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CAESAR'S GAULAbraham Ortelius, in Parergon, Antwerp, 1595Osher Collection, University of Southern MaineAncient Gaul is depicted here in accordance with the desription in Julius Caesar's Commentaria, one of the earliest works to have historical maps created for it. Major topographic features and locations of native tribes, cities and Roman provinces are indicated.



First
Note
CELTIC EUROPEAbraham Ortelius, in Parergon, Antwerp, 1595Osher Collection, University of Southern MaineThis map depicts Europe during the period of Celtic dominance. Between the sixth and third centuries B.C., the Celts, a group of barbarian tribes from central Europe, conquered a vast region extending from Iberia to the Black Sea. They were driven back and defeated by the Romans in the third and second centuries B.C.



First
Note
HOLY LANDGerard de Jode, in Speculum Orbis Terrarum, Antwerp, 1578Smith Collection, University of Southern MaineWest is at the top. A detailed bird's-eye view of the walled city of Jerusalem to a contemporary pilgrim, with the Dome of the Rock on the former site of Solomon's Temple. The view is flanked by vignettes of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre (above and to the right) and the Chapel of the Nativity in Bethlehem (to the left).



First
Note
HOLY LANDAbraham Ortelius, in Theatrum Orbis Terrarum, Antwerp, 1595Osher Collection, University of Southern MaineThis is Ortelius's second Holy Land map, made in 1584 and oriented with east at the top. It contains numerous biblical place names along with embellishments derived from both the Old and New Testaments. At the lower left Jonah is being thrown to a ferocious, fishlike whale. Medallions above the title cartouche depict, from left to right, the Crucifixion, the Nativity and the Resurrection.



First
Note
HOLY LANDNicolas Visscher I; from Nicolas Visscher II, Atlas Minor, Amsterdam, c. 1689Smith Collection, University of Southern MaineOriented to the west, this map contains a wealth of Old Testament information, including the tribal divisions, towns and even caves and tombs. At the bottom center is a plan of the encampment at Mount Sinai, showing the Tabernacle in the center, surrounded by the Twelve Tribes. Moses is depicted at the left and AAron at the right; the Golden Ark is at the top, and holy vessels are at either side.



First
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HOLY LANDWillem Janszoon Blaeu from Joan Blaeu, Grooten Atlas, 1664Osher Collection, University of Southern MaineThe Exodus from Egypt, the crossing of the Red Sea, and the wanderings of the Children of Israel are seen here, along with tiny vignettes and legends chronicling the events en route. With weat at the top, the Holy Land is presented as it would have appeared to the Israelites approaching from the east. The title cartouche is flanked by figures of Moses holding the Sacred Tablets and Aaron garbed as the High Priest.



First
Note
JASON AND THE ARGONAUTSAbraham Ortelius, in Parergon, Antwerp, 1595Smith Collection, University of Southern MaineSeen here are the regions traversed by Jason and the Argonauts on their successful quest to capture the Golden Fleece from the king of Colchis on the far eastern shore of the Black Sea (CAVCASEVM MARE). In the vignette below the title, the Golden Fleece is seen hanging from a tree, guarded by a dragon and two fire-breathing bullls.



First
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KINGDOMS OF JUDAH AND ISRAELAbraham Ortelius, in Parergon, Antwerp, 1595Osher Collection, University of Southern MaineThis Ortelius map of the Holy Land is the most detailed of that region, depicting "the most important places in the Kingdoms of Judah and Israel." Both sides of the Jordan River are included within the boundaries of Palestine. The map is embellished by two ornate baroque cartouches.



First
Note
LATIUMAbraham Ortelius, in Parergon, Antwerp, 1595Osher Collection, University of Southern MaineThis map depicts the central region of Italy inhabited by the ancient Latins. A miniature plan of the walled city of Rome is seen at its western border. An insert view at the lower left depicts the Circaean Promontory, described in the Aeneid as the home of the enchantress Circe, who changed the companions of Odysseus into swine.



First
Note
PALESTINEAbraham Ortelius, in Parergon, Antwerp, 1595Osher Collection, University of Southern MaineThis is Ortelius's first map of the Holy Land, originally produced for the 1570 edition of his world atlas. Covering "the entire Holy Land" from the Nile Delta to Beirut, it depicts the route of the Exodus from Egypt across the Red Sea, tracing the wanderings of the Israelites in the desert wilderness and their eventual arrival in the Promised Land.



