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To HIS GRACE 

HEN R _ Y, 
DUKE OF B·EAUFORT .. 

, MAY IT PLEASE YOUR GRAeF.; 

~~T has been long objeCted to 
~ 'the modern method of edu-

cation, that fo great and va­
luable a part of. youth is fpent a­
midft theruins of idolatry; whence 
an early taint and corruption, ·(hard 
to be got over) both in principles 
and morals, has fometimes enfued. 
Indeed the heathen theology is fo 
interwoven with the writings of 

, the antients, and makes fo large a 
part of c1afficallearaing efpecially, 
as to be utterly infeparable from it. 
He, therefore, who {hall effectual-
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lydive1l:.it-of the marvellous, leaJing 
it~mtipnaI..and accouJltable,and;-at 
the ·'faIne time, Inake the. whole 
fu'bf~rvient to the caufe ·of virtue 
and1 true, religion, will be, allowed. 
to . ha ve rendered an acceptable [er-
v i£e tornankind. . . 

Such ',vas the attempt of the in­
genious author of this work.: It muf1: 
he ;admi,tted, that he has, in gr~at 
pari [ucceeded. H.ad he' lived to re.!. 
·viCe it carefully, and to prepare it 
for another edition, all foreign affif.,.· . 
. tancehad pr.obablyboon needlefs. 
As it·i~,. what.{ee~ed: wantipg, .QE 

.the effect of, inadvertency ~ ·error,. 
I have endeavo~red to'. fupply and' 
amend~ .. , , .. 

. t 1 ! ,-:.; ~-:, T ': • :. • l' .'. ,,' , .. ,", J • 

. H.aving thus done. :wha't I could . 
'for: thiS adopted offspring, . it is· time 
that.1 rec9nlmend it toa .better and 

more 



D E DIe A T ION. ' v 

. more , able -benefactor, whoJe. ffir- . 

. ther fupport may be of ufe towards' 
its fettlement in' the world. . ·And' 
my acquaintance with the goodnefs 
of your GR.ACE'S fpirit on many oc-, 

. caftons, lc~ves me no room to· 
doubt, that you will take this or­
phan alfo into your protection • 

. . :Il1dtbted to your GRACE '$ illu.C­
.ttious, houfe for'all that I am, : t~i­
ther -every grateful confideratioll is' 
w.ont to direct my views and a~cc­
ti<?DS. An apprehenfion which- then 
firock ,me, that fuch a perfo~mance 
Jlright; ~e particularly ferviceable ~o 
yout GR.A·CE, firft i~clined me t-o 
lifteD to;- the overtures which were 
made for preparing another and 
Inore c~mple.te edjt~on of this work; 
againft which my little lcifure, fronl 
other-important avocatIons, had elfe 
determi~e~ :Dle .. When, therefore, 

A "3 . I fat 
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Ii fat -down to examine the contents 
'of it, :~nd· faw evi~ently the gene­
'ral ufefulnefs 0'£ thedefign, I could 
with-hold no longer the little affif- . 
ranee . which I was capable of giv .. 
ing. Your GR.ACE'S name will bring 
it to the public tefl. If then it !hall 
appear in forne fort to anfwer the 
~ntent, and be poffeffed of intrinfic 
worth ~nough· to {ave it, . I {hall 
. find 'my great and leading'. expec­
tation anfwered in the' fame degree'; 
whiCh was, that it might be ~tn'­
proved into fomething. agr~~able 
and ufefQl to your 'ORAcE';an end, 
which· will' ever principally' com-

. mand the attention of, .". '.' ' 
. :. ~ J • 

. : May:it pleafeyoUl' GRACE, 

Y-our GRACE'S moO: dutiful, 
, :. . , .. :' i I ;.j ~ . 

" And devoted 'humble; 5.etvant,. , 
_". ~ l 
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• pi-~,E have, here no defignto rallo the re­
, t:\. w l!I putati5)n of this WOt k, by d~precjating 
, ~ the many others that have already been 
"; .publifued on this fubjeCl:; it is fufficient for us to 
J:~" that we. have .followed a plan entirely new, 

and, at the fame tune, fuch an one as appeared 
, , to·llS much more nfeful, more rational, and lefs 
': dry than any that has gone before it. ' 
d (I, , . I , " .' • 

. . :: ' A'5 all works of this kind muil: neceitariJy 
.. !Y confiJl: of materials colleCted from 0'. her authors, 
, , ' :I)pexpenc~" DQ Jabol,lrhas been [pAred; the mon 
"celebratedworks on this fubject have been con­

fulted and compared ~ilh each'9ther, and it has 
frequently happ~nc:d, that fcatteted hints, widely 
difperfed,have fetvcd 10 clear up tbe : moil dif­
ficult and intricate mc!\nings, to a degree of de­
mOnnnldWl;' but amongft all the authors to 
whiCh we have had ,recourre, wei JOlufi here par­
tkula,rly acknpwledge the grea~ ~dvantage we 
have received froo;t tpat jngen~ous gentleman. tqe 
Ab~e "Pluche, ~n! his hiftory of the heaven~ • 

. But' 'as that learned and valuable writer teelns 
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vill PRE F A C & 
now and then to have carried miltters a little too 
far, the reader will find lc:fs ufe made of him, 
than in the firft edition. We have been care­
ful to allow all things to evidence and reafon ~ 
but as little as might be to conjecture. Wc"have 
alfo received fome ufeful hints from the Abbe 
Banier's mythology. But it behoves us efpf'­
dallYt to acknowledge the great fervice \\hich 
we have re~eived from the writings of the learned, , 
Bochart. Pignorius, Cafalim, Kircber; Lipfius, 
Montfaucon. and others, who have proferred to 
treat of the Phrenician, Egyptian, Greek and 
Roman antiquities. . 

Some acquaintance with the heathen gods and 
the antient fables, is a neceffary branch of polite 
learning, as without this it is impoffibJe to obtain 
a ,competent know ledge of the claffies, impoffibJe 
to form a judgment of antique medals, flattles 
or paintings. or eVejl to underftand the perf or.' , 

. mances of the moderns in thefe polite arts. . 

'Heflce thefe {ludies have been generally ef­
tee~ed necetrary f?r t~e improv~ment of youth ~ 
but to works of thIS kmd, ftiffictent care has not 
been taken to unfold the origin of the heathen 
gods~ ~hicb hasgeneralJy bee~ miftaken .. Scme 
imaglDmg that they.had been kings and pnnces ; 
0: hers, that they- were the various parts of nature; 
and others, that they were the patriarchs and' 
heroes of the Jewifh nation. But each of there 
have been found equally contrary to truth, when 
applied to the Pagan theology, though fome ~f 

, thelr 
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their fabl<tS have betn embellHhed with many 
circmnftanees related in the· Mofilic hiftory. In 
'\'Iorks of· this kind, no care has hitheno been 
tJken to give rhe leaft intimation of abundance 
of c;ircunlftances neceffary to be known; and a 
perfon reads the hiftory of the gods without 
finding any thing added, that can help him to 
unravel the myfteries he- meets with'in every page, 
or to entertain-the leaft idea of the reiigion of 
their-wodhipers.. .' 

The Greeks were entirely ignorant 'as to the 
origin of thdr gods, and incapable of tranfmit. 
ting their hiftory to pofierity. Herodotus in­
forms us, that the gods of the 'Greeks were ori. 
ginallv brought·from Egypt and Phrenicia, where 
they' had tbc:m the .. objeas of religious worfhip 
before: any colonies from thefe countries fettIed 
in Greece.. ·We ought then to fearch in. Egypt 
and Phamicia: for the origin of the gods; for 
the gods.1Wboie.worlhip was chiefly promoted by 
the Egyptians, and carried by the" Phrenicians 
OV¢I III :tfte'·-coafts. of the world then known. 
Th~ 6i-a Egyptians,' unacquainted 'with letters,' 
g~ve a,U·.tb4:informations to the peop'e,·all: the; 
r.~.flf,dleir cOillduct, by ereding figure'S, eaftly. , 
u~rAood._!llnd which ferved as rutes and orders; 
n~c~DM~l~Q.mglllate their behaviour., andas-ad,.. , 
v~r~mQ~ ,·10. provide .for their·own. farelY •• A. 
veryfel'f .Qg\ltt!$ deYem6ed by ?What. they held in 
their ha$ds". pr carried on .their heads,. were·fuf •. 
6~ie.nt.fo,r this purpofe. Thefe. were inge.nioos 
cOAu-iv:.uu:es, ,.and. f urh a.s :wtre ~bfolutdy ru:cef-i 

- fay' 
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fary in a country, where the Ie aft mifiake in point· 
of time was fufficient to ruin all their affairs. 

But thefe Egyptian (ymbols, giving way to the­
eafy method of reaping inftruCtion from the ufe· 
of~etrers, which were afterwards introduced, foon-· 
b,came obfolete. and the memory of iome par­
ticular virtues fiill remaining, they were revered 
as'th.c images or reprefentations of fuperior and. 
friendly beings, who had frequently delivered 
them from impending dangers, and roon were 
worfhiped as the gods ef their fa,hers. Their 
hiftories were wrote in verre, and embellifhed 
with fiCtions founded on antient traditions. Thc 

. priefts of difftrent countries increafed the delu­
fion; they had read the Mofaic piftory, or, at 
leaft, had heard that the. fans of God had con­
"erfation with the daughtet'S e£ men ~ and from, 
hence, influenced by luft or avarice, cloaked: 
their own debaucheries, and fometimes thofe of 
princes and great men,. under thofe of a god~: 
and the poets~ whenever a princefs failed in point. 
of modefty, had recourle. to the fame method, 
in order to {belter her reputation from vulgar 
£cnfure-.. By this. means thc deities in after times 
were {aid to 'live in various countries, and even 

- in far diftant ages. Thus there became three 
hundred J upiters, an opinion derived from there 
bring a number of places in which, in different 
.ges, Jupiterwas faid to have lived, reigned, and 

. performed fame extraordinary aaions, which an­
nent fable~, the fiaions at the poets, and the 
artifices of the priefts had r~ndercd famous. ~Ut 
. .' '. . ,. '. .. nocwlth;. 
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notwithftanding all thefe fables, Jupiter was al­
ways acknowledged by the wifeO: heathens to be 
impeccable, immortal, the author of life, the uni­
verfal creator, and the fountain of goodncfs. 

. This {cherne' is here carried on and explained 
with refpeCl: to each heathen deity, and added to 
~d~~~n hiftories anel fables of the gods and 

. ':Iq. thldhort Differtation on the Theology of 
~tie Andents, we have fhewn the rife of idolatry. 
'atuJits' c()hnexiQn with the antient fymbols. Wf} 
~.e tJiete"exhibited the (entiments of the Pagans 
.'!ic'h' ~g~d,to the unity of .the deity~ !lnd the 
c~rle~iqns they afcribe to him, from the con­
~~Jren~ ,~~i\itnony of. the philofophers in various 
~~, ,amongft the. Egyptians, Greeks and Ro­
'mans •. And the whole is concluded with a 1hort 
~~ount Qf the progrefs of idolatry. ' 
~ l, ."=~ •• " . 

lr~flO t~6'.Dinert~tionon the' Mythology of the 
J\nt.lents,. 'we ~ave endeavoured to a,::count for the 
rife of ~.variety of fables from the licence of ~:" 
,tr1~ 'qnlbCUifhing the common incidents of life, 
'bi Perfona~ipg inanimate beings, ,introducing fic­
litious:,~mra~ers, and fU,Pernatural agents. We 
~~Ye';lP.ven the hiftoryof . the .creation of the 
.w9r1d. the ftate of innocence, the fall of man, 
t~ univerfal deluge, &c. aCicording to" the tra~ 

. ditions of different nations, and the o?,iniollS of 
~ poets. and. moO: eminent philofophers. and 
co~pai.ed them with the account ginn by Mofes. 

. I. 
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. In {bort, we have here given a view of their re­
ligious, as wtIl as moral fentiments. 

To the whole.is added, by way of Appendix, 
a rational account of the various luperftitiousob. 
fervances of aftrology, and the manner by which 
influences and. powers became afcribed to the 
figns and planets; of prodigies, auguries, the 
aufpices and oracles ;of altars, facred groves, and 
facrifices; of p~iefts and temples, &c. In which 
the origin of each is pointed out, and the'w hole 
jpte~rperfed with fucl1 moral refleClions, as have 
a tendency to preferve the minds of youth from' 
the infeCtion of fuperftitious follies, and to give 
them fuch fundamental principles, as may be of 
the greateft fervice in helping them to form jun 
ideas of the manners, principles, and conduct of 
the heathen nations. 

THE 

I. . 
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THE 

THE 0 LOG Y and H IS TOR Y 

OFT HE 

H E A T H E N s, 
EXPLAINED .and ILLUSTRATED. 

C HAP. I. 

Of CHAOS. 

fI)<x~ E S 10 D, the firll: author of the fabulous 
.X H X fyllem of the ereation, Legins his genealogf 
X )< of dIe gods with Chaos. Incapable of con. 
\c.)()<~ ceiving .how fomething could be produl:ed 
from nothing. he atferted the eternity of matter, and 
inlagined w himCelf d confuCed mals lying ill the womb 
of nature, whidl contained thcptincipLs of all beill8s, 
and which afterwards riling by degrees into order and 
harm,my, at length produced the uoiverfe. Thus the 
Hea'ben poets endeavoured to aCl:ount for the origill 
of the world; of which they knew fo litt~, that it is 
no wonder they difguired rather than iIlufirated the· 
fuhjett in their writings. We find Virgil reprcCenting . 
Chaos a< one of the infernal deities, Inrl O\'id, Rt his 
6rft fc:tlin~ out in the M~lam()rphofis. or tramfollna­
rion of the Gods, givil1j! a vt:ry poetiol piCture of that 
diforderly ftate in .... hilh all the ch:ments lay blende~ 

B without 
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·2 FABULOUS HISTORY OF 
witllotit order or difiinflion. It is eary to fee, under 
al1 this confufion and perplexity, the remains of troth; 
the aptient tradition ot the creation being obfcured with I 

a multiplicity of images. and allegories, became ari in- ! 

exhauftible fund for fiction to improve upon, and fwtlIed 
the heathen theology into an unmeafurable compa(s; ! 

fo th;it, if! this. fenfe,. Cbaos may indeed be prop~lly ftiled 
.the father of the gods. 

Though it does not feem eafy to give a p'flure, or • 
Eraphical rep ref entation of Chaos, a modern painter (I) I 

·has bern fo bold to attempt it. Beyond the clouds, 
-which compofe the body of his piece, he has rrpre­
,fented an immenfe abyfs of darknrfs, and in the clouds 
;an odd medley of water, earth, fire, fmoke, winds, &c. 
But he has uAluckily thrown the figns of the Zodiac 
into his work, and ,thereby fpoiled bis whole defign. 

Our great Milton in. a noble and mafterly manner 
has painteG the frate in which matter lay before the 
creation. 

On hlll'V'II~ gr •• ,,' Ihty jh.,. all' fr- tbe jhorl 
CJ'hty IfJ;f<W , tbe 'V1l}/ u"",eafo,.a{," ./;y/s 
Outrilgeoul III a./la, darl, qVlljlifu'. v.:i14. 
Up frDm thl /;0110111 lur,," 6, furiDul winds I 
.An'forging wa'VtI, as m~.nfains, ttl {lJlault ' I 
Hea-u'"s beigbt. ,,,,. IfA:ilb the (enter mix the IDle. 

BOQk VII. I. US. I 

C HAP •. II. 
Of CJ£L.VS and TER.IlA. 

CJB L US, or Uranus, as he was called by the Greeks, 
is faid to be the offspring of Gaia or Terra. This 

gOddefs had given him birlh. tbat fhe might be fur. 
rounded and covered by him. and that he might affqrd 

(I) The JlIlit!ter's name was Abraham Diepmbeke. He was 
born at Bois Ie Due. and for fome time ftudied under Peter Paul 
R,bens. M. MeyCens, in his book entitled De Images de Paintres, 
gives him the cha~ler of a great artid, eCpecially In painting 01\ 
glafs. The piece abovementioned has been confidered by moil: 
people as a very fngconious i'lmhle,. ami 'tis. plain the painter him­
felf was fond of It; for he Wl'Ote his name In the mars to complete 
:the tonfulbn. ' . 

a manfion 
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THE H E . .A T'H ENG 0. D S. 3 
• mannon for the gods. She next bore Quln, or the 
mountains, the refidence of the wood-nymphs; .and, 
lalUy, fbe became the mother of Pelagus, or the ocean. 
After this fbe: married. her fon Uranus, and had by him 
a numerous offspring, among whom were Oceanus, 
Czus, Creus, Hyperion, Japhet, Theis, Rhea, The­
mist Mnemofyne,. Pba:be. Tethys, ~aturn, the tbree 
cyclops, viz. Bronte.,' lHeropes, and Arges; and the 
gian" Cottes. Gyges, and Briareut. Tena, bowever, 
was not fo ,ftricUy beuAd by her cORjugal vow, for b; 
Tartarus fbe had Typhseus, or Typhon. the great enemy 
of Jupiter. Caelus having, for fome offence, impriforied 
the cyclops, his wife. to levenge herfelf, incited her fon 
Saturn, who by her aftiftance took the opportunity to 
callrllte his father llI/ith an inftrume.ot fh:e furniJhed him 
with. The blood of the wound produced the three fu­
ries, the giants and the wood. nymphs. The genital 
parrs, which felt into the Cea, impregnating the waters, 
formed Venus, the moft potent, and charming of the 
godddrt:s. . 

According to LaEhntiu" Ca:lus was an ambiticms 
and mighty prince, who, aff.:cHng grandeur, called him­
felf tbe J!n of the fl.1, which title, hi, (on. Saturn .~Q. 
afl'llmed 10 hIS turn .. But D,odorus makes Uranus the 
lirft monarch of the' Atlantides, a nation inhabiting the 
weftern coalt of Afria, and famous for commerce and 
hofpitality. From his 1kill in alb'onomy, the Par,.! 
;'tllve"s were caned by his name, and for his equity and 
beneficence he was denominated lillg of tht UflMJtrje. 
Nor was his queen Titea lef5 efteemcd f.Jf her wifdom 
and goodnefs; \yhich after her death procured her the 
bonour of being deified by the name of Terra. She is 
reprefEnted in the fame manner as Vdla, of whom we 
thall have ~ccafion to fpeak more particular,I),. 

" . C HAP. III. 

,; Of 'HYJ'F~IQN aud TijIIA., 

T HEL-\, ~r Balilea, fucceecled her parents, Cl':'U! 
., 1I1td· :r-eTl"S, in -the throne: ~ \Vas ~markabl;; for 
her m"dellyl !arui (cha£hey;: bllt, being dew-ous of heirs, 
:.. B2 fbe 
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fhe married Hy~rion her brother, to whom file bore 
Helios and Selene (the fun and moon), as alfo a ferond 
daughter, called Aurora (or the morning); but-the bro­
thers of 'rheia confpiring againft her, hufband, caufed 
)'im to be affaffinattd, and drowned her' (on Helios in 
the ri'er Eridanus (z). Selene, who was extremely fond 
of her brother, 00 hearing his fatr, precipitated herftlf 
from a high tower. 'They were both raifed to the fides. 
and 'Theia, after wandering diftra8ed. at laft difappeared 
in a ftorm of ,thunder and lightening. After her death I 

the confpirators divided t,he kingdom. . 
Hifiorians fay, that Hyrerion, was a famous aftrono­

mer, who, on account 0 his difcol/erillg the motio."s 
of the celtftial bodies, and particularlr the two' great 
luminaries of Heaven.. was called the father of tbore 
plallets. 

C HAP. IV. 

Of OCEAI/US and Tt;THYs. 

T' It I S deity was one of the eldell f('lns or Ca:lus 
and 'Terra, and married his filler Tt,thys. bdides 

whom Ill' had feveral other \\ ives. Each' of thun pof­
ftffed an hundred woods and as mar.y rivtlS. By 
Tethys he had Ephyrf, who was marched to Epime­
l11eu5, and Plrione the wife of Atlas. He had feveral 
olher daughters and fons, whofe n'ames it would be 
rndlefs to enumerate, and indeed they are only thofe of 
the principaltivers of the world. 

Two of the wives of Oceanus were Pamphyloge and 
Partbenope.By the fitft he had two daughters, Alia 
ana lybia;' aDd by the laft, two more called Eur<'pa 
and Thracia, who gave their names to the countrits fo 
dt'nomin8ted. He had alfo a daughter, alltd Cpph)'la. 
who educated Neptune. and thrte fans, viz. Tripto­
lemus, the favourite of Ceres, NtrfUS, \\ho prpfidpd 
over faIt waters, and Acbelous, the deity of fountains 
and rivers. 

(,..) This fcems copied from the ftery ef Phaeton. 
.:rhe 



THE H EAT HEN GOD S. 5 
The ancients regarded Oceanus as the father of god, 

and men. on account of the OCtCan'5 encompaffing the 
earth with his waws, and becJufe he was the principle 
of that radical moifture diffufed througb "niverfal matter. 
without whi~h, acclPrding to Thales. nothing could either 
be produced or fubJifl:. 

Homer makes Juno vifit him' at the remoteft limits of 
the earth. and acknowledge him and Tethys as' the 
parents of the gods, adding that lhe h~r(elf had been 
brought up und~r thdr tuition. 

Oceanus was depiCled WIll a buU's head, to reprefent, 
the rage anJ bellowing uf ,the ocean when a,itated bl 
fiorms. 

C HAP. V. 

Of AUROA and TITHOHUS. 

W E have' already obferyed. that this goddefs was 
tbe youngeft daughter of Hyperion and Theia., 

By the Greeks file was ftiled ~","; 'Bnd by the Latins 
Aurora, on account of her bright or golden colour. 
and the dew which attends her. Orpheus calls her the 
harbinger of Titan, becaufe the dawn befpeaks the 
approach of the Sun; others make her the daughter of 
Titan and the eartb. She fell in love with a beautiful 
youth named 'Cephal us. (whom' fome fuppofe 'to be the 
(ame with fun) by whom fbe had , Phaeton. She 
bad 'alfo an amour with Orion, whom fbe fid1: faw a 
hunting in the woods. and carried him with her to 
Delos. By Aftreas her hulband, one of the Titans, 
the had the fiars, and the fout winds, Argeftes. Ze­
pbyrus. Boreas, and Notos. But her greatelt favourite 
was Tithonus, to whom fhe bore lEmathiOIl and 
Memnon. This young Prince fbe rranfported 10 Delos. 
thence to lEthiopia, and laft into Heaven. 'where fue 
,obtained for him. from the delHnies, the gift of immor. 
tality; but at the fame time forgot to add youth. which 
alone could render the pre(ent valuable. Tithonus 
grew old, and (0 decripit as to be rocked to fieep like 
an infant. His miftrefs. not being able to procure 

B 1 death, 
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death, to end his mifery changed him int!> a grars-hopper ;. 
an inrea which by carting its tkin renews its youth, ana 
ia its chirping fiill relains tRe loquacity of old age. 

The hifiorians r.1Y, that Thnen')s was a great im­
prOVfr of aftronnmy, and !Ired to nit: btfore nlorning to 
make his obfenalions. Th"y add, that his vigilance' 
and temperance Wi:re rewarded with' a long Ji/e; but. 
w-hen the infirmities of old age came on at Jaft, Aurora •• 
by the help of oriental drugs, leftored him to health .and 
vigour. Thus have they done jufiice to the falubrity 
of the morning. This prince is raid to have reigned ill 
Media, '",he're he' founded the city of Sura on the river 
Choar"e!, which became afterwards the feat of the Per.' 
(Jan emp:re. 
" , 'Tlie1iory-6f Cephaliis is reJateddHl'erently. "He 'was 
the nephew of ...Eolus, and had oluried Procris, daugh. 
ter of Erichtheus, king of Athens Aurora feeing him 
(lften early in the woods" intent on his fport. conceived 
a violent pamon for llim, " and carried him' with her to 
Heaven, where ihe in. vain, ur«:\ all, her ar~'to"~~~ 
him to violate hIs conjugal vow. "1'~le prince, as 'flqa 
of his wife. 'as the' goddels was of. hilD~ rem~in,d. ine~1'! 
orably faithful. Aurora therefore, to undeceive hi .... 
lent him to, Proeris in the dirguife of a merchan" to,· 
tempt her confianey by large "rerents: . this artifice 
fucceeded. lind "juft when his fpoure was·on t~e point. 
of yielding. the unhappy hufba,nd difcovered himfelf, and 
Proeris flc,(I to the ~oods. to hide her /hame.. But being 
afrelwards reconciled, {he made Cepbalus ;ll pre.lil;lt o~ 
ah ullerring dart. A prefent like this inqeafed his in-' 
clinatian to, 'hunting, and prOVt~ doubly fat~ to. the, 
donor. It happened the young pnnce, 0110 day, wearied 
with his toil, fdt down in the woods, and calltd for 
Aurora, or the gent,Ie breeze, to cool him (3): tbis, 
being overheard, was carried to Procris, who, though, 
inconftant, was' woman enough to be if:alous,: wftlf':' 
cnced by this pafiion {he followed her hu.fb~d. and 

(3) In 'a capitai pi8ure, near the Haa:ue, this goddefs is repre­
rented in a golden chariotdrawil by wllite horfes winged; on,her 
head is the morning ftar, and /he IS attended by Pha:bus and tbe 
.awn. " 

concealed 



TH H T N o 
concealed herfelf in a thicket, where {be could obfl!rve 
h7s mutions. U!1~uc~ily !he noire Ole made alarmed her 
£m{baiifYi who trkfmk±ii}; fomi; "ild };""ft by 
difcharged the infallible arrow, and pierced her to dte 
heart. 

Mr~ Yope ramo lines f'pfm a 
Pefign, painteP with this flofY, has 
caey and judgment applied it: . 

fati his 0"0 
his ifliioted rlcli-

fA"±', ~tfrd" air /E fli~J/1 jh1h·0""tI jaiiif 
While ·Procris panted in tbepfCrtl/bade; . 

ge"d" air, the fair", Dilia ,ries, 
al ff'" jeel (war" txpi,ifffl Yies. 

Lo INt gl.d gales o'er 'all ber btauli~s Jlra.1' 
Breathe 0" her lips. and in her 60/0m pIa) ! 

Delia', halld toy i, f~'ta/ ffffh, 
Nor could t bat faMetrk dart more fUTlIy 'WIlt.!IIY, 

Both gt:~ d1irul1ive ;; ~t:t~; l';f~'; . . . 
~DD th;, brigln trkejlrOYf" JWII, . I 

At ra~dom w,0unds, no~ Imows I~' wounds foe givtl i. , . 

V/l·Wf ;:::!':?f~:;;:;th "ff::!~;" :' : 
T~re is no godders' of whom we have fQ' mMY b~a~: 

fiful in poet" as AUAca.. Indeed is 
no wonder they are luxuriant on this fu bjef"t,as tbere 
is per"haps no" theme in nature .which affoc~s. rue,h an 
nxtenS!no field Inc or ii£fntlnn the ""ned DlDU-
iies of the miiiTfing, ;tppm8eh fiYems exhHir£!te 
and enliven the whole animal creario.q: 

C HAP. V. 

ATI~!!~, . 

A TfeAS was the f;~O:Ilt~:~:~s ~dt~;Yf~jfu~f!a~ 
his father's Msmdtani!! fell his illlSDS'If. 
where he gave his own name to that mountain, which 
full b"UIS it. As ha was illlreatly fkilledin A ftrozlmiiY, 
he btDiimc the; iilft 1D£entol' af the I's]here, £ahich aave 

B 4 "" "" rife 
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ri(~ to the fable, of his fi'ppnrting the heavens on his 
fuould~rs. He had many children. Of his (ons the 
n10ft famou~ was Hefperus, (Tooke calls him his bro. 
thH, p. 3%5) who rl'i/ln'd u.me time in Italy, which 
flom him was called Hefperia. It is faid, this prince 
being on mount ,Atlas to obC< rve the motion of the fiars. 
'was carried away by a tempeft, and, in hon("lur to his 
memory, the morning Itar wu aflnwards called by his 
name. He l~ft thlee daughters lEgl~, Arethufa, and 
HefperithuAl, who went by the gelleral appellation of 
Hefperides, and were po1kfs'd of thofe famous gardens 
",);:rich bore golden fruit. and were guarded by the 'igi­
lance of a formidable dragon. 

Atlas had feven daughters, called after his own name 
Atlantides, viz. Maia, Eletlra, Taygete, Afterope, Me­
rop~. A1cyone, and Celzno. All Ihefe were matched 
~ither te J:ods or heroes, by whom they left a nu­
merous pofterity. Thefe, from their mothor Pleione • 
.,cre alfo 'fiiled Pleiades (+). Bufiris, ki'ilg of Egypt, 
carried thelll off by violence ; bur Hercules travelling 
thr8ugh Africa cl)nquered him. and delivering the prin­
ee1fes, reltored them to their father, who to requite his 
iiodnefs taught 'him aftronomy~ whence arore the fable, 
of that hero's fupporting the heavens for a day to eafe 
Atlas of' hi. toil. The Pleiades, however, endurl.'d 
... new perfecUticm from Orion, who purfued tbem five: 
';ears, till Jove, prevailed on by c their prayers, took 
them up into the heavens, where they form the con­
ft~lIatinn. which beal s their name. 
: By iEtbTl. Athis was the father of feven daughtels, 

t"llled Ambrofia,' Endora. Pafithoe, CoroniS', Plexaris, 
PythQ ..... a.nd, .Tyche, who bore.one common appellatioll 
of the Hyades (5 I. 'I:hefe virgins griev'd fo immodl.'­
rately for the death '()f t~ir brother Hyas, devou,ed by 
8 lion, that Jupiter out of compaffion. coanged them 
into ftars, and placed them in the head of Taurus, 

, (4) So call'd {rarA a G.reek word, whic~ figo'fies failing; be­
cauJe they Were "I'eckon'd favourable to navlfl3uon. 

(5) From, the Greek verb to rain, the LatIns call"d them fucul:lf, 
trom the Greek word ... ". or fwin~, beca)11e they feem'd to delight 
iA wet and dirty weather. 

where 
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",here they ftill retain their grief, their riling and fete 
ting being attended with ex rraordinary rain. ~ther~ 
make thefe laft the daughters of Lycurglls, born In the 

, iOe of Naxos, al!d trartilated to the fkie.; for their carc 
in the education of Hacchus, probably heeaafe there 
fhowers arC of great benefit in forwading the vintage. 

Accordnilig to Hyginus, Atlas having amacd the giants 
in their war agaioft Jupiter, was by the viaoriOlls god' 
doomed, as a pUOIihmeut, to fuft .. in the weight of the 
heavens. . 

Ovid gives a very different account of Atlas, who, as 
be fays, was the fon of Japetus and Afia. He r('prc­
fents him as a powerful and wcalthy monalch, pro­
prietor of the gardens which bore golden fruit; but tclls 
us, that being watn'd by the oracle of Themis, that 
be fhould fuffer Come great injllry trom a fon of Jupiter, 

'he ftriEtly forbad all '"feigners liccers to his court or 
prefence. PerCeus, however, had the courage to appear 
bef"re him. bur was ordered to rei ire. with fttong me­
naces in cafc of difob~ience. But the hero prefenring 
his fhield with lhe' dreadful h~ad of Medufa to him~ 
turned ,him into tho nlollutain which ftill bears ms 

-h'ame. 
The Abbe L. 'lnche has giyen .. very clear and i~­

genious explication of tbis fable. Of all nations the­
hgyptians bad, with the greateft affiduity, cultivated 

. attronomy. To point ont the difficulties wbich attend 
,the ftndy of this fcience, they reprefented it by an 
imaie, bearing a globe or fphere on ilS buk, and which' 
they call'd Arias, a wont lignifying {.6) gmll "il ,r 
labo.to. ~u~ the word alr~ lignifying /uppQrl (71, tbe. 

. Phzn~ialJ.s, led ,. by tbe reprefentatioll. took it in tbi .. 
laft fenfe; and in their voyages to Mauritania, ,feeine 
the high mountains of that couatry covered with {n.lw, 
and loling their tops in the clouds, gave tbem rhe namlt' 
of Atlas, and fo produced the fable, by which the 

• 
. -(6) From Telaah, to !hive, c:omes Atlah. toil ;. wbence the­
Greck.s deriv cd their ~II' ",~, or labour, IIIId the Romans tx4I1t/Q .. 
to furmount gt"eat difficulties. . 

(7) From Telah, to {u{pend, is derived Atlab, Jilpport, wbence· 
the Greek wordE,.,,, fur column br pillar. . 

B S r)'ailio~ 
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(ymhol of aftronomy ueed among the ,EgJlPtian., became 
a Mauritinian king. transfoCiped in~o a mQ-llntain, whou:: 
head fuppons the heavens. 

The reft of the fabl~ is eqqally eafy to aceeuot fpr. 
· The .annual inundations of the Nile opliged that [¥!opJe 
· to be very exa~l in obferving the In()tioqs of th~ hc:,. 
,enly b~ies. The Hyades or Huades, ropk their name 
from thc. figure V \\!hich they f9rm in th~ head ¢ 
Taurus. T~ Pleiades were a r~markable conftel~a­
tion. and of great ufe to the Egyptians in regulating 
the feafom;,.Hence they became ~e daug~ters of 
Atlas: and Orion, who riCes juft as ~hfY, fet, was caWd 
their lover. By the. golden app,les that grew in tlfe 
Illrdens 'of tbe. Hefperides, th~ Phznjcians exprefs'd t,lle 
rich and' beneficial commerce they ha9 in .the Mediter­
ranean; which being carried on d\lri~g three montbs 
of the year only, gave rife to the fable of the Hef~-
rian fifters (8). . 

C,H A.P. VII. 

Of JAPETUS, and his fons EPIMETH'EUS and PROIQ­
'l:H.6US; Qf PANDORA'S box., and·the ftoty.of BRU­
CALIO:N and PYIlRHA.· ' 

J A I'E T U S w~ the Offspring of CzIlls and Tetra, 
· and one the giants who 'revolted againft "Jupit~t. 

e was a powerful and' haughty prince. who lived fo 
long, "'at fI;i§- age 'became Ii proverb-. Betpre the 'war 
he had·'a'daughter. call'd Anchiale; who founded a dty 
o,f her ow'h name in Cilicia. He had feveral fons, the 
chief of whom were Atlas. (mentioned in the preceding 
chapter) Buphagus, Prometheus (9) and Epimetheus. 
Of thefe, Prometho:.us became remarkable, by Deing the 
ohjeCl of -Jupiter's refentment. The' octafion is '1't4 
Jared thus: having (urificed two bulls to that dej't, 
he put all. thcdWh oLbotldn one.1k.in, and the bones 
in t!~e other, ,nd ga,ve, the. god his ~hoiee •. whofe Wife 

') 

(8) From EC~r, ~b~ good ih;Ire gr beft I~t. " .'. : 
~9) So (tiled fNm ',s 9T'f~,"S or provldeJ).ce, thahs, lus JkIJl 

in devotion.' ., .. 
dom 
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dam for once failed him fo, that he pitched upon the 
worft IGt. Jupiter, iflC~Dfcd at· the trick put upon 
him, took away fire from the earth, 'till ProDletheus. 
by the amllance of Minerva, fiole into heaven, and 
lighting a flick at the chariot of tbe fun, recoyered 
the bleffing, and brought it down again to mankind. 
Oth~rs fay the. ciure of Jupiter's anger wu different, 

. Prometheus being a great artifi, bad furmed a man of 
day of fuch exquilite workmanfhip, that Pallas, 
charm'd with his ingenuity, offered bim whatever in 
lIeaven could contribute to finilh . his defign: for this 
end /he took him up with her to the celeftial man lions. 
where, in a ferula, he hid fome of the fire of the 
fun's' chariot wheel, aDd uCed it to 'animate his image 
(I). Jupiter, either to revenge his theft, or the' for­
Iller affront, commanded Vulcan .. to make a woman, 
which, when he had dOlle, fbe was introduced into the 
atfcmbly of the gods, each of whom beftoWed on her 
fome additional chami or perteaioo. Venus gave her. 
healHY, Pallas wirdom. Juno riches, 'Mercury taupt 
her eloquence" and Apollo mufick: .from as thefe ac­
complilhments, Ihe was ftiled Pandora (z), ami. was the 
jjrlt of her fex~ Jupiter, to complete his defigns. pre­
fented her a box, in which he had enc10fed .1'. Ji/­
tafes, <waf', /_i." l'.fti1encI, Jl/ro.,J. t'l'Vy, clllu",.,. 
and in thon, .all the evils and yices which he in­
tended to affiia tlie world with. Thus equipped. fbc; 
was. fent down to Prometheus, who wifely was on his 
guard againft the mifchief delign'd him. EpimetheUs 
his brother. though forrwarn'd of ~he danger. had· lefs 
reColution; for enamoared. with the beauty of Pandora 
(3), he married her, 8nQ opened the. fatal . box, the 
contents of whkh foon ovel'fpread' the world. Hope 
alooe refted at the bottom. But. Jupiter, not yrt.fa­
th6ed, dirpatched Mercury a·nd Vulcan:·to· feize ,Prom •• 

. (I) Some fay his crime was not the enlivening a lDanof cia) i 
but the fQl'mation of. W0man. • • . ; '. . . 1 

(7.) So caU'd from ". .. , d'""P'" i. e. loaded with gifts or accomplifh­
·ments. Hefiod has given a fine defciiptionof her in his Tlieogoll)" 
.eooh, p. 770. ". '. 

(3) Others fay Pandora only gave the box to the wife of Epime-. 
theus, who opened it frllm a curiofil'y ~ral' to her fex. . . 

" theus, 
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theus, whom they carried, to mount CalleafuI, wh~ 
they cha;n'd .him to a racle; IUld. an eagle or vultu~-:­
was commiffioned to prey on his liver, which every night:: 

. was renewed in' proportion as it wasconfumed by day~.r' 
But Hercules foon after killed the vulture and dtliver'"e' • 
him. Otbers fay, Jupirl!r rellor'd him his fretdom fo· ' 

, ditcovering· his father Saturh's confpiracy .( 4), and dif-\ 
fuading his intended marriage with Thetis. Nicand.cr,. 

,to this fahle of Prometheus, lends an additional cir-': 
cumftance. He tells us fome ullgrateful men difcover_ 
cd the theft of Prometheus firft to Jupiter, who· r ... ~i 
warded them with Itt-petlllli youtb. ! This prefent tht!-J i~ 
loaded on the back of an ars, who fiopping at a foun-I: 
tam to q~nc:h his thirft •. was hindered by a wa~e!f:. 
fuake, who would not let him drink 'rill 'he gave hi ... ; 
the burthen he carried. Hence the, Serpent renews b~ .... 
youth upon changing his fkin. 

Prometheus had an altar in the academy at Athens ... S 
ill c:ommon with V ulean and Pallas. His ftatues are;; 
I'Cprefented with a feepter in the hand. . , 

TMre is a Very ingenious explanation of this folble1;­
it is faid Prometheus was 11 wife prince, who red ai nt-. ; 
ing bis fubjtfl&.from a ravage to a focial life. was faitl. :. 
to ha~e animated men out Of clay : he firft infljtutetl ! 
lacrifices (acrording to (5), PI.iny) which gave rife to:. 
the ftory of the twooxt'n. Being expelled his domi_ -: 
nioQs, by Jupiter, he fled to Scythia, where he rttir'd to 
rnoullt (.;aucafus,. Ciit~r to RHlke aftronomical oMerva­
tions, or to indulge his melancholy for the lofs of his 
dominions. This oc:cafioned the fable of the vulture 
feeding. upon his liver. As he was al10 the lirft inven_ 
'tor of fO/ging metals by file, he was {aid ta have ftole . 
the elemem from beaven. In fhQrt, as the firlt know- - • 
ledge ot IIgricuhure, and even navigation, is alcribed· 
to him, it .is no wonder if be 1IIIIS ct:lebrated foi form-
ing a liyjng ~an fro..rn an in.animatecLfubftance. . 

Some authors ima&ine Prometheus to be the (arne with 
Noah. The ltarnedBochar.t imagines him to be 

" <+) Lucian hH-,a ~ry fine Dialogue between Prometh~8 and 
.Jupiteron this fubjea. 

(5) Pliny, Book 7, cap. S6. 
Magoe· 
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Magog. Each opinion is fupported by argumen~. 
which do not want a Ibew of probahility. ' 

1 be nory of Pandora affords very diftina traa. .f 
the tradition of the fall of our fi.ft parents, and the fe. 
'duf\ion of Adam by his wife E,e. 

C HAP.' VIII. 

Of DEUCALION and PYIlIlHA. 

DE U CAL ION was the fon of Promethem, and 
had married ·his coufin german Pyrrha the daugh­

ter of Epimethells, who bore him a fon, called Helenes; 
who g4ve his name to Greece. Deucaliori rtign­
tel in Thdraly (61, which he governed with equitY and 
juftice; but hit; count.y, for the wickednefs of the in­
babitants, being deftroy'd by a flood. he and his queen 
only 'Cfcaped by faving themfelves on mount Parnalfu~. 
After the decreafe of the waters, this iIluflrious pair 
confuIted the oracle of Themis in their difiref.. The 
anfW4lr -was in thefe terms, Depart the tlmple, ve;! yo.,. 
Nai, a"tI faus, .»100/1 10llr girtllll, alltl throw bebilltl 
J'Mr l)luAs the "Dilts if your gra"tlm"her., Pyrrha was 
fh'lCk'd at an ad~ire, which her piety made her regard 
with horror: but Deucalion penetrating the myftiral 
fenfe, reviv'd her, by tellin~ her the earth was their 
grandmother, and that the bones were only flones. 
They immediHely obey the oracle, and behold its ef­
fea: the flonts which Deucalion threw. became liv­
ing men; thofe caft by Pyrrha rofe into women. With 
thefe, returning into Thelraly, that prince repeopled 
his king.dom, lind was honour'd as the refiorer 01 man­
kind. 

To explain th's f.ble it is necelfary to obf~rve, the-re 
were five deluges. of which the one in queftion Wl5 the 
fourth, in Of'dt:r of time, and lafted, according to Ari. 
ftotle's accoullt, the whole winter. Jt is therefore nee~­
ef. to walle time in drawing a parallel between thIS 
1 

(6) By the' Anmdeli·n marbles, Deucalion rllled at Lycerca, in 
the neighbomhood of Pamatrus. about the beginning of the rtigll 
'Of Cecrops king of Athens. 

Rory 



14 F ABU LOU S H [ S TOR Y 0 F 
~ory' and .the Mofaic 80od. The circumftance of the 
fioHes (7) feems occafioned by the fame word bearing 
'wo fignificatiaDS; fo that there myfteriou, llones are 
oaly the dlildren o,f fuch as efcaped the general inun­
dation. 

.C H A·P. lX.· 

Of SATURN. 

SAT URN wa,s the younger fon of Czlus and 
Tc:rra. anc,\ married his filler Vella •. Under thlt ar­

ticle of. Czlus, we have taken not.ice how he treated 
his Fathcl;. We ~nda new proof of his ambi.tion in his 
endeavourina. by the affiftaoce of his motber,: to ex. 
c1ude his elder brother Titan from the throne. ill which 
he fo far fucceedcd, that this prince. was obliged to re­
fign his birthright, on thefe terms, that Saturn IhOilld 
lIot bring up any male chil.dren, fo tQat lbe fucceffion 
.might devolve to the right male line again. 
. . Saturn, it is faid. obfcrved thefe conditions fo ,.faith. 
fully. that he devoured all the fons he Jtad by hi, wife. 
as fooll a~ born. But. his exaClnefs' in ~his point. was at 
laft fruftrated. by the artifice of Vella. Having brouih, 
forth the twins, Jupiter and Juno, 1he prefented the. 
Ja.tter to her hufband, .a~d conculjng. th~ boy, fent him 
to' be nurfed on mc,>unt Ida in Crete, committing the 
care of him to the Curetes and Coryballtes. Saturn • 
. however, get!ing fome. intelligClice of, the Affair,. de~ 
manded the child, ill whofe fteal! his wifega.ve hirn '" 
ftone fwaddled . up., which he (wallowed. . This ftoD4 
.had the name of Ab·addir. (or the potent father) and re~ . 
ceiv'd divine honours. . 
. This liaion, of Saturn's d~vouring his fo.q~ •. accQrd­
ing to Mr. Le Clerc (8), was foundee upon a cullom 
whic~ he bad .of ballilbing or confining his children • 
. for fear they;lhould one d~y rtbel againft him.· As. tp 
the ftone which Saturn is (aid to (waltol'l', this is· alllU,-

(7) The l,>h:r:nician word Aben, ·or Eben, figmfies both a /tone 
,and a.chil!oi; and t~ GFee~ .word I\.~ I\«.~ dtnotes either a fto~ 
or a people. (8) Remarks upon HcflOd. 

th~r 
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"'her fiaion founded on the double meaning of the "word 
Eben, which lignifies both a ftone and a child. and 
means no more than, that Saturn was deceiv'd by Rhea's 
fubftituting another child in the room of Jupiter. 

Titan finding ute motnal coriJpafl made bet-ween him 
"an~ his brother thos violated. took. arms "to revenge the 
"injury; and not only defeated Saturn, but ronde him and 
his wife Vefta prifoners. whom he confined in Tarta. 
rlls, Ii place fo dark and difmal. that it aftef\vards be­
came one of the apeUations "of the infernal regions. "In 
the mean time Jupiter being grown up, raifed an ar'Vy 
in Crete for his father'S deliverance. Be alfohired the 
Cecrops'to aid him 1n his expeditidn; bl,lt on "their re • 

. fural" to join "him after taking the money, he ttlTned them 
int~ Apes After this he marched againft'"the TitanS, 
and "obtained ~ a 'cotnplete viaory. The Eagle which ap. 
peared before the engagtment, as an aufpiciolls omen, 
was ever .rter chofen to carry his thunder. From the 
blood of the Titans, flain iri the batile. proceeded fer­
pents; .fcorpiunsj. and all venomou"s reptiles." Having 
by tbis 'friccefs "rreed his parents, the young Prince cauf.. 
'e~ all the gods afte~bled. i~ renew their oat~ of fideliry 
-to 'Saturn, on an altar. which on that account hu been 
Taifed to a Gbn1l'ellarion in the "'heavens~ Jupiter after 
this married Me1is daughter of OCfanus;who~ if is re­
'porud; 'gave Saturn a: pOlion," which caufed him to 
bring up Neptune and" Pluto. with tile' rcA of tbe c,hi!­

-dren he had formerly devoured (9)' 
, The"nteri~ of" fhe fon~ : (lIs'it often happens) 'only 
'ferved "to incre~fe th"e 'father'S j~a)oufy; which receivciti 
'new ftength' f,"om an an~ient ora~le 'or. tradir~on. t~a't 
he" fhouJd b~ 'dethroned' hy one (If hlS fons. Jupiter 

'thertf'ore fetretly triforrned of the mea(uns taken to ce.; 
ft:oy him, fu1f~re.d hi~ ambiti~n 10 get t~e areendant over 

"hIS duty., and tak1l1g up Arms, depo(ed hIS father, whom, 
by the advice of Promelhens,' he", bonnd in 'woollen fet. 
'tas, '.arid "tbrew into Tartarus' 'wi'!'h j3petu5 his bnCle. 
Here - Sanirn- fllifered the fame barQ.ro~~ pIU1io..nCIQ~ of 
~aftl ation he had infti~ on b§s-,fathet L'zlus. \ 

.. ! ' .. , ~ , . . .... " , 
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Macrobius fearehes ,into the reafon why this god was 

oolUld with fetters of wool. and adds from the tdlimony 
of Apolidorus, that ,he broke thefe cords onc~' 1l...Jear at 
'the celebration of the Saturnlia (1). This he ex}>1aifls 
by faying, that this fable IP,Ilu4ed to the corn~ whkh be· 
ing lbut up in the earth, and detained by chains" foft 
and eamy broken, fprung forth and' ~nnu .. lIy arriv~d at 
maturity. ,The Abbe Banier fays (z), that the Gretks 
Jooked upon the places fituated to, (he eaft as higher 
than thufe that lay wellward; and from ~nce con­
cludes, that by Tartarus or hell, they onfy meant, Spain. 
As to the caihation of Saturn, Mr. Le Clefc conjtc. 
tures (31, tha~ it only means that J Ilpittr hl¥i corrupt. 
eq his tather's council, and prevailed upon the' J;Jl0ft, CQn· 
fiderable perfons of his coUrt to defert him. 

The manner in whicb Saturn efcaped from his priron 
'is not related. He ied to I taly. where he was kind 1, 
'received by Janus, then king of that country, who ail"",. 
dated him in the government. From hence that par~ of 
the wOlld obtaineCl the name of Saturnia Tellus, u al(o 
that of latiulIl, from I/J/" to lie hid, beeaufe he found 
'a refuge here in his diftrefs. On this account money 
was coined with a Ibip on one fide, to lignify his arrIval, 
and a Janus with adonble head on the other, to denQte 
his Ouring the r~gal authority. ," 

The'rdgn of Saturn was fo mild and happy, that the 
,POets have. giv.~n it the nam~ ~f t~e GOLD.ltN A9E, an~ 
celebrated It With all the pomp Ilnd }uxunancy 'of ima­
~inalion (4). ~c~djng to Varro, this ,deitX, from his 
Inftruel:ing the people; in agriculture and lillage~ obtain~ 
his mime fs) of Saturn. The fickle which, he ufed III 
reaping bllD, caft if\to Sicily, gave that ifland its all!ie~~ 
name of Drepan&A~' which in .Greek Iigni6.-s that in­
llrument 

The billorians give us a very diiF.:rcllt, piChtre of Sa­
turn. Diodorus reprefents him, as a t)'fannical, co­
VetollS, and cruel Fiuce, wilo reigned over haly' and 

I~ 
Slit: Lib~. ' ): , 

2. Danier's Mytbo~. vol. 2.. liS-- '. J 

3 ,Remarks upon Hehod. 
, The remer will fee more ~n thir head under the- fuceeedirrg 

. . ai1lcle. , 
(,) From Sat us, that, is. Cowing 01; feed time. . , . ,:) 

Sicil" 
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Sicily, and enlarged his dominion. by conqut'ft: he 
adds, that he opprers'd his fubjeCls by revere taxeoo, and 
kt'pt them in awe by ft,-ong garmons. This account 
agrees very well wjth thofe who'make Saturn the firft 
who infiituted human fAcribct's, whi.b probably gave 
rife to the fable of his devouring his own children. Cer­
tain it is, tbat the Carlhaginian~ (6) oift'r'd young 
childern to this deity; and amongft the Romans, his 
priefts were cloath'd in red. and at bis feftivals gladiators 
Were employed to kill each other 

The feaib of ·this deity were celebrated with great 
foJemniry amollgft the Romans about· the middle or De­
cember. They were 6rft ·inftituted by Tunus Hoftilius, 
though Livy dates thefh nem the confullhip of Mani. 
lius and Sempronius. They lafted but one day till the 
time of Julius ezrar, who ordered them to· be protrafi­
ed to three days} and in procers of time they were ex. 
tended to five. During tMfe all public buline(s was 
flopp'd, the renal&' never afl'embled. riO war could 
be proClaimed;· or offender ~ncuted. Mutual prefents 
of all kinds; (particularly wax lights) were feilt and re­
ceill'd, fervants wore the piltfls or cap of libtrty,and 
were waited on by their maftt:rs at table. All which 
was defign'd to {hew the equality and bappintfs of man­
kind under the Golden Age, 

Tho Romans kept in tbe temple of Saturn the IiI,; 
th,hfllllit,i, or rolls, contaming the names of the Ro­
man citizens, 15 alfo the public tteafure. This cufto", 
they borrowed from the Egyptians, who in the temple 
of Sudcc, or Chrone, depofited their genealogies of fa-
milie; and the puhlic money. . 

Saturn. like Ihe other heathen deities, had his amours. 
He fell in Jove with the nymph Phyllyra, the daughter 
of OCfanus, and was by his wife Rhea fo near being 
furprifed in her company, that he was forced to af. 
fume the form of a ~orfe. This fudden transforma.1ion 

(6) Mr. Selden. in his treatiCe of the Syrian p, fpeakingofMo.· 
loch, imagines from the cruelty of hi, facrifices, he was the £1me at 
Saturn. In the reign of TiberJUI, tha~ prince c:rucify'd the prietU of 
Saturn for offering young infants at hi, altars. This idea of Sa­
lUm's malignity is, ~Ihap~, ~ ~e!lfon why the; planet, which ~eara 
«hia name, was tho\lght fo mautplclOUI arHillnfnendJy to mankmd.. 

ba4. 
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had [ucb an efFea on his mifirers, that fbe bore a crea. 
tur~ whore upper part was -like a man, and the refl:. like 
a horfe. This fOil of Saturn became fa01ol.ls. for his 
!kiU in mufic and furgerY. 
• A modj:rn author, M. La Pluche, hils very juftly ac­
cl).;lOted for tbis faoulous hiftory of Saturn, which cer­
tainly derived its origin from Eygpt. The annual meet­
ing of the judgts in. that country was notified by aD 
image with a long beard, and a (cylhe in hi» hand. The 
lirit denoted the age and gravity of the magiitratt's, a~d 
the latter pointed out tbe feaCoa of their afiembling, jufi 
before the firit hay-making or harveft.· This n&ijre the, 
caU'd by the nalRes of Sudcc (7), Chrone (8), ChiulS 
i 9), and Sat~rin (J) ~ and ia company with: it, alwa, • 
.expofc:d a"other fiatue- reprefenling !fis. with feveral 
.breafts, ~nd. furrounded with the heads of animals, 
.which they 'call'd Rhea (2), as thde images continued 
expoCed till the. be,inning of the new Colar year, 'or' the 
return of the Ofi~is (the 5JIn). fo Saturn became It!gard. 
ed as the fatber ~ time.. Upon other occafions tile 
Egypti_ns· depiaed him with eyes betOre and behind, 
rome of them open, others afieep; and· with four winge, 
t!'o fuut and 'two expanded (3 l.Th, Greek. took 
~hefe pitlures in th~ litnal fen fe, and turu'd jJlk) fab~ 
lOllS hiftory what wa. only allegoriclll. - . 
, .Rochert, and ·fome other )ea~ned an.tiquaries, con­
ceived SatuI'D to be the fame With Noah, and d.rew a 
parallel, in many iuilanCJ:s, which (cem to favour their 
9pinion. 
_ Saturn was ufually repreCented as an, old man, bare. 
head~d and bald, with all the marks of age 804 iafirmi-

, tyinhis face. In his right hand they fometimes placed 
.a fickle, or fcythe, at gthers a key, and a ferpent bilinl 
lts own' tail, and circum6ex'd in his left. He fome-

la) From Tfadic, o~ Sudec, juftice, or the jult. ' . 8' From Keren, Splendor,' the name gIven to Mofes on his 
de t from the mount; hence the greek ~"oc . 

