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For nearly 250 years, African Americans were forced to work as 

slaves in the United States. Slaves received no pay and suffered 

under the cruelest conditions. In this photo, Gordon (no last 

name given), a slave from Mississippi, shows the scars from 

beatings he received. 



CHAPTER 1 

i 

SLAfERf 
TAVPC RflilT 

.-'•i 
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If slavery is not wrong, nothing is wrong”' When Abraham 

Lincoln wrote these words, Americans were bitterly divided over 

slavery. For nearly 250 years, black slaves had worked hard on 

farms and plantations, mainly in the South. Slaves were bought 

and sold like property. Their owners did not pay them for their 

work. Many slaves were beaten with whips and given little food 

or clothing. 

The businesses, factories, and small farms of the North did 

not need slave labor, and many Northerners had come to believe 

that slavery was wrong. They wanted to put an end to it. The large 

plantations of the South depended on the work of slaves, and 

mm 
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Abraham Lincoln first witnessed the brutality of slavery growing 

up near the Cumberland Trail This is an 1868 illustration of 

young Abraham reading in his log cabin. 
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Slaves wearing handcuffs and shackles pass through Washington, D.C., 

around 1815. The journey of blacks from Africa to the slave market in 

North America was extremely harsh. Many died along the way. Once 

slaves arrived in America, their treatment did not improve. 

most Southerners wanted to keep slavery. As president, Lincoln 

did more than anyone before him to free the 4 million black slaves 

from their chains. 

Lincoln was born February 12, 1809, near Hodgenville, 

Kentucky. He came from a poor family of pioneers. They moved 

often, throughout the West. 



In this 1862 photo, African-American slaves work in a pile of cotton, 

preparing it for the cotton gin at Smith's plantation in Port Royal 

Island, South Carolina. The thriving cotton industry demanded more 

and more slave labor. 



Slairer^ Ibices Emit 

Lincoln grew up near the Cumberland Trail, which ran from 

Louisville, Kentucky, to Nashville, Tennessee. Pioneers, preachers, 

and peddlers made their way along the trail. There were also 

slaves, tied together by the hands and feet, traveling on the trail. 

This is probably where young Abraham Lincoln saw slaves for the 

first time.^ 

The first African slaves were brought to America in 1619. 

Traders from Europe made a lot of money selling slaves. Men, 

women, and children were kidnapped in Africa, chained, and 

shipped across the Atlantic Ocean to America. Millions died on 

the long journey across the sea. Through the years, the number of 

slaves in America grew slowly. 

That suddenly changed when Eli Whitney invented the cotton 

gin in 1793. The machine removed the seeds from cotton. With a 

machine doing the work instead of a person, farmers could now 

clean fifty times more cotton each day. 

Southern farmers could make a great deal of money selling 

this crop. Many of them quickly switched to growing cotton. 
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The cotton gin, shown in this 1823 illustration from the publication 

American Farmer, forever changed slavery in the South. 

More slaves than ever were needed to work in the fields, planting 

and picking cotton. 

By 1830, the number of slaves had climbed to more than 

2 million, and slavery had become a major part of life in the 

United States.^ 



CHAPTER 2 

In 1828, Abraham Lincoln traveled on a flatboat down the 

Mississippi River to New Orleans, Louisiana. The boat was 

carrying farm products to market. As legend tells the story, 

Lincoln, age nineteen, now got a closer look at slavery. Slaves in 

chains were being whipped. Black men, women, and children 

were being sold like cattle at auctions. Lincoln began to feel a 

deep hatred of slavery.' 

Lincoln was not the only one in the country who felt strongly 

about slavery. Mostly in the North, there were many people who 

wanted to abolish—or put an end to—slavery. They were called 

abolitionists. 



The EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION, LINCOLN, 
and SLAVERY Through PBIMABT SOUBGES 

William Lloyd Garrison was an abolitionist who published 

an antislavery newspaper. He called it The Liberator. The word 

liberate means “to set free.” 

