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An Introduction to this Work.

An abridged version of this Historic article by Carole Gray was published in the
'American Atheist,' magazine in its Spring 1999 issue, p.34.  This true story of bravery and
generosity by a Freethinker, like so many other such stories, has been lost to our history books
because of religious bigotry.  By hiding and denying the fact that non-Christian, and non-
religious, men and women have been a great factor in creating this Nation, and of caring for its
people with love, work and money, the myth that only those who belong to organized religion
has ever contributed to the welfare of mankind has been perpetuated -- the facts are quite the
contrary.

Carole Gray is one of the greatest Research Historians in America.  She has devoted her
life to Historic Research in the area of Woman Studies and of Freethought.  She has done this
Research on her own, out of a love for knowledge and an admiration for the courageous Women
of Freethought History.  Ms. Gray has compiled a magnificent two volume set of "Nineteenth
Century American Women of Freethought," that includes not only the great and known, but
many of the obscure women who contributed to the wonderful pageant of Freethought at that
time.  This History of Woman Freethinkers was offered to a national book publishing company
and would have been accepted and published in book form by them if Ms. Grey would consent to
shortening the manuscript by removing many unknown and lesser known women.  Ms. Gray
refused; "If they are removed from my book they will remain unknown, and they deserve their
place in history" she said.  Instead Ms. Gray has given the manuscript to Bank of Wisdom to
include, whole and uncut, on a CD-ROM that will be issued in 2000.  Ms. Gray still holds the
rights to her Work for all other means of publication.

Bank of Wisdom produces this present article as it came to us, note that Part 1 and Part 2
have separate page numbers, starting again with page 1 for the second part.

Emmett F. Fields
Bank of Wisdom
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