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TO

‘RIS ROYAL HIGHNESS

THE PRINCE REGENT OF PORTUGAL,

PRINCE OF BRAZIL, &c. &c. &c.

Sig,

{UNDER :the sanction of Your Royal Highness, I per-
formed the Travels in your dominions of Brazil, of which
the following is a Narrative : in obedience to the command
with which Your Royal Highness honoured me on my de-
parture from Rio de Janeiro, I now submit it to the Public.

“Uttbiassed either by partiality or prejudice, I have endea-
voured to give a clear and faithful relation of what I have
seen. In describing the present state of Mining and Agricul-
ture in your dominions, I have taken the liberty to suggest
some improvements, which, in my humble opinion, would
tend to increase the revenue of Your Royal Highness, and
multiply the resources of the country. These are the princi-
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pal grounds on which I rest my hope, that the work, notwith-
standing its imperfections, will be found not unworthy of
being patronized by a Prince, whose happiness consists in pro-
moting that of his subjects.

On this occasion I-cannot but express the deep regret I
feel at the decease of that excellent member of Your Royal
Highness’s cabinet, the Condé.de Linuares, whose goodness
and greatness of mind encouraged every pursuit tending to
the public advantage, with a zeal which true patriotism alone
could inspire. Had he lived, I might have presumed on his
receiving these pages with that kind and friendly partiality
which ever distinguished his conduct towards me.  Bereft of
that Nobleman’s protection, I stand unsupported before Your
Royal Highness, to whose patronage 1 submit this work, as a
testimonial of the high respect with which I have the honour
to be '

Your Royal Highness’s most obliged

and most humble servant,

JOHN MAWE.
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- TRAVELS, &ec.

CHAP. L

Voyage to Cadiz and thence to the Rio de la Plata.—Misfortunes at
" Monte Video.—Character of the Inhabztants.—Trade —Geological
- Remarks.

A TRAVELLER who ventures to present hls Narrative to the

Public, is generally encouraged by the conviction that it con-
tains novel and interesting information. This is my case; and I
beg leave, before I begin my story, briefly to state the subject of
it to the Reader, in order that he -may perceive the grounds on
which it claims his attention.

In the year 1804, I was induced to undertake a voyage of com-
mercial experiment, on a limited scale, to the Rio de la Plata.
On my arrival at Monte Video, the ship and cargo were seized ;
I was thrown into prison, and afterwards sent into the interior, .
where I was detained until the taking of that place by the British
troops under Sir Samuel Auchmuty. T afterwards obtained leave
to- accompany the army under General Whitelocke, which was
sent against Buenos Ayres, and I rendered such services to the
expedition as my two years’ residence in the country enabled me
to perform. At the termination of that expedition, I went to Rio
de Janeiro. = A letter of introduction to the Viceroy of Brazil;
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which was given me by the Portugueze ambassador at Londom,
gained me the notice and protection of his brother, the Condé de
Linhares, who had then just arrived with the rest ot the Court, and
who recommended me to the Prince Regent, as a person devoted
to mineralogical pursuits, and desirous of exploring the ample
field for investigation. which his rich and extensive territories pre-
sented. His Royal Highness was graciously pleased to further my
views, not only by granting me letters to the public functionaries
of the various places I wished to visit, but by ordering an escort of
soldiers, and every other necessary provision for performing the
journey. I had the more reason to be grateful for this munificent
patronage, because I knew' that a decree existed prohibiting all
foreigners from travelling in the interior of Brazil, and that o
other Englishman had ever begun such an undertaking with those
indispensible requisites to its success, the permission and gapction
of the Government.

Observations, made, in the course of these Travels, on the
country and on its inhabitants, :conflitate the main part of the
volume now offered to the public. Whatever be their faults or their
merits, they relate to a subject at present extremely interesting,
both in a political and a commercial point of view; they profess
to develope the physical resources of a colony which, through
recent changes, is likély to' become an empire; and in part, to
portray the character of a nation' which is now the most ancient,
and has ever been the most faithful, ally of Gyeat Britain. -

In the year before-mentioned, pursuant to my design of visiting
the Rio de la Plata; I obtained His Majesty’s licence to go thither
in & vessel (my own property by a bottomry-bond) under Spanish
colours, a precaution rendered necessary by our being at war with
France, and by the hourly expectation of a rupture with Spain.
My licence was, strictly speaking, a special one, * protecting all I
“ had on board the Spanish vessel, if, in case of a rupture with
“ Spain, she should be taken by any of our ships of war, priva-
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« teers,” &c. I sailed .on the first of August 1804, and after a fair
voyage arrived at. Cadiz. * It there became necessary to conform to
the colonial regulations of the government, which require that alk
articles of merchandize sent to South America be landed and entered
at the Custom-House, where, on payment of a fee, they receive the
pecessary ' inarks to make them pass for. produce or manufactures of
the mother-country. During my stay in this pert occurred that unfor-
tunate capture of the homeward-bound frigates by the British squa«
dron off Cape Finisterre; which, as may naturally be supposed,
réndered the situation of an Englishman in Cadiz extremely embar-
rassing. War sooh broke out between the :two countries, and this
port was rigorously blockaded. In addition to the ills which befel
me in consequence, I was near falling a victim to the plague which
was then ragiog, and which swept away almost a fourth part of
the inhabitants of Cadiz, of Gibraltar, and of other places in that
region, The effects of this awful scourge were visible in every
social circle ; almost in every family ; and perbaps the despondency
caused by witnessing them, contributed to extend its fatal sway.
I still shudder to remember, that of a party of strangers, amount-
ing to five (myself included), who took coffee together one Saturday
evening in perfect health, I, on the Monday-week following, was
the sole survivor. The progress of the disorder was so rapid, that
three of them died on the fourth day. It would be tedious to
detail the particulars of my own case; but a short account of it
will not perhaps be without its use to those who may, at any future
time, be exposed to similar danger.

The first symptoms I felt were extreme lassitude, heaviness,
and tremor, accompanied with a considerable degree of fever,
which I first observed while on my way to dine with a friend.
I returned to my lodgings and took a grain of calomel, as had
been my daily custom for some time. This precaution had been
suggested to me by a skilful chemist in London, who furnished me
with a quantity of that medicine, to be regularly taken whenever
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I was exposed to contagion of any kind. Believing, however, that
my complaint was only a bad cold, T took some tea and retired to
bed, but passed a restless night. In' the morning while at break-
fast, among the Spanish family with whom I lodged, my appear-
ance, and aversion to food, excited the apprehensions of the lady
of the house, a humane and (to use an expressive family-phrase)
a motherly woman, who assured me that I had the plague. Un-
willing to believe her, though continually growing worse, I increased
my dose of calomel and took tea very copiously. In the afternocon
of the day following I wrote to the worthy Mr. Duff, the consul-
general, requesting him to send Dr. Fife, an English physician,
who, on visiting me, confirmed what my hostess had said, addmg
however that the symptoms were favourable. He preseribed no
medicines, but ordered me to take tamarinds and hot mint tea at _
intervals in large quantities. After a third restless night, I found
my. pulse was above 130, and the fourth day brought the crisis of
my disorder. At night I was suddenly seized with extreme sick-:
ness, which lasted the longer, by reason of the great quantities of
liquid I had taken; a profuse perspiration ensued, and did not
abate until I was reduced from a robust habit of body to a state
of extreme .meagreness and debility. I now recovered rapidly,
and in six days was enabled to visit my friends. Dr. Fife assured
me that the favourable turn of my illness was owing to the calomel
I. had  previously taken, and added, that if I had doubled the
dose. on the first appearance of the symptoms, there would, pro-
bably, have been no occasion for his attendance.

. War being now formally declared, the port of Cadiz was
blockaded with greater rigour than ever, and I had many diffi-
culties to encounter in preparing to continue my voyage. The ill
conduct of my captain threw additional obstacles -in my way,
and gave me doubts respecting his character and experience, which
in the sequel proved but too well-founded. At length the cargo,
baving passed the Custom-House conformably to the understood
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conditions, was safely embarked, and in the latter end of March
1805 we sailed. Our crew consisted wholly of Genoese and Ca-
talans, with the exception of the pilot, a Biscayan, and one good'
Portugueze sailor. As might naturally be expected, we were ‘de~
tained by oné of the blockading squadron, the Amphion, an officer
belonging to which, accompanied me to the Admiral, Sir John
Orde, who, after examining my papers, treated me with -every
civility, and gave me a certificate directing all ships of war, &c.
of his squadron not to molest us, but to render us, if necessary,
all the assistance in their power. This protection was of service
to us some days afterwards, when we were boarded by the Mer-
cury frigate, but, on exhibition of our documents, immediately per-
mitted to ‘proceed. On another .occasion, however, it availed us
but little; we were detained by a cutter privateer from Guernsey,
manned by a set of ruffians, whose captain, after occupying me for
two hours with his insults and menaces, at length suffered me to
pursue my voyage. It is scarcely necessary to advert to another
detention within four leagues of Santa Cruz in Teneriffe, by the
Tartar lugger, also from Guernsey, unless for the sake of contrast-
ing the handsome treatment I experienced from its commander,
with the brutal conduct of the other Guernsey-man..

We touched at Santa Cruz solely for the purpose of t king in
water, having sailed from Cadiz with a strong-Levant or easterly
wind, which, as it was a rare advantage, did not allow us time to
lay in a stock for the voyage. Durmg our short stay here, I was
permitted, after undergoing an examination, to collect some geolo-
gical specimens ; they were all of the volcanic specnes, mtermxxed
with olivin and augite.

Continuing our course to the southwards, we had for some days
a strong trade wind, but were afterwards exposed to a succession
of those calms which frequently prevail between the 7th and 2d
degrees of latitude north of the line. -The tediousness of these
delays was in some degree diverted by immense shoals of bonitos,
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albicores, and flying-fish ; numbers of the latter frequently darted
against our sails and fell on board ; they afforded excellent eating,
The quantity of bonitos we caught filled all our empty barrels, and
as our ballast was salt, we easily preserved them. Their flesh
being coarse and dry, cannot be relished without good sauce, and
for this reason we threw away all except the choice parts. Our
attention was constantly engaged by the numbers of these lively
fish swimming and darting in all directions, and by the efforts of
the poor defenceless flying-fish to avoid them. 'The latter, leaping
out of the water for safety, frequently fell into their pursuers’
mouths, which were ever erect and open to receive their prey.
At night the vivid phosphorescent appearance of these countless
shoals, ever in quick motion, bore a near resemblance to that of
a fire-brand whirled violently about. They attended our eourse for
twelve or fourteen days, and at length forsook us, much to our
regret, as they had so long constituted our sole amusement.

Wearied and exhausted by frequent calms under a vertical sun, -
we were at length relieved by a breege ; and crossing the line at lon-
gitude 239 W. had a favourable passage to the mouth of the great
river Plata, our entrance into which we were enabled to judge
from the muddy colour of the water and from numerous flights of
sea-birds, long before we saw land.

Our passage was impeded by a strong south-west gale, in these |
parts called a Pampero, which blew for several days, and obliged us
to lay the vessel to during the whole time; we shipped so much
water that our boats were hourly in danger of being washed away,
and, owing to the stupid carelessness of a Genoese sailor, our cabin
was at one time half-filled. The gale at length ceased ; a breeze
sprung up to the eastward, and we made all possible sail : after run-
ning a south-west course for two days, we found soundings at thirty-
five fathoms water, and on the second day following at noon, saw the
high land of Maldonado at a distance of about nine leagues, and the
~ Isle of Lobos four or five leagues ahead. Passing through the chan~
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nel which divides them, we encountered a strong breee, and soon
afterwards found ourselves in a very critical situation ; a dark night, a
heavy and -increasing gale of wind, the violent uncertain currents
of the river, the English bank to the south, and the Isle of Flores
to the west-north-west. The captain knew nothing of the navi.
gation, and I was obliged to command instead of advising. I
caused the vessel to be laid to, under the smallest and most
manageable sail possible; kept the lead continually going and
wore the vessel every two hours. The night was one of the most
dreadful I ever witnessed ; the moon was over-cast by heavy black
clouds pouring torrents of rain, accompanied with terrible lightning
and loud thunder; the waves, owing to the shallowness of the
water (seven and eight fathoms), appeared like breakers. At day-
light our prospect was not much bettered ; a dense fog hindered us
from seeing at ull beyond the vessel, and the conflict of the wind
with the current rendered the waves still more boisterous. In the
course of the morning the thunder moderated, but the stormy rain
continted; no object was distinctly visible; hidden rocks and
sand-banks lay on each side of us; and we weve approaching a
channel not a mile wide, rendered more formidable by a strong
. and ever-shifting current. In conséquence of incessant exertion I
was in a most exhausted state, but the captain and crew were
incapable of affording me a moment’s respite; danger seemed to
have deprived them of their reason, and they looked on' all that
passed with a fearful and senseless apathy. 1 had often had occa-
sion to- observe the intrepid constancy and activity of British
seamen in similar emergencies, and I could not but be struck with
the contrast. We shipped several heavy seas which had the
appearance of broken-water, and hence it again became necessary
to keep the lead continually going. At eleven A. M., on finding
that we shoaled our water extremely fast, being already in four
fathom and over very hard ground, I was counvinced that we were
at the head of the English bank, and therefore immediately wore on
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the other tack toward: 'the island of Flores.. The fog prevented us
from taking a meridional observation; but at three P. M. it cleared,
and to our great joy we saw Monte Video beforeé us atifour leagues
distance. - Our seamen. now took heart, and begah to be- more
expert; we made all sail, but, the wind gradually declining, and
a strong current setting  directly from the harbour, we were obliged
in the evening to let go our anchor about two leagues outside the
port.. Night set.in,.accompanied by heavy gusts of. wind, which
required me to be.constantly upon. deck, as Spanish sesmen know
nothing that belongs to- an anchor-watch, and heartily grudge the
care and labour that it. demands.. ‘Hence' they-did. not fail to
béstow ill-natured: smeers: and gibes on me and -my nation for the
tronble I caused them, in‘culling them up to let go another anchor;
little reflecting that had it-not been ready ere they left the deck, we
should in all probability have been wrecked. Anether twenty-four
hours of unfavourable weather ensued, and on the day followmg we
entered the harbour of Monte Video. - - ,
- 'The hardships I experienced in reaching this ilk-fated port, were
a fit. prelude to the misfortunes. that awaited me there. - We were
bound for Buenos .Ayres, but my captain,” who.'in London and at
Cadiz had assured me that he had the experience of a pilot in the
Rio de la Plata, proved. totally ignorant of its navigation, and
urged this circumstance as-his reason for . putting.into Monte Video;
Happy should I have been, if this had been the only instance ot
his ignorance ; he gave an ill-judged and blundering report of me
to the governor, and the sailors affirmed that I was an ‘Englishman,
‘declaring at the same time that we had passed an. English squadron
under Spanish colours.. ‘This statement was enough to whet the
avarice of the governor, who, notwithstanding I had served the
colony, in bringing a cargo which was then much wanted, aud
every article of which had paid legal duty in Cadiz, ordered me
to be thrown into prison.. I was placed in close confinement on
board a wretched sloop of war; and" though my health was much
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impaired in consequence of exertion during the voyage, I was
denied every comfort, except such indulgences as the officers, who
lived on shore, could at times clandestinely allow. - Unprovided
with letters of recommendation to any person in the town, and
destitute of the means of making myself known, I had the morti-
fication to see the property I had brought with me seized, and my
papers taken away to be searched and examined. I was enjoined to
make declarations, and to give evidence against myself, to men whose
sole wish was to find a pretext for criminating me. After three or
four examinations, it was found that I had sailed from Cadiz with a
cargo of goods, marked, manifested, and duly registered, as Spanish ;
nor could any circumstance be discovered as a ground of accusation
against me, but the strong suspicion that I was an Englishman, and
on that account could not be too harshly treated. I had no lenity to
expect from the governor, nor indeed from any of his advisers, who
were, for the most part, men of the lowest order, refugees from Old Spain
in consequence of criminal prosecutions.” The rest of his associates
were the captains and officers of two Spanish privateers, all French-
men, whose natural prejudices, no doubt, centributed to foment his
antipathy against me. My sole reliance was on the consignee of the
cargo, who at length arrived from Buenos Ayres; but instead of
clearing up the affair, he joined my persecutors, knowing that if he
gave security he should have the cargo delivered to him. This
favourable opportunity he failed not to embrace; he sold the pro-
perty, and withheld the proceeds under the pretext, that he could not
pay them over to me while I remained a prisoner. This conduct
to one who had depended on him for support, and who relied on his
continually delusive promises of assistance, proves him to be one of .
those mean and spiritless beings whose station in society is mid-way
between the simpleton and the knave. ,

My confinement would probably have been long, but for the good
services of a Limenian who attended me during my illness in Cadig,
and who came over in the vessel withme. He was the only person I

c
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was permitted to see ; and he interested himself so mueh in my behalf,
that an old gentlewoman with whom he had formed an.acquaintance,
determined, on hearing my story, to procure my liberation, and
never rested until she had procured two bondsmen to answer for my
appearance when called for.

- The treatment I expenenoed while in prison, is. one of the many
instances of oppression which disgraced the administration of the
governor, Pasqual Ruis Huidobro. It is well known that his political

conduct was entirely subservient to the interests of the French, and

that he lost no opportunity of evincing his attachment to their cause.
As a farther proof.of this, I may state, that he caused all the cap-
tured English seamen to be confined in the prison, and, although its
spacious court was doubly grated and guarded, he debarred them the
useé of it, and ordered them to be shut up night and day in a small
room, the door of -which was. never opened except when v1ctuals
were given them.

A-ware of his severity, and knowmg that I was the only pnsoner at
large, I was very circumspect, and strove to guard my conduct and
discourse against artful misconstruction ; but I had the misfortune to
incur his displeasure at a moment when I least suspected it, by a very
trivial, and certainly unintentional offence. Same written papers had
been stuck up in various parts of the town, by order of Government,
inviting foreign seamen to enter the service. Returning home at
midnight from a visit, I observed -one of these placards; the rain,
which was pouring very fast, had partly detached it from the wall,

and it was blown to and fro by the wind. Curious to examine. the -

contents of .a paper that bhad atlracted the attention of many per-
sons in the course of the day, I took it down and carried it home
with me ; this- was observed by an old Spaniard of the name of
Dias, who gloried much in having it in his power toinjure me, though
- a perfect stranger to him, and unconscious of baving done any thing
to excite his malice. At the instance of this man an order was issued
by the governor for my arrest; I'was roused from my bed by the
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officers, and again hurried to prison. What chirges were brought
against mie I could learn only by report ; they were vague and inde-
finite, and no opportunity of answering them was allowed me. After
a close confinement of six.weeks, during which period my case was
laid before the Viceroy of Buenos Ayres, I was again suffered to be
at large on payment of a fee of three hundred dollars. It was to the
humane exertions of my advocate, seconded by those of the Lime-
nian dnd’the lady before-mentioned, that I owed this mitigation of
my captivity, and I gratefully acknowledge that they made every
provision in their power to render my situation. comfortable,

During my stay at Monte Video another adventure befel me, which
had well nigh cost me my life ; 1 am induced to relate it, by reason

"of the insight it gives into the character of a certain class of the
people. I had gone on a shooting excursion to the promontory
opposite Monte Video, with my much-valued friend Captain Collet,
owner of two or three large American ships, and M. Godefroy, a
merchant, resident in the town. After some hours sport we met
a party of four Spaniards, among whom were Mr. Ortiga, the
consignee of Captain Collet, and a. person called Manuel d’Tago.
Our friend M. Godefroy had some conversation with them at a short
distance from us, and on his return gave us to understand that
D’Iago had said it would not cost him above five hundred dollars to
send a pair of bullets through me, and that had I been alone he
would not have scrupled to do it. For this blood-thirsty insinuation
I was at a loss to conjecture any motive, nor knew I the man, ex-
cept by report, which designated him as a captain of militia,
extremely rigorous in his treatment of the unfortunate English, when-
ever his ‘turn to mount guard at the prison subjected them to his
authority. '

We pursued our diversion; he and his party meanwhile arrived at
the Signal-house, about three miles above us, where they took re-
freshment. Some space. of time afterward we observed a horse-
soldier ride down towards us, who on approaching eyed us with a
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look of great suspicion. I had some little talk with him, having
frequently seen him there: before. He returned directly to the
Guard-house, and an hour afterwards five blandengues, or horse-
soldiers, sallied from the place at full speed, and, surrounding us,
demanded our arms at the peril of our lives. Each of us obeyed,
by. surrendering his fowling-piece, M. Godefroy at the same time
enquiring the cause of this extraordinary treatment; but they ordered
him to be silent, and to march on along with us, or they would tie him
on horse-back. We were conducted to the (Guard-house, and de-
livered (the officer being absent) to the corporal: on guard, a fiery
old Spaniard, who.ordered us into an inner room and placed two
sentinels at the door. The fellow:was so stifted by passion, . that we
could not: get an answer from him ; at every moment he was drawing
a lang sabre which hungat his side, and venting his fury in the
most abusive language. After a full halfshour of expostulation on
our.part, and menace on his; M. Godefroy obtained a hearing from
him, and, declaring that he was a merchant, married and actually
settled in Monte Video, begged to know by what authority and
under what pretext he was imprisoned. The corporal, on learning
this, sent a soldier to the officer on guard, and while waiting his -
return, related that D’lago had described us as Englishmen be-
longing to a privateer, who had landed with an intention to blow up
the powder-magazines, kill bullocks, and plunder the natives. It
was evident from his manner that he was very willing to believe this
account, and that by treating us with severity he hoped to display
his zeal for the service, and obtain promotion. M. Godefroy’s tes-
timony being at length attended to, another soldier was dispatched
to,D’Iag)’s party, who were not yet embarked, with notice that one
of us afirmed himself to be a resident in Monte Video. This. they
did not contradict, but persisted. in" their accusations of the rest of
our -party; Mr.Ortiga denied any knowledge of Captain Collet,
probably imagining that, in case of our conviction, he should benefit
. by. the-cargoes which the latter had :consigned to. him;: -and for
9
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me, whom they denounced as a spy, no punishment in their opinion
could be too ignominious. On the return of the soldier, the. corporal
thought proper to release M. Godefroy, who took our boat to cross
the port-to Monte Video with the intention. of procuring an order
for our liberation; but they had scarcely sailed when a gust of wind
arose, and as he and the two boys he bad with him .could not
manage the sails, they were nearly overset, and after considerable
danger were picked up by a ship in the road. Meanwhile Captain
Collet and. I: remained .in strict custody, and at every syllable of
complaint ‘we uttered, the corporal brandished his sabre over our
heads, roared out for the guard, and vociferated the most oppro-
brious language against the. English. Thus threatened at.every mo-
ment with assdassination, we withdrew into a. corner of the room, and
quietly ‘waited until the officer on guard arrived, when we were cons
ducted in great form, between two men with drawn swords, into the
room where he sat to receive us. Nothing could exceed my joyful
surprise at recognizing in the officer an excellent and worthy friend,
whom I had often visited at his chacara.or farm, and who had
given me repeated ‘proofs of his liberal disposition and intelligent
mind. His surprize exceeded mine; for instead of planderers or
spies, such as report had described us, he. found an American mer-
chant and a prisoner at large under bail.. He was deeply grieved
and ashamed at the treatment we had met with, liberated us im-
mediately, mounted us on his own horses, and appointed.a trusty
person to attend us to Monte Video, where we arrived at eight in
the evening. The disappointment of the corporal appeared as deep
as his rage had been violent; and the recollection of his conduct
operated on us as a warning against persons of his class, who rarely
see an opportunity of doing mischief to a stranger without 2 strong
inclination to avail themselves of it.

 During the time I was at large, I had leisure to acquire some
knowledge of Monte Video. It is a tolerably well-built town,
standing on a gentle elevation at the extremity of a small peninsula,



(14 )

andiswalled entirelyround. Its population amounts to between15,000
and 20,000 souls. The harbour, elthough shoal, and quite open to
the pamperos, is the best in.the Rio de la Plata: it has a very soft
bottom of deep mud. When the wind continues for some time at
north-east, ships drawing twelve feet water are frequently a-ground
for several days, so that the harbour cannot be called a good one
for vessels above three hundred or four bundred tons.

There are but few capital buildings ; the town in general consists
of houses of one story, paved with brick, and provided with very
poor: conveniences. In the square is a cathedral, very handsome,
but awkwardly situated ; opposite to it, is an edifice divided into a
town-house or cabildo, and a prison. The streets, having no pave-
ment, are always either clouded with dust or loaded with mud,
as the weather happens to be dry or wet. In seasons of drought the
want of conduits for water is a serious inconvenience, the well, which
principally supplies the town, being .two miles distant.

Provisions here are cheap and in great abundance. Beef-in par-
ticular is very plentiful, and, though rarely fat or fine, makes ex-
cellent soup. The best parts of the meat may, indeed, be called tole-
rable, but they are by no means tender. The pork is not eatable.
Such is the profusion of flesh-meat, that the vicinity for two miles
round, and even the purlieus of the town itself, present filthy
spectacles of bones and raw flesh at every step, which feed immense
flocks of sea-gulls, and in summer breed myriads of fli¢s, to the
great annoyance of the inhabitants, who are obliged at table to have
a servant or two continually employed in fanning the dishes with
feathers, to drive away those troublesomie intruders.

- Of the character of the inhabitants of Monte Video, I ain perhaps
not qualified to speak impartially, having been treated with.un.
merited harshness, deprived of my property, and repeatedly pers
secuted on the.most groundless suspicion. These abuses, however,
are solely chargeable on the governor and on the persons imme-
diately under his influence; and I am bound in fairness to avow that

~




( 35 )

I did not perceive any disposition in-the generality, of the people to
injure or oppress_me.. From.individuals in the town I received all
the assistance which disinterested benevolence could: afford to a. pers
son in my critical sitnation; and were I, from the impulse of gratis
tude, to judge of the whole by a part, I.should say, that the inha-
bitants of Monte Video, particularly the Creolians, are humane and
well disposed, when not-actuated by political or religious prejudices.
Their habits of life are much the same with those-of their brethren
in. Old Spain, and seem to proceed from the same remarkable union
of two apposite. but not: incompatible qualities, indolence and tem-
perance.. The ladies are generally affable and  polite, extremely
fond of dress, and very neat aund.cleanly in their persops. They
adopt the English. costume at home, but.go abroad usually.ir black,
and always covered with a large veil or mantle. At mass they in-
variably appear in black silk, bordered with deep fringes. They
delight in conversation, : for which their vivacity eminently -qualifies
them, and.they are very courteous to strangers. '

The - chief trade ‘of Monte Video consists in hldes, tallow, and
dried beef; the two former of these articles.are exported to Europe,
and the Jatter.is sent to the West Indies, especially to the Havannah.
Coarse copper. from Chili in sqoare cakes is-sometimes sbipped bere, -
as well as a herb called Matté from Paraguay, the infusion of which
is.as common-a beverage in these parts as tea is in Englaod.

The inhabitants were by no means opulent before the English
took. the. garrison, but through. the misfartunes of the’ latter at
Buenos Ayres, and the losses: of our commercial adventurers by
ithjudged and imprudent speculations, they were considerably
enriched. 'The great prospects indulged in England, before the
expedition to the Plata, of immense profits by trade to that river,
bave generally ended in ruin; very few, indeed, of the speculators
have. escaped without considerable loss. Property, once litigated,
might be considered in a fair way for confiscation; and in case of
its having been deposited until certain questions were decided,
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restitution was generally obtained at the loss of one half, It fre-
quently happened that goods -detained in the Custom-houses or
lodged in private stores in the river were opened, and large quanti-
ties stolen. The party on whom. suspicion seemed most reasonably
to fall was the consignee, who, even with a few cargues, was
generally observed to get rich very rapidly. Not contented with
the profits accruing from his commission, he seldom scrupled to take
every advantage which possession of the property afforded him, of
furthering his own interests at the expence of his correspondent.
The dread of a legal process could be but a slight check upon him,
for in the Spanish courts of justice, as- well as in others, anative and
a stranger are seldom upon equal terms. : Other circumstances have
concurred to enrich the inhabitants of Monte Video.: It isa faet which
T afterwards ascertained, that the English exported thither, goods te
the amount of a million and a half sterling, a small partion of which,
on the restoration of the place to the Spaniards, was.re-shipped for
the Cape of Good Hope and the West Indies; the remainder  was
for the most part sacrificed at whatever price the Spaniards chose to
give. As their own produce advanced in proportion. as ours lowered
in price, those among them whoe speculated gained considerably:. The
holders of English goods sald their stack at upwards. of ﬁ&y per eent
profit immediately after the evacuation of the place....: - ..

The climate of Monte :Video -is' humid.: The. weather, :in the
winter months (June, July, and August), 1is at times boisterous, and
the -air in that season is generally keen-and piercing. In summer
the serenity of the atmosphere is frequently interrupted by tre-

* - mendous thunder-storms, preceded by dreadful lightning, - which

frequently damages the shipping, and-followed by: heavy rain which
sometimes destroys the harvest. The heat is troublesome, and is
rendered more so to strangers by the swarms of mosquitoes, which
it engenders in such numbers that they mfest every apartment. .
The town stands on a basis of granite, the feldspar of which is
for the most part of an opaque milk-white colour, in a decom-
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posing state; in some places it is found of a fiesh-red colour and
crystallized. The mica is generally large and foliated, in many
places imperfectly crystallised. It is obvious that the excessive
quantity of mud in the harbour and throughout the banks of the
river cannot have been formed from this stratum. - The high mount
on the opposite side of the bay, which is crowned with a Light-
house, and gives name to the town, is principally composed of clay-
alate in lamine perpendicular to the horigon. This substance ap-
pears much like basalt in texture, but,its fracture is less conchoidal; it
decomposes into an imperfect species of wakké, and ultimately into’
ferruginous. argil, ' \Beds.of -dlay, from which ﬂows much water, are
abservable in various.parts of the. mountain. .« 1 ... ;-

" The - vicinity ‘of Monte Video. ie *agreeably dxverstﬁed thh low
gently-sloping hills; and- long valleys watered' by beautiful rivulets ;
but the 'prospects thiey afford are rdrely enlivened: by traces of cul-
tivation ; few enclosares are seen'except the'gardens of the principal
merchaats. - The same defect:appears in' a north-east direction from'
the town, where similar varieties' of-hill, valley, #nd water prevail,
and seem to want only the embellistrment of sylvan scenery to com-
plete the landseape. . Sume' wood, iudeed, ‘grows on the margin of
the.Riachuelo, :which is used for ‘tlietbuilding of hovels and: for fuel.
There is a pleasaat stream: about ten leagues from Monte Video
called the Louza, the banks of which seem to invite the labour of
the: planter; and would certainly produce abundance of timber®. It
is to be remarked that the almost entire want of this article here,
occasions great ‘inconvenience and expence: wood for mechanical
purposes is extremely scarce, and planks are so dear that hardly
one house with a boarded floor is to be found.

" ® Here I found mint, caraway, and many other aromatic herbs,gtowmg wild ip the
greatest luxuriance. The ftratum of vegetable earth was at least two yards thick.
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CHAP, 11.

Journey to Barriga Negra.—Geology of the Country .— Limestone, and
- Mode of burning it.—Horned Cattle.—Peons — Horses. — Defective
© State of Agriculture.—Manners of the Inhabitants.— Dress.—Wild

Animals.— Monte Video taken by the British.—My Return thither.

