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"To w1is GRACE
HE N R_Y,
DUKE OF BEAUFORT.

"MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR GRACP,

g:g'l" has been long obje&ed to
the modern method of edu-
cation, that fo great and va-
luable a part of youth is fpent a-
midft the ruins of idolatry; whence
an early taint and corruption, (hard
to be got over) both in principles
and morals, has fometimes enfued.
Indeed the heathen theology is fo
interwoven with the writings of
- the antients, and makes fo large a
part of claffical learning efpecmlly,
as to be utterly infeparable from it.
He, therefore, who fhall effectual-
A2 . A



iv DEDICATION.

lydiveftit of the marvellous, leaving
it!rational and accountable, and; at
the “fame time, make the whole
{ubfervient to the caufe-of virtue
and true_ religion, will be allowed.
to-have rendered an acceptable fcr—
vice to mankmd :

Such was the attempt of the in-
genious author of this work. It muft
be admitted, that he has in great
part fucceeded. Had helived to re+
vife it carefully, and to prepare it
for another edition, all foreign affif-- .
tance had probably been needlefs.
As it-is, what {eemed wanting, or
the effe&t of inadvertency and error,
I have endeavoured to. (upply and‘
amend - , ST

Having thus done»wha't I cou]d‘
for this adopted oﬂ'spring, it is time
that I recommend it to a better and

- more
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‘more able benefactor, whofe fur-.
ther fupport may be of ufe towards:
its fettlement in the world. And
my acquaintance with the goodnefs
of your Grace’s {pirit on many oc--
cafions, leaves me no room to
doubt, that you will take this or-
phan al{o into your protection.

- Indebted to your Grace’s illuf~
ttious, houfe for-all that I am, : thi-
ther -every grateful confideration is’
wont to direct my views and affec-
tions. An apprehenﬁon which then
firuck me, that fuch a performance
mvight: be particularly ferviceable to
your Grace, firft inclined me to
liften to the overtures which were
made for preparing another and
more complete edition of thiswork;
againft which my little lcxfure, from
other i important avocatlons, had elfe

determined .me. When, therefore,
' A 3. I fac
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1 fat down to examine the contents
of it, and faw evidently the gene-
ral ufefulnefs of the defign, I could
with-hold no longer the little affif- -
tance which I was capable of giv-

ing. Your Grace’s name will bring
it to the public teft. If then it {hall
appear in fome fort to anfwer the
intent, and be poffeffed of intrinfic
worth enough- to fave it, ‘I fhall
find my great and leading expec-
tation anfwered in the fame degree;
which was, that it might be im-
proved into fomething - agreeable
and ufeful to your Gracej an end,

which will “ever prmc1pally com-
~mand the attention of,

LIS

- May it pleal‘c you: GRACE,
" Your Grace’ s mo& dutnful

R Aud dcvoted humblc Servant,

WILLIAM, COOKE.
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.0:confift of materials colle@ed from other authors,
., -Do.expence, . na Jabour has been fpared ; the moft

8T ¥ E have here no dcﬁgn to raife the re-
_ g.w putation of this work, by depreciating
the many others that have already been

. publifhed on this fubject; it is fufficient for us to

-fay, that we. have followed a plan entirely new,

and, at the fame time, fuch an one as appeared
" to-us much more ufeful, more rational, and lefs
- dry than any that has gone before it

““"As all works of this kind muft neceffarily

- celebrated works on this fubjet have been con-
fulted and compared with each other, and it has
frequently happened, that fratteied hints, widel
difperfed, have ferved 1o clear up the: moft dit-
ficult and intricate meanings, to a degree of de-
monftration; but amongft all the authors to
which we have had recourfe, we:muft here par-
ticularly acknowledge the great advantage we
have received from that ingenious gentleman the
Abbe Pluche, in, hjs hiftory of the heavens.

- Bug 'as that learned and valuable writer feetns

nov
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now and then to have carried matters a little too
far, the reader will find lefs ufe made of him,
than in the firlt edition. We have been care-
ful to allow all things to evidence and reafon
but as little as might be to conjetture. Wehave
alfo received fome ufeful hints from the Abbe
Banier’s mythology. But it behoves us efpe-
cially, to acknowledge the great fervice which
we have received from the writings of the learned -
Bochart, Pignorius, Cafalius, Kircher; Lipfius,
Montfaucon, and others, who have profefied to
treat of the Phcenician, Egyptian, Greek and
Roman antiquiiies. :

Some acquaintance with the heathen gods and
the andent fables, is a neceflary branch of polite
learning, as without this it is impoflible to obtain
a-competent knowledge of the claffics, impoffible
to form a judgment of antique medals, ftatues
or paintings 3 or even to underftand the perfore .
" mances of the moderns in thefe polite arts.

‘Hence thefe ftudies have been generally ef-
teemed neceflary for the improvement of youth 3
but in works of this kind, fufficient care has not
been taken to unfold the origin of the heathen
gods, which has generally been miftaken. Scme
imagining that they had been kings and princes ;
o:hers, that they were the various parts of nature ;
and others, that they weére the patriarchs and
heroes of the Jewith nation. But cach of thefe
have been found equally contrary to truth, when
applied to the Pagan theology, though fomﬁ of

‘ their
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their fables have been embellithed with many
circumftances related in the Mofaic hiftory. In
works of -this kind, no care has hitherto been
taken to give the leaft intimation of abundance
of circumftances neceffary to be known; and a
perfon reads the hiftory of the gods without
fiading any thing added, that can help him to
unravel the myfteries he meets with'in every page,
or to entertain.the leaft idea of the religion of
their-worfhipers. : L

The Greeks were entirely ignorant ‘as to the
origin of their gods, and incapable of tranfmit-
ting their hiftory to pofterity. Herodotus in-
forms us, that the gods of the Greeks were ori-
ginally brought from Egypt and Phcenicia, where
they -had \been the. .objeéts of religious worfhip
before - any colonies from thefe countries fettled
in Greece. ‘We ought thea to fearch in Egypt
and Pheenicia: for the origin of the gods; for
the gods whefe worlhip was chiefly promoted by
the Egyptians, and carried by the® Phaenicians
oves all the-coafts of the world then known.
The firk Egyptians, unacquatated with letters, -
gave all-the informations to the peop'e,-all: the
rules, nf-their condud, by ere@ing figures, eafily .
underftood, :and which ferved as rules and orders
neceffary fa regulate their behaviour, and as ad- .
verg{gments .10 provide for their-own. fafety. - A.
very few fgures deverfified by what. they held in
their handsy or carried on their heads, were fuf- -
ficient for this purpofe. Thefe were ingenious
contrivances, and fuch as were abfolutely necel-,

el
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fary in a country, where the leaft miftake in point
of time was fufficient to ruin all their affairs.

But thefe Egyptian fymbols, giving way to the
eafy method of reaping inftrution from the ufe
of Jetters, which were afterwards introduced, foon:
became obfolete, and the memory of fome par-
ticular virtues ftill remaining, they were revered.
as the images or reprefentations of fuperior and.
friendly beings, who had frequendy delivered
them from impending dangers, and foon were
worfhiped as the gods of their fathers. Their
hiftories were wrote in verfe, and embellifhed
with fi¢tions founded on antient traditions. The
~priefts of different countries increafed the delu-
fion; they had read the Mofaic hiftory, or, at
leaft, had heard that the fons of God had con-
verfation with the daughters ef men, and from.
hence, influenced by luft or avarice, cloaked:
their own debaucheries, and fometimes thofe of"
princes and great men, under thofe of a god ;.
and the poets,  whenever a princefs failed in point
of modefty, had recourfe to the fame method,
in order to fhelter her reputation from vulgar
eenfure. By this means the deities in after times
were faid to live in various countries, and even
- in far diftant ages. Thus there became three
~ hundred Jupiters, an opinion derived from there
being a number of places in which, in different
ages, Jupiter was faid to have lived, reigned, and
- performed fome extraordinary ations, which an-
tient fables, the fitions ot the poets, and the
artifices of the priefts had rendered famous. But

» S notwith.
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notwithftanding all thefe fables, Jupiter was al-
ways acknowledged by the wifeft heathens to be
impeccable, immortal, the author of life, the uni-
verfal creator, and the fountain of goodnefs.

" ‘This fcheme is here carried on and explained
with refpect to each heathen deity, and added to
the common hiftories and fables of the gods and

goddefles.”

" “In the thort Differtation on the Theology of
the Antients, we have fhewn the rife of idojatry,
and its cohnexion with the antient fymbols. We
have thete exhibited the fentiments of the Pagans
with régard to the unity of the deity, and the
'ﬁgrféé}i@ns they afcribe to him, from the con-
curtent teftimony of the philofophers in various
ages, amongft the Egyptians, Greeks and Ro-
mans. And the whole is concluded with a fhort
account of the progrefs of idolatry.

" 11 the Differtation on the Mythology of the
‘Antients, we have endeavoured to account for the
fife of 4 variety of fables from the licence of poe-
try, embellithing the common incidents of life,
by perfonating inanimate beings, introducing fic-
titious characters, and fupernatural agents. We
have . given the hiftory of the creation of the
world, the ftate of innocence, the fall of man,
the univerfal deluge, &c. according to the tra-
. ditions of different nations, and the opinions of
the poets and moft eminent philofophers, and
compared them with the account given by Mofels.'
‘ a
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In fhort, we have here given a view of their re-
ligious, as well as moral fentiments.

To the whole is added, by way of Appendix,
- a rational account of the various fuperftitious ob-
fervances of aftrology, and the manner by which

influences and powers became afcribed to the

figns and planets; of prodigies, auguries, the
aufpices and oracles; of altars, facred groves, and
facrifices ; of priefts and temples, &c. In which
the origin of each is poirited out, and the whole
ipterfperfed with fuch moral refle@ions, as have

a tendency to preferve the minds of youth from'

the infection of fuperftitious follies, and to give
them fuch fundamental principles, as may be of
the greateft fervice in helping them to form juft
ideas of the manners, principles, and conduct of
the heathen nations.

THE
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T HE

THEOLOGY and HISTORY
OF THE

HEATHENS,

ExpLAINED .and ILLUSTRATED.

CHAP I
Of CHaos.

F?,“x?ESIOD, the firft author of the fabulous
X 7 (yftem of the ereation, bLegins his genealogy
X 7 of the gods with Chaos. Incapable of con-
e 537 o ceiving how fomething could be produced
from vothing, he afferted the eternity of matter, and
imagined to himfelf a confuled mais lying in the womb
of nature, which contained the principlis of all beings,
and which afterwards rifing by degrees into order and
harmony, at length produced the ueciverfe. Thus the
Hea-hen poets endeavoured to account for the origin
of the world ; of which they knew fo little, that it is
no wonder they difguifed rather than illuftrared the -
fubje@ in their writings. We find Virgil reprefenting .
Chaos as one of the infernal deities, and Ovid, ar his
firft fetting out in the Metamorphofis, or transforma-
tion of the Gods, giving a very poetical pi@ure of that
diforderly ftate in which all the eluments lay blended

B - without



2 FABULOUS HISTORY OF

withofit order or diftinction. It is eafy to fee, under
all this confufion and perplexity, the remains of truth :
the antient tradition of the creation being obfcured with
a multiplicity of images. and allegories, became an in-
exhauftible fund for filtion to improve upon, and fwelled
the heathen theology into an unmeafurable compafs;
fo that, in this fenfe, Chaos may indeed be propeily ftiled
the father of the gods.

Though it does not feem eafy to give a p'&ure, or
graphical reprefentation of Chaos, a modern painter (1)
has been fo bold to attempt it. Beyond the clouds,
which éompofe the body of his piece, he has repre-
fented an immenfe abyfs of darknefs, and in the clouds
an odd medley of water, earth, fire, fmoke, winds, &c.
But he has unluckily thrown the figns of the Zodiac
into his work, and thereby fpoiled his whole defign.

Our great Milton in. a noble and mafterly manner
has painted” the flate in which matter lay before the

greation,

On btafv’al} ground they flood, and from the fhore
They wiew'd the vaft unmeafurable aty/s
Outrageous as 4 fea, dark, wafteful, wild,
Up from the bottom turn’d by furious winds
And furging wawves, as mountains, to affault
Heav'ns beight, and with the center mix the pole.
Book VII. I 215.