(g) From Choen a prieft, is deriv'd Keunah, or the facerdotal 
, . office. " CIl From Seter, a jlldge, is the plural Seterim, or the ill. dges. 

(20 From Rahah, to teed, comes Rehea, or Rhea, a nurre • 
. (3 Thi. figure Ccerna borrowed from the Cherubim of the 

. Hebrews. , .-
times 
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tilllfs was pitlured with filt wings, and feet of wooJ, to 
Ole" how infenfibly and fwiftly time paffes. The {cyrhe 
denoted his cutting down and impairmg all thinJs,aod 
the ferpent the revolution of the year: ~~" ill lift '1,,1-
'fIitllr JiIlIlIlS. . 

C HAP. X. 

Of the GOLDEW AcOl. 

D IFF 1 C U 1, T as' it is. to re.concilc tbe iDcolt~ 
litlencit;s between tbe poets and, bifioriaO$ in th. 

prccfdin, accou.nc of Saturri t · yet the 'concurrent tefU­
inony 0 the formci In placing the Golden Age in hi. 
limesJ (eems to determine tbe point in his 'favou~; and 
~o prove that he was a bencfatlor and friend to mankind. 
finte lbey fnjoy'd filch· felicity under his adminiftratieD. 
We can neverfllffitiently admire th~ 'll4fter1y defcrip, 
don given by Virgil of'thefe hal;:yqn da)ls~ when peacq 
and innocence lJdorned the world, 'and (weeteq'd aU lhe 
~e6ing" of untroubled life. Ovid bas yet Ileigh.tC1BC4 
the, defcnption with thofe touches of icpagination ~CU~ 
~ar to him. AQlongft. the Greek poets. Heflod ·lJa_ 
touched this (ubject wiih that 1Igreeable fimplicity whk~ 
c1ifiillgui/hel. all his. writings. . '. . 

By the Golden Age might be figured out the bappi~ 
.,efs ,.of the pri m~val .flate bcfQrc the .6rft and UQi~4:rf.l 
~elugf, wh,en the, earlh, rem~illjn, in the. fame po(itio~ 
in .which it was firtl created, ftuurilhed wit" pe{pemal 
(prIng !Jnd the air always temperate and Jeren" 'II" 
neithe~ difcompofed by fiorms, nor darkened by clouds. 
The reafon of affixiJlg this time to the reign or Saturn. 
was probably this,: th,e. Egyptians held the 6rft anuu,. 
atrembly of thtir judges. in the mODth of February, an4 
as the deci.lions of lhefe rages Mre always attended .with 
the bighea equity, fQ the people re~arded that fcafon 
as a timl: of general joy and happmefs,. r~the~ as all 
nature with. tttem was, .the,n . if! bloolPJ and the whole 
country lopk,d, like .011_ enamelled garden or carpet. 

But . after. aU it appears. that thefe halcyon times were 
but of a fbort dur.tion~ fince the dlarafrer Plato. Py­
thagorili. and others •. give of this age. can only relate 

. . to 
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to that fiate of perfett innocence which ended with 
the fill. 

C HAP. XI. 

or the ChANTS', 

T HE giants were produced (as has be£n already 
obfcn'd) of the the blood which tlow'd from the 

wound of S/lturn, when .caftrated by his .fon Jupiter. 
Proud of their own rtrength, and fired with a darin, 
ambition, they entered into an afi'odation to dethrone 
JUpiter; for which pu.rpofe they piled rocks on roeh • 
• n order to feale the fkies.' This englgement is diffe­
remly related by authors. both liS to the place where 
it happened and the circumftances which attended it; 
fome writers laying the feene~in Italy (4), others. ill 
Greece (~), It feems the father of the gods was ap­
prized of the danger, as there was-a propheticalrumout' 
.. mongft the deities. that the giants fuould not be over­
come •. unlefs a mortal aRilled in the war. For this 
reafon Jove, by the advice of Plllas, caU'd up Her­
cules, and being affifted by the reft of the gods, g'ain'd 
a complete vittory over the rebels, moft of whom pe­
rifhed in the conflifl. Hercules firft Oew Alcyon with 
an arrow, but he ftill {urviv'd and grew ftrollger, .till 

• Minerva drew him out of the moon's 01 b, when )Ie" 
t:xpired. This goddefs alfo cut off' the heads of E'rlt'e- ' 
ladus and Palliln~es, and afterwards encountering Al­
cyoneus at the Corinthinari ifthmus, kill'd him in fPite Of 
hi" monfierous bulk .. Porphyris, about to ravifh JunD, 

·fell by the hands of Jupher and Hercules. Apollo and 
hercules difpatch'd Ephiahes, and Hercules fiew Eu­
rytus, by darting an' oak at him. Clvtius was fiain by 
Hecate, and POlybotes flying through the fea, came to 
the HIe of Coos, where Neptune tearing off part of the 
land, hurl'd it at him, and form'd the ifi;e '9£ Nifyros. 

( ... ) In the Phlegnaan plains, in Campania, near mountVefuvius. 
which abounded with fubterraneoull fires, and hot mineral fpringt'. 

(5) Where they eet Qlount otra on Pelion, ill order to afcend the 
&ies~ 

. Melcury 
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Mercury flew Hyppolitus. Gratiari was vanquilh"d by 
Diana, and the Parcz c1aim'd their fhare in the viBory, 
by the deftruElion of .'\gryus and Thoan. Even Si., 
~nus his afs, by his opportune braying, contributed. to 
put the giants in - confufion, and complete their ruin. 
During this war. of which Ovid has left us a fbort 
defcription, Pallas diftinguilh'd berfelf by her wifdom, 
Hercules by his tlrength. Pan by' his trumpet, which 
ftruck a terror in the eneiny, and Bacchus by bis aEU. 
vir" and courage. Indeed th.ir affiftance was no more 
than feBfonable; for when the giants lirft made their 
audacious attempt. the gods were fo afionilhed. that 
they fled into Egypt. where they 'coneeal'd i:hemfelvea 
in various fhapes, -

But the moft dreadful of thefe moniers, and the moil 
difficult to fubdue. was Typhon or Typbzus; whom, 
when he had almoft dircomfited all the gods, Jupiter 
purfued to mount Caucaufus. where he wounded him 

,with his thunder; but Typhon turning upon him. took' 
him prifoner; and after cutting with his own fickle the 
nerves of his hands and feet, threw him on his back, 
carried him into Cilicia. and imprifon'd him in a cave; 
whence he was ddiver'd by Mercury, who reftor'd him 
to his former vigour. After this, Jove had a fecond 
engagement with Typhon, who flYing into Sicily, was 
onrwhelm'd by mount )Ema., . 

Tbe giants are ,epref~nted b" the poets as men of 
huge ftature and horrible a{pea, their lov.er parts be. 
ing of a ferpentine form. But above aU. Typhon, or,· 
TyphzllS. is defcribed in the moft fhocking manner. 
Hefiod bas giY«I him an hundred heads of dragon;, 
Gttering dreadful founds. and haVing eyes tbat darted 
fire. He mak.es him. bJ Echidna. the father of the 
dog Orthus, or Cerberu!, Hydra~ Chimzra. Sphinlr, 
tbe Nemzan lioD, the Hefperian dragoll, and af norms 
and tempefts. . 

Hillorians fay. Typbzus was the brother of Oliris, 
kin~ of Eg)'pt. who in the abfence of tbis monafch, 
torm'd a confpiracy to dethrone him at his relurn; fo( 
which end he invit(d him to a ftaft, at the conclufion 
of which, a chdl of uquilite workmanthip was brought 
in, and oi'cr'd to him who iyill& down in it· fboul~ be· 

fOUild 
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fO\ln~ to fit it heft. Ouris Rot dilirufting the contri4 
~ance. ha:' no fooner got in but the lid was dored upon 
him, and the unhappy king thrown into the Nile. His, 
his queen. to revenge tbe dealh of her ~e1oved hulb.nd. 
raili'd an army, the command of which /he gave to her 
fon Orus. "ho, aftervanqui/hing the ufurper. put him 
to death. l;Iencetb,e Egyptians, who dctefted his ~. 
mory, painted him in thdr hieroglyphic characters. i,. 
(0 Jrightful a mannlr.· The length and multiplicity of 
his arms denoted his power: the ferpents which form'd 
I)is ,he/!-ds, fignify'd his addrefs and cunning: the cro­
codi'l'e fcales which covec'd his body, exprers'd his' cru­
~lty and . diffimulation; and the flight of the god:! into 
Egypt; fuew'd the precautions taken by the grea~ men 
to /helter thernfelves from his fury· an4 refentmcllt, . 
, It is eafy in Ihis fiory of the giants to trace. the 
~'ofaic, hiltary, which informs us' how the eanh, was 
a'fHicted with me'n. of uncommon fiature and great 
wickednefs. The tradition ot Ihe tower of Babel, and 
~he d~feat of that impious defign, might na~urally give 
rife' to the' a! tempt of thefe monliers, to infult the ikies 
and make waf on the gods. . 
. But there is another explication of ~his .f~ble, Which, 

(cerns both more rational an!! curious., At?oogt:t, the, 
flames Qf the giants 'fe find thofe of ,Bnareus (6). 
Ro=chus (7), Othus \ 8), Ephialt~s (9), Prophyrion' (I)" 
:t:nceladus (~), and Mimas, (3'. 'Now, the literal fig_ 
n!ficalion of thefe leads us to the (tofe of the allegory. 
Which was ddi~n'd to point out the fatal conf~quences 
of the flood, ~nd the confiderable changes it in~ruduced 

:.·(6) From Beli" fatnity i and HarCUSf Ibft, to /hew the tem.· 
perature of t~ air deftroyed,. , . : " 
, (7) From Reuach, the willds. , . 
. '(8) From Ouitta, or Othus, the' times, to tipify the viciffitude: 
of feafons. " 

(9) From Evi, or Ephi, clouds; and Altah, darknefs, i. e. 
cJark gloomy clouds.: . " . 

(J) From Phau, to break, comes Pilarph~, t~ feparate minu te­
I); to denote the ~ne~:u diffolution of tl1e prima:val fylit;m. 

(2.) From Ence1ed, violent fprings or t<irrent~. . 
(3) From Maim, great al\d he;tvy rains; Now all ther" "'ere 

P!aaenomena neI.V, aud unknown belfoioe,tbt 1Iood. ' Se8'La Plume's: 
~ftOJ'Y,QC~ht.4ve,l}lIt vpl:.1IJ p. 6q •. \ ... ' '. ' .. . , t 
1 .• :.' • , with 
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"ilb regard to the face of nature. This is further 
confirm'd by Iheir tradition, that their Ofiris vanquilhed 
the giants, and that Orus, his fon, in particular, ilopp'd 
the purfoit of Rrechus, by appearing before him in the 
form of a lion. By which they meant, that that in­
duftrious people had no way of fecuring themfelves 
againft the bad eifc!as of the vernal winds, which 
brought OD their annual inundation, but by exafUy, 
obkrving the fun's entrance into Leo, and then retir­
ing to the high grounds, to wait the going off of the 
waters. 

It may not be improper to add. 'that from the blood 
9f the giants defeated by Jupiter, were produced fer­
pents and all kind. of venomous creatures. 

C HAP. XII • 

• Pf JANVS. 

T HE connexion between Saturn and janus, renders 
the account of the laiter a proper fup~ement to 

the hifiory of the former. Writers vary as to the birth 
Df this deity, fame' making him the fon of Ca:lus and 
Hecate, others -the ofts'pring of Apollo. by' Creufa, 
daughter of Eri8heus, king of Athens Heliod is filent 
Ihout /l:m in his <rhtogallJ. and indeed Janus was a god 
!irtle known to the 'Greeks. According to Cato, he 
~'as a Scythian prince. 'fho, at the head of a viaoriolls 
Irmy, fubdued and, depop'Jlat~ Italy. But the moil 
~robable opinion is that he was an Errurian king,-and 
me of the rarIieil monarchs of that country, which he 
~overned with great wifdom~ according to the tefii­
many of Plurarch; who fays. v.!hatevlr h, 'WIlS, 'Whllillr, 
I king 'or a god, hI 'Was a grllli politiciall, 'WI» I,,,,,,rld 
-h, mannlrs of his fohje81, an,} laughl thlm civility, lin,' 
wbich account h, '!A.'as r,gartiui al thl god of P'llrl, alltl 
"'lI1r ;n'llokul duri1lg the lim, of 'War. The Romans held 
~im in peculiar veneration. 

From Fabius piaor, one of the oldeft Roman bifto-, 
·ians. we Jearn, that the anlient Tuleans were firfi: 
:aught by this good )dng to improve -the v'in,e, to fall' 

corll, 
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corn, and to make br.cad, and that he 6rft raifed tem. 
pIes and altars to the gods, who were before worfhipptd 
in groves. We have already mentiotltd Saturn as the 
introducer of thc:f.: arts into Italy, where Janus ,aa:~ 
dated him into a {hare of !'.is ·power., Some fay:he 
~as married to the youngeft Vella, the goddefJj of jiiIi,'; 
others make his wife the goddelS Carna, or Car~(4)' 'I 

It is certain that the early obtolined divinfthonoul •.• t 
Rome, where Numa Pompilius infti'uted an annt(aI 
fdlival to him in January, which WIS Cele, brated ~h I' 

manly exercifes. Romul.us and Tatius had ~ 
ereCled him a temple, upon,occalion of the uoic)O of .1 
Romans with the ,Sabines. NlIma ordained it 'lhoold 
be opened in time of war~ .. and /hut in time of peace (5), 
which happened but thrice tor feveral centunt"$. I. In, 
the reign of Numa. %. In the cOllfuiate of AttilNs I 

Balbus, and Manlius Totquams; and, 3. By AuguiWs 
Czellr, after the dc:atb of Anthony; and rcduCllon..if 
Egypt. ,'~~ 

Janus was the god who prdided oVer':llll new, 
takings. Hwc~ in all facrifices the fifll lika'iQ 
wine and wheat were oifued to him, a' likewif~ 
prayers were prefaced with a (bort add refs to him. 
peculiar offerings at his ftIlival were caKes of l,eW ~ 
and fait, tIIlth new wine and frankincenfe (6). Tliflt 
all artificers lind trade(men began th"ir works, and the 
Roman confuls for the new year fo~emoly tlllel'ed On 
their office. All quarrels were laid afide, mutual pI'(­
ftots were made, and the day concluded with j-jY anil 
mitlh. , 

Janus was reprefented \\ jlh two faces, and call" 
Birrons, Byreps, and Didynla:u!l; as formIng anoth 
image of himfelf on the difk .of rhe moon, and look' 
to the paft an"d approaching year; with keY5, as 0 ' ". 

iog and {butting up the day (7). He is filid to ...... ' 

(4) Carna, or Canna, was a goddefs who pcefided ovc;r the 
parts, and occaJioncd a healthy conftitution of Ixxly. . f4 

(5) Hence Janus took the'names of Patuleiuo; and Clu/ills. -ill( 
(6) Tooke contradict, O\'id, and fhppofes Pliny to prove, that" 

antientsdid not ufe this gum in their facrificcs; but the paffilge of 
author, on1r fa~ itwa~ not ufed in, the time of !h~ TI'Oj~1l war.· , 

. (7) ~qji utrlufq,l4e JIlINI4 caltjlll ~te"It1I#; 'lUI cXII,.,~ns apn·;tZ!, 
tiW1I, ,cclJtns ,Iau.;'aj. MacrI/b. 1. J, C. 9. I 

regulate~ 
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regulated the months, the 6rfi of which is difiinguiOled 
by his name, as the fir! day of every month was aUi> 
facred to him. He was therefore feated in the center of 
twelve altars; and had on his hands figures to the 
amount of days in the year. Sometimes his image had 
four faces, to exprefs the four feafolls of the year over 
which he prefided. 

Though Janus be properly a .Roman deity, yet it is 
among! the Egyptians we mu! feek for the true ex­
planation of his hificny. That nalion reprefented the 
opening of their folar year by an image, with a key in 
its hand. and two faces, one old and the other young. 
to tipity or mark the old and new year. King Pieus 
with a hawk's head, who is nfually drawn near Janm. 
Jeaves no doubt but that the fymbol of this deity was 
borrowed from that people. The reader, after putting 
'all this together, will reafonably conclude, that by this 
6gure could only be intended the fun, the great ruler 
of the year. 

C HAP. XlIl. 

Of the Elder VESTA, or CYBELE the Wife of 
SATUllN 

I T is highly necetrary, in claffing the Heathen divi­
nities, to difiinguHh between this goddefs, who is 

alfo called Rhea and Ops, from another Vella, their 
daughter, becaQfe the poets have been faulty in con­
tounding them, and afcribing the attributes and aaions 
of the one to the other • 

. The elder Vefia, commonly called Efiia by the 
Greeks. was the daughter of Czlus and Terra, and 
married to her brother Saturn. to whom fhe bore a nu­
merous offspring. She had a multiplicity of names be­
fid(s, of which the principal were Cybele, Magna Mater, 
or the great mother of [he gods; and Bona Dea, or 
tbe good goddefs, &c. under different facrifices. 

Vefta is generally reprefente4 upon antient coins fit­
ting~ though fometimes llandiog. with a lighted torch 
in one hand. and a ijlhere in the other. 

C tJnder 
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Under the charatler of Cybele the makes a more mag­
'Ilificent appearance, being feated on a lofty chariot d~wl1 
by lions, crowned with towers, and having a key ex-
tended in her hllnd. . 

Some indeed make the Phrygian Cybele a different per­
fon from Vtila: they fay file Wis the daughter of Ma:­
ones. an antient king of Phrygia and Dyndima, and 
that her mother, for fome reafon~. expored her 'on 
mount Cyoelus, where the was nourifhtd by lions. 
Her parents afterwards owned her. and file fell in love 
with At)s, by whom conceiving, her father caured her 
lover to be fiain, and his body thrown to the wild 
beafts; Cybele upon this ran mad. and filled the woods 
with her lamentations. Soon after a plague and famine 
laying walle the country, the oracle was confulttd~ who 
advifed them to bury Atys with great pomp. and to 
·worthlp Cybele as a goddcfs. Accordingly they ereCled 
a temple to her honour at· Peffinus, and placed lions 
at her feet, .to denote her being educated by thefe 
animals. 

Ovid relares the Ilory a little mare in the marvellous 
'Way: Atys was a b:>y fo called by Cybele, whom the ap­
pointed to prefide in her riles, enjoining him inviolate 
-chafiity; but the youth happening- to forget his vow, 
-in refentment the godde-fS deprived him of his fenfes: 
.but at laft, pitying his mirery, file turned him into a 
li.,-.trll, which, .as well as the "ox, was held facred to 
her. The animal commonly fa.crificed to Cybele was 
the fow, on account of its fzcundity. 

The prieils of this deity were the Corybantes. CI1-
retes, ldzi, DaClyli, and Telchines, who in their my­
flieal rites made great ufe of cymbals and other inftlll­
ments of brafs, attended· with extravagant cries and 
hl)wlings. They facrificed fitting on the earth, and of­
fered only the hearts of the vitlims. ""C goddefs Cybele was unknown to the Romans· 
till the time of Hannibal, when confulting the Sybilline 
oracles, lhey found that formidable enemy could not be 
ftpe~d till they fent for the Idrean mother to Rome. 
Attalus, then king Qf Phrygia, at the requefi· of their 
embafflldors. fent ber fiatue, which was 'ot fi(me. But 
the veifd which carried it arriving in the Tyber, was 

rniraculoufly 
., 
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D1iracu)oufly flopped, till Claudia. one ~f the Vellal. 
Virgins, drew it albore with her girdle. 

This Vefi", 10 whom the living flame was facred, is 
the falre \\irh the lEgyrtinn Ilis, and rePf'efented the 
pure. tl!lber, inclofing, conl.aining and p.ervading all things. 
TheIr expreffions .and attributes are ahke. She was con­
fidered as the caufe ot generatioN and morion, the pa­
rtnt of all the luminaries, and is confounded wirh " •• 
Ian and the <world. She obtained the name of Ji.ftia, 
as being the life or e1fence of all things (8). . 

As to the priefis of Cybele, the Corybantes. Curetes, 
Bee. they are of the fame original. ~rc:te was a colony 
of the Egyptians, co"nfifl:ing of three c1affes of people. 
I. The Corybantes or priefis (9). z. 1he Cureles (I), 
or hufbandmen, and inhabitants of towns. 3. The Dac. 
tyli (z). or artificers and labouring pfi)or. All wh~h 
names are of Egyptain derivation. 

Cybele was honoured at Reme by the title of Bona 
Dea, or good goddefs. But this devotion was only paid 
her by the matrons, and the rites were celebrated in {o 
feeret a manner, that it was no lefs tban death for any 
man to be prefent at the a1fernbly (3). Whence Ihey 
were called Opertoria. . - , 

The Roman farmers and fhepherds worfhipped Cybele 
or Ve.1la, by the title of Magna Pales, or the goddefs 
ot cattle and pafiure. Her fefiival was in April, at 
which time they purified· their Bocks and herds with 
the fumes of rofemary, Jallrol, and fulphur, offered fa­
crifices of milk and millet cakes, and concluded the cere· 
mony by dancing round lhaw fires. Thefe annual 
feafis were called Palilia, and were the fame with the 
01r,... 4'eia. of the Greeks, and probably of Pha:nician or 
Egyptian original. 

9 From Corban, a facri/lce or oblation. ~s~ Plato in Cratylo. 

J From Keret, a city or town, com~ the: plural Keretim, to 
lignify the inhabitants. 

(7.) From dac, poor; and lui or i)'I, a migration: hence our ulti· 
ma Thule. The Greek. for the fame rear on' call the fingers Da~tyliJ 
becaufe they are the inftrnments of labour., 

(3) So we learn from TibuUus, tclogue VI. 
Gaerll Ixll" maribus 11011 adelUfda cU". 

C z The 
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The great fellival of CyJ>e1e, called Megaleth, was 
always celebrated in April. and lalled eight days at 
Rome. 

C HAP. XIV. 

Of VESTA the young~r. 

C OL L E C TED fire- is the offspring of zther. 
Hence we have another Veila, faid to be the 

daughter of the other, by Saturn, or Time, and the lif­
ter of Ceres, Juno, Pluto, Neptune, and Jupiter. She' 
was fo fond o( a fingle life, that when her brother Ju­
piter afcended the throm·, and offered to ~rant whatever 
ihe a{ked, Ole delired only the prefervatlon of her vir­
ginity, and that Ole might have the firft oblation in all 
facrificel (-4.). which the obtained. According to Lact3n­
tius, t11e chafiity of Vefta is meant to exprefs the na­
ture of fire, which is incapable of mixture. producing 
nothing. but converting all things into itfe1f. 

Numa Pompilius, the great founder of religion among 
\Jle Romans, is faid 6rft to have reftored the antient rites 
and. worlhip of this goddefs, to whom he ereaed a cir­
cular temple. which, in fucceeding ages, was much im­
bellifbed. He alfo appointed four prieft~lres to be cho­
fen out of the nobleft families in Rome. and of fpot­
ld's charaaer, whore office was to attend the faCled 
fire keyt cODtinua\1y barning near her altar. Thefe I 

Veftal-Virgins continued in their charge for thirty years. 
and had very great privileges annexed to their dignity. 
This fire was annually renewed, with great ceremony, 

'from the rays of the fUll, on the blends of March. I 

It was prefe"ed in earthen pots fufpended in the air. 
and eieemed fo facred, that if by any misfortune it be­
came extinguifbed, (as happened once) a cefl'ation en­
fued from all bufinefs, till they had expiated the pro­
digy. If this accident appeared to be owing to the neg- . 

I lea of the V ~fials, they were feverely punilhed; and 
if they violated their vow of challity, they 'were inter-
red alive. . 

(4) It is a queiion if this privilege did not rathel' belong to the 
elder Vella, in c;ommon with Janus, 

As 
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As Vella was the gadders of fire, the Romans had 

no images in her temple to reprerellt her, the reafon of 
whicK we learn in Ovid (5)' Yet as Rle was the 
guardian of houfes or hearths, her image was ufually 
placed in the porch or entry, and d .. Uy facrifice offered 
her (6) 

It is certain nothing could be a llronger or more lively 
(ymbol of the fupreme bein"g, than fire. Accordingly we 
find this emblem in early ufe throughout all the ealt. 
The Perfrans held it iii veneration long before Zoroaller, 
who, in the reign of Darius Hyllalpes reduced tbe wor­
ihip of it to a certain plan. The" Prytanei of the 
Greeks WHe perpetual and "holy fires. We find lEneas 
bringing with him to Italy his Penates, (or houfbold 
gods' the Palladium and the faci-cd fire. The Vefta of 
the Etrurians, Sabines, and Romans, was the (ame. 

C HAP. XV. 

Of JVP1TEil. 

W E come now to the great king. or mailer of the 
gods. This deity was the 10n of Saturn, and 

Rhea, or Vefta, at leall this is that Jupiter to whom 
the aaions of aU the others were chiefly afcribed. For 
there "were fa many. princes called by his name, that 
it (eerns -to have been a common appellation in early 
times for a powerful or viaorious prince (7)' The 
moll confiderable of thefe was certainly the Cretan Jove 
ab,!ve.mentioned, of whofe "education we have very va-

(5) His words are thefe I 

Effi,iI11l1lluJ/am YeJla mc ignis habit. Falii, lib. VI. 
No image Veft"a's femblance can exprefs, 
Fire is too fllbtile to admit of drefs. 

(6) Hence the word vlfl:ibulum, for a porch or entry; and the 
Romans called their round tabl~ vefb::, as the G~ek8 ufed the 
common word Er.... to fignify chimneys in altan. " 

(7) Varro reck~ned ~p 300 Jupiters, and each nation feems to 
have had one pec:uhar to Itfdf. 

C 3 rloul 
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varioos acroonts, at well as the the place of his birth. 
The Mdfenians prttmdtd to fhew in the neighbour­
!.lood of their city a fountain called Clepfydra. where 
,Iupiter was fducattd by the nymphs Ith('me 'and Neda. 
ornt-rs fuy he was born at Thebes in Breotia; but the 
mafi: general and ltceivcd opinion is, that he was brought­
lip near mount Ida in Crete. Vrrgil tells us he 
was fed by the bees, out of gratitude for which he 
changed them (rom an iron to a :golden colour. Some 
fay his nurfes were Amalthrea and Mtli1fa, daughiers of 
MelifIeus k.ing of Crete, -\\'ho gave him goats milk and 
honey; others •. that Amalthtea was the name of the 
loat that nurled him, whofe horn he prefcntfd to thofe 
Frincdtes with this pri'ilege annexed, that whoever por. 
{effed it OIould immediately have whatever they defired ; 
whence it came to be ca'lIed the born of plenty. After 
this the goat dying, Jupiter placed her alllongll the ilars. 
and by the advice of 'I hemis covertd his 1hield with 
her 1kin to {hike terror in the giants. whence it obtain­
ed the name of lEgis. According to others. he and his 
filter Juno fucked the brealls of fortune. Some alledge 
his mother Veila fuckled him; fome, that he was fed 
,by wild pigeons, who brought him ambrolia from Oce-

, anus, and by an eagle, who carried Deaar in his beak 
from a lteep rock; in recornpence of which fervice~, he 
made the former the fore-tellers ot winter and fummer. 
and gave the latter the reward of immortality, and the 
office of bearing his thunder. In {bort the nymphs and 
the bears claim a {bare in the honour of his education, 
'nor is it yet decided which has the belt title to it. 

Let us now come to the aaions of Jupiter. The 
lirll, and indeed the moll me.morable of his exploits. 
W1S his expedition againll the Titans, for his father's 
deliverance and reitoration, of which we have already 
liloken' under -tile article of Saturn. After this he de­
throned his fatbee, and having pnfftffed himfelf of his 
throne, was acknowledged by all the gods in quality of' 
their fupreme. Apollo, himfe1f. trowned with laurel. 
lind robed with P!lrple, condefcended to '{jng his praifes 
to his lyre. Hercules,' in order to perpetuate ~he me­
mory of his triu,mphs, inftitured fhe olympic games. 

where 
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'Wl1er~ it is faid that Phrebus carried off the firfi prize, by­
overc~ming Mercury at the race. After this, Jupiter being. 
fully fettled, divided his dominions with his' brothers 
Neptune and Pluto, as will be fbewn in the fequeI. 
'Jupiter, ho",'ever, is thought to ufe his power in a 

little too tyrannical a manner, for which we find Juno. 
Neptune. and Pallas, confpired againfi, and aBuallr 
feized, his perf on. But the giants COttll', Gyges and' 
Briarells, ",ho were then his guards, and whom Thetis 
called to his "ffifiance, fet him at liberty. How there 
giants, with others of their race, afterwards revolted 
againA: him, and were overthrown, has been aKeady 
mentioned in its place. 

The fiory of Lycaon is not the leafi difiinguilbing of 
his atHens. Hearing of the prevailing wickednefs of 
mankind, Jove defcended to the earth, and arriving at 
the palace of this monarcll\ king of Arcadia, declared' 
who he was, on which the people prepared facrifices. 
and the other honours duE' to him. But Ly caon , both 
impious and incredulGus, killed one of his domefticks;-. 
and ferved lip the fidh drdred at the entertainment he· 
gave the god. who detefting fu_ch herrid inhumanity, iml. 
rnediattly confumed the palace with lightening, and turn­
ed the barbarian into a wolf. Ovid has related this fiOfY 
with his- ufual art. 

But as ambition" when arrived at the height of its wifbes. 
JeldClm ftri8ly a~heres to the rules of moderalion, fo the.­
air of a court is always in a peculiar manner fatal to 
virtlle. If any monarch deferved the charaCler of encou­
raging gallantry by his example, it was certainly Jupiter, 
whofe amours are a$ Ilumberlefs as the metamorphofes hi 
a(fumed to accomplifh them, and have afforded an exten­
five field of defcription to the poets aRd painter~, both 
antient and modern. -

Jupiter had feveral wives, Metis, or Prudence. his firA:. 
he is (aid to have devoured, when big with child, by which 
himfelf becoming pregnant, Mintrva iffued out of his 
head adult and compleatly armed. His recond was Themi~. 
or Juflice, by whom he had the hours, meaning ,.,gulalio" 
of timl, Eunomia or J(DO' "tie,., Diche or Law. Eirene 
or Peace. and the Deftinies. He aifo married Juno, his. 
fifter. whom . it- is reported he deceived under ~e 

C 4 fQrm 
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form of a cuckoo, who, to fhun the violente of a Il:orm. 
fled for fhelter to her lap (8). :ihe bore to him Hebe. 
Mars, Lucina and V ulean. By Eurynome he bad the three 
Graces; by Ceres, Proferpine; Mnmofyne, the nine 
Mules; by Latona, Apollo and Diana j by Maia, Mer-
cury. . 

Of his intrigues we have a pretty curious detail. One 
of his firll: miftreffes was Catifio the daughter of Lycaon. 
one of the nymphs of Diana. To deceive her, he atrum­
ed the. form of the. gOddefs . of chafiity, and fucc;eeded 
fo far as to make the virgin violate her vow. But her 
difgrace being revealed, as fhe was bathing with her 
pltlonefs, the incenfed deity not only difgraced her, but 
(9) turned her into a bear. Jove, in compaffion to her 
punifhment and fufferings, raifed her to a conftellation 
in the heavens (1). Califio, however, left a fon called 
Areas, who having infirufled the Pelafgians in tillage 
and the facial arls, they from him took the name of Ar­
cadians, and after his death he was by his divine father. 
allotted alfo (%) a feat in the {kies. 

There is fcarce any form which Jupiter did not at 
fame time or other affume to gratify his defires. Un­
der the figure of a fat yr' he violated Antiope the wife 
of Lycus king of Thebes, by whom he had. two fons. 
Zethus and Amphion. . In the relemblance 'of a fwan 
he corrupled Leda the fpoufe of Tyndarus, king of La­
conia. Under the appearance of a white bull he carried 
off Europa-the daughter of Agenor ki"g of Phznicia, in­
to Crete, where he enjoyed her. In the fhape of an 

. eagle he furprifed Afteria the daughter of Czus. an.d 
bore her away in his talons in fpite of her modefiy. 
Aided by the fame difgllife, he feized the beauteous Ga­
nymede fon of Tros, as he 'was hunting on mount Ida. 
and raifed him to the joint funftions of his cupbearer 
and catamite. . 

It was indeed difficult to efcape the purfuits ef a god. 
who by hi.s unlimited power made all nature fubfervient 
to his purpofes. of this we have a remarkable inllance 

181 At a mountain near Corinth, hence called Cocerx, 
9 Sone fa it was Juno turned her into that anima. 
I Called tIrfa MaJor by the Latins, and Helice by the Greeks. 
2. The U rCa Millor of the Latins, and Cynofura of the Greeks. 

in 
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in Danae, whofe father. Acrifms, jealous of her con­
dua, had {ecured her in a brazen tower; but Jupiter 
defcending in a goldell fbower, found means to elude 
all the vigilance of her keepers He inflamed ..f:girra, 
the daughter of lEfopus. king of Ba:otia, in the fimi­
Ijcltde of a lambent fire, and then carried her from 
Epidaurusto a defert HIe called OeDope, to which fbe 
gave her own name (3)' Clytoris. a fair virgin of. 
Thdfaly, he debauched in the fbape of an ant; but to 
corrupt Alcmena, the wife of Amphvtrion, he was oblig­
ed to affume the form of her huiband, under which 
the fair one deceived, innocently yielded to his defires. 
By 'fhalia he had two fons, called the Pallad, and two 
by Protogenia. viz. lEthlius the father of Endymion. 
and Epaphus the founder of Memphis in Egypt. and fa. 
ther of Libya, who gave her D1me to th e continent of 
A frick. Eleara bore him Dardanus. Llodamia, Sarpe­
don and Argus, Jodama, Deuealion, with many others 
too tedious to enumerate, though mentioned by the 
poets. 

It is very evide"nt that molt. if not all the Itories re· 
Iating to the amours of the gods, were invented by their 
refpe8.ive priefts. to cover their corruption or debauche­
ry. Of which this of Danae feems at leall a palpable 
inftance, and may ferve to give fome idea of the relt: 
Acrifius was informed by an oracle, that his grandfon 
would one day deprive him of his crown and life; on 
which he fbut up his daughter Danae in a brazen tow­
er of the temple of Apollo at Delphos, the prielts of 
.hieb oracle probably gave him this information, witb 
DO other view than to forward their fcheme, which tentl. 
ed to gratify theluft of Prreteus the king's brother, who­
being let through the roof, pretending to be Jupiter. and 
throwin, large quantities ot gold amongft hl:r domefticks, 
obtained his wiGles. ' 

Two pal ticular adventures of his are too remarkable 
to be p.fi'ed in filence. He had deluded "by his arts Se­
mele daughter of Cadmus, king of Thebes, who proved 
.ith child. Juno bearing of it, and intent on revenge, 
under the difguife of Beroe, nurfe to the princefs, was 

(]) The ide of JEgiua in die Archipelago, 
, Cs admitteJ 
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admitted to her prefence. ana artfully infinuating to hrr 
that fue might not be deceived in her lover, fhe ad,ifed 
her the next time he vifited her, to requeft as a proof, 
of his love, that fhe might fee him' in the fame majefty 
with which he embraced Juno. Jupiter granted, not 
without reluCtance, a favour he knew would be fo faral 
to his mHhefs. The unhappy fair-one unable to bear the 
dazzling effulgence, perifhed in the flames, and with her. 
her offspring muft have done fo too, if the god had not 
taken it out and inclofed it in his thigh, where it lay 
the full time, when b1! came into the world and was nam-
ed Bacchus. ' 

Jupiter next fell enamoured with 10 the daughter of 
Inachus, and. as li.1me fay, the prie.ftefs of Juno; hav­
ing one day met this virgin returning from her fdher's 
&rotto. 'be endeavoured to reduce ker to an adjacent 
foreil; but the nymph flying his embraces, he involved 
her in fo thick a mifi, that fhe loft her way. fo that he ea­
lily overtook and enjoyed ~er. Juno. whore jealoufy al­
ways kept her watchful. miffiJlg her huthand, and per­
ceiving a thick darkners on the earth, defcended. dif­
pelled the cloud. and had certainly difcovered the in­
tri~uet had not Jupiter fitddtnly transformed 10 into a 
white heifer. Juno pleafed with the beauty of the ani­
mal, ht'gged her, and ~o allay her jealoufy, he was 
obliged to yield her up. The gdddeis immediately gave 
her in charge to Argus, who had a hundred eyes., two 
of which only flept at a time. Her lover pitying the 
miftry of Jo~ in fo firitl a confinement. rent Mercury 
down difguifed like a fhepherd. who with his flute 
cha.rmed Argus to fleep. fealed his eyes with his calU­
I~UJ or rod. and then cut off his head. Juno in regard 
to bis memory, placed his eyes in the tail of the pea~ 
cock, a bird facred to her; and then turning her rage 
againfi: 10. fent the fur if's to purfue her where-ever {be 
went (6); fo that the wretched fugitive. weary fjf life~ 

(6) Dr. King relates this ftory a 1ittle differently. 10 PUI'CUed 
by Tifiphone, (one of the funes) fell into the fea tUId was 
carried fil'ft to Thraci:m Bofphorus, and thence into Eg)I;pt. 
where the JAQD1ler ftill purfuing her, was repelled by the Nile. After 
this fhe was deified by Jupiter, ,and appointed to prelide Cover 
wil)ll~ and navigation. IIi, eafy to fee thie agrees bc~ter with the 
~mtian mythQloiY' 

implored 
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implored Jove to end her mifery. Accordingly the god· 
ibtreatl his fpoufe to thew her compaffion, fweariRg by 
Styx never to give her further caufe of jtalonfy. Juno 
vn this becomes appeafed, and 10 being reftored to her 
former fbape, is worfhipped in Egypt by the name of 
Jfi5. 

The fable of 10 and Argus is certainly of Egyptian, 
birth, and lhe true mythology is this: the art of weaYing 
firft, invented in Egypt, was by the colonies of that nation. 
tarried to Greece and ChoJchis, where it wal praflifed 
with this difference, that the feafons for working were 
nried in fBcll country according to the nature of the 
climate. The months of February, March. April and 
May, they employed in Egypt in cultiyating their lanus ; 
whereas thefe being winter months with the Grecians. ' 
they kept the looms bufy. Now the Ifis, which pointed 
out the- ",,,,,,In;,, or monthly feftivals in Egypt, was al­
.ays attended with' an hlJf'lIl or figure expreffive of the 
labour peculiar to the feafon. Thus the Inr'lI of the· 
weaving months was a little figure fiuck over with eyes,,, 
to denote the many lights neeeR'ary for working by night, 
This image was caUed Argos (1). to lignify his inlen-' 
tion. Now tke vernal Jfis being depifled the head of 
a heifer. to exemplify the fertility and pleafantnefs of 
Egypt on the fun's entrance into Taurus, at the ap­
proach of winter {he quitted this form. and fo was faid 
to be taken into cuftody of Argos, from whom fbe was, 
next feafoll delivered, by the hQrll1 reprefenting Anu\li$~ , 
(or . Mercury) that is the riling of the eog-fiar. The ... 
tallin~ thefe fymbolical reprefentations; in a literal fenfeH 

goave nre to the fable. 
It is no wonder if the number of Jupiter'S gallan., 

tries made him the fubjetl at detefiation amGng the pri­
mitive chrifiians. as well as the ridicule of the .ifer 
~ongft the h~athens. Tertulliaa ' obferves . with judg-

(1) From argotb. or argo/, ,weaver's work I whence the Greeks. 
borrowed their Ee'Yo" ",US or a work. Hence the, i1lc of Amorg08, , 
Q~e of the lEgtan iiles. derives its name from Am. mother;' and'l 
Orgin. weavers. or the mother, ,or colOJl)! Df ,weavers. bang nrd: .. 
p!alltecf, from Egypt. 
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ment,lJ'hat it 'Was •• 'IAIa} flra"gt to fi, a/I "ads fo tit­
!Jallch,", 'Wh,1I thl] 'WIr, ,"collrag'''- ill th, ",oft ill/_Olll 
tr;m" '" th, ,~a",p" of tboft Ib" <worjhiPl''', 1l1li1 frOlll 
'Who", Ib'l 'WIr, 10 ,xp,S "war.s t"'" PlIlIijh"""ts. Lucian _ 
in his dIalogues introduces Momus pleafantly rallyin& 
Jove with regard to his amorous metamorphofes. I baw 
oftm Irlm"l,d fDr yDII, fays he. left wb,n ;1DII app,ar," 
lil, a hll/l, tbey jhD1l1tI -ba'lll car,;,d .J.II t. Ib, foam"'". " 
clApped.JDII ;n Ib, p/ollgh; ha" a gDldj",i,h caubed .JDII wh,tt 

.JDII 'IIiJittd Dalla" bl 'WDllltiha'lll m,/"d "D'U.·" .JDur gOd­
jhip in his crlltiM,. Or 'Wh,n .Joll tDllrll" LIt/a /i!rl aj'U!all, 
what if b,r fath" had pitt yoll Oil tbe /pit? 
_ Jupiter had a multiplicity of names, either from the 

places where he was worlhipped, or the attributes .af­
cribed to him. He had the epithets of Xenius, or the 
hofpitable ; Elicious on account of his goodnefs and 
clemency j- and Dodonzus on accollnt of the oracular 
grove at Dodona, confecrated to him, and famous thro­
all Greece. 

Amongft the Romans he had the apellations of Opti­
mus Maximus, on account of his beneficence and power: 
Almus, flOm his cherilhing all t1~ings j Stabilitor, from 
his filpporting the world i OpitulatQr from his helping­
the difire1fed j Stator from his fufpending the flight of 
the Romans at the prayer of Romulus j- and Przdator 
on account of part of the plunder being {acred to him 
in all vitiories. From the temple at the Capitol, on 
the Tarpeian J;ock. he was called Capitol in us and Tar­
peius. When '8 Roman king or general flew an enemy 
of the fame quality, the fpoils w~re offered to him by 
the name of Fererrius. 

The reign of Jupiter, having n&t been fo agreeable 
to his fubjetis as that of Saturn, gave occafion to the 
notion of the SILVi\I. ACE; by which is meant an age 

J inferior in happinels to that which preceded, tho' fuperior 
to thofe which tollowed. 

This Fathlr if Go"s all" M,II is commonly figured as 
a majeftic man with a .beard, enthroned. In his left 
hand he holds a viaory, and in his right-hand grafps the 
thunder. At his-feet an eagle with his wings difplayed. 
The Greeks called him Z",. and AlA aa the caufe of 

life 
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1;(c (S), tlle Roman., Jupiter, i. e. j7I'Ualll iatlr; the afrJft. 
jog father. 

The beathens had amanga their deities different repre­
(entalives of the fame thi_g. What Veaa, or the Jdzan 
mother, was to the Phrygians-, and IIis to the Egyptians; 
the fame was Jupiter to the Greeks and Romans, the great 
fymbol oflEther. So the author of the life of Homer • 

. fuppokd to be the elder Dionyfius of Haliearnafrus, and 
the! p'oet himlflf (9)' So Ennius, as quoted by Cicero 
(I), . . 

L,; th#",.ight Hea"/II, whi,h all ill'fllJi, al JO'fli I 
and Euripides (2). , 
. --'S" thtfobJillJ' tKplll1ft, 

. 'i'h, "ountJlifs .,.Etber, which ,"flUs this "110 
: Cf'bat hoJJ for JO'flt, th,GotijuprlllJ1 ,',r a/I! 

" , 

" To conclude with the words of Orpbeus; JII'fI1 is ,,,,,,ip,," 
'lilt, hi Ii thl fiTjlallti ,h, IlIn; thl helld allti the ",iaa/, i Ib, 
g;<vlr if aI! Ibi"gl; thl foam/ati,,, ,/ the ,arth lI"a jllUr.J 
j"a'fJmS':' In ;s IlIth ",,,1, alld fl11lal" 1111' i_orlal. JUfill" 
;1 IN four" of 'lI/i'Ullli1lg fir" II'" the /li,.;1 if .il 
things. ' 

C HAP. XV!. 
Of JUNO. 

J UNO. the filter and conCort of Jupiter, was on that 
account ftiled the queen of heaven, and indeed we find 

ncr irt, the poets fupporting that dignity with an ambitioa' 
and ptide fl1itable to the rank (be bOle. . 

(I) Plato in Cratylo. 
) Z ' tI. ~ • 1'\' ' • " ." !.', ' ~,. .< (9 III, ".0 •• ..,'e, ""IITI,IJ" 1I'1I~_1K ''''11 •• ",,,.0$ ",.,,; 

ZII" ~ "110.,,' lie-'" ill,s), ir el'~'e' .4, "';~IJI/"'.I 
Opufc. MythoIog. p. 3~ & 3:tj. 

(I) ·Af);(t !Jot' /uhii11l,,,mJms, qu""iwt/OCIl1II 01111111 Jovem. 
(s) rides /ilbliin,fufU11I, i_oderalll11llltthera, ' . , 

~~i ~l1IIro terrll11l cir(tlf1ljlOu IlIl1plellitur, 
Jr.llt' /U11I1IIU11I hali"o di'fIU"'; hun, perhibeto Jovern. 

Cicero lie Nat. Deorum, I. s. 
:rhough r 

0;9",,,d by Coogle 
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Though the poetical hiftorians agree fbe came into the 
world at a birth with her hufband. yet they differ"as to the 
place, fome placing her nativity at Argos. others at Samos 
lieu the river Imbrafus. Some fay fbe was nurfed by Eu­
bza, Porfymna, and ATza, daughtefs of the river Ane­
rion; others by the Nymphs' of the ocean.' Otes. an 
Intitnt poet, tells us file was educated by the Hal'a! or 
hours: and Homer aingns this puft to Oceanus and Tethys 
themfelves. 

It i, faid that this gadders. by bathing annually in. the 
fountain of Canatho near Argos, renewed her virginity. 
The places whele file was principally honoured were 
Sparta. Mycene, and Argos. At this place the facrilicc· 
offered to her confified of 100 oxen. 

Juno in a peculiar manner prdicled over marriage and 
child. birth; on the firft oecafioD, in facrificiog to, her, the: 
-gall ot the vi8im was always thrown behind the altar, to 
denote no fpleen fbould fubfifi between married perfons. 
Women were peculiarly thought to be under her prote8ion~ 
of whom ~Vtry one had her Juno, as every man had his 
guardian genius. Numa ordered, that if any unchafte· 
woman fbould approach her temple, fbe fhould offer a te~ 
male lamb to expiate .her offence. _ .' _ 

The Lacedemonians ftyled her 4tgophaga, from the goat 
which Hercules facrificed to h~r. At Elis file was called 
Hoplofmia. her Ihtue being compleatly armed. At Co., 
rioth file was termed Buncca, from Buno, who eretted a 

·temple to her there. She had another at Euba:a, to which 
the emperor Adrian prefenred _ magnificent offering, 
'ConfifHog of a crown of gold. and a purple mantle 
embloidered with the marriage of Herc~les and Hebe 
in filYer, and a large peacock whofe body was gold. and 
his tail compoled of p;ecious fiones refembling the natu-ral 
colours. 

AlJlongft the Romans. who held her in high venera­
tion, file ~ad a multiplicity of names. The ch:~f were.· 
Lu(:inv, (rom her firft {hewillg the light to. infants; 
Pronuba; becaufe no marriage was lawful without pre­
.iol,llly invoking her; Socigel\a and Juga. frOID her in­
troducing the conjugal yoke, and promoting matrimo­
nial union. DOlllwuca. on acco~t of her bringing 

e-. home 
\.. 



THE H EAT HEN GOD S. 3c} 

home the bride; U nxia from the anointing the door poils 
at the ceremony. Cinxia from her unloofing the virgin-
2one, or becaufe marriage: 
fexes; OH%£"rix from the affinE, 
labour; 
and Sofpita 
lifo named 
if! her fiat;,f3 ; Kalendaris, 
facrifices offered her the firll day of every month; and 
Moneta from her being regarded as the godders of riches 
and wealth. 

It is fai,1 when the gods fled into Egypt" Juno difguiCtd 
herfelf in the form of a white cow, which animal was, 
on that account, thought to be acceptable to her in her 
facrifices. • 

Juno, as hEEven, preferved a 
Her -ufual 'NHeterror and '"-",''''''' 
and Pollux, nymphs; but h", 
and infepar, hI" was Iris, the 
mas, who, fmprifing beauty, 
with wings, ber own rainbow, 
fwiftnefs. meffenger of Ju", 
was of Jove; and at death feparated the fouls of women 
from their corporeal chains. 

- This goddefs was not the mof1: complaifant of ,,·ives. 
We find in Homer, that Jupiter was fometimes obliged 
to make ufe of his authority to keep her in due fub. 
jeCtion. When fhe entered into that famolis confpiracy 
againfi hhn, author relates, nf 

_ punifhmen, anvils tied to 
manacles hands, and fo WfS 

the air or bovered, on aCCOUnT 
while all Qn withOlIt a 

~; a~e: 'con;;E E i;;,; ;;,y :i'ro~i~~: h~a ~ai:t~Ee: n' 

ty of the gods to relieve her. fignifies that no force, human 
or divine, can diffolve the frame or t~xture of the univerfe. 
According JoPaufanias, the temple of Juno at Athens 
had neither doors nor roof, to denote that Juno, being 
the air in which we breathe., i:an be iac10fed in no certain 
bOloo.ds. 

Digitized 
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The implacable arrogant temper of Juno once made her 

abandon her throne in heaven, and fly into Eubrea. 
Jupiter in vain fought a reconcifiation. till he confulted 
Cilheron, king of the Platceans. then accounted the 
wifelt ot men. By, his advice the god drelfed up 
a magnificent image, feated it in a chariot, -and ga~e 
out it was Plauta, the daughter of JEf<lpUS, whom 
he defigned to make his queen: Juno upon this refu­
ming her ancient jealoufy, attacked the mock bride, and 
by tearing off its ornaments f~und the deceit. quieted her 
ill humour, and was glad to make up the matter with her 
hufband. - > 

Though none ever felt her refentment more fenfibly tban­
Hercules, he was indebted to her for his immortality; for 
Pallas brought him to Jupiter while an infant, who. while' 
Juno was afleep, put him to her brralt. But the godders 
waking haftily. fome of her milk falling upon heaven for­
med the milky way. The relt dropped on the earth, where 
it made the lillies white, which before were of a falfron 
colour. 

Juno is reprefented by Homer is drawn in a chariot adorn. 
ed with precious frones, -the wheels of ebony nailed with 
filver, and drawn byhorfes with reins of gold; but molt 
commonly her car is drawn by peacocks, her favourite bird; 
At Corinth file was depi8ed in her temple,as feated on her 
tArone. crowned with a pomegranate in one hand. and ill 
the other a fceptre with a cuckoo at top. This Itatue was of 
gold and ivory. That at Hierapolis was fupported by lions, 
ilnd fo contrived as to participate of Minerva. Venus,­
Luna, Rhea. Diana, Nemefis. aud the Deftinies. accordin~ 
to the different points in view. ~ he held in one hand a 
fceptre, in the other a difiaff. Her head was crowned with 
rays and II tower; ilnd {be was girt with the celtus e( Venus: 

As Jupiter is the telher, Juno is the atmoJpheri. She is 
female on account of irs foftnefs; and is called the wife and 
filler of the other. to import the intimate conjun8ioll be,,: 
tween thefe 1\\0 (3)' , 

(3) Aer auitm. lit f10ici dihutant, inter mare f!j ulum. 1UlIO";1 

~ flllmine conftcratur, qUtr tjI Joror f!j co"jux ']ovis. quod f!j jilllilitucio 
~.""' ",_ n p.,... ,..;_. .,.,. ...... , ... _ ,_ 
- , 1Iiq/ll trib"".unt, 'lllQd "ib'u tjI eo molJius. Cicero de !lat • 

• 1. 2. 

e HAP. 
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C HAP. XVII. 

Of NEPTl1N E. 

T HIS remarkable deity was the (on of Saturn and 
. Vefia, or Ops, and, the brother of Jupiter. Some 

fay he was devoured 'by his father. Others aUedge his 
motaer gave him to fome Thepherds to ~e brought up a'­
mongft the lambs, and pretending to be delivered of a 
foal. gave ..it infiead of him to Saturn. Some (ay his 
nurre's name was Arno; others, that he was brou&ht up 
by his fifter Juno. 

