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PREFACE TO THE UNIVERSITY EDITION.*

Tae author of the following work submits it to the Public with a few
remarks explanatory of its Plan, and of the endeavors of the writer to
prepare a useful and interesting text-book on the subject of General
History. ;

In the important departments of Grecian and Roman History he has
aimed to embody the results of the investigations of the best modern
writers, especially Thirlwall and Grote in Grecian, and Niebuhr and
Arnold in Roman History ; and in both Ancient and Modern History he
has carefully examined disputed points of interest, with the hope of
avoiding all important antiquated errors.

By endeavoring to keep the attention of the student fixed on the
history of the most important nations—grouping around them, and treat-
ing as of secondary importance, the history of others,—and by bringing
out in bold relicf the main subjects of history, to the exclusion ofecom-
paratively unimportant collateral details, he has given greater fulness
than would otherwise be possible to Grecian, Roman, German, French, and
English history, and preserved a considerable degree of unity in the nar-
rative ; while the importance of rendering the whole as interesting to the
student as possible, has been kept constantly in view.

The numerous Notes throughout the work were not only thought
necessary to the geographical elucidation of the narrative, by giving to
events 4 distinet “local habitation,” but they also supply much useful ex-
planatory historical information, not easily attainable by the student, and
which could not be introduced into the text without frequent digressions °
that would impair the unity of the subject.

In addition to the Table of Contents, which contains a general analysis
of the whole work, a somewhat minute analysis of each Chapter or Sec-
tion, given at the beginning of each, is designed for the use of teachers
and pupils, in place of questions.

* In the “School Edition,” Part IIL, containing “ Outlines of the Philosophy of History,” ia
omilted.
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iv PREFACE.

The author has devoted less space to the History of 1the United States
of America than is found in most similar works, for the reason that he
has already published for the use of schools, a “ History of the United
States,” and also a larger “ American History;” and, furthermore, that
as the present work is designed as a text-book for American students,
who have, or who should have previously stadied the separate history of
their own country, it is unnecessary, and, indeed, impossible,‘to repeat the
same matter here in detail; and something more than so meagre an
abridgment of our country’s annals as a General History must nee-
essarily be confined to, is universally demanded.

The author is not ignorant that he will very probably be charged with
presumption in heading Part IIL. of the present work with the am-
bitious title of *Philosophy of History,” although he professes to give
only its “ Ontlines;” nor is he ignorant that a great critic has expressed
the sentiment, that as the vast Chaos of Being is unfathomable by Human
Experience, so the Philosophy of all History, could it be written, would
require Infinite wisdom to understand it. But although the whole mean-
ing of what has been recorded lies far beyond us, the fact should not
deter us from a plausible explanation of what is known, if, haply, we may
thereby lead others to a more just appreciation of the true spirit—the
Genius of History—and the great lessons, social, moral, and political,
which it teaches. With the explanatory remark that our brief and very
imperfect sketches of the Philosophy of History were not designed to en-
lighten the advanced historical scholar, but to lead the student beyond
the narrow circle of facts, back to their causes, and onward to some of
the important deductions which the greatest historians have drawn from
them, we present these closing chapters as a brief compend of the history
of Civilization, in which we have aimed to do justice to the cause of Re-
ligion, Intelligence, and Virtue, and the cause of Democracy,—the great
agents of regeneration and Human Progress;—and we commend this

. portion of our work to the candor of those who have the charity to ap-

-

preciate our object, and the liberality to connect with it our disclaimer

- of any other merit than that of having laboriously gathered and analyzed

the results of the researches of others, and reconstructed them with some
degree of unity of plan, and for a good purpose, into these forms of ¢ux
own.
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ANCIENT HISTORY.

CHAPTER I

THE EARLY AGES OF THE WORLD, PRIOR TO THE COMMENCE-
MENT OF GRECIAN HISTORY.

ANALYSIS. 1. Tk CreEATION. The earth a chaotic mass. Creation of light. Separation
of land and water.—~2. Vegetable life. The heavenly bodies. - Animal life.~3. God’s blessing
on his works, Creatlon of man. Dominion given to him, Instilution of the sabbath.—4. An-
TEDILUVIAN HisToRv., The subjects treated of.—5. The earth { diately after the delug
The inheritance given to Noah and his children.—6. The building of Babel. [Euphrates. CGeo-
graphical and historical account of the surrounding country.] Confusion of tongues, and dis-
persion of the human famiiy.—7. Supposed directions taken by Noah and his sons,—8, Eoxri-
1aN HisTory. Mis'raim, the founder of the Egyptian nation. [Egypt.] The government
established by him. Subverted by Méncg, 2400 B, C.—9. Accounts given by Herod' otus, José~
phus, and others, [Memphis and Thebes. Description of.] Traditions relating to Ménes
His great celcbrity. [The Nile.]—10. Egyptian history from Ménes to Abraham, The erection
of the Egyptian pyramids. [Description of them,] Evidences of Egyptian civilization during
the time of Abraham.—11, The Shepherd Kings-in Lower Egypt. Their final expulsion, 1900
B. C. Joseph, governor of Egypt. [Goshen.] Commencement of Grecian history.—12. Asta-
T1c HisToRY. [Assyria. Nineveh.,] Ashur and Nimrod. [Babylon.] The worship of Nim-
rod.—13. Conflicting accounts of Ninus. Assyria and Babylon during his reign, and that of his
successor.—14. Account of Semir’amis. Her conquests, &¢. [Indus R,] The history of Assy-
ria subsequent to the reign of Semir’amis.

1. Tur history of the world which we inhabit commences with
the first act of creation, when, in the language of Moses,
the earliest sacred historian, « God ereated the heavens ™ "1 OFF4
and the earth.” 'We are told that the earth was “ with- .
out form, and void"—a shapeless, chaotic mass, shrouded in a man-
tle of darkness. But “ God said, let there be light; and there was
light.” At the command of the same infinite power the waters rolled
together into their appointed places, forming seas and oceans; and
the dry land appeared. .

2. Then the mysteries of vegetable life began to start into being;
beautiful shrubs and flowers adorned the fields, lofty trees waved in
the forests, and herbs and grasses covered the ground with verdure.
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The stars, those gems of evening, shone forth in the sky; and two
greater lights were set-in the firmament, to divide the day from the
night, and to be “for signs, and for seasons, and for days and for
years.” Then the finny-tribes sported in “the waters of the seas,”
the birds of heaven filled the air with their melody, and the earth
brought forth abundantly “cattle and creeping things,” and “cvery
living creature after its kind.”

3. And when the Almighty architect looked upon the objects of
creation, he saw that “all were good,” and he blessed the works of
his hands. Then he “created man® in his own image;” in the like
ness of God, “male and female ereated he them;” and he gave
them “ dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the
air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.” = This
was the last great act of creation, and thus God ended the work
which he had made; and having rested from his labors, he sanctified
a sabbath or day of rest, ever to be kept holy, in grateful remem-
brance of Him who made all things, and who bestows upon man all
the blessings which he enjoys.

4. The only history of the human family from the creation of
i anrepr- Adam to the time of the deluge,® a period of more than
xuviavms-  two thousand years, is contained in the first six chap-

TORY-  ters of the book of Geenesis, supposed to have been written
by Moses more than fourteen hundred years after the flood. The
fall of our first parents from a state of innocence and purity, the
transgression of Cain and the death of Abel, together with a gen-
ealogy of the patriarchs, and an account of the exceeding wicked-
ness of mankind, are the principal subjects treated of in the brief
history of the antediluvian world.

5. When Noah and his family came forth from the ark, after the
deluge had subsided, the earth was again a barren waste; for the
waters had prevailed exceedingly, so that the hill-tops and the moun-
tains were covered ; and every fowl, and beast, and erceping thing
and every man that had been left exposed to the raging flood, had
been destroyed from the earth. Noah only remained alive, and
they that had been saved with him in the ark ; and to him, and his
three sons, whose names were Shem, Ham, and Japheth, the whole
earth was now given for an inheritance.

6. About two hundred years after the flood, we find the sons of
Noah and their descendants, or many of them, assembled on the

a. 5411 B, C. b, 3135 B, C,
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banks of the Euphrates,' in a region called the “ Land of Shinar,”
aud there beginning to build a eity—together with a tower, whose
top, tmey boasted, should reach unto heaven. But the Lord came
down to see the city and the tower which the children of men in
their pride and impiety were building ; and he there confounded the
language of the workmen, that they might not understand one an-
other; and thus the building of the tower, which was called Babel,
was abandoned, and the people were scattered abroad over the whole
earth.

7. It is generally supposed that Ndah himself, after this event,
journeyed eastward, and founded the empire of China; that Shem
was the father of the nations of Southern Asia; that Ham peopled
Egypt; and that the descendants of Japheth migrated westward
and settled in the countries of Europe, or, as they are called in
Scripture, the ¢ Isles of the Gentiles.”

8. Soon after the dispersion of mankind from Babel, it is supposed
that Mis’ raim, one of the sons of Ham, journeyed into
Egypt,” where he became the founder of the most ancient
and renowned nation of antiquity. The government es-
tablished by him is believed to have been that of an aristoeratic

I, EGYPTIAN
HISTORY.

1. The Euphrates, the most considerable river of Western Asia, has its sources in the table
lands of Armenia, about ninety miles from the south-eastern borders of the Black Sea. The
rources of the Tigris are In the same region, but farther south. The general direction of both
rivers is south-east, to their entrance into the head of the Persian Gulf. (See Mop, p.15.) So
late as tho age of Alexander tho Great, each of these rivers prescrved a separate course to the
sea, but not long after they became united about eighty miles from their mouth, from which
point ihey have ever sinco continued to flow in a single stream. Both rivers are navigable &
eonsiderable distance,—both have their regular inundations; rising twico a year—first in De-
cember, in consequence of the autumnal rains; and next from Mareh till June, owing to the
melting of the mountain snows. The Scriptures place the Garden of Eden on the banks of the
Euphrates, buf the exact site is unknown.

We learn that soon after the deluge, the country in the vicinity of the two rivers Tigris and
Euphrates, where stood the tower of Babel, was known a3 the Land of Shinar: afterwards the
empire of Assyria or Babylon flourished here; and still later, the country between the two
rivers was called by the ancient Greeks, JMcsopotamia,—a compound of two Greek words,
(medos and potamos,) signifying “between the rivers” In ancient times the banks of both
rivers were studded with cities of the first rank. On the eastern bank of the Tigris stpod
Nineveh ; and on both sides of the Euphrates stood the mighty Babylon, “the glory of king-
doms,” and “the beauty of the Chaldee’s excellency.” Lower Mesopotamia, both above and
below Babylon, was anciently intersected by canals in every direction, many of which can still
be traced; and some of them could easily he restored to their original condition. (See
Map, p. 15.y

2. Ancient EaveT, called by the Hebrews JMis’ raim, may be divided into two principal por-
tions ; Upper or Sonthern Egypt, of which Thebes was the capital, and Lower Egypt, whose
capital was Memphis. That portion of Lower Egypt embraced within the mouths or outlets of
the Nile, the Greeks afterwards called the Delte, from its resemblanee to the form of the
Greek letter of that name. (4) Ancient Egypt probably embraced alt of the present Nubia,
and perhaps & part of Abyssinia. Modern Egypt is bounded on the north by the Mediterra-
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priesthood, whose members were the patrons of the arts and sciences;
and it is supposed that the nation was divided into three distinet
classes,—the priests, the military, and the people ;—the two former
holding the latter and most numerous body in subjection. After
this government had existed nearly two centuries, under rulers whose
names have perished, Ménes, a military chieftain, is supposed to
have subverted the ancient sacerdotal despotism, and to have estab-
lished the first eivil monarchy, about 2400 years before the Christian
era. Ménes was the first Pharaok, a name common to all the kings
of Egypt. ¢

9. Upon the authority of Herod’ otus' and Joséphus,® to the first
king, Ménes, is attributed the founding of Memphis,® probably the
most ancient city in Bgypt. Other writers ascribe to him the build-
ing of Thebes* also ; but some suppose that Thebes was built many

nean, on the east by the Isthinus of Suez and the Red Sea, on the south by Nubia, and on the
west by the Great Desert and the province of Barca.

The cultivated portion of Egypt, embraced mostly within a narrow valley of from five to
twenty miles In width, is Indebied wholly to the annual inundations of the Nile for its fertility ;
and without them, would soon become a barren waste. The river begins to swell, in its higher
parts, in April; but at the Delta no increase occurs until the beginning of June. Its greatest
height there is in September, when the Delta is almost entirely under water. By the end of
November the waters leave the land altogether, having deposited a rich alluvium. Then the
Egyptian spring commences, at a season corresponding to our winter, when the whole country,
covered with a vivid green, bears the aspect of a fruitful garden. (Map, p. 15.)

1. Herod' otus—the earliest of the Greek historians: born 484 B. C.

2. Joséphus—a, celebrated Jewlish historian: born at Jerusalem, A. D. 37.

3. Memphis, a famous city of Egypt, whose origin dates beyond the period of authentic s-
tory, is supposed to have stood on the western bank of the Nile, about fifteen miles south from
the apex of the Delta—the point whence the waters of the river diverge to enter the sea by
different channels, But few relics of its magnificence now occupy the ground where the city
once stood, the materials having been mostly removed for the building of modern edifices. At
the time of our Saviour, Memphis was the second city in Egypt, and next in importance to
Alexandria, the capital ; but its decay had already begun. Even in the twelfth century of the
Christian era, after the lapse of four thousand years from it3 origin, it is described by an Orien-
tal writer as containing “works so wonderful that they confound even a reflecting mind, and
such as the most eloquent would not be able to describe.”” (Map, p. 15.)

4. The ruins of Thebes, “the capital of a by-gone world,” are situated in the narrow valley
of the Nile, in Upper Egypt, extending about seven miles along both banks of the river. Here
are still to be seen magnificent ruins of temples, palaces, colossal statues, obelisks, and tombs,
which attest the exceeding wealth and power of the early Egyptians. The city is supposed to
have attained its greatest splendor about fifteen hundred years before the Christian era. On
the east side of the river the principal ruins are those of Carnac and Luxor, about a mile and a
half apart. Among the former are the remains of a temple dedicated to Ammon, the Jupiter
of the Egyptians, covering more than nine acres of ground. A large portion of this stupendous
structure is still standing. The principal front to this building is 368 feet in length, and 148 feet
in height, with a door-way in the middle 64 feet high. One of the halls in this vast building
covers an area of more than an acre and a quarter ; and its roof, consisting of enormous slabs
of stone, has been supported by 134 huge columns. The roof of what is supposed to have been
the sanctuary, or place from which the oracles were delivered, is composed of three blocks of
Zranite, painted with clusters of gilt stars on g blue ground. The entrance to this room was
marked by four noble obelisks, eack 70 feet high, three of which are now standing. At Lnxor
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centuries later. Ménes appears to have been occupied, during most
of his reign, in wars with foreign nations to us-unknown. According
to numerous traditions, recorded in later ages, he also cultivated the
arts of peace ; he protected religion and the priesthood, and erected
temples; he built walls of defence on the frontier of his kingdom—
and he dug numerous canals, and constructed dikes, both to draw off
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are 10 be seen the remains of a magnificent palace, about 800 feet in length by 200 in width,
On each side of the doorway is a colossal statue, measuring 44 feet from the ground. Fronting
these statues were two obelisks, each formed of a single block of red granite, 80 feet in height,
and beautifully sculptured. A few years ago one of these obelisks was taken down, and con~
veyed, at great expense, to the city of Paris, where it has been erected in the Place de 1a Con-
corde. Among the ruins on the west side of the river, at Medinet Abou, are two sitting colossal
figures, each about 50 feet in height, supported by pedestals of corresponding dimensions. Om
the same side of the river, in the mountain-range that skirts the valley, and westward of the
ruins, are the famous catacombs, or burial-places of the ancient inhabitarts, excavated in the
solid rock. (Map, p. 150
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the waters of the Nile' for enriching the cultivated lands, and to
prevent inundations. His name is common in ancient records, while
many subsequent monarchs of Egypt have been forgotten. Monu-
ments still exist which attest the veneration in which he was held
by his posterity. i

10. From the time of Ménes until about the 21st century before
Christ, the period when Abraham is supposed to have visited Egypt,*
little is known of Egyptian history. It appears, however, from
hieroglyphic inscriptions, first interpreted in the present century, and
corroborated by traditions and some vague historic records, that the

* greatest Egyptian pyramids® were erected three or four hundred

years before the time of Abraham, and eight or nine hundred years
before the era of DMoses,—showing a truly astonishing degree of
power and grandeur attained by the Egyptian monarchy more than
four thousand years ago. When Abrabam visited Egypt he was re-

1. The Nile, a large river of eastern Africa, is formed by the junction of the White River and
the Blue River in the country of Sennaar, whence the united stream flows northward, in a very
winding course, through Nubja and Egypt, and enters the Mediterranean through two mouths,
those of Rosetta and Damietta, the former or most westerly of which has a width of about 1800
feet; and the latter of about 900. The Rosetta channel has a depth of about five feet in the dry
season, and the Damietta channel of seven or eight feet when the river is lowest. Formerly the
Nile entered the sea by seven different channels, several of which siill occasionally serve for
canals, and purposes of irrigation. During the last thifteen hundred miles of its course, the
Nile receives no tributary on either side. The J¥kite river, generally regarded as the true Nile,
about whose source no satisfactory knowledge has yet been obtalned, is supposed to have its
rise in the highlands of Central Africa, north of the Equator. (Map, p. 15.)

2. The pyramids of Egypt are vast artificial structures, most of them of stone, scattered a'
irregular inlervals along tho western valley of the Nile from Meroe, (Mer-o-we) in modern
Nubia, to the site of ancient Memphis near Cairo. (Ki-ro.) The largest, best known, and most
celebrated, are the threo pyramids of Ghizeh, situated on a platform of rock about 150 feet
above the level of the surrounding desert, near the ruins of Memphis, seven or eight miles
south-west from Cairo. The largest of these, the famous pyramid of Cheops, is a gigantie struc-
ture, the base of which covers a surface of about eleven acres. The sldes of the base eorre-
spond in direction with the four cardinal points, and each mreasures, at the foundation, 746 feet.
The perpendicular height is about 430 feet, which is 43 feet 9 inches higher than St. Peters at
Rome, the loftiest edifice of modern times. This huge fabric consists of two hundred and six
layers of vast blocks of stone, rising ahove each other in the formu of steps, the thickness of
which diminishes as the height of the pyramid increases, the lower layers belng nearly five feet
in thickness, and the upper ones about eighteen inchea. - The summit of the pyramid appears
{0 have been, originally, a level platform, sixteen or eighteen feet square. Within this pyramid
several chambers have been discovered, lined with immense slabs of granite, which must have
been conveyed thither from a great distance up the Nile. The second pyramid at Ghizeh is
coated over with polished stone 140 feet downwards from the summit, thereby removing the
inequalities occasioned by the steps, and rendering the surface smooth and uniform. Herod'o-
tus states, from information derived from the Egyptian priests, that one hundred thousand men
were employed twenty years in constructing the great pyramid of Ghizeh, and that ten years
had been spent, previously, in quarrying the stones and eonveying them to the place. The re-
maining pyramids of Egypt correspond, in their general character, with the one described, with
tho exoeption that several of them are constructed of sun-burnt brick. No reasonable douo
pow exists that the pyramids were designed as the burial places of kings.

a. 2077 b, C.
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ceived with the hospitality and kindness becoming a civilized nation ;
and when he left Egypt, to return to his own ecountry, the ruling
monarch dismissed him and all his people, “rich in cattle, in silver,
and in gold.”

11. Nearly a hundred years before the time of Abraham’s visit to
Egypt, Lower Egypt had been invaded and subdued* by the Hyc' sos,
or Shepherd Kings, a roving people from the eastern shores of the
Mediterranean,—probably the same that were known, at a later
period, in sacred history, as the Philistines, and still later as the
Phoenicians.  Kings of this race continued to rule over Lower Egypt
during a period of 260 years, but they were finally expelled,” and
driven back to their original seats in Asia. During their dominion,
Upper Egypt, with Thebes its capital, appears to have remained
under the government of the native Egyptians. A few years after
the expulsion of the Shepherd Kings, Josepk was appointed® governor
or regent of Egypt, under one of the Pharaohs; and the family of
Jacob was settled in the land of Goshen.! It was during the resi-
dence of the Israelites in Egypt that we date the commencement of
Grecian history, with the supposed founding of Argos by In’achus,
1856 years before the Christian era.

12. During the early period of Egyptian history which we have
deseribed, kingdoms arose and mighty cities were found-
ed in those regions of Asia first peopled by the imme-
diate descendants of Noah. After the dispersion of
mankind from Babel, Ashur, one of the sons of Shem, remained in
the vicinity of that place; and by many he is regarded as the
founder of the Assyrian empire,* and the builder of Nineveh.® But

IV. ASIATIO
HISTORY.

1. “The land of Goshen lay along the most easterly branch of the Nile, and on the east side
of it; forit is evident that at the time of the Exode the Israelites did not cross the Nile, (Hale’s
Analysis of Chronology, i. 374.) “The ‘land of Goshen’ was between Egypt and.Canaan, not
far from the Isthmus of Suez, on the eastern side of the Nile.” (See Map, p.15.) (Cockayne’s
Hist. of the Jews, p. 1.)

2. The early province or kingdom of Assyria is usually considered as having been on the
eastern bank of the river Tigris, having Nineveh for its capital. But it is probable that both
Nineveh and Babylon belonged to the early Assyrian empire, and that these two cities were at
times the capitals of separate monarchies, and at times united under one government, whose
territories were ever changing by conquest, and by alliances with surrounding tribes or nations.

3. The city of Nineveh is supposed to have stood on the east bank of the Tigris, opposite the
modern city of Mosul. (See Map, p.15.) Its site was probably identical with that of the pre-
sent small.v'illage of Nunia, and what is called the “tomb of Jonah ;” which are surrounded by
vast heaps of ruins, and vestiges of mounds, from which bricks and pieces of gypsum are dug
out, with inscriptions closely resembling those found among the ruins of Babylon.

Of the early history of Nineveh little is known. Some early writers describe it as larger than
Babylon; but little dependence can be placed on their statements. It is believed, however,
a, 2159 B. O, - b, 1900 B C. c. 1872 B. C. d. 1863 B. C,
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others' ascribe this honor to Nimrod, a grandson of Ham, who, as they
suppose, having obtained possession of the provinces of Ashur, built
Nineveh, and encompassing Babel with walls, and rebuilding the desert:
ed city, made it the capital of his empire, under the name of Babylon,

that the wafl_s included, besides the buildings of the city, a large extent of well-cultivaied gar-
dens and pasture grounds, In the ninth century before Christ, it was described by the prophet
Jonah as “an exceeding great city of three days’ journey,” and as containing “more than six
score thousand persons that could not distinguish between their right hand and their left.” It
is generally believed that the expression here used denoted ckildren, and that the entire popu-
lation of the city numbered seven or eight hundred thousand souls.

» Nineveh was a city of great commercial importance. The prophet Nahum thus addresses
her: “Thou hast multiplied thy merchants above the stars of heaven.” (iii. 16.) Nineveh was
besieged 2nd taken by Arbaces the Mede, in the eighth century before Christ; and in the year
612 it fell into the hands of Ahasuerus, or Cyaxares, king of Media, who took great “spoil of
eilver and gold, and none end of the store and. glory, out of all her pleamm furniture,” making
her “empty, and veid, and waste.” (JMap, p. 15.)

1."According to our English Bible (Genesis, x. 11), “.Ashur went forth out of the land of Shi-
nar (Babylon) and builded Nineveh.,” But by many this reading is supposed to be a wrong
translation, and that the passage should read, “ From that land he (Nimrod) went forth into
Ashur, (the name of a province,) and built Nineveh.” (“De terra illa egressus est Assur et
eedificavit Nineveh.” (See Anthon’s Classical Dictlonary, article Assyria. See, also, the subject
examined in Hale’s Analysis of Chronolegy, i. 450-1.)

2. Anclent Babylum, once the greatest, most magnificent, and most powerful city of the world,
stood on both sides of the river Euphrates, about 350 miies from the entrance of that stream
into the Persian Gulf, The building of Babel was probably the commencement of the city, but
it is supposed to have attained its greatest glory during the reign of the Assyrian queen, Semir'=
amis, Different writers give different acccounts of the extent of this city. The Greek historian
Herod' otus, who visited it in the fourth century before Christ, while its walls were still standing
and much of its early magnificence remaining, described it as a perfect square, the walls of
each side being 120 furlongs, or fiftcen miles in length. According to this computation the city
embraced an area of 225 square miles. But Diodérus reduces the supposed area lo 72 square
miles ;—eéqual, however, to three and a half times the area of Londen, with all its suburbs,
Some writers have supposed that the city contained a population of at lcast five millions of
people. Otbers have reduced this estimato to one million. It is highly improbable that the
whole of the immense area inclosed by the walls was fllled with the buildings of a compact
city.

The walls of Babylon, w hich were built of large bricks cemented with bitumen, are said to
have been 350 feet high, and 87 feet in thickness, flanked with lofty towers, and pierced by 100
gates of brass. The two portions of the city, on each side of the Euphrates, were connected by
a bridge of stone, which rested on arches of the same material. The temple of Jupiter Belus,
supposed to havebeen the tower or Babel, is described by Herod' ofus as an immense structure,
square at the base, and rising, in eight distinct stories, to the height of nearly 600 feet. Herod'-
otus says that when he visited Babylon the brazen gates of this temple were still to be seen,
and that in the upper story there was a couch magnificently adorned, and near it a table of solid
gold. Herod’ otus also mentions a statue of gold twelve cubits high,—snpposed to have been
the “golden image” set up by Nebuchadnezzar. The site of this temple has been identified as
that of the ruins new called by the Arabs the “Birs Nimroud,” or Tower of Nimrod.

Later writers than Herod' otus speak of a tunnel under the Euphrates—subterranean banguet-
ing rooms of brass—and hanging gardens elevated three hundred feet above the city; but as
Herod' otus is silent on these points, serious doubts have been entertained of the existence of
these structures.

Nothing now remains of the buildings of ancient Babylon but i and shapel
of ruins; their sites being partly occupied by the modern and meanly built town of Hillah, on
the weitem bank of the Euphrates, This town, surrounded by mud walls, containy a mixed
Arabian and Jewish population of six or seven thousand souls. (Map, p. 15.)
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about 610 years after the deluge, and 2555 years before the Chris-
tian era. After his death, Nimrod was deified for his great aetions,
and called Belus: and it is supposed that the tower of Babel, rising
high above the walls of Babylon, but still in an unfinished state, was
consecrated to his worship. :

13. While some believe that the monarch Ninus was the son of
Nimrod, and that Assyria and Babylon formed one united empire
under the immediate successors of the first founder; others-regard
Ninus as an Assyrian prince, who, by conquering Babylon, unitea
the hitherto separate empires, more than four hundred years after
the reign of Nimrod; while others still regard Ninus as only a per-
sonification of Nineveh-* During the reign of Ninus, and also
during that of his supposed queen and successor, Semir’amis, the
boundaries of the united Assyrian and Babylonian empires are said
to have been greatly enlarged by conquest; but the accounts that
are given of these events are evidently so exaggerated, that little re-
liance can be placed upon them.

14. Semir’ amis, who was raised from an humble station to be-
come the queen of Ninug, is described as a woman of uncommon
courage and masculine character, the main objeet of whose ambition
was to immortalize her name by the greatness of her exploits. Her
conquests are said to have embraced nearly all the then known world,
extending as far as Central Africa on the one hand, and as far as
the Indus,’ in Asia, on the other. She is said to have raised, at one
time, an army of more than three millions of men, and to have em-
ployed two millions of workmen in adorning Babylon—statements
wholly inconsistent with the eurrent opinion of the sparse population
of the world at this early period. After the reign of Semir’amis,
which is supposed to have been during the time of the sojourn of
the Israelites in Egypt, little is known of the history of Assyria for
more than thirty generations.

1. The river Indus, or Sinde, rises in the Himmaleh mountains, and rumning in a south-west-
orly direction enters the Arabian Sea near the western extremity of Hindostan.

a. Niebuhr’s Ancient Hist. i. 55,
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CHAPTER II.

THE FABULOUS AND LEGENDARY PERIOD OF GRECIAN
o HISTORY :

ENDING WITH THE CLOSE OF THE TROJAN WAR, 1183 B c

ANALYSIS. 1. Extent of Ancient Greece. Of Modern Greece. The most ancient name of
the country.—2. The two general divisions of Modern Greece. Extent of Northern Greece.
Of the Moréa. Whole arca of the country so renowned in history.—3. The general surface of
the country. Its fertility.—4. Mountains of Greece. Rivers. Climate. The seasons. - Scenery.
Classical associations.

5. GrecIAN MyTHOLOGY, the proper introduction to Grecian history.—G. Chaos, Earth, and
Heaven. The offspring of Earth and U'ranus. [U’ranus; the Titans: the Cyclopes.}—7. U’ ranus
is dethroned, and is succeeded by Sat’urn. [The Furies: the Giants: and the Melian Nymphs.
Venus. Sat'urn. Jupiter. Nep’tune. Plato.J—8, War of the Titans agalnst Sat’urn. War
of the Giants with Jupiter. The result. New dynasty of the gods.—9. The wives of Jupiter.
[Juno.] His offspring. [Mer cury. Mars. Apol'lo. Vul'can. Dina. Miner’va.] Other
celestial divinities. [Céres. Ves’ia.}—10. Other deities not included among the celestials,
[Bac’'chus. Iris. Hebe. The Muses. The Fates. The Graces.] Monsters. [Harpies. Gor'»
gons.] Rebellions aZainst Jupiter. [Olym’pus,}—11. Numbers, and character, of the legends
of the gods. = Vulgar belief, and philesophical explanations of them.

12. EARLIEST INHABITANTS OF GREECE. The Pelas'gians. Tribes included under this
name.—13. Character and civilization of the Pelas'gians. [Cyclopean structures.  Asia
Minor.]—14. ForElaN SeTTLERS IN GrREECE. Reputed founding of Ar'gos. [Ar'gos. Ar'-
golis. Océanus., In’achus.] The accounts of the early Grecian settlements not reliable.—15,
The founding of Athens. [At'tica. Ogy'ges.] The clements of Grecian civilization aftributed
to Cécrops. The story of Cécrops doubtless fabulous.—16. Legend of the contest between Min-
ur'va and Nep'tune.—~17, Cran’aus and Amphic'tyon. Dan’aus and Cad'mus. [Beotia.
Thebes.}—~18. General character of the accounts of foreign settiers in Greece. Value of these tra-
ditions, The probable truth in relation to them, which accounts for the intermixture of foreign
with Grecian mythology. [Agean Sea.]

19. The IIxLLENEs appear in Thessaly, about 1384 B. C,, and become the ruling class among
the Grecians.—20. Hellen the son of Deucélion. The several Greclan tribes. The Zolian tribe.
—21. The Hxroic Agr. Our knowledge of Grecian history during this period. Character and
value of the Herolc legends. The most important of them. [lst. Hércules, 2d. Théseus. 3d.
Argonaittic expedition. 4th. Theban and Ar‘golic war.]—22. The Argonautic expedition
thought the most important. Probably a poetic flction. [Samothrace. Euxine Sea.] Proba-
bility of naval expeditions at this early period, and their results. [Minos. Crete.]—23. Oper-
ing of the Trojan war. Its alleged causes. [Troy. Lacedw’'mon.]—24. Paris,—the flight ot
Helen,—the war which followed.—25. Remarks on the supposed reality of the war. [The fuble
of Helen.]—26. What kind of truth is to be extracted from Homer’s account.

CoTeMPORARY HisTORY.—1. Our limited knowledge of cotemporary history during this
period. Rome. Europe. Central Western Asia. Egyptian History.—2. The conquests of
Sesos' tris. [Libya. Ethiopia. The Ganges. Thraclans and Scythlans.] The columns ercct-
ed by Sesos’ tris.—3. Statues of Sesostris at Ipsam'boul. Historical sculptures.—4. Remarks
on the evidences .of the existence of this conqueror. The close of his reign. Subsequent
FEigyptian history.—5. The Israelites at the period of the commencement of Grecian history,
Their sitnation after the death of Joseph. Their exodus from Egypt, 1648 B. C.—6. Wander-
ings in the wilderness Passage of the Jordan. [Arabia. Jordan. Palestine,] Death of
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Moses. Israel during the time of Joshua and the elders.—7. Israel ruled by judges until the
time of Saul. The Israelites frequently apostatize to idolatry. [Moabites. Canaanites.]—8,
Their deliverarce from the Mid' janites and Am’alekites. [Localities of these tribes.]—9. De-
liverance from the Philistines and Am’ monites. [Localities of these tribes.] Samson, Eli, and
Samuel. Saul anointed king over Israel, 1110 B. C.—10. Closing remarks.

1. GreEcE, which is the Roman nameé of the country whose his-
1 aroceapm. L0y We next proceed to narrate, but which was called
car pescrip- by the natives Iel'las, denoting the country of the
TION.  Hellénés, comprised, in its most flourishing period,
nearly the whole of the great eastern peninsula of southern Europe
—extending north to the northern extremity of the waters of the
Grecian Archipelago. - Modern Greece, however, has a less extent
on the north, as Thes’ saly, Epirus, and Maceddnia have been taken
from it, and annexed to the Turkish empire. The area of Modern
Greece is less than that of Portugal; but owing to the irregularities
of its shores, its range of seacoast is greater than that of the whole
of Spain. The most ancient name by which Greece was known to
other nations was J6nia,—a term which Josephus derives from Ja-
van, the son of Japhet, and grandson of Noah: although the Greeks
themselves applied the term IGnes only to the descendants of the
fabulous I’ on, son of Xtuthus.

2. Modern Greece is divided into two prineipal portions —North-
ern Greece or Hel’ las, and Southern Greece, or Moréa—anciently
called Peloponnésus. The former includes the country of the an-
cient Grecian States, Acarndnia, Aitélia, Loecris, Phéeis, Doris,
Beedtia, Eubcee’ a, and At tica; and the latter, the Peloponnesian
States of E’1is, Ach4ia, Cor’ inth, Ar’ golis, Lacénia, and Messénia;
whose localities may be learned from the accompanying map. The
greatest length of the northern portion, which is from north-west to
south-east, is about two hundred miles, with an average width of
fifty miles. The greatest length of the Moréa, which is from north
to south, is about one hundred and forty miles. The whole area of
the country so remowned in history under the name of Greece or
Hel’ las, is only about twenty thousand square miles, which is less
than half the area of the State of Pennsylvania.

3. The general surface of Greece is mountainous; and almost the
only fertile spots are the numerous and usually narrow plains along
the sea-shore and the banks of rivers, or, as in several places, large
basins, which apparently once formed the beds of mountain lakes.
The largest tracts of level country are in western Hel’las, and along
the northern and north-western shores of the Moréa.
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4. The mountains of Greece are of the Alpine character, and are
remarkable for their numerous grottos and caverns. Their abrupt
summits never rise to the regions of perpetual snow. There are no
navigable rivers in Greece, but this want is obviated by the numerous
gulfs and inlets of the sea, which indent the coast on every side, and
thus furnish vnusual faclhtles to commerce, while they add to the
vanety and beauty of the scenery. The climate of Greece is for the
most part healthy, except in the low and marshy tracts around the
shores and lakes. The winters are short. Spring and autumn are
rainy seasons, when many parts of the country are inundated; but
during the whole summer, which comprises half the year, a cloud in
the sky is rare in several parts of the country. Grecian scenery is
unsurpassed in romantic wildness and beauty; but our deepest inter-
est in the country arises from its classical associations, and the ruins
of ancient art and splendor scattered over it.

5. As the Greeks, in common with the Egyptians and other East-
ern nations, placed the reign of the gods anterior to the
race of mortals, therefore Grecian mythology* forms the
most appropriate introduction to Greeian history.

6. According to Grecian philosophy, first in the order of time
came Chéos, a heterogencous mass containing all the seeds of nature;
then “broad-breasted Earth,” the mother of the gods, who produced
U’ ranns, or Heaven, the mountains, and the barren and billowy sea.
Then Earth married U’ ranus® or Heaven, and from this union came
a numerous and powerful brood, the Titans® and the Cyclépes,* and
the gods of the wintry season,—Kot’ tos, Bridreus, and Gy’ ges, who
bad each a hundred hands,—supposed to be personifications of the
hail, the rain, and the snow. ‘

IL. GRECIAN
MYTHOLOGY.

1. MyTnoLoey, from two Greek words signifying a ©fable” and a “discourse,” is a system
of myths, or fabulous opinions and doctrines respecting the deities which heathen nations
have supposed to preside over the world, or to influence its affairs.

2. U'ranus, from a Greek word signifying “heaven,” or “sky,” was the most ancient of all
the gods.

3. The Titans were six males—Oceanus, Coios, Crios, Hyperion, Japetus, and Kronos, or
Sat'urn, and six femgales,—Théia, Rhéa, Thémis, Mnemos’ yne, Phee’ be, and Téthys. Océanus,
or the Ocean, espoused his sister Téthys, and their children were the rivers of the earth, and the
three thousand Oceanides or Ocean-nymphs. Hypérion married his sister Théia, by whom he
had Auréra, or the morning, and also the sun and moon.

4. The Cyclépes were a race of gigantic size, baving but one eye, and that placed in the centre
of the forechead. According to some accounts there were many of this race, but according to
the poet Hesiod, the principal authority in Grecian mythology, they were only three In num-.
ber, Bron' tes, Ster'opes, and A’ ges, words which signify In the Greek, Thunder, Lightning,
and the rapid Flame. The poets converted them inio smiths—ihe assistants of the fire-god
Vulcan. The Cyclopes were probably personifications of the energies of the “powers of the
air.?
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7. The Titans made war upon their father, who was wounded by
Sat’ urn,’ the youngest and bravest of his sons. From the drops of
blood whick flowed from the wound and fell upon the earth, sprung
the Furies,? the Giants,® and the Melian nymphs;* and from those
which fell into the sea, sprung Venus,® the goddess of love and beauty.
U’ranus or Heaven being dethroned, Sat’urn, by the consent of his
brethren, was permitted to reign in his stead, on condition that he
would destroy all his male children: but Rhéa his wife concealed
from him the birth of Japiter,® Nep’ tune,” and Plato.®

1. Sat’ urn, the youngest but most powerful of the Titans, called by the Greeks, Kronos, a
word signifying “Time,” is generally represented as an old man, bent by age and infirmity,
holding & seythe in his right hand, together with a serpent that bites its own taily which is an
emblem of time, and of the revolution of the year. In his left hand he has a child which he
raises up as if to devour it—as time devours all things.