CHAP IL
Of Cx=Lus and TErRA,

NZLUS, or Uranus, as he was called by the Greeks,

is faid to be the offspring of Gaia or Terra. This
goddefs had given him birth, that fhe might be fur-
rounded and covered by him, and that he might afford

(1) The painter'’s name was Abraham Diepenbeke. He was
born at Bois le Duc, and for fome time ftudied under Peter Paul
Rpbens. M. Meyfens, in his book entitled D¢ Images de Paintres,
gives him the charatter of a great artift, efpecially in painting on
glafs. The piece abovementioned has . been confidered by moft
people as a very ingenious jumble, and *tis plain the painter him-
{elf was fond of it; for he wrote his name in the mafs to complete

‘the tonfufion.
o a manfion



THE HEATHEN GODS, 3

2 maanfion for the gods. She next bore Ourea, or the
mountains, the refidence of the wood-nymphs;  and,
laftly, fhe became the mother of Pelagus, or the ocean,
After this fhe married her fon Uranus, and had by him
a numerous offspring, among whom were Oceanus,
Czus, Creus, Hyperion, Japhet, Theia, Rhea, The-
mis, Moemofyne, Pheebe, Tethys, Saturn, the three
cyclops, viz. Brontes,’ Steropes, and Arges; and the
giants Cottes, Gyges, and Briareus. Terra, however,
was not fo ,ftrilly beumd by her corjugal vow, for by
Tartarus fhe had Typhseus, or T'yphon, the great enemy
of Jupiter. Caelus baving, for fome offence, impriforied
the cyclops, his wife, to revenge herfelf, incited her fon
Saturn, who by her affiftance took the opportunity to
caftrate his father with an infkrumeat the furnithed him
with., The blood of the wouad produced the three fu-
ries, the giants and the wood-nymphs. The genital
parts, which felt into the fea, impregnating the waters,
tormed Venus, the moft potent, and charming of the
goddefles, ’

According to Lafantius, Czlus was an ambitious
and mighty prince, who, affe@ting grandeur, called him-
felf the fon of 1he foy, which title his fon. Satura -alfa
affumed in his turn.  But D:iodorus makes Uranus the
firft monarch of the Atlantides, a nation inhabiting the
weftern coaft of Africa, and famous for commerce and
hofpitality. From his fkill in aftronomy, the farry
beavens were called by his name, and for his equity and
beneficence he was denominated king of the uniowerfe.
Nor was his queen Titea lefs efteemed for her wifdom
and goodnefs, which after her death procured her the
bonour of being deified by the name of Terra. Sheis
réprefented in the fame manner as Vefta, of whom we
fhall have occafion to fpeak more particularly, -

"CHAP., IL

"y . Of Hyerrion aud THEIA..

HEILA, or Bafilea, fucceeded her parents, Czx'us

and: Ferra, in -the throne: fhe was remarkable for

modefty: jand (chaftivy ;: bat, being defirous of heirs,
B2

her
P fhe



4 FABULOUS HISTORY OF

the married Hyperion her brother, to whom fhe bore
Helios and Selene (the fun and meoon), as alfo a fecond
daughter, called Aurora (or the morning) ; but-the bro-
thers of Theia confpiring againft her hufband, caufed
him to be affaflinated, and drowned her fon Helios in
the river Eridanus (2). Selene, who was extremely fond
of her brother, on hearing his fate, precipitated herfelf
from a high tower, They were both raifed to the fkies,
and Theia, after wandering diftralled, at laft difappeared
in a ftorm of thunder and lightening. After her death
the confpirators divided the kingdom,

Hiftorians fay, that Hyperion was a famous aftrono-
mer, who, on account of his difcovering the motions
of the celeftial bodies, and particularly the two' great
luminaries of Heaven, was called the father of thofe
planets.

CHAP. 1V.
Of Oceaxus and Teruys,

“FHIS deity was one of the eldeft fons of Czlus

and Terra, and married his fifler Tethys, befides
whom Be had feveral other wives. Each of them pof.
fefled an hundred woods and as mary rivers. By
Tethys he had Ephyre, who was marched to Epime-
theus, and Pleione the wife of Atlas. He had feveral
other daughters and fons, whofe names it would be
endlefs to enumerate, and indeed they are only thofe of
" the principal 1ivers of the world.

Two of the wives of Oceanus were Pamphyloge and
Parthenope, By the fitft he had two daughters, Afia
and Lybia; and by the laft, two more called Luropa
and Thracia, who gave their names to the countries fo
denominated. He had alfo a danghter, called Cephyia,
who educated Neptune, and three fons, viz. Tripto-
lemus, the favourite of Ceres, Nereus, who prefided
over falt waters, and Achelous, the deity of fountains
and rivers. '

{») This feems copicd from the ftory ef Fhaeton.
The
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The ancients regarded Oceanus as the father of gods
and men, on account of the ocecan’s encompalling the
earth with his waves, and becaufe he was the principle
of that radical moifture diffufed through univerfal martter,
without which, according to Thales, nothing could either
be produced or {ubiift. .

Homer makes Juno vifit him' at the remoteft limits of
the earth, and acknowledge him and Tethys as' the
parents of the gods, adding that fhe herfelf had been
brought up under their tuition.

Oceanus was depited wth a bull’s head, to reprefent.

the rage and bellowing of the ocean when agitated by
ftorms. . .

CHAP V,

Of Auroa and TiTHONUS,

W‘E have already obferved, that this goddefs was
the youngeft daughter of Hyperion and Theia.
By the Greeks fhe was fliled ivs; and by the Latins
Aurora, on account of her bright or golden colour,
and the dew which attends her. Orpheus calls her the
harbinger of Titan, becaufe the dawn befpeaks the
approach of the Sun; others make her the daughter of
Titan and the earth, She fell in love with a beautiful
youth named Cephalus, (whom fome fuppofe to be the
faime with fun) by whom fhe had }ghaeton. She
bhad-alfo an amour with Orion, whom fhe firft faw a
hunting in the woods, and carried him with her to
Delos. By Aftreas her hufband, one of the Titans,
fhe had the ftars, and the four winds, Argeftes, Ze-
phyrus, Boreas, and Notas. But her' greatelt favourite
was Tithonus, to whom fhe bore ZAmathion and
Memnon. This young Prince fhe tranfported to Delos,
thence to ZEthiopia, and laft into Heaven, ‘where fhe
obtained for him, from the deftinies, the gift of immor.
tality ; but at the fame time forgot to add youth, which
alone could render the prefent valuable. Tithonus
grew old, and fo decripit as to be rocked to fleep like
an infant. His mifties. not being able to procure

B 3 death,
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death, to end his mifery changed him intp a grafs-hopper;
an infe& which by cafting its fkin renews its youth, and
in its chirping ftill retains the loquacity of old age.

The hiftorians fay, that Titncnus was a great im-
prover of aftronomy, and ufed to rife before morning to
make his obfervations, They add, that his vigilance
and temperance were rewarded with a long life; but
when the infirmities of old age came on at laft, Aurora,,
by the help of oriental drugs, reftored him to health and
vigour, Thus have they done juftice to the falubrity
of the morning. This prince is faid to have reigned in
Media, ‘where he founded the city of Sufa on the river
Choafpes, which became afterwards the feat of the Per-
fian empire, o L
T ThéTtory 6f Cephalus i§ reldted differently. He was
the nephew of Aolus, and had married Procris, daugh-
ter of Erichtheus, king of Athens. Aurora feeing him
often early in the woods, intent on his fport, conceived
a violent paffion for him,-and carried him with her to
Heaven, where fhe in. vain ufed all her arts to-emgg
him to violate his conjugal vow. .‘The prince, as ‘vfg
of his wife as the goddels was of him, remained. inexs
orably faithful. Aurora therefore, to undeceive himy
fent him to Procris in the difguife of a merchant, to..
tempt her conftancy by large prefents: - this artifice
fucceeded, and "juft when his fpoufe was-on the point,
of yielding, the unhappy hufband difcovered bimfelf, and-
Procris fled to the woods to hide her thame,. But being
aftetwards reconciled, fhe made Cepbalus a prefent of]
an unerring dart, A prefent like this increafed his in-s
clination to hunting, and proved doubly fatal to, the
donor. It happened the young prince, one day, wearied
with his toil, fat down in the woods, and called fop
Aurora, or the genile breeze, to cool him (3): this.
being overheard, was carried to Procris, who, though.
inconftant, was woman enough to be jealous: infly.
enced by this paflion fhe followed her hufband, and

(3) Ina capital picture, near the Hague, this goddefs is repre-
fented in a golden chariot drawn by white horfes winged, on her
]dnead is the morning ftar, and fhe is attended by Pheebus and the

awn, .

~

concealed
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concealed herfelf in a thicket, where fhe could obferve
his motions. Unluckily the noife fhe made alarmed her
hufband, who thinking fome wild beaft lay coacealed,
c;i]i('charged the infallible arrow, and pierced her to the
eart,

" Mr. Pope in fome lines upon a lady’s fan of his own
defign, painted with this ftory, has with his wonted deli-
cacy and judgment applied it:

Come, gentle air | 1h® ABoslian fospherd faid, ‘
While Procris panted in the ficret fpade; -
Come, gentle air, the fairer Delia cries,

While at her feet her fwain expiring lies.

Lo the glad gales o’er all her beauties firay,
Breathe on ber lips, and in ber bofom play!
In Delia’s band sbis toy is fatal found, '
Nor could that fabled dart more furely awound,
Both gifts defirultive to the givers prove 3
Alike both lowers fall by thofe they love.

Yer guiltlefs too this bright defiroyer lises, o
At random wounds, nor Anows the wounds fhe gives 5
She wiews the fory with attentive eyes, E
And pities Procris awbile ber lover dies.

e
»

There is no goddefs of whom we have fo- many beau-
tiful defcriptions in the poets as Aurora. Indeed it is
no wonder they are luxuriant on this fubje@, as there
is perhaps no theme in nature which affords fuch an
extenfive field for poetry or painting as the varied beau-
ties of the morning, who' approach feems to exhilirate
and euliven the whole animal creation.

4

T

CHAP. V.

. Of ATLas,

A'ITAS was the fon of Japetus and Clymene, and
the brother of Prometheus. In the divifion of
his father’s dominions, Mauritania fell to .his fhare,
where he gave his own name to that mountain, which
ftill bears it. As he was greatly fkilled i Aftronomy,
he became the fuft inventor of the fphere,” which gave

B¢ rife
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rife to the fable, of his fupporting the heavens on his
fhoulders. He had many children. Of his fons the
mioft famous was Hefperus, (Tooke calls him his bro-
ther, p. 325) who reign’d fome time in ltaly, which
fiom him was called Hefperia, It is faid, this prince
being on mount Atlas to obfirve the motion of the ftars,
‘was carried away by a tempeft, and, in henour to his
memory, the morning ftar was afterwards called by his
name. He left thiec daughters Zgle, Arethufa, and
Hefperithufh, who went by the geuneral appellation of
Hefperides, and were pofltfs’d of thofe famous gardens -
which bore golden fruit, and were guarded by the vigi-
lance of a formidable dragon.

Atlas had feven daughters, called after his own name
Adlantides, viz. Maia, Fle&ra, Taygete, Afterope, Me-
rope, Alcyone, and Celzno, All thefe were matched
either te gods or heroes, by whom they left a nu-
merous pofterity, Thefe, from their mother Pleione,
were allo ftiled Pleiades (4). Bufiris, king of Egypt,
carried them off by violence ; bur Hercules travelling
through Africa conquered him, and delivering the prine
cefles, reftored them to their father, who to requite bis
kindnefs taught -him aftronomy, whence arofe the fable,
of that hero’s fupporting the heavens for a day to eafe
Atlas of his toil. The Pleiades, however, endured
g new perfecution from Orion, who purfued them five
vears, till Jove, prevailed on by their prayers, took
them up into the heavens, where they form the con-
ftellation, which beais their name.

* By Zhra, Atlas was the father of feven daughters,
called Ambrofia, -Endora, Pafithoe, Coronis, Piexaris,
Pytha,. and. Tyche, who bore ene common appellation
o? the Hyades (5). ‘Thefe virgins griev’d fo immode-
rately for the death of their brother Hyas, devoured by
a lion, that Jupiter out of compaflion, cnanged them
into ftars, and placed them in the head of Taurus,

-

" (4) So call’d from a Greek word, which fign'fies failing ; be-
caufe they were reckon’d favourable to navigation.

5) From the Greek verb to rain, the Latins call’d them fuculz,
trom. the Greek word =4 or fwine, becapfe they feem’d to delight

in wet and dirty weather, .
where
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where they flill retain their grief, their rifing and fet-
ting being attended with extraordinary rain, Others
make thefe laft the daughters of Lycurgus, born in the
-ifle of Naxos, and tranflated to the fkiee, for their care
in the education of Baechus, probably becauofe thefe
fhowers are of great benefit in forwading the vintage.

Accordning to Hyginus, Atlas having affifted the giants
in their war againft Jupiter, was by the vi&orious god
doomed, as a pumfhment, to fuftain the weight of the
heavens. .