His moO: remarkable exploit was his aflifting his br~­
ther Jupiter in'bis expeditions, fOl'which that ~od, when 
be arrived at the fupreme power" affigned hIm the (ea 
and the itlands for his empire. Others imagine he wu 
admiral of Saturn's fleet, or rather, according to Pam­
phus, generaliffimo of his forces by fea and land. 

The favourite wife of Neptune was Amphitrite, whem 
he courted a long time to no. purpoft. till he (eftt the 
dolphin to intercede for him, who (ueceeding, the god 
in acknowledg ment placed him amidfl: tbe flars. By 
her he had Triton. Neptune had .,,0 olher wives, the 
one calltd Salacia, trom the (alt.water, the other Ve­
nilia, from the ebbing and flowing of tbe tides. 

Neptune i, (aid to be the firfl: inventor of horfeman­
lhip and chariot-racing. Hence Mithridate" king of 
Pontus, threw chariots drawn by four hor(es into the 
fea in honour of him. and the Romans inftitnted horfe­
racesjn the Circus during his feftival, at which time all 
hor(es left working, and the mules were adorned with 
wreaths of flowers. Probably this idfa of Neptune arofe 
from the famous controverfy between him and Minerva, 
when they difputed who lhould give name to Cecropia. 
The god by ftriking the earth with hi' trident pro­
duced a horfe. Pallas raifed an olive. tree, by which 
fbe gained the ,iaory. and the new city was from hl'l" 
caUed Athe.s. But the true meaning of this fable is 
a lbip9 not a horre;, for the queftion really was, whe­
ther the Athenians Ihould apply themfelves to naviga­
tion or agriculture. and as they naturally inoliAed to the 
full. it was neceffary to fhew them their miftake. by con-

con-
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convincing them that hulbandry was preferable to fail. 
ing. However, it is certain Neptune had fome fklll 
in the mana~emeftt of horres: for· we find in Pamphus, 
th;! molt anllent writer of divine hymns, this encomium 
of him. q btU h~ :WI" Ihl htntjaO(lr ojllllmlinJ ;.11 bljifI'Wing 
"' thllll bwfis. allli foips 'Witb liedts r.efimblfng to,:",rs. .' 
Whe"~eptune was e'Q>Clled heaven for hiS confplr~~y 

againft Jupiter. he fled with Apollo to Laomedon. king 
of Troy: but he treated them dHferently : for having 
cj1lpToyed them in raifing, walls r~"'(ld this. city. ~n whic.~ 
the lyre of Apollo was highly ferviceable. he paid that 
deity divine honouu, whereas he dlrmHfed Neptune un­
rewarded; who, in' revenge, fept a vaft fea monlter to 
lay wl\fre the country., t~ appeafe wnich Laomedon ;was 
forCJ!d to expofo= his d!1ug~ter Helione. " • 
. On another oecalion thlS deity' had a.contcil:· "'Ith 
Vulcan and Minerva in regard to their fkill. The god- , 
defs as a proof pf her's made Ii boufe, Vulcan erected 
a man, and Neptune a bull; whence !,hat aoimal was. 
ufed in the facrifices paid him. But it is probable,. that 
as the viaim was' to be black; the defign was to' point 
out the raging quality and {u~y of t~efea, over which I 

he prefided. 
Neptune fell little ibort of his brother Jupiter in point 

of gallantry. Ovid~ in his epif1:les, has given a cata­
logue of his Oliflrdfes. By Venus he had a fan called 
Eryx.. Nor did he a!fume leTs different ibapes to fucceed 

, in his amours. Ceres fled him in the form of a mare j he 
purrued in that of a horre; ·but it is uncertain whether 
this union produced the Centaur, called Orion, or a 
daughter. Under the refembla.nce of the river Enipeu!. 
he debauched Tyro. the daughter of Salmoneus. who 
bore him Pelias and Neleus. In the fame difguire hs 

,begot Othus and E;phialtes, by Ephimedia, wife of the 
giant Aloecs. Melantha, daughter. of Proteus, often 
,diverting herfelf by riding on a dol pin, Neptune in 
that figure furprifed and enjoyed her. He changed­
.Theophane, a beautiful virgin, into an ewe, and afi'uming 
the form of a ram,. begot the golden ~eeced ram~ whidl 
~1rried Phryxus to Cholchls. In the likenefs of a bird he ' 
had Pegarus by Medura,. 

He 
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He was not only fond of his power of transforming 
himfelf, but he loak a pleafure in beltowing it on his 
favourites: Proteus his fon poffdr(d· it in a bigh degre .... 
He conferred it on Pfric1imenus, the brother of Nellor, 
who was at laitkilled by Hercules,; as he watched him 
in the form of a fly. He even obliged his miftreifes 
with it. We find an inftance of this in Metra., the 
daughter of Eriflchton. Her father for cutting down an 
oak-grove confecrated to Ceres was punilhed with fuch an 
infatiable hunger, that to fupply' it -he was forced to fell 
all he.had. His daughter upon this intrrated of her lov­
er the power of changing her· form at pleafure; fo tbat 
bl'coming fometimes a mare, a- COff', or· a Iheep, her father 
fold her to relieve his wants, while tbe buyers were ftill 
cheated in tbtir purchafe. Having ravilhed Czni., t~ 
l!ppeafe her he plomifed her any (atisfacti.Ofl, on which -
fue defired to be turned into a man, that fire mighl no 
more fufft:r the like injury. Her requrft was grimed, 
lind by the Ilame of CZlleUI Ihe became a famous war· 
rior. 

NeFtune was a confiderable deity amonr,it the G~ks. 
He had a temple in Arcadia by the name 01 Proclyftiust 
or the "",,.-jlD'UU,.; becaufe at JUDO'S requea, he de­
livered the country from In inundation. He ·was called 
Hippius, Hipporourius. and Taraxippus, from his re· 
gulation of horfemanlhip. The places molt celebrated 
for his worlhip wete Tamarus, Corinth, and Calabria, 
which 1aft country was peculiarly dl'dirated to him. He 
had alfo a celebrated temple at Rome, enriched with 
mlny naval trophies, but he recdvfd a fignal affront 
from Augufiu~ Crefar, \\ho pulled down his fl:atue, in 
refentment for a temptft, which had difperfed his fltet 
and endangered his life, Some think Neptune the fame 
with the antient god Cenfus worfhiped at Rome, and 
fo caUed from -his advifing Romulus to the rape of the 
Sabines. 

Let u, now examine .th~ IUythological fenfe of the 
fable. The Egyptians, to denote navigation •. and the­
annual return of the Phrenician fl~et which vifited their 
coafl:, ured the ligure of an Ofiris carried on a winged 
horfe, or holding lJ three-forked fpear or harpoon in 
his hand. To this ~lDage they gave the names of 

Pof~id'(). 

".. 
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Portidon (4), or Neptune (5), which the Greeks and 
Romans afterwards adopted; but which fufficiently prove 
this ~ity' had his birth here: Thus the maritime Ofiris 
of the Egyptians, became a new deity with thofe who knew 
riOt the meaning of the.fymbol. But Herodotus. Iib.ii. 
is pofitivethat, the Greeks received not their knowledge 
of Neptune from the Egyptians. but from the Lybians. 
The former received him not till afterwards, and even 
then, however they, might apply the figure to civil pur­
pofts, paid him no divine honours. However. according 
to Plutarch, they calkd tire maritime co aft . Nepthen. 
Bochart thinks he has found the origin of this god in the 
perfon of Japhet; and has given reafons which render 
the opinion very probable. ,. '. . 

Neptune reprefented as god of the feat rna-kes a con­
fiderable figure. He is defcribed with blaek or dark hair. 
his garment of an azure or fea-green ooloor. feated in a 
large fhell drawn by whale, or lea horfes. with his trident 
in his hand (6), attended by the fea gods Palzmon, 
Glaueus, and Phoreys; the fea goddeffes, Thetis, Melita. 
and Panopa:a, and a long train of tritons and fea nymphs. 
In fame antient gems he appears on fhore; but always 
holding in his hand the three.forked trident. the emblem 
of his power. as it is'called by Homer and Vir~i1, who 
have given us a fine contraft with regard to Its ufe. 
The antient poets all make this inllrument of 6yaji j the I 

modern painters of fi/vlr. 

(4) Froll! Pa/b. plenty • .or provifion~. and Jedaim the fea-coati i 
01' the provlfion of the maritime countries. . 

(5) From Nouph. to difturb or agitate, and Oni. a flCl;t, which 
forms Neptoni. the arrival of the fleet. . , 

(6) Some, by a far fetched allufion, imagine the triple forks of 
the tridellt reprefent the three-fold power of Neptune in di/lurb­
ing, moderating or calming the feas. Others his power over faIt wa­
ter, frelh.-water, and that of lakes or pools. 
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C HAP xvur. 
Of PLUTO .. 

WE now come' to the third brother of Jupiter, and 
not the lealt formidable, if we confider his power 

and dominion. He was alfo the fan of Saturn and Ops, 
and when his vitlorious brother had eftablilhed himfelf 
in th, throne, he was rewarded with a lhare in his ta­
thef's dominions, which. as fome authors, fay, was the 
eallern continent and lower part of Alia. Others make 
his divllion lie in the Weft, and that he fixed his refidence 
in Spain, which being a fertile country, and abounding in 
mines, he was efteemed the god of wealth'(7). 

Some imagine that his being regarded as the ruler of 
the dClIIJ, and king of the infernal regions, proceeded 
from his firft teaching men to bury the deceafed. and 
inventing funeral rites to their honour. Others fay he 
was a king of the Moloffians in Epirus. called Aidoneus 
Orcus, that he ftole Proferpine his wife, and kept a dog 
called Cerberus. who devoured PiritholU, and would have 
·ferved Thdeus in the (arne manner, if Hercules had not 
timely interpofed to fave him. 

The poets relate the matter differently: They tell us 
that Pluto chagrined to fee himftlf childlefs and un­
married. while his two brothers had large families, 
mounted his chariot to vifit the world, and arriving in 
Sicily, chanced to view Proferpine, with her compa·. 
nions, gathering flowers (8). Urged by his paffion he 
forced her into his chariot, and drove her to the river 
Chemarus, through which he opened himfelf a paitage 
back to the realmb of night. Ceres, difconfolate for 
,the lo(s of her beloved daughter, lighted two torches at 
the flames of Mount )Etna, and wandered through the 
world in fearch of her; till hearing at laft where lhe 
was, flIe carried her complaint to Jupiter, who on her 
repeated (olicitations, promifed that Proferpine flIould 

(1) The poets confounded Pluto, the god of hell, with Plutus, 
gail of riches; whereas they are two very dittintl deities, and were 
always fo confidered by the antients. 

(I) In the valley of .lEnna, near mount }Etna. 
be 

,r 
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be reftored to her. prcwided file had not' yet tafted any 
thing in hell. Ceres joyfully bpre this comOliffion. and 
her daughter was preparing to return, when Afcalaplws. 
the fan of Acheron and Gorgyra, gave infdrmation, 
that he faw Prolerpine cat fome grains.of a pom('granate 
lhe had gathered in Pluto's orchard, fo that her return 
was immediately countermanded. Afcalaphus was for 
this malicious intelligence tr_an~formed into a toad. But 
Jupiter, in order to mitigate the grief of Ceres, for hfr 
difappointment, granted that her daughter filould half 
the year rdide with her, and the other half continue in 
hell with her hufband. It is eafy to fee, that this. part 
of the fable aliudes to the corn, which mufi remain all 
the winter hid in the ground, in order to fprout forth 
in the fpring and produce the harvefi. 

Pluto was extremely revered both amongfi the Greeh 
and Romans. He had a magnificent temple at Pylos, 
ncar which was a mountain, that derived irs name from 
the nymph Menthe, whom Proferpine, out of jealoufy 
at Pluto's familiarity with her, changed into tbe herb 
caIJed mint. .l'Iear' the river Corell us. in Ba:oria, this 
deity had alfo an.altar in common with Pallas. for fame 
myftical reafon. The Greeks called him Agelefius, 
becaufe all mirth and laughter were banifhed his domi· 
nions; as alfo Hades, on account of the gloominefs of 
his dominions. Among the Romans he had the name 
of Februu~, from the lufirations ufed at funerals. and 
Summanus. becaufe he was the chief of ghoils, or rather 
the prince of the infernal deities. He was alfo called the 
.terrefirial or infernal J upiler. 

His chief fefiival. was in February, and caUed. Cha­
riilia. bfcaufe then oblations were, made for the dead. 
at which relations affified, and all quarrels were ami­
cably adjufied. Black bull~ were the vitHms offered up, 
and the ceremonies were performed in the night, it not 
being lawful to f;lcrifice to him ill the day-time (9). 

Pluto is ufually reprefented in an ebony chair, drawn 
by four black horfes, whofe names the poets have been 
careful to fubmit {lJ to us. Sometimes he helda a 

(9) On account of his averfion to the light. 
(I) Orphn~usJ lEthon, NyCleus, and Alaftor. 

fceptrc 
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faptre to denote his power, at others a 'WIIIIJ, with 
which he commands and drives the gholls. Homer 
fp{aks of his hdmd, as having the quality of rendering 
the wear invilible; and tells us, that Minerva borrow­
ed it when file fOllght againft the Trojans, to be a>nceal. 
ed trom Mars. . . 

Let us now feek the mythology of the fable in that 
country where it firfr fprung, and we fbaU find that the 
myfierious fymboJs of truth became, in the ft'quel, throllgh 
abufe, the very fOllrces of idolatry and error.. Pluto was 
indeed the funeral Oriris of the Egyptian~. Thefe people 
(:z) every. year, at an appointed feafon, aifembltd to 
mourn over and offer facrilices for their -dead. The image 
thaI was upofed, to denote the approach of this folemnity, 
had the name of Peloutah {3 I, or the Deliverance, be­
caufe they regarded the death of the good, as a deliverance 
from evil. This figure was reprefented. with a radiant 
crown, his body being entwined with a ferpent, accom­
panied with the figns of the Zodiac, to lignify tbe dura­
tion of onll fun, or folar year. 

C HAP. XIX. 
Of PR.OSER.PINE. 

T H I S goddefs was the daughter of Jupiter and Ceres, 
and educated in Sicily; from whence lhe was frole .y 

)J1.uto, as is related in the preceding chapter. Some f~y 
!he was brought up with Minerva and Diana, and being 
extremely beautiful, was courted both by Mars and Apollo, 
who could neither of them obtain her mother's con rent. 
Jupiter, it is f.id, was more fucceMul, and ravHhed her 
in the form of a dragon. The Ph:enicians, on the o!her 
hand affirm with more reafon, that fhe was earlier known 
tG them than to the Greeks or Romans; and Ihat it 
was about zoo ~years after the time of Mofes, that the 
was carried off by Aidoneus or Orcus, king of the Mo­
loftians. 

(:t) The Jews. retained this cuftom, as we find by the annual 
lamentations of the .virgins over Jeptha's daughter. . . u) From 'Palat, to free or deliver, comes Peloutah, dehve-
r..nc:e, whithis eafily by torruption made Pluto. • 

, , Jupiter, 
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Jupiter, on her marriage with Pluto, gave her the 
ine of Sicily as a dowry; but fhe had not been long in 
the infernal regions, when the fame of her charms in· 
duced Thereus and Pirithous" to form an affociation to 
carry her off. They defcended by way of Tznarus, 
but littin, to rell themfelves on a rock in the infernal 
regions, they eould not rife again, but continued fixed, 
till Hercules delivered Thefeus, becaufe his crime con· 
fified only in affifting his friend, as bound by oath (4); 
but Pirithous was lett in durance, becaufe he had en­
dangered himfelf through his own wilfulnefs and ralb­
nefs. 

Others make Proferpine the fame with Luna, Hecate, 
and Diana, the fame godders being called Luna in hea­
ven, Diana on earth, and Hecate in hell, when fhe had 
the name of Triformis or Tergemina. The Greeks call· 
ed her Defpoina, or the Lady, on account of her being 
qneen of the dead. Dogs and barren cows were tbe 
facrifices ufually offered to her. 

She is reprefented under the form of a beautiful woman 
enthroned, baving fomething ftern and melancholy in her 
a(pea. 

The mythological fenre of the fable is this: The name 
of Prorerpine or Porfephone, amongft the Egyptians, was 
u(ed to denote the change produced in the earlh by 
the deluge (S), which defiroyed its former fertility, and ' 
rendered tillage and agriculture neceffary to mankind. 

C HAP. XX. 

Of the INFI!R.NAL REGIONS. 

I T is evident that" the Heathens had a notion of fu­
ture punifhments and rewards, from the dt'fcrip­

tions their poets ha~e given of Tartams and. Elyfrum, 

(.) They agreed to affill: each other in gaining a mill:refs. Piri­
t~ou~ had. helped.':fhefeus to get Helena, who In return attended 
hlln In thiS expedition. 

(5) Fro~ Peri, fruit, and.Patat, to peri/b, comes Perepbattah, 
or the fruit loll:; from Pen, fnut, and Saphon, to hide comes 
Perfephoneh, or the Corn deftroyed or hid. ' 

tb~u&b 
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~ough the whole is overloaded with fiaion. Accord· 
Ing to Plalo, Apollo and Ops brought certain bra~en 
tablets from the H)perboreans to Dtlos, defcribi5lg the 
court of Pluto as litlle infclior ,to that of J@ve; but that 
the approach to it was exceeding difficult on· account of 
lhe rivers Acheron, Cocytus, Styx and Phlegethon, which' 
it was necefl'ary to pafs in erder to reach thetC infernal 
regions. . . 
. Acheron was, according to fome, the fon of Titan and 

Terra, or, as others ,fay,. bOfD of Ceres in a cave, with­
out a f,tiler. The reaf"n affigned for his being (ent to 
t'Jell is, that he furnilhed the Titans with water, during 
their war with the godS. This (hews it was a river not 
a'perfonl but the place of jt is not afcertained. Some 
fixiA~ it among(t the Cimmtrians near mount Circe (6), 
and 1D the neighbourhood of Cocytus; otbers making it 
that fulphu~p\l$ and flinking lake near Cape Mifenum 
in the bay of Naples (7), and Dot a few tracing irs rife 
isHP. the Acberulion fen'in Epirus. near the city of Pan· 
.. ;. ftbm whence it flows till it falls into the gulph of 
Ambracia. 

The next J:iver of the PlutQnian manGons is Styx, 
~ though whether the' daqghter of Oceanus or Terra, is 

IUJ."rtain. She was mllrried to Pallas or Piras, by 
whom (he had Hydra. To Acheron fhe bore Viaory, 
wh9 having affified Jupiter againll: the giants. lie re­
warded her, mother (8) with this privilege, th;lt the 
mon Colemn oath amongll: ,the gods Ihould be' by her 
deit),. viz. the river Styx; -fo that when any of them 
were fufpe8ed of falfhood, Iris was difpatched to bring 

, the Stygian water in a golden cup, by which he (wore; 
and if he afterwards proyed peljured. he was deprived 
for a year of his neaar aud ambrofia, and for nine 
years more feparated from the celd1:ial aifembly. Some 
place Styx near· the la~e of Avernus in Italy; others 

, make it a fountain near Nonacris in Arcadia, of fo poi-

G 

{6~ On the coaft of Naples. ' 
7 Near C\1lna • 
. , Some fay i~ WIi\S on ~tr o\V\1.accou~t for difcovering the com· 

bination of the gUilts agruu/l Juplt~r. 
D fonous 



50 F ABU LOU S HIS TOR Y 0 F 
fonous and cold a nature, th/lt it would dilfolve all metals 
(9), and. could be contained in no vtifel. 
. Cocytlis and ·Phlegethon are {aid to flow out of Styx 
by contrary ways, and reo unite to increafe the ,vaft channel 
of Acheron. The waters of Phlegethon :were rf.p~e{ented 
as ftreams of fire, probably on ac~ount· of their hot and 
fulphUt'eolls aature. 

C HAP. XXI. 

Of the PU.CJ£ or DESTJNIES. 

T HESE infernal deities, who prefided over human 
life, were in number three, and had each their pe­

culiar' province affigned, Clotho held the diftaif, Lachefi s 
drew or fpunoff the thread, and Atropos ftood ready wit h 
her fcifi'ars to cut it afunder. 

Thefe were three fifters, the daughters of Jupiter and 
Themis, and fifters to the Hone er hours; according to 
otbers, the children of Erebus and Nox. They were fe­
. cretarics to the gods, whofe decrees they wrote. 

We are indebted to a late ingenious writeI' for the 
true mythology of thefe charaClers. They were no­
thing ,more originally than the my.ftical figure or fym­
bols, wbich reprefented the months of January, Fe. 
bruary, and March, amongft the Egyptians. They de­
pitled thele In female dreffes, with the inftruments of 
{pinning and weaving, which was the great bufinefs 
carried on in that feafon. Thefe images they called (I). 
Pare, which lignifies linen cloth, to denote the manu­
faaure produced by this induftry.· The Greeks. who 
knew nothing of the true fenfe of thefe al1egoric~l figures, 
gave them a turn fuitable" to their genius, fertile in fitlion. 

The Parcz· were defcribed or reprefented in robes of 
white, bordered with purple, and feated on the thrones, 
with crowns on their heads, compofed of tbe flowers of 
the Narciffus. 

. (9) It is reported Alexander was poifoned with it at Babylon, 
IIJId that it was carried for this purpole in an afs's hoof. 

(1) From Parc~ or Paroket, a cloth, curtain or fail. 
C HAP. 
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C HAP. XXH. 

Of the HAIll'YES. 

T HE next group of figure3 we. meet in the fba­
. dowy realms are the Harpyes, who wt!re three io 

~umber, Celeno, Aello and Ocypete, the daughters ~ 
Oceanus, and Terra. They lived in Thrace, had the 
faces of virgins, the ears of bears, the bodies of vlfl­
tures, with human arms and feet, and I\lQg e1aws.. 
Pheneus king of Arcadia, for revealing the myfieries of 
Jupiter, was fo tormented by ~hem, that he ~as rea~1 
to perilh for hunger they devouring whatever was fcr 
before him, till the fons of Boreas, who atte~dfd Jafun 
in his expedition to Colchis, delivered the good old 
kiDg, .and drolle thefe monfters to the inaods called Echin­
ades, compelling them to {wear to return no mpfe. 

This fable is of the fame original with the former one. 
During the months of April, May, and June, ef"pec:ia!ly 
the two latter. Egypt was greatly fubjetl to florlDY wind~. 
which laid wafte their olive grounds, and brought numerous 
(warms of graiboppers and other troublefome infefu froAl 
the filores of the red feat which did infinite damage to the 
country. The Egyptians therefore gave figures which pro­
claimed thefe three months, a female face, with the b~es 
and claws of birds, and called them Harop (I). and a 
name wttich fufficiently denoted the .true feofc of the Cym­
bol. All this the Greeks realized, and embelliibed in 
their way. 

C HAP. Xxru. 
Of CHAllON and CaRDEllt7s. 

C H A RON, according to Hefiod's theogony, was­
the Con of Erebus and Nox, the parents of the 

grt:areft part of the infernal monners. His pofi was to 
terry the fOuls 0," the deceared over the waters of Ache-

(2.) From Haropb, or Harop. a noxious fly i or from Arbeh, a 
locUlt. " 

D z ron, 
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ron. His fare was never under one half. ptnny, nor ex­
ceeding three. which "ere put in the mOllth of the per­
fons interred; for as to fuch bodies who were tll.'Jlit:d 
funeral rites. their ghofts were forced to wander an hun­
dre.d years on the banks of the river, Virgil's lEneid VI. 
330. before they could be admitted to a paffage. The 
Hermonienfes alone claimed a free paffage. becaufe their 
country lay fo near Hell. Some mortal heroes alfo, by 
the favour of the gods. were allowed to vifit the ,infer­
Dal realms. and return to li~ht; fucll as Hercules, Orphe-
us. U1yffes. Thefeus and lEneas. . 

This venerable boatman of the lower world. is repre. 
rented as a fat fqualid old man, with a bufhy grey beard 
and rheumatic eyes, his tattered rags (carce covering his 
nakednefs. His difpofition is mentioned as rough and 
morofe. treating all his patfengers with the fame impar­
tial ruElcnefs. without regard to rank, age or fex. We 
filall in the fequel fee that Charon was indeed are. 
perfon. and juftly merited this charafler. 

After crofling the Acheron, in a den adjoining to the 
entrance of Pluto's palace. was placed Cerberus, or the 
three headed dog, born of Typhon and Echi&na. and 
the drelldful maftifF, who guarded thefe gloomy abodes. 
He fawned upon all who entered, but devoured all who 
attempted to get back ;, yet Hercules once mafiered him, 
and dragged him up to earth, ~here in firuggling, a foam 
dropped from his mouth, which proctuced the poifonous 
Herb, called aconite or wolf-bane. 

Htfiod gives Cerberus fifty, and fome a hundred head!! ; 
but he is more commonly reprefented with three. As 
to the refi. he had a tail ot a dragon. and inftead of 
hair. his body was coveted with ferpents of all k.inds •. 
The dreadfulnefs of his bark or howl, Virgil's }Eneid 
VI. 416, and the intolerable fiench of his breath, heigh­
tened the deformity of the pidure. which ot ilCe1f was 
41Biciently difagreeable. 

C H A P.-
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PXXIV. 

Of Nox and ber Progeny, DUTH"SuEP, lec. 

N OX was the m~ft ilntient of the dt"ities, and Orpheu, 
afcribes to her the generati9n of gods and men. 

I She was even. reckontd ol~er than Chaos. She had a 
: ~umerous off,pring 9£ imagipary children, as Lyffa, or 
. Mad~fl;,. C.;nflYfTiiion, Death, Sleep, !%~ 
: ,J} ~hich Ihii7 a father. From 

WI h.Eribus .Dk&f, La-bour, Lflflii7, 

nit', Uarkners, ComDklflim:! 
Mey, and Care, DifapP{ilnrmflflf 
tafe, War a !hort ail t~ 
tend life, and f,:iiiDd the palace 
c:eiye his tDditqaods. 
~ Death brings down all mortals to the infernal ferry. It 
il raid that ber m<!tI'!er No~ beftowed a peculiar care ill 
her educatiolf, and tbat Deatn had a -&"&t. a&eaion for 
her brother Somnus/ or' S~ of wJilofe palace Virgil hal 
given us a fi~·defcrtption., JEoeid VI • .$1}1.. Somnus had 
fever!ll children i of whom' Morpheus was the moR: remark~ 
abl,e for his hUffAflUr, ~d excelleM 
micking the iTifTkind. 

Amongft goddefs Nox, 
reprefented hulding in each banh 
lYi lb their l hat in her right 
lignify fleep. black. to figurr 
death. TJ\e facrifice (;ft"ered to her was a,cock, 
of its enmity to <larknefs,. and rejoicing at the light: Som. 
nus ,was ufudlly .reprc:fented with wil}gs, to dfllote his 
univerfal fway. 

Of the Infi;fflkkl 

C l-I A P. XXV. 

wfe infernal regit:Hl~. 
tSflO roads which 

the tribunal of tde zhree in. 
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exorable judges, who ellamine tlote dead, aDd pars a final 
(entence on departcd fouls. The chief of thefe: was 
Minos the fon of Jupiter by Europa. alld brother of Rha­
damanthus andSarpedon. After his father's death the 
Cretans would not admit him to fueceed in the kingdom, 
till praying to Nep,une to·gil·e him a fign, that god eauf­
ed a horfe to rife out of the rea, on which he obtained 
the kingdom. Some think this alludes to his reducing 
thefe ifhnders to fubjeaion, by means of a powuful fleet. 
Jt is added, that Jove. kept him nine years concealed 
in a cave, to teach him laws and the art of government . 
. ·RhaciamaDlhus his brother was -alfo a great ~gi{hfor. 
It is faid that having killed his brother, he fled to Oecha-

. lia in Bzotla. where he married Alemena the widow of 
t\mphYlrioD. His province was to judge fuch as died 
impenitent. 

JEacus was the fon of Jupiter by JEgina. When the 
lie of JEgina (fo called trom his mother) was depopu­
lated by a plague, his father in compaRion to his grief. 
C:hanged atl the ants there into men' and women. The 
meaning of which fable is, . that when the pyrates had 
depopulated the. country, and forced the people to fly 
to caves;· .£acu. encouraged them to come out, and by 
commeree and indufiry recover what they had left. His 
charatier for jullice was fuch, that in a time of univer6 

( .. 1 drought he was nominated by the nelphic oracle to 
iDterceed for Greece, and his prayer was anfwered. 
. Rhadamanthus and ·JEacus were only inferior judges, 
the firft of whom examined the Afiatlcks, tJvllatter the 
RuropeaRs, and bore only plain rods as a mark. of their 
office. But all tlifficult cafes were referred to Minos, 
"ho fat over them with a fcepter of gold. Their court 
was held in a large meadow, ca1!ed the field of truth. 
Plato aDd TuIl, add Triptolemus to thefe as a fourLh 
judge •.. 

c~ A P. 
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C HAP. XXVI. 

Of TAItTAItUI, and the EUMBNIDBS or Fual ... 

I N the recefi"es of the infernal regions lay the (eaf of 
abode of the wicked (ouls, called Tartarus.' Tepre­

-tented by the poets -as a vall deep pit. furrounded with 
walls and gates of brafs, and totally deprived of light. 
This dreadful prifon is furrounded by. the waters of Phle­
gethon. ~hich emit continual flames. The cuftody of 
the unfor,moate wretches doomed to this place of puni1h­
ment, is given to the Eumenides or Furies, wbo are at 
once their gaolers and exec-utioners.' -
~ The names of tbefe avengeful fifters were Tifiphone, 
AleClo. and Megreta ; but they went by the general ap­
pellation of the Furire. on account of the rage and dif­
traClion attending a guilty confcierice": of Eryllfliz or 
Erynnyes, becaufe of the feverity of their pllnifllment { 
al'ld Eumenides, becaufe though ~rllel they were cal,>a­
ble of fupptication, asOrefters found by following the 
advice of Pallas, Tneir birth is (0 differently related. 
that it- is impofnble to fix their genealogy or parentage. 
Indeed the theogony of the Greeks and Romans requires -
an uncommon clue to get out of the labyrinth which 
fiaion has contrived; 
" Though the Furies were implacable, they were fuf­

ceptible of love. We find an inftance of this' in Tifi­
phone. -who growing enamoured with Cyrh:eron, an a­
miable youth, and fearing to affright him by her form, 
got a third perron to difclore her thme.. He was fo un­
happy to rejeCl her fuit, on which Ihe threw one of her 
fnakes at him, which twining round his body Ilrangled 
him. All the conrolation he had in death was to be chan& .. 
cd into a monntain, which fiill bears his name. 

Thefe goddelfes were fo terrible, that it was in (orne 
degree (acrilegious to invoke their name. Yet however 
the objecb of terror, they had their temples, as at 
Athens near the Areopagus, at Cafina in Arcadia, and 
at Carmia in the Peloponnefo'l. But their higheft fo­
lemnities were - at Telphui\a in Arcadil, where their 
prielle1fes went by the name of Herychida:, and the 

D " facrifices 
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lacrifices were performed at midnight, amidft a profound 
filence, a black ewe burnt whole being the, viflim. Ne 
wine was ured in the libations, ·but only limpid water, 
or a liquor made of boney; and tm: wreaths' u(ed wen 
of the flowers of the NarcUfus and Crocus inter~ixed. 

The mythologifis have affigned ~arJl of thde tor­
mentr~fl'es their particular department. Tifiphone is 
(aid to punifh the fins arifing from hatred and anger; 
Magzra thofe occafioned by envy; and AleBo .he crimes 
owing to ambition and luft. Some make but one fury. 
called Adraftia, the daughter of Jupiter and NtctffiL)" 
and the avenger of all vice.' . 

The Furies are depiBed with hair compored of (oakes. 
and eyes inflamed with madners, carrying in one hand 
",·hips and iron chains, and in the other fiaming ton:hes; 
)lidding a dirmallight. Their robes are black, and their 
feet of brars, to 1hew their purfuit, though flow, is ftcadJ 
and certain. 

]s'it pomble to conceive, that afrer this folemn and hor­
rid reprefentation, the Elimenidcs, or Furies, fhould be 
quite harmlefs beings 1 And the very deformities afcribed 
to them the fymbols of national joy and repofe. The 
Egyptians ured thefe figures to denote the three months of 
autumn. The ferpent was with that people, the hiero­
glyphic of life, light and happinefs the torch was the pub­
lic indication of a facrifice. And they placed two quails at 
the feet of the figure, to fi,gnify that the general fecurity 
was owing to the plenty ot the ftaron. All this is eluci­
dated by the naml'S of thefe vinonary beings, Tifiphone 
(3), Aleflo (4), and Meg~ra (5) ; which are all d.:rivtd 
from ciJcumfiancfs relating to the viutage. 

(3) From Tfaphan'to inclofe or hide, and TJeponeh, the time 
of putting wine into pitche"," 

(4) From Leket, to ~ther. ' 
(5). F:rom Migberab the finking of the dregs, or the clarifying 

the wme. 
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C HAP. XXVII. 

Oflhe/abulous Petrons punifhed in TAIlTAIll1S.' 

T HE poets, ift order to people this dirma! region. 
have placed here 'he Giants or Titans, who re­

belled againft Jupiter, and who are bound ill everlafting 
chains. They a1fo mention feveral orher notorious cri. 
minals condemned to futf~r here, the chief of who~ 
follow: 

TityliS was the fon of J opiter and Elara, daughter of 
the river Orchomenius in Thefl"1I1y. His fatber, ap­
pr~henfive of Juno's j~aloury, it is (aid, concealed bim 
in the earth, where be grew to a monfirous bulk. He 
!'efided in Panopcea, where he b~came formidable for 
rapine and cruelty, till Apo 10 killed him' for endeavour­
ing '0 ravifb Latona; Ihough olhers (ay, he was fiain 
by Diana for all attempt OD ber chaftiry He was next 
(ent to 1)rtarus, and chained down on his back, hilt 
body taking up fuch a. compafs as to cover Dine acres. 
In this porture a vulture continually preyed on his liver. 
which Hill grew again as (aft as it was confilmed. 

Phl~yas was th. fon of Mars, and king of tbe La­
pithc, a people of Their.1y: Apollo having debauched 
hi ... daughter Coronis, to revenge the jnjU! y he fet fire to 
the temple of Delphos; for wbich (acrilege that god kill­
ed him wilh his arrows, and thruft him into Tartarus,' 
where he is rentenced to fit, under a huge rock,. which 
hanging over his head, tbreatens him with perpetual <k- . 
ftrullioJl. 

Ixion was the (on of Mars and Pifidicl.', or~ as others 
fay, of lEthon and pjfione. Havillg married Dia, the 
daughter of D:oneus, he promired very coofiderable 
pre.eots to her tatntr for his confent; bu~ to elude the 
performaoce, be invited him to a feaft, and murdered' 
him. Stung witb remorre for the crime, be run mad~ 
fo that Jupiter in compaffioo not ooly forgave him, but 
took him up into heaven, where he bad Ihe impiety to 
endeavQur to ccrrupt Juno. Jypitet, to be the betCer 
a!rured of his wickfdnefs, formed a cloud in the fhape of 
his wife, upon which Ixion begot the Centaurs. But 

D .s boafiin& 
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boall:ing of his happinefs, Jove hurled him dowA to Tar-, 
tarus, where he lits fixed on a wheel encompafi"ed with 
(erpents, and which turns without ceafing. . 

~iliphus was a defcenrlant of lEolus, and married Me­
rope; one of the Pleiades, who bore him Glaucus., His 
rtfidence was at Epyra in Peloponnd'us, and he was a 
crafty man. The rfafons given for his punifhmtnt arc 
various, though all the poets agree as to its nature, which 

,was to roll a great fione to the top of a hill, from whence 
it confiantly fell down agai!l. (0 that his labour was ill-
ceffantlv renewed (6). ' 

Tantalus, a Phrygian monarch,. the {on of Jupiter, 
and the nymph Plota, had the impiety in an entertain. 
inent he gave the gods to kill his fon Pelops and ferve him 
up as one of' the difhcs. All the deities perceived the 
fraud but Ceres. who eat one of his fhoulders; but in 
compaflion to his fate, fhe reftored him to life by boiling 
him in a cauldron, and gave him an ivory arm ,to {upply 
the defeEt. The crime of the father did not pafs unpun­
n:fhed. He was plaad in Tartarus, where he was aft.liBed 
with eternalthirfi and hung'!r, having water and the moft 
ilelicious fruits ftill within his reach ; but not being able 
fo tafie either, becaufe they vanifhed before his touch. 
O~id IV. 44\. , 

Salmoneus, king of Elis, Virgil, lEn. VI. )'S5' had 
the prefumption to perfonate Jupiter, by driving a cha­
~jot over a bridge of brafs, and caning flaming torches 
amongfl the fj)eaato~s, to imitate thunder and lightning. 
For this be was doomed to the tortures of thi, infernal 
dungeon. 

The Belides complete this fabulous catalogue,. They 
were the daughters of Danaus the fon of Belus, wt.o 
,,'as cotemporary with Cecr~ps king of Athens. This 
prince, who came from Egypt into • Greece, expelled 
Sthenelus king of the Argives out of his kingdom9 and 
by different wives had thele fifty fifters. His brotaer 
Egyptus, with whom he had fome difference, propofed 
II recondliluion9 by marrying his fifty fons with their 

(6). Some.make Syfyph?S a Trojan fecretary, who waspuni!hed' 
for d,fcovenng fecrets of ftate. Others fay he was Ii notonous 
l·obber killed Dy Thefeus. . 

fair 
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fair eouGn germans. The wedding was agreed, but Da­
naus perfidioufly direaed each, of his daughters to morder 
their hulbands on the marriage night. Hypermnefira 
alone fufi"ered Lineeus to efcape to Lyrcea near Argos 
(7 1• The Belides, for this unnatural crime, were con­
demned te draw water out of a we/1 with fieves, and pour 
it into a certain veB"tl; fo t~at their labour was without 
cod or'fuecefs. 

C HAP. XXVIII. 

Of the ELYSIAN FIELDS, and LETHE. 

By way of contrafi ro Tartarm, or the priron of the'­
wicked, let us place the Elyfian fields, or the happy 

abodes of the juft and good; of which ViJogil, of all the 
antient poets, has given us the mofi agreeable piaure. 
Virgil's lEneid VI. 635. It were endlers to give aU the 
Yaiiety of defcriptions, which a fubjea of this nature 
aWords room for. An eternal fpring of flowers and ver­
dure. a Iky always ferene, and fanned by ambrofial breez­
es, -an univerfal hai"mony and uni(lterrupted joy enbalmed 
tbefe delightful regions. But at the end of a certain period 
the fouls placed here returned to tbe world to re-animate' 
new bodies, before which tbey were obliged to drink at 
the. rivfF Lethe (8), whofe waters had the virtue to create 
an o~livion of .a11 that had paffed in the former part of 
their lives. 

To illuftrate all this complexed chaos of fable~ let 
,DS once more have recourfe to the Egyptian mythology, 
where we /hall find the whole fecret of Tartarus and 
the :Klyfian fields unravelled. There was near each of 
the Egyptian towns a certain ground appointed fOf a 
common burial. place. That at Memphis, as defcribed 
by Diodorus, lay on the other fide of the lake Ache­
~lia (9) to the ·/hore of which the de~ared perfon was 

( 7) He aftewards dethroned Danaus. 
(11) AfC. 'T~~ A~~ or Oblivion •. 
(9) From Acharei, after, and i/h., man, (o.rnes Acha~i~, or the 

laft :llate of man, or Achet'on, .that Ill; the ultunate cendltion. 
. brought, 
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brought and fet before a tribunal of judges appointed to 
examine into his condotl. If he had not paid his debts 
his body was delivered to his creditors, till his rtla­
tions rdeaCed it, by colletlillg the fums dlle. If he had 
1I0t faithfully obfervcd the laws his body was left unburi­
ed, or probably thrown into a kind of common thore 
called Tartarus (,). The fame hiftorian informs us, that 
near Memphis there was a leaking veifel into whicli they 
inceifantly poured Nile water, which circumft~nce gives 
ground to imagine, that the place where unburied bodies 
were cail out, was furrounded with emblems expreffive of 
torture or remorfe, fuch as a man tied on a whed always 
in motion j another whofe heart was the prey of a ,ul­
ture 5 and a third rolling a ftone up a hill with fruirlers 
toil. Hence the fables of hion. Prometheus and Syfi­
phus.-

WheRo no aecufu appeared againft the dec:eaCed. or 
the a(.cufer was convitled of faUhood, they ceafed to 
lament him, and his panegyrick was made ; after which 
he was delivered to a certain fevere ferryman, who by 
order of the judges, and never without Jr, received the 
body into his boat (2) and tranfported it a-crofs the 
lake, to a plain embellifhed with groves, brooks, and I 

ether rural. ornaments. This place was called Elizour, 
(3h or the habitation of joy. At the entrance of it, 
was plaeed the figure of a dog witl) three pair of jaws, 
which they called Ccrrberus (.4); and the c~remony of 
interment \Vas ended by thrice (5) fprinkling fand over 
the aperture of the vault, and thrire bidding the de­
ceafed adieu_ All thefe wife fymbols addreffed as fo 
many inflrullions to the people, became the fourees of 
endlefs fillion, when tranfplanted to Greece and Rome • . . 

(J) From the Chaldaick Tarah, admonition, doubled comes 
Tanarah, or Tartarus, that is, an extraordinary warning. 

(~) Sometimes the judges denied even their kings funeral rites 
on account of their mlf-gI)vernment. 

~ 3) From Elizo"t, f·lIl fatisfaaion, or a p~ace of repofe and joy. 
. (4) They placed this image on account of that ammal's known 
fiuelitr to man, The three heads denoted the three funeral erie. 
over the corpfe, which is &he meaning of the name, from Ceri or 
Cri, an exclamation; and Ber the grave or vault, cOIDca Ctrber, 

-,

erberu., the cries of ~grave. 
5) Inje!lfl tlr /ul'll"'. Horace, book I. ode 28. The 

0'9",,,d by Coogle 
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The Etyptains tegardeddeath as. a deliverance (6). The 
boat of tranfportation tbey called Deris (7), or tranquil­
lity' ~ and th~ waterman who was i',"partial in .the jull: .ex~ 
ecllUon of his office, they Il:yled Charon. whlcb fignifi.:s 

. inflexibility or wralb. 

CHAP. XXIX. 

Of ApOLLO. 

T HIS ddty makes·one of the moft conrpicuous ligures 
in the heathen IheQlogy, indeed not unjufily, trom 

'the glorious attJibutes afcribcd to him of being tbe g.tI of 
flight, .,t.iici,u, vtrfi and propblCY Tully mentions four of 
this name, the moft antient. of whom was the fOil of 

. Vulcan, and tutelary god of the Athenians; the fecund. 
:fon of-Cc:irybas, and born in Cffte; the third an Arcadian. 
-caUed Nomion, frotJ! his being a great legifiator; and the 
!aft to ~hom' th!: greateft honour is afcribed. the (on of 
Jupit~i~aild Latona (8 , whofe beauty having gained the 
affeeHon· of .the king of the god~, Juno, on difcovering 
her pre'gnancy drove her out of heaven, and commaQded 
tbe ferpent Python to defiroy her, from whofe purfuit La ... 
tona fled to the ifle of Delos in the fhape of a quail (9) • 

. where ihe was ddivered of twim called Olana and Apol1o~ 
the latttr gf whom foon after his. birth, dtftroyed the 
monfter Python with his arrows (I), though fome defer 
the time ot tbisvi80ry till he came to riper years. But· 
Latona's troubles did not end here, for flying inlo Lycia 
*itb her children fbe was denied the water of .he fouotain 
Mela, by the fbepherd Niocles and his c\own~, upon 
~hich fhe turned them into frogs. After fettling her fon 

(6) They cal!ed it Peloutah, alleviation or deliverance. Horace 
. ~ has the f3me tholight •. 

Le,vllrl fwr8uIn pauperenz LaboribuJ. Carm. I. s. Od. 111. 
(7) Beri, quiet, ferenity; whence Diodoms S!culus calls Cha­

ron's bark Baris. 
(8) The daughter of Cams the Titan, an!il·PhCE~ • 

. (9)" Whence the ine was called Ortygia, though fame ray that 
Neptune raifed it out of the fea to give her refuge. 

(1) Some atrert that Diana amlle<l him in his figbt. 
Apollo ... 
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Apollo in Lycia, /he returned to Delos, and Dian(went to 
refide in Crete 

The 
moil 
of the 
on the 
of tbe 

Apollo are 
his quarrels 
£'2n JEfCuldpiu~, 
uto, that he decrtut;:d 

u2sres he performed, 
kdlrd the Cyclops, 

thunderurltr, he was bani/hed 

The 

re-

dured great (uffcrings on earth, being forced to 
felf as a lhepherd to (2) Admetus, king of ThefTaly, 
,during his exereifing whieh office, he is (aid to have in. 
vented the lyre or lute, to (ooth his trouble. J n this 
retirement an odei incident baRpened to him; Mercury 
was born in the morning, by noon he had learued mn-
tick, and zhe teftudo; . and rrrring 

fo amufed hirn z,ew 
nd an opportunity nat-

the thEft, and . rr'fii. 
tution, his bow and he 
was forced his revenge into 

From hisrdlo removed to 
tled near Enrotas, where he 
a fair boy called Hy'acinthus, with \\ hom being at play, 
Zephyrus through envy blew Apollo's quoit at his 
head, and killed him on.the fpot. To preferve his me­
mory, the god from hi's blood raired the flower which 
bears his name (4)' Though aceo,ding to others he 

, only . violet (which 
into a 

b"rrriful boy, a faVr2mltr 
for the death 

(1.) Some give this hi!l:ory another tum, and ten us that }2,polla. 
being king of the Arcadians, and depofed for his tyranny, fled ta. 
Admetus, who gave him the command of the country lying near 
1i1e river Amphryf.~s, inhabited by fhepherds. 

(3) ere boves olim, nf/i rcddidiffis. . 
Fer dolum mRo/as, que rum mlllaCI 

Yoce dum terret, Viduus Pharetra 
Rilit Apollo. HUl'at. Lib, I, Ode X. 1. 10. 

(4) Th~ EFdnth vivlet. 
rEeer 

Digitized 
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deer he loved, was changed by him into a cyprefs tree, 
which is fince'facred to funeral rices., 

Apollo next vifited I.aomeden king of Troy, where 
finc!ing Neptune in the fame condition with himfelf, and 
exiled from heaven, they agreed with that king 10 furnilh 
bricks to build the walls of his capital: he allQ affified Al­
cathous in building a labyrinth, in which was a fione­
whereon he ufed to depofit his lyre, and which emitted an 
liarmonious found on the flightefi ftroke. 

Though Apollo was difiinguilhed for his excellency in 
mufic, yet he .was extremely jealous of rivallhip on this 
head. The Milfes were under his immediate proteflioDp 

and .the grafhopper was confecrated to him by the Athe­
nians on account. of its harmony (S) .. We find Midas 
king of Phrygia being conftituted judge between him and 
Pan, .ho pretended to vie with him in harmony, and 
giving judgm,ent for the latter. was rewarded with a pair 
of ais's ears, to point out his bad tafte (6). Ovid has 
defcribed this ftory in an agreeable manner. Linus, who 
excelled all mortals in Dlufick, prefuming to fing with' 
Apollo, was punifhed with -death; nor did Malfyas the 
fatyr efcape milch better, for having found a Bute or pipe. 
which Minerv3 Ihrew away (7), he had the vanity to dif. 
putI.' the prize with Apollo, \\ho being decreed victor:. 
hung lip his antagonifi on the next pine 'tree, and flayed 
him alive; but afterwards changed him into a river, which 
falls into the Meander • 
. This deity was fo 1killed in the bow, that his arrows 

were always fatal., Python and the Cyclops experienced 
their force. When tbe _giant Thyus endeavoured to 
;avilh Diana, he transfixed and threw hi~n into hen, 
where the vultures preyed on his liver. Niobe the daugh­
ter of Tantalpst and wife of Amphion, bting happy in 

(5). The Grecian poets celebrate t~e gra/hopper as a ~ rna'. 
fical mfea, that lings amongll: the hlglieft: brallches of the trees j 
fo that it mull: have Deen a very dilfert:nt ,creature from the gl'al­
hopper kn.own to us. See the notes. in Cook's Hefiod~ . 

(6) OVid, Book XI. Fab.11I. lme 90. . . . 
(7) llecaufe as fh.e ble~ it, feeing herfelf in_ a fount;tm, fbe 

found it _deformed her .face.. _ , 

'feven 

r 
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f'even (ons and as many daugbters, was (0 foolilh as t() 
prefer her(elf to Latona. This fa enraged Apollo and 
Diana, that the former lIew her fons with his darts, and 
the latter killed her daughters in the embraces of their 
mother, whom Jupiter in compaffion to her incdfant grief, 
turned into a ftone. "hich fiill emits moifiure infiead of 
tears (8 ,. 

The true meaning of the fable of Niobe is this; it fig­
Ilified the annual inundation of Egypt. The affront fhe 
offered to Latona was a fymbol, to denote the neceflity 
fue laid that people under of retreating to the higher 
trOJ,lnds. The fourteen children of Niobe are thefour,eert 
cubits,. that marked the increafe of the Nile 1"9). Apollo 
and Diana killing them with their arrows, n:prefenrs ]a­
bour and induftry, with the affifiance of the fun's warm 
influence, overcoming thefe difficltlties. after the retreat 
of the flood. Niobe's being turned to a fione, was owing 
to an equivocation. The continuance of l'Iiobe was the 
prefervation of Egypt. But the word Selau, which lig­
nified faf~ty, by a fmall alteration (Selaw) txprtffed a 
fione. Thus Niobe became a reN pertOn metamorphofed 
to a rock. 

Apollo refembled his father Jupiter, in ilis great pro­
penflty to love. He lilent fame time with Venus in the 
ille of Rhodes, and during thfir interview it is faid the 
1ky rained gold, and the earth was covered ~ith lillies 
and rofes. His mofi celebrated amour was with Daphne~ 
(the daughter of the dver Peneus}, a virgin of Thef:' 
faly, who was herftlf prepoffetnd in favour of Lucip­
pus, a youth of her own age. Apollo, to be rev~nged. 
on his rival, put it in his head to di·guife himfelf a­
mongfi the virgins who went a bathing, who difco­
-vering the deceit, nabbed him. After this the god pur­
fued. Daphne, who flying to preferve her chaftity, was • 

• on her in treaties to the gods, changed into a laurel (I}. 

(8) Ovid, Book VI .. J. llo. .. . 
(9) The ltatue of NlIe In the TullJenes at· Paris, has fourteen-

chi1dren placed by it. to denote theli: cubits. . 
(I) Ovid, Book I. I. 556. 

-- grafping at nnpty praift -
Hej1UlJ(heJIIJ LQ<IIt~ 1l1lJjilliJ his arllls with. bays. Waller •• 

wl~ 
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wnore leaves Apollo immediately confecrated to bind his 
templt'S, and msde that tree the reward of poetry. 

The nymph Bolina. rather than yield to his luit, threw 
herfelf into the fea, for which he rendered ller immortal:­
nor was he much more fuC'cefsful in his courtfhip of the 
nymph Cafialia, who vanifhed from him in the form of 
a fountain, which was after~ards facred to the mufes (2).' 
He debauched Leucothoe, daughter of Orchanus, king of 
Babylon, in the fhape af her mother Eurynome. elytia. 
her fifier, jealous of her happinefs, difcovered the amour 
to their father, who ordered Leucothoe to be buried a­
lh,e. Her lover, in pity to her fate, poured neaar on the 
(!rave, which turned the body into the tree v.hich weeps 
the gum called frankincenre. He then abandoned Clytia, 
1i!'bo pined away, continually looking on the fun, till the 
became the Heliotrope or flIll flower (3) • 

. Of the children of Apollo, we thall fpeak more at large 
in the following feElion 

Apollo had a great variety of name!, either taken from 
his principal attributes, or the chief places where.he was 
worlhipped. He was called the Healer, from his enliven­
ing warrruh and cheering influence, and Pzan (4), from 
the peftilential heats; to fignify the former, the antients 
placed the graces in his right hand, and for the latter a 
bow and arrows in his left; Nomius, or the fhepherd, 
from his fertilizing the earth, and thence fufiaining the 
animal creation; Delius (;), fr()m his rendering all things 
rnanifefi; Pythias. from his viaory over Python; Lycius. 
Pho:bus. and Phaneta, from his purity and fplendor. 

The principal places where he was worfhipped, wer~ 
Chryfus, Tenedos, Smyntba, Cylla, Cyrrha. Patrcea. 
Claro&, Cynthius, Able!, a city in -Lycia, at Mi1c:tus~ 
and amongfi ,the M:e9nial1s, from atl which places he 
was deneminattd. He had an orade and temple at 
Tegyra, near which were two remarkable fountains. 

