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DEDICATION,

My pear Lorp Favgvann,

I perIve much more pleasure in having the opportunity
of dedicating this Work to you, than, I am afraid, you
will feel at your seeing your name attached to a book,
containing many things in which I know you do not con-
our; and some that your friendship for me will cause you
to wish were expunged.

1 do not, by any means, desire to have it supposed, that
it has obtained your sanction, as a Colonial Governor, for
you have never seen the manuscript, nor have I had the
advantage of your valuable advice and experience during
its progress.

My reason for inseribing it to you, though two-fold, is
altogether personal. First—It will recall to your mind
an old friend, who has spent many happy hours in your
society, and partaken largely of your kindness and hos-
pitality, in time by-gone, when we discoursed de omnibus
rebus et quibusdam alits. Those days can never be re-
called, or renewed ; but memory would indeed be a source
of unmitigated pain, if it only reflected the dark shades,
and not the sunny spots of life. This book will show
you, that my political views are unchanged. I should be
‘ashamed of myself, if a dedication were necessary to prove
that my affection is also unaltered. Secondly—I know
of no one so conversant with the subject as yourself. I
never had a very exalted opinion of what is called * Re-
sponsible Government,” knowing that the term was an
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indefinite one, and that an interpretation had been put
upon it by many pegple, that made it almost amount to
sovereignty.

To you was intrusted the dahcate and difficult task of
introducing it into Nova Scotia. Of the independence,
judgment, moderation, and manliness, with which this
delegated duty was exeouted, I say nothing, because in
all ages, and in all countries, there have been others, be-
side your Lordship, who could justly lay claim to these
qualities. But one thing is most-certain, that the late
Lord Metoalf and yourself were the only two men, either
in the Cabinet or the Colonies, who understood the prao
tical operation of the system; for while you conceded t
the provincial Assembly, the entire control of its local
affairs, you maintained your own position as the Queen’s
representative, asserted your rights, as an independent
branch of the Legislatare, and at the same time upheld
the Royal Prerogative. Those Governors wherever situ-
ated, who have put a wider and more extended interpreta-
tion on the term than yourself, have become mere ciphers;
while those, who may wish to follow your example, will
find, that unwise concessions have rendered the task both
hopeless and thankless.

" Wb quivis 5
Speret idem, sudet multum, rastraque hbom.”

I am, my dear Lord Falkland,
Very sinéerely and affectionately,
Yours, always,

Tre AvrsOR.

Nova Sgotia, March 31, 1851.
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CHAPTER L

Introduction—Objects and Utility of the Work—No connected Political
of the Colonies to be found—Popular Error as to the Origin of the American
Republio—One established at Plymouth in 1620, and another in Massacha-
setts in 1629, which subsisted for more than fity Years—Democracy the
result both of Design and Necessity—Notice of the early Bettlers.

TrE early settlements made by the English in America were
effected either by individual speculators or associated companies.
They were in general situated at a distance from each other,
having at first little or no connection, either political, social, or
commercial among themselves, and deriving but trifling assist-
ance, and less protection, from the mother country. They grew
up into powerful colonies, in neglect and obscurity, with a rapid-
ity and vigor that astonished Europe. They were without pre-
cedent in the previous annals of England, apd the political
agitation of the public mind in the presept state, unhappily
afforded no opportunity for establishing their relatipn on a proper
foundation, or arranging a consistent and uniform plan for their
government. The accounts we have of them, thergfore, are de-
tached, and their interest is destroyed for wpnt of continuity.
Every plantation has had its annalist, but the narratives are too
local, too minute, and too similar in their details to be either
interesting or instructive. No attemypt has been made to sep-
arate the political from the proyincial, and the general from the
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individual and petty personal history. This, doubtless, is the
reason why go little is known of the old colonies previous to the
independence, and so litile benefit has accrued from past experi-
ence, either to Great Britain or her dependencies.

A connected sketch of English “ rule and misrule in America,”
it is hoped, may, to a certain extent, supply the deficiency, while
it will correct some popular errors on the subject, and furnish
valuable material for reflection, not only to those statesmen to
whom our destinies are intrusted, but to those restless politicians
who’imagine a republican form of government suitable to the
inhabitants of every country in the world.

Warned by past failures, the former may learn, ere it be too .
late, to abstain from making experiments which have long since
been tried and condemned; to supply deficiencies which have
heretofore cost the nation so dearly, to correct abuses arising from
inconsiderate concessions, and to cherish and foster those estab-
lishments which in every stage of colonization have been the
nurseries of loyalty to the monarch, and attachment to the na-
tion. It will at least convince them that to substitute democratic
for monarchical institutions is not the safest or best mode of re-
taining colonies, or enlisting the sympathy of their inhabitants.

The latter class (revolutionists) are numerous every where.
Astonished and dazzled at the extraordinary success that has
attended the great American experiment, they merely regard the
result, without stopping to investigate the cause, and hastily
conclude that that which has worked so well in the United
States, and produced so much general prosperity and individual
good, is equally applicable to, or attainable by every other people.
This is a great and fatal error. A government must not only be
suited to the population, but to the country for which it is de-
signed ; and the moral and social condition of the one, and the
size, the climate, and political and relative position of the other,
are of the utmost importance to be thoroughly understood, and
maturely considered.

Thus a constitutional monarchy has proved inadequate in
Spain to conoiliate the aflections or restrain the turbulence of the
people. Responsible government in Canada has failed in its
object, because it is incompatible with imperial control and
colonial dependence, is ynsuited to the poverty, ignorance, and
inactivity of the French Habitants, and the predilections and
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prejudices of the English emigrants, and because it wants cor-
relative and congenial institutions, and is deficient in federal
strength and central gravitation. Royalty could not be accli-
mated in the United States, though the experiment were to be
tried by a vote of a large majority. It is contrary to the genius
of the people, their habits, institutions, and feelings. For these
and other reasons, self-government has signally failed in all the
republics of the southern hemisphere, though the constitution and
example of the United States have been followed as closely as
possible. Democracy has at present a feverish and delirious ex-
istence in France. It was not the deliberate choice of the na-
tion, but the result of an insurrection. It offered a temporary
ghelter amid the storms of civil commotion, and was adopted as
a harbor of refuge. How long will its neutral character be
respected by the irreconcilable parties that distract that unhappy
nation ?

My desire is, among other objects of this work, to show where
and by whom republicanism was introduced into this continent,
what its foundations are, how they were laid, and what provision
has been made for its support and continuance. Having given a
narrative of its origin, growth, and maturity, which can alone be
compiled from provincial annals, I shall endeavor to explain
briefly the complicated mechanism and simple action of the
American federal constitution, and the balances and checks that
have been so skillfully contrived by the great statesmen who
constructed it ; and also to point out the wonderful combination
of accidental causes that contributed to its success, and the
ability, unity, energy, and practical skill of the people, who work
the machine and keep it in order and repair. The question has
often been asked why may not this form of government be copied
and adopted in England or France? The answer is to be found
in every part of this history. It will be necessary most carefully
to ascertain whether those things which have tended to its sue-
cess in America exist, or can by any possibility be created in
Europe. Its development must be traced step by step, day by
day, from one event to another, and one: generation and institu-
tion to another. Due weight must be attached to the congider-
ation who and what the people were who founded it, and who
and what they are who now live under it, as well as the time
and the place selected for the experiment.



16 THE ENGLIEBH IN AMERICA.

‘We must then judge whether all these circumstances, or the
greater part of them, were indispensably necessary to success, and,
if so, whether there is any thing analogous in Europe. I shall
furnish the facts: let others build their own theories. * I enter
into no speculations, and, above all, effer no opinions as to the
durability of this great republic of the western world, or how it
will work when the population shall be- pmporuonally as large
as that of Europe. 1 simply portray it as it is.

Most men believe that the American Republic took its rise in
a successful resistance of the provincials to an attempt on the
part of Great Britain, in a parliament in which they were not
represented, to tax them without their cousent, and that resist-
ance led. to a revolution, in which they asserted their independ-
ence, and finally: obtained it in the year 1783.

This is a very natural mistake for those persons to fall into
who are not acquainted with their early history, but a republic
de facto was firet formed at Plymouth, in New England, in 1620,
and another far more extensive and flourishing one was erected
in Maseachusetts, in the years 1628 and 1629, both which sub-
gisted in full force for a period of more than fifty years, without
submitting to the power, or scknowledgmg the authority of the
Parent State. -

These independent communities founded the institutions, and
disseminated the democratic opinions that were subsequently
adopted by the continental provinces. The former are, with
some small modifications, such as are in existence there at the
present day, and the latter are identical with the views of their
descendants. The reason that so little is known of the occur-
- rences of this period I have already assigned, but they are essen-
tial elements in forming any just estimate of subsequent events,
or an accurate opinion of transatlantic affairs. 'With these com-
monwealths our narrative must necessarily commence. I shall
omit every thing that does not either develop the character or
principles of the people, or elucidate the views they entertained
of their own supremacy, and their right to the soil, and govern-
ment of the country of their adoption. I shall pass over also the
earlier settlement at Plymouth with only a brief reference, as
well on account of the greater growth and importance of Massa-
chusetts, and the influence it always exerted orr the neighboring
plantations, as to preserve the narrative entire.
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At the end of half a century these two republics were rendered
nominally subordinate to the empire, but remained practically
independent, retaining their own self-government, resisting the
encroachments of the prerogative, zealously avoiding all acknowl-
edginent of parental control, either in external matters of trade,
or internal affairs of legislation or police, until they felt strong
enough,-in conjunction with the contiguous colonies, to sever all
ocennection whatever with Great Britain. It is a curious and
instructive history, and well worthy of the attentive consideration
of those who feel inclined to imitate, and imagine they are able
to follow the example. They will be struck with the important
fact that they commenced with small and isolated communities,
having one common object in view, and possessing the means,.
the unity of political and religious opinions, and the mutual confi-
dence and sympathy necessary to effect their purpose. There
was nothing to pull down or remove, no privileged orders to
reduce, no sexfs to raise to a level with themselves, no pre-exist-
ing form of government to eradicate, no contending factions or
intriguing leaders to subdue, and no populace to conciliate or
control. The scene was a forest, and the actors intelligent and
resolute men, drawn from the middle and not the lower orders of
society, emigrants from a country having liberal institutions and
a code of laws well calculated to secure and promote the liberty
of the subject. They were beyond the reach and the observation
of the Parent State, and were left unaided and unmolested- to
put their theories into practice. *The structure of the govern-
ment thus adopted was simple, and suited to the engmmwa and
equality of their situation.

The civil divisions of the country, which became necessary
from time to time, in cousequence of their extended growth, and
the internal management of their local affairs, corresponded with
that of the first settlements, and were adopted not merely be-
cause they were democratic, but because they were best suited to
their conditions, and in unison with their preconcerted object.
One little village and neighborhood gave rise to another little
village and neighborhood, and one distant settlement to another,
until the country became populous, and the people too extended
and numerous to meet together in eouncil.

Delegated power then became indispensable, and a legislature
arose, in imitation of and analogous to that of England. Then
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came the necessity of establishing institutions, suitable not merely
for & community but for a number of communities, not for the
present generation but for posterity. For this task they were
admirably well qualified. They were perfectly acquainted with:
those of the Parent State, under which they had been early
traned, and had tested the modified forms they had temporarily
adopted themselves on landing in the country. 'With this double
experience, they were relieved from the difficulty of invention
and much of* the danger of innovation. They came to the con-
sideration of these subjects with minds free from all excitement.
They had obtained no victory, and were not flushed with tri-
umph. They had no opposition,” and were not obstinate. The
civil power was in their own hands, they could delegate as
little or as much as they thought expedient to an executive.
Authority was not demanded, it was conceded. Every indi-
vidual had a strong 'personal interest. It depended solely upon
himself and his own conduct whether he should administer the
law or should silently submit to its operation. '

Every measnre to be adopted was an act of the whole body
and not a party. Is it then to be wondered at, that with this
experience they reasoned well, and decided wisely ?

When we consider that all this oceurred -more than two
hundred and thirty years ago, before civilization’had made such
mighty strides as it has in modern times, and that the people
who then deliberated on the difficult problems of government and
jurisprudence, though men of strong intellect and good parts,
nevertheless labored under the great disadvantage of having their
tempers soured, and their understanding clouded by fanaticism
and bigotry, we are struck with astonishment at the knowledge
and consummate ekill they displayed in laying the foundations of
their political fabric; and il their system' of jurisprudence was"
imperfect, it is still infinitely better than could have been ex-
pected from persons of their peculiar religious belief. )

"It is in the annals of these two first Republics of New En-
gland that we must trace the origin and history of almost every
institution now existing in the United States, the rise and pro-
gress of American opinions of federal union with the neighboring
sovereignties, of a separate jurisdiction and of a central congress.
At the period of the Revolution, much doubtless was added by
the great statesmen of the day, beyond what existed in the olden
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time, but those additions were less conspicuous for their novelty
and originality (for there was little new in them) than the won-
derful skill exhibited in their adaptation to the then existing
state of things, o as to preserve harmony and unity of action.

To ascribe to Washington, Franklin, Jefferson, or Adams, and
their contemporaries, the whole merit of the invention and crea-
tion of that wonderful republic, would be to rob the early planters
of Massachusetts of their well-earned laurels. There are enough
for both, let us appropriate them to their respective owners; and
in so doing let us not forget to mention those circumstances, and
they were many and most important, which were purely acci-
dental, the mere offipring of chance, a work of the hand of
Providence. - :



CHAPTER IL

The Beformation—Different Conduct of the Protestants and Church of Englind
—Religious Differences lead to the Bettlement of North America—Division
of the Country into Soath and North Virginia—The latter explored by Cap-
tain Bmith, and called New England—Delusive Description of it—Distinction
between the Nonconformists of Leyden who settled New Plymouth, and
those who founded M. husetts—A of Brown, bhis Principles, and
Recantations—The Brownists petition for Toleration and are refused—Ob-
tain s Charter in South Virginia—Bettle at New Plymouth by Mistake—Enter
into a Compact for Belf-Government—First American Democracy—8tase of
it at the Knd of six Years. )

AT the Reformation, the sudden disruption of Papal aunthority
naturally occasioned those who had hitherto been accustomed to
travel in one common road o wander, when released, in various
directions. 'What part of Romanism was true, and what false,
what to be retained or rejected, added or substituted, opened a
wide field for speculation and controversy. It is not to be won-
dered at, if men who had long ceased to think on such matters
fot themselves, found prejudice easier than reason, and thought
their only safety consisted in getting as far away from the creeds,
forms, and practices of Popery as possible, and mistook in their
flight obstma.cy for conscience, and snbm)mon to authority for a
compromise of principle.

In consequence of the celebrated Germanic protest, all those
both on the Continent and in Britain, who dissented from Popery
(although distinguished from each other by some peculiar name,
derived from their teachers or their creeds), assumed the general
appellation of Protestants. While they made war on the cere-
monies of Rome, they retained her bigotry, and though they
denied the power of dispensation to the Pope, they found no dif-
ficulty in absolving themselves from the obligation of their oaths
of allegiance to their sovereign. They clamored, and suffered or
fought for the exercise of private judgment and liberty of con-
science. This they all united in demanding to its fullest extent;
and the singular interpretation they gave these terms is a re-
markable instance of unanimity among & people who differed on
almost every other subject. Each scct claimed exemption from
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" persecution for itself, because it sincerely delicved what it professed ;
but the right to persecute others it by no means renounced, be-
cause it knew its opponents to be wrong.

The Church of England, on the contrary, wh:ch had enjoyed
its apostolic succession, its orders of priesthood, and its spiritual
independence in all its primitive purity for six hundred years be-
fore the aggression of the Roman Pontiff, very properly retained
its own original name, to which no other body of Christians had
any title whatever.® She threw off the domination she had
been too feeble to resist, and the superstitions and human inven-
tions that had been forced upon her, compiled her Liturgy, and
settled her doctrine and ceremonies as nearly as possible in ac-
cordance with those she had held in those centuries that preceded
the usurpation of Popery. In some or in all of these, furious
zealots affected to think they. discerned too great a resemblance
still subsisting between the two churches, and stigmatized the
Prayer-book as antichristian, the surplice as a rag of Babylon,
and the Holy Communion as the Mass in English. These Prot-
estants of various shades of opinion were khown in Britain under
the general name of Puritans, and as schism in spiritual things
naturally leads to temporal disobedience, they were very soon re--
garded (with what truth their subsequent history discloses but
too painfully) as disaﬂ"ected subjects, and treated alternately with
suspicion or severity.” To this state of things may be attributed
in a great degree the settlement of New England.

Individual enterprise had hitherto been found unequal to the
task. Mines of gold and silver constituted the main inducement,
in the first instance, to explore the country. When the search
for the precious metals was relaxed or abandoned, attention was
directed to the fur-trade and the fisheries, from which great
wealth was derived. But the settlement of the country was a
slow and expensive operation, not likely to yield an immediate
return, and liable to be frustrated by a variety of circumstances.

One hundred and twenty years had elapsed since the discov-
eries of Cabot, and every attempt at colonization had failed. Com-
bination, therefore, was resorted to, that success might be insured

» AD 1689. The Upper Eousa of Convocation sent dowu n ln!l to the
Lower House, where the English Church was d taut
Church.” The Lower House expnngod the word * Protestant,” deehrmg they
were pot ih unison with Protestants.
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by a union of means and an increase of the number of adventur-
ers. James the First, who was anxious to enlarge the limits of
his dominions, divided all that portion of the Continent that
stretches from the 34th to the 45th degree of latitude into two
immense’ provinces, of nearly equal size, and denominated them
Southern and Nerthern Virginia. The first he granted to an
association- called the London Company, and the second to &
number of persons of influence and property known as the Ply-
mouth Company. The supreme government of the colonies that
weratobewtﬂedmtbuupwmmdommwuordomd to be
vested in a counoil résident in England, and the subordinate juris-
diction was committed to local boards. The northern portion,
which was surveyed in 1614, by Captain Smith, was named by
him New England, and it is to a part of this country-only that I
shall have occasion to refer, at any length. To allure settlers,
the climate and soil were extolled as consisting of a sort of terres-
trial paradise, not merely capable of producing all the nebessaries
and’ conveniences of life, but as already richly furnished by the
beautiful hand of nature! The air was said to be pure and
salubrious, the country pleasant and delightful, full of goodly
forests, fair valleys, and fertile plains, abounding in vines, chest-
nuts, walnuts, and many other kinds of fruit.* The rivers stored
with fish and environed with extensive meadows full of timber
trees. In the rear of this wonderful coast, and at about the dis-
tance of one hundred miles, it was said “there was a vast lake
oontaining four islands, having great store of stags, fallow deer,
elks, roebucks, beavers and other game, and offering the most
delightful situation in the world ‘for a residence.” Whatever
this interminable forest might contain, it was certain that the
sea that washed its shores was filled with fish, and numerous and
valuable cargoes were constantly arriving to silence the doubts
and awaken the enterprise of the mercantile community. The
distracted and unsettled state of men’s minds on the subject of
religion led many enthusiasts fo think of the ocountry as an
asylum, who gladly entered into an enterprise that offered at
onee the prospect of gain and an exemption from ecclesiastical
control. Accordingly, two considerable parties of fanatical ad-
venturers: migrated thither—the Separatists of Leydem called
Brownists, and English Nonconformists. The former settled at
Plymouth, and the latter at Massachusetts Bay.
' * Bee Belknap's * Life of Ferdinando Georges.
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The means, character, and station of these two were widely
different, and though they are often considered as one people, and
erroneously spoken of under the general name of Pilgrims, it is
necessary to bear this distinction in mind. The first are repre-
sented as men of great zeal but of little knowledge. Many of
the others were gentlemen and scholars, whose humility was not
the result of their poverty but their pride. The one had already
separated from. their Church and quitted their native country be-
fore they came to America. The others having more to lose, for
they were men of Do inconsiderable fortune, were less frank in
avowing their opinions and less precipitate in their conduct, and
outwardly conformed to the ceremonies of the Established Church
until their embarkation. They had not assumed the name of
Puritans themselves, nor was it applied to them by others. Their
dissent, as well as their real object in emigrating,® was so well
concealed from their co-partners in trade in England, and from
the King's government, that they were not only not suspected of
schism, but acitally intrusted with the duty and enjoined as a
condition of their charter to spread the Gospel.

The Separatists of Leyden, on the contrary, were well-known
Dissenters, who had fled to Holland to avoid the penalties of the
law. They were followers of the celebrated Brown, from whom
they derived their name. This enthusiast was a man of quality,
connected with several noble families ; and the defection of such
a person is always hailed with delight by the vulgar, as an evi-
dence of great manliness on the one hand, and as a useful instru-
ment of mischief .on the other. Though- many others were
equally audacious, and far more eloquent and learned, their names
have not survived their own generation. To his station alone is he
indebted for the remembrance of his guilty secession. He aspired
and attained to the honor of founding a sect. It was a period
when every absurdity found an admirer, but he was determined
1o go as far as possible, and reached a point beyond which was
the precipice that overhangs infidelity. He condemned the gov-
ernment of bishops, the ordination of ministers, and the offices,
rites, and ceremonies of the public Liturgy. He maintained that
the Church of England was neither lawful nor true, and that all

* Bo habitual was their reserve to the English partners, and so effectually did
they concenl or disguise their opinions, that at the very time they were plotting
the downfall and death of Laud, that prelate assured the King that several
bishops, of very extensive dioceses, bad reported to him thers was not a single
Dissenter te ba found within their jurisdiction.
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Christians were bound to come.out of Babylon and join him and
his disciples, among whom there was nothing to be found that
savored not directly of the Spirit of God.®* Having seduced
those infatiated people from their Church, and caused them to
fly from their native land, his success satisfied his ambition, and
his enthusiasm expired for want of novelty. What was the
astonisiment of his deluded followers, when they heard that he
had recanted his errors, submitted to his bishops, and rejoined
the establishment. They then began to observe, what they had
either not noticed before or had' disregarded as unimportant, that
he had a wife with whom he never. lived, a church in which he
never preached, thongh paid for the duties, and a congregation
whom he neglected though he did not omit to collect and receive
his tithes. Revenge quickens the senses, and magnifies every
object it beholds. They were astonished at such enormities, and
regarded their idol rather as a demon than a saint. They imme-
diately disowned his name, spurned the appellation of Brownists,
and called themselves Congregationalists. Their situation at
Leyden had become uncomfortable for them, and they were ap-
prehensive they should be absorbed in a foreign population.
Their means also were greatly reduced, and they saw no mode
by which they could be recruited. They sensibly felt the effects
on iheir zeal of the neglect or indifference of the Dutch.

So long as they were opposed or pnmahed in England, it was
easy for their leaders to feed the flame of thelr sectarian ardor by
appealing to their passions as men, and they derived a secret
satisfaction in plotting the ruin of their rulers, both in State and
Church, and in retaliating upon them the injuries, whether real
or imaginary, they suffered at their hands. The moment the
union for common defense was dissolved by repose, one great in-
centive to fanaticism was destroyed. Their vanity was no longer
flattered by the sympathy of a erowd who had regarded them as
martyrs ; and their learning was not such as to attract the ap-
plause or even the notice of continental scholars. In this state
of depression they turned their eyel toward America, and sending
agents o England, they applied to the Virginia Company for-a
patent of part of their territory, saying * they were well weaned
from the delicate milk of their mother country, and inured o the
difficulties of a strange land.” They assured them they were
knit together by a strict and sacred band, by virtue of which

* Faller,
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they held themselves bound to take care of the good of each
other, and of the whole ; and that it was not with them as with
other men whom ‘small things could discourage, or small discon-
. tents cause to wish themselves at home again. Though their

agents found the company very desirous of promoting the pro-
jected settlement in their territory, and willing to grant them a
patent with as ample privileges as it was in their power to con-
vey, they could not prevail upon the king to give them a public
toleration for their dissent, and they returned greatly duooueerted
to their sorrowing friends.

The following year they determined to take their chance for
toleration, judging very wisely that distance was a sufficient
guarantee for their safety, and accepted-the patent without press-
ing their petition to the king for his protection. It was there-
fore agreed that a portion of them should proceed to America,
and make preparations for the reception of the rest. The part-
ing scene is described as an affecting one. 'Their clergyman, Mr.
Robinson, was a pious and exemplary man, and hie correspond-
ence with this little body of pioneers shows how much the causes
to which I have alluded had sofiened the feelings and lowered
© the extravagant language to which they had been acoustomed.
These letters, which are still extant, do equal honor to his head
and heart. His last words of advice to his departing flock prove
how deeply he was mortified by the desertion of their leader, and
how much opprobrium and ridicule must have attached to
them, arising from his return to the Established Church, and his
conforming to its doctrines and discipline. * I must advise you,”
he said, *“ to abandon, avoid, and shake off the name of Brown-
ists : it is a mere nickname and a brand for making religion and
the professors of it odious to the Christian world.” Several of
their number now sold their estates and made a common bank,
which, together with money received from other adventurers who
entered into the joint stock speculation, enabled them to emigrate
and commence-a plantation in due form. On the 10th day of
November, 1620, the Leyden adventurers anchored in America,
and, late in December, having found a convenient harbor and a
suitable spot for settlement, landed and commenced building a
village which, in token of their gratitude for the hospitality ex-
tended to them by their friends at the last port of embarkation,
they called Plymouth.

B
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Finding this place to be beyond the limits of the Virginia com-
pany, they perceived at once that their patent was useless ; symp-
toms of faction, at the same time appearing among the servants on
board, who imagined that when on shore they should be under no
government, it was judged expedient that before landing they should
form themselves into a body politic, to be governed by the major-
ity. After solemn prayer and thanksgiving, a written instrument
was drawn up for that purpose, ard subscribed on board the ship
on the 11th of November, 1620. This contract was signed by
forty-one of the emigrants who, with their families, amounted to
one hundred and one persons. This singular document is as fol-
lows:—*In the name of God. Amen. We, whose names are
undersigned, the loyal subjects of onr Sovereign Lord King James,
&e., &c., having undertaken, for the glory of God and advance-
ment of the Christian faith and honor of our King and country, a
voyage to plant the first colony in the northern part of Virginia,
do, by these presents, solemnly and mutually in the presence of
God and one another, covenant and combine ourselves together
into a civil body politic for our better ordering and preservation,
and furtherance of the ends aforesaid, and by virtue hereof do
enact, constitute, and frame such just and equal laws, ordinances,
acts, constitutions, and offices, from time to time, as shall be
thought most meet and convenient for the general good of the
colony, unto which we promise all due submission and obedience.”
They then proceeded to elect a Governor and choose subordinate
officers. Thus did these people find means to erect themselves
irito a republic, even though they had commenced the enterprise
under the sanction of & charter. ‘

In the true spirit of separatists they founded their Cnmmonwea.lth
in disobedience or defiance of royal authority, for they were ex-
pressly denied a guarantee for the toleration of Sectarianism, and
they coramenced their plantation at a place which they knew be-
longed either to the king or another company. It was a self-
created independent democratic government. The office of gov-
ernor was annual and elective, but their pastor at Leyden very
prudently advised them, as their number was so small, to intrust
the whole power at first to that functionary, until they were
populous enough to add a council and constitute a legislature,
guaintly observing: “that one Nehemiah was better than a
whole Sanhedrim of mercenary Shemiahs.” Their patent gave
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a title to the soil, but prerogatives of government according to the
ideas of the English lawyers could only be exercised under a charter
from the crown. A considerable sum was spent in the endeavor
to obtain such a charter, but without success. Relying, however,
upon their original compact, the colonists gradually assumeéd all
the prerogatiyes of government, even the power, after some hesita-
tion, of capital punishment. No less than eight offenses are enu-
merated in jhe first Plymouth Code as punishable with death, in-
cluding treason or rebellion against the colony, and * soleran com-
paction or conversing with the devil” Trial by j jury was early
introduced, but the penalties to be inflicted on minor offenses
remained for the most part discretionary. For eighteen years
all laws were enacted in a general assembly of all the colonists,
The governor, chosen annually, was but president of a couneil, in
which he had a double vote. It consisted first of one, then of
five, and finally of seyen members called assistants. So little
were political honors coveted at New Plymouth, that it became
necessary to inflict a fine upon such as, being chosen, declined to
accept the office of governor or assistant. None, however, were
obliged to serve for two years in succession.®

They were often not only destitute of money, but &qually de-
void of credit : for in 1686 having occasion to borrow one hundred
and fifty pounds, the risk was considered so great that they could
only procure it at the enormous interest of fifty per cent. Nor
did the town flourish as was expected -from one erected in a
country like Canaan. ~ At the end of four years, one hundred and
eighty persons inhabited a village composed of thirty-two dwell-
ing-houses where there * strayed some cattle and goats, but many
swine and poultry.” This was doubtless owing to the uninviting
character of the country, and the repulsive austerity of manners
of the first settlers ; but more than all, to the mistaken policy of
holding their property, not in severalty, but as joint stock. Their
poverty, however, proved their best security, by procuring for
them a contemptuous neglect, that left them the uninterrupted
enjoyment of their little democmtm commonwealth until 1692,
when it was absorbed by the second charter of Massachusettl,
which annexed it to that populous and flourishing province.

* Hildreth.



CHAPTER IIL

Inducements to settle Massachusetts—Puritans prevail upon the King to give
them a Charter, under the Idea that they were Charck Some A of
it—Endicott settles Balem—Disturbs Morton, cuts down May-pole, and calls
the Place Mount Dragon—Founds a Charch on Congregational Principles—
Arrests and transports Episcopalians—Intrigue for removing the Charter to
America and Discussion thereon—HReasoning of the Emigrants on the Subject
of Allegiance—Removing of Charter—Large Immigrations—Cost of Outfit—
Address to the Clergy of England—Character of the Puritans.

THE settlement at Plymouth, and the exaggerated accounts of
1ts condition and prospects spread by the emigrants, to induce
others to join them, attracted universal attention. Puritanism
had not then assuined a distinct form, although its ramifications
were widely spread beneath the surface. It was not deemed
safe by that party openly to connect themselves with people, ‘who
had commenced their settlement without a title, and were avow-
edly separated from the Church. It was left, therefore, to its
natural increase, and to unconnected and individual emigration.
But the leaders of this discontented party saw that something of
the kind could be effected upon a large scale, if their real inten-
tions were properly masked in the first instance. There were at
that time three objects that occupied men’s minds in connection
with emigration.  First, to avoid ecclesiastical control ; secondly,
to spread the gospel among the savages; and thirdly, to aid and
further commercial pursuits. Each had its advocates, and for
each, men were willing to advance the requisite funds, and incur
the inevitable risk. The most able, artful, persevering, and in-
fluential of these parties ' were the Puritans. Calling themselves
churchmen, they eulogized the liberality, and encouraged the
ardor of those who, in attempting to employ a trading company
to convert the heathen, exhibited more zeal than knowledge. To
those who were inclined to seek their fortunes in the New World
as husbandmen, they praised the soil, extolled the climate, and
dwelt on the advantage of living in a country exempt from taxes,
in the capacity of proprietors, and not as tenants. To merchants
who regard trapping beavers with more interest than taming sav-
ages, it was only necessary to mention the advantage navigation
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would derive from a port in a distant land, where provisions could
be procured and ships repaired, or laid up in safety in winter.