Ovid gives a very different account of Atlas, who, as
he fays, was the fon of Japetus and Afia. He repre-
fents him as a powerful and wealthy monaich, pro-
prietor of the gardens which bore golden fruit; but tells
us, that being warn’d by the oracle of Themis, that
he fhould fuffer fome great injury from a fon of Jupiter,
“he ftriétly forbad all fereigners accefs to his court or
prefence, Perfeus, however, had the courage to appear
befure him, but was ordered to retire, with ftrong me-
naces in cafe of difobedience. But the hero prefenting
his fhield with the dreadful head of Medufa to him,
turned him into the mountain which ftill bears his
- pame. ‘ C
- Fhe Abbe La Pluche has given & very clear and in-
genious explication of this fable. Of all nations the
Lgyptians had, with the greateft afiduity, cultivated
"altronomy. To point out the difficuliies which attend
_the ftudy of this fcience, they reprefented it by an
image, bearing a globe or fphere on us back, and whick -
they call’d Atlas, a word fignifying (6) great toil or
labowr. But the word alfa fignifying fupparz (7), the
" Phezniciaps, led. by the reprefentation, took it in this
laft fenfe ; and in their voyages to Mauritania, feeing
the high mountains of that country covered with fnow,
and lofing their tops in the clouds, gave them the name
of Atlas, and fo produced the fable, by which the

&

* ~(6) From Telaah, to ftrive, comes Atlah, toH 3 whence the
Greeks deriv ed their xvrao;, or labour, and the Romans exantio,
to furmount great difficulties,

(7) From Telah, to fulpend, is derived Atlah hence:
the Greek word E:n for (‘:)olux,nn or pillar. » fupport, whence

Bg " fymbobd

-
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fymbol of aftronomy ufed among the Egyptians, became
a Mauritinian king, transformed into a mountain, whofe
head fupports the heavens.

. The veft of the fable is equally eafy to aceeunt for.
“The annual inundations of the Nile obliged that peopje
"to be very exaét in obferving the motions of the hea-
venly bodies. The Hyades or Huades, took their name
from the figure V which they form in the head of
Taurus, The Pleiades were a remarkable conftella-
tion, and of great ufe to the Egyptians in regulating
‘the feafons,. Hence they became the daughters of
Atlas : and Orian, who rifes juft as they fet, was call’d
_their lover. By the golden apples that grew in the
gardens of the Hefperides, the Phanicians exprefs'd the
rich and beneficial commerce they had in the Mediter-
ranean; which being carfied on during three months
of the year only, gave rife to the fable of the Helpe-
rian fifters (8).

CHAP. VIL

Of Jarerus, and his fons EpimMeruEus and Promg-
THevS 3 of PanDora’s box, and:the fory .of Deu-

cariony and PyrrHA, .

APETUS was the Offspring of Cazlus and Terra,
J and one the giants who ‘revolted againft Jupiter.

He was a powerful and haughty prince, who lived fo

long, that hi§ age became a proverb. Before the 'war
he had'a”daiighter, call’d Anchialé, who founded a city
of her owh name in Cilicia, He had feveral fons, the
chief of whom were Atlas, (mentioned in the preceding
chapter) Buphagus, Prometheus (g) and Epimetheus,
Of thefe, Prometh-us became remarkable, by being the
obje@ of -Jupiter's refentment. The' occafion is 're-
lated thus: having facrificed two bulls to that deity,
he put all the_flefh of both in one.fkin, and the bones
in the other, and gave the god his choice, whofe wif-

)

8 Froﬁa Efper, the good thare or beft lot. o :
&9% So cabled from 745 mpcpndeas or providence, thatis, hus fkill

in devotion.
: dom

-
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dom for once failed him fo, that he pitched upon the
worft lot, Jupiter, incenfed at. the trick put upon
him, took away fire from the earth, ’till Prometheus,
by the affitance of Minerva, ftole into heaven, and
lighting a ftick at the chariot of the fun, recovered
the blefling, and brought it down again to mankind,
Others fay the caufe of Jupiter’s anger was different,
.Prometheus being a great artift, had formed a man of
cay of fuch exquifite workmanthip, that Pallas,
charm’d with his ingenuity, offered him whatever in
beaven could contribute to finith .his defign : for this
end fhe took him up with her to the celeftial manfions,
where, in a ferula, he hid fome of the fire of the
fun’s - chariof wheel, and ufeéd it to ‘animate his image
(1). Jupiter, either to revenge his theft, or the for-
mer affront, commanded Vulcan .to make a woman,
which, when he had done, fhe was introduced into the
aflembly of the gods, each of whom beftowed on her
fome additional charm or perfetion. Venus gave her
beaaty, Pallas wifdom, Juno riches, Mercory taught
her eloquence,  and Apollo mufick : from all thefe ac-
complithments, fhe was ftiled Pandora (2), and was the
firft of her fex. Jupiter, to complete his defigns, pre-
fented her a box, in which he had enclofed age, dif-
eafes, avar, famine, peftilence, difeord, emuvy, calumny,
and in fhort, .all the evils and vices which he in-
tended to affli® the world with. Thus equipped, fhe
was fent down to Prometheus, who wifely was on his
guard againft the mifchief defign’d him. Epimetheus
his brother, though forewarn’d of the danger, had  lefs
refolution ; for enamoured. with theé beauty of Pandora
(3}, he married her, and opened the . fatal .box, the
contents of which foon overfpread  the world, Hope
alooe refted at the bottom. But, Jupiter, not yet fa-
tisfied, difpatched Mercury and Vulcan to- feize Prome.

* (1) Some fay his crime was not the enlivening a man of clay;
but the formation of weman. -+ - -~ ¢ !

(2) So call’d from mas dweer i. e. loaded with gifts or accomplith-
‘ments, Hefiod has given a fine defcription of her in his Theogony,
Looke, p. 770. - . ) ‘ R

(3) Others fay Pandora only gave the box to the wife of Epime.

theus, who opened it from a ‘curiofity natural to her fex. .
T theus,
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. S
theus, whom they carried' to mount Caucafus, wheﬂﬁ
they chain’d him to a rock, and an eagle or vulture]
was commiflioned to prey on his liver, which every nighg:;
- was renewed in proportion as it was confumed by dayed’
But Hercules foon after killed the vulture and deliveret
him. Others fay, Jupiter reftor’d him his frecdom for
. difcovering- his fasher Saturn’s confpiracy (4), and dif-;
fuading bis intended marriage with Thetis. Nicandery'
.to this fable of Prometheus, lends an additional cir-";
cumftance. He tells us fome ungrateful men difcover-
ed the theft of Prometheus firft to Jupiter, who-re- .’
warded them with perperwal youth. : This prefent they
loaded on the back of an afs, who ﬂo]apingb at a foun-¢:
tain to quench his thirft, was hindered by a waterf
fnake, who would not let him drink ill he gave him::
the burthen he carried, Hence the. Serpent renews hisi,
youth upon changing his fkin, ' C
Prometheus had an altar in the academy at Athens, B
in common with Vulcan and Pallas. His ftatues are#
reprefented with a fcepter in the hand. .
There is a very ingenious explanation of this fabley-
it is faid Prometheus was a wile prince, who reclainy-- *
ing his fubjeéfts.from a favage to afocial life, was faid *
to have animated men out of clay : he firft infliruted
facrifices (according to (5), Pliny) which gave rife to:.
the ftory of the two oxen. Being expelled his domi. -
nions, by Jupiter, he fled to Scythia, where he retir'd to
mount Caucafus,. either to make aftronomical oblerva. -
tions, or to indulge his melancholy for the lofs of his :
dominions. This occafioned the fable of the vulture
feeding upon his liver. As he was alfo the firft inven-
‘tor of forging metals by fiie, he was faid to hive ftole
the element from heaven. In fhort, as the firft know~ -
ledge of agriculture, and even navigation, is aicribed.
to him, it is no wonder if he wus celebrated for torm-
ing a living man from an inanimated fubffance.
Some authors imagine Prometheus to be the fame with -
WNoah. The learned Bochart imagines him to be

" (4) Lucian hae a very fine Dialogue between Prometheus and
.Jupiter on this fabjeét.

(5) Pliny, Book 7, cap. s6. -

: Magag.
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Magog. Each opinion is fupported by arguments,
which do not want a fhew of probabiliry. '

The ftory of Pandora affords very diftin& traces of
the tradition of the fall of our fuft parents, and the fe-
dudtion of Adam by his wife Eve.

CHAP. VI

Of Devcarion and PyrrHa,

EUCALION was the fon of Prometheus, and

had married his coufin german Pyrrha the daugh-
ter of Epimetheus, who bore him a fon, called Helenes,
who gave his naime to Greece. Deucalion reign-
ed in Theflaly (6), which he governed with équity and
juftice ; but his countty, for the wickednefs of the in-
habitants, being deftroy’d by a flood, he and his queen
orly efcaped by faving themfelves on mount Parnaffus.
After the decreafe of the waters, this illuftrious pair
confulted the oracle of Themis in their diftrefc. The
anfwer was in thefe terms, Depart the temple, veil your
beads and fuces, wunloofe your girdles, and throw bebind
your backs the bones of your gramdmotber. Pyrrha was
fhock’d at an advice, which her piety made her regard
with horror: but Deucalion penetrating the myitical
feafe, reviv’d her, by telling her the earth was their
grandmother, and that the bones were only ftones.
‘They immediately obey the oracle, and behold its ef-
fe&t: the ftones which Deucalion threw, became liv-
ing men ; thofe caft by Pyrrha rofe into women, With
thefe, returning into Theflaly, that prince repeopled
:is kingdom, and was honour’d as the reftorer of man-
ind.

To explain th's fable itis neceffary to obferve, there
were five deluges, of which the one in queftion was the
fourth, in order of time, and lafted, according to Ari-
ftotle’s account, the whole winter. It is therefore need-
efs to wafte rime in drawing a parallel between this

(6) By the Arundeli»n marbles, Deucalion ruled at Lycerea, in
the neighbouritood of Parnaflus, about the beginning of the reign
of Cecrops king of Athens.

flory
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flory and the Mofaic flood. The circumftance of the
ftopes (7) feems occafioned by the fame word bearing
two fignifications ; fo that thefe myfterious ftones are
oaly the children of fuch as efcaped the general inun-
dation. , - - .

.CHAP IX.
Of SaTurn,

ATURN was the younger fon of Czlus and
) Terra, and married his fiter Vefta. Under the ar-
ticle of Calus, we have taken notice, how he treated
his Father. We find a new proof of his ambition in his
endeavouring, by the affiftance of his mother; to ex.
clude his elder brother Titan from the throne, in which
he fo far fucceeded, that this prince was obliged to re-
fign his birthright, on thefe terms, that Saturn fhould
not bring up any male children, fo that the fucceffion
imight devolve to the right male line again.
. gaturn,‘ it is faid, obfcrved thefe conditions fo -faithe
fully, that he devoured all the fons he had by his wife,
as foon as born. But his exa&nefs in this point_was at
laft fruftrated by the artifice of Vefta, Having broughe
forth the twins, Jupiter and Juno, fhe prefented the.
Jatter to her hufband, and concealing the boy, fent him
to be nurfed on mount Ida in Crete, committing the
care of him to the Curetes and Corybantes. Saturn,
however, getting fome intelligence of, the Affair, des
manded the child, in whofe ftead his wife gave him a
ftone fwaddled .up, which he fwallowed. This ftong
had the name of Ab-addir (or the potent father) and re= -
ceiv’d divine honours. '
. This fiction, of Saturn’s devouring his fons,. accard-
_ ing to Mr. Le Clerc (8), was founded upon a cuftom
which he had of banifhing or coafining his c¢hjldren,
for fear they fhould one day rebel againft him.. As to
the ftone which Saturn is faid to fwallow, this is apo-

7) The Phanician word.Abcn, ‘or Eben, figmfies both a flone
and a.child ; and the Greek word Aeees Aacs denotes either a ftone
or a people. (8) Remarks upon Heficd. .
. - ther
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‘ther fition founded on the double meaning of the word
Eben, which fignifies both a ftone and a child, and
means no more than, that Saturn was deceiv’d by Rhea'’s
fubftituting anotherchild in the room of Jupiter,

Titan finding tHe matual compadt made between him
‘and his brother thus violated, took arms to revenge the
‘injury, and not only defeated Saturn, but made him and
his wife Vefta prifoners, whom he confined in Tarta.
‘rus, a place fo dark and difmal, that it afterwards be-
came one of the apellations of the infernal regions. In
the mean time Jupiter being grown up, raifed an army
in Crete for his father’s deliverance. Lie alfo hired the
Cecrops to aid him in his expedition; but on their re.
“fufal to join him after taking the money, he turned therm
into Apes  After this he marched againft the Titan,
and -obtained 'a ‘cotnplete vi&ory. The Eagle which ap.
peared before the engagement, as an aufpicious omen,
was ever after chofen to carry his thunder, From the
blood of the Titans, flain in the battle, proceeded fer-
pents, ‘fcorpions, and all venomous reptiles.  Havin
by this fuccefs freed his parents, the young Prince cauf-
'ed all the gods affenmbled, to renew their oath of fideliry
«to ‘Saturn, on an altar, which on that account has been
raifed to a conftellafion in the heavens. Jupiter after
this warried Meris- davghter of Oceanas; who, it is re-
‘ported, ‘gave Saturn a potion, which caufed’ him to

ring up Neptune and Pluto, with the reft of the chil-
“dren he had formerly devoured {g).