(l) Thence called Ca/t:ilian fillers. 
(3) Ovid, Book IV •.. 1. 7-c).S, 

t .... > 'A .. o r~ trA' •• ' 1'4. a.,,,,. 
h) 'A J 4 1':; I'; "II. tr~.r. ~G .. i:·. 

cal1ed,.-
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called the Palm and the Olive, on account Q( the (weet. 
nefs and ,ranfparcncy of the water. He had aft oracle at 
Delos, for fix months in the fummer feafon, which for 
the relt: of the year was removed to Patara in Lycia, 
and thefe removals were'made with great folemnity. But 
his moil celebrated temple was at Delphos, the original 
of which was thus: Apollo being inltrufled in the art 
f)f divination by Pan, the fon of Jupiter, and the nympb 
Thymbris, went to this oracle, where at that time The. 
inis gave her anfwers; hut the ferpent Python hinder­
~ng him from approaching the oracle, he flew him, 
,nd fo took pOfi"effion of it. His. tel1.lple here, ,in pro. 
eefs of time, became fo frc:quented, that it was called 
the oracle of the earth, and all the nations an~ princes 
in the world vied with each other in their munificence 
to it. Crrefus, king of Lydia, gave at one time ~ thou­
(and talel)ts of gold to maltean altar there, befides, pre­
fents of immenfe value at other times. Phalaris, the tyrant 
,?f Agrigentum, prefented it a brazen b!-lll, a mafter.l?ie~e 
of art. The refponfes here ,were delIvered by a virgIn 
prieffers (6) called Pythia, or PhCEhas, plaCed on ,8 tripos 
(;)or ftool with three feet, called alfo cortina, from the 
{kin' of 'the Python with which it was covered. It is 
imcertain' after what manner, there oracles were delivered. 
ihou~h Cicero fuppoles the ~ithonefs was infpired. or ra­
ther mloxicated hy certain vapours which afcended from 
the cave. In ltaly, Apollo had a cel,ebrated Ibrine at 
mount Soraae, where his priefts wc;re fo remarkable 
for fanflity, that ~hey could w~lk ~n burning coals un­
burt. ' The Romans erefled ,to him many temples. Af­
ter the battle of Aflium, which decided, the fate of the 
fVorld, and fecured the empire to Augullus, this prince 

• not only built him a chapel on that promontory. and 
renewed the folemn gimes ,to him, but foon after raifed 
a molt magnificent temple to him on mount Paliltine in 
Rome, the whole of Clarlan marble. The gate's were 

(6) Some fay that the Pythonefs being once debauched, the ora· 
cles were aftenvards delivered by an ola wolllan in the drefs of a 
young maid. ' 

(7) Authors ~ as to the tripos, fome making it a veJlH in 
which the prieftefs ba.thed. 

of 
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of ivory exquifirely carved, and ever the frontifpeice were 
the {olar chariot and herfts of maffy go~d. The portico 
contained a noble libtary of the Greek and Latin authors. 
Within, the place was dfcorated with noble paintings, and 
a ftatue of the god by the famous Scopas, attended by a 
gigantic figure in braes fiity feet high. In the area were 
four brazen cows, reprefenting the dau~hters of Pr:1!tu~, 
king of the Arl;ives, who were chargc:d mto that form tor 
prttuming to f1val Juno in beauty. '1 btfe ftatues were 
wrought by Myron. 

The ufual facrifices to Apollo, were lambs, bulls and 
oxen. The animals facri:d to him were the wolt~ from his 
acutenefsof fight; the crow from her augury, or foretelling 
the weather; the fwall,. from its divining i'ts own death; 
'he hawk, from its boldnefs in fligllt; and the cock, from 
its foretelling his rife. The gra/hopper was alfo reckoned 
agreeable to him on account of'its mufic. Of trees~ the 
laurel, palm, olive and juniper, were moll inefieem with 
him. All young men, when thei·r beards grew, confecrat­
eel their locks iii. his temple, as the virgins did theirs itt the 
temple of Diana. . 

The four great attributes of Apollo were divilratiDlI, 
Ma/i"g, mujir, and IlTch,TY; all wl'lich maniftftly refer to 
the {un. Light difpelling darknefs is a ftrong emblem of 
tlUth difiipating ignorance;.what conduces more to life 
and health than the (olar warmth, or can there be a jufter 
(ymbal of the planetary harmony than Apollo's (7) lyre 1 
As his darts are faidto have defiroyed the monfier PytHon, 
fo his rays dry ·ul' the noxious moifiure, which is perni-
ciolls to vegetation and frtiitfulnefs. . . . 

The Perfian'S, who hao a high veneration for this planet, 
adored it, and the light proceeding from it, by the names 
of Mithra and Orofmanes; the Egyptians by thofe of Oli­
ris and 0ras; and from their antiquities, let us now feek 
forne iIlufiration of the birth and adventures of Apollo. 

The lfis which pointed out the neom'IIia, Of mpnthly 
lellivaJ, before their annual inundation, was the (ym-

(7) The (even things of which are raid to reprerent the feTe& 
planets. . 

. bolical 
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bolieal figure of a creature with the upper part of a 
woman, and the hinder of a lizard, placed in a reclining 
pofture. This they called Leto (8:, and ufed it to lignify 
to the people the necemty of laying in the provifions ~ 
olives, patched corn, and fuch other kinds of dry food. 
for their fllbfifrence. during the flood. Now when the 
waters of the Nile decreafed time enough to allow them a 
month, before the entrance of the fun into Sagitta.rills. 
the Egyptian farmer was fure of leifl,lre enough to lUrvey 
and fow his ground, and of remaining in ablolute fecurity 
till harvefr. This conqueft of the Nile MiS reprefented by 
an Orus, or image, armed with arrows, and fubduing 
the monfter Python. This Ihey called Ores (9), or 
Apollo (I). The figure of Ills ahove-mentiOlTed, they' 
alfo friled Deione, or Diana (z), and they put in her hand 
the qUoil, a bild which with them was the emblem_ of 
fecurity (3)' 

Thefe emblems, carried by tbe Phznicians into Greece, 
gave rife to all the fable of Latona perfecuted by the Python~ 
and f1)·ing to Delos in the form of a quail, where file. 
bore Orus and Dione, or Apollo and Diana. Thus (as Oil 

former acealions) the hieroglyphicks only defigned to point 
out the regular feftivals, and to infirua the people in what 
they were to do, became io the eod the objeas ot a fenfe­
lefs and grofs idolatry. 

When Tyre was beGeged by Alexanaer, the eitizell1 
bound the tlatue of Apollo with chains of gold; but 
when that conqueror took the place, he releafed the 
diety, who'thence obtained the name of Philalexand rus~ 
or the friend ot Alexander. At Rhodes, where he was 
wor(hipped in a peculiar manner .. there was a coldral' 
image of him at the mouth of the harbour {eyeoty cubits 

high '4'. 
(8) From Leto, or Letoab, a lizard. 
(9) From Hores, a dellroyer or walier. 

~l~ Apollo figOlfies the faille. . . 
1. From Del, CuRic· ncy, comes Deione, abundance 
3 Selave in the Ph~ician fignifics fecurity. as alfo a quail t­

bence they uCed tbe quail to lignify the thing. Tbe Latin word$ 
Salus a.nd Salvo lI'e derived from hence, 

(4) We1h;tll Cpeak. of dlis hereafter. 
PhC1!bu~ 
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Phcebus (5) was very differently reprefented in different 

i::)untries and times, according to the character he affilm';' 
~d. To 'depiCt the folar light, the Perfans ufed a figure 
~ith the head of a lion covered whh a Tiara, in the Per­
fian garb, aDd holding a mad bull by the horns, a (ym­
bol plainly of Egyptian original. The latter people ex­
preffed hiin fometimea by a circle with rays; at other 
timeS by a fceptre with an eye over it; hut their great em­
blem of the 10lar light, as difiinguifhed frpm the orb 
itfelt'; was the golden feraph, or fiery flying ferpent (6) • 
. The Hicropolitans fhewed him with a pointed beard., 
,tbereby expreffing the firong emiffion of his rays dow,,-. 
ward; oyer his head was a bafket of gold, reprefentinJ 
the zthereal light: he had a brean-plate on, and in hiS 

right-hand held a fpear, on the fummit of which fiood 
the image of viaory (fo that Mars is but one of his at. 
tributes); this befpoke him frrdifiable and ruling all 
things: in iiis left hand was a flower, intimating the ve­
getable creation nouriflled, matured, and continued by his 
beams: around bis fhoulders he wore a vell, depiaed wilh 
~orgonsand foakes: this takes in Minerva, aod by it is 
exprdred the virtue and vigo~r of the folar warmth, en~ 
livening the apprehenfion and promoting wifdom; wheAce 
alfo he is with great propriety the prefident of the mufes : 
clo{~ by were the expanded wings of the eagle, repre­
renting the zther, firetched out from him as from its pl'O­
per center: at his feet were three female figures encircled 
by a feraph, that in the midft being the emblem of the 
earth rifing in beauty from the midft of "ature and C'onru~ 
foil (the other twoj by the emanation of his light, figni_ 
lied by the feraph or dragon. 

Under the charaaer of the fUQ, Apollo was depiaed 
in a chariot drawn by four horfes, whofe names the 
poets have taken care to· give us as 'well as thofe of 
Pluto. The p<)efs feigned each night that he went to 
rell with Thetis. in the ocean, and that the next morn_ 
ing tbe Hours got re,dy his horfes for him to renew his . 

(5) From Phecib, the fouree, and ob the overflowing, or the 
{mlrel! 0/ the inundatjon, the Egyptians exprefrmg the annual ex. 
eels of- the Nile by a fun, with a river pl'o,eedillg from its mouth; 

(6) Vide l\ilacrob. Saturn. I. J, c. 17. 
courfe, . 

0;9",,,d by Coogle 
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courre, (f~e Cambray's Telemaque for a picture) and on­
barred the gates of day., It is no wonder they have 
betn lavilh on a fubject, which affords fuch' extenfive 
room for the imaginatton to difplay itfelf, as the beauties 
of the fUD-riling. When reprefented as Liber Pater (7), 
.be bore a fbield to 'hew his protection ot mankind. At 
«>ther times he was drawn as a beardlefs yooth, his locks 
difbevelled, and crowned with laurel, holding a bow in 
his right hand with his arrows, and the lyre in his left. 
The palace of the Sun has been admirably defcribed by 
Ovid, as well as his carr,in the fecond book of his Me.;. 
tanlorphoflS. 

C HAP. XXX. 

Of the Sons or Offspring of ApOLLO, }ESCVJ.APIVS, 
PHAETON, O .. PHEUS, IDMON, AIUSTJEUS, &c. 

A s Apollo was a very gallant deity, fo he had a very 
numerous iffue, of which it is necdrary to gh·e 

fOlDe account, as they make a confiderable figure in poe. 
tical hillary. The firll and moll nOled of his fons waS 
}Efculapius, whom be had by the nymph Coronis. Some 
fay that Apollo fbot his mother, when big with child of 
him, on account of her infidelity; but repenting the faa 
faved .the infant, and gave him to Ch~ron to·be infirl1c­
ted (8) in phyfic. Others report, that as King Phlegyas, 
her father, was carrying her wilh him into Pe1oponnefus, 
her pains furprired her on the confines of Epidauria, 
where, to conceal her fbame, fhe expofed the infant on a 
mountain. However this ~e, under the C3re of this new 
mafter he made fuch a progrefs in the mtd:cal art, as 
gained him a high reputation; fo that he was even re­
ported to have I'aifed the dead. His firft cures were 
wrought upon Afcles, king of Epidaurus, and Aunes, 

(7) Virgil gives him this Rame in his firll Georgic. 
-- Vos, 0 clariJlima 1II1lndi 

Lumina, labentem (tI!~ qui dueitis annum, 
Liber & alma Ceres. 

Ovid, who relates the ftory of Coronis his fanciful way, 
at <;orvus, or the raven, who difcovered her amour, had, 

10, Ius feathers changed from black to white. 
king 

D'9""'dbyGoogle 
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king of Daunia, which 1aft was troubled with fore 
eyes. In OlOTt. his fuctefs was fo great, that Pluto, 
who faw the number of his ghefts daily decreafe', com­
plained to Jupiter; who killed him with his thunder­
bolts. ' 

Cicero reckons up three of his name. The firO: the 
fon of Apollo, worfhipped in Arcadia. who invented the 
probe and bandages for wounds; the fecond ,the brother 
of Mercury, killed by lightening; and· the thJrd the fon 
of Arfippus and Arfione, who firft taught the art of 
tooth-drawing and purging. Others make lEfculapius, 
an Egyptian, king of Memphis, antecedent by a thou­
fand years to the lEfculapius of the Greeks. The Ro­
mans numbered him amongfl the Dii Adfcititii, of fuch 
as were raifcd ,to heaven by their merit, as Herculos~ 
Callor and Pollux. &c. 

The Greeks received their knowledge of lEfculapius 
from the Phznicians and Egyptians. His chief templeS 
were at Pergamus, Smyrna, at Trica, a city of Ionia~ 
and the iOe of Coos; in all which, votive tablets were 
bung up (9). fhewing the difeafes cured by his affiftance ; 
but his moO: famous fhrine was at Epidauros, where. every 
five years in the fpring, folemn games were inftituted to 
him nine days after the Jfthmian games at Corinth. . 

The Romans grew acquainted with him by an accident; 
a plague happened in Italv, the oracle was cOIl/ulted, and 
the reply was, that they fhould fetch the god lEfculapius 
from Epidaurus. An emba6"y was appointed of ten 
fenators. at the head of whom was ~ Ogulnius. Thefe 
deputies, 011 their arrival, vifiting the temple of the god. 
a hu~e ferpent £ame from under the altar, and croffing 
the Clty, went direaly to their fbip, and lay down in the 
cabin of Og1l1nius;' upon which they fet fait immediately, 
and arriving in the Tiber, the ferpent quitted the fhip, 
and retired to a little Uland oppofite the city, where a 
temple was eretled te the god and the peftiience ceafed. 

(9) From thefe ,tablets ~rvotive infcriptions. Hippocrates. is r.id 
&0 n:lve c:olleaed his aphoIlfms. ' 

Thd r 
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The animals facfi6ced to lEfculapius were the goat; 

fome fay. on aexount of her nurfitsg him; others. be. 
eaufe tllis creature is unheallhy, as labouring under a 
perpetual fever. The dog and tho cock were facred to 
him, on account of their fidelity and vigilance. The 
raven was alfo devoted to him for its forecaft.· and being 
fkilled in divination~ Authors a.e not agreed as to his 
being the inventor of pbyfic. fome affirming he only 
perfeaed that part which relates to the regimen of the 
fick. 

Let us now fetk for the origin of this fable. The 
public fign or fymbol expofed by the Egyptians in their 
.a1femblies, to warn the people to mark the depth of the 
inundation, in order to regulate their ploughing accord­
in~ly. was the figure of a lOan with a dog's head car­
rflOg a pole with ferpents twifred. round it. to which 

- they save the names of Anubis (,), Thaaut (z), and lEf. 
culap.us (3)' In procefs of time they made we of this 
rearefentation for a real king. who, by the fiudy of 
phyfic. fought the prefervation of his fubjetls. Thus 
,he dog aDd the ferp,.nts became the charaBerifticks of 
lEfculapius amongft the Romans and Greeks. who were 
~ntirely 'hangers to the original meaning of thefe hie­
roglyphicks. 

lEfculapius had, by his wife Epione, two (ons, MachaoR 
and Podaliriu •• both ikiHed in furgery, and who are men­
tioned by Homer as prefenl at the fiege of Troy, and were 
very feniceable to the Greeks. He had alfo two daughters. 
eall~d Hygirea and Jafo. 

This deity is reprefented in different attitudes. At 
Epidaurus his {latue was of gold and ivory (4), leared 
on a throne of the fame materials, his head cro·Nned 
with rays, and a long beard. having a knotty frick in 
one hand, the other entwined with a ferpt'nt, and a dog 
lying at his feet. The Phliafians depiBed him as beard-

(I) From Hannobeach. which in Phznician lignifies the barker, 
or warner, Anubis. - . 

(~) The word Tayant. lignifies the dog. 
(3) From Ailb, man. arid Caleph, dOg, comes lEfcaleph, the 

m:U1doO', or lEfculapius. . 
(4) fhis image was the work of Thrafymedes. the fon of Arig­

Dotus, anatlvc of Pllros. 
lefs» 
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lefs.; and the Romans crowned him. with laurel, to de-' 
note his defcent flom .Apollo. The knots in his fLIf 
lignify the diftieulritS that oCCur in the ftudy of me­
dicine. 

Phaeton was the fon of Apollo and the nymph ely-' 
mcne. Having a difpute with Epaphus, the fon of JUl'i­
ter and 10. the latter upbraid~d him. that he was not 
re-ally the fan of bis father. and that his mother only 
made ufe of that pretence to cover· her infamy. The 
youth fired at this reproach, by his mother's advice, car .. 
ried his complaint to his father Pha:bus, who received 
him with great teodernefs, and, to allay his difquielude, 
(wore by Styx to grant him whatever he requefied, as a 
mark of his acknowledging him for his fan. Phaeton 
boldly alked the diretlion of the folar charior for one day. 
The father at once grieved and furprized at the demand. 
ufed all arguments in vain to difi'uade him from the 
attempt; but being by his oath reduced to fubmit to hi, 
obfiinacy, he gave him the reins, with the heft din~c. 
tions he could how to ufe them. The ambition of Ollr 

young adventurer was too fatal to himfelf. He loft his 
judgment and way together; and Jupiter, to prevent 
his fettlDg the world on 6re, was obligtd with his thunder­
bolts to hurl him from his feat into the river Eridanus 01' 
the Po His fillers Phaethura, Lampetia, and Phrebe, 
lamented his lofs fo inctfi'antly lipon the banks, that 
the gods changed them into black poplar trees, whore 
juice produces the detlrum 0\' amber. Cyeous, king of 
Liguria, no lefs grieved (or his 10Cs, was changed into 
a fwan, a bird which became aft!.r facred to Apollo. 
This ftory makes a very confiderable 6gure in Ovid (,). 
who has out· done himfelf on this fubjetl. . 
, A late auther offers an ingenious conjotlure, with 
regard to this fable (6). Linen-c1Olh was the great 
manuf.,aure of Egypt, and the bleachiog of it confe­
quently of great importance. The image expofed for 
dlreCling this, was a youth with rays round his head, 
and a whip in his hand, feated on all orb, to which they. 

(s) Ovid Met:lIno .. ph~· lib. II. in principio. 
(6) LaPluche hill:. de Cieux. . 

E gave 



,.... FABULOUS HISTORY OF 
gave- the name of Phaeton (7 J, and Ben·C!immah (8)· 
P,obably the months of May, JlIre, and July, we:c 
the three fillers of Phaeton. bccaufc during thf'fe months 
they waRted their linen \10 hi e; (If wl,ich Cygnus, or 
the (;van, tbe frienll, of Phaeton, is a furtht:r 'Ymbol. 
Now as the word Alblnoth, applied to thefe months 
(9)~ fignifLs alfo p:>plar trees, it gave rife to this meta­
.QlOrphofis. . 

Orp!teus was the fon of Ph~blls. by the mu(e Cal­
liope (I \. He was born in Thrace, and rtfided nt:ar 
mount Rhodope, where he married Eurydice, a prin. 
cefs of that country. AlIlteus, a neighbouring p,ince. 
who fell in love with her. attempted to furprize her. 
and in her Bight. to efc .pe his violence, fbe was killed 
by the bite of a ferpent. Her difconfolate hulband was 
fo affeCled at his lors. that he defcended by the way of 
rrznarus to hell. in order to recover her. As mufic 
·and poetry were to him h:r~ditary talents, he exerted 
them in ,0 powerful a manner, that I'luto and ProfH­
pine were fo far touched, as to rellore him his beloved 
'Conrort on on, condition, that he /hould not look back 
on her, till thf'l came to the light of .he wodd. His im. 
patient fondnefs made him break this article, and he 
loll her for ever. Grieved at her lofs. he retired to the 
woods and forefts, wh'ch it is faid were fenfible of his 
Jlarmony (z). But the Mrenades 01' Bac-chz, either in­
<enled at his vowing a widowed life. or, as olhtrs (ay, 
infligated by Bacchus. whore worlhip he neglt~led (3). 
tore him in pieces, and fcat~ered his limbs about the 
1ields, which were colleatd and buried by the Mufes. 
liis head and harp, y. h:ch were caft iJ,to the Hebrus. 

(1J From Pha the month, and. Eton linen, is made Phdeton ; 
that IS, the inditlion of the linen works. 

(8) Ben-Climmah, the Ion of hot weather. Hence the ftory of 
'Phaeton's burning the world. 

(9) Albanoth, or Lebanoth, fignines the whitening fields or 
7aros for bleaching. 

tI~ Some make him the ton of Oeagrus.and Calliope. 
2. Ovid Metam. lib. XI. in princlpio. 
1 Others I: .. y by Venu., on account ('( his ddi,;fing her rilet, 

'lUll that th~ nymph~, excited by her, torll him in piec ... in Itrug­
~Iing who filould have him. 

were 
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w~re raflied to Ld]'os, lind the former interred there. 
His harp was tranlpotted to the tkies. ",here it torms aile 
of the conftellatiom. He himfelf was changed into a ' 
{""an, and left a fOil called Methon, who fouooed in 
Thrace a city of his own name. Ovid has given us tbis 
,.hole ftory C+} ~ "but contrary. to his ul4lal method, has 
broke the thread· of it by inttriper6ng it in diffclent pans 
-of his work. 

Jt 45 certain that Orpheus may be placed IS 'he earlidt: 
'Peet of Greece, where he firfi: in!roduced -jl,·."OItl.1, tt/i.1Ii. 
"it.1> mlljie, and p.'t~, all which be had learned in Egypt •. 
He wrote many volumes in natural philolophy and auti­
~uilies (5), of which only a few impel(c:a (,agments have 
efcaped the rage of time. In his book of itOIlCS he Cay-s 
-of himfelf. He «Jill". "lIIitrjJ.,,,1. thl flight Qfl4 .JQlIglIlI" if 
IJirdJ. JI&p tI" c."rji of rivlf"J. D'Vtretltlethe ~';foll 'til fi"~ 
~1I/J. _d t<Vtll pnrttrlll, tbl Ib."g.b1J of the .tllrt (6). 

Lu us reek the origin of this fable once more ill 
Egypt, the mother countr, of naion. In July, ",hen 
the fun enteted lc(', t~le Nilt 1)ve,fic\\t!d all the plains. 
To denote the public joy at (~jng the inundation rife 
10 irs <iDe height, they exhibited a yoot~ playing on the 
lyre or filbum, and ft.tting by a .tame hon. ~hen the. 
waters did not increafe as they "'ould, this H\lfllS was 
Nprefented ftretcllL-d on the back, of a Hon as dead. 
Thi"i fymbol Ihey called On'ph or Orpheus (7', to 
fsgnify that agricul·ture was then quite unreafooable and 
dormant. "["he fongs .Ihty amufed themfelves with at 
this .duU feafon,' for ¥!ant of ex,:rcife, were cailed the 
-hymns of Orpheus ; and ,a·s hu4bandry rnoived imme­
diately after. it ga~ rife to the fable" of Orpheus re­
turnipa nom hflJ. Tile IflS pIeced near this Horus, 

(4-) Iii his Xth and XIth.'b06ks, n' • • . • • 

, . (5) -lIe wrote a book:: o.t hymns, and treatlfes ot:t,the ~Q"lItJon 
.of tbe ~lelll!;Qts..,j on the giants war.i ~n the ral'.e of .frQ!!allJ~ J. C?!l 
the labours t:f ~erc"les i ofnope~ i. on the r.ltes. an4 my. ll:~l/~S Of 
the Egypt;an~; <I. ,) , .' ,'. . • 

. ('6'j This·VrdBatll~·S"e 'tife~to me fable ofhi$ ma~ing rocka 
ana.forel\! move to h,s lyre.. . , .,. '. . 

(7~ .From;Or~ph, ~~ciput~ ;or thc:back p!rt,of'th~~~ I , 

E % 
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they called Eurydice (8); and as the Greeks took all t"er~ 
figures in the literal and l1.)t the emblematical fenfe. [hey 
milde Eurydice the wife of Orpheus. 

Jdmon ",as the fgn of Apollo by Afteria. and atrended 
the Argonauts in their expedition to Colchis, being tam- ' 
ed (or his fkiII in augury-; but wandering from his com­
panions, a5 they occafton!llly. landed, he was killed by a 
wild boar. 

Another.()f the children of Apollo ,,'as Linus, whom' 
ile had by the nymph Terpfichore. He was born at Thebes, 
and eminent for learning, if it be tClle that Thamyris. 
Orpheus, and Hercules, were all his fcholars. Some fay 

,he was flain by the latter toc ridiculing him; hut if Or' 
pheus, Cas others affirm) lived a hundred years before 
Hercules, it is rather probable that Linus wa's the difciple 
(If Orpheus. However this be, Linus ",role on the: origin 
(If the world. the .courf,s of the fun' and moon, and the 
produaion of animals. 

After all, Linus was only a f)'mbo! of the Eg)'pti1ns~ 
whicb the Greeks, according to cufi:om, per{onared. .At 
the end of autumn Of har:Veft, Jh,e Egyptians fell to their 
night-work, of R1akin;g 'ltrien-clOlh (9), and the figure 
'hen eX'pofed. wa~ 'Called 'Linus (,I)~ and .denoted the fit-
ting 1lp odvaichillg' duling the nighr. " .', '. 
" Ari/lzus was rile fon of Apollo, by C),nme, a 'virgin nymplt~ 
..,ho nfe:d to accompany. him in hunting, and whom he 
ti,ft fell in lo,e\Vith On feei'ng"her encounter a lion. He 
was born in Lybia. He rec~iytd his education from the 
~ymphs. who taught him to extratt oil froln olive., .arid 
to make ho~, I:heefe afld butter;; all which art~ he "CIom. 
'fDUnicated to mankind. On 'this acconnl he was regand. 
oed as a rural deity. From Afiica he palfedrinto ~ardinia. 
and ~icily, from ",hence he travelled iino Thrace, where 
Bacchus initiated him in 'liis myfteries .. We llaveall'eady 
mentioned how hispafiion occafroned the death of. Eury­
dice, to revenge which tbe wood· nymphs defirOfed his 

...... " .. 

• ' (8) From Eri, a lion, and Daea', tarried; 18 for:nu:d Eridaca, 
.~E~lrydice. or the~ioljl~I¥P~~~ \oJe. th~J~eI}CA,ot:,ragJ; ~~. thein· 
undatron overcome. . '. r -, I . . ' ' 

(9) T~'t'JI!:thqirfB:if~!IPan1llaa,\ir~.\ ::> .:',.'. 
(J) Lmus, from Lvn, to watch;' whence our word lmen ;' that 

d, the work. for the time of doing it • 
. ,.~ '. . ': .. ! b~e-
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I»ee-hives. Concerned at this lofs, ·he advifed with his motbe~, 
and was told by the oracle to faclilice bulls to appeafe 
her {hade; which council follo~il1g, the bees which 
iffoed from the carcalfes fully fupplied the damages he' 
had funained (2). He died near mount Hzmus, and 
was deified on account of Ihe fervices he had done to­
mankind by his ufcful invt!ntions. He wu alfo honour­
ed in the-ifie of Coos, f{)r his calling the Eteftan winds I() 

relieve them in an exceffive time Of heat. Herodotus· 
fays, that he appealed at C)'zicum after his death, and 
three hundred and forty years after, was feen in IIa1y 
at Metaponlum, where he injcined the inhabitants to 
ere a a ftdtue to hi m near that of Apallo; which, 011· 

wnfulLing the orade, Ibey performed. . 
Circe was the daughter of Phrebus, oy Perfi's the child­

of Oceanus, and a celebrated forcereis. HEr firft hut: 
band was a king of the Sarmatz, whom Ihe poifone!I. for 
which ·Ote wal e"pelled the. kingdom. and fled' to a pro;. 
montory on the coaft of Tufcany. which afterwards took.. 
her name. Here flie fell in love wilh Glaucus, one Qf 
the fea deities, who preferring Scylla to her, the chanted 
her into a fea monier. Picu~, king of the Latins, her 
next favourite, for rejeaing her addreffes. was meta .. 
inorphofed into It woodpecker.. . . 

The moft remarkable of Circe"s adventures~ was witho 
Ulyffes. This prince returning from Troy, 'was caft awa,. 
on ~er coaft,. and his men, by a drink {he gave them, 
w .. re transformed to fwil1e, .and other beafts. Ulyffes was· 
preferved by Mucury, who. gave him the herb moly, 19 
fecure him from her inchantments, and il!ftruflec!. him,­
wnen {he attempted to touch him with ,her w~nd, to­
~ra\V his f",:ord, and make her fwear by Styx, Ih; would 
nfe 'him . as a friend, olherwife he would kill her. St 
this means. he 'procured the liberty of h15' companions, 
and continued a year with Circe, who bore him two chil:' 
dren, viz. Agrius and Latinus •. CUu had-a- fepulchrc 
in one of the iOcs, called Pharmacufre, near Sal~!l)is. 

Circe ·WIS~ no other than l.he Egy ptian J6,.. wbofs: 

(~) Virgil pas introduced this ftory' with great elegance and 
propl"it:~,. in his IVth Georgie, I. 3140 . i 

E 3 Horus, 
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Horus, or attending image, nery montb aiTuming fome 
different fOl'IIl, as a buman body. with the heads of 
a hOD, dog, ferpent. or tO/toife, which gave rile 10 the 
fable of her chang.ing lIlen by her inc;hantmcOis hllo thele 
ahimals. IIcRce I h:: EgHll1ans gave her the njJmc: of 
CilC:e. which fign,fio:s Ihe 1Enigm,~. 

Apollo had many 01 her c;hilorclI. j£rtiufa the daugh­
ter of Neptune borc him Elulhel'us. By Evadne he had 
Janus; by Atria, Milerus, Oaxc:s and Arabu5, who gave 
his name to Arabia; by Melia, he had Ifmenious and 1'16-
narus i by Aglai.t, Ttidl:or; by Manto, Mopfus i by Ana­
tilfippe. Chiua; by Actialide, he haes Ddpbus, and ma­
ny o,thelS too tedious too enumerate. 

C HAP. XX)),I. 

Of the MUSIl, and PEGASUS, the Guell, afld the 
SYIUIS. • 

'THESE celebrated godd.:fres. the Mufes, were Ihe 
daughters of Jupirer and Mnemo:yne, though 

fome think them born of Cmlus. Their number at Drft 
was only three or four (3), but Homer and Hefh1d have: 
fixed it ,at nine (4), whi~h ir has never fince exceeded~ 
They wer.! born on ,mount I'icrus, and educated by tbe 
nymph Eupheme. 

They had many appellations. common to them all, as 
Pierides from the place of their birth; Heliconides, from 
mount Helicon in Breotia; Parna1lide~, from the hill of 
ParnaiTus in Phocis j Citherides from mount Citheron, a 
place they mucb frequented; Aonides, from Aonia; 
Hippocranides, AganAipides, and CafiaJides. from ditfc:r­
ent .follntains con(ecrated to them. or to which they W~ 
fuppcfed to refort. . 

(3) MIl_. Atde. ~/ete. that is, Mem"ry, Singing, and Me­
ditatlon, to which lOme add Thelexiol'c, 

(4) Some allIgn as a reafon for thiS. thlt when the citizens of" 
Sic),on d'reEied three Ikilful Statuaries. to make each three tbtues 
of the three Mufcs, thcy were all (0 well executed, that they did 
not know \'IIhich to chufe, but el'~ed all the nine, and that Hefiod 
.nly gave them names. 

In 
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In general they w, re the tutelar godddus of all fa­
Cltd fdlh'als and b .. nq.;e·s, lind the palronefl"~s of all 
}Illite ancl ufef"I am. They fuppo/tt'd virtue ill diflrdi;~ 
I>nd llrefen'ed wort~ly atHons fr·.m ohlivinn Homer cal:,. 
t!oern the ndirt IT.:~ an·1 COl reflreff~s (.f mannc rs (5 ,. 
With r~gard to the fcicnce~, thefe fifters hlld eac", their 
InrticuIar province or dtp;;ftOl:nt, lhou!?h poetry fetmed 
more immediately under their united protefiion. 
. Calliope (fo caUed from the (wf'ttnef, of her voiet) 
prefided over rhetoric. and was reckoned the fidl: of the 
fline fifb:rs. . 

Clio. the ("ond (6), was the Mufe of biRory!. ancll 
takes her name foom her immortalizing the aaions fbe: 
records. 

Erato (7), was tb, pa!ronefs of el~giac. or amorous­
poetry, aDd the inventrefs ot dancing. To Thalia (8i~ 
belonged comedy, and whatever W85 gay. amiable, alld 
p~fant. EUTerpe, (nalDed from. her love of harmony) 
hall the care of tragedy. 

Mdpomene, (fo ftilea from tbe dignity and excellency· 
of her .fong) was the guardian Mure of lyric and epic 
poetry (9)' 

Terpfichore was the protefire(s of mufic, particularly 
the flute (I). The chorus of the ant:ent drama was her 
province, to which fome add IQgic. 

To Pol'yhymnia (2), helonged that harmony of voice­
and gefture, which gives a perfetlion to oratory and po. 
etry. and which flows from jull fentiments aD~ a good 
memory. .: 

Urania was the Mitre whore eare txtended to all di­
vine or celefiial fubje8s. fuch as the h)-mns in praife of 

(s) Hence old bards and J'O~t.. were in (nch high dl:eem, that 
when Agamemnon went to the liege of rroy. he left one with 
Clytemn.llra, to keep ber f:.ithfui, and Egifthus could Dot corrupt 
her, tiii he had deftioved Ihis Counfellor. 

(6) From KM1I-. Glory (7). from :eo's, Love (8). from' ).A.i,. 
to flourilh or revive (9), from f&.Ao. lIr.f .... to make a concert oa 
1ymphony. . 

(I) T'e1rf' .... , X''''', to delight in chorufes. 
(2.) From ;1'0).", and ",>II" a gleat memory. 

E4 the 
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the godf, the motions of the heavenly bodies, and whIt· 
ever regarded pbilofophy or afiroDomy 131. 

The Muies tholJth faid to be virgin!, were Ito ene­
IT,ies to love (4)' We h~ve already taken no·ice of 
Calliope and Terpfichore yielding to the addrefies of 
A poilo. If their cotllplaifance was foldy owing to the 
r(fentment of Venus, who infpired the fijme~ of love, 
tq revenge the df'8th of her favourite Adonif; it mull be 
o\vned that the Mufes have fince been fufficiently devoted 
,to her Cervice. 

The Mufes, were themfelvtS not whcl:y flee from re­
venge, as appears in the fiory of Thamyris. This per .. 
fon was the ion of PhiJammon, ·and the nymph Agriopa., 
and born at Odt:Tfa:, once a famous city of Thrace. He 
became fo exceikn, a proficiellt in mufic, that he had rlre 
courage, or vanity. tu contend (5) \\lith the Muffs; but 

'being overcome they' not on:y pnnilhed him with the 
lofs of fight anti memory, but caufed Jupiter to caft him 
into hell, to expiate his impiety. 

The Mufes were· reprefent,<d,crowned with flowers. 
or wreaths of palm, ·each holding fome inftrument or 
token of the fdence or art ove.r which fbe prefided. They 
were depicted. as young, and the bird facred to them was 
thefwan(6,.. . ' 

To trace tlle origin of thefe fabulous deities, it'is 
necelfary to ohferve, that the nine emblerDatical figttres, 
which were exhibited amongfl the Egyptians" to denote 

i ~he nine months, during which that country was freed 
'{rom the inundation, had each fome inftrument, or fym. 
,1>01, peculiar to rhe bufi~.,rs of the months. as a pair 
of compaffes, a flute, a maik, a trumpet, &c. All thefe 

'images were purely hierogl!'phlcal, to point out to the 
~ WA&t tlIcy w ... to Go, .aAd tQ akertain their ule, 

, (3) From !I .... ~, Heaven. 
(4) The virginity or chaftity of the Mufes, is a point difputEld 

by the antiltnt writers, t).lo\lgh th~ majority inclines in their fawur. 
(5) Thamyris wrote a poem on ·the wars of the gods withJhe 

Titans, which exceeded every thing that appeared of the kind be­
fore. 

(6) Perhaps becaufe it was confecrated to their JDafter Apollo. 

they 
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the, were called the nine Mores (7). The Greeks, who, 
adopted this groupe of emblems as (0 many real divinities, 
took care 10 give each a parriculat: name, [uited to tbe 
inftruments they bore, and which'threw a new'difguife 
over the truth. 

The Graces are alfoatlendants of the Mofes, tbougll· 
placed in the train ot Venus (81. Some make them the 
daughter of Jupiter and Eurynome, otbers of Bacchus 
and Venus. They were three" Aglaia. Thillia and 
Euphrofyne, names relative to thtir nature (9). Tho­
lacedemonians and Athenians knc:w but two~ to whom· 
they gave different appeilations -( I). Eteoclts, king of 
the Orchomenianli, was the 61ft who ereat:d a tfmple· 
to Ihem •. 

Pegafus was a winged horfe produced by the blood' 
which fell from Medufa's head, when fbe-was tilled by 
Perf ellS. He i'ew to mount Helicon, the feat of the 
MuftS, where, with a firoke of his hoof,. he opened a. 
fountain called Hippocren~ or the horfes fpring (zJ. 

The unra,ellin~ theee figllres" will convince us- how: 
jufily they belong to' this article, as they complete its, 

I illllfiration. Near the ninl female figures which be­
toke~ed the dry fea-fon, were praced three othtn repre­
fenting the three ITIOAlhs oi inundation, and were drawn, 
fometimes fwathed, as inc.apable of ufing their bands and. 
feet. 'J hefe were called Charitout (:;~,' or the div(}J'ce. 
The refemblance of this word to the Greek Charites,. 
w.hich lignifies thank{givings- or favours, gave rife to the-

(7) From the word More, that is, raved or direngaged from the.· 
waters; whence the name of Mofes given to the Hebrew lawgiv.er, 
fo neat did the Pht:nician and Egrpti.an. languages. agree, wh'~n, 
with fOlDe {mall difference of. pronunciation only, made twa dlf~ .. 
tina tongues. 

(8) I chufe to place them here on account of.the explanation of­
tbe fable under one view. 

(9) Aglaia, or honelty, to fhew that benefits fhould be bellowed 
. freely, Thalia, or flourifhing, to denote that the fenfe of kindnefs. 
ought never to die; . Euphrofync, or chearfulne!s. to lignify Ih1\t. 
favours fhould be conferred ano received with mutual pleafure. 

,( J) The Spart311 graces were Clito and PhaeDa ; ,thofe of. Athens" 
Aura and Hegemo. ' , 

('2.) Fans Caballinus. See Perlins, Satyr I. 
(3) From Charat, to. divide, comes Charitout the feparation of~ 

tolllJDcrce. 
E S. fable 
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fable ofthe Graces, or tb:ee goddtffes prefiding over benefits 
and outward charms. 

Vet. a~ during the inundation, all parts could not be 
fo fully fupplied, but that fome commerce was neeeff.sry. 
they had recourfe to {mall barks, t:l (ail from olle city to 
the other. Now the emblfmatical figure of a lbip or 
.eiTel, in Egypt and Phamicia. was a ,\..inged horfe (6). 
by which name the inhabitants of Cadiz , a Pha:nician colo­
ny, called their vea;.ls. Now if the Mules and Graces 
are the godddre~ VI'hich prelide 0 er arts and gratitude. 
this eml;>lem becomes unintelligible. Bur if we take the 
nme Mures fur the mOnlhs ot aaion and indufiry, an.! 
the three Graces for the three months of inundation and 
nfl, the wingtd horfe, or boat with fails, is a true pic'- . 
ture of the end of navigation, and the ·retUrn of rural 
toils; To this figure the Egyptians gavo:the name of, 
Pega(us (7). exprt·ffive of i s true meilring. A:l thefe 

. images tranfpllRled to Greece, became the foulce of end­
Je(s confufion and fable. 

By the Latin and Greek poet~. the Grace~ are repre­
fen ted as beautiful young virgins, naked, or but very 
flightly cloathed (8), and having wings on their feet. I 

They are ~lfo joined haRd in hand, to denote their unity. 
The Syrens were the daughters of Achehms. Their I 

lower parIs were like fifhes, and their upper like wo­
mt"n; but they were fo fkilled in mlluC', that th",y in­
foared all who hE'ard them to deftruai,·n Prduming 
to contend with the Mnfes, they wefe \'anquifhed and fhip­
ped III once of their feathers and voice~, as a puniihment 
tor their folly. 

The Egyptians fometimes reprefented the three months 
of inundation by figures half female and half fifh, to ~ 
note to the in~abitants their living in the midfl of the 
wafers. One of thefe images bore in her hand the fif-

. trulIl, or Egyptian lyre, to Alew the general joy at the 

(6) Strabo Gtograph. Lib. II. p. 99' Edit. Reg. Paris. 
(7).Rron Pag to ceafe, and Sus a tllip, Pel1;afus, or theccfl'atiOll 

.f n~"ll!lttlOn. 
(8) Som!;J Gratilr Zon;s. Ode XXX. S. 

JllnO'f[lIe nynif'hiJ Graf;, dt(:ntel 
.4llerno urram qUat;lIl1t p,de. Horace, Lib. I. Ode iv. s. 

flood's 
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flood's af'uving to ils due height, which was the affurance 
{If a filcceeding year of. plenty. To Ihele fymbols tile}" 
gave the name of Svrens (9), expreffive of their real 
meaning. The Phcenicians, who' carried them illto 
Greece, reprtfented thp.m as real perrons, and the Greek. 
and RO'lHlJis hatt too firong a rafte fOF the (abulous, IloP' 
to embeHi/h the fiory (I • . . 

C HAP. XXXIT. 

Of DIANA, LUNA, or IiEc.'TE'. 
* 

H A V J N G treated of the god of wit and haT­
mony, wilh his ~ff.'pring anrl train, Jet liS now· 

come to hiS twine filler Dianl, the g<1ddefs of chanitr, 
and the danghter cJ Jupiter and Latona. Her falher, at 
her requefi, granteo her perl'etud virginity_, befiowed. 
on her a bow and arrOllU, appointed her queen of the· 
wooJs and forefls (z), and affigned htr a guard of 
nymph~ to attend her (3)' She became the patronefs 
of hunting Ihus; Britomarris, a huntl'efs-nymph, being 
one day enlang!td ill her own nets, 10\ hile Ihe wild boar 
was aPI'IO;.ching her, vowed a ,tflT'ple to Diana, and fo 
y.-as preJerved. H<nre Oiaf-a had the name of Dittyn. 
na. Olhers relate the fiolY differently, and (JY that 

. Fritomart:s, ",hom Diana f.IYour. d on account of t,er 
pallion for Ihe chafe, fljhg from Minos her lc,yor, fell: 
inlo the Ita, and was by h(r made a g,'dders. 

The adventures of Diana make a preuy confiderable 
figure in poetical hillory, and ("I've to /hew that the­
"irtue of this godder~, if inviolable, was a1fo very fe­
vere. Attzon experiencl'd this truth to his colt He 
~as a young prince, the fon of Ariftams and AutClnoe,. 
the daughter of Cadmus, k.ng of 'I hl b~s. As he was 
paffi,mately fond of the fport, he had Ihe misfortune' 
one day to difcover Diana bathing with her nyml)hs., 

(9) From Shur, a hymn" and ra~an to ling •• lJi" Hence our un:tgmary form of' Ihe Mermrud. 
2. Nfolltillltl (II./OS llemorumque 'lfirgo. Horat. Lib. III 
3 Suny NYlJlphs. called Oceaum~. and twenty of the AIi:e •. 

#\'." 
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The goddefs intenred at the intrufion, changt'd him 
into a nag; fo that his own dog~ mill:aking him for 
their gJm~, purfued and tore him in pieces. Ovid has 
wrought up this fcene with great art and imagina­
tiol. (4)' 
. The truth of this fable is faid to be, as follows : 

A8a:on was a man of Arcadia, a great lover of dogs 
and hunting, and by keeping many dogs, and fpending 
lIis time in hunting on the mountains, he (ntirely neg'" 
leCted his domellic affairs, and being brought to ruin, 
was generally called the wret!hed ACtzon, who was de­
voured by his own dOj!5. 

Meleager was anolher unhappy vi8im of her rrfent­
ment. 'and the more fo as his punithment was owing to 
no crime of his own. O,neus his father king ot lEto­
lia, in offering facrifices to the ·rural deities, had forgot 
Diana. 'rhe gOdders was not of a' char"Cter to put up 
fuch a negleCt. She fent a hllge wild boar into the 
fields of Caledon. who laid every thing wall:e before 
him. ' Mdeager. with Thefeus and the virgin Atalanta. 
undertook to encounter it. The virgin gave the mOIl­

fter the fidl: wound, and Meleager, who killed it, pre­
ftnted her the fkin, which his uncles took from her, for 
which he flew them. .Althza. h's mother, hearing her 
two brothers had perithed in this quarrel, took an un­
common revenge. She remembered at the birth of her 
fon the Foltes had thrown a billet in'o the chamber, 
with an affllrance the b"y would ,live,. as that remain­
ed uncoil fumed. The mother had till nolY carefully 
faved a pledge on which 10 much depended; but inffoir­
cd by her prefent fury, the threw it in the fl~mts, and 
Mdeager infiantly feized with a confuming dire-afe, t"X­

pired as foon as it was burnt. His fillers, who excd­
{ively- mourned his death, were turned into hen-turkies. 
Ovid has not forgot to embeJlifh his colleEtion with this 
fiory (5)' Others relate the ftory of Meleager thus;: 
Diana had, to avenge herfdf of O~neus, raifed a war 
between the CUfctt'S and lEtolian!. Meleager, who 
fought llt the head of his father's troops, had always the 

, Lib. Ill. I~I. 
Lib. v:m. ,,61. 

advanta&e 
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advantage, tilt killing two of his mother's brothers, 
his mother Althrel 10ddcd him with fuch imprecations. 
that he rttired from the field. The ,Cnretes upon .this 
advanced, and attacked lh~ capital of }EtoJilf. In vain 
Deneus pretres hIs fon to aJ:m and repel the foe; in 
vain his mothfr forgives" and intreats him. He is in­
flexible till Cleopatra his .ife titlls at his feet, and re. 
prefmts thf"ir mu:ual dan~er. Touched at this, he 
calls for his armour, itrues to the fight, and repds the 
enemy. 

Nor was Diana lefs rigorous to her own· fex. Chi­
one the daughter of Dredalion, being cJrefred both by 
Apollo and Mercury, bore twins, Plillamon the fon of 
Apollo, a famous muficlan, and· AutoilCUS tlie fon of 
Mercury, a ikilful jURgler or cheat. The mother was 
(0 imprudent to bOllft of her filame, and prefer the 
honour. of being miftrefs to two deities, to the modefty 
of Diana, which fhe afcribed to her want of beauty: 
for this the goddefs pierced her ton&ue with an artow, 
ancl deprived her of the power of future boalling or 
calumny. , 

The river Alpheus fell violently enamoured of Diana. 
and luving no hopes of fucl'efs, had recourfe- to force. 
The godders fled to the Letrini, where fbe amufed herfel' 
with dancing, and with fome art fo difgilired herfell 
and her nymphs, that Alpheus no longer knew them. For 
thi~, thefe peopl.e eretled a temple to her. 

During the chafe one day, Diana accidentally fhot Chen­
chrius, fon of the nymph Prycne, who bewaikd -him fo 
much that fbe was turned in' 0 a fountain. 

) _ Diana had a great valiety of "3mc~, fhe was called 
Cynthia and Delia. from the place of her birth; Artee! 
mis, on account of her honour and modeRy. By the 
Arcadians. /he was namtd Orrhofia j and by the :)par­
tans, Ortbia. Her temples were many. both in Greece 
and Italy; but the moll confiderable was at Epherus. 
where fhe was held in the higheft veneration. The 
plan of this magnificent edifice was laid by CIt'fipJ\on, 
and the firuflure of it employed for 220 yean; the ableil: 
archhefls ·and fiatuaries in the world. It was fet on 
fire by Eroftratus, on tbe day that Alexander the great 
came into the, world j -but was foon rebuilt with equal 

fplendor 
0;9",,,d by Coogle 
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(plendor under Dino~ra.tes, who alfo built the city of Alex-
adria. . 

The facrifiC'es offered to Diana, were the firli fruitS of 
the tarth, ,onh. rams, and ""hile hiltds j human vi8ims 
were fometime~ devoted to her in G, tCet', as \Ve find in Ihe 
ufe of Iphigenia. Ifer fdl,vlI\.was on the id~s 9f Augufi" 
after which time all hunting wa~ prohibi'td. 

Diana, .. u reprefc:nt~d of an unClmmon high aature, 
her hair dilbevelted, a b"w in her hand, and a quiver at 
hl'r hck. a dt'er-fkin faftened to her breatl. and h::r pur­
ple robe tucked up at Ihe knees, with gold buck!es Or clarp"~ 
lind atrendld,by n) mphs in a hunting dreis, with nets aud. 
hounds. 

JJiana was alfo callt d Dea Triformis, or Tergemina, (\,l 
account,of lief triple charaaer c:f LUI'Ia in heJven, Dialla: 
on earth, and I-Iecate in the infc:rnal regions, though the 
a3ions of the fir!! and Ialt, are afcribed to her undtr lh .. 
fecond name (6. . . 

Luna was tbouglot to be the daughter of Heperion andi 
Theia. The Egyptians worlhiped this deity ho:h as m~de 
and female; the men fdcrificing to it as Luna, the women, 
as Lunus. and each (ex (\n thefe OCCllfi('l/ls affum;ng the 
drefs of Ihe other. Indeed this goddtrs \VIIS no otht:r than 
the Venus Urania, or Czltflis of the AfTyrians. whore wor_ 
fhip and ,ires Ihe Phrenicians introduced into Greece. 
Under this charatier Diana was alfo cal\~d Lucioa, (d name 

• f},e held in common \\ ith JUliO) and had the protetlilln of. 
"omen in labnur (7), thol!gh fomt make Lucina a difiintl 
godders from either (g). By this namt: {he was adored by 
the JEgineDfes and Eltans. ' 

If Diana was (0 rigid in point of chafli'Y on earth, 
htr virtue grew a lillIe more rdaxed when Ihe l10t to the 
fides. S"e bore J ,Ipiler a daughter there, ca-l:ed Eria. 
or the Dew, and IJan , who was 1I0t the mult pleilfing 

(6) Hefiad makes Luna, Diana, and Hecate, threediftinClgod­
clt/les. 

(7) It is faid the 'affifted Latona her mother at the birth of 
Apollo; but was fo terrified at the pains, that the vowed perpe:ual 
virginity, 

{8j Some make Luci1l3 the daughter of Jupiter and Juno, and 
born in Crete. ' 

of 
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of the god~, deceived her in the Ihllpe of a wh ite ram 
Rlt her 100ft celebrated amour was with Endymion (1). 
the f.m of :.£thlius. and grandfon of Jupiter, who t(lok 
him up into heaven, where he had the infoleace to fo­
l.eit Juno, for which he was caft into a prololllld fleep. 
Luna hJd the killJnds to conreal him ill a cave of mount 
Lapllos in C:Jrid, where Ihe had Ii ty daughters by him, 
and a fon called JEtolus. alter which he was again eX. 
alted to the fk;e~. 

'I he fable of, Endymion had its origin in Egypt. Thefe 
peClple in the neomenia. or f. all, In which they cele •. 
brat,d the antient flate of mankind, chofe a grove, or 
filme re'ired Ihady grollo, wittre Ihey placed an lfi~, wilh 
her crefcent or moon •. and by her fide an Horu~ aflrep, 
to denote the fecurifY and )'tpofe which mank.ind then 
enjoyed. This figure they called Endymion (Zl, and 
thefe fymbolical figures, like Ihe rdt, degenerated in­
tI) idolatry, and became the materials tor fabulous 
hillory 

As the moon. Dillna was reprrfented with a crefctnt 
on her head. in a filver chariot drawn by white hinds, 
with gold harnefs, which fome chan~e to mules. be·. 
caufe that animal is barren (3)' Some make her con­
dudors a white and black horfe (4 1, othrrs oxen, on ac- ' 
connt of the hmar horns. 

Hecate was the 'dau6hter Of Jupiter and Ceres. As 
to the origin of the n.~tne there is lome variarion (5). 
S!le 1\35 !he' goddefi of the infenJill region~, and on 
that account is often confilltnded with PlOf~rpine. She 
prdided over flT~ets and highways; for which caufe Ihe 
was called Trivia, as alfo Propyla, becaufe the doors 

(J) ·others ~/lirm. thlt Endymion was a ting of Elis, much giv. 
en to afironomy and lunar ohfervation., for wnlch he was {aid to be 
in love with the moon, and carelred by her. 

(2.) From En, a grotto or f'ounuin, and Dimioo, refemblaoce, is 
made Endimivn, or the 1(1'0tto CJlthe n)re(entahol1. 

(3) To exprefs that tile mOQll had DQ fight of' her owo, but what 
the horrowed from the fun. . 

(4) To exprefs the wane and full of the moon. 
(5) Either from •• ,,£iv, at a diftance, becaufe the moon darts her 

ray. afar off i or frem • '''''TOI, a hundred, becaufe a hecatomb was' 
the ufua! viCtim. 
~ ~ 
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~f houfes were under her proteClion (6). The appella­
tion of Brimo was given her on account of ber dreadful 
fhril'ks, when Mars,_ Apollo, and Mercury meeting her 
in the woods, attempttd to ravi/h her.. She waS alfo fa· 
mous for botany, efpecially in difcDv!:1 iog baneful alid 
poifonous herbs and routs; as alfo for her 1kill in eo­
c/lantments and magiclI 1Irts.- in the prattlc.~ of which 
her name was coullantly invoked· (7). Hdioq has givtn . 
a very pompous dt:1cription of the extent of her power 
(~). She was fiiled in Egypt, Buballis. 