It was one of the best vailed, deepest laid, and most skillfully
executed schemes to be met with in history. After these three
parties were engaged in the work, and had pledged their funds to
forward the undertaking, they purchased from the Council of

_ Plymouth all the territory extending from three miles north of the
river Merrimack, to three miles south of Charles River, and in
breadth from the Atlantic to the Southern Ocean. Their legal
advisers, however, expressed some doubts as to the propriety of
founding a colony on the basis of a grant from a private company
of patentees, who might convey a right of property in the soil,
but could not confer the jurisdiction or privilege of governing that
society, which they contemplated to establish. As it was only
from royal authority such powers could be derived, it became
necessary for them to lose no time in making their application to
the king: But how was he to be won over and cajoled? They
were aware that he was open to flattery, but they knew also that
he was suspicious of Low Churchmen, whom he very justly consid-
ered as little better than Dissenters ; that he was surrounded by
able counselors, and alive to his own interest and that of the
State. The task was a difficult one, but as its success was in-
dispensable to their future objects, they approached it with the
firmness and courage of determined men. With the most un-
blushing effrontery they spoke to him of their dear Mother Church
in terms of great affection and regard, enlarged upon his duty to
christianize the heathen, who all over the world were falling a
prey to the Jesuits, while discontented Protestants were quarrel-
ing about small matters of forms. They descanted with great
apparent eincerity upon the danger of leaving the Continent open
to other nations to intrude upon, and portrayed in glowing terms
the vast advantages that would accrue to his Majesty’s treasury
from an increase of commerce. The king wasdelighted to find that
the doubts he had entertained of the loyalty and orthodoxy of some

“of the company were groundless, and the offer to extend the limits
of his dominions, to plant his Church in America, and, by stimu-
lating commerce, to add to his revenue (which was very inade-
quate to his wants), was too agreeable to be refused. A charter
of confirmdtion was, therefore, granted to his loving subjects,
dated 4th March, 1628.



30 THE ENGLISBH IN AMERICA.

By this patent the company was incorporated by the name of
“The Governor and-Company of Massachusetts Bay, in New
England,” to have perpetual succession, to choose a Governor,
Deputy Governor, and eighteen assistants, on the last Wednesday
in Easter Term yearly, and to make laws, not repugnant to those
of England, “ whereby,” to use the words of the king in the pa-
tent, “our said people inhabiting there may be so religiously,
peaceably, and civilly governed, as their good life and orderly con-
versation may win and invite the natives of that country to the
knowledge and obedience of the only true God and Saviour of
mankind and the Christian faith, which, in our royal intention,
and the adventurers’ free profession, is the principal end of this
plantation.” The governor and assistants were required to ad-
minister the oaths of supremacy and allegiance to all persons who
from time to time should go thither. As a compensation for the
great outlay which they would necessarily incur in g0 onerous an
undertaking, they were exempted from all taxes and subsidies for
seven years within the colony, and from custom duties in En-
gland for the space of twenty years. .

While these negotiations were going on, the company dmps.tch-
ed a small party under Endicott, an active and zealous agent,
but an imprudent and violent man, to select a place for settle-
ment. The part he made choice of was known by the natives as
Hanekeag, which, according to the affectation of his sect, to employ
the language and appellations of Scripture in the common affairs
of life, he called Salem. He was particularly cautioned not to com-
mit any rash act at that juncture, as it was the intention as well
as the interest of the association, *to keep an obsequions eye to
the State;” his first measure, however, was an illegal invasion
of a neighboring plantation. A man of the name of Morton resided
not far off, on lands held under a patent from the same Great
Plymouth Company, from which they themselves derived their
title. This place, in a most godless manner, he ventured to call
* Merry Mount,” and decorated it with a may-pole, the firt real
“liberty staff” ever erected in New Englaud. Such a scandal
in the eyes of this rueful agent justified invasion. He and his
party proceeded thither, removed the abomination, and threatened
to disperse the people whose profaneness shocked his own asso-
ciates, and set a dangerous example to the savages. To testify his
horror at their impiety, he named their abode * Mount Dragon.”
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Among thoae who soon after joined Endicott, were two gen-
tlemen of the name of Brown, men of large property, original
patentees, and of most unexceptionable conduct. Duped by the
professions of the Puritans, who called themselves Episcopalians,
who spoke of the Church as * Their dear Mother,” who avowed
their motives to be the advancement of religion, and had accept-
ed the charter on condition of taking the oaths of supremacy and
allegiance, they never for a moment supposed they could be the
victims of treachery. They were appointed councilors to Endi-
cott, who had been advanced to the rank of governor, and were
especially recommended to his *favor and furtherance.” They
had sincerely at heart one of the main objecis of the moclatlon,
and the only one that had induced them to take any interest in
the company, the evangelizing the heathen. To their horror
they soon found they had been entrapped into a sectarian league,
in which it was difficult at that time to say whether trade or
puritanism was most predominant. But it was manifest to them
that instead of there existing any intention in the local board to
spread the Gospel, their object was to confine it within the small-
est possible limits, as in their opinion a chosen people, like them-
gelves, were the best depository for that which was designed
rather for the elect, than for mankind.

The governor had been advised by the separatists at Plymouth,
to loze no time in organizing a Church, and accordingly a confes-
sion of faith was drawn up, and signed by him and his party.
In this first transaction, they displayed the extent of the innova-
tion at which they aimed. They elected a pastor, a teacher,
and an elder, whom they set apart for their- respective offices by
imposition of hands of the brethren; and they resolved that no
person should thereafter be received into communion, until he
gave satisfaction to the society with respect to his faith and
sanctity. The form of worship they instituted was without a
liturgy, disencumbered of every superfluous ceremony, and re-
duced to the most extreme standard of Calvinistic simplicity.
The Browns, however, and their friends met as usual on Sunday,
and read the service and offices for the day from the Prayer-book.
For this offense they were summoned fo appear before the gov-
ernor, and answer for their contumelious conduct, and heretical
dootrine. At the time appointed they expostulated with their -
bigoted and arbitrary ruler. They told him they were Episco-
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paluma (as they had believed, when they entered into the asso-
ciation, every other member was); that they thought so wide a
departure from the charter and their oaths, as exhibited by the
covenant which they had so recently executed, would lead to the
lowest forms of dissent, and eventually terminate in the loss of
their patent. At all events, they said, to belong to the National
Church was not a criminal act in any part of ‘the king's do-
_ minions ; that their charter reserved to them all the rights of

British subjects, and above all, expressly forbade I.hem from
making any law repugnant to those of England.

They were given to understand in very violent language, that
they were not in Europe, but in America, and that though they
might be right as to its not being illegal to profess the doctrine
of the establishment, yet creating divisions (which separation did)
was a serious offense, and very dangerous in its tendency. They
were accordingly sentenced to close confinement, and to be trans-
ported back to London by the first'vessel. While their persons
were thus secured, their desks were forced, and their letters to
their private friends abstracted, for the purpose *of preventing
the reputation of the colony from being injured.” Bancroft, their
devoted admirer and apologist, thus condenses the reasons of the
colonists for this persecution.®* * Should the emigrants give up
the very purpose for which they had qrossed the Atlantic?
should hierarchy intrude upon_their devotions in the forests of
Massachusetts ? They deemed the co-existence of prelacy and
their liberty impossible. Anticipating an invasion of their rights,
they feared the adherents of the establishment, as spies in the
camp, and-the form of religion from which they had suffered was
repelled, not as a sect but as a tyranny. They were banished
from Salem because they were Churchmen. Thus was Episco-
pacy first professed in New England, and thus was it exiled.” .

On their release in their native country, the Browns rernon-
strated bitterly against the perversion of the charter by so gross
an outrage committed on themselves. The company, with.a
caution and adroitness that never forsook them, and.ever after
formed their most striking characteristic, stifled the complaint by
having it referred to arbitration, and escaped animadversion by
withdrawing it from_public discussion.t The Browns found .in

* History of the United Btates, vol. ii. p. 349.
~ t Hutchinson says the result of thia reference is not known.
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the course of these proceedings the whole aspect of affairs changed.
Many of the original shareholders had eold out or lost their
interest in the speculation. Every thing was managed with
such secrecy by a few influential members, that it was manifest
some very serious and dangerous plot was in agitation, and they
quitted the company in disgust. Their suspicions were soon
justified; by one of the most singular events in the history of En-
gland, and by far the most important one in that of America, the
fraudu]ent and clandestine removal of the charter to Massachusetts.

‘We have seen how the king and the Church were duped as to
the real objects of the associafion. The merchant adventurers
were equally deluded. Their contributions were spent in found-
ing a colony; no trade was ever carried on for their joint ac-

“count, or ever intended to be, and at the end of seven years the
partnership was closed and no dividend whatever declared, or
any compensation made to the unfortunate absentees by those
who had possessed themselves of the whole property. The re-
peated instances of duplicity in which they had succeeded, paved
the way for the seizure of the patent, an act that surpassed them
all in boldness of design and dexterity of execution. Several
persons of gtation and means attached to the party who, as it has
been well observed, * feared more than they suffered,” privately
tampered with the governor, Mr. Craddock, and offered to emi-
grate with their families provided the charter could be removed
with them. With this important instrument in their hands,
three thousand miles away from the Star Chamber and visitorial
power of the king, they said they would feel secure from intru-

Craddock, knowing how much better their affairs would
be mmaged by a local administration, fell into their views, and
at a meeting at the general court in London, in 1629, proposed
to the board * for the advancing the plantations, for the inducing
of persons of wealth and quality to remove thither, and for other
wetghty reasons, to transfer the govérnment to those who shall
inhabit them, and to continue no longer the same subordma.tmn
to the company here.”

Such an extraordinary proposition naturally led to a warm
debate. ‘Those who were not in the plot were taken by surprise,
and argued the point as if it had not been predetermined upon.*

* Hautchinson (vol. i. p. 18) says, “It is evident from the Charter, that the
original design of it was, to constitute a corporation in Eugland like to that-of

n*
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They said their charter, like those of all other trading associa-
tions, and especially like that of the East India Company, was
intended to be kept, and its officers to meet in England ; that to .
remove it would be utterly useless, for it was not a constitution,

but a corporation, and wholly inapplicable to the purposes of a

civil government, which it never contemplated ; that it contained

no provision for a judicature, or executive body, or a legislature ;

that a whole people, though freemen, could not assemble four

times a year, and there was no power of delegation given to

them ; but above all that it was a flagrant act of usurpation,

and a daring attempt to infringe upon the king’s rights. The

conspirators affected to be strongly impressed with these powerful

reasons, and said there was so much weight in them that they

would consult counsel, and for that purpose adjourned the meet-

ing, having first agreed, however, “ To carry the matter secret,
that it be not divulged.”

This opposition and delay having been foreseen, was provided
against. They had taken the precaution to retain & puritan
lawyer, of the name of White, whose knowledge seems to have .
been on a level with his honesty, who had an opinion on the
subject already prepared ; and at the next court it was resolved
“That the government of the colony be transferred to New En-
gland.” This decision, however, was far from being satisfactory
to all the members. There were many present who had adven-
tured their money, that had no idea of ernigrating, and who did
not like to have both their property and patent transferred to
another hemisphere. An attempt to compromise was made by
resolving that * the government of persons” should be established
in Massachusetts, and “ the government of trade and merchan-
dise” be retained in London. Professions and promisés were so
familiar with the conspirators, that they obtained their purpose
by resorting to them now. The “planters” undertook and en-
the East India and other great companies, with power to settle planrl,a.ﬁum
within the limits of the territory, under such forms of government, and magis-
tracy, as should be fit and necessary.” Bancroft (Hist. vol. i. p. 384), speaking
of Bir Harry Vane, says, “ His clear mind, unbiassed by previous discussions,
and fresh from the public business of England, saw distinctly what the colonists
did.not wish to see, the really wide difference between the practice under their
Charter, and the meaning of the instrument on the principles of English juris-
prudence.” Kent and Story are of the same opinion, and so is Robertson. Bee

his “ History of America,” vol. iv. p. 282. Indeed the only wonder is, that any
peraon could be found to think it even admitted of a doubt.
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gaged with the * adventurers,” for so the respective resident and
non-resident parties were designated, to divide the whole joint
stock, with all its vast accumulations, at the end of seven years,
and pay over. or assign to each proprietor 'his respective share.
A fortune at the end of seven years they considered better than
a present quarrel, and they yielded. It was the last they ever
saw of the emigrants, and n.l.l that they ever haard of their trans-
atlantic stock.

Such has ever been the fate of a union between hypocrisy and
avarice. The regular habits, devout conduet, and high profes-
sions of the former, seldom fail in obtaining the control of the
funds, and the temptation to appropriate them is too strong for
simulated hapesty. However humiliating to sectarians the fact
may be, it must be admitted that dissent thus set the first ex-
ample of abisconding to America with partnership effects. Having
equally deprived the king, the Church, the savages, and the
* adventurers” of their rights, it was necessary now to delude
themselves, and silénce, if possible, their own scruples, if their
doubts deserve such a respectable name. A new, important,
and very difficult question arose for their consideration, in what
relation were they to stand to the mother country? Most of the
proprietors held that they had a perfect right without any charter
from the crown, to establish such sort of government as they
thought proper, and to form a new commonwealth, as fully as if
they were m a state of nature, and were ma.kmg their first en-
trance into civil society.

Men who can justify a separation from their Church, and see
no sin in schism, can soon satisfy themselves that fealty is a local,
and not a general duty. 'With respect to implied allegiance, the
only true and eensible view of the matter, it was argued, was
that subjection was of two kinds, necessary and voluntary. "From
actual fesidence within any government, there naturally arose an
obligation to submit to the laws and authority thereof But
birth was no necessary cause of allegiance. The subjects of any
prince or nation had a perfect right to remove to any other state
or part of the world, unless their own country were weakened or
exposed by such removal, and even in that case if they were de-
prived of liberty of conscience it would justify a separation, and
upon their departure their co-relative obedience determined and
ceased altogether. The country to which they were about to
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remove was claimed and possessed by absolute princes, whose
title to the lordship and sovereignty thereof had been acknowl-
edged by kings of England, by purchasing some portion of their
territory ; this they also proposed to do, and then they would
stand in their place, as original and independent proprietors of
the soil. It was obvious, therefore, they said, that as their mi-
gration from England would terminate their necessary civil sub-
jection, their patent would be a great protection, not merely
from foreign aggression but from the king himself; for at most it
would only create a voluntary sort of dependence, and if any
question should arise as to its nature and extent, it must be de-
cided by the document itself. Their situation, and that of the
people of London, it was argued, was widely different. The
compact between the sovereign and the inhabitants of that city,
as contained in its charter, was not the otigin of their allegiance,
but their actual residence, and so soon as any of them removed '
out of the kingdom, that necessary subjection immediately changed
its nature, and became optional.

Now what would be the character of the new relation in
which they would stand to the king ? for that was an important
question. It was, they said, simply an understanding, not to
subject themselves to, or seek protection from any other princes,
and this they were willing to promise. Having silenced or satis-
fied their apprehensions.by this mode of reasoning, and assured
themselves that accepting their patent involved no compromise
of this liberty, they set themselves to work in earnest to prepare
for embarkation. A fleet of fourteen sail was assembled for the
transportation of fifteen hundred passengers, and on the sixth day
of July-twelve of the ships arrived at Massachusetts Bay, con-
veying the governor, the officers of the Commonwealth, and the
charter. The expense of this equipment amounted to twenty-
one thousand two hundred pounds sterling.®
~ On the 19th of October, 1630, the first General Court was

held at Boston, where the charter was produced, and publicly
read to the assembled people, amid the most profound silence, and
listened to with the deepest emotions of veneration and delight
by those whose independence its removal had effectually secured.
This was the commencement of the republic of Massachusetts.

* The expense of settling this colony amounted, during the first t\"lve years,
to two hundred thousand pounds. Bee lst Douglas, 428.
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It was founded on democratic principles, guarded with the most
zealous vigilance, and supported and extended with cautious, but
determined resolution ; when they surveyed their situation they
felt assured they had nothing to fear from within. They were
all democrats, and alike hostile to the Church and State they
had so cheerfully abandoned at home. But when they reflected
on their isolated situation, the inadequacy of their means to sich
a vast undertaking as settling & community of strangers in a
wilderness, the distrust with which' they knew they would be re-
garded by the Church, and the indignation which the removal of
their charter would naturally excite in.the Court, they were
alarmed, but such was their courage and self reliance, they were
not dismayed or discouraged. They apprehended danger from
three sources, the Crown, the Hierarchy, and the Parliament, as
they were equally dreaded, and hated ; they continued until the
close of the war of independence, in 1783, to be objects of their
peculiar aversion.

The deception practiced by these people throughout the whole
of their negotiation in England, seems to admit of no further ad-
dition, but their very last act was to publish a manifesto to the
clergy of the Established Church, assuring them that they were
in fact and in heart members of the same communion, and solicit-
ed their prayers and their blessings on this undertaking. They
entreated . them to believe, to use their own words : “ that they
esteemed it their honor to call the Church of England their dear
mother, and they could not leave the country where she resided
without tears in their eyes. We leave it not, therefore,” they
said, “ as loathing that milk wherewith we were nourjshed there.
But blessing God for the parentage and education, and as mem-
bers of the same body shall rejoice in her good, and while we
have breath, sincerely desire and endeavor the continuance and
abundance of her welfare, with the enlargement of her bounds
in the kingdom of Jesus Christ,”* and much more to the same
effect. History can scarcely furnish such an instance of consum-
mate hypocrisy.

The accounts of their early settlement in general circulation
are chiefly those written by themselves or their descendants, who
are their eulogists. Such being the case, truth can only be as-

* Bee the original letter in Book 11. Chap. 7, of this work.
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certained by a careful examination of original documents and ob-
solete conteraporaneous works. They were always anxious to be
considered as martyrs, and laid claim to all that is noble in con~
duct, exalted in principle, and pufe in religion, while the sover-
eign whom they duped, has been represented as a tyrant, and the
prelates, whom they publicly flattered and privately traduced,
have been held up to the world as cruel and senseless bigots.
There was no doubt much in the conduect of the king that can
not be justified, and in the hierarchy of the day that is deeply to
be regretted, but rebellions subjects compel monarchs to be cruel
in self-defense, and a priest may well be excused, if he thinks
schism aggravated by deception and falsehood.

The object of this extraordinary manifesto is evident enough,
but neither the persecution of the old, nor the possession of the
new world, justifies them in sacrificing that, without which life
in either hemisphere would find no security but in brute force.
It has been said in extenuation of their conduet, that they had
not formally seceded from the Church, at the tirne they circulated
this valedictory address. The answer is, Congregationalism they
knew had already been adopted at Salem before they left England,
by their agent Endicott, and subsequently confirmed by their ap-
probation. And, furthermore, that assoon as they could possibly
devote a day to it, from their indispensable duties, they again es-
tablished it at Boston and Camibridge, with the utmost unanim-
ity among the people, and the consent of every man that signed
that touching appeal to their ** Dear Brethren.”

Such were the people who laid the foundation of repubhcs.msm
in America. There is much in their conduct to admire and
applaud, and much to reprove and condemn. The bnght lights
and dark shades of their character are in such contrast, that, to
do them justice and preserve the impartiality of history, it will
be difficult to avoid the charge of inconsistency, so different must
the language occasionally be, that is extorted by truth on the one
hand, or awarded by slander on the other. If, thereforé, the
meed of panegyric, to which they are often justly entitled, shall
geem irreconcilable with the terms in which their duplicity, ob-
‘stinacy, and “cruelty are denounced, it must be recollected that
their defects, no less than their virtues, contributed to form that
indomitable character for dogged resolution, without which they
never would have been non-conformists in England, or republi-
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cans in America. To overlook these distinctions would betray a
total ignorance of human nature ; to attempt to palliate or con-
ceal them, would lead to the suspicion that disingenousness is
infectious, and that it can not even be contemplated without dan-
ger. They have alternately been the subject of extravagant
eulogy, or unmitigated abuse, according to the medium of relig-
ious or political prejudice, through which they have been view-
ed. Nothing can be further from the truth than either of these
extreme opinions. Their character, like that of most men, was
mixed, but unlike that of any other people, was distinguished for
qualities so totally opposite, and yet so strongly developed and so
powerfully contrasted, that.it is difficult to imagine how they
could be combined without neutralizing each other. Their con-
duct exhibits so much despotism, and so ardent a love of liberty,
so great a degree of superstition, and 8o much practical good sense,
such refined casuistry, and Jesuitical double-dealing, united with
extraordinary frankness and manly behavior, so little regard for
the form of jurisprudence, and so warm an attachment té6 con-
stitutional law, so much impatience of restraint or interference
from others, with such a strong predilection to intermeddle with
or control their neighbors, that general terms are manifestly in-
applicable to them. =Their acts must be separately considered,
and severally praised or censured according to their deserts. In
searching for the causes that led to the formation and develop-
ment of this extraordinary character, we must regard their con-
dition in their native country, and the circumstances that mould-
ed their opinions, and called forth the peculiarities that I have
alluded to. , )

At the period of their leaving England, the great majority of
them, though conforming to the Established Church, were at
heart dissentients, having undergone the probation of complying,
but not agreeing; obeying but not respecting ; combining but
not wuniting; assembling in churches where every thing that
they saw or heard shocked them as unscriptural and superstitious,
using the Prayer-book but rejecting it as papistical, listening to
clergymen whose authority they despised and whose doctrine
they denied; and above all, to bishops whom they believed to
be neither Papists nor Protestants, but amphibious beings clothed
in all the frippery, and practicing all the mummery of the first,
without possessing their antiquity or authority, and yet claiming
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to belong to the other, without having the purity of their doctrine,
the simple rigor of their discipline, or, the independence of their
self-government. Nothing can be more destructive of true piety,
ingenuous conduet, and simplicity of mind, than insincere con-
formity, when either adepted from prudential motives, or sub-
mitted to from compulsion. Pretending to be what we are not,
and holding out ourselves to the government or to the world as
Churchmen, when in reality we are Dissenters or Romanists, is,
in fact, hypocrisy, and no man can long wear that garb, without
a total change in his character. The essence of hypocrisy is
falsehood. If a man inclines to the belief, that simulated com-
pliance with unsound doctrines, or unscriptural churches, is de-
fensible, he naturally seeks for plausible reasons to satisfy his own
scruples, and if he succeed in deceiving himself, the inevitable
tendency of his mind is to attempt to deceive others.

Dissent is progressive. When privately indulged for any length
of time it grows too bardensome for a secret, and requires to be
acknowledged, and when announced it assumes a new name and
a new form, and ripens into secession. Its waters, however, are
then drugged with bitterness and strife, and whoever drinks of
them soon finds their baneful operation on his temper, on the
affections of his heart, and in all his social relations of life, while
he experiences a sympathetic change on his political creed, and
becomes familiarized with violent and seditious measures. De-
manding a charitable construction on his own motives and con-
duct, he is not willing to concede it to others; and as people sel-
dom forgive those whom they have injured, he views the mem-
bers of the church he has left with all the acrimony of an enemy,
and all the vindictive energy of an insulted and outraged friend.

.To the forced compliance or voluntary nonconformity of the
Pilgrim Fathers, as well as the cold Calvinistic tenets of their
faith, may be traced their austere manners and gloomy dispositions
their subtle reasoning and adroit evasions, their unrelenting per-
gecutions, numerous banishments, and barbarous executions, their
unmitigated hatred of episcopacy, and deep-rooted aversion to
monarchical institutions. On the other hand, their patience
under toil, privation, and suffering, their indomitable courage in
resisting the numerous enemies, and overcoming the many diffi-
culties with which they were surrounded, their energy, industry,
and enterprise, their love of independence, their hospitality, benevo-
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lence, and public and private liberality, the unity that prevailed
among themselves, their brotherly affection for each other, and
many other correlative qualities, are attributable in part to the
Anglo-Saxon stock from which they sprang, and in part to the
requirements and incidents of a forest home in a new world. But
their frugality, teraperance, purity of morals, simplicity of man-
ners, respect for the authorities of their little State, both civil and
religious, and similar virtues, were all their own.

Such a careful analysis is due both to their character, and the
faithfulness of this narrative. In order to make that intelligible,
which is otherwise irreconcilable, it is necessary to seek for the
springs of action that lie beneath the surface, for conduct can
only be duly appreciated by its motives, and effects be fully esti-
mated by tracing them to their real causes.



CHAPTER IV.

Beasoning of the first Settlers as to their Independence—The Colony becomes
& Repoblic from N ity—Oaths of Bupr y and Allegiance dispensed
with—They decline to set up the King's Arms—Matilate the Flag—Drinking
Healths abolished—Blackstone’s Remarks about the Lord's Brethrea—Order
that none but Cliurch Members be admitted to be F' Another, forbid-
ding a Stranger to settle in the Colony without a License—Petitioning the
King called slandering the Brethren—Punishment of Morton, Sir Christopher
Gardener, and Ratcliffe—Morton publishes a Batire at Amsterdam—Returns
to Massachusetts—I1s fined and banished again—Irtimate Connection between

. their Church and Btate—The King ordera several Vessels in the Thames to
be put under Embargo—A House of Representatives meets in Boaton, and
is admitted as a Branch of the Legislature—The Governor is not re-elected,
and is made to account for his Expenditure of the public Moneys—His manly
Condact on the Occasion—A Code of Lawa ordered to be compiled—Also.a
uniform Bystem of Church Diacipline.

Havine traced the origin of this republic, and its history to the
removal of the proprietors and their charter to New England, I
shall now give a brief sketch of their resolute and systematic de-
fense of their independence until the year 1686, when the patent
was revoked. We have seen that they apprehended aggression
from three sources, the Crown, the Hierarchy, and the Parliament.
It will be instructive to show with what courage they resisted, or
what ingenuity they evaded compliance with the authority or
claims of all. ~Their conduot in this particular was not the re-
gult of accident, or of public distractions in England, or of their
remote and isolated situation, though all contributed to favor their
object, but it was a predetermined and well-concerted plan.
They-had paid a large sum of money to the Council of New
Plymouth for their territory, they had fortified their title to the
soil by purchases from the Indians, and they affected to' believe
that if the fortuitous circumstance of prior discovery had conveyed
‘any right to the Crown, the king had formally surrendered it by
the charter, in consideration of the conditions contained in it.
They regarded it, therefore, as peculiarly their own country, and
they were unwilling to allow any interference whatever from any
quarter. The form of the grant of incorporation caused at first
some embarrassment, by. its total want of adaptation to the pur-
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poses to which it had been so unexpectedly applied. But as it
was based on general election, and the governor and assistant
were chosen by the freemen, all power centred in the people,
and the moment the government was organized, it naturally, and
of necessity, became a republic. 'Whatever authority the general
court exercised, was delegated by qualified voters, and the officers
they appointed received their commissions from those whom they
empowered to issue them. The fundamental principle, therefore,
of this little commonwealth was originally the same as that which
now distinguishes and animates the individual States and great
Federal Republic of the present day—namely, that the people are
the source of all power.

At first, little could be done in matters of legislation, when the
individual wants and general weakness of the whole community
required the personal and continued exertion of all its members.
The governor, his deputy, and "four assistants, were appointed
justices of the peace, with the same powers exercised by persons
holding similar situations in England. A court of civil and
criminal jurisdiction was also created, consisting of the higher
officers of the corporation. In the absence of all statute law, the
Bible was substituted as a model and guide. In organizing the
judiciary, a difficulty arose as fo the nature of the oaths. The
customary form of acknowledging the royal authority was evi-
dently inapplicable, for the people, and not the king, was supreme,
and his name, therefore, was very: quickly dispensed with. The
oath of allegiance required some consideration, not whether it
should be adopted, for that was not to be thought of, but whether
it could be so qualified as to consist with their own independence,
or be made contingent on residence and protection.* Sins of
omission are so much safer than sins of commission, so much more
difficult of detection, and so much more capable of explanation
when discovered, that it was deemed prudent to omit it altogether,
and to substitute one of fidelity to the local government instead.
The king's arms were not only liable to the same objections, but
had no warrant in Scripture ; and a tender conscience supplied a
better reason for declining to set them up, than the silence of the
charter, or their own repugnance. The royal colors were no less
exceptionable. To substitute new ones would be to hoist a flag

* Soe an sbatract of laws prepared for Massachusetts, by Mr. Cotton.
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of independence, which it was far more prudent quietly to maintain
than openly proclaim, but there was no valid objection why they
ghould not be altered in such a manner as to retain their form and
general appearance, and yet destroy their identity.

Their ministers suggested a mode of mutilation that would
effectually answer their purpose, and a reason for their conduct
which rendered it an imperative duty. They told them the
cross was a relic of Romish superstition, and as such must be
removed, if they were desirous of securing a blessing on their
undertakings. The uninitiated militia at first refused to muster
under this “ new-fangled flag,” but when its unscriptural charac-
ter was pointed out to them, they admitted the propriety of the
alteration, and the cross was accordingly condemned as unlawful.
Foreign gold and silver coins marked in a similar manner could
not be so conveniently defaced, and were suffered to pass current
without objection. They were unobtrusive, and, humanly speak-
ing, merited toleration hy their intrinsic value, but when weighed
in the balance with political and religious principles, were found
wanting, and trented as mere dross, unworthy of the consideration
of a people who had forsaken Mamimon, and crossed the Atlantic
to preserve and perpetuate the true faith.

Thus we see how carefully they abstained at the very outset,
from all recognition of the power of the Crown, either directly or
indirectly. Drinking to the health of each other at table, as it
was followed by toasts, and long usage had sanctioned the priority
of the king's name, with the usual benediction of “ God bless
him,” it was thought advisable to abolish, as it would, as a mat-
ter of course, cause a discontinuance of the other practice, which
might be a enare to those whose intimate associates in England
thought no harm in usurping his authority, and could see no sin
in compassing his death,

They were now a sovereign people, but the exercise of such
unlimited power was new to them, and this novelty, as yet wholly
unrestrained by constitutiona] checks, increased their impatience
of individual resistance, which is at all times the natural tendency
of a democracy,* and made them both arbitrary and vindictive
in their conduct. An English Dissenter of the name of Black-
stone, whom they found living at Boston, and claiming it by

* Hubbard's New England, Chap. xxvi. Wonder Working Providence, 3.
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virtue of his discovery and possession, was soon made to feel the
difference between republican and royal compuleion ; and on quit-
ting the community, remarked, in the bitterness of disappointed
feeling, * that he had left England because he did not like the
Lord’s Bishops, but that he should now leave them, for he could
not stand the ;mrd s Brethren.”

