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DEDICATION. 

Mv DEAR Loan FALKLAND, 

I DERIVE much more pleasure in haviDg the opportunity 
of dedicating this Work to you, than, I am afraid, you 
will feel at your seeing your name attached to a book, 
containing many things in which I know you do not con­
our ; and some that your friendship for me will cause you 
to wish were expunged. 

I do not, by any means, desire to have it supposed, that 
it bas obtained your sanction, as a Colonial Governor, for 
you have never seen the manuscript, nor have I bad the 
advantage of your valuable advice and experience during 
its progress. 

My reason for inscribing it to you, though two-fold, is 
altogether personal. First-It will reoall to your mind 
an old friend, who bas spent many happy hours in your 
society, and partaken largely of your kiadness anc;I hos­
pitality, in time by-gone, when we discoursed de omnibtu 
rebus et quibusdam aliis. Those days can never be re­
called, or renewed; but memory would indeed be a source 
of unmitigated pain, if it only reflected the dark shades, 
and not the sunny spots of life. This book will show 
you, that my political views are unchanged. I should be 
'ashamed of myself, if a dedication were necessary to prove 
that my affection is also unaltered. Seoondly-I know 
of no one so conversant with the subject as yoursolf. I 
never had a very exalted opinion of what is called "Re­
sponsible Government," knowing that the term was an 

Digitized by Googl e 
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indefinite one, . and that an interpretation bad been put 
upon it by many people, that made it almost amount to 
sovereignty. 

To you was intrusted the delicate and difficult task of 
introducing it into Nova Scotia. Of the independence, 
judgment, moderation, and manliness, with which this 

delegated duty was executed, I say nothing, because in 
all ages, and in all countries, there have been others, be­
side your Lordship, who could justly lay claim to these 
qualities. But one tbbJg is most ·certain, that the late 
Lord Metoalf and yo111'8elf were the only two men, either 
in the Cabinet or the Colonies, who, understood the prao­
tioal operation of_ the system ; for while you conceded k 
the provincial A.seembly, the entire control of its local 
affairs, you mabitained your own position as the Queen's 
representative, aaserted your rights, as an iDdependent 
branch of the Legislature, and at the same time upheld. 
the Royal Prerogative. Those Governors wherever situ­
ated, who have put a wider and more Qteuded iDterpreta­
tion on the term than yourself, have beoome mere oiphers; 
while those, who may wish to lollow your example, will 
find, that unwise oon~ioos have. r«mdered the task both 
hopel688 and thankless . 

• .. ..,, quivil 

SpeNt ideiD, ..._ .._-1'-t ~ue Iabore&." 

I am, niy dear Lord Falkland, 

Very sincerely and affectionately, 

Yours, always, 

TBB AtJ'llloa. 
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ENGLISH IN AMERICA. 

BOOK I. 

CHAPTER I. 

IDtrodaction-Obji!CU and Utility of the Work-No CODDeeted Polldeal Biltor;y 
of the Colonies to be found-Popular Error u to the Origin of tbe Americaa 
Repablio-One established at Plymouth in 18!10, and another in MuaaoJm. 
aetta in 1629, which subsisted for more than fifty Yeara-Dem0Cl'8C7 tbe 
result both ofDeaign and Necessity-Notice oftbe early Settlers. 

THE early settlements made by the English in America were 
effected either by individual speculators or associated companies. 
They were in general situated at a distance from each other, 
having at first little or no connection, either political, 100ial, or 
commercial among themselves, and deriving but trifling aaaiat­
aoce, and less prot!'(ltion, from the mother country. They grew 
up into powerful colonies, in neglect and obscurity, with a rapid­
ity and vigor that astonished EuroPf!. They w~:re without pre­
cedent in the previous annals of England, a~d the political 
agitation of the public miud in the prell8pt Jrtat~, unhappily 
afforded no opportunity for ~tablishing their relatipo on a pro~r 
foundation, or arranging a consistent and unifor~ plan for their 
government. The aocounts we have of them, thpl'!lfore, are de­
tached, and their interest is destroyed for Wf!Jlt of continuity. 
Every plantation has had its annalist, '!rut th"' ~amtives are too 
local, too minute, and too similar in their d~tails to be either 
interesting or instructivt~. No atte~pt "as l>een made to sep­
arate the political frpn~ t~e pl'C)yiDC}i~, ~!!~ the general from the 
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THE ENGJ.lSB IN AMElUCA 

individual and petty personal history. This, doubtleea, is the 
reason why so little is known of the old colonies previous to the 
independence, and so little benefit has accrued from past experi· 
ence, either to Great Britain or her dependencies. 

A connected sketch of English" rule and misrule in America," 
it is hoped, may, to a certain extent, supply the deficiency, while 
it will correct some popular errors on the subject, and furnish 
valuable material for reflection, not only to those statesmen to 
whom our destinies are intrusted, but to those restleu politicians 
who • imagine a republican form of government auitable to the 
inhabitanta of every country in the world. 

W amed by past failures, the former may learn, ere it be too • 
late, to abstain from making experiments which have long sinlle 
been tried and condemned ; to . supply deficiencies which have 
heretofore coat the nation so dearly, to correct abuses arising from 
inconsiderate concesSions, and to cherish and foster those estab­
lishmenta which in every stage of colonization have been the 
nurseries of loyalty to the monarch, and attachment to the na· 
tion. It will at least convince them that to substitute democratic 
for monarchical institutions is not the safest or best mode of re­
taining colonies, or' enlisting the sympathy of their inhabitants. 

The latter claf!s (revolutionists) are numerous every where. 
Astonished and dazzled at the extraordinary succeBS that has 
attended the great American experiment, they merely regard the 
result, without stopping to investigate the cause, and hastily 
conclude that that which has worked so well in the United 
States, and produced so much general prosperity and individual 
good, is equally applicable to, or attainable by eve.ry other people. 
This is a great and fatal error. · A government must not only be 
suited to the population, but to the country for which it ia de­
signed ; and the moral and social condition of the one, and the 
size, the climate, and political and relative position of the other, 
are of the utmost importance to be thoroughly understood, and 
maturely considered. 

Thus a constitutional monarchy has proved inadequate in 
Spain to conoiliate the affections or restrain the turbulence of the 
people. Responsible government in Canada bas failed in ita 
olljeet, becan~ it is incompatible with imperial control and 
colonial dependence, ill unsuited to the poverty, ignorance, and 
inactivity of the French llabi"nta, and the predilections and 

Digitized by Googl e 



THE ENGLISH IN AMEJ.ICA. 

prejudices of the English emigrants, and because it wants cor­
relative and congenial institutions, and is deficient in federal 
strength and central gravitation. Royalty could not be accli­
mated in the United States, though the experiment were to be 
tried by a vote of a large majority. It is contrary to the geniua 
of the people, their habits, institutions, and feelings. For these 
and othe.r reasons, self-government has signally failed in all the 
republica of the southern hemisphere, though the constitution and 
example of the United States have been followed .as closely as 
possible. Democracy has at present a feverish and delirious ex­
istence in France. It was not the deliberate choice of the na­
tion, but the result of an insurrection. It offered a temporary 
shelter amid the storms of civil commotion, and was adopted as 
a harbor of refuge. How long will its · neutral character be 
respected by the irreconcilable parties that distract that unhappy 
nation 1 

My desire is, among other objects of this work, to show where 
and by whom republicanism was introduced into this continent, 
what its foundations are, how they were laid, and what provision 
has been made for ita support and continuuce. Having given a 
narrative of its origin, growth, and maturity, which can alone be 
compiled from provincial annals, I shall endeavor to explain 
briefly the complicated mechanism and simple action of the 
American federal constitution, and the balances and checks that 
have been so skillfully contrived by the great statesmen who 
constructed it ; and also to point out the wonderful combination 
of accidental causes that contributed to its success. and the 
ability, unity, energy, and practical skill of the people, who work 
the machine and keep it in order and repair. The question has 
often been asked why may not !his form of government be copied 
and adopted in England or France '! The answer is to be found 
in every part of this history. It will be necessary most carefully 
to ascertain whether those things which have tended to its suc­
cess .in America exi&t, or can by any possibility be created in 
Europe. Its development must be t~:aced step by step, day by 
day, from one event to another, and one · generation and .institu­
tion · to another. Due weight must be attached to the coDJider­
ation who and what the people were who founded it, and who 
and what they are who now live under it, as well as the time 
and the place selected for the experiment. 
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18 THE ENGLISH IN AMERICA. 

We must then judge whether all these circumstances, or the 
greater part of them, were indispensably necessary to success, and, 
if so, whether there is any thing analogous in Europe. I shall 
furnish. the facts: let others build their own theories. · I enter 
into no speculations, and, above all, effer no opinions as to the 
durability of this great republic of the western world, or how it 
will work when the population shall be · proportionally as large 
as that of Europe. I simply portray it as it is. 

Most men believe that the American Republic took its rise in 
a successful resistance of the provincials to an attempt on the 
part of Great Britain, in a parliament in whic~. they were not 
represented, to tax them without their consent, and that resist­
ance led. to a revolution, in which they asserted their independ-, 
ence, and finally ' obtained it in the year 1783. 

This is a very natural mistake for those persona to fall into 
who are not acquainted with their early history, but a republic 
de facto was first formed at Plymouth, in New England, in 1620, 
and another far more extensive and flourishing one was erected 
in Massachusetts, in the years 1628 and 1629, Loth which sub­
sisted in full force for a period of more than fifty years, without 
submitting to the power, or acknowledging the authority of the 
Parent State. · · 

Theee independent communities founded ihe institutions, and 
diaeeminated the democratic opinions ·that were subsequently 
adopted by the continental provinces. The former are, with 
10me small modifications, such as are in existence there at the 
present day, and the latter are identical with the views of their 
deeoendants. The re88Qn that so little ia known of the occur· 
rences of this period I have already assigned, but they are essen­
tial elements in forming any just estimate of subsequent events, 
or an accurate opinion of transatlantic affairs. With these com· 
monwealtbs our narrative must necessarily commence. I shall 
omit every thing that does not either develop the character or 
principles of the people, or elucidate the views they entertained 
of their own supremacy, and their right to the soil, and govern· 
ment of the country of their adoption. I shall pass over also the 
earlier settlement at Plymouth with only a brief reference, as 
well on account of the greater growth and importance of Massa­
chusetts, and the influence · it always exerted ott the neighboring 
plantations, as to preserve the nanative entire. 
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At the end of half a century these two republica were rendered 
nominally subordinate to the empire, but remained practically 
independent, retairtlng their own self-government, reeiating th& 
encroachments of the prerogative, zealously avoiding all acknowl­
edgment of parental control, either in external matters of trade, 
or intemal affairs of legislation or police, until they felt ltroug 
enough, .in conjunction with the contiguous colonies, to sever all 
ooonection whatev~r with Great Britain. It is a curious and 
instructive history, and well worthy of the attentive ooneideration 
of thoee who feel inclined to imitate, and imagine they are able 
to follow the e.x11mple. They will be struck with the important 
1&ot that they commenced with small and isolated communities, 
having one common object in view, and pouessing the means, 
the unity of political and religious opinions, and the mutual confi­
dence and sympathy necessary to effect their purpose. There 
was BOthing to pull down or remove, no privileged orders to 
reduce." no serfs to ·raise to a level with themselves, no pre-exist­
ing form of govemment to eradicate, no contending factions or 
intriguing leaders to subdue, and no populace to conciliate or 
control. The scene was a forest, and the actors intelligent and 
resolute men, drawn fr001 the middle and not the lower orders of 
eooiety, emigrants from a country having liberal institutions and 
a code of laws well calculated to secure and promote the liberty 
of the subject. They were beyond the reach and the observatioa 
of the Parent State, and were 4lft unaided and unmolested· to 
put their theories into practice. _·The structure of the govem· 
ment thus adopted was simple, and suited to the exigencies and 
equality of their situation. -

The civil divisions of the- country, which became necell&lY 
from time to time, in consequence of their extended growth, and 
the internal management of their local affairs, corresponded with 
that of th• first settlements, and were adopted not merely be­
cause they were democratic, but because they were best suit&d to 
their conditions, and in unison with their preconcerted object. 
One little village and neighborhood gave rise to another littl& 
village and neighborhood, and one distant settlement to another, 
until the country became populous, and the people too extendecl 
and numerous to m&e.t together in council. 

Delegatetl power then became indispensable, and a legislature 
aroee, in imitation of and analogous to that of England. Then 
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came the neeeeeity of establishing inatitutioDB, mitable not merely 
for a community but for a number of communities, not for the 
present generation but for poBterity. For this task they were 
admirably well qualified. 'l'hey were perfectly acquainted with· 
those of the Parent State, under which they had been early 
tramed, and had tested the modified forms they had temporarily 
adopted themselves on landipg in the country. With this double 
experience, they were relieved from the difficulty of invention 
and much of the danger of i11novation. They came to the con­
sideration of these eubjecta with minds free from all excitement. 
They had obtained no victory, and were not flushed with tri• 
umph. They had no opp08ition, · and were not obstinate. The 
ciYil power waa in their own hands, they could delegate aa 
little or aa much aa they thought expedient to an executive. 
Authority was not demanded, it waa conceded. Every indi­
vidual had a 11trong ·personal interest. It depended solely upoo 
himself and his own conduct whether he should administer the 
law or 11hould silently 11ubmit to i~ operation. ' 

Every measure to be adopted waa an act of the whole body 
and not a party. le it then to be wondered at, that with thia 
experience they reaaoned well, and decided wisely? 

When we colillider that all this occurred ~more than two 
hundred and thirty years ago, before civilizationJhad made such 
mighty stride11 aa it has in modem timea, and that the people 
who then deliberated on the difficult problems of government and 
jurisprudence, though men· of strong intellect and good parts, 
nevertheleu labored under the great disadvantage of having their 
tempers soured, and . their understanding clouded by fanaticism 
and bigotry, we are struck with astonishment at the knowledge 
and consummate skill they displayed in laying the foundations of 
their political fabric; and if their system· of jurisprudence waa · 
imperfect, it is still infinitely better than could have been ex­
pected from persons of their peculiar religious belief. 
·It is in the annals of these two first Republics of New En­

gland that we must trace the origin and history of almost every 
institution now existing in the United State&, the rise and pro­
gress of American opinions of federal union with the J)eighboring 
sovereignties, of a separate jurisdiction and of a central congrese. 
At the period of the Revolution, much doubtleBB was added by 
the great &taqwnen of the day, .beyond what existed in the olden 
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time, but those additions were le&& conapieooua for their novelty 
and originality (for there Wall little new in them) than the won­
derful skill exhibited in their adaptation to the then exi&tmg 
ltate of things, 80 u to preserve harmony and unity of action. 

To a&eribe to W uhington, Franklin, J effer&on, or Adams, and 
their eontem'porariea, the whole merit of the invention and crea­
tum of that wonderful republic, would be to rob the early planter& 
of Ma88achuaett& of their well-earned laurels. There are enough 
for both, let us appropriate them to their respective owner& ; and 
in 80 doing let us not forget to mention those circumstances, and 
they were . many and moat impo~t, which were purely acci· 
dental, the mere ofiipriDg of chaaoe, a work of the hand of 
Providence. -
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CHAPTER II. 
Tbe Ref'ormatioo-DiiFerenl Coaduet of the PnlleahDta IUid Clnuch olEaglliDcl 

-Religious Difference• lead to tbe Settlement of Nonh America-Dina~ 
of tbe cOuntry into Soutb and North Virginia-The latter explored by Capo 
lain Smith, and c.Ued New ~ngland-De1118ive DeiiCriptioa of i~DiatincQon 
between tbe Nooooeformilta of Le)'de~a wbo aettled New PI)'IDOiltb, and 
&bole wbo founded Maaaacbu.eetta-AecoGnt of Brown, bia Principlea, IUid 
Recantatiooa-Tbe Browniata petitio~a li>r Toleratioo and are refuaed-Ob­
tai~a a Cbaiter in Soutlr Virginia-8etde at New Plymoatti by MUtake-.:.Bnter 
into a Compact li>r Self:Govemment--J'irat American Democraey-8tate of 
it at the F.od of aix Yeara. 

AT- the Refonhation, the sudden disruption of Papal authority 
naturally occasioned· those who had hitherto been accustomed to 
travel in one common road to wander, when released, in vario\11 
directions. What part of Romaniam was trueo, and what falae, 
what to be retained or rejected, added or substituted, opened a 
wide .field for !!peculation and coO:troversy. It is not to be won· 
dered at, if men who had long ceased to think on such matters 
tOt themselves, found prejudice easier than reason, and thought 
their only safety consisted in getting aa far away from the creeds, 
forms, and practices of Popery aa possible, . and mistook in their 
flight obstinacy for conscience, and submiBBion to authority for a 
compromise of principle. · 

In consequence of the celebrated Germanic protest, all those 
both on the Continent and in Britain, who dissented from Popery 
(although distinguished from each other by some peculiar name, 
derived from their teachers or their creeds), aBBumed the general 
appellation of Protestants. While they made war on the cere­
monies of Rome, they retained her bigotry, and though they 
denied the power of dispensation to the Pope, they found no dif· 
ficulty in absolving themselves from the obligation of their oaths 
of allegiance to their sovereign. They clamored, and suffered or 
fought for the exercise of private judgment and liberty of oon­
science. This they all united in demanding to its f11llest extent; 
and the singular interpretation they gave these terms is a re­
markable instance of unanimity among a people who differed on. 
almost every other subject. Each ~t claimed .exemption from 
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THE ENGLISH IN AMERICA. 21 

persecution for itself. because it sincerely believed what it profeued ; 
but the right t.o persecute others it by no means renounced, be­
caul!(' it knew its opponents to be wrong. 

The Church of England, on the contrary, which had enjoyed 
its a.postolic succession, its orders of priesthood, and its spiritual 
independence in all its primitive purity for six hundred years be­
fore the aggression of. the Roman ~on tiff, yery properly retained 
its own original name, to which no other body of Christians had 
any title whatever.• She threw off the domination she had 
been too feeble te resist, and the superstitions and human inven· 
tiona that had been forced upon her, compiled her Liturgy, and 
settled her doctrine. and ceremoniea ae nearly as possible in ac­
cordance with those she had held in those centuries that pret'eded 
tlie usurpation of Popery. In some or in all of these, furious 
zealots affected to think they. discerned too great a resemblance 
still subsisting between the two churches, and stigmatized the 
Prayer-tlook as antichristian, the surplice as a rag of Babylon, 
and the Holy Communion as the Mau in English. These Prot· 
estants of various shades of opinion were known in Britain under 
the general name of Puritans, and as schism in spiritual things 
naturally leads to temporal disobedience, they were very soon re- ­
garded (with what truth their su~queut history discloses but 
too painfully) as disaffected subjects, and treated alternately with 
suspicion or severity.· To this state of things may be attributed 
in a great degree the settlement of New England. · 

Indivi«lual enterprise had hitherto been found unequal to the 
task. Mines of gold and silver constituted the main inducement, 
in the first instance, to explore the country. When the search 
for the precious metals was relaxed or abandoned, attention was 
directed to the fur-trad~ and the fisheries, from which greal 
wealth wu derived. But the settlement of the country was a 
slow and expensive operation, not likely to yield an immediate 
return, and liable to be frustrated by a variety of circumstances. 

One hundred and twenty years had elapsed since the. diacov· 
eries of Cabot, and every atteqtpt at colonization had failed . Com­
bination, therefore, was resorted to, ihat sucoesa might be insured 

• A.D. 1689. The Upper Hoose of Convocation sent down_ a bill ~ tbe 
Lower Hoose, where the English Church was denominated a "Protestant 
Oharch." The Lower Hoose exp11Dged the word "Protestant," declarins they 
were DOt ih uni11011 with Protestants. 
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by a union of meana and an increA~~e of the number of adventur· 
era. James the First, who was anxious to enlarge the limits of 
his dominions, divided all that portion of the Continent tht,t 
stretches from the 34th to the 46th degree of latitude into two 
immense· provinces, of nea~ly equal size, and denominated them 
Southem and Northem Virginia. The fust he granted to an 
&IIOCiation· called the London Company, and the aecond to a 
number of persons of influence and property known as the Ply· 
mouth Company. The supreme government -of the colonies that 
were to be settled in thia spacious domain was ordered to be 
vested in a .oounoil resident in Englahd, and the ·subordinate juris­
diction was committed to local boards. The nortbem portion, 
which was surveyed in 1614, by Captain Smith, was named by 
him New England, and it is to a part ofthis country-only that I 
ahall have occasion to refer, at any length. To allure settlers, 
the climate and soil were extolled as consisting of a sort of terrell­
trial paradise, not merely. capable of producing all the ne~es 
and· conveniences of life, but as already richly furnished by the 
beautiful hand of nature ! The air was said to be pure and 
salubrious, the couatry pleasant and ~elightful, full of goodly 
forests, fair valleys, and fertile plains, aboundine in vines, chest­
nuts, walnuts, and many ot.her kinds of fruit. • The rivers stored 
with fish and environed with extensive meadows full of timber 
trees. In the rear of this wonderful coast, and at about the dis­
tance of one hundred miles, it was ·said "there was a vast lake 
contain_ing four .is1ands, having great s.tore -of stags, fallow deer, 
elks, roebucks, beavers and other game. and offering the molt 
delightful situation in the world ·for a residence." Whatever 
this interminable forest might contain, it wa11 cen.in that the 
sea that washed its shores was filled with fish, and numerous and 
valuable cargoes were constantly arriving to silence the doubts 
and awaken the enterprise of the mercantile community. The 
distracted and unsettled state of men's minds on the subject of 
religion led many enthusiasts to think of the oountry as an 
asylum, who gladly entered into an enterprise that offered at 
onee the prospect of gain and an exemption from ecclesiastical 
control. ·Accordingly, two considerable parties of fanatical ad· 
venturers- migrated thither-the Separatists of Leydea called 
Brownists, and English Nonconformists. The former settled at 
Plymouth, and the latter at Massachusetts Bay. 

• See Bolbap'• "Life ofFerdinando Georgu. 
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The means, character, and statio~ of these two were widely 
different, and though they are often coniidered as one people, and 
enoneoualy spoken of under the general name of Pilgrims, it ia 
neceuary to bear this distinction in mind. The fint are repre­
sented as men of great zeal but of little knowledge. Many of 
th~ othel'll were gentlemen and schol&l'll, whose humility was not 
the result of their poverty but their pride. The one had already 
separated from the!r Church and quitted their native coq,ntry be­
fore they (lf.me to America. The othel'll having more to lose, for 
they were men of no inconaiderable fortune, were leu frank ill 
avowing their ·opinions and less pre~ipitate in their conduct, and 
outwardly conformed to the c.eremoniea of the Established Church 
until their embarkation. Thoyhad not aBBumed the name of 
Puritan& themselves, nor was it applied to them by othel'll. Their 
diBSent, as well as their .real object in emigrating,• was so well 
concealed from their co-partnel'll in trade i~ England, and from 
the K--ing's government, that they were not only not suspected of · 
schism, but actually intrusted with the d.uty and enjoined as a 
condition of their charter to spread the Gospel. ' 

The Separatists of Leyden·, on the colltrary, were well-known 
Diasentel'll, who had fled to · Holland to noid the penalties of ihe 
l&w. · They were followel'll of the celebrated Brown, from whom 
they derived their name. This enthusiast was a man of quality, 
connected with several noble faD)il.ies ; and the defection of such 
a person ia always bailed with delight by-the vulgar, a~ an evi· 
dence of great manlineBS on the one hand, and as a uaeful instru· 
ment of mischief .on the other·. Though· many otllel'll were 
equally audacious, and far more eloquent and learned, their names 
have not survived their own gene~tion. To hia siation alone is he 
indebted for the remembranCe of hia guilty secession. He aspired 
and attained to the honor of founding a led. It was ' a period 
when every absurdity found an admirer, but he was determined 
to go as far as posaible, and reached a point beyond which was 
the precipice that overhangs infidelity. He condemned the gov­
ernment of bishops, the ordi~ation of m\ni.lters, and the offices, 
rites, and ceremonies of the public Liturgy. He maintained that 
the Church of ;England was neither lawful nor true, and that all 

" So habitual wu tbei~ reaerve to the Englilh partnen, and eo effectually did 
they concel\l !)r diagnise their. opinions, that at the very time they were plotting 
the downfall and death of Land, that prelate uanred the King that aeveral 
bishops. ol very estell8ive dioceses, bad reported to him there wu DOC a ainsle 
Dlaanter te be "11Dd within their jnriadiction. 
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Christiaua were bound to come out of Babylon and join him and 
hia disciples, among whom there waa nothing to be found that 
I&Vored not directly of the Spirit of God.• Having eeduced 
those infatuated people from their Church, and caueed them to 
1ly from their native land, his succeu ~~atiafied hia ambition, and 
hia enthusiasm expired for want of novelty. What waa the 
astonialiment of hia deluded followers, when they heanl that he 
had recanted his errors, snlmJitted to his bishops, and rejoined 
the establishment. They then began to obierve, what they had 
either not noticed before or had' diuegarded aa unimportant, that 
he had a wife ~ith whom he never. lived; a church in which he 
never preached, though paid for the duties, and a congregation 
whom he neglected though he did not omit to collect and receive 
hia iithes. Revenge quickens the eenses, and magnifies every 
object it behold11. They were aatouished at such enormities, and 
.regarded their idol rather aa a demon than a saint.. They imme­
diately disowned his name, apumed the appellation of Brownists, 
and called themeelves Congregationali1ts. Their situation at 
Leyden had become ·uncomfortable for them, and they were ap­
prehensive they iahould be absorbed in a foreign population . 

.,. Their meana also were greatly reduoed, and they saw no mode 
by which they oould be recruited. They eenai~ly felt the effects 
on their zeal of the neglect or indifi'eren9t1 of the Dutch. _ 

So long aa they were oppoeed or punished in England, it was 
easy for their leaden to teed the flame of thek sectarian ardor by 
appealing to their passions as men, and they derived a secret 
satisfaction in plotting the ruin of their rulers, both in State and 
Church, and in retaliating upon them the injuries, whether real 
or imaginary, they suffered at their hands. The moment the 
union for common defenee was dissolved by repoee, one great in­
centive to fanaticism waa destroyed. Their vanity was no longer 
flattered by the sympathy of a crowd who had regarded them AI 
martyrs ; and their learning waa not such aa to attract the ap­
plause or even the notice of continent,al scholars. In this state 
of depression they turned their eye~ ~ward America, and eendiog 
agent» to England, they applied to the Virginia Company for·a 
patent ilf part of their territory, saying " they were well weaned 
from the delicate milk of their mother country, and inured to the 
difficulties of a strange land." They asaured them they were 
knit together by a atrict and sacred band, by virtue of which 

• J'aU.. 
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they held themselves bound to take care of the ~ of each 
other, and of the whole ; ll'nd that it was not with them as· with 
other ·men whom ·small things could diaeourage,. or small diecon­
tents cause to wish themselves at home again. Though their 
agents found . the company very desirous of promoting the pro­
j~cted settlement in their territory, aud ·willing to grant them a 
patent with as ample privileges as it was in their power to con­
vey; they could not prevail upon the kittg to give them a public 
toleration for their dissent, aad tbey.returued greatly disconcerted 
to their sorrowing friends. 

The following year they determined to take their chance for 
toleration, judging very wisely that distance was a sufficient 
guarantee for their safety, and accepted-the patent without preee­
ing their petition to the king for his protection. It was ther. 
fore agreed that a portion of them should proceed to America, 
and make preparations for the reception of the rest. The part­
ing scene is described as an affecting one. Their clergyman, Mr. 
Robinson, was a pious and exemplary man, and hie correspond­
ence with this little body of pioneers shows how much the causes 
to which I have alluded had softened the feelings and lowered 
the extravagant language to which they had been aooustomed. 
These letters, which aro still extant, do equal honor to his head 
and heart. His last words of advice to his departing flock prove 
how deeply he was mortified by the desertion of their leader, and 
bow much opprobrium anll ridicule must have attached to 
them, arising from his return to the Established Church, and hil 
conforming to ita doctrines and discipline. " I must advise you," 
be said, "to abandon, avoid, and shake off the name of Brown• 
ista : it is a mere nickname and a brand for making religion and 
the professors of it odious to the Christian world." Several of 
their number now sold their estates and made a common bank, 
which, together with money received from other adventnren who 
entered into the joint stock speculation, enabled them to emigrate 
and commence·a plantation in due form. On the lOth day of 
November, 16~0,.the Leyden adventurers anchored in America, 
and, late· in .December, having found a convenient harbor and a 
suitable spot for settlement, landed and commenced building a 
village wbich, in token of their gratitude for the hospitality ft• 

tended to them by their friends at the last port of embarkatioll, 
they called :Plymcut)J. 
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Ymding this plaoe to be beyond the limits of the Virginia com­
pany, they perceived at once that their patent was uselesa; symp­
toms of faction, at the same time appearing among the servants on 
board, who imagined that when on shore they should be under no 
govemment, it was judged expedient that before landing they should 
form themselves into a body politic, to be govemed by the major­
ity. Aftet solemn prayer and thanksgiving, a written instrument 
was drawn up for that purpose, aRd sublcribed on board the ship 
on the 11th of November, 1620. This contract was signed by 
forty-one of the emigrants who,_ with their families, amounted to 
one hbndred and one persona. This singular document ia as fol­
lows:-" In the name of God. Amen. We, whose names are 
undersigned, the loyal su bjecta of our Sovereign Lord King James, 
&c., &c., having undertaken, for the glory of God and advance­
ment of the Christian faith and honor of our King and country, a 
voyage to plant the first colony in the northern part of Virginia, 
do, by these presents, solemnly and mutually in the presence of 
God and one another, covenant and combine ourselves together 
into a civil body politic for our better ordering and prese"ation, 
and furtherance of the ends aforesaid, and by virt\le hereof do 
enact, constitute, and frame such just and equal laws, ordinances, 
acta, constitutions, and offices, from time to ~e. as shall be 
thought most meet and convenient for the general good of the 
colony, unto which we promise all due submission and obedience." 
They then proceeded to elect a Govemor and choose subordinate 
officers. Thus did these people find means to erect themselves 
into a republic, even though they had commenced the enterprise 
Wlder the sanction of a charter. . ·· 

In the true spirit of separatists they founded their Commonwealth 
ill disobedience or defiance of royal auth~rity, for they were ex­
preealy denied a guarantee for the toleration of.~tarianiiiDl, and 
they commenced their plantation at a place which they knew be­
longed either to the king or another company. It was a self· 
created independent democratic govemment. The office of gov· 
emor was annual and eleotive, but their pastor at Leyden very 
prudently advised them, as their number was so small, to intrust 
the whole power at first to thai functionary, until they were 
populous enough to add a council and constitute a legislature, 
quaintly obsening: "that one Nehemiah was better than a 
whole Sanhedrim of merceni.ry Shemiaha." Their patent gave 
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a title to the soil, but ·prerogatives of government according to the 
ideas of the English lawyers could only be exercised under a charter 
from the crown. A considerable sum was spent in the endeavor 
to obtain such a charter, but without success. Relying, however, 
upon their original compact, the colonists gradually assumed all 
the prerogatiyes of government, even the power, after some hesita­
tion, of capital punishment. No less than eight offenses are enu­
merated in .be first Plymouth Code as punishable with death, in­
cluding treason or rebellion against the colony, and "solemn com­
paction .or c:onversing with the dc:vil." Trial by jury was early 
mtroduced, but the penalties to be infiicted on minor offenaea 
remained for the most part discretionary. For eighteen years 
all laws were enacted in a general assembly of all the colonists, 
The governor, chosen annually, was but president of a council, in 
which he had a double vote. It consisted first 'of one, then of 
five, and· finally of seven members 'called assistants. So little 
were political honors ooveted at New ,Plymouth, that it became 
necessary to inflict a fine upon such ae, being chosen, declined to 
accept the office of governor or assistant. None, however, were 
obliged to serve for two years in succession. • 

They were often not only destitute. of money, but equally de­
void of credit : for in 1686 having .occasion to borrow one hundred 
and fifty pounds, the risk was considered so great that they could 
only procure it at the enormous interest of fifty per cent. Nor 
d,id the town flourish as was expected ·from one erected in a 
country like Canaan. · At the end of four years, one hu~dred and 
eighty persons inhabited a village composed of thirty·two dwell­
ing-houses where there " strayed some cattle and goats, but many 
swine and poultry." This vvas doubtless owing to the uninviting 
character of ihe country, and the repulsive austerity of manners 
of the first settlers ; but more than all, to the mistaken policy of 
holding their property, not in severalty, but as joint stock. Their 
poverty, however, proved their best security, by procuring for 
them a cont~mptrious neglect, that left them the uninterrupted 
enjoyment of their little democratic commonwealth until1692, 
when it was absorbed by the second charter of Massachuse~ 
which annexed it to that populous and flourishing province. 

• Bildretb. 
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Indocementa to 1ettle :MauachQJetiii-Poritan.• prevail upon the King to give 

them a Charter, onder the Idea that they were Churchmen-Some Account « 
it-Endicott aettlea Salem-Diaturbl :Morton, cota down :May-JIOie, and c.U. 
the Place :MOODt Dragoo-Foonda a Chnrch on Congregational Priociplee­
Arresta and trans porta Episcopalian.-Intrigue for removing the Charter to 
America and DiacossiOn thereon-Reasoning oCtbe Emigranta on the Subject 
of Allegianc-"Removing of Charter-Large Immigration-co.t of Oottit­
A.ddreas to the Clersr of England-Character of the Poritua. 

THE settlement at Plymouth, and the exaggerated aooounts of 
1ts condition and prospects spread by the emigrants, to induce 
others to join them, attract~d universal attention. Puritanism 
had not then assumed a distinct form, although its ramifications 
were widely spread beneath the surface. It was not deemed 
safe by that party openly to connect themselves with people, who 
had commenced their settlement without a title, and were avow­
edly lieparated from the · Church./ It was left, therefore, to its 
natll{al increase, and to unconnected and individual emigration. 
But the leaders of this discontented party saw that something. of 
the kind could be effected upon a large scale, if their real inten­
tions were properly masked in the first instance. There were at 
that time three objects that occupied men~s minds in connection 
with emigration. First, to avoid ecclesiastical control; secondly, 
to spread the gospel among the savages; and thirdly, to aid and 
further commercial pursuits. Each hrul its advocates, and for 
each, men were willing to advance the requisite funds, and incur 
the inevitable risk. The most· able, artful, persevering, and in­
fluential of these parties· were thE! Puritans. Calling themselves 
churchmen, they eulogized the liberality, and encouraged the 
ardor of those who, in attempting to eniploy a trading company 
to convert the heathen, exhibited more zeal than knowledge. To 
thoSe who were inclined to seek their fortunes in the New World 
as husbandmen, they ·praised the sail, extolled. the climate, and 
dwelt on the advantage of living in a country exempt from taxes, 
in the capacity of proprietors, and not as tenants. To merchants 
who regard trapping beavers with more interest than taming aav­
ar&• it was only necessary to mention the advantage navigation 
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would derive from a port in a distant land, where provisions could 
lie procured and ships repaired, or laid up in safety in winter. 

It was one of the best vailed, deepest laid, and most skillfully 
executed schemes to be met with in hi~tory. After these three 
parties were engaged in the work, and had pledged their funds to 
forward the undertaking, they purchased from the Council of 

, Plymouth all the territory extending from three miles north of the 
river Merrimack, to three miles south of Charles River, and in 
breadth from the Atlantic to the Southern Ocean. Their legal 
~dvisers, however, expressed some doubts as to the propriety of 
founding a colony on the basis of a grant from a private company 
ot patentees, who might convey a right of property in the soil, 
but could, not confer the jurisdiction or privilege of governing that 
society, which they contemplated to establish. As it was only 
from royal authority such powers could be derived, it became 
necessary for thein to lose ~o time in making their application to 
the king: But how was he to 'be won over and cajoled 1 They 
were aware that he was open to flattery, but they knew.also that 
he was suspicious of Low Churchmen, whom he very justly conaid· 
ered as little better than Dissenters ; that he was surrounded by 
able counselors, and alive to his own interest and that of the 
State. The task was a difficult one, but as its success was in· 
dispensable to their future objects, they approached it with the 
firmness and courage of determined men. With the moflt un· 
blushing effrontery they spoke to him of their dear Mother Church 
in terms of g,reat affection and regard, enlarged upon his duty to 
christianize the h~athen, who all over the world were falling a 
prey "to the Jesuits, while discontented .Protestants were quarrel· 
ing about small matters of forJ:liS. They descanted with great 
apparent eincerity upon the danger of leaving the Continent open 
to other ·nations to intrude upon, and portrayed in glowing terms 
the vast advantages that would accrue to his Majesty's treasury 
from an increase of commerce. The king was delighted to find that 
the doubts he had entertained of the loyalty and orthodoxy of some 

-of the company were groundless, and the offer to extend the limits 
of his dominions, to plant his Church in America, and, by stimu· 
lating commerce, to add to his revenue (which was very in~e­
quate to. his wants), was too agreeable to be refused. A charter 
of confirmation was, therefore, granted to his loving subjects, 
dated 4th March, 1628. 
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By this patent the company was incorporated by the name of 
"The Governor and -Company of M1U!88.chusetts Bay, in New 
England," to have perpetual succession, to choose a Governor, 
Deputy Governor, and eighteen assistants, on the last Wednesday 
in Easter Term yearly, and to make laws, not repugnant to those 
of England, "whereby," to use the words of the king in the pa· 
tent, "our said people inhabiting there may be 80 religiously, 
peaceably, and civilly governed, as their good life and orderly con· 
versation may win and invite tlae natives of that country to the 
knowledge and obedience of the only true God and Saviour of 
mankind and the Christia'l} faith, which, in our royal intention, 
and the adventurers' free prof~on, is the principal end of this 
pla:ntatiun." The governor and assistants were' required to ad· 
minister the oaths of supremacy and allegiance to all persons who 
from time to time should go thither. As a compensation for the 
great outlay which they would necessarily incur in 80 onerous an 
undertaking, they were exempted from all taxes and subsidies for 
seven years· within the colony1 and from custom duties in En· 
gland for the space of twenty years. 

While these uegotiations were going on, the company dispatch­
ed a small party under Endieott, an active and zealous agent, 
but an imprudent and violent man, to select a. place for settle­
ment. The part he made choice of was known by the natives as· 
Hanekeag, which, according to the affectation of his sect, tO employ 
the language imd appellations of Scripture in the common affairs 
oflife, he called Salem. He was p~trticularly cautioned notto com· 
mit any rash act at that juncture, as it was the intention as well 
as the interest of the association, " to keep an obsequious eye to 
the State ;" his first measure, however, was an illegal invasion 
of a neighboring plantation. A man of the name. of Morton resided 
not far off, on lands held ·under a patent from the same Great 
Plymouth Company, from which they themselves derived their 
title. This place, in a most godless manner, he ventured to call 
" Merry Mount," and decorated it with a may-pole, the f!ri!t real 
"liberty staff" ever erected in New Englaud. Such a scandal 
in the eyes of this rueful agent justified invasion. He and his 
party proceeded thither, removed the abomination, and threatened 
to disperse the people whose profaneness shocked his own asso­
ciates, and set a dangerous example to the savages. To testify his 
horror at their impiety, he named their abode" Mount Dragon." 
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Among those who soon after joined Endicott, were two gen· 
tlemen of the natne of Brown, men of large proper~y. original 
patentees, and of most unexceptionable conduct. Duped by the 
professions of the Puritans, who called themselves Episcopalians, 
who spoke of. the Church as" Their dear Mother," who avowed 
their motives to be the advancemelit of religion, and had accept· 
ed the charter on condition of taking the oaths of supremacy and 
allegiance, they' never for a moment supposed they could be the 
victims of treachery. They we~ appointed councilors to Endi­
cott, who had bOOn advanced to the rank of governor, and were 
especially recommended to his "favor and furtherance." They 
hac\ sirulirely at heart one of the main objecfs of the association, 
and the only one . that had induced them to take any interest in 
the company, the evangelizing the heathen. To their honor 
they soon found they had been entrapped into a sectarian league, 
in which it was difficult at . ihat time to ~~ay whether trade or 
puritanism was most predominant. But it WILS manifest to them 
that instead of there existing any intention in the local board to 
spread the Gospel, their object was to coilfine it within the small· 
est possible limits, as in their opinion a chosen people, like them­
aelves, were the best depository for that which was designed 
rather for the elect, than for mankind. 

The governor had been advised by the separatists at Plymouth, 
to lose no time in organizing a Church, and accordingly a confes­
aiori of faith was drawn up, and lligned by him and his party. 
In this first transaction, they displayed the extent of the innova­
tion at which they aimed. They elected a pastor, a teacher, 
and an elder, whom they set apart for their-respective offices by 
imposition of hands of the brethren ; and they resolved that no 
person should thereafter be received into communion, until he · 
gave satisfaction to. the society wi~h respect to his f4ith and 
eanctity. The form of worship they instituted was without a 
Jituigy, disencumbered of every superfluous ceremony, and re­
duced to the most extreme standard of Calvinistic simplicity. 
The Browns, however, and their .friends met as usual on Sunday, 
and read the service and offices for the day from the Prayer-book. 
For this otfense they were summoned !o appear before tbe gov· 
erlil>r, and answer for their contumelious conduct, and heretical 
doctrine. At the time appc)inted they expostulated with their 
bigoted and arbitrary· ruler. They told hiin they were Epiaco-
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palians (as they had believed, when. they entered into the auo­
ciation, every other member was); that they thought 10 wide a 
departure from the charter and their oatha, as exhibited by the 
covenant which they had 10 recently executed, w~uld lead to the 
lowest forma of dissent, and eventually terminate in the l011 of 
their patent. At all eventl, they said, to belong to the National 
Church was not a criminal act in any part of ·the king's do­
minion&; that their charter r~erved to them all the rightl of 
British subjectl, and above all, expre&Sly forbade them from 
making any law repugnant to those of England. 

They were given to understand in very violent language, that 
the.y were not in Europe, but in America, and that though they 
might be right as to its not being illegal to profeu the doctrine 
of the establishment, yet creating divisions (which separation did) 
was a ~~erious offense, and v:ery dangerous in itl tendency. They 
were accordingly sentenced to close confinement, and to be U&IUI­
ported back to London by the first · vessel. While their per10~ 
were thus secured, their desks were forced, and their lettel'll to 
their private friends abstracted, for 'the purpose "of preventing 
the reputation of the colony from being injured." Bancroft, their 
devoted admirer and apologist, thus condenses the reasous of the 
colonist. for this persecution. • " Should the emigrantl give up 
the very purpose for which they had ~rossed the Atlantic ? 
should hierarchy intrude upon..._ their devotions in the forestl of 
Massachusetts ? They deemed the co-existence of prelacy and 
their liberty impossible. Anticipating an invasion of their rightl, 
they feared the adherent. of the establishment, as spies in the 
camp, and ·the form of religion from ,which they had suffered wu 
repelled, not as a sect but as a tyranny. They were banished 
from Salem because they were Churchmen. Thus was Episco­
pacy first professed in New England, and thus was it exiled.". 

On their release in their native country,. the Browns remon­
atrated bitterly against the perversion of the charter by. 8o gr011 
an outrage committed on themselves. The company, with .a 
caution and adroitness that never forsook then1, and.e.ver after 
formed theit most stri)dng characteristic, stifled the complaint by 
having it referred to arbitration, and escaped animadversi~n by 
withdr~wing it from .public di.scussion.t Tho Browns found_.in 

• History of the Uoited States, vol. ii. p. 349. 
t Hutcbioaoo a aye the result of thia refereuce ja oot lmoWD. 
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the c~urse of these proceeding11 the whole aspect of affairs changed. 
Many of the original shareholders had 8old out or lost their 
interest in the speculation. Every thing was mamtged with 
such secrecy by a Jew influential memben, that it was manifest 
some very serious and dangerous plot was in agitation, and they 
quitted the company iri disgust. Their suspicions were soon 
justified, by one of the most singular events in the history of En· 
gland, and by far the most important one in that of America, the 
frauduJent and clandestine removal of the charter to Massachusetts. 

We have.seen how ~he king and the Church were duped as to 
the real objects of the .association. The merchant adventurers 
were equally deluded. Their contributions were spent in found· 
ing a colony ; no trade was ever carried !)n for their joint ac· 

·count, or ever intended to be, and at th,e end of seven years the 
partnership was dosed and no dividend whatever declared, or 
any compenHation mad~ to the unfortunate absentees by those 
who had possessed themselves of the whole property. The re· 
peated instances of duplicity in which they ha~ succeeded, paved 
the way for the seizure of the patent, an act that surpassed them 
all in boldness of design and dexterity of execution. Severo.l 
persons of 11tation and means attached to the party who, as it has 
been well observed, "feared more than they suffered," privately 
ta.mpered with the governor, Mr. Craddock, and offered to emi­
grate with their families provided the charter could be removed 
with them. With this important instrument in 1heir hands, 
-three thousand miles away from the Star Chamber and visitorial 
power of the king, they said they would feel secure from intru­
sion. · Craddock, knowing how much better their affairs would 
be. managed by a local administration, fell into their views, and 
at· a meeting at the general court in· London, in 1629, proposed 
to the board " for the adva,ncing the plantationt~, for the inducing 
of persons of wealth and quality to remove thither, and for other 
weighty reasons, to transfer the government to those who shall 
inhabit them, and to continue no longer the same subordination 
to the COD}pany here." . 

Such an extraordinary proposition naturally led to a warm 
debate. Those who were not in the plot were taken by surprise, 
and argued the point as if it had not been predetermined upon.• 

• Hutchinson (vol. i. p. 18) says, ." ~t is evident from the Charter, that the 
original design of it was; to con•Litute a corporation in England like to that.o£ 

n• 
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They said their charter, like those of all other trading a8110Cia· 
tions, and especially like that of the East India Company, was 
intended to be kept, and its officers to meet in England; that to 
remove it woulil be utterly useless, for it was not a constitution, 
but a corporation, and wholly inapplicaple to the purposes of a 
civil government, which it never contemplated ; that it contained. 
no provision for a judicature, or executive body, or a legislature ; 
that a whole people, though freemen, coulcl not assemble four 
times a year, and there was no }lower of· delegation given to 
them ; but above ·all that it was a flagrant act of usurpation, 
and a daring attempt to infringe upon the king's rights. The 
conspirators affected. to be strongly impressed with these powerful 
reasons, and said there was so much .weight in them that they 
would consult counsel, and for that purpose adjourned the meet· 
ing, having first agreed, however, 1' To carry the matter secret. · 
that it be not divulged." 

This opposition and delay having been foreseen, was provided 
against: They had taken the precaution to retain a puritan 
lawyer, of the. name of White, whose knowledge seems to have . 
been on a level with his honesty, who had an opinion on the 
subject already prepared; and at the next court it was resolved 
"That the government of the colony be transferred to New En­
gland." This decision, however, was far fro~ being satiafactory 
to all the members. There were many present who had aaven· 
tured their money, that had no idea of emigrating, and who <lid 
not like to have both their property and patent transferred to 
another he~sphere. An attempt to compromise was made by 
resolving that ''the government of persons" should be established 
in Massachusetts, and " the government of trade and nierchan~ 
dise" be retained in London. Professions and promises were so 
familiar with the conspirators, that they obtained their purpose 
by resorting to them now. The "planters" undertook and .en· 

the Eaat India and other great com11aniea, with power to settle plantatioa. 
within the limits of the territory, under such fonns of government, and magi• 
tracy, ae should be Gt and necessary." Bancroft; (Hist. vol. i. p. 384), speaking 
of Sir Harry V alie, says, "His clear mind, unbiaaaed by previoua diiiCU8siona, 
and .fresh from the public business of England, saw distinctly what the colonists 
did. not wish to 4ee, the really wide difference between the practice under their 
Charter, and the meaning of the instrument on the principles of English juri•· 
prudence.'' Kent and Story are of the same opinion, and so is Robertson. See 
his "History of America," vol. iv. p. 282. Indeed the only wonder is, that any 
person oould be found to think it even admitted of a dombt. 
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gaged with the" adventurers," for so the respective resident and 
non-resident parties were designated, to divide the whole joint 
stock, with 'all its vast .accumulations, at the end of seven years, 
and pay over. or assign to each proprietor· his respective share. 
A fortune at the end of sev!'ln years they considered better than 
a present quarrel, and they yielded. It was the lut they ever 
saw of the emig{ants, and all that they ever heard ·or their tranJto 
atlantic stock. \. -

Such has ever been the fate of a union between hypocrisy in4 
avarice. The regular habits, devout conduct, and high profee­
sions of the former, seldom fail in obtaining the control of the 
funds, and the temptatio~ to appropriate them is too strong for 
simulated hQ.nesty, However humiliating to aeetarians the fact 
may be, it must be admitted that dissent thus set the first ex­
ample of llosconding to America with partnership etfects. Having 
equally deprived the king, the Church, the savages, and the 
" a'd.venturers" of their rights, it was necessary now· to ·delude 
themselves, and silence, if poBBible, their OWn scruples, if their 
doubts deserve such a respectaole name. A new, important, 
and very difficult question arose for their consideration, in what 
relation were they to stand to the mother country? Most of the 
proprietors held that they had a perfect right without any charter 
from . ~}_le crown, to establish such sort of government as they 
thought proper, and to form a new commonwealth, as fully as if 
they were in a state of nature, and were making their first en-
trance into' ch>il sOciety. · · 

Men who can justify a separation from their Church, and see 
no sin iri schism, can soon satisfy themselves that fealty is a local, 
and not a general duty. With respect to implied allegiance, the 
only true and sensible view of the matter, it was argued, was 
that subjection was of two kinds, -necessary and voluntary. ·From 
actual residence within any government, there naturally arose an 
obligation to submit to the laws and authority thereof. But 
birth was no neceBSary cause of allegiance. The s~bjoots of any 
prince or · nation had a perfect right to remove to any other state 
or part of the world, unleBB their own country were weakened or 
exposed by such removal, and even in that case if they were de­
prived of liberty of conscience it would justify a separation, and 
npon their -departure their co-relative obedience determined and 
ceased altogether. The country to which they were about_ to 
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zemove waa claimed_ and possell8d by absolute princes, whoae 
title to the lordship and BO¥ereignty thereof had been acknowl­
edged by kings of England, by purchasing some portion of their 
territory ; this they also proposed to do, and then th~y would 
stand in their place, as original and independent proprietors of 
the soil. It was obvious, therefore, they .aid, that as their mi­
gration from England would terminate their necessary civil sub­
jection, their patent would be a great protection, not merely 
from foreign aggression but from the king himself; for at most it 
would only create a voluntary sort of dependence, and if any 
question should arise as to its nature and extent, it mu~t bo de­
cided by the document itself. Their situation, and that of the 
people of London, it was argued, was widely di.tferent. The 
compact between the sovereign and the inhabitants of that city, 
as contained in ita charter, was not the origin of their allegiance, 
but their actual residence, and so soon as any of them removed 
out of the kingdom, that neceBSary subjection immediately changed 
its nature, and became optional. 

Now what would be the character of the new relation in 
which they would stand to the king ? for tha~ was an iiXlportant 
question. It was, they said, aim ply· an understanding, not to 
subject themselves to, or seek protection from any other princes, 
and this they were willing to promise. Having silenced or satis­
fied their apprehensiOns . by this mode of reasoning, and aBSured 
themselves that accepting their patent involved no compromise 
of this liberty, they set themselves to work in earnest to prepare 
for embarkation. A fleet of fourteen sail was assembled for the 
tranaportation of fifteen hundred paBBengers, and on the sixth day 
of July ·twelve of the •hips arrived at M&BBachusetts Bay, con­
veying the governor, the officers of the Commonwealth, and the 
charter. The expense of this equipment amounted to twenty­
one thousand two hundred pounds sterling.• 

On the 19th of October, 1630, the first General Court was 
held at Boston, where the charter was produced, and publicly 
read to the assembled people, amid the most profound bilence, and 
listened to with the deepest emotions of veneration and delight 
by those whose independence ita removal had e.tfectually secured. 
This was the commencement of the republic of M&BBachusetts. 

• The espenae of aettling this colony amounted, during the first twelve yeU'II, 
t.o ~wo hWldred thon~and . ponuda. Bee lat Douglu, 428. · 
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It was founded on democratic principles, guarded with the most 
zealous vigilance, and supported and e;r:tended with cautious, but 
determined resolution~ when they surveyed their situation t~ey 
felt asaured they had nothing to fear from within. They were 
all democ:rats, and alike hostile to the Church and State they 
had so cheerfully abandoned at home. .But when they reflected 
on their isolated ~ituation, the inadequacy of their means to such 
a va,st undertaking as settling a community of strangers in a 
wilderness, the distrust with which· they knew they would be re­
garded by the Church, and the indignation which the removal of 
their charter would naturally excite in . the Court, they were 
alarmed, but such was their courage and ~~elf.reliance, they were 
not dismayed or discouraged. They apprehended danger from 
three sou!ces, the Crown, the Hierarchy, and the Parliament, as 
they were equally dreaded, and bated ; they continued until the 
close of the war of independence, in 1783, to be objects of their 
peculiar a versio~. · 

The deception practiced by these people throughout the whole 
of their negotiation in England, seems to admit of no further ad­
dition, but their very last act was to publish a manifesto to the 
clergy of the Established Church, a88uring them that they were 
in fact and in h04rt members of the same communion, and solicit­
ed their prayers ana their bleSBings on this. undertaking. They 
entreated. them to believe, to Use their own words : " that they 
esteemed it their .honor to call the Church of England their dear 
mother, and they could. not leave the country where she resided 
without tears in their eyes. We leave it not, therefore," they 
said, " as loathing that milk wherewith we were nour,ished there. 
But ble•ing ~od for the pareqtage and education, and as mem­
bers of the ,same body shall rejoice in her gOOd, and while we 
have breath, sincerely desire and endeavor the continuance aQd 
abundance of her welfare; with the enlargement of her bounds 
in the kingdom of Jesus Christ,"• and much more to the aame 
eJfect. History can scarcely fumish such an insta,nce of consum­
mate hYPocrisy. 

The aocouats of their early settlement in general circulation 
are chiefly those written by themselves or their dP.soendants, who 
are their eulogists. Such being the case, truth can only be u-

" See the originalletter in Book u. Cbap. 7, of tbia wodt. 
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certained by a careful examination o( original documents and o\­
solete contemporaneous works. They were always anxious to· be 
considered as martyrs, and laid claim to all that · is noble in con·­
duct, exalted ·in principle, and pure in religion, while the sover­
eign whom they duped, has been represented as a tyrant, and the 
prelates, whom they publicly flattered and privately traduced, 
have been held up to the world as cruel and senseless bigots. 
There was no doubt much in the conduct of the king that can 
not be justified, and in the hierarchy of the day that is deeply to 
be regretted, but rebellious subjects compel monarchs to be cruel 
in self-defense, . and a priest may well be excused, if he thinks 
scriism aggravated by deception and falsehood. 

The object of this extraordinary manifesto is evident enough, 
but neither the persecution of the old, nor t~ possession of the· 
new world, justifies them in sacrificing that, without which life 
in either hemisphere would find no security but in brute force. 
It has been said in extenuation of their conduct, that they had 
not form8.ny seceded from the Church, at the time they circulated 
this valedictory addreBB. The answer is, Congregationalism they 
knew had already been adopted at Salem before they left England, 
by their agent Endicott, and subsequently confirmed by their ap­
probation. And, furthermore, that as soon as they could possibly 
devote a da-y to it, from their indispensable duties, they again es­
tablished it at Boston and. Cambridge, with the utmost unanim­
ity among the people, and the consent of every man that signed 
that touching appeal to their "Dear Brethren." ' . 

Such were the people who laid the foundation of republicanism 
in America. Tliere is niuch in their conduct to admire and 
applaud, and much to reprove. and condemn. The bnght lights 
and dark shades of thei,:- character are in such cont~ast, that, to 
do them justice arid preserve the impartiality of history, it ·will 
be difficult to avoid the charge of incoasistency, so different mU.t 
the language OC)Casionally be, that is extorted by truth on the one 
hand, or awarded by slander on the other. If, therefore, the 
meed of panegyric, to which they are often justly entitled, shall 
seem irreconcilable with the terms in which their duplicity, ob­

. stinacy, and ·cruelty are denounced, it must be recollected that 
their defects, no less than their virtu~. Contributed to form·that 
indomitable character for dogged resolution, without which they 
never would have been non-conformists in England, or republi-
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cans in America. To overlook these distinctions would betray a 
total ignorance of human nature; to attempt to palliate or con­
ceal them, would lead to the suspicion that disingenousness is 
infectious, and tha~ it can not even be contemplated without dan· 
ger. They have alternately ·been the subject of ·extravagant 
eulogy, or unmitigated abuse, according to the medium of relig· 
ious or political prejudice, through which they have been view­
ed. Nothing can be further from the 'truth 'than either of these 
extreme opinions. Their character, like that of most men, was 
mixed, but unlike . that of any other people, was distinguished for 
qualities so totally opposite, and yet so strongly developed and so 
powerfully contrasted, that. it is difficult to imagine how they 
could be combined without neutralizing each other. Their c<in· 
duct exhibits so much despotism, and so ardent a love of liberty, 
so great a degree of superstition, and so much practical good sense, 
such refined casuistry, and Jesuitical double-deaiing, united with 
extraordinary frankness and manly behavior, so little regard for 
the form of jurisprudence, and so warm an attachment t6 con­
etitutional law, so much impatience of restraint or interference 
from others, with such a strong predilection to intermeddle with 
or control their neighbors, that general terms are manifestly in­
applicable to them. Their acts must be separately considered, 
and severally praised or censured according to their deserts. In 
searching for the causes that led to the formation and develop­
ment of this extraordinary character. we must regard their con­
dition in their native country, and the circumstances that mould­
ed their opinions, and called forth the peculiarities tha.t I have 
alluded to. · 

At the period of their leaving England, the great majority of 
them, though conforming to the Established Church, were at 
heart dissentients, having undergone the probation of complying, 
but not agreeing ; obeying but not respecting ; combining but 
not .uniting ; assembling in churches where every thing that 
they saw or heard shocked them as unscriptural and superstitious, 
ueing the Prayer-book but rejecting it as papistical, listening to 
clergymen wh• authority they despised and whose doctrine 
they denied ; and above all, to bishops whom they believed to 
be neither Papists nor Protestants, but amphibious beings clothed 
in all the frippery, and practicing all t~e mummery of the first, 
without possessing their antiquity or authority, and yet claiming 
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to belong to the other, without ha~ the purity of their doctrine, 
the simple rigor of their discipline, or. the independence of their 
self-government. Nothing can be more destructive of true piety, 
ingenuous conduct, and simplicity of mind, than · insincere con­
formity, when either ad11pted from prudential motives, or sub­
mitted to from compulsion. Pretending to be what we are not, 
and holding out ourselves to the government or to the world as 
Churchmen, when in reality we are Dissenters or Romanists, is, 
in fact, hypocrisy, and no man can long wear that garb, without 
a total change in his character. The essence of hypocrisy is 
falsehood. If a man inclines to the belief, that simulated com· 
pliance with unsound doctrines, or unscriptural churches, is de­
fensible, he naturally seeks for plausible reasons to satisfy his own 
scruples, and if he succeed in deceiving himself, the inevitable 
tendency ~f his mind is to attem_pt to deceive others. · 

Dissent is progressive. When privately indulged for any length 
of time it grows too blirdensome for a secret, and requires to be 
acknowledged, and when announced it assumes a new name and 
a new form, and ripens into secession. Its waters, however, are 
then drugged with bitterness and strife, and whoever drinks of 
them · soon finds their baneful operation on his temper, on the 
affections of his heart, and in all his social relations of life, while 
he experiences a. sympathetic change on his political creEm,, and 
~mea familiarized with violent and seditious measures. De­
manding a charitable construction on his own motives and ·con· 
duct, he is not willing to concede it to others; and as people sel­
dom forgive those whom they have injured, he views the mem­
beri of the church he has left with all the acrimony of an enemy, 
and all the vindictive energy of an. insulted and outraged friend . 

. To the forced compliance or voluntary nonconformity of the 
Pilgrim Fathers, as well as the cold Calvinistic tenets o( their 
faith, may be traced their austere manners and gloomy dispositions 
their subtle reasoning and adroit evasions, their unrelenting per­
sec.utions, numerous banishments, and barbarous executions, their 
unmitigated hatred of episcopacy, and deeP-rooted aversion to 
monarchical institutions. On the - other hand, .· their patience 
under toil, privation, and suffering, their indomitable courage in 
resisting the numerous enemies, and overcoming the many diffi­
culties with which they were surrounded, their energy, industry, 
und enterprise, their love of imlcpendcnce, their hospitality, benevo-
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lence, and public and private liberality. the unity that prevailed 
among themselveS, their brotherly afiection for each other, and 
many other correlative qualities, are attributable in part to the 
Anglo-Saxon stock from which they sprang, and in part to the 
requirements and incidents of a forest home in a new world. But 
their frugali~y, temperance, purity of morals, simplicity of man­
ners, respect for the· authorities of their little State, both civil and 
religious, and similar virtuei, were all their owri. 

Such a careful analysis is due both to their character, and the 
faithfulness of this narrative. In order to make that intelligible, 
which is otherwise irreconcila:&le, it is necessary to seek for the 
springs of action that lie beneath the surface, for conduct can 
only be duly appreciated by its motives, and eifecta be fully esti­
mated by tracing them to their real cau~e~. 

Digitized by Goog[e 



CHAPTER IV. 
Reuoning or the flnt Settlers u to their lndependenc&-Tbe Colony becomes 

a Republic from Neceaaity-Oatha or Supremacy and Allegiance dispensed 
with-They decline to aet op the Kin( a Anna-Mutilate the Flag-Drinking 
Healtba abolished-Blackstone's Remar'ka about the Lord' a Brethren-Ordet 
that none bot'Cborc)l Members be admitted to he Freemen-Another, forbid­
ding a Stranger to settle in the Coloay witboot a Lic-Petitiooing ,tbe 
King called slandering the Brethren-Ponishment of Morton, Sir Christopher 
Gardener, and Ratclift'&-Morton publishes a Satire at Amaterdam-Retums 
to Muaachlisetta-Is fined and baoi1bed again-Intimate Connection betweeD 
their Church and Stat&-The King ordere 1everal Vea1ela in the Thames to 
be pot onder Embargo-A House of Representatives meets in Boetoo, and 
ia admitted u a Branch of the Legielator&-The Governor ia not re-elected, 
and ia made to eccoont for hia Expenditure or the pqblic Money1-Hia manly 
Conduct on the Occuion-A Code of Law• ordered to be compiled-Al8o.a 
nniform System of Church Discipline, 

HAviNG traced the origin of tbiarepublic, and its history to the 
removal of the proprietors and their charter to New England, I 
shall now give a brief aketch of their resolute and syatematic de­
fenae of their independence until the year 1686, when the patent 
waa revoked, W t; have aeen that they apprehended aggreaaion 
from three aourcea, the Crown, the Hierarchy, and the Parliament. 
It will be instructive to show with what courage they resiated, or 
what ingenuity they evaded compliance with the authority or 
claims of all. - Their cilnduot in this _particular waa not the re­
ault of accident, or of public distractiona in England, or of their 
remote and isolated situation, though all contributed to favor their 
object, but it waa a predetermined and . well-concerted plan. 
They· bad paid a large sum of money to the Council of New 
Plymouth for their territory, they bad fortified their ,title to the 
aoil by purchii.Bel from the Indians, and they affected to · believe 
that if the for~uitoua circumstance of prior discovery bad conveyed 
'any right to the Crown, the king bad formally surrendered it by 
the charter, in considelil.tion· of the conditions contained in it. 
They regarded it, therefore, aa peculiarly their own country, and 
they were unwilling to allow any interference whatever from any 
quarter: The form of the grant of incorporation caused at first 
some embarraasment, by. its total want of adaptation to the pur-
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posea to which it had been so unexpectedly applied. But as it 
was based on general election, and the governor and aasiatant 
were chosen by the freemen, all power centred in the people, 
and the moment the government was organized, it naturally, and 
of necessity, became a republic. Whatever authority the general 
court exercised, was delegated by qualified voters, and the officers 
they appointed received their commissions from thoee whom they 
empowered to iisue them. The fundamental pril\ciple, therefore, 
of this little commonwealth was originally the ~~&me as that which 
now . distinguishes and animates the individual States and great 
Federal Republic of the present day-namely, that the people are 
the source of all power. 

At first, little could be done in matters oflegislation, when the 
individual wants and general weakneu of the whole oommunity 
required the personal and continued exertion of all its members. 
The governor, his deputy, and· four II.IBistants, were appointN 
justices of tho peace, with the same powers exercised by persona 
holding similar situations in England. A court of civil and 
criminal jurisdiction was also created, consisting of the higher 
officers _of the corpo~ation. . In the absence of all statute law, the 
Bible was &JJbstituted o.a a model and guide. In organizing the 
judiciary, a difficulty arose as to the nature of the oaths. The 
customary form of acknowledging the royal authority was evi­
dently inapplicable, for the people, and not the king, was supreme, 
and his name, therefore, was very- quickly cijspenaed with. The 
oath of allegiance required some consideration, not whether it 
should be adopted, for that was not to be thought of, but whether 
it could be so qualified as to consist with their own independence, 
or be made contingent on residence and protection.• Sins of 
omission are so much safer than sins of commiuion, so much more 
difficult of detection, and so. much more capable of explanation 
when discovered, that it was deemed prudent to omit it altogether, 
and to 11ubstitute one of fidelity to the local gove111ment instead. 
The king's arms were not only liable to the same objectio111, but 
had no warrant in ScriJ>ture ; and a tender conscience supplied a 
better reason for declining to eet t~em up, than the silence of the 
charter, or their own repugnance. The royal colors were no leu 
exceptionable. To subltitute new ones would be to hoist a flag 

• Bee an abatract of law• prepared for Muaach11.1etta, 'by Mr. Cottoa. 
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of independence, which it was far more prudent quietly to maintain 
than openly proclaim, but there was no valid objection why they 
should not be altered in such a manner a.s to retain their form and 
general appearance, and yet dea;troy theit identity. 

Their ministers suggested a mode of mutilation that would 
effectually answer their purpose, and a reason for their conduct 
which rendered it an im}ierative duty. They told them the 
cross was a relic of Romiah superstitio.n, and as such must be 
removed, if they were desirous of sec1,1ring a blessing on their 
undertakings. The uninitiated militia at first refused to muster 
under this " new-fangled flag," but when its unscrip(ural charac­
ter was pointed out to them, they admitted the propriety of the 
alteration, and the cross was accordingly condemned as unlawful. 
Foreign gold and silver coins marked in a similar manner could 
not be so conveniently defaced, and were suffered to pass current 
without objection. They were unobtrusive, and, humanly speak· 
ing, merited toleration by their intrinsic value, but· when weighed 
in the balance' with political and religious principles, were found 
wanting, and treated as mere dross, unworthy of the consideration 
of a people who bad forsaken Mami'non, and crossed the Atlantic 
to preserve and perpetuate the true faith. 

Thus we see how carefully they abstained at the very outset, 
from all recognition of the power of the Crown, either directly or 
indirectly. Drinking to the health of each other at table, as it 
was followed by toasts, and long usage had sanctioned the priority 
of the king's name, with the usual benediction of" God bless 
him,': it was thought advisable to abolish, as it would, as a mat­
ter of course, cause a discontinuance of the other practice, which 
might be a snare to those whose intimate associates in England 
thought no harm in usurping his authority, and could ~· no sin 
in compassing his death. 

They were now a sovereign people, but the exercise of such 
unlimiied power was new to them, and this novelty, as yet wholly 
unrestrained by constitutional checks, increased their impatience 
of individual resistance, which is at all times the natural tendency 
of a democracy,• and made them both arbitrary and vindictive 
in their conduct. An English Dissenter of the name of Black· 
atone, whom they found Jiving _at Boston, and claiming it by 

• Hubbard's New England, Chap. XXVI. Wonder Working Provideuce, 39. 
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virtue of his discovery and possession, was soon made to feel the 
difference between republican and royal compul11ion ; and on quit. 
ting the community, remarked, in the bitternei!S of disappointed 
feeling, '.' that he bad left Englan,:l because he did not like the 
Lord's Bishops, but that he should now leave them, for he could 
not stand the !-ord's Brethren." . 

The first emigrants who had a community of feeling both on 
political and religious matters, were resolved that their country 
should not merely be independent, but that _its goyemment should 
be fre~d from the interference of any new-comers who entertained 
different opinions from themselves. Dissent they knew they could 
deal with, ·but they knew also, that members of the Church 
of England, if allowed to obtain a footing among them, would, as 
a matter of course, acknowledge the king to be their sovereign, 
keep him informed of their usurpations, and be protected in their 
wo!Bhip. They therefore at this early date, 18th of May, 1631, 
enacted in " order that the body of the commons might be pre· 
served of good and honest men," that no person should be admit· 
ted to the freedom of the company, but such as were members of 
some of the churches established by law. So effectually did this 
check the introduction of Episcopalians, that during the whole 
continuance of the Charter, not a single congregation was collect­
ed in all Massachusetts. 

This bold attempt at exclusive sovereignty, is thus lamented by 
Leechford: "None ~ay now be a freeman of that company 
unless he be- a Church member among them. None have voice 
in: elections of governor, deputy, and assistants, none are to be 
magistrates, officers, or jurymen, grand or petit, but freemen. 
The ministers give their votes in all elections of magistrates. 
Now the most of the persons at New England are not admitted 
of their Church, and therefore a.re not freemen, and when they 
come to be tried there, be it for life or limb, name or estate, or 
whatsoever, they must be tried and judged too by those of the 
Church, who are in a sort their adversaries. How equal that 
hath been or may be, some by experience do know, others may 
judge." Another law was passed in the year 1767, having in 
view the same object : "That none should be received to inhabit 
within the jurisdiction, but such as should be allowed by some of 
the magistrates," and it was fully understood, that differing from 
the ohurchea etltabliahed in the country, was as great a diaqualifi· 
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cation as any political opinions. In defense of this order, it ia 
advanced that the apostolic rule of rejecting such .as brought not 
the true doctrine with them, wail as applicable to the common­
wealth as the Church, and that even the profane were less to be 
dreaded than the able advocates of erroneous tenets.• 

Complaints they could not prevent, nor could the right to 
petition the Crown be openly impugned but by creating a new 
offense, that of accusing the brethren; no -one could petition 
without being guilty of this crime. They therefore forbore to 
press a man tQ trial for memorializing the king in council, but 
they charged him with ·slandering the brethren, and held him 
liable to fine, imprisonment, or corporal punishment, or all three, 
for this petit treason. The intercourse with Europe was then so 
limited, and the distance so appalling, that public attention in 
England was not attracted for some time to this glaring usurpa­
tion. Morton, who had the temerity to erect his May-pole again 
on land not within the jurisdiction of Massachusetts, was seized 
by thE( governor soon after his arrival, put into the stocks, and 
transported to his native country, where, we are very gravely 
intormed by Prince, "he was not even rebuked.'' 'He was im­
prudent enough to return after his property had thus been in- · 
vaded, and himself iwprisoned and e:nled, but was soon made 
sensible of his rashness. The gove1J1or, affecting to espouse· the 
cause of an Ind,ian, who disputed his right to the p081JCB!1i0n of a 
can~, arrested him, burned down his establishment, and con­
fiscated his estate, to pay for the expense of conveying him to_ 
England. 
. In London be was joined by two other victims 9f theil cruelty 

and oppression.:_Sir Christopher Gardner and Philip Ratcliffe,. 
who united with him in petitioning the king for redress. The 
former had been sent out by Sir Ferdinanda Georges, as his 
agent, for die protection of a large tenitory he had purchased, 
adjoining that of the colony of Massachusetts. Whatever his 
religion may have been, one thing was certain, . he was not a 
Puritan. As a stranger wholly unconnected with the colony, it 
was not a question for their consideration whether he was a 
Romanist or a Churclunan ; but they assumed ' the fact that he 
was a Papist, and ordered him to be anested . .. Knowing their 
cruelty, and fearing the result, he prefenetl trusting to the hospi-

" See Minot, Hilt. Mu•~ voL 1. p. 211. 
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tality and protection of the savages, and arming himaelf, fled 
into the wilderness. The Indians; not without some-difficulty, 
were bribed to give up to his unrelenting pursuers their confiding 
guest, and se~ng an opportunity, when deprived of his sword 
and his gun, by the upsetti~g of his canoe, they attacked him 
while iD the water, and with long poles beat him so aeverely 
over his hands and arms that he was compelled to relinquish the 
hold of his dagger (which was his only weapon) and surrender 
himself a prisoner. He was nrst taken to the jail in Plymouth, 
and then removed to that of Bosten, from whence he was sent 
to England. In the mean time his papera,were seized and ex· 
amined, and such of them as were thought of aervice in develop­
ing the plans of h~ employer, Sir Ferdinanda Georges, were 
retained. 

The oth.er complainant was Philip Ratcliffe. He had been a 
servant of Craddock, the first charter governor, and falling ill in 
his employ, on his recovery -demanded wages from the agent of 
his master for the time he had been disabled. Disappointed in 
his expectations, he made some disparaging remarks about a 
people who11e conduct so little comported with their professions. 
For this offense he was fined' forty pounds, severely whipped, 
shorn of his ears, and banished forthwith out of the jurisdiction. 

0n the complaint of these people, an order in council W~l 
issued for an investigation, but the inquiry was deferred for the 
time, l;ly the artful management of the principal associate, and 
by the secret assistance of some of the council, who were favor· 
able to the cause of Dissenters. The committee of inquiry were 
informed that the company ought not to be punished for the con· 
duct of some of ita members; that if there were ~y causes of 
complaint, they could only be proved or explained by witnesses from 
the colony, but as they were at that time sending them some in· 
dispensable additional supplies (three NonconfOrmist ministers•) 
any suspension of the operations of the company would J:le at· 
tended with the most disastrous consequei!.ce&. 

Strange to say, this reasoning prevailed at the time to defeat 
the just claim of the petitioners for redress. The success of this 
deceptive conduct astonished every body, and none more than 
tho governor and assistants themselves ; for they were not only 
honorably acquitted, but actually applauded. They were as-

• Jolm CottoD, Tbomu Hooker, and Samuel Stooe. 
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sured by tlie Iring's government they might go cheerfully on with 
their present undertaking, and, "if things were carried as was 
pretended when the charter ,cas gmnted, his majesty would 
maintain the liberties and privileges of the company." Morton 
appealed from the king in council to the public. He published 
at Amsterdam in 1637, a work entitled" New English Canaan," 
in wbicb, with more elegance of composition than was usual in 
those days, be ridiculed the Separatists with a severity that be­
speaks the extent of the injury he bad sustained at their bands. 
He is also said to have furnished Butler with the anecdote be 
bu so inimitably told in Hudibras,• of the people of Plymouth 
having appeased the anger of the Indians for a murder of one of 
their people by banging a bed-ridden innocent pauper instead of 
the real criminal, who, besides being a saint, had an additional 
claim to their clemency from beiftg the only expert cord~ainer 
in the place. · . 

This story, 'which has been geners.lly .considered to have bad 
no other foundation than the imagination of the poet, there is 
unhappily some reason to fear was but too true. Hubbard, him· 
self a Puritan minister, living near the scene, and old enough t 

• Badibru, Part ii. Canto 2. 
"That ainnera may anpply the placo 

Ofanft'ering aaintl, il a plain cue, 
Jutice gives 1entence many time., 
On 011e man for another' a crime1; 
Our brethren of New England nae 
Choice malefactor• to excnae, 
And bang the guiltless bi their stead, 
Ofwbolp the Cbnrobea bavele1a need. 
As lately 't bappen~d: In a town 
There lived a cobbler, and but one, 
That oat of doctrine could out, ue, 
And meud men' alive• as well u aboel. 
Tbil precio111 brother having slaiu, 
In times of peace, an Indian, 
The mighty Tottipottymoy 
Sent to our ·Eldera an envoy, 
Who called upon the saints to render 
Into ·&is banda, or bang th' oft'ender. 
But they maturely hving weighed 
They bad no more bqt him o' th' trade, 
Reaolv'd to spare him; yet, to do 
The Indian, Hogam 'Mogam, too, 
Impartial jllltioe, in bi1 atead did 
Hang an old weaver that wu bed-rieL." 

tHe wu born In 1621. 
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to have traced its a1:1thenticity, has not ventured in his history 
of New England . to give it an unqualified contradiction. · The 
inhabitants of Plymouth, he says, tell the story much otherwise. 
But if they were Jr!ven by necessity to do justice to content the 
Indians- at that time, it is possible it might 'be executed, not on 
him that most deserved, but on him that can_.best be spared, or 
who was riot like· to live long if he had been let alone.• . 

It is almost incredible that with this sad experi1111ce of their 
persecuting spirit, Morton should have ventured among them 
again ; but his perseverance was equal to tbeir own, and they 
were amazed at beholding him there for the third time.- He 
was instantly arrested, and a letter, written by him from London 
to a friend in the colony, inlercepted by. the governor (in which 
he calls him "King· Winthrop," and inveighs against his "Am· 
sterdam and fanatical ordinances") was prodaced against him. 
He was forthwith· convicted· of sedition, fined a hundred pounds. 
and banished again from the colony. To console him under his 
afllictions, he was told he had great reason to be thankful for 
the mercy of the court, as nothing but his great age had s~ved 
him from the whipping~post:t Ratcliffe became a lunatic from 
the cruel treatment 'he received, and Sir Christopher Gardner· 
very prudently gave up the contest. . 

This severe conduct was applauded by the ministers, by whom 
toleration was preached against as a sin in rulers, that would 
inevitably bring down the judgment of Heaven upon the land. 
" He that is mounted in the saddle," said one of their divines, 
" had need ke~p the reins straight, unless he intends to be 
thrown down ·and trodden under foot ; they are the ministers 
of God .for the good of mankind, and should not bear the sword 
in vain."f 

The power of the clergy was irresistible. ·At the fi~t Court 
of .Assistants, an Act was paased for building houses for them 
at the public expense, by which they became fudiBBOlubly COD· 

nected with the State. By the operation of the two laws, I 
ha~e already alluded to, namely, that no man could be qualifiecl 

• Fillh Vol. Mass. Hist. Coli .. Second aeries, p. 77, 
t Hotchinaon'a History, vol. i. p. 75. . 
t Notice wu that year taken of an iu!pndont ·~fliont one Captain Stone 

olferod to .Mr. Ludlow, one of the mllgiatratea, calling biQl joat-aaa, fur joatice: 
it coat the offender O!le h'!Ddred pounds and bi!Jliai!!llent. · Hirt. Col., f101. T. 
Sccottd 1erie1, p. 157. · · . c 
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to vote, or be elected to office, who was not a Church mem­
ber, aad that .no Church could be· formed · but by a lieense 
from a magistrate, the civil and ecclesiastical affairs were more 
intimately combined than in · England. '.I;' he graating or ·with­
holding political rights being thus · eentred in the ministers, 
the leveling propensity of Congregationalism was curbed and 
restrained by. ·this new power, and all wE;re compelled to sub­
mit and pay court to ·the very. men it 'was their original in­
tention to have divested of.all authority. Bigotry, intolerance, 
and hypocrisy were infinitely increased and: aggravated by this 
extraoidinary alliance. The preachers were consulted on all 
affairs of State and legislation. were often. present at the pass­
ing of laws, and lent their powerful aid to have them executed. 

The attention of the king was again ~alled to the colqny of 
Massachusetts. He was informed that there was a great stream 
of emigration flowing steadily thither, of persona kno'!n to be 
ill-affected to him, his cliurch, and government. An order 
was accordingly issued by the Privy Council to stay several 
ships in the Thames, ready to sail to New. England, with 
settlers and provisions, for the exhibition of passenger lists, and 
for the production of the ,charter. ·This was the first time ita 
removal was discovered or .avowed, and the plausible Craddock 
promised to send for it immediately. He informed the council 
tha• the }'Oyal . right was well protected by the clause enforcing 
the oaths of allegiance ,and 'supremacy (although he knew they 
had not been administered to the emigrants), and entreated 
that the-y who had ljO recently and affectionately . addressed the 
Church, as , their dear mother, an«J avowed before God and 
man their _attachment to it at parting, should be believed in 
preference to their slanderers, and wound . up with .a glowing 
description of naval stores that the planters would soon ~ able 
to send to England. After some little dolay they' were per­
mitted to proc~d on their voyage, and emigration again revived. 

In the mean wbile;the inhabitants having proceeded step by 
step to consolidate their power at Boston, in evasion· or defiance 
of the charter, now altered their constitution in a manner to 
suit the exigencies of the times. and their own wants, without 
asking perinission or seeking authority from the king. In conse­
quence of some severe regulations made by the magistrates relative 
to-trespasses; which were exceedingly unpopular in the rural dis-
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tricts, two delegates ehQsen by each town assembled at Boston and 
demanded a sight of the charter, upon the examination of which 
they arrived at the conclusion, that the legialativ~ authority 
rested not with the magi~rates, but with the freemen. On this 
point they asked the opinion. of the governor, who told them, 
that when the patent was iBBued, it was t!upposed the. freemen 
would be so few, that all could conveniently assemble, but now 
they had become too n11merous to meet for deliberation. At the 
same tiino he said, he was -of opinion, they did not yet contain 
sufficient. JllaterialB" to c~nstitute a distinct branch of _the Legis. 
lature, but proposed that a certain number of delegates should 
be chosen annually to prefer grievances, but not to make laws ; 
though their. consent perhaps might be required to all assese­
Jl!ents .pf money arid gr11nts of land. They were not &atisfied 
with any such restricted power, and accordingly at ·a General 
Court, held in the year 1634, twenty-four of the principal in­
habitants of the colony, presented themselves as the represent· 
atives of the body of freemen, and demandt<d on behalf of their 
constituents the ~gh~ to share in all legislative proceedings of 
that body, a claim which, though it had no foundation whatever 
in the charter, ·was supported by analogy to the constitution of 
the mother country, and W&!l too congenial· to their own demo­
cratic views .to be refused. The governor and &BBistants, how­
ever, w~re not prepared for what followed . They were aware 
that a I:Iouse of Commons wo9ld naturally diminish much of 
their own weight ·and influence, but they were a•tonished to 
find, when their admiBBion was conceded, that ·their first step, 
before proceeding to business, was to define the power and juris­
diction of. t~e General Court in its amended form ; and in that 
definitioJl, to appropriate- to themselves a full share of executive 
as well as legislative authority .. Hitherto, although the govern­
ment had been elective, the choice of officers had usually fallen 
upon the same persons. Mr, Winthrop had been appointed 
g~vernor every year since the foundation of the commonwealth, 
and most of the ,aBBistants'"bad also been Te·elected. :As judges 
and justices they were the dignitaries of the land. Their dis­
cret~onary power, in the absence of a regular code of laws, was 
very great. severe penalties were enacted for disobeying them, 
and still heavier punishments awarded fur discourteous or con­
tumelious behavior toward them. Democracy, however, is no 
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respecter of persons. Where all authority emanates from the 
maBB, all must finally bow to that source of power. The natural 
order of SO<liety is soon reversed: officials first become courtierS to 
the people, and theq are degraded to a menial dependence on 
their masters.· This universal law. of politics· was J10W made 
palpable to the founders of the republic. 

One of the first acts of the representatives w~ to impose a fine 
on the Court of Assistants for having presumed, during the pre­
cedin~ year, in the exercise of their discretion, not to act in con­
formity to · an o~der of the General Court. The governor, a 
most able, zealous, liberal and laborious officer, who bad dis­
charged all the gubernatorial duties giatnitously for·several years, 
was quietly passed over without any reason whatever that can be 
discovered, beyond the vile and contemptible propensity ·of demo­
crats to humble and degrade to their own vulgar level all that 
arE! distinguished among them for character or talent. Not con­
tent with this unprovoked and unmerited insult, he was. coarsely 
interrogated as to the receipts and disbursement of the public 
money during his administration, as if h". had been a defaulter, 
and enriched himself with the spoils, instead of exhausting his 
means, and imp<iverishing his family, by private charities and 
public benefactions, as was well known to be the .case. At the 
termination of tms ungrateful and humiliating proceeding, he 
handed in the following dignified and temperate protest: · 

" In all these things which I offer, I refer myself to the-wisdom 
and justice Of the court, with this protestation, that it repenteth 
me not of my cost or labor bestowed on this C?mmonwealth, but 
do heartily bless the Lord our God that He bath plea.secr to 
honor. me so far as to call for any thing He hath bestowed upon 
me for the service of H:iit Church and people h'ere : ·the prosperity 
whereof and His gracious acceptance, shail be an abundant 
recompense to me. I conclude with this one request (which in 
justice may not be denied me), that as it stands upon record, that 
upon the discharge of my office I was called to account, so this 
my declaration may be recorded also, lest hereafter, when I shall 
be· forgotten, some blemish may lie upon my posterity, when 
there shall be nothing to clear it. ' 

· "JoBK WINTHRoP. 
" September 4th, 1634." 
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It is a painful, but instructive page of history. The colony 
was founded by Mr. Winthrop, in a spirit of defection to his 
Sovereign and his Church. The first act of the Legislature, a 
child of his own creation, was a. rejection of himself as their 
governor, the imposition of a fine and censure upon his Court of 
As11istants, and an accusation against both,'having as little founda­
tion in truth as those ~e· had himself RO lightly adopted, and so 
little examined, against hi!! king and his primate. 

The establishment of a represe11tative body was a bold exercise 
of independence,' but it completed and consolidated the power of 
the state, which being based altogether on the elective 'system, 
was purely republican. This innovation created an inquiry into 
the nai11re of the liberty and privileges of the people, which 
threatened to convulse the colony by the riumerou~ aostract 
questions to which it gave rise. Among others was a dispute as 
to the veto of the Assistants, both as regarded its existence and 
its limits. A n11mber of persons ha.ving memorialized the court 
for leave to remo~e out of the jurisdiction, the AIISistants· refused 
their assent, assigning, among other reasons, one that in modem 
times would expose them to much sectarian abuse. " The re-

, movp.l of a ca'IUllestick/' they said, ''is a great judgment, which 
ought to be avoided." By far the greater part of i.he . .delegates 
were for granting the prayer of the petitioners, and numerically 
they formed a majority, of the whole court. The dispute on this 
contested point was very warm, and the session was adjourned. 
'What they refused to grant to the assumptions of the magistrates, 
they yielded to the fervid eloquence of Mr. Cotton, who, preached 
before them, when they reassembled ; "for it pleased the Lord so 
to assist him; and to bless His own ordinances that the affairs of 
the court wen~ on cheerfully." . 

At this ti.me was first ·introduced the custom, now so prevalent 
in America and the British proviQces, of paying the members of 
the Legislature. It was ordered that ~he charge of dieting the 
assist~tnts and delegates .'during the General Court be paid out of 
the public tteuury. About the same period the vote by ballot · 
for the delegates w_..as established_. The aid of the minister, and 
BOJD8 of the ablest men in the province was now requested, to 
compile ~ uniform order of discipline for all the churchea in the 
colony. 
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CHAPTER ·v. 
. -

A Commi1aioD il1nes to the Archbishop of Canterbury, and eleven other Penou. 
for governing the Coloniet, A:c.-Altbot and Land. their Conduct contruted­
Severe Triala of the Chorch-ltl Character and Conduct-Colooistl u10m!l the 
Right of ma,king Treatie1-Free-Trade with the Narragan~etta-:-Otfer of 
hereditary Rank made by Lord Say and 8ele-Reuo1111 for declining it­
Petition of the People debarred of civil Rigbtl for Nonconformity-They are 
summoned to appear before the Governor and Al~iatantl, and den01111Ced by 
the Miniater~-Heavily fin~d and bound over to keep the Peace-Their private 
Paper~ aearcbed, and a Memorial foond Bddre1aed to the Earl of Warwick­
Ita Contenta-The People extend their JnrUdiction to. Wetber~field. aitnated 
beyond the Limitl of Muoach01etti-J01tification of Eucroachment-Gorton'l 
Settlement broken up, and hia Followera severely pnniabed-Tbe Grand 
Council of Plymouth anrrendera ita Charter on the Ground of the Colonistl . 
claiming Independence-A quo tcarranto ordered to be is10ed for the Rev­
ocation of the Charter-Sir Ferdinando Georgea nominated Governor-Gener.I 
-The Mini,etera convened to advise-They recommend Re1i1taoce-Dia· 
aentera from- the Churches of Masaacb01ett1 settle at Connecticut, Rhode 
llland, ud other Placei-War with the Peqnoda-Tbe Army onder a Cove­
nant of Worka-Extermination of the Indian Tribe-Troubles in England-
The Colony is left unmolested. · · • 

IN England great astonishment was expressed at tliia umrpa­
tion, which naturally drew attention also to the artful manner 
Episcopalians were excluded, if not from the country, at least· 
from all participation in its govemmeu.t. A royal oommil!l:iion, 
therefore, was granted to the Archbishop of Canterbury, and 
eleven other persons, for the management of colonial affairs, con­
ferring or revoking patents, appointing public officers, and other 
more extensive powers. The recital reasserts, in distinct terms, 
that the object Q{ the king, in granting the charter, "was not 
merely to enlarge the territories of our empire, 6ut more especially 
to propagatd the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

The contumacy and mtractability of the Puritans at home 
increased the alarm that was felt at the extension of the sect in 
America. Every means bad been tried and ex;haus~ed for recon­
ciling or conciliating them, but in yain. Concessions led to 
further demands, kindness only served to infuse a belief qf weak­
ness; and, in the exasperated state of public feeling, nothing 
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appeared to be left but compulsion. The indulgence of Abbot 
rather emboldened their opposition, as they affected to see in his 
mildness or negligence a similarity of opinions with their own. 
Laud, warned by the failure of his predecessor, was more vigilant 
and more rigid, and endeavored to compel these refractory Non­
conformists to obedience · by a strict enforcement of the law, in 
the execution of which he !.'bowed himself as zealous, active, and 
almost as severe as 'the Puritans themselves. The~ people ex­
hibi~ed the most melancholy specimen of the anogance, 'obstinacy, 
and inconsistency of the human mind to be fonnd in any age or 
country. At the very time that t~ey ·were depriving every per-

. son in Massachusetts of all civil rights,. who was not in full 
communion With them, or impri110ning, fining, or banishing who­
ever dared to maintain doctrines at variance with their own, 
they denounced as a bigot and a demon the archbishop, who, 
unfortunately, adopted. the same error of compulsory conversion 
as themselves. 

It was not Without great alarm, therefore, they were informed 
that a qiw warranto had been issued against them, and that tho 
governor was ordered by the Board forthwit:h to send back to 
England the charter which had been so surreptitiously removed. 
They had n~w a man to deal with who knew their principles t'oo 
well to be duped by professions, whose duty it was to protect his 
own Church, .and to see that no part of his majesty's dominions 
was close~ against her members, and 'who had penetrated the 
designs of their co-religionists to subvert the monarchy. From 
his well-kno~ integrity and piety they knew that they might 
look for justice; but they saw nothing in the contumely and in­
sults they bad heaped upon him to lead them to hope that he 
would make another fruitless attempt to try the effect of in· 
dulgence. . 

The· conduct of these two prelates, Abbot and Laud, has been 
variously viewed, both by contemporary:authors an4 historians 
of the present day, according to the un®rtain .standl!'rd of their 
own morals and politics. By some-the moderation or connivance 
of the first has been extolled as an example of Christian virtue, 
worthy of · all praise ; while a rigid adherence to ecclesiastical 
discipline, and a strict observance of the law of the land, hal 
earned for the other a character for cruelty and tyranny. But 
the agitated state of th~ times, the fury of party, the ferocity and 
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disloyalty of schismatics, and the fintrigues ·of an unscrnpulous 
Court, if they do not afford a justification for the negligence of 
the one, or the rigor 9f the other, will warrant us in putting a 
charitable construction on the conduct of both. Where the shel· 
ter of non-interi'erence merely aggravated the evil, it was natural 
to try.the only other.altemative, severity; and subsequent events 
have now clearly disclosed to ~s ~hat the middle course, in which 
justice is tempered with mercy, 10 difficult at all times to l:ie 
found, and especially in civil commotions, would have I>een 
equally unavailing. It is probable, however, that if Abbot had 
been more firm, I~aud would have ·been less· severe; and it._ is 
certain that a .proper dischtU-ge of hia duty, without periling his 
own life, -would have saved that of his martyred succesEOr. 

No religious establishment has had so much. to contend again.st 
as the Anglican Church. For centuries before. the Reformation 
abe had to e.ndure the assaults of Rome, and ever since the 
furious attacks of fanatics; · while lately she has had to with­
atand them both, under the serious disadvantage of being crippled 
by the State, in the freedom of ~er actions. Formerly, the 
government, to suit their own political viewa, found it necessar.y 
to fill the OO.nch of Bishops with persons holding high prerogative 
opinions. , l1,1 more recent time!! the- selection for a similar ·pur­
pose has been too often made ~rom latitudinarian&, while during 
the whole periOd of time, she has had withia her own pale a 
numerous party who receive her pay, and. eat her. bread, but 
refuse t? do her bidding, or teach her doctrines. Deprived of 
her convocation, she has been powerless to preserve upiformity, 
defend Jlprself, or enforce her discipline, aBd, above all, to exert 
her whole .voice. in. demanding her. ancient, right of electing her 
own prelates. Hence the soundness of one diocese contrasts 
strangely with the license an5i disorder of another, and th.s 
anomalous appeals in matters of belief to a lay court, evince less 
unity than Rome, and less independence th&n Dissent. 

l;>uri~g all these afflictions her conduct has been worthy of 
herself. Her firmness in resisting encroachments. and patience 
under '}>O~cutions, moderation in prosperity, devotion to the 
cause of truth . and learning, her zeal and munificence in pr:opa­
gating the Gospel .to the furthermo~t parts of the earth, are well 
attested by the fruit she has borne. Her sterling wor~h is 
stamped on her children, and an Englis},lman may well be proud 
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·or the parent that instructed his tender year, and implanted in 
his mind all thoile virtues that invigorate, and those graces that 
adom his character. While the Puritan preachers of Maua· 
chusetts were occupied in compiling a body of laws, and a code 
of divinity, the-Parliament of the colony entered at once upon 
the exercise of unrestricted sovereign power, and authorized or 

. sanctioned the assumption by the executive of the right to make 
war, or declue treaties_ of peaoe, with the surrounding Indian 
nations. The Narragansett&, a powerful and •numerous 'tribe, 
were among the fil'llt to enter ~to offensive and defensive alliance 
with them. So_me of the stipulations of this compact have since 
been adopted by the diplomatist,~ of modern times, • and the sur­
render of fugitives from justice, and unrestrained free-trade, 
though apparently eqoally beneficial to both from ·their .reciprocal 
character, concealed, under speciot\B terms, the ·selfishness that 
dictated ihem ;_ for the grave offered to the savage an asylum 
infinitely preferable to the abodes of the white man, ~d free­
trade was only beneficial t!) those who desired the advantage of 
tempting the cupidity, or overreaching the simplicity of their 
customers, by giving them in exchange for their ful'll, superfluities, 
of the value or. use of which they were equally ignorant. A few 
yean afterward an army was raised to proceed against these 
1111.me·allies, who had subsequently become refractory and turbu­
lent; but &0 imposillg·a force awed them into submission, and a 
renewal of commercial intercourse. 

In this democratic body the companieJI W!ually chose their own 
officers, and the executive contented itself with appointing a 
oommander-in-chlef to direct its operations. The commonwealth 
then, as at the present day, was substituted for the royal author· 
ity ; JUld the revolution of 1783, instead of destroying old inatitu· 

• The following is the treaty alluded to: 
1. A firm aDd perpetual peace betwixt them ud the Engli8h. 
2. Neither party to make peace with the Peqaods without the consent or the 

other. 
3. That Narragusettll aboold not harbot' uy PequOO.. 
4. That they should put to death, or deliver up any murderer~ of the Engli8h. 
5, That they aliould return fugitive asrvants. 
8. The English to give them notice when·to go oat against the PeqaocU, aDd 

tbe N arraganaetta to famish gaidea. . . · 
7. ll'ree4rade to be carried on between the parties. . 
8. None of the Narragansetts to come near the Engliah plantations daring the 

war with the Pequods, without some Englishman or Indian known to the En­
gliah.-Hutck., vol. i. p. 591. 
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tions, was conservative in its character, and merely restored the 
ancient order of things. The spirit of independence and equality 
was as deeply -rooted then as now in Massachusetts, ana an 
offer of hereditary rank, when tendered to the principal inhabit­
ants by Lord Say and Sele, If they woul~ join him in colonizing 
the Bahamas, was peremptorily and decidedly refused. Hered­
itary authority, they said, bad no warrant in-Scripture, and any 
civil power whatever, not based on church membership, was 
equally repugnant to the will of God~ They assured hia lordship 
that it was their conscientious conviction, that it was "a divine 
ordinance (and moral) that none should be appoitlted and chosen. ­
by the people of God, magistrates over them, but men fearing 
God,• chosen out of their brethren,t Saints.t That_ the Apostle 
maketh it a shame to _the Church, if it be not able ·to afford wise 
mea from out of themselves, which shall be able to judge all 
civil mattel'B between their brethren.§ And Solomon maketh it 
the joy of a commonwealth when the righteous are iri authority, 
and the calamity thereof when the wicked bear rule. II 

It was not to be supposed, however, that this exclusive cJaim 
of the Church, to confine all affairs of trust and emolument to its 
own members, would he submitted to without a stru~le, by 
those ~ho were debarred of the right of becoming freemen under 
the terms of the charter. The object of it was well known to 
have been to discourage EpiscOpalians from settling in the State, 
and to preserve the ascendency of the Puritans ; but as it did 
not answer the purpPse as fully or as promptly as was expected, 
another Act was passed of a more stringent nature. A penalty 
was laid upon all persons who 41hould entertain in their holises a 
stranger wh«? came with an intent to reside in the colony, or 
should allow him the use en aay habitauon,' or lot of land, for a 
longer period than three weeks, without permission from the 
magistrates. The fine on individuals·was twenty pounds; and a 
like sum for every month that the offense was persisted in. One 
hundred pounds Wall also imposed upon any town, for either 
giving or selling land to any such unlicensed person. 

Under the pretense of guarding their chartered rights, and 
prel!erving the purity of their religion and morals, they· thus man­
aged to introduce laws that effectually converted those who pro-

- -
• Exodus xviii. 21. 
t 1 Cor. vi. 1. 

t Dent. -svii. 15. 
0 Prov. xxix. 2. 

J 1 Cor. vi 1. 
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feeaed any other creed than their own into aliens, and rendered 
them liable to all the disabilities and all the inconvenience of 
being subjects of a: foreign realm. Obstinacy is not confined to 
any class or sect, but is a peculiarity of our national character ; 
and if the Puritans had the courage to claim the country as their 
own, and disregard or deny · the supremacy of the parent state, 
there were not wanting those who questioned their right, and 
were determined, at all hazards, to demand an equal share of the 
privileges and advantages conferred. upon all by th.e pa~nt. 
Among these were several persons of character and property, 
who, as a preliminary step, petitioned the General Court, or local 
assembly. In their memorial, which was oouched in firm bot 
respectful language, they complained : 1st. That tbe funda~ 
mental laws of England we're not owned by the colony, as the 
basis of ·their 'government, according to the charter. 2d. The 
denial of those civil privileges which the freemen of the jurisdic­
tion enjoyed, to such as were not members of churches, and did 
not take au_ oath of fidelity, devised by' the local authority, al­
though they were free-hom Englishmen i>f sober lives, conversa­
tion, &c. 3d. That they were debarred from Chriatian privi­
leges, Viz., the Lord's Supper for themselves, and baptism for 
their children, unless· they were members of some of the partic­
ular churches in the country, though otherwise sober, righteous, 
and godly, and eminent for knowledge, not scanlialous in life and 
conversation, and members of churches in England. 

They prayed -that civil liberty and freedom might forthwith be 
granted the inhabitants, and that all members of the Church of 
England or Scotland, not scandalous, might be admitted to the 
privileges of the churches of New England, or, if these civil and 
religious liberties were refused, that they might be freed from the 
heavy taxes imposed upon them, and from. the· impresses made of 
them, their children, or servants in the wars. 

They further stated that if they failed of-redress, they should 
be Under the necessity ·of making application to Parliadtent, who 
they hoped would take their sad condition into consideration; pro­
vide able ministers for them, New England having none such to 
spare; or else transport them to some other place, their estates 
being wasted, where they may live hH:e Christians. 

Such a bold and decisive measure at once awakened the fears 
ef the governor, and aroused the anger of the clergy. The former 
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aummoned them to appear and answer for this contumacious con­
duct, at the 'bar of the court ; the latter, with their usual zeal 
and intolera~ce, invoked the judgment of God upon the malig­
nant&, who dared to impugn the saints, and threatened to slan­
der the elect by appealing to an English tribunal, the mem­
be~ of which were under-a covenant of works. The· inve~era:cy 
of both justified the proceedings of. the petitioners, and confirmed 
them in the course they had resolved to pursue.. The .thunders 
of the pulpit and the threats of. the executive, though not eq11ally 
formidable, were. both sdfficient to terrify men of ordinary nerves. 
The denunciations of the ministers were equivalent to excommu­
nication among a people who believed that salvation was not to 
be obtained beyond the pale of Puritani.rri ; and the frowns of .a 
court that held . irresponsible power over life and property, and 
believed it 'was doing God service in freely exercising it, were not 
to be encountered without terror. Instead of receiving redress, 
t~ey were required to answer for their. own conduct. They 
hu~bly submitted that 'they had preferred no charges, ·but had 
merely solicited a change, and requested a reform. The right to 
petition was freely conceded, with a mildness and meekness that 
did honor to th~ir Christian humility ; but they were informed 
with great sternness that they had e:xcee•]ed the bounds of that 
invaluable privilege, and endangered the liberty of the people by 
a licentious use of a constitutional right, and were accordingly 
heavily fined in pr!lportion to their ability. They then claimed 
an appeal to the Commissioners for plantations, but they were 
told that was an aggrllvation of their offense, inasmuch as it had 
a tendency to lower the ilharacter of the court among the people, 
and were therefore ordered to find securities tor their future good 
behavior. _ 

To submit to authority is the duty of all good subjects ; but to 
obey without a murmur, when it is abused, is more t~an ,can be 
expected from the infirmity of human nature. In the irritation 
of the moment·, some of the petitioners announced their intention 
of proceedipg to England, to lay their complaint before the Im­
perial Government. This fresh offense called for further coercive 
measures, and a sea~h-warrant was issued to seize and examine 
their private papers. A memorial. was found addreSsed to the 
Earl of Warwick and .the other members of the board; signed by 
tweBty-three non-freemen for themselvos and many thousand 
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more,• in which they stated, that from the pulpit they had been 
reproached, and branded with the names of destroyers of churches 
and commonwealths, called Hamans, J udases, sons of Korah, 
&c., and the Lord entroa~ed .to confound them, and the people 
and magistrates stirred up, against them, by those who were too 
forwa,rd to step out. of their callings ; in consequence of which 
some of them had even been committed for refusing io give bonds 
for two hundred pounds. to abide ·by the sentence of the court; 
when all their crime was to petitiOJI, and they had publicly been 
treated as malefactors, &c. They then proceed to pray : 

1. For settled churches in MaBBachusetts according to the 
Reformation of England. · 

2 . . That the Ia ws of England may be established. · 
3. That all English freeholders fllay enjoy such privileges u 

in England, and the other plantations. 
· 4. That a general governor, or some commissioners may be 
appointed, &e. ·· · 
. 6. That tlie Ol!th of allegiance may be taken by all, and other 

covenants which the Parliament shall think most convenient. 
To this petition were appended certain queries: 
Whether the patent of Massachusetts was confirmed by' Par­

liament, and whether it-was not neceBSary it should be? 
Whether the court may forfeit their charter, &c.? 
Whether, i{ treaeon be uttered in, the pulpit, or. in the court 

and not questio8.ed, the court do not consent, &c. ? · 
Whether it be not high-treason, as well. in New England as 

in Ireland, to endeavor to subvert the fundamental laws of En­
gland, to take away the liberties of .the English nation, to say 
that MaBSachusetts is a free state, &c. ? 