“I will not retreat a single inch—and I will be heardy' wrote 

Garrison in the newspaper s first issue.^ Garrison s voice was heard 

for the next thirty-five years. He also spread his views by helping 

form the American Anti-Slavery Society in 1833. Members of the 

society gave speeches and wrote newspaper and magazine articles 

calling for an end to slavery. 

Many people in the South were angry about these antislavery 

groups. Southerners asked the Northern lawmakers to put a stop 

to them. People in the South did not want slavery to end. The 

cotton industry needed slaves. 

Lincoln was a member of the Illinois House of Representatives 

at this time. In 1837, Illinois’s lawmakers voted to stop antislavery 

activity. Only six lawmakers voted in favor of the abolitionists. 

Lincoln was one of them. He wrote that slavery was based on 

“injustice and bad policy.”^ Still, he said that Gongress did not 

have the power to end slavery in states where it already existed. 
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abolitionist, founded the anti William Lloyd Garrison, an 

slavery newspaper. The Liberator, in 1831. His outspoken views 

against slavery were not received well in the South. 
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The issue of slavery divided the nation into free states and slave states. 

Pro-slavery supporters wanted new states entering the Union to allow 

slavery, while abolitionists wanted those states to prohibit slavery. The 

Missouri Compromise and the Compromise of 1850 left neither side happy. 

It was the first time Lincoln spoke out in public against slavery. 

But it was far from his last. 

After his term in the Illinois Congress ended, Lincoln returned 

to his law practice. In 1841, Lincoln was the lawyer for a woman 

who had been sold into slavery in Illinois. He won her freedom by 

arguing that Illinois was not a slave state, so a person could not be 

bought or sold there. 



The Battle Bwer Slairery 

Lincoln was elected for a two-year term in the United States 

Congress. As a congressman, from 1847 to 1849, he was rather 

quiet on the issue of slavery. At one point, he said that he would 

suggest a law to free the slaves in Washington, D.C., but he did 

not follow through on this. 

In 1820, the Missouri Compromise allowed Maine to enter 

the Union as a free state and said Missouri would be a slave state. 

That kept an equal number of slave states and free states. 

Congress was working hard to satisfy both the abolitionists of 

the North and the slave owners of the South. The Compromise 

of 1850 brought in California as a free state and banned the slave 

trade in the District of Columbia (although slavery was still 

allowed"^there). For the South, it made stricter punishments for 

anyone helping a runaway slave. Neither the North nor the South 

thought the Compromise of 1850 was fair. 

When Lincoln ran for a seat in the U.S. Senate in 1858, slavery 

was an important issue to the voters. Even more new territories 

and states were being settled in the West. Should slavery be 

allowed in these areas? 



* •; 

The portrait of Abraham Lincoln 

(left) was taken on October 1, 

1858, two weeks before the final 

Lincoln-Douglas debate. The photo 

of Stephen A. Douglas (top) was 

taken sometime between 1844 and 

1860. Lincoln's unsuccessful senate 

campaign was an important point 

in his political career. 
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Lincoln believed the answer was no. He said it could stay in 

the states where it already existed, but he thought that over time, 

slavery would come to an end by itself. 

The man Lincoln was running against for the Senate was 

Stephen A. Douglas. Lincoln and Douglas argued often about 

slavery. In Douglas s opinion, the people in each area should 

decide for themselves whether or not to allow slavery. 

Lincoln did not agree. He called slavery “the disease of the 

entire nation.”'^ He feared that Douglas s plan would spread 

slavery throughout the American West. 

Lincoln always worried that slavery might split the country 

in two. In a famous speech, he used a quote from the Bible: 

“A house divided against itself cannot stand.” He went on to say 

that the country “will become all one thing, or all the other.”^ He 

was saying that one day, the whole country would either abolish 

slavery or allow it. 

Lincoln lost the election to Douglas, yet his speeches against 

slavery were remembered. 



This is a banner from Abraham Lincoln's first campaign for president. 

When Lincoln was elected in November 1860, the South, fearful of 

Lincoln's anti-slavery beliefs, decided to take action. 