The first emigrants who had a community of feeling both on
political and religious matters, were resolved that their country
should not merely be independent, but that its government should
be freed from the interference of any new-comers who entertained
different opinions from themselves. Dissent they knew they could
deal with, but they knew also, that members of the Church
of England, if allowed to obtain a footing among them, would, as
a matter of course, acknowledge the king to be their sovereign,
keep him informed of their usurpations, and be protected in their
worship. They therefore at this early date, 18th of May, 1631,
enacted in “order that the body of the commons might be pre-
served of good and honest men,” that no person should be admit-
ted to the freedom of the company, but such as were members of
some of the churches established by law. So effectually did this
check the introduction of Episcopalians, that during the whole
continuance of the Charter, not a single congregation was collect-
ed in all Massachusetts.

This bold atternpt at exclusive sovereiguty, is thus lamented by
Leechford: “None may now be a freeman of that company
unless he be a Church member among them. None have voice
in’ elections of governor, deputy, and assistants, none are to be
magistrates, officers, or jurymen, grand or petit, but freemen.
The ministers give their votes in all electioris of magistrates.
Now the most of the persons at New England are not admitted
of their Church, and therefore are not freemen, and when they
come to be tried there, be it for life or limb, name or estate, or
whatsoever, they must be tried and judged too by those of the
Church, who are in a sort their adversaries. How equal that
hath been or may be, some by experience do know, others may
judge.” Another law was passed in the year 1767, having in
view the same object : * That none should be received to inhabit
within the jurisdiction, but such as should be allowed by some of
the magistrates,”” and it was fully understood, that differing from
the ohurches established in the country, was as great a disqualifi-



46 THE ENGLIBH IN AMERICA.

cation as any political opinions. In defense of this order, it is
advanced that the apostolic rule of rejecting such .as brought not
the true doctrine with them, was as applicable to the common-
wealth as the Church, and that even the profane were less to be
dreaded than the able advocates of erroneous tenets.®

Complaints they could not prevent, nor could the right to
petition the Crown be openly impugned but by creating a new
offense, that of accusing the brethren; no one could petition
without being guilty of this crime. They therefore forbore to
press a man to trial for memorializing the king in council, but
they charged him with slandering the brethren, and held him
liable to fine, imprisonment, or corporal punishment, or all three,
for this petit treason. The intercourse with Europe was then so
limited, and the distance so appalling, that public attention in
England was not attracted for some time to this glaring usurpa-
tion. Morton, who had the temerity to erect his May-pole again
on land not within the jurisdiction of Massachusetts, was seized
Ly the governor soon after his arrival, put into the stocks, and
transported to his native country, where, we are very gravely
iniormed by Prince, “ he was not even rebuked.” He was im-
prudent enough to return after his property had thus been in-
vaded, and himself imprisoned and exiled, but was soon made
sensible of his rashness. The governor, affecting to espouse the
cause of an Indian, who disputed his right to the possession of a
canoe, arrested him, burned down his establishment, and con-

- fiscated his estate, to pay for the expense of conveying him to.

England. .

. In London he was joined by two other victims of their cruelty
a.nd oppression—Sir Christopher Gardner and Philip Rateliffe,
who united with him in petitioning the king for redress. The
forrder had been sent out by Sir Ferdinando Georges, as his
agent, for the protection of a large territory he had purchased,
adjoining that of the colony of Massachusetts. Whatever his
religion may have been, one thing was certain, he was not a
Puritan. As a stranger wholly unconnected with the colony, it
was not a question for their consideration whether he was a -
Romanist or a Churchman ; but they assumed the fact that he
was a Papist, and ordered him to be arrested. Knowing their
cruelty, and fearing the result, he preferred trusting to the hospi-

* Bee Minot, Hist. Masa., vol. 1. p. 29.
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tality and protection of the savages, and arming himself, fled
into the wilderness. The Indians, not without some difficulty,
were bribed to give up to his unrelenting pursuers their confiding
guest, and seizing an opportunity, when deprived of his sword
and his gun, by the upsetting of his canoce, they attacked him
while in the water, and with long poles beat him so severely
over his hands and arms that he was compelled to relinquish the
hold of his dagg'er (which was his only weapon) and surrender
himself a prisoner. He was first taken to the jail in Plymouth,
and then removed to that of Bosten, from whence he was sent
to England. In the mean time his papers were seized and ex-
amined, and such of them as were thought of service in develop-
ing the plane of hig employer, Sir Ferdinando Georges, were
retained.

The other complainant was Philip Ratcliffe. He had been a
servant of Craddock, the first charter governor, and falling ill in
his employ, on his recovery demanded wages from the agent of
his master for the time he had been disabled. Disappointed in
his expectations, he made some disparaging remarks about a
people whose conduct so little comported with their professions.
For this offense he was fined forty pounds, severely whipped,
ghorn of his ears, and banished forthwith out of the jurisdiction.

On the complaint. of these people, an order in council was
issued for an investigation, but the inquiry was deferred for the
time, by the artful management of the principal associate, and
by the secret assistance of some of the council, who were favor-
able to the cause of Dissenters. The committee of inquiry were
informed that the company ought not to be punished for the con-
duct of some of its members; that if there were any causes of
complaint, they could enly be proved or explained by witnesses from
the colony, but as they were at that time sending them some in-
dispensable additional supplies (three Nonconformist ministers *)
any suspension of the operations of the company would be at-
tended with thé most disastrous consequences.

Strange to say, this reasoning prevailed at the time to defeat
the just claim of the petitioners for redress. The success of this
deceptive conduct astonished every body, and none more than
tho governor and assistants themselves; for they were not only
honorably acquitted, but actually applauded. They were as-

* John Cotton, Thomas Hooker, and Bamuel Btons.
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sured by the king’s government they might go cheerfully on with
their present undertaking, and, “if things were carried as was
pretended when the charter was granted, his majesty would
maintain the liberties and privileges of the company.” Morton
appealed from the king in council to the public. He published
at Amsterdam in 1637, a work entitled ** New English Canaan,”
in which, with more elégance of composition than was usual in
those days, he ridiculed the Separatists with a severity that be-
speaks the extent of the injury he had sustained at their hands.
He is also said to have furnished Butler with the anecdote he
has so inimitably told in Hudibras,* of the people of Plymouth
having appeased the anger of the Indians for a murder of one of
their people hy hanging a bed-ridden innocent pauper instead of
the real criminal, who, besides being a saint, had an additional
claim to their clemency from being the only expert cordwainer
in the place. o i

This story, which has been generally considered to have had
no other foundation than the imagination of the poet, there is
unhappily some reason to fear was but too true. Hubbard, him-
self a Puritan minister, living near the scene, and old enought

* Hadibras, Part ii. Canto 2.

#That sinners may supply the place
Of suffering saints, is a plain case,
Justice gives sentence many times,
On ome man for another's crimes;
Our brethren of New England use
Choice malefactors to excuse,
And hang the guiltless in their stead,
Of whom the Churches havs less need,
Aas lately 't happened: In a town
There lived a cobbler, and but one,
That cat of doctrine could cut, use,
And mend men’s lives as well as shoes,
This precious brother having slain,
In times of peace, an Indian,
The mighty Tottipottymoy
Bent to our ‘Elders an envay,
Who called upon the saints to render
Into his hands, or hang th' offender.
Baut they maturely having weighed
They had no more byt him o’ th’ trade,
Resolv'd to spare him; yet, to do
The Indian, Hogam Mogam, too,
Impartial justice, in bis stead did
Hang an old weaver that was bed-rid.”

t He was born in 1621.
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to have traced its authenticity, has not ventured in his history
of New England to give it an unqualified contradiction. - The
inhabitants of Plymouth, he says, tell the story much otherwise.
But if they were driven by necessity to do justice to content the
Indians at that time, it is possible it might ‘be executed, not on
him that most deserved, but on him that can best be spared, or
who was not like to live long if he had beén let alone.*

It is almost incredible that with this sad experience of their
persecuting spirit, Morton should have ventured among them
again ; but his perseverance was equal to their own, and they
were amazed at beholding him there for the third time. He
was instantly arrested, and a letter, written by him from London
to a friend in the colony, intercepted by-the governor (in which
he calls him * King Winthrop,” and inveighs against his * Am-
sterdam and fanatical ordinances) was prodnced against him.
He was forthwith-convicted: of sedition, fined a hundred pounds,
and banished again-from fhe colony. To console him under his
aflictions, he was told he had great reason to be thankful for
the mercy of the court, as nothing but his great age had saved
him from the whipping:post.t Ratcliffe became a lunatic from
the cruel treatment ‘he received, and Sir Christopher Gardner’
very prudently gave up the contest.

This severe conduct was applauded by the ministers, by wham
toleration was preached against as & sin in rulers, that would
inevitably bring down the judgment of Heaven upon the land.
“ He that is mounted in the saddle,” said ome of their divines,
“had need kegp the reins straight, unless he intends to be
thrown down and trodden under foot; they are the ministers
of God for the good of mankmd, and ahould not bear the sword
in vain.

The power of the clergy was m‘eslatlble At the first Court
of Asistants, an Act was passed for building houses for them
at the public expense, by which they became indissolubly con-
nected with the State. By the operation of the two laws, I
have already alluded to, namely, that no man could be qualified

® Fifth Vol. Mass. Hist. Coll.. Becond series, p. 77-
t Hutchinson’s History, vol. i. p. 75. y
$ Notice was that year taken of an impudent affront one Captain Stone
offered to Mr. Ludlow, one of the magistrates, calling him just-ass, for justice :
it cost the offender one hundred pounds snd banishment. Hist. Col., vol. v.
Socond series, p- 157,
c
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to vote, or be elected to office, who was not a Church mem-
ber, and that no Church could be: formed but by a license
from a magistrate, the civil and ecclesiastical affairs were more
intimately combined than in-England. The granting or with-
holding political rights being thus- centred in the ministers,
the leveling propensity of Congregationalism was curbed and
restrained by this new power, and all were compelled to sub-
mit and pay court to.the very.men it ‘was their original in-
tention to have divested of .all authority. Bigotry, intolerance,
and hypocrisy were infinitely increased and: aggravated by this
extraordinary alliance. The preachers were consulted on all
affairs of State and legislation, were often. present at the pass-
ing of laws, and lent their powerful aid to have thern executed.
The attention of the king was again called to the colony of
Massachusetts. He was informed that there was & great stream
of emigration flowing steadily thither, of persons known to be
ill-affected to him, his church, and government. An order
was accordingly issued by the Privy Council to stay several
ghips in the Thames, ready to sail to New .England, with
settlers and provisions, for the exhibition of passenger lists, and
for the production of the charter. - This was the first time its
removal was discovered or avewed, and the plausible Craddock
promised to send for it immediately. He informed the council
that the royal right was well protected by the clause enforcing
the oaths of allegiance and supremacy (although he knew they
had not been administered to the erhigrants), and entreated
that they who had so recently and aflectionately addressed the
Chureh, as their dear mother, and avowed before God and
man their attachment to it at parting, should be believed in
preference to their slanderers, and wound.up with a glowing
description of naval stores that the planters would soon be able
to send to England. ‘After some little delay they.were per-
mitted to proceed on their voyage, and emigration again revived.
In the mean while, the inhabitants having proceeded step by
step to consolidate their power at Boston, in evasion or defiance
of the charter, now altered their constitution in a manner to
suit the exigencies of the times, and their own wants, without
asking permission or seeking authority from the king. In conse-
quence of some severe regulations made by the magistrates relative
to-trespasses; which were exceedingly unpopular in the rural dis-



THE. ENGLISH IN- AMERICA. 51

tricts, two delegates chosen by each town assembled at Boston and
demanded a sight of the charter, upon the examination of which
they arrived at the conclusion, that the legislative authority
rested not with the magistrates, but with the freemen. On this
point they asked the opinion. of the governor, who told them,
that when the patent was issued, it was supposed the freemen
would be eo few, that all could conveniently assemble, but now
they had become too numerous to meet for deliberation. At the
same tife he said, he was -of opinion, they did not yet contain
sufficient materials to constitute a distinct branch of the Legis-
lature, but proposed that a certain number of delegates should
be chosen annually to prefer grievances, but not to make laws ;
though their. consent perhaps might be required to all assess-
ments of money and grants of land. They were not satisfied
with any such restricted power, and accordingly at-a General
Court, held in the year 1634, twenty-four of the principal in-
habitants of the colony, presented themselves as the represent-
atives of the body of freemen, and demanded on behalf of their
constituents the right to share in all legislative proceedings of
that body, a claim which, though it had no foundation whatever
in the charter, wag supported by analogy to the constitution of
the mother country, and was too congenial-to their own demo-
cratic views -to be refused. The governor and assistants, how-
ever, were not pfepared for what followed. They were aware
that a House of Commons wouyld naturally diminish much of
their own weight ‘and influence, but they were astonished to
find, when their admission was conceded, that their first step,
before proceeding to business, was to define the power and juris-
diction of the General Court in its amended form ; and in that
definition, to appropriate-to themselves a full share of executive
as well as legislative authority. . Hitherto, altheugh the govern-
ment had been elective, the choice of officers had usually fallen
upon the same persons. Mr, Winthrop had been appointed
governor every year since the foundation of the commonwealth,
and most of the assistants had also been Te-clected. As judges
and justices they were the dignitaries of the land. Their dis-
cretionary power, in the absence of & regular code of laws, was
very great. Severe penalties were enacted for disobeying them,
and still heavier punishments awarded for discourteous or con-
tumelious behavior toward them. Democracy, however, is no
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respecter of persons. Where all authority emanates from the
mass, all must finally bow to that source of power. The natural
order of sogiety is soon reversed : officials first become courtiers to
the people, and then are degraded to a menial dependence on
their masters. - This universal law. of politics: was now made
palpable to the founders of the republic.

One of the first acts of the representatives was to impose a ﬁns
on the Court of Assistants for having presunted, during the pre-
ceding year, in the exercise of their discretion, not to act in con-
formity to-an order of the General Court. The governor, a
most able, zealous, liberal and laborious officer, who had dis-
charged all the gubernatorial duties gratuitously for several years,
was quietly passed over without any réason whatever that can be
discovered, beyond the vile and contemptible propensity of demo-
crats to humble and degrade to their own vulgar level all that
arq distinguished among them for character or talent. Not con-
tent with this unprovoked and unmerited insult, he was. coarsely
interrogated as to the receipts and disbursement of the public
money during his administration, as if he had been a defaulter,
and enriched himself with the spoils, instead of exhausting his
means, and impoverishing his family, by private charities and
public benefactions, as was well known to be the case. At the
termination of this ungrateful and humiliating proceeding, he
handed in the following dignified and temperate protest:

“In all these things which I offer, I refer myself to the-wisdom
and justice of the court, with this protestation, that it repenteth
me not of my cost or labor bestowed on this commonwealth, but
do heartily bless the Lord our God that He hath pleased to
honor me so far as to call for' any thing He hath bestowed upon
me for the service of His Church and people here : the prosperity
whereof and His gracious acceptance, shall be an abundant
recompense to me. I conclude with this one request (which in
justice may not be denied me), that as it stands upod record, that
upon the discharge of my office I was called to account, so this
my declaration may be recorded also, lest hereafter, when I shall
be forgotten, some blemish may lie upon my. posterity, when
there shall be nothmg to clear it. )

- 4 Jorn WINTHROP.

“ Beptember 4th, 1634.”
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It is a painful, but instructive page of history. The colony
was founded by Mr. Winthrop, in a spirit of defection to his
Sovcrelgn and his Church. The first act of the Legislature, a
child of his own creation, was a rejection of himself as their
governor, the imposition of a fine and censure upon his Court of
Assistants, and an accusation against both, having as little founda-
tion in truth as those he had himself so lightly adopted, and so
little examined, against his king and his primate.

The establishment of a representative body was a bold exercise
of independence, but it completed and consolidated the power of
the state, which being based altogether. on the elective system,
was purely republican. This innovation created an inquiry into
the nature of the liberty and privileges of the people, which
threatened to convulse the colony by the numerous sbstract
questions to which it gave rise. Among others was a dispute as
to the veto of the Assistants, both as regarded its existence and
its limits. A number of persons having memorialized the eourt
for leave to remove out of the jurisdiction, the Assistants refused
their assent, assigning, among other reasons, one that in modern
times would éxpose them to much sectarian abuse. * The re-

_moval of a candlestick,” they said, ““is a great judgment, which
ought to be avoided.” By far the greater part of ihe.delegates
were for granting the prayer of the petitioners, and numerically
they formed a majority. of the whole court. The dispute on this
contésted point was very warm, and the session was adjourned.
‘What they refused to grant to the assumptions of the magistrates,
they yielded to the fervid eloquence of Mr. Cotton, who, preached
before them, when they reassembled ; “for it pleased the Lord so
to assist him, and to bless His own ordinances that the affairs of
the court went, on cheerfully.”

At this time was first introduced the custom, how so prevalent
in America and the British provinces, of paying the members of
the Legislature. It was ordered that the charge of dieting the
assistants and delegates during the General Court be paid out of
the public tieasury. About the same period the vote by ballot -
for the delegates was established. The aid of the minister, and
some of the ablest men in the province was now requested to
compile a uniform order of discipline for all the churches in the
colony.



CHAPTER V.

A Commission issues to the A.mhl:iuhop of Gmterbnry and eleven other Persons,
for governing the Colonied, &c.—Abbot and Laud, their Conduct contrasted—
Bevere Trials of the Church—Its Character and Conduct—Colonista the
Right of making Treaties—Free Trade with the Nm-gnnsetu—Oﬂ‘er of
hereditary Rank made by Lord Say and Sele—Reasons for declining it—
Petition of the People debarred of civil Rights for Nonconformity—They are
summoned to appear before the Governor and Assistants, and denoamced by
the Ministers—Heavily fined and bound over to keep the Peace—Their private
Papers searched, and a Memorial found addressed to the Earl of Warwick—
Its Contents—The People extend their Jurisdiction to Wethersfield, situated
beyond the Limits of Massachusetta—Justification of Eucroachment—Gorton’s
Settlement broken up, and his Followers severely punished—The Grand
Council of Plymouth surrenders its Charter on the Ground of the Calonists .
claiming Independence—A guo wdrranto ordered to be issued for the Rev-
ocation of the Charter—8ir Ferdinando Georges nominated Governor- General
—The Ministers convened to advise—They r d Hesist Dis-
senters from the Churches of M ‘husetts settle at Connecticut, Rhode
Island, and other Placea—W ar with the Pequods—The Army under a Cove-
nant of Works—Extermination of the Indian 'l‘n'ba—Troublea in England—
The Colony is left unmolested.

In England great astonishment was expressed at this usurpa-
tion, which naturally drew attention also to the artful manner
Episcopalians were excluded, if not from the country, at least
from all participation in its government. A royal commission,
therefore, was granted to the Archbishop of Canterbury, and
eleven other persons, for the management of colonial affairs, con-
ferring or revoking patents, appointing public officers, and other
more extensive powers. The recital reasserts, in distinct terms,
that the object of the king, in granting the charter, *“ was not
merely to enlarge the territories of our empire, but more especially
to propagate the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

The contumacy and intractability of the Puritans at home
increased the alarm that was felt at the extension of the sect in
America. Every means had been tried and exhausted for recon-
ciling or conciliating them, but in vain. Concessions led to
further demands, kindness only served to infuse a belicf of weak-
ness; and, in the exasperated state of public feeling, nothing
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appeared to be left but compulsion. The indulgence of Abbot
rather emboldened their opposition, as they affected to see in his
mildness or negligence a similarity of opinions with their own.
Laud, warned by the failure of his predecessor, was more vigilant
and more rigid, and endeavored to compel these refractory Non-
conformiste to obedience by a strict enforcement of the law, in
the execution of which he showed himself as zealous, active, and
almost as severe as the Puritans themselves. These people ex-
hibited the most melancholy specimen of the arrogance, obstinacy,
and inconsistency of the human mind to be found in any age or
country. At the very time that they were depriving every per-

“son in Massachusetts of all_civil rights, who was mnot in full
communion with them, or imprisoning, fining, or banishing who-
ever dared to maintain doctrines at variance with their own,
they denounced as a bigot and a demon the archbishop, who,
unfortunately, adopted the same error of compulsory conversion
as themselves.

It was not without grent ala.rm, therefore, they were informed
that a g0 warranto had been issued against them, and that the
governor was ordered by the Board forthwith to send back to
England the charter which had been so surreptitiously removed.
They had now a man to deal with who knew their principles too
well to be duped by professions, whose duty it was to protect his
own Church, and to see that no part of his majesty’s dominions
was closed against her members, and ‘who had penetrated the
designs of their co-religionists to subvert the monarchy. From
his well-known integrity and piety they knew that they might
look for justice; but they saw nothing in the contumely and in-
sults they had heaped upon him to lead them to hope that he
would make another fruitless attempt to try the effect of in-
dulgence.

The conduct of these two prelates, Abbot and Laud, has been
variously viewed, both by contemporary authors and historians
of the present day, according to the uncertain standard of their
own morals and politics. By some-the modération 6r connivance
of the first s been extolled as an example of Christian virtue,
worthy of ‘all praise; while a rigid adherence to ecclesiastical
discipline, and a strict observance of the law of the land, has
earned for the other a character for cruelty and tyranny. But
the agitated state of the times, the fury of party, the ferocity and
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disloyalty of schismatics, and the jintrigues of an unserupulous
Court, if they do not afford a justification for the negligence of
the one, or the rigor of the other, will warrant us in putting a
charitable construction on the conduct of both. 'Where the shel-
ter of non-interference merely aggravated the evil, it was natural
to try.the only other alternative, severity ; and subsequent events
have now clearly disclosed to us that the middle course, in which
justice is tempered with mercy, so difficult at all times to be
found, and especially in civil commotions, wounld have been
equally unavailing. It is probable, however, that if Abbot had
been more firm, Laud would have been less severe; and it.is
certajn that a proper discharge of his duty, without periling his
own life, would have saved that of his martyred successor.

No religious establishment has had so much to contend against
as the Angliecan Church. For centuries before the Reformation
she had to endure the assaults of Rome, and ever since the
furious attacks of fanatics; while lately she has had to with-
stand them both, under the serious dirddvantage of being crippled
by the State, in the freedom of her actions. Formerly, the
government, to suit their own political views, found it necessary
to fill the bench of Bishops with persons holding high prerogative
opinions. , In more recent times the selection for a similar pur-
pose has been too often made from latitudinarians, while during
the whole period of time, she has had withia her own pale a
numerous party who receive her pay, and.eat her bread, but
refuse to do her bidding, or teach her doctrines. Deprived of
her convocation, she has been powerless to preserve upiformity,
defend herself, or enforce her discipline, and, above all, to exert
her whole voice. in demanding her. ancient right of electing her
‘own prelates. Hence the soundness of one diocese contrasts
strangely with the license and disorder of another, and ths
anomalous appeals in matters of belief to a lay court, evince less
unity than Rome, and less independence than Dissent.

During all these afflictions her conduct has been worthy of
herself. Her firmness in resisting encroachments, and patience
under persecutions, moderation in prosperity, devotion to the
cause of truth and learning, her zeal and munificence in propa-
gating the Gospel 1o the furthermost parts of the earth, are well
attested by the fruit she has borne. Her sterling worth is
stamped on her children, and an Englishman may well be proud
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“of the parent that instructed his tender years, and implanted in
his mind all those virtues that invigorate, and those graces that
adorn his character. While the Puritan preachers of Massa-
chusetts were occupied in compiling a body of laws, and a code
of divinity, the Parliament of the colony entered at once upon
the exercise of unrestricted sovereign power, and authorized or

. sanctionéd the assumption by the executive of the right to make
war, or declare treaties of peace, with the surrounding Indian
nations. The Narragansetts, a powerful and -numerous ‘tribe,
were among the first to enter into offensive and defensive alliance
with them. Some of the stipulations of this compact have since
been adopted by the diplomatists of modern times,® and the sur-
render of fugitives from justice, and unrestrained free-trade,
though apparently equally beneficial to bath from their reciprocal
character, concealed, under specious terms, the selfishness that
dictated them; for the grave offered to the savage an asylum
infinitely preferable to the abodes of the white man, and free-
trade was only beneficial to those who desired the advantage of
tempting the cupidity, or overreaching the simplicity of their
customers, by giving them in exchange for their furs, superfluities,
of the value or use of which they were equally ignorant. A few
years afterward an army was raised to proceed against these
same allies, who had subsequently become refractory and turbu-
lent ; but so imposing-a force awed them into submission, and &
renewal of commercial intercourse.

In this democratic body the companies usually chose their own
officers, and the executive contented itself with appointing a
commander-in-chief to direct its operations. The commonwealth
then, as at the present day, was substituted for the royal author-
ity ; and the revolution of 1783, instead of destroymg old instity-

* The following is the treaty alluded to:

1. A firm and perpetaal peace betwixt them and ﬂm English.

IS:. Neither party to make peace with the Pequods without the consent of the
* S?r'ﬂut Narragansetts should not harbor any Peqnudn

4. That they should put to death, or deliver up any mmdareu of the English,

5. That they should return fugitive servants.

6. The English to give them notice when'to go out agamlt the Pequods, and
the Narragansetts to farnish guides.

7. Free-trade to be carried on between the parties.

8. None of the Narragansetts to come near the English plnntatuml during the
war with the Pequods, without some Englishman or Indian known to the En-
glish.—Hutch., vol. i. p. 591.

c.
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tions, was conservative in its character, and merely restored the
ancient order of things. The spirit of independence and equality
was as deeply rooted then as now in Massachusetts, and an
offer of hereditary rank, when tendered to the principal inhabit-
ants by Lord Say and Sele, if they would join him in colonizing
the Bahamas, was peremptorily and decidedly refused. Hered-
itary authority, they said, had no warrant in Scripture, and any .
civil power whatever, not based on church membership, was
equally repugnant to the will of God. They assured his lordship
that it was their conscientious conviction, that it was “ a divine
ordinance (and moral) that none should be appointed and chosen -
by the people of God, magistrates over them, but men fearing
God,* chosen out of their brethren,t Saints.} That the Apostle
maketh it a shame to the Church, if it be not able to afford wise
men from out of themselves, which shall be able to judge all
civil matters between their brethren.§ And Solomon maketh it
the joy of a commonwealth when the righteous are in authority,
and the calamity thereof when the wicked bear rule. ||

It was not to be supposed, however, that this exclusive c}mm
of the Church, to confine all affairs of trust and emolument to its
own members, would be submitted to without a struggle, by
those who were debarred of the right of becoming freemen under
the terms of the charter. The object of it was well known to
have been to discourage Episcopalians from settling in the State,
and to preserve the ascendency of the Puritans; but as it did
not answer the purpose as fully or as promptly as was expected,
another Act was passed of a more stringent nature. A penalty
was laid upon all persons who should entertain in their hoises a
stranger who came with an intent to reside in the colony, or
should allow him the use of any habitation, or lot of land, for a
longer period than three weoks, without permission from the
magistrates. The fine on individuals was twenty pounds; and a
like sum for every month that the offense was persisted in. One
hundred pounds was also imposed upon any town, for either
giving or selling land to any such unlicensed person. .

Under the pretense of guarding their chartered rights, and
preserving the purity of their religion and morals, they thus man-
aged to introduce laws that effectually converted those who pro-

* Exodus xviii. 21. t Deut. xvii. 15. }1Cor. vi 1.
§ 1 Cor. vi. 1. || Prov. xxix. 2.
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fessed any other creed than their own into aliens, and rendered
them liable to all the disabilities and all the inconvenience of
being subjects of & foreign realm. Obstinacy is not confined to
any class or sect, but is a peculiarity of our national character;
and if the Puritans had the courage to claim the country as their
own, and disregard or deny the supremacy of the parent state,
there were not wanting those who questioned their right, and
were determined, at all hazards, to demand an equal share of the
privileges and advantages conferred upon all by the patent.
Among these were several persons of character and property,
who, a8 a preliminary step, petitioned the General Court, or local
assembly. TIn théir memorial, which was couched in firm bat
respectful language, they complained : 1st. That the funda-
mental laws of England were not owned by the colony, as the
basis of ‘their government, according to the charter. 2d. The
denial of those civil privileges which the freemen of the jurisdic-
tion enjoyed, to such as were not members of churches, and did
not take an oath of fidelity, devised by the local authority, al-
though they were free-born Englishmen of sober lives, conversa-
tion, &c. 3d. That they were debarred from Christian privi-
leges, viz., the Lord's Supper for themselves, and baptism for
their children, unless' they were members of some of the partic-
ular churches in the country, though otherwise sober, righteous,
and godly, and eminent for knowledge, not scanidalous in life and
conversation, and members of churches in England.

They prayed that civil liberty and freedom might forthwith be
granted the inhabitants, and that all members of the Chureh of
England or Scotland, not scandalous, might be admitted to the
privileges of the churches of New England, or, if these civil and
religious liberties were refused, that they might be freed from the
heavy taxes imposed upon them, and from the impresses made of
them, their children, or servants in the wars.

They further stated that if they failed of ‘redress, they should
be under the necessity of making application to Parliament, who
they hoped would take their sad condition into consideration, pro-
vide able ministers for them, New England having none such to
spare, or else transport them to some other place, their estates
being wasted, where they may live like Christians.

Such a bold and decisive measure at once awakened the fears
of the governor, and aroused the anger of the clergy. The former
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summoned them to appear and answer for this contumacious con-
duct, at the ‘bar of the court ; the latter, with their usual zeal
and intolerance, invoked the judgment of God upon the malig-
nants, who dared to impugn the saints, and threatened to slan-
der the elect by appealing to an English tribunal, the mem-
bers of which were under-a covenant of works. The inveteracy
_ of both justified the proceedings of the petitioners, and confirmed
them in the course they had resolved to pursue. The thunders
of the pulpit and the threats of the executive, though not equally
formidable, were both sufficient to terrify men of ordinary nerves.
The denunciations of the ministers were equivalent to excommu-
nication among a people who believed that salvation was not teo
be obtained beyond the pale of Puritanism ; and the frowns of a
court that held irresponsible power over life and property, and
believed it ‘was doing God serviee in freely exercising it, were not
to be encountered without terror. Instead of receiving redress,
they were required to answer for their-own conduct. They
humbly submitted that they had preferred no charges, but had
merely solicited a change, and requestetl a reform. The right to
petition was freely coneeded, with a mildness and meekness that
did honor to their Christian humility ; but they were informed
with great sternness that they had exceeded the bounds of that
invaluable privilege, and endangered the liberty of the people by
a licentious use of a constitutional right, and were accordingly
heavily fined in proportion to their ability. They then claimed
an appeal to the Commissioners for plantations, but they were
told that was an aggravation of their offense, inasmuch as it had
a tendency to lower the character of the conrt among the people,
and were therefore ordered to ﬁnd securities for their future good
behavior.