The 'merit of the fon, ‘(as- it ofteri happens) ‘only
'ferved ‘to increafe the 'fathet’s jealoufy, which received
‘new ftength fiom an ancient oracle or  tradition, that
he’ fhould bt ‘dethroned’ by one’ of his fons. Jupiter
“therefore fecretly informed of the meafures taken to de-
ftroy him, fuffered his ambition to get the afeendant over
“his duty, and taking up arms, depofed his father, whom,
by the advice of Prometheus,” he bound in 'woollen fet-
ters,-and ‘threw into Tartarus ‘with Japetus his tincle.
Heré Saturn fuffered the fame barbarous pwnifumeny of
caftiation he had inflifted on his-fathet Caelus, }

! . J

{9) By this, Jupiter fhould kge}}ié.&ogng{_eﬁzfon.of Saturn. . 3
PR Macrobius
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Macrobius fearches iinto the reafon why this god was
bound with fatters of wool, and adds from the teftimony
of Apolidorus, that he broke thefe cords once a year at
‘the celebration of the Saturnlia (1). This he explains
by faying, that this fable alluded to the corn, which be-
ing fhut up in the carth, and detained by chains, foft
and eafily broken, fprung forth and annually arrived at
maturity. -The Abbe Banier fays (z), that the Grecks
looked upon the places fituated to. the eaft as higher
than thofe that lay weftward; and from hence con-
cludes, that by Tartarus or hell, they only meant Spain,
As 1o the caftration of Saturn, Mr. Le Clerc conjec-
tures (3), thag ic only means that Jupiter had corrupt-
ed his father’s councily and prevailed upon the meft: con-
fiderable perfons of his court to defert him.
~ The manner in which Saturn efcaped from his prifon
is not related. He fled to Italy, where he was kindly
received by Janus, then king.of that country, who aflu-
ciated him in the governinent, From hence that par: of
the world obtained the name of Saturnia Tellus, as allo
that of latium, from lateo to lie hid, becaufe he found
a refuge here in his diftrefs. On this account money
was coined with a fhip on one fide, to fignify his arrival,
and a Janus with 2 double head on the other, to denote
his fharing the regal anthority, - ‘

The reign of Saturn was fo mild and happy, that the
poets have given it the name of the GoLben Age, and
celcbrated it with all the pomp and luxuriancy ‘of ima-
ginaxion (4). According te Varro, this deity, from his
wnftruéting the people in agriculture and 1illage, obtaine,
his name (5) of Saturn. The fickle which he ufed in
reaping being caft into Sicily, gave that ifland its anticye
name of Drepanes, which in Greek fignifics that in-
firument : :

The hiftorians give us a very different pi&ure of Sa-
turn, Diodorus reprefents him, as a tyrannical, co-
vetows, and cruel prince, who reigned over ltaly and

) .%&Zmﬁ;&z{ l' ' Yo
2) Banier’s ology, vol. 2. 18 )
3) Remarks upon Heliod. 5
4) The reader will fee more 91} this head under the fucceeding
- article. o
{s) From Satus, that, is, fowing or, feed time. - - - 9)

Sicily,
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Sicily, and enlarged his dominions by conqueft: he
adds, that he opprefs’d his fubjeQs by fevere taxes, and
kept them in awe by ftrong garrifens. This account
agrees very well with thofe who* make Saturn the firft
who inftituted human facrifices, whieh probably gave
rife to the fable of his devouring his own children. Cer-
tain it is, that the Carthaginians (6) offer’d young
childern to this deity; and amongf the Romans, his
priefts were cloath’d in red, and at his feftivals gladiators
were employed to kill each o:her

The feafts of -this deity were celebrated with great
folemniry amongft the Romans about the middle of De-
cember, They were firft -inflituted by Tulus Hoftilius,
though Livy dates them from the confulthip of Mani-
lius and Sempronius. They lafted but one day till the
time of Julius C=far, who ordered them to-be protraQ-
ed to three days; and in procefs of time they were ex.
tended to five. During thefe all public bufinefs was
flopp’d, the fenate never affembled, no war could
be proclaimed; or offender executed. Moutual prefents
of all kinds; (particularly wax lights) were fent and re-
ceiv’d, fervants wore the pilews or cap of liberty, and
were waited on by their mafters at table. All which
was defign’d to fhew the equality and happinefs of man-
kind under the Golden Age.

The Romans kept in the temple of Saturn the /ibri
elepbamiini, or rolls, containing the names of the Reo-
man citizens, as alfo the public treafure. This cuftom
they borrowed from the Egyptians, who in the temple
of Sudec, or Chrone, depoﬁted their genealogies of fa-
milies and the puhlic money. :

Saturn. like the other heathen deities, had his amours,
He fell in love with the nymph Phyllyra, the daughter
of Oceanus, and was by his wife Rhea fo near being
furprifed in her company, that he was forced to ail-
fume the form of a horfe. 'T'his fudden transformation

ﬂf) Mr. Selden in his treatife of the Syrian gods, {peaking of Mo-
loch, imagines from the cruelty of his facrifices, he was the faime as
Saturn. In the reign of Tiberius, that prince crucify'd the prieftd of
Satura for offering young infants at his altars. This idea of Sa-
turn's malignity is, pevhaps, the reafon why the planet, which bears
this name, was thought fo inaufpicious mdy unfnendly to mankx};l;i‘.‘
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had fuch an effe& on his miftrefs, that fhe bore a crea-
ture whofe upper part was like a man, and the reft like
a horfe. This fon of Saturn became famous. for his
fkill in mufic and furgery. :

. A modern author, M. La Pluche, has very juftly ac-
counted for this fabulous hiftory of Saturn, which cer-
tainly derived its origin from Eygpt. The annual meet-
ing of the judges in. that country was notified by an
image with a long beard, and a fcythe in his hand. The
firft denoted the age and gravity of the magiftrates, and
the latter pointed aut the {eafon of their affembling, juft
before the firft hay-making or harveft. This figure they
cal’d by the names of Sudec (7), Chrone (8), Chiun
fg), and Saterin. (1) 3 and in company with  it, always
expofed another ftatue reprefenting Ifis, with feveral
breafts, and furrounded with the beads of animals,
which they ‘cal’d Rhea (z2), as thefe images continued
expofed till the beginning of the new folar year, or the
seturn of the Ofiris (the Sun), fo Saturn became regard-
€d as the father of time, Upon other occafions the
Egyptians depi&ted him with eyes before and behind,
fome of them open, others afleep; and. with four wings,
two fhut and ‘two expanded (3). ‘The Greeks took
thefe piQures in the literal fenfe, and turn’d into fabu-
lous hiftory what was only allegorical. - .

. Bochart, and fome other learned antiquaries, con-
ceived Saturn to be the fame with Noah, and drew a
parallel, in many inftances, which feem to favour their
Qpinion.

_ Saturn was ufually reprefented as an.old man, bare.
head:d and bald, with all the marks of age and infirmi-
.ty in his face. In his right hand they fometimes placed
a fickle, or fcythe, at others a key, and a ferpent biting
its own tail, and circumflex’d in his left. He fome.-

7% From Tfadic, or Sudec, juftice, or the juit.
a 8) From Keren, Splendor; the name given to Mofes on his
e .

t from the mount ; hence the greek speros
(9) From Choen a prieft, ‘1;'; detiv’d Keunah, or the facerdotal

2) From Rahah, to feed, comes Rehea, or Rhea, a nurfe.
- {3) This figure feems borrowed from the Cherubim of the
. rews, . oo

. times

office.
E!§ From Seter, a judge, is the plural Seterim, or the judges.

==
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times was pi@ured with fix wings, and feet of wool, to
fhew how infenfibly and (wiftly time paffes, The fcythe
denoted his cutting down and impairing all things, and
the ferpent the revolution of the year: Qu:d in fefe wol-
vitur dnnus. o - )

CHAP. X.
Of the GoLpex Ace,

IFFICULT as it is, to reconcile the incons
D fiftencies between the poets and  hiftorians in the
g:etedin account of Saturn, yet the -concurrent tefti-

ony of the former in placiag the Golden Age in hia
times, feems to determine the point in his favour ; and
to prove that he was a benefadtor and friend to maokind,
fince they enjoy’d fuch felicity under his adminiftration,
We can never fufficiently admire the mafterly defcrips
tion given by Virgil of thefe halcyon days, when peacq
and innocence adorned the worid, and fweeten'd all the
bleflings of untroubled life. Ovid bas yet heightesed
the. defcription with thofe touches of imagination pecu-
fiar to him. Amongft the Greek poets, Hefiod has
touched this fubject with that agreeable fimplicity which
diftinguithes. all his. writings. . , e
By the Golden Age might be figured ont the happi-
nefs of the primaval ftate before the firft and univerfal
deluge, when the earth, remaining in the fame pofition
in which 1t was firt created, flourithed with perpetuat
fpring, and the air always temperate and .ferene, was
neither difcompofed by florms, nor darkened by cloudss
The reafon of affixing this time to the reign of Saturn,
was probably this;: the. Egyptians held the firft anuual
aflembly of their judges in the mooth of February, and
as the decifions of thefe fages were always attended with
the higheft equity, fo the people regarded that feafon
as a time of general joy and happinéfs, rather as all
nature with them was then in bloom, and the whole

country looked, like one enamelled gavden or carpet.
But after all it appears, that thefe halcyon rimes were
but of a fhort duration, fince the eharafter Plato, Py-
thagoras, aad others, .give of this age, can only relate
. . ‘o
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to that ftate of perfe&t innocence which ended with
the fall.

CHAP. XI
Of the GianTs. ’ -

T H E giants were produced (as has been already
obferv’d) of the the blood which flow’d from the
wound of Saturn, when .caftrated by his fon Jupiter.
Proud of their own ftrength, and fired with a daring
ambition, they entered into an affociation to dethrone
Jupiter ; for which purpofe they piled rocks oa rocks,
in order to fcale the fkies,” This engigement is diffe-
rently related by authors, both as to the place where
it happened and the circumftances which attended it
fome writers laying thé fcene in ltaly (4), others in
Greece (g5). It feems the father of the gods was ap-
prized of the danger, as there was-a prophetical rumour
smongft the deities, that the giants fhould not be over-
come, .unlefs a mortal affifted in the war. For this
reafon Jove, by the advice of Pallas, call'd up Her-
cules, and being affifted by the reft of the gods, gain’d
a complete viftory over the rebels, moft of whom pe-
rithed in the conflit. Hercuvles firft flew Alcyon with
an arrow, but he flill furviv’d and grew fironger, till
Minerva drew him out of the moor’s 0:b, when he
expired. This goddefs alfo cut off the heads of Ence-
ladus and Pallantes, and afterwards encountering Al-
cyoneus at the Corinthinan ifthmus, kill'd him in fpite of
his- monfterous bultk. - Porphyris, about to ravith Juro,
‘fell by the hands of Jupiier and Hercules. Apollo and
Hercules difpatch’d Ephialtes, and Hercules flew Eu-
rytus, by darting an” oak at him. Clytius was flain by
Hecate, and Polybotes flying through the fea, came to
the ifle of Coos, where Neptune tearing off part of the
land, hurl’d it at him, and form’d the ifle ‘of Nifyros.

(4.? In the Phlegrasan plains, in Campania, near mount Vefuvius,

which abounded with fubterraneous fires, and hot mineral fprings.
(5) Where they {ct mount Offa on Pelion, in order to afcend the
€8,

Meicury
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Mercury flew Hyppolitus, Gratian was vanquith’d by
Diana, and the Parcz claim’d their fhare in the viory,
by the deftru&tion of Agryus and Thoan. Even Si-
lenus his afs, by his opportune braying, contributed to
put the giants in confufion, and complete their rain.
During this war, of which Ovid has left us a fhort
defcription, Pallas diftinguith’d berfelf by her wifdom,
Hercules by his firength, Pan by his trumpet, which
ftruck a terror in the eneiy, and Bacchus by his a&i-
vity and courage. Indeed th.ir afliftance was no more
than feafonable ; for when the giants firft made their
audacious attempt, the gods were fo aftonifhed, that
they fled into Egypt, where they conceal’d themfelves
in various fhapes B -

But the moft dreadful of thefe monfters, and the moft
difficult to fubdue, was Typhon or Typhzus; whoin,
when he had almoft difcomfited all the gods, Jupiter
purfued to mount Caucaufus, where he wounded him,
with his thunder; but Typhon turning upon him, took
him prifoner; and after cutting with his own fickle the
nerves of his hands and feet, threw him on his back,
carried him into Cilicia, and imprifon’d him in a cave,
whence he was deliver’d by Mercury, who reftor’d him
to his former vigour. After this, Jave had a fecond
engagement with Typhon, who flying into Sicily, was
overwhelm’d by mount AEwna. .