ON: the arrival of General Beresford's expedition in' thie rives, ¥
was again ordered -into elose confinement, but my'advseate
ehtrined. pamnission for me te he sent into the interior, under:a stipu-
lation: net te: appreach within forty leagueés of Monte Video. Thia
removal. seemed ' for the mement. te shut out all' hape ef qbtaining
my liherty,. and at the:same time threatened te expose e to.fresh
dangers, hut. ] derived some ‘comsajatian fram the genérous: offiérs: of
shelter and protection made, to me by a worthy Spamard named Don
Juan, Martines, whese establishmeént, mot inore than fifty. leagues
from. the laka of Meni, waa situated. at the full distance preseribed: in
the ordems. respecting me, A retreat sp- remoté and . unfrequénted
offered fow amusements to.relieve the tediousness of banishment, - bat
it a¢ least. afforded the prospect of a: wider range for mineralogical ab-
sarvatian, and of ampler leisure to attend ta thismy favomrite pairsuid.
Inthe course of the jeurney thithen, my attedtion waa principally
angaged by the wild -and. salitary aspect. of the country. Abeut,
twenty-five leagues.north-ehst from Monte Video, k observes am
irregular ridge of granife mountaina in a direction medrly verth: and
south, and the country from this distance gradually assumes a
rugged appearance. Mica is very common upon the road, and in
some places quartz; ‘on one hill I gathered several detached crystals
of the latter substance. The ravines of these stony wilds and the
wooded margins of the rivers afford shelter to many ferocious animals,
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sach as jaguars, hére called tygers, lons, and ounces. Here are also
goeat nambers of wild dogs which breed in the rocks, and at times
make great havoc among the young cattle. The farms in this
district, for the most part, include tracts of land from twenty to
thirty miles .in length by Ibalf that extent in breadth, watered by
pleasiag: streams. Vast herds of cattle are bred upon them; it ip
calcolated that each scuare league sustains 1500 or 2000 head.
At the distance of about forty leagwes from Monte Video, in the
direction above mentioned, the range of hills graduwally lessens and
disappears ; the cowntty opens fimely on the left, and is intersected
by numerous rivulets. . After crossing several of these we arrived at.
the head of a little breok called Polancos, which a few miles below,
assumes thie name of Barriga Negra. 1t there receives several small
streams, and in the course of ten leagues is augmented bythe con-
fluence of sdme others ; becoming thus a considerable river, abeat
as large as the Trent at Gaimsborough, it. is denominated Godoy,
but on passitig into the Portugueze territories it changes its name to
that of Zebolyati and flows into the Lagun Meni. . Near the junction
of two rivulets, that form the Barriga Negra, stands the great lime-
kiln' of my friend, in- whose house 1 took up my residence, and was
peceived with that kindmess and - sincere hospitality which in dn' in-
stant dispelled every dowbt from my mind, and excited in me.sen-
timents of gratitude that were every day more deeply nmpvressed in
my heart. _
Having become thomghiy domesticated in my new abode, Ilngu
to take exeursions into the surrownding district and the parts beyond
it. The country in general may be termed stony and mouatainous,
though its inequdlities do not exceed those of Derbyshire. No
traces of either voleanic or alluvial matter are to.be found; the solid
rock frequently appears on the surface, and in many places projects
in masses of various sizes. The mountains and rocks are of gramte
no veins of metallic substance have hitherto been discovered, but |
fine red and yellow Jjasper, cha]cedony, and quartz, are not.uadte-
D 2
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quently found loose on the surface. Some fossils of the asbestos
kind and some very poor oxides of iron are likewise to be met with
occasionally. The bases of many of the conical granite mountains
are overlaid with (apparently) primitive lime-stone of an obscure blue
colour, in lamine ; I found in this substance many capillary veins.of
calx-spar, and sometimes crystals of pyrites. In .one part of the
vicinity there is a plain about half a mile square, on the surface of
which are found large quantities of white lime-stone in nodules ; it
is of a very close texture, but being considered inferior in quality to
the other species it is never converted into lime. The summits of
these mountains.are no where calcareous, excepting those of one
ridge, the singular appearance of which induced me to traceit as
far as was practicable. The lime-stone on these summits is of ‘a
close compact kind, united to transparent quartz in a tabular form,
standing, as it were, in lamina perpendicular to the horizon, and:
thus presenting to the view a number of upright slabs somewhat
similar to the grave-stones in a country church-yard. This singular
ridge apparently commences at a mountain of very unusual form,
and, extending about two miles, in which it crosses two or three
valleys, terminates in a ravine of considerable depth. .. No vestige
of calcareous crystallization appeared in this lime-stone®*. 1t is
singular to remark, that the cavities formed by the lamine afford:
refuge for reptiles, particularly rattle-snakes; the person employed
by Mr. Martinez in getting the stone destroyed upwards of twenty-
seven serpents of that species in the course of a few weeks. . ..
The lime-stone is loosened by the wedge and lever, and brought
away in large slabs to the kilns, where it is broken into fragments of'
a convenient size, and burnt with wood. The kilns are capacious, -
but so badly constructed .that the process of calcination .is' very

_* At a small town called Minas, ten leagues from Maldonado, I was informed that there
was a lead mine in lime-stone. A picce of that substance was sent to me ; it was flesh-
coloured, granular, and close in texture, :
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slow and tedious.. The lime, when slaked, is measured, put into.
sacks made of green hides, -and sent in large carts, drawn by oxen,
principally. to.Colonia, Monte .Videu, and Buenos Ayres. :

- Barriga Negra is distant about 160 miles. nosth-east from Monte
Video, about. 120 from Maldonado, and 90 from the town of Minas.
The country around it is mountainous, ‘well watered, and not des-
. titude.of wood. The banks of the streams are.thickly.covered with
trees, rarely, however, of: large size, for .the: creeping plants, inter-
weaving . with the shoats, check their growth .and form an impesy
netrable thicket. Here are numbers of great breeding estates,
many of which. are stocked with from 60,000 to 200,000 .head of
cattle. These are guarded principally by men- from Paraguay called
Peons, who live in hovels built for the purpose at convenient dis-
tances. Ten thousand head are allotted to four or five Peons, whose
business it is-to collect them every morning and evening, and once,
or twice a month to drive them into pens where, they are kept for a
night. The cattle by this mode of management are soon tamed ; a
ferocious or vicious beast I never saw among them. Breeding is alone,
attended to; neither butter nor cheese is made, and milk is scarcely
known as' an article of food. The constant diet of the people,
morning, noon, and night, is beef, eaten almost always without
bread, and frequently without salt. This habitual subsistence on:
strong food would probably engender diseases, were it not corrected,
by copious draughts of an infusion of their favounte herb Matté,
which are frequently. taken.

* 'The dwellings of the Peons are in general very wretched, the walls
being formed by a few upright posts interwoven with small branches,
of trees, plastered with mud inside and out, and the roof thatched
with long grass and:rushes. . The doer is also of wicker-work,
or, in ity stead, a green hide stretched on sticks and. removeable
at pleasure, The furniture of these poor hovels consists of a few
scalps ‘of horses,. which are. made. to serve for seats; and of 8

9 4 .
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stretched hide to lie wpon. The principal if not the sole cooking
utensil is a Tod or spit of iron stuck in the ground in an ob-~
lique position, so as to incline over the fire. The: béef whem
spitted om this instrument is left to roast until the part next the fire
is supposed to be done enough, then a twistis given 10 the rod,
which is occasionally repeated, uatil the whole is cooked.. The
juices of the meat, by this mode of roasting, belp to mend the fire,
and indeed the people seem to think that they are fit for nothing
else. The meat, which is naturally poor and coarse, being thus
dried to a cake, bears little affinity to the boasted roast beef of
England. Fuel, in some parts, is s0 extremely scarce that the fol-
lowing strange expedient.is resorted to for a sapply. As the mares
in this country are kept solely for breeding, and are mever trained to
labour, they generally exceed the due preportion ; a flock of them
1 frequeatly kiMed, and their carcases, wmh the emept»nof the
bides and tails, are used as fiving.

The Peons are chieflty emigrants from Pamgua:y, amd it is a sin-
gelar fact that, among the numbers that are here settled, very few
women are 3o be found.” A person may travel in these parts for
days together without seeing or hearing of a singhe female in the
course of his jeurrey. To this. circumstance may be.attributed. the
total absence of domestic comfort in the dwellings of these wretched
men, and the gloomy apathy observable in their dispesitions and
habits. Tt is true that the mistress of an estate may ocoasionnly.
visit it for a few months, but she is obliged during her.stay to live
in great seclasion, on acecoumt of the dreadful conaequenees to. be :
apprehended from bemg so exposed..

The dexterous mode in which the Pemns oaﬁch their cattale, by
throwing a noose over them has been frequently detailed, but cer~
tainly no description can do full justice to their agility. They throw.
with equal precision and effect, whether at full' gallop .or at vest..
Their method of catching horses by means of bals attached to



(92)

leathes thowgs, i similar to the former but more umeming ; scancely
an instanee has been known of its failure, except in those frequens
trials: which are requisite. to acquire perfect skill in the practice. . -

They  have a very singular and simple way of traming: mules
and horses: td :drawlight carts;; codches, &c. - No hardess .is
made use of;"a saddle or pad s girted on,. and alleather thoug is
fastensd: to. the igivth. on- one side, so that: the ahimal movimg: fop
wand, with his body in :a rather oblique divection, keeps. his legy
cleao of the:apparatus which is-attaehed -to him, and draws with @
freedom-amd an agility ' that in g/ stranger excite great surprise.. A
- similar - contrivance. is- used’ in the catching of: cattle. The Peow
fastens ‘ore end’ of his lazo (or noosed thong) to the girth of his
horse, 'who ' soon’ learns to. place himself in. such an attitede as to
draw the ex which his rider hus.caught, ‘and even should the latter
dismount, he keeps the thong on the stretch.

The ‘horses in this country are very :spirited,  and: perform almost
incredible labour.  They seldom: work longer than & week at a time,
being then: turned' out to. pasture for months: together. Their sole
food is grass, and the treatment they meet with.from their masters is:
most -harsh and unfeeling. They are frequently galloped' until their
generous fire is spent, and: they: drop through: exhaustion .and' fa~
tigue. - The make: of the bridle is alone sufficient to- torture the:
animaly being of the heawy Spanish fashion. - They are mever shod.
'Bhe girths of the' saddles are of ‘a curious. eonstruction ; fhey are:
generally formed of shreds of green hide, or of the sinew of ithe:
neck ; the middie part is twenty inches broad; termimated at each.
end by an iron ring. One of these ends is made fast to- the saddle.
by its ring ; to the other side of the saddle is attached a third ring
and a pliable strap, which, -being' passed: through it and the girth-.
ring three or foor times, affords the rider great purchase;, and enables
him:to gird the saddle very tight, which ¥ thus kept go firm in. its’
place that a crupper is unnecessary, and indeed is.n¢ver used. -
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. Trained horses are here from five to seven dollars each; horned
cattle, in good condition, by the herd of a thousand at two dollars
a head; mares at three rials (1s. 6d. sterling) each. Sheep are very
scarce and never eaten ; they are kept by some families merely for
the sake of their wool, which is made into flocks for bedding. It is
worthy of remark that in the remote parts of the interior, where no
settlements have been made, the .cattle are found of a dark dirty
brown colour, except on a small part of the belly, which is white,
but when they become domesticated they produce bréeds of a
lighter ‘colour, with hides beautifully spotted and variegated. The
fine herds bred in many parts of this district have often tempted the
Portugueze to make predatory incursions, and the country -being
accessible by fine open passes to the frontier, as well as to the north
side of the Plata, these violations of territory have been carried on
to a very serious extent. So frequent were they at one period that
it became necessary to appeint a military force to parade the boun-
daries and to defend the Spanish settlerents against these inroads.

In taking s general view of the country, a stranger caniot but
observe, with regret, that while nature has been profuse in her.
blessings, the inhabitants have been neglectful in the improvement:
of them. Here is, for instance, abundance of excellent clay and
plenty of wood on the margin of the rivers, yet it is rare to meet
with an inclosure, even for a kitchen garden, much more so for a
corn-field. They generally choose their gropnds for tillage by the
bank of a rivulet, so as to have one side or sometimes two sides
bounded by it; the remainder is fenced in the most clumsy and.
bungling manner imaginable. Ploughing is performed by the help
of two oxen yoked to a crooked piece of wood, about four inches in
diameter, and pointed at the end. After the ground has been:
rooted up, the wheat is sown, without any previous attempt to clear
it from noxious seeds. While it grows up, it is never weeded ; so
that wild oats, poppies, and other pernicious herbs, thriving among
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it in thick luxuriance, obstruct the sun’s rays and hinder it from

ripening kindly. Indian corn, beans, melons, &c. are all treated
m a similar way. The wheat, when ripe, is cut down with snckles
and gathered into heads or sheaves. -A circular pen of from 40 to
60 yards in diameter is then formed with rails and hides; in the
centre of this enclosure is placed a quantity of about 100 or 200
quarters of wheat in the straw. The pile is so formed as to have the
ears on the outside as much as possible. A small quantity is pylled
down towards the circumference of the circle, and a herd of about
fw.enty mares are driven in, which, being untamed, are easily
frightened and made to gallop round. At this pace they are kept
by means of whips for four or five hours, until the corn is trod out
of the ears, and the straw is completely reduced. Another parcel of
the sheaves is then pulled down, and a fresh herd of mares is let in,
and this operatnon is repeated until the whole heap is reduced, and
the straw is broken as small as chaff. In this state it is left until a
bnsk wind happens to rise ; and then the winnowing is performed by
émptying baskets of the mixed grain and chaff at an elevation of
elght feet from the ground While the chaff is borne away by the
current of air, the grain falls, and at the close of the operation, is
sewed up in green hides. In this state it is sent to the sea-ports,
‘where a_considerable quantity of biscuit is prepared for sluppmg
It is obvious, that by the above mode of separating the grain, a con-
siderable quantity must be lost by abrasion, and by mixture with a
large portion of earth which cannot be blown away by the wind.

. The climate and soil are equally favourable for the growth of
gtapes, apples, peaches, and in short every species of fruit belonging
to the temperate zone, but these are known here only as rarities.
That inestimable root, the potatoe, would thrive abundantly, if once
introduced ; but, though much has been said in’ recommendation of
it, the people remain totally averse to this or any other proposal
for improving their means of subsistence, and seem to wish for
nothing beyond the bare necessaries of life. Indeed the state of

B -
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society among. them weakens, those ties which naturally attach nien
to .the soil on, which they are accustomed to subsist.... The Peons;
bmug,ht from Paraguay in, their infancy, grow up to the age of man+
hoad in astate .qf. servitude, uncheered by domestic comfort ; at
that period they generally wander in seaich of emplayment towsrd
the coast, where money.is in greater plenty. - They are for the most
part ar.honest and harmless race, thongh. equally asliable, from the
circumstances. of their. condition,. to acquire. habits of gambling and
intoxicatipn*, as.the higher classes of the people, numbers of whom
fall victims to thiose seductive vices. .The various evils hence result-
ing are:multiplied by the lax administration of the laws ; .even in case
of murder:the criminal has little to fear if he.can escape to a distance
‘of twenty or tbi‘rty leagues; he there lives in obscurity, pmbably for

etk

*® Suchijs tbcn- excessive propensity to gamblmg, that they ftequently carry cards in :heu
pocket, and, when an opportunity occurs; form partics, and retire to a convénient place,
where one of them spreads his pancho or mantle on the greund, in lieu of a table. Wheh
‘the loser has parted: with his money, he ,will. stake his glothes, eo that the game generally
continues umxl one of them goes away .almost naked. This bad practice often leads to
serious consequences. .I once observed a party playing in the neighbourhood of a chapel
after mass had been said, when the clergyman came and kicked away.the cards in order to
put-an end to the game.: On this ene of the Peons rose up, and retiring a few paces, thus
accosted . the intruder : ¢ Father, I.will obcy you as a priest; but” (drawing his knifc)
¢ you must bewarc how you molest our diversion.” The clergyman knew. the. despérate
character of these menm too well to remonstrate, and retired , very hastily not a little
chagrined.

'On another occasion'a party of Peons ‘were gamblmg with a Spam,sh corporal in the
prison-yard, when a dispute arising, the latter drew his sword on his unarmed antagonist,
“and wounded him so_severely in the arm, .that he was-obliged to undergo amputation: tb,c
-day following.

It is usual for a Peon who has been fortunate at play, to g° to Monte Video and clothe
himself anew in the shop of a slop-seller. While the man is looking out the articles he
callg for, he deliberately places his dollars on the counter, in scparate piles, assigning each
to its-destined purposc. -. He then retires to a corner, and attires himself; an unfortunate
comrade invariably.attends him, who examines his cast clothes, and, if better than his own,

“puts them on, . After passing a few days in idleness, he scts out on his retumn home, where
he appears in-his new dress.
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the remaindér of his life, without ever beirg brought to justice. I
know ‘mot 'whether this want of vigilance in the magistracy be not.a
temptation for the numerous refugees who seek-shelter here; isuch as
European Spaniards, who have deserted from the-service or have
been banished for their ctimes. These wretches, 'loaded' with ghilt,
flee into the interior, where they seldoin fail to find some one or other
of their countrymhen who is willing to' give them  employment,
though frequently at the peril of his life. By the corrupt example
of these refugees, the innocent Creolian is soon initiated in vice, and
becomes ‘a‘prey to all those'violent passions whwch are -engendered
and fostered by habitual intoxieation. -
~.-.The common dress of the: people is such as might be expected'
from their indolence and poverty.* They generally go without shoes
and stockings ;- indeed as they rarely go on foot, they have seldom:
occasion for'shoes. ' Some of them, particularly the Peons, make a
kind of boots from the raw skins of young horses, which they fre-
quently kill for this sole purpose. 'When the animal is dead, they
cut the skin round the thigh, about eighteen inches above the gam-
brel ; having stripped it, they stretch amd dress it until it loses the
hair and becomes quite'white. * The lower part, which’ eovered the:
joint, forms the lieel, and the extremity is tiéd up in a bunch to
cover the toes. These boots, when newly finished, are of a delicate
colour, and very generally admired. The rest of their apparel con-
sists of ‘ajacket, which is universally worn. by all ranks, ‘and a.shirt
and drawers made of a coarse cotton cloth brought from the Brazils.
Children run-about with no dress but their shirts until 'their fifth or
sixth year. Their education is very little attended to, and is con-
fined to mere rudiments ; a man who is able to read and wnte, is
consldered to have all the learning he can-desire. g

“Among the many natural advantages which this district possesses,
are the frequent falls in the rivulets and larger streaims, which might
be converted to various mechanical purposes, if.the population were
more numerous and better instructed. - Some of these streams, as

E 2
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was'before stated, join the various branches of the Godoy, and flow
into the lake Meni; those on the other side the mountains .in a
- northerly direction empty themselves: principally through the Ria-
chuelo and the St. Lacia, into the Plata.. )

The want of. cultivation in this vast territory may be mferred from
the numbers and varieties of wild animals' which breed upon it.
Tigers, ounces, and  lions are common. The former are heavy
sluggish animals ; their chief prey is the young cattle, ‘which they
find in such abundance that they rarely attack a man. Hence
little danger is to be apprehended from them by any person
travelling on horseback®, unless when ‘inadvertently ‘approaching
the haunt of afémale with young. The ounce bas .the same cha-
racter, and ' the lion is considered less vicious than either. There
is an.animal of the pig kind, called the pig of the woods, which has
an aperture on its ‘back, whence it émits a most intolerable stench

. Among the many darmg and active feats performed by the Peons, one of the most
extraordinary of late years, was the capture of a tiger by a female of that tribe. She wasa
mulatto-woman, brought up in the vicinity of Barriga Negra. She was accustomed at an
early age to ride horsos, and prided hersclf in doing offices which belouged to the stronger
wex, such as catching cattle with the noose, killing them, &c. Her form was masculine,
and she became so inured to men’s wotk, that she was hired as a Peon, and fulfilled that’
office much to the satisfaction of her employers. She was noted for sclecting spirited
horses, and for riding them at full speed. One day on her return from labour, as she was
passing ‘a rivulet, she obscrved a large tyger at no great distance. Surprized that the
animal did not steal away, as is generally the case when he sees a person mounted, she
drew nearer, still keeping her horse’s head from him, 50 as to be ready to galiop off if
he should make a spring. He was still inattentive and motionless; the woman ob-
scrving this, and chinking he ailed something, after some minutes’ pause backed her horse
until she came within twenty yards of him, loosening at the same time her noose from the
saddle, which she threw most dexterously over his neck, and immediately galloped away
with him to a considerable distance. Whether ill or not before, she knew he must now be
dead; she thercfore alighted, flayed him, and carried home the skin as a trophy. The
animal was above the ordinary size, and not smaller than a calf of six wecks old. This

exploit was long the talk of the neighbourhood, and I have heard the woman hcmlf rc-
Iate it.
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when. closely pursued. If on killing the animal, the part be instan<
taneously cut out, the- flesh affords good eating, but.should that
operation be neglected, even for a short period, the taint con-
taminates the whole carcase. The domestic pigs are by no meana
good ; they feed so much upon beef that their flesh is very bard and:
coarse. There is an animal of the opossum kind, about the size of
a rabbit, called a zurilla, the skin of which is streaked black and
white, and is considered of some value. When attacked, it ejects a
fetid liquor, which is of so pungent a nature, that if it falls on any
part of the dress of its pursuers, there is no possibility of getting rid
of the stench but by continual exposure to the weather for some
months. The zurilla is very fond of eggs and poultry, and some-
times enters a house in quest of its prey; the.inbabitants imme-
diately hasten out and leave their unwelcome visitant in quiet pos-
session as long as she chooses to stay ; well aware that the slightest
attempt to drive her out, would expose them to an ejectment from
the premises for ever. Eagles both of the grey and blue species, as
well as other birds of prey, are found here in great numbers. Here
are also parroquets in immense flocks, pigeons, great red-legged
partridges, small partridges, wild ducks; dnd wild turkies. - Ostriches
of a large spegies are very numerous ; they are so fleet and active that
even when well mounted I could never get near them but by sur-
prise ; the stroke of their wing is said. to be inconceivably strong.
Here are considerable herds of smalldeer, which in this fine country
would afford the sportsman excellent diversion, but unfortunately
the dogs are good for nothing, as’ there is no attention paid to
the preservation of the breed. The rivers produce tortoises and
other amphibious animals, but they are chiefly noted for a variety of
singularly ugly fish, which afford tolerable but by no means good
_eating. :
During a residence of six months in this remote district, as a
prisoner at large, or in fact as a welcome guest at the house of a
most hospitable man, my life passed away in an equable tenour, un-
9
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interrupted by those vicissitudes that elsewhere befel:me, and theres
fore a narrative of it is little calculated to interest the Reader.' Rather
than occupy His dttention by relating my various hopes nd ‘disap-
pointments-ds the prospect of liberation became more or less favour-
able, I have chosen to present him with the result of some general
observations on'the country, made duting the daily excursions. which
I enjoyed through the liberality of my friend. The longer I resided
in his house, the greatef was his kindness to ‘me in allowing me
those indulgences, and' the more did he and his family strive to
render my éxile agreeable. - An event at length occurred which at
once delighted and distressed me, bécause while it afforded me -hopes
of immediate deliverance, it destroyed for a time the harmony which
80 long subsisted between me and my protector. ‘I -allude to the
taking of Monte. Video by the British troops under Sir'Samuel
Auchmauty.’ '

On hearmg of the 'surrender of theé ‘place, I solicited Mr. Martineg
to liberate nie, as I thought myself no Tonger a prisoner. He
seemed muckr astonished at this, and gaveme to understand that I con-
tinued a“'prisoner, because, not being actually at-Monte Video, I
was still' in the power and under the jurisdiction of -the Viceroy of
Buenos Aytes. This worthy man’s mind was so-distracted by the
fall of the town, and by the disgrace of the Spanish arms, that he
secluded himself from- society, and avoided all communication with
me, Under these circumstances I was advised to attempt my es-
cape, but ‘I ‘felt' great repugnance at the idea of thus wounding
the feelings of 2 man who lad humanely released me from confine-
ment, and had ever treated me as a brother. ‘Averse to such-an act
of ingratitude, I intreated his amiable wife to intercede for me, and to
suggest that, on retumiug to Monté Video, it might be in: my power
to be of service to him. But he rejected the proposal in the most
vehement manner, and forbade any-one to talk to him-on the sub-
-ject. I'now thought that my liberty was unreasonably denied me,
and. as I saw no probabxllty of obtaining ‘it but- through: my ‘own
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exertions, I.determined at all events to.make the: attempt. = After
deliberating.for some days, and .consulting .with two men who had
frequently -mentioned..the subject to.me, I decided on my plan:.of
escape, -and gave them six ounces of gold to provide horses and
every. thing necessary. On the appointed night, all wgs in.readi-
ness, the borses were saddled, and the. men waiting to. escort me:
This moment was one of the most melancholy'in my Jife ;. I reflected
with compunction that, while striving, to regain my freedom, I was
apparently abusing the. confidence .of 2 man of honour.who bad
done. all in his. power .to. merit- my friendship.. .. Agitated by these
emotions, and oppressed by a sadness: which the.thick gloom of
the night rendered more heavy, I. was-walking .to and fro in the
neighbourhood,. on the.spot .appointed for: my ‘guides to meet. me,
when ‘a voice, to' which. I-was . familiar, accosted me.. .The persod
was very near me, but owing to.the extreme darkness I.could not
see him. - He asked me. what.I. was doing there. .. I replied; ¢ only
walking about.” -. # Don.Juan,” said.he, “ you are going .to escape
to night.”. I answered, “ indeed I'am not.”. He replied,.* you are;
and the mea whom you have.chosen for your .guides are to murdetr
you, .to seizé your money, and to bury you .im a ravine.about:-a
league distant. . The man. in.whom.you. have most confided hasa
knife ‘concealed .in. his saddle, with which he js to give you the fatal’
blow.” This so staggered me that I was unable, at the moment, to
make any answer.. 1 felt confident.thatno one knew of my intended
-departure, except .the two men and myself. On asking, * how do
you. know this ?”. he replied, -*. I overheard them talking.of it.” He
added, “ you know they are both:gamblers, and one.of them. killed
two men last year.” = Ere I had recovered. my surprise, .so as to
speak again, the man went away. . While meditating on the choice
«of evils, namely, whether to.run the risk of being -murdered and
thrown into a ravine, or to abandon my .design.and remain a pri-
soner, one of ‘my. hired Peons came to inform.me that the horses
were waiting. ‘1 told. -him I had a violent.pressure at.my stomach
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and could not ride. He treated this very lightly, and urged me with
great earnestness to mount at all events. -Considering at this
moment that money was of little value in comparison with my life
and liberty, I offered to give him two ounces of gold if he would
perform a piece of service for me, which I would explain to him
through my room window at midnight. He still used every argu-
ment to persuade me immediately to set out, but finding that I per-
“sisted in alledging my indisposition as an excuse, he at length
acceded to my proposal. Having reached my chamber, I wrote to
a magistrate in Monte Video, who, I knew, would, if he had sur-
vived the assault of the town, send an order for my liberation.
Having finished writing, the man appeared at the window according
to agreement; I gave him the letter, charged him to convey-it
to Monte Video, and presenting him with two ounces of gold, pro-
mised him another ounce if he should bring me an answer. He
departed unknown to any of our good family, and on the fifth day
following, in the forenoon, returned, to my inexpressible joy, with
a paper signed by Sr. Francisco Juanico, the magistrate to whom I
had written, stating that I was free, and ought immediately to pro-
. ceed thither.  On receiving this welcome intelligence I hastened to
Mr. Martinez, and joyfully embracing him, gave him the paper to
read ; after examining its contents, he observed, that it was nothing
official, but would avail me as a reasonable pretext for going away,
to which he cordially acquiesced. He immediately ordered ‘three
Peons and a trusty old Creolian to accompany me, with twenty-
five horses, that we might perform the journey with greater expe-
dition. The best dinner was provided which the time would allow,
and while partaking of it I received the sincerest congratulations -
on my liberation from my worthy host and his amiable lady. I
then took an affectionate leave of every branch of this good family,
expressing my warm acknowledgments of the many obligations they
had conferred on me. Having joined my guides, we each mounted
a horse, and, at three in the afternoon, set off at' full speed, driving -
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the #eat of ithe: cattle befane s, Myt fuwtchores hore, met farty “wilgs, -
zwd 1 changedohitm ot tan: potoek. The: mighs was.fng,: snd:-afen
a zapid,, but: Mntxuww, e frded. the siver St Lutia:aod
" balted at;, two..in the. margiog, . helfl way.on. the Mute to Monte
Yid@?-n - A& ‘be he‘“h inte tha coriali of whiehour horsds tnere driven
for the purpose of .changing them, I procured a slight.repast, of ‘dried:
figs, after which we again mounted and travelled tolerably fresh -
until six ip the morning, when we were again obliged to change,
having proceeded .about one bundred English miles. Our horses
now began to lose their generous spirit, and were very much dis-
tressed. As our progress became slower and our changes more fre-
quent, my anxiety increased, because I was aware there were
Spanish parties scouring the country about Monte. Video, and
stopping the.passage. of .all provisions from the interior.. To avoid
suspicion I rode in the dress. of a Peon, with the lazo coiled up and
hung at my. saddle: - At elevén o'clock the heat of the day became
oppressive, and our horses flagged exceedingly. To add to my dis-
tress I had a violent haemorrhage from the nose, and could obtain
no water to drink or wash with, so that; through ‘thirst and the
coagulation of blood, I was nearly suffocated. * On arriving within
twelve miles of Monte Video our horses were nearly worn out; but
no rest could be allowed for-either them or the men. At noon we
reached an English picquet-guard on the outposts; after the usual
questions I was. conducted by a soldier to the officer, to whom '
having explained some particulars, I rode to General Lumley’s tent,
and afterwards into the town.

No language can.describe my emotions on beholding an English
ﬁag on that tower in-which I had been so often confined, and on
seeing English soldiers in possession of a place where I had ex-
perienced so much injustice and oppression. The joy I'felt'made
me forget my fatigue and the dangers I had passed through. 1 rode
up to my friend’s house ; all was barricadoed, and I feared the worst |
might have happened ; but on advancing to the window T observed

F
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ohe of the ladies, who instantly: recoghived me.. All the ‘family
welcomed me most cordially, and. invited -me to dinner, after whick
I went, in my Peon’s disguise, to visit some of my friends. On taking
possession of Mr. Martinez’s house,-I. found my chests, &c: undisQ
turbed, and in the same condition . as when I left them -on- gomg
;m'eo tbeoountry P e e

s e o
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U CHAP. ML

Expedition against Buenoo Ayrea ~~Causes qf its Fadure — Account

.+ of the Population of tlw Country, and of" the various Classes which
: compose it.

WHEN the expedition agamst Buenos Ayres was ready to sail,

I .obtained General Whitelocke’s permission to go with the
,army. .under the hope of recovering the property I had in that city,
and offered my service to the commissary-general, whom I accom-
papied.. On our arrival at the place of disgmbarkation I was sur-
prized -to learn.that the army. was totally destitute of guides, and
almost equally ;s0 of Peons, whose assistance was highly desirable
in catching and driving cattle for the subsistence of the troops. The
.commander in chief, whom I met with,on the beach, expressed great -
chagrin at the false information he, had recejved on this and other
Jparticulars. . He had been led,to.expect a landing-place where the
.men would not wet thejr shoes; — here they were up to the breasts in
water:_ he had been, told that guides would offer themselves in whole
troops on this side the river;— not one was to be seen. Early on
the mornmg after we, bad Janded, 1 was requested by an officer to
aseist i obtaining guides, and the. difficulty we had in the segrch
fully exposed the oversight wluch had been committed in neglecting
to secure a number at Monte Video.. Some useful persons there
had offered themselves, and .only required to be .ostensibly pressed
into the service in order to avoid the ignominy which might have
awaited them had they openly. volunteered. . After much.trouble an
aged negro was: foypd, who was compelled _guide the army on
its way to Buepqs Ayres. The difficulties that occurred on the
march in ,passing. swamps, - fording: rivers, &c. have been alread_y

F 2
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laid before the public, in the report of General Whitelocke’s trial,
and I believe the evidence recorded in that statement will bear me
out in saying, that these difficulties were in great part attributable to
the glaring omission above-sta,ted, LBll'e ious to our advance to Quil-
mes, a place four leagues distant from Buenos Ayres, the com-
miagany-general requested me to undertake.the management, of, the
few Peang: we had,.in order to procure. provisions for- the troops. In
this service 1 found myself of some use, though no exertion could
repair the neglect which was observable in a department so essential
1o the army. Thé énemy drove: the cattle away ‘wherever they
could, antl:our Pemré foinid tHe ﬂuty extremely harrassmg and pe-
rilous, for'they were frequently ehised by the Spaniards and driven
‘withfn our mhrcbmg tolumins. Aidniall déthchment of riflemen was
sent ‘out G- cover theéir Exdtrrs’ions, and the ‘service was ‘afterwiirds
iiore eﬂ‘ec&ually 'perfbi'dted £ 1@hr -otr amval at Quilmes, afrer many
diéﬁgfee‘aﬁié éncduntérs, :Mig soldiers weré éxcessivel Y- ﬁaﬁgued -ap+
‘'wards of two hundred-of thém could’narch so 'farther.~ The centre
division; commanded! by ‘Ge'neral’ ‘Whitelocke, quitted this ‘place
without ' any ' pérson * conversant - with' the countty to-act as guide,
and on halting, aReér « inaréh- of fotir of five hours, they found that,

Tnstéad of ‘having followed thie foute of theadvahced division, ufidet.