To submit te suthonty is the duty of all gﬂod subjects ; but to
obey without a murmur, when it is abused, is more than can be
expected from the infirmity of human nature. In the irritation
of the moment, sorme of the petitioners announced their intention
of proceeding to England, to lay their cemplaint before the Im-
perial Government. This fresh offense called for further coercive
measures, and a search-warrant was issued to seize and examine
their private papers. A memorial was found addressed to the
Earl of Warwick and the other members of the board, signed by
iwenty-three non-freemen for themselves and inany thousand
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more,* in which they stated, that from the pulpit they had been
reproached, and branded with the names of destrayers of churches
and commonwealths, called Hamans, Judases, sons of Korah,
&c., and the Lord entrcated to confound them, and the people
and magistrates stirred up, against them, by those who were too
forward to step out of their callings; in consequence of which
some of them had even been committed for refusing to give bonds
for two hundred. pounds, to abide by the sentence of the court;
- when all their crime was to petition, and they had publicly been
treated as malefactors, &c. They then proceed to pray :

1. For settled churches in Massachusetts according to the
Reformation of England.

2.-That the laws of England may be established.

3. That all English freeholders may enjoy such privileges as
in England, and the other plantations.

. 4. That a general governor, or some commissioners may be
. appointed, &e. -

. 6. That the oath of allegiance may be taken by all, and other
covenants which the Parliament shall think most convenient.

To this petition were appended certain queries :

Whether the patent of Massachusetts was confirmed by Par-
liament, and whether it was not necessary it should be ?

Whether the court may forfeit their charter, &c. ?

‘Whether, if treason be uttered in the pulpit, or in the court
and not questiofled, the court do not cousent, &ec.? '

Whether it be not high-treason, as well in New England as
in Ireland, to endeavor to subvert the fundamental laws of En-
gland, to take away the liberties of the English nation, to say
that Massachusetts is a free state, &c.?

Whether the oath of allegiance and the covenant be not bind-
ing there ?

‘Whether all Eng].lsh 1nha.h1tauts having lands, are not free-
men?

Whether the court hath power fo confine to prison, banish,
impose censures, impress persons and goods for an offensive
war, &e.? -

‘Whether the ministers may publicly vilify the Englmh nation,
laws, &ec. ; and not be questioned ?

* It is probable that the words * many thonsand more,” are about as accarate
a8 numbers, when spoken of in petitions, usually are,
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‘Whether the petitioners ought to be hindered settling in &
church way, according to the churches in England, &e.?

Good behavior is a term of extensive signification, and at that
period petitioning Parliament, whose jqrisdiction was not admit-
ted, was evidently a violation of the duty of an obedient subject.
The fine which had already been exacted from them, and the
dread of forfeiting the bonds into which they had entered, de-
terred them from further prosecuting their appeal until a more
favorable opportunity. Resistance to constituted authority, when
effectually defeated, necessarily strengthens the government it
was designed to overthrow; and one successful exercise of ar-
bitrary power naturally leads to another. Having repeatedly
stiffied remonstrance within, they could not endure open defiance
without their borders. Several of the inhabitants having re-
moved to Wethersfield, a place beyond the limits of Massachu-
setts, it was deemed prudent to assume jurisdiction, in order to
avoid the contamination of bad neighbors. At first some scru-
ples were entertained as to the legality of thus appropriating ter-
ritory to themselves, to which they admitted they had no right,
but & little reflection soon enabled them to overcome this diffi-
culty. It was thought advisable, if any objectien should here-
after be made by England to this presumptuous assumption of
power, to apply to her her own reasoning on the-subjéct of fealty,
by which they would have the advantage of both sides of the ar-
gudyent. When they left the mother country, they maintained
that allegiance was local and not general; obedience and protec-
tion being reciprocal ; while on the other hand, the crown law-
yers held that a man never could divest himself of this obliga-
tion, which accompanied him to the most remote parts of the
earth. Now protesting in their own case against this doctrine
of the English jurists, still it was fair, they said, to apply it to
those who believed it, for no one can be injured by submitting to
a law which he attempts to force on others, and which he asserts
to be obligatory on all. Assuming, therefore, that the emigrants
who had been inhabitants of the colony, and had taken ‘the
oath of fidelity to the commonwealth, were still bound by it,
though not residing within its limits, it was but right and
proper, that the State should on its part extend- to them its
protection and support. . They accordingly very quietly and
complacently assumed jurisdiction over the country, and issued
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the necessary commissions for its government and internal man-
agement.

The Puritans, who were subtle casuists, having authorized a
forcible entry’inte lénd that did not belong to them, and thus
enlarged their limits, soon found arguments for a similar exten-
sion, by seizing upon the possession of others on the ground that
they were intruders on the heritage of the Lord. A numbet of
persons, among whom was an obnoxious schismatic called Gorton,
holding different religious opinions from themeelves, and disliking
the tyrannical form of government at Massachusetts, purchased
lands from the Indians, beyond the boundaries of the colony, and
commenced a settlement, where they hoped to enjoy unrestricted
liberty of conscience. Possessing and enjoying, though usually
coupled together, are by no means synenymous terms. Fanaticism
is seldom enjoyed,  but amidst opposition or in the face of danger.
‘When unnoticed, it becomes torpid, and expires for want of suf-
ficient excitement to preserve vitality. It is generally a compound
of ignorance and vanity; one fades from view in the light of
knowledge, and neglect is a sure and certain specific for the other.

The Governmeut were not willing to await the natural death
of this ephemeral heresy. It was deemed necessary to crush it
in its infancy. The limits of the State to which they had ad-
hered with such pertinacity when threatened with encroachment,
proved no protection to those who lived beyond them. A party
was sent against the emigrants, who carried them all prisoners
to Boston, drove off their cattle, which they sold to pay the ex-
pense of the expedition, and effectually destroyed the settlement.
When brought before the court, it was in vain the captives
pleaded Yo its jurisdiction, and maintained that not being in-
habitants of Massachusetts, they were not amenablc to its au-
thority. The justices informed them that they had violated the
Divine law, though they did not condescend to produce the corn-
mission that authorized them to-punish its infraction ; they con-
tented themselves with ordering them to plead instanter to the
following extraordinary accusation: “ Upon much examination,
and serious consideration of your writings, we do charge you to be
a blasphemous enemy of the true religion of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and His holy ordinances, also of civil authonty among the peopla
of God, and particularly in this jurisdiction.”

They were all found guilty, and sentenced to be dispersed in
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the several towns, and to be well ironed and set to work. It
was further ordered, if any of them attempted to escape, or re-
peated, either verbally or in writing, their heretical doctrines, or
reproached the Church or the.Civil Government, upon proof
thereof they were to suffer death. Now, that intercourse between
the mother country and the colony had become so frequent (two_
hundred and ninety-eight ships having arrived gince the first
settlement), these violent proceedings could not long remain con-
cealed. Vigorous measures were immediately adopted for reducing
the people to subjection, and preventing disorderly emigration.
Orders were issued to the Wardens of the cinque-ports, not to
allow any subsidy men to embark for the plantatiens without
license, nor any persons under that degree, without proper evi-
dence that they had taken the oaths of supremacy and allegiance.
The Grand Council of Plymouth, from whom Massachusetts
had derived its title, was called upon to explain its conduct rela-
tive to the transfer of territory it had made to the colony of "
Massachusetts. This association, consisting of the first nobility
and gentry in England, immediately resignedrits Charter, deolar-
ing, ** that the Puritan patentees having surreptitiously obtained
from the Crown a confirmation of their grant of the soil, had not
only excluded them from the public goyernment of the’corpora-
tion, but had made themselves a free people, and for such held
themselves at present, framing new conceits of religion, and new
form of geclesiastical and temporal government, punishing divers
that would not approve thereof, some by whipping, dnd others by
burning their houses, and some by banishinent, under other pre-
tenses indeed, yet for no other cause, save only to make themselves
absolute masters of the country, and uncontrollable in their new
laws.” * Buch were the reasons which reduced the Council of
Plymouth to the necessity of requesting * their sovereign” to take
the whole business into his own hands. An order also issued to
the Attomey-General to bring a guo warrasto against the oor-
* Buch a serious charge bas great names to suatain it:

Lord Georges, President. Lord Maltravers.
Captain Mason, Vice President. Lord Aléxander.
Marquis of Hamilton. : : Bir Ferdinand Georges.
Earl of Arundel and Surrey. Bir Kenelm Digby.
Earl of Southampton. . Bir Robert Mansel.
Earl of Lindsey. 8ir Henry Spelman.
Earl of Carlisle. . 8ir James Baggs.

Earl of Stirling. + Mr. Montague.
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poration of Massachusetts. An enlarged plan for a general
government of New England was devised, and as a preliminary
step, Sir Ferdinando Georges was nomlnn.ted to the supreme
command.

As soon as the colonists were. apprised of this measure, they
prepared to counteract it. The ministers, whom no test could
bind, and who were ever foremost in opposing the-king’s au-
thority, were convened by the magistrates, and appealed to for
advice, under the endearing appellation of the Fathers of the
Country. - They accordingly assembled at Boston from all the
various townships, ‘and the question was formally submitted to
them : “ What is to be done if a Governor-General be sent over 1"
They unanimously advised that the colony ought not to accept
him, but to defend its lawful possession if able, otherwise to avoid
or protract. To have insured obedience, would have required an
army, and the king now needed all the forces he could muster to
defend himself. The plan therefore failed for want of means.

During all this time, Massachusetts was herself convulsed with
religious diflerenges, which, like those in England, ]ed to the
planting of new colonies.

Connecticut, Providence, New Haven, and other settlements,
were founded by those who complained of persecution for con-
science sake. It is not my intention to give any account of these
controversies, nor of the prinqipa] actors in them, as they do not
legitimately fall within the ecope of this work; but their migra-
tions are remarkable, as emanations from the parent colony, the
people of which, though diflering in matters of faith from the
refugees, agreed with them in political opinions. Following the
example of Massachusetts, they all formed constituencies for
themselves, based on mutual compact, and the broad foundation
of popular rights. Each established a little separate republic.
Thus their disgensions, no less than their consort, tended to spread
their democratic principles, which were so soon to be adopted by
the whole population of the Continent. - Extending their settle-
ments, however, temporally exposed them to new danger, by
bringing them in contact with distant and hostile tribes of
Indians, which compelled them te unite in a general confedera-
tion, and attack the enemies in their own country. Contests
with the savages, like their intestine disputes on points of doctrine,
I must also pass over, for the same reason. But it is important
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to note, that in the Pequod ecampaign, they exercised one of the
highest acts of sovereign power, that of making war, as they had
previously done by entering into a treaty of alliance and com-
merce with another people.

The expedition commenced with senseless bigotry, and termin-
ated with unrelenting cruelty. When the troops were mustered,
a most alarming discovery was made, that a great many, both of
the' officers and men, were under a covenant of works, and it was
necessary to delay operations until the army could be purified
from the pollution arising from such unsanctified and desperately
wicked heretics. The promise which was given them of old in
Scripture, and .especially referred to by the Puritans of New
England, “* Ask of me, and I will give thee the heathen for thine
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy posses-
sion,” could not, they said, be deemed to include men so lost in
error as these Antinomians and Familists. After much fasting
and prayer, and some expulsions and admonitions, the preachers
pronounced them in a fit state to proceed, and foretold the result
with that confidence with which victory may always be predicted,
when the bow and the arrow alone are opposed to fire-arms.
They were accompanied by a minister who was desirous of pre-
gerving that- purity of doctrine he had so much difficulty of
infusing into them, and of “ rejoicing his heart,” as he said, “ by
seeing those that dwell in the wilderness bow before him, and his
enemies lick the dust.”

It is a great relief to be spared the task of recording the details
of this dreadful massacre of & whole tribe, that mustered a thou-
sand warriors, equal to the bést and bravest of the whole Ameri-
can continent. Bancroft, who seems proud of the prowess of the
Puritans, thul sums up this “ glorious exploit.” After describing
in glowing colors the defeat of the main body, he says: “The
rest were pursued into their hiding-places.* Every wigwam was

* In “Thatcher's History of the Town of New Plymouth,” p. €5, is an account
of a barbarous dged, committed by Captain SBtandish, under the sanction of the
Governor. He and four others fell on an equal number of Indians, whom he had
decoyed into a house, and slew them all. Cutting off the head of the chief, and
carrying it back in triumph, he set it up on a pole in the town as a terror to this
people, whom they were pleased to call savages. When their worthy pastor,
whom they had left at Leyden, heard of it, he wrote to the Church, ' that he
doubted whether there was not wanting that tenderness of the life of man,

made after God's image, that was meet,” adding, “it wounld bave been happy
if they had converttd soine before they had killed any.”
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burned, every settlement was broken up, every corn-field laid
waste ; there remained not a sarrup, nor squaw, nor child, nor
warrior of the Pequod name. A nation had disappeared from
the family of men."”

The alarm of the colonists, arising from the interference of the
king and his governor-general, and their fears relative to their
charter, soon gave place to hopes that Royalty and Episcopacy
would ere long cease to exist in England. The unfortunate mon-
arch had now to struggle for his life and his throne, and Mas-
sachusetts was suffered to enjoy her independence undisturbed,
and lay the foundation of those institutions which in time to
come were to support, and maintain the great American republic.
The cost of New- England colonization so far, has been estimated
at two hundred and fifty thousand pounds, a great sum for those
times, but probably short of the truth. Already there' existed,
east of the Hudson, twelve independent democratic communities,
comprising not less than fifty towns, or distinct settlements; but
a consolidation took place soon after, by which the inconvenience
resulting from so many separate ;unudmt:ons was remedied by
reducing them fo sl.:



CHAPTER VI.

The Colony exercises Bovereignty in external Affairs—Confederates with Cop-
necticut, New Haven, and Plymouth—Terms of Confederation—E ffects of it
in America—Commissioners of the United Colonies receive a Diplomatic

- Agent from Acadie, and the Goyernor-General of Canada sends an Envoy to
the Bwedish Governor on the Delaware, and negotiates with the Dutch on
the Hudson—M husetts. coins Money—State of the Colony —Parliament
exempts New England from Taxes—The People resolve not to ask Favors of
Parliament—Decline to send Delegates ta the Assembly of Ministers at
‘W estminister—8ir Harry Vane advocates their Gause—Parliament exempta
them from certain Duties—Prerogative Claims—Sale Control of Colonies—
“Bketch of its Origin—Idea of Navigation Laws, suggested by James  L—
General Court calls in the Aid of the Elders, and deliberates on the Bubject of
Parliamentary Control, and refuses to submit—They r trate with the

House of Commons, and obtain a favorable Answer,
. -~

‘WE have now arrived at a period in the history of this little
commonwealth in which we may clearly trace the .origin of the
federal union of the several States of the great republic. We
have shown that the people maintained that their institutions
were established by the free consent, and for the benefit of all ;
that the country was their own, and that no man had a right to
enter it without their permission ; that they had full and ample
power of governing, by men chesen from among themselves,
according to such laws as they should see fit to enact, provided
that they were not repugnant to those of England ; that they

held thé keys of the territory ; were entitled to prescribe terms of

naturalization to all noviciates; and further that they were only
subject to the king according to the charter, and not otherwise.
In short, they insisted that to all intents and purposes they were
independent, except as restrained by the terms of their compact.
This claim was illustrated by their acts; hitherto they had
sustained it by the manner they managed their internal affairs.
In one or two instances, as we have seen, they showed a disposi-
tion to exert external sovereignty also. This intention was now
boldly avowed -and openly acted upon ; Massachuseits this year
(19th May, 1643) entered into “a firm and perpetual league,”
offensive and defensive, with the provinces of Plymouth, Con-
necticut, and New Haven, under the designation of the United
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Colonies of New England. All these were rigidly Puritanical.
Rhode Island was rejected under the pla.us:ble pretext of being
within the jurisdiction of Plymouth, but in reahty because she
indulged the inhabitants with more toleration in religious opinions -
than Massachusetts approved.

The substance of the agreement is as follows : ®

“ Each colony to retain a distinct and separaté jurisdiotion, no
two to. join in one jurisdiction without the consent of the whole,
and no other to be received into. the confederacy without the like
tonsent.

“ Upon notice from three magistrates of any colony of an inva-
sion, the rest shall immediately send aid, Massachusetts one
hundred, and each of the rest forty-five men; and if a greater
number be necessary, the Commissioners to-meet and determine
upon it. Two delegates from each Government, being Church
members, to meet annually the first Monday in September, the
first meeting to be held at Boston, then at Hartford, New
Haven, and Plymouth, and so yearly, m that order, saving that
two sittings successively be held at Boston. All matters wherein
six shall agree to be binding upon the whole ; but if the majority
be under that number, the matter in question to be referred to
the General Court, and ‘not to be’obligatory unless the whole
agree o it.

“A President for preserving order to be chosen by the Com-
missioners annually out of their number.

“The Commissioners shall have power to establish laws or
rules of & civil nature, and of general concern for the conduct of
the inhabitants, viz., relating to their behavior toward the In-
dians, to fugitives from one colony to another, and the like.

* No colony to engage in war, except upon a sudden exigency,
and in that case to be avoided as much as possible, without tha
consent of the whole.

“If a meeting be summoned npon any extraordmary occasion,
and the whole number of Commissioners do not assemble, any
four who shall meet may determine upon-a war, when the caze
will not admit of a delay, and send for the -proportion of men
agreed upon out of each jurisdiction, but not less than six shall
determine the justice of the war, or have power to settle bills of
exchange, or make_levies for the same.

* Bee Hutchinson, vol. i. p. 124.
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“If a colony break an article of the agreement, or any way in-
jure another, the matter shall be considered and determined by
the Commissioners of the other provinces.”

The unity of action obtained by this treaty, the respect the
Court of Commissioners maintained and enforced, not only within
their own jurisdiction, but with their French, Dutch, and Indian
neighbors, and the weight and influence they enjoyed among all
the inhabitants of this Continent, first suggested the Congress, and
then the Federal Government of the present day. .

It was a bold step to take without the assent of a higher
authority, but the intestine troubles of England Ieft her but little
time to inquire into matters that sank into insignificance, when
compared with the momentoue struggles in which she was en-
gaged, and it was suffered to" pass either without notice or. with-
out rebuke.- i

This union subsisted until 1686, and presented a great obsta-
cle in the way of adjusting every dispute between the mother
country and the colonies, as the Commissioners ever counseled a .
firm opposition to what they called prerogative encroachment.
‘When disobedience was unsafe, they recommended delay; and
when remonstrance was unavailing, they advised resistance.
But they never ceased to deny the rights, and impugn the mo-
tives of the parent state, ungraciously regarding concessions as
marks of weakncss, and perversely constructing every refusal into
an act of despotism. It mainly contributed to foster the feelings
that subsequently ripened into rebellion. It illustrated the vast
power of numbers and unity, the advantage that disaffection de-
rives from centralization, and the easy and simple manner in
which a federal combination of a few plantations may be made
to adapt itself to any given number of States.

A similar institution is recommended for the remaining British
provinces. It is easy to foresee that a repetition of the experi-
ment will produce a like result. The very extensive powers
thus assumed by the confederation placed the united colonies in
the situation of a sovereign and independent nation. One of its
first acls was to receive a diplomatic agent from the French
Governor of Acadie, a district of New France that comprised the
territory now subdivided into Nova Scotia and New Brunswick,
with whom they entered into a treaty of peace and commerce,
which was executed and ratified with the usual formalities. A
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chargé d'affaires was also received and accredited by the repub-
lic from the Governor-General of Canada on behalf of the King
of France, and negotiations were entered into for reciprocal free-
dom of trade, and for an offensive and defensive alliance between
the two high contracting parties, which alone failed of success
from a dread on the part of Massachusetts of drawing down upon
her the resentment of the Indian tribes. They also sent an en-
voy to the Swedish, commandant on the Delaware, and opened a
correspondence with the Dutch settlement on the Hudson.

Nothing now remained but to-exercise the prerogative of an
independent mint, to complete the usual attributes of sovereignty,
and this was ventured upon without hesitation in 1652, when
three sorta of silver coins, severally of the value of a shilling, six-
pence, "and thrgepenca, were ordered to be struck off in large
quantities. This money bore on the face of it no reference what-
ever to the mother country, and no recognition of the ruling
power there. It was essentially American. By order of the
court, each piece was encircled by a double ring, having the in-
seription, Massachusetts, with a native tree (pine), emblematical
of the country on one side, and the words “ New England™ and
the year of our Lord' on the other.* A large sum was thus
struck off and put into circulation, and the right was exercised
for a period of thirty years, although the coins for. an obvious
reason bore the same date.

The change that had now taken place in the affairs of the
king, damped the ardor of emigration, in proportion as the pros-
pect increased, that the whole nation would shortly be subjected

* The excuse for this coinage was even more*modest than the act itself. Bir
Thomas Temple, who had resided several years in New England; and was him-
self a Puritan, gave the king a most extraqrdinary version'of it. After the res-
toration, when he returned to England, the king sent for him, and discoursed
with him on the state of Massachusetts, and discovered great warmth againit

- that colony. Among other things, he said they had invaded his prerogative by
coining money. Bir Thomas, who was a real friend to the colony, told his maj-
eaty that the colonists had but little acquaintance with law, and that they
thought it no crime to make money for their own use: In the course of the
conversation, Bir Thomas took some of the money out of his pocket, and pre-
sented it to the king. .On one side of the coin was a pine-tree, of that kind
which is thick and bushy at the top. Charles asked what tree that was. Bir
Thomas informed him it was the royal-oak, which preserved his majesty's life.
This account of the matter brought the king into good-humor, and disposed him
to hear what Bir Thomas had to say in their favor, calling them B parcel of
honest dogs.”—Hist. Col., vol. vi1. p. 220.
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to the rule of the saints. But enough had been done to lay the
foundation of a powerful republic.

After the first indispensable wants of the people had been at-
tended to, industry was directed to commerce and navigation, and
a very profitable exchange .took place, between the traders of
Massachusetts and the planters of the West Indies, of the pro-
ductions of tlhieir respective countries. In little more than ten
years, fifty towns and villages, and between thirty and forty
churches had been built, and some attempts had been made in
manufacturing cotton. If. they had reason to be gratified at
the contemplation of their affairs at home, they saw with un-
disguised delight the triumph of their party in England. The
Parliament contained many friends who were most anxious to
further their views in any way in their power. Nor was it long
hefore they received a substantial mark of its favor. In 1642 it
passed an ordinance for their encouragement, by freeing them
from “taxation either inwards or outwards, in- this kingdom or
America, till the House take further order thereon to the contrary.”

During the same session it established & council for the colo-
nies, similar to that of 1635, which entered immediately on its
duties, and uniting Providence and Rhode Island into one gov- -
ernment, gave it a pafent. of incorporation containing the usual
clause, that its enactments should not be repugnant to.the laws
of England. These favors they were willing to receive whenever
they could be granted unasked, or at all events not qpenly solicit-
ed, so much appearance of reserve did they think ‘it necessary to
maintain, in order that the dependence on the Imperial Legisla-
ture, or its right to control them, could not be inferred from their
acts. *“Upon the great liberty,” says Winthrop,* * which the
king had left the Parliament, some of our friends there wrote to us
advice to solicit for. us in Parliament, giving us hopes that we
might obtain mach. But consulting about it, we declined the mo-
tion for this consideration, that if we should put ourselves under their
protection, we must then be subject to all such laws as they should
make, or at least, such as they might impose upon us.”" So anx-
ious were they to keep themselves totally distinct from the juris-
diction of any exterior tribunal whatever, that when the assembly
of preachers at Westminster sent for three of their ministers to -

* Winthrop, vol. 11. p. 25.
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join them in their deliberations, they declined the invitation on
the ground that “if the churches of New England appeared theve
by their representatives, great exception might be taken to the
building after a model of their own making.” Among their
friends in the House of Commons, was Sir Harry Vane, who
gome years previously had visited Massachusetts, and from his
sanctified manner, high professions, and demure appearance, was
elected Governor, but his intrigning disposition, and fondmess for
theological controversy, soon involved him and the whole commu-
nity in violent altercation. Hutchinson calls him an inexperi-
enced but obstinate and self-sufficient man, and the people became
so dissatisfied with his conduct, that they not only refused to re-
elect hirn the following year, but would not even choose him as
an assistant, and passed a law that no man should be eligible in
future for the office of chief magistrate, until he had resided at
least twelve months in the country.

Notwithstanding the disgust he felt at his defeat, as he was
not very cordial with thiose with whom he was now acting (for
his temper was go intractable as to render his support and his
opposition equally precarious and dangerous), he procured, at the
intercession of some of his old adherents in Boston, what protec-
tion ke could for them. It was probably owing to his influence
that the Commons again in 1645 and 1646 extended to them
relief from imposts for three years, provided their productions
were transported in English ships, and in the following year ex-
empted all goods. that should be exported to the plantation from
custom duties.

The weakness of the sovereign, and the importance of the in-
terests at stake, now invited the interference of Parliament in the
affairs of the colonies. Originally the king had claimed the ex-
clusive right to legislate for them. One of the earliest acts in
reference to America was passed in the reign of Edward VI. re-
lating to Newfoundland, but this was not suffered to operate as
a precedent. Queen Elizabeth, ever watchful of her prerogative,
claimed the exclusive right to all countries discovered by her sub-
jects. The first charter conferred upon an English colony was
granted to Sir Humphry Gilbert, and its ample powers disclose
the ideas of the age, with respect to the nature of such settle-
ments. She vested in him in perpetuity the full right of proper-
ty in the soil of those countries of which he should take posses-

D
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sion, to be held of the Crown of England by homage, or payment
of one-fifth of the gold and silver ore found there. * She confer-
red upon him the complete jurisdiction and royalties, as well ma-
rine as other, within the said lands and seas thereunto adjoining ;
and as the common safety and interests of the people would ren-
der good government necessary in their new settlements, she gave
him his heirs and assigns, full power to convict, punish, pardon,
govern, and rule, as well in causes capital or criminal as civil,
both marine and other, according to such statutes, laws and ordi-
nances, as shall be by him, his hejirs and assigns, devised and es-
tablished for their better government.” She declared that all
who settled there, should have and enjoy all the free privileges of
free denizens and natives of England, any law, custom, or usage
to the contrary notwithstanding ; and finally she prohibited all
persons from attempting to settle within two hundred leagues of
any place which Sir Humphrey Gilbert or h.m associates shuuld
have occupied durmg the space of six years.”

James, pursuing the same course as his predecessor, took the
whole management of American affairs into his own hands. In
1621, when the Commons introduced a bill for a free fishery on
the coast of Virginia and New England, they were informed,
“that those countries ought to be regarded as the king’s, since
they were acquired by conquest, and that not being yét annexed
to the crown, hie Majesty may govern such new plantations as
he shall see fit.” To which it was answered, * that the royal
prerogative is not impeached by the present measure, since what
is done ‘here is done by the king himself, who hath a negative;
that those territories being holden of the Manor of East Green-
wich are as much annexed to the crown as it ; and we may make
laws here for Virginia and New England, because if the king
and lords assent to the act it will control the patent.” The
royal prerogative in matters of trade, aided and enlarged the
power assumed and possessed over plantations. To the exclusive
right to give a Charter, therefore, was added a discretionary pow-
er to license emigration, to permit the exportation of merchandise,
and to grant exemption from imports for a limited time.

It was in the exercise of this authority that James I. laid the
foundation of the celebrated navigation act, by trying the experi-
ment of its principle on a small scale in tho trade of Virginia.
The planters, having in 1621, sent their tobacco to Flushing and
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other ports, the king issued an order ““ that no tobacco or other
production of the colonies shall be carried into foreign parts, till
they are first landed in England, and the custome paid : for to
suffer a traffic of that kind is as inconsistent with the view of
settling Virginia as with the honor of the State.”

But the House of Commons, whose power was daily increasing,
having taken upon itself to interfere in the affairs of the Ameri-
can provinces, a new source of dread arose in the minds of the
emigrants: for to their apprehensions of the king and the hier-
archy, was now added .that of the Parliament. Still they could
not but congratulate themselves (if such a control was inevitable)
on their good fortune in having escaped from its effects until the
present most auspicious time for its exercise. Tt was very far;
however, from their intention to acquiesee in the right, for they
equally denied the jurisdiction of all three. Among the innova-
tions, that were contemplated, was a proposition to recall the old
and grant & new and more perfect Charter. The General Court
met for the purpose of considering the subject, which was deemed
of such vital importance as to call for the aid of the Elders, who
were accordingly convened to assist in their deliberations. The
result of their conference was, as Parliament claimed “ a supreme
power in all things,” not to accept a new patent ; for that would
imply a resignation of the old one, and they resolved ; “if they
shall be less inclinable to us, we must wait upon Providence for
the preservation of our just libertics.” .

At that time it was the creed of every Puritan in the colony
that if ** the king or any party from him, shall attempt any thing
against the commonwealth,” it was the duty of the people “ to
spend estate, and life, and all, without scruple, in its defense;
that if the Parliament itsell should hereafter be of a malignant
spirit, then, if the province have sufficient strength, it may with-
stand any authority from them to its hurt.” Massachusetts went
even so far-as to call herself Republica Perfecta, “ a perfect re-
public.” Acting under these strong impressions, they remon-
strated in most decided terms with the House of Commons (which
had under its consideration the appeal of the petitioners 1 referred
to in the last chapter) against any power of supervision. An
order from England they say, is “ prejudicial to our chartered lib-
erties and to our well-being in this remote part of the world.
Times may be changed, for all things here below are subject to
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variety, and other princes and parliaments may arise. Let not
succeeding generations have cause to lament and say: ‘ England
sent our fathers forth with happy liberties which they enjoyed
many years, notwithstanding all the enmity and opposition of
the prelacy and other potent adversaries, and yet these liberties
were lost at the season when England itself recovered its own.’
We rode out the dangers of the sea, shall we perish in port ?
‘We have not admitted appeals to your authority, being assured
they can not stand with the liberty and power granted us by our
Charter, and would be destructive to all government.

“These considerations are not new to the High Court of Par-
liament, the records whereof bear witness of the wisdom and
faithfulness of our ancestors in that great Council who, in those
times of darkness, when they acknowledged a supremacy in the
Roman Bishops, in all causes ecclesiastical, yet would not allow
appeals to Rome. The wisdom and experience of that great
Council, the English Parliament, are more able to prescribe rules
of government, and judge causes, than such poor rustics as a
wilderness can breed up, yet the vast distance between England
and thess parts abates the virtue of the strongest influences.
Your councils and judgments can neither be so well-grounded,
nor so seasonably applied, as might either be useful to us, or safe
for yourselves, in your discharge in the great day of account. If
any miscarriage shall befall us when we have the government in
our own hands, the State of England shall not answer for it.