The giants are reprefented by the poets as men of
huge ftature and horrible afpe@, their lower parts be-
ing of a ferpentine form. But above all, Typhon, or
Typhzus, is defcribed in the moft fhocking manner.
Hefiod has given him an hundred heads of dragons,
uttering dreadful founds, and having eyes that darted
fire. He makes him, by Echidna, the father of the
dog Orthus, or Cerberus, Hydra, Chimzra, Sphinx,
the Nemzan lion, the Hefperian dragon, and of ftorms
and tempefts. . K

Hiftorians fay, Typhzus was the brother of Ofiris,
king of Egypt, who in the abfence of this monaich,
form’d a confpiracy to dethrone him at his return; for_
which end he invited him to a feaft, at the conclufion
of which, a cheft of exquifite workmanthip was brought
in, and offer’d to him whe lying down im it {ho:;_lc} bg

. oun

’
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found to fit it beft. Ofiris mot diftrufting the contris
ance, hal no fooner got in but the lid was clofed upon
him, and the unhappy king thrown into the Nile. Ifis,
his queen, to revenge the death of her beloved hufbind,
rais’d aa army, the command of which fhe gave to her
fon Orus, who, after vanquithing the ufurper, put him
to death. Hence the Egyptians, who detefted his me-
thory, painted him in their hieroglyphic charadters ia
fo frightful a manner. The length and muluplicity of
his arms denoted his power: the ferpents which form’d
his heads, fignify’d his addrefs and cunning: the cro-
codile fcales which cover’d his body, exprefs’d his‘ cru-
elty and ‘diffimulation; and the flight of the gods into
Egypt, fhew'd the precautions taken by the great men
to fhelter themfelves from his fury-and refentment,
" It is eafy in this ftory of the giants to trace the
Mofaic, hiftory, which informs us-how the earth was
afflited with men, of uncommon ftature and great
wickednefs, The tradition of the tower of Babel, and
the defeat of that impious defign, might naturally give
rife to the ‘attempt of thefe monfters, to infult the fkies
and make war on the gods. ) '
" But there is another explication of this fable, which,
feems both more rational and curious.. Amongft the.
names of the giants we find thofe of Briareus (6),
Reechus (7), Othus (8), Ephialtes (g), Prophyrion (1),,
Enceladus (2), and Mimas (3. Now. the literal fige
nification of thefe leads us tothe fenfe of the allegory,
which was defiga’d to point out the fatal confequences
of the flood, add the confiderable changes it introduced

:+{(6) From Beri, ferenity; and Harcus, loft, to fthew the tem.’
perature of the air deftroyed. o .
. 73 From Reuach, the winds. L
*"(8) From Ouitta, or Othus, the times, to tipify the viciffitude
of feafons. S .
(z) From Evi, or Ephi, clouds; and Altah, darknefs, i. e,
dark gloomy clouds. ' . ‘ .
(1) From Phau, to break, comes Pharpher, to feparate minute-~
Iy ; to denote the general diffolution of the primzval fyftem.
2) From Enceled, violent fprings or torrents. ’
3) From Maim, great and heavy rains. Now all thefs were
Euznomena new, and unknown before the flood. i See:La Pluche's:
iftory of, the heavens, vpl:,’x‘, P € ... oL
Sooel . : Wi‘h
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vith regard to the face of nature. ‘'This is further
confirm’d by their tradition, thac their Ofiris vanquifhed
the giants, and that Orus, his fon, in particular, ftopp’d
the purfuit of Reechus, by appearing before him in the
form of a lion. By which they meant, that that in-
duftrious people had no way of fecuring themfelves
againft the bad effe®s of the vernal winds, which
brought on their annual inundation, but by exaély
obferving the fun’s entrance into Leo, and then retir-
ing to the high grounds, to wait the going off of the
waters.

It may not be improper to add, that from the blood
of the giants defeated by Jupiter, were produced fer-
pents and all kinds of venomous creatures.

CHAP. XIL e
« Of Janus.

TH E connexion between Saturn and Janus, renders

the account of the latter a proper fupplement to

the hiftory of the former. Writers vary as to the birth

of this deity, fome making him the fon of Czlus and

Hecate, others ‘the offspring of Apollo, by Creufa,

daughter of Eritheus, king of Athens Hefiod is filent

about him in his Theogany, and indeed Janus was a god

irle known to the Greeks. According to Cato, he

vas a Scythian prince, who, at the head of a vi€orious

irmy, fubdued. and depopnlated Italy. But the moft

orobable opinion is that he was an Etrurian king, and

e of the earlieft monarchs of that country, which he

governed with great wifdom, according to the tefti-

mony of Plutarch; who fays, acbatever be awas, whether,
3 king or a god, he awas a great politician, who tempered

'be manners of his fubjells, and taught them ciwvility, on
which account hbe avas regarded as the god of peace, and
vewer invoked during the time of awar. The Romans held

bim in peculiar veneration.

From Fabius Pi&or, one of the oldeft Roman hifto--
ians, we learn, that the antient Tulcans were firft
aught by this good king to improve the vine, to fow

corn,
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corn, and to make bread, and that he firft raifed tem-
ples and altars to the gods, who were before worfhipped
in groves, We have already mentioned Saturn as the
introducer of thefe arts inro Italy, where Janus aflo-
ciated him into a fhare of bhis 'power. Some fay:he
was married to the youngeft Velta, the goddefs of fi#i;
others make his wife the goddefs Carna, or Carma (4). -,

It is certain that the early obtained divine honouw:s §t

Rome, where Numa Pompilius inftiuted an annidal
feftival to him in January, which was celebrated with
manly exercifes. Romulus and Tatius had bclx
ere&ted him a temple, upon occafion of the union of :
. Romans with the Sabines. Numa ordained it fhouald
be opened in time of war, and fhat ia time of peace (5),
which happened but thrice for feveral centuries. 1. ln
the reign of Numa. 2. In the confulate of Attilius
Balbus, and Manlius Torquarus; and, 3. By Auguftus
Caldr, after the death of Aanthony, and redu&non,‘gff
Egypt. &

Janus was the god who prefided over -dll new, 3
takings. Hence in all facrifices the fielt liba ion$yl
wine and wheat were offered to him, ag likewife:
prayers were prefaced with a fhort addre(s to him.
peculiar offerings at his feftival were cakes of new'me
and falt, with new wine and frankincenfe (6). Theh
all artificers and tradefmen began their works, and the
Roman confuls for the new year fulemnly cntered on
their office. All quarrels were laid afide, mutual pre-|
fents were made, and the day concluded with joy and
mirth.

f‘)anus was reprefented with two faces, and call
Bifrons, Byceps, and Didymizus; as forming another
image of himfelf on the difk of the moon, and looki
to the paft and approaching year; with keys, as opg
ing and fhutting up the day (7). He is faid to hy

(4) Carna, or Carma, was a goddefs who prefided over the #ii
parts, and occafioncd a healthy conftitution of body. A

53 Hence Janus took the'names of Patuleius an}:l Clufius. :'g
6) Tooke contradiéts Ovid, and fuppofes Pliny to prove, that:
antientsdid not ufe this gum in their facrifices ; but the paffage of
author, only fays it was not ufed in the time of th: Trojan war. *

(7 ery; utriufque janue carlefiis potentem ; qui cxoriens aperial
iemy cecidens clawlat. Macrqb. 1. 1, ¢. 9.

regulatec
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Tegulated the months, the firft of which is diftinguithed
by his name, as the firk day of every month was alfo
facred to him. He was therefore feated in the center of
twelve alrars ; and had on his hands figures to the
amount of days in the year. Sometimes his image had
four faces, to exprefs the four feafons of the year over °
which he prefided.

Though Janus be properly a.Roman deity, yet it is
amongft the Egyptians we muft feek for the true ex-
planation of his hiftery.  That nation reprefented the
opening of their folar year by an image, with a key in
its hand, and two faces, one old and the other young,
to tipity or mark the old and new year. King Picus
with a hawk’s head, who is ufually drawn near Janus,
Jeaves no doubt but that the {ymbol of this deity was
borrowed from that people. The reader, after putting
all this together, will reafonably conclude, that by this
figure could only be intended the fun, the great ruler
of the year.

CHAP. XIII
Of the Elder VesTa, or CyseLE the Wife of

SATURN

T is highly neceffary, in clafling the Heathen divi-
I nities, to diftinguith between this goddefs, who is
alfo called Rhea and Ops, from another Vefta, their
daughter, becaufe the poets have been faulty in con-
founding them, and afcribing the attributes and a&ions
of the one to the other.

"The elder Vefta, commonly called Eftia by the
Greeks, was the daughter of Cexlus and Terra, and
married to her brother Saturn, to whom fhe bore a nu-
merous offspring. She had a multiplicity of names be-
fides, of which the principal were Cybele, Magna Mater,
or the great mother of the gods; and Bona Dea, or
the good goddefs, &c. under different facrifices.

Vefta is generally reprefented upon antient coins fit-
ting, though fometimes ftanding, with a lighted torch
in one hand, and a fphere in the other.

C

Under
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Under the charaller of Cybele fhe makes a more mag-
gificent appearance, being feated on alofty chariot drawn
by lions, crowned with towers, and having a key ex-
tended in her hand. :

Some indeed make the Phrygian Cybele a ditferent per-
fon trom Vefta: they fay fhe was the daughter of Mce-
ones, an antient king of Phrygia and Dyndima, and
that her mother, for fome reafons, expofed her ‘on
mount Cybelus, where fhe was nourithed by lions.
Her parents afterwards owned her, and fhe fell in love
with Atys, by whom conceiving, her father caufed her
lover to be flain, and bis body thrown to the wild
beafts ; Cybele upon this ran mad, and filled the woods
with her lamentations. Soon after a plague and famine
laying wafte the country, the oracle was confulted, who
advifed them to bury Atys with great pomp, and to
-worfhip Cybele as a goddefs. Accordingly they eretted
a temple to her honour at - Peffinus, and placed lions
at her feet, to denote her being educated by thefe
animals. :

Ovid relares the ftory a little more in the marvellous
way: Atys was a boy fo called by Cybele, whom the ap-
pointed to prefide in her rites, enjoining him inviolate
«chaftity ; but the youth happening-to forget his vow,
in refentment the goddefs deprived him of his fenfes :
Dbut at laft, pitying his mifery, fhe turned him into a
pine-tree, which, as well as the box, was held facred to
her. The animal commonly facrificed to Cybele was
the fow, on account of its facundity,

The priefts of this dejty were the Corybantes, Cu-
retes, Idzi, Da&yli, and Telchines, who in their my-
ftical rites made great ufe of cymbals and other inftiu-
ments of brafs, attended  with extravagant cries and
howlings. They facrificed fitting on the earth, and of-
fered only the hearts of the viftims.

The goddefs Cybele was unknown to the Romans’
till the time of Hannibal, when confulting the Sybilline
oracles, they found that formidable enemy could not be
expelled till they fent for the Ideean mother to Rome.
Attalds, then king of Phrygia, at the requeft of their
embafladors, fent her ftatue, which was ot ftene. But
the veflel which carried it arriving in the Tyber, was

miraculoufly
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miraculoufly ftopped, tll Claudia, one of the Veftal.
Virgins, drew it athore with her girdle.

This Vefta, 10 whom the living flame was facred, is
the fawe with the AEgyptisn lfis, and reprefented the
pure ether, inclofing, containing and pervading all things.
Their expreflions and atiributes are alike. She was con-
fidered as the caufe of generation and motion, the pa-
rent of all the luminaiies, and is confounded with ma-
tare and the aorld. She obtained the name of Eftia,
as being the life or effence of all things (8). .

As to the priefts of Cybele, the Corybantes, Curetes
&c. they are of the fame original. €rete was a colony
of the Egyptians, confifting of three claffes of people.
1. The Corybantes or prieﬁs (9). 2. The Curetes (1),
or hufbandmen, and inhabitants of towns, 3. The Dac-
tyli (z), or artificers and labouring peor. All which
names are of Egyptain derivation,

Cybele was honoured at Reme by the title of Bona
Dea, or good goddefs. But this devotion was only paid
her by the matrons, and the rites were celebrated in fo
fecret a manner, that it was no lefs than death for any
man to be prefent at the affembly (3). Whence they
were called Opertoria, ) '

The Roman farmers and fhepherds worfhipped Cybele
or Vefta, by the title of Magna Pales, or the godde(s
ot cattle and pafture. Her feftival was in April, at
which time they purified their flocks and herds with
the fumes of rofemary, laurel, and fulphur, offered fa-
crifices of milk and millet cakes, and concluded the cere-
mony by dancing round ftraw fires. Thefe annual
feafts were called Palilia, and were the fame with the
Otepe Pocia of the Greeks, and probably of Phznician or
Egyptian original.