Whether the oath uf allegiance and the covenl!-nt be not bind-
ing there? . . . 

Whether all English. inhabitants having landq, are not free-
men? · 

Whether the court hath power to confine to prison; banish, 
impose censures, impress persons and _goods for an offensive 
war, &c.? 

Whether the ministers may publicly ·Vilify the English nation. 
laws, &c. ; and not be questioned ? 

• It ia probable that the words "many thousand more," are about •• accurate 
u uumbel'l, when spoken of in petitions, uaually are. 
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Whet.her the petitioners ought to be hindered settling in .a 
church way, according to the churches in England, &c. ? 

Good behavior is a term of extensive signification, and at that 
period petitioning Par~ament, whose jurisdiction was not a.dmit­
ted, was evidently a violation of the duty of an obedient subject. 
The fine which had already been exacted from them, and the 
dread of fqrfeiting the bonds into which they had entered, de­
terred them frotn further prosecut!ng their a.ppeal uniil a more 
favorable opportunity. Resistance t0 constituted authority, when 
effectually defeated, neceuarily strengthens the government it 
was designed to overthrow ; and one suceeuful exercise of ar­
bitrary power naturally leads to another. Having repeatedly 
stifled f\lmoostrance within, they could not endure open defiance 
without their borders. Several of the inhabitants haVi1,1g re­
moved to Wethersfield, a place beyond the limits of Mauachu­
setts, it was deemed prudent to auume jurisdiction,· in order to 
avoid the contamination of bad neighbors. At first some scru­
ples were entertained as to the legality of thus appropriating Jter­
ritory to themselves, to which they admitted they had no right, 
but a little refiectiQn soon enabled thein to overcome this diffi­
culty. It wa·s thought advisable, if any objectien sliould here­
after be made by England to this presumptuous asiumption of 
power, to apply to her her own reasoning on the-subject of fealty, 
by which they would have the advantage of both sides of the ar­
gu111J1imt. When they left the mother country, they maintained 
that allegiance was local and not general; obedience and protec­
tion being reciprocal ; while on the other hand, the. crown law­
yers held that a man never could divest himself of this obliga­
tion, which· accompanied him to the most reml?te parts of the 
earth. Now protesting in their own case against this dootrine 
of the English juriSts, still it was fair, they said, to apply it to 
those who believed it, for no one can be injured by submitting to 
a law which he attempts to force on others, and which be asserts 
to be obligatory on all. Assuming, therefore, that the emigrants 
who had been inhabitants of the colony, and had taken ·the 
oath of fidelity to the commonwealth, were still bound by it, 
though not residing within . its limits, it was but right and 
proper, that the State should on .its part ex.tend· to them its 
protection and support. . They accordingly very quietlY. and 
complacently auumet\ jurisdiction over the country, and issued 
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the neceesary commii!Sions for its government and internal man­
agement. 

The Puritans, who were subtle casuists, having authorized a 
forcible entry' into hind that did not belong to them, and thfls 
enlarged their limits, soon found arguments for a similar exten­
sion, by seizing upon the posse1!8ion of others on the ground that 
they were intruders on the heritage of the Lord. A number of 
persons, among whom was an obnoxious schismatic c~lled Gorton, 
holding ditferent religious opinions from themselves, and disliking 
the tyrannical form of government at Massachusetts, purcbued 
lands from· the Indians, beyond the boundaries. of the colony, and 
commenced a settlement, where they hoped to enjoy unrestricted 
liberty of conscience. Possessing and enjoying, though usually 
coupled together, are by no means synonymous terms. Fanaticism 
is seldom enjoyed,· but amidst opposition or in the face of danger. 
When unnoticed, it becomes ·torpid, and expires for want of suf. 
ficient excitement to preserve vitality. It is generally a compound 
of ignorance aqd vanity ; one fades from view in the light of 
knowk~ge, and neglect is a sure and ce~tain specific for the other. 

The Governmeut were not willing to await the natural death 
of this ephemeral heresy. It was deemed neceBB&ry to crush it 
in ita infaMy. The limits of the State to . which they had ad­
hered with such pertinacity when threatened with encroachment, 
proved no pr.otection to those who lived beyond them. A party 
was sent against the emigrants, who carried them all prisoners 
to Boston, drove off their cattle; which they sold lo pay the ex­
pense of the expedition, and effectually destroyed tha settlement. 
When brought before the court, it was in vain the captives 
plea4ed \o its jurisdiction, and maintained that .not being in· 
habitants of Mai!Sachusctts, they were not amenable to its au­
thority. The justices informed them that tl\_ey had ~iolated the 
Divine law, though they did not condescend to produce the com­
mii!Sion tha.t authorized them to -punish its infraction ; they con­
tented tliem~lves with orderi~~g them to plead instanter to the 
following extraordinary accusation : " Upon much examination, 
and serious conl!ideration of your writings, we do charge you to be 
a blasphemous enemy of the true religion of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
a'nd His holy ordinances, also of civil authority among the people 
of God, and particularly in this jurisdiction." 

They were all found guilty, and sentenced to be dispersed in 
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the several towns. and to be well ironed and aet to work. It 
was further ordered, if any of them attempted to escape, or re­
peated, either verbally or in writing, their heretical docttines, or 
reproached the Church or the. Civil Governq1ent, upon proof 
thereof they were to suffer death. Now, that intercourae between 
the mother ·country aml the colony had become so frequent (two . 
hundred and ninety-eight ships having · arrived since the first 
aettlement), these violent proceeding& could not long remai11 con­
cealed. Vigorous measures were immediately adopted for reducing 
the people to subjection, and preventing di&Ordedy emigration. 
Orders were issued to the W ardcns of the cinque-ports, not to 
allow any subsidy men to embark for the plantatiens without 
license; nor any persons under that degree, without proper evi­
dence that they had taken the oaths of supremacy and allegiance. 

The Grand Council of Plymouth, fr.om whom Massachusetts 
had derived its title, was called tlpon to explain its conduct rela­
tive to the transfer of territory it had ·made to the colony of · 
Massachusetts. This association, consisting of the first nobility 
and gentry in England, immediately resigned--.its Charter, deolar­
ing, " that the Puritan patentees having surreptitiously obtained 
from the Crown a confirmation of their grant of the soil, had ·not 
only excluded them from the public government of the ' corpora­
tion, but had made themselves a free people, and for such held 
themselves at present, framing new conceits of religion, and new 
form of .~cclesiastical and temporal government, punishing diver& 
that would not approve thereof, some by whipping, and others by 
burning . their houo~es, and some by banishment, under other pre­
tenses indeed, yet for no other cause, 11ave only to make themselves 
absolute masters of the couo,try, and uncontrollable in their new 
laws." • Such were the reasons wh~h reduced the Council of 
Plymouth to the necessity of requesting " their sovereign" to .take 
the whole business into· his own hands. An order also is&u~~Cl to 
the Att.oiney-General to bring a q~ warranto against the 001'-

• Soc& a 1erioos charge !!as great names to aoatain it: 
Lord Georges, President. Lord Maltravora. 
Captain Mason, Vice Prelident. Lord Al<!!xande_r. 
Marqols of Hamilton. Sir Ferdinand George& 
Earl of Arnndel &lid Snrrey. Sir Kenelm Digby. 
Earl of Southampton. Sir Robert Mansel. 
Earl of Lindsey. Sir Henry Spelman. 
Earl of Carlisle. Sir James Baggs. 
Earl of S~irling. , Mr. Montague. 
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poration of Massachusetts. An enlarged plan for a general 
government of New England was devise4, and as, a preliminary 
step, ~ir Ferdinando Georges was nominated to the supreme 
command. 

,As soon as the colonists were . apprised of this rnjlasure, they 
prepared to counteract it. The ministers, who1_11 no test could 
bind, and who were ever foremost in opposing the · king's au­
thority, were convened by _the magistrate11, and appealed to for 
advice, under the endearing appellation of the Fathers of the 
Country. · They aecordingly assembled at Boston from all the 
various townships, '1lnd the question was formally submitted to 
them : " What is to be done if 11 Governor-General be sent o~r 1" 
They unanimoasly advised . that the colony ought not to . accept 
him, but to defend its lawful possession if able, otherwise to avoid 
or protract. To have insured obedience, would have required an 
army, and the kiug now needed all the forces he could muster to 
defend himself. The plan therefore failed for want of means. 

During all this time, Massachusetts was herself convulsed with 
religious differen~es, which, like those in England, led to the 
planting of.new colonies. 

Connecticut, Providence, New Haven, nnd other settlements, 
were fou~ded by those who complained of persecution for con­
science sake. It is not my intention to give any account of these 
controversies, nor of the princ,i pal actors in them, as they do not 
legitimately fall within the scope of this work.; but their migra­
tions are remarkable, as emanations from the parent colony1 the 
people of which, though diflering in matters of faith from the 
refugees, agreed with them in political opinions. Following the 
example of Massachusetts, they all formed constituellcies for 
themselves, based on mutual compact, and the. broad foundation 
of popular rights. Each established a little separate republic. 
Thus their distensions, no less than their consort, tended .to spread 
their democratic principles, which were so ~!f>On to be adopted by 
the whole population of the Continent. ' Extending their settle­
ments, however, temporally exposed them to new danger, by 
bringing them · in contact with distant and hostile tribes of 
Indians, which cof!Jpelled them to unite- in a general C!lnfedcra­
tion, and attack the ene.mies in their own country. Contests 
with the savages, like their intestine disputes on points of doctrine, 
I must also pass over, for the same reason. But it. is important 
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to note, that in the Pequod campaign, they exerc\led one of the 
highest acts of sovereign power, that of making war, as they had 
pre-viously done by entering into a treaty of alliance and com­
merce- with another people. 

The expedition commenced with senseless bigotry, and termin­
ated with unrelenting cruelty. When the iroops were mustered, 
a most .alarmin~ discovery ~as made, that a greal many, both of 
the' officers and men, were under a covenant of works, and it was 
necessary to delay operations· until the army could be purified 
froin the pollution arising from J!UCh ·uDBanctified and desperately 
wicked heretics. 'fhe promise which was given them of old in 
Scripture, and .espe,cially referred tO by the Puritans of New 
England, " Ask of me, and I will give thee the heathen for .thine 
inheritance, ana the uttermost parts of the earth fo.r thy posses­
sion," could not, they said, be deemed to include men so lost m 
error as these Antinomians aqd Familists. After much fasting 
and prayer, and some expulllions and admonitions, the preachers 
pronounced them in a fit state to proceed, and foretold the result 
with that .confidence with which victory may always be predicted, 
when the bow and the arrow alone are opposed to fire-arms. 
They were accompanied by a minister who was desirous of pre­
serving that . . purity of doctrine he bad 80 much difficulty of 
infueing into them, and of" rejoicing his heart," as he said, ' ' by 
seeing those that dwell in the W11dernesa bow before him, and his 
enemi!ls lick the duit." 

It is a great relief to be spared the task of recording the details 
of this dreadful massacre of a whole tribe, that mustered a thou; 
sand warriors, equal to the beat and bravest of the -whole Ameri­
can continent.. Bancroft, who aeema proud of the prowess of the 
Purit(Uls, thua suq1s up this" glorious explo.it." After describing 
in glowing colors the defeat of the main body, he says : "The 
rest were pursued into their hiding~placea. • Every wigwam was 

• In "Thatcher'• History of the Town of New Plymouth," p. G5, ia an BCCOIInt 
oC a barbaro011 d!jed, committed. by Captaia Standish, under the unction of the 
Governor. Be and four otbera fell on an equal numhlr of Indiana, whom be bad 
decoyed into a bouse, and slew thom all. Cutting oft' the bel\(\ of the chief, and 
carrying it back in triumph, be set it up on a pole in the town as a terror to thi1 
people, whom they were pleased to call savages. When their worthy pastor, 
whom they baa let\ al Leyden, heard of it, he wrote to the Cblllllh, "that be 
doubted whether there was not wanting that tenderness of the life of man, 
made after God'• image, that was meet," adding, "it would have been happy 
if they bad converted 10ine befote they bad killed. any." 
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burned, every settlement was broken up, every corn-field laid 
waste; there remained no~ a sarrup, nor squaw, por child, nor 
warrior of the Pequod name. A nation had disappeared from 
the family of men." 

The alarm of the colonists, arising from the interference of the 
king and his governor-general, and their fears relative to their 
charter, soon gave place to hopes that Royalty and Episcopacy 
would ere long cease to exist in England. The Unfortunate mon· 
arch had now to struggle for his life and his throne, and Mrur 
sachusetts was su~ered to enjoy her independence undisturbed, 
and lay the foundation· of those institutions which in time to 
come were to support, and maintain the ~at American republic. 
The cc'lst of New. England colonization 80 far, has been estimated 
at two hundred and fifty tho.usand pounds, a great sum for those 
times, but probably short of the truth. Already there' existed, 
east of the Hudson, twelve independent democratic communities, 
comprising notleBB than fifty towns, or distinct settlements ; but 
a consolidation took·place soon after, by which the inconvenience 
resulting from 80 many sep~ate jurisdictions was remedied by 
reducing them to six. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
The Colony esereuea Sovereignty in external AJfaira-Confederatea witb Cop. 

necticut, New Haven, and Plymouth-Terms of Conft-deration-Eft'ecta of it 
in America~Comminionera of the United Coloniea receive a Diplomatic 

· ~gent ~ Acadie, an,. the Goremor-General of Canada aenda an Envoy to 
the Swedish Governor on tbe Delaware, and negot!atea with the Dutch on 
the Hudson-Massachusetts. coins Money-State of the Colony-Pariiament 
exempts New England from'Taxea-The People resolve not to ask Favora of 
Parliament-Decline to aend Delegatee to the' Aaaembly of Miniatera. at 
Weatminister-Sir Harry Vane advocates their G11use-Parliament exempts 
them from certain Duties-Prerogative Claims-Sole Co~trol of Colonies-

'Sketch of ita Origin-Idea of Navigation Laws, suggeated by Jamea' 'I.­
General Court palla iu tbe Aid of the Eldera, and deliberate• on the Subject ol' 
Parliamentary Qontrol, and r~uaes to aubmit-They remonatrate with the 
Houae of Commons, and obtain a favorable Answer. ,... 

WE have now arrived at a p~riod in the history of this little 
commonwealth in whicp we may clearly trace the .origin of the 
federal union of the several States of the great republic. We 
have shown that the people -maintained that their institutions 
were est11-blished. by the free consent, and for the benefit of all ; 
tha~ the country was their own, and that no man had a right to 
enter it without their permission ; that they had full and ample 
power of governing, by men chosen from amohg themselves, 
according to such laws as they should se.e fit to enact, provided 
that they were not repugnant to those of England ; that they 
held the keys of the territory ; were entitled to prescribe terms of 
naturalization to all noviciates ; and further ihat they were only 
subject to the king according to the charter, . and not otherwise. 
In short, they insisted th_at to all intents and 'purposes- they were 
independent, except as r~trained by the terms of their compact. 
'!'his claim was illustrated by their acts ; hitherto they had 
sustained it by the manner they managed their internal affairs. 
Jn one or two instances, as we have seen, they' showed a disposi· 
tion to exert external sovereignty al6o. This intention wa~ now 
boldly avowed ·and openly acted upon ; Massachusetts this year 
(19th May, 1643) entered into "a firm and perpetual league," 
offensive and defensive, with the provinces of Plymouth, Con· 
necticut, and New Haven, under the designation of the United 
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Colonies of New England. A!l these were rigidly Puritanical. 
Rhode Island was rejected under the plausible pretext of being 
within the jurisdiction of f'lymouth, but in reality because 'abe 
indulged the inhiJ,bitants with more toleration in religious opiniona · 
than Massachusetts approved. 

The substance of the agreement is as follows: • 
" Each colony to retain a distinct and separate jurisdiotio~, no 

two to. join in one juriSdiction without the consent of the whole, 
and no other to be received 'into. the confederacy without the like 
Consent. 

" Upon notice from three magistrates of any colony of an inva• 
aion, the rest shall immediately send aid, M888achusetta one 
hundred, and each of the rest forty·five men; and if a greater 
number be . necessary, the Commissioners to· m~t and determine 
upon it. Two delegates from each Government, being Church 
members, to meet annually the first Monda.y in September, ihe 
first meeting to be held at Boston; then at Hartford, New 
Haven, and Plymouth, and so yearly, !'n that oider, saving ihat 
two sittings successively be held at Bo!lton. All matters wherein 
six shall agree io be binding upon the whole ; . but if the majority 
be under that number, the matter in question to be referred to 
the General Court, and ·not to be· obligatory unle~ the whole 
agree to it. . 

" A President for preserving order to be chosea by the Com­
missioners annually out of their number. 

" The Commisiioners !!hall have power to establish laws or 
rules of a civil .nature, and of general concern for the conduct of 
the . inliabitnots, viz., relating to their behavior towanl the In· 
dians, to fugitives from one colony to another, and the like; 

"No colony to engage in war, except upon a sudden e)Qgency, 
and in that case to be avoided as much as possible, without the 
consent of the whol,e. 

" If a meeting be summoned upon any extraordinary occasion, 
and the whole number of Commissioners do ,not assemble, any 
four who shall meet may determine upon· a war, when the case 
will not admit of a delay, and· s~nd for t_he -proportion of men 
agreed upon out of each jurisdiction, but not 'less than six shall 
deterlij.ine the justice of the war, or have power to settle bills of 
exchange, or ·make _levies for the same. 

• See Hutchinaou, vol. i. p. 12t. 
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" If a colony break an article of the agreement, or any way in­
jure another, the matter shall be considered and determined by 
the Commissioner~ of the otber provinces." 

The unity of action obtained by this treaty, · the respect the 
Court of Commissioner~ maintained and enforced, not only-within 
their own jurisdiction, but with th~ir'French, Dutch, and Indian 
neighbom, and the weight and influence they enjoyed among all 
the inhabitants of thia Continent, fim suggested the CoQgre88, and 
then the Federal Government of the present day. . 

It was a bold step to take without the assent of a higher 
authority, 'but the intestine troubiea of Engl~d left her but little 
time to inquire into mattem that sank into insignificance, when 
compared with the momentous 11trugglea in which abe was en­
gaged, and it was suffered to· paaa.either without notice or. with­
out rebuke.· 

This union subsisted until 1686, and presented a gr~at obsta­
cle in the way of adjusting every dispute between the mother 
country ·and the colonies, a:a the Commissionel'l ever counseled a 
firm opposition to what ~hey called prerogative encroachment. 
When disobedience was unsafe, they recommended delay; and 
when remonstrance was unavailing, they advised ~esiatance. 
Sut they never ceased to -deny the rights, and impugn the· mo­
tives of the parent state, ungraciously regarding concessions as 
marks of weakness, and perversely constructing every refusal into 
an act of despotism. It mainly contributed to foster the feelings 
that subsequently ripened into rebellion. It illustrated the vast 
pi>wer of numbem and unity, the advantage that disaffection de­
rives from centralization,. and the easy and simple manner iri 
which a federal combination of a few plantations may be made 
to adapt itself to any given number of States. 

A similar institution is recommended for the remaining British 
pro~inces. It is easy to foresee that a repetition of the experi­
ment will produce a . like ·result. The very extensive powers 
thus !lSSUmed by the cOnfederation placed the united colonies in 
the situation of a sovereign and, independent nation. One of its 
fimt acts was to receive a diplomatic agent from the French 
Governor of A.cadie, a district of New France that comprised the 
territory now subdivided into Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, 
with whom they entered into a: treaty of peace and commerce, 
which was executed and ratified· with the · uaual formalities. A 
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charge d'affaires was also received and accredited by the repub­
lic from the Governor-General of Canada on behalf of the King 
of France, and negotiations were entered into for reciprocal free­
dom of trade, and for a~ offensive and defensive alliance between 
the two high contracti)Jg parties, which alone .failed of succe88 
from a dread on the pa~;t of Mauachu.setts of drawing down upon 
her the resentment of the Indian tribes. They also sent an en­
voy to the Swedish, commandant on the Delaware, imd opened a 
correspondence with the Dutch settlement on the Hudson. 

Nothing now remained but to.exerciae the prerogative of an 
independent mint, to complete the usual attributes of sovereignty, 
and ,this was ventured upon without hesitation in 1652, when 
three sort& of silver coins, severally of the value of a shilling, six­
pence, · and thr-:ejJence, were ordered to be sttuek off in large 
quantities. This money bore on the face of it no reference what­
ever to the mother country, imd no recognition of the ruling 
power there. It was essentially American. By order of the 
court, each piece was encircled ~y a double ring, having the in­
scription, Massachusetts, with a native tree (pine), emblematical 
of the country on one side, and the words "New England" and 
the year of our Lord' on the other.• A large sum was thus 
struck off and put into circulation, and the right was exercised 
for a period of thirty years, although the coins for. ·an obvious 
reason bore 1)le same date. 

The change that had now taken place in the aff&.irs of the 
king, damped the ardor of emigration, in proportion as the pros­
pect inczeased; that the whole nation would shortly be subjected 

• The excuae for this coinage was even more'modest than the act itself. Sir 
Thomas Temple, who bad resided several years in New England1 and was him· 
self a Puritan, gave the king a moat extr&Qrdinary version· of it. After .the res· 
tQration, when be returned to England, the king ient for him, aDd discoursed 
with him on the state of Masacbosetta, and diacol(ered great warmth agaio•t 

. that colony. Among other things, he said they bad 'invaded hie prerogative by 
coining money. Sir Thomas, who was a real friend to the colony, told his maj­
esty that the colooiata had bot little acquaintance with law, aud that they 
thought it oo crhqe to make money for their own ose' Io the course of the 
conversation, Sir Thomas took some of the money oot nf his pocket, and pre­
aeoted it to the· king. . Oo one sid,e of the coin WBI a pine-tree, of that kind 
which is thick aod boahy at the top. Charles asked what tree that was. Sir 
Thomas informed him it was the royal-oak, which preserved hie majesty's life. 
Tbie .account of the matter brought the king into good'bomor, anq disposed him 
to bear what Sir Thomas had to say io their favor, calling them a "parcel of 
booeat doga."-Hut. Col~ vOl. vn. p. 229. 
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to the rule of the saints. But ~nougb bad been done to lay the 
fOundation of a_ powepful republic. 

After the first indispensable wants of the people had been at­
tended to, industry was directed to commerce and navigation, and 
a very profitable· exchange . took place, between the traders o( 

Massachusetts and the planters of the West Indies, of the pro­
ductions of their respective countries. In little more taan ten 
yean, fifty towns and villages, and between thirty and forty 
£hurches bad ·been built, and some attempts had been made in 
manufacturing cotton. If. they bad reason to be gratified at 
the contemplation of their affairs at home, they saw with un­
disguised delight- the triumph of their party il). England. ~he 
Parliament cont11ined many friends who ·were most anxiou11 to 
further their views in any ,way in their power. Nor was it long 
before they received a substantial mark of its favor. In 1642 it 
passed an ordinance for their encouragement, by freeing them 
from "taxation either inwards or outwards, in· this kingdom or 
America, till the House take further order thereon to the contrary." 

During the same session it established a council for the t>.olo­
nies, similar to that of 1635, which entered immediately on its 
duties, . and uniting Providence and Rhode Island into one gov­
ernment, gave it a patent . of incorporation t>.ontaining the usual 
clause, that its enactments should not be repugnant. to .the laws 
of England. These favors they were willi.ng to receive whenever 
they could be granted unasked, or at all events not openly solicit­
ed, .so. much appearance of reserve did they think 'it necessary to 
maintain, in order that the dependence on the Imperial Legisla· 
ture, or its right to control them, could not be inferred from their 
acts. "Upon the great liberty," says Winthrop,• "w.hich the 
king had left the Parliament, some of our friends there wrote to us 
advice to solicit' f9r . us in Parliament, giving us hopes that we 
might obtain much. But consulting about it, we declined the mo­
tion for this consideration, that if we should put ourselves under their 
protection, we must then be subject to all such laws .as they should 
mll~e. ~rat least, such as they might impose upon us."' So anx­
ious were they to keep themselves totally distinct from .the juris­
diction of any exterior .tribunal whatever, that when the assembly 
of preachers at Westminster sent for three of their min~t~rs· to · 

• Winthrop, vol. If. p. 25. 
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join them in their deliberations, they declined the invitat1on on 
the ground that "if the churches of New England appeared there 
by their representatives, great exception might be taken to the 
building after a model- of their own making." Among their 
friends in the House of Commons, was Sir Harry Vane, who 
some years previously had visited Massachusetts, and. from his 
sanctified manner, high professions; and demure appearance, was 
elected Governor, but his intriguing diaposition, and fonduess for 
theological controversy, soon involved him and the whole commu­
nity in violent altercation. Hutchinson calls him an inexperi­
enced but obstinate and self-sufficient man, and the people beeame 
so dissatisfied with his conduct, that they not only refused to re­
elect him the fQllowing year, but would not even choose him aa 
1111 assistant, and passed a law that no man should be eligible in 
future tOr the · office of chief magistrate, uutil he had resided at 
least twelve months in the country. 

Notwithstanding the disgust he felt at his defeat, as he waa 
not very cordial with those with whom he was now acting (for 
his temper was ~ intractable as to render his support and his 
opposition equally precarious and dangerous), he procured, at the 
intercession of 110me of his old adherents in Boston, what protec­
tion be could for them. It was probably owing to his influence 
that tlle Commons again in 1646 and 1646 extended to them 
relief from imposts for three years, provided their productions 
were transported in English ships, and i:n the following year ex­
empted all goods. that should be exported to the plantation from 
cultom duties. 

The weakness of the sovereign, and the importance of the in· 
terests at stake, now invited the interference of Parliament in the 
affairs of the colonies. Originally the king had claimed the ex­
elusive right to legislate for them. One of the earliest acts in 
reference to America was passe<l in the reign of F;dward VI. re­
lating to Newfoundland, but this was not suffered to operate as 
a precedent. Queen Elizabeth, ever watchful of her prerogative, 
claimed the exclusive right to all countries iliscovered by her sub­
jects. The first charter conferred upon an English colony wu 
granted to Sir Humphry Gilbert, and its ample powers disclose 
the ideas of the age, with respect to the nature of such settle­
Dienta. She vested in him in perpetuity the full right of proper­
ty in the soil of those countries of which he should take~ 

D 
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~;ion, to btl held of the Crown of England by homage, or payment 
of one·fifth of the gold and silver ore found there. " She confer· 
red upon him the complete jurisdiction and royalties, as well ma­
rine as other, within the said lands and seas thereunto adjoining ; 
and as the common safety and interests of the people would ren­
der good government necessary in their new settlements, she gave 
him his heirs and aS&igns, full power to convict, punish, pardon, 
govern, and rule, as well in · causes capital or criminal as civil, 
both marine and other, according to such statutes, laws and ordi­
nances, as shall be by him, his bejrs and assigns, devised and es­
tablished for their better government." She declared that all 
w·ho settled there, should have and enjoy all the free privileges of 
free denizens and natives of England, any law, custom, or usage 
.to the contrary notwit~tanding ; and finally she prohibited all 
persons from attempting to settle within two hundred leagues of 
any place which Sir Humphrey Gilbert or his associates should 
have occupied during the space of six years." 
. James, pursuing the same course as his predecessor, took the 
whole management of .American affairs into his own hands. In 
1621, when the Commons introduced a bill for a free fishery on 
the coast of Virginia and New England, they were informed, 
" that those countries ought to be regarded as the king's, since 
they were acquired by conquest, and that not being yet annexed 
to the crown, his Majesty may govern lltlch new plantations aa 
he shall see fit." To which it was answered, " that the royal 
prerogative is not impeached by the present measure, since- what 
is done here is done by the king himself; who hath a negative ; 
that tho~ territories being holden of the Manor of East Green­
wich are as much annexed to the crown as it ; and we iuay make 
laws. here for Virginia and New England, because if the king 
and lords assent to the act it will control the patent." The 
royal prerogative in matters of trade, aided and enlargllti the 
power assumed and possessed over plantations. To the exclusive 
right to give a Charter, therefore, was added a discretionary pow· 
er to license emigration, to permit the exportation of merchandise, 
and to grant exemption from ·imports for a limited time. 

It was in the exercise of this authority that James I. laid the 
foundation of the celebrated navigation act, by trying the experi· 
ment of its principle on a small scale in tho trade .of Virginia.. 
Tile f .Ianters, having in 1621, sent their tobacco to Flushing and 
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other ports, the king issued an order " that no tobacco or other 
production of the colonies shall be carried into foreign parts, till 
they are first landed in England, and the customs paid : for to 
suffer a traffic of that kind is as inconsistent with the view of 
settling Virginia as with. the honor of the State." 

But the House of Commons, whose power was daily increasing, 
having takep upon itself to interfere in the affairs of the Ameri­
can provinces, a new source of dread arose in the minds of the 
emigrants: for to their apprehensions of the king and tlie hier­
archy, was now added -that of the Parliament. Still they could 
not but congratulate themselves (if such a control was inevitable) 
on their good fortune in having escaped from its effects until the 
present most auspicious time for its exercise. It was very far; · 
however, from their intention to acquiesce in the right, for they 
equally denied the jurisdiction of all three. Among the innova­
tions. tliat were contemplated, was a proposition to recall the old 
aad grant a. new and more perfect Charter. The General Court 
met for the purpose of considering the subject, which was deemed 
of such vital importance as to call for the aid of the Elders, who 
were accordingly convened to assist in their deliberations. The 
result of their conference was, as Parliament claimed " a supreme 
power in all things," not to accept a new patent ; for that would 
imply a resignation of the old one, and they resolved ; " if they 
shall be less inclinable to us, we must wait upon Providence tOr 
the preservation of our jul!t liberties." . 

At that time it was the creed of every Puritan in the colony 
that if" the king or any party from him, shall attempt any thing 
against the commonwealth," it was the duty of the people " to 
spend estate, and life, and all, without scruple, in its defense ; 
that if the Parliament itself should hereafter be of a malignant 
spirit, then, if the province have sufficient strength, it may with­
stand any authority from them to its hurt." Massachusetts went 
even so far· as to call herself Republica Perfecta, "a perfect re­
public." Acting under these stron'g impressions, they remon­
strated in most decided terms with the House of Commons (which 
had under its consideration the appeal of the petitioners I referred 
to in the last chapter) against any power of supervision. An 
order from England they .say, is "prejudicial to our chartered lib­
erties and to our well-being in this remote part of the world. 
Times may be changed, for all things here below are subject to 
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variety, and other princes and parliaments may arise. Let not 
succeeding generations have cause to lament and say : • England 
sent our fi.thers forth with happy liberties which they enjoyed 
many years, notwithstaodiug all the enmity and opposition of 
the prelacy and other potent advenaries, and yet these liberties 
were lost at the season when England itself recovered ita own.' 
We rode out the dangers of the sea, shall we perish in port? 
We have not admitted appeals to your authority, -being umred 
they can not etand with the liberty and power granted ua by our 
Charter, and would be destructive to all government. 

" These couiderations are not new to the High Court of -Par­
liament, the recorda w.hereof bear witness of the wildom and 
faithfulness of our ancestors in that great Council who, in those 
times of darkness, when they acknowledged a supremacy in the 
Roman Bishops, in all causes eecl~astical, yet wo~ld not allow 
appeals to Rome. The wisdom and Rperience of that great 
Council, the English Parliament, are more able to prescribe rules 
of government, and judge canses, than such poor rustics as a 
wilderness can breed up, yet the vast distance between England 
and th~ parts al?ates the virtue of the strongest influences. 
Your councils and judgments can neither be 80 well-grounded, 
nor 80 seasonably applied, as might either be useful to us, or safe 
for yourselves, in your discharge in the great day of account. If 
any miscarriage shall befall us when we have the government in 
our own hands, the State of England shall not answer for it. 

" Continue your favorable aspect to these infant plantations, 
that we may still rejoice and bless our God under your shadow, 
and be there still nourished with the warmth and dew of Heaven. 
Confirm our liberties, discountenance our enemies, the diaturben 
of our peace, under pretense of our injuatice. A gracious testi­
mony of your wonted favor will oblige us and our posterity." 

The Committee of the House was fav~rable . to them. They 
felt a lively- interest in New England, not merely on account of 
ita being the first· fruit of Puritanism, but because in the eventful 
times in which they lived it was not impoaaible it might yet be­
come an asylum for themselves. "We encourage," they said, 
" no appeals from your justice, we leave you all the freedom and 
latitude that may in any respect be duly claimed by you." 
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CHAPTER VII. 
Mauacbusetta, with the Rebels in England-Proclamation againat the King'• 

Party-Hugh Peters sent to England to urge on the RebelliOII-Cromwell 
appoints him his Chaplain, and presents him with a Commission of a Colonel 
in the Army-His favorite Text in Execution-The Provincials decline to nse 
the names of the Keepers of the Liberties of England in Official Papers, or 
to renew their Charter-They also refuse to take part In the War between 
England and Holland-2Condoct of the Virginians after the King's Death, con· 
truted with theirs-Trade with Virginia forbidden-Admir.al Ascne sent to 
reduce the Loyalists to Obedience-Puritans of Maasachnaetta flatter the 
Parliament, and approve Cromwell's Share in the Death of the King-He 
offers them Jamaica, or confiscated Estates in Ireland-Reasons for declin­
ing-Arrival of the Regicides, GolFe and Whatley-Their Reception and Hi• 
tory-Pretended Searoh for them-Conduct of Virginia at the Death of Crom· 
well, contrasted with that of Maasachoaetta-Extraordinary Letter of the 
General Court to Charles 11.-Tbe King proclaimed-People forbidden to 
drink hia Health. 

THROUGHOUT the whole period of the Civil War, which finally 
ended in the captivity and death of Charles I., the colonists 
warmly and deeply sympathized with the Puritan rebels and 
saintly murderers of the unhappy monarch. Some of the more 
zealous and active spirits returned to their native land to join in 
the work of the brethren, and those who anxiously watched the 
progress of events at a distance, gave consolation and _encourage­
ment to the volunteers who departed in this hC)ly cause. " If 
thy brother entice thee to serve other gods," they said, "thou 
shalt surely put him to death." "For speaking lies in the name 
of the Lord, his father shall thrust him through when he prophe­
sieth." But the issue of human affairs is in His hands, who 
alone directs them and as no one can tell. what a day may bring 
forth, prudence dictated a simulated neutrality of conduct in their 
public ac_ts. Accordingly, the following extraordinary proclama­
tion was issued by the Governor : .. Whereas the r.ivil war and 
dissensions in our native country, through the seditious words and 
carriages of many evil-affected persons, cause divisions in many 
places of government in America, some professing themselves for 
the king, and others for the Parliament, not considering that the 
Parliament themselves profess that they stand for the kiug and 
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Parliament against malignant Papists and delinquents in that 
kingdom; 

"It is therefore ordered, that what . person soever shall by 
word, writing, or action, endeavor to disturb our peace, directly 
or indirectly, by drawing a party, under pretense that he is for 
the King of England and such as join with him against the 
Parliament, shall be accounted as an offender of a high nature 
against the commdnwealth, and to be proceeded with ~ither cap­
itally or otherwise, according to the quality and degree of his 
offense. Provided always that this shall not be extended against 
any merchant strangers and shipmen that come hither merely for 
matters of trade or merchandise, albeit they should _come from 
any of those parts that are in the hands of the king, and such as 
adhere to him against the Parliament; carrying themselvt>s ·here 
quietly, and free from railing or nourishing any faction, meeting, 
or sedition among us as aforesaid." · 

Nothing can be more impaitial than the recitai which applies 
to both sides, and nothing better calculated to effect its object, 
than the enacting clause, had it not been for a slight omission of 
one of the contending parties. Had this document ever been 
called in question in after days, no doubt it could easily have 
~n sho:wn to have originated in a mistake of the clerk, or in an 
error of the press. 

While the civil war was in full progress, a parl.iamenta.ry 
ordinance appointed the Earl of Warwick " Governor in Chief 
and Lord High Admiral of all thQBe islands and plantations in· 
habited, planted, and belonging to any of his Majesty's the King 
of England's subjects, within the bounds and upon the coast of 
America," to be assisted by a council, composed of five peers, 
the Earls of Pembroke and Manchester, Viscount Say and Sele, 
Lords Wharton and Roberts, and .twelve members of the House 
of Common$, among whom were Sir Harry Vane, late Governor 
of Massachusetts, Samuel Passall. one of the original patentees 
of that colony, Hazelrig, Eym, and Cromwell. This Board, a 
pretty close imitation of the late. royal commission, of which Laud 
had been the head, was authorized "to provide for, order, and dis· 
pose all things which t.hey shall from time to time find most fit 
and advantageous to the well-governing, securing, strengthening, 
and preserving of the said plantations, and chiefly .to the preserva· 
tion of the true Protestant religion among the said planters and 
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inhabitants, and the further spreading and advancement of the 
Gospel of Christ among those that yet remained there in great 
and miserable blindness and ignorance." They were also au­
thorized to appoint, at pleasure, "all such subordinate governors, 
counselors, commanders, and officers as they ·shall judge· to be 
best atfected, and most fit and serviceable." But, as to any par­
ticular plantations, they might, if they laW fit, depute to them 
any or all of the above granted powers. 

Republicanism was still further advanced in the colonies by 
this Board. They gave to the noted Roger Williams a charter, 
including the "shores and islands of Narraganset Bay, west of 
Plymouth, and south of Massachusetts, as far as the Pequod river 
and country, to be known as Providence Plantation, with author­
ity to the inhabitants " to rule themselves" as they should find 
"most suitable."· This patent was, ·to all intents and purposes, 
a grant of independence. Similarity of religious and political 
sentiment, as well as gratitude for favors received, and hopes for 
the future, led the General Court to aid the revolutionary party 
in every way t~at was compatible with the possible contingency 
of a restoration. They accordi~ly·set apart a day nominally for 
prayer, but, in fact, for thanksgiving, for the glad tidings from En­
gland. Three agents, at the head of whom was the notorious Hugh 
Peters, the pastor of Salem, were sent there " to promote the in­
terest of reformation, by stirring up the war, and driving it on." 

For this task, no man could be better qualified than Peters. 
Having .been expelled from Cambridge, for· irregularity of con­
duct, ·he ·became a constant frequenter- of the theatres, and. led a 
dissolute life among the actors. Mistaking disgust and satiety­
the inevitable consequence of debauchery-for repentance, he re­
formed his habits, applied himself to theological studies, and was 
ordained by the-Bishop of London. But such is the effect of 
early dissipation~ that the temptations of the town, increased by 
abstinence, overpowered him again; and, having been detected 
in a most flagitious offense, he fled to Holland, to avo~d the pun­
ishment of the Civil and Ecclesiastical Courts. He did not quit 
the Church from conscientious scruples, but because he had 
violated his vows, and offended against the laws of both God and 
man. Like many others in all ages, he resorted to hypocrisy as 
a cloak for his guilt, and was received by the Puritans as a 
"brand plucked from the fire." The buffoonery of his manner, 
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and his singular power of modulating hie voice, which he had 
acquired on the stage, rendered him a most popular preacher. • 
To these qualifications be added another of no lees importance­
a thorough hatred of royalty and episcopacy. His instructions 
from the General Court were either verbal, as being too dangerous 
to be recorded, or purposely destroyed after the Restoration, as 
they can not now be found ; but their sanguinary nature appears 
abundantly in his trial. Such being his popular talents, and 
such his errand, he was welcomed by Cromwell with open arms, 
who created him his own chaplain, and presented him with the 
commi88ion of a colonel in tl)e army, saying, at the same time, 
that he alway!l found those who excelled in prayer made the best 
soldiers. 

The favorite text of the colonial delegate -and divine but too 
plainly indicated the object for which he cro88ed the ocean : 
"With high praises in our mouths, and a two-edged sword in 
our hands, we are to execute judgment upon the heathen, ·and 
punishments upon the people ; to bind their kings with chaine, 
and their nobles with fetters of iron." t 

When the unhappy monarch was brought a prisoner to Lon­
don, Peters was his jailer, for which office his savage temper and 
offensive manners were considered as the best qualifieations. 
'Whether he was one of the masked headsmen is involved in 
some obscurity. Mr. White Kennet says, that he was generally 
suspected to have been one, and a man of the name of Hulet the 
other. In publicly returning thanks for being permitted to share 
in the awful scene, he exulted, as he said, with Simeon: "Lord, · 
now lettest Thou Thy servant depart .iu peace, for mine eyes 
have· seen Thy salvation." His conduct at his own execution 
has been variously represented. Burnet, in his " History of hia 
Own Times," says : "That he waa the most .sunken in spirits of 
any of the regicides. He had not th~ honesty to repent, nor the 
atrength of mind to suffer for his crime. He was observed to be 
constantly drinking some cordial liquors to keep him from faint-

• In those da_ys the hour-glus often found a place in the pulpit. · In a likeneaa 
o( him, preflxecl to his life, he is rt'!prcsented 81 turning one, and saying to hi• 
-gregation, " I know yon are good fellows, stay and take another glass. 

t For want of excitement, Peters' zeal among his parishioners at Salem wu 
observed to have greatly cooled before be tailed on this mission. He had sup· 
pressed the weekly lecture there, to enable bim to proaecute acbemea fur the 
flaheriea, and fOr ahip-bnilding. 
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ing." Equally respectable authorities say, that he met hia fate , 
with firmness and resolution. The former verSion has probability 
so recommend it. Harrison and othera were enthusiasts, who 
thought they we,.e ~ting in obedience to the will of Heaven, o.f 
which they believed that they were the chosen instruments. 
However much they deluded the~lves, it was at all events 
their firm ·conviction, and they had the honest support of a mis­
guided conscience 1o sustain them in their last moments, while 
their courage as men had too often been exhibited to admit of a 
doubt. Peters, on the other hand, so far from having been 
traine4 in the rigid school of Puritan ~orals, wai nurtured in 
profligacy, and adopted the tenets ilf the Congregationalists, not 
because he believed- them, but that they afforded him an asylum 
when expelled from all respectable society. It is not improbable, 
therefore, that like most ruffians he was a coward. • 

But much as the Provincials sympathized with the Parlia· 
ment, and firmly as they believed that Providence had sane· 
tioned their undertaking, and crowned their arms· with success, 
they thought their own prayers had been equally heard, and their 
cause no less blessed, and that their little republic was as much 
their own, as the greater one was the heritage of the transat· 
lantic·saints. Accordingly, when admonished that all process in 
the local courts should be in the name of the keepen of the. Jiber· 
ties of England, and that the powen then in being should be 
aclmowledged by a renewal of their charter, they adopted the 
prudent coune of maintaining silence and delay, as better suited 
to their purpose than open defiance ; and continued the forms to 
which they had been accustomed; without too broadly asserting 
their rights on the one hand, or apologizing for f.lleir disobedience 
on the other. They observed the same reserve afterward, when 
Ciomwell transmitted a ratified treaty with Holland as to the 
boundaries of New England, and the Dutch colony on the Hud· 
aon. They declined to exchange it with the governor of that 
province, inforprlng him that such a formality was unnecessary, 
as the line indicated on it was one which they had always held, 
and by which they were still willing to abide. 
· Shortly afterward they assumed a still more decided attitude. 
When a rupture took place in Europe between England and 

• Hia widow, who remained in New England, was allowed a penaion of 
thirty ponnda per annom from bia frienda and admirera in Mua1Cbuett8. 
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Holland, thE-y informed Cromwell that they did. not consider 
it necessary for them to embroil themselves in hostilities as 
a necessary consequence of European wars, and very quietly 
continued ·to maintain, as before, friendly relations with their 
Belgic neighbors. Upon being again pressed upon the subjeet, 
and· requested to join in an expedition he had sent for the reduc· 
tion of the Manhattan settlements, they pleaded scruples of con· 
science as te embarking in foreign wars, and stated it was more 
agreeable to the Gospel ·of Peace, which they professed, and 
safest for the ,provinces, to forbear the use of the sword ; but to 
show their !'cspect for his H~ghness the Protector, and their gra.t· 
itude to God· tor having raised him to supreme authority, that all 
the churches may find rest; they gave permission to · t"M com,. 
mande1·s of his forces to enlist five hund1·ed volunteers within 
the state, provided the said recruits were severally free ·from 
legal disabilities. Although they had thus artfully evaded com· 
plia.nce with his order in a matter that would have established·& 
dangerous precedent, they cheerfully admitted, the .. lawfulnei!s of 
his power in the mother country, and a day Wa8 set apart .f~­
public thanksgiving to Divine Providence " for the hopeful estab­
lishment of a government in. England." 

Much stress has been laid in. this work ·on the importance to 
be attached to the character . and feeling of the e·arly settlers of o. 
country, and the necessity of giving due·weight to such a consid· 
eration is well illustrated by the diffexent conduct at this critical 
period of MaSBachusetts, which was peopled by Puritans, and 
Virginia and other colonies, to which Churchmen and the friends 
of the monarchy resorted. We have seen that the former dis­
countenanced the royal partisans wit~ her borders, and sent 
agents to England with secret instructions to forward the rebel· 
lion. The latter, together with -Barbadoes, Antigua, and Ber· 
muda, adhered to the king, even while in exile. Virginia had a 
population of twenty thousand, and was determined to resist the 
usurpation of the rebel forces. Observing that wherever the In· 
dependents settled, . $hey sowed the seeds of republicanism, they 
passcd severe laws against them, in order to rid themselves Gf 
such troublesome inmates. Driven 'from thence, they settled in 
Maryland, which had soon reasc;m to ·repent of her hospitality. 
" They were as much refreshed with their entertainm~nt in 
Maryland," quaintly observes a contemporaneous author, "as the 
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snake in the fable was with the countryman's breast, for which 
they were- equally thankful." 

They began to pick quarrels first with the Papists, next with 
the oath of fideli~, and lastly, they declared their aveneneBB to 
all confonnity, wholly aiming, as themselves smee confessed, to 
" deprive the Lord Proprietors of that couatry, and to make it 
their own." 

Virginia also offered at the same time an asylum to the loyal­
ists who fled _from the . proscriptions and unrelenting cmelty oC 
the republican forces. They went so far as to propose to their 
exiled pripce to take refuge among them, instead of seekiug pro­
tection fro.m a foreign power. Charles II., on bis. part, sent from 
Breda a uew commiBBion to the faithful governor of that true­
hearted people, in which he. declared it to be his purpose to rule 
them according to the laws of England. At the same time, he 
recommended them to build forts for preventing internal rebellion 
or foreign aggression. Enr.aged at the devotion of these loyal 
colonies, an order was passed by the Parliament, empowering the 
Council to reduce the refractory plantations .to Jbedience, and 

. enacting that foreig~ ships should not trade at any of the ports 
of these . four malignant provinces-Barbadoes, Antigua, Ber­
mQda, and Virginia. 

MaBBacbusetts on this occasion exhibited her usual skill. She 
re-enacted the law against the malignant&, and prohibited all 
interCI)urse with Virginia until she acknowledged the supremacy 
of the commonwealth. This was done with the double view of 
gratifying. the Protector, and of escaping from the inference that 
any legialat~on was binding upon ~er but that of the General 
Court. Cromwell was not a m.an to content himself with a 
paper war. In the ordinance relative to the prohibition of their 
trade; he U$ed language which sh,owed how deepq he felt the 
oppositi{)n of the loyalists, aDd gave a sure presage of vigorous 
measures. In that extraol,'dinary act, he calla them notorious 
robbers and traitors, and adds that as the colonies were settled 
by and at the cost of England, they ought to obey heJ: laws. 
To enforce. a submission which threats could not extort, he dis­
patched Admiral Aacue with a powerful ~rmament. He was 
instructed to use, in the first instance, peaceable means to bring 
the people to o_bedience, but if they should provo unsuccessful, to 
employ hostility, setting free such ~~ervants and slaves as would 
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fight against their masters, and causing justice to be admini .. 
tered in the name of the commonwealth. 

The force thns sent against the royalists was tao powerful for 
the undisciplined planters, and when the Governor Berltelly, who 
bad made every possible exertion to defend the country, eapitu­
)ated, it was upon Tery favorable terms, that were as satisfactOry 
to his sovereign, as ·they were honorable to his own skill and 
courage. 

A variety of circumstances naw contributed to the adoption of 
a policy, and the passing laws in. pursuance thereof, which has · 
exercilled a moat powerful influence on the fortunes of the mother 
country, whether for good or for evil, statesmen are nOt yet agreed, 
and mainly contributed in various ways to produce the American 
Revolution. It was the era of the navigation lawa. Alarmed 
at the diminution of English commerce, and the great increase of 
that of the colonies as well as 'of the north, while Cromwell 
protected his own and humbled a rival, he managed to punish 
the loyal plantations, and make them pay tribute for diso'bedien~e. 
With this view two acts were framed, one of which expressly 
prohibited all mercantile intercourse between the transatlantic 
provinces and foreign states, and the other ordained that no pro­
duction of Asia, Africa, or America, should be imported into the 
dominions of the commonwealth but in vetJSels belonging to 
British owners, or to the ~ople of the colonies, and navigated by 
an English commander, and by crews the greater part of whom 
were to be subjects of the realm, for foreigners were also precluded 
from bringing to England any thing but the produce of their own 
respective countries, or those of which they were the staples. At 
first this created more alarm than annoyance. As far as the 
Provincials were concerned, they evaded or disregarded it, while 
it increased their carrying trade by transferring to them a part of 
that enjoyed by the Dutch. The ground work, however, was 
securely laid tor the vast superstructure erected upon it after tho 
Restoration. 

Although the colonial Puritans bad never yielded that sub­
mission, either to the Parliament or to Cromwell, which the 
Protector thought was due from all parts of the empire, they 
nevertheless managed to keep on the best poesible terms with 
them. They omitted no oeeal!ion of soothing their vanity, for 
which they bad an insatiable appetite. To the former they said 
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(and I insert their own words as their participation in the ze. 
bellion is now stoutly denied)-" And for our carriage and de­
meanor to the honorable Parliament, for theae ten_ yean, since 
the first beginning of your differences with the late King, and the 
wane that after ensued, we have conatantly .adhered to you, not 
withdrawn ourselves in your weakest condition, and doubtfulleat 
timea, but by our fasting and prayers for your good aucceu, and 
our thanksgiving after the same was attained in days of solemnity 
aet apart for the purpose, as also by our aeuding over UM~jul men 
(others alsoe going voluntarily frum. us to kelp ymt ), wlw 'Mw 
been of good use and ~ good and acceptahle seNJice to tM 
army,• declaring to the world hereby, that such was the duty 
and love we beare unto the Parliament, that we were ready to 
rise and fall with them, for which we have suffered the hatred 
and threats of other English colonies now in rebellion againat 
you, as alaoe the l011 of divers of our shippea and goods taken by 
the King's part}t that is dead, by others commiuioned by the 
King of Scotts, and by the Portugales." 

They had beard from Cromwell's officers that he had a sore 
apot on his collBCience, and ·they kne:w how to soothe, if they 
could not heal it. They were aware from the agitation of mind 
that he occasionally suffered on the subject of the ki11g's death, 
that nothing waa so acceptable to him as to hear others, whose 
judgment he respected, approve of the deed u a neceuary act of jua­
tice. Availing themselves of theae ecru pies, which at times threw 
him into the deepest gloom, the Puritan divines of New England 
occasionally gratifi!ld him with an epistle, expreuive of their 
entire concl,1lrence in the reasoning that led to that foul murder. 
Mr. Cotton, one of the most distinguished ministers, thua ad­
dressed him, in a letter dated Boston, 28th day, lith monih, 1767. 
" There are three or four principles on which you have acted, 
wherein my judgment hath been fully satisfied. 1st. The con· 
ccuions of the late King never were such as to insure a safe 
peace either to Church or Commonwealth. 2d. When the 
Parliament, asaisted by the Commissioners from Scotland waa 

" These italicised words refer to the mission of Peters and others. Beaidea 
many who aerved u soldiers, and aeveral who a~ained subordinate command, 
tbe following names of colonial oftlcers who !ooght nnder Cromwell have 1111r· 
vived: Colonel Cook, Lieutenant· Colonel Stoughton, Major Boome, Captain 
Leverete, Ensign Hudson, and Dr. Liol, who acted as regimental surgeon. 
Winthrop says they did good service, and were well approved. 
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full, and agreed .that. the King could not be restored to his forme~ 
estate, if it afterward voted contrary, it was -prevarication, and 
therefore I )i:!lf)w not how the army oould .have better proved ita 
faithfulness to the State and cause, than by purging it ef such 
corrupt humoR, and presenting tk8 King txJ pu}Jlic trial. Joa~ 
the General of David's host, though he went beyond his -commis­
sion in putting· Absalom to death, yet he went not beyond his 
fidelity. These things are so clear to myllpprehension that I am 
fully satisfied that you 'have all thia while fought the Lonl'• 
battles. · In like frame are the spirits of our brethren, the elders 
aad chu;~:ehes in these parte." . 

For this he evinced the warmest gratitude, and offered to give 
them Jamaica, and transport them thither, or settle them all iu. 
Ireland on confiscated estates. In his turn he flattered ~ 
sectarian pride. He represented to them what a blow it would 
be to the" MI!Jl of. Sin," to have a pu~minded and· holy body 
of men like them established in such a country as the former, 
where his sway had been so great. He told them the children 
of the Lord· were entitled to a. paradise for their abode, like that 
beautiful island, and drew a glowing. picture of the fortUDea 
people of their habits of sobriety and industry, would derive from 
a change of' residence. In Ireland he promised them the lands 
of the heathen for an heritage, and in either or both, his continued 
patronage and support. They had, however, other and more 
practical views. They dreaded, not only the unwholesomeness 
of a tropical climate, but its inevitable effect in_ the eoul'l!e of time 
on the. morals and manners of the people. If they were to accept 
Ireland they would have to surrender their independence, and by 
returning to the undoubted jurisdiction of the supreme power·in 
England, they might be again called upon to conform, to ·suffer, 
or to migrate. They felt safe in their distant flight, and were 
unwilling to move. 

But perilous times now awaited the republic. There 'Wel'e 

strong indications, it was said, of a reaction in England. Their 
friend and advocate Oliver Cromwell was dead, and his son gave 
no evidence of sufficient vigor to fill the place of his father, either 
in the eyes of the nation or the estimation of Europe. Cant was 
fast going out of fashion, and mankind had learned the useful 
lesson, that he who has ever religion in . his mouth has seldom 
much of it in his heart. Those who were sincere in their eon-
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'victions, and had abstained from deeds of violence, looked on the 
coming change with the calmness ·and fimness of tnie· courage, 
while such as had been hurried by their zeal into criminal acts, 
or had concealed rapine and ·murder under a cloak of hypocrisy, 
fled in terror ·and dismay. 

Among those who sought shelter and oblivion in the wilds of 
America, were two of the regicides, Goffe and Whalley. Find­
ing the restoration inevitable, they left London early in May. and 
arrived in Boston in the month of July following, in the full 
expectation of being either protected or concealed among the 
brethren, who in general agreed with them in opinion that " kill­
ing was no murder," when the ·person to suffer was a tyrant 
who thought Romanists were entitled to as much indulgence as 
themselves, and Churchmen, as members of the established relig­
Ion, to more favors than either. Nor were they dil;appointed ·in 
their reasonable expectations. They were cordiaUy received and 
hospitably entertained by the governor, the officers of the state, 
and the principal inhabitants ; and on one occasion, whea a 
royalist dared to apply to them the homely epithet to which they 
had so well entitled themselves by their atrocious crime, the 
magistrates bound the offender ·over to keep the peace, and 
severely reprimanded him for insulting their distinguished visitors, 
by imputing to them as an offense that which, if not a virtuous 
and patriotic deed, was' at ~ast a stem necessity. The·meeting· 
houses. were every where opened to them,· and they attended 
divine service on Sitndays, and observed the fasts and public 
thanksgiving as established by law. The sacrament was ad· 
ministered to them as worthy communicants, and the saints 
were edified by the. exercise of their great gifts in praying and lee· 
turing, as they raised thei·r hands, dyed with- the blood of their 
sovereign, and enlarged on the · fle·cessity of forgiveness of sins, 
brotherly love, and good-will to all men. 

The king's proclamation exempting these criminals fror_n the · 
amnesty, though it did not disturb the consistency of the Puri~ 
tans, awakened their fears lest their -contumacy in harboring 
traitors might draw down upon them the forfeiture ,of their char­
ter, which of all their earthly possessions, had the greatest hold 
on the affection of their hearts. Intimation was therefore given 
them to withdraw from view for the present, till the· storm of 
popular indignation in England should blow over, and instruc-
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tiona were privately furnished them to proceed to the minister's 
house at New Haven,, while diligent search would be made for 
them in auch places as it was well lmown they would not ·be 
found. After a suitable time for escape bad been allowed to 
elapse, the colonial rulers preserved appearances by affecting 
great zeal for capturing them, and a warrant was accordingly 
i11ued for their apprehension. To avoid even the semblance of 
partiality, instead of intruatiug it to their own officers, who 
might ·be supposed wiUidg to favQI' their concealment, it was 
directed to two Englishmen, • r~ntly anived from Europe, 
zealous loyaliats and rank Episcopalians, who only required a 
knowledge of the country, and the sympathy of the population in 
their enand, to have I!Ucceeded in their enterprise. Duped by 
the apparent earneatnesa of the governor, and the full and 
minute directions they received as to the best route to adopt in 
their search, and misled by the well-feigned ignorance and aston· 
iahment of every one to whom they addressed themselves for in· 
formation, they prosecuted their fruitless errand, to the inex· 
presaible amusement of the court, to whom a practical joke, from 
the gravity of manner they were continually compelled to ob­
serve, was a luxury which they rarely had an opportunity_ of 
enjoying.t 

HaVing traveled as far as the Hudson, they relinquished the 
pursuit as hopelees, and returned to report their failure . to the 
governor, who very gravely informed them that they had been 
seen near New Haven; from which he inferred that they must 
have entered the Manhattan settlement, and escaped to the low 
oountriea ; and recommended them by all means to go to Hoi· 
land, and continue their search, which, as the country was not 
covered by an interminable forest, like America, could scarcely 
fail of being crowned with success. 

During all this time, the fugitives were minutely informed of 
all that ~k place ; and, in <!rder to relieve their hospitable 
mend, the Rev. Mr. Davenport, from any imputation on their 
account, t~ey prepared a cave in the aide of a hill, having a 

• Thomas KelloDd and Thomas Kirk, whom they not inappropriately called 
Tom lOola. · 

t Now and then a little dry humor would leak out in 1pite of them1elv~a. A 
mechanic, having eharged the Government .£2 136. 4d. for a pair of atoeko, waa 
ordered to be put into them himself for nn boo~. to te1t the strength of hi• work, 
tllld wna finod .£5 fur extortion. 
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amall aperture to admit air and light, and so contrived aa to be 
effectually concealed by the thick brushwood that overhung ita 
precipitous banks. T4> this they gave the name of Providence 
Hill, and resorted to it occasionally in times of danger, when a 
Jeaidence among their friends was either inconvenient or unsafe. 

At last, a party of Indiana having accidentally discovered their 
retreat, they removed to a town called Hadley, about a hundred 
miles distant, resting by day, and traveling by night, in order to 
avoi.d being traced thither. 

They were received at this place by the minister, and contin­
ued-there fifteen or sixteen years, or until their decease, enjoying 
the sympathy of such of the inhabitants aa were intrusted wjth 
their ~ecret, the liberal contributions of tbeir friends at home and 
abroad, and on one occasion the guilty pleasure of the society of 
another of their aasociatea in crime, Colonel Dixwell, who, ·hav­
ing been leaa obnoxious than they, and more fortunate in hia 
disguises,. had not only avoided detection, but had wholly es­
caped napicion, and _waa at. large under the auumed name of 
Davis. 

A singular incident, connected with Goffe, has been traditioll· 
ally preserved in the family of Governor Leveret, and is thus 
quaintly related by a historian of this early time : 

"The town of Hadley waa alarmed by the Indiana, in 1676, 
in the time of public worship, and the people were in the utmoet 
confusion. Suddenly .a pave, elderly person appeared in t.he 
midst of them. In his mien, he differed from the rest of the 
people.· He not only encouraged them to defend themselves, but 
put .himself at ti).eir head ; rallied, instructed, and led them on 
to encounter the enemy, who in this way were repulsed. Aa 
suddenly the deliverer of Hadley disappeared. The people were 
left in. consternation, .utterly unable to account for this strange 
phenomenon." It waa not probable (the apologists say) that 
they were ever able to explain it. If Goffe had there discovered 
himself, it must have come to the knowledge of those persona 
who declared by their letters that they never knew what became 
of him. 

Both these men were of low origin and mean education, and 
emerged_ from obscurity only by their daring courage, and their 
unacmpuloua obedience to the bidding,t>f the Protector. Whal­
ley had risen to the rank of lieutenant, and Go.ft'e to that of 
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major-general in the rebel army,• and upon the latter devolved 
the task of expelling the members of Parliament from the House, 
and of executing commands of a similar violent character. They 
died as they lived, in the full belief of that fatal doctrine, that 
the end justifies the means : and afforded by their crimes, their 
cruelty; and their impenitence, an instructive lesson to fanatics 
that the religion of the .head but too often hardens the heart; 
that sj>eculatiwe theories have a natural tendency to obliterate 
the distinctions between right and wrong, by withdrawing our 
attention from the practical obligations of life ; and that the 
stern virtues inculcated by Scripture are accompanied, sur, 
ronndQd, and supported by the Christian graces of mildness, 
meekness, and charity, and a numerous train of social" and rela­
tive -duties. 
A~ at the fall of Charles I. the conduct of the Puritans of 

Massachusetts differed widely from· that of loyal Virginia, so did 
the death of Cromwell also affect them in an equally opposite 
manner. In the latter place, as soon as they bad heard of the 
decease of the usurper, without waiting for news from England 
of their sovereign's movements, they immediately· p~irned 
him, subverted the authority, to which they had so reluctantly 
submitted, and reQalled from retirement their former govemor. 
and invested him with the chief command, thus securing to 
themselves the .double honor of being the last to lay down their 
arms, and the first to re-assume them, in the defense of their king. , 
In the former colony they would not or could not believe that 
Providence would ever 'suffer him to sit upon the throne of his 
li.nceators, even .after. they received a copy ~ his proclamation. 
A motion for an address to him was put and lost in the General 
Court. When .they called to mind the part they had taken in 
the re~llion, and the infamous conduct of their agent, Peters. 
their official and private letters to Cromwell, their own procla­
mation against the · king' a adherents, their acts against Virginia, 
their continual disobedience and disloyalty to his royal father, the 
reception aild protection they had given the regicides, they were 
overwhelmed with doubts and fears as to the future. The re­
sistance which their- ministers had recommended to them on a 
former occasion, they knew would be unavailing against so· pow­
erful a monarclt i.s Charle& II ., they . therefore resorted to the 

• The weU-known Richard Baxter w~ chaplain to Whalley'• regiment. 
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other alternative, "evasion and delay." · They first vemured to 
feel their way by an address, containing the following extraor-
dinary passage : · 

"Sir, we lie not before your sacred Majesty. The Lord God 
of Gods knoweth, and brael he shall know, if it were in rebellion 
or in schism that we willingly left onr dwellings in our own 
country for dwellings in this strange land, save us not this day; 
Royal Sir, your just title to the crown enthroneth you in our con­
sciences, your graciousness in our affections ; that inspires unto 
duty; this naturalizeth unto loyalty. Hence we call you lord, 
hence a sa~our. Mephibosheth rejoices that the king hath come 
again to his. house. The truth is, such were tlie impression& upon 
our spirits as transcends the faeulty of an eremitical seribe. A 
desert condition in some sense is an object fittest to magnify prinoe­
Iy radiance, inferior whereof can not make the wilderness rejoice. 
Opaque bodies occasion the most luculent reflections. A1fecuon 
makes a rhetorician Croesus' dumb son speak to prevent misery, 
IUld Zedekiah's tongue breaketh loose to acknowledge meroy. 
Warm with the influenco"(your royal favor, we, by way of con­
gratulation, comforted' ourselves that the breath of .our nostrils, 
the anointed of the Lord, hath escaped : of whom we begin to 
say, under his shadow we shall live among the heathen." 

The absurdity and extravagance of this language is thus graa­
ly defended by Bancroft : " The spirit that breathes through it 
ia·repub1ican. The style of hyperbole is bonowed from the man­
ners of ·tlie · Eat, so familiar from the study of the -Hei»·etJJ 
Scriptures.'' · 

The trUth of these protestations, so solemnly made, was well 
attested by the manner in which Charles was proclaimed. This 
ceremony had been defe_ned, from a natural repugnance to ac­
knowledge him at all; but, in August, 1661, the aspect of af­
fairs was so alarming, it was thought prudent to propitiate him, 
by complying with this usual · and constitutional practice. To 
the act itself there could be no objection; the difficulty Jay. Jn so 
carefully conducting their proceedings, and in so wording the pub­
lic document, as not to admit him, in exprelll language, to have 
any authority in Massachusetts, beyond that of a temporal prince, 
with whose ancestors they had entered into a compact, whereby, 
for himself and his heirs, he had sum~udered the territory, com­
prised within certain specified limits, on the nominal condition of 
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:receiving a fifth of the proC1uce of all silver and gold mines. Ac­
cordingly a number of forma were propoeecl and diacuued, but 
were severally rejected, as admitting too much by words or by 
implication, until, at last, the following extraordinary one was 
adopted, as the shortest, simplNt, and safest that they could aug· 
geat : " Foraamq_ch, as Charles II. is undoubtedly king of Great 
Britain, and all other ·his Majesty's territories and dominions, 
thereunto belonging, and hath been some time since lawfully pro­
claimed and crowned accordingly ; we therefore, do, as in duty 
we are bound, own and acknowledge him to be our sovereign 
Lord and King ; and do, therefore, hereby proclaim &Dd .declare 
his sacred Majesty, Charles II., to be lawful king of Great 
Britain, France, and Ireland, and all other the territories there­
unto belonging. God save the King." 

It is observable that his Majesty is here described as king of 
Great Britaia, France, imd Ireland, and all other the territories 
thereunto belonging, which term is satisfied by the Orkneys and 
Channel Islands ; but no mention is made of America, Massachu­
setts, or the words colonies or plantations. Brief and cold, bow­
ever, as this declaration was, it was adopted with great repug­
nance, and_ the day passed in ominoWI gloom. An order of the 
Court was iaued at the same time, and posted up in various 
parts of Boston, forbidding all disorderly behavior on the occa­
sion, declaring that no person might expect indulgence for the 
breach of any law, and, "in a particular mauner, that no man 
shOuld presume to drink hie Majesty's health, tJJiaic4/u Ita& ill aM 
especiaJ manner forbiddm." 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
The King appoints a Council for the Coloti1ea-Tbeir Advice-Connecticnt and 

Rhode Island send Agents, who obtain for them Charten contaioiq fuU Pow­
en~ of Self.goveromen~Nayjgation Laws-They fall hea'rily oo Vll'ginia, and 
alarm all the Proviocial.-The General Court pnbliahea a Declaration of 
Rights-Their Reasoning as to the Origin of their Title to the Coantry-Tbey 
aend Agents to Eogland-Inetrnction given to them, and Letten of Iotrodno­
tion tO Noblemen of Low Chnrch or Diaaentiog principl-They meet with 
a favorable B,eception, and retorn with a Letter from the King requiring cer­
tain Changes in their Laws and Modes of Procedure-An afFected Show of 
Compliance-Diaaipation of Churchmen, of Baptista, and eapecially of Quak· 
era-Severe Treatmont of lattoi'-A Commiaaion of Ioqoiry iaanea to CoJone1 
Nichola and oth-ers-Their Ioatroctiona-General Conrt orders die Charter to 
be pot into a Place of Concealmen~Preparea to receive the Commiaeionen. 

THE conveption Parliament had scarcely adjourned, when 
Charles II. performed the promise he had made at parting, and 
endeavored to carry into effect the various acts of a foreign and 
domestic nature they had made. He established, in December, 
1660, a council for the general superintendence of the colonies, 
and enforcing the laws of trade. Had he always acted upon their 
suggestions, he would have saved his own reputation, and spared 
himself and his successors many vexations and annoyances. 
They urged him " to agree with such as have any property in hia 
plantations, and take the same into his own banda, in order to 
prevent the granting any for the future." Sir William Berkeley, 
the old an.d loyal Governor of Virginia, repeated the aame recom­
mendation, most truly foretelling "that thoee patents in the next 
age will be fouqd more advantag!Wua to the crown than is per· · 
eeptible in this." 

Notwithstanding this judiQioua advice, and the pending di6i­
eulties and controversies, he at once made two of the most e.xtra­
ordinary .grants, of a pure,- unmixed, and unrestrained democracy, 
that were ever issqed by any monarch. The constitution of 
MassachuRtts, it was well known, was an usurpation-,the 
application of a l~al charter, by a company in London, for the 
purposes of civil government in America ; but these were &m4 
fide conceuions, no deception waa practiced, no information with· 
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held. Republicanism was asked, and obtained. Connecticut 
and Rhode Island having favors to seck, were more prompt in 
proclaiming the king than Massachusetts, and at once sent 
delegates to congntulate him on his restoration, and to solicit 
charters. On their arrival in England they were introduced to 
some Low Churchmen, of rank and i~fluence, in whom they 
found most active partisans. Men whose lives are chiefly spent 
in making professions, are seldom able to find sufficient time to 
practice what they so loudly extol. Their sectarian sympathy 
was stronger than their loyalty, and the interest of the king and 
the nation . were transferred, by hypocritical politicians, into the 
hands of crafty re{'ublieans. The charters they obtained for the 
delegates, vested in the propriety of freemen of Connecticut and 
Rhode Island the right of admitting new associates, and of 
choosing annually ·from among themselves· a governor, magis­
trates, and representatives, with power ·of legislat.iye and judicial 
authority. No appellative jurisdiction, and no negative on the 
laws, were reserved to the crown any more than in Mat!Sachusetts 
and Maryland~ They were, to all intents and purposes, entitled 
to self-government; so much so, indeed, that these same royal 
patents remained the basis of their polity long after they became 
independent states. · Even the oath of allegiance was not required 
of them. The usual clause, stipulating that their laws should 
be conformable to those of England, W.(lS modified, or render~ 
nugatory by an extraordinary reference "to the constitution of 
the place, and the nature of the p<Jople." It granted universal 
toleration to all mankind, without limitation to Christian sects. 

It ia no. wonder the joy of the Provincials· knew no bounds. 
The grant exceeded their fondest and most ardelit hopes. In 
Rhode Island the ·inhabitants were assembled ''"for its solemn 
reception." The Charter was read in the audience and view of 
all the inhabitants, and the letterH with his Majesty's royal 'Stamp 
and the broad-seal, with much beseeming gravity, were held up 
on high, and presented to the " perfect view of the people." So 
completely had the king denuded himself of all power, that in a 
subsequent reign, when the Rhode Islanders claimed the protec­
tion and interference of the I!Overeign against the oppressions of 
their own legislature, arising from frauds practiced on them in a 
depreciated cun~ncy, that monarch replied, under the advice of 
the Crown officers, that he could afford them no redress, since his 
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misadvised predecessor had relinquished all jurisdiction. At this 
period, therefore, New England consisted of several little inde­
pendent republics. 

While vast·concessi6>os were thus made on the one· hand, most 
exten11ive ·restrictions were imposed on the other, by extending 
and remodeling the laws of trade. So much indeed was added 
to the outline sketched by the Long Parliament, and so novel, as 
well as important, were many of the provisions of this celebrat~d 
act (12th Charles II., c. 18), that it seems to have attracted to 
itself a name that more properly belonga to several, and has ever 
been known as the Navigation Law. The avowed motives for 
this restrictive legislation, were thus set forth: "That- as tlie 
plantations beyond seas are inhabited and peopled by subjects of 
England, they may be kept in a firmer dependence upon it, and 
rendered yet more beneficial and advantageous in the further 
employme~t and increase of English shipping and seamen, as 
well as in the vent of woolen and other manufactures and com­
modities, and in making England a staple not only of the produc­
tions of those plantations, hut also of those of other countries, and 
places for supplying them, and it being the usage of other nations 
to keep the trade of the plantations to themselves." 

Colonial industry at that period furniahed many articles for 
exportation, but these were of two kinds. Some were raised· in 
quantities in America only, and would not compete with British 
productions in the market of the mother country : these were 
enumerated, and it was declared that none Qf them, that is, no 
sugar, tobacco, ginger, indigo, cotton, fustic, and dyeing woods, shall 
be transported to any other QOuntry than those belonging to the 
Crown of England, under penalty of forfeiture ; and as new ar­
ticles of industry of this class. grew up in America, they were 
added to the list. But such other commodities as the English 
merchant might not find convenient to buy, the Provincials might 
ship to foreign markets, and the further off the better, because 
thf;ly would thus interfere less with the trade which was carried 
on in England. The colonists were therefore confined to ports 
south of Finisterre, Soon after the act of navigation was ex­
tended, and additional restraints imposed, by prohibiting the im­
portation of any European commodities into the colonies but what 
was laden in England in vessels navigated and manned according 
to law., Effectual Jlfovision was also made for exacting the 
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penalties to which the transgreasors were subjected. By these 
successive regulations, the plan of securing ~o England a monopoly 
of the commerce with her colonies, and of closing every other 
channel into which it might be diverted, was perfected and 
reduced into a complete system. 

These acts filled the Provincials with coniternation and anger, 
and by calling into question the right of the Imperial Legislature 
tQ pa.u them, materially extended the disaffection which neglect, 
the constant changes in. the government of the mother country, 
and the spread of democratic principles had of late so much en­
gendered. They fell with peouliar weight upon Virginia, on 
account of the nature of her productions, and were felt to be an 
ungrateful return for . her tried loyalty and affection. Great 
Britain never afterward thoroughly regaihed her affections ; aa 
soon as they went into operation; that colony remonstrated against 
them as a grievance,·and petitioned earnestly for relief. But the 
commercial ideas of Charles and his ministers coincidell so per­
fectly with those of Parliament, that instead of listening with a 
favorable ear to their application, they labored assiduonsly to carry 
the acts into strict execution. For this purpose the most positive 
instructions were iuued to the governor, forts were built on the 
banks of the principal rivers, and small vessels ap,poin~ to cruise 
on the coast. 

The· Virginians seeing no prospect of obtaining· exemption, 
sought relief in evasion, and found me'ans, notwithstanding the 
vigilance with which they were watched, of carrying on a con­
siderable clandestine trade with foreigners, particularly with the 
Dutch settled on the Hudson River. Every day somethlng 
occurred to revive and nourish discontent. As it is with extreme 
difficulty that commerce can be turned into a new channel, to­
bacco, the staple of the colony, sunk prodigiously in value when 
they were compelled to send it all to one market. It was some 
time before England could fnrnish them regularly full assortments 
of those necessary articles, without which the industry of the 
country could not be sustained or properly secured. The sense 
of wrong the people of MaSBaChusetts entertained on the aubject 

. of their revenue laws, was absorbed in the •interest felt in the 
preservation of their Charter, or mitigated by their predetermina­
tion to ·resist them if able, otherwise "to protract or evade," 
according to the advice uf their elders. Having received a more 
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graciQus an!wer to their complimentary letters to the king than 
they had expected, and somewhat recovered fi'om the apprehension 
arising fi·om ·a review of their disloyal conduct, they resolve~ to 
maintain with their accustomed energy and ·spirit what they 
conceived to be their just claims of independence under their 

• patent. They accordingly took into consideration the whole 
subject of their OW!\ powers, and those pf the Crown, and after 
mature deliberatioo, agr~ upon and published a decl.aration o£ 
rights. · · · ·. . . 

I. Concerning our liberties: 1. We conceive tile paten~ (oolior 
God) to be the first and main foundation of our eivil policy here, 
by a Governor and company, according as it i& therein expressed; 
2. The Governor and company are by the pa.tent a body politique 
in fact and name; 3. This body politique is vested with the power 
to make freemen, &c. ; 4. The freemen have 110wer to chooae 
annually a Governor, deputy governor. aslli11tants, and their select 
representatives or deputies; 15. This government hath also power 
to set up all sorts of officers, superior as well as inferior, and point 
out their power and .Places ; 6. The Governor, ·deputy governor, 
assistants, and select representatives or deputies, have full power 
and au.thority, both legislative and executive, fof the government 
of all the people here, whether . inhabitants or strangers, both 
concerrung ecclesiaStical and civil matiera, Witko:ut afpeals, ex,. 

cepting law, or laws repugnant to thpse _of England;· 7. Thia 
go~ern.ment is privileged ~y all fitting means (yea •. if need be), by 
force of atms to defend themselves both by laud_ and sea, ~~gainst 
all person, or persons, as shall at any time attempt or enterprise 
the destruction, invasion, detriment, or annoyance of the plant&· 
tion or the inhabitants therein, besides other privileges mentioned 
in the patent, not here expre~d ; 8. We . consider «ny imposi· 
tion prejudicial to the country, contrary to any just law of oura 
(not repugnant to the laws of England) to be an infringement of 
our rightS. . 

II. Concerning our duties of allegiance to ou~ sovereign Lord 
the King : ,1 . We ought to uphold, and to our -power maintain 
the place, as of right belonging to our sovereign Lord the King, aa 
holden of his Majesty's IQll.nor:of East Gre.e[lwich, and nQt subject 
the same to any foreign prine'e or potentate whatsoever; 2. We 
ought to endeavor the preservation of his Majesty's royal person, 
realms, ~d clo~, and so far as lieth in UJ tD disoov~ aad 

~ 
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prevent all plots and conspiracies against the same, Ito.; 3. We 
ought to seek the peace and prosperity of our King and nation, by 
a faithful discharge in the governing of this people committed to 
our ·care." 

To which is added a clause, that the warrant for the- appre­
hension of Gotfe and Whalley ought to have the support of the· 
court, and that no shelter should be given to people legally 
olnwziqus and flying from justice. This extraordinary document 
exhibits more briefly and distinctly their ideas of their own inde­
pendence, and their own nominal allegiance tO the crown, than 
the most labored treatise, and possesees the additional advantage 
of not being an inference from facts subject to be controverted, 
and open to the charge of prejudice, but a manifesto carefully 
weighed, deliberately adopted, and entered on record in the 
journals of the house. 

Here are distinctly shadowed out the three great doctrines on 
which their sovereignty rested. The first is a positive denial of 
the right of appeal ; the second, a declaration that acts of 
Parliament regulating their trade were unconstitutional; and the 
third, an assertion of their peculiar privilege of' managing their 
own internal affairs. These three principles, accompanied as 
they were with a distinct avowal of the legality of maintaining 
them by force of arms, comprise absolute independence. They 
are wholly irreconcilable with any thing like imperial control, and 
leave the king . nothing but an empty title. It is, therefore, 
a:bsurd to ascribe the origin of these pretensions to the revolution 
of 1783. They thus early asserted and contended for unmixed 
and uncontrollable republicanism. Nor was the demand either 
unnatural or inconsistent with their position or prejudices, and 
the circumstances of both Europe and America at the time. 
They had grown up in neglect, and self-government was essential 
to their existence as a community. HaVing exercised it for a 
long period from necessity, they became enamored of it from use, 
and now demanded,it as a right. According to these views, into 
which they had reasoned themselves, their connection with En­
gland was purely voluntary. The only compact they bad with 
its sovereign, they alleged, was to pay him a fifth of the gold and 
silver ore found in the soil, which they expressed their willingneu 
to do, whenever any should be discovered. On that oondition, 
and that their laws llbould not be repugnant to those of tho 
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parent country, they obtained the territory. But they said, if 
there were no charter, they still owed no obedience ; for the king, 
in fact, had no title himself by pretense of discovery, which was a 
mere popish doctrine derived from Alexander VI. ; arid their own 
was far better, being founded on prior possession, actual and 
continued occupation and improvement, and purchase from the 
Indian chiefs. · 

Had the habits of the monarch been at all equal to his abilities, 
and his means adequate to enforce his authority, it is probable be 
would have taken prompt and efficient measures to insure their · 
submiBBion. His aagacity penetrated their designs, but his indo­
lence and indecision were unequal to a contest in which there 
was neither pre~nt emolument to reimburse the expense, nor an 
increase of royal power to add strength· or dignity to the throne. 
He . resorted to· profeBBions of regard, and was met by such 
extravagant hyperboles, as to excite the irrepressible laughter of 
the courtiers. He was less successful in negotiation. They were 
subtle disputants, and having overpowered their own judgment 
and strong intellects with casuistry, were easily able to vanquish 
his statesmen, whose minds were more occupied with their own 
intrigues than the affairs of a distant and refractory colony. In 
the end; as we shall presently see, he resorted to a court of law, 
and partially effected his object. 

Complaints still continuing to be made of their want of tolera­
tion, arbitrary conduct, and disaffection, -tlie local government 
thought it necessary to send two agents to England, to endeavor 
to meet these . charges in the best manner they could. These 
gentlemen acce~ted the trust with the greafest reluctance, and 
such was their apprehension relative to their own personal safety, 
that they first stipulated for reimbulll8ment and indemnification 
from the consequences of their detention by the court. They 
were fortified with letters to Lord Saye and Sele, who had more 
Puritanism thaq was consistent with his character for good sense, 
and more sympathy with colonial independence than was com­
patible with his duty to his sovereign. Lord Clarendon, Lord 
Manchester, Colonel Temple, and others were also solicited to aid 
and auist their· envoys, who were finally dispatched with especial 
orders to obtain all they could, and to yield nothing. As the 
instructions are very brief, and exceedingly characteristic, I insert 
them. 
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1. Y: ol! shall present us to his Majesty aa hill loyal &l)d obedient 
subjects, B;ftd not to be wanting to instance in the particulara 
which most and best render us IIQ to be. 

2. You ab.all endeavor to take oii all ae&Ddal aad objectioua 
which are or shall be Jll&de against ua. 

3. You ab.all endeavor the eatablishmeAt of the rigJua aad 
privileges we now enjoy. . 

4. You·ehall not engage ua, by any act of youn, to aay thing 
which ~y be prejudicial io our_ preaent aiandiDg, . accoJdiDg. to 
patent. 

They met a favorable and, what appeared to them, a gracio'ID 
reception from the king, who aasured them be would confirm tb~ 
main objects of their charter,. b11t commaDded tMm immediatAdy 
to rectify aeV-erl!-1. serious deviatio~11 from ita spirit and me&Ding. 
On ·their ·return to. their native country, bia Ml!-jesty delivered 
to them a letter, addressed to. tbe Governlll8Dt of Maaaohul8ttl, 
containing an amn'esty for past offenses, but requiriDg that all 
their laws should be reviewed, and. such as were -oon(Jary or 
derogatory to his authority and.. government abo11ld be ammlled 
and repealed; that the oath of allegi.ance ahould be duly olleerved, 
that the adoiinistrati9n of justice should be in hil WLJDe •• tbu 
liberty should be given to all that desire~, to use the Book of 
Common Prayer, and perform their devoti9111 in the ma1Ul81' to 
which they had been aecustome4 ; that all persons of good and 

. .--~ honest lives and conversations, should be admitted to. the sacra­
i) f. S ~~~ ment of the Lord's Supper, according to the service of ~e Church 

Oc::;. of England, and their children to baptism ; that in the choice of 
o.a. : governor and assistants, the only consideration to be bad should 

=-: ?. C R 0 • . be of the wisdom, virtue, and integrity of the persons to be chosen, 
. ". and· not of any faction, with reference to opinions and outward 
~:·· .~·~ ': profession; that all freeholders of competent estates, not vicious, 

&c., though of different persuasions, shopld_ have their votes in 
the election of all officers, civil and military; and, finally, that 
the lettet: should be published, &c. 

However reasonable these things now appear, they were con­
sidered at the time very detrimental to theR- rights, by a people 
who had hitherto tolerated no interference in their internal af. 
fairs. TbP.y. deemed them subversive of their liberty on the one 
hand, and destructive of all trne religion and good government 
on the other. When ao many things, however, were ordered to. 
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lie done, and so many innovations required, it was manifest some 
eQmplianee was necessary, if only for the .sake of preserving ap­
pearances. The letter' was accordingly published~ which was the 
easiest to be. complied with of all the injunctions it contained, 
but the order for its promulgation was accompanied, as usual, 
with a caution, that no furth13r· action was io be taken upon it 
for · the present. " Inasmuch as it hath ~nfluence upon the 
churches, as well as ciVil state, all manner of action, in relation 
thereto, 11hall b& suspended, until the next General Court, that so 
all pe~ns concerned may have time and opportunity to consider 
of what is ne~ry to be .done in order to his Majesty's pleasure 
therein.'; · ·· 

It was also ordereil, that all writs and. legal process should 
thereafter be iBBUed in the name of the king. To aamit it to 
·appear in the judicial.proceedings was unavoidable, but to enforce 
respect for it would be in itself an acknowledgeme~t of a foreign 
power; · and the different submission required to local and impe­
rial authority was forcibly, illustrated by two contemporaneous 
auits. · ' 

A person who bad rendered himself obnoxious by petitioning 
against the colony, bappen4lg &bortly afierward to .be in oourt, 
was accused of discourteoU11 conduct, .fined £200 for his con· 
tempt, and ordered to find sureties in a like sum ·ror his· good be­
havior; while a constable, who refused to publish the king' a let­
ter, and a seleot-man, who spoke disrespectfullr of it, were ooth 
acquit~ed orr all. alleged deficiency of proof. 

. The determination to evade or delay, whieh had beoome a 
fixed rule of conduct on all .occasions, exhausted the patience of 
the Engli!lh government. Churchmen, both within and without 
Massachusetts, were loud in their complaints, that the colony 
was rendered intolerable to the one, and practically closed to the 
other ; while those who felt Aggrieved .at the decisions of the 
court, expressed, in strong terms, the sense they entertained of 
the hardships they endured, in betng debarred from a rehearing, 
and by having an aplleaL converted into an otiense of a very seri· 
ons nature, that of slandering the Lord's elect. . · 

Among others whl? were aggrieved were the Q.uakers, who 
stated that their people had suffered incredible punishments and 
persecutions at the hands of the Puritans. Without entering into 
the heart-rending details of the cruelties practiced upon them, it 
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is merely sufficien~ to state what enactments were made agatnat 
them. One of the first imposed a penalty of £100 upon themas­
ter of any vessel who should bring a known Quaker into any port 
of the colony, and required him tp give security to carry him 
back again ; in the mean time, the. unfortunate man was sent to 
the house of correction, and whipped twenty stripes, and after· 
ward kept at hard labor, until transportation. They also laid o. 
fine of £(j for importing, and the like awn 'for dispersing, their 
doctrinal books, and for defending their heretical opinions. The 
next year, an additional law was made, by which all persons 
were subjected to the penalty of forty shillings for every hour's 
entertainment given to any known member ofthe sect; an.d any 
Quaker, after the first conviction, if a man, was to lose one ear, 
and the second time, the other ; a woman, each time to be severe­
ly whipped, and the third time, man or woman, to have their 
tongues bored through with a· red-hot iron; and every one who 
should become a convert in the colony was subjected to the like 
punishment. Afterward, a fine of ten shillings was laid on every 
person present at any of their meetings, and £(j upon any one 
speaking there. • · 

• Tbat theae poor sealota were auperior to the gloomy bigota wbo peraecuted 
them, appeal'll from the followiug extract from W . Leddra'a addre·u tO his 
brethren, written the day before bia execution, which, COWiidering the station 
of the man, and the circumstances under which it was written; is aingularly 
beautiful: 

"!lOST DEAR AND INWARDLY BELOVED, 

"The aweet influence of the morning atar, like a flood diatilling intb my iiiJIOo 
cent habitation, bath so ftlled me with the joy of the· Lord, in the beauty of boli­
neu, that my spirit is u if it did not inhabit a tabernacle of clay, bot is wbolly 
awallowed up in the bosom of eternity, from whence it had ita being. 

"Alu, alu! wbat can tbe wealth and spirit of man that lnateth to l'nvy, ag· 
gravated by the heat and atrengtl! of the king of the locnata, which came out of 
the pit, do onto one that ia bid in the secret plaoea of the Almighty, or to tbem 
that are gathered under the healing wings of the Prince of Peace 1 0, my be· 
loved, I have waited as the Dove at the windows of the Ark, and b·ave stooa 
atill in that watch, which the Kuter did at Hia coming reward with the full­
neaa ofHia love, wherein my heart did rejoice that I might apeak a few words 
to you, aealed with thd apirit of promise. As the flowing of the ocean doth fill 
every creek and branch thereof, and then returna again toward ita own being 
and fullness, and leaves a aavor behind it, so doth the life and virtue of God flow 
into every one of your hearts whom He bath made partake~ of ·Hit divine na­
ture, and when It withdraws but little, it leaves a sweet savor behind it, that 
many can aay they are made olean, tbroosh the word that He bath apoken to 
them. Therefore, my dear hearta, ·let the enjoyment of the life alone be your 
hope, yoor joy, and your consolation. Stand in the watch within, in the fear or 
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Notwithstanding all this severity, their number, as might well 
have been expected, increased rather than diminished. When 
brought up for judgment, one of them observed, " for the last man 
that was put to death here, are five oome into hia room j and if 
you have power to take my life from me, God can raiae up ten of 
His servants, and send them among you in my place, that you 
may have torment upon torment." 

All these tortures, imprisonments, corporal and other punish­
ments were inflicted without remorse, and endured without pro­
ducing any other effect than feelings of honor or pity in the be­
holder. Four of them suffered capitally. To the positive orders 
of the king that these dreadful barbarities should be discontinued 
(after having first satisfied themselves of their inefficiency), they 
yielded compliance, so fu as mutilation and death were employed, 
and the persecution of vagabond Quakers dwindled down.into 
mere whipping, with the merciful limitation attached to it, that 
the cUlprit should be only flogged .through three towns. The 
Baptists who had also been treated with great aeverity, joined in 
the universal complaint against them. 

Finally the Lords of the Council, who were daily besought 
for relief by so many different interests,.repreaented to the king, 
(January, 1662-3), "that New England hath in these late times 
of geneml disorder, strayed into many enormities, by which it ap­
peared that the government there have purposely withdrawn all 
manner of conespondence, as if they intended to suspend their ab­
eolute dependence to his MiJesty's authority." 

Not wishing to proceed to extremities with these intractable 
people, Chules resolved upon sending commissioners to report 
upon the actual state of the colonies ; and accordingly Colonel 
Nicholas, Sir Robert Carr, George Cartwright, and Samuel 
~verick, were authoriied to proceed to America, "to visit the 

the Lord, which ia the entrance of wu;dom. Coofeaa Him befOre men ; yea, be­
lOre Hie greateet enemies. Fear not what dley can do to yoa. Greater ia'He 
that ie in you, than he that il in the world; for He will clothe you widl humility 
and in the power of Hie meebeaa you ahall reign overall the rage ofyour·­
miee."-Dutull'• Hiltory of Quaker•. 

Mary Dyer addressed from the jail a romonetrance to the Court : 
"Were, ever euch lawe heard of among a people that profeu Cbria come iD 

the fteeh 1 Have you uo, other weapon but eucb Ia we to fight againat epiritual 
wickedne ... withal, aa you call it 1 Woe i• me for you. Ye are diaobedient 
and deeeived. Lot my requeet be u Eetber'e to 4huueru., • You will not 
repent &hat you were kept from eheddins blood, though it wu by a woman.' " 
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provinces of New England, hear and detennine all caul!ell of com­
plaint, as well as appeals in ~atters military, ecclesiastical, a11d 
civil, arid to seUle there peace and security." 

The instructions given_them were of a kind well calculated (as 
far as such a proceeding was capable) to maint~n no more than 
the due observance of the terms of the charter on the one baud, 
and the royal autS~rity on the other. They were particularly 
charged to encourage no . faction, 'to solicit no present profit, to 
countenance no change inconsistent with ancient Ullllge&, ami-te 
do nothing that might be oonsidered an invasion of Jiberty·of COD• 

science. Finally, not to shock their religious &crijples beyond all 
endurance, or to run the hazard of driving a people already high­
ly excited, into irretrievable ·madneiB, they were commanded Iiot 
to suffer their chaplain; when officiating for them, to wear his 
surplice. 

As these gentlemen were expected in Boston early in July, a 
day of fasting and prayer was appointed to be obaerved through­
out' the whole proviu.ce, to implore the mercy of God upon his 
people under their sore trials and afBictions. Aa it was thought 
not impossible some attempt n1ight be made by the Commissioners 
to seize upon their charter;· it . was onrered to be brou~t inte 
court, when it was formally delivered, together with a duplicate, 
to four confidential persons, who were empowered and enjoined 
to deposit them in ·a place of safety and concealment. The Gov­
ernor and Council then resolved "to bear true allegiance to-his 
Majesty, but to adhere to a· patent so dearly earned and so long 
enjoyed." A committee was also appointed, Wboee duty it wu, 
immediately on the arrival of the ships, to present their respects 
to the board, arid request that strict orders should be given to the 
subaltern officers, sailors, and soldiers, on their coming on shore 
for refreshment, to land only in very limited numbers, wit4oUt 
arms, and that they should be admonished to conduct themselves 
in a meet, orderly manner, · and abstain from giving offense to_ the 
inhabitants, or violating the laws for the preservation of the peace. 
Having taken these precautions, and mutually encouraged each 
other to exercise great coolness .and deliberation, in any step it 
might be necessary to take in this trying emergency, they await­
ed with patience the· arrival of the formidable offieers of the 
Crown. 
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CHAPTE-R IX. 
The Commillionen arrive at B011tou-Deliver a Royal LeUer to. the &o­

ment, and proceed to the Hndoon to iLtt,llck tbe Du~h Settlementa-Tbe 
General Court in their Abeence petition for their Withdrawal, and 10licit the 
Aid of tile Puritan Noblemen-An1wen of the King and Lord Clarendon­
General Effect of Commisaiona of Inquiry-The FriiJlCbile extended-The 
Clergy and Demagogues prepare tbe People for Reaistauce-False Rumors 
put into Circulation-General COurt refuse• to 1ummon the People to usem­
~mmiuionen inquire whether they adl¢t the King'• Authority-The7 
decline to anawcr, and refuse to attend before them, or to aubmit to an Ap­
peal-They summon tbe.Commissionera-Close of the lnquiry-Accidenta to 
Commia•ionen reputed to be Judgments of Heaven-The King orden the 
GoveriiOI' aDd other Members of the General Court to appear befOre him­
They decline, affecting to doabt the Genuinenea of the Order-Diatinction 
taken between Obedience to beneficilil and injnrious Orders-The New· En. 
gland Colonie• renew their Confederation-Effect of It-Complaints . of En­
gtiah :Werchauta againat tbll Infraction of the L&wa ofTrade-l'be Oath of Alle­
giece ordered to be taken, and the King's Arms set up-Agent• sent to ED­
gland, but ordered to yield Nothing-A Custom House OIBcer appointed­
Oppoation to him-He is obliged to return to Englalid-Gen-.1 CoaR re­
eucta Trade Lawa-Ita Member• take modified oiBcial Oatba-Collector 
lent out agBJn, but they threa~en to execute him-Is obliged to quit the 
Colony-General Gloom in Maosachnaetto.,....People terrified by Cometa-The 
Credentiall of Agenta found deficient-They oft'er a Bribe of two tbouaand 
Guineu to the King-Agenta return, and are followed by Randolph with the 
qrw toarranto-General Court refusea to aurrender the Charter-Their Argo-

. menta-They again petition and pretend there bu been no Service of the 
Writ-Judgment given againlt them-Remarb on ' their Coillduct-NUaral 
el'ecta of Diasent. 

ToE Commissioners arrived at Boston on the 13th of July, 
1664, and having laid before the Governor and Council their let­
ters patent, and called their attention to the last mandatory com­
munication from his Majesty, proceeded to the Hudson, for the 
purpose of reducing the Dutch settlementS, that interposed so in­
conveniently between the English provinoea. 

During their temporary absence, the Generat Court petitioned 
the kin~ to revoke their authority, and once -more besought the 
.lid of all those influential persons in England, who, at one time 
or anoth:er had shown them any kindness. To the former they 
said, in their usual adulatory language, "As the high place you 
sustam on earth doth number you among the gods, so you will 
iinitate the God of Heaven,rin being ready to maintain the cause 

s• 
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of the afflicted, aud the right of the poor, and to receive their cries 
and addresses to t.bat end." The rest of the memorial was a 
lamentation, at once humble in language, and obstinate in pur­
pose, filled with the most dutiful expressions of loyalty and obe­
dience, but containing no pledge of fulfilling any one of the rea­
I!Onable conditions, on which alone his Majesty had promised to 
confirm their patent. To their patrons and friends they repre­
sented the commission as an attempt to destroy their privileges, 
to deprive them of liberty of conscience, and to impose burdens 
upon them that they were 1mable to bear. The king, who, saw 
through their evasions, auured them that his object was, not to 
infringe upon their charter, but to see that its provisions were 
fully and fairly complied with ; that their neighbors, the inhabit­
taut&, and the savages, as well as the emigrants, made accu11ations 

· against them, into which it was his duty to inquire; that they 
might rely upon the fullest protection and support that the best 
eubjects ever received from the most generous Prince ; and final­
ly, that he would renew the patent for them, but must first insist 
on JJ. full and free toleration for Churchmen and Dissenters,. and 
a repeal of such laws as "'ere repugnant to those of England. 

Lord Clarendon, who was one of the noblemen to whom they 
had addreBBed themselves, indignantly declined to be the medium 
of their double-dealing. · 

"I know not what you mean," said his lordship, " by saying 
that the Commissioners have power to exercise government in­
consistent with your rights and privileges, since I am sure their 
instructions are to see and provide for the tlue and full observa­
tions of the charter, and that all the privileges granted by it may 
be equally enjoyed.by all his. Majesty's subjects there. I know 
they are expressly inhibited from intermeddling with, or obstruct-

. ing the administration of justice, according to the forms observed 
there ; but if, in truth, the proceedings have been irregular, and 
against the rules of justice (as in some particular cases, recom­
mended to them by his Majesty, they seem to be), it can not be 
presumed that his majesty hath, or will leave his subjects of 
New England without hope of redreSB by an appeal to him, 
which his subjects of all !lis other kingdoms have free liberty to 
make. I can say no more to you, but that it is in your power to 
be very happy, and to enjoy all that hath beeri granted to you; 
but it will be absolutely necessary, that you perform and pay all 
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that revereace and obedience, which is due from subjects to their 
king, and which his Majesty will exact ,from you, and doubts not 
but to find from the best of the colony, both in quality and num· 
ber." 

Subsequent events but too plainly showed that both weN 
wrong. There was too much hesitation and oondescension on 
the part of the king, and too much dogged obstinacy oil the side 
of the people. The whole tenor of the conduct of the colonists, 
from their first anival in the country, afforded no reaeonable 
ground for hoping for an accommodation. A commission. of in· 
quiry, that does not in the first instance supersede the local gov· 
ernment, and assume the supreme command, is worse than ase-. 
le&B ; on the ~ne hand, it is exposed to legalized obstructions, that 
it can not r~ist ; and on the other, it subverts that respect and 
obedience to constituted authority, which is so essential to the 
well-being of a community. 

This was the fil'Bt time the General Court had ever. come ill 
direct eonfiict with the Crown. It was a difficult and trying 
occuion, but they proved themselves equal to the emergency. 
Their cautious conduct, temperate language, unflinching firm· 
ne&B, and grave demeanor, ga.ve them a decided advantage over 
the Commissi~ners, who had neither the weight of character, the 
infiuen'?O of talent, por the amount of legal knowledge necessary 
for the successful disoharge of their dutiee, while ,they were 
wholly destitute of th~ requisite means for enfo:roing their de­
cisions.• 

They were equally forgetful of what was due to the high sta­
tion they filled themselves, and· to the rank and power of a local 
government, the choice of a free people. So far from having a 
proper consideration for the mortifying and humiliating position 
in which the General Court was placed, they seemed to regard 
nothing but the exerci~ of their own authority. 

The forbearance of the governor and his council, under their 

• HutcbiniOD (vol I . p. 250) tbu describes them: "Colonel Nicholl;. by bia 
discreet behavior, gained the esteem of the people; and afterward, while be wu 
Governor of New York, kept np friendly correspondence with the General Court 
of Masaacbuactta. Carr and Cartwright were men very nnfit for aoch a trut, 
and hy their violent procee1i_ngs rendered themaelves odious. Maverick seems 
to have been appointed onlf to increue the number, and to be aubaervient to 
otbera. He bad lived in the colony from ita beginning. He wu alwaya in op· 
potition to the authority." 
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embarrasmJents, was more than ~ould have l>een . expected (rom 
men who had perauaded themselve1 they were. rather Binned 
against than tinning. Though indignant at being llUliunoned in 
the· presence of their constituent&, to answer to every complaint 
tnat equid be aolicited against them, and degraded by being put 
upon their trial before incompetent, if not prejudiced judges, they 
neverthele!!e maintained, with the utm011t command of temper, 
what they aftected to call their chartered righte ; aseerting their 
territorial supremacy, without recrimination on the one hand, or 
an open and seditious denial of royal authority, on the other. 
This line of conduct they eteadily punned, as long as it was pos­
sible to do so, or untileubmiuion or resietance became inevitable. 

Whate-ver wisdom or experience may be gathered from the 
pages of history in genera], it ie certain that the annals of the old 
provinces, 10 rich in instruction, han imparted but little knowl­
edge to those in England, in whose hands are intrnsted oolonial 
destinies. This commiasion, as we shall see, was a wretehed 
failure, as every lluccessive one has been, down to that recently 
Bent to Canada. They are neceesarily productive of infinite ·mis­
chief; they lower the re!!pect of the Provincials Ior the imperial 
Government, induce hasty and inconaiderate legislation, baaed on 
reports that are alike distinguished for their incongruity, imprac­
ticability, and disingenuousness~ but, above all, they diagust by 
their reckless attacks (in which they make liberal use of the 
senseless epithets, "cliques," "family compacts," •i·obstructives,'• 
and " bigoted Torie~~") on the loyal gentry of the colonies, who 
are as superior to those erratic pbliticians in ability and practical 
information, as they are in integrity of conduct and consistency 
of character. · · · 

The General Court assembled on the 4th of August, when 
they resolved : "That they would bear faithful and true allegi­
ance to his Majesty, and adher~ to their patent so dearly obtained 
and so long enjoyed by ·undoubted right, in the sight of God and 
man." They then repealed the law relating to the admission of 
freemen, and, instead of ·it, provided al!other, that allowed En­
glish subjects, being freeholders, ratable to a certain value, certi-­
fied lYy the minister of the place to be orthodox, and not vioioua 
in their lives, to be made freemen, though not membe,rs of their 
Church. · · 

In the mean time, the clergy and the demagogues prepared t~ 
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people tor resistance; the fonner, by haranguing in their pulpits ; 
the latter in their town- meetings. Ae the whole population was 
constrained to attend public worship on Sundays, one day was 
sufficient to dieeeminate sedition through a country predisposed to 
receive it. Aeeembling for pariah busine111, afforded favorable 
opportunities for the inhabitants to diseu1111 what they bad -beard 
in their conventicles. The moat a]anning rumors were artfully 
put in circulation. It was said that Prelacy was to be estab­
lished, and tithes set apart for the Episcopal clergy : that disso­
lute soldiers were to be quartered upon tlle elect, and £t>OOO 
a year raised for the civil-list of the king, beside a tax of twelve­
pence per acre ; while offices, without number, were to be cre­
ated for hungry courtiers. The louder, more inflammatory, and 
bolder, were the harangues of their orators, the more acceptable 
they became ; and nothing was beard through the· whole prov­
ince but tyranny and patriotism, liberty and slavery, victory or 
death. 