“ Continue your favorable aspect to these infant plantations,
that we may still rejoice and bless our God under your shadow,
and be there still nourished with the warmth and dew of Heaven.
Confirm our liberties, discountenance our enemies, the disturbers
of our peace, under pretense of our injustice. A gracious testi-
mony of your wonted favor will oblige us and our posterity.”

The Committee of the House was favorable to them. They
felt a lively. interest in New England, not merely on acoount of
its being the first-fruit of Puritanism, but because in the eventful
times in which they lived it was not impossible it might yet be-
come an asylum for themselves. “ We encourage,” they said,
“ no appeals from your justice, we leave you all the freedom and
latitude that may in any respect be duly claimed by you.”



CHAPTER VII.

Massachusetts, with the Hebels in England—Proclamation against the King's
Party—Hugh Peters sent to England to urge on the Rebellion—Cromwell
appoints him his Chaplain, and presents him with a C ission of a Colonel
in the Army—His favorite Text in Execution—The Provincials decline to use
the names of the Keepers of the Liberties of England in Official Papers, or
to renew their Charter—They also refuse to take part in the War between
England and Holland—Condact of the Virginians after the King's Death, con-
trasted with theirs—Trade with Virginia forbidden—Admiral Ascue sent to
reduce the Loyalista to Obedience—Puritans of Massachusetts flatter the
Parliament, and approve Cromwell's Bhare in the Death of the King—He
offers them Jamaica, or confiscated Estates in Ireland—Reasons for declin-
ing—Arrival of the Regicides, Goffe and Whalley—Their Reception and His-
tory—Pretended Search for them—Condact of Virginia at the Death of Crom-
well, contrasted with that of Massachusetts—Extraordinary Letter of the
General Conrt to Charles II.—The King proclaimed—People forbidden to
drink his Health,

TraroUGHOUT the whole period of the Civil War, which finally
ended in the captivity and death of Charles I., the colonists
warmly and deeply sympathized with the Puritan rebels and
saintly murderers of the unhappy monarch. Some of the more
zealous and active spirits returned to their native land to join in
the work of the brethren, and those who anxiously watched the
progress of events at a distance, gave consolation and encourage-
ment to the volunteers who departed in this holy cause. *If
thy brother entice thee to serve other gods,” they said, * thou
shalt surely put him to death.” * For speaking lies in the name
of the Lord, his father shall thrust him through when he prophe-
sieth.” But the issue of human affairs is in Ilis hands, who
alone directs them and as no one can tell.- what a day may bring
forth, prudence dictated a simulated neutrality of conduct in their
public acts. Accordingly, the following extraordinary proclama-
tion was issued by the Governor : “ Whereas the civil war and.
dissensions in our native eountry, through the seditions words and
carriages of many evil-affected persons, cause divisions in many
places of government in America, some professing themselves for
the king, and others for the Parliament, not considering that the
Parliament themselves profess that they stand for the king and
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Parliament against malignant Papists and delinquents in that
kingdom ;

«“It is therefore ordered, that what person soever shall by
word, writing, or action, endeavor to disturb our peace, directly
or indirectly, by drawing a party, under pretense thai he is for
the King of England and such as join with him against the
Parliament, shall be accounted as an offender of a high nature
against the commonwealth, and to be proceeded with either cap-
itally or otherwise, according to the guality and degree of his
offcnse. Provided always that this shall not be extended against
any merchant strangers and shipmen that come hither merely for
matters of trade or merchandise, albeit they should come from
any of those parts that are in the hands of the king, and such as
adhere to him against the Parliament ; carrying themselves here
quietly, and free from railing or nourishing any faction, meeting,
or sedition among us as aforesaid.” _

Nothing can be more impartial than the recital which applies
to both sides, and nothing better calculated to eflect its object,
than the enacting clause, had it not been for a slight omission of
one of the contending parties. Had this document ever been
called in question in after days, no doubt it could easily have
been shown to have originated in a mistake of the clerk, or in an
error of the press.

‘While the civil war was in full progress, a parliamentary
ordinance appointed the Earl of Warwick “ Governor in Chief
and Lord High Admiral of all thgse islands and plantations in-
habited, planted, and belonging to any of his Majesty’s the King
of England’s subjects, within the bounds and upon the coast of
America,” to be assisted by a council, composed of five peers,
the Earls of Pembroke and Manchester, Viscount Say and Sele,
Lords Wharton and Roberts, and twelve members of the House
of Commons, among whom were Sir Harry Vane, late Governor
of Massachusetts, Samuel Passall, one of the original patentees
of that colony, Hazelrig, Pym, and Cromwell. This Board, a
preity close imitation of the late royal commission, of which Laud
had been the head, was authorized * to provide for, order, and dis-
pose all things which they shall from time to time find most fit
and advantageous to the well-governing, securing, strengthening,
and preserving of the said plantations, and chiefly to the preserva-
tion of the true Protestant religion among the said planters and
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inhabitants, and the further spreading and advancement of the
Gospel of Christ among those that yet remamed there in great
and miserable blindness and ignorance.” They were also au-
thorized to appoint, at pleasure, ““ all such subordinate governors,
counselors, commanders, and officers as they shall judge to be
best atlected, and most fit and serviceable.” But, as to any par-
ticular plantations, they might, if they saw fit, depute to them
any or all of the above granted powers.

Republicanism was- still further advanced in the colonies by
this Board. They gave to the noted Roger Williams a charter,
including the ®hores and istands of Narraganset Bay, west of
Plymouth, and south of Massachusetts, as far as the Pequod river
and country, to be known as Providence Plantation, with author-
ity to the inhabitants *to rule themselves” as they should find
“most suitable.”” This patent was, to all intents and purposes,
a grant of independence. Similarity of religious and political
sentiment, as well as gratitude for favors received, and hopes for
the future, led the Geéneral Court to aid the revolutionary party
in every way that was compatible with the possible contingency
of a restoration. They accordingly-set apart a day nominally for
prayer, but, in fact, for thanksgiving, for the glad tidings from En-
gland. Three agents, at the head of whom was the notorious Hugh
Peters, the pastor of Salem, were sent there *“ to promote the in-
terest of reformation, by stirring up the war, and driving it on.”

For this task, no man could be better qualified than Peters.
Having been expelled from Cambridge, for irregularity of con-
duct, ‘he became a constant frequenter- of the theatres, and led a
diseolute life among the actors. Mistaking disgust and satiety—
the inevitable consequence of debauchery—for repentance, he re-
formed his habits, applied himself to theological studies, and was
ordained by the.Bishop of London. But such is the effect of
early dissipation, that the témptations of the town, increased by
abstinence, overpowered hinr again; and, having been detected
in a most flagitious offense, he fled to Holland, to :_wo_id the pun-
ishment of the Civil and Ecclesiastical Courts. He did not quit
the Church from conscientious scruples, but because he had
violated his vows, and offended against the laws of both God and
man. Like many others in all ages, he resorted to hypocrisy as
a cloak for his guilt, and was received by the Puritans as a
“brand plucked from the fire.” The buffoonery of his manner,
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and his singular power of modulating his voice, which he had
acquired on the stage, rendered him a most popular preacher.*
To these qualifications he added another of no less importance—
a thorough hatred of royalty and episcopacy. His instructions
from the General Court were either verbal, as being too dangerous
1o be recorded, or purposely destroyed after the Restoration, as
they can not now be found ; but their sanguinary nature appears
abundantly in his trial.. Such being his popular talents, and
such his errand, he was welcomed by Cromwell with open arms,
who created him his own chaplain, and presented him with the
commission of a colonel in the army, saying, at the same time,
that he always found those who excelled in prayer made the best
soldiers.

The favorite text of the colonial delegate and divine but too
plainly indicated the object for which he crossed the ocean:
“ With high praises in our mouths, and a two-edged sword in
our hands, we are to execule judgment upon the heathen, and
punishments upon the people; to bind their kings with chains,
and their nobles with fetters of iron.”

When the unhappy monarch was brought a prisoner to Lon-
don, Peters was his jailer, for which office his savage temper and
offensive manners were considered as the best qualifications.
‘Whether he was one of the masked headsmen is involved in
some obscurity. Mr. White Kennet says, that he was generally
suspected to have been one, and a man of the name of Hulet the
other. In publicly returning thanks for being permitted to share
in the awful scene, he exulted, as he said, with Simeon : * Laord,
now lettest Thou Thy servant depart .in peace, for mine eyes
have-seen Thy salvation.” His conduct at his own execution
has been variously represented. Burnet, in his * History of his
Own Times,” says: “ That he was the most sunken in spirits of
any of the regicides. He had not the honesty to repent, nor the
strength of mind to suffer for his crime. He was observed to be
constantly drinking some cardial liquors to keep him from faint-

* In those days the hour-glass often found a place in the pulpit. ' In a likeness
of him, prefixed to his life, he is represented as tarning one, and saying to his
congregation, * I know you are good fellows, stay and take another glass.

t For want of excitement, Peters’' zeal amaong his parishioners at Salem was
observed to have greatly cooled before be sailed on this mission. He had sup-
pressed the weekly lecture there, to enable him to prosecute scheines for the
fisheries, and for ship-building.
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ing.” Equally respectable authorities say, that he met his fate .
with firmness and resolution. The former version has probability
8o recommend it. Harrison and others were enthusiasts, who
thought they were acting in obedience to the will of Heaven, of
which they believed that they were the chosen instruments.
However much they deluded themselves, it was at all events
their firm-conviction, and they had the honest support of a mis-
guided conscience to sustain them in their last moments, while
their courage as men had too often been exhibited to admit of a
doubt. Peters, on the other hand, so far from having been
trained in the rigid school of Puritan morals, was nurtured in
profligacy, and adopted the tenets of the Congregationalists, not
because he believed-them, but that they afforded him an asylum
when expelled from all respectable society. It is not improbable,
therefore, that like most ruffians he was a coward.*

But much as the Provincials sympathized with the Parlia-
ment, and firmly as they believed that Providence had sanc-
tionted their undertaking, and crowned their arms with success,
they thought their own prayers had been equally heard, and their
cause no less blessed, and that their little republic was as much
their own, as the greater one was the heritage of the transat-
lantic-saints. Accordingly, when admonished that all process in
the local courts should be in the name of the keepers of the liber-
ties of England, and that the powers then in being should be
acknowledged by a renewal of their charter, they adopted the
prudent course of maintaining silence and delay, as better suited
to their purpose than open defiance ; and continued the forms to
which they had been accustomed, without too broadly asserting
their rights on the orte hand, or apologizing for their disobedience
on the other. They observed the same reserve afterward, when
Cromwell transmitted a ratified treaty with Holland as to the
boundaries of New England, and the Dutch colony on the Hud-
gon. They declined to exchange it with the governor of that
province, informing him that such a formality was unnecessary,
as the line indicated on it was one which they had always held,
and by which they were still willing to abide.

" Shortly afterward they assumed a still more decided attitude.
When a rupture took place in Europe between England and
* His widow, who remained in New England, was allowed a pension of

thirty pounds per annum from his friends and admirers in Massachusetts.
p¥
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Holland, they informed Cromwell that they did. not consider
it necessary for them to eémbroil themselves in hostilities a8
a necessary consequence of European wars, and very quietly
continued ‘to maintain, as before, friendly relations with their
Belgic neighbors. Upon being again pressed upon the subjeet,
and requested to join in an expedition he had sent for the reduc-
tion of the Manhattan settlements, they pleaded scruples of con-
science as te embarking in foreign wars, and stated it was more
agreeable to the Gospel -of Peace, which they professed, and
safest for the provinces, to forbear the use of the sword; but to
show their respect for his Highness the Protector, and their grat-
itude to God. for having raised him to supreme authority, that all
the churches may find rest, they gave permission to the com-
manders of his forces to enlist five hundred volunteers within
the state, provided the said recruits were severally free from
legal disabilities. Although they had thus artfully evaded com-
pliance with his order in a matter that would have established-a
dangerous precedent, they cheerfully admitted the lawfulness of
his power in the mother country, and a day was set apart for.
public thanksgiving t6 Divine Providence * for the hopeful estab-
lishment of a government in England.” -

Much stress has been laid in this work on the importance to
be attached to the character and feeling of the early settlers of a
country, and the necessity of giving due weight to such a consid-
eration is well illustrated by the different conduct at this critical
period of Massachusetts, which was peopled by Puritans, and
Virginia and other colonies, o which Churchmen and the friends
of the morarchy resorted. We have seen that the former dis-
countenanced the royal partisans within her borders, and sent
agents to England with secret instructions to forward the rebel-
lion. The latter, together with Barbadoes, Antigua, and Ber-
muda, adhered to the king, even while in exile. Virginia had a
population of twenty thousand, and was determined to resist the
usurpation of the rebel forces. Observing that wherever the In-
dependents settled, they sowed the seeds of republicanism, they
passed severe laws against them, in order to rid themselves of
such troublesome inmates. Driven from thence, they settled in
Maryland, which had soon reason to ‘repent of her hospitality.
“ They were as much refreshed with their entertainment in
Maryland,” quaintly observes a contemporaneous author, “ as the
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snake in the fable was with the countryman’s breast, for which
they were- equally thankful.”

They began to pick quarrels first with the Papists, next with
the oath of fidelity, and lastly, they declared their averseness to
all conformity, wholly aiming, as themselves since confessed, to
“ deprive the Lord Proprietors of that country, and to make it
their own.”

Virginia also offered at the same time an n.sylnm to the loyal-
ists wha fled from the. proscriptions and unrelenting cruelty of
the repubhcan forces. They went so far as to propose to their
exiled prince to take refuge among them, instead of seeking pro-
tection from a foreign power. Charles IL., on his. part, sent from
Breda a new commission to the faithful governor of that true-
hearted people, in which he declared it to be his purpose to rule
them according to the laws of England. At the same time, he
recommended them to build forts for preventing internal rebellion
or foreign aggression. Enraged at the devotion of these loyal
colonies, an order was passed by the Parliament, empowanng the
Council to reduce the refractory plantations to obedience, and
. enacting that foreign ships should not trade at any of the ports
of these.four malignant provinces—Barbadoes, Antigua, Ber-
muda, and Virginia.

Massachusetts on this occasion exhibited her usual gkill. She
re-enacted the law against the malignants, and prohibited all
intercourse with Virginia until she acknowledged the supremaoy
of the commonwealth. This was done with the double view of
gratifying the Protector, and of escaping from the inference that
any legislation was binding upon her but that of the General
Court. Cromwell was not a man to content himself with a
paper war. In the ordinance relative to the prohibition of their
trade; he used language which showed how deeply he felt the
opposition of the loyalists, and gave a sure presage of vigorous
measures. In that extraordinary act, he calls them notorious
robbers and traitors, and adds that as the colonies were settled
* by and at the cost of England, they ought to obey her laws.
To enforce a submission which threats could not extort, he dis-
patehed Admiral Ascue with a powerful armament. He was
instructed to use, in the first instance, peaceable means to bring
the people to obedience, but if they should prove unsuceessful, to
employ hostility, setting free such servants and slaves as would
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fight against their masters, and causing justice to be adminis-
tered in the name of the commonwealth.

The force thus sent against the royalists was tao powerful for
the undisciplined planters, and when the Governor Berkelly, who
had made every possible exertion to defend the country, capitu-
lated, it was upon very favorable terms, that were as satisfactory
to his sovereign, as they were honorable to his own skill and
courage. .

A variety of circumnstances now contributed to the adoption of
a policy, and the passing laws in. pursuance thereof, which has -
exercised a most powerful influence on the fortunes of the mother
country, whether for good or for evil, statesmen are not yet agreed,
and mainly contributed in various ways to produce the American
Revolution. It was the era of the navigation laws. Alarmed
at the dirninution of English commerce, and the great increase of
that of the colonies as well as of the north, while Cromwell
protected his own and humbled a rival, he managed to punish
the loyal plantations, and make them pay tribute for disobedience.
‘With this view iwo acts were framed, one of which expressly
prohibited all mercantile intercourse between the transatlantic
provinces and foreign states, and the other ordained that no pro-
duction of Asia, Africa, or America, should be imported into the
dominions of the commonwealth but in vessels belonging to
British owners, or to the people of the colonies, and navigated by
an English commander, and by crews the greater part of whom
were to be subjects of the realm, for foreigners were also precluded
from bringing to England any thing but the produce of their own
respective countries, or those of which they were the staples. At
first this created more alarm than annoyance. As far as the
Provincials weré concerned, they evaded or disregarded it, while
it increased their carrying trade by transferring to them a part of
that enjoyed by the Dutch. The ground work, however, was
securely laid for the vast superstructure erected upon it after the
Restoration.

Although the colonial Puritans had never yielded that sub-
mission, either to the Parliament or to Cromwell, which the
Protector thought was due from all parts of the empire, they
nevertheless managed to keep on the best poesible terms with
them. They omitted no occasion of scothing their vanity, for
which they bad an insatiable appetite. To the former they said
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(and I insert their own words as theif participation in the re-
bellion is now stoutly denied)}—"* And for our carriage and de-
meanor to the honorable Parliament, for these ten years, since
the first beginning of your differences with the late King, and the
warre that after ensued, we have constantly adhered to you, not
withdrawn ourselves in your weakest condition, and doubtfullest
times, but by our fasting and prayers for your good success, and
our thanksgiving after the same was attained in days of solemnity
set apart for the purpose, as also by our sending over usefid men
(others alsoe going voluntarily from.us to help you), who have
been of good use and dome good and acceptable service to the
army,* declaring to the world hereby, that such was the duty
and love we beare unto the Parliament, that we were ready to
rise and fall with them, for which we have suffered the hatred
and threats of other English colonies now in rebellion against
you, as alsoe the loss of divers of our shippes and goods taken by
the King's party that is dead, by others commissioned by the
King of Scotts, and by the Portugales.”

They had heard from Cromwell’s officers that he had a sore
spot on his conscience, and ‘they knew how to soothe, if they
could not heal it. They were aware from the agitation of mind
that he occasionally suffered on the subject of the king’s death,
that nothing wasd so acceptable to him as to hear others, whose
judgment he respected, approve of the deed as a necessary act of jus-
tice. Availing themselves of these scruples, which at times threw
him into the deepest gloom, the Puritan divines of New England
occasionally gratified him with an epistle, expressive of their
entire concurrence in the reasoning that led to that foul murder.
Mr. Cotton, one of the most distingnished ministers, thus ad-
dressed him, in a letter dated Boston, 28th day, 5th month, 1767.
“ There are three or four principles on which you have acted,
wherein my judgment hath been fully satisfied. 1st. The con-
cessions of the late King never were such as to insure a safe
peace either to Church or Commonwealth. 2d. When the
Parliament, assisted by the Commissioners from Scotland was

* These italicised words refer to the mission of Peters and others. Besides
many who served as soldiers, and several who attained subordinate command,
the following names of colonial officers who fought under Cromwell have sur-
vived: Colonel Cook, Lieutenant-Colonel Stoughton, Major Bourne, Captain
Leverete, Ensign Hudson, and Dr. Liol, who acted as regimental surgeon.
Winthrop says they did good service, and were well approved.
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full, and agreed .that the King could not be restored to his former
estate, if it afterward voted contrary, it was prevarication, and
therefore I know not how the army could .have better proved its
faithfulness to the State and cause, than by purging it of such
corrupt humors, and presenting the King to public trial. Joab,
the General of David's host, thongh he went beyond his -commis-
sion in putting’ Absalom to death, yet he went not beyond his
fidelity, These things are so clear to my apprehension that I
fully satisfied that you have all this while fought the Lord’s
battles. - In like frame are the spirits of our brethren, the elders
and chuzrches in these parts.”

For this he evinced the warmest gratitude, and oﬁ‘exed to give
thern Jamaica, and transport them thither, or settle them all in
Ireland on confiscated estates. Im his turn he flattered their
sectarian pride. He represented to them what a blow it would
be to the *“ Man of Sin,” to have a pure-minded and- holy body
of men like them established in such a country as the former,
where his sway had been so great. He told them the children
of the Lord were entitled to a paradise for their abode, like that
beautiful island, and drew a glowing. picture of the fortunes
people of their habits of sobriety and industry, would derive from
a change of residence. In Ireland he promised them the lands
of the heathen for an heritage, and in either or both, his continued
patronage and support. They had, however, other and more
practical views. They dreaded, not only the unwholesomeness
of a tropical climate, but its inevitable effect in the course of time
on the morals and manners of the people. If they were to accept
Ireland they would have to surrender their independence, and by
returning to the undoubted jurisdiction of the supreme power in
England, they might be again called upon to conform, to suffer,
or to migrate. They felt safe in their distant flight, and were
unwilling to move. '

But perilous times now awaited the republic. There were
strong indications, it was said, of a reaction in England. Their
friend and advocate Oliver Cromwell was dead, and his son gave
no evidence of sufficient vigor to fill the place of his father, either
in the eyes of the nation or the estimation of Europe. Cant was
fast going out of fashion, and mankind had learned the useful
lesson, that he who has ever religion in his mouth has seldom
much of it in his heart. Those who were sincere in their con-

—— e
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‘victions, and had abstained from deeds of violence, looked on the
coming change with the calmness and fimness of true’ courage,
while such as had been hurried by their zeal into criminal acts,
or had concealed rapine and ‘murder under a eloak of hypocrisy,
fled in terror and diemay.

Among those who sought shelter and oblivion in the wxlds of
Anmerica, were two of the regicides, Goffe and Whalley. Find-
ing the restoration inevitable, they left London early in May, and
arrived in Boston in the month of July following, in the full
expectation of being either protected or concealed among the
brethren, who in general agreed with them in opinion that * kill-
ing was no murder,” when the person to suffer was a tyrant
who thought Romanists were entitled to as much indulgence as
themselves, and Churchmen, as members of the established relig-
1on, to more favors than either. Nor were they disappointed in
their reasonable expectations. They were cordially received and
hospitably entertained by the governor, the officers of the state,
and the principal inhabitants; and on one occasion, when a
royalist dared to apply to them the homely epithet to which they
had so well entitled themselves by their atrocious ecrime, the
magistrates bound the offender over to keep the peace, and
severely reprimanded him for insulting their distinguished visitors,
by imputing to them as an offense that which, if not a virtuous
and patriotic deed, was at least a stern necessity. The-meeting-
houses were every where opened to them, and they attended
divine service on Sundays, and observed the fasts and public
thanksgiving as established by law. The sacrament was ad-
ministered to them as worthy communicants, and the saints
were edified by the exercise of their great gifts in praying and lec-
turing, as they raised their hands, dyed with™ the blood of their
sovereign, and enlarged on the necessity of forgiveness of sins,
brotherly love, and good-will to all men.

The king’s proclamation exempting these criminals from the’
amnesty, though it did not disturb the consistency of the Puri-
tans, awakened their fears lest their “contumacy in harboring
traitors might draw down upon them the forfeiture of their char-
ter, which of all their earthly possessions, had the greatest hold
on the aflection of their hearts. Intimation was therefore given
them to withdraw from view for the present, till the storm of
popular indignation in England should blow over, and instruc-
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tions were privately furnished them to proceed to the minister'’s
house at New Haven, while diligent search would be made for
them in such places as it was well known they would not be
found. After a suitable time for escape had been allowed to
elapse, the colonial rulers preserved appearances by affecting
great zeal for capturing them, and a warrant was accordingly
issued for their apprehension. To avoid even the semblance of
partiality, instead of intrusting it to their own officers, who
might ‘be supposed willing to favor their concealment, it was
directed to two Englishmen,* recently arrived from Europe,
zealous loyalists and rank Episcopalians, who only required a
knowledge of the country, and the sympathy of the population in
their errand, to have succeeded in their enterprise. Duped by
the apparent earnestness of the governor, and the full and
minute directions they received as to the best route to adopt in
their search, and misled by the well-feigned ignorance and aston-
ishment of every one to whom they addressed themselves for in-
formation, they prosecuted their fruitless errand, to the inmex-
pressible amusement of the court, to whom a practical joke, from
the gravity of manner they were continually compelled to ob-
serve, was a luxury which they rarely had an opportunity of
enjoying.t

Having traveled as far as the Hudson, they relinquished the
pursuit as hopeless, and returned to report their failure .to the
governor, who very gravely informed them that they had been
seen near New Haven ; from which he inferred that they must
have entered the Manhattan settlement, and escaped to the low
ocountries ; and recommended them by all means to go to Hol-
land, and continue their search, which, as the country was not
covered by an interminable forest, like Amorica, could scarcely
fail of being crowned with success.

During all this time, the fugitives were minutely informed of
all that took place; and, in order to relicve their hospitable
friend, the Rev. Mr. Davenport, from any imputation on their
account, they prepared a cave in the side of a hill, having a

* Thomas Kellond and Thomas Kirk, whom they not inappropriately called
Tom fools. -

t Now and then a little dry bumor would leak out in spite of themselves. A
mechanic, having charged the Government £2 13s. 4d. for a pair of stocks, was
ordered to be put into them himself for an hour, to test the strength of hip work,
and was fined £5 for extortion.
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emall aperture to admit air and light, and so contrived as to be
effectually concealed by the thick brushwood that overhung its
precipitous banks. To this they gave the name of Providence
Hill, and resorted to it occasionally in times of danger, when a
residence among their friends was either inconvenient or unsafe.

At last, a party of Indians having accidentally discovered their
retreat, they removed to a town called Hadley, about a hundred
miles distant, resting by day, and traveling by night, in order to
avoid being traced thither.

They were received at this place by the minister, and contin-
ued-there fifteen or sixteen years, or until their decease, enjoying
the eympathy of such of the inhabitants as were intrusted with
their secret, the liberal contributions of their friends at home and
abroad, and on one occasion the guilty pleasure of the society of
another of their associates in crime, Colonel Dixwell, who, hav-
ing been less obnoxious than they, and more fortunate in his
disguises, had not only avoided detection, but had wholly es-
caped suspicion, and was al large under the assumed name of
Davis.

A singular incident, connected with Goffe, has been tradition-
ally preserved in the family of Governor Leveret, and is thus
quaintly related by a historian of this early time :

“The town of Hadley was alarmed by the Indians, in 1575,
in the time of public worship, and the people were in the utmost
confusion. Suddenly a grave, elderly person appeared in the
midst of them. In his mien, he differed from the rest of the
people.” He not only encouraged them to defend themselves, bat
put himself at their head ; rallied, mstrucl.ed and led them on
to encounter the enemy, who in this way were repulsed. As
suddenly the deliverer of Hadley disappeared. The people were
left in consternation, utterly unable to account for this strangé
phenomenon.” It was not probable (the apologists say) that
they were ever able to explain it. If Goffe had there discovered
himself, it must have come to the knowledge of those persons
who declared by their letters that they never knew what becare
of him,

Both these men were of low origin and mean education, and
emerged from obecurity only by their daring courage, and their
unscrupulous obedience to the bidding of the Protector. Whal-
ley had risen to the rank of lieutenant, and Goffe to that of
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major-general in the rebel army,* and upon the latter devolved
the task of expelling the members of Parliament from the House,
and of executing commands of a similar violent character. They
died as they lived, in the full belief of that fatal doctrine, that
the end justifies the means: and afforded by their crimes, their
cruelty, and their impenitence, an instructive lesson to fanatics
that the religion of the head but too often hardens the heart;

that speculative theories have a natural tendency to obliterate
the distinctions between right and wrong, by withdrawing our
attention from the practical obligations of life; and that the
stern virtues inculcated by Secripture are accompanied, sur-
ronnded, and supported by the Christian graces of mildness,
meekness, and charity, and a numerous tram of social and rela-
tive duties.

As at the fall of Charles I. the conduct of the Puritans of
Massachusetts differed widely from that of loyal Virginia, so did
the death of Cromwell also affect them in an equally. opposite
manner. In the latter place, as soon as they had heard of the
decease of the usurper, without waiting for news from England
of their sovereign's movements, they immediately- proclaimed
him, subverted the authority, to which they had so reluctantly
submitted, and recalled from retirement their former governor,
and invested him with the chief command, thus securing to
themselves the double honor of being the last to lay down their
arms, and the first to re-assume them, in the defense of their king. .
In the former colony they would not or could not believe that
Providence would ever suffer him to sit upon the throne of his
ancestors, even .after. they received a copy of his proclamation.
A motion for an address to him was put and lost in the General
Court. When they called to mind the part they had taken in
the rebellion, and the infamous conduct of their agent, Peters,
their official and private letters to Cromwell, their own procla-
mation against the king's adherents, their acts against Virginia,
their continual disobedience and disloyalty to his royal father, the
reception and protection they had given the regicides, they were
overwhelmed with doubts and fears as to the future. The re-
sistance which their ministers had recommended to them on a
former occasion, they knew would be unavailing against so- pow-
erful 2 monarch as Charles 1I., they therefore resorted to the

* The well-known Richard Baxter was cheplain to Whalley's regiment.
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other aiternative, “evasion and delay.” - They first ventured to
feel their way by an a.ddms, containing the following extraor-
dinary passage:

* Bir, we lie not before your sacred Majesty. The Lord God
of Gods knoweth, and Israel he shall know, if it were in rebellion
or in schism that we willingly left our dwellings in our own
country for dwellings in this strange land, save us not this day:
Royal Sir, your just title to the crown enthroneth you in our con-
soiences, your graciousness in our afections; that inspires unto
duty, this naturalizeth unto loyalty. Hence we call you lord,
hence a saviour. Mephibosheth rejoices that the king hath come
again to his house. The truth is, such were the impressions upon
our spirits as transcends the faculty of an eremitical scribe. A
desert condition in some sense is an object fittest to magnify prinee-
ly radiance, inferior whereof can not make the wilderness rejoice.
Opaque bodies occasion the most luculent reflections. Affection
makes a rhetorician Croesus’ dumb son speak to prevent misery,
and Zedekiah's tongue breaketh loose to acknowledge meroy.
‘Warm with the influence of your royal favor, we, by way of con-
gratulation, comforted’ ourselves that the breath of our nostrils,
the anointed of the Lord, hath escaped : of whora we begin to
gay, under his shadow we shall live among the heathen.”

