe by a ptrticulat book, .ll? 178. Td. 

IWIIl to WiD. Wever appoinU>d to haY8 the 

charge of the conduct of the IBid Egupeians to • 

Callis, .la. 
There were subsequent acts relating to Gyp .. 

aiel! in the reign of Ph. & M.; and 6th ~f Eliz.; 

),1 wb~eh, " If IItIf/ per.OII being 14 JMlrsold; 
vihether raatural borrt stJJieei ., sirtJ"ger, 

tdao 1It:td ~ ... ita tie fellotlJMip of 811C1a 

per.OII., or had disgvised ii'IItMlf like 1Aem, 
ihould remai,. with (~em one mOfith at OItee, 

or at'sefJerallimes, it i"08ld be felora, with. 

6td betaejlt of clergy," 
But Dotwiihatanding the~ JDeIl8UN. to ex~ 

tirpate Gyp.iel, W ra~n, in pis Bmary 01 

Fl'I1Ilce, Vol. II. page 32, in ~frring to the 

Act Of Eliz. in 1663, sta~., th,,* , .. ~er reign; 

the Gypsies throughout England -'W~~ ~~r" 

polled to· exceed ten thousand. ----
• In tile 31st pace of Sir Frederick MonoD Etlrp'. Appell4liJr ....... _ 

-State of tbe Poor, it appean tbat in 1426, a hay hone, (or tbe Prior (we 

lIIay suppose of prime quality) cost .e I 69. ScI. aDd a colt 4,. &d. .ADd 

Ialhe yar 14IS,.age' 3t, the hal .of oee acre was estimated at 5Ir;,' 

Digitized by Coogle 



OF TR.B GYPSlSS. 

And i' ,appeares by the following Order of 

Sessions, copied from, the Harleian 'M. S. S., 
8ritiah Museum, No. 364, that about the year 

1686, there were great comphti.nis of the i~ 

, ere-.e of vagabonds and loitering persolUl, &c. 
" ()rders, Rules, and Directions, concluded. 

app~intecJ, ,.nd agrecW. uppon, by us the Jv,s.

~Ces of tbe reace, within the. cODptie of Su1fulk" 
IMI8mbled ",tour General Sessions of Peace. 

holden at }JQry the 22d daie of Aprill, in the 

31st.,eare Qf the Raigne of our Souraigne Lady, 

the Q~een'. Majestie, (or the, punishinge and 

.. uppressing~ of Roags, Vacabonds; idle, loy .. 

teringe, and lewd~ person~; which doe, or shall 

h~reafter wander a~d g~ ~boqte, witbin tbe 

hundreths of T~jngo cum BurYt· Blackborne, 

T~edwardstree, Cosford, Babipgs, Rjsbridge, 

Lackford, aqd the halfpl;lQdre~~ of Exilinge, 

in tbe said coulltie of Suffolk, c:oQtraryto the 

lttw, in that Case made and provided. 

". Whereas, at the Parliement begatlDe and 

!lo'd~n at 'Yestmin&ter, the 8th daie of M;aye, 

in ~be 14t~ yeare C?f the raigne of the Queen', 

"j~stje, that nowe is, one Acte was ~eJ 
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intytuled: " An Acte for punishment of Va~
bonds, and for releife of the Pooere, and 1m

potent.'~ And whereas, at a Session of the 

Parlieme,nt, holden by prorogacon, at West
minster, the eight daie of February, in the 28th" 

,.eare of ber Majestie's raigne, one other Acte 

was made and intytuled, " An Acte for settinge" 

of the Poore to work, and for the avoydinge of 

idleness." By vertue of which, severall Acts~· 

eerteyne provisions and remed ies been ordeyned ~ 

and established, as well for the suppressinge, 

and puoishinge of all roags, vacabonds, sturdy 

roags, idle and loyteringe persons; as alSO for 

ihe releife, and setting on worke of the aged 

andimpotenie persons 'within this realm; and 

fiutboritie gyyen to' Justicee ~f Peace, in 'thei~ 
several charges and commission, to see that the 

said Acts and Statuts be putte in due execution, 

to the glorie, of Allmightie God, and the be-, 
nefite of the common weIth. 

, "And whereas also yt appeareth by dayly 

experience, that the number of idle, va
graunte, loyteringe, sturdy r08gs, masterles 

mea,: lewde and yU disposed persons' a:reex.~ 

", 
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- &I' THE GYPSIBs.. . 

· eeewJ18ly ellcreased, aDd muliiplied, com-

· mittioge many grnious and oU.ieragjous dis

orden. and offences, tendinge to the grelJ,t 

'. • • • • of Allmightie Goi, the eon~ 

tempte of her Majestie's laws, a~d to the gred 

~har~, boble, and disquiet. of the CGlBmOll 

_ welt,h.-We. tbe J usticea of Peace, above spt-

eiefied, . assembled and mett. tog.ether at oar 

· general sessions above named, jOr remedie .r 
· the~ and such lyke enormitie .. which hereafter 

,hall happea to arise or growe witbin the hUll

dreths and lymits. aforesaid, doe by tlwis pre

seRts, order, decree and ordeyne, That there 

.hall be builded. or provided one coaveJlient 

house, which shall be called the House of Cor

rec~ion; and that the same be estabJished 

witbin the towne of Bury,. wiibin the hundretla "" . , . 

of Thingoe aforesaid. . And tbat all perSODS 

offe,ndinge or Jyvinge contrary to the. tenor of 
the said twoe Acts, within the huuchetbs aDd 

lymitts aforesaid, sha! be., by the warrante 'of 

any Justice of Pea~, d wellinge ia the 88111e· 

hun~reths or lymittfJ, committed thether aad . 

. ' t~~re ~e re~eived, pullished, sctt·to work~ aDd' 

• I 
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RI~TOltl~L Bl1RTEY 

·()rd~red in such sorie, ~lDd accordinge to the 
--dil'eCtions, provisions, and limitations, 'hereafter 
in theta presents declared and specift.ed. 

·d Fyrst, That yt maie appea-re what person It 

· al're to be apprehended, committed and.brough'C 

· to the House of Correction, it is ordered 8Dd 

· appOinted, That all and every person and per
ions which ahal be found and taken within the: 

)lUndreths and lymitts aforesaid,. above th~ age 

ef 14 yeares, and shall take upon them to be 

procters or procurators goinge aooute withom 

· lufticiente ]ycence from the Queen's Majestie. 

AU idle persons goinge aboute usinge subtiltie 

and' unlawfull games or plaie-all such WI 

faynt themselves to have knowledge in phi

aiognomye, pabnestri~ or other abused sciences 

r --all tellers of destinies, deaths 01" fortunes,?, 

and such lyke fantasticall imaginations." 

From the tenor of the above Ordinance, it 

-might be inferred that, at the time of issuing it~. 

Gypsies, and their adherents, abounded in: the· 

County of Suffolk; and it may be concluded~ 

tbat they continued to attach themselves to that

~" ~f the nation, '88 Judge Hale remarkss-
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•. OP TBB GYPSIEI. 

that " at OJIe Suffolk Assize, Do less tban thi~ 
,teen Gypsies ,were executed, ~pon tb~e Stile " 
totess a few years before·the ~estorati9B." 

, Te> the ~n()Ur of our national ,bumanity, 

however, Judge Blackstone observes, th~e are 

DO iD8tances more modern than t~, of cany .. 

,ing tl1ese laws into practice; and tk last, saD

guinary act is it3elf now repeale4. The sevel'e 

.tatu~' of oth Eliz. c. ~ is repe~~ed by 2M 
Geo. III. c. ol-and Gypsies are now ~.y , .. -
Dishable under the V &grant Ae'; whiclt declare., 

" that all pel'8Ons pretending to be Gypsi~ or 

wandering in the babit, and fonn or EMYptians, 

.hall be deemed rogues, and vagabonds."---

17th Geo. II. c. 0. 
In Scot~nd, these people seemed for a time

to enjoy some sbare of indulgenCle; fot a writ 

in favour of John Faw, Lord and Earl of Upper 

,Egypt, was issued by Mary, Queen of Scots, 

1&;3; and in ISM, he obtaill~ a pardon fer 

ihe ,murder of N uman Small. 

. In 1679, however all the legislatil'e provisions 

'res~c.ing vagrants, beggars, &c. in Scotland, 

were' redu~ed into one law,; by tb~, followin, 
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• 
-vety comprehenaive statute: "Fol'I8.J'nelki6 
'88 there is sindrie loyabil Acta of Parliamen'. 

maid be our &overaine Lord'a maist nobil pro

genitours, for the stanching of maisterful and 

'idle beggara, away putting of Sornarea, and 

I pro~"ision for the pure: bearing that nane san 
-be thoiled to beg, Bouther to burgh, nor to 
'land, betwid 14 and 70 zeires •. 

" That sik as make themselves (ules, and 

ar bairdel, or uther sik like runners about, 

· bei~g apprehended, saIl be put into the Kinge's 

· ",aird, or irones, 88. lang as they have ony 

gudes of their awin to live on. And fra they 

-bave not quhairuponto liTe f)f their Irwin, that 
their eares be nay led to the trone, or to alI 

uther tree, aDd their eares catted off, and ba·· 

nisbed the couutrie; and gif thereafter they 

, . be tound againe, that they be hanged. 

" And that it may be knowen, qwhat maner 

. of penones ar meaned to be idle and straDg 

begares, and vagabouuds, and warthy of the 

punischement before specified, it is declared:: 

" ~hat all idle persones' ganging about in ony 

· countrie of thi.s realm,usingsubtil, craftie-, and 
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" OJ' THE GYPSIEI. 

\lulawfui piayes, as juglarie, fast-an~-lous,' 
and sik uthers; the idle peopil calli~g them~ 
Ilelves Egyptians, or any uther, that feinziea 

themselves to have a knawledge or charming 

prophecie, or other abused sciences, qwairby' 

,tliey perswiadeo peopii, that', they can t~lI; thei~ 
·weirds, deathes, and fortunes, and sik uther 

phantasticai imaginations, &c." 

Notwi.thstanding this law, a wr;t of Privy 

Seal, dated 1594, supports John Faw, Lord 

end Earl of 'Little Egypt, hi the executioll 

of justice UpOll his company of folk, cOl\form 

to the laws of Egypt, in punishing certain 

persons there named, who had rebelled against 

him, left him, robbed hirq, and refused to re .. 

turn home with him. 

James' subjects are commanded to aid in 

apprehending them, and in assisting Faw and 

his adherents to return home. 

From all these circumstanCE'.8, it appears that 

this John Faw, or two persons of the same 

name and distinction, succeeding each other, ... _D~-
• Weirdet is derivtd from the Aoglo.SallOD co .vi," I. e. fatnm, or ct. 

tinie.lUld Is used. in tbis sense, in BolUaiibed. 
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SfSTORtCAL s(JR'ht. 
, ' 

staicl Jl iong time in Scotland; aDd from htiJW 
this kind of "raIling peop~e rnight receive the 

Dame of ;a" Ganl; 1thieh they still ~etaiQI 
8S appearS by Buro', Juitice. 

But the Scottish lawt, after this time, were 

not leSs Severe than those f1l Queen Elizabeth. 

,By an Ad paued in' 1809; I, SorDers, eomBlOil 

thieves, commonly called EgyptiaDS; were di

~ected to passfMtb 01 the kingdom, under paill 

of death, as common, notorious, and conde • ., 

thieves.." Seottish Ads, I~ Boo-
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file pre'erat State oj the Oyprie. ira Sdot'lcA4. 

THE ener8j and perseverance by whlc~ 
North Britons are 'dis~in~ui8hed, ~ill ~ evinced 

throughout the page* ot this section. A (rien4 . 

of tbe author; having ijeen requested to m~~, 
appli~tion at. the Ad~~tes'and the lIm"'! 
venity Libraries,.m tbe city of Edinburgh, fot 

extl1!cH from lOme (oreign Phbii~tioDi, waa 

alsa desir~d to iransmit with t.hemf. wh,t in.; 

for~tion could be obt41iBed respecting th' 

Gypsies in Sc9t~nd. 

With a promptitude and zeai which cba, 
raeterisea genuine philanthropy, . a circularj 

containing four querit>.8, 'Was dispatched to the 

Sheriff of every county in that nation; $Olio; 

citing through the medium of an ofticial. organ, , 

all the intelligence which could be obtained. o~, 

~ lubjec;t. In ~naeqU8llce, returna haV~ 

92 
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been made from nearly the whole of the shtr~ 

either by the Sheriff, or his substitute; gene

rally addressed ,t& George Miller, jun. Edin

burgh; who has been a most effective coadjutor 

011 this' OCC8sioll'.. " 

From thirteen counties, .Hie reports are" " No

Gypsi'es resident in them;" some otliets give 

accou'nt of their only passirtg through at times. 

William }'razer Tytler, Sheriff of Inverness-

81iire, ~rites as' fo11ows.: "The undertaking in 
-.t:hich you are engaged, for the civilization of 

so lost a portion of mankind, merits every 

suppor!. Itlt effuds may be' m&Te generally 

and extensively useful ill' EBgI~nd, where those 

unfortunate people are extremely numerons. 

In Scotland, -their number is' comparatively 

small, and. particularly in the COUAty of In .. 

verness.'" 

Alexander Moor, Sheriff Depute, of Aller

deerrshire, states: "There are not any Gypsies 

1\'bo have' 8 permanent residence in that She

riffalty. Occasionally vagrantS', both single 

and in bands, appear in this part of the 

«nmtry; resorting to fairs! wbere they (;ommil 
• ,.j 
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OF THE GYPSIES • 

.. epredations on' the' unwary. Some of them. 

are supposed to .be ~onnected with Gypsies ill 

the soltthern" part of -the ·island." . 

Jo!m Blair~ Sheriff' Substitute for the County 

of Bute, -writes': "I have tc? iaform -that the 

people generally kaown by the description of 

Gypsies, are 'not in use to come:hither, -lin1ess 

abjed, itinerant tinkers and bra~iers, geflerally 

from Ireland, -may be accoufltea SQ.ch.· '. A few 

of them often visit us, aDd take u', their ,abode 

for a time ·in ditfet'ent' paris of the' country, 

where people can be- prevailed upon" to give 

theJD "-the .aceOplln~;)(latie~· ~f an 'out-house' or 
hut.l~ . 

They are unde .. stood to be illiterate, neither 

they, nor "their children, wh.o ~re often llU

merous, being able to read? 

TIle distinguis.hoo northe.m Poet, Walter 

Bcott, wbo is Sheriff of Selkirk~sllire, bas in a. 

,'eryobliging manner cemmuuicated the fol-

lowing statement: 

" A set of people possessing the same er-

.tic babits, and practising the trade of tinkers, 

~re well known in the Borders; and have of teD, 

D~ 
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faI1~Jl upder the cpgnisance of t~e law. T~f1 

~r~ ofte~ ~lled (iypsies, an~ pass thropgh i~~ 

county annua~ly in. sp1al~ ban~~, wit~ thei, 

F8r~ and. asses~ T~e ~en are ti~~e~, PQ~c~ers'. 

~nd thieves up0l! a sm~n s('.ale. They alsq 

~ll c~kery, deal in ~ld rags, in eggs, i,. salf~ 
jn tobaCCQ 8Ild s~ch tritles; and malluractur~ 
I, ,;". • " .• ~ •. 

~oru into ~poons~ I believe ~ost ~f tb~se w\lq 
~lQe ~I:ouph S~l~ir!<shire, reside, during. wi~~ 

*er, in the villages of Stcr~lift' an~ Spittal, iq 
. .. ': .. " . . 

Nort~q~~rlandf ~pd ~n fhat pf Kir~ Yet~o~, 

lloxbur.~~shire! 

'~Hr, 6mit~.t ~~e respectable B~illie - of 

Kelso, ~~ ~ir~ ~~e mpst c~lDplet~ int'orm'tio~ 

foncero,i~ ~hQ~e .,..~p, reside at Kir~ YettJ~lm~ 
Formerly, , believe, they were JDuch ~ore des! 

• .,'. • .'. • t • 

perate _ i~ ~~ei~ ~onduc~ t~~~ "t pre~t. ~u. 
~me of tbe W9S$ a~r~~ion!l families lIave ~e~ . 

'. .,' , • .! .• I •• 

,xtiJ:p~t~, l allude p8rtic~larly t~ the "·",ter.~ 

fl N ort~~!"b~r)a~d ~la~, ~~~ ~ ~~~cy ~~~ a~~ 
~~rie~ by ~~is ti~e~ , 

----.,' ... 
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~ Mr. Reddell, Justice of Peace for Box,. 

Ilurghshire, with my assistance .and cOllcurrence, 

~eared tbi. country of the last of them,about 

:eight or' Bine years ago~ . They we're thoroug~ 

.desperadoes, . of the .orst class of v~aabonds. 
'Those who DOW travel through tbis country, 

,give o1ten~ chiefly by poaching, and SlDall 

_helt&;. They are divided into ClaDS, the prm": 

,cipal names being FfBI ;8aillje" Y01,lDg" Bu..t1). ... 
,e~, ~d ~otdon,. 

." All of tllen;i ,re perfeetJy igJ,lor&:nt of i'e

~igion, nOr· .. o their childr~n r.eceive aOI 

~ucati0I1r '1l;tey marry aDd c()hab~ I,lmongst 

each other ~ ~~ :~e lloeJ«l iP. a sort of hor,tor by 

,he comnu:»~ J*OpJer 
. "I do no~ ~D~ive ~m ~ f)e the propel' 

eriental EgJ~t~a~ ~ce,at le~~ they are much. 

inter~ingl~ ~~~q.ur ,OWIl I)at,ional out-Ia·W8 

and vagabopda: ":l'he1 ,are said to keep up a 
£Ommuoication wi~~ .~~ ~t~~ through ·Scot.

land, and to hal'e ~m~ ~ntern~l government 

:Bnd regulation as to t~e ~~ric~ which eac,. 

~i;ty ~veIs-~ 
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_ "I cannot help again referring to Mr. Smith 

"r Kelso, a gentleman wbo caD give tbe most 

Ilccu~a~ inf~rmatiop respecting the habits of 

ihose itinerapts, as t~eir wh1te.r-quariers of 

le~holqJ,are upon PQ estate ~f wlli~h l1e haf 

l~nl; .had the, man~ement." 

I~ i~ very $ltisfactory ~o have received frolq 

{in a"t~m.·ity so respectabl~ as that ot: Wilh~ 

~wjth, t~~ 13aillie of Kelso, above referred tOJ 

flnswers tQ t~e fOllr queries of, the circ~lar; 

1;ls:co~pflnied br ~is 0wp interesting and ap

propriate iUus~~~ti9.US? f~onl wl~ich extracts ~re 

Pl~Pe as f911ow, dqte4 ~ovel"ber, 1815. 

" A cqns,iderpble ~iIpe h~vipg e~flPsed, ,since 

1 had all opportunity, or o'?fJlsi9n to att~f:ld tq 

t.he situatioq pf th~ coJol;ly of Qypsies i~ our 

~eigbbo~rh09d, I w~s obliged ~p' delay mJ. 

~nswer to YOllr i~~uiries" until I ~ould· obtain, 

Ipore i~fQrmatiop re~pec~itlg ,1he~~ p~~~~~ .. 
~umbers" 

" '.fbe great bar to the bel.levolellt inten~ions.; 

~f hpproving their situation will be, the i~

fPssibilit~ to ~nvince them tbat t~ere eit~ .. is~ 
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· OF THE GYPSIES. IT 

or (ml be, ,8 mode of life preferable;. or eyeD, 

equal to their own .. ' 

" A strong spirit of independenc~, or what 

they would distinguish by the name of ,liberty J; 

runs throu~h the whole tribe. "It ,is p~ .doubt a 

very licentious liberty, but entirely to their. 

taste. Some, kind of honour, peculiar to ,them

selves, seems to, prevail in :.their community; 

They reckon ,it, a disgrace. to steal. !lear, their 

bomt"S, or even at a distance; if ,detected. ~ I 

Blust al ways except that p~tty, theft of' feed - . 

ing, their shelties and asses on the farmer',· 

grass and corn, wbich they will do, whetber. at 

bome or abroad. . 

" When avowedly trusted, e:ven iii ,money 

transactions, they never de~eived ro~, nor for-, 

feited their promise. I am sorry to say, bow-, 

ever, that when checked in their licentious ap

propriations, &c. they are. very much addicted 

b,pth to threaten and to execute revenge. 

" Having so far premi,sed with respect to 

tlleir general conduct and cbar~cter, I shall 

Droceed to answer, as far as I am able, the fout 

'l"Cfie, lIubjpined tp the circular whicb you. 
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aeg][t me, 

.ta~ces of their conduct .in particular caleS, 

.. hieb 'matt~rbaF tbei§' gmwral 

ebar:r1±4¥:.tg][r. " 

" Query 1st-What .umber of Gttt:rrif!lI i. the 
C§'4¥:.,§k;gy,! 

.U A."kuow or none except the colony of 
Y4B'.tttolm, one Jg][mily te~...£g][4¥:.ed 

(FOID'tllat pJace to· Kelso. Yetholm consists of 
twgg tOWBE8l~ viUg][Jes, 

Yettt4B'.lm, a~4Kirk Yettt91}lm. The firSt is i .. 

~e, e$tate &f"t& WauchoJ1te, of Niddry; the 
in pf 'l\f4¥:.}¥]uis 

Tbe number of th~ fJypsey colony at present 

in Y4¥:.tb4B'.lm, at 109 

'lemen, and child rep ; and p~rbaps two or three 

have g][}4¥:.apetl g][otice; They ~1&gi&irry 

in ,life, ill general havftp18nycbildren, and, 

their number seems· to ~~ .ipcreasi~tl~ 

(]uery Ini§'ttd 11.91 

mestly employ the-msebJe, r 
I 

ferty and .fifty years~ At my Mat remembrance . 

of they thg][ Ti'it/tJl!"l!"h~ 
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ffj~ke~) of Yetholm, from the !Dales heing 

~hiefJy then employed in mending pots, and' 

oth~rculi .. ary utensili, . especially ia tbeir pe ... 

regrinations t~rough the hilly lind less populoua 

Jl8rf;s of the country. 

~~ ~~lQeti~ they were ~lled BONers, froUl 

~ei~ p~uPJltion i.. making and selling hora 

ItpQODSl P.lJ.l~ Cu~ie~ Now 1heir comJPOJl ap .. 

~llat~on is ~~~* of JlI'IJ,!!ger6, Of, what pl~ 
~he~ . ~tter,rptter8. Tbey purchase, at a 

~heap ""te, t~ F!lst pr faulty.artkles, at the 

differ~nt~ufaetp,ri~1f 9f. earthenware, which, 

~hey ~rry fqr sal~ a"l ov~r th,e c~;)Untry; con

sisting of. grQuplf pf ~i~, f~n, and sometimes 

~e}ye 9r f9U!teeJJ pers~n5!~ ~~J~ a~d female, 

lou~ and old, provid~ ~i~~ ~ ~p'rse·and ca~ 

10 tnln~rt the pottery; ~.ide$ ~lties and 

~a to. ~~rry ~he youngest of ~e ~b~ldreD, 

~ such ~~ge as they find 'Decessary~ 

" In ~h~ country, they sleep in barns,. and 

J.yres, ~r' other out-houses: and when tbey 

f8nn~ Hnd that accommodati~n, ~hey take' the 

I.P.-fU. ~YefD,lg .from ~e pottefy cart, and 

/ 

, . 
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aquat below it like a covey of partridges in 

the snow. ' 

- ~ 'A ,few of the colony also employ tbem

aeives . occasionally in making beesoms, foot

bosses, &c. from heath, broom, and bent, and 

sen them at KelSo; and the neighbouring towns. 

After all, their employment can 'bp c~nsiuered 

little better than an ,apology for ~dleness and 

yagrancy. ' : 

: '" :They are in general great adepts in hunt

ing, sb90ting, and fishing; in whicb ldst. they 

Ilse the Bet 8ad spear; JiS well 8S the rod; ~nd' 

ofteR supply themselves with a bearty meal by 

tbeirdexterity •. They hav-e no notion of being 

limited in their field sports, either <fo time, 

: place,' or mode 'Of destruction. 

, "I do D9t see that the women are any other-' 

wise .employ-ed, than attending the young 

.ebll~ren; .a; .a&sisting t~ sell the pottery, wh~n 
carried through the country." " . ' 

,~ Query' 3rd. 'Have tAey any settled abode ita' 

""i1lter, and ",here ~ • 

I s';~. Their resi.dence, with the exception of. 

a single family, who so~~ years ago came to 

/' 
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• OF THE GY~SIE"~ 101 

,Kelso, is at Kirk. Yetholm, and cbielly eOn:' 

'flned. to one row of' houses, .or street· of -that 

town; lfhich goes by the name of Tinkler.Row .. 

Most of them bave'l~a8es of thei, posSessioO!f, 

granted for a term of nineteen times nineteea 

:years, for payment, or a small SUtD yearly; 

,sdlilethiflg or the nature of a quit rent.' Tliere 

.is no tradition in the neighbourhood . cbDcern~ 

ing ·the time when the Gypsies first; took up 

their residence at that place, nor whence they 

came. 

" Most of their leases, I believe were granted 

by the famiJy or the Dennets' of Grubet ; the 

last of whom was Sir David Bennet, . who died 

about sixty years ago. ·The late·Mr. Nesbit'of 

Dirleton, then succeeded to 'die estate; com"; 

prehending the Baronies of Kirl" Yetbolm, and 

Grubet. He died about the yea~ 1783, and 

not long after, the property was· acquired by 

the late Lord Tweedale's trustf'es. 

" During the latter part or the life of the 

late Mr. Nesbit, he was less frequently at his 

estate in Roxburgbshire tban formerly. He 

was agrcat. favourite of .the.Gypsies,. and was 
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In use to call them his body guard., anel- ~td 
gave tbem money, &e. 

" On the other band; botb the late and pre. 

~nt Mr. Wauehope1Vere .of opinion, tliat the 

example of tbe.e peopl~ bad a bad effect. upo. 
the moralB and industry of the neighbourhood; 

Imd seeing no prospect of their removalj anti 

as little of theit. reformation; eonsidered it liS a 
duty to the pllbJ.i~; te pre.veet the evil in~ 

creasing; and never would emJ.sent·to aDY at 
the colony taking up their residence in Tow. 
Yetlwlm. 

. . 
Ie r~Y mostly r~maJn at h(ftne during win" 

·tet, but 88 SOOD 88 tbe weather becomes tole" 

rably mild in spring, IDest fJf them, men_ 

women, and cbildreD, set OIIt OD their pete .. 

,rination over tbe country; and live in ~ . ..,taie 

of vagl'8llcy, until again driven into their ha
bitations by thf;' approach of. winter. 

