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EXTRACT
FROM PREFACE TO FIRST AND SECOND EDITIONS.

Tuag author deems it proper briefly to state the causes, which have led himn
upon venturing to place before the public, a narrative of a nation so youthful in
annals, that constitute claims to the appellation of history in its most dignified
sense. If he had been more ambitious of the credit of an historiographer, than
desirous of presenting in their true light, the historical incidents of an interest-
ing though humble people, a field of greater events and more storied interest
would have been selected. But deeds are not always to be judged by the ex-
tent of the territories which gave them origin, or principles, by the degree of
the individuals who were the means of their dissemination. Both must be tested
by their relative effects. The record of the spread of moral worth and political
freedom in a nation, however puny, is deserving of far more attention, than the
tales of a lawless ambition, whose spirit is death, and whose path, misery and
ruin. The anthor fain would trust that some of the interest and instruction
which he, himself, has derived from studying the actual condition of heathenism
as it existed among the Hawaiian nation, its providential overthrow, and the
gradual and increasing ascendancy of christianity and civilization, despite many
re-actions and unceasing hostility, will be imparted to his readers. 'The christian
community have long looked with kindly interest on this experiment ; their gifts,
labors and prayers have nourished its growth; but to the remainder of the
world, it has appeared more as an imperfectly finished picture, in which light
and shade were inharmoniously blended, than as a beautiful illustration of the
power of “God unto salvation.” In this work, it has been attempted to trace
the courses and results of the antagonistic eflorts of the several influences which
have been brought to impede or accelerate its progress, and also to preserve in
a popular form, the records of an age which were fast disappearing. In the
traditions and customs of their earlier existence, much will be found to gratify
the spirit of curiosity and research; at least, they possess the merit of forming
a portion in the general catalogue of human events, while without them, an
additional page would be numbered among the already too numerous blanks in
the history of mankind.

The author, in pursuit of health and recreation, first landed on the shores of
Oahu in 1837, imbued with much of that spirit which erroneously pervades the
interesting narratives of a Beechey, a Kotzebue, and others, who fancied them-
selves honest searchers after truth. From his course of reading and inquiries
among those, whose opportunities had allowed them to form correct opinions.—
had not their prejudices been too deep to be eradicated by reason,—he had
formed the opinion, that the Hawaiians, though bettered in morals, were a
priest-ridden people ; that sectarianism and worldly aggrandizement were the
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v PREFACE TO THE FIRST AND SECOND EDITIONS.

cogent motives of their spiritual teachers, and that they had succeeded in estab-
lishing a system of government, which for influence and secrecy of design might
justly be compared to the dominion of the Jesuits in South America. A close
examination, it was expected, would confirm these views. How far these opinions
have been retained the following pages will show. They are the results of
convictions derived from a nearly four years’ residence at these Islands, with a
diligent study of their ancient history, and its connection with the political and
religious changes. If the writer were of the same sect as that body whose
missionary labors have been instrumental of so much good, he might be accused
of a bias toward them. But such is not the case; he feels it a duty frankly to
bear testimony to truth, in whomsoever it may appear, and whatsover may be
its shape. H}zrxd his former views been established, they would have been as
freely proclaimed; his earnest desire being to contribute even a mite to the
pages of history.

To the valuable labors of the Rev. William Ellis, author of ¢ Tour Around
Hawaii,” the author has been greatly indebted, and is happy to be able to verify
the general accuracy of his statements. His former position as editor of a
weekly paper at Honolulu, ¢ The Polynesian,” and his relations with all the
parties of that place, his acquaintance with the chiefs and natives, and with
others whose personal knowledge of historical events extended beyond his,
enabled him to collect much valuable information; this, since his arrival in
Boston, has been carefully arranged and collated, with all the works of authority
relative to the Islands, including the expensive foreign editions of early voyagers.
Information has been derived from individuals who early resorted thither for
trade. Accuracy in all statements has been diligently sought, and, as all the
events are of comparatively recent occurrence, it is believed, obtained. The
translations from “ Ka Mooolelo Hawaii,” or History of Hawaii, written by the
scholars of the High School at Lahainaluna, were made by the Rev. Reuhen
Tinker, late a missionary, and may be depended on for their fidelity.

As many of the individuals whose conduct has had an important bearing upon
Hawaiian policy and reform are still living, statements which affect them have
been made only when necessary for the exposition of political movements ; and
then only upon indisputable evidence, The history of the government is so
" intimately involved with the unprincipled movements of a few characters, that to
delineate the former, it was impossible to avoid picturing the latter; while the
natural delicacy of the unobtrusive good, prevents a more public acknowledg-
ment of the quiet yet effective exertions of individuals whose visits or residences
have been peculiarly beneficial.
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CHAPTER I

Sandwich Islands—Trae Name —Situation — Number
and Extent — Harbors — General Appearance aad
Structure—Rain—Windward Sides—Leeward Sides
—Minerais—Salt Lake—Soil—Vegetable Productions
— Insects — Animals — Fishes — Climate — Winds—
Storms — Diseases — Earthquakes — Phenomena of
Tides—Meteoric Showers of 1825—Water Spouts.

Tuat important cluster of Islands,
situated in the North Pacific Ocean,
commonly known as the Sandwich Isl-
ands, were so named by Captain Cook,
at the date of their discovery by him, in
honor of his patron, the Earl of Sand-
wich, then first Lord of the Admiralty.
Their legitimate appellation, and the one
by which they still continue to be distin-
guished by the aboriginal inhabitants, is
« Hawaii nei pae aina,” a collective term,
synonymous with ¢ these Hawaijan Isl-
ands.” 'This term is derived from the
largest of the group, Hawaii, whence
the reigning family originated, and is
gradually taking the place of the former.

The central situation of the Hawaiian
Islands in the vast North Pacific, is
highly favorable to their commercial
growth. Their extremes of latitude are
from 18° 50 to 22° 20’ north, and of
longitude from 154° 53’ to 160° 15°
west from Greenwich.

This position is nearly equi-distant
from Central America, Mexico, Califor-
nia, and the Northwest Coast on the one
side, and the Russian dominions, Japan,
China, and the Phillippine lslands, on
the other. When a civilized and enter-
prising population shall have developed
the resources of those countries, these
Islands will bear the same relative im-

portance to them, in proportion to their
extent, that the West Indies now do to
North and South America.

Including Bird Island, which was well
known to the others prior to their dis-
covery, in 1778, the group consists of
twelve.

The inhabited Islands, eight in num-
ber, are of the following extent :—

NAMES. MILES LONG. MILES BROAD, SQUARE MILES.
Hawaiiyeoeense.

Maui,. .. .
Oaha,

Kahoolawe,.....

Bird Island is a barren rock, 129
miles to the northwest of Kauai. Three
of the others are equally unimportant ;
Molokini, an extinct crater of but slight
elevation, with one side open to the sea,
lies midway between Maui and Kahoo-
lawe ; Lehua, a mile to westward of
Niihau, has an elevation of 1000 feet,
some slight vegetation, and an excellent
spring of water; Kaula, seven miles
southwest from Niihau, is of less ex-
tent, and, like Bird Island, abounds with
wild fowl.

The whole embrace a superficial area
of about sixty-one hundred miles, of
which Hawait includes two-thirds, But
a small proportion of their coasts, com-
pared with the Southern groups, is
bounded by coral reefs. These are of
limited extent, and extend but a short
distance from the shore, forming a bar-
rier, over which the sea rolls in sheets
of foam.
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There are few harbors, though numer- |
ous channels occur in the reefs, affording
entrance into basins, capable of accom-
modating coasters, With the exception
of Honolulu, on the south side of Oahu,
ro* re’all*; gorr)d karbor exists. At Ewa, |
ten tﬁuew to thee weast of ‘Honolulu, there
is one w1th ‘twelve feet 'at low water on
<ethe shar ¢ thee baSin withif is “sufficiently
e *m'p‘\!,tons ta &ecewq t{le etitiré commerce
of the Pacific; but the adjoining land is
barren and forbidding. At Koolau, on
the north side of Oahu, there is another
harbor, with however but nine feet water
in the channel. The surrounding country |
is verdant, well watered, and the breeze
directly from the ocean. By deepening
these channels, should the commerce of
the kingdom ever require it, fine sites
for commercial towns would be formed.
Hilo Bay, on the north of Hawaii, com-
monly known as Byron's Bay, affords
excellent anchorage; shipping are pro-
tected by a projecting reef, and the hold-
ing ground is good, but the surf breaks
heavily upon the beach, and not unfre-
quently renders landing difficult. At all
of the principal towns, with these excep-
tions, the roadsteads are exposed; but
such is the nature of the prevailing
winds, that vessels can frequent them in
perfect safety during nine or ten months
of the year. With good ground tackle
mere is little to be feared at any season.

No dangers to navigation exist in the
vicinity of the Islands, with the exception
of a reef off the west coast of Kahoolawe.
{t is a little less than two miles from the
shore, and with two fathoms of water on
it at low tide. A few rocks, within a
circumference of two hundred feet, com-
prise its whole extent.

The structure of the group is volcanic.
On Hawaii is found the largest known
active volcano, and several others of
great size, partially or wholly quiescent.
‘I'he mountains attain an elevation of
fourteen thousand feet. They are of
great extent and grandeur, and, through-
out the group, present scenery of pecu-
liar and beautiful character. To the
rorth they slope somewhat precipitously
to the sea, covered with a greensward
at their base, and above with dense
forests, Plains are broken by deep ra-
vines, down whose steep sides cascades
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fall in bright and pretty sheets. Severak
of these often unite, as at Kauai, and
form rivers of considerable depth and
size. Palis, or precipices, in many
parts, present stupendous walls of rock,
from one thousand to three thousand
feet perpendicular elevation, directly
fronting the sea, the surging of which
forms large caverns into which the sea
rushes with stunning effect.

To the windward, and on the high-
lands, there is abundance of rain, which
keeps vegetation perennially verdant.
The leeward portions, during most of the
year, suffer from drought, and offer a
cheerless aspect. Below the region of
clouds, vastand rugged masses of broken
lava spread themselves over the country.
Plains frequently occur with a soil form-
ed of ashes and cinders, which, easily
set in motion by violent gusts of wind,
sweep over the land, and are carried to
sea in dense clouds. During the winter
months, when the trades are partially
interrupted, showers often occur.  When
much rain falls the plains become cover-
ed with a species of coarse grass, which
affords tolerable pasturage for cattle.
Extinet volcanoes are very common.
They are of every age, size and shape ;
at places, crowning the summits of lofty
hills and mountains; elsewhere rising
precipitously from plains or projecting
into the ocean, they form prominent land-
marks for navigators. One of the most
singular and well-known, is the promon-
tory near Honolulu, called Leahi, better
known as Diamond Head, from an idea
once current that precious stones were
to be found there.

The minerals are few and simple, con-
sisting of the usual variety of the lavas,
from the most solid and granular to the
light pumice-stone. Ledges of compact
lime-stone, a good material for building,
are found on several of the Islands.
These being elevated considerably above
the sea, have caused much speculation
as to how they were formed or arrived
at their present situation. The most
remarkable is at Kahuku, Oahu. No
metals have been discovered. Four miles
to the west of Honolulu, and within a
mile of the ocean, is the famous salt lake
of Alia-paakai, elevated only a few feet
above the level of the sea. It is in the
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Yreart of a crater, nearly oval in form,
and about a mile in circumference. At
certain seasons salt forms spontaneously
and in the greatest abundance ; at others
bat little is created, from its being over-
flowed by rains. Some have supposed
it a mineral salt; but the general belief
among the natives is, that it is formed
by evaporation. The following facts
favor the supposition. Its general depth
is but eighteen inches; near the centre,
a hole exists, five to six fathoms in cir-
cumference, which, as no bottom has
been found to it, is supposed to connect
with the ocean. Through this the lake
is slightly affected by the tides, and at
times it is crusted over with a stratum of
salt sufficiently strong to bear a man’s
weight.