In 1860, Lincoln ran for president. He did not win many votes 

in the Southern slave states. The votes for Lincoln came from the 

eighteen free states. Lincoln’s problems began immediately after 

he won the election. Southerners knew that he was against the 

spread of slavery. They were afraid that as president he would try 

to get rid of slavery in the whole country. So they decided to take 

action. 



CHAPTER 3 

South Carolina was the first state to break away—or secede— 

from the United States in December 1860. Six more southern 

states (Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, and 

Texas) soon followed. They formed their own country—the 

Confederate States of America—with its own government. 

Lincoln was sworn in as the sixteenth president of the United 

States on March 4, 1861. President Lincoln did not want the 

nation torn apart. “Can this country be saved?” he had asked 

before taking office. “If it can, I will consider myself one of the 

happiest men in the world if I can help to save it.”^ 



A view of President Abraham Lincoln's inauguration in front of the U.S. 

Capitol on March 4,1861. By the time Lincoln was sworn in as president, 

several Southern states had already seceded from the Union. 

Fighting broke out when Confederate soldiers in South 

Carolina attacked Fort Sumter on April 12, 1861. The fort 

belonged to the U.S. government. With few men or supplies, it 

was forced to surrender. After this, four more states (Virginia, 

Arkansas, North Carolina, and Tennessee) seceded from the 

United States, bringing the total of Confederate States to eleven. 



This photo taken on April 15, 1861, 

shows the interior of Fort Sumter 

after the Confederate capture of it. 

The Confederate flag can be seen 

at the top of the image. This was the 

first battle of the Civil War. 

Who’S Who in The Civil War 
^The North was also known as the Union, or the United 

States. The people there were often called Yankees. 

^ The South was called the Confederate States, or the 

Confederacy. During the war. Southerners were also 

called Rebels or Johnny Reb. 
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This map shows the division between the Union and the Confederacy 

during the Civil War. Several border states sided with the North, despite 

being slave states. President Lincoln worried that if he freed the slaves, 

these states might leave and join the Confederacy. 



A Natl@0 Torn Apart 

Although he had hoped to avoid war, Lincoln now called for 

75,000 men to join the Union army. The Civil War had begun. 

From the start, Lincoln said the war was being fought 

to save the country, not to destroy slavery. “If I could save 

the Union without freeing any slave I would do it, and 

if I could save it by freeing all the slaves I would do it;... What I 

do about slavery, and the colored race,” he wrote, “I do because it 

helps to save the Union.”^ 

Lincoln believed that most Union soldiers were fighting to 

save their country. He did not think they would be willing to risk 

their lives to free the slaves.^ 

Still, the growing number of abolitionists in the North wanted 

Lincoln to end slavery right away. Lincoln believed slavery was 

wrong—but he also believed in upholding the laws of the United 

States. He was not sure the U.S. Constitution gave him the power 

to abolish slavery. It had always been a matter that each state 

decided for itself. 

Lincoln was also worried about Kentucky, Missouri, Maryland, 

and Delaware. These states were on the border of the North and 



A year into the Civil War, President Lincoln said, "Things had gone on 

from bad to worse." This was the last "beardless" portrait taken of 

Lincoln on August 13,1860, shortly before he was elected president. 
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the South. They were loyal to the Union—but they allowed slavery. 

Would they join the Confederacy if Lincoln got rTd of slavery? 

Kentucky led the way to the West, as well as to the heart of the 

Confederacy. “I think to lose Kentucky is nearly the same as to 

lose the whole game,” Lincoln said.'^ 

After a year of fighting, the North had lost a lot of men and 

was not winning many battles. “Things had gone on from bad to 

worse,” Lincoln said.^ He decided the time had come to free the 

slaves. Lincoln said it was a “military necessity” if he hoped to put 

the country back together.^ 

Lincoln believed that freeing—or emancipating—the slaves 

would hurt the Confederacy. For one thing, the South’s cotton 

fields would lose most of its workers if there were no slaves. For 

another, these former slaves would be able to join the Union army. 

This would help the North. 