" Seeming to pride themselves al a ... W 
tribe, they Tery leldom intermarry out of the 

colony; and in rare instances where that hap. 

pens, the Gypeey; whether male or female, by 
ia1luenee· aad eumple, . always ioduee .... 
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M",tiger husband or wife to adopt tbe manBera 

of the colooy, 80 that DO impro.vement ia ever 

obtained' in tbat way. Tbe pt'ogeny 01 such 

.alUaueea bat'e almost uniyenally the tawny 

~lexiOD_ "ad fine black eyes· of tbe GfpaeJ' 

pereDt~"hether rather or .otber~ 

- "So strongl, remarkable iS'the GyPsey cut 

sf eoliDteoance, that even a deseriptioD oftkem 

to a stranger, "Ito has had DO. oppOrtnbity or 
formerly aeeing them" will enable him t~ kDO" 

tbelft whereYef be meets witb' t"em.~., Some 
individuals, but very rarely, leparate r,.. the 

colony al .. ther; and when they de ji ~r11 
in life, and gO' to a distance euch. as LOadoD; 
or evefl E4iob\lrgb~, their aequaiatanees m the 
COUfttry get favourable accounta of ,them.. A. 
lew betake themse! ves to regular and eoDStaM 

emplOyment. at home, but 8DOD tire, and re. 

tum to their old way of life. 

, ., When any of tilem, e.pecially a leader,,. -

_iior, inBuence dies, they have full meetiBgs, 

Dot only of the colooy, but of tbe,Gypsies IrOl" 
I 

•. distaoee, ami those meetings,01' Late Waku, 
are by 00 .mean. eond_ted with _.briet), .. 

deceDcy.'~ 
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" Query 4th. Are dny of their children tafI!JAi tb 
.,.ead, and tdat propOf'timt Of the. , Wjth any fUUllCA 

,dote. reBpecti.ng their cuBfom. aftd COJldKCt. 

"D.' Education being obtBilled at a cbeafler 

'rate, the 'Gypsies' in general,' give their male 

~hildren as good a onej as is belltowed on those 

of the labouring' peeple and farm servantg in 

the neighbourhood; ,such as reading, writing, 

and the flnt' prineiples of arithmetic. They 
all apply to the clergyQlaD of the parish for 

baptism.to their children, and a strong super· 

IItitious notioD universally prevails' with them, 

that it is unlllcky to have an lInchri~tene. 

child long in the house. Only a very few ever 

attend divine'service; aad those as seldom 81 

they can, just to p~'Yent being refused u 

sponsors at their children's baptism .. 

" They are in' general, active and lively. 

particularly when engaged in field sports; or 

in sucb tempOrary pursuits 8.8 are agreeable' to 

their habits and -dispositions; but are destitute 

of the persev:erance necessary for a settled oc

cupation, or even for finishing what a moderate 

degree, of continued. labour, would enable the .. 

to accomplish in a few week .. " 

Digitized by Coogle 



'OF THE GYPSIES. lO~ 

lfOTES 

.Bg WM. SMITH, intended to elucidate his answers to' 

the Queries A and B, on their licentious liberty. 

" J remember tbat about 45 years ago, being 

_ then apprentice to a writer, who was in use to 

receive the rents as well as the small duties of

Kirk Yetholm, he sent me there with a list or 

.names, and a statement of what wa$ due? re"!' 

commending me to apply to tbe landlord of 

the public-house, in the villag@, for any ill~ 

formation or assistance which I might need. 

'" After waiting a long time, Bad receiyiilg 

payme'llt from most of the feuers, Qr relltallers, 

I obseryed to him that n.one of the persons of 

the names of Faa, Young, Blythe, F.leckie, &c. 

who, stood at the 'bottom of the list for small 

8ums, had come to meet D).C, according to the 

notice givenbytbe Baron Officer; and pro": 
. " .. 

posed sending to inform them tbat they \fere 

detaining me, and to request their immediate 

attendance. . . 

" The landlord, with a gra\'e face, inqujred 

whether my master had desired me to ·ask 

mODey from those melh I said, not partj~ 

II 
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eularly; but they stood o~ the list. f' So, I see,'" 
Aid the Jandlord,/ " hut bad your'master beea 

he!e him~lf, he did RQt dare to a,k money 

from them, either (J' rept, or ft!t4 d.ty.-He 
~ 

kitows tlaat it is a. good as !I il ",ere i,. hill 
pocket. Th~ will pay whep their 0.,,, time 

e0JAe', br.,t 40 Aot like to pa, at (J set ti".. 
f!'i~h the re,t oj the Barony; and ,till Ie" to. 
lJe cra"ed," 

.. "I acc~rdiDgly returned without their money J 

and. reported progress. I found that the l~nd. 

~ord was right; my master said with a smile. 

that it WQS UPlleceMSary to send to them-, aftel . 

the previou. no~ice frop) the Baron Officer; i$ 

was enough if l ha4 received the money, if 
offered.-Theit rent and feu duty was brough' 
~o the office in a few weeks, I need scarcely 

add" those pe~n! aU belonged to the tribe. 
" Another instance of their licentious., inde~ 

pendent spirit, o~curs to me~ The family of 

~iddry always gave a decent, annual remune. 

ration to a Baron Baillie, for the purpose of 

~eeping good order within their Barony of 

'l'Qwl\ Yetholm.. '-';be person whom I remelJlbef-
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"It in possession of that office, was an ol~ ma" 

. ~lled Doctor Walker, from his being also the 

Tillage surgeon; and from bim I bad the fo1. 

lowing anecdote :-

" Between Yetbolm aud tlie border farms in 

Northumberlandf there were formerly, as in 

~ost border situatio!ls, 80me uIWulti:vated lands, 

.ealled the Plea lands, ,or Debateable lands~ 

the pasturllge of which was gellern.lly eatel) up 

by tbe Sorners and vagabonds.on both sides ot 
the marches.. 

" Many yean ago, Lord Ta.n,ken.ille allcJ 

eome otber of the English bordcr.els, made their 

request ~o Sir David Bennet, and the late Mr~ 

Wauchope pf N jddry, that they would accom

pany them at 8 r:iding of the Plea lan~s, wh9 

.readily compHed .tt jtb their requeat. Tbey 

,were induced to t,bia,as they understood t,hat 

the Gypsies had ta~e~ 9ifence, on the su.ppo

anion that they D)ight be ,c,ircumscribed in the 

.. pasture for their shelties ,~4 .8Iises, which they 

had held a long time" pa.d~y by stealth, ant) 

'J.*U'tlS by violence,. 
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" Both threats and entreaties were employed 

to keep them away; and, at last, Sir David ob

tained a promise from some of the heads of-the 

gang, that none of them should show their 

faces on the occasion. 

" They, however, got upon the hills at a little 

distance, whence they· could see every thing 

that passed. At first they were very quiet.

Eut when they saw the Englisb Court Book 

lipread out on a cushion before the clerk, and 

apparently taken in a line of direction, ibter;' 

fering with what they considered to be -their 

privileged ground, it was lvith great difficulty 

that the most moderate of them, could restrain 

the rest from running down, and taking ven .. 

geance, even in sight of tlieir OWQ Lor4 of the 

.)Ianor. 

" They on]y abstained for a short time, and 

110 sooner had Sir David, and the oth"er gen

-tleman taken -leave of each other in the most 

polite and friendly manner, as border chiefs 

are wont to do, since border feuds ceased, and 

lla<l departed to a sufficient distance, than the 

CI,Ul" armed with bludgeons, pitch-forks, and 
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Jhlch other hostile weapOns as tbey could find, 

rushed down in a body; and before the, chiefs 

OD. 'eitber side had reached their home, there 

,was ne!tber' English tenant, horse, cow, nor 

,sbeep left upon the premises. 

"Notes on Answers C and D • . , " , 

"Pec1Iiiar' CQJJt 0/ OnSET FEA.1'URE8. ece'1l ",her, 

diBfifl,g1lillhable, <te. < 

"When fl~st f knew any thing abOut th~ . . ~ . 

rolony, old Will Faa was king, or leader, and 

had' held the sovereignty for many years. 

" l-Ieeting at Kelso with Mr. Walter Scott, 

whosediscrimi~ating habits and, just obser~ 
vations i had occasion to know from his youth, , 

and at the same time seeing one of my Yethobn 

friends in the horse market, 1 merely said tc;t 

'}Ir. Scott, " Try t~ get before that man witb 

the long drab coat, look at him on your re

turn, and tell me whether you ever saw him, 
and what you think of him.H He was so good 

as to indulge me ; and rejoining me 8Ilid with .. 

o'ut hesitation, " I never saw the man that I 
know pf; but he is one of th~ Gypsies of 

, , l ' 

Yetholm, that you told me of several year. 

H8 
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ago.'· 'I need acarcely l8y that be was pe'r(ectt, 

eorrect. 

" The descendanfs of Paa, Dow take the 
marne of Fall, from the MeS8rs~ Falls, of Dun .... 

"ar, whO', they pride tbemselves in 88.ying, are

er tbe 8flme stock and lineage. 'When old 

Will Faa was upwards of eigbty years of agel 

• Jae called en me a' KelsO, iR his- way to Edin

bu,rgb, ~lliBg that ~ was going t& see tbfr 

Laird, the late IIp ... N esbitl of DirletoB, as he 

ilnderstood tbat be was very unwell, and him .. 

'aelf being now' old, ana not se stout as he bad 

been, be wished to see Will enee Blo,e hefe ... 
'he died., 

" Tbeold IJ'IIrr set MIt by the Jlfearest r&ad, 
wl1icb was by no means his common practiee .. 

'!N ext market-day" SEMDe ttr tlte farmers. in'. 

formed'me, iha' they had been in Edinburgh), 

and seen Will Faa ttpon tbe bridge; 'tbe south 

bridge was 110t then' b~ilt;) that he was tessing 

about his old brow .. hat, and hunaiag witl~ 

,rea. voeife~atioll, that he had seen the Laird 

before he diecl. Indeed Will bimselfbad DO' 

time to lose, lar having set ais raee b.olllew~d.4f 
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by the way of the sea coast, to vary his-route; 

as is the general custom of the gang, he only 

got the length of Coldingham, when be was 

taken ill, and died. 

" His death being notified to his friends at j 

'tetholm, they and their acquaintance at Ber

wick, Spittal; HornclifF, -&c. met to pay the 

last honours to their old leader. His obsequies 

were. continued three successive days and 

_ights, and afterwards repeated at Yetholm, 

whither he was' brought for interment. t can
Bot say that the funeral 'rites were celebrated. 

with decency and sobriety, for 'that was by no 

means the case. This bappened in the year 

1783, or 178t, and the late Mr. N~~bit did not 

long survi ve." 

William Dymock, 'W. S. 'Edinbutgh, dis. 
, tinguished in ,the profession of the law, by his 

lOund judgment and strict integrity, having 

had the perusal of the preceding report from 

'William Sinith, gi"f~ the following testimony, 

concerning that account: "JJaillie Smith'. 

report is quite graphical, 'correct truth, and 

a4 
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correctly expressed.-It is useful as showing.; 

that the parties of Tinklers are great detach

ments from one colony." 

With this, accords Sir Jobn' Sinclair's ob

servation in his Statistical Account of Scotland, 

Vol. I~. p. 124) when describing the vil~age of 

Eaglesham, he remarks: "There is no ma-
. , 

gist rate nearer than four miles, and the place 

is oppressed with gangs of Gypsies, commonly 

,called Tinklers, or sturdy beggars." , 

. Before receiving the very interesting report 

from William Smith, the author of this Survey 

was entirely at a loss to determine what was 

become of the descendants of John Faw, who 

atl'led himself Lord aud Earl of Little Egypt; 

and with a numerous retinue entered Scotlimd 

.in the reign of Quee~ :Mary, as stated in 

Section the oth.-- His complaint. of bis men 

.refusing to return home with him,. might be 

only a feint, invented to cover his design or 

. continuing in the countty; for there does Dot 

appear to be any traces in hIstory of the ba

DUiuUlellt 01 law-gang, or of their qUltting 
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Scotland.-But in the above cited report, we 

find at the head of the Tinklers a Will Faa, 
in whose name there is only a variation of one 

letter from that of his distinguished prede

cessor; and that in reference to tbis origin. 

be asserts the Falls of Danbar to be of thtt 

same stock and lineaie. 
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SECTION VII • 

• 

V ARIOU8 are the conjectures which bave. 

been indulged, and the coincidences 1fhicb 

bilve been sought for, in order to obtain a so

lution of the query; What race qf people are 

llae Gypsips'l 

Whoever is disposed to refer to Continental 

writers, may see more than thirty different opi. 

nions started on this subject, founded on no 

'lletterautbority tban some similarity ot ap

j)ellation, gatb, complexion, or unsettled wat 

of life. 

Tbey were aometimes TorlaqfJell, Kalen. 
dars, or FaqtJirs. The Torlaques are Maho

metan Monks, wbo under the pretence of 
holiness, are guilty of the JDost flagrant ex" 

£esses.. Bajazet the 2d, banished th~m from 

tile Turkish empire in 1494. I'be Kalendal'l 
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wander about in heathen countries, as the Gyp
sies do among Christians. The Faquirs are 

religious fanatic$.; and rove ahout in heathen 

and mahometan countries, like the most atro .. · 

cious robbers. Anquetil . says, the Faquirs in 

India go a pilgrimage to Jagrenat; they plun

der such villages ana cities as lie in their way; 

(they torm considerable bodies about a mile 

from Jagrenat, where they choose themselves a 

.leader, to whom tht'y pay all the attention due 

:to a general. 

, 'Vitb regard to' strolling and thieving, the 

Faquirs and Gypsies agree exactly. Thoma· 
. . 

Bius, Griselini,. and the English geographer 

-Salmon, imagined that when Sultan Selim con

':luered Egypt in UH7, several of the nativCB 

..l'efusing to submit to the Turkish yoke, re,. 

Tolt~d under one Zinganeus. 

But we ha,"e already adverted to authentic 

documents for the proof, that they were in 

Germany, Italy, and France, near a eenturf 

.before the conquest of Egypt by Selim. 

. Yet the belief that Gypsies were of Egyptian 

~righl is parallel wjth their exi,tence in Europe" 
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-It arose from the report circulated by tbe first 

of them, that they we're pilgrims from Egypt; 

-and this statement w~ not only adopted by the 

common people, but here, and there, obtained 

credit among men of learning. Grellmann ob

serves, that had this opinion not been recei ved 

at a time when almost every thing was taken 

upon trust, with little examination; had·it not 

been propagated by the first Gypsies, and then 

obtained a sanction, it would have been im

possible for it to have gained such general ac~ 
. . 

t!eptation, or to have maintained itself to the 

present times. Till the 17th century, the 

Egyptian descent of the Gypsies rested en-

. tirely on tradition. . Afterwards, A \'entil~ 

Krantz, and Miinster openly contradict it. 

Aventin r.elates that they wished it to be 

thought they came from that country, but that, 

in his time, nothing was known concerning 

them, but what came from their own llWuths; 
. . 

tbose who accounted them Egyptians,' rested 

their belief entirely on the ver~ity of their· 
jufqrmant3. 
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This is eollected with greater certaillt,. fro .. 

1{rantzlUldHiinster, for tbeydeclare'expressly, 

that every tbing which oould be discovered by 

any other meaD than their OWD assertioDs, con

tradic~ rather than confirmed their Egyptiall 

descent. But it is not merely tbat their 

~ptian descent is entirely destitute of proof • 

• he ~08t eircUDlstalltiQ.l evidence C4D be ad

ducecl9inBt it. 

Their Jenguaga di.el'8 entirely from the 
Coptic, aDd tbeir t-Uatoms, AS Ahasuel'us Fritsch 

bas remarked, are ·diaJ»etrif.ally opposite to the 

.Egyptian; but what ilJ, if pQl8ibl~, of greater 

weight, they wander about in ~pt, like 

strangers, and there, 81 in otber ~PJlP'j,~, 

form a distinct people.. 

The testimony of Belloaius is full· and de. 

eisive on tbe point. He states: " No part of the 

:Wprld, (believe, is free fl'om . those banditti" 

'''andering :about in troops; whom we, by mJs~ 

take, call Gypsies, and Bohemians. When we 

""ere at Cairo, andtbe villages bordering OJ) 

·fhe N ~ we-low· troops· of these atrollil\f 
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ihi~ves sittiD§ under palm-trees; and,the, a"t 
eateemed foreig.aerB. in EgtJpl." . 

Aventio expre .. ly- makes Tllrk~1 thei~ ori~ 

,inal place of rendez,volls.; an,Ii thi4a, fll~nish~ 
a reason for the south east PQrfs of EllroPtf 

1Jejng tbe lU08tc.rowded :w.ith thelp. 1.( all that 
~me to Europe passed by thill. route, it ae'!' 

counts for a g~eater number. rem~ning in th~ 

countries, than in others to which they woulcl 

have _ much longer travel;' .. ~d before their 

,uorival a* wl)i~h, tbeir hord~1 Qligh~ ~ muclJ. 
·divided, 

~ is a just ~rtion, tbat one of the most in

.fallible plethods of defermi»ipg the origin of. 

people, wQuld be the eJiSCQvery of a 'country • 
. ' 

which their lapgQage is that 'of thenativ8f. 

It is a fact jnCQn*rpvertibly ~stablis~ed, tha:t 
besides the GyplSies speaking th~ language qf 

'the country in whicb they live, they have a 

.. general one of their own, h~ w:hiCfb tb"1 ~ 
,verse with each other. 

Not knowing any speechcorreapoDdeD~ with 

~be Gyp~ies,. some have been ready to pronounce 

i~ a mere jargon; Dot collsidering h~w 8~~-. 
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. . 
ngant a sp.rmise it would be, that a people 

rude, unc~;ilized, and separated hundreds of 

miles from each other, have invented a lan

guage. Others who are better informed OD 
the subject, allow that the language brought 

into Europe with the Gypsies, wall really ver-
. . 

llacular, of some country; but suppose it is so 

disguised and corrupted, partly by design, and 

, partly by adventitious events, through length 

'of time, and the continued wandering of these 

people, that it must be considered a new lan

guage, and now used by the Gypsies only • 

. . That it is the dialect of some particular part 

'f)" the globe, though no longel" pure, as in the . , 

'country whence it originated, is an opinioll 

which has obtained .the greatest concurrence 

-among the learned. GrellmailD sa~s, had a 

'German listened .a whole day to 'a Gypsey con

'Vei'Sation, he would not have comprehended a 

'.lingle expression. It must doubtless appear 

extraordinary, that the language of a people 

·",110 had lived for centuries in Europe, should 

lIa ve remaine~ so much a secret: ,but it was 

1'Ot easy to gain information from ~b~Gy'ps~ 
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~nCeming It. 'Acquai~ted, by tradition~ '~itll 
'the 'deception their: p.r~dece8sors p.ractised" o~ 
'coming into Eur~pe; they ate su,spieious; ~R~. 
:fearing aD explanw~ might 'be- dangerous te 

'themsel ves, ' they are not diSp8Sed to be' cOm~ 
Duinieative.-' But how was it P9Mible lQ,rtlle 

'le.arned of f0rmer ceilttiries,to''be oompeMrit ~ 
'-the .investlgation; ,vbo 'had not'the aids which 

DOW so copiously occur to the hi.todcal e9'~ 
'JDologist1 ".,.',: " ,- ) 
, . 
, Many'41ialects 'llave'been disC(W~retJ, aDd' 

our :kaowledge' of others greatly '~creased. 
'within'tbe last .fifty .or' sixty 'years~ .' During 

, 'that time, ftat~D.iy.the literar, beasures or ih~ 
'ftirtheS.t ',nonb. l.liWe :heeD ,oPened, to u~, h~t 'we 
"have beCome' ~a.iniea ' with -, many' of ,t~' 
oriental JanjplQges; 4lBfl ,even easter.n kUOmis, 
'-are 'becoming :fa~'i1iar te ,u$.. , lY.e ~".not 
1herefore be 'surprise~ tb8.t'~'belOJ"e ,,this pU100, 
the most' learned' were ,imab1e ,to 'pOiD.t~t i,be 
count~ in which the Gypsey 18nguage 'wa. 

:ipoken.' TbeGypsies have nowriting'p&

:culi~r ,totbemselves, m which to give a spik

~n of the c:on,stru,cttioD' gf 'heir diale,,{~' -,', 

l. 

./'!: 
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. Writing and reading. are attai!,ments nat i~ 

be expected froDI nomadic tribes. Science., 

and the refined arts,. are never to be looked for 

among a people whose manner of liviRg, and 

education, are so irregular. Music is the only 

scienee . in which Gypsies participate in. anI 

<:onsiderahle degree; they likewise com(Jose~ 

but it ilt after tbe WaDDer of the eastern. people, 

extempore. 

Grellmann asserts, thai the Hi'nd~tanie lan

guage has the greatest. affinity with that of 

the Gypsies 1 but he dees not rt>st this. s91ely 

on the specimen he has iolrodooed,. a sketcb 

of which will he presented in the next section; 

he adduces many facts . in eonfirmation of his. 
. . 

epillion, which it would be an injustice to him 

llot to ex.hi£>it~ 

He infers from the fallowing comi.derations,. 

ihat Gypsies are of the lowest class of Indians,. 

llameJy Pariars, or as they are called in Hill:

,dostaD', Suders. 
-

rfhe whole great rr~tion of (n?ians i~ known 

to be divided into four r.anl{s, or stocks, wltich - ~ , " . . 
are called by a portuguese na~e, castes; eacb 
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of which . has its own particular 8Uhdivisi~m" 

Of t"~ ~~., th~ B,amin ,. th~ first; t~ 

seoo~d contains the T,chechtene, or Set..eas; 

~he third, consists of the Beis, or Wazziers; 

t~e f~~rth is the ~$e of the above me,.tionec! 

Suders; who upon the peninsula of Malabar" 

~here their condition is ~he same 8.$ in Hin-, 

dostan, are 'celled Parias, a.nd Pariers. : 

, ,The first wer~ appointt¥l by BrllDla to seek 

after knowl~ge, to giveiQsttuctions, and t. 
take care of religion. The second were to 

serve in ,var; the third were as the Bramin8~ 

~o cultivate scieDce; blJt particularly to attend 

to the breeding of eettle. The' caste of Su~el'J 

was to be subservient to. the Bramins, the 

Tschecteriee, and the Beis. These Suden are 

held in disdain, they are cQDsidered infamou$~ 

and unclean, from their occup"tion, and they 

are abhorred because, they eat flesh; the three 

other ca~esliving entirely on vegetables. 

Of this very ~te it will appear, by the fol

lowing comparison, OIJr G3'psi~ are composed. 

,We have seen that the Gyp~ies are in the 

h~hest degree filthy. and ~isgu~tilJg; and wjth 

12 
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• 

wegard to ·cbaracter, depraved and fr8ud~leDt 

to excess, and these are the qualities of tlie 
Suders. ' 

Baldeul says, the Parias are a filthy people, 

and wicked crew, who in winter steal much 

eattle, &c. 

It is related in the Danish Mission Intel;' 

'ligence :-' Nobody can deny tliat the Bariers 

are' the dregs and refuse' of all the Indians; 
\ they are thievish,' and have wicked 'dispo~ 

8itions, &c • 

. ' Moreover N euhof aSsures us: "The Par

'ruas are fuU of every kind of dishonesty; they 

do 'not consider lying and cheating 'to be sinful, 

'as they have no oiher custom or maxims among 
,"them. ' The Gypsey's solicitude to conceal his 

langual'e is, also, a striking Indian' trait." 

f' Profe680r Pallas says of the lildians ro'und 

'Astracan: custom has rendered them (0 the 

greatest degree suspicious about their 'language, 

lnsomuch'that I ,,-as 'never able to obtain a 

'mall vocabularY from tIiem~" 
:. ," 'WIth Tegardto' Gypsey marriages, SalD)o~" 

'relates that thellcarest"ieiaiions "eobabit w'it'h-
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~eh other; and as to education~ their children, . . 

grow up in tbe most shameful negleCt" withou.t 
either discipline or instruction. 

All ~his i. precisely the case with t~e Pariari • 
. in the Journal of the Missionaries aiready 

quoted, it is said ; "With respect to matrimony, 

they act like the beasts, and their chilcJrenare 
. brought up without restraint C)r intormat~on.~1 

Gypsies are tond ot being about horSeS, 80 a~ 

.the SUders in Iod.i~, tor w~lch ~~ason, tbey are 
commonly employed as horse-keepets, by- the 
~uropeans resident in ,that co~ntry}; ..' . 
~ . . . . 

w~ "have $een ~hat ,the Gypsies bunt att~"t 
eau~~' wbi~h havedie<l '~f, distempers, i~ o~~ 
"o~on the.n; ~Dd ~hen they cali 'p~ocure 
mo;e ~f ih,e ilesh than is, sutlicient tor ,o~~ da1'S 
~on8umpti~ti, . t~6y dry it In' the, s~rt; " Such is 

li"ew.i~'~ ~oQ.!J~nt ~~~u,m ~iththe Pariars in 
I~dia.·, '. : '. . "',' . . '. 

, Th~t tb~ ~y~i~, ari.ci '~ati~es ~tHindostati; 
'r~~~~i~ e~cb other in ~mplexioo~ :aod shape 

'is :~Dde~iabl~ ,'And what is" asserted- of the 

10~Bg, Gy'pseY gi,ls' ra~bling ~ut with tbeir 
to ..' _ , ~., • •. _ . • _ 

(_then who are wuaic:iaos, . dancing with- lU. 
la 
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12$ HisTORICAL SURVEY 

!~ivious and indecen'i gest~res; to divert' any 
:pers~n who is 'wiiling to give tbem It small 

gra,tui,t.Y {or, 80" ~cting, 'is Ukewi~e perfectly 
jndi~n: 'Sonn~rat confirms 'thisin: the a~count 
t.i giv~s Qf the dancing girlS of Surat.· I, ,1 

~ : F~~tun~~!el1ing is 'practisectall Qver the East; 
:~tit :,the peculiar kind professed by the Gypsies, 

, ' •• , ' ., ;.!; • '" ~ . '. • -

-VIZ':' cl~iromjuicy;coristantly referring t() w'ie~ 

!iher :the 'parll~s' sliail 'be rich ~r poor, . 'happy 

~~r: 'un~~ppy rn: marrl~ge, '&c. .s n~' where .~~* 
'~ltl"hliPq india,' :;:: ',.. ,1,.· ..•. ( , 

The ~C~~U:~lt w~'have given o~ Gypsey inuit'&. 
'~~y ~e:' ~~~l~;ar(>d with 'the I~dian,' as rei'tect 
~yi~~ner'~~ 'rip' ~he"'jol1owing:'~ords:; '-tt We 

. )~~ml (~a~rte~ it rs t~oi;, ~is' shop,' ~n'd Chis fotie 

~ ~l)~';~\~itll'h1m;' '~~d ,,:orks 'in. a~~' 'pi8'~e wllet~ 
,." "')"~ I, ,> , 'I t' t' '. '''Iii ... ' 
~e ~n ,finCt: emp. oym~nt; . be e'rect's ·liilJ ~op 
'befo~~';ih~'ll~';se' cif l.is 'ein'p)~)~er;(ial~rng'a'lo~' 
wall wi~h.beaten earth; before w~icb, he'pla~es 

(~iS' '11~~rtV;) ;'tMhh~dlihis' waD, ~'h~ '~ies ':'twq 

!'le~th~'ril'b~~t~~~:' TiJ h~s"a: ~roh{ifist~~di6t a=n 
!'flnvil,:a~d "}its "~~~if1' a!pp'~tu~: i~:'iL'~~fr '~f 
1tpn~',' ~ ~~~inehl~~be~t1e;'I~'i'llIJ'\~;"'H~ 
··r. ... l ':. , •. :~""''; ":!4:' ~1" 01' fP f":~, .... :; 
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'OF THE 'GYPSIES. 121 

ftactly does this accord with the description of 

the Gypsey smith! 