The soil of the Islands is formed of
decomposed volcanic rocks, sand, mud
and ashes. T'o be made fertile it requires
constant irrigation. Valleys which re-
ceive the debris and rains of the moun-
tains, and for ages have been accumula-
ting deposits of vegetable mould, are
exceedingly rich and productive ; but
they are of limited extent. The soil
generally is poor, better adapted for
grazing than cultivation, though with
labor and skill it can *be made to pro-
duce good crops. Nature yields but little
spontaneously and the inhabitants have
always been obliged to exercise much
industry and ingenuity in their farms.
The principle article of food is the well
known kalo (arum esculentum). Great
labor is necessary in raising it success-
fully and it requires a year or more to
arrive at maturity.

The banana, yam, sweet potato, bread-
fruit, cocoanut, arrowroot, sugar-cane,
strawberry, raspberry, okelo, {(a berry,)
okia, (a juicy, red apple, but of poor
flavor,) are indigenous and plentiful.
Many varieties of esculent fruits and ve-
getables have been successfully intro-
duced, among which are melons, the
delicious chirimoya from Peru, limes,
oranges, guavas, pine-apples, grapes,
peaches, figs, citrons, and tamarinds,
The vegetables of the temperate region
have been acclimated to a considerable
extent. The uplands of Maui produce
excellent «[rish potatoes.” Wheat of
good quality thrives in the same region.
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An oil used in painting is extracted frem
the nut of the kukui tree (aleurites tri-
loba). Sandal wood, suitable for export-
ation, is mostly exhausted, though the
young wood is abundant.

Coffee, cotton, indigo, tobacco, sugar-
cane, mulberry, cocoa and most of the
tropical plants can be successfully cul-
tivated on the low grounds, while the
uplands are suitable for the productions
of more temperate regions.

Insects are few, though there are some
of a destructive character. A species
of caterpillar, the pelua, at certain sea-
sons destroys vegetation to a great ex-
tent, eating even the grass to its very
roots. A slug deposits its eggs in the
cotton blossoms, which, when ripe, are
pierced through by the young insects,
and the staple entirely destroyed. Large
spiders are very numerous and mischiev-
ous, weaving strong webs upon shrubs
and young trees, in such quantities as to
greatly injure them. A species of wood-
louse, the ant-cow, is very annoying.
A sooty crust, firm, hard and stiff, like
strong paper, forms upon many varieties
of trees and plants, covering the bark
and even the leaves, giving them the
singular appearance of being clothed in
mourning. Rats destroy the sugar-
cane to a considerable extent annually.
Though the Hawaiian agriculturist es-
capes many of the evils incidental to
other tropical climes, enough exist here
to make his labors no sinecure. Noxious
vermin, such as mosquitoes, fleas, cock-
roaches, scorpions and centipedes, are
a modern importation and have exten-
sively increased, Serpents, frogs or
toads have not as yet reached the Islands.
A small lizard is abundant.

The forests are usually very dense,
broken by deep chasms, hidden ravines
and deep conical-shaped pits, which ap-
pear to have once been active craters,
The trees are overgrown with masses
of ferns and parasitical vines, thickly
interlaced and spreading their shoots in
all directions, which render it a task of
great difficulty to penetrate their recess-
es, There are but few birds to enliven
these sylvan solitudes. Wild geese are
found at Hawaii; snipe, plover and wild
ducks on all the Islands. A variety of

I the owl is very common ; but nature, in
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the ornithological as well as the entomo-
logical tribe, has been chary of her gifts,
and the traveler looks in vain for the
endless varieties which the more favored
intertropical countries afford. Dogs,
swine, rats and domestic fowls are indi-
genous, and, beside the wild-fowl above
mentioned, were the only varieties of
animal food before the introduction of
cattle.

Fish, of which there are a great va-
riety, form one of the chief articles of
diet. They consist chiefly of the albicore,
bonita, flying-fish, shark, eel, and many
species preserved in artificial ponds,
which acquire a delicious flavor, and are
highly prized. The best of these is the
mullet. Edible shell-fish are also abun-
dant, of which the pearl oyster, cuttle
fish and prawn are the most palatable.

Pearls are common, but of no great size

or beauty. 'They formerly constituted a
profitable branch of trade, and were mo-
nopolized by the king., The common
oyster is not found.

The climate is salubrious, and pos-
sesses such remarkable evenness of tem-
perature that the language has no word
to express the general idea of weather.
The tropical heat is mitigated by the
trades, which blow over a wide expanse
of ocean in the temperate zone. The
shores on either side show but little dif-
ference in the results of the thermometer.
Physiologists give a certain point of
temperature as most conducive to health
and longevity. The mean heat of these
Islands approaches near to it, and is
highly favorable to the full development
and perfection of animal economy.

By visiting the interior and ascending
the mountains any desirable degree of
temperature can be attained. On the
highest mountains snow remains during
much of the year, and in exposed situ-
ations on Mauna Kea throughout the
whole. Snow storms occur on the high-
lands of Maui during the winter months.
On the upland region of Kauai, a uniform
elevation of four thousand feet, both
snow and hail occasionally occur. The
temperature here is quite regular the
year through, requiring warm garments
and fires even in the month of July.
The district is cold and wet,and of little
value. A portion of it supports a heavy

HISTORY OF THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS.

growth of timber and is frequented only
by wood-cutters. The average temper-
ature of Waimea, Hawaii, situated in
the interior, at an elevation of about
four thousand feet, is nearly 64° Fahren-
heit—48° being the lowest extreme.
This place affords an excellent retreat
for those whose constitutions have be-
come enervated by too long a residence
nearer the coast. Rains are frequent
at this altitude, but the dryness of the
soil seldom leaves the ground damp for
any length of time. AtMountain Retreat,
back of Lahaina, Maui, an elevation of
three thousand feet, the temperature va-
ries from 40° to 75°; but such situations
afford few comforts for the sick and their
dampness renders them otherwise objec-
tionable.

Localities can be selected on the sea-
shore which possess advantages for in-
valids, particularly those affected with
pulmonary complaints. Many individ-
uals by change of residence, have pro-
longed their lives for years, and others
who in the less favored regions of the
north were perpetual sufferers, live with
scarcely an admonition of their disease.
Lahaina, Kailua, Ewa and Honolulu
have all a good reputation in this respect.
At the former, during ten years, the
highest thermometrical elevation was
86°; the lowest 54°; an extreme differ-
ence of but 32°, During no day in this
period was the range greater than 19°.
June has the highest range—January
the lowest. But little rain falls-and for
successive months the sun is rarely ob-
scured by clouds.

The common range of the thermometer
at Honoluluis 12°per diem. The great-
est degree of heat during twelve years
in the shade was 90°, and 54€ for the
coldest; the mean about 75°. Kailua
and Ewa vary but little from the above.

At Koloa, Kauai, the thermometer
varies from 50° to 83°; at Waioli, from
55° to 90°, with much rain, A change
of wind affects the climate materially.
During nine months of the year the
northeast trade blows with great regu-
larity and the temperature is very uni-
form. Oahu and Kauai are the most
influenced by it ; Maui, which is larger,
has in a few places to the leeward, in-
cluding Lahaina, the regular land and
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sea breeze. Hawaii}from its size and
height of mountains, neutralizes its in-
fluence, and enjoys an almost uninter-
rupted land and sea breeze. This occurs,
in some degree, even on its northeast
coast where the trade is usually freshest,
The winds partake of the character of
the sea breeze in the day, and during
the night are so modified by the influence
of the land, as to vary their course from
off the shore, or become very light.
Where the mountain ranges are broken
by steep defiles, as at Kawaihae and other
bays on the west side, the wind rushes
through with great violence, gathering
strength as it descends until it passes off
to sea in furious gusts. During the win-
ter months the trades are interrupted,
winds from the south and west often pre-
vailing for several successive weeks ;—
calms are also frequent and of long du-
ration. The south wind brings rain and
is usually loaded with a briny vapor
injurious to vegetation. Its effects are
equally unpleasant to the human system.
Headaches, catarrhs, rhenmatism, and
kindred diseases, prevail during its con-
tinuance. Upon foreigners its influence
is very obvious, causing a compression
about the head and an enervation which
indisposes to mental or physical exertion;
the atmosphere becomes oppressive and
at times feels like the heated air of a
furnace. The miasma arising from the
lagoons to the southeast of Honolulu is
blown back upon the land, infecting the
town with an odor which but for its rarity
would be insupportable. The natives
call it the ¢sick wind, and with pro-
priety. It sometimes occurs with suffi-
cient force to destroy their frail habita-
tions and do much damage to plantations
and forests. Much of the weather at
this season is however of the most de-
lightful description; the sky becomes
cloudless, the atmosphere dry, clear and
bracing, and the whole system feels the
invigorating influence of the change.
Nothing can exceed the soft brilliancy of
the moonlight nights. Thunder-storms
are rare and light in their natare. No
hurricanes have been known.

Epidemic diseases are few and of a
light character. The mumps have pre-
vailed very generally, and in some cases
terminated fatally through mismanage-
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ment. The influenza occurs almost an-
nually but is not often fatal unless added
to other causes. The whooping-cough,
a few years since, spread through the
whole population, but soon entirely spent
itself. Contagious diseases are scarcely
known, excepting those of a cutaneous
nature, which very generally prevail,
owing to filthy habits and gross food.
The small-pox has raged in the southern
groups, but has never reached here.
Vaccination is very generally practiced.
The croup sometimes occurs. Hoapili-
wahine, a chief woman of high rank,
upwards of seventy years of age, died
of this disease in January, 1842,
Powerful volcanic eruptions, attended
with disastrous effects, have occurred on
Hawaii several times within the memory
of the present generation. Some of the
largest of the craters, such as those of
Mauna Haleakala, (house of the sun,)
on Maui, at an elevation of eleven thou-
sand feet, have been quiescent from a
period beyond the traditions of the in-
habitants. Earthquakes are chiefly con-
fined to the largest island ; the shocks
felt at Maui are slight. The immense
craters with which the former island
abounds operate as safety-valves, by
which the pent gases, generated by the
vast subterranean fires, escape. With-
out them, the thin crusts of lava which
constitute the foundation of the island,
would be rent asunder, and it would be-
come a terrific waste. Shocks are indeed
frequent, but without sufficient strength
to be very destructive. Trees are thrown
down, rocks split, and the scene of action
otherwise affected. At Hilo, in Novem-
ber, 1838, during the space of eight
days, from forty to fifty shocks occurred.
Twelve distinct ones were counted in one
night. Fortwo days and nights the earth
was in a state of continual agitation ; the
plants and flowers trembling like fright-
ened animals. In some cases the motion
was perpendicular, like that of a ship
pitching, and attended by noises and
sensations similar to those produced by
heavy waves striking against her sides,
and some degree of nausea was felt.
In others the action was lateral, easy
and undulating, unaccompanied by any
sounds. In April, 1841, several more
powerful shocks were experienced at the
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same place, one of which was quite se-
vere, The houses were violently shaken,
and had they not been constructed of
yielding materials, would have been pros-
trated. The plastering was shattered,
crockery-ware destroyed, milk thrown
from paps, stone walls cast down, and
other damage done. In March of the
same year, several of a severe nature
occurred at Kailua, which threw down
much rock from the pali. These shocks
were distinctly felt throughout Maui.

On the 25th of September, 1825, a
shower of meteoric stones occurred at
Honolulu. Reports like the firing of
cannon and the repeated discharges of
musketry were heard at about ten o’clock
in the morning. At first the supposition
was that a naval action was taking place
in the immediate neighborhood ; but the
fall of many fragments of rock, weighing
from ten to twenty pounds, accompanied
by a whizzing sound, explained the na-
ture of the noises. They struck with
sufficient force to create cavities in the
coral rock, and the pieces presented a
greyish black exterior, with a yellowish
appearance on the fractured portions.