As Hecate, Diana was reprefenteJ of an exceffive 
height. her head covered with frightful fnakes. and her 
feet of a ferpcntine form, and furrounded with dogs, 
an animal facred to her, and. under whofe for~ /he wal 
fometimesrepreftnted. She was a1fo efteemed the god­
ci~fs of inevitable fate. 

If we hllve recourfe to the Egyptian key, we..lhall find 
this threefold goddefs the fame fymbol wi,h the Juno 
and Cybele we have already treated of. The Greek 
f"ulptors had too good a talle to endure the head of 
Il}e bull or goat on their ddtles, which they borrow­
ed from that country. They therefore altclfI:d thefe 
hieroglyphical figures to their own mode; but. took care 
to prelerve tpe at!~i~utes. by ditpofing them in a more 
elegant manner. The lunar fyr:nhoi amongft the Egyp­
tianswas called Hecate, Dr {9) A~hete, and by the 
Syrians, Achot. The latter 1I1fo, fiilc.:d her Deio. or 
Deione (I), and Demeter. The ereeCtOt and full moon 
over her head at the rlfomenia. made her miflaken for 
taat planet, and the time of the interlunia, during which 
Ibe remained invifibl,e., .1he ~as fuppofed to ,take a turn 
to the iovifible world, and fo got the !lame of Hecate. 
Thus the trrpartite -gmldefs arofe. -The meaning of­
the antient fymbols was confounded Ind torgot, and a 

(6) At every new moon the Athenians made a fupper for her in 
the open ltreet, which in the night was eaten up by the the poor_ 
people.· 

(7) So Dido in Virgil, calls on - . 
'T ergeminam Hecaten, tria virginis ora DilUJllt. .lEneid IV. 

(8) Theogony, 1. 4-lJ • 
. (,) Achate, the only or excellent, or Achet (in the Syriac) the 

fifter. 
V) Deio, or Deione, from Dei,fufticiency; or Demeter, from· 

Del and Mater, rain, i. e. plenty of rain. -
feofc-
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fenrelefs jargon of fable and fuperftition introduced in 
irs place, a point ~hich can never be tOI) exadly at!­
teodtd to on -this occafiun. 

C HAP. xxxm. 
Of MnCt1RY. 

PAS S we now to a deity neither (amoul for his trnth 
or honeft)',. though he makes no inconfiderable figure 

in the celeftial catalogue .. Mercnry was the Ion of Jupiter 
and Maia, daughter of Atlas, and born on mOllnt Cyllenc 
in Aleadia. He w:s fockled by Juno, fome of whore 
milk falling "tfKle. hi! mouth on the heavens, pr(Jducecl 
the Galaxy. Ho began 10. difplay early his talent tor theft. 
as we have ob(ervrd under the article of Apollo. Being 
careffCld, when an infant i.n Vulcan's arms, he fiole .way 
his tools. The fame day he defeated Cupid at wreming, 
and wbile Venus praifed him after his vidory, he found 
1Deans to convey away her eefim. He pilfered Jupiter's 
(crpter, and had done the fame tbin'l; by his thunderbolts. 
bllt they were too bot for his fingers: He ferved Battus a 
Yery fiippery trick. This man faw hilll fiealin&, k.ing Ad­
mel us's cows from Apollo bis herdfman. To bribe him 
to menee he gave him a fine cow, and the clown pro­
mifed to keep it (<<ret. Mercury, to try him, aifumed 
another fitape, and offering a higher rewal·d. ·the feJ.-
1o" told all he knt'\t; on which ('2) the god turned 
him into a touth·aune. 

Mercury had :fC.~rai apptllations. He was caUed Her­
mes '(3) and CyUelliu9, from his temple upon mount Cyl­
lene. N.r were his enployntents lefs various. H~ was· 
the cupbearer of Jupitt-r till Ganymede took his placo. 
He waS" the mdftnger of tbe .gods', and the tutelar god 
of roads and crors-ways (4-), the inventor of weights and 

{1} Ovid has given a fine defcription of this incident. Metam. 
lib. II. 6So. . ... ... 

{l} 'E~f<, the interpreter, becaufe he interpreted the minds of 
the gods and m«:n. . 

(1) Where the Greeks and Romans placed certain figure" 
called Hermoe, from him, being of marble or brafs, with tbe head 
of a MerclU')'. btlt downwards of a fquare figure •. 

meafures, 
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meafures, and the guardian of all merchandize and com­
merce. though Ihis office fterns but ill to agree w~~b 
the at1iOlu afCribed to hi:n He was in a peculiar manr.tr 
the protet1or of l~arning, b~ing Ihe firft difcoverer of 
leiters, and the S!0d of rbeloric lind oratory. He wa; alfl. 
famotls tor his 1kill in mufic, lind fo eloquen r, Ihat he 
was not only the arbitrator in a\l quarrels an.ongft the 
gods, and in all leagues and negociaiions particuiar 
regard was paid Is) to him. 

Together with Tel1us and Pluto, Mercur". was invnk­
ed amongfi the terrefirial gods. In conjunttion witlt 

. .Hercules lae prefi:!ed over wreftling and the gymnafiic 
exercifes, to fbew thilt addrefs on thefe occalions fbould 
always be joined to force. He was alfo believed to pre­
fide over dreams, though Morpheus claims a ihare with 
him in this department. 

Annually, in the middle of May, a feAival was cele­
brated to hi~ honour at Rome. by the merchants and 
traders, who facrificed a fow to him in treating he would 
profptr their bufiner.., and forgive their frauds. In all 
.acrificcs offered til '."rn, the tongues of the victims were' 
burnt, which CUftOIl; was borrowed &om the Megaren­
{n. Perfons who ef{'8ped imminent. danger facrificed 
to him a calf with milk and honey. The animals facred 
to him were the dog, the goat. and the cock. 

By his filler Venus he had a fan called Hermapbro­
ditus. a great hunler; a wood nymph. called Salmaci~ 
fell in love with him, but had the monificarion to be 
repulfed. Upon this, inflamed by her paRion, Ole 
walched near a fountain where he ufed to bathe. and 
when fbe faw h;m naked in the water, ruthed to em­
brace him; but the youth ftill avoiding her, fbe prayed 
the gods their bodies might become one, which was 
immediately granted; and what was yet more wonder­
ful, the foumain retained the virtue of making ail thofc 
Hermaphrodites who ufed its waters (6). 

(5) As the Feciale~, or priells of Mars, proclaimed war; fo the 
Caduceatore~, or "riefts of Mercury, were employed in all emb"mes 
and treatte. of peace. 

(6) See Ovid's dekdl'tion of this adventure. Metam. book IV. 

A !ale i 
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A late author gi'Il's this fiory another turn. He fays, 

the fCI!IIta:n :)~:nl iC'S (7) being indoCed 1I\'ith high walls. 
-very indecfllt (cenes ll;lfi~d Ih,re; but that II. ctrraill 
Greek o! that ((.Iony Lu Iding ar) inn there tor the eA­
rertainment of ft,angers, the barh.t'ians, who reforted to 
it, Ly their inrercourli: with the Gretk~, became f()ftmed 
and civilized j which gave life to the fable of their chang­
iug tbeir f~x.· . 

MercurV had other children, particularly Pan, Dolop., 
Fchion, CaiclIs, Erix, llunu~, Phares, anti the Lare~, 
witb f(veral others. Suc.h was the Mercury of the Greeks 
and Romans. .f. ,. . ; 

But the origin of this deity mutt bdooked f'or amongft 
the Ph<elJicians, whofe image is the fymbolical figure 
of their great ancdbr and founder, and the proper arms 
of that people. . 8y the bag of money which he held, 
was intimated, the' gains of merchandize. By the wings 
with which his head and feet were furnilhed, was fRadow. 
ed tbe l,llippin& of that people, thtir utenfive commerce 
and JJ,&vigation, The caduceus, wiIh which (8, he was 
faid ~o condua the .fIJirits of the deceafed to Hades, 
l)ointtd out the gleat principles of the foul's immorta­
Iity,a hte of (9) rewards and puni1hments (I) afrer 
death~ and a (z) refufcitation of the body. It is defcribed 
as producing thr~e lea~es together; hence called by H()oo 
mtT the gold,. Jbrll,/ul'lJeJ 'W(UIIJ. The dodrine alluded 
to QY this, was .~ore diftindly taught by the emblems 
adorning t.he hermetic wand: for to the extremity 
ot it WAS annexed tbe ball or CIItCLE. Two SERAPHS 

entwined the rod j over. which were the EXP •. NDID 

WI)lGS, forming the complete hieroglyphic of TH~ 
MIGHTY o~U •. The J1.3me of Me,cury is. a compound 
of the ~eltic Merc. rnerchandize (3), and Ur, a man; 
and cor'rerponds very exatUy with the Hebrew Etymology, 

('7) In Caria, near the city of llalicarnalIhs. 
(8) ,YWgaque le'7Je11I cltrees 
-- .Aurea turbam. 

(9) 'Ttl pias idhs animas Ttp'nis 
- Selibus. HOR.AC:a. 

(1) Hac alias fub trij1ia crarlara mittif. . 
{7.} Dat flJl/lnoS adil1litq!le. VIR.GIL. 

(3) froru Racat, to trade, comes Marealet, mel·clnnjize. 

t~< 
I ell-
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rendering the meatling of the word Cilaan or Canaan, a 
merch_ant or trader. -- , , 

This fymbo\ical figure (like many others, whirh it. 
firll were vrry innocent) became in time the objetl. of ido­
latrous worlhip to moil; nations. We are lIot to wonder 
that the Egyplians particularly, whore country was the land 
of Ham, the father of Canaan, Ihou1d. do honour to 
this figl!re, and app~y it to their purpofes: for it is more 
tlian probable, that, bting fo near at hllnd, be might be 
greatly affilling to his brother Mizraim ill the foottlement 
of that country; befides the confiderlltion of their af;er­
obligations to his d~(cendant thePna:nician, who is alfg, 
called the 4:gyptia.o H~rcules._ -- -

- .-

'C HAP. XXXIV. 

-Of VENUS. 

T HE next deity that offers, is that pcrwerful goddeJl. 
whofe influence is acknowle~&.ed -by GOdil' d. 

ftItn. Cit-era mentions fout' of this -dame·-{4h _ -. 
\Tenus generally known is Ihe who Is fabled to-~ave-'" 
from the froth or ferment~tion raife:d by th~-genl . '. 
Saturn, when cut off by hIS (on J upllfr, aQd rhl'oW'r( Uttd 
the ka. Hence Ihe gained the name ..ot:AphrbditJ'fs). 
As foon as botn the was laid in abeaut,ifi.Tl C'ouch or ·m~n, 
t>mbellilhed with pearl, and by gentle z-ephyrs wafted to thq 
ifle of Cythera, in-the 1Eg~an (e~, from whence Ql~ failed­
to Cyprus, which Ole reached- in, ApriJ~ H~t~, at ~.a.q. -Jl$ 
file landed, flowers rore ~eneath her- fe'et, tl,e Hours' re. 
Ceived her, and l.raidtd her bair with 'gOlden filltts$';''rt'e~ 
.hkh "" ... by-.h,m ... , .. d •• tI", .. ,_ H" .1; 
appeared'fo attraBlve in ttle .m~mbly of _t~ t()~h. t 
fCarce on~of them but wh.tdefired -h'erirr Iharrraf,t'. : 
can, hy the advice of Jupiter, put popl>y'ill -het -" .. 
ant4 by. intQxicating._~er. ~ined 'poifeilian.._ - - .: 

(4-) The nrA: the dallghteI'- of CII3I11m; the letdnihhe V~n\l 
Aphrodita; the third -hom of -Jupiter and Dione, and the 'Wife 0 

Vulcan; and the f01l11h AIl:u:te, or. the Syrian Venas, the lIliftref 
of A,ioni •• ' . -- -. ., . 

(5) From 'A4>gl~, froth, though fome derive it fr~m "q>'e""~fI; 
n1U mad, btcaufe all love is infaruat!on or frenzy. \ _ 

. Fey< 
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Few of the deities have been fo extenfively worfhipped, 

or under a greater variety of names. She was called Cy-
. thl.'rea, Paphid, Cypria, Erycina, Idalia. Acidalia, from 
the places where fhe was in a particular manner adored. 
Other appellations were ~iven her from her principal at­
tributes. She was fiilcd ViClrix (6) to qenote her refl.ftlefs 
(way over the mind; Arnica .. from her beilig propitious to' 
IOVfIS; Ap'aturia, from the deceit and inconftancy or her 
votaries; Ridens. from hert.ovc: of mirlh a!ld l.aughter (7); 
Hortenfis. from her influencing the vegetation of plants and 
flowers; Marina, from her being born of the fea ; Mdanis, 
from her delighting in notiurnal (8) amours; Meretrix, 
from the profiitution of her votaries; and' Genetrix, from 
her prefiding over the propagation of maPikind. The 
t'vithet of Migonitis. \US given her from her power in the 
If,anagement of love (9), :Illd th!!t of Murcia and Myrtea, 
on account of the myrtle confecraled to her. She was 
flamed Verticordia, from her power of changing the healt; 
for which reafon the Greeks fiiled her E>r'~Te.~"" The 
Spartans tailed her Venus Armata, becau{e when befieged 
by the Meffenians, their wives, unknown to their hufbands, 
raifed tht liege. The Romans alfo termed her Barbata, 
becaule when a difeafe had feized the women, in which 
they loft all their' hair, on their prayers to Venus it grew 
again. A, temple W1l5 dedicated to her 'by the appellali.on 
ot Calva; becanfe when the Gauls invefied the capitol, 
the women offered their hair to make ropes fur the engines. 
She ha.d alfo the epitbet of Cluacina ( I), fwm her image 
being eretied :nthe place where the peace was condudtd 
betwten the Romans and Sabines. 

(6)' Under this charaCler /he is reprefented leaning on a lhield, 
and carrying viClory in her right hand, and a fccpter in her left 
At other times with a helmet, and the apple of Paris in her han( 

'(7) Horace. lib. I. ode z, Sive tIl ma<vis ~rycina ritlcns; 10 ' 
Homer calls her q.IA ""~"I. or the laughter-Io<vzng quten. 

(8) From. 1M". ~, .. black,. ~efaufe lovers chufe the night: 
'.' . 

. (~) Froin, fA-l.l;~!J"''' Ii, rn mix, OF mingle i fa Virgit; 
. I, ' .. ' :' •. ..:...J..:...- .Mi:r/4 lJto M14li,r.· . 
(I) From CLuo, to b~ar, li1l:en. or agcce •. .f 

Let 
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Ln"us now enquire a Iitlle into .he aEiil)ns afcribed to 

this gn:ldefs. Her conjugal b :hniour we fh:lll fee uneler 
the article of Vu},an, and find ir was rwne of the ",wft 
editying. Her amours were numer&us. Not to mention 
Apollo, Neptune. MHS,· and Mercllry. wh!, all boafled' 
of her (:nours (z). She h~d..£neas (3) by Anchifes ; but 
her principal fuVO'1i ite was Adonis, the fo"n of Cynara'. 
king of Cyprus and Myrrha, and a youth of incomparable 
beauty. unfortunately ill htJnting killed by a ",i'd boar. 
V tnUS, who flew to his amftance, received a pr:ck in h~r 
foot with a thorn, and the blood which dropped from it 
produced the damafk rofe .(+) ; but corning too late to fave 
him. (he change,d him into the flow~r Anemone, which 
fiill retains acrimfon cdour (5)' After this fhe obta;ned of 
Proferpine, that Adonis {houl:! continue fix months witl\ 
her on earth, and fix months remain in the lower regions. 
. The moil remarkah1e adventure of Venu<, was her fa. 
mons conieft "ith Jllno and Minerva for beauty. At tJle 
marriage ot Peleus and Thetis, the goddefs Dj(cord refent­
jng her not being hvitcd. threw a g )Iden apple amongft 
the company with this infcril'lioll, Let it he gi'1.ltn ;(} tN 
fair'.!' (6). The competitors (or this prize, were the three 
deitit's above-rnemjl)nt'd. Jupiter reterred them to Paris, 
YOl;ngeft fon of Priamus. king of Troy, who then k~pt 
lIis falhn's fl~rl:s Oil mount Ida. Before him the goddds 
appealed, a; moft fay, naked. Juno offered him empire 
or p!>wt'r; Minerv" -",Mdom; and Venus endeavoured to 
bribe him with the promife of the fairjJ qj.'DTllan ill the ' 
<worli. Fatally for himfelf and family. the fheplftrd was I 

more fufceptible of love, than c:f ambition or virtue, and I 

(2.) lJy Apollo .!he hall Eldl:ryon, and five roils; by Neptune, 
Ery-x. and Nlt:ligtlnis, a daughter; by Mars, Timo!: andll'ilUGC; 
and by Mercury, H~nnaphroditUs. . , , 

l3) She immortalized )Erieas, hy purIfying and anointing his I 

boay \Vith ambl'ofial effence, and the Romans deified him by the 
l1a~e c:f lndiges. _ "'e have fe\'eral anticnt infuiptions, Deo 
1.7dlgCtl.. . '. -

{4) OVid, lib .. X.' 505' _ , : • •. . 
(s) SOJ:"e myth~loglze thiS ft. ory, to fip~;fy' by AdoDis the fum. 

who, durmg the 1ulll.\l1er f~ns., refides "".h Venus on !the t.oarth 
llnd during the winter with Proferpine. The wild boar which iu Ilt:J 
him is the cold. 

(6) Detur Pukhriori. 
r, .. 

dfcided 
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derided the point in favour of VenlJs. The godders re­
wanl\:od him with HeIen (7), whom he carlied ott from her 
huiband Menelaus, king o(Sparra, and the rape gave rife 
to that formidable aifoci.lti(lfl of the Greek princes, which 
ended in the deftruaion of his family;and the tuin of Troy. 

Venu~. howevtr propitious /be was to lovers, was 
very fen·re to futh as offended ber. She changed the 
"olllen of Amathus, in Cyprns, ill to oxen for their cruclty. 
The Propre·ides, who denied htr dIgnity, grew fo /bime­
kfsly imJ.udent, that they Wfre faid 10 be hard'entd in­
to fl,)nes (81. HippoRlenes and Atalanta were another in­
/t,lIlce of her refi-nrment j for afrer the had allifted bim to 
gain the vjrgin, on thdr neglea to pay her the due offer­
ings, 1he infatuattd them fo, that they h.y together in the 
I~mple of Cybele, wbo, for that profanation, turned them 
illlo iion<; (9'. 

Nor was fhe lefs favourable 10 her votaries. Pygmalion, 
a famous ftaruary,from'a nOlion of the inconveniencies of 
marri.ige, rtfolved to Lve fingle. He had, however, for­
met! a beautiful image of a Virgin in ivory, with which he 
ftll fa det"ply enamourtd, that he tre.lred it 115 a real mittrels, 
and continually folicited Venu~, by prayers and faclilicrs, 
to animate his beloved flatue. His withes were granted, 
and by this enlivened beaury he had a fon caUed r'aphos, 
who gave his name 10 Ihe rity of Paphos in Cyprus (I J. 

A goddels fa univerfally owned and adored could not 
fail of t(·mples. That of Paphos in Cyprus was the prin­
cipal. I n that of R0m~, ded:cated to h"r by the title of 
Venus Li~itina, were fold all things neceffary for funerals. 
She had alfo a magnificent fhrillC, built tor her by her fon 
}Eneas, on mount Eryx in Sicily. The f~crifices ufually 
offered to her were white goals and fwine, with libations of 
wine, milk, and hon~y. The vitlims were croll-ned with 
flowers (lr wreaths of myrtle. The bird~ far:ed to her were 
tile (w.n, the dove, and Ihe (parrow. 

(7) Sztch Helen 'Wa./, and 'I.!)ha call blamt the ~, 
II'bIl in)o bright aflamt conf_'J his 'Iroy i' WALLU. 

fS) See OVJ<I, lib. X. I. z3S. 
9) See .the al tide of Cybele, and Ovid, lib. X. 560. 
J) Ovid, ii1>. X. ZH. . , , 

So· 
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So far for the Ven'lIs Pandemos~ or Popularis. the god. 

defs of wanton and effeminate love; but the antienls had 
another Venus, whom' they fiiled Urania and Celtllis, 

, (who was indeed no other than the Syrian Afiarte) and to 
whom they afcribed no at~ributes but luch as were Ihialy 
elurile and viftuoUS. Of this deity they admitted' no COf­

poreal refemblance; but fhe w~ reprefented by the form 
of a globe ending conically (1.), and only pure fire was 
burnt on her altars. Her liicrifices were called Nephalia, 
on account of her fobriety,' only honey and wine boing of­
,fered; but 110 animoll ViCtims except tile heifer, nor was 
the wood of figs, vines, or mulberries, fuffered to be uCed 
in them. -

This dimnction of ,two Venufes, the chajll and theim­
purl Qne, leads us to the true explication of the table. In 
the diiferellt attributes of the Egyptian J fi5" we fee thefe 
contradiCtOlY characters explained. The His crowned v.ilh 
the cref~ent fiar of fome of the zodiacal figns, is the cehl: 
tial Venus, The His with the terreftrial Iymbols, fuch as 
the heads of animals, a multitude of breafis, or a child ill 
her lap, became the goddefs of fruitfulnefs and generation. 
and confequently the Venu? Pandemos. As the latter was 
regarded as a dhinity propitious to luxury and pleafure, it 
is no wonder if fhe fOlln gained the afcendant ovc:r her Ji~al. 
In Phamicia and Egypt, the young girls (3) confecratec 
to the fervice of the terrefirial Ilh, ufually rdided in a tent 
or grove near tbe temple," and were common plOfiitutes; 
whereas thofe devoted to the celdlial Jiis, or Venul 
Urania, were firiCtly ehafie. Thefe tabernacles were caU 
ed the ,a'fliJ/ioll oJ Ih, girls (+). and gave rife to th! 

(2.)' This manner of reprefentation was bOIl"OWell from the Ara 
bians and Syrians, who thought the deity was not to be expl'c{[t: 
by any corporeal form. 1 

(3) They were called K'~1'<4'.e.r, or Galket-bearers, becauJ 
they carried the, olfel iogs. 

(4") Succoth VenGth, the tabernacle of the gil"ls. The Greeks an 
Romans, who could not pronounce the ~.,,{)rcl Venoth, called 
Venos, or,Ve!lllg.,. ana hearIng the tents of Venus fo often mell 
tinned, took it for the name of the go,~defs,ller,IHf:., 

nam 
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name of Venus, a'rribtd to the goddef. of love. The 
Syrians alfo called. the terreftrial His Mylitta, or lUi­
thye (,), and the Greeks and Romans adopted the fame 
hame. Thus the fymbolical Jlis of Egypt, after pro. 
ducing the different deities of Cybele, Rhea, Vefla. 
Juno. Diana, Luna, Hecate, and Pr,ofcrpine, formed 
a1fo the different charaaers of the cOmOlon and celeflial 
Venus; fo ealily does fuperfrition and invention mulriJlly 
the objetls of i401alr),. - . 

As Venus .·as the godders of love and pleafure, it is 
no wOtlder if the poets have been lavilb in' the defcrip­
tion of her beaaties. Homer and Virgil.have (6) given 
us fine - pitiures of this kind. Nor were the alllient 
fcolptors and painters netJigent on fo intereftin, a fub. 
je&. Phidias formed ber flatuary of ivory 'and .-gold, 
with one foot on a tortoife(7). Scopas reprefel1ted her 
riding on a he-goat. and Prexiteles Mo.ght .her flatue 
at Cnidos of while marble, half opening her' lips and 
lilliling. ApeUes drew her as jufi emerged from the 
feat and premng the water out tof her hair. a piece that 
was reckoned inefiimable. It were endlefs to mention 
the variety of attitudes. in which fhe is reprcftnted in 
antique gems and medals '(8); fometimes Che is c10atbed 
in purple, glittering with gems, ber head crowned wuh 
rofes, and drawn in her' ivory car, by fwaQs, doves, nr 
jparrows. At others fhe is repreferHed fianding. with 
tbe Graces attending her; .but in aU pofitions Cupid 
her fon, is her inreparable companion. I fball on1; 

. (5) From jel~d. to beget, comes Ilitta. generation; which the 
Latms well expreJli:d by 1)in Genetrix, or Genitalis .. See Horace. 
cannen ft'CUlare, I. 14. 

(6) She (aid, and turniltg round her netil/hefoo'W'd. 
. <That <with uleRiai charms di'Vine[y gllJow'd; 

Her 'Waving /i,th immortal j'l'agranct /hed, 
And breath'a ain/mJjall'WeRs MDund hit' hefll{: 
Info'Wi7lf( pomp hir radiant robe <was foen, 
And all t~e goadeft '/parkled in her mien. 

PITT'S Virgil. lRncid I. 402.. 
(.:?) This flatue was at Elis. and the tortoife was de1igned t() 

Ihew, ~t \~,!Il'len fit.ould not go much abroad. but attend theil' 
domefbc ·affalrs. . . '. . 

(8) See:l great number of thefe in Mr. <?glc's antiquities. il~ 
·luftrated by ~ntien.t gems, a work which; it is, a grea~ loft to .the 
public. that logemoull and worthYJ!gentlem:im did not livc.to Ii. 

O;g""'dbyGoogle r 
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add. tllet the fiatue·called 1he Mediceao Venus. is the heft 
'figure of .ber which time bas .pr-eferved. 

C HAP. XXXV. 
or tbe Attendants of VEN'tlS. viz. CUPID. HYMEN, 

and the HORJ£, or. Hours. 

BEFOR'E wedofe 1he article of Venus. it is necefi"ary 
to give rome account of the deities who were ufuaJJy 

reprefented in ber train. and formed a part of that ftate in 
which ftteufually .appeared. . 

The fir.1l: of there is Cupid. Some make him one of 
the maR: .81icnt of the deities, aDd fay he had no pa­
>rents. but Iucceeded immediately after Chaos. Others 
nport. that Nox, or Night,' pro4uetd an egg. which 
'having :hatched under her fable wings. brought forth 
Cupi~ or Love, who, with golden pinions. imme .. 
eliately Aew through the whole world (9). But the 
common opinion is, that Cupid was the fon of Mars 
and' Venus, and the favourite child of his mother, who, 
_ithout his aid, as Ole confe1l'es in Virgil, could do 
little -exel:utioft. Indeed the poets, when they invoke 
the mother, feldom fail to make their juint addrcfi"es to 
the fon (.,. Pel hlips this confcioufnefs of his own 
importance, reDdered this little diyinity . fo arrogant. 
that, on many cccafions, he forgets his filial duty. This 
Cupid helQlJged to the Venus Pandemos, or Popularis, 
and was called Anteros, or Luft. 

But the antients .mention another Cupid. {on of Ju­
piter and Venus, of a nobler chara8er, .... hofe delight 
It was to. raire refined fentiments ·of loye and virtue, 
whereas the other infpired bafe and impure defires. His 
Ilame was Eros, or true Love. Eros bore a golden dart, 
which Clufed r~l joy and affe8ion; Anteros a. leaden 
arrow, which Aifed a ieeting pafiion, ending in fatit:ty 
Iud di~uiI:. 

(9) Others make him the fon of Porus, the god of wun1CI, who 
being drunk. Mgot him on Penia, the goddrfs of POVClrtf. Others 
the fon of C.,Iua aDd Tem, and Come of Zephyrua and Flora. 

(1) See Horac:e, lib. I. ode xxx. & .pafIim. 
Cupid 
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Cupid was reprefented nCnally naked, to file. that 

love has nothing of iu own. He is armed with a bow 
and quiver fun of darts, to fhew his powor of the mind ; 
and crowned with rofes, to 1hew the delightful but 
tranfitory pIeafures he befiows. Sometimes he is de­
piaed "Ii,,', to denote that love fees no f.ults in the 
objea beloved ; at others he appears with a rafe in one 
hand, and a dolphin in the other; fometimes be i$ feen 
ftanding between Hercules and Mercury, to fignify the 
prevalence of eloquence and valour in love; at oth~. 
he is pl1lced near Fortune. to exprefs how much tbe 
Cucc:efs of lovers depends on that incontlant godders. He 
is always drawn. with wings, to typify, that nothing is 
more ftceting Ihan tbe paaion he ,excites. 

The Egyptian Horus, which attended the terreftrial 
Ifis. or the Venus Po,pularis. or Pandemos, was, ac­
(lOrmng to the cufiom of the neomenia, reprefented 
with different attributes; fometimes with the wings of 
the Etefian wind, at others with the club of Hercules 
(%). the arrows of Apollo, fitting on a lion. driving a 
bull, tying a ram. or having a large fifh in his nets. 
Thefe figns of tne, dilferent fealons of the year. gIVe 
rife to as many fables. The empire of ErOl, or Love. 
was made to extend to heaven and earth, and even to 
the depths of the ocean ; and this-little but powerful child, 
difarmed gods and men. 

Hymen, the fecond attendant 0.£ Venus, was the god 
of marriage, and the fon of Bacchus and that goddefs 
(~). He'is (aid to be born in Attica, wheu he made it 
hIS buGnefs to refcue vir,gins carried off by robbers, and 
to . refi'ol't!' them to their parents. On this account all 
maids nettly married offered facrifices to him; as alfo 
to the godders of concord. He was invoked in rhe 
nuptial ceremony 1+) .in a particular m.nner •. 

Tbis god was reprefenled of a fair compJe"ion~ 
crowned with amariclls, or the herb fweet maljoram. 
and robed in a veil gf faffcon colour. (r.eprerentative .of 
the bridal bluffies)witb a torch lighted in his hand, 

(::.) ;There 'is !a gem in Ml·. 0Jrle aDfwerinj; ,his defcr!ption. . (~> Hymc;n h tliought to ',be die fon of tIie' ;&odtlefs Venu. 
UranIa 'or the celeftiaI Venu~.I· . ',' I.· '.. 

(l) They repeated often the words, () Hy~ ':0 'ymen~ I 

Fa· becaufe 
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beeanre the bride was carried always home by torcb· 
light. \ , 
• Everyone knows it .'as a (pnllant cullom of the ori. 
~ntll nations, on the wedding.day, to attend the blide· 
groom and bride with torches and lamps. The chorus 
on there ocufions was HtI! Humt,uh! Her, h, ",ntl! 

, 'This ;s tb, ftj/i'Vlll (5)! The figure exhibitrd on this 
'occafion in Egypt, was a young man bearing a lartlP or 
torch. placed near the female figure, which denoted the 
day of the month fixed for the ceremony. 

The Graces, who always attended Venus, have been 
already defcribed with the MuftS under the article of 
Apollo. 
, The Ho~z. or Hours. W4:re the daughters of Jupiter 
and Themis, and the harbingers of Apollo. They were 
alfo the nurfes of Venus. as well as her drctfers. and 
made a necetfary part of her train. 

C HAP. XXXVI. 
Of VULCAN. 

T HOUGH the hufbaDd fhould uCuaIty prerede. the 
wife~ yet Vulcan was too unhappy in wedlock 10 

obtain ihis diflinaioll. There WHe flveral of the name 
, (6). the principal. who arrived at the honour of bdng 

qeified, was the fon of Jupiter and Juno. or, as others 
fay, Of luno alone: however this be. he was fa remark· 
ably de ormed, that his father threw him down from 
heaven to the ifle of Lemnos, and in the fan be broke 
his leg (7)' Others report, that Juno hertelf, difgufttd 
at his fight. hurled him into the fea, where he was Durf-
ed by Thetis (8). ' . ' 

,. (5) From Hu I 101 or here he is; ~d Mench. thefal!: or faeri­
!lice, comes HY!JIenaeus. 

(6) The mft, -raid to be the fon of CaiIus; the fecond, the fon 
-of Nil~ ealledOpas i the third the Vulcan, fOD of Jupiter and 
JUDO, meDtionedabOve.; IIIld the fourth .. the fOD oJ Maen3liu5, 
who re'fided in the Vukanian or Liparean in.s. . .. ,. ' 

. (7) He was caught by t~ LeJ~ni3n~ or he had broke his neck. 
It IS added, he-was a "hole day m falbng. ,! , 

(8) Otl\ers report that he fell on the"land, and was nurred by 
a~; and that Jupiter cxJ!Clled him the lkks for attemp.tin~' to 
wile jUlIO. wlien Ole confpired apntt him. . . . Te 
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The firft refidence of Vulcan on earth, was the ifle 
of Lemnos ("9), where he fet lip his forge. and· taught 
men how to f,,£ten and polifh brafs an.d iron. Fr<>ln 
thence he removed to the Liparean iOes, near Sicily. 
where. with the affitbnce of the Cyclops. he made Jupiter 
frefh thunderbolts. as the old grew decayed. He alfo 
wrought an helmet for Pinto. which rencl'ered tAm ioyj. 
f!ble, a trident for Neptune that fhakes both land and fe3, . 
and a dog of brars for Jupiter. which he animated Co­
as to perform (I) a\llthe natUral funaions of the -animal~ 
Nor is this a wonder, when 'we confider, that. at the' 
delire of the fame god. he tormed Pandora, who was Cent 
With the fatal box to Prometheus. as bas been- related 
in its place. (n Ibort, Vulcan was the general armour~r 
of the gods. He made Bacchus a golden crown to prefent 
Ariadne, a chariot for the (un, ana another for Mars-. 
At tm requcfr of Thetis. he filbricated the divine armour 
of Achilles. whofe fhield is fo beautifully defcribed by' 
Homer (1); as alfo the invincible armour of }Eneas .. 
lit the in treaty of Venus. To conclude, with an infbnce' 
of his 1kill.this way, in revenge for his mother Juno'. 
unkindnefs, he prefented her a golden chair, managed by 
filch unfeen (prings, that ,when fhe fat down in it file was: 
riot able 10 move, tilt fhe' was forced to beg her deli.-
Verance from him. ' 

, , Vulcan, iike the reft of the gods, had feverat 'nameS" 
or .p~llatioIlS: he was called' L~mnius, frOt1l the if1e­
of Lemnos, confecrareato mm; lYJUlcttlCl, VI mUlcl­
fer. from his art of foftening freel aoo iron. By the 
Greeks, Hephaiftos, from his delighting in flames, or 
fire; and ..£tneus and Lipareus, from the places fup­
pofed to be his forges (;). As to his worfhip, he had 
an altar in 'COmmon with Prometheus (+), and was one-

(9) Becaufe Lemnos abounds in minerals anel hot fprin~. 
, (I) Jupiter gave tbis dog to Europa. /he to Procris, and by her' 

it wa$'gil!eI1 to Cephalus lier hulband. and by Jupiter after turned, 
to a ftune. 

(2.) Sec Iliad, Lib. IS. . 
, (3) on ucottnt of the volcanos and fiery eruptions there. 
( ... ) Prometheus firA: invented fire, Vulcan, the ule of it. in. 

mumg arms and utenfils. 
F3 of 
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.zs c::arrird ahVlYS home by torch. 
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fir ft rdidence 0 f V ulean 00 eartl), was t ~ 1:1 ~ 

(~). wheTe h e fet up his fC'lrge. a'l:l T ,,?t:T 
to (olften and pol ifh brafs and j':l'O, ~ c .'1) 

he removed to th e Liran~'an ilks. n~ar - : '.~ " . 
with the afiiIbnce of the Cydop:;, he rrarlf' _ ;,iru 

_ lIunldPr'bolts, as the old grew decayed, H~ ,,:.-~ 

t 3D helmet for PInto, which rendtred lrn i;.f'i­
trident for Neptune tha t fbakes bNb h od and (e2, 

dog of brafs for Jopiter. wh ich he ani:m ' ed fo 
",r/orm ( I) all th e natural funaions of h~ ao::naJ. 
s this a wonder, wh eo we confickr, r1-:31. at the 
of the fame g od, he t~rmed Pandora, who was fent 
e fatal box to P rometheus. as has been related 
place. In filort, Vulcan was the general arm:lUreI" 

gods. He m ade Bacchus 1I g olden crown "prtfent 
t , a chariot for th e fun , a nd another for Mars. 
l'e<Jueft of T hetis, he fdbricated the divine armour 
illes, whofe fbi eld is fo beautifully defcribed by 
(1); as alfo tbe in vin cible armour of .i£.neas. 

in treaty of Venus. To conclude, with an . ftaoce 
ikill this way, in revenge for his mothu Juno'. 

cfnef" he prefented her a golden chai r, managed by 
feen fprings, that when the fat down in it fbe was 

tile to move, tilt fire was forced to beg her deli. 
CIt from him. 

olean, like the reft of the god~ , had feveral names ' 
p~lations : he was cal led L~moi us, from the i~ 
amos, confecrareo to mm; I\l UK'lJ~l, V I I'iJUICI­
from his art o f fofte ning fieel and iron , By the 
is, Hephaiftos. f¥om his drlighting in fl ames, or 
.nd lEtneos and Lipareus, from the p laces fup­
to be his forges (3) ' As to his worthir, he had 

tar in common with Prometheus (4 1, and was one 

) Bcaufe LemnC!' aooun:!s in minerals and hot rprin~. 
; Jupiter gave thIS dog to Europa, /he to Procl'is, and by her 
\sgi.-eo to Cephalus Iier hu/band, and by Jupiter after turned 
tWne. 
) 'See Diad, Lib. JS. 

;) Oil KCOtint of th~ volcanos and fiery eruptionR the .... 
+) Prometheus firlt mvented fire, Vulcan the ule of it, ;11' 
mg arms and utenJils. ~ 

F 3 
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~f tbe gods who prefided over marriage, becaufe he firt, 
Introrluccd the ufe of torches at the nuptial rites. It was, 
cuftomary wilh many natioDS after via.ory, to gather the 
«ntm),'s arIDs in a heap, and offer them to Vulcan .. 
His principal temple was in • conftcrated grove at the 
tOOl of Mount .iE.tna. guarded by dogs, who bad the, 
.tifcernment to diftinguifu his vota~ies, to ttar tbe vicious, : 
aDd fawn upon the virluous. ' 

The proper facrificc to this deity Will a lion, to denote 
die refittlcfs fury of fire. His ft.fiivals wer~ different;, 
at thofe called Protervia. (amqngft the Romans) they 
rlJl about with lighted torches. The Vulcani. were ceo 
lebrated by tbrowing living animals into the fire. The I 
Lampadophoria ~ere races perf(,rmed to his bODour, I 

where the contention was to carry lighted torches to the 
pol; but whoever overtook the perfon before him, had I 

tbe privilege of deliveriol him bls torch to carry, ancl to ' 
retire with honour. 

Vulcan,. however difagr~eable his perfon was~ waa. 
~nfible of love; his firft paffion was for Minena, and 
he had jupiter's confent to make his addretree to her;, 
but his coq.rtlhip was too ill placed to be fuccefsful. ' 
He Wilmore fortunate in his fuit to Venus, though 
he had no great rear on to hoaft his lot. The godetef. 
was too great a beauty to be c:onftant, and Vulcan too 
difaJlreeable to be bappy. She chofe Man (or her gal­
~1ant; ill'" .b~ : .... '5 .... tv. AI ... " .hm; w.mt on (wilDllling_ 
1)'. As Apollo, or the Sun, had a friendlhip for the 
hulband, Mars was particularly fearful of his- difcover­
ing the affair, and therefore fet a boy called A/caryon, 
or Gallus .. to warn him and his fair mifirefs of the Sun's 
approach. The {entinel unluckily fdl afleep, and fo the 
SUft faw them together. and let Vulcan prefcntly into the 
fecret. The blackfmith god to revenge the-injury, againft 
their next meeting, contrived fO fine and imperceptible a 
uet.;.work, that they were. taken in ,heir guilt. and expo(ed 
to the ridicule of the gods. rill releaf,d ~u the inter­
ceffion of Neptune. Mars, to punifh Aletlryon for 
lUI ne&l~. c;hanaed b.im into a cock, Who to 1U0ne for 

his 
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his fault,. by his crowin&, gives wnllam notke of the. 
fun-rife (5). . .' ., , . 

This deity; as the god of fire; was- reprefented 9art. 
oufly in different nations. The Egyptians depitled him 
proceeding out of an f'g~, placed in the mouth ot In­
piter, to denote· the radical or natural heat diiFufed 
through all created beings. SOIm: hiftorians· make him 
one of the firft Egyptian kinrs, wile for his goodners 
was deified; and add, tint king Menes eretled a noltle 
temple to him at Thebes with a cwloifal. atue Ievenl)'­
five ffet high. The Phrznicians adored him by the 
Dame of CryrOl', and thOUght 'him the author and caure 
of lightninr, and all fiery exhalation,.. Some' write~ 
confoUnd him with the Tubal Cain of fCripture. Tn. 
antient gCI1JI and, medals' of the Greeks and Romans" 
he is figured as lI! lame, deformcd'~ and fqualfid man', 
'working at the anvil, and lINal1y a"ttended, by his men 
the Cydops,. or by rome god or goddefs who come to 
afk his aftiftance. 

To examine in~ the ground' of thit fabie, we muil' 
have 'once more recourre to the Egyptian antiquities •. 
The Horus of the Egyl'tians was the moft Dl\itable fi­
'1!1lt"e. 'OIl ~rth;. for he affumed' fbapu fuitable to all fea'''; 
'fons of time and ranks of people: . to diretl' th~ huf­
bandman, he wore a rural drefil. By a chltlge of at..­
tributes, he became the inftrutlor of ,the fmiths .anti 
other arrificers, wl\ore' inftruments he appeared adorned: 
with.' This Horus of the fmiths had a fhort or lame 
leg, to lignify, that agricuTtUTe ,or hulbandry!jlll! wirh;­
out the aflifiance of the handIcraft' or mechaniC arl'$. 
In this apparatus he was called Mulciber (61,' Hephaif­
tos (7), and Vulc.an (8), all which' names the Greeks 
and Romans adopted with the figure, which as urud 
theJ converted from a fymho) to a god. Now as th~ 
Horus was removed from the fide of the beautiful Hi,S 

- {,)·s..09id,~W. 167. '. 
(6) From Malac, to dil'eCl: and mana,; and Ber. or. Betr, a 

eage or mine, comes Mulciber, the king 0 the mines or forges. 
(7) F:rom Aph, father, and Efto, m, i, formed Kphaiio, or, 

Hepbethon. the father of fire. 
(8) From Wall, to Walk. aDd"Canan, to haften. COmei Wo}­

can, or work finifbed. 

If 4- (or 

r 
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(or the Vtnus Pandemos) to make room for the martUl 
Horus, expofed in time of \Var, it occalioned the jell pf 
the affiftclnts, and ~ave rife to the fable of Vulcan's 
bl ing fupplanted in his. wife's ilffeaions by tbe god of 
war. 

C HAP. XXXVII. 

Of the Offspring of VULCAN • 

. TH 0 UGH Vulcan, had no ill'u~ with Venus, 
yet he qad a pretty. numerous offspring. We 

have alr~ady ~entioRed his paRipn. for Minerva: tbis 
godder~ coming one day to beljJeak fome armour of him, 
he attempted· to ravilh her, and in the ftruggle his 
ft'f;'d jell on the· ground, and produced the monfter 
,ErichthoniUI (9). Minerva nourifl)ed him in her thigh, 
and afterwards gave him ro be nuded by Aglauros, Pan­
drofus ~nd Htrle, but with a ftria: caulion not to look itt 
the cradle or coffer which. held him. The 6rll and laO: 
.. ,.egleBing this advice ran mad. Erichthonius being 
born with deformed, 01', as fome fay, ferpentine legs, was 
.~he firft inventor 6>f chariots to ride in. He was tbe 
+th. king of Athens, and a prince Gf ireat Juftice and 
equIty; 

Cacus, IDotller fon of Vulcan, was of a different 
charaEt.er~ He was a Dotorlous robber, and receivc;d hi • 
. name from ~is confurnmate villainy (I). , He fixed ~im­
f:lf on mount .A vcnline, and from thence infefted aU 
Jtaly witli.his depJledalions; but having ito) .. n fome oxen 
: from Hercules; he dragged them backwards to his eave 
,(2), ·that the robbery might not be difcovered by the 
. track. liercules, however,. paffing that way, heard the 
·lowing of .his cattle, brok.e open the doors, and feizing 
~.he wretc~,. put him to death. . 

. 
:(9) De~ved from E ,J., and xl". or Earth alld Contention· 
(J) From ..... C\P- bad or wicked. 
(:1) Virgil has given a fine difcription of this eave, but he 

mak ... hinl byt balf a man. See iEneid VIII. J94. 

A 
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A thi'rd fon of Vulcan, Ca:eulus (3), fo called. from· 
his lilde eyes, rtrembled his brother Caeus, and liyed by 
prey. It is raid his mother fitting by the fire, a·rpark a",,. 
into her lap. upon which /he conceived. G.hers fay fome' 
flaepherds foun4 him in the fire as foon as born. Ho 
foonded the ciryPrznefte. 

By his wife A glaia, one of the Graces, Vulcan had ftve­
rat (on~, as Ardalu., the inventor of the pipe, called Tibia •. 
Brotheus, who being deformed like his f"ther, defiro?ed 
himrelt in the fire. to . avoid the reproaches he met with. 
lEthiops. who gave his name to the Ethiopians, before 
called .&:thereans. OIenus the founder of a city of his 
own name in Breotia, Egyptus from whom Egypt was. 
called, Albion, Periphenus, MorgioD, Acus,. and feveraL 
others. 

. C HAP. XXXVIII. 

Of the CYCLOPS and POLYPHEMUS. 

T H E Cyclops were the fans of Neptune and Amphi*· 
trite. The principal were Brontes. Steropes and Py­

rdemon, tbough their whole number was above a hundred. 
They were the journeymen of Vulcan. It is raid, as­
foon as thfY were \)orn Jupiter threw them into Tartarus. 
but that they were dtlhered at the interceffion of Tellus, 
and fo became the affiftants of our god. They had eaelb 
but one eye ( .. ) placed in the middle of their foreheads,. 
and lived on fueh fruits and herbs a. the carlh brought 
forlh without cultivation. They are r~rted to have built: 
the waUs of Mycenz and TyTinthe with rnch maffy fiones,. 
that the fmallefi required two yoke of oxen to draw; 
it. The dealers in mythology fay, that the Cyclops ugnif, 
t he va pours raifed in the air, which occafron thlmder aneL 
lightning. 

With thefe we may dafs Polyphemus, though' he. 
was the fon of Neptune, haYing like the Cyclops but 

(3) It is thQug\lt. tho noble Roman family of C~ilii derive 
their name from him. See Virgil, lEneid X. 544, and lEneid. 
VII. 680 •. 
. (4) From K;M;o,. Cjr~ulu8~ and ."" Oculus,. that is the one-

eyed me"., .. 
F 5· one 
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.one eye; but ,of fo gi~ntiek a ftatu!e, t,h~t his very a(~ 
pea was fernbl~.-JiiS abode was 1U SICIly, wbere he. 

'ftlrpril.ed UI)fI'es and his eompinioDs" of whom he de­
voured ,fix; but Ulyfl'es making him drunk, blinded bim 
with a firebrand, and fo efeaped with the reft. Virgil bas . 
,inn us a fioe dtfcriplion of this fc:eee' (5)' .. . 

C HAP. XXXIX: .' 

Of MINnv" pr PALLA~. 

W E .co.me ~ext to' Minel'\'a f!,r PaUas, on.e of t~e moll 
ddbnguUhed of the 1>11 Majores, as being the 

,oddefs of fciences and wi(dom. Cicero mentions filte t6}' 
of this na~e; but the moll confiderable was the dau&liter 
of Jupitcr, . not by an infamous amour, nor even by the' 
conjugal bed, but the child o(his brain. It is raid _ht'r 
father, feeing Juno barren, through grief, (huck his 40re,,; 
head, and three months after came fortll MiAerYa i 7). Oli 
tbe day of her nativity it raiced gold ;It Rhodeq8). tier 
irn appearance on the urih was in .Libya.\1fhere behold· 
ing her own beauty in t~ lake Triton, fhe tram tbenCe, 
"ained tbe pame of 'l'ritonis (9)' 

---------------------------------------l 
<.~) Sec v~i!l'. ~neid. Lib, Ill. 6~, but the whoJ,:defcriptiou.I 

.hough adJJlIrabl~, IS too long to be cOllled. . . 
(6) The flrft, the motheT of Apollo, or Latona; the fecond" i 

,,;~uc:ed f~m the ~ile, and. worfhipped at Sais in Egypt·, the. 
third, the child of JupIter's brain; the- fourth. the daughter 01 ju-' 
piter and Croypha, who invented chariots w:ith four wheels; and I 
the fifth, the child of Pallas, wholD'(hekilJed, becaufe lie attempt-! 
ed her chaitity. . • 

(7) it is faid Vulcan was the midwife, by clening his ikutJ with· 
a ~atchet; but that feeing an armed virago1:ome 0\1!, inftead· ofJ. 
chilli, he run away. Othera. report, ~bat wheR -Jupiter fwallow . 
Meits, one of his wives Ole was with child of Panas. .. ,. _ 

(8-) Renee, the.Rhodians w~ the lirft who wodhiped her, as 
Claudian remarks. . . 

.4U1'Q/IJ.f RhodUs iIR!Jres, fta{cmlt Mintr'VII . . . 
Jndwriffe1rl'VlfIIlmlllt. . ... -

Some fay it was bccaufe Ole taught thedftlie art of making t'olOfiil 
Rarue.. ' 

(9) k 'annual ceremony was performed at this lake by the vir­
gins, who in diftinCl bodie. attaeked each otheT \vith various we2pons. 
The firlt that feU was efteemed not a maid, and tbro,vn'into the 
lake; but Ole who recei ved ~ft wounds was carried off in tt;iumph. 

• Sbe 
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She had befide feveral other appellations amon~. thct 
Greeks and Romans. She was called Pallas h~oIQthe: 
braAdillling her fpear in war. ~ Athena, becaufe the was­
born full grown, and never fuckled i whence alfo fhe 
obtained the name of Ametrofs, or motherlefs. Th~ 
epithet of Partlienis, or the virgin, was given .her on 
account of her perpetual chafiity -; that of Erga.tis, o~ 
the _ workwoman, for her excellency in _ fpinning anct~ 
weaving; Muuca, from her inventing the pipe; Py­
lotis, becaufe her image was fet up in the gates; and: 
Glaucopis, or green-eyed, beeaufe her eyes were of tbat 
caft (I), like thofe of· the owl. '. 

Minerva was the goddefs of war; wifdom, and arts,. 
fuch as weaving, the making oil. mufic, efpeci.lly the 
pipe (z); of building c.&llIes, over 'which fbe prefided; 
and, in fhort, was the patronefs of all tl\ofe fciences, 
which render men ufeful to focielY and themftlv.es, and 
inlitl~ them to the efteem of poth"rity. , , 
_. We have already bad occ.l/ion to obferve how thi. 

goddefs vowed aperp:tual virginity, and in what .man­
lIer the rejeaed the add,re-fres of V ulean. She was in­
deed very delicate' on this point, for llIe deprived Tire­
fias of hi~ fight, becaufe he accidentally faw her bathing. 
in the fouDlain of Helicon; but, at the illte,uffion of 
his mother Charicle,1he relented fo far, that, to com­
penfate his lofs,"1he endued him with tbe gift' of pro­
phecy (3)' N or was 1he leIS fevere to Medufa, who 
being ravillled by Neptune in her temple, 1he revenged' 
the faCJilegt, by turning her locks into (naJEes, and 
caufing all who Llebcld her. after to be challl&ed into' 
ftones. • 

She was equally jealolls of her fuperiority in the arts. 
fhe invented. Arachne, a Libyan princds, th~ daugh­
ter of Idmon, had the j>refumptwll to challenge her a~ 
~iRning. The folly coft ber- dear j fgr. MWrva lttuC!k 

(J) Yet Homer and all the poets CIIlll\er the blue-eyed maid.: 
Ste Pope. 

(:&) It is faid, feeing her cheeks refle8td in the ,'Vater as file play­
ect, l'he threw away me pipe with this expreffioD; nat _fie 'Was 
too dear if purchtiftd at thl extetrct. oj beauty. 

(3) Ovid relates the tory of Tirefiilt ,err difFtrmtl,.; for whil-h 
fee Metamorph. Lib. Ill. 316. ..... 

. b...-
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her with the fpindle on the forehead, for which at. 
&empting to' hang herfelf, through defpair. the godders 
turned her into a fpider. in which fbape {be ftill exer­
eifes the profeffion {be fo much boafied l41. The rea~ 
tier m Iy confult Ovid. if he would fee this fiory fet in a 
beautiful light. , 

As 'Condua is oppofite. in milltary affairs, to brutal 
yalour, fo Minerva is always by the poets placed in 
contraft to Mars. Thus we fee Homer makes- her fide 
with the Greeks in the Trfljan war, while the other 
deity takes the parr of the enemy. The fuecefs is an­
fwerable to this difpoftthn (S), and we fee prudence and 
di~cipli,ne viCtorious over valour without counfel, and force 
lIDder no 'CIiredion. 