We have seen that Gypsies a~ways ch~ose 

iheir place o'f residence near some viliage, or 

~ty,':very' s~ld'Om' within them;' eV,en thougb' 

there may not'be aOl" ordet to prevent it, as is 

the'c&sei~ Moldavia, Walla~l~ia, and ail parts' 

of'Turk:CY. ' , Even'the 'more improved Gyp~ies' 
in Tr8n~kraniil~ 'who bate long, sioce discon

tinued'tb~ wandeting mode or'life, a'i}(fmiglit, 

with p~ritli8sion fron~ 'go'v~titliicnt~ rcdsid:~ within' 

,the ~iti¢s~' ~atliet'ch:oos~ fuit>iititl' iheir;ll:~ts'ln' 
.om~ 0 Ji)'~'iJliiidc,: 'witb~ut ithe'ir' liiIiits.J~tiis 

" .," '*" I"" f -\- J.'. ,0 .... • ".". I • ,.' ~ .,,~.~ 
~ustOm '~pp~~rs: 'to' 'be tiE!i'1ve"li' from their orl-

gina:H~~d.eJ':~dcation; 'tfbel~g'u8Uat all over 

lRd1a', fi,";;flfu Sijdeh fio' fjfi~e' \11ei:, b'uts'lv'ithouif. 
the ,*inageS;!ijr'~1\;e' otl~~f 'ciis~es;' :~nd in: 'retired": 
p}'abeS' ~ea-r iiieif ~itie$; ,I vl i ", j' , ~.,:' ~ I .... 

With r~spect to .. ~ligion, it b~~ JlPpea;e~lt 
that ih~ 'grcitter p~rt~ bti1~e:tJ!~ieJlive~ Wittl-. 

out iiJlJ' prQression '9f 'It;' "TolliuN says, wor$c 

tha~' heatlieh$. ~I 'I'~~ mdrti'wdnderful it i~'~ 'tilat'

a . W:hOte: peop~ shouN' ~ "$0 ' indift'ereilt' and 

V~d: of" r.eligioii,: the m~r~ weight il ~lirrics with 

J-l 
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128 'iIIS'J'OItICAL StTB.-'f'&Y' 

it, to, eontirlldheir Indian oright, w.hen all aar. 
is found'to be literally true ~ the Suden. 

. In rel~tioft. to the emigration of tbe Gypsies,. 

~o cause ~n be al8igne4;l for their·leaviDg their 

Jl~tive cOJintry, .so pr90able,. &8' tbe war o( 

TimurBeg, in India. The date of their arrival 
, 

marks. it very plainly.. Ii was ill the years, 

1.~08·, and 140{), ~hat ih~ COIlCJ'f.I'eror ravaged 

India f~r the purpose of dissemiD~tiIl.l the Ma-

1.ometan ~Ii~ ... \ .Not "Illy ~,ery .one: who 

II;I8de any reaisiaace. was d(>strofed, and suc~ 

a!ifell'.i,*(')t~~ ~~~mi.::~· \aands, thou~ quite, de ... 

f~ncele8S, were, made .Javel; . but .ill,. shon· . \. . . " .,.,. . 

ti.~8 .. ~os~ veq,8~v~';.to. t.h,. numbe~ otone". 
h.undred t,hOl~~~~ld,. we~e p,.t ·to death~ ~n con- . 

~fl~enc~.,.of, t~e:' ~JJiv:~lpallie l~"~h ~k:" 

Pl~~e, t,hpse,.;w.ho OO.tdd.qu~t the)C~~njry, might' 
._ ". I ~ .,:,. -

well be supposed to c0!-ls~lt. ~b~i~ .aa(ety .I:~y . 

ftiG:~t,~.,... .!':. ::'. .... '" . ) '. .; J • J' 

_ ~f. {an~ . of. . ~h~, . bigb~p ('~~~f .. ~~(l :withdraW"' 
t~~ms~lve~ on. aecoont ,or tbe :.trouQle~ .it is 

, " ~ . i. .... _.. . . • 

prQb~ble~ the~,retir~ l~lltbWHd, t~ Ineop'le,o( 

~eir o~vnsort, . th~L)JahlTatt8s. .1p, mix, at all, 

\V,Ub tbe S\l~e~s~;:wo~ld .have bC:f1~ degr~din& .. . . .' ", . 
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ilIeir'b~ ebaractel'8, wWchtbeY4»Dsider'worse, . . 

tban death; it was. '~fore morallyimpouible 

for them .0 ba:ve united with- tbetSuc1e .... ill. 
~etrea~. HOl'~ver,. by putting .tbelDlJebes . jut. 

t..he power of ~he·Su4er8) with. .homthey livlS' 

~ a. st.qte of wscord and inveteracy, tfrey;migllt 

ba re incurlie~ 88 lIluch danger 8.B from· tli6 
'eoDlm~ eM.IDJt. 

" ~fQr~:p~~iing a TOGablllary:of'Gypsey 

~wds,. ti' may .. be ,ebserved,. that· though; the 

:tIind()8tan~ _ language is .. tunclame.U, 'tbe' 

~aQle, all .ove~ H~DdostaD; .yeti··like other: 
languages, it baa difFerent diale~d8 in the va

rious provinces. The eastern dialed, spoke., 

abeUt.the Galt~~' has ditr~reDt.nam'~iL feM' sobl'e- " 
''ihtngs; and in6ectioas of some wordt. dHferent 

to the western. ones spc)ken about the Indus:

There is, besides, a tbird, varying from both. 

these, viz: the Surat dialect, which has a llum

ber of Malabar, and other worda mj~ed with it., 

To this. must be added, t~at in the Hindostan. 

as well ~s in every other language, there are 

often several names for tbe same thing. 
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BIS •• IUCA-J., _R."n. 

- Tile parlM.1,lI:dlalett . beating (be 'c]o~e~t 
.nii, to; t~e Gypsey la~OOge, 88 win appear 

•• after,. is' .1te:: westerp ;.' and p~l'haps more 

".cially. that: of ,Sur.t,· W-ith' respect ·to the 

.ih:,..ti..-· aad' iDflecf.ieM 'of' the ·two laD

J,*~g..~·,*bel·,~)endeJrtly the ~e~ ,; In that 

e{ HiaUQ*~ ~ wOrd! ending 'ill j' is' rerirl·· 
Jli~e, all the res~ ~asculiDe; tbe,'Gypsey is the 

~".', )TMa~·.maJr..,.;*~eioB~tmn&; 'enti~ly~y 
t\leot ~ic~ ; adding, I ij . ",~, ~ ~ilCl'" the' 'fOrti; 
'IJt~ ~YPMy::laitguage.p~eed,t··~xaCUy in' 1be 
e m"" marin.. • . . ........ ,:~' . : .,r..1i..;"'lt· ';1..... .. 

.. "'Y.; ,H ........ r_ •• ~": ••• f'.,,J ............. ~ •.. ~~ ...• ~urr mann, 

'.-

". . ! \ ", \ J .' : • ,: 1'.. : ." .. I ~ • .' .,' : • " I j 

vlu..4. ~:'V'y~~ :~. :p.t:'~·~V~u ... {~ 
~ .• I " . ,.:-, •..• :: ." "~i~ 

.' \",' .• ~ ~'~'I.' I~;:;., !'; "I I ...... ,. _._- _ 

l . ." ~ ",.".' f ; s.; r '.. ',': , 
;,J ij ., -; ui .. ~ i J' :( ,.~ ..... 

.. ; (' l \ . i .,' .... / }!I or ~,"" •• 'I !;\:. ' .• 
._,.4 

,. . 
"I . " 

. '. 
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.~ < < < .. ~ 

<:~ 

vi£'?£Y of the t;ypezzy, fialr&Z£'Zl,tZif;ZfU'. zifatt 

. . 
~Yt?£Yeyz 

lckz Ek <~ , \ 

Duj ~ojT' . 

Trio, Tl:i "J 
j: ," p' 

SCl~ta!~ ~r;:.; 
faz?tschz Pa,ff~~h 

, '" ~ 

Tschowe, Schow 
~ ... 

Efta ,. 
, J {; 
. , . ~ i -:! 

Ochto 
',< .:( 

l>£'£'~zb, ttes 

Bisch, Bi~ ,rr 
:piwelt 

Ratti 
. '-. t 
{!lffffDl (; ~ 

" 

:"url£ish tZfngffayeifz 
i 

Hinztm4al&ie, 

Ek 
Du 

TizA 

P:::.Dsch 

Tsch~ 

lIefta, flat 

",9icte 

Bjs 

Diw 
tl£;z.teh 

-~,. 

" .• '1.·· 

En9''',. 
ODe 

Two 

97 nur 

Five 

Six 

geven 

l£~ight 

9\:n 

Twenty 

Day 

< •• 

, 
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Gyp.", 
Saban 
Panj 

S9nnike1 
RQp 

-~~Y 

JW 
Aok 
Kg 

~a:kJ 
Mui 

Dan! 

Tschib 
Sn~'''>~' ,:, 

Snnj 

Silt 
TschateF '~" '::; : 

RaJah 
Forb 

B'ato 
Kalo 

Grea 

Jukel 

-, ,.- .'} 
J': I J t 

-.. 
Mara. t' 

Kil 
Kef 

.iITOR1CAL'SURVE"r 

Hindo.tanie. Engli,~ 

Tschand The Moon 

Paoj Water 
. 

Suna Gold 

Ruppa Silver 

Ginw - Wheat ) 

Bat The Hair' 

Awk 'The Eye 

Xawn 'fhe Ear 

Nakk The Nose, .... 

Un Th. :Alontk 

Dant A Tooth 

Jjbb The Tongue 

S'tmnj The'Hea'r1ng 
,Snnkh The Smell 

Tlichik The Taste' 

Tschater ATe~t , 

Raja " 

The', Prince' ' . 
I 

Porana 
J. 

old 
.. 

Bona , Great· 

Kah' 
.... j , , 

Black 
J '~ '., .. ) 

Goma Horse 
.', j <, • 

Dog 
~ •• ,# '... : 

y ........ ' 

Ikead' 
.I ~ •• 

........ 0/ 

ButtEII' 
t., 

6- .. 
Oorr.· Ho~& 
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OF TnE GYPSIES. 133 

It has already· been -observed, 'that in the, 

Gypsey, as well as ill the Hindostanie language, 

the article is not placed before the noun, but 

affixed behind it; and tbat is the sole'indication: 
, " 

of the case of a noun. 

Grellmann has given examples of the de-
. " 'J 

CIension of nouns, pronouns, and adjectives, as 

well as the conjugation of verbs in both lan-' 
.' .. . ~ . 

guages; b~t the grammatical arrangement of 

them does not come within the design of this 

wor~. ,The foregoing list of words, is ~ se1 
lect~on of those tilat are most similar: 'but' in' 

, . . .. :. 

Grellmann's extensive vocabulary, he says, i~ 

will ~ppear on ,the average, .that every thirel 
Gypsey word, is likewise Hindostanie. 

, " 
It must be observed, that the words above' 

recited, have been learned from the Gypsies 

within a lew years, consequentl~ at ,a time) 

when they had been nearly four complete cen-: 

turies away from Hindostan, their native coun-' 

try; and 'among people who spoke language~ 
, fut8ny diff~rent; 'in whicb also the Gypsi~s 

conversed. 
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1M HtSTORlCAL stRVEY , .. .. -
Under the (".onstant and so long contin~ 

influ~ of these languages, their own must ne. 

eessarily h,ave suffered some alteration;. more 

~pecially,as they are a people ~ntirelyignorant, 

either of writing or literature. 

It does not . appear· that there is 80 much 

Persian , in. th~ Gypsey language, as has ·been 

generally , imagilled; and even what t~ere is of 

i,t~ t~ey may. have brought with tbem from tbeir 

native . ~ountry, as many Persian wor~s are 
, ~ I _ 

~urr~nt. in Hindostan. We ought rather to 

wonder t ,he number of Hindostanie . words in 

t~e ~y.,se~ ~anguage, is 80 consi"erable, than 

-&or~quire it s~uld be gr~ter, to fum.ish suf-.- . ' 

ficientproof of the Hindostanie language being 

the Gypsies' mother tongue. 

Since the laborious researches of Grellmann; 

extended intercourse with India, bas furoished 

unquestionable evidence in support of his de

ductions. The first we shall introduce, is con~ 

tained in the following letter from . WilliaIil 

Marsden to Sir Joseph Banks, F.R.S. read to 

the Society of Alltiquaries in London.) 1785. 
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. 0" THE GYPSIES. I 131 

" It has long been 8urmised.,tbat :the va .. 

grant tribe. of .pe()ple~.led in ·tbis· eountry 

Gyp8ie~, an~' 011 parts of the. ~ntineDt ·of 
Europe, Ciogari, ZiIpgari, 8I,ldGb~~i, were 

of easier~ ~rigin. ,~~e, ,(o~~r n~ .. been 

supposed -a.corruption of Eg;ypt_Q, .and some , 
learned men ha.ve Ju~ged. it not imp,Qbable 

that t~' language :mig~t be iJ:aC~ . to . the 

.Copt~c. , 

. ". In:the)cp~rst! of "esear~hes wh~h!lh.ve 
had' o~easion.to pur8U~, .qn ~he 8ub~t 'of 'len"-.. , .. , . 
guage? I have .observ,d, ~ha~ ,~.d()lfltlll"in, his 

history of Ethiopia, makes meQtion incidentally 

~f 1he (::i~gari, vel Brrone. lVflhitlAi, tlnd 

gi:v~s a. sp,~~imen .. o,f \Vor4s ~l1i6h ~, bad: col· 

lected fl'OlD; t~ese p~ple on his travet., witll a 

view of determiou,g. their . origiD. He dis-. 

eusses the opi,ni~ o~ vClriou8wri~s concemiJIg 

them; but form~ ',,0 precise ~itllent of, his 

owo, concluding his observations with' these 

words: "Eadem vocabula, CURl' ma:x:imam 

partem rep~riam. apud V uleanium a centum 

fere a~is trad:tam, non ~titia existimo, ;ut :Me

~ifcr:,,!-~ puta~ nec corruptae~ aIiis .linguis; 
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l34 SlsTORICAL' . Sl1llVEY 

Beque Egyptiaca,- sive COptica."-In 'Engl:sb, 

tbus: ' "'Since I find aecording to V ulcal1ius~ , 
'that most ot these "WOMS bave ~eri continued . 
traditionally fur a periOd of ~early-IOO years, 

f do not aonsidertbem fictitious, as Megiferus 

.upposes, nor corrupted from other languages~ 

either the Egyptian or Coptic." 

, ~(I was surprised to ftnd -matty of tl1e 'words 

familiar to my eye; and I pointed out to Sir 
~osepb1ianks, in the latter end of the year 

-1'183, 't~ir ,el'ident eorrespondencewith termk ' 

in the Hiadostanie,. or as it is vulgarly termed 

in India, the Moors' languBeere. ' i 

~,,''This similitude appeared to me '80 ex~ 

traordinary, -that I was inclined t~ suspect' an 

elT01"; in 'the' publication, which might have 

Ilrisen from· a confusiOft or i)bscurevocabularies 

in tbe author's pOssession. The circumstance~ 

however,' ~etermined m~ to Pay further at':: ' 
tention to' the subject, and to examine, in tl)(~ 

fint place, . whether the language spoken by 
the Gypsey tribes iIi England, and by those i,:, 
ihe . remoter parts of the continent of Europe 

"as' pDe, ,.anel the same ; 'and ttien 'to .. ~rtaiIIi 
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CJt 'tilE GypstEI. 18r 

whether this actually bore the amnity which 

so forcibly struck me in Ludolfus, to anyl-of 

the languages oil the Continent ~f India. 

" Through the obliging assistance ot Sir 
'~oseph Banks, who has spared no pains to pro .. 

mote this investigation, t prbcured an oppor· 
tunity of obtaining a list of words from our 

Gypsies, wbich I can depend upon as genuine .. 

and tolerably accurate in respect to the pro ... 

. nunciation, from their being corroborated also 

by words taken down, separately, by Sir JOIel»b. 

an~ by Dr. Blagden. 

" Mr. Matra did, me tbe favour tb transmit 
tor me, a list of wbrds to Turkey; and from 

hi~ ingenious friend B. Pisani, I reeeived • 

complete and satisfactory transl~tion of them, 

together with some information, respecting tbe 

manners of the Chingiares, in the Tu .. ki~h do

minions, which, however, does not come within 

the de~ign of this paper, as I m~n to confine 

blyself in the present communieation, simply 

·to the question of similarity of language l 
which, if established, lsbould esteem a matter 

.& 

./' 
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Hl8TOIUC.s,L SUaVEt' . . .. 
~f' n~ l~~e-:curio$ty ;. presuming it to be per~ 

.r~tly. ne,w to the wor~d~. 

" Of thilt ~hDilarity, the learIW!d memb~FS.of 

·tJJe $QC~ty "ill be enable.tJ t~ '{01'm their judg

.J{l~JJtJrolD the ftnRexed pap,er, exhibiting .. 

.6p~~~rison: of ~ few of tbe ~.Ol'ds proeured f~ 

·~he uHrere~t 'J,l,tal'ters .before. ··mentio~edi ,wit~ 

,the lIindostlJ;~i~ t~r~lt~ fr~m the. ~t publish~ 

ap.d'parole a~tlw;ri'Hes .. : J,. may ~ot be anwort\ty 

of. remarJ{j Jba;t. H~ .geQoeral ~ppella.tion. of 

~lje, p~ople' in:. the easie.rn. part 6f Eurepe, • 
very nearly connected wi(h that of the .inha

llital\ts,pf Ceylon,.. in ,be ~a~-Indie$, .wbo.are 

.equanYiI.jer~ed .. Lillgalese and eh'lIga~sel 

thwgh. at;tlie .sam~ :.time it mil"t be aC,kt1Qwt 

.led~d •. that . the 1.ng'i.l~ge of tbis :Island ball' 

uiuch. less. cor,re8pond~e·'with ~ha'. of the 

G,p~es, .tb,n many ()th~~.· of' tile . l~iaB 

tljalects.' . , 

" His- Grace, the Archbishop ~ York, 1Vita 

-k~ usual diseerJlment, 8ugge~ted tQ.. me, .tb~ 

probability that the' Zitlgara .bere spoken of, 

'm~y Jl~ve deriv.ecJ tilejr name, ,and perhaps 

their origio.,i'rom the people called Langari,. Of' 
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· ~P'TRE GYPStES. " 139 

Langaritlill, 'who are found in the nortb-wt>at 

parts of the Peninsula of Hindostan, 'and infest 

the coasf3 of Guzerat and Sindy 'with their pi: .. 

raticlil depredations. ' 

" The maritimeturi10f tbis numerous raCf! 

.sr people;: with ~h~ir roving and enierp~ising 
'disposition, ttlay warnmt the idea of occasional 

emigration in their boats; by the Course of the 
Bed Sea. ", ". 

"Notwithstanding tbe resemhlance to the, 

Bindostanie, is the predominant leature in the 

Gypsey dialect, yet there' are wordi inter

spersed', which .evidently coincide with other 

'languages. Besides the Mahratta,' and Ben

plese, which I have marked in tbe comparative 

specimen, it is not a little singular that the 

terms for the numerals se"era, eight, and nille, 

are purely Greek:' although the first five, and 

that for ten; are indisputably Iudian. It i. 

also a curious obser~ation, that although the 

Indian term 'for seven is saath, yet that fo~ 

a week, 9r seven days, is ~he Eftan of tbe 

latter. 
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. "One .. word on~y among those I have ~X"fo 

amined, bears a resemblance t~ the· C;optic, 

,whioo is rom, the same with ro.il a man .. 

. ~' In comparisons of this .lJatMe, a due allow

."llce. mu~t. be. mad(>'~ net onlN (or tbe "arieus 

_"'Qd~s~f speHjng .. adop~~ :by different per~ns; 
and .dtfferentnatiQDS, but also for the dissimilar 
.'. • • .I" , •• 

.manner ill which the same ir;tdh-idllal sound, . . . ~ .-' . ... . 

strikes the organs of tbe hearers; of ,,'~ich ~me 

,pointed,instances may be given. 

. ," .Shou~d an, .be inclined to doubt, which I 

.scl1r~~Iy suppose possible, . the identity of. tke 

.Gypsey, or ,Cingari, .amI the Hilldost~Bie 1an-
. . . 

guages, &tiU it will be acknowledged as no 

,unin~eresting . &~8ject~ that t~~~' wandering 

lhrough t.he. mountaiD!t of Nubia-, or _t~e plains 

ofB:~mania, hztxc ~om'ersed for ct'nturies in a 

dialed precisely similar t~ that sp&lien at this 

day, by H)e obseure, despised, and wret.:;hed 

people in Euglaoo, w hose language ~as been 

,considered a~ a fabricated gibberish, ~nd co~ 

JO~llded with a cant in use among tbie,-es and 

bt'ggars; and ,,·hose persons have been, till 

, .. 
\ -. 
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. tt,· THE GYPSIES. 

:-j~in the. pedod. of. a year, ~n ~~ject of tl~ , 
. persecution, .instead of ~e profiection of our 

. laWs." ........................ !w •.••.•.••• JYilliam Marsden,.. 

In the 386th page of the 7th Vol. of Ar

. -chmologja, is tbe comparative view .of .the 
" . . . ". 

English Gyp~ey, ':J.'urkish G..YP.Bey, an4 HindQh 

tanie dialects; a specimen of which will be 
pr"..seDted in.ihis .section. 

III page 381 of. tbe same volume,· aPe ~l,. 

leetions. OR the Zingara, .or Gypsey langua~e, 

by Jacob Bryant, Esq. transmitte~ to G. Salus

bury Brereton~ Esq. in a lette, frp~ Doctor 

D.ouglas, ' read 17'86~ This learpe4" tra"eller~ 

whe» i~ HlIngalj, had takfll from the mouth~ 

~f Gyp~ies, specimens of tgeir language, whi~1J 
occuPy s~ve~ pages.. I~ is rewarkable, that of 
seventeen words obtained and eJlU'JIlerated in 

',. . ~. ~ ..'. .. '. 

the! . letters of, C~xe, the Jl;mrp'~~ ~r~:veller, 

fourteenappea~ to~emble most exactly those 

of tbe same signification, collected by Jacob 

JI"I,Dt! ........... ~., ................ ~,~ ... " ... , .... Johr& PMtglns_ 

1[3 
i .. 
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CO~P4RI'ON OF TH~ GlPSEY, TURKISH, AND HI • .., 

~OSTANIE LAN~VA.~EII~ 

CiJI,4rl 
:..,W T!I'"iial llel 

.. ,fIlA GIJP"g G}Jp,eg. B,.",II" N~;"'i. Hifldo~ 

()Ii. Aick -reck . Aick, ek, Yek 

Two. Donee ·Da1 P.u,PDw 

~ree Tria 1'riD Tria 

70ar a_r.8h. 8h~ Chaur 

Fty. Paojl ~ Plutq 

'ix ab- Sboy. CIIII:re 

~veQ ~e.ftaa Efta ...... Baath 

~igb~ ~ .. ,.~ pt. Aotb AQ~" 

Jiiae JleDy~ Eoia NobNa 

!reD :pe~ Desk Dus, J>oehe (~ 

Nao ll&,e,p~1) ~m Maousb Maoa&cb Maooosba, (~.-) 

Womal1 Ranoee pIIgt'e Romee. Rtodte. Rauaee 

Btad ·Bold-aroo ~1V ~hero Scbiero Seer, Sirr 

Eyes Yackan,,~ rack ",Jab Okbyo (Beoplete) 

)lose BoI.~ N~ Nat NaQcI~ 

.1Jair ~Iau, lion ~ Hal Baul, Bat 

~eetb . :paoau ~ Daua, Dut(Beap1eae) 

:tAr ~ Cau Kama 

~Y Dew~,~vu Deeves DeeD deewu (1IIahra~ 

Jii§ht I . ~~ee Ra~ ~~ .... ~ llaut~~. 
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.oF THE G'YPSIQ •. JJ3 

Cin,ari 

EII61ilA Tllrii~la wI 

Sn,lil" GYP5~. '!!lp.e!l. Lrpll,. Nubia ... ' l1i,.dollll",t.. 
i , 

lVhite Pauno Pamee Paandra(Mahratta) 

B&kro 
, 

Sbeep Bau~JO .- .•... Bhare 

lI8g' &tilo &io Palo ...... -'.,' .. 
Filii lIIa&cho . MUfeho Matcbee, Mut~~ . 

Bind ·oCherlb i::hirliklo ....... Chereah 

HOUle Kair· ...... Ker GbllG' 

Gold Ioo"bi ....... .......... , 8unna 

~Ye&' lloqp <-4f.~ ••• R!M'pali 

. Brand, in bis observations un Popular A~ .. 

t"iq1lities, Vol. II. page 432, ~bse'r;\res: ." The 

·Gypsies, as it sbould seem from sQm~ :si~iking 
proofs de.riv..ed from tbeir "language, we~e ori

~inally from Hindosta~;' ~b:ere tb~y' are sup

p~sed to' have been .of tb~ . lowest da~s' of 

Indians, named Pariars, er as ·th~y are called 

in Hindo!itan, Suders. They .are th~ughi to 

have emigrated .about A. n." 1408,. 0r~409, 
~ben Timur Beg ra:vaged India for the p'urpose 

.of. spreading . the Mahometan religion. . On 
Jhis .o~caSion so manf were made' slaves,' and 

,m.t to dea.th, that a tiniversal panic took place, 
• I. • .' .4 
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1,*" UlSTOlllCf'\,L SURVEY 

and a very great n~mber of terrified inhabitants 

ende_voured to save themselves by flight. 

" As every part to the north aod east was 

beset by the epemr, it is. most probable that 

the country below Mp1t4n, ~o fhe m01:lth of the 

Indql! wu. ~h~. first asylum al\d rendezvpus of 
the f~gitiv~ Sutle\'s. This is c,lled tb~ country 

~f Zinganen. Her.e they. were safe, aDd re~ 

. lDaiDe~ 80 iill Timuj:'s return .from the victory 

of' the Ganges. Then i~ was t~at they entirely 

ctuitted the country, and pro~bly witb ~hem a 
eo~~~r~ble number of the na~i.ve~, which wi~ 

exp~~i~ t~~ ~e~~i~ of thei~ ofigina~ name." 
. I~ ~~e ~eve~th V 0,1. of tl~e Asiatic nesea~c~el,. 

page· 47~, ~''p~ain ~avid Rich"rdson. says of' 

'the Pallc/tperee, ~~ Bude'7'a lV ut~: "'~is. prc:t
bable there will be found in. their manners, a 

. " '. '. 

stronger similitude· to. ~he ~Yp'ie~ ()f ~urope~ .. . 