When Sat’ urn was banished by his son Japiter, he is said to have fled to Italy, where he
employed himself in eivilizing the barbarous manners of the people. His reign there was so
beneficent and virtuous that mankind have called it the golden age. According to Hesiod,
Sat’ urn ruled over the Isles of the Blessed, at the end of the earth, by the “‘deep eddying
ocean.”

2. The Furies were three goddesses, whose names signified the “Unceasing,” the “ Envier,”’
and the “ Bleod-avenger.” They are usualy represented with looks full of terror, each brand-
ishing a torch in one hand and a scourge of snakes in the other. They torment guilty con-
sciences, and punish the crimes of bad men.

3. The Qiants are represented as of uncommeon stature, with strength proportioned to their
gigantic size. The war of the Titans against Sat’ urn, and that of the Giants against Jupiter, are
very celebrated in mytholegy. It is believed that the Giants were nothing more than the ener-
gies of nature personified, and that the war with Japiter is an allegorical representation of some
tremendous convulsion of nature in early times.

4. In Grecian mythology, all the regions of earth and water were peopled with beautiful fe~
male forms called nymphs, divided into various orders according to the place of their abode.
The Melian nymphs were those which waltched oever gardens and flocks.

5. Pénus, the most beautiful of all the goddesses, is sometimes represented as rising out of
the sea, and wringing her locks,—sometimes drawn in a sea-shell by Tritons—sea-deities that
were half fish and balf human—and sometimes in a charlot drawn by swans, Swans, doves,
and sparrows, were sacred to her. Her faverite plants were the rose and the myrile,

6. Jupiter, called the “father of men and gods,” is placed at the head of the entire system of
the universe, He s supreme over all: earthly monarchs derive their authority from him, and
his will is fate. He is generally represented as majestic in appearance, seated on a throne, with
o seeptre in one hand, and thunderbolits in the other. The eagle, which is sacred to him, is
standing by his side. Regarding Japiter as the surrounding ether, or atmosphere, the numer-
ous fables of this monarch of the gods may be considered allegories which typify the great gen-
erative power of the universe, displaying itself in & variety of ways, and under the greatest
diversity of forms,

7. Nep' tune, the “ Earth-shaker,” and ruler of the sea, is second only to Japiter in powe.
He is represented, like Jitpiter, of a serene and majestic aspect, seated in a chariot made of a
shell, bearing a trident in his right hand, and drawn by dolphins and sea-horses; while the
tritous, nymphs, and other sea-monsters, gambol around him,

8. Plitto, called also 11ades and Or’ cus, the god of the lower world, is represented as a man
of a stern aspect, seated on a throne of sulphur, from beneath which flow the rivers Lethe or
Oblivion, Phleg’ ethon, Cocy'tus, and Ach’eron. In one hand he holds a bident, or sceptre
with two forks, and in the other the keys of hell. His queen, Proserpine, is sometimes seated
by bim, He is described by the poets as a being inexorable and deaf to sypplication, and an
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8. Ths Titans, informed that Sat’urn had saved his children,
made war upon him and dethroned him ; but he was restored by his
gon Jtipiter. Yet the latter afterwards conspired against his father,
and after a long war with him and his giant progeny, which lasted
ten full years, and in which all the gods took part, he drove Sat’urn
from the kmgdom, and then divided, between himself and his
brothers Nep’ tune and Plito, the dominion of the umverse, taking
heaven as his own portlon, and assigning the sea to Nep’tune, and
to Plito the lower regions, the abodes of the dead. With Jtpiter
and his brethren begins a new dynasty of the gods, being those, for
the most part, whom the Greeks recognised and worshipped.

9. Jtpiter had several wives, both goddesses and mortals, but
last of all he married his sister Jtino,’ who maintained, permanently,
the dignity of queen of the gods. The offspring of Jupiter were
numerous, comprising both celestial and terrestrial divinities. The
most noted of the former were Mer’ cury,® Mars,® Apol’lo,* Vul’ can,®

object of aversion and hatred to both gods and men. From his realms there is no return, and
all mankind, sooner or later, are sure to be gathered into his kingdom.

As none of the goddesses would marry the stern and gloomy god, he seized Pros’ erpine, the
daughter of Céres, while she was gathering flowers, and opening a passage through the earth,
carried her to his abode, and made her queen of his dominions,

1. Jino, a goddess of a dignified and matronly air, but haughty, jealous, and inexorable, is
represented sometimes as scated on a throne, holding in one hand a pomegranate, and in the
other a golden sceptre, with a cuckoo on its top ; and at others, as drawn in a chariot by pea-
cocks, and attended by I’ ris, the goddess of the rainbow.

The many quarrels attributed to Japiter and Juno, are supposed to be physical allegorins—
Jupiter representing the ether, or upper regions of the_air, and Jiino the lower strata—hence
their quarrels are the storms that pass over the earth: and the capricious and quick-changing
temper of the spouse of Jove, is typical of the ever-varying changes that disturb our atmos-
phere.

2. Mer' cury, the confldent, messenger, interpreter, and ambassador of the gods, was himself
the god of eloquence, and the patron of orators, merchants, thieves and robbers, travellers and
shepherds. He is said 1o have invented the Iyre, letters, commerce, and gymnastic exercises,
His thieving exploits are celebrated. He is usually represented with a eloak neatly arranged
on his person, having a winged eap en his head, and winged sandals on his feet. In his hand
he bears his wand or staff, with wings at its extremity, and two serpents twined about it,

3. Mars, the god of war, was of huge sizo and prodigious strength, and his voice was louder
than that of ten thousand mortals. He is represented as a warrior of a severe and menacing -
air, dressed in the style of the Heroic Age, with a cuirass on, and a round Greclan shield on his
arm, He is sometimes seen standing in a chariot, with Bellona his sister for a charioteer,
Terror and Fear accompany him; Discord, in tattered garments, goes before him, and Anger
and Clamor follow.

4. Apol’ Lo, the god of archery, prophecy, and musice, is represented in the perfection of manly
strength and Deauty, with hair long and curling, and bound behind his head ; his brows are
wreathed with bay: sometimes he bears a lyre in his hand, and sometimes a how, with a gold-
en quiver of arrows at his back. ’

5. Pul’ can was the fire-god of the Greeks, and the artificer of heaven. He was born lame,
and his mother Jno was 30 shocked at the sight that she flung him from Olym’pus. He -
forged the thunderbolts of Jupiter, also the arms of gods and demi-gods. He is usually repre-
sented as of ripe age, with a serious t and m lar form, His hair hangs in curls




26 ANCIENT HISTORY. [Parr 1.

Di4na,' and Miner’va.® There were two other celestial divinities,
Céres® and Ves'ta,* making, with Jtino, Nep’ tune, and Plito, twelve
in all.

10. The number of other deities, not included among the celestials,
was indefinite, the most noted of whom were Bac' chus,® I' ris,® Hebe,’
the Muses,® the Fates,” and the Graces;' also Sleep, Dreams, and
Death. There were also monsters, the offspring of the gods, pos-
sessed of free will and intelligence, and having the mixed forms of

on his shoulders. . He generally appears at his anvil, in a short tunic, with his right arm bare,
and sometimes with a pointed cap on his head.

1. Didna, the exact counterpart of her brother Apol'le, was queen of the woode, and the
goddess of hunting. She devoted herself to perpetual celibacy, and her chief joy was to speed
like a Dorian maid over the hills, followed by a train of nymphs, in pursuit of the flyinz game.
She is represented as a strong, active maiden, lightly clad, with a bow or hunting spear in her
hand, a quiver of arrows on her shoulders, wearing the Crétan hunting-shoes, and attended by
a hound.

2. JMiner' va, the goddess of wisdom and skill, and, as opposed to Mars, the patroness and
teacher of just and scientific warfare, is said to have sprung, full armed, from the brum of Ju.
piter. She is represented with a serious and thoughtful countenance; her hair hangs in ring.
lets over her shoulders, and a helmet covers her head: she wears a long tunic or mautle, and
bears a spear in one hand, and an segis or shield, on which is a figure of the Gorgon’s head, in
the other.

3. Céres was the goddess of grain and harvests. The most celebrated event in her history s
the carrying off of her daughter Pros’ erpine by Plitto, and the search of the goddess after her
throughout the whele world. The form of Ceres is like that of Juno. She is represented bear-
ing poppies and ears of corn in one hand, a lighted torch in the other, and wearing on her head
a garland of popples. She is also represented riding in a chariot drawn by dragons, und dis-
tributing corn to the different regions of the earth,

4. Ves' ta, the virgin goddess who presided over the domestic hearth, is representecd *» a long
flowing robe, with a veil on her head, a lamp in one hand, and a spear or javelin in the other.
In every Grecian city an altar was dedicated to her, on which & sacred fire was kept constantly
burning. In her temple at Rome the sacred fire was guarded by six prlestesses, called the
Vestal Virgins.

5. Bace' chus, the god of wine, and the patron of drunk and debauchery, Is repr ted
as an effeminate young man, with long flowing hair, crowned with a garland of vine leaves,
and generally covered with a cloak thrown loosely over his shoulders. In one hand -2 holds a
goblet, and in the other clusters of grapes and a short dagger.

6. I ris, the “golden winged,” was the goddess of the rainbow, and special messenger of the
king and queen of Olympus.

7. The blooming Hebe, the goddess of Youth, was a kind of mald-servant who handed around
the nectar at the banquets of the gods.

8. The JMuses, nine in number, were goddesses who presided over poetry, music, and all the
liberal arts and sciences. They are thought to be personifications of the inventive powers of
the mind, as displayed in the several arts.

9. The Fates were three goddesses who presided over the destinies of mortals :—1st, Clotho,
who held the distaff; 2d, Lach’ esis, who spun each one’s portion of the thread of life; and 3d,
At'ropos, who cut off the thread with her scissors.

“Clétho and Lach' esis, whose boundless sway,
With At'ropos, both men and gods obey ”—Hzxs1op,

10. The Graces were three young and beautiful sisters, whose names signifled, respectively,
Splendeor, Joy, and Pleasure. They are supposed to have been a symbolical representation of
all that is beautiful and attractive. They are represented as dancing together, or standing with
their anas entwined,
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animals and men. Such were the Har’pies;' the Grorgons;® the
winged Lorse Peg’asus; the fifty, or, as some say, the hundred head-
ed dog Cer’berus; the Cen’taurs, half men and half horses; the
Ler’nean Hy’dra, a famous water serpent ; and Scyl’la and Charyb’-
dis, fearful sea monsters, the one changed into a rock, and the other
into a whirlpool on the coast of Sicily,—the dread of mariners.
Many rebellious attempts were made by the gods and demi-gods to
dethrone Jupiter; but by his unparalleled strength he overcame all
his enemies, and holding his court on mount Olym’pus,® reigned su-
preme god over heaven and earth.

11. Such is the brief outline of Grecian mythology. The legends
of the gods and goddesses are numerous, and some ‘of them are of
exceeding interest and beauty, while others shock and disgust us by
the gross impossibilities and hideous deformities which they reveal.
The great mass of the Grecian people appear to have believed that
their divinities were real persons; but their philosophers explained
the legends.concerning them as allegorical representations of general
physical and moral truths. The Greek, therefore, instead of wor-
shipping nature, worshipped the powers of nature personified.

12. The earliest reliable information that we possess of the country
denominated Greece, represents it in the possessionof _ _
a number of rude tribes, of which the Pelas’gians were mmasrraxts
the most numerous and powerful, and probably the most ©F SBEECK.
ancient. The name Pelas’ gians was also a general one, under
which were included many kindred tribes, such as the Dol’ opes, Cha-
ones, and Grae’ci; but still the origin and extent of the race are in-
volved in much obscurity.

13. Of the early character of the Pelas’gians, and of the degree
of civilization to which they had attained before the reputed found-
ing of Ar’gog, we have unsatisfactory and conflicting accounts. On
the one hand they are represented as no better than the rudest bar-
barians, dwelling in caves, subsisting on reptiles, herbs, and wild
fruits, and strangers to the simplest arts of civilized life. Other and
more reliable traditions, however, attribute to them a knowledge of

1. The Har' pies were three-winged monsters who had female faces, and the bodies, wings,
and claws of birds. They are supposed to be personifications of the terrors of the storm—de-
mons riding upon the wind, and directing its blasts. g

2. The Gor' gons were three hideous female forms, who turned to stone all whom they fixed
their eyes upon. They are supposed to be personifications of the terrors of the sea.

3. Olympus is a celebrated mountain of Greece, ncar the north-eastern coast of Thessaly. To
the highest summit in the range the name Olympus was specially applied by the poets. It was

the fabled residence of the gods; and hence the name “ Olym’pus” was frequently used for
“ Heaven.” ”
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agriculture, and some little acquaintance with navigation; while
there is a strong probability that they were the authors® of those huge
structures commonly called Cyclopean,’ remains of which are still
visible in many parts of Greece and Italy, and on the western coast
of Asia Minor.?

14. Ar’gos,® the capital of Ar’golis,* is generally considered the
1v. rorpiey 1205t ancient city of Greece; and its reputed founding
serruErs v by In’achus, a son of the god Océanus,® 1856 years be-

GREECE:  fore the Christian era, is usually assigned as the period

of the commencement of Grecian history. But the massive Cyelé-
pean walls of Ar’ gos evidently show the Pelas’ gic origin of the place,
in opposition to the traditionary Pheenician origin of In’achus,
whose very existence is' quite problematical. And indeed the ac-
counts usually given of early foreign settlers in Greece, who planted
colonies there, founded dynasties, built cities, and introduced a

1. The Cyclopean structures were works of extraordinary magnitude, consisting of walls and
circular buildings, constructed of immense blocks of stone placed upon each other without
cement, but so nicely fitted as to form the most solid masonry. The most remarkable are cer-
tain walls at Tir’ yns, or Tiryn'thus, and the circular tower of At reus at Mycéna, both cities
of Ar' gblis in Greece. The structure at Mycéna isa hollow cone fifty feet in diameter, and as
many in height, formerly ferminating in a point; but the central sione and a few others have
been removed. The Greek poets ascribed these structures to the three Cyclopes Bréntes, Ster'-
opes,and Ar’ ges, fabulous one-eyed giants, whose employment was to fabricate the thunder-
bolts of Jupiter. (Sec Cyclépes, p.-22.)

2. JAsia Minor, (or Lesser Asia,) now embraced mostly in the Asiatic portion of Turkey,
comprised that western peninsula of Asia which lies between the waters of the Mediterranean
and the Black Sea, (See Map, No. IV.)

3. A7 gos, a city of sonthern Greece, and anciently the capital of the kingdom of Ar’ golis, is
situated on the western bank of the river In’ achus, two miles from the bottom of the Gulf of
Ar' gos, and on the western side of a plain ten or twelve miles in length, and four or five in
width. The eastern eide of the plain is dry and barren, and here were situated Tir’ yns, from
which Her’ cules departed at the commencement of his “labors,” and Mycéna, the royal cily
of Agamem’ non. The immediate vicinity of Ar’ gos was injured by excess of moisture. Here,
near the Gulf, was the marsh of Ler’ na, celebrated for the Ler' nean Hy'dra, which Her'cules
slew.

But few vestiges of the ancient city of Ar' gos are now to be seen. The elevated rock on
which stood the anclent citadel, is now surmounted by a modern castle, The fown suffered
much during the revolutionary struggle between the Greeks and Turks. The present popula-
tion is.about 3,000, (See Map, No. L)

4, Ar' golis, a country of Southern Greece, Is properly a neck of land, deriving its name from
its capital city, Ar’ gos, and extending in a south-easterly direction from Arcéadia fitty-four miles
into the sea, where it terminates in the promontory of Seil’ lzzum. Among the noted places in
Ar’ golis have been mentioned Ar’ gos, Mycénee, Tir' yns, and the Ler'nean marsh. Némea,
in the north of Ar’ golis, was celebrated for the Némean lion, and for the games instituted there
in honor of Nep'tune. Nuiplia, or Napoli di Romani, which was the post and arsenal of
ancient Ar’ gos during the best period of Grecian history, is now a flourishing, enterprising,
and beautiful town of about 16,000 inhabitants. (See Map, No. L.)

5. Océanus. (See “The Titans,” p.22) In'achus was probably only a river, personified into
the founder of a Grecia: state.

a. Thirwall’s Greece i. p.52; Anthon’s Classical Dict., articles Pelasgi and Ar° gos; also
Heeren’s Manual of Ancient History, p. 119.
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knowledge of the arts unknown to the ruder natives, must be taken
with a great degree of abatement.

15. Céerops, an Egyptian, is said to have led a colony from
the Delta to Greece about the year 1556 B. C. Two years later,
proceeding to At’tica," which had been desolated by a deluge a cen-
tury before, during the reign of Og’ yges, he issaid to have founded,
on the Cecrépian rock, a new city, which he called Athens,® in honor
of the Grecian goddess Athe’ na, whom the Romans called Miner’ ¥a.
To Cécrops has been ascribed the institution of marriage, and the
introduction of the first elements of Grecian civilization ; yet, not
only has the Egyptian origin of Cécrops been doubted, but his very
existence has been denied,* and the whole story of his Egyptian col-
ony, and of the arts which he is said to have established, has been
attributed, with much show of reason, to a homesprung Attic fable.

16. As'a part of the history of Cécrops, it is represented that in
his days the gods began to choose favorite spots among the dwellings
of men for their residences; or, in other words, that particular
deities began to be worshipped with especial homage in particular
cities; and that when Miner’ va and Nep’ tune claimed the homage
of At’tica, Cécrops was chosen umpire of the dispute. Nep’tune
asserted that he had appropriated the country to himself before it
had been elaimed by Miner’ va, by planting his trident on the rock
of the Acrop’ olis'of Athens; and, as proof of his claim, he pointed

1. At’ tica, the most celebrated of the Grecian States, and the least proportioned, in extent,
of any on the face of the earth, to its famo and importance in the history of mankind, is situ-
ated at the south-eastern exiremity of Northern Greece, having an extent of about forty-five
miles from east to west, and an average breadth of about thirty-five. Asthe soil of At"ticawas
mostly rugged, and the surface consisted of barren hills, or plains of little extent, its produce
was never sufficient to supply the wants of its inhabitants, who were therefore compelled to
look abroad for subsistence. Thus the barrenness of the Attic soil rendered the people indus-
trious, and filled them with that spirit of enterprise and activity for which they were so dis-
tinguished. Secure in her sterility, the soil of At’tica never tempted the cupidity of her neigh-
bors, and she boasted that the race of her inhabitants had ever been the same. Among the
advantages of At’tica may be reckoned the purity of its air, the fragrance of its shrubs, and
the excellence of its fruits, together with its form and position, which marked it out, in an emi-
nent degree, for commercial pursuits, Its most remarkable plains are those of Athens and
Mar’ athon, and its principal rivers the Cephis’ sus and Ilys'sus. (See Map, No. L)

2. Oz’ yges is fabled to have been the first king of Athensand of Thebes also. It is also said
that in the time of Og’ yges happened a deluge, which preceded that of Deucélion ; and Og’ yges
is said to have been the only person saved when Greece was covered with water.

3. Athens. (See Map No. IL. and description.)

8. “Notwithstanding the confidence with which thisstory (that of Cécrops) has been repeated
in modern times, the Egyptian origin of Cécrops is extremely doubtful.”— Thirwall i. p. 53
%The story of his leading a colony from Egypt to Athens is entitled to no credit.”—* The whole
series of Attic kings who are said to have preceded Théseus, including perhaps Théseus himself,
are probably mere fictions.”—.4nthon’s Clas, Dict., article % Cécrops”
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to the trident standing there erect, and to the salt spring which had.
issued from the fissure in the cliff, and which still continued to
flow. On the other hand, Miner’ va pointed to the olive which she
had planted long ago, and which still grew in native luxuriance by
the side of the fountain waich, she asserted, had been produced at a
later period by the hand of Nep' tune. Cécrops himself attested the
truth of her assertion, when the gods, according to one account, but,
according to another, Cécrops himself, decided in favor of Miner'va,
who then became the tutelary deity of Athens.

17. Cran’aus, the successor of Céerops on the list of Attic kings,
was probably a no less fabulous personage than his predecessor ; and
of Amphic’ tyon, the third on the list, who is said to have been the
founder of the celebrated Amphietyonic council, our knowledge is as
limited and as doubtful as of the former two.2 About half a century
after the time of Cécrops, another Egyptian, by name Dan’ aus, is
said to have fled to Greece with a family of fifty daughters, and to
have established a second Egyptian colony in the vicinity of Ar’ gos;-
and about the same time, Cad’ mus,’ a Pheenician, is reported to have
led a colony into Beebtia,® bringing with him the Pheenician alphabet,
the basis of the Grecian, and to have founded Cad’ mea, which after-
wards became the citadel of Thebes.®

1. There is no°good reason for belleving that Cad’ mus was the founder of Thebes, as his his-
tory is evidently fabulous, although there can be little doubt that the alphabet attributed to
him was originally brought from Pheenicia. (See Thirwall,l. p. 107.; We may therefore ven-
ture to dismiss the early theory of Cad' mus, and seek a Greclan origin for the name of the sup~
posed founder of Thebes,

2. Bebtia, lying north-west of At'tica, 1s a high and well-watered region, mostly surrounded
by mountain ranges, of which the most noted summits are those of Hel’icon and Citha'ron
in the south-west. Baeotia is divided into two principal basins or plains, thst of Cephis’sus in
the north-west, watered by the river of the same name, and containing the lake of Copais; and
that of Thebes in the south-east, watered by the river Asbpus. As many of the streams and
lakes of Beeotia find their outlet to the sea by subterranean channels, marshes abound, and the
atmosphere is damp, foggy, oppressive, and in many places unhealthy. The fertility of Beeotia,
however, 1s such, that it has always an abundant crop, though elsewhere famine should pre-
vail. Beedtia was the most populous of sll the Grecian states ; but the very productiveness of
the country seems to have depressed the intellectual and moml character of the Berdtians, and
to have justified the ridicule which their more enterprising neighbors of barren At’ tica heaped
upon them. (See Map, No. L)

3. Thebes, the ancient capital of Beebtia, was situated near the small river (or brook) Is-
ménus, about five miles south of the lake Hyl'lca. The clty was surrounded by high walls,
which had seven gates, and it contained many magnificent temples, theatres, gymrasiums, n.nd
other public edifices, adorned with statues, paintings, and other works of art. In the most
flourishing period of its history, the population of the city amounted to perhaps 50,000, The
modern town of Thebes, (called Thiva,) contains s population of about 5,000 souls, and is confined
mostly to the eminence occupied by the Acropolis, or citadel, of the ancient city. Prodigious
ramparts and artificial mounds appear outside of the town: it is surrounded by a decp fosse;

a. “There can be scarcely any reasonable doubt that this Amphic’ tyon is a merely fictitious
person,”— Thirwall, i, p. 149,
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18. These and many other accounts of foreign settlers in Greeco
during this early period of Grecian history, are so interwoven with
the absurdest fables, or, rather, deduced from them, that no reliance
can be placed upon their authenticity. Still, these traditions are
not without their value, for although the particular persons men-
tioned may have had no existence, yet the events related can hardly
have been without some historical foundation. It is probable that
after the general diffusion of the Pelas’gic tribes over Greece, and
while the western regions of Asia and northern Africa were in an
unsettied state, various bands of flying or conquering tribes found
their way to the more peaceful shores of Greece through the islands
of the B’ gean,' bringing with them the arts and knowledge of the
countries which they had abandoned. It is thus that we can satis-
factorily account for that portion of Grecian mythology which bears
evident marks of Pheenician origin, and for that still greater por-
tion of the religious notions and practices, objects and forms of Gre-
cian worship, which, accordmg to Herod’ otus, were derived from the
Egyptians.

19. At the time that colonies from the East are supposed to
have been settling in Greece, a people called the Hel- v, rux
Zénes, but whether a Pelas’ gic tribe or otherwise is un. HELLENES.
certain, first appeared in the south of Thes’ saly,* about 1384 years
before the Christian era, according to the received chronology, and

and remains of the old walls are still to be seen; but the sacred and public edifices of the an-
cient city have wholly disappeared. Prevlous to the late Greek Revolution the city had some
handsome mosques, a bazaar shaded by gigantic palm-trees, and extensive gardens, but these
were almost wholly destroyed by the casualities of war. (See JMap, No..L.)
1. The JE' gean Sea is that part of the Mediterranean lying between Greece and Asia Minor,
now called the Grecian Archipelago. (See Map, No. I11.)
2. Thes' saly, now included in Turkey in Europe, was bounded on the north by the Cambu-
nian mountains, terminating, on the east, in the loftier heights of Olympus, and separating
. Thes' say from Macedonia; on the east by the /' gean Sea, which Is skirted by ranges of Ossa
and Pelion ; on the south by the Malian gulf and the mountain chain of (Eta; and on the
west by ‘he chain of Pindus, which separated it from Epirus. In the southern part of this ter-
ritory, between the mountain chains of (Eta and Othrys, is the long and narrow valley of the
river Snarchius, which, though considered as a part of Thes'saly, forms a separate region,
widely distinguished from the rest by its physical features. Between the Othrys and the Cam-
bunian mountains lies tho great basin of Thes' saly, the largest and richest plain In Greece, en~
compassed on all sides by a mountain barrier, broken only at the north-east corner by a deep
and narrow cleft, which parts Ossa from Olympus—the defile 8o renowned in history zs the

~pass, and in poetry asthe Pale of Tem’ pe. Through this narrow glen, of about five miles in
length, the Peneus, the principal river of Thes' saly, finds its way to the sea; and an ancient
legend asserts that the waters of the Peneus and its tributaries covered the whole basin of
Thes' saly, until the arm of Her’ cules, or, as some assert, the trident of Nep’ tune, rent asunder
the gorge of Tem'pe, and thus afforded a passage to the pent-up streams, Herod'otus says,
“To me the separation of these mountains appeas to have been the effect of an earthquake.”
(See Map, No, L)
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* gradually diffusing themselves over the whole country, became, by
their martial spirit, and active, enterprising genius, the ruling elass,
and impressed new features upon-the Grecian character. The Hel
1énes gave their name to the population of the whole peninsula, al
though the term G'recians was the name applied to them by the
Romans.

20. In accordance with the Greek custom of attributing the origir
of their tribes or nations to some remote mythieal ancestor, Hel len,
a son of the fabulous Deucélion, is represented as the father of the
Hel’ lenic nation. His three sons were A’ olus, Dérus, and Xdthus,
from the two former of whom are represented to have descended the
Azolians and Dorians ; and from Achx’us and I’ on, sons of Xa-
thus, the Ache’ ans and Ionians,—the four tribes into which the
Hel’lenic or Greeian nation was for many centuries divided, and
which .were distinguished from each other by many peculiarities of
language and institutions.* Hellen is said to have left his kingdom
to A% olus, his eldest son; and the Zidlian tribe was the one that
spread the most widely, and that long exerted the greatest influence
in the affairs of the nation, although at alater period it was surpassed
by the fame and power of the Dérians and Iénians.

21. The period from the time of the first appearanee of the Hel-

vi. tae  1énes in Thes’saly, to the return of the Greeks from the

HEROIO AGE. expedition against Troy, is usually called the Heroie
Age. Our only knowledge of Greeian history during this period is
derived from numerous marvellous legends of wars, expeditions, and
heroic achievements, which possess scarcely the slightest cvidence of
historical authenticity; and which, even if they can be supposed to
rest on a basig of fact, would be scarcely deserving of notice, as being
unattended with any important or lasting consequences, were it not
for the light which they throw upon the subject of Grecian mythol-
ogy, and the gradual fading away, which they exhibit, of fiction, in
the dawn of historie truth. The most important of these legends are
those which recount the Labors of Her’ cules' and the exploits of the

1. Her' cules, a celebrated hero, is reported to have been a son of the god Jupiter and Ale-
mena. While yet an infant, Juno, moved by jealousy, sent two serpenis to devour him; but
the child boldly seized them in both his hands, and squcezed them to death. By an oath of
Jupiter, imposed upon him by the artifice of Juno, Iler' cules was made subservient, for twelve
yeare, to tho will of Burys’ theus, his.enemy, and bound to obey all his commands. Eurys’
theus commanded him to achieve a number of enterprises, the most diflicult and arduous ever
known, generally called the “twelve labors of Iler'cules.”” But the favor of the gods had com.

2. “We believe Hel' len, A olusy Dorus, Ach@’ us,and I' on, to be merely fictitious persons,
rapresentatives of the races which bore their names.”— Thirwall, 1. 1 66.
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Athenian Théseus;' the events of the Argonautic expedition ;*-of
the Théban and Ar’ golic war of the Seven Captains;*® and of the
gucceeding war of the Epig’ onoi, or descendants of the survivors, in

pletely armed h'm for the undertaking. He had received a sword from Mer'cury, a bow
from Apol’ lo, a golden breastplate from Vul’ can, horses from Nep' tune, a robe from Miner' va 3
and he himself cut his club from the Némean wood. We have merely room to enumerate his
twelve labors, without describing them.

1st. He strangled the Némean lion, which ravaged the country near Mycénz, and ever after
¢lothed himself with its skin, 2d. He destroyed the Lernean hydra, a water-serpent, which
had nine heads, eight of them mortal, and one immortal. 3d. He brought into the presence of
Eurys’ theus a stag, famous for its incredible swifiness and goiden horns. dth. He brought to
Mycénsa the wild boar of Eryman’ thus, and during this expedition slew two of the Centaurs,
monsters who were half men and half horses. 5th. He cleansed the Augean stables in one
day, by changing the courses of the rivers Al' pheus and Péneus. (“To cleanse the Augean

tables” has b a proverb, and is applied to any undertaking where the object
is to remove a mass of moral corruption, the accumulation of which renders the task almost
fmpossible.”) 6th. He destroyed the carnivorous birds which ravaged the country near the
T.ake Stymphalus in Arcadia. 7. He brought altve into Peloponnésus a prodigious wild bull
which ravaged the island of Crete. 8th. He brought from Thrace the mares of Dioméde, which
fed on human flesh. 9th. He obtained the famous girdle of Hippol’ yta, queen of the Amazons,
10th. He killed, in an island of the Atlantic, the monster Géryon, who had the bodies of three
men united, and brought away his purple oxen. Ilth. He obtained from the :garden of the
Hesper' ides the golden apples, and slew the dragon which guarded them. 12th. He went
down to the lower regions, and brought upon earth the three-headed dog Cer’ berus.

1. To Théseus, who is stated to have become king of Athens, are attributed many exploits
similar to those performed by Her’ cules, and he even shared in some of the enterprises of the
latter. By his wise laws Théseus is said to have laid the principal foundation of Athenian
greatness ; but his name, which signifies the Orderer, or Regulator, seems to indicate a period
in Grecian history, rather than an individual,

2. The Argonautic Ezpedition is said, in the popular legend, to have been undertaken by
Jason and fifty-four of the most renowned heroes of Greece, among whom were Théseus and
Her' cules, for the recovery of a golden fleece which had been deposited in the capital of Col'-
chis, a province of Asia Minor, bordering on the eastern extremity of the Euxine. The adven-
turers sailed from Iol’ cos in the ship Ar’go, and during the voyage met with many ad ventures,
Having arrived at Col’ chis, they would have been unsuccessful in the object “of their expedi-
tion had not the king’s daughter, Medea, who was an enchantress, fallen in love with Jason,
and defeated the plans of her father for his destruction. After a long return voyage, filled with
marvellous adventures, most of the Argonauts reached Greece in safety, where Her’ cules, in
homor of the expedition, instituted the Olym’ pic games.

Some have supposed this to have been a piratical expedition ; others, that it.was undertaken
for the purpose of discovery, or to secure some commercial establishment on the shores of the

_Euxine, while others have regarded the legend as wholly fabulous, Says Grote, “r repeat the
opinion long ago expressed, that the process of dissecting the story, in search of & basis of fact,
is one altogether fruitless.”—GQrote’s Hist. of Qreece, i. 243,

3. The following are said to have been the circumstances of the Théban and Ar' golic war,
After the death of (E'dipus, king of Thebes, it was agreed between his two sons, Etéocles and
Polynices, that they should reign alternately, each a year, Etéocles, however, the elder,
after his first year had expired, refused to give up the crown to his brother, when the latter,
fleeing to Ar’gos, induced Adras’tus, king of that place, to espouse his cause. Adras’tus
marched an army against Thebes, led by himself and seven eaptains ; but all the leaders were
slain before the city, and the war ended by a single combat between Etéocles and Polynices,
n which both brothers fell. This is said to have happened twenty-seven years before the
Trojan war. Ten years later the war was renewed by the Epig’ onoi, descendants of those who
were killed in the first Théban war. Some of the Grecian states espoused the cause of the
Ar' gives, and others aided the Thébans ; but in the end Thebes was abandoned by its inhabits
ants, and plundered by the Ar gives,

3
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which Thebes is said to have been plundered by the confederate
Greeks.

22. Of these events, the Argonautic expedmon has usually been
thought of more importance than the rest, 23 having been conducted
against a distant country, and as presenting some valid claims to
our belief in its historical reality. But we incline to the opinion,
that both the hero and the heroine of the legend are purely ideal
personages connected with Grecian mythology,—that Jason was per-
haps no other than the Samothracian® god or hero Jésion,* the pro-
tector of mariners, and that the fable of the expedition itself is a
poetic fiction which represented the commercial and piratical voy-
ages that began to be made, about this period, to the eastern shores of
the Euxine.” It is not improbable that voyages similar to that rep-
resented to have been made by the Argonauts, or, perhaps, naval
expeditions like those. attributed to Minos* the Crétan* prince
and lawgiver, may first have led to hostile rivalries between the
inhabitants of the Asiatic and Grecian coasts, and thus have been
the occasion of the first conflict between the Greeks and the Tro-
jansb

23. The Trojan war, rendered so celebrated in early Grecian his-

1. Samothrace (the Thracian Simos, now Samothraki,) is an island in the northern part of
the ' gean Sea, about thirty miles south of the Thracian coast. It was celebrated for the mys-
teries of the goddess Cyb’ ele, whose priests ran about with dreadful cries and howlings, beat-
ing on timbrels, clashing cymbals, and cutting their flesh with knives. (See JMap No. I1L.)

2 The Euzine (Pon’tus Euxinus) is now called the Black Sea. 1t lies between the southe
western provinces of Russia in Europe, and Asia Minor. Its greatest length, from east to west,
is upwards of 700 miles, and its greatest breadth about 400 miles. Its waters are only ahout
one-seventh part less salt than the Atlantic—a fact attributable to the saline nature of the bot-
tom, and of the northern coast. The Euxine is deep, and singularly free from rocks and shoals.
(See Map No. V.)

3. Minos is said, in the Grecian legends, to have been a son of Jipiter, from whom he
learned those laws which he delivered unto men. It is said that he was the first among the
Greeks who possessed a navy, and that he conquered and colonized several islands, and finally
perished in an expedition against Sicily. Some regard Minos simply as the concentration of
that spirit of order, which, about his time, began to exhibit, in the island of Créte, a reguiar
system of laws and government. e seems to be intermediate between the periods of mytliol
ogy and history, combining, in his person, the characteristics of both.

4. Créte (now called Candia) is a large mountainous island in the Mediterranean Sea, 80 miles
south-east from Cape Matapan in Greece—160 miles in length from east to west, with a breadth
averaging about 20 miles. Créte was the reputed birth-place of Jupiter, “king of gods and
men.” The laws of Minos are said to have served as a model for those of Lycur'gus; and the
wealth, number, and flourishing condition of the Crétan cities, are repeatedly referred to by
Homer. (See Map No. I11.)

a. Thirwall’s Greece, 1. 77-79.

b. According to Herod' otus, i. 2, 3, the abduction of Hel'en, the cause of the Trojan war, was
in retaliation’of the abduction of Medca by Jason In the Argonautic expedition. But Herod'-
otus goes farther back, and attributes to the Pheeniclans the first cause of contention between
the Asiatics and the Grecians, in carrying away from Ar’' gos, lo, a priestess of Jino.
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tory hy the poems of Homer,' is represented to have been under-
taken ahout the year 1173 before the Christian era, by the confed-
erate princes of Grecce, against the city and kingdom of Troy,”
situated on the western coast of Asia Minor. The alleged causes
of this war, according to the Grecian legend, were the following:
Hel’ en, the most beautiful woman of her age, and daughter of Tyn'-
darus, king of Laceds’mon, was sought in marriage by all the
princes of Greece; when Tyn’ darus, perplexed with the difficulty of
choosing one without displeasing all the rest, being advised by the
sage Ulys’ ses, bound the suitors by an oath that they would approve
of the uninfluenced choice of Hel’ en, and would unite together to
defend her person and character, if ever any attempts were made to
carry her off from her husband. Meneldus became the choice of
Hel’ en, and soon after, on the death of Tyn’ darus, succeeded to the
vacant throne of Lacedse’ mon.?

24. After three years, Paris, son of Priam king of Troy, visited
the court of Menel4us, and taking advantage of the temporary ab-
sence of the latter, he corrupted the fidelity of Hel’ en, whom he
induced to flee with him to Troy. Menel4us, returning, prepared to
avenge the outrage. He assembled the princes of Greece, who,
combining their forces under the command of Agamem’ non, brother
of Menel4us, sailed with a great armament to Troy, and after asiege
of ten years finally took the city by stratagem, and razed it to the
ground. (1183 B. C.) Most of the inhabitants were slain or taken
prisoners, and the rest were forced to become exiles in distant
lands.

1. Homer, the greatest and earliest of the poets, often styled the fatker of poetry, was prob-
ably an Asiatic Greek, although seven Grecian cities contended for the honor of his birth. No
circumstances of his life are known with any certainty, except that he was a wandering poet,
and dlind. The principal works of Homer are the Iliad and the Od’'yssey,—the former of
which relates the circumstances of the Trojan war; and the latter, the history and wanderings
of Ulys’ ses after the fall of Troy.