A remarkable oscillation of the ocean
vas observed in 1837 throughout the
group. In 1819, one on a lesser scale
and unattended with any fatal conse-
quences occurred. [t was considered
by the natives as prognosticating some
dire event to their nation, and the death
of Kamehameha, which took place soon
after, was supposed to be the consumma-
tion. Upon its recurrence in 1837, the
death of his son Kauikeouli or some high
chief was confidently predicted; but as
no national calamity ensued, this super-
stition was materially weakened. On
the evening of the 7th of November, the
commotion of the waters was first noticed
at Honolulu. Neither the barometer nor
thermometer indicated any unusual at-
mospherical changes. At five o’clock it
was observed the sea was retiring. This
it did with such rapidity as to cause
much alarm among the f}c’)reigners, who
were fearful its reaction would over-
whelm the town, like the great wave
which destroyed Callao in 1746; but hun-
dreds of the native population, thought-
lessly shouting and frolicking, followed
its retreat, picking up the stranded fish,
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and viewing the whole as a rare piece of
fun. Some, however, seemed otherwise
affected, and the dismal wail which was
raised in the stillness of the evening,
carried the news far inland.

The first recession was the greatest,
being more than eight feet; the reefs
were left entirely dry, and the fishes died.
The vessels, not in the deepest water,
grounded ; but the sea quickly returned,
and in twenty-eight minutes reached the
ordinary height of the highest tides: it
then commenced receding again and fell
six feet.* It rose a few inches higher
on its third return and fell six and a half
feet. 'This action continued, with a
gradually diminishing force and extent,
throughout that night and the forenoon
of the ensuing day. The greatest rapidity
with which it fell was twelve inches in
thirty seconds.

On Hawaii and Maui the phenomenon
was more powerful and occasioned con-
siderable loss of property and lives. Its
action increased to the windward, the
northern sides of the islands being the
most affected. At Maui the sea retired
about twenty fathoms and returned with
great speed in one immense wave, sweep-
ing before it houses, trees, canoes and
human beings. At Kahului the inhabi-
tants, as at Honolulu, followed with rap-
turous delight the retreating wave, when
suddenly it turned upon them, and rising
like a steep wall, rushed forward to the
shore, burying the natives in its foam
and destroying the whole hamlet. The
amphibious character of the islanders
proved their safety, though they were
obliged to mourn the loss of two of their
number and the destruction of all their
personal effects.

At Byron’s Bay, Hawaii, the village
was crowded with people, who had col-
lected to attend a religious meeting. At
half-past six o’clock the sea retired at
the rate of five miles an hour, leaving a
great portion of the harbor dry, and
reducing the soundings in other places
from five to three and a half fathoms.
The wondering multitude, in their sim-
plicity, eagerly rushed to the beach to
witness the novel sight; quickly a gigan-
tic wave came roaring towards them at
a speed of seven to eight miles an hour,

* Hawaiian Spectator, vol. I, No 1, p. 104.
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and rising twenty feet above high-water
mark, dashed upon the coast with a stun-
ning noise like a heavy crash of thunder.
The people were buried in its flood;
houses, canoes, fish-ponds, animals, in
short, property of all kinds, were mingled
in one common ruin. Cries of distress
filled the air. Those in the water were
struggling for their lives amid the wreck
of houses or entangled among floating
timber, while their relatives who had es-
caped the torrent, were loudly bewailing
their situation. The wave which had
rushed inland bhad in its way dashed over
the deck of an English whaler at anchor
in the bay. As soon as the crew re-
covered from the shock, they lowered
their boats and through their exertions
many lives were saved. Not a canoe
had escaped, and numbers of the people,
stunned and insensible, were floating
seaward. The destruction of property
was universal; even the garnered food
was swept off. In two hamlets alone,
sixty-six habitations were destroyed and
eleven lives lost. Other portions of the
sea-coast suffered in like proportion. No
shocks of earthquakes or any tremor
of the earth were experienced, though
the action of the crater of Kilauea, the
night previous, was uncommonly furious.
In some spots its fires were quenched;
in others, chasms were opened with vio-
lent explosions. [t would appear from
the simultaneousness of the commotion
throughout the group, that it originated
at some distance. The wave struck the
several islands from apparently the same
direction.

May 17th, 1841, the same scene,
though on a much less violent scale, and
attended with no loss of life, recurred.
At twenty minutes past five o’clock, P.
M., the water in the harbor of Honolulu
was observed to be suddenly discolored
and breaking like a tide rip. It then
rushed rapidly out, leaving a portion of
the harbor and all the reef bare. This
occurred twice in the space of forty
minutes, when it resumed its ordinary
appearance. The fall was estimated at
three feet. Simultaneously, at Lahaina,
a distance of one hundred miles, the rise
and fall of the water was several feet,
and occurred frequently, at intervals of
four minutes each, rushing violently and
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with great noise over the reefs. At
about this period a similar scene was
noticed on the coast of Kamschatka.

An immense water-spout broke over
the harbor of Honolulu in May, 1809.
The atmosphere was clear and the day
calm when it was first observed. A
heavy, dark cloud hung over its body,
which appeared to be of the size of a
stout mast. As it advanced, its bulk in-
creased, until it attained the thickness
of a hogshead. Its progress was slow,
accompanied with a violent ebullition of
the water at its base. Upon touching
the reefs, the column broke, causing a
sudden rise of the sea of three feet on
the beach. Great numbers of fish were
destroyed by the weight of the mass of
water which fell. A few years before,
one broke on the north side of the island,
washed away a number of houses, and
drowned several of the inhabitants.

CHAPTER 1L

Early Hawaiian History—Former intercourse between
the Dawaiian Islands and the Tahitian, Samoan and
Marquesan groups—Superstition of * Youth-renew-
ing Fountain ”’—Creation of first inhabitants—Flood
—Origin of the World —of Hawaii — Traditions —
Ancient Hawaiian Kings — Government — Common
Law—Cruelties—Kingly power—Police—Chiefs—Ret-
inues—Rank — ITow derived—Orders of nobility —
Homage—Public councils and meetings—Conduct of
superiors towards inferiors— Litigation — Ordeals —
Praying to Death—Sorcery—Soothsayers or Magi-
cians—Character of Religion—Notions of Future State
—Hawaiian Hades—Ideas in regard to souls—Milu—
Idols—Different classes of male and female—God Lono
—Goddess Pele and her family—Hawaiian Centaur—
Fabrication of Idols—Temples or heiaus—Ceremonies
attending consecration—Human sacrifices—How ob-
tained—Animal and vegetable offerings—Diviners—
Priesthood—Ranks — General character — Taxes of
priesthood — Remarkable privileges—Taboos—Origin
and meaning of the word—Present application—Pen-
alties attached to violation of—Cities of Refuge—Com-
parison between the religions and governments of the
different groups.

The early history of the Hawaiian
nation, like that of all savages, derived
only through the uncertain medium of
oral traditions, is vague, and but slightly
calculated to reward the researches of
the curious. Their origin is involved in
an obscurity, on which their own fables,
and historical and sacred meles or songs,
are calculated to throw but little light.
A certain uniformity in the earliest tra-
ditions and manners of the most savage
nations exists, which would seem to in
dicate a common origin; or it may be
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the result of necessities, which, un-
der like circumstances, adopt the same
means to effect corresponding ends.
This may account for customs of a com-
mon character, so frequently observed in
tribes widely separated by geographical
limits, and without any means of com-
munication. The barrenness of the
savage intellect affords but partial scope
for observation and improvement. The
same idea or necessity which would call
into existence certain forms or habits of
life in one latitude, would equally arise
in another. Hence, but little confidence
can be placed in deductions founded
upon a conformity in a few isolated cus-
toms, among different barbarous commu-
nities. But, when affinities of language,
physiological resemblances, correspond-
ing manners and religious belief, and
more particularly, well established tra-
ditions, pointing to a common origin,
appear among tribes, which, in modern
times, have lost all means of communi-
cation, the inquirer finds tenable grounds
for believing in a general relationship.
This appears to be the case throughout
Polynesia. The language spoken in the
groups so widely diffused over the
Pacific Ocean, has the same common
structure, with but such differences as
may be resolved into dialects ;—the re-
sult of long non-intercourse ;—while
other peculiarities are to be attributed
to difference of soils, climates, govern-
ments and other local causes. The
New Zealander and Hawaiian, though
more than four thousand miles apart,
with all the intermediate tribes, are
members of one family, and require but
a short period to acquire the faculty of
a free exchange of ideas.

The fact that intercourse formerly
‘existed between the various groups is
tolerably well authenticated. According
to traditions, voyages were of common
occurrence. In those days their canoes
‘were said to be larger and better con-
structed than at present. From some
of the circumstances told concerning
them, it is not improbable that they
were the very boats, or proas—perhaps
of Malay origin—whic{r brought the
first inhabitants to Hawaii, and which
continued to be employed in keeping up
intercourse with the other groups as
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long as they were sea-worthy. Certain
it 1s the frail canoes of modern times
are ill adapted to voyages of two and
three thousand miles. The weather is
often very tempestuous even within the
influence of the trade winds. At the
most favorable season canoes might per-
form the voyage in safety, by stopping
at the numerous intervening coral islands
for rest and refreshment. Still it would
be more a matter of accident than skill.
Even with better means of conveyance,
and no other source of navigation than
their imperfect knowledge of the stars,
it is not to be wondered that these voy-
ages should have been discontinued, as
no traffic existed and curiosity or the
love of relatives were the only impelling
motives.

It is impossible to ascertain at what
period these adventurous voyages were
relinquished. Judging from the indefi-
niteness of the recollections concerning
them, it must have been many ages
since. Certain points of depatture, as
the southern extremities of Kahoolawe
and Hawaii, were designated as the
« foreign roads.” In Hawailan meles
the names of Nuuhiva and Tahuata,
two islands of the Marquesan group,
Upolu and Savaii, of the Samoan, and
Tahiti and others in that neighborhood,
frequently appear. Names of head-lands
and towns in many of these are also
common to others. Allusions are fre-
quent to voyages made from Oahu and
Kauai to islands far west. Tahiti or
Kahiki, which are synonymous, were
the names most commonly known, and
appears to have been the island most
visited. Popular opinion points to it as
the source whence Hawaii was peopled.
However, their ideas had become so
vague in this respect, that it was applied
to any foreign country, and to this day
its actual signification answers to the
English term «abroad.” Bolabola, the
name of an adjoining island, is usually
applied to Tahiti.

The meaning thus attached to Tahiti
arose, no doubt, from the circumstance,
that the latest voyages were made there,
and after they ceased it was the only
country the knowledge of which re-
mained among the common people. The
names of the others were preserved
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among the priests and chiefs, though
with an indistinctness that ultimately
must have consigned them to oblivion.
Even with the advantage of written lan-
guage, the knowledge of America was
Jost, or but obscurely remembered by
the adventurous Northmen. Hoopahao-
kco was the term used to express a
different or foreign dialect.

Few only of the traditions relative to
the earliest history of the islands are
worthy of recital. The first inhabitants
are related to have brought with them
from Tahiti, a hog, a dog, and a pair of
fowls. Before landing, they asked and
obtained permission of the gods, then
the sole denizens of this region, to re-
main, The arrival of a chief at Hawaii
is spoken of, who finally settled on
Kauai, and sent for his son. This son
it seems was something of a mechanic,
for he improved upon the construction
of their canoes, or perhaps introduced
the more recent improvements of Tahiti.

Other voyages are spoken of. One of
these was made by a priest, in obedience
to a communication from his god, re-
vealing to him the existence, situation,
and distance, of Tahiti, with the com-
mand to proceed thither. Obeying this
injunction, he set sail from Hawaii, with
forty companions, in four double canoes.
After an absence of fifteen years, they re-
turned and gave an interesting account
of a country they had visited, called
Haupokane, bordered with fine sandy
beaches, abounding in shell-fish and de-
licious fruits. The inhabitants were
comely and possessed much wealth,

The name of this Hawaiian Columbus |

was Kamapiikai, “a child running over
the sea.” He afterwards made three
voyages to the same place, accompanied
by numerous trains of followers, who
were tempted by his glowing description
of the newly discovered land, to share
his fortunes. As he never returned
from the fourth, he is supposed to have
perished at sea.