One morning in June 1862, Lincoln visited the telegraph 

office of the War Department. The telegraph was a machine for 

sending messages. It was used in the days before the telephone 

was invented. Lincoln wanted to see the reports on how the Union 
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The telegraph, shown here, was 

used to send messages over 

wires before the telephone was 

invented. While visiting the War 

Department Telegraph Office, 

President Lincoln began writing 

the Emancipation Proclamation. 

army was doing. It was a quiet place, and Lincoln knew he could 

work there without being disturbed. Thomas T. Eckert was the 

head of the office. He said Lincoln came in one day and asked for 

a piece of paper “to write something special.”^ 

Lincoln was about to begin writing the Emancipation 

Proclamation. Emancipation means freedom. A proclamation is a 

public announcement. 



CHAPTER 4 

1 “He would look out the window a while and then put his pen 

1 to paper, but he did not write much at once,” Eckert said. “He 

■ would study between times and when he had made up his mind 

I he would put down a line or two, and then sit quiet for a few 

■ minutes.”^ 

’ That day, when Lincoln was finished, he handed Eckert the 

j paper and asked him to hold on to it. Lincoln had not filled even 

one sheet. 



This engraving was created from a painting by F. B. Carpenter called 

"The First Reading of the Emancipation Proclamation Before the 

Cabinet." 

For the next few weeks, Lincoln came to the telegraph office 

each day. Eckert would take out the papers, which he kept in a 

locked desk, and hand them to the president. 

Lincoln did not tell Eckert what he was working on until he 

had finished. Then Lincoln explained that he was freeing the 

slaves in the South. He said this would end the war more quickly. 



Taking ^cllcin 

Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation stated that all the slaves 

in the rebelling states were being set free.^ The Emancipation 

Proclamation also said that African Americans would be allowed 

to join the U.S. army and navy. 

In July 1862, Lincoln asked other lawmakers for advice about 

the Emancipation Proclamation. Some liked it. Others worried 

that there were many Northerners who might be upset. Even 

though most people in the North believed slavery was wrong, 

many of them did not think black people were equal to whites. 

They did not think blacks should have the same rights as white 

people, and they did not want the 4 million African-American 

slaves to be set free. 

Lincoln said he was “afraid that half the officers [in the Union 

army] would fling down their arms” and refuse to fight when 

they heard about his plan to free the slaves.^ 

Secretary of State William H. Seward was pleased with the 

proclamation. But he told Lincoln not to issue it right away. 

The people in the North were not happy about how the war was 

going. The Union army had not won a key battle in a long while. 









v
 













Taking Hctlon 

Seward thought it might look as if Lincoln had written the 

Emancipation Proclamation just so African Americans could 

help fight in the Union army. 

Seward told Lincoln to wait until the North had won a big 

victory.^ Lincoln agreed, and he waited. On September 17, 1862, 

the battle of Antietam took place near Sharpsburg, Maryland. 

It was the single bloodiest day of fighting in American history. 

More than 23,000 men were killed or wounded. The battle was 

terrible, but it was a victory for the North. 

The President’s Wartime Power 
Could President Lincoln end slavery without disobeying the 

U.S. Constitution? As the Civil War went on, Lincoln decided 

the answer was yes. As president, he was commander-in- 

chief of the army and navy—and the Constitution gave him 

wartime powers against his enemies. He could free the slaves 

to hurt the Confederacy and help the United States win the 

war. In his proclamation, he called freeing the slaves "an act 

of justice."^ He was glad to be doing a good deed, too. 



As William Seward had suggested, President Lincoln waited until 

after an important Union victory before issuing the Emancipation 

Proclamation. Despite heavy Union losses at Antietam, Lincoln 

felt he had the victory he needed. This photo shows the president 

(center) at Union camp in Antietam on October 3,1862. 



In this illustration, Union and Confederate soldiers clash at the Battle of 

Antietam, the single bloodiest day of fighting in American history. 

^ .“ .- . 

Five days later, on September 22, 1862, Lincoln published a 

draft of his proclamation—called the Preliminary Emancipation 

Proclamation. 

Lincoln gave a warning to the Confederate States: If they did not 

come back into the Union by January 1, 1863, the Emancipation 

Proclamation would take effect, freeing all slaves in the rebelling 

Southern states. 