One of the mofi remarkable of Minerva's adventures, 
was her contell' with 'Neptune, Gf which notice has 
been taken uodet the' artide ot that deity. When Ce­
crops founded Athens, it was agreed, that whoever of 
thefe two deities 1hould produce the moA: beneficial gift 
to mankind, fbould gIve name to the new City. Nep­
tune 'with 11 firoke of his trident formed a horle j Pallas 
caufed'an olive to fpring from the tround, and carried 
the pdze. The meaning of~this fable was to point out, 
tlla,t agriculurre was to a riling colony of mote impor-
tanee than navigation.' , ' 

MinHvl was highly honoured, and had fevl'I'attem­
pIes both in Greece and Italy. The Athenians, "'ho 
alwllys had a particular dovotion to her. as thepatronefs 
9£ ,thtir -city, in the flourifhing flate of their republick, 
ereB:ed • magnificent temple to her by the name of 
Partheois, or the 'Virgin-goddefs, in whICh they placed 
her ftatue of gold and ivory thirty-nine feet high, 
wrougHt by the hands of Phidils., S~e bad t ftarely 
temple a't ;'Rome, on mount 'Aventine,' where her fef­
tival, caned MinervaJia or Q!!inquatria, was celebrated 
for"lWe dtrjlt-fueceffivelY'in tbe'-morllh of Mareh: She 
had fo..l!!.etimes her altars in common with Vulcan, fome 
times, with Mercury. The ufual viBim offered her was 
a whitc"'heifer never yoked'. The animals facrea to her 
~t:r~ tllr code. the owl. and the bafiliJk. ' 

, (.j.)' Sie Ovid, lib. VI. I • 

. (5) Se~ the;pr~face to Mr. ,Pope's Homer. 

...... We 



THE HE A THE N 6 0 D S. 1~9 
We muft not here omit the Palladium (6), or that 
facred ftatue of her which fell down from heaven, and 
was preferved in Tro'y, as a trfafure on whofe fafety 
that of the chy depended. Diomedes and UI! Ifes foand 
means to fieal it, and the city was foon after taken 
and defiroyed (1) However, it is certain that lEneas 
brought either this or another of the fame kind with' 
him into haly, and de-pofitt'd it at La.inium, from' 
whence it was removed to Rome, and placed in the 
temple of Vefta. Whtn this edifice was confamed by 
fire, Metellus, a noble Roman, rufhed in and brought It 
off, though with the lofs of his eyes, in recompence for 
which heroic attion, he had the privilege of (:oming to' 
the fenate in, a chario', that the honour might in fome 
degree allay the fenfe of his misfortune. The Romans 
indetd. vain of their Trojan defceflt, regarded the'Palla­
dium in the fame'Jigbt with their ancefiors, and thought 
the' fecurity and duration -of their empire were annex,­
ed to'the poffeffion of this, guardian image. 
, Come we next to enquire into the mythological birth 
and, origin of this fabled goddefs. who is no other than 
the 'Egyptian His under a new drefs or torm. and the 
fame with the Pales, or rural goddefs of the Sabines ('8). 
Tne Alhenian~, who were an Egyptian colony from 
Sats, followed the c"fioms of their anceftor.l. by par­
ticularly applving tbtmfeJ~es to railing flax for linen 
cloth, and the cultivation of the Olive (9). Now the 
figure worfhipped at Sais," prefiding over ihtfe arlS, 
WIlS a female ill compleat armour, This, as Diodorus 
tells ils, was beeaufe the inhabitants of this DYl\afty,. 
were both the beft hulbandmen end. f.tillers in ,Egypt., 

'(6) Authors differ as to tbis Palladium, fome making it of 
wood, and adding, it cou!d move its ,eyes and 1hake its fj>ear.' 
Others fay, it was com~fed of the bones of Pelops, and fold by' 
the Scythians to the Trojans. 

(,) Some afti:rt it a was counterfeit Palladium the.Greek, gmerala. 
ftofe away, aad that .lE,'leas faved the true one. Others make two 
Palladhlms. 

(8) '~o whor~ hono,!r the fcalls cal1ed Pali,Jia" ~re c~lebrated; 
NOw thls'word 15 mamfeftly of EgyptIan' dettvatl(~n, beIng taken 
from Pillel, to govern the cIty j whence comes Pelilah, the public 
order. -

(9) The city of Sale derived its;name from this tree, Zaith or 
SlilS lignifying the olive. ' . ; 

In, 
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In the hand of this image they placed a fhieJd with a 
full moon depiCted on it, furrounded by ferpents, the 
emblems of lite and happinefs. ADd at the feet of this 
fymhol they placed an owl, to fhew it was a noClurnal 
facrifi~. To this they gave the, name of Mednf, (I). 
expreffive of what fhe was defigned 10 reprefent. The 
Greeks who were ignorant of the trile meanillg of all 
this, did not think fit to put fuch a favourable fenfe on 
the head, of Medura, which feemed to them an objetl 
tlf horror, and opened a fine field for poetical imagina4 

lion. The· pretfUlg of the olives did indeed turn fruit 
into fiones, 10 a literal fenfe j heDce they made the zgis 
or 1hield of Minerva petrifY all who beheld it. 

To remind the people of the importance of their linen 
manufal.loI'Y, tbe Egyptians ex)lof~d in their fefiivals 
another image, bearing in her right hand the beam or 
inftrumenJ round which the weavers rolled the warp of 
their cloth. This image they called Minena (z). Now 
there are anlient figures of Pilllas extant, which cor­
refpond with this idea (3). Wbat rull heightens the 
probability of this is, that the name of Atbent', givelt 
to this goddefs. is the very word in Egypt for the fluen 
thread (.) ufed in 'heir looms. Near this figure, which 

,was to warn the inllabitants of the approach of the 
weaving, or winter feafon, they placed another of an 
iofea, whofe. indufiry fcems to have given rUe to this 
art, and. to wbich they gave the name of Arachne (s). 
to denote. its application. All thefe emblems. tranf­
planted to G~ece by the genius of that people, foJ)Cf of 
the marvellous. were converted into rtal objetls. and. 
indeed afforded r09fll enough for the imagination of' their 
poets to invent the fable of the tl'ansformation of Arachne 
iuto a fpider. 

Mintrva, by the poets and fculptors, is urual1y ra­
prefented in a fiaaciing attitude compleatly armed, with.: 
a compofed but fmiling countenance, -beaJing a golden 

, (J) From Dulh, to pre{s, comet Medufua or Medufa, tho 
))filling. See Ifaiab XXV ~ 10. . 

(7.1 From Manevra, a weaver's loom. I, In the c,lleaion of pAoo made by M. de Crozat. . 
+ Atona, linen thread. See ~ovem. vii. 16. 
5 El"Om Aracb, to make lincn cloth. 

breaft-
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breafi· plate. a fpear in her right.hand, and her terrible 
zgis in her It'ft, having on it. the head of Medufa en­
twined with fnake!. Her helmet was ufually entwined 
with oliv~. to denote peace is the end of war, or ra­
ther becaufe that tTee was faaed to hcr. See ber pic­
ture in Cambray's Telemaque At her· feet is general .. 
]y placedf the owl. ·or the cock; the former being tho 
emblem of ·wifdom. the latter of war. 

C HAP. XL. 

Of MAIlS and BELLONA. 

M" A R S was the fan of Juno alone, who being 
cllagdned that Jupiter fhould bear Minerva with­

out her help, to be even with him eonflllted Flora. 
who fhewed her. a flower in the Olenian fields" on 
touching of which fbe conceived, and became the mo­
ther of this drelldful deity (6). Thero. or fiercenefs, 
was his nurfe. Ind he received his educatioh Imonglt 
the Scythians,> t be moft barb4rous nation in the world. 
amongfi: whom he was adored in Il particul ... manner. 
though the,. acknowledged 110 9th'r god. 

This deuy had different appellations. The Greeks 
called him Are. 171• from the deftru6ion he caufes. 
He had the name of Gradivus from his majeftic port; 
of Q.uirinlls. when on the defenIi ve '" or at reft. By 
the antient Latins he was fliled' SalifubflJlus. or the " 
danoer. : (rom the uncertainty that 'attclJds 111 martial 
enterprize.. " 

Mars 'IVa. tbe ~()d of war.· and in high veneration 
with the Romans, both' on account of his being the' 
father of R.omulus t11eir founck!r. ancl becaofe of their. 
own' ~ius alway. inClined to conqueft. NumB, though 
otherwife a p1cifii: prince, haviRg implored the gods, 
during a gteat peftilence. received a {mallinar. buckler. 
call4d·ancile. from hellven, which the .ymph Egeria 

: f. "I.. . 
. Ii 

(5) Ollien" matte Iiiril-flie fon er Jupitei· and Juno. or ~ Jupi:ef 
udErys. 

(1). From .S"', to kill. _. 
ady:' 
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advifed him to keep with the utmoft care, the fate or 
the Roman people and empire depending on its con": 

,fervation. To fecure fo valuable a pledge. Nllma cauf­
ed eleven more lhields of the fame form to be made, and 
intrufted the care of there to an ',order of priefis he 
inftituted, called,'Salii, 01" the priell'S: of l\~1rS, in'whofe 
temple the t\'telve ancilia were depdfited. The number 
of thefe "priefts w.as alfo twelve, dwfc:n out of, the no­
bleft familes. who. on the 6mt: of Marcb arm'ually, \ the 
~eftivJI, of Mars, carried the aneilia with, great ceremony 
round the city. daOling their bucklers, and fing:ng hymns 
to the gods, in \'thich they Wt're joined by a chorus 
of virgins choren to atlift 'on this occa(i:>n, and drefi'td 
like themfdves.· . This fdHval was concluded with a grand 
fupper (81. . . " -

Aliguftus eretied a magnificent temple to Mar~ at 
Romeo, by the title of Ultor •. which he vowed to ,him, 
when he implored his affifiance againft the murducr, 
of Julius Czfar. The vi8ims facn6ced to him were the 
wolf for his fiercenefs, the hOTre on account of its ufe-­
fulnefs. in waf, the woodpecker and c vulture for their: 
~avenoufj}ers, tbe coelt fllr his ngilance. He was crown .. 
~d with zrals. beeaufe it grows in eiti~ )depo~lated 
by war. and thiclleftin' places moiftened ·with; hllm' .. 
Itlbod. : ~' 

The hiftory :of Mars fu.rni(hes few adventures. I We 
bave alrtady related his anlour witn Venus, by whOm! 
M had ,t{eralione, contUltled_ {() Oretles, and, afterwards­
married to Pyrrbus, king of Epirus. 

By the, eymph BifiQDis,_ ~ars :Q'tdrT«enst · who reign.) 
cd iR Thract', and mamed Progne. the daughtel! 0' 
Panciion, ki"g of"A(b,ens." Till, pri-ncllfs) hlld I\,fiftcr 
c.alledPhilomtla. a great helillty!; and, biting de4itou/l tOr 
fee ber,. Ibe. requeUed .her hulbar,d to:go '0 Athlffis ... .,eII 
bring her filler, with her -fatber's l\trm.iffioR, to. _. 
TeTe"s" by .the way,- fell. in l_~~e, ~itlL bit ebargft- and. 
on her rejefling .h.s· folicitatiQns, ravi/hed· her, c~t Ollt 
fier tongue. and -:nclQfed. h~f" ill . ,: i\rong . tpwer,' :ptc-. 
·enrling to his wife file died in the journey. In this 

mdition Ihe- -u'rltia ppy -prince&-- fO'lllld- -nlemrs - m-!1n-
•• J ••• 1 .• ' .... 

(8) Called CZD~ Sali;u-is. 
• f .• l "' : j.~ ,.. :: 1 ):. , ; \ ; 

• J I 1. ... 

,: ' ',',' . broider 
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broider her fiory, and fend it to her fifter, who tranf. 
Ported with rage, contrhed how to revt'nge the injury. 
Firll: fhe brought her 6thr home privately; next (he' 
killed her' fan l1Y5, and fcrved up hIs fie{b to his father. 
for fupper: aftt'r he had eat it, {be expofed the head 
and told him what (be had done; Tereus, mad with 
fury, purfued the fillers, who in their flight became' 
transformed. Progne to. fwallow, and Philomela to a 
nigbtingale. Itys was by the gods cHanged into a 
pheafant. and Tereus himfelf into a lapwing. Ovid has 
(9) given us· this flory with his ufual embel1i{bment's. . 

Mars married a wife called Nerio, or Nerione (I). 
which in the Sabine tongue fignifies valou~ or ftrengtb. 
He had fneral children, the principal of whom were 
By this, who gave tds name to Bythinia; Thrax, from 
.. hom Thrace was fo called; )£nomaus. Afcalaphu" 
Bifton, Cha:ybs, Slrymon, Parthenopa:us, Tmolus, Pylus, .• 
Euenus, Calydon, &c. . . 

This deity having killed. Halirothu!, .tbe fon of Nep­
tun., wali intlitled before the afi"embly of the gods for 
the murder, as well as for the crime of debauching 
Alcippe, .fifter to the deceafed. TweIve gods were pre­
fent, of whom fix were for acquitting him I fo that, by 
the tufiom of the court, when the voices were equal, 
the favourable fide· carrying it, 'hl: came olf. Some flly 
this trial was in the famous Areopagus, or hill of Mars, 
at Athens, a court which, in fucceeding time, gained 
the highefi reputation, for the juftice and impartiality of 
its proceedings (z). 

Mars was .,either invulnerable nor invincible, for we 
find him in Homer 'both wounded and purfurd by Dio­
inedes j . but then it mull: be confidered. that Homer was 
fo good a patriot, that he always affe~ls to difgrace the 
go(js who took the Trojan's part. 

(9) See'Ovid~ Lib. VI. 411. . 
(I) Henee the Claud ian family at Rome are faid . to derive the 

limame of Nero. 
(~) Thefe judges were chofen out ofperfons of the moll: blame­

Ie" c:h~laaers. They lilifel'ed no verbal pleadings before them, 
left a falee eloqucnccmight varnilh a' bad caule; and all their 
{ententes were given in writing, and ddivered in the dack. .' 

Mars, 
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Mars whatever his appearance be, was of EgyptiAn 

original. This nation was divided into three datres, 
the pridls. the hufuandmen, and the artificers; of thefe. 
the firfl were by their profeffion e¥empt from war, and. 
the Jatter reckoned too IDean to be .employed in... ddenc:e 
of the flate; fo that their militia was wholly taken frolll 
the fec:ond btJdy. We have already obferved. that in 
the facrifices whiCh preceded their military expeditions .. 
their His appeared in a warlike drefs, and gave rife to 
the Greek Pallas, or Minerva. Tile Horus which ac­
companied this figure. was alfo eq\iipped with this he~ 
met and buckler, and caUed by the name of Harits (3', 

. or the formidable. The Syrians fottened this word to­
Huis C..,); the Greeks changed it to Ares; the Gauls 
pronounced it Hefus; and the Romans and Sabines. 
Warets or Mars. Thus \he military Horus of the Egyp~ 
tianS" became perf.nified. and made the god of com­
bats 01' war. 

Mars is ufually defcribed in a chariot drawn by fu­
rious horres, compleatl), armed, and extending his fpear 
with one. band, wbile with the other hand h~ grafps 
a fword embrued in blood. His afpe& is fierce &Del­
favage. Sometimes Difcord is repref.ented 89 preceding 
flis car, while Clamour. Fear lind Terror appear in his.. 
train. Virgil has given a defcription. of tlJis god pretty 
much agreeable to Ibis idea (s). 

Bellona is ufually IfckoDed the filler of Mars, though. 
(onte call her both bis filler and wire. As her inclina_ 
tions were equally cruel and favale, Ole took a v.leafure . 
in fuaring bis dangers. and is commonly depl~d. as 
driving his chariot wilh a bloody whip in her hand. 
Appius Claudius built ber a temple at Rome, ·where. 
in her facri6ces called Bellonaria. ber priefts nfed to 
fiaa. themfelves with knives. Juft oppofite llood the 
('~llumnt" DeNice, • pillar· frOm ",heau the he .. W 
threw a (pear. when war was proclaimed again a an)' 

(3) FlTom Harits, violtntorenraged. See Job xv. so. . 
(4-) Huis, (Syr) the telTible in war, Pfalm xxiv. 8. The Sy- I 

rUms alfo called him Ab Guerotl\, or the father ot comttats. 
whence the Romalls borrowed their GradiYU8 Pater.. »j 

(5) Virgil, iEneid VIII. 'JOD+ 
nation. 

0'9",,,d by Coogle 
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II atio n. She is faid to be the invent refs of the needle 
(6), from which fhe took her name. . 

This goddefs is reprefented fOllletimes holding a light­
ed torcli or brand, at others with a trumpet, her hair 
c:ompofed of fnakes c:1otred with gore. and her gar. 
rflenU {hiDed with bJ09d, in a lurious and dlftratled 
attitude. 

C HAP. XLt. 

0f CUll. 

I T ma~ ~of be improper now to pars to (oFfer pie ... 
tures .more 'a~ablenefs' may fene a. a contrail' 

to the ftronger images jDft 'd{fplayed. As ptel1ty and; 
abundance I"fpaiT the: walle and ha.ock of war, we Alall 
next to Mars introduce Ceres. a divinity friendly and 
beneficent to mankind. '. 
. This goddefs was the daulftter of Saturn and R.hea. 

SleUr, Attica, Crete, and Egypt, -claim the 1100l)ur of 
iet bttth, eaclr country prodUcing its reafoof, though' 
tbe fllft Flas the geDeral fuffrage. In her youth fbe' 
was (0 beautiful, ttiat her brother Jupiter fell in Jove with' 
.,er. by whom fIl~ bact Proferpine. Neptune ntXt en,,:, 
joyed her; but the fruit of thIs amour JI controverted, 
fame mtking it a daughter called Hira. others a berfe 
called Arion. Indeed, as this laft deity carefi"ed her in • 
that 'form, the latrer opinion ferms beft founded. How .. 
4!verl this be, fhe was 10 afhamed of this laft affair. that 
lIle put on mourning garments, and retired to a cave, 
where fhe continued folong, that the world was in danger 
.of ptrifhing for want (7). At laft Pan difcovered her re-.­
treat, and informed Jupiter. who, hy the interceflion of 
tbe P.rc:z, or Fates, _appeared her, and prevailed on her 
to return to the world. 

For fome time ,fhe took up her abode in Corcyr., 
from whence file removed to Sicily, where the misfor­
tune befell her 6f the rape of Proferpine her daughter. 

(6) From BI).l,~, a needle. . 
(7) Becaufc during her abfence the earth produced DO com 0/1 

fnuts. 
b, 
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by Pluto. The difconfolate mother immediately earried 
her complaints to Jupiter, upbraiding hfm with f1i' 
permitting fuch an injuftic.e to be committed. efpecially 
on the perfon of his o.wn daughter. But obtaining little. 
falisfaClion, Ibe lighted her torches at mount lEtna, 
and mounting her car drun by winged dragom, fet' 
out in fearch of her beloved daughter~ As her adven­
tures in this journey ... ere pretty remarkable, we Iball' 
mention them in their order. 

Her firft ftop was at Athens, where being horpitably 
received by Celeus, Ibe in 'return taught him to fow 
cern, and nourilbed his fon Triptolemus with celeffial 
milk by day, at night covering him with fire, torend~r 
bim hnl1lort.al. Ceieus, out of curiollt", difcoyering 
this laft particular, was (0 affrighted,. that he cried Dut 
and revealed it himfelf, on which Ihe gOOdefs killed him. 
As to biB fon, Ceres knt him ber chariot, and fent him 
through the world to inilrut\ mankind in the art of 
agriculture. ' 

. She was next mtertained by Hypotboon and Mega­
nira (8) his wife. wbo fet wine befor~ her, wbich fbc 
refuted. IS unfuitable '19 her mournful condition j but 
fue prepared herlelf ~ drink from .an infufion IJf mealC?F 
corn. which fbe afterwards ufed.1 IaJllbe (91, a(l at~ 
tenda~t. of Megallira. ufed to divert the goddefs. with 
ioties and jells, which fbe repeated in a celtain kind of 
verfe. , It happened" during a ,facrifice made he.r beret 
that Abas, lon to Meganira, derided the ceremony, and 
ufed the godders wilh .opprobrious langllage; where-, 
upon fprinkling qim. with a certain mixture fbe held in 
her .cuP •. he became a newt or waler lizard. Erifichton 
allo, for cutting down a gr'i've confecrated to ber. was· 
punifued with fucll an i~f¥-tiable hunger,. that nething 
could fatisfy hitn~ but he w~s farced to gna.w his OWD-

~elb. . ...•.•. • 
From thence Ceres pafTed 1OtO Lye1a. where bemg 

thirfiy, and, defiring. to dr\nk at a /pring, the clowns 
not only hindered her. but. fullied and difiurbed tbe "a ... 
t!;r, reviling her for her J.llisf(Drt~nes; upon ~hidl 

. (8) Hvpllthoon was the fan of Neptune and Alape.. . 
(9) The daughter of Pan and Echo, and the iUl'entrefs ofIam-

!ric verfe. -' 
. fhe 
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the tutri~ them into frogs. Thefe frogs, though al­
ready punilhed for affronting his fifter, bad the folty 
to alk Jupiter to grant them a king •. He ftont them a 
frog, . whom they rejeaed, and defired another; upon 
which the god fent them a water ferpent, who devoured 
them, and effeaually convinced them of their weaknefs. 

It is difpufed, whl) firft informed Ceres where h£r 
daughter was; fome arcrthe the intt'lligeRce to Tlipto­
lemus, and his brother· Eubtlleus; but the R\oft part 
agree in gi.ing the honour of it to the nymph Arethllfa 
(a fountain in Sicily) (J 1. who flying the purfuit of 
the river Alpheus, faw this goddefs in the infernal re­
giolls •. 

We have but one amour of Ceres recorded; Find­
ing Ja6on....tbe fon of Jupiter and Eleara afieep in a 
field newly ploughed up. Ote acquainted - him with her 
paffion, and bore ·him Pluws the god of riches; but 
Jove, incenfed ro ,fee his fon become his rival, killed him 
with a thun derbolt. 

Ceres had feveral flames; flIe was called Magna Dea, 
or the· great goddefs, from her bounty· in; fupporring 

· mankind; Melaina, from her black cloathing; Eu-
· ehlza, from her verdure; Alma. Altrix, and Mammofa, 
· from her nourifhing and impregnating all feeds and ve­

getables, and bting as it were the common mother of 
the world. The Arcadians, by way of excellence, ftiled 
ber Defpoina. or. the Lady. She was alfo honoured 
v.ith the peculiar .. epitbet of Thefmophoris. or the Le­
gifiatrefs, beeaufe hufbandry hrft taught the ufe of land­
marks. and the value of ground, the fource of all pro-
perty and law. . 

J t muft be owned this godd({s was not undefervintt the 
lIigheft titles given her, confidered as the tldty who 
'rft t8ught men to plough and fow, to reap and houfe 
theirc:orn, to yoke oxen, to· make bread, to .cuhiville 
all forts of pulfe and garden-fluff (except beans), though 
lome make Bacchus the firft iOfentor of agriculture. 
She alfo infiruaed mankind to fix limits or boundades, 

-. to .afc:er:laiu their pofi'efiions. 
----_ .. _------------.----

('1) The -daughter of Nel'CUS and Don., ·add acgmp~ion of 
Dida. . 

There 
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There was none of the celefiial a1fembly to whom 

more folemo facrilices were inftituted than to Ceres. 
The place where fhc was principally wodhipped was at 
Eleufis, where her rites were performed in the moll: 
folemn imd myfterious manner. They were celebrated 
only once in five years; all the matrons initiated, were 
to vow a perpetual chaftity. At the commencemeot of 
the fefi:ival. a feaft was kept for ft:vcral days, during 
which wine was banilbed the altars. After tms the 
proceRioo began, which confifted in the carriage of tbe 
facred balkets or canifters. in one of which was inc10fed 
a child with a golden feraph. a van, arains. cakes, &c. 
The reprefenlation of the myfi:eries, during which a 
profound filenee (s) was to be obferved, concluded thus: 
after a horrid darknefs.. thunder. lightning. and what­
ever is moft awful in nature, fucc~ded a calm and bright 
iliblllrnation, which d.fcovered four perfons fplendidly 
babited. The firfi: was called the Hicropliant, or the 
IXIIJ."lIer if foc". Ihi"gs. and reprefented the Demiurgus. 
or· fuprellle being; the fC(:ond bore a torch, and figni­
fied t,firis; the third ftoodnear the aitar, 8fId fi~nified J65; 
the fourth, whom they called the Hoi, Me1fenger. per-

. fonated Mercury (3)' To thefe rites Done wele admit­
ted but perfons ot the firfi: :char.atler. for probity or e­
minence. Ooly the priefts .were fuffered to fee the fta- ! 

tue oftbe goddefs. All tbe aifembJy ufed .lighted ,torches. 
and the fQlemnity concluded with -games; in which the 
via-on were crowned with ears of bade),. , 

According to Herodotus, there rites were brought 
from Egypt to Greece, by the d.ugbters of DaDaus.O­
ther-s fay, that Eumolpus. the fon of Triptolemus and 
Driope. tran.farred them from EleufiS:to Athens. 

The Thefmophoria, or le1f«:1 feftivals of Ceres. were 
c:elebl!llted annually at Ar.g05, and in many poinrs I'C­

(embled the EleLifinian m)'~ries. though th.ey Rl1~1hort 

(2) It was death to {peak, or-to reveal .Mat ·pall"ed. in thefe reli-
gious rites. . 

(3) The whole pllTJlert of this.~rerentation, was deligned to 
allegorize the dcfolate ftate of mankmd after the flood. anii 1hew 
the benefits of agriculture and induftry. 

of 
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of them very much in the dignity and grandeur of the 
celebration. . 

Qe Memmius the zdile firft introduced thefe dtes 
into Rome by the title of Cerealia (4)' None were ad­
mitted to the facrifi.:es guilty of any crime; Co that 
when Nero attempted it, the Roman matrons exprdfed 
their refentment, by going into mourning. This fef· 
tival was clofed by a banfltlet and public horfe· races. 

The Ambarvalia were feafts celebrat~ by the Roman 
hulbandmen in fpring, to render Ceres propitious, by 
)uftratin~ their fields. Each mafier of a family furnifb· 
ed a via,m with an oaken wreath round its' neck, which 
he led thrice round his ground. followed by his family 
finging hymns, and dancing in honour of the goddefs. 
The offerings uud in the luftration were milk and new 
ll'iine. At the clofe of the harveft there was a fecond 
feftival, in which the goddefs wa~ prefented with the 
firft fruits of the feafon, and an entertainment provided 
for the relations and neighbours. 

The Deginning of April the gardeners facrificed to 
Ceres, to obtain a plentiful produce of their grounds. 
which were under her proteaion. (.;icero mentions an 
antient temple of hers at CatlDea in Sicily, in which 
the offices were performed by matrons and virgins only, 
no man being' admitted. The ufual facrifices to this 
godetefs were a fow with pig, or a ram. The garlands 
ufed by her in her fac:rifices were of myrtle or rape­
weed: but flowers were prohibited, becaufe Profc:rpine "­
was loft as fhe gatbered them. The poppy alone was 
Caued to her, not only becaufe it grows amongft corn, 
but becaufe in her difirefs Jupiter gave it. her to eat, 
that llie might fleep and forget .her troubles. 

Let us now. endeavour to find fome explanation 9f 
this hiftary (If Ceres. Jf we have recourfe to our for­
mer key. we fhall find the Ceres of Sicily and Eleulis, 
or of Rome and Greece. is no other than the Egyptian 
Ifis. brought by the Phznitiaos into thefe countries. 
The 'Iery name ot myfiery (s) given to the Eleulinian 

(4) This appears from a medal of this magiftrate, on wh!ch i. 
the effigies of Ceres holding in one hand three ears of com; In the 
other a torch, and with her Itft foot treading on a ferpcnt. 

(5) From MHlor, a veil or covering. 
rites, 
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rites, fhews they are of Egyptian origin.. The His, 
1!Ihich appeared at the reaft appointed for the comme­
moration of the ftate of mankind after the flood, bore I 

the name of Ceres (6), fuitable to her intention. She 
was figured in mourning, and with a torch, to denote 
the grief fhe fdt for the loCs of Perfophene (7 J her fa- I 

yourite daughter, and the pains fhe was at to recover I 

her. The poppies with which this lfis was crowned, 
lignified the joy men received at their firft abundant 
ClOp (8). Triptolemus \lIIas only the attendant Horus 
(9 I, bearing in his hand the handle of a plough. and 
Cdeus his father was no more than (I) the name of the 
tools ufed in the,forming this ufeful inftrument of agricul­
ture. Eumolpus expreffed (2) the regulation or (orma­
tion of the people to induftry and tillage j and Profer­
pina or Perfephoneh being found again, was a lively 
fymhol of the recovery of corn a'moft loft in the deluge, 
and its cultivation with fuccefs Thus the em~lems, 
,lmoft quite fimple, of the moft important event whieb 
ever happeaed in the world, became, when tranfJllarit­
ed to Greece and Rome, the (ources of the moll iidieu­
lous fable and groffeft idolatry. 

Ceres was ufually reprefentfd of a tall majeftic fta­
ture, fair complexion, languifhing eyes, and yellow or 
flaxen hair j her head crowned with poppies. or ears of 
corn, her brealts full and fwelling; holding in her right­
band a ilunch of the fame materials with her garland, 
and in ber left a lighted torc\). When in a car Or cha­
riot, fhe is drawn by winged dragons, or lions, 

(6) Froni Ceret~! difi"olution or overthrow, Jeremiah xlvi. 2.0. I 

(7) From Peri,fruitorcorn, and Saphanlolf, comesPerfepho- I 

neb, or the ~om loft. 
(8)Bobo 6gnities a double crop, and is alCo the name for the 

poppy. -
(9) From Tarap, to break, and Telem a furrow, ,omes Trip­

tolem, or the aCl: of plouE-hing. 
(I) Celeus, from Celi, a tool or vefi"el. 

Yirf{eajlr.rterea Celei vilifqutfuptllex, VU.GIL Geo. 
(2.) From Wam, people, and Alep to leam, is derived Eumo­

lep ur Eumolpus i. e. the people regulated 01- inftruCl:ed. -

C HAP. 
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Of BAcCHvs. 

AS' COJ'Il and wine are the "obJeft gifts of nature, r. 
it is no wonder, in the progrefs of idolatry, if 

they became deified, and had their altars. It is there­
fore no unnatural tranfitioD. if &om Ceres we pafs to 
Bacchus. ' 

This deity was the fon of Jupiter apd Semele, (as' 
bas been obferved in the article of Jupiter) and wat 
eborn at Thebes. Cicero mentions five (5) of the nam~. 
,4 is faid the aymphs took care of his rducation, though 

fopte, afcribe tbis office to the Hone or Hours ; others 
"the Naiades. Mercury after this carried him into 
JI(lbza to Macris. the daughter of Atifteus '4), who 
~ointcd his lip$ with. honey; but Juno, .inceofed at 
lais,lfin~ pmrc4lion in a place _cd to her, banithed 
.ll1ln theDce; fo that Macris fled with bim into the 
.cO~ntry of the Pho:nicians. and nourUhed him in a cave • 
. Others fay, that Cadmut, fathor to Semele, difcovering 
her crime, put her and the child into a wooden ark.. 
~hich by the tides was cariicdto Oreate. a town· Qf 
Laconia, ~hcre ·Semele being found dead, was buried 

I with great pomp, and the infant Durfed by Ine in a 
ca.e. During this perfecutioD, being tired in his flight, 
he fcU alleept and an Amphiibena, or two· headed fer. 
pent, of the moft poifonous kind. bit his leg; but a­
.waking, he firuck It with a vine· twig, and that kil-

. led it. . 
In his infancy jOme Tyrrhenian merchants' found him 

... Lleep on ',the thore, and attempted to cany bim away; 
:, ."". fuddenly.be transformed bhnfelf into monilrou.· 
I .... ~ ; at th. e fame time their mails were 'encompaffed 

.,III,ifjb ~ •. ,and their 'oars with. ivy, and, firuck with 
. madners, they jumped into the fea, where the god chang-

. f,sl The IIt_ronof Jupiter aD(IProfCnIiae; thesdtbeE~ 
tian Bac:chu~,. the fon of Nile, who killed Nyfa j the 3d the JOn Oi 
.Caprius, who reigned in Aliai the 4th the Ion of Jupiter and 
LUll"ol; and the stn born of Nilus and Thione. 

(+) Others fay MercuI}' carried him to Nyfa, a: city of Arabia. 
near Egypt. ,. . . 

G'ed 
Digitized by Googte 
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oed them into dolphins. Homer has made this the fub­
jetl of one of his hymns. . . 

Bacchus, during the giants war, diltingui/hed himfelf 
:greatly by his valour in the for~ of a lion, while Ju­
piter, to encourage his (on, ufed the \'Yord Euhot', whieh 
became afterwards f'eqllentty ufed in'lI'is faCfifices o­
thers fay, that in this rebellion the Titan; !Cut oilr deitf 
to pieces; but that .Pallas·· took }jis he1tt, while yet 
'PlntiRg, and carried .i. to. 'her . father, whocollf'fled the 
liRlbs, and re animated tbe body, after it had flcl't three 
lIight:s with Proferpine (.5)' 

The moft memonble explMt of Bacchus was his t'x­
petlltion to India, whkh. employed him three years. He 
1et out from Egypt, where he h:ft Mercurias Trifme­
giftus to atrut his wifel in quality of. eO'Ftgetlt, and- ap­
'pointed Hercules his· viceroy: Bufiris he confiituted pte­
lident. of Pho:nicia" and" Anto:us of J..ybia ; after· which 
he marched with. a prodigious I army, carrying with him 
Triptotemus and Mato, to teach mankind the arts of 
tillage and plll'Rting tile ~ille. His, firft '}>rogrefs 'was 
_eDward (6,., andduTihg his courfe' he W'at joioe(~ by 
Pan and LufuII, .he :gwe their- names to .itferent rarts 
.of lberia~ : Alt«ing his. views he; returned. through EL 
thiopia, where tlie Satyrs anti Mttfes !ncreafe<l his 'arm1., 
'and from tbelll'c !craffing . the red ie3, he' penetrated 
;through: Afiato .the~motetl: parts of India, in I the 
mountairis of which count;y. near ·the Cotlree of ~ 
~Inges, he en'fled. t~o pillars, to Olew that, he had 
.dited the utmaft: limits of the habitable world (7). 
,After this. returniog ·home with &tory. he made a tri­
umphant entry. int? 'rhebes •. offered part of his fpoih 
to Jupiter, and fll'Cnficed to hftD the tichetl: fpices of the 
taft. He then applied. himftlf folely to affairs of go-. 

(s) The Mythologifl:s ray, that this is to denote the cutting!! of 
.ines will grow, bu t that they will be three years before they 
come to bear. . 

(6) Pan ,.gave his name to Spain~ or Hirpania,' Lurus. to Ln­
f1t:lDla, or Portugal. 

(7) In his return he llliilt . Nyra, and other citie8, and palling 
.the Rellefpont he came .into Thrace,. ,,,here: be left Mara. whO 
founded· the city Maro,n:ea. To Macedo he gave the country 
from him called Macetl~nia" aDd left Triptcileanus in Altica tb 
attrua, the p(ople. . . . 

l.. verD-
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vernment. to reform abllfc: .. ,nad good laws. aRel ~n .. 
rult the bappioefs of his people, fOG which 1lc. not ooly. 
obtaintd the title of the law-civer, by way of CJC(el­
!,tnee, bur ",as deifiecJ, ~fte~, Qe,rh. " ' 

J uno having firuck him with madners, he had before 
t-hiJ, wandefid I thFQugh par~ i>f Jhe world. Protc;us, 
Jr.iog of Egypt. was tbe fir~, who received' him kindly. 
He next went ~: Cybella inPhrygia, where being ex­
piated by, Rhea, he was initiated in tile myfieries of 
(:ybele. Lycurgu~,kinl' of. the &loDi, near the riv,r 
StrymoJlo affronted him in this journey, foe which Bac­
chus deprive" him of ~s reatOn J (0 that wilen ~e thougbt 
to prune. bis vines, f\e cat off the ~g5 of his fon Drya. 
!tnd his own. !Sy cQlDmand of the oracle, his fuJ>jecb 
ilnprifoned bim. aad; l;Ie was torn in pieces .by w.u.d 
oor(es.., It is ~afy to .• how,inc()lllifteDt thefe.accoy.nts. 
of the fame; perron .re" Ind.. that th« aaions of, ddfe­
rent Blcchufes are afcribed to one. , 

We have two plber 4Ifiances recorded of the rerent. 
ment of this deity .. ' Alcithoe, I Theban lady, derided 
Itis prie.(lolfcs,· aAd "las. ,ransfo18led il)tq a bat;: Pen­
tbellS, the· (00 of ~lii,o/l. and Agave .. ,fur .rid~tu1iAg ba. 
~emllities, Cilled 'Orgia. was toro in pi~es .by, his OW" 

lOOther ·and filters l8), .who in their llJaclac.fs &uok hilll 
fer a wild boar. ' " . 

The fllvourite wife of Bacchus was Ariadne •. whom 
he found ill the iflt of ,N\lXos,. abandoned by Thef,us; 
he lov~d her fo ,paffiQnatel", that he plated the croltl1 
file wore as •• co.nftellatiqn in the Oti.,.. By ber be halA 
Staphilus. Tb,.neps, Hymenzus, &c. ' .• 
. -<:ifftts;'a- JfOOlh' whom he ·greatly eA:temed. (porting 

'With the Saty~,· was .accidentally killed; Ba~chus cbang. 
ed biminto 'tIle plant ivy, which became in a pecl!­
lilr manner· confecrated. to his wodhip. Silenils,' 
~notber of. his Javpurites. wandering. from his mailer. 
came to Midas, king of Phrygia. at whofe CQurt he was. 
well received, To requite this favour, Bacchus pro .. 
inired to grant whatever 'he requtlleH. The monarch. 
whofe ruliog. p,ffion WI; avarite. deured all ·he touched' 
might'.be tUlOe4 to. gpld.; but be f090 fclt the. inconve­
niency of having his wi1h granted, when he found his 

(8) Ovid. Lib. II. 6~o. 
G 2 meat 
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meat 1lnd drink converted into metal. He therefore 
prayed tbe ~od to recall his bounty, and releafe him 
from his mlfery. He traa commaoded to wath in the 
river PaElolus. which. from that time, ·had golden 
fands (9). 

( .. ) Ba('chu~ 'had a great variety of nlrMS; he was 
called Dionyfius (z), from hi, father's' lemenefs while 
he cartied him in his thigh:, the appellation of Biformis 
was given him, ·becaufe he fometimes was reprefented 
as old, fometimes as yOUflg; that of Brifa:us, f~om his 

-jnventing ·the wine-pre& (3); that of Bromius, from 
the crackling of fire Mud when Semele perithed by the 
ligbtningof Jupiter; that of Bimater. from his hiving 
two.omers, or bdng twice born. The Greeks ftiled 
bim 111Igenes, or born of an ox, beeaufe he was drawn 
with horns; and for the (arne FeaCon the Latins caUed 
him Tauriformis. He was named Dzmon -Bonus, be­
CRufe in atl feans the laft glafs W89 drank to his honour. 
Evius, Evous, and Evan, w~re names ufed by the Bac­
chanals iD their wild proceflions, as were thofe of Kleus 
and Elelens. He· was ftiled Iac:chus, from the noife (4) 
made hy his votaries in their drunken frolicks;: Lena:ns, 
Mcaufe wine aft"uages the forrows and troubles of life 
(3); I!.iber, and Liber Pater. becaufe he lets men .free 
from C'onfi'raint, and puts them on an equality; and on 
tile fame account he was "firnamed Lyreus. and Lyca:us 
(6); Nlailius was an appellation given him, beeaufe 
his facrifices were often celebrated in the night'; from 
his education on' ·mount Nyfa, he gained the epithet of 
Nifa:us, as alfo that· of Thyoneus, from Thyo his-

(9) Ovid, Lib. xi. 86. . . 
(t) From Bot"X"'. to run mad, becaufe wine inflames, and 

deprives men ot their reafQn. 
(s) From '\1., God, and ,or., lame or clippled. 
(3) Some derive it from Brifa his nunc; others from the p~ 

montory. Bma in the iAe of Leibos, where he was chiefly wor-
fuip~. . . 

(+) From ;".",M to exclaim or roar. See Claudian'. rape 
of proferpine. _._ 

(5) From Lenio to Coften; but SerVlusgtves the eJ?lIhet a Greek 
etymology, from '~.,.~ a win,e-prefs. The tirft conJtthlre is heft 

I j\lpported by the poets. ' 
Curll Mit, multo Jilui~ ",,,. •• 

(6) FrQm ~u." to unloofC or ret free. 
OYID. ' 

Durfe; 



3,H & H & A THE N GOD S. Us 
~ua:fe ; and that of Triumphus. from his' being the fidl 
who inRituted triumph!. 

The (>rincipal ferovals of Bacchus were the Of co­
phoria, lnftituted by the Phomicians. Tlie Trieterica 
(71, cdebrated in remembrance of his three years ex­
pedition to lndia. The Epilamea were gam~ appointed 
at the time of vintage, in whieh the,. contended whO' 
~ould tread out moft mult or wine,. and fWlg hymns 
to· the deity. The Athenians obferved a', certain feaft 
called Apaturia j as alfo others called Afcolia and~ Am­
broJia. The latter were celebrated in January. the 
1Ronth facred to Bacchus; the Romans, called them 
Bruma!ia, and kept ,them ill February, and Auguli-ca). 
hut the mQft confiderable of the . Ro~ans,. with regard 
)0 this go~ were the Bacchanali, 'Dion~fIl' or Orgi&. 
rolemni~ed ~t mid-~ay in February, by women only at 
lirft, but afterwards by both fexes. 'nIefe rites we're 
'attended with fueh abominable exceftes and wicked­
}lefs. that the (coate abolifhed tbem by a ,»ubliclr. de­
:C;ree (9). 

The viEiims. agrerable to Bacchus, were the goat 
'and fwine, bfcaufe' thefe animals are deftruEiive to the 
~.ind ; the aragon, and the pye Oil' acco\int of its chat­
;teriD~. The Trtes and plantlured in his garlands were. 
the IVY. the fir. the oak, and the herb rapewetd. as 
alto . the flower Daffodil or Narcilfu!ll 

Bacchus was the. god of mirth,. wine, a'nd good cbeer 
and as fuch the poets have not be-en rparing ill his pr.aifes. 
,On aU occafion, o( p!eafure and focial joy they never failftl 
to invoke his prefence, and to thank bim for tlte bleT­
fings he bc:ftowtd. . To him they arcribed, the forgetful­
'nefs of their cares, and the foft traM ports of mutual 
friendlhip and cbearfu! converfation. 1t would be end. 
lers to repeat the compliments paid him by the Greek 
and Latin poets, who, for the mott._part. wefe hearty 
"evotteS to his worlhip. 

(7) Virgil, lEReid IV. 303'-
(8) See C~1. Rhodog. Lib XVII~ cap. s. 
(,) See Horace, Book. II. O.le XIX. wholly conCecrattd to hi_ 

pnute. _ . , 

G .1 Bacchus. 
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Bacchus, by the poets and painters, is reprefcnted ~ 
a corpulellt youth (I) naktd, with a ruddy face, wanton 
look, and eft'emin:ue air. He is cro\\'ned with ivy and 
vine leaves, and beals in his hand a thyrfus (2), encir­
cled with the fame. His car is, drawn (ometirnes by 
lions, at others, by 'tigers, leopards, or panthers" and 
furroundetl by a band of Satyrs and M:enades, or wood':' 
tlyOlph~, in fraDrick poflures; and, to clofe the rnaeJ 
procdlion, appears old'Siltttus riding on an afs, which 
"".as fcarcely able to carry fo fat and j09ial a compa. 
1I10n. 

0" But on the' great rarcophagus' of his Grace the Duke 
elf Beaufort, at Badminton, he is expreffe4 as: a ~o~ni 
man mounted on a tiger, and habited In '3 Ibng robe. 
He holds Ii tbyrfus in one ba,nd, 'and with the other 
,P(!9P. wine) ~n~o 'a horn. His' foot rells upon ,3 balket. 
lIts allendallts are Ihe fearGns properly reprefented, and 
intermingled .. with Fauns, Genies~ &teo ' , "0 arri,e at ·the true Qriginal'of this fabled deity. we 
mull oOte marc. J:evifit Egypt, the mother.country of 
th.e gods" where,; he was indeed no other than, the qfiris 
at that' peop~.' Whence fpn!ng another Bacchus,dit. 
tingitiJhed from him, will prefently appear. L' We have 

• already had fufficient. occafidn foremarli: fun. tpeir Ho~s 
thznged' his name and attributes, actQtding (o,tbe fea:­
,foni, ,and the ciicumftances or operations he was ill'. 
tended to direa. To commemorate the antieot ftate of 
mankind, he appeareti"under the fymbol of a child, with 
• feraph by 1:u5 fIde,. and affumed the name of Beri. 
Semele (3)' This y,ras' an image of the weakners and 
imperfeaion of bulban<ry after ~he. deluge. The Greeks, 
who k.new "t:I;0thing of .the true melini'ng ,of t'he ltgure, 
called it the fOIJ ,of Semele, and to belglnen it~ bo· 

'nour made Jupiter his father, or, according to tbe eaC· 
tern ftile (4), produced him out of his thigh: They 

• 
(J) Bacchus was fometimes depitled as an old mall with a beard 

as at Elis in Greece; and it W:llIll1Ily then be had boms given hint i 
fometimes be was cloathed with a tiger's /kin. 

{
S) The thyrfus was a wooden javelin Mth an iron head. 
3) Ben-Semele .. «Ir,the.cbild of the reprt!entatio!l • ... > See Gelleras ~lyi., s6. fpeaking of Jacob's children, or who 

ClIme out of hi, thigh. . , , . 

eYeD 
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eYen em&eHiflled the finry with all the marvellous Cir~ 
cumfhnces of his mother's death. and fo effetlually 
compl~ated the fable. . . 

·Let 115 add to this, that in all the antient forms at-. 
invocation to the fupreme being. they ufed the- exprfr. 
fions afterwards appropriated. to Bacchus, fuch as 10 
Terombe (5)! 10 Baeche t6)! or 10 Baecoth t Jehova t 
Hevan, ·H~voe, and Eloah (7)! and· HI! Bib! Etta £111. 
(8). Thefe exclamations were repeaied in after-age. 
by the people, who had DO longer any {e~re· of their 
'TIle fignlfic:ation. -hut applied them to the objeEts of 
their i4<fatry. In their. hu.ntings jhey. ufed ~he outcriei­
of 10 Sabol (9)! fo. Nifli! which, ·wlth a bttle altera­
tion, became the titles of the deity we are fpeaking· o~. 
'I;he Roman, .or L~tiDS, of all thefe, preferr.ed. the ·name 
of B~ccOt~, out: Of' which they 'tompofed Baec:bill. Thy 
Alore dehcate ear of the Greek, chofe the word 10 
Niffi, out of which· they formed Dionyfius. Helice it 
is plain, that no flal Bacchus ever exified,. but that he 
was only a Illafque or fi~ure of mme concealed truth. Ill. 
110rt;· whoever attentively reads· HQrace's inimitable ode· 
to Bacchus (1), wjll {el' thatB~cchus meant no mOte· 
tnan the improvement of me world, by the cultivadon 
gfagri~u1tu~e, :ana .'ihe p~a~ti~~ of the .in~. . . ~ 

.! t •. I· .• 1 •• 

'.' C H: ~ P.· XLlir. 
Of the Attendants of ItA-CeHus·; SILEl'fui,. SVf.VAin,..; 

and the MJBNADIS· 0," SAC.C.", the S,U'Yas,FAUft 
and S.·LINI. . 

As Baccha~ *-,as· the god' ot gOdd-hurnour lind 'fel­
lowlbip~ fo none· of t'he deities appeared with a more· 

numerous Or {plendid retinue. 
I-- ." ~ " • 1 .. I· 

(S~ 10 T~ombe! let us cty to the Lord·;, hence Dithyrambu •• 
6 10 Baccoth I God fce our tears! whence Bacchus. ~7 Jelioval Hevno, or Hevoe, the author of"!:xiftence i Eloch~. 

the mighty God! heilee Evoe, Evous, &c. 
(8) Hn EIh! fhou art the fire! Atla Efh I thou art tbe life I 

hence Attes and Vd. ,:. '., _. . 
(9) 10 Saboi! Lord thou art an Haft to me I 10 Nifli! Lord be 

my guide I hence SabahUS and DionyfUl~ •. the JUUDeS of Bacchus. 
(I) Horace, Lib. II. Ode XIX.:' , 

. . . G", SUeD,......-
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. SileotlS, the principal perfon in his crain, had beeQ 
his preceptor, and a very fuilable one for luch a deity ; 
for the old man had a very hearty ~aion for his bot. 
tie; yet Silenus diftinguHhed himCc:lr in the gillOts war, 
'\)y appearing on his afs, whore brayiDg put thoCe daring 
rebels ioto confufion (zJ. Some fay he was born at 
Malea, a city of Sparta; Gthen, at NyCa in Arabia; 
hut tbe moft propable c.onjeaure is, that he was a 
prince of Caria! noted for his equity. and wiCdoof (3). 
However this be, he "las a confhnt attendant aRd com­
panion' of his pupil in an his expeditions. Silenus was 
a notable good !Doralin in his cups, as we find. in Virgil, 
who has given us a beautiful oratiqn of his 00 the 00-

bleA: fubjeas ( .. I. in the fine eclogue which liars his 
Dame. 
. Silenus is depKled as a fhort corpulent old man, bald. 
headed. with a fiat nofe. prominent forehead. and big 
un. He is ufually defcribed as over.loaden witb wine, 
and feated on a faddle-backed afs, upon which he fup­
ports bimfelf with a lon& ftafF; and in the other hand 

,varries a rantharus or jug. with. the handle wor!) out 
almoft by frequent ufe. J . ' 

Silvanus was a rural qetty., who Qftca' appears in the 
train of Bacchus; fome fuppofe him the. fun of Saturn. 
«hers of Faunus. He was unknown to the Greeks; 
hut the Latins rcc:eiYed the worfhip of him from the 
Pelafgi, who. upon their migration into Ita)y. conre­
crated ,roves tG his' 'lonour, and appointed ft)lemn fer. 
tinls, m wbich milk was offered to.·him. }ddeed the 
worfhip of this imaainary deity, ftems wholly to baye 
rifen out of the antient facred uCe of wooda·andafoves. 
, Tile Mamadet were tl\e, prjefto~es and lIymphs who 
attended Bacchus, and were alfo ~alled nyades;' from 
their fury; Bacchz. from their intemperance; and, 
Mimallones, from their difpofition to ape and mimic 
o~hers, which is one of the qualities of drunk.en people. 

• (2,) For which it ,vas rufed to tbe. /kie', ;nd made a conlleHation. 
(3) On this account arofe'the (able of Midas lending: him his 

ears. It is faid, that being once taken pri/oner, he pUl'chaftd his 
liberty 'With this reuiarkaole fc:ntence, 'That it 'W41 brJ not til hI 
-/,orn i 1UUi, next 'to tlull, 1140) eJigibit to die quick!J; 

C+J Virgil. Eclogue VI. J+. • , 
There 
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q"hefe bore thyrfufes bound with ivy. and in their,,.,.. 
J;:effion fhocked the ear and e1~ with their extravalBDI 
cries and ridiculolls and indecent contorflOns. 

The life. guards or trained-bands of Bacchus were 
the Satyrs. It is uncertain whence thefe half creaturel 
fprung; but their ufual" reCadence lUS in tbe ,woods and, 
foreils, and Ihey were of a very wanton and luftful elif­
pofitipn; (0 that it was ver1 dangerous for a ftray nymph 
to fall into their hands •. Indeed it was natural tor 
them fo ufe compulfion. for' thtir form was none of 
the moil inviting, having deformed heads, armed with 
Ihort horns, crooked hmds, rough and hair, bodies, 
goats fett and It.'g~. and tails as long as horfe.. ' 

We are now to feek fome explanation of Ihis groupe­
of figur~s, and to do rhis we mult have recourfe to the 
Egyptian key. As idolatry improved, the feafts or reo:' 
prefentations of thofe people grew 'more pompous and 
(olemn, fhow degenerated into mafquerade, and religion 
into farce Or freoozy. The Ben Semele •. or child of re­
prefentation, mentioned in the explanation of Bacchus •. 
became a jolly rofy youth, who, to adorn the pomp. 
was placed in a chariot, drawn hy aaors in tigers or 
Jeopards ikins, while olhers, drdfed in thofe of bucks 
or goats, furrounded, him i and, to fhew the dangers 
they had gone through 'in hunting, they fmeered their 
faces wi:h dregs of wine, or juice of mulberries, to 
jmitate the blood of the beafts they killed. Thefe a(.. 
fifiants were called Satyrs (;), Fauns (6), and Thyades. 
(7). and ~znlldes (8).. and Baffaridas (9)' To c10fe 
the proceffion, appeared an old Il)an on an alS, offer­
~ng wine to the rired youth. w.ho had retnrned from' 
8 profperous chafe, and inviting 'hem to take fome reft. 
This perfon they called Sylen (1), or Sylvan, and his 
drefs was defigned to 'fhew, that old men were exempt 
from thofe toils of youth, whic:h~ by extirpating, buRs. 
of prey, fecured the apptoaching harvefi: • 

6 From Phanim, a mafque or faUi:"ace. 
. ISl From Sattlr, .hidden or difguifed. 

1 From Thouah, to wander or run about wildlr • 
. 8 From M ..... f'". to intoxicate .OJ; drive mad. 
(9) From Batfar, to gathel' the~apes. 
( I) Fton Selau~ fafety or repore:: . 

G 50 . 
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~1l thefe' (YMOO]S were by 'the Greeks and RaiD ... 

adopted in their way, and the .flors of mafks of Egypt, 
became the real divinities of nations,' whofe inclination 
to fhe marvellOus made them greedily embrace what. 
enr flittered that prepoft"cffIOD. , .' 