The desired effect was immediately produced. Whoever asso­
ciated with the Royal Commissioners became the objects of pop­
ular ridicule or insult. They were afraid to appeal, lest they 
should incur ·the vengeance of their offended countrymen. They 
were told, if they acknowledged the authority of the Board, 
" they would pull down with their own banda the bonae which 
·wisdom had built for them and their posterity." 

T\le ComQtiseioners, desirous of removing the unfavorable im­
preuione raised against them by these slanders, requested that 
the people might be convened together to bear their commands ; 
but the Court, with their usual caution and evasion, dreading 
the effect of the interview on the firmneu of the yeomanry, no 
1~ than the precedent of their obeying any one but themselves, 
replied that they had no objection whatever to their assembling, 
if they thought proper to do so; for they were free agents, and 
eould do ae they saw fit on this or any other occasion. They 
profeeeed, however, their inability to understand how such a gen­
eral meeting could in any way further the object of their inquiry, 
ae the people were well-infonned of all that had ta~en place, and 
were faithfully represented by their delegates, who were empow­
ered to act and to speak in their behalf. 

Entertaining this view, they said they did not feel justified in · 
commanding their attendllllce, especially ae the season was such 
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aa to require the utmost exertion of every one, when labor waa 10 

acarce and expensive; and, what was an awful· consideration, it 
would expose the aged and infirm, and the women and children, 
of every frontier settlement to the fury of the savages, who would 
doubtless seize the opportunity of wreaking their vengeance by 
an indiscriminate slaughter of them all. For this reply, which 
was better calculated to excite ridicule than indignation, they 
were very coarsely 1tigmatized by one of the Commissioners as. 
traitors. They then sent notices themselves, to be poeted up in 
diflerent parts. of the colony, requesting the inhabitants to meet 
them, for the purpose of hearing the Iring's ~cious letters, and 
learning the true object and design of their mission ; but they 
were too much irritated with what they had been told, to pay 
any attention to them. 

It is not my intention to enter into any detailed account of the 
controversy between theae functionaries and the local government, 
aa it would not only not interest the general reader, but would 
withdraw our attention from the main object of the work. The 
Court affected to feel and lament the painful dilemma in which 
they were placed ; to submit, they conceived would be to strip 
themselves of all their rights; to refuae compliance, ~eemed to be 
attended with odium, and the danger of being considered in the 
light of rebels. They said, " they esteemed it their greatest un­
happiness to be held to give up their privileges by charter, and 
the rights of Englishmen, or else pe accounted among such ·as 
denied his Majesty's authority." All their replies, therefore, were 
worded in such general terms, and expressed in such cautious 
language, that the Commissioners, after much correspondence, 
anll conferences without number, found, to their infinite mortifica­
tion, that, during the whole period . of their ruidence in tb~ 
country, they had been traveling in a circle, and had arrived at 
last at.the same point from whence they had started, not much 
enlightened by their vexatious and laborious tour. Lou of time 
and labor generally produces a corresponding effect on the temper. 
Irritated at last by the evasions or refusals of the Court. they 
submitted to them the following question : " Do you acknowledge 
the patent, wherein we are appointed, to be of full force to all 
the purposes therein contained ?" To this form of interrogation 
the governor and his council objected! saying they choae rather to 
plead their charter, and the king' a special charge, that they should 
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not be disturbed in ita enjoyment. . This being deemed wholly 
unsatisfactory, they were again called upon for a categorical 
answer ; but they declared it " was cneugh for them to give their 
sense of the rightS granted to them, and that it was beyond their 
line to determine the power, extent, and purpose of his MaJesty's 
CommisSion." Baffled in their attempt to draw them into an 
admission, so fatal to their defense, or into a contumacious denial 
of the royal authority, they determined to apply to them a most 
stringent test, by bringing them to their bar, as a court of appeal. 
They accordillgly summoned them to appear before them, to 
answer to a complaint of a person against whom they had some 
time before pronounced judgment. But they protested agD.inst 
this assumption of power, so inconsistent with thei_r charter, and 
refused to attend. At the time appointed, a· herald sounded his 
trumpet, and read a proclamation, which, after a loag recital of 
their own forbearance during the protracted visit of the Commia­
sioners, and the repeated and frequent invasions they made upon 
their rights, declared, in his Majesty's name, and by the au­
thority committed to them by their patent, that they could not 
consent to their proceedings, and that it was utterly inconaistent 
with their allegiance to suffer any persons so to contravene the 
king's instructions. 

After this they informed the Board of their earnest desire to 
give them evecy satisfaction in their power, and notified them 
that they should forthwith procee(l to hear the cause themselves, 
and desired them to appear and produce their allegations, to 
which every attention shouid be paid. 

This unexpected turn of affairs brought the commission to 
a close in Massachusetts; and the officers composing it,· after 
protesting against the Gener~l Court taking cogni:tance of a 
matter in which they were directly interested, informed them 
that th~y should lose no time in such an undignified contest. 
They were doomed, however, tO suffer still further mortification. 
They had been in the habit, during their residence at Boston, of 
entertaining a social party of friends, on Saturday evening, at the 
hotel where they lodged. This, it appears, was contrary to a 
local Jaw, which required a strict observance. of the afternoon of 
that day, as a portion of the Sabbath. A cqnstable, intmded 
into their room, ordered them, in the king's name, to disperse, 
which caused his immediate ejection from the house. Thi~g 
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that the insult was an intentional one, premeditated and lllg­
geated by the magistrates, and fearing a repetition of the outrage, 
they adjourned to the bouse of a friend, :where they were again 
visited by another bailiff, who, after admonishing them to mend 
their manners, observed, it was fortunate they had not had him 
to deal with, ·as be would assuredly have arrested them all. 
" What," said one of the Commiuionere, " would you have pre­
sumed to lay hands on the king's officers ?" " Certainly," waa 
the reply of the democratic and sanctimonious constable, "I would 
seize the king himself if he were here." Not knowing where 
this conduct might end, they left Mauachusetta on a tour to the 
other New England colonie.s, in which they experienced much 
difficulty, though more obedience and courtesy than at Boston. 

Like all cominiuioners of inquiry that have ever been sent to 
America, they deemed it requisite to prove the neceuity of their 
appointment, by encouraging and graciously recei\<ing 90mplainte 
against the local government, That the charier, which waa 
never designed as a constitution, was too undefined in ita terms, 
and too restricted in its practical operation, and that many 
beneficial reforms were required, was beyond all doubt ; but it 
was equally obvious that respect was due to the ataiion and· 
character of the governor and court of auistanta, to the feelings 
of people of influence and rank in the colony, and to the ministers 
of the gieat body of the population. Mankind are sufficiently 
prone to disobedience to theit superiors ; but when the organs of 
imperial authority lend their countenance and afford · encourage­
ment to the disaffected, every land, whether it be the banen soil 
of New England, or the fertile region -of Canada, will bear a 
plentiful harvest of falseh~, misrepresentation, and dilccinient. 

One of the Commiuioners was captured by 'the Dutch; on his 
return to England, ll.nd lost .all his papers, and another died the 
day he landed .in Bristol ; two acidents, which were seized upon 
by the ministers, with their usual propensity for the marvelous, 
and declared to be the just judgments of God upon those who 
had sought to injure the Lord's elect. Such a signal·interposi­
tion of Providence raised the drooping spirits of those who doubted 
the propriety of the conduct pursued by the General Court, and 
confirmed the obstinacy and increased the spirit of resistance in 
the magistrates and people. The official ·nanative, however, of 
their proceedings reached England in safety; and, as might have 
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beea expected from tbe treatment they had received, was very 
unfavorable. It dieclosed very plainly,•'how systematically the 
Provincials had always pursued their darling object, self-govern­
ment, from their first eettlement to the period of the rebellion in 
England, when they besought Cromwell to bestow abl!olute inde­
pendence ·upon them; and from thence ·to 1he arrival of the Board, 
whose authority they eluded or denied, calling themselves a state, 
a commonwealth, and a people, in contradistinction to a coleny 
and subject.. 

AB soon a11 the reault of their miaaion was known, it occasioned 
great indignation. A Jetter addreued in the name, and by -the 
order of the ki':lg, and countersigned by Secretary Maurice, was 
dispatched to Boston without delay, commanding on their allegi­
auce Mr:- Bellingham, the Governor, and Mr. Hawthorne, the 
Speaker, together with three others, to be chosen by the General 
Court, to proceed forthwith to London, to an11wer the various 
charges which from time to time had aooumulated against them. 
The peremJ!tory tone of the order reqaired their immediate and 
llerions ·attention. The Lt>gislature was convened, and six elders 
mceeBIIively prayed for a blei!Sing on their deliberations, and the 
diecovery of some practicable mode of eecape from their troubles. 

They were indebted to their ingenuity, for what no one else 
but themllelves would have attributed to their· supplications. A 
alight deviation from the truth. effectually answered· their purpose. 
They affected to doubt the authenticity of the letter, as they were 
not familiar .with the signature of the officer by whom it was 
signed, and pronounced it a forgery. They therefore agreed upon 
an answer, in which the genuineneBII of the royal mandate was 
questioned, and excused themselves for !lending ·over agents, 
especi~lly a11 they said the ablest among them could not declare 

. their cause more fully than it had been done already. An ab­
lltract of the debate on this occasion baa been preserved,t and 
exhibits in strong colora their detennincd purpose to resist the 
right of supervision or appeal. A very curious and IIUbtle dis­
tinction was taken between such commands of the king's a11·were 
beneficial to them, and such a8 were not.t It was argued that 
the civil magistrate was a minister of God for the good of the 

• Bee "Hutchluaon'• Hiatory oftbe Coloniea," vol. 111. p . 412. · 
t Bee the Daufortb Papera in vol. xix. Musacbuaetta Hiat. Col. 
t Bee Oob~1letter in note to Hutchinion"• Bi.to,ry, vol. 1. p .. 233. 
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people, and so far as his injunctions tended to their advantage, 
ought to be obeyed ·for conacience sake, but none would say it was 
for the benefit of a colony to send away ita rulers ! 

In the mean time the confederation of Ma8aachusetts, Connecti­
cut, and Plymouth, was again renewed by commiaaionen from 
the respective provinces, who entered into an offensive and. defena­
ive alliance. This conventitm increased the confidence of the 
people in their own strength, by giving unity to their designs, and 
vigor to their conduct. When ,.saembled, they represented a very 
extensive country, and a large population, and naturally encour­
aged each other in struggling for independence, which was their 
motive for settling in America, and. the inheritance they hoped 
to leave to their children. 

A new interest, however, had now sprung up in England, 
adverse to the pretensions of the colonists, that enlisted the people 
on the aide of the king, which it was easy to fortell woUld soOn 
overpower them. The commerce of the American provinces, as 
we have seen, had already been regulated and restrained by Parlia­
ment. It was now considered a proper object for taxation. 
Duties were laid upon certain enumerated articles, whjch were 
to be collected in a n.ew manner. The management of this 
branch of revenue was committed to local officers, to be appointed 
by the commission~ra of the customs in England. The duties o( 
tonnage and poundage had been e~tended to every dominion o( 
the Crown at the Restoration, but this was the first act which 
imposed imposts on the colonies alone (1662), to be regularly 
collected by proyincial revenue .officers. The former acta had 
not only been evaded, but openly disregarded: by the people of 
Boston; and the English merqbanta complained that they traded 
directly to various ports in Europe, and invited foreignei:s to visit 
them; that they supplied the adjoining plantations with the 
produc.tiona of other nations, which ought to be sent to Great 
Britain alone ; that, having thus made Masaaohuaetta the great 
emJiorium for America, the commerce of the kingdom. waa great­
ly prejudiced, the national resources impaired, and the people im­
poverished. They also added, that such abuses would at. once 
destroy the trade of England, and effectually relieve the colonies 
from any sort of dependence on the parent country. The interest 
at stake was ~ vast and too imp(lrtant to be trifled with. The 
governors were therefore commanded, by royal authority,Jo enforce 
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a strict obedience.to the laws of trade. Commissions were trans• 
mitted, empowering.proper persons to administer an oath, framed 
to secure their strict observance. To acld weight to these meas­
ures, it was determined "that no Mediterranean pasaes should be 
granted to New England, to protect its vessels against the Turks, 
till it should bo seen what dependence it would acknowledge. on 
his Majesty, or whether his. custom-house officers should bo re­
ceived as in other colonies." 

In order to counteract the effects of the unfavorable report of 
the Commissioners, and to allay the irritation arising from so 
many grievous complaints, it was deemed advisable by the Gene­
ral Court spontaneously to make some concessions, which, if they 
did not wholly answer their avowed purpose, would at least en· 
able them to p~;ocrastinate awhile longer, and retain the advant· 
age that 'might be offered by time or oppOrtunity. They there­
fore passed an act to punish high treason with death, and another 
requiring all persons above sixteen years of age to take the oath 
of allegiance, on pain of fine and imprisonment; the governor, 
his deputy, and the magistrates, having first taken the same, 
without reservation, in the words• sent them in ~he royal nianaate. 
The king's arms were also .ordered to be carved and put up in 
the Court-house. Randolph, ·who had suffered imprisonment 
with Sir Edmund AndroBB, and had never forgotten or f(Jrgiven 
the injuries then received, had carried to England very exagger­
ated accounts of the wealth and population of MaBBachusetts, and 
now · return~d empowered to administer io the New England 
governor an oath to enforce the acts of trade. In Ma88achusetts 
it was peremptorily refused, on the ground that no such oath 
was required by the c.harter. They, however, enacted one of their 
own on the subject, and voted a pr~nt to the king of some cran· 
berries, a special good samp., as they were designated, and also 
some cod-fish, cured after the manner of the. country. 

They were again admoni11hed by his Majesty, who appears to 
have treated them with great consideration, to send agents to 

• Th.e form of the oath, u previously exiatiog, is ooe o( the 1001& evuive aod 
lodle ever CODitrocted. It il in the follo.wing words : "Whereu I. A. B;, am 
BD inhabitant wi~ilin thia jurisdiction, considering bow I _stand obliged to the 
King's Maje•ty, his heirs and successors, by our charter and the govemmeut 
established thereby, &c., awear, by the great aod dreadful oame bfthe everlut;. 
ing God, that 1 will bear faith and true allegiance to our aovereigo Lord. die 
Kiog, bif heirl aod succetaora. So help mo God." 
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England, with full power to answer for them, and, in. the mean 
time, required their Immediate compliance- with the several in· 
junctions contained in the previous manda~e. Having ao often 
·found safety in delay, they persevered in this system of procrasti· 
nation, alleging as an excuse, the dangers of the sea, ~he agent 
for Connecticut havi.iig been recently captured by the Algerines, 
and tbe heavy debt of the colony, which made it almost incapa· 
ble of the expense. At last, however. the orders were repeated, 
in such a peremptory manner, that eompliance eonJd no loager be 
deferred, and they were accordingly appointed, but strictly com· 
manded not to .do or consent to any thing th~t should violate or. 
infringe the liberties and privileges granted by the charter, or the 
government established by its authority. · 

It was difficult to submit to the laws of trade on two groundll: 
first, they interfered with the growth and prosperity of Boston ; 
and secondly, being acts of a foreign power, they could not well 
be acknowledged without admitting the authority that made 
them. The kini, finding that nothing effectual was done to 
suppress these irregularities, deemed it necessary to sen<l over a 
custom-house officer with a suitable commission for executing his 
impartant and delicate task. He was furnished with letters both 
mandatory and introductory to the local government, and intlu· 
entia! inhabitants, to support; aid, and countenance him in his 
office. · It required a man of no ordinary nerve to attempt to 
carry out such instructions, in defiance of 11. whole community. 
Such a person, however, was Randolph, who wil.s selected for the 
purpose. 

Against this appointment the Lords of the Committee of Col· 
onies very properly remonstrated. They reported to his Majesty, 
"that no good was to be expected from the single· endebor of 
one man, till by a general reformation of abuses, New. England 
is reduced to such dependence ali is yielded by the other col· 
onies." 

They also suggested that the only effectual remedy, "was a 
governor wholly supported by the king." The wisdom of this 
reeommendation is evinced by the whole subsequent history of 
the British possessions . in America. Had it been acted upon, it 
wonJd h~~ove saved innumerable disputes and embarrassinents; 
but like all the advice offered to that monarch, it was received. 
approved, and forgotten. 
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As 110011 as Randolph laaded, he was regarded &f a spy and an 
enemy, and was not only received with coldness, but enooiiDtered 
obstruction and insult, both from the govenament awl the people. 
He was not altogether unprepared. for the result, for. he had ~ 
Yioualy been infonned ·by the governor, Mr. Leverett, in plain 
language, that he did not acknowledge the authority of. Parlill-
ment. . . 

" I called his attention," says the collectot> in his report, " to 
the fact that sev~ vessels had arrived from Spain, France, 
Straights, Canaries, and other parts of Ewope; oeotrary .to.bil 
Majesty's laws for encouraging navigatiea, and regulatiag the 
trade of the plantations. He. freely declared to me, that the 
laws made by your Majesty and your . Parliament oblige them in 
nothing; but what oonsiats with the interest of that colony; that: 
the . legislative power is, and abides in them solely w IL!'t and 
make la,ws by virtue of the charter; that all matters in differ­
ence are to . be 09nducted by their final determination without 
appeal, and that. you ought not to retrench their liberties, but 
may enlarge them if you please ; and said that your Majesty 
could do no less than let them enjoy their rights and trade, they 
having upo_n their own charge, .and without any contribution 
from the Crown, made ao large a plantation in the wildern!"'B." 
, In a.ddition to the odium reaulting from enforcing laws ao re­
pugnant to the prejudices and interests of the people, Randolph 
waa also reeeived with great dislike as an Epiacopalian, a corre­
spondent of the Bishop of London, and the avowed adv<icate for 
the settlement of a clergyman of the Established Church in · Boa­
ton. No Englishman was ever hated . and dreaded as. much as 
Randolph (whom they called their evil genius), for he was reso­
lute, persevering, well-informed, and devoted to·the cause of the 
king, and what he, esteemed to be the rights of England. • But 
what can one man do when the governor, the council, the aa­
aembly, the judges, the jury, and the mob, are.all opposed to 
him, his office, and hia claims ? He returned to London to ex­
hibit another inatance in his own person of the utter inutility of 
attempting to enforc& obedience in a colony, that ia Yirtually 
independent, without a tot!IJ alterat,ion in th~ ·-atructqre of ita 
government, or the aid of a military force. His personal and 

• J;le made eight VO)'&gM to EoglaDd in Dille yean. 
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official influence was such, that to anticipate his complaints they 
voluntarily made some partial concessions. They p11.S8ed an act, 
giving authenticity and effica.Cy to many of the navigation laws, 
thereby adopting them as their own, ~n preference to admitting 
their validity. The governor took the oath of office extracted 
from- the English-statutes, and rendered· necessary by their own. 
They modified their J ewisb code of jurisprudence, and enrolled 
the commission of the obnoxious officer. · 

These oompliances induced his Majesty to try them a little 
longer, and the collector was sent out, contrary to his own opin­
ion, to make, another attempt to discharge his duty, and foqnd, 
as he expected, that, notwithstanding all their professions, their 
conduct and their principles were unchanged. Immediately on 
hi11 arrival, he addressed a ·letter to the governor, demanding the 
final resolution of the court, whether it would -admit his oommia­
sion to be in force or not, that he might kpow how to depart him­
self. Of this communication they took no notice whatever, under 
the impression that a reply might ·hereafter rise up in judgment 
against them ; but they thought that an exhibition of contempt 
for him and his embarraBBments was quite compatible with pru­
tlenee, for it must be felt to be appreciated, and is incapable of 
description. They maintained silence, however, no longer than 
was neceBSary to avoid committing themselves. He was soon 
given to understand what he bad to expect at their haJlds. 
Finding he could obtain no reply, be ~t up a notice on the town­
bouse, informing the public of his commiBBion as collector of cus­
toms, that be had opened an office for that purpose, and required 
all persons interested to comply with the prescribed forms. The 
court immediately ordered the marshal to remove the presump­
tuous advertisement, and adopted other measuses that .effE~ctually 
defeated all his attempts to exercise his delegated authority. If 
he prosecuted for a penalty, be was compelled to lodge caution­
money to respond the costs ; and if it came to trial, he either lost 
his cause and his deposit, or the penalty was .claimed by the local 
government. 

Every body was against him. Strange rumors reached him 
that were not to be disregarded. His life was threatened. He 
knew his men ; be felt that they were capable of any acts of 
violence, when they thought their rights infringed, and that their 
penal laws were neither obsolete nor dormant, but executed with 
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a vigor and aev~rity wholly unrestrained by considerations of 
mercy, or fear of consequences. He was given to understand, if 
he persevered in seizing vessels, and embarraBBing their trade, he 
should be apprehended, tried, convicted, and executed, pnder a 
local statute, that made any attempt to subvert their chartered 
liberties· a capital offense. He was, therefore, under the neces­
sity of once more withdrawing to England, where be exhibited 
seven form~l articles of high misdemeanors against' the General 
Court. ·They were brief, perspicuous, and capable of proof, and 
carried conviction on the face of them. The king's patience waa 
exhausted ; be threatened them, it they did not immediately send 
agents duly authorized to act and submit to them, a quo war· 
ranto should issue immediately. It was not now the complaint 
of Randolph alone that they had ·to answer, but the remon· 
atran.ces of the whole mercantile and manufacturing interests of 
the kingdom. The just displeasure of an offended monarch, and 
the well-founded fears of English statesmen that America'waa 
aiming at independence, required the exercise of all their ingenu­
ity and addreBB. Two delegates were sent to England, commii­
sioned, as usual, "to avoid or delay,'' to obtain what they could, 
but to make no conceBBions. 

It was a time of general gloom in the colony. The king'a 
power was increasing in England. He was carrying on a suc­
cessful war against charters: even London bad lost hers, and bow 
could they suppose they were to escape ? Every thing seemed to 
conspire against t}leril. They were at last somewhat divided in 
opinion among themselves, whether it would not be better to 
yield; and their unity, in which had consisted .their strength, 
Wtut shaken. Could it be a judgment from Heaven upon them 
for their offenses 1 Could their :recent toleration of sectaries have 
drawn down on their heads judicial punishment? They were 
the chosen people of the· Lord. In giving way to the wishes of 
a prelatic king, by adopting human laws instead of those of 
Moses, which they bad lately so impiously repealed, it was pos­
sible that disobedience might have deserved and received chaa­
tisement. 

Something very remarkable, it was generally believed, waa 
about to take place, for the air was filled with strange sounds, 
and the darkneBB illuminated with. wondrous lights. Two enor­
mous comets bad traversed the heavens, and carried terror into 
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every heart, aa they were the sure and certain forerunners of 
calamities to fallen, sinful man. Two of the largest .firea ever 
then. known in North Americ~. had nearly consumed &ston ; 
the first destroying forty-five houses, beside J:lUI}lerous large .stores, 
and, what showed the Divine vengeance of the devouring flame 
more than all, a meeting-kou$e; the secqnd burning up more 
than eighty dwellings ~d seventy warehouses, with several ves­
sela and their Ca.rgoea. 

A syaod "'aa ()alled, of ~ll the clergy in Maasach~tts. It 
waa an unu111al occasioD, aad .the prayers .of the whole body were 
n~. The preachers proved, to the entire satisfaction of the 
people, that they could expect no bleuing if they continued to 
allow the Lord'a heritage to be invaded by pwlacy and dissent. 
or relinquish the prj vi leges of His elect. The drooping apirl.ts of 
the people revived, and they expressed their determination to 
stand or fall by thei1 charter, and to make no surrender. . 

On the arrival of the agents in England, it waa found that 
their inatructions did not contain sufficient authority to enable 
them to treat on behalf of the colony. Th8f were ordered to 
procure more comprehensive powers, but the General Court re­
fused to eolarg!l them. Their mi sion waa ~bus brought to a 
close, and a qtW warranto issued in the usual form, for the pur­
pose of puttin,J an end to the charter. 

Hitherto, the local government had depended upon their allies, 
the Liberals. The connection had always been· one of conven­
ienoe rather than regard, for they mutually despised each other. 
The Provincials cealeaced with that party, because they bad a 
more republican tendency than the Tories, and courted the sup­
port of the enemies of the Church ; but they loathed, t~eir profli­
gacy, their disregard of all principle,,and their readiness to sacri­
fice patriotism for place, and consistency for the emoluments of 
office. On the other hand, the Liberals knew the importance of 
10 large and influential a Qody aa the Sectarians, and were well 
skilled. in inflaming their passions, pandering to their prejudices, 
and rendering their discontent and their Union subservient to their 
own schemes of ambition. But while they used them, they ridi­
culed them ; and their. ignorant zeal, hypocritical pretensions, and 
extravagant language of cant. afforded them inexhaustible eub­
jects for satire. It waa an age when the leaders of the two ex­
tremes of sanctimonioDS and dissolute modes found their greatest 
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safety in embracing each other. Knowing that the Liberals 
were always venal, and having succeeded in seducing the clerks 
of the public offices (if there can be seduction where there is no 
virtue), and kept them. on pay . to betray their trusts, they- were 
always constantly and accurately informed of the secrets· of State, 
and furnished with copies of. all Minutes of Council, memorial!!, 
or complaints, a1fecting their ·interests, as well as the names of 
those .members that voted for or against them. · 

They ;now conceived the ·plan of eoncentrating their gratuities 
and tempting the cupidity of the king, and most unblushingly 
offered him a ·bril>e of two thousand gaineas.• · ·His thoughtlCSB 
diasipation, lavish profusion, and unquenchable thirst for means 
to gratify his extravagant habits, were well calculated to lower 
himself and his monrchy to the level of republieafts. The agents 
did not underrate his honor, but they overvalued their own. dex­
terity. Had it been delicately managed-tor he was· fastidious 
in his appetites-it is to be feared · be would have had as little 
virtue to resist, as they had honesty to offer the temptation ; but 
the coarseness of the execution, .if pouible, surpasSed the baaenesa 
of the design, and it failed of success as ·muGh on account of its 
grossness, as its immorality. 

It was a great mortification to both. - The king eolieeilled hia 

• The proof• of these chargee are ahond1111t. The tollowlng will aulllce: 
" From the Clerks of the Privy Coyncil, who were retained on treacherou 

pay, they procured the strictest infornuition, and even the State papen. Per­
fectly acquainted by this meaDe with ·Europe1111 aifain, the ruling men at Boa· 
too were allle to draw every advantage from di1tractions, either to act with 
moderation or firmneiS."-Chlm. Col. vol. I . p . 129. [Chelmus held the impor­
tant office' of Head Clerk to the Committee of the Privy Council, 1111d ia therefore 
good aafllority] . • · ' · 

"Having long corrupted his' servants, they now attempted to bribe himself by . 
1111 olfer' of two thousand guioeu.''-Chlm. Col. vol. I. p. 133. " Massachuaettl 
wu wnting to bribe ,the Monarch into clemency toward ita libertiea.''-'Ban. 
Hilt. vol. u. p. -123 .. "Cranfield advised tendering two thousand gufueu for the 
king's private service. The Court agreed to the proposal, 1111d showed him the 
letter they had written to their agent thereon .''-Hutck. Hut. vol. 1. p . 337. 

" MoJo~ Thompson would make better use of your fonda for your advantage. 
His employment in the East India COmp1111y gives him frequent access to Court, 
where he· hath opportunity to give a feeling to such dlasses .of th·e Council a1 

may aerve you with true intelligence. They have peen there two years raisins 
money upon the poor inhabitants to make friends at Court. Certainly they have 
10me there too nigh the Council Chamber, otherwise they could not have copie1 
of my petition against the Government, my articles of high misdemeiUIOI'II, and 
now or Cr~~~~field'a instructiona.''-Letter of Randolph to Clarendon, June Ht4, 
1682. . 

F 
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chagrin under a well-turned point. He said the PuritiUIJI were 
unrelenting foes, they had deprived his sainted father of his life, 
and now they would rob him of what he prized more highly, hie 
honor. The agents were covered with shame, and were . pointed 
at wherever they went as hypocrites, who had the depravity of 
courtiers, without their practical adroitness, or polished manner to 
conceal it. • They returned aa soon aa poesible to Boston from 
their fruitless miuion, and arrived on the· 23d of October, and the 
same week were followed by the indefatigable Randolph, with 
the quo warranto. · 

At the same time his Majesty made one effort more to bring thU. 
protracted contest to an end, and condescended again to entreat 
them to submit, promising at the same time tO make as few alter­
ations in their patent as poBBible, consistently with the support of a 
royal goverJ1.111ent ... In this desperate situation the question was de­
bated, both in. tlu~ yeneral Court, and among the inhabitants at 
large, whether it were better to make ample submiuion to the king, 
or suffer matters to take their course. The Govemroent, however, 
and the people, true to the principles they had ever professed, de­
termined it was better to die by the hands Qf others, than to com­
mit a suicidal act -themselves, by surrendering a. charter, under 
which they had, for a period of fifty years, enjoyed internal and 
external independence. The General Court assembled and de­
bated the subject for a fortnight. The upper branch was divided 
in opinion; but moderate counsels pre\'&iled, artd the majority 
p&BBed a resolution not to contend with his Majesty at law, but 
rather -throw themselves on his mercy, and to send agents tore­
ceive the royal commands~ This vote was sent to the Chamber 
of Deputies, according to the usual form, for ,their eoncurrence.t 

• Trbly, air, if you could aee bow we are ridicaled by our beat friend. at Court, 
it woald grieve you.-Dudley'• Letter to BrfiiUtrcet, February, 1682. 

t The vote was u followa: "The magiatratea'bave voted that an humble ad­
dreiS be aent to hia .Majesty by this ship, declaiing that, upon a serious coosid· 
oration of hia .Majesty' a gracioua intimatiooa, in ~ former !etten, and more par­
ticularly in billate declaration, that bis pleasure and purpose ia only to regulaa 
our charter in such a manner u shall be for his aervic,, and tho good of this hia 
colony, and without any other alteration than what is necessary for the aopport 
of his government here ; we will not preaume to contend with bil .Majeaty in 
a court of law, but humbly lay oorselvea at hia .Majesty'• f~et, in. a aobmiaaion 
to hia pleasure 10 decla~ed, and that we have resolved by the next opportunity 
to aend our agents, empowered to receive hia Majesty's oommanda accordingly. 
And, 10r aaving a default of 11011-appe·arance upon the return of the writ of '1"0 
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The clergy took the alarm and effectually prevented·its ~ 
through the lower house. lt was the last time they were ever 
able to exert the same influence. • 

The arguments on this occasion (though not in the shape of 
modem reports) are preserved in the valuable and interesting 
collection of the Massachusetts Historical Society: the substance 
I find elsewhere thus condensed. Ought the government of 
Massachusetts (thus·it was argued) I!Ub!Dit to the pleasure of the 
Court, as to alteration of their charter 1 Submiuion would be an 
offense against the Majesty of Heaven. Thereligiolt,oftke people 
of New England, and the Court's pleasure can not consist to­
gether. By submission. Massachusetts will gain nothing. The 
Court designs an essential alteration, destructive to the vitals of 
the charter. The corporations in England that have made an 
entire resignation, have no advantage over those who have stood 
a suit in law. But if we mail$l.in a suit, t\lough we should be 
condemned, we may bring the matter to Chancery or to Parlia­
ment, and in time recover all again. We ought not to act con­
trary to that way in which God hath owned our worthy prede­
cessors, who in 1638, when there was a quo warranto against 
the charter durst not submit. In 1664 tht11 did not submit to 
the Commiuioners. We, th.eir succeasors, should walk in their 
steps, and so trust in the God of our fathers, that we shall see 
His salvation. Submission would gratify our adversaries, and 
grieve our friends. Our enemies know that it will sound ill in 
the world, for them to take away the. liberties of a. poor people of 
God in a wilderness. A resignation will bring slavery upon us 
1100ner than it otherwise would be, and W.ill grieve our friends in 
other colonies, whose eyes are now upon New England, expecting 
that the people there will not through fear give a pernicious ex­
ample unto others. Blind. obedience to the pleasure of the Court, 
can not be without great sin, and incurring the high displeasure· 
of the King of Kings ; submiuion would be contrary unto that 

' 
tDarran.to, that some meet person or persona be appointed and empowered, by 
letter of llttomey, to appear and make a defense, until our agents may make 
their appearance and submiaaion u above. The magistrates have pueed tbia 
with reference to the conaent of \heir brethren and the deputies hereto. 

"EDWARD RAWSoN, Secretary." 
" "The clergy turned the scale for the lut time. The balance which they 

had held from the begilmiDg, they were allowed &o retain nil longer." -Htltdflt. -
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which has been the unanimous advice of the ministen, given aftet 
a ·solemn ·day of prayer. The ministen of God in New England 
have more of the spirit of John the Baptist in them, than now, 
when a storm bath ove~ken them, to l?e reeds shaken with the 
wind. The Priests were to·be the fint that set their feet in the 
waten, and there to stand till the danger be past ; oT all men 
they should be an example to the Lord1s people of faith, conrag~ 
and eonstancy. Unquestionably if the blessed Cotton, Hooker, 
Davenport, Shepherd, and Mitchell, were now Jiving, they would, 
as is evident from their printed books, say, • Do not sin in giving 
away the inheritance of your fathers.' 

''Nor 'ought we to. submit witho.ut the consent of the body 
of the people. But the freemen and Church memben through· 
out New England will never consent hereunto. Therefore, the 
GOvernment may not do it. The civil liberties of New En~ 
gland are part of the inheritance. of their fathers, and shall we 
give that inheritance away? Better suffer than sin. It is bet­
ter to trust the God of our ·fathen, than to put confidence in 
princes. If we suffer because we dare . not eomply . with the 
wills of men, against the will of God, we suffer in a good cause, 
and shall be accounted martyrs in the next generation, and at 
the Great Day." The vote was- finally sent back with the 
following decision. "'l'he Deputies consent not." 

The proprieton resident in England, with one exception only, 
ashamed of conduct they could .not justify, disclaimed the usurp­
ation. Craddock, their former governor, after some little show 
of deference, sufierell a default to be entered, and the rest of the 
patentees stood outlawed. The General Court, consistent to 
the last, made one more attempt at delay and supplication. In 
an address, JDDSt humble in language, but firm in purpose, they 
excused themselves from sending home the cha$r, on pretense 
that judgement had been passed against it, upon a quo waf'· 
'Tanto, and declared if they had been duly notified, no doubt they 
could ·have put in a sufficient plea to it; that if they should 
transmit it, they would be looked upon as runagates and out­
laws; that the common people would think that his Majesty had 
cast them off; and that they would for their safety confederate 
themselves uiuler a new · gooernment, whick would be of dan­
gerous example to other plantations. 

" We do not question your proceedings," they said, in conclu-
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aion, "we only desire to. open ~ur griefs. where . the remedy ia to 
be expected, and we a,re told to renew our humble supplication 
to your Lordships, that we may be suflered to live here in this' 
. wildeme88, and that this poor plantation, which hath found more 
favor with God th~ many others, may not find le88 favor with 
the King." A semi-official reply was returned by the Lords 
Commi88ioilers through the JRedium of Mr. Craddock. They 
again called upon the corporation to send home the charter ; 
and, as an earnest of their benevolent designs, authorized its 
present Government to continue until a new patent should-pass 
the seals. . 

In· ~ddition to this memorial, they availed themselves of the 
want of a formal service of the order, and accordingly voted to 
take no notice of it; "for," said the memberi in their debates, 
'.' it is un~jjicial. and the Lords Commissioners can not proceed 
upon it, since they can obtain no proof that it was delivered to 
the Governor ;" an,d, the bettel' to insure this result, they direct­
ed Mr. Craddock's agent, when pe ag!lin wrote to hia principal, 
not to mention the receipt of his last letter. But this technical 
objection availed not, and a judgment was entered -on the quo 
warranto, in Trinity Term, 16S4, a copy of which reached 
Boston on the 3d day of J11ly, 1686, and put an end to the 
ancient Government of Massachusetts. 
Thu~ fell the fi~st American Republic, after an existence 

of more than fifty years ; "but with i~" saya a diatinguished 
11uthor,* "fell not the habits nor the principles which the settle­
!Rent of . the c~untry had engendered. These were_ for a time 
slightly hidden in its fall, but soon sprang up again, more deeply­
rooted· .and renovated with permanent strength ; nor have they 
ceased . to flourish, ti_ll, in their turn, they have overrun, and 
probably forever, buried every ·germ of royal authority in that 
republican soil." 
I~ is not my" object to aniiDtldvert. on the conduct of the first 

settlers of Massachusetts, · but to record so much of their history 
as is nece88ary to establish the proposition I set out with, namely, 
that America9 democracy does not owe its origin to the revolution, 
and to the great statesmen that framed the Federal Constitution ; 
but that it eXisted in the ®untry ftom the earliest period, and 

• Nioot. 
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that a republic de facto was founded at Boston, in 1630, which 
subsisted in full force and vigor for more than half a century. 
After the narration contained in these pages of its rise, progress, 
and terminati(>n, l think no one can entertain a doubt that the 
independence of the States confeln'd little or nothing on Massa· 
chusetts that she did not enjoy under her first charter, unleBB it 
be an exemption from the restrict~ons on her trade, imposed by 
the navigation laws. Her internal sovereignty indeed was more 
complete than it is now, for all the delegated powers given to 
CongreBB, the National Judicatory, and other federal institutions, 
is so much withdrawn from what she then posseBSed and retained 
in her own bands. 

It is not my province to subject the pretensions of this people 
to the ordeal of criticism. If it were, however, it would be found 
that though the means used for their. defense were not always 
such as could be approved, there is much to admire in their his­
tory. Having removed the charter to America, and boldly 
usurped the power of independent self-government, that act must 
be carefully distinguished .from the rest of their conduct, and 
aeparately considered with reference to its legality or morality. 
Their subsequent defense, of what they conceived to have been 
their chartered pt:ivileges, was always skillful and persevering, 
and often manly. It would be unfair to view them through the 
medium of loyalist prepoBBeBsions. They were not rebels, for they 
did not profeu to be slfbjects. And be it remembered the dis­
tinction they took between local and general iulegiance ha.s the 
authority of high names to sanction it. They wero not at that 
time so much endeavoring to sever the connection with Eqgland, 
as to protect themselves from aggression. If they were intolerant, 
it was the vice of the age. If their negotiations with the parent 
country, through the instrumentality of their agents, were some­
times deficient ill frankness and sincerity, they are qualities 
which have never been ascribed to diplomacy, and there is no 
reason to charge them exc1usively with faults, from which, un­
happily, no people were ever exempt. Nothing could be more 
natural, nothing more plausible, and, I might almost say, nothing 
more reaionabld, than their claim to the territory they inhabited. 
Unlike other- colonists of modern times, they bad not received 
any thing from England that demanded their gratitude. They 
made the province themselvee. It is cultivation and population 
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alone that stamp a value on land. The cold, barren, and inhos­
pitable country comprised within their grant, was scarcely worthy 
of acceptance, certainly not of purchase, at the date ot their 
patent. The fostering hand of the parent state was never extend· 
ed to them. They cleared the interminable forests, they resisted 
the assaults of the savages, and the encroachments of the French. 
They built up their villages, extended their settlements, erected 
their fortifications, founded their schools, supported their clergy, 
and established and maintained the government, not only without 
the aid of England, but under many discouragements, and in the 
face of opposition. ; 

The annals of colonization may be searched in vain for an effort 
so distinguished for courage, industry, perseverance, frugality, and 
intelligence. Their descendmts have reason to be proud of the im­
perishable monument their· ancestors thus erected, in the great 
American wilderness, of their own fame. Is it then to be wondered 
at, if they loved so dearly, and defended so strongly, a possession 
so peculiarly their own? a·nd must we not in fairness admit, if 
they called sophistry in aid of their claim to independence, that 
England, to maintain her title by discovery, had not in reality 
much better or sounder grounds to proceed upon. The right of 
Europeans to America will not bear a very close investigation, 
but the pioneers who settled it, under the circumstances I have 
mentioned, might well be excused, if they thought their preten­
sions quite equal to those who had first sailed along the coast, and 
called it their own. · 

Their faults we~ engendered by the ilge in which they lived, 
their seclusion from the world, the severity of their morals, and 
the. confut!ed and 'imperfect knowle~ge they had of the relative 
obligation of the Old and New Testament; and a8 it would be 
manifestly unjust ~o omit th01!6 circumstances that palliated or 
accounted for their conduct, so, on the other hand, the narrative 
would, be equally incomplete if no mention ·were made of their 
glaring inconsistencies. By quitting the reformed and pristine 
Qhurch of England to which they belon~d, they gave up fixed 
principles for the unsettled license of that unmeaning term, 
Protestantism, and decent and necessary ceremonies, for an ex· 
emption from all orders and established observances. They 
measured what they were by what they were not ; and, as they 
Jl'"">te&ted against the errors of PoPery, very complacently assumed 
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that tQe wht;~le Roman Church was a vast and complicated error, 
and that whatever she did not believe, pr3.Rtice, or enforce-and 
that only......,. was pri~itive. In their pious horror of its unauthor­
ized assumptions, they adopt~d a system that consisted of nothing 
else but human inventions. They resisted a prelate with disdain, 
for the Pope was a bishop. They suppressed confirmation, trans­
ferred ordination to the brethren, and marriage to the civil magis­
trate ; and, as prelatic clergy bowed in reverence, and kneeled in 
supplication, they abolished both .as superstitions, and voted to 
stand up boldly before their Mak~r. and plead guilty or not guilty 
like men: They did not th~k it scriptural to call the Apostlt111 
saints, who wer:e unlettered men like Congreg~~io~alists (with no 
other possible advantage but the accidental one of being inapired), 
but they thought it by no means superstitious to appropriate the 
designation to themselves, or to 'regard old women as witches, 
and consistent with religion to execute them. They denied the 
authority of the General Co~ncil, composed of iearned d\vines, but 
they established synods, consisting of men who compensated for 
their want of erudition by their superior gifts of extemporaneous 
preaching. They maintained the right of private judgment in 
religion·, but they hanged Quakers ; for it was. manifest that they 
who differed from them had no judgment whatever. Determined 
to limit the authority of the clergy, they elected and ordained 
them themselves, and gave them to understand that the same 
power that made could discharge them. They then, with singu­
lar inconsistency, invested them with privileges that made them 
infinitely more despotic than those of any Church in the· world. 
They emigrated, they: said, to avoid persecution. - More than fifty 
yeani elapSed before the Church of England could compel . the~ 
to be tolerant. The fact tht religious liberty was forced upon 
them by her efforts, is a triumphant answer to th; calumnies thai 
have been so liberally heaped upon her by sectarians and Roman­
ists, at home and abroad. 

This is the natural effect of schism. But the blame belongs 
not to the Puritans of Massachusetts more than to others. Dis­
sent has no ·resting-place. There are' regions 'yet unexplored, 
where the adventurers who are in advance ()f their nation, and 
dwell on the borders of Civilizaiion, may push their discovery, and, 
like the Mormons, enjoy the revelation of prophets of their own. 

Although we must now take leave of ihese republican colonists, 

Digitized by Googl e 



THE ENGLISH IN AMERICA. 129 

we shall still continue their history during the interval that 
elapsed before the arrival of the new charter, when it will be a 
more agreeable duty to examine the institutions they planted in 
the country, the beneficial effects of which are still felt and ac­
knowledged throughout, the United· States. I shall next give a 
brief view of the condition of t~e other provinces at this period, 
which forms a great epoch in the history of the country, and after­
ward trace the progreu of democracy in this continent during the 
existence of the royal governmep.t, until it attained . that strength 
and maturity that enabled it boldly to, &asert, and manfully 
achieve, its absolute independen~. 

~ 
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CHAPTER I. 
lndiguation and Grief of the Colonists at the Loe1 of their Clwte~Deatb of 

Charlea 11.-Acceeaioo of Jamea II.-Appreheneiona of having Colonel Kirke 
. u Governer-Some Account of him-Mr. Dndley appointed Pre1ident, who, 

with the Aaaiatance of 1ix Councilor., undertakea the Government-Proteet 
of the Magiatratea aguinat the 8opprea1ion of the Legislature-Unpopularity 
of the Preaident-Deacription of the Territo!)' within hia Juriadiction-:-Some 
Account of Maine and Now Hampshire, and the Intrigues of Muaacibu1etta to 
extend ita Authority over them-Desire of Charlea IL to confer the imner on 
the Doke of Monmouth, and to eatahliah a Royal Government in the Latte~ 
Both comprehended within the Commiaaioo of Preeident Dudley-Character 
of his Adminiatration. 

WE have seen in the foregoing chapters bow constantly this 
people asserted and maintained their independence from the day 
they fimt landed in the colony until the charter was revoked. 
The l011 of their liberty filled them with grief, and indignation. 
They had always dreaded interference, and had hitherto resisted 
or evaded every attempt of the king, the Parliament, or the 
hierarohy to control them. This continued watchfulne•, and 
anxious jealousy, bad infused into their minds suspicion of the 
designs, and distrust of the good faith of England ; but the lOBS 
of their pa.tent inspired feelings of hatred for what they called the 
wan tonne• of invasion, and of revenge for the . humiliation of 
def~t. Unable to defend themselves, they were compelled to 
yield to superior power; but if they could not openly contend, 
they could at least hara•. If they could not recover the country 
they had cleared and planted, they felt they could make it an UD· 

comfortable abode for their victors. In the· age in which they 
lived, they knew they must have SO}De form of constitutional 
government, and 110me fundamental rigbti cenceded to them, and 
that the exercise of those privileges in a spirit of bitterness and 
uncompromising obstinacy must necessarily embarraBB any ad­
ministration, and render the p088ession of the colony as uaele88 to 
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the English, !l8 their presence and interference was diatasteful to 
them. 

Thua the republicaniam of America may be traced to ita firat 
tettlement, but the intense hatred of the Imperiill Government, 
that gave atability and strength .to the anti-monarchical prineiplea, 
and finally led to the overthro.w of British rule, muat be dated in 

~ 1684 (the period when they lost their charter). It "ia not easy, 
at this distance of time, for penon& practically unacquainted with 
the untiring zeal, the malignant revenge, intrepid courage, and 
martyr spirit of fanaticism, to comprehend the full force of the 
rage and disaffection with which the Provincials were maddened 
at the overthrow of their little sovereignty. The revocation by 
Charles II. of the patent of Maasachusettl was the first step 
taken in a great scheme of reform he had conceived for the trans­
atlantic plantations. The inconsiderate manner in which he had 
disposed of a large portion of his American territory, the little 
control he had reserved to himself in the charters be had given 
to ·several colonies, and the difficulty he found in enforcing obedi· 
ence to the laws of trade, as well as the increasing growth of 
democracy among the people, admonished him that they all re­
quired remodeling. By commencing with the most refractory, 
he gave warning to the others, that he had at last become sen­
sible of the error of his past inconsistenciea, and was resolved on 
vigorous conduct for the future. ·He died before he could put 
any of his plans into execution, and the task devolved upon his 
brother, James II. ' 

The first measure of the new monarch was to make a tem­
porary provision for the government of Massachusetts, in order 
to give him time to mature :and arrange the detailt of a 'com· 
prehensive system of colonial policy. Hia very name inspired 
terror and dislike into the minds of the nonconformists. 'l'heir 
fears derived additional intensity from a rumor that reached 
them, that the noted and detestable Colonel Kirke was to be 
imposed upon them as governor. To receive a stranger at all in 
that capacity from the hands of others, when they bad been in 
the habit of filling the office 'by election themselves, was an in­
toler~~:ble grievance, but 'to sulimit to a man who was only known 
for his atrocious butcheries, required a Christian meekness for 
which they could find heither example nor authority in Puritan· 
ism. 
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Kirke W&l! a l!j)ldier f)f fortune, who bad long aerved at Tan­
giers, and bad contracted, f'rom his intercourse with the Moore, 
a taste for executions that .astonished and alarmed the inhabit­
ants of England. Af'ter the defeat .of Monmouth, he gratified 
his appetite for blood at the expense of the unfortunate and mis­
guided prisoners. At bill first entry into Bridgewater. he hanged 
nineteen prisoners without · the least inquiry into the merits of 
their case. As if to )llake sport with death, he ordered a certain 
number to be executed, while he and his company should drink 
to the health of the king, or the queen, .or that of the Chief 
Justice Jeffreys. Observing their feet to quiver in the agonies 
of death, he said he would give them music to their dancing, and 
immediately ordered the drums to beat, and · the trumpets to 
sound. By way of experiment, he ordered one man to be hung 
up three times; questioning him at each interval, whether he 
repented of his crime ; but the prisoner obstinately asserting, that 
notwithstanding the past, he still would wiliingly engage in the 
same cause, Kirke ordered hiQl to be hung in chains. All tfie 
inhabitants of the adjoining county, innocent as well as guilty, 
were exposed to the ravages of this barbarian. The soldiery 
were let loose to live at free quarters; and his own regiment, 
instructed, by his example, distinguished themselves .in a particu­
lar manner by their outrages. By way of pleasantry, he used to 
call them his lambs, an appellation which was long remembered 
with horror in the west of England. • 

It was some consolation to them to find that instead of this 
monster, Mr. Dudley, a native of the colony, who, though now 
unpopular, had once enjoyed the co.nfide!}ce of the people, and 
served a!l their agent in England, had been appointed president, 
and several members of the Upper House as' councilors. This 
act relieved their apprehensions, and quieted their fears, but it 
did not, as it was supposed, win their affection. They were 
pacified from time to tim~; but never conciliated. . They sighed 
for their past independence, atid moaned ever their lost. republic. 
They submitted to the English as their masters, but ever evinced 
a sullen discontent, a refractory ,stubbornness, and an intractable 
disposition. . Mr. Dudley was strongly urged not to accept the 
office, for he who receives a del,egated commission, and acts upon 
it, tacitly but assuredly admits the right of the granter. Even 

" These particulars are extracted from Hume. 
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IUa councilon joined in these expoatulations, and the court made 
the following protest : 

"GENTL~N-We have perused w~at. you left with us, as a 
true copy of hja Majesty's commission, showed to 1,11 the 17th 
instant, empoweJing you fur the governing of his Majesty's sub­
jects inh!Lbiting this colony, and other places therein mentioned. 
You then applied to us, not a(! a G:overnor and a company, but 
(as you were pleased to tenn us), some of the principal gentlemeu 
and chief inhabitants of the several towns of Massachusetts ; 
among other discou~, saying it concerned us to consider what there­
in might be though\ hard and uneasy. Upon perusal whereof 
we find as we conceive : 1st. That there is no deteiminate rule 
for your administration of justice; and that ~hich is seems to be 
too arbitrary. 2d. That the subjects are abridged of their liberty 
as E1:1glisbmen, both in the matters of legislation, and in laying 
of taxes ; and indeed the whole unquestioned privilege of the 
subject transferred upon yourselves, there not ~ing the ]east 
mention of an assembly in the commission, and therefore we 
think it highly concerns you to consider whether such a commis­
sion be safe for you or us ; but if you are so satisfied therein as 
that you hold yourselves obliged thereby, and to take upon you 
the government of this people, although we can not give our 
assent thereto,' yet we hope we shall demean ourselves as true 
and loyal subjects to hie Majesty, and humbly make our add~ 
unto God, an.d in due time to our gracious Prince for our relief. 

.. .Ya.Y 20, 1686." . ' 

It 'Was known that the commissioJ:l was a temporary expedient 
to give legal sanction to the proceedings of the Governmen,t; u~til 
a. fqrm o.fconstitution could be agreed upon; but the acceptance 
of it by Mr. Dudley was considered an act of treachery, if not of 
treason to his country, and was punished ..accordingly . by the 
total and irretrievable loss of his popularity • and influence, and 
by the sleepless watchfulness of his offended countrymen, who lost 
no opportunity during the remain.der of his life, either ot damag­
ing his reputation, or thwarting his advancement.t 

• An abetl'act of tbe commission may be found in vol. v. Hiat. Colt. oflrfau., 
Uld in Belknap'• History of New Hampshire. ' 

t At a enbeeqnent period, when imprieoned, daring the rebellioD that preced-
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The oommisaion of the President included the Narragallllett or 
King's Province, New HampBhire and Maine, the 'two last of 
which bad been the subject of much litigation and difficulty for 
many years. We have already seen how desirous Massachusetts 
ever was of enlarging her boundaries and of asauuring jurisdiction 
over vacant possessions or feeble neighbors. The territOry com· 
prised within what now forms the States of New Hampshire and 
Maine, offered too great a temptation to her cupidity to be iesist. 
ed ; and I have reserved to this place an aooount of her aggrea­
sion at different times to avoid repeated references, and to pre­
serve the continuity of the narrative. The first was granted as 
early as 163:> to Captain Mason, and the latter to Sir Ferdinando 
Georges, who severally formed small settlements in them, that 
derived subsistence from the soil, and some little profit from the 
fisheries and free-trade. Ten years afterward, some persons who 
bad adopted heretical opinions, and rendered themselves obnoxious 
to the Government of MaBIIII.chusetts, removed, either· under the 
pretense, or in open contempt of grants of the proprietors, to the 
banks of the river that divided the two provinces, and associated 
themselves, as it was then called, by entering into a mutual com· 
pact for s~llf-government. 

Although differing in many points of doet~ne from their friends 
at Boston, they were united by the common ties of descent and 
interest. Their more powerful neighbor and parent state, by 
claims of jurisdiction which they were unable to resist, or prom· 
ises of protection from the Indians, of which they stood greatly in 
need, prevailed upon them to place themselves under her control, 
and by degrees they became both merged in .the ambitious an~ 
growing little republic. Charles II. strove in vain to re-invest 
the heirs of the grantees with · the possesaion. The rule of the 
" old colony" was mo~e congenial to the feelings of the people 
than that of a monarch three thousand miles off, who bad as little 

eel Ble proelamatiOD m William aDd Mary, there wu a IRoDg party- tryiDtr 
aDd executing bim. Fear m CODieqoencea alone prevented tbe people from 
reaorting to tbeae deaperate meuorea. Danforth tboa writea to Y:atber: "Mr. 
Dudley ia in a pecoliar mutner tbe object of tbe people'• diapleuore, evea 
tbroogboot all tbe colooiea wbere be eat u judge 1 tbey deeply reaeot bia cor­
reepondence witb tbat wicked man, Randolph, for overturning the Government. 
Tbe Governor aDd Council, tboogh tbey bave dooe their otmoat to procure bil 
enlargement, yet can't prevail; bot the people will bave bim in jail, and 
wben he batb been by order turned out, by force and tumult tbey fetcb bim in 
again," llr.c.-Hvtclt.i!UOIS, vol. 1. 
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interest in their alfail'l as power to enforce his authority. The 
Commissioners to whom I have referred re-established in 1665 
the government of lltfaaon and Georges, but they bad no sooner 
departed for Europe than the General Court invaded the terri­
tory, and by force of arms resumed .their former jurisdiction. Ir­
ritated at this open defiance, Charles II. threatened to restrain 
their commerce, and they finally yielded to menace, which they 
knew be could execute, what they denied to demands unsupport· 
ed by a military force on the spPt. After a vexations and expens­
ive litigation, the claim of the plaintiffs was sanctioned by the 
decision of an English court, and their opponents were compelled 
to confine themselves within their originlillimits. 

This investigation brought to light a fact not then generally 
known, that the proprietors o( New Hampshire were entitled to 
the soil alone under the patent to their ancestor, while the beil'l 
of Sir Ferdinando Georges had a right both to the country and the 
government. In consequence of this diaoovery the king was de­
sirous of purchasing Maine for his son, the Duke of Monmouth; 
but while he was in treaty for it, Massacbusetts, informed of his 
intention by the clerks in the public offices, whom they kept in 

. their pay, aud having the requisite means at their command, 
bought it from the owners, whose title bad been established by a 
legal decision. The remonstrances of the sovereign was as un­
availing as all his other expostulations and threats. · They enter­
ed into immediate possession, and governed it by officers of their 
own as a " Colony frQm the Mother Province." 

Disappointed in obtaining Maine, the king attempted in 1679 
to found a" Royal Province in New Hampshire," and appointed 
a governor, whom h~ invested with the requisite powers, but he 
found it easier to grant a commill8ion than to enforce obedience to 
it. This was the first constitution of the kind iJi New England. 
It contained more essential freedom, though less independence, 
than the republic of Massachusetts.· It consisted of a President 
and Council, and a, House of Assembly, and secured a reservation 
of tlle king's negative. The Upper House was mad.e a court of 
record for the trial of all causes whether civil or military, subject 
to an appe.al of all matters above fifty pounds, and was empower­
ed to appoint officers, and take efficient measures for the defense 
of the country. Liberty of conscience was allowed to all Protest• 
ants, but the Church of England was especially to be encour-
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aged. Upon this Belknap, in his" History of New Hampehire" 
(a work written in_an able and~!_llpartial manner, an<\ in a very 
agreeable style) remarks, " Had such a simple form of government 
been more generally !ldopted, and perseveringly Jl..dheresl to, and 
administered Gnly by the most delicate hands, it might have 
serv,ed better than any othef to perpetuate the dependence of the 
colonies on the British-Crown." 

The first act of the legislature plainly disclosed the overpower­
ing inf!.uence of Massachusetts, derived from a congeniality of :re­
ligiou_s and political opinions. They comm,enced their labors by 
an assertion of right "~at no act, imposition, law, or ordinance, 
shall be valid unless made by the Assembly, and approved by ·the 
people." The experiment, as might have been expected, proved 
abortive. The fanatical preachers, goaded on by their brethren 
in New England; urged the people first to passive resistance, and 
then to armed rebeJPon ; and although th~ President was able ~ 
support the first outbreak, he found it necessary to fiy for hill life 
from the second. When surrendering his commission, he ob­
served that "while the clergy are allowed to preach to. a mu­
tinous people, no true allegiance would be found there. On my 
retirement, the world will see that it is the royal commission 
they cavil at, and not my- person; and time will show that no 
one will be accept~ by them ~ho put the king;s commands 
into execution." . ~ _ 

The succeeding governor endured the same insults, and en­
countered the same defiance, and added, hjs testimony to that of 
his :vredeceBBOr, ".Unless these factious· preachers are turned 
out of the colony, there will be disquiets here, as no Pope 
ever :acted with greater arrogance ; . and without some force tO 
keep this people under, it will be very difficult, if not an im­
possible thing to put into execution his Majesty's orders, or the 
laws of trade." · · 

Warned by these failures, both these districts were now compre­
hended in the temporary commission of President Dudley, and long 
after remained united with Massachusetts. Such, however; are 
the uncertainties which attend human schemes, that now that the 
charter was forfeited, tlte leaders in the~ intrigues were mortified 
to find that they had, by their own usurpations and acts, enlarged 
the limits of a roy~ colony. The inhabitants of both dependen­
cies were no leBB humiliated by the reflection, that by lending 
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themselves to a fraud on individual rights, and regal .authority, 
they had lost the benefit of a local government, while they were 
too poor and too few in number to have .either weight or infi11· 
ence in the one they had struggled to establish. Instead of van~ 
quishing the king, they had injured their own. cause; .and while 
they were congratulating themselves on the success of their efforts, 
they m!lde the unwel~ome discovery. that victory is sOmetimes 
more ruinou.s than defeat~ 

The administration of Dudley was of short duration. lt waa 
not probahle,.it was ever in the contemplation of James to con· 
tinue .him for any length of time in his office. He- was 11r colo­
nist, and 'Would have been both unfit and unwilling to have be­
come the instrument of his arbitrary m~asures. It was manifest 
that he considered it but a temporary arrangement himself. As 
far as possible, he suffered the old order of things to continue. 
Although in obedience to .his commission the Hoose of Represent· 
atives was laid aside, the magistrates and select-men discharged 
their several .duties as heretofore; and as little was done by him 
as was compatible with the exigencies of the country. He WaB 

long enough in office, however, thoroughly to dissatisfy both the 
king and the people. He had not exerted himself in a manner 
that was agreeable to his royal m!lster in giving effect _to the 
laws of trade, n~r had 'be enforced prompt obedience to his orders, 
which was expected of him. On the other hand, he had done 
too much ~ render hilnself popular with the people. He was 
not elected by them, and they regarded him as an usurper~ He 
was a native, ancl his acceptance of office under a tyrant was 
viewed as· the act of a traitor . . He bad subverted their constitu­
tion which, by the law of the land, was a capital offense; and if 
they had had the power, the inclination was not wanting to have 
made him ~ndergo. the extreme penalty. Such is ever the fate 
of undeCided measures, and of attempts to co~ciliate the ·regard 
of two irreconcilable parties. 

Each thinks that too much has been sacrificed to the other, 
and both complain that too little deference bas been paid to their 
respective claims or wishes, while the unsuccessful politician has 
seldom the approbation of his own co~seience to sustain him in 
his ruisearriage. 

" I warned thee," said one of the preachers to Dudley, with 
that mixture of cant and insolence that always rendered them so 
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intolerable.• " I warned thee to be watchful, and strengthen 
the things that remain that are ready to die, but thou wouldst 
not ; and now because thou art lukewarm, and neither bot nor 
cold, I will spew thee out of my mouth." , 

During his short administration, be discovered that temporary 
popularity may be acquired by an affability of manner, or the 
arts of intrigue ; but that character has no sure and solid founda­
tion, but in honesty of purpose and vigor of conduct. It was a 
valuable lei!SOn; .and in after days, be had a conspicuous ·oppor­
tunity, as we shall see, to practice successfully what be bad so 
dearly acquired. 

• The character of.tbe people ia not to be 10ogbt for 1n the biatory oC the 
colony only, for their public affaire were managed by men of education and 
experience, btit recourse moat be bad to their correspondence among them· 
~relvea, and to documents that have merely a local bearing. The primitive 
manners of the inhabitaata of the rural districts may bo judged of by the fol­
lowing letter of Captain Chudwortb to the Governor of New Plymouth, declin­
ing a military command : 

" MucH RONORJU>-My service and due respect being presented, yours of the 
19th December, 1673, came to my banda the Jut day of that month, wherein 
yoor honor acquainted me that the General Court, by a clear vote, have pitched 
upon myself to command an hundred mea, in joining with the rest, in proaecu· 
ting the expedition against the Dutch. Tho e!jtate and condition of my family 
is such u will not admit of such a thing, being such as can be hardly paral­
leled, which wu well known unto some ; bot it wu not well nor friendly done 

. aa .to me; nor faithful u to the country, if they did not lay my condition before 
the Court. My wife, as is well known to the whole town, is not ooly a weak 
woman, and has been 10 all alol)g; but now, by reuou of age, being sixty-aoven 
yean II!d upward, and nature decaying, 10 her illness grow• more strongly 
upon her; nevet a day puaea bot abe is forced to rise at break of day or 
before. She can not lay for want of breath : and when abe ia up, ahe can not 
light a pipe of tobacco, but it moat be lighted for her; and until abe has taken 
two or three 'pipes, for want of breath, ape ia not able to stir, and abe bu never 
a maid. That day ylllll' letter c~e to my banda, my maid' a year being out, 
abe went away, IIJ!d I can not get nor hear of another. And then in regard for 
my oocuion abroad, for the tending and looking all;er all my creature•, the 
fetching home my bay that ia yet at the place where it grew, getting of wood, 
going to mill, and for the performing all other family occuiona, I 'have none b16 
a amall Indian boy about thirteen yean of age to qelp me. 

"To the much honored Joaepb Winllow, 
" Governor of New Plymouth, 

"Scituate, the 16th of January, 1673." 

"Your humble aervant, 
ojAilU CBIJDWO'&TB. 
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CHAPTER II. 
Anival of Sir Edmund Andn~~~s-Fean entertained of the King-His Coadact 

toward New York-Hia Opinions of popular Auemblies-Commission to Ao­
drot~II-Two Companies of Soldien sent to Boston-Law relative to Mar­
riagea-Maooer of imposing Tu:ea-Panishmentof those who refuse to pay 
Rate11-Episcopal Clergymen prevented by the Mob from reading the Burial 
Service-Preachen attack the Governor for his Toleration, aod justify com­
paJ.ory Conformity-Arbitrary Conduct of Aodrou·relative to Title• ofLaod 
-Rhode lalaod, Cooaeeticut, New York. aod New Jeney united to llusa­
ebasetta-News of the Anival of the Prince of Orange ia England-False 
RUJDOI'II spread of a generallluaaere-Jnsarreetioo-Capture aod Imprison· 
ment of the Governor and his Coaneiloi'II-CondDCt of tbe Magistrate• who re­
aaeame the old Goveromen~ir Edmund eecape., il retaken and aent to 
England, when be ie released-Example of lllaseaebn~ette followed by tbe 
other Coloniea-Bad Efreetl of 10 miOly political Ch1111ge1 in Englaod-Re­
markl on the Appointment of Aodnlll1 to be Governor of Virginia. 

AT len~h, Sir Edmund Androsa arrived at Boston on the 20th 
of December, 1686, with a commission for the Government of 
New England. This was the first direci administration by a 
stranger of the internal a1fairs of the colony, and the first speci­
men the people had of the rec~lesa manner in which roy~Ll 
patronage was bestowed, and the arrogance, insolence, and op­
pressions of irresponsible officials. His conduct increued and 
justified the universal discontent. It did not alienate the affec- . 
tiona of the inhabitants, for they were already irretrievably 
estranged, but it strengthened their conviction that England's 
domination was incompatible with their happineM, as it was 
with their freedom. 

He had been Governor of New York, 'and had also directed 
the affairs of Rhode Island ; and therefore was supposed to be 
well acquainted with the character of the people over whom he 
was placed. He was a military man of some reputation, and 
having been accustomed to obey, as well as to command, was 
well suited to carry out the orders of James, who was prompt 
even to precipitation in action. 

The new monarch had been more conversant with colonization 
and commercial affairs than his predece880r ;• and commenced 

• Home eay1 that his application to naval affaire wu enooe~sfal, hie eneoar­
aaement of trade jadici001, and his jealooey of national honor laudable. He­
naalt. in bil Hiatory of France (voL u. p. 200) 1ay1, the public are indebted to 
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with vigor and ardor the difficult task of reducing the. planta­
tions to order, and to a more immediate dependence on the 
crown. As to the means, aa had been predicted by those who 
beet knew his temper and principles, he was not at all scrupu­
lous. As Duke of York, and proprietox: of the immense colony 
that bore hi11 name, he had three years before conceded to it a 
free and liberal constitution, and guaranteed to the people uni­
versal tolera.tion, trial by jury, and exemptiou. from all imposts, 
but such as their_ repretientatives shoul~ approve, and relinquished 
the right to quarter troo)JII on the inhabitants, or to declare mar­
tial law. He no sooner ascended the throne than he annulled 
his OWl) acta j taxes were levied by ordinance, titles to land Were 
questioned, to augment fees and emoluments ; and of those per-
8011.11 who remonstrated, not a few were arraigned, and tried 
before his council. · 

From a· monarch who had so early distinguished himself for in­
consistencies, there was little to be hoped. Although warned by 
his legal advisers, that the colonists, notwithstanding their char­
ters were vacated, were British subjects, and aa such entitled to 
all their rights and privileges, like all th~ ·Stuarts, he thought 
his prerogative was sufficient for his purpose, without the aid of 
Parliament to make laws or impose duties. · His instructions to 
Andr~ss were as contradictory aa his own charact~r-at once 
mild and severe, considerate and tyrannical. " I can not but sus­
pect," he says il} a cpmmunication to him relative to a represent­
ative body, "that asemblies would be or' dangerous ~;onsequence, 
nothing being more known than their aptp.ess to assume to them­
selves many privileges which prove destructive to, or very often 
d~sturbed the peace of government -when they are allowed. 
Neither do I see any use of them. Things that need redreu 
may be sure of finding it at the quarter sessions, or by the legal 
and ordinary ways,_ or lastly by appeals to myself. However, I 
shall be ready to consider of any proposal you shall send." 

We have seen 'that Mr. Dudley's commission extended over 
New ilampahire and Maine. That of Andro88 iJ1clnded them like­
wise. The king invested. him and his council with supreme 
jurisdiction, and e~powered them to make laws, and execute 
them ; to impose taxes, and enforce their collection : and to sup-

thia prince, when Duke or York, fOr the contrivance or eign.U., by meane o£ 
ilaga and atreamere. 
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port the vigor of the administration, two companies of soldiers 
were sent to Boston, and placed at his disposal. As soon as be 
had surveyed the field' before him, he se~ himself industriously to 
work to subvert every democratic institution in the country, and 
to devise means to raise il. revenue by pursuing the same course 
that had been adopted in New York, and by inventing subtle 
excuses for forfeiting real -estate. It was not long before the 
case of some, who apprehended themselves to be oppressed, came 
under consideration, when they were told tliat they had no more 
privileges left them th~ not to be.sold as slave~~; ·and that the 
benefit of the law of·England did not follow them to the end of 
the earth, which they soon found to be tne; although their dia­
tanee did not exempt· tbem from ita penalties. • The alarm 
caused by this speech was deeply felt and resented by the whole 
oountiy. It was never forgotten. It was handed down from 
father to son in Massachusetts, and the vows of vengeance ·then 
hcorded, though long deferred, were remembered and fulfilled at 
last in the defeat and slaughter of the royalists at the revolution. 

One of his first acts was to alter the law relative to the solem­
:llization ofmli.rriages. Among the numerous· innovations of the 
Puritans on the usages of their ancestors, was one to render 
marriage a mere civil contract, and to require only the admi•ion 
and consent of the parties to be made before and registered by a 
magiatrate. As there was but one Episcopal clergyman in the 
colony at the time, a transfer -of this duty to the ·church oould 
not well be effected, but it was ordered for the present that none 
should marry unless they e!ltered into bonds, with surety to the 
governor, subject to forfeiture if it should afterward appear that 
there existed any lawful impediment. For this license a liberal 
fee was exacted, as a matter of course. The govemor, being also 
ordinary; a•umed as such the whole business of the local courts, 
and compelled the people of the rural districts to attend at Boston, 
at great inconvenienoe, for the probate nf willa, or letters or· 
administration; and exacted whatever chargee he thought the 
estate able to bear. He imposed what rates he thougtlt proper, 
with no other sanction than that of a few· complaisant councilors, 
altbotlgh his enemies admit· that the sum thus raised was small 
in amount, ·and required and spent for the public serviee. The 
principal one was a charge of one penny in the pound, and a poll-

"Minot. 
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tax of twenty-pence. Direct asaeument is always odious. It 
brings the collector and rate-payer in immediate contact, and the 
unpopularity of the measure is often increased by the 'severity or 
auumption of the officer. · 

In a new country, though the necessaries of life are abundant, 
there is aiwaya a scarcity of money, and oompulaory contributions 
to the state are paid with the utmost reluctance. Where the 
authority to levy the tax is questioned, resistance is the natural 
result. Upon one occasion, when the inhabi~ants of Ipswich re­
fused to aaaeu upon themselves the proportion assigned to the 
township, and the select men voted, " That, inasmuch as it is 
against the privilege of British subjects to have money raised 
without their own consent, in a Legislature or Parliament, there­
fore they will petition the king for liberty of an Asaembly before 
making any rates," he imprisoned two of the most .conspicuoua 
of the remonstr~ts, and fined the othera severally thirty, forty, 
and fifty pounds, . according to their circumstances or ability. 
W.hen they complained of this harsh treatment, he took some 
pains to trace and collect the numerous precedents set him by his 
predece8fQrs, for this apparently extraordinary act of tyranny, and 
with more sarcasm than policy, asked them if they would like 
to have other similar usages of their forefathers restored. 'rhe 
G4}neral Court, he observed, always prosecuted a man for appeal­
ing to England, because it . was subversive of their .:bartered 
rights, and if his pe~tion contained complaints also, he was !IUb­

jected to an aditional penal.ty for slandering the brethren; but that 
he had punished them for disoLedience in refusing to pay their taxes, 
and for nothing else, for as long as they CQntinued to obey the law, 
they were at perfect liberty to memorialize the king as much and as 
often as they pleased. The truth of this remark was so apparent, 
and so conclusive, that it was felt more than the ·puDishment. 

To .his astoniShiJlent, he discovered that with all their boasted 
love of liberty, the Puritans had reserved this inestimable blessing 
ex,clusively for themselves, and he soon found it necessary to con­
tinue and preserve another of their institutions, the censorship of 
the preu. But his departure from the fundamental principle of 
the republic, which required "Church membership," as a quali­
fication for civil rights, shocked their prejudice more than can be 
conceived by a person not conversant with the history of these 

. early times. Alth9ugh they had themselves affected to concede 
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toleration, they had never practically acted upon their professions, 
nor had it ever been their intention to do so. So far from r..on­
siderin_g the liberty of conscience, w_hich the governor had granted 
to all, as an act of grace, they loudly complained of it as an open 
attack, and a direct persecution of themselves. They regarded 
it as the triumph of Anti-christ, and considered that the blesaing 
of God would be withdrawn from a country which admitted the 
presence of clergymen ordained 'by a bishop, instead of the more 
inspired because more ignorant, and more pious because more as­
suming, lay brethren. It was in vain that they had aided the 
sectaries in England · to sacrifice LaudJ and to dethrone and 
slaughter their sovereign, if prelacy was to be permitted. to have 
the slightest footing in America; reason and Scripture alike led 
to the conclusion, that they who require to be taught are the best 
able to judge of the qualifications and attainment• of the teacher, 
·and therefore moat competent to invest him with the character 
and office. So rigidly had the exclusion of Episcopalian• been 
enforced, that when the Royal Commissionem were at Boston, 
there were not enough of them in the place to form a congrega­
tion. We are informed on authority that can not be doubted, 
"that most of the inhabitants who were Ofl the sto.ge in 1686 
had never seen a Church of England ABSembly. In that year 
there was but one Churchman• in the government, and one cap­
tain, and three sub,alterns in the whole militia of the province. 

Such being the case, the astonrshment of the people was only 
equaled by their indignation at a wanton outrage on private 
property. Soon after his arrival he caused Divine Service to be 
celebrated by his chaplain, i!l the South Meeting-house. In vain 
was the bu'ilding claimed by its owners. In vain the sexton re­
fused to ring the bell. No tenderness was exhibited, similar to 
that of the commiBBioners twenty years before. _The clergyman 
came forth attired in t-he surplice ; the very name of which was 
an abomination to them. The foundation of an Episcopal church 
was soon after laid, and those who had been heretofore taxed for 
the support of Puritan preaching, and compelled to eontribute to 
their conventicles, now took a malicious pleasure in soliciting their 
old oppressom for subscriptions, to build up what they called a 
bouse for the true womhip of God. 

• There bad been two, bnt at the date of Randolph'• letter to the An:bbiabop 
or Canterbwy (1685), the other. bad gone to Engluid. 
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This toleration, thus rendered doubly distasteful, was not very 
easily .eufurced. Although the people had not the power, through 
their representatives, to repeal the law or prevent its executi~m, 
they had the means of insult, and. the opposition and the tyranny 
of a J:!l&jority to back them. Upon one of the first occasions, 
under this edict, that a clergyman in Boston, proceeded in his vest­
ments to the grave-yard; to read the burial-service, a crowd of 
persons led on by an infuriated deacon, drove him from the grave, 
and loaded him with insult and abuse, calling him" Baal's priest," 
and his prayers, "leeks, garlic, and Popish trash." Prompt and 
decisive measures on the part of the governor prevented a repcti· 
tion ofsuch disgraceful scenes. 

This 'liberty was not merely deplored by them as a spiritual 
loss, but was sensibly felt in a pecuniary point of view. Although 
they withheld all civil rights from those who were not Congrega­
tionalists, they did not exempt them from taxation for the support 
of their own preachers. "Discouragements upon the hearts of 
the ministers increase," (writes a correspondent of Mather's);" by 
reason that a licentious people take advantage of a freedom to 
withhold maintenllnce from them." His deputies in distant parts 
of his j_urisdiction, and their subordinate officers still enforced these 
rates where they could do so with safety, and the practi-ce was 
not · finally discontinued, 'until he 'threatened them if they persisted 
in assessing Quakers and others for that purpose, he would, in like 
manner, make them contribut~ to the support of the· Episcopal 
. Church. To his lieutenant-governor at Plymouth he expostu­
lated on this spbject, in a letter still extant, which reflects great 
credit on his judgmeni and firmness, and showed that, in some in­
s(ances at lelst, he was capable of impartiality.• 

That James was d-isposed to carry things with a high hand, 
where obedience was either reluctant or withheld, that his com­
mission for the government of the colony was illegal, and that his 
representative was willing to proceed to any length he was desired 

•· 
• "Some yeiira before Audrot~s's Act of Toleration, one Briscoe, a tanner ot 

Watertown, published a book against the IJUpport of miniatera by tittles or 
taxes, and reproached those who received their aalary from a.uch a aouree. The 
ministers thought a mnn who denied the authority of the civil magistrate to 
provide for the sop port of pastors, fu•te potiu• erttdinad~~m quam arpmento, 
and therefore they left it to tbe magistrates tq defend the cause, who convened 
the tanner before them, and brought him to an acknowledgment, if uot to a aen1e 
of his error."-Hubbard. 
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to go, was so palpable to all, that it is no wonder if the copious 
vocabulary of abuse, which Puritanism had at its command, was 
exhausted before they expresaed all. their hatred of Andl'OSII and 
his council. His general co_ndact was haughty and capricious. 
Many of his acts were arbitrary, and some oppressive; but there 
was one, to which I shall presently allude, well calculated to excite 
both their indignation and alarm. And yet it is doubtful whether 
the loss of legislative power, illegal ~actions, or personal injuries 
touched them SQ sensibly as toleration. It wns mourned over in 
private, and preached against in public. One minister in particu­
lar, has obtained an imperishable name for hjs manly patriotism in 

. selecting for his text the following words : " Ye have not yet resist­
ed u.nto blood, striving against sin." · T4e clergy every where justi­
fied that compulsory conformity, which in England they resistell 
to the death. "Be pleased" (says one of their most eminent 
divines), "to consider this point a little further. You think to 
compel a man, in matters of worship, is to make him sin, accord­
ing to Rom. xiv. 23. If the worship be lawful in itsel~ the 
magistra\e compelling him to come to it, compelleth him not to 
sin, but the sin is in his will that need to be compelled to a 
Christian duty. Josiah compelled all Israel to serve the Lord 
their God (2 Chron. xxxiii. 34). Yet his act herein was not 
blamed, but recorded among his virtuous actions. The Lord keep 
us," he says, "from this har:lot's cup of toleration, lest while we 
seem to reject with open face of profession, we bring her in ·by a 
back door, and so come to drink of the cup of the Lord's wrath 
and be filled with her plagues." 

How inconsistent is man, and how easily does be enlist his 
reason on the side of his wishes or his passions ! What rendered 
the conduct of the governor still more irritating was, that he not 
only placed the clergymen of the Church of England practicllllY 
on a footing with the Puritan ministers, but that in his private 
intercourse he treated them with much grea.ter respect. Hutch­
inson informs us with infinite naivete, that " Sir Edmund actu­
ally a.sserted that he considered the preachers as mere laywen ;" 
a.nd records this with as great gravity as if be had neve; heard 
of such an idea before, and believed Andross to be the only man 
in the world that entertained it. · It was a remark that waa 
treasured up in the heart and embalmed. in its bitterness. 

Swearing on the Book, as it is called, was introduced into tho 
G 
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courts of justice, to the horror and disgust of the inhabitants. 
But the most flagrant and indefensible ·act of Androu's .short 
administratioa was among his last. By the ingenuity of a law­
yer, he found a prolific source or emolument, in a :fOrced applica­
tion of a feudal principle to the titles of land. The people were 
informed that the charter having been granted on conditions 
which had not been performed, all acts under it were rendered 
invalid, and the soil reverted to the Crown ; and that if a more 
indulgent const~ction were adopted, still their grants were riot 
under seal, a defect which no len-gth of time, and no amou.nt of 
improvement, could rectify. They were, however,_ very consid­
erately informed, that upon due acknowledgment of the insuffi­
ciency of their conveyances, and a humble petition, new patents 
should be ~ecuted for granting them poBBeBBion on such moder­
ate terms, as his Excellency should approve. With respect to 
their deeds from the Indian chiefs, it was observed that the sig­
nature. of a savage was about as valuable as "a scratch of a 
bear's paw." In fact, he became the vendor of evtry man's 
estate at his own price, for the conciliation fee was always in 
proportion to its value and extent. 

To exhibit to -the people the necessity, as well as the policy of 
renewing their titles, writs of intrusion were iuued against some 
of the principal inhabitants, which had the effect of terrifying 
others into obedience. •.ro prevent the spread of sedition, he for­
bade all town meetings, except for the choice of officers, and pro­
hibited any one from leaving the province without a pass from 
himself. In the mean time, while his orders in Massachusetts 
were left to be enforced by his subordinates, be proceeded to ·de­
mand submiuion-of the other New England colonies. He first 
visited Rhode Island, which, upon a quo warranto iuued 
against her, declined to enter into a contest with the king, but 
appealed to his kindneu. Having diBSOlved the government, and 
broken its seal, he appointed five of the principal magistrates 
members. of his cou'ncil, and iuued commiuioQS to all the local 
officers. Shortly afterward, be made an excursion into Connect­
icut attended by several of his assistants, and a guard of honor, 
consisting of sixty men, and demanded its charter. The Auem­
bly, which was then in BeBBion, reluctant to surrender or even 
produce it, kept the subject in debate and suspense until the 
evening, when it was brought forward, and laid on the table. 
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By a preconcerted arrangement, the lights were suddenly extin­
guished, but without the slightest appearance of riot or disonl8r : 
when they were replaced, it waa found (amid the well-feiped 
astonishment of all preaent) that the patent -.a gone. Sir Ed· 
mund now UIUJDed the government, appointed his oouncilon, 
and closed the records of the-colony, adding with hia own hand 
the word " fini::." • 

.As consolidation appeared to be the principle on which Jamea 
designed to act in America, thia immeaae government, extending 
from the Hudson to Maine, waa now still further ,augmen~ by 
the addition of the provinces of New York and New Jeney; and 
a commission waa sent to Andross, appointing him Captain-gen­
eral and Vice-admiral over the whole territory. The constitu­
tion established for it. was a governor and counc-il, having execu­
tive and legislati"e authority, independent oi"the expression of 
popular opinion. 

The prOgress of events, however, in Europe waa working out a 
deliverance for the oppressed colonists of MaBB&Chusetts, During 
the spring of 1688, there was a rumor that the Prince of Orange 
waa preparing to make a descent upon the coast of England, and 
shortly afterward a Mr. Winslow brought a copy of his procla­
mation. He waa immediately apprehended, for introducing "a 
traitorous and treasonable libel_ into the country," ap_d bail, 
which waa tendered to the amount of two thousand pounds, waa 
refused. The old magistrates, and influential colonista, ailcntly 
wished, and secretly· prayed for suoceu to the glorious undertak­
ing; and · determined either quietly to await the event, or pri· 

" " Captain W adswot"tb, of Hartford, silently carried oft' the charter, and 
eecreted it in a hollow tree, which, to tbia day, ia regarded with veneration, u 
the pre1erver of tba conatitotion of the colony. Tbi1 oak 1tood in front of the 
boose of the Honorable Samuel W ;yllya, then one of the magiatrat111 of the 
province, It atill remains within the inclosure of tbe old family mansion, and 
il in little danger of injury, except from time, while under the au1picioos care 
of hie deiCendants. In reply to an inquiry· e011cerning it, I wu infOrmed • tbac 
venerable tree, which concealed the charter of our rights, 1tand1 .at the foot of 
Wyllys Hill. The lint inhabitant of that name found it standing in the height 
of ite glory, Age 1eema to have c!"1ailed ita brancbea, yet ~t i• DOt exceeded 
in the depth of its coloring, or richneu of its tliliage. The trunk meunrea 
twentyoQIIe feet in circumference, and near seven in diameter. The cavity 
which waa the uylnm of onr charter, wu near the rootl, and large enough to 
admit a child. Within the apace of eight years that hollow baa cl01ed, u if it 
bad fulfilled the Di~e pnr(IOie for which it bad been reared."'-Hol-' 4• 
,...U, vol. L p. 470, ifl -.ote. 
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vately to urge on the inhabitants to rebellion. The body of the 
people, who are easily excited, goaded to madness by the innova­
tions with which they were acquainted, and the rumo111 of still 
greater changes that were in contemplation by the governor, 
whom they accwsed of being a Papist, were impatient of delay, 
and reaol.ved to get up a little revolution of their own. Whether 
Andross was a Romanist, or a Churchman, can not now be well 
ascertained, the best historians of that period differing in opinion 
oo the subject ; and the fact was a matter of little consequence, 
for in their ey~ there was little difference Qetween the two ; and 
it was currently reported that he had asserted he oonaidered, u 
an Episcopalian, the practice of laymen ordaining clergymen, 
and setting them apart to administer the aacraments, without 
any warrant from ·Scripture, as a most gross piece of presump­
tion. Whether the Puritans, many of whose ancestors came 
from Holland, to which they had fled for refuge, thought that 
the congeniality of Dutch Protelltantism with the tenets of the 
non·c01iformists of England, would, by its pOpularity, prove too 
strong for the idolatrous king, or whether they believed, as they 
maintained, that they were the chosen people of the Lord, they 
arrived at the conclusion that they had a despot in the land ; and 
that the only law they· recognized, that of the Bible, required 
that he should be dealt with. . To raise the popular fury to its 
greatest height, the people were told that it' was the intention of 
the governor, in obedience to orders he had received, to take a 
favorable opportunity of falling upon the inhabitants of Boston 
with his garrif!On, and putting them all t:o death indiscriminately, 
in the same manner that the Huguenots had been exterminated 
in France. To aid this fearful act of slaughter, it was said that 
he had armed the savages, and. kept them in. pay to devastate 
the frontiers, and murder the settlers ; and that it was arranged 
that the French were to invade the country at the' same timt 
and, as soon as it was depopulated, take possession of it, having 
secretly purchased it from the King of England. 

Some of their grievances they knew to be real, for they had felt 
their effects : and believing both James and his representative to 
be capable of any act of despotism, no falsehood was too gross for 
their credulity. Without stopping to inquire into the probability, 
or even the pc:ilaibility of a rumor ·being true, it was a sufficient 
guarantee for its accuracy if it were marvelous and atrocioua. 
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The absurd story-of two companies of soldiers putting a numero1111, 
hardy, and ·brave population like that of Boaton to the sword, 
answered thtl purpose, as weH as any other invention, and the 
rage of the multitude knew no bounds. They :rose en masse. 
Who originated this movement, and organized .the people, is not 
now known, though Bancroft claims the merit of it, and probably 
with sufficient reason, for the ministers; but that it was not, as 
they represented i~ to be, an irresistible burst of popular feeling ia 
manifest from the cautious mode of their proceduve. Men who 
were more in the habit of quoting Seripture than acting under ita 
benign influence, were at no losa to find passages to justify to their 
passions that which reason could not approve. Every text that 
enctioned rebellion was familiar to the saints, while those that 
enforced obedien~e to authority were satisfactorily explained to 
refer to the support of a true Church like that of the Congrega· 
tiona lists, and a perfect civil constitution like that of their beloved 
and lamented republic. They were therefore informed, ancl be­
lieved it was the bidding of the Lord : " Smite Ammon, then 
kill him," said the ·canting demagogues ; "fear not, have I not 
commandecl you ? be courageous, and be valiant." They were 
equally happy in their allusion to his fort . "Thy pride hath de­
ceivecl thee, oh thou that dwelleat in the clef\ of the rock, that 
boldest the heights of the hill : though thou ahouldst· make thy 
neat as high as the eagle, I will bring thee down from thence, 
aaith the Lord." 

Th~ir first step, as a strategic measure, was to avail them­
selves of a favorable opportunity, afforded by a visit for recreation 
or business, to secure the captain, several of the officers, and the 
boat's crew of the " Rose" frigate, then riding at anchor in the 
harbor. The second was a sudden and simultaneoua rush of the 
whole population t9 the fort, where the governor and his party 
were surprised, and made prisoners. 

In the mean tiine, the guns in the battery were brought to bear 
on the frigate, and others were taken on board of such vessels aa 
were within range, eo that at a preconcerted signal she could be 
dieabled, or sunk by one general discharge of them all. The 
lieutenant, who appears to have been a man of courage and con­
duct, at last surrendered, on condition of retaining possesaion of 
his ship, !>ut unbending hia sails, and sending them ashore. The 
magistrates then made their appearance, and with their usual 
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caution interfere4, with the benevolent intention, u they said, of 
saving the gnvemor from popular fury, the existenoe and intelllity 
of which, from .their retired habits, was until then wholly. un­
known to, and deeply regretted by them. So general, however, 
was the excitement, and so universal the defection, that a large 
portion of the crowd consisted of boys ; and at the head of the 
magistrates, was a retired gnvemor of eighty-seven years of age. 
Even women participated in the universal enthueiasm, and joit,led 
the elders in exhorting the thoughtless multitude to remember 
that" Samuel hewed .Agag in pieces before the Lord in Gilgal." 
They then aidea in raising the favorite war-cry of Cromwell. 
" To your tents, 0, Israel." 

It was a hopeless thing for a few men to contend with the 
whole population of the country, for the alarm-bella had now 
brought in the inhabitants of the neighboring tow~hips, and the 
governor, and his friends, surrendered. As soon as he was in 
custody, the ·magistrates assembled to offer him their proteotion, 
which they ventured to suggest would be infinitely more effica­
cious, if he would surrender the government into their hands. 
They accO~ngly addressed to him the following extraordillary 
letter, exculpating themaelve11 from all p&rticipation in the re­
bellion, assuring him and hir/ friends of their personal safety, and 
extorting an WleOilditional abdication uader paia of populal- nn· 
geance: 

"At the Town-boaee In BOlton, April led!, 18911. 

" Sm-Ourselves and others, the inhabitants of this town, and 
places adjacent, being surprised with the people's sudden taking 
arms, in the first motion whereof we were wholly ignorant, being 
driven to it by the. present accident, are necessitated to acquaint 
your Excellency, that .for the quieting and securing the people 
inhabitiDg this country from their immiJient danger, that they in 
many ways lie open and exposed to, and tendering your own 
safety, we judge it nece.uary that .you forthwith deliver up the 
government and ~ortifications, to be preserved and disposed accord­
ing to order and direction of th~ Crown of England, which sud· 
llenly is expected to arrive, promising all security from violence to 
yourself, or any of your gentlemen or soldiers in person~ or estate; 
otherwise they will. we am assured, endeavor the taking of the 
fortifW.ation by atorm, if any opposition be made." . 
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As soon as the request was granted, the justices fulfilled their 
part of the compact with scrupulous fidelity ; and through the aid 
of iron-bars effectually secured Androu from the intrusion or 
insults of the people, by keeping him in ~lose custody at the fort. 
A long and elaborate declaration was then · made from the Town 
Hall to the inhabitants, in which-the part taken by themselves 
was justified in a manner to conailiate the Prince of Orange, if 
he should succeed ; or operate as a defense, if the king should un­
happily maintain his o.uthority in the realm. The extremity of 
caution beuays a eollllCiousness of guilt. An able state paper like 
that carries with it internal proof of previous preparation and 
study, and leaves no doubt on the mind that the insurrection was 
meditated· and planned, and its justification written before the 
popular outbreak. It would have been more to their credit, if 
they had had the fumness to avow what they had the courage to 
execute; a.nd had pleaded self-preservation as u. justification, 
instead of an asserted regard for the personal safety of a. governor, 
whose imprisonment would have been a poor atonement for his 
conduct, and whose safety would have been too dearly purcha.sed 
by a falsehood. 

Usurpation is at all times a dangerous thing, but when it is 
the act of a whole people, it is difficult to be dealt with, as there 
is always a certain degree of impunity in numbers. The mo.gis­
trates therefore deemed it prudent to procure a written approba­
tion of their conduct from the principal inhabitant , and then 
assumed the title of "a council for the safety of the people, and 
conservation of the ll6fl:ce," and filled up the offices vacated by 
the imprisoned counr.il~rs and friends of the governor. A con­
vention of delegates was also called from the several townships, 
sixty-six of whom assembled at Boston, and requested the board 
to continue in office until a general election should take place. 
As soon as a House of Representatives was chosen, the members 
induced the council to re-esto.blish the old order of things, until a 
new charter should be procured, o:r another form of government 
be settled for them in England. 

While the attention of the magistrates was directed to their 
own safety, that of the governor was not so well attended to, and 
he managed to effect hia escape. The regicides were men after 
their own heart, saints and personal friends, and they had 
professed themselves Ullilble to tTace them to their place of con-
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cealment. Hatred, however, is a more active principle than 
duty. Sir Edmund waa a Churchman or something wol'!e, the 
servant of a tyrant ; and, what was more to be dreaded, an 
injured man. No friendly hand was extended to aid, and no 
hospitable door was opened to receive him. Every inn bad its 
curious questioner, and every village its constable. The manners 
of a courtier, and the language and accent of fashionable life 
betrayed him. He had neglected, or was unable to aBSume, the 
demure look,· nasal drawl, arid sleek locks of the Puritan ; and 
when the hue and cry was raised, he was apprehended on suspi­
cion, and detained till identified, when he was escorted back to 
prison by a party whose numbers showed more i-espeet for his 
proweBS than reliance on their own: 

Admonished by this occurrence, they forthwith dispatched him, 
together with his predecessor, Mr. Dudley, who in the acceptance 
of office, as has been previously observed, had rendered himself 
the most unpopular man in the place, • and several other persons, 
to England to take their trial.t The charges against them, how­
ever, were not reduced to form, nor duly signed by the local 
authority, and they were accordingly released soon after their 
arrival. 

The effect of the revolt waa electrical among the other co1onies. 
At Plymouth, as soon as they heard of the insurrection in Boston, 
the people secured the deputy of Androes, and imprisoned him. 
The old Pilgrim Fathers were now all dead, but they bad trans­
mitted their gloomy religion and democratic spirit to their chil· 
dren. They reinstated the governor, wjto had been superseded 
by Sir Edml!nd, and renewed the constitution which, more than 
seventy yea111 before, had been signed on board the "May Flower." 
In Rhode Island they &@sembled on the day of election in great 
numbers, and unanimously replaced their old offioe111,· and resumed 

• Bancroft calla him "a degenerate son of New England." 
t The inhumanity with which they were treated in prison, appears from their 

letters to their frienda. The ex-President Dudley thna writes : "After twenty 
weeks' nnaccountable imprisonment, and many barbaroua uaagea oll'ered me 
therein, the Jut seven weeks of which are upon account of your letter• to me, 
I have now to complain that on Monday, the whole day, I could be allowed no 
victuals till nine of the clock at night; when the keeper' a wife ofFered to kindle 
her own fire to w.arm aomething for me, and the corporal expreaaly commanded 
the fire to he put out. 1 may be easily oppressed to death. God will bear them 
that complain to Him." The complaints of Mr. Randolph,, the dreaded custom· 
howle-oftlcer, ahow that his treatment was both cruel and indecene. 
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their former patent. New York underwent a violent change 
also. One of the lowest of the people, a bankrupt trader, of small 
capacity, but great boldness (a cla1!8 of persona generally conspic­
uous in revolutions)," urged the inhabitants to depose the lieu· 
tenant-gov(lrnor, and authorize him to aBBume tho administration 
of affain until the Prince of Orange sho1,1ld send them one duly 
commiBBioned. Maryland ejected itS proprietor, Lord Baltimore, 
and proclaimed William and Mary. 

Thus did the revolution extend frotn Boston to the Chesapeake, 
and from the Atlantic to the frontiers of the French and Indians. 
The dethronemen( however, and murder of Charles I., the over­
throw of the Protectorate, the Restoration, the fall of James II., and 
the changes that preceded and followed the arrival of William and 
Mary, succeeded each other in such rapid succession, that men's 
minds in all the colonies became unsettled ; and from the- period 
of this spontaneous domestic revolution, a marked alteration ·was 
perceptible in the tone of feeling throughout all British America. 
People began to talk and act in a spirit of total independence of 
England. The power to control was much doubted, and the right 
utterly denied. Scotch Covenanters, English Independents, and 
Dissenters of every variety were fast covering the land, and al· 
though these fanatics differed more or less on doctrinal points, 
they all agreed in politics, for they were all republicans. 

Shortly after Andross was released, he was appointed governor 
of Virgina, as a reward for exasperating the people of Massachu· 
setts, and exciting them by his illegal conduct and oppressive 
measures into open rebellion; a precedent, the value of which may 
be estimated, from the uniformity with which it has been observed 
from that early date. to the present period. Whatever changes 
may have taken place in other colonial 'usages, this has been 
gen~rally adhered to, and from· AndroBB, who caused a revolution 
in 1688, the effects of which are still. felt in North America, to 
him who recently assentejl to an act, rewarding those who plunged 
their country into a civil war, imperial honors but too often await 
the man who signally fails of success in his administration, pro­
vided he obeys_his orders; while he who preserves prosperity in 
the province committed to his charge, is as frequently left to enjoy 
in obscurity the approbation of his own conscience, unleBB military 
rank or parliamentary influence, are sufficient to supply the want 
of such a total absence of genius. 

o• 
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CHAPTER III. 
Representative• meet at Boston, ~d induce the Governor and Magiatratea to 

continue in Oftlce-King and Queen proclaimed-A general Jail-delivery­
Ordera received from England lOr the local Antboritie• to retain the Govern· / 
ment until further Instroctions-Anxiety in America u to the Convention of 
Parliament-Doubta of the Toriea and Bcraplea of $be Prelatee-Conduct of 
the Wbige-Macaulay'a Definition of the" Eseence of Politica"-Tbe Report 
of th" Commona, and the Declo.ration of Rights read with sn~at Intereat by 
Provinciale-Political Inllocnce of the commercial Party in EnglancJ-Ita Con­
duct toward the Plantatioos-Tbe Prerogative deacribed-Ite Elfecta in 
America-BlackstOne's Definition and Bacon'• Viewa of i-Local Alaem" 
bliea imitate the Declaration of Rigb~anae of the Lot~a ofthe Old Colooiea. 

THE representatives of fifty-four towna met at Boston; on the 
22d of May, and induced the governor and magistrates, choeen in 
1686, to occupy again the position they formerly held according 
to the rules of their patent ; but these gentlemen qualified their 
acceptance with a declaration that they did not wish it to be 
understood that they. intended to reaBBume the charter govern· 
ment. As soon as this was agreed upon, the " Council of 
Safety" retired from their provisional office. 

During all this time they had neglected to proclaim the king 
and queen, being more coneemed for their own liberties than 
those of England. At last they endeavored to compensate in 
parade and proceBBions for any deficiency in promptness, and the 
ceremony took place with more than usual regard to effect. On 
the accession of Charles II., every ,person was strictly forbidden, 
under penalties for disobedience, to drink hie health. Wine was 
now served out to the soldiers, and they were encouraged to 
vociferate, on the joyfui occasion, their benedictions on loyalty in 
the heart of the little republic. The death of a democratic 
usurper like Cromwell was no subject for rejoicing, for they were 
permitted to participate in his oppression. The expulsion of a 
royal despot like James deserved celebration, for they were the 
victims of his tyranny. ' 

As soon as a new IJouse assembled, the representatives de­
clared that the Council ought to aBBUme its proper share in the 
legislature, according to the charter, and unless they did so, they 
should decline to take any part in public affairs. Being thus 
compelled to accede to what they so much desired, the restoration 

Digitized by Googl e 



TBB BNGLISB IN AIIBJUOA. 

wu fully efi'ected. The change from the unlimited power of Sir 
Edmund A.odi'OII and four , COJJDcilora, to the old government, 
which had auheiated for such a length ef time, was moet accept­
able to the Provincials ; but for want of coofirma.tion from home, 
it did not acquire that weight and authority that wu expected. 
The General Allll8mbly, however, feeling that it rested on the 
voice of the people, the only aource of power it recognized, enter­
tained no doubts of the legality of i~ own acta ; and directing the 
Supreme Court to proceed to the trial of aever&l criminals then in 
jail, upon their conviction ordered them to be executed. They 
juatified their condu9t by saying, tho.t " since the method lieth 
wholly with the freeholders, the re-establishment of patent privi­
leges was COIT8Ipondent to the late aettlement of affairs in En· 
gland." Of the petty intrigues of their agent in London, Mr. 
Mather, relative to the restoration of the old order of thinp, I 
shall not atop to give the particulars, 11,1 it is beside the object of 
this inquiry. The General Court, however, prepared an &ddreaa 
to the throne, couched in the usual language of fi&ttery, but with 
their characteristic caution, avoided the admission of imperial 
authority. In return, they received directions to continue the 
exercise of those powers of government they had uaurped, and to 
proceed u they had heretofore done, until iime could be afiOrded 
for taking the whole ~ubject into consideration. 

The period that intervened between the arrival of the Prince 
of Orange and the settlement of the crown upon him, wu o~e. of 
intense interest and anxiety throughout New England. They 
were aware that any protracted delay in the proceedings of Par­
liament, or disagreement between the two branches, or refuaal of 
the prince to accept the terms on which it ahould be offered, 
would inevitably throw the whole kingdom into confusion ; and 
it was just pouible royalty· might again cease to exist, and disaent 
be triumphant. As it wu anticipated, aerioua diflioulties did 
arise, which seemed ·at first &lmoat insurmountable, and we are 
indebted to the Liberals of that day for a speedy aolution of them. 
The Tories questioned the possibility of an abdication, or of the 
throne being V&C&Dt for a moment, and m&intaioecl that if tho 
king'a conduct could be considered u a demise, Mary wu ip10 
facto queen. They felt the 6bjection preasing upon ~em with 
irresistible force, that if- the principles of their op.(lAilfJntl wexe 
once eatabliahed, it nece&larily followed that tho monarchy wu 
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elective. The prelates, besides these questions of law, enter­
tained consCientious difficulties with respect to their oath of allegi­
ance. The Liberals were neither obetntcted by the doubts of the 
one nor scruples of the other. The former were above ~heir com· 
prehen~ion, the latter beneath their notice. Their idea of the 
British constitution may be summed up in a few words, " Might 
makes right," a maxim that lies at the root of all monarchical and 
republiran tyranny. When announced by a ijng like Jame~t 
these consistent politicians denounced it as deepotism; when pro­
claimed by a government, founded on popular euffrage, they call· 
ed it "the -voice of the people." When might was deficient, 
parliamentary skill was recommended. Macaulay, who, from co­
operation with them, is familiar with their principles, says tluJ 
essence of politics is cumprrmt'ise. 

Modern history may be searched in vain for such an avowal as 
this, a maxim that substitutes expediency for principle, and party 
ascendency for integrity. In this case compromise was not need· 
ed ; they bad the might and they used it. They called up the 
"spirits of the vasty deep." They sounded the alarm in the city, 
and summoned their old alliee. The conventicles poured out their 
saints, and the pot-houses their sinners, and a mixed and motley 
crowd filled and surrounded the Palace-yard, alarmed the friends 
of order, overawed the timid, and emboldened their party leadena 
to call for a-speedy decision. 

Such an assemblage had never before been seen in England. 
Larger and noisier inasses, mobs more excited and bent on mit­
chief, had been known, but such an irioongruous and heterogene­
ous body as this WJlS a new element in the annals of parliamentary 
legislation. The disgusting mixture of obscene oaths with texts 
of Scripture, as they alternately proceeded from the thoughtleu 
vagabonds of the town, or canting republicans of the old school, 
!OOn convinced, as it was intended they should, a majority of both 
Houses, that there was no time to lose. "I am inatmcted," said 
Lord Lovelace to the Peera, "to present a petition immediately, 
to proclaim the Prince and Princeu of Orange to be king and 
queeP.." When asked by whom he was deputed · to do 10, he 
hesitated a while, for he had no such memorial, but "the e~~Jence 
of politics," a slight "compromise" of truth with fal~~ehood, en·a­
bled him to answer, " There are no hands to it yet, but when I 
bring it here next, 'there shall be hands enough." 
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This attempt at coercion was indignantly resented, but the 
party had carried their point, and affected to repress what natur­
ally subsided of itself when not agitated from beneath. This 
menace of Lord Lovelace, says Macaulay, disgusted his own as­
sociates. The promoters of the riots, he calls " the fiercer and 
lower class of Whigs, the old emisaaries of Shaftesbury, the sup­
porters of College." He says the Whigs were even more de­
sirous than the Tories that the deliberations of the Convention 
should be perfectly free. A compromise means to yield something, 
to retain what is left, or to procure an advantage in exchange for 
one surrendered. True to their principles, they "compromised." 
They disavowed their agents, in which they exhibited more 
judgment than gratitude, for in truth they were associates whose 
support conferred no particular honor upon them ; and they 
claimed, in return, the credit of obtaining by argument, that 
which they alone owed to compulsion and terror. 