't~n in those of any oth~~ w~i~h may come 
under review. They have no p .. rticular system 

~f ~eligion, adopting with indiffereD~ ~~~. ·o~ 
tpe vi~lage near to ,which they happen to be. 
~~camped. I~ the upper provinces of Hin .. 

~ps1an, th~ little enC8JDpmellts of these peopl., 

Digitized by Coogle 



,,' 

OJ" THE .G~P.lE •• 

~ ye frequently very· regular and neat, being 

there formed of the Sirkee entirely. Each 

apartment, though not much larger than a 

lDastifF~8 kennel, has its own particular en .. 

4;losure, or court-yard; generally erected .in 

.~ch ~ manl)er, as to become a species of cir· 
~D)vaJlat~oJl to the wbole portable hamlet. 

'f ODe cannq~ heJp 'fol)dering where so many 

lJ)en, women, ~d ~hildreJl, and other domest,ic 

a.ni~als Ipaq.age ~9 slt!Cp; or .,helter themselves 

fro~ tbe ~torms whi~b sOQletimeB assail these 

itinerant p.eople. TIle men are ffJDarkably 

athletic apd active,.apd also nimble and ~dfOit, 

in every kind of ~l;gbt of haQd~ Many ()f t\l~ 
subdivisions of this clasS' of m~n, pay lit11~, Ol' 

no attention to cleanliness, ,or ~ny restriction. 

in di~t; eating dead jackalls, bqUo~ks, \lones, 

. or any kind of food procurable. 

" The women do not attend the men durilJ;' 

thei~~ug~ling exploits, but have a peculiar 

~e~~ment allotted to themselves; which con

lI~st~ pf the pra~tice pf physic, cupping, pal

m~stty, curin~ ~~sor~ers pf the teeth, and 

marking tbe sl~in of ~l\e llilldQO women, an 

.,..... ;-
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lOperation termed Godna. They have two ·lan~ 

guages peculiar to themselves; one intended 

for!ttle· use only of the craftsman, the other ge .. 

flerahimong men, 'wQmen, and (,hildren. ' 

.. , ,,: The Hindostanie is the b~sis of "botb; the 

first is general; being a mere transposition or 

change ot syllables; and tbe second apparently., 

II systematic conversion of a few letters;' but 

which will be besi elucidated by the foll~W:ing· 
specimen, which contains twenty-two words." 

After which, he says: "I find these peOple 

in Colebrook's arrangement· of the ·Hindoo 

elasses, mentioned in the sixth class, under the. 

head of ~ata, Baz~egur.s; and in Sir William' 

Jones's translation of tile Ordinances of Menu; 

MunoiJ, Chapter 10 .. 

~ "I $h~U pow subjoin a short parallel between 

tbe Gypsies ()f E~rope, and tbepeople I' have 

described. Both the Gypsies and the Nflts are 

generally a w,andering race of beings, seldom 

liaving a fixed habitation. 'rhey }un~e each .. 

language peculiar to them8elves~ That ·of the 

G,ypsies l.undo~btooly ~ spe~ie~ ~f' HindOi';'-

Digitized by Coogle 



'14'· 

.(lie;' as wfill as that: of the' Nuts., In-~ropeJ 

~ answers .11 the purposes',of c()n~ealment. 
, : "The Gypsjes hQve their Kjng, ! the Nuts 

their Narda,. B(Jtitai ; they ~re equally formed

into companies, aQ,d tbeir pectdi~r employments 

.re emctly similar; -dancing, singihg, music, 

palmistry, &e. They are both' considered "as 

thieves; at least that division' of the Nuts, 

whose manpers come nearest ,the ~ypsies/.-In 

, Jl)atters' of religion they appear : equally in~', 

dift'erent, and as to food, we have seen that 

neither the Gypsies nor the Budee'a- Nuts are' 

very choice. 

'~Though, in the Encyclopmdia Britannicat 

'Grell~~nlJ.'s Theory is thought slightly of,: tha 

simila~ity ~C language being deemed but in

eonclusiy~ ~,idence; yet in this instance, and 

f'ven i~ QPpositio~ ~ such authority, I will 
venture tf;) consider ih ~s forming a basis of the, 

- ' 

most subs~ntial ki~d~ It.is not the accidental 

~inci~e~ce pC a few wor~, b,,* the. whole vo-' 

cabulary h~ produ~es, differs ~ot sq ~uch Cro~ 

$he commop' Hindostanie, as provin~ial dialectB. 

-9f the same country do fr~m each other. ' 
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'~GrellJ1lana, fl'OO) ,a want of knowledge iD 
the ~indQs~lJie; 'as to its provioeial dialects, 

~shr'lHJy. opportul)ities of produci!lg the proper 

"ord in cOQlP;'lris9n with ~be Gypsey one. 
. "The following ~ist q£ words was taken (rom 

~lJ.e A~llllal R~gister ~f 1784, or 1786, with a 
¥)V I haye now suhjoilJed frQm ~rellmann.:'-' 

~n so~e of the instances' wh.er~ be 4~ (ailed 'of 
pr04u~ing the corresponding Hjndoatapie word, 

the sq.ppJy pf .~bem.wiJl, I ~pe, Drov~ thl! lan~ 
guage of the Gypsies, and f·hat 9£ Hindostan·to 

.be.the same, or v~ry intima~ly connected .with

each other. 

, 
Pawnee 

Cauliban 

Davies, Devus 

Rattie 

Gaa 

1)ad 

Mutcbee ' 

.lIiadoBtanie: ~ngla.i. 

'p~bc Aup*, a rellpectfu' 

PaDi~1l 

Kalaburq 

Rat 

Kan 

Dada 
, .', 

fe1l&iRine ~~iRa

tion from baba, 

Fatlter. 

Il.rook, Drink, 'V Il~er 
Black 

Day 

Dark night 

The ;Ear 

Father 

J!~h 
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OF TUE GYPSIEI. 149 

O!Jpsey. HindoBttJRie. Bflglil1a~ 

Bootsee Buholsee Great 

Gur Ghur House 

Shin 8' SeeD Horn 

Tuttoo Tutia Heat 

Riah kaye Lord 
Rriena Ra,enee Lady 

Dai Da'ee Mother 

lIn!!! Mas. Meat or 19oel 

Nack Nak Nose 

BouropaDee Bura-p&nee Ocean, wave 

LoOD LooD Salt 

Rook Rook,h A Tree 

Tschar Char A Thief 

)lul 1\1001 'Vine 

. ,Captain Richardson continues the list throug~ 

four PRies, 
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BECTION, IX. 
, ;.! . .' ~ ,; 

. ' 
". 

1 T has' ~~~ already. ~tated, in ~h~ ·.tDt~~ ~cti~ 
to this work, that the author~is~te~ ap .e.n!' 
campmento! Gypsies. It- cons.i~f~· of. :tiv~ 
tents, situated near Rushden, wj~h.jn ~wo Qli~e8 

of the pleasant t~wn of Hi.gh~1I) ~~err~rs.! : B~ 

·did not reconnoitre the camp till abou~ mid-4ay, 

having been informed tbat by this ~~l;De, it was 

probable, the able.,.bodied persons1of both sexes 

would be drawn off' to a feast ,and a (air, in 

diffe~ent situations, not very distant. It prov~ 

80; there were only two women, three children, 

and a~ infant remaining ~n the tents; which 

were the residence of several branches o( the-. . 
nume~ous families of Smith, and Loversedge, 

names well, known in the .county of North

amptoll .. 
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The bead of the rormer~ bas been many 

years a dealer in asses, or donkies; and is re· 

puted to be possessed of some property. His 

wife, more than eighty years of age, was seated 

, at th~ ent~~ce Qt one, of the tents, weaving a 

cabbage net. The other woman, who was 

mid.1le aged, was nursing an infant; and the 

eldest or the children, about twelve years or' 
'age, ,was making preparation for washing; a 

. 'pan 'was, suspended from three poles, under 

which she bad kindled a fire~ to boil watet. 

The very tattered and squalid appearance of' 

'this poor girl was truly affecting. 

On conversing with the old ~oman, she Said 
. .' 

. she had forty grand-children; some gone_to 

the feast, others to the fair; and she signified" 
. -

'that both men and ",'omen were musical per-

formers. 

, On being asked whether any or them llad: 

learned to read, she shook 'her head, and, with 

'apparent regret, acknowledged they hud not. 

This indication of concern excited an idea, 

that some impression had been made on the 

minds even of Gypsi~s, of the disadvantages 

their cllildren were ttnde.~~' 
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· Vofisiderihg hew generally education. had 

been extended, to the wwest description ot 
every ather ~1a8s of British subjects; how many 

IJcheols bad been opened in villages, as well as 

in t11e different towns of th'e kingdom, it waS 

llot imprObahle~ tbat hiCormation of movemenU 

,tio ext.raordinary; might have reaehed the 'ears) 

it net iinprea.ed :the . mHuis of these neglected 

fell0.w-'Creatures. The activity which had been 

subsequently displaye~ in the diStribution of 
the Scriptures, and the zeal excited among the 

lOOst ignoraut to receive them, might aisC)..C()me 

to their knowledge. 

Resuming cOnversation w~h the r~malebead 

of the Smith family, she said they endured great 

hardships in winter, having no shelter but their 

tents, in the worst of weather. 

She was then asked, it they did not expe-' 

rience great difficulty in obtaining the means 

of subsistence, during the inclement seasons; 

and whether they were not, at times, redJlced to 

t)le necessity of taking up with a.ny kind of' 

sustenance, even jf it, consisted, of animali they 

might ·find dead upon the rOlUit 
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To this she im!JIediately replied: " Those 

that have died by the hand o.f God, are better 

thitn those that have died by the hand of man." 

This reply, corresponding 80 exactly wit~ 

that of the Continental Gypsies, presents a re

markable trait· of their mutual descent from 

tbe Suder caste. • 
· Some. of the peculiarities in Gypsey habits 

to which we ha ve just now ad verted, had not 

escaped the· observation of that accurate de

lineator of men and manners, oat' celebrated 

poet, Cowper; as will appear by the followill~ 

sketch: 

" I·see a column of slow rising smoke, 

O'er-top the lofty wood, that skirts the wild. 

A vagabond and useless tribe, there eat 

Their miserable meal. A Kettle 
f, 

Slung between two poles, upon a stiek transvers&, 

Receives the morsel: flesh obscene of hog, 

· Or .'f}crmin; or, at best, of coc:k purloined 

From his accustom'd perch. lIard faring race, 

'I'bey pick their fuel out of every hedge, 

· Which kindled. with dry leaves, and "'ood, just ~a'vl!$ 

The spark of life. The sportive wind blows wi~e 

Their fluttering r~gs~ l.'l!d shows a tawney skin, 

The velluat of .the pedigree they claim." 
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.elore the Gypsey's acknowledgment, of pre .. 

ferring the flesh of animals which have died by· 

disease, or what is called a natural death, tbe 

writer of this section, knell' not bow to credit 

the general testimony of the farmers and inha

bitants of Northarilptollshire, that they did no'· 

find tbe Gypsies cOlDmitted any depredations 

on thelt property; unless it was in pilfering 

wood ·from the fences. He now thinks it pro'" 

bable, that otbers, who were unacquainted with 

this 8ingul~r idea of the Gypsies. r~specting 

animal food, may have imagined they were 

guilty oC many more thefts Cor subsistence) 

aban is really the case. 

In the furth,er progress of bis inqulries, the' 

writer has met with various instance. in 

wlDch confidence reposed in Gypsies; has n~t· 
been disappointed.-He will mention a remark .. 

able one at Ferihgbury, near Coggeshall, ill 

Essex, on a farm which had been occupied by 

three generations of the family of Corders; 

during whieh time, not the least loss had b(!co 

sustaihed, by accommodtlting Gypsies with 

lodgings in their barns and. galt .. bouses durin, . 

.. ~ 
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inclement weather; but, o~ the con'tra,.,., 'fhe 

family llave considered tbelli a protection to 
iheirproperty. 

A.fter the success maD experimeDt like t1te 
above, it would be superfluous to ask, if it is 

lIot sounder policy to excite' the good, than the 

. bad dispolitioll8 m human nature. 

Must ~ot ,the tor.reat of invective anti abuse, 

a.lmost univ:eraally :peuretl upon this people, 

tend to d.Wect and indispose them to civi.J. 'as

sociation!' Despi~ and ill-treated as tlley 

.ften are, have they not reason to imagine t-1w 
hand of every man to be against them' Whet 
then can wonder at their eluding, a8 lIulck 8fJ 

p.ossible~ the iilquiriesof strangers! 

Looking at their condition among the various 

inhabjtants. of Europe, dignmed. with' the 

ChTistian name, the writer lUIS ofteR been re· 

minded M the tmiversality of the Gospel eall, 

as illustrated in the parable of tile great supper~ 

After the- invitation: had been given throughout 

the streets and lanes or the cities, the. command 

to the servants wal-:"" Go out into tbe bigbw.ays 

and . .lledges, .'and: Compel. dlem to come in." 
,-
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Here is a description that may have been in- . 

tended specially ·to apply to tMS people, 'so ex

actly and even literally adapted to their con

tiition, in 81l.ODuntmea,· is .tbe- language: " Go ,e into .t\le lIligbnys fiod. 4edge,/'. ADd. tbe> 
distincti.a in. their cue is, ,enwed atill ~o~. 
rem14rkable .),y ·the weq pre.iag~juIWtiQn,: 

'! Compel them. ~ ceme .in," . . 
Does it not admit .of. ibe .inlereace, ,tbat'u: 

outcasts of lDeie~y. ~i.ng: under. greate~ ·di~. 

adyan~ .~D the ~.het insiUtd· c)asaes, their. 
"uldion rect_iied 'a more· powerful ·stimulus .to: 

he applied? 

. Tie account of the su~inga of Gypsies ia 

lriatH, .haviDg been caafirmed ·by IDBny ~Ib

curring testi~nies, from ~he Whamta.. of 

Northamptonshire, the following Circular was 

.-eDt iato mast of ,the 'Counties of EDglaDd, with . 

a ·vi.ew to aaeertain their .atate in other paRi or 
the utioa. 
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CIBOUL.4R . 

. \VHRN it i~ considered how much the ex

ertions of the wise,. the philanthropic, and the 

good, in all parts of the nation, have been di
rected to adrancing tbemorals, and religious 

instruction of the lower order., of. the CODl

munity, .it appeal'S almost incredible that one 

. description of .BritiBh $ubjectal, and.of all otbers. 

the most abject and· depraved, shouldhavo 

heen either entirely overlooked or DegJected. 

The Gypsies, to whom this applies, are a p~le 

whicb, JDore than,any other, it might have been 
considered the. interest of society to', reclaimi 

because of the depredatio~ they commit ~fDn 

it. 

The eft'Drts of the good, and, Df the great, 

have nD~ been confined to meliorating the con

dition of the inhabitants Df tbis country O.nly, 

tbey bave been directed to the alleviatiDn of 

human m~ry in variO.us other natiO.ns, and 

even to the augmentation of funds for civilizing 

tIle llatives O.f distant regions of the glob~ 
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''Can' we manifest' our solicitude for the im

provement of our fellow-creatures separatc(l 

from us thousands of miles, whose faces wc 

'never SaW', and conclude that numbers of per-
I, , 

sons in' our own country, whose situation is 

"more desperate, have not a peculiar claim o~ 

our consideration? 

To reclaim the Indi'ans of North America 

:from their wild and ro~ing course of life~ asso

ciations ha ve been formed to give theni in:' 

structions in agriculture, and to supply them 
. , 

with implements of husbandry; plans of edu'-

cation adapted to their untutored state have 

been arranged; and persons qualified to carry 

them into efiect, in tbe establishment of schools, 

have gone to their assistance. 

, Do the numerous Gypsey tribes of Englan~ 

possess any of these ad vantages ., 

In the summer of 1814, when the writer oethis 

circular, visited a number of Gypsey tents in 

Northamptonshire, as already stated, a woman 

about 80 years of age, who· had forty grand

children,' acknowledged, that ~ot one of 

them' had been taught to read. In this land 

L4 
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of Christian benevolence, can we pronounce- .. 

/ 'c.ertain proportion of its inhabitants ~ be 
'WJ'et~hedl'y depraved, and even a wicked set o.f 
people; advertia.e thelD QS rogues and ,vaga. 

bonds, and offer a r'ewar~ for their Ilppre: .. 

b~nsion, without devising any means of remedy .. 

ing the defects of their habits, or holding out 
encouragement to reformation,. in. any of. tbem 

'Who ~re disposed to relinqui$h theirvicio~· 
courses? 

r,he a&$ociations formed and forming in dir;. 

ferent part/l.of the nation for ~he prosecution of 
felons, render the condition of Gyp.ies eveq 

day more and more deplorable, by tbeir being 

hunted like beas~ of prey from township q, 
townShip. 

The laBt winter but one, ~ company of tlitese 
bouseless wanderers were dug out of tbe snow 

in Ditchford Lane, near Irchester, Northamp. 
tonshire, when it appeared one wotpan had 
}k'en lying in, and that an old man was dying. 

If those who have been zealous in driviBg 
them from) the·ir accustomed baunts, w~ to 

plftC~ ~"emsebea, if but ideally in their' ~l1a, 

,. 
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ii()H~ C8Jl we believ~, tbat instE>ad of ~ugmenti .. 

thejrlUl'eringl, they 'Wouhi not be Gi8~d t~ 

commi~J8te thea case, aJid even at4end 'to th~ 
preeept 8f the Christiaa Legislator: . " What~ 

aoeve.r ye wauld that men. sb.oui~ dG to ),OU, do 

Ie even -SO to tbem r' It is worse thaD useless 

.DCt una .. ailing to Mrr8B8 tAleR) from pl ... ~ t. 
place. w·llen 110- retreat or .helteris provided 

• 
. ior tbeir ref ... ge. 

A writer on this subject., under .. the desig .. 

Dation "of Junius, io the NorthaIDpt6ll Mercury 

of June 27th, 1814,. observes: "When we con
eider the immense sums raised for everypr~ 

hable means of iloing good, wh·ich have hi .. 

therto been made pulJIii!, we cannot· doubt, 

·if ~ proper method .houkl be proposed for 

the r-elief and ameliorating the state of these 

people., it would toeet with deserved en .. ' 

eou1'8gemen~. Suppose tbat the Legislature 

aboul4.1 think. them not unworthy its notice; 

and aa a part of the great family, they ought 

~t to be overlooked." Another writer in 

the Northampton MercuJ'Y of July the 2lst of 

~ last year, ou the n~88ity of 80IDe plaa 
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being adopted for their adl~ant8ge, remarks,. 

"hereby," thousands of our fellow-creatures 

'would be raised from depravity and wretched. 

ness to 'a ;state of comfort; the private pro

perty of individuals· be much more secure, 

and the public materially benefited." In 
addition to these)observations, it may be asked, 

·Would .not the providing of an educatio~ for 

their children, to which they should be"induced 

'60' coftform; and tbe apprenticing of,them, at a 

proper :age, to suitable trades, elHlble the 

rising generation to correct the errors of Gyp

acy habit$? 

. ·With a view to ascertain ~'lnore fully· the 

.extent in which, this may be necessary, the 

,friends of humanity, to whom this Circular may 

be addressed, ar~ requested to co-operate with 

others of, their friends in different parts 'of each 

'eounty, for procuring answers from the best 

informed of the Gypsies, and others, to the 

'8ubsequeilt questions. And sbould there be 

any person·.in their neighbourhood, who a~ter 

being hrougbt up among the Gypsies, hath 

, :Mui~ted them for a more seitled course of ,life, 
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Information from such is particularly desirable. 

Answers arE' ,requested in the course of the 

.ummer: to be sent to John Hoyland, Spring

field, Shetlield. , 

Q fJESTIONS. 

I. From wheu~·. is it said the Gypsiei Brit 

~,e'" 
2. How many is it supposed there are in 

England't 

3. What is your circuit in summer? 

. 4. How many Gypsey families are supposed 

to be in it? 

'I). What are the names of them f 

6. Have they any meetings with those or 
'Other circuits 'I 

7. And for what purpose? 

s. What number of Gypsies are there com

puted to be in the county? 

9. What proportion of their number follow 
~usiness, and, what kind? 

10 •. What do they bring their children up to? 

H. What do the women employ themselves 

in? 
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. 12. FrO.m how many generatiO.M OlD they 

trace. their de$eent 'I . 

. . l3. . U"ve .t~y. kept to'.one part DC the 
country, Dr removed. to distant paria' 

14. How long hal'e they lived in 'this part" 

IS. Have they 8DY speeeb 4)f their O.wn, dif

fer~nt-io that·uaed by other-people? 

16. What do. they call it? Can any one 
• • • IB'lte .t' .. : ; . 
17. Is there any writing of it to be ieen any 

"here? . 

: 18~ .Ha .. e ;tltey any rule, of. conduet ·which 

are general to.. their community 1 

19. WhatreJigiQo do. t .. y moet~.pro~ss' 

. 00. Do· tliey marry f and iB -:bat manner.' 

21. How do. they teach their childr.eu re,. 

ligiO.n? 

22. Do an, ·O.t them learn to read? 

23. Who. teaches them 'I 

2!1. Have <tbey aay beuMS to-~ to in winter? 

20. What propO.rtion of them, is it SUppOl1e~ 
live out'O{doors in ",intel, as· in BUmmer! 

6th MofttTij 16th~ 1815. 
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Recei:oed from the Counties of Englqnd, tn"i com..: 
prised ill t'he following general .Au..,., to llae 

Queri .. oft .... Circular • 

. 1. All Gypsiet .uppose the· tnt of tllem 

eamefrom Egypt. 

" They eaRnot fOrm. any idea ·of the mim-
be .. 'in England. '" 

3.. The Gyp.ies of Bedfordabire, HertroJ!d .. 

&bi4!e, pafts of Buekingb&lRlllhire, Cambridge, 

and HuntiRgdonshire, are cootinuatly makillg 

7 .. evolutions within the range ;of those counties •. 

4. They are either igaoraat of the nu..mer 
of Gypsies in the counties through which they' 

travel, or unwilling to disclose Cheir know

~ge. 

lie The IMst common names are Smidt, 

Cooper, Draper, Taylor, B088"el, Lee, LoftY, 

LoversOOge, AileD, Mallsfiela, Glover, Wil

liams, Carew, Martin, Stanley,Buckley, Phm

kett, COrrie. 

6 & 7. The gangs iR differeDt toWllS have 

.Bot any regular c:onneetion~ OJ' OI'I'lRizatioDi 
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but those who take uP. their winter quarters Itl 
the 88!De city or town, appear to have som(! 

k~ow.ledge of. the different routes each horde 

'Will pursue; probably with a design to prevent 

interference. 

S •. In the county· of Hens, ,"it· is computed 

there may be sixty faDlilies, llaviDg many, 

ehiltlren. Whether they are quite 80 numerfus 

in Buckinghamshire, Bedfordsbire, and North .... 
, 

amptoDsbire, the answers are not sutliciently 

definite to determioe. In C~mbridgesl1ire,. 

Oxfordshire, . Warwickshire, Wiltshire, aod 

Dorsetsbire, greater numbers Ire calculated 

npon. In various counties, the attention has 

not been competent t~procuring data for auy 

estimate of families, or individuals. 

9. More' than half their number follow ne 

business; others are dealers' in horses and 

uses; farrier~, IImiths, tinkers, braziers, grind.ers 

or cutlery, basket-makers, cbair-bottomers, 

.nd musicians. 

10. Children are brought up in the llsbits of 

their parents, particularly to l1lu.s~c and. dallcing7 · 

,nd are of 4i8sohlte conduct,. . 
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n. The women mostly, carry basket£§; 

tE:inket£§; smE:]I WERres end tdI 

12. Too indolE-nt to haveaciCluired; accounts 

,o~genealogy, and perhaps indisposed to it br 
ir£§;egulERrity ef 

13. e4:fiunties there eE:e pERrticERlar • 

tuations to which they are partial. 'n Berk- , 

shire is a marsh, near ewhury, much fre ... 

bh Clerke etakry 

CaEHbridlleshiE:e, their llrincipal rendezvoui 

is near the western villages. 

1,1. cennot be """",0."," 

tlEdr Ilrst {,:eming nation, 

io particular places has prevailE-d. 

15, 16, & 17. When among strangers, the1 

elnde inqui£§;ies £§;espedinll theEr Ian= 

g¥.Eege" calling it gibberish. Don't know of 

any perso,n that can write it, or of any written 

IipE:chm.:n it. 

, 18. They£§; habits eTI1stonrsall "J'&uy,yY= 

are peculiar. 

19. Those who profess any religion, 

annt it 10 be thet of In 

J'e£§;ide' but '\,leaE: dCS4E£§;iptien of it, 

repre

th4Eb 

". p 



beyend repeating the 'lArd's prayer J and 0111, 

a few of them are CftpMlle or tiuat. (a.t&nce. 

or iheW attendiog any Jtlace iitr v_slaip are 

yery rare., 

20. They marry fur tbe moat part by pledg .. 

iag to each otber, without any ceremonJt. A 
few exeeptiODl bave occurred whee lDooey .. u 
plentifal. 

21. They clo net te~h their clrildreft r.ee 
ligioB. 

~ & 23. Not ORe in a tlaOtUlllflfl can reaL ' 

~4 & 26. Some go into lodgings ill London, 

cambridge, &c. during winter; but it ,is' cal. 

culated threel"fourths of them live out of,doon 

in winter, as in summer. 

)lost of the answers are co~firmed by Bile1 
Smith, who,..during many year.s, waa accountecl 

the chief of tbe Gypsies in NorthalDptonshire. 

He being much in request by some of the prin

cipal inhabitants of tbat coullty, 88 a lDusician, 

had the address to marry the cook out of one 

e!, their families, and afterward obtained a farm 

Dear Bedford; but being unsuccessful in agri. 

eult~re) he retumed t~ ~. formflt occupation. 
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l"ohn Forster and \Villiam Carrington, respect. 

able merchants of Biggleswade, and neighbours 

to Riley Smith, procur~d I1Dswers from lIim to 

all the queries in the Circular; but they cannot 

be made the basis of any calculation of the 

number of Gypsies in the nation. 

It has not come to the knowledge of the 

"'ritet~ what foundation there has been for the 

report commonly circulated; tbat a Member at 
Parliament had stated to tbe House of Com

mons, when speaking to some question relating 

to Irp.land, that there were not less than 36,000 

Gypsies in Great Britain.· 

To make up ·such an aggregate) the nu

merous bordes must have been included, who 

traverse most of the n&tion with carts and 

~ses, for the sale of earthenware, and live out 

of doors great part of the year, after the man .. -

ner of the Gypsies.-These potters, as they are 

commonly called, acknowledge tbat Gypsies' 

have intermingled with the~, and their liabits 

are very similar. They take their children 

along with them on travel, and, like the GyF' 

. sics; regret that tbey are w~thout education. 