... , I 

C HAP: 'XLIV. : 

Of Huc.uLEs, and his Labours. 

H A V I N G gone throu~h the Dii Majore!, or ce.;. 
leftial deities of the firfi rank; we than proceed 

to the dlmi ~ods, who were eitber thofe heroes whore 
eminent aflions and fllperior virtues raifed them to the 
fides, or thofe terrtllrial divinities, who for their bounty 
and goodnefs to mankind, were datred with the gods.: 
, To' begin with the former, Hercules undoubtedly 
claims the foremon place. There were feveral of this 
'flame (2); but he "to whom, among11: the Greeks, the 
~reateftglory is attributed, was the fan of Jupiter and 
:Alcmena •. wife of ,Ampbitryon king of Thebes. ,This 
monarch being gone on an expedition againn the lEtoli. 
an!. Jove affu!'1i:d his. form'r and un~er !hat fafe dif~ 
gllIfe eafiIy enjoyed hiS defires.' It IS fald he was fo 
enamoured, that he prol~ged the darknefs fur three 
days and thrte nights fuccc:ffively. Hercules was the 
fruit of this extraodinary amour, and at the fame time 
Alcmena bore twins to, her hulband, Laodamia and Iphicllls. 
who was remarkaQle' for 'his 'extraordinary fwiftnefs. . 

This intrig'ue of jui>t~et. lis ufu:d, foon came to M~ 
ellrs of his jealous wife. wh.o froll) tha't moinent mecli'­
fated the defiru~lio~. of Hercu1t:$. 'A tayourahle oecar' 
fion offered to her refentmen't. 'Archippe, (he wife of 
Slhenelus, king of Mycene. being pregnant at tl1e fame 
time with Alcmena, Jupiter had ordained. that the 
t'hild Iirfi born !bould ha'le the fllperior,it1. at: tbmmand 
ovc:r the other. Juno' cailfed, Archippe ,to be' de~1:vered. 

. , - . •• '.' j 
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at· the en~ of feven months,: of a fon, called Epl")'ftbeu •• 
and to retard the labour of . Alcmena, in tbe {om of ." 
old woman file fat at the gate of Amphytryon's palace. 
witb per legs aerofs, and ber fingers interwoye.. 8)1.' 
this fecret incbantment, that princers was. f:"en d.,.. 
and nights' in utreme pains, till Galanlhis, ODe of be., 
attendants, feeing Juno in this fufpicious ·pofture,· aa· 
conjeaurl~g tbe caure, ran hafiity out with the,ne., 
that her miftrefs was delivered. The .gotldefs ftartiog 
up at the news, Alcmena was that moment freed of her 
burt hen ; but· Juno was fo incenfed at GalaDtbis, that· 
file changed her ;iQto a weefel. , . 

During his infancy, Juno fent two ferpents· to dellroy .. 
bilJl in: his cradle, but the undaunred child, ftrangled. 
them bot" wirb his hands. After tbis, as he grew. up, 
lle difCQv,red an uncolJlmQn itature and fiteogth of bod)lf .• 
(3). ali well as beroic. ardour of mind. T hefe great 
qualities of nature were improved by fuitable care, hi" 
edueaJion bdng intrufted to the greatelt 'mafters (+) i Co. 
that it i:s no wonder .if. witb fuch confiderablo adVlanta.. 
&e~, he m~dI: {uih a (hining figure ip the world. 

Hi~ e~traordinary virtues were early put to the b'ial, 
and tl;le; talA imp.of.i:iI '()n, him b)' Eury,ftheus, on .ae .. 
count of the danger and difficulty which attended thei&:' 
ex~utioll, . receindt the nami: of the Labouas of Her­
c.u~es, and afe commonly reckoned to be twelve id. 
num1xr. '. 

I. The firft labour, or triumph, of Hercules; was the 
death of.lhe Nemzon 1100. It is (;tjdi this furious ani-­
mal, .by JU"9'5 direction, fell from the orb of the moon" 
and was invulnc:rabl~. It infefted ·the Nema:an woods;. 
bet'!Ve~n Phliu~ and ,ql~ne,: and, did infinite r.nir,hief. 
T,he hero 3tta~k.etl Je ;btltb ,witft \lis arr!?ws. and club, 
but in vain, till perceiving his error, he firlt ftrangled~ 

. ",. 'f \ .. 

. ('3) Some fay when he arrived at'manhood he was four ~ubit~ 
bigh, itnd ha,(\ three rows. of tec:th ... _ _ __. . 

(4) Lin\1~ the fcn of Apollo inltructed him in philofophy; Eury­
lUs ~augilt .\JiB) archery;, ElilDOIptls.llUuficJ patticularly the arfof· 
touching the lyre; fi'om I-hrpalychus the fon of ·Merourv, he learnt 
wreltling ~nd t,h~ gymnaltic ~xel'cife$, Caltor. ~ewec! hi~ ~h~ art 
bf managlhg 'us weapon~; and to complete all, Chiron IJlItla~. 
him in the principles of aitrononiy and mediCilie. ' . , 

.' ~ 
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and then tore it in piec~ with his hands. The fkin he 
prererved, arid coofiantly wore, as a token of his viElory.: 

z. His next enterprife was againft a formida1:>le fer­
pent, or monfier, which harboured in the fens of Ler­
na, and infeaed the region of Argbs with his poifonous 
exhalations. The number of heads affigned this crea­
ture is "arious (s); bllt all al,uhors agree, that when one 
wal cut off another fucceeded in its plac~, unlefs the 
wound wa.s immediately cauterifed. Hercules, not die: 
couraged, attacked this dragon, and having caufed I..,. 
laus to cut down ,,'ood f"ffirient for ft&ming brands, as 
he cut off the heads, applied them to the, wounds, and 
by that melns obtained the cpnqllefi, and drfiro}ed the 
Hydra. Some 'explain this fable, ~y fuppofing Lerna a 
madb. much troubled with (nakes and other poi fOlious 
animals, which Ht'rcnles and his companions deftroyed, 
by fetring fire to the reeds. Others imagine he only 
drained this fen, which was 'before unpatlilble. Others 
make Lerna, a fort or cafUei of robbers, under a leader 
called Hydra, whom Hercules eXtirpated. Howevt:r 
this be, in confideration of the {ervice of'lolaus on this 
Occafion, when he grew decriped. with old age, his ma­
firr , by' bisprayelS, obtained him a renewal of his 
youth. . 

3. The next talk il'l'1pofed on him by Euryftheus. was 
to bring him alive a huge wild-boar, which ravaged the 
fore-ft of Erymanthus, and had been fent to Phocis by 
Diana, to punifh (k(\eu~ for· neglcEling her facrifices 
(6). 1n his way he dekated the Centaurs, whe hact 
provoked him by' infulting lPholus his hoil. After this 
be ffized ,the fierce animal in a thicket, (utrounded witlt 
(oow, . and, purfuaht to his injunElion, carried him 
bound to Euryftheu's, who had like to have fainted at 
the fight. 

,.. This monarch, after fuch experience of the force 
and valour of Hercules, was. refolved to try his agility: . . 

(s) Some make the heads: of the Lerruean Hydra to be fe¥en i 
.thers nine j others fifty. . 

(6) This ftory has a near refemblance with the boar of CalydOD, 
.. entioneG in the article of Diillia. 

for 
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for this end he was commanded to take a hind which 
frequented mount Mznalu~, and had brazen -f«t and 
golden -horns. As the was facred to Diana, Hercules 
dUlfl not wound her. and it was not eafy to rUD her 
down: his chafe coft him a whole year's foot- fpeed. At 
laft, being tired out, the hind took to the 'I'etelft-s of 
mount Artemefius, but was if) her way overtaktn, as fbe 
croffed the river Ladon, ami brcught to Mycene. 
. s. Near the take Stymphalus, in Arcadia, harboured 
certain birds of prey, with wings, beaks, and talons of 
iron, who preyed on human ft fb, and devoured aU who 
Juffid tint way. Thefe Ellryftheus fent Hercules to de­
fir\)y. Some fay he killed tHem wilh his arrows (7'; 
othen:, that Panas lent him fome brazen Tcl'tles made 
by Vulcan. the found of which frightened them to the 
illand of Areria. Some-filppofe the birds called Stym. 
phalides. it g!ng of defperare banditti, wbo had thei; 
haunts near that lake. ' 

6. His next expedition 'was ag,t.flll- the Crt'tHl butt_ 
Minos. king _ of that Wand. being formidable at fea, -had 
forgot to pay Neptune the worfbip due to him, the deity, 
to punifb hisneglta. fent a farious btlll, whefe noftrilS 
breathed fire, to dtfiroy the coulltry. Hercules brought 
this terrible animal bound to Enryfthe,)~. who, on ac­
count of his being fdcrelt, let him loo(e in the territor; 
of Marathon, where he was afterwards "a in by Thefeusl 

'Some reduce the ftory to this, that Hercules only \'lias 
lent to Crete, to procure Euryfiheus a bull for breed. 
ing out of. 

7. Diomfde, king of Thrace. the fon of \ Mars and 
Cyrene, was a tyrallt poffdltd of a ftud of horfel. (0 
wild and fierce, that they breathed 6re, and were con­
ftantly fed with human fidh. their maRtr kming ali 
tlrangers he could meet with for provender for his cltttle. 
Hercules having vanquilhed him, gave him aa a prey 
to them. apd killing fome. brought the relt to Euryf­
thells. 

8. The next employment of Hercules feems a little 
too mean for a hero, but he was obliged to ,obey a fever.e 

(7) There IS an antient- gem expre.flivc of tbis. _ See Oglc's an­
tiquities. ...,... 
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t'~·lDlfier. who Will fo fenfible of his OWR injuftice. ill'" 
theCe· injunaions, that he did not care to truil: himCeif 
in tbe power,. of the .perfon he commanded (8). Au­
geas king of Elis, had. a fiable intolerable, from the 
ilcnch arifing from the. dung aod filth it contained, 
which is not very furprifiog, if it be true, that it fuel­
tered three tbOufaad· o~n, : aOll .had. not been cleaned 
for thirty yea\lS. This place Euryftheus or~red Her­
~ule~ to char in one day; and Augeas, promiCed him. 
if he performed it to give him a tenth part 9f Ihe cat­
tle. Hercules, by t"rping' the COUT-feof· the riv~l" AI­
pheus through it. executed his deGgn; 'which Augells 

, feeing. refu{ed. to ftand by his engagement. The hero,. 
tG .... l:rw~rd ~s perfidy, . flew. hi~ with his arrow~z and 
lave hlS klOgdom to PhyleU$ hiS (011.' whQ ~lad the wed 
bis abhorreoce of his fa,b~r1s. treachery •. ;Some add. 
tbat. (rom. file fpoilst3ken at Elis, Htrcules inftituted 
the Olympic games of Jupiter, celtbratedeve.y fifth 
)'flU •. and wbith afterwards ga\'e . rife t() the Greciao 
~r.. , 
• 9- .Euryftheus dl firous to pr~fe~t his daughter: Ad ~ 
~elJ with rhe beh or· g'rdle worn, J>.y-Iiippol)ltll q~eell 
of the Aro:azons. Hercules was t(en-tOIJ 'hi~ elCp~dition t­
Ile. w~s but. tl.enderly p-rtvide<t, baving; 1iI.u, ;on,e, {hip·; bu. 
valour ·like his wasneyer deftil.ute of :rc/llu(fes' in dif .. 
trefs. In hi$ way he defeated and kille.d Mygdon and­
Amyc:us, two t>rothecs; whooppofe4 his paffage, and 
fubduing I:!ebrycia. ·gave it to Lycus, one ot his com­
panions. who changed iis name to Heraclea. iD me--,. 
'IIOry·qf his benefatlf)r,. 011 'h:s a'Pp'r(la~b, to Themif­
c:yra; he leaml that: the AmazOfIS lhadlloUeCted lI.n theil' 
forc~s~ ~o meet hj.n. The lid!: enga~e{llellt ~s WIlrm 
pn OO_h fides, feveral of the. b;ra,veftof .·1 here vita.g~ 
~ure killed. and !>.tben. made· prilORets. . The. vit\ol"J 
was followed by the tOlal extermination of that f~ro!lJt 
{lation, ~nd ,Hippo}"ta, their qlJ,een,. was by tbe ~Oll .. 
queror gIven to Thefeus, as a reward for his Valotll, 
~er'bfIt h9·Qroug~ to Et1ry~he"s •. ', ' . . ..: . 

,e: 
. (8) It is faid.Euryftheus ncv.er \VDUld.1'W£er. Hercules to enter 

Mycenfl. but notified his commands to him over the walls~ by Ca-
pn:aa'an.herald.,·· .": ". !' .:. ' -

...•. I '10 His 

D;g,",ed by Coogle 
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JC),;'His'fucceeding exploit was againft,Geryon, king 

of Spain~",ho had three bodies, and was 'he fOil of 
Chryfaoris and Calirrhoe. This monarch had a breed 
of oxen, of a purple colour, who devoured all ilrangers 
aft to them, and were, gua,ded by a dog with two 
heads, a dragon with feven, betides a 'very _atGhful and 
fntre _ keeper. Herc:ules killed both the monarcJJ, and 
his guards, and carried th~ oxen to Gadira~ or· Cadi~ 
{-rom whence he brought thent to, Euryftbeus. It, was 
during this expedition, that our hero, as eternal mo­
numfnts of his glory, ereaed two· pillars at Calpe and 
AhyJe, upon rhe utmoil limits of Africa and Europe. 
Some gh'e a more 1imple turn' to the whole, by faying 
Geryon was a king of Spain, wh.o governed by means 
of tbree fons famous. for valour and prudenc:e, and tbat 
Hercules having .taifed an army of mercenary troops in 
Crde'; liril overcame thcm~ and fubdued rhat,country. ' 

II. The next talk enjoined him. by Eu)'flheus, was 
to fetch him the golden apples of the Hefperid~ (9), 
which we.re guarded by ~ dragon with ito hundred huds. 
The illjunaion· was not ,ufy, ·fince Hercules was Hen 
iglilorant of the place where they' gr.ew. The nYJDpl¥ 
".f. Eridanus, whom he conrulted, advifc:d him to go to 
Prom~lheus (Il~ who g.ave him th~ infor~jo!l and 
dil'eCtjon he wanted, after which. he vanqilithed the d ... 
tp>", and brought the precious fruit to his mailer •. ' : : 

J:Z. The Ian command of Euryfiheus was for him to 
go. dowil t~ hell. aQd bling. away ·(JeJ;berus,: pauto'. 
maftiff. Hercules, having facri~ced ,to: the. gods, fn:­
tet'ed the 'infernal regions. by.a cavity: of' moullt Ta:­
narus, _ and on the. banks ·of Ache,dll found a white 
poplar-tree, of wbich he: made him i. wreilth, and the 
tree· ... as ever afferconfeuated to.bim:; pafiingthar rivCl' 
he di(coyercd Thef.:us -and Piritho.us. chained to. a· ftone­
The former he teleafed. but left: the. ¥tUer, confiDed!. 
Mznetius" Pluto's· cowherd, endeavOUring to:-,ia,o his 

. I I ., -

(9') J'Uno, 'on her m!1rria.ge witiT JUpiter, ga:ve hint' the!e tW~,. 
Much, bere golden' fn'lif a~d'were: kept 1lY'.the nymph,.iEglef) 
Arethufa, aAd WcIpcFethWa,. daughtua gf· Heiperua,-~ -_ 
called the Hefperidta. '! .". I r . 

. (r}."Qr as.,othcrs fay,·to·NtmJsj·who el.a~dh~d enfluiry~~by 
affUJDJng nn<>us 1bapes. . . . . . . I.· , 

mllfter's 
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mater's dog WI9 cruOled to death. Cerberus, for re­
fuge, fled benealh Pluto's throne, from whence the hero 
dragged h\m Ollt, and brought him upon earth by way 
of Trzzene-. At fight of the day, the .monft~r ,omited 
a poifonous matte., from whence fprung the herb aco· 
nire, or ·wolf's-bane; but being' prefented to Euryf. 
theus, he ordered him to be d;fmi1fc=d, .and fuffe-red to 
-return to· hell. . . 

It would be almoll endlefs to enumerate all the ac· 
·tions of this cdebrated hero of antiquity, and therefore 
we BlaH only touchon the principal. He delivered Cre· 
on. king of Thebes, frolll all unjuft tribute impofed 
on him' b.v 'Erginus and the Myniz, for which fenicr, 
that prince gave him his daughter Megara, by whom he 
"ad feveral (ons.;, hut Juno firiking him with frenzy, 
he (Jew· thefe childrel), and on recovering his fenfes, be. 
came fofbocked at his -cruelty, that he a blhined frolR 
.. U human fociety for fome time. In his return from 
the expedition againfi the Amazons, Laomedoa, king 
-4lf Troy, by the promife of fOlne finehorfes, engaged 
him to deliver his\daughter Hefione, expofed'to a 'aft fea 
omonfter fent by. Neprune; but when he had freed the 
princefs, the deceitful monarch retraded his word. UPOR 
.Ihis Hercules toole the tity, killt'd 1 aomedon, aAd gave 
-Helione to Telamon, who fir! lea ltd the walls (z). Af. 
ler this., be flew Tmolus and Telegonos, the (ons of 
Proceus, two celebrated wrefilers, who pm to death an 
whom dley oVertame,· He alfo killed Serpedon, fon of 
N,ptune, a notorious pyrat:. . . 
. During his African expedition, he vapquifhed Cye. 
'JIm, king ot, Their.ily, the fon of Mars and Cleobu­
lina, a range prince, . who had vowed to erca hi. fa. 
ther a' remple wirh the heads or fkulls of tile ftraogers he 
defiroyed. :.In Libya, he encountered the faltlBlIS An. 
tzus, the fOil of Earth, a giant of immcmfe ftature, 
who forced all wbom he ,met to wrefiJe with him, ami 
.10 .ftrangled them. He challenged Hercules, who Bung 
hiD,l: thrice, .nd thought each time he . had killed him; 
but· on bis ;toudt.ing the ground he renewed his «rength. 

(~) 'This prUK;efs rcdtcmcd lleI: bro~CJ: Priam",. who was af· 
teNarilsking of Troy:. . ' 

. , • Hercules 
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Hercules being apprized of tbis, held him up in the air, 
and fqueezed him in fuch a manner that he foon ex­
pired (3). In his progrefs from Libya to Egprt, Bufi. 
ris, '8 cruel prince, laid an amhnfcade to furpmiehim, 
but was himfdf, and his' fon Amphiadamus, faclificed by 
the villar on the' altars he had profaned. tn Arabia, 
he beheaded Emathion the fon of Tithonus for his want 
of hofpitality, after which, crofting mount Callcafus, 
he de1ivered Pl"ome~heus, In' Calydon, he wreftled with 
Ach~lous, for no lefs a prize than Deianira, ,daugbter 
to king Oeneus. T\le conteft was long dubIous, for 
his antagonift had the faculty of a{fuming all fbapes; 
but as he took that of a hull, Hercules tore off one of 
his horns, fo that' he was forced to rubmit, and to re· 
deem it, by giving the conqueror the horn of Amal. 
th~a, the daughter of Harrnodius; which Hercules Jilled 
with a variety of fruits, and' confe~rated to Jupiter. 
Some explain' the fable thus: Achelous is a winding 
river of Gthce, whofe ftream 'was fo (apid, that it o\'er­
Sowed the banks, roaring like a hull. Hercules for_ 
ced it into two channels; that is~ he broke off One of the 
horns, and"fo reftored prenty to the country. ) 

This hero reduc,ed the jfie of Coos, ind 'put to death 
Eurylus king of it, with' hii ~ons, on account of theN' 
injufiice ani:! cruelty ;bI1tthe prlncers Chalchiope, the 
daughter, he married, by whom he had a (on named 
Theffdlus, who gne his name to Thdfaly. He fub­
dued Pyracmos, king 'of Eubeca, who had, without a 
caufe. made war on the Bceotians. In his way to the 
Hefperides, he was oppo{ed by Albion and and Brigio, 
two giants, who put him in Jlreat hazard, his arrows 
being [pent, 'Jupiter, on hIS prayer, over:whelmfd 
t~em with a filowe,r of fiones, 'whence the pJace was 
called the fiooy field. It lies i!1 the Gallia Narboneo~ 
lis. Hercules die! great fervice in G,ul. by defiroying , 
robbers, fuppreffing tyrants aod opprefi'ors, and other 
afiions _ truly wor Ihy the charatb:r of a hero; after 
which., it is (aid he built the city Alefia, and made it 

(3) This is finely exprelfed in a double ~tiq\le /lat,ue belonging 
to the Earl of PorUinouth, at Hufuoume, m Hamplhll~. 

the 



the capi tal of the Celta!, or Gauls. He al(o opened his 
way through the Alps into Icaly, and by the cosfis of 
Liguria and Tu(cany, arrived 011 t!)e banks of the Ty­
ber, and flew the turious robber C~cus, who from his 
den on monnt Aventine infefied that country. Being, 
dt nied the rites of hofpita1ity 2 ~e kitled Theodamas the 
fath er at Hylas , but tqok the latter with him, and treat-
ed him kindly. I 

' Hercules, however intent on fame and glory, was, like' 
pther hero~s, but too fn(ceptibJe of love. We fitid It\ 
inftance of this in Omphale, ~uet:1l of Lydia, who> 
.gainfd fueh lIn afcendllOt over 111m. tbai ~e was not 
alhamc9, to affume ' a female drefs, to fpin amongft her 
women, . anCi ~ broit ' to be corfected by qer accord ing to 
her caprtce. 

Ills favourit~ wife was Deianira, before mentioned" 
311d whore jealoufy was the fatal occafion of his death, 
Tr~vflling wi\h t'qis prince(s through . .(Etolia, they had' 
oceafion to pars a river, fwelled br the fudder rains. 
;Neffu, the Cent:jur~ , QJf~red Hercules his fervice to­
carryover hIs coptor,t, who ;lccepting it, croifed ovell 

efore he~. The Tqnfier, reeirg the opportunity fa: 
.voura\>le, oifl;red viole!,ce to Deianira. u~on which her 
hufband. I from the oppafit,:: bank, pi~rce~ him with: 
one of thore dreadful arrow$, which being dipped in. 
the blood of the Lerna!an Hyd ra ,~ gave a )'I'ound incu­
rable by art. ' Nefibs expiring. gave the princeCs his. 
garment all blr.ody. as a fure remc:dy tQ recover her hur­
band, if ever he 1hoqld prove Ql1failhful. Some year 
after; Hercules having lilbdued O~chalia, fell in lov~ 
with lole, a fair captive, whom he brought to Eub~a 
~!)er~ having eretted all altar to facrifice to Jove for 
his viaory, he (.lirpatched Lycus to peianira, to carry 
her the news, and inform her of his approach. This 
princers, from the report of the mf'ffimgr.:r, fufpeCting 
her hufband's fidelity, rent hiro as a prefent the coat of 
Neflus. which he no fooner put on, but he fell into a 
deliriOlls fever, attended with the roofi excruciating 
tormeAts. Unable te fllpp<>ft his pains, he retired to 
mount Oeta, and erecting a pile of wood, to wl)ich he 
fet tire, threw himfe1f into the damts,. and was con-

. fumed. 

O'9""'dbyGoogle 
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iummed (4'. :Lyeus; ,hts unhappy friend and companion. 
io his agollY, he, firfi hurled inlo the riller Thermopolis • 
• here he betame a rock; his arro\ts 'he bequeathed to 
PhiloCletes. who buried his remaill' in the river Dyra. 
- So perifhed this great hero of antiqwty, the tert:Ol' 
of opprdT(m. the friend of'Ubert¥ and' IBankind; for 
,whofe happinefs ,t as Tully -obrenes), .he braved ,be 
gteateft dangers, and, {umounted 1M'moft .r¢u~-'toils, 
'going mrou~h the 1thole'eatthi whh!no other ,view than 
the eftablilhmg peace, _ joftice. (!oncord and freedom. 
"'!othing' ~an be added to' heigbtett'. ·clMaa. '£0,,. .. 
rJOUS as thlt. ' " -, ' " ,":,., -; , 
: 'lftrcules ,lijlreverltl cliildr~n'J' .y Dt-k"lra .hC!lhad~an 
orilydau&Dter, .ealled ~a.~a f by :Melita, ... be ,~a.e 
'lier name to the ille 10£ Malta; he ha'tf.H,hls, Aft.r; '11. 
d~s. and Scythes- b~ 1Ons,. who' are" (aid. to ha¥e'left 
t~ir 'appeJlatiol)' ,10 -Afrlc.~ Lyttia -and' Scythill t beficft8 
which, . he is hilt h) have - had fif~! fons dby the- filly 
daughters of· Tbefttus.1 -·Howe¥eI', . bilt, ·oItspribg· "'e 
fo numerous. that !lbove ·thhtt. ~ Iris, d.ndams. bote 
liis _ name, whore, allians! I b!eing aD ~ a~tribBNd lie: bim. 
p~uee th~'c~faflOhwe fil)d in:bi. 'hiftory: ; " • 

Euiyfibeus,·'.(ter 'is de/ubi lwas fo afraid' W ·there 
· Her,aclidle,' that- bY" liiS':iII ufagf: he ~rCed:ther& !to'fIy eo 
-Alhens~ 'and then 'fe~ lan "c1'D;batry to -that olty-lb '4eU".r 
· them up. with menaces Of· a war in eo' ,of refufat. 
JoJalls, the friend of Hercules, whO' w .. -then :in. -the 
fhadu,' was focon~med for his ,mafter's J»ofterlty,that 

,he' got leave from Pluto-to return to earth, and ,kill tHe 
tyrant. after which lie Willingly returned to Ilell. ' " 
- -Hercules, whi> -Wi9 alro ~alled Aileides, waf, .fter his 
death, by his father' Jupiter deified; ."d 'wiih. 'gt~t 

· folemnity married 10 'fIebe his ".If fifter, tbe godders 
of youth. At firfi facrifices were only offered to him 
ns a hero; but Pha!flills coming into Sycionill altered 
that meth(\d. B,)th the Greeks and Romaos honoured 
}tim as t god, -and ereaed temples to- him, -in that qua-

(+) There is at Wilt~n, the feat of the Earl ot: Pembroke, a~idft 
JI multitude of other valuable curiolities, a final! marble ltatue ot 
Lycus, fuppoJ'ting the d):ing Uen:ules, of inimitable worklllan/JIip, 
in whi,h the chillel a~peal"s to be infini~e1 y tu_peri~l' t~ the pencil. 

lit?--
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lity. His vitlims were bulls or lambs, on ac~ount of hii 
prc:ferving the flocks fr9m wolves, i. e; delivering men 
.froID tyrants aDd . robbers. He ... 5 -called alfo Melius, 
from his taking. the Hefperian fruit. for which reafon 
apples were .fed (5) in hi, faC!rifices. Mehlrcule~ or 

·by tlercules. was, amongll. the' Romaos,.an oath only 
· \lIed by the men • 
• ' Many pelfoRS were. {olld ~ ~tfotning this c:elebrated 
• name. Hcnco Diodor.us ·nckons. up three; Cicero fix..; 
.others to the number of fOlly-three. But the Greeks 
.• (cribed to the ·The\lanHercules the aCtions of all. the 
·refl. But the foundation of all was laid in the Phami. 
lciab .r Egyptian Hercules I for tb~ Eg1p~ians did not 
~ ),orr~th~ 1I.~e from tJ!eGrllci,na,. but ratber the 
GreCiaDS, efpeflally ·tbore whq lave It t9 the fon. of 

: AmphilrYOII.i {rPIli ,he EgYfol,ians .. principally, becaufe 
• Amphiuyon and Nemen.. tbe. Parqnts of the Grecian 
·.~ercllics. were botil o{ EgyptilUl dlkent (6'). The 
~I...,e tOG/! is.,o£.Phcuic:ian. cxtr:aaioQ. '7',:a name given 
"0 the. direoyere~ af 11tw co\1ntries. and the planters of 
· colo~s . dtere; wb~ .f'eq,c~IIy.,. Ugnalized themfelycs 
110 Iefs by civili~inl; the- lnbaqitants and. freeing. them 

·(rolD MeI.wild beafts ,that infefted them., than by. the 
· cOOlraerc,"whidl the), eftablifbed i; which no doubt was 
the (ourclI ofantie.&ll heroif~ and war (8) •. And how· 
ever the PhQQici.an- IlJld. Egyptian hero. of this name 

,.ma, ha,e .bten. dift~g~fbt~ by a.multitude o~ authors; 
·1 am full), per-flladed, after the 810ft diligeni: enquiry, 
: tha~ th~y were . weteed. one and the fame. perron: Of 
whofehi./lory let ~s take a fhorl review •.. 

, About the year of the world H31., the perron diftin. 
:.t:iihed by tb~ name of Hercules.' AJIis (9) Cuccecde.d 

,. anias as king of Lowe~ Egypll.be~g the lall of the 
),C[(>5, or {hephe.rd.killgs 'rom Canaan ; who had 

· held. the .COl,lfltry .. aS9 }cars. He continued the war wida 
· the. killgs of Upper Egypt +9 years. and then b), agree-

(g From, fA">'oc an apple. 

161 Herodotus in E\lterpo,' 
7 Harokel, a merchant. 
S B:mier's Mytholo • vol. ,.. p. 7'" 
9 Mis the valiant; fa tbat Hercules Ams is the heroic mer. 

cban~. 
ment 
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ment withdrew, with his (ubjeth. to the number of 
240,000. I n his retreat he.is raid to have founded firft 
the city 'Of :Jerufalem / I); and afterwards, that of Tyre, 
where he was called MeJcarlhus (2). From Eaypt he 
brought ,the computation of '36S days to the year. and' 
{rttled it 'in bis own kingdom. where it continued mlny 
~es. In his voyages he vifited Africa, where he con­
quered Antzus, ftaly. France, Spain as far as Cadiz, 
where he flew Geryon; and proceeded thence, even to' 
the Britilh iOands; fetding colonies and. raifing fillars 
wherever he came, as the ftanding monuments 0 him­
felf, and of the 'patriarcbal religion which he planted; 
for pillars placed on eminencies in circular order, were 
the temples of thore early times, and as yet we find no 
footftepsof idolatry, either in Egypt or PhOllnicia.' 
To his arrival inthefe iOands (and not in Liguria) mu&: 
be applied whatever is related of his encounter with 
Albion and Bergion, and of his being Iffilled, when, his 
weapons were fpent, by a Ibower of ftones from hea­
.en. Albion is the name given afterwards to this coun­
try; and by the miraculous Ihowe, of Ranes no more 
is intended, than that the inhabitants Wfre at laft' re­
c:ionciled to him on account of the divine religion which 
he taught, and ·the great ni",.ber of thefe open temple. 
of ftone eretled by him. He is faid to hue been at-: 
tended by Apher, tbe grandIC)!) of Abraham, whore' 
daughter he married, and by whom he had a fen named 
Dodorus (3)' To him the PhOllnicians were indebted­
for the gainful trade of tin, which gaye name to thefe 
iOands (4)' He found out alfo the purple dye, and 
(cerns to have beEn the firll who applied the loadftone to 
the purpofes of navigation, thence called Lapis Hera­
clius. He is fuppofed to have been drowned at laft; 
and became afrerwards one of the firft objeas of idola-· 
try amongft his countrymen. The folemnitic. were 
performed t~ him in the night, as 10 one, who after'a11 

tl)' Manetho apnd Jotephum, J. J. contra Apion. . 
:a) Or king 9f the city, from Melek, king, and Cartha, city. 
3\ Jofephlls, fromPolyl)iftor :lnd Cledemus. Idem in Antiq. 'I. J. 

ShlDdler's Lexicon. See Stukel)"s Almry and Stonehel!ge; and 
Cookl"'s .Enq~i'l into the Patrtarchal Religion. . , 

(4) Bntannll IS from Barat-anac, the lani! of bo. . '. 

hi' 
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bis grelt fatiglMs and labours, 'had at, length gained a 
time and place: of celt. Manetho Cjllls him Ardes • 
. Hercules is ufually depitled in a fianding attituc!e. 

haYing the 1kin. of t.he Nemzan lioll thrown over his 
fboltl<\us, and leaning on his dU.h. .which is his infe­
parable atuibut~. ,The judgment of. this hero,or hi~ 
preference of Vir,t&¥to Vice., who bott:a (olicit him to 
e.mbrace ,their party, makc;s one of the fineft piaures of 
antiquity. ,The choice he made did no dilhonour to his 
memory. . . 

It may not be amifs to add the explanation of the 
f.ble ;of the, Hefperides, as ginn by ·a lat~ ingeniqus 
auther,'(S)" .nll whic~ foffici!:ntly. Olewli how.the moil 
importiel1t . ami ufeflll, truths. repr.ef~nted, 'ul,lder tho· 
plainefi fY'mbols •. beca~ dirguif~d ~r d~sfigured by error ' 
~<l fiaioR. l'Qe Phamicians were, the. firfi navigators 
in Ute world, and tbeir trade te) Hefperia and S!pain, wU' 
0IiI.e of the. nohleft branches of their commerce. From 
hence they brought Qack .. e~qui/ite winE~, rich ore ·of 
g.old IIiCIQ 61ver, and that fioe W091 to which they gave fo. 
preci0us, III pur:ple «lye. . From th~ ~fi of Mapri­
tania they. dnw the Iteftcqr~. an4, by the way of fh~, 
Red Sea, they, excllanged KoOa ~are "nd tools of [maUl 
.. lve. tor. ivory, ebony. and gold dull:. B!lt, as the, 
v.oyage was long, the .a"cbenturef6 were obliged ~o afi"o., 
mate .and gft thc:ir cargoes ready iIol ~inte[, fo as to fet 
Out early ib fpring. The public fign, expoied on thefe 
QCcafloDS. was a b'ce with· golden fruit, to denote 'the 

,riebe. -arKIng frGm this commerce. , The dragon whil;h 
guard~d the'~, {jgflifi~, the . dIlPA~ .a:"d difficulty 'of­
the ,,"oyage. - 'Fht.c,apdcQrn, '.or (om.t!times 00e horn 
placed. at' the rbOt, expre1fed tpe month or feafoll; and 
tfle three montha o( "inter, dllling which .they pre­
pared: for the elOpedition., -were reprefented by three. 
nymphs, who were fhppofed to be' proprietors of tb~ 
tr'ee, and had the name of Hefperides (6); which fully: 
fhewed -the meaning ,of fhit .emblematicaf groupe. from.. 
wh~nce the Greeks; lmiilakiog. lts, de(i~D, and ure, COIQ_ 
pored ,the 'romtnee'of the H'eCperian :gardens. 

- . ' 1 : j J.. . 

(5) La Pluche's hill:oryof the heav~n$, vol. 11. IS0" 
(6) From Efpef, tlie good lhare or beft lot. See; 2. Smuel vi. 19' 
~. ..;, 

C HAP. 
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C HAP. XLV. 

Of HIBE and GA1¢YMIlDI. 

H E B E, the godddelS of youth, was according to 
Homer, the daughter of Jupiter and Juno. But 

the generality of writers relate her birth thus: Juno 
being invited to a,n entertainment by Apollo, eat very 
eagerly fome wild lettuces, upon which fhe conceived, 
and inRantly brought forth this goddc:fs. Jove was fa 
plea fed with· her beauty, that he made her his cup­
bearer, in the difcharge of which office fhe always ap-

,peared crowned with flowers. Unluckily at'a fefij~l 
of the gods in Ethiopi~; Hebe being in waiting. mpprd 
ber foot, and got fa 'indecent a fall, that Jupiter was 
ohliged to remove' her· from her ufual attendance. ' To 
repair this c\.ifgrace.' as well as the lofs of her po It, 
Jupiter, upon Hercules being advanced to ~he fkies, 
marriea him to Hebe, and their nuptials were cekbrated 
with all the pomp becoming a celellial wedding. By 
thj<; \Inion file had a fon named Anjcetus, and a daugh~ 
'ter called Alexiare. , 

Hebe wiiS held in high veneration amongfi: the Sicyo. 
n.ians. who ere8ed a temple to 'her by the name of Dia. 
She had another at Corinth, which was a fanauary for 
fugitives; and the Athenians cOllfecrated an altar in COI11-
'mOD to her and Hercules. 

Gan):n,ede, who fucceeded to her office, w~s the fon of 
Tros, king of Phrygia or Troy, and a prl~CI= of fuel) 
wl(dom anCf perfo.nal ~a\lt.y, .that Jupiter, ~y the advice 
of the gods, refolved to renlove, him (rom earth to the 
1kit:S., The e~gl~ difpstc~ed, on this com':1liffion, found 
him jult leaving his flock of {beep, to hunt on mount Ida, 
And feizing him in his talons. brought him unhu~t to Ihe 
heavens, where he entered on his new office of filling 
net\ar to Jupiter; though others fay, h~'was tur~~ ipto 
that conltdlat!on~ or fign' of the Zodiac, whic~ &.o~~EY 
Ibellame'of Aquarius (7T. ,.,,' , 

r • . , .; 

(7) The ,winter being ~tte¥ed .with ~eql,lent ,r~n~ it is nut 
imlJrebabL! that Ganyme()c ih'Ould be the.flgO .(\quarws. . 

The 
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ThE my:~~~:ogifb E:ake H:be th:: mild ,Em-

perature o~ tte air, whic~: aWaEt~: thE trees, 

C~:~:~s:, ;an~: fl~:~~~s: ~~:recloath~s t~:::::rth in vegetable 
peryE::Eal yo::th. wh:::: fhe or go~~d' i~! 
when the flowers fade, and the autumnal leaves drop, 
Gaodorede, the :tinter ::okos he: place. 

A XLVI. 

Of CASTOll and POLL UX. 

Vir:~~!~\iS amour~:t~ :~:d~:[i~~ ~it!:~r~;~d:~~~: 
. king ~of Sparta. in the form of a [wan, on which account 

t~0~~~~te10urlh t:~::~g::::;:!~~ ~~!:!;:~j~~l~~r~:: t~: 
that i~pregna!ed by Jupiter I?roceeded Pol1~x:,~nd Helena, 
both :mmo:t:::; fr:::: the :::R::r am: uytf'mgdl:ra, 
wh:: hfting by wens hoth mortal. dhey 
went. however. all by the common name of Tyndaridre, 
and w::re b:::m and ::duca:::d io Panhnus: an ifiand be;,. 
lonh1nh to:±czd::n:::n, thn: Meffini::ns hifputed 
this honour with the Spartans. The two brothers, how­
ever ~ differing tin . t~e!~ nat:ure, a~d te~per: ( ~). had ~n­
terer: H:IO :nVlOE::nEe fr::::::frIlP: ::hlch :::Lted hfe: 
Jove foon aftEr fent Mercury to remove them to heHene~ 
for t~eir furt~er imp~~vement. ~ A~ ~afol1 was then 
prep:rmg hiS t~:p:::dJllog :0 C::IHus. In Inarch thn 
goldnn fleecn, nnd th: nobl:H douth5 Grnn:: cro:::!nd tn 
bec?m~ a~venturers with him, o~r two brothers o~ered 

~~::;~~:rv;~~~hyan:r ::!eir bl:t:un~!H~heobl~~~r;H ::::~ten 
on the COIlf!: of Babrycia, Amycus, fon of Neptune, king 
of that cOllntr:!. challenged all the Argonauts to box with 
him Poilu:: the n::d kiHEP him: 

(il) Th~'a~i:~Ti~~~jff f'7;;~r: fmpo~~~::~:f ;odt::: 
Plignis: qllQt aipilum vi-wnt totidtm jludiorum 

-miliia. Hont. 
aftez 

r~ I~ 
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retum frQID Colchis, ~he two brothert 

ia clt'a g the (t as of Greece from 
in the muft time, had fiolen their 
rel-OV~r whom, tnty took Athf'ns by 
all the inhabitants, exctpt 1£thra. 

Inj'tlf~.~~I.~·TJ.:l1~li;lls, ~bol1'l they carried aw.y captjve. 
t'~~ca~ th~ obta;ned the title of Diofcuri 
~ plunged them in the fame error they 

punifh in tbe perron of Thefem. Leu. 
A fmoe had two ~alltiful daughters . calltd 

and Tal.yra. Thefe virgin~ were conlraB: .. d to 
ahd Ida, the fons of Aphareus . The two 

1IIIto_w.r~_ thout regard to thefe engagelt\ents, c arried 
bY fo'rce. Their lovers flew to their relief, 

t rilvilhers witb their prize near mOllnt Tay­
(mart corfiia enfued, in which Caftor was 

in -return, .fe1l by the hands of 
immorral brother bad been wOlilldt d hy 

had nnt {huck him with his thunder. 
~,,~mr.l..was (" tOllched with his lors, that he 
1fJ'I!ItI!!ed of this deity .to make Cafror immort.;J ; 

f\ being impoffible to grant, he obt ained 
his own immortality with his brother; fo 

,bey e id to Jive and die alternately every d<iY 
T~ .... ere buried in the country of Laced:emoh. 

fiNot, years after thfir deceale tranfiated fO the ikil:S, 
th form a conftellation called Gemini, ,ene of 

~gn'l lie Zodiac) one of which flus rifts as the 
(etl, ~ dance of the martial kind was invented 

honour, called the Pyrhic or Caftorean ddnce. 
and Pollux were dteem~d as ut iries propitious 

. Yllulrtc.n: the reafoll was this: when the Argonauts 
Sigleum (z), they were overtaken with 

uring which Orpheus offered vows for the 
fbi!>; immediately two lambent flames 

IhilVelred over the heads of C afi or and Pollux, 
was fucceeded with fo great '3 calm, 

.~~ij)ns of Jupittt. 
al1ud e1' 10 t~ i . ; 

frl1trem Pollux alterna morU rtdemit 
-- [tgue reditgut 'fJiam. VIRG.1Eneid vr. 

This cape lits near Troy. 
H as 

D;g;(;,od by Coogle 
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~s gave the crew a notion of their divinity. In fu~· 
cd:ding times th'tfe fires, often feen by the marint r~, 
were always taken as a good or favourable omen. Whtn 
(llle was Iten alolle. it was reckoned to forebede: fume 
t;Vi}~ and was called Helena (3)' 

1 he Chephalellfts (or illhabitants of, Cephal('tlia) 
placed thefe two deities amongft the DB Magni. The 
",it\ims offered thtm were white lambs. The Romans 
paid them particular honours for their affifiance in 8n 
~ngagement with the Latins, in which they apvtared 
on their Cade, Inounted on white horus, and tUI fled the 
kale of vit\ory in their favour. For this a ttrople was 
eretled to them in the Forum. Amon!>ft the Romam, 
.JEcafior was an oatb peculiar to the women, but Ede­
por was ufed indifcriminately by both fexes. 

Cafior and Pollux were reprefenled as two beautiful 
. youths, completely armed and riding on white borfe~, 

with ftars over their helmets. Thefe deities were UII­

tnown to the Egyptians or Phoenicians. 

C HAP. XLVU. 

Of PEtlSEVS and BELLEROPHON. 

T HIS hero was the fon of Jupiter and Danae. 
whore amour has been already mentioned, and is 

inimitably defcribed by Horace (4)' Acrifius ber fa­
ther, on hearing of his daughter's difgrace, caufed her 
and the infant to be Ihut up in a' cheft and caft infO tbe 
fea, which threw them on the iDe of Seriphtls, governed 
by king PoJydet\es, whofe brother Ditlys being a fifh­
ing took them up, and ufed them kindly. ·When Per­
feus, for fo he was called, was grown tip. PolydiCtt's. 
who was enamoured of his mother, finding he ,",'Ould 
be an obflac1e to tbeir courtlhip, contrived to fend him 
on an exploit he judged would be fatal to him: tMs was 
to bring him the head of Medufa. one of the Gorgons. 
Thi.~ inchantrefs lived near the Tritonian lake. and 
tur~d all who beheld her i~to a fione. Perfeus in this 

(3) The firft. Helena carried off by Thefeus. 
{+} HOiat. Lib. III. Ode XVI.. . 

~xpedidon 
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expedition was favoured by the gods j Mercury equipped 
him with a fcymeter. and th~ wings from his heels; 
Pallas lent him a Ihidd, which nfletled objetls like a 
mirror; a"d Pluto granted him hi~ helmet. which g.lYe 
him the privilege of being invifible. In this manner he 
flew to Tartefi'es in Sp'dn, where. dire~tc:d by his mir­
ror. he (!ut off Medura's head and eutting it in a bag 
lent him by the nymphs. broll¥ht It to PaIlas-. From 
the blood arof~ the wmged horle Pegafilt, IKId all forlS 
of ferpents. After this the hero paffed into Mauritania, 
where his interview with Atlas has been already fpok.eR 
of under its proper article (5)' . 

In his return to Greece {olhers Jay, at his iiI n feltin, 
out) he vifired Ethiopia. and, mounttd on Pegafu~. 
delivered Androme.da. daughter Qf Cephus. king of that_. 
country. who was fxpofr:d 10 a fea monfi~r. After .hi, 
dea' h this princefs, and her mOlher Calliope. or Car~ 
.fiopds, wtre placed amol1&fr the edellial . c:ooft,lla. 
tions. 

Perfeu~ was not only famous for' arms, but literature, 
if it be true that he founded an academy on mount H~. 
licon. YeT he had the misfortune inadvertently to com­
mit the crime of parricide; for being reconciled'tn bis 
grandfather Acrifius, anc1 playing with him at the difcIIs 
or quoits, a game he had invented, his quoit bruifed 
the old king in the foot. whiCh turned to a mor,ifica­
tion. and carried him off. Ptrfeus interred him~ with 
great folemnity, at the gates' of Argos. Perfells hi'rnlc'lf 
was buried in the way between Argos and Mycen~. 
had divine honours decreed him, and was placed aillong'i: 
the frars. 

Belleropbon, the fon of Glaucus, king of Elihyra, 
And grandfon' of Sifyphus, )was born at Curinth Hap­
pening accidentally to kill his brother, he fled to Prre­
tUS, king of Argos, who gave him a hofpitab1.e recep­
tion; but Stheno!l~a his queen, falling enamoured with. 
'he be~utiful ~ranger,. whom no intr~aties co.Uld prevai\ 
on to IOJdre tiIs bfllefaf\or, accufed 111m to her hutband, 
who ulIl'lil.li~g to, ta1c.,e viqlent ,1lleafur.es, fCllt hilll .into 

., 'I,: . 

(5) ~~e the article of Atla~ •. ' 
. H a Lycia, 

0;9,1,,,d by Coogle 
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Lyeia, with letters to Jobate!, his father-in law (6" 
defiring him to punilh the cnme. This prince, at the 
receipt of the orot'r, was ·celebrating a lellivel of nine 
d,ys, which prevented Bellerophon's fate~ In the mean 
time he rent ·him to fubdue the SoJymi and Amato!!$, 
which· he performed witb fuecefs. Jobates next em· 
ployed him to deft roy the chimzra (i>, a velY un­
commo,," .monfter. MInerva, or, as 0 hers fay, Nep­
tune, compaffionating his innocence expored to {uch 
repeated dangers. furnilht:d him with the horfe Pegafus. 
by whofe help he came off vitlorious. Jobate~, on his 
return. convineed of his truth 3nd integrity, and charmed 
with his virtues, gave him his dauglltfr Philonoe. and 
.trociated him in his throne. Sthenobza hearing how 
her malaee was difappoint(d, put an end to her life. 
But, lik.e other princes. Bellerophon grew foolilh with 
too much prorptrity, and by the aflifiance of Pegarus, 
refolved to afcend the fides: Jupiter to check his pre. 
fumption. flruck him blind in the flight, and he fell 
back to the earth. where he wandered till his deatb in 
mifery and contempt. Pegarus, however. made a Ihift 
to get ioto beavtn, where jupit~r placed him arnongft 
the conftellations. 

Let us OGee metre tty tG give f~me explanation of 
thefe two fables. The lubjefls of Cyrus, who before 
tbis time bad been known by the name of Cuthzans 
and Elamites, henceforward began to be diftinguifued 
by that of the PerGans (81 or horfemen. For it was he 
who filt inured them to eq4.lefirian exercifes, aoo even 
made it lCandalous for one of them to be feen on foot. 
Perfe" or Perfeus., then is a hor{e~all, ooe who had 
learned the art or borfemanfbip from the Phg:nicians, 
1\'ho attended Cadmus into Greece. The wings at his 
heels, with which he is faid to have been filpplied by 
Mercury, wen-1:he (purs he wore; by tbe afliltanc::e of 
which be made filch fpeed. The PegafDs was no more 
tnaD • reined Reed. (9). His rider~ BeUer~phon, is the 

(6) Kinginhilhiftory makes jobates hisfon.in-Ia,,,. 
(7) The chim:era was 1l monlfer with the for~part like a 

the middle like a goat, and the tail like a ferpellt. ... . 
(~) Perlim, horfemen. 
(9) From Pegal a bridle. and'Sus. a hone. 

lion., 

captain 
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captain of the archers or lanc .. men (I) The cbimzra~ 
haYing the form of a lioll before, of a. dragon behind. 
and a goat between, is but the innocent rcprerenlative 
of three captains of the Sol)'mi, (a colony of the Pha:. 
nicians in Pitidia) whofe names, in the language of that 
peoplt'» happened.- to fignify thde three creatures 0(%1. 
And the very place in the counlry of the Argives. where 
Belleropholl mou.Dled his barre and fet furward, the 
Greeks called Kenthippe 131. From ftlch trifting 
grounds the induflrioul Greeks, according to their cur..: 
tom, wove this "'~nderous tale. . 

C HAP. XLVIIJ;. 

or JASOll and the GOI..D'u:, FUBCI. 

T HIS lntieot Greek hero .as the fon of 1£fon. 
king of Theffal, and Alcimede; and by the fa. 

ther-s (rde allied to 1£olua. Pelias his unc:te, who was 
left his guardian foughr' to delroy him i but he' was 
conveyed by his f:theros friends to a cne, where Chiron, 
iilftruttcd him in ph'yfi'c i . whence he took Jhe name ef 
Jafon (4). Arriving' at year. ot maturityo 'M retumfd 
to his. uncle, who, probably wnh no favourable inten. 
tion to him, firfl infpired him with the nOlion of the 
Colcbian expedition, and agreeably flattered his ambi. 
tion· with the tlcw of ro tempting a prize as the Golde~, 
heft. 

'Athamas. •. king of Thebes, by . b~ fir{\ wife bad Helle 
and PhrixU!. Ino, b~ fecend, fell .iR love with Phrixus. 
ber (oa.;io.law I but being rtjefled in ber advances, Ole 
teok. the 0ppllrtunity ef a great (aoline to indulge Mr 
revepge, by perfuading her hulliand, that the gods could. 
not be appeared tin he filcri6ced his fon and daughter. 
But as they flood at the altar. Nephele, their mother. 

(I) From Bal, a lord 01' captain, and Harevin, 'archers'or lance-
meD. . 

(70) Am a lion; Trohan, a dragon; and Aul or Uriil, a kid. 
(3) From , ... ",ll>l to ftimulate or rpur, and %" ... , an horre. 

Se.e Bochart's Hierozoicon, 1. 70. e. 6. p. 9~' . . 
(+) Or Healer, his ionner name being Diomede. 
. H 1 (S), invi&,.-
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(~). invifibly carried them off. giving them a golden 
ram fhe had got from Mercury, to bear them througb 
the air: however. in pdling the Streights' betw(cn Afta 
and Europe.>. Helle fell into the fea, wbich from th~nce 
was called HelleCpont Phrixus continued his cGurfe to 
~olchls. where £ra, king of the country, entertained 
~im hofpitably: after which he offered up his ram to 
Jllpiter (6). and confecrated the 1kin or, hide in the 
grove of Mars. It was calltel the- Golden Fleece from 
its colour (7), and guarded by bulls breathing file, and 
a watch'ul crragon that' never nept, as p1edae of the 
atmofi importance.' ' . 