This revolution had a surprising effect in America, even more 
perhaps than in England. The report of the ComQlittee of the 
House of Commons was read throughout the colonies with the 
deepest interest. Although it contained recommendations as the 
ground-work of future legislation, there not being time to mature 
and pass so many important laws as would be required to give 
them e·ffect, yet viewed merely as declarations of opinions on sub. 
jects of vital interest, the Provincials studied them with the moet 
critical attention. Among other things, it was suggested for 
futu-re deliberation, that the judges should hold their places for 
life; that the mode of selecting juries should be altered in such a 
manner as to exclude partiality or corruption ; that the Court of 
Chancery should be reformed; that the fees of public funetionaries 
should be regulated, !Lnd that the law of qtto .warranto should 
be amended. · 

. The declaration of right recapitulated the offenses and illegal 
conduct of the king. It stated that he had invaded the province 
of the legislature; ~ad treated modest petitioning as a crime; had 
oppressed the Church by means of an illegal tribunal ; had, with­
out the con~ent of Parliament, levied taxes, and maintained a 
standing army in time of peace ; had violaled the freedom of 
election, and perverted the course of justice. Proceedings which 
could be questioned only in Parliament had been made the sub­
ject of prosecution in the King's Bench; partial and corrupt juries 
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had been returned ; exceasive bail had been ~:equired from pris­
oners, and disproportioned fines imposed ; barba~us and unusual 
punishments had been inflicted, and the estates of accused persons 
had been granted away before conviction. Finally, it assumed 
that he had abdicated the government. It went on to declare 
that the dispensing power, lately assumed and exercised, had no 
legal existence ; aud without grant of Parliament, no money could 
be exacted by the soveJeign from the subject, and that without 
the consent of the legislature, no standing army could be kept up 
in time of peace. The right of subjects to petition-:-0f electors 
to choose repre11entatives freely-:-0f Parliament to freedom of 
debate-:-0f the nation to a pure and merciful administration of 
justice, according to the spirit of its own mild laws, was solemnly 
affirmed. All these things the Convention claimed, in the name 
of the whole nation, as ita undoubted inheritance. , 

This declaration did not so much make new laws as clear the 
old f~om obscurity. It rendered that ~ertain which illegal prac· 
tice had inv9lved in doubt. The fundamental principle asserted 
for the last time, and now for ever established by the Revolution, 
viz., that no taxes could be levied on the people but by their own 
consent or that of their representatives, while it secured the liber­
ties of Englishmen, paralyzed the hold of tyranny in the pro­
vinces. Truth is eternal and immutable. That which is founded 
on reason, and the rights of freemen in Britain, can not be other· 
wise in America. The doctrine that representation was neces­
sary to legalize taxation had always been held in Massachusetts, 
and in almost ever/ other colony, from their earliest settlement. 
Their first resolve and their last declaration were usertions of 
this natural right, which, though not so boldly maintained, so far 
as the regulations of the commerce of the empire extended (al· 
though this was protested against), was claimed in the fullest and 
most unlimited manner in their internal affairs. 

There was a latent element, however, in this re.;.olution, doom• 
ed to exercise in after times a powerful and baneful inftuence in 
America. The commercial interest of the kingdom, by ita' enor­
mous, and increasing wealth, emerged from the humble condition 
it bad hitherto occupied, and soon made itself felt and considered, 
if not respected. An incipient national debt, occasioned by an 
expenditure that exceeded income, required loans, and the coffers 
of the tradesn1en were offered to the needy government, until the 
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creditor was enabled to make his debtor aenaible of his depend­
ence. The sea-ports and the manufacturing toWDJ rapidly en 
oroached on the inBuence of the landed aristocracy, and boldly 
demanded a portion of power. This new claaa of aspirants fo~; 
political influence, with the usual selfiahneu of trade, nurtured a 
jealousy of colonial commerce, and subsequently manifested a zeal. 
in restricting it in a manner moat beneficial to itself. It affectl!d 
to see nothing in the transatlantic poaseuiona but a market for 
English goods. Restriction and monopoly 1100n engend~ a de­
sire for taxation, and that, contrary to their narrow-minded calcu­
lations, not only failed in producing a revenue, but, by its ruinous 
expensea, nearly caused a nation~ bankruptcy. True to their 
cold and selfish maxims, they regarded their balance-sheet as 
their only sure guide, which, however accurate it may be in a 
counting-house, is worse than useleu to a statesman, who knows 
that it can never represent any thing more than the account of 
one branch of a vast, complicated, and dependent system, of 
which figures can convey no adequate idea whatever. 

In their policy joward the old provinces, the commercial cl&~~~­
ea imagined tWiy saw prodigious gain in perspective, and flattered 
themselves that compreuion alone was neoe888ry to cause a con­
stant stream of wealth to flow into England. In gruping at the 
shadow they lost the substance. The same sort of" ready-made" 
politicians now despondingly announce that they have discovered 
in their tabular accounts, that the ooat of protection exceeds the 
value of the return, and propose to abandon colonies altogether. 

These results of the great Revolution of 1688, were not only 
not dreaded, but not even suspected at the time on either side of 
the water. The Provincials, engrossed by ita more immediate 
operation, saw their own emancipation from uncertain authority, 
and nothing more. The limitation of the prerogative was held 
by them as equally applicable to the regal power in America. 
Its exercise had been made even more perplexing and oppre&llive 
toward them than toward the English. Theory and practice h.ad 
hitherto been ao much at variance, that they scarcely knew where 
it would reach, or what it would subvert. What opinions emi­
nent lawyers held on. _the subject was of little consequence to 
them, the practice had ever continued the same, and although 
Parliament, to make these new restrictions leu obnoxiou11 to roy­
alty, aaaerted that they only declared what the law always bad 

Digitized by Goog[e 



160 THB ENGLISH IN AIIBIUOA. 

been, it was manifest that if it bad . been 10 plain it ctid not re­
quire repetition, and that Westminster Hall was not ao unani· 
mous as had been represented. The very word " prerogative" 
was one of terror, for it was synonymous with a despotic power 
above the law, making or dispensing with laws at pleasure. 
Whichever way a coloni11t turned, he was met by it. It was in­
visible and intangible, but nevertheleSB it was. omnipotent. It 
claimed the whole country, the right of taxation, of government, 
of regulating commerce, controlling the militia, of pressing sailors, 
and billeting troops, of making war and peace, of constituting 
courts, and administering justice in matters civil, military, or eccle­
siastical, of monepolies, of coinage, and in fact, in and over all 
things. It had a jargon of its own, not very intelligible to the 
hardy but unlettered fishermen of the sea-coast, or the inhabit· 
ants of wigwams made of the bark of trees. When they heard 
of floatsam, jetsam and ligan, treasure-trove, deodands, and waifs, 
bona vacantia, ne-exeats and non-obstantes, and asked what these 
mysterious and uupronouncable words meant, they were told they 
were prerogative rights ; and when they demanded what prerog­
ative was, the best informed man could only reply in general 
terms, that "it is that special pre-eminence which the king hath 
over and above all other peraons, and out of the ordinary course of 
the common law, in right of his royal dignity. It signifies in its ety­
mology (from pne and rogo) something that is required or demand· 
ed, before, or in preference to all others. And hence it follows, 
that it mlist be in its nature singular and eccentrical, that it can 
only· be applied to those rights and capacities, which the king en­
joys alone, in contradiction to others, and not to those. which he 
enjoys in common with any of his subjects ; for if once any one 
prerogative of the Crown could be held in common with the sub­
ject, it would cease to be prerogative any longer. And therefore 
Finch lays it down as a maxim, that the prerogative is that law 
in the case of the king which is law. in no case in the subject." 

This was the best description Blackstone could give of it at 
a later period. To a professional man, already practically a~ 
quainted with its operation, it may suffice, though not very per­
spicuous or precise, but ordinary men will rise from ita perusal, 
not much enlightened by the definition of th., learned judge. 
Lord Bacon, when colonization was first seriously thought of, 
instructed James I . in a very explicit manner on this subject. 
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He maintained :" 1st. That the king may oonttrain the penon of 
his subjects not to go out or-the realm. 2d. That he may for· 
bid the exportation of commodities. • 3d. He may forbid the 
importation of any commodities into this realm. 4th. He may 
set a reasonable impost upon any foreign wares that come into 
the same; and so oq native wares that go out of the realm. 

The law being thus understood by Crown lawyers, the colonial 
charters of that reign were drawn in conformity with their opin· 
ions. We ·now perceive the reason why there were inserted in 
every patent, .. a license to emigrate, a permi811ion to export mer­
chandise, and exemption from impost during a limited term ;" 
and also similar provisions which were framed according to the 
prevailing notions of the times. "It is curious," says Chalmers, 
"to remark that it should seem, not only from the pa11age above 
cited, but from the argument of Baeon in the House of Com· 
mons, in support of the same doctrine, that there once existed in 
the law of England a principle, perhaps a practice, analogous to 
the internal and external taxation of the colonial controveny, 
since he contended that the king might establish an impost on 
exports and imports, though he admitted that the prerogative 
could not impose a domestic tax on lands or on polls:" Thus, 
though the petition of right had determined, with regard to En· 

·gland, the law, against the opinion of Bacon, before :recited, 
Charles I. continued to lay imposts on her dependent territories. 
The precedent for this had been established in Ireland, After 
its subjugation by Henry II., it was treated as a colony. The 
change made in its laws was not effected by any English Parlia· 
ment, but by the charters of its conq,ueror, and other subsequent 
aovereigns, who considered it a dependent conquered dominion, 
and, as such, possessed a legislative power over it. • 

We have a\r~dy observed that the repeated changes in the 
government of England had a very deleterious effect ·on the 
plantations. The popular cause in the colonies was always in 
advance of the parent country; and as soon as the Parliament 
obtained any new security for liberty, it was seized upon by the 
local legislature as their joint property, and their outposts were 
pushed on further into the royal territory. As soon as the report 

" See Chalmen'• Iotrod: to Hist., p. 3, notes. 
t Black. Com. vpl. I. p. 99. Cowper's Reportl, p. 210, Prym. lost. vol. rr. 

p. 294. 

Digitized byGoogle 



TB& .NGLISB IN AII.IUCA. 

of the Committee of the Commona, containing recommendatio111, 
reformatory }flwa, and the declaration of rigbta, arrived in Amer­
ica, the Alaemblies every where paseed fundamental laws, auert­
ing their privileges, and what they conceived to be their liber­
ties ; and although these were very properly rejected in England, 
on the gronnd that it was absurd for such dependent colonies to 
designate the t8!JD8 on which they would alone. admit their sub­
jection, still they afforded a convincing proof of the growth of 
democratic principles, and by the diaouuion to whioh they led, 
added life and atrength to disaffection, which was now propa­
gated with the utmost zeal by fanatica and demagogues. This 
encroaching disposition originated in. an early and long-continued 
neglect of the colonies by England. When their importance 
began to demand attention, it was strengthened by an equally 
flagrant mismanagement ; and when they became populous and 
obedient, it ripened into rebellion by an unjust and illegal claim 
of taxation, in the support of which the reasoning of English 
stateemen afforded topics of ridicule in the town meetings, and 
the conduct of the troops an easy triumph to the undisciplined 
levies of the agricultural districts. 

It would be unavailing now to blame those who severed the 
conn~tion, although, if there had been real affection on their 
part, the separation would not have been final. How much or 
hew little censure they deserve, is not at the present time the 
question. What we owe to ourselves ia a rigid self-examination. 
We should not shrink. from laying bare our own faults, that we 
may avoid similar errors in future. If we yielded independen~ 
by not retaining sufficient control over the form of their constitu· 
tions, let us be more careful of concession. If we interfered with 
their just rights, let us respect those of the remaining colonists. 
If we tried responsible government, as we shall presently see we 
did, denuded the governor of hia power, and invited resistance by 
our .own weakness, let the salutary lesson not be lost upon ua. 
In short, having once made shipwreck, let us survey the coast, 
and take the bearings of the rocks and shoals, and shape . our 
course accordingly. 

It must be admitted, that it is difficult for loyal colonists to 
look back upon the annals of those revolted provinces, without the 
deepest regret, and the most humiliating mortification. That the 
task of reviewing a series of absurd, negligent, and illegal acts of 
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needy governors and ignorant board~ of control, an terminating 
in discreditable miscarriages and defeats, is too painful even to be 
attempted by English statesmen, is manifest from the fact that it 
baa given ·neither -prudence to their measures, Wisdom to their 
councils, nor vigor to their conduct. When the independence 
of the old colonies was acknowledged, an immense number of 
dispatches from several governors were found in the public ar­
chives unopened. The pen had -been laid aside in despair for the 
sword, and both were disgraced by imbecility. It is to be feared 
that the provincial history, every page of which is filled with 
valuable instruction, baa shared the same fate as the official cor­
respondence, and remained unread. A natural or accidental de­
fect of vision is an infirtnity well entitled to commiseration, but a 
statesman who diadains the labor of research, and rerilains will­
fully blind, is a criminal on whom expulsion or c~msure impose no 
adequate punish~ent. 

Unhappily merit is not always the passport to office. Party 
convenience or family mterest, parliamentary influence or success­
ful intrigue, too often elevate men to important stations, -who, from 
vanity, ignorance, or want of principle, •are utterly unable to dis­
charge their duties. Sad indeed is the condition of a people when 
such is the temper of those who govern them. This, however, 
is an evil that no revolution can ever cure ; and it would seem to 
be a law of our nature, that we must depend on the lottery o~ life 
for the selection of our rulers. It has indeed become a parlia­
mentary maxim, that Provincials must be content to have their 
work " coarsely and roughly done ;" inasmuch as a colonial min­
ister, wlio has never crossed the Atlantic, can not, in the nature 
of things, be supposed to know much about the young and vigor­
ous empire committed to his charge. It is difficult to pronounce 
our opinion on the state of an invalid without visiting him. But 
when not only the disease, but its seat and its symptoms are dif­
ferently represented, be who ventures to prescribe is generally 
found to be bold in proportion to his ignorance. 

Empirica invariably proclain that they have discovered a_medi­
cine applicable to all ages and persons, and all cases and diseases. 
Political jugglers, who, in integrity and knowledge are not inferior 
to their medical brethren, possess similar powers of invention and 
deception, and have ever on band some nostrum of universal ap­
plication. Of these, the last and most valuable specific for con-
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lltitutional infirmities, bears .the captivating title of" Reapooaible 
Government." •· Wheh the world is overrun with credulity, ought 
we not to cease to wonder at the number of knaves who gather 
the harvest ? The sanatory state, however, of the colonial empire, 
fortunately for those intrusted with its care, furnishes abundant 
material for exculpation. The ..people will not follow the regimen 
ordered for them, or previous practitioners have mistaken tbt>u 
complaints. Their constitutions · are naturally feeble, or it is an 
epidemic under which they suffer, that will soon pus away, 01 

there is a complication of disorders-they are too much reduced 
for active measures:-or their nervous temperament is difficult to 
manage. But who can doubt that their treatment baa been both 
judicious and successful, when we have been so fOrtunate aa not to 
have lost one of our numerous dependencies since the great pesti· 
lence of 1783, in which no less than thirteen fell vicilins to the 
ignorance and neglect of our ancestors. Warned by their failnre, 
we have wisely avoided the route they ·traveled. Let us be 
careful that the road we have cholen doe~ DOt lead to the aame 
tennination. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
Heot of Toleration on the lllni1tent-Cotton Mather' 1 Attempt to rai1e & B.en­

val of Bigotry, by 1preading Alarm aboat Witche1-HU! Boob and BermoDI 
-.Preface by Richard Baxter--Exorcise• a Child at Bolton-Salem Deluaiou 
-Special Court-Ita Proceedings-Executions-Cue of the Rev. Mr. Bur-
roughi-Badden Change of Public Opinjon-Matber fall• into Contempt-De­
cline ofCcnsregationlilm--Arrival of Sir William Phipp1.with the New Char­
ter. 

THE mmmary manner in which the State prisoners were re­
leased on their arrival in England, and . the favorable reception 
Sir Edmund Androea met with from the court, together with the 
continued delay their agents experienced in obtaining a renewal 
of the old, or the iuue of a new charter, filled the people with the 
greatest anxiety and alarm. Having no repreaentation in Parlia­
mept, and neither court nor party influence in England, beyond 
the sympathy of the eeotaries, they had every thing to fear from 
royalty, t'o which they had always manifested a determined oppo­
sition, and nothing to hope from Episcopalians, whom they had 
ever opprelled and penecuted, while the service they claimed to 
have rendered to the public by enlarging the bounds of the empire, 
merited and received the answer, that their aetdement was under­
taken for their own advantage, and not ~he benefit of the State ; 
and if their endeavors had been succeBBful, they had themael..­
reaped the reward of their enterprise. 

This state of unoertainty as to the form of their foture govern­
ment, weakened the banda of their local nuthoritie~, while tolera­
tion equally diminished the influence of the ministen. It ia not 
easy for any person, not thoroughly versed in the hi1tory of the18 
people, to comprehend the vast extent of power wielded by the 
elergy during the existence of the first charter. They were not 
only councilors by an unwritten law, but also the authors of 
State papers, often employed on embassies abroad, and at home 
sPeakers at eleetiona and in town meetings, "New England," 
says Cotton Mather, "being a country where intereata are re­
markably enwrapped in eeclesiastieal eireiUDitancea, miniaten 
ought to concem themselves in politiea." They were invested 
with civil and spiritual authority; there was no eaoape from their 

Digitized by Goog[e 



166 TBB BNGLISB IN AIIBRIOA. 

grasp, and never !-l<luld have been, had it not been for the tolera­
tion granted, or rather forced upon the people, by the Church of 
England. Religious liberty struck at the very foundation of 
their power, for emancipation of the mind and freedom of action 
are illseparable. We have seen that the Puritans, in flying to 
the wildeme111 to obtain exemption from ecclesiastical control, 
with singular inconsiatency, claimed that privilege exclusively 
for themselves, making Church membership the qualification for 
the right of citizenehip. . To uphold this apiritual domination, the 
aid of the civil power was called, in return for wllich aaaistance 
the clergy lent their powerful support to the government. By 
their united efforts, all diuent wu baniahed or extirpated from 
the colony, and at the time that they were inveighing againlt 
the persecution of the Episcopalian&, they themselves made liberal 
uae of mutilation, whipping, banishment, and even the gallowe, 
to preeerve conformity. 

The moment religion was left unfettered, there· was an immedi­
ate reaction in public feeling. U nreetrained liberty u uenal pro­
duced licentioume~~. The people had been governed by their 
fean, no le111 than by their atfectioDB, and the clergy lost their 
authority. New sects sprang up, with a :zt~al and vigor that 
ever attends· novelty ; and, as usual when many kinds of diaaent 
are found in the same field, they produced hybrid varietiea of the 
aame ·species in abundance, until the ground was overrun with 
their exuberance, and every wholesome and aound plant wu 
101othered by their rapid growth and coarse foliage. 

The ministry felt it to be their duty, as they knew it waa their 
intereat, to recall men's minds from these numerous errors. The 
difficulty of the attempt lay in the selection of the means- After 
cool reason, and e.xciting·declamation had been severally tried and 
failed, recourse was had to superstition. The Puritans had ever 
eateemed themselvea a chosen people, and were fond of comparing 
New England with Canaan, of tracing a reeemblanoe in their 
flight_ to. the wildeme111 to that of the Israelites, and of aaaimila· 
ting their laws to the Mosaic code. In every piece of good fo~ 
tune they saw an especial answer to their prayers, and in every 
mortification and calamity the direct peraonal malice of the Devil 
and h.ia agents. 'l'his vanity and credulity their preachera had 

· always encouraged, as their own influence ~ceasarily kept pace 
with the auperstition of the poople. . They now fell back upon it 
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u their last resource to cheek the inevitable conaequenoee of the 
late act of toleration. · 

Among this numerous and powerful claiB, there was one man, 
Dr. Cotton Mather, admirably well qualified to preach up a 
crusade. He was more distinguished for snbtle reasoning, and a 
deep knowledge of human nature, than any of his contemporaries, 
and was less obstructed by scruples, or restrained by coasequences. 
Extremes meet. The Puritans abhorred any thing that bore the 
alightest resemblance to Popery, or reminded the beholder of ita 
abominations. In their ceremonies and doctrines they succeeded 
as well as they could have desired in produci11g a contrast; but 
in conduct and· principle, in which power rests, they were identi­
cal with one of the most able and artful of the Romish secta. 
Ultra Puritans like Dr. Cotton Mather, and extreme Romanista 
like Ignatius Loyola, bear 80 striking a resemblance to each other, 
that they may be both classed as members of the same school. 
The non-conforming remnant of the former body still remaining 
in the Church ·of England, who call themselves, with no little 
modesty, Evangelicals, but are known to others by the more 
appropriate name of Low Churchmen, are alike distinguished for 
their violent denunciations against Popery, and their decided par­
tiality for lllld open practice of J eiiUitical principles. 

Dr. Mather in order to promote a revival in religion, and re­
store the lost authority of the clergy, alarmed the fears and 
awakened the superstition of the whole people by deliberately 
planning and promoting the witchcrat\ delusion, which inflicted 
snob an indelible disgrace on his country. He aspired to be con­
sidered the great champion of the Church, and the most success­
ful combatant against the Prince of Darkness. Eager to signal­
ize himself in this particular kind of warfare, he seized upon 
every occurrence that could be represented as the result of diabol­
ical agency, circulated in his numerous publications as many 
tales of supernatural wonder as he could collect, and, at last, got 
up the delusion be 80 much desired in Boston. Having found a 
fitting instrument for his purpose, in a young girl of remarkable 
quickneaa and velsa.tility of talent, he took her into his house for 
the purpose of exorcising her. Among many proofs abe gave of 
being posaeaaed of a devil, one was that she was very fond of the 
Book of Common Prayer. which she called her Bible, while she 
could not decipher a syllable of the Assembly's Catechism. At 
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the same time abe exhibited such a tendency to heresy, abe wu 
often permitted to utter.words of-consolation and truth, and abe 
would 10metimea stand on the threahold of the Rev. Doctor's 
library and say : " They can't come in; God won't suffer them 
to enter into thy presence." The doctor publiahed a narrative 
of her diabolical performances, together with a aermon, which 
was circulated through the country, and reprinted in England 
under the superintendence of his patron and friend, the noted 
Richard Baxter, who, in a recommendatory preface of his own, 
affirmed, ".that he who would not be convinced by all the evi­
dence Dr. Ma~her presented that this child was bewitched, must 
be a very Sadducee.'' . Time had not 10ftened the cruel diaposition 
of this peraecuting English Dissenter, nor age mitigated his fero­
city. He exulted in the part he bad himself taken during the 
Commonwealth in urging on Hopkins, the Puritan witch-finder, 
in his murderous occupation. Alluding with unfeeling bitterness 
to the execution of an aged clergyman on a similar charge, who 
had read hi1 own funeral service at the gallows, and whom he 
called" the reading panon," he encouraged Mather to proceed in 
his glorious career. 

The work of the Rev. Doctor, entitled " Memorable Provi­
dences, relating to Witchcraft and POIIII8Silions," received the 
1anction of the other Puritan .Wvinea of Boston, who declared 
that the author had clearly proved " there was a God, and a 
devil, and witchcraft. The old heresy of the sensual Sad­
ducees denying the being of angels either good or evil, died not 
with them nor will it, while men abandoning both faith and 
reason, count it their wisdom to credit nothing but what they see 
and feel. How much this fond opinion hath gotten _ground in 
this debauched age is awfully observable, and what a. dangerous 
stroke it gives to settle men in atheism it is not hard to discern. 
God is therefore pleased, besides the witnees borne ,to this truih 
in Sacred Writ, to suffer devils 10metimea to do such things in 
the world as shall stop the mouths of gaiDB&yers, and extort a 
oonfson from them." 

This sermon affords a curious specimen of fanatical declama­
tion. "Witchcraft," says the author, "is a renouncing of God, 
and the advancement of a 'filthy devil into the throne of the Most 
High, witchcraft is the renouncing of Christ, and preferring the 
communion of a loathsome, lying devil, before all t}¥1 salvatioa 
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of tile Lord Redeemer ; witehcr~tft is a siding with Hell agaiut 
Heaven and Earth, and therefore a witch is not to oo endured in 
either of them. It is a capital crime, and is to be prosecuted as 
a i!pecies of devilism that would not only deprive God and Christ 
of all His honor, but also plunder man of all his comfort. No­
thing too vile can be said of it, nothing too hard can be d,one to 
such a horrible iniquity as witchcraft is.'' · 

The favorite tm:~s on the subject we~, " Thou shalt not suffer 
a witch to live," and "Have I not cbol!en you twelve, and one is 
a devil." Such a fearful subject, handled in such an exciting 
manner, easily prepared-the way for the tragedy that followed. 

While this· del~sion, so wickedly devised and so artfully sua­
tained, was thus spreadil!g over the metropolis, its operatiou 
were going on with tremendous efficacy in Salem and the neigh­
boring towns. Additioua were continually making to the num­
ber of accusers, by voluntary acceuiona, and by those who, having 
been charged themselves, to 11ave their lives, confessed and be­
came witnesses against others. The prisons in Salem, Cam­
bridge, and Boston, were crowded with suppoaed witches, and 
all the_ securities of sooiety were dissolved·. Every man's life 
was at the mercy of his neighbor. Fear, says the historian of 
this period, sat on every countenance. Terror and distress were 
in all hearts, and silence pernded the streets. Many of the' 
people left the country ; all business was at a stand ; and the 
fee~ing, dismal and horrible indeed, became general, that the prou­
idence of God was ret1WIJed from them, and that they were 
given over to the dominion of Satan. 

To meet the extraordinary crisis a special commisaion waa 
issued to several of the principal citizens and jurists of the colony, 
constituting them a court, to try accused persona at Salem. 
They assembled by particular appointment at the Court House, 
on the 2d of June, 1692. The first victim, an old woman, was 
executed on the 1Oth of June. The court then adjourned. 
'.rhe government during the recess consulted several of the 
Congregational ministers of Boston and its vicinity, respeeting 
the prosecutions, who, while they urged the importance of 
caution and circumspection in the method of examination and 
admission of testimony, at the same time decidedly and earnestly 
recommended that the proceedings should be " .vigorously carried 
on." The court sat again on the 30th of June, and five more 

H 
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old women were put to death on the 19th of July. It opbaed 
again August the lith, and on the 19th of the same month four 
men and one woman were executed ; and on the 22d of Septem· 
ber two men and six women were hanged. Eight more were 
Mndcmned, but thi!se were the last that suffered capitally, at 
that time. Oneo man refusing to plead to the indictment, was 
pressed to dea.th as a punishment for his contumacious silence. 

The principal immediate effect of these summary and san· 
guinary proceedings, was to render the ace~isers more bold, con­
fident, and daring. They began to feel that the lives of the 
people were in their hands, and seemed at last to hne cxperi· 
enced a fiendlike satisfaction in the thought of bringing infamy 
and death upon the best and most honored-citizens of the col· 
ony. Among thosewho suffered was the Rev. Mr. Burroughe, 
of Salem, whose fate struck a horror through the community, 
which it required all the art and sophistry of the board of minis­
ters to calm. He was a well-educated man, had· received the 
honors of Harvard University, in 1676, of a spotless life, and no 
charge of inconsistency as a minister had ever been attempted to 
be brought against him. ·On the· day before his execution, the 
unfortunate woman, Margaret Jacobs, who appeared as a wit· 
ness against him, obtained permi!!sion to visit him, when she 
made a full acknowledgement ef her perjury, and entreated him 
for his fOrgiveness. This he freely gave her, and' spent some time 
in ·prayer with hi!r. When the hour arrived for his execution, he 
was carried in a cnrt, with other convicts, from the jail to Gal· 
lows Hill, about an eirrhth of a mile toward Danvers. While 
Mr. Burroughs was on-the ladder, a contemporary writer observes, 
"he made a speech for the clearing of his innocency, with snch 
8olemn ami serious. expressions as were the admiration of all pres­
ent. His prayer was so well worded, and uttered with · sneh 
composedness and such fervency of spirit, as wa~ very affectiu'g, 
and drow tears fr~m many, so that it was apprehended the spec· 
tators would hinder the execution. 'l'o meet and turn back this 
'state of feeling, the accusers cried ont that they saw the Evil 
Being standing behind him in the form of a black man, and dic­
tating every word he uttered ; and the infamous Cotton Mather 
hurried round among the crowd OR horseback, haranguing the 
people, and saying that it was not to be wondered at that Mr. 
Burroughs appeaYed 110 well, for that the devil often tr4nsformcd 
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himself into an angel of light. This artful declaration, together 
with the outcries and assertion& of the accusers, had the intended 
eflect upon the fanatical multitude. When the body was cut 
down it was dragged by a rope to a hollow place excavated 
between the rocks, stripped of ita garments, thr_own with two 
others into the ·hole, trampled down by the mob, and finally left 
uncovered. 
, Nor did Mather forget those whose orthodoxy was doubtful. 
The religious toleration granted and enforced by .Andro88, disclosed 
the fact that there were some of the Baptist heresy still dwelling 
IUDong the faithful. When positive proof could not be obtained 
against the delinquent, apectraf evidence was admitted, a term 
then in use to designate information exhibited to the eyes or con· 
veyed to the ears by spirits or ghosts. These irresponsible in­
formers soon gave notice that the devil was at work among the 
people, in the shape of a Baptist preacher, making them renounce 
their baptisn, and be dipped anew by him,· and reviling and ridi· 
culing the lawful ministers of the elect. The absurdity of these 
oharges naturally led people to inquire if there was not fraud in 
others. Alarmed at the magnitude of the, evil, they paused and 
conferred with each other on the subject; but that which finally 
overthrew the power of the informel'l, was the increasing number 
of persons of character, station, and influence among the accused. 
They repeatedly charged the Rev. Mr. Willard, the author of 
the "Body of Divinity," one of the moat respectable ministers of 
the time. They accused a member of the immediate family of 
Dr. Increase Mather, who had recently returned from a special 
embusy to the English court respecting the charter, and was 

. then the President of Harvard College, the man whom Eliot 
calls the "Father of the New England Clergy." A, writer of 
that period also intimates that they lodged information against the 
wife of the newly-arrived govemo~; Sir William Phipps, and 
implicated one of the judges of the court. Their ·last accusation 
( whieh was prefened against Mn. Hale, the wife of the minister 
of the Firat Church in Beverly) was, in the opinion of the public, 
the most false and wicked of all, and eifectu8.lly broke the spell 
by which they had held the minds of the whole colony in bondage. 
Her genuine and distinguished virtues had won for her a reputa­
tion, and secured in the hearts of the people a confidence, which 
superstition itself could not sully nor shake. Mr Hale had un-
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happily been active in all the previous proceedings, but knowing 
the innocency and piety of his wife, he stood forth between her 
and the storm he had himself helped to raise. In denouncing 
Mrs. Hale, the whole community was convinced that· the accus­
ers bad perjured themselves, and from that moment their power 
was destroyed. The awful delusion ceased, and a cloee was put 
to one of the most tremendous tragedies in the history of real life. 
There are few if any other instances on record of a revolution of 
opinion and feelings so sudden, so rapid, and so complete. 

During the prevalence of this fanatieiam, twenty penon• )oat 
their lives by the band of the executioner, fifty-five eaeaped death 
by confessing themselves guilty, one hundred were in prison, and 
more than two hundred others under accusation. Immediately 
upon the terminati!)n of the excitement, all who were in jail were 
pardGned. Nothing more was heard of the affiieted, or the con· 
fe1110n. They were never called to account for their malicious 
impositions and perjury. It was apprehended· that a judicial in­
vestigation might renew the delusion, and all were anxious to 
consign the whole subject as speedily and aa effectually as posaible 
to oblivion. The state of things which Cotton MatJzer labored to 
bring about, in order that he might increase his own infl.uenoe 
over an infatuated people, hy being regarded. by them as mighty 
to out out and vanquish evil spirits, and as able to hold Satan 
himself in chains by his prayers and his piety, brought him at 
length into such disgrace, that his power was broken down, and 
he became the object of public ridicule and open inault. 

The excitement that had been produced for the purpoae of ·re­
storing and strengthening the inftuence of the clerical and apiritual 
leaders, resulted in effects, which reduced it to a still lower point. 
Congregationalism then received a shock from which it never af­
terward fully recovered. The intelligence of the ministers, if not 
their integrity, was questioned, and doubt, distrust, and infidelity 
soon struck root amid the ruina of superstition. While their 
fearful proceedings were in progreu, Sir William Phipps arrived 
with a new charter, the nature of which we shall deecribe here­
after, and thus were terminated all hopea of the restoration of the 
old order of things. It forms an important era in colonial history. 
Hitherto, the people had governed themselves without the control 
of England. ·They still continued to do so, as we shall see, in 
tpite of her interference. They grew up in neglect ; when re-
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straint was attempted, they rellisted ; and the moment they were 
able, the-y severed the connection. The Whigs reversed this policy 
for the remaining colonies ; they began with restraint, and ended 
with neglect and fatal indulgence, which are likely to produce a 
similar result.• 

• Whoever is desirous of further information on thia subject, will find &mple 
details in Hntcbinaoo, and the Collection of the Mas•o.chuset~ Historicnl Society, 
bat tbe be•t ar.coant is by the Rev. Mr. Upham, from whom I have drawn 
la;rgely. 
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CHAPTER V. 
REVIEW. 

The two moat intereating Period• of American History extend, lat. From tbe 
Settlement of Muaachuaetta to the English Revolution of 1688; 2d. To the 
Independence of the Coloni'es in 1783-Review of the first Period-Number 
and N aruea of Colonie• then aettled-Tbeir Population and Commerce-Ac­
count of the different Forma of Government then eatabliabed there-Great In· 
crel18e of democratic Opiniona-Change in Tone of Feeling in Virginia-Some 
Account of the Church there-Loyalty of Churchmen-State of Maryland, 
Pennaylvania, and New York-Effect of the Conduct of New England upon 
them. 

THE two most interesting periods of the colonial history of 
America extend from the first settlement of Massachusetts to the 
great English Revolution of 1688, and from thence to the peace of 
1783, that insured the independence of the revo1ted provinces con­
stituting the United States. We have now arrived at the termi­
natioaof the first, and must pause to review and contemplate it. 
It is by far the most curious and instructive, inasmuch~ during 
that time the colonies were planted ; their constitutions, after 
various alterations, asiiUmed a definite form ; and they were senl!i­
bly affected by every change which the innovations of those days 
introduced into the parent country. If we except Georgia, after­
ward planted, and Florida, subsequently conquered, the conti­
nental colonies were now firmly established, and consisted of 
Massachusetts, including Plymouth and Maine, Rhode Island 
(embracing Providence), Connecticut, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and the 
two Carolinas, and contained about two hundred and fifty 
thousand inhabitants, of which at least seventy·five thousand 
were settled in New England. Their commerce was carried on 
by twenty·five thousand tons of shipping, which was navi­
gated by two thousand six hundred seamen. 

No regular plan of colonization had ever been adopted. Set­
tlements formed by accident or caprice were left to languish or 
flourish, as the character of the people, or the nature of the soil 
or climate, happened to operate. They were not trained up, 
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they grew up ; and being beyond the reach of parental control, 
governed themselves in their own way. Many constitutions 
were drafted and proposed for adoption ; the moat arbitrary, im­
practicable tnd absurd of which emanated from men like Locke, 
whom England delights to honor as her moat distinguished 
sons. It may be some consolation to the admirers of that great 
man to know that modem statesmen, with a wider experience 
and infinitely increased means of information, have exhibited as 
little skill in legislating for colonists as he did. Several of these 
forms were tried in different places with more or leaa auoceu, but 
at the tiiJ)e we a~ now speaking of, though varymg from each 
other in many respects, they may be clalll!8d• under three heads ; 
Charter, Proprietary, and Royal C'TOverntnentll. Of the fint 
were Massachusetts, Rhode Islan~, qd Connecticut ; of the sec­
ond were New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Carolina; 
and ofthe third New York, Virginia, and New Hampshire. 

The origin of those charter governments, ll8 we have seen, 
was the surreptitious removal to .America, by the .Puritans, of a 
patent granted to certain of their number as a tradiDg company, 
whose court was to meet and act in London, and the attempt to 
adapt this incomplete and incompatible instrument to the pur­
poses of civil govemment. Subsequently other chartenl, equally 
inapplicable, were granted, in which not even the unsubstantial 
appearanC)e of sovereignty was reserved to England. They were 
pure democracies. They elected every one of their officers, from 
the highest to the lowest, and displaced them at pleasure, while 
the laws they enacted went into operation without transmiuion 
to England for approval. The main object in devising a conati• 
tution. for a dependency is, or ought to be, as has been very well 
expressed by an author of very great weight on this BUbjeot, " to 
make the new establishment as useful as possible to the trade of 
the mother country ; to secure ita dependence; to provide for the 
ease, safety and happineaa of the settlers; to protect them from 
their enemies ; _and to make an easy and effectual provision to 
preserve them from the tyranny and avarice of their gov81'Don, 
or the ill consequences of their own licentiouaneaa ; that they 
should not, by growing into an unbounded liberty, forget that 
they are subjects, or lying under base servitude, have DO reason to 
think themselves British su~jects." This is all that colonies, 
according to the preeent '-nd best ideas of them, can or ought to be; 
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The eeoond form in use was the proprietary. 1t was not then 
difficult for a person who had iuterest at court to obtain large 
tracts of land nof inferior in extent to many kingdoms, and to be 
invated with a power over them very little less than regal, to 
govern by what laws, and to forrn what sort.of constitution he 
pteued. A dependence upon the crown of England was shown 
only by the payment of an Indian arrow, a few skintt, or some 
other trifling acknowledgment of the same nature. In these the 
lords of the soil, having derived from the aame source the rega I 
rights that Counts Palatine enjoyed, stood in the plaoo of the king, 
who pouesaed within their limits neither the, means of effectually 
executing what the supreme legislature bad enacted, nor the un­
defined authority which superintendence may claim. Of these, 
by .far the .JD08t important were Maryland and Pennsylvania. 
In the former the constitution consisted of a Governor and Coun­
cil appointed by the proprietors, and an .Asaembly elected by the 
people. The reserntiona of the crown amounted only to a nega­
tive on the nomination of the Governor, the appointment of the 
officers of the customs, and their independence from local control. 
In Pennsylvania the proprietary was under the same restricti.ons 
that limited that of Maryland, but was more restrained by the 
people, for their legislature had but two parts, the AII&Cmbly of 
the d6legatell and the Governor. The latter wanting the great 
infl.uence which the Council gave in other places, found himself 
engaged in a very unequal contest whenever his sentiments diffilr­
ed from those of the House. 

In the royal provinces of Virginia, New York, and New Hamp­
lhire, the Governor, the Council, and the Delegates formed a min­
iature of the King, the Lords and the Commons. The Governot 
had the honor of representing the body politic of the king ; the 
members of the Upper House awkwardly discharged the ·twofold 
duty of the peers, by acting as a sort of privy council, and as sen­
ators in the making oflaws. The Delegates engaged the subniis­
aion of the people to what all had assented, since they were 
chosen by themaelvea. As the House of Assembly waa the 
guardian of the privileges of the subject, the Council was consti­
tuted chiefly to preserve the prerogative of the crown, and to se­
cure the dependence of the colony ; and the more effectually te 
answer these ends, they were appointed during pleasure only. 
When any bill passed the two HoUBellj it came 1-efure the Gov-
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emor, who declared or Withheld his assent as he thoqgbt proper. 
If approved by him, it then acquired the force of a law, although 
still liable at any petiod within three years to be annulled by 
the royal "ote. The local legislature, whether of the charter, the 
proprietary, or the royal government, had hut little similarity to 
the Parliament, beoau88 the one was merely that of a district, the 
other of an empire. The former was, therefore, provincial ud 
subordinate ; the latter w.as universal and sovereign .. 

Such were the forms of government that then prevailed, and 
the result was pure democracy in the charter governments. 
There waa but a shadow of a shade of royalty in the proprietary 
provinces in ·the person of a governor who represented, but dis­
obeyed the palatine, who himself ackuowledged the supreme rank, 
but disowned· the authority of the .king. Royal governments 
were distinguished for turbulence and disaffection. In all of 
them a refractory.people ruled, overawed or bribed the needy re­
presentative of royalty, whose silence they knew how to secure, . 
u he was dependent on their bounty for his support, and whoee 
removal they could always obtain by loud and hollow profeBBiona 
of loyalty, accompanied by protestations, that he alone was the 
cause of their distra<-1iona. ' 

The exemption from all control enjoyed by the people of New 
England at once excited the envy, the admiration, and the dis-. 
obedience of the other colonists, while the democratic opinions of 
her sectarian population, now fast extending themselves into the 
other parts ofthe continent, effected a rapid change in the senti­
ments of the provincials. Virginia, which had been originally 
settled by members of the Church of England, and subsequently 
peopled by the Cavaliers, had ever · been distinguished for ita 
loyalty. It had been divided into parishes at an early period, and 
supported a regular ministry. By the law of the land there was 
to be a room or house in every plantation "for the worship of 
God, sequestered and set apart for that purpose and not to be for 
any temporal use whatever: also a place of burial." Absence 
from public worship "without allowab~e excuse" was punishable 
by the forfeiture of a pound of tobacco, or fifty pounds if the neglect 
was continued for a month. The celebration of divine service 
was to be conformable to the Church of England. No minister 
was to be absent from his parish more than two months, under 
pain of losing half his salary. or the whole of it, together with 
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his cure, if hi~ notHt>sidence extended to four months. He who 
disparaged a clergyman without proof was to he fined five hundred 
pounds of tobacco, and to beg his pardon publicly before the whole 
congregation. Their salaries were to he paid out of the first 
gathered and best tobacco and corn, and no man was to dispose 
of his crops before paying his dueP, under a penalty equal to the 
full amount of his tax. 

It was not then known that a bishop should be the first, and not 
the last to land on the scene of mi88ionary labor; and the clergy, 
often badly &elected, always poorly paid, and far removed from 
eccle~iastical control, were gradually overcome by tho intriguee 
and misrepresentations of non·conformity, by the want of proper 
protection from the home government, and the grov.ing licentious­
ness of 11. people, whom the climate, the bounty of nature, and the 
facility of acquiring wealth, inclined or seduced into indulgence. 
Amid all the temptations as well as the difficulties of their situa· 
tion, the long struggles the inhabitants made against the spread 
of democracy, and the warm attachment they evinced to their 
king, and the institutions of the mother country clearly prove 
how loyal and dutiful is the teaching of the establishment, how 
important it is to further· her extension, and allllist in the endow­
ment of her parish churches, t>nt. only in America, but .in all the 
British possessions abroad . At a still more recent period, it was 
a most consolatory fact, that in the late rebellion in Canada, there 
were no Churchmen among the traitors who have been so merci· 
fully compensated for the inconvenience they suffered by imprht­
onment or exile. 

N egleeted as the clergy were in Virginia, and unmindful aa 
they themselves sometimes were of their duty, their labors were 
not without their effect. Spotswood, writing to the Bishop of 
London, says: "I will do justice to this country: I have observed 
here less swearing and profaneness, less drunkenness and de­
bauchery, less uncharitable feuds and animosities and le811 
knaveries and villanies, than in any part of the world where 
·my lot baa been." But at the same time he remarked and 
lamented the growth of republican principles : " The inclina­
tions of the country," he said, "are rendered mysterious by a 
new and unacc.ountable humor, which had obtained in several 
counties, of excluding the gentlemen from being burgesses, and 
choosing only persona of mean figuro ami character." 

Digitized by Googl e 



TilE ENGLISll lN AAI,t;ltlOA. 179 

The people of Pcnnsylvauia, a mixed race of Germans, Swedes, 
Dutch, and Euglish adveuturers, had no iunato sense of loyalty, 
and 110 comrnou fceliug of religious attachment to the church of 
the mother country. Calvinists, Lutherans, Minists, Moravians, 
Independents, Anabaptists, Sociuiaus, Dumplerd, ami Church­
men lived in singular harmony together, because the wants of 
nature left them but liltle time for the indulgence of theological 
discussions; but tltey all, with the exception of the last, agreed 
in the opinion that occupancy gave u. title to land, and that a 
laborious population had a better right to the soil than a specu­
lating proprietary. The Quakers, who boasted of their peaceful 
disposition and habits of submission, though not turbulent, became 
troublesome subjects by their passive resistance to all measures 
tha.t they disapproved of, and impeded the machinery of govern­
ment by refusing to aid iu its defense, or contribute to its support. 

Maryland, originally settled by Papists, regarded the revolution 
with dread, and had more sympathy with Rome than England, 
a feeling not a little increased by the contagious disloyalty, as 
well as the unju,,t anu ungrateful persecution, she e..xperienced 
from the Protestant sectaries, whom she had received and toler­
ated within her limits. With regard to both these provinces, as 
well as Carolina, the Lo1·ds of the Committee of Colonies repre­
sented to the king, that " the present circumstances and reiation 
they stand in to the govemment of England is a matter worthy 
of the considerntion of Parliament, for bringing tl1ese proprietaries 
and dominions under :1. nearer dependence on the Crown, as his 
Majesty's revenue in the plantations is very much concerned 
herein." 

New York, distracted by the contentions of two parties for 
supremacy, which England COllld ueither compose nor redress, 
par!nok of the general coutugiou. The Council reported to the 
Lnrrl:; or the Committt:e of Colonies, in July, 1691, "that New 
E uglunu Land poi~oncd those Western parts, formerly signal for 
In) al attachment, with her seditious aud anti-monarchical prin­
ciples;" while Grahame, the Attorney-general, informt:d them 
that "the principles of Joynlty and good alfeotion to tbe Crown, 
which were inherent to tbe people of New York, are now extin­
guished." 'l'he contagion soon oven;pread tbe remaining colonies, 
because "predisposition of habit na.turnlly attracts infection." 
Guarry, whose office of Surveyor-general of the customs enabled 
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him to know the genuine-principles and practice of every province, 
represented officially to the Board of Trade, "that this malignant 
humor is not confined to Virginia, formerly the most remarkable 
for loyalty, but is universally diffused." Very shortly after this 
period, 10 rapid had been the spread of these anti-monarchical 
opinions, that the governor writes from New York : "Now the 
mask is thrown off. The delegates have called in question the 
Council's share in the legislature, tromped up an inherent right, 
declared the powers grant~d by letters patent to be againsi law, 
and have but one short step to make toward wh~&t I am unwilling 
to name. The Assemblies claiming all the privileges of a House 
of Commons, and stretching them eTen beyond what they were 
ever imagined to be in England, should the Councilors by the 
same rule lay claim to the rights of a House of Peers, here is a 
body co-ordinate with, claiming equal powers, and consequently 
independent of, the great council of the realm ;_ yet this is the 
plan of government they all aim at, and make no scruple to own. 
But as national and sovereign empire is to be exercised by them 
that have the balance of dominion in the nation, so provincial or 
dependeni empire is not t.o be exercised by them that have the 
balance of Clominion in the province, because that would bring 
the government, from being subordinate, to be national and in­
dependent." 

As no consistent or well·digested -plan was prepared to remedy 
these evils, recourse was had to expostulation, to issuing peremp­
tory orders to governors, and to threats of invoking parliamentary 
interposition. These mt>asures only aggravated the evils they 
intended to repres11, for commands and menaces were alike disre­
garded where it was well known that there was no power what­
ever to enforce them ; and the authority that was at first evaded 
or disobeyed, at last became every where the subject of ridicule 
or contempt. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
POLJTIOAL INSTITUTIONS UNDEfl TEl£ OIIARTEfl. 

Office. Dntlea, a.nd Modes nf Appointment of tl1e Charter Oa•·crnors-Court of 
AssiHant~~-Ori~,rfn and Oro\\ th of the HuD$0 of Dele!'ates-,lealousy of tha 
People as to tbe Power of Governor sud MRJ;istrnteo-Cnllel\f Lawo deocribed 
~p~imcns of the Seuteucea of the Court.o-Perfect Equality oe.,.,red by 
their Law3 Rt>tl Iustitotion•-Account of 1'owo•hi!J• 1111d Town Meetiul(li­
Ct>nntic<i, Town•, oud Gcnernl Conrt present a Miniatura of a ~?TC&t Republic 
-Uuiou nfthe Coluuies. the Fonudal.ion of tho Fodera! Union of the tPie•­
Genara.l Syotcm ofpopulQr Education prepnrea the People for S..ttgovernmeot. 

\VE have sceu in the foregoing chapter!!, tlwt in civil and 
ecde~iastical matters, las~achuseUs ant.l the ul her adjoiuiug 
colonies, known as New England, a£serted and maintainal total 
ind!!pemlcnce. An attentive consideration of these institutions 
leads us to the coucln ion that they had ever in view the project 
of adhering as nearly as possible to a. democratic form of govern­
ment. 

From the moment of their landing in ..America, and taking 
pos cssion of the country, though they prr.eerved a friendly iuter­
course with England, the colonists extinguished nll obedieuce, 
aml severed nll political connection with it. They set up a. 
government of their own, based on popular election, and, as free­
men under the charter, claimed and enjoyed the right of modAl­
ing their constitution in their own way, and appointing their own 
officers, to exercise for a limited period executive and legislative 
functions. Their republicanism W!I.B not theoretical, but practi­
cal; not having a predominant character of elf-government, but 
possessing no other ingredient but the will of the people. J elllous 
of gubernatorial in-fluence, they delegated as small a share of 
authority to the governor as po ible, who was chosen annually, 
and was little more thau chairman of the al!l!ist.ants. He had 
tbe power of convening the legislature upon urgent occasions; 
but tlris he only enjoyed in common with the J.eputy·governor, 
and the majority of the councilors, either of whom could com­
maud their attendu.noe if be neglected, or did not see fit to do so. 
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He voted with the assistants, but merely. as a member of the 
court, his opinion having no more weight necessarily attached to 
it than that of another individual, unless there was an equal 
division, which entitled him to a casting vote ; but he could not . 
adjourn, prorogue, or dissolve them, acts which were reserved for 
the majority only. · He issued commisaiona to civil and military 
officers ; but the former were appointed by the court, and the 
latter generally elected by their companies or regiments. 

The oldest dispute in the colony related to the grounds and 
limits of the governor's authority. At Boston, on ocoaaions of 
dividing the town lands, " men of the inferior sort were chosen." 
The doctrine of rotation was asserted, even to the neglect of 
Winthrop, " lest there should be a governor for life." When oae 
of the elders proposed that the office should be held in that man­
ner, the deputies immediately resolved that no magistrate of any 
kind should be elected for more than a year. The jnatices once 
assembling, in a sort of aristocratic caucus, .nominated several 
persons for the choice of the people, but they took care to neglect 
every one of the candidates thus proposed. On the other hand, 
when one of the ministers attempted to dissuade the freemen from 
selecting certain persons who were obnoxious to the clergy, they 
disliked the interference of the adviser, more than they approved 
of the doctrine of frequent change, and returned them .almost 
without an exception. • So deeply rooted and widely &pread wu 
the prejudice againat a life tenure, that it may be said to have 
prevailed throughout New England. Connecticut, by a diatinct 
declAratory clause in its fundamental conatitutio111, O&Jefully 
guarded againat any such result. 

The advantage that democracy gains by making pro•n fof 
public officers annually, and not attaching fixed salariee to their 
situations, was very early perceived. In a contested el~ for 
governor, .in the year 1641, Mr; Bellingham w_. cbo~en over m, 
rival Winthrop, by a majority .of aix votes. The .-u\llt was not 
agreeable to the General Court ; and the fifst. OJ'der they QUlde. 
after proceeding to huain888, was to Npeal a a\aruling law, allow. 
iDg him a yearly salary of £100. Tbia precedeot t.bey a.i\e(ward 
adopted, as we shall presently eee, with gre•t allOCeaa, in embar­
:rusing all the subsequent repnsentativea of :royalty, unlil tbf 
actual breaking oU.t of boetilitiee. 

• Bancroft; Windlrop. 
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The llllllistants or councilore were annually choeen by the whole 
body of freemen in the colony. They constituted, with the 
governor, at the first settlement, the whole, and subsequently one 
of the two branchea of the Legislature, and were also the Supreme 
Court in all civil and criminal cau~e~, except in those instances 
in which an appeal was allowed to the General AYembly. When 
the Lower House came into existence, the members chose the 
Speaker, and proceeded to busine~. not only without presenting 
him to the governor for his approbation, but without even ac-­
quainting him with the· result of their election, or the name of 
the person whom they had selected. 

In the first little republic, every thing was based, as 'far as the 
freemen were concerned, on general and often-recurring elections. 
It was a fresh and young shoot from the tree of liberty, and grew 
with all the vigor of youth into wild luxuriance, that defied alike 
the pruning-knife or the training hand of cautious experience, 
until it overran the whole country. By a natural con!equence of 
causes, the operation of which was not. then at all understood, the 
Upper House became more dependent on the popular voice than 
the lower branch, inasmuch as it was chosen by the freemen of 
the whole commonwealth, and the other by those resident in tho 
several districts. The assistants, therefore, bad a larger constit­
uency to conciliate and repre&P.nt, and were .consequently more 
under observation, and more exposed in the conflicts of party, to 
the ingratitude of unstable friends, or the rancor of inflamed 
opponents. As sanctity of mannere and 110undnesa of doctrine 
were strong recommendations to popular favor, they became every 
day more expert in the language of cant, and more obsequious to 
their partisans the ministere, until at last they were unable to 
stem the torrent of fanaticism, whose channels they had eo in­
dustriously widened and deepened themselves. Stripes, eonfisoa­
tions, banishment, and death, were liberally awarded to hereEy, 
to gratify the ignorant zeal of the mass, and the vindictive malice 
of the clergy, who considered dissent from their opinions aa far 
more criminal than rape, burglary, or highway robber)·-the one 
being punishable, if persiated in, with death ; and the otilera en­
titled to those lesser penalties that were awarded to offenaes not 
capital. 

Men who fail in obedience themselves, generally compensate 
for the defect by extorting it from o\here. A stubborn, unyielding 
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temper is the cause of these peculiarities. While the Pnritans 
of New England made the world ring with their accu.ations 
against the tyranny of Laud, they did not disdain to make use 
of the instruments of despots, to enforce conformity to their own 
views. For this purpose, they passed a law on the subject of 
torture, which, though nominally prohibiting. authorizes its appli· 
cation, and regulates its Ul!e. It begins by forbidding recourse to 
be had to it generally. but excepts any case in which the criminal 
is fint fully convicted by clea,r and sufficient evidence; after 
which, if it be apparent, from the nature of the case, that there 
are confederates with him, he may be tortured ; yet not with such 
instruments as are barbarous and inhuman. 

The rigor of justice extt>nded itself as well to the protection 
of the rightt1 of property as to the moral habits of the people. A 
remarkable instance of this is shown in the power given to 
creditors ~ver the persons of their debtors. T.he law admitted of 
a freeman's being sold for service to discharge his liabilities, 
though it would not allow of the sacrifice of his time by being 
kept in prison, nnless some e~tate was concealed. 

It was owing to a jeal"u"y of magisterial authority that a 
compilation of the laws was sought for with avidity by the 
people. They were disinclined to invl'St the justices with any 
discretionary power whatever, in apportioning punishments to the 
circumstances of each particular case, and required an exact 
penalty to be attached to every offtmse, preferring to lose the 
beflefit of mitigation to incurring the dangers of arbitrary de­
ctstons. In order to appease the murmurs of dissatisfaction, the 
work was undertaken in earnest, and after fourteen years of 
deliberation of committees formed of magistrates, ministers, and 
elderi, a code was produced and ratified by the Legislature. 
These laws, ninety-eight in number, were named "fundament­
als," or "body .of liberties." This curious compilation com· 
mences with a general statement of the rights of the inhabitants, 
in seventeen articles, of which several may now be found em· 
bodied in the Constitution of the Great Republic, and the St~te 
Bills of Rights. Next follow "rights, rules and liberties in 
judicial matters," forty-one in number; "liberties concerning 
freemen," twenty in all, and chiefly referring to the civil polity 
of the colony. Two are devoted to the libet"ties of women. 
Liberties of children, and. of servants, are each contained in four 
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articles. Liberties of foreigners and strangers occupy three addi­
tional ones, and the " brute creation" is protected by two. 
Capital Jaws inflict the punishment of death on twelve offenaea, 
1md the whole concludes with an account of the liberties the 
Lord has given His churches. 

It is a most extraordinary production, and will well repay the 
labor of perusing. That it was unwillingly compiled and pub­
Jisht>d is well known; but this compulsory task was so adroitly 
performed, that most clauses contain some qualifications to render 
them inoperative. Thus every church may choose its minister, 
provided he be able, pious and orthodox. Private meetings are 
allowed to all sorts of Christian people, " if they ~ without 
offense as for number, time, place, and other circumstances." 
"There shall be no captivity among us," but the slave-trade is 
established by the exception, unless it be captives taken in jn1t 
wars, those who sell themselves, or such as a1·e sold to us. 
Liberty and hospitality is gtantcd to all ·foreigners who' profess 
the true Christian religion. No inhabitants tD be compelled tD 
go beyond the jurisdiction in any offensive, but only in vindictive 
and de(ensitJe wars, and so on.• It contains not the most diltant 
allusio.il to the laws of England, 1ince it · was compiled chiefly 
from the Jewish 11ystem, which was adopted because it had been 
given tD an elect people; and the common law and statutes of 
their fathera were no more regarded in Massachusetts than in 

• Apparel wu regulated by these rigid magistr'ates u well u morals. Ia 
the year 1649 the following circular was sent through the country by the magil· 
tntel ,· " Forasmuch u the wearing of long hair, after the manner of the Rna· 
siana (C~~t~alierl 1) and barbarous Indians, hu begun to io11ade New England, 
contr'ary to the rule of God'• word, which 1ays it ia a 1haltle for a man to wear 
long hair, as also the commendable custom generally of all the godly of our 
nation, untO within tMs few years. We, the magistrates who have subscribed 
this paper (fur the showing of our own innocency in thil behalf) do declare and 
manifest onr dislike and detestation ngainst the weAring o( auch long hnir, u 
against a thing uncivil and unmanly, whereby men do deforme themselves and 
offend sober and modest men, RDd doe corrupt good manners. We doe th~refore 
earnestly entreat all the elders of this jurisdiction,. as often as they shRll see 
caole, to manifest tbe1r zeal against it in their public administrations, and to 
take care thllt tbe members of their respective churches be o"t defiled there. 
with; that ao ouch aa shall prove obstinate, and will not reform tbemselvea. may 
have got God and mao to witneaa againat them. 

"The 3d month, 6th day, 1648." 

"Jo. ENDICOTT, G011ernm-. 
"Taos. DUDLEY, Dep11ty·GOT/e1'1Wr • 

.. .And otMrl. 
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Germany or France, aa they were deemed inapplicable to their 
condition. They declined to. administer justice in the name of 
the king, because they did not like the appellation nor admit his 
jurisdiction, but preferred to use the more appropriate term of" the 
established authority," since they affected the state of a common· 
wealth. • These ordinances were, however, of their own making as 
well as their Coostitntioo, and both were the acts of the people. 

They held the maxim Vox populi, vox Dei to be equally true 
in polities a~d religion. Public opinion in a free country, when 
rightly understood, exllrcises a most salutary and necessary influ­
ence over the officers of government ; but if it be eo closely applie1l 
as to absorb all independence. it ceaaes to be a check and degen­
erates into tyranny. It does not limit and circumscribe authority 
by constitutional guards, it annihilates it. 

Equality of condition was secured by a law regulating the de­
scent and distribution of the real and personal property of intes­
tates. . The exclusive claim of any one heir was not listened to, 
but an equal division was made among all, reserving only to the 
eldest son a double portion, to reward him for his labor and assist­
ance in acquiring the estate, and to enable him to stand in loco 
parentis to the family when deprived of it& natural guardian. 

• While they were without a code or body of lnwa, their sentences seem to 
have been adapted to the circumstances of a large family of children and 
servants, as will appear from tbe following, which, from among many otberw of 
the same sort, I have extracted from the public records : 

"John Blutowe, for stealing four buketl of com from the Jodians, g .ordered 
to return them eight buketa, to be .fined five pounds, and hereafter to be called 
by the name of Josiah, instead of Mr., as formerly." "Sergeant Perkins ia 
ordered to carry forty turfs to the fort for being drunk." " Captain Lovell to be 
ndmonisbed to take heed ofligbt carriage." Thomu Petit for •u•picion of alnn­
der, idleness, and stubbornness, to be severely whipped and kept in bold." 
" Catherine, the wife of Richard Comiob, found 1uspicioua of incontinency, 
seriously admonished to take heed."-Hutchinson, vol. 1. p . 436. 

The Connecticut laws, which were framed and executed by p01ople vastly 
inferior in ability and education to those of Massachusetts, are coospicnoos for 
their harshnese as well as their absurdity : ' . 

"No. 17,. No one ahall run of a Sabbath·day, or walk in his garden or else­
where, except reverently to and from church. 

"No. 18. No one shall travel, cook victuals, make beds, sweep ho011ea, cot 
hair, or aha ve on the Sabbath·day. 

"No. 19. No husband shall kiss his wife, and no mother ahall kiss her child 
upcn the Sabbath-day. 

•·No. 31. No oo.e ehall read Common Prayer, keep Christmas or Saint's daya, 
make mince pies, dance, or [' lay on any instrument of music, except the drom, 
the trumpet, and the Jewa• harp." 
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This fundamental law in a country .where people generally marry 
early and have numerous children, effectually destroys the natural 
tendency of property to accumulate in the hands of a few. 
Hereditary claims were also rejected, their public officers being 
all annually chosen from the body of freemen, without regard to 
distinctions. Old associations and early prejudices in favor of 
rank and fortune, though theoretically disclaimed, were not ioop­
erative at first in the choice of the go'\rernor and assistants; but 
they gradually gave way to the principles they had laid down fur 
themselvel!, and in time station or family connections were found 
to be aristocratical barriers to public favor. At an early date 
perfect equality was aimed at. Not more than half a dozen gen· 
tlemen took the title of Esquire, nor more than four or five out of 
a hundred freemen that of Mr., although they were, in general, 
men of substance~ Goodman and Goodwife were the common 
appellation. Destroying the distinctions of rank, conferring equal 
rights on all the freemen, and sanctioning a distribution of real es· 
tates among the children of intestates, were the foundation and sop­
port of the fi1'Bt, as they now are of the second American Republic. 

Their militia service, though regulated by law, was enforced 
by officers chosen by the companies, and placed under the com­
mand of a general nominated by the freemen, but approved ·and 
appointed by' the court. 

The principle of self-government was claimed and exercieed by 
the inhabitants of townships, subdivisions of counties correspond­
ing in some respects to English parishes. These little local com· 
munities possessed certain corporate rights. The people &!!Sembled 
together, and voted sums of money to provide .for the poor, the 
support of religion, the erection of public buildings, the repair of 
highways, the maintenance of police, and similar objects; and 
also for the purpose of electing assessors, collectors, justices, and 
select men. The duty of these last officers was to see the law 
of the land observed, and especially to enforce the orders of th~ 
people in all matters relati,ng to the good government and internal 
management of the to~nship. They were also charged with the 
direction of the education of the rising generation, the support of 
the ministers, and the mode of apportioning and collecting the 
sum ordered by the · gt~neral court to be raised within their juris­
diction for State purposes.• 

• See Wonder Working Providence, Sion•• Savioor, p. 191. 
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A law, paued at a very early date (about 1636), gave a pe· 
culiar character to these townships. It prohibited the erection 
of dwelling-houses in any new town at a greater distance than 
half a mile from the church. Lands, in consequence, were seldom 
granted to individuals, but only to companies, associated together 
for settling a plantation. The New England rural districts were 
thus made villages, differing in that respect from those of Virginia, 
whence resulted a concentrated population. This arrangement 
was originally made for the religious organization of the settlers ; 
but as it produced combination, it effected in the end most import­
ant political as well as social results. 

The town meeting was a place where matters were publicly 
discuued, whether they related to the votes and conduct of rep­
resentatives in the General Court, or were only of parochial inter­
est. They were normal schools for politicians, where aspirants 
for popularity railed against the salaries and extravagancies of the 
commonwealth, declaimed on the· rights and privileges of freemen, 
extolled the value and importance of the charter, drew frightful 
picturei of the proflig'lley of princes, and their wicked attt>mpts to 
enslave the people, and by their pompous orations encouraged 
their countrymen to prefer dt>ilth to dependence. Questions of 
privilege, . that occllSionally arose between the different branches 
of the legislature, were here most learnedly dii!Cussed, as well as 
matters of doctrine and discipline, that sometimes disturbed the 
churches. Points that have puzzled divines and philosophers, 
were disposed of with great ease and fluency, and the applicability 
of texts of Scripture to every imaginable case most clearly demon­
strated.• The expediency of uniting with the other colonies, and 
the plans of attack and defense in the French and Indian wars, 
being of more interest, were treated with less cant, and more 
knowledge and discretion. In short, in those little democratic 
assemblies were trained the men, who were afterward to maintain 

· their rights in the General Court. 
The CommoRwealth of Massachusetts, therefore, was a miaia­

ture of the great Confederation. The General Government and 

• The General Court bPiug much 11gitated on the question of the right of veto 
ill the a11istants, called upon Mr. Cotton, the great divine of the day, to preach 
on the aobjeet. He chooe the following 111011t prrti'Mtlt tellt (Hag. ii, 4): "Yet 
DOW be atrong, 0 Zerubhabel, aaid the Lord ; and be strong, 0 Joahua, aoo of 
Joaedech, the High Priest; and be strong, ell ye people of the land, aod workz 
for I am with you."-Hnb. Hilt.'Of Net~~ Engl41&.J. 
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Supreme J udical Establishment, having jurisdiction over the 
whole country, centred at Boston, as those of the United States 
now do at Washington.• Every township, as we have seen, 
was, to a certain extent, for aU internal matters, independ­
ent, made by~laws for its own inhabitants, regulated its' •wn 
fiscal and tenitorial affairs, and was represented in the State 
legialature at the capital. Masaachusetts was, ·in fact; a union 
of many little sovereign communities, with a~ federal govern· 
ment, composed of diatrict delegates, with the )lOwer of enacting 
lawa for all, in those matters in .which the co-operation of all 
was neceuary, and without which authority could neither be 
reepected nor maintained. · The supreme power of the common· 
wealth, whether ·for defense, revenue, or legialation, wu india­
penaable for the welfare, if not for the existence of the atate. 
The uncontrolled management of their local affain wu not le11 
esaential to the freedom and the independence of the townships. 

It was as pirited and able sketch, which the masterly hands 
of modem politicians have filled up, without destroying the like­
ness, and its features are all discernible in tlie inimitable CoDiti­
tution of the United States. The resemblance ia moet striking 
in the confederation entered· into in 1643, already described, 
under the designation-" The United Colonies of New England," 
consistiag of delegates from Massachusetts, Plymouth, Conneoti· 
cut, and New Havea, the prototype of the pat American 
Legislature of the present day. It suggested the idea of.all those 
Conventions, whether pruvincial or continental, that preceded the 
war of independenoe, as well as the Congress. It even contained 
aome articles, now to be found in. the Ameriean Constitution ; 
namely, the delivery of runaway slaves and fugitives, and the 
proviaioa that judgments of courts of law and probate of willa 
in each. colony, should have full foroe and effect in all the others. 
It carefully guarded the separate privileges of each contraotiug 
province; and thua the dootrineofState Rights was first broached 
and acted upon two hundred years ago. 

But the first settlers of Massachusetts laid the basil. of their 

• Under prete~ee or cbooeiog a geographical centre lbr Coogreaa, AmericQ 
atatesmeo provided againat the danger of beiog overawed or eYeD ioflaeDCed 
by the ~ob of a large city. W aabington ia liule more tbaa a amall toWD, com­
poaed of pablio buildings and botela-a simple arra111f81118Dt that Wllllld a&rip 
Paria or its variety and inaecnrity. 
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freedom on a broader, better, and surer foundation, than any of 
those institutions to which I have referred-on a well-regulated, 
well-proportioned, and general educatiou. Montesqoieu, in his 
"Spirit of Laws,"• says ihat the principle of a republic is 
"virtue," which he defined politically, to be "respect for the 
Jaws, and a love for our country." In this sense, virtue is found 
nowhere eo strong aa in the United States.· The frightful tales 
related by tru~lers, of Lynching and summary justice inflicted by 
excited mobs, are occurrences peculiar to territories bordering on 
civilization. In all ages, and in all countries, barbarians and 
outlaws resort to fastnesses, or dwell on the confines of the desert, 
-in the inaccessible depths of the. wilderness. In America, these 
regions are the resort of their own criminals, and the refuse of 
Europe; but it would be t~e height of prejudice, or injustice, not 

. to give the population at large the credit they deserve, for respect 
for the laws.t They are a sensible and practical p~ople, and 
.feel that .the safety and durability of their institutions depend 
.upon this submissive 1>bedienoe. They are aware that they are 
their own laws, enacted by themselves, and that if they dis­
appoint their expectation, they have a better remedy in repealing, 
than in violating them. . They know instinctively, what that 
great philosopher had discovered by reasoning and research; that, 
in a republican government, the whole power of education is 
required. Most nobly has this duty been discharged. 

Scarcely had the ground in the neighborhood of Boston been 
cleared, when the General Court founded a college, which they 
afterward called Harvard, in token of gratitude to a clergyman 
of that name, who bequeathed a considerable sum of money to it. 
The town of Newtown in which it was situated, was· denomina.­
ted Cambridge, the name of the al'TIUJ, mater of many of the 
principal people in the colony. In this respect, they showed a 
i&r greater knowledge of the world, and of the proper course of 
!lducation, than the inhabitants of ·the present British colonies. 
They first established a university, and then educated down-

··Spirit of Laws, Vol. J. Book 4, Chap. 5. 
t Something very like Lynching was attempted in London lately, at Barday'1 

brewery, on Maubal Haynao; and although hundreds were concerned in it, the 
Sovemment were unable or unwilling to bring the offtmders to justice. It ia 
not the fuhion in England to bang tr11itors. Loy11lty is becoming a rare offense, 
end excitell the irrepre11ible ire of the "moat enlightened citizens•· :>f the great­
eat city in Europe. 
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ward to the common achools, as . auxiliary seminaries, which 
were thua supplied with competent teachers; while duly qualifi­
ed professional men and legislators, were simultaneously provided 
for the state. In Canada, there is an unfriendly feeling toward 
these institutions, which people, who play upon popular prejudico 
or ignorance, endeavor to foster, by representing them as engi'OBI­
ed by the sons of the rich, who are able to pay the expense of 
their own instruction, without assistance from the public treasury ; 
and that all that is thus bestowed, is so much withdrawn from 
the more deserving but untra!ned children of the poor. 

Six years after the arrival of Winthrop. the General Court 
voted a sum, equal to a year's rate of the whole colony, toward 
the erection of this college. The infant institution was ll favorite. 
Connecticut and Plymouth, and the towns in the cast, contrib­
uted little offerings to promote its success. The gift of the rent 
of a ferry was a proof of the care of the atate; and once at least, 
every family in each of the colonies gave to the college at .Cam­
bridge twelve-pence, or a peck of corn, or its value in unadulter­
ated wampumpeag,• while the magistrates and wealthier men 
were profuse in their liberality. The college, in return, exerted 
a powerful influence in forming the early character of the coun­
try. As soon as this institution was fairly in operation, provision 
was made, by the allotment of land, local as&e88Jllent, .and other­
wise, for elementary schools ; "it being ope chief project of that 
old deluder Satan," says the preamble to this venerable law," to 
keep men from the knewledge of the Scriptures, as in former 
times keeping them in an unknown tongue; so in these latter 
times, by persuading men from the use of tongues, so that at least 
the true sense and meaning of the original might be clouded with 
false glosses of saint-seeming deceinrs, and that learning may 
not be buried in the graves of our fathers." 

It was ordered in all the Puritan colonies, "that every town-

• Wampum was con~idered u the Indian money, one fathom was worth five 
lbilliuge. Their white money they called M>alllpum, which aignifted white;, 
their black 1uckawlwck 1vki, siguifying black. A traveler tho• describe• it : 
"In my way I bad opportunity of aeeing the method of making wampum. It 
is made of clam-shell, containing within two colors, purple and white, and in furm. 
DOt unlike a thick oyster-shell. The process of manufacturing it ia very 1imple. 
n is joat clipped to a proper aize, which ia of a small oblong parallelopiped, the11 
dolled, and afterward ground to a round smooth surface and polished. The pur. 
pie wampum ia much more valuable than the white, a very small part of the 
llbell being tha& color.-TilalcAfr'a Hi.tory of PlytnOMIA. 
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ship, after the Lord had increased them to the number of fifty 
householders, shall appoint one to teach all children to write and 
read ; and. where any town shall increase to one hundred families, 
they shall set up a grammar-school, the masters thereof being 
able to instruct youth 80 far as they may be fitted for the Uni­
versity." The joint operations of both gave a pre-eminence to 
the people of Maaachusetts, which they maintain to this day. 
At a later period, this laudable example was followed in almost 
every part of the country, now c.'llled the Uniwd States; and in 
no l'e&pect is their wisdom more eenspicuous- than in thus follow-
ing the example of their forefuthers. · 

Here it may be both convenient and. useful to pause, and cnm­
pare the Conetitution of the fintt New England ~epublics, and 
that of the great Federal Government of the present day. The 
introduction of democracy was the work <>f the Puritans. It 
went infinitely furthel,' than that of the revolutionists. The lat­
ter was conservative. The admirable Constitution of the United 
States is less simple ia its structure, but safer in its operation; 
less demoeratic in fts form, but confers and insures more freedom, 
and is better provided with appropriate .checks to guatd the 
independence of the people, and p~tect it from its own exC888. 
It echoes public &entiment, but the tone is subdued and softened 
by repetition. The unmistakable voice of the people is heard ; 
but the medium through which it passea, mitigates ita overpow· 
ering ·sound, and it is 80 modified 'that it can be distin![uished 
with ease, and listened to with safety. The statesmen who drew 
up that master-piece of wisdom, wert~, however, greatly indebted 
to their ancestors, for exhibiting to them their imperfect experi· 
mt>nt in self:government, fur all· or the greater part of th«.>ir in­
stitutions may be traced to those of the first settlers. Universal 
sulli·age, annual parliaments, and yearly governors, are more 
democratical than the pJ.:8ctical, rational, and enlightened de­
scendants of the New Englanders thought conducive to the de­
liberative character of Congress, or compatible with the peace and 
harmony of the peopie. 

The first i'dea of a Congress was suggested, as we have seen, 
by the Confederation of the united colonies of New England, 
which was in existence for about forty years. It consisted of 
delegates from the associated provinces, formed but one assembly, 
and was presided over by gne of their number, chosen by them· 
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aelns. With the recSoida of this body before them, "Pd a Legie­
lature in the old Puritan plantations, consisting of a Governor, 
ABBistants, or Second HoWMt, and·an ABBembly, all eholen annually, 
it ia natural . that they should adopt one or the other aa their 
model. Perceiving .the defects of each, they blended the beat 
pntls of both, and made such improvements as were necesaary. 
It wu for tne wisdom of these additions, not the invention, that 
they are entitled to the gratitude of their countrymen, and the 
admiration of mankind. 

The governor, when elective in the old colonies, was chosen 
directly by the people. The framers of the Constitution adopted 
the principle of popular choice ; but to avoid danger, vested it in. 
electors chosen by the inhabitants, under the dirtlction of each 
State. A very wiw and ulutary measure. This body is again 
secured against corruption by being cho~~en only within thirty­
four day of the election. In the old provinces, the governors 
were annual officer ; but they had no foreign policy to pursue, 
nod their territorial jurisdiction was small . To preserve- the 
vriuciple of frllsh appeals to the people, and at the so.me time 
insure consistency in the council of the nation, the President's 
period of service wa extended to four years. 

In New England, the governors were often constrnined to 
yield to lhe House of Delegates, because they had the power to 
give, increase, dimini h, or withhold their salary. The new Con­
stitution provides t.hat he shall receive tt st.a.ted sum, that can be 
n~ither augmented or reduced during his term of office. To 
make him a constituent branch of the legislature, and give him 
a voice equally potential with either or both of the other two 
chambers, wu not only incompatible with their ideas of equality, 
but did not appeJl.r to be demanded by any indispensable neces­
sity. It was obvious, however, that he ought to possess the 
means of defending the el:ecutive department, WI well as the ju11t 
balance of the Constitution against usurpation. He wu there­
fore inveswd with a qUAlified negative. When a bill has passed 
both Houses, that he diYpproves of, he return it, with his objec­
tions, to the Chamber in which it originated. If both Houses, 
after reconeideratiou, adhere to their bill, by a vote in each of 
two-thirds of its members, it then becomes law, the qualified. 
veto notwithstanding. 

In the old compact of" Confederation of \he United ColoiUer." 
I 
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under the first republics of New England, we have seen that 
there was but ·one Chamber, as now subsists in Frimee. Tho 
experience of mankind • has unequivocally condemned the prac­
tice of leaving all legislation in the hands of any one unchecked 
body of men. The hasty violence and constant instability of 
their proceedings have ever shown that they are unsafe deposito­
ries of power. Warned by the failures of the Italian republics, 
which were all thus conl!tituted, and having before them the 
example of the royal provincial government&, in which there 
were two branches, they very wisely made Congress to eoneist of 
two Chambers,, the Senate and House of Representatives. Based 
on popular election, and adhering as closely as po&&ible ·to the 
principle that the people were . the I!Ouree of all power, the 
Senate was so constructed as not to be a mere·duplicate of the 
Lower Chamber. It consists of two mllmbera from each State, 
chosen, not by the people nt large, but by the legislature, for six 
years, a_nd, by an. admirable arrangement, one-third vacate their 
seats biennially, by which means no very violent or sudden 
change can take place, and a large number of experienced men 
are always retained, well versed iu the policy o'r the.country, and 
the forms of the House. The conduct, dignity, knowledge, and 
authority of the Senate are the best eviden.ce of the skill of those 
who made the salutary regulations that have produced this· 
result. 

The power to ·make treaties is lodged jointly with the P~ 
ident and the House. . Better councilors it would be impossible 
to select for him. They possess the advantage of being easily 
assembled, and governed by steady, sy11tematic views, feel a due 
sense of national character, and can act with promptitude and 
firmne&&. · 

In the old republic all officers were elective. In an immense 
oountry like tho United States; it was obvious that to have 
recourse to the whole people on every occasion of a vac~ncy, if 
not impracticable, would be attended with ruinous delay, and 
greatly embarrau public business. The diffihulty lay in know· 
ing to whom to give this vast patronage.· To place it in the 
hands of the President alone, would necessarily give him the 
means of corruption ; to intrust it to the S.enate, would render 

• See Adami' a DefelUie of the American Conatitutioa, vol. m. p. 502. Al10 
Jtnt'• Commotarift. · 
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him contemptible, as he could have no voice in the ~election of 
those officers, for the performance of whose duties, as the head 
of the executive, be was responsible. They obviated both objec· 
tiona, by giving him the sole power of nomination, and the right 
of approval or rejection to the Senate. Nomination is, for all 
practical purpoaca, equivalent to appointment ; but the revision 
to which it is subject imposes on the Preeident the neceaaity_ of 
avoiding favoritism, intrigue, and a carelen use of patronage. 

In no CIIJe, perhaps, is the advantage of this system more per­
ceptible than in the judiciary of the United States. It is impoe­
aible to conceive a more admirable mode of aelecting judges. 
In England the appointment rests with t:he minister of the day, 
and the choice is not always such aa meets the approbation of 

· the bar or the public. In Canada the ~neral rule ueed to be, 
C<8teris parilnu, that the senior member of the profession wu 
held to poase&B the beat claim .to preferment. Even that mode 
is open to serious objections, but the present practice ia beyond 
comparison the worst to be found in any country. A seat on the 
bench is now a political prize, and the dominant party claims it 
for partisans. None of those high qualifications so essential to 
the efficient and respectable dischargt' of judicial dutiea, neither 
talent, learning, nor integrity are reeommendationa equal to polit· 
ical ~ervices. High and honorable as the office of- judge is in 
England, it is infinitely more so in the Great Republic. The 
commission is awarded neither by the personal friendship nor 
political · sympathy of the President-; "hut by· the deliberate choice 
of that officer and the concurrence and approbation of all the 
States in the Union, as expre&Bed by the collective voice of their 
Senators. Well may that country be proud of ita judiciary, when 
so constructed ; and the judges of an appointment that reata 
solely on great abilities, uudoubted rectitude of condnct, and 
universal respect. 

The House of Representatives is composed of delegates of the 
several States. In the old republic the election• were annual; 
an improvement has been made in the new by extending the 
term to two years ; a period which the best inforp1ed men in the 
country think still too short. As this is called the popular 
branch, its members being chosen directly by the people, while 
the Senate is the result of a double election, and less under their 
immediate control, it poueuet the exclusive rl,ht of originating 
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all bills lor raising revenue, which ia the only privilege it enjoytl 
in its legislative character not participated in by the Senate, and 
even money-bills oan be amended by them. The two HoUHII 
&1'1} an entire and perfect check upon each other, a.nd one of them 
can not eYen adjourn, during the·lelllioll· of Congress, for moie 
than three or four daya, without the oonsent of the other, nor to 
aay other place than taat i~ wlaich 8oth 1hall lie sitting;• 

It ia not withitt·the ICOp8 of this work to enter more at 1arp 
on this mbject. It wu atated, ia an early patt of tlail volume, 
that repu'blioalaism in America wu not the reault.of the Revoln· 
tion, -but -that it existed there from· ite first settlem611t. The 
wli'ole of this historical Darr&tive clearly ·proves · that Ulel'tion. 
It wu aubaequently aaid, that in its original fOrm it wu infitt­
itely more democratic than the present Constitution of the United 
States; nd to illustrate thai. position I have drawn up the fore­
going brief · oompari801l of the leading feat urea of each. In the 
course of OUt examination, IUccinct as it necessarily moat bo, 
enou~rh appears to exhibit the delicate skill, consummate koowl· 
edge, ealarged views, and patrioti101 of the atateamen who 
framed the Federal Constitution. ~thing by any· pouibility 
could. be devised more suited to the situation, feelings, wants, 
habits, and preconceived opinioni of the people. It· hu conferred 
bappineia and .Uety on many miHioDa : may it ever oontiaue t.o 
do 10. Et~to perpetuiJ. 



CHAPTER VII. 
DEHOCJL\TIC FORK OP CB17RCB GOVERNMENT •. -ITS EFFECT ON 

FOLmCAL OPINIONS. -

Different Conne punned by the Church and Dissenters at the Refol'UHltion­
Difference between Presbyterians, Independents, and Puritans-Three kinde 
of l'nritaoa-Tbeir DIICtrine1 and' Form of Eccleaiutical Government-Sin­
gular Valedictory Addreu of1he PuritU11 to- the Memben of abe Cbnrah .of 
England-Extraordinary Union of Olmrcb aad State ampng tbll · lbrmer-­
Cause of present political Unity of Action between Diuenten and Romanilta. 

.. - . 
W BILE the people on the continent of Europe were engaged 

in the .work ~f reformation, the Church of England, with equal 
.zeal and more discretion. set .hei'IMilf about the great task of 
restoration. She bad a.ever voluntarily submitted to Rome, nor 
fully admitted her authority over her. She had been previously 
encroa,ched upon from time to time, owing to the imbecility or 
contentions of her princes, but had neYer fiailecl either to resist or 
protest, to IU!IIert her exclusive jurisdiction, or to ~aim .the exer­
cise of her. ancient usages. 

If not anterior to that of Rome, the Anglican Church was at 
least coeval with it, bei!lg founded, aa there is aubetantial grouad 
for believing, by one of the Apostles. At a very early date, it 
.bad its orders of bishops, pri~tl, a.ad 4eaeoDI, and subsisted, 81 
independent in ita actio.n as it wu isolated in poeition, for a 
period ef nearly six. hundred yei.J'I, befOre the graapiug and 1¥f>ir· 
ing spirit of .Rome attempted to sedu~e « force it into aa ac­
knowledgment of her supremacy. At the clOM of the sixth 
century, about .the year 696, G.regory I. sent -Augustine the 
monk to demand the submission of the English prel~es, who, 
with their flocks, had gradually been driven westward by the 
barbarians that had invaded the island ; and as · thete succeseful 
emigr~ts wer~ heathel)s, }:I.e_ \YIU! at . the ~~pe t4n~ instructed . .t.P 
Christianize them, if poBBible. In thidirst.. nhj.ect o( his 01iasi.oo 
he wholly failed, having received a deeided refusal-from -the !HIVe~ 
bishops, who auembled in·Worcestershire to hear his proposition. 
In the latter {the_ conversion of the oonque.ron) he -waa IDQFe .I!U~ 

Digitized by Googl e 



198 THE BNGLII!IH IN AMBJliOA. 

ceuful, and immediately assumed jurilldiction over his proselytes. 
The Papal power having thus obtained a footing, never after­
ward ceased its endeavors to enlarge it upon every practicable 
occasion, or plausible pretense. • . 

To shake off the errors and corruptiona of Romanism, and pre­
serve what was sanctioned by the UBilge of the apostolic age, was 
a work of great labor, and at the Bllme time great delicacy. The 
task of the Church, unlike that of the impetuous and headstrong 
body of innovators who called themselves Protestant Reformers, 
was .not to pull down and reconstruct, but thoroughly to repair 
and completely restore the ancient edifice in all its beauty, sim­
plicity, and proportion. Nobly was this arduous and important 
duty performed. Search was made for the forms of the olden 
time, before the irruption of the Roman priesthood; for the 
prayers in all the ancient sees were not alike, as each bishop had, 
according to primitive custom, the power of regulating the litur­
gy of his own diocese. From these authentic sources wu com­
piled with great labor and infini~ patience the Book of Common 
Prayer, whicih has extorted from one of the mos~ learned and 
eminent Diuenting divines of this century this extraoroinary 
eulogium : " That it is by· far the greatest uninspired work 
extant."t 

Romanists themselves, when permitted to exercise an inde­
pendent judgment, admitted its unexceptionable character and 
great beauty, and joined in its use for more than twelve years. 
Two of the Popel', Paul and Plus IV., went so far as to. offer to 
sanction it if Queen Elizabeth would acknowledge the suprem­
acy of the Pope. Upon her refusal she was excommunicated, in 
1669, and from that periOd British Papists became echismatica. 

The English Dissenting Reformers, though not so ignorant a.s 
those of the Continent, were, with some distinguished exceptions, 
in general violent and vulgar fanatics. 'fhey were but little 
acquainted with the history or antiquity of their·own primitive 
church, and cared still less about it; all they knew. was, that 
even when purified and restored, it still resembled that of Rome 
too much to please them. As they had rejected the Pontiff, they 
saw no rea110n to obey a bishop'; and it was obvious to the mean­
est capacity, that if the regular clergy were abolished, tithes 

• BeDDet oa ComiiiGil ~er. Tbeopbllu Anglicanal. t Hall. 
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would neceuarily cease also. So convenient and so unaerupulous 
a party were soon seized upon by politicians to advance their 
own ends. They were told then, as their deaeendants .are in­
formed to this day, by the leading Liberals of Engiand, who 
view with no friendly eye such a Conservative body as the 
Church, that it was t.he child of the Reformation·, the offspring 
of chance, and the result of a compromise. between royal prerog­
ative, Papal pretension, and popular. rights ; that it had neither 
.the antiquity of the old, nor the purity of the new faith; and 
that it was behind the enlightenmeflt of the age. In faot, it wu 
stigmatized as deriving ita origin .from no higher authority than 
an Act of Parliament. Maeaulay has lent his aid to perpetuate 
this delusion, and the innovating propensities of the Whigs may 
well be imagined from the fact, that even history is not safe in 
the hands of a reformer. 

As this dissentient body, at a subeequent period, furnished the 
pioneers who settled in New England, it .is neoeuary to take a 
cursory view of their position, divisions, and .political and relig­
ious principles, that we may understand the character and tem­
per of the people we have been treating of. 

There were at that time three great parties of Nonconformista 
. in the parent country-the Presbyterians, the Independents; and 

the Puritans. There were some points in which they all agreed, 
but there was ·a broad line of distinction among the~ in others. 
They ooncurrod in a thorough hatred of Popery ·and prelacy, 
which they affected to consider nearly synonymous terms, and 
united in a desire to restrain the regal authority, but different in 
degree. The Presbyterians, from the habit of mingling politics 
with their religious diaeouraea, often gave vent to violent and 
seditious language. A preacher at St. Andrews, called mon­
arch• " Beelzebub's children," and not long after, another at 
Edinburgh, said the king had been posaessod of a devil, and that 
one being expelled, seven more fierce anJ unclean had entered in 
his place, and wound up by declaring that the people might law­
fully uee and take the sword out of his hand. But, notwith­
·standing theee ebullitions of vnlgar abuee and priestly insolence, 
the party in general, both in England and Scotland, were de­
sirous of going no further than reducing the ki.J)g to the simple 
station of first magistrate. 

The Independents wished to abolish the monarchy altopther, 
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u wellu the aristocratic order, and projected an entire equality 
of :rank, aad the establiahment of a free and independent repubVe. 
At the aame time they differed from the other two in upbotdipg 
toleration ; and it hu often been remarked aa a aingular fact, 
that 110 rational a doctrine !lid not emanate from reaeon, but from 
the height o~ extravagance and fauatieiam.• They neglected all 
eeeleaiutical eatabliahments, and would admit. of no spiritual 
courts, no government among paston, no interppaitioo of the 
magistrate in religious concerns, and no fixed eucourag?ment 
annexed to any aystem of doctrinea or .opiniona. AccOrding to 
their principles, each congregation, ·united voluntarily and by 
apiritual- tiea, eompoeed. within itMlf a separate church, and exer­
cised a jurisdiction. deStitute of temp()ral sanciicma over ita own 
pastor and ita own. members. The election aloae wu nffioient 
to bestow the aacredotal character ; and aa all naential distinc­
tions were denied betwtten the laity and the olergy, ne tieremeny, 
no institution, no vooation, and no impositiOn of haads wu, as iu 
all other Chur(lhea, supposed rcquiaite to. convey a right to holy 
ord~ra. The eJ~thuaiaam of the Preabyterianaled them to . re-ject 
the authority of prelates, to throw off tb• ratraint of lit11rgiea, 
to .-etreooa -oer.,moniea, to limit . j)te Dchea ncl power of the 
priestly offieer The fanalicism of t)le lndependents, exalted to a 
higher pitcb, aboliabed eeoleaiutical government, disdained creeds 
and ayateQUI, neglected. every. pre·exi~&iDg iOrm, and confOunded 
all ruka and ordera. The aoldier, .t.he.merohaot, the mechanic, 
indulging .. the ferv~ra of zeal, and guiiW by the impulse ef the 
apirit, ~ .hiJUself to an inwar&l aad auperior direction, and 
was OOJllt!Orated, in a manner, by an .immediate intercouiae and 
oommun.ication with Heaven. · 

The Puritans again, were divided into three clal!llett, which, 
though commonly united, were yet actuated by di8erent viows 
and motivea.t Firat; There .were the political Puritans, who 
maintained the highest principles of civil liberty. Secondly, 
the Puritana in diacipline, who were averse to the ceremouies 
and epiacopel government of the Church. Thirdly, the doctrinal 
party, who )'igidly defended the speculative system of the fi1·st 
reformeJI, Theae aubdiviaiooa aro not very intelligible not inter­
•Uag to 1he.gQneral reader, and aubeequent events have rendered 

.. _.":'~· t See Neal'• Hiatory ohbe Pllritau 
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them ofless importance:• The despised and persecuted Episco­
pal Church of England has, by the bleasing. of .(;00, taken doep 
root in . America ; the uniformity of its practice, the sintplicity 
and beauty of its ceremonies, the fixed and established prine .. 
plea of its creeds and doctrines, have survived the factious or 
prejudiced ~ects that opposed it;; many of whose adhere~~. h,;e 
at last found shelter and repose in its bosom fro.m th~ doubts, 
contentions, at.~d schisms in which they had been jqvolved. Thjt 
rest have .change<l with the mutations of times; for .dissent car­
ries within it the 8eeda of its own diBBOlution. The Puritan• 
have declined· into Unitarians. The Presbyterians of the Statea 
are becoming Anabaptists, Socinians, or Churchmen, more than 
three hundred of their clergy having recently sought episcopal 
ordination·; while toleration or neglect, fashion, o~ ri~icule, have 
nearly vanquished the Quakers. The Baptists again have sepa· 
rated into an endless variety of sects.t It is not very probable 
that the Puritans of Massa?husetts had agreed uj>on their form 
of ecclesiastical g~vernment "before they left Eriglatid; but they 
concurred in their dislike to the ceremonies and dootrines of the 
Church. Their last act, when embarked and ready for sea, was 

• See Home, from whom tbe1e distinctions b,ave been freely extracted. 
t They are tboa described by a recent traveler iu the Western States. He 

informs oa, " that be saw ou one occuion about a tho0.1and men and women in 
a grove, roUiag hoopa, flying Jr.itea, playing ball. •booting marbles, leaping, I'QDo 

ning, wre•tling, boxing, rolling and tumbling in the grass ; the women caress· 
ing dolls, and the men astride of ilticka for horses, and the whole company in· 
tently engaged in all the aport.t of childhood. At last he ventured to. ask· what 
it m.eant. They told him they profeued to be little children, to whom the 
Lord had promised his kingdom, and aft'ected some surprise that he seemed 
not to have known that it was written, •Except ye be COD'Verted, and~ 
u little children, ye shall- in no ease enter the KiAg<tom of God.' He told them 
daat that wu true; that it wu very well to imitate the virt~Jea of infancy, b.u 
not itl foible• ; that the Apoatle bad said : • In malice be ye children, bot in 
understanding be 111en ;' and this extraordinary conduct wu the fully of ebild­
bood, without itl immaturity to excuse. it. • We are not at all surprised that 
you think so,' they replied, • !or we are a reproach onto our neighbors, and they 
of our acquaintance do bide them1elvea from oa; but we are willing to aolfer 
persecution for the kingdom of heaven'• sake ; fo.r these things are hidden, u 
it is written, from the wise and prudent, anJi are reTealed onto ba/Jel.'" · 

The reader may see in the biatorie1 of the Reformation, and even in D' Aobig­
ne himself; that this sect is the genuine aocceaaor of the original Baptist body 
in Germany, Switzerland, and England, who ran many of them naked, in the 
pretended innoci!Dce of childhood, TOCiferating tbroogh the streets, rolling an4 
tumbling, and aft'ectins all the 1port1 of children, believing that the truth is re­
vealed by the Spirit to babes; throwing the word of God into the llre, esolaim­
iug, 11y1 D' Aubignil, "til-* the letter k\lletb, bat tile lpiriC sfvetlt U.." 

{If 
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to send the following circular to the clergy of the Established 
Church. It is a long document ; but it is such a remarkable 
piece of insincerity, that it is impossible to rise from its perusal, 
without feeling that it justified all the doubts that were subse­
quently entertained of. their attaohment to the parent state. 
The only way that it can be accounted for is, by supposing 
either that they were laboring under conscious terror at the 
breach of faith they had committed, in surreptitiously removing 
the charter to America, and feared that they might be pursued 
and punished, or that they dreaded, from the size of the fleet, 
and the number of emigrants, if they" were constrained, by sti'CSI 
of weather, to put back into an English port, they might be pre­
vented from withdrawing from the kingdom; but neither expe­
diency on the one hand, nor apprehension from danger on the 
other, offer any palliation for such a wide departure from the truth: 

'' The humble request of his Majesty's loyal subjects, the gov­
ernor and company late gQne for New England, to the rest of 
their brethren in and of the Church of England. 

"REVEREND FATHERS AND BRETHREN-The generall rumour 
of this solernne enterprise, wherein ourselves and others, through 
.the providence of the Almightie, 'are engaged, as it may spare ua 
the labour of imparting our occasion unto you, so it gives us the 
more encouragement to strengthen ourselves by the procurement 
of the prayers and ~lessings of the Lord's faithful servants. For 
which end we are bold to have recourse unto you, as those whom 
God hath placed nearest his throne of Mercy; which,~ as it 
affords you the more opportunity, so it imposeth the greater bond 
uprin you to intercede for his people in all their straights. We 
beseech you, therefore, by the mercies of the Lord Jesus, to con­
sider us as your brethem, standing in very great need of your 
helpe, and eame_stly imploring it. And howsoever your charac­
ter may have met with some occasion of discouragement, through 
the misreport of our intentions, or through the disaffection, or 
indi~cretion of 110me of us, or rather amongst us, for we are not 
of those who dreame of perfection in this world, yet we desire YOll 

would be pleased to take notice of the principles and body of our 
eompany as those wko esteeme it an lumour to caU the Chut·ch 
of England from whence we rise, our deare Mother, and can not 
part from our D&ti.ve oountrie, where ahe speoially resideth, with· 
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out much aadneu of heart, and many tearl in our eyea, ever 
acknowledging that such hope and part as we have obtained in 
the common salvation, we have received in her boeome, and suckt 
it from her breast. We leave it oot, therefore, as loathing that 
milk wherewith we were nourished then, but blessing God for the 
parentage and education, as meq1bers of the same body, and ahall 
always rejoice in her good, and unfainedly grieve for any sorrow 
that shall ever betide her, and while we Jw,ve lweath, syncerely 
desire and indear over the continuaaoe and abundance of her 
welfare, with the enlargement of her bounds in the K.ingclom of 
Christ Jesus, -

" Be pleaaed, therefore, Reverend Fathers and Brethren, to 
helpe forward this worke now in band, which if it prosper, you 
shall be more glorious, hoWIIOever your judgment is with the 
Lord, and your reward with your God. It is an usual and laud· 
able exercise of your charity to recommend to the prayen of 
your congregation the necessities and straights of your private 
neighbours. Doe the like for a Church springing out of your 
own bowels. What we intreat of you, that are the ministers of 
God, that we crave at the ·hands of all the rest of our brethren, 
that they would at no time forget us in their private 80licitatiou 
at the throne of Grace. And 80 commending you to the Graoe 
of God in Christ, we shall ever rest, 

Your assured friends and brethren, • 

"From Y U'IIIOQtb, 
"Aboard &be • Arabella,' 

"April 7tb, 1630." 

Jo. WINTHO&PB, Gov. 
andothen. 

Notwithstanding the affectionate language of this valedictory 
address, it appean that they knew: what meuuies had beea 
adopted by the first portion of the adventuren, under ~ir agent 
Endicot, fOr establishing Congregationalism at Salem, and were 

. fully infQrmed of what the inhabitants of Plymouth had done. 
In one •hort month after their ·arrival, they commenced to lay 
the foundation of a Church, as dissimilar as possible from th!Lt to 
which they bad 80 recently called God to · witneu they were 10 

warmly attached. Subeequently their principlea were formally 
• Some ponion of the addreaa, Imploring tbe prayer~ of their dear 1ntbreD. 

il Clllliiced. 
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aewloped and were diatinguiahed by Mr. Cotton, their leading' 
aivine, at Botrton. · 

Firat. The aubjeet matter of the Tiaible Church, viz., uinta by 
calling. Saeh u are aequainted with the principles of religion, 
and who profeu their faith, and 1he maiKler how tbey were 
brought to the knowledge of God, by faith in Christ, either viva 
110ee, or elle by a public· declaration thereof, made by the eldera, 
aa it hu been delivered to them in private, although if auch pro­
feeeion be acaudalized by an unchristian coRYeraation, it i• not to 
be Je8'rded . . Seoendly. Tile conatitutiYe ·pan ef a particular 
vi&ible Church ought to be a re-stipulation or natural cowoantry 
to walk together in their Chriltian oommunion, aeeording to the 
tole of the Goepel. Thirdly. No Charch ·ought to be of a lalpr 
t\xtent, or greater number, than may ordinarily meei together in 
one place, for the enjoyment of all the same oumerical'ordiua~;~cea 
imd celebrating divine worabip, nor fewer .erdinafily, than may 
carry on Chureh work. Fourthly. That thE're ia ·no ja;riedidion 
to which particolar Chilrchea are or ought to· be aabjeet,. by way 
of authoritative censure, nor to any other Charelt power, extri ... 
aieal to such Churchea, which they ought to depend upon any 
other aort of men for the exercise of. · 
· ·By the three fim of tbete fundamental dot'trines voluntary 
combination was establiehed aa the principle of action ; by the 
last total iiulependence of the English, or any other . ecclesiastical 
establiihment, was Peeured. When a sufficit>ut number of per­
aons were ·gathered together, tht>y of their own free will' and 
accord combined, and formed a church, and by a majority of Totea 
elected and· in the same way dismiued tl1eir p1iuister. There 
were regularly two pRstors to each cobgregation ; a teacher " to 
miniit...a wonl of knowledge," and another '' to mioiater a word 
of wiedom," a distinction which eoon terminated ~n the appoint­
-ment of ode only, who·wai aupported in aome placet by Yolullta­
'r'J offerioga, and in othera by rates; which latter wauohseq"eq~­
ly aclopted aDd finally enforced by lllw. Thry Wllre . epm!ltimet 
deaignatecl as " teaching eltlera" to diatinguish the111 ffom " .-ruiing 
elden." Thi latter were," ancient, godly, experieneed Chriet;ian-. 
of lion-like courage when the aound and wholelome doctrin" 
deolared by putor or teacher are spoken again1t by any oae.-" 
"The£18 were alae deacons," "plaiu-dealing men endowed with 
wildom from above to manage the Church treasury." . 
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. The synods were recognized u merely auxiliary bodies of 
ad!ice; bu~ were not al!owt!d to exercise any authority or juri• 
~iction over particular ohurchee, nor pronouace censures or enlorce 
diecipline. .They were aid to. be in their own language, '.'con· 
aultative, decisive and deolarative; bot· not co-active," and the 
union of lay and and church members waa. thought to be typified 
by Moeea and .Aaron meeting on the Mount and kieaing ea<~h 
other. !A- miracle (which they ridiculed when claimed. by Ro­
maniata), atteat'ed the divine apProbation of auch inatit_ulions. 
On une occasion, . when they were all aaembfed, a sna'ke-~ddenly 
appeared Rear the seat occqpied by the Elders. Many of them 
shifted from it, but. Mr. Thom}liOn, _of Braintree, " a· man of 
much fait b." trod upon ita head., and· 80. held it with foot and 
atafftill it was killed. "This bei11g 80 remarkable," aaya Win• 
throp, " and nothing falling but by Divine Providence, it ia out 
of doubt, the Lord ai.scovered somewhat of his mind in it. The 
serpent is the Devil, the synod the representative of the Churches 
of Christ in New England. The Devil had formerly and lately 
attempted their dilltUrbance and diuolution ; but their faith in 
the seed of the woman, overcame him, and crushed his head." 
But although both the civil and religious bodies severally dis­
claimed all control over each other, they soon found it converiieut 
to give and receive mutual assistance. .As both belonged to the 
same Church, this reciprocal accommodation, it was thought, 
would be attended with little or no danger; while each in ita 
tum derived additional weight from the interchange of protec· 
tion. 