General Ctawfurd, they had taken = circuit”to- the -left, and: were
almost ‘as far from Buenos -Ayres ‘as ‘when' they set out. I ac-
cidbntally‘ het the General while I was udmg about giving directions
to the Peonl; and orf speakmg with kim he éxpressed great irrita:
tion and disappointiment at- the’ mtuation in which he found. himself.

The nekt miorning’ the division' advanced, and crossing’ the Rims:

chuelo, jointed | thdt of General Crawfurd; ‘about four in the after-

noon, when we w’ere informed ‘of the skittnish that: ha& taken place,,

and of “the’ cahdon that bad fallen into ourhands. -
It is by no rieans improbable that the fiite ‘of’ the expedition

was decided by the delay which took place in the junction' of the
centré with the advanted dn‘rsxen s"for, had they 'joined:'the ddy

-o
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before; they would most probably have.enteved - the. town: imme-
diately, -while part of the enemy’s forces ‘weve out of it, and unpre-
pared. This delay, thdugh short, gave the latter time to entrench:and
fortify their- streets and to post thetnselves in the most advantageous
atatmns.

. During the few days we were in pmsesmon of the suburbs
I was requested -to take charge. of the Pulperias. (houses whére liquor
is sold), in order ‘to prevent the soldiers frotn getting intoxicated,
F bad a serjeant.and a small party of soldiers  under my directions,
and placed sentinels where I.thought proper.. While engaged :im
this' service I had it'in my power to render ‘assistance to many
families who had fled hither from the town for refuge; Many of the
hoases I found filled with females, alinost frightened to death;: to
¢hese I gave such protection as my inflaence over the soldiery endhled
me to offer, and supplied them with provisions by means of the Peons.
+* It -was afterwands determined -to enter the town ; the misfortunes
attending that rash attempt are too notorious. to nieed. repetition here.
A ecapitulation was signed 'by our chiefs, and an armistice took
place during the fulfilment of the terms.. In fact the. situation of
vur army was 8o critical, that they were obliged to accede to'the con-
ditions dictated by the enémy, or perhaps eventually.to become priso-
ners at discretion. . The restoration of Monte Video was the stipu-
lation most to be regretted, for every principle of good policy
required us to keep that town to the last extremity, nay some of the
best-informed among the Spamards were of opinion, that our army
should have been contented with the possession of the-north. side of
the. Plata, without ventufing any farther, beeause we should thus
bave commanded the trade of the interior, and Buenos Ayres would
in the end have found it necessary to come to terms of accommoda-
tion hlghly to our advantage' :

," It il with great regret that I{ mention. the ill-requital which the Peons met. with from
our army. They had been promised. grest rewards ‘for. their activity in:driving-cattle. and
securing provisions during ‘the march, qud for their.great seiviges as mosacngess. . Aftey the
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-« After: the army had reimharked for Monte Video, I reinained 4
few days to forward some business for the commissary, and. to attend
‘to my own. It was gratifying to me to find that the services I had
“an ‘opportunity. of rendering to those families that bad taken refuge
in the suburbs during the siege were not forgotten ; they all strove
‘avhich should be foremoet in testifying their acknowledgments by
‘every polite attention which it was in their power to shew me. .,
." My. short stay at Buenos Ayres did not .afford me time to make
any geological researches ; indeed the country behind it, being a vast
plain, without any traces of rock, did :not offer much scope for such
an: undertakmg With the exception of a part of the bank near the
mole, which is-of granite, I scarcely found an indurated substance
during the whole. route. .Judging from the shells and other marige
- productions :which are occasionally found in the Pampas,. I showld
- conclude that those extensive level districts have formed, at some
. period, the bottom of the river, and that they have been left dry
by the progressive precipitation of matter and the deepening of the
Rio de la Plata in its present channel through a long course of ages.
.. A circumstance which seems to support this conjecture is, that the
land continually gains upon the river, and that at those timea, when
* the wind blows from the Pampas, a-considerable extent.of the bank
- .on the side of Buenos Ayres is.left dry. . . :

~

capitulation was signed, as they were accompanying a waggon full of our wounded from the
corrals of Miserere to the 'Retiro, a place assigned for our re-embarkation, they were
met and recognized, in thelr disguise, by a party of Spaniards, who, suffering the waggon
.. t0. pass, ‘carried these unfertunate men to prison. Heating of - this I made.repeated applica
tions to the Commissary-general to induce him to procure their liberation ; he assured me that

" he had represented the matter to the Commander-in-chief, who had promised to attend
to it. 'The men, however, never weré liberated ; some were executed, and others con-
demned to hard labour. Thus not only were-they disappointed of - theif reward, but
* abandoned in their hour of nced by the men on whose good faith they had relied, and

~ ‘whose cause they had zealously served. The Commander-in~chief might have obtained their
. ischarge: by making:a spisited remonstrance, but he:omitted to do-so, and was very ge-
‘merally-accused for this unfecling neglect; the Spaniards thomselyes spoke with mdagnam

-of our:inhumanity in leaving. thesc pooranen to. e pupishod aa'trgitors. . . " . ..
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* -"Phie population: of Buenos Ayres and its immediate suburbs,:ex:
clusive of - the country .in its viewity, has been ascertained to
‘amount to upwards of sixty thousand -souls, - The proportion :of
-females to males i3 waid to be ds four to one, but if we take into con-
‘sideration ‘that many nien are almost daily armiving from Europe, as
well 4s - from the South :Ansetican provinces, and that under the old

. government neither the militia nor the marine was recruited from the
’mass of the" populatlon, we shall ind reason to conclude that the
- proportion of the sexes is not'so unequal.- In..the rinterior the ex-
- ¢ess of iales is -very great, for as the!lands' are granted:in large
- tracts only; and but poorly cultivated; theré is no encouragement. for
"the labouring classes to marry and settle upon them. The poor:are
‘compelled to témain single. from the very bure resswrces on which
they depend- for subsistence, and' are aceustomed:.to considér the
tnarried stite as fraught with' hedvy burthens awd.inevitable misfor-
tunés. ‘I is .not-uicommon o find estites larger than an English
cotmty ‘with hardly more than a hundred labourers: upon thesn, who
subsist “upon the sale of a little corn, which each is permitted “ta
grow for: hithself)’ but tmly to mch an iextent na amgle man can

plough' e

"The’ various races wlnch compose the popnlat:ou are as. follow.
1. Legitimate Spaniards .or- Kuropeans. In Buenos Ayres there

. --are about three thousand ;.in the interior the number is very trifling,

» except in Potosi, which, being a mining country, contains many.. .

- 2. Creoles ; legitimate descendants from Spaniards or Europeans.

1*8. ‘Mestizos, - the offspring of - European.and Indjan parents. -

»4 Todians,’ almost all of whom have some mixture oﬁ Spanash

~ 5. Brown mixtures of Afncans and Europeans.

- 6 ‘Maulattos of various degrees. .

-+ Allthese races intermix without mstramt, 80 that: it is dlﬁicult to

' define the minor gradations or to assign limits te the ever-multiplying

“'varieties. Few families are entitely exempt from characteristics® of
9 : :
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Indian' orifgin,- physical as well as moral. , Jt s well.kpown that in
the Spanish eolonies little vegard is now :paid -to purity ‘of blood:;
the marious weguldlions. for preserving the races distinct- have gradu-
ally become:obwelete. . This may be regarded as a momentary ‘evil ;
bat may.it not-be conducive in the long-run.to the good of seciety,
by: coticenitrating the interests - of - the  varigus classes,  which in; re,
.maining'separate might-one day endanger the stability. of the govern-
ment,.as has 'beon the case .in, the Frénch colony. of St. qumgo?

- :¥m:describing  the orders .bf society in.Bugnos Ayres, it .is. ' DECO
sary. to. prbntise-that I mieani to: class them,y: not by degvee&¢f1,bu-;b,
rank;: on pmﬁmmn, ‘but by the- reldtive eptimation in whqb they
mdum peint of. pioperty ot public usefulness. . .

" Aecording to -this.scdle, the .first which comes. under mlmdsm
tion lsthe commerclal ehss. Kvery: pemon ‘helongipg. to gt, fmm.

waighouse, is dngmﬁed.by tbeappellaaon of mcbant.( ye,t faw l_mj;vh
duals among them can lay ;jast. claim to. that title, 9s they ane wapting
in that peactical kinawlédge sa essential in.commercial dealings.. They
are averse to.all speculation; and eaterprike.s the commen raytine of
their business is to send orders to Spain for the articles they need, and
to stll. by retaid at am exorbitant -profi¢;; beyond .this they. have .
burdly a single idefi, . and it has been seid that their great.reason for
opposing .a free trade with foreign: ndtions. is a consciousness of their
- own mereantile inexperience. . The more coppiderable houses, arg
almost all branches.of some. Eurapean gstablishment ;. few of -the
Creoles ‘have any regular trade. . Those.among them. however who
engage in it ‘are rauch more liberal in their tragsactions.than the old
Spaniards, and are observed to make less rapid fortunes, for : their
manly and independent character makes them: spurn a. miserable
economy, and disdain to assume that ehurch-going hypocrisy whjch
must bé practised twice or thrice a-day. by those. who would enrich
themselves through the patronage of the opulent families. Among the
inferior tradesmen, those who gain mest are the pulperos, the ware-
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shousemten;," ‘and  the: “shop-keepers. . The ‘pulperos - ratail - wine,
brandy, eandles, sausages, salt, bread, spices, wood,- grease; brim-
‘stone; &c. Their shops are generally lounging-plaees for the idle and
dissipated of the community. In Buenos Ajyres' there are about
seven.hundred of them, each more or: lessin the interest :of some
ficher individuad. ' 'The-warehousemen sell earthen and glass ware,
drugs, various articles of co'nsmnption, and someé’ goods -of home--
manufacture, wholesale and retail. ' The ‘sliop-keepers -amount. to
nearly six hundred in-number ; they.sell:woollen cloths, sitks; cotton
geods of all sorts, ‘hats, and various other artickes of wearing ap-
parel.. Many of them make censiderable fortunes, thase especially
who.trade to Lima, Peru, Clhili, or Paraguay, by means. of young
men whom they send-as agents or factors.. There'is another descrip-
tion of merchants, if such they may be caled; who keep: iu the
back~grourid and enrich themselves by .monopoliging victuals, and
by forestalling the grain brought' to- market fmm thb mtenor, much
t@ the injury of the agricultural interest. .

“The. second class of inhabitants econsists of the propnetors off
edtatm and houses. They arein genéral Crevles, for few Europeans
employ - their funds in building, or in the purchase of land, .until
thiey have realised a fortume to'live upon,- which commonly takes
place when they are far advanced in life, so that their ‘establish-
ments pass immediately into the hands of their' successors. The
simple landholders: derive so-little revenue from their possessions,
tirat they ave generdlly in débt to their tradesmen ; their gains are
but too commonly ‘engrossed by - the  monopelists, and having no
magistrate to represent them, they find themselves destitute of ef- -
fectual resources against wrong and extortion. So defective and ill.-
regulated are the concerns of -agricalture in this country, that: the
proprietor of an estate really worth 20,000 dollars can scarcely "
subsist upon it. ‘

-Uander the class of lahded proprietors I may reckon the cultwa.c
tors, here called quinteros or chacareros, who grow wheat, maizge,
- G
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and other grain. '.These: men  are so depressed and. impoverished
that, netwithstanding the importance.of their calling, and thé pub-
lic uséfulness of their; labours, they are ranked among tbe people of
least consequence in society. .- .

The third . class is composed of - hamhcraﬂnmen, such a8 Mmasons,
carpenters, tailors,.and shoe-makers, who, althougl: they work
_hard. and-. receive. great - wages, seldom’ realise property.. The
journeymen: are usually peoplei:of colour; the. masters for-the
most part - (xenoese; -ind. universally. -foresgners, :for the Spaniards
despise these :trades;. and cannot stoop' to. werk'along with megroes
or mulattos. ', Maay .of: thé lower ordets derive: subsistence from
these and - other employments. of a similar nature; here .are lime-
burners, ' ‘'wood~cutters, - tanners, curriers, &c. The free porters
constitute .4 numerous body of: men; they ply about the stpeets
to load and unload carts, and.carry burdens, but 'they are so
idle:and. dissolute, that no :man can depend.on their services for
a week together; when they have a little money, they drink ‘and
‘gamble;, and ; when' pennyless, they sometimes betake themselves
to -pilfering.. These habits have.long rendered them a. public
nuisance, . but no cormective measnres have ‘hitherto been - taken,
nor ‘does there. appear, .on the part'of the hlgher orders, any drspo-
sition to reform them. . .

. Persens- employed in - public offices may .bs eomprehended un-
dem the fourth :class.. The best situations under Government are
held. by native. Spanidrds; those - of less emolument by Creoles;
the former are regarded as mere sinecures, and the persons em.
joying them are considered as in no way serviceable to thé commu-
nity except by spending their large salaries within it. R
- The. fifth class is the militia or soldiery. Previous to the
invasion of the English, the officers .were not much noted for
military science, or for that ardour which leads .to the acqui-
sition of it ; their chief ambition was to obtain commands in towns
and villages, especially thase on the Portuguese frontier, where they
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might enrich themselves by smuggling. The privates were ill-dis-
ciplined, badly dressed, and badly paid. The effective force which
the crown -of Spain maintained in these possessions was. one
regiment .of the line, which was to: consist of 1200 men, but was
reduced .ta less than half ; one. regiment of dragoons amounting to
600, two of cavalry called blandengues; 600 each, -and one or. two
companies;of artilery. With the exception of the blanndengtes, all
the troops were originally sent from the  Peninsula, but: not’ having
for:-the .last twenty yeéars. been recruited :from thence; their:yanks
were gradually filled by. natives:: :By ‘eminence’ they: were called
veteraus, ;but they. have been'. of -ldte disbanded, and their: officers
bave passed to the command. of the new " corps ! which' were formed
on the English invasion. The:fmceof ﬂxése corps mayr be estlmaxed
at nine thqusand men. . ..’ -

'} ‘The sixth-class is the clergyj. ih nnmber about a)thousand *The
seculars afe-distingaished by theirlearhiog, hohour, and probity from
the friars, who ave in general so grosily-ighorant and superstitious,
that: they:rehder no real-service to the publi¢  in ‘any: way, but
rather tend to disturb the mmds of the honest and -well-dis-
posed . ,,._",:'l LA |'|"‘

« Every obsqrvatlon: I was: dble. to: make gave me a’ ﬁwoumble
idea of the' genetal character. of -the:people :' they.dre tractable,
prudeént, aund -generous; and: doubtless, had they been under a
mwilder-and more-beneficent government than that of :the-Spaniards,
they might have become a model to other colpnies; but-it s la-
mentable to add, that in points of morality they cannot be_consi-
.dered as much superior to the other inhabitants of America. This
is attributable to the want of a proper system of education for
youth, to the pernicious example afforded by the vices of the
Europeans, and, in a word, to the prevalence of an intolerant system,
which, by aiming to make men what they cannot be, cause them to
become what they ought not to be. The excessive rigour exer-
cised by the ministers of worship as well as by the government, for

G 2
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the suppression of immorality, defeats its own end; it is like the
unskilful practice of a physician, which, directed solely against the
external symptoms, aggravates instead. of. remroving -the disease.
Thus, while open profligacy. is discountenanced in Buenos Ayres,
libertinism of a more dangerous kind is connived at, if not tole-
rated ; the peace of the most respectable -private. families -is liable
to.be destroyed by vataries of. seduction,. who - respect ..neither; the
purity. of female virtue, nor the sacred rights of matrimony. This
evil pervades all classes of society, and is the source of domestlc
disputes, which often lead to serious consequences. .
-.In thus attempting .to describe the state of Buenas Aynes as I
found it in the year 1807, I have purposely avoided all discussions -
of a political nature, and have declined entering into a .detail of
the events which led to the present struggles of the people for.
independence... Circumstanced: as I. then was, I had -no. means of
procuring -correct. and impartial ‘information on the subject, but:
since my return I have been favoured with a commuunication, con-
taining a brief history of the Revolution, by -a. gentleman whose
official situation at Buenos Ayres. affordéd him the amplest oppor-
tunities of observing its rise and progress. This communicatiob ‘i~
terested me so much that I solicited. and obtained .pefmission: to
annex it to this work in a detached form, and I submit. it to the
public under the impression that its anthentic character, and .the
spirit of moderation which- it breathes, will easure to it a- (andld
and favourable reception ¥. . : : :

‘ * See Appendix A.
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CHAP IV.

Voyage ta St Catlm'mes — Description of that Island, and of thc
Coast in its Vicinity.— Arrival at Santos, and Journey thence
‘to St. Paul's. : '

ON my return to Monte Video, I lost no time in putting in exe-:

cution ‘my purposed voyage to Rio de Janeiro; and as advices
bad arrived, stating.that considerable difficulty might attend the-
entrance of an English ship into that port, I bottomried a Por-
tuguesze . vessel, called the Vencedor, and was joined by a party of .
gentlemen whose basiness requlred them to visit ‘the. capltal of
Brazl.

In the begmmng of September 1807, we. had just embarked our
stock for this. voyage;" when.-an order for the immediate evacuation-
of Monte Video by our troops was unexpectedly issued. As it had-
been generally believed that a prolongation of the time for giving
up the place bad ‘been agreed on, the greatest hurry and confusion:
prevailed in embarking the troops and stores, as well as the baggage:
of individuals, .About mid-day the whole was on board ; a signal.:
gun was then fired for the Spanish troops to enter, and about three
in the .afternoon. we had the mortification to behold their flag
hoisted on the ramparts of this important military post and commer-
cial dep6t, which' the . British forces had, a short period before, so
bravely and so dearly won.

Having still some purchases to make, I returned on shore, with ’
two of my friends, about four oc‘lock but we had soon reason to
repent of our temerity, for on passing the mole we were noticed as.
enemies and threatened sevesely, so that we.found it necessary to
pass into the more private streéts in order to'avoid the malignant:



( 46 )

and hostile taunts of those very men who had of late expressed
themselves our friends and well-wishers. Desirous of expediting
our several affairs as much as possible, we separated, and I was not
able to rejoin my companions. until eight in the evening. I found
them in great anxiety for my safety ; the Spaniards had fired a feu-
de-joie from the citadeland fart,S¢t. Joseph, and were now. preparing
for bonfires * and illuminations, and my. friends, though they did
their utmost to avoid the riotous crowds that paraded the tawn, had
several narrow escapes from being plundered and stripped by the
soldiery. . We,all got safely on board by ten o'clock, congratulating
each other on.having happily avoided the dangers. to which our rash
confidence . in the amicable dlsposmon -of the mhabntants had ex-
posed MS. ! i

.On the 11th of September we salled fmm the Rxo de la Plat& the
ﬂessels bouad far the Cape of Good Hope werei then.nearly out of
sight, and as we beheld them we felt a melancholy but proud de«
light in reflecting.that, after spch:grievous and. unexpected reverses,
qur hrave conntrymen were.onee more within their wide undisputed
émpire, the ocean: Afier a voyage, in which: nothing worth relation
ocourred, we.made the island of.St. Catherine’s o the #9th, at sun~
risg, and; were -delighted- with.a grand and pictureque view -of" its
conical yocks rising abruptly from the sea embellished: with the
lofty mountains.of Brazil, covered. with :wood - in 'the.back-ground..
This sublime scenery interested :ua: the-mdre fram. the :contrast it
formed with, the extensive and woodless. plains of Buencs Ajyres.
Thig island is situated in 27 and 29° south latitude,:and is separated
from the continent by a strait, in some places.not half ‘a‘league wide.

e Onc mode which they adopted for duplaymg their mumph over theu' late conquerors
was singular cnough ; they collected all the sign boards belonging to the English warchouses
and shops, anid made a bonfire 'of them. A great quantity of these boards were from the
pulperins, the masters of which /had been obliged to have on:them the following mmlpt:on,
painted mlaxge characters, ¢ Licensed to sell liquor.” e

9
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‘Entering 'tlie port of ' St. Catherine’s: by the north, we passed
several-islands; on one of which, westward of the entrance, stood
the respectable. fort of Santa Cruz. After running a few miles.m
shoal water, we sailed into a narrow passage guarded by two forts,
mwhich forms the harbour. From the anchorage, and more particu-
* larly from the landing-place, which is at the bottom of"a verdant slope
of about five hundred yards, the town has a most beautiful appear-
ance, and: the perspective is nobly crowned by its fine -cathedral.
The gresn is interspersed with orange-trees, and forms an-agreeable
parade. Immediately on -entering. the town, we discerned in - its
general appearance, and in the manners of its inbabitants, a striking
superiority over those which we had of late visited.. These houses
are well built, have two or three:stories, with:.boarded floors, and
are provided with neat.gardens, well stocked with excellent: vege-
tables and flowers.: - The town.consists of several. streets,: and ‘may
contain froni five thousand to six thousand inhabitants. - It isi a/frep
port. - The produce of the island' consists in rice, maize, thandicca,
coffee of excellent quality, oranges, perhaps the finest in the world,
and a variety of other fruits. Sufar:and indigo are likewise pro-
duced, but in small quantities. - A' profusion of 'the finest- flowets
‘indicates the genial nature of its climate ;' the roge: and the: Jessaimn
arembloomalltheyearround L S T

The surface of the island is varied with mountams, ‘pains, and .in
‘some places swamps ; here is found a stratumn of excellent red clay,
which is manufactured into jars, culihary vessek, large water-pots,
&c. which are:exported in considerable quantities to the Plata and
to Rio de Janeiro. The lands capable of cultivation are under con-
siderable improvement ; a great extent of them was formerly covered
with Jarge trees, but as great quantities have of late years been cut
down and used for ship-building, good timber may now be con-
sidered scarce. They grow flax here of a very fair-quality, of which
the fishermen make their lines, nets, and cordage. 'The sea here-
abouts' produces an abundant variety of excellent fish, and some
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fine prawns ; so large is the supply to. the macket, that a (waatity
of fish, sufficient to dine a dozen persons, may be had for a shilling,
Meat is much the same in quality as at Monte Video, being rathér
hard and lean ; its general price is about three halfpence per pound.
Pigs, turkies, ducks, poultry, and eggs, as. well as fine wegetablu
and excellent potatoes, are plentiful and-cheap. .

The trade of this place is inconsiderable, as the produce does not
much exceed the consumption of the inbabitants, who are in ge-
neral far from rich. It affords an agreeable retirement to merchaats
who have discontinued business, masters of ships who have left off
going to sea, and other persons, who, having secured an inde-
pendence, seek only leisure to enjoy it. Few places are better
calculated for such a purpose than this; ‘it is enlivened by the nu-
merous. coasting-vessels from Bahia, Pernambuco, and other ports,
bound for the Plata, which frequently touch here ; and it.is amply
provided with artisans of all descriptions, such as tailors, shoer
Jakers, tin-workers, joiners, and smiths. The inhabitants in general
are very civil and courteous to strangers,.the ladies are handsome
and very lively, their chief employment is makmg of lace, in which
they display great ingenuity and taste.

The mountains of the interior, and the rocks on the coast, are of
primitive granite. Close to the fort, on the left hand of the ehtrance
to the harbour, is a vein of griinstein in various states  of decompo-
sition, which ultimately migrates into clay of a superior quality tq
that generally found in the valleys. The soil in the interior, being ra-
ther bumid, is surprisingly fertile. It consists principally of.a rich
vegetable decomposition, on which shrubs and plants grow in great
luxuriance, Myrtles appear in all parts, and a most beautiful va-
riety of the passion-flower is found in equal abundance. Here is
-also a profusion of roses, pinks, rosemary, &c. '

The animals are chiefly opossums, monkeys, and armadlllas :
there are various serpents, among which is the beautiful corral snake.
Qf birds, there are cranes, hawks, parrots, of various  species,
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"humming birds and toucans, the latter of every vanety in gmt
numbers. ‘
The climate is serene and wholesome, its solstitial heats being
moderated constantly by fine breezes from the south-west and north-
‘east, which are the winds that generally blow here ; the latter prevails
froin September to March, and the former from April to August, 80
that a voyage to the north, during one half of the year is slow and
tedious.
+ 'The island is dmded into four panshes 1st, Nossa Senhora de
Dereito; 2d, St. Antonio; 3d, Laguno; and 4th, Riberon. The
divisions of the opposite part of the continent: are likewise under the
jurisdiction of the governor of St. Catherine’s, who is subject, in cer-
tain cases, to the captaincy of St.Paul’s, and in others to the Go-
vernment of Rio de Janeiro. These divisions, are 1st, St.José;
2d, St. Miguel ; and 3d, Nossa Senhora de Rosario ; the entire po-
‘pulation of .the island and its dependencnes amounts to about
30,000 souls. ' '
Of the fortresses which defend this island the most considerable
is Santa Cruz before-mentioned ; there are four others, Porto Groed,
. Ratones, Estreito, and Concepgio. Off the former there is safe
anchorage for a fleet of men of war, and the harbour which it pro-
tects may be entered by ships of 300 tons, if not of a heavy draught
of water. Ships passing the channel are requu'ed to send a boat on
shore at Santa Cruz before they proceed.

To the west of the island, on the opposite coast, is an almost in-
accessible barrier of lofty mountains, thickly covered with trées and
underwood. At a small port in the vicinity, called Piripi, which
has a very pretty river, an immense quantity of fish is caught, dried,
and exported. They are extremely fat, and very soon become rancid.

On the continent, opposite the town of St. Catherine’s, stands the
pleasant village of St. José, the inhabitants of which are principally
occupied in sawing timber into planks, making bricks, and growing
rice. The net gains of a poor family here are incredibly small, but

H
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the necessaries of life are cheap, and they have few incentives to
curtail their present enjoyments for the sake of improving their fu-
ture fortunes. Near this village is a lovely. vale called Picada,
thickly studded -with white cottages, embosomed in orange-groves
and plantations of coffee. The gently-sloping hills which enclose
this spot, give a picturesque effect to the hold rugged scenery be-
yond them. This valley, and others contiguous to it, form the ex-
tremities of ‘the territory habitable by the Portugueze, for.on the
land to the westward, though at considerable distance, dwell the
Anthropopbagi, here called Boogres. These savages live - entirely
in the woods, in wretched sheds made of palm-branches, inter-
woven with bananas. Their occupation is chiefly. hunting with
bows and arrows, but they frequently employ these weapons in hos-
tilities. against their neighbours. A party of them will sometimes
way-lay a Portuguege, whose residemce is solitary; they have
even been known to attack and destroy whole families. ' No regard
to humanity seems indeed to be paid by either party.in their en-
counters ; they are mutually bent on a war of extermination. ,
There is much low swampy land in the island, over which cause-
ways, supported by piles, are made:to a considerable extent. These
lands, ‘on account of their humidity, are very favourable to the growth
of rice. The palm-trees, seen at intervals in every direction, have a
very pleasing effect. :
Our stay at St.Catherine’s was prolonged by some unforeseen
circumstances, and we had time to take various excursions into the
interior of the island and to the adjacent continent. On one of
these occasions I happened to be absent, but the adventures which
attended it being rather amusing, I am tempted to relate them in
the words of one of my friends who formed the party. ¢ Having
hired horses and negroes we set out early in the morning for the
river Tavarinha. The road for three leagues lay through thick woods,
along which we passed without any material accident, and arrived
at the end of our journey about two in the afternoon. We dined
9
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with Captain Leones, who entertained us very hospitably, and would
have persuaded us to prolong our visit, but we determined to return
that evening over the mountains, We travelled for a league through
a level well-cultivated country, clothed with orange-groves and coffee-
plantations, and tolerably populous. At sunset we arrived at the
foot of the mountains, and began to ascend a steep and dangerous
road, in the intricacies of which we were soon bewildered, and had
great difficulty to regain the most beaten path, which led home-
wards, Night suddenly overtook us, and we had still three hours
journey over the mountains, without guide or attendant, along &
perfectly alpine road, winding on the edge of horrible precipices.
In this part of the journey two of us, having advanced a little, the
‘rest of the party were suddenly alarmed by a dreadful shriek which
excited great apprehension lest some’ one should-have been precipi-
tated down the gulph, but we were agreeably undeceived soon after
by the whole of the party joining us. We now heard a neise like
bammers, which proceeded from persons beating cotton, and in a
little time arrived at a house where, on enquiry, we were informed
that the town was ten miles distant. We were proceeding, when a
voice cried out in English, * but will not you stop and have some
grog ?” It may easily be imagined that to be thus suddenly hailed
with one of the most fumiliar phrases of our native English, while
benighted in a strange land, operated like an electric shock upon us ;
we immediately alighted at the house whence the voice seemed to
proceed, and found a Mr. Nunney, the English interpreter, who far-
pished us with a guide ; we now continued our way with greater con-
fidence, and reached the town about midnight. This Mr. Nunney,
as we afterwards learnt, receives a dollar per diem during the stay
of every English or American ship that touches at this port, whether
his services are wanted or not, and by these means, with the profits
of the sales of provisions which he makes to such ships, he has ac-
quired a little fortune and a pretty estate. His profits, indeed, are
. H3 '
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etorbitant, .for he charges the articles 100 per.cent: hngher than. they*
can be procured at from any other dealer in the place.

.. While at the town of St. Catherine’s, we visited ‘some of the gar-
dens with which its vicinity is embellished. They are laid out with
great taste, particularly one belonging to.the vicar, another in the-
estate of the late excellent and able General Soares de Coimbra,
and a third-the property of Colonel Gama. At Barragros, near the
village of St. José, we visited a gentleman of the name of Caldwin,
who collects and preserves, insects. He showed us his” grounds,:
which occupy a space of eighty-five fathoms along the beach, and
extend a milé inland, .containing .orangeries, coffee,. rice, and man-
dioca, in_a fine state of culture. These well-watered. plantations,
together with 'a neat house and garden,. he offered to sell for a thou-
sand crusados (about 125l. sterling).

This .was not the only instance we remarked of -the low value of
landed property here. About two miles from the town of St.Ca-
therine’s, a neat house, a small orangery and ground clear of brush
wood, capable of forming a pretty plantation, was offered at :100:
dollars. An.excellent house, in one of the best situations in the envi--
rons of the town, with a garden of about two acres well and tastefully
planted, was offered to be sold for 400l sterling. The building of
the house must alone have cost 5001. and. it was in perfect condition.
In short, money appeared so valuable, . that a large landed estate
might be. purchased for a mere trifle.