The most remarkable feature of this
tale, is what was related of the wai-ola-
loa, “ water of enduring life,” a fountain
or stream, said to exist in the land of
Haupokane. If we may credit Kamapii-
kai, it possessed more marvelous proper-
ties than even the far-famed # Fountain
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of Youth,” which Ponce De Leon vainly
sought for, in Florida, in 1512. By
bathing in its miraculous waters, peo-
ple, however aged or infirm, deformed
or ugly, maimed or diseased, were im-
mediately restored to youth, strength,
and beauty. Such being the reputation
of this stream, it is no matter of sur-
prise that Kamapiikai was able to entice
numbers to brave with him the dangers
of the ocean. Report does not say,
whether his crews were composed only
of those, whose necessities required
such a bath. If they were, it will more
readily account for his final loss, than
his previous success. It is not altogether
improbable that the Hawaiians derived
this story from some of their early
Spanish visitors, who had received 1t
from the Indians of Cuba; or it may
have been a superstition common to
both races.

An opinion was prevalent that the first
inhabijtants descended from the gods, or
were created on the islands. But this
may be referred to a still earlier period,
and different locality. Such traditions
being found to exist among all nations,
they evidently point to the common
origin of the human species. Each na-
tion, as it became isolated and lost knowl-
edge of its primeval history, would natu-
rally consider its own territory as the
site of the miraculous creation, and
themselves as divinely descended.

A tradition of the flood likewise exists,
which states that all the land, except
the summit of Mauna Kea, was over-
flowed by copious rains and risings of
the waters. Some of the inhabitants
preserved themselves in a *laau,” a
vessel whose height, length and breadth
were equal, and which was filled with
men, food and animals, This «laau,”
after floating awhile, finally rested upon
Mauna Kea. The waters then sub-
sided and the people went forth and
again dwelt in the land. This flood is
called Kaiakakinalii, the great deluge of
Hinalii.

Their traditions, like those of the He-
brews, refer to a period of perpetual
night, or a state of chaos, before the
world existed. Nothing that now is,
was then created, except some of the
gods. The present state was called the
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“state of light,” and creation was a
transition from darkness to light. Any
reference to existence from the earliest
time was expressed thus, “from the
state of confusion or darkness, until
now.” Hawaii was said to have been
produced from a large egg, deposited
by an immense bird upon the water,
which bursting, formed the present
island.

Maui, a superthuman being or god, is
said to have laid his hand upon the sun,
and arrested its course, to give his wife
time to finish work, which she was
anxious to complete before dark. This
was certainly carrying gallantry to an
extent never dreamed of by the chivalry
of Europe, accustomed as they were to
do brave deeds and incredible feats for
their lady loves. The analogy however
to be observed in this story, with the
miracle of Joshua, is striking, Accord-
ing to Earnest Dieffenback in his recent
travels in New Zealand, this Maui was
a being of no little repute in that coun-
try, for to him the natives attribute the
formation or fishing up of their island.
They also derive their origin from coun-
tries called Hawaiki and Tawaii, in
which names that author recognizes
Hawaii and Kauai. Dogs and taro were
brought in the first canoes from the
eastward. As further confirmation of
his idea of the Hawaiian origin of the
New Zealanders, he states that shrubs
and trees of the same genus, though
differing in species, bear similar names
in both countries.*

The query, *whence the Polynesian
family,” has been much discussed. Dr.
Lang’s ¢ View of the Origin and Migra-
tion of the Polynesian Nation,” throws
some light upon this perplexing question.
There 1s no difficulty in accounting for
the manner of peopling the islands; for
it has been found that frail canoes and
boats, either by accident or design, have
performed voyages of suflicient extent
to have arrived at the most remote lands
in the Pacific. Japanese junks have
been blown to-sea, and finally stranded
with their occupants upon distant islands,
and have reached even the continent of
America, in the 46th degree of north
latitude. In December, 1832, one was

* Vol. I, p. 88, et. seq.
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wrecked on Oahu, after having been
tossed upon the ocean for eleven months.
But four, out of a crew of nine, survived.
Similar accidents, no doubt, happened
centuries since. Lord North’s island, a
mere rock, of scarcely two miles circuit,
and upwards of a thousand miles distant
from any other land, has a numer-
ous population, which must have origin-
ated from a similar casualty. Canoes,
crowded with occupants of both sexes,
are annually picked up at sea, far away
from their places of departure, and drift-
ing about at the mercy of the weather.
The continent of Asia, owing to the
numerous intervening islands, affords
more facilities for reaching Polynesia in
this manner, than America; though
stragglers from the latter have doubtless
from time to time added to the popula-
tion, and thus created a mixture of cus-
toms, which, to some extent, indicate a
mixed origin. The probabilities are in

favor of Asia, both from affinity of lan-

guage, and from striking resemblances
in manners, idols, clothing, and physical
conformation. But all conclusions, with
the present light upon this subject, must
necessarily be speculative, and of little
practical wutility. China was known to
Egypt more than two thousand years
before the birth of Christ, and a com-
mercial intercourse maintained between
the two countries. Africa was circum-
navigated by the ancient Egyptian mar-
iners; and among the relics of their
high primary civilization, indications of
an acquaintance with the continent of
America are to be traced. Upon further
development of the history of the earliest
records of our race, it may be found that
the geography of the world was better
known than we are at present aware of
—and the peopling of isolated positions
and the migrations of nations, to have
been performed with a definite knowl-
edge of the general features of the globe.
This, as well as their purer forms of
faith, became obscured in the night of
ages, when darkness and ignorance set-
tled upon the nations of the earth. After
a lapse of four thousand years, glim-
merings only of the truth are revealed,
in the fables of a multitude of distinct
tribes of men; the general coincidence
of which points to a common parentage.
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Whatever may have been the origin
of the Hawaiians, we find in their tra-
ditions, ground for the belief that they
once possessed a simpler ritual and
purer ideas of divinity than when dis-
covered by Cook. The ideas embodied
in these traditions appear to be the frag-
ments of a faith or teachings not unlike
those of the Hebrews. Perhaps like
theirs, they came down to them from
primeval ages, before mankind had be-
come wholly corrupt; when the sons of
God walked with the children of men.
But others, and particularly several cus-
toms point to a later period, when the
Israelites had become a nation under the
ceremonial law. Ingenious minds may
find a pleasure in tracing the parallel
between customs and traditions of the
Hawaiian race and the ceremonies and
scripture of the Jews. But it requires
further research and more proof before
we can adopt the conclusion that they
sprung from the lost ten tribes.

Dibble, in his History of the American
Mission, favors this idea. He was in-
timately acquainted with all there was
to be known concerning Hawaiian tra-
ditionary history and customs, and has
succinctly enumerated the parallelisms.
He writes :

“It is frequently remarked that every barbarous na-
tion has some traditions more or less distinct of ancient
events narrated in the Holy Scriptures, and some cus-
toms and practices also that indicate the common origin
of the human race. The remark is certainly true of the
inhabitants of these islands, and to such an extent that
it is not difficult to imagine, that the Ilawaiians area
part of the scattered tribes of the children of Israel.

¢ In the regular division of time and the occurrence of
sacred seasons, at intervals, four times a month, there
may be some trace of an anclent weekly Sabbath. There
were also yearly feasts, and feasts of the new moon,
which were observed with much religious ceremony.

“There is a very ancient tradition, dated back in the
reign of Owaia, the second in genealogy of the Hawaiian
chiefs, which may be introduced here, as it seems to bear
some trace of a knowledge formerly existing, but since
lost, of a superintending power above. The tradition is
of a head having been seen in the heavens, which Jooked
out of a cloud and made the following inquiry: ¢ Who
among the kings of the earth has behaved well?’? The
men here below replied, ¢ Kahiko, one of the kings of this
lower world, was a most worthy personage, a wise man,
a priest, and an astrologer, promoting the prosperity of
his land, and the best interests of his people.’ The head
again inquired, ¢ What earthly king has been notoriously
vicious?’ Men responded, * His name is Owaia, an im-
pious man, devold of skill in divination or in war, indif-
ferent to the prosperity of the realms and the happiness
of his subjects. His every thought s absorbed in sen-
sual pleasure, and the gratification of his avarice. He
exalts himself by trampling on his subjects, whose felicity
he of course fails to consult,—~in a word, he pays no re-
gard to the counsels and example of his excellent father.’
Then said the voice, ‘It is no wonder, traly, that the
kingdom is driven to ruin, when he who holds the reins
is 2 ghampion in crime.’ Upon this the head disap-
peared.
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“ The tabu system, making sacred certain times, per-
sons and places,and containing many restrictions and
prohibitions, nay easily be interpreted as a relic much
changed and corrupted, from the ancient ceremonial ob-
servances of the Jews.

¢ The I[Tawaiians offered their first fruits to the gods.

‘‘Among the Hawaiians, till the arrival of the mission-
aries, the practice of circumcision was common., The
act was attended with religious ceremonies and performed
by a priest. An uncircumcised person was considered
mean and despicable. The practice did not cease till
formally prohibited by Kaahumanu.

“ Bvery person and thing that touched a dead body
was considered unclean, and continued 80 a certain sea-
son, and till purified by religious ceremonies.

‘““Females after child-birth and after other periods of
Infirmity, were enjoined strict separation, and were sub-
jected to ceremonies of purification similar to those of
the Jews, on penalty of death.

“ The Hawaiians had cities of refuge for the same pur-
pose and under similar regulations with those of the
Jews.

“ Hawalian tradition says that man was originally
made of the dust of the earth by Kane and Kanaloa, two
of their principal deities.

¢“They have the tradition of one Waikelenuiaiku, au
abridged story of whom 1 will here introduce, that the
reader may judge for himself how much it resembles the
history of Joseph :

“ Waikelenuiaiku was one of ten brethren, who had
one sister. They were all the children of one father
whose name was Waiku. Waikelenuiaiku was much be-
loved by his father, but his brethren hated him. On ac-
count of their hatred they carried him and cast him into
a pit belonging to Holonaeole. The oldest brother had
pity on him and gave charge to Holonaeole to take good
care of him.

“ Waikelenuiaiku escaped and fled to a country over
which reigned a king whose name was Kamohoalii.
There he was thrown into a dark place, &8 pit under
grgund, in which many persons were confined for varions
crimes.

“ Whilst Waikelenuiaiku was confined in this dark
place, he told his companions to dream dreams and tell
them to him. The night following four of the prisoners
had dreams. The first dreamed that he saw a ripe okia
(native apple) and his spirit ate it ; the second dreamed
that he saw a ripe danane and his spirit ate it ; the third
dreamed that e saw a hog and his spirit ate it ; and the
fourth dreamed that he saw awa, (a native herb produc-
ing intoxicating liquor,) pressed out the juice, and his
spirit drank it. The three first dreams (those pertaining
to food) Waikelenuiaiku interpreted unfavorably and told
the dreamers that they must prepare to die. 'The fourth
dream (that pertaining to drink) he interpreted to signify
deliverance and life.

¢ The three first dreamers were slain according to the
Interpretation and the fourth was delivered and saved.

“Afterwards, this last dreamer told Kamohoalii the
king of the land how wonderful was the skill of Waikele-
nuialka in interpreting dreams, and the king sent and
delivered him from prison and made him a principal
chief in his kingdom.

¢ They have a tradition of a certain person who was
swallowed by a fish and afterwards cast out upon dry
land,—which may be referred to the history of Jonah.

¢“ft may be added, that the poetry of the Hawaiians
hears a greater resemblance to that of the Hebrews than
to any other, that the structure of the two languages is
very similar, and especially that the causative form of
the Hawaiian verb is precisely the same with the Hiphil
of the Hebrew., Very few words however can be found
in the two languages that resemble each other.”’—pp.
26—28.

A genealogy of the kings of Hawaii
and their wives, exists from a period
long antecedent to 1778, though but few
facts of an interesting nature have been
preserved. Kahiko, (ancient,) the first
man and Kupulanakahau, the first wo-
man, gave birth to a son, called Wakea.
Among the first settlers from abroad
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were Kukalaniehu, and his wife Kaku-
laua, whose daughter married Wakea.
This couple became the progenitors of
the whole Hawaiian race. The names
of seventy-seven generations of kings
have been preserved in their historical
meles, from the last of whom Kame-
hameha claimed descent. Many mar-
velous and absurd things are related of
these men and their consorts. Papa
was believed to be the mother of the
islands, and to have created the kalo
plant, by planting a deformed child,
from which it grew. In the history of
Papa is found the eastern idea of trans-
migration of souls, as she is said to have
inhabited different bodies by passing
from one to another.