.M. 
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It has already appeared in Baillie Smith;s: 

"eport, tbat the Gypsies in Scotland, of late 

iyears, have bad reeourse to a similar occupation 

'In' the sale of earthenware, 1\'hil~b, as they 

mostly attend fairs, i8"'8 mode of life remarkably 

adapted to their ineli!t8tion. 

Some pains ha\'e been taken among the 

pmteries'in Staffordshire, to procure informa

tion' of the number of families of thisdescription~ 

which annually apply to purchase the refuse of 

'their wares; but DO return bas been made. 

The application to tbe Sberiff's 01' Seotland~ , 
pro'cured from the counties prompt and de .. 

cisive reports; and it is not probable t~at any 

measure, &hott of an order to the eon&tables 0f 

'every t~wnship, to take an account on the 

Sallle day, througbout England, would be sur .. 

ficieo"t fo'r asCertaining Gypsey population. 

"For tbis purpose a pat role . might. be ne

'eessary, 00 one and the same day, in each ~wn

.hip;. particularly in lanes and situations shaded 

. in summu." If notice of the requisition were to 

'be communicated to constables, a few days 

before, with directions not to disclose the object. 
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,tllrther tban the necesSary provisiOIi f'o'r it re.~ , 

lJuired; it·is probable, tbat a sufticiendy correct 

'eStimate might be formed; of tbe aggregate 

·ttumber in the nation~ 

< Such an account mightext~Iid also to th~ 

,itinerant. potters; . and the number of their 

-chndren! or if·the potters take out a Hawker's 

and Pedlar's licence)' a return of tbeir number. 
might 'be obtained from the proper, office. 

There is reason to think that many of these 

dealers have acquired property, who, never

theless take lodgings for the winter, i,nstead of 

renting houses; whereby they, equally with 

Gypsies, evade all contributions to the service 

of the State, and parochial assessments. 

On this subject, the writer is reminded of 

wbat has often occurred to him, when inspect

ing a low description of lodging-houses in the 

populous town of Sheffield, of wbich be is an 

inhabit~t. Finding it difficult to obtain from 

the keepers of sucb houses, sufficient informa

tion respecting their guests;· he has thougbt, 

that obliging aU who lodge itinerants to take 

out a licence, would, by rend.ering them ame-

M2 

~ 
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171 BlrrORICAL seRVEr .. 

nableto just authority, obviate t~is di~uIty:; 

and put it in the power of those respe~table in,. 

.habitants, who wish the regulation of these rer 

ceptacles,. to exercise just dilK:rimination, with

out infdnging upon the liberty of the subject. 

He has r~n to believe, if this were etJ'~cted" 

it would operate as a considerable :check 0" 
vagrancy, and save much trouble to mar. 
trates.. . 
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SECTION X. 

Pre.eM nate oj tie Gypsies ia and aboflt Londoa. . 

'IN tbe aatumu of l'8IS, the author made a 

journey to London, is order to obtain informa

tion respecting the Gypsies in its vicinity. 

'fhe first account he recei¥ed of the education 

()f any of them, was from Thomas Howard) 

proprietor or a glass and china shop, N o~ 60, 

~etter-Iane, Fleet-street. This person, who 

preached among the Calvinists, said, that in 

ibe winter of 1811, he had assisted in the esta

blisbment of a Sunday School in Windmill

street, Aere-lane,.near Clapbam. It was under 

the patronage of a single gentlewoman, of the 

name of ~ilkinson, and principally intend~d. 

for the neglected and forlorn children of brick

makers, and the most abject of tfle poor. It 
. . , 
was begun' on a small scale, but increased till 

. . 
the numbeI: of scholars amounted to forty. 

M.3 

. . 
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During the winter, a family of Gypsies, of 

the name of Cooper, obtained lodgings at a 

house opposite the school. Trinity Cooper, a 

,daughter of this GypseyfllJllily, who was about 

'thirteen years of age, 'applied to be instructed 

at the scbool; but, in consequence of tbe ob

loquy affixed to that description of persons, she 

was repeatedly refused. She nevertheless per

severed in her importunity, till shenbtained 
, "", , " . \ . 

admission for herself, and two of her brothers.'" . . . , 

Thomas Howard says, ,that, surrounded ashe 

was by ragged children, without shoes and . . . . 
stockings, the first lesson he taught_t~eBl was. 

8ilenc~ and ~ubmissio.n.-They acquired habits 

~f sub~rdina~ion, became tracta.ble and docile;. 

and, of all his scholars, there were ~ot any mor~ 

attentive and affectionate than th~se; and when 
, -

the Gypsies broke up house in the spring, to; 

make their usual e~cursions, tbe children ex .. 

pressed much regret at leaving the sch~oI. 

This a~count was confirm~. by Tholll8s, 

Jackson, of Brixton-row, mini~ter of Stockwell 

Chapel, who said, since the above experiment" 

eever~l Gypsies had been admitted to a sabbath; 
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scnool,.llnder the direction of his congregation... 

At their iatroduction, be compared them to 

birds when first put into a cage, which fte", 

against the silles of it, having no idea .of ra .. 

• traint; . but by a steady even care over them, 

.and the inftuence of the example of other 

.cnildr.e.o,,'they soon be.ca~e sett1ed~ :and feU' 

. into tReir ranks. 

With a view to reeonnoitre all encampment , . 

()f Gypsies, .the author accepted a seat in th~ 

carri~ge'9fa friend, wh9 drove him .to Haina~It 
forest. ~Tbis', aecording io b1storians,. was of 

vast extent in .the til8es of tbe ancient Britons, 

reaching to the Thames; and so late as the 

reign of Henry the 2«1, it cove.red the norther» 
I'icinity of theeity.. 

On this forest, about two m'iles from the viI-. 
lage of Chigwell, Essex, and ten from London, 

stands the fa.r-famed oak, at which is held . 

Fairlop Fair, -that gr.eat .alUl.ual .reso.rt of tbe 
Gypsies. 

According to an 'account of 'it printed for 

Bogg, Paternoster';' row, t~e trunk or mai.u 

~tem of this tree has been sixty-six feet, and 

.• 11 

• 
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some of the branches twebe feet, in ciFCum

fe1ence. The age of this prodigy of the furest 

cannot be ascertained with any degree of pre-. ' 

eision. The oak viewed by the present King, 

in Oxfordshire, and some years ago felled in 
the domains of one of the Colleges, though only 

twenty-five feet in girth, is said to. have been 

six hundred years old. Fairlop oak having 

b.eell nearl~ thrice as Jarge" is supposed to be 

at .east twice that age. 

Phillips employed by the King, appli~ a 

patent mixture to stop .the progress of its decay,. 

but, last autumn, when seen by the describer, 

~ts naked gigantic tr.unk and arms, retaining 

not the least symptom of animation, presen ed 

a ghastly spectacle of the ravages of time, 8J 

contrasted with the rich verdure of the sr .. -

rounding scenery. 

The. circumstances which gave ~ise.to ~e 

establishment of a fair, on this spot of grot d, 

are somewhat singular. 

Daniel Day, an engine, pump, aDd btl : .. 

maker, of Wapping, having a small estaf n 

the vicinity of this oak, W88 in the bah " 
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.... n.nuallyresorting to it about a.fortnight after 

midsunimer, to receiv~ bis rents, wben h.e pro,; 

vided a dinner un~er ~be. tree, amI iriv.ited se

veral of his. friends to it. Tl.I~ nOl'elty of the 

,cene. exc~~ing the attention of ih~ neighbouring 

inhabitan~s, attendance on that. occasion in~ 

creased until about the year 1726, when booth. 

being erected. round the stupendous oak, the 

8cen~ assu~ed the appeB:rance of ~ regular fair.· 

It haEf continued to be ~eld there, and it is said 

DOw att~acts a gr~at number of attendants. 

As this fair d~s not appear to. be: a wart for 

borses or cattle, .there is reason to fear,. it i. 

~ept up more for revelry and excess, . than for 

any ~seful purpose. The ground has been 

cleared to some extent .abou~ tb«: oak, which 

~ands at' the head . of a cir-culal' lawn, sur

rounded by,pailing, to protect it from the ra

vages oJ the unthinking part of the multitude, 

who assemhle there. It is said to ha ve beeD 

the practice of the. Gypsies; to kin~le fires 

~gain.t tbe trunk, by which the b.ulk has heeD 

. ~imini8hed, and perhaps the vegetation iJlA 

jure4. 
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On the side of tbe forest, near to Dagenham, 

Essex, . was the encampment of Gypsies, of 

which the author's friend was in quest. The 

eonstmction of their tents, is well known to be 

wooden hoops fastened into the ground,' and 
, . ~ 

eo"et'ed with an awning of blankets or canvas, 

"'hicb resembles tbe tilt of a waggon; tbe end 

is closed from the wind by a curtain. This 

gang was called by the name of Corrie. , It 

eoasisted of an old man, his wife, a niece, and 

tbeir son and daughter with ten children; s9 id, 

to be all from Staffordshire. . The men were 

scissars' grinders and tinkers. , 

Questions being asked tbenl respecting their 

condiiioR, a young woman made sO,me obser~ 

vations UPOIl them to 'an older woman, In their 

own peculiar &peecb. This was the first time 

the writer had' an opportunity or ascertaining, . . 
what the language ofGj'psies in England really 

was. With the knowledg~ only ofGrenmann~s 
!Vocabulary, he poiuted' out wbat tbe young 

woman bad expressed; upon wllich they im~ 

'JDedi.w-Iy exclaimed, the gentleman under~ 

Altanda what we say; . and they gave waJ iD . 
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'immoderate transports of joy" saying, they:. 

would tell him .ny thing he wisbed, to know • 
. ' 

fof tbem. 

On being asked what gold was in their Ian .. · 

guage, they replied without hesitation,80f1aaka. 

and immediately added, silver w,as roop. 
Tb~ opinion which has been entertained, 

that Gypsey language was composed only of 

'Cant terms, or of what has been denominate4 

the slang of b~gars, has probably been much 

promoted. aDd strengthened by the dictionary 

contained in a pamphlet entitled, " The Life 

and Adventures of Bampfylde Moore Carew." 

It consists for the most part of English words. 

vamped up apparently not so much for the pur~ 

pose of concealment, as burlesque. Eren if 

used by this people at all, the introductioa 

of this calit,. as the genuine language of th~ 

community of "Gypsies, is a gross impositio", 

on .the public. ' ; 

One of the women said, tbe education of' 

their children was to be desired, but tbeir tra"t" 

'Velling from place to place was against it.-4· 

,-oung man among them said, tbere were ~ . 
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hundred of their people ill Staffordshire. < Th., 

gang was intelligent as wdl as communicative" 

and gave proof ot' more civility than is com

mooly attributed to Gypsies • 

. The author also visited Norwood, whicb was 

formerly a principal rendezvous of the Gypsies. 

This village, near Croydon, in Surry, is si

-tuated on a fine hill, and is a wildly rural spot; 

Imt having been consillerably .inclosed of late 

"years, it is not now much frequented by the 

Gypsies. 

John Westover, deputy of James Furnell, 

constable of Norwood, stated, that about two 

months before, the Gypsies in that neighbour- ' 

hood had been apprehended as vagrants, and 

.ent in three coaches to prisOI},.' This account 

was confirmed by Edward Morris, the landlord 

at tbe Gypsey house. It did not ap~ea~ that 

dlese Gypsies werp. committed for depredations 

~n property, but merely on the vagrant Bct. 

Gypsies being t-ooted, as it is termed, in tbis 

,manner, from various parts of the south, Dlay 

probably have occasioned their appearing in 

greater numbers in the nortbern parts Dr the 
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'nati~. The writer of thi~ section being at 
Scarborough,~n the bathing season 'of 1815. 

bad intelligence of there being, at the same 

time, an encampment of Gypsies at Borough~ 
bridge, BRother at ~naresborCJugh, and a third at. 

Pocklington, in 'the east-riding of Yorkshire. 

On retunling froOl Scarborough, he was to1cl 

by an acquaintance at Tadcaster, that, a gang 
of about twenty Gypsies, were just gone frOID 

. the neighbourhood, after telling {ortunesto 

toost of the people in the town. The same 

summer, a numerous horde had been driven 

from the .township of Rotherbam; and .there 

had been two encampments in the neighbour. 

hood of Sbeffield. 

The winter befQre. the last, severe as it was, 

a gang of about fifty or sixty, lay upon Bramley; 

. Moor, three mil~s ·from Chesterfield. This 

information was r~eived from Joseph Storrs of 

Cbesterfiel~, who bas been an assiduous coad

jutor. From tbe same authority, the writer· 

learns, that a .number of Gypsies usually came 

to Duckmanton~ near Ches~erfi.eld,at the feast, 

:who appear to be in pretty good reputation in. 
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'their transactiofllti~ Alfiho thiEt is pariy 
of (::;ypsies who frequent Socombe-Iane, neat 

Shifih::;iOokJ whieh is t,flltu milufih east fJ,f Pluuslek 

They are called Bosswell's gang,~ consisting 01 

once" a year; and sometimes continue there for 

mOit of A womTH ami3Tg thTm. ie 

90 hears old. They gT=ud chTfihhctei' 

. and one of them who bought u. pony, bad credit 

for and Taid on reh~fD. 
3 

After obtaining information at Norwood, of· 

the wintei~31uaitTr8 tu which GYk= 

lies resorted; the author had an interview with 

bra3.&fllthes seviJeal fTi!(,ilie:i 3if thTiT, 

at the b3.3E3se 3Jf his fiiend Wil1iJim. 

Grocer, in Broad-street, Giles3s.. And 10 

jushfllte to mRRfiht ObiflltflltVe, that 

considerably the fear of apprehension as va-

among strangers, to elude their inquiries, no 

disp0iiition to d0i iO, nppearfih in iJOmp~fihny 

peiiuns t0i fihRhOE0:.& theh E0fihe ki£tiflVn j 

they can repose confidence, 



• 
OF THE GYPSIES.. 

Being accustomed to layout their money at. 

the shop of this grocer, he said they would ~ 
very ready to attend upon his invitation; aoo 
accordingly, a number of them SOOD made ~heir 

~ppearance. They said there were abou* 

twenty of the name of Lovell, who lodged ia 

Bowles's )'ard, in the neighbourhood. These, 

.acknowledged themselves Gypsies, and many. 

of them ·had the features, as well as the com

plexion of Asiatics. 

Their account is, that the~ come into lodg

ings at 'Yichaelmas, and continue till April, 

then they set out on travel, and go into Nor

folk, &c. 

. That some time ago,80me of them bad em~ 

braced an oWer to educate their children at 

St. Patrick's charity school, which had beeD 

established by the chaplain to tbe Portuguese 

ambassador; but some dissatisfactioD arisin~ 

in consequence of the religion of the coil~uctors 

or that Institution, they bad relPov~ their 

children to the school for the Irish, taught by 

Partak Ivery, No. l), George-street. 
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Uriah Lovell, the h~ad of one of tbe familie., . . 
made a v.ery decent appearance;· three of his 

children bav(> been four -winters at school, and 

learned to read and w~ite; their father having 

paid sixpe~ce per week, for each of them.

Partak was sent for, and came to the bouse of 

William 'Corder, where be confirmed the above 

account, saying there had been six Gypsey 
. . 

children at his school, and that when placed 

among others, they were reducible to order. 

T~ese Gypsies, like those, upon Hainault 

fore~t, appeared to be greatly delighted at 

ineetiilg with a person, acquainted, as they 

thought, with their language, and were re· 

.p.arkably free in speakin~ it. 
i , 

Jam(>s Corder, son of William Corder, ob· 

tailled. the following account of some of the 

,lodgers in'Vestminster, and in the Boro~gb, 

li.c. 
NtIIII". FIl7Ril!J. 

10bD Lov~lI, wife and 6 children, Cbair-botlllmer, Tunbridge-Blree1. 

James Loven. 

Joeeph Lovell, 

'l'Iaomas Lovell, 

William Loven, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

elo. 

6 

B 

I! 

. 1 

do. Tiliker, Church-lane. 

do. Chair.bottom!!r, Ne'll"-stl"Ht. 

do. Chair. bottom"r. Banbridgt--streeIz-

dO. Kuife-sriuder, CbarclHtreet. • 
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Fanril!l • 

. Lussba Cooper, wife and 10 children, Rat.catcher, Touenbam-conrt.roa4. 
" \' 

Corrie Lovell. do. 5 do. Knife-grioder, Bohf)n~treet. 

Vrlab Lovell, do. 6 do. Cbair.boUomet, Bolton~tteet., 

Thomas Lovell, do. , do. Knife-grioder, Paddingtoil. 

tilolomon LoveD, do •. 4 do. Cbair.bottomer; New-street. 

SoJOIDon J ooes, do. B do. Basket·maker and Wire-worker. 

ikeo ~nd Women, 22-59 Cbildren> 
Baltle-brid~. 

.fobn Lee; .ife and 9 cbildren, Cbair·bottomer, 'totbil-fielda. 

R.icbard Tayloi\ dOl s do. Wire-worker; New-stn!et. 

BelRy LoveD. wld.>w; 8upJlOrted by ber soo' JOIeph Love~ 

·Jotepb toveU; wife' i dll. Bello __ uder; Sbore-dltcb. 

Diana Lee; widow I do. Sells F;arthenware, Sbore-ditcb. 

Mansfield Lee, wiFe 0 del. Tinker aud Grinder, Sbore-ditc:b. 

Zachariah Lee, dO. ·0 do. Fiddler-Trilvels the Country: 

· 1'holllllS Smith. do. i do. Cbair.bcittolDer. Liaon-geea. Pad-
diugtoni 

• Thomas Porter; dd. S do. '\V orD at the Canal, Paddincton. 

Charlotte Allen, widow T do. Sells Earthenware. KenHtreet, Do-
roUlb, 

· James Cole; wife 4 . do. Lampllgbter aod Grinder, Keat· 
street, Borough. 

~ward Martin, do. B dQ. SeDs FRit In the Street, Ktllt,. 
Itreet, .Borolllb-

. Samuel Martin, do. 6 do. JOW'IIe)'DIIUI Saddler. \V!Iite-etreeL 

John Sinfield, do. 0 do. SeUs YIIh in the Streeu; WIIItH~ 

Joho Taylor, do. S do. Ditto. l>itto. 

}(en and Womeo.25---:-44 ChIlclrn. -
~ 
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Tllere has not been any information obtained 

concerning who winter in Bull's Court, Kings

land Road, or in Cooper's Gardens. 

Tl~e older Gyps.ey cbildren assist .their pa
renuia ,their .t.r.ad.es; a (e·w ()f tl,le yOUJ:lgeJ' g~ 

< 

io<8cbool during winter. Most.of those who 

have children, are' desirous of their receiving 

an education; tllough but few have the means ., 

of procuring it •. 

They.complain of the scarcity of wqr~;. :antl 
in some .instances appear to be distressed for 

want of it; the more so, as their ideas of inde .. 

pendence prevent their applying to,. parishes 
. . 

. ..lor assistaoce.-It is much to their cr,dif., that 

so few instances occur of their begging in Lon

don. In the minutes of evidence before the 

Committee of t).Ie House of Commons, on men

dicity, there is only one example of a Gypsef' 

, girl beg~ing: ·in the streets.~ 

. Some uf the women go in a morning to prin- . 

cipal bouses in the squares, before the beads or 

'the families have risen,and tell fortunes to 

the senants,from whom tbey obtain sixpenee 

-or a shilling each. 
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A few ot the Gypsies continue all the year 

London, e:x.c~:ptiI1g their attendeiice 

i~l the vicieity. Others, wheffin wo~h is "'~~~ ... ",~"s 

go out twenty or thirty miles round the metro~ 

polis, carrying their implements with them on 

~EEes; end EEupp+::&rt hy 

they ~%btai?:i the towe+:: a0"&d village~ 

thrQugh wllich they pass; and 'assist sometimes 

hay-mahing, and plec::khng heps, 

of Su +::c:y , 

Among those who have winter-quarters in 

LandoR, there are a few that take circuits or 

,gl?:iat edeet& d?:iime td?:im wentitiJ;DeP 

Helt.s i?:ito ,Ssdfolk& th01n:&crfJi+::sinh Bed= 

rordshire and Buckinghamshire to Hereford .. 

"ahire, Momeouthshiie, &cos 

tX at Yar~outI05' 

SOdth Wales, Wiltshire, &c .. -
There·is reason to think" the greatest part 

IsJc:zed tra?:ierseh~ in ~in>ectiees, 

b?:iedee 0,5'f" GJc:psiet& ". " 

For the purpose ot comparing the language 

of Engtish of 

i;n Seetion trill;; the f?:ille"%# ing hist 

It 2 

". p 
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words WIlSr sent to. J a~s Corder ,Broa.dstreef1 

Bloomsbury. He obtained from the Gypsies 
, ·1., • 

in his ne;ighbourhood> the transl~tion affixed to 
0- ',.. • 

'&hem .. 

'. 811gli.1r. ' Oyp.t!y'. E1Ig(is",: . Gyp.ey, -

Olle- : Vake Hot day . Tal-dewes 

Two' 'Du~e Ear' 'Irau 

Three- Trio Day Dewes 

Foar' . ·Stor Ni.gldl R.ant : 

Five' Pan· White Parna .. 

.... eO' Dyche Sheep' Bolko, 

Head.. t::hane- . Hog. Borlo 

Eyes Yock Fish MarchcJ 

Nose . Nack. . House Kare· 

Bread". . Mor Geld. Sonneka ... 

Bread' & butter. K~m01r Silve. Rupe 

)Jeer Liinbar Dog Jukou 

Hai~ Balo, Horse Grarre 

Cold deJ Shll-dewes 

When it is"known' til at Gypsies are un

acquainted with letters, and 'that James Corder, 

. who took from the mouths of those in the pa

• liMh called St~ 'Giles~ tbepreceqing Gypsey .. ' 
• 
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yords, .did D()t know of Grellmann's'vocabulary~ 

the coincidence appears very remarkable; but 

it is stm' more ie with the 'Turkish Gy~y 

apecimen by Jacob Bryaftt; exhibited also hi 

the 8th Section.' Robert Forster af'Tottenham~ 

who has been a coadjutor in this werk, trans ... 

mitted the following collection of W?rds ob, 

tained from .Gypsies in :his ~Dejgbbourhood.· . 

0JIp.eg.. ~ngli81, Gyp.ey., Engfi81&.. 
. 

Parnee :W.~er Shill-deu~s Cold day 
; 

.Jewcal . ~og Taldu Ho~ da, . , 
Maurau Bread. . Moil$ Ass 

-Kil-maurau Bread & bu.tter : Jlu.r lJors,e 
LiVeDai' Beer 

In the conversation '8 .clergyman bad with 

. ~e BOS8weIl gang, as published in the Christian 

Guardian for 1812 aod 1813, the, told him 

Chum, was the sun.; au." the mooD; Kal
maro, bread and butw; and Li"ina,drmk. 

The first two of those words almost exactly 

accord ·with .Grellmann's vocabulary, and the 

. Wier as nearly with Robert Forster's and JaJD.ef 

.JiB 
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£order~ eollectioa from Gypaiea ill and ahoa.t 
LondOli. 

)!rDUl the eQ~raiiye .-lew" vh~h have 

been taken el Gypaey expleuions i. ftlieus 
CJQ1lntries, ,there • re.. to conclude tlIat 
.11eMVef they laave _eli aeattered on the race 
4ll the .. l'tb,tbey. have spoken QId tranSQlitte4 

'the IBID(! l-.guJge m their ~ndanta. Tbat 
i* sb(lul4 have been preservecl by them, when 

among people or, otber tongues, throughout 
cf'nt1:lries, fOf no purpose tbat we are acquainted 

with, b\l.$ t .... t Qf CQt1ce4ll~e:nt, is i{l<ieed Mto~ 
.. iahin;~ 

',,-. 
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SECTION XI. 

&.Ii1lle8U of "ttrious pe,..oft,rOft the moral'c6M'tW~' . 

of the GyJ*e' • 
• 

AFTER the extensive survey which has DOW' 

been taken of the customs and habits' of thi 

people, in the various countries they illivctbit, 

the reader will be prepared for the cOllclus.l't>nsof 

Grellmann, that Gypsies are indeed-a' singular 

phenomenon in Europe.- And remarkable it 

is, that the combined! influence of time, di·

mate, and example, have not ('ffected ~c:lny ma~ ' 

terial alteration in their state. For tbe space Ofl 

three or four hundred years, · they have gone 

wandering about as) pilgrims am" strangers; 

they are·foWld ineastem, a8 well as in'western' 

countries·; 8swellamong thc' rude, as the civi·· 

Ii zed ; among, indolent and active people; yet! . 

they remain in· all places, as· to' customs lind-· 

)1abits, what their fathers were-. 

N·4 

? 
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It is 8$serted, there are two causes to whi~~ 

$his coincidence is to be attributed; .one is the 

~untry w~ere th~y originate, ~ith ~heir con

eequent ~rain of thinkiqg; the ~tber ari~~ ou~ 

of t~e ~irc~m~t~nces which have hitherto ~t-. 
'tended their s.ituatio,n. Their p,eculiar notion~' 

and customs, lea,ve n~ doubt ~f ~heir being o( 

eastern origin. In o,riental ~untries, attach~ 

ment t~ h~bit is so strong, that wh~t b,. l>eel\. 
o,ncecurrent among t~e.m, be ~t ~fer so per ..... 

~icious or ridi,culou",- ~ p~r~vered. in.; any. 

~fI'ect~n wbi~h h~~ ~Ilce predominate~, reta~ 
its dominion r~'r:.ge~··' ,..... . , . 

Mah9~et' ~pq",in~ that th~ weak sidf: or .tb~ 
Arab~~~~' ~~~ t\le~~'~~~eJ1ltion fOI: evel')' thing . .. . 
hantied qOl!~ (ro~ t~ei~ fo,refath~rs, gav~ bis 

. . ~ \ I \ •. 

~ew profe8Sio~ th~ c9lQuri~g 9f ~n~iquity, and; 

aftirmecJ it·to b~ tbe I:~ligio~ of Ab.r-aba~. The, . . ' 

Jesuitll. i~ Chin" ,-vaile~ t}l~lQselv~s ~f similar, 

~eans, ltyreferring. tQ Conf~~i~8-, in aid of. 

their . do~tr~~es,· ~nd thus th~y obtaine4 ad

missi~~ for tbeir reliiio~ among the Cbinese. 

In the eastern natio~8, ,no. change is adopted 

1J).erely because it is an improvement~ T~~, 
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OF THE GYPSIBS. •• 1 

Chinese are acquainted witb the use of glass, yet 

~heir mirrors are always made of metal; and 

their windows of abells.-Mechanical watcbea 

have been .cor agel used in the court of Pekin, 

but the bulk of tbe nation depend upon the 

action of. fire and water;. the former, by the 

. gradual burning of a match composed of sweet 

8melling powder, the latter by water, somewhat 

resembling our largE' hour-glasses. 

