Henry Alfred Kissinger

Henry Alfred Kissinger was born on 27 May, 1923 in Fuerth, Germany. His parents brought him to the United States in 1938 and five years later he became a citizen. He earned a Bachelor's degree in 1950 from Harvard College graduating summa cum laude. He received a Master's degree in 1952 and a Doctorate in 1954 from Harvard University.
Kissinger became involved in US foreign policy during the 1950s and 60s when he served occasionally as a policy advisor to Presidents Dwight D. Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson. From 1955 to 1956, Kissinger held the position of Study Director, Nuclear Weapons and Foreign Policy, for the Council of Foreign Relations. In 1957, Kissinger wrote his first book, Nuclear Weapons and Foreign Policy. In this book, Kissinger emphasizes the need for flexibility in military policy, in particular, the need for options other than "mutually assured destruction."
Kissinger acted as a consultant to the United States Arms Control and Disarmament Agency from 1961 to 1968. He was appointed assistant to President Richard M. Nixon in National Security Affairs in 1969, the year in which Kissinger's prominence in shaping US nuclear weapons policy was most significant. He assisted in the initiation of the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT) with the USSR that took place from November 1969 to January 1972. Not only was this series of negotiations important to the improvement of US-USSR relations, it also produced two agreements vital to nuclear arms reduction-the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty (ABM) and the Interim Agreement on Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms, which were both signed on 26 May1972. 
In January 1973, Henry Kissinger was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his contributions to the negotiation of a cease-fire agreement in the Vietnam War. This award to Kissinger, who was perceived by many people to have encouraged policies that prolonged the war, remains highly controversial. Kissinger has been accused of many war crimes related to policies he promoted in Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Chile and elsewhere. Christopher Hitchens authored a book entitled The Trial of Henry Kissinger in which he weighs evidence with judicial care to develop a devastating indictment of a man whose ambition and ruthlessness have directly resulted in both individual murders and widespread, indiscriminate slaughter. 
In August 1973, President Nixon promoted Kissinger to Secretary of State, making Kissinger the first foreign-born individual to hold that office. 
After officially resigning from the government in 1977, he remains a consultant on international affairs. Ironically, he now opposes the ABM Treaty that he helped to create. Kissinger has consistently supported the deployment of a US missile defense system and argues that the ABM should not stand in the way as it "was signed with an eye to an environment that that simply does not exist today."
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Henry Alfred Kissinger was sworn in on September 22, 1973, as the 56th Secretary of State, a position he held until January 20, 1977. He also served as Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs from January 20, 1969, until November 3, 1975. In July 1983 he was appointed by President Reagan to chair the National Bipartisan Commission on Central America until it ceased operation in January 1985, and from 1984-1990 he served as member of the President's Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board. 

At present, Dr. Kissinger is chairman of Kissinger Associates, Inc., an international consulting firm, He is also a Councilor to the Chase Manhattan Bank and a member its International Advisory Committee; Chairman of the International Advisory Board of American International Group, Inc.; a Counselor to and Trustee of the Center for Strategic and International Studies; and an Honorary Governor of the Foreign Policy Association. From 1986-1988 he was a member of the Commission on Integrated Long-term Strategy of the National Security and Defense Department. Among his other activities, Dr. Kissinger is a member if the Boards of Directors of Continental Grain Company, The Revlon Group, Inc., Freeport-McMoRan Inc., and Advisor to the board of Directors of American Express Company. He is Trustee of the Metropolitan Museum of Art and a Director of the International Rescue Committee.

Among the awards Dr. Kissinger has received have been the Nobel Peace Prize in 1973; the Presidential Medal of Freedom (the nation's highest civilian award)in 1977; and the Medal of Liberty in 1986.

Dr. Kissinger was born in Fuerth, Germany, came to the United Sates in 1938 and was naturalized a United States Citizen in 1943. He served in the Army from 1943 to 1946. He graduated summa cum laude from Harvard College in 1950 and received the M.A. and Ph.D degrees from Harvard University in 1952 to 1969.

From 1954 to 1969 he was a member of the faculty of Harvard University, in both the Department of Government and the Center for International Affairs. He was the Director of the Harvard International Seminar from 1952 to 1969.