Kana was a famous warrior, and of
him marvelous deeds are told. He was
so tall that he could wade the ocean,
and, colossus-like, stand with one foot
upon Oahu and the other upon Kauai,
seventy miles apart. On one occasion,
the Hawaiians gave offence to the king
of Tahiti, who, in revenge, deprived
them of the sun. Kana, disliking the
darkness, walked through the sea to
Tahiti, where the maker of the sun,
Kahoaalii, lived. Having obtained it,
he returned and placed it where it still
remains. But stories like these, origin-
ating in the imaginations of the bards,
or superstitions of the people, have
neither interest nor value. Those given
are a specimen of the better class. As
a whole, they are characterized by won-
der and absurdity, from which it seems
impossible to extract any truth worth
preserving. In their mental twilight the
past assumed a dim and undefined ap-
pearance, and was filled with vague
shadows which became more hideous
and disproportioned as their night drew
on. The lives of the rulers were stained
with the usual crimes of heathenism,
and occupied with wars and dissensions.
But one, Luamuo, retained his power
and died a natural death. This was
justly considered as a reward for his
extraordinary virtue. Another, by the
name of Puiakalani, becoming disgusted
with the continued dissensions among
his subjects, which he was called on to
adjust, resigned his power, saying to the
people, “I am tired of ruling over the
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land, and will no longer have care of it.
It will be better for you, my subjects, to
look after your own lands in a way to suit
yourselves; while I take care of my own.”
The land soon fell into great confusion,
and the people petitioned their prince
to resume his former station, which he
consented to with the proviso of ad-
ditional power. To him is attributed
the originating of the feudal principle,
that the whole country belonged exclu-
sively to the king. From his time, all
lands were held in fief. The great
increase of tyranny arose from the con-
sideration given to the martial profes.
sion. The most illustrious warriors,
dreaded from their prowess and cruelty,
were esteemed as superior beings, and
sought after as leaders in their petty
skirmishes for territory or plunder. In
this manner, despotic power soon be-
came the inheritance of the warlike
chiefs; as for the people, they ceased
to exist except as serfs, apportioned out
with their lands to the favorites or de-
pendents of the conquerors. New and
more rigorous laws were enforced, until
every vestige of former liberty was ex-
tinguished.

It is probable that the political condi-
tion of the country, during this period,
was much the same as when first visited
by Captain Cook: wars and famine,
peace and plenty, alternating according
to the dispositions of the ruling princes.
The prevalence of such a system must
effectually have checked mental or phy-
sical advancement.

Before the conquest of Kamehameha,
the several islands were ruled by inde-
pendent kings, who were frequently at
war with each other, but more often
with their own subjects. As one chief
acquired sufficient strength, he disputed
the title of the reigning prince; if suc-
cessful, his chance of permanent power
was quite as precarious as that of his
predecessor. In some instances the title
established by force of arms remained
in the same family for several genera-
tions, disturbed, however, by frequent
rebellions. The rich wvalleys were
claimed by separate tribes, whose prin-
cipal occupation was to prey upon their
neighbors ; the highlands were arrayed
against the lowlands; robbers infested
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all the public paths, or lurked amid the
recesses of the forest. The smallest
trifle of property was a sufficient tempta-
tion to murder; and no individual was
safe away from the immediate precincts
of his own village. The traveler of the
present day hears from the lips of their
descendants many a tale of horror, as
they direct his notice to the haunts of
these men of blood and Iust. These
dark features will however be found to
be relieved by lighter shades, when the
general character of the ancient govern-
ment is explained.

It was a complete despotism, modified,
to some extent, by certain customs or
regulations, which had been promul-
gated in the early periods of their his-
tory, by the high chiefs, and which,
from their general usefulness and an-
tiquity, were considered in the light of

a traditionary code. These related prin-:

cipally to the tenure of lands, personal
security, right of property and barter.
Such was the force of public sentiment
upon these subjects, that the chiefs hesi-
tated to violate the spirit of their mean-
ing. By them the amount of taxes or
labor due the chiefs from their depend-
ants, and his duties to them, were, to
some extent, regulated. This species of
common law was particularly binding in
regard to the means of irrigation, on
which the whole value of their crops de-
pended. It regulated, for each planta-
tion, the amount of water which varies
according to the dryness of the season.
In barter, no bargain was considered as
binding until the articles were exchanged
and both parties expressed themselves
satisfied ; after which, no withdrawal
was permitted, whatever might be the
consequence. A common practice ex-
isted of paying workmen in advance.
Should they then refuse to perform the
stipulated work, their property was seiz-
ed and their plantations destroyed. In
criminal cases, the law of retaliation
prevailed, except toward their imme-
diate chiefs, who could commit any
trespass, or even murder, at their option.
In other cases, the injured party retali-
ated to the extent of their desires, un-
less they were too weak——in which event,
an appeal to the king, or the chief of
the district, ensured some light punish-
3
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ment to the offender. Life was held in
no great estimation, for murder was
punished simply by banishment. Theft
was more severely dealt with; those
who had suffered in their houses or
farms, repaired to the property of the
guilty party, even if they were the
strongest, and seized upon every avail-
able article. Whether there was any-
thing approaching the form of a trial to
prove the guilty party does not appear.
Public opinion was however so fixed on
this subject, that the whole people would
sustain those who thus desired to obtain
redress. This species of lex talionis
seems in no way calculated to have im-
proved their imorals, though perhaps
suited to their circumstances. In their
social relations the greatest hospitality
prevailed. So freely were gifts bestow-
ed, that almost a community of property
existed ; and no man would refuse food
to his bitterest enemy, should he enter
his house. Thus the temptation to theft
was much diminished, and the heinous-
ness of the offence aggravated. If a
robbery were committed on the property
of a high chief, the offender was some-
times bound hand and foot, placed in a
decayed canoe, and committed to the
waters, to await a lingering death,

Such were the nature of some of their
regulations, which, while they tended,
to some extent, to create a security of
property and person among the common
people, in their transactions with each
other, afforded but little safety against
oppression on the part of their chiefs,
The king could dispense with any of
them, and the chiefs likewise—though
an appeal to the king afforded some se-
curity against this latter abuse, ‘The
will of the monarch constituted the su-
preme law; consequently, the goveru-
ment partook of his personal character,
being more or less arbitrary, according
to his disposition. The general char-
acter of the chiefs, as might be expected,
was such as despotic power, engrafted
upon savage dispositions and sensual
appetites, would be calculated to pro-
duce.

Kumalai, an ancient king of Maui, is
noted in their annals for his oppression,
and his memory is still preserved among
the people, on account of a road of flat
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stones which he caused to be made
around the island, part of which exists
to this day. Another of these Caligulas,
whose memory was universally exe-
crated, was Huakau, a king of Hawaii.
His disposition was so malicious, that if
he saw the leg of a man more handsome-
ly tatooed than his own, he immediately
ordered it cut off. A good looking face
or handsome hair, if unfortunate enough
to attract his attention, were sufficient
to cause the possessor to be beheaded ;
the bleeding head was brought to him,
to be mangled and hacked in a most
wanton manner. He was finally slain,
in a conspiracy, by Umi, a rival king,
and two aged men, whom he had abused.

The kingly authority extended over
life, liberty and property. It was fre-
quently delegated to the governors of
the islands, or great districts, and from

them to inferior officers. No chief could

interfere with the tenant of another, and
should he desire revenge or justice, it
could only be obtained through the legit-
imate lord, unless he chose to risk a
contest. 'The greatest safeguard of the
people consisted in the self-interest of
their masters, whose wealth and power
depended chiefty on the number of their
bondmen. The king was chief magis-
trate, and the ultimate source of appeal.

No regular police existed. The im-
mediate attendants of the chiefs executed
their orders. These attendants were
very numerous, every person of rank
being supplied according to his grade.
A certain number were bosom friends,
who always remained privileged idlers
about the persons of their lords, having
no voice in political affairs, but living
upon his revenues: the others held dif-
ferent offices in the household, more or
less menial, and constituted a perma-
nent establishment. Among them were
«pipe lighters,” ¢spittoon carriers,” “%a-
/iili bearers,” ¢ executioners,” ¢ purloin-
ers,” ‘¢ assassins,” * cooks,” &c.

These retinues were formed immedi-
ately upon the birth of a chief of either
sex, and were designated by titles, gen-
erally of a whimsical character, as ‘““the
fragments,” “ musquitoes,” “umbrellas,”
&c. The care of the children devolved
upon kahus, or nurses, who assumed the
sole direction, until the child was capa-
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ble of exercising its own will ; a period
which, as no contradiction to its caprices
was allowed, soon arrived.

Rank was hereditary, and descended
chiefly from the females, who frequently
held the reins of government in their
own right. This custom originated in
the great license existing between the
sexes; no child, with certainty, being
able to designate his father, while no
mistake could be made in regard to the
mother,

Three distinct orders of nobles exist-
ed. The first embraced the kings.
queens, and all branches of the royal
family. It also included the chief ad-
visers, or counselors, though of inferior
birth. Governors, or chiefs of large
districts, were included in the second,
and the third embraced the lords of vil-
lages, priests, and those who held es-
tates, by payment of regular taxes,
which were raised by their own depend-
ants, or those to whom they farmed
lands.

Servile homage was paid to superiors,
particularly to priests and chiefs of the
highest rank. Neither their persons
could be touched, nor their houses en-
tered, without permission. All must
prostrate themselves when they appear-
ed. Death was the penalty of the slight-
est infringement of any degree of eti-
quette which the law required to be
exercised towards them, or their rites.
The people were attached to the soil,
and transferred with the land, like the
serfs of modern times. They had no
voice in the government. The advice
of the principal chiefs was taken in mat-
ters of importance by the king, though he
was responsible to no one. No regular
council existed, but the political delib-
erations were conducted with consider-
able diplomatic skill and secrecy. The
results were promulgated to the people
by heralds and messengers, whose offices
were hereditary, and considered highly
honorable.