If we consider the circu:Qlstances under wbich 

the Gypsies have existed, we shall want nothing 

more to make us comprehend, why they have 

remained tQ the presetlt time, what they were 

at their first arrival ill Europe. Separating 

t)lemselVes as much as possible from all 8880-' 

ciatiop, but with those of their own tribe, they 

avoid every meallS which might give a new 

turn to tbeir ideas, or in the least degree con

tribute.to eradicate deep-rooted' prejudice._ 

Unused to reflect, and fettered by habit" they 

arrived in our quarter of the globe; and it does 

.)lot appear tbat any mea~ures have been en.,· 

~in,~d. £91 instructing or reforming them, ex.· 
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~pt tbose ot the Empreu Theresa, which were 
D~ver put in execution. 

The most extreme punishments failing to 
elect. a ehang~ iD the habits of Gypsies,. they 

were 8Ubje~ted in almost all ceuotries to ba

nislunent. They had been accustomed in their 

ow·n. country" to· live remote from cities and 

toWD& i B9W they became more invariably in

habitants of (oreate, and penetrated deeper inte. 

de&erfB; a8, in consequence of the le8r.ch wliich 

was made after 'hem, QI',. at least, thretltenedi 

if> be maoo, they judged themseliIVe8 IDOre se·· 

cure- iB' seclusion aDd' concealment, tban they· 

woald hav.e been,. in frequenting. places of esta

blish.ed abede, and having £ree intercourse with. 

,the neigbbQuring. inhabitants. Thus t~y be·, 

same" iD a greater- degree, QUtoasts from civi .. 

lized 89ciety;, aod. di \'ested of tlie most,. and! 

perhaps the only, probable means,. gfl il\duc;iu~ 

a· chang.e ill their manner. 

Being always. either persecuted;. or: left· t .. 

tbemsehtes,.Ilo other could be expected: than that 

they must ev.er remam.ill· all places the same .. 

·rhe character of people being formed by !be 
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·instruction they reeeive in their early years, 

~D it be thought surprising, that Gypsies who

are idlers, should he also abantioned aDd' 

thievish" Is it to be expected tbat men should

become diligent, who. have been educated iii 

laziness' -Wbo can btlve- a general idea of fair' 

dealing, tbat bas never beeR taught the dis- . 

tinction between good ami evil, virtue and

"rice' Perbaps it is reserved for 8t1": age, iJlo 

which 80- much has heen attempted· for tbe be

Befit of mankind, to humanize a people, who, 

fer ceBtu-ries, have wandered in error and neg

lect; and it may be hoped, tbat while we are' 

eBdeavouring t-e ameliorare the condition of 

our African brethretl, the civilization of Gy~. 

lies, who fol'lB so large a portion of humanity, 

-will not be overlOOkect. 

It CBn~t be denied, that c6DsideriDg the 

multitude of.them, their reform must be a sub .. 
. -

ject of- very serious consideration to many stat(>s. 

The period in which banishments were gene

rally pronounced on this people, were too un .. -

philosophical for any preferable mode of pu

Jtialutlentto be luggested.; but it may- be 
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expected from a better infoI:med age, that'· 

better maxims will be adopted. lVe send 

.postIes to the east and west, to the mos~ 

distant parts of the whole earth; and even 

into the very country whence the Gypsies emi .. 

grated, to instruct the people, who know not 

(1~~ Is it not inconsistent for men to be soli

oitous fp, the )V~lfare of their fellow-creatures 

in distant rf!gioDs, and to throw ofT, and leave 

to chance, jlJp~ who, equally wretched, have 

brought their ~rroJ'ff bome to us? If it be a 

good work" to ~fl~4 r~Jigif)p a~d virtue to such 

8S are ignorapt pf fh~ir ~r~atf)r, why PQt begio

with those nearest to lJ!l1~~p~ially as peglect 

in this particular, ~ .tt~~d~4 witl1 ~etri~ent 

to the society of which we ~r~ w~~b~rs! 

The" Gypsies have beep lPflg ~MJJg~ among 

civilized people to prove, t~a~ t~~1 will not 

be allured by the mere exa~pl~ 9f (}t~~~s, t~ 
free themselves from the fetters of ol~~ ~t\.t9~1iI 

and vWes. To accomplish thp* ~~~" ~~f~ 
eWectual means" are requisite. 

It would be vain to hope for any considerable 

progress in the improvement gf those who a~" 
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3town Up. Their reformation w~uld hea dif

ficult task, a8 the attempts made by the Em~ 

press Theresa evinced :-you must begin with 

children, and not meddle with the old stock~ 

on whom no efforts will have effect. 

Expelling the Gypsies e~tirely, was not 

merely a premature step, it was a wasteful ~me. 
. , 

This is indisputable, so long as th~ state maxim 

bolds good~ that a numerous popu~tion is ad

vantageous. 

Care being taken to' enli~ten their under

standings, and amend. their hearts, they m1gh" 

'become" useful citizens; for observe them a'. 

whatever employment you 'may, there always 

appear sparks of genius. It is WE'll known, 

and no writer omits to remark, what artful de

vices they have recourse to, in perpetrating 

any cheat or robbery: -but this is not the only 

particular in which they show capacity. The 

following extract is from a Hungarian author, 
" , 

who was an attentive observer of these people. 

" The Gypsies have a fertile imagination in 

their way, and· are quick and ready at expe

tlieuts; so that in many serious, doubtful cases, 

Digitized by Coogle 



'" mB~1tICAL Itt.YEt' 

1hey soon recollect bow to act, in order to- ex-

1ricate themselves. We cannot indeed help 

'Wondering, when _ we attend to, and cOnsider 

<tbe skill tbey display in preparing and bring

ing their works to perfection; whim is the 

more DeceI8Ilry from the scarcity 0.1 proper 

-tools and apparatus. They are very acute and 

ennning in cheating, or thieving; and whell 
called to account for any fraud or robbery, 

fruitful in invention, and persuasi'fe iB their 

.guments to defend themselves." 

QrelI~ 

••• 
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The neomme:udation of GrellIlMllU, p. lOr., 