Dr. Kissinger is the author of:

A world Restored: Castlereagh, Metternich and the Restoration of Peace, 1812-1822 (1957);
Nuclear Weapons and Foreign Policy (1957); 
The Necessity for Choice: Prospects of American Foreign Policy (1961); 
The Troubled Partnership: A Reappraisal of the Atlantic Alliance (1965); 
Problems of National Strategy: A Book of Readings (ed.) (1965); 
American Foreign Policy, Three Essays (1969); 
White House Years (1979); 
For the Record: Selected Statements, 1977-1980 (1981); 
Years of Upheaval (1982); 
Observations: Selected Speeches and Essays, 1982- 1984 (1985); and
Diplomacy (1994)
He has also published numerous articles on United States foreign policy, international affairs and diplomatic history. His column, syndicated by the Los Angeles Times Syndicate, appears in leading U.S. newspapers and in over 40 countries.

Dr. Kissinger is married to the former Nancy Maginnes and is the father of two children by a previous marriage.


Klaus Larres Named Henry Alfred Kissinger Scholar in Foreign Policy and International Relations

http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2002/02-112.html
Klaus W. Larres of Queen’s University, Belfast, Northern Ireland, is the new Henry Alfred Kissinger Scholar in Foreign Policy and International Relations at the Library of Congress, effective Sept. 2. Librarian of Congress James H. Billington made the appointment upon the recommendation of a four-person selection committee consisting of members of the academic community and high-ranking foreign policy experts.

Larres is the second individual to occupy the Kissinger chair; the first was Aaron Friedberg, director of the research program in international security and acting director of the Center of International Studies at Princeton University.

Created through the generosity of friends of the former Secretary of State to honor him and emphasize the importance of foreign affairs, the Kissinger chair program offers outstanding thinkers and practitioners a unique opportunity to pursue advanced research in the largest and most international collection of library materials in the world.

As occupant of the Kissinger chair, Larres will spend ten months at the John W. Kluge Center in the Library’s Jefferson Building. He has chosen “The United States and the ‘Unity of Europe’: A Comparative Analysis of American Policy-Making and European Integration in the Post-1945 and Post-1990 Eras” as his area of research.

Larres is the Jean Monnet Professor, European Foreign and Security Policy at the School of Politics, Queen’s University of Belfast; he earned his doctorate from the University of Cologne in 1992.  He is the author of numerous articles and books on international affairs in the Cold War and post-Cold War eras, American and British foreign policy in the 20th century, modern and contemporary German history and politics, the history of European integration, and European foreign policy and transatlantic relations (including Anglo-American, German-American and British-German relations). His most recent book, “Churchill’s Cold War: The Politics of Personal Diplomacy [1908-55],” was published by Yale University Press this year.

Other recent published works include “The Cold War: Essential Readings” (Blackwell, 2001), co-editor; editor of “Germany since Unification: The Development of the Berlin Republic,” 2nd revised and expanded edition (Palgrave, 2001); editor, “Uneasy Allies: British-German Relations and European Integration since 1945” (Oxford University Press, 2000); and co-author, “A History of the Federal Republic of Germany, 1949-1989” (Landeszentrale für politische Bildung Thüringen, 1999).

For more information about the Henry Alfred Kissinger Chair or any of the other fellowships and grants offered by the John W. Kluge Center, contact the Office of Scholarly Programs, Library of Congress, 101 Independence Avenue, S.E., Washington, DC 20540-4860; telephone (202) 707-3302, fax 202-707-3595, e-mail: scholarly@loc.gov, www.loc.gov/loc/kluge/.

Henry A. Kissinger – Biography

http://www.nobel.se/peace/laureates/1973/kissinger-bio.html
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Henry Alfred Kissinger was the 56th Secretary of State of the United States from 1973 to 1977, continuing to hold the position of Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs which he first assumed in 1969 until 1975. After leaving government service, he founded Kissinger Associates, an international consulting firm, of which he is chairman.

Dr. Kissinger was born in Fuerth, Germany, on May 27, 1923, came to the United States in 1938, and was naturalised a United States citizen on June 19, 1943. He received the BA Degree Summa Cum Laude at Harvard College in 1950 and the MA and PhD Degrees at Harvard University in 1952 and 1954 respectively.