First
Note
PALESTINELucas Brandis, in Rudimentum Novitiorum, Lubkech, 1475Osher Collection, University of Southern MaineThis is the first modern printed map. East is at the top, and cities and regions are depicted as stylized hills, with Jerusalem at the center. Crude illustrations of biblical scenes including Moses receiving the Tablets of the Law on Mount Sinia (top right corner), the submerged cities of Sodom and Gomorrah protruding from the Dead Sea (upper right), the Baptism of Jesus (upper center) and the Crucifixion (below Jerusalem).



First
Note
PALESTINEJohann Christoph Harenberg in Composite Atlas, 1700-1760Smith Collection, University of Southern MaineAlthough this eighteenth-century map is more scientific in design, it retains many of the traditional features of earlier maps of the Holy Land. The route of the Exodus is shown, along with the tribal divisions, "extended by King David and Solomon."



First
Note
THE ANCIENT GREEK WORLDAbraham Ortelius, in Parergon, Antwerp, 1595Osher Collection, University of Southern MaineThis map portrays ancient Greece, with its independant city-satates and kingdoms and their provinces extending from the Balkan Peninsula through Ionian, Mediterranean and Aegean seas to Asia Minor. The name of the country, Ellas, is displayed in Greek letters on the lintel of the architectural cartouche in the lower left corner.



First
Note
THE ANCIENT ROMAN EMPIREAbraham Ortelius, in Parergon, Antwerp, 1595Osher Collection, University of Southern MaineThe elegant design of this map complements the geographic delineation with embellishments illustrating the history of the Roman Empire. These include medallion portraits of Romulus and Remus, a text panel containing a brief history of the Roman Empire, and a genealogical diagram of the lineage of the Roman emperors.



First
Note
THE BRITISH ISLES IN ROMAN TIMESAbraham Ortelius, in Parergon, Antwerp, 1595Osher Collection, University of Southern MaineThis map, oriented with north to the right, contains place names from the Roman period. Ireland is Hibernia, England is Britannia Major and Scotland is Britannia Minor or Scotia. The Scottish highlands are Caledonia, and London is Londinum Augusta. An inscription adjacent to London indicates the point at which Caesar crossed the Themes (Tamesis) River.



First
Note
THE CLASSICAL ANCIENT WORLDAbraham Ortelius, in Parergon, Antwerp, 1595Osher Collection, University of Southern MaineThe ancient world of the classical Greeks and Romans is seen here, framed within an oval projection outlining the limits of the earth as known at the time of Ortelius. The five "climatic" zones are delineated - two "frigida", two "temperata" and a single "torrida." It is noted that the "Zonna torrida" was believed by the ancients to be uninhabitable because of excessive solar heat. The southern "Zona temperata," as yet unexplored and unknown, is nevertheless clearly designated as habitable. Corner medallions within the ornamental strapwork border contain late-sixteenth-century depictions of the four continents.



First
Note
THE CONQUESTS OF ALEXANDER THE GREATAbraham Ortelius, in Parergon, Antwerp, 1595Osher Collection, University of Southern MaineThis map depicts the vast area conquered by the young Macedonian king Alexander the Great, extending eastwards from Byzantium and Egypt to the Indus River. An inset in the lower left corner presents a finely engraved bird's-eye view of the oracle of Zeus at Ammon, Egypt. Surmounting the dedication cartouche at the lower right is an engraving of a gold coin bearing the helmuted likeness of Alexander.



First
Note
THE GREAT FLOOD - SONS OF NOAHMaker unknown; from a Dutch Bible [seventeenth century]Smith Collection, University of Southern MaineThis Bible map encompasses a large region of the Near East, from Cilicia and Egypt in the east to Assyria and Nod in the West. It is designed to illustrate the account of the Great Flood in the third chapter of Genesis and the subsequent repopulation of the world by the three sons of Noah. The anti-Papal iconography at the top marks this as being from a Protestant Bible.



First
Note
THE PROMISED LAND CANAANMaker unknown; from a Dutch Bible [seventeenth century]Smith Collection, University of Southern MaineDuring the sixteenth century it became customary to include maps in Bibles, and by the seventeenth century a standard complement of five or six maps based on the Old and New Testaments was traditional. This is a typical example, for the Twelve Tribes and, in the lower corners, scenes of the Nativity and the Crucifixion.



First
Note
THE TRAVELS OF SAINT PAULAbraham Ortelius, in Parergon, Antwerp, 1595Osher Collection, University of Southern MaineThis map depicts the regions traversed by Saint Paul during his wide-ranging missionary activities, extending from Italy to Mesopotamia. Beautifully executed vignettes flanking the title cartouche illustrate episodes from the life of Saint Paul. On the left his conversion to Christianity is dramatically portrayed; on the right he is shown shipwrecked on the Island of Malta en route to his trial in Rome.