2. Troy, the scene of the battles described in the Iliad, stood on 2 rising ground between the
small river Simois (now the Dumbrek) and the Scaman’ der, (now the Mendere,) on the coast
of Asia Minor, near the entrance to the IHel'lespont. New llium was aflerwards built on the
gpot now believed to be the site of the ancient city, about three miles from the sca. (Ses Map
No. I1I. and No. IV.) 5

3. Lacede’ mon, or Spar’ ta, the ancient capital of Lacénla, was situated in a plain of con
siderable extent, embracing the greater part of Laconia, bounded on the west by the mountain
chain of Taygétus, and on the east by the less elevated ridge of mount Thornax, between which
flows the Eurotas, on the east side of the town. Inearly times Spar’ ta was without walls, Ly-
cur’ gus having Inspired his countrymen with the idea, that the real defence of a town consisted
solely in the valor of its citizens ; but fortifications were erected after Sparta became subject
to despotic rulers, The remains or' Spar’ ta are about two miles nox h-east of the modern town
of Mistro, (See Map No. L)
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25. Such ig, in brief, the commonly-received accoant of the Tro-
jan war, stripped of the incredible but glowing fictions with which
the poetic geniug of Homer has adorned it. But although the
reality of some such war as this can hardly be questioned, yet. the
causes which led to it, the manner in which it was condueted, and its
issue, being gathered, even by Homer himself, only from traditional
legends, which served as the basis of other compositions besides
the Iliad, are involved in an obscurity which we cannot hope to
penetrate. The accounts of Hel’ en are various and contradictory,
and so connected with fabulous beings—with gods and goddesses—as
clearly to assign her to the department of mythology; while the
real events of the war, if such ever occurred, can hardly be separated
from the fictions with which they are interwoven.!

26. But although little confidence can be placed in the reality of
the persons and events mentioned in Homer’s poetic account of the
siege of Troy, yet there is one kind of truth from which the poet
can hardly have deviated, or his writings would not have been so ac-
ceptable as they appear to have been to his cotemporaries ;—and
that is, a faithful portraiture of the government, usages, religious no-
tions, institutions, manners, and general condition of Grecian society,
during the heroic age.»

1. Thus the most ancient account of Hel’en is, that she was a daughter of the god Jt-
piter, hatched from the egg of a swan; and Homer speaks of her in the Iliad as “begotten
of Japiter.” When only seven years of age, such were her personal attractions, that Théseus,
king of Athens, having become enamored of her, earried her off from a festival at which he
saw her dancing ; but her brothers recovered her by force of arms, and restored her to her
family., After her marriage with Menelaus, it is said that Jupiter, plotting a war for the pur-
pose of ridding the earth of a portion of its overstocked inhabitants, contrived that the beauty
* of Hel’ en should involve the Greeks and Trojans in hostilities. Ata banquet of the gods, Dis-
cord, by the direction of Jipiler, threw into the assembly a golden apple, on which was in-
scribed, “The apple for the Fair one,” (T xaAy 78 pndov,) or, as in Virgil, Pulcherrima me
habeto, “ Let the most beautiful bave me.” The goddesses Juno, Miner' va, and Venus, elaim-
ing it, Paris, the son of Priam, king of Troy, was made the arbiter. He awarded the prize to
Venus, who had ‘promised him the beautiful Hel en in marriage, if he would decide in her
favor. Venus (the goddess of love and beauty) caused Parls and Hel’ en to become mutually
enamored, and afterwards aided the Trojans in the war that followed. Homer represents the
heroes as performing prodlgies of valor, shielded and aided by the gods; and the gods them
selvés as mingling in the strife, and taking part with the combatants, The goddess Miner’ va
an unsuccessful competitor for the prize which Paris awarded to her rival Venus, planned the
stratagem of the wooden horse, which concealed within its side a band of Greeks, who, borne
with it into the city, were thus enabled to open the gates to their confederates without.

a. * Homer was regarded even by the ancients as of historical authority,”—¢* Truth was his
object in his accounts and descriptions, as far as it can be the object of a poet, and even in a
greater degree than was necessary, when he distinguishes the earlier and later times or ages. He
is the best souree of information respecting the beroic age.’— Heercn’s Politics of Gireece, p. 82,
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COTEMPORARY HISTORY

1. During the period of early Grecian history which we have
passed over in the present chapter, our knowledge of the cotempo-
rary history of other nations is exceedingly limited. Rome had not
yet a beginning :—all Europe, except the little Grecian peninsula,
was in the darkness of barbarism : in Central Western Asia we in-
deed suppose there existed, at this time, large cities, and the flour-
ishing empires of Assyria and Babylon; but from them we can
gather no reliable historic annals. In north-eastern Africa, indeed,
the Egyptian empire had already attained the meridian of its glory;
but of the chronological detail of Egyptian history during this pe-
riod we know comparatively nothing. 'What is known relates prin-
cipally to the conquests of the renowned Sesos’tris, an Egyptian
monarch, who, as nearly as can be ascertained, was cotemporary
with Oth”niel, the first judge of Israel, and with Cécrops, the sup-
posed founder of Athens, although some modern authors place his
reign a hundred years later.> Thismonarchis said to have achicved
many brilliant conquests as the lieutenant of his father. After he
came to the throne he made vast preparations for the conquest of the
world, and raised an army which is said to have numbered six hun:
dred thousand foot and twenty-four thousand horse, besides twenty-
seven thousand armed chariots. He conquered Lib’ ya' and Ethidpia,’
after which, entering Asia, he overran Arabia, subdued the Assyrians
and Medes, and even led his victorious hosts beyond the Ganges:®

1. Lib' ya is the name which the Greek and Roman poets gave to Africa. Ina more re-
stricted sense, however, the name was applied to that part of Afrive, bordering on the Mediter-
ranean, which lies between Egypt on the east and Tripoli on the west,—the mosi important
part of which territory is embra-ed in the present Barca.

2. Ancient Ethiépia comprised, principally, the present countries of Nubia and Abyssinia,
south of Egypt.

3. The GQanges, the sacred river of the Hindoos, flowing south-east through the north-

a. The era of the accession of Sesos’ tris, may be placed at 1565 B. C.; that of Oth’niel at
1564; and the supposed founding of Athens at 1558,—the latter two in accordance with Dr.
Hales. In Rollin the date for Se¢os’ tris is 14915 Hereen “about 1500” ; RusselP’s Egypt, 1308;
Mure, “between 1400 and 1410”; Gliddon’s Egypt, 1565; and Champolion Figeac (making
Sesos' iris the same as Ramses IV., at the head of the 19th dynasty), 1473. Eusebius, followed
by Usher and Playfair, supposes that Sesos’ tris was the immediate successor of the Pharaoh who
was drowned in the Red Sea; while Marsham, followed by Newton, attempts to identify him
with the Shishak of Scripture who invaded Judea—a difference, according to various systems
of chronology, of from 500 to 800 years. Mr. Bryant endeavors to prove that no such person
ever existed. -

Since the interpretation of the hieroglyphics, however, the principal ground of disputé on this
subject among the learned, appears to be, whether the Sesos’ iris so renowned. i history was
the same as Ramses III,, the fourteenth king of the 18th dynasty, or the same as Ramses IV, the
first king of the 19th d,m?ty, there Yeing a difference between the two of about a huadred years.
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he is also said to have passed over into Europe, and to have ravaged
the territories of the Thracians and the Seythians,” when scarcity of
provisions stopped the progress of his conquests. That the fame of
his deeds might long survive him, he erected columnsin the countries
through which he passed, on which was inscribed, ¢ Sesos’ tris, king
of kings, and lord of lords, subdued this country by the power of his
arms.” Some of these columns were still to be seen in Asia Minor
in the days of Herod’ otus. -

3. The deeds and triumphs of Sesos’tris are also wrought, in
sculpture and in painting, in numerous temples, and on the most
celebrated obelisks, from Ethiopia to Lower Egypt. At Ipsamboul,?
in Nubia, is a temple cut out of the solid rock, whose front or fa-
cade is supported by four colossal figures of exquisite workmanship,
each sixty feet high, all statues of Sesos’ tris, the faces of which bear
a perfect resemblance to the figures of the same king at Mem’ phis.
The walls of the temple are covered with numerous sculptures on his-
torical subjects, representing the conquests of this prince in Africa.
Among them are processions of the eonquered nations, carrying the
riches of their country and laying them at the feet of the conqueror;
and even the wild animals of the desert—antelopes, apes, giraffes,
and ostriches—are led in the triumphs of the Egyptians.

4. Were it not for the many similar monumental evidences of the
reign of this monarch, which have been recently discovered, corrobo-
rative of the deeds which profane authors attribute to him, we might
be disposed to regard Sesos’ tris as others have done, as no more than
a mythological personification of the Sun, the god of day, “the
giant that rejoiceth to run his course from one end of heaven to the
other.” But with such an amount of testimony bearing on the sub-
ject, we cannot doubt the existence of this mighty conqueror, al-
though probably his exploits have been greatly exaggerated by the
vanity of his chroniclers; and it is not improbable that the deeds
of several monarchs have been attributed to one. After the return
of Sesos’tris from his conquests, he is said to have employed his
time to the close of his reign, in encouraging the arts, erecting tem-

castern part of Hindostan, enters the Bay of Bengal, through a great number of mouths, near
Jaleutta.

1. Thrace, a large tract of country now embraced in Turkey in Europe, and bordering on the
Propontis, or sea of Marmora, extended from Macedonia and the /£’ gean Ses on the south-wost,
to the Euxine on the north-east. North of the Thracians, extending along the Euxine to the
river Danube, was the country of the Seythians.

2. Ipsamboul, so celobrated for its well-known excavated temples, is in the northern part of
Nubia, on the western benk of the Niie.

-
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ples to the gods, and improving the revenues ¢f his kingdom. After
his time we know little of the history of Egypt until the reign of
Pharaoh-Necho, in the beginning of the seventh century, who is re-
markable for his successes against Jerusalem.

5. At the period which we have assigned, somewhat arbitrarily,
for the commencement of Grecian history, 1856 years before the
Christian era, Joseph, the son of the patriarch Jacob, was governor
over Egypt; and his father’s family, by invitation of Pharaoh, had
settled in Goshen, on the eastern borders of the valley of the Nile.
This is supposed to have been about three centuries before the time
of Sesos’ tris.  On the death of Joseph, the circumstances of the de-
scendants of Jacob, who were now called Israelites, were greatly
changed. ¢ A king arose who knew not Joseph ;" and the children
of Israel became servants and bondsmen in the land of Egypt. Two
hundred years they were held in bondage, when the Lord, by his
servant Moses, brought® them forth out of Egypt with 2 mighty hand
and an outstretched arm, after-inflicting the most grievous plagues
upon their oppressors, and destroying the pursuing hosts of Pharaoh
in the Red Sea. (1648 B. C.)

6. Forty ycars the Israelites, numbering probably two millions
of souls,® wandered in the wilderness on the north-western confines
of Arabia,! supported by miraculous interposition; for the country
was then, as now, “ a land of deserts and of pits, a land of drouth
and of the shadow of death, a land that no man passed through, and
where no man dwelt ;’d ‘and after they had completed their wander-
ingg, and another generation had grown up since they had left Egypt,
they came to the river Jordan,? and passing through the bed of the

1. .Arabia is an extensive peninsula at the south-western extremily of Asia, lying immediately
east of the Red Sea. Itls mostly a rocky and desert country, inhabited by wandering tribes
of Arabs, the descendants of Ishmael. They still retain the character given to their ancestor.
The desert has continued to be the home of the Arab; he has been a man of war from his
youth ; “his hand against every man, and every man’s hand against him.” (Gen. xvi. 12.)

2. The river Jordan (See Map, No. VL) rises towards the northern part of Palestine, on the
western slope of Mount Hermon, and after a south course of about forty miles, opens into the
sea of Galilee near the ancient town of Bethsaida. After passing through this lake or sea,
which is about fifteen miles long and seven broad, and on and near which occurred so many
striking scenes in the history of Christ, it pursues a winding southerly course of about ninety
miles through a narrow valley, and then empties its waters into the Dead Sea. In this river-
valley was the dwelling of Lot, “who pitched his tents toward Sodom” (Gen. xiil. 11, 12) ; and

%1in the vale of Siddim, which is the salt sea,” occurred the battle of the “ four kings with five.”
(Gen. xv.) The Israelites passed the Jordan near Jericho (Josh, iii. 14-17) ; the prophets Elijah

a. Paraphrased by Josephus as meaning that the kingdom had passed to another dynasty.
b. 1648, B.C.

¢ They had 603,550 men, abovo 20 years of age, not reckoning Levites. Exlcs, xxxviil, 26.
d. Jeremiah, 1i. 6.
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stream, which rolled back its waters on their approach, entered the-
promised land of Palestine.’ The death of Moses had left the gov-
ernment.in the hands of Joshua.- And ¢ Israel served the Lord all
the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders that outlived
Joshua, and which had known all the works of the Lord that he had
done for his chosen people.”2

7. From the time of the death of Joshua to the election of Saul
as first king of Israel, which latter event occurred about seventy
years after the supposed siege of Troy, Israel was ruled by judges,
who were appointed through the agency of the priests and of the
divine oracle, in accordance with the theocratic form of government
established by Moses. After the death of Joshua, however, the Is-
raelites often apostatized to idolatry, for which they were punished
by being successively delivered into the hands of the surrounding na-
tions. First they were subdued by the king of Mesopotamia,b after
which the Lord raised up Oth’ niel to be their deliverer (1564 B. C.).
a second defection was punished by eighteen years of servitude to the
king of the Méabites,” from whom they were delivered by the enter-

and Elisha afterwards divided the waters to prove their divine mission (2 Kings, xi. 8) ; the
leper Naaman was commanded to wash in Jordan and be clean (2 Kings, tv. 10) ; and it is this
stream in which Jesus was baptized before he entered on his divine mission. (Matt. 1ii. 16, &c.)
The Dead Sea, into which the Jordan empties, is so called from the heaviness and consequent
stillness of its waters, which contain one-fourth part of their weight of salts, The country
around this lake is exceedingly dreary, and the soil Is destitute of vegetation. Sodom and Go-
morrah are supposed to have stood in the plain now occupied by the lake, and ruins of the
overthrown cities are said to have been seen on its western borders. (Map No. VL)

1. Palestine, a part of modern Syria, now embraced in Turkey in Asia, lies at the eastern
extremity of the Mediterranean Sea ; extending north and south along the coast about 200
miles, and having an extreme breadth of about 80 miles. Though in antiquity the northern
part of Palestine was the seat of the Phceniciang, a great commercial people, yet there are
now few good harbors on the coast, those of Tyre and Sidon, once so famous, being now for
the most part blocked up with sand. The country of Palestlne consists princlpally of rugged
hills and narrow valleys, although it has & few plains of considerable extent. There are many
streams falllng into the Mediterranean, the largest of which is the Orontes, at the north, but
none of them are navigable. The river Jordan, on the east, empties its waters into the As-
phaltic Lake, or Dead Sea, which latter, about 55 milesin length, and 20 in extreme width,
now fills the plain where once stood the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, North of the Dead
Sea is the Lake of Gennesareth, or Sea of Galilee, the theatre of some most remarkable mir-
acles, (Matthew vili.; Luke viii.; and Matthew xix. 25.) The principal mountains of Pales-
tine are those of Lebanon, running in ranges nearly parallel to the Mediterranean, and finally
connecting with mounts Horeb and Sinai, near tho Gulf of Suez. JervusarLex, the capilal
city of Palestine or the Holy Land, will be described in a subsequent article.(See p. 164, McCul
lock; articles Syria, Said, or Sidon, Dead Sea, Lebanon, &c.) (JMap No. VL)

2. The Moabites, 80 calied from Moab, the son of Lot (Gen. xix. 37), dwelt in the country on
the cast of the Dead Sea. (JMap No. VL)

2. Joshua, xxiv. 31,

b. Numbers, {il, 8. Some think that the country here referred to was in the vicinity of
Damascus, and not “beyond the Euphrates,” as Mesopotamia would im>ly. ¢Sece Cockayne’s
Civil Hist, of the Jews, 29-33.)
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prising valor of Ehud.> After his death the Israelites again did evil
in the sight of the Lord, and ¢ the Lord sold them into the hand of
Jabin king of Canaan,” under whose cruel yoke they groaned twenty
years, when the prophetess Deborah, and Barak her general, were
made the instruments of their liberation. The ‘Canaanites were
routed with great slaughter, and their leader Sisera slain by Jael, in
whose tent he had sought refuge.b

8. Afterwards, the children of Israel were delivered over a prey
to the Midianites and Amalckites,” wild tribes of the desert, who
“ came up with their cattle and their tents, as grasshoppers for mul-
titude.” But the prophet Gideon, chosen by the Lord to be the
liberator of his people, taking with him only three hundred men,
made a night attack on the camp of the enemy, upon whom such fear
fell that they slew each other; so that a hundred and twenty thou-
sand men were left dead on the field, and only fifteen thousand es-
caped by flight. In the height of their joy and gratitude, the peo-
ple would have made Gideon king, but he said to them, ¢ Not I, nor
my son, but JEnovan shall reign over you.”’

9. Again the idolatry of the Israelites became so gross, that the Lord
delivered them into the hands of the Philistines® and the Ammonites,*
from whom they were finally delivered by the valor of Jephthah.d
At a later period the Philistines oppressed Israel forty years, but the
people found an avenger in the prowess of Samson.e After the
death of Samson the aged Eli judged Israel, but the crimes of his
sons, Hophni and Phinehas, whom he had chosen to aid him in the
government, brought down the vengeance of the Lord, and thirty
thousand of the warriors of Israel were slain in battle by the Philis-

1. The Canaanites, so called from Canaan, one of the sons of Ham (Gen. x. 6-19), then dwelt
in the lowlands of the Galilee of the Gentiles, between the sea of Galilee and the Mediterranean,
Barak, descending from Mount Tabor (see Map), attacked Sisera on the banks of the river
Kishon, (Map No. VL)

2. The Midianites, so called from one of the sons of Abraham by Keturah, dwelt in western
Arabia, near the head of the Red Sea. The .Amalekites dwelt in the wilderness between the
Dead Sea and the Red Sea. (Map No.VI.)

3. The Philistines (see Map) dwelt on the south-western borders of Palestine, along the coast
of the Mediterranean, as far north as Mount Carmel, the commencement of the Pheenician

.territories, Their principal towns were Gaza, Gath, Ascalon, and Megiddo, for which see Map.
The Isrzelite tribes of Simeon, Dan, Ephraim, and Manasseh, bordered on their territories.
“The whole of the towns of the coast continued in the hands of the Philistines and Pheenicians,
and never perinanently fell under the dominion of Israel.”—Cockayne’s Hist. of the Jews, p.44.

4, The Ammonites (see Map) dwelt on the borders of the desert eastward of the Israelite
tribes that settled east of the Jordan.

a. Judges, iii. 15-30, b. Judges, iv. ¢. Judges, vi.; vii.; viil.
d, Judges, x. 73 xi. 33, e. Judges, xiii. 1; xiv.; xv.; xvis
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tines.* The prophet Samuel was divinely chosen as the successor of
Eli. (1152 B. C.) His administration was wise and prudent, but
in his old age the tyranny of his sons, whom he was obliged to em-
ploy as his deputies, induced the people to demand a king who
should rule over them like the kings of other nations. With reluct-
ance Samuel yielded to the popular request, and by divine guidance,
anointed Saul, of the tribe of Benjamin, king over IsraelP (1110
B.C)

10. 'We have thus briefly traced the civil history of the Israelites
down to the period of the establishment of a monarchy over them,
in the person of Saul, at a date, according to the chronology which
we have adopted, seventy-three years later than the supposed destrue-
tion of Troy. It is, however, the religious history, rather than the
civil annals, of the children of Abraham, that possesses the greatest
value and the deepest interest; but as our limits forbid our enter-
ing upon a subject so comprehensive as the former, and the one can-
not be wholly separated from the other without the greatest violence,
we refer the reader to the Bible for full and satisfactory details of
the civil and religious polity of the Jews, contenting ourselves with
having given merely such a skeleton of Jewish annals, in eonnection
with profane history, as may, serve to render the comparative chro-
nolagy of the whole easy of comprehension.

a. 1 8am. fv. 10, D.x T 4
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CHAPTER III.

THE UNCERTAIN PERIOD OF GRECIAN HISTORY:

EXTENDING FROM THE OLOSE OF THE TROJAN WAR TO THE FIRST WAR wrm PERSIA®
) 1183 10 490 B. C. = 693 YEARS.

ANALYSIS, 1. Introductory.—2 Consequences of the Trojan war.—3. THESSA’ LIAN CON-
quesT.—[Epirus. Pin’dus. Penéus.}—4. Beo’ TIAN CONQUEST,—~AL0’ LIAN MIGRATION. [Les’-
bos. 5 Doris.] ReTurn or Tne HeracLr px—6. Numbers and military character of the
Dorians,—Passage of the Corinthian Gulf.—[Corinthian Isthmus.—Corinthian Gulf.—Naupac'-
tus.]—7. Dorian conquest of the Peloponnésus, [Arcadia. Achaia.] Ionian and Dorian mi
grations,—8. Dorian invasion’ of At'tica.—[Athens. Delphos.] Sclfsacrifice of Cédrus,
Government of At'tica.—9. [Laconia.] Its government. Lycur’gus.—10. Travels of Lycur’
gus, [The Brahmins.] InstiTUTIONS OF Lycur’@us.—Il. Plutarch’s account—senate-
assemblies—division of lands.—12. Movable property. The currency.—13. Public tables.
Object of Spartan education, and aim of Lyecur’gus.—14, Disputes about Lycur'gus. His
supposed fate, [Delphos, Créte. and E’lis.]—15. The three classes of the Ionian population.
Treatment of the Hélots.—16, The provinclals. Their condition.—17. [Messénia. Ithéme.}
Firsr Messe’'N1aN war. Resulis of the war to the Messenians.—18. Its influence on the
Spartans. Skcoxp MEssE’ NIAN WAR. Aristom’ enes.—19. The Poet Tyrt@' us. [Corinth. Sie’-
yon.] Battle of the Pamisus, The ‘Arcédians. 20. Results of the war—21. Government of
Athens, DRra’ co.—22. Severity of his laws,—23, Anarchy. LEaIisLATioN oF SoLox. Solon’s
integrity.—24. Distresses of the people. Tho needy and the rich.—25. The policy of Solon,
. Debtors—lands of the poor—imprisonment. Classification of the citizens.—26. Disabilities
and privileges of the fourth class. General policy of Solon’s system.—27. The nine archons.
The Senate of Four Hundred.—28. Court of the Arcop’agus. Its powers, Institutions of
Solon compared with the Spartan code.—29. Parly feuds. Pisis’ tratus,—30. His usurpation
of power. Opposition to, and character of, his government.—31. The sons of Pisis’ tratus.
Conspiracy of Harmodius and Aristogiton.—32, ExpuLsioN oF THE PIsisTRaTIDS. Intrigues
of Hip’ pias. [Lyd’'ia. Per'sia.]—33. The Grecian eolonies conquered by Cree’ sus—by the
Persians, Application for aid.—~34. Tox’1c RevorT. Athens and Eubee’a ald the Ionians,
[Eubce’a. Sar'dis. Eph'esus.] Results of the Ionian war, [Milétus,] Designs of Darfus.

CoTEMPORARY HisTorRY—I. PrRENI c1anHisTory. 1. Geography of Pheenicia.—2, Early his-
“tory of Pheenfcia. Political condition. Colonies.~3. Supposed circumnavigation of Africa.—
4, Commercial relations, [T, JEwisa Historv—continuation of.—6. Accession of Saul to the
throne. Slaughter of theAm' monites, [Jabesh Gil'ead. Gil'gal.] War with the Philistines.~—7,
‘Wars with the surrounding nations, Saul’s disobedience.—8. David—his prowess. [Gath.]
Saul’s jealousy of David. David’sintegrity.—9. Death of Saul. [Mount Gil’boa.] Division of the
kingdom between David and Ish’ bosheth. [Hébron.] Union of the tribes.—10. Limited possess-
Ions of the Israelites. [Tyre. Sidon, Joppa. Jerusalem.] David takesJerusalem .—11, His other
conquests. [Syria. Damascus. Rabbah.] Siege. of Rabbah. Close of David’s reign.—I2.
Solomon, His wisdom—fame—commercial relations.—13. His impiety. Close of his reign.—
14, Revolt of the ten tribes. Their subsequent history.—15. Rehoboam’s reign over Judah.
Reign of Ahaz. Hezekiah. Signal overthrow of the Assyrians.—17. Corroboraied by pro-
fane history.—18. Account given by Herod’ otus.—19. Reigns of Manas’ seh, A’ mon, Josfah,
and Jehoahaz.—20. Reign of Jehoiakim—of Jechoniah.—21. Reign of Hezekiah. Destruc-
tlon of Jerusalem.—22. Captivity of the Jews.—23. Rebuilding of Jerusalem. IIL Ro-
MaX HisTorv.—24, Founding of Rome.—IV, Persiax HisTory.—25. Dissolution of the As-
syrian empire,—26, Establishment of the empire of the Medes and Babylonians. First and
\
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second captivity of the Jews.—27. Other conquests of Nebuchadnez'zar. His war with the
Pheenicians,—28, With the Egyptians. Fulfilment of Ezékiel’s prophecy.—~29. Impiety and
pride of Nebuchadnez'zar. His pnnishment.—30. Belshaz’ zar’s reign. Rise of the separate
kingdom of Média. Founding of the Persian empire.—31. Cyrus defeats Cree’ sus—subjugates
the Grecian colonies—conquers Babylon. Prophecies relating to Babylon.—32. Remainder of
the reign of Cyrus.—33. Reign of Camby’ses. [Jupiter Am’ mon.J—34. Accession of Darius
Hystas'pes. Revolt and destruction of Babylon.—35. Expedition against the Scythians.
[Scythia. River Don. Thrace.]—306. Other evenis in the history of Darius, His aims, policy,
and government.—37. Extent of the Persian empire.

1. Passve from the fabulous era of Grecian history, we enter
upon a period when the crude fictions of more than mortal heroes,
and demi-gods, begin to give place to the realities of human exist-
ence; but still the vague, disputed, and often contradictory annals
on which we are obliged to rely, shed only an uncertain light around
us; and even what we have gathered as the most reliable, in the
present chapter, perhaps cannot wholly be taken as undoubted his-
toric truth, especially in chronological details.

2. The immediate consequences of the Trojan war, as represented
by Greek historians, were scarcely less disastrous to the victors than
to the vanquished. The return of the Grecian heroes to their coun-
try is represented by Homer and other early writers to have been
full of tragical adventures, while their long absence had encouraged
usurpers to seize many of their thrones; and hence arose fierce wars
and intestine commotions, which greatly retarded the progress of
Grecian civilization.

3. Among these petty revolutions, however, no events of general
1. TeEssA’ Lax interest occurred until about sixty years after the fall of

CONQUEST.  Troy, when a people from Epirus,® passing over the
mountain chain of Pin’ dus,’ descended into the rich plains which lie
along the banks of the Penéus,” and finally conquered® the country, to

1. The country of Epirus, comprised in the present Turkish province of Albania, was at
the north-western extremity of Greece, lying along the coast of the Adriatic Sea, or Gulf of
Venice, and bounded on the north by Macedonia, and on the east by Macedonia and Thes'-
galy. Theinhabitants in early fimes were probably Pelas’ gic, but they cair hardly be consid-
ered ever to have belonged to the Hellénic race, or Grecians proper. Epirus is principally
distinguished in Roman history as the country of the celebrated Pyr’rhus (see p.149.) The
earliest oracle of Greece was that of Dodona in Epirus, but its exact locality is unknown.
There was another oracle of the same name in Thes’ saly. (Map No. L)

2. Pin’dus is the name of the mountain chain which separated Thes’ saly from Epirus
(Map No. L)

3. Penéus, the principal river of Thes’ saly, rises in the Pin’ dus mountalns, ‘and flowing in &
course generally east, passes through the vale of Tem'’ pe, and eir pties its waters into the Ther-
maic Gulf, now the gulf of Salonica, a branch of the A’ geaxr Sea, or Archipelago. (Map
No. L)

8. About 1224 B. C.
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which they gave the name of Thes’saly; driving away most of the
inhabitants, and reducing those who remained to the condition of
gerfs, or agricultural slaves.

4. The fugitives from Thes' saly, driven from their own country,
passed over into Boedtia, which they subdued after a long 1. p@o’ maw
struggle, imitating their own conquerors in the disposal coNQuUEsT-
of the inhabitants. The unsettled state of society occasioned by the
ThessAlian and Beebtian conquests was the cause of collecting to-
gether various bands of fugitives, who, being joined by adventurers
from Peloponnésus, passed over into Asia,® constituting the Félian
migration, so called from the race which took the prin- nr zo’ Lraw
cipal share in it. They established their settlements in MIGRATION.
the vicinity of the ruins-of Troy, and on the opposite island of Les’-
bos,* while on the main land they built many cities, which were com-
prised in twelve States, the whole of which formed the Ajlian Con-
federacy.

5. About twenty years after the Thessilian conquest, the Dérians,
a Hellénic tribe, whose country, Déris,* a mountainous region, was
on the south of Thes’ saly, being probably harassed by their northern
neighbors, and desirous of a settlement in a more fertile territory,
commenced a migration to the Peloponnésus, accompanied by por-
tions of other tribes, and led, as was asserted, by descendants of
Her' cules, who had formerly been driven into exile from the latter
country. - This important event in Greeian history is = =
called the Return of the Heraclide. The migrationof the  or 1o
Doérians was similar in its character to the return of the HERACL D2
Israelites to Palestine, as they took with them their wives and chil-
dren, prepared for whatever fortune should award them.

6. The Dérians could muster about twenty thousand fighting men,
and although they were greatly inferior in numbers to the inhabit-
ants of the countries which they conquered, their superior military
tactics appear generally to have insured them an easy victory in the

1. Les' bos, one of the most celebrated of the Grecian islands, now called Mytiléne, from its
principal city, lies on the coast of Asia Minor, north of the entrance to the Gulf of Smyrna.
Ancleuntly, Les’' bos contained nine flourishing cities, founded mostly by the Ablians. The
Les'bians were notorious for their dissolute manners, while at the same time they were
distinguished for intellectnal cultivation, and especially for poetry and music. (Map No. IIL)

2. Déris, a small mountainous country, extending only about forty miles in length, was
situated on the south of Thes’ saly, from which it was separated by the range of mount (E' ta.
The Dorians were the most power(ul of the Hellénic tribes. (Map No.1.)

#. About 1040 B, C,
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oben field. Twice, however, they were repelled in their attempts to
break through the Corinthian isthmus,® the key to Southern Greece,
when, warned by these misfortunes, they abandoned the guarded
isthmus, and crossing the Corinthian Gulf® from Naupac’ tus,® landed
safely on the north-western coast of the peninsula. (B. C. 1104).

7, The whole of Pcloponnésus, except the central and mountainous
district of Arcidia‘ and the coast province of Achiia,® was eventually
subdued, and apportioned among the conquerors,—all the old inhab-
itants who remained in the country being reduced to an inferior con-
dition, like that of the Saxon serfs of England at the time of the
Norman conquest. Some of the inhabitants of the southern part
of the peninsula, however, uniting under valiant leaders, conquered
the province of Achdia, and expelled its Iénian inhabitants, many
of whom, joined by various bands of fugitives, sought a retreat on the
western coast of Asia Minor, south of the Aélian cities, where, in

1. The Corinthian Isthmus,between the Corinthian Gulf (now Gulf of Lepan’to) on the
nerth-west, and the Saron’ ic Gulf (now Gulf of Athens, or /Egina) on the south-east, unites the
Peloponnésus {o the northern parts of Greece, or Greece Proper. The narrowest part of this
celebrated Isthmus is about six miles east from Corinth, where the distance across is about
five miles, The Isthmus is high and rocky, and many unsuccessful attempts have been made
1o unite the waters on each side by a canal. The Isthmus derived much of its early celebrity
from the Isthmian games celebrated there in honor of Pale’'mon and Nep’iune. Ruins of
the temple of Nep' tune have been discovered at the port of Schae’ nus, on the east side of the
Isthmus. (Map No. 1)

2. The Corinthian Gulf (now called the Gulf of Lepan’ to) is an eastern arm of the Adriatie,
or Gulf of Venice, and lics principally between the coast of ancient Phocis on tne north, and
of Achaia on the south. The eutrance to the gulf, between two ruined castles, the Roumé ia
on the north, and the Moréa on the south, is only about one mile across, Within, the waters
expand into a deep magnificent basin, stretching about seventy-eight miles to the south-east,
and being, where widest, about twenty miles across. Near the mouth of this gulf was fought,
in the year 1570, one of the greatest naval battles of modern times. (JMap No. L)

3. Naupac’ tus (now called Lepan'’to) stands on a hill on the coast of Loeris, about three and
a half miles from the ruined castl; of Roumeélia. It is said to have derived its name from the
circumstance of the Heraclideae baving there constructed the fleet in which they crossed over
to tho Peloponnésus. (Naus, a ship, and Pégo, or Pégnumi, to construct.) It was once a place
of considerable importance, but is now a ruinous town. (Map No. L)

4. Arcadia, the central country of the Peloponnésus, and, next to Lacénig, the largest of its
six provinces, is a mountainous region, somewhat similar fo Switzerland, having a length and
breadth of about forty miles each. The most fertile part of the country was towards the south,
where were several delightful plains, and numerous vineyards. The Alphéus is ihe principal
river of Arcadia. Tégea and Mantinéa were its principal cities. Its lakes are small, but
among them is the Stymphélus, of classic fame. The Arcadians, scarcely a genuine Greek
race, were a rude and pastoral people, decply attached to music, and possessing a strong love
of freedom. (Mep No. L) e

5. Achaia, the most northern country of the Peloponnésus, extended along tho Corinthian
Gulf, north of E'lis and Arcadia, It was a country of moderate fertility ; its coast was for the
most part level, containing no good harbors, and exposed to inundations; and ts streama
were of small size, many of them mere winter torrents, descending from the ridges of Arcadia.
Originally Achaia embraced the ferritory of Sie’ yon, on the east, but the latter was finally
wrested from it by the Dorians. The Ach@®'ans are principally celebrated for being the orige
inaiors of the celebrated Acheman league. (See p.107.) (Map No. 1.)
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process of time, twelve Iénian cities were built, the whole of which
were united in the I6nian Confederacy, while their new country re-
ceived the name of I6nia. At a later period, bands of the Dérians
themselves, not content with their conquest of the Peloponnésus,
thronged to Asia Minor, where they peopled several cities on the
coast of Céria, south of I6nia; so that the A’ gean Sea was finally
circled by Grecian settlements, and its islands covered by them.

8. About the year 1068, the Dérians, impelled, as some assert, by
a general scarcity, the natural effect of long-protracted wars, invaded
At’ tica, and encamped before the walls of Athens.! The chief of
the Dérian expedition, having consulted the oraele of Del’ phos,” was
told that the Dérians would be successful so long as Cddrus, the
Athenian king, was uninjured. The latter, being informed of the
answer of the oraele, resolved to sacrifice himself for the good of
his country; and going out of the gate, disguised in the garb of a
peasant, he provoked a quarrel with a Dérian soldier, and suffered
himself to be slain. On recognizing the body, the superstitious Dé-
rians, deeming the war hopeless, withdrew from At’tica; and the
Athenians, out of respect for the memory of Cédrus, declared that
no one was. worthy to succeed him, and abolished the form of roy-
alty altogether.> Magistrates called archons, however, differing little
from kings, were now appointed from the family of Cddrus for life;
after along period these were exchanged? for archons appointed for
ten years, until, lastly,c the yearly election of a senate of Archons
gave the final blow to royalty in Athens, and established an aristo-
cratical government of the nobility. These successive encroachments

1. Athens, one of the most famous cities of antiquity, is situated on the western side of the
At' tic peninsula, about five miles from the Szron’ic Gulf, now the Guilf of /Egina. Most of
the ancient city stood on the west side of a rocky eminence called the Acrop’ olis, surrounded
by an extensive plain, and, at the time when i had attained its greatest magnitude, was twenty
miles in circumference, and encompassed by a wall surmounted, at intervals, by strongly-for-
tifled towers. The small river Cephis’ sus, flowing south, on the west side of the eity, and the
river Ilis'sus, on the east, flowing south-west, inclosed it in a sort of peninsula; but both
streams lost themselves in the marshes south-west of the city, The waters of the Ilis’ sus were
mostly drawn off to irrigate the neighboring gardens, or to supply the artificial fountains of
Athens. (Map No. 1. See farther description, p. 564.)

2. Del' phos, or Del’ pki, a small-city of Phocis, situated on the southern declivity of Mount
Parnas’ sus, forty-five miles north-west from Cor' inth, and eight and a half miles from the nearest
point of the Corinthian Gulf, was the seat of the most remarkable oracle of the ancient world.
Above Del’ phi arose the two towering cliffs of Parnas' sus, while from the ehasm between
them flowed the waters of the Castalian spring, the source of poetical inspiration. Below lay
arugged mountain, past which flowed the rapid stream Plis’ tusj while on both sides of the
plain, where stood the little city, arose steep and almost inaccessi le precipices. (JMap No.L)

2. 1068 B. C, b. 7152 B. . ¢ 082B. 0.



P T« T - > W e —

48 ANCIENT HISTORY. [Paer L

on the royal prerogatives are almost the only events that fill the
meagre annals of Athens for several centuries.»

9. While these changes were occurring at Athens, Lacénia,* whose
capital was Sparta, although often engaged in tedious wars with the
Ar’ gives,? was gradually acquiring an ascendancy over the Doérian
states of the Peloponnésus. After the Heraclide had obtained pos-
session of the sovereignty, two descendants of that family reigned
jointly at Lacedae’ mon, but this divided ruleserved only to increase
the public confusion. Things remained, however, in this situation
until some time in the ninth century B. C., when Polydec’ tes, one
of the kings, died without children. The reins of government then
fell into the hands of his brother Lycur’ gus, but the latter soon re-
signed the crown to the posthumous son of Polydec’ tes, and, to
avoid the imputation of ambitious designs, went into voluntary exile,
although against the wishes of the best of his countrymen.

10. He is said to have visited many foreign lands, observing their
institutions and manners, and conversing with their sages—to have
studied the Cretan laws of Minos—to have been a disciple of the
Egyptian priests—and even to have gathered wisdom from the Brah-
mins® of India, employing his time in maturing a plan for remedying
the evils which afilicted his native country. On his return he ap-
plied himself to the business of framing a new constitution for Sparta,
after consulting the Delphic oracle, which assured him that « the
constitution he should establish would be the most excellent in the
world.” Having enlisted the aid of the most illustrious citizens,

v. wsrrrg- Who took up arms to support him, he procured the

TioNs oF  enactment of a code of laws, by which the form of

RN o government, the military discipline of the people, the
distribution of property, the education of the eitizens, and the rules

1. Lacénia, sitnated at the southern extremity of Greece, had Ar’ golis and Arcédia on the
north, Messénia on the west, and the sea on the south and east., Its extent was about fifly
miles from north to south, and from twenty to thirty from east to west. Its principal river was
the Eurotas, on the western bank of which was Sparta, the capital ; and its mountains were
the ranges of Par' non on the north and east, and of Tayg'etus on the west, which rendered
the fertile valley of the Eurotas, comprising the principal part of Laconia, exceedingly diffi-
cult of access. The two southern promontories of Laconia were Maiéa and Tendrium, now
called St. Angelo and Matapan. (Map No. L)

2. The Ar' gives proper were inhabitants of the state and city of Ar'gos; but the word Is
often applied by the poets to all the inhabitants of Greece. (Map No. I.)