i9 'begm the wfWkof r~()nn with cliildren, 

~PI=~~:U8 j_ieiollB ~~ents of tile 

justify tile that.benev~l~~l 

~~~~ti()DS Jfotlld 

after.wards 

.• toelt." 

fr.wt~, 

:;'~q.~:;:;,~~ even t.otae 

Before the Circular introciured i. the lOth 

Seetion was distributed,tbe author did .at 
Juww ·ofthe on the subj~1f:;1 

which 

of the 

in the iDtere~i~~ 

Ob&erver. BTIP 

,,£i"~"'~ now COllsi4..I~TITI hzj usHee te 
. Ilevole.t iDdividuals, w~ had take. the lead 

in thjs work of Christian charity, not to giye 

full.con5i4emtion ,to the i~88 tl\ey haFe lug .. 

tested. 
Vol. VIL periodical 

it the .n'·',~,_ 

As the diviDe spirit of Christianity deems no 



!OO HISTORICAL· StJln'Et 

neath her notiee, I venture to apply to, YOli au 
,behalf of a race, the outCast. of society, of whoae 

pitiable condition, among' the many forms of 

, human misery which' hav'e engaged your efforts, 

'I do DOt recollect to have seen'aoy notice in the 

'pages of your excellent misCellany. I allude 

to tbe deplorable state of the Gypsies, on whose 

behaif I beg leave to solicit your good offices 

with thepublic.~Lying at our very doors, 

'they seem- to have a': peculiar claim on out 

cOmpassion .. ' 

. In tile midst or a highly refined state of so

ciety, they'are but little removed f~om Savage 

'life. In this happy eountry, ,where the light of 

Christianity shines with its purest lustre, they 

are still strangers to, its, cheering iod.ence .. 

I have not heard even of any efforts which have 

been 'made,' either by individuals' or 8Ocietips, 

for their improvement; 'and' 80 thoroughly do 

they appear to despise the advantages of civi .. 

liled lite, that perhaps ,nothing less: tban that 

change .or heart, which is the effect of, the 

blessing of God on the means employed for 

their conversion, would prevent their 0011-
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OF TUE GYPSIES. 20.1. 

tinuing to bE! the pest of society. The great 

Shepherd of Israel despises not these unhappy 

wanderers :/rOib ,bis fold; and I am persuaded, 

that aei·ther you, nor those who read and prize 

)'lOur work, will be insensible to the force or 

H:is 'benign ,example. 

; )[ay the Divine Spirit suggest means, by 

whioh thia wretohed. race may be reclaimed 

from their vagrancy, and be made acquaintecl 

with that. Saviour, w,pom :to know is life 

eternal! 

Yours, ,&c. N II ... 

To the Editor 'of the Christian Observer-, 

It gave me pleasure to ohserve in one of the' 

numbers of your miscellany, a letter on a sub

ject that has frequently engag~d ~y serious 

attention: I mean the state of the Gypsies. 

It js painful to reflect how r.naliy thousands of 

t.hese unhappy creatures, ban', since the light 

,of Christianity has shone on this Island, gon~ 

. into eternity i~norant of the way of sal vatioD" 

•• VII1.9ii. p.·496, m. 
() 
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and without o"e cheering thought of a Saviour .. 

Surely, SirJ there is an awful responsibility at-

mehed to this neglect! If we rook back into 

the bistory of the Christian church, from the 

edrliest ages, we shall find that the introductioD 

of the gospel amongs~ any people, has gene

ta1ly been· eWected by means of Missionaries ; 

and so numerous are the Gypsies, and 80 de

sultdry in thei~ ba~its of life, that it might weU 
'. Occupy the time of more than one zealous in

diviUHal, to go amongst them, and by plain.· 

simple, aR'ectionate conversation and exhorta

tion, when pracj;icable, instruct them in the 

knowledge of their Redeemer. 

Nor in this favoure(} land, where there 

are so many who zealously embrace the doc

wines of Christianity, "ouid there, t trust, b~ 

wanting both one, or more persons, who would 

devote themselves to this truly apostolic work; 

and benevoleht individuals who would opea 

their hearts and their purses, for the support 

and encouragement of sllch an under1aking~ 
. . 

This labour of love would doubtless prol'e less 

··arduous1 than the. attf1mpts whilfh have bee, 
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_de to establish missions amon~he American 

Indians; the natives of the South-Seas; or the 

inhabitants of Southern Africa. 

The dl'ead of the magistracy in this country, 

.,ould prove a protection from personal injury ~ 

while the painful relinqu.ishment of friends and 

country would not be required. . I will also beg 

leave to mention another suggestion: I have 

'lDdetst~d that, in different parts of the king ... 

dom; the neighbourin~ clergy meet at stated 

times, fo~ the purpose of conversing on the im

portant duties of their pastoral office. At such 

times, would it not be well tQ take into con .. 

. sideratiol1, the perishing condition of so large a 

l)8ft of the community, as that, wbich forlD8 

the subject of this letter? Some plan might 

probably be thus devised, wbich, through the 

blessing of the Lord, wou~d prove effectual for. 

tbe salvation of this out-cast, and bitherto neg

lected people. 

I would also take tbe liberty of recom. 

tnehding the cause of these unhappy partners 

Gf our kiud, to the humanity of our dissenting· 

brt"thren; and most eafll)estil solicit Christians 

.,2 

.. 
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of all denominations, to unite in prayer to th'e 

God of all grace, that he would prosper every 

attempt which may be made, to communicate, 

to them tbe knowledge of His will. I trust, 

Sir, I shan 'obtain your excuse for detainint 

~~ou on ttl'is important subject; and as I know 

'youi' pages are read, and valued, by real 

Christians of various denominations, perhaps 

they may, through the Divine Providence, 00 

the means of exciting effectual attention, to the 
spiritual wants of this deplorable set of beings; 

'and the same bene,·olence which induced you 

'to exert your talents and influence in 'behalf of 

ihe oppressed negroes, may be again success

'fully employed, in ameliorating 'the condition 

of a numerous class of our fellow-creatures, 

'vho arc s('cond only to them in 'Vi'etcbedness, 

and spiritual misery. 

I am, &c. FRATERNICUS! 

Digitized by Coogle 



~ .... c· 
o'To tke Editor l!f Ihe Christian ObSfrlJer·., 

The insertion of the letter of" F raternicus," 
. , . ~ 

on the moral and religious state of the Gypsies~ 

in a'latC!! nu~ber of' your work, (August, p.496) . . .. .. 

implies~ I presume, an approbation of' its COl~" 

tents. It is a subject that cannot fail to iuterest 

the feelings of a real Christian. 

'The writer of this, has it ill his pow.er to eon. 

tribute some pecuni~ry ai~ towardl$ SUcJl a truly 

ChJ'~tia~ ~,cJer~J{ing, RI;l..;i wOllJd 11l0~t glaJlf 

. afford it. . ~ colPmiser:~te~, e,qua\ly with Fra~ 

ternicus, the wtetched $tate of this people, and 

hopes to se~ the day when the nation wbi.ch 
has, at leDgth, done j,ustice tQ the poor negroes, 

_ will be equally ~ealous to·d.o tbeir duty in thi:t 

inst~nce; and attempt to . raise t.he Gypsies 

from their state of degradatioll. If ,any way 

Cali be devised through the' medium of yc;nu· 

work, to set about this labGur Gf love, twenty 

pGunds per ~lllI~um shall be tegt;tlarly c~m.tri· 

. butec.l by tbe write.r 0..1' .this; 8,ud you are ~t 

liberty to make whatever .use you can Gf. this 

,~·Yol. vii. p. 'II:!. 

03 
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offer. If any go,od, wbicq'l pray God it mv~ . 
8houl~ ~rise f~o~ .~~~e p~e~nt ~ommu~icatipn .. 

the name ()f t~e w~ite~, wl,o i~' a ~nsta~t 

relJder of t~e Christ~an Observe~, shall ~ mad~ 

~n()wn, when ,thought ~ec~~r! by the con~ 

~~ctor~ 1I~ 
, i 

!l'Q the Editor qf the Cl.ristia_ Ob,ener.·. 

I am much pleased with th.e ·interest which 

your two CQrrespondent!!l, Fraterniclls, and H. 

~ppear ~o take, in the spiritual and eternal 

conditi~n Qf that ignorant an~ ~egraded cla~ 

of human being a, the Gypsies. 

I wish mpch to see appropriate and active 

measures adopted, immediately to Pllt into ex

ecution the benevolent suggestions of your 

lVorthy and sensible corresponden~. l cannot 

. do a great deal in a pecuniary point of .view, 

but in counsel and influence I could do more. 

I feel ~o h~sitation in invi~ing yO~lf corre~ 

poncJents .to a' m~ting on the subject, with a - -

view to the f~rmation of some plan, ~nd t~ 

41 Vol, viii. P. 288~ 
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eonsequentcommencement of active exertions. 

One of the first objects to be aimed at, is the 

. introduetioR of cleanliness and decorltm.-An()-

tber object to be attended to, is, the teaching 

of them, especially the young, to read ; aod 

then the supplying of them with testamentS 

and religious traetL 

There are maRY or the latter which 'Would 

be botb entertaioiftg and useful to them; " but 
the lQ.ost dil'ect means to do them good is~ by 

f ... equent intet'oollrse with them, and plain and 

familiar conversation, prqdently conductect. 

And if any thing be done, it must be under

taken in a patient a:nd persevering spirit. 

The soil which it ;$ proPQ$ed to ~Illti"lltef is 

remarkably barren and unpropitious; of course 

a plentiful harvest must IU)t be ~oon expected. 

The persons to be employed it) this work 9£ 
. faith and labour of love, must not on}y be me~ 

of prudence and discretion, but m~~ or in for

. _ . mation, "and possessing clear and cool head~~ , 
aud warm hearts. 

I have no' doubt, but that in these times' of 

... .ctive benevolence and zeal; when a good pltm 
gj 
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ois laid, aud funds providt'd, instruments will be 
\ 

f()und, who with love in their bearts, will gP 

seek tbose wandering sheep in tbe wilderAess, 

. for wh()m no mao hath yet cared. 

Many good hints, Mr. Editor, are often fruit

leu f()r want of "immediate attention; and many 

a good work long talked. oC il$ not only sus

pended, but never begun, for want of Some one 

to put forth the .baud and begin. I for one, say 

tQ )'our two correspondents; " let' us uise a.d 

build; let us begin; there is no £ear of pro

gre~ and help." , 

1 remain, &c. 

, , ! 

To the Editor of the C}",.fsia'an Obserter~!: o. 

June 13, 1809. 

[ was afraid tbe Gypsies ba,d been quite fo~

gotten; aud therefore it gives me real pleasure 

to see" by your last number, for May 1809, 

that another correspondeut has taken up their 

cause. If the subject was once fairly before 

the pl,lblic, I am persu~ded it would interest -
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f;he feeling-Ii .of manyalJlongSt liS; aDd should 

"ood ~rise from it, which witb Go~'s belp and. 

. blessing;. ~ould.n..ot fail t.o be the case, we mig~~ 

eontidently Joo~ forward t!l a daily incr~asing 

fund for its support. Surely wl~ell our charitT 

i.s fl.owing ill. so wide a channel, conveying the 

~les$iug.s .of the gosp.el t.o tbe mOl$t. distant 

quarters of the glo~, we ~h~11 n~t besitate to 
water . this .one barren and ~eglect~ field, in 
our own land. 

~ , " 

My attentiQn was first. drawn to the state of 

tbis miserable class of bUlllau beings, by the 

letter of " Fraterni~us.;" and looking uPQn it 

as a .reproach. to our country, tbat amidst tbe 

.g.reat l,ight which' prevails, so many of ita 

.children should be walking in ~arkJ;less and 

the shadow of death, I was anxiou$ to con- \ 

tribute something out of my abundance, tow~rds 

their spiri~ual welfare. I perfectly agree wi~ 

your correllpondent, that no time should be lost 

in devising some plan, which may give con

sistency and effect to this work 'of faith, and 

lab~ur .of love. III this sbort and uncertain 

ufe, n.o OPP.ortunities of usefulness should be 

Digitized by Coogle 



2ft, 'hISTORICAL SURVEY' 

Jleglected. It is a call which may never again 

be repeated. I am ready and desirous, to give 

Minimus the proposed meeting; and the time 

and place might be appointed through the 

medium of the Christian Observer. 

I'must however premise, that the writer of 

ibis is a very humble individual in all respects, 

both in abilities, and in influence. My habits 

are very retired, and at present, my time is oc

eupied in attending to the ministerial duties of 

a'populous village. I shall most gladly adhere 

10 my first proposal, and might be induced to 
, 

410 more, if need required. 

In the meantime, it is my earnest prayer to 

. God; that tbis may not be ~ne of those pr~ject8,. 
wbich are only talked of, and never begun'; , 

'but tbat it m~y tend to the glory of bls name, 

and to tbe bringing back of those poor lost 

,meep to tbe fold of their Redeemer. Amen. 

Yours, H. ., 
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To the' Edilor of the Christian ObserlJer·.-

As I am nQt in the CQnstant, habit of seein, 

your publication, it is Qnly lately, in meeting 

with your number for Febru~ry last, at the 

house of a friend, that I was aware that the 

Bpiritual state of the Gypsies, bad excited in

terest In the breasts, of some of your readers. , 

They are a race who have long exci~d i~

~rest in mine; $0 much, that in the year 180~, 

1 had written a letter ,upon the subject to the 

society for bettering the condition, and in

creasing the comforts of the poor; but I thougbt 

on furt;ber reflection, that any attempts to civi

lize a race of beings $0 degraded, and held in 

so mu~h contempt, would be considered so ve'1 

visionary, that I gave up the idea and did not 

send it. A greater lapse of time, farther ob,-, 

servation, and the suggestions of your oorres,

pondents, induce me to trouble you with the 
few following remarks; recollecting that in 

.ljterary attempts and works of beneficence, it 

.~ ~I.e same as in pecuniary subscriptions; th,* 
---...-

• VoL I~. ,.1I17~, ~'J9, Q9,~ 
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great e",~cts are not always produced from the 

stores of an opulent individual, . but from tbe 

'willing contributions of the many. 

It does not appear to me, that a few, or even 

many :Missionaries, according to the·suggestion 

of .'ratcrnicus, Vo1. vii. p. 496, would answer 

the purpose of imparting religious knowledge 

toibe Gypsies; since on account of their wan

~dering mode of life,· and from their not tra

'velling in any numbers together, it would be 

'difficult to form congregations. What the 

-number of Gypsies, arid of those who, lead 

vagrant lives, like them, nlay be in this king

dom, I cannot even form a conjeCture; and 

Mr. Colquhoun, I think does' not mention 'them 

in his treatise on the Police of the ~fetropolis. 

Neither am J a.cquaintetl with their numbers 

and modes of life at Norwood;Y<:. which I under-

. stand is tbe chid residence of them; 'v hat I 

have to say, therefore, is only fromobsernltioBs 

made upon those who frequent this neighbour

hood, and from others seen occasionaUy when-I 

have been t~avelling. -• Sillee writing the alloye, II (ril'nd hIlS informed me that Norwooi Is DO_ 

o~. aDd has ceased to Lt! II. reodczyu\iS or Gypsic::l. 
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The suggestioosof Minimus, Vol. viii. po 288, 
appear to me to be the most :practicable: .od 

t hope that there are many Gypsies wbo weiahl 

be inclined to profit by any judicious and kiIdl 

exertions made on thei'l' behalf. Theft aft! 

.already 8e'Veral families of them with. my 

kn()wledge, who reside in houses during the· 

winter, and travel about only in the 8Uiamer. 
Their means of subsistence are ti.kenng,and 
.fiddli'ng at feasts aDd f~irs; by which SOJDe, 

I believe, make It good deal of money~ .. hi .... 

'helps them oUt in the winter~ whenthere·js!less 

work and less dancing. 

A y~ung . man with a large family ,whom I 
have iong observed near tbis place, in Diy 

walks, about six years ago, when many,inclo

"sures took place in this neigbbourhood, and be 
I 

round it less convenient -to be out in the fielU., 

. or raiber that the farmersl\"~re less willing to 

~et him encamp upon tbE'ir grounds, took a 

small bouse, with a brarden annexed to it, in 
the suburbs of this town, and has since lived 

here constantly in the winter, but travels in 

. the· summer. He is ROW about ::!8 years of ~ue. 
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He married when .20, and has 8 ch.ildren, all of 
whom have been baptized in the sev:eral pa

rishes where they were born. He is aver, 

eivil man, and i. much respected where he is 

·known; having a good character for honesty. 

He attends church constantly on a Sunday;: 

·andtbougb he has not any regular notion of the 

peculiar doctrines of Christianity, he has some 

''Very good general ideas of religion and morality. . 

He is no swearer; and he would consider it 

wicked in' his wife to attempt to teU fortunes • 

. He is frequently employed to fiddle, at tbe 

houses of respectable farmers and trades-people 

at Christmas. His other occupation is tinker

ing; and he is ingenious at mending fiddles, 

and making cases,&c. 

Neither he, nor his wife; can read; and none 

. of his children haTe been hitherto sent to school. 

His third boy, who is about 9 years old, he has; 

at my suggestion, promised to send to the· 

. new school wbich has been established here Oft 

Dr. Bell's and Mr. Lancaster's plan: he ac-' 

cepted the offer with great thankfulness. The. 

boy is. 18 eeme iuto the. Ichoolat Mic~aellllas,: 
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'ben the family return from their summer'j 

travelling. The father would be very'glad te 

have ,all his ,children brought up to any other 

mode or life,; . and ~ven ~ embrace' some other 

himself; but he fiads a diliculty in it. ' 

He himself, from Dot having heen brought 

up to work in husbandry, could not 'go througa 

tbe.labour of it; and few,.fany persons, woulcl 

be willing to eJDploy his children, on account, 

of the bad character which his race bears; alUl 

from ,the ,censure and ridicule which'might 

attach to taking tbem,· where they might 'blt 

Willing to do it from motives of benevolence. 

There is another family f)f Gypsies resideQt 

i~ this place in the winter, the father of, which 

was formerly a musician in *he guards. a~ b. 
a boy now in t~e school. 

These circumstances lead me to thi~~, tbat 

were encouragemeut given to them" the Gyp!" 

.ies, would be inclined to live in tQwns aocl 

villages like otber people; and would, in ano~ 

·ther generation or two ~come ~ivilized, an~ 

with the pain. wbicbare now take~ to educate 

·the poor. and to diffuse \he Scr1ptl1;rcs a~l(l the 
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kllOWMdge m Jesus Cbriat, wouid beeome a 

part oftbe 1!egular foJd: while -in the meall 

time, from personal intercoul)'se with theM- pa8-

tors, and from attending public WUlSbip, the 

spiritual OOIldition of the pr~nt ~eneTatio. 

W01llW ~ DrMeriall, imp~ved. It would, how

fever, Ifequi,e mueh pa1ient oontinu8IIce in well 

doing, 1R those who attempted ito; .. d they 

.biust 'be -prepared, pet'haps, 110 meet with .lOme 

"mowardneu, :and much di88ppointment; but 

~n dee seasen we could not fail to reap, lit' we 

fainted nat. _ 

AU 6nJsies must ,have some paTish to which 

~hey belong; and if these parisbes were fo pro

vide -habitations -for them, and to hold mit -en

-couragement to them to -come and settle, and 

were to bear for the present with any ways 

'which might be dift'erent from those of the re

gular'inhabitants, aft"ording them work as tin

·kers, &c. and providing eduCation and work 

for their children; and for the present, even 

-bearing with their travelllng ,in the sumbler; 

-this _ now almost unprofitable race of beings 

-might be -reclaimed to -society. MaDf of theAl 
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• re accustomed, in the seasons, to undertake 

hay and harvest work. These, I think, with 

proper encouragement, might be induced to 

get their. living by husbandry work throughou, 

the' ye8t'~ 

Should these ~ugg~stions lead to an~ farther, 

discussion upon the subject, or to adop~ing 

any measures to promote the desired object; 

it would give me sincere pleasure to lend my 

assistance, either pecuniary or personal. 

I a~, Sir, &c. J. P. 

Cambridge, Apri12S, lS~O. 

P. S. I recollect 'ha ving heard that the bene ... 
.. ' 

volent Jonas Hanway took a Gypsey for bis 

servant, but I know not on what authority this 

was said. 

'. 

To the Editor cU the Christian Obser'derft:. 

The candid acknowledgment of your bene

volent correspondent, in the Christian Obse"er 

for Februar~ last, that his attention had been. 

,first drawn to the, state or the Gypsies by the .... - .. 
.. Vol. ilt. p. 554,556. 
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Iette'r 0" Fl·~teFni('us, was· n~att.er of. unfeignea 

s~tisfactioll ~o IDe; and 8S it is probable ihe,e 

may be no want of inclination in tbe ChrishaD 

worM, to c-xterrd relief eft'ectu~Jly. to them; 

permit me to solicit a place in your pages,. fo., 

tt thotl~l1t Wbtdl bas occurred to me in Dly me

fti bd:io'HS 0 Ii the- Sit bject, 

rt aPl?ears from a letter hi your number rot. 

~Uay, that tbey are not totally c1estitute of a 

desire for the honefit of inst,rpction. Infor.ma~ 

tion might casr}y he obtained, as to what part 

of England they are to be fmimI ill the greatest 

Rumbers; aneI; if a free s~"ool couhl be in-

.. stitllked,. 31.ltJ. th~.meabfi ~f iqstrucHon· pro,\'idcd 

ior, t~e_ 0-£ 1beir childre.n.lVoo. were willing to 

attend, at least in the winter season; )"nigIJt.. it 

not be a means of cQnye~'ing useful knowledge 

tQ .. th~m ~ .. 

By ucgrees, they might be brought to attend 

divine worship regularly; and if in tile parish of . . 
it piou~ ~lergylUan; be ,voultl proBably embrace . . 

the opportunity or teaching them, more parH-

-r:ulatly, 1h.~ way of sah-ation. Much, however, 

might be done b.y .8 pipU8 stll&oolmaster, and '& 

~ 
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'schoolmisttess,by whom the girls might be 

instructed in different kinds of work, kllitting~ 
sewing, &c.; and if any of the parents should 

evince a desire for instruction, they could be' 

admitted .t differ.ellL hours iu the day. It 
would be an interesting inquiry, what becomes. 

of orphans among them, and whether there is 

not a possibility of at least rescuing them from 

their present state of ignorance and misery. 

Should these suggestions be deemed worthy 

of your insertion, they might, perhaps awaken 

the attention of some benevolent persons, whose 

superior talents and experience in the ways of 

beneficence, lVould enable ·them to perfect and 

carry into execution, a plan °for the effectual 

benefit of those unhappy partners of our kind. 

That He may grant it~ from whom every good 

thought proceeds, i~ the fervent prayer of 

FRATERNICUS. 
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SECTION XII . 

. Be"ie~ .of the Subject, and SuggeBtiOftB for am"''

orating the conditio._. of lb.e ~lIPde. in :lAe IJriW 

Empire. 

-:SINCE the commenc~!Dent of tb~.present year, 

18i&, a - friend of the author has informecil. .. " . 

him, -that .abo~t. three weeb before, he was in 
. . . 

com.~any with ~ Engli~h and a Persian gen-
tleman, who had .httely ~QJe from Pe~ia, 

. through Russia; . ihe latter weD lIDderstood 

the languages .of bOth ~nfJ'jes.,a.lld .spoke 

thEim fluently. He had travelled'with tbe 

Persian Ambassador; and ~id that he .bad met 

with many hordes of Gypsies in PeNia; had. 

many times conversed witll t~em;' and was sur.

prised.to find their languag~ was the true Hin'\" 

dostanie. He did 110t then know of GreUmann', . , . . ~. . - .. 
work. He f~rther sta~ed, that t~e Gypsies iD . 

llussill were, in language lln~. manne~, the 

• Frederick Smitb,.uf Croydon, Sarry. 

P~ •• 
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same, and exactly correspontled witb tbe Gyp .. 

sies. of this country. Their nanie in Persia 

lignified Bla('k ~!les. 

From whatever part of the ,,~orM ~e deril'e 

-intelligence of tbis people, it tends tocorro-

-borate the bpinion, that they have all had one 

peculiar origin~ How little has it occupied tbe 
. 

contemplation of Britons, that there 'existed 

.among them, subjects of suc\! g.-eftt ~uri~sity as 

the poor and despised Gypsies! 

The _atute of Henry -VHf. irnppsmg a 'fine 

'Of forty pounds upon the ilnportation of 8. 

·Gypsey; induces fife belief- they were much ill 

·request in £nglat1dat that period. ''The at:

iention which tlleir low performance;s «itraded 

in thQSe times, will not perhaps ·excite sUr'p'ri'se~ 

. when we see the encouragement given in our 

day, to their idly disposed countrymen, termed, . 

·:btdian .Itt,gglers, 'u is remar'kable, that the 

'eaTliest account of Gypsips in' Great Britain, 

is in a work published to expose and detect the 
" Art or JuO'olinO' ,,, &c 

~e e' • 

The first of this people who came into 

Europe, must have been persons of discernment 

pnd discrimination, to have adapted their de-
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l'ieptions SO exactly to tbe genius and hahits of 
tbe different people they visited, as to ensure 

~·8UCCess in nIl countries. ,-

The sttatagcol to which they bad recoutse

·on eatering Frallce, evinces cOn'sulUmate art~ 

flee of plan, and not a little adroitness and deX':' 

terity in the execution. The specious appear

ance of 'submi8siOil to papal authority, in Hre 

penance of wandering seven years without lying 

in a bed, combined three distinct objects~ 

T4ey could not have devised 1m expedient 

m~re likely to .. e(~mmend them to the favor 

1)f Ecclesiastics; or better cOllCerted for taking 

:ad·vantage of the superstitious credulity of tHe 

'people, and, at the S8n)~ time, fOT securing to 
themselves the gratification ()t', tJleir own no~ 

madic propensities. So complete was the de

'ception th'ey practised, that we find,they wan

'deled up and down in France, under the eye 

(Jf magistracy, not fOT ~e\'en only, but for more 

'than a hundred yean, without .molestatlOl1. 

III IdSf, the edict of the Stiites 'of' Ol'leans 

'directed ~heir expulsion by fire 'and 'sword ; 

-.,et in 1612, they had increased to such II de ... 

p ·1 
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.,ree, tha* there W8lI an~the.. order for their 

~tal ex.termination. NQtwith$tandi~g this se~ 

,erity, in 1671 they we~~. again spread over the 

"-ingdOpJ, ~s appe~rs .n th~ lett~rs of the 

~arc'lipuess de S~vigne tp her friends, and 

.the Countess Grignan, in nine vplum~s, tran

eslated from the last Pa .. i~ ~ditiop; "BQhemi~n8 

travel up Ilqd down the PfOv~nces of Frall~ 

ond get. t.heir living by dancing, showing pos

ture8~ and telling fQrtqnes; ~u.t ~hiefly by 

pilfering, &c! 

. It i~ relpar{ialde, that in' ~ll ~ountries, tbey 

professed to be ~gyptian8; but the repre-:

aentation is not p~ly r~f~ted by Bellonius, b~t 

~y later writers, who ~ssert.t tl1~t the" few wh() 

~re to be found i~ Egypt, wander about as 

titrangers {hpre, and form a distinct pepple. 

As historians ~dmit that t~e gr~a,te&t nu~

lJers of the~ are to be fOllnd in Tu~key, an~ 

,",uth . of Constantinople, t~ere is reason ·fp 

apprehend the, had a passage through thl\~ 

~ountry. If many of them did npt visit Egypt 

p~eviously :to tbell' arrival in Europe, they pr~ 

.~abl~ wished tonvail the~sclve8 of the ~e~~ 
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tIj.(ion the Egyptians had acquired in oCcu.lt 

aciences, that they might practise with greater 

success, the arts to which they had been pre .. 

viously accustomed, and tbe practice of which 

..is common in various parts of Asia. In other 

-respects the habits o( Egypt were very dissi .. 

p1ilar to theirs. 

- We find by the reports on the first question 

put by the Circular, mentioned in Section'IX • 

. that " all Gypsies in this country suppose the 

first of them came from Egypt;" and this idea. 

is ccmfirmed by many circumstances that have 

been brought into view in the course of this 

work. In addition it may he observed, that 

before the discovery of the passage to India. 

by the Cape of Good Hope, all the productiQns 

of tbe east, tbat were distributed in Eqrope--, 

, came to Egyptian ports. Hence. we have many 

concurring testimonies, which render it highly 

probable., if not evidently clear, that the first 

Gypsey tribes wbo came into England, and 

pther parts of Europe, mig.ratecJ from hordes of 

Ihat people who had previously fou~d their 

lfft~ i~to Egypt. 

Digitized by Coogle 



, 22i IIIST()RICAL SURVEY 

'The evidence . appears equally' strong, tbat 

they were ,not "natives of' Egypt;' but as tbe 

Egyptians werEf'in great reput~ for the prac~ 

tice f)f the "occult sciences, common to them 

and to :t,he·Suder .caste; we cannofbe -surprized 

to find these crafty itiR~r8nt8, should avail 

themselves of such an opportunity, as coming 

ontO of that country, to profess themselves 

Egypti&ns. 

Cpntillental writers eKhibit a Irtrange ftkse'in

blttge of crude, and hi congruous -ideas on (be 

subject of 'Gypsey extraction. So namerous 

are the opinioM ,diffusely stated, that Grell

UUlDn must have exercised Bluch patieBt in

'Vcstigation, to deduce -from them the-rattonal 

and satisfactory coft~lusiol'~ Which his Disser

tation presents. 

Our countryman Swinborne," i~ ~eser.ibin'g 

the Gypsies in Calabria, is the fitst 1~ remark 

tbat their peculiar language bears great ~~~)~ty 

to the oriental tongues; and that many Qf thei~ 

customs 'resemhle those of the heathens. But 

European ignorance of the habits atId speech of 

Asiatics may be accounted for, whilst the rich 
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·producfioDS of India ·coniiooed· to be brought 

to Egyptian ports, and -to he coaoVey.ed thence 

by the Lombard n-rel"cbants, to be distribute.{ 

oyer Euro.pe 
The CiRgl1ri, Zige'Ufl.ers, or 'Gypsies, ~a • 

. been in GermaRY nearly a century, befol'e the 

Po ... t1ilgue~ disoove..oo the .passage to India 'by 

the Cape of Good Hope. 'fhe stimulus whicb 

tbis discovery .gave to improvemellta in.the ~rt 

of navigation, soon opened immediate inter

-course with the eastern world. Vut are tile 

~tablisbment"8, which have heen subsequently 

eRected, in that quarter 'of the globe by naval 

p9wers, and extraordinary 'hal"e been, of late 

,years, the exertions for the acquisitioo of oriental 

laDg-tUlgcs; yet so numerous are tbey in those 

widely extenued regions, that European know

Jetlge of Asiatic etymology, is yet but in a 'state 

,of infancy. 

. The case of the Gypsies is singular; fo~ it 
may fairly be questioned, whether it lias a pa· 

,aBel in the history of the world.. Dispersed 

over the face of the earth, without any orga. 

~ization of their different hordes; and all 
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!Concert between them entirely precluded by 

ceparations .of hundreds of miles from each 

ether, in difl'erent parts of the globe, and by 

their incapacity for literarr communication; 

they have, however, whilst speaking the lan

·guages of the relpeclive countries tbey inhabit, 

'preserved in aU plaees one peculiaI' to them

selves, and have transmitted it tbrough a lapse 

of centuries to. their des~ndants, almost un

impaired. 

Incr.eased aCquaintance with 'oriental customs 

and tongues, has, at length~di8covered the neal' 

~oio.citJen~ tl~ey have with the language Gf tbe 

Gypsies, and bas deyeloped an origin of this 

people, of which those of the present ~ge- were, 

·till now, e.ntir.ely ignorant.' . It ,..ill appear 

e~t.r~ordinarYI that t~ese people should have 

heen able, by oral me~ns alpne, and under all 

disadvantages, to retain their langlJ.age, ao4 

lYet not to have banded dOWll, with it, any tra

dition that might lead. to a discOl'e-ry of who 
they were,or whence they came. But tbe 

knowledge recently acquired, of their ,"ery 

aabjec.t conditiun in the country from.wbich the)' 
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emigrated, offers a reason' why the first comers 

might be anxious to conceal their pedigree,. the 

meanness of which would have but ill acc6t'ded 

with the titles of rank assumed by some of their 

leaders. 

The regulations proposed by the EmpreSli 

Theresa, and tbe Emperor Joseph II. could 

they have been carried into effeet, would doubt

less have improved the state of the Gypsies. 

But an order for children to be tom away from 

thei .. parents, was so far from being dictated by 

the study of human nature, that it did violence 

to. the tenderest sensibilities, and set at nought 

the kindest emotions. Its tendency was t'O 

produce in the minds of Gypsies, disaffection to 

the state, and to indispose others from aiding 

in the execution of the edict. Tbe .advantages 

,to be derived by Governments from a liberal 

toleration, being not then so well understood 

as in succeeding times, they were not duly 

regarded. 

Those potentates considering Zigeuners of 

Egyptian origin, might reasonably conceive

,a&riculture well adapted to their genius and 
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inclittation; but it was a pursuit, which, more 

than any other, they disapproved. 

Alt other Governments appear to' ha ve been 

misled, in like· manner, by the deception which 

the first Gypsies practised; for had they been 

bpprized of this people's descent, and ... of the 

almost unalterable pertinacity or an Indian 

easte, they would have been sensible tbat an 

attempt to change their habits by force, was a 

mf'8Snre the least liIte]y to be attended with 

snccess-. 

The Circular introduced in the ninth Section 

.of this work, notices Gypsies being hunted lifi:e 

beasts of prey, from township· to township in 

EngJand; and it has been ascertained, that ill 

some places they arc routed, as it is termed, by 
order of magistrates, whenever they appear, 

and 'sent to prison on the vagrant act, without 

so much as a charge of depredation upon pro

perty. "This is to make their persons, an 

object of per~ecution, instead of the protection 

of our laws." 

For the credit of our country it may be 

boped, that instances ot this sort, respecting 
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ftypsies, a~e not very numerous; seeing aU 

writers concur in, stating, 7every attempt b,. 

eoeroive means to. a.1ter the peculia, habits-of 

this PeQple, have aatl a teJtdency to alwute 

them stitt more from civil. associations, aDd d(.. 

recily to. defea.t the end pr.op@sed. It is· UIH . 

therefore tba~ a })eitel! aoo a more enlightened. 

policy sh0u.ld be adOpted. in Europe-, towards· a 

.. ace of human beings, under so many here. 

ditary disad~alltages as are the belple6s, the 

I'ude" the u-lliD8tructed. Gyps~s. 

In the decision on the . vag-rant case, ill 

~~'C,abbe's 4' Hall of Justice," and: in the-treat. 

ment of Gypsies on t I{nola-nd-G,reen, a. temper 

is displayed.! so trul~ Clu'istian, and &0 fliffereitt 

f.rom what is just anu~ed io, that in c9flsuNing 

t.he best feelings of human nature, it adds dig ... 

llity to' magistracy. 

S~r·Frederick Morton Etten, in· his first vo

. ' Jume 011 the State of the Poor, p.3OfJ., refers te 

,all Act passed in -l7 .U~ respecting that class of 

:the poor, whQ arecol1sidered by the Legislature 

• Vide Crabbe's Poems. t See No. 104, Sunday School Tracts • 
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as tbe outcasts of society, namely rogueg, v4~ 

ga~onds, &c.; and he remarks: "From pe· 

'rusing the catalogue of actions which deno ... 

. minate a man, a dis<frderly person, a vagabond; 

()r incorrigible rogue, the reader may perhaps 

incline to think that many of the otFenees spe

cified in this Act, and in subsequent statutes, 

on the same subject, are ora very dubious 

nature, and . that it must require nice legal 

.acumen, to distinguish ",bether a person incurs 

any, and what, penalty,. under tbe vagrant 

.laws." 

In support of tbis opinion, and or. the inde· 

finite and unjustifiable' latitude· of those sta· 

tutes, a late decision at Maidstone, in the 

Action of Robins, v. Boyce, atFords ~ striking 

demonstration. 
I 

_ If the statute~ do not admit of any con-

.truction in favor of Gypsies, but enjoinrigo

rous treatment of them, merely for. wandering. 

it may ~ome a question whether the peculiar 

circumstances of their case, might not con .. 

~titute all exception to tbe_.general rule •. 
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~ However wholesome and salutary vagrant 

. Acts may. be, to deter persons from quitting 

their parishes in order to levy contributions, 

by practising impositions in places where they 

are not known, it is obvious th~t Gypsies, 

having no parochial settlements, cannot.come. 

under that description. Ex.cepting a temporart 

residence ~f some of them in 'winter, their home 

'is a whole county, and the majority of them 

are too independent to apply to any parish for 

lulsisumce. 

Here is a trait in their character, which, 

were it grafted on the stock of half the paupers 

in tbe kingdom, would be a national advantage. 

It ought to procure some indulgence for i 

fbe Gypsies, tbat their wandering mode of lif& 

does not originate' in any contumacious oppo

sition to judicial order;.·· but in a scrupulous 