9) From Corban, a facrifice or oblation. .
1} From Keret, a city or town, comes the plural Keretim, to
fignify the inhabitants, . .
(2) From dac, poor ; and tul or tyl, a migration : hence our ulti-
ma Thule. The Greeks for the fame reafon call the fingers Daétyli,
becaufe they are the inftruments of labour. .
(3) Sowe learn from Tibullus, eclogue VI.
Sacra bene maribus non adeunda des.

C:z The_
“

8% Plato in Cratylo.
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The great feftival of Cybele, called Megalefin, was
always celebrated in April, and lafted eight days at
Rome.

CHAP. XIV.
Of Vesta the younger. -

OLLECTED fire-is the offspring of =ther.

Hence we have another Vefta, faid to be the
daughter of the other, by Saturn, or Time, and the fif-
ter of Ceres, f]uno, Pluto, Neptune, and Jupiter. She -
was fo fond of a fingle life, that when her brother Ju-
piter afcended the throne, and offered to grant whatever
the afked, fhe defired only the prefervation of her vir-
ginity, and that fhe might have the firft oblation in all
facrifices (4), which fhe obtained. According to Lactan-
tius, the chaftity of Vefta is meant to expres the na-
ture of fire, which is incapable of mixture, producing
nothing, but converting all things inte itfelf.

Numa Pompilius, the great founder of religion among
the Romans, is faid firft to have reftored the antient rites
and- worfhip of this goddefs, to whom he ere@ed a cir-
cular temple, which, in fucceeding ages, was much im-
bellithed. He alfo appointed four prieft:ffes to be cho-
fen out of the nobleft families in Rome, and of fpot-
lefs charaler, whofe office was to attend the facied
fire kept continually barning near her altar. Thefe
Veftal-Virgins continued in their cnarge for thirty years,
and had very great privileges annexed to their dignity.
This fire was annually renewed, with great ceremony,
“from the rays of the fun, on the kalends of March.
It was preferved in earthen pots fufpended in the air,
and efteemed fo facred, that if by any misfortune it be-
came extinguifhed, (as happened once) a ceffation en-
fued from all bufinefs, till they had expiated the pro-
digy. If this accident appeared to be owing to the neg-
le@t of the Veftals, they were feverely punifhed ; and
if they violated their vow of chaftity, they ‘were inter-
red alive. ‘

(4) Itis aqueftion if this tK ivilege did not rather belong to the
elder Vefta, in common with Janus,

: As
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As Vefta was the goddefs of fire, the Romans had
no images in her temple to reprefent her, the reafon of
whicH we learn in (gvid (5). Yet as fhe was the
guardian of houfes or hearths, her image was ufually
placed in the porch or entry, and daily facrifice offered
her (6) .

It is certain nothing could be a ftronger or more lively .
fymbol of the fupreme being, than fire. Accordingly we
find this emblem in early ufe throughout all the eaft.
The Perfians held it ifi veneration long before Zoroafter,
who, in the reign of Darius Hyftafpes reduced the wor-
fhip of it to a certain plan. The Prytanei of the
Greeks were perpetual and holy fires, We find Zneas
bringing with him to lraly his Penates, (or houfhold
gods) the Palladium and the facred fire. The Vefta of
the Etrurians, Sabines, and Romans, was the fame,

CHAP. XV.
Of JuriTER.

E come now to the great king, or mafter of the

gods. This deity was the fon of Saturn, and
Rhea, or Vefta, at leaft this is that Jupiter to whom
the adtions of all the others were chiefly afcribed. Feor
there were fo many, princes called by his name, that
it feems to have been a common appellation in early
times for a powerful or viQorious prince (7). The
moft confiderable of thefe was certainly the Cretan Jove
abogve-mentioned, of whofe ‘education we bave very va-

(5) His words are thefe:
Effigiem mullam Vefla nec ignis babet.  Fafti, lib. VI.
No image Vefta’s femblance can exprefs,
Fire is too fubtile to admit of drefs.

(6) Hence the word véftibulum, for a porch or entry; and the
Romans called their round tables veftz, as the Greeks ufed the,
common word Es.a to fignify chimneys in altars.

) Varro reckoned up 300 Jupiters, and each nation feems to
bave had one peculiar to itfcif.
C3 rious
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various accounts, as well as the the place of his birth.
The Meffenians pretended to fhew in the neighbour-
kood of their city a fountain called Clepfydra, where
Jupiter was educated by the nymphs Ithome and Neda,
others fay he was born at Thebes in Beeotia ; but the
moft general and received opinion is, that he was broughe
wp near mount Ida in Crete. Virgil tells us he
was fed by the bees, out of gratitude for which he
changed them from an iron to a golden colour. Some
fay his nurfes were Amaltheea and Melitfa, daughters of
Melifleus king of Crete, who gave him goats milk and
honey ; others, that Amaltheea was the name of the
goat that nurfed him, whofe horn he prefented to thofe
princefles with this privilege annexed, that whoever pof-
fefled it fhould immediately have whatever they defired ;
whence it came to be called the horn of plenty, After
this the goat dying, Jupiter placed her amongft the ftars,
and by the advice of | hemis covered his fhield with
her fkin to firike terror in the giants, whence it obtain-
ed the name of ZEgis. According to others, he and his
fifter Juno fucked the breafts of fortune. Some alledge
his mother Vefta fuckled him ; fome, that he was fed
. by wild pigeons, who brought him ambrofia from Oce=
-anus, and by an eagle, who carried nef@ar in his beak
from a fteep rock ; in recompence of which fervices, he
made the former the fore-tellers ot winter and fummer,
and gave the latter the reward of immortality, and the
office of bearing his thunder, In fhort the nymphs and
the bears claim a fhare in the honour of his education,

wor is it yet decided which has the beft title to ir.
Let us now come to the a&ions of Jupiter. The
firft, and indeed the moft memorable of his exploits,
was his expedition againft the Titans, for his father’s
deliverance and reftoration, of which we have already
fpoken  under the article of Saturn, After this he de-
throned his father, and having poffcfled himfelf of his
throne, was acknowledged by all the gods in quality of
their fupreme. Apollo, himfelf, trowned with laurel,
and robed with purple, condefcended to fing his praifes
to his lyre. Hercules, in order to perpetuate the me-
mory of his triumphs, inftitured rhe olympic gdames,
where
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where it is faid that Pheebus carried off the fuft prize, by
overcoming Mercury at the race. After this, Jupiter being,
fully fettled, divided his dominions with his brothers
Neptune and Piuto, as will be fhewn in the fequel.

* Jupiter, however, is thought to ufe his power in a
little too tyrannical a manner, for which we find Juno,
Neptune, and Pallas, confpired againft, and aélually
feized, his perfon. But the giants Cottus, Gyges and
Briareus, who were then his guards, and whom Thetis
called to his effiftance, fet him at liberty. How thefe
giants, with others of their race, afterwards revolied
againft him, and were overthrown, has been already
mentioned in its place.

The ftory of Lycaon is not the leaft diftinguithing of
his a&tiens. Hearing of the prevailing wickednefs of
mankind, Jove defcended to the earth, and arriving at
the palace of this monarchy king of Arcadia, declared
who he was, on which the people prepared facrifices,
and the other honours due to him. But Lycaon, both
impious and incredulous, killed one of his domefticks;.
and ferved up the flcfh drefled at the entertainment he-
gave the god, who detefting fuch herrid inhumanity, ime
mediately confumed the palace with lightening, and turn-
ed the barbarian into a wolf. Ovid has related this ftory
with his ufual art,

But as ambiriony when arrived at the height of its withes,
feldom ftri&tly adheres to the rules of moderation, fo the:
air of a court is always in a peculiar manner fatal to
virtue. If any monarch deferved the chara&ter of encou-
raging gallantry by his example, it was certainly Jupiter,
whofe amours are as numberlefs as the metamorphofes he
affumed to accomplifh them, and have afforded an exten-
five field of defcription to the poets and painters, both
aptient and modern. :
. Jupiter had feveral wives, Metis, or Prudence, his firft,

he is faid to have devoured, when big with child, by which

himfelf becoming pregnant, Minerva iffued out of his
head adult and compleatly armed. His {fecond was Themis,
or Jiftice, by whom he had the hours, meaning regulation
of time, Eunomia or good ¢rder, Diche or Law, Eirene
or Peace, and the Deftinies. He aifo married Juno, his
fifter, whom .it: is reported he deceived under the

Csq farm
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form of a cuckoo, who, to fhun the violence of a ftorm,
fled for fhelter to her lap (8). She bore to him Hebe,
Mars, Lucina and Vulcan. By Eurynome he had the three
Grages; by Ceres, Proferpine; Mnmolyne, the nine
Mufes ; by Latona, Apollo and Diana; by Maia, Mer-
cury, ’ ) .
Of his intrigues we have a pretty curious detail. One
of his firft miftreffes was Califto the daughter of Lycaon,
one of the nymphs of Diana. To deceive her, he afflum-
ed the form of the goddefs of chaftity, and fucceeded
fo far ‘as to make the virgin violate her vow. But her
difgrace being revealed, as fhe was bathing with her
patronefs, the incenfed deity not only difgraced her, but
{9) turned her into a bear. Jove, in compaffion to her
punifhment and fufferings, raifed her to a conftellation
i the heavens (1), Califto, however, left a fon called
Arcas, who having inftru&ted the Pelafgians in tillage
and the focial arts, they from him took the name of Ar-
cadians, and after his death he was by his divine father,
allotted alfo (2) a feat in the fkies.

There is fcarce any form which Jupiter did not at
fome time or other affume to gratify his defires. Un-
der the figure of a fatyr he violated Antiope the wife
of Lycus ﬁing of Thebes, by whom he had two fons,
Zethus and Amphion. " In the refemblance 'of a {wan
he corrupted Leda the fpoufe of Tyndarus, king of La-
conia. Under the appearance of a white bull he carried
off Europa the daughter of Agenor king of Phznicia, in-
to Crete, where he enjoyed her. Ia the fhape of an

“eagle he furprifed Afteria the daughter of Czus, and
bore her away in his talons in fpite of her modefty.
Aided by the fame difguife, he feized the beauteous Ga-
nymede fon of Tros, as he was hunting on mount Ida,
and raifed him to the joint funétions of his cupbearer
and catamite. ‘

It was indeed difficult to efcape the purfuits of a god,
who by his unlimited power made all nature fubfervient
to his purpofes. Of this we have a remarkable inftance

8) At a mountain near Corinth, hence called Coce?'x.

9) Sone fay it was Juno turned her into that animal.

1) Called {Irfa Major bK the Latins, and Helice by the Greeks.
(2) The Urfa Minor of t

¢ Latins, and Cynofura of the Greeks.
. - in
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in Danae, whofe father, Acrifius, jealous of her con-
du&, had fecured her in a brazen tower; but Jupiter
defcending in a golden fhower, found means to elude
all the wigilance of her keepers  He inflamed Zgima,
the daughter of Zfopus, king of Beeotia, in the fimi-
litude of a lambent fire, and then carried her from
Epidaurus to a defert ifle called Oenope, to which fhe
gave her own name (3). Clytoris, a fair virgin of .
Theflaly, he debauched in the fhape of an ant; but to
corrupt Alcmena, the wife of Amphytrion, he was oblig-
ed to affume the form of her hufband, under which
the fair one deceived, innocently yielded to his defires.
By Thalia he had two fons, called the Pallaci, and two
by Protogenia, viz. /Ethlius the father of Endymion,
and Epaphus the founder of Memphis in Egypt, and fa-
ther of Libya, who gave her nime to the continent of
Africk. Ele&ra bore hin Dardanus, Liodamia, Sarpe-
don and Argus, Jodama, Deucalion, with many others
too tedious to enumerate, though mentioned by the
poets.

It is very evident that moft, if not all the ftories re-
lating to the amours of the gods, were invented by their
refpe&tive priefts, to cover their corruption or debauche-
ry. Of which this of Danae feems at leaft a palpable
inftance, and may ferve to give fome idea of the reft:
Acrifius was informed by an oracle, that his grandfon
would one day deprive him of his crown and life; on _
which he fhut up his daughter Danae in a brazen tow-
er of the temple of Apollo at Delphos, the priefts of
which oracle probably gave him this information, with
no other view than to forward their fcheme, which tend-
ed 1o gratify the luft of Preteus the king’s brother, who
being let through the roof, pretending to be Jupiter, and
throwing large quantities of gold amongft her domefticks,
obtained his wifhes, .