Public meetings for discussing nation-
al affairs were sometimes held. Pro-
fessed orators and counselors, whose
offices were also hereditary, spoke on
these occasions, and with a degree of
natural eloquence, not uncommon among
savages.
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Among the chiefs a considerable de-
atee of courtesy prevailed, with a re-
finement of language and demeanor
which betokened conscious rank. Per-
haps in nothing else was the exclusive-
ness of the aristocracy so strongly char-
acterized. In every department of life
a distinction was made, as if contact
with the serfs, by touch, use of the same
articles, houses, food or bathing places,
would produce contamination. From
such rules and deportment, so great a
physical difference arose, that super-
ficial observers have considered the two
as distinct races, To carry this dis-
tinction to its farthest limit, the chiefs
formed a conventional dialect, or court
language, understood only among them-
selves. If any of its terms became
known by the lower orders, they were
immediately discarded and others sub-
stituted. Towards the common people
the chiefs conducted themselves most
oppressively. Respect to their persons
or property was unknown, when in con-
flict with the whims or desires of a su-
perior. Their security lay in avoiding
them. To use the expressive language
of modern Hawaiians, * their restric-
tions were like the poisoned tooth of a
reptile.” If a common man made use of
any consecrated property belonging to a
chief; or if a man walked in the shade
of the house of a chief, with his head
hesmeared with clay, or with a wreath
about it, with it wet, or wearing a
kihei,~—a Lapa mantle,—or violated any
one of numerous other regulations,
equally whimsical and absurd, his life
was the forfeit. At sea, if their canoes
interrupted their progress, they were
overturned ; on land, if the shadow of
an individual fell upon the king, or he
did not prostrate himself when anything
was carried to or from him, the punish-
ment was death. This was also the
case, should any one place his hand
upon his head, or be found in a more
elevated position. To render this sys-
tem more unjust and cruel, if it were
possible, its laws were of the most varied
and uncertain nature, emanating fre-
quently from sheer caprice. Ignorance
or innocence were equally unsafe, jus-
tice and humanity being of slight con-
sideration ; though, as before remarked,
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the personal disposition of the sovereign
greatly affected the whole system of
government. The humane character of
the few could afford but slight relief
from the cruel and capricious desires of
the many. Priestcraft lent all its ad-
ventitious aids to support this system,
from which it derived its own existence.
But two classes existed, the oppressor
and oppressed,—those who labored, and
those who reaped. Lands were held in
fief. The great landlords derived them
direct from the king, and in turn sub-
divided them among their followers, the
inferior tenants being apportioned with
the soil. The slightest failure of duty
from one class to its immediate superior,
was followed by dispossession. It was
on the great chiefs that the king relied
for military support, which they gladly
rendered him as the title by which they
retained their possessions. Not unfre-
quently lands were divided out to the
seventh degree, and it is owing to this
system that, now as the rights of cach
begin to be acknowledged, so much con-
fusion in titles has arisen. Tenant,
landlord, chief and king have each an
interest in the same spot. Then, how-
ever, such matters were easily adjusted.
The strongest took it. Nor more than
one-third of the laborer’s industry ever
benefited him. The other two-thirds
went in taxes, rents and exactions to
his chiefs and to the king. Worse than
this, his own third was never safe from
some unforeseen exaction. [f his lands
were flourishing and a stock of hogs or
poultry repaid his care, they were never
secure from the covetous eyes of a su-
perior. The decree had but to go forth,
and house, farm and all that his labor
had made his, passed irrevocably into
the hands of another. Even when the
good nature of one class of chiefs ren-
dered the peasant’s property compara-
tively secure, no reliance could be
placed on its continuance. The death
of a king or landlord, or even a new
favoritism, caprice, or the most trivial
motive, sufficed to produce a change of
masters throughout. Thus one moment
was no security against the next. Not
to be entirely at the mercy of one man.
tenants were desirous of securing small
patches under several chiefs, so that
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when plundered by one they could re-
pair to another. This system was an
effectual bar to general improvements
and the acquisition of property by the
mass. It may account somewhat for
their profuse hospitality, by leading
every man the more willingly to bestow
upon his neighbor, what he felt but
slight rights of property to in himself;
for food, even when prepared for the fam-
ily meal, was no exception to a chief’s
rapacity., DBeside this lion’s right to
property, the chief or king could assess
abor upon the entire community, when
and how he pleased.

In cases of litigation, some appear-
ance of judicial forms was preserved.
Both parties were generally summoned
before the king or chief and heard be-
fore judgment was pronounced, the ex-
ecution of which was prompt. Ordi-
narily, cases were left to the priests,
whose examinations appealed rather to
the superstitious fears of the real or
fancied criminal, than to any direct evi-
dences of guilt. Ordeals of a singular
nature were practiced. One was the
“wai haalulu,” shaking water, a large
dish of which was placed before the
culprit, while a prayer was offered by
the priest. Both hands were required
to be held over the fluid, the priest gaz-
ing steadfastly upon it. If the water
shook, an event, by a little legcerdemain,
very likely to occur, the fate of the vic-
tim was sealed.

"The delusion of “ praying to death”
exercised a powerful influence over their
minds. Chiefs and common people alike
felt its force, though the former, it is to
be suppoqed seldom came under its
baneful operation. Even to this day

this superstition exists, though rapidly |

wearing away. Like the remembrance |
of goblin tales, the fear remains after |
the faith is destroyed. As a powerful
engine of government and priesthood, it |
was deprecated equally by the innocent
as by the guilty.

Sorcery and witcheraft were also ex- |
tensively practiced, and exerted a power
not inferior to the above, which may be
considered as a kindred practice, de-
pending for its success upon the same:
credulity and ignorance.
term applied to ) the class that predicted
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future events, from the appearances of
the heavens, crowing of cocks, or bark-
ing of dogs. It was analogous, and
perhaps co-eval with the practice of
soothsaying among the more polished
nations of antiquity. The professors of
practices so fatal to the people were re-
garded with great aversion, and seldom
came to a natural end. Indeed they
were looked upon rather as bad spirits
than appertaining to the human race,

. The priests were frequently called
upon to detect those guilty of theft.
The complainant was required to pay a
fee, generally a pig, in advance. The
following ceremonies were then enacted.
Two sticks of green wood were rubbed
together, until the friction produced a
kind of powder, resembling snuff, suf-
ficiently hot, upon being blown upon, to
kindle dry grass into a flame. This
was used to fire a pile of wood. Three
kukaci nuts were then broken, and one of
the kernels thrown into the fire. While
this was burning, a prayer was uttered,
accompanied with an anathema, “to kill
the fellow.” The same ceremony was
repeated until the nuts were consumed,
unless the thief appeared and made res-
titution, which generally happened. The
offence was then punished with a heavy
fine. Should the culprit have neglected
to appear, his fate was considered as
inevitable. A proclamation was made
throughout the island by the king, that
theft had been committed and the gullty
prayed to death. So firm was their be-
lief in the power of these prayers to
arouse the avenging deity, that the mis-
erable victim generally pined away and
fell a sacrifice to his fears. When we
consider. the powerful influence which
the church of Rome exercised over those
who acknowledged her authority, throw-
'ing, by her paper interdicts, a whole
kmrrdom into a state of d1<tre~s, scarcely
concelvable in modern times, we find
little to excite wonder in the praying
to death ” of the untutored savage.

No spirit of benevolence pervaded
their religion. It was a gloomy and
fearful system, abounding in punish-
ments for the present life and dark
threatenings for the future. Among the

Iilo was the | lowest orders no distinct idea of futurity

prevailed. A general opinion that there



21

was a future state existed, and with it | priests, than to direct the ideas of the
vague expectances of rewards and pun-| people to concerns of eternal interest or
ishments. In their corrupted minds the | temporal improvement. Deities, cere-
simple truth of one all-creative power, monies and restrictions, had been in-
the « Great Spirit” of the American In- definitely multiplied till it presented a
dians, had no being. Their traditions confused mass of dark superstitions,
referred to the creation of the world, and ' based upon the slavish fear and igno-
the deluge ; but even then, according to | rauce of the people.

their ideas, a multiplicity of gods exist-| The contradictory ideas that prevailed
ed. The knowledge of the true God in regard to a future state, attest the
was lost among many families soon after | indefiniteness of their belief on this
the world became peopled; else was|point. Their revelations were derived
buried amid a mass of superstitions and | from dreams and pretended visions of
heathen ceremonies, which each suc- the priests. By some, it was supposed
cessive generation increased. 'This was | that the souls of the departed went to
emphatically the case with the Hawai- | Po, (place of night,) where they were
ians. However simple their faith orig- | annihilated, or eaten by the gods. Others
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inally had been, almost all traces of truth
were lost at their discovery. Every
age had become more corrupt, and, at
that date, the cup of heathenism was full.
Savage rites and blood-loving deities, a
cruel priesthood and rapacious govern-
ments, inhuman faiths and absurd super-
stitions, were the burdens which the
people were required to believe and sus-
tain. From the perusal of the stories

considered the regions of Akea and
Milu their final resting places. These
were former kings of Hawaii, who, after
death, went below and founded king-
doms, which became the Hades of the
Hawaiian Islands. Darkness prevailed
here, and lizards and butterflies were
the only diet. The spirits of the depart-
| ed were sometimes sent back with mes-

!sages to the living. These pretended

of this dark era, as gathered from their | messages were expounded, greatly to
own lips, it would seem as if human de- | their own interest, by the priests, and
pravity had reached its acme, and that | were received as divine commands by

the people were gradually wasting away,
like a mass of corruption. A religion
which inculcates some degree of moral-
ity, however small, or allows latitude for
the better principles of humanity, even
if choked and almost destroyed by sur-
rounding depravity, will exert an influ-
ence sufficient to temper the general
evil. This was the case with the Bud-
dhistic creed and the simple faith of the
ancient Peruvians. But here no such
light prevailed. The system had de-
generated into unmixed evil, and the
good, Jike that derived from government,
was the result of individual action.
Fortunately for humanity, the most bar-
barous beliefs will, at times, yield to the
natural instinets of man; and faiths,
however cruel in theory, often become
comparatively mild in their application.

The religion of the Hawaiians, as it
existed when they became known to the
civilized world, incorporated no abstract
principles of belief. It was rather a
system of worldly despotism, better cal-
culated to perpetuate the power of the

the people* There were two gods,

*Hawaiians supposed they had two souls, one of which
always remained with the body ; the other had the
power of leaving it for good or evil ; to aid a friend or to
pursue an enemy ; a belief somewhat shnilar to the He-
brew demonology. A class of priests were supposed to
possess the power of exorcising the evil inclined spirits,
and of altogether destroying them. Their souls were
thought to he distinct from the hody, though in near re-
lationship ; hence, they called them hoapili o ke kino,
¢ close adhiering companions of the body.”

In the following commencement of & “mele,” an ode
to the soul, composed by Maewa, a modern Hawaiian and
& Christian, he still recognizes the old belief of two dis-
tinct yet familiar existences. The present race gener-
ally consider their souls as having the same relation to
their bodies as their shadows.

‘“ Aloha ka uhane, ka hoapili o ke kino ;

1 pili ka ua me ka la.

A o ke anuanu me ke koekoe,

Aloha kuu hoa ohumu ¢ kahi kanaka ole.
A o hoi na, kuu hoapili, 0 ka ua lanipo lua,

Hoa ai ole 0 na kai ewalu,

A me na makani eha

Kuu hoa o ka maona kawalawala,

A me ka maka poniuniu ai ole ;

e pokakaa ka la e noho nei,

A hala na makahiki eha,

Malaila no ka halialia aloha ana mai,” &c.

TRANSLATION.

“ Farewell, thou soul, the body’s near companion,
Companion in the rain and in the sun,
In the picrcing cold, and in the chilly damp.
Farewell my soul; we have communed together in the
still retreat,
Been companlons in the crowd and in the silent places.
And thouart going, my bosow friend, in the dark storm,
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one of whom was called Kaonohiokala, iwas worshiped. Sharks, volcanoes, and
the eye-ball of the sun, who conducted ' any singular appearance in the natural
the spirits of the chiefs to a place in the kingdom,had each their devotees. There
heavens, where it was supposed their were household deities, some of ludicrous
tulers dwelt after death. They some- and obscene character, like the Roman
times returned to the earth and watched Penates; gods of war, the seasons, crops,
over the welfare of their survivors. Byl and of the winds;
this belief, it will be seen that the spir-| also of precipices, or

itual destinies of the nobles were well |
provided for by the complaisant priests, |
in return, probably, for favors received |
from them while living. Servitude was
the lot of the common people in this life,
and no hope enlivened their souls for
the future.

Hawaiians in their gods worshiped
mere physical attributes; their concep-
tions of divinity being limited to deeds of
strength, lust and revenge, with perhaps
an occasional dash of good nature. In
this they differed not materially from the
popular opinions of the polished Greeks
and Romans. [ndeed, a uniformity of
ideas, though varied in application by
mental cultivation and moral sentiment,

is found to exist among all nations un-
enlightened by revelation. Man deified

dangerous places in
traveling.  Images
were placed on such
to receive the offer-
ings of the devout.
Among the principal
deities were ZLono,
Ku, Kaneand K-
naloa, male gods.
Those of the other
sex were common ;
of which Papa, Hu-
koluw, Walinu and
Kahawaline were
the most celebrated.
A human origin is
MALE IDOL. aseribed to all.

T'he several islands had favorite idols.

On Maui, Kealoewa, an image ot wood,

man. His fertile imagination peopled ' covered with ¢tapa,” was much wor-
groves, shores, and ocean, with beings : shiped. The head, which was disfigured
of wonderful natures; with some, the ' with an enormous mouth, was formed of
objects of fear—with others, of comn- fine basket-worh, curiously and neatly

panionship and protection. Iach indi-
vidual, according to his prominent char-
acteristic, selected his protecting deity ;
thus their qualities became as various:
as the tastes and dispositions of mankind;
so that man, reversing the primeval|
creation, fashioned gods after his owni
image. In the Hawaiian mythology,
little exists to interest or instract. It is
a record of depravity necessary. though
painful, to examine, that a proper judg-
ment of their aboriginal condition may
be formed.