regard to the Institutions of their ancestors. 

For the advantages we possess, shall we return· 

-injury to our fellow-men! If after being fully 

introduced into a situation to taste the com

'forts of social order, and to acquire a knowledge 

'of mechanicalprofessions, which would ~endet, 

Q. 
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them useful aDd respectable, 'any of them,. de' • 

. spising these privileges, should indulg.e wan

. dering dispositions, they might then deserve all 
.the punishment which \lader the vagrant Aet~ 

can be indicted. 

It is worthy of remark, tllat ia the evidence 

,I'espeeting mendicity in London, add treed last 

~year befor~ the "Committee of the House or 
,C6mmons, there . is, only a single instancf,' in 

tile parish called St., Giles, that noted ren

dezvous of Gypsies, of one of their tribe, a girl~ 

begging in the streets. 

Is it not high. time the people of England 

were undeceived, respecting. the motives to 
, . 
Gypsey perseverance in their singular line of 
. ." " . 
egnduct. Their invincible attachment to the 

.traditions they have received, is almost proof, 

,in itself, of Grellmann's assertion,. that t~ey 

are the de6CendaIits of an Indian caste; in whose 

estima~ion inviolable adherence to the customs 

. of, their order, constitutes the highest per-

fection of character • 
• 

When any remark is made to them on theit' 

. strange mode of conduct, they are ready to 
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yeply: " The inhabitan'ts of cieled housel fol· 

low the ~u8toms of their predeCessors; What 

more do we" Are they creatures 8£ habit 1 So 

ere we. 

After thi. account, is it surprising ~bat the 

-yiolent means pursued against them in aU 

-eountries, have been ineffectual to abolish their 

peculiarities? 

Their humane and intelligent biograpber; 

Grellmann, styles them a "singular pheno ... 

menon in Europe s" ~_~ it 'may justly be ob

served of such of them as inhabit countries" 

accounted the most enlightened" that the con

trast which their destitute state preseHu to the 

numerous adTantages of civilized life, anJ to 

"the refine~ents of polished society; is truly 

astonishing. If there possibly can be a single 

BritOn ,!,ho is a skeptic to the benefits or edu

eation, let him only take a view of the intel .. 

lectual degradation and disguiting condition or 

the Gypsies. But if Britons have made greater 

advancement in civilization -than some other 

Dations, tbe Gypsies here are left at a greater 

q2' 

/ 
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distance, and' furnish the more: occasion (ot' 

their cqndition being improved •. 

It doesoot appear that 'he Pari~r8, or Suder~ 
fr~m whom it is believed· these swarthy it .. 

Jlerants of our age are descended,; were farthet 

advanced ill the 'kno-w ledge or morjil ooligations~ 

lhan were tbe. Spartan people; who, however 

celebrated for Sbme of their Institl1tiOl}S, ae-. 

,countect the $Ucoo$S£ul· perpetratiGll of thefts to 

he honourable. . 

Tile Gyp~ielJ< at Kir}: Y d!lOlm, as stated by. 

-Baillie Smith, ill this- part. of their eondli~t, ar~ 
a.n exad cQtfnterpmrt of the Spar'aD'_ To a 

peopleAi' Greece, the foremost of their time iD 

Ic~islative arrangements, who had cultivated S() 

:little sense cilf tbe turpitude of jyjy.&tice, surely 

a mud" lIl~re erinainal Beglect tRay be imputed, 

tban to the ignorant, untutored rare we haye 

been suryeying ! 

'. MalColm, in his Alleedotes of the manners 

and customs or London, p. 3iiO, says of the 

-English GypiJieij:." Despised, and ueglected, 

ihe.y naturally became pI \lnderers and thieves 

to obtaia a ~ubsRtenee." But when he after-
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!Ward states, tbat " They increased rapidly,' 

and at length wer.e foul1;d in all· parts of the,

country," we may he disposed to thi.nk ~ha' 

British fastidiousness ,was not leS8 ingenious 

~t~aA that of the Spania,.d.~, who considerecJ· 

tbemselves ,eon.t{~#u"'ated by ,. touch of tbe 

Gypsies,ullless it were to bav~ Jheir fortunes

told., VeMlity and deceptiOJ.l ,~1i~g wi,th so' 

much .encouragement, those prop.eD$itj~ ~f tbe 

human heart would be generated anel f9s~,ered, 
which at length p~oduced flagrant impo$~tjon~' 

~d the greatest enormities. 

',fhe dominion of superstition \l'1lS at it" 

~el)i~", '1"..1)at are termed the middle ages: so 

absolute .~P4 uncontrolled was its influence, that 

. because of'teputed skill in exorcism and witch .. 

. eraft,the deJQdetJ G~J'mansreposedimplicitcon .. 

. ,pdence in persons so ignoraDt as the Gypsies .. 

Wh~t an, impeachm:ellt ,9f J1ritish sagacity, 'is 

~ the' followiJlgobservatio~~ 9fSir Frederick 

Morton Edf'o, in I,lis first r:6lume Oft tbe State 

of the Poor, -p. 146: "It is ~ortjfying to re

tJect. that whilst so many wise trJc~surell were 

ilippted by the great Council of ihe Nation, 

~:J 
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Beither a Coke, nor a Bacon, should oppose the 

law suggested by royal superstition, for ma~ing 

it felony to consult, covenant ~ith, I!fttertaif}, 

. employ,feed,or reward, any evil, or u;icketl 
'Pint, 2d James, 12th.-It is still more mor~. 

tifying to reilect, that the enlightened Sir M ... 
Bale left a man for execution, who 'was co!l.c 

vj~te~ on this Act, at Bury, March lOth, 1664; 

.nd t~~t ~V~l1 jn the present (the 18th) century.

~ British Jury should be persuaded that the 

crime of witchcraft could exist." 

If the annual filling of prisons in England. 

Ulay be attributed, in any degree; t.o the neg
lect of educating the lower orders of th~ people,. 

it will . appear extraordinary, that lDstanca of 

Gypsies'being convicted of capital cdmes, are. 

Dot more frequent, rather than tbat they BOme

times occur. 

The Committee of the British and Foreign 

School Society , in their Report for 1816, ex., 

press I tbeir conviction of the advantages of 
education, in correcting evils, which at ol)ce 

disgrace society, and deprive it of many, who 

Plight.be ita most u~ful and active members. 
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and then, they exclaim: "Surely we may hope 

the day is Dot far distant, when State&men and 

Legislators of all c6ufltries, will open theit' 

eyes to the awfully important truth; andbe.& 

bolding in a $oundand moral education, the 

grand secret oftlational strength, will co-operate 

for tile. pre"entioo, .r~ther than the ptJAiih,. 

meAt of crimes I"~ 

.. It was not ul'ltil near th~ conclusion of the 

last year, ~Dd uter the author had inspected' 

~me of the Gypsey families who winter in' 
London, that he w.as .apprized .of tbe cor':' 

Tesp61'ldencein the Ohristian Observer, which 

{OI'OlS part of the preceding, Section. The po

sition with which it commences; is worthy of all 

acceptation, as applied to beings formed for 
immortality: ," The Divine Spirit ef (}hristi'- . 

anity deems no ebject, however uD'Wortby and 

insignificant, beneath Iler Ilotice. : Gypsies . 

lying at our doors, seem to have a peculiar 

.claim on our compassion. . In the midst of a 

bighly refined state of society, they are but 

~i~le ,,~moved 'from savage life." 9. 
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The .letters extracted. from the Christian 

Observer, are distil)guished by a Christian zeal 

and liberality, which must be cheering to every 

one, who. ha_~ felt an interest in ~mproving th~ 

condition of these greatly nf,glect~d partners of 

his ki~d~ . On their be\lalf, 4lppeals to tbe 
public _ hare b~~l subsequently ma~, as we 

have seen in Section IX, through the mediu~ 

of the Northllmpton Mercury 9f 1814, ,by tw~ 

. correspondents; one under the designation of 

4' A Friend t9 :Jteligion ;~' 'the ~ther, that ot-
,~ Juniu.s.'~ : 

Communicati~ns frpm ~ . cpu~ty w~b h~ 

long- b'·;~.a ~oted .rendezvotls of Gypsies, may 

be onsidered the result ~f ob$ervation~ ac~ually 

made on: the~r sfite~ T~e first ()f t~ese appeal~ 
is introduced in the follo",in~.manner: ~, V~ ... 

rious are tbe relig:~.us Bnd moral Ins~itutions 
. ..... , . 

in tbis country; hum~~i~yancl benevolence 

have risep to an unpf(-'cede~ted height. No~ 

only for our cO,untry, Il~e t~e ex~rti~ns of tjIe 

-good and great empioy~·d, but at ~bis time the 
~reatest efforts are- making on bebalf .of th~ 

distressed G..ermans. T~' hand of c~arity· ~ 
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open not only to tl1e alleviation ofpre{lmt mi"; 

sery, but such an Institutio~ as the Bible· So

ciety, is calculated to excite· thousand. to seek 

for future h8ppiness~ yet amidst all, one set 

of people seems to be en~irely excluded from 

participating in any of thQ!!e bJessings; I mean 

Gypsies, who are accountetJ rogues 81)d vaga

bonds. When we consider ~hat they, equally 

witb ourselves, are bought wit~ ~ price, muclj 

remains to be done for them! 'fhe~ pe~ple,. 

bowever wretched and dcpraved, ce~in~y de

lnand attention; their bei,ng overlooke4 ~it'" 

indifference, is really much to be regretted. 

" Instead of being subjects of commiseration, 

tbey are advertised as rogues and ,·agabonds; 

. and a reward offered for their apprehension. 

But no asylum is offered them, nothing is beld 

~ut to encourage a reformation in any that 

might be disposed to abandon their accustome4 

vices." The same writer, in a subsequen~ 

letter, dated September 8, respecting tbese 

~ouseless wanderers, remarks: "I was repre~ 

,onting the deplorable state they are in, to a 

rrson, of mr acquaintance; and his reply was: 
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They were a set of worthleSs and undeserviwt 

wretches; and he believed' tl~ey would rather 

live as they do, than otherwise; with many 

other such like inconside.rate ideas; result~ng, 

.. I believe, from a Pl·~jJ.l(liced mind, and from 

~ot pr9P~"'1y ~l$ideri~g their situation; a~d l 
£eIlY thCf.8e ~ntiments are top prevalent." 

It wil~ readily be ~dmitte4, that ·they are 

generally prevalent: and how should it be 

otherwise, ~ IOl)g ~ the great mass of the po

pulation of Englapd continue~ to be uninformed 

of the motives ipducing the .trange conduct of 

GYP,sies" whq conl[lider thernsel ves under the 

strongest of all oblig~tions, strictly to observe 

the Institutjopt of tbeir Jluce,tor.. Had Britons 

. been apprize" ~f the. Qrigin. i>f this people, and 

the peculiar ~r~umstan~8 pf their case, the 

national character would wt have beeu stained, 

by the abuse and m~l-lreatqum~ wbi~!~ Gyp~i~ 
have received. 

. It is very satisfactory to find by the before 

recited correspondence, an inhabitant of the 

~ounty in which the Gypsies are so· nUqIerouBt 

advocating their cause, by a p':lblic exposure or: 
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,6emistaken ideas, which have 80 long pre

vailed respecting them .• 

From the length of time they have continued 

to reside in Britain, they have ceased to be

.oome subjects of much curiosity or conversation. 

And as they endeavour to avoid populous dis

tricts, persons in large towns, who are occupied 

in trade, seem' little aware that in the county 

they inhabit, there may be hordes of these wan

derers, traversing the thinly inhabited parts of 

it, in various directions, as was the case ill 

Jorkshire during the last summer. (l8M.) 

When tbe amelioration of the condition' of 

tbis people is mentioned'to penons of the above 

description,_ so little informed are they on the 

aubject, that it is many times treated as if the 

existenee of Gypsies was questioned; at others, 

as if affording any help to them, was visionary,' 

and even ludicrous. 

. Some places formerly frequented by Gypsey 

gangs, having been much deserted by them of 

late ),ears, docs not authorize' any calculatioQ 

upon a decrease of their numbers in the tJaft, 

tion. ~ 
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. In the vicinity- of the lDetropolis, Gypsi" 

)1a ve been excluded by inclosure~ from various 

situations. to which they ha4 beel. a~U4tomed 

io resort. B ... t there is SQme reason t~ QPpr~

hend -they have become more numerO~I$, i .. 

several other parts of th~ Island. Baill;~ Smith. 

or-Kelso'- is of opinion, they increa~ in Scot

land, and 'it is by no means certain ttu.t. theyda 

Jlot in England. 

Any idea that ro ... ting them wil~ I~n their 

Dumbers, may be as fallacious, and injfldicious, 

as were banishments from the German, States, 

which, without diminishing Gypsey popula~lon, _ 

)lad th~ jnjurious effect of alienating tbem ~till 

more from ~ivil BSSQciations. -
Junius, ~l}e other cortespondent of the. Nof,th ... 

~ . 

~mpton M~r~q.r1' in his Address pf Octobe~.29, 

",rites: 'f I ~ruli~ ~be .time is not distant, "'en 

Pluch will be accoJl}plitlbed, 88 it respects )he 

~ivilization Qf the people whose cause we pl~tJ. 
. . ~ 

In ,the meantime, J wpul4 humbly hope all 

*hose harsh and degrading ~~sures, of pub

~icly in the papers, and upoll p~~rd8 .by -the 

,~~es qf roads, ordering their appre~~e~sioD a~d 
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bMumitment to prison, will be suspended, until 

lome asylum is offered; and ahould nothing be 
attempted by the Legislature, for reclaiming 

tbem from their present mode of life, surely 

much may be done by tbe exertions of indi

yiduals!", 

Many of the observations in the Christian. 

Observer, and in tbe N orthampton Mercury, 

are striking and pertinent, aa they relate to the 

.present state of the Gypsies in England; and 

the.. philanthropy they inculcate is .honourable 

t9 the national eharacter. Had these bene

,volent individuals been acquainted with tbe 

,history of tile people, whose cause they pleaet, 

tbey would, 'doubtless, have suggested plans 

adapted to their peculiar case. For want or 
.this knowledge, it is not surprising that occu-

pations, in husbandry should take the lead in 

propositions for employing them. The last 

,JD~ntioned writer, from a desire to render essen-

tial lIervice to this people, suggests, tbat the 

Legislature should fix upon fh'e or six stations 

.in different parts of the kingdom, on which 
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.villages sbould be erected, in order tbat tbey 

:.might be employed in farming. 

It will have been obvious in tbe survey which 

has . been taken, and ii has been already re .. 

marked, that of all occupations, agriculture ia 

tbe least adapted to their genius and incli

don. 
. It bas appeared in Section IX, that Riley 
Smitb, a cbief of tbe N ortbamptonshire Gypsies, 

after marr)ring the cook out of a gentleman'. 

family, and obtaining a farm, quitted it, to Fe-

_ lume musical performances. 

Conformity to agricultural employments, 

.could not be effected in Gypsie8~ by the most 

rigorous measures to which the Empress The
resa, and tbe Emperor Joseph lI. resorted.

Much less could it be expected that persOn.,· 

who, aU tbeir lives, have accustomed them

.elves to be in the open air, or othera who have 

-lived three parts of the yeai' in this manner. 

should be induced, in op~n weather, to b.lOok 

tbe restraint of houses. 

. Those who h~ve h~)Use8 at K}rk YefhQlm, 

quit them in spring: men, women, and chil .. 
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dren, set out on their peregrinations over the 

eountry, and live in a state of vagrancy" un.til 

driven back to their habitations by the approach 

~f winter; and it appears, in all countries to 

which the Gypsies have had access, that a si

milar course is pursued by them •. 

In a dialogue between a Curate and some· 

~ypsies, as published in the Christian Guardian, 

of Marcil, 1812, is the following question and . 
answer: 

Curate. "Could you not by degrees bring 

'yourselves to a more settled mode of life? 

GlIP8ell. I would. not tell you a story, Sir.; 
,_ really think I could not, having been brought 

up to it from a child." 

Upon this conversation, the' Curate makes 

,the following rem~rk: ". In order to do good 

,among the Gypsies, w~ ~ust conciliate their 

. esteem, and gain tJIeir confidence.~' 

The plain and simple reply to the Curate, 

lYill put out o~question the erection of villages, 

or the making of establishments for a~ult • 

. among them. In mecl,lanical operations, to 

which the 'Gypsies are most inclined, Briti.b 
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-artisans might be as averse to unite with them, 

118 they were with the Jews. The Spaniards, it 

has appeared, are unwilling to be associated 

'With Gypsies in any kind of occupation. More

over, the competition of manufacturers in 

England, during the last fifty years, has effected 

by artificial means, so much saving of manual 

labour, and so much improvement 'in the di

'Vision of it, ·that the rude operations of Gypsies. 

would be a subject of ridicule and contempt. 

J. P., in a letter from Cambridge to .the 

Christian Observer, ,"ery feelingly states the 

case of a Gypsey family, the father of whicb, 

being a travelling tinker and fiddler, intimated, 

be would be glad to have all his children 

brought up to some otlier mode of life, and 

even to embrace some other himself; but he 

. finds a difficulty in it. Not baving been brougbt 

up in bushandry, he could 110t go tbrough tbe· 

labour of it; and few, if any persons, would be 

willing to *employ bis cbildren, on account of -• The bennolent Jouas HODII'ay took a Gy~y boy. into hill f.mily, 

for the purpoee of mak11ll aD f'llperimt'Dt. but tbe _It has DOt come to die 

lnowlecJ&e of the ailthor" 
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the bad character which his race bean, and . 

ftom tbe censure and ridicule'. wbieb would 

attach to the taking of tb~ml' 

. There appean so little· pro.bability of aoy 

tHeful change being effected in the nomadic 

habits of adult Gypsies, tbat it seems better to' 

·bear with that prop~olity for some time longer, 

than by ditectly counteracting it, so disturb 

-the minds of pareBts, as to indispose 'them to 

·eonsentto the education of tbeit thildren • 

. There are thousands of other people in the 

· ... ation, who, more than half their time, live out 

:ef doors in like manner. Were they all 0IM

'liged to take out licences, this measure might 

·operatein some degree as a check ~perl them; 

· .. t least it would be a tacit acknowlecJgment of 

8 controlling power, and might admit of some 

'regulation of tbeir conduct. At present, num

-~n of them resemble a lawless banditti, and 

··may oot inaptly be termed, lmperium in im

'Jlerio. 
It appears by J. P.'s letter trom Cambridge, 

that six years ago, he had engaged a Gypsey 

,boy to· be lIent to a school on tbe Belleian ~Ild 

• 
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.Lan~~JiaB . plan .. , At that time, the 8~te*. 

itad- bee.n bu:t little apprDpliated in the coulltr7 

to the instruction of girlsr; and the· applieatioa 

ef it te beys. only, woul«l have- ·be~. «Ieing. the

work by ltalv ••. 8Qt tb~ time . seems now te

·llave 8I'rh'ed,. wbeR.the.millds of Gyp.ies have 

generaU, .. ~eeived·an impression in favor of 

th'e'·edueati~, both of their 1lOO8 &ad. daughtel'ft, 

a.shas .been manifest. iB va-riOll8 pJrts of ~his' 

Survey; and th'~d. some of those Wh9 lodge in 

London,. 11&Ve been t4ems~hres .a4 the .expepse

&fsending tbei, ebildrea· to ~hoQl.. But it all .. 

. ~ tbem ~ld be: thlJ8 taught,. t~ree months.in 

a year,. WfiHlld Dot their Junnillg wil«l the oth~r 

. Dine, Wlder the influence o.f dissolute and Ul\'-. . . 

restrained example, be likely ta defeat everJ 

purpose ef iustrnction. 

Were they to.be.eci'ucated dming the whole 

. of the yellr, it is obvious that some establi~b-. ' 
ment.would be tle~essa)'y Jor their maipienance 

and clothing. The author of this SUJ:vey is.. 

'Dot. aware Qf al)Y Institutions so- mud! adapted 

to tbeir case, 8S the charity. schools for boys and 

,~rlJ:, which are c:<nnmOD to every part 9f;. the.. 
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.kingdom. It is not probable that Gypsey po-: 

pulation would furnish more t~n .two. boys. 

and two girls, for each of.these schools •. Tbeit 

being placed.among a milch greater.number of 

children; and. those of settled; and. in some 

degree of civilized habits; would greatly faei., 

litate the training of Gypsies to salutary dis

cipline and s1lbordi.nation; and the 888Ociationa 

it provided fot them out of scbool hours, being 

under ,the superintendence of a regular family, 

'Wo1lld. in an especial manner, be favorable to 

their domeatication. 

Charity 'scbools, h, admitting children SO 

early al at silt yeats of age, and continuing them 

ta fourteen, seem parti\!ularly· suited to th, 

cJilse of Gypsies, in· ,upplying all that i. re'!" 

quisite until the boys are at an age to go out 

apprentice8~ and the girls to service in familiel~ 

C?ypsies being the children of a whole county, 

if not of the nation at largej perhaps the ex

pense of their rDa~ntenance might, without i •• 
eonsistency, be defrayed out of cou~ty rates, 

which would pl"event its being burdensome t. 

~ny particular dWkiet. B.)' a proc~sa 80 aiiDp!+ 

•• 
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and easy, eXflensiveestablishments on the ac': 

rount 0'( .Gypsies, might be el\tirely avoid'ed. 

And· many parents among them, express a 

-.iUingness to part with their children, for 

educatton, provided they were eared fef in 

other resp'eet!t. 

After several eentories, a degree of Mlicitude 

'being at length apparent in the Gypaies, for 

:ihe improvement of their children, the time' 

.)ias arrived when S()~ eft'ectual benefit .may be 

'Communicated to tllem. 

The distribution proposed, would admit of' 

'these . itinerantS seeing their children once in 

:tbe year. But to extirpate Gypsey habits, "'du. .. 

mtion ,alone would not be wtlicient. Yet 8IJ 

tbere is no reason to think \ "this people are less 

.'Soscepti~le tban others, of gainful considera

tions, a fund, might be provided, out or wbich, 

f{',eiIf.y pounds should be paid _ith each boy, 

l>h his apl>renticeship to some handicraft..bu.

lihess, in lieu of finding llimwitb c1otbes-during 

(be term. A~d in' con8ide~tioIi of its being 

faitbfully served, .five pounds miglit be'allowed 

to find the young man with ta6tsfor "his' 'b'&te-., 

Digitized by Coogle 



()F THE. GYP.flUt. 

or otherwise·settill3 him forward in the w~illd~ 

This would e"cite an i~ter.est .in civil ~~ 

ciations and or.der, which are nece!il~ry for .tJ¥t 
~uc~ssful.pr~secutioQ. of trac;le; and probably; 

an encouragement like this, would hale tt 

greater eWed in· giving. 4'lnew ~ir.e«;ticw. . to 

Gypseypursults, t}l~n apy coercive or.l'e~tdctive 

JDeasures which ~uld l}e ctevMled. AQd whq. 

would DPt wish to: co~t~ibute . tp the DJE!4~. ~f 
rescuing .from ignora,ncE' and vice, s.~ch a por

tion of the Mpulation of their co~ntr"y! WI1~ 

wou,ld not ~ desirous of emqiating in some 

~~gree, t4at best .kind pC patrio~is.m-, by whiqb 

the correspondent.H. ofthe.Christian Observer, 

~s so remarkably. disti~gqished ! 
This would be an ~xample worthy of a great 

n~tion; ~nd i8 it not probable"th~t the pro.pe~ 

of so much pr.eferment, would induce Gypsey 

p8:lents, to promote to· the utmost of their 

power, a disposition iq their children to obtain 

it? Cooper, a Gypsey.at Chingford Green, suid, 

" It is a p;ty they s~ould be as ignorant as their 

fat~rs." This m;ly be conllidered as . t.he Jan

guage of " help us," accompallied with this BC-

B3 
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knowledgment, H /()r we (Ire tlraable to leta 
~"lIel~e8;"a .. d cert.inly there is but too muct. 

reason· to ~onclude it is strictly true, respecting 

the instf1,l~~ie~ <9£ t\li~ f{)r\o~.. Jnel destitute 

~~,. 

Aeco~ing tel tbe enumeration of Gypsey 

lodgers, give~ in Section X, thei~ fa~ilies ave .. 

rage 61 in Dumb~ __ , This exceeds by one half; 

what·is repo __ ted to. b~ th~ aV~"8~e of England 

~n general. If we ta~e Gypsey population at 

18,000, thei,1" ~hildreD will be 12,000. Sup

posing tWQ-lhirdsof these to be under twelve 

years of age, the .. e would h~ 8,000 to educate. 

Reckoning half that numhel' t~ be girls, 4,000 

1>OY8 w~)Uld be to be appre~ticed after leavin&. 

Ichool. Alld if thelie, after' their I.lppt:enti~-< 

ship, married Gypsey girls, wh~ h8.~ \»~Il. 

brought up to service in families, twenty thou"'!. 

&and useful subjects might be calculated upol\, 

~ gained to the State ill the6rst generl~.tion. 

. Shou~d the efforts' of individuals, require, 

~ssistance from the State, to render their plans 

~ffe~tual; surely they may depend' on' the eo

'~r~tion of a British lesislature, to promote th.e 

Digitized by Coogle 



. 'OF THE <GUMB. .~q. 
;. 

~e . in which they would eA'l)a:rk! On thi. 
,oint m~y be add.uced .the jl,ldi~o.ui obaervationt 

(:If Grellma.nn: "IIf the Gy,sey knows .not h01J 

tp Inake l,l~ of the fa~u).ties ~uh wb-ich .na~ur, 
. . 

bas intrusted him,~let 'the State tea~p him, anel 

leeep .b.iau in ~leadingstring!l till the ,.end , is at-
• 

W»e~. Care being taken to improve their 

, ~nderstandings, and t~ amend their hearts, 

.they might ,become u~ful citize~s; for observ, 

~hem at whatey.e.re,mpJo'y~,en,t YO\!, ~a'y" t.~er.e 

A1wa.YUlppea.r 8par~S Qf ge~il,l'." ) 
, E.very \VeIl-w,ish~r W p',is oountry must be 

gratified in o~N'iQg, ~hat as soQn as the con~ 

1Iicting tumult. o( ,~a.ti9ns is ,caJmetJ" apd the 

-ptecipitations attendant 'on lD.ilita.,l $.U,pplies 

, ~ave, suh$ided, the attention pf jbe ~g.~l~~llFe 
·is turned· to the inveBti,gatioD of 8.Q~,e .9f \Jle 

causes of human misery at home; t811~ ,to tbe 

JDeans of increasing the social comforts of a 

,co~~d~rab,le ,portion of British population in 

tbe Q)etropo)ispf the kingdom. This recom

.mellQement .of op~rat~olls-, dirccted 10 tbe im ... 

portant object (qr w.h~cb G9,,-.erllm~~ts have 

.be,en in~tituted,-the good ot the people,-en-

R4 
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eourages the ,hope, that the most neglecte4and 

destitute of al~ persons in this country, whose' 

cause we have been ,pl~ading, will not be suf .. · 

fered to' remain much longer unnoticed and 

disreprded. 

When at length the veil that has . obscured 

them ill once' drawn aside, can British' ben~ 

volence withhold its exertions, to elevate tbtl 

moral tone of this degraded eastern race, and 
to call forth the dignity of the 'human character~ 
in exchange fOf the strange torpor aDd vi!enesa 

in which this people are involved. Here all 

occasion pre/sents for the display of, a tempe} 

truly Christian, and for. the erection of '8 stan

dard to s'urrounding kingdoms, in which a13lt. 

. these outcasts of society are dispersed, of tb.' 
philanthropy and sound policy 'which are 'worthy 

of a great nation. 

'Such an experiment, though 'On -a' limited 

licale, may furnish various data for judging 

what may be etlected for their countrymen, the 

cou~tless myriads Of British subjects, inhabiting 

1he v'!Si regions of Hindostan. 

~ , 
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A1exander ·Fraser Tytler, late Assistr.nt 

Judge in the twenty-four Pergunnahs, Bengal 

Establishment, in his highly important work, en .. 

titled, " Considerations on ·the present Political 

Slate of India," after pointing out the depravity 

which prevails to an extraortlin~ry degree 

.among the population of India, states in the 

313th page of the·.ftrst volume, that " Poverty, 

or according ·to the definition of writers on 

Police, Iruligenee niay be said to be the nurse 

of almost 'all CTimes. To find out the eaoses of 

poverty, and to attempt their removal, must 

therefore be the. chief· object of a good police." 

It has been remarked, that this author drew 

his conclusions, not only from what he under-

• stood of human nature in general, but from 

what he ·daily saw before him, in the cireum:" 

stances and actions of the people whose crimes 

he was called upon to punish. And he reason. 

upon the subject in the following manner: 

'" Great poverty among' the lower orders in 

-every country, has an immediate effect in mul .. 

·'fjplying the ·number of petty thieves; and 

=where the boqnds of the moral principl«: have 
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~n once, over-stepped,. howeveJ' tri:vial -tlut . , 
first offence, the step is easy fr.om petty theft to 

the greater criwes of burglary. and robbery.".-

May Britons in their conduct towartJ,s the 

Gypsies, ,be actuated by 11· polky ~ liberal, as 

to induce the rising generation among this 

1.lE'~1f!~te4 .,class, to attach themselv.es to civil 

society, 8Ild to eoter into situations designed to 
,inculcate . .habits of industry, and prepare thela 

j,o beco~e .useful members of the community ... 

The su~ss£t,ll expe.rimcmts lately made by 

the British and FD.reig.Q Sc,b<¥>l Society; UpOR 

persons a4dicted to .every species 01 depravity, 

.leave. no doubt of .the ,practicability of alile

.liora~ing the COJlditio.n of G,psies.' It is with 

pleas.ure ;tl1at on this subject the following 

.statement of fa~ts is introduce.cl, respect.iog hl',o 

)SChools established .in the oeighhQ\lrJ1o.od of the . 
,metropolis. One of ·them at Ki.ngsJ.apeJ, .a sj.-

. tuation which hall been termed, " A foc~s »Per.e 
. the most abandoned .charaders constantly 88-

,.sembled for every species of brutal and ·licell

:tiou8 4isorder." The other is at Bo~yer~lane, 

.p.CIl.r Cambe"well~ a district in,hab)ted boY persq~ 
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·0' tbe worst description; among whom :the 

police officers have been accustomed tQ look 

for the various kinds. of offenders, who have 

infested the Borough of South wark. 

We are informed by the Committee of that 

School, that" in the district embraced by tbeir 

Society, the consequences of ignorance we .. 

evident to the ~oit superficial observer. Pa .. 

rents and children, appeared alike regardleu 

of morality and virtue; the former indulging 

in proltigacy, and the latter eK-hibiting its la. 

Jl)entable .eft"ects. 

" Did the friends of tmi"prsal educatitnt re
quire a fresh illustration, they would find it in 

the scene we are now contemplating; and 

'they' 'Would confidently invite those who still 

entertain a doubt on the subject, ~o a mere 

close and rigid ,examination of that scene, sa

tisfied with the eft"ect upon every candid and 

unprejudiced mind. For, assuredly, " men do 

DOt gather grapes of thorns, nor figs of this

lles:" and when morality, decency, and order, 

are gradually occupymg the abodes of licen

~q.sne88.J m~ery, and guilt, the ch~nge.lD~ 
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be . attributed to. so.me o.perating cause, and IA~ 

muse ·must be derived fro.m the Sour.ce o.f all 

Good. 

" The principles. o.f deco.rum, o.f pro.priety, 

and o.f virtue, are instilled into. the yo.uthful 

mind; and by a I)o.werful reactio.n, they reach 

the heart o.f the parent; the mo.ral aim.osphere 

extends--its benefits a're felt and appreciated

the .Bible takes. its pro.per place in the. habi .. 

tawms of poverty ;' apd thus in its simple. 

natural, and' certain course, the germ o.f ·iR-

"struction yields the happy fruit o.f moral re
formatiou." 
. If ·as. Grellmann computes, there are no.t 

fewer than 700,000 of . these, people in Europe, 

who. do not either plough, o.r.sow, orihe gr~ter 

·part o.f them contribute in anymaaner to. the 

-improvement o.f the co.untry, o.r the suppart o.f 

the State, what a subject is this, fur ihe con
·templatio.n of Governments! 

In reference to. England, it is a beautiful ex. 
~lamatio.n o.f ·th~ Christian Observer: " Surely 

'When our charity is flo.wing in S9 wide a channel, 

.o£onveyiog the blessings o.f the go.spel to. the 
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JOOSt; dittaIft quafters of tbe globe, we shaUnot 

hesitate to water this one barren and neglec~ 

.field" in our own land." Uniting c~rdially in 

·tbilt appeal, it is a great satisfaction to be able to 

:Btate,.tl'rere are traits of character in this people, 

which encourage attention to Gypsey BOil. ~t 

.it but be cleared of weeds, and sown with gooel, 

-seed, And the Judicious cultivator may caleula*

."pon a crop to compensate his toil. 
. Greater proof of coDfidence, all to money 
tranlllCtions, not being' misplaced in G,psies 

need not be given, than in tbe testimony of the 

landlord at Kirk Yetholm, to William Smit", 

-that his Dl8.Bter knew he was as sure of theit 

JDOuey, 88 if he had it in his pocket. 

III Dr. Clarke'. Travels, published iJl t~ 

present year, Part the 2nd of Section· 3n1, 

page 092, are the following observations .re

specting tbe Gypsies of Hungary: ." Tile WaI-

,Iachian Gypsies are DOt" an idle ~e. They 

might Father be describect as a laborious pe0-

pie; and the greater part of them honestly en

deavour to earn a livelihood. It is tbis part of 

·them who :work as gold-was~ers." 
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',In page 637) the Doctor remarks: "'fit. 
Wallachians of the Bannat, bear &- v~ry ba4l 

character; and perhaps many or- the offence. 

'attributed to Gypsies, may be due to this peo

ple, who are' the least civilized, and the most 

. ferocious of all the inhabitants of Hungary-." 

Could grateful sensibility of favors receivedt 

and, of personal attachment, be more strikingly 

evinced than in the promptitude of Will Faa; 
who when he was eighty years of age, on hear .. 

big of his landlord being 'unwell, undertook, at 

-the hazard of his life; a journey of a hundred 

miles, to see him before he died , 

The attention of Gypsies to the aged and in .. 

firm or their fraternily,is not leis exhibited in the 

~of Ann Day, whose age isinsertedina work 

on' human l,ongeviQr, published at Salisbury in 
)799. She was aged ] OS, and had not alept ,in. 
a bed during ~eventy years. She was well 

known in the counties of Bedford and Rer.ts, 

and having' been a long tim'e blind, abe always 

rode upon an ass, -attended by two or three of 

• 

• 
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t~tJ ·tr.ibe. .k friend of the authQr, a .farmer 

.ar Baldock, who had frequently given· footl 

a41d. straw. for the. old womaD, say. of tbe at- " 

telldants. she, bad, her OODlf~rt and suppoJt 

~ed to be th~ir c~ef ceneern. Ue oonside .. 

her longevity a proof of the kindness 8he reo

ooived. Her interment, wbich was, at Arsley, 

~a~ Henlow, . was attended by her IOn aDd 
dau~hter, the. one 82, the other 8S ,years of age, 

ea~h having great grandchildren. 

It must have· been.a satisfaction to everY·f)" 

interested in. the improvement of human nature~ 

to observe, t~ number of advocates who have 

come forward, within the last te~ yearB, in this 

countn', to plead the cause of this despised ,nul 

abused people • 

• ~ brjngiog their case before tbe public, . the 

· aut)lor . has aimed ,at discharging what he 
tbought incumbent upon him fo undertake on 
their be'haU: He trusts that persons m.ueb 

· .JnPfe, eOQlpet~nt than himself,. will be induced,. 

· to give e'~c~ to whate,ver m,easures m~ be 
thought best adapted to promote tbe temporal, 

III w~ll~ Ip,iritWLl beDefi~ of. tbispepple; and 

• 
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that as H, the correspondent of the CDrlsth.M 

Observer, remarks: "amidst the great light 

that prevails, the reproach may be- wiped away 

from our country, of 80 many of its children 

'walking in darkness, aDd. in ih~ shadow or 

death." 

Can a. nation, whose diffusive ·philanthropl 

extend. to the ci~ilization of a quarter of the 

.. globe, and to the evangelization of the whole 

world, be regardless of any of the children or 
lier· oWil bosom, or suffer the pious, truly pa

triotic solicitude of her King, for the instructiota 

of the meanest of his subjects to remain un'" 

accomplished. 

Many person~ appear zealous to send Mi.

lionaries to con vert heathens in the most dis

tant parts of the world; when, as a late • writer 

observes, " the greatest,perhaps of all heathens, 

are at home, entirely negleCted." 

Peace and tranquillity are favorable to the 
• 

improvement of the internal condition of -a 

~ountry; and caD Britain more unequivocally 

t'* Samael Take, Autller of. Deacriptlott of tile 1lc'trtat, &te •.. 
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testify ber gratitude for the signal favors con

ferred upon her, than in promoting that ob. 

ject for which rational beings were formed

the glory of G~, and the happiness of his 

creatures. 

In relation to tbe uncultivated race we have 

been surveying, maya guarded and religious 

education prove to them, as the voice crying in 

the wilderness: " Ptepare ye the way of the 

Lord, make straight in the desert· an highway 

for our God."· The subsequent declaration, 

without doubt, is descriptive of what should be 

effected under the gospel dispenllltion: " The 

crooked shall be made straight, and the rougb 

places plain: And the glory of the Lord shall 

be revealed, and alljle," shall see it together j 

for the mouth of the Lord hath ipoken it."

Isaiah, Chap. xl. v. 8, 4,6. 

FINIS'. 
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