Two patticular adventures of his are too remarkable
to be paffed in filence. He had deluded by his arts Se-
mele daughter of Cadmus, king of Thebes, who proved
with child. Juno bearing of it, and intent on revenge,
under the difguife of Beroe, nurfe to the princefs, was

(3) Theifle of Agina in the Archipelago, .
' Cs admitte |
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admitted to her prefence, and artfully infinuating to her
that fhe might not be deceived in her lover, fhe advifed
her the next time he vifited her, to requeft as a proof
of his love, that fhe might fee him in the fame majefty
with which he embraced Juno. Jupiter granted, not
without relufance, a favour he knew would be fo faral
to his miftrefs. The unhappy fair-one unable to bear the
dazzling effulgence, perifhed in the flames, and with her,
her offspring muft have done fo too, if the god had not
taken it our and inclofed it in his thigh, where it lay
the full time, when be came into the world and was nam-
ed Bacchus, '
Jupiter next fell enamoured with To the danghter of
Inachus, and, as fome fay, the prieftefs of Juno; hav-
ing one day met this virgin returning from her father’s
grotto, ‘he endeavoured to feduce hker to an adjacent
foreft; but the nymph flying his embraces, he involved
bher in fo thick a mift, that fhe loft her way, fo that he ea-
fily overtook and enjoyed her. Juno, whofe jealoufy al-
ways kept her watchful, miffing her hufband, and per-
ceiving a thick darknefs on the earth, deicended, dif-
pelled the cloud, and had certainly difcovered the in-
trigue, had not Jupiter fuddenly transformed Io into a
white heifer. Juno pleafed with the beauty of the ani-
mal, begged her, and to allay her jealoufy, he was
obliged to yield her up. The goddefs immediately gave
her in charge to Argus, who had a hundred eyes, two
of which only flept at a time. Her lover pitying the
mifery of Jo.in fo ftri& a confinement, fent Mercury
down difguifed like a fhepherd, who with his flute
. charmed Argus to fleep, fealed his eyes with his cadu-
¢eus or Tod, and then cut off his head. Juno in regard
to bis memory, placed his eyes in the tail of the pea.
cock, a bird facred to her, and then turning her rage
againft lo, fent the furies to purfue her where-ever fhe
went (6); fo that the wretched fugitive, weary of life,

(6) Dr. King relates this ftory a little differently. Io purfued
by Tifiphone, (one of the furies) fell into the fea and was
carried fuft to Thracian Bofphorus, and thence into Egypt,
where the moniter ftill purfuing her, was repelled by the Nile. After
this fhe was deified by Jupiter, and appointed to prefide over
winds and navigation. ~ It i eafy to fee this egrees better with the
Egyptian mythqlo,y. .

implored
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fmplored Jove to end her mifery. Accordingly the god-
intreats his fpoufe to fhew her compaflion, fwearing by
Styx never to give her further caufe of jealoufy. Juno
on this becomes appeafed, and lo being reftored to her
former fhape, is worfhipped in Egypt by the name of
Iis.

The fable of Io and Argus is certainly of Egyptian.
birth, and thetrue mythology is this: the art of weaving
firft invented in Egypt, was by the colonies of that nation .
carried to Greece and Cholchis, where it was pradifed
with this difference, that the feafons for working were
varied in each country according to the nature of the
climate. The months of February, March, April and
May, they employed in Egypt in cultivating their lands ;
whereas thefe being winter months with the Grecians, -
they kept the looms bufy. Now the Ifis, which pointed
out the neomenie or monthly feftivals in Egypt, was al-
ways attended with an berus or figure expreflive of the
labour peculiar to the feafon. Thus the borss of the-
weaving months was a little figure ftuck over with eyes, .
to denote the many lights neceffary for working by night,
This image was called Argos (7), to fignify his inten-’
tion. Now the vernal Ifis being depitted the head of
a heifer, to exemplify the feriility and pleafantne(s of
Egypt on the fun’s entrance into Taurus, at the ap-
proach of winter fhe quitted this form, and fo was faid
to be taken into cuftody of Argos, from whom fhe was-.
next feafon delivered, by the borus reprefenting Anubis, |
(or -Mercury) that is the rifing of the dog-ftar. The.
taking thefe fymbolical reprefentations; in a literal fenfe, .
gave rife to the fable,

It is no wonder if the number of Jupiter’s gallane.
tries made him the fubje& ot deteftation ameng the pri-
mitive chriftians, as well as the ridicule of the wifer
amongft the heathens. Tertullian -obferves with judg-

(7) From argoth, or argos, weaver’s work ; whence the Greeks.
berrowed their Egyor, opus ora work. Hence the ifle of Amorgos, ,
oge of the Zgean ifles, derives its riame from Am, mother; and,
Orgin, weavers, or the mother or colony of weavers, being firft .
planted from Egypt. :

menge
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ment, That it avas no way firange to fee all rvanks fo de-
bauched, avhen they were encouraged. in the mofi infamous
crimes by the example of thofe they aworfbipped, and from
whom they avere to exped rewards and punifbments. Lucian .
in his dialogues introduces Momus pleafantly rallying
Jove with regard to his amorous metamorphofes. { bawve
often trembled for you, fays he, lef wwben you appeared
like a bull, they fbould bhave carried you to the fbambles, or
clapped you in the plough ; had a goldfmith catcbed you avhen
you wifited Danae, be awould hawve melted down your god-
Jbip in bis crucible.  Or avhen you courted Leda like a fwan,
avbat if ber father bad put you on the [pit ?

. Jupiter had a mulriplicity of names, either from the
places where he was worfhipped, or the attributes .af~
cribed to him. He had the epithets of Xenius, or the
hofpitable; Elicious on account of his goodnefs and
clemency ;. and Dodonzus on account of the oracular
grove at Dodona, confecrated to him, and. famous thro®
all Greece. : '

Amongft the Romans he had the apellations of Opti-
mus Maximus, on account of his beneficence and power :
Almus, from his cherifhing all things; Stabilitor, from
his fupporting the world; Opitulater from his helping.
the diftrefled ; Stator from his fufpending the flight of
the Romans at the prayer of Romulus ; and Przdator
on account of part of the plunder being facred to him
in all vi&tories. From the temple at the Capitol, on
the Tarpeian gock, he was called Capitolinus and Tar«
peius. When 'a Roman king or general flew an enemy
of the fame quality, the fpoils were offered to him by
the name of Feretrius.

The reign of Jupiter, having net been fo agreeable
to his fubjects as that of Saturn, gave occafion to the
notion of the SiLvEr Ace; by which is meant an age
/ inferior in happinefs to that which preceded, tho’ fuperior
to thofe which followed.

This Father of Gods and Men is commonly figured as
a majeftic man with a beard, enthroned. In his left
hand he holds a viftory, and in his right-hand grafps the
thunder, At his-feet an eagle with his wings difplayed,
The Greeks called him Zws and Ala as the caufenc(.f
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I'fe (8), the Romans, Jupiter, i. e. juvans pater; the aflift-
ing father. ' .
The heathens had amongft their deities different repre-
fentatives of the fame thing, What Vefta, or the Idzan
mother, was to the Phrygians, and Ifis to the Egyptians;
the fame was Jupiter to the Greeks and Romans, the great
fymbol of Ather. So the author of the life of Homer,
.fuppofed to be the elder Dionyfius of Halicarnaffus, and
thé poet himfelf (9). So Ennius, as quoted by Cicero
(n, . o
Lo, the bright Heaw'n, wbich all invoke as Fove !
and Euripides {2). )
: ~ See the fublime expanfe,
The boundlefs Ether, awhich enfslds this ball
" That bold for Fove, the God fupreme o’er all!

.- 'To conclude with the words of Orpheus; Fowve is cmnipo-
tent, be is 1he firft and the lafl 5 the bead and the middle ; the
giver of all things; the foundation of the earth and flarry
beavens: - be is both male and fimale, and immortal.  Fupiter
is the fource of enlivening fire, and 1he Jpirit of all
ehings. . ‘

CHAP. XVL
Of Junwo,

UNO, the fifler and confort of Jupiter, was on that

account ftiled the queen of heaven, and indeed we find
her in the poets fupporting that dignity with an ambitioa
and pride fuitable to the rank fhe bore.

(8) Plato in Cratylo. B . '
(9) Zws di s aiSug, rourise ¥ Fu:ddhg xus "n.’:g,wos u'fm;
Ziss & "vax’ ¥ paris oy by aiipn xds nianen, !
' Opufec. Mytholog. p. 36 & 327.

1) dfpice boe fublime candens, quem invocant omnes Jovem.
2) Vides fublime fufum, immoderatum wthera, . ..
%a' tenero terram civcumjeltu ampleitur,
unc fummum habeto divum ; bunc perbibeto Jovem.
Cicero de Nat. Deorum, 1. 2.

Though
7
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Though the poetical hiftorians agree fhe came into the
world at a birth with her hufband, yet they differas to the
place, fome placing her nativity at Argos, others at Samos
near the river Imbrafus. Some fay fhe was nurfed by Eu-
beza, Porfymna, and Arza, daughtets of the river Afte-
rion; others by the Nymphs -of the ocean. . Otes, an
anticnt poet, tells us fhe was educated by the Horee or
hours : and Homer affigns this puft to Oceanus and Tethys
themfelves., ’

It is faid that this goddefs, by bathing annually in the
fountain of Canatho near Argos, renewed her virginity,
The places wheie fhe was principally honoured were
Sparta, Mycene, and Argos. At this place the facrifice
offered to her confifted of 100 oxen, =

Juno. in a peculiar maaner prefided over marriage and
child-birth ; on the firft occafion, in facrificing to her, the
gall of the viftim was always throwa behind the altar, to
denote no fpleen fhould fubfit between married perfons.
Women were peculiarly thought to be under her prote&ion,
of whom évery one had her Juno, as every man had his
guardian genius. Numa ordered, that if any unchafte-
woman fhould approach her temple, fhe thould offer a fe-
male lamb to expiate her offence. . )

The Lacedemonians ftyled her gophaga, from the goat
which Hercules facrificed to hér. At Elis fhe was called
Hoplofmia, her ftitue being compleatly armed. At Co.
rinth fhe was termed Buncca, from Buno, who ereed a
-temple to her there. She had another at Eubza, to which
the emperor Adrian prefented a magnificent offering,
confifting of a crown of gold, and a purple mantle
embioidered with the marniage of Hercules and Hebe
in filver, and alarge peacock whofe body was gold, and
his tail compofed of piecious ftones refembling the natural
colours. )

Amonglt the Romans, who held her in high venera-
tion, fhe had a multiplicity of names. The chief were:
Lucinv, from her ficft fhewing the light to infants;
Pronuba, becaufe no marriage was lawful without pre-
vioufly invoking her; Socigena and Juga from her in-
troducing the conjugal yoke, and promoting matrimo-
nigl union. Domiduca on accouat of her bringing
e : home
-~
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home the bride; Unxia frem the anointing the door pofts
atr the ceremony. Cinxia from her unloofing the virgin-
zone, or girdle ; Perfe®a, becanfe marriage completes the
fexes; Opigena and Obftetrix from the affiting women in
labour; Populofa, becaule procreation peoples the world
and Sofpita from her preferving the female fex. She was
alfo named Quiritis or Curitis, from a fpear reprefented
in her ftatues and medals; Kalendaris, becaufe of the
facrifices offered her the firft day of every month; and
Moneta from her being regarded as the goddefs of riches
and wealth. .

It is faid when the gods fled into Egypt, Juno difguifed
herfelf in the form of a white cow, which animal was,
on that account, thought to be acceptable to her in her
facrifices. ’

Juno, as the queen of heaven, preferved a good deal of ftate,
Her 'ufual attendants were terror and boldnefs, Caftor
and Pollux, and fourteen nymphs; but her moft faithful
and infeparable companion was Iris, the daughter of Thau-
mas, who, for her furprifing beauty, was reprefented
with wings, borne upon her own rainbow, to denote her
fwiftnefs. She was 1he meflenger of Juno, as Mercury
was of Jove; and at death feparated the fouls of women
from their corporeal chains.,

This goddefs was not the moft complaifant of wives,
We find in Homer, that Jupiter was fometimes obliged
to make ufe of his authority to keep her in due fub-
je&ion. When fhe entered into that famous confpiracy
againft him, the fame author relates, that; by way of
_punifhment, the had two anvils tied to her feet, golden
manacles faftened to her hands, and fo was fufpended in
the air or fky, where fhe hovered, on account of her levit
while all the deities looked on without a poffibility of help.
ing her. By this the mythologifts fay is meant the harmo-
ny and connexion of the air with the earth, and the inabili.
ty of the gods to relieve her, fignifies that noforce, human
or divine, can diffolve the frame or texture of the univerfe.
Accoiding to ‘Paufanias, the temple of Juno at Athens
had neither doors nor roof, to denote that Juno, being
the air in which we breathe, can be iaclofed in no certain
bote.ds.