First
Note
THE VOYAGE OF AENEASAbraham Ortelius, in Parergon, Antwerp, 1595Osher Collection, University of Southern MaineThis map illustrates the voyage of Aeneas as recounted in Virgil's epic poem, the Aeneid. Following the destruction of Troy by the Greeks, Aeneas, a Trojan prince and son of the goddess Venus, embarked on an adventurous voyage, finally reaching Italy and becoming the legendary founder of the Roman people.
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Note
ABRAHAM THE PATRIARCHAbraham Ortelius, in Parergon, Antwerp, 1595Osher Collection, University of Southern MaineThis map is considered one of Ortelius's masterpieces. The map itself is in the form of a tapestry depicting the land of Canan with its ancient tribal divisions, surrounded by twenty-two medallion scenes illustrating the life of Abraham the Patriarch. A small inset map traces his wanderings from the Euphrates Valley to the Promised Land.



First
Note
ANCIENT CRETE, CORSICA AND SARDINIAAbraham Ortelius, in Perergon, Antwerp, 1595Osher Collection, University of Southern MaineThree of the larger Mediterranean islands are depicted here, along with the smaller islands of the Ionian Sea, as they were known in ancient times. While many topographical features and settlements are delineated, gaps in historical and geographic knowledge are noted in the panels at the bottom, which list places and cities whose locations were uncertain or unknown.



First
Note
ANCIENT DALMATIAAbraham Ortelius, in Parergon, Antwerp, 1595Osher Collection, University of Southern MaineShown here are the Roman provinces of Pannonia and Illyria (Illyris), occupying the east coast of the Adriatic Sea and the adjacent Balkan regions. Several Roman emperors, for example Diocletian, were natives of Illyria. The text panel at the lower left lists ancient tribes and places whose locations were unknown.



First
Note
ANCIENT EGYPTAbraham Ortelius, in Parergon, Antwerp, 1595Osher Collection, University of Southern MaineThis map is oriented with east at the top, allowing a detailed rendering of the Nile River and its delta across the width of the map. The inset view of Alexandria at the upper right shows its system of canals and the peninsula of Pharos, site of the great lighthouse, one of the Seven Wonders of the ancient world.



First
Note
ANCIENT GREEK COLONIES IN ITALYAbraham Ortelius, in Parergon, Antwerp, 1595Osher Collection, University of Southern MaineThis map, oriented with east at the top, shows the ancient Greek seaport colonies in southern Italy, known as Magna Graecia. Major cities included Tarentum, Croton and Heraclea. The latter was the site of the famous battle in which Pyrrhus, king of Epirus, sustained devastating losses in defeating the Romans, giving rise to the term "Pyrrhic victory."



First
Note
ANCIENT ITALYAbraham Ortelius, in Parergon, Antwerp, 1595Osher Collection, University of Southern MaineThis map depicts the entire peninsula of ancient Italy, with a detailed portrayal of topographic features such as coastlines, rivers, lakes and mountains. Political subdivisions are named, and cities are indicated by red symbols in the form of buildings or groups of buildings, the size of the symbol being proportional to the size of the city. A decorative cartouche at the lower center contains imagery from Italian history and mythology.



First
Note
ANCIENT JERUSALEM / MODERN JERUSALEMLyman Coleman, in Text Book and Atlas of Biblical Geography, Philadelphia, 1854Osher Collection, University of Southern MaineThis is the frontispiece of a popular nineteenth-century biblical geography book designed to call attention to "a most important but neglected branch of education." "Modern Jerusalem" is actually the old walled city as it existed in the mid-nineteenth century. Many important holy sites are identified, including the ancient Temple, the Church of the Holy Sepulchure, the Mosque of Omar and the "Wailing Wall."



First
Note
ANCIENT NORTH AFRICAAbraham Ortelius, in Parergon, Antwerp, 1595Osher Collection, University of Southern MainePhoenician colonies on the northern coast of Africa are seen here, the most important of which was Carthage, established by sea-farers from the kingdom of Tyre. The inset in the lower left corner contains a plan of the ancient walled city of Carthage, destroyed by the Romans during the Third Punic War.



First
Note
ANCIENT TUSCANYAbraham Ortelius, in Parergon, Antwerp, 1595Osher Collection, University of Southern MaineThis map depicts the central Italian region of Eturia, later named Tuscany, home of the ancient Etruscans. Believed to have migrated from Asia Minor, the Etruscans were successful traders who built a number of cities, among them Florence, and developed an advanced civilization noted for its art. Etruria was eventually defeated by and annexed to Rome.
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