The absurdity and extravagance of this language is thus grave-
ly defended by Bancreft : * The spirit that breathes through it
is'republican. The style of hyperbole is borrowed from the man-
ners of ‘the East, so familiar from the study of the Hebww
Seriptures.” -

The truth of these protestations, so solemnly made, was wel.l
attested by the manner in which Charles was proclaimed. This
ceremony had been deferred, from a natural repugnance to ac-
knowledge him at all ; but, in August, 1661, the aspect of af-
fairs was g0 alarming, it was thought prudent to propitiate him,
by complying with this usual and constitutional practice. To
the act itself there could be no objection; the difficulty lay in so
carefully conducting their proceedmgs, and in so wm'dmg the pub-
lic document, as not to admit him, in express language, to have
any authority in Massachusetts, beyond that of a temporal prince,
with whose ancestors they had entered info a compact, whereby,
for himself and his heirs, he had surreudered the territory, com-
prised within certain specified limits, on the nominal condition of
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receiving a fifth of the produce of all silver and gold mines. Aoc-
cordingly a number of forms were propesed and discussed, but
were severally rejected, as admitting too much by words or by
implication, until, at last, the following extraordinary one was
adopted, as the shortest, simplest, and safest that they could eug-
gest : * Forasmuch, as Charles II. is undoubtedly king of Great
Britain, and all other -his Majesty's territories and dominions,
thereunto belonging, and hath been some time since lawfully pro-
claimed and crowned accordingly ; we therefore, do, as in duty
we are bound, own and acknowledge him to be our sovereign
Lord and King ; and do, therefore, hereby preclaim and declare
his sacred Majesty, Charles II,, to be lawful king of Great
Britain, France, and Ireland, and all other the territories there-
unto belonging. God save the King.”

It is observable that his Majesty is here described as king of
Great Britain, France, and Ireland, and all other the territories
thereunto belonging, which term is satisfied by the Orkneys and
Channel Islands ; but no mention is made of America, Massachu-
setts, or the words eolonies or plantations, Brief and cold, how-
ever, as this declaration was, it was adopted with great repug-
nance, and the day passed in ominous gloom. An order of the
Court was issued at the same time, and posted up in various
parts of Boston, forbidding all disorderly behavior on the occa-
gion, declaring that no person might expect indulgence for the
breach of any law, and, *in a particular manner, that no man
ghould presume to dnnk his Majesty's health, which he has in an

especial manner forbidden.”

—



CHAPTER VIIL.

The King appoints a C il for the Colonies—Their Advice—Connecticut and
Rhode Island send Agents, who obtain for them Charters containing fall Pow-
ers of Belf government—Navigation Laws—They fall heavily on Virginia, and
alarm all the Provincials—The G 1 Court publishes a Declaration of
Rights—Their Reasoning as to the Origin of their Title to the Country—They
send Agents to England—Instruction given to them, and Letters of Introdue-
tion to Noblemen of Low Charch or Dissenting principles—They meet with
a favorable Reception, and return with a Letter from the King requiring cer-
tain Changes in their Laws and Modes of Procedure—An affected S8how of
Compliance—Dissipation of Churchmen, of Baptists, and especially of Quak-
ers—Bevere Treatment of latter-—A Commission of Inquiry issues to
Nichols and othiers—Their Instractions—General Court orders the Charter to
be putinto a Place of Concealment—Prepares to receive the Commissioners.

TrHE conveption Parliament had scarcely adjourned, when
Charles II. performed the promise he had made at parting, and
endeavored to carry into effect the various acts of a foreign and
domestic nature they had made. e established, in December,
1660, a council for the general superintendence of the colonies,
and enforcing the laws of trade. Had he always acted upon their
suggestions, he would have saved his own reputation, and spared
himself and his successors many vexations and annoyanoces.
They urged him * to agree with such as have any property in his
plantations, and take the same into his own hands, in order to
prevent the granting any for the future.” 8ir William Berkeley,
the old and loyal Governor of Virginie, repeated the same recom-
mendation, most truly foretelling *that those patents in the next
age will be found more advantageous to the crown than is per-
ceptible in this.”

Notwithstanding this judicious advice, and the pending diffi-
culties and controversies, he at once made two of the most extra-
ordinary grants, of & pure, unmixed, and unrestrained democracy,
that were ever issyed by any monarch. The constitution of
Massachusetts, it was well known, was an usurpation—the
application of a local charter, by & company in London, for the
purposes of civil government in America ; but these were bond
fide concessions, no deception was practiced, no information with-
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held. Republicanisrn was asked, and obtained. Connecticut
and Rhode Island having favors to scek, were more prompt in
proclaiming the king than Massachusetts, and at once sent
delegates to congratulate him on his restoration, and to solicit
charters. On their arrival in England they were introduced to
some Low Churchmen, of rank and influence, in whom they
found most active partisans. Men whose lives are chiefly spent
in making professions, are seldom able to find sufficient time to
practice what they so loudly extol. Their sectarian sympathy
was stronger than their loyalty, and the interest of the king and
the nation were transferred, by hypocritical politicians, into the
hands of crafty republicans. The charters they obtained for the
delegates, vested in the propriety of freemen of Connecticut and
Rhode Island the right of admitting new associates, and of
choosing annually from among themselves a governor, magis-
trates, and representatives, with power of legislative and judicial
authority. No appellative jurisdiction, and no negative on the
lawe, were reserved to the crown any more than in Massachusetts
and Maryland. They were, to all intents and purposes, entitled
to self-government ; so much so, indeed, that these same royal
patents remained the basis of their polity long after they became
independent states. - Even the oath of allegiance was not required
of them. The usual clause, stipulating that their laws should
be conformable to those of England, was modified, or rendered
nugatory by an extraordinary reference “to the constitution of
the place, and the nature of the people.” It granted universal
toleration to all mankind, without limitation to Christian sects.
It ia no wonder the joy of the Provincials' knew no bounds.
The grant exceeded their fondest and most ardent hopes. In
Rhode Island the inhabitants were assembled ‘““for its solemn
reception.” The Charter was read in the audience and view of
all the inhabitants, and the letters with his Majesty’s royal stamp
and the broad-seal, with much beseeming gravity, were held up
on high, and presented to the * perfect view of the people.” So
completely had the king denuded himself of all power, that in a
subsequent reign, when the Rhode Islanders claimed the protec-
tion and interference of the sovereign against the oppressions of
their own legislature, arising from frauds practiced on them in a
depreciated currency, that monarch replied, under the advice of
the Crown officers, that he conld aflord them no redress, since his
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misadvised predecessor had relinquished all juriediction. At this
period, therefore, New England consisted of several little inde-
pendent republics.

‘While vast concessions were thus made on the one hand, most
extenrive restrictions were imposed on the other, by extending
and remodeling the laws of trade. So much indeed was added
to the outline sketched by the Long Parliament, and so novel, as
well as important, were many of the provisions of this celebrated
act (12th Charles IL., ¢. 18), that it seemns to have attracted to
itself a name that more properly belongs to several, and has ever
been known as the Navigation Law. The avowed motives for
this restrictive legislation, were thus set forth: ““That as the
plantations beyond seas are inhabited and peopled by subjects of
England, they may be kept in a firmer dependence upon it, and
rendered yet more beneficial and advantageous in the further
employment and increase of English shipping and seamen, as
well as in the vent of woolen dnd other manufactures and com-
modities, and in making England a staple not only of the produc-
tions of those plantations, but also of thoee of other countries, and
places for supplying them, and it being the usage of other nations
1o keep the trade of the plantations to themselves.”

Colonial industry at that period furnished many articles for
exportation, but these were of two kinds. Some were raised in
quantities in America only, and would not compete with British
productions in the market of the mother country: these were
enumerated, and it was declared that none of them, that is, no
sugar, tobacco, ginger, indigo, cotton, fustic, and dyeing woods, shall
be transported to any other country than those belonging to the
Crown of England, under penalty of forfeiture ; and as new ar-
ticles of industry of this class grew up in America, they were
added to the list. But such other commodities as the English
merchant might not find convenient to buy, the Provincials might
ghip to foreign markets, and the further off the better, because
they would thus interfere lese with the trade which was carried
on in England. The colonists were therefore confined to ports
south of Finisterre, Soon after the act of navigation was ex-
tended, and additional restraints imposed, by prohibiting the im-
portation of any European commodities into the colonies but what
was laden in England in vessels navigated and manned according
to law., Effectual provision was also made for exacting the
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penalties to which the transgressors were subjected. By these
successive regulations, the plan of securing to England a monopoly
of the commerce with her colonies, and of closing every other
channel into which it might be diverted, was perfected and
reduced into a complete system.

These acts filled the Provincials with consternation and anger,
and by calling into question the right of the Imperial Legislature
to pass them, materially extended the disaffection which neglect,
the constant changes in the government of the mother country,
and the spread of democratic principles had of late so much en-
gendered. They fell with peouliar weight upon Virginia, on
account of the nature of her productions, and were felt to be an
ungrateful return for her tried loyalty and affection. Great
Britain never afterward thoroughly regained her affections; as
soon as they went into operation, that colony remonstrated against
them as a grievance,-and petitioned earnestly for relief. But the
commereial ideas of Charles and his ministers coincided so per-
fectly with those of Parliament, that instead of listening with a
favorable ear to their application, they labored assiduously to carry
the acts into strict exeeution. For this purpose the most positive
instructions were issned to the governor, forts were built on the
banks of the principal nvers, and small vessels appointéd to cruise
on the coast.

The Virginians seeing no prospect of obtaining  exemption,
sought relief in evasion, and found means, notwithstanding the
vigilance with which they were watched, of carrying on a con-
siderable clandestine trade with foreigners, particularly with the
Dutch settled on the Hudson River. Every day something
occurred to revive and nourish discontent. As it is with extreme
difficulty that commerce ean be turned into a new channel, to-
bacco, the staple of the colony, sunk prodigiously in value when
they were compelled to send it all to one market. It was some
time before England could farnish them regularly full assortments
of those necessary articles, without which the industry of the
country could not be sustained or properly secured. The sense
of wrong the people of Massachusetts entertained on the subject

. of their revenue laws, was absorbed in the ‘interest felt in the
preservation of their Charter, or mitigated by their predetermina-
tion to resist them if able, otherwise *to protract or evade,”
acoording to the advice uf their elders. Having received a more
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gracious angwer to their complimentary letters to the king than
they had expected, and somewhat recovered from the apprehension
arising from ‘a review of their disloyal conduct, they resolved to
maintain with their accustomed energy and “spirit what they
conceived to be their just claims of independence under their

-patent. They accordingly took into consideration the whole
subject of their own powers, and those of the Crown, and after
mature deliberation, agreed upon and published a declaration of
rights.

I. Concerning our liberties: 1. We conceive the patent (under
God) to be the first and main foundation of our <civil pelicy here,
by a Governor and company, according as it is therein expressed ;
2. The Governor and company are by the patent a body politique
in fact and name ; 3. This body politique is vested with the power
to make freemen, &c.; 4. The freemen have power to choose
annually a Governor, deputy governor, assistants, and their select
representatives or deputies; 5. This government hath also power
to set up all sorts of officers, superior as well as inferior, and point
out their power and places; 6. The Governor, deputy governor,
assistants, and select representatives or deputies, have full power
and authority, both legislative and executive, for the government
of all the people here, whether inhabitants or strangers, both
concerning ecclesiastical and civil matters, without appeals, ex-
cepting law, or laws repugnant to those of England; 7. This
government is privileged by all fitting means (yea, if need be), by
force of atms to defend themiselves both by land and sea, againat
all person, or pemns, as shall at any time a.ttempt or enterprise
the destruction, invasion, detriment, or annoyance of the planta-
tion or the inhabitants therein, besides other privileges mentioned
in the patent, not here expressed ; 8. We consider any imposi-
tion prejudicial to the country, contrary to any just law of ours
(not repugnant to the laws of England) to be an infringement of
our rights.

II. Concerning our duties of allegiance to our sovereign Lord
the King : 1. We ought to uphold, and to our power maintain
the place, as of right belonging to our sovereign Lord the King, as
holden of his Majesty’s manorof East Greepwich, and not subjeot
the same to any foreign pnnee or potentate whatsoever; 2, We
ought to endeavor the preservation of his Majesty’s royal person,

realms, and dominions, and so far as lieth in us to discover and
E



98 THE ENGLIBH IN AMERICA.

prevent all plots and conspiracies against the same, &c.; 3. We
ought to seek the peace and prosperity of our King and nation, by
a faithful discharge in the governing of this people committed to
our care.’

To which is added a clause, that the wamnt for the appre-
hension of Goffe and Whalley ought to have the support of the’
court, and that no shelter should be given to people legally
obnozious and flying from justice. This extraordinary document
exhibits more briefly and distinctly their ideas of their own inde-
pendence, and their own nominal allegiance to the crown, than
the most labored treatise, and possesses the additional advantage
of not being an inference from facts subject to be controverted,
and open to the charge of prejudice, but a manifesto carefully
weighed, deliberately adopted, a.nd entered on record in the
journals of the house.

Here are distinctly shadowed out the three great doctrines on
which their sovereignty rested. The firet is a positive denial of
the right of appeal; the second, a declaration that acts of
Parliament regulating their trade were unconstitutional; and the
third, an assertion of their peculiar privilege of* managing their
own internal affairs. These three principles, accompanied as
they were with a distinct avowal of the legality of maintaining
them by force of arms, comprise absolute independence. They
are wholly irreconcilable with any thing like imperial control, and
leave the king nothing but an empty title. It is, therefore,
absurd to ascribe the origin of these pretensions to the revolution
of 1783, They thus early asserted and contended for unmixed
and uncontrollable republicanism. Nor was the demand either
uninatural or inconsistent with their position or prejudices, and
the circumstances of both Europe and America at the time.
They had grown up in neglect, and self government was essential
to their existence as a community. Having exercised it for a
long period from necessity, they became enamored of it from use,
and now demanded.it as a right. According to these views, into
which they had reasoned themselves, their coniection with En-
gland was purely voluntary. The only compact they had with
its sovereign, they alleged, was to pay him a fifth of thé gold and
silver ore found in the soil, which they expressed théir willingness
to do, whenever any should be discovered. On that condition,
pnd that their laws should not be repugnant to those of the
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parent country, they obtained the territory. But they said, if
there were no charter, they still owed no obedience ; for the king,
in fact, had no title himself by pretense of discovery, which wasa
mere popish doctrine derived from Alexander VI.; and their own
was far better, being founded on prior possession, actual and
continued occupation and improvement, and purchase from the
Indian chiefs. ’

Had the habits of the monarch been at all equal to his abilities,
and his means adequate to enforce his authority, it is probable he
would have taken prompt and efficient measures to insure their-
submission. His sagacity penetrated their designs, but his indo-
lence and indecision were unequal to a contest in which there
was neither present emolument to reimburse the expense, nor an
increase of royal power to add strength or dignity fo the throne.
He resorted to- professions of regard, and was met by such
extravagant hyperboles, 8s to excite the irrepressible laughter of
the courtiers. He was less successful in negotiation. They were
subtle disputants, and having overpowered their own judgment
and strong intellects with casuistry, were easily able to vanquish
his statesmen, whose minds were more occupied with their own
intrigues than the affairs of a distant and refractory colony. In
the end, as we shall presently see, he resorted to a court of law,
and partially effected his object.

Complaints still continuing to be made of their want of tolera-
tion, arbitrary conduct, and disaffection, the local government
thought it necessary to send two agents to England, to endeavor
to meet theseé charges in the best manner they could. These
gentleren accepted the trust with the greafest reluctance, and
such was their apprehension relative to their own personal safety,
that they first stipulated for reimbursement and indemnification
from the consequences of their detention by the court. They
were fortified with letters to Lord Saye and Sele, who had more
Puritanism than was consistent with his character for good sense,
and more sympathy with colonial independence than was com-
patible with his duty to his sovereign. Lord Clarendon, Lord
Manchester, Colonel T'emple, and others were also solicited to aid
and asgist their envoys, who were finally dispatchied with especial
orders to obtain all they could, and to yield nothing. As the
instructions are very brief, and exceedingly eharacteristic, I insert
them.
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1. You shall present us to his Majesty as his loyal and obedient
sabjects, and not to be wanting to instance in the parhcu.lam
which most and best render us se to be.

2. You shall endeavor to take off all seandal and objections
which are or shall be made against us.

3. Younhaﬂmdeathhembhlhmentofthenghumd
privileges we now enjoy.

4, Youshallnotengageus,byanynctnfyoun.tomythmg
which may be prejudicial to our pmnant standing, lemdm.g to
patent.

They met a favorable and, what appeared to them, a grmous
reception from the king, who assured them he would confirm the
main objects of their charter, but commanded them xmmsﬁumly
to rectify several serious deviations from its spirit and meaning.
On their return to their native country, his Majesty delivered
to them a letter, addressed to.the Government of Massachusstts,
containing an amnesty for past offenses, but requiring that all
their laws should be reviewed, and such as were.contrary or
derogatory to his authority and government should be annmuHed
and repealed ; that the oath of allegiance should be duly observed,
that the administration of justice should be in his name, . that
liberty should be given to all that desired, to use the Book of
Common Prayer, and perform their devotions in the manner to
which they had been accustomed ; that all persons of good and
honest lives and conversations, should be admitted to the sacra-
ment of the Lord’s Supper, according to the service of the Church
of England, and their children to baptism ; that in the choice of
governor and assistants, the only consideration to be had should
be of the wisdom, virtue, and integrity of the persons to be. chosen,
and not of any faction, with reference to opinions and outward
profession ; that all freeholders of competent estates, not vicious,
&ec., though of different persuasions, should have their votes in
the election of all officers, civil and military ; and, finally, that
the letter should be published, &cc.

However reasonable these things now appear, they were con-
sidered at the time very detrimental to their rights, by a people
who had hitherto tolerated no interference in their internal af-
fairs. They deemed them subversive of their liberty on the one
hand, and destructive of all true religion and good government
on the other. "When so many things, however, were ordered to
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be done, and so many innovations required, it was manifest some
compliance was necessary, if only for the sake of preserving ap-
pearances. The letter was accordingly published, which was the
easiest to be complied With of all the injunctions it contained,
but the order for its promulgation was accompanied, as usual,
with a caution, that no further action was to be taken upon it
for  the present. *Inasmuch as it hath influence upon the
churches, as well as civil state, all manner of action, in relation
thereto, shall be suspended, until the next General Court, that so
all persons concerned may have time and opportunity to consider
of what is necessary to be done in order to his Majesty’s pleasure
therein.”

It was also ordered, that all writs and legal process should
thereafter be issued in the name of the king. To admit it to
‘appear in the judicial proceedmgs was unavoidable, but to enforce
respect for it would be in itself an acknowledgement of a fm‘mgn
power ; and the différent submission required to local and impe-
rial authority was forcibly illustrated by two contemporaneous
suits,

A person who had rendered himself obnoxious by petitioning
against the colony, happening shortly afterward to -be in court,
was accused of discourteous conduct, fined £200 for his con-
tempt, and ordered to find sureties in a like sum for his-good be-
havior; while a constable, who refused to publish the king’s let-
ter, and a select-man, who spoke disrespectfully- of it, were both
acquitted on an alleged deficiency of proof.

The determination to evade or delay, whieh had bossis i
fixed rule of conduet on all occasions, exhausted the patience of
the English government. Churchmen, both within and without
Massachusetts, were loud in their complaints, that the colony
was rendered intolerable to the one, and practically closed to the
other ; while those who felt Aggrieved at the decisions of the
court, expressed, in strong terms, the sense they entertained of
the hardships they endured, in being debarred from a rehearing,
and by having an appeal converted into an offense of a very seri-
ous nature, that of slandering the Lord’s elect. .

Among others who were aggrieved were the Quakers, who
stated that their people had suffered incredible punishments and
persecutions at the hands of the Puritans. Without entering into
the heart-rending details of the cruelties practiced upon them, it
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is merely sufficient to state what enactments were made against
them. One of the first imposed a penalty of £100 upon the mas-
ter of any vessel who should bring a known Quaker into any port
of the colony, and required him to give security to carry him
back again ; in the mean time, the unfortunate man was sent to
the house of correction, and whipped twenty stripes, and after-
ward kept at hard labor, until transportation. They also laid a
fine of £6 for importing, and the like sum for dispersing, their
doctrinal books, and for defending their heretical opinions. The
next year, an additional law was made, by which all persons
were subjected to the penalty of forty shillings for every hour’s
entertainment given to any known member of the sect ; and any
Quaker, after the first conviction, if a man, was to lose one ear,
and the second time, the other ; a woman, each time to be severe-
ly whipped, and the third time, man or woman, to have théir
tongues bored through with a red-hot iron; and every one who
should become a convert in the colony was subjected to the like
punishment. Afterward, a fine of ten shillings was laid on every
person present at any of t.helr meetmgs, and £5 upon any one
speaking there.* s

* That these poor zealots were superior to the gloomy bigots who persecuted
them, appears from the followiug extract from W. Leddra's address to his
brethren, written the day before his execation, which, considering the station
of the man, and the cmmutn.nce: under which it was written, is singularly
beautifal :

“MosST DEAR AND INWARDLY BELOVED, ;

“The sweet influence of the morning star, like a flood distilling intb my inno-
cent habitation, hath so filled me with the joy of the Lord, in the beuuy of holi-
ness, that my spirit is as if it did not inhabit a tabernacle of clay, but is wholly
swallowed up in the bosom of eternity, from whence it had its being.

“ Alas, alas! what can tbe wealth and spirit of man that lusteth to envy, ag-
gravated by the heat and strength of the king of the locasts, which came ovat of
the pit, do unto one that is hid in the secret places of the Almighty, or to them
that are gathered undor the healing wings of the Prince of Peace? 0, my be-
loved, I bave waited as the Dove at the windows of the Ark, and have stood
still in that watch, which the Master did at His coming reward with the fall-
ness of His love, wherein my heart did rejoice that I might speak a few words
to you, sealed with the spirit of promise. As the flowing of the ocean doth fill
every creek and branch thereof, and then returns again toward its own being
and fullness, and leaves a savor behind it, so doth the life and virtue of God flow
into every one of your hearts whom He hath made partakers of His divine na-
ture, and when it withdrawa but little, it leaves a sweet savor behind it, that
many can say they are made clean, through the word that He hath spoken to
them. Therefore, my dear hearts, let the enjoyment of the life alone be your
hope, your joy, and your consolation. Btand in the watch within, in the fear of
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Notwithstanding all this severity, their number, as might well
have been expected, increased rather than diminished. When
brought up for judgment, one of them observed, * for the last man
that was put to death here, are five come into his room ; and if
you have power to take my life from me, God can raise up ten of
His servants, and send them among you in my place, that you
may have torment upon torment.”

All these tortures, imprisonments, eorporal and other punish-
ments were inflicted without remorse, and endured without pro-
ducing any other effect than feelings of horror or pity in the be-
holder. Four of them suffered capitally. To the positive orders
of the king that these dreadful barbarities should be discontinued
(after having first satisfied themselves of their inefficiency), they
yielded compliance, so far as mutilation and death were employed,
and the persecution of vagabond Quakers dwindled down.into
mere whipping, with the merciful limitation attached to it, that
the culprit should be only flogged through three towns. The
Baptists who had also been treated with great severity, joined in
the universal complaint against them.

Finally the Lords of the Council, who were daily besought
for relief by so many different interests, represented to the king,
(January, 1662-3), “ that New England hath in these late times
of general disorder, strayed into many enormities, by which it ap-
peared that the government there have purposely withdrawn all
maunner of correspondence, as if they intended to suspend their ab-
solute dependence to his Majesty’s authority.”

Not wishing to proceed to extremities with these intractable
people, Charles resolved upon sending commissioners to report
upon the actual state of the colonies ; and accordingly Colonel
Nicholas, Sir Robert Carr, George Cartwnght. and Samuel
Maverick, were authorized to proceed to America, “ to visit the

the Lord, which is the entrance of wisdom. Confess Him before men; yel.lbs-
fore His greatest enemies. Fear not what they can do to you. Greater is He
that is in you, than he that is in the world; for He will clothe you with buniility
and in the power of His meekness you shall reign over all the rage of your'ene-
mies."—Dupal's History of Quakers.

Mary Dyer addressed from the jail a remonstrance to the Court :

“Were ever such laws heard of among a people that profess Christ come in
the flesh? Have you no other weapon buat such laws to fight against spiritual
wickedness withal, as you callit? Woe is me for you. Ye are disobedient
and deceived. Let my request be ss Esther's to Abasuerus, * You will not
repent that you were kept from shedding blood, though it was by & woman.'”
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provinces of New England, hear and determine all causes of com-
plaint, as well as appeals in matters mifitary, ecclesiastical, and
civil, and to settle there peace and security.”

The instructions given them were of a kind well calculated (as
far as such a proceeding was capable) to maintain no more than
the due observande of the terms of the charter on the one hand,
and the royal autHority on the other. They were particularly
charged to encourage no_faction, to solicit mo present profit, to
countenance no change inconsistent with ancient usages, and-te
do nothing that might be considered an invasion of liberty of con-
science. Finally, not to shock their religious scruples beyond all
endurance, or to run the hazard of driving a people already high-
ly excited, into irretrievable ‘madness, they were commanded not
to suffer their chaplain, when officiating for them, to wear his
surplice.

As these gentlemen were expected in Boston early in July, a
day of fasting and prayer was appointed to be observed through-
out' the whole province, to implore the mercy of God npon his
people under their sore trials and afflictions. As it was thought
not impossible some attempt might be made by the Commissioners
to seize upon fheir charter,"it- was ordered to be brought inte
court, when it was formally delivered, together with a duplicate,
to four confidential persons, who were empowered and enjoined
to deposit them in & place of safety and concealment. The Gov-
ernor and Council then resolved “1o bear true allegiance to-his
Majesty, but to adhere to a patent so dearly earned and so long
enjoyed.” A committee was also appointed, whose duty it was,
immediately on the arrival of the ships, to present their respects
to the board, and request that strict orders should be given to the
subaltern officers, sailors, and soldiers, on théir coming on ehore
for refreshment, to land only in very limited numbers, withot
arms, and that they should be admonished to conduct themselves
in a meet, orderly manner, and abstain from giving offense to the
inhabitants, or violating the laws for the preservation of the peace.
Having taken these precautions, and mutually encouraged each
other to exercise great coolness and deliberation, in any step it
might be necessary to take in this trying emergency, they await-
ed with patience the arrival of the formidable officers of the
Crown.



CHAPTER IX.

The Commissioners arrive at Boston—Deliver a Royal Letter to the Govern.
ment, and prucaed to the Hudson to attack the Dutch Bettlements—The
General Court in their Absence petition for their Withdrawal, and solicit the
Aid of the Paritan Noblemen—Answers of the King and Lord Clarendon—
General Effect of Commissions of Inquiry—The Franchise extended—The
Clergy and Demagogues prepare the People for Resistance—False Rumors
put into Circulation—General Court refuses to summon the Peoplé to assem-
ble—Commissioners inquire whetber they admpit the King’s Authority—They
decline to answer, and refuse to attend before them, or to submit to an Ap-
peal—They the C iasi s—Close of the Inquiry—Accidents to
Commissioners reputed to be Judgments of Heaven—The King orders the
Governor and other Members of the General Coart to appear before him—
They decline, affecting to doubt the Genuineness of the Order—Distinction .
taken between Obedience to beneficial and injurious Orders—The New En-
gland Colonies renew their Confederation—Effect of it—Complaints of En-
5H|I: Merchants against the Infraction of the Laws of Trade—Tive Oath of Alle-
giance ordered to be taken, and the King's Arms set up—Agents sent to En-
gland, but ordered to yield Nothing—A Custom House Officer appnmbod—
Opposition to him—He is obliged to return to Englasd—G@eneral Court
enacts Trade Laws—Its Members take modified official Oathl—collacmr
sent out again, but they threaten to execute him—Is obliged to quit the
Colony—General Gloom in Massachusetta—People terrified by Comets—The
Credentials of Agents found deficient—They offer a Bribe of two thousand
Guineas to the King—Agents return, and are followed by Randolph with the
guo warranto—General Court refuses to surrender the Charter—Their Argu-

" ments—They again petition and pretend there has heen no Bervice of the
Writ—Judgment given against them—Remarks on 'their Conduct—Nataral
effects of Dissent.

Tae Commissioners arrived at Boston on the 13th of July,
1664, and having laid before the Governor and Council their let-
ters patent, and called their attention to the last mandatory com-
munication from his Majesty, proceeded to the Hudson, for the
purpose of reducing the Dutch settlements, that interposed so m-
conveniently between the English provinces.

During their temporary absence, the Generat Court petitioned
the king to revoke their authonty. and once-more besought the
aid of all those influential persons in England, who, at one time
or another had shown them any kindness. To the former they
gaid, in their usual adulatory language, *“ As the high place you
sustain on earth doth number you among the gods, so you will

: nmtate the God of Heaven, in being ready to maintain the cause
E'
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of the afflicted, and the right of the poor, and to receive their cries
and addresses to that end.” The rest of the memorial was a
lamentation, at once humble in language, and obstinate in pur-
pose, filled with the most dutiful expressions of loyalty and obe-
dience, but containing no pledge of fulfilling any one of the rea-
sonable conditions, on which alone his Majesty had promised to
confirm their patent. To their patrons and friends they repre-
sented the commission as an attempt to destroy their privileges,
to deprive them of liberty of conscience, and to impose burdens
upon them that they were unable to bear. The king, who saw
through their evasions, assured them that his object was, not to
infringe upon their charter, but to see that its provisions were
fully and fairly eomplied with ; that their neighbors, the inhabit-
tants, and the savages, as well as the emigrants, made accurations
- against them, into which it was his duty to inquire ; that they
might rely upon the fullest protection and support that the best
subjects ever received fromn the most generous Prince; and final-
ly, that he would renew the patent for them, but must first insist
on a full and free toleration for Churchmen and Dissenters, and
a repeal of such laws as were repugnant to those of England.

Lord Clarendon, who was one of the noblemen to whom they
had addressed themselves, indignantly declined to be the medium
of their double-dealing. ) )

“I know not what you mean,” said his lordship, “ by saying
that the Commissioners have power to exercise government in-
consistent with your rights and privileges, since I am sure their
instructions are to see and provide for the due and full observa-
tions of the charter, and that all the privileges granted by it may
be equally enjoyed by all his Majesty’s subjects there. I know
they are expressly inhibited from intermeddling with, or obstruct-
- ing the administration of justice, according to the forms observed
there ; but if, in truth, the proceedings have been irregular, and
against the rules of justice (as in some particular cases, recom-
mended to them by his Majesty, they seem to be), it can not be
presumed that his majesty hath, or will leave his subjects of
New England without hope of redress by an appeal to him,
which his subjects of all his other kingdoms have free liberty to
make. I can say no more to you, but that it is in your power to
be very happy, and to enjoy all that hath been granted to you;
bat it will be absolutely necessary, that you perform and pay all
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that reverence and obedience, which iz due from subjects to their
king, and which his Majesty will exact from you, and doubts not
but to find from the best of the colony, both in quality and num-
br n

Subsequent events but too plainly showed that both were
wrong. There was too much hesitation and condescension on
the part of the king, and too much dogged obstinacy on the side
of the people. The whole tenor of the conduct of the colonists,
from their first arrival in the country, afforded no reasonable
ground for hoping for an accommodation. A commission of in-
quiry, that does not in the first instance supersede the local gov-
ernment, and assume the supreme command, is worse than use-,
less ; on the one hand, it is exposed to legalized obstructions, that
it can not resist; and on the other, it subverts that respect and
obedience to constituted authority, which is so essential to the
well-being of a community.