Our excursions to the main land were not confined to the districts
immediately within the jurisdiction of St. Catherine’s. Proceeding
northward from St. José we entered some fine bays, the shores of
which were studded with houses pleasantly situated amid bananerias,
orangeries, and plantations of rice, coffee, and mandioca. After
having passed several well-peopled parishes, we arrived at Armasso,
a village at the extremity of a bay about nine leagues distant from
St. José, and four. leagues north of Santa Crug, This village is. a.
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fishing station for: whales, which .were .formerly very numerous ont
this codst, .and in the bays that indent it. . The fishery is farmed by
government .to.a company.under the superintendance ofia Cédptain
Mor * and a'number of.inferior officers. ‘.About 150 negroes are
employed on this .station, but the number of whales now-caught .is
not so great as formerly, when the average.was three or four. hundred
in a season.. Their conveniences for flinching or cutting up ' the fish
are extensive and well-contrived.. Several fine.piers projéct from
the shore into eighteen to twenty feet depth- of water, on which are
erected .capstans, cranes, aud other requisite machinery. Hither.
all the fish caught on the coast are brought. . The: boiling-house,
tanks, &c. are far .superior to any thing' of the.kind at: Greenland:
dock, and indeed to all similar establishments in Europe. To give
an idea of their magnitude, it is sufficient to say, that in onk:range
there .are twenty-seven. very large boiless,. and: places for: three more.
Their. tanks. are vast vaults,.on sonei of which a boat might . be.
rowed with ease. We obtained a view of these great works through:
the civility of the .commander of the place, . Captain Iacinth:
St. George, who lives here in a princely style, and possesses a very.
considerable property, which he.diffuses with great. public spirit and.
liberality. All who have visited Armasio'can bear witness to his
affubility and urbanity to strangers. o :

- We crossed this peninsula by a. mountainous road of four leagues.
to the Bay of Dos Ganchos, commonly. known by. the name of
Tejucos. Here land is of little or no value; any one may take as
'much as he pleases of what is unappropriated, provided he make
a proper application for it to the government. We passed two sugar
plantations with conveniencies for making rum ; and observed nume-.
rous buts interspersed in the vicinity. . The contrary side of this penin-
sula forms the bay hefore named. The poor cottages of the people
here present a curious picture. of rural irregularity; some are built on

* Captain Major.
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the summit of conical mounsains, the passage to which is frequently
obstructed by clouds ; others stand .on the sides of gentle acclivities ;
but the greater number of them is situated almost in contact with
the ocean, which often flows to their very doors. The bay is from
two to three leagues across, and extends about the same distance
inland ; it is well-sheltered, and affords good anchorage, and fine situ-
ations for loading timber, with which the mountainous country
around is thickly clothed, and large quantities of which are felled
and embarked for Rio de Janeiro and the Plata. Canoes are
made here, at.a cheaper rate and in greater numbers than in any:
other part of Brazil. The inhabitants grow rice in considerable
quantities, as well as some coffee and sugar, but such is their indo-
lence and poverty that they use only hand-mills, consisting of two
horizontal rollers, in manufacturing the latter article.

Into this bay fall several streams formed by the mountain tor-
rents ‘and springs, and two tolerable rivers, the less called Infer-
ninho, and the larger Tigreno. They both flow through low swampy
land, subject to inundation, and evergrown with mangroves and an
immense variety of trees; The insalubrity of this tract might be cor-
rected by clearing away the underwood and draining the soil, but
the arduousuness of such an undertaking might deter a more active
and skilful people than this. In the rainy season it is inundated to
a great extent, and in summer it is infested with terrible swarms
. of mosquitos and burachala flies, which render it almost uninhax
bitable. : . -

Along the beach of this bay I found the shell of the murex
genus, which produces that beautiful crimson dye, so valued by the
ancients; It is here.called purpura, and to my great surprise, its
use-is in some degree known to the natives, one of whom shewed
me some cotton fringe, dyed with an extract of it, though ill-pre-
pared. 'The shell is about the size of the common whelk, and con-
tains a fish, on whose body appears a vesicle full of a pale yellow,.
viscid, purulent substance, which constitutes the dye. The mode of
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extmcting it, is to break the shell carefully with a hammer, so as
not to crush the fish, and then let out the liquor in the vesicle with
“a lancet or other sharp instrument. I for greater convenience used
a pen, and immediately wrote my initials, &c. on a handkerchief ;
the marks in half an hour after were of a dirty green colour, and
on being exposed to the air a-few hours longer, changed tp a most
rich crimson. The quantity produced by each animal is very small,
but quite sufficient for such an experiment. The best time for
making it, is when the animal is in an incipient state of putrescency.
I have not a doubt that if a sufficient quantity. of them were taken,
and the dyeing matter, when extracted, were liquified in a small de-
gree with gum-water, a valuable article of commerce might be pro-
duced. At least the trial .is worth making. The liquid is a perfect
substantive dye, and of course resists the actionof alkalkes. . ..
On the rocks, and in greater abundance on the trunks of old trees,
I observed a variety. of lichens, some of which produced tints of
several shades of colours. The continnal decomposition of vege-
tables here adds greatly to the richness of the soil ; it is not uncom-
mon to find trees lying on the ground with their interior substance
entirely decomposed, and a great diversity of plants growing on
them in high luxuriance. Among the numerous tribes of birds that
frequent this region, the aquatic afford good eating, as do also the
smaller parrots. The woods are filled with monkeys ; and on the
banks of the rivers are found capivaras in considerable numbers.
. In coasting along this shore it is customary for strangers to visit
the chief person in command at every station, whatever may be his
degree or rank; he, on being requested, will furnish guides, and
afford every assistance in his power. I always experienced the
greatest attention and civility from these gentlemen, and have reason
to believe that they uniformly pay the same regard to all who visit
. them for permission to see the country.
Ten leagues north of this place is the fine and capacious har-
bour. of Groupus, with its handsome town; the anchorage is
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“equally good as in that of Dos. Ganchos. The inhabitants here
pursue ‘the same mode of living as their neighbours in Tejucos.
They have a fine climate, and a soil which yields a. hundred-fold
for ‘whatever is sown ‘or planted in it, and is noted for its delicious
fruits. The cotton of which their common clothes are made is
grown, spun, and woven among them; they build their own houses,
and form their own canoes, which they are dexterous in managmg,
and prefer to boats. It may indeed be said that every man is more
or less an artizan, but I am sorry to observe that they prefer ease
to care and industry, and are by no means so good husbandmen as
those of Tejuco. This bay, as far as I could observe, during my
short visit to it, presents to the view greater diversity of hills, valleys,
and plains than the one before-mentioned. - Both are: esteemed fine
fishing-ground dunngthe whale-season, which is from December to
June.

From hence to the northward is the fine harbour of San Francisco,
in the bay of the same name. It has three entrances defended by
forts ; that to the south is mast frequented. The land here is very
flat for several miles, and the rivers which intersect it are navigable
for canoes as far as the base of the great chain of mountains,
where a public road, begun-at incredible labour and expence, leads
over that almost impassable barrier. This road will soon be a work
of national importance to Brazil, as through it the finest district in
that country, and indeed one of the finest in the world .in point of
climate, the rich plain of Corritiva, will be connected with the ocean.
The ridge of mountains is more than four thousand feet above the
level of the sea, and there is a regular ascent for-twenty leagues
from their inland base, to Corritiva. On this fertile tract are fed large
herds of cattle for the supply of Rio de Janeiro, St: Paul’s, and other
places ; here are also bred mules in great numbers. Its soil and
air are so genial, that olives, grapes, apples, peaches, and other
fruits grow to as rich a maturity as in Europe, though they are
here almost in a wild state. It is divided .into many parishes, .but
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its’ population is small, compared with its extent; a circamstance
rather surprising, since every necessary of life is here so cheap and
in such great plenty. Its distance from the coast and from the
chief towns, and the hitherto bad road, mnay have contributed to
deter settlers ; it is principally occupied as a breeding district, and
supports no more inhabitants. than what are barely competent to
manage and tend the cattle, which are chiefly purchased by private
dealers, and sometimes by commissioners from government, who
eome hither occasionally for.the purpose. The road from hence
to the -city of St.Pauls, -distant about 80 leagues, is tolerably
inhabited, .especially in the vicinity of Sorricaba, something more
than bhalf way, which is a great mart for mules and horses. ' Near
this place is a well-wooded country -called Gorosuava, abound-
ing with fine limestone, where a considerable quantity of rich. iron
ore is found. How deplorable is it that the people should yet have
to learn the application of such valuable resources !

. The neighbourhood of Corritiva is watered by fine rivers, which
ﬂow into the Parana. Many of the streams produce gold, par-
ticularly the Rio Verde; and one called the Tibigi is rich in dia-
monds, as the few. good families in its vicinity have reason to remem-
ber with gratitude. More to the westward it is dangerous to travel,
since in that direction live the Anthropophagi, who were driven from
. these boundaries a few years ago. The country to the north is very
full of wood.

The cattle at Corritiva sell at various prices; oxen, much fatter
~and in better condition than those of Rio de la Plata or of Rio
Grande de St. Pedro, may be bought for about 1%s. or 15s. a head.
The horses are in general finer than those of Spanish America ;
mules for the pack,saddle sell at about 40s., and those for riding at
from three to six pounds. There is, however, great fluctuation in
the prices, owing to the occaslonal scarcity as well as’ the occasxonal
abundance of money.

I
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- But to return from this digression to San Francisco. The chief
occupations of the inhabitants are the cutting of timber, and other
labours connected. with ship-building. Vessels of large dimensions,
and a number of small craft for coasters, have been built here by
merchants of Riode Janeiro, Bahia, and Pernambuco.. When this
trade is brisk, there is a great demand for the various classes of arti-
sans whom it requires, and many negroes are employed. The wood
used is so strong, and holds the iron so firmly, that ships built of it
‘endure many years, and are in greater esteem with the -Portugueze
and Spaniards than those built in Europe. - On this -aecount, - the
harbour of San Francisco is likely to become of considerable value
to Brazil ; and as it is connected with Corritiva, the cattle of which
have heen found superior to Rio Grande, there is every. probability
that at no distant period the Portugueze navy will be here supplied
with salt provisions. 'This must, however, depend on the completion
of the great road over the mountains, to which the present adminis-
tration have Jaudably directed tlheir attention, with a degree of zeal
commensurate to the importance of the work in a national point
of view. = . .

. I must not omit noticing another production in this district, which
‘will rise in utility and value as the port of St. Francisco improves;
"Toward the north there are woods of fine large pines, exceedingly
bard, tough, and full of resin. They constitute a singular variety of
the genus Pinus; the boughs branch off from the upper part of the tree
only, and bave tussocks of leaves at each extremity. A tree eighty
feet high, for instance, will appear without branches to the height of
about fifty-five feet, the branches there extend horizontally in every
direction, with leaves at their extremities, the lowest and largest to
a distance of fourteen or fifteen feet from the stem, and the higher
ones gradually diminishing in length towards the top, which ends
in a tuft-of leaves as a crown for the whole. These trees are very
picturesque, and indeed beautiful ; they grow to a sufficient size to
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serve as masts for ships of two or three hundred tons; I was told
there were much larger ones to be found.

Resuming our voyage, we left San Francisce, and, passing the port
of Cananea, arrived near the entrance of the harbour of Santos.
The coast along which we sailed is low and flat, and on its verge
are some poor fishing-huts, which rather add to the dreariness of its
appearance. It is covered with lofty trees, which also fringe the
mountainous scenery beyond it. Several rivers occur, of little note
in geography, but highly advantageous to the settlers, as they pass
the very doors of the dwellings, and afford easy means for the trans-
port of produce from the interior. On nearing Santos, we passed
several bold rocks, called the Alcatrases, and a ledge or reef on
which the sea broke furiously. The main Jand is very elevated and
mountainous, 8o much so that the low grounds which extend from
its base are scarcely perceptible from the heights next beyond them.

The harbour of Santos has a safe entrance, and is very secure; it
is a strait, having the island of St.Vincent to the left, for the extent
of half a mile, when it takes a different direction. Here is situated the
port, which has good anchorage, with regular soundings towards the
shore, which shoals gradually. The currents and eddies ¢ause some in«
convenience, and the high land occasions much variation in the winds,
which perplexes mariners on ‘their entrance into the narrows, bug as
the water is not deep, and the current far from strong, & ship is safe
the moment her anchor is let go, and by means of a boat and -
kedge she may be placed in any situation the pilot chooses. The
part called the narrows is defended by two forts, on passing which
there is a kind of lagoon of three or four leagues in length, almost
full of mangroves, terminated by the town of Santos, one of the
oldest European settlements in Brazil. In common with 8t. Paul’s,
it owes its origin to the first shipwreck on the island of St. Vincent.
The river or lagoon has three or four fathoms water and a muddy
bottom. Santos is a place of considerable trade, being the store-
house of the great captaincy of St. Paul’s, and the resort of many
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vessels trading to the Rio de la Plata. Itis tolerably well built, and
its population, consisting chiefly of merchants, shop-keepers, and
arlificers, amounts to six or seven thousand souls. The situation is
by no means healthy, as the country around it is low, woody, and
frequently deluged with rain, by reason of the high mountains in
its vicinity, which impede the passage of the clouds. Several riva-
lets flowing fram the foot of these mountains intersect the land in
various directions, and unite in one great river a little above the town
of Santos. The rice of this district, which is grown in great quanti-
ties, is considered the best in Brazil, aud the bananas are equally
noted. ' ‘ s
* From this port the Spanish territories, as well as Rio Grande, re-
ceive a great proportion of their sugar, coffée, rum, rice, mandioca,
indigo, &c. ; in return they bring hides and tallow, which are gene-
rally exported hence to Europe. The Portugueze send much of
their produce to the Spanish colonies, and are generally ill paid, but
the shortness of the voyage, and thé waunt of other markets, tempt
many young men to speculate, notwithstanding the heavy duties
and the numberless petty obstacles with which their neighbours have
impeded and encumbered this commerce. A Spaniard in his own
country rarely allows even a shadow of justice to a Portuguese ; he
uses a thousand artifices for procrastinating the decision of a cause at
issue between them, till the latter, when his patience is completely ex-
hausted, finds that he is likely to derive nothing from the contest
but immense piles of law-papers, frequently written on the most
trivial points in litigation, and paid for at an exorbitant price. If
he persevere after all this disappointment, it generally happens that
another alcalde or judge is appointed, and then the business is
Jaid on the shelf. The injured Portugueze, after so much waste of
time and money, is threatened witli worse consequerices, and fre-
quently is obliged to leave the country in ruin and disgust.

As Santos is the embarking place of St. Paul’s, its intercourse with
that town is very considerable. In the course of a day several
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hundred mules frequently arrive, loaded with the produce of the
country, and return with salt, iron, copper, earthen wares, and
. European manufactures. For the traffic of its immediate vicinity,
it has the convenience of water-carriage, its river being navigable
about twenty miles, up to Cuberton, where an officer with a guard
of soldiers is stationed to receive the King's dutxes for the repau' of
the roads and other public purposes..

The governor of Santos being subject, in all cases, to the governor
of St.Paul’s, we applied to him for permission to go thither, which
was immediately granted. It was now eight in the evening, and
we were without an asylum for the night. I had several letters of -
recommendation, not ene of which procured us any civility, and
we found that the inhabitants were far from being courteous to
strangers. We were willing to impute this to want of convenient
accommodations, but it may be generally observed, that along the
whole coast the same shyness prevails, while in the interior the
people vie with each other in acts of hospitality. Perhaps in all coun-
tries this duty is most practised where the occasions for its exercise
most rarély occur.

- Being unable to procure a bed at Santos, we were obliged to en-
gage a canoe to convey us up the river to Cuberton, where we ar-
rived at two in the morning, and were introduced. into the guard-
house for a lodging. The corporal being called up, accommodated
us as well as he was able; we lay down on the softest planks we
could find, and made pillows of our portmanteaus, but though much
wearied we found ourselves little disposed to sleep on so uneasy a
couch. At sunrise, when we got up, an extraordinary and busy
scene presented itself; before the guard-house was a large space of
ground enclosed by the storehouse and other outbuildings, and here
above a hundred mules were led out to. be harnessed and loaded ;
the gentleness and tractability, of these fine large animals pleased us
much, and the expertness of their masters, particularly of the negroes,
in placing and replacing the burdens, was truly surprising.
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. From the good corporal, who was commanding-officer here, we
reveived every attention, and much more civility than we had reason
to expect from the experience we had of the unaccommodating dis-
position of the people in Santos, in much better circamstances than
himself. He procured us a good breakfast, and furnished us with
saddle mules for our journey, at the rate of ten shillings each, the
distance being eight leagues. Having obtained a guide we mounted,
and proceeded about half a mile, when we reached the foot of the
stupendous mountains we had to cross. The road is good and well
paved, but narrow, and on account of the rugged acclivities is cut
in a gig-2ag direction, with very frequent and abrupt turnings con-
tinually on the ascent. The trains of loaded mules which we met
_on their way to Santos rendered the passage disagreeable, and at
times dangerous. In many places the road is cut through the solid
rock for several feet, in others along the perpendicular sides, and it
leads frequently over the tops of conical mountains, along the edge
of precipices, down which the traveller is liable to be thrown into
an impervious thicket full thirty yards below. These dangerous
places are secured by parapets. After ascending for an hour and
a half, during which time we made innumerable turnings, we ar-
rived at a resting place, near which, at a spot a little lower than the
road, we found water. This place, as our guide informed us, was
only half-way to the summit; we were astonished at the intelligence,
as the clouds were already so far below us that they obstructed our
prospect. During our progress hither, we observed that the mules
travel as quick on an ascent as on level ground ; they much excel
. the horse in uneven roads with sharp turnings, and still more so in
bad roads.

To attempt the geology of mountains so covered by vegetable
matter would be a difficult task; the component parts of those
along which we passed appeared to be granite, and frequently
" soft crumbling ferruginous sand-stone. Some picturesque streams
bursting from their high sources form fine cascades, and in crossing
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the road force their way through many detached and round masses
of granite. The woods are so thick in every part, except where the
mules tread, that no soil can be seen; the branches of the trees
in some places meet and form an arbour over the road, which
shades the traveller from the heat of the sun, and shelters him
from rain.

After resting for abont twenty minutes we again mounted and
resumed our ascent. The road presented at times four or five zig-zags
above us at one view, and gave us fresh reason for astonishment at
the completion of a work so fraught with difficulties. The millions
of crowns which must have been expended in clearing the woods and.
thickets in its course, and in cutting through the solid rock for a con-~
siderable distance, as well as in paving it through the whole extent of
the ridge, afford no mean idea of the enterprising spirit of the Bra-
gzilians. Few public works, even in Europe, are superior to it; and
if we consider that, as the district through which it passes, is but
thinly inbhabited, the labour bestowed on ‘it must have been pur-
chased most dearly, we shall hardly find one in any country so
well completed under similar disadvantages.

" In three hours we reached the summit, a plam of conslderable
extent, the lowest estimated height of which is six thousand feet.
The ‘surface is chiefly - composed of quartz covered with sand.
The sea, though distant twenty miles, seemed to us as if it washed
the foot of the mountains ; the level part of the coast and the port
of Santos below us came not within the angle of vision. While we
enjoyed this sublime prospect, we were refreshed by a cool breeze,
which renewed our strength and spirits, and enabled us to pursue our
journey with alacrity. ~ Advancing about a mile and a half, we came
to a part of the road which was cut several feet deep through the
rock, and observed in this quarter many small streams which, though
contiguous to the sea, all flow in a south-west course to an inimense
distance, and, uniting, form the great river Corrientes, which joins the

9
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Plata. This circumstance will sufficiently explain the form of this
mighty ridge of mountains, namely, that the highest and steepest
side fronts the sea, and that the other shelves more gradually and
with mare frequent outlets to the plains of the interior. This part of
the road is lined by fine trees and large thickets on both sides. - The
heavy rains of the season (December) had damaged it in ‘various
parts ; the readiest mode of repairing these breaks is o cut down
several trees, about seven inches diameter, place them across, and
fasten them down with hooked stakes. The mules which travel
these rugged declivities, though far more hardy than horses, fre-
quently fall victims to fatigue ; we observed some dead by the way-
side. In the course of our route we passed several parties of negroes
and some of Indians, working at repairs in the road, or making new
branches from it. Some of them I noticed with swellings in the
neck, though very different from those I have observed in Derby-
shire and other mountainous countries. In the case of these Indians
not only there appeared that protuberance from the glands com-
monly called a wen, but lumps of from half an inch to three inches
in diameter hung from it in an almost botryoidal form.

After crossing several rivulets and passing a few houses, we arrived’
at a tolerable inn, belonging to an officer of militia, where we were
soon provided with plenty of milk, coffee, and fowls. Itis distant’
sixteen or twenty miles from St. Paul’s, and may be considered as’
half-way between that town and Santos. The owner, who was
much surprised to see Englishmeén, treated us with every civility;
and procured us a change of saddle-mules. While they wére
_preparing, he shewed us a tract of land in front of his house, tole-
rably well-cleared, where we took an hour's shooting. We then
proceeded through a much more open country, which bore the
traces of former cultivation, and seemed of late to have been much
neglected. As we drew nearer St. Paul’s, the road improved, and
was enlivéened by a greater number of habitations in its vicinity,
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We pessed two conyents,.which had the: air of convenient. houses,
and ‘were distinguished hy large crosses erected before them. The
land was watered by . severel fing, streams; in one part we oh,
served a_ quarry of ferruginons grit-stone, but we had not leisyrg
to make much mineralogical research. St. Pauls, although on
an elevated site, is not observed at any great distance in this
direction. In its immediate neighbourhood the river runs parallel
to the road, which it sometimes partially overflows, and covers
with sand. To our left we saw a large astallage, or inn, where
numbers of mules are unloaded, and travellers commonly pass
the night. It consists of a very large shed, supported upon up-
right pieces of timber, with separate divisions for receiving the
cargoes or burdens of the mules, each traveller occupying as
many as his goods require; and there is a piece of ground, of
about a hundred yards in circumference, planted with small up-
right stakes at ten or fifteen feet distance, to which the bridles of
the mules are tied while they are fed, saddled, and loaded.
These astallages are common in all parts of Brazil.

On entering the town, -although we had expected much from
its being the capital of the district, and the residence of the
governor, yet we were struck with the neat appearance of  its
houses, stuccoed in various colours ; those in the principal streets
were two or three stories high. Having arrived an hour or two
before sun-set, we walked to the house of a gentleman, to whom
we had a letter of recommendation, but he being absent, we were
obliged to pass the night at the astallage, where our mules had
been put up. It was a miserable abode. The next morning we
breakfasted with our friend, and were conducted by him to
the governor, Brigadier General Orte, who honoured us with an
invitation to dinner, permitted a perishable cargo of my friend’s
property, which was lying at Santos, to be unloaded, and gave us
a general welcome to his palace. We had the good fortune to
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find that two of His Excellency’s aides-de-camp, men of excellent
character, had been educated in England. They assisted us in
obtaining lodgings, rendered us every service that we stood in
need of, and shewed an earnest desire to make our stay as agree-
able as posslble
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CHAP. V.

Description of St. Paul's. — System of Farming prevalent in its
Neighbourhood. — Excursion to the Gold Mines of Jaragua: —
Mode of vorking them. — Return to Santos.

T.PAUL’s is situated on a pleasmg eminence of about two
miles in extent, surrounded on three sides by low meadow
land, and washed at the base by rivulets, which almost insulate it in
rainy weather ; it is connected with the high-land by a narrow ridge.
The rivulets flow into a pretty large stream called the Tieti, which
runs within a mile of the town in a south-west direction. Over them
there are several bridges, some. of stone and others of wood, built
by the late governor.. The streets of St.Paul’s, owing to its eleva-
tion (about 50 feet above the plain), and the water which almost
surrounds it, are in general remarkably clean; the material with
which they are paved, is lamillary grit-stone, cemented by oxide of
iron, and containing large pebbles of rounded quartz, approxi-
mating to the conglomerate. This pavement is an alluvial formation
containing gold, many particles of which metal are. found in the
chinks and hollows after heavy rains, and at such seasons are.dili-
gently sought for by the poorer sort of people.

This city was founded by the Jesuits, who were probably tcmpted
by the gold mines.in. the vicinity, more than by the salubrity of its
air, which however is not excelled by any on the whole continent
of South America. The medium of the thermometer here is be-
tween 50 and 80 degrees; in a morning I have observed it at 48,
and even lower, though I was not there in the winter months. The .
rains are by no means heavy or of long continuance, and the thunder-
storms are far from being violent. The cold in the evenings was
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frequently so considerable that I was obliged to shut my doors and
windows, put on more clothes, and have a pan of embers in the
room, there being no chimneys.

Here are several squares, and about thirteen places of religious wor-
ship, namely, two convents, three monasteries, and eight churches, the
greater part of which,.as well as of the whole town, is built of earth.
The mode of erecting: the walls is as follows : a frame is construcied
of six moveable planks placed "edge-wise, opposite each other, and
secured in this position by cross-pieces bolted with moveable pins.
Earth ie put in by small quantities, which tlie workmen beat with
rammers and occasionally moisten with water to give it consistency.
Having filled the frame or trough, they remove it and continue the
same operation till the whole shell of the house is completed, taking
care to leave vacancies and put in the window-frames, door-frames,
and beams as they proceed. The mass in course of time becomes
imdurated, the walls dare pared perfectly.smooth inside, and take
any colour the owner chooses to give them'; they are generally en<

-tiched with very ingenious devices. This species of structure is
durable ; I bave seen some houses thus built that have lasted two
bundred years, and most of them have several stories. The roofs
are maide to project two or three feet beyond the wall, in order to
throw off' the rain to a distance from the base; spouts might be a
more effectual preservative against wet, but their use is little known
here. They cover their houses with gutter-tiles, but though' the
country affords excellent clay and plenty of wood, very few bricks
are burnt.

‘The population of this place amounts to full fifteen thousand
souls: perhaps nearer twenty thousand ; the clergy, including .all
ranks of religious orders, may be reckoned at five hundred. They
are in general good members of society, free from that excessive
bigotry and illiberality which is the reproach of the neighbouring
colonies, and their example has so beneficial an effect on the rest of
the inhabitants, that I may presume to say, no stranger will be mo-
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lested while he acts as a gentleman, and does mot insult the esta-
blished religion.” His Excellency the Bishop is & -most worthy pre-
late, and were the inferior orders in his diocese to follow his steps in
cultivating the sciences, and diffusing useful information, they
would .command greater respect from' their flocks, and by that
means further the interests of the religion they profess Priests,
so ignorant, can hardly escape contempt. ’

No endemial diseases at present prevail here. The small-pox
formerly, and indeed of late, made great havoc:among the inhabi-
tants, but its progress has been checked by the introduction of
vaccine innoculation, - Professors attended at 4 large hall belonging
to the governor, to which the public were invited; and the operation
was performed gratis. It is to be hoped that the credit of this pre-
ventative will make its way among the people here,. for they are
not competent to’ enter inte the merits of that’ controversy Whlch
uguned it in Europe. : :

Here are -few mantfactures of any consequence; a little coarse
cotton is spun by the hand, and woven into cloth, which serves for
a variety of wearing apparel, sheets, &c. They make a beautiful
kind of nét-work for hammocks, which are’ ‘fringed with lace, and
form an elegant plece of furniture, being slung low, s0 asito answer
the purpose of sofas. The ladies are particularly - -fond' of using
them, especially when the heat of the weather disposes them to ease
and indolence. The making- of ‘lace is a generat emplo_yment for
females, some of whom excel in it. The shop-keepers here are a
numerous class, who, as in most colonial towns, deal in almost every
thing, and sometimes make great fortunes. Here are few dectors
of medicine, but many apothccanes, some silver-smiths, whose
articles are -equally indifferent both in metal and workmanshlp,
tailors and shoe-makers in gréat numbers; and joiners, who manu-
facture very beautiful wood, but are not so tnoderate in their
charges as the former classes of tradesmen. In the out-skirts of the
city live a iumber of Creolian Indians, who make earthen-ware for
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culinary purposes, large water-jars, and a variety of other utensils
ornamented with some taste. The greatest proportion of the inha-~
bitants consists in farmers and inferior husbandmen, who cultivate
small portions of land, on which they breed large stocks of pigs and
poultry forsale. With these the market is generally well-supplied,
and in the fruit-season is also stored -with pines, grapes, peaches,
guavas, bananas, a few apples, and an enormous. qua.ntlty of
qumces o s ‘
" Esculent plauts are grown in- great profusnon and vanety .Here
is a favourite bulbous root caligd the Cara, which is equal to the best
potatoe, and even more farinaceous ; it grows to about five inches
in diameter, and affords excellent food either boiled or roasted.
Here are fine cabbages, sallad-herbs, turnips, cauliflowers, arti-
chokes, and potatoes ; the latter, though very good, are little used : -
the sweet potatoe is in greater request among the natives. Maige,
beans, green-peas, and every species of pulse flourish amazmgly, |
Fowls are cheap; we bought some at three-pence and sixpence ,
each ; small pigs from one to two shillings, and flitches of bacon, '
cured after the mode of the.country, at about two-pedc,e per pound.
Turkies, geese, and ducks are abundant, and reasonable in price,
the latter are of the Muscovy breed, enormously large, some wejgh-
ing ten or fourteen pounds. Here is a singular breed of cocks ;
- they resemble the common English in plumage and shape, but they
crow very loud, and continpe their last note for a minute qgr two.
When their voice is good, they are much esteemed, and are sent for
as curiosities from all parts of ‘Brazil. The cattle are in general
good, copsidering that so little attention is paid to feeding them ;
when their pastures are full of grass, they are tolerably fat, but when
otherwise they become lean. A drove may be bought at 24s. or
30s. a head ; beef at about a penny or three-halfpence per pound.
The curriers have a singular method of blackening cow-hides and
calf-skins : when they have prepared them for that operation, they
search for some mud-hole at the bottom of 'a ferruginous stratum,
-9
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a ditch for instance; with the mud they cover that side of the skin
required to be stained ; and they prefer this material to the solution
of copperas, probably with reason, as the sulphate of iron formed
by the decomposed pyrites acts more mildly in this state than:when
dpplied in the common way.

The horses are very fine, and in. general docile ; when well t.ramed
they make excellent chargers. Their size is . from 124 to 14§ hands,
and they vary in price from three pounds to twelve. Mules, as.we
have before observed, are considered more useful beasts of burden.
The breed of sheep is quite unattended to, and mutton is. rarely
or niever eaten.. Here is a very fine and large breed of goats, whose
milk is generally used for domeshc purposes. The dogs are very
indifferent, and of no distinct race.’

. In my walks round the city, I had frequent opportunities of exa-
niining the singular succession of horizontal strata, that form the
eminence on which it stands. " They lie in the following order : —
first, one of red vegetable earth of variable depth, impregnated
with oxide of iron; below that, sand and adventitious matter of
. different shades of colour, as ochre-red, brown, and dusky yellow,
together with many rounded pebbles, which indicate it to be of ra-
ther recent formation ; it varies in depth from three to six feet, or
perhaps to seven, and its lower part is uniformly yellow : .under this
is a bed of exceedingly fine clay of various colours, but for the most
part purple ; the white and yellow is the purest in quality ; it is in--
terveined with thin layers of sand in various directions. 'Then suc-
ceeds a stratum of alluvial matter, which is very ferruginous; it
rests on a half-decomposed substance, apparently migrating from a
granite, in which the proportion of feld-spar exceeds that of the quartz
and mica®. The whole is incumbent on compact granite. The

. *Probably the colouring matter arises from decothposition of the mica; I have fre-
quently observed a mass of granite having its surface decomposed into a red clay, in which
the particles of mica were hardly perceptible, while the compact rock below contained a

very fair proportion of that substance.
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sides of) the mount are ateep, -and ia some places nearly perpcndx-
cular®*. @ .