It ii. not neceaaary to pursue this subject into detail. 'Suffi­
cient bas been said to show that Church and State were based on 
republican principles. · The intimate conqectiim subsisting be­
tween the form of an ecclesiastical eatabiishment, and the political 
opinions of ita members, is manifest to all.those acquainted with 

· the practical working of elective institutions. In Efl!land, Dis­
lenten almi!Bt universally support the Whigs, not from love or 
respect, but because they are less ~iapoaed than the Tories to' up­
hold the Church; and are more pliable and latitudinarian. In 
Utter ignorance that they ow«! their safety from persecution~ and, 
indeed, their very existence, to the shelter afforded to them by 
the ~atabliahment against Popery, they idly suppose if it were 
proatrated, they woulcl be advanced both in power, wealth, and 
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station. , In like manner the Romaniata also coalesce with them; 
and not withstanding the present outcry about Papal aggreaiion, 
will continue to do eo, not only on limillll' grounds, but on a cer­
tain conviction, that if the Churoh of England be essentially 
crippled by the State, the only shield to Protestantism in Europe 
is destroyed, and Popery will not only be again triumphant, but 
univeraal. 

It is this similarity of object that baa effected a political union 
of actioa between the two moat irreconcilable and impracticable 
bodies in the world. In nothing, perhaps, is the knowledge, 
akill, foresight, and untiring perseverance of Rome, or the igno­
rance and infatuation of Dissent, more conspicuous. Nor is thia 
remiU'kable elective sympathy confined to England : it is exhibit­
ed in every part of the British empire where constitutional gov· 
emment exists, 
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CHAPTER I. 
Four Great Inte!-colonial Wara occur between the Engliab ReTolution of 1888 

and the Peace of 1763-Cauoe of the military Character of the People-Extent 
of the French Territory-Their Claima to extend their Bo11ndariea-Form of 
Government in Canada-They ·&aterniae with the Indiana-Count Froate­
nac'a three Predatory· Partiea-Treaty or Ryawielr.-End or ilrat Inter­
colonial War-Chief Eventa of the other three Wara-Canada ceded to 
Great Britain by Treaty of 1763. 

THE period that elapsed between the English revolution of 1688, 
and the peace of 1763, is memorable for four great inter-colonial 
wars. A narrative of the various campaigns is better suited to & 

general history of America, than a political sketch like the preaent. 
I do not propose, therefore, to enter into any detailed account of 
them. The story baa often been told, and whatever interest it 
may once have pcl88688ed, the gigantic atruggles in which Great 
Britain, France, and America have been subsequently engaged. 
have:contributed to render it of atillleea comparative importance. 
I would gladly pau _it over altogether, bot 10me reference ia nec­
euary, in order to show the milit&ry character of the inhabitanta, 
the re10urcea of the colonies, and the manner in which. the people 
were trained to the use of arms, inured to danger and hardship, 
and accuatomed to _tb&t warfare so peouli&r t<! a country but par· 
tially cleared of the forest. It was this long continued series of 
contests witb the savage tribes of the northern continent, and the 
diaciplined troops of France, that furnished the revolted provincea 
with able and experien~ed officers, converted every huabandman 
into a soldier, and enabled them subsequently to t~ndertake the 
bold and difficult task of defending themselves against ihe &rmiea 
and fleeta of Englan.d. The remaining colonies have now neuly 
the u.me population as those that revolted; but the people have 
not had the training of their forefathera ; and, bevond all doubt, 
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neither they, nor the preeent race of Americans, would be able, 
however much their pauions might be enlisted, to exhibit any such 
progreu, to sustain, with similar steadineu, the shock of regular 
troopt~, or effect the same extraordinary results. It was in theee 
campaigns that 'Washington, and the majority of hia efficient 
officera, took their first leuohl in the art pf war. To their honor 
too it must be admitted, that moat of the creditable achievements · 
were effected by the provin~ials alone, or when only slightly 
auiated by the king's troops, and that succeu receded from the 
English armies, in proportion as ttley asaumed the conduct of 
affairs, or attempted enterprises unaided by colonial forces. 

The first in~ey-colonial war cQmmenced on this continent by an 
attack, made by a oombined force, of Indians and French, on the 
defenaeleu frontiers in 1690, and continued until the tenth , day 
of December, 1697, when the peace of Ryawick was proclaimed 
at Boston. • The . territory claimed by .t.lie French on this oonti· 
nent confined the English plantations to a strip of land of unequal 
width on the aea•ooast. Auerting the Kettnebee to be the bound­
ary between them and Mauachuaetts, they held the whole east· 
ern coast, Nova Scotia, Cape Breton, St. John (now Prince 
Edward's Island), Newfoundlaltd, JJabrador, and Hudaol)'s 
Bay, while, on the other hand, they maintained that · they were 
entitled to a m<iiety of Vermont, to more than half of the proTince 
of New York, to tho whole valley of the :Miniuippi, and to Texa~, 
as far as the Rin,Bravo del Norte. Knowing their own weakneu, 
they proposed, e.t the commencement of bot~tilitiea, to prolong the 
peaee then euhaiating ia .Ameriea ; an offer which William 
promptly rejected. Bot nothing ~lned to· be severer in the for· 
tuue of the British eoloniea, than that after they bad purchued 
er oonquered their territory, unaided by foreign interference, their 
peace, wmch ·was the ·natural effect of their exertions, should be 
aubject to be disturbed by the broils of the parent conn tries-; and 
that after the b.avery of their people had relieTed them from the 
aaturalatret~gth of ihe Aborigimds, they should be destined to be 
attacked agaia 'by their olll enerniee, in!pired and aided by au:xiJ:.. 
iary foroett of EuropeaofJ. 
· ·The tetal papulation of the Eftpb ~nies, at the commence- ~ 
ment of hostilities, might have amounted to two bunctred thou• :1 
1a11d; but half at ieaat ·of it south of the Deiaware, and far reo 

' • Th11 treatr wu lipeil oo tile lit of Sep&eaner. ' 
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moved fioom the scene of action, took .no part in the struggle, 
beyond voting some small sums fOI' .the aid of New YQrk. At a 
tint view of the relative strength of these rival countries, it would 
appear that the provincials were an ov(:!rmatch for their Gallic 
neighbon ; but the military enterprise, and ardor ~?f the L'\tter, 
were aided by a decision natural to the eharactet of the nation, 
and resulting from the despotism of their monarchy. Their 
religion, or rather their priests, subservetl the cause of their 
government with all the arts and .influence of a system too long 
de\·oted more to human than, spiritual purposes:• -.The x:ulers of 
the mother country, and · all the colonists, had but one object. 
No t'ncroachments upon charter. privileges, no resistanc~ to the 
exercise'-of disputed preregative.- a.Jtd no division of the Estab­
lished Cliurch, relaxed ·the common ·ardor for the glol:y of t.b.6 
monarchy.- However despotic the goverament of France might 
have been in Caoada, it .was pater-nal, alike ealculated..ta._,;eclll8 

· the interests, and win the affections of ~he people. The ad· 
ministratio&i of its . alfuin was intrusted to a Governor. an 
Intendant, 11nd a ·Royal Council. The·former was invested- with 
a brreat deal of power, which, however, on the siqe of ~he erowu, 
was checked hy the Intend~t~tt, who had the care qf the king's 

. rights, and wbitte'i'er rela~- tit -the re\'eBUe; and on the side of 
·the people; it wa- restrained by the Royal C~uncil, who~ office 
.it was t9 aee that -the p«~ple were not oppressed by the.Qile, Ror 
defrauded by the-other ; and .they were all checked by the coo· 
stant and jealous eye, which the government at home kept over 
them. T-he officen at all the ports of France were eharged,t 
un~er. the severest· penalties, to interrogate aij captains of shipa, 
coming from the colooies, eonceruing the reoeptiOI\ they-met at 
the ports they were bound to; how justice was adminiM&red, and 

· what charges were imposed on them. The pa&St.mgen, ~n~ even 
the sailon, were eumiued upon these heads; and a verbal process 
of the whol~ was formed, and tratu~mitted with all !Jieed to the 
Admiralty. Complaints were encouraged, .but a diffe~ence was 
\'flade between hearing an accusation. and oondemning -upon it. 
Unlike the practice in the British proviuoes at that ti1J1e, the 
aalaries .IJf all the officers were defrayed from the troo.sury ~f 
France.- The local authorities derivee great stt·ength, it~ addition 
to a complete coatrol of the pepple, from the affections of the 

• Killot. · · t Britiab Seulemnu iQ Allaerta.. 
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savages, whose character they underatood, and whose regard they 
knew how to win, better than the English. They were frater· 
nized by an B.SIIimil&tion of mannera, of families, and of worship. 
When the French planted a military post, it was. not merely by 
a garrison, but-they naturalized the place by a domestic neigh­
bOrhood, and a numerous population. This mixture with the 
natives gave them an aaeendency in their councils and .enterprises. 
When they levied wat-, they drew. down the savage tribe upon 
the frontier of the enemy ; and after exercising their usual bar· 
barities, commonly retreated too soon for succe&8ful pursuit. 

The English Provincials were soon made sensible of the evils 
resulting from the unwise rejection of neutrality by the king. 
Count Frontenac, who had recently returned from France, with 
reinforcements,- dispatched three marauding parties to fall upon 
the defenseless frontiera, and their unsuspecting inhabitants. .Aa 
it is not my intention to enter into. any details of these wars, I 
shall here describe the havoc committed by their detachments, in 
order to convey to the reader some · idea of the barbarous and 
horrible warfare carried on by the colonies of the two m01t 
enlightened nations in the world. 

The first party consisted of one hundred and fifty savages and 
traders, guided, says Hildreth, by the water-courses, whose frozea. 
surface furnished them a path. They traversed a wooded wilder­
ness covered with deep snows. Pressing stealthily for:ward, in a 
single file, the foremost wore snow shoes, and so beat a track for 
the rest. At night the snow was thrown up .toward ·the .ide, 
whence the wind came ; and in the hollow trees scooped out, 
they slept on branches of pine, with a fire in the midat. · A. little 
parched corn served them fOr provisions, eked out by such game 
as they killed. After a twenty-two days' march, intent Oil their 
bloody purpose, th~y approached Schenectady, the object of their 
toil. This was a Dutch village Oil the Mohawk, then the out· ~ 
post of the settlements about AJbany. A -cluster of some forty ..- · 
houses was protected by a palisade, bat. the gates were open and 
unguarded, and, at midnight, the inhabitants slept profoundly. ~ 
The assailants entered in silerrce, divided themselves into seveQLl 
parties;and giving the-signal by the terrible war-whoop, com 
menced the attack. Sixty were slain on the spat, twenty-seven 
were taken prisonera, and the rest fled, half naked, along the road 
to AJbany, through adriviilg storm of sleet and deep snow, and cold •· 
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ao bitter that many lost their limbs by frost. The auailants set 
off for Canada with their prieoners.and their plunder, and effected 
their escape, though not without severe loss, inflicted by some 
Mohawk warriors, who hastened to pursue them. 

Another party, consisting of fifty-two persons, of whom twenty· 
five were Indians, departing from Three Rivers, a village, hall: 
way from Montreal to Quebec, ascended the St. Francis, entered 
the valley of the Upper Connecticut, and thence made their way 
across the mountains and forests of New Hampshire. Pt"esently 
they descended or1 Salmon Falls, a frontier village, on the chief 
branch of the Piscate.qua, and killed about thirty of the bravest 
of the il!_habitants. The rest, to the number of fifty-four, prin­
cipally women and children, surrendered at discretion. 

The ·Sieur Hertel, who commanded this expedition, met, on 
hia way homeward, a third party, which had marched from Que­
bec, and, joining his company to it, be attacked alid destroyed the 
fort of Casco. This latter place was so situated as to be over· 
looked from a rock, that waa near it, from which the Indians 
galled the garrison to such a degree, that the next day it capitu­
lated on terms which '\"ere kept with Indian faith, some of the 
men being butchered, and the others carried away captive. The 
people of New England, . to rid themselves pf such troublesome 
neighbors, conceived the bold idea of taking Quebec, and accord­
ingly a com•iderable fleet and armament was sent up the St. 
Lawrenee,' for this purpose; but it was an ill-concerted plan, 
intrusted to incompetent personll, and unhappily failed. 

The losa of the tort of Pimaquid, and the capture of Port Royal 
(now Annapolis) in Nova Scotia, with numerous petty, but mur· 
derous inroads, in which liberal use of fire and sword was made 
by both pa~ties, oc.cupied the attention of the combatantlt during 
the remainder of the war ; both the English and ·French Provin· 
cials being left to their own resources in consequence of the great 
struggle that was going on in Europe. The most remarkable of 
these incursions wa& one made by Frontenac from Canada, in 
order to chastise the aavages dwelling in the rear of New York, 
who were in the interest. of the English, and served as a shield to 
protect them from the French. After indescrib!-ble labor and 
fatigue, they "urmounted all the difficulties presented by an in­
terminable forest, deep snow, and severe cold, and surprised the 
Mohawk villages near Albany, and carried oJf in chains three 
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hundred -of tbejr warrion, although a prompt ami yigorous pur· 
suit caused them some lou both of their own men , and their 
captives. _ 

The Treaty of Ryswick ·put a temporary stop to these cruel 
hostilities, and the colonists had aome repoe from the incelllllnt 
vigilance which the nature of the warfate and character of thei_l' 
opportents demanded. By the seventh article, it wa& agreed that 
mutual restitution should be made of all-captul'ed forts, Countries, 
and colonies ; while an enormous expense was eJltailed on France, 
Englaad; and the-proviaoea in-America. 

The· seeond inter-colonial war commenced in 1702, and was 
terminated by the Treaty of Utrecht, on the 30th of March, 1713. 
Peace was &Qarcely proclaimed when the defects of the Treaty of 
Ryswiek became appMent to all.- The French continaed · their 
old or commenced new encroachments, intrigued with the Indians, 
and oceupietHhemselves in preparing fOr another coofiict, which 
they knew to bo inevitable. Their mO¥ements were viewed with 
great j~alousy and alarm by both New York and Maaaaohusetts, 
upon whom the whole brunt of hostilities would inevitably fall ; 
while the other colonies, shielded by them, neither felt for their 
sufferings nor contributed to their dekute. The impossibility of 
combiai.ttg twelve distinct and independeat prov_incetl in one eom· 
mon system of defense, or attack, had been ao·often represented to 
the late l!:ing, that the whole subject was DOW referred to the 
Council of the Colonies, who reported that " they had employed 
much time in promoting domestic induavy, in urging foreign 
enterprise, and much attention in ooiTeepondiDg with tbe gover· 
nora of colonies, in perusing acts of Auembly, and in giving energy 
to the Ia ws of nnigation, which it had been 110 difficult to en force." 
For several years after, both Houses of Parliament demanded, 
what was regularly furnished by the Board, a general statement 
9f the national commer<'.e, in order to discover wh~ther it pros­
pered or declined. The disorders and the consequent weakoesa 
of the plantationa, owing less to the.pre811Ure of a too potent enemy 
than to the impoesibility of proou.ring- the .concurrence of twelve 
democratical conventions in any common me~re, wJ,w, being all 
independent 'of _each other, were .aetuated by di&eimilar desig~ ~ 
had been so often .repreaerited to the Ministers, e.s at· length to I 
engage aUentioo. That reapeotable · commiaeioa having ooaaid· 
ered the whole matter with the utmoet c~t~~t, •t&~ to the I,.onls 
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Justices, in September~ 1696, duriug the king's absence, "that 
in those eettlementa there was force enotigh to repel the neigh· 
boring French ; but they are so disunited in interests, that ~hey 
have hitherto afforded . little assiata11ce to each _otber, atld show a 
w~ree disposition to do it in futme. Nor Oa.u it be imagined that 
the- English there sbWid tlunk it. much to employ their own 
t.nnds and purees in de(enle of- tlleir own estttee; lt.es, att«< 
families, yet should expeet to. be .wholly supp6rted from England, 
which hath spent so mueh bleod. and treasure in the carryi11g on 
of .so lutiBg a war ; that bt reason of the various iadependent 
governmenta, they could not perceive how it is poaiible to preserve 
those proviDces, unless his Majesty shall appoint a captain-general 
of all his forces,- and of the militia of all the colonies, with power 
to levy and oommand them for their defense. That CODSideriDg 
it would be impossible for the planters to remain- ia that country 
if the neighboring Indiana should once be . gajtted over ' to the 
French, it :will be very expedient to secure. the tribes by every 
encouragement~ giving them rewards for all execution df)ne by -
them on the el!emy, and the scalps they bringirt be well paid for:" 

'l'his judicious adviee, though approved, was unhappily not . 
acted up0n. The attention of politiciaas was engroued by more 
favorite, beoaUBe' more pe1!80nal schemes. One of the first acta 
of Queen Anne was to declare war against France, and to send 
artillery, small arms, and military stores to the coloniBts, with in· 
junctions to aid and asa!at each other. The horrid eceoea already 
described were re-enacted, with more barbarity, beeause each 
party ba:d injuries w avenge, and bad lost relations whose death 
waa to be atoned for in blood. 

We ahall not puraue the subject into detail. During the ten 
yean it continued, the forces of Maaaachusetta swept the coast 
from the Piacataqua to Nova Scotia with five hundred and fifty 
men, tatiag the town of Menia in 17 04 ; and- in three years after­
ward one thousand men were transported to capture Port Royal, 
ancl made two unaucceuful attempta upon it. In·the year 1710 
the province faraished two coinplete regiments, with the Decealary 
ahipping, in aid of the squadron and army who captured that 
place. • ' 
. . The oprinCipal incident of .the war wu an expeditioa iOr the 

toncr-ftt'of ~Dada. .. In June, 1711, a large Beet, oonaisting oi 
fifteen shipe of war, with forty tranaports, havin( on lloald iw 
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veteran regiments of Marlborough's army, nrrived at Boston, 
where they were detained more than a month, waiting for pro­
visions and colonial auxi.liaries. Massachusetts furnished £40;000 
to aid the enterprise, New York £10,000, and Pennsylvania, 
under the Quaker evasion of a present to the Queen, contributed 
£2,000. Fifteen hundred troopa,,furnished by Connecticut, New 
York, and New Jersey, were assembled at Albany, and placed 
under the command of Governor Nicholson, who waa soon after 
joined by eight hundred Indian warriors, which combined force 
waa destined to make an attack on Montreal, while the fleet was 
to attempt the capture of Quebec. The naval expedition failed, 
owing to the mismanagement and ignorance of Admiral Walker, 
who lost eight of his transports and a .thousand ·.men in the 
St. Lawrence; after which he sent home the Massachusetts 
vessels with their troops, and returned immediat~qr, t.Q . .l!;ngland, 
where be endeavored to exculpate himself by throwing,. the whole 
blame on the Provincials. This un9xpeeted disaater frustrated 
the hopes of the forces destined for the land attack ; and the pro­
vinces were left to count the cost of these heavy charges, and 
digest as they could, the imputation on their conduct and courage, 
10 ungenerously m11de by the naval commander. 

Small as these armaments now seem, the expense waa se>~erely 
felt at the time by a people who were greatly impoverished by 
continued hostilities. In the capture of Port Royal, in 1710, 
Maasachusetts, as we have already seen, furnished two, entire 
regiments with the necessary sliipping for their conveyance, and 
supplied Admiral Walker with ten weeks' provision for the forces 
under his command. During one summer, one-fifth of the whole 
population capable of bearing arms, were under pay; and it is 
computed that she had lost between five and six thousand able­
bodied young men. 
· The Treaty of Utrecht was signed on the 30th of March. 1713. 
Unlike that ofRyswick, which was based on a general restitution, 
it secured to England, Acadia (Nova Scotia), according to ita 
ancient limits ; the fur trade of Hudson's Bay, the whole of New­
foundland, with certain reservations, as to a participation iu the 
fisheries, and the Freneh part of St Kitt's, in the West Indies;­
and acknowledged the Eogliah sovereignty, hitherto disputed, over 
the five nation~ of Indiana inhabiting the territory bordering on 
New York. 
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· .Alt!lough dispersed over an immense surface,. the population 
of the colonies was so great, as to make them feared equally by 
the Fren·ch, who could make b~t little. impl'CSiiou upon them; 
and by the English, who could not-command their obedience. In 
the quarter of a century, lrom the Revolution of 1688, to the 
aceeemon of the House of Hanover, their population bad doubled. 
A public dooument prepared for the Board of Trade, gives the 
following returns : 

White1. Negroe1. Total. 
37 :;, 7 60 68,860 434,600 

The immigration · mto the colonies .since 1690~ period of 
twenty~.five years-had ~n inconsiderable, consisting principally 
of negro slaves, and of Irish and German indented servants. 
The great majority of the present 'inhabitants were natives of 
America. . · 

The third inter-colonial war commenced in 1743, and was 
brought to a close by the Treaty ef .Aix-la-Chapelle, on the 7th 
of October, 17 48. The first information received of it was brought 
by some fugitives from Casco, which place had been captured by 
the French of Louisburg; in Cape Breton, and by messengers 
from Annapolis, ata\ing that the place was invested by a large 
force headed by a priest. Relief was promptly yielded, but no 
sooner bad the fleet lllliled for Boston, than the same ecclesiastic 
made a second attack, that required the garrison to be so strength·· 
eoed, as to be beyond the reach of any thing but ships of war or 
a large body of regular troops. • 

Louisburg, which the French had fortified at a prodigious ex­
pen~e, waa now by far the strongest post north of the Gulf of 
Mexico, and at the l&me time was situated in the moat import~ 
ant position. It commanded the entrance to the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence, aeoured a monopoly of the .fisheries, furnished in abund­
aoce the. requisite supplies for the Weat Indies~ ajJOnled .shelter 
and repaus for the French fleet, and was so conven1ently sttuated 
for privateers, that the Engliah commerce was almost annihilated. 
So&ne priso~era, who returned from thence on parole, auggested 
the idea, that· a sudden, bold, and vigorous attack upon it, i( at­
tempted at once, would probably prove succeBSful. The proposal 
waa approved by the governor, and submitted to the Legislature ; 
but 10 formidable did the undertaking appear, that the measure 
wu only carried by a majority of one vote. .A circular, &~kina 
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Utistaace and co-operation, wae sent to the ~Kher-eolooiea, 10nie 
of whom responded to the call, and contributed ·more or lea, ac­
cording ·to th• intereet they -had in navigatien. _ Penntylvani .. , 

.. which wu always distinguished for tender conecience, would uot 
rai&e troops for eo wicked a purPo-e as to _kill their fellow beings, 
but gave two tholiiiUid pounds to purchase provisions fer them, 
leit, ·pend venture, they migb"t "die of· famine • well· at by the 
eword. Whitfield, then preaching in Amt"rica, gne hill itdlueDCe 
in favor of the expedition, and suggested as a motto· for the flag 
of the New Hampshire regiment, ~·Nil desperandum Christo 
duce." The enterpriee, under such auspices, a88umed «m~ething 
of the character of an anti·Catholic crusade, and one of the chap­
lains carried a hatchet for the purpose of hewing down·tbe images 
in the French churches. 

The forces employed by M&BBachueetts to reduce the island of 
Cape 'Breton, consisted of upwards of three thousand two hundred 
of their own men, who were aided by five hundred· from Con­
necticut, and three hundred from New Hampshire. In addition 
to these; three hundred arrived from Rhod~ htartd, but uot until 
the enemy had surrendered. Ten vessels of which the two largest 
carried only twenty gone each, with the armed sloops of Connect· 

· icut and Rhode Island as cruieers, constituted the whole naval 
force, until the arrinl of the troops at Casco, where they were 
joined by a squadron of the king•a ships, under Admiral Warren . 

. The men embarked on the 24th day of March, 1746, and 
being landed on the island of Cape Breton on the 30th of April, 
the operations were continued against Louisburg until the 17th 
of June following, when it was surrendered; The New England 
forces loft only one hundred and one men;· killed by the enemy 
and aecidental causes, and about thirty, who died of eiekDell; 
while the French were supposed te have lost three Jtundred, who 
were killed within their walls. The · strength of Looisbnrg, 
which was regularly fortified attd garrisoned by six hundred and 
6fty veteran troops, and one thousand three hundred effective 
men ·-of the inhabitants, and the relative oonaequeiice of the 
island,. as affeeting the other settlements of the oentending powers, 
places this voluntary enterprise of New England in an important 
point of view. 

The capitulation 'W'U no eooner sigaed, than the admiral, 
whose blonden had, ia the fillt iutaa9e, tetuded tile operatioo• 
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with that aaaumption which has enr distinguiihed both branches 
of the aervice, when aseociated with colonists, cl&imed the whole 
merit of the achievement. England, wilh her wonted liberality 
aet.tled the dispute .between the rival co.mmandera, by reward· 
ing both. Elated by their success, the Provincials now offered 
to undertake the OODquest of Canada;. but the Duke of Bedford, 
to whom Gover.DOr Shirl•y?s plan pad been aubmitted, disapproved . 
of it, as exhibiting to the colooiata too plaif!ly their owA atre~h. 
He represented "how imprudent it would be to aend. twenty 
theU!I'nd colonists to plunder the Canadians, and .conquer their 
lands (after .the· uperienee we have had of their CQilduct and 
principles), on aecount of the independence it might create in 
those provinces, when they ihall 866 . within themselves so great 
'U1 army, poaaesaed of 10 great a cotmtty by ~ht of ·conqueat." 
He therefore adviaed to place the- chief dependence -on the Beet 
and army to be sent from England, and to look. on the Americana 
aa useful oniy when joined with otherv. Finally, the Whigs 
determined to send a powerful Beet to Quebec, at the aame .time 
that an army should attack Montreal, by the route of Lake 
Champlain; and so lAte as April, 1746, orders were issued to the 
soveral goverooJiS to levy troop~ without limitation, which, when 
uaembled on the frontim, the king would pay. 

From some unknown cause, the plan waa abandqned as soon as 
formed. The general appointed to the chief command waa order· 
ed not to embark, but the instructions to enlist troops had been 
tran8Dlitted to America, and were acted on with ala.erity. .Mas­
sachusetts raised three thousand five hundred men, to co-operate 
with the Beet, which, however, they were doomecl never to aee." 

.After being kept a long time in suspeuae, they ~ere dispellle.d, 
in several places, to strengthen gll.friaonl which were supposed to 
be too weak for the defenses aaaigned them. Upward of three 
thousand meil, belonging to other colonies, were assembled at 
Albapy, undisciplined, without a commissaria~, and under no oon· 
trol. After the ~ for active operations was allowed to pass 
away, tbt.ly disbanded themselvea, some with arms in their hands 
demanding pay of their govemors, and otheta suing their captains. 
In addition to this disgraceful affiUr, the Provinei¥& had the 
mortification to have a large detachmiUlt of their men cut off in 
Lower Horton, then known aa Minu, situated nearly ia the centre 
of Nova Scotia .• 
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The Canadian force~, which had traveled thither to co-operate 
with an immelllle fleet expected from France, determining to 
winter in that provinee, rendered it a subject of continued anxiety 
and expenae to Maaaachuietta. Governor S~ JWJOlved, ~ 
again· reinforcing the ganiaoo at Annapolis, to drive them from 
the shores of Minas Baairt, where they were teated ; and in the 
winter of the year 17 46, a body of troopa was embarked at Boston 
for the former place. After the 1011 of a transport, and the great· 
eat part of the soldiers on board, the treopa arrived, and re-em· 
~ •arked for Grand Pre in the district of Miuas, in the latter end 
uf December; when the rigor of the climate might have been 
supposed to have · operated as a guard against an attack. The 
i81De was, that being ca.Dtoned at too great distances from each 
other, La Come, a commander of the French, having inteUigdllce 
of their situation, foi'ced a march from _ Scbiegnieto, through a · 
most tempestuoui anow-itorm, and .surprised tl;tem at midnight. 
After losing one hundred and sixty of their men, in killed, wouad­
ed and pri119ners; the party were obliged to capitulate, not, how· 
ever, on dishonorable terms; and the French, in their tum, abAn­
doned their post. 

Oa the 8th i)f May, 1749, peace was proclaimed at Boston, 
much to the mortification i)f the Provincials ; Cape Breton was 
restored to Franee ; and Louiaburg, which bad . created ao much 
dread, and inflicted such injuries on their commerce, was handed 
over to their inveterate enemies, to be rendered still stronger by 
additional fortifications. The French also obtained the iallands 
of St. Pierre and Michelon, on the south coast of Ne~undland 
as stations for their filheries. , England, with her wonted·munifi• 
oence, as an indemnity for the expelllle inouned by the Provincials 
in taking Louisburg, paid them the sum of £183,000, and also 
reimbursed the colonies for the 1088e8 sustained in raising troops 
for invading Canada, under orders subsequently revok{!d, amoont· 
ing to £1M,OOO. . . 

The fourth, last, and by far the most important inter-colonial 
war, though· not formally declared, commenced by hostilities in 
Ameriea, early in the year 17M, and terminated on the 1Oth of 
February, 1763: The peace; so far from restoring. amicable re­
lations between Englalld and France, was used by the latter in 
preparing for another ··strUggle. The Indiims were incited to 
!tostilities in ~ qu~r1.ers, and especially in Nova Scotia, where . . . 

Digitized by Googl e 



THE ENGLII!IB IN AME ... ICA. 219 

the inhabitants of. the i~fant settlement at Halifax were exposed 
to every species of injury and illl!ult: 'l'hronghout the. whole of 
that territory that stretches from the St. Lawrence to the Missis­
sippi, and lies in the re.,.r of the. eontinenW colotliea, the Gover­
nor of Canada eree.ted about t~nty fortified posts, to secure 'the 
country be had encroached upon.- lR 1672,-one was built on the 
north entrance of Lake Ontario, ·and another, m the fnllowing 
year, at Michilimaokinac. In 1684, a very respectable fortifi­
eatien was completed &t Niagara, -and another in .the same strait 
in the year l 720. The passage betw~n Lalre E~:ie and Huron 
was secured by a fort, in 1683, the navigation· of Lake Michigan 
was · defended by one on each side of it, and that of the River 
Toronto .by another, -on its eastern confines. Three more, with 
an entrenched town and a citadel, WNe completed at Crown 
Point, at Champlain, . and Riehelieu, while many settlements 
were made between the Iroquois River and Montreal, which 
with seven villagea within the difiputed bounds of Massachusetts, 
might have contained about thirty parish churches. 

The French having takefi several English traders within this 
region thus usurped by them, and confiscated their goods, sent 
them prisoners to Canada ; and the lndiaRs in their alliance, 
having_murd~red several provincial ~ttlers _on the same ground, 
Lieutenant-governor Dinwiddie of Virginia, &ent Washingtpn to 
the· commander o.f their forces on the · Ohic:t;. to inquire into the 
reasons of these injurious proceedings. The answer given to him 
was such as might have been expected : " That it was French 
territory." A fort was then erected by the Virginians, to check· 
the progress of the enemy, at the Forks of the Monongahela. 
Thia ou the 17th of April, was taken by a force consisting of up­
ward of six hundred men, and eighteen pieces of cannon, the gar­
rison being permitted to retire. On the 2oth of the same month,_ 
Colonel Washington, since so weU known throughout the civil­
ized world, took a small puty who· were approaching him, under 
the command of Captain Digonville ; but on the 3d of July, 
being surrounded by vastly superior numbers, after a manly resist­
ance from eleven o'clock in the forenoon to eight in the evening, 
he was obliged to capitulate. Thus were hostilities decidedly 
commenced on the continent of America, and all the colonies 
were once 'more involved in the horrors of war. 

Four operations were undertaken at the same time by tho. 
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British and Provincial foroes ; of these one Wall commanded by 
Colonel Monckton who had orders to drive the French from their 
encroachments upon Nova Scotia. The second, more to the 
south, Wall directed against Crown Point, under the command of 
General Johnson. The third, under the conduct of General 
Shirley, was destined to proceed to Niagara, to secure the forts 
on that river; and the fourth, further southward still, under Gen· 
eral Braddock was ordered to reduce Fort Quesne. · 

The first Wall sucoe~~~~ful. The troops were raised in Masaa• 
ohusetts Bay, and acted all a distinct body under their own officers, 
with a promise of the same pay, and treatment in every 'ref!peot 
as others in the same ~rervice with them. They embarked at 
Boston on the 20th of May, and arrived at the basin of Annapo­
lis Royal on the 26th, whence they !!ailed dn the first .of June, 
in a fleet of forty-one vessels, to Chignecto, and anchored about 
five miles from Fort Lawrence. On the 4th, being joined by 
about three hundred regulars, with a sma]l train o(artillery, they 
marched for the French fort, Beau Sejo~r. On the 16th, the 
enemy surrendered, being allowed t() march out with the honors 
of war, and to be transported with their effects to· Louisburg, at 
the expense of the King of Great Britain, on condition of not 
bearing arms fer six months. The Fort of Gaspareau of neces· 
sity surrendered, after that of Beau Scjour, and was allowed the 
same terms. The name of the latter was changed to Cu~ber· 
land. 

Braddock, who commanded the expedition against Fort -du 
Quesne, suffered a shameful defeat. He was repeatedly warne1l J 

that the nature of tht~ country, and the warfare he was engaged 
in, required the utmost caution. Hewati advised to send forward 
the Provincial troops that served in his army, consisting of i'nde~ 
pendent and ranging companies, to scour the woods, and guard 
against an ambuscade ; · but he thought too contemptuously both 
of the enemy and the colonists, to follow that judicious recom· 
mendation. The consequence was; he fell into an ambush when 
within seven miles of the fort. His army was totally routed, and 
aixty-four officers and about one half of the men were killed or 
wounded. The Provincials were formed under Colonel W 8.1lhing· 
ton, and covered the retreat of the fugitives. 

General Johnston, though unable to attempt Crown Point, re­
vived the drooping spirits of the people, by repulsing the Baron 
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Dieakau and a large force, after a hard and ~ell·eontested fight. 
General Shirley, from &- variety of causes, was unable to take 
offensive measures, until the season for action had passed, and the 
general result of the war so far was both disattrous and discouraging. 

The reasons why so little wu effected, where I!O much was 
confidently expected, are to be sought for in . the dissimilar forms 
of government of twelve provinoei, and in the want of some con troll· 
ing power to establish the quota of men to be furnished by each 
-the absence of a common treasury, and the right exercised by 
every province to interfere in the management of their contingenta, 
as to the time of their marching, the objects of their destination, 
and their supplies. Another great case of disgust, insubordination, 
and want of union, arose from the invidious distinction made be­
tween the king's troops and the Provincials. By an act of Parlia· 
ment, the general or field-officers who served by commission from 
the king, and a captain . and other inferior officers of the British 
fOrces, i~ all duties, took post;.of the Provincial "ffieera of like rank, 
though their commissions were of older date ; llDd what must 
have operated most unfavorably _in this respect was, that -the ap­
pointment of officers among the ~gular troOps was extended·to 
Americans eo grudgingly, as so make it evident that they were no 
further rewarded by con:uiDssions, than the enlisting of men made 
it absolutely necessary. This impolicy alienated the feelings of 
many deserving and well affected·colonists. 

The campaign of 1766, from the operations of some or all of 
these causes, was aa unsuccessful as that in 17oo. It terminated 
with the loss of the fort at OWego, and. a-bandonment, after im­
mease toil and expeDse, of the expedition against Crown Point, 
the soldiers being ingloriously employed in defensive measure& for 
their owil safety. That of the .following year, 1767, was still 
more humiliating ; the loss of Fort William Henry, garrisoned by 
nearly three thousand regular troops, filled the country with 
despondency; and the breach of the capitulation by the French, 
whereby the prisoners were all pillaged, and many butohered in 
cold blood, was long the theme of indignant roproach. · The year · 
1768 opened with· better prospects, and is distinguished for the 
capture of Louisburg. · A very priwerful armament, consisting 
of twenty ships of the line, and eighteep. frigates, having on board 
fourteen hundred men, under the command of Admiral Boscawen 
and General Amherst, appeared before that place on the 2d of 
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June, and on the 2~th of .July it surrendered. Fort Frontenac 
was also taken by a body of three thousand Provincials, aided by 
regulars ; and the French, after a severe eacounter with part 1>f 
General ·Forbes's army, evacuated Fort de Qaesne on the Ohio. 

Ticonderoga, the great object o{ New England's efforts, still 
remained to scourge the country, awl it was resolved forthwith to 
attack it. This attempt, however, proved unsaccesaful, and 
occasioned iL 1088 of sixteen hundred and eight l'link and file of 
the regulars, among whom was Lord Viscount Howe, and three­
hundred and thirty-four Provincials. To pnt an end to ·. this 
ruinous contest, three great expeditions were undertaken: Gene~l 
Amherst, with a body of twelve thousand men, was to attack 
Crown Point ; General Wolf was, at the oppoaite quarter, to 
enter the St. Lawrence, and undertake ~e siege of Quebec, 
while Generals .Johnson and Pnde~ux were to attempt the 
reduction of the French forts, near the Falls of Niagara. 

It was late in July before General Amherat· reached, Ticon­
deroga ; on his approach, the French blew up the magazine, 
evacuated the fort, and retreated to Crown Point, whither he 
immediately paraaed them. But they retired, and took post at 
Isle aux Noix, at the northern extremity of Lake Champlain . 
.As the seuon was so far advanced, he returned to Crown Point, 
and put his troops in winter quarters. ' 

The expedition, under Generals Prideaux and Johnson, againet 
Fort Niagara, was croWDed with complete succesa.. A large 
force, collected from all the neighboring garrisons, was auembled 
for the purpose of raising the aiege,. for the French justly .con­
aidered that post ali the key to-all their interipr American empire. 
These troops were gallantly repulsed, in view of the besieged, 
who, discouraged by having all succor .eut off, surrendered as 
prisonera of war. · 

While these succeaaful operations were carried on in Upper 
Canada, . General Wolfe was prosecuting the grand enterprise for 
the redaction-of Quebec. Of the ascent of the heights of Abra­
ham,' the ba~tle that ensued, the death of Wolfe and MontcalQJ, 
the fall of Quebec, and the subsequent conquest of Canada, every 
history, both Americ_lln and English, contains a copious account. 
To abridge it would be to deprive -it_ of ita interest, and to enter 
upon it at large, is inconsistent with the nature of this work. 
Bald and scanty as the narrative I have given must necessarily 
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be, it is copious enough to exhibit the military characitt'r of the 
colonists, and the school in which they were trained to a knowl­
edgt~ of actual service. Any thing beyond this I have omitted, 
as incompatible with the plan of ~ book that professes not to be 
a ·history, but a political sketch. r 

On the lOth of February, 1763, a d~finitive treaty of peace 
was signed at Paris, and soon after ratified. By the second 
article, France_ renounced and guaranteed to Great Britain all 
Nova Scotia or. Acadia, and likewise . Canada, the Isle of Cape 
Breton, and all other islands ~ the Gulf and. River of St. Law­
rence. 
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CHAPTER .. II. 
'SUTCH OF POLITICAL EVENTS FROM 10118 TO.l7!0. 

·Arrival of Sir William Phipp-Dift'erence between 014 and New'Chartera­
Spirit of ftnt Legislation-Detennination to Establish no permanent ~alnriea 
-Foimation of two Parties, Loyalists and Patriots-Character arid DeBth of 
Phipps-New York imitates the Conduct of New England-Refaaal of 
Militia of Connecticut to obey the King' a Officer-Board of Trade eatobliahed 
-Courts of Admiralty created-Oath framed fOr Governor. to enforee Trado 
Acta-Arrival of Lord Bellemont-Hi• ·character and Conduct-Appointment 
of Mr. Dudley-Hie Unpopularity-The Aaaembly deny hie Right to Negative 
their Choice of Speaker, and refuse to comply with any of the Royal lnatruc· 
timw-lnainuationa againat the Governor that be wu holding treuonable 
Correspondence with the Enemy-He ia attacked by the Preachere-Ap· 
pointment of Colonel Chute-Opposition of Aasetobly-Appointment and 
Death of Governor Burnet-Arrival of Governor BelCher-End of Contest 
aboot fixed Salaries. 

ON the 14th of May, 1692, Sir William Phipps arrived at 
Boston, with the new charter, and a commission, appointing him 
Governor of th~:~ colony. The people were not a little surprised 
to find, that the patent which had caused them so much appre­
hension, waa more favorable than they expected ; but liberal a1 it 
was, there was a very large party in the colony averse from re­
ceiving it, hoping that by showing a bold front, _and determined 
opposition, they might extort a renewal of the_ old one. 

Warned by past experience of the danger of permitting any 
eect to indulge intolerance, a clause was introduced into it by the 
crown officers, allowing liberty of con!Cience in the worship of 
God to all Christians excepting Papists ; appeals to the King 
and Council were supported in all personal actions above tnree 
hundred pounds sterling in value; and the exercise of Admiralty 
jurisdiction waa reserved to the Crown. But the great restraint 
laid upon the province consisted in the appointment of the Govern­
or, Lieutenant-governor, and Secretary by the king; in investing 
his representative with a negative upon all lawai and election• 
made by the Council and House ~f Representatives; and subject­
ing the laws, even when thus sanctio~ed, to rejection by the king, 
within the term of three years. The Governor Willi also author­
ized to call an Asaembly whenever he saw proper, and to adjourn, 
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prorogue, and dissolve it at pleasure. No act of the Legislature 
was to have any vali3ity without his aaaent. The appointment 
of all military officen was vested in him solely, and he had con· 
current authority with the (Jouncil in. filling every situation in 
Courts of Justice; their civil officen were to be chosen by the 
two Houses, subject to his negative; and no money could be paid 
out of the treasury, but by his warrant. 

Besides these changes, the differences between the old and new 
charter consisted in an express authority for exercising powers 
which had been in 00111taot use from necessary implication : these 
were the privileges of a House.·of Representatives as a branch of 
the Legislature, the levying of taxes, and creating courts for the 
trial of capital crimes. The probate of wills, and granting ad· 
ministration on intestate estates, were expreesly given to the Gov­
ernor and Council. While the privileges of the people were thus 
diminished, the territory of the province was enluged. The col· 
ony of New Plymouth. the province of Maine, and the county of 
Nova Scotia, with the lands between the two latter, were joined 
to Massachusetts, and formed an extensive tract of not less than 
eight hundred miles in length. Out of this extensive domain, the 
only new reserVations made were the timber suitable for masts 
for the Ro)·al Navy, and grants of land between the River Sa­
gadahoek and the Gulf and River of St. Lawrence, which were 

. not to be valid without the. king's approbation. ' 
The jealousy always felt of royalty showed itself at once on the 

first exercise of prerogative rightS under the charter. Advantage 
was taken of the ignorance of the governor by the Council, to 
assume to thetnselves the. appointment of sheriBS, justices, and 
other similar officen. An act was paaaed at the same time, to 
continue in full force, until formally repel&led, all the old laws of 
the colony in existence when the second charter issued; by which, 
had not the design been discovered and frustrated in England, 
the law enforcing the ecclesiaaticaJ discipline of the Congrega.tion­
aliat!, and authorizing the levying taxes for their support, would 
have been re-enacted ; and as no refusal could have been pro­
cured without the consent of the Lower House, it would have 
either remained forever on the Statute Book, or caused some 
legislative action in· Parliament. Another contemporaneous act 
clearly evinces the spirit of the people. It was a sort of Magna 
Charta (from which, indeed, many of ita clauses were copied), 
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and recited at length their various rights and privileges ; among 
others they failed not to i~ist upon the following: "No aid, tax, 
taillage, assessment, custom, loan, benevolence, or imposition 
whatever, shall ·be laid, assessed, imposed, _or levied, on any of 
their Majesty's subjects or estates, on any pretense whatsoever, 
but by the aid and consent of the-Governor, Council, and Repre­
sentatives of the people aBSembled in ~eneral Court." This law, 
on the advice of Lord Chief J ustioe Holt, waa disallowed by the 
king, because it contained what none of his predecesaors had ever 
conferred. A criminal code was also compiled, and passed by the 
Legislature, that was in the same maqner disapproved, since it 
wa.S thought to have been borrowed too much from the Jewish 
system to be consistent with the jurisprudence of England. An· 
other Jaw, "for securing the liberty of the subject~' by extending 
the Habeas Corpus Act, was rejected, as Somers and other Whigs 
insisted it had not yet been extended to the colonies. Few of the 
acts of that session, had the good fortune to please the statesmen 
of England, since they thought it of importance to oppose the pro­
grcas of-any innovation. 

In the first House convened under the new charter, a broad 
line of demarkation was observable among the representatives; 
the friends of British connection and Loyalists on the one hand, 
honest Republicans, unprincipled demagogues, and ~igoted secta· 
rians on the other. Such as were for limiting the. prerogative, 
securing the dependence of the gcivernor, and maintaining the su­
p:remacy of the colonial Legislature, naturally won the hearts 
of the people, and received their ·confidence in proportion to their · 
zeal; while those wh_o thought rights and dntiel reciprocal, saw 
no danger in a limited monarchy, and were attached from princi­
ple and feeling· to the parent country, subjected themselves to 

. the reproach of cowardice, obsequiousneaa, and self-interested mo­
tives. 

To the same petiod may be traced that favorit~ but fatal poli­
cy of the ~orne _Government, of attempting to concilitate those 
in opposition, at the expense of the feelings, the rights, and just 
claims of its true friends ; of refusing reasonable concessions, until 
compelled by popular movement to grant mere than was at first 
demanded, whereby the grace of justice or liberality was merged 
in the triumph of a forced surrender, and of treating both classes 
with an indifference or contemp~, that aroused the implacable 
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anger of th.e one, and damped the ardor, and chilled the affections 
of the other. Republican disloyalty can never be aoftoned or 
won by kindness. which it always ascribes to weakness, or de­
mands as a right ; though it may be strengthened by ineffectual 
resistance, or the withdrawal of salutary restraints: and the 
most devoted loyalty will perish at last, under injuries or neglect. 
There is a rectitude and majesty in-justir.e that makes it respect­
ed by all ; .and every class is equally entitled to share in ita ben­
efits. -when it is duly administered, none have a right to_ com­
plain; but when that dnty is once .performed, long tried friend­
ships and faithful services have the first claim upon a pteful 
remembrance, and should receive the countenance and reward to 
which they are ent~tled. To buy off our enemies is a fatal poli­
cy; it adds to their reaources in the 88.11le . proportion that it 
weakens our pwn, and necessarily leads to new and insolent de­
mands. It is better to arm and discipline our frie~. and resist 
aggression at once, as promptitude and energy may · c~sh it for­
ever. B11t to give rebels the advantage of a fair s~ggle in the 
field, and when they are defeated, to remunerate .. tb#lm for the 
losses they have sustained, as was recently the case in Canada, 
exposes a government to the grief or indignation of ita friends, 
and the inexpressible ridicule or contempt of ita enemies. 

Besides the formation of the two parti~. loyalists and patriot&!, 
above referred to, whose descendants still distract the' remaining 
colonies with their contentions, the short administration of Sir 
William Phipps contaias one or two instructive lessons. as to the 
effect of the previous republicanism upon the people. The ap­
pointment of a goveraor by the Crown, was the most obnoxious 
part of the charter, and although Phipps was a native, and a fa­
vorite of the Puritan divines, the Mathers, who. iq fact elected 
him tbemselv~ for the office, -he was made to. ·feel that in accept­
ing it, be ceased to be regarded as a colonist. Among the asao­
ciatccl .agenta, who had .negotiated with the British Government 
for the new patent, was a violent republican of the name of 
Cook, who advocated obstruction on all occasions to the kiug's 
representative; "as the appointment of an obnoxious ruler," he 
remarked, " would ·make the people rise," a melllorable saying, 
which made a powerful impression on the public mind. He alao 
counseled them," to establish no officer's salary, and to petpetuate 
no public revenue," advice which was found too serviceable to thei. 
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cause to be neglected for a moment. It soon beeame a settled 
maxim of colonial policy, and was adopted· throughout the 
provinces. They now no longer feared the English, as the char· 
ter had ·oonfirmed eo many of their usurpations, but they heartily 
despised them·; for such wae the venality of the Whig&, that pro­
vincial politician• made no scruple of openly· userting "that any 
thing could be obtained at 'Whitehall for money." 

So far a• Phipps was coneemed, be found bit commilllion a 
eervice productive df no emolument, but of great labor and re­
•ponlibility. How widely different is the lituation of governor 
now: They have arrived at the other extreme, having large 
~alaries, and nothing \Vhatever to ·do, but to affix their 1ignatares 
to the· acts of their executives. . Phipps could nev.er prevail . upon 
them to establish a salary for him, although they gave him a 
gratuity; to make him feel his dependence, and to induce hlm to 
connive at their usurpations, and their evasion• of the laws of 
trade. In obstructing the custom house officers, he commif~ 
acts that occasioned his recall. He. was a man of nrean extraction, 
vulgar manners, and little or· no education; his early years having 
~en spent iti the hardy occupation of a shepherd, on the _bleak 
and barren bills of his native land, in Maine; and his frame sub­
sequently strengthened by the laborious employment of a ship­
carpenter in Boston. Having accidentally discovered the wreck 
of a Spanish treasure~ship, he allured King James into a joint 
adventure for searching for the cargo. A frigate was accordingly 
placed at his disposal by the Govornor of Jamaica, and his divers 
were so .expert, that 'be fished up several thousand pounds' worth 
of gold. The king was astonished and delighted with his suc­
cessful speculation, and in return for his large share of the profits, 
honored him with knighthood, and a patronage that in a subee­
quent reign procured for him tM government of the colony. The 
manners of-early life, however, are neither ameliorated nor oblit­
erated by the sudden acquision of wealth ; and -as his arm was more 
powerful than his reason, he never failed to resort to its uee to 
enforce· his arguments or his orders upon his subordinate officers. 
His attacks on his enemies, as a military man, were less success­
ful than his assaults on his officials in the street, in which his 
victories, by exciting complaints, compelled him to go to England, 
to vindicate his condu.ct. He died soon after hi!! arrival, or his 
'lame would doubtless have been found in the long list of colonial 
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rulers, to which !~have already alluded, whoee unfitneu for gov· 
erning has presented no obstacle to their preferment. 

The Legislature of New York followed in the footatepe of 
MaBSaehuaetts, 110 contagious is bad example, and passed an act, 
declaring its inalienable rights, &e., which met with a similar 
reception in England, and was disallowed. ·At tbe same time a 
similar scene took place in Connecticut, that exhibits in a very 
striking light the determination of the people to submit to no 
interference whatever. For lhe purpose of insuring more unity 
of action in the event of invasion, Governor Fletcher, of New 
York, was vested with plenary powers of commanding the whole 
militia of Connecticut, and insisted on the exercise of that com­
mand ; the Legislature, knowing that authority to be expreuly 
given to the colony by charter, would not submit to his requisition, 
but desirous of effecting a compromise, sent an agent to New 
York to make an arrangement, until his Majesty's pleasure should 
be further known. No terms, however, could be made with the 
governor, short of an implicit ·obedience of the militia to his au· 
thority. On the 26th of October, he came to Hartford, while the 
Al!l!embly was sitting, and in his Majesty's name demanded sub­
mission. The Assembly resolutely persisted in a refusal. After 
the requisition bad been repeatedly made, with plausible explana­
tions, and serious menaces, Fletcher ordered his commiaaion and 
instructions to be read to the train-banda of Hartford, which had 
prudently assembled on the occasion. Wadawortb, the senior 
officer, who was at that moment exercising them, inatantly or· 
dered th~ drums to beat, which in a moment overwhelmed every 
voice ; the governor then commanded silence, bat no sooner was 
a second attempt made to read, than Wadsworth vociferat~ tho 
same order to the drummers, who instantly beat up again with 
redoubled energy. At the first pause he called out again: 
"Drum, drum," and taming to his Excellency, said : ~·If I am 
interrupted again, sir, I will make the sun shine through you in 
a moment." To avoid personal outrage be was obliged to return 
to New York, when, to his infinite mortificatiqn, he was soon 
after informed, by the crown lawyers of England, that the contml 
of the militia legally belonged to the l)Olony, as Chules II. had 
divested himself, by his reokleaa grant, of eTery particle of authority 
whatever. · · 

The effects of the recent poUtical changes in EnglaDd were 
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visible all over the · Allglo-Amerioul continent. In addition to 
the instances of intractability, just referre4 to, even Pennsylvania, 
though opposed to carnal, was willing to indulge ill political con­
flicts, and bartered her money for the support of government, "on 
the expre• condition of settling the people in their former consti­
tution." Maryland, more obedient than many oth~, still re­
solved, " that the great charter of England shonld be observed in 
all points." Two new doctrines were promulgated, and found 
wUling advocates every where, one (which originated with a 
Puritan minister of Boston) was: "That they were not bound in 
conscience .to obey English laws, as they were JIDt represented in 
Parliament;'! the other was: ... That colonists were as much 
Englishmen, as the inhabitants of that country ; and therefore 
had a right to all the same privileges." 

The- miBCOnduet of Phipps and other governors, in conniving at 
the evasion of the laws of trade, brought about at this period some 
very important changes. Complaints were constantly made to 
the ministry by governors who were unable to execute their or· 
ders, and by merehants whose commerce was injured by the total 
disregard of the colonists to the Navigation Acts. "During the 
war," says Davenant, "the colonies have presumed, as it were, 
to set up for theDliClves, and to lo~ their effects on board of ships 
belonging to foreignel'll, and to trade directly with other nations; 
sending them their commodities, ~d receiving from thence manu­
factures, to the great ·damage of this kingdom." To meet the 
exigencies ~of the times, the Board of Trade was eitablished. in 
1696, of which the celebrated Locke was a member. This was 
a permanent commission, collliating f!f a president ·and eleven 
members, known as "Lords of Trade," who succeeded to the 
authority and oversight hitherto exereised by plantation-com­
mitteeS of the Privy Council. . Subsequently the powers of this 
Board were somewhat curtailed, but down to the period of the 
AQlerican Revolution, it continued to exereise a general auperin­
tcndence of tlui colonies, watching the A.sse.mblies with a jealous 
eye, struggling hard to uphold the prerogatives of the king and. 
authority of Parliament, laboring to strengthen the banda of the 
royal governors, and systematically to carry out the policy of 1 
rendering America complete.ly subservient to the viewa which then 
prevailed of the commereial interests of the mother co.untiy. 

Parliament devoted .a large portion of its sittings that year to 
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American aflairs. The House of Lords repreMnted to the king 
that, " Having considered the state of the trade of this kingd'JW 
to the plantations, they had found many abuses of the several 
good laws made for their government, and "!ery illegal practices 
carried on, to the great detriment of the kingdom, whereby the 
act lately puecd had been greatly obstructed ;" .they recom­
mended therefore, " ·That the proprietaries should be obliged to 
give ~urity in England, that their governors shall conatantly 
obey the royal instructions for the execution of the laws ; · and that 
courts of admiralty should be ·erected in the various plantationa, 
in order that offenses against the laws of navig~tio:n might be no 
longer decided .by judges and jurors, who were themselves often 
the g~eatest offenders." The proprietaries declined. to give the 
aecurity demanded of.tbem, which they thought no law required; 
the resolution of the .Peers, they considered, could not, .however 
respectable, compel them to perform what they deemed in itself 
unreasonable, as their sovereiga had the power of withholding his 
approbation from their appointments, and they pleaded their 
charters, in opposition to the royal nomination of admiralty 

· officer!. Having heard their counsel, the crown lawyers detcrm· 
ined that no colonial patent prevented the kiQg from establish­
ing an ·admiralty jurisdiction within every dominion of the crown. 
The right of appeal from the colonial courts to the king in council 
was also sustained, and by this do~ble means the mother country 
acquired at length a judicial control over the colonies, and with 
it a power, afterward imitated in the Federal Constitution of the 
United States, of bringing her authority to bear not only upon 
.the flolonies as political corporations but, wilat was much more 
effectual, upon the colonists as individuals. 

By a contemporaneous act of Parliament, the various statutes 
for carrying the acta of trade into effeci were consolidated, and 
new and more stringent provisions were added. Any direct trade 
between Ireland and the plantations was totally prohibited, that 
country being' put~ in this respect, in a worse position than any in 
the world. The pretense was, that if tr!lde of any sort waa 
allowed, it would ~ made a cover for smuggling innumerable 
articles. An oath to enforce the acts of trade was imposed·upon 
the governors of the chartered colonies, their appointment also 
was made subject to the royal approval ; all colonial statutes or 
usages conflicting with acts of trade, past or future, were declanll 
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void. The same powers were conferred on the king's revenue 
officel'll in America, whioh they possessed; in England ; their 
number was increaeed, and at their head was placed, as .aurveyor­
general, the active and penevering Randolph, so conspicuous 
formerly in the history of Massachusetts. · 

Free trade. soon made freeboOters, who found (with the honor-. 
able exception of Maryland) shelter for their ships, and provisions 
for themselves every where, among a sanctimonious people, who 
while they piteously sighed over their offensive occupation, 
encouraged it by purchasing their plunder, and it was with great 
difficulty and expenee that piracy was finalfy suppreSBed. 

After a long interval, in which the deputy and lieutenant­
governors administered· the affairs of the state, Lord Bellamont 
arrived at Boston, and was duly 11wom into office. He also had 
the mortification to find that he bad no fixed salary, and that his 
official income depended upon an annual vote in the Legislature, 
a humiliating position that opened a door to constant annoyances, 
and enabled the two Houses to make it his interest to neglect his 
duty, by starving him into submission. In the subsequent ad­
ministrations, it became the rallying point for the two contending 
parties of Patriots and Loyalieta, ' and excited contentions, in 
which the authority of the Crown wa11 gradually weakened, and 
its dignity greatly diminished. He experienced, however, no 
difficulty on this subject himself, and as there was bul little that 
occurred in his time, bearing on the subjellt of .this inquiry, we 
might' dismi81l him, with this short notice. But he was a man in 
advance of the age in which he lived, and we may spare a 
moment to pause and admire him.,. 

He was a true specimen of a great liberal governor. He made 
the most Of his rank by his great condescension and suavity of 
manner; he was acceBBible at all times, and affable and oourteous 
on all occasions. Although an Episcopalian, he professed to 
entertain most tolerant opinions on the subject of diSBent, and a 
special respect for Congregational churches, and their pastors, and 

. above all. a most pious horror of Popery. He 'avoided any thing 
like controversy with individuals, or ·either branch of the Legisla­
ture,. and what be oould not obtain by addre81l, he refused to 
secure by compult•ion. He attended the weekly lectures .at the 
principal conventicle, and listened with the utmost attention, and 
evident edification, to the long, confused, and prOsy compositiotaa 
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of the divines. On one oecaaion, when returning from a self· 
imposed penance of this kind, be thus addreaaed an apothecary, 
whom he saw standing near the door of his dispensary-" Oh ! 
doctor, you have lost a precious sermon to-day." "Yes, my 
lord," was the equivocal reply ; " I have, but if I could get only 
half as much by being there as your lordship will, I should have 
attended also." . This dordJle et]tendre deserved and ·received a 
most gracious smile of approbation. 

He was the first govemor, who, ·in imitation of the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, opened the Legislature by delivering a 
formal written addrei!B. It was a novelty, and as such .not likely 
to be acceptable to a people who disliked all innovation on their 
established forms; b~t while it well comported with his dignity, 
it conferred additional weight and importance on themselves, and 
was therefore approved. He knew how much the family of the 
Stuar~ was dreaded· and hated in New England, and bow 
at~ceptable a censure upon them and their principles would be. 
His first and last speech was filled with pious horror at their 
religion, and patriotic indignatioQ. at their arbitrary conduct. 
His lordship was only fourteen months in the province, when he 
went to New York. For this shctrt . peri~ the Assembly voted 
£2o00, an infinitely larger sum than any of his predecessors ever 
received, or any of his successors could obtain, even when the 
inhabitants were more numerous, and more opulent; and money, 
when compared with the necessaries of life, had become less 
vnluable. · To engage the attention in this manner of the cold 
and cautious Puritans, .,nd set them gaping with wonder and 
delight, while their pocke_ts were emptied of their conten~s. was 
a feat of profeSBiqnal skill, which does equal honor to his, lord· 
ship's dexterity, and to his sound liberal prindplea.. 

The government was now conferred upon Mr. Dudley, who 
had been the first president, after the 1088 of the c·barter, and who 
thereby rendere,d himself so unpopular, that when Sir Edmund 
Andross, was seized and sent to England, he was also imprisoned 
and transported with him, to take his trial. As a governor of 
Maasachusetts, the selection was unfortunate. It was known 
that from fortuitoua. eireumstanees, he was obnoxious · to his 
countrymen ; und the slightest . knowledge of human nature, 
would have suggested to the Ministry, that in a small and isolated 
community like Massachusetts, he would have to encounter *Ae 
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jealousy of rivals, the hatred of pJI.l'ty (when his opinions were all 
known) and the odium arising from pei'I!Onal infirmities, from 
which no man ever .waa, or can be exempt. ./u. a ruler of any 
other American colony, no man could be better qualified than be 
was. Intimately acquainted with American feeling and pre,Nl­
cliccs, be knew bow to respeot the one, and how to avoid shocking 
the other. He was well informed as to their wants, the re­
ai>urecs, a~d the common danger .to which they wer.e all exp<ised, 
from the Indian tribes and their French neighbors. A lawyer, a 
man of business and talents, and above all a colonist; having a 
sympathy with the people, who were hia countrymen, and an 
"i.fiection' for the continent where his lot and that of his children 
were cut, his interest waa identified with those on wh~m he wu 
to exercise jurisdiction, while his desire to serve the Crown, wu 
restrained from running into tyranny by the knowledge that 
while he abrogated the rights of the inhabitants, he was restrict­
ing the liberty of his own posterity. 

To appoint a colonist to preside over his native province, for 
the reasons abeve stated, would at any time, be a ·hazardous a­
periment ; but there is no clau of men 80 comp!tent, and 80 

desirable for those at a distance, while at the same time no course 
of policy could be more ponciliatory and grateful. The exp!ri­
ment, however, waa not doomed to be often tried. When the 
office became worth having, needy dependents at home fonnd that 
family connection or parliamentary interest, was a better recom­
mendation than experience or ability, and politicians disoovered 
that the greateet advantage of a colony, was that it preaented a 
field for patronage. 

The republican or patriot party, availing themselves of the un­
popularity of the governor, gain:ed the ucendency in.the Legisla­
ture. Their first step was to choose a Speaker personally ofi'cnsive 
to him, and when be rejected him, to deny his right uodei: ~he 
c'barter to clo 80. By special instructions from England; he laid 
three commands of hisJMajesty before them. First, the rebuild­
i.pg a .fort in Maine, which bad beoome dilapidated ; second, the 
erection of another in the same territory, as a check upon the 
Indians and French ; an<! thirdly, establishing fixed and suitable 
salaries on the governor, and lieutenant-governor, and the judges; 
but they refused all three, and the · Council supported them in 
thea contumacy. With respect to the lut, they felt tho- adv.aQt-
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age they bad over those officers, and were determined to maintain 
it. They had lost the power of appointing them, and were 
resolved to render their situations of as little value as poesible. 
The Ministry, on the other hand, with a neglienee·or timidity 
that it is difficult to compiehend, suffered this degrading subject 
of annual discuBBion to be continued . . The ABBembly accordingly 
voted very small sums for the year for this piH'p088, and reduced 
the proportion appropriated to the representative of royalty to the 
smallest amount posaible. . 

The Patriot party were predetermiaed on . every species of an­
noyance in their power, and when so unjust a feeling ·•xiata, 
scruples aa to ~he means are:ieldom found to be any eJfec~u~ im~ 
pediment. A small veBBel had been sent with a flag of truce to 
Nova Scotia, for the exchange of prisoners, and after a protracted 
voyage returned with only seventeen ; and being again ordered 
on the same duty, procured the release of seven more. It was 
immediately whispered about the country, that the ill succesa 
of the application, and the unUBual length of time spent in the 
negotiation, was owing to the captain having, under the proteo­
tion of the flag of truce, been engaged in trading with the enemy, 
and furnishing them with supplies--the governor not only being 
privy to it, but participating in the profits. The House imme­
diately voted that it was a fit subject for parliamentary inqiiiry, 
as the Supreme Court bad no jurisdiction in such a case, and put 
the master, and five other persons supposed to be implicated, upon 
their -trial, and thereby placed his -Excelleaoy ·in the dilemma 
they so much ~ired. . If he should interfere to stop their prO­
ceedings, the inference would natua:ally be drawn by . the whole 
province that he was a particeps Criminis; and if be suJfered the 
inquiry to proceed, it was poBBible some of the prisoners, to save 
themselves, might be induced to join jp an accusation_agaiost him. 
There was as little evidellce against the panies charged with 
treason, as there was grou!ld for supposing the governor had any 
knowledge, or even suspicion, of their harboring such a design. 
They' were all, however, found guilty. The captain was fiot;d 
twelv:e hundred pounds, and incapacitated from ever holding office 
in the colony. It was e'ven proposed to compel him to sit on the 
gallows for an hour with a rope round his neck, but tbia igno­
minious part of the punishment was afterward withdrawn. The 
fines imposed on the others were equally e:J:eeBBiYe. Six laws 
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were then drawn up to legalize these measures, and passed with 
as little delay as possible, but were all very properly disallowed 
in England ; and this infamous act of oppression, and the cruel 
and wicked insinuations against the governor, confirmed and 
atrengthened, rather than impaired, his influence with the Minis­
try. To the contumacy of the House waa added the insolence 
of the preachers, who endeavored to recover their lost popularity 
with the Patriot& by wai'Qll)' eapouaiug their cauae, and-lending 
the weight of their names to foment the general GiiCOntent. To 
promote this object they ridicnled the governor in -their public 
ministrations, their intercolll'8e with the people, and printed 
pamphlets, and annoyed him with the moat abusive and insolent 
letters.• 

The object of thia pari of the work, aa wa have aeon, ia to show 
that for the first half century after ita settlement, Maasachuaetta, 
to all intents and purpoaes, was a republic ; that when it waa 
subsequently ·merged into a govenunent 'in which royalty had 
aoll)e share, that small portion waa never submitted to willingly, 
and was only permitted to exist until the people were able to ex­
tinguish it altogether.-- In selecting such portions of the. annals 

" In tbe tbird volume of tile "Maaacbueettl Hiatorical Collections" are pre· 
aerved some extraordinary specimens of tbe latter, written by increaae and 
Cottbu Mather. The governor replied to these meddling diviuea witb becoming 
epirit, u wUl be seen by the following extract : 

"Roxburg, Febraaty 3, 1707-8. 

"G&nuxn.-Yoors of tbe liOih iuatant I received, and tbe content&, both 
u to matter and manner, utooiab me to tbe lut degree. I muet tbink yoa 
liave extremely forgotten your own station, aa well aa my character; otherwise 
it had been, impossible to have made aucb an open breach upon all the law• of 
decency, honor, justice, aud Christianity, u yoa have done in treating me with 
an air of contempt lind superiority, wbicb would have been greatly calpablo 
toward a Christian of the lowest orders, and is insufferably rode toward one 
whom Divine Providence bas honored with the character of your governor. 

'fla many of the mattera of fact yoa Iaber aDder gt"eat mistakes, whiCh have 
been taken up witb great credulity; and indeed yoa have raked together what­
ever hu been imputed to me these many years, either through prejudice or 
mistake, and seem to think the bruit of 'a town a auiBcient foundation to build a 
charge on. Aa to aome otber tbinga contained jnyoar cha-rge, I can DOt •teem 
yoa competent judgea. The articlea are ao many contained ill yoar letter&, that 
it woald be endle11 to labor yoar satiafaction by writing, which you must not 
fUrther expect from me. In the mean time I expect you, as 1nbjecta of the 
Q.ueen, u Chriatiana, aa meaaeogera of tbe goapel of peace, to lay uide all 
methode to blow up sedition, or abet such criminal reports of moladmilli1tration 
u tend to debauch the mindl of her Majeaty's good aubjccta of tbia province from 
their duty and allegiance." 
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of this period as illustrate this position, it is somewhat difficult to 
decide what shall be brought forward and w~t rejected. To go 
at large into the investigation, would be to write a history of New 
Engla~d : to preserve 110 much only as is necessary to support the 
theory, necessarily gives the narrative somewhat of a disjointed 
appearf.llce. It is a.n evil, however, incident to the inquiry ; and 
it would seem on the whole better, perhaps, to err on the aide of 
brevity, than to overload the work with particulars, that may 
weary the reader with their minuieneu, or are too provincial to 
interest his attention. 

The govemor retained his office for about fOurteen years, or 
until the aceeaaion of ~rge I., when he was supe~, by the 
appointment of Colonel Shute, an experienced officer, who had 
served under William III. and the Duke of Marlborough. Mr. 
Dudley's firmness, attention to busineia; impartiality, and general 
information, made him a moat useful, and latterly a respected 
governor ; and had he been employed any where else but in hia 
native province, he would doubtless have been held up as a 
model for the imitation of others. Colonel Shute was soon found 
to be deficient in the constitutiona~ information; prudent firmness, 
and tact .that distinguished hia predecessor, and the republican 
party o~ained an easy victory over. him; 

One of the first steps taken by the HouRe, in order to carry 
out their qhartered rights to the fullest extent, was to paaa an act 
imposing a tonnage duty on English shipping, and a tax on the 
importation of Britiah and West India productions, which, being 
incautiously assented to by the governor, drew down upon him a 
reprimand from the king . . Notwithstanding this well known 
fact, they sent the same bill to the Council the following year, 
which caused aom~ acrimonious discussion. In 1720 they elected 
for their Speaker a peraon with whom they knew ~ governor 
had . had a serious rupture, in order tQ irritate and annoy him. 
This choice he declined to confirm ;.,and as they persisted in 
refusing (nem. con.) to proceed to a new election, he dissolve~ 
them. At their next meeting they evaded a renewal of the 
contest on·.thia point, but sent him ~ remonstrance on the sub­
ject of his veto, ~asserting their right, and CODoluding with 
these words : " And we earnestly hope and desire that the prov­
ince may never have an Assembly that will willingly fO!eso such 
a valuable privilege, as King William and Queen Mary of ewr 
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blessed memory graciously favored the province with, when they 
gave their royal a.aaent to a law directing' and governing the 
affairs." 

Their next step was to insist upon the local appointment of all 
notaries, who had hitherto received their commission from the 

' Archbishop of Canterbury ; -and, to manifest their repugnance to 
even the appearance of royal authority, they resolved that for 
the future no public money 'should be expended at times of public 
rejoicings, which was intended to embrace such events' as the 
king's birth-day, aecesaion, coronation, and similar occasions. 
They then reduced the governo~:~ salary, notwithstanding it had 
already been greatly diminished by tbe depreciated state of the 
currency. In the mean time their resistance to the prerogative, 
ana· stout maintenance of the assumed rights, became 10 popular, 
that.at their next aession ~hey· passed, a resolution for going to war 
with the Indiana, for raising troops for the purpose, the appoint­
ment of_a sheriff to accompany them·, and also for the appoint­
ment of irupectora, with power to visit forts, muster the soldiers, 
and 10 on, without the concurrence of the Eogliah aristoerat, as they 
called the governor.. · 

ln the seBBion of 1721 the governor, 'by instruotions from home, 
recommended them to adopt five different measures of preaaing 
importance, among which was one to make permaneilt provision 
for -the support of the -king's representative and the judges, to 
all of which they returned him a distinct refusal. . Their next 
atte~pt at an invasion of the prerogative, was an endeavor to 
induce the. Connell to join them in isaning a proclamition 'for the 
ohlervance of a fast, and thereby anticipate the governor, and 
supersede his aut~ority. The Council declined to'·eoncut with 
them, alleging that they oould find no preeedeltt to justify, them,' 
to which they replied, " that if such things had not the sanction 
of the whole Court, }>eople would not be liable to punishment for 

· disobedience." His Excellency deairous of maintaining, if ~i­
hle, a good uilderatanding with them, as far as was -compatible 
with hili responsibility to the Crown, deviated from his usual 
oourae, and inserted in his proclamation the words, "by and with 
the advice of his Council, and upon -a motion of the House of 
Representatives." But republican feeling and prejudice are not 
oasily conom.ted by royal condescension. Courtesy is a term 
DDt. undm:siood where the power is all Oil one aide ; uo~nditiooal 
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surre.1_1der ~d submission are the only admissible terms. Tha 
House refused tojoin in any compromise; and not only declared 
that they never had made any such motion, but expressly ~rdercd 
their members not to promulgate any copies of the mandate 
among their respective constituencies. 
· The people now adopted the views of their delegates, and the 

advice of their clefgy;· and retumed the same members to the. 
next house, with atrict injunctions to reduce the " foreign despot" 
to a mere nullity. '!'hey again elected for Speake\' the same 
man whom he had . before negatived, and to prevent him .from 
having the opportunity .of expreBSing his disapprobation, altered 
the form of the mll!!sage, and addressed it to Governor and Council 
jointly~ informing' them that they had choeen their Speaker, nnd 
were now ready to proceed to business. Hia Ex~ellency, who 
had some skillful advisers about h\m, affected to misunderstand 
their . meaning, and B.llluming that they thereby · admitted his 
right, and reqliested hill approbation, much to' their surprise, in· 
formed them that he confirmed their election. 

Many minor acts occurred,,evincing the same spirit of encroach­
ment and insubordination. Bnt one is worthy of record, as an 
evidence of the untractable temper of the people, on whatevP.r 
aide ·they were ranged. During the· prayer, with which their 
proceedings were invariably opened, it was observed that an old 
roy,.}iat, of the Qame of Philip l'abor sat, ioftead of standing up, 
as was customary. Upon being asked by the Speaker, why he 
adopted this. unusual course, he replied, that their conduct had 
been 10 extraordinary of late that he felt he could not address his 
Maker by the name of "oar Father;'' as it was impouible he 
could be the parent · of ·such rebellWus children. The house 
immediately resolved that " he be expelled, as unworthy to be !l 
member thereof." The dispute relative to the governor's salary 
increaaed in vioience every year, until at last they refused to I'.On· 
aider the vote at all, until after. the period elapsed for his signify· 
ing his as&ent or dissent to the bills they had already passed. 
They also adjourned themselves for a week, fOr which they were 
again dissolved. 

At the following seuion they chose the same obnoxious Speaker, 
and sent a message to the governor, informing him of it. He re­
turned them a written approval of their selection, but the House 
iDformed him, they had merely given him tho notice out of re-

Digitized by Googl e 



THE ENGLISH IN' AMERICA. 

spect, but. that they did not require his sanctioa. In the mean· 
time, the opinion of the Attorney-general of England, in favor 
of the governor's right to veto the appointtnent of a Speaker, 
and the approbation of the Lords Commii!IJionen of Trade of the 
governor's conduct, having arrived, he laid them before the As­
sembly; but they were unwilliDg to be bound by them. They 
prepared a remonstrance, in which they justified their conduct, 
and that of the other Aaaembliea, in this matter, and declared, 
that with ldl due deference to ao high a legal authority, they still 
claimed, and insisted on their right of 10lely electing and constitu­
ting their Speaker. The salary of the governor was still further 
redu<.'.ed to .one hundred and eighty pounds sterling, for the half 
year, although his instructions reqaired him to inaist ·on a perma· 
nent provision of one thousand per annum ; while a continual 
system of encroachment on the prerogative w.as ingeniously but 
perseveringly persisted in, until finding all ordinary and oonstitu· 
tional means fail, and having been shot at in his- bouse, be sud­
denly embarked for England, and formally lodged a complaint 
~inst the All!embly, under seven distinct heads. 

1. " In their behavior with respect ·to the trees reserved for 
masts for the Royal Navy. 

2. " For refusing to admit the governor's negative upon the 
choice of a S~er. 

3. " AIBJ.~ming power in the appointment of days of fasting and 
thanksgiving. 

4. "Adjourning themselves· to a distant day, by their 9wn 
act. 

6. " Dismantling forts, and directing the artillery and warlike 
stores to other than the custody of the Captain-general, or his 
order. 

6 .. "Suspending military officers, and refusing their pay. 
7. " Appointing committees of their own to direct and muster 

his Maje4ty's forces." 
An explanatory charter was tbe consequence of these com­

plaints, expr888ly conferring the right to negative the choice of 
a Speaker, and limiting the power of the HoulE! to adjourn itself 
to two days at any one time. · But the main objects in dispute 
were left u9decided. 

Preferring a pension, and retirement into private life, to re-as­
suming ~e government of a turbulent and factious people, Col-
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onel Shute very wi~ly relinquished the office, and remained in 
England. Mr. Burnet, late Governor of New York and the 
Jerseys, was appointed his succetl80r. He was son of the cele­
_brated Bishop Burnet, and was a man of great quicknesll of parts, 
amiable, -of great firmness of purpose, and unimpeachable charac­
ter. The whole term of his administration was occupied by the 
wearisome contest about his salary, which so effectually destroyed 
his domestic comfort; that he injured his health, and finally fell 
a victim to it, and died in the colony. On his first asauming the 
government he informed them that ~~ instructions were per· 
emptory, not to accept any thing short of a pennanent and fixed 
salary, during his continuance in office, and that he should index· 
ibly adhere to them.· The Assembly knew tha,t his private for· 
tune was inadequa,te to hie support, and therefore meanly hoped, 
by supplying hie temporary wants,-to induce him to .waive· a 
strict obedience to Ilia orders, and accordingly voted him a most 
liberal provision for the current year,' which they accompanied 
with. an address, repeating .the old hackneyed abstract: "Un· 
doubted right of Englishmen .to raise and apply money for the 
support of government," announcing their willingness to give an 
honorable and ample provision ; but expressing their conviction, 
that it would be most beneficial for his Majesty's servi<'.e to do 
so, without establishing a fixed salary. The governor, who was 
as much distinguished for readiness as ability, answered, that 
the right of Englishmen could never entitle them to do wrong; 
that their privilege of raising money was by charter expresaed to 
be by wholesome and reasonable laws and-directions, consequent­
ly not f!Uch as were hurtful to the constitution, and the ends of 
government ; that the mode in which they proposed to provide 
fOr him could not be honorable, for it deprived him of h11 un· 
doubted right as an Englishman, and the king'r. representative, 
1:o exercise his judgment, or compelled him to remain wtthout 
support ; and appealed to their own conecienCt!S, whether, upon 
former occasions, they had not. withheld the allowauee, until cer­
tain bills were passed, and whether they had not sonwtimee, 
made the grant contingent upon the allowance of eooh bills ; and 
concluded by telling them, if they ~y .intended from time to 
time to grant him an honorable support, they could have no just 
objection to making th'lir purposes effectual by at once fixing tho 
amount, fur he never would accept it in any other form. They 

L 
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however avowed their determination to adhere to their decision, 
and be remained unpaid . 

It would be tedious to follow this 8\lbjeet further into detail. 
The people o( Boston, at a general meeting of the inhabitants, 
passed a resolution, approving of the proceedings of the House ; 
and by their violent Oonduct overawed those who were for pre­
serving an understanding between the several branches of the 
Legislature. The governor, with some humor, observed, that 
there might possibly be some charm in a name, or some hidden 
meaning in selecting it, and as Salem and Concord were both 
within a reasonable distance, he would convoke the Legislature 
successively to those places, where they. would be beyond the 
reach of the turbulent inhabitants of the capital. The first was 
tried with no better success ; after which they were· diYeOted ·to 
assemble at Cambridge. At the· latter place, a detailed: re110rt 
of the committee of the Privy Council was exhibited to them, in 
which his Excellency's oonduot was as highly approved-as . that 
of the local assembly was condemned, and the whole matter ·was 
recommended to be submitted to Parliament. The revolutionary 
feeling, however, was too strong to be inHuenced either by reuon 
or fear. Instead of retracing their step~~, they determined to 
persevere, and app&inted- an agent in England to defend their 
conduct, and voted a salary to him, in preference to the governor. 
Burnet, embarrassed in his means, and hampered and oppressed 
by this continued and offensive struggle,· fell at last, as we have 
seen, a victim to the imbecility. of the home, and the implaca­
bility o~. the local powers. Tho Ai!Selllbly ordered an honorable 
public funerl!ol, many of the Patriots observing, with· Puritanicar 
charity, that a dead governor was better than a living tyrant, 
and that burying the representative of royalty was an expense 
which the public would defray with great pleasure. · 

While these disputes were disturbing the peace· of Massachu­
setts, similar difficulties ooouned at. New York, and Governor 
Hunter, "tired," as he said, "of begging his ·bread," and 'finding 
that the threats Of the Board of Trade, and of parliamentary 
interference, were viewed in the light of " bullying letters," eon­
descended to obtain· by intrigue, and a high-handed exercise of 
power and patronage, what be oould DOt prooure by constitu-­
tional means. 

-.. Mf. Belcher was appointed to succeed to the vacaat co!DIIWld 
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in Massachusetts, August, 1730. Warned and irritated by the 
defeat of preceding governors, the king furnished him with much 
stronger instructions.than had ever yet been given, on the disputed 
eubject of the salary. He was told: "if -the Assembly refuse to 
comply, .his Majesty .will be under . the necessity of laying the 
undutiful behavior of the province before the Legislature of Great 
Britain, not only in this. single instance, but -in many othe~ of 
the same nature an·d tendency; whereby it manifestly appeare, 
that the Assembly for many years past hJls attempte.d, by unwar· 
rantable practices, to weaken, if not cast off, the obedience they 
owe to the Crown, and the dependence which all eoloniea ought 
to have on the mother country." He was also instructed that, 
"His Majesty expects that they do forthwith comply. with this 
proposal, as the last signification of His Royal pleasure, and. that 
you do (lOme over immediately to this kingdom of Great Britain, 
in order to give him an exact account of all that shall have passed 
upon this.subject, that he may lay the same before Parliament." 

·He was · not more fortunate, however, than his predecessors, and 
finding atJast that the General Court would not recede from their 
resolution against settling a salary, he directed his exertions to 
procuring an establishment during his con~inu~oe in office ; but 
after flattering prospects of succeeding thus far, he failed even in 
this, and thenceforth gave up all idea of ·oarrying the measure. 
He finally obtained leave of the Cro.wn to accept such terms as 
should be granted, and so terminated, for. thia .time, one of the 
most memorable conflicts between the Crown and the province, 

· which its political history hitherto affords. 
In this struggle, we ml!y see a precedent never forgotten in 

tbe colonies, of the ultimate-success of .agiiation, whimever spirit­
edly puNued for any length of time; of the want of firmness i11 
the British Government; even in those mattel'll in which it bas 
both reason and iustioe on ita side; and of the facility with which 
her friends who consistently support imperial control and prerog­
ative rights, are abandoned to the trituuph of their enemies, and 
the UDJIIlpularity and odium necessarily attending the advocacy 
of measures opposed to the passions and prejudices o£ the people. 
Extorted conCes&ions are regarded as acts of necessity, ·and not 
benevolence, and are neither entitled to, nor receive gratitude, 
while the a~ndonment of allies, without reward or protection, is 
.. act oi treachery, that not oruy repels future oonfidenoe, but 
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increases the relative forces of the enemy, by detaching indignant 
and injured adherents. Now that- the main question of a per­
manent salary was abandoned, the office became of little value, 
in point of emolument, while the in~reased impulse given to re­
publicauism by the surrender of principle, rendered it still less 
desirable, from the perpetual struggle of parties. 

Up to this period every candid person ·must admit that the 
American colonists had nothing to complain of; the only juat 
eause of regret being one, which they regarded· as their greatest 
happiness, namely, ignorance or indifference on the part of En­
gland of what they were doing, and a total neglect, arising in 
part from these cau8e8, and in . pad from inability to bestow 
her attention on any thing else than her own more immediate 
concerns. · A century bad thus been allowed to. elapse before the 
advantages of colonies began to be appreciated, or their forma 
of government properly adjusted, dunng which period a feeling 
had arisen of great repugnance to imperial control on the one 
han'd, and a distrust of the tendency of Americans to J:epublicanism 
on the other. New generations had grown up, on either aide of 
the water, who knew nothing of each other ; . whose intereats 
were apparently as distant as their respective poaitions, and who 
scarcely felt or acknowledged those ties of friendship, that could 
alone bind them together. 

One would Jlaturally suppose that after such an experience of 
colonization, ending in so fatal a result as the American Revo­
lution, Great Britain would have avoided the effects of· shnilar 
ignorance or neglect, if it were not, unfortunately, but too plain 
that ~he leBBOns of history, like personal experience, are of little 
use to any· but the- immediate actors. People, livil!g near to­
gether like the English, and inhabiting the same couatry, know 
as little of each other as if the sea rolled between them. Such 
are the advances of civilization, and such the effects of constitll­
tional changes of modern times, that the country may now be 
said, for all practical purposes, to pcssess but two orders, as of oW, 
the rich and the poor ; for the middle class is nearly absorbed by 
one or the other of these great bodies. There is now ab aristoc­
racy of wealth among the untitled manufacturers, as well as of 
land among the peers, and there is a third of letters and of talent, 
that limits the sphere and the power of both, by raising or re­
ducing them to · ita own level ; . while the ramifi.catiou of the 
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lower claaa are extended far into the ground hitherto occupied lJy 
the middle orders. Social distinction~ are still well defined, and 
palpable enough, though by no means so strong · as formerly. 
Politically considered, therefore, there are but two classes among 
the people of England, but how little does either know of the 
other. Where is there a body in the world so distinguished for 

. its ability, leaming, high religious and honorable feelings. its 
munificence in all public u~dertakings, and its unbounded charity 
in the social relations of private life, as the aristot'racy of En· 
gland ? On the other hand, where is there a population possess­
ing such manly ·independence of conduct, and patient endurance 
of trial and privation, and such an obedient submi88ion to con· 
stituted authority, and so many of those virtues that adom and 
dignify the character of man, as the lower orders of Englishmen? 
Yet they ·are so wide apart. the line of distinction and demarka· 
tion is so strong, that they neither know each other's value, nor 
do justice to ~ach other's integrity. Too many of.ihe poor regard 
tho lords as men devoted to pleasure, possesaing the means, and 
indulging the excesses of profligacy, and squandering the hard 
earnings of the laborer in riotous living. While the noble, on his 
part, looks at the dark cloud that envelops the lowly dwellings, and 
conceals the .persons of the poor, with instinctive fear. The sound 
of many voices fills· him with. dread, lest it should be the distant 
thunder that forbodes the storm; and when he recollects that the 
highway robber, the murderer, the incendiary, and the burglar, 
lie hidden in the loathsome dens of destitute and hopeless wretch· 
edness, he is but too apt to associate the idea of poverty with 
crime. There is no Atlantic to divide and keep them apart; 
but there is a neutral ground that lies between them, occupied by 
a banditti of Irish agitators, English free traders, free-thinkers, 
demagogues; and political adventurers, that cut off all intercourse 
and intercept- all mutual correspondence. Their daily subsistence 
is derived from the credulous support of the poor ; while the fer­
tile regions of the rich afford valuable ,prizes to their fraudulent 
speculatioo11, or their violent forays. They have impoverished 
both. Under the wicked pretense of cheap bread, they have 
lowered the wages of the laborer, and at the same. time, by caus­
ing a reduction of rents, and of the value of real estate, have dis­
abled benevolence from giving employment to the industrious 
poor. The ground these unprincipled people occupy, pertains to 
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the Church, and the eooner she is enabled to reeoTer·~on 
of it, and by snlutary example, and IIOUD.d teaching, to root ont 
these pernicious intruders, the better for the peace, prosperity, 
and happineas of the nation.· 

If such a sta-ie of ignorance exists· among the population of a 
country ·like England, as to the character, condition, feelings, and 
want11 of its several orders, we may cease to wonder that so little 
was formerly known of the colonies, 'by those whose interest and 
duty it was to inform themselves. Btit though the history of 
republicanism in America -may excite -bot· little interest among 
ata.tesmen, a8 ta the remaining provinces, with which they appear 
utterly incapable of dealing, it may be a salutary study to those 
visionary men in Europe, who have the vanity to think that they 
are able to copy the. admirable form of government of the United 
States, or can find a country fittedfor it, or a people who have 
the knowledge, perseverance, coolness, or skill to keep it in oper· 
ation and repair. 
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CHAPTER III. 
SKETCH OF POLITICAL EVENTS FROM 1740 TO 1763. 

Review of the State of the Colonies from the Commencement of the Century­
Trade, lmporta, and Exports-Attempts at domestic Manufactures diacour· 
aged-Provincials prohibited from exporting Wool from one Colony to an· 
other, or to foreign Countries-State of the Church of England in America­
Attempt of the Society' for Propagating the Gospel ' to introduce BiShops, 
grosaly miarepreaented-Alarm felt at the Spread of Church Principles, in Con­
aequepce of the Seceuion of several eminent Dissenting Divines-A Man 
&ned fifty Pounds for maintaining that no other but Episcopal Ordination was 
valid-Universal Disregard of the Laws of Trade-Rebellion in Carolina­
Establishment of a General Po.t Office-Opposition to ~Propooed Scheme 
for confederating all the Colonies-Ita Detaila-The Plan.,.ery aimilar to that 
of General Government-Frequent Asaemblieo ofGeneraf Officers and Gover­
nors IRlggest the Idea of Congreaa-Diapnte between Lord Loudon and the 
General Court about Supplies for the Troops~ Attack on the Judges, and alao 
tbe Custom Honae Officers-Question u to Legality ofWrjta of Alaiatance­
Speeob of Mr. Otis-Peace of 1763. _ 

IN order to preserve the account entire of the controversy 
about fixed salaries, many incidental matters -of interest 'have been 
omitted, which .if now thrown together in a retrospective review 
will enable us to judge of the state of the colonies duriug the last 
forty years. The trade of the provinces, notwithstanding the 
restriction& to which it was subject, was greatly augmented. In 
·the latter years of William III. the aimual exports of the prov­
inces to England amounted to about £320,000. The imports 
were nearly the same. Tlte traffic with Europe, the West 
Indies, the Canaries, and tbe Azores, the greater part of which 
was illicit, was ·estimated at about an equal amount, The 
"plantation duties" collecied-in the colonies were sufficient to 
pay the expense of the custom-house establishment, afld to leave 
a net surplus of £i200 a year. 

Schemes continued to be indulged in America for the encour­
agement of domestic manufactures ; but these enterpriaes, and 
the acts of the Assemblies for promoting them, were regarded in 
Great Britain with much jealoosy. Woolen cloths, at that time, 
were the ehie( English production for exportation.' . A law, de-
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o~igned to cramp this business in the colonies, prohibited the 
transpol't of domestic woolens from one province to another, or the 
export of colonial wool or cloth to any foreign market. 

At the commencement of the century, the venerabfe Society for 
Propagating the Gospel in FOI'eign Parts was incorporated. No 
religious association, perhaps, in the world, has produced 110 much 
good, or is at this moment diffusing so much l!enefit over the dis­
tant parts of the empire. Although its first efforts were com­
paratively feeble, from the state of its funds, its salutary influence 
was visible in the extension of the Church, and the dissemination 
of.good sound principles. Throughout the colonies new co~gre­
gations were forming, and additional pastors demanded. At last 
the Society became sensible of the error that had originally been 
committed, and was still alldwed to continue, in its missionary 
work in America, in not placing the clergy under proper episcopal 
control. To remedy this evil, it was proposed to send over 
bishops. But knowing the imputations to which their conduct 
would be ·subject, and the misrepresentations of their motives, 
which would be maliciously invented, and vindictively circulated, 
they stated the object they had in view, and the limited extent 
uf jurisdiction they required . . 

They assured the colonists, ht, " That no coercive power is 
desired over the laity in any ease, but only a power to regulate 
the behavior of the dergy who are in episcop~ orders, and to eo~:­
reet and punish them according to the laws of the Church of 
England, in ease of miabehavior or neglect of duty, with such 
power as the commissaries have exercised. 2. That nothing is 
desired for such bishops tha\ may in the least interfere with the 
dignity, authority, or interest of the goverao.r or any other officer 
of state. Probates of wills, license for marriage; &c., to be left 
in the hands where they are, and no share in the temporal 
government ill desired for bishops. 3, The maintenance of such 
prelates not to be at the charge of the colonies. 4. No bishops 
are intended to be settled in places where the government is in 
the hands of DiSI!enters, as in New England, &c., but authority to 
be given only to ordain clergy for such Church of England eon· 
gregations as are among them, and to inspect into the manners 
and behavior of such clergy, and to confirm the members thereof." 

.AI. the ~ety feared, their avowal awakened a storm of 
ltlCtarian opposition and abuee, that unfortunately terrified them 
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froin proceeding with their laudable and necessary plan of giving 
effect to the teaching and discipline of the Church. It was ob­
served every where that Episcopalians were loyal subjects and 
averse to those schemes of separation; which were now becoming 
so general and so popular ; but the secession of several eminent 
dissenting ministers alarmed the Puritans still more. The Con­
necticut College, transferred from Saybrook to New Haven, and 
named Yale after one of its early benefactors, had been latterly 
intrusted to the rectorship of the Rev. Timothy Cutler, a minister 
of talent and distinguished learning. To the surprise and alarm 
of the good people of New England, Cutler, with the tutor of the 
college and two neighboring ministers, took occasion, on a com­
mencement-day, to avow conversion to Episcopacy-a lapse in 
which they persisted in spite of an elaborate, and, as the audience 
thought, most convincing argument set forth on the spur of the 
moment by the governor, Saltonstall, in favor of Congregation­
alism. · Cutler was forthwith excused from all further servi~ aa 
rector of the college, and provision was made for requiring of all 
future presidents satisfactory evidence of the soundness of their _ 
faith in opposition to Arminian and prelatical corruptions. 

This prompt discipline, and the vehement outcry raised aga.inat 
the deserters, terrified and stopped seTeral others inclined, it waa 
suspected, to join in the revolt. Defection, nevertheless, continued 
to spread. Cutler became rector of a new Episcopal. Church ill 
Boston. The dismissed ministers were maintained as missionaries 
by the Society, and a new element through their means, was 
gradually introduced into the religious ·system of Connecticut. 

The jealousy excited by the secessions in Connecticut, waa 
evinced in Massachusetts by the trial of Joh11 Checkley, afterward 
ordained as an Episcopal missionary, and sent to preach in Rhode 
Island, for publiShing Leslie's " Short and Easy Way with the 
Deists," with an appendix by himself, in which·prelatio ordination 
was insi1.1ted upon as necessary to constitute a Christian minister. 

This publication was charged with tending" to bring into con­
tempt and infamy the ministers of the Holy Gospel established 
by law within his Majesty's province of Maaaaohuaetts." The 
jury having found a special verdict stating the facts, the indict­
ment was sustained by the Court, and Checkley was fined .£60. 

At this period a spirit of insubordination, occasioned in part by 
restraint on their trade, but more by the improvident grant of 

L* 
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~tents that conveyed self-government to its fullest extent, wa~ 
ob&erva:ble all over the coutinent. The Board of Trade thu:~ 

officially reJiorta of the chartered oolomea to William, i.n March, 
1701 : "That so far from having answered the chief design for 
which such large immunities had been grante<J, they had not in 
general complied with the .late Acts of Parliament; that they 
had not only assumed the power. of making by-laws, . repugnant 
to those of Englan~ and de&tructive to trade, but refused. to sub­
mit their acts for appronl, or to allow appeals, and continued to 
be the retreat of pirates and illegal traders, and the receptacle of 
contraband merchandise. That . by exempting their inhabitants 
from the customs paid by ather plantations, these independent 
governments undermined the welfare of their neighbors, and, by 
lowering the value of coins, turned the course of trade to the pro­
mating of woolen and ather manufactures proper for England, 
contrary to the true intention of such eatabliahments. That their 
irregularities, arisingfrom the ilf use they ~ade of their charter, 
and. the independency they pretend to, evince haw necessary it 
becomes, mare and mare every day, to introduce such a regulation 
of trade, and such an adminiatratian of government, as shall make 
them duly subservient to England. That sinc.e the ro1al com­
mands had m~t been met with due abedieDCe, it might be expedient 
to resume their charters, and to reduce them to the same depend­
ency a, ath~ colonies, which will be best-eHected by th~ legisla­
tive power of this kingdom." A bill waa accordingly introduced 
into Parliament, founded .an .this stateulent, but was allowed to 
be defeated by party, or neglected by ignorance or im~cility. 

This very success emboldened aggression. In the southern part 
of the continent, where the presence of the war was but little 
felt, there was nothing to divert men's IQinds from these .petty local 
dH:putes which are generally acrimonious; as .the papulation is iim­
ited in number, and cut off from frequent intercourse with the rest 
of the world. Carolina openly rebelled •gainst the l>rop~ietors, and 
took the government into ita own hands; An association was then 
fOrmed among the people for uniting the whole province _in oppo­
sition to .the proprietary; and the inhabitants, with scarcely an 
exception, subscribed the instrument of union. GDveroar John­
sao, after a contest with the defegatea on the subject, i~ued a 
pfaclamation for diBSOlving them, and retired to the country. 
The representatives ordered his p~oclamation to be tom from the 
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marahal's hands, and proceeded to open usurpation. ABSembling 
on their own authority, they chose James Moore, governor, and, 
on a fixed day, proclaimed him.in the aame of the king. They 
next choee twelve councilors, of whom Sir Honaden-Walker was 
the president, and thus formed. a constitution of their own free 
choice. · 

J ohuson; the representative of the proprietary, ha.ving attempted 
to disooncert their measures, and create some embarr&SSmeot, now 
made his last .and boldest effort for subjecting the colonists to · his 
authority. .He brought up the ships of WH m front of Charles­
to~. and threatened to destroy their Cllpital if they persisted in. 
~efusing obedience to coastituted lluthority. The people, however, 
having arms in their hands, and forts in their poaaeaaion, bade 
defiance to his power, and he relinquished his at~pt--to eD.force 
submiui.on to the old government. Resistance Willi openly avowed 
and advocated iD all casea. where the interest or the prete.Wons 
of the provincials were interfered with. 

About the same time, the jealousy so long felt in England, of 
the charters of Connecticut and Rhode Island, found aew expres· 
sion in a project for uniting these colonies with New Hampshire, 
into a single royal provin11e ; but the people, with their ueual 
pertinacity, declared their resolution to part with none of their 
privileges unlet!& "wrenched from them." Even the Post Office 
offet:ell-a ground for ·alarm and resistance. Aa es,rly as 1692, a 
patent had been granted to a person of the name .of Neal, for 
establishing · posts in America. The system introduced by him, 
had ever· been irregular and imperfect, owing to the in~ifference 
or hostility -of the people. - At the expiration of thi& monopoly, in 
1710, an Act of Parliament exteuded in due form, the British 
Post Office to America. The principal department was estab­
lished a.t New York, to which letters ~ere to be conveyed by 
regular packe~ &m:9SS the A~lantic.• The · same Act..regulated 
the rates of. postage to be pai~ in the plantations, exe~pted the 
mail carriers from ferriage, and enabled the officers to recover 
their duea by summary process. So slow, lwwever, waa ita pro-

•• J-

" Tbe rate1 of p01tage, both packet and.Jnland, were extremely moderate. 
On allletten from London to New York, and thence to London, tt was-single, 
1•.; donble, 2r.; treble, 3J. ; ounce, 4r. The rate of all lettena from New York 
to any plaee within 1ixty miles thereof, aoo thence to New York, wu-aintrl"· 
4tl. i double, 84.; treble, 11.; ouuce, 18. 4d. 
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gJ;e~S. that eight years elapsed before it wae extended to Virginia. 
Clamor in11tantly propagated objections to the principles of the 
Act of Parliament, as unconetitutional, and to the practice of the 
Post Office as inconvenient. Spotswood wrote to the Board of 
Trade, in June, 1718, that "the people were made to belieTe that 
the Parliameat could not lay any tax (for so they called the rates 
of postage) on them, without the consent of the General Assem· 
bly. Thill gave a handle for framing !Orne grievance against the 
DeW office, and thereupon a bill was passed by both councils and 
burgeues, which, though it acknowledged the Act of Parliament 
to be in force in Virginia, doth effectually prevent its ever being 
put in execution. Whence your lordships may judge, how well· 
affected the major part of the Assemblymen are toward the col· 
lection of this branch of his Majesty's revenue." 

Morris gave information from New Jersey to the Board of 
Trade, In June, 17 43; that " the delegates are generally so fond 
of the example of the Parliament of 1641, and of their neighbo111 
in ·Pennsylvania and New England, that it is easy to see what 
Assemblies in·th~se p11.rts of the· world are aiming at." To the 
Duke of Newcastle, he remarked, "it may, perhaps, seem strange 
to your Grace, that an American Aseembly should make the pal!l­
ing of any law a condition, sine qua non, of supporting the Gov· 
ernment ; but to wh:lt lengths they will carr.y their endeavo111, 
unless they meet with ~orne more effectual check than they have 
done, my superiors can best judge." 

The Board of Trade reported that the Pennsylvanian Assembly 
having passed several acts, which were found to offend e<jually 
against natural justice, the laws of England, and the royal pre­
rogative, containing the most dangerous claim11, " that it was in 
vain to nJ:"gotiaie away his Majesty's authority, since every new 
concession becomes a foundation for some new demand, and that 
of some new dispute." It also complained of the obstacles thrown 
in the way of its obtaining information. "We can not conceal," 
they say, "the difficulty of procuring returns of the commercia) 
affai111 of New England, which will not appear extraordinary, 
\l'hen we acquaint your lordsliip that the Assembly of Massa· 
chusetts Bay had the boldness to summon Mr. Jeremiah Dunbar 
before them, and to pass a severe censure upon him, for having 
given evidence at the bar of the House of Commoua, with regard 
to their trade and manufactures." · 
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To all these warnings, the Parliament was indifferent or inat· 
tentive, and the evil was allowed to extend itself to that degree, 
that when a remedy was attempted it was found to be incurable. 
The colonists, however, were fully alive to their interests, and 
lost no opportunity of advancing them. The most important 
subject at that time ever debated on this continent, was now 
fully considered in all its bearings, namely, a confederation ot all 
the provinces, with a constitution as nearly as possible resem· 
bling that of the United States. This, doubtless, was suggested 
by the combination of the early plantations of New El1gland, al-· 
ready. referred to, while diis more perfect and. better matured 
plan, served as a model first for Congre$S, and Convention; and 
then for the union of all the revolted colonies. 

The interest and importance of the subject justify and require 
a detailed notice of it. '£he Board of Trade ordered an assem­
blage of delegates from all the Governments, to be held at some 
central place, for the purpose of considering_ the subject of Indian 
affairs. To this meeting, which took place at Albany, on the 
14th· of June, l7f)4, six provinces sent commissioners. It is re­
markable that Massachusetts not only empowered her delegates 
to act upon the object of the letter from the Lords Commissioners, 
but authorized them to enter into articles of union and confedera­
tion with the other Governments, for the general defense of his 
Majesty's subjects and interests in North America, as well in 
time of peace, as in war. After ·mature deliberation, the follow· 
ing plan was agreed upon: 

" It is proposed that humble application be made for an Act 
of Parliament of Great Britain, by virtue of which one general 
Government may be formed in _America, including all the said 
colonies (Massachusetts Bay, New Hampshire, Connecticut, 
Rhode Island, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Virginia, North Carolina, and South Carolina); within, and 
under which Government, each colony may retain itli present 
constitution, except in the particulars wherein a change may be 
directed by the said Act, as hereafter follows: 

PRESIDENT-GENERAL AND GRAND COU,NCR.. 

"That the said General Government ~ administered by a 
. President-general, to be appointed and supported by the (',own, 

and a Grand Council, to be choeen by ~he ~preseutat1vee of the 
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people of the eeveral ooloniee, met in their respective Auem­
bliea. 

ELECTION OF KEMBERS. 

" That within- months after paeaing of s~ch Acts, the House 
of RepreSentatives that happen to be sitting within t~at time, 
or that. shall be especially for the purpose convened, may and 
shall choose members for th~. Grand Council, in the following pro­
portion, that is to say, Massachusetts Bay 7, New Hampshire 2, 
Connecticut 6, Rhode Island 2, New York 4, Ne:w Jersey 3, 
Pentlsylvania 6, Maryland 4, Virginia 7, .North.Carolina 4, 
South.Carolina 4 : Total48. · 

PLACE OF PIRST MEETING. 