The
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The implacable arrogant temper of Juno once made her
abandon her throne in heaven, and fly into Eubza.
Jupiter in vain fought a reconciliation, till he confulted
Citheron, king of the Platceans, then accounted the
wileft ot men. By his advice the god drefled up
a magnificent image, feated it in a chariot, .and gave
out it was Platea, the daughter of /Efopus, whom
he defigned to make his queen. Juno upon this refu-
ming her ancient jealoufy, attacked the mock bride, and
by tearing off its ornaments found the deceit, quieted her
ill humour, and was glad to make up the matter with her
hufband. .

Though none ever felt her refentment more fenfibly than.
Hercules, he was indebted to her forhis immortality ; for
Pallas brought him to Jupiter while an infant, who, while
Juno was afleep, put him to her breaft. But the goddefs
waking haftily, fome of her milk falling upon heaven for-
med the milky way. The reft dropped on the earth, where
it made the lillies white, which before were of a fuffron
colour. .

Juno is reprefented by Homer as drawn in a chariot adorn-
ed with precious ftones, ‘the wheels of ebony nailed with
filver, and drawn by horfes with reins of gold; but moft
commonly her car is drawn by peacocks, her favourite bird.
At Corinth fhe was depi&ted in her temple as feated on her
throne, crowned with a pomegranate in one hand, and in
the other a fceptre with a cuckoo attop.  This ftatue was of
gold and ivory.  That at Hierapolis was fupported by lions,
and fo contrived as to participate of Minerva, Venus,
Luna, Rhea, Diana, Nemefis, and the Deftinies, according'
to the different pointsin view, C(he held in one hand a
feeptre, inthe other a diftaff. Her head was crowned with
rays and a tower ; and fhie was girt with the ceftus ef Venus,

As Jupiter is the zther, Juno is the armofphere. She is
female on account of irs foftnefs; andis called the wife and
fifter of the other, to import the intimate conjunétion be-
tween thefe two (3).

(3) Aer autem, ut floici difputant, inter mare & calum, Funomis
. momine confecratur, que eff joror & conjux Jovis, quod & fimilitudo
etheris & cum eo fumma conjunitio. Effeminarunt autem cum,
om}{ue tribuerunt, quod nibil eff eo mollius, Cicero de Mat.

. 2.
CHAP.
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CHAP. XVIL
Of NEPTUNE,

THIS remarkable deity was the fon of Saturn and
. Vefta, or Ops, andthe brother of Jupiter. Some
fay he was devoured by his father, Others alledge his
mother gave him to fome Yhepherds to be brought up a-
mongft the lambs, and pretending to be delivered of a
foal, gave jt inftead of him to Saturn. Some fay his
nurfe’s name was Arno ; others, that he was brought up
by his fiffer - Juno.

His moft remarkable exploit was bis affifting his bro-
ther Jupiter in'his expeditions, for~which that god, when
he arrived at the fupreme power, affigned him the fea
and the iflands for his empire. Others imagine he was
admiral of Saturn’s fleet, or rather, according to Pam-
phus, generalifimo of his forces by fea and land.

‘The favourite wife of Neptune was Amphitrite, whem
he courted a long time to no purpofe, till he fent the
dolphin to intercede for him, who fucceeding, the god
in acknowledg ment placed him amidft the ftars. By
her he had Triton, Neptune had two other wives, the
one called Salacia, from the falt-water, the other Ve-
nilia, from the ebbing and flowing of the tides. .

Neptune is faid to be the firft inventor of horfeman-
fhip and chariot-racing. Hence Mithridates, king of
Pontus, threw charlots drawn by four horfes into the
fea in honour of him, and the Romans inftitnted horfe-
races in the Circus during his feftival, at which time all
horfes left working, and the mules were adorned with
wreaths of flowers. Probably this idea of Neptune arofe
from the famous controverfy between him and Minerva,
when they difputed who fhould give name to Cecropia,
The god by ftriking the earth with his trident pro-
duced a horfe. Pallas raifed an olive-tree, by which
fhe gained the vi&ory, and the new city was from her
called Athems. But the true meaning of this fable is
a thip, not a horfe ; for the queftion really was, whe-
ther the Athenians fhould apply themfelves to naviga-
tion or agriculture, and as they naturally inclined to the

fuft, it was neceflary to fhew them their miftake, by con-
con-

-
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convincing them that hufbandry was preferable to fail-

ing. However, it is certain Neptune had fome fkill
in the managemeat of horles : for we find in Pamphus,
the moft antient writer of divine hymns, this encomium

of him, Fhat be was the benefaltor of mankind in befiowing

on them borfes, and fbips with decks refemnbling towers, ‘
When' Neptune was expelled heaven for his confpiracy
againft Jupiter, he fled with Apollo to Laomedon, king
ot Troy : but he treated them differently : for having
employed them in raifing walls roynd this.city, in which
the lyre of Apollo was highly ferviceable, he paid that

deity divine honours, whereas he difmiffed Neptune un-
rewarded ; who, in revenge, fent a vaft fea monfter to
lay wafte the country, to appeafe which Laomedon iwas |

forced to expofe his daughter Hefione, ..

On another occafion this deity’ had a..conteft” with
Vulcan and Minerva in regard to their fkill. The god-
defs as a proof of her’s made a houfe, Vulcan erefted

a man, and Neptune a bull; whence that apimal was .

ufed in the facrifices paid him. Butitis probable,. that
as the vittim was-to be black, the defign was to" point
out the raging quality and fury of the fea, over which
he prefided. :

Neptune fell little fhort of his brother Jupiter in point
of gallantry. Ovid, in his epiftles, has given a carta-
logue of his miftrefles. By Venus he had a fon called
Eryx.. Nor did he affume lels different fhapes to fucceed
in his amours. Ceres fled him in the form of a mare ; he
purfued in that of a horfe; but it is uncertain whether
this union produced the Centaur, called QOrion, or a
daughter, Under the refemblance of the river Enipeus,
he debauched Tyro, the daughter of Salmoneus, who
bore him Pelias and Neleus. In the fame difguife hs
‘begot Othus and Ephialtes, by Ephimedia, wife of the
giant Aloees. Melantho, daughter of Proteus, often
diverting herfelf by riding on a dolpin, Neptune in

that figure furprifed and enjoyed her. He changed

‘T'heophane, 2 beautiful virgin, into an ewe, and affuming
the form of a ram, begot the golden fleeced ram, which

carried Phryxus to Cholchis, In the likenefs of a bird he

had Pegafus by Medufa,
‘ He
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He was not only fond of his power of transforming
himfelf, but he took a pleafure in beftowing ir on his
favourites: Proteus his fon poffefled-it in a high degree.
He conferred it on Periclimenus, the brother of Neitor,
who was at laft killed by Hercules, as he watched him
in the form of a fly. He even obliged his miftrefles
with it, We find an inftance of this in Metra, the
daughter of Erifichton. Her father for cutting down an
oak-grove confecrated to Ceres was punithed with fuch an
infatiable hunger, that to fupply 'it -he was forced to fell
all he.had. His daughter upon this intreated of bher lov-
er the power of changing her .form at pleafure; fo that
becoming fometimes a mare, a cow, or a fheep, her father
fold her to relieve his wants, while the buyers were ftill
cheated in their purchafe. Having ravifhed Canis, to

zppeafe her he piomifed her any fatisfattion, on which -

fhe defired to be torned into a man, that flre might no
more fuffer the like injury. Her requeft was granted,
and by the name of Czueus fhe became a famous war-
rior. :

Neptune was a confiderable deity amongft the Greeks,
He had a temple in Arcadia by the name of Proclyftius,
i or the owver-fower; becaufe at Juno’s requeft, he de-
livered the country from an inundation. He was called
Hippius, Hippocourius, and Taraxippus, from his re-
gulation of horfemanfhip. The places moft celebrated
for his worfhip wete Tznarus, Corinth, and Calabria,
which laft country was peculiarly dedicated to him. He
had alfo a celebrated temple at Rome, enriched with
many naval trophies; but he received a fignal affront
from Auguftus Cazfar, who pulled down his ftatue, in
refentment for a tempeft, which had difperfed his flcet
and endangered his life, Some think Neptune the fame
with the antient god Cenfus worfhiped at Rome, and
fo called from.his advifing Romulus to the rape of the
Sabines.

Let us now examine thé mythological fenfe of the

fable. The Egyptians, to denote navigation, and the
annual return of the Phanician flcet which vifited their
coaft, ufed the figure of an Ofiris carried on a winged
horfe, or holding a three-forked fpear or harpoon in
his hand, To this image they gave the names of

Pofeidon.

ol
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Pofeidon (4), or Neptune (5), which the Greeks and
Romans afterwards adopted ; but which fufficiently prove
this deity had his birth here. Thus the maritime Ofiris
of the Egyptians, became a new deity with thofe who knew
not the meaning of the-fymbol, But Herodotus, lib. ii.
is pofitive that the Greeks received not their knowledge
of Neptune from the Egyptians, but from the Lybians.
The former received him not till afterwards, and even
then, however they- might apply the figure to civil pur-
pofes, paid him no divine honours. However, according
to Plutarch, they called the maritime coaft’ Nepthen.
Bochart thinks he has found the origin of this god in the
perfon of Japhet; and has given reafons which render
the opinion very probable. R .

Neptune reprefented as god of the fea, makes a con-
fiderable figure. He is defcribed with black or dark hair,
his garment of an azare or fea-green colour, feated in a
large fhell drawn by whales or fea horfes, with his trident
in his hand (6), attended by the fea gods Palemon,
Glaucus, and Phorcys; the fea goddeffes, Thetis, Melita,
and Panopcea, and a long train of tritons and fea nymphs.
In fome antient gems he appears on fhore ; but always
holding in his hand the three-forked tridenr, the emblem
of his power, as it is-called by Homer and Virgil, who
have given us a fine contraft with regard to its ufe,
The antient poets all make this infirument of érafi ; the
modern painters of filver,

(4) From Payb, plenty, or provifions, and Fedaim the fea-coaft ;
or the provifion of the maritime countries, .

(5) xE‘rom Nouph, to difturb or agitate, and Oni, a fleet, which
forms Neptoni, the arrival of the fleet. . .

(6) Some, by a far fetched allufion, imagine the triple forks of
the trident reprefent the three-fold power of Neptune in diffurb-
ing, moderating or cabming the feas. Others his power over falt wa-
ter, frefh-water, and thatof lakes or pools.

“CHAP
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Of PruTo.

WE now come to the third brother of Jupiter, and
not the leaft formidable, if we confider his power
and dominion. He was alfo the fon of Saturn and Ops,
and when his viGtorious brother had eftablithed himfelf
in the throne, he was rewarded with a fhare in his fa-
ther’s dominions, which, as fome authors fay, was the
eaftern continent and lower part of Afia. Others make
his divifion lie in the Weft, and that he fixed his refidence
in Spain, which being a fertile country, and abounding in
mines, he was efteemed the god of wealth-(7).

Some imagine that his being regarded as the ruler of
the drad, and king of the infernal regions, proceeded
from his firft teaching men to bury the deceafed, and
inventing funeral rites to their honour. Others fay he
was a king of the Moloflians in Epirus, called Aidoneus
Orcus, that he ftole Proferpine his wife, and kept a dog
called Cerberus, who devoured Pirithous, and would have
ferved Thefeus in the fame manner, if Hercules had not
timely interpofed to fave him,

The poets relate the matter differently: They tell us
that Pluto chagrined to fee himfelf childles and un-
married, while his two brothers had large families,
mounted his charior to vifit the world, and arriving in
Sicily, chanced to view Proferpine, with her compa-
nions, gathering flowers (8). Urged by his paffion he
forced her into his chariot, and drove her to the river
Chemarus, through which he opened himfelf a paffage
back to the realms of night. Ceres, difconfolate for
the lofs of her beloved daughter, lighted two torches at
the flames of Mount /Etna, and wandered through the
world in fearch of her; till hearing at laft where fhe
was, fhe carried her complaint to Jupiter, who on her
repeated folicitations, promifed that Proferpine fhould

05‘7) ‘The poets confounded Pluto, the god of hell, with Plutus,
god of riches ; whereas they are two very diftinét deities, and were
always fo confidered by the antients.

(8) In the valley of /Enna, necar mount Etna. b
e
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be reflored to her, provided fhe had not yet tafted any
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