The fertility of the country around St. Pauls may be mferred from
the quantities.of produce, with which, as I have stated, its market
is supplied. About a century ago, this tract abounded. with gold ;
and it was not until they bad exhausted it by washing, that the
inhabitants thought of employing themselves in husbandry. As they
did so more from necessity than from choice, they. were tardy. in
pursuing those improvements which other nations -have made in thig
noble art, and, pining at the disappearance of, the precious miteral,
considered their new - occupation as .vile, and. dégrading. Indeed
throughout the whole of Brazil, the husbandinem have ever been con-
sidered as forming a class greatly inferior in point. of respectability
to the miners ; and this prejudice will in all likelihood subsist uatil
the country shall have been drained of its gold and diamends, when
the. people will be compelled to seck in agriculture a constant and
inexhaustible source of wealth. .

I shall attempt to desciibe the system of farmxng whlch At present
prevails in' the neighbourhood of St. Paul’s. - It has been elsewheye
ebserved. that, in this extensive empire, land is granted. in large tracts,
on proper application ; and we may naturally suppose.that the valua
of these tracts depends more or less on their situation. It therefore
becomes the first object of a cultivator, to look out for unoccupied
lands as near as, possible to a large town ; good roads and navigable

“rivers .are the desiderdta next in point of consequenc¢ which he
attends to, When he has made choice of a situation, he applies to,
the governor of the district, who orders the proper officers to mark,
out the.extent required, generally a league or a league and a_ half

.square, sometimes more. The cultivator then purchases as many
negroes as he can, and commences his operations by erecting habi-

@ In one part of the town is found a beautiful species of decomposed granite, consisting
of extremely white feld-spar, quartz, and very little mica.
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tations for them "and "himself, which are generally miserable sheds,
supported by four posts, and commonly called ranchos. His negroes
are then directed to cut down the trees and brushwood growing on
the land, to such an extent as he thinks they will be able to
manage. This done, they set fire to all they have cut, as it lies
on the ground. Much of the success of his harvest depends on
this burning ; if the whole be reduced to ashes he expects a great
crop ; if, through wet weather, the felled trees remain only half burnt,
he prognosticates a bad one. When the ground is cleared, the ne-
groes dibble it with their hoes, and sow their maize, beans, or other
pulse ; during the operation they cut down any thing very much in
the way, but never think of working thé soil. After sowing as much
seed as is thought requisite, they prepare other ground for planting
cassada,’ here called mandioca, the root of which is generally eaten
as bread by all ranks in Bragzil. The soil * for this purpose is
rather better prepared; it is raked up in little round hillocks, not
unlike mole-hills, about four feet asunder; into which are stuck
cuttings ffom branches of the plant, about an inch thick and six or -
eight long ;- these soon take root, and put forth leaves, shoots, and
buds. When enoiigh has been planted for the entire consumption of
the farm, the owner, if he is rich’ enough; prepares means for grow-
ing and manufacturing sugar. He first employs a carpenter to cut
wood, and build a mill with wooden rollers for crushing the canes,
by means of water if a stream is at hand, if not, by the help of
mules. While some of the negroes are assisting the carpenter,
others are employed in preparing ground in the same way as for
mandioca. Pieces of cane containing three or four joints, and in
length about six inches, cut from the growing stem, are laid in the
earth nearly horizontally, and are covered with soil to the depth of
about four inches. They shoot up rapidly, and in three months
have a bushy appearance not unlike flags ; in twelve or fifteen

* Mandiaca requires a dry hot soil, of a sandy nature. '
: L
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months more they are ready for cutting. In rich virgin soil it is not
uncommon to see canes twelve feet high and astonishingly thick.

The Indian corn and pulse are in general ripe in four months or
eighteen weeks. The average return is two hundred for one; it is
a bad harvest when it falls short of one hundred and fifty.

The mandioca is rarely ready to take up in less than eighteen or
twenty months; if the land be suitable, it then produces from six to
twelve pound weight per plant*.. They grow very little indigo in
this neighbourhood, and what they have is of indifferent quality.
Their pumpkins are of enormous size, and sometimes are served up
as table-vegetables, but more frequently gwen as food to tbe horses
Melons here are scarcely palatable.

- In no branch of husbandry are the farmers so defective as in the
management of cattle: No artificial grasses are cultivated, no en-
closures are made, nor is any fodder laid up against the season of
scarcity. The cows are never milked regularly ; they seem to be con-
sidered rather as an incumbrance to a farm than a valuable part of
the stock. They constantly require salt, which is given them once
in fifteen or twenty days, in small proportions. Their. dairies, if
such they may be called, are managed in so slovenly a manner,
that the little butter that is made becomes rancid in a few days,
and the cheese is good for nothing. In this essential department
they are deplorably deficient ; rarely indeed is there to be seen a
farm with one convenience belonging to it. For want of proper

* This generous root requires but little preparation to make it serve as a substitute for
bread. When taken out of the ground they wash and scrape it clean, and then rasp it on
a coarse grater of iron or copper, press the juice from it, and place it on a hot surface, a
shallow copper-pan for instance, four or five feet in diameter, or a clay ane, with a brisk
fire underncath; while drying it js constantly stirred, and when the moisture is completely
evaporated, it is immediately fit for use, If preserved from wet, it will keep good a long
time. In broths and soups it becomes gelatinous, and affords rich nourishment ; it is par-
ticularly good when eaten with cheese. The wild or spurious mandioca, called Ipé, is
little inferior, when roasted, to fine chesnuts. The Portugueze introduce it at table, boiled
as well as roasted.
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places in which to store their produce, they are obliged to lay it
in promiscuouns heaps ; and it is aot uncommon to see coffee, cotton,
maize, and beans, thrown into the corners of a damp shed, and
oovered with a green hide. One haif is invariably spoiled by mould
and putridity, and the remainder is mnch deteniorated, through
this idle and stupid mghgence.

They feed their pigs on Indiancom in a crade state ; the time for
confining them to fatten is at eight or ten months old; and the
quantity consumed for the puspose is eight or ten Winchester
bushels each. When killed, the lean is cut off the sides as clean as
possible, the fat is cured with very little salt, and in a few daysis
ready for market. The ribs, chine-bone, and lean parts are dried
for home consumption.

The farm-houses are miserable hovels of one story, the floor reither
paved nor boarded, and the walls and partitions formed of wicker-
work plastered with mud, and never under-drawn. For an idea of the
kitchen, which ought to be the cleanest and most comfortable part
of the dwelling, the reader may figure to himself a filthy room with
an uneven muddy floor, interspersed with pools of slop-water, and
in different parts fire-places formed by three round stones to held
the earthen pots that are used for boiling meat ; as green wood is
the chief fuel, the place is almost always filled with smoke, which,
£ading no chimney, vents itself through the doors and other aper-
tures, and leaves -all within as black as soot. I regret to say
that the kitcheas of many opulent people are in not much beteer
condition.

It may well be imagined that in a country like this, a stranger
finds the greatest comfort and enjoyment out of doors. The gar-
dens in St. Paul’s, and its vicinity, are laid out with great taste, and
many of them with curious elegance. The jasmine is.every where
a favourite tree, and in this fine climate bears flowers perennially,
as does the rose. Carnations, pinks, passion-flowers, cocks-combs,
&c. grow in great plenty ; one of their most estimable shrubs is the

L2
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Palma Christi, which gives fruit the first year, and yields abundance
of castor-oil, which all families possess in such quantity, that no
other sort is burnt.

" . Bees are by no means uncommon ; they are easaly domesucated,
and, I believe, are perfectly harmless. Their honey is pleasant;
the wax, particularly that generally sold, which is taken from their -
nests in old forest-trees, is very foul, but might be purified by a very
simple process. The woods contain a great variety of animals of
the monkey kind, and also beasts of prey, some of which have -
tolerably good fur.” Among these may be classed a peculiar species
of - the otter. - Insects are numerous, but the mosquitos are not so
offensively so as in the Rio de la Plata. The animalculum, called
the niagua or jigger, is troublesome:; it beds itself under the nails of -
thé toes, and sometimes of the fingers, but it may easily be banished
by extracting it and its bag of eggs with a needle, and filling the
éavity with calomel or snuff, for fear any should have remained:
Reptiles, 1" was told, were very numerous, but I saw few, except
foads,” which' in the evenings crawl upon the foot paths, and even
infest the streéts of the city. The sorocooco or jararraca (serpents)
are said to be very dangerous. :

The woods preduce large and durable timber, weli calculated for
building. Of their trees, all of which retain their Indian names,
some yield very fine gums. The jacarand$, called in England rose-
wood, is here very common. Many of their shrubs bear beautiful
flowers, and are very aromatic. Among the innumerable creeping
plants which clothe the soil of their uncleared lands, there are
some distinguished as infallible antidotes to the bite of venomous

reptiles ;' one. in particular, called the corazao de Jesu *, is univer-
sally. esteemed.

Beyond the plain which nearly encircles St, Paul’s, the country is -
hilly, or rather mountainous. Had the period ‘of my stay been

* Its leaf it shaped like a heart,
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longer, I should have devoted some time to a geological tour in
that district ; but having urgent reasons to hasten my departure for
Rio de Janeiro, I had leisure to take only one excursion of this
kind. The governor invited me to visit the old gold-mines of Jara-
gua, the first discovered in Brazil, which were now his property,
together with a farm in their vicinity, distant about twenty-four
miles from the city. We travelled along a tolerable, and in some
places, fine road, in a southerly direction, for twelve miles, and
crossed. the Tieti. This river is here ‘considerably larger and deeper
than in the neighbourhood of St.Paul’s ; it has an excellent wooden
bridge, free from toll. On its banks there are some situations truly
enviable ; fine rich virgin lands covered with timber, and capable
of producing, not only the necessaries, but the luxuries of life, in
a hundredfold degree, if properly cultivated. It was melancholy
to behold a territory, which, for its teeming soil and genial climate,
deserves to be called a paradise, neglected and solitary like that of
Eden after the fall; while its infatuated possessors, like the offspring
of Cain, hungering for gold, kept aloof from the nch feast wluch-
anature here spread before them.

After travelling onward four leagues, we arrived at the ancient
mines of Jaragua, famed for the immense treasures they produced
nearly two centuries ago, when at the ports of Santos and St. Vin-
cent, whence the gold was shipped for Europe, this district was re- '
garded as the Peru of Brazil. The face of the country is uneven
and rather mountainous, The rock, where it is exposed, appears
to.be primitive granite, inclining to gneiss, with a portion of horn-
blende, and frequently mica. The soil is red, and remarkably fer-
ruginous, in many places apparently of great depth. The gold lies;,
for the most part, in a stratum of rounded pebbles and gravel,
called cascalhdo, immediately incumbent on the solid rock. In the
valleys, where there is water, occur frequent excavations, madé by
the gold-washers, to a considerable extent, some of them fifty or a
- hundred féet wide, and eighteen or twenty deep. On many of the
9
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hills; where water can be collected for washing, particles of gold are
found in the soil, little deeper than the roots of tlie giass.

" The mode of working these mines, more fitly to be’ denounnamd '
mlungs. is simple, and may be easily explained :

Suppose a loose gravel-like stratum of rounded quurlmse pebbles
and adventitious matter, iocumbent on granite, and covered by
earthy matter of variable thickness. Where water of sufficienty
high level can be commanded, the ground is cut in steps, each
twenty or thirty feet wide, two or three broad, and :about ane deep.
Near the bottom a trench is cut to the depth of two or three feet.
On ‘each step, stamd six or €ight negroes, who, s the - water flows
gendly from :above, keep the earth continually in motion with shovels,
nntd ¢the whole is reduced’ to liquid mud and washed below. The
particles of gold contained ‘in this earth descend to the trench,
where, by reason of their specific gravity, they. quickly precipitate.
Workmen are continually employed at the trench to remove the
stones, and clear away the surface, which operation is much as-
sisted by the current of water which falls into it, " After five days’
washing, the precipitation in the trench is carried to:some conve-
nient stream, to undergo - a second. clearance. For this purpose
wooden bowls are provided, of a funnel shape, about two feet wide
at the mouth, and five or six’inches deep, caled gamelas. Each
workman standing in the stream, takes into his bowl five or six
pounds weight of the sediment, which generally consists of heavy
matter, such as oxide of iron, pyrites, ferruginous quartz, &c. of
a-dark carbonaceous hue. They admit certain quantities of water
info the bowls, which they move about so dexterously, that the
precious metal, separating from the inferier and lighter substances,
settles to the bottom and sides of the vessel: They then rinse their
bowls in .a larger vessel of cledin water, leaving the gold in it; and
begia again. The washing of each bowlful eccupies from five to
_ eight or mine minutes; the gold produced is extvemely variable in
quantity, and in the size of its particles, some of which are sa




_ 1)/ \\ ~10 P 7 Sy -
A7 § \ \\ \\\ e \\Q\\ o’ \“&w\w\&\\\\\v\\\ Q Goon sl W&&“ .
VW § 4 ;
;. VZ 7 14

cmammam e 1 Patarnacter Row.






(7 )

minute, that they float, while others are found as large as peas, and
ot unfrequently much larger. This operation is superintended by
overseers, as the result is of considerable importance. When the
whole is finished, the gold is borne home to be dried, and at a con-
venient time is taken to the permutation office, where it is weighed,
and a fifth is reserved for the Prince. The remainder is smelted hy
fusion with muriate of mercury, cast into ingots, assayed, and
stamped according to its intrinsic value, a certificate of which is
given with it ; after a copy of that instrument has been duly entered
at the mint-office, the ingots circulate as specie.

My attention was strongly engaged by the immense debris or re-
fuse of old washings, which lay in numberless heaps, and contained
various substances that gave me strong hope of finding some inte-
resting and valuable specimens of tourmalines, topazes, and other
crystallizations, and also a rich series of rocks, which might form
the geognostics of the country. So strongly was ¥ prepossessed with
this hope, that I really fancied I had within my reach seme of the
finest mineral prodacts of Brazil. Early one merning, before the sun
became too hot for work, I set out accompanied by two or three men, -
with iron crows and hammers, whom I had engaged to assist me. We
broke up immense quantities of quartzose and granite-like matter in,
various stages of decomposition, and others of a ferruginous kind, but
after pursuing the operation for three whole days, until my bands could
no longer wield the hammer, I was obliged to give up the search as
fraitless ; not a grain of gold did.I find, nor any thing of the nature
of crystallization, except some miserable quartz, a little cubic and
octaédral pyrites, and some very poor manganese | In short the sub-
stances presented so little novelty, and were in themselves so ordi-
nary, that I hesitated whether I should carry them with me to
St.Paul’s. This disappointment at the first gold mines I had seen,
not a little dejected me. :

In company with the Governorand his lady, I now took a survey
of the farm; we walked and rode tbroqgh extensive plantations,
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the productions of which, as well ‘as the mode.of culture pursued,
were similar to those I have already described.. Our next recreation
was hunting the deer. Let not the reader imagine that I am going
to lead him a chase through miles of country with a pack of hounds
and a joyous company of horsemen ; the mode of hunting in Brazil
affords no such diversion. Three or four men go out armed with
guns and attended by two or three dogs; the men separate @nd
wait in some open place ; meanwhile the dogs quest among the
plantations and thickets ; if they find, they drive the ‘game out,
which the hunters immediately shoot. The deer are small aud
of the fallow kind ; but their flesh is not esteemed: S

" The wild animals of this district are cliefly monkeys, sloths, &
variety of the porcupine, and opossums. These, and other predatory-
beasts, make great havoc among the poultry. Of the feathered
tribe there are not many varieties ; I shot several becassinas and
beautiful lapwings * with ted horns om each pinion, about half an
ineh in length. Here are great numbers of parrots and parroquets.

The vampire-bat, so often described by travellers, 1& a most for-
midable foe to the horsés and mules. If he gets access to them in
‘the night, he fixes on the neck-vein, above the shoulder, and sucks it
to such a degree ‘as to leave the animal almost covered with blood,
fanning with his wings all the while he retains his hold, in order (as
it should seem) to lull the pain caused by his bite.

- The garden has a bed of fine potatoes, which were planted three
or four years age by Mr. Quarten, from G;braltar They are suf-
fered to grow and reproduce themselves from season to season, none
being taken up unless when wanted for food. Cabbages and othee
vegetables for the table grow i in abundance :

* In the Spanish territories they are called disperterss (awakeners), on account of the noise
they make when disturbed in the night. A flock of them in any plantation gnswers the pur<
pose of an alaxm-bell against thieves, - ‘ . :
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" This farm has the advantage of very fine timber:in its.neighbour-
hood, and when the improvements, begun by the governor, are com-
pleted, it will be well provided with water, brought from a distance
of .'six miles, in sufficient quantities to ‘wash the -hills, and to
work the machinery of a sugar-mill. . On the estite were employed
about fifty negroes, and half that number of. 'free Indians; the
latter ate at their master’s expence, and earned about sixpence a day; ;
but they appeared far less laborious and handy than the negroes.
They were clearing grounds and making walks in a wood, which
when finished will render the place a most agreeable summer-retreat.

Among the many marks of kindness with which! the. governor
honoured me, I .must not omit his repeated assurances, ‘that: in
the event of war between our respective. countriés, which was then
talked of, he would not detain me. 'Afier remaining here. five. days;
which were rendered as agreeable as possibile by. the pdlite: civilities
of my host, we'set out on our return in the order in which we came.; -
the governor and ‘his lady.in a dttrriage-di"awn by four mules, his
aide-de-camp and myself on horseback, and six dragoons in front;
the guard always allowed to an officer of his rank We amved at
8t. Paul’s without any material occurrence. - :

This: city is seldom visited by forelgnem The passes m it from t.he
coast are.so singularly situated, that it is almost impossible to avoid
the guards who are stationed in them, to inspect all travellers and
merchandige passing into the interior. ~ Soldiers of the loweest rank
on these stations have a right.to examine all strangers whe present
themselves, and to detain them and their property, unless they
can produce passports. I and my friends in our way hither were
tbrice obliged to exhibit our licence from the governor of Santos,
which. was attested. Our appearance at St.Paul’s excited con-
siderable cyriosity among all descriptions of people, who seemed by
their manner never to have seen Englishmen before ; the very children
testified their astomishment, some by running away, athers by
eounting:our fingers, and ‘exclaiming, that we had.the same numbet
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as they. Many of the good citizens invited us to their houses, and
‘sent for thein friends to come -and look at us. ~ As the dwelling we
occupied was very. large, “we were frequéntly entertained by crowds
of young persons of both sexes, who came to the door to see how
we ate and drank. It was gratifying to us to perceive that this
general wonder subsided into a more social feeling; we met with
civil treatment every where, and were frequently invited to ding
with the inhabitants. At the public parties and balls of - the govers
nor we found' both novelty.and pleasure; nevelty at being muckh
more liberally:received than we were in the Spanish settlements, and
pleasure at being in'much more refined and polished company.-
-..The dress of the ladies abraad, and especially at church, consistd
of a garment of black silk, with a long veil of the same material,
trimmed with broad lace ; in the cooler season .black -cassimere of
baize. - In the same veil ‘they almost always appear in the strests;
though' it has been: partially superseded by a long coat of'coarse
woollen, edged with velvet, -gold lace, : fustidn, or plush, acoording
to the rank of the wearer. .This .coat s used as a general sort of
uadress, at home, ia theit evening walks, and on a jourdey, and the
ladies, whenever they wear it,-appeat:in round hats. The appella~
tioh ~of Paulista is: considered by all the females here as' a great
honour; the Paulistes being celebrated  throughout all Brazil fos
their attractions, and their dignity of character. At table they are
extremely- abstemious ; - their favourite amusement is dancing, in
which they display much vivacity and grace. At balls and other
public festivals they generally appear in elegant white dresses, with
a. profusion ‘of gold chains about their necks, their hair tastefully
disposed and fastened with combs. Their conversation, at all times
sprightly, seems to derive additional life from music. Indeed the
whole range of their educationappears to be confined to superficial ac- -
complishments ; they-trauble’ themselves very little with- domestio
eoncerns, confiding whatever relates to the inferior departments of the
household to the negro .or negra-cook, and leaving -all other matters
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to the management of servants; Owing to this Indifference, they are
total strangers ‘to. the advantages bf that order, neatness, ahd pro-
priety, which reign in an English family; their time at home is
mostly occupied in sewing, embroidery, and lace-making. Another
circumstance repugnant to delicacy is, that they have no mantua~
makers of their own sex ; all articles of female dress here are made
by tailors. An almost universal debility prevails among them,
which is partly attributable to their abstemious living, but chiefly
to want of exercise, and to the frequent warm-bathings in which
they nidulge 'They are extremely attentive to every means of
improving -the delicacy of their persons, perhiaps to the injury of
their health. -

- The men in general, especml!y f.hose of the higher rank, officers, arid
others, dress superbly ; in company they are very polite ahd attentive,
and shew every dispesitioh to oblige; they are great talkers aiid
prone to conviviality. The lower ranks, cohpared with these of
other colonial towns, ate in ‘a very advanced state of civiligation.
It were to be wished that some reform were inistituted in their system
of education ; the children of slaves are brought up during their
early days with those of their masters; they are play-mates and
tompanions, and thus a familiar equality is established between
them, which has to be forcibly abolished when they arrive at that
age, at which one must command and live at his ease, while the
other must labour and obey. It has beén said, that by thus at-
taching the slave to his master, in early youth, they emsure his
future fidelity, but the custom seems fraught with many disadvane
tages, and ought at least to be so modified- as to render the yoke of
bondage less galling by the recolléction of former liberty. -

- 'The religious processions hete are very splendid, grand, and so-
lemn ; they have a striking effect, by reason of the profound vene:
ration and enthusiastic zeal manifested by the populace. On par-
ticular occasions of this kind all the inhabitants of the city attend,
and the throng is frequently increased by numbers of the nengh-
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bouring peasantry - for several leagues round. The balconies of
those . houses, which ¢ommand the best views of the spectacle,- are
crowded with ladies in thejr gala dresses, who consider.the day as
a kind of festival ; the evemng is generally concluded by tea and
«card-parties or dances. ‘= .

- We found very little difficulty in accommodating ourselves to’ the
| general mode of living at St. Paul's. The bread is pretty good, and
the hutter. toletable, but rarely used except with coffee for break-
fast, or tea in:.the evening, A" more common breakfast is a very
pleasant sort of heans, "called feijomes, boiled or mixed with’ man-
dioca. Dinner, whwh is usually- serveéd up at noon or before, comv
monly consists of a quantity of greens boiled with a little fat pork
or beef, a root.of the potatoe kind, and a stewed fowl, with excel-
lent sallad, to which succeeds a great variety - of delicious conserves
and sweet-meats. Very Jittle wine is taken at meals; the usual
‘beverage is water. On public.occasions, or when a feast is.given tq
a Jarge'party, the table is most sumptuously spread from thirtyto
fifty dishes are served up at once, by which arrangement a succes-
sion of .courses is gbviated. . - Wine circulates coplously, and toasts
are, given during. the repast, which .usually "occupies two or tliree
hours, and is succeeded by sweet-meats, the pride of their. tables ;
- pfter coffee the company pass the evening in dancing, music, or cards.
. I may here observe, that neither in St. Paul’s nor in any other
place which I visited, did I witnéss any instance of that levity'in
the females of Brazil, which some writers alledge to ‘be the leading
* trait'in their character. * I allude to the custom which has been said
‘to prevail among them, of throwing flowers from the balconies on
such of the passers-by as'they take a fancy to, or of presenting a
flower. or a nesegay to their favourites, as a mark of partiality. The
circumstance which seems to have given rise to such an ill-founded
. conjecture is this : flowers are here considered an mdxspensable part
of the female head-dress, and when a stranger is introduced to a
lady, it is nothing meore than anm act of common courtesy for
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her to take one from her hair to present to him. This elegant com-
pliment he is expected to return in ‘the course of the visit, by se-
lecting a flower from' the profise variety which adorn the garden,
or the balcony, and presenting it to her.

One singular custom I must not omit to notice, that of throwing
artificial fruit, such as lemons or oranges, made very delicately
of wax and filled with perfumed water. On the two first days of
Lent, which are here celebrated with great festivity, persons of both
sexes amuse themselves by throwing these balls at each other ; ‘the
lady generally begins the game, the gentleman returns it with sich
spirit that it seldom ceases until several dozens are thrown, and both
parties are as wet as if they had been drawhn through a river. Some-
times a lady will dexterously drop one into the bosom of a gentle-
man, which will infallibly oblige him to change his linen, as it
usually contains three or four ounces of cold water. On these days
of carnival the inhabitants parade the streets in masks, and the
diversion of throwing fruit is practised by persons of all ages. Itis
reckoned improper for men to throw at each other. The manufac-
ture of these missiles, at such. periods, affords no inconsiderable
occupation to certain classes of the inhabitants; I have been in-
formed that in the capital of Brazil many hundreds of people
derive a temporary subsistence from the sale of them. The practice
(as I can testify) is very annoying to strangers, -and not unfrequently
engenders quarrels which terminate seriously. ,

During our stay here an unpleasant report was circulated, that the
port of Lisbon was shut against the English, and that war was
daily expected to be declared between the two powers. Had it not
been for the kindness of the governor in offering to permit our de-
parture before he should receive orders to the contrary, we should
have felt ourselves in a very disagreeable predicament. But news
soon arrived that His Royal Highness the Prince Regent had left
Portugal with all the court, and that they were embarked for the
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Brazils, under the escort of a British squadron, dispatched by
Sir Sidney Smith. This intelligence was most joyfully received by
the Brasilians; they considered, indeed, that the occupation of
Portugal by the French was a disaster very likely to ensue, biit
they consoled themselves with the hope of receiving a Prince, in
whose praise every tongue was eloquent, and to whose cause every
beart was loyal. The Bragilian empite wis considered as established}
and the worthy bishop consecrated the auspicious era by ordaining
daily prayers in the cathedral, to invoke from Divine Providence the
safe arrival of the Royal Family., News of their having touched at
Bahia arrived in about ten days, and was welcomed by every de-
monstration of public joy, processions, fire-works, &c. Hoping
every day to hear of their artival at Rio de Janeiro, I made all ready
for my departure, and devoted the few remaining days to a second
excursion to the gold-mines, and to some farewell visits among my
friends in the vicinity of St. Paul's. The governor and many of the
principal inhabitants gave us patting invitations, and by their urba-
“nity rendered the last hours we passed with them at once delightful
and melancholy. Some of the latter accompanied us two leagues on
our way, and on separating testified the warmest wishes for our
welfare. -
- I never recall to mind the civilities I received at this city without
the most grateful emotions, in which those will best sympathize who
have known what it is to visit a remote city in a strange country,
whete, according to the narratives of preceding travellers, nothing
prevailed but barbarism and inhospitality, and where they have been
agreeably undeceived. It may easily be supposed that I found it
difficult to reconcile the character of the Paulistas, such as I beheld
it, with the strange accounts of their spurious origin, quoted by
modern geographers. These accounts, founded on the suspicious
testimony of the jesuits of Paraguay, and at variance with the best
Portugueze historians, have been of late most ably confuted by an
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enlightened member of the Royal Academy of Sciences at Lisbon *.
He fully exposes the inconsistencies of Vaissette and Charlevoir, in
ascribing the origin of St.Paul’s to a band of refugees, composed of
Spaniards, Portuguese, Mestizos,. Mulattos and others, who fled
hither from various parts of Brazil, and established a free-booting
republic; and he satisfactorily shews that the first settlers were Indians
of Piratininga and Jesuits, and that the city from its first founda-
tion never acknowledged any other sovereignty than that of Portugal.
The. veracity of this account is further supported by the predominant
character of the Paulistas, who, far from inheriting the obloquy which
an ancestry of rogues and vagabonds would have ¢ntailed upon them,
have long been famed throughout all Brazil for their probnty, their
industry, and the mildness of their manners +. ‘
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" 4 I may also add their public spirit’ in résentmg mjnmes done to individuals, and in
supporting the cause of the opptessed 5 a -singular instance of which I have often heard
related. Some scventy years ago one of their gavernors, who was a nobleman, had an ine
trigue with the daughiter of a mechanic: The whole rown espoused the cause of the injured
female, and compelledthcgovemor, at thepenlofhuhfe.toxharryher



CHAP. VI

Coasting Voyage from Santos to 2apitiva, and Journey thence to Rio
de Janciro. : .

E left St.Paul’s at ten in the moming, and took the same road
to Santos by which we had come, there being no otber, fit to
travel. On the following day, before noon, we arrived at Cuberton,
where we were detained by rain, until four in the afternoon. About
- seven we arrived at Santos, and as we were provided with. a letter
of introduction to a judge, and another to a merchant, we relied on
a kinder welcome than we had met with on our first visit, the more
so as we came from St.Paul's. We were, however, deceived. The
judge received us coldly, and when I asked him where the person
lived to whom our other letter was addressed, he seemed quite re-
joiced at the opportunity for shewing us out of his house. The
merchant was as frigid as the judge, and made us a paltry excuse.
We then repaired to an apothecary, from whom we had experienced
some acts of attention, and who had attended one of our friends,
who, having left St. Paul’s in a bad state of health, had waited here
three weeks for a ‘passage to Rio de Janeiro. After telling him our
situation, and stating that the wet weather prevented us from pass-
ing the night in our canoe, he kindly offered us his shop-floor for a
lodging, it being the only place under cover he had to spare, We
commissioned him to offer four dollars to any of his neighbours who -
would admit us for the night, but he said it would be of no avail, as
the people of Santos were proverbially notorious for their want of
hospitality. The great influx of strangers and renegadoes from all
nations into .this and other towns on the coast, had completely
steeled the hearts of the people against those claims on their good-
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will, which the inhabitants of the interior, less frequently imposed
upon, are ever ready to acknowledge and to satisfy.

Thus disappointed, we resolved not to wait at Santos for a ship,
but to proceed to Rio de Janeiro, along the coast, in a canoe. Hav-
ing hired one we embarked, and after rowing all night in a strait
. between the continent and the island of St.Omar, which forms one
of the passages to Santos from sea, we arrived by sun-rise at Berti-
oga, situated at the north end of that island. It is a village, con-
sisting of some tolerably good buildings, erected for the convenience
of the Captain Mor and his attendants, who superintend a fishing
establishment here, similar to that near St. Cathenne s, and belong-
ing to the same company, hut very much inferior in point of extent
and capacity. At both places the most’ expert of the negroes are
employed in dressing whalebone, which is'a considerable article of
commerce, though smaller and léss valuable than that of the Green-
land whale. Along the coast . which we passed, are several fine
bays, where, in the best tlmes of the fishery, large quantities of
whales were annually caught The buildings for 'boiling the blub-
ber and storing the oil were convemently situated :

The fine harbour of Bertioga is well sheltered from all winds, and
the town itself, being situated at the foot of a hill, is protected from
the inclemencies of the weather, and is at times inconveniently warm,

. The basis of the hill is primitive granite, composed of hornblende,
feld-spar, quartz, and mica. Fine springs of water, bursting from
various parts, give variety (o the scenery, and an agreeable fresh-
- mess.to the air. Though the place bore the appearance of poverty, -
we observed no signs of want ; the sea affords great plenty and variety
of eatable fish, and the soil produces pulse, of various sorts, and
rice, quantities of which we saw loading in boats for Santos. The
people with whom we had to treat used us civilly, and seemed
anxious to anticipate and to gratify all our requests. As the Cap-
tain Mor was ill, he could not render us any assistance in procuring
N
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8 passage fm St. Sebastian; we. were therefore obliged to hire the
canoe to go forward,

A strong: current, setting in-shore detamed us uotil xmdmght
we then. tgok advantage of a. calm, which succeeded, and rowed
away for a headland to the gastward, near which we arrived abeut
sun-rise, after a most labarious passage. The shore was quite solitary,
with the exception of twe.very miserable huts; at which we-could
procure no better a breakfast than muscles. The face of the countiry
is low and sandy, covered with uwaderwood and groupa of: trees, and
watered by rivulets from a.range of mountains:apparently:about two
leagues distant.