CHAPTERS 

liV 
Ji never, in my life, felt more certain that I was doing right than 

I do in signing this paper,” Lincoln said of the Emancipation 

Proclamation.^ 

In truth, issuing the Emancipation Proclamation did not free a 

single slave. Lincoln said the slaves in the rebelling states were now 

free. But the Confederates did not obey Lincoln. Jefferson Davis 

was their president. Lincoln had no power in the Confederacy. 

The proclamation would succeed only if the North won the 

war and the country was put back together. Then Lincoln would 

have the power to end slavery throughout the United States. 



Ent’d aooording to Act of Congross, A. D, 1863, by W. T. Carlton, in the Clerk’s OfiSce of 
the District Court ol the District of Mass. 

African-American men, women, and children gather at a watch 

meeting on December 31, 1862, waiting for the hour to strike 

midnight, when the Emancipation Proclamation would take effect. 

Waiting for the Proclamation 
On December 31,1862, a large crowd gathered in Boston. 

They were waiting for midnight, when the Emancipation 

Proclamation would officially take effect. Among them 

were abolitionists William Lloyd Garrison, Harriet Beecher 

Stowe, and Frederick Douglass, who was weeping with joy.^ 

All over, other people waited, too, as in the scene above. 
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Lincoln also had a plan to deal with slaves in the Border States 

that remained loyal to the Union. He said that the government 

would pay slave owners if they gave up their slaves. 

The Emancipation Proclamation was important because it 

showed the world that the Civil War was now being fought to end 

slavery. It also gave hope to millions of black Americans. 

Many people cheered when they heard about it. Horace Greeley, 

editor of the New York Tribune, wrote that it was “the beginning 

of the new life of the nation.”^ Black Americans were especially 

happy. “We shout with joy,” said Frederick Douglass, an ex-slave 

who became a leading spokesman for African Americans.'* 

Crowds of people—both black and white—stood outside the 

White House singing, clapping, and calling out for the president. 

They believed the Emancipation Proclamation was a symbol of 

freedom. 

Of course, not everyone was pleased. In the Confederacy, 

President Jefferson Davis called it one of the most horrible acts in 

history.^ Many Northerners were unhappy that the war was now 

being fought over slavery. 
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This is page one of the Emancipation Proclamation, the document 

granting freedom to slaves in the rebelling Southern states. 
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As a result of the Emancipation Proclamation, thousands 

of African Americans fled from the South. Both slaves and free 

blacks headed North to join the Union army. By war s end, 

nearly 200,000 African Americans would fight for the Union. 

Twenty-four would receive the Congressional Medal of Honor. 

When Lincoln was elected for another term as president 

in November 1864, he looked old and tired. There were many 

new wrinkles on his face. The war had been very hard on him. 

Black Soldiers 
★ Many whites did not like the idea of fighting to free black 

Americans. "You say you will not fight to free Negroes " 

said Lincoln. "Some of them seem willing to fight for you."^ 

^ A Kentucky soldier said he "volunteered to fight to restore 

the Old Constitution and not to free the Negroes and we 

are not going to do it."^ 

★ Some white soldiers were glad blacks were joining the 

army. "If they can kill rebels I say arm them and set them 

to shooting " said one soldier from Illinois.^ 



Let Freedom Ring 

in this photo taken between 

1863 and 1865, an unidentified 

African-American Union soldier 

stands in full uniform with a 

bayoneted musket. 

He wanted nothing more than peace. Lincoln hoped to “bind up 

the nation’s wounds,” he said.^ 

When Confederate general Robert E. Lee surrendered to 

Union general Ulysses S. Grant on April 9, 1865, the end of the 

Civil War was finally in sight. The war had lasted four bloody 

years. More than 600,000 lives had been lost. 

At last, 4 million African Americans were now free. That 

same year, in December, the Thirteenth Amendment to the 
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This "$100,000 Reward" poster was issued for the capture of the 

murderer and conspirators in President Lincoln's assassination. John 

Wilkes Booth (top center of poster) was killed during an attempt to 

capture him twelve days after the murder. 