3, The Brahmins were a class of Hindoo priests and philosophers, worshippers of the Indian
god Brama, the supposed creator of the world, They wero the only persons who understood
the Sanscrit, the ancient languago of Hindoostan, in which the sacred books of the Hindoos
were written.

. o. Thirwall, i. p. 175,
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of domestic life, were :to-be established on'a new and immutable
basis.

11. The account which Plutarch gives of these regulations asserts
that Lycur’ gus first established a senate of thirty members, chosen
for life, the two' kings -being of the number,.and that the former
shared the power of the latter. There were also to be assemblies of
the people, who were to have no right to propose any subject of de-
bate, but were only authorized to ratify or rejeet what might be
proposed to them by the senate and the kings. Liycur’gus next
made a new division of the lands, for here he found great inequality
existing, as there were many indigent persons who had no lands, and
the wealth was centred in the hands of a few.

12. In order farther to remove' inequalities among the citizensy
and, as far as possible, to place all on the same level, he next at-
tempted to divide the movable property ;. but as this measure met-
with great opposition, he had recourse to another method for accom-
plishing the same object. He stopped the currency of gold and sil-
ver coin, and permitted iron money only to be used; and, to a great’
quantity and weight of this he assigned but a small value, so that,
to remove one or two hundred dollars of this money would require
a yoke of oxen. This regulation put an end to many kinds of in-
justice, for “ Who,” says Plutarch, ¢ would steal or take a bribe;
who would defraud or rob, when he eould not conceal the booty,—
when he could neither be dignified by the possession of it, nor be
served by its use?” Unprofitable and superfluous arts were excluded,
trade with foreign States was abandoned ; and luxury, losing its
sources of support, died away of itself.

13. To promote sobricty, all the eitizens, and even the kings, ate
at public tables, and of the plainest fare ; each individual being ob-
liged to bring in, monthly, certain provisions for the common use.
This regulation was designed, moreover, to furnish a kind of school,
where the,young might be instructed by the conversation of their
elders. From his birth, every Spartan -belonged to the State;
sickly and deformed infants were destroyed, those only being thought
worthy to live who promised to become useful members of the com-
munity. The object of Spartan education was to render children
expert in manly exercises, hardy, and courageous; and the principal
aim of Liycur’ gus appears to have been to render the Spartans a na-
tion of warriors, although not of conquerors, for he dreaded the eft
feots of an extension of territory beyond the boundaries of Lacénia.

)
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14. Lycur’ gus left none of his laws in writing ; and some of the
regulations attributed to him were probably the results of subsequent
legislation. It is even a disputed point in whau age Lyeur’ gus
lived, some making him cotemporary with the Heraclidz, and others
dating bis era four hundred years later, after the close of the Messé-
nian wars; but the great mass of evidence fixes his legislation in -
the ninth century before the Christian era. It is said that after he
had completed his work, he set out on a journey, having previously
bound the Spartans by an oath to make no change in his laws until.
his return, and, that they might never be released from the obliga-
tion, he voluntarily banished himself forever from“his country,
and died in a foreign land. The place and manner of his death
are unknown, but Del’ phos, Créte, and E’lis} &ll claimed his
tomb.

15. There were three classes among the population of Lacénia :—
the Dérians of Sparta ; their serfs, the Hélots; and the people of
the provincial distriets.2 The former, properly called Spartans,
were the ruling caste, who neither employed themselves in agricul-
" ture nor commerce, nor practiced any mechanical art.> The Hélots
were slaves, who, as is generally believed, on account of their obsti-
nate resistance in some early wars, and subsequent conguest, had been
reduced to the most degrading servitude. They were always viewed
with suspicion by their masters, and although some were occasionally
emancipated, yet measures of the most atrocious violence were often
adopted to reduce the strength and break the spirits of the bravest
and most aspiring, who might threaten an insurrection.

16. The people of the provincial districts were a mixed race, com-
posed partly of strangers who had accompanied the Dérians, and
aided them in their conquest, and partly of the old inhabitants of
the country who had submitted to the conquerors. The provincials
were under the control of the Spartan government, in the adminis-
tration of which they had no share, and the lands which they held
were tributary to the State ; they formed an important part of the

L Del’'phos and Créte have been described. The summit of Mount I' da, in Créte, was
sacred to Jupiter. Here also Cyb’ele, the “mother of the gods,” was wc shipped. (The
Mount I'da mentioned by the poets was in the vicinity of ancient Troy.) E'lis was a district
of the Peloponnésus, lying west of Arcadia. At Olym' pia, situated on the river Alphéus, in
this district, the celebrated Olympic games were celebrated in honor of Juy Jer. E'lis, the
capital of the district, was situated on the river Penéus, thirty miles north-west from Olym’ pia.
-(Map No. 1)

a Thirwall, 1. 129. b. Rill’s Institations of Ancient Greecs, p. 158
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military force of the country, and, on the whole, had little to com-
plain of but the want of political independence. .

17. During a century or more after the time of Lycur’ gus, the
Spartans remained at peace with their neighbors, except a few petty
contests on the side of “Arcddia and Ar’gos. Jealousies, however,
arose, between the Spartans and their brethren of Messénia,' which,
stimulated by insults and injuries on both sides, gave rise to the first
Messénian war, 748 years before the Christian era. vr rirsr aes-
After a conflict of twenty years, the Messénians were SENIAN WaR.
obliged to abandon their principal fortress of Ithéme,* and to leave
their rich fields in the possession of the conquerors. A few of the
inhabitants withdrew into foreign lands, but the prineipal citizens
took refuge in Ar’ gos and Arcidia; while those who remained were
reduced to a condition little better than that of the Lacénian Hé-
lots, being obliged to pay to their masters one-half of the fruits of
the land which they were allowed to till.

18. The Messénian war exerted a great influence on the character
and subsequent history of the Spartans, as it gave a full development
to the warlike spirit which the institutions of Lycur’ gus were so
well calculated to encourage. The Spartans, stern and unyielding
in their exactions from the conquered, again drove the Messénians
to revolt (685 B. C.), thirty-nine years after the termi- [ oo
nation of the former war. The latter found a worthy aessénan
leader in Aristom’eunes, whose valor in the first battle ™ *™
struck fear into his enemies, and inspired his countrymen with con-
fidence. The Spartans, sending to the Delphic oracle for advice,
received the mortifying response, that they must seek a leader from
the Athenians, between whose ¢ountry and Laconia there had been
no intercourse for several centuries.

19. The Athenians, fearing to disobey the oracle, and reluctant
to further the cause of the Spartans, sent to the latter. the poet Tyr-
tee’ us, who had never been distinguished as a warrior. = His patriotic
odes, however, roused the spirit of the Spartans, who, obtaining Dé-
rian auxiliaries from Corinth, commenced the war anew. The

1. Messénia was a country west of Laconia, and at the south-western extremity of the
Peloponnésus. It was separated from E'lis on the north by the river Néda, and from Arcadia
end Laconia by mountain ranges. The Pamisus was its principal river. On the western coast
was the deep bay of Py’ lus, which has become celebrated in modern history under the name
of Navarine (see p.517)—the only perfectharbor of Southern Greece. (Map No. 1)

2. Ithéme was in Central- Messénia, on a high hill on the western side of the vale of the

Pamisus, (Map No. L) \
3. Cor' inth was situated near the fsthmus of the same name, between the Gulf of Lepan’ {o



52 ANGIENT HISTORY. [Pase L
Messénians, on the other hand, were aided by forces from Sie’yen?
and Ar’ gos, Arcadia and E’lis, and, in a great battle near the mouth
" of the Pamisus,” in Messénia, they completely routed their enemies.
In the third year of the war the Arcidian auxiliaries of the Messé-
nians, seduced by bribes, deserted them in the heat of battle, and
gave the victory to the Spartans.

-20. The war continued, with various success, seventeen years,
throughout the whole of which period Aristom’enes distinguished
himself by many noble exploits; but all his efforts to save his
country were ineffectual. A second time Sparta conquered (668),
and the yoke appeared to be fixed on Messénia forever. Thence-
forward the growing power and reputation of Sparta seemed des-
tined to undisputed preéminence, not only in the Peloponnésus, but
throughout all Greece.

21. At the period of the close of the second Messénian war,
Athens, as previously stated, was under the aristocratical govern-
ment of a senate of archons-magistrates chosen by the nobility from
their own order, who possessed all authority, religious, eivil, and
military. The Athenian populace not only enjoyed no political
rights, but was reduced to a condition but little above servitude;
and it appears to have been owing to the anarchy that arose from
ruinous extortions of the nobles on the one hand, and the resistance
TR, of the people on the other, that Dréco, the most eminent
of the nobility, was chosen to prepare the first written
code of laws for the government of the State. (622 B. C.)

on the north-west, and of /Egina on the south-east, two miles from the nearest point of the
former, and seven from the latter. The site of the town was at the north foot of a steep rock
called the Acrop’ olis of Cor' inth, 1,336 feet in height, the summit of which is now, as in an-
tiquity, occupied as a fortress, This eminence may be distinctly eeen from Athens, from which
At Is distant no less than forty-four miies in a direct line. Cor'inth was a large and populous
city when St. Paul preached the Gospel there for a year and six months. (Acts, xviii. 1)
The present town, though of considerable extent, is thinly peopled. The only Grecian ruln
now to be seen there is a dilapidated Doric temple. (Map No. L)

« Where is thy grandeur Corinth ? Shrunk from sight,
Thy anclent treasures, and thy rampart’s height,
Thy god-like fanes and palaces! Oh, where
Thy mighty myriads and majestic fairl
TRelentiess war has poured around thy wall,
And hardly spared the traces of thy fall I”

1, Sic’ yon, once a great and flourishing city, was situated near the Gulf of Lepan’ to, about
ten iniies north-west from Cor’ inth, It boasted a high antiquity, and by some was considered
older than Ar'gos. The ruins of the ancient town are still to be scen near the small modern
village of Basilico. (Map No. I.)

.2 The Pamisus (pow called the Pimatis) was the principal river of Messénia. (Map No L)
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22. The severity of his laws has made his name proverbial. Their
character was thought to be happily expressed, when one said of them
that they were written, not in ink, but in blood. He attached the
same penalty to petty thefts as to sacrilege and murder, saying that
the former offences deserved death, and he had no greater punishment
for the latter. It is thought that the nobles suggested the severity
of the laws of Draco, thinking they would beé a convenient instru-
ment of ‘oppression in their hands; but human nature revolted
against such legalized butchery, and the system of Drdco soon fell
into disuse.

23. The commonwealth was finally reduced to complete anarchy,
without law, or order, or system in the administration of justice,
when Solon, who was descended from the line of Cédrus, was raised
to the office of first magistrate (594 B. C.), and, by the consent of'all
parties, was chosen as a general arbiter of their differ- ..
ences, and invested with full authority to frame a new  miox or
constitution and a new code of laws. 'The almost unlim- = ®°*™
ited power conferred upon Solon might ‘easily have been perverted
to dangerous purposes, and many advxsed him to make himself ab-
solute master of the State, and at once quell the numerous factions
by the exercise of royal authority. And, indeed, such a usurpation
would probably have been acquiesced in with but little opposition,
as offering, for a time at least, a refuge ‘from evils that had already
become too intolerable to be borne. But the stern integrity of Solon
was proof against all temptations to swerve from the path of honor,
and betray the sacred trust reposed in him. .

24. The grievous exactions of the ruling orders had already re-
duced the laboring classes, generally, to poverty and abject depend-
ence : all whom bad times or casual disasters had compelled to bor-
row, had been impoverished by the high rates of interest; and
thousands of insolvent debtors had been sold into slavery, to satisfy the
demands of relentless creditors. In this situation of affairs the most
violent or needy demanded a new distribution of property, as kad been
done in Sparta ; while the rich would have held on to all the fruits
of their extortion and tyranny.

25. But Solon, pursuing a middle course between these extremes,
relieved the debtor by reducing the rate of interest, and enhancing
the value of the currency, so that three silver minae paid an indebt-
edness of four : he also relieved the lands of the poor from all in-
cumbrances ; he abolished imprisonment for debt; he restored to
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liberty those whom poverty had placed in bondage ; and he repealed
all the laws of Dréco, except those against murder. He next ar-
ranged all the citizens in four classes, according to their landed
property ; the first class alone being eligible to the highest civil
offices and the highest commands in the army, while only a few of
the lower offices were open to the second and third classes. The
latter classes, however, were partially relieved from taxation; butin
war they were required to equip themselves for military service, the
one as cavalry, and the other as heavy armed infantry.

26. Individuals of the fourth class were excluded from all offices,
but in return they were wholly exempt from taxation; and yet they
had a share in the government, for they were permitted to take part
in the popular assemblies, which had the right of confirming or reject-
ing new laws, and of electing the magistrates; and here their votes
counted the same as those of the wealthiest of the nobles. In war
they  served only as light troops, or manned the fleets. Thus the
system of Solon, being based - primarily on property qualifications,
provided for all the freemen ; and its aim was to bestow upon the
commonalty such a share in the government as would enable it to
protect itself, and to give to the wealthy what was necessary for re-
taining their dignity ;—throwing the burdens of government on the
latter, and not excluding the former from its benefits.

27. Solon retained the magistracy of the nine archons, but with
abtidged powers; and, as a guard against democratical extravagance
on the one hand, and a check to undue assumptions of power on
the other, he instituted a Senate of Four Hundred, and founded or
remodelled the court of the Areop’agus. The Senate consisted of
members selected by lot from the first three classes; but none could
be appointed to this honor until they had undergone a strict ex-
amination into their past lives, characters, and qualifications. The
Senate was to be consulted by the archons in all important mat-
ters, and was to prepare all new laws and regulations, which were
to be submitted to the votes of the assembly of the people.

28. The court of the Areop’agus, which held its sittings on an
eminence on the western side of the Athenian Acrop’ olis, was com-
posed of persons who had held the office of archon, and was the
supreme tribunal in all capital cases. It exercised, also, a general
saperintendence over education, morals, and religion; and it could
suspend a resolution of the public assembly which it deemed fraught
with folly or injustice, until it had undergone a reconsideration.
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Such is a brief outline of the institutions of Solon, which exhibit a
mingling of aristocracy and democracy, well adapted to the char-
acter of the age, and the circumstances of the people. They exhibit
less control over the pursuits and domestic habits of individuals than
the Spartan code, but at the same time they show 2 far greater re:
gard for the public morals.

29. The legislation of Solon was not followed by the total extine-
tion of party spirit, and ere long the three prominent factions in the
State renewed their ancient feuds. Pisis’ tratus, a wealthy kinsman
.of Solon, who had supported the measures of the latter by his elo-
quence and military talents, had the art to gain the favor of the
populace, and constitute himself their leader. When his schemes
were ripe for execution, he one. day drove into the public square,
his mules and himself disfigured with recent wounds inflicted by his
own hands, but which he induced the multitude to believe had been
received from a band of assassins, whom his enemies, the nobility,
had hired to murder the friend of the people. An assembly was
immediately convoked by his partizans, and the indignant crowd
voted him a guard of fifty citizens to protcct his person, although
warned by Solon of the pernicious consequences of such a measure.

30. Pisis’ tratus took advantage of the popular favor which he had
gained, and, arming’a larger body, seized the Acrop’ olis, and made
himself master of Athens. But the usurper, satisfied with the power
of quietly directing the administration of government, made no
changes in the constitution, and suffered the laws to take their or-
dinary course. The government of Pisis’ tratus was probably a less
evil than would have resulted from the sucecess of either of the other
factions ; and in this light Solon appears to have viewed it, although
be did not hesitate to denounce the usurpation; and, rejecting the
usurper’s offers of favor, it is said that he went into voluntary exile,
and died at Sal’amis.* (559 B. C.) Twice was Pisis’ tratus driven
from Athens by a coalition of the opposing factions ; but as the latter
were almost constantly at variance with each other, he finally returned
at the head of an army, and regained the sovereignty, which he held
until his death. Although he tightened the reins of government, yet
he ruled with equity and mildness, courting popularity by a generous
treatment of the poorer citizens, and gratifying the national pride
by adorning Athens with many useful and maguificent works.

1. Sal’ amis is an island in the Gulfof AEgina, near the coast of At’ tica, and twelve or fifteen
miles south-weat from Athens, (See Map No. I.)
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:31.. On the death of Pisis’ tratus (528 B. C.), his sons Hip’ pias,
Hippar’ chus, and Thes’ salus succeeded to his power, and for some
years trod in his steps and prosecuted his plans, only taking care to
fill the most important offices with their friends, and keeping a stand-
ing force of foreign mercenaries to secure themselves from hostile
factions and popular outhreaks. After a joint reign: of fourteen
years a conspiracy was planned to free At’tica from their rule, at
the head of which were two young Athenians, Harmédius and Aris-
togeiton, whose personal resentment kad been provoked by an atro-
cious insult to the family of the former. Hippar’ chus was killed,
but the two young Atheniang also lost their lives in the struggle.

32. Hip' pias, the elder of the ruling brothers, now that he had
injuries to avenge, became a cruel tyrant; and thus alienated the af-
fections of the people. The latter finally obtained aid from the
« pxporsroy Spartars, and the family of the Pisistratids was driven

orrue  from Athens, never to regain its former ascendency; al-
FPISISIRATIDS: though but a few years after its expulsion, Sparta, re-
penting the course she had taken, made an ineffectual effort to restore
Hip' pias to the throne of which she had aided in depriving him.
Hip' pias then fled to the court of Artapines, governor of Lyd’ia}
then a part of the Persian dominions of Darfus, where his intrigues
greatly contributed to the opening of a war between Greece and
Persia.? :

33. Nearly half a century before this time; Creo’sus,’ king of
Lyd’ia, had conquered the Grecian colonies on the coast of Asia
Minor ; but he ruled them with great mildness, leaving them their
political institutions undisturbed, and requiring of them little more
than the payment of a moderate tribute. A few years later they
experienced a change of masters, and, together with Lyd’ ia, fell, by
conquest, under the dominion of the Persians. But they were still
allowed to retain their own form of government by paying tribute to
their conquerors; yet they seized every opportunity to deliver them.’

1. Lyd' <a was a cotntry on the coast of Asta Minor, having Mys'ia on the north, Phryg'ia
on the east, and Céria on the south. The Grecian colony of Ionia was embraced within Lyd'ia
2nd the northern part of Caria, extending along the coast. (Map No. IV.)

2. Modern Persiu, a large ‘country of Central Asia, extends from the Caspian Sea on the
aorih, to the Persian Gulf on the south, having Asiatic Turkey on the west, and the provinces
of Affighanistan and Beloochistan on the east. I'or the greatest extent of the Persian empires
which was during the reign of Darius Hystas' pes, see the Map No. V.

3. Ore’ sus, the last king of Lyd'ia, was famed for his riches and munificence. Herod' otus
(1. 30-33, and 36, &c.) and Plutarch (life of Solon) give a very interesting account of the visi«

of the. Athenian Solon fo the ecourt of that prince, who greatly prided himself on his riches,
and vainly thought hinself the happiest of mankind..
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selves from this species of thraldom, and finally the Iénians sought
the aid of their Greeian countrymen, making application, first to
Sparta, but in vain, and next (B. C.500) to Athens, and the Grecian
islands of the A’ gean Sea.

34. The Athenians, irritated at this time by a haughty demand
of the Persian monarch, that they should restore Hip’ pias to the
throne, and regarding Darfus as an avowed enemy, gladly took part
with the I6nians, and, in connection with Euboe’a,! fur- x1. roxto
nished their Asiatic countrymen with a fleet of twenty- BEVOLT.
five sail. The allied Grecians were at first successful, ravaging
Lyd'’ ia, and burning Sar’ dis,® its capital ; but in the end they were
defeated near Eph’ esus;® the commanders quarrelled with each other ;
and the Athenians sailed home, leaving the Asiatic Greeks divided
among themselves, to contend alone against the whole power of Per-
sia.  Still the Inian war was protracted six years, when it was ter-
minated by the storming of Milétus,* (B. C. 494,) the capital of -the
Iénian confederacy. The surviving inhabitants: of this beautiful

1. Eube' a, (now called Neg’ ropont’,) a long, narrow, and irrcgular island of the Z'gean
Sea, (now Grecian Archipel’ ago,) extended one hundred and ten miles along the eastern coast
of Beeotia and At tica, from which it was separated by the chanriel of Euripus, which, at one
place, was only forty yards across. The chief town of the island was Chal’ cis, (now Neg' ro~
pont’,) on the western coast. (JMep No. L)

2. Sar’ dis, the ancient capital of Lyd’ia, was sitnated on both sides of the river Pactolus, a
southern brangh of the Her' mus, seventy miles- east from Smyr’'na. In the amnals of Chris-
tianity, Sar’ dis is distinguished-as having been one of the seven churches of Asia. A mis~
erable village, called Sart, is now found on the site of this ancient city.  (Map No. IV.)

3. Eph’ esus, one of the Ionjan cities, was situated on the south side, and near the mouth’
of the small river Cays'ter, on the coast of Lyd’ ia, thirty-eight miles south from Smyr’na.
Here stood a noble temple, erected in honor of the goddess Diana; but an obscure individ-
ual, of the name of Heros' tratus, burned it, in order to perpetuate his memory by the infamous
notortety which such an act would give him! The grand council of I6nia endeavored to dis-
appoint the incendiary by passing a decree that his name should not be mentioned, but it was
divuiged by the historlan Theopom’pus. A new temple was subsequently built, far sarpassing
the first, and ranked among the seven wonders of the world. When St. Paul visited Eph’esus,,
still the cry was, “ Great is Diana of the Ephésians” (Acts, xix. 28, 34) ; but the worship of the
goddess was doomed speedily to decline, and here St. Paul founded the principal of the Asiatic
churches. But war, the ravages of earthquakes, and the desolating hand of time, have com-
pleted the ruin of this once famous city. ¢ The glorious pomp of its heathen worship is no
longer remembered 5 and Christianity, which was there nursed by apostles, and fostered by
general councils, until it increased to fulness of stature, barely lingers on in an existence
hardly visible.” (Map No. IV.)

4. JMilétus, the most distinguished of the Ionian citfes of Asia Minor, and once greatly cele-
brated for its population, wealth, commerce, and civilization, was situatéd in the province of
Céria, on the southern shore of the bay into which the small river Lat’' mus emptied, and about
thirty-five miles south from Eph’ esus, St. Paul appears to have sojourned here a few days;
and here he assembled the elders of the Ephésian church, and delivered unto them an affecs
tionate farewell address. (Acts, xX. 15, 38,) Milétus is now a deserted place, but contains the

ruins of a few once magnificent structures, and still jears the name of Palat, or the Palaces.
(Maz No. IVY
o®
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and opulent city were carried away by order of Darfus, and settled
near the mouth of the Tigris. Darius next turned his resentment
against the Athenians and Eubee’ ans, who had aided the Iénian
revolt,—meditating, however, nothing less than the conquest of all
Greece (B. C. 490). The events of the ¢ Persian War” which fol-
lowed, will next be narrated, after we shall have given some general
views of cotemporary history, during the period whieh we have passed
over in the preceding part of the present chapter.

COTEMPORARY HISTORY : 1184 to 490 B. C. |

[I. Pu@nician History.]—1. The name Pheenicia was applied to
the north-western part of Palestine and part of the coast of Syria,
embracing the country from Mount Carmel, north, along the coast,
to the city and island Arddus,—an extent of about a hundred and
fifty miles. The mountain ranges of Lib’anus and Anti-Lib" anus
formed the utmost extent of the Pheenician territory on the east.
The surface of the country was in general sandy and hilly, and poorly
adapted to agriculture; but the coast abounded in good harbors,
and the fisheries were excellent, while the mountain ranges in the
interior afforded, in their cedar forests, a rich supply of timber for
naval and other purposes. ;

2. At a remote period the Phoonicians, who are supposed to have
been of the race of the Canaanites,* were a commercial people, but
the loss of the Phoenieian annals renders it difficult to investigate
their early history. Their principal towns were probably indepen-
dent States, with small adjacent territories, like the little Grecian
republics; and no political union appears to have existed among
them, except that arising from a common religious worship, until
* the time of the Persians, The Phenicians occupied Sicily before
the Greeks; they made themselves masters of Cy’prus, and they
formed settlements on the northern coast of Africa; but the chief
seat of their early colonial establishments was the southern part of
Spain, whence theyare said to have extended their voyages to Brit-
ain, and even to the coasts of the Baltic.

3. It is also related by Herod’ otus, (B. IV.42,) that at an epoch
which is believed to correspond to the year 604 before the Chris-
tian era, a fleet fitted out by Pharaoh Necho, king of Egypt, but
manned and commanded by Pheenicians, departed from a port on

8. Niebuhr’s Lect. on Ancient Hist. i. 113.
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the Red Sea, and’ sailing south, and keeping always to the right,
doubled the southern promontory of Africa, and, after a voyage of
three years returned to Egypt by the way of the straits of Gibral-
tar and the Mediterrancan. Herod’ otus farther mentions that the
navigators asserted that, in sailing round Africa, they had the sun.
on their right hand, or to the north, a circumstance which, Herod’-
otus says, to him secemed incredible, but which we know must have
been the case if the voyage was actually performed, because southern
Africa lies south of the equatorial region. Thus was Africa prob-
ably circumnavigated by the Pheenicians, more than two- thousand
years before the Portuguese voyage of De Gama.

4. The Pheenicians of Tyre and Sidon had friendly connections
with the Hebrews; and through the Red Sea, and by the way of
the Arabian desert, and across the wilderness of Syria, they for a
long time carried on the commercial exchanges between Europe
and Asia. From the time of the great commotions in Western
Asia, which caused the downfall of so many independent States, and
their subjection to the monarchs of Babylon and Persia, the com-
mercial prosperity of the Pheenicians began to decline; but it was
the founding of Alexandria by the Macedonian conqueror, which
proved the final ruin of the Pheenician cities.

[1I. Jewisu History.]—5. The history of the Jews, which has
been brought down to the accession of Saul as king of Israel, pre-
sents to the historian a fairer field than that of the Pheenicians,
and is now to be continued down to the return of the Jews from
their Babylonian captivity, and the completion of the rebuilding of
the second temple of Jerusalem.

6. Saul, soon after hig accession to the throne, (B. C. 1110,)
which was about the time of the Dérian emigration, or the “ Return
of the Heraclidee”” to the Peloponnésus, gave proof of his military
qualifications by a signal slaughter of the Ammonites, who had laid
siege to Jébesh-Gil’ead.' In a solemn assembly of the tribes at
Gil’ g1, the people fenewed their allegiance to their new sovereign,
and there Samuel resigned his office. During a war with the Phil-
istines soon after, Saul ventured to ask counsel of the Lord, and
assuming the sacerdotal functions, he offered the solemn sacrifice,

1. Jabesh-Gil’ ead was a town on the east side of the Jordan, in Gil’ ¢éad. (Map No. V1.)
2. The Gil' gal here mentioned appears to have been a short distance wutﬂ'nrrﬂnred
of Shechem, néar the country of the Philistines. (Map No. VL)
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a duty which the sacred law assigned to the high-priest alone. For
this violation of the law the divine displeasure was denounced against
him by the prophet Samuel, who declared to him that his kingdom
should not continue ; and so disheartened were the people, that the
army of Saul soon dwindled away to six hundred men; but by the
daring valor of Jonathan, his son, a panic was spread among the
Philistines, and their whole army was easily overthrown. = .

7. During several years after this victory, Saul carried on a sue-
cessful warfare against the different nations that harassed the fron-
tiers of his kingdom ; but when Agag, the king of the Amalekites,
had fallen into his hands, in violation of the divine command he
spared his life, and brought away from the vanquished enemy a
vaste booty of cattle. For not fulfilling his commission from the
Lord, he was declared unfit to be the founder of a race of kings, and
was told that the sovereign power should be transferred to another
family. ;

8. David, of the tribe of Benjamin, then a mere’ youth, was di-
vinely chosen for the suceession, being secretly anointed for that
purpose by Samuel. In the next war with the Philistines he dis-
tinguished himself by slaying their champion, the gigantic Goliath
of Gath.! Saul, however, looked upon David with a jealousy bor-
dering on madness, and made frequent attempts to take his life;
but the latter sought safety in exile, and for a while took up his
residence in a Philistine city. Returning to Palestine, he sought
refuge from the anger of Saul in the dens and caves .of the moun-
tains ; and twice, while Saul was pursuing him; had it in his power
to destroy his persecutor, but he would not ¢lift his hand against
the Lord’s anointed.”

.. 9. After the death of Samuel, the favor of the Lord was wholly
withdrawn from Saul ; and when the Philistines invaded the country
with & numerous army, several of the sons of Saul were slain in
battle on Mount Gil’ boa,” and Saul himself, to avoid falling alive
into the: hands of his enemies, fell upon his own sword. On the
death of Saul, David repaired to Hébron,” and, with the support of
the tribe of Judah, asserted his title to the throne; but the north-
ern tribes attached themselves to Ishbosheth, a son of Saul ;—¢and

1. Gath, o town of the Phillstines, was about twenty-five miles west from Jerusalem. (Map
N‘;.‘.Inlliumw boa isin the southern part of Galilee, a short distance west of the Jordan

(Map No. VL) .
@, Hibron, a town of JM was qbo\.}t twenty miles pu@h’ of Jerusalem. (Map No, VL)
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there was long war between the house of Saul and the house of
David; but David waxed stronger and strongersand the house of
Saul wazed weaker and weaker.” The death of Ishbosheth, who
fell by the hands of two of his own guards, removed the obstacles
in the way of a union of the tribes, and at Hebron David was pub-
liely recognized king of all Israel.

10. After all the conquests which the Israelites had made in the
land of promise, there still remained large portions of Palestine of
which they had not yet gained possession. On the south-west were
the strongholds and cities of the Philistines ; and bordering on the
north-western coast was the country of the Pheenicians, whose twe
chief cities were Tyre' and Sidon.* Joppa® was the only Mediter-
ranean port open to the Israelites. Even in the very heart of Pal-
estine, the. Jeb' usites, supposed to have been a tribe of the wan.
dering Hyk’ sos, possessed the stronghold of Jébus, or Jerusalem,*
on Mount Zion, after David had become king of # all Israel,” But

1. Tyre, long the prineipal city of Pheenicia, and the commercial emporium of the ancient
world, stood on a small island on the south-eastern or Palestine coast of the Mediterranean,
about forty miles north-east from Mount Carmel. The modern town of Sur, (Soor,) with fifteen
hundred inhabitants, occupies 2 site opposite the ancient city. The prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah,
and Ezckiel, represent Tyre as a city of unrivalled wealth, *“a mart of nations,” whose “ mer-
chants were princes, and her traffickers the honorable of the earth.,” (Isalah, xxiil, 3, 8.)
After the destruction of the old city by Nebuchadnezzar, New Tyre enjoyed a considerable de-
gree of celebrity and commercial prosperity ; but the founding of Alexandria, by diverting the
commerce that had formerly centred at Tyre into a new channel, gave her an irreparable blow,
and she gradually declined, till, in the language of prophecy, her palaces have been levelled
with the dust, and she has become “ a place for the spreadiug of nets in the midst of the sea.”
(Ezek. xxvi. 5)) The prophet Ezekiel has described, in magnificent terms, the glory and the
riches of Tyre. (See Ezek. xxvii.) (Map No. VL)

2. Sidon, (now called Said,) was sitnated near the sca, iwenty-two miles north of Tyre, of
which it was the parent city, and by which it was early eclipsed in commercial, importance,
The modern town contains four or five thousand inhabitants. The site of the ancient city is
supposed to have been about two miles farther inland. Sidon is twice spoken of in Joshua
a8 the “ great Sidon” (Josh. xi. 8, and xix. 28) ; and in the time of Homer there were * skillful
Sidonian artists” (Cowper’s Il xxiii. 801). In the division of Palestine, Sidon fell to the lot of
Asher ; but we learn from Judges, (1. 31,) corroborated also by profane history, that it never
<ame Into the actual possession of that tribe. In the time of Solomen there were none among
the Jews who had “skill to hew timber like unto the Sidonians.” (1 Kings, v.6.) The mod-
ern town of Said, the representative of the ancient city, is on the north slde of a cape extending
into the Mediterranean. (Map No. VL) :

* 3, Jop’ pa, (now called Jaffit, a town of about four thousand inhabitants,) stands on a tongue
6f land projecting into the Mediterranean, and rising from the shore in the form of an am-

hxthcatre, thirty-two miles north-west from Jerusalem. The “border before Joppa” was in-
"luded in the possessions of the tribe of Dan (Josh. xix. 46). In the time of Solomon it ap-
pears 1o have been a port of some consequence. Iliram, king of Tyre, writing to Solomon,
gays, “We will cut wood out of Lebanon a3 much as thou shalt need ; and we will bring it
theé in floats by sea to Jop’ pa, and thou shalt carry it up to Jerusalem.” (Map No. VI.)

4 Jerusaleni, first known as the city of the Jeb'usites, 13 in the southern part of Palestine,
nearly intermediateé between tl.e northern éxtremity of the Deatl Sea and the Maditoman,
aad thirty-two miles east from Jaf fa. (See farther deseription p. 164}
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David, kaving resolved upon the conquest of this important city,
which its inhabitamts deemed impregnable, sent Joab, his general,
against it, with a mighty army; ¢ and David took the stronghold of
Zion;” and so pleased was he with its situation, that he made it the
capltal of his dominions.

11. After the defeat of the J eb’ usites, David was involved in war
with many .of tke surrcunding nations, whom he compelled to be-
tome tributary to him, as far as the banks of the Euphrites.
Among these were most of the States of Syr’ia,* on the north-east,
with Damas’ cus,” their capital, and also the E’ domites, on the south-
eastern borders of Palestine. It was in the last of these wars; dur:
ing the siege of Rab’bah,® the Ammonite capital, that David pro-
voked the anger of the Lerd by taking Bath’sheba, the wife of
Uriah, to himself, and exposing her husband to death.  The re-
mainder of David’s life was full of trouble from his children, three
of whom, Amnon, Absalom, and Adon{jah, died violent deaths—the
latter two after they had successively rebelled against their father.
David died after a troubled but glorious reign of forty years, after
having given orders that his son Sclomon should succeed him.

i2. By the conquests of David the fame of the Israelites had
spread into distant lands, and Solomon obtained in marriage the
daughter of the king of Egypt. So celebrated was the wisdom of
Solomon, that the queen of Sheba? came to visit him from a dis

1, Ancient Syr' ia embraced the whole of Palestine and Pheenicia, and was bounded on the
east by the Euphrates and the Arabian desert. Sy ia is called in Scripture .iram, and the
inhabitants Aramaans. The ferm Syr'ia is a corruption or abridgment of Assyria, (Map
No. V.

2. Damas’ cus, one of the most ancient cities of Syr'ia, existed in the time of Abraham,
two thousand years before the Christian era. (See Gen. xiv. 15.) It was conguered by David,
but freed 1tself from the Jewish yoke in the time of Solomon, when, becoming the seat of a
new principality, it often harassed the kingdoms both of Judah and Israel. At later periods

#it fell successively under the power of the Persians, Greeks, and Romans. As a Roman eity it
atlained great eminence, and it appears conspicuously in the history of the Apostle Paul. (Acts,
ix)) 1i is now a large and important commercial Mohammedan clty, contalning a population
of more than a hundred thousand inbabitants, The city is situated in a pleasant plain, watered
by a river, the Syriac name of which was Pharphar, on the eastern side of the Anti-Lib’ anus
mountains, a hundred and fifty miles north-east from Jerusalem. (Map No. VL)

3. Rabbah, (afterwards called Philadelphia by the Greeks, when it was rebuilt by Ptolemy
Philadelphus,) was about thirty miles north-cast from the northern extremity of the Dead Sea,
at the source of the brook Jabbok. Extensive ruins, at a place now called .Ammon, consisting
of the remains of theatres, temples, and colonnades of Grecian construction, mark the site of
the Ammonite capital. The ancient city is now without an inhabitant, but the excellent water
found there renders the spot a desirable halting-place for caravans, the drivers of which use
the ancient temples and buildings as shelter for their beasts, literally fulfilling the denunciation

‘2. The queen of Sheba is supposed by some to have come from Southern Arabia, but is more-
generally thought to have been the queen of Abyuinla, which is the firm belief of the Abys-
siniaps to this day.— Kitto’s Palestine.. . g
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tant country, and the most powerful princes of the surrounding na-
tions courted his alliance. . With Hiram, king of Tyre, the chief
city of the Pheenicians, and the emporium of the commerce of the
Eastern world, he was- united by the strictest bonds of friendship.
Seven years and a half was he occupied in building, at Jerusalem, a
magnificent temple to the Lord. He also erected for himself a pal-
ace of unrivalled splendor. A great portion of his immense wealth
was derived from commerce, of which he was a distinguished patron.
From ports on the Red Sea, in his possession, his vessels sailed to
Ophir, some rich country on the shores of the Indian Ocean. By
the aid of Pheenician navigators he also opened a communication
with Tar’ shish, in western Hurope, while the commerce between
Qentral Asia and Palestine was carried on by caravans across the
desert. 3

13. But even Solomon, notwithstanding all his learning and wis-
dom, was corrupted by prosperity, and in his old-age was seduced
by his numerous ¢ strange wives” to forsake the God of his fathers.
He became an idolater : and then enemies began to arise up against
him on every side. A revolt was organized in E’dom:' an inde-
pendent adventurer seized Damascus, and formed a new Syrian king-
dom there; and the prophet Ahijah foretold to Solomon: that the
kingdom- of Israel should be rent, and that the dominion of ten of
the twelve tribes should be given to Jerobdam, of the tribe of Eph:
raim, although not till after the death of Solomon.