Jafo,.. boiAg.Ge~trmiDed on the· voyage, built a vrile1-
at lolchOJ, in The1l"a1y, for the eXJledition (8). The 
tame of his defig.n : lOOn drew tf\~. bra\lefi: and mofi dif. 
linguifhed youth of Greece to become adyentQrers with 
him, though autbor; are not agreed'as td. thc'namts or 
nllPlber of tRe Argonauts, for fo thtywere cal~ ttl., 
The firll) place which Jaron totiched at' wa's the ide of 
¥mnos. where he continued fome time, with Hipfap1le 
the queen, who bore him twins. He neJ.t vifited Phi­
Ileus, kint· of Paphlaionia, trom whodl, 'as he h~d t~e : 
tift of propl}fcl. he received fqme lnformatio~lS, of ,fer- , 

. yice to him In< his' enterprize.' 'After, this».fafdY pafling' 
tbe Cyaneah 'rock~' (I), ,he entered thci'Euxii¥ •. and' 
landing on the banks of the Phafis, repaire~ to the 
court of king £ta, and demanded the Golden Fleece. 
The iuonarcn granted his requell, provided he could 
Clvercome the difficulties which lay in his way (zl" .• nd 

1~1 N~ph~e, in dreek lignifies a c1~ud: ' ,I:,' 
· 6 Wllo placed it aIY16ngll the conftell~tlons. ",' , 

1 Some,make,tbe fteece of a purple c:oleur. othetiI whitel 
· It Arg~" famOUJ Ihipwright was the builder, whenc:e.fho:was 

caI,dArgo., . 
(9) Some m,ke the nu-ciber forry-nine. others more. The 

principal were Anc:eus, Idmon, Orpheus, Augias, Calai~, Zethtls~ 
Callar, Pollll'lt I Tiphys was their pilot. <and Lynceus. remarkable 

. for hill quiclt fightl their look-out in cafe of danger. It is (aid 
Hc:r'1I1es was with them. ' , 

· (1) Cyanean rodes, called< the Symplegades i were fo called be. 
nufe thCy:Boat.ed and of en c:rufhed Ihips t;,gether:. The Argonauts 
rfd,ped this danger bI fending out a pigeoll. and lying -by till 
they faw her ltv tlirough. • 

(:r.) Such M killing th~ bruen.footed bulla and the dragon. 
tvhicb 
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whic~ appeared not ealily furmounlahle. Jafon wa$­
more obhg5d to love than valour for his conqueft. 
M~d.:a, daughter to lEta, by her enchantments laid the 
dragon aqeep. taught hi,n to fubdue the bulls. and fo 
by night,l)e cnried of the prize,' taking with him the 
plincer~. to whofe aid he was chie£ly indebted for iUs 
fucrefs (3)' ' , 

1Et~. enrag~d at the tric~ put upon him, purfued the­
fugitives; and it is faid. that.· to elude his fury •.. Mede", 
tore ill pieces her younger brother Abfyrtes, and fca~ 
tered the limbs in his way, to {lop' his progrefs (4). 
After tllis. Jafon returnrd fafely to Greec:.:, and faoa 
h'ard that Pe1ias bad deftroyed all, his frieads~;and mad. 
himfelf mafter of the kingdom. To revengti this aaio.'!l 
M~ea. fails home befor~ him, . and introtludng. herftJt" 
to th~ daughters pf Pc:lias, under "the chan$er9f .• 
pPieftefs of DialJa, fh~wed tbem ~veral furpr.izing in­
fiances' of her magical power. . She propofed makine 
their fatller young again. and to CODvince them ,of the 
poffibi~ity of it. f1te cut an old ram in pieClest ud 
feething it in !l c:aukJron_ produced a youag lamb. Thtt 
daughters ferving, P~lil5 in the' fame. man~er killed hila 
(S)~ and fled the country. , Jafon bavlng u.otite,of th!s,. 
arrived in Theffaly, and tookpoffeffion of tht king~om; 
but afterwards be, gel1~rouay refioted it to Acaftus, faa 
of Pelias, whQ had accompanied bim in the Cokhiaa 
expt-dition, and with Medea went and fettJed at Co,­
rinth. . ,1 

He~e_ Jaro~ finding .. himfelf .cenf':lred fc!~ ~oha~i!j~g 
·wifh a (oreerers and a ffranger, qUItted ner, and mar­
ried ere .. fa, daughter to Creoo, king of the country. 
Medea feel]lingly approve,d the in~rch. but medilated It 
revere rCYenge. She firl1: privately killed the two ehil. 
dren the had by him, and then fent the .bride a prefew,t 
of a rot.e and a gold crown tinged in naptha. wbiCt. 

(1) Ovid, Lib. VII. r-S9--' c· 1'. . 
( ... ) Others ray that lEta. to obftrua: the;r return, f)ationed a 

fleet at the mouth of tl}e EUlSiQe feas, and' Co obliged Jafon tD 
come home by the well: of' Europe. ' 

(5) Some authors relate ~he Il:ory differently. and f,ay that this­
tXpeT~ment was t1:ie<t by_ Medea OD }Eroo, JaCoo'S father. See 
Ovid U1 the I?la" Qtcd.. ' 

. LI t fet. 
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let fire to her and the wbole palace. The enehantrm 
then abnding her car (6), drawn by dragons, duped 
through the air to Athens, where {he married king 
£Beus, by whom {he had a fon named Medu.. Bur 
attempting'to poifon Thefeus his. eldeft iOn, and the 
tlefign being re.eal~d, fhe with ber fon Medu. Sed to 
Afia, where he left his Dame to Media (7). 

Jafon bad fe\'eral temples eretted to him, particularly 
ene at Athen$, by Parmenio, of poJilJled marble. The 
place where he was tbieS, worOiipped was at AMera in 
Thrace. 
, If we leek for the real truth of· the Arlonautic cxpt­
lRtion, we fhaU find it to be this: the value of the royal 
'reaf.:." at Oolcbis had been greatly cried up; and the 
pillage of it' was the thing aiMed at by the Argonautit 
·uptCfitioo. The word Gaza, in the Colebian lan­
luage, (the fame, according to Herodotus, 'With the 
I:gyptiaa) rtgnifies a fleece as wen as a treafure. This 
laye occafion to the c:ircumftance of the Golden Fleece. 
The word Sor is alfo a wall and a buU j N achaOt, brafs 
aDd a ferpent. So this treafure being fecured by a 
double wall and brafs doo.rs, they fonned hence the 
romantic: ftory of its being a Golden Fleece. guarded 
by two bulls and a draeon {8J. The muiner's compafs 
is fuppofed (9' to haYe made apart of this treafure (and, 
if fo, this was of itfelf a c:uriofity of infinite value) j 
.hence the 1bips of Phrixu, and Jafon, which carried 
it, are faid to have been oracular, and to have giyen 
,eJj>onfes. 

C HAP. XLIX. 
,; 

Of TH&5BVS and ACHILLES. 'w, IT H there two great men, we ihall dofe the 
" : .1i0: of tlemi-gods or· heroes. 

Thefeus was fon to lEgeus.king of Athens and 
lErhra. In his youth he had an ,eariy paffion for glory. 

(6~ Given her by Pha:bul, or the Sun. 
7 A re ion of Perfia. ~8 Boc:~art in Phaleg. I. 4- e. 31. p. d9. 

(9; Stukel,.. Stonehenge. 

aDd 
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andpropofed Hercules for his model. Sciron, a noto • 
.. ious robber, who infefted the roads between Megar. 
and Corinth, was by him thrown down a precipice, as 
he was ·accullomed to treat fuch as fell into his hands. 
Proc:ruftes, a famolls tyrant ~f Attica, he faftened to a 
bended pine, .hich being loofed, tore him afunder (I). 

His firft diftinguilhing adventure. was the deftru&ion 
of the Cretan minotaur. Minos, kiog of that ifiand. 
had made war on lEge us, beeaufe the Athenians had. 
bafell killtd his (on, for carrying a~ay the prise from 

'them. Being vitlorious, he impofc;d this fevere condi­
tion on the vanquifbed. that they ShoUld aonually ferid 
feven of 'their nobleft you'hs, chofen by lot, into Crete .. 
-to be devoured by the minotaur (2). The fOllrtb year 
of this tribute, the choice ft.Jl on Thefeust foo' te;. 
...Egeus, or, as others fay, he intreated to be feat him­
felf. However: this be. on the arrival of Thefeus at the 

'c:ourt of Minos.' Ariadne his daughter fell deeply in 
10ye with him, and gave him a clue, "by which he got 
out of the labyrinth.· This done, he failed with his 
fair deliverer for the ifle of Nuos, where he Imgrate­
fully Jeft her (3), and where Bacchus found her,. anll 
took her for his Pliftrefs. 

The return of Thefeut. through bis own oeglea,. 
became fatal to his fatber. The good king at his de­
parture had charged him, as he fa.Jed out with black 
fails, to return witb th~ (elme in ea(: he mifearried • 
.,ther.ife to change them to white. Impatiently he: 
every day went .to the top of a rock that everlooked the 
.,cean •. to fee what fbips appeared in view. At l~ft his 
foo's vefi"el is. difcovered, but with the (lible omens he 

- dreaded; '(o·that thrOllgh defpair. he threw himfelf in~ 

(I) He was a tynnt of Attica .. who feized aU ftrangers, and mea­
f"uredthein by his bed i if they were too long for it, he cut them !hor­
ter; if too ffiort, he ltfttched them till they died. 

(s) Pafiplue, wife to Minos king of Crete, and claugbter ofth. 
Su~ illftiBaledbl'Venu-. CC)JIceivi'd a brutal ~aflion for a bull. 
To gratity her, D;edalu! contrived an anificlal cow, in which 
placing be" file bael ·her delire. The fruit of thi' beaftial amltllr 
_as the minotaur, who was kep.t in a labyrinth made by th.rame. 
X>edalus, and fed with flurnan ftelh. 

h) For thi, fto'1 fee tlle .nide of Bacclw •• 
H 5 the 
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tbe fea, ,wNch ruu retains hi. name (.,. The Atit& 
niam decreed ..Egeu. di.~ne honGurs, and facrificed to 
bim as a marine deity, the adopted fon'of Neptune. 

Thekus performed Ifter this fevera! confiderable Ie· 
tions ; he 'killed tbe minotlur; he overcame the Cen­
taurs; fubdued the Thebans, and defeated the Ama • 

. zons. He affifted his friend Pirithous, in his eateqxize 
to the infernal world, to tarry off Proferpine'; but in 
this expedition 'he failed, bcing imprifoned or fettered 
by Pluto, till releafed by Hercules. No doubt WIIS the 
fiory of Thefetls divefted of the marvellous. itwoukl 
make a confiderable figure (51, 

Thereus had feveral wjlltS; his fira was Helena, 
daughter of Tyndarus. wbom he carried off; the fecond 

. Hippol}'t., queen of the. Amazons, given him by Hell­
cules ; the 'aft was Phzdra, fifter to Ariadnt; wboCe 
lewdnelS (ufficiently pllnithed hi!ll for his infidelity too 
her fifter. Tbis princefs felt an inceftuoos flame for 
her (on-in·law Hlppolitus (6), a youth of uncommbn 
virtue and ehailify. On bit repulfing her folicilations 
her loye turned ·to .hatred, and the accuCed him to his 
father fC'r an attempt to ravilb her. Tfleft:us, nbw 
Irow!' old and ul(Oyious" ~oo eafily ga~e ear to. the a~­
cufanon.- The 'prrnce, InfoFmed of hll danger, fled an 
his chariot; but his horres ~ing frighted by the Phocllt. 
or fea clllles, .• brew him out of his feat, cnd his feet 
being intangled, he was -dragged through tbe. woods and 
torn in pltCfS (i). Phaldra. formented with ~morfe, 
laid violent hands on berfdf; a'Ad foon 8~r. ·Thefeus, 
being exiled from Atheiu, ended an' ilIuftrious life in 

-obfcurilY· 
To upJain the- ftory of the lIIinotaur: it .is. faid, that 

Par~hal fell in love with a young nobleman of the 
coutt~ named Taurus j that'Dzdahis lent his houfe for 

·the better carrying on of their intrigue, during a long 

(4) The JEgzan {I'.a. 
( S 1 He hrft walled Athens, and iriftitutetl laws; t~th~ wilh 

'. that democratic form of goYe(JlDlcnt which laied till the time of 
Pififlrarus. 

(6J Sou of Hippolyta, '1l~1I "r Ihe AlIl8zog.. _ 
(7) Some faJ .1EfCulapiu~ reftored him to life, and that be came 

iato It;) I y, whue be chaDged his name to Virbiu., i. c. twice a man. 
illneJi 
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mnefS of Minos; and that the queen in:.due time, was 
delivered of two children. one of which refemblel\ Mi­
nos. the other Taurus; whence ~he minotllut: and thc' 
Athenians have aggra~ared the fiory. frolP ~h,!ir extreR)e 
prejUdice to Minos.. '. ' 

But what became of the Athenian youth, tbe ~ax 9f 
whom was three times paid 1 The Cretan ~ng bltd 
infttuted funeral games in honour of Androgeos, whell­
in thofe unhappy flave.s were affigned .as. the priJel fI~ 
the conqueror. The fjrft who bore away all the prizes;. 
was Taurus, of an inrolent and tyrannis=.al d;fpofitiO"r 
and particularly (eve,e to the Athenians "cli.wcreel up, 
to h.im; which contributed not a littl~ to the fabl*.· 
Thefe wretches grew old in: fervitude,. and w~re oblig­
ed to earn their living by the moll painful drudgery· 
under "Taurus, the (u bjea of' Minos; alld may ther~­
fore with fome propriety be raid to hue. been devour­
ed by him. But i,t' is cerrain that they neither fQugbt' 
at thofe games, nor were deftroyed by the c}'~r, oir 
a monfter 'which never exifted 18), ;, . , 

Of the fame ~amp is the, t\lle of th~ Centaur.. TQe. 
Theffalians pretty' early diftinguilhed thelDl~lves froJJl' 
the ... eft of Greece" who fought ,ooly on foot pr in cha.­
riots. by their application -to· borfemanlhip •. ,To a~­
quire- the more agility in this ercercif.:, the" were \VOP.t' 
!o fi~ht with bulls. which, they pieJ;ced, wit~ d.arts .or 
Javelins j whence they obtamea tbename of .C~,aurs­
(9) and Hippocen!aurs (.). AI thefe hori;:men became­
formidable by their depredation~, :th, equivoc-.. tion •. 
which appeared,in .the name, - made~ theql to .bo. a~ 
counted' monfters, cOIl)pounded of two natures., The 
poets earched at this' idea. which. gave thc:..Ir.or)' the aif 
of the marvellous: and ttiey who made oranges to pafs­
for golden apples,lbepherdeftes for nymphs; fbepherds­
in dj(guife for fatyrs, and fbips with fails for. ~i"ied' 
dragc;los. would make no difficulty }O "lling borfemcn> 
Centaurs (al., . 

. (S) Abbei3anier's Mythology. vol, 3,/. SQQ. \ " ' , .,.-
(9) From Km ..... 'to prick. or lance, an '1' • .,,-., a bulL.; •.. _, 
(1) Fl'om ';lnlf~ an.horle. . ' .. :.<. J ,.,-

(~) See the Abbe Banier~. Mythology. vol. 3"P, S1~.. . 
, Ac: 
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. AchUles was the offspring of • goddefs. Thetis bore 
him to Peleus (3). and was fo fond of him. that fhe 
took hertHf the charge of his education. By day fhe 
fed him with ambrofia, and b)' night covered him with 
ctldti.al fire to render him immortal C+). She alfo 
dipped him in the waten of Styx, by which his whole 
!lod)' became invu'lnerab1e, except that part of his heel 
by which fbe htld him. She afterwards intrufted bim 
~to the care of the Cenlaur Chiron, (the mafier of fo 
roaay heroes) who fed him with honey and 'the marrow 
of lions and wild boars, to give him that fire~gh and 

.force necdfary for martial toil. 
Whcn the Greeks undertook the liege of Troy, Chal­

cas. the prieft of Apollo. foretold the city could ne­
wer be tak n, unlefs Achilles was prefent. Thetis his 
·mother. who knew what would be his fate if he weRt 
·there, had concealed him in kmaledifguife in the pa­
lace of Lycomedes, king of the ine of Scyros. Ulyift'S, 
who had tngaged to bring him to the Greek camp, 
having difconred the place of hi. retrrat, nfed'the fol­
lowing artifice: under the appearance of a merchant, 
Ile is introduced to the daughters of Lycomede., and 
while they were ftudioufi, intent on viewing his toys, 
Achilles employed hin'lfclf in examining an helmet and 
fome other armour, which the' cunning politician had 
pnrpofely thrown in his way. Thus was Achilles pre­
.ailed Ob to go to Troy, after Thetis h!d furniOled him 
with a fuir 01 im~netrable armo~r made by Vulcan (5). 
His aaion~ before Troy. as' .. ell as his charatter,~ are 
Co finely d .. fcribed by Homer, that it wovld be doing 
them injuilice to repeat them here. It is (uftitient to 
fay he could .not ·efC8.Jle his fate,' being treacheroufiy 
killed by Paris (6.1, who with an arrQW wounded him 

(3) King of Theffaly. 
( .. ), Stti the ftory Of Triptolemul. under tht article bf Cera. 

Upon Peleus difcovering this, Thetis parted from him. 
~~r~e d:fe~ption_ ~f ~s thield in Homer is one of that poet's 

(6) ~afe wa. thus; Ach:Ues ensmoured with PCI,l'yJtena, de­
fired her of Priam. who confented to the match. The nuptials 
were to be "'~mnized in the temple of Apollo. where Paris had pri. 
".17 CQIlcea1ed hi~U~ and took tbe opportunity to kill Achilles, 

. ~ 

...... 
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in the only part that ",as .. alneraole. The Greeks, 

,after the capture of Troy, endeavoun:d to appeafe his 
manes, by (acr:ti~ Polyxena. The oracle at Dodona 

· decreed him ,.aiVine 'honours. and ordered annual vK\ims 
to be otfetCd at his tomb In purfua(lce of this, the 
Tbeflittian, brought thither yearly two bulls, one black, 
the other white, crowned with wreaths of &ow&:cs. aad 
water from the river Sperchius. 

C HAP. L. 

Of CADMUS. EuaoPA, AMPHIOI'f. and AtlIOI'f. 

A. G E NOR, king of Phamicia. by the nymph Melia. 
had a daughter called Eurepa, one of the moft 

· bt:a II tiful princdres of her ,age. She could hardly then 
be fuppofed to efcape the notice of Jupiter, whofe gal­
lantries extended to all parts of the world. To fe-

'·duce her. he aB'umed the form of a white-bull. and ap­
'pea red in the meadows, where Ole was walking with 
her attendants. Pleafed wilh the beauty and gen,Jenefs 
cf the animal, Ibe ventured on his back, and immedi­
ately the lad triumphant bore ber off, to Crete (7) J 

. where laying afide his difgaift, be made the bull a con. 
it'llation in the Zodiac, and. to honour his new miftrc:fs. 
'gave ber name to the fourth part of the world •. 

In the mean time Agenor, difconfulate for his daugh­
ler's lol's, fenc his ron~, Cadmus and Thafus, with 
different fleets in fea~cb of her (8). Thafus fettled in an 
iOand of the: lEgeaD fea, to which he gave his name 
(q). CadmuS enquiring· of the Delphic:; oracle for a 
fettlement, was anfwned, that he Olould follow the di­
ietlion of a cow, arId build a city where ate: ,laid 
down.. Arrilling' among the Phocenfes, here one of 
'Pelagon's cows met him, and condutlcd him through 

-~Balotia, to the- 'place where Thebes 'was aftewards 
built. As he was about to (ac~i1ice his guide to Palla~. 

,~. ------------------------------------------
· (7~()yid. Lib. II. '35. , 

(8 With an injunaion not to retlIm without her under pain of 
})ani enr. 

(9) It was before called Plate. r 
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· he (ent two of hi. coinpany to the fountain Dirce fo. 
water. who were killed by a dragon. Ca.dlllps foOJll 
revenged their death by a"ying the monller;· !Jut LOwing 

· his te,·lh, according to Pallas·s advice, there (prong up 
It number of men armed. who affaulted him to· revenge 

,their father's dcat'h. Ir feems the I!oddefs of wifdom 
had only a mind to f. i6hten him; for on his calling a 
fione amongll them, tbefe uptlart warriors turned their 
weapons on each other with fuch animofity. that only 

·five fur.,ived the· COlllbat. who proved very ufeful to 
Caamus in founding his ne~ .. , city, Aftrr this, to re­
compenfe his toils. Ihl! gods gave Cadmus Harmonia 
or Hermione, the daughter of Mars .and Venus, and 
honourtd his nuptials with peculiar prefents and ma.k! 
'of favollr, But their pollerity proving unfortunate. 
they quitted. Thebes to Pentheus. and went to govern 
the Eclellenfes;where, in an advanced age. they were 
turned to ferpents (1), or, as others (ay, fcnt to the 
Elyfian Fields in a chariot drawn by (erpents. The 
Sidonians decreed· divine honours to Europa, and coin­
ed money in memory of her~ wilh the figure of a wo­
.man croffing the fea on a uull. 
· The Greeks were indebted to Cadmus for the inven_ 
tion of brafs, and -the firft ule of arms, In the Phre. 
nit-ian tongue the l<w' WIre/I, which the Greeks tran"f. 
bted firpenl·s Imh, lignified as well {pears· of brafs (2) 
Th.e ambiguity of.anolht,. 'Word help,ed, o?the. fll,ble (3J: 
whIch from the difference of prollunclat.lon figndi~d e~. 
ther tne number fiv" or 0'" "14dj fir aliio/l: and fo 
the fame fentence. which, with the Phrenicialls. inlend. 
ed only t~at hI commanded ,a'ifiiplinltl hotly if men flrm­
Itl 'With Jpears of "rajs, was rendered by there miracle­
mongers, k made all army if'jive 1/1111 0111 if th, Ultl, 

if a fir;ml (4). Cadmus being' an HiYite, a name of 
of neat. affinity with that of a !erpent. gave further oc~ 
cafion to - that part of it. which fays that, his men' 
fprung froni ·a ferpent. and that himfelf and his wife 
were changed 'into this animal. Thus indufiriouswere 

(II· Ovid. Lib. IV. 56:& •. 
(2· Sheni Nachalh. ' 

3 Cheme/h. ~5 Boc:hart de Coloniis Pliznic:um, cap. '9-
the 
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the Greeks to involve the molt 'fimple fafb in the mott 
mylterious ~onfu(jon, • 

The Phrenicians with Cadmus, expeUed their coun­
try by Jothua, lidl: introduced among the Greeks the 
praak:e of confecrating !latues to the .gods ; . aad the 
ufe of letters; thence called Pha:nician or Cadmzall 
letters, For the Greek tharaaers :ue manifeftly taken 
from the Samaritan ~r Pha:nician alphabet. Cadmus 
aOod Og, or Ogyge" are the- fame: whence any _ thing 
very aDcient was terJlled Ogygian by the Theban •• 
The Gophyra:i. fettled at Athem, were PhomiciaR90 
that came with him, and pre(erved the memory of hi,* 
by the name of Ogyges ; as from his name Cadmus, or 
eadem (sJ, was their famous pla.ce of learning, and 
thence every other nam~d Academia (6), • : 

Amphion. the fon of Jupiter and Antiope-, w.s iii~ 
firuaed in the lyre bl Mercury, and became fo great ,. 
proficient .. that. he IS .repolled"to have raifed the wallS. 
of Thebes by lhe power of hIS harmony. He married 
Niobe, whofe infJllt to Diana. occaiioned the lors of 
their children. The uDhappy falh,r in defpair" at. 
'tempted to dellroy the temple' of Apono, but was pu~ 
ni1hed with the lofs, of hrs, fi&ht an4 {kill. and thrown 
into the infernal reglOns. . 
, Arion was ~ n,ativeof Methymna,. and both a 1kilful 
Illufic!an ~~ a.sood Di,thyrambic • poet. He ~ived in 
the time of Penander, ~lDg of Corinth. After paffinc 
'fome time in .Italy I\nd Sicily. ,and acquiring an ca!y 
fortune by hIS p~ofeffion, he failed from' Tarentum IR 
a Corinthian vefl'el ~omeward-Jgouod. When they wer~ 
got 'to fc:a. t~e. naricious crew,ag,reeCl to throw Arion 
t;Wer-board. ,in • order' to thare liis money. Having in 
.ain ufed all bts eloquence to foften tqem, he played 
a farewell air (clll1ed Lex,; Orthia>. and crowned ~i\b. a 
,aflanel, with his, h!lrp ~n', his hand~ I plungecf. inlo the 
.f~ti,_ wh~re a dolphi!! •• ch~rmed ~ith _hls,!D_e!ojl!...re­
ccived hun an~ 60re him fafe toT;enarus, near c-o­
rint,b.' Having informed' P¢riaridei of his ftory,the 
king was iil£1'edulous.. till-I.tllo fui.p acrived, when, the 

i , • ! 

. -( s) Si~ifpngthe E~~; He wa~ io called ~a¢'e he ~c thc,­
(6) Stillingflcct's Orsgtnel fac:rz. 
- . marin 
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Jnariner~, bting feized .n4confronted, with Arion, owo-­
ed the faa. and futfered the punifhment due to their 
perfidy. For thiS aBion the dolphin was Rlilde a con­
ltel1atron~ 

C H 'A P. LI. 

, Of ...£01.t18 and 'Be~i!As. 
" I "S' the multiplitation of fabulolls deities, the antientS 
not on!y affigned each element. and part (If nature 

tts tutelar god, but even idcliz..-d· the pallions. No 
wonder tbtn jf we fte a god or chief of the winds 100, 
"Controulinl- all the reA:. . T~is province W'aS' naturally 
afli~ncd to that which -WlS the moti violent and uncon­
troula'ble Helf. 'For this imaginary dd;y they bOI rowed 
.. name' from the .,ph~nicians, aud' called him .iEolus 
(7', the fon of Jllpiter, hy Acafta' or Sigtfi .. , the 

,daughter of. ~ippo:us. He reignrd in. rhe Liparzan 
ifles, near S~lIy, from ",benre ptrhaps the fable took 
its original (8). but his refidence was at Strong71~~ 
now called Strombolo (9'. Here he held thefe unruly 
powers enchained in a vail cave, to prevent their com­
.milting the rike devaftalion th ey had been guilty of be­
tore- tbey were put unrier his direaion' (J).' . 
. According to fome authors, the ...£olian or l:.iparzan 
itles were oninhabired, till Liparlls, the' fon of Alironi~. 
{eltled a colony here, and gave one of them ,his n·arne. 
lEoJus, the fon of Hippotus, ",·ho married . his daughter, 
peopled the reno and fucceeded him in the throne. lfe 
ruled his (ubjects with. (qulty Illd 'mildtiefs, was a h",­
pitable good prince. and being {killed 'in aftronomy, by 
means of the reflux of the tides, \lfbiCh is remarkabfe 
near III ole iflands, as' 'well as- by obrerving the' "atu re 
of the. volcanos with wb~ch they abound, be was abk 

(7) Froql Aol f1lr Alol,' a florm', whirlwi~d or temJle/t. 
(8) ThetC iiiands being greatly fubjea to winds and ROmll. 
(9) FaJllo\\ll for in '\I9lc.lUlO,' ~h.iOme plaCClhis rc6dc~ at 

Regio in Calabria. 
It) They bad- cmjoined It!dT·from· Sictly, 1lft\i-by difunitiaC 

EUTOpe from Africa, opened a patfage fQf lbe QCean to f'o.nn 
lAc Mediteitanean rea. . ' . 

, . to 
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to foretell tire winds that fhould blow from loch • 
• uaner (<<). 

We are indebted to Virgil for a fine poetical defc.rip­
tioo of tbis god, when Juno viiits his cue to delire 
bis affiilance to deft roy lEnea. in his voyage to Italy. 

Boreas was of uncertain parentage; but his urual re­
fidence was in Thrace (3). When Xerxe" king of Per­
fia, crotred the Hdlefpont with his numerons armada. 
to invade Greece, the Athenians invoked his affiftanee. 
and he frattered and deftroyed the grealeft part their 
ft~t. This ddty, notwithfianding hi. rage, was not 
inftexible to love. He debauched Chloris, the daugh­
ter of Artlurus. by whom he had Hyrpau. andcarri­
ed her to mount Niphates, (caUed the bed of Boreas) 
bat fioce known by the lIame of Caucafus: ... but his fa­
voorite miftrefs was Orithya. the daugh~c:r of Eritlheus, 
king of Athens. By tbis printefs he had two fons •. 
Zetes and Calais. who attended Jaron in the Colthic 
expedition, delivered Phineus from tbe Harpies (+), and 
were afterwards killed by Hercules: as alfo four daugh­
ters, Upis, Laxo, Hecserge, and Cleopatra. Perhaps 
!he north wind. or Boreas alone. was .cleified. beC&Ute. 
of the regullr winds, it is the moft tempeftuou~ and 
raging tbat blows. ' 

C HAP. LU. 

Of MOMU. 'and MOllrHius. 

M OM US was theJod of pleafentry and wit, or 
rather· the jeRer the celeftial atrembly; for. 

lIke other great monarch~, it was but rea(onable that 
Jupiter /bould hl\'e his fool. We bavean in1bnce of 
his farcailic humour in the contc;ft between Neptune-. 
Minerva, and Vulcan, for 1kill. The ·firft· had made a 

(~J It is f:lid that before a foutberly wind blow., Lipara i. 
covued. with a thick .cloud, ~.when it.challRCI to the DOrtIl 
the volcano emits clear tlames, with remarkable Doife. 

h) Probably beeaufe thi. country is much fubjed to the colli; 
lIOI1i1erly winds. 

(+) Some fay out of elfYy for their fwifMer,; others, becau!e 
dUNr fa,htl" had by a tanpeft dedroyed the ilk of Cos. 

bull i 

~ 
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bull; 'the fecond a boWe'; and the third a maf!; Mom., 
found foiUIt with them all: he difliked the b\lll~ betauf. 
his horns were not placed before h:s eyes" that he 
might give a filler blow.; he condemned Minerva's houfe, 
btc;;ufc: it was immovcal)!e, and (0 could not be taken 
away if placed in a bad nei:;bbourhood. With regard 
to Vulcan's man •. he faid he ought to have made a 
window in his breaft. Hefiod mak.es Momus (5) the 
foQ of Somnll! and Nox, 

Morpheus (6) was the gpd of dreams. and the fon 
of Somnus. whom Ovid calls the molt placid of aU the 
deities, Mr, Addifon obft-rves, that he is ftil! npre­
fented by the Intient ftoitulriel under the figure of a 
boy aAeep, "ith a bundle of poppy)n his hand: and 
black ma~e. from thi relation "'hich it bear's to night, 
has with great propriety been made oIe of. 

Q 

C HAP. LIII. 

Of OllloN. 

T HE original. or birth of, Orion, . ~orders, a linlh 
. on the marvellou$. lIyucus, a cmaen of Tana­
Ira, In BOlotia, was fo hafpitable 'to ftrangers, that 
Jupitef, Neptune., aDd Mercury, were refo\ved, under 
the charaa.:r of benighted travellers. to know the trUItt, 
'fheir entertainment "IS (0 agreeable, that. difcovering 
their quality, they offered the old mao whatever he 
lhould dk; his rtqueft was a fon (7)' The gods. to 
entify his wiOl, caUed for an ox hide, in tffiich -ila" 
jng qepofited their 'lripe. they bid him keep it under 
ground for te{l ·months; at the expiration of which 
time, be found it produced a boy, who was at firft call­
Ed Urion, to exprel. bis origin; but after. tor decency's 
fake, his nan;1e was changea to Orion. 

He was a remarkable hunter, and Jtqlt a fleet pack 
,of hOUJ.'ds. Neplune gave him the powcr of walkiog 

I (s) From 114 ... ",0-. cavilling or fiDdjng fault. 
(6) From Mo'4'" a form or vilion. 
(7-) Hiq wife havin,11; It'ft him childlet!t, whom on her death-bed 

be promifed Q.~ver to 1Il3fry again. 
011 
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on the furface of the watns, with the fame fpeed that 
Iphiclus did (8) over Ihe ean of corn. This faculty 
I~emed Deedlc:fs. if it be true that Ori!}n was fo tall. 
that the deepeft f~a! could not covet his fhoulders. As 
a proof of thiS. he crofi'.:d from the c,!ll!inenl of Greece 
to the H1e of Olios, ",here attempting to viti-1te lErope. 
the wife of king Oenopion, lhit monarch deprived him' 
of his eye-fight (9)' .'romChios he proceeded and 
found his way to Leibos. where Vulcan received him' 
kindly, and gave him a guide to the palace of the fun, 
whohfiored him to fight. He then made war on Oeno­
pion, who concealed himl'elf under ground 10 efca'pe his 
vengeanre ; fo that fl uftrated of his ddign he. ~ent to­
Crete, where he purfued his favourite, exercife of hunt­
ing. But having. by foine means offended Diana (&).: 
thar godde(s put him to death (z);' but afterward~ 
relc;nting, prevailed on. Jupiter to raife him to the fides,' 
where he forms a connellation (3) remarkable for pre­
dilling ram and tempeftuous weather. 

C HAP. 'LIV • . , 
Qfi the Marine Dtlitits .. -OClAlfVS. N.utu, TaITo., 

i-. ' 150, PAUMOH, and GLAwevlI. 

A: S the anci~nt . theogony took care to People th~ 
heavens and air with deities, fo the fta natural .. 

11 came in for its 'hare, nClr was it jult to 'leave the 
extended realms of .. water .withPut.protedion ~nd luar­
cfa!lnfhi9. Nt Plune. though monarch of the deeps, coul~ 
not be .prefenr. eYery wh~re, and it was proper to am~~ 
b,im deputies, who,.might relieve him of fome part of 
th~ ,weigh~ of government. 

; 

(8~ B~other to Hercules. See the article of that god. . 
(9 His .purCuit of the Pleiades has been mentioned under the 

altlc e of Atl~s. 
{':).~iilitt.r f'l~ a,ttemp.tinll her thaltity. or for Ix>all~ his (uperior 

frill in the cn.:.ce I otb~cs fay. for endeavouring to debaoch Ol'is. 
one of her nymphs" . .' 

(z.) Either ~y her arrows. or as others fay. railing a fccrpion. 
whrch gave him. a morlfll wound. , 

(3) Virgil calls it NunhQIus Orion, on account of the D1dWe{S 
,,·l1ich attend his riGpg. iEl1:id 1. 51.s· Lib. IV • sa. ; 

Nt-nil):--

0;9,;,,,d by Coogle 
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Nereus, fon to Oceanus, fettled himfelf in the lEgflill 
feat and was regarded as a prophet. He had the fa­
culty of affuming what form he pleafed. By his wife 
Doris he had fifty nymphs.. called Nereids (4), who con­
fiantly altended OD Nrptua •• and when be went abroad 
Cunouuded his chariot. 

Triton was the fon of Neptpne and Amphitrite (S·l. 
an~ was his father's herald. He fometimes delighted in. 
mifchief. for he carried off the catlle from the Tana­
grian fields. and _ftroyed the fmall coafting veffels; (0 
that to appeafe his refentment, {hofe people offered him 
Jibations of new wiue. Of this he drank fo treely that 
he fell adeep, lind tumbling from an eminence, one 
of the natives cul off his head. He left, a daughtel' 

,caned Trillia .. by whom MalS had a rOD Damed Me-
naJippus. . , , 
_ This gott is ,epre(ented' of It human tb~na~ from the 
waift IIpwards~ with blue eyes, a large mouth. and hair' 
matted like wild pedley. His fhoulders were covered 
with a purple fltin, variegated with' fmall £cales, his feet 
lefembling the fore feet of a borfe, and his lower parts 
turned like a Dolphin -with ,it forked tail. Sometimes 
~e iJ drawn in a car with horfes of a fky colO",r. Hi$ 
trumpet is a large conch, or fea fueU. Ovid (6). has 
,il/ea two very beaui!ul dt:fcriptions of him. There 
were 'indeed many Tritons, who compofed the numr:­
rous equipage of N~ptune. and were reckoned as.deities. 
propitious to navigation. ' 

]j,O was the daugh~r of CadmtJs and Harmonia, and 
marriul to Athamas king of Thebes. 1'his prince hav­
ing th~ misfortune to lofe ,his fenfes, killed his fon 
Learclws tn one 'of his mad fits, tlpon which his queen 
to flYe Melicertes, her rrmaining boy. ltapedwith him 
trorn fhe rock IVroty ri,s into the fea. Neptune receivC!d 
them with open arms, and gave thtm a place among{\: 
the maline gods. ooty changing their names, Ino being 

(+) By which are meant the riven which empty,themfelves in the 
ocean. 

(s) Some fay of Neptune and Cilllle~ odIen of Nereus or" 
Oceanus. 

(6) Ovid .Met. lJb. I. 
called I 
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called Leucothea. and Melicertes, Palamon (7); for 
th;s· we are indeb ed to the fertile invention of the 
Greeks, Melicerlhu being no olher tban tbe Melear­
thus or Hercules of Tyre, who, from baving bee~. 
drowned in it, was called a god of the fea, and from 
hi; many voyages, the guardian of harbours. , 

Glauclls was a ti/herman. whofe deification happened 
in a comical manner. His parentage and country (8) 
are varionay reported; but he "as an ~xcel1ent (wlm. 
mer, and a ikiltuJ,. ti/herman. Hav •. one day taken 
. a large draught in his nets, he obf.:rved with '(urprize, 
that the tithes on tafting a certain berb jumped illtu 
the fea again. Upon trying the t'xperiment upon himrt'lf, 
Jre followed them, and became a fea god. Some afcriac 
to Glaucus the gift of prophecy. O~id has not forgot 
his transformation amongft bis metamorphofes (9). Vir-

, ~il has gil·cn an elegant lift of the. fea deities ia his 
fiflh l£lIeid (I). 

3.1 

C HAP. LV. 
Of P&OTItIS and PHOaCys. with the GIlJEJE and 

GOitGOIIS. SCY1.LA and CHAIl YBDIS. 

P RO T E U S, the fon of Neptul'le. by the nymph 
Phznice. wa~ by his father appointed keeper of 

the Phocz, or f~a ('alvl'~. His refidence was at Alex­
andria, in Egypt, from whence in a journe, he made 
to Phlegra (2), he married the nymph Toron~, w,ho 
bore him Tmolus and Telegonus, both killed by He:­
cules tor their cruelty to Ilrangers. Their fatb~r Pro­
teus. who left ·them on account of their inhofpitable 
temper, it is faid. was not much concerned at their 
duth. By Torone he had a1fo three daughter". Caoua. - ... -- .. _._-----

(1) The Romans caned him Portunu.; and painted him w:th a 
key in his hand, to dennte him the guardian of harbours. To Ino 

, they gave the name of Matuta. being reputed the goddefs that 
'Ufbers in the morni~. 

(8) Some make 111m the IOn of Mercurv, others-ef Neptune, 
others of Anthadon I on atl:ounl of his 1ltill in (.nmming he 'WlII 
<caned Pontiu~~ . 

(9) Ovid,Lib. XIII. 1199 • 
. II) lEneid, Lib. V. Su. ..,-
(~) A to\Vn in Campania.ti~ 
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Ratia, and Idothca. Proteus had the art of affuming 
all forms (3) ; as alfo the gifr of prophecy or divinati. 
on ; Orpheus calls him the univerlal principle of nature. 

Hifiorians make Proteus· king of Carpalhus :4-' ; who, 
on account' of his great charaaer for wifdom, alld equi­
ty, was thofen king of Egypt, and deified after his 
death. . According to Herodotus, Paris and Helena in 
their flight from Spalla, were received at. his court, 
where Helen coll1linued all the time of the Trojan liege, 
alter which he refloled her honourably to Menelaus. 

Proteus i~ ufllally reprefented i!l a chariot drawn by 
horfes. in tbe form of Tritons, 

His half brother P'horcys or PhoreDs, was the fon of 
Neptune. by the nympll Thefea (5)' He married ~is 
fifier Ceto, by whom be had the Phorcydes and Gar. 
gons, Thoofa (6) and Scylla. He was vanquilhed by 
Atlas, who threw him into the feat where .his fatber 
raired him to the rank of a fea god. 
, The Gorgons were in all fOllr fifiers, of whom Me­
dufa was the chief. They had hair like fnakes, tulks 
like wild boars, -brazen hands and golden wing'i. On 
the death. of their fifier, they p,urfued Pe&us, ",ho fa­
l't'd bimfelf by putting on the h~lmet lent him by Pluto, 
and which rendered him inllifible. 

1 he Glzre were their filters. and are reprefented as 
three old women, who lived in Scythia, and had but one 
eye and tooth in common amongft th~mt which 'they 
ufued as they had occalion, and aferwards laid it up in 
a coffer~ For the prefervation of this valuable legend­
we are indebted to Pala:phatus. 

Scylla (7', another dallghtlr of Phorrys,. by her fa­
miliarity with Glalleus, excited the jealoury of Circe. 
daughter of the Sun,. w~o by. Inagic fpells. or poiti)n, 
fo infeaed the fountaIn 111 whICh file bathed, that fhe 

(3) See Oyidt Lib. VIII. 730. 
(4) An illand in the 1E~an lea. between Rhodes and Crete, 

now called Scarj>3nto. ; (51 Others call him the fon of Pontus and Terra. 
(6 By whom Neptune had the Cyclo s Polyphemus. 
(7 Some make her the daughter of P~onis and' Hecate. and faT 

that er lJ.li~fortu.ne was owing to the i!~a1oufy of Amphitrite. for 
ber co4abltmg With Neptune. • 

/., " 

became 
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became a monfrer (8), upon which, through defpair at 
the lofs of her beauty, lhe threw herf:-If into ,he fia, 
and was cbanged into a rock (9), which became in­
famous for the multitude of fhj'pwrecks it occalioned. 
Thole who would fee a beautiful defcription of Scylla 
will find it in Virgil (I). 

Care muft be taken not to confound this Scylla with 
another of tbe fame name, and daughter of Nifus. king 
of Megara. Minos had bcfitged thiwnonarcb in his 
capital, but the Oracle had pronoun'r.t!d Nyfus invin­
cible, while he preferved a purple lock of hair which 
gr~w on his- head. Scylla, who was fecretly· in love 
wirl\ Minos, Detrayed both her father ami country into 
his hands, by cutting off' the lock; but the conqueror 
<lett'fting her treachery, banifhed ber his fight. Unable 
to bear the treatment fhe fo jultly merited, fhe caft ht-r­
klf into the fea, and was cbanged into a lark (:I). Her 
fdther transformed into a hawk liill purfues ber for ber 
ingratit~de ·and perfidy. . 

Charybdis was a female robber, who, it is (aid, fiote 
Hercules's oxen, and was by Jupiter, on that account. 
cbanged into a wbirlpool (3), which is very dangerolls. 
to f<lilors, and lying oppofite to the rock Scylla, occa. 
tioned the proverb of running into one danger to avoid. 
aoother (.,). . 

(8) Amhors difagree as .to her form, (ome fay /he retained her 
beauty from the neck downwards, bvt had fix dogs ht-ads; other. 
maintain, that her upper laru continued entire, but that the had 
below, the body of awol , and the tail of a ferpent. 

(9) It lies b~tween Sicily and Italy, and the noife of the \vavCll 
beati!1g on it, gave rile ~o the fable of the barking of dogs and 
howlIng of wolves, afcnbed to the monl1:er. . . 
. (1) VirgillDakes h.er changed to a rock, whIch confoun<Js her, 
wi.h the other Scylla. .lEneia Lib. Ill. 4-~' 
. (20) Ovid, Lib. VIII. I4-Z. ,. , 

(3) An eddy, or whirlpo«;,l, .on the c?all: of Sicily, as you enter 
the tare of Meffina. See Virgil, lEneld III. 47.0. 

(4) [«Mit in s<:yllam gui <VlIlt qJitare Clul1ybtiilll. 

C HAP. 
r 



16S ~ ABU L'() U S HIS TOR Y Q' 

C HAP. LVl 

Of PAN and FAVNVS i of the NYMPH3, aod the Goddcfi'es 
FERONlA and rALES. 

I T is now time to revilit the earth again, and fee the 
• numerous train of the inferior deities, appropriated 

to the tortfls, -woods. and thole re~{fe, of nature whofe 
proCpetl fills the imagination wilh a kind of religious 
awe or dread (5)' 

Pan, the principal of theCe, is (aid 10 be the fon of 
Mer.cuIY and Penelope (~). rhe wife of U1yfi"es, whom. 
~hile (he k~pt her tather's flO<"ks on mount Taygetus, 
he deflowered in the t<um of a white goat. As foon N 
born, his father carried him in a goat fitin to heaven, 
where he charmed all the gods with his pipe; fo tbat 
they afi"ociated bim ,with Mercury in the poll of t~ir 
mefi'enger. After this he was educate~ on mount Mz­
nalu&, iii Arcadia, by Sinoe and the other nymphr •. whG 
atm.lted by his mufic, follo\\'t'd him as thrir condutlor. 

Pan, though devoted to the pleaCures of a rural life. 
difiinguilhed himfelt by his valour. )n the giants war 
he enlallglrd Typhon in his nets, as we have 'already 
obferved: he attrnded Bacchus in his Indian expedition- , 
with a body 01 Satyrs. who did gOQd fervice. When 
tbeGauls invadod Greece. and were about to pillage 
the temple of Delphos, he firuck thrm wilh fnch '& 
fuddrnc;onfternalion by night, that they fled withoet 
'sny body to pudue them (6) He alfo aided the Athe­
lIians in a fea fi)lbt. gained by Miltiades over the Per­
fian Q.eet, for whic!;J they dedicated a grotto to his ho-
.nour under the ciJadel. . 

Tbis drity was ot a 'Very amorous cl'nfiitution. 'In 
• coorell with Cupid, being overcome, that liule god 
punifhed him with a paffion f()r the nymph Syrinx. who 
treated him with difdain. Bllt being clolel), purfiled by 
him. and fiopped in her flight by the river Lad .. n, Ihe 
invoked the Naiad,s, who changed her into a tuft of 

(5) Some fay of Penelope and all her 10vel'S, \vhence he waf called 
n.J. 

(6) Hence the clIprel1ion of a pannick, fora fudden fear and terror. 
. reeds, 

D;g,\i,ed by Coogle 
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reeds, which the difappoioted lover grafped in his arms. 
Contemplating a transformation fo unfavourable to his 
ddires, he obferved the reeds tremble .ith' the wind. 
and emit a murmuring found •. Improving this hint. he 
cut fome of them. and formed the pipe for .hieh he 
became fo famous. His other amours were more fuc­
afsful. He charmtd Luna, or the. moon, in the {bape of 
a beautiful ram. In the dirguifeof a thepherd, he became, 
fervant to the father of Dryope (7). in order to gain aece!s 
to his miftrefs. By the nymph Echo ( 8) he had a daugh. 
ter called Irynge, a famous foreerefs, who ·(upplied Medea 
with.her philtrum; but Pan afterwards flighting her, ale 
retir~d to the recetr.:s of the hills. where the pined with 
grief. till.fhe c("jndle~ t9 a lIudow •. nnd had nothing left 
but a voice (9); others afcnbe the change of Echo to ano-
ther caufe. -

Pan was properly the god of Ibepherds and hunters, and. 
as he was a mountain deity, the flocks and herds· wefe un­
der his immediate protetlion and care. He was lib wife 
honoured by the fifuermen, efpeciaUy thofe who inhabited 
th~ promonraries walbed by tlie fea. . 

He was chiefly efteemed in Arcadia, his Dative coun. 
try, 1I!here the thepherds offered him milk and honet 
in wooden bowls. . If fuccefsful in hunting', they al­
lotted bim part of the fpoil; bllt, if othertvife,' they 

. whipped his image heartily. At Molpeus, a tblNn near 
the city Licofura, he had a temple by the title of Nomins, 
becaule he perfeBed the harmony of his pipe on the N (imi.ui 
mountains. 

The Romans adopted him amongft their deities by the 
lJa.m~s of Lupereu! and Lyc:a:us. . Hi~ fe~ivals, called 
Luperealia, and celebrated in February, were inftihued 
by Evander, .who being exiled Arcadia, lied for refuge 
to Faunus. king of the Latins. and was by him allowed 

(7) Dryope rejeEl:ed his Cuit ;. but was afterwards changed into 
the lotus tree. See Ovid Met. Lib. IX. l~S' \. 

(8) Some fay that Echo fell in love with .I.'IarciJl'us, and was 
Ilighted by him. . . '. : 

C!!) It IS tepQtted, that Juno p'unilhed Echo. In t~IS D1ann~r for 
her loquacity, besaufe when JupIter w~s c;ngaged m any !lew a~ 
mOlIe,·he lent tbill nymph to amufe hrs Jealous. {poufe WIth her 
.bat. . ' • 

I ·*0'-' 
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to ,fettle near mount Palatine (.1). Romulus made fome 
.addition to there, ceremonies, in which the Lllperci. or 
priefts of Pan, ran naked through the City. ftriking thofe 
shey met .with things made of goat {kins, particllrarly the 
-women, who f~nci4id that it helped their eafy concep.tion, 
or fpeed., -deli~ry. . 

Pan,isreprefentrd with a fmiliog ruddy face, and thick 
beard covering his breaft. two horns 00 his head,. a flar 
'on his breaft, -with 'the nofe, feet. aftd tail of a goat. He 
is cloatbedin a, Ipotted 1kin, having a fhepherd's ,crook 
in one haud, and his pipe of unequal reeds in the other, 
and is crown~ with pine, ,that tlee being confecrated to 
itjs fervice.·' . . 

Pan. how~'er, faid to be the offspr.ing of Penelope. was 
'ndeed one of the moft antieot. belDg of the firll eight of , 
the Egyptain gods, and'was loaked upon as the fYPlbol of 
flature. His horns, fay the mythologifts, reprefent the· 
1'aya.of the (un; and the vivacity and fuddinefs of his com­
plexion, the br,ightnefS of the heavens; the ftar on his 
breall, the firmament and his feet and legs overgrown with 

, bair, denote the inferior part of the world, the earth, the 
t-ree.a and plan ts (I ). . 

. Fa4nus was the fon of· Picu~, king of the Latins, 
who ~as cplemporary with Orpheus., He reigned in 
Italy at the time that Pandion ruled Athens, and intro­
~uced both religion and hulbandry into Latium. He 
deified his father, and his wife Fauna or Fatua (3). 
He had the gift of prophecy. His fon Stercutius was alfo 
honoured on acCOunt of his fhewing how to improve land 
by 4ungiog or manuring it. Tht; Faun,alia. were kept in 
lPecember wid" feal\i!1g and much mirth" ~nd the victims 
.offered were goats., . 
I The Fluni, or children of Faunus. were vifionary beings 

much like the Satyrs, and were ufually crowned with pine. 
lfoth Faunus and they were deities oaly reg:lrded in Italy, ' 
a'nd wbotly unknown to the Greeks. 

~I) Where he had a temple afterwards. . 
. s Abbe Banier's Myth~lo Vol. I. p. S¥,. !~ Some add the was Ius Itr and a pfleftefs •. He whipped 

h~to death with mY,rtle rods for being drunk, and t~en made hcr 
. >tIDddefs; for wlilch reafon 110 myrtle was ufed In her tan· , 
',th~ vefi"els were ~onred. and the wine offered was called . 

The i 
I 
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The Fauni wen~ the hulbandmen, .the Satyrs the vine­

dreffers, and the Sylvani thofe who cut wood in the 
forells; who, as was ufual in thoCe early times, being' 
drea-ed in 'the {kins of beafts, gave rife to thoCe fabulous 
deities. 

The terreftrial nymphs were divided into feveral claffe,. 
The heathen theology took care that DO part of nature 
fbould remain uninformed or unproteaed. The Oreades. 
or OreReades, prefided over the mountains (",). Of thefe 
Diana had a thoufand -ready to atteud her at her pleafure. 
It is faid, they 6rft reclaimed men from eating or devouring 
each other, and taught the ufe of vegetable food. Melilfa, 
one of ther::, ·was the invent.rers of honey {Sl. The Na·' 
pez were the tutelar guardians of v.allies and flowery 
meads. The Dryades inhabited the forefts and woods, 
reflding in their particular trees, with which they were 
thought t~ be coeval, as feveral inftances prove (6). The 
oak. 'IVa... generally their choice. either from its l\reDgth o.r 
duration. Some were called Hamadryades, whoCe ex­
ifience was infeparably united to that of ~he tree thty 
animated. The Naiades were the nympbs of brooks an~ 
. rivers; the Limniades frequented the lakes i and the 
Ephydriades. deligbted in fprings and fountains. Thus 
aU the face of nature became enlivened by tbe force of 
·tmagination, and the poets did lIot fail to improve fo 
ample a field for defcription. The mythologifts dellroy 
'all this fine landfcapt', by makirrg the nymphs only 
ngnify the univerf.ll moillure which is diffufed through 
all nature. 

There were .1/0· celeftial nymphs of • higher rank, 
who attended the Dii Majores. Jupiter boalis of his in 
Ovid (1). The Mufts were'tbe nymphs or attendants 
of Apollo, lIS' 'the Halfarides, or Mznades, belonged 'to 

Bacchus. Juno had fourteen who waited on her (8) 

(4) Sonie make them five only, and call them the daughters of 
Hscatzus; but Homer ftyles them the olFspl'ing of Jupiter. 

(5) Whence the bees are called Mehfiil:. 
(6) Areas prefer.vinga decayed oak, by watering the roots, was 

rewarded by marrying the nymph who refided in il. 
(7) Ovid Metam. Lib. I. 
(I) VirgillEneid I. 75. . ' -" 

I z perfo 
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perfono; and Neptune had no lefs than 6fry Nereides at 
°his beck, on which account he was ca,lled Nymphagater. 
or the captain of the nymphs (9). 

The ufual facrifices 10 Ihefe deities were goats; but 
more commonly milk, oil, honey, and wine. The 
onymphs were always repreftonted as youllg and' beautiful 
virgins, and dre1Ted in luch a manner as was fuitable to I 

the charatler afcribed to them. 
, To the train of Pan we may join two rural goddeffes. 
-of whom the fi ft is Feronia, or the goddefs of woods 
and orchards (I). The Lacedemonians °firii introduced 
her worfhip into Italy under Evander, and built her a 
'temple in a grove near mount SaraEle. This edifice 
being fet on fire, and extinguifhed, the neighbours re;.. 
folved to remove her fiarue, when the grove became 
,reen again of a fudden (z). Strabo tells lis, that her 

'priefts ot votaries could walk barefoot over burning coals 
lln'hurt. Slaves received the cap of I1berty in her ttmple. 
on whic-h account they regarded her as their pltroners. , 

Pales' was the protetling deity of fhepherds and pa:f­
tura~. Her feffival was obferved ~ the country people 
in May, in' rhe open fields, and the offermgs were 
milk, and cakes of millet, in order t~ engage her to 
defend their flocks from' wild beafill. and iAfetlious dif­
cafes. Thefe ft'afts were called Palilia., Some make 
Pales the