This was the first time the General Court had ever come
direct eonflict with the Crown. It was a difficult and trying
occasion, but they proved themselves equal to the emergency.
Their cautious conduet, temperate language, unflinching firm-
ness, and grave demeanor, gave them a decided advantage over
the Commissioners, who had neither the weight of character, the
influence of talent, por the amount of legal knowledge necessary
for the successful discharge of their duties, while they were
wholly destitute of the requisite means for enforcing their de-
cigions,*

They were equally forgetful of what was due to the high sta-
tion they filled themselves, and to the rank and power of a local
government, the choice of a free people. So far from having a
proper consideration for the mortifying and humiliating position
in which the General Court was placed, they seemed to regard
nothing but the exercise of their own authority.

The forbearance of the governor and his council, under their

* Hutchinson (vol. 1. p. 250) thus describes them: * Colonel Nichols, by his
discreet behavior, gained the esteem of the people, and afterward, while he was
Governor of New York, kept up friendly correspondence with the General Court
of Massachusctts. Carr and Cartwright were men very unfit for sach a trust,
and by their violent proceedings rendered themselves odious. Maverick seems
to have been appointed onl} to increase the number, and to be subservient to
others. He had lived in the colony from its beginning. He was always in op-
position to the autbority.”
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embarrassments, was more than conld have been expected from
men who had persuaded themselves they were rather sinned
against than sinning. Though indignant at being sumnmoned in
the presence of their constituents, to answer to every complaint
that could be solicited against them, and degraded by being put
upon their trial before incompetent, if not prejudiced judges, they
nevertheless maintained, with the utmost command of temper,
what they aflected to eall their chartered rights; asserting their
territorial supremacy, without recrimination on the one hand, or
an open and seditious denial of royal authority, en the other.
This line of conduct they steadily pursued, as long as it was pos-
sible to do so, or until submission or resistance became inevitable.

Whatever wisdom or experience may be gathered from the
pages of history in general, it is certain that the annals of the old
provinces, o rich in instruction, have imparted but little knowl-
edge to those in England, in whose hands are intrusted colonial
destinies. This eommission, as we shall see, was a wretehed
failure, as every guccessive one has been, down to that recently
gent to Canada. They are necessarily produetive of infinite mis-
chiel ; they lower the respect of the Provinecials for the imperial
Government, induee hasty and inconsiderate legislation, based on
reports that are alike distinguished for their ineongruity, imprac-
ticability, and disingenuousness ; but, above all, they disgust by
their reckless attacks (in which they make liberal use of the
senseless epithets, “ cliques,” *family compacts,”’ ‘“obstructives,’
and “ bigoted Tories”) on the loyal gentfy of the colonies, who
are as superior to those erratic politicians in ability and practical
information, as they are in integrity of conduct and consistency
of character. : * ‘

The General Court assembled on the 4th of August, when
they resolved : * That they would bear faithful and true allegi-
ance to his Majesty, and adhere to their patent so dearly obtained
and so long enjoyed by undoubted right, in the sight of God and
man.” They then repealed the law relating to the admission of
freemen, and, instead of it, provided another, that allowed En-
glish subjects, being freeholders, ratable to a certain value, certi-
Jied by the minister of the place to be orthodox, and not vicious
in their lives, to be made freemen, though not members of their
Church. '

In the mean time, the clergy and the demagogues prepared the
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people for resistance ; the former, by haranguing in their pulpits ;
the latter in their town- meetings. As the whole population was
eonstrained to attend public worship on Sundays, one day was
sufficient to disseminate sedition through a country predisposed to
receive it. Assembling for parish business, afforded favorable
opportunitiea for the inhabitants to discuss what they had ‘heard
in their conventicles. The most alarming rumors were artfully
put in circulation. It was said that Prelacy was to be estab-
lished, and tithes set apart for the Episcopal clergy: that disso-
lute soldiers were to be quartered upon the elect, and £5000
a year raised for the civil-list of the king, beside a tax of twelve-
pence per acre; while offices, without number, were to be cre-
ated for hungry courtiers. The louder, more inflammatory, and
bolder, were the harangues of their orators, the more acceptable
they became; and nothing was heard through the whole prov-
ince but tyranny and patriotism, liberty and slavery, victory or
death. :

The desired effect was immediately produced. 'Whoever asso-
ciated with the Royal Commissioners became the objects of pop-
ular ridicule or insult. They were afraid to appeal, lest they
should incur-the vengeance of their offended countrymen. They
were told, if they acknowledged the authority of the Board,
“they would pnll down with their own hands the house which
‘wisdom had built for them and their posterity.”

The Commissioners, desirous of removing the unfavorable im-
pressions raised against them by these slanders, requested that
the people might be convened together to hear their commands ;
but the Court, with their usual caution and evasion, dreading
the effect of the interview on the firmness of the yeomanry, no
less than the precedent of their obeying any one but themselves,
replied that they had no objection whatever to their assembling,
if they thought proper to do so; for they were free agents, and
ocould do as they saw fit on this or any other occasion. They
professed, however, their inability to understand how such a gen-
eral meeting could in any way further the object of their inquiry,
as the people were well-informed of all that had taken place, and
were faithfully represented 'by their delegates, who were empow-
ered to act and to speak in their behalf.

Entertaining this view, they said they did not feel justified in
commanding their attendance, especially as the season was such
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as to require the utmost exertion of every one, when labor was so
scarce and expensive; and, what was an awful consideration, it
would expose the aged and infirm, and the women and children,
of every frontier settlement to the fury of the savages, who would
doubtless seize the opportunity of wreaking their vengeance by
an indiscriminate slaughter of them all. For this reply, which
was better calculated to excite ridicule than indignation, they
were very coarsely stigmatized by one of the Commissioners ag
traitors. They then sent notices themselves, to be posted up in
different parts of the colony, requesting the inhabitants to meet
them, for the purpose of hearing the king’s gracious letters, and
learning the true object and design of their mission; but they
were too much irritated with what they had been told, to pay
any attention to them.

It is not my intention to enter into any detailed account of the
controversy between these functionaries and the local government,
as it would not only not interest the general reader, but would
withdraw our attention from the main object of the work. The
Court affected to feel and lament the painful dilemma in which
they were placed ; to submit, they conceived would be to strip
themselves of all their rights; to refuse compliance, seemed te be
attended with odium, and the danger of being considered in the
light of rebels. They said,  they esteemed it their greatest un-
happiness to be held to give up their privileges by charter, and
the rights of Englishmen, or else be accounted among such -as
denied his Majesty’s authority.” All their replies, therefore, were
worded in such general terms, and expressed in such cautious
language, that the Commissioners, after much correspondence,
and conferences without number, found, to their infinite mortifica-
tion, that, during the whole period of their residence in the
country, they had been traveling in a eircle, and had arrived at
last at.the same point from whence they had started, not much
enlightened by their vexatious and laborious tour. Loss of time
and labor generally produces a corresponding effect on the temper.
Irritated at last by the evasions or refusals of the Court, they
submitted to them the following question : * Do you acknowledge
the patent, wherein we are appointed, to be of full force to all
the purposes therein contained ?”” To this form of interrogation
the governor and his council ebjected, saying they chose rather to
plead their charter, and the king’s special charge, that they should
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not be disturbed in its enjoyment. =This being deemed wholly
unsatisfactory, they were again called upon for a ca.tegorical
answer ; but they declared it * was eneugh for them to give their
sense of the rights granted to them, and that it was beyond their
line to determine the power, extent, and purpose of his Majesty's
Commission.” Baffled in their attempi to draw them into an
admission, so fatal to their defense, or into a contumacious denial
of the royal authority, they determined to apply to them a most
stringent test, by bringing them to their bar, as a court of appeal.
They accordingly summoned them +to appear before them, to
answer to a complaint of & person against whom they had some
time before pronounced judgment. But they protested against
this assumption of power, so inconsistent with their charter, and
refused to attend. At the time appointed, a herald sounded his
trumpet, and read a proclamation, which, after a long recital of
their own forbearance during the protracted visit of the Commis-
sioners, and the repeated and frequent invasions they made upon
their rights, declared, in his Majesty’s name, and by the au-
thority committed to them by their patent, that they could not
consent to their proceedings, and that it was utterly inconsistent
with their allegiance to suffer any persons so to contravene the
king’s instructions.

After this they informed the Board of their earnest desire to
give them every satisfaction in their power, and notifiel them
that they should forthwith proceed to hear the cause themselves,
and desired them to appear and produce their allegations, to
which every attention should be paid.

This unexpected turn of affairs brought the commission to
a close in Massachusetts; and the officers composing it, after
protesting against the General Court taking cognizance of a
matter in which they were directly interested, informed them
that they should lose no time in such an undignified ¢ontest.
They were doomed, however, to suffer still further mortification.
They had been in the habit, during their residence at Boston, of
entertaining a social party of friends, on Saturday evening, at the
hotel where they lodged. This, it appears, was contrary to a
local Jaw, which required a strict observance. of the afternoon of
that day, as a portion of the Sabbath. A constable, intruded
into their room, ordered them, in the king's name, to disperse,
which caused his immediate e_;ect.wn from the house. Thinking
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that the insult was an intentional one, premeditated and sug-
gested by the magistrates, and fearing a repetition of the outrage,
they adjourned to the house of a friend, where they were again
visited by another bailiff; who, after admonishing them to mend
their manners, observed, it was fortunate they had not had him
to deal with, ‘as he would assuredly have arrested them all.
“ What,” said one of the Commissioners, * would you have pre-
sumed to lay hands on the king's officers ?”” <« Certainly,” was
the reply of the democratic and sanctimonious constable, **I would
seize the king himself if he were here.” Not knowing where
thie conduct might end, they left Massachusetts on a tour to the
other New England colonies, in which they experienced much
difficulty, though more obedience and courtesy than at Boston.
Like all commissioners of inquiry that have ever been sent to
America, they deemed it requisite to prove the necessity of their
appointment, by encouraging and graciously receiving complaints
against the local government. That the charter, which was
never designed as a constitution, was too undefined in its terms,
and too restricted in its practical operation, and that many
beneficial reforms were required, was beyond all doubt; but it
was equally obvious that respect was due to the station and
character of the governor and court of assistants, to the feelings
of people of influence and rank in the colony, and to the ministers
of the great body of the population. Mankind are sufficiently
prone to disobedience to their superiors ; but when the organs of
imperial authority lend their countenance and afford encourage-
ment to the disaffected, every land, whether it be the barren soil
of New England, or the fertile region of Canada, will bear a
plentiful harvest of falsehood, misrepresentation, and discontent.
One of the Commissioners was captured by the Dutch, on his
return to England, and lost all his papers, and another died the
day he landed in Bristol ; two acidents, which were seized upon
by the ministers, with theu' usual propensity for the marvelous,
and declared to be the just judgments of God upon those who
had sought to injure' the Lord’s elect. Such a signal ‘interposi-
tion of Providence raised the drooping spirits of those who doubted
the propriety of the conduct pursued by the General Court, and
confirmed the obstinacy and increased the spirit of resistance in
the magistrates and people. The official narrative, however, of
their proceedings reached England in safety ; and, as might have
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been expected from the treatment they had received, was very
unfavorable. It dieclosed very plainly,® how systematically the
Provincials had always pursued their darling object, self-govern-
ment, from their first settlement to the period of the rebellion in
England, when they besought Cromwell to bestow absolute inde-
pendence upon them; and from thence to the arrival of the Board,
whose authority they eluded or denied, calling themselves a state,
& commonwealth, and a people, in contradistinction to a coleny
and subjecta.

As soon as the result of their mission was lmown, it occmuned
great indignation. A letter- addressed in the name, and by -the
order of the king, and countersigned by Secretary Maurice, was
dispatched to Boston without delay, commanding on their allegi-
ance Mr Bellingham, the Governor, and Mr. Hawthore, the
Speaker, together with three others, to be chosen by the General
Court, to proceed forthwith to London, to answer the various
charges which from time to time had accumulated against them.
The peremptory tone of the order required their immediate and
serious attention. The Legislature was convened, and six elders
successively prayed for a blessing on their deliberations, and the
discovery of some practicable mode of escape from their troubles.

They were indebted to their ingenuity, for what no one else
but themselves would have attributed to their supplications. A
slight deviation from the truth effectually answered: their purpose,
They affected to doubt the authenticity of the letter, as they were
not familiar .with the signature of the officer by whom it was
signed, and pronounced it a forgery. They therefore agreed upon
an answer, in which the genuineness of the royal mandate was
questioned, and excused themselves for sending -over agents,
especially as they said the ablest among them could not declare

_ their cause more fully than it had been done already. An ab-
stract of the debate on this occasion has been preserved,t and
exhibits in strong colors their determined purpose to resist the
right of supervision or appeal. A very curious and subtle dis-
tinction was taken between such commands of the king’s as were
beneficial to them, and such as were not.} It was argued that
the civil magistraté was a minister of God for the good of the

* Bee “ Hutchinson's Hi-tory of the Colonies,” vol. 111. p. 412.

t Bee the Danforth Papers in vol. xix. Massachusetts Hist. Col.
% Boo Cobbet's letter in note to Hutchinson's History, vol. 1. p..253.
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people, and so far as his injunctions tended to their advantage,
ought to-be obeyed for conscience sake, but none would say it was
for the benefit of a colony to send away its rulers !

In the mean time the confederation of Massachusetts, Connecti-
cut, and Plymouth, was again senewed by commissioners from
the respective provinces, who entered into an offensive and, defens-
ive alliance. This convention increased the confidence of the
people in their own strength, by giving unity to their designs, and
vigor to their conduct. When gssembled, they represented a very
extensive country, and a large population, and naturally encour-
aged each other in struggling for independence, which was their
motive for settling in America, and the inheritance they hoped
to leave to their children.

A new interest, however, had now sprung up in England,
adverse to the pretensions of the colonists, that enlisted the people
on the side of the king, which it was easy to fortell would soon
overpower them. The commerce of the American provinces, as
we have seen, had already been regulated and restrained by Parlia~
ment. It was now considered a proper object for taxation.
Duties were laid upon certain enumerated articles, whjch were
to be collected in a new manner. The management of this
branch of revenue was committed to local officers, to be appointed
by the commissioners of the customs in England. The duties of.
tonnage and poundage had been extended to every dominion of
the Crown at the Restoration, but this was the first act which
imposed imposts on the colonies alone (1662), to be regularly
collected by provincial revenue officers. The former acts had
not only been evaded, but openly disregarded: by the people of
Boston; and the English merchants complained that they traded
directly to various ports in Europe, and invited foreigners to visit
them; that they supplied the adjoining plantations with the
productions of other nations, which ought to be sent to Great
Britain alone; that, having thus made Massachusetts the great
emporium for America, the commerce of the kingdom was great-
ly prejudiced, the national resources impaired, and the people im-
poverished. They also added, that such abuses would at once
destroy the trade of England, and effectnally relieve the colonies
from any sort of dependence on the parent country. The interest
at stake was too vast and too important to be trifled with. The
governors were therefore commanded, by royal authority, to enforce
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a strict obedience to the laws of trade. Commissions were trans-
mitted, empowering proper persons to administer an oath, {framed

to secure their strict observance. To add weight to these meas-
'~ ures, it was determined * that no Mediterranean passes should be
granted to New England, to protect its vessels against the Turks,
till it should be seen what dependence it would acknowledge on
his Majesty, or whether his custom-house officers should be re-
ceived as in other colonies.”

In order to counteract the effécts of the unfavorable report of
the Commissioners, and to allay the irritation arising from eo
many grievous complaints, it was deemed advisable by the Gene-
ral Court spontaneously to make some concessions, which, if they
did not wholly answer their avowed purpose, would at least en-
able them to procrastinate awhile longer, and retain the advant-
age that might be offered by time or opportunity. They there-
fore passed an act to punish high treason with death, and another
requiring all persons above sixteen years of age to take the oath
of allegiance, on pain of fine and imprisonment; the governor,
his deputy, and the magistrates, having first taken the same,
without reservation, in the words® sent them in the royal mandate.
The king's arms were also.ordered to be carved and put up in
the Court-house. Randolph, -who had suffered imprisonment
with Sir Edmund Andross, and had never forgotten or furgiven
the injuries then received, had carried to England very exagger-
ated accounts of the wealth and population of Massachusetts, and
now returned empowered to administer to the New England
governor an oath to enforce the acts of trade. In Massachusetts
it was peremptorily refused, on the ground that no such oath
was required by the charter. They, however, enacted one of their
own on the subject, and voted a present to the king of some cran-
berries, @ special good samp., as they were designated, and also
some cod-fish, cured after the manner of the country.

They were again admonished by his Majesty, who appears to
have treated them with great consideration, to send agents to

* The form of the oath, as previously existing, is one of the most evasive and
lodee ever constructed. It is in the following words: “ Whereas I, A. B;, am
an inhabitant within this jurisdiction, considering how I stand obliged to the
King's Majedty, his heirs and successors, by our charter and the government
established thereby, &c., swear, by the great and dreadful name of the everlast-
ing God, that 1 will bear faith and true allegiance to our sovereign Lord the
King, hig heirs and successors. 8o help me God.”
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England, with full power to answer for them, and, in the mean
time, required their immediate compliance with the several in-
junctions contained in the previous mandate. Having so often
found safety in delay, they persevered in this system of procrasti-
nation, alleging as an excuse, the dangers of the sea, the agent
for Connecticut having been recently captured by the Algerines,
and the heavy debt of the colony, which made it almost incapa-
ble of the expense. At last, however. the orders were repeated,
in such a peremptory manver, that eompliance could no longer be
deferred, and they were accordingly appointed, but strictly com-
manded not to do or consent to any thing that should violate or.
infringe the liberties and privileges granted by the charter, or the
government established by its authority.

. It was difficult to submit to the laws of trade on two grounds:
first, they interfered with the growth and prosperity of Boston ;
and secondly, being acts of a foreign power, they could not well
be acknowledged without admitting the authority that made
them. The king, finding that nothing effectual was done to
suppress these irregularities, deemed it necessary to send over a
custom-house officer with a suitable commission for executing his
important and delicate task. He was furnished with letters both
mandatory and introductory to the local government, and influ-
ential inhabitants, to support, aid, and countenance him in his
office. * It required a man of no ordinary nerve to attempt to
carry out such instructions, in defiance of u whole community.

Such a person, however, was Randulph who wa.s gelected for the
purpose.

Against this appointment the Lords of the Committee of Col-
onies very properly remonstrated. They reported to his Majesty,
“that no good was to be expected from the single endedvor of
one man, till by a general reformation of abuses, New England
is reduced to sucl:l dependence as is ylelded by the other col-
onies.’

They also suggested that the only effectual remedy, “was a
governor wholly supported by the king.” The wisdom of this
recommendation is evinced by the whole subsequent history of
the British possessions in America. Had it been acted upon, it
would have saved innumerable disputes and embarrassments ;
but like all the advice offered to that monarch, it was mesnred,
approved, and forgotten.
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As soon as Randolph landed, he was regarded as a spy and an
enemy, and was not only received with coldness, but encountered
obstruction and insult, both from the government and the people.
He was not altogether unprepared for the result, for he had pres
viously been informed by the governor, Mr. Leverett, in plain
langnage, that he did not acknowledge the authority of Parlia-
ment. . '

“] called his attention,” says the collector in his report, * to
the fact that several vessels had arrived from Spain, France,
Straights, Canaries, and other parts of Europe; centrary to.his
Majesty’'s laws for encouraging navigatien, and regulating the
trade of the plantations. He. freely declared to me, that the
laws made by your Majesty and your.Parliament oblige them in
nothing; but what consists with the interest of that colony; that
the legislative power is, and abides in them solely to apt and
make laws by virtue of the charter; that all matters in differ-
ence are to be conducted by their final determination without
appeal, and that.you ought not to retrench their liberties, but
may enlarge them if you please; and said that your Majesty
could do no less than let them enjoy their rights and trade, they
having upon their own charge, and without any contributien
from the Crown, made so large a plantation in the wilderness.”

, In addition to the odium resulting from enforcing laws so re-
pugnant to the prejudices and interesis of the people, Randolph
was also reeeived with great dislike as an Episcopalian, a corre-
spondent of the Bishop of London, and the avowed advocate for
the settlement of a clergyman of the Established Church in Bos-
ton. No Englishman was ever hated and dreaded as. much as
Bandolph (whom they called their evil genius), for he was reso-
lute, persevering, well-informed, and devoted to-the cause of the
king, and what he esteemed to be the rights of England.* But
what can one man do when the governor, the council, the as-
sembly, the judges, the jury, and the mob, are all opposed to
him, his office, and his claims? He returned to London to ex-
hibit another instance in his own person of the utter inutility of
attempting to enforce obedience in a colony, that is virtually
independent, without a total alteration in the ‘structure ef its
government, or the aid of a military force. His personal and

* He made eight voyages to England in nine years.
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official influence was such, that to anticipate his complaints they
voluntarily made some partial concessions. They passed an act,
giving authenticity and effica¢y to many of the navigation laws,
thereby adopting them as their own, in preference to admitting
their validity. The governor took the oath of office extracted
from the English-statutes, and rendered necessary by their own.
They modified their Jewish code of jurisprudence, and enrolled
the commission of the obnoxious officer. ’

These compliances induced his Majesty to try them a little
longer, and the collector was sent out, contrary to his own opin-
ion, to make, another attempt to discharge his duty, and found,
as he expected, that, notwithstanding all their professions, their
conduct and their principles were unchanged. Immédiately on
his arrival, he addressed a letter to the governor, demanding the
final resolution of the court, whether it would ‘admit his commis-
gion to be in force or not, that he might know how to deport him-
gelf. Of this communication they took no notice whatever, under
the impression that a reply might ‘hereafter rise up in judgment
against them ; but they thought that an exhibition of contempt
for him and his embarrassments was quite compatible with pru-
dence, for it must be felt to be appreciated, and is incapable of
description. They maintained silence, however, no longer than
was necessary to avoid committing themselves. He was soon
given to understand what he had to expect at their hapds.
Finding he could obtain no reply, he #et up a notice on the town-
house, informing the public of his commission as collector of cus-
toms, that he had opened an office for that purpose, and required
all persons interested to comply with the prescribed forms. The
court immediately ordered the marshal to remove the presump-
tuous advertisement, and adopted other measuses that effectually
defeated all his attempts to exercige his delegated authority. If
he prosecuted for a penalty, he was compelled to lodge caution-
money to respond the costs ; and if it came to trial, he either lost
hie cause and his deposit, or the penalty was claimed by the local
government. - ;

Every body was against him. Strange rumors reached him
that were not to be disregarded. His life was threatened. He
knew his men; he felt that they were capable of any acts of
violence, when they thought their rights infringed, and that their
penal laws were neither obsolete nor dormant, but executed with
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a vigor and severity wholly unrestrained by considerations of
mercy, or fear of consequences. He was given to understand, if
he persevered in seizing vessels, and embarrassing their trade, he
should be apprehended, tried, convicted, and executed, nnder a
local statute, that made any attempt to subvert their chartered
liberties: a capital offense. He was, therefore, under the neces-
sity of once more withdrawing to England, where he exhibited
seven formal articles of high misdemeanors against the General
Court. They were brief, perspicuous, and capable of proof, and
carried conviction on the face of them. The king's patience was
exhausted ; he threatened them, if they did not immediately send
agents duly authorized to act and submit to them, & quo war-
ranto should issue immediately. It was not now the complaint
of Randolph alone that they had to answer, but the remon-
strances of the whole mercantile and manufacturing interests of
the kingdom. The just displeasure of an offerided monarch, and
the well-founded fears of English statesmen that America“was
aiming at independence, required the exercise of all their ingenu-
ity and address. Two delegates were sent to England, commis-
sioned, as usual, “ to avoid or delay,” to obtain what they could,
but to make no concessions.

It was a time of general gloom in the colony. The king's
power was increasing in England. He was carrying on a suc-
cessful war against charters: even London had lost hers, and how
could they suppose they were to escape ? Every thing seemed to
conspire against them. They were at last somewhat divided in
opinion among themselves, whether it would not be better to
yield ; and their unity, in which had consisted their strength,
was shaken. Could it be a judgment from Heaven upon them
for their offenses? Could their recent toleration of sectaries have
drawn down on their heads judicial punishment? They were
the chosen people of the Lord. In giving way to the wishes of
a prelatic king, by adopting human laws instead of those of
Moses, which they had lately so impiously repealed, it 'was poe-
gible that disobedience might have deserved and received chas-
tisement. : :

SBomething very remarkable, it was generally believed, was
about to take place, for the air was filled with strange sounds,
and the darkness illuminated with wondrous lights. Two enor-
mous comets had traversed the heavens, and carried terror into
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every heart, as they were the sure and certain forerunners of
calamities to fallen, sinful man. Two of the largest fires ever
then known in North America, had nearly consumed Boston ;
the first destroying forty-five houses, beside numerous large stores,
and, what showed the Divine vengeance of the devouring flame
more than all, a meeting-house; the second burning up more
than eighty dwellings and seventy warehouses, with several ves-
sels and their cargoes.

A synod was called of all the clergy in Massachusetts. It
was an unusual occasion, and the prayers of the whole body were
needed. The preachers proved, to the entire satisfaction of the
people, that they could expeot no blessing if they continued to
allow the Lord’s heritage to be invaded by prelacy and dissent,
or relinquish the privileges of His elect. The drooping spirits of
the people revived, and they expressed their determination to
stand or fall by their charter, and to make no surrender.

On the arrival of the agents in England, it was found that
their instructions did not contain sufficient authority to enable
them to treat on behalf of the colony. They were ordered to
procure more comprehensive powers, but the General Court re-
fused to enlarge them. Their mi sion was thus brought to a
close, and a quo warranto issued in the usual form, for the pur-
pose of putting an end to the charter.

Hitherto, the local government had depended upon their allies,
the Liberals. The connection had always been one of conven-
ience rather than regard, for they mutually despised each other.
The Provincials cealesced with that party, because they had a
more republican tendency than the Tories, and courted the sup-
port of the enemies of the Church ; but they loathed. their profli-
gacy, their disregard of all prmclpla”and their readiness to sacri-
fice patriotism for place, and consistency for the emoluments of
office. On the other hand, the Liberals knew the importance of
%0 large and influential a 'bodjr as the Sectarians, and were well
skilled. in inflaming their passions, pa.ndanng to their prejudices,
and rendering their discontent and their union subservient to their
own schemes of ambition. But while they used them, they ridi-
ouled them ; and their. ignorant zeal, hypocritical pretensions, and
extravagant language of cant, afforded them inexhaustible sub-
jects for satire. It was an age when the leaders of the two ex-
tremes of sanctimonious and dissolute modes found their greatest
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shfety in embracing each other. Knowing that the Liberals
were always venal, and having succeeded in seducing the clerks
of the public offices (if there can be seduction where there is no
virtue), and kept them. on pay -to betray their trusts, they were
always constantly and accurately informed of the secrets of State,
and fiirnished with copies of-all Minutes of Council, memorials,
or complaints, affecting their interests, as well as the nm;nes of
those. members that voted for or against them. -

They now conceived the plan of eoncentrating their gratuities
and tempting the cupidity of the king, and most unblushingly
offered him a ‘bribe of two thousand guineas.* His thoughtless
dizsipation, lavish profusion, and unquenchable thirst for means
to gratify his extravagant habits, were well calculated to lower
himself and his monarchy to the level of republicans. The agents
did not underrate his honor, but they overvalued their own dex-
terity. Had it beenr deticately managed—for he was fastidious
in his appetites—it is to be feared he would have had as little
virtue to resist, as they had honesty to offer the temptation ; but
the coarseness of the execution, if possible, surpassed the baseness
of the design, and it failed of success as much on account of its
grossness, as its immorality.

It was a great mortification to both.- The king eoneealed his

* The proofs of these charges ere abundant. The following will suffice :

“From the Clerks of the Privy Council, who were retained on treacherous
pay, they procured the strictest information, and even the Btate papers. Per-
fectly acquainted by this with Earopean affairs, the ruling men at Bos-
ton were able to draw every advantage from distractions, either to act with
moderation or firmness.”—Chlm. Col. vol. 1. p. 129. [Chelmus held the impor-
tant office’ of Head Clerk m the Committee of I;he Privy Council, and is therefore
good adthority].” - -

“Having long corrupted hl.s servants, they now attempted to bribe h 1f by
an offer’of two thousand guineas."—Chim. Col. vol. 1. p. 133. * Massachusetts
was willing to bribe the Monarch into clemancy toward its lberties.”—Ban.
Hist. vol. 11. p. 123. “ Cranfield advised tend ing two th d guir for the
king’s private service. The Court agreed to the pmpoas.l and showed him the
letter they had written to their agent thereon.”—Hutch. Hist. vol. 1. p. 337.

# Major Thompson would make better use of your funds for your advantage.
His employment in the East India Company gives him frequent access to Court,
where he hath opportunity to give a feeling to sach classes of the Council as
may serve you with true intelligence. They have been there two years raising
money upon the poor inhabitants to make friends at Court. Certainly they have
some there too nigh the Council Chamber, otherwise they could not have copies
of my petition against the Gover t, my articles of high misdemeanors, and
now of Cranfield's instructions.”—Letter of Randolph to Clarendon, June 14th,
1682,

- F
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chagrin under a well-turned point. He said the Puritans were
unrelenting foes, they had deprived his sainted father of his life,
and now they would rob him of what he prized more highly, his
honor. The agents were covered with shame, and were pointed
at wherever they went as hypocrites, who had the depravity of
courtiers, without their practical adroitness, or polished manner to
conceal it.* They returned as soon as possible to Boston from
their fruitless mission, and arrived on the 23d of October, and the
same week were followed by the indefatigable Randolph, with

At the same time his Majesty made one effort more to bring this
protracted contest to an end, and condescended again to entreat
them to submit, promising at the same time to make as few alter-
atione in their patent as possible, consistently with the support of a
royal government. _In this desperate situation the question was de-
bated, both in.the General Court, and among the inhabitants at
large, whether it were better to make ample submission to the king,
or suffer matters totake their course. The Governinent, however,
and the people, true to the principles they had ever professed, de-
termined it was better to die by the hands of others, than to com-
mit a suicidal act-themselves, by surrendering a charter, under
which they had, for a period of fifty years, enjoyed internal and
external independence. The General Court assembled and de-
bated the subject for a fortnight. The upper branch was divided
in opinion, but moderate counsels prevailed, arid the majority
passed a resolution not to contend with his Majesty at law, but
rather throw themselves on his mercy, and to send agents to re-
ceive the royal commands. This vote was sent to the Chamber
of Deputies, according to the usual form, for their concurrence.