Let FreedoEH Elug 

U.S. Constitution was passed. Slavery was now against the law in 

every state of the country. 

Five nights after General Lee surrendered, Lincoln was shot. 

He had been watching a play at Ford’s Theater in Washington, 

D.C. The killer was John Wilkes Booth, an actor who had wanted 

the South to win the war. He was violently angry with President 

Lincoln for freeing the slaves. Booth was found and killed twelve 

days later by federal troops. 

Lincoln lived through the night, but he died the next morning. 

It was April 15,1865, and he was fifty-six years old. Thousands of 

people gathered to say good-bye as a train carried Lincoln’s body 

back to Springfield, Illinois. 

African Americans were now facing a long struggle to be treated 

as equal human beings. Issuing the Emancipation Proclamation 

was only the beginning—but it was an important beginning. 

President Lincoln was extremely proud of the Emancipation 

Proclamation. He once said, “If my name ever goes into history, 

it will be for this act.”'° 



TIMELINE 

1600s 

1619: African slaves are sold in Jamestown, Virginia. 

1662: Virginia law states that slaves from Africa will remain slaves 

for life. 

1700s 

1774: Northern states begin to abolish slavery. 

1793: The cotton gin is invented, giving new life to the slave industry 

in the South. 

1800s 

1808: Importing slaves from other countries is outlawed. 

1809: Abraham Lincoln is born in near Hodgenville, Kentucky. 

1818: Ten states allow slavery and ten do not. 

1820: Missouri Compromise says Maine will be a free state, Missouri 

a slave state. 

1831: William Lloyd Garrison begins publishing The Liberator. 

1834: Lincoln is elected to the Illinois House of Representatives. 

1841: Lincoln returns to his private law practice. 

1846: Lincoln is elected to the U.S. House of Representatives. 

1850: New law sets stricter punishments for people helping runaway 

slaves. 



Timeline 

1858: Lincoln runs for the U.S. Senate against Stephen Douglas, and 

the two men debate over the issue of slavery. Lincoln loses the 

election. 

1860: Lincoln becomes president of the United States; South Carolina 

secedes from the United States. 

1861: Six more Southern states secede, and the Confederate States of 

America is formed, with Jefferson Davis as president; the Civil 

War begins, and four more Southern states join the Confederacy. 

1862: Lincoln begins working on the Emancipation Proclamation. 

He publishes the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation on 

September 22. 

1863: Lincoln issues the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 

freeing slaves in the rebelling states. 

1864: Lincoln is reelected to a second term as president. 

1865: Confederate general Lee surrenders to Union general Grant. 

• President Lincoln is assassinated. 

•Andrew Johnson becomes president. 

• The rest of the Confederate armies surrender, and the Civil War 

is over. 

•The Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution is passed, 

abolishing slavery in the United States. 
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GLOSSABT 

abolitionist —A person who wants to put an end to slavery. 

auction—A public sale where property is sold to the highest bidder. 

confederacy—People or states that have joined together. 

Confederate States of America—The eleven southern states that 

left the United States to become a separate nation: Alabama, Arkansas, 

Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, 

Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia. 

emancipation—The act of freeing people. 

Emancipation Proclamation—A ruling written by President 

Abraham Lincoln that freed all the slaves in the rebelling states. 

pioneer—A person who explores unsettled territory. 

plantation—A large farm, usually in the South. 

preliminary—Before; leading up to the main event or announcement. 

proclamation—A public announcement. 

secede—To break away from. 

union—The uniting of a group of people; during the Civil War, the United 

States was called the Union. 

U.S. Constitution—A paper describing the powers of the government 

and the rights of the American people. It contains the basic laws of the 

United States. 
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hen Abraham Lincoln said this, many Americans did not agree. Most of 

them lived in the South, where their economy depended on slave labor. In 

1861, the year Lincoln became president, the conflict over slavery became a 

war between a divided nation. Although the Civil War was fought to reunite 

that nation, Lincoln eventually saw the greater cause: ending slavery forever 

in the United States. In striving to achieve this ultimate goal. President 

Lincoln took the most important step—the Emancipation Proclamation. 
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