14. Accordingly, on the death of Solomon, when Rehohéam his
son came to the throne, the ten northern tribes chose Jerobéam for
their king ; and Israel and Judah, with which latter was united the
tribe of Benjamin, became separate kingdoms. = The geparation thus
effected is called ¢ The Revolt of the Ten Tribes.” (990 B. C.)
The subsequent princes of the kingdom of Israel, as the Ten Tribes
were called, were all idolaters in the sight of the Lord, although
from time to time they were warned of the consequences of their
idolatry by the prophets Elijah, Elisha, Hosea, Amos, Jonah, and
others. The history of these ten tribes is but a repetition of
calamities and revolutions. Their seventeen kings, excluding two

of Ezekiel : I wiil make Rabbah of the Ammonites a stable for camels, and 2 couching place
or flocks.” (Ezekiel, xxv. 5.) (Map No. VL)

1. The E' domites, inhabitants of Iduméa, or E’ dom, dwelt, at this time, in the country south
and south-east of the Dead Sea. During the Babylonian captivity the E’ domites took posses~
sion of the southern portion of Judea, and made Hebron their capital. They afterwards pms
braced Judaism, and their territory became incorporated with Judea although in the tim¢ of
our Saviour it still retained the name of Iduméa, {Map No. VL)
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pretenders, belonged to seven different families, and were plaeed on
the throne by seven sanguinary conspiracies. At length Shalmanézer,
king of Assyria, invaded the country; and Saméria,*its capital, after
a brave resistance of three years, was taken by storm. The ten
tribes were then driven out of Palestine, and carried away captive
into a distant region beyond the Euphrites, 719 years before the
Christian era. With their captivity the history of the ten tribes ends.
Their fate is still unknown to this day, and their history remains un:
written.

15.. After the revolt of the ten tribes, Rehobdam reigned seven-
teen years at Jerusalem, over Judah and Benjamin, comprising what
was called the kingdom of.Judah. During his reign he and his
subjects fell into idolatry, for which they were punished by an in-
vasion by Shishak, king of Egypt, who entered Jerusalem and ecar-
ried off the treasures of the temple and the palace. We find some
of the subsequent kings of Judah practising idolatry, and suffering
the severest punishments for their sins: others restored the worship
of the true God; and of them it is recorded that “ God prospered
their undertakings.”

16. At the time when Shalmanézer, the Assyrian, carried Israel
away captive, the wicked Ahaz was king over Judah. He brought
the country to the brink of ruin, but its fall was arrested by the
death of the impious monarch. The good Hezekiah succeeded him,
and, aided by the advice of the prophet Isaiah, commenced his reign
with a thorough reformation of abuses. He shook off the Assyrian
yoke, to which his father Ahaz had submitted by paying tribute.
Sennachérib, the son and suceessor of Shalmanézer, determining to
be revenged upon Judah, sent a large army against Jerusalem (711
B. C.); but “the angel of the Lord went forth, and smote, in the
camp of the Assyrians, a hundred and fourseore and five thousand
men.” The instrument by which the Lord executed vengeance upon
the Assyrians, is supposed by some to have been the pestilential
simoom of the desert; for Isaiah had prophesied of the king of As-
syria: “ Thus saith the Lord; behold, T will send a dlast upon
him.”a '

17. Tt is interesting to find an account of the miraculous destrue.
tion of the Assyrian army in the pages of profane history. Senna-

1. Saméria, (now called Sebuslieh,) the capital of the kingdom of Israel, sfood on Mouat
Sameron, about forty miles north from Jerusilem. (Map No, VI.)

a. Isafah, xxxvit, 6, 7
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chérib was at this time marching against Egypt, whose alliahce had
been sought by Hezekiah, when, unwilling to leave the hostile power
of Judah in his rear, he turned against Jerusalem. It was natural,
therefore, that the discomfiture which removed the fears of the Egypt-
ians, should have a place in their annals. Accordingly, Herod’ otns
gives an account of it, which he had learned from the Egyptians
themselves; but in the place of the prophet Isaiah, it is an Egyptian
priest who invokes the aid of his god against the enemy, and pre-
dicts the destruction of the Assyrian host.

- 18, Herod’ otus relates that the Egyptian king, directed by the
priest, marched against Sennachérib with a company composed only
of tradesmen and artizans, and that “go immense a number of mice
infested by night the enemy’s camp, that their quivers and bows,
together with what secured their shields to their arms, were gnawed
in pieces;” and that, ¢ in the morning the enemy, finding themselves
without arms, fled in confusion, and lost great numbers of their men.”
Herod’ otus also relates that, in his time, there was still standing in
the Egyptian temple of Vulcan a marble statue of this Egyptian
king, having a mouse in his hand, and with the inscription : “ Learn
from my fortune to reverence the gods.”>

19. Hezekiah was succeeded on the throne of Judah by his son
Manas’ seh, who, in the early part of hig reign, revelled-in the gross-
est: abominations of Eastern idolatry. Being carried away captive to
Babylon by Sardanapalus, the Assyrian king, he repented of his-sins,
and was restored to his kingdom. The brief reign of his son A’ mon
was corrupt and idolatrous. The good Josiah then succeeded to the
throne. His reign was an era in-the religious government of the
nation ; but during an invasion of the country by Pharaoh Necho,
king of Egypt, he was mortally wounded in battle. = Jerusalem was
soon after taken, and Jehéahaz, who had been elected to the throne
by the people, was deposed, and carried captive to Egypt, where he
died.

20. Not long after this, during the reign of Jehoiakim, the Egypt-
ian monarch, pursuing his conquests eastward against the Babylo-
nians, was utterly defeated by Nebuchadnez’ zar near the Euphrates,
—an event which prepared the way for the Babylonian dominion
over Judea and the west of Asia. Pursuing his success westward,
Nebuchadnez’ zar came to: Jerusalem, when the king, Jehoiakim,
submitted, and agreed to pay tribute for Judah ; but as he rebelled

a. Herod’ otus, Book II. p. 141.
4
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after three years, Nebuchadnez’zar returned, pillaged Jerusalem,
and carried away certain of the royal family and of the mobles ag
hostages for the fidelity of the king and people. (B. €. 605.)
Among these were the prophet Daniel and his companions. ‘Je-
choniah, the next king of Judah, was carried away to Babylon, with
a multitude of ‘other captives, so that “none remamed save the
poorest people of the land.”

21. The throne in Jerusalem was next filled by Zedekiah, who
joined some of the surrounding nations in a rebellion against Nebu-
chadnez’ zar ; but Jerusalem, after an eighteen months’ siege, whose
miseries were heightened by the horrors of famine, was taken by
storm at midnight. Dreadful was the carnage which ensued. Zede:
kiah, attémpting to ‘escape, was made prisoner; and the king of
Babylon slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, and put out the
eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him with fetters of brass, and carried
him ‘to Babylon. ' Nearly all the wretched inhabitants were made
eompanions of his exile. Jerusalem was burned, the temple levelled
with the ground, and the very walls destroyed. (586 /B. C.)

-22. Thus ended the kingdom of Judah, and the reign of the house
of David. Seventy years were the children of Israel detained in
captivity in Babylon, reckoning from the time of the first pillag-
ing of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnez’ zar, a period that had been de-
clared in prophecy by Jeremiah, and which was distinguished by the
visions of Nebuchadnez’ zar, the prophetic- declarations of Daniel,
Belshazzar's feast, and the overthrow of the kingdom of Babylon by
the Medes and Persians. The termination of the Captivity, as had
been foretold by'the prophets, was the act of Cyrus, the Persian,
immediately after the conquest of Babylon. (536 B. C.)

23. The ediet of Cyrus permitted all Jews in his dominions to
return to Palestine, and to rebuild the city and temple of Jerusalem.
Only a zealous minority, however, returned, and but little progress
had been made in the rebuilding of the temple, when the work was
altogether stopped by an order of the next sovereignj but during
the reign of Darfus Hystas’ pes, Zerub’ babel, urged by the prophets
Hag’ gai and Zechariah, obtained a new edict for the restoration of
the temple, and after four years the work was completed, 516 years
before the: Christian era. The temple was now dedicated to
the worship of Jehovah, the ceremonies of the Jewish law were
restored, and never again. did the Jews, as a people, relapse into
i olatry.
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[III. Roman Hisrory.]-—24. Having thus brought the events of
Jewish history down to the time of the commencement of the wars
between Greece and Persia, we again turn back to take a view of the
cotemporary history of such other nations as had begun to acquire
historical importance during the same period.  Qur attention is first
directed to Rome—to therise of that power which was destined event-
ually to overshadow the world.. Romeissupposed to have been found-
ed 753 years before the Christian era,.about the time of the aholition
of the -hereditary archonship: in Athens—twenty years before the
commencement of the first war between Sparta and Messénia, and
about thirty years before the reign. of Hezekiah, king of Judah.
But the imporiance ‘of Roman history demands a.connected account,
which can better be givén after Rome has brokén in upon the line
of history we are pursuing, by the reduction of Greece to a Roman
province ; and as we have already arrived at a period of correspond-
ing importance in Persian affairs, we shall next briefly trace the
events of Persian history down to the time when they became min-
gled with the history of the Grecians.

[IV PERSIAN History.]—25. In the course of the preceding
history of the Jews we have had occasion to mention the names of
Shalmenésar, Sennachérib, and Sardanapalus, who were the last
three kings of the united empire of Assyria, whose capital was Nine-
veh. Not long after Sardanapélus had attacked Judah, and earried
away its king Manas’ seh into captivity, the governors of several of
the Assyrian provinces revolted against him, and besieged him in his
capital, when, finding himself deserted by his subjects, he destroyed
his own life. (671 B. C.) The empire, which, during the latter part
of the reign of Sardanapslus, had embraced Média, Persia, Babylo-
nia, and Assyria, was then divided among the conspirators.

26. Sixty-five years later, the Medes and Babylonians, with joint
forces, destroyed Nineveh (B. C. 606),* and Babylon became the capi
‘tal of the reunited empire. The year after the destruction of Nine.
veh, Ne¢buchadnez’ zar, a name common to the kings of Babylon, as
was Pharaoh'to those of Egypt, made his first attack upon Jerusa-
lem (B. C. 605), rendering the Jews tributary to him, and carrying
away numbers of them into captiyity, and among them the prophet
Dame‘ and his compamons Nineteen years later (B C. 586), he

' a. Clinton, L. 269, Grote, iii 255, Note, says, “ During the last ten years of the reign of Gyax-
ares” :—and Cyaxares, the Mede, reigned from 636 to 595.
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destroyed the very walls of Jerusalem and the temple itself, and
carried away the remnant of the Jews captive tc Babylon. |

27. Soon after the conquest of Judea, Nebuchadnez’ zar resolved
to take vengeance on the surrounding: nations, some of whom had
solicited the Jews to unite in a confederacy against him, but had af-
terwards rejoiced at their Gestruction. These were the Am’ monites,
Mobabites, BE’domites, Ardbians, Sidéniany, Tyr’ians, Philistines,
Egyptians, and Abyssin’ians. - The subjugation of each was par-
ticularly foretold by the prophets, and has been related both by
sacred and profane writers. In the war against the Phoenicians,
after a long siege of thirteen years he made himself master of insular
Tyre, the Pheenician capital (B. C. 571), and the Tyr’ians became
subject to him and his suceessors until the destruction of the Chal-
dean monarchy by Cyrus.2

28. In the war against Egypt (B. C. 570), Nebuchadnez’ zar laid
the whole country waste, in accordance with previous predietions of
the prophets Bzekiel and Jeremiah. The prophecy of Ezekiel, that,
after the desolations foretold, ¢ there shall no more be a prince of
the land of Egypt,” has been verified in a remarkable manner ; for
the kings of Egypt were made tributary, and grievously oppressed,
first by the Babylonians, and next by the Persians; and since the
rule of the latter, Egypt has successively been governed by foreigners
-~by the Macedonians, the Romans, the Mamelukes, and lastly, by
the Turks, who possess the land of the Pharaohs to this day.

20. Tt was immediately after his return from Egypt that Nebu-
chadnez’ zar, flushed with the brillianey of his conquests, set up a
golden image, and commanded all the people to fall down and wor-
ship it. (B. C.569.) Notwithstanding the rebuke which his impiety
received on this occasion, after he had adorned Babylon with mag-
nificent works, again the pride of his heart was exhibited, for as he
walked in his palace he said, in exultation, ¢ Is not this great Baby-
lon that I have built for the head of the kingdom, by the might of
my power; and for the honor of my majesty ¥ But in the same
hour that he had spoken he was struck with lunacy, and all his glory
departed from him. Of his dreams, and their prophetic interpreta-
tion by Daniel, we shall have occasion to speak, as the predictions are
successively verjfied in the progress of history.

a. The common statement that it was the inland town that was reduced by Nebuchadnez'
2zar, and that most of the inhabitants had previously withdrawn to an island, where they built
4 New Tyre,” seems to be erroneous. See Grote’s Greece, iil, 266-7.
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80. Not long after the reign of Nebuchadnez’ zar, we find Bel-
ghaz’ zar, probably a grandson of the former, on the throne of Baby-
lon. Nothing is recorded of him but the circumstances of his
death, which are related in the fifth chapter of Daniel. He was
probably slain in a conspiracy of his nobles. (B. C. 553.) In the
meantime, the kingdom of Media' had risen to eminence under the
successive reigns of Phraor’ tes, Cyax’ ares, and Asty’ ages,? the for-
mer of whom is supposed to be the Ahasuérus mentioned in the book
of Daniel.2 'While some writers mention a successor of Asty’ ages,
Cyax’ ares IT., who has been thought to be the same as the Darfus
of Seripture, others assert that Asty’ageswas the last of the Me-
dian kings. In accordance with the latter and now generally-received
account, Cyrus, a grandson of Asty’ages, but whose father was a
Persian, roused the Persian tribes against the ruling Medes, defeated
Asty’ ages, and transferred the ‘supreme power to the Persians.
(558 B. C.)b

31. Cyrus the Great, as he is often called, is generally considered
the founder of the Persian empire. Soon after his accession to
the throne his dominions were invaded by Cro’ sus, king of Lydia ;
but Cyrus defeated him in the great battle of Thymbria, and after
wards, besieging him in his own capital of Sardis, took him prisoner,
and obtained possession of all his treasures. (B. C. 546.) The sub:
jugation of the Grecian cities of Asia Minor by the Persians soon
followed. Cyrus next laid siege to Babylon, which still remained an
independent city in the heart of his empire. Babylon soon fell be-
neath his power, and it has been generally asserted that he effected
the conquest by turning the waters of the Euphrates from their chan-
nel, and marching his troops into the city through the dry bed of the
stream; but this account has been doubted, while it has been thought
quite as probable that he owed his success to some internal revolu-
tion, which put an end to the dynasty of the Babylonian kings.
(B. C. 536.) The prophetic declarations of the final and utter de-

1. Media, the boundaries of which varied greatly at different times, embraced the country
immediately south and south-west of the Caspian Sea, and north of the early Persla. (Map
No. V.)

2. These kings were probably in a measure subordinate to the ruling king at Babylon,

a. Daniel, ix. 1. Hale's Analysis, iv. 81.

b. Niebuhr’s Lect. on Ancient Hist.i. 135, Grote’s Greece, 1v. 183,

¢. The accounts of the early history of Cyrus, asderived from Xen’ ophon, Herod' otus, Ctésias,
&c., z2re very contradictory. The account of Ilerod’ otus is now generally preferred, as con-
taining a greater proportion of historical truth than the others. Grote calls jhe Cyrope’ diaof*
Xen'’ ophon a “ philosophical novel.” Niebuhr says, *No rational man, in pur days, can look
apon Xen’ ophon’s history of Cyrus in any dther light than that of a romance.”
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struction of Babylon, which was eventually to be made a desolate
waste—a possession for the bittern—a retreat for the wild beasts of
the desert and of the islands—to be filled with pools of water—and
to be inhabited no more from generation to generation, have been fully
verified.

32. In the year that Babylon was taken, Cyrus issued the famous
deeree which permitted the Jews to return to their own land, and
to rebuild the city and temple of Jerusalem~—events which had been
foretold by the prophet Isaiah more than a century before Cyrus
was born.  Cyrus is supposed to have lived about seven years after
the taking of Babylon—directing his chief attention to the means
of increasing the prospenty of his kmgdom The manner of his
death is a disputed point in history, but in the.age of Strabo his
tomb bore the inscription: “ O man, I am Cyrus, who founded the
Persian empire : envy me not then the little earth which covers my
remains.”

33. Camby’ses succeeded his father on the throne. of Persia.
(530 B. C.) Intent on carrying out the ambitious designs of Cyrus,
he invaded and conquered Egypt, although the Egyptian king was
aided by a force of Grecian auxiliaries. The power of the Persians
was also extended over several African tribes: even the Greek. col-
ony of Cyrendica' was forced to pay tribute to Camby’ses, and the
Greek cities of Asia Minor remained quiet under Persian governors;
but an army which Camby’ses sent over the Libyan desert to sub-
due the little oasis where the temple of Jipiter Am’mon? was the
centre of an independent community, was buried in the sands;
and another army which the king himself led up the Nile agamst
Ethiopia, came near perishing from hunger. The Persian king
would have attempted the conquest of the rising kingdom of Car-
thage, but his Phoeenician allies or subjects, who constituted his naval
power, were unwilling to lend their aid in destroying the indepen-
dence of their own colony, and Camby’ses was forced to abandon the
project.

34..0n the death of Camky’ses (B. C. 521), one Smer’dis, an

1. Cyrendica, a countiry on the African coast of the Mediterranean, corresponded with the
western porlion of the modern Barca. It was sometimes called Pentap’ olis, from jts hs1'mg
five Grecian cities of note in it, of which Cyréne was the capital. (See p. 95, also JMap No. V.)

2. The Temple of Jupiter Am’ mon was situated in what I3 now called the Oasis of Siwah, a
fertile spot in the desert, three hundred miles south-west from Cairo. The time and the cir-
cumstances of the existence of this temple are unknown, but, like that of Delphl, it was famed

for its treasures. A well sixty feet deep, which has been discovered in the oasis, is supposed
to mark the site of the temple,
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impostor, a pretended son of Cyrus, seized the throne ; but the Per-
sian nobles soon formed a conspiracy against him, killed him in his
palace, and chose one of their own number to reign in his stead.
The new monarch assumed the old Median title of royalty, and is
known in history as Darfus, or Darius Hystas’ pes.” Babylon having
revolted, he was engaged twenty months in the siege of the city
which was finally taken by the artifice of a Persian nobleman, who
pretending to desert to the enemy, gained their confidence, and
having obtained the command of ar important post in the eity,
opened the gates to the Persians : Darfus put to death three thou-
sand of the citizens, and ordered the one hundred gates to be pulled
down, and the walls of the proud city to be demolished, that it might
never after be in a condition to rebel against him. The favor which
this monarch showed the Jews, in permitting them to rebuild the
walls of Jerusalem, has already been mentioned.

35, The attention of Darfus was next turned towards the Scyth-
ians' then a Buropean nation, who inhabited the country along the
western borders of the Buxine, from the Tan’ ais or Don? to the north-
ern boundaries of Thrace.® Darius indeed overran their country,
but without finding an enemy who would meet him in battle ; for the
Scythians were. wise enough to retreat before‘the invader, and deso-
late the country through which he directed his course. When the
supplies of the Persians had been cut off on every side, and their
strength wasted in useless pursuit, they were glad to seck safety by
a hasty retreat.

36. The next important events in the history of Darfus we find
connected with the revolt, and final subjugation, of the Greek colonies
of Asia Minor, an account of which has already been given. Still
Darfus was not a conqueror like Cyrus or Camby’ses, but seems
to have aimed rather at consolidating and securing his empire, than

1. Scythie is a name given by the early Greeks to the country on the northern and western
horders of the Euxine. In the time of the first Ptolemy, however, the early Scythia, together
with the whole region from the Baltic Sea to the Caspian, had changed its name to Sarmatia,
while the entire north of Asia beyond the Himalaya mountains was denominated Scythia
(Map Nos. V. and IX.)

2. The Don (anciently Tan’ ais), rising in Central Russia, flows south-east until it approaches
within about thirty-six miles of the Volga, when it turns to the soutb-west, and enters the
north-eastern extremity of the Sea of Azof (anciently Palus Meeotis). (Map No. IX.)

3. "'Thrace, embracing nearly the same as the modern Turkish province of Rumilia, was
bounded on the north by the Hwemus mountains, on the east by the Euxine, on the south by
the Propouw’tis and the /&’ gean Sea, and on the west by Macedénia. Iis principal river was
the Ilébrus (now Maritza), and its largest towns, excepting those in the Thracian Chersom/wus
(see p. 96.) were Hadrianopolis an¢ Byzantium. (Map No. I1l. and IX.)
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at enlarging it. The dominions bequeathed him by his predecessors
comprised many countries, united under one government only by
their subjection to the will and the arbitrary exactions of a common
ruler ; but Darius first organized them into one empire, by dividing
the whole into twenty satrapies or provinces, and assigning to each
its proper share in the burdens of government.

37. Under Darius the Persian empire had now attained its great-
est extent, embracing, in Asia, all that, at a later period, was con-
tained in Persia proper and Turkey ; in Africa, taking in Egypt as
far as Nubia, and the coast of the Mediterranean as far as Barea;
and in Europe, part of Thrace and Macedonia—thus stretching from
the A gean Sea to the Indus, and from the plains of Tartary® to
the cataracts of the Nile. Such was the empire against whose united
power a few Grecian communities were to. contend for the preserva-
tion of their very name and existence. The results of the contest
may be learned from the following chapter. (See Map No. VIL)

1. Tartary is a name of modern origin, applied to that extensive portion of Central Asia
which extends eastward {rom the Casplan Sea to the Pacifio Ocean.
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CHAPTER IV.

THE AUTHENTIC PERIOD OF GRECIAN HISTORY:

SECTION I.

GRwewa™ HISTORY FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE FIRST WAR WITH PERSIA TO THE ES
TABLISHMENT OF PHILIP ON THE THRONE OF MACEDON :
490 1o 360 B. . = 130 YEARS,

ANALYY1S, FirsT Perstaxy War. 1. Preparations of Darius for the conquest of Greece,
Mardontus, Destructlon of the Persian fleet. [Mount A’thos.] Return of Mardonius.—2. Re-
newed prepsraiions of Darfus. Heralds sent to Greece. Their treatment by the Athenians and
Spartans. The Aiginétans. [Algina.]—3. Persian fleet sails for Greece. Islands submit.
Eubce’a. Percians at Mar’ athon. The Plate’ans aid the Athenians. Spartans absent.
[Mar’ athon. Platee’ a.]—4. The Athenian army. Ilow commanded.—5. Battle of Mar’ athon.
—6. Remarks on the battle. Legends of the battle.—7. The war terminated. Subsequen
history of Miltiades. [Paros.] Themis'tocles and Arissides. Their characters. Banish-
ment of the latter. [Ostracism.]—9. Death of Darius. Szconp Persian WAR.- Xerxes in~
vades Greece. Opposed by Leon’idas. [Thermop’yle.] Anecdote of Dien’ eces.—10. Treachery.,
Leon’idas dismisses his allies. Self-devotion of the Greeks.—l1l. Earytus and Aristodémus.
—12. The Athenians desert Athens, which is burned by the enemy. [Trezéne.] The Grecks
fortify the Corinthlan Isthmus.—13, The Persian fleet at Sal' amis, Eurybiades, Themis’ tocles,
and Aristides.—14. Battle of Sal’amis. Flight of Xerxes. [Hel lespont.] Battle of Plate’'a
—of Myc’ale. [Mye'ale.] Death of Xerxes.~—15. Athens rebuilt. Banishment of Themis'-
tocles. Cimon and Pausanias. The Persian dependencies. Ionian revolt. [Cy'prus. By-
zan’ tlum.]—16. Final peace with Persia,—17, Dissensions among the Grecian States. Per’
icles. Jealousy of Sparia, and growing power of Athens.—18. Power and character of Sparta,
Earthquake at Sparta. Revolt of the Hélots. TuiRD MEesse’NIAN WAR. Migration of the
Messénians.—19. Athenians defeated at Tan’ agra. [Tan’agra.] Subsequent victory gained by
the Athenians, 2 ;

20. Causes which opened the First Peroroxne’siaNn War, [Corey'ra. Potide’a.]—2L
The Spartan army ravages At tica. The Athenian navy desolates the coast of the Peloponné-
sus. [Meg ara.]—22. Second invasion of At’tica. The plague at Athens, and death of Per'-
icles. Potid®’a surrenders to Athens, and Plata’ a to Sparta—%3. The peace of Nicias. Pre-
texts for renewing the struggle.—24. Character of Alciblades. His artifices. Reduction of
Mélos. [Mélos.]—25. Tre Srciuian ExpeprTion. Its object. [Sicily. Syracuse.] Revolt
and flight of Alcibiades.—26. Operations of Nicias, and disastrousresult of the expedition.

27, SEcoND Pmnopoxum" s1aN WaR. Revolt of the Athenian allies. Intrigues of Alcibiades,
Revolution at Athens. [Erétria Cys'icus.] Return of Alcibiades.—28. He is again banished.
The affairs of Sparta are retrieved by Lysan’ der. Cyrus the Persian.—29. The Athenians are
defeated at /' gos-Pot’ amos. Treatment of the prisoners.—30. Disastrous state of Athenian
affairs. Submission of Athens, and close of the war.—31. Change of government at Athens.
The Thirty Tyrants overthrown. The rule of the democracy restored.—32. Character, accusa-
tion, and death of Soc’ rates.—33. The deslgns of Cyrus the Persian. He is alded by the Greeks
—34. Result of his expedition.—35. Famous retreat of the Ten Thousand.—36. The Creek cities
of Asia are involved in a war with Persia, The Tmirp PErLoPONNE' stAN WaR. [Coronéa.j
The peace of Antal’ cidas. , [Im’ brus, Lem’ nos, and Scy’ rus.]—37. The designs of the Persian
king promoted by the jealousy of the Greeks. .Athens and Sparta—how affected by the peace
—38. Sparta is involved in new wars, War with Mantinéa.” With Olyn’thus. [Mantinée

D
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Olyn’ thus.] Seizure of the Theban citadel.—39. The political morality of the Spartans.—40,
The Theban citadel recovered. Pelop’idas and Epaminon’das. Events of the Theban war,
[Teg’yra. Leuc'tra.]—4L The Skconp Sicrep WaR. [First Sacred War.] Causes of the
Second Sacred War. [Phocis.]—42. The parties to the war. [Locrians,] Crueliies practised.
Philip of Macedon.

1. . After the subjugation of the Ionian cities of Asia Minor, Darfus
made active preparations for the conquest of all Greece. A mighty
L. prest per- Armament was fitted out and intrusted to the command
saN wae. of his son-in-law Mardénius, who, leading the land force in
person through Thrace and Macedonia, succeeded, after being once routed
by a night attack,® in subduing those countries ; but the Persian fleet,
which was designed to sweep the islands of the /B’ gean, was checked
in its progress by a violent storm which it encountered off Mount
A’ thos', and which was thought to have destroyed three hundred ves-
sels and twenty thousand lives. Weakened by these disasters, Mar-
dénius abruptly terminated the campaign and returned to Asia.

2. Darfus soon renewed his preparations for the invasion of Greece,
and, while his forces were assembling, sent heralds through the
Grecian cities, demanding earth and water, as tokens of submission.
The smaller States, intimidated by his power, submitted ;> but Athens
and Sparta haughtily rejected the demands of the eastern monarch,
and put his heralds to death with cruel mockery, throwing one into a
pit and another into a well, and bidding them take thence their earth
and water. The Spartans threatened to make war upon the Alginé-
tans® for having basely submitted to the power of Pers1a and com-
pelled them to send hostages to Athens.c

1. Mount A’ thos is a lofty summit, more than six thousand feet high, on the most castern of
three narrow peninsulas which extend from Macedonia into the /' gean sea. The peninsula
which is about twenty-five miles in longth by about four in breadth, has long been occupied
in modern times by a number of monks of the Greek Church, who live in a kind of fortified
monasteries, about twenty in number. No fomales are admitted within this peninsula, whose
modern name, derived from its supposed sanctity, s Monte Santo, “sacred mountain.”
(Map Ne. L)

2. JEgina, (now Egina or Engia,) was an island containing about fifty sqnare miles, in the
centre of the Saron’ic Gulf, (now Gulf of Athens,) between Attica and Ar’golis, and sixteen
miles south-west from Athens. The remains of a temple of Jupiter in the northern part of
the dsland are among the most Interesting of the Grecian ruins, * Of its thirty-six columna
twenty-five were recently standing. (Map No. L)

a. By the Brygi, a Thracian tribe. Mardonins wounded

b. Among them, probably, the Thebans and Thessalians ; also most of the islands, but net
Eube' a and Nax’'0s. The Persians desolated Nax' os on their way across the £’ gean.

¢. At this time Thebes and Zgina had been at war with Athens fourteen years. Ar®gos,
which had contested with Sparta the supremacy of Greece, had recently been subdued ; and
Sparta was acknowledged to be the head of the political union of Greece against the Per
eians, Groto’s Greecs, iv, 311~328,
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3. In the third year after the first disastrous campaign, a Persian
fleet of six hundred ships, conveying an army of a hundred and twenty
thousand men, commanded: by the generals Datis and Artapher’nes,
and guided by the exiled tyrant and traitor Hip’ pias, directed its
course towards the Grecian shores. (B. C. 490.) Several islands of
the AL’ gean submitted without a struggle; Euboe’a was punished for
the aid it had given the I6nians in their rebellion ; and without farther
opposition the Persian host advanced to the plains of Mar’athon,!
within twenty miles of Athens. The Athenians probably called on
the Platee’ ans®.as well as the Spartans for aid:2—the former sent
their entire force of a thousand men; but the latter, influenced by
jealousy or superstition, refused to send their proffered aid before the
full of the moon.

4. In this extremity the Athenian army, numbering only ten thou-
sand men, and commanded by ten generals, marched against the enemy.
TFive of the ten gencrals had been afraid to hazard a battle, but the
arguments® of Miltiades, one of their number, finally prevailed wpon
the polemarch Callim"achus to give his casting vote in favor of fight-
ing. The ten generals were to command the whole army successively,
cach for a day. Those who had seconded the advice of Miltiades
were willing to resign their turns to him, but he waited till his own
day arrived, when he drew up the little army in order of battle.

1, Mar' athon, which still retains its ancient name, is a small town of Attica, twenty miles
northeast from Athens, and about three miles from the sea-coast, or Bay of Mar'athon. The
plain in which the battle was fought is about five miles in length and two in breadth, inclosed
on the land side by steep slopes descending from the higher ridges of Pentel' icus and Paros,
and divided into two uneqnal parts by a small stream which falls into the Bay. Towards the
middle of the plain may still be seen a mound of earth, twenty-five feet in height, which was
raised over the bodies of the Athenlans who fell in the battle. In the marsh near the sea.
coast, also, the remains of trophies and marble monuments are still visible. The names of
the one hundred and ninety-two Athenians who were slain were inscribed ‘on ten pillars
erected on the battle-fleld. (Map No. L.)

2. Plate’ a, a city of Beeotia, now wholly in ruins, was situated on the northern side of the
Citha’ ron mountains, seven miles south from Thebes, This city has acquired an immortality
of renown from its having given its name to the great battle fought In its vicinity in the year
479 B. C. between the Persians under Mardonius, and the Greeks under Pausanias the Spar-
tan. (See p.80.) From the tenth of the spoils taken from the Persians on that occasion, and
presented to the shrine of Delphi, a golden tripod was made, supported by a brazen pillar
resembling three serpents twined together. This identical brazen pillar may still be seen In
the IHippodrome of Constantinople. (Map No. L)

a. Thirwall says: ‘It is probable that they summoned the Plata’ans.” Grote says: “ We

are not fold that they bad been invited.”
b. Herad' otus deseribes this debate as having occurred at Mar’ athon, after the Greeks had
taken post in sight of the Persians; while Cornelius Nepos says it occurred before the army

left Athens. Thirwall appears to follow the former: Grote declares his preference for the
eter, as the most reasonable,
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5. The Persians were extended in a line across the middle of the
plain, having their best troops in the centre. The Athenians were
drawn up in a line opposite, but having their main strength in the
extreme wings of their army. The Greeks made the attack, and, as
had been foreseen by Miltiades, their centre was soon broken, while
the extremities of the enemy’s line, made up of motley and undiseci-
plined bands of all nations, were routed, and driven towards the shore,
and into the adjoining morasses. Hastlly concentrating his two
wings, Miltiades next directed their united force against the flanks of
the Persian centre, which, deeming itself victorious, was taken com-
pletely by surprise. In a few minutes victory decided in favor of the
Greeks. The Persians fled in disorder to their ships; but many
perished in the marshes; the shore was strewn with their dead,—and
seven of their ships were destroyed. The loss of the Persians was
6,400 : that of the Athenians, not including the Plate’ ans, only 192.

6. Such was the famous battle of Mar’athon; but the glory of
the victory is not to be measured wholly by the disparity of the
numbers engaged, when .compared with the result. The Persians
were strong in the terror of their name, and in the renown of their
conquests; and it required a most heroic resolution in the Athenians
to face a danger which they had not yet learned to despise. The
victory was viewed by the people as a deliverance vouchsafed to the
Grecians by the gods themselves: the marvellous legends of the battle
attributed to the heroes prodigies of valor; and represented Théseus
and Her’ cules as sharing in the fight, and dealing death to the flying
barbarians; while to this day the peasant believes the field of Mar’ a-
thon to be haunted with spectral warriors, whose shouts are heard at
midnight, borne on the wind, and rising above the din of battle.

7. The victory obtained by the Greeks at Mar’athon terminated
the first war with Persia. Soon after the Persian defeat, Milt{ades,
who at first received all the honors which a grateful people could be-
stow, experienced a fate which casts a melancholy gloom over his
history. Being unfortunate in an expedition which he led against P3-
ros,' and which he induced the Athenians to intrust to him, without
informing them of its destination, he was accused of having deceived

1. Péros is an island of the /' gean sea, of the group of the Cyc'lades, about seventy-five
miles south east from Attica. It is abopt twelve miles in length by eight in breadth, rugged
and uneven. but generally very fertile. Paros was famous in antiquity for its marbie, although
that obtained from Mount Pentel’icus in Attica was of the purest white. In modern times
Paros has become distinguished for the discovery there of the celebrated ¢ Parian or Arunde-
lian Chronicle,” cut in & marble slab, and purporting to be a chronological account of Grecian
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the people, or, as some say, of having received a bribe. Unable to
defend his cause before the people on account of an injury which he
had received at Péros, he was impeached before the popular judiea-
ture as worthy of death; and although the proposition of his accusers
was rejectéd, he was condemned to pay a fine of fifty talents. A few
days later Miltiades died of h1s wound, and the fine was paid by his
son Cimon.

8. After the death of Miltiades, Themis’ tocles and Aristides be-
come, for a time, the most prominent men among the Athenians. The
former, a mos$ able statesman, being influenced by ambitious motives,
aimed to make Athens great and powerful, that he himself might rise
to greater eminence with the growing fortunes of the state ;—the latter,
a pure patriot, had, like Themis’tocles, the good of Athens at heart,
but, unlike his rival, he was wholly destitute of selfish ambition, and
knew no cause but that of justice and the publie welfare.. His known
probity acquired for him the appellation of The Just; but his very
integrity made for him seeret enemies, who, although they charged him
with no crimes, were yet able to procure from the people the penalty of
banishment against him by ostracism.! His removal left Themis’ tocles
in possession of almost undivided power at Athens, and threw upon
him chiefly the responsibility of the measure for resisting another
Persian invasion, with which the Greeks were now threatened.

9. Darius made great preparations for invading Greece in person,
when death put an end to his ambitious projects. Ten years after
the battle of Mar’athon, Xerxes, the son and successor 1 spcoxp
of Darfus, being determined to execute the plans of his PERsiAN WaR.
father, entered Greece at the head of an army the greatest the world
has ever seen, and whose numbers have been estimated at more than
two millions of fighting men. This immense force, passing through
Thes’ saly, had arrived, without opposition, at the strait of Thermop’-
ylee,* where Xerxes found a body of eight thousand men, command-

history from the time of Cécrops to the year 261 B. C. The pretence of Miltiades In attacking
Paros was that the inhabitants had aided the Persians; but Herod’ otus assures us that his
real motive was a private grudge against a Parian citizen. The injury of which he died was
caused by a fall that he received while attempting to visit by night, a Parian priestess of Ceres,
who had promised to reveal to him a secret that would place Paros in his power,  (Map No. HL)

1. The mode of Ostracism was as follows: The people having assembled, each man took a
shell (ostrakon) and wrote on it the name of the person whom he wished to have banished.
If the number of votes thus given was less than six thousand, the ostracism was void ; but if
more, then the person whose name was on the greatest number of shells was sent into banish
ment for ten years,

2. Thermop’ yle is a narrow defile on the western shore of the Gulf which lies between
Eubce'a and Thessaly, and is almost the only road by which Greece can be entered on the
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ed by the Spartan king Leon’idas, prepared to dispute the passage.
Xerxes sent a herald to the Greeks, commanding them to lay down
their arms; but Leon’ idas replied with true Spartan brevity, “come
and take them.” When one said that the Persians were so numerous
that their very darts would darken the sun, “ Then,” replied Dienéces,
a Spartan, “we shall fight in the shade.”

10. After repeated and unavailing efforts, during two days, to break
the Grecian lines, the confidence of Xerxes had changed into de-
spondence and perplexity, when a deserter revealed to him, for a large
reward, a secret path over the mountains, by which hv was enabled
to throw a force of twenty thousand men into the rear of the Gre-
cians. Leon’idas, seeing that his post was no longer tenable, dis-
missed all his allies who were willing to retire, retaining with him
only three hundred fellow Spartans; with some Thes’ pians and The-

‘bans, in all about a thousand men. The Spartanswere forbidden by

their laws ever to flee from an enemy ; and Leon’idas and his coun-
trymen, and their Thes’ pian allies,* prepared to sell their lives as
dearly as possible. Falling suddenly upon the enemy, they pene-
trated to the very centre of the Persian host, slaying two brothers of
Xerxes, and fighting with the valor of desperation, until every
one of their number had fallen. A monument was afterwards
erected on the spot, bearing the following inseription : « Go stranger,
and tell ‘at Lacedemon that we died here in obedience to her
laws.”