A hbresgze springing up. about mid.day;. we again emberked, but
gfter contending with; hoth elements for four hours, we were obliged
again to take to our oars, in erder to reach.Porte. Unya before sum»
set, which, with considerahle exertion, we effected. At this place
we observed a. large plantation, belonging to a religious society at
Santos, who hence derive a great part of their maintepance. . Afe
ter waiting till. two in the morning for a change either of wind.or
current, we got out of pawt and.proceeded on our voyage to Rio de
Janeiro. We rowed against. tlie wind till day-light, and.thea found
ourselves. near a, bluff. headland with steep rocks, forming a good
harbour for hoats, called Toque.Toque, where we arrived about.nine
o’clock, hayving passed several conical islands, which are not laid
dowa in apy, chart that.I have hitherto seen. Off the point of Toque
Toque, ¢xtends the fine island of St.Sebastian ; the strait between
it.and. the. majn affords an excellent: passage, and a .good harbaur
for ships of war..

‘The wind, still blowing fresh against. us, we rested awhile, and
were amused by watching some.fishermen haul their nets. ashere
with lasge draughts of cavelhos in them. These. fish weigh. from
fifteen to- twenty pownds each, and: are caught in great. numbers
along this coast,
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Passing point Toqae Togque at noon, we entered the strait of
St.Sebastian. Its width .is about three lesgues, the land on both
sides is bold .and steep, and being well cultivated has a very grand
and rich appearanve. The varied foliage of the trees, and the dift
ferent shades of verdure in the enclosures, combined with the ro.
mantic situations of the houses dispersed among them, presented a
view worthy .the ablest pencil ; we had full leisure to-enjoy it, for the
wind being still adverse, our progress depended.on the toil of our
wearied boatmen. Several vessels, going the contrary way, passed
ws:ut full sail, the crews of which added to our chagrin by iros
pically wishing .us a pleasant voyuge. At four in the afternoen
we arrived .at the town of St.Sebastian, situated on a low tract of
ground about three bundred - yards from the beach. Thé inhabi-
tants, amounting to two or three thousand, are an indigent and
not very industrious people ; they subsist chiefly on fish, which was
the only food we could procure during the three days we staid
among :them. There ‘are some incomsiderable plantations.in the
neighbourhood, where a little indigo is made, .and some tolerably
good tobaceo is grown. This town is noted (and formerly was
much more so) for its very large canoes stooped out of the solid
timber ; some .of them I have seen of almost incredible dimensions.
The civil government is enttusted to a Captain"Mor, whos¢ aatho-
- ity is supported by a garrison of ten or fifteen soldiers under the
command of an ensign. At the house of the latter we took up our
abode, while waiting for an opportunity to hire a large canoe to
carry us to Zapitiva, near Rio de Janeiro. The people with whom
we had to bargain, used every petty means to thwart and impose
upon us, and our host shewed no.disposition to protect us against
their chicanery, so that we encountered many vexatious delays ére .
we could accomplish our purpose.

This place is by no means a 'desirable, or mdeed a tolerable resi-
dence for a stranger; it is exposed to all the inconveniences peeu-
liar to low and sandy situations ; the hot unwholesome weather, sel- -

N 2
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‘dom refreshed by a breeze, tends to multiply the immense. swarms
‘of mosquitos, which constitute one of the plagues of the Torrid
Zone. The neighbouring island, on the contrary, being miore. ele~
vated, has the advantage of a freer air, and is therefore less
annoyed by these troublesome insects.” It has the reputation of pro-
ducing the best sugar, rum, and pulse, as well as the finest cattle
in all Brazil, and these advantages, joined to its convenient situation,
must render a plantation upon it highly valuable. In common with
the opposite shore, and the rocks observable in various parts of the
straits, it .appears to be composed of the same primitive granite I
have before described. Near_ the town -of St.Sebastian’s, I found
some large pieces of basalt, which, when struck, emitted a very clear
sound ; I saw also somefragments of lime-stone, but these probably
were part of some vessel’s, ba.llast, which had been thrown overboard
in the bay, and washed ashore. :

Having at length hired a cance, we embarked for a vnllage
about five miles distant, called Bayro, where we arrived safe, and
‘staid all night at the house of a fisherinan, who undertook the
charge of our navigation until we should arrive at Zapitiva. Bayro
‘is a pretty but poor village, built near the beach, and is.chiefly
noted as being the place where most of the earthen-ware used at
Rio de Janeiro is made. :The clay for this purpose appears to be a
decomposition of feld-spar. Here is a large convent, well built;
and finely situated.

About nine in the morning, we embarked in our canoe, whnch
was forty feet long, covered with an awning, and rowed by six men.
In the aftemoon we arrived at Porcos, a fine, bold, conical island,
with good anchorage, but no part. Its coasts abound with excellent
fish. Here was stationed a guard of soldiers to prevent contraband
trade, and to give information respecting it; the officer, an ensign,
made us weélcome to all he bad, and treated us with great kindness
during our short stay. Leaving this place at two in the morning,
we rowed through an archipelago of islets, and.arrived at Porto
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Negro, within four leagues of Isle Grande, :and the morning: followe
ing reached a bay in.that island.. The land isin general.very high
and irregular; in the interior it is well wooded, and contains.some
éxcellent iron ore which is very little known. Its coasts are.but pat-
tially. inhabited. The strait which separates .it from the main
land is an’ excellent barbour in all its extent, and was the rendez-
vous of some- English privateers during our war with Spain. The
country in its vicinity is well clothed with large-timber, and appears
-very fruitful, but is thinly peopled by a set of men, whose manness
and pursuits denote them to be outcasts from society. In thg
evening we entered a fine bay, and procured .some refreshment at a
house on.the beach, where: we intended. to pass the night, but a plan.
- had been laid to rob us, and we were obliged, on discovering it, to
re-imbark before day-break, much rejoiced .at having narrowly:
escaped the loss of our property and.our lives. Pursuing our course
among the many islands, with .which this pert of the coast is studded,
we passed the beautiful and fertile island of  Madeira, and, at noon,
crossed two wide bays. A favourable breeze now, for the first time,
sprung up, which lasted until we arrived -at Zapitiva, and here
ended our romantic canoe-voyage. ' VRIS
- I'would strongly recommend to every traveller, pursuing. a. snmlan
course, the expediency of providing himself. with a soldier commis-
sioned to attend him, and to pretect his person and property against
the evil-minded persons, who prowl about the coast.in search of
plunder, and greedily seek .every'opportunity of securing, by fraud
or force, the property of defenceless passengers: We had more than
once occasion to rue the neglect of this precaution. .
. At Zapitiva, we met with excellent accommodations. The owner
'of the house at which we:put up, furnished us with a plentiful sup-
per of fish, fowls, coffee, and excellent sweet-meats, which we relished
the more from having for-eight days subsisted. wholly on fish. Our
lodgings were tolerably comfortable, and were rendered more so by.
the earnestness with which every one in the fainily strove to please.
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us. At sun:rise next morning, afier diverting myself with shootiag
a few horned plovers on ‘the beach, I:took & survey .of the rom: tic
scenery around. Here are a few poor houses,:and some plantations
of indigo, sugmr, and pulse. The beach is lined with fine aloes, and
presents an interesting view of several islets im front of ithe bay, the
most conspicuous ‘of which is Madeira, before-mentioued. .In anes
ther direction is seen that of Isle Grande. ‘Four:leagues distant foom
Zupitiva is Sante Crus, formerly the property of the Jesuits, and inow
the royal farm of the Prince Regent of Portugal, of which .I. shall
have occasion, in the sequel, to:speak anore at large

Aftersetthing with eur host, we hired mules to ‘carry us.to R&o de
Janeiro, distant forty miles. Owing to the weight of our bags
gage, we travelled but slowly: this, however, we did not regret,
as the.fatigues of our coasting-voyage rendered ‘us rather averse to
violent exertion. Proceeding through a low sandy country, covered
with wood, for about three leagues, we skirted .the boundary .of the
Prince’s farm, which encloses some of the finest and most fertile
plaims in South America, and gives employment to upward of fifteen
bundred negroes. . We soon .afterwards reached the  mam road,
which in general is very good, but the iamis about it.are: little
cleared, and seem almost destitute of cultivators. ' Inthe: ¢oursé of
twenty -miles, ‘we saw only one house that deserved the name of &
plantation ; the only dwellings by the way-side were miserablé huts
and dram-shops, exhibiting deplorable symptoms of sleth and . pos
verty. Beforesum-set we halted at a kind of mn, where our swulés
were turved out to grass, and a supper was provided for ws of fowls,
milk, and coffee. The bouse, though pleasantly situated on an emi~
nence among erange-groves and coffee-trees, was mieersbly deficient
in those comveniences which its exterior had announced. The room
where we supped was lighted by a small poar lamp, (hetre being no
candles,) and the floor was so unevea, that our table :stood on only.
two of its four legs. Tired with this cheerless gloom, we ordered
our beds to be unpacked, and retired to rest. The want of .candle-
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hight.is:a" sesious. inconvenience. to travellers in' all parts of Brazil,
and' no eme' cught to undertake a.journey without' an ample provie
sion of camdles, with.the necessary implements for using them. . Sonf-
fers. are articles: of luxury, very rarely. to be. met with, except.as
curiosities. I need not add that beds are an equally indispensahle
~ part of a traveller's equipage.

. Wenresumed our journey at an early hour next day, along an ex-
cellent.road in the middle of a valley, formed by lofty: mountsins
After travelling about three miles, we came: to-a house, called: the
Panedera (bake-house), which is reckoned:half way between: Zapitiva
and the capital. From:.this place the road gradually. becomes more
unlivened by dwellings and plantations, (but many of the former are
wretched hovels erected for the sale of bacon, corn, liquors, &o:)
and by numbers oficountrymen: bringing produce: from every: part. of
the south-west, even from.the far districts of: Goyazes, Coritiva,
Cuyaba,. St. Paul’s, and Mato Grosso. ' . It is not uncemmon:to see
eight hundred or a thousand mules passing and repassing in. the
course of a day, besides numerous. droves of fine cattle for the use
of the city. Our heavy-laden and.weary mules.travelled so:slowly,
that we did not come. within sight of Rio de Janeiro, ustil. abeut
three in the afternoon. On reaching the eminence, which com«
manded the first prespeet of this fine city, our joyfub semsations
banished.every: feeling of fatigue. One of the party, who had ade
vanced a few paces, rode back. as fast:as his mule could goyexclaims
ing, “ the English lag.” We hastened onward, and beheld one: of
the most welcome: siglits. that ever greeted the: eyes of. a- traveller;
with.aremembrance of his native country —a squadron of. awr men
of war at anchor in- the bay, which had recently escorted the court
of Portugal to an asylum in- their own' dominions, beyond the reach
of their foes. We no longer felt uneasy at the thought of entering
alarge city inhabited: by strangers:; we knew thatthe name of. Engs
lishman would be a passport among them, and we: anticipated
something of that delight which is connected with the near prospect

9
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of home. I, who had for eighteen months lingered in exile, and
beheld each setting sun close another day of almost hopeless capti-
vity, enjoyed this evening scene with indescribable emotion; it was
here, that for the first time since my landing in South America, I
had just reason to promise myself a night’s repose in freedom,;
safety, and peace.
** “We soon reached the suburbs, which are’ very large and’ pleasdnt,
being agreeably interspersed with gardens aiid pleasure grounds.
About five o'clock we halted in the vicinity of Campo St. Anna, at an
ion, or rfather hostelry for cattle, whence; having secured our bag-
" gage in’ the miserable stall ‘alfotted to'us, ‘we salkied forth in search
* of the friends who left us-at St. Catherinie’s. ‘Accustonied, as we long
" had been, to" rudte and solitary scenes; we-were forcibly struck-with
“the opu'!ence of this’ city, d:spféyed in its magmﬁcent buildings and
regular streets. While engaged in anxious enquiries after our friends,
" we accidentally met with one of them, Wwho, with "unspedkable joy,
" conducted us' to the rest;'and the evening was passed most agree. -
ably in reliting over several ‘encounters, and in -asking ahd-answering
 innumerable questions. - Returning to our inn at midnight, we"re-
mained with our luggage until morning, when we cai'ted it ‘up to the
house of dur friehds in Rua Piscadores. = @

During our journey ‘from’ Zapitiva to Rio’ Janexro, we had ot
much leisure for geological observation. The’stratum, inthe course
of the route; is composed of primitive’ granite, like' that before
"‘described. In some parts “we observed large stones, approx-
imating to basalt, and in other parts we found fine clay: - Neaterto
the capital, and ' particularly in ‘the “environs of- St. Cristoval, the
" Prince’s country-palace, the stratum his & gneiss-like appearance.
“and produces some fine “specimens ‘of feld-spar. :- In ‘the -precincts
of the city, there is an ‘extensive flat, covereéd with‘mangtoves, 'and
over-flowed by the tide. At the foot of" ‘the mountainis which bound
it, are quatries ‘of gramte, large blocks of- which 'are rafsed Rn' build.
" ing putposes, as'well as for paving the streets of the City. ~ - - :
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CHAP. VII.

'Description of Rio de Janeiro.— Trade.—State of Society.— Visit to
the Prince Regent's Farm at Santa Cruz.

RIO DE JANEIRO has been so often described by former tra-
velless, that, were I to confine myself to the supply of what they
‘have omitted, or to the correction' of : their mis-statements, ‘my task
would be speedily performed, but, as I have uniformly chosen to
write freely from my own observations rather than follow the track of
others, I shall trespass on the reader with a more detailed account
than he might perhaps require. It will, however, be recollected that
" the period at which I visited this capital being a political era in the
annals of Bragil, is sufficiently interesting to excuse if not to justify
me in the attempt to improve upon descriptions of an earlier date,
though at the risk of a little repetition. -
The finest view of the city is from the harbour, whence its lofty
' eminences crowned with convents, and the hills in its environs, inter-
spersed with villas and gardens, have a rich and magnificent appear-
ance. The royal palace skirts the beach, and is seen to great ad-
vantageé from the principal landing-place, which is within sixty yards
of its. doors. This palace, though small, is the residence of the
Prince Regent and the royal family : the mint and the royal chapel
form parts of the structure. Parallel with the beach runs the main
street, consisting of noble buildings, called Rua de Dereito, from
which the minor streets branch off at right angles, and are mtersected
by others at regular distances.
Some idea of the extent of the city may be formed from the po-
pulution, which, including the negroes, (its most numerous portion,)
o
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is estimated at a hundred thousand souls : the dwellmgs are generall y
of one story only.

The numerous convents and churches are well built, and rather
handsome ; the cathedral, now nearly finished, is in a superior style:
of architecture. The streets were formerly incommoded by latticed.
balconies, which had a very heavy appearance and obstructed the
circulation of the air, but they have been taken away by.arder of
Government. - The greatest nulsances now remaining are those
which arise from the custom of persons of all ranks on horseback ta
ride on the foot-paths, and from the preposterous haanging of shop:
and house doors, which all open ontward into the strest, to the great

" annoyance of foot-passengers : .I may also add the frequent pools of
stagnant water which, from the lownass of the site, cannot without.
much labour be drained away, and which, - through the beat.of the
weather, emit the most putrid exbalations. Water for the use of the
city flows from the hills through aqueducts, and. is distributed.to
several fountains in varions public places: It is to be regretted: that
there are not more of these for the supply of the inhabitants, nuns
bers of whom live a mile distant from any of them, and ave.obliged
to employ persons continually.in carrying water: many of the pooret
classes earn a living by selling 3t. - The fountains in dry weather are
frequently so crowded, that the carriers have to wait for hours before
they can be supplied. - The water is good, and, when kept in large
jors, drinks' cool and pleasant. :The inns and public houses: are
almost destitute of accommodations, and so very uncomfortable that
a stranger will pot reside in them if he can find a.friend to take bim
in. - House-rent in general is equally high as - in London, owing, it
should seem, to the dearness of building materials and the high price
of masonry. Timber in particular is unaccountably scarce, considers
ing the quastity which grows in'almost every part of Brasil; evea
fire-wood is dear.  Provi isions are in general plentiful, but not very
choice in quahty the beef is very indifferent, and indeed bad ; the
park is better, and, if the feeding were properly attended to, might
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be.rendered fines mutton is almost unknown, as the natives will not
eat it®; the poultry of every description.are excellent, but they are
very dear. Pulse and vegetables.of all kinds are very abundant, and
the fish-market is not ill supplied.. Turtles are frequently caught, as
well:as.a great variety.of fish ; here are abundance of very fine large
prawns.  The: oysters and muscles though not equsl ‘to ours, are
very (tolerable.

1Owing to.its low umatnon, and the general filthiness of its streets\,
Rio: d¢ Janeiro canaot be called healthful. Improvements are now
making which will in part remedy these evils ; but other causes tend
to increase the insalubrity of the air, and to spread contagious dis-
tempers, the. principal of which are the large importations of negroes
from Africa, wvho commonly land in a sickly state, the consequence
of close confmément .during a hot voyage. It:is much to be regretted
that the city was not .originally bailt on the plan of these in the
Netherlands, with.canals for brigs and small vessels, which might
then have been unloaded at'the doors of the ‘warehouses: such an
improvement: would bave also greatly tended to the cleanliness and
saluabrity of the town.

‘The police is by nomeamdlregnhwd and, from the attention
which has been paid to it since the arrival of the court, there is every
hope that it will be placed on a footing equally respectable with that
of any. European capital. The prisons are loathsome, and require
the benevolent genius of a Howard to reform them altogether. One
great step in favour of humanity has been guined: the inquisition
has-been abolished, and with it the spirit of pemecution, so that no
one can now be offended for his religious tenets, unless he openly in-
sult the established religion.

B By way of experiment, I had some killed, and it was acknowledged by those who tastcd
it to bé excellent ; ‘but some strange prejudice or othcr deters the .inhabitants from intro-
ducing it at theit-tables. -

02
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This-city is the chief mart:of Brasil, and - especially of the pro-
vinces of Minas Geraes, St. Paul's, Goyazes, Cuyaba and Corritiva.
The miving districts;: being most populous, require the greatest pro- -
portion of consumable goods,.and in.return send the. most valu-
able articles of comnierce, hence innumerable troops .of mules are -
continually travelling-.to and. froin.those districts; their comw
mon burden is about.three cwt. each, which they. cirry .to the:
almost incredible distance of 1500 or 2000 milés. Their homeward -
freight consists chiefly of salt for the, comumphon of the~cattle, and
iron-for-the working of the.mines. - 7

. No.colonial port.ip the world is so. well sxtmted for geneml com~-
merce as Rio de Janciro. It enjoys, beyond any other, an equal-con-
venience of, intercourse with Europe; America, Africa, the East
Indies, and the South Sea islands, and: seems formed by nature as &
grand link to connect the trade of thase great portions of the globe.
€Commanding also, as the capital of a rich and extensive territory,
resources-of immense amount and value, it seemed to réquire. only
the presence of an efficient government to give it- political import-
ance, and. this advaatage it has now gained by.becoming the chosen:
residence of the-court, of Portugal.. The benefits resulting from . this
great:event.had but: just begun: to display themselves at the pesiod
to-whicly this narrative refers, and the commercial relations of Rio-de
Janeiro, though. cowsiderably augmented; wéne still but in their. germ.
1. shall - proceed :to state them aceordnng to the best: mformtlon I
was then able to pro¢uge. . . . .

The imports hither from the River Plate, and from Rm Grande dd
St. Pedro, consist.in immense: quantities of dried beef, tallaw, hides,
and grain. Those from the United States are chiefly salt provisions,
flour, household furniture, pitch, and tar. The North Americaus

erally send cargoes of these articles on speculation, and, as the
market for them is fluctuating and not to be depended. on, they fres
quently take them to:pther ports.. Their provisions ase: commonly
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sent to the Cape of Good Hape. They bring' European mérchan-
dise, which 'they exchange for- specie wherewith to trade to.China,
and also take.in: necessaries on their voyagés to the South Seas.

- From the western coast of Africa, Rio de Janeito imports wazx, oil,
suiphar,. and some woods.. :The negro trade has been restricted to:
the ‘kingdoin of Angola by a-decreé of the Prince Regent, who'
has. deulared his intention of ahohshmg it altegether as soon as pos-
sible. .. : - o AR

/. The »tmde to Monmblque is ﬂ-iwal fbut, sinte.- tbe captire of’
the Isle of France by the British has:cleared. thiat coast from French
privaseers, it may be expected toincrease. It affords many valuable
products, such as gold-dust, brought: from ‘the. interior, ivory, of
which the Prince monopofizes-the largest sort, -eboay 'and : other
fine. wools, drugs, oil, excellent columbo-rodt, and an abundance
of various gums, particularly of the gwn meni. * The whale-fisheries
on the coast have proved asource of riches to many speculators. . :

i 'Fhe intercourse ‘of this port with Tiidia, in common. with Mozam-:
bique, has been much annoyed by the: priviteers of the Isle.of
France, and will therefeore, in all probability, flourish equally by thein
-suppression. A .voyage thither and back is performed with great:
expedition : one large ship of eight hundred tons sailed, loaded:
at Surat, and: retarned withinr the space of seven months. A voyage
to China seldom éccupies a longer period. The trade thither will no.
dotbt be revived,' and it'is not.improbable that this port may at no
great distance of time become an entrepdt for Indna goods dest.med
fox Barope.. '

-- Rio de Janeiro is convemently satuated for - aupplymg a gredt
variety- of. necessaries to she Cape of Good Hope and to New: South:
Wales: indeed, of Iate years, English manufactures have been sold
bere 30 cheap that it- has ‘been ‘found more advantageous to ship,
thény hence for: those colonies than from homeé. .- Ships going on the:
South; Sen whalofisbery touch here, and lay in large stocks -of spi-
rituous liquors, wine, sugar, coffee, tobacco, soap, and live stock.

9
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. 'ﬁxe’imﬁuwﬁ'om the mothercountry consiet chiefly in wine ang¢
‘0il. ' "From Sweden some iron is cecasionally brought: it is preferred
to English iron for mules’ shoes, on account of its greater ductility.
", The oxports consist principally of cotton, sugar, rum, ship-tiin-
ber, varions fine ' cabinet-woods, hides, tallow, indigo, and :coarse
cotton cloths, in immense quantities, for clothing the Peoms in the
provinces of the River Plate. Among the more precious articles of
export may be enumerated gold, diamonds, topazes of various co-
lours, amethysts, tourmalines-(that are frequently sold for cmeralds),
chrysoberyls, aqua-marinas, and wrought jewelry.

- "This market has been greatly overstocked with English mauufac-
tures, in conséquence of the sanguime speculations to which oar:ther-
chants ‘were incited by the late emigration. The-supply exceeded
the demand in a tenfold degree, and the excess gave rise to auctions
whiere goods were sold‘at amprecedentedly reduced prices. In pro.
portion as English ‘merchandize lowered, that of Brazil rose in value,
and so great was the demand for it, owing to the numerous vessels
waiting for cargoes, that within a year-after the arrival of the Prince
Regent, every article of .produce was ‘doubled. Gold quickly dis+
appeared ; for the monied Portuguege, perceiving the avidity and
impolitic. eagerness with which the English -forced their goods upon
them, cautiously withheld . their specie, and, ‘by the altesnative of
barter, got rid of their own produce at a very high price, and b~
tained our merchandize almost at ‘their own valuation. ‘' “The losing
party in this ‘unequal traffic, though they had -chiefly to blame their
own imprudence in engaging in it, were loud in their complaints and
remonstrances against the Portuguese merchants. A treaty of com-
mexce was concluded, by which the duties on English, and indeed all
foreign merchandize, which had been 25 per cent., were reduced to 15
per cent. ad valorem. A judge was appointed to attend solely to the
concerns of the English, and to see justice done them: he was intitled
the Judge Conservador of the English nation. The person'who now
fills this impartant office is one of the mostenlightened and upright of
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\gen; his official conduct, of which I have seen: mmuch, has sseored

im the respect of all parties, and has done credit to the choice of
the Prince Regent, confirmed by the approval of. His Excellency
Lord Strangford. Further to cultivate and extend the interests of
commerce, His. Royal Highoess has established a Board. of Trads,
in which are some experienced and intelligent men, to whose consi-
deration every particular case, and every new regulation, is referred.
One of the members of this Board, Dr. Lisboa, has greatly distin-
g\ashed himself by his zeal for the English nation, displayed in
various publications on commerce, particularly in one dated May
1810, which contains a fund of solid argument on the.principles laid
down and acknowledged by our most celebrated. statesmen and po-
litical writers. It is.to be hoped that the diffusion of views so liberal,
under the auspices of ministers, will banish that narrow-minded jea~
lousy with which certain opuleat individuals of the Brasilian capital
regard the Enghsh merchants, whom they stxgmatlze as intruders;
and that the ;general interests of commerce in this thriving colony
will gain, through fair competition, what they have -heretofore lost
through overstocked murkets. <

The business of the custom-house, dthough still sbackled w1th
many troublesome and tedious regulations, especially wiith regard to
small articles, has been considerably simplified; and, in all cases
where a stranger finds bimself at & loss how to proceed, be is sare.to
have every difficulty. explained, and every obstacle removed, by ap-
pealing to the judge who presides over this department. The libe-
rality and disinterestedness of . this excellent officer are the more ge-
nérally felt and acknowledged, from the inconveniences with which
his situation mlgbt enable him to embarrass the trade, if he were in~
clined  to a more rigorous execution of the.laws.

In mentioning the advantages which have resulted to the English
merchants from the liberality of the persons in office, I ought not to
omit stating that much has been effected through the exertions of the
British minister, who, while pursuing that conciliatory and moderate
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line of conduct, which gained him the esteem of the Prince Regent,
ever firmly upheld the interests of his nation, and in.all deliberations
concerning them reserved to himself the casting vote. With respect
to individuals, it is true that he declined to be troubled on every
trivial occasion, and scrupulously. discountenanced every covert
attempt at monopoly or peculation, from whatever quarter it came:
but in great questions he acted with promptitude and decision ; nor
was he averse to use his influence in favour of a private individual,
when a candid and manly appeal was made to him. Considering the
peculiar circumstances attending his embassy, and also the jarring
interests he had to reconcile, Lord Strangford has conducted himself
in a way highly honourable to his talents and character; and in con-
tinuing to merit the confidence of his own court, has secured that of
the Prince Regent and all his ministers. The treaty of commerce
Jately concluded is a proof of the harmony which subsists between
them, and may be regarded on our part as the mast advantageous
that, in the existing posture of affuirs, could have been procured.

The harbour is easy of entrance and egress, generally speaking, at
all times, as there is a daily alternation of land and sea breeze, the
former blowing until about noon, and the latter from that hour until
sun-set. . Ships find here every conveniency for repairing, heaving
down, &c., but it is to be hoped that docks will soon be formed,
which will render the latter troublesome and dangerous operation
unnecessary. There is an anchorage-duty paid, which forms an item
in the bill of port-charges.

Of the state of society in Rio de Janeiro, what I have to ohserve
differs little from the description of the Paulistas already given. The
same habits and manners prevail at both places, allowing for some
slight variation, caused by the greater influx of strangers to the
capital. The Portugueze are in general rather punctilious and re-
served in admitting a foreigner to their family parties; but having
once. received him, they are open and hospitable. The ladies are
affable and courteous to strangers, extremely fond of dress, but less
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“proud thein thowe of other rutions. . I their mised assbmblies the
uttiost gilety prevails, 'and is sedsomed by that -fimished pohténeu
for which the Portaguehe are generally vdlsthrgmshed THe conver-
sation of the ‘best-bred men, ‘however, 1 more lively than i mstmc-
tive ; for eduéation is héte 'st & low'ebb, ‘and campfeheuds i very
Nasited course of Kitetture' and scienve. It is proper t6 add that
gitice the drrival of the c(mrt, ‘nieasures Have beén. adophed for efecb-
ing a thorough reforth in the sehinaries, and’ other fuistitutivns for
public instruction ; ahd that the Prince Regent, in’ his soliéitude’ f’or
the good of his subje(t‘ts, hss zealéusly patrofiized e every atftmﬂpt to
Hiffuse ‘among them a tasté for useful knowledge. Utider his'at-
'splc‘es, the " college of St. Joaqmm has undérgone comsiderablé’ irh-
provément: & lectureship’ on chenistry has' been instituted, to whnh
olr couﬁti‘jlﬁan, Dr. Gurddivér, ‘Has Boeti ' nomimited by His JRo_yl«xl
" Highness ;” and 1t'is to'be hoped that from this appointmeiit may be
dated the mtl‘oductnon of expenmental pbilOsOpby in ﬂsat eseabhsh.
meht. o
‘Resuming iy narvafive; T am’ boufid in gM:ﬁrﬂe to state thiat the
" yéception I met with heré éxceeded my most ‘sanguine hopes; and far
more 8o dny mdlvidual pretensions on whith I could grdund them.
* ¥'must dttribute it to the letter of introduction to the Viceroy, with -
“which the Pottuguese aribassador in London honouréd me on my
'd’eparture thence, and whnch I presented to the ambassador’s'noble
relative, the Condé de Limhares, minister fot foreign affairs. '];hls
dlsﬁoguashed statesman shewed me every attention, and granted me
‘every privilege I could ask, so that, through his kind condescension,
all went well with me. T may state this without i mcumng the im-
putation of vanity, since it is only ohe among the numerous proofs
he has given of his disposition to serve the Englmh by every moans
o his power. ©
A féw weeks after tny artival, T solicited permission of His Excel.
féncy the Condé de Linhares to work an iron’ ‘mine’ at Guaraceaba,
‘represefiting at the same tirie the ifwiense advantages which might
P
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mccrue to the state from such an experiment, by.opening its.own re-
sources for the supply of that useful metal. . He.in part assented to the
préposal, but expressed a wish that I should previously devote a faw
days to an inspection of the Prince’s farm at Santa Crug, and. on my
return make a repart.of the state in wluch I found. it, | While prep
panng for my Joumey, it was mtlmated fo me as the Prince’s. pars
ticular desire, that I should endeavour to establish a dairy on.the
pnnc;ple of those in England, and direct the people in the manage.
ment of it, to which I readily assented, Being provnded with horses
and a soldier to attend me, 1 set out on the j journey, accompamed
by a.gentleman named Panotsslen, whose; amiable dnsposmon and
'scnentlﬁc pursults rendered hun, a very, nseful companmn. Aﬂ?r
about fifty miles hard rldmg, we arnved at the farm about six ip the
evenirig, :much fat.lgued The. accommodatxons we met with, ,full,yl
explamed to me the motive of His Royal Highness’s minister in en-
quiring into the state of his domain. . Having presented my officigl,
letters, I was obhged to wait until ten o'clock before the slightest,
.rpfresbment could ‘be procured ndt a.dish, of coﬂ‘ee was to be had ;
the only fare set before us was some lean beef half-bonled, oerta;nl_y
the worst I had ever tasted in Brazil. The mulatto who attended ys
engaged to have breakfast ready. by seven next. mommg, we were ip
readiness at the hour, .and. though told it was coming immediately,
we waited three hours, when just as we were ordenng out the horses
to Rio.to avoid. being famished, the repast was announced, with an
excuse.that it could not come sooner, because no mllk could be pro,:
,cured .
_ tben took a. survey Qf the estabhshment and rode over th,e
grounds. The house, I was informed, was once a convent of Jesuits, ,
who. possessed also the extensive tract of land attached to it,. which
they managed much better than their successors, if we may Judge
by the remains of their undertakings.. The edifice is neither large ,
nor grand : it is built in a quadrangular. form, with an_open court in
the centre, .and gallenes inside to the first and second floors. The
9
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apartments ate thirty-sig in namber, very smaﬂ having been adapted
to thé dse’ of the brotherhood, ard siice their departure only in a:
slight degrée altered and décorated for the feception of the Koyak
Family, as -theéir 'summer Tesidence. In'front of the house, ‘to' the
southward, extends one of the finest plains in the world, two leagues
square, watered by two rivers navigable for small craft, and bounded
by fine bold fo¢Ky ‘scenery, embellished in many" parts with noble
forest trees.’ *This plain is clothed withi the richest pasture, and sups
ports from severi to eight thousand heéad of cattle.” A considerabld
patt of it lies low, and abound$§ wnbh bogs wh:ch might easily be la1d>
dry and rendered cultivable by proper drainage. The park occupxed
in its entite extent upwards of one hundred square miles, a territory:
almost as large as some of theé late principalities of Italy, and capable,
by ‘its ' proximity and connection with the capital both by land and
water; of being rendered ‘one of the most productive and populous’
in Brazil. Under the present system of management it isina pro-
gressive state of deterioration ; two small corners, the best of .the
land, one about half a league square and the othef more than a
league square, have been’ already, through disingenuous -artifices,
sold off, and the rest may in no long time be sacrificed to men whose
cupidity stimulates them to depreciate its value, unless proper meanb‘
are used to thwart their nefarious designs. -