Their gods were many, and received
constant additions from the most trivial
circumstances. Every object of fear, or
romm which harm could be derived,

Who rodest with me o’er the waves of the eight scas,*
Aad when conteuding with the four winds 5
My companion in rare-full meals,
Ani in long-fasting faintness.
Wiite living here, the sun has enward rolled.
A zd four ful! years have past ;
'{'is but a vapor of 8 loved remembrance,” &c.

The remaiuder of this ode, with an excelient transia-
ticu by Rev, L. Andrews, of the Sandwich Isiands Mis-
sion, will be found in the Polynesian for July, 1840.

*The several channels between the islands.

wrought with red feathers, so as to re-
semble the plumage of a
beautiful bird. This was
surmounted by a helmet,
to the crown of which long
tresses of human hair were
attached.

Iihae was a famous fe-
male idol of the same isl-
and, and received equal
adoration with Kealoewn.
On Lanai, two large stone
images, personifying the
deities supposed to preside
over the sea, were much
honored by fishermen.
Moaalii, a shark, was a celebrated ma-
rine god of Molokai. Numerous tem-
ples were built on projecting headlands
for his homage, and to them the first
fruits of the fishermen’s labors were dedi-
cated.

HKualaipaloa,a carved, wooden image,
was much feared. Its arms were ex-
teuded, with spread fingers, its head

FEMALE 1DOL.
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decorated with human hair, and its gap-
ing mouth ornamented with rows of
sharlc’s teeth. The wood of which this
idol was made, to in-
crease the horrid ef-
fectof itsappearance,
was fabled to be dead-
ly poisonous.

One of the most:?
popular gods of Ha-
waii was Lono,; an¥
ancient king, who,ac-
cording to the tradi-
tion, became offended
ik 3 oo
contrition brought on ’
derangement, and he traveled through
the islands, boxing and wrestling with
all he met. Not long after, he
sailed in an oddly constructed
canoe for a foreign land, from ¢
which he never returned. He
was deified, and annual ath-
letic exercises held in his
honor *

This was the God for whom
Cook was mistaken upon his
arrival ; which delusion was
not altogether removed after
his death.

The most fearful of all their
deities was Pele, a goddess.
Her habitation, the famous
volcano of Kilauea, well ac-
corded with her reputed char-
acter. Here, with her attend-
ant spirits, she reveled in the
flames ; the unearthly noises
of the burning mass were the
music of their dance, and they
bathed in the red surge of
the fiery billows, as it dashed
against the sides of the crater.
This fire-loving family is said
to have emigrated from Ta-
hiti, soon after the deluge.
Their names, as given by
Ellis, were characteristic of
their habits, and show how
readily the native intellect met-

GOD LOXO.

* The following is a translation of the mele composed
on this event : o LONB O UA

1. Lono Akua (God), of Hawaii, in ancient times, re-
sided with his wifc at Kealakeakua.

2. The name of the goddess, his love, was Kaikilani
Alii, They dwelt beneath the steep rock.

23

amorphosed natural phenomena into per-
sonal qualities,

Pele was the chief goddess. Her prin-
cipal followers were Ka-ma-hu-alii~—
the king of steam and vapor. Ku-poha-
#-kahi-olo--the explosion in the palace
of life. Ae-ua-ke-po—the rain of night.
Kane-hekili—thundering god. XKe-o-
ali-kama-Lauwa—fire-thrusting child of
war. These were brothers, and like
Vulcan, two of them were deformed.
Makole-wawahi-waa—fiery-eyed canoe
breaker. Hiaka-wawahi-lani—-heaven-
dwelling cloud breaker, and several oth-
ers of longer names, and similar defini-
tions. These latter were sisters. The
whole family were regarded with the
greatest awe. The volcano was their
principal residence, though occasionally
they renovated their constitutions amid
the snows of the mountains. On such
occasions, their journeys were accom-
panied by earthquakes, eruptions, heavy
thunder and lightning. All were ma-
lignant spirits, delighting in acts of ven-
geance and destruction. The numerous
eruptions with which the island has been
devastated, were ascribed to their en-
mity. Many tributes were assessed to
avoid or appease their anger; the greater
part of which went to support the numer-
ous and wealthy priesthood and their
followers, who regulated the worship of
Pele. These were held in the highest
reverence, as holding in their power the
devouring fires of the all-powerful god-
dess. To insult them, break their taboos,
or neglect to send offerings, was to call
down certain destruction. At their call,

3. A man ascended the summit, and from the height
thus addressed the spouse of Lono :

4. “O Kaikilani, your lover salutes you: keep this—
remove that : one will still remain.?

5. Lono, overhearing this artful speech, kilied hic wife
with a hasty stroke.

6. Sorry for this rash act, he carried to a keigu the
lifeless body of his wife, and made great wail over it.

7. Me traveled through Hawaii in a state of irenzy,
boxing with every one he met.

8. The people astonished, said, “1s Lono eniirely
mad?” He replied, “T am frantic with my great love.”

9. Having instituted gamest to commemorate her deat,
he embarked in a triangular canoe for a foreign land.

10. Ere he departed he prophesied, I will return in
after times, on an island bearing cocoanut trees, swine
and dogs.”—{[Voyage of the Blonde, p. 30, where this
version is ascribed to the American missionories.]

The sacred relic from which the representation of Lono
was taken, is preserved with the other idols, of which
engravings have been given,in the Museum of the Amer-
ican Board for Foreign Missions, at their house in Pem-
berton Square, Boston. Lono is a slim figure, of about

twelve feet in height. The maleldol is a colossal image—
the others are small.

t Those known as the Makahiki,
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Pele would spout out her lava and destroy | were pent up in a narrow gorge, between
the offenders. Vast numbers of hogs, two mountains, all sides of which, but
both cooked and alive, were thrown into | the entrance, were bounded by stupend-
the crater, when any fear of an eruption | ous precipices. Seeing no outlet for es-
was entertained, or to stay the progress  cape, he reared upon his hind legs, and
of one commenced. Offerings were an- | placing his fore feet upon the summit of
nually made to keep her in good humor, | one of the perpendicular rocks, formed a
and no traveler dared venture near her |bridge, by which his defeated army,
precincts without seeking her good will. | scrambling over his back, reached the

Wonderful monsters and giants abound | top in safety, while the monster himself,
in their traditions, showing how preva- | with one bound, readily surmounted the
lent was the love of the marvelous. | difficulty. At Hauula, where this is
Events and people, not remarkable in |said to have occurred, the natives still
themselves, in the course of time have | point out the smooth channels in the
been converted into miracles and heroes; | rock, made by his efforts on this occa-
in the nature of which the ridiculous, | sion, but which incredulous whites be-
rather than the sublime, predominates. |lieve to have been water courses.

Pele and her family are said to have| Idols were of every variety imagina-
had a contest, in which they were al-|ble, from hideous and deformed sculp-
most overpowered, with Aamnapuaa, half | tures of wood, to the utmost perfection
hog and half man; a gigantic animal, | of their art. The features of their re-
the Centaur of Hawaii. He traveled ligion were embodied in these images;
from Qahu to countries beyond the hea- | the most desired object in their manu-
vens, or where they supposed the sky to | facture being to inspire fear and horror,
join the sea. In his route he visited | sentiments which, in a more refined
Kilauea, and desired to pay his addresses | people, would from such exhibitions have
to Pele. She rejected him with con- | been converted into disgust. Much cer-
terapt, impolitely calling him «a hog, lemony took place when a new idol was
and the son of a hog.” In endeavoring|to be made. A great procession, headed
to drive him away, a fierce battle took | by the highest priests and chiefs, marched
place. Pele fled to her house, and her | in state to the tree selected for the pur-
fires were nearly extinguished by great|pose. After it was felled, a man or hog
quantities of water, which Nawinapuaa | was sacrificed on its site. The rocks of
poured into the crater. The thirsty fam- | a beach at Ninole, Hawaii, were in high
ily, however, soon dranl it up, and final- | repute among the manufacturers of stone
ly obtained the mastery over the demi-|images and adzes. They were believed
hog, forcing him into the sea, amidst a | to have been of different sexes, and there-
shower of fire and stones. This tale|fore to have had the power of propaga-
probably originated from an eruption, in | tion, and were generally used in the
which the lava of the volcano came in |fabrication of gods which presided over
contact with the ocean. Another ac-|games. When a suitable stone for this
count states that he conquered ’¢le, and | design was found, it was taken to the
they were quietly married; in conse- |« heiau,” and certain rites performed ;
quence of which no more islands were | after which it was properly fashioned
formed, or extensive eruptions took place. | and carried to the arena where the games

This same character, forgetful of his | were held. [f the party to which it be-
former prowess, was guilty of stealing | longed were frequently successful, it was
fowls of a king of Oahu, who, to revenge | regarded as a god; but if not, it was
himself, sent and captured him. How- |thrown aside. When victims were re-
ever, he soon released himself and killed | quired in honor of Moa-alii, the divine
all the party but one, whom he sent back | shark, or it was supposed to be hungry,
with the news of the death of his com- | the priests sallied out and ensnared with
panions. This mightily enraged the |a rope any one whom they could catch,
monarch, and he summoned all his force | who was immediately strangled, cut in
for a fresh attack. Success attended this | pieces and thrown to the rapacious fish,
effort, and Kamapuaa, with his followers, | Another ingenious mode of entrapping
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the unwary was by uttering piteous cries,
like a wounded or sick individual. Those
attracted to the spot were seized and
sacrificed.

"Temples or heiaus were commonly
erected upon hills, or near the sea, and
formed conspicuous objects in the land-
scapes. They were works of great labor,
built of loose stones, with sufficient skill
to form compact walls. Their usual
shape was an irregular parallelogram.
That of Kawaihae, on Hawaii, is two
hundred and twenty-four feet long and
one hundred feet wide, with walls twelve
feet thick at the base. Its height is
from eight to twenty feet, two to six feet
wide at the top, which, being well paved
with smooth stones, formed, when in re-
pair, a pleasant walk. The entrance was
narrow, between two high walls. The
interior is divided into terraces, the upper
of which is paved with flat stones. The
south end constituted an inner court, and
was the most sacred place. Here was
placed the chief’s idol, surrounded by a
multitude of inferior deities, A small
frame of wicker work, hollow and in the
shape of an obelisk, stood in the centre
of the inner court; in this the priest sta-
tioned himself when in consultation with
the god. All affairs of importance were
brought before him, and he, pretending
divine inspiration, like the sibyls of
classic mythology, answered distinctly,
though ambiguously. The king and
chiefs who received his responses, went
outside and caused them to be proclaim-
ed to the people. The sacrificial altar
was near the entrance to this court. The
high chiefsand priests only were allowed
to reside within the precincts of the tem-
ple. The external walls were crowned
with hideous idols of all shapes and sizes.
This temple was built by Kamehameha I.
previous to his conquest of the leeward
islands, and dedicated to his favorite war
god Kuili, a large wooden image richly
ornamented with red feathers. On the
day it was completed, eleven men were
immolated on its altar, and great quan-
tities of fruit, hogs and dogs presented.
The other heiaus, the ruins of which
still remain, resemble this, but were not
all constructed on a scale of equal grand-
eur. There is one in tolerable preserva-
tion, callei Kaili, in the interior of Ha-
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wail, about equi-distant between the
three mountains, Mauna Kea, Mauna
Loa and Hualalai. [t was the work of
Unmi, the most noted in traditionary lore
of the kings of Hawaii, and imposed by
him as a tribute of labor on his several
conquered districts. The main building
is 92 feet long by 71 wide. The walls
are 6 feet 9 inches high, 7 feet thick at
the top, and quite perpendicular. Ad-
joining it are a number of rough pyra-
mids 18 feet high and the remains of a
house said to have been built by Umi
for his wife. This temple has an ele-
vation of 5,000 feet above the sea, and
is built of compact unhewn lava, without
cement.*

The enclosures sacred to Lono, were
built of the % leaf, and four distinct
houses erected for the accommodation
of the idols. Fronting these was a hand-
somely made, high, wooden fence, call-
ed the Anwu, surmounted by numerous
images. The LZama was the only tim-
ber allowed in this enclosure, except
the Ohia, of which the idols were made.
No priests except those attached to
Lono, could officiate in this enclosure.
This was a universal rule ; each temple
being sacred to some special deity, for
whose service distinct orders of priests
were maintained. These orders were
sub-divided into classes, each attending
to some specified duty. The king alone
had free access to all.