* Truly, sir, if you could see how we are ridiculed by our best friends at Court,
it would grieve you.—Dudley's Letter to Bradstreet, February, 1682.

t The vote was as follows: * The magistrates have voted that an humble ad
dress be sent to his Majesty by thl.l ship, declating that, upon a serious consid-
eration of bis Majésty's graci timations, in his fc leuan. and more par-
ticalarly in his late declaration, that his pleasare and purpose is only to regulate
our charter in such a manner as shall be for his service, and the good of thia his
colony, and without any other alteration than what is y for the sopport
of his government here; we will not presume to contend with his Majesty in
& court of law, but humbly lay ourselves at his Majeaty's feet, in a submission
to his pleasure so declared, and that we have resolved by the next opportunity
to send our agents, empowered to receive his Majesty's commands accordingly.
And, for saving a default of non-appearance apon the return of the writ of guo
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The clergy took the alarm and effectually prevented-its passage
through the lower house. 1t was the last time they were ever
able to exert the same influence.®

The arguments on this occasion (though not in the shape of
modern reporis) are preserved in the valuable and interesting
collection of the Masesachusetts Historical Society : the substance
I find elsewhere thus condensed. Ought the government of
Massachusetts (thus-it was argued) submit to the pleasure of the
Court, as to alteration of their charter ? Submission would be an
offense against the Majesty of Heaven. The religion of the people
of New England, and the Court’s pleasure can not consist to-
gether. By submission Massachusetts will gain nothing. The
Court designs an essential alteration, destructive to the vitals of
the charter. The corporations in England that have made an
entire resignation, have no advantage over those who have stood
a suit in law. But if we maintain a suit, though we should be
condemmed, we may bring the matter to Chancery or to Parlia-
ment, and in time recover all again. 'We ought not to act con-
trary to that way in which God hath owned our worthy prede-
cessors, who in 1638, when there was a quo warranto against
the charter durst not submit. In 1664 they did not submit to
the Commissioners. 'We, their successors, should walk in their
steps, and so trust in the God of our fathers, that we shall see
His ealvation. Submission would gratify our adversaries, and
grieve our friends. Our enemies know that it will sound ill in
the world, for them to take away the liberties of a poor people of
God in a wilderness. A resignation will bring slavery upon us
sooner than it otherwise would be, and will grieve our friends in
other colonies, whose eyes are now upon New England, expecting
that the people there will not through fear give a pernicious ex-
ample unto others. Blind obedience to the pleasure of the Court,
can not be without great sin, and incurring the high displeasure
of the King of Kings; submission would be contrary unto that

warranto, that some meet person or persons be appointed and empowered, by
letter of attorney, to appear and make a defense, until our agents may make
their appearance and submission as above. The magistrates have passed this
with reference to the consent of their brethren and the depaties hereto.
“EpwaRD HawsoN, Secrelary.”

* «The clergy turned the scale for the last time. The balance which they
had held from the beginning, they were allowed to retain no longer.”—Hutchin-
0%,

i
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which has been the unanimous advice of the ministers, given aftex
a solemn -day of prayer. The ministers of God in New England
have more of the spirit of John the Baptist in them, than now,
when a storm hath overtaken them, to be reeds shaken with the
wind. The Priests were to-be the first that set their feet in the
waters, and there to stand till the danger be past; of all men
they should be an example to the Lord’s people of faith, courage
and constancy. Unquestionably if the blessed Cotion, Hooker,
Davenport, Shepherd, and Mitchell, were now living, they would,
as is evident from their printed books, say, * Do not sin in giving
away the inheritance of your fathers.’

“ Nor ‘ought we to submit without the consent of the body
of the people. But the freemen and Church members through-
out New England will never consent hereunto. Therefore, the
Government may not do it. The civil liberties of New En-
gland are part of the inheritance of their fathers, and shall we
give that inheritance away? Better suffer than sin. It is bet-
ter to trust the God of our -fathers, than to put confidence in
princes.- If we suffer because we dare not eomply with the
wills of men, against the will of God, we suffer in a good cause,
and shall be accounted martyrs in the next generation, and at
the Great Day.” The vote was finally sent back w:th the
following decision. * The Deputies consent not.”

The proprietors resident in England, with one exception only,
ashamed of conduct they could not justify, disclaimed the usurp~
ation. Craddock, their former governor, after some little show
of deference, suftered a default to be entered, and the rest of the
patentees stood outlawed. The General Court, consistent to
the last, made one more attempt at delay and supplication. In
an address, most humble in language, but firm in purpose, they
excused themselves from sending home the charter, on pretense
that judgement had been passed against it, upon a quo war-
ranto, and declared if they had heen duly notified, no doubt they
could have put in a sufficient plea to it; that if they should
transmit it, they would be looked upon as runagates and out-
laws ; that the common people would think that his Majesty had
cast them off; and that they would for their safety confederate
themselves under a new government, which would be of dan-
gerous example to other plantations. ;

*“'We do not question your proceedings,”’ they said, in conclu-
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gion, “we only desire to_open our griefs. where -the remedy is to
be expected, and we are told to renew our humble supplication
to your Lordships, that we may be suffered to live here in this

.wilderness, and that this poor plantation, which hath found more

favor with God than many others, may not find less favor with
the King.” A semi-official reply was returned by the Lords
Commissioners through the medium of Mr. Craddock. They
again called upon the corporation io send home the charter ;
and, as an earnest of their bemevolent designs, authorized its
present Government to continue until a new patent ahoald‘pas!
the seals.

In addltwn to this memorial, they a.va.lled themselves of the
want of a formal service of the order, and accordingly voted to
take no notice of it; *for,” said the members in their debates,
‘it is ungfficial, and the Lords Commissioners can not proceed
upon it, since they can obtain no proof that it was delivered to
the Governor ;" and, the better to insure this result, they direct-
ed Mr. Craddock’s agent, when he again wrote to his principal,
not to mention the receipt of his last letter. But this technical
objection availed not, and & judgment was entered on the quo
warranto, in Trinity Term, 1684, a copy of which reached
Boston on the 3d day of July, 1685, and put an end to the
ancient Government of Massachusetts.

Thus fell the first American Republic, after an existence
of more than fifty years; “but with i" says a distinguished
author,* * fell not the habits nor the principles which the settle-
ment of the country had engendered. These were for a time
shghtly hidden in its fall, but soon sprang up again, more deeply-
rooted’ and renovated with permanent strengih; nor have they
ceased .to flourish, till, in their turn, they have overrun, and
probably forever, buried every germ of royal authority in that
repubhcan goil.”

It is not my object to animadvert an the conduct of the first
settlers of Massachusetts, but to record so much of their history
as is necessary to establish the proposition I set out with, namely,
that American democracy does not owe its origin to the revolution,
and to the great statesmen that framed the Federal Constitution ;
but that it existed in the country from the earliest period, and

* Minot.
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that a republic de facto was founded at Boston, in 1630, which
subsisted in full force and vigor for more than half a century.
After the narration contained in these pages of its rise, progress,
and terminatipn, I think no one can entertain a doubt that the
independence of the States conferred little or nothing on Massa-
chusetts that she did not enjoy under her first charter, unless it
be an exemption from the restrictions on her trade, imposed by
the navigation laws. Her internal sovereignty indeed was more
complete than it is now, for all the delegated powers given to
Congress, the National Judicatory, and other federal institutions,
is o much withdrawn from what she then possessed and retained
in her own hands.

It is not my province to subject the pretensions of this people
to the ordeal of criticism. If it were, however, it would be found
that though the means used for their. defense were not always
such as could be approved, there is much to admire in their his-
tory. Having removed the charter to America, and boldly
usurped the power of independent self'government, that act must
be carefully distinguished from the rest of their conduct, amd
separately considered with reference to its legality or morality.
Their subsequent defense, of what they conceived to have been
their chartered privileges, was always skillful and persevering,
and often manly. It would be unfair to view them through the
medium of loyalist prepossessions. They were not rebels, for they
did not profess to be subjects. And be it remembered the dis-
tinction they took: between local and general allegiance has the
authority of high names to sanction it. They were not at that
time so much endeavoring to sever the connection with England,
as to protect themselves from aggression. If they were intolerant,
it was the vice of the age. If their negotiations with the parent
country, through the instrumentality of their agents, were some-
times deficient in frankness and sincerity, they are qualities
which have never been ascribed to diplomacy, and there is no
reason to charge them exclusively with faults, from which, un-
happily, no people were ever exempt. Nothing could be more
natural, nothing more plausible, and, I might almost say, nothing
more reasonabls, than their claim to the territory they inhabited.
Unlike other colonists of modern times, they had mot received
any thing from England that demanded their gratitude. They
made the province themselves. It is cultivation and population
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alone that stamp a value on land. The cold, barren, and inhos-
pitable country comprised within their grant, was scarcely worthy
of acceptance, certainly not of purchase, at the date of their
patent. The fostering hand of the parent state was never extend-
ed to them. They cleared the interminable forests, they resisted
the assaults of the savages, and the encroachments of the French.
They built up their villages, extended their settlements, erected
their fortifications, founded their schools, supported their clergy,
and established and maintained the government, not only without
the aid of England, but under many discouragements, and in the
face of opposition.

The annals of eolonization may be searched in vain for an e&'ort
go distinguished for courage, industry, perseverance, frugality, and
intelligence. Their descendants have reason to be proud of the im-
perishable monument their ancestors thus erected, in the great
American wilderness, of their own fame. 1Is it then to be wondered
at, if they loved so dearly, and defended so strongly, a possession
so peculiarly their own? and must we not in fairness admit, if
they called sophistry in aid of their claim to independence, that
England, to maintain her title by discovery, had not in reality
much better or sounder grounds to proceed upon. The right of
Europeans to America will not bear a very close investigation,
but the pioneers who settled it, under the circumstances I have
mentioned, might well be excused, if they thought their preten-
sions quite equal to those who had first sailed along the coast, and
called it their own. '

Their faults were engendered by the age in which they lived,
their seclusion from the world, the severity of their morals, and
the confused and imperfect knowledge they had of the relative
obligation of the Old and New Testament; and as it would be
manifestly unjust fo omit those circumstances that palliated or
accounted for their conduct, so, on the other hand, the narrative
would be equally incomplete if no mention ‘were made of their
glaring inconsistencies. By quitting the reformed and pristine
Church of England to which they belonged, they gave up fixed
principles for the unsettled license of that un.mea.mug term,
Protestantism, and decent and necessary ceremonies, for an ex-
emption from all orders and established observances. They
measured what they were by what they were not; and, as they
potested against the errors of Popery, very complacently assumed
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that the whole Roman Church was a vast and complicated error,
and that whatever she did not believe, pragtice, or enforce—and
that only—was primitive. In their pious horror of its unauthor-
ized assumptions, they adopted a system that consisted of nothing
else but human inventions. They resisted a prelate with disdain,
for the Pope was a bishop. They suppressed confirmation, trans-
ferred ordination to the brethren, and marriage to the civil magis-
trate ; and, as prelatic clergy bowed in reverence, and kneeled in
supplication, they abolished both as superstitions, and voted to
stand up boldly before their M'a.kér, and plead guilty or not guilty
like men. They did not thigk it scriptural to call the Apostles
saints, who were unlettered ten like Congregationalists (with no
other possible advantage but the accidental one of being inspired),
but they thought it by no means superstitious to appropriate the
designation to themselves, or to'regard old women as witches,
and consistent with religion to execute them. They denied the
authority of the General Council, composed of learned djvines, but
they established synods, consisting of men who compensated for
their want of erudition by their superior gifts of extemporaneous
preaching. They maintained the right of private judgment in
religion, but they hanged Quakers; for it was manifest that they
who differed from them had no judgment whatever. Determined
to limit the authority of the clergy, they elected and ordained
them themselves, and gave them to understand that the same
power that made could discharge them. They then, with singu-
lar incongistency, invested them with privileges that made them
infinitely more despotic than those of any Church in the world.
They emigrated, they said, to avoid persecution. = More than fifty
years elapsed before the Church of England could compel them
to be tolerant. The fact that religious liberty was forced upon
them by her efforts, is a triumphant answer to the calumnies that
have been so liberally heaped upon her by sectarians and Roma.n-
ists, at home and abroad.

This is the natural effect of schism. But the blame belongs
not to the Puritans of Massachusetts more than to others. Dis-
gent has no resting-place. There are regions yet unexplored,
where the adventurers who are in advance of their nation, and
dwell on the borders of civilization, may push their discovery, and,
like the Mormons, enjoy the revelation of prophets of their own.

Although we must now take leave of these republican colonists,
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we shall still continue their history during the interval that
elapsed before the arrival of the new charter, when it will be a
more agreeable duty to examine the institutions they planted in
the country, the beneficial effects of which are still felt and ac-
knowlédged throughout the United" States. I shall next give a
brief view of the condition of the other provinces at this period,
which forms a great epoch in the history of the country, and after-
ward trace the progress of democracy in this continent during the
existence of the royal government, until it attained that strength
and maturity that enabled it boldly to. assert, and manfully
achieve, its absolute independen:.e.
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CHAPTER I

Tndignation and Grief of the Colonists at the Loss of their Charter—Death of
Charles II.—Accession of James I[.—Apprehensions of having Colonel Kirke

. as Governer—Some Account of him—Mr. Dudley appointed President, who,
with the Assi of six C ilors, undertakes the Government—Protest
of the Magistrates agninst the Boppression of the Legislature—Unpopularity
of the President—Description of the Territory within his Jurisdiction—Bome
Account of Maine and Now Hampshire, and the Intrignes of Massachuaetts to
extend its Authority over them—Desire of Charles 1L to confer the former on
the Dake of Monmouth, and to establish & Royal Gover t in the Latt
Both comprehended within the C ission of President Dudley—Character
of his Administration.

WE have seen in the foregoing chapters how constantly this
people asserted and maintained their independence from the day
they first landed in the colony until the charter was revoked.
The loss of their liberty filled them with grief, and indignation.
They had always dreaded interference, and had hitherto resisted
or evaded every attempt of the king, the Parliament, or the
hierarchy to control them. This continued watchfulness, and
anxious jealousy, bad infused into their minds suspicion of the
designe, and distrust of the good faith of England; but the loss
of their patent inspired feelings of hatred for what they called the
wantonness of invasion, and of revenge for the humiliation of
defeat. Unable to defend themselves, they were compelled to
yield to superior power; but if they could not openly contend,
they could at least hatass. If they could not recover the country
they had cleared and planted, they felt they could make it an un-
comfortable abode for their victors. In the age in which they
lived, they knew they must have some form of constitutional
government, and some fundamental nghta conceded to them, and
that the exercise of those privileges in a spirit of bitterness and
uncompromising obstinacy must necessarily embarrass any ad-
ministration, and render the possession of the colony as useless to
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the English, as their presence and interference was distasteful to
them.

Thus the republicanism of America may be traced to its first
settlement, but the intense hatred of the Imperial Government,
that gave stability and strength to the anti-monarchical principles,
and finally led to the overthrow of British rule, must be dated in
1684 (the period when they lost their charter). It is not easy,
at this distance of time, for persons practically unacquainted with
the untiring zeal, the malignant revenge, intrepid courage, and
martyr spirit of fanaticism, to comprehend the full force of the
rage and disaffection with which the Provincials were maddened
at the overthrow of their little sovereignty. The revocation by
Charles II. of the patent of Massachusetts was the first step
taken in a great scheme of reform he had conceived for the trans-
atlantic plantations, The inconsiderate manner in which he had
disposed of a large portion of his American territory, the little
control he had reserved to himself in the charters he had given
to several colonies, and the difficulty he found in enforcing obedi-
ence to the laws of trade, as well as the increasing growth of
democracy among the people, admonished him that they all re-
quired remodeling. By commencing with the most refractory,
he gave warning to the others, that he had at last become sen-
sible of the error of his past inconsistencies, and was resolved on
vigorous conduct for the future. "He died before he could put
any of his plans into execution, and the task devolved upon his
brother, James IT.

The first measure of the new monarch was to make a tem-
porary provision for the government of Massachusetts, in order
to give him time to mature and arrange the details of a ‘com-
prehensive system of colonial policy. His very name inspired
terror and dislike into the minds of the nonconformists. Their
fears derived additional intemsity from a rumer that reached
thern, that the noted and detestable Colonel Kirke was to be
imposed upon them as governor. To receive a stranger at all in
that capacity from the hands of others, when they had been in
the habit of filling the office by election themselves, was an in-
tolerable grievance, but to submit to a man who was only known
for his atrocious butcheries, required a Christian meekness for
which they could find neither example nor authority in Puritan-
ism.
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Kirke was a spldier of fortune, who had long served at Tan-
giers, and had contracted, from his intercourse with the Moors,
a taste for executions that astonished and alarmed the inhabit-
ants of England. After the defeat.of Monmouth, he gratified
his appetite for blood at the expense of the unfortunate and mis-
guided prisoners. At his first entry into Bridgewater, he hanged
nineteen prisoners without the least inquiry into the merits of
their case. As if to make sport with death, he ordered a certain
number to be executed, while he and his company should drink
to the health of the king, or the queen, or that of the Chief
Justice Jeffreys. Observing their feet to quiver in the agonies
of death, he said he wonld give them music to their dancing, and
immediately ordered the drums to beat, and the trumpets to
sound. By way of experiment, he ordered one man to be hung
up three times, questioning him at each interval, whether he
repented of his crime ; but the prisoner obstinately asserting, that
notwithstanding the past, he still would willingly engage in the
same cause, Kirke ordered him to be hung in chains. All the
inhabitants of the adjoining county, innocent as well as guilty,
were exposed to the ravages of this barbarian. The soldiery
were let loose to live at free quarters; and his own regiment,
instructed by his example, distinguished themselves in a particu-
lar manner by their outrages. By way of pleasantry, he used to
call them his lambds, an appellation which was long remembered
with horror in the west of England.® i

It was some consolation to them to find that instead of this
monster, Mr. Dudley, a native of the colony, who, though now
unpopular, had once enjoyed the confidence of the people, and
served as their agent in England, had been appointed president,
and several members of the Upper House as’councilors. This
act relieved their apprehensions, and quieted their fears, but it
did not, as it was supposed, win their affection. They were
pacified from time to time, but never conciliated. They sighed
for their past independence, and moaned ever their lost. republic.
They submitted to the English as their masters, but ever evinced
a sullen discontent, a refractory gtubbornness, and an intractable
disposition. ~ Mr. Dudley was strongly urged not to accept the
office, for he who receives a delegated commission, and acts upon
it, tacitly but assuredly admits the right of the granter. Even

* These particulars are extracted from Hume.
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his councilars joined in these expostulations, and the court made
the following protest :

“ GENTLEMEN— We have perused what you left with us, as a
true oopy of his Majesty’s commission, showed to us the 17th
instant, empowering you for the governing of his Majesty’s sub-
jects inhabiting this colony, and other places therein mentioned.
You then applied to us, not as a Governor and a company, but
(as you were pleased to termn us), somé of the principal gentlemen
and chief inhabitants of the several towns of Massachusetts;
among other discourge, saying it concerned us to consider what there-
in might be thought hard and uneasy. Upon perusal whereof
we find as we conceive: 1st. That there is no determinate rule
for your administration of justice ; and that which is seems to be
too arbitrary. 2d. That the subjects are abridged of their liberty
as Englishmen, both in the matters of legislation, and in laying
of taxes; and indeed the whole unquestioned privilege of the
subject transferred upon yourselves, there not being the least
mention of an dssembly in the commission, and therefore we
think it highly concerns you to consider whether such a commis-
sion be safe for you or us; but if you are so satisfied therein as
that you hold yourselves obliged thereby, and to take upon you
the government of this people, although we can not give our
assent thereto, yet we hope we shall demean ourselves as true
and loyal subjects to his Majesty, and hnmb’ly make our addresses
unto God, and in due time to our gra.cwm Prince for our relief.

“May 20, 1686." -~

It 'was known that the commission was a temporary expedient
to give legal sanction to the proceedings of the Government, until
a form of constitution could be agreed upon ; but the acceptance
of it by Mr. Dudley was considered an act of treachery, if not of
treason to his country, and was punished accordingly by the
total and irretrievable loss of his popularity® and influence, and
by the sleepless watchfulness of his offended countrymen, who lost
no opportunity during the remainder of his life, either of damag-
ing his reputation, or thwarting his advanoement.f

* An abstract of the commission may be found in vol. v. Hist. Coll. of Mass.,

end in Belknap's History of New Hampshire.
t At a subsequent period, when imprisoned, during the rebellion that preced-
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The cornmission of the President included the Narragansett or
King’s Province, New Hampshire and Maine, the two last of
which had been the subject of much litigation and difficulty for
many years. WS¢ have already seen how desirous Massachusetts
ever was of enlarging her boundaries and of assunting jurisdiction
over vacant possessions or feeble neighbors. The territory com-
prised within what now forms the States of New Hampshire and
Maine, offered too great a temptation to her cupidity to be resist-
ed; and I have reserved to this place an account of her aggres-
sion at different times to avoid repeated references, and to pre-
serve the continuity of the narrative. The first was granted as
early as 1635 to Captain Mason, and the latter to Sir Ferdinando
Georges, who severally formed small settlements in them, that
derived subsistence from the soil, and some little profit from the
fisheries and free-trade. 'Ten years afterward, some persons who
had adopted heretical opinions, and rendered themselves obnoxious
to the Government of Massachusetts, removed, either under the
Ppretense, or in open contempt of grants of the proprietors, to the
banke of the river that divided the two provinces, and associated
themselves, as it was then called, by entering into a mutual com-
pact for self-government.

Although differing in many points of doctrine from their friends
at Boston, they were united by the common ties of descent and
interest. Their more powerful neighbor and parent state, by
claims of juriediction which they were unable to resist, or prom-
ises of protection from the Indians, of which they stood greatly in
need, prevailed upon them to place themselves under her control,
and by degrees they became both merged in the ambitious and
growing little republic. Charles II. strove in vain to re-invest
the heirs of the grantees with  the possession. The rule of the
‘“old colony” was more congenial 1o the feelings of the people
than that of a monarch three thousand miles off, who had as little

ed the proclamation of William and Mary, there wes a strong party for trying
and executing him. Fear of consequences alone prevented the people from
resorting to these desperate measures. Danforth thus writes to Mather : « Mr.
Dudley is in a peculi the object of the people’s displeasure, even
throughout all the colonies where he sat as judge ; they deeply resent his cor-
respondence with that wicked man, Randolph, for overtarning the Government.
The Governor and Council, though they have done their utmost to procure his
enlargement, yet can't prevail; but the people will have him in jail, and
when he hath been by order turned cut, by force and tumult they fetch bim in
again,” &c.—Hutchinson, vol. L.
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interest in their affairs as power to enforce his authority. The
Commissioners to whom I have referred re-established in 1665
the government of Mason and Georges, but they had no eooner
departed for Europe than the General Court invaded the terri-
tory, and by force of arms resumed their former juriediction. Ir-
ritated at this open defiance, Charles II. threatened to restrain
their commerce, and they finally yielded to menace, which they
knew he could execute, what they denied to demands unsupport-
ed by a military force on the spot. After a vexations and expens-
ive litigation, the claim of the plaintiffs was sanctioned by the
decision of an English court, and their opponents were compelled
to confine themselves within their original limits.

This investigation brought to light a fact not then generally
known, that the proprietors of New Hampshire were entitled to
the soil alone under the patent to their ancestor, while the heirs
of Sir Ferdinando Georges had a right both to the country ahd the
government. In consequence of this discovery the king was de-
sirous of purchasing Maine for his son, the Duke of Monmouth ;
but while he was in treaty for it, Massachusetts, informed of his
intention by the clerks in the public offices, whom they kept in

.their pay, and having the requisite means at their command,
bought it from the owners, whose title had been established by a
legal decision. The remonstrances of the sovereign was as un-
availing as all his other expostulations and threats.” They enter-
ed into immediate possession, and governed it by officers of their
own as a “ Colony from the Mother Province.”

Disappointed in obtaining Maine, the king attempted in 1679
to found a “ Royal Province in' New Hampshire,” and appointed
a governor, whom he invested with the requisite powers, but he
found it easier to grant a commission than to enforce obedience to
it. 'This was the first constitution of the kind in New England.
It contained more essential freedom, though less independence,
than the republic of Massachusetts. - It consisted of a President
and Council, and a House of Assembly, and secured a reservation
of the king’s negative. The Upper House was made a court of
record for the trial of all causes whether civil or military, subject
to an appeal of all matters above fifty pounds, and was empower-
ed to appoint officers, and take efficient measures for the defense
of the country. Liberty of conscience was allowed to all Protest-
ants, but the Church of England was especially to be encour-



136 THE ENGLIEBH IN AMERICA.

aged. Upon this Belknap, in his “ History of New Hampshire

(a work written in an able and impartial manner, and in a very
agreeable style) remarks, * Had such a simple form of government
been more generally adopted, and perscveringly adhered to, and
administered only by the most delicate hands, it might have
served better than any other to perpetuate the dependence of the
colonies on the British-Crown.” :

The first act of the legislature plainly disclosed the overpower-
ing influence of Massachusetts, derived from a congeniality of re-
ligious and political opinions. They commenced their labors by
an assertion of right * that no act, imposition, law, or ordinance,
shall be valid unless made by the Assembly, and approved by the
people.” The experiment, as might have been expected, proved
abortive. The fanatical preachers, goaded on by their brethren
in New England, urged the people first to passive resistance, and
then to armed rebellion ; and although the President was able to
support the first ou_tbreak he found it necessary to fly for his life
from the second. 'When surrendering his commission, he ob-
served that “while the clergy are allowed to preach to a mu-
tinous people, no true allegiance would be found there. On my
retirement, the world will see that it is the royal commission
they cavil at, and not my- person; and time will show that no
one will be accepted by them who put the king’s commands
into execution.”

The succeeding gnvem'or endured the same insults, and en-
countered the same defiance, and added his testimony to that of
his predecessor, *“ Unless these factious preachers are turned
out of the colony, there will be disquiets here, as no Popa
ever acted with greater arrogance; and without some force to
keep this people under, it will be very difficult, if not an im-
possible thing to put into execution his Majesty's orders, or the
laws of trade.”

" Warned by these failures, both these districts were now compre-
hended in the temporary commission of President Dudley, and long
after remained united with Massachusetts. Such, however, are
the uncertainties which attend human schemes, that now that the
charter was forfeited, the leaders in these intrigues were mortified
to find that they had, by their own usurpations and acts, enlarged
the limits of a royal colony. The inhabitants of both dependen-
cies were no less humiliated by the reflection, that by lending
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themselves to a fraud on individual rights, and regal anthority,
they had lost the benefit of a local government, while they were
too poor and too few in number to have either weight or influ-
ence in the one they had struggled to establish. Instead of van-
quishing the king, they had injured their own cause ; and while
_ they were congratulating themselves on the success of their efforts,
they made the unwelcome discovery that victory is sometimes
more ruinous than defeat.

The administration of Dudley was of short duration. Tt was
not probable, it was ever in the contemplation of James to con-
tinue him for any length of time in his office. He was a-colo-
nist, anid would have been both unfit and unwilling to have be-
come the instrument of his arbitrary measures. It was manifest
that he considered it but a temporary arrangement himself. As
far as possible, he suffered the old order of things to continue.
Although in obedience to his commission the Hotse of Represent-
atives was laid aside, the magistrates and select-men discharged
their several duties as heretofore ; and as little was done by him
as was compatible with the exigencies of the country. He was
long enough in office, however, thoroughly to dissatisfy both the
king and the people. He had not exerted himself in a manner
that was agreeable to his royal master in giving effect to the
laws of trade, nor had 'he enforced prompt obedienee to his orders,
which was expected of him. On the other hand, he had done
too much to render himself popular with the people. He was
not elected by them, and they regarded him as an usurper. He
was a native, and his acceptance of office under a tyrant was
viewed as the act of a traitor. He had subverted their constitu-
tion which, by the law of the land, was a capital offense ; and if
they had had the power, the inclination was not wanting to have
made him undergo the extreme penalty. Such is ever the fate
of undecided measures, and of attempts to conciliate the regard
of two irreconcilable parties.

Each thinks that too much has been sacrificed to the other,
and both complain that too little deference has been paid to their
respective claims or wishes, while the unsuccessful politician has
seldom the approbation of his own conscience to sustain him in
his miscarriage. _

“I warned thee,” said one of the preachers to Dudley, with
that mixture of cant and insolence that always rendered them so
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intolerable.* “I warned thee to be watchful, and strengthen
the things that remain that are ready to die, but thou wouldst
not; and now because thou art lukewarm, and ne:ther hot nor
oold I will spew thee out of my mouth.”

During his short administration, he discovered that temporary
popularity may be acquired by an affability of manner, or the
arts of intrigue ; but that character has no sure and solid founda-
tion, but in honesty of purpose and vigor of conduct. It was a
valuable lesson ; and in after days, he had a conspicuous oppor-
tunity, as we shall see, to practice successfully what he had so
dearly acquired.

* The character of.the people is not to be sought for 1 the history of the
colony only, for their public affairs were managed by men of education and
experience, but recourse must be had to their correspondence among them-
selves, and to documents that have merely a local bearing. The primitive

8 of the inbabi of the raral districts may be judged of by the fol-
lowing letter of Captain Chudworth to the Governor of New Plymouth, declin-
ing a military command :

“MucH roNoRED—My service and due respect being p d, yours of the
19th December, 1673, came to my bands the last day of that moul:h. wherein
your honor acquainted me that the General Court, by & clear vote, have pitched
upon myself to command an hundred men, in joining with the rest, in prosecu-
ting the expedition against the Dutch. The estate and condition of my family
is such as will not admit of such a thing, being soch as can be hardly paral-
leled, which was well known unto some ; but it was not well nor friendly done
-8 to me, nor faithfol as to the country, if they did not lay my condition before
the Court. My wife, as is well known to the whole town, is not only a weak
woman, and has been so all along ; but now, by reason of age, being sixty-seven
years and upward, and nature decaying, so her illness grows more strongly
upon her; never a day passes bat she is forced to rise at break of day or
before. Bhe can not lay for want of breath: and when she is up, she can not
light a pip® of tobacco, but it must be lighted for her; and until she has taken
two or three pipes, for want of breath, she is not able to stir, and she has never
a maid. That day your letter came to my hands, my maid’'s year being out,
she went away, and I can not get nor hear of another. And then in regard for
my occasion abroad, for the tending and looking after all my creatures, the
fetching home my hay that is yet at the place where it grew, getting of wood,
going to mill, and for the perfor