11. Previous to the last attack of the Spartans, two of their num-
ber, Efirytus and Aristodémus, were absent on leave, suffering from
a severe complaint of the eyes. 'Eirytus, being informed that the
hour for the detachment was come, called for his armor, and direct-
ing his servant to lead him to his place in the ranks, fell foremost in
the fight. Aristodémus, overpowered with physical suffering, was
carried to Sparta ; but he was denounced as a coward for not imi-

north-east, by way of Thessaly. This famous pass, which is shut in between steep preci-
pices and the sea, at the eastern extremity of Mount (I* ta,'is about five miles in length, and,
where narrowest, was not anciently, according to Herod’ otus, more thaa half a plethren, or
ity fect'across, although Livy says sixty paces. The pass has long been gradually widoning,
however, by the deposits of goil brought down by the mountain streams. In the-narrowest
part of the pass were hot springs, from which the defile derives its name, (Zkermos, * hot,”
and pulé, a “gate” or “pass.”) (Map No. L)

8, The Thebans took part in the beginning of the fight, to save appearances, but finally sur-
rendered lo the Perslans, loudly proclaiming that they had come to Thermop'yle® against their
consent. The story that Leon’idas made a night attack, wnd penetrated nearly to the royal
teat, is a mere fiction, (See Grote, v 92. Note.)
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tating his comrade—no one would speak or communicate with him,
or even grant him a light for his fire. After a year of bitter dis-
grace, he was at length enabled to retrieve his honor at the battle
of Platee’ a, where he was slain, after surpassing all his comrades in
heroic and even reckless valor.® :

12. After the fall of Leon’idas, the Persians ravaged At tica,and
soon appeared beforé Athens, which they burned to the ground, but
which had previously been deserted of its inhabitants,—those able to
bear arms having retired to the island of Sal’ amis, while the old and
infirm, the women and children, had found shelter in Trezéne a
city of Ar’ golis. The allied Grecians took possession of the Corin-
thian Tsthmus, which they fortified by a wall, and committed to the
defence of Cleom’ brotus, a brother of Leon’ idas.

13. Xerxes next made preparations to annihilate the power of the
Grecians in a naval engagement, and sent his whole fleet to block up
that of the Greeks in the marrow strait of Sal’amis. Eurybiades,
the Spartan, who commanded the Grecian flect, was in favor of sail-
ing to the isthmus, that the naval and land forces might act in con-
junction, but Themis’ tocles finally prevailed upon him to hazard an
engagement, and his counsels were enforced by Aristides, now in the
third year of his exile, who crossed ‘over in a small boat from ZBgina
with intelligence of the exact position of the Persian fleet ;—a cir-
cumstance that at once put an end to the rivalry between the two
Athenians, and led to the restoration of Aristides.

14. Xerxes had caused a royal throne to be erected on one of the
neighboring heights, where, surrounded by his army, he might wit-
ness the battle of Sal”amis,in which he was confident of victory ; but
he had the misfortune to see his magnificent navy almost utterly an-
nihilated. Terrified at the result, he hastily fled across the Hel’ les-
pont,* and retired into his own dominions, leaving Mardénius, at the
head of three hundred thousand men, to complete, if possible, the
conquest of Greece. Mardonius passed the winter in Thes'saly,
‘but in the following summer his army was totally defeated and him-

1. Trezéne was near tho south-eastern extremity of Ar’ golis. Its ruins may be seen near thu
small modern village of Damala.

2. The Hel' lespont (now called Dardanelles), is the narrow strait which connecf.s the sea of
Marmora with the 4’ gean. It is about forty miles in length, and varies in breadth from three
quarters of a mile to ten miies. The Dardanelles, from which the modern name of the strait
is derived, are castles, or forts, built on its banks. The streit, being the key to Constantinople
and the Black Sea, has been very strongly fortified on both sides by the Tarks. (Map No.IV.)

a, Grote, v. 95.
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self slain in the battle of Plata’a. (B. C. 479.) Two hundred thou-
sand Persians fell in battle, and only a small remnant escaped across
_the Hel’ lespont—the last Persian army that gained a footing on the
Grecian territory. On the very day of the battle of Plats’ a, the re-
mains of the Persian fleet which had escaped at Sal’ amis, and which
had been drawn up on shore at Myc'ale,’ on the coast of Iénia, were
burned by the Grecians, and Tigrines, the Persian commander, and
forty thousand of his men, slain. = Six years later the career of Xerxes
was terminated by assassination, when he was succeeded on the
throne by his son, Artaxerx’ es Longim’ anus.

15. In the meantime, Athens had been rebuilt by the vigor and
energy of Themis’ tocles, and the Pirse’ us fortified, and connected,
by long walls, with the town, while Sparta looked with ill-disguised
jealousy upon the growing power of a rival city. But the eminence
which Themis’ tocles had attained provoked the envy of some of his
countrymen, and he was condemned to. exile by the same process of
ostracism which he himself had before directed against Aristides.
Being afterwards charged with conspiring against the, liberties of
Greece, he sought refuge in Persia, where he is said to have ended
his life by poison. Cimon, the son of Miltiades, sucecceded Themis’-
tocles in the chief direction of Athenian affairs, while Pausénias, the
hero of Plate’ a, was at the head of the Spartans. Under these
leaders the confederate Greeks waged successful war upon-the de-
pendencies of Persia in the islands of the A3’ gean, and on the coasts
of Thrace and Asia Minor. The Iénian cities were aided in a sue-
cessful revolt; Cy’prus® was wrested from the power of the Per-
sgians ; and Byzan’ tium,® already a flourishing city, fell, with all its
wealth, into the hands of the Grecians. (B. C. 476.)

16. Cimon carried on a successful war against Persia many years
later, during which the commercial power and wealth of the Athe-
nians were continually increasing ; but both parties finally becoming
tired of the contest, after the death of Cimon a treaty of peace was

concluded with the Persian monarch, which stipulated that the I¢-

1. Mye¢' ale was a promontory of Ionia in Asia Minor, opposite the southerr extremity of the
fsland of Samos. (JMap No. IV.)

2. Oy’ prus is a large and fertile island near the north-eastern angle of the Mediterranean,
between Asia Minor and Syria :—greatest length, one hundred and thirty-two miles ; average
breadth, from thirty to thirty-five miles. Under the oppressive rule of the Turks, who con-
quered the island from the Venetians in 1571, agriculture was greatly neglected, and the popu-
Jation reduced to one-seventh of its former number. (Maps Nos. IV, and V.) '

3. Byzan' tium, now Constantinople. See lescription, p.218.
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nian cities in*Asia should be left in the free enjoyment of their inde-
pendence, and that no Persian army should come within three days’
march of the sea-coast.

17. While the war with Persia continued, a sense of common dan-
gers had united the Greeks in a powerful and prosperous confederacy,
but now jealousies broke out between several of the rival cities,
particularly Athens and Sparta, which led to political dissensions
and civil wars, the cause of the final ruin of the Grecian republics.
The authority of Cimon among the Athenians had gradually yielded
to the growing influence of his rival Per’icles, who, bold, artful, and
eloquent,—a general, philosopher, and statesman,—managed the
multitude at his will, and by his patronage of literature and the arts,
and the extension of the Athenian power, raised Athens to the sum-
mit of her renown. Sparta looked on with ill-disguised jealousy as
island after island in the /&’ gean yielded to the sway of Athens, and
saw not with unconcern the colonies of her rival peopling the wind-
ing shores of Thrace and Macedon. Athens had become the mis:
tress of the seas, while her commerce engrossed nearly the Whole
trade of the Mediterranean.

18. But Sparta was also powerful in her resources, and in the
military renown and warlike character of her people, and she dis-
dained the luxuries that were enervating the Athenians. - Complaints
and reclamations were frequent on both sides; and occasions for
war, when sought by both parties, are not long delayed. But while
the Spartans were secretly favoring the enemies of Athens, although
still in avowed allegiance with her, Lacénia was laid waste by an
earthquake (464 B. C.), and Sparta became a heap of ruins. A re
volt of the Hélots followed; Sparta itself was endan- . ..o
gered ; and the remnant of the Messénians, making a « MEssinrax
vigorous effort to recover their freedom, fortified the - VA%
memorable hill of Ithéme, the ancient citadel of their fathers.
Here, for a long time, they valiantly defended themselves; and the
Spartans were compelled to invoke the Athenians and others to their
assistance. (461 B. C.) After several years’ duration, the third and
last Messénian war was terminated by an honorable capitulation of
the Messénians, who were allowed to retire from the Peloponnésus

a. The story of this famous treaty, however, generally called the Cimonian treaty, and attrib.
uted to Cimon himself, has been regarded by some writers as a fiction, which, originating in
the schools of Greek rhetoricians, was transmitted thence through the orators o the historians,
(See Thirwall, i. p. 305, and note.) Grote, however, v. 33642, admits the reality of the treaty

but places it after the death of Cimon.
*
D
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with their property and their fam111es, and to join the Athenian col-
ony of Naupac’ tus.

19. While the Athenians were engaged in hostlhtxes with. several
of their northern neighbors, Sparta sent her forces into the Baé-
tian territory, to counteract the growing influence of Athens in
that quarter. 'The indignant Athenians marched out to meet them,
but were worsted in the battle of Tan’agra.' In the following year,
however, they were enabled to wipe off the stain of their defeat bya
victory over the aggregate Theban and Boedtian forces then in alli-
ance with Sparta; whereby the authority and influence of Sparta
were again confined to the Peloponnésus.

20. Other events soon occurred to embitter the animosities of the
rival States, and prepare the way for a general war. Corinth, a
Dérian city favorable to Sparta, bhaving become involved in a war
with Corey’ ra,” one of her colonies, the latter applied for and ob-
tained assistance from Athens. - Potida’ 2,® a Corinthian colony trib-
utary to Athens, soon after revolted, at the same time claiming and
obtaining  the assistance of the Corinthians; and thus in two in.
stances were Athens and Corinth, though nominally at peace, brought
into conflict with each other as open enemies. The Corinthians,now
accusing Athens of interfering between them and -their colonies,

tv..yigsr  charged her with violating a treaty of the confederated

penoroNng- States of thie Peloponnésus, and easily engaged the Lace-

BIAN WAR:  deménians in' their quarrel.. Such were the immediate
causes which opened the First Peloponnésian War.

21. The minor States of Greece took sides as inclination or inter-
est prompted; and nearly all were involved in the contest.  The
Spartans and their eonfederates were the most powerful by land,
the Athenians by sea; and cach began the war by displaying its
strength on its 'peculiar element. While a Spartan army of sixty
thousand, led by their king, Archiddmus, ravaged At’tica, and sat
down before the very gates of Athens, the naval force of the Athen

1. Tan'agre, a. city near the sonth-eastern extremity of Boedtia, was situated on an omi-
nence on the northern bank of the river Asopus, and near its mouth, (JMap No. 1.)

2. Corcy’ ra, now Corfu, the most important, although not the largest, of the Ionian islands.
is situated near the coast of Epirus, in the Ionian Sea. At its northern extremity it is separated
from the coast by a channel only three-fiiths of a mile wide. The strongly-fortifled city of Corfu,
the capital of the I6nian Republic, stands on the site of the ancient city of Corcy’ra, on the
easternsido of the island. ;

3. Potide' a was gituated on the isthmus that connects the most western of the three Mace.
donian peninsulas in the A&’ gean with the main land. There are no remains of the city exist
ing. (Map No. 1)
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ians, consisting of nearly two hundred galleys, desolated the coasts of
the Peloponnésus. (B. C. 431.) The Spartans being recalled to pro-
tect their own homes, Per’ icles himself, at the head of the largest
force mustered by the Athenians during the war, spread desolation
.over the little territory of Meg’ara, then in alliance with Sparta.

22. In the following year (B. C. 430) the Spartan force a second
time invaded At’ tica, when the Athenians again took refuge within
their walls ; but here the plague, a calamity more dreadful than war,
attacked them, and swept away multitudes of the citizens, and many
of the principal men. Tn the third year of the war, Per’ icles him-
self fell a victim to its ravages. Before this, Potidze’a had surren-
dered to the Athenians (B. C. 430), who banished the inhabitants,
and gave their vacant lands and houses to new colonists ; and when
Platee’ 2, after a siege of three years, was compelled to surren-
der to the Spartans, the latter cruelly put the little remnant of the
garrison to death, while the women and children were made slaves
(B. C. 427))

23. After the struggle had continued with various success ten
years, both parties became anxious for peace, and a treaty, for a

term of fifty years, called the peace of Nic’ias, was concluded, on

the basis of a mutual restitution-of all conquests made during the
war. (421 B. C.) Yet interest and inclination, and the ambitious
views of party leaders among the Athenians, were not long in find-
ing plausible pretexts for renewing the struggle. The Beedtian,
Megérian, and Corinthian allies of Sparta, refused to accede to the
terms of the treaty by making the required surrenders, and Sparta
had no power to compel them, while Athens ‘would accept no less
than she had bargained for.

24. At the head of the party which aimed at severing the ties
that bound Athens and Sparta together, was Alcibiades, a wealthy
Athenian, and nephew of Per’icles,—a man ambitious, bold, and
eloquent,—an artful demagogue, but corrupt and unprincipled, and
reckless of the means he used to accomplish his purposes. By his
artifices he involved the Spartans in a war with their recent allies
the Ar’gives, and induced :the Athenians to send an armament
against the Dérian island of Mélos,* which had provoked the enmity

1. Meg’ ara, a city of At'tica, and capital of a district of the same name, was about twenty-
five miles west, or north-west, of Athens, and was connected with the port of Nis'sa on the
Saron’ ic Guif by two walls similar fo those which connected Athens and the Pire'us. The

miserable village of Meg’ ara occupies a part of the site of the ancient city. (Map No. L)
2. Mélog pow called Milo,isan fsland belonging to the group of the Cyc' 1edes, about seventy
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of Athens by its attachment to Sparta, and which was compelled,
after a vigorous siege, to surrender at discretion. With deliberate
cruelty the conquerors, imitating the Spartans at the reduction of
Plate’ a, put to death all the adult citizens, and enslaved the women
and children—an act which provoked universal indignation through-
out Greece. (B. C. 416.)

25. Soon after the surrender of Mélos, the Athenians, at the in-
stigation of Alcibiades, fitted out an expedition against Sieily,’ un-
der the plea of delivering a people in the western part of the island
from the tyranny of the Syraciisans,” a Dérian colony; but, in reality,
to establish the Athenian supremacy in the island. (415 B. C.)

v. siorray - LThe armament. fitted out on this occasion, the most

EXPEDITION. powerful that had ever left a Grecian port, was intrust-
ed to the joint command of Alcibiades, Nicias, and Lam’achus;
but ere the fleet had reached its destination, Aleibiades was sum-
moned home on the absurd charge of impiety and sacrilege, con-
nected with designs against the State itself. KXearing to ‘trust
himself to the giddy multitude in a trial for life, he at once threw
himself upon the generosity of his open enemies, and sought refuge

* miles east from the southern part of Laconla. It has ono of the best harbors in the Grecian

Archipelago. Near the town of Castro have been discovered the remains of a theatre built of
the fincst marble, and also numerous catacombs cut in the solid rock. (Map No. ITL)

1, Sicily, the largest, most important, most fruitful, and most celebrated Island of the Medi
terranean, is separated from the southern extremity of Italy by the strait of Messina, only iwo
miles across, and s eighty-flve miles distant from Cape Bon in Africa. It isof atriangular shape,
and was anciently called T'rinacria, from its terminating in three promontories, Sicily, the
name by which it is usually known, seems to have been derived from the Siculi, its earliest
known inhabitants. Its length\enst and west i3 about two hundred and fiftcen miles ;—greatest
breadth, one hundred and fifty miles. The volcano /Etna, the most celebrated of European
mounmiﬁs, near the castern coast of the island, rises to the height of nearly cleven thousand
feet above the level of the sea. (Map No. VIIL. For history of Sielly, see p. 113.)

2. Syracuse, the most famous of the citles of Sicily, was situated on the south-eastern coast,
parily on a small island, and partly on the main land.. Among the existing remains of the
ancient city are the prisons, eut'in the solid rock, which have been admirably described by
Cicero in his oration against Verres. The. catacombs, also excavated in the solid rock, and
consisting of one principal street and several smaller ones, are of vast extent, and may be truly
called a city of the dead. The modern city, however, containing a population of twelve or fif-
teen thousand inhabitants, has little except its ancient renown, its noble harbor, and the ex-

" freme beauty of its situation, to recommend it. (Map No. VIIL) “Its streets are narrow and

dirty ; its nobles poor its lower orders ignorant, superstitious, idle, and addicted to festivals,
Much of its fertile land is become a pestilential marsh'; and that commerce which once filled
the finest port in Europe with the vessels of Italy, Rhodes, Alexandria, Carthage, and every
other maritime power, is now confined to a petty coasting trade. Such is modern Syracuse,
Yet the sky which canopies it is still brilliant and serene ; the golden grain is still ready to
spring almost spontaneonsly from its fields; the azure waves still beat against its walls to
send its navies over the main § nature is still prompt to pour forth her bounties witk a liberal
hand ; but man, alas! is changed ; his liberty is lost; and with that, the gonius of a nation
rises, siuks, and i3 extinguished.”—Hughes’ Greece.
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at Sparta. When, soon after, he heard that the Athenians had con-
demned him to death, “ I hope,” said he, ¢ to show them that I am
still alive.”

26. By the death of Lam’achus, Nic’'ias was soon after left in
sole cymmand of the Athenian forces before Syracuse, but he wasted
his time in fortifying his eamp, and in useless negotiations, until the
Syracusans, having received succor from Corinth and Sparta under
the famous Spartan general Gylip’ pus, were able to bid him defi-
ance. ~ Although new forces were sent out from Athens, yet the
Athenians were defeated in several engagements, when, still linger-
ing in the island, their entire fleet was eventually destroyed by the
Syracusans, who thus became masters of the sea. The Athcnian
forces then attempted to retreat, but were overtaken and compelled
to surrender. (B. C. 413.) The generals destroyed themselves, on
learning that their death had been decreed by the Syracusan assem-
bly. The common soldiers, to the number of seven thousand, were
crowded together during seventy days in the gloomy prisons of
Syracuse, when most of the survivors were taken out and sold as slaves.

27. The aid which Gylip’ pus had rendered the Syracusans again
brought Sparta and Athens in direet conflict, and opened the second
Peloponnésian war, The result of the Athenian expe- . .. =
dition was the greatest calamity that had fallen upon rrrorong:
Athens. Several of her allies, instigated by Alcibiades, S"“¥ V4%
who was now active in the Spartan: councils, revolted; and the
power of Tisapher’ nes, the most powerful satrap of the king of Persia
in Asia Minor, was on the point of being thrown into the scale against
the Athenians, when a rupture between the Spartans and Aleibiades
changed the aspect of affairs, and for awhile revived the waning
glory of Athens. By his intrigues, Alcibiades, who now sought a
reconciliation with his ecountrymen, detached Tisapher’ nes from the
interests of Sparta, and effected a change of government at Athens
from a democracy to an aristocracy of four hundred of the nobility;
but the new government, dreading the ambition of Alcibiades, re-
fused to recall him. Another change soon foliowed. = The defeat of
the Athenian havy at Erétria,! and the revolt of Eubce’a, produced
a new revolution at Athens, by which the government of the four
hundred was overthrown, and democracy restored. Alcibiades was
immediately recalled; but before his return he aided in destroying

l Erétria was 8 town on the westem coast of the is and of Eubee’a. Its ruins are still to
be seen ten or twelve miles south-east from the presen{ Neg' ropont. ,(Jblap No. L)
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the Peloponnésian fleet in the battle of Cys’icus.! (B. C. 411)
Soon after, Alcibiades was welcomed at Athens with great enthusi-
wsm, a golden crown was decreed him, and he was appointed com-
mander -in-chief of all the forces of the commonwealth both by land
snd by sea.

28.- Alcibiades was still destined to experience the instability of
fortune, for when one of his generals, contrary to instructions; attacked
the Spartan fleet and was defeated, an unjust suspicion of - -treachery
fell upon Alcibiades; the former charges against him were revived,
and he was deprived of his command and again' banished. The
affairs of Sparta were retrieved by the erafty Lysan’der, a gencral
whose abilities the Athenians could not match since they had de-
prived themselves of the services of Alcibiades. The Spartan
general had the art to gain the confidence and codperation of Cyrus,
a younger son of Darfus No' thus, the Persianking, whom the latter
had invested with supreme authority over the whole maritime re-
gion of Asia Minor.

29. Aided by Persian gold, Lysan’der found no difficulty in man-
ning & numerous fleet, with which he met the Athenians at A8’ gos-
Pot’amos.? . Here, during several days, he declined a battle, but
seizing the opportunity when nearly all the Athenians were dispersed
on shore in quest of supplies, he attacked and destroyed all their
ships, with the exception of eight galleys, and took three thousand
prisoners. - The fate of the prisoners is a shocking proof of "the bar:
barous feelings' and manners of the age, for all of them were ‘re-
morselessly put to death, in revenge for some recent cruelties of the
Athenians, who had thrown down a precipice the crews of two captured
vessels, and had passed a decree for cutting off the right thumb of
the prisoners whose capture they anticipated in-the coming battle.

30. Thus, in one short hour, by the culpable negligence of their
generals, were the affairs of the Athenians changed from an equality
of resources with their enemy, to hopeless, irretrievable ruin. The
maritime allies of Athens immediately submitted ‘to Lysander, who
directed the Athenians throughout Greece to repair at omce to
Athens, with-threats of death to all whom he found elsewhere; and

1, Oys’ icus was an island of the Propon' tis, (now sea of Marmora,) on the northern coast
of Mys'ia. It was separated from the main land by a very narrow channel, which has u!nce
been fllled up, and il is now a peninsula. (Map No. IV.)

2. JE' gos-Pot' amos, (“goat’s river”) was a small stream of the Thracian Chersonésus, which
flows into the' Hellespent from the west. The place where the Athenians landed, appears te
have been “a mere open beach, without any babitations.” (Thirwall, 1, 485.) (Map No, V)
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when famine began to prey upon the collected multitude in- the
city, he appeared before the Pira’us with his fleet, while a large
force from Sparta blockaded Athens by land.  The Athenians had
no hopes of effectual resistance, and only delayed the surrender to
plead for the best terms that could be obtained from the conquerors.
Compelled at last to submit to whatever terms were dictated to them,
they agreed to destroy the long walls, and the fortifications of the
Pirz’ us; to surrender all their ships but twelve; to restore their
exiles ; to relinquish their conquests; to become a member of the
Peloponnésian confederacy; and: to serve Sparta in all her expedi-
tions, whether by sea or by land. (B. C. 404.) Thus closed the
second Peloponnésian war, in the profound humiliation of Athens.
81. A change of government followed, as directed by Lysander,
and conformable to the aristoeratic character of the Spartan institu-
tions, All authority was placed in the hands of thirty archons,
known as the Thirty Tyrants, whose power was supported by a
Spartan garrison. = Their cruelty and rapacity knew no bounds, and
filled Athens with universal dismay. A large band of exiles soon
accumulated in the friendly Theban territories, and choosing Thrasy-
bulus for their leader, they resolved to strike a blow for the deliver-
ance of their country. They first seized a small fortress' on the
frontiers of Attica, when, their numbers rapidly increasing, they were
enabled to seize the Pira’us, where they defeated the force which
was brought against them. The rule of the tyrants was overthrown,
and a council of ten was elected to fill their places; but the latter
emulated the wickedness of their predecessors, and, when the popu-
lace turned against them, applied to Sparta for assistance. But the
Spartan councils were divided, and eventually, by the aid of Sparta
herself, the ten were deposed, when, the Spartan garrison being
withdrawn, Athens again became a democracy, with the power in
the hands of the people. (B. C. 403.):
32 It was during the rule.of democracy in Athens that the wise
and virtuous Socrates, the best and greatest of Greeian philosophers,
was condemned to death on the absurd charge of impiety, and of
corrupting ‘the morals of the young. His accusers appear to have
been instigated by personal resentment, which he had innocently pro-
voked, and by envy of his many virtues; and ‘the result shows not
only the instability, but the moral obliquity-also, of the Athenian
character. The defence which” Socrates made before his judges is
in the tone of a man who demands rewards and honors, instead of

rs
.
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the punishment of a malefactor ; and when the sentence of death had
been pronounced against him, he spent the remaining days which the
laws allowed him in impressing on the minds of his friends the most
sublime lessons in philosophy and virtue ; and when the fatal hour
arrived, drank the poison with as much composure as if it had been
the last draught of a cheerful banquet.

33. Cyrus has been mentioned as one of the sons of Darius No’ thus,
and governor of the maritime region of Asia Minor. As his ambi-
tion led him to aspire to the throne of Persia, to the exclusion of
his elder brother, Artaxerxes Mnémon, he had aided Sparta in the
Peloponnésian war, with the view of claiming, in return, her assist-
ance against his brother, should he ever have oceasion for it. When,
therefore, the latter was promoted to the throne in accordance with
the dying bequest of his father, Cyrus prepared for the execution
of his design by raising an army of a hundred thousand Persian
and barbarian troops, which he strengthened by an auxiliary force
of thirteen thousand Grecians, drawn’ principally from the Greek
cities of Asia. On the Grecian force, commanded by the Spartan
Clear’ chus, Cyrus placed his main reliance for suceess.

34. With these. forces he marched from Sardis in the Spring of
the year 401, and with little difficulty penetrated into the heart of
the Persian empire, when he was met by Artaxerx’es, seventy miles
from Babylon, at the head of nine hundred thousand men. In the
battle which followed, this immense force was at first routed; but
Cyrus, rashly charging the centre of the guards who surrounded his
brother, was slain on the field, when the whole of his barbarian
troops took to flight, leaving the Greeks almost alone in the midst
of a hostile country, more than a thousand miles from any friendly
territory. : .

35, The Persians proposed to the Grecians terms of accommo-
dation, but having invited their leaders to a conference they mer-
cilessly put them to-death. No alternative now remained to the
. Greeks but to submit to the enemy, or fight their way back to
their native country. Where submission was death or slavery they
could not hesitate which course to pursue. They ehose Xen’ ophon,
a young Athenian, for their leader, and under his eonduct ten thou-
sand of their number, after a march of four months, succeeded in
reaching Grecian settlements on the banks of the Eux'ine. Xen ‘o-
phon himself, who afterwards became the historian of his eountry,
has left an admirable narrative of the « Retreat of the Ten Thou-
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sand,” written with great clearness and singular modesty. Tt is one
of the most interesting works bequeathed us by antiquity, as the
Retreat itself is the most famous military expedition on record.

36. The part which the Greek cities of Asia took in the expedi.
tion of Cyrus involved them in a war with Persia, in which they
were aided by the Spartans, who, under their king Agesilius, de-
feated Tisapher’ nes in a great battle in the plains of Sardis (B. C.
395); but Agesilius was soon after recalled to aid his _ =
‘countrymen at home in another Peloponnésian war, which reropox~é-
had been fomented chiefly by the Persian king himself, SW4¥ WAR:
in order to save his own domirions from the ravages of the Spartans,
Artaxerx’ es supplied Conon, an Athenian, with a fleet which defeat-
ed the Spartan navy; and Persian gold rebuilt the walls of Athens.
On the other hand, Athens and her allies were defeated in the
vicinity of Corinth, and on the plains of Coronéa.! (B. C. 394).
Finally, after the war had continued eight years, articles of peace
were arranged between Artaxerx’es and the Spartan Antal’ cidas,
hence called the peace of Antal’ cidas, and ratified by all the parties
engaged in the war, almost without opposition. (387 B. C.) - The
Greek cities in Asia, together with the islands Clazom’ensz® and
Cy’ prus, were given up to Persia, and the separate independence of
all the other Greek cities was guaranteed, with the exception of the
islands Im’brus, Lem’nos, and Scy’rus,® which, as of old, were to
belong to Athens.

37.- The terms of the peace of Antal’ cidas, directed by the king of
Persia, were artfully contrived by him to dissolve the power of
Greece into nearly its original elements, that Persia might there-
after have less to fear from a united Greek confederacy, or the pre-
ponderating influence of any one Grecian State. It was the un-
worthy jealousy of the Grecians, which the Persian knew how to
stimulate, that prompted them to give up to a barbarian the free
cities of Asia; and this is the darkest shade in the picture. Both
Athens and Sparta lost their former allies; and though Sparta was

1, Coronéa was a city of Beeotia, to the south-east of Cheromea, and two or three miles
south-west from the Copaic Lake. South of Coronéa was Mount Helicon. (Map No. 1.)

2. The Clazom’ ena here mentioned was a small island near the Lydian coast, west of
Smyrna, and in what is now called the Gulf of Smyrna. (Map No. IV.)

3. Im' brus, Lem’ nos, and Scy’ rus, (now Imbro, Statimene, and Scyro,) are islands of the
&' gean. The first is about ten miles west from the entrance to the Hel’ lespont, and the second

about forty miles southswest. Scy’rus is abut twenty-five miles north-east from Euboe’a,
(Map No, 111,) g
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the mdst stronzly in favor of the terms of the treaty, yet Athens
was the greatest gainer, for she once more became, although a small,
yet an independent and powerful State.

38. It was not long before ambition, and the resentment of past
injuries, involved. Sparta in mew wars. She compelled Mantinéa,!
which had formerly been her unwilling ally, to throw down her
walls, and dismember the city into its original divisions, under the
pretext that the Mantinéans had supplied one of the enemies of
Sparta with corn during the preceding war, and had evaded their
share of service in the Spartan army. The jealousy of Sparta was
next aroused against the rising power of Olyn’thus® which had
become engaged in hostilities with some rival cities; and the Spar-
tans readily accepted an invitation of the latter to send an army to
their aid. As one of the Spartan forces was marching through the
Theban territories on’ this errand, the Spartan general fraudulently
seized upon the Cadméia, or Theban citadel, although a state of
peace existed between Thebes and Sparta. (B. C. 382))

89. The political morality of the Spartans is clearly exhibited in
the arguments by which Agesildus justified this palpable breach of
the- treaty of Antal’ ¢idas. He declared that the only question for
the Spartan people to consider, was, whether they were gainers or
losers by the transaction. = The assertion made by the Athenians on
a former occasion was confirmed, that, “of all States, Sparta had
most glaringly shown by her conduct that in her political transactions
she mieasured honor by inclination, and justice by expediency.”

40. On the seizure of the Theban citadel the most patriotic of
the citizens fled to Athens, while a faction, upheld by the Spartan
marrison, ruled the city. After the Thebans had submitted to this
yoke four years they rose ‘against their tyrants and put them to
leath, and being re-enforced by the exiles, and an Athenian army,
soon forced the Spartan garrison to capitulate. (B. C. 379.) Pelop’”
idas and Epaminon’ das now appeared on the field of action, and by
their abilities raised Thebes, hitherto of but little political import-

1. Mantinéa was in the eastern part of Arcddia, seventeen miles west from Ar'gos. It was
situated in a marshy plain through which flowed the small river A’ phis, whose waters found
a subterranean passage to the sea. Mantinéa is wholly Indebted for its celebrity to the great
battle fought in its vicinity in the year 362 between the Spartans and Thebans. (See p. 91.)
The locality.of the battle was ahout three miles sonthwest from the city. The ruins of the
ancient town may be seen near the wretched modern hamlet of Palaiopoli. (Map No. L)

2. Olyn’ thus was in the south-castern part of Macedonla, six or seven miles north-east from
Potidz’a, (Map No. L)




Cuar IV] GRECIAN HISTORY. 91

ance, to the first rank n power among the Greelan States. Al
though Athens joined Thebes in the beginning of the contest, yet
she afterwards took the side of the Spartans. At Teg’yra,' Pe-
lop’ idas defeated a greatly superior force, and killed the two Spartan
generals; at Leuc’ tra,” Epaminon’ das, with a force of six thousand
Thebans, defeated the Lacedaemo’ nian army of more than double
that number. (B. C. July 8, 371.) Epaminon’das afterwards in-
vaded Lacdnia, and appeared before the very gates of Sparta, where
a hostile force had not been seen during five hundred years; and at
Mantinéa he defeated the enemy in the most sanguinary contest ever
fought between Grecians. (B. 0. 362.) But Epaminon’das fell in
the moment of victory, and the glory of Thebes perished with him.,
A general peace was soon after established, on the single econdition
that each State should retain its respective possessions.

41. Four years after the battle of Mantinéa the Grecian States
again became involved in domestie hostilities, known as the Sacred
War, the second in Grecian history to which that epi- v srooxp
thet was applied.2 During the preceding war, the Phé- 8ARED WaR,
cians,® although in alliance with Thebes by treaty, had shown such a
predilection in favor of Sparta, that the animosity of the Thebans
was roused against their reluctant ally, and they availed themselves
of the first opportunity to show their resentment. * The Phdcians
having taken into cultivation a portion of the plain of Del’ phos,
which was deemed sacred to Apéllo, the Thebans caused them to
be accused of sacrilege before the Amphictyon’ic council, which con-
demned them to pay a heavy fine. The Phdcians refused obcdlence,
and, encouraged by the Spartans, on whom a similar penalty had
been imposed for their treacherous occupation of the Theban citadel,
took up arms to resist the decree, and, under their leader, Philomé-
lus, plundered the sacred treasures of Del’ phos to obtain the means
for carrying on the war.

1. Teg'yra was a small vx]lage of Boeblla, near the northern shore of the Copaic Lake.,
(Map No. 1)

2. Leuc' tra (now Lefka) was a small town of Boeotia, about ten miles south-west from
Thebes, and four or five miles from the Corinthian Gulf. It is now only a heap of ruins.
(Map No. 1.)

3. Phécis was a small tract of country, bounded on the north by Thes’ saly, east by Beeotia,
south by the Corinthian Gulf, and west by Locris, Mtolia, and Doris. (Map No. L)

a. The first sacred war was carried on against the inhabitanis of the town of Cris’ sa, on the
northern shore of the Corinthian Gulf, in the time of Solon. The Crisseans were charged with
extortion and violence towards the strangers who passed through their territory on their way
to the Delphic sanctuary. “Cris'sa was razed to the ground, its harbor choked up, and its
fruitful plain turned into a wilderness.’—Thirwall, i. 152.
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42. The Thebans, Lécrians,! Thesslians, and nearly all the States
of Northern Greece, leagued against the Phéecians, while Athens
and Sparta declared in their favor, but gave them little active as-
sistance. At first the Thebans, confident in their strength, put
their prisoners to death, as abettors of sacrilege; but Philomélus
retaliated so severely upon some Thebans who had fallen into his
power, as to prevent a repetition of the erime. After the war had
continued five years, a new power -was brought forward on the
theatre of Grecian history, in the person of Philip, who had recently
established himself on the throne of Mac’edon, and whom some of
the Thessalian allies of Thebes applied to for aid against the Phé-
cians. The interference of Philip forms am important epoch in
Grecian affairs, at which we interrupt our narrative to trace the
growth of the Macedénian monarchy down to the time when its
history became united with that of its southern neighbors.

SECTION IIL

GRECIAN HISTORY FROM THE ESTABLISHMENT OF PHILIP ON THE THRONE OF
MAC’ EDON TO THE REDUCTION OF GREECE TO A ROMAN PROVINCE:
360 10 146 B. 0. = 214 YEARS.

ANALYSIS. 1. Geographical account of Macedonia.—2. Early history of Macedonia. Gre-
cian rulers, PmiLip oF Mac’ EpoN.—3. Philip’s residence at Thebes.—4. His usurpation of the
kingdom of Mac'edon. His wars with the Illyr’ fans and other tribes. His first efforts against
the Phocians.—5. Philip reduces Phocis. Decree of the Amphictyon’ ic council agalnst Phocis.
Growing influence of Philip.—6. The ambitious projects of Philip. [[llyr'ia. Epirus. Acar-
nania.]—7. Rupture between Philip and the Athenians, [Chersoné¢sus.] Devotion of the
orator /Es’ chines to Philip. [Amphis’ea.] Philip throws off the mask. [Elatéia.]—8, Thebes
and Athens prepare to oppose him. Dissensions.—9. The masterly policy of Philip. The con-
federacy against him dissolved by the battle of Cheronéa. [Chwmronéa.]—10. Philip’s treaiment
of the Thebans and the Athenians. General congress of the Grecian States, and death of
Philip.

11. AvLexanper succeeds Philip. He quolls the revolt against him. His cruel treatment of
the Thebans.—12. Servility of Athens. Preparations of Alexander for his career of Eastern
conquest.—13. Results of his first campaign. [Gran'icus, Halicarnas’ sus.]—14. He resumes
his march in the spring of 333. Defeats Darius at Is’sus. [Cappadocia. Cllic' fa. Is’sus}
Results of the battle. Effect of Alexander’s kindness.—15. Reduction of Palestine. [Gaza.)
Expedition into Egypt. [Alexandria.] Alexander returns and crosses the Euphrates in search
of Darius.—16. The opposing forces at the battle of Arbéla. [Arbéla. India.]—17. Results of
the battle, and death of Darius.—18. Alexander’s residence at Babylon. His march beyond

1. The Léerians proper inhabited a small territory on the northern shore of the Corinthlan
Gulf, west of Phocis. There were other Lécrian tribes north-east of ®hécis, whose territory
pordered on the Eubce'an Gulf. (Map No. I.)
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the Indus. [Hyphasis R.]—19. His retrn to Persia. [Persian Gulf. Gedrésia.] His meas
ures for consolidating his empire.—~20. His sickness and death.—21. His character.—22, As
judged of by hisactions. The results of his conquests. [Seleiicia.J—23. Contentions that followed
his death.—24. Grecian confederacy against Macedonian supremacy. Sparta and Thebes. Athens
is finally- compelled to yield to Antip’ ater.—25. Cassan’ der’s usurpation, Views and conquests
of Antig'onus, Final dlssolution of the Macedonian empire. [Ip’sus. Phryg’ia.]

96. The four kingdoms that arose on the ruins of the empire. Those of Egypt and Syria the
most powerful.—27. The empire of Cassan’der. Usurpation of Demétrius. Character of hig
government. 'The war carried on against him.—28. Unsettled state of Mac’ edon, Greece, and
Western Asia.—29. Celtic invasion of Mac'edon. [Adriat’ic. Pannénia.]—30. Second Celtic
invasion. The Celis are repelled by the Phocians, Death of Brennus, their chief.—31, Antig’-
onus, son of Demétrius, recovers the throne of his father. Is invaded by Pyr'rhus, king of
Epirus.—32. Pyr'rhus marches into Southern Greece. Is repulsed by the Spartans. He enters
Ar'gos. His death.—33. Remarks on the death of Pyr'rhus. Ambitious views of Antlg’ onus

34, Tae AcHE' AN LEAGUE. Aratus seizes Sicyon, which joins the league.—~35. Aratus
rescues Corinth, which at first joins the league. Conduct of Athens and Sparta.—36. Antig'-
onus IL.—37. League of the /tolians, who invade the Messénians. [ZEtolla.] Defeat of Ara-
tus. General war between the respective members of the two leagues.—38. Results of this
war. The war between the Romans and Carthaginians, Policy of Philip II. of Mac’edon.—
39. He enters into an alliance with the Carthaginians. Hig defeat at Apollonia. [Apollonia.]
—40. He causes the death of Aratus. Roman intrigues in Greece.—41. Overihrow of Philip’s
power. The Romans promise independence to Greece.—42. Remarks on the sincerity of the
promise. Treatment of the Atolians. Extinction of the Macedonian monarchy. [Pyd’na.]
—43. Unjast treatment of the Achw’ans, Roman ambassadors insulied.—44. The Ach='an
war, and reduction of Greece to a Roman province. Remarks of Thirwall.—45. Ilenceforward
Grecian history is absorbed in that of Rome. Condition of Greece since the Persian wars. In
the days of Strabo.