Upon the consecration of a temple, or
an appointed period for worship, the
day was made sacred and the most pro-
found silence enforced. All animals
that were not removed, were ordered to
be confined and kept quiet; otherwise
they were seized and offered up in sac-
rifice. Chiefs and priests, entering the
most sacred house, united in prayer for
many successive hours, with their arms
extended toward heaven. On important
occasions, several days were spent in
this manner, and were succeeded by rites
of a different character. The priests
went through various manceuvres, sing-
ing songs and chanting praises to their
deity. Distinctsacrifices, laid upon altars
and lofty scaffolds, were offered for the
gods, the priestsand the people. Women
were not permitted to be present at these

* Wilkes® Voyage, vol. IV., p. 100,
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seasons, and the restrictions were ex-
tremely severe. The two sexes were for-
bidden all intercourse ; if they but spoke
to each other, or accidentally came in
contact, the penalty was death. Any in-
fringement of the laws, however trivial,
brought the same punishment. On the
eighth day of the dedication the last hog
reserved for this occasion, called the
puaa-hea, or “hog to be entirely con-
sumed,” was sacrificed. If any one re-
fused to partake of its flesh, he lost his
life, as it was supposed if any portion of
his body remained undevoured, the whole
company would perish by some awful
judgment.

Festivals of a more pleasing descrip-
tion were frequently held, accompanied
by sports, trials of skill, dancing and
other amusements.

Human sacrifices were common, and
occurred previous to going to war, upon
the death of any high chief, or any other
occasion of importance. It is said of
Umi, that being victorious in battle, he
commenced sacrificing human victims
to his god. After a number had been
slain, the insatiate god called for more,
which were granted, until none were
left except Umi and the priest. In this
instance, eighty victims perished. An
equal number are said to have been sac-
rificed on other occasions. These stories
show the frequency of the practice, and
the prodigal waste of human life attend-
ing it. All criminals, and those who had
broken any religious requirements, were
slain and offered to the gods. Those who
were destined for slaughter for any great
event were frequently selected for months
or years beforehand. They were, prob-
ably, such as were obnoxious to the
priests or chiefs, whose policy prompted
them thus to dispose of them, rather than
by undisguised murder. Unconscious of

the fate that awaited them, the victims

pursued their daily avocations in appar-
ent security, the first intimation of their
danger being the fatal blow. Sometimes
they were seized and carried to the tem-
ple, and there slain to avoid mangling
their limbs. Their bodies were then
stripped and placed on an altar before
the idol, with their faces downward. If
hogs were offered at the same time, they
were piled at right angles upon their
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bodies ; after which prayers were re.
peated, and the whole mass left in that
position to putrefy. In minor affairs,
animals, fruits or vegetables only were
offered. The former were slain by di-
viners, who observed the manner of their
death, the looks of their entrails, and
other signs. The face of the heavens,
clouds and rainbows were also examined,
and, according to their appearance, more
or less favorable auguries given. Itis
probable, however, that the wishes of the
chief had the most influence in dictating
the answers.

The priesthood was hereditary, and
formed a numerous and powerful body.
They owned much property in people
and lands, which were heavily taxed for
their support. Each chief had his fam-
ily priest, who followed him to batitle,
carried his war-god, and superintended
all the sacred rites of his household.
The priests took rank from their gods
and chiefs; the worship of the latter
usually determining the popularity of the
former. The keeper of the national war-
god, and the one immediately attached
to the person of the most powerful ruler,
was the great high priest. The power
of the priest, though it partook more of
a religious character, was scarcely infe-
rior to that of the chief. Their persons
were sacred, from their supposed famil-
iarity with the gods. It sometimes hap-
pened that a chief took the sacred offices
upon himself; though, perhaps, from the
nature of the intimate connection exist-
ing between the two orders, the absolute
power, both in politics and religion, cen-
tred in the head of the clan. When the
supreme sovereignty is resolved into the
whims and caprices of one individual,
and is constantly changing by death or
warfare, no regular system, either in
government or religion, can be developed.
From all that has transpired of their
early history, it would appear, that while
chiefs and priests maintained their power
in all its absoluteness,the rites and cere-
monies, and even the deities of their
faith, were ever varying. The desires
of the moment being the law of the land,
there is, consequently, but little of per-
manent interest to be recorded. One
fact is everywhere apparent : the spirit-
ual, like the temporal lords of the people,
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amid all their vagaries, never neglected
their own interests. Every ceremony
or superstition was framed to aid their
already overgrown power; humanity, or
a regard for the rights of their inferiors,
would have been received as monstrous
deviations from the true policy of gov-
ernment. Perhaps they governed no
more harshly than could have been ex-
pected from a privileged order, nursed
in selfishness and brutality. Their very
superiority of station and feeling, inci-
dentally developed a slight courteousness
of manner, when compared with the dark
mass beneath them. Among equals,
much ceremony prevailed, and an ex-
ternal degree of artificial politeness,
which served to disguise the most odious
features of their characters.

Even over the warrior-chiefs, the
priests, at times, were enabled to exer-
cise a powerful influence, and made their
religious fears and blind devotion sub-
servient to their selfish purposes. In
sickness, or fear of sorcery, their aid was
to be purchased only by gifts, in propor-
tion to the rank of the applicant. Great
prices were exhorted for incantations to
be practiced upon enemies, or counter
ceremonies, to avoid such phantoms as
their imaginations had not only given
birth to, but which they pretended to the
exclusive power to allay.

Offerings to the gods, or, more prop-
erly, to the priests, were required at all
religious ceremonies, and on every occa-
sion the people desired their services.
The wants of the priesthood regulated
the amount; when the regular taxes
failed in supplying their desires, the
wishes of the god were called into requi-
sition, and the coveted articles tabooed
for his use. Orisons, chants and offer-
ings were made by the priests at their
meals. Even in the care of their fowls
and quadrupeds, they enjoyed remarka-
ble privileges. Hogs received alive, were
dedicated to the god of the order, re-
ceived his marks, and turned loose to
fatten upon the plantations of the poor
cultivators ; none daring openly to in-
jure or drive away the sacred animals.

The expression taboo, or, according to
Hawaiian orthography, Kapw, which,
from its usefulness, has now become in-
corporated into most modern tongues,
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requires some explanation, Originally,
it meant sacred. It implies no moral
quality, but is indicative of a paxrticular
distinction, or separation from common
purposes, for some special design, and
also expresses an unlimited restriction.
Formerly, it was applied exclusively to
persons or things in a sacred sense, and
was strictly a religious ceremony, im-
posed only by the priests; but has since
come into common use in the every-day
concerns of life. Anciently, those chiefs
who pretended to derive their descent
from the gods were called alii kapu,
sacred chiefs. A temple, exclusively de-
voted to the abode and worship of gods,
was said to be wahi kapu—sacred place.
Anything dedicated or reserved for the
exclusive use of gods, chiefs, or priests,
was considered as kapw for them. Cer-
tain lands and islands were Aapu, as
well as hunting-grounds, fish, fruit, or
whatever the sacred classes chose to re-
serve for themselves. These Zapus were
occasional, or permanent—particular fish,
fruits and vegetables being sometimes
taboo both from men and women for sev-
eral successive months. The idols, tem-
ples, persons and names of their kings,
and members of the royal family; per-
sons and property of the priests; every-
thing appertaining to the gods; religious
devotees; the chiefs’ bathing-places, or
favorite springs of water; and everything
offered in sacrifice, were strictly Lapu.
Trees of which idols were made were
taboo, so whatever an individual chose
as his object of worship became ever
afterwards taboo to him, though it were
a fish, fowl, dog or vegetable. In mod-
ern times, this magic term has become
the property of all. A common man can
taboo his house, lands, or make any par-
tial restrictions, and all would respect the
prohibition. Any forbidden article or
action is called tabooed ; hence its com-
mon use in the domestic circle, and its
application to laws. A captain can taboo
his ship, and none dare approach. Ta-
booed property is generally marked by
small white flags, or other signs which
are well understood. At the present
time, any individual can impose such

| taboos as suits his necessities or conve-

nience, provided they do not infringe per-
sonal rights or the laws of the kingdom.
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Formerly a religious motive was neces-
sary for its assignment, but as the power
of the chiefs increased, its use was
greatly corrupted, while its influence re-
mained the same, and may be said to
have partaken of the preternatural. The
bans of the Romish church, in the proud-
est days of that hierarchy, were not more
powerful or obligatory. Every will of a
chief, however monstrous, was promul-
gated as a taboo, and officers were ap-
pointed to see that it was observed.

This institution, unknown elsewhere,
is general with slight variations through-
out the Polynesian groups. Its antiquity
is co-eval with the superstitions which it
so materially strengthened, and it may
be regarded as one of the profoundest
productions of heathen ingenuity. A
more cogent principle of religious despot-
ism, at once capable of great utility and
equal abuse, could not have been devised.
Its application was adapted to all wants
and circumstances, and no civil or eccle-
siastical government ever possessed a
more refined, yet effective weapon. Its
influence, among the common people,
was universal and inflexible. Its exact-
ments were of the most humiliating and
troublesome description, and if anything
had been wanting to complete their bond-
age, this, like the key-stone to an arch,
was made to perfect and perpetuate their
degradation. Religion like government
emanating from the higher classes, fitted
them loosely and easily, and could be
set aside or put in motion at their option.

The penalties partook both of a tem-
poral and supernatural character, the
victims, like those of the Inquisition,
being equally delivered to the terrors of
the secular arm, and the judgments of
offended gods. Unless powerful friends
interfered, the slightest breach of any of
its requisitions, however absurd or arti-
ficial, was punished with death. Some
were burnt, others strangled, despatched
with clubs or stones within the temples,
or sacrificed in a more lingering and
dreadful manner. Eyes were scooped
out, limbs broken, and the most exquisite
tortures inflicted for several days, before
the final stroke was given.

Particular seasons were taboo; as on
the sickness of a high chief, preparations
for war, or the approach of important
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religious ceremonies. Their duration
was indefinite, sometimes for a day only,
then for months, and occasionally for
years. Thirty to forty days was the
ordinary period before Kamehameha’s
reign, when they were much reduced.

These taboos were either common or
strict, and were proclaimed by criers or
heralds. Men only were required to ab-
stain from their common pursuits, and
to attend prayers morning and evening
at the heiau, during the former. But
when the season of strict taboo was in
force, a general gloom and silence per-
vaded the whole district or island. Not
a fire or light was to be seen, or canoe
launched ; none bathed; the mouths of
dogs were tied up, and fowls put under
calabashes, or their heads enveloped in
cloth ; for no noise of man or animal
must be heard. No persons, excepting
those who officiated at the temple, were
allowed to leave the shelter of their
roofs. Were but one of these rules
broken, the taboo would fail and the gods
be displeased.

When the sacred chiefs appeared in
public, all the common people prostrated
themselves, with their faces upon the
earth. The food of chiefs and priests,
they being interdicted from handling any-
thing during this taboo, was put into
their mouths by their attendants.

The only feature in the religious sys-
tem which can be regarded with a de-
gree of satisfaction, and that only par-
tially, was the Puulonua, or city of
refuge, which gleams amid rapidly in-
creasing darkness, like the last faint ray
of a setting sun. There were two on
Hawaii; one at Waipio, the other at
Honaunau. Those who fled from an
enemy, the manslayer, those who had
transgressed taboo, the thief, and even
the vilest criminal, if they could reach
their precincts, were in an inviolable
sanctuary. They were free to all of
every tribe, or condition, though the fly-
ing party could be pursued to their very
gates, which were perpetually open. The
rescued party repaired immediately to
the idol, and offered a thanksgiving for
his escape.

They also afforded safe retreats dur-
ing war. All the non-combatants of the
neighboring districts, men, women and
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children, flocked into them, and there
awaited the issue of the struggle. To
them also the vanquished fled. If they
could reach a spot, a short dista<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>