" Who -shall meet for the first time at the city of Phi1adelphia, 
in Pennsylvania, being called by the President-generai as soon 
as conveniently may be a.fter his. appointment. · 

NEW. ELECTION. 

" There shall be a new electioa of the members of the Grand 
Council, every three years, and on the death or resignation of 
any member, his place ahall be supplied by a new choice, at the 
next sittittg-'of the .Aaembly .of the colony he represented. 

PROPORTION OF TOE JO;:MBERS AFTER THE FIRST THREE YEARS. 

"That after the first tQree years, when the proportion of money 
arising out of each colony to 'the general treasurY. ca.n be known; 

.. the number of members to .be chosen for ea«;h colony !ihaU from 
time to time in all ensuing elections be regulated by that propor­
tion ·(yet so as that the number to be chosen by any one province, 
be not more than seven or le88 than two) 

liRBTINGS OP THE GRAND COU.NOJL Aml -~ . 

" That the Grand Council shall meet once in eVel"J yeat, and 
oftener, if occasion require, at such time and place, as they shall 
adjourn to, at the last preceding meeting, or· as they shall be cal­
led to meet at by the President-general on any emergency, he 
having first obtained in writi!lg the consent of seven ()f the mem· 
hers to such call, and sent due and timely notice to the whole. 

CONTINUANCE. 

·" ThaUhe G~d Coun~il have power to chooee tbeU Speaker1 · 
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and sha.ll neither-be diSIOlve,d, prorogued, nor continued sitting 
longer th8Jl six weeks at one time, without their own consent, or. 
the special oommand of the Crown. 

MEMBERS' ATTENDANCE. 

"-That the members of the Grand Council shall be allowed for 
their services, ten shillinj!'i sterling per diem, during their session, 
and journey to and from the place of meeting, twenty miles to be 
reckoned a day's journey. 

ASSENT OF PRESIDENT·GENERAL AND HIS DUTY. 

" That the assent of the President·general be required to all 
aets of the Grand Council, and that it be his office apd duty to 
see them carried into execution. · 

POWEI\ OF THE PRESIDENT·GENERAL AND GRAND COUNCIL'::-. . 
TREATY OF PEACE AND WAR. 

" That the President-general, with the ad.vice of the Grand 
Council, hold or direct all Indian treaties, in which the general 
interest of the colonies may be concerned, and make peace or de· 
clare war with Indian natives. 

[The two next clauses referred to the Indians.] 

NEW SETTLEMENTS. 

" That they make new settlements on such purchases by 
granting lands in the king~ na~e, reserving a . q!lit·rent to the 
Crown, for the use of the general treasury. 

LAWS TO GOVERN THEM. 

" That they make laws for regulating and governing such new 
. settlements, till- the Crown shall think 'fit to form· thereunto par· 

ticular governments. 

RATSE SOLDIERS AND EQUIP VESSELS, 

"That they raise and pay 10ldiers, build forts for ihe defense 
of any of the colonies, 8Jld equip vessels of furce ·to guard the 
coasts, and protect the trade on the ocean, lakes, or great rivers ; 
but they shall not impress men in any colony, without the con· 
lleDt of the ·Legialature. 

POWER TO MAKE LAWS, LEVY DUTIES, ETC. 

" That for these· purposes, they have power to ma~e laws, and 
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lay and levy such general duties, imposts, taxes, as to them shall 
appear most equal and just (considering the ability and other 
circumstances of the inhabitants ia the several coloniH), and such 
as may be collected with the least inconvenience to the people ; 
rather discouraging luxury, than loading industry with unneces­
sary burdens. 

GENERAL TREASUllER, AND PARTICULAB. TRE.A.SUREJI.. 

" That they may appoint a general treasurer, and particular 
treasurer in each gov!lrnment, when neceiiS&l')' : and from time 
to time may order the sums in thll treasury of each government 
into the general treasury, or .draw on them for special payments, 
as they· find most convenient. 

MONEY, HOW TO ISSUE. 

" Yet no money to iasue but by joint orders of the President- · 
general a11d Grand Council, except where sum11 have been ap­
propriated to particular purposes, and the President-IDmeral has 
been previously empowered by an act to draw for such sums. 

ACCOUNTS. 

" That the general atcounts shall be yearly settled, and re­
ported to the several Assemblies. 

QUORUM. 

"That a quorum of the General Council, empowered to act with 
the President-general, do oonsist of twenty-five members, among 
whom there shall be one or more from the majority of the colonies. 

t.AWB TO BE TRANSIUTTED, 

" That the laws made by them for the purposes afOresaid, shall · 
not be repugnant, but, as near as may be, agreeable to the laws 
of England, and shall be transmitted to the king in Count'il for 
approbation, as . soon as may be, after their passing, and if not 
disapproved within three years after presentation, to remain in 
force. 

DEATH OF THE PRESWENT·GENER.A.L. 

" That in case of the death of the President-general, the 
Speabr of the Grand Council for the time being shall succeed, 
and be vested with the same jx>wers and authorities, to continue 
till the kiog's pleasure be known. 
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OFFICERS, BOW TO APPOrNT. 

" That all military c&mmission-officers, whether for land or 
sea service, to act under this general constitution, shall be nomi­
nated by the President-general ; but the approbation of the 
General Council to be obtained before they get their commissions. 
And all civil officers to be nominated by the General Council, 
and to receive the President-general's approbation, before they 
officiate. 

VACANCIES, BOW SUPPLIED. 

" But in case of vacancy by death, or removal of any officer, 
civil or military, under the constitution, the governor of the prov­
ince, in which such vacancy happens, may appoint till the pleas· 
ure of the President-general and Gmnd Council can be known. 

EACH COI,ONY HAY DEFEND ITSELF rN EMERGENCY. 

" That the particular military, as well as civil establishments 
in each colony, remain in their present state, the ge~eral consti­
tution · notwithstanding, and that on sudden emergencies any 
colony may defend itself, and lay the acoounts of expenses, thence 
arising, before the President-general, and G,and Council, who 
may allow and order payment of the same, as far as·they judge 
such accounts reasonable." 

The commissioners on their retur.n reported, that a doubt arose 
in the convention as to limiting the union, at least into two 
districts, from the great extent of territory included within it ; 
but the proba.bility that the designs of the enemy would require 
the united strength and, counsels of the whole British continent, 
and that the affairs of the Indians would demand-the direction of 
oae undivided power, overruled an idea which, if eueuted, must 
have much enfeebled, if' not firia.lly ruined, the strength of the 
whole. The British Cabinet contempla.ted the· pla~ of union, 
as calculated too strongly to demonstrate the ability of the colo­
nies to defend themselves, while the control of the Crown over 
the a.dmiuistration was too feeble to insure its eventual superiority. 
Entertaining thetce views, they rejected the plan, for want of suffi­
cient powers in the House ; while the provincial governments, 
fearing that the royal prerogative would have too prevailing an 
influence, united in the same deciaion from opposite princip~ 
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The maturing and adopting of this important scheme in North 
America, was reserved for her separate and independent author­
ity, in the year one thousand seven hundred ao.d eighty-eight. 
Repeated renewals of their military conventions, accustomed 
men's minds to the idea of _centralization; and, when the final 
struggle with the parent country commenced, the machinery to 
be made use of for c!>mbination, wa~ so familiar to the Provin­
cials, that they bad but to follow the example of their fore­
fathers. 

Notwithst;u;ding the very large subsidies granted' to_ the QOlo­
nies by Parliament, under the appellation of reimbursement& for 
the payment and subsistence of their levies, arid the advantages 
they derived from such enormous expenditure, they never let an 
opportunity-paBB to make their compliance with requisitioiUI, the 
meana of extorting from the governors concessions to some acts 
of usurpation. An attempt of this kind was made by Massa­
cJ!usetts upon Lord Loudon, the commander-in-chief, by refusing 
to quarter and billet the troops according to the terms of an act 
of Parliament, alleging- that its provisions did not extend to 
America. He waa, however, in a different position from a de­
pendent and. pewerle.u_ govemor. He had au. army to eateree 
his a"uthority, and therefore wrote to the General Court, that 
having used gentleness and patience, and confuted their argu· 
ments without effect, t~eir want of complying would place him 
under the neceSBity of taking measures to prevent the whole con­
tinent from being thrown into confusion. .As nothing was want­
ing to set things right, but tae Justices doing their daty-(for-no 
aet of the· Assembly was neeeaeary ·for it).· be bad ordered the 
mell!enger to remain only forty-eight houri in Boaton ; and if on 
his return he found things not settled, he would instantly order 
into the town the three battalions from New York, Long Island, 
and Connecticut ; and, if more were wanting, he had t~o in the 
Jerseys at band, besides those in Pennsylvania. •- As public bum­
neBS obliged him to .take another route, he added,- he &ad-no more 
time left to settle this matarial aff&ir,- and must take. the necea-

-sary steps before his departure, in case they -were not done by 
themselves. This produced the deeired effect; and-a. law waa 
pa816d, as they said, "-Bot to enforce an act of P!U'liament,- but ·to 
supply meaauros in a cue that did not reach them -;" " a ·pro­
ceeding" they obeerved; in an addrea to the go~nor, " which 
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could never be disapproved of by the Imperial Legislature, their 
dependence upm which they had never tlwught of lessening/' 
and concluded with this remarkable assertion : "that there was 
not a member. of the General Court, nor did they know of an 
inhabitant within. their jurisdiction, who ever questioned this 
authority." 

Persons holding office not entirely under the control of the 
General Court, were not 110 well11upported as the commander-in­
chief of a large anny ; and if the Astrembly had been humiliate,} 
itself, it was now determined to retaliate on others. Their first 
attack was upon the judges, whose salaries, as 110me indemnifica­
tion for their own defeat, they t>educed. This was followed up 
by a systematic . course of misrepresentation and abuse, _conduct 
which, it has ever been o~sened, precedes revolutions. The 
object of this •persecution was rather. to increase the odium attach· 
ing to the imperial laws, which they had to administer, than to 
gratify personal animosity ; but the Custom House officers they 
hated, not merely as the instruments of oppression, but as men 
who took· delight in their annoyance. Their duty was odious in 
itself, and a .zeal to merit the approbation of the Ministry, and to 
accumulate wealth, induced them 'to e;x:ercise a rigor .in enforc· 
ing· the commercial laws which added much to the unpopularity 
connected with their busines&. The antipathy soon became pef· 
aonal, and the execution of the laws appeared like the triumph 
of private revenge. A committee reported that~ sum of £475 
9s. ltd. a portion of forfeitures awarded by law to the province, · 
was unjustly detained, and the House desired the treasurer to sue 
the collector of the port for its recovery: To this the governor 
refused his consent, on the ground that it was. the duty of the 
treasurer merely to receive the · king's money, and that of the 
attorney-general to sue for and recover it. ··At this di11tance of 
time, it would be tedious to recapitulate the arguments for and 
against the cimrse. attempted to be pursued by the House ; it is 
merely necessary . to stat-e that, as usual, the delegates snoceeded. 
They extorted a reluctant consent, given under protest, in which 
the governor expressed a hope that they would not require of him 
such another proof of his great desire for preserving a good under-~ 
standing with them. Af~r an expensive course ·of litigation, 
the jwdpent of the Supreme Court wae given against the treas­
urer, which still further increased the popular dislike to the :&ard. 
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About the same time, and from the same principles and feel· 
ings, arose another important dispute. One of the Custom House 
officers petitioned the Supreme Court of Judicature, stating that 
they could not fully exercise their offices in such a. manner as his 
Majesty's service, and the laws in such case required, and pray· 
ing the court would grant writs of assistance to aid them in the 
execution of their duty, according to the usage of the Court of 
Exchequer in Great Britain: Mr. Gridley, as King's Attorney, 
maintained the legality of this writ, as well by the practice of 
the Exchequer, as by that of the Supreme Court of the provinl'.c. 
The practice in England, he asserted, was supported by statutes 
12th and 13th Charles II., and by 6th Anne, which continues 
all proceBBes, and writs of assistance among the rest. The au· 
thority of the Supreme Court to grant this writ was founded upon 
the statute of 7th and 8th William III., which enacted, that all 
the officers for collecting and .managing his Majesty's revenues, 
and inspecting the plantation trade in any of the provinces, should 
have the same powers, &c. as are provided. for the officers of the 
revenue in England ; as also to enter houses and warehouses to 
search for, and seize any such goods, and that the like assistance 
should be given to the said officers as is the custom in England. 

Mr. Otis appeared for the inhabitants of Boston, who had pre­
sented a counter petition. As his speech discloses several curious 
facti, and presents a striking picture of the partisan zeal of the 
lawyers of that day, as well as a good specimen of the ability 

· and eloquence of the Massachusetts bar, I insert copious ex­
traets from what is reported in Minot: 

" MAY IT PLEASE YoUR HoNoRS, 

" I was desired by one of the Court to look into the books, and 
consider the question now before them, concerning writs of assist­
ance. I have accordingly oonl!idered it, and now appear, not 
only in obedience to your orders, but likewise iu behalf of the in· 
habitants of this town, who have presented another petition, and 
out of regard to the liberties of the subject. And I take this op· 
portunity to declare, that whether under a fee or not (for in such 
a case I despise a fee), I will to· my dying day oppose with all the 
powers and faculties God has given me, all such instruments of 
alJLvery on the one hand, and villainy on the other, as this writ of 
aaaittance is. 

Digitized by Googl e 



THE ENGLIBII IN AMitRICA. 261 

"It appears to me the worst instrument of arbitrary power, 
the most destructive of English liberty, and the fundamental 
principles of law, that e\•er was found in an English law book. 
I mu!!t, therefore, bt>g your honors' patience and attention to the 
whole range o( an argument that may perhaps appear uncommon 
in many things, as well to points of learning, that are more re­
mote and unusual, that the who1e . tendency of my design may 
the more easily be perceived, the conclusion better descried, and 
the force of them be better felt . I shall not think much of my 
pains in this cause, as r" engriged in it from principle. I was 
solicited to argue this cause as advoeaie·general; and because I 
would 11ot, I have been charged with desertion from my office. 
To this charge I can · give a nry sufficient answer. I renounce 
that office, and I argue this cause, from the same principle ; and 
I argue it with the greater pleasure, because it is in favor of 
British liberty, at a time when we hear the greatest monarch 
upon earth declaring from his throne, that he glories in the name 
of Briton, and that ·the privileges of his people are dearer to him 
than the most valuable prerogative of his crown ; and as it ii ill 
opposition to a kind of power, the exercise of which, in former 
periods of English history, cost one king of England his head, and 
another his throne. 

"I have taken more pains in thia cause than I ever will take 
again, although my engaging in this and another popular cause, 
has raised much excitement: . But I think I can sincerely declare. 
that I cheerfully submit myself to every odious name fDr con­
science sake, and from my soul I despise all those whose. guilt, 
malice, or folly, has made them my foes. Let the consequences 
be what .they will, I am detennined to proceed. The only prin­
ciples of public conduct, that are worthy of a gentleman, or a 
man, are to sacrifice estate, ease, health, and· applause, and even 
life, to the sacred calls of his country. These manly sentiments 
in private life make the good citizen, iu public life the patriot 
and the hero. I do not say that when brought to the test, I 
shall be invincible. I pray God, I may never be. brought to the 
melancholy trial ; but if ever I sho.Jlld, it will then be known 
how far I can reduce to practice principles which I know to be 
founded in truth. In the mean time, I will proceed to the sub­
ject of this writ. 

" In the first place the writ is universal, being directed • to all 
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and singular, the justices, sheriffs, constables, and all other ofticen 
and subjects,' so that, in short, it is directed to every subject in 
the king's dominions. Every on~ with this writ may be a tyrant, 
if this commission be legal ; a tyrant in a legal ma.mer also may 
control, imprison, or murder any one within the realm. In th~ 
next place it is perpetual, there IS no return. A man is account· 
able to no person for his doings. Every man may reign secure in his 
petty tyranny, and spread terror and deeolation around bioi, until 
the trump of the arch-angel shall excite different emotions in his 
soul. In the third place, a person with this writ, in the day 
time; may enter all houses, shops, &c., at will, and command all 
to assist him. Fourthly, by this writ, not only deputies, &c., but 
even their menial servants are allowed to lord it ·over us. 'What 
is this but to have the curse of Canaan with a witness on us, to 
be the servant of servants, the most despicable of God's creatures! 

"Now one of the most essential branches of English liberty is 
the freedom of one's house. A man's house is his castle ·; and 
while he is quiet, he is as well guarded as a prince in his castle. 
This writ, if it should be declared legal, would entirely annihilate 
this privilege. Cuswm Honse officers may enter our houl5ll8 when 
they please. We are commanded to permit their entry. Their 
menial servants may enter, may break locks, bars, and every 
thing in their way, and whether they break through malice ot; 
revenge, no man, no court can inquire. Bare suspicion without 
oath is sufficient. 

" This wanton exercise of this power is not a chemical sugges­
J,ion of a heated brain. I will mention some facts, Mr. Pew 
had one of these- writs, and when Mr. Ware succeeded him, he 
endorsed · this writ over to Mr. Ware, sa that theee writs are 
negotiable from one officer to another, and so. your honors have 
no opportunity of judging the persons to whom this vast power is 
delegated. Another instance is this; Mr. Justice Wally had 
caned this same Mr. Ware beforll him by a constable, to answer 
for a breaeh of Sabbath-day acts, or that of profane swearing. 
As soon as he had finished, Mr. Ware asked him if he had done. 
He replied, yes. Well, then, said Mr. Ware, I will show you a 
little of my power. I command you to permit me to tearch your 
house for uncustomed goods, and went on to search his house from 
garret to cello.r, and then served the constable in the same' man­
Jiel'. 
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"But to show another absurdity in this writ, if it should be 
c5tablished, I in~ist upon it, every person, by the 14th Charles 
II., has this power as well as Custom House officers. The words 
are: 'It shall be lawful for any person or persons authorized,' 
&c. What a scene does this open! Every man, prompted by 
revenge, ill-humor, or wantonness to inspect the'inside o(. his 
neighbor's house;'may get a writ of assistance. Others will 'ask 
it from self-defense, one arbitrary exertion will provoke another, 
until 'Society be involved in tumult and blood." 

Notwithstanding these and.manymore arguments were enforced, 
with a zeal peculiar to the spirit of the occuion, and the manners 
of the pleaders, th~ writ of assistance was granted. In the m\dst 
of these disputes occurred the peace ·Of 1763, which, though it 
produced a temporary calm, ultimately transferred hostilities from 
the confines to the very heart o( the colonies 
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CHAPTER IV. 
I 

HIS:rORIC.AL SXETCH OF EVENTS FROM 1763 TO THE REPEAL OF 

THE STAlriP ACT IN 17G6. 

Reasoning of the English and the Coloniete on the Subject of R.aiaing a Revenue 
in America-Attaclta on the Eogliah Clergy in Maaaachuaetta and Virginia­
Patrick Henry's Conduct-Navy 0fficera ordered to enforce the Laws of Trade 
Mr. Grenville' a Plan of Taxation-hlter-eolonial Trade stopped-Sugar Act 
puaed-Clauae authorizing Suite in Admiralty Coarte-Thme8 of di.ll'erent 
Partie• u to Power of Parliament to tu Coloniea-Publicationa in Massa­
chusetts, Rhode leland, Virginia, Maryland, iutd other Coloni~a against Tax· 
ation-Representation in Parliament abandooed-Conciliatory Act inelfectual 
-Argumente againat the Meuore-Speecbea of Col. Barre and Patrick Henry 
-Newa of Stamp Act having passed is receiv·ed-Eft'oot oC it at Boatou and 
.elaewhere-R.iote in Boaton, New Yorlr., and other Placea-Noo-importatioo 
Aaaociation-General Court recommends a Coligre-DeclaratiQ&L of Righta 
-Congreas usembles at New Yorlr., and appointe a Speaker-Change in 
the English Ministry-Repeal of the Stamp Act-Singular Form of Act of hi· 
demnity puaed by General Court. . ' 

THE common object the English and the Provincials had in 
view, which had hitherto cemented their union, having been ob­
tained by the overthrow of the French power in America, they 
cordially congratulated each other on their succe&8. Flushed 
with v:ictory, both claimed a full share of the merit of the tri· 
umph, and of the sacrifice of life and treasure at which it was 
obtained; but their attention was soon withdrawn from their 
conquests to t~eir own relative position and rights. Great.Britain 
lamented over the enormous expense of the war, and argued that, 
having relieved the colonies of a formidable and relentless foe, 
and enlarged their boundaries, it was but reasonable they should 
contribute to the reduction of the national debt, so greatly in­
creased in their defense, as well as defray, for the future, the cost 
of their own government. 

To this it was ·a01wered, You have not extended our territQry, 
but added to your own empire. Had it not been for your am· 
bitious wan in which, as dependencies, we have been unhappily 
iqvolved, we should have preserved a friendly relation with our 
Gallic neighbon, and sustained a most advantageous and profit· 
able trade with them. We were powerful enough to re&ist 
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aggreaeion-, and punish insult, and could have defended ouneln~ 
as heretofore, without your a•istanee. If your expenses have 
been large, oura have been altogether beyond our meaDS, and 
evince a generous participation in your undertakings, that justly 
entitles us ·both to gratitude and remuneration. Thirty thousand 
colonial .Oldiers have perished in the struggle, by disease, ol' the 
sword. We have expended more than sixteen millions- of dollars, 
only five millions of which have been reimbursed by Parliament. 
Musachtuetts alone has kept annually in the field from fuur to 
~even thousand men, besides ful'nishing garrisons, and "supplying 
reeraita to the regnlar·aimy, and expended two millions and a 
half of dollara over and above the advances from the military 
chest. The small colony of Conneetieut has, ·dUring the · same 
period,. raised two millions of dollars, while the outstanding debt 
alone of New York amounts to nearly a million. If the 110uthem 
plantations have been Jess profuse, they have far exceeded all 
former experience, for Virginia, at the close· of the war, bad aa 
outstanding debt of two hund~ thousand poands. 

Beyond this the new argument became personal and bitter, 
for men. more easily forgive an injury than ·an insult. The ir­
regular leviea of New England troops, though hardy; brave, and 
admirably suited· fur American warfare, made ·a sorry and gro­
tesque appearance on parade ; and the primitive manners, nasal 
pronunciation, and variegated and antique clothing of both offi­
cers and men, subjected them to the ill-concealed ridicule, or open 
insolence of the British army. On their-part they knew and felt, 
that if they were inferior in drill and equipment& to the regulars, 
they infinitely excelled them in the 'field, and pointed with great 
complacency to the numerous instances in which they ·covered 
their retreat, extricated them .from ambush, and opened the way 
for their success. Much of the same arrogant assumption is still 
unhappily exhibited by the inhabiiants of the Old World, on 
visiting the New, and with a similar tinple&~~ant result. 

The war bad thus, as has been before observed, filled the prov­
inces with soldiers and officers, all accustomed to active service, 
and an efficient, resolute, :and experienced militia, who formed a 
formidable body of men, trained to regard a resort to arms as a 
natural and effectual means of deciding disputes. What· the 
scheme of the English Ministry was 'for governing America, or 
raising a revenue from it, 'DO one yet knew ; but every body w• 

M . 
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aware that some such intention, whether matured or not. waa 
teriously entertained. Men's minds were filled with d9ubts and 
fears, and the Puritans, as of old, endeavored to increase the gen­
eral discontent, by asserting that it was the intention of Govern­
ment to subject them all to the hierarchy. In Massach~aetts it 
had the effect (probably the only one designed, for there was no 
endowment to attack or confiscate) of still more alienating parties, 
and keeping alive the ·animosity, unhappily but too deeply rooted, 
of the people against England, her institutions, and her author-: 
ity. · In Virginia the case was difierent, for there was a stipend 
established by law, and the Dissenters and Democrats used all 
th~ir influence to 'deprive the clergy, who were loyalists, of their 
means of support. The "parsons' due," as it was called, was, 
owing t9 the searcity of gold llnd silver, made payable in tobacco, 
and came therefore within t~e class of clainis popularly called, 
"Tobacco debts." . A short crop having enhanced the value of 
that staple, a temporary act was passed, authorizing the payment 
of all such claims, at two-pence per pound weight. Subsequently, 
under pretense of an expected failure, a te~porary law, oom· 
monlycalled the" Tender Act," was revived, whereby the incomes 
of the clergy were very materially reduced. 'rhis law, by the 
assistance ~f Sherlock, Bishop of London, was disallowed by the 
king, and suits were acoordingly brought to recover the diffetence 
between the real -yalue of the article and the fictitious standard. 
It was on the trial of one of these causes that Patrick Henry, 
•fterward so celebrated, was first brought into notice. Knowing 
that the law and the court were both opposed to such a · flagitious 
defense, 'he trusted to his powers of declamation, which were of 
no ordinary kind, and with such topics as religious liberty, the 
sacred rights of freemen, the odious royal veto, and the bless­
ing of self-government on the one hand, and an excited aud1ence' 
~nd interested jurors on the other, he succeeded, by obtaining a 
verdict, in denuding the law of its power, and the 'Clergy of their 
subsistence. The Assem4ly even went so far as to vote moneys 
to defend any further actions that the parsons might bring, who 
were thos compelled, notwithstanding their clear legal right, to 
aubmit to the unjust spoliation. 

Distruat and disaffection were generally diffused ~roughout the 
c;ountry ; 8Jid the rashneBB and indecision, open aggreuion, and 
ill-timed conciliation of the English Miniatry, soon aupplied ~bwui~ 
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IUlt materials for agitation. The agent of Ma88a.Cbusetts bad 
informed the General Court that, at the commencement of the 
late hostilities, the Board of Trade bad proposed a scheme of 
transatlantic taxation. In the course of the war, Pitt had inti­
mated to more than one colonial governor, that when it was over, 
the authority of Parliament would be invoked, to .extort from 
America the means of its ·own support. Peace was no sooner 
proclaimed than hill . .euccessor hastened to mature a somewhd 
similar plan. LeBB difficulty was felt in asserting the right,' than 
in devising means for putting it into execution. Still it was a 
question how it could be effected, without irretrievably alienating 
the natives. Duties on trade afforded the easiest, because a well­
known and acQustomed mode ; while the objections to direct and 
internal taxation appeared almost insuperable. Even the first 
mod.e, it was obvious, would be attended with great diiliculty in 
the collection. There would be frequent evASions or infractions 
of the law ; and nothing short of a military force would insure 
aucceSB; but a standing army of ten thousand men, it was thought, 
would overawe all opposition . 

. No time, therefore, was lost in exacting a rigid compliance 
with the regulations of trade. Orders were isaued to the officers 
of the navy in America, vigilantly to enforce the several acta of 
Parliament on that subject. Nothing could be more vexatious 
than the manner in which these instructions were executed, and 
nothing more impolitic than the measure itself; for it degraded 
the officers in their own eyes, by transforming them. into tide­
waiters and Custom House officials, and at the same time ren­
dered them exct>asively obnoxious to the Provincials. They were 
not .o••ly uninformed of the eases in which ships were liable to 
penalties, but of those in which they were exempt from deten­
tion, and therefore obstructed the trade, without increasing the 
revenue. The evil was aggravated by the difficulty of redresa. 
The Board in England could alone give relief, and the expense 
and delay of restitution, or satisfaction, often exceeded the original 
amount of the lou. . 

At that time a very lucrative trade was carried on between the 
American provinces and the colonies of Spain, and from Nc:w 
England to the French West India Islands. In the former, the 
merchant exchanged either British or their'own manufactures for 
gold and lilver, medica\ drup, dye atutll, anCllive ltoek. Ia the 
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latter they bartered their surplus goods and native. productions for 
the rum, sugar, molalll!el, and money ~r the planters, both which 
branches of commerce were extremely profitable. This inter· 
course, though oppoeed to the letter of the acts of trade, had been 
heretofore openly OORnived at by the Custom House officiala, hut 
was now totally put an end to by the naval commanders, who, 
urged on by the prospect of prize-money, seized indiscriminately 
the ships engaged in it, whether belonging to aubjects or foreigners. 

Immediately afterward, and while the public mind waa.agitated 
by these vexations proceedings, the attempt to raise a revenue, 
waa OJ1$1ly announced and acted upon, imposts being resorted to 
in the first instance. In the year 1764, Mr. Grenville brought 
before Parliament his plan for ·raising a transt\tlantio revenue. 
He stated that, during the last four years si:xty-three millions had 
been added to the national debt, a great part of which had been 
incurred for the Recet~Bary expenaes of the war in America; that 
auch was the state of the public finanoea, that-it waa necessary 
eYery part of the empire should contribute,- according to its means, 
to lighten the public burden ; that the charge of the Government 
in the plantations was ·£360,000 per annum, and that it was 
but reasonable that those who derived all the benefit of the 
expenditu~e, should submit to be taxed for its repayment. He 
then submitted several resolutions, to the following eJfect : That 
duties be laid on various· enumerated foreign art!cles, imported 
from any place (excepting in some' cues from Great Britain) into 
the British colonies and plantations in America; and a dut.y 
upon other articles, the produce of the colonies, exported to any 
other place than Great Britain ; that a duty of three-pence 
sterling per gallon be laid on molasses and syrups, and an addi­
tioDal duty upon white sugars of the growth of any foreign 
American plantation, imported into the British colonies ; that the 
prodnce of the dnties so to be laid, to be p!lid into the Exchequer, 
and there reserved, to be from time to time disposed of by p..,. 
liament, toward defraying the neceuary expenses of defending, 
protecting, and securing the British colonies and plantations in 
America ; and that toward further defraying the said expenses, it 
might be proper to charge certain stamp duties in the colonies. 
A bill was accordingly brought in and enacted for imposing the 
duties ae resolved upo~, except as to stamps," which was postponed 
to the next year, as the Mauachusetts apnt reported " in com·. 
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plaiaance to the coloniea, to give them an opportunity to pall 

it t~emaelves, or some other equivAlent," Mr. Grenville bei.Dg 
willing, aa he · expressed himself, " to consult the eaae, the quiet, 
and good-will of the colonies." In all this legislation the remon· 
&trance of America was avoided by a rule· of the House of 
Commons not to receive any petition against a money bill. Thia 
practice was founded on the principle of the people who were to 
pay the tai being present by their delegates in Parliament, and 
evidently proved the abiurdity of the. case beiOre them, wherein 
they were the only party neither actually nor virtually ~pruented. 

This act, commonly called the mola~~e~ or sugar act, imposed 
a duty of three-pence instead of sixpence,. ~hich had previously 
existed, but had never been collected ; and inatead, therefore, of 
being a boon aud a reduction of a tax, as represented by Gren· 
ville, virtually created a new and moat oppreBBi.Dg bunlen. Ita 
rigid enforcement by the navy officera created the utmost con­
sternation among the people, who loudly and indignantly com· 
plained, that it had been passed without notice, whereby they 
were deprived of all opportunity of stating their objections to it, 

The magnitude of the trade, thus obstructed or ruined, is ex­
pounded a~ length in the instructions given by Maaaachusetta to her 
agent in Loodon. He was deeired to urge on the Government 
th~tt the busi.Desa of the fishery, which would be brpkeu up by the 
act, was estimated in Masaachuaetta alone .at one hundred and 
sixty-four thousand pounds, and the vessels employed in it, which 
would be nearly useleu, at oae hundred thousand pounds; the 
provisions consumed in it, the caska for .packing fish, and other 
articles, at twenty-two thouaaud aeven hunClred and upward ; to 
all which there was to be added the 1011 of the advantage of 
sending lu_mber, horses, provisions, and other commodities to the 
~oreign plantations as cargoes, the veaaela employed to carry fish 
to Spain and Portugal, the dismiuing of five thousand seamen 
from their employment,· the effects of the annihilation of the 
fishery upon the trade -ofthe province and of the mother·eountry· 
in general, and ita accumulative ·evils by i.Dcreaaing the rival 
fisheriea of Franee. This was forcibly stated, u it reprCI!(\nted 
the means of remittances to England for goods imported into the 
province, which had been made in apecie to the amount of one 
hundred and fifty thousand pounds aterli.Dg, besides ninety thou­
aand in the treasurer'• billa for the reimbursement money within 
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the last eighteen months. The sources, they said, for obtain· 
ing this money were through fpreign countries, by t~ means 
of the fishery, and would be cut off with the trade ~ their 
plantations. 

The· Minister, foreseeing the unpopularity of the act, inserted 
a clause to secure its execution, which proved to be as objection­
able, respecting the rights of Americans, as its general principles. 
Penalties for the breach of this act, or any other relating to the 
trade and revenues of the British colonies, incurred in America, 
were made recoverable in any Court of Recnrd or in any Court 
of Admiralty in the colony where the offense should be committed, 
or in any Court of Vice-Admiralty, -which might be appointed 
over all America, at the election of the informer or prosecutor. 
Thus a: trial by jury might be taken away, and a defendant might 
be forced from one end of the continent to another to support his 
olaim in a Court of Vice-Admiralty, at an expense, perhaps, 
beyond the value ofthe property in question. And, after all, the 
a.ct provided that he should recover neither costs nor damageos, if 
the judge .should certify -that there was probable cause of seizure. 

In the letter of instructions of the General Court to their agent, 
before referred to, founded on several letters from him, in which 
he had misconstrued their silence upon the busineBS of the tax on 
molasses, and even the quartering of ten thousand troops in the 
colonies, into an assent to those measures, they observed that the 
sudden passing of the Su.,aat Act, and continuing a heavy duty on 
that branch of their commerce, was far from proving that any 
solid foundation existed for a hope which he had expressed, that 
a general disposition would be found to serve·the colonies, and not 
to diatre&s them ; that no agent of the province had power to 
make conce&siona in any case without distinct orders; and that 
the silence of the prevince should have been imputed to. any. cause, 
even to despair, rather than to have been construed into a tacit 
ceBSion of their rights, or an acknowledgment of a power in the 
Parliament of Great Britain to impose duties and taxes upon a 
people who are not represented in the House of Commons; that 
they were still more surprised at his letter respecting the quarter­
ing of an army on the colomes. "We conceive," said they, "no­
thing could restrain your liberty of opposing so burdensome a 
scheme. What merit could there lie in a submiBSion to 10 un· 
constitutional a meaaure ? It is time enough to . make ·a virtue 
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of neceuity when we are compelled to submit to so unreasonable 
an establishment. We are extremely obliged to Mr. Grenville 
for hie kindest expressions of regard to the colonies ; but we can 
not conceive it any favor that he will not think of any thing from 
America for the relief of Great Britain. Nor can we conceive it 
to be exactly agreeable to equity and justice that America should 
be at the whole charge of its government and defense. If all the 
colonists are to be taxed at pleasure, without any representative 
in Parliament, what will there be to distinguish them in point 
of liberty, from the subjects of the most absolute prince 1 For 
besides maintaining internal provincial civil government among 
themselves, they must pay toward the support of the civil and 
military governments in Great Britain. Now it is conceived that 
no people ori earth are doubly taxed for the support of govern· 
ment." As to the deferring of the Stamp Act, they observed 
that, " the fint offer of suspending it in the manner, and upon the 
conditions mentioned, amounted to no more than this, that if the 
colonies would not tax themselves as they might be directed, the 
Parliament would compel obedience." 

The fixing the duty on molaBSes at three-pence per gaUon,. 
seemed -to them repugnant to the auurance given by the Ministry, 
that the colonies were not to be taxed for the support of the gov­
ernment at home ; for if America were to be asseBSed for her own 
more immediate wants and protection only, and two-pence might 
yield enough for that, to what purpose would it be to lay three· 
pence? and the duty, in all good policy, should have been low 
at first, if it was right to lay any, and it might have been subse­
quently increased byr degrees. But the business, if it would sus­
tain any impost, would admit only of a light duty. They stated 
that Ireland was a conquered country, which was not the ('ase 
with the northern col6nies, except Canada ; yet no duties had 
been levied on it by the British Parliament. No internal nor 
external taxes had been aBSessed upon the people than by their 
own legislature, although many prohibitions have been made. 
That laying these restraints on dominions not represented in Par• 
liament, should be exercised with great moderation; but that 
this had better be exercised with the utmost rigor, than the pow·· 
er of taxing, for this last was the grand barrier of British-liberty; 
which if onoe broken down, all was lost; thai, in a word, a peo­
ple might be free and tolerably happy without a particular branch 

Digitized by Googl e 



272 TOE ENGLIBB IN AMBRICA. 

of trade, but without the privilege of a~~e~~ing their own tu:e., 
they could lie neither: 

The invitation given to the other colOAiea to usociate in their 
opposition to the ministerial system (If revenue, cooa~tQted an im· 
portap.t leading meaeure in the revolution of the coon try, and baa 
been denominated a declaration of right&, and a- proclamation of 
political war between the patriots and the frienda of the British 
Government in Muaachusetta. ·As the controversy increased, 
\he 'ground of the diaputanta became narrowed. Hitherto there 
had been three different theories held on the subject of the power 
(If Parliament. The Ministry had recently auerted ita right to 
bind America in all cases whatever. The oppo&ition parties in 
the colonies conceded to it, in general terms, a auperintending 
pqwer to enact laws and regulation& for the public good, in mat· 
tera external, but denied its right to levy taxes. The people 
held it to be their essential right, as Englishmen, not to be sub­
ject to any ta.'t, but what they had a voice in laying, in penon 
or by their repreaentatives ; maintaining that this principle had 
been admitted in practice, by the colonies being allowed civil 
governments of their own, who had always voted supplies to the 
king greater than their proportioa of the national expenditure, 
and '!ere aupported by their constituents; and affirmed 'hat their 
.-epreaentatives in these governments were the only proper judges 
of their ability to grant money, a British House of Commona 
being at too great a distance to be well informed, and too mueb 
iatereeted in laying heavy burdens upon tho colonies, in-order to 
lighten their own.· 

The loyalists, for the sake of Britiah connection, and to pre­
~erve the peace of the country, were willing to aubmit to the 
power thua a&~umed by Parliament, but differed from the Gov· 
emment as to the mode of raising the revenue. The Ministry 
were desirous of receiving the proceeds through the exebequer, 
the royal party for raising and appropriating them in the coua­
try, while some were iOr accommodating matters by proposing to 
leave extemal taxes to Government, and retaining all internal 
ones at home. As the temper of the opposition became irritated, 
their indispoaition to make any concessions whatever became 
more and more apparent. A strong aud energetic pamphlet, re­
cently publiahed by Mr. Otie, of Botton, entitled, "The rigbts of 
the British colonies uaerted," was read and approved of by the 
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Asaembly of Ma1!8&chusetta. In thi11 work the author scouted. 
the distinction hitherto generally admitted between external · and 
internal taxes; meaning in the one case impositions on trade, and 
in the other, on land or personal property. If trade might be 
taxed, he said, without the consent of the colonists, 80 might real 
estate; both were pronounced absolutely irreconcilable with the 
rights of Provincials as British subjects, and as men. 

Similar tracts, more or 1888 strong, appeared at the same time 
in Rhodd Island, Maryland,. and Virginia. The House followed 
up ita opposition by a petition to Parliament. The resistance of 
Massachusetts to the new Sugar Act was echoed from Pennsyl· 
vania and Connecticut ;, while the address from the House of 
Representatives of New York was couched in such strong lan· 
guage, that no m~mber of Parliament could be found to present. 
it. Rhode lsl!Uld adopted the same energetic course. In Vir­
ginia, the representatives agreed upon a petition to the king, a 
memorial to the House of Lords, an'd a remonstrance to the Ministry. 

One of the ohjeciions to the right of Parliament to lay taxes 
on the people in the provinces, and legislate for them in other re­
spects, :was, that they were not represented in that body. It was 
a plan of some individuals, to have members from the colonies 
to sit in the British House of Commons. The Ministry were 
inclined to favor the measure; but it was soon after perceived 
that the representatives would be 80 few in number, that it 
would be no benefit, and it was never formally discussed in 
Parliament;_ but after this period it was universally repudiated 
by the Provincials themselves. 

To counteract the probable unpopularity of the Sugar Act, 
several others were passed by the Imperial Government about 
the same time, to promote their trade, and increase .the inter­
course of the colonies with the mother country, such as " a bill 
for granting a bounty for the importation of hemp from America 
into Great Britain," "a bill to encourage the whale fishery," and 
another for granting leave for a certain time to export rice, from 
Soufh Carolina and Georgia to other parts of America, on paying 
British duties. But unfortunately the disastrous, effect of the re­
cent regulations for a rigid enforcement of the laws of trade, by 
stopping the supply of money. to the plantations, was certain and 
immediate, while the beneficial consequences of the conciliatory 
acts, if any, .could 6nly be remote. They had no effect whatever, 

M• 
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thereforll, in withdrawing men's minds from the present embar­
rauments, and the great principle involved in the dispute. 

Nothing, however, could prevail on the Ministry to relinquish 
the idea of internal taxes, and the Stamp Act, thongh not .with­
out considerable opposition In the Commons, palled by a majority 
of five to one. The London merchants concerned in the Ameri­
can trade, petitioned against it ; but a standing rule, not to. receive 
memorials against a money bill, excluded it aa well aa those of 
the local legislatures. Argument and invective were both resort­
ed to ineffectually. Of the former, the. principles were that it 
'11\'aa absurd that colonists should. be still thought to owe any sub­
mission to the Parlia~ent, -which had not authority enough to 
shield them against the violence of the executive; and more ab­
surd still, that the inhabitants of Great Britain should pretend to 
exercise over them rights, which that very people affirmed they 
might justly oppose, if claimed over themselves by others. That 
it was their birthright, even as the descendants of Englishmen,· 
not to be taxed by any but their own representatives; that'the 
people of Ireland were much more virtually represented in the 
Parliament of Great Britain than it waa ever pretended the Pro­
vincials could be, in consequence of the great proportion of En­
glishmen possesaed of estates and places of trust there, and the 
number of Irish noblemen and gentlemen in both Houses of the 
Legislature; yet that, -notwithstanding, England never claimed 
any right to tax the people on thl' ground of their being thus 
virtually represented among them. That, granting the British 
Parliament's right to make laws for the colonies, and even to tax 
them without their concurrence, there lay many objections agaitut 
the stamps, inasmuch ·aa those duties were laid gradually on the 
people of Great Britain, while they were to be saddled all at· 
once with all their increased weight, on those of the colonies ;• 
that if those ditties were thought 80 grievous in England, on ac­
count of the great variety of occasions in which they were payll.· 
ble, they must be to the lR.Bt degree oppreBBive in the colonies, 
where the people in general could not be supposed 80 conversant 
in matters or'ihia kind. Numbers did not understand even the 
language of these intricate laws, 80 much out of the oourse of 
what common senee alone might suggest to them as their duty, 
and common honesty engage them to practice. 

• Auuual Regi.ter. 
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· Of the latter kind, was the celebrated speech of Colonel Barre. 
In reply to Townsend, one of the ministers who supported it, and 
called the colonists " children planted by our care, nourished by 
our indulgence, and protected by our arms," he indignantly an· 
swered, "They planted by your care? No, your oppreuiona 
planted them in America. They nourished by your indulgence I 
They grew up by your neglect of them. They protected by your 
arms 1 Those sons of liberty have nobly took up arms in your 
defense. I claim to know more of America than moat of you, 
having been conversant with that country. The people, I be­
lieve, are as truly loyal subjects as the king has, but they are a 
people jealous of their liberties, and will vindicate them, shonld 
they ever be violated. But the subject is too delicate, I will say 
no more." 

News reached Virginia of the passing of the bill, while the 
Honse was in session. Patrick Henry, who had previously ob­
tained notoriety by hill attack on the" parsons' dues," brought 
forward a. aeries of resolutions, claiming for the inhabitants of 
Virginia all the rights of born British subjects ; deuying any 
authority, except in the Provincial Assembly, to impose taxes upon 
them ; and denouncing the attempt to vest the authority else· 
where, as inconsistent with the ancient constitution, and subvor· 
sive of British as well as of American liberty. Upon the intro­
duction of these resolutions, a hot debate took place. "Cmaar 
had his Brutus," said Henry, "Charles I. his Cromwell, and 
George III.--" "Treason! treason!" shouted the Speaker, 
and the cry was re-echoed from the House. " George III.," 
said Henry, firmly, "may profit by their exa~plea. If that be 
treason, ·make the most of it." 

If the tax on sugar and molasses, to raise a revenue, wu de­
nounced as inconsistent with charter rigbts, and the principles 
of British liberty, the Stanip Act, by which all printed or written 
public legal papers were liable to a duty, met with still stronger 
opposition. It was considered as an internal tax, for the purpose 
of raising money in the province for the use of Great Britain. 
So far, indeed·, as the former act was not a mere regulation of 
trade, but intended to draw a revenue from t~e . province, without 
the con·aent of the representatives, it was opposed and reprobated. 
As to the latter, there was no disguise or deception in the case; 
the professed object was to raise monfly fOr the public treasury 
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of England, except it should · be all apent on the officers of .th1 
Crown in the pnmnee: W rita of all kind., probate papers, 
deeds, ud even diploma& for college degreea, were all subject U. 

duty. 
Although there never could han been any -well-grounded hop6 

that· the Stamp Act would have been quietly aubmitted to in the 
colonie&, yet the notice ao publicly givE<n of the intention to carry 
it through Parliament, and the delay occasioned thereby, enabled 
the demagogue~~,- the clergy, and all oppoaed to Britiah domi­
nation, to prepare the minda of the people for reaiatanee. Th& 
newa of the bill having received the royal anent, no .OOner reach 
ed Musachusetta, than the people were infuriated to the -bighes\ 
degree. The ahipa in the harbor hoiated their colol'l half.mut 
high, in token of the deepeat mourning ; the bella rang muffied; 
the act itllelf was printed with a death'a head i111erted in the 
place where it is usual to fix the stampa, and cried publicly abou' 
the streets by the name of "Folly of England, and. Ruin of 
America." 

ESIIlys eoon followed, not only against the expediency, but 
even the equity of it, in several newspapers, one of which bore 
the significant title of " The Constitutional Courant, containing 
matters interesting to liberty, and no wise repugnan~ to loyalty, 
printed by Andrew Marvel, at the sign of the Bribe Refused, on 
Constitution Hill, North America." This paper had a still more 
significant vignette-of a snake cut in pieces, with· the initial let­
ters of the names of. the several colonie•, from New York to 
South Carolina indusively, affixed to each piece, and above 
them the !Worda, " J ou. OR DIE." To these were added CIP"i<'a­
tures, pasquinades, lxm-mots, and such vulgar aayinga fitted to 
the oceuion, u by being short could be most euily l~ireulated 
and retained ; at the same time, by being extremely expresaive, 
they carried with them more weight than arguments: These 
proceeding~ were followed by such others u might naturally be 
expected from them. 

By the time the act itself reached the ~loniee, the populace 
were every where e:s:asperated agaiQ&t it to such a degree,· that 
they treated it with the utmost contempt and indignation. It 
waa publicly burnt by them in several placea ; and at the aame 
time it wu voted that thanks ahould be given to General Con· 
way and Colonel Barr6, two sentlemen whom they coDBi.dued u 
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the moat strenuous opposers of it in the British House of Com· 
mous ; that their speeches against it, and their pictures, should 
be requested, the latter to be hung up in their places of meeting, 
and the former to be inserted in the books destined to record their 
principal transactions. A great elm in Boston, at the corner of 
the present Washington and Essex streets, under which the op­
p<ments of the Stamp Act were accustomed to assemble, soon be­
came famous as " li~rty tree." Those persons, supposed to fa· 
vor the Ministry, were hung in effigy" on the branches of this elm. 
A mob attacked the house of Oliver, Secretary of the Colony, 
who had been appointed stamp distributor for Massachusetts, 
broke his windows, destroyed his furniture, pulled down a small 
buildiag, supposed to be intended for their reception, and fright· 
ened him into a resignation. Jonathan Mayhew, the minister 
of the West Church.in Boston (distinguished by his recent attack 
on the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts), 
preached a seditious sermon against the Stamp Act, taking the 
significant text,." I would they were cut off, which trouble you." 
The Monday evening after this sermon, the riots were renewed. 
The mob attacked the house of Story, Registrar of the Admiralty, 
and destroyed not only the public files and records, buthis private 
papers also. TQey next entered and plundered the bouse of the 
Comptroller of the Customs ; and maddened with liquor and 
excitement, proceeded to the mansion of Hutchinson in the 
North-square. The lieutenant-governor and his family ded 
for their lives. The house was completely gutted. 

The inhabitants of Boston, at a town meeting, unanimously 
expressed their "abhorrence" of these proceedings; and a "civic 
guard" was organized to prev.ent their repetition. "Yet the 
rioters, though well known, went unpunished, a sure sign," says 
Hildreth, decidedly the most able and impartial of American hi.&-

' torians, " of the secret concurrence and· good-will of the mass of 
the community. It is only in reliance on such encouragements, 
that mobs ever venture to commit deeds of violence. Those now 
perpetrated were revolutionary acts, designed to intimidate-mel· 
ancholy forerunners of civil war !" . 

Massachusetts was not alone in these demonstrations. The 
unpalatable law received similar, though len flagra~t treatment 
in-the other colonies. On the 24th of August, a Gazette extra· 
ordinary was published at Providence, with Vox populi, tiO:ll 
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Dei for a motto ; effigies were exhibited, and in the evening cut 
down and burnt. Three days after, the people of Newport con­
ducted three effigies of obnoxious penona, in a cart with halters 
about their necks, to a gallows near the Town House, where they 
were hung, and after a while cut down and burnt, amidst the 
acclamations of thousands. 

On the last day of October a body of people ff9m the country 
approached the town of Portsmouth (New Hampshire), in the · 
apprehension that the stamps would be distributed ; but, on 
bi!ing assured that there was no such intention, they quietly dis­
persed. The next morning all the bella in Portsmouth, New­
castle, and Greenland, were tolled, to denote the decease of 
liberty; and in the course of the day, notice was' given to her 
friends to attend the funeral. A coffin, neatly ornamented, and 
inscribed with "Liberty, aged CXLV yean," was prepared for 
the funeral proceSBion, which began from the State House, at­
tended with two unbraced drums.• Minute guns were fired until 
the corpse arrived at the grave, when an oration was pronounced 
in honor of the deceased. The eermon was scarcely concluded, 
when some remains of life-having been discovered, the body was 
taken up. The insciption on the lid of the coffin was imme­
diately altered to "Liberty Revived;" the bells suddenly struck 
up a cheerful sound ; and joy appeared again in every counte· 
nance. 

In Connecticut, Mr. lngenoll, the constituted distributor of 
stamps, was exhibited and burnt in effigy in the month of August; 
and the excitement at length became so general and alarming, 
that he resigned his office. In the same .month, the spirit dis­
covered by the citizens of New York produced a similar resigna­
tion. The stamp papers arriving toward the end of October, 
Lieutenant-governor Colden took them into Fort George, and 
extraordinary preparations were made to secure them. On the 
lat of November, many of the inhabitants, offended ai his con­
duct, and disliking his political sentiments, having assembled in 
the evening, proceeded to the walls o'f the fort ; broke open his 
stables, and took out his carriage. After carrying it through the 
principal streets of the city, they marched to the common, where 
a gallows was erected, on which they suspended his effigy, with 
a stamped bill of lading in one hand, and a figure of the devil in 

• Holmea' ADnoalll.egiater. 
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the other. · When it had been hung a sufficient" time to gather a 
great concourse of people, they carried it in procession with the 
gallows entire to the gate of the fort, when it was removed to 
the bowling-green, under the muzzle of the guns, where a bonfire 
was made, and the whole pageantry, including the carriage, was 
consumed, amidst the acclamations of several thousand spectators. 
They next proceeded to the house of Major James, a friend of 
the Ministry, and after plundering it, consumed every article of 
furniture in a bonfire. 

At Philadelphia, on the appearance of the ships having on 
board the obnoxious papers, all the veBSels in the harbpr hoisted 
their colors half-mast high ; the bells were muffled, and continued 
to toll until evening; and Mr. Hughes, the stamp-master, found 
it nece88ary to resign. In Maryland, Mr. Hood, the distributor 
for that colony, to avoid resignation, fled to New Yor~, but he 
was oonstrained by a number of Sons of Liberty to sign a paper · 
declaring his absolute and- fiiial resignation. In Virginia, the 
officer arriving at Williamsburg in the evening, was immediately 
urged to relinquish his commission, and upon complying, recei'v:ed 
the acclamations of the people. At night the town was illu­
minated, the bells were ringing, and festivity expre88ed the uni­
versal joy. 

Although, by the resignation of the distributors, the colonists 
were laid under a legal inability for doing busioe88 according to 
parliamentary laws, yet they adventured to do it, and risked the 
con$equences. Vessels sailed from ports, as before ; and the 
courts of justice, though suspended a while in most of the colonies, 
at length proceeded to business without atamps. As a retaliatory 
measure, a general combination waa formed, for the non-consump­
tion or importation of "British manufactures. A retrenchment 
in the use of foreign articles, especially at funerals, the encourage­
ment of their own manufactures, and the consequent reduction 
of importations from England, were the expedients first resorted 
to. This was to advance their own country, at the expense of a· 
powerful interest in the parent state, which might influence the 
Ministry to reconsider and repeal their acts. Nor was the state 
of' American manufactures unpropitious to such measures. The 
smelting of iron ore had been brought to such perfection as 
greatly to . check the importation of it from foreign cotmtriea. 
l?otaih had become a considerable article of exportation; and the 
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making of ooarao woolens had 10 prevailed as to alford euential 
aid in clothing . 

.As soon as the General Court met at Boston, after the puaage 
of the act, it proceeded to take into consideration the state of 
public affairs. After diacuaaing the difficulties of the colonies, 
and what dutiful addreu it might be pn_~per to make to his 
Majesty and the Parliament, respecting the late laws, they pro­
ceeded to lay the foundation of the American Revolution. They 
voted that it was highly expedient there should be a meeting, as 
soon as might be, of committees from the House of Representatives 
or Burgesses in the several colonit!l on this continent, to consult 
together on their present circumstances, and the difficulties to 
which they were reduced by the operation of the late acts of Paf­
liament for laying duties and taxes on them, and to consider of a 
general and humble addreu to his Majesty and the Parliament, 
to implore relief. They then agreed that the meeting should be 
held at New York, on the first Tuesday of October follo\\·ing, and 
directed letters to be for.thwith prepared and.tranamitted to there­
spective Speakers of the several Houses of Representatives or Bur­
gesses, to advise them of this resolution, and to invite them to join, 
by their committee, in. the .meeting. The House then prepared 
the form of a circular letter, and appointed a committee in behalf 
of M&~~&chuaetts, consisting of i.hree persons, to carry out these 
objects. 

With reference to the late riots, so notoriously instigated by the 
leading men of the colony, their answer to the queries was dis­
tinguished for that cautious evasion which had ever characterized 
the Puritans .. We inherit, they said, from our fathef!J, the high­
est relish for civil liberty; but wu hope never to see the time, 
when it shall be e:"tpedient to countenance any metho9a for ita 
preservation, but such as are legal and regular. When our sacred 
rights are infringed, we feel . the grievance ; but we understand 
the nature of OIU' happy constitution too well, and entertain too 
high an opinion of the virtue and j11stice of Parliament, to en­
courage any means of redress, but what are justifiable by that 
constitution. 

They then passed, by a unanimous vote, several resolutions, 
which have since acquired great celebrity, as forming the basis 
of all subsequent declarations of Americaa rights. They asserted 
that there were certain essential rights common to mankind, 
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founded in the law of God and Nature, and that they were rec­
ognized by the British Constitution ; that the inhabitants of the 
province were entiiled to those rights, in common with all men, 
and that no law of eociety could justly deprive them of the enjoy· 
ment of them-that no man could take the property of another 
without his consent, and that on this principle is founded the 
right of representation in the same body which made laws for 
raising taxes ; that by the royal chaner, the people of the prov· 
ince were entitled. to all the liberties and immunities of free and 
naturlll. subjects of Great Britain'; that they appertained to the 
people of the province in common justice, as they settled the 
ceuntry at their owa expense, aad had defended themselves in 
time of danger, and having large taxes to pay for the support of 
government in the colony, it would be unjust to requirjl them to 
&BBist in the support of that of England ; _that a representation 
of the people in Parliament was impractica,ble, and therefore the 
powers of legislation were allowed to be exercised in America ; 
that, therefore, all laws made by any power whatever, other 
than the General Assembly of the province, imposing taxes on the 
inhabitant&, were infringements of their inherent and inalienable 
rights, as men and British subjects, and rendered void the most 
valuable declaration of their charter. They also complained of 
the powers exercise!! by the Courta of Admiralty, where there 
were no juries, and ci1BeB were decided in a capricious and 
arbitrary manner. These resolutions the House ordered to be 
recorded, "that a just sense of liberty, and their firm sentiments 
of loyalty, might be 1ransmitted to posterity." 

While the General Court was sitting, a vessel arrived from 
England with large quantities of stamped paper for Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire, and Rhode Isl-nd. The governor, at a lOBS how 
to dispose of them, and probably anxious to avoid giving offen$0, 
asked the advice of the Council, who referred him to the House 
of Representatives. The House said, in reply to the meuage on 
the subject, " that as the atamps were brought into the province 
without their directions, it might prove of ill consequence to them 
to take any concern in the matter." He then _again asked the 
opinion of the Counc.il, as to tile proper disposition of the stamps, 
who advised that t4ey be deposited at· the Castle, to wait the or­
ders of the Britiah Ministry. By the ht of November, the time 
the act wu to take effect, not 1o. sheet of stamped paper wu to be 
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bad. throughout the several colonies of New York, New England, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Maryland, and the two 
Carolinas, except a small parcel, which the governor of New 
Vork, terrified by the threats of the enraged populace, had sur­
rendered into the hands of the corporation of that place, on con· 
dition of their not being destroyed like the rest ; eo that all 
busineu, which could not be legally carried on without stamps, 
was at once suspended, except that of publishing newspapers, 
which the printers still continued ; pleading, in -excuse, that if 
they did not, the populace would serve them u they had done 
the stamp-masters themselves. 

But the consequence of this stagnation was soon felt so severely, 
that- the inhabitants began to think how they could effectually 
elude it. To this_ end some wag, fruitful in expedients, sent to 
the printers at Boston a thin piece of bark, on which he had 
written, that it being neither paper, parchment, nor vellum, he 
would be glad to know if inatrumenta, written on such stuff, 
might not be valid, though not s'tamped ; in which ease, he wu 
ready to supply with good writing-bark all those whose eonseienees 
were bound by the late act. At· Jut, the governors of some of 
the provinces, though bound by the lawa to swear to see it ob­
served, under the severest penalties, finding the total stoppage of 
all public business so injurious to the community, thought proper 
to dispense with the the use of stamps, grounding their justifiea· 
tion on the absolute impoasibility of procuring any; and accordingly 
granted certificates of that impo!!Sibility to all outward bound 
vessels to protect them from "the penalties of the act in other parts 
of his Majesty's dominions. 

To testify their indignation still further, combinations against 
the trade of England became every where general. The mer­
chants entered into the most solemn engagements with each other, 
not only not to import any goods from Great Britain, let the con· 
sequences be what they would, and to recall the orders they had 
already given, if not obeyed by the 1st January, 1766, but even 
not to dispose of any Britit!h goods sent them on eommiasion, that 
were shipped before that day : or if they consented to any _rellixa· 
tion from these engagements, it was uot to take place till the 
Stamp Act, and even the Sugar and Paper-money Acts, were re­
pealed. The pP.Ople of Philadelphia likewise resolved, though 
not unanimously, that till such repeal, no lawyer should put in 
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suit a demand for money owing to a resident in America from 
one in England ; nor any person in America, however indebted 
in England, to make any remittances there. 

These resolutions were adopted by the retailers, who unani· 
mously agreed not to buy or sell any British goods shipped to 
them. At the same time, lest their· own new woolen manufac­
tories should fall short for want of materials, moat of the inhabit· 
ants came to the resolution not to eat any mutton ; and to extend 
the influence of their re8olution to those who did not join them in 
it, nor to deal with any butcher that should kill or expose any 
sheep for sale. The moat substantial, and even fashionable 
peaple, were foremost in setting the example to their countrymen, 
by contenting themselves with home-spun or old clothes, rather 
than make use of any thing British, of which they were formerly 
so conspicuously fond. Such were the efforts of all ranks, and so 
prudent their measures, that many now began to be convinced 
of what they had till then thought impoBSible, that the colonies 
would flOOD be able to supply themselves with every necessary of 
life. When the value of imposts from Great Britain, nearly 
three millions annually is taken into consideration, it must be 
admitted that the mode of retaliation was one likely to be severe­
ly felt, and deeply lamented by a trading people, like the English. 

In the midst of this general excitement, at the day appointed 
by Maaaachuaetta, committees frQm nine colonies met at New 
York, and the CongreSB was organized by the appointment.of a 
President. One of the first rules adopted was, to give each colo­
ny represented one vote. In the course of a three weeks' aeSBion, a 
" Declaration of the Rights and Grievances of the Colonies" was 
agreed to. All the privileges of Englishmen were r.laimed by it 
as the birth-right of the colonists ; among the rest, the right of 
being taxed only by their own consent. Since distance and local 
circumstances made a representation in the Britie.h Parliament 
impoSBible, their delegates, it was maintained, could be no other 
than the several colonial legislatures. A petition to the king, and 
memorials to each House of Parliament, were also prepared, in 
which the cause of the Provincials was eloquently pleaded. To 
these proceedings, the several colonial assemblies, at their earliest 
aeSBion, gave their cordial approval. 

A change in ·the English Ministry, which took place in July, 
and the news of ·which reached America in September, enconr· 
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aged the colonists in the stand they had taken. This change 
originated in domt'ltic reasons, wholly unconnected with the 
American polity; it was regarded, however, as favorable to the 
general cause of freedom. The old Whig aristocracy which had 
governed the kingdom since the aeeeuion of the House of Han­
over, had l!plit up of late into several bitter and hostile factions, 
chiefly founded on mere personal considerations. Pitt's repeated 
attacks on formerministries, and at last, hii forcing hii1Uitllf into 
power, had contributed not a little to this result. The aceeaaion 
of George III. had given. rise to a new party, by which Pitt him­
self had been superseded. In the addreN from the throne, at 
the opening of the session, the new Ministers brought the state 
of colonial affairs before Parliament. They produced the corre­
spondence of the provincial governors, and otber papers relating 
to the late disturbances. Numerous petitions from British mer· 
chants for the repeal of the Staptp Act were also presented to the 
two Houses. 

Pitt now appeared in his place in the House of Commons, and 
delivered his opinion, "that the kingdom had no right to lay a 
tax on the- colonies. The commons in America, reprellellted in 
their several Aesemblies; have invariably exercised the eonatitu• 
tional right of giving and granting their own money ; they would 
have been enslaved if they had not; at the same time this king­
dom has ever possessed the-power of legislative and commercial 
control. The colonies acknowledge your uthority in all things, 
with the sole exception that you shall not take their money out 
of their pockets without their consent." "We are told America 
is obstinate," he said, u and is almost in open rebellion. Sir, I 
rejoice that America has 'resisted. Three millions of people so 
dead to all the feelings of liberty, as voluntarily to submit to be 
slaves would hav.e been fit instrument.&· to make slaves of all the 
rest." " The Americans· have been wronged ! They have bet>n 
driven to madness by injustice ! Will you punish them for the 
madness you have occasioned 1 No ! Let thla country be the 
first to resume its prudence and temper; I will pledge· myself for 
the colonies, that on their part animosity and resentment will 
cease." 

The new Ministry were under no obligation to support the 
policy of their predecessors. • Anxious to escape the difficulty by 
the readiest means, they brought in a bill for repealing the Stamp 
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Act, which in •pite of a very strenuous opposition, on the part. of 
the supporters of the late Ministry, was carried in the Commona 
by a vote of two hundred and seventy-five, to one hundred and 
sixty-seven. A reeolution of the House of Commons had demand· 
ed indemnity from the colonies for such Crown officen as had 
suffered losses in the late Stamp Act riots: New York promptly 
complied. After much urging by the govemo~, Maseachusetta 
passe<! a similar act ; but a free pardon to the rioters, inserted in 
it, betrayed the state of public feeling and gave great offense io. 
England. , 

The preamble to this bill contains the following extraordinary 
recital: "As the King's Most Excellent Majesty, from a desire 
that the sufferers in the late, riots l!hould be compensated, and a 
vail be drawn over the late unhappy excesses, has been pleased 
to signifY his intention to forgive and forget them, at the same 
time ia his abundant clemency recmnmending compensation to 
the sufferen; from a grateful sense of his Majesty's grace and 
clemency, in order to promote peaee and safety, to make compen· 
sation to said sufferen, and thus to demonstrate to the world the 
happiness we enjoy in being a part of the British Empire, and 
being entitled to the rights, liberties, and privileges of British 
subjects, we, His Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
representatives of the Commons of this province, in General 
Court assembled, have resolved to give and grant, &c." They 
resolved that their reaaons for making the compensation were 
.. from a loyal and gratefnl regard to the king's mild and gracious 
recmnmendatitm, from deference to the opinions of the illusirious 
friends of the colonies in Englaod, and for the sake of internal 
peace and order, without regard to any interpretation of His 
Majesty's recmnmendation, into a requisititm precluding all de­
hate and controoersy ,· under a full penuasion that the sufieren 
had no just claim on the province ; and that this compliance 
ought not, hereafter, to be drawn into a precedent." 
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CHAPTER Y. 
J'li.OI( THE REPEAL OP THE STAMP ACT TO THE BATTLE OF BUNKEn.'s 

BILL, AND THE COIOIENCEMENT OF TBE AJIERICAN REVOLUTION. 

Joy at Repeal of Stamp Act-Fresh Discontent u to Continuance of the 
Sugar Act-Townahend'a SCheme for raiaing a Revenue, maintaing a Standing 
Army, and giving permanent Salaries to Governors and Judg-Tu on 
Paper, Glasa, Lead, and Tea-New York ref08ea to provide for quartering 
the Troop...:-Its Aaaembly restrained from Legislative Functions-Board of 
Revenue established in America-Peneylvania instructs her Agents to oppose 
the Tea Aot-Maeaachuaetta addressee a Ciroular Letter to the other Colonie• 
on tqe Subject-Office of S('cretary of State for the Colonies created-::-Lord 
Hillsborough calla upon the General Court to reacind the Proceeding• relative 
to ita Circular Letter, bat it refuses-Moat of the Colonies approve of the 
Conduct of Maeaach08etta-Seizure of the Sloop" Liberty"-The Mob uaaulta 
the Commissioners, and attacka their House-They take refuge on board of 
a Man-of-war, and afterward retire to Castle William-Town Me_eting called 
to consider the Subject of Troops being allowed in Boston-People advised 
to arm themselves--A Convention 'meeta, but the Governor will not ac­
knowledge it-Arri,.:al of two Regiments from Halifax-Proceeding• u to 
quartering them-One Regiment encamped on the Common, the other 
lodged in the Town Hall-Proceedings in Parliament relative to the State 

.of the Colonies--General Coort adjourned to Cambridge-Refuses to provide 
for the Troops-Conduct of the other Colonies--Lord Hillsborough informs the 
Colonial Assembliea that be will repeal all the Duties except drat on Tea­
Mob at Boeton attaoka a Picket Guard of Soldiers, who fire and kill three 
Persona-Trial and Acquittal-The Govemor surrenders Cutl\1 Island to the 
Commander of the Forcea-People refuse to obserye a Day of Thanksgiving 
-Association not to use Tea-Proceedings u to the Governor and Judges 
receiving their Salaries frour Englaad-Deatruction of the armed Schooner 
"Gaape"-People refuse to allow Tea to be landed-A Cargo thrown into 
the Harbor-Proceedings in the other Colonies relative to the Tea Ships-­
Act of Parliament fer closing the Port o( Boston...:. Another for amending the 
Charter-Legislature of Muaacbuaetta-Adviae a Congre11, and name the lit 
of December and Philadelphia aa the Time and Place of Meeting-The Jut 
General Court-Meeting of Congreaa-De~>laration of Rights and other Pro· 
ceedings-Non-intercouree agreed upou-The General Court resolve them· 
aelves into a Provincial Congress, and vote to raise twelve thousand Men, 
&c.-King'e Storea aeized at Rhode Island and New Hampabire-Proceed­
inga in Parliament-8kirmieb at Lexington-Commencement of tlie Revolu­
tionary War. 

THE repeal of the Stamp Act called forth the most lively de­
monstrations of joy throughout the colonies ; but this e~ultation 
llro&e as much from triumph as from relief from an impost. The 
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, contest had exhibited the utter inability cf English officials to 
execute enactments opposed to the interests and inclinations of 
the inhabitants, and satisfied the most timid of the power of the 
Provincials, if united, to resist either the laws or the arms of the 
mother country. It invited opposition, and where there IS a dis­
position to quarrel, subjects of dispute are never wanting. 

Although the Stamp Act was repealed, the Sugar Act, slightly 
modified, remained on the statute book, and was rigidly enforced. 
With a singular misapprehension of the character of the people 
for whom they 'were legislating, the Ministry accompanied almost 
every additional restriction with a corresponding boon. Thus, by 
an amendment of the latter law, all direct ,trade with France 
was prohibited; while, to soften the harshness of the measure, 
iron and lumber were allowed to be exported to European ports, 
south of Cape Finisterre. The one was regarded as an invasion, 
and the other as no more than an , admission of right. The 
former, therefore, was resented as an injury, and the latter re­
ceived with indifference or silence. 

Townshend had no~ become Chancellor of the Exchquer, who 
whatever his abilities might have been, could lay no claim to 
consistency of conduct, one of the first qualifications of a states­
man. He had voted for the Stamp Act, and strenuously sup­
ported its repeal, an acknowledgment of error that induced the 
Americans to think his political advancement _to the important 
office he held was a special mark of Divine favor. What, there­
fore, was their astonishment, when they heard that his first meas­
ure was to introduce a bill to raise a transatlantic revenue, for 
maintaining a standing army in the colonies, and for securing 
:Permanent salaries to governors and judges, and thereby render­
ing them independent of the local Assemblies. While he affected 
to base this law on the distinction taken between internal and 

' external taxation, he violated the principle by imposing duties on 
certain British productions, such as paints, paper, glass, and lead, 
to which was added another article,' tea, afterward rendered so 
notorious. This law was supposed to be of easief execution than 
the Stamp Act, and it passed with little or no opposition. It 
received the royal assent on the 29th of June. 

The preamble states that the duties were laid "for the better 
support of government, and, the administration of the colonies." 
One clause enabled the Crown, by sign manual, to establish a 
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general civil list throughout ·e~ery province of North America, to 
an indefinite extent, with salaries, pensions, or appointments. It 
provides, that after all such miniiterial warrants, under the sign 
manual, "as are thought proper and necessary," shall be satis­
fied, the ffl!idue of tlie revenue shall be at the disposal of Parlia­
ment. Contemporaneously with the Stamp Act a law·had been 
pa.aaed by Parliament, that obliged the several Auemblies to pro­
vide quarters for the soldiers, and furnish them with fire, beds; 
candles, and other articles, at the expense of their respective 
colonies. 

The British goYemment retleiving intelligence that New York 
had refused to provide for quartering the troops, a law was passed 
" for restraining the Assembly of that province from all legislative 
functions, until it bad complied with the Act of Parliament for the 
furnishing his Majesty's troops with the· r_equisito necessaries." 
The suspension of the House of Representatives in one colony 
justly excited alarm in all the rest ; for it was perceived that, by 
a parity of reason, others might be put on their trial for good be­
havior, of which the British Ministry would be the sole judges. 
Georgia displayed some stubbornness on this same point; but the 
withdrawal of the troops, leaving the colony exposed to Indian 
invasion from without, and negro insurrection within, soon brought 
the A!ISOmbly to terms .. 

The Parliament also passed an act for establishing a Custom 
House and a Board of Commissioners in America. The act ·was 
to come into operation after the 20th day of November; and, in 
the beginning of that month, three commissioners arrived at 
Boston. The colonists, believing that this board was designed 
to enforce the new duties, were inflamed against them and their 
employers to the highest degree, and pro~ounced the appointment 
unconstitutional and oppressive. This measure called forth ad­
ditional essays ·on colonial riglits, and, among others, the cele· 
brated "Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania to the Inhabit­
ants of the British Colonies," which had a rapid and exteuive 
circulation throughout North America. The passage of these 
acts, and the determination they evinced to raise a transatlantic 
revenue, brought the Provincials in a body to the ground origin­
ally taken by Otis, that imposts on trade, if designed for fixed 
purposes, were just as much a violation of their r~hts as any 
other tax. The acts accordingly 'met every where with ·the 
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utm01t opposition, and were denounced in reaolves, ~titioiUI, ad. 
dresses, and remonatrances. _ 

Early in February the Pennaylvanian Assembly too\ into con­
sideration che act imP9fing duties on paper, glaaa, paints, and 
teas, and gave-positive .instructions to- ita agents to unite with 
those· of the other . plantations, in applying to Parliament for re­
lief. The A88embly of M888&chuaetta adopted a more grave alid 
extenaive measure. They ,drew up a circular letter-to the aisier 
colonies, in which they obaeryed that " they had taken i!ltO their 
serious coRBideration the great difficulties that must accJUe to 
themsel-ves and the~r constituenttl, by the ·operation of 'several 
acta of Parliament, imposing duties on the American proviocea," 
related the steps which they had taken in petitioning the king, 
and requested their co-operation in suitable measures to obtain 

· redress. · 
In their instructions to their agent, which is a very ably· writ­

ten paper, they furnished him, a't length, with th" arguments 
best .llllited to serve their cause. 

"It1s the glory of the British Conatitution," they said', "that 
it baa ita foundation in the laws of God and Nature. It is a 
natur4l and e88ential right, that a man shall quietly enjoy and 
have the sole disposal of his own property. This is recognized 
in the constitution. . And this natural and constitutional priyi­
lege is so familiar to the people in America, that it would be 
diffieult, if poaaible, to convince them, that.any necessity can ren­
der it just and equitable· that Parliament should impose duties or 
~xes on them, lntemal or external, for the ~le purpose of raising 
a revenue. The reason is obvioua, that they are qot represented, 
and their censent can not constitutionally be had in Parliament." 
"The ,lleCurity of property and right is the great end of ~ovem­
ment; aGd aueh measures as render right and property precarious, 
tend to destroy government also . . But what· property can .the 
coloniRta be supposed to have, if their. money can be granted 
away by others, and without their own consent? Yet this is the 
case at present, for ~hey were in no -sense represented in Parlia­
ment, when the act for raising a reven~e in -America wu pused. 
The Stamp Act was cOmplained !)f •• a grievance; and is. there 
any difference bet'!~n the late ac~ and that 1· They were both 
deaigned to raise a revenue." ' 

Amid tl!.eae diatraqtiOIUI, 4 ~w ~})l.ialuqen_t :wu ""•ted ia 
lf 
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England, tiy which a Secretary of State was appointed to the 
department of the colonies, superseding, in many particulars, the 
power and authority ot the Board of Trade, which w,as a most 
·unwise measure. The letter of Massachusetts to the Assemblies 
of the ~ther provinces, occasioned an order from Lord Htllsbor· 
ough, who "first filled the new· office, to the king' a representative, 
to call on the General Court to rescind the resolution ·on which 
it was founded, on pain of dissolution ; while. he, at the same 
time, addreued a circular dispatch to the governors of the several 
provinces to whom' the seditious letter had been sent. "As his 
Majesty," he observed, ''considers this measure to be of the most 
dangerous and factious teridenoy, calculated to infiame the mindi 
of his good subjects in the colonies, and promote an unwarranta· 
ble oombination, and to exbi.bit an open opposition to, and denial 
of the ·authority of Parliament, and to subvert the true principles 
of the constitution, it iii his :Majesty's pleasure, that you should 
immediately, upon the receipt hereof, exert your utmost influence 
~o defeat this. flagitious attempt to disturb . the public ·peace, 
'by prevailing upon . the Assembly of your province to take no 
n?tice of it, which wiN. .be treating it with the . contempt it 
deserves.'' . 

When the de~~nd was .made on · the ~iieral Court to ~escind 
the obnoxious proceedinga, they replied to the governor that 
11 that resolution has ·now no existence but as a mere historical 
faot. Your Excellency must- know that it is, to speak in the 
lang\lage of the· common law, not now executory, but to all in­
tents and purpOses executed. If, .as is most probable, by 'the 
word • resoinding' is intended the passing a vote in direct and ex· 
press disapproba,tion of the me~;~.sure taken by the former House as 
illegal, inflammatory, and tending. t.o promote unjustifiable com­
·binations against his Majesty's •peaoe, crown, and dignity, we 
must take the liberty to teatify and publicly to declare that we 
take it to be the native, inherent, and indefeasible right of the 
subject, jointly or severally, to petitioa the king for · the .redr81l8 
of'grievancell'; provided always that the sanie be done in a decent, 
dutiful, and constitutional. way, without tumult,· diaorder, and 
confusion. If the votes of the House are to be controlled by the 
direction of a Minister, .we have left ua but a. vain aembiance of 
liberty. We have now only to inform you, that. this Houae 
laave Toted not to raeciod; and that, on a d~.Won oa t\le qU88tion, 
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there were nfnety-two nays, and seventeen yeas." The next day 
the governor dissolved the Assembly. 

Most of the other legi-slatures approved of the transactions of 
Massachusetts, and harmonized with that colony in resoht;s and 
petitions. Connecticut, New Jersey, Virginia, and Georgia had 
given . a cordial response to its . circular, and in Maryland and 
New York, Lord Hillsborough's interference produced an effect 
the oppo11ite of what he desired. The BurgeS&es of Virginia voted 
a memorial t.o the· Lords, and a remonstrance to the Commons, 
against the late acts of Parliament. They dwelt with .particular 
fOrce upon the act suspending the legislative powers of the New 
Ydrk Assembly. In consequence of.these resolutions Lord Boute­
tourt, who had succeeded Fauquier as governor, dissolved the 
local Parliament. The Assen:iblies of Maryland .and Georgia 
having approved the proceedings ofl\'lauachusetts·, were a]SQ dis­
solved. The New York Assembly stiU obstinately refusing to 
make the required provision for the troops, that body was dissolved 
in like manner. 

But this appeal to the people made no change. in the character 
or 'temper of the BurgeSSC6. At a new election, the popular sido 
was even . strengthened. M?&n:ovhile the· merchants had been 
greatly irritated hy increased strictness in the collection-of duties; 
and by suits even for-past breaches ofthe revenue laws . . ,Great 
offense was also taken on another subjeot: on the arrival of the 
si90p "Liberty," laden with wine.from Madeira, ~i appeared_ that 
she had discharged her cargo, and in part reloaded with a l}uan­
tity of oil, which·was done \lnder pretense of converting her into 
a storf!, witllc?ut any attention h~ving been paid to the new faws, 
or to the Custom Hou~ regulations. Upon tbe seizure, the offi­
cers made a signal-·w the " Romney" ·man-<~f-war, and her bolil!l 
.were sent manned .and armed, who cut away the sloop's fasts, 
and conveyed her under .the protection of that shi-p: The popu­
lace, having' as~mbled in gre~t crowds u_pon this occasion, pelted 
the commissioners of the customs with stones, broke one of their 
swords, 11nd treated them ·in e\?ery respect with the greatest out­
rage; after which . they attacked their houses, demolished. the 
windows, and ·hauled the collector's boat to the Common, where 
they barned it, to the great delight of th.e mob. 'fhe officers of 
the customs, upon these extraordinary actl" of violence, found it 
nece.ary for tho HCUrity of their lives to Ntire oo, board the maa-
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of·Wflr, from whence they removed to Castle William, a fortifi· 
cation on a small island in the harbor, where they resumed the 
functions of their office. ' 

In the mean .time, town meetings were held, and a remon· 
strance presented to the governor, in "'hich . the rights they 
claimed were supported in direct oppoeition to the Imperial Leg­
islature, and .an extraordinary requisition made that he. would 
issue an order for the departure of his Majesty's ship the" Rom· 
ney" out of.the harbor. While things were in this unhappy situ· 
ation, two regiments were ordered from Ireland to support the 
civil government, and several detachments from different parts 
of the continent· rendezvoused at Halifax:- for th'e same purpose. 
No menace mt~-de by the most dangerous and cru~l enemy could 
excite a greater alarm than this i~telligence did at Boston, 
where it was regarded as an act of invasion or conquest. Upon 
the first rumor of it, a meeting of the inhabitants was immediate­
ly surnmoned at Faneuil Hall, where they chose-one of theit late 
popular representatives as moderator. A committee was ·then 
appointed to wait on the governor, to know wliat grounds he bad 
for intimations he haul lately given that -some regimeD.ts of his 
Majesty'@ forces were expected in· tltat town, and. at the same 
time. to petition him to 'issue precepts to convene a General A.­
sembly. 'J:'he governor answered that his information about the 
arrivo.l of the troops was of a priv.ate nature, and th&.t be could 
not caU another Assembly uutil he received his Majesty's instruo­
ti9n&, undor whose consid~ra.tion it now was. 
· A committee, . which· had been appoi1.1ted to consider of th_, 

present state of afiairs, ga-ve in their report a long declaration 
and recital of their rights, and the supposed infr_actions of them, 
which had· been lately made; and paSI!ed several hasty resolutions, 
particularly in r1igard to· the · legal~ty of raising or keeping a 
atandiag arrny among them.without their own consent. Among 
other things they recommt'nded ·a convention of delegates to be 
chosen. But the moat extraordinary. act of this town-meeting 
wu a requisition ·to the inhabiJants that, as there w~ a prevail­
ing apprehenJion in the min'ds of many of a war with France, 
they should accortlingly be provided with arms, ammunition, and 
the nece818ry accoutrements, &0 ai to be properly prepared in ease 
of sudde]l danger. A clay of publi.c prayer .ud fasting was th-:n 
appointed, and the meeti!IJ dissolved. Ninety-six towna appoint· 
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ed committees to attend the convention, whose fint act ()n assem­
bling was to send a message to the governor, in which they ·dis­
claimed all prete.nse to any authoritative acts, stating that they 
were chosen by the _several towns1 and came freely . and volunta­
rily, at the earnest desire of the people, to consult and advise 
such measures as might promote peace and good order in their 
present alarming situation. They then reiterated their griev­
ances, complained that they were grossly misrepr~seilted in Great 
Britain, and pressed the governor in the most urgent terms to 
convoke a General Assembly. In reply, he admonished them, 
as a friend to the province,. and a well-wisher· to themselves; to 
separate immediately .. This a.Dswer produ('~ a met!S!lge, where­
in they justified their meeting as being only an assel;Ilblage of 
private Jlflrsons, and desired explanations as to the criminality 
.with which their proceedings were charged., The governor re-

-fused to receive that or any other communication from them, as 
it would· -be admitting them to be a leg!il assembly, which he 
would Dot by any means allow. The· convention then appoint­
ed a committee, who drew up a report, in which they assigned 
the causes of their meeting, disclai~ed all pretense to any author­
ity whatsoever, and recommended the people to pay the greatest 
deference to Government, and to wait with patienoe for the result 
of his Majesty's wisdom and clemency for a redress of their 
grievances. Having then prepared ·a representation of their oon­
duct, af!d a detail of many of the late transactions, to be trans­
mitted to their agent in London, they returned to their homes. 
The day after they adjottmed, the fleet from -Halifax, consistillg 
of several frigates and sloops 'of wat_ and some transports. with 
two regiments· and a 'd_etachment of artillery, arriv~d il:i _the har­
bor. When the Council was called upon to tinll accommodation 
for them, they insisted that they should occup}' the barracks out 
'of the_ town, at t~li' Castle ;·· for if the abt for quartering soldiers 
wall at all applicable to theJil, it could only be so when no other 
provision could 'he found. When peremptorily ordered to do so, 
they said that it wa_s the duty' of the select-men, who, when ap­
plied to, shifted off the task upon the justices, who in tlieir tum 
replied that raising or expending money belonged I!Olely to the 
General Court. In the mean time two regiments were ·lan4ed; 
one was encamped on·tbe Common, and the other lodged'in the 
Town Hall and other places; while preparation was made by the 
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goTernor for ere~ting a building for their reception ; b~t . this 
was ao.ob demolished by the mob. 

When Parliament assembled, all the papers· relating to the 
colonies, . and particularly to the recent riots in Massaohusettl, 
were laid before the two Hou8t'8. ·The Lords severely censured 
those proceedings,. particularly the convention held at Boston. 
They approved of the conduct of the Ministry, •nd recommended 
instruction!! to the governor of Maua:chuaetts: to 1obtain full in· 
formation of all treasons, and to transmit the offenders to En· 
gland, to be tried. there. under- an old statute of Hen~ VII( for 
the punishment of treasons, comlnitted out of the kingdom.*. 

In the apririg of 1769 writs were iBBued for the choiCE! of repr.e­
sentatives; to · meet at Boston, on the last Wednesday of May. 
When tliey assembled, before attending to. the usual businei!B of 
the se8sion, or choosi_ng Councilors, .the House adopted resolutions 
and a protest, in which they declared that they woulcl, to the 
utmost of their power, support and maintain a constitutional 
freedom in their elections, debates, and delil!erations, that having 
an armed force by sea and laRd, in and near the metropolis, while 
the Legislature was in sei!Sion, was a breach of privil~e. and 
inconsistent with that dignity and freec1>m with which they had 
a right to deliberate and determine ; and they proceede.d to take 
p•rt in the electtons of the day, from neceBBity only. ·When the 
governor found the House t.):ms firm, he adjourned the General 
Court to Cam~~dge ; and ther~ again reminded them, that much 
time had been spent, and .the public businellS still remained un· 
done. ·He stated wbat hP- th<1ught necessary -to ~attended to, 
and requested them to dispatCh it, that the Legislature might be 
adjourned. · • 

"We have already declared," they said, " our. sense of the 
iDjury done this people, by the exertions of a few selfish men, 
who have caused, the quartering of regular troops among us in a 
time of peace 1 even in. time of war, the act of Parliament on1y 
requires provision to be made by a oolohy for a short period, while 
they are on their. way to_ their ..final destination. The whole 
continent has been sometime distresaed with acts of Parliament, 
imposing taxes, for the purposes of raising a revenue from the 
people without their consent, or those of their represeo._tatives, and 
We take ~eave - to !I&Y th!it we d~em all such acta to be for laying 

• See Bradford.'• Hiat. Mua. 
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a tribute for the purpose _of dissipation among penaionen aad. 
plaoemen. '.And if the present be contin~ed. it will be diffioult 
to distinguish the case of widows and orphans iu, America, plun-· 
dered by infamous informers, from those who .suffered under the 
most.opp1·essive of the Ro111an governors of provincea. TheJree 
representatives of the yet free people of America are .called upon 
to advance such sums of money, as those may demlUld oveF whom 
we have ·no controL As the agents of the peopl~. we ought -to 
grant only what we think reasona,ble, and they have' ability to 
pay. Your Excellency must excuae us, therefqre, in this explicit 
declaration, that as we can not consistenlly witk our 1wnor 9r 
interest, a7Ul muck less witk tke duty we owe · our. constituetus, so 
we shall never make pO'IJ'isUm for tke pu~ in your t~ mes-
sages mentiOned." . ' 

Finding the representatives uum8.Jlageable, Governor Bernard 
prorogued the Legislature, and depar.ted for England, leaving the 
administration in the hands of the lieutenant-governor, Hutchin· 
son. Not long after, the grand jury of Suffolk county fou11d 
indictments against him for libel, in writing letters tD the kjng's 
Ministers, in which be slandered. t)le inhabitants of the provin.ce. 
The spirit evinced ~n Massachusetts and Virginia, the two lead­
ing colonies, pervaded almost the who~e continent. Tb&A.uern~ly 
of South .Carolina refused. tp find quarters for the trt10ps sent. to 
that province, and they adopted the resolu tiona of Virginia, as did 
also the delegates of Maryl~nd and Delaware. · ·1 · 

The Legislature of North Carolina did the able thing, .and 
was dissolved i~ consequence ; but the members immedi&~ly re­
assembled. in their private capacity, as had ~~~ do~;~& in Virginia, 

. and en~ered into a non·importat~on. agreement, which now, for 
the first time, became pretty general. It had been adopted ~Veli 
in· Georgia and RhodQ Island, hitherto very backward.. . Ne.w 
Hampshire, .also, ~~ spite of Governor Went\yorth's influence, was 
forced into it by threats ef non-intercourse. 

The partisans of .the mother c.ountry. were ~ stigaia~zed as 
Tories, while the oppc:lnents of Parliamentary taxation iook the 
name of Whigs, . terms well understood iu. Engla.n,d. Toward 
the close of the aeuion of Parliament, Pownall moved th~ repeal 
of T9wnshend's Act. But instead of meeting the pt~asure by a 
direct negati·v~, t~e Ministers proposed. a 'refete,~Wc.ot' the subject 
to the next year. Shortly after the~ prorogation, , ~rd HillS.: 
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borou«h addreseed a circular to the colonial governorl!l, announcing 
the intention to repeal the -clauses of the ·aet that imposed duties 
on Britith good&, it being regarded as " contrary to the true 
principles of commerce/' But the duty on tea, -and the· right of 
parliamentary taxation being still adhered to, this concession had 
little effect. • The seventeen months during which the British 
troops had been etat.ioned in Boston (notwithstanding the Jlgree­
ment of the commanding officer to use only -a single drum and 
fife on Sundays) had by no means reconciled .the townspeople to· 
their presence. The soldieri ·were subject to every species. of 
annoyance. - Wherever they went, they we~;e followed · by mobs, 
pelted, hooted at, and insulted. If found alone, they were hu!tlcd 
or ·beaten; if' in email ·parties, they were challenged fo light, or 
provoked to commit a breach of the peace. At hu1t, they were 
compelled either to-remain in their quattei'B,' or to go id suffi· 
cient numbere to defend . therrleelves. So systematic and open 
wae this ill-usage, that the people did not even abstain from it 
when the" soldiei'B 'were 011 duty; and on one occasion attar.ked 
a picket-guard of eight men so furiously, that they fired into · 
the· crowd, killing three persons, and dangerously wounding five 
othei'B. 

Tbia wae the result aimed ai throu~out. The bells were 
tung, and a cry ipread. through the town, "The ·soldiers a~e 
rising." :It was late at nigh\; but the population poured into 
the atreets; nor was it without difficulty that a general combat 
wae prevented. The next morning, at an early hour, Faneuil 
Hall was filled with an excited· and indignant assembly. At a 
town meeting, legally warned, held that afternoon in the Old 
South Meeting Houfj6, th& largest building in the town, it was 
voted " that Dothi!)g could· be expected to restore peace, and 
prevent bloo4 and carnage, but the immediate replovai of the 
troops."t ·The funeral of the slain, attend~ by a vast concourse 
of people, was celebrated with all pDEsible pomp. The story' of 
the "Boston .Massacrre," as it was called, exaggerated into a fe­
rociOlls and unprovoked aisault by brutal soldieJ'B on a defenseless 
people, produced every· where intense excitement. · The o'fficer 
and picket-guard were indicted, and t'ried for murder. They 
were defended, h9wever, by Jolm Adams and Josiah Quincy, two 
young lawyen among the most zealous in the popular cause ; 

• See Hildreth'• Hiot. United State.. t Ibid. 
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and- 10 clear a cue was made out in their behalf, that they were 
all acquitted, except two, whe were found guilty of manalaughter, 
and &lightly punished. 

By a singular coincidence, on the very day that this happened 
_in Boston, Lord North brought fot;Ward the promiaed motion to 
repeal the whole of Townshend's Act, except the duty on tea. 
"That," he observed," had been the aeouioli. of mol't dangerou11, 
violent,· and illegal,....combiutions in America agaiast the import­
atien and ~ee of British manufactares. . The Engliah merehanta 
had petitioned against it. As to articles of British produce, ever 
to have taXed them was indeed an absurd violation of established 
policy.· The tax on tea stood on a different ground. ·When 
tlia~ was imposed, a drawback had been allowed on the exporta­
tion of tea to America ; and as the colonists were thus reli~ved 
of a duty amounting -on an a.verage to a shilling a pound, they 
had no ri~ht to complain of a tax of three-pence, since they gain­
ed, in fact, nine-pence in the pound by the change. He could have 
wiihed to repeal the whole act, could that have been done wi~out 
giving up the .right of taxing the- colonies-a righi he ·would COil• 

tend for to the. last hour of lii1 ·life. The proposed repeal, witb­
ou~ any relaxation of authority, was intended aa a persuasive to 
bring the colof!ists back to their duty. The existing combinations 
in the colonies against the use of British manufactures; be thought 
would soon come io an end. The obno~oua Quartering Act, 
limited by its terms to three years, was auft(ued silently to expire. 
But the Sugar Act, and· especially the tax on tea, as they involved 
the · whole principle. of parliamentary taxation, ·were quite suffi-
cient to keep rip the discontent of tlie colonies."• · 

In the summer of J 770, the lieutenant-governor iurrendered 
the fortren of Castle l~and into the banda of the commaO:ding 
officer of the British troops. The House of- ltepreeentativea· Je­

monstrated against it, as a gron breach of trust, and a moat rep­
rehensible disreg11.rd of the rights. and safetY of the peo.ple. But 
hi! ple!lded ministerial instructions, and order~~ fr?m . General 
Gage at Ne:w York. To their ag~nts in London; l<'ranklin -an4 
Lee, the A~mbly wrote, in moat pressing terms, to procure them 
redren. The former, with his usual· sagacity, foresaw the result 
of these continual struggles between the irnperial and loc.allegia­
laturea. In one of his lettera, dated. in May, 177.J, he said" he 

• St'e Drttdfot'd. 
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saw, in the policy of administration, that the seeds were IO'Wiug 
for a total disunion of the two countries. Men are appointed to 
office and power by th~ :Ministry, who will be insolent and rapa­
cious, and who will become odious to the people, and will mis­
represent and calumniate them. They. ·will complain, and apply 
to the parent government for more power, and for aid from the 
military. The oppreuiona on the people will lead to riots and 
violences. Greater force and rigor will be neceaeary to keep the 
people in subjection. Force will beget force in oppc?Sition.- War 
will ensue, and the alternative will be abaolut• slavery or inde­
pendence. I 11:m no prophet ; but history shows that by such 
steps great en1pires have been divided." , 

When the usual pr~l)lmation for a public thanksgiring w~ 
isaued, in the fall of 1 771, the people of Boston prevailed on the 
clergy of the town, and of some places in the country, to omit 
reading it. Their objectloa: to it was "that it called on the peo­
ple to give thAnks for their civil and religious liberties." They 
said," it wu not true, and that it would be ackn~wledging their 
political rights remained unimpaired, which all knew not to be 
the case. Their rights were denied and violated, and it would 
be mockery to thank ~eaven· for the continuance of such a state 
of things. , .The partial repeal of the .taxea under the new act 
was considered so· unsatisfactory; that some of the principal towns 
agreed that no tea should be imported, and that if any should be 
brought into their parts it should be· smuggled, to. avoid the pay­
ment of duty. An a~iation was formed at the same time, not 
to use it until the obnoxious act should be repealea. The gover­
nor ha:ying announced to -~he Legislature that he had received 
instructions that his aalary and those of the judges, _wonll) be paid 
by the Crow_n, instead of the prQvince, in which the amount had 
hitbert~r been a-subject of continual agitation, they were unwilling 
to be deprived of this source of annoyance . . Far from regarding 

. this paym,ent as a favor, the House .<fenonnce4 it as. a violation 
of .the charter-no. better in fact than a standing bribe. After . 
the Court had adjourned, the people of Boston took up the mat­
ter. A town meeting was held, at which a-large committee of 
the most active popular leadors was appointed to state the rights 
of ·the colonists, especially those of Masaachusett.s, " a.s men, . as 
Chrisiiit.na, and as Bi-iti&h subjects;" to communicate and publish 
the laDle to the eoveral towns of the province and to the world, 
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with the infringements and violations from time to time made, 
and to request their sentiments on the subject.• 

Adams renaercd. himself prominent by his publications on this 
topic. He argued that ~he judges did not, in fact, hold their 
offices during good beha~or; though 11uch ought to be the tenure, 
for there was . great danget of their becoming the mere tools of 
the British Government. Such was the temper· of the times, 
that·when the governor requested that the Province House, so 
called, in Boston, which, had often been' the residence of-the chief 
magistrate, might be repaired and made fit for the reception of 
his family, the Court replied, that the buil<Hng waa intended for 
a governor who received his support from them ; but aa he choae 
to be maintained by the BPitish Government, and declined a 
salary oJfered,by the province.?- they qid not feel obliged to be at 
any expense for ·his acoomm()dation.. So much waa the import­
ance of this matter exaggerated, that the committee .to whom it 
was referred made a long report, in which they thought jt neces­
s&IJ" to preface this dreadful grievance, by asserting their inalien" 
able and natural rights as men, for which they were indebted to 
none but their. Creator,-and with which no governmen"'t.or ·prince 
might interfere except by c;onsent 't;lr contract. They then ·went 
on to clairn equal privileges with their brethren in Engl~nd, who 
were represented in Parliament. They adtled tha't .the Christian 
religion gave its~ sanction to their views of civil liberty, and justi­
fied the authority which· their fathers had .always exercised. 
'fhey then referred to their grie,•ance~, and to ·the varioua in­
stanC61!· in which their rights had been 'infringed; and ·~pecially 
to the flagrant attempt of the .Crown to bribt> the governor and 
judges by paying their salaries. In their circular. ~letter to the 
other towns in the province, they expressed their ·fjilll'& " that a 
system of despotism and oppression waa preparing, wlric~ unleaa 
soon and vigorously opposed, wou.ld seal their political degrada­
tion." "Th~y shouid deeply regret," they said, "jf there were 
not a spirit still existing such as animated theiY anceatol'll, which 
induced th!!m, in the face of every difficulty and· danger, to forsakes 
their native country, and ·make· a settlement on bare creation. 
They were not afraid OJ poverty, but they disdained $/.avery." 

Moat of tht' towns ia the Jirovince replied to this address, and 
manifested t~e same ~~compromising temper. Nearly ,e. whole 

• See.Hildreth and Bradford. 
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lellion of their lesislature was 04l;CUpied wilh thia mbjeet. The 
Ho,uee requested the judges to decline receiving ·their aalarie1 
from England. · Three of them declared-their readinni to accept 
them from the province, u they had done. But Mr. Oliver; the 
Chief J ustiee, •id, "he dare Jiot decline drawing it from Engla11d 
without leave nnt obtained from the king." Jt ~U .~bell Toted 
that, by this conduct be bad become obnoxious to the good people 
of the proTince, and had rendered himeelf unfit to bold the office 
of a justice of the Conrt. , .The Houao then remonstrated to the 
governor aDd Counail against .the conduct of the Chief J utiee, 
and prayed for his removal from office. The .former refaeed to 
oonmlt with them·on. the subject, .on the ground that it belonged 
to the king alone to suspend or recall him. · The A~~embly ~h~n 
addreseed tbemeelvet to the Council, and requested the goyem• 
to have the .matter submitted to the board, but he took no notice 
of the application.• The delegates thereupon reeolved by a vow 
of ninety-six to nine, to impeach the Chief Justice 9f high crimea 
and misdemeanors, and both the bfanches, paued a resolution for 
the adjournment of the. Court to a diatant day. It was proposed 
in the .A.eeembly to. mem~rialize the king to recall the gov.ernor, 
who had thUII interposed ~is shield to protect the judges ; but it 
wu opposed by one of the members (Hawley) on thi1 remark­
able. grou·nd, "as his remove would deprive them of a cause .of 
clamor."t A better key to· their conduct is not to be found in 
the whole of their history. 

The people were 80 far wrought upon by these mea!!_ures, t})at 
the grandjurie, in Middlesex and Worcester, where the auperiol" 
Courts were held i11 April, refused to take ,the usual oaths, or to 
proceed to busin01111, until they were assur~ that Chief Justice 
Oliver would not· attend. When a population bad been 80 long 
trained to disreganl authority·, it was. natural that.'they ahould 
soon break ·out into ·open acts of violenee:t The •iGaspe," an 
armed schooner, which had been ·stlltioned at ProTidence, and 
bad been very aliiduo~ in supporting the laws of trade, excited 
much re&entment by firing at the Providence packets, to oblige 
the masters to take down their colora, and by chasing them, in 
oaee qf refusal, even into the -docks. A packet coming up to 
Providence With pa.uengera, and refu&iilg to pay that tribute of 

• See Bradford. . t Chalmers'• Billt. Am. Col. 
t See Bolmea'• Aunall. · Hildreth. 
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respect, was fired at hf the lieutenant, and chased. It being 
about high water, the packet stood in as closely as possible with 
the land, designing that the &Chooner ahonld be run aground in the 
purauit, The artifice succeeded. The "Gaspe" was sooa fast, 
and the other proceeded to Providence, where a plan was laid to 
destroy the obnoxious. vessel. Captain Whimple was immedi· 
ately employed· to beat up for volunteers; .several whaleboats 
were procured, and filled with armed men ; and about two 
o'clock the next morning, they boar~ed her a11 she lay aground. 
The lieutenant, with . whatever was mpet valuablt> to him, was 
sent a,ihore, with the crew ; and the cutter, with all her stores, 
was burned. A reward of five hundred pounds, together with a 
pardon, . if claimed by an accomplice, was offered by_ proclama· 

. tion; for dilieovering and apprehending ·any person concerned in 
this action. 

·In consequence of this daring outrage, an act of Parliament 
was passed, for sending to England for trial, all persons concerned, 
in the oolonies, in burning or.deatroying his Majeorty's ships, dook­
yards, or military stores. 131lt though the perpetrators were well 
known, no.legal evidence could be obtained against them. The 
British Government, though determined to carry into execution 
.the duty on tea, attempted to effect by policy, what was found to 
be impracticable by constraint. The measurea of the coionists 
had already produeed auch a diminution of exporta from Great 
Britain, that ,the Warehouses. of the East India Company con­
tainec\ about seventeen millions of pounds of tea, for which a 
market could not readily ·be procured. The unwillingness of the 
dueetors to lose theit commeroial profits, and of the Ministry to 
forego the expected revenue. from the sale of it in America, led 
·to a comprvmise for 'the security of both. The former were 
authorized by law to export their•tea free of duties to all placea 
whatever; by which regulation, though loaded with an excep­
tionable tax, it would come cheaper to America, than before it 
had been made a source of revenue. 