CoTEMPORARY HisToRrv.—1. Cotemporary annals of other nations :—Persians—Egyptians.—
HisTory or THE JEWs.—2. Rebuilding of the second temple of Jerusalem. The Jews during
the reigns of Xerxes and Artaxerxes. Nehemiah’s administration.—3. Judea a part of the sat’
rapy of Syria. Judea after the division of Alexander’s empire. Judea invaded by Ptolemy
Soter.—4. Judea subject to Egypt. Ptolemy-Philadelphus. The Jews place themselves under
the rule of Syria.—3. Civil war among the Jews. Antiochus plunders Jerusalem. Attempts to
establish the Grecian polytheism.—6, Revolt of the Mac’cabees—7. Continuation of the war
with Syria. [Bethoron.] Death of Judas Maccabéus.—S8. The Syrians become masters of the
country. Prosperity of the Jews under Simon Maccabéus.—9. The remaining history of the
Jews.

10, GreciaN Coronies. Those of Thrace, Mac’edon, and Asia Minor. Of Italy, Sicily, and
Cyrendica. 11, MaeNa GrREcIA. Early settlernents in western Italy and in Sicily. [Camae.
Neap'olis. Nax'os. Geéla. Messina. Agrigen’tum.}—12. On the south-eastern coast of
Italy, History of Syb’ aris, Crotona, and Taren'tum. [Description of the same.]—13. Firsttwo
centuries of Sicilian history. [Him’era,] Géla and Agrigen’tnm. The despot Gélo.—14. Grow-
ing power of Syracuse under his authority.—15. The Carthaginians in Sicily—defeated by Gélo,
[Panor’ mus,]—16. Hiero and Thrasybalus. [/Etna.] Revolution and change of government.—
17. Civil commotions and renewed prosperity, [Kamarina.]—18. Syracuse and Agrigen’tum at
the time of the breaking out of the Peloponnésian war. The Ton'ic and Dorian cities of Sicily
during the struggle. Sicilian congress.—19. Quarrel between the cities of Selinus and Eges'ta.
[Description of the same.] The Athenian expedition to Sicily.. [Cat’ ana.}—20. Events up to
the beginning of the siege of Syracuse.~21. Death of Lam' achus, and arrival of Gylip* pus, the
Spartan.~22, Both parties reinforced—various baitles—total defeat of the Athenians.—23. Car-
thaginian encroachments in Sicily—resisted by Dionys'ius the Elder. Division between the
Greek and Carthaginian territories. [Him’era.J—24. The administration of Timoleon. Of
Agath’ ocles. The Romans become masters of Sicily.

25, CyrExNA'1cA.—Colonized by Lacedeeméni Cyréne its chief city. Itsascendancy over
the Libyan tribes. War with the Egyptians.—26, Tyranny of Agesilaus—founding of Bar'ca
—the war which followed. Agesilaus. Civil dissensions. Camby’ses.—27. Subsequent his-
tory of Cyréne and Bar’ca. Digfinguished Cyréneans. Cyréneans mentioned in Bible history.
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1. Mac’ epox, or Macedénia, whose boundarics varied greatly at
different times, had its south-eastern borders on the AB'gean Sea,
while farther north it was bounded by the river Stry’ mon, which
separated it from Thrace, and on the south by Thes’ saly and Epi-
rus. On the west Macedonia embraced, at times, many of the II-
lyrian tribes which bordered on the Adriatic. On the north the
natural boundary was the mountain chain of Hee'mus. The prin-
cipal river of Maceddnia was the Axius (now the Vardar), which fell
into the Thermaic Gulf, now called the Gulf of Salon’ iki.

2. The history of -Macedénia down to the time of Philip, the
father of Alexander the Great, is involved in great obscurity. . The
early Macedénians appear to have been an Illyr’ian tribe, differ-
ent in race and language from the Hellénes or Greeks: but Herod'-
otus states that the Macedénian monarchy was founded by Greeks
from Ar’gos; and according to Greek writers, twelve or fifteen

1. pminip op Orecian princes reigned there before the accession of

mac’kvox. - Philip, who took charge of the government about the
year 360 B. C., not as monarch, but as guardian of the infant son
of his elder brother. c

3. Philip had previously passed several years at Thebes, as a
hostage, where he eagerly availed himself of the excellent oppor-
tunities which that city afforded for the acquisition of various kinds
of knowledge. He successfully cultivated the study of the Greek
language ; and in the conversation of such generals and statesmen
as Epaminon’ das, Pelop’ idas, and- their friends, became acquainted
with the details of the military tactics of the Grecks, and learned
the nature and working of their democratical institutions. Thus,
with the superior mental and physical endowments which nature had
given him, he became eminently fitted for the part which he after-
wards bore in the‘intricate game of Grecian politics.

4. After Philip had successfully defended the throne of Mac’ edon
during several years, in behalf ‘of his nephew, his military suceesses
cnabled him to take upon himself the kingly title, probably with the
unanimous consent of both the army and the nation. He annexed
several Thracian towns to his dominions, reduced the Illyr’ ians and
other nations on his northern and western borders, and was at times
an ally, and at others an enemy, of Athens. At length, during the
sacred war against the Phocians, the invitation which he received
from the Thessilian allies of Thebes, as already noticed. afforded
hire a pretence, which he had long coveted, for & more active inter-
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ference in the affairs of his southern neighbors. On entering Thes"-.
saly, however, on his southern march, he was at first repulsed by the

Phéeians and their allies, and obliged to retire into Macedénia, but,

soon returning at the head of a more numerous army, he defeated

the enemy in a decisive battle, and would have marched upon Phéeis

at once to terminate the war; but he found the pass of Thermop’ ylee

strongly guarded by the Athenians, and thought it prudent to with-

draw his forces.

5. Still the sacred war lingered, although the Phécians desired
peace; but the revengeful spirit of the Thebans was not allayed ;
Philip was again urged to crush the profaners of the national re-
ligion, and having succeeded, in spite of the warnings of the patriotic
Demosthenes, in lulling the suspicions of the Athenians with pro
posals of an advantageous peace, he marched into Phécis, and com-
pelled the enemy to surrender at discretion. The Amphicfyon’ ic
council, being now reinstated in its ancient authority, with the power
of Philip to enforce its decrees, doomed Phoecis to lose her inde-
pendence forever, to have her cities levelled with the ground, and
her population, after being distributed in villages of not more than
fifty dwellings, to pay a yearly tribute of sixty talents to the temple,
until the wheie amount of the plundered treasure should be restored.
Finally, the two votes which the Phdcians had possessed in the
Amphictyon’ic council were transferred to the king of Mac' edon’
and  his successors.- The influence which Philip thus obtained ‘in
the councils of the Grecians paved the way for the overthrow of
their liberties.

6. From an early period of his career Philip had aspired to the
sovereignty of all Greece, as a secondary object that should prepare
the way for the conquest of Persia, the great aim and end of all his
ambitious projects; and after the close of the sacred war he accord-
ingly exerted himself to extend his power and influence, either by
arms or mnegotiation, on every side of his dominions; but his in-
trigues in At'tica, and among the Peloponnésian States, were for a
time counteracted by the glowing and patriotic eloquence of the
Athenian Demosthenes, the greatest of Grecian orators. In his
military operations  Philip ravaged Illyr’ia'—reduced Thes’saly
more nearly to a Macedénian province-—conquered a. part of the

1. The term Illyr' ia, or Illyr' icum was applied to the country tordering on the eastern shore
of the Adriatic, and extendiag from the northern extremity of the Gulf south {0 the borderl
of Epirus. (Map No. VIIL)
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Thracian territory—extended his power into Epirus and Acarnénia’
—and would have gained a footing in K’lis and Achiia, on the
*western coast of the Peloponnésus, had it not been for the watchful
jealousy of Athens, which concerted a league among several of the
States to repel his encroachments.

7. The first open rupture with the Athenians occurred while
Philip was engaged in subduing the Grecian cities on the Thracian
coast of the Hel’ lespont, in what was called the Thracian Chersoné-
sus.’ A little later, the Amphictyon’ic council, through the influ-
ence of Zls’chines, an orator second only to Demosthenes, but
secretly devoted to the interests of the king of Mac’ edon, appointed
Philip to conduet a war against Amphis’sa,® a Lécrian town, which
had been convicted of a sacrilege similar to that of the Phéeians.
Tt was now that Philip, hastily passing through Thrace at the head
of & powerful army, first threw off the mask, and revealed his de-
signs against the liberties of Greece by seizing and fortifying
Elatéia* the capital of Phoeis which was conveniently situated for
commanding the entrance into Beedtia.

& The Thebans and the Athenians, suddenly awaklng from their
dream of sccurity, from which all the eloquent appeals of Demosthe-
nes had not hitherto been able to arouse them; prepared to defend
their territories from invasion ; but most of the Peloponnésian States
kept aloof through indifference, rather than through fear. Even in
Thebes and Athens there were parties whom the gold and persua-
sions of Philip had converted into allies; and when the armies
marched forth to battle, dissensions pervaded their ranks. The
spirit of Grecian liberty had already been extinguished.

9. The masterly policy of Philip still led him to declare that the
sacred war against Amphis’ sa, with the conduet of which he had

1. JAcarnénia, lying south of Epirus, also bordered on the Adriatic, or Ionian sea. From
ZEtolia on the east it was separated by the Acheloiis, probably the largest river in Greece.
The Acarnénians were almost constantly at war with the Ztélians, and were far behind the
rest of the Greeks in mental culture. (Map No. 1.)

2. The Thracian Chersonésus (“Thracian peninsula”) was a peninsula of Thrace, between
the Melian Gulf (now Gulf of Saros) and the Iel'lespont. The fertility of its soil early attracted
the Grecians to its shores, which soon became crowded with flourishing and popular cities.
(Map No. IIL) -

3. [Amphis' sa, the chief town of Lécris, was about seven miles west from Delphi, near the
head of the Crissean Gulf, now Gulf of Salona, a branch of the Corinthian Gulf, The modern
town of Salona represents the ancient Amphis' sa. (JMap No. L)

4, Elatéia, a city in the north-east of Phocls, on the left bank of the Cephis’ sus, was about
twenty-five miles porth-east from Delphi. Its ruins are to be seen on a site called Elephta.
(Map No. Ly



Caar. IV | GRECIAN HISTORY. ? 97

been intrusted by the Amphictyon’ic council, was his only object;
and he had a plausible excuse for entering Beedtia when the The-
bans and Atheuians appeared as the allies of a city devoted by the
gods to destruction. At Chaeronéa’ the hostile armies met, nearly
equal in number;- but there was no Per’ icles, nor Epaminon’ das, to
match the warlike abilities of Philip and the young prince Alex.
ander, the latter of whom commanded a wing of the Macedénian
army. The day was decided against the Grecians, although their
loss in battle was not large ; but the event broke up the feeble con-
federacy against Philip, and left each of the allied States at his
mercy. '

10. While Philip treated the Thebans with some severity, and
obliged them to ransom their prisoners, and resign a portion. of
their territory, he exercised a degree of lenity towards the Athen-
ians which excited general surprise—offering them terms of peace
which they themselves would scarcely have ventured to propose to
him. He next assembled a congress of all the Grecian States, at
Corinth, for the purpose of settling the affairs of Greece. . Here all
his proposals were adopted, war was declared against Persia, and
Philip was appointed commander-in-chief of the Grecian forces; but
while he was making preparations for his great enterprise he was
assagsinated on a public occasion by a Maceddnian nob]eman, in re-
venge for some private wrong.

11. Alexander, the son of Philip, then at the age of twenty years,
succeeded his father on the throne of Mac’ edon. At once the Illyr’-
ians, Thracians, and other northern tribes that had been SRR
made tributary by Philip, took up arms to recover their pur tuE
independence; but Alexander quelled the spirit of re..  GREAT
volt in a single campaign. During his absence on this expedition, the
Grecian States, headed by the Thebans and Athenians, made prepara-
tions to shake off the yoke of Mac’ edon; but Alexander, whose marches
were unparalleled for their rapidity, suddenly appeared in their midst.
Thebes, the first object of his vengeance, was- taken by assault, in
which six thousand of her warriors were slain. * Ever distinguished
by her merciless treatment of her conquered enemies, she was now

1. The plain of Ckeronéa, on which the battle was fcught, is on the southern bank of the
Cephis’ sus river, in Bueoliz, a few miles from its entrance into the Copalc Jake. ~Inthe year
447 B. C. the Athentans had ‘been defeated on the same spot by.the B@étians ;-and in the
yeur 86 B. C, the same place witnessed a bloody engagement between. the Romans, under
8ylla, and the troops of Mithridates. (Jap No. L)

B
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doomed to suffer the extreme penalties of war which she had often
inflicted on others. Most of the city was levelled with the ground,
and thirty thousand prisoners, besides women and children, were con:
demned to slavery.

12. The other Grecian States which had provoked the resentment
of Alexander, hastily renewed their submission; and Athens, with
servile homage, sent an embassy to congratulate the youthful hero on
his recent successes. Alexander accepted the excuses of all, renewed
the confederacy which his father had formed, and having intrusted
the government of Greece and Mac’edon to Antip’ ater, one of his
generals, set out on his career of eastern conquest, at the head of an
army of only thirty-five thousand men, and taking with him a treasury
of only seventy talents of silver. He had even distributed nearly all
the remaining property of his crown among his friends ; and when he
was asked by Perdic’ cas what he had reserved for himself, he an-
swered, “ My nopes.”

13. Early in the spring of the year 334, Alexander crossed the
Hel’ lespont, and a few days later defeated an immense Persian army
on the eastern bank of the Gran’icus,' with the loss on his part of
only eighty-five horsemen and thirty light infantry. . Proceeding
thence south towards the coast, the gates of Sardis and Eph’esus
were thrown open to him; and although at Milétus and Halicar-
nas’ sus® he' met with some resistance, yet before the close of the
first campaign he was undisputed master of all Asia Minor.

14. Early in the following spring (B. C. 333), he directed his
march farther eastward, through Cappadécia® and Cilic'ia,* and on
the coast of the latter, near the small town of Is’sus’®again met

1. The Gran' icus, the same as the Turkish Demotiko, is aa small stream of Mys'ia, in Asia
Minor, which flows from Mount I" da, east of Troy, northward into the Propon’tis, or Sea of
Marméra. (Map No, IV.)

2. Halicarnas' sus, the principal city of Caria, was situated on the northern shore of the
Cor’ amic Gulf, now Gulf of Kos, one hundred miles south from Smyrna. Halicarnas’ sus was
*he birth-place of Herod' otus the historian, of Dionys’us the historian and critic, and of Hera-
clitus the poet. It was Artemis’ia, queen of Caria, who erected the splendid mausoleum, or
tomb, to her husband, Mausolus. The Turkish town of Beedroom is on the site of the ancient
Halicarnas’ sus. . Near the modern town are to be seen old walls, exquisite sculptures, frag-
ments of columns, and the remains of a theatre two hundred and eighty feet in diameter,
which secms to have had thirty-six rows of marble seats. (JMap No. IV.)

3. Cappadécia was an interior province of Asia Minor, south-east of Galatia. (JMap No. IV.)

4. Cili¢' ia wassouth of Cappadocia, on the coast of the Mediterranean, (Map No. IV.)

5. Is' sus (now Aiasse, or Urzin) was a sea-port town of Cilic’ la, at the porth-eastern ex-
tremity of the Mediterranean, and at the head of the Gulf of Is'sus, The plaiu between the
sea and the mountains, where the battle was fought, was less than two miles in widthy—a suf

ficient space for the evolutions of the Mac’ edonian phalanx, but not large enough for the man-
ceuvres of 80 great an army as that of Darius, (Map No.1V,)
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the Persian army, numbering seven . hundred thousand men, and
commanded by Darfus himself, king of Persia. In the battle which
followed, Alexander, as usual, led on his army in person, and fought
in the thickest of the fight. The result was a total rout of the Per-
sians, with a loss of more than a hundred thousand men, while that
of the Greeks and Macedénians was less than five hundred. The
Persian monarch fled in the beginning of the engagement, leaving
his mother, wife, daughters, and an infant son, to the mercy of the
vietor, who treated them with the greatest kindness and respect.
‘When, afterwards, Darius heard, at the same time, of the generous
treatment of his wife, who was accounted the most beautiful woman
in Asia;—of her death from sudden illness, and of the magnificent
burial which she had received from the conqueror,—he lifted up his
hands to heaven and prayed, that if his kingdom were to pass from
himself, it might be transferred to Alexander.

15. The conqueror next directed his march southward through
northern Syria and Palestine. At Damascus a vast amount of
treasure belonging to the king of Persia fell into his hands: the
city of Tyre, after a vigorous siege of seven months, and a desperate
resistance, was taken by storm, and thirty thousand of the Tyrians
sold as slaves. (B. C. 332.) After the fall of Tyre, all the cities
of Palestine submitted, except Gaza,* which made as obstinate a de-
fence as Tyre, and was as severely punished. = From Palestine Alex.
ander proceeded into Egypt, which was eager to throw off the Per-
sian tyranny, and he took especial care to conciliate the priests by
the honors which he paid to the Egyptian gods. After having
founded a new city, which he named Alexandria,® and crossed the

1. Gaza, an early Philistine city of great natural strength in the south-western part of Palestine,
was sixteen miles south of Ascalon, and but a short distance from the Mediterranean. The
place was called Constantia by the Romans, and is now called Rassa by the Arabs. (MapNo. VL)

2. Alexzandria is about fourteen miles south-west from the Canopic, or most western branch
of the Nile, and is built partly on the ridge of land between the sea and the bed of the old
Lake Mareotis, and partly on the peninsula (formerly island) of Pharos, which projects into
the Mediterranean. Alexandria, the site of which was most admirably chosen by its founder,
is the only port on the Egyptian coast that has deep water, and that is accessible at all sea-
sons. Lake Marebtis, which for many ages after the Greek and Roman dominion in Egypt
was mostly dried up, and whose bed was lower than the surface of the Mediterranean, had no
outlet to the sea until the English, in the year 1801, opened a passage into it from the Bay
of Aboukir, when it soon resumed its ancient extent. The ancient canal from Alexandria to the
Nile, a distance of forty-eight miles, was reopened in 1819. While the commerce of the Indies
was carried on by way of the Red Séa and the Isthmus of Suez, Alexandria was a great com-
merctal emporium, but it rapidly declined after the discovery of the passage to India by way
of the Cape of Good Hope. It is probable that the commerce of the east, through the agency
of steam, will again flow, to a great extent, in the ancient channel, and that Alexandria wiil
8gain bocome a great comercial emporium, (Afap No, V.)
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Libyan desert to consult the oracle of Jipiter Am’ mon, he returned
to Palestine, when, learning that Darius was making vast prepara-
tions to oppose him, he crossed the Kuphrates, and directed his
march into the very heart of the Persian empire, declaring that ¢ the
world could no more admit two masters than two suns.”

16. On a beautiful plain twenty miles distant from the town of
Arbéla,’ whence the battle derives its name, the Persian monarch,
surrounded by all the pomp and luxury of Kastern magnificence, had
collected the remaining strength of his empire, consisting of an
army, as stated by some authors, of more than a million of foot
soldiers, and forty thousand cavalry, besides two hundred scythed
chariots, and fifteen elephants brought from the west of India.® To
oppose this force Alexander had only forty thousand foot soldiers,
and seven thousand cavalry, but they were well armed and discip-
lined, confident of victory, and led by an able general who had never
experienced a defcat, and who directed the operations of the battle
in person. (B. C. 331.)

17.: Darius sustained the conflict with better judgment and more
courage than at Is’sus, but the cool intrepidity of* the Macedénian
phalanx was irresistible, and the field of battle soon became a scene
of slaughter, in which, some say, forty thousand, and others, three
hundred thousand of the barbarians were slain, while the loss of
Alexander did not exceed five hundred men. Although Darius es-
caped with # portion of his body-guard, yet the result of the battle
decided the contest,and gave to Alexander the dominion of the Per-
sian empire. Not long after, Darius himself was slain by one of
his own officers.

18. Soon after the battle of Arbéla, Alexander proceeded to
Babylon, and during four years remained in the heart of Persia, re
ducing to subjection the chiefs who still struggled for independence,
and regulating the government of the conquered provinces. Am-
bitious of farther conquests, he passed the Indus, and invaded the
country of the Indian king Pérus, whom he defeated in a sanguinary
engagement, and took prisoner. When brought into the presence
of Alexander, and asked how he would be treated, he replied, « Like

a king ;" and so pleased was the conqueror with the lofty demeanor
1. Ardéla was about forty miles east of the Tigris, and twenty miles south-cast from the
plain of Gauganila, where the battle was fought. Gaugaméla, a small hamlet, was a short
distanee south-cast from tho site of Nineveh.
2, The term Jndia was applied by the ancient geographers to all that part of Asia which is
east of the river Indus. (Map No. V,)
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of the captive, and with the valor whieh he had shown in battle, that
he not only re-instated him in his royal dignity, but conferred upon
him a large addition of territory. Alexander continued his march
eastward until he reached the Hyrhdasis,' the most eastern tributary
of the Indus, when his troops, seeing no end of their toils, refused
to follow him farther, and he was reluctantly forced to abandon the
career of conquest which he had marked out for himself to the
eastern ocean.

19. Resolving to return into Central Asia by a new route, he de-
scended the Indus to the sea, whence, after sending a fleet with a
portion of his forces around through the Persian Gulf? to the Eu-
phrites, he marched with the rest of his army through the 'barren
wastes of Gedrésia,® and after much suffering and considerable loss,
arrived onee more in the fertile provinees of Persia.  For somé time
after his return his attention was engrossed with plans for organizing,
on a permanent basis, the government of the mighty empire which
he had won. Aiming to unite the conquerors and the conquered,
so as to form out of both a nation independent alike of Maceddnian
and of Persian prejudices, he married Statira, the oldest daughter of
Darfus, and united his-principal officers with Persian and Median
women of the noblest families, while ten thousand of his soldiers
were induced to follow the example of their saperiors.

20. But while he was occupied with these cares, and with dreams
of future conquests, his carcer was suddenly terminated by death.
On setting out to visit Babylon, soun after the decease of an inti-
mate friend, which had caused a great depression of his spirits, he
was warned by the magicians that Babylon would be fatal to him;
but he proceeded to the city, wifere, haunted by gloomy'forebodings
and superstitious fancies, he endeavored to dispel his melancholy by
indulging more freely in the pleasures of the table.. Excessive drink
ing at length brought to a crisis a fever, which he had probably con

1. The Hyphésis, now called Beydk, or Beas, is the most eastern tributary of the Indu
The Sutledge, which enters the Beyah from the east, has been mistaken by some writers fortk
ancient Hyphasis. (Map No, V.)

2. The Persian Gulf is an extensive arm of the Indian ocean, separating Southern Pers «
from Arabia. During a long period it was the thoroughfare for tae commerce belween U v
western world and Incdia. The navigation of the Gulf, especially along the Arabian coast, s
tedious and difficult, owing to its numerous islands and reefs. The Rahrein lstands, neur 1 €
Arabian shore, are celebrated for their pearl fisheries, which yield peurls of the value of more
«han a million dollars annually. (Map No. V.)

3. Gedrésia, corresponding to the modern Persian province of Mekran, is 2 sandy and barren
region, extending along the shore of the Indian Ocean from the river Indus to the monte of
the Persian Gulf. (JMap No, V.) '
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tracted in the marshes of Assyria, and which suddenly terminated his
life in the thirty-third year of his age, and the thirteenth of his
reign. (B. C. May, 324.)

21. The character of Alexander has aﬁ'orded matter for much discus-
sion, and is, to this day, a subject of dispute. =~ At times- he was
guilty of remorseless and unnecessary cruelty to the vanquished, and
in a fit of passion he slew the friend who had. saved his life; but on
other occasions he was distinguished by an excess of lenity, and by
the most noble generosity and benevolence. His actions and char-
acter were indeed of a mixed nature, which is the reason that some
have regarded him as little more than a heroic madman, while others
give him the honor of vast and enlightened views of policy, which
aimed at founding, among nations hitherto barbarous, a solid and
flourishing empire. %

22. If we are to judge by his actions, however, rather than by his
supposed moral motives, he was, in reality, one of the greatest of
men ; great, not only in the vast compass and persevering ardor of
his ambition, which “ wept for more worlds to ‘conquer,” but great in
the objects and aims which ennobled it, and great because his adven-
turous spirit and personal daring never led him into deeds of rash-
ness; for his boldest military undertakings weére ever guided by
sagacity and prudence. The conquests of Alexander were highly
beneficial in their results to the conquered people; for his was the
first of the great monarchies founded in Asia that contained any ele-
ment of moral and intellectual progress—that opened a prospect of
advancing improvement, and not of continual degradation, to its
subjects. To the commercial world it opened new countries, and
new channels of trade, and gave a salutary stimulus to industry and
mercantile activity: nor were these benefits lost when the empire
founded by Alexander broke in pieces in the hands of his sucecessors;
for the passages which he opened, by sea and by land, between the
Buphrates and the Indus, had become the highways of the commerce
of the Indics; Babylon remained a famous port until its rival, Seleu’-
cia,* arose into eminence ; and Alexandria long continued to receive
and pour out an inexhaustible tide of wealth.

1. Seleu’ cia, built by Seleu’ cus, one of Alexander’s generals, was situated on the western
bank of the Tigris, about forty-five miles north of Babylon. Seleu’cus designed it as a free
Grecian city ; and many ages after the fall of the Macedonian emnpire, it refained the charac-
teristics of a Grecian colony,—arts, military virtue, and the love of freedom. When at the
helght of its prosperity it contained a population of six hundred thousand citizens, governsd by
8 senate of three hundred nobles.
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23. The sulden death of Alexander left the governnient in a very
unsettled condition. Ashe had appointed no successor, several of hig
generals contended for the throne, or for the regency during the
minority of his sons; and hence arose a series of intrigues, and
bloody wars, which, in the ecourse of twenty-three years, caused the
destruction of the entire family of Alexander, and ended in the dis-
solution of the Maceddnian empire.

24. When intelligence of the death of Alexander reached Greece,
the country was already on the eve of a revolution against Antip’-
ater ; and Demosthenes, still the foremost advocate of liberty, now
found little difficulty in uniting several of the States with Athens in
a confederacy against Macedénian supremacy. Sparta, however, was
too proud to act under her ancient rival, and Thebes no longer ex-
isted. Antip’ ater attempted to secure the straits of Thermop’ ylos
against the confederates, but he was met by Leos’ thenes, the Athe-
nian general, and defeated. ' Eventually, however, Antip’ ater, having
received strong reinforcements from Mac’ edon, attacked the confeder-
ates, and completely annihilated their army. Athens was compelled
to abolish her democratic form of government, to receive Macedénian
garrisons in her fortresses, and to surrender-a number of her most
famous orators, including Demosthenes. The latter, to avoid falling
into the hands of Antip’ater, terminated his life by poison.

25. Antip’ ater, at his death, left the government in the hands of
Polysper’ chon, as regent during the minority of a son of Alexander;
but Cagsan’ der, the son of Antip’ ater, soon after usurped the sover-
eignty of Greece and Mac' edon, and, for the greater security of hig
power, caused all the surviving members of the family of Alexander
to be put to death. Antig’ onus, another of Alexander’s generals,
had before this time overrun Syria and Asia Minor, and his am-
bitious views extended to the undivided sovereignty of all the coun-
tries which had been ruled by Alexander. Four of the most powerful
of the other generals, Ptol’ emy, Seleu’ cus, Lysim’ achus, and Cas-
san’ der, formed a league against him, and fought with him the
famous battle of Ip’sus,®in Phryg’ia,” which ended in the defeat
and death of Antig’ onus, the destruction of the power which he had
raised, and the final dissolution of the Macedénian empire, three
hundred and one years before the Christian era.

L Ip' sus was a city of Phryg'’ ia, near the southern boundary of Galatia, but its exact lo-
cality is unknown. (Map No. IV.)
2. Phryg’ia was the central province of western Asia Minor. (Maps Nos. IV, and V)



R e e e

104 ANCIENT HISTORY. [Parx T

26. A new partition of the provinces was now made into four in-
dependent kingdorns. Ptol’emy was confirmed in the possession of
Egypt, together with Lib’ ya, and part of the neighboring territories
of Arabia; Seleu’ cus received the countries embraced in the east-
ern conquests of Alexander, and the whole region between the coast
of Syria and the Iuphréates; but the whole of this vast empire soon
dwindled into the Syrian’ monarchy: Lysim’achus received the
northern and western portions of Asia Minor, as an appendage to his
kingdom of Thrace; while Cassan’der received the sovereignty of
Greece and Mac’ edon.  Of these kingdoms, the most powerful were
Syria and Egypt; the former of which continued under the dynasty
of the Seleu’ cidee, and the latter under that of the Ptol’ emies, until
both were absorbed in the growing dominion of the Roman empire.
Of the kingdom of Thrace under Lysim’ achus, we shall have ocea-
sion to speak in its farther connection with Grecian history.

27. Cassan’ der survived the establishment of his power only four
years. After his death his two sons quarrelled for the succession,
and called in the aid of foreigners to enforce their claims.c Demé-
trius, son of Antig"onus, having seized the opportunity of inter-
ference in their disputes, cut off the brother who had invited his aid,
and made himself master of the throne of Mac’ edon, which was en-
joyed by his posterity, except during a brief interruption after his
death, down to the time of the Roman conquest. Demétrius possessed
in addition to Mac’edon, Thes'saly, At' tica, and Boeotia, together
with a great portion of the Peloponnésus; but his government was
that of a pure military despotism, which depended on the army for
support, wholly independent of the good will of the people. Aim-
ing to recover his father's power in Asia, he excited the jealousy of
Selen’ cus, king of Syria, who was able to induce Lysim’ achus, of
Thrace, and Pyr’ rhus, king of Epirus, to commence a war against
him. The latter twice overran Macedénia, and cven seized the
throne, which he held during a few months, while Demétrius was
driven from the kingdom by his own rebellious subjects; but his son
Antig’ onus maintained himself in Peloponnésus, waiting a favorable
opportunity of placing himself on the throne of his father.

28. During a number of years Mac'edon, Greece, and Western
Asia, were harassed with the wars excited by the various aspirants
to power. Lysim’achus was defeated and slain in a war with Se-
len’ cus; and the latter, invading Thrace, was assassinated by
Ptol” emy Cerau’ nus, who then usurped the government of Thra'e
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and Mac' edon. In this situation of affairs, a storm, unseen in the
distance, but which had long been gathering, suddeuly burst upon
Mac’ edon, threatening to convert, by its ravages, the whole Grecian
peninsula into a scene of desolation.

29. A vast horde of barbarians of the Celtic race had for some
time been accumulating around the head waters of the Adriat’ic,*
making Pannoénia® the chief seat of their power. Influenced by
hopes of plunder, rather than of conquest, they suddenly appeared
on the frontiers of Mac'edon, and sent an embassy to Cerau’ nus,
offering peace if he were willing to purchase it by tribute. A
haughty defiance from the Maceddnian served only to quicken the
march of the invaders, who defeated and killed Cerau’nus in a great
battle, and so completely routed his army that almost all were slain
or taken. (B. C.280.) The conquerors then overran all Mac’ edon
to the borders of Thes'saly, and a detachment made a devastating
inroad into the rich vale of the Penéus. The walled towns alone,
which the barbarians had neither the skill nor the patience to reduce
by siege, held out until the storm had spent its fury, when the Celts,
scattered over the country in plundering parties, having met with
some reverses, gradually withdrew from a country where there was
little left to tempt their cupidity.

30. In the following year (279 B. C.) another band of Celts, esti-
mated at two hundred thousand men, under the guidance of their
principal Brenn or chief, called Bren’ nus, overran Macedénia with
little resistance, and passing through Thessaly, threatened to extend
their ravages over southern Greece; but the allied Grecians, under
the Athenian general, Cal’ lipus, met them at Thermop’ yle, and at
- first repulsed them with considerable loss. - Eventually, however,
the secret path over the mountains was betrayed to the Celts as it
had been to the Persian army of Xerxes, and the Grecians were
forced to retreat. A part of the barbarian army, under Brén'nus,
then marched into Phéeis, for the purpose of plundering Delphi;
but their atrocities roused against them the whole population, and
they found their entire march, over roads mountainous and difficult,

1. The Adriat’ ic or Hadriatic (now most generally called the Qulf of Penice) is that large
arm of the Meditérianean sea which lies between Italy and the opposite shores ot Illyr’ ia,
Epirus, and Greece. The southern portion of the guif is now, as anciently, calied the Isnian
sea. The Adriat’ ic derived its name from the once flourishing sea-port town of A’dria north
of the river Po. The harbor of A'dria has long been filled up by the mud and other deposits
brought down by the rivers, and the town is now nineteen miles inland. (Map No, VIIL)

2. Pannénia, afterwards a Roman province, was north of Illyr' ia, haying the Danube for ita
northern and eastern boundary. (Map No. VIII & IX.).
*
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beset with encmies burning for revenge. The invaders also suffered
greatly from the cold and storms in the defiles of the mountains. It
was said that the gods fought for the sacred temple, and that an
earthquake rent the rocks, and brought down huge masses on the
heads of the assailants. Certain it is that the invaders, probably
acted upon by superstitious terror, were repulsed and disheartened.
Bren' nus, who had been wounded before Delphi, is said to have killed
himself in despair; and only a remnant of the barbarians regained
their original seats on the Adriat'ic. .

31. After the repulse of the Celts, Antig’ onus, the son of Demé-
trius, was able to gain possession of the throne of Mac’ edon, but he
found a formidable competitor in Pyr’ rhus, king of Epirus, who re-
solved to add Mac' edon, and, if possible, the whole of Greece to his
own dominion. Pyr'rhus had no sooner returncd from his famous
expedition into Italy, of which we shall have occasion to speak in
Roman history,® than he seized a pretext for declaring war against
Antig’ onus, and invaded Maced6nia with his small army, (274 B. C.)
the remnant of the forees which he had led against Rome, but which
he now strengthened with a body of Celtic miercenaries. When
Antig’ onus marched against him, many of his troops, who had little
affection or respect for their king, went over to Pyr’rhus, whose
celebrated military prowess had won their admiration.

32. Antig’ onus then retired into Southern Greece, whither he
was followed by Pyr'rhus, who professed that the object of his expe-
dition was merely to restore the frecdom of the cities which were held
in subjection by his rival; but when he reached the borders of
Lacoénia he laid aside the mask, and began to ravage the country,
and made an unsuccessful attempt to surprise Sparta, which was lit-
tle prepared for defence. He then marched to Ar'gos, whither he
had been invited by one of the rival leaders of the people, but he
found Antig’ onus, at the head of 4 strong force, encamped on one -
of the neighboring heights. Pyr'rhus gained entrance into the city
by night, through treachery, but at the same time the troops of Antig"
onus were admitted from an opposite quarter—the citizens arose in
arms, and a fierce struggle was carried on in the streets until day-
light, when Pyr’ rhus himself was slain (272 B. C.) by the hand of an
Ax'give woman, who, exasperated at seeing him about to kill her son,
hurled upon him a ponderous tile from the house-top. The greater
part of the army of Pyr'rhus, chiefly composed of Macedénians,

2. See page 149.
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then went vver to their former sovereign, who soon after gained the
throne of Mac’ edon, which he held until his death.

33. The death of Pyr’'rhus forms an important epoch in Grecian
history, as it put an end to the struggle for power among Alexander’s
successors in the West, and left the field clear for the final contest
between the liberty of Greece and the power of Mac’ edon, which
was only terminated by the ruin of both. ‘When Antig’onus re-
turned to Mac' edon, its acknowledged sovereign, he cherished the
hope of ultimately reducing all Greece to his sway, little dreaming
that the power centered in a recent league of a few Ach’an cities
was destined to become a formidable adversary to his house.

34, The Ache’ an League comprised at first twelve towns of
Achiia, which were associated together for mutual safety, forming a
little federal republic—all the towns having an equality wur aces’ ax
of representation in the general government, to which - LEAGUE.
all matters affecting the common welfare were intrusted, each town
at the same time retaining the regulation of its own domestic policy.
The Ache’ an league did not become of sufficient political importance
to attract the attention of Antig’ onus until about twenty years after
the death of Pyr’rhus, when Aritus, an exile from Sic’ yon, at the
head of a small band of followers, surprised the city by night, and
without any bloodshed delivered it from the dominion of the tyrants
who, under Macedénian protection, had long oppressed it with
despotic sway. (251 B. C.) Fearful of the hostility of Antig’ onus,
Araitus induced Sic¢’ yon to join the Ache’an league, and although
its power greatly exceeded that of any Ache’an town, it claimed no
superiority of privilege over the other members of the confederacy,
but obtained only one vote in the general council of the league; a
precedent which was afterwards strictly adhered to in the admission
of other cities. Aréitus received the most distinguished honors from
the Acha’ ans, and, a few years after the accession of Sic’ yon, was
placed at the head of the armies of the confederacy. (B. C. 246.)

35. Corinth, the key to Greece, having been seized by a stratagem
of Antig’ onus, and. its citadel occupied by a Maced6nian garrison,
was rescued by a bold enterprise of Aritus, and induced to join the
league. (243 B. C.) Other cities successively gave in their adhe-
rence, until the confederacy embraced nearly the whole of Pelopon-
nésus. Although Athens did not unite with it, yet Ardtus obtained
the withdrawal of its Maced6nian garrison. Sparta opposed the
leagne—induced Ar’gos and Corinth to withdraw from it—and by
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her successes over the Acha’ ans, eventually induced them to call in
the aid of the Macedénians, their former enemies.

36. Antig’ onus II., readily embracing the opportunity of restor
ing the influence of his family in Southern Greece, marched against
the Lacedeemoénians, over whom he 'obtained a decisive victory,
which placed Sparta at his mercy. But he used his vietory moder-
ately, and granted the Spartans peace on liberal terms. On his
death, which occurred soon after, he was succeeded ou the throne
of Mac’ edon by his nephew and adopted son, Philip IL. a youth of
only seventeen.

37. The Aitblians,' the rudest of the Grecian tribes, who had
acquired the character of a nation of freebooters and pirates, had
at this time formed a league similar to the Acha’ an, and counting
on the inexperience of the youthful Philip, and the weakness of the
Acha’ ans, began a series of unprovoked aggressions on the sur-
rounding States. - The Messénians, whose territory they had invaded
by way of the western coast of the Pecloponnésus, called upon the
Achs’ ans for assistance, but Ardtas, going to their relief, was attack-
ed unexpectedly, and defeated.. Soon after, the youthful Philip was
placed at the head of the Achee’an League, when a general war be-
gan between the Macedénians, Achee’ ans, and their confederates,
on the one side, and the /Bt6lians, who were aided by the Spartans
and E’leans, on the other.