- 'The negroes on this estate, including all descnptlons, amount to
about fifteen hundred in number. They are in general a very excel-
lent class of men,’ tractable and gentle in their dispositions, and by’
no means deficient in intellect. Great pains have been taken to en-’
lighten them, they'are regularly instructed in the principles of the
Christian faith, and have prayers publicly read to-them morning and*
evening, at the commencement and' close of their day's labour.’
Plots of ‘ground, at their own choice, are assigned to each, and two'
days: in the week, bésides the incidental holidays, are allowed them"
to raise and cultivate produce for their own subsistence; the rest of’
their time and labour is devoted to' the service of His Highness,

’ P2
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The system of management, howeaver, is so bad, that they are halfs
starved, almost destitute of clothing, and most miserably lodged ;
their average eamings do nbt amount to 4 penny per day each. A
reform in the establishment might hive been easily. effected on the
amival of the Prince Regent, but it will now be very difficult, aw
the abuses have been tacitly sanctioned by the indifference of thoger
whose duty and interest it was to corvect them. In this extent of
fine ground scarcely an inclosure is-made; the cultivated lands are
fuill of weeds, and.the coffea-plantations are liftle better than a mere
goppice-wood, in whith the wild shrubs grow. higher than the coffee-
traes. The cattle are most deplorably neglected, and ‘there is not
upon the whole premises a horse fit for the meanest beggar to ride.
Such-was the state i which I foupd this rich and extepsive district,
which seems to have heen destined by nature for the intradugtion of
improvements that might produce, through the influence of high
example, an entire change in the agricultural system of Brazl. =~ - .
- A shart fimé after I bhad taken. up my residence at Santa Cruz the
Prince came down, and on the day suoceeding bis arrival honoured
me with a visit, after which I frequeotly rode out with His Royal
Highness. {le one day did me the honour to express a wish that &
would wndertake to govern the farm ; this proposal I begged léqve
to decline on the ground of my inability tv rénder such an ‘employ
~ compatible with my other concexsis, suggesting at the same time the

saperoy eervice 1 could render by working the iron mine. Notwitha
standing this, the Prince, on the day following, gave me a paper,
containing 2n offer.of the whole. direction of: the estate and stating
the tesms. The repetition of the propossl not a little embarrassed
‘we; Jwes avere thit, by refusing, I might probably debar nyself
‘fsom the prespect of any: future faveur, yet I anticipated enough o3
difficulty in the undestaking to make me deckine it ut all events
This dilemma occasioned. me much uneasiness, and in order to pes
move it | applied te. Sir Sidney Smith, who was then. ob & viait to
Santa Cruz; reguestipg him to ésplain ta His Royal Higlwess the
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cireomstaneds which rendered it impossible for nie to settle in Bra-
gil, and to tender him :the ‘offer of ‘my services during my:stay.
Afier,some further deliberation, however, I was induced to- acoépt
the appaintment, by way. of trial, for a few months, under the gx.
press stipulation that I should act without icontrel: On entering
vpon. =y charge I began by making such new arrangements as qps
peared conducive to the ead for which I was appointed, but I soow
petceived that instead of being principal intendant, I had a superiory
who held me accountable to him for my proceedings, and manifested
a fixed determination to thwart them, a8 inwevations' bn the
established course of things. -But this was not the only incond
venienge ; ‘it was.expected that ‘I should: purchase whatever was
wamted on my owa credit ; “but I quickly discovered, that instead of
being reimbursed,. according to agreemeiit, I was trifled with and a¢
length in part défrauded. The person-to whom I allude was one of
the. managers of the Prince’s household ; he had conecsived 4 rooted
hatred against the Edglish, and could dot bear that one of that
vation should interfere .in :a concernt over which he claimed luthox
tity, and hold a situdtion: where real servicés mightindute o tofil
parisen ridfavourable to those ‘ specious: omes ‘which he contétited:
himself with réndering. 1 will not detail the petty srtificés and
mean indirect insults which this man employed, to disgust @& with
the situation, when he found I would not submit to be his servile
drudge ; suffice it to say that, perceiving no chance of obtaining that
discretionary power, which alone could enable me to be essentially
useful, I peremptorily refused to act any longer. Alarmed at this
determination, he at first strove to overawe and then conciliate me,
but I had seen too much of his conduct to be duped by this stra-
tagem, or to suppose that any cordiality could in future subsist
between us. Imagining himself armed with Royal power, he at-
tempted to play the tyrant, but the reception he met with quickly
forced him to resume his natural character, that of a cringing syco-
phant. I did not hesitate to send in my resignation, and he had
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the mortification to find that the means he had employed to em-
barrass and enslave me, restored me to liberty.

In the letter which announced my determination to give up the
employ, I thought proper to omit stating to His Excellency Don Ro-
drigo the reasons that led me to this step,. Had that nableman been
apprised of the disagreeable circumstances in. which I was placed,
be would, I am confident, have done his utmost to remove them,
but I deemed. it beneath: me to remonstrate, seeing that while thig
man remained I was.to be considered as serving the Prince’s servant
and not the Prince.. A condition so degrading must-ever deter any’
Englishman from. undertaking to exeoute. the: excellent and en-
lightened plens which His Royal Highness's ministers have projected;
for improving the agriculture of Santa Cruz;: for who would submit
to the dictates of :an underling; whese arrogance ahd obstinacy are
continually interrupting and frustrating those plans? '

.On my return ta Rio de Janeire, the Prince sent for me, and de-
su?ed me again and again to return to Santa Cruz; I contented my-
self with a simple excuse ;: for that was not a-time, nor was I in a
place to enter into explanations. - It is well known, that a system
of intrigue prevails near His Royal Highness's person, which: often
tends . to- counteract replesentatxons on mattets of - the greatest im-
wrtance. : :

+
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Joumey thama Gallo e R
OME tune a&er my recum from Sautn sz, a arcumtauoe of
. .. & singular nature togk place, which oceasioned -me to: undertake:
a journey to. a-district called Canta Gallo, distant about forty:
ledgues. from the capital,:.and oneof the .latést..discovered: in this
part of Brapil, .Two .mgen. reported. that: they had there .found a
mine of silver, and brought:to the mint:a quantity of earthy matter
" reduced . to powder; -from. which was smelted a amall ingot:of that
metal. This report,.being officially: laid before His Excellency: Don-
Rodrigo, I was selicited, to ga to Canta Galla and'investigate the busi-
ness. on the .spot, the two. men being: ordered. fo. meet:me. there.
Befora 1 proceed to.relate:the. result of:my- inquiry, Kishall briefly
describe whatever -1, ohserved w«thy of note in the eouroeof thei?
Joumey. U Vit . gty ,,,‘s aa
‘Being . provuled mth . pmporb and;ako a sketoh of the route,
taken from a MS. map in the archives, I departed from Rio on the.
10th of April 1809, accompanied by Dr.Gardner, the gentleman
already mentioned as lecturer on chemistry at the college of St.Joa-
quim. Having to pass to the bottom of the harbour, towards the
north, we embarked in a small vessel, and being favoured with a
strong sea breeze, ran down to the entrance of the fige river Mac-
cacu, which we reached after a five hours’ sail. The wind then
dying, our boatmen took to their oars, and proceeding up the river we
reached a house called Villa Nova, where numbers of market-boats
for Rio were waiting for the land-wind and the turn of the tide.
After taking some refreshment here, we rowed onward until the river
became so narrow that the vessel frequently touched .the bank on
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each side, and the men were obliged to push her along with poles.
At day-break we reached Porto dos Caxhes, a place of great resort
from the interior, being the station where the mules discharge their
loads of produce from the many plantations in the neighbourhood.
The town consists of several poor houses, and of stores where goods
are deposited for embarkation. The stratum hereabouts is primitive
granite, covered with fine strong clay. Leaving this place, we pro-
‘teclled for some distarice and came to a large swamp, which we
ndvigated in a cahoe, with very little difficulty, and shortly after-
wards ‘urrived ‘at the village of Maccaca. It stands on a small
eminence fa e midst of a Tfine plain, watered by a considerable
stream, over Which there ate two good bridges. - Though almiost -at
the buse of the chiaim of mountains that forms ‘a barriet along the
boast, the weighbourliood affords some fine situntions; the land in
geheral comsists of & strong clay, but appears much worn out, The
cottiimander, Colonel José, to whom I introduced inyself, gave 1ne a
very polite reception, as did also the brethren of the convent, to whom
I'paid & visit. . I passed the might at the house of the Escrivano, ‘a
worthy gentleman, whose hospitality I still remember with peculiar
gratitude, because it seemed to proceed, not from a cold sense of
duty; but fromr the impulse of a warm and geperous heart.
‘On the following day, being accommodated by the colonel with a
hotse and. gurde, I proceeded along the winding. banks of the river,
which in many places present most beantifal views. Here was more
eultivated fand than I expected to'see; but the sugar-plantations,
hnd,' in general, the low pasture-grounds, are: quite neglected. We
several farms belonging to convents, which, from their appa~
rent cbndmon, and the necounts we received, do little’ more than
maintdin the negroes and incumbents.upon them. There was rarely
a iilch cow to be met with : pigs and poultry were equally scarce,
"Phe population of these. fine valleys is deplorably thin and "poor;
there was a general sickliness in the fooks of the women and childven
we met with, which may be imputed to their miserable diet and
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inactive life. I ought to state that. the nmanners of the people here
are mild and gentle we Were every where treated with civility, and
all our enquiriés were answered with the most. friendly marks of
respect and attention.

" The air, as we drew nearer the mountains, was fresh and indeed
cold. Towards evening we arrived at a farm belonging to a con«
vent of nuns in Rio de Janeiro, where we were kindly accommodated
for the night. This place is most agreeably situated, and might,
under skilful and industrious management, be rendered a paradise.
It has excellent clay; fine timber; a good fall of water, which
-forms a beautiful rivalet, and runs into a navigable river within one
hundred yards of the house; a fine extent of arable land, and a still
finer of pasture, which peculiarly qualifies ‘it for dairy farming. It
is-distant only one day’s journey from Port Caxhes, whence.there is
3 navigable communication with the metropolis. * What a scene for
an enterprising agriculturist! At- pnesent all is neglected : ‘the house,_
thé out-buildings, and other conveniences are in a state of decay,
and the people who manage the land appear, in common with tbe
animals that feed upon it, to be half famished.

. 'The next morning we proceeded eastward, and crossing the stream,
which was at least s1xty yards broad and full three feet deep, rode
along the farther margin, which is rather.more elevated, and pre-
sents a view of some fine plains, stretchmg from thence to the base.
of the  mountains. Journeying in that direction we reached the
fine plantation of Captain Ferrera, who received us very politely,
and shewed us. every attention. This place, bounded by the alpme
ridge behind it, is the extreme point to which the river Maccacu is
navigable. It is six or seven leagues from the village of that name.
~ The estate maintains about one hundred negroes, who are chiefly
employed in raising sugar, cotton, and coffee ; but to me the situa-
tion appeared much better calculated for growing grain and feeding
cattle, -as the weather is at times cold, the evenings are fre-.
4quently attended with heavy dews, and owing to the proximity of

Q
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the mountains, here. are' frequent rains, accompanied -by thunder
and lightning. Nombers of fine springs burst forth from various
‘parts of the hills, and form tivulets with falls, which, as here i
plenty of fine timber, afford every means for working machbinery.
The owner lives in opulence, and is so humane and liberal to his
people, that they seem to revere him as a father. We were much
pleased with the air of domestic comfort and contented industry,
which we observed. among them on visiting their dwellings in the
evening. Some of the negro-children were at play ; others of more
advanced age were dssisting the women to pick eotton ; and the men
were scraping and preparing mandioca.. Their cheerfulness was not
at all interrupted by our apptoach, “nor did they betray any uneasy
feeling of constraint in the presence of their superiors. In lieu of
candles, which are seldom to be met with but in the capital, they
burn oil, extracted from the bean of the palm, or from a small spe-
cies.of ground-nut, hese called meni.

About noony on the following day, horses being provided, and a
soldier appointed for our guide, we left the fazenda, acepmpanied
by its hospitable owner, Captain Ferrera, who conducted us baif a
league. on our way. The river, along which we passed in an easterly
direction, bursts through vast massés of rock with great foree, .and
. in some parts forms considerable falls. The Captain, ere we parted,
led me to a water-course, in which were found pieces of granite
covered with manganese in & botryoidal form. After crossing the
river twice, we arrived at what is called the first register, or search-
ing-house, distant about two miles from the fazenda. This station
is guarded by a corporal and a private. soldier, who are charged
with the receipt of various tolls, and are empowered to search pas-
séngeérs, in order to prevent the smuggling of gold-dost. After
shewing my passport, I took leave of Captain Ferrera, who made
me promise to pay him a longer visit on my return.

We had been warned of the badness of the roads, and were by
no means agreeably deceived in them, for we were nearly four hours
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in going the next six miles. ‘At the close of".day, after a laborious
and dangerous passage through abrupt ravines,.and along the sides
of steep hills, our guide anmoumced that we were in sight of the
second register, where it was proposed that ‘we should pass the night. -
On arriving we found it a most:miserable place, inhabited by five or
six 'soldiers under the command- of a serjéant. This good man gave
us a hearty weleome, and with the assistance of bis:comrades, cooked
us a supper of fowls, -and regaled.us with whatever else their scanty
store afforded. 'We were mot without music to our repast, for the
house is:built on the edge of .a roaningtorrent, which, bursting through
a ravine, has whshed away every thing except some huge. massés
of rock. A bit of ground, about ten yards square, is all the garden
these poor people have, and even.thisis ‘much - neglected, for the
guards here -are so often changed, that no one thinks of adding to
the comforts -and .conveniences of an abode, which others are to
enjoy. :
. At day-break, we found that our mules had strayed into a w
adjoining; but as the road was stopped, we were uiider no apprehen-
sion of-losing them, for the thickets on each side were impervious.
This occurrence gave me an opportunity of seeing -more of .these
remote regions, and certainly the imagination of Salvator Rosa him-
self never pictured so rude a solitude. On one side rose the great
barrier of mountains, which we had yet to cross, covered to their
summits with trees and underwood, without the smallest trace of
cultivation ; on the other lay the:broken country, between this ridge
and the plain, presenting the same wild features of sylvan scenery.
- The miserable hut, at which we lodged, partook of the savage cha-
racter of the neighbourhood, and seemed formed for the abode of
men cut off from all intercourse with their fellows. On our return we
were provided with a breakfast of coffee and eggs ; as to milk, there
was no possibility of procuring any; a cow would have-been eonsidered
here as an incumbrance, nor would any one of the six idle soldiers
Q2 '
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have given himself the trouble of milking her, though they all had
been dying of hunger

On resuming our journey, we entered on a road still'more steep
and rugged than that which we had passed. 'We were often obliged .
to dismount and lead our mules up almost perpendicular passes, and
along fearful declivities. Insome places, the thick foliage of the
trees, and that of the underwood, which grew higher than our heads,
sheltered us from the sun, and indeed scarcely admitted the light..
Not a bird ‘did we see, nor the trace of any living thing, except
some wild hogs \’Ve passed severa.l bare granite rocks of a gneiss-
like formation.

‘In journeying to the next station, we observed nothing worthy of
note éxcept a small saw-mill, worked by an overshot wheel, of very
clumsy consti'uctlon The frame, which contains a smgle saw of
very thick iron, moves in a perpendicular direction; at every
stroke, a boy brings the timber up, by pulling a cord attached to a
crank that moves the ‘cylinder on which it rests. How Treadily,
thought I, would the meanest Russian peasant improve this machine |.

- 'We proceeded on our way up an ascent so precipitous, that
we were obliged to walk more than ride; after two hours toiling
along the side of a granite mountain, in which we observed some
beds of fine clay, we reached the summit, from whence we saw. the
bay of Riode Janeiro, the sugar-loaf - mountain, and the city itself,
to all appearance not more than four or five leagues distant from us,
though, in reality, more than twenty. At this elevation, which we
may state to be at four or five thousand feet above the level of the
sea, the air was sharp and keen ; the thermometer stood at 58°. Con-
tinuing in a north-easterly direction, we passed two poor solitary:
farms, and entered upon a range of scenery tremendously grand,
composed of bare abrupt conical mountains, with immense water-
falls in every direction. At the close of day, we arrived at a farm-
house, called Fazenda do Moro Quemado, the manager of which

9
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reeeived us héspitably, and accommodated us for the night. The
weather was so cold, that a double supply ' of bed-clothes scarcely:
produced sufficient warmth ; in the morning the thermometer was
at 489 Fahrenheit. After the heavy dew cleared away; we took a
view of the grounds, in company with the manager; they ap-
peared well-suited for' a' grazing-farm, but the temperature of the
atmosphere is too severe for growing the common produce of the
country; particularly cotton, coffee and bananas, which are frequently
blasted. 1 was informed that some wheat has been grown here,
though the people are quite unacquainted with the European me-,
thod of farming.” Indian corn, for the feed of hogs, i8 the- staple
article. This plantation is infested by ounces, which at times prey.
upon young cattle; the manager, who is a great hunter, keeps
dogs, though of a poor race, for the express purpose of destroying
them, which is thus practised: — When the carcase of a worried ani-
mal bas been found, or when an ounce has been seen. prowling
about, the news is soon proclaimed .among the neighbours, two or
three of whom take fire arms loaded with heavy slugs, and go out
with the dogs in quest of the animal, who generally lurks in some
thicket, near the carcase he has killed, and leaves so strong a scent,
that the dogs soon find. When disturbed he retreats to his den, if
‘he has one, .the dogs never attempting to fasten on him, or even to
face him, but, on the contrary, endeavouring to get out of his way,
which is not difficult, as the ounce is heavy and slow of motion.
If he caves, the sportis at an end, and the hunters make up the
entrance ; but: he more commonly has recourse to a large tree,
which he climbs with. great facility ; here his fate is generally de-
cided, for the hunters get near enough to take a steady aim, and
seldom fail to bring him down, one of them reserving his fire to dis-
patch him, if required, after he has fallen. It generally happens,
that one or two of the dogs are killed in coming too near, for even
in his dying struggles, a single stroke of his paw proves mortal.
The skin is carried home as a trophy, and the nelghbours meet
and congratulate each other on- the occasion.
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This farm; in the-liands of &n expemnwd and skilfal agricalturist,
mighit be managed. 5o as to produce amazing returns. Itssoil is wet,
adapted to the growth, not only of Indian corn, but of wheat, batley,
potatoes, &c.-and it is so well irrigated, by numerous mountain
streams, ‘that -the pastures are always luxuriant. Here. are fine
falls of water, and ‘abundance of .excellent timber, 30 that corn-millg
mright be erected at:little more expence than what would arise from
fhé pusichiase of mill-stones. - ‘Connected - with the nun’s: farm bedow,
this establishment ' might be: rendered ‘one of tvhe most oomplebe and
advantageouc vin Brazil. . - o

‘Tieaving More Quemniado at noon, and descendmg on' the obber
side iof the ridge of' mountains, we ‘passed through an unequal traet,
formed- of hills and ravines. ‘Onward the land ‘appeared finer, and
the ' tinirber of -a-superior .growth, but there wenc few cultivated
spots, ‘and not many -houses. The first extemsive fhgenda. we
teached ,was that of Manuel José Pereira, a native of the: Azores,
who managed his agricultural .concerns much better than the other
“furmers whom we visited. We were shewn a:large field of .Indian
corn, ready for cutting ; - the 'quantity that had been sown was about
eleven fanegas, or bushels, :and the produce was estimated at fifteen
hundred ‘bushels, about oné hundred and fifty for one. This was an’
ordinary crop ; -in good years the harvest yields two hundred for-one. -
The corm," as'before stated, is.cliefly consumed in the fattening of
pigs ; the quantity requisite for this purpose is six or seven bushels
each, 'und the time, ten or twelve weeks. The curing of bacon is -
petformed- by cutting all the lean from the flitches, and sprinkling
them with-a very ‘little salt. This food bas the peculiar effect of
giving greater solidity to the fat, which of itself is not-liable to pu-
trefaction. -

Though the owner of this farm has occupied it not more than five
years, -and ‘has had only the assistance of his two sons, and six
negroes, he has brought it into a very fair state of cultivation. In
his eoffee plantation we observed five thousand trees in full beariag,
and the rest of his grounds were in.an equally prosperous conditian,

s
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His expences, indeed, are light, and the only difficulties he has had
to contend with, have been the bad roads, which are now much
amended, The example of this man, it is to be hoped, will stimu-
late the emulation of his neighbours; for it bas fully shewn the
unbounded liberality with which nature here crowns the labours of
the agriculturist. :

On our way hence to the place of our. destinat:on, we passed
through some forests of fine full-grown trees ; one which had fallen,
I had the curiosity to measure ; it was full seventy-six inches in dia-
meter, at the thick end, and above twenty-five yards in length.
Such a piece, of timber I had never before seen. Within about
three miles from Canta Gallo, we arrived at an excellent farm be-
- longing to the Senhor Tenente, or treasurer of the district, who
treated usvery hospitably, and invited us-to visit him on our return.
Our reception at Canta Gallo was highly gratifying ; the Governor,
“and all the principal inhabitants, overjoyedto see Englishmen in these
remote parts, treated us with great cordiality and friendship ; a din-
ner was provided, at which they testified to.us the great respect
they entertained for our natxon», as bemg the: gmeatalty of a Pnnce
whom they 4dored : .
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CHAP: IX

Descrzptzon of Canta Gallo.— —Of the Gold-washing of Sania Rtta
: . = dAccount of the supposed Silver-Mine. .

CANTA GALLO though 80 near the seat of govemment .was
~ pot known:until about twenty years ago. It issituated in the
midst of ‘a fine well-wopded country, abounding in springs, and.in-
tersected by narrow valleys and ravines, The bottoms, of some- of
these, ravines formerly contained gold, which was accidentally. dis-
covered by some grimperps * from Minas Geraes, in. the course of
their searches about the great river Paraiba, and the Rio Pumba.
The richness of these beds of gold, and the fertility of. the circums
jacent country, attracted numbers of adventurers, who placed them-
sejves, under the direction. of .an_shle chieftain, naimed - Mao de
Luva, on account of hjshaving lost. one hand, and his,wearing a
stuffed glove in its place. The band soon amounted to. two or three
hundred persons, wha washed every part in the nelghbourhood
worth washing, before they were discovered. Bemg very determined
men, they lived free of control, and bade defiance to the laws. It
was not until about three years after their first settlement, that tha
existing government was apprised of them ; when, alarmed at the
report of their numbers, which was doubtless exaggerated tbey sent
out spies to discover their rendezvous. 'This, after much time and
great difficulty, was effected.; the spies, in wandering through the
solitary woods and fastnesses in the neighbourhood, were attracted

% A name giveri to those persons who go about the country seeking gold-washings, and
do not give notice, or solicit a grant when they discover any.. They are considered and
treated as smugglers.




( 121 )

toward the place, by the crowing.of a cock :— hence the name of
Canta Gallo, which was.subsequently given to it. They introduced
themselves as smugglers, who wished to belong to the fraternity, and
after living there some time, found means to give information to
government, at Rio de Janeiro, who issued proclamations, offering
pardon if the whole body would surrender. This measure was inef-
fectual ; the grimperos were well provided with fire-arms, and de-
termined to defend themselves-as long as any.gold could be found.
In a year or two afterwards, the washings began to fail, and thus
the great bond of interest which united them being loosened, some
deserted the place, and the rest became less vigilant in taking mea-
sures for their defence. The government .seized this favourable
opportunity of reducing them ; a considerable force was assembled
in the vicinity, with orders to make an attack at a certain fixed day,
which was known to be celebrated by the grimperos .as a.festival in
honour of some saint. At the expected time, while they were en-
gaged at a great banqueting, and too much occupied with their
wine to think of their arms, which had been laid aside, (the flints
baying been secretly taken out,) about a hundred soldiers rushed
in among them ; -those wlio were sober enough flew to their arms, ex-
claiming, ¢ We are sold! we are betrayed | treason ! treason!” The
contest was short ; the soldiers seized the ringleaders, who were either
sent to Africa,. or imprisoned for life ; of the rest, some were taken
prisoners, others fled, but were pursued for )ears aﬂ:erwards, and a
few fell in the attack.

The Government, having thus become masters of this temtory, and
imagining it to be as richin gold as when the grimperos first settled
there, issued many injudicious regulations, oppressed the natives
beyond example, built registers in various parts, to prevent contra-
hand, and filled the whole neighbourhood with guards. The nume-
rous settlers, whom the supposed richness of the place afterwards

-attracted, soon found that the cream had been skimmed by the
smugglers, and by degrees. turned their attention to agriculture, a
8
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less precarious subsistence than mining. So little gold is at' present
found, that His Highness’s fifth scarcely pays the officers and sal-
diers appointed to receive it. .There are some situations alike fa-
vourable to mining and farming; with a small capital, a man may
here turn both pursuits te. accouat, if he can bring himself to con-
form to the customs of the place. The land 'is strong and good ; its
various inequalities present spots adapted ¢o the growth of. almost
every description of produce. In the valleys, and on the sides of
the mountains, the soil; in.some parts, consists of strong clay, but
more generally of & fine, rich, vegetable mould: : The rock, or solid
stratum, ‘which appears at various depths below it, is granite, com-
posed- of.feld-spar, hernblende, guartz, mica, and frequently gar«
bets. . When -found in .a decomposing state, it is dgnominated
pizarra. No metallic substances, except gold and oxides of iron,
appear; .the former, which is found in the interjacent bed of cas:
calhao, exists only'in graids'; F.examined a cousiderable quantity,
but could not :discover‘a 'single ‘particle in a crystallized state. '

- The country appeéars to be very poerly stocked with cattle ; no
cows are. kept for . milking, nor.is”any attention here paid to:the
production of an article of diet, 3o eseentia} to the subsistence of ‘s
poor fatmly:;: 4 few. goats: dre- kept, and thé only milk used is that
which they «yield. . The common :food of the inhabitants is as fol-
Jows ;—for breakfast, a kind of kidney beans, called feijones, boiled,
and afterwards . smixed with the: flour of Indian corn; for dinner,
feijones boiled with a little fat pork and some.cabbage leaves, and
a sort -of pudding, made by pouring the water from the pork on a
plate -of the farinha, which is eaten with the hand, and much
relished ; for isupper, some poor. vegetables, also boiled up with fat
pork. : Fowls, which are bred here in great numbers, are generally
cut to pieces.and stewed for table. Wine is' rarely used, even
among the higher ranks, but here are fryits in great abundance, par-
ticularly ‘bananas and oranges; which form. a consxderable past of
the general dies. . - : ' c :
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“Very little. sugan is:grown kere: the printipal articles of produce
sarit. to the:capital ave coch, baoen; fowls, jaracanda, or rose-wood,
sod ipecacuanhd. lo.many. parts of the neighbourhood is found a
tree,. the hark.of whith has been: successﬁxlly used as a substltute for

be quinquiha of Peru, .. v

.- In, one,of the fiequant: excumdnm I took in the nelghbourhood of
Canm Gdillo, previous.to' iny_journey to the reputed silver mine, I
obtained soine’ iiiformation respecting the half-civilized aborigines of
the district from & mqn: who'employs himself ‘in: précuring ipecacu-
anhd, and is a kipd of chief amiong them: They neside in the woods,
in a modt mibetable.condition ;- their dwellings; some of which I'saw,
are formeil of: boughs' of trees, tent so-ds tq hold: &' thatch or tiling of
palm-leaves ;;their béds are made of dry grass. Having little idea of
plan\ing: ox- tillage, they depénd. for.snbsistenoe altnost entirely .on
their bows:and. arrows, and: on'the roots and wild fruits. which they
casually. find . in:tHe woods. The ‘chief above-mentibned: brought
about: fifty. of these Indiane to: pay me:a visit, which: was not a little
gratifying to me, as it afforded ‘an dpportunity of .examining their
featiires, ani. of conversing -with: the. few.-among them' who ‘could
speak :a little of the: Portugueze language. :‘The«dress of' the men
consistéd of a-waistéoat and a pair: of drawers ; that of the women,
of n bhemise and petticoat, with a handkeichief tied round th¢ head,
after:the fashion.of the Portugueze females. :: They. bore the general
chiaracteristics -of theéir:race,:the!' ‘copper-coldured’ skin,. short. and
round visage, broad:nose, lank ‘black hair, and regular stature, in-
clining to the shost.and brdad-set.* Being.desirous to see a proof of
their skill and precision in shooting, of which I had heard much, I
placed an orange at thirty yards distance, which was pierced by an
arrow from every one who drew, his bow at it, I next pointed out a
banana-tree, about elght x_nches in. circumference, at, a distance .of
forty yards; not-a single arrow Inissed its aim, though they all shot
at'an elevated range. Interestcd by these proof§ of their archery, I
went with some of them into a wood to see.them sshoot ‘at birds ;

R 2
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though there were very few, they discovered them far more’ quickly
than I could ; and, cautiously creeping along until they weke within
bow-shot, never failed to bring down their game. The stillness and
expedition. with. which they- penetrated the thickets, and passed
through the brush-wood, were truly surprising ; nor could any;thing
have afforded me a moré: satisfactory idea of their peculiar way of
life. Their bows are;made of the tough fibrous wood of the'Iri, six
or seven feet long, and very stout; their arrows are full six feet.long;
and pear an inch in:diatmeter, pointed with a piece of cane ¢ut to a
feather edge; or:with:a'bone, but of late more frequently with iron.
They: are.loathsome in their persons; and in their habits but' one
remove from the anthropophagi; . for. they will devour almost any.
animal in the coarsest mauner, for instance, a bird unplucked, half:
roasted, with the entrails remaininig®. :They:are not of a shy:or
morose character, but have a great aversion to labour, and cannot be
brought to-submit to anyregular employment: -Rarely is an Indian
to be found serving as. a ‘domestic, or working for hire, and'to this
circumstance ‘may. be. ascribed. the low state of. agriculture. in.the
district ; 'for.as the farmers, when tliey. begin: the  world, have seldom
funds sufficient .to- purchase:negroes at Rio, their operations are.fora
long time very confined, and frequently languish for want. of hands.
What benefits would iresult to.thé state; and how' much would the
general cause:of humanity be served, if thése Indians were civilized
and domesticated { -- A 'tribe of idle and .uasettled savages:would be
converted. into useful and.  productive - lahourers ; : the whole ‘face of
tbe.dist.rict ‘would bezimproved; tl.fe: roads which at present connect

2 A Pli v

' !".re they departed, I saw an instance of that "dangerous cxcess to wbach the pas-
#lons of savagés are Hable when once excxted; for, on presenting a’ few bottles of
liquor, there 'was a general strife for themj and the pctson, man or woman, who first
obtained one, would bave drank ‘the whole of: its contents, had it not been forcibly taken-
away. It ig very unsafe to gtve them ardent spirits, for when intoxicated it is necessary to
conﬁne them If preference is glven to one, thc est.are insolent and unruly until they

obtain the same marks of favour. "~
A

-
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it with the capital would be cleared of the-thousand inconveniences
which now encumber them, and new ones* would be opened for the
more expeditious conveyance of its produce.