From 1954 until 1971 he was a member of the Faculty of Harvard University, both in the Department of Government and at the Center for International Affairs. He was Associate Director of the Center from 1957 to 1960. He served as Study Director, Nuclear Weapons and Foreign Policy, for the Council of Foreign Relations from 1955 to 1956; Director of the Special Studies Project for the Rockefeller Brothers Fund from 1956 to 1958; Director of the Harvard International Seminar from 1951 to 1971, and Director of the Harvard Defense Studies Program from 1958 to 1971. (He was on leave of absence from Harvard from January 1969 to January 1971).

Secretary Kissinger has written many books and articles on United States foreign policy, international affairs, and diplomatic history. Among the awards he has received are the Guggenheim Fellowship (1965-66), the Woodrow Wilson Prize for the best book in the fields of government, politics and international affairs (1958), the American Institute for Public Service Award (1973), the International Platform Association Theodore Roosevelt Award (1973), the Veterans of Foreign Wars Dwight D. Eisenhower Distinguished Service Medal (1973), the Hope Award for International Understanding (1973), the Presidentia1 Medal of Freedom (1977) and the Medal of Liberty (1986).

He has served as a consultant to the Department of State (1965-68), United States Arms Control and Disarmament Agency (1961-68), Rand Corporation (1961-68), National Security Council (1961-62), Weapons Systems Evaluation Group of the joint Chiefs of Staff (1959-60), Operations Coordinating Board (1955), Director of the Psychological Strategy Board (1952), Operations Research Office (1951), and Chairman of the National Bipartisan Commission on Central America (1983-84).

From 1943 to 1946 Dr. Kissinger served in the U.S. Army Counter-Intelligence Corps and from 1946 to 1949 was a captain in the Military Intelligence Reserve.

He married Ann Fleischer in 1949 and was divorced in 1964. There were two children, Elizabeth and David. In 1974 he married Nancy Maginnes.

 

Selected Bibliography
By Kissinger

Diplomacy. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1994. (A historical analysis of modern diplomacy including a defense of his policies during the Vietnam war.)

Nuclear Weapons and Foreign Policy. New York: Harper, 1957.

The White House Years. Boston: Little Brown, 1979. (Memoirs, covering November 1968-January 1973.)

A World Restored: Metternich, Castlereagh and the Problems of Peace 1812-22. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1957. (Kissinger's doctoral dissertation.)

Years of Upheaval. Boston: Little Brown, 1982. (Memoirs, covering January 1973 to the resignation of President Nixon.)

Other Sources

Hersh, Seymour M. The Price of Power: Kissinger in the Nixon White House. New York: Summit Books, 1983. (An indictment, based on extensive research.)

Isaacson, Walter. Kissinger. A Biography. London: Faber and Faber, 1992. (Critical, but balanced.)

Schulzinger, Robert D. Henry Kissinger: Doctor of Diplomacy. New York: Columbia Univresity Press, 1989. (Scholarly.)

From Nobel Lectures, Peace 1971-1980.

Henry Kissinger

The son of GermanJewish emigrants and Harvard professor determined 1969-1975 as a security advisor and 1973-1977 as a minister of foreign affairs considerably the US foreign policy under the president Richard Nixon and Gerald Ford. Heinz Alfred, called Henry, Kissinger represented a disputed policy of the strength opposite Viet Nam, which nevertheless made possible the completion of the conflict and to it the Nobel peace prize gave.
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	Henry Alfred Kissinger was born on 27 May 1923 in the Bavarian Fuerth as a son of GermanJewish parents.

Heinz Alfred buildup in his birth city, where he visited the school. When due to the National Socialist seizure of power by Adolf Hitler in January 1933 the pursuit of the Jewish population in Germany was intensified, it emigrierte 1938 with its parents Paula star and Ludwig Kissinger into the USA.

Kissinger visited the Highschool in New York town center. A little later it had to contribute by factory work to the maintenance of the family, why it changed now into the evening institute.

1943 received the US-American nationality to Kissinger. Subsequently, it served until 1946 in the Army, for which it was used into Germany.

After end of war Kissinger remained first in Europe, where it became active as a lecturer at the European COMMAND Intelligence School in upper bunting gau.

1947 returned Kissinger to the USA, in order to write itself to the Harvard University. it locked 1952 there with the master. Two years later it attained a doctorate to the Dr. phil.