38. The war continued four years, and was conducted with great
cruelty and obstinacy on both sides; but Philip and the Achz'ans
were on the whole successful, and the Btdlians and their allies be-
came desirous of peace, while new and ambitious views more eagerly
inclined Philip to put an end to the unprofitable contest. At this
time the Carthaginians and Romans were contending for mastery

in the second Punic war, and Philip began to view the struggie as

. one in which an alliance with one of the parties would be desirable,
by opening to himself prospects of future conquest and glory. By
siding with the Carthaginians, who were the most distant party, and
from whom he would have less to fear than from the Romans, he
hoped to be able eventually to insure to himself the sovereignty of
all Greece, and to make additions to Macedénia on the side of Italy.
He therefore proposed terms of peace to the /Ktdlians ; and a treaty

1. JEtélia was a country of Northern Greece, bounded on the north by Thes' saly, on the
east by Déris, Phocis, and Locris, on the south by the Corinthian Gulf, and on the west by
Acarnanla. It was in general a rough and mountainous country, although some ¢ the nlleyl
wore romu’kablp for their fortility. (Map No 1. )
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was concluded at Naupac’ tus, which left all the parties in the war in
the enjoyment of their respective possessions. (217 B. C.) %

39. After the great battle of Can’nze,* which seemed to have ex-
tinguished the last hopes of Rome, Philip sent envoys to Hannibal,
the Carthaginian general, and concluded with him a treaty of striet
alliance. He next sailed with a small fleet up the Adriat’ic, and
while besieging Appollénia,* a town in Illyr' ia, was met and defeated
by the Roman preactor, M. Valérius, who had been sent to succor
the Illyr'ians. (215 B. C.) Philip was forced to burn his ships,
and retreat over land to Macedénia, leaving his baggage, and the
arms of many of his troops, in the enemy’s hands. Such was the
unfortunate issue of his first encounter with the Roman soldiery.

40. Soon after his return to Macedénia, finding Aratus in the
way of his projects against the liberties of Southern Greece, he
contrived to have the old general removed by slow poison ;—a crime
which filled all Greece with horror and indignation. In the mean-
time, the Romans, while recovering ground in Italy, contrived to
keep Philip busy at home, by inciting the Altélians to violate the
recent treaty, and inducing Sparta and E'lis to join in a war against
Mac’ edon. ° Still Philip, supported for awhile by the Achee’ans,
under their renowned leader, Philope’ men, maintained his ground,
until, first, the Athenians, no longer able to protect their fallen for-
tunes, solicited aid from the Romans; and finally, the Achee’ans
themselves, being divided into factions, accepted terms of peace.

41. Philip continued, to struggle against his increasing enemies,
until, being defeated in a great battle with the Romans} he pur-
chased peace by the sacrifice of the greater part of his navy, the
payment of a tribute, and the resignation of his supremacy over the
Grecian States. At the celebration of the Isth’ mian' games at
Corinth the terms of the Roman senate were made known to the
Grecians, who received, with the height of exultation, the proclama-
tion that the independence of Greece was restored, under the au-
spices of the Roman arms. (196 B. C.)

42. Probably nothing was farther from the intention of the Roman
senate than to allow the Grecian States to regain their ancient power
and sovereignty, and it was sufficient to damp the joy of the more

1. .:ﬂpatléﬁia was situated on the northern side of the river Abus (now Vojutza) near its
mouth, Its ruins still retain the name of Pollini. Apolionia was founded by a colony “rem
Corinth and Corcyra, and, according to Strabo, was renowned for the wisdom of its k wa.

& Bee p. 158, b. Battle of Cynocephals, 197 B. C. See p. 161,
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considerate that the boon of freedom which Rome affected to bestow
was tendered by a master who could resume it at his pleasure. At
the first opportunity of interference, therefore, which opened to the
Romans, the Atélians, who had espoused the cause of Antiochus,
king of Syria, the enemy of Rome, were réduced to poverty and de-
prived of their independence. At a later period Per’seus, the suc-
cessor of Philip on the throne of Mac’edon, being driven into a war
by Roman ambition, finally lost his kingdom in the battle of Pyd’ na,!
in which twenty thousand Macedénians were slain, and ten thousand
taken prisoners, while the Roman army, commanded by Iacius
Znil’ ius Patlus, lost scarcely a hundred men. (168 B. C.) The
Maced6nian monarchy was extinguished, and Per’seus himself, a
wanderer from his country, was taken prisoner in an island of the
/B’ gean, and conveyed to Rome to grace the triumph of the con-
queror.

43. Soon after the fall of Per’seus, the Acha’ans were charged
with having aided him in the war against Rome, and, without a
shadow of proof, one thousand of their worthiest citizens, among
whom was the historian Polyb’ius, were sent to Rome to prove their
innocence of this charge before a Roman tribunal. (167 B. C.)
Here they were detained seventeen years without being able to obtain
a hearing, when three hundred of the number, the only surviving
remnant of the thousand, were finally restored to their.country. The
exiles returned, burning with vengeance against the Romans; other
causes of animosity arose; and when a Roman embasgy, sent to
Corinth, declared the will of the Roman senate that the Achze’an
League should be reduced to its original limits, a popular tumult
arose, and the Roman ambassadors were publicly insulted.

44. 'War soon followed. The Ache’ans and their allies were de-
feated by the consul Mum’ mius near Corinth, and that city, then the
richest in Greece, after being plundered of its treasures, was con-
signed to the flames. The last blow to the liberties of the Hellénic
race had been struck, and all Greece, as far as Epirus and Macedd-
nia, now become a Roman province, under the name of Achéia.
(146 B. C.) “The end of the Achx’an war,” says Thirwall, ¢ was
the last stage of the lingering process by which Rome enclosed her
vietim in the coils of her insidious diplomacy, covered it with "the

1. Pyd’' na was 2 city near the south-eastern extremity of Macedonia, on the western shore of
the ThePmaic Gulf, (n¢ ¥ Gulf of Saloniki.) The ancient Pydna is now called Kidros. Dr.
Clarke observed here 4 vast mound of earth, which he considered, with much probability, as
marking the site of the great battle fought there by the Romans and Macedonians, (Map No. L)

P —
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slime of her sycophants and hirelings, crushed it when it began to
struggle, and then calmly preyed upon its vitals.”

45. W have now arrived at the proper termination of Grecian
history. Niebuhr has remarked, that, “as rivers flow into the sea,
so does the history of all the nations, known to have existed pre-
viously in the regions around the Mediterranean, terminate in that
of Rome.” Henceforward, then, the history of Greece becomes in-
volved in the changing fortunes of the Roman empire, to whose early
annals we shall now return, after a brief notice of the cotemporary
history of surrounding nations. 'With the loss of her liberties the
glory of Greece had passed away. Her population had been gradu-
ally diminishing since the period of the Persian wars; and from the
epoch of the Roman conquest the spirit of the nation sunk into de-
spondency, and the energies of the people gradually wasted, until, no
later than the days of Strabo,’ Greece existed only in the remembrance
of the past. Then, many of her cities were desolate, or had sunk to
insignificant villages, while Athens alone maintained her renown for
philosophy and the arts, and became ‘the instructor of her conquer-
ors ;—large tracts of land once devoted to tillage, were either barren,
or had been converted into pastures for sheep, and vast herds of
cattle; while the rapacity of Roman governors had inflicted upon
the sparse population impoverishment and ruin.

COTEMPORARY HISTORY: 490 1o 146 B. C.

1. Of the cotemporary annals of other nations during the authentie
period of Grecian history, there is little of importance to be nar-
rated beyond what will be found connected with Roman affairs in a
gubsequent chapter ; although the Greeian cities of Jtaly, Sicily, and
Cyrenaica, considered not as dependent colonies of the parent State, but
as separate powers, will require some further notice. Of the history
of the Medes and Persians we have already given the most interesting
portion. Of Egyptian history little is known, beyond what has been
narrated, until the beginning of the dynasty of the Ptol’ emies (301
B. C.,) and of the events from that period down to the time of Ro-
man interference in the, affairs of Egypt, we have room for only occa-
sional notices, as connected with the more important j misrory
histories of other nations. Of the civil annals of the oF THE JEWS.
Jews we shall give a brief sketch, so as to continue, from a preced-

l..StraI:'a was a celebrated geographer, born at Amasia in Pontus, about the year 54 B, C,
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ing chapter, the history of Judea down to the time when that country
became a province of the Roman empire.

2. It has been stated that the rebuilding of the second. temple of
Jerusalem was completed during the reign of Darius Hystas' pes,
about twenty-five years before the commencement of the war between
the Greeks and Persians. During the following reign of Xerxes, the
Jews appear to have been treated by their masters with respect, and
also during the early part of the reign of Artaxerx’es Longiméanus,
who had taken for his second wife a Jewish damsel named Esther,
the niece of the Jew Mor’ decal, one of the officers of the palace.
The story of Héaman, the wicked minister of the king, is doubtless
familiar to all our readers. After the Jews had been delivered from
the wanton malice of Haman, Nehemiah, also an officer in the king’s
palace, obtained for them permission to rebulld the walls of the holy
city, and was appointed governor over Judea. With the close of
the administration of Nehemiah the annals embraced in the Old
Testament end, and what farther reliable information we possess of
the history of the Jews down %o the time of the Roman conquest is
mostly derived from Josephus.

3. After Nehemiah, Judea was joined to the satrapy of Syria, a.-
though the internal government was still administered by the high-
priests, under the general superintendence of Persian officers—the
people remaining quiet under the Persian government. After the
division of the vast empire of Alexander among his generals, Judea,
lying between Syria and Egypt, and being coveted by the monarchs
of both, suffered greatly from the wars which they carried on against
each other. At one time the Egyptian monarch, Ptol’ emy Séter,
having invaded the country, stormed Jerusalem on the Sabbath day,
when the Jews, from superstitious motives, would not defend their
city, and transported a hundred.thousand. of the population to
Egypt,—apparently, however, as colonists, rather than as prisoners.

4. During the reigns of Ptol’ emy Séter, Ptol’ emy Philadel’ phus,
Ptol’ emy Euer’ getes, and Ptol’emy Philop’ ater, Judea remained
subject to Bgypt, but was lost by Ptol’ emy Epiph’anes. Ptol’emy
Philadel’ phus, by his generous treatment of the Jews, induced large
numbers of them to settle in Egypt. He was an eminent patron of
learning, and caused the septuagint translation of the seriptures tc be
made, and a copy to be deposited in the famous library which he es-
tablished at Alexandria. On the accession of Ptol’ emy Epiph’ anes
to the throne, (204 B. C.) at the age of only five years, Artiochus
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the Great, king of Syria, easily persuaded the Jews to place them-
seives under his rule, and in return for their confidence in him he
conferred such favors upon Jerusalem as he knew were best calculated
to win the hearts of the people.

5. Antiochus Epiph' anes, the successor of Antiochus the Great,
having invaded Egypt, a false rumor of his death was brought to

* Jerusalem, whereupon a civil war broke out between two factions of

the Jews who had long been quarrelling about the office of the high
priesthood. The tumult was quelled by the return of Antiochus,
who, exasperated on learning that the Jews had made publie rejoie-
ings at his supposed death, marched against Jerusalem, which he
plundered, as if he had taken it by storm from an enemy.. (169 B. C.)
He even despoiled the temple of its holy vessels, and carried off the
treasures of the nation collected there, Two years later he attempted
to carry out the plan of reducing the various religious systems of his
empire to one single profession, that of the Grecian polytheism. He
polluted the altar of the temple—put a stop to the daily sacrifiece—
to the great festivals—to the rite of circumecision—burned the copies
of the law—and commanded that the temple itself should be convert-
ed into an edifice sacred to the Olympian Jupiter. ;

6. These acts, and the insolent cruelties with which they were ac-
companied, met with a fierce and desperate resistance from the brave
family of the Mac’ cabees,® or Asmonéans, who, under their heroic
leader Judas, first fled to the wilderness, and the caves of the moun-
tians, where they were joined by numerous bands of their exasperated
countrymen, who, ere long, began to look upon Judas as an instru-

| ment appointed by heaven for their deliverance. Thoroughly ae-

quainted with every impregnable cliff and defile of his mountain-

| land, Judas was successful in every encounter in which he chose to

engage with the Syrians :—by rapid assaults he made himself master
of many fortified places, and within three years after the pollution
of the temple he had driven out of Judea four generals at the head
of large and regular armies. He then went up to Jerusalem, and
although a fortress in the lower city was still held by a Syrian garri-
son, he restored the walls and doors of the temple, caused the daily
sacrifice to be renewed, and proclaimed a solemn festwal of eight days
on the joyful occasion.

2. The appellation of Mac' cabees was given them from the initial letters'of tne Jext displayed
on their standard, which was, Mi Chamoka Baalim, Jakok! % Who is like unto {hee among
the gods, O Lord "—from Exod. xv. 11.

8
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7 The war with Syria continued during the brief reign of the
you.hful son of Antiochus Eplph anes, and was extended into the
subsequent reign of Demétrius Soter, (B. C. 162,) who sent two
powerful armies into Judea, the first of which was defeated in the
defile of Bethoron,' and its general slain. Another army was more
successful, and Judas himself fell, after having destroyed a multi:
tude of his enemies; but his body was recovered and he was buried
in the tomb of his fa.thers “ And all Israel mourned him with a
great mourning, and sorrowed many days, and said, How is the
mighty fallen that saved Israel.”

8. After the death of Judas a time of great tribulation followed ;
the Syrians became masters of the country, and Jonathan, the brother
of Judas, the new leader of the patriotic band, was obliged to retire
to the mountains, where he maintained himself two years, while the
cities were occupied by Syrian garrisons. Eventually, during the
changing revolutions in the Syrian empire itself, Jonathan was en-
abled to establish himself in the priesthood, and under his adminis-
tration Judea again became a flourishing State. Being at length
treacherously murdered by one of the Syrian kings, (B. C. 143,) his
brother Simon succeeded to the priesthood, and during the seven
years in which he judged Israel, general prosperity prevailed through-
out the land. ¢ The hushandmen tilled the field in peace, and the
earth gave forth her crops, and the trees of the plain their fruits.
The old men sat in the streets; all talked together of their blessings,
and the young men put on the glory and the harness of war.”

9. The remaining history of the Jews, from the time of Simon
down to the formation of Judea into a Roman province, is mostly
occupied with domestic commotions, whose details would possess
little interest for the general reader. The circumstances which
placed Judea under the sway of the Romans will be found detailed
in their connection with Roman history.

10. Before the beginning of the “authentic period” of Grecian
history, various circumstances, such as the desire of adventure, com-

m. czecay Imercial interests, and, not unfrequently, civil dissensions

COLONIES. at home, led to the pl:mtmg of Grecian colonies on many
distant odasts of the Mediterranean. Those of Thrace, Mac’ edon,
anl Asia-Minor, were ever intimately connected with Greece proper,
in whose general history theirs is embraced; but the Greek cities

, g

1. Bethéron wasa village about ten miles north-west from Jerusalom.

G
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Cof Ttaly, Sieily, and CyrenAica, were too far removed from the drama
that was enacting around the shores of the ZB'gean to be more than
‘occasionally and temporarily affected by the changing fortunes of the
parent States. Nevertheless, a brief notice of those distant settle-
ments that eventually rivalled even Athens and Spa;rta in power and
resources, cannot be uninteresting, and it will serve to give the reader
more accirate views, than he would otherwise possess, of the extent
and importance of the field of Grecian history.

11. At an early period the shores of southern Italy and Sieily
were peopled by Greeks; and se numerous and powerful did the
Grecian¢cities in those countries become, that the whole were comprised
by Strabo and others under the ‘appellation Magna 1. aaeva
Grecia or “Great Greece’—an appropriate name for a  GRACIA

?reg'ion containing many ecitiés far superior in size and population to
any in Greece itself The earliest of these distant Grecian settle-
ments appear to have been made at Ctime,’ and Neap’olis,® on the
western coast of Italy, about the middle of the ecleventh century.
Nax'o0s,® on the eastern coast of Sicily, was founded about the year
735 B. C.; and in the following year some Corinthians laid the
foundation of Syracuse. Géla,* on the western coast of the island,
and Messdna® on the strait between Italy and Sncﬂy, were foundec

1. Cime, 4 city of Campania, on the western coast of Italy, a short distance north-west from
Neapolis, and about a hundred and ten miles south-east from Rome, is supposed to have been
founded by a Greclau colony from Eubce’ a about the year 1050 B, C. Cuinz was built on a
rocky hill washed by the sez; and the same name Is still applied to the ruins that lie scattered
around its base. Some of the most splendid fictions of Virgil relate to the Cumzan Sibyl,
whose cave, hewn out of solid rock, actually existed on the top of the hill of Cumsze. (JMap
No. VIIL)

2. Neap’ olis, (a Greek word meauing the new eity,) now called Naples, was founded by a
colony from Cumsee. It is situafed on the north side of the Bay of Naples, in the immediate
vicinity of Mount Vesuvius, one hundred and eighteen miles south-east from Rome. (Map
No. VIIL)

3. Naz' 0s was north-east from Mount /Etna, and about equi-distant from Messina and
Cal’ ana, Nax’os was twice destroyed; first by Dionysius the Elder, and anerwards by the
Siculi; after which Tauromenium was builf on its site. The modern Tae¢rmina occupies the
site of the ancient city. (Map No. VIIL)

4. Géla was on the southern coast of Sicily, a short distance from the sea, on a river of the
geme name, and about sixty miles west from Syracuse. (n the site of the ancient city stands
the modern Terra Nova. (Map No. VIIL)

5. Messana, still a city of considerable extent under the name of Jfessina, was situated at
the north-eastern extremity of the island of Sicily, on the ctrait of its own name. It was re-
garded by the Greeks as the key of the island, but the eircamstance of its commanding position
always made it a tempting prize to the ambitious and powerful neighborlng princes, It under-
went a great variety of changes, under the power of the Syracusans, Carthaginians, and Ro-
{hahs. It was treacherously seized by the Mamertini, (see p.152) who slew the males, and took
the wives and children as their property, and called the city Mamertina. Finally, a portion of
the inhabitants called in the aid of the Romans, and thus began the first Punic war, (265 B, C.)
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soon after. Agrigen’tum,' on the south-western coast, was founded
about a century later. i

12. In the meantime the Greek cities Syb’aris, Crotdna,’ and
Taren’ tum,* had been planted, and had rapidly grown to power and
opulence, on the south-eastern coast of Italy. The territorial do-
minjons of Syb’ aris and Croténa extended across the peninsula from
sea to sea. The former possessed twenty-five dependent towns, and
ruled over four distinet tribes or nations. The territories of Croténa
were still more extensive. These two Grecian States were at the
maximum of their power about the year 560 B. C.——the time of the
accession of Pisis’ tratus at Athens; but they quarrelled with éach
other, and the result of the fatal contest was the ruin of Syb’aris,
510 B. C. At the time of the invasion of Italy by Pyr’rhus, (sce
p- 149.) Croténa was still a considerable city, extending on both sides
of the Asirus, and its walls embracing a circumference of twelve
miles. Taren' tum was formed by a colony from Sparta about the
year 707,—soon after the first Messénian war. No details of its his--
tory during the first two hundred and thirty yearsof its existence

“The modern city has a most imposing appearance from the sea, forming a fine circular
sweep nbout two miles in length on the west shore of its magnificent harbor, from which it
rises in the form of an amphitheatre ; and being built of white stone, it strikingly contrasts
with the dark fronts that cover the forests in the background.” (Map No. VIIL)

L. Agrigen' tum was situated near the southern shore of Sicily, about midway of the island.
Next to Syracuse it was not only one of the largest and most famous cities of Sicily, but of the
ancient world ; and its ruins are still imposingly grand and magnificent. The modern town
of Girgent: lies adjacent to the ruins, from which it is separated by the small river Arcagas.
{(Map No. VIIL)

2. Syb' aris was a city of sonth-eastern Italy on the Tarentine Gulf. Croténa was about
seventy miles south of it. Pythogoras resided at Crotona during the latter years of his life;
and Milo, the most celebrated athlete of antignity, was a native of that city. The Sybarites
were noted for the excess to which they carried the refinements of luxury and sensuality.——
The events which led to the desiruction of Syb’ aris, about 510 B. C., are thus related. A
democratical party, having gained the ascendancy at Syb’aris, expelled five hundred of the
prineipal citizens, who sought refuge at Crotona. The latter refusing, by the advice of Pytha-
goras, to give up the fugitives, a war ensued. Milo led out the Crotoniats, ten thousand in
number, who were met by three hundred thousand Syb‘ arites ; but the former gained a com-
plete victory, and then, marching immediately to Syb’ aris, totally destroyed the city. (Map
No. VIIL)

3. Taren' tum, the emporium of the Greek towns of Italy, was an important commercial
city near the head of the gulf of the same name. It stood on what was formerly an isthmus,
but which is now an island, separating the gulf from an inner bay fifteen or sixteen miles in
circumference, The early Tarentines were noted for their military skill and prowess, and for
the cultivation of literature and the arts ; but their wealth and abundance so enervated their
minds and bodies, and corrupted their morals, that even the neighboring barbarians, who had
hated and feared, learned eventuaily (o despise them. The Tarentines fell an easy prey to the
Romans, after Pyrrhus had withdrawn from Italy, (See p. 150.) The modern town of Toranto,
containing a population of about eighteen thousand inhabitants, occ upies the site of the ancient
¢ity. (Map No, VIIL)
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are known to us; but in the fourth century B. C. the Tarentines
stand foremost among the Italian Greeks.

13. Daring the first two centuries after the founding of Nax’os in
Sicily, Greeian settlements were extended over the eastern, southern,
and western sides of the island, while Him'’ era' was the only Gre-
‘cian town on the northern coast. These two hundred years were a
period of prosperity among the Sicilian Greeks, who did not yet ex-
tend their residences over the island, but dwelt chiefly in fortified
towns, and exercised authority over the surrounding native popula-
tion, which gradually became. assimilated in manners, language, and
religion, to the higher civilization of the Greeks. During the sixth
century before the Christian era, the Greek cities in Sicily and
southern Italy were among the most powerful and flourishing that
bore the Hellénic name. Géla and Agrigen’ tum, on the south side
of Sicily, had then become the most prominent of the independent
Sicilian governments; and at the beginning of the fifth century we
find Gélo, a despot, or self-constituted ruler of the former city, sub-
jeeting other towns to his authority, and finally obtaining possession
of Syracuse, which he made the seat of his empire, (485 B. C.)
leaving Géla to be governed by his brother Hiero, the first Sicilian
ruler of that name.

14. Gélo strengthened the fortifications and greatly enlarged the
limits of Syracuse, while, to occupy the enlarged space, he dis-
mantled many of the surrounding towns, and transported their inhab-
itants to his new capital, which now became, not only the first city
in Sicily, but, according to Herod’ otus, superior to any other Hellé-
nic power; for we are told that when, in 481 B. C., the Corinthians
solicited aid from Gélo to resist the invasion of Xerxes, the Syracu-
sans eould offer twenty thousand heavy armed soldiers, and, in all, an
army of thirty thousand men, besides furnishing provisions for the
entire Grecian host so long as the war might last; but as Gélo de-
manded to be eonstituted commander-in-chief of all the Greeks in
the war against the Persians, the terms were not agreed to.

15. During the invasion of Greece by Xerxes, a formidable Car-
thaginian force under Hamil’ car, said to consist of three hundred
thousand men, landed at Panor’ mus,* a Carthaginian sea-port on the

1. Him' era was on the northern coast of Sicily, near the mouth of the river of the same
name, one hundred and ten miles north-west from Syracuse.” The modern town of Termini,
et the mouth of the river Leonardo, oceupies the site of the ancient city, (Map No. VIIL)

2. Panor’ mus, supposed to have been first settled by Pheenicians, was in the north-western
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northern coast of the island; and proceeded to attack the Greek city
of Him’era. (480 B. C.) Gélo, at the head of fifty-five thousand
men, marched to the aid of his brethren; and in a general battle
which ensued, the entire Carthaginian force was destroyed, or com-
pelled to surrender, Hamil' car himself being numbered among the

slain. The vietory of Him’ era procured for Sicily immunity from -

foreign war, while at the same time the defeat of Xerxes at Sal’ amis
dispelled the terrific cloud that overhung the Greeks in that quarter.

16. On the death of Gélo, a year after the battle of Him’ era, the
government fell into the hands of his brother Hiero, a man whose
many great and noble qualities were alloyed by insatiable cupidity
and ambition. The power of Hiero, not inferior to that of Gélo,
was probably greater than that of any other Grecian ruler of that
period. Hiero aided the Greek cities of Italy against the Carthagi-
nian and Tyrrhénian fleets; he founded the city of At'na,' and
added other cities to his government. He died after a reign of ten
years, and was succeeded by his brother Thrasybulis, whose eruelties
led to his speedy dethronement, which was followed, not only by the
extinction of the Gelénian dynasty at Syracuse, but by an extensive
revolution in the other Sicilian cities, resulting, after many years of
civil dissensions, in the expulsion of the other despots who had relied
for protection on the great despot of Syracuse, and the establish-
ment of governments more or less democratical throughout the
island.

17. The Gel6nian dynasty had stripped-of their possessions, and
banished, great numbers of citizens, whose places were filled by for-
eign mercenaries ; but the popular.revolution reversed many of these
procecdings, and restored the exiles; although, in the end, adherents
of the expelled dynasty were allowed to settle partly in the territory.
of Messdna, and partly in. Kamarina. After the commotions at
tendant on these changes had subsided, prosperity again dawned on

part of Sicily, and had a good and capacious harbor. It early passed into the hands of the
Carthaginians, and was their stronghold in Magna Gracia. It is now called Palermo, and s
the capital city and principal sea-port of Sicily, having a population of about one hundred and
fifty thousand inhabitants. It is built on the south-west side of the Bay of Palermo, in a plain,
which, from its luxuriance, and from its being surrounded by mountains on three sides, has
been termed the “ golden shell,” conca d’ oro. (Map No. VIIL)

1. JEt' na, first called Inessus, was a small town on the southern declivity of Mount ALt' na,
near Cat’ ana, The ancient site, now marked with ruins, bears the name Castro. (Map No.
VIIL)

2. Kamarine was on the southern coast, about fifty miles south-west froia Syracuse, and
twenty miles south-east from Géla.

|
¥
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Sicily, and the subsequent period of more than fifty years, to the
time of the rlder Dionysius, has been described as by far the best
and happiest portion of Sicilian history.

18. At the time of the breaking out of the Peloponnésian war,
431 B. C., Syracuse was the foremost of the Sicilian cities in power
and resources. Agrigen’ tum was but little inferior to her, while in her
foreign commerce and her public monuments the latter was not sur-
passed by any Grecian city of that age. In the great Peloponnésian
struggle, the Ton’ic cities of Sicily, few in number, very naturally
sympathized with Athens, and the Dérian cities with Sparta ; and in,
the fifth year of the war we find the Ion’ic cities soliciting Athens
for aid against Syracuse and her allics. Successive expeditions were
sent out by Athens, and soon nearly all Sicily was involved in the
war, when at length, in 424 B. C., a congress of the Sicilian cities
decided upon a general peace among themselves, to the great dissat-
isfaction of the Athenians, who were already anticipating important
conquests on the island. | :

19. A few years later, (417 B. C.,) a quarrel broke out between
the neighboring Sicilian. cities Selinus and Eges’ ta,’ the latter of
which, although not of Grecian origin, had formerly been in alliance
with Athens. Selinus was aided by the Syracusans; and Eges'ta
applied to Athens for assistance, making false representations of her
own resources, and enlarging upon the dangers to be apprehended
from Syracusan aggrandizement as a source of strength to Sparta.
The Athenian Nic'ias, most earnestly opposed any farther interven-
tion in Sicilian affairs; but the counsels of Alcibiades prevailed,
and in the summer of 415 B. C., the largest armament that had ever
left a Grecian port sailed on the most distant enterprize that Athens
had ever undertaken, under the command of three generals, Nic ias,
Lam'’ achus, and Alcibiades; but the latter was recalled soon after
the fleet had reached Cat’ ana,’ on the eastern coast of the island.

1. Selinus was a flourishing city of more than thirly thousand inhabitants, on the southern
shiore of the western part of the island. Its ruins may still be seen near what is called Torrs
i Polluce. Eges'ta, called by the Romans Segesta, was on the northern coast, near the
odein Alcamo. Selinus and Eges’ ta were engaged in almost continual wars with each other.
fler the Athenian expedition the Egestans called to their assistance the Carthaginians, who
o0k, plundered, and nearly destroyed Selinus; but Eges’ ta, under Carthaginlan rule, expe~
ienced a fate but little better. (Map No. VIIL)

2. Cat’ ana, now Caténia was at the southern base of Mount ZEt' na, thirty-two miles north
om Syracuse. The distance from the city to the summit of the mountain was thirty miles.
tdnia has been repeatedly destroyed by earthquakes, and by torrents of liquid fire from the
‘elghle nng voleano ; but it has risen like the fabled phoenix, more splendid from its ashves,
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20. From Cat'ana Nic'ias sailed around the northern coast to
Eges' ta, whence he marched the land forces back through the island
to Cat’ ana, having achieved nothing but the acquisition of a few in-
significant towns, while the Syracusans improved the time in making
preparations to receive the invaders. At length, about the last of
October, Nic' ias sailed with his whole force to Syracuse—defeated
the Syracusans in the battle which followed—and then went into
winter quarters at Nax’os; but in the spring he returned to his
former station at Cat’ana, soon after which he commenced a regular
siege of Syracuse.

21. In a battle which was fought on the grounds south of the ecity,
towards the river Andpus, Lam’achus was slain, although the Athe-
nians were victorious. Nicias continued to push forward his sue-
cesses, and Syracuse was on the point of surrendering, when the ar-
rival of the Spartan general Gylip’pus at once changed the fortune
of war, and the Athenians were soon shut up in their own lines.

22. At the solicitation of Nic'ias a large reénforcement, commanded
by the Athenian general Demosthenes, was sent to his assistance in
the spring of 413; but at the same time the Spartans re¢nforced
Gylip’ pus, and, in addition, sent out a force to ravage At'tica.
During the summer many battles, both on land and in the harbor of
Syracuse, were fought by the opposing forces, in nearly all of which
the Syracusans and their allies were victorious; and, in the end, the
entire Athenian force in Sicily, numbering at the time not less than
forty thousand men, was destroyed. ¢ Never in Grecian history,”
says Thucyd’ides, “ had ruin so complete and sweeping, or victory
80 glorious and unexpected, been witnessed.”

23. Soon after the termination of the contest between the Athe-
nians and Syracusans, the Carthaginians again sought an opportunity
of invading the island, and cstablished themselves over its entire
western half; but they were ably resisted by Dionysius the” Elder,
“ tyrant of Syracuse,” who was proclaimed chief of the republic
about 405 B. C.; and it was owing to his exertions that any part
of the island was saved from falling into the hands of the enemy
It was at length agreed that the river Him’era' should form the
limit between the Grecian territories on the east and the Carthagi-
and is still a beautiful city. The streets are paved with lava ; and houses, paluces, churches,
and convents, are built of it. Remains of ancient temples, aqueducts, baths, &c., are numer-
cus. The environs are fruitful, and well cultivated. (Map No. V1iL)

1. The river Him'dra here mentioned, now the Salso, falis into the Medilcrranean on the
ssuthern coast, to the west of Géla. (Map No, VIIL)
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nian dependencies on the west; but the peace was soon broken by
the Carthaginians, who, amid the civil dissensions of the Greeks,
sought every opportunity of extending their dominion over the entire
island.

24. Subsequently the aspiring power of Carthage was checked by
Timoéleon, and afterwards by Agath’ocles. The former, a Corinthian
by birth, having made himself master of the almost deserted Syra-
cuse, about the year 340 B. C., restored it to some degree of its
former glory. He defeated the Carthaginians in a great battle, and
established the affairs of government on so firm a basis that the
whole of Sicily continued, many years after his death, in unusual
quiet and prosperity. Agath’ocles usurped the sovereignty of Syra-
cuse by the murder of several thousand of its principal eitizens in
the year 317 B. C. He maintained his power twenty-eight years.
Having been defeated by the Carthaginians, and being besieged in
Syracuse, with a portion of his army he passed over to Africa, where
he sustained himself during four years. In the year 306 he cox-
cluded a peace with the Carthaginians. He died by poison, 289 B. C.,
leaving his influence in Sicily and southern Italy to his son-in-law,
the famous Pyr'rhus, king of Epirus. After the death of Agath’
ocles, the Carthaginians gained a decided ascendancy in Sicily, when
the Romans, alarmed by the movements of so powerful a neighbor,
and being invited over to the assistance of a portion of the people
of Messina, commenced the first Punic war, (265 B. C.,) and after a
struggle of twenty-four years made themselves masters of the whole
of Sicily,—mearly a hundred years before the reduction of Greece
itself to a Roman province.

25. On the northern coast of Africa, within the district of the
modern Barca, the important Grecian colony of Cyrendica' was’
planted by Lacedsemonian settlers from Thera,® an %
island of the A’ gan, about the year 630 B. C. Its c¥rENA'TOA
chief city, Cyréne, was about ten miles from the sea, having a
sheltered port called Apollénia, itself a considerable town. Over
the Libyan tribes between the borders of Egypt and the Great
Desert, the Cyreneans exercised an ascendancy similar to that which
Carthage possessed over the tribes farther westward. About the
year 550 B. C., one of the neighboring Libyan kings, finding the
Greeks rapidly encroaching upon his territories, declared himself

L. Cyrendica, see p. 70.

2 Thera, now Santorim, belonged to the clustes called the Sporades. (Map No, IIL)

F
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subject to Egypt, when a large Egyptian army marched to his assist-
ance, but the Egyptians experienced so complete a defeat that few
of them ever returned to their own country. We find that the next
Egyptian king, Am4sis, married a Cyrenean.

26. Soon after the defeat of the Hgyptians, the tyranny of the
Cyrenean king, Agesildus, led to a revolt among his subjeets, who
being joined by some of the neighboring tribes, founded the city of
Bar’ ca, about seventy miles to the westward of Cyréne. In the
war which followed, a great battle was fought with the allies of Bar’ ca,
in which Agesildus was defeated, and seven thousand of his men were
left dead on the field. The successor of Agesilaus was deposed from
the kingly office by the people, who, in imitation of the Athenians,
then established a republican government, (543 B. C.,)) under the di-
rection of Deménax, a wise legislator of Mantinéa. But the son of

the deposed monarch, having obtained assistance from the people of

S4mos, regained the throne of Cyréne, about the time that the Per-
sian prince Camby’ ses conquered Hgypt. - Both the Cyrenean and
the Barcan prince sent their submission to the great conqueror. Soon
after this event the Persian satrap of Egypt sent a large force against
Bar’ ca, which was taken by perfidy, and great numbers of the in-
habitants were carried away into Persian slavery.

27. At a later period, Cyréne and Bar'ea fell under the power of
the Carthaginiaus: they subsequently formed a dependency of Egypt;
and in the year 76 B. C., they were reduced to the eondition of a
Roman provinee. Cyréne was the birth-place of the poet Callim’-
achus; of Eratos’ thenes the geographer, astronomer, and mathema-
tician ; and of Carnéades the sophist. Cyrenean Jews were present
at Jerusalem on the day of pentecost: it was Simon, a Cyrenean
Jew, whom the soldiers compelled to bear the Saviour’s eross; and
Christian Jews of Cyréne were among the first preachers of Chris
tiacity to the Greeks of Antioch. (Matthew, xxvii. 32 : Mark, xv.
21+ Acts, ii. 10: vi. 9: xi. 20.)

|
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CHAPTER V.

ROMAN HISTORY:

FROM THE FOUNDING OF ROME, 753 B. C,, TO THE CONQUESTS OF GREECE AND
CARTHAGE, 146 B.C. = 607 YEARS.

SECTION I:

EARLY ITALY: ROME UNDER THE KINGS: ENDING 510 B. 0.
”

* ANALYSIS. L ITaLy—names and extent of —2. Mountaing, and fertile plains.—3. Climate.—~
4. Principal States and trlbes.—5. Our earliest information of Italy. Eirnscan civilization,
[The Etruscans. The Tiber,]—6. Southern Italy and Sicily colonized by Greeks. The rise of
Rome, between the Etruscans on the one side and the Greeks on the other.—7. Sources and
character of ‘early Roman history.—8. The Roman legends, down to the founding of Alba.-
[Lavin'ium Latium. Alba.]—9. The Roman legends continued, down to the saving ot
Rom’ ulus and Rémus.—10. To the death of Amu’lius.—11. Auguries for selecting the site and
name of a city.—I12. The Founpine or Roxe. [Description of Ancient and Modern Rome.]—
13. Stratagem of Romulus to procure wives for his followers. [Sabines.]—14, War wiTH THE
Sapines. Treachery and fate of Tarpéia.~—I15. Reconciliation and union of the Sabines and
Romans. Death of Tullius. [Laurentines.]—I16. The intervening period, to the death of
Rom‘ulus. Death of Rom'ulus.

17. Rule of the senators. Election of Numa, the 2d king. His institutions, and death,
[Janus.]—I8. Reign of Tur’ Livs HosTIL 1Us, the 3d king, and first dawn of historic truth,—
19. Legend of the Horatii and Curiatit.—20. Tragic death of Horatia. Submission, treachery,
and removal of the Albans, Death of Tul’ lius.—21. The reign of AN’ cus MAaR' T1Us, the 4th
king. [Ostia.]—22. Tarquin THE ELDER, the 5th king. IHis origin. Unanimously called to
the throne. [Tarquin’ii.]—23. His wars, 1is public works, IIis death.—24. SER’vivus
Tuw’' L1us, the 6th king., Legends concerning him. Wars, &c.—25. Division of the people
into centuries. Federal union with the Latins, Administration of Justice, &c.—26. Displeas-
ure of the patricians, and murder of Servius.~27. The reign of TARQUIN THE PROUD, the 7th
king. His reign disturbed by dreams and prodigies.—28. The dispute between Sextus, his
brothers, and Collatinus. How settled. [Ardea Collatia.]—29. The story of Lucretia, and
banishment of the Tarquins,

1. Iravy, known in ancient times by the names Hespéria, Ausonia,
Satur’ nia, and Enbtria, comprises the whole of the -central penin.
sula of southern Europe, extending from the Alps in a 1 macy.
southern direction nearly seven hundred and seventy miles, with a
breadth varying from about three hundred and eighty miles in north-
ern Italy, to less than eighty near its centre.
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