During my stay at Canta Gallo I undertook a }oumey to the
gold-washing at Santa Rita, distant about five leagues in a north-
east direction. - After passing the uneven country in the immediate
neighbourhood of the village, we arrived at the Rio Negro, a con-
siderable stream formed by many rivulets, which empties. itself into
the Paraiba ; on crossing it+, we entered upon a fine open country,
the fertility. of which was evident from the luxuriant growth of .the
tobacco and  other plants: .but it Jay in a:state of almost total
neglect, and the families thinly scattered upon. it appeared in the
lowest.condition.of indoleace and misery. .We procéeded a league
farther, through a tract.entirely destitute of inhabitants, and arrived:
about two in the afternoon at Santa Rita: - The proprietor of the
works received . us' very: kindly, and conducted - us - through them
while dinner was preparing. The washing is in .a. deep ravine,
bounded at one end by an abrupt-hill, and open at the other to the
plain. - The vegetable earth appeared extremely:rich, being clothed
with luxuriant verdure, and the hills on each hand.covered with trees:
of all sizes. 'The stratum of cascalb@ao, which lies under a bed of soil
four or five feet deep, is very thin.and uneven, being.ne where more
than two feet thick, and in many parts not more than seven or: eight
inches. The incumbent soilis removed'at great labour and: expence;
being dug out and carried away in bowls; and the cascalhao is con-
veyed with great care to.a convenient place for water, where it is
washed by the most expert among the miners, in a way similar te.

® I was well informed that a few hundred pounds, judiciously employed, would de-
fray the expence of making a good road from Canta Gallo to Porto dos Caxhes, which
loaded mules might travel in two days.

.+ The 'mode of crossing 3 river with horses or mules in these parts, is to tic one to
thecanoe,anddmehnmmwdwwam; the rest follow.
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that practised at the mines of Jaragua. The proportion.of gold pro-
duced' was moderate : I was informed that it paid the master at the
rate of from fourteen pence to- two ‘shillings per day for each negro,
which is-a darge profit, as the daily subsistence of one costs somewhat
less than @ penny.

- +'/Khe-sideés of the ravine towards the top were bal'e and of, dlﬁ'erent'
shades of colour, being tinged by the water which flows from. thé ve-
gotable matteér above: in the bottom, on the surface that was yet un-
worked, lay some huge, half-rounded, amorphous masses. : It the
parts: which had been worked, I observed two or three substances.of
the same kind, which being too large to be moved, :the earth. which
imibedded them had been cut away, and they appeared like detached
podulés. ‘On breaking a fragment from one of them with my:ham-
wer, 1 was much- surptised to find it a calcareous substance, a solid
suass composed of hexagonal crystals, with a small portion of brilliarit
erystals' of specular iron ore. T presented this fragment. to the pro-
prietor, informing him thdt it was limestorie, at which he was tiuly
astonished, having never before heard of stone lime* ; nor would he
believé .me until I proved it by celcination. . The mountains,. as [
afterwards found, ate of the same substancs. :

" As I stood observing the heavy operation of cutting . and wrymg,
away the surface to get.at the cascalhao, it occurred to me that much
time and labeur might be saved by arching the work with brick ;
but, on-suggesting the idea, I was infornied that the sole or bottom
was quite decompoded, and subjéct to much ‘water. :

Fhere is.reason to supposé that the stratum of limestone, below the
earth in the bottom of the valley, is of very modem formatioh, and
that, if not too thick to cut through, there might be found, between
it and the granite stratum underneath, a bed of cascalhao of pnor
formation, much richer in gold than the upper stratum

-t

* The little kme which they use hete is made of shells, and is brought from Porto dos
Caxhes, .
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After having investigated these works, we took an excursion of
seven or eight miles, chiefly over a rich plain abounding with the
finest timber. On the margins of the rivulets which we crossed, I
observed that the. nioss ‘was incrusted, somewhat like the tuffa at
Matlock ; and, on more particular examination, I found a stratum
of tuffa in all the valleys, a few inches below the surface, which, as I
conjecture, must have proceeded.fromn’ the depesition of calcareous
matter by the overflowings of the streams after heavy rains,: The
hills even at this distance were-composed of the same sparry lime-
stone as at the gold-washing. It is.much to be wished that the value
of this material were duly appreciated at the capilal, where the:qost
of the wood used.in burning shells into lime exceeds the price -at
which lime brought from Santa Rita might be delivered, if proper
roads were made 'for its conveyance from this district to Porto-dos
Caxhes.- Such an undertaking highly deserves-the attention of His
Highness’s ministers ; ' thie benefits likely to - result from it are incak
culable, and -the expence attending it would be trifling ; for in.no
part of the globe are roads made socheaply, or public works of - any
kind done on.such moderate terms, as in Brazil.

This fine- but -almost uniphabited ‘district produces spoataneously-
many valuable'articles of commerce; which run te waste-for want of
hands to cultivate and gatber them. Here'is found thut celebrated
variety of the palm-tree, ‘the long, serrated, lancet-formed leaves of
which are composed of innumerable fibres, that rival silk both in
fineness and strength. - I bought some fishing-lines made of them
for a mere trifle; and I have no doubt that, if proper means were
employed to propagate the growth of the trees, this valuable sub-
stance might be produced in as great plenty, and atas cheap a rate,
as flax is in England, ' I laid before His Highness’s ministers a pro-
Jject for using it as a substitute for that article in-the manufacture of
fine cordage, and I shewed by experiment that it was fully adequate
to the purpose. :
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We remained two days at Santa Rita and s vicinity, and on the
third, set out on our return, taking the same route by which we came.
In some parts we observed numerous flocks of birds, particularly
parrots, and a few fine wild-hens of the wood, and these were the
only objects that engaged our attention. - We reached Canta Galoé
without having met with any monstrous serpents, of ahy other un-
common sights whlch travellers usually see or fancy in a strange
country.
© After a few days’ rest, T set out, awompanied by a guide, - to the
supposed silver-mine, notice havmg previously been sent to the men
to prepare thein for my coming. We travelled for about two miles
through a deep valléy, and arrived at a rapid stream called Maclca,
which runs betweéti two almost perpendiculir'mountains df very ine
considerable height, along one of which the rodd léads for about a
mile and a half, Having passéd this gloomy and dargerous ravine,
we proceeded half a league farther, and halted at a neat farm-house
called Machada, with a pornon of'gaod and- well-cultivated land
around it, which looked like a garden in the wilderness. : The owner,
a native of the Azores, received ys very politély, and introduced us
to his lady, who, with her blooming family of dauéhters, was engaged
in needle-work on materials of their own spinning. The' neatness of
their dress, and the general air of propriety and comfort in the apaft-
ment where they sat, strongly reminded me of my country; and
when they regaled us with liquor made from the fruits of their own
farm, the image of our domestic scenes in rural life was complete:- ¥
could almost have fancied myself transported ﬁvm the rugged wllda
of Brazil to the smiling valés of England.

We left this peaceful abode ; and, advancing for six miles through
thickets and forests, and over some plain land, we reached a farm
called St. Antonio, belonging to a widow named Dona Ana, who is
poted throughout the country for making excellent butter and cheese.
The dwelling'is of two stories, and neat, but very inconvenient. The
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good. lady gave me€ a hearty tepast. of milk, and we entered into
some canversation respecting her dairy, in which I learned thdt she
knew no other' mode of making butter than that of "agitating the
cream in a jar or bottle; and her notions of cheese-making were
equally. defective.  In looking about the grounds for an hour, while
eur- mules rested, I noticed: an excellent fence, farmed by planting
a strong thorny shrub, that seemed of very rapid and luxuriant
growth. The few cows that were gragzing in the inclosures. ap-
peared to be of a superior breed, but were not managed with éither
methad or foresight. The principal produce of the farm is Indian
corn, and a little cheese ; the latter is only made occ¢asionally, when
there happens to be a sufficient supply of milk for the purpose.

We were here shewn varions samples of earthy matter, wrapped
very carefully in paper, and preserved with great secrecy, under the
names of platina, silver, &c. They pmved to be. merely small crys-
tals of brilliant iron ore, and pyrites.

,Proceeding a league over a fine country, we reached the .Rio
Grande, & stream as large as the Derwent at Derby, which' we
crassed in "8 ‘cahoe, our nules swimniing after us as usual. ‘We
passed several groupes of Aborigines, and occasionally saw many. of
their, huts and places of abode. The road now led along the bases
of some huge bold mountains of granite, from whose summits rushed
fine cascades of water. The low ground was interspersed with frag-
ments of the same rock, lying in heaps in every direction. In many
places the grass was so tall that it reached above the skirts of my.
saddle, and, the weather being wet, rendered me very uncomfort-
able. After a laborious, and lattérly a slow progress, we arrived by
sun-set at the house of Father Thomas de Nossa Senhora da Con.
cepgao, whe kindly accommodated us for the night.

The house was new, and neatly built, containing only four rooms,
with boarded fleors; a convenience very rarely to be met with in
these parts. It is absolutely encircled with. fine streams, abounding
with water-falls, which render the roads to it at all times indifferent,

(]
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and in wet weather almost.impassable. The: father, an intelligent
and industrious man, informed me that he took up that land about
four years since, that he had only one negro, and had no funds
wherewith to carry on his undertaking, except seven or eight pounds
per annum, which he gained.by. his profession as a clergymaun: ;- this
he expended in hiring those who chose to work. He shewed me-his
garden, which was full of fine coffee-trees,.and was kept in the neat~
est order; his fields :were .covered :with Indian .corn:; his live-stock
consisted -of a good milch eow, a riumber. of pigg, and one mule. Og
asking him how he disposed.of hig produce, he told me: that dealers -
came and purchased it on the spot. The whole of' the:sezmaria, or
plantation, with the stock upon it, he valued at four hundred pounds
sterling, and said that.hehad no doubt he:could obtain that price for
it. These were clear data for calculating the profits of farmiog, when
managed with prudence and industry. .Here is a man who, having
* begun with little or nothing, finds. himself, at the end of four years;
worth. four hundred pounds ; :a.soug independency-in these parts, -
and not more than his exertious and perseverance deserved. Fathet
Thomas lived move comfostably than amy. person I'had hitherto met
within the district : he was economical, but not parsimonious ; libera}
in hls sennments, frank and communicative in ‘his convereatlon, and
pohtemhlsmanners. e e i
. Here'I was met by the dnscoveters of the reputed s&lver-mme, who |
came to conduct me 1o it; : - We.set-out on foot, and, after walking
about six miles over mountains impassable for mules, fording rivulets, |
and passing thickets that left me scarcely a single article of dress in- .
torn, we arrived at the miserable hut of :these poor men ;: a. perfect
contrast to the neat dwelling of. Father Thomas. Never in-my
life was I so exhausted by fatigue; I lay down, unable to go any
further, and. rested’ for about an hour, when, being. somewhat re- *.
covered, 1 accompamed the men, along: the: edge of a beaubf(d,x
stream, to the foot of the mountain, where théy shewed me a hole
which they had dug, about two feet deep, and informed ‘me that the -
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sand ‘it contained at the bottom abounded with grains of silver.
Having ordered-a quantity to be taken out, I proceeded to examine
the base of the mountain; which I found to be of granite-like gneiss,
with garnets, and small orystals of pyrites. . - Near this ‘place the mar-
gin of the rivulet: cofitained: rounded stones and sand, ‘but no where
was there to be found any metallic substance, except the one above-
mentioned. Indeed,  the very idea of silver appearing here in dust
.or grains, as gold-does, wauld be preposterous, and: contradictory to
every principle of nature, as, in such a state, it would probably have
'been attacked by the sulphur in the pyntes, 80-as to have assumed
the: form.of a mlphuret. S
I returned in:a most weared and. exhaushed state to Father
Thomas’ s, where, after some needful repose, I proceeded to examine
the sqnd :and stones I had collected at the supposed silver-mine, but
no: particle of . metal wasto be found. I then ordered the men to
produce their samples, which 1 examined both by the blow-pipe and
by acids, but no silver appeared. After equivocating very much, they
acknowledged that they had rubbed and beaten substances to powder,
and when they found specular iron ore they thought it was silver. In
one of the samples there certainly was silver, but it-appeared to
have been filed probably from an eld buckle or spoon, or rubbed on
a stone and mixed with a pulverized substance. The farce could no
longer be carried on ¢ I charged them, in a most determined manner,
with imposture, which, after some hesitation, they confessed: an
officer who was with me would have secured them, but I restrained
him ; for, having obtained a confession, I was unwilling to bring them
to punishment, or to render them more miserable than they already
were by having them sent to the army: Perhaps that would have
been doing them a greater service. than setting them at liberty ; for
shey were too lazy to work, and ‘would, no doubt, return to their old
habits of prowling about, and subsisting on the credulity of the pub-
lic by spreading fallacious reparts about mines, precious stones, &c.
Such impositions are not uncommon in South America: I have
known instances in which copper-filings, mixed with earth and after-
8 2
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‘wards washed, have been produced s samples, in order to enhance
the value of land, or to serve some other sinister purpose: = A ‘passion
for mining is fatally prevalent among some of the lower otders of thie
‘people : by deluding them -with prospects of becoming speedily rich,
it creates in them a disgust for labour, and entails want and wretched-
ness upon them. Even among the few families of this district, ‘I
ohserved some examples of its effects ; those. who devoted them-
selves wholly to mining were in general badly clothed and worse fed,.
while those who attended to agnculture alone were well provided
with every necessary of life.

Having concluded the affair, I took leave of Father Thomas, and
returned to Canta Gallo, where I prepared my papers for a report
" respecting it, as the Condé de'Linliares had desired me. Dunngtbe
remainder of my stay I collected specimens of the different species
of wood- wlneh the nelghbourhood produces 'Ihefollow:ng isa lxst
of. them

- Venatico— excellent timber. -
Cedar — good and durable. : RN
Pereiba — hardandgood S B
'- Olzo--very solid, and of a pecullai‘ ftagran(,e ST e
~ Cabiuna. - - e
- Jaracanda — cabinet-wood vanegated, black and :yeﬂow.~
Thls is. called rose-wood in- England < but-the best sorts,
~as it appears to me, have not Intherto heen 1mpewed."
Jaracatang _ o : SR
| 'Ubatang T
R Palms—many varieties, ‘among which ‘is the:iri; befere de-
. i~ scribed. Its wood is unrivalled ‘for strength and elasticity.
' - Garfuana— the bark of whnch as ¥ was mformed aﬁ'ords a
, yellow dye.
. 'Embcy—-a creeping plant. 'I‘he stemns’ are used mstead of
. : cords, and often made into bndles : BT
. Many species of thorny trees '
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- Most of the above-named species of woods are of large growth, and
,well calcufated for ship-building. It is remarkable’ tbat thls district
. produces none of the dye-wood called Brazil wood. vy
- Here are mnumerab]e fruit-trees and shrubs: wfnch L Bave ormtted
to particularize, . Tobacco is cultwated in somé parts, and is anays
.manufaclured into roll by uniting the leaves with each other, and
. twisting them with a winch. By this operatlon the juiceis ex‘pressed

_and, aftér a:short exposure to the atmosphere, the colour of the to-

bacco changes from green to black. .

" Of wild animals; ounces are the most common they are met w:th

- of 'various*colours, some black and brown-red. Tapn's or ‘antas.are

. not unfrequent, bat I saw only the footstepe of some of them. ‘Wild
‘hogs-breed here in great, numbers, and also long-bearded moukeys»
the latter, when asleep, snore so loud: as to astonish the: traveller.
The ‘most formidable reptiles are the oorral snake, the sutrocuco,
the surrocuco-tinga, and the Jararaca, all said to be’ mortally venos
tous, ‘nene of which I ever saw on the Journey, except a small bne
of the former species. ~ - ) SR

The prevailing' method of elearmg and cultxvatmg the land 'here,

is precnsely sitnilar - to that practised in.' the: aeighbourhood: of
‘St.Paiil’s. ' ‘After the timber and underwood. have been. cut.:dows
‘and burnt’ (often very-imperfectly), the women negroes’ dibble: the
“seed ; in abouit six weeks a slight weedmg is performed, and then the .
- ‘ground is ‘let: alone: till- harvpst ‘The seed-time begins .in October
and lasts to November .the ‘maize is ripe in: four :op five. montha.
The next year they commonly sow- beans on the corn land,: which
they then let ki€,  and proceed to clear new ground. It is nat com-
" mon to molest the land from which they have had two crops in suc-
.- cession, before elght or ten years have elapsed.
. 'The stx@r-ccme and mandioca require frony fourteen to eigliteen
months.  Coffee p]anted by shoots bears fruit i in two years, and is
. 1in,pexfection .in, ﬁvc or. sjx years. Cottons and palma chnstl, raised
from seed, bear the ﬁrsL year. .

Transplanting ‘is only. pra.ctued w:th tobaceo angl‘afung is little
known and rarely attempted.
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The Indian corn is ground by a horizontal water-wheel, which
acquires great ‘velocity from the rush of water upon it. On the
upper end is fixed the mill-stone, which makes from fifty to sixty
revolutions in a minute. They have likewise a mode of pounding
the corn into flour, by a machine called a sloth. - Near a current of
water. a large wooden mortar is placed, the pestle of which is mor-
tised into the end of a lever twenty-five or thirty feet long, resting
upon a fulcrum at five-eights of its length. The extremity of the
shorter arm of this beam is scooped out, so as to receive a sufficient
weight.of water to raise the other end, to which appends the pestle,
and to discharge itself when it has sunk to a given point. The
alternate emptying and filling of this cavity cause the elevation and
fall of the pestle, 'which take place about four times per minute.
This coatrivance surpasses all others -in simplicity, and in a place
where the waste of water is. of no consequence it completely answers
its:purpose. . '’

Having finished my. aﬂ'mrs at Canta Gallo, I setout on my retum '
to the capital, accompanied for about a league of the road by the
worthy governor,” the captain, the treasurer, and almost all the in-
habitants. Duringa residence of about fifteen days among these
excéllent' men, my:table had been sumptuously supplied: without
‘cost,'and I had been treated with a degree of respect far exceeding
my ‘expectations or merits. I took leave of them with regret, wishing
‘most sincerely that it. might be in my power to be of service to them
at court,” by making representations-in their favour,

..il-arrived at Moro Quemado at mght, after a journey -of thirtys
four miles®*, and on the next day, in good time, reached the house

.. .%'In one gart.of the road we paseed a nest of insects (called mirabunde) which ave ex-
tramely troublesome -to cattle, and cause the mules to be very violent and unruly. ~ They
attaek with great penmactty, and pursuc toa conslderdble distance ; we took a devious route
‘to get rid of them, but I was followed by somé which stung me as painfully as an‘imitated
wasp could have done. There is a singular varicty of them having a homy poinml pro-
bescis, whh’wlnohdﬂypimemoubenlymd@vemlenbkpaih IR

AR PR IR I
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of my worthy. friend Captain Ferrera. Being .now less pressed for

time, I took a more leisurely survey of his establishment, particularly

of 'his sugar-work and distillery, both which are very ill conducted.

When I ‘saw the furnaces for heating the coppers in. the latter, I

freely told the Captain,. that they could not have been constructed

on a worse plan, but I received for answer, that no better was.
known. It would indeed be extremely difficult to introduce imprgves
ments into this or any other parts of the distillery, -for every thingis .
left to the management of the negroes. When 1 asked.any question

concerning the process, the owner professed his igorance of it,. and

sent for one of the African foremen to answer me. . With this man

I reasoned respecting the excessive quanmy of fuel consumed to no

purpose, and proposed a method for saving it, as well ‘as: for. core

recting the disagreeable taste of the rum, caused by.the empyreuma,

which was, to re-distil it with an equal quantity of water, taking

care previously to clean out the still; but he only laughed. at:me,

and sigpified that his certainly must be the best methed, for he had .
learned it of an old sugar-maker ‘'Thus it is, that from the ins .
difference of the owners. to their own interest, things are suffered to -
go on in the same routine, being left to the direction of men.who
shrink from a temporary increase of labour, even when it promises
them a lasting advantage. This aversion to improvement I.have .
often observed among the inhabitants of Braail ;- when, for instance,
I have questioned a brick-maker, a sugar-maker, a soap-boﬂer,;or
even a miner, his reasons for conducting his concerns in such an
imperfect manner, I have been almost mvauably refemd to.a’ negro
for answers to my interrogatories. -

Some parts of this-estate-are said to contain gotd, and at the t.une '
of my visit, Captain Ferrera was negotiating for permission from
Government to work them. I presented to him a drawing of a plan
for washing:the cascalbao in a manner superior to that commonly
practised, and explained to him the use of grinding or stamping
those concrete masses frequently found in it, which generally con-
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'~ tain ‘particles of gold, but being too hard to be crushed by the hand,
are thrown aside among the debris.
. In this fazenda, as in most others, the conveniences for storing
the produce are so very poor and imperfect that the weevil soon
gets into the corn, and the cotton, coffee, and other produce are
hable to be deteriorated in a thousand ways. The stabling too is
bad, and the cattle are deplorably neglected ; indeed the. only part
of the live stock that seems to be tolerably well attended .to, is the
swine. In the dwelling-house I observed a total inattention to do-
mestic comfort ; its general appearance confirmed a remark which
I had often .heard made, that the owners of estates here dislike to
live upon them, and considering their residence as only. temporary,
make shift with: poor accommodations. .
. The tract of land.belonging to the farm is full two miles square,
and .though still susceptible of great improvement, has not beea
wholly neglected ; the parts already cleared have produced many
valuable crops, and the rest will no doubt in a few years be brought
to an equally promising state of . cultivation.
 * Having staid two days with Captain Ferrera, I set out on the
morning of the third for Porto dos Caxhes, where I arrived at two
o'clock, after a journey of thirty miles, and was delayed some
time, as the river was crowded with vessels, laden with ship-timber,
for the capital. As:soen. as the navigation became sufficiently open,
I:embarked in a large boat, of about ten tons burthen, and rowing
all night to the mouth of the river, sailed with a land wind, and
arrived at Rio de Janeiro about noon. My first care was to inform
His Excellency the Minister of my return, after which I employed
two days in drawing up my journal for his inspection, . He received
it in the handsomest mauner, and laid it before His Royal Highness,
who was pleased to signify, that my description of the country,
through which I had travelled, merited his approbation.
. ' 9
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CHAP. X.

Permission: obtained ‘to visit the Diamond Mines.— Account of a
- pretended Diamond pﬂamtcd to the Prince chmt — Joumey to
Villa Rica.

AFI‘ER /I had thoroughly recovened from the fatagues of my late
. journey, I solicited His Royal Highness.for, permission to go
and explore the diamond mines of Serra do Frio. . This favour had
never as yet been granted to a foreigner, nor had any Portuguese -
been permitted - to visiti the district where - the works are situated,
excaps on - business. relativé 40 them, -and even then; under restrics
tiotis :‘whioh  rendered it impossible to ‘acquire the means of giving an
adequate description -of them ‘to .the public. Through the kind
mediation' of the Condé de Linbares, -the permission was granted,
and my ' passponts -dnd letters " of . recommendadtion -were speedily
made out. . Liord Strangford used his:influenee: to farther my under-
taking, aad it was through his goodness in recommending me that I
obtained admission to.the archives, for the purpose of examining
4ll the maduscript maps, and of copying from any of them what-
ever miglit:be. necessary to guide me'in my route, It may here be
propenr: to: bbsesve,' that the iost -eligible mode of travelling in the
suterior of Brazil, .especially on sach an excursion as I had under-
taken, is to procure orders from the government, ahd an escort of
soldiers, who have a_.fright, under such orders, to require proper
relays of mules from : all. persons :who reside on or near the road.
The Condé de Linhares intimated to me, that I 'might select any
two seldiers..] thought proper, .and while I was deliberating on
the choice, a singular occusrence took place, which was the means
of ftunishing me with. two:men of -the corps.‘of' miners, who' were
T
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appointed to attend me, under an ifjunction on the part of His
Excellency that their future promotion would depend entirely on the
report which I should give of their conduct after my return. I am
happy to say that their services merited every commendation.

The occurrence to which I allude was this:— A free negro of Villa
do Principe, aboeut nine hundred miles distant, had the.assurance
to write a letter to the Prince Regent, announcing that he poseessed -
an amazingly large diamond which he had received from a deceased
friend some years ago, and which he begged he might have the
honour to present. to His Royal Highmwess in person. As the mag-
pitude which this poor fellow ascribed to his diamond was such as to
faise imagination to. its highest pitch, an order was immediately
dispatched to the commander of Villa do Principe, to send him
forthwith to Rio.de Janeiro, he was-accommodated with a convey-
ance and escorted by two soldiers.. As he passed along the road, all
who had beard the zeport hailed him as already honoured with s
crass of the order.of St. Bento, and a8 sure. of being rewarded with
the pay of a:general of brigade. The soldiers alsb-anticipated great
promotion ; and all persons enried the fortunate negro. At length,
after 3 journey. which, occupied about twenty-eight days, he arnived
at the capital, .-and, was straightway conveyed to the palace. .'His
happiness was now about to be consummated, in a few moments the
hopes which he had for. so many. years indulged would:be realized,
and, .he shonld be exalted from.a low and.obscure condition to a
state of affluence and distinction ; such no doibt were the thoughts
which agitated him during the. moments of suspence. At length he
was admitted into the presence; he threw himself at the Prince’s
feet,.and delivered his wonderful gem ; His Highness was astonished
at its magnitude ; a pause ensued ; the attendants waited to hear
“the. Prince’s opinion, and what be .said they seconded. A round
diamond nearly a pound .in weight filled them all ‘with wonder;
soine ready calculators reckoned the millions it - was worth; others
found it difficult to numerate. the sum at which it would be valued,
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buit the general, apiniex. of :His. Highness's servants was, that the
tréasury: was.imhany millions of crowns the richer. - The noise which
this. occurrence créated among the higher circles may be easily con-
teived ; the general topi¢ of remark and wounder was the negro’s
offering. . It wasehewn to the ministers, among whom an apprehen-
sion; and even a doubt, was expressed that a substance so large and
round might not prove a real dismond ; they, however, sent it to the
treasury under a guard and lt was lodged in the deposit of ‘the
jewel-room. .- . ,

.On the'next ddy,’ the:Condé de Lmhares sent for me, and. related
all the' circumstances which had come to his knowledge respecting
this:famous jewel, addiag, ih ‘a'low tone of voice, that he had ‘his
doubts about its proving & genuine diamond.: His Excellency directed
me to attend at his'office in a few hours, when letters from himself and
the other ministers to the Treasury should be given me *, for permis+
sion to see this invdlpable'gem, in order to determine .what it really
was.  Readily acoepting a charge of so'interesting a nature, I.pre-
pared myself, and attended at the hour appointed, ‘when I received
the letters, which 1 presented at the Treasiiry to an officer in waiting.
I was led . through several apartments, in which. much business
seemed to be transacting, to the grand chamber, where: presided the
treasurer; attended by his secretaries. Having my letters in his hand,
he entered into some conversation with me relative to the subject;
¥ was then: shewn through other grand apartments hung-with scarlet
and gold, and ornamented with figures us large as life, representing
justice holding the balance. In the inner room, to which we were .
conducted, there were several strong chests with three locks each,
the keys of which were kept by three different officers, who were all
required'-to be present at the‘ opening. . One of these ohesls being

“~

* No person can be permitted to see the diamonds in the Tmury w:thout a )omt order

feom the ministers to that effect.
T 2
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. unlocked, - an elegant little cabinet was taken out, from which the
treasurer. took.the .gein; - and in'great form presented it to-me: - Itz
value sunk at the first sight, for before I touched it I was convinced
that it was a rounded piece of crystal. It was about an inch:and
a half.in diameter. - On examining it, I told the governar it was.not
a diamond, -and te .convince him ‘I took ‘a diamond of five: or six
carats und with: it cut a very deep-nick in the stone; ; This was ‘proof

" positive ; a certificate was accordingly made out, stating, that:it was
an inferior substance of little or no value, which I signed.: o
.. (Ofher boxes werve now.unlocked, from one, of which. they shewed
me two -large sldbs of diamond; ea¢h 4 fulllinch on the', superfiniés,
and 'about: the eighth of \arr.inch-in :thickness, :of. a.'very. bad brown
colour. ‘When. found, they formed : one entire piece, which, - being
amorphous, :wds -not known to. bé a' diamond, uitil the adminis-
trator-or.chief of the working. party, after keéping it:by him ‘many
days, bad reconise to'the old experiment. 'of iplacing it on a:hard

‘stone.and striking it with'a'hammer. The result of -this expériment
is, that if the substance resist. the blow, or separate in laminee, it
must be a.diamond; the :latter ivas the case in thé predent instahee;
and the. man having thus made two. dnamonde from one, tx‘ansunbted
them to the intendant.’ .- .~ ..

. The:-river Abaité, from whence these pleces came, bas produced
one of:-an: octaédral: form; which weighs seven-eights of .an ounce
Troy,-and is perhaps: the largest diamond in the-world: It was found
about twelve years:ago by three men who ‘were under sentencé of
banisbment for high crimes ; but on presenting this valuable gem to
the then Viceroy, they were pardoned and rewarded.. It is now n
the private passession of the Prince Régent.

- I was-afterwards fuvoured with a sight of the remaining' dlamonds

Jn. the Treasury ; they appeared to be in quantity about four g
five thousand carats. The largest did not generally exceed eight
carats, except omne of a fine octaédral form, full seventeen. Amobg

- 9
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the few coloured diamonds, one of the smallest was a beautiful pink;
ope a fine blue, and several of a green tmge the yellow were the
most common and least esteemed. - .

Having now finished my business, I took my leave of the treasurer,

with thanks for bis pelite attention, and on my return home wrote
a letter to the Condé de Linhares, stating the resultof my visit. It
WAS Do agreeable task for a stranger to have to announce that a
substance which had béen considered as an inestimable addition to
the treasyres of the state, was in reality, though singular in its'aps
pearance, of very trifling value, and this too in a letter which was
to be, laid before the Prince. His. Highness, however, 'was prepared
for the intelligence, and was too noble-minded to manifest any
chagrin at the disappointment. The. poor negro who bad presented

. it was of course deeply afflicted by this unwelcome news ; instead of
being accompanied home by an escort, be had to find his way thither
as he could, and would, no doubt,; have to encounter the ridicule

_and contempt of those who had of’ late congratulated hun on lm
good fortune: -

When I bad nearly canpleted my preparahonb for the j Journey,
Mr. Goodall, a most. respectable merchant, expressed a desite to
accompany me .to Villa Rica, which I readily acceded to, as ‘he
was a most- agreeable companion. Lord Strangford having pro-
cured him passports from tlie ministers, he was enabled to join me
without delay. On the 17th of August 1809, we set out on a
journey which no Englishman had ever before undertaken, nor had
any ever yet-been permitted to pass the barrier of alpine mountains
that stretch along the coast.

Having embarked in a large market-boat with our retume, whxch
_consisted of the two soldiers before-mentioned, and my servant, a
st trusty negro-boy, we made sail at mid-day with a sea-breeze,
- and run down the bay about six leagues, where we passed the island
of Governador and various others, one of which was the beautiful
Cocoa~nut island. Proceeding along the strait, formed by it and
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another of similar extent, we crossed a fine open bay, and arrived
at the mouth of the Moremim, a picturesque river-which presents
in its serpentine course a great variety of beautiful scenery. It was
now sun-set; the weather was mild and serene, and we paused
awhile to enjoy oune of the finest rural prospects which we had ever
seen in Bragil — a fine romantic fore-ground, enriched by the vivid
foliage of the woods on the banks of the stream, and contrasbed by .
the bold outline of the mountains in the distance, among which we
noticed that singular chain of perpendicular rocks, called the Organ-
pipe mountains, from their resemblance in. form and position to the
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