1952-1969 led Kissinger at its university the summer university titulierte as Harvard internationally seminar. Here he already became acquainted with many foreign capacities, with which he should have to do later than external politicians.

1957 it was appointed 1962 as the lecturer, as the professor in Harvard, where it noticed a full training payment in kind until 1965.

The entrance Kissingers into one expressed political activity dates years from beginning of the 1960er. Under president John F Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson he was active until 1962 as advisors for the national security council and until 1967 as advisors in disarmament questions.

1965 it was appointed as an advisor into the State department, which had to argue with the situation in Viet Nam. In the following two years Kissinger visited several marks Viet Nam.

1969 raised president Richard Nixon the expert expert with regard to foreign policy to the director/conductor of the national security council. In this function, which he exercised until 1975, Kissinger turned before against the policy of the reconciliation and approximation opened by Kennedy and Johnson opposite the Soviet Union.

It contributed nevertheless as one of its first successes with regard to foreign policy to the conclusion of the SALT negotiations with the USSR, which flowed into the signing of the agreement by Nixon and Leonid Brezhnev into Moscow.

Kissinger had also portion of coming off the agreement over the four-power status of west Berlin, which was made on 3 September 1971 and substantially to the easement of the exchange and travel between both parts of the city contributed.

Kissinger had large influence also on the secretdiplomatic preparations, which led under the presidency Nixons to an approximation between the USA and the People's Republic of China.

In relation to the Viet Nam problem Kissinger sought to protect the interests of the USA with a policy of the military strength, which gave most criticism to him. It arrived nevertheless with Le Duc Tho 1973 at an armistice, which brought in both the Nobel peace prize and which departure of the American troops from Viet Nam introduced.

1973 ascended Kissinger to the minister of foreign affairs under Nixon. After its resignation due to the Watergate affair it was confirmed in this function for the entire term of office of the following Gerald Rudolph Ford 1974-1977.

Minister of foreign affairs tried Kissinger particularly in the Middle East conflict by one as "shuttles diplomacy" called intensive travel activity between the Arab and Israeli side to mediate. Thus it made the conclusion of the troop agreement on deconcentration among other things for 1974 possible.

After Kissinger had separated due to the defeat at the polls Ford 1977 from the office for Minister, he created 1982 the consulting firm "Kissinger Associates, Inc.", which provides analyses world-wide for governments and business enterprises.

1987 were distinguished Kissinger with the international Karl price of the city Aachen.

After pagings of 1989/90 in the former Eastern Bloc countries Kissinger for a maintenance of the transatlantic alliance systems between the USA and Europe, for a rapid reunification of Germany and a continuation of the European agreement made itself strong.

It announced itself also further by numerous publications to word. 2001 appeared its paper over "Does America Need A Foreign Policy?".

Henry Kissinger lives in New York town center and Washington D C.


Henry Alfred Kissinger

http://ccwf.cc.utexas.edu/~speech/biography.html
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	Henry Alfred Kissinger was born in Fuerth, Germany on May 27, 1923, and came to the United States where he was nationalized as a citizen on June 19, 1943. Kissinger went to Harvard College where he received his BA degree in 1950, and Harvard University where he graduated with MA and PhD degrees in 1952 and 1954, respectively.


Career

Kissinger was a member of the Harvard University faculty from 1954 until 1971, both in the Department of Government and the Center for International Affairs. Kissinger was also involved in varios government/politics related groups at Harvard, including serving as Director of the Harvard Defense Studies Program (1958-1971) and Study Director, Nuclear Weapons and Foreign Policy, for the Council of Foreign Relations (1955-1956). Clearly we see where much of his pre-US government experience was obtained. Kissinger was most prominently positioned as Director of the National Security Council during the Nixon Administration, and September 22, 1973 marks the date Kissinger became the 56th Secretary of State. 

Achievements

Along with six books, Kissinger is the author of over forty articles on United States foreign policy, international affairs, and diplomatic history, as well as receiving various awards, the most famous being the 1973 Nobel Peace prize for his involvement in the end fire in Vietnam and Cambodia ("Biography of Henry Kissinger" 1). 
Read a more complete summary of Kissinger's life here
Back to Kissinger Info
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