The crisis DOW approached, when the colonies were to decide, 
whe~her they would submit to ·be taxed by -the Briti:sh Parlia­
ll)ent, or practically auppo~. their own principles, and : meet the 
oo~uencea. One 11e11timent .appears to have ~rvaded t~e en­
tire C9Dtinent. The new Ministerial plan was considered u a 
direct attack on the li~rties of the colonists, which it ·was the 
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duty of all to oppoee ; apd a meeting was held, when the agree­
ment not to purnhaae or use tea was revived, and it was further 
determined that the article abould not be landed at aU. The 
consigot.-es were desired n~t to receive it, or allow it to be taken 
from the vessels. . They declined giving any such promise. ~ 
second meeting was called, wh'en it was voted, " that the duty 
on tea wu a tax on the people, imposed without their consent ; 
and that sending the article into the province in this manner 
was an attempt to enforce the plan of the Ministry to raise a 
revenue, and was therefore a direct attack on the liberties of the 
people; aud that whoever should receive or vend the tea would 
prove himself an enemy to the country."• A committee of the 
town was again directed to wait on, the: consignees with a re­
quest that they would have no conee~n with the cargoes : but · 
they returned an evasive answer, which was declared to be· un-
aatis~ctory. · 

When the tea arrived, another .meetiug was. held in Boston, 
attended also by the inhabitanti of.<Jther towns, some of them at 
the 'distance of twenty miles. There was an unusual exciteme~t. 
It waa said "that the hour of ruin or of manly opposition had 
come." . The word went forth "for all who were friends ef the 
country~ make a united resistance te this last and wotst mea­
sure of the English administration, to use all lawful efforts to 
prevent the landing of the ·tea, and to have it retur.ned to En­
gland.'; The consignees. became alarmed, and promised to ad­
vise that it sboi:Jld be sent .bacli; but thie WID not sufficiently 
decisive to satisfy the people. · · · 

In the, mean time, application wu · macle to the governor to 
order clearances for the vessels, 'that they mig~ return ; bnt he 
declined, saying that it belonged to the officers of the customs tQ 
4ecide in such ,cases. He bad already .called upon the Council 
for advice as to a· gl.l,I!J'd to prevent riots, and. to protect }he mer­
chants in · l~ding the teas; but they refused to interfere in the 
affairs, as the· civil magistrate was competent to order it. On-the 
following day, the citizens again assembled, to learn the decision 
of the fac~ors of the ;!'eSI!els and cargoes, when the !lheriff appear­
ed with a proclamation from the governor, which declared tile 
meeting unlawful, and ordered the people to disperse. But a· vote 
passed unanimously that they would not. separate, as the meetiDg 

• Bee Bradford. 
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was regular, p.nd their object important. They again resolved 
that th«.>y would prevent the landing of the tea, at every hazard, 
and requested ·.the B.IIBiatance of ·their feltow-citizen111 from thu 
conritry towns, on due notice to be given, i( the exigency ~hould 
require it. Accordingly a number of men in disguise, as the 
meeting- broke up, at the approach of night, proceeded to the 
vessels, and soon threw -all the tea into tlie dock. 
- The people throughout the province approved of the resistance 
of the inhabitants of Boston, and declared their readineaa to sup· 
port them in opposition to all unjustt and oppreaaive meaaures of 
the British Ministry. The· ORin ion was increasing " that if they 
would maintain their rights and liberties, they must 6ght for 
them.'_' The vessel bound fur Pennsylvania was stopped four 
miles below the city, an"d information having jnst ~rrived of the 
destruction of the tea at Boston, the captain 'YaB persuaded to 
return to England without .atteJllpting to land his cargo. ·, An· 
other, similarly laden,_ d.eatined for Boston, was wrecked on Cape 
Cod. The few chests of tea, saved .from her cargo, werl) placed 
by ihe governor's order in the Castle ; but some .twenty more, 
brought by another conveyance on the private account of some 
Boston merchan~s, were thrown into tlie water. After great 
delays, ihe New York tea-ship arrive~ at Sandy Hpok. The 
pilots refused to ~ring her up, and a Committee of Vigil~nce soon 
took possession .of her. ·';('he captain waa informed by a deputa· 
tion that he must take back the ship and cargo; but the con· 
si<Tnee refused to give any orders for that purpose. Meanwhile 
aitother ve_ssel arrived, and on the aaaurance that she qad no tea 
on board, was allowed to come up to the. town. B~t a report to 
the contrary soon spread; . and the captaiG was obliged' to ac­
lwowledge that he had eighteen packages, not belonging to the 
Enst India Company, but·a private adventure. Tlie populace 
immediately seized them and threw them_ into the river. -

'A day or two afl~r, with great parade, headed by a band 
playi-ng II Gotl Save ~pe' King," the bella ringing, and colora fly­
ii•g ·from the liberty pole and the shipping, the captaia of the 
Ea!t India tea-ship waa escorted from the Custom House to a 

- pilot lk>at, which iook hirnrto the Hook, where, under the dir~ie­
tion of the II Committee of Vigilance," the anchors were weigh· 
ed, and the ves8el1 . start_ed on her homeward voy:Jge. The 
Charleeton tea-ship reached t~at city wit~out ubstructiuu, find 
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l!lnded· her cargo ; but it was slored in damp cellars, where it 
soon became utterly worthlees. . · 

Intelligence of the destruction of the ~a at Boston• was com­
municated oa the 7th of March, in a meuage from the throne,. 
to both Houses o( Parliament, and the conduct of the colonists 
represented, as not merely obstructing the commerce of the kiog­
dom,.but as subversive of the British Constitution.f_ .Although 
it wae e\>ident that the opposition to the sale of tea was common 
to all the colonies, yet the Parliament, enraged at the violence 
of Boston, selected that town as. the -object of l~lative ven­
geance. .A l>ill· was accordingly paased by which _that port was 
legally precluded from the privilege of landing and discharging, 
or of lading and shipping goods, wares, and merchandise. This 
act, which shut up the harbor of Boston, _ was speedily (ollow­
ed by another •. entitled. 'an act "for the better regulating the 
Government of Ma888chuaetta." The qbject of this law was to 
abridge the charter ofthc province in several important particu­
lars . . The C~uncil heretofore elected by· the General Court, waa 
to be nominated by the. Crown ; the Royal Governor was invest· 
ed with the power of appointing and removing all judges of·the 
inferior Courts of Common Pleas, Commisaioners of Oyer and 
Tenniner, the .Attor!ley-gcneral, Provost-marshal, Justices, 
Sheriffs, &c. ; tow11 meeting8, . which were. sanctioned· by the 
charter, were, .with few exceptions, forbidden, without leave 
previously obtained of the governor in writing, ·expresaing the 
apeeial business ~or which it was called, and with a furthQr re­
atriction; that no other matter should be treated of, except the 
election of public offi~ra ;. jurymen, who had been elected before, 
by the freeholders and inhabitanta, of the several towns, were to 
be summoDed and returned by the sherifii of the respeetiv,e copn~ 
ties. The .whole e:secutive government was tallen out of tb.e 
hands of the people, and the nomination of all important · officers 
vested in the king or his r:epresentative.i In tlie apprehension 
that, in the execution of these acts, riots would take p~ce, and 
that trials for inurdera, committed in suppressing them, would 
be partially decided by the colonists, it was provided by law, that 
if any persons were indicted ·for. a11y capital· offense, committed in 
aiding magistracy, the governor might send him to not her · 
colony, or to Great Britain, to be tried. 

• See Hildreth, vol. 11. t Holmes, vol. Il f Ibid. 
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These three acts were passed in such quick succeuion as to pro­
duce the most inflammatory effects in America, where they. were 
considered as fomiing a complete sysiem of tyranny. "By the 
first," said the' colonists, " the property of unoffending thousands 
is arbitrariiy taken away; by the second, our chartered liberlies 
are annihilated; and· by the third, our lives may be destroyed 
~th impunity." · . 

Shortly after this, General Gage. arrived at Boston, and as· 
sumed the government. Having convened the Legislature at the 
capital, be addressed them in· the usual form, and· prorogued them 
to Salem. On the reopening of the court: in reply to his inaugu· 
ral speeeh, they reflected so severely on his two' immediate prede­
ce~l't!, that he refused to hear the ans111•er read through. The 
representatives, as usual, returned to their grievances, passed· res­
olutions advil'ing the citizens. of Boston to be ·firm a~d . patient, 
and ·recommended their brethren of the other towns to assist the 
distre$ed people of the metropolis. They strongly urged -an en· 
tire abstinence from the use of British goods; and of all articles 
subject to parliamentary duties. They also requested · the gov· 
ernor to appoint a fast, and when he refused; ordered one tliem· 
sefves. They then decided "that a meeting of oommitees from the 
se.veral colonies on this continent is highly expedient and necessary, 
to consult upon the present state ofthe~untry; and the miseries to 
which we are and must \Ia reduced, by the operation of certain 
acts of Parliament ; and to· deliberate and determine on. wise and 
proper measures, to be recommended to· all the colonies, for the 
recove_ry and r-e-establishment' of our julit rights and liberties, civil 
and religious, and the restoration of union and 'harmony between 
Great Britain and A~e.rica, wbioh is_most ardently·desired by ·all 
good men." The 1st of September was designated as the . time 
of holding this Congress, and Philadelphia the place of meeting. 
The Speaker, and fo~r otbel't!, ·where chosen delegates. A treas· 
urer was appointed, and the towns were ealled npon to pay in 
their respective shares ofthe sum of £600, voted to the delegates 
in payment of their expenses, tn be asse~ on the i~babitants 
according to the last appointment of local taxes. 

Hardly was this business completed, when Gage, informed of 
what was going on. sent the provincial ilecretaiy to dissolve the 
Court. Finding the doors shut, and being denied admittance, he 
read on the steps the governor's proel~ation, and thus terminated 
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the last aession of'the laat Provincial General Court of Massachu­
setts. 

The non-importation or consumption agreement recommended 
by it, had been adopted at a meeting in Boston, in the .form of a. 
" solemn league and covenant," to commence on the first of 
October following. 

· A committee, consisting of two members from each province, 
reported at this Cengrees, a I' declaration of colonial rights," in 
which the enjoyment of life, liberty, and property were claimed. 
The privileg~ of being bound by no law to which. they l!ad not 
aseen~ed .by -their representatives, was asserted by them in. their 
character of British subjects. The sole and, exclusive power of 
legisl!Ltion for the provinces, was declared · to reside in their As­
semblies, reserviag to Parliament the enactment o~ly of those 
lawa that might be .eBSential.to the bonO, .fUk regulation of trade, 
but excluding all taxation, inter11al or' external. The common 
law of England W!ls insisted upon as the .birthright of the people, 
including a trial by jury of the vicinage, d,1e.right of public meet­
ings, and petition. A protest was also made against standing 
armies being· maintained in the colonies without their consent; 
and against legislation by Councils dependent on the Crown. 
All immunities hitherto enjoyed in the plllntations1 whether by 
charter or custom, were claimed aa established rights, beyond the 
power of the mother eouotry to abrogate. · Eleven acts "f Parlia­
ment, passed since the accession of George III., th~ Sagar, the 
Stamp, and the two Quartering Acts, the Tea, the Quebec, that 
for suspending tlie New York .Legislature,_ and the two Acts 
authorizing. the trial in Great Britain of offenses commit~ed in 
America, togethcnyith the Boston Port Bill, and th~ law for regu­
la tine:· the gl>vernment of Mllssachusetts, were enumerated in 
conciusion, as having been passed in derogation _(/oolonial,}urjsdic­
tion. . To enforce these claims, fourteen articles were agreed upon 

. a~ the basis,of an" .American Associa~ion," pledging the subscrib­
el'ij to an entire commercial non-intercourse with Great Britain, Ire­
land, and theW est lnpies, and the non-consumption of ~li and Bnt­
ish goods.: the formef'to be·extended to such provinces of North 
America aa should decline to come into the association, and to 
last till the obnoxious acts of .Parliament should be repealed. 
·The latter clauses were to commence in December, bnt those pro­
llibiting importation were postponed for nine months longer. 
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Governor Gage had issued writs for holding a General Assem· 
bly at-Salem, but afterward judied it ex~dient further to-pro­
rogue 1he meeting. The legality of the measure was questioned;_ 
and the new members, lo the number of llinety, meeting accord· 
ing to the precept, and neither the goveraor nor any substitute 
attending, theyTesolved themselves into a provincial congress, and 
soon after adjourped to Concord. They there chose Mr, John 
Hancock president ; aad appointed a committee to wait on the 
governor with a remonstrance, concluding with an earnest re­
quest that he would desist from " the construction of the fortress; 
at the !lntrance into Boston, and restore that pass to its neutral . 
state." The governor expressed hiiJllelf indignantly at their 
suppositipn of danger from English troops, to ·any except enemies; 
and warued thein to desiat from their illega-l proceedings. With· 
out regQ.I'ding his admonition, they adjourned to Cambridge, and, 
when reassemble4, they appointed a committee tp draw up a plan 
for the immediate defense ·of the province; resolve!~ to enlist a 
number of the inhabitants, to be ip._ readiness . to 1.urn out at a 
minute's warning; 'elected three general officers to command 
those minute-men and the militia, in case of their being called out 
to action ; and.appointed a committee of safety and anothet of sup­
plies. 
Th~ same congress meeting again. in November, resolved to 

raise twelve thousand men, to act on any eiPergency ; that a 
fourth part of the militia should be enlisted, as minute-men, and 
receive pay ; appointed two adilitionai general officers, -anclsent 
persons' to New Hampshire, Rhode Island, · and Conneeticut, to 
inform- those colonies of' its measures. and to request their co-ope­
ration, in making up an army. of twenty-thous~~:nd men.~ A 
committee was appointed to- correspoud with· the inhabitants of 
Canada, and a circular letter was addressed to the .several minis­
ters in the pr~v.ince, requesting their aseistance in averting the 
threatened slavery .. 

Toward t~e olose of the year, a proclamaf{1111, that had been 
issued by the king, prohibiting the exportation of military stores 
from Great Britain, reached Americ4. . The ~pie of Rbotle 
Island no sooner received an account 'of it, than tbey · removed 
from the p1;1blic battery about forty pieces of cannon ; and the 
.Assembly pUled resolutions for obtaining arma and .military 

· -Bolmu. 
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storee, and for raising and arming the inhabrtants. In New 
HamPshire, four hundred men .auailed his Majesty's castle, at 
Portsmouth, stormed it, and oonfined the garrison until they had 
broken open the magazine, and taken away the powder.• 
, The British Government did not relax it11 coercive measures 
relative to the colonies. The king, in his speech to Parliament, 
toward the cloae of the preceding year (30th November), had stated. 
" th~t a most daring spirit of resistance and disobedience to the 
laws unhappily prevailed in the province of Massachusetts, and 
bad broken forth in fresh violence of a y_ery criminal nature; that 
theae proceedings had been countenanoed and enoouraged in his 
other r.olonies, and unwarrantable attempts made· to obstruct the 
oommerce' of his. kingdom, by unlawful com'bination ; a_nd ·that 
he had taken 1uch measures, and given· BUch orders, as he judged 
moat proper and effectual for carrying .into execution· the laws 
whic~ were l'asscd in the last seuion of ihe ~ate Parliament, rel­
lltive to the province of Masliachuaetts." An addreM, proposed 
in the House of Commons, in answer to his speech, and eclloing 
it, prod~ced a warm debate, but it was carried by a large majority. 
A simila.r address was carried, after a spirited del:iate, in the 
·upper Houae, but nine Lords ente.red a protest against it. 

When the dispatches and papers relative to the .colonieil, were 
laid upon the ·table, a joint addre111 from the Lonls .and Commons, 
was presented to his Majesty, in which they returned thanka·for 
the ooru~unication of the offie\al documents; gave it as their 
opinion, that a rebellien actually existed in the province of Mas­
sachusetts Bay; besought hie Majesty to take the most effectual 
measures ·to imforoe due obedience to the laws and authority of 
the supreme legislature: and in the most solemn m·anner auured 
him, that .it was their fixed resolution, at the hazard of their 
lives and property, to 'st~~ond by his Majesty against all rebellious 
attempts, in tlie maintenance of the just rights of the Crown, 
and the two Houses of Parliament. The next day, Lorrl North 
moved for leave to bring in a bill to restrain tha trade and com· 
merce of the provinces of New Hampshire, Mauachuaetts, Rhode 
Island, and Connecticut, to Great Britain, Ireland, and the Brit· 
ish Islands in the West Indies; and to prohibit those colo~iea 
from earrying on any fishery on the banks ofNewfoundland, and 
any other places to be men,tioned in the bill, .under ce...rtain oondi-

• Bolme1. 
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fiona, and fot a limited time. After much ·opposition, in both 
Houses, the bill waa carried by a large majori~y. • 

While thia bill was depending,. 'Lord North suddenly moved 
what he termed a oonciliatory proposition, the purport of which 
was that Parliament would forbear to tax any province, which 
should engage to contribute its proportion to the support of the 
civil government, and the administration of juatiee in such colony. 
This proposition, which at an earlier• period of the dispute, would 
have been accept~ as a great boon, had now no. beneficial eft'ect. 
whatever, and· waa construed into an att-empt to divide the Pro­
vincials. 

Soon after Parliament had paased the bill for restraining the 
trade of New England, intelligence waa received that the inhab­
itants of the middle and southern colonies were supporting. their 
nortaem brethren in every measure of opposition, which occaion­
cd a second bill to be brought in and paaaed, imposing similar re­
ltrictions on the colonies of East and West J eraey, Pennsy 1 vania, 
Maryland, Virginia, South Carolina, and the counties on the. 
Delaware, The three excepted colonies declined the. favor, and 
submitted to the restraints imposed upon their- neigh !;lora. Tarring 
and feathepng, and other acts of personal outrage, became now 
so common in Massachusetts, that all suspected partisans of the 
mother country were obliged to seek refuge with the. troops. 

A considerable quantity of military stores having lieen deposit­
ed at Concord, 11,0 inland town, about eighteen miles from }Joe­
ton, General Gage proposed to destroy them. For the exeoution 
of this de.;ign, he; on the night precedjng the 19th--of April; de­
tached Lieutenant-colonel Smitls and Major Pitcairn, with eight 
hundred grenadiers and light iRfantr)l, who, at eleven .o'clock, 
embarked in boats at· the bottom of the C0mmon in Boston, crou­
ed th~. River Charles, and landing at Pllippe' farm, in Ca~bridge, 
commenced a silent and expeditious march for Concord. . On the 
arrival of the· British troops at Lexington; toward five in the 
morning, about seventy men, belonging to the minute· company 
or' that· town, were found- on the parade under arms, with whom 
a conflict arose, that ended in the death pf eight Americana. 
The British detachment then proceeded to Concord, where they 
di1ahled two .twenty-fo_ur-pounders, threw five hundred pound; of 
ball inw the river and wells, and bt:«>ke in piece~ about mty b. ... 

• IJabDel, 
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rela of ftom. All the people of the adjac~nt -cou~try, were by 
this time in arms, and attacked the retreating troops in every di­
rection. Some fired from behind atone walh and other coYerta ; 
others pressed on their rea~ ; and thus harassed, they made good 
their retreat six miles back to Lexington. Here they were found 
by Lord Percy, who, most opportunely for them, had arrived with 
a detachment of nine hundred men, and two pieces of cannon. 
The cl~ ~ring from behind atOne walla, by good marksmen, put 
them into no small confusion; but they kept up a brisk retreating 
fire on the militia and minute men. A little after sun&et, the 
regulars reached Bunker's Hill, and the next morning marched 
into Boston. · 

The battle of Lexington, as thiS skirmish was called, was a 
signal· of war. The forts, QJaguines, ant\ arsenala- throughout 
the colonies, were instantly secured for the use of the Provinciaia. 
Regular forces were raised, and money ~as i88Ued for their sup­
port. An army of twenty_ th!>usand men appeared in the en­
virons of Boiton, and formed a line of encampment from Roxbury 
to the River Mystic.' The army was soon increased by a large 
body of troops from Connecticut,. under Colonel Putnam, an old 
and experienced officer; and by these collective forces, the king' a 
troops were closely blocked up in the peninsula of BostQD: This 
was the commencement of the Revolutionary struggle. The 
battle of Breed's, or, as it is commonly called, Buuker'a Hill, 
followed on the 16th of June;·t776; and on the second of July, 
Washington, who had been unanimously chosen by the Conti· 
nental Congress, Commander-in-chief of the colonial army, arrived 
at the camp at Cambridge, and entered upon the arduous and 
difficult duties of his high and responsible office. Of the events 

. of the war I shall not attempt to gi~e any account, as they are 
wholly unconnected with the object of this work, and are ·all 
either well known or f~ly recorded in aumerous contemporaneous 
histories both English .and American. Its results are soon told. 
On the 30th of Novembel", 1783, proviaional.articles- of peace, 
between Great Britain and the United States, were agreed to be 
ineerted formally into a treaty, by which the independence of the 
lat~r was acknowledged in its fullest extent. . . 
; Thus were ·thirtee1;1 extensive and valuable colonies severed 
from Great Britain at one time. On their part, they owed their 
oriJin to dilaent and cliaaffection, and their independence to rebel· 
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ion, On the part of England, they were suffered to grow up to 
maturity in -neglect. As soon · as they beeame opulent, abe re­
solved to tax them without their consent, and iu-the contest, that 
ensued, showed. that the injustice of the measure was only equal­
ed by the imbecility with whi!lh it_ was attempted to be enforced.• 
The annals of civilized countries may be searched in vain for such 
a· series of " Rule ·and Misrule," as that exhibited by Great 
Britain ,in her condact toward her American provinces. 

• Although ·the contest waa a very unequal one, the disparity was not 10 great 
as appears at first eight. De Pradt, in ·his work entitled "Th• Coloniei," bu 
aome very jodieioua remarks on this subject. See chap. xm:.p.' 217, J,ond. Ed. 
"Three inilliona," be aaya, "of Americana felt themselves atrotlf enoogb to re· 
aist, with their whole maaa, the detachments which· En(land could send against 
them. 'England could pot a fraction of her population-a very particle-in mo­
tion. America could defend herself with all hero. She bad, therefore, no need 
so be equal to England in population, but j>nly: in that part of that p<ipulatinu 
which waa disposable ag_ain~t her ; -these never amounted to more than teo or 
twenty thousand English that could proceed to attack her; and, on her oide, it 
was w ith the wbole of her population that abe was enabled ~ repel'the attack. 
The former wer!! under .the necessity of making a long voyage, under all the 
diaa6vantageo of maritime expeditions i the American populatil!ltl w_aa at band 
in the country. The· parent state could not displace herae1f, in a body, aa a na· 
tion ; a nation, 00 .the contrary, can defend herself: with the advantage of the 
11resence of all ita members on the theatre of 'll{ar; The issue of the contest 
could not be doubtfnl, and never will 'be doubtful againat proportion oo very dif. 
ferent. In all this there is bot one thing that astonishes 01, and that is, that a 
people 10 enllgbtelled., the English ever engaged in euc)( a conteat." 
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• totion Act 31 George Ill., c. 31, divide• Canada into two Provinces-Form 
of Goveminent-.The above-n81bed Actl of Parliament tbe Cause of all the 
Canadian Trouble1-Mistake in allowing French to be the recording -Langua;_te, 
and in giving Constitutional Government before People were ready to receive 
it-First Hoo1e of Assembly-Proportion J>f Engliab and Frencb Members­
Gradual Change in CharaQCer of Delegatea-lmpeachment of Jodgea-Rp­
peated. Refereooe to Parliame6t-Lord Aylmer entreatl the Auembly to 
bring forward all their Grievances at on-Commiuiou of Jr.qoiry-Stoppage 
of S~ppli-Di•treu of Public OIBcer.-Rebellion-'l'hOr1le'a. Conduct-Ar­
rival of Lord Durham-Review-Respon1ible Government-Enumeration of 
tbe Defectl of the Sy•tem-Remedies 1uggelited: 

.AT the conclusion of the War of Independence, -there. remamed 
in po88eBBion of Great Britain but two provinces, Canada and 
Nova Scotia. The latt¢r has subsequently been. divided into _ 
two g<wemntents-one retaining its ancien~ naiiJe, and the other 
called New Brunswick. These two last I shall pasa over .alto­
gether. In, point of territory they are severally very extensive ; 
hilt their population is still . small, although it possesses the great 
advantage_of being homogeneous, well affected, and easily govern­
ed. A sketch of their political history would therefore btl devoid 
of general interest in Europe. My· re!Jlarks wiU be • exclusively 
applied to Canada ; _so much 1!0; that _althou&b there is a s'trikjng 
similarity in the cons~itution of all, I shall not even notice those 
particulars in which they differ or agree, or allude to them in any 
way whatever. That which may be made to work satisfactorily 
in a small colony, like Nova Scotia or New Brunswick, is as ob­
viously inapplicable to a vast country like Canad11., peopled by 
two irreconcilable races, as that ef Great Britain, with its House 
of Peers,· system of entail, and intrinsic connection ofChurch and 

• The firtt part of this chapter hu been abridged from more eztended worb 
of the aatbor an coloD1al matten aoci frol!l proviucial hilllllia~. , 
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Sta~ would be to an American province. It doea not follow 
therefore;, that, 'Yhere de(ects are pointed out in the stmcture of 
tbe Canadian Government, .tha! they exist elsewhere under the 
same institutions ; for the charaeter of the people, and their in· 
telligence ~ay be.10 different, that what is too democratic iq. one, 
may btl too ar~tocratieal or restrictive in the other. There, they 
may be 80 glariiJg aa to require a remedy. Here, they may not 
·be apparent, or if, perceptible,· not inconvenient. While at the 
I&IDe time, if their presaure ia felt, modification only may be neo-
eaaary, and not an organic chuge. -

for thia reason, I wish W. gu!lrd myaelf_from making aweepiJlg 
&888rtions; which, for the cauaea I have assigned, can not be in 
all caies accurate, ioa1101uch u they could Rot always stand the 
teat of univ~r&al application, I ahall not.therefore enter into any 
eompari80nl or digresaions whatever, 'but limit my obaerva~ODI to 
the " Empire Colony" of Canada, the political chan~ of which 
I shall endeavor very briefly to aketch. . 

By the Treaty <If Peace, in the year 1763, Canada wu ceded in 
full sovereignty and right to his Britannic Majesty ; and the French 
<inhabitants, wl}o choae to re~airi in the e<iuntry, were ~ured in the 
enjoyment of their property and posaeasions, and the free exeroiae 
of their religion. In the month of October following; his Majeaty 
published a proclamation f~r erecting the Government of Quebec, 
and exhorted his aubjecta, u well of Great Britain and Ireland, 
as al80 of his Colonjea in .America, to avail themaelves of the 
benefits ~d advantages that would accrue from. this great a~d 
valuable acquisitioft to their commerce, manu(actures, •nd navi· 
gation.. As an enco~ragement to them to do 80, be informed them 
that in the coqtmi~~&ion he. had forwarded to the Civil Governor; 
he had given him express power and direction• to ~ummon, 80. . 
aoon u eircumatan~ would admit, a General·A888mbly, in auch· 
manner ai~was used in thoae colonies in America, whiCh were 
under li.ia · ~aj«;~ty' 1 immediate govemm~nt ; and until a Legisla· 
ture could be organized. all persons reaorting there might confide 
in the royal protection,. for .the enjoyment of the benefit of the 
laws of his realm of England; ~hat for that purpoae, he had 
given power under the Great· Seal to the governor, to' el'eClt and 
constitute Courts of Judicature, for the hearing and determining 
of all cau11e1, aa well criminal aa civil, u near u migb~ be, agres-. 
aJiby tD the laws of EtiglaruJ; aod with Jiberty to all peraoua to 

. 0 . 
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appeal, under the UBuallimitat~ons and restrictions, to his Majesty 
in his Privy Ctturtcil. 

It appears, therefore, both from the pnielamation and commis­
sion, that the Ministry were evidently of opinion that, by the re­
fusal of General Amherst, to gi-ant to the Canadians the continu­
ance of their ancient laws and uf!agei, and by the reference made 
in. the fourth article of the definitive treaty of peace, to those 
of Great Britain, as the measure of indulgence intebded to be 
shown them with respeCt to the exercise of their religion, suffi­
cient notice had been given them that they would be governed for 
the future according to the laws of England. It is evident also, 
that the inhabitants, after being thus apprised of his Majesty's 
intention, had testified their consent by continuing to reside in 

. the country, ao4 by taking the ·oath of allegiance, when they 
might have withdrawn themaelTes, with all their effects, within 
eighteen· months; allowed by the treaty of peace for that object. 
In consequence of the introduction of the laws of England into 
tbeprovince, the· governor, in an ordinance, date<l the 17th day 
of September, ·t764, directed the Chief Justice and other judges 
of the province to determine all criminal and civil -causes, agree­
ably ·to them, with this just and prudent proviso, that the French 
laws add customs !!hould be allowed and admitted in all t'auses 
in Said court; •between the natives of the province, in which the 
eauae of action arose before the first day of October. 17{)4. 

'In oonaequenee of these instruments of government, the laws 
oj England were generally adopb:id. At this time the p<?puta­
tion of Canada amounted to 65,000 liouls, and was chiefly eon­
fined to the banks of the St. Lawrence and its tributary streams. 
As the people had now ~me British subj-ects, it was d~med 
expedient to introduce, as soon · as pouible, emigrants ·of English 
extraction, as well fdr the purpose of creating a defensive power 
within the province,.as to induce the French to acquire the lan­
guage and adopt the h'abits of their conquerors. The officers and 
l!bldiel'Bofthe army, that bad served in America during the inter·eolo­
nial wars, , w.ere rewarded with grants of land i~ the country; and 
liberal offers were made to thtl people- in the other colonies, and to 
emigrants from Europe, to remove thither.· · The faciliti~s of in­
ternal transport, the fertility of the soilf and salubrity of the cJi­
mate, operated 10 JIOwerfully, that, in a short time, the influx of 
.uaJ!pn wu so peat' as to induce the hope that it woUld speedily 
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rival the New. England states in. population and weal~h; and no 
doubt can n9w be entertained that, if the terms of the _proclama­
tion had been honestly adhered to, these expectations would have 
been fully realized. . 

As a'm!Ltter of policy, nothing eould have been more wise 
than, since it had now become a British colony, to endeavor, as 
eoon as pouible, to make it so in fact, 1111 well as in name. Tho 
first fatal error that was committed was orderil)g 'a code of la wa 
to be pJ'tl.Par.ed,. with. such modifications as would secure to the 
French the system of tenure and inheritance to which they had 
been accustomed. Tills occasioned .much del!lY· and enabled their 
leaders to repreaelit that any chapge would alienate the afiections 
of the inhabitants, who.l'fould naturally extend tQ t}J.e.govemment 
the dislike they felt to i~ institutions. ·Unfortunately, wh.ile this 
was under consideration, the time hGd anived when they could 
enforce the demands with a threat, and the rebellion, which after­
ward ,broke out in the English provinces (now constituting the 
United States), made their conciliation a matter of state policy. 
It was, therefore, determined at once to restore the Freilch laws 
as they existed at the conquest ; and the celebrated Quebec Act, 
14 Geo. III., c. 8;3, .was passed for this purpose. ';['he statute 
enacted, "that his Majesty's subjects, profesaing the religion of 
Rome, may enjoy tb.e f~ee excrciso of it, and that its .clergy may 
hold and receive their accustomed dues and rights;" and then em­
powered "his Majesty, hill heirs or successors,· to make pro~sion 
for the support of the Protestant. clergy within the said province." 
But by·far the most important clause 1'fas one, which after re-. 
citing that · the English .laws, that had pr~v:aileci there for te~ 
years, administered·and regulated under commissions to governors, 
had been found inapplicable to the state and circull)stances of ~he 
coun.try, enacted that fro~ and after the ht of May, 1775, ~he 
aid English laws and practice of courts should be aimulled. 
This flagrant violation of the promises held out in the proclama­
tion, and o{the terms upon which the people of. British· origin hall 
settled there, filled them with ilismay. They felt that they had 
the wre~ched choice presented to them of abandoning their prop­
erty, or of remaining in a miser&ble minority; to be ruled and 
governed by foreigners, whoee favor could only be conciliated. by 
their forgetting their country, tlieir language, and their religion 
u· 10011 u pollible, and be09min1 Frenchmen. 
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They aeeordi~gly lost no time in forwarding petitions, in which 
they -were joined by the merchants of Londo!~ interested in the 
North American trade, to the king and the two Honaea of Parlia· 
ment, expreaaive of their aenae of the injury .they" had sustained, 
and the misery likely to be entailed by this statute upon the 
province. No repeal, however, wu effected, and the act remained 
u it w.u passed. But the English found that their opponenta 
were first in the field, whereby they were put on the defensive'; 
ao that instead of seeking what was due to themselves, they were 
compelled to expostulate, that too great ·a share h•d been gi.-en 
to their rivals. The advant.ge the French gained by ·this poR­
tion they have constantly maintained, and it ia a tingular fut, 
that while the English have been the only ag~ party in 
the oountrg, the former have forestalled the attention of the public, 
and engrossed the whole of ita sympathy .. · After. the pe4ce of 
1783 the Loyalists withdrew from the United States, and the 
greater part of them removed into Canada, sa-crificing their happy 
hom6, and the comfortable estates, which they had previously 
·acquired and enjoyed in the revolted colonies, and preferring tha 
inhospitable wilds of the trackless forest, to yielding up their 
fidelity to their kirig. They consi!ted chiefly of the middle and 
upper classes in ·their .own country, and were an intelligellt, active 
and valuable body of men. No portion efthe British poaseaaion1 
ever received such ,. noble acqttiaition.• 

Tb6 experiment ·of settling Americ~ with republicans, and 
taxing them without their consent, bad been tried and failed. 
A fairer prospect now opened to England than ever fell to the lot 
of any E~ropean nation, for aucces~~ful Colonization. With an 
experience of nearly two ~oturiea in: the art of planting and rv­
eraing, with an imme~ territory; intersected with noble riven 
and lakes, ahi>unding in mineral wealth, and a fishery superior 
to any thing in the ~own world, •n intelligellt and devoted 

;. "I could ·:W.duce inatancee of conduct in loyali~ta ' tliat would do boaor to 
humaa nature ; but there ia ·one which I can ngt pu• 'Over, because it abowe 
with what firmnee• men will act, when they sre conecio01 tbat they have.l:akea 
the right Bide of a que•tion. A furl; wu reduced by the Americana on tbe 
River Savannah, and auch of the loyal militia u were in garriaon there, bad 
the alternative oft'ered them of enliating with the Ameriean•, or •being put to 
death. ~g the loyalilte wu a young man who deeired a few Jl!inuce• to 
con•ider the pro1'98al, and all;er a lbort pauee be reaolutely anawered, • that he 
preferred death to dilgrace,' 011 which account he wu immediately cut down." 
-Stoku 1111 tM BritUIJ Coloftia i11 Ni:wtA .Amenc., p. 43. · 
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. population, aad million• of acree of fertile land to reward. and 
incite indultry: she· poeeessed all the elemeqtJ for laying the 
foundation of a great and prosperom empire. Has she suoceed· 
ed? If not, where does the fau,lt lie l Is it in the people, or in 
the govemm,ent? If it be in the people, what has caused the 
change? If in the gonmment, why bas not a remedy been 
applied for the disease 1 The loyalists from the United .States 
united with those of their countrymen who bad previously settled 
there, in demanding a modification of the Quebec Act, and the 
~ltablilhment of a local legislature, The petition of these people 
gave rise to the act of the 31st Geo. Ill., e. 31. commonly called 
the Constitution Act, to which two laws is to be attributed all the 
trouble experien·ced ia gov~miog Canada. In the fatal ,eon· 
eellions to the French,· contained in these acts, is to be fo11nd the 
origin o( that anti-British f~eling which increased with ~ve~y 
exercise of those powers, until it aseumed the . sha~ of concen­
trated hatr.ed and open rebellion. By this latter act, Canada 
was divided into two •provinces, reepectively. oalled Upper and 
Lower Canada. To this latter country this celebrated _law gave 
&·Constitution, con~sting of a G~vernor and Exec.utive Cpuncil of 
eleven members, appoimed by the Crown ; a Legislative Council, 
forming the se,cond estate, appointed in like manner, consieting of 
fifteen members (but subsequently increased to forty), and a 
repre~~entative Aisembly or .House of Commons, composed .of fifty 
members (afterward inoreased to eighty-eight), each bavmg 
powers as nearly an&logous to those of Killg, .L..rda, and Com­
mona reepectively, as the nried circumstances of the two, coun· 
tries aad. the dependence of the oolony would admit of. . The 
enacting power thua bestowed upon the colony,. introduced from 
year to year another set of ltatutes, in addition to what they were 
subject to . already, so that the! soon bad a union of French, 
Engliah, and provincial law. , · · 

It is very difficult to conceive ho:w the statesmen who sanc­
tioned. the 8\ibeti.tution of this extraordinal'f code for th•t of En· 
gland, could have imagined that it should ever be productive_ of 
any thing but discord in a country inhabited by two races, differ­
ing u widely in origin· as in language and religion. Aoy person 
at all acquainted with the prejudicee and paseions that operate on 
man will easily UDderstand that the French, jealous of any inuo­
vation, were oonatantly euapiciowl of an intentU»n to infrinp upon 
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their'rightl and introduce a .ystem of jurisprudence with which 
they were unacquainted ; and on the other hand, that the Engliah, · 
naturally an enterprising and commercial people, found the feudal 
tenure an· intolerable burden, and epurued -with indignation the 
idea of being eubject to lbe go-rerumellt of a race whom they had 
conquered, and to the operation of Jawe, which even the, very 
nation with whom they originated had rejected, u ·unauited to 
the exigenciee of the' timee. In addition to 'the grievoua error of 
eatabliahing a eode of lawa that citted nowhere. elle, three others 
were committed of nearly equal magnitude : fint, in dmding 
Canada into two provinces, and thua eeparating the Freneh from 
the Engliah majority; eeoondly, in permitting ~e lauguage of the 
courtl and the reeor~ of the Parliament to be French ; and 
thirdly, in giving, at such an early ·period, and before the people 
were fitted to receive it, a co01titutioniU government. Not con­
tent with tbeee aetl of folly and injuatice, the French were in­
truated with an almoet exclusive poueeiion of the pOpular branch 
of the Legi!llature, and were even co01tituted at the eame time 
toll~keepen to the adjoining province. Both the .portl of Quebec 
and Montreal were &(lligaed to the French, and the· inhabitants 
of Upper Canada were thua cut off from all communication with 
the mother country, bat such· u might be granted by the .Amen­
cans or their Gallic neighbors. The experiment oC coDititutional 
governmen~ wai never tried by a people le11 qualified for the talk 
than the French Canadians. · They were, without doubt, the 
mOlt ignorant inhahitantl of any portion of .America. But few 
of them could read or write. They were even unacquainted with 
the eo~on operations of husbandtj, preferring tJJe liatleal idle­
nell engendered by a fertile soil, that yielded its production~ with­
out tbe .aicl of att, to the laborious occupations of the enterprising 
.Anglo-Saxons. .Aeeustomed to inlplicit obedience, ~hey saved 
themselves the trouble of thinking, and yielded their judgment to 
their leaders, and their conscience to their pri411ta. Yet to such a 
people was futruated the power not only of making laws, but of 
governing the English. The experienoe of all agee 'Was against 
the . e:r.peyiment. " How can be pt wildom that holdeth tb& 
plow arid that glorietb/ in the goad; that driveth oxen, ud ia 
occupied in their labor ; whoae talk ia of bulloeb ?" " They 
shit.ll oot be aought (or in publie eo1Ullels nor sit high in the 
ooagre ... tion ; ·they shall not lit in the judp'a eeat, nor mailer-
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stand the sentence of judgment; they caJ:L-not declare justice an~ 
judgment, and they ahall not be found where parables are 
spoken."• The firsi Assembly m~t on the 17th Df December, 

" 1792 ; and as tpe representation had been most injudiciously 
based on the principle of population, thirty-five out of the fifty 
members of the Ho_use were French, .,and only fifteen English, a 
minority too large ~d respectable to be suffered to continue 
longer_ than to teach thezv.ajority the fopns ~f business; and we 
accordingly find that, at a subsequent per.i.od, it was reduced to 
three .. 

The change f~o~ absoiute to constitutional 8-overnment was so 
great, that the French were lor some time trammeled by parlia­
mentary form~, with wh~ch they were wholly ~ne-oqqain~, and 

. were Rot at first·aware of the unlimited means of allnoyanoe, if 
not of control, with which they were invested ; ~d therefore we 
find them for ,some time proceed4lg with.decorum and mOderati,oa. 
~ut there were not wanting those in the c:>lany who were filled 
with alarm at the aight. of the.first Canadian AsselJlbly, which, 
even with the largest minority ever known, contained. a majority 
of more· than twice as many Frencharen as Englishmen, and pos­
sessed :the . power of increasing tha~ majority at its pleasure. 
Even those whoae faitk in the,operatien of British institutions had 
led th~ ~ hold a different opinion ~ to the result, were eom­
pel!ed. to acknowledge their error, when they found the House 
proceeding. to ~)loose a Speaker, who-admitted- his inability to ex­
press himself in English, and recording their acts in· their own 
language. They :Perceived with grief that the natural tendency 
of tliese things was to give a !lQmplete asoendency to-people of 
foreign origin in the popular branch of the Legislature, and to 
encourage iii the readers at a (utlll'e day that eXclusive ambition 
that so soon distinguished them. They ~uld not fail· also to 
draw an unfavorable contrast between tbi' extraordinary conces­
-sion, aJld the more provident conduct of the _American Congress, 
. -which, while adrqitting th~ territory of Louisiana, inhabited by 
Frenchmen, as one of·Lhe States of the Confederation, enacted 
that all minutes of pr.oceedinga in the Courts and Legialature of 
their lister State, should be excluaively recor4ed in the language 
of the constituen~y of the United States. 

The leaders 100n began to affect to peroeive a _latent danger 
• Eccl. XDTlll- 24, a:c. 
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in every act of the government·; and a bill, requiring reeton. 
curates, au,d prieeta, to read eertai .. laws after divine eervice, was 
denounced aa opening a doouor exercising an influence oTer the 
clergy, and an effort wai made to introduce in their--stead the 
eaptaina of militia, Which Wal only relin-quished to avoid the 
awkward admiseion, that too many of those oftlcen were deficient 
in the neoeuary qualification tO perform tb&t duty. Having felt 
their- way oaittiouily for a time. they commenced a system of 
high-handed measurei with eYer'f person who obstructed their 
views,-and followed it up, by removing from 'the House all persons 
attached to the Executive, and impeaching othere holding high 

.official statlona, in the hope thit, by repreaenting the adherent• 
of goYemment aa enemies to the country, 'the affections. of the 
people .would be gradually alienated· from £heir rulers, and 
ultimately prepare. them to join in those measnrea of fOrei&le re. 
siatance, which now for the fint time appear to hne been cion­
templated. To bring the local gOYeniment into contempt, it '\01 

aeoesiary to impugn the integrity' of the belleh, and the impartial 
administration. o( the law, and they therefore impeached the 
judge.. When the goYernor, whose liberal patronage had hitherto 
ahielded him from attack, deelined to'808pend theae fnnetion&ries, 
till the reeult of their oomplaint· ahould be known, and refueea to 
make their pli'Diahment precede their trial-, they reeolYed " that 
hie -Excellency, the Governor:in-obief. by hi• answer to the a!f­
dreea of the Hooae, bu violated the constitutional· right and 
priYiJegee thereof." · r 

To pe110nal persecution anoceeded financial disputes, which ex­
tended oYer the whole· period of the administrati-ons of the Duke 
of Richmond, Lord DalhouSie, and Sir James Kempt, with more 
or leu in~ty, according to the supply of fresh fuel furnished by 
irritating matter of extraneous natnre. Complaints lOOn mnlti· 
plied upon complaints ; ·public meetinge .•ere held ; violent 
speechtlll made ; Yaliant reeolutiona paeeed ; and finally delegates 
choeen to demand a n!dreu of grievances from t~ Itnpes:ial Par­
liament. . When. these pemoe ·arrived in Loooon, tlfey fOund 
publieopinion with them. It is the interest as well as the duty 
of the English to goYem their colonies kinclJY and justly.- and no 
man but a Freqob~an would affirin that t~~ir inolination requires 
the inoitement of either. , · 

The ParliameDtary Committee to whOID their complaint wal 
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preferred was oompoeed of -penona by no meaoa indispoaed toward 
the petitioners, who, after a patient and laborioua inveetigation of 
the 10bject1 in dispute, made a report, which waa acknowledged 
by the .A.embly to be both an able aud an impartial one, and 
quite · eatiafaotDry. h will be unneceeiaey to recapitulate the 
anbjeota refenecl to, c:ir to transcribe the report, u both go too 
much· into detail, but nothing can exhibit the kindneu and liber· 
ality of Parliameot more than the. latter. The manner in which 
the repoi't was· received. by the dominant . party in Canada, the 
praiae beato.wed ·upon ita authors, and the exultation they e~~ 
ed at their aucceea, deceived the government as to the source of 
theae nOisy demonatrationa of pleuure. They oo~roeived it to be 
the nat~ impillae of.generoua minda toward thoae who had thus 
kindly liatened to their 10licitatiol)8, and liberally granted .even 
more than they required. But the_y knew not their men. · It 
w.S the shout of victory that they mi,took for the plaudits of 
loyalty .. ~ It waa not .designed to greet the ears of benefactors 
with grateful acknowledgments, but to wound the feelings of their 
neighbon with the clleers of triumph, They devoted but little 
time to mut\lal congtatulations. Sten;1er ·feelings had supplied 
the place of rejoioiag. They aet· themselves busily at work tO 
improve their advantage; and having eetablished themaelves in 
the outworks which were .thus surren~ered to them. .tbey now 
tltmed their attention. to atorming the citadeL While government 

· wu engaged in earrying intQ execution tb~ recomr;nen~tiona of 
tlte committee, <with as much dispatch aa the peculiar state of 
}loUtics in Great Britain i.t that time permitted, the Assembly 
put themaelves in a ·posture of complaint again. FoUrteen reeo­
lutions_ were pused, embodfiog -410111e of the old, and embracing 
IOQle new grievances, and an agent ~ppointed to advocate their 
claitus. · 

.While repreaeatatiou in the name of the whole population 
were thus 88Dt to England, expreasing OQ}y the aentiments of 
oae portion ef the people, the aettlers of British origin were loud 
in their complaint. that they were unrepreaented, and that they 
had ao conatitutional means of being heard. But their remon· 
strancee were diuegarded, and the Al88mbly occupied itself with 
the· consideration of their own,grievan.ees. .T\lat the motives !lCo 
.tuating the c~Qminaat party might not be disclosed, and tp pre­
vent any member of the opposition from . being preeent at their o• . 
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deliberations, they adopted the extraordiQary mode of permitting 
a person moving iOr a committee to· name all the individuals 
wltom be desired to be appointed as members. 

When the fourteen. resolutions above referred to were passed, 
the governor, Lord Aylmer,. lVho had recently arrived, ·could not 
but feel astonished that the same people who .had so lately ex­
pressed their delight and satisfaction at the report of the proceed­
ings of Parliament; and who knew. that the recommendations of 
the committee were in a irain of execution, should agaill be as 
clamorous as ever ; and very prudently and propei-ly entreated 
them to p.ut an end to romplainta, by bringing forward at once 
every grievance they had, that it might be. met and redreesed at 
the nme time. The. earnest manner in which this was preSied 
upon -them, is worthy of notice. "Am I to understand," he 
said, "that the petition which I have heaf!i, conveys aU that 
the House of Aaembly have to complain of u'p to this day? Or 
am I to understand that there is something behind-some UD· 

ripe grievance or complaint, which it may be intended to- bring 
forwanl hereflfter, when those now produced shall have -been dis­
poted of? This is the information I ask of you. This, gentle­
men is the information which I will eyen implore you to afford 
me, in the name of the king our sovereign, who is .sincerity it· 
self; and In the' name of die brave and honest people of Canada, 
who are 80 well entitled to expect fair dealing in every quarter ; 
and ·now if there be any stray com9}aiat, 11.07 grievance, how­
ever inconsiderable in itself: which may have beeu ·o...,rlooked 
when this petition was adopted by the Hons-e; I beseech you, 
gentlt!men, to take it back again, in order that the deficiency 
may be suppli~ : and that thus boib king and people may be 
enabled, lit one view, to see the whole extent of what you .com-. 
plain of, and what you require." · 

· The time had now ar!Wed, (1832), when every grieVance, so 
far as the remedy lay with government, had . beea removed;'Bc· 
cording to the recommendation of the ·c:Onlmittee. Whatever 
required the eo-operation of the Aaembly themselves remained 
untouched. They had asked what they did not require, and 
hoped would· not be granted, so· that the qdium of refusal might 
serve as a pretext for further agitation. Several of .the chang'es 
solicited would have weakened their influence, ancl. the,y preferred 
to suffer things to remain as th~y were. There · now e%ilted no 
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impediment to the public tranquillity ; and ·if their intentiooa had 
been honest, we should have heard no more of Canadian discon­
t~ot. Several men of character and standing.in the colony, who 
had hit.b~ acted with the French faction, now separated them­
Jte}Ves from them, declaring that ~hey h!ld obtained all, and qveJl 
more than they had sought ; and that they· had now n.othing 
further to aak, hut to enjoy in tranquillity ~he fruita of their labor. 
When they found there was DO ~rresjloa.ding feeling in the 
b~ta of their colleagues, and that theae, conceuions were mere­
ly used as the groundwork of further changes,. they became 
alarmed, and for the fint time wete made sensible of what .the 
public had always ·known with unfeigned sorrow,. that they .bad 
all along been the dupes of tqeir own liberal notions, and the 
artifices of others. But ~bat waa t)le astoniah~~t of- Lord 
Aylmer, after tA!lir declining , the unprecedeDted requeat to 
exhibit aDJ further oomplllint, if they had any, to. find that 
i'n 1834 they w~re prepared to come -foJWard with n4lety-two 
resolutions of frah grievances ! This extraordinary step revived 
the hopes of every loyalis't throughout the colotUe&. Surely, 
they said, this last ungrateful, unprovoke4 attempt, will, ope~J. 
the eye~ of the English nation to the ulterior viewa .of. the 
French. · 
. This ·singular document is well wonhy of ~~- The 
astonishing number. of ninety·tvro ret,olutioos was well caloulated 
to delude atrangen, and to induce_ them to .. think that the evila 
under. which they labored were almost too many for enumeration. 
But it must· not be supposed, that even Canadian ex&ggeration 
could find a grievance .for each num~r. . Some were ~ply de­
clamatory,.-aud others personal. Some complimented persona on 
the- other side' of the' water, whO.e politics they tlieught resembled 
their own, an4 . others expreued or ~mplied a censure ,against 
those who were obnoxious. to them, while not a few were mere 
repetitions of what had been previously said. s.uch a state 
paper, drawn up on such an occasion, by the most eminent men 
in the House for tho perusal of the members of the Imperial Par­
liament, il! of i~lf a proof how little 'fitted the Canadians were 
for. constitutiQnal govemmen~. . · 

Th!!se resolutions, and the memorial accothpanying them,. 
were referred to a committee composed like the ,last, chiefly of 
liberal membera, Qd containing several whose opiniona were 
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well known to be fMorable to their eauee, bat after a careful 
hearing of all the delegate.-ooaJd ~ay, the committee reported u 
~lloWJ: 

•• That the moet eamt'lt anxietY had nieted on the part of 
the Home Gov~mment to carry into- eft"ect ·the mgeetione of. the 
eommittee of 1838; and that the endeavon of the gt>T81'1l1Dent 
to that end bad ~n 1ll\]'elllitting, and guided 'by & deeire, in all 
elllt!l, to. promote the interett of the colony; and that in eevenl 
important partieulan their endeavon had beea completeJyauc­
ceeeml." 

Shortly afterward. tbe whole of the pJOCeediuga of the 80TeJ'Do 
ment Iince the year 1828 ·were detailed in a.,~ l~d aDd able 
lltatement of LOrd Aberd~n, in which be elaiDll for liimeelf and 
hil colleaguee the credit of a full and faithful compliance· with 
1be recommendations of the Canada committee, u far ·u the 
powen of the exeetiti"Ye permitted them to $) 10. To thie aWe 
itate paper the reader ie referred, if be deeirel to punue the an~ 
jeet into detail. 

The peru~al of this important document p~turally suggeetB tl!o 
reflections ; fint, thaUhe faithful execution of thttreeommendatiODII 
of 1he committe& ie, 'rouGh more entitled to our approbatdl thaa 
the report itself; 1Je<10ndly, that nothing abort of -1ndependenee 
would have satisfied the Canadian Aaeembl)·· 

As the memorials addressed to government by the English and 
·French. parties, were at variance in every material point, a coin- . 
milllion of inquiry, of which 'Lord. Gosford,.the govemot, wu 
head, wu ~nt out to Canada iri 18~. Whether the commis­
sion was necessary or not, it ie not neoe4ful for mt;to eay, but it ie 
illustrative of the ·earneit desire that ·existed to .compoee these uli-

' fortunate difficulties; and aseertain "n the ap()t, how mueb of~a­
eeaaion coula be -made consistently 'With retaining the aoverei~ty 
of the country. The commissio~ were told~ ... You will ever 
bear in min~ 'th!lt ·yoq are sent on a inii!Bion of peace and conaili­
ation.' You will, therefore, pl'l>ciled iii a spirit not of distrust bot 
of confidence ; remembering that much of y'our IUcCeaa . will de­
pend, not only on the ability-and fairness of Y,OUr inquiriee, bot 
also on your perfect separation from all local and party disputes, 
and on the unquestioaable frankneea and impartiality of your gen· 
eral conduct." · 

The governor wu told · by Lord Glenelg, "your lorUhlp, 
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therefore, .proceeda tQ Canada ·to advocate no British interest and 
to secure no selfish enda; To maintain the peace and integrity 
of the empire; and to mediate between contending parties, by 
whom these bleeainga hav!' been endangered, is the high and 
hqnorable;, truat poofided to you,tt 

The arrival of this &ard put an e1;1d to all further prospect of 
grievance, and at once damped the hopes And a Wllkened the anger 
of the diea1feeted. The very act of inv~igatlng the oo.mplaints 
wlrich they themselves had. preferred was made a subject of in· 
Tective, and the eommillion was deoouneed as an. insult q, the 
.A~ly, wluJee voice alone should be heard, &nd whoee;deci.lion 
admitted not of question by tlie-.Government- or the Council. 
Kiwwing that the instructions given to the eommission'-is were 
of a moat ~nciliatory nature, that evecy t~hange that they had 
desired ·would be effected, an4 that, by their ·own showing, they 
woald be compelled to .be tranquil, they promptly changed. their 
grouiltl, abandoned their untenable local topioa, and boldly attack· 

· ed the Constitution. · . . .. 
The mask was now thro,vn off, and republicanism ~pellly 

avowed as th~ir object. That .this development was premature­
ly battened by the unexpected and. immediate conceesion of their 
requests, and thei.- object discl<*ed sooner than they expected, is 
evident. 1• The people of this .oountty .are llOW preparing them· 
eelves for a future state of jlolitical ~xistence,.'' said Mr. P.apineau, 

· " which, be trusted, wopld be neither a monarchy nor an aria­
tdcracy. He hoped Providence had. not· in view for his country a 
future ~ dark as that it should' be tae means of planting roy~ty 
io America, near a country so gtl.Od JUS the United States. Ue 
hoped, for the future, America would give republica to Europe." 
"Let them con.ider," says another of their party, ".th816 Words 
of a great writer, and th.ey will no loager treat a .revolution ~d 
a aeP.ratioil as a chimera. The grea*t misfortl,lne ~r maa, 
politically,'' says he, "is. tn obey a fOreign power; no humiliation, 
no torment of the heart is equal to this. The subjected Jiation, 
at leut, if she be not protected by some extraordiu!lry law, ought 
not to obey their sovereign I We repeat it, an inrmedia~ aepar· 
ation from · England is the· only meaaa of preeerving our national· 
ity. Some time hence, when emigration shall have made our 
enemies our equals in ~;tumber, more' daring and less generous, they 
will deprive oa of our liberties, and we ·-.hall. ha Ye the. 811Qle fate 
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as our countrymen, the Aead.ianl!. BeliM"e me; tbi• is tha fate 
reserved for us, if we do not make ourselves independent." Al­
though they considered every institution and usage of their own 
10 ••creel a• to admit of no change, they viewed ·thOle of the 
English in a very aifferent light. The conceaing and respectful 
cond11ct of gi>vernment formed an amusing contrast with their 
audacious inaolence. To mark their contempt for legal ,rights, 
they paued an act to make notiee of action; served on the ;Attor· 
ney·general, for damages aganut the Crown, legal and bindilig. 
If the .suit went against the Crown, it wu provided that execu­
tion might' i11ue agaiut the governor aod hie furniture, or .the 
gune of the fortrell. 

Things wt~re now rapidly drawing to a crisis. The Legiala­
ture wu a~~embled by the new: governor, aod .addrelled by hian. 
in a long and conciliatory speech, in which the evill of internal 
di~~enaiona were pointedly and feelingly alluded to, and co11C8118ioDI . 
made, .sufficiently. numeroua .to have gratified the· vanity a.Dd 
appeued the irritation of any o:ther people than those to whom it 
wu addreaeed. . . 

They were then· called upon. in the uaual maoner, to provide 
for the support of the jud~ and officers of government, the public 
cheat containing •t the time £130,000 sterling. · · 

The Ho1118 had no II\)Oner retired from ¥&ring this addreu, 
than their Speaker adopted hie uauar mode of iltftaming his Jl'lrty 
by the moat violeat inveotivea against all the· authorities, ~th·at 
home and in the colony, charging tlie·oae with deceit and h~ 
riey in the~r words, ana the other with oppreuion aad . peeulation 
in their deeds. In a abort time he brought ma\ter8 to th• coa-
cluiion ·he had 10 long desired. · 

The House voted an address to bia Majesty, in which they an­
nounced that they 'had determined to refuae any future ·provision 
for. the wants of the local administration, in order the better to 
inl!iat upon the changes whiCh they required frQm the imperial 
authorities. Their ntmoat concelllion (aDd they desired it might 
not be taken for a pieeedent) was to o&r a aqpply for six montU, 
that time being allowed· to .his Majesty'• Govel'IUDen$ aad th' 
British Parliament to decide upon the fundamental alterations of 
the Constitution and other important meaaul'tll includeCl in tlie 
demaoda of.the A8118mbly. · 

ln this bill of aupply, which wu for iix mootlu emly, ud mere· 
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ly paaed for the purpoae of throwing ·the i!dinm of rejection on 
the other br!Lnch of the . Legislature, they excluded the salaries 
of the councilel'l; of their a88istant clerk, one of the judge~. some 
u8ual incidental chargeil of the civil secretary's office, besides 
other important salaries ; and, as they hoped, it was not concurred 
in. This was the fil'lt time they had left their exec~ive without 
the means of ,conducting the government, for the sole and avowed 
purpoae of procuring changes in the Constitution, although the 
result had been arrived at by other :means on different occasions. 
Of the confu'Sion and diatreBS which this. repeated refusal of the 
Assembly to co-o~te with the other branches ofthe Legislature 
produced in the province, it is difficult to ·convey any adequate 
idea. · 

· At length. fqur . yeal'l bad elapsed since there had been ariy 
appropriation of provincial funds to th~ · uae of government. The 
distreBB and embarraBBment which· this &tate of circumstance~ in­
flicted on the funetionaries of the province, whose private resourees 
are -generaJiy very limited, were_as humiliating as they were un- . 
merited. Many were living on money borrowed at an exorbitant 
interest ; some could not but be reduced to the verge of ruin ; 
and, to show ~hat this sujfering of indiViduals was not unattended 
with danger to the general welfare, it lll&f be enough to remark, 
without· painfully dwelling on privatB -circumstanceS, that tho 
judges of the ceuntry were among those who were left to pro~ide 
for . their subai.stenee as best they might, -after three yoara' stop­
page of their official inQ~>mes. 

No complaint -wu made against _ the existiilg' adminilltratioo, 
nor. was it a88erted that any demerit in the pu:ties caused them 
to be deprived of their lawful remuneration. No loe&l cauae of 
quarrel was alleged, of which the aettlement might be indispena:. 
able· before the public busi_nesa could be proceeded with; on the 
contrary, it was stated openly, and with011t disguise, that changea 
of a polit_ical natu~ _were the end in view, and that until certain 
act.!! should be· done, competent ta .no other authority than .the 
Imperial Parliament, and eomprising organic changes in the Con~ 
·stitution, ~y virtue of which the Aaeem~ly it:aelf existed, the Houae 
wo~ld n&ver make another pecuniary grant to the go-.emment. 
Thus the public servants, no parties'to the con•t, were afBicted. 
merely as· inatrumenta, through :Wboee sufferings to extort conoea­
llions totally independent-Of their will to grant or to refus&. . , 
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Sueh, hoWft'el', were the mea&~ thloop which they -haped to 
e.lleot their object ; and they farther declared, that they would 
pay no arrears,· or _vQte aay·cinl list, .until their demands should 
be complied wi~. Here the goverament abo. made a stand, 
and very properly said "We shall concede no further. Y9ur 
demands invo~ve a surrender of the colony to ODe party within 
it ; aod we are not jultified in granting them, .oonaiatently 
with the duty we owe to the Crown, to the public, or to,colooiata 
of Britith origin." ~very .governor had lately ahown a deaire to 
win the honor of pacifying Canada; had receded aod conceded ; 
ctfl'ered oonoiliation aad. 81Jdllled affront&; borne and forboi'WI, in 
a manner that it is quite humiliating to. coatemplate. Each 
succeeding one had used his influence ia the legislative council to 
aid in tbe exeeution ,of inatructiooa whlcb,-ahhough they are just· 
ly entitled to. the merit of kind intentiooa, have not eo much 
claim on O'!r admiration on the lbore of their merit or their dig­
aity . 

. Aa the Aaaembly had separated wfth &.declaration that they 
would never v~ a civil list until all their requests wete granted, 
it waa Decei!IV)' fur Parliament. to· interfere; and Lord John 
Ruuell propoeed aod carried aix resolutions, the most important 
of which waa the followiag: 

"6tbly That for defraying the arre•m due, on aecolllli of.the 
eatabliahed., aad customary· oha.rgea of the adQliniatratioa of ju&­
tiee, aod-.of the civil goYeram.ent of the province, it is expedfent 
that, after aPPlying for that • purpose such balance aa should, on 
the. lOth day of Aprillaat, be in. the the banda of. the Receiver­
general, ariaiog from the heredit_ary,. territorial, aod casual reve­
Jauel of the Crown, the go'Peroor of the province be empowered 
1o iaaue, out of any other 1000eys in. the b4nda of .the Receiver­
generJl, neb Curther sums as shall be Deee~~ary to effect the pay· 
ment of 110ch arrears and cba,gee up to the J Oth of April last." 

Whether the spirit of coneeaaion.hia'd not been heretofore ear~ 
ried. too far, and whether· the .p\lblio affairs of Canada oug\lt ·to 
have been llllil'erecl (even fur t.)le amiahle and pr,iaeworthy object 
of .endeavorin_g to aaiiafy, if po11ible, the doD)inant party U1 the 
Houee) to-hJLve arrived .at this erisia; are q~~e~t.iou u~n which I 
have no desire upon thi11 occasion to. enter. 

But that, these respluti0111 were ·indispensable,· that they. were 
not reao~ to until they were neeeesary, and that' Parliament 
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wu juatified in the exercise of its supreme authority, no. Ull'pl't'jti­
diced and right-thinking man can doubt. A colony is a depend- . 
ent country, while Grea~ Britain is a aopl'eme metropolitan 
state. .The controlling power must obvio\!.l!ly be greater than 
the_ power eontr~lled . The jurisdiction, therefore, of a colony be­
ing limited, if it pal!! thciee limits, it.is no longer subordinate, but 
independent. It is not only the right, but the duty of Parliament 
to restrain. within their constitutional limits local legislatures, in 
the. same manner as it is the right of colonists ,to exercise those 
119wers, and their duty aot to •'tempt tO exeeed them. Mr. P~· 
pi'neau had observed, "the . Coosti.tutio~ bas 'ceased to · exist· of 
right, aad, in fact, cau 110 longer be-maintained but by fOrce." 
Here then was a clear ease for thEt legislative interference of Par· 
liarnellt, To such an interposition ·no reflecting colonist will ever 
object, else there would be no appeal but the sword; whenever 
a designing demagogue should unfOrtunately ootain a majoritJ 
of obstructive Qlembers i~-the Assembly. Yet these resolutioDB · 
were aaid to be a violation of the declaratory Aot of. 1778, and 
an unconstitutio~l .mode of levying taxes on tbe Canadians, .e.od 
appropriating their money without their OOJ;lsent. 

But althqugh the right of Parliament to interfere, and itl in­
tention to do to, were thus asserted, there was still 80 stron~ a 
repugnance felt by government to exercise the power, that they 
desired Lord Gosford . to' call together the Assembly again, and 
give those misguided men another opportunity of reeonsidet:ing 
their conduct. - They met as summoned, but again reCa~ all 
supplies, which had 'flOW beell withheld for five yeal'l, and de­

. olioed to exeroiset any legitlative function. There was now no 
power to make new laws, no means-of paying thOse who admin­
iatered· the existing ones, no appropriation for the .pnbliu servioe 
in 'a.oy department. Schools were Degiected, roads unrepairsd, 
bri«ig-~ dilapidated, jails unprovided for, tempt~rarj ·laws expired 
and ·expiring, and confusion and disorgannation every JWhere. · 

Disaffection having now succeeded· in. producing anarchy·, aa­
aumed the 11hape of ·insurrection, the natural ·result. of·eo. maoy 
years of agitation. The tragicat events ofthis sad revolt .are .too 
reoent aud too impresaive to -be. forgtltten, and the> teeital would 
be as painful as it is un0ece&l!ary. -

Before I leave tbie subject of the rebellion-, however, I must 
allude to the mitigating citoumatauoe~ that atteDded it. Excited 
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by e.very •timulant. that. par~entary declamation . could app\.J, 
or British sympathy suggest, or Ameri~· republicanism .offer, en­
~rage4 at home, aided from abroad, and nowhere oppoeed or 
controlled, ia it to be wondered at, that the proapect of plul\der 
and impunity, eeduced these deluded people,from their allegiance, 
or .that the cootagion should spread from Lower to .. Upper Cana­
da ?. When such a man u Hume, known to be a llllpporter of 
the gov~rameili, said to Mackenzie, "Your triumphant election 
on the 16th, a~;td ejectjon from the Allembly ()n the 11th, Iiluat 
hasten that crisis Which is fut approaching in the affaira of the 
Canadu, and which will terminate in freedom and independence 
from the.·haneful domiltation of the mother country, and the 
tyrannioal conduct of a emall and deepicable fACtion. i'n t}le 
oolo.ny .....•. The proceedings between 1772 and 1782 in 
America, ought not to be forgo~n, . and to the honor of the 
Americana, and for the interest of the civilized world, let·their 
ooilduct .and ita result be ever in view;" aad again, "one re­
eource,,and one reeource alone, remaine :. to be a free people, you 
muat reaiet the British government;" to whom does the greater 
ahare of guilt attach, to the aeducer or the ·victim 1 . 

Thil rebellion had .C.rcely been put• down, whep Lord Dur­
ham waa appointed with extraordi~ry powera . to complete the 
pacification. . . . 

On thie part of the history of Canada, it i~ needless to dwell. 
It has proved a failure, not from a deficiency o1 power, but tl:om 
want of oooduot, in the dictater. ·Instead of a~~embling around 
tum a council of the molt inflfiential and best informed men in 
the colony, according to the evident spirit of the act, and his in­
struction~, he thought 'proper to appoint to that respan11ible situa­
tion, officera attached. to his .household, or. perfect ltrangera, . with 
the magnanimous view, as he said, of Alluming the· whole reapo~si.­
bility of his own measures. But alas.! that which iaa· mere ll)istake 
in a atatea~an, ii often an inetrievable misfortune to a wbole peopie. 

I have now shown that after the coaqueat of. Canada, it was 
go-verned ~y Epgliah laws·; that the royal proclamation invited 
British aubjecta. to remove there ; aud promi~ them .toe pro~c· 
tion aad enjoyment of thoae lawa ; but that, in violation of that 
promise, in order to conciliate the Fren.eh, their legal.code was 
aubatituted in their place; while an injudicious division of. the 
provinCe wu made,- in «»~u~ce of which jt beearne a Gallic 
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and not a British colony. We have seen that. by these means; 
and by permitting the recording language of tJteir Parliament to 
be French, the.y were· kept a distinct people, and that -they al- · 
ways · had an overwhelming majority of members of their 0wn 
origin in the -Legislature, who were distinguished by an anti-com­
mercial and anti-British feeling, which had been gradually gtow· 
ing with the growth of the country until they were in a conditi~n 
to dictate terms to government. If this part of the review could · 
be followed into detail, it would be found that thm feeling was 
manifested by. the. manner in which ·they have constantly. resiated. 
locaJ all!eS8Dlents, and made commerce ·bear every provincial ex­
penditure-in 'the·way they neutralited the electoral privileges of 
the ~oters. ofBritish origin,.-in the OQntinuance of the oppreuive 
tenure of the feudal law-in taxing emigrants fl-om the mother 
country, and them only-in their attempts to wrest the crown· 
land from Government.:......in tb~ir attack_ on the Canada Company, 
and the introduction 'of settlers by -them-in their opposition .to a 
system of, registry-in their n:iode of temporary legislation--:-in 
their refusal to vote supplies, .and in the whole tenpr of thei,. 
debates and votes. · It ·will be alsO found that the policy of every 
government, whether Tory or Whig, was conciliatory, · aird every 
re&sonable change required (with many very unreasonable ones) 
was conceded to them ; and strange as it may appear, It is never­
theleu an undeniable fact, that the only. party who had reason to 
complain:, were the injured and traduced loyalists. · 

Lord DurhaQl introduced into Canada what is oalled "respons­
ible govenunent." It is not. probable that he hall any very 
definite idea of the meaning-of that·term himself: for he suhae­
quently disavowed the interpretation put upon it by the Canadian 
poliiicia~s. ·His objeot, however, seems to have. been to le~ve 
the management, as far as pcllllible, to themselves, by abandoning 
the royal prerogative, and looeing the bonds of parliamentary 
control. He assented to th'eir governing by a majority, which 
should furnish a Ministry similar to that in England, but the 
Act of ReuniOI\ -of the provinces was so conatructed, that the old 
Liberals, or democratic party, still coatinued in the ucendant. 
So far from acquiring reputation as a statesman for what he bad 
done, he has been justly censured for doing nothing, or, what waa 
wone, for aaenting to demands that were inadmiaaible. It was 
not an evidence of skill, but-an act of despait. From ooDdaet it 
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ia DOt difficdlt to infer motives. If he had given utterance to his 
thoughta, he wonid probably thus hne- expreeeed himself: . " You 
do not seem to be satiafied with English domination, which you 
have been instructed by -a member of the Imperial Puliament to 
OODiider baneful ; now govern yourselves, if it will gratify you to 
imitate independent statea. You shall have reaponsible govem­
Q1ent, a little administration of your own, and ·you may render 
younelves aa absurd as you please, by Ullmling in your youth the 
armor of manhood, which if too large and diaproportioned for yon 
aow, will, if it does not weu out, fii you better hereafter, when 
your limb& shall have attained their full proportion." Nothing 
~M~uld better suit 'the viewa of the. demoerata than this ; but it 
filled the sober-minded and-reflecting part of the community, that 
portio~ that embraces the learning, property, and loyalty of the 
country, with alarm. They saw in this hasty anti petulant con­
ceuion, that no one security bad been devised for the protection 
of a · minority.' But the will of tbe dictator became law, and 
litre good subjects they submitted to it, and'endeuored to aCCQJD· 
moda.te themselves to the experiment with the best grace t-hey 
could aSBUme. · 

The common operation of altering a dwelling-bouse requires 
great care; every change begeta another; as new difficulties· are 
constantly arising in ·ita progrea, which were either not foreseen, 
or not nfficientl}' provided againat ; au.t at lut It ia not linfre. 
quently found that it would have been better oot'io tiave onder­
taken the enlargement at all, or to ha'Ye pulled down .t~e edifice 
aad reeonitructed it. Something very similar has oec~tned in 
the political edi6ce of the colonial QOnstitution of Canada. The 
predictions of practical men have been singularly verified, and· 
the mllowing glating faults are_ now diatinctly visible : tst .. The 
govem~r 'has been rendered- powerless. He is stript of all his 
patronage, whil'li hai been transferred to the leader of the Assem­
bly; who, from the almost universal suffiilge that exists 'in the 
0011ntry, is·in his turn the mere mouthpiece of the democracy. 
Tlle veto of the queen'• representative, ta a con1tittttional branch 
of the Legitlature, ia in like·.manner a mere nominal right, exist· 
mg in theory alone; but having no practical operatipn. To dis-

. solve a House, wbeJe there is a d~tminant party in \he country, 
would .be to surround himsel( with a similar but more .violent 
Council, and make his dependtll'ice more palpable and more humil· 
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iatiug. If he a~~~~enta to meaauree of a beaefieial j,ature, the 
credit is given to those who prepare aad catTy them ; if tO 'ob­
noxieus ones, he is .held fCSPOB8ible ; for people are ever unreason­
able, and expect the exercise of a pc)wer that no longer exists:• 

The. laat gnvemor, in the proper senae of the, word, waa the 
late lamen1ed Lo~ Metcalf. · He stmggled.hard to maintain hie 
rights, and uphold the weight arid .authority that onght to per­
tain to his staticm, and exhibited. qualities of no ordinary aature 
in the unequ_al . contest. It was not hie fa.uli that the poet as­
signed. to hiPl to defend wu commanded 1Jy heights in ·po8le&lion 
of demagogues. He .did all that skillr cou~, ·and perseyerance 
~ould do, and having made a gallant defense, effected an honor­
able retreat from the COilntry. The task Gf hie suceeseora, if not 
so creditable, ia at least more safe. NothiDg · is now expected 
from the queen's representative but to keep a good table, aad 
affix his name to such docwnents11.1 are- prepared: for his signa­
ture. The first of t~ dut..ies is unnecessary, and u ,regards 
the last an. official stamp (V. It.) would.answer the purpoae u 
effectually, and make a savjng that. would gladden the heart• of 
the polished fina.nciers, ,manufactured at Manoheater and Bir-
mingham. , 

2dly.:-The Council, or Upper House; ia destroye4. This 
body wu formerly filled upon the recommendation of the gov­

. em~r, ·by the Crown ; the selection. was made from · the moat io­

.telligent, inftuell~ial. and opulent people 'in the province, and was 
as Qearly analogous to the Hou~ of Lords as the ditrerent cir­
eumstancei of the country woulli permit. T~e only valid objeo­
tioo eYer 'made to its ·compoeition was, that in .genera}. too many­
beads of departments were ~mbled ia it; an evil of· no very 
great magaitude in itself, but one that was auaceptible of aa easy 
remedy. It was an independent, and. by far the most reapectable 
legialative branch. It waa ·a valua~le safeguard to the crown, 
and a great protection to a minority when a8sailed by a thought­
leas or· unprincipled IJlajority. It wu a IDOJUi.rchical inatitution; 
and . from its character and station, nurtured a olau of publie 
me,, ambitioua of ·the honor of & seat at its board; whose very 
vi~uea diaqualifiectthem from havin« the suffiag4t of a population 

. . 
• Tbia wu lately exemplified in the cue of Lord Elgin; who wu usailed 

by a mob Cor uaenting to a bill for indemnifying traitor• for their lol1e1, when 
ia flu=& he .w .. merelJ oMJiDf bl8 mucen, &be lli&le Caudiaa oal*le&; 

Digitized by Googl e 



334 TJIB·ElfGLlSR Jlf AIIBRJC.l. 

that brooked oo 111perior. The ri«ht of aelection alao gave great 
· weight and influeoce to~a governor. It formed an ,admirable 

balance of power, by maintaining and defending tl\e rights of 
property, the permaneocy of chartered institutions, and the· in­
violability of public faith. Vacancies are still nominally filled 
from Engl&Dd at the recommendation of the governor i· -but, alas! 
w.ith tbia inaUrisl cht:mg&-a.t the 1/Ulding of kiuninistet. It 
waa deemed neceieary, to uee .the specious but deceptive language 
-of the day, to make it harmonia with the Lower Houee, which 
meant to .trip it of all independent action, and make it echo the 
orders of iwmaaters. It ia now a me~ duplicate of the .A!eembly. 
Weight, charaCter, and intelligence are not requisite ; obedience 
il the one thing needful. The Governor and the Council exist but 
in name ; but in proportion u the '.A.embly baa absorbed their 
power and authority, baa its strength increued, until it ia irresisti­
ble. 

The atateamen of the American Revolution, who were republi­
cans ·and n~ democrats, had both the virtue and the good aenae 
to aacrifi.ce or restrain their personal ambition for the good of their 
common country. "All the powers of government," aaya Mr. 
Jefferson, ''legislative,, executive, and judiciary, result to the 
legislative. body. The concentration of these in the aame banda 
is precisely the. definition of a d81J10tic government. It will be 
DO al~viation, tbat theee powen will be. exerciied by a plurality 
of hancls, and not by a aingle one. -one. hundnld and seventy­
three despots would aurely be aa oppreaaive aa ·one; Let those 
who doubt jt turn their eyes to the republic of Venice. An 
·elective despotism ia not the government we fought for ; but oue 
which should not only be founded 'on free principles, but in which 
the -powers of government ahould be ao divided and balanced 
amo&A' eeveral bodies of magistracy, aa that no one coulCl 'transcend 
their legal limits without being 'effectnal!y checlted and . reatf$ined 
by-the others." . 

3d. Ia former times the laws paaaed by the loeal legislature 
were always submitted to a searchillg examination in. England, 
before they recei•ed the royalaanetion ; and such lO'aa the reliance 
of the public upon the ability; industry, and fideli~ of thoae pt>r· 
aona to whom this taak was eommitfed, that their decision waa 
aimoat always satisfactory. Indeed, the hon,pr and good faith of 
Enatand_ was aa axiom-that lay .. t the fOnodatiOD oi every arp-
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ment. Ita wisdom or its prudence might be questioned, its in· 
tegrityneve~.. However strong local prejudice might be, or how· 
ever the judgment of the legielature, or the ability of the provin· 
cial courts might be.doubted, every right-minded pe~n considered 
this ~urveilllt.nce as his greatest security. Eng!.nd was regarded 
u the fountain of justice, as it had ever been of considerate -kind· 
ness and unbounded liberality. It was in truth and in fact a 
paternal authority, postpening or sacrificing ita own eonvenience 
and undoubted rights, to the " wish~, the feeling8, and: the happi· 
ness of her children. The ingratitude or insolence that questioned 
this notorious benevolence, is only equaled by the utter want of 
principle-in 'the London·revolutionary·.prese, that .gave currency · 
. to th~ acousation ; and the credulity or wickedness of the Radical 
leaders, who affected to believe it, to damage .the Tories, who, 
whatever may have been· their defectl, were a true-hearted British 
party. They may )lave been profll88 of the public money, but · 
they lived in the days of extravagance ; they may have .been ob­
stinate, for prinoiple ' is worthy of a &tout defense, and they may, 
like their sucoeBBOrs, have conferred honors on·their own country· 
men, in utter forgetfulnesa of colonists ; but they .were English· . 
men, and had ·no greater !!hare of national vanity than is common 
in the peo~e of Great Britain. But w~atever they were, they 
were honest. They preferred experience to experiment, &\ld were 
not willing to peril their country or barter their rights for popu· 
larity. 'This surveillance is now merely neminal ; the form i.e 
prese"ed, but the substance is gone forever. When an -appeal ia 
made, the-answer is uniform : "You have.Jeaponsible goYermnent, 
we can not interfere. It i.e a local maiter ; you muat .settle it 
yourselves." · · · · 

This great constitutional cheek, therefore, is gone. The guar· 
antee of England, that no local injuatice shall be done no longer 
exists, and Canada is ruled by the Aaaembly. The governor· 
there is not a penon but a naine, having &It little meaning, force, 
or power as his title of "Excellency." The Upper Houll8 is a 
section of the Lower, from whence it derives ita being, and to 
which it owes obedience. If this be not volu,ntarily given; it can 
be coerced into submiuion. The restraint imposed by the kind, 
•ise, and paternal superintendence of England is withdrawn.; 
and instead of a colonial government belonging to a monarc;hy, 
buecl 011 prinoiplela of internal freedom and .u.ternal depeadeoce, 
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there ia aa unchecked and -unmitigated democracy, t.~at eoald Dot 
fail to excite the admiration of a ebartiat or a bel'!) of the urri­
eadt'l- That IUch a state of tbiage wu never eonte01platelf by 
tboee who introduced reeponeible government. it ia .but common 
joatice to them to nppoee, but the navigation of an-unknown sea 
ia always attended with dange.r, ud the ahip of state is now 
eravironed on every aide with sunken rocb, that are but ill-con· 
eealed.from view, even in the oalmer weather. The-eelf.eleoted 
reforinera 'of the ·trading towaa of Englaad and Scotland, with 
that spirit of speculation that peculiarly belongs to the owne11 of 
veuela, are loud in tlaeir demands to abandoo her for a . total lou, 
but honest JQen must lighten her of her load of democracy, repair 
her, and having onea more got her-into deep water, navigate her 
with cautious vigilan~. 

It ia clear that one of two thingt muat be done; either the 
former cheeka, 10 ineautioualy remoted1·muat be at once restored, 
t1r further conci.ions made ·to ioveet the different branches of 
the Legialature with indepeadent action. Either too much bas 
been done or too little. · To retraCe one'a "tev- ia ·humiliating as 
well as difficult. The pride of man revolts at an acknowledg­
ment of error or ignorance ; nd power, when once parted with, 
is not easily recovered. Proglesaion ia safer, and more agreeable. 
To give due weight and jnflueoce to- the Upper House, ita mem. 
ben must not reeeive their appointment from a political leader, 
bnt directly from the Crown or from the people. If it·must be 
from the latter, then since they are to repreJent the upper clasa 

· of aociety in the provinre, 1ft that cla• aeleet them. Make the 
property-qualification of the eleCtor 10 e;onaiderable, u to in1ure 
t4e exercise of discretion and judgment in the electom ; aod to 
impart character, stability, and authority to the membera, let the 
property-qualification of the candidate be still higb~r than that 
of the voter, and let the term of service be not leu than tell 
yea" at leallt: Restote to the queen'a representative aome .of 
.hia authority, and Uaiga to him some Jlutlea to perform ; and 
aulfer hi'm to be in reality, what · he now nootinally ie, the gov· 
ernor .. Such ilD arrangement would elevate the wb_ole clfaracter 
of the Legislature, and acquire for it the respect and .olledience 
of the whole people ; thus each branch ef the provincial Parlia­
ment would be independent in ita action. 

There is, in every country where eoutituUonal gove~ 
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prevuls, and ever will be; a minority more or less numerous and 
powerful, acoording to circumstances. Tbia body, whether lib­
eral or conservative, English or French, Protestant or Romania~ 
is entitled, in common ju§tice, to protection. ·A~ present they are 
at the mercy of an adverse political opponent, and they have no 
means of redre~~~. If they appeal to England, the reply is, You have 
responsible government. If tA:l the queen's representative, he 
shrugs his shoulders and says: "" What can I do?" If to the Coun­
cil, they are informed that they entirely coucur with tho Ministry, 
who have a largo majority in their body. Cut off' from all redrees, 
and bafB.ed in all their attempts to obtain a. bearing, if in the 
bitterness of their hearts, when they reflect that their ' forefathers 
left their hom~ and tbeir fortunes to follow the flag of their king 
into a foreign land, aJld that they themselves have periled their 
lives and properties in suppressing rebellions in the country of 
their adoption, without even the thanks of Parliament, when 
honors a.nd rewards were bestowed on the military for merely 
doing their duty; if, when goaded into excitement by what they 
conceive unmerited injury, they ~lk of annexation and indepen­
dence, they are tllld that their language and conduct is trellSOu­

able, and are forthwith ejected from their command in the mili­
tia, and from the commisqion of the peace'. I lllll not their ad­
vocate, nor do I even assert tl:iat their complaints are well or ill 
founded ; it is sufficient that they complain, and abundant sccu­
ity cau, and ought to be given them, that they shall have all the 
weight to which they are entitled. One remedy, the most effi­
cient and the best, lies in a total transfer of patronage to other 
ha-p.d~. which, while it can not fail to l!ll.tisfy them, will be an 
infinite improvement in colonial government, and insure to the 
commm1ity a far better and more re~~pect11ble class of public offi­
cers. 

No man whatever ought to be intrusted with the disposal of 
all the offices in a colony. It is too gyeat a power, too liable to 
abuse, aml never was, and never can be so exercised as tA:l avoid 
the imputation of partiality or corrupt motives. If it must be 
committed to any one, it can nowhere be so safely loc.lged as in 
tba hands of a governor, responsible to the Crown. He is gene:r-

. ally a man of rank aud honor, and always unembarrassed by 
family connections, personal feelings, or local prejudices. He can 
have but one object in view, which, if not founded on the higher 

p 



TBE ENGLI8B IN AII'ERICA. 

principles of duty, ia \vell secured by a regard for Jais own charac­
ter and the success of his administration ; and that object ia a 
faithful and honest ·discharge of the trust reposed in him. But 
even h~ may be bia&ed by those by wb~m he ii surrounded, who' 
have more facilities of aocess to him than others; alld the purer­
minded a man' is himself, the- more difficult is it for him even to 
suppose . th~ possibility of deception being practiced upan him. 
But in a. country like Canada, whose political leaders are the 
mere emanations of democracy, it is impollsible to select so gnfit 
a depository of power as the premier. He Will inevitably use 
it to pay for past or purchase future services ; be has ·personal 
friendship to gratify, or private i0solt tQ avenge. The exigen­
cies of party will preponderate over the· el&iins of justice, and the 
character of the public servants must in time be greatly deterio­
rated. To remedy this evil, to protect the minority, to secure 
the people from peculations and the court from pollution, it will 
be necessary to re-invest the governor with t~e patronage, sub­
feet to the apProbation of-the Upper House, .and ·place it under 
similar guards and restraints (by requiring the consent and con­
cun:ence of the Council to hiS noinination to certain offices). as 
are imposed upon the President of the United States by the ad· 
mirable institutions of that country, which are so simple in their 
operation, and .yet .0 lfllfe, from the numerous checks and bal· . 
ances they contain. That thiS system of- self-government could 
be so modified as to work advantageously, there can be no doubt; 
but real · substantial ·responsibility. must be. both devised and in­
creased. One thing,· however, is certain-this change can only 
be effected by Parliament. The Canadian politicians have tasted 
the sweets of despotiimi, and they will not limit. or diminish their 
own power. · But here I must pause, llDd adopting ihe advi_ce 
gi\'en by Horace• to· a friend similarly employed, bring this 
sli:etch to a conclusion. 

\ 

·" Principum amiciAu, et 11n11a . . 
.Noodam espiatia uncta ·Cf!!on'baa 
Pericaloae plenum opai alee, 
Tracta, ec iocedia per igne.1 
Suppo.itoa cilleri·do!O.a." 

• Odea, n. 1. 

Digitized by Googl e 



CHAPTER VII .. 
APPLICATION OF THE FACTs CONTAINED IN TIDS WORK. 

V aioe of the preceding Hiatort to Members of Parlia~ent and the Repobljcau 
·party in Europe-The Question considered wbetber a Republican Govem. 

, 'inent; li~e that of America, can emf in l:nglan.d or F.rance : Firstly, with 
Reterence to the History of the tint Attempt at Colonization, and herein of 
the Condition of America at the Tim~Tbe People who made the Experiment 
of S~ttling at Musachnsette-Their Peculiarities-No pre-existing Monarchy, 
Hierarchy, or . .Nobility to contend with-Settlers not a Military PeoplrNo 
Mobs-Monarchy t~e oldest and .moat natural foi'JD of Govemment in the 
World-Laws passed to regulate the Price of Labor-Massachusetts Wllf a 
Federative Body in Miniat11re . . Secondly, with Reference to the Period of 
the Adoption of the Federal Constitution, and herein of general Prectiaposition 
to Rebellion-lmmedia~ Cause of Revoolntion-Tbe large Republic poaaeuea 
all the Features of the first : lat. The same vast 'l'erritoy; 2d .. People ,of one 
common Origin !Lnd Language; M. No pre-existing Monarchical Institotiona; 
4th. No powerfnl Neighbors; 5th. No Poor;. 6th. lnrportaut Additions or 
Changes; 7th. Universal Toleration, in eonaeqnenc:e ofwbicb there is Danger 
of Romiab Asceiiden')y-Growth of Sectarianism and infinite Dissent-Ameri· 
can Epiacqpalian Qhurob, its Cba~acter, Condoot, and Growth-Republicanism 
favorable to Spread of Popery-The Enorof the Jesuits in judging of it-State 
of Popery in purely Roman ·Catholic Conntriea, and whete Proteatantism 
prevaila....:.Permaneni Provisitm for President and Judges-High Character of 
the Supreme Court of the United Statea-,-American Mode of selecting ·Judges 
reco~mended for Colonies-Difference in Power of English .and American 
Judges. Thirdly, Reasons why a Republic can not be aocceaaful in England 
-Effects of Monarchy on Society. Fourthly, Reasons why it can not exiat 
in France-l:ffect.offint Revolution in France-Restoration-Retum of No­
blea, Clergy, and Glintry-Actiona of Bonaparte-Final Expulaion ot the 
.Bour.bonS-Lonia Pbillipe's Conduct-Abdication-'~ La Petite Eglise"­
Puritanism and Infidelity compared-They produce similar Effects.......:Roman· 
ism in France and in the United States compared-Extraordinary fnftuence 
possessed by tbe Popish Clergy-Poverty of agric;ultural. Cl~s·a in France­
Proper Size of Farms-Supetiority of two Legislative. Cbambe~ over a single 
Alsembly.......:Dowaward tendency of Democracy in France-Difference be· 
tween Anglo-Saxon and Gallican Races illustrated by Califomia-America6a 
eoald not retain their Institutions if France were evacuated for them, 1101' 
could the French, if posseased of America and ita IDstitutiona, work tlte 
Machinery &r govem it aucceaafnlly-Only sore Baals of any Govemment. 

. . . 
THE foregoing chapters contain a mass of facts moat usefttl for 

those who have a voice in the government of the oolonies of Qreat 
Britain. They portray the histOry,. condition, and fate of provioqea 
planted by disaffected. emilf&llts, in which the Church was una· 
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ble, or neglected, to extend her benefiei_. influence, and where 
the State left republicanism to grow up to maturity, and bear the. 
natural fruit of re'bellion. At the eame time, they show -the con­
dition and prospects of Canada, set_tled by loyalists, distinguished 
alike for their intelligence and devoted attachment to the_ Crown, 
whose affections an unwise concession, hasty and inconsiderate 
legislation,· and a fatal indulgence and pa:troaage bestowed upon 
democracy, have alienated, without conciliating those whom they 
were intended to win. · They exhibit also the 1peetacle . of an 
abortive attempt at-self-government, in which too mnch of the 
monarchical character of the constitution bas been destroyed, and 
too little republicanism introduced into its pi~ to eatisfy either 
party ; and consequently annexation or independence are can­
vassed or-advocated with the same shameless insolence with which 
a leu intelligent, but equally restless fac~OO: in D11blin was per­
mitted to disseminate treason, unddJ' the specious pretext of a re-
peal of the Union. · · . 

To the democratic party in Great ·Britain and France, they 
furnish data by which they can test the ac~racy of their theory, 
that that which has suc.ceeded in the United States is equally 
applicable to them, 11,nd would be productive, on trial, of ihe eame 
beneficial results. I do not propoSe to discul!8 at any length, the 
practica\>ility of their adapting the Ameri<'8.n constitutioa to their 
conditiori. ·My .object is to colleet and arrange the facta, upon 
which it may be argued by those more immedilltely interested in 
it, who froa). living· on the spot where they propose to try the ex­
periment, and being conversant with what is pasSing betore their 
eJe~, are more oompetent for the task than I can be. An author 
of great and deserved celebrity says• no American should ever 
speak o~ Europe, fi>r be no sooner opens his mouth on the subject, 
than he betrays his ignorance and presumption. Whether there 
may not be some little arrogance in the remark, I shall not ·stop 
to inquire; but that be can not possibly know as much of Great 
:Britain as an Engllshman, or of France as a Frenchman, will be 
readily conceded. Europeans, on the .other hand, have a wider 
grasp of intelleci, infinitely more pe~eb:ation, and a spirit of pa­
tient research, and laborious investigation, t'hat enable them both 
to speak and write about America with greater ease and less diffi­
dence than the natives. Unable to retain their own transatlantic 

• De TOQ4Uenlle. 
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poueasions, or preserve their respective countries from revolutions, 
they can nevertheless · easily detect the enors of the Americans, 
and aro somewhat alarmed ''for the fate of a people who are igno­
rant enough to protect their agriculture .and manufactures, and 
are sufficiently selfish to prefer a commereialsystem, under, which 
they have grown and flourished, to periling their prosperity by 
rash innovations, alike opposed to reason and experience ! Great 
Britain has endeavored to instruct them, that a home market is 
in no way distinguishable from any other, ·and . to prove the sin­
cerity of her coqv~ction, hall abandoned to them that of which 
she had ~ long the monopoly in her colonies ; but· they have ac­
cepted the proffered, boon, and at' the saine tiine very qui~ily re­
tained their own. It is no wonder, therefore, that· they are very 
complacently· informed, tha.\ they are incompetent to expreBB an 
opinion upon European ~objects. Submitting to authority, I shall 
not go largely into theories, but rather I shall recapitulate a few 
facts that lie disperSed through this work, or whioh I may not 
have sufficiently detailed, that are·very important elements in the 
consideration of the question, whether such a republic as that of 
America, or any thing at all resembling it, can exist either in 
England or in France. · 
· The subject must ·be considered with reference to two distant 

and dietiuct periods of time : 1st. The early st~es of eolonizatioa 
in 1620; 2d. The state of thinga existing.at the adoption of the 
Federal Constituti~B in 1789. · 

First.-The early stage of colonization. ,-
Under this head we mus~ advert to the condition of the country 

when a settlement ·was fOrmed in it,· and the character of the 
people by whom it was attempted: When MaBBachusettS was 
first colonized, North America was, with some few insignificant 
ex~ptions, a vast ~nbroken ·forest, extending from the shores of 
the Atlantic -to the Pacific Ocean .. This immense heritage was 
divided among wandering tribes of Indians, who lived by the 
chase or the fisheries, and bartered · aw.ay, to the· emigrants, iheir 
freehold for gla&s beads, worthlca,. trinkets, or intoxicating liquors. 
The world of wood and water was more than sufficient for both 
races; ail.d as each successive wav~:~ of population advanced-, the 
aborigines receded, preferring the listless repose, or exciting sports 
of savage life, to the unceasing toil; and daily cines of husbandry. 
The encroachment•. of the white man were slow, and almost. 
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imperceptible. '£be sound of the woodman's ax, and the fires 
with which be destroyed the trunks of the txees he. had .felled, 
alarmed the an,imals of the forest, and as they .retired, they were 
followed by the red inan. But neither the Indian warrior, nor 
the English settler, ever dreamed that this gradual but inoessant 
rising of the flood of emigr11tion would-soon oover the whole land, 
aud that entire nations .of the former would shortly cease to exist, 
but in history. Such was the cou~try tha~ the Puritans selected 
for their republican experiment. Who these fanatics were, we 
have see.n ;. what they were, has not been 119 fully expressed. 
They were mostly people from the middle class of society, men of 
gOQd . family, considerable means, and liberal educatiop. They 
left .England at .a time when the rights .of men were clearly 
defined, and atoutly defended, when the law of the land was 
well matured, and impartially administere.d, and when the ex­
tent of prero~ative alone required t.P be limited, and reitra.ined, 
by reasonable and -co~stitutional grounds. They had more breed­
ing than the PresbyteriaJIS, more. knowledge than ~e Bap.tists, 
and more judgment than the Ind~pendents. To these qualities 
they added craftiness, a quality rarely found connected' with a 
sound understanding ; but their constrained -conformity to tpe 
usages of the Church, ·had taught them duplicity,. and deceit 
always . superinduces cunni11g. By the exercise of this low art, 
they concealed their numel'ical weakness from the BaV!lges, whom 
they soon circumvented, and theit, ambitious schemes of inde­
pendence from the English, who were . easily dupejl .by loyil.l and 
affectionate pro~ons. ~ld, hardy, enterprising, and intelli­
gent, ~ey were ~ble . to grapple with ihe difficulties of tkeir. 
situation, while *heir ~nthusiasm gave ~hem .a unity of action, a 
fixity of 'purpose, and ·& spirit .of endurance, that ·rendered their 
ultimate success inevitable . 
. Secondly:-They had nothing to destroy or remove, when they 

laid the foundations of their· empi~. There was neither royalty 
nor prelacy to exterminate. They were guiltles8 of the bl~ of 
Charles an4 J.aud. The DlJl'Ciless and wicked. task of patting 
them to deaih wai left io their breth~n in England. The cool­
nesl with which these atrocious murders were committed, and the 
sol~mn mockery of a trial, conceded to the.martyl'B after their fate 
bad been predetermined by . their judges, show that fanatic~ 
hardens the heart, whi.ch it is the object of religion to SQften and 
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ameliorate. Not only was there no primate in the land of their 
adoption, bu~ there were no bishops, and no EstabJ.i,ahed. Church. 
There were no nobles to defend their lives, their order, and their 
estates, No endowments' to co~ate, no colleges to raze to the 
ground, as heretical or papistical seminaries. No alta.n tQ plun.­
der, and . no malignant& . to prescribe or )Janish. But, above ,.n, 
there were no dangerous partisans of- these ancient orders or est!lb­
lishments, .to foment discord and intrigue among t~e. people. 
They · had the whole field to themeelvea. There was neiiher 
whig nor tory there, democrat nor loco-foce, free trader nor pw­
tectionist. They were all republiOilD.s in polities, .and congrega· 
tionalists in religion. They were united in all things. If any 
man differed in opinion from ·them, the aid of a divine .was 
sought for, who, selecting the most appropriate text he could 
find, excited at once the astonishment of the offender at his poW· 
erful gifts, and repentance for his refractory spirit. If this re­
source failed, and the c~prit still resisted, he was fined, or 
whipped, or baDished, or underwent all three punishments, accord· 
jng to his· delinquency ; . ao early did the tyranny of a majority 
-inevitable co,nsequence of republica~-exhibit itself. 

Thirdly.-They were not a military people. · Although they 
acquired in their defelllive wars with the Indians and· French, 
great skill and courage, and a discipline and obedience. to ordets 
rarely-found in fresh levies,. they cul~vated the '.ans of peace, and 
deprecated the- neceillity th~t- compelled them to take up the 
sword. It is true there wal ' but little scope or inducement for 
martial exploits. The savages had neither flocks nor herds, 'nor 
cities, nor fertile meadows to tempt the avarice or reward. the 
toils of the soldier. His bow and arrows, with which he sup­
ported and .defendecf himee~f, constituted his sole JIOIBelliona. 
The French, in Canada, were aeparated from them by impassable 
rivers or lakes, and a trackless and immeasurable forest. 'The 
Dutch ee~tlements, on the Hud,ton, were too feeble to.exci~ their 
apprehension, and too poor to IQggeBt the idea or plunder. The 
rest of the continent was peopled by their own -countrymen ; there 
is, however, no reason to· suppose if ihey had had neighbors of a 
more fonhldable or more wealthy character, that they would have 
harbored the unworthy desirn of invading their territory;~ enrich 
themselves at their expense. Theirs was a flight into the deeert 
to avoid pursui~. They chose MasaachUHtta. nat becauie- i' wu 
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tertil8, but becauae it aBOrded 'an asylum, fortified by three thou­
and miles of ocean on ooe side, and an interminable foJeJt on the 
other. WhateYer reaemblanoe they bore.~ the saints: whose 
title they Yery modestly appropriated to themsel.-es, though they 
refused .it to the Apoatlea, it is certain the land of their adopt~n 
~rnished a very inadequate idea of a terreatrial paradise. 

Fourthly.-Having brought with them from England, the 
frame-work of a constiiution with which they were familiarly 
acquainted, they adopted, not eoly without oppoeition, but by 
general con~ent, se.-eral organic alterations, which, th~h they 
materially changed its character, no way impeded its practical 
operation. The chief magistrate who, in their own country waa 

· called a kin.g._ they denominated " a go.-emor ;'" and instead of 
an hereditary succeaaion in one family, they 11\ade the office elect· 
ive, and the tenure an!lual. In other reapecta, their respective 
dutiea and obligations were very similar. The Upper Branch of 
the Legialature wu constituted neon the ume democratic princi· 
plea u the_ Lower, and inl-eated with powera analogous to those 
pertaining to the House of Lorda. Theyrelinqu~ed the . Church 
of England, and established C{lngregationalism in its place. They 
fled from their native land, and emigrated to America, because, 
they abhorred peraecution ; and then, by one of ~h01e !'igoal acts 
of inconsistency to which human nature ia unhappily 10 subject, 

--.they commenced compelling all others to conform to their views 
It,_. an error, bowe.-er, that soon wo.::ked ita o,n ·cure, as we 
have already aeen. · . 

This ·little republic with a State Church, was the ftrat attempt 
at self.pYemment on this continent, No men were better quali· 
fied to try the experiment .than themselves. . They had the 
knowledge, the prudence; the perae.-erance, and. the n-.ity that 

·was requisite,; and for . half a century success attended them, 
until the strong arm of imperial power interfered, ancl compelled 
obedience to royal authority. But they knew f1,1ll well that their 
favorite form _of government required a succession of similar peo­
ple, with equal powenl of discrimination, and imbued ·with the 
ume priJlciplea. They; therefore, as I have already related, 
erected their republic oa the poly sure basis on which it ever can 
exist-general education; for equality of rank, political rights, 
and the infusion of the elective principle into e.-ery institution, 
are of themael.-ea not aufficient to presene Yitality for any length 
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of time. They recognized tlae . voice of the people as the only 
true 10urce of power.· Their· tirst, their constant, and aole aim 
was to make the'populatioa underatand and value their privil~, 
and render themselves worthy of the high vocation to which they 
were called. In other countries the task is almost impracticable; 
in .Massachusetts it waa comparatively euy. There was no igno­
rant and ·turbulent mob to deal with ; ·no hopeless and squalid 
poverty to relieve and enlighten ; no " iron king" to apeculate 
on their toil& ; no " cotton princes" to agitate and influence the 
maaaea; by ·deluding them with the promise of cheap bread, while 
they were defrauding them of their wages, and plungiug them 
into deeper· distress ; and no, " factocy financiera" io preach 
exemption from taxes, by the easy and honest process of repudi­
ating the National Debt. But above all, there were no noble 
radicals to barter their order and their country for popularity, 
and, like old " Egalite," sacrifice e~ry principle in the vain hope 
that they might eventually escape from the beut& of prey whom 
they had fed and excited. Every man was, or could be if be de­
aired, a freeholder, not by ejecting the JlOII&eiiOr, Dut by aubduing 
the aoil ; not by fraud or confiscation, but by a grant willingly 
bestowed ; becau• he who added llD acre of arable land to the 
general stock, contributed to the mean& and support of the com­
munity.' It was a rural population, who pure~ no land, paid 
no· rent, and owned no superiors but tlwse whom they themselves 
elected · to represent their local claim& on the State, for purpoaea 
to which their individual means were inadequate, or to allliat in 
framing laws 'fhich they themselves were to obey. A people, 
io situated, are naturally. moral. Even· in poor oountries, like 
Massaclluaetta, the virgin soil .produces sufficient for the support 
of a family, and a surplus for hospitality, ~ well· .. a suitable 
provision for those who leave the parental roof. 

Industry and fiugality were the characteriatica of the people. 
Their. want& were few ;. food, raiment, and shelter alone were in­
dispenaable. Common diligence easily supplied these. Luuries 
were unknown ; but comforts and abuntiance were within the 
reach. of all who had health, strength, and inclination to labor. 
They were all equal by nature ; _the constitution of the coun· 
try made them so legal~y ; and . the education provided by the 
State rendered them so practically. The only' observable in 
equality among them was such as is inseparable from our concli-

p• 
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tion. As in life tome men are taller or· stronger than otherS, and 
~e~De endowed with powera of mind or body -superior to those of 
t.he~r. neigh bora; 10 there will, from these or other adventitious 
cau111, always be some richer or poorer, more distinguiahed or 
ebic.ue than others. • · 

There is DO democracy· in nature. -The lofty mountain rises 
boldly froin the lowly valley, and the tall cedar or aspiring pine 
towers abon the humbler trees of tbe forest. The surface of the 
world is every where varied and diversified. The nucleus of 
every 100iety is a family. The father is despotic. When fami­
lies increase, they· form a tribe: The patriarch of.. the little com· 
munity maintains the-same authority. His will is law, and all 
submit' to it because it is parental. AI these tribes become' more 
numerous, the most powerful chieftain usumes, or is lll!lected for, 
the supren1e command, and takes the attrib~tes of royalty and 
the title of sovereign, while the other magnates occupy the posi­
tion of Dobies. This is the oldest and most natural form of gov­
ernment. The _combination of these separate communities gives 
strength to the nation, and the centralization of power in one per· 
son imparts weight and dignity to the throne. T-he first internal 
struggle is commonly between the monarch and his nobles, which 
is hastened or retarded by the perao~al qualities of the prince. 
In this eon test an appeal is made by both to the people, on 'the 
one hand to repreBB the turbulence o~ insubordination-of the Iordi, 
and on the other to restrain the despotism or resist the oppre•.ion 
of the king. To secure the support of the population, resort is 
had to the usual arts of popularity. They are illformed that they 
have rights, of which each cl~ims to be the champion, and are 
promised immunities aad privileges which both engage to main­
tain and enlarge. If tire moaarcb is weak in intellect or deficient 
in conduct, h_e is compelled· to execute a magna-charta, and sub­
mit to have his authority limited ;· if he be successful he takes 
care to punish the refractory, and disable his opponents from en· 

• •. Burke iaya, "Turbul~nt diacontented men of quality, in proportioa u they 
are puffed up with pride and arrogance, generally despiae .their own order. 
oo·e of the firat symptom• they discover of a seifish aud miachievoua ambition, 
ia a profligate diare!{ard of a Jligoity of whieh they partake with othea. When 
men of rank sacrifice ideas of dignity to ambition, aod work with low instra.­
menta for low ends, the whole composition becomeS' low and baoe. Does it DO& 
prodtlce aomething iguoble and iuglorioos? a tendeney to lower along wtth t. 
div~ all * disDir, and impor&aoce of the State 1" 
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tertainiug similar projects of aggression. The people, from being 
80 often familiarized with these disputes, and so constantly flatte. 
ed and cajoled, finding that the real IJtrength o( the nation residea 
in them; begin at last to believe that there is great truth in all 
the pr~s .bestowed upon ~hem, and persuade themselves that 
they are competent to govern without the aid of kings or princes, 
dispense with both, ~nd set up a republic. Instead of being con· 
tent with a few mastei's, whom they coutd always conciliate or 
control, t~ey submit themselves to that many-headed mQnster a 
majority, and become alternately ty:railts or slaves. Democracy, 
therefore, is the last resort, because it is the-least natural form 
of government, and has ~n generally found in old countries to 
terminate at the pomt from which it atarted, military depotism. 
The DJain attraction.. it bas. for oiankind iiJ the constant incense 
it o.ff'ers to their vanity. It calls them ".free and enlightened 
citizens," and" sovereign people." It <Jenies the di~ne right of 
kings, but assures the multitude that ·vox populi is vox Dei. 
Although there is something repugnant in it tO the feelin~ of a 
gentleman, there is a certain st~e of civilization to which it is 
not ill &4apted. -It is sufficient. for the wants and the means of 
a rural and a moral population, for it requires virtuous condutt for 
ita basis; but it-presenta, in ita practical operation, no charou for 
~y one above · the yeoman, for in proportioo as the people are 
simple and rustic, so is refi~ement wanting; That is generated 
only in more polished circles ; for where all . men are equal by 
law, by nature, and by compact, the highest must be reduced, 
~nd the lowest rs,ised ; and the level ·is inevitable mediocrity. 
Frqm .these natural causes the sta~e of society in the Republic 
of MassachuSetts at the end of fifty years (or in 168.() ~as far 
inferior to that of New York and Virginia. , It was._ however, 
the will of the .Americans to found a republic, and they did 80 

wiihout an ~lfort and without a struggle. My otjoot is not to· 
·inquire whether they were right lit wrong, but to describe the 
real pr~g'ress ~nd fall of this little State.. Havi!Jg thus establish· 
ed it,, ihey secured its continuance by the m!;?ans I have related. 
It was an unobstructed experiment. It ·was not a revolution, 
which must ever precede such a. change in old and populous 
.countries. There was neither pressure from without, nor convul­
aioDI within. It wa1 a compact, into which all unanimoualy en-
tered. . . 
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~.-Although the Puritaus who migrated to America, went 
m general men of station, intelligence, and property, yet they 
were not ·a11101 There were mechanies, •"ants, and men who 
earned their bread by their daily labor.· The proportion of the 
latter was smalJ, and their eondition soon beeame better than 
1hat of their employen.• 

It wu not neceuary to ereet national ·worbhope for them, at 
1he expenH of the State, u waa the c&H in the rt!'Cent revolution 
in Paria; on the eontrary, )a'WI were pailedj regulating their 
wages, to prevent _them iiom growing ric;h too rapidly from · the 
wants of the community. For the aame cause, -no diaciplined 
troope were required to protect the government from the tumults 
oft" people. A few -constablea, to serve notice& -or legal process, 
were all the police force necessary for the adminiltration of the 
Jaw. Bnt, while they aecured the equality of all, they made due 
provision for the support. of the supremacy of the law·; and eon· 
tempt of authority waa repreaaed by fine, imprisonment, or corpo­
ral punishment. 

6th.-This ljttle State of MUBachueetta was a .federative bc!dy 
In itself. The town· meeting, al we have eeen, wu a little re­
public, .subordinate · to the central one at Boston. · So was the 
county, with it• beuch of magistrates, grend jury, and panpher· 
nalia of gwemment. Abo~e alJ, and centrolling all, was the · 
metrop()JitaJ~. or federal administration in ~UBachusetta. The 
great Ap1erican Republic did not spring, thenlfore, directly from 
the rewlution : it ' resulted u an inevitable eonsequenee of the 
settlement of the Puritans in New England, and the ins~itutiona 

·• Tbie ie the ilatural OOOI"Ie of evente in a new colony. Tbe wheel of b'tone 
t1lrDI rapidly. Tbe gentleman Ia 1000 rednced in cireometancH : hie eei"vant. 
who kDOWI the value of frugality, and ie accoalo!Ded 19. labor, becomes ri~ 
~- to ediu:ate hia aon, wbo, in hie tum. loaea eight of the me1111 by which 
tbe 'property wu acquired,' and r'!_lapaee into the obacority from which be tem­
porarily emerged. I lind iu a letter written by the ooDector of the port of :&e. 
ton (Mr. Randolph), addre•ed to Lord Clarendoo, and dated :rune 14th, 1682, 
the illlowiog aocoont or the atate or aociety : .. Tbe fint adventaren are either 
all dead, and their children drove out of all, by their fathen' aervante, or are· eo 
few and inoon•iderable, that DO DOtice Ia taken of them. And aa for all the per­
_. joiued in the faction here,-I kncnr botooe man who wu DOt a lllfVIDt. or 
a 1ervant'1 aon, who DOW gOTerJ\ the governor .and tbe wbo~e country." Tbi1 
Ia aaid to be exaggerated, Ibid it ia poeaible that the language Ia too aulimited, 
bat I am ioclin. to thiuk it Ia DOt far from the truth. · 

t Carpenten, joinera, bricklayera, eawy~tfa, and tbateben, were to receive 
DO more than two •biDing• per diem.-Ste Code of Lat111 H•UI&iMtm, voL 1. p. 
436; '101. u . 449. 



THE ENGLIBB IN AMERICA. 

they foun~ed there. It was a vigorous shoot from the old stock, 
the roota of which were stiU alive, though concealed from view, 
and were CQDitantly spreading and extending t~emselves under 
the lllirface. 

·We come now to the coasideration of the eecond period, the 
adoption of the FederB.l Constitution, and must pause for a time 
to view it in ita renovated but more. artificial form. In the his­
torical sketch given of the lit~le republic of Massachusetts, we 
observe nearly all the features of the great Union. After the 
chatter Wall withdrawn, in 1684, and a more monarchical char• 
a.cter given to the government, we have seen_tha.t th~ people had 
bec9me so accustomed and attached to their old institutions, ~hat 
they never lost· an opportunity of resisting the royal authority, 
and the interference of Parliament; and that they had so.d~m­
inated their democratic opini11ns through the other colonies, that 
the inhabitants were every where ready, and only waited for a 
suitable opportunity to thr.ow off the yoke altogether. The in­
excusable, unconstitutional, and monstrous project of ·taxing a 
free people, without their consent, unhappily afforded them the 
pretext they desired, and, availing themselves of an occasion 

. which appeared to justify to them~lves and the world a resort to 
arms, they burst their bonds by one desperate effort, and proclaim­
ed themselves independent; · They had been so long used to local 
legislation under their various charters, and other forma C)f pro­
vincial government, that they were at no loss what inlltitutions 
to substitute in their place. Preserving the~r several prescribed 
colonia.Himita, they founded a . republic in.~ch; and, from their 
put· experience of the advantages of combination, they formed, 
with no great invention in the design, but with infinite skill in 
the details, a supreme federative compact, denomina.ted1 by way 
of contradistinction to those of the separate provinetlll, the go'\lem· 
ment of the "United State&." The accidental circumstance of 
their having heretofore e:n.ted u distinct plantations, produced 
an unwillingne1111 to surrender the control which they ever exer­
cised, within theM own limita, over their own affairs. They, 
th,erefore, retained their ·respective sovereignty, and only imparted 
to the federal government so much power as was neceuary to 
prese"e uniformity on subjects of vital importance, and to enable 
it on emergencies to wield their combined resources, to treat in 
the name and on be~alf of all with foreign powera, to regulate 
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their common army and navy, and similar objects. Without 
these pre-exieting sub-divisions of the country,. they would· have 
had fo resort to one general oentral ·govemment, .which, from the 
extent of their territory, and the nature of .democracy, would, 
from neceuity, either have been too weak to be efficient, or too 
strong to be quite coneiatent with liberty.· Chance, therefore, 
happily limited their experiment to ita preseut form: 

In the great Republic we find all those peeuliaritiea that char­
acterized their first model. 

lat.-The aame vast territory for the pu~ of expansion. 
2d.-People of on~ ct~mmon origin apeaklng the aame language, 

accustomed to the same laws, veiaed in .self-government, and 
possessing all those institution&, without· which pow:er can. never 
aafely be lodged in the whole population. 

3d.-No pre-eating hierarchy, aristocracy, or hereditary orders, 
and no monarch. The. latter they had never seen. He was to 
them a mere legal fiction. Theoretically they had admitted his 
existence ; but, practically they had · never acknowledged. hia 
representative. · 

4th.- Though_ they had exhibited 'great military skill and 
courage, as well as their predecessors in Maaaachusetta, they 
never desired nor required an ·army. Like them, they had. no 
neighbors to fear, were ·remov-ed at a distance from the ~1-
l'igerent powers of Europe ; and five thouaand men under ·arma 
were sofficient to prevent or chastise the incursioni of the aav-
ages. . 

6th . ...;_Jn like manner they had no poor, but tbe:infirm aad 
the aged. In many other respects the reaembl~ce ia tCIO atrik­
ing to be misunderstood. 

'On the other hand, they niade some extensive . changes,. and 
some institutions and principle& were introduced that owe their 
origin to the statesmen that framed the Constitution, aDd not the 
old Puritan republicans. Among the· first -ahd· most important 
was universal toleration, a refusal to ~ndow or establish any form 
of religion, and a fixed determination to 'place all on a footing of 
perfect equBlity: To the caiual.observer, nothing can. be sounder 
in prin~lple, or more just and equitable in practice. I do Bot lay 
that they could have done otherwise, situated as they were at ihe 
·time ~ but no man, who understands tl_le state and operation of 
tbe varioua aecta ih the United States, but must see that in the 
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end this universal and unlimited toleration, or right of alf relig­
ions, will nltintately produce that political preponderance which 
it was designed to prevent. At the peried ·of the r&Volution, 
there were very few Romanists in any colony but Maryland ; 
and one of the gri~vances complained of by diuenting demagogues, 
was the privilege· conceded by Great ·Britain to the Fren~h in 
CaRada to enjoy religious .liberty, which they aftected to think 
would jeopardize the safety of the whole continent. The appeal 
thus made to . the prejudices of the people, produced, as it was 
desfgned, great aeerpity of feeling, and the cry of" Nb Popery," 
was added to that of" No taxation." No sooner, however, had 
they achieved their independence, than they invited emigration 
from all parts of the world, without refe~nce to·creede, and prom­
ised protection· to all . Rome availed herself of -the invitation 
so freely gi.v.en, and supplied priests and funds to her numerous 
votaries that resorted thither. Contrary to expectation, they 
proved themlielves .good democrats, extolled that tolerance in 
others which they never knew bow to· practice themselves, and 
condemned that despotism in Europe, whose chains they had 110 
long and ~ succeisfully auiated to forge. · Prejudice was dis­
armed, and apprehension allayed ; and the people congratulated 
themselves an the wisdom and jq'~ce~ of their inatltutions, that 
could work such a wondrous change in the habits and . thoughtt 
of a body of Christians, . whose very name had hi.therto been aSso­
ciated with the grossest 8Upei'lltition, and the most devoted bigotry. 
Such a fonn of religion,· they said, coul<!_ not long exist in a re­
public; mixing freely, and &BBOciating familiarly; with Protestants, · 
they would soon learn to prefer independence of mind to a blind 
aubmiuion to the dictates of a priesthood, who had 110 longer In­
quisitions to interrogate, and no dungeone to terrifY or punish 
heretics. They had hitherto seen too litile of them to know 
much about them ; and what they had heard, a& is always the 
easq wheri a character is sought for among enemies, was grouly 
exaggerated. They found them good citizens, and. w)lat was of 
equal importance, devoted republicans. Finding they .. were · by 
no means aa bad as they were repreaented, like all men who djs­
cover tha.t· they have been imposed upon, they turned a deaf ear 
to all that experience could reveal, or wisdom suggeat, as ~ the 
daDgers to be apprehended to the State, in future .times, from the. 
unity of 10 large a body, and the ·.f4cility with which its- whole 
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weight could be wielded by a foreign potentate. · Indeed there 
waa but little opportunity for refiection. · 'l'he reeourcea of the 
country were great, aad the activity of the people still grea~. 
WGlth wu to be found ·in every branch of busin.ess ; but the 
mOlt diligent and industnous apprppriatecl to themaelves the largest 
share. In this univemal search for gold, snch wu the zeal and 
the hurry of the puDUit, that there wu no time for mebitation. 
The urgent and indispensable wants of the State and of individ­
uals were supplied with impatient haste.. Futurity, like relig­
ion, wu left to take care of itse1f, in the firm ,belief .that volun· 
tatj efferts would be sufficient to meet an emergency, if it should 
ever occur. The growth was forced and unnatural, and the 
shoots so exuberant, u to lose in strength what they gained in 
size. In the mean time all wu change . . The new bad grown 
old, and the.old worn-out or decayed. Massachusetts claimed to 
be the Athens of America, and regarded its University with 
pride ami veneration. Its profe!!Bors would .adopt nothing with­
out proof. The authority of English divines eeai!ed at the revolu­
tion, and wu renounced with .that of the Parliament. 

They tht:refore ·collated manu10ripts, examined into the ·Arian 
controversy,· and reversing the decrees of the Council of Nice, 
pronounced tbe heresy to be orthodox doctrine. · · They had found-

. ed a new forni of government, why should they not adopt a new 
Qreed t It suited the rieh, the literary, and the. new f~hionable 
BOCiety of Boston, to be flattered that they were wiser than the 
Puritans, and ·far in advance of Engl.tnd, which was. behind,the 
enlightenment of th_e age. To gratify the tutes of the public, 
and not to repress them, is the busineu and aim of the voluntary 
system ; and the preachers have no reDIOn to complain of the 
parsimony of their congregations. The old denomiaations, R we 
have ieen described. have been in a great measure superseded by 
endlesl ~umbers of sects, more or less ·absurd, according tq the 
degree of prejudice that was to be pandered to, diaeontent soothed 
into complacency, or ignorance extolled into wisdom. They are 
to be found dispereea over the whole country, extending fromtthe 
lumberer's camp on the borders of Canada, to the Pacific Ocean, 
and are either offshoots from the old diuenting bodies, or indig­
enous, annual, or biennial plants. They embrB.ee every possible 
variety, from tbe intellectual Baptist (who eBChews and dispeneea 
with all human. learning, and yet very gyavely informs hia dock 
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that baptism is derived from a Gree~ word, which in the original 
language signifies " to dip," or " immerse"), to tha Mormon, who 
has a revelation and a prophet of his own. · 

While religion was thus daily put on and off like a garment, 
and its color, texture, and ahape, conatantly varied, there were 
two ~le!liastical · bodies, with fixed creeds, established formularies, 
and uniform discipline, which, though widely different from ea~h 
other, remained, amid the universal mutability. unchangml in all 
but their numbers-the Episcopal Church of the nitcd States 
aml the Church Q[ Rome. A &OOD as the former was rel~ased 
from the authority of the Engli h hierarchy, pen>ecution ceased; 
and, like all other bodie , it was permitted. to tal>e its chance, 
uumolcstetl aud unhel.'ded, for popular favor. Its growth b.ns e:t­
ceec.lcJ. aU expectation ; and its further incrl'ase, from obvio\!s 
causes, i8, fortunately lor lhll nation, tlestio!ld to b!l no Je@s cer­
tain and rapid. It is impossible to express the commemlat-iou so 
justly clue to her clergy ; for their lea.rning, piety, and self-d vo­
tion are nbove all praise. Amid all tbe secret doubt, and open 
disbelief, the co11flict of ~rectaries, ami the end]e@s changes with 
which she is surroundj!d or as ailed, her portals are eve; open to 
thotre who are heavy la.den with Cllre, and thousands are seeking 
rest in her bosom. From &ncb a bouy, so constitutetl, no d~tnger 
is to be apprehended. Unconnected with the State, she confines 
herself to her own calling. She neither asks nor desires a uui n 
with it. She has no ambition but to perfurm her allotted tusk, 
and no object but the meritorious one of being a. worthy servant 
of her ble~~red Lord an<l Master. She endeavors to make h11r 
people good Cbristia.ns, and, in doing so, makes them gootl sub­
jects. he teaches obeJience to the laws, and respect for those. 
in authority, nnd Utlbold good order in society, and virtu<?us aod 
patriotic conduct in public life. If there is danger to thll common­
wealth in the jealousiea and conteutions of sectaries, there i11 also 
security to be found in the doctriue~ and uMxccplionable conduct 
of the Church. 

Romanists, however, are not coutent with equality any where. 
They submit to it, when inevitable, not only with good gr11oc, 
but with much laudation. Tblly alwny aim, however, at hll· 

prt:macy; and when !!upreme, they ar~ ev(!r intolerant. They 
can uevcr be aJfectionate. subjects to o. Protestant mona'rcb, bu~ 
their tenets are utterly incousisteut with, and sub Cl'Sive of are-
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public. Rome has of.late years modified, or perhaps changed, 
her politics. ]i'ormerly she aided the civil power in time of. need, 
but took care to secure apme concession, in retutn, for her own 
aggrandizement. There was, however, in general, a good under­
standing between them ; her dQCtrine being that the throne and 
the altar were so inatlparably connected, that neither could _long 
exist without the other. This defensive and offensive treaty, 
however, was not without its dangers. If the Prince. was a con­
venient ally, he showed that he could 10metimes be a trouble­
some one aliO, and often mterpoaed his shield between his people 

, and the Pontiff. At last the American revolution revealed a 
new page in the theory of government. 'fhe Jesuits, the most 
able, moat s~btle, and best informed body of eccleaiastica.in the 
world on the subject of the human heart .and its passions, affec­
tions, and infirmities, and the moat skillful in entangling it in ita 
own meshes, until it becomes powerless in tlieir hands, lost no 
time in studying the new and startling -fact it·discloaed, and ap­
plying the information thus strangely elicited to the extension of 
their power. 

The experiment of un1versal _toleration, and equality of civil 
rights,-when made in a Protestant country, proved, contrary to all 
expectation, not only congenial to the principles of Popery, but 
conducive to its growth· and influence. The fact, u regarded 
th~ United States,. was too ·plain to admit of a dou&t. The 
error that these Italian divines committed lay in suppO&ing ·the 
principle to be one of general. inste,d of local applicatioq, and in 
assuming, without sufficient examination, that there was analogy 
or rese~blance between the population ~f the United States and 
tllat of any country whatever in the Old World. This mistake . /. 
bas been fatal to the repose of tbe. Old World, and has well 
nigh overWhelmed the power that conceived and aeted upon such 
a mischievous policy, Seduced, lwwever, by the unexpected 
success of the.experiment in ,4nterica, ·Romanism immediately 
allied itself to democracy every where. It thought that if it 
could break down the civil power, reduce . all ranks to a- common 
level and gradually weaken any constitutional connection between 
the several governments and Protestantism, it would recruit its 
forces from the population of .its adversaries, overthrow them in 
auc~on, or perhap11 ov;erwh~lm them all together. As far as 
pecuniary resources were conceJD.ed, it had already discovered 
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that "Peter's ·pence," contributed by the poor, out-weighed the 
rare but valuable endowments of princes. They felt, and knew 
also, that when all distinctive rank should be destroyed, its own 
spiritual . orders wauld still remain pre-eminent, exclusive, and 
perpetual. · 

Acting upon this principle, it planned and executed a revolu· 
tion .in Belgium, by which it was severed from Protestant Hol· 
land;- and althougn neither England nor France would then con· 
sent to ita· being made a republic, the reins of government were 
transfer~ed to the .hands of the priests. ·In the Rhine provinces 
of Pruuia, the affections of. the papist subjects were withdrawn 
from the. king ; and they were prepared, and instructed io join· 
the·first effective outbreak of democracy. Ireland was agitated 
to ita centre, and-the resources ofthe emvire were wasted in sup· 
porting an army in that unhappy country for the suppression of 
rebellion. In Canada the tone of the whole Roman Catholic 
body was changed; Papists have accordingly acted with the. 
greatest secrecy and unanimity, and every where obtained con· 
cessions, tbat increased their power to demand with more effect 
in future. In Europe this powerful alliance ha&.not been attend· 
ed with the sll\lCesB that was anticipated. The degenerate in­
habitants of ancient Rome-are vastly inferior in iatellect, energy, 
and virtue to tne vigorous population of young America. No 
sooner· had the Pope opened the flood ga~es of democr'"cy, than 
he was ignominiously driven. from his dominions. He "sowed 
the wind and reapei the whirlwind." In America they have 
acted more prudently ; they· have accommodated themselves to 
circumstances, and waited their time. They wa!lt but the ma­
jority, tbe allQtted number of which will soon be Completed; to 
obtain a legal and constitutional conquest of the country. The 
Irish '-re ·emigrating~ in masses ; hitherto they have sent their 
children, the whole island having been for many years past de­
signed for, and 'systematically converted into a nursery for this · 
purpose ; · now they are transpol1i.ng ~hemselvea : while Papists 
from all parts of Europe are daily swelling their forces, and aug­
menting their means. In evety Protestant country, they are a 
compact body, and know· the value of unity. In the H~use of 
Commons their cohesion and support can keep any Ministry' in 
office; I( a party, having less consistency and· principle than the 
Whigs, were williDB;jo ~- the bounds they have very properly 
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laid doWD to theJDielves; and would oirer rank and titles to their 
hierarchy, whether at home or in the colonies ; admit their poli­
ticiaoa ~the Privy Council, pay their priests, open diplomatic 
relationa with the Pope, and preclude the Church of Engl~l)d 
from the exc:lusive education of her people, can any man doubt 
that auch a body, which always makes politiC!! secondary or aux­
iliary to ita Church,· woqld give their aupport to auch ~aluable 
allies? In America they know that the natural oourse of events 
will ultimately put them .in posseasion of the government. Their 
language. therefore, is more guarded, and their conduct more 
cireumapect ; but still no public man can safely resist them. 
\Vhatever party they patronize moat succeed ; and if that party 
expect to retain office, it muat, as far as is compatible with the 
present Constitution, gratify their wiabes. · If there is any mean­
ing in termt or definitions, a repabliean form of government is 

. one that i~ built on the independent exercise by every individual 
of his own judgment. It ia obvious, then, that if the hea'if of a 
Church like that of Rome, can command, on any popular quea­
tiori·. ·a million.or ~wo of votes, a power is brought to bear upon 
the administration of the country, totally at variance with ita in­
atitutiona, and that, as his pawer incre&aea, the chief ecclesiastic 
whether be be a cardinal or archbishop, will gradually direct the 
affairs of the Jlation. In the meantime ita fate and destiny, if 
not controlled.. are at least moat.materially affected. · 

In the ephemeral experiment now trying in France, this power 
of the priesthOod .baa been already sensibly felt, ·in her extraordi­
nary intervention in·the a.fiAira of Rome; by which; after found­
ing a republic at the· expense of the blood ~f thousands of her 
subject&, abe exhibited lhe sincerity of her lov~ of freedom by 
crushing the first effort of ~e Italians to follow her example. 
That this body now exerts a ·powerful influence in the United 
States is most certain ; and that it ia likely to increase and greatly 
preponderate ia- more than probable ; to assert broadly, however, 
that such a result is inevitable, would be, to say the least of ·it, 
presumptuous. . 

An over-ruling Providence baa ~any things in store for us, 
which we are not only unable to foretell, but even to conjecture ; 
and the uncertain future no doubt cauaed ~hefoucault to lay it 
down as a ·maxim, "that what is probable seldom liappena.'" 
There ia, however, as much amartnesa u truth in the remark, 
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and it may be viewed rather as an exception than the rule ; were 
it otherwise, experience would be a fallacious guide, and reasoning 
would be useless. The present condition of Popery ·is certainly 
very anomalous; while the trunk has become· decayed, and the 
branches withered, the roots are Yigoroua, and· are conatantly 
.sending up new shoots. At home it has lapeed into indifference 
or infidelity ; in Spain, into a new ceremonial and cold obsen· 
ance ; anti in South America it is wandering into dissent. • In 
purely Roman Catholjc countril'l it is every. where languid; the 
stream is deep, but the .current is &luggish ; it appel)ra to require 
opposition to presene itS vitality. In Ireland, the Orangemen 
compel· it to .arm and withdraw within its own 1ines; in England, 
the ery of "No Popery" forCe& it to station sentinels at the out· 
posts, and to send spies into the enemy's camp; in the .. United 
States, and the colonies, it is surrQ.unded by disilent ; and to pre­
sene its people from contamination it is neceB!IIlll'Y to. resort to 
sanatory laws, and cut off 'communication, as much as possible, 
with those who live in infected di11tricta. · Some ceremonies and 
some veitments that shook puritanical simplicity, are either Jail! 
aside or resened for the edification of the faithful only ; while 
obnoxious tenets or practic~ are no longer publicly enforced, 
tliough privately taught ; for ridicule eludes the grasp, long after 
argument is vanquished. . 

Whatever men pay for, or contribute to, they value, because 
they feel they have an undivided share in the common· stock. 
And in like manner, a creed that .bas to be maintained in the . . ... 

• An extrac:t from a le~r.ofthe Rev. Mr. Mines (a ntiJaionary to tlalifornia) 
in the employment of .the American Episcopal ChullCh, dated San Francillco, 
November lat, 1849 : "The Church of Chili ia far advanced in the path of 
reformation. A Biabop ia appointed. Th~ Pope re(naea to confirm the chosen. 
the nomination is renewed iu the form of a demand; the Pope iaauea a bull or·. 
dering the cooaecration, declaring that we. have proprio mot. appointed · the 
aaid A. B . ; the b!lll -ia aenti>ack accompanied with a demand Cor tho erunre of 
the proprio motu, aa the nomination had been by the Cbnrch IUld tbe Govern· 
ment of Chili, and the Pope yielded. The curate IUld sev"eral inhabitants of a 
town urged me mnch to aecept the nee of th.ttr cbarch and p!lrform oar service. 
No explanation tl!at I waa not a Romaniat would be allowad. OIJiclat!' awl 
pre~h I moat. I told them, in. anawer to. their questions, I waa a." Christian," 
a Catholic Apostolic one, too, not a Romaniat; holding to no pope, no prayers to 
aainta, oo maaaea or propitiatory aacriftcea hy prieata fOr the liying and the dead ; 
DO auricular confeaaions. DO purgatory, but believed in the commemoratiTe 
aacriftce : ahowed ~y Prayer Book, IUld was almost forced to exhibit our forma 
ofwonhip. fn fact, the Romiah Church in aome ofthe•e ooontrie• bu toacbe4 
boUom, aDd I am IIIU'e her reCormatiun, miJht be el'ect_ed-" 
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face of oppotition, is eadeued to its advocates in proporti01r tO 1iae 
peril they incur, or the difficulties and toil of the defense. From 
the present aspect of things, however, in America, the necessary 
influence of the principle& to which I have alhsded, and the rigid 
discipline and peculiar ·nature of Popery, i~ is re&IC!Dable to enter­
tain the apprehension I have expressed, that in the course of time 
the government of the country· will be in the hands of the RoQlan­
isis. Such a aupremaey presupposes no previous change in the 
Constitution which bas already ordained that the majority is to 
rule ; so soon as they constitute the majority the sole' power be­
longs to them as a. ~atter of right. Until then, they must con­
tent themselves with exercising, as they now do, a controlling in­
fluence over the officers of the State. 

The next great change was in the right direction. From the 
l011 ofthe charter in 1684 to the Revolution, during which time 
Massachusetts was compelled to receive her governor from En­
gland, the Legislature never would settle a permanent salary upon 
him, but en«<eavored to worry or atarve him into eompliance with 
their views. A large portion of the struggle I have related be­
tween that functionary and ~he democratic party, consisted of petty 
and undignified contests on this .subject. As soon as they made 
and ·adopted a Constitution for themSelves, they abandoned the 
practice, and thus unconsoioualy condemned their past conduct. 
The preamble to the clause regulating this matter is as ·follows: 

" Aa the public good requires that tbe governor .should not be 
under the undue · influence of any of the members of the General 
Court by a dependence on them for his support •. that be should in 
all cases, act with.freedom for the benefit of the public; that he 
should not have his attention neceSBarily diverted from that object 
to his private c(!Dcerns, and that he should maintain the dignity 
of the Commonwealth in the character of its chief magistrate, it 
is necessary be ..should have an honorable and stated salary of a 
fixed and permanent value, amply sufficient for these. purposes, 
and established by standing laws. And it sha!l be among the first 
acts of the General Court, after the commen~ement of this con­
stitution, to establish such &alarY. by law accordingly." . 
· · Simil11,r language is used in the Constitution of the United 
~tates as ·regards the President. By article second, section first, 
it ~ provided that the President shall,, at. stated timef, receive 

· for hia aervioea a compensation which ahall neither be inoreued 
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nor ~minished during the period-for which he shall- have been 
elected, and he shall not receive within that period any other 
emolument from the United States or any of them. The judges 
had also been involved in the same uncertainty ud difficulty 
about their salaries._' The duties of the judiciary, though they · 
may claim NSpeet, neither can nol: ought to attract popularity. 
A judge is a terror to evil doere, and in times of excitement, when 
the ferment of the public indicaiea the approach of a rebellion, 
one of the first symptoms of danger is the attempt to overawe or 
overthrow the bench. The last Chief Justice of Maasachusetts, 
under the royal government, an old and faithful llervant of the 
Crown 'and the colony, on &.eeount of his conservative· opinions, 
narrowly escaped with his life from the fury of the mob, who 
first plundered his house of his money and .Plate, and then de­
stroyed what they could- not remove, in one general condagra· 
tion. · 

In Canada the rebellion was ushered in by continued ~Ianden, 
unprovoked attacks, and finally, unjust impeachmentS of the 
highest officers of the court. They who are bent upon mischief 
generally atte~pt first to loosen the bonds of aoeiety by weaken· 
ing the authority of the bench and lowering it in the esti~ation 
of the community. In Maaaachuaetta, at the same tUne that 
they made a fix~ provision for their g.?Vernor, they also resolved 
"that permanent and honorable 11:1lariea be established by law 
for the justices of the Supreme J~dicial Court." The judiciary 
of the United Sta~.ras we have seen, is ita sheet anchor. Ita 
power is far greater than that of England, and ita practice far 
better than that of France. The deeteea of the Supreme Coun· 
cil are final, the legislature poliiiOBBing no appel4lte jurisdiction as 
in Great Britai~. It respects the common law, and. ita own pra. 
vious decisions, which is not the practice in Fr~ce, where a 
judgment. governs the suit only in which it is given, but fixes 
no rule ob~tory upon _others in similar eases ; while in learning, 
ability, and integrity; the judges are not surpassed by those of 
any other country in the world. The power intrusted to them 
is immense, and not only requires the exercise of all those high 
qualities to. which I have referred, but great caution and conaum· 
mate prudence, as well u firmneu and decision of character. 
To evince \he least desire to extend their jurisdiction would jeop­
ardize all that hu been intrusted to them ; to surrender any 
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parri of it would tempt aggreuion, and produce those very conflicts 
it is their interest and duty to avoid. · No men can be better fit­
ted wr thia difficult and delicate task, and they are justly entitled 
to all that respect, obedience, and veneration so fully and freely 
conceded to them by a reflecting, intelligent, and grateful people. 

Their mode of appglntment I hue already deacribed ; it ia 
infinitely more honorable than that pursued in England, aud 

. incomparably superior to that which imperial folly, ignorance, or 
negligenOO! bas permitted the politicians of Canada to adopt ; and 
it is impouible to conceive· a plan more admirably well suited to 
secure a good selection, than that of the Ame'ricans. The reader 
will remember, it is an adoption of this course, or a elose,imita­
tion of it, that I have recommended for the distribution of the 
patronage in Canada, for nothing can be 10 rninous, either to 
the respectability of the bar, or to tb& effiCiency of the· ~neb, in 
small proYinces, as to make a seat on the latter dependent upon 
Yiolent partilan conduct, or coarse popularity, instead of eminence 
in the. profeesion. · · 

In England, we han ReeD that Parliament is supreme : it Clln 
alter, amend, enlarge,"or abridge the constitution as it sees fit. 
In the United. States, Congress bas no au«'h authority. It has a 
certain delegated power, it can neither extend nor restrict. Any 
such change must be submitted to the pei>ple at large in the 
-eeparate States ; consequently the validity of a'!- Act of Congreu, 
or ofa State Government, and its constitutionality, is the subject 
of adjudication in the Supreme Court, aa well as the limits of 
their respec"tive jurisdiction. The power to enforce its judgments 
ia not so strong as is deairaltle, and rests mainly on public opinion, 
and a love of order and of law in the citizens. Hitherto this bas 
been found ~!dequate for the purpose. Whether; when the j,opn­
lation . and territory of the country shall have been still further 
augmented, and contel!ts of an exciting nature between ibe States 
themselves shall arrive, it will continue to be supported and 
Obeyed, as it baa hitherto been, ia a problem not now· neee~~~&ry 
to discuss. · Every friend to national freedom and good govern-
ment, must hope for such a desirable result. · · 

Having taken this ·~bort review of (be subject, two questions 
will naturally presenf themselves to the European reader. lat. 
Can such a republican government, or any thing resembling it, 

. J1e introduced, with any hope of sucoesa. in England ? 2d. Is it 
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at all applicable to France ? I do not propoee to enter fully into 
these subjects, for the reuops already aiaigned, but shall u briefly 
u possible state a few of the reasons that in my mind are con­
clusive against any such ex.periments. First, as to England: 

In Great Britain there is doubtless a large republican party, 
composed of Chartiata ·(a set of people not very distinguished fo~ 
their intelligence) ; . Radicals (one remove above their level in 
station and means, but far below them in honesty); Political 
Dissenters (')vho have already made one attempt at a republic, 
and showed that they regard the icafrold and coilfilcation, with 
a true . Christian spirit, u the means of ·testifying their l~ve of 
their neighbors, and a just regard for the distribution of. their 
intestate estates); Irish Romanists (whose object js the removal 
of Protestants, and the substiiution of Papal ucendency); and a · 
large portion of the manufactJUing laborers, . whom free trade baa 
plunged into deplorable poverty, and whose pauions have been 
in6amed by artful, unpnncipled men. There is also a motley 
group of adventurers · and amateur aristocratic politieians, who 
rest on these muses _for support, affect to advance democracy, and 
plAy with it, u a tub to amuse the whale. There is nothing ia 
auch an aasembly.pf craft or cant, of ignoran~e or vice, to wia 
the support of honest men, while there is muoh · to alarm the 
reflecting mind. Every enlargement of the franchise is a d'owa­
ward step toward democracy, 'while each saccesaive atage ia 
progressively ~ore precipitous, and the gulf hitherto bidden in 
the distance ;a now plainly exposed to view. The landed pro­
prietor, the main suppou of .th.e mmiarchy, is rapidly losing hi1 
influence, with the decrease of his means, and his tena,nts unable 
to eoinpete in tl,ie market with foreigners, c!lll f~r a fnrther ~e­
duction ·of. rents, and a greater expenditure of capital, or threatea 
to migrate to America, wl!ere protective laws are in force, and 
likely to remain so, o~ 'a principle of prudence, that " Charity 
begins a~ home ;" and a maxim of-necessity, that " ~f preserva­
tion i!l the first. law of nature ;'' two fundamental rules worth all 
the sophistry of Sir Robert ·Peel, the declamation of Cobden, or · 
the driveling of platform orators. 

On the other hand, one consideration of grea~ magnitude il, 
thAt Great Britain 1s not a country where such a change will be 
tamely submitted. to. An Englishman is made of steme~ atufi; 
thau to mrreader hia rights wit}u)ut a atruqle. What that OOil-
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teat will be we know ~y experience, and shudder wh~n we think 
of it. The throne and the altar must first be overthrown, the 
peerage abolished, he!editary deaeent of land and title abrogated, 
and the whole frame-work of aoeiety first broken to pieces, and ·a 
new one reconstructed, a.nd set up in iti place, All thii we have 
teen that the Americans were not called upon to do ; and, with­
out repeating one's self, it may in general be .-id, that in each 
and every respect, in which England differs from the conditioD of 
the old colonies in 1783, that variance constitutes an argument 
against the experiment. · The nation is blessed or encumbered, 
u wise or foolish people may con~ider it, with all these monar­
chical institutions, feelings, and aSBOciations. It has not the 
room for the ~xpansion the United States had; noi it.a general 
education ; no.r its democratic institutions ready formed ; nor a 
people fitted for self-government ;~ nor the elements of amalgama­
tion in ita population.· 

America wu prepared for her republic from" her earliest child­
hood; trained, educated and practiced in democracy, and knew of 
nothing,elae but by report. How widely spread, bow d~ply laid, 
how well constituted, must tbo1e institutioDB hav.e been, to have 
enabled her to receive the countleu thousands of the 'lowest refuse 
of European ignorance and degradation, without injury or danger . . 
But abe bad room for them.. th~y were not &but up in cities to 
engender fears and famine; but were consigned at once to the 
canals, .railroads, tunnels, mines, bridges, and other public and 
privati) works, which engrossed and required the whole labor of 
the people. If this skeam of immigration had been limited to one 
channel it would have burst its bounds, and su~merged' a. whole 
Sta~. It was wisely diffused over the entire country, and was 
instantly ·absorbed like a summer's ·shower. England, on the 
contrary; is filled to the brim, and has opened every sluiee of 
emigration, to .relieve herself of her redundant population. 

It baa been objected to America that some of her States ·have 
repudiated their debts. Selfisbneu is an. e.v.il inseparable from 
democracy, and when the responsibility of a public act fal)s on a 
whole people, the 11ense of wrong is lost in th,e infinity of numbers ; 
quicquid multil peccatur inultum. Bpt does any rational nta11 

auppo~~e if a republic were formed in Englaad, or if any great 
extenaion of the franchise were to take pla,ee, that one of t~e first 
~of the leplature would DOt be to expUJ118 the National D.bt! 
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J;n this respect Great Britain is behind America.• In the 
former (juclging by the deterioration in the character of its legis­
lation since the introduction of the Reform and Manchester bills), 
an equal . extension of the. franchise would in all human proba· 
bility be productive of this disastrous and · dishonest. 'act. In 
America (whatever has been the behavior of individual States, 
and we have seen that the tendency in them is to retrograde, no 
apprehension has ever been entertained that Congress would be 
guilty of such iniquitous conduct. · 

. Whether a republican government ('an subsist even in America, 
with any sufficient guara.ntee for the safety of prope~y. or the 
protection of a min~rity, when her large cities shall be filled with 
paupelism, and the arable ·and available land between the Alle­
ghanies and the-Atlantic shall have been. occupied and subdivided 
by a redundant population, is, to say the least of it, a matter of 
doubt ; but that it can never be made to work harmoniously in a 
country like Great Britain, with her enormous masses of poverty 
and ignorance, is apparent to every practical man. There is no 
light strong enough to penetrate these dark regiO'll8, and the 
temptation presented by the vast inequali~y in the distribution of 
wealth, is too strong for destitution to preserve its honesty. Nor 
is such a change needed. America had no choice ; she had 
never'known any thmg but self-government, and there was no­
thing in ber elements congenial to mpnarchy. No other practi­
cable alternative w~ preseated to her; it was the only one suit­
abla to her social or political state. It was an inevitable neces­
sity, and was submitted to as such ; and at the sam'8 time unani· 
mously adop~. oherished, and lauded, as an. inestimable bleu­
ing; there were not two opinions on the subject; .it wits not a 
triuQlph over monarchy, for that had never a root in the country. 
It was not a refuge from· anarchy, for there was no period in 

• Some year• ago, l remited England after a very lnng ab1eoce, and, u i• 
. usual with colonist., beiog &llltiou to bear the debates in Parliament, went to 

the lfoaae of Comm001 u lOOn u poaaible. In the ooarse of the evening, I 
uked a 1traoger who wu 1ittiog near me, the name of the person tbeO"addre ... 
iog the bqn1e. SQfVeyiog me with unfeigned astonishment, be replied, " May I 
uk, 1ir, where you can possibly oome from, who put •uch- a question to me u 
that 1" Having ntilfit~d bim upoo that poiJ:lt, b~ nid, with much animation, 
" That is Sir Robert Peel, 1ir; look at the large ~Y of gentlemen that nppor& 
him, and then cut your eye• oo the rubbi1b on tbe other •ide of tbe bou•e." 
Alu! that this hooc!rable CODDection llboald bave been dill10lved a few days 
aAer l ~ MqQaiatecl witb Vlf iDfarmaaL k wu .. ~ llor.- Twi& 
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which law was 10bverted ; it was not the act ot a majority com: 
pelling obedience from the dissentients, for it never was ·made a 
question, or admitted of a doubt, or had ~n debated upon. It 
was an indigenous plht . that had arrived at maturity ; the eli­
mate and co'IUltty favored its growth; the fruit was agreeable to 
the eye and to .tbe palate ; the natives had ever been accustomed 
to it, and they cultivated it 'IUliv~rlally. · Nothing of the kind 
exists in England. A noxious weed of. a different species, but 
bearing the same name, baa been town, and ought to be extir-
pated in time. • . 

In America, where the people are distinpished for their 101Uld 
practical commoo BeDae, if a man were to JLttempt to. recoJ!lmead 
for adoption a mon!LJ'(lhical form of government, in all probability 
he would fail of obtaining an .audience ; and if not, he wonld at 
the· conchuion of .his harangue either be aecured aa a' lunatic, or 
punished as a traitor. In like manner, •trolling politicians who 
advocate d~moeracy in a monarcliy like England, · not only are 
bad mbjeets, but infinitely more dang!!roUI than thoee to whom 
I have just alluded; for the people to whom they address them­
aelves are vastly inferior in intelligence and love of country tQ the 
Americans, and lend a willing ear to their seductions, .and, if need 
be, would lend a· willing arm to usiat in carrying out their theo­
ries. The present form of mixed government is the only oile at 
all suitable to England. If the monarchical principle were 
strOnger, it would be ineonlisteni with Jiberty ; if the democratic 
elements were enlarged, it wouJd ~me too powerful for harmo­
nious action, and endanger the whole machinery. Much as we 
may applaud the wisdom and skill !)f the great American atatee­
~. who deviied the checks in their Constitution, and much u . 
we may admire its adaptation to the people and circumstances 
1Ulder which they were placed, no impartial politician or• sound 
statesman, whatever may be his country, but ~~t admit that it 
is infinitely inferior to 'that of England. · 

In many essential j,oints, • the Englillh legialatare is further. . . . . . . 
,. Taeltaa hu recorded .hia admiration at the th_.,- alauob a perament u 

that of Great Britain, bat queationa the practlcaba1ity, u he well might, of itll 
aucceufal operation. The •art doubt ahowa hia wiadom. A people mua& 
gradually arri•e at aucb a reaalt, lor it mut grow with itll growth. A ready­
made CODatitation Cllllauit DO people iD lbe world. Wherever It bu been tried, 
it hu failed. That at the U oi&ed Statea, wbeo oopled ill Kezioo, &appointed 
~ A Splllliab popaladoD wu IIO&iu.4 r. it. 110r WU i& CMmf..a.l 
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removed from the popular action of the mUBell, and is more inde­
pendent in its deliberation, t~an the American ; while the execu­
tive is more vigorous, more capable of a long-sustained struggle, 
&Jld at the same time the minority is better secured and defended. 
Property is represented in Parliament ~ well as numbers, and 

. the vanous orders, without which no community ever can be 
either refine<l'or agreeable, are preserved, protected, or supported. 
The effect. of monarchy on the &tate of society is directly the 
reverse of republicanism'; .instead of. depret~~ing, it elevates its 
tone .. It adds grace to beauty, polish to wit, ease to conversa­
tion, and elegante to letters;. :it adorns all that it touches; and 
who shall despise the influence and even the· value of fashion 1 
It has its own· laws as well as t~e state; and rigidly eniOrcea 
them ; but it is no leveler. It has .no republican pride, that 
disdains to acknowledge &'1111perior, and yet avails. itself of the 
poesession of gold to in1lict on others a feeling of inferiority ; it 
gives place and honor to rank and virtue, a,nd countenance and 

· encouragement to titnid or retiring merit. It is unselfish, it 
yields to all to captivate. all. It baa no argument, no politics, no 
schisms. Its very mirth is gentle. It is gay, but not boisterous; 
playful, but not personal ; scrupulous but. not captious. It in­
vests social intercourse with a:cbarm. . It limits and definell with 
precise, accuracy and delicate shading the various minute differ­
ences that always exist in 1100iety, &Jld auigna with equal skill 
and impartiality, to rank; reputation, and talent, their respective. 
places. 'Social circles lire all concentric, but ofvarioui extent 
and circumference, in proportion as they become more and more 
distant from the centre ;· they touch closely on each other, aad 
yet leave•room for independent action; they are nearly assimila­
ted, and yet sufficiently distinct to admit ef a selection that. best 
suits the incom~ or the taste of those who prefer to a880ciate on 
a foo~ of perfect equality ; while, at the same time,. many of 
those that precede or follow eacb other are so neady blended 
together, that it requires some discrimination t& say where one 

to them. The b~itation of Tacitut ia equivalent to bia praise, and both ex­
hibit unmiatakable evideuee of bia diacemmeut and judgment : "Conctu na· 
tionea," be aaya, "et 111'hea, popubiJ, ant prior~•· aut ainguli regunt. Dileeta ex 
bia et eonatitata rei publica fonDa, laudari faciliua qu!lm lnveniri; velli evenit, 
band diutoma eaae poteat" (Am;!~ Lib. IV). Ciee10 urived at '&be aame. c:onelu· · 
linn_: "Statuo ease optime eonatitutam rempublicam, que ex tribua generib11.1 
Wi1, repli. Optimo, et pop~ modice -ru.a.'' 
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enda and the other begins. Where all men are politi~ally, they soon 
become practically equal, and equality demands mutu'fll sacrifice. 
The yeoman endeavo:n to accommodate himJelf to the uaagea of 
life, and the man of the world and the gentleman relinquishes hi. 
poliah, to obliterate all trace of luperiority. When such is the 
case, distinction must be-sough:t where it can alone be found-in 
wealth. Republican life, wherever it exists, is typified in Cali· 
fornia. Toil, · premature danger, and exile are endured by the 
gold-digger; and when the fortune is amaued, and the distin· 
guished man retul'DI to his 'home, his happiness is blasted, for 
envy has found that his lilanne:n and morals have not been im· 
proved by his &BIOCiatea, that his constitution is impaired, and 
that there are othe:n &till richer than himself. wealth can do a 
vast deal in England, and, furnishes a convenient cloak where­
with to conceal infirmities. And where doea it not work won· 
ders 1 But. there is much in society in Eagland that wealth 
is unable to eftect, that it does and ever will accompliah in re­
publics: 

The second inquiry is : Is it suitable to France ? That un· 
happy country_ had, by its previous revolution, removed _all those 
obatacles th•t nature and antiquity }lad reared up in the form of 
legal inatitutions, and which still exist in England. They were 
not merely overthrown, they were annihilated; Every thing had 
been reduced to a level. But the eame whirlwind of'the paSaiona 
that had overwhelmed order, 'religion, and :virtue in one common 
wreck, proved too powerful for the partly-constituted and badly· . 

1 planiled republican edifi.ce, erected on the ruin& of the monarchy. 
No sooner had the stOrm aubaided into a comparative calm, and 
men had time to look about the.m. than it was discovered to have 
been built on no 10lid fqundation, and it was abandoned ·to its in-
evitable fate; military despotism, the last refuge of anarchy, being 
IUbatituted in its place. Its effect was not to restore order, but 
to divert the . fury of the_ people from themJelves, and di'rect it 
againat o.ther nationa. · Nearly every country ' in continental 
Europe has been deluged by blood, or devastated by fire and 
sword, to ipread t~ fraternity of liberty, and di.ffuso the inestima-
ble bleuing of having no God, no king, and obeying no 'law but 
the free and unbridled rule of animal instinct or passion, which 
has~- deified and worshiped under the specious name of reason, 
or the immutable right of man. ' After these destructive and 
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ruinous wars had ceased; and the belligerents laid down their 
arms in utter exhaustion, people soon found they could not subeiat 
without industry, and that food, though a vulgar consideration, 
was neeessuy ev~n to the enjoyment of rights. The productions 
of labor requi~ the protection of law, but that presupposes a certain 
degree of order, withoqt which it i8 a dead letter. Disorder and 
law C8J!. never be e10-e9ual, or the struggle will be too violent fpr 
public tranquillity. The latter must be by far the atrongeat; it 
then coerces by the weight, rather than the exercise of its au· 
thority; 'it should be every where felt, but nowhere ~n. It must 
be paaaive until.put into motio~; it then hears, deliberates, and 
decides. l_ta aaaiat&nce must be invoked. It aida the oppreaaed ; 
it defends the innocent; it puniShes. the guilty. But it is ·po.wer­
lesa of itself: "like every thing else, it is correlative. Reason and 
wisdom are insufficient for its support ; it requires the sanction 
of religion. In the investigation of truth, resort must be bad to 
testimony. But man is an erring being ; his imrartiality and 
veracity are not alwaya to be depended up(>n with unplicit confi· 
deuce ; he must be placed under the solemn obligation of an oath. 
But if he do n.ot believe in the .state of future rewardJs '?ld pun· 
ishments, if he is not an accountable being, you have no bold 
upon him; be eludes your grasp, and "bears false witness against 
his neighbor." 

A rctum to a state of peace afforded leisure for reflection, and 
the work of .reconstruction commenced. The monarchy waa 
again :teatored. The hierarchy resumed its functions, and the 
Dobility iheir place e.nd their duties; much that waa new waa 
added to the old &tructure, which, -with equal good taste,- and 
sound judgment, was finished ~ the same antique style. France 
recovered mcist wonderfully from the wounds indicted oa herself 
in the fury and eonvulaioDll of her delirious fever. Her financ~ 
were improved, her commerce fl~uriahed; and her ag.Jiculture 
and manufactures were reanimated. But alaa ! 11 few short 
months are sufficient to demolish the work of centuries ; and in 
the geheral wreck produced by a moral earthquake, there must 
inevitably be many things irretrievably lost, or ·destroyed. You 
may substitute others equally costly, and to· the u~practiced eye 
of the casual obae"er, apparently far more valuable; but the 
family portraits, the armor of our ancestOrs, the trophie!' of their 
valor, the prizes of their learning or virtue, the tokens and tributee 

Digitized by Googl e 



TBI!l ENGLISH I.N AM'EJliCA. 

of private fribd&hipe, the antique relics of the olden time; which 
gratified ana purified the pride, or .§timu}ated or BUBtained the 
order of &uceeeding generation&, who &ucceeeively inherited and 
eecupied the old manSion, are gone, and gone forever. A public 
muaeum, enriched by national grants and private contribution&, 
may contain a ~lleetion infinitely more ·rich and rare, and ita 
marketable value may be immeasurably greater; but who is there 
poeaeBBing the common feeling& of a gentleman, but must at once 
perceive that while the,one merely improve• the judgment and 
refine& the tute, the other connects itBelf with all the affectiouB 
of the human heart?· Wbed the restoration wu decreed, it wu 
found euier to deBign than to execut;e.the tuk. The fr~entB 
of the monarchy were few and widely dispemed. An old man, 
unacquainted with public life, IUld who.e priney had been de­
voted to punui\1 u little calculated to add dignity to a throne, 
&B to engage the sympathie& of a people, was fo~nd in exile, in a 
foreign land, and hutily summoned to . occupy the place which 
had been filled by ~ long line · of ance&ton, som• o{ whom had 
been the greatest, wiiest, brave&t, aod most illuatrio1111 monarcha 
of E111'9pe. .A. few decrepit innlids without fortune, or experi­
ence, other than that which bad been learned at the sacrifice of 
every oomfort (how hard the lot of. adversity ia to those, who 
have been nurtured in luxury, and how difficult it ia for dignity 
to clothe itaelf in the coarse garb of poverty) were. summoned 
from every part of Europe and .America to iake their seats in the 
Houae of Peen. The few BUrviving gentry, whom time or the 
guillotine bad spared, ·left the humble vocationa to which 
they had applied · themselves .for their. daily bread, , and offer­
ed their coog'rat~lations to their prince, on this l'eBumption of 
his ·rights, aceompanied by most touching appeal& to his feel­
ing&, for a similar restoration of their OWJl. The clergy cap~e 
forth from their hidi.iig places, to · re&ume empty titles, • which 
they coUld Jlot 1Upport; a~ a station which, by contrast with 

• · Tbe pu .. ge refen plll'ticolariy to what ia called la pltik Egliu. Palmer 
infimDa ua that at the time of the .French Revolutioo, there were within the 
kingdom one handre<l and thirty-five hiabopric.r: · These, togethe~ with twenty· 
lOiu i.D Savoy and Germany and elaewhet"e, ma'ki.Dg a total of one bandied and 
flAy-Dine, the Pope, at tile hiddi.Dg_of Napol-, annihilated, and created ·aisty 
Dew onea i.D their place. The ownera of thirty-sis of the old aeea refitaed com­
pliance with the Pontifical mandate, repreaenting it u t:learly controMY lb all 
1M Cdfi01II tif t1e CAurcA. Catltolk, which it undoubtedly wu. They ud their 

I 
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their means, they feared would attract more oompuaion than is 
compatible with dignity, and excite more ridicule than respect. 
Such wu the restoration. It was decrepit from age, and imbe­
cile from poverty. It wai an exhibition of the galvamzed bodies 
of a departed generation. They were strangers in tb,eir native 
land. Every thing was changed but their language. Thought, 
feeling, fashion, BOCiety, tastes, ~ucation, houn, entertainments; 
all that they had known, or recollected, or valued. The people 
regarded them u antiquated masqueraders, and they were at no 
pains to conceal that they considered the Parisians as the lees 
and dregs of the population, after the beat blood had been dra:wn 
off and expended in the rebellion. 

It was evident to all that monarchy had been so thoroughly 
exterminated, that· it was now an exotic, and not th~ more agree­
able to the country from having been transplanted by foreign 
bayonets. Although the people had applied theiilielves to agri· 
culture and COD,lmerce with great zeal and SUCcesS, they had been 
too long accustomed to the excitement of war, and the intoxica· 
tion qf military glory, to sustain with perseverance the laborious 
operations of the arts of peace, and longed for the return of N a­
poleon to lead them on to fresh victories. Impatient of repose as 
well as themselves, he placed himself at the head of the army, 
and monarchy was again overthrown. Waterloo imposed Louis 
XVIII. upon the nation once more, and a further attempt :Was 
made to give durability to the throne. Obedience may be en· 
forced, but no power on earth can extort affection. His restor&· 
tion was not the result of their choice, but their defeat ; and as 
his presence reminded them of their ~sfortune, he was tolerated 
like one billeted on the nation. His succeaaor, and heir tA:i the 
crown, Charles X., w~ soo':'- atterward escorted to the frontier by 

adbereuta de1cribed the act repeatedly, and In formal dooumeuta, u tltdl, ilkgal, 
ad utljiut ; and the new prelate• were declared by them to be llcl)iamal:ic U.. 
nde..., with whom they ooold not communicate. Hence ' lcbilm in the Romua 
Cbnrcb, which cootiuue1 to thi• day. The deprived bilhop1 and their party are 
termed by their oppoueuta Ia petiU Egli#. In the new order or thiuga that 
aro~e, the Church bec~e entirely depeudeut on the Government. The bilhop1 
coa)d.not coofer order1 without ita •auction. Bonaparte map~ed every thing 
u be thought proper; he uerciled the m01t abaolute jarildictlou, creating 
bilboprica, uniting ur 1uppreulng them. Tbil1y1teD1, with 10me modification-. 
cootiuue1 to thil day. In abDQit evflr)' country in Europe, the power of the 
Pope il cootrolled. Perbap1 it il more uQ!imited in lrelaud tbua any where elle. 
S. Hooll'• Cbrc1 Dit;t., '"" "CrM»rdtzt:• 

Q. 
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a guard of his o\Vn 10ldiers, and desired to depart in peace. Mon· 
archy W.al again &tripped of every thing but ita name. A mem­
ber of the ill-fated house of Orlean• a&pired, and wae elected; to 
occupy the dangerous station of hereditary fint magistrate, or 
president, under the equally unacceptable title to the neighbor. 
and allies of France, o~ Citizen King. Hereditary rank and 
eetate wer~ aboliahoo, and a republic, with a limited franchiee 
and reatricted qualifications for election, wa'a established in it. 
place. It was a compromiee between retreating royalty and ag· 
grel!l!live democracy. It was a truce between two irreconcilable 
partiea. A long exile in variou& countries had not' iangbt the 
king _either humility or wisdom. He had not inherited virtue 
from his father, and the people had too long despil!ed and derided 
it, even to pay it an outward respect · ' 

They prepared a charter, and both swore with much solemnity 
to observe its provisions. He distrusted their !Sincerity, and forti· 
fied Paris, under the ill-disguised pretext of protecting the city, 
but in reality to curb_ its unruly population. F!qually· treacher­
ous, but more prudent, they on their part increased their strength, 
by constantly recruiting their ranks, until they were even power· 
ful enou_gh· to look ·down all opposition. , 

By an accidental explosion of the combustibles; or a well­
Jilanned train, he was dethroned before he knew he was menaced. 
He had ·neither time for retreat nor defense. Ue was requetlted 
to abdicate, and permitted to assume a disguise and leave the 
kingdom. In this ignoble flight, his only pursuers were his own 
apprehensions, and the only escort . of ihe little fragment of his 
family that adhered to him were his own reproaches. . 

To this base imitation of royalty succeede€1 the f~ul and fecu­
lent stream of democracy,·whicb, crimso'li with thee blood of an­
other massacre, second only_ t9 that of the Huguenot&, every 
where exhaled ita noxious vapora, that threatened to poison the 
whole moral atmogphere of ~urope. Such is the country in 
which thia great experiment is to be tried, of a :.:epublic baaed 
upon univenal suffiage. Pre-exiating mOnarchy, and ita accom· 
pailying institutions, we have seen, preient no obstacle, u they 
would necessarily do in 'England, ~ If democracy were not ' the 
original growth of the country, u it was ..in America; .it ie now u 
generally diffused;- and it ia a very singular circumstance hew 
oppoeite principles, when carried to thetf full extent, produce 
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· ·mmilar reeulta. Nothing ean be wider apart than Puritanism 
and Infidelity, nothiag more unlike than their principles and 
general conduct. · The one believes most d-:voutly what the 
other denies and ridicules. They have a natural antipathy, and 
entertain a mutual horror of each other ; and yet their conduct 
affords, by. ita conaequencea, an apt illustration of the Old proverb, 
that ".extremes meet." . The one believes in a Supreme Being, 
whom he acknowledges and ·adores, but his imagination is 80 

gloomy, and his temper 80 austere; be ean see no attribute in 
him but that of vengearroe. He belieftl in a Saviour, but he 
can behold nothing in him but redemption purchasetl by blood. 
His devotion, therefore, though intense, is cold. . He applies to his 
Maker for justice. He bas but a faint conception of mercy, and 
being well satisfied with his OWn holineaa, thinks that-he who never 
offends, does not.atand in need of indulgence. -Unbending stem· 
neaa, and unrelenting d'uty, are what he values and strives to ex­
hibit. He· sees no harm, therefore, in arrai~ning his king, trying, 
convicting, and executing him ; and to show his impartiality, he 
will not spare a· prelate; who is a servant of God, when be has 
slain 'him whom, in mookery of his prerogative, he c,alla .. the 
servant of thb people." That ·he is sincere in believing this to 
be the path of·duty, we can scarcely doubt, otherwise he would 
hardly glory in it, and thank his Maker . for using him as an in­
strument for executing HiS' vengeance. The Puritans derived a 
holy pleas1,1re from this pious work ; and when they fled to M&. 
sachtisetts, refreshed their drooping spirits in the wildemeaa by 
cropping the ea:n of Tories, and boring the tongues of Quakers, 
whipping non-conformiata, and banging people under the pretense 
that they were witches. They had over two hundred victims in 
jail, 11.1 we have Bl!eD, wherewith to gratify their zeal in counter­
acting the designs of the wicked one, when a stop was put to 
their atrocious·inhumanitiea. 

The· French philosophen produced the same result by an op­
posite prooeu: The fool mentioned in Scripture, who " said in 
his heart, there is no God," had at least the ·decency to confine 
his thoughta to his own boeom. The literati, with equal folly, 
but more vanity; published this discOvery to the wlaole world, 
and .it was not difficult to o~ converts in a hungry mob, who 
were paid for their credulity by the p~perty of the Crown, and 
the reveDuet of the Church. When booty ia obtained withou1 
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the dauger of resistance, or the fear of punishment, the appetite 
for treasure, 10 eaaily obtained, growa with the gratification, ~d 
the plunder of royalty waa too tempting an opportunity to be 
loet. The death of the king waa neceuary ; but, aCQOrding to 
their reaaoni.Qg, it ought to startle none. He W!UJ llut a man ; 

· aad,. besides, he waa a criminal. If there waa no future state of 
rewards and punishment, · hia life or death waa not worth the · 
waste of one precious moment of so short an existence. But if 
there were, they must still be right ; for one of the moat- rigid 
Protestant sects in 'Europe, called Puritans, men of the strictest 
morals and_ the highest eenae of justice, had set them the exam· 
ple. Although I do not mean to confound these two parties, who 
10 widely diftered from each other, yet it is i.Dstructive to inquire 
how they were both led to the same fatal conduct. An over­
weening pride in· each waa beyond a doubt the .main cause. The 
Puritans tatWied themselves they were the beat, and the infidels 
that they were the wisest of mankind. The one left t\te mild 
and meek virtues of love, charity, aud submissive obedience to 
the care of females, and rt~~e"ed the more masculine· and sterner 
duties to themselves; while the others trausferred the Christian 
Trinity to the heathen mythology, and regarded both in the same 
light-u .the iliventions of igoorauce, auperatition, and fraud. 
The one had morals,,rtlBPected the rights of property, maintained 
order, ancl enjoined or enforced frugality, industry, and sobriety 
of conduct; the othe111 abandoned themselves tp sensual enjoy· 
menta, respected neither life, property, :nor laws, and relaxed or 
released the bonds of society. The one gave a preference to a 
democratic.over a monarchical constitution, and a Congregation&! 
to an Epiaoopal Church, and put their favorite theories into prac­
tice ; thE! other' subverted all gevemment, and all religion. They 
were both hY.JI8CriteB afte:a:. their own fashion ; the one quoting 
Scripture as a pretext for rebellion and murde~ ; the other affect· 
ing· to conault the oracles of reason, in order to give currency to 
their frauds, falsehoods, ~Utd forgeries. · That the~ waa much in 
the conduct o( the court, the inatitutiona, and the management of 
the finances of.France to amend, there can be no doubt: but 
that a revolution waa necessary .to effect . these refonns, -or that 
they were aa vicious aa baa been represented, no une now believes, 
but thoee who delight .and thrive in all civil commoiiona. But 
iftbe king waa undelerving of the cruelty, indignity, and death, 

Digitized by Googl e 



I THE El.'fGLISH ll.'f AIIBJliOA. 37l 

that he suffered at the banda of his atbeiiltical subjects, what 
shall be said of the unrel!intiog per8ecutio01 and. proscriptions of 
their clergy-a bOdy 10 numerous as to require ' the surveillance 
of one huo_dred and thirty-five bishops? It was not then, and 
never will be again, .10 long as .the world shall last, diffieult to 
select individuals of immoral lives and scandalous conduct. No 
branch of · the · U niveraal ·church ever has been 10 pure ; and 
whichever shaH claim the exemption, will prove, by ita assump­
tion, its QWn unworthiness. Human nature, at beAt, is imperfect, 
and always fallible. Of the chosen few who listened to the 
instruction and witnessed the miracles of the sacred Head of the 
Church, one betrayed his master, and-another denied him, and a 
third subsequently doubted his identity, until, to the evidence of 
sight, he was called upon to aM that of touching the body. It 
is an admirable lesson, and teaches us humility in estimating 
ourselves, and charity in-judging others. It was necessary to 
defame the Gallican Church to palliate the· confiscation of its 
effects; and to accuse,- before they condemned ·ita hierarchy, in 
order to have the pretext or a sentence for put~iog them to death, 
or driving them iota exile. They succeeded in deceiving them­
selves, but they have not duped others; and -_every candid person, 
of every creed, in Europe and America, does justice to thiiS learn­
ed, pioui, and faithful body of men, who suffered 10 much' from 
the daggers, {be dungeons, and the scaffolds of their heartless 
enemies. · · . ' . ( . 

The effect of this relapse into heathenism is still most 'sensibly 
felt in Fraflce. The whole population has to be re-converted ; a 
task wholly beyond the power of man, without the blessing of 
God upon the work. ·The gospel has no new light for them; 
they had seen and rejec~ed it, as inferior to that of reason ; it has 
no new truths to elevate and purify their minds, to ronsole them 
in their adversity, and sustain and cheer them in their ·toil or 

· tneir suBering. They. had heard them; and disbelieved them. 
They had abut their ears, and harden~ their hearts, for they 
knew not that " righteousness exalteth a nation." 

They have, however,· condescended to tolerate religion, and 
have permitted it to push ita way if'it can. Romanism can not 
long exl&t any where without makhtg itself felt. In America we 
have seen how it baa done so; and the tendency it has, by obtain· 
iog the s1,dli• of the majority, to throw power into the hands 
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of a foreign potentate. . The eame will be discovered to be the 
case in France. In lhat country, it is true, the religious element 
is 1\0t by any means so largely infused into the. character and 
constitution of the people, as in the United States; but it has 
the great advantage of being in undisturbed possession of the field, 
and of holding therefore, an undivided sway over all that is re­
ligious in the community ; whereas, in America, though numeri­
cally, perhaps, superior, an'd its adherents more devoted, there ·are 
numerous other bodies, and especially the Prote&tant Episoopal 
Church, to bold it in checJ4 and arrest its progress. This danger 
to the national government of France is greater under the present 
hierarchy and clergy, than under the old Gallican Church. That 
was a fu more patriotic body ; it was attached to the soil, and 
its miniiters were, both by birth and in h~art, Frenchmen. 
'Whereas, the existing priesthood, perceiving the frail tenure .that 
they hav~ on those in authority, that they ·are in fact nierely 
tolerated by statesmen, ~either esteemed nor respected for their of. 
fice~s sake, see in 'Rome the sole ,source of all thelr power, dignity, 
and status in society. Hence their affections _are estranged from 
the land of their nativity, to which, moreover, from the law of 
relibacy, no ties of family bind them, and they are naturally led 
to entertain Italian predileotions, and 4isseminate ultra-montane 
doctrines. · 

The i.iUlu.eqce t~ey will eVentually ·exercise on _the constitution 
can not well be overrated. Laws niay be invented to restrain 
the clergy from interfering in secula.r matters, ·and to exclude 
them from power, but while Romanism remains the same, no 
·enactments can counteract its influence. It has the education 
of .youth, the devoted'ieliance of the female heart, the ,ignorance 
of the. lower classes: the confidence and society of the rich, the 
superstition of the weak, the power of indulgence or ' penance for 
sinners; and the keys of Heaven for all. It mixes itself up with 
the tastes, the feelings, the. enjoymenill, and consolations of life. 
It receives the helpless. infant, and christening it, adds it to the 
flock, and, while imparting its creed, exacts and secures its. obe­
dience~ It trains it in its own way, when manhiiod asserts its 
independence, 'and the. world exhibits its a,llurements. It unites 
him to the object of his affections, and-makes her his companion 
for life, bestowing on both . the benediction of the- faithful. ., It 

. u~ocka the sanctuary of his· heart, aud i;, the depository of the 
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secrets of its inmGSt recesses. It adriaes him in his worldly 
affairs, ~ustains him in his trials, and prepares and consoles him 
ia the agonies of death. Can law grapple with a-power like this,­
and sa)>, ~·Thus far shalt thou go and no farther!" This is a 
power beyond a charter, and above a constitution, and they .who 
wield it must be courted ~nd not coerced. It will assi.st. an ad­
ministration, but it requires heavy subsidies for its services. · In 
the absence of religion, '!e have seen, a -republic can not exist. 
The State then must obey it, if it will rule. It is the vast 
majority of the population that, under some form or other,· profess 
Romanism, that creates the difficulty. ' 

If then the infidelity or religton of France, are both opposed to 
rational republicanism, the want of due preparation an~ congenial 
establishments for .enabling the rising generation to understand 
and appreciate self-government, is a very serious obstacle to its 
success. So much has elsewhere been aid. on this subject, that 
I do not think it necessary to follow it Into detail. .America has 
one advantage peculiar to herself, arising from her isolated 
situation. She has no neighbors of I!Ufficient power to cause her 
a single moment'• apprehension, howeVer much they may dread 
her interference . . She wants no standing army, a_ power always 
dangerous to liberty under any form of government, and ever .at· 
tended with an enormQua expense to· the nation. She has .almost 
as little need of a n~vy, ai a law of non-intercourse, would inflict 
more injury upon any country with which she bas commercial 
relations, than twice the number of men-of-war she. posse81!es. 

Eurapeall politics, on the contJ,"ary, are so vanous and. compli­
cated, and Qational rivalriea and jealouiies run so high, while 
the intermeddling policy :Of every government with the affairs 
of others, and the absurd dread that the balance of power may 
be destroyed, render it neeessary for France to keep up both 
branches of the service, on an efficient and extended scale. With 
such a force, a continental republic would hardly be secure from 
itself; without it, it would not be safe from others. a'he fuada­
mental principles of the charter of Louis Phllillpe• anticipated 
the present democracy, by decreeing an equal pp.rtition of real es­
tate, and saved it from the reproach of having ruined the country, 
by subjecting it to the experiment after it was utterly irppoverish­
ed. Its object, doubtless, was to force upon the people the adop­
tion of a de~ocracy, by reducing the condition of all landed pro-
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prietol'll to one standing ; but it was the condition of a work· 
house, a level of irredeemable poverty and wretchedneu. · 

There was nothing new, either in the theory or the result; it 
bad been tried· and rejected before this law was ever though' 
of. The best agricultural. writers of this country, though tbey 
differ; n it ia natural to suppose they sbould, aa to the betlt size 
for a farm, all agree in this. whatever may be its extent, which 
must ever depend on a variety of a~dental circumstances, it 
should not be so large as to induce the occupier to speculation in 
the markets, whereby- he is apt to withdraw his attention froo1 
his legitimate busineu, and· expose bim~~elf to bankruptcy, nor 
eo small as to require him to cultivate it with his own hands, 
which degradt.'B him to the station of a mere laborer, lind engage~~ 
him in a perpetual struggle with poverty, which in his declining 
years is sure to overpower him at last. ·Their own countrymen 
in Canada, who crowd both banks of the St. Lawrence, have 
carried out the partition of lands to the extreine length to which 
it will go, and their poverty contrasts'painfully with the plenty 
that reward!! the toil of the backwoodsman who has a more ex· 
tended field for his skill and his enterprise. 

The Acadians in Nova Scotia, the descendants of the first ad· 
venture_rs from Havre and "'Rochelle, have at last starved out their 
repugnance to lose sight of hQme, and are compelled to fish and 
engage in the coasting trade in summer, to enable them to &ub­
sist on the old paternal strip of land -in the winter. If the farmer 
is a paupei as wdl as the laborer, the operatives in ci~ies and 
the manufacturers, there is no lack of equality, ·nor are the rights 
or the p'rorerty of those in much danger, under any furm of gov· 
ernment, who have little el~~e to reward invnion beyon!l putrid 
fevers and contagious ~iseases. 

Can any one wonder there are .Red Republicans in Fran~.e? 
men who, with artns in their hands, demand bread or blood ; 
who are ~illing to work, but ean nbt find employment ; who 
would till the soil, but that the only crop th~y raise is disappoint· 
ment ; who love their nation-, but the country is too small for 
them. 

It is not necesiary_ to re~ark on the unch~ked power of a sin­
gle Chamber of Deputies, as now existing in France ; because 
we have discussed that already, and l!esides,.it can be altered and 
a &econd one added, to correspond · to a Senate. But th8 ancient 
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or. modem sub-divisions of France present no distinct sovereignties . 
like the separate States of America, that poaseued, together 
with their independence, Jaws and institutions of their own, to 
which the inhabitants . werb attached, in an equal or perhaps 
greater degree, than to those .of the Federal Government. The 
separate and independent States ~egi&late for themselves, ~ su· 
preme within thei:f own limits, and retain all their powers, _with 
the ex~ption of the fe~ they hav.e delegated to CougreU. They 
are great barriers to the_ centralization that pervades in France, 
making Paris ·the nation. They present insW'mountable difficul­
ties, in the way of encroachment on local authority, afford the 
best machinery that can be devised for trainiDg and electing sen· 
ators. The ·chamber of Deputies comes too fresh and direct 
from the people fo.r cool deliberation, or the exercise of private 
judgment. It ia the trpmpet' of the multitude, alid adds volume 
and sound to its vofce, already too powerful; it obeys rather than 
govel'llll ; or at least such is the tendency of' things. The qperation 
of this cause, we hJJ.ve seen, bas produced repudiation in some of 
the individual States of America. 

The tone of feeling in France having none of the constitutional 
checks imposed upon it, as ~ the United Stat~, must eventually 
deteriorate. Even the great revolution did not efface all· honor, 
in extirpating all religion. The nation had been>tpo long a mon· 
archy to lose its chivalroua feeling 10 suddenly, and notwithstand­
ing the subsequent changes, its military and naval establishments 
gave a charaoter and confidence tO public faitii, which it never 
could or can dnw from universal suffrage. This direct appeal 
to the peaple for the election of the whole Chamber will gradually 
bring the Auembly to think and speak like the mob they repre-: 
sent, and the voice and feeling of both will soon become identical : 
the people will contanrlnatc -their legisla.tors, and the legislators 
wil\ siill further degrade the people. But without going into d~ 
tails, I will refer my readeri to facts, contenting myself With 
merely stating that I can see nothing in the . situation, institu· 
tiona, or condition of the country to warrant us in indulging a hope 
that such a government as exists in America, or any that at all 
resembles it, can be introduced into France with any rational 
}itoepect of success. De Tocqueville, with true Gallican vanity, 
asserts that it can, for be thinks what has been effected in Amer· 
ic& can be adopted and improved in Europe ; and that whatever 
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any other people could do, his countrymen can also accomplish. 
With an equally strong Anglo-Saxon feeling, on my part, I verily 
believe thai if the difficulties to which I have alluded, were all 
removed, the French could not suooeufully carrr out the .experi­
ment. 

There is no people in ~he world who understand, or who can 
austain republican institutions, but the Americans. Several hun­
dred thousand needy adventurers recently rushed with impetuous 
haste into the gold region of California, where no law, but that 
of nature, prevailed. Their first step was to choose delegates, 
frame a Constitution, and ·put it into execution; and they estab­
lished a government with as much facility, and in as short a 
time, as the partners of a Jomt Stock Bank could agree upon 
their by-laws. What people on the earth could do this, but the 
Anglo-Saxons 1 Those fortwie-hunters were not the most enlight­
ened citizen• of America, nor her choicest lrilbjects; · ~tnd she was, 
with 10me few exceptions, as well pleased with their emigration 
aa they were themselves. · Yet they have put'to shame the Prua­
aian statesmen, the German philosophers, and the most learned 
and enlightened politicians of the old world. They were accu• 
tomed to the work, aware of the extent of their wants, and well 
acquainted· with the best method of ~stablishing and securing 
order. They were practical politicians; having first provided a 
law for the protectiOn of property, they set them8elves in ldl .haste 
to work, to acquire it,· and the document they had prepared was 
no 100ner duly sanctioned, than they were to be seen wading 
with naked legs into the river, and digging sand, and waslling it 
in a cradle to separate the gold from the drOBB. The nature and 
position of the country, and the character and temperament of 
the people (independent of all other considerations to which I 
have alluded), are of themselves of such vast importance to the 
success of a republic; that after giving the Anglo-~axon race all 
the credit it deserves, and ascribing to the Gallici.n nation all 

·the valuable qualities (and they are very numerous)' to which 
they can in any way lay claim, it may be well .doubted oil the 
one hand, whether, if France was evacuated and given up to 
the Americans, ~hey could l_oug maintain in Europe, either their 
institutions, or any thing like the amount of freedom they now 
enjoy ; and on .the other hand, if the French were put into posses­
lion of.the ierritorie1 belon,inr to the United Statel, with all ita 
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advantages of position, and all the neceuary institutions construct­
ed to their hands, whether the complicated republic would not 
be found 80 uncongenial to their habits, and 80 little adapted to 
the genius of the people, as to fail of succe11 in a very short time. 
I offer no opinion as to the durability of the government of the 
United States. The Federal Constitution, we have seen, is an 
admirable production. Those Qf the several States are inferior 
to it, al_!d their tendency is to reirograde. How far this deteri· 
oration will hereafter communicate itself to the other, time alone 
can show. Our hopes for its safety, however, are by no means 
unmixed with fear. It has ·many an unforeseen contingency and 
crisis to pa11 through, before its strength ar durability can be 
said io have been fairly tested. · 

:With the constitution of England, to say the least of it, we 
are content. As we can not obtain a better one, we may well 
forbear from unnecessary experiment. The Reform Bill, the 
Emancipation Act, and the repeal of the Navigation Laws, 'have 
taught us to place a proper reliance on the wisdom. of our fore­
fathers, and to entertain a great distrust of the hasty and inr.on· 
siderate legislation of our contemporaries. "Fools .rush in where 

• angels fear to tread." . France .having voluntarily plunged her· 
self into the caldron of democracy, after infinite suffering, has 
learned that licentiousness is not freedom, and emeute1 and insur· 
rections are not republicanism ; that the right to make laws is 
of little value, without the disposition to respect, or the power to 
enforce them ; and that that which began in confiscation and 
plunder, will inevitably be overtaken at last by the retributive 
justice ·of an inscrutabl'e Providence. Her experience bas also 
taught her that whatever be the form of government, despotic, 
monarchical, or republican (and that. -which is belt administered 
is best), the only sure and solid buis on which it ever can be built 
is religion, which at once makeB us goOd men and good subjects, 
by teaching us our duty to God and our neighbor, and renders our 
institutions, our country, md o~lves worthy of the protection and 
bleuing of Heaven. 

TBB BND. 
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Library of American Biography. . 
Edited b.y Juao SP.lua, J.L.D. Portraits, &.c. 10 vola. 12mo, 
Muslin, 17 60. Each volume sold separately, if desired, pcice 
76 cents. · 

Gieseler's Ecclesiastical History. 
From the Fourth Edition, revised and amended. Translated froru 
the German, by SAKUII:L DAVIDsolf, LL.D. Vola. I. and II. Svo, 
Muslin, 13 00. · · • 

History of the American Bible Society, -
From ita Organization in 1816 to the Present Time. By Rev. 
W. P. STaicltLAifD. With an lntroductiop, by Rev. N. L. R1ca, 
and a Portrait of Hon. ELua BouoiNOT, LL.D., first President of 
the Society. Svo, Cloth, 81 50; Sheep, 81 76. 

Biographical History of Congress: · 
Comprising Memoirs of Members of the Congreaa of the United 
States, together with a History of Internal Improvements from 
the Foundation of the Gov_!lrnment to the Present Time. By 
H&NBY G. Wanua. With PortraiCaand Fac-aimileAutograpba. 
Svo, Mualia, 13 00 per Volume. 

Schmitz's History of Rome, -
From the Earliest TJ·mes. to the Death of Commodus, A.D. Ult . . 
With Questions, by . Rosso•,- B.A. 18mo, Mualin, 76 cents 

Louis the Fourteenth, . 
and the Court of France in the Seventeenth Century. By Mila 
PARDO&. Illustrated with numerous Engravinga, Portraits; &fl. 
2 vola. J~mo, Muslin, 13 60. 

History ofthe .Girondists ; 
Or, Peraonal Memoirs of the Patriots of the French Revolution. 
By A. o& LAx UTin. From unpubliahed Soureea. 3, vola. J tmo, 
Muslin, 12 10. 

Josephus's Complete Works. 
A new Translation, by Rev. RoaaaT TuiLL, D. D. With' Note" 
Explanatory Essays, &.c., by Rev. Ja.uo T" vLoa~ of Ongar. 11 
luatrated by numerous Engravings. Publishing in Monthly Num 
bera; Svo, Paper, 26 cents each. J 

llistory of the French Revolution. 
By THoxu CnLYu. Newly Revised by the Author, wUh Ia 
dex. &.c. 2 vola. 12mo, .Mulin, 12 00. 
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YGlUable Worlu on Biography tiM History. 8 

Letters and Speeches of Cromwell. 
With Elucidations and conneetiog Narrative. By T. CnLYL&. 
2 vola. 12mo, Mualin, 12 00. 

Life of Madame Guyon. 
Life- and Religious Opinions of Madame Guyon : together witb 
aome Account of the Personal History and Religious Opinions of 
Archbishop Fenelon. By T. C. UrB.t.ll. 2 vola. 12mo, Mualin, 
~- . 

Life of Madame Catharine Adorna. 
Including some leading Facta and Traits in her Religious Expen­
ence. Together with Explanations and Remarks, tending to U­
luatrate the Doctrine of Holineaa. By T. C. UrH.t.ll. 12mo, Mu-

.. lin, 60 cents ; Muslin, gUt edges, 60 cents. 

Homes and Haunts of the British Poets. 
By WILLIJ.II HowiTT. With ~umerous Dlustrations. 2 vo ... 
12mo, Muslin, 83 00. 

History of Wonderful Inventions. 
Illustrated by numerous Engravings. 12mo, Muslin, 76 cents; 
Paper, 60 cents. 

Life and Writings of Cassius M. Clay; 
Including Speeches and Addresses. Edited, with a Preface and 
Memoir, by Houc11 Guilnv. With Portrait. 8vo, Mualin, 
1160. 

The Valley of the Mississippi. · 
History of the Discovery and Settlement of the Valley of tbe Mi• 

· siaaippi, by the three great European Powers, Spain, France, and 
Great Britain ; and the aubaequent Occupation, Settlement, and 
Extension of Civil Government by the United .States, until the 
year 1846. By Joa• W . MoJrli'l'u, Esq. Mapa. S vola. ltt'o. 
Muslin, 16 00; Sheep, 16 60. . 

Southey's Life of John Wesley; 
· · And Rise and Progreaa of Methodism. With Notea by the late 

B.t.IIOU T. CoLii&lDilll, Esq., and Remarks on the Life and Char­
acter of John Wealey, by the late ALU.t.NDIIIl K•ox. Esq. Ed· 
ited by the Rev. Ca.t.aLJ:a C. SoO'l'Bu, M.A. Second American 
Edition, with Notes, &o., by the Rev. D.t.KIIIL CoaaT, A.M. -2 
vola. 12mo, Muslin, 12 00. 

Pictorial History of England. 
Being a History of the People 88 well 88 a History of the ICinl­
dom, down to the Reign of George III. Proi\Jaely Illuattate4 
with many Hundred Engravings on Wood of Monumental Rec­
orda ; Coins ; Civil and Military Coetume; Domestic Buildinga. 
Furnitare, and Ornaments; Cathedrals and other great Worb 
of Architecture ; Sporta and other Illustrations of Manners; Me­
chanical Inventions; Portraits of Eminent Persona; and re­
markable Historical Scenes. 4. vole. lmperial8vo, Muelin, 11' 00; 
Sheep exua, 116 00; b~f Calf 116 00. 
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8 YtJlutJhle Workl 011 Biograpl&r aad Hi&tory. 

Diplomatio an.d Offioial Pa.pers Gf Daniel Web· 
ater, while Secreta!')' of State. Wi$11 Portrait. 8vo, Mualln, 
1176. 

Life of the Chevalier Baya.rd, . 
By Wu.LU.x G. Sr .. -..Eeq. Engravinp. 12mo, Mualln, 11 00. 

History of Europe, . 
From the Commencement of the French Revolution in 1789 to 
the Restoration of the Bourboas in 1816. By A~aruLo ALI· 
IOK, F.R.S. Ia addition to the Notea on Chapter LXXVI., 
which correct the errora of the original work concerning the 
United States, a copious ~nalytical Index baa been appended 
to ~hie American Edition. 4. vola. 8vo, Muslin, 14 76; Sheep 
extra, 16 00. 

Boswell's Life of Dr. Samuel Johnson. 
Including a Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides. With numerous 
Additions and Notes, by JoaN W. Caoua, LL.D. A new Edi­
tion, entirely revised, with much additional Matter. Portrait. 
ll vola. 8vo, Mualin, 12 76 ; Sheep, 13 00. , · · 

Life and Speeches of John C. Calhoun. 
With Reports and other Writings, aubsequente> his Election aa 
Vice-prealdent of the U oited States; including hie leading Speech 
on the late War, delivered in 1811. 8vo, Muslin, 11 12l. 

Life of Charlemagne. 
With an Introductory View of the History of France. By G. P. 
R. J.t.xaa, Eeq. 18mo, Muelio, .46 cents. 

Life ofHenry IV., 
King of France and Nanrre. By G. P.R. JJ.an, Elq. S vola. 
12mo, Muslin, IS 60. 

History of Chiva.lry and the Crusades. 
By G. P. R. JJ.xa, Eeq. Engravings. 18mo, Muelln, 46 c;ente. 

Neal's History of the Puritans, · . 
Or, Protestant Non-conformiete; from the Reformation in 1618 
to the Revolution ia 1~ ; comprising an ACCDunt of their Prin­
ciple~, Sufr~rioga, and the Lives aftd Charactera of their m01t 
conaiderable Divine~. With Notes, by J. 0. CsooLu, D.D. 
With Portraite. 2 vola. 8vo, Mulin, IS 60 ; Sheep, U 00. 

Neander's Life of Christ; 
In ite Historical Ooonectiona and ita Historical Development. 
Translated from the Fourth German Edition, by Profe1110111 
M•CLrnocl: and BLox&NTHAL, of Dickinson College. 8vo, Mue­
lin, 12 00 ; Sheep extra, 12 26. 

Lives of Celebrated British Statesmen. 
. The Statesmen of the Commonwealth of England; w·ith a Treat-

ise on the popular Progress in English History. By Joslf Foa .. 
na. Edited by the Rev. J. 0. CsovLu. PortraJ,t. 8vo, llaa- • 
U., 11 76 ; ibeep, 12 00. 
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CHOICE WORKS FOR LIBRARIES, 
.lUST PUBLISHED 

BY liARPER & BROTHERS; NEW YORK. 

Harper's New Monthly Magazine. 
The Magazine will contain all the continuous Talea of Dickens. 
Bulwer, Croly, Lever, Warren, and other distinguished contrib­
utors to British periodicals : Critical Noti~• of the Publica­
tions of the day : Speeches and Addresses of distinguished Men 
upon Topics of universal Interest: articles from PUDCh and other 
well known humorous publications, and some onhe master-piecea 
of classical English litllrature, illustrated in a atyle of unequaled 
elegance and beauty ; notices of Events, in Science, Literature, 
and· Art, in wllich the people at large have an interest, &c., &c. 
Special regard will be bad to suc;h Articles as relate to the Econ­
omy of Social Life, or tend to promote in any way the well-being 
of those who are engaged in any department of Productive At'­
ivity. A carefully prepared Fashion Plate and other Pictorial II· 
lustrations will ac .. mpany each Number. Every Number of the 
Magazine will contain 1« octavo pages, in double columns. The 
volumes of a single Year, therefore, will present nearly 2000 
Pages of the choicest of the Miscellaneous J..iterature of the Age. 
Tnlla.-13 00 a year, or 25 cents a Number. Bound volumes, 
comprising the Numbers for Six Months, Muslin, 12 00. 

Strickland's (Miss) Lives of the Queens of 
Scotland, and English Princesses connected with the Regal Suo­
cession of Great Britain. 6 vola. 12roo, Muslin, 11 00 per VoL 

Mayhew's Treatise on Popular Education: 
tor tbe Use of Parents and Teachers. and for Young Pers001 or 
both Sexes. Prepared and Published in accordance with a Rea­
olution of the Senate and House of Representatives of tbe State 
of Michigan. l2mo, Muslin, 11 00. 

Hildreth's History of the United States, 
From the first Settlement of the Country to the Organization ot 
Government undertbe Federal Constitution. '3 vola. Svo. Mo­
lin, 16 00 ; Sheep, 16 76; half Calf, 17 50 ... 

Ilildreth's History of the United States, contin. 
ued : from the Adoption of the Federal Constitution to the End 
of the Sixteenth Coogreas. 3 vola, Svo, Muslin, 16 00; Sheep. 
If 76 ; hal( Calf. 17 60. 
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CHOICE WORKS FOR LIBRARIES. 

Loomis's Recent Progress of Astronomy, 
Especially in the Uni&ed Statee. 12mo, Muelin, II 00. 

Cheever's (Rev. H. T.) Island World of the Pa-
cific: being the Pel'80nal Narrative and Results of Travel through 
the Sandwich or Hawaiian Ielands, and other Parts of Polyneeiia. 
With Engravinge. Illmo, Muelin, II 00. 

Lossing's Pictorial Field-Book of the Revolu· 
&ion; or, Illuatratione, by Pen and Penc_il, ofthe History, Seen 
ery, Biography, Relics, and Traditions of the War for Independ­
ence. Embellished with 600 Engravings on Wood, chiefly from 
Original Sketches by the AJlthor. In about 20 Numbers, 8vo, 
Paper, 25 cents each. 

Abbott's illustrated Histories : 
Comprising, Xerxes the Great, Cyrue the Great, Alexander the 
Great, Darius the Great, Hannibal the Carthaginian, Julius Ce­
ear, Cleopatra Queen of Egypt, Conetsntine, Nero, Romulus, Al­
fred the Great, William the Conqperor, Queen Elizabeth, Mary 
Queen ·of Scots, Charles the Firat, Charlee the Second, Queen 

·~ Anne, King John, Richard the First, William and Mary, Maria 
Antoinette, Madame Roland, Joaephine. Dluminated Title-pages, 
and nuT.eroll8 Engravings. I6mo, Muslin, 60 cents each ; Moe­
lin, gilt edges, 76 cents each. 

Abbott's-Kings and Queens; 
Or, Life in the ·Palace: consisting of Historical Sketches of Jo­
l!ephine and Maria Louiaa, Louis Philippe, Ferdinand of Austria, 
Nicholas, Isabella II., Leopold, and Victoria. With numeroue n­
lustrations. 12mo, Muslin, 11 00; Muslin, gilt edges, II :liS. 

Abbott's Summer in Scotland. 
Engravings. 12mo, Muslin, II 00. 

S~uthey's Life and Correspondence. 
Edited by his Son, Rev. CHABLII:I CuTHBERT SoUTBBV, M.A. In 
6 Parts, 8vo, Paper, 26 cents each ; one Volume, Mualin, II 00. 

Howitt's Countrv Year-Book; · 
Or, the Field, the Forest, aod the Fireside. 12mo, Muslin, 871 
cents. 

Fowler's Tre~tise on the English Language 
In its Elements and Forma. With a History of ita Origin and 
Development, and a full Grammar. Designed for Use in Col­
legea and Schools. 8vo, Muslin, It' 60; Sheep, II 76. 

Seymour's Sketches of Minnesota, 
The New England of the West. With Incidents qf Travel in 
tliat Territory during the Summer of I849. With a Map. 12mo, 
Paper, 60 cents; Muslin, 76 cents. 

Dr. Johnson's Religious Life and Death. 
limo, Mualia, 11 00. 
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CHOICE WORKS FOR LIBRARIES. 

'Vumming's Five Years of a Hunter's Life . 
In the Far Interior of South Africa. With Notices of the Na­
tive Tribes, and Anecdotes of the Chase of' the Lion, Elephant, 
Hippopotamus, Giraft"e, Rhinoceros, &c. Illustrated by numeroua 
Engravings. 2 vole. 12mo, Muslin, 11 /6. 

fhornton's Oregon and California in 1848 : 
With an Appendix, including recent and authentic Information 
on the Subject of the Gold Mines of California, and other valu­
able Matter of Interest to the Emigrant, &c. With Illuetratione 
and a Map. 2 vole. 12mo, Muslin, 81 76. 

Southey's Common-place Book. 
Edited by his Son-in-Law, Joulf WoOD Wuna, B.D. 8vo, Pa· 
per, 11 00 per Volume; Muslin, 11 26 per Volume. 

Gibbon's History of Rome, 
With Notes, by Rev. H. H. MlLJU.N and M. GurzoT. Maps arid 
Engravings. 4 vola. 8vo, Sheep extra, 15 00.-A new Cheap 
edition, with Notes by Rev. H. H. MrLxu. To which is added 
a complete Index of the whole Work and a Portrait of the An­
thor. 6 vols. 12mo {uniform with Hume), Cloth, 12 40; Sheep, 
13 oo. 

· Hume's History of England, · 
From the Invasion of Julius Cesar to the Abdication of James 
II., 1688. A new Edition, with the Author's last Corrections 
and Improvements. To which is prefixed a Short Account ot 
his Life, written by Himself. With a Portrait of the Author. 6 
vola. 12mo, Cloth, 12 40; Sheep, 83 00. 

Macaulay's History of England, 
From the Acceeeion of James II. With an original Portrait ot 
the Author. Vola. I. and II. Library Edition, 8vo, Muslin, 76 
cents per Volume; Sheep extra, 87t eents per Volume; Calf 
backs and corners, 11 00 per Volume.-Ch~ap Edition, 8vo, Pa­
per, 25 cents per Volume.-12mo (uniform with Hume), Cloth, 
40 cents per Volume. 

Leigh Hunt's Autobiography, . 
With Reminiscences of Friends and Contemporaries. S voll 
12mo, Muslin, 81 60. · 

Life and Letters of Thomas Campbell 
Edited by WrLu•• BB.lTTIB, M.D., one of hie Executors. Witb 
an Introductory Letter by W .UBINGTOK Iavrxo, Esq. Portrait. 
S Yola. t2mo, Muslin, 12 60. . 

Dyer's Life of John Calvin. · 
Compiled from authentic Sources, and particularly from his Cor· 
respondence. Portrait. limo, Muslin, 11 00. 

Moore's He8Jth, Disease, and Remedy, 
Familiarly and practically considered, in a few of their Relatiooe 
&o the Blood. 18mo, Mualin, 60 cents. · 
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f CHOICE WORKS FOR LIBRARIES. 

Humboldt's Cosmos : 
A Sketch of a Physical Description of the 'universe. Tre­
lated from the German, by E. C. <hTK. 2 vole. 12mo, Paper, 
11 50; Muslin, II 70. 

Dr. Lardner's Railway Economy: 
A Treatise on the New Art of Transport, its Management, Pro. 
pec.is, and Relations, Commercial, Financial, and Social ; with 
an Expoeilion of the Practical Results of the Railways in Op­
eration in the United Kingdom, on the Continent, and in Amer­
ica. 12mo, Paper, 76 cents; Muslin, II 00. 

Urquhart's Pillars of Hercules; 
Or, a Narrative ofTravels in Spain and Morocco in 1848. I vole 
limo, Paper, II ~; Muslin, 11 70. 

Sidney Smith's Moral Philosophy. 
An Elementary Treatise on Moral Philosophy, delivered at the 
Royal Institution in the Y eara 1804, 1806, and 1806. 12mo Mus­
lin, 11 00. 

Tefft's (Rev. B. F.) The Shoulder~Knot; 
Or, Sketches of the Three-fold Life of Man. 12mo, Paper, 60 
cents, Muslin, 75 cents. 

Bishop Hopkins's History of the Confessional. 
12mo, Muslin, 11 00. 

Greeley's Hints toward Reforms. 
In Lectures, Addressee, aad other Writings. '12mo, Mnll~a, 
11 00. 

Chalmers's Life and Writings. 
Edited by hie Son· ill Law, Rev. Wu.LU.K HAMN.t., LLD. a-vola. 

· 12mo, Paper, 76 oente; Muslin, 11 00 per Volume. · 

Chalmers's Posthumous W ork.s. 
Edited by tbe Rev. WILLU.K 'i.t.NIU, LL.D. Complete io Nine 
Volumes, comprieing, . . 

DAILI' ScJIIPTuaa RaADINe •. 8 vola. 12mo, Muslin, IS 00. 
Suu'I'B Soatrruaa RuDINGe. 2 vole. 12mo, Muslin, 12 00. 

SaaxoNa, from 1798 to 1!147. 12mo, Muslin, 11 00. 
INaTITUT&a·or Tsao1.oer. I vole. limo, Muslin, 12 00. 
PaaL&cTioNa on Butler's Analogy, Paley's Evidences of Chris 

tianity, and Hill's Lectu rea in Divinity. With Two Introductory 
Lectures, and Four A \dresses delivered in the New College, 
Edinburgh. 12mo, M~oalin, 11 00. 

Rev. H. T. Cheever's The Whale and his Cap. 
TvRS ; or, the Wbaleman's Adventures and the Whale's Biog. 
raphy, as gathered on the Homeward Cruise of the "Commo 
dore Pf!lble." With Engrallinga. 18mo, Moalin; 60 oena 

lames's Dark Scenes of'Hisi;ory. 
12mo, Muslin, 11 00; Paper, 76 cents. 

Digitized by Googl e 



CHOICE WORKS FOR LIBRARIES. IJ 

Carlyle's· Latter-Day Pamphlets. 
Comprising, l. The Present Time; 2. Model Prisons; 3. Down· 
ing Street; ol. The New Downing Street; 5. Stump Orator; 6. 
Parliaments; 7. Hudson's, Statue ; 8. Jesuitism. 12mo, Muslin, 
50 cents. 

Noel's Essay on the Union of Church and State. 
12me, Muslin, 11 25. 

Noel's Essay on Christian Baptism. 
18mo, Muslin, 60 cents. 

M~ior Ripley's War with· Mexico. 
With Mapa, f>lans of Battl~s, &c. 2 vols. Svo, Muslin I' 00 ; 
Sheep, 84 50. · 

Warburton's Conquest of Ca.na.da. 
2 vols. 12mo, :Paper, 11 40; Muslin, 11 ro. 

Ruxton's Life in the Far West 
12mo, Muslin, 60 cents; Paper, 37t cenCs. 

Corkran's History of the National Constituent 
ASSEMBLY, from May, 1848. 12mo, Muslin, 110 cents; Pa· 
per, 75 cents. 

Rev. Charles Beecher's The Incarnation; 
Or, Pictures of the Virgin and her Son. With an Introductory 
Essay, by Mrs. Hu.ataT Bucu11a STow~:. 12mo, Muslin, 50 
cents. 

A History of Wonderful Inventions. 
With lllustratioos. 12mo, Muslin, 75 cents; Muslin, gilt edges, 
8100. 

Ticknor's History of Spanish Literature. 
With Criticisms on the particular Works and Biographical No­
tices of prominent Writera. 3 vola. Svo, Muslin, 16 00; Sheep 
extra, 16 75 ; half Calf extra, 87 50. 

Benjamin Franklin's Autobiography. 
With a Sketch of his Public Services, by Rev. H. H.&ITJifGa 
WnD. With numerous exquisite Designs, by Joux G. CuuJU.a 
Svo, Muslin, 82 50 ; Sheep, 12 76; half Calf, 13 00. 

Dante's Divine Comedy: The Inferno. 
A Literal Prose Translation, with the Text of the Original, col­
lated from the best Editions, and Explanatory Notes Bv Joaa 
A. C.uLYLa, M.D. 12mo, Muslin, 81 00. 

Wallis's Glimpses of Spain; 
Or, Note.s of an unfinished Tour in 1847. 18mo, Muslin, 11 00 ; 
Paper, 75 cents. 

Sir Charles Lyell's Second Visit to the United 
STATES. t vols. 12mo, Muslin, 11 50; PaHr, 11 20. 
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CHOICE WORKS FOR LIBRARIES. 

Rev. W. P. Stlickland's History of the American 
BIBLE SOCIETY. From its Organization in 1816 to the Pres 
ent Time. With an Introduction, by Rev. N. L. RtcJ:, and a 
Portrait of Hon. ELu.a BooDtNoT, LL.D., first President of the So­
c~y .. 8vo, Sheep, 11 76; Cloth, 11 60. 

Seymour's Mornings among the Jesuits at Rome. 
Beine Notes of Conversations held with certain Jesuiw on the 
Subject of Religion in the City of Rome. 18mo, Cloth, 76 cenu; 
Paper, 62t cents. 

Gieseler's Compendium of Ecclesiastical His­
TORY. From the fourth German Edition, Revised and Amend­
ed. Translated by S.tKI18L DutDaoll', LL.D. Vola. I. and II., 
8vo, Muslin, 13 00. 

Whately's Elements of Rhetoric; · 
Compr1aing an Analysis of the Laws of Moral Evideace and of 
Persuasion. With Rules for Argumentative Composition ami El· 
ocntion. 18mo, Muslin, 37l cents. 

Whately's Elements of Logic. . 
Compnsi8g the Substance of the Article in the Encyclopedta Met 
ropolitana. With Additions, &c. The only complete American 
Edition. 18mo, Muslin, 37l cents. 

Up.ham's Life of Faith: 
EmbraciDg some of the Scriptural Principles or Doctrines ot 
Faith, the Power or Etfect of Faith in the Regulation of Man'a 
Inward Nature, and the Regulation of Faith to the Divine Guid· 
ance. 12mo, Muslin, II 00. 

Upham's Life of Madame Catharine Adorna. 
Including some leading Facts and Traits in her Religious Experi­
euce. Together with Explanations and Remarks, tending to il­
lustrate the Doctrine of Holiness. 12mo, Muslin, gilt edges, 60 
cents ; Muslin, 50 cents. 

Upham's Principles . of the Interior or Hidden 
LIFE. Designed for the Consideration of those who are seekina 
Assurance of Faith and perfect Love. 12mo, Muslin, 11 00. 

Combe's (A.) Treatise on the Physiological and 
MORAL MANAGEMENT OF INFANCY. For the Use of Par­
ents. 18ino, Muslin, 37l cents. 

Combe's (A.) Moral Philosophy; 
Or, the Duties of Man considered in his Individual, Social, and 
Domestic Capacities. 18mo, Muslin, 37l cents. 

Combe's (A.) Physiology of Digestion, 
Considered with Relation to the Principles of Dietetics, Wi~ 
Illustrations. 18mo, Muslin, 37! cents. 

Combe's (G.) System of Phrenolou. · 
With upward of 100 Enrravinp. 1tmo Mualiu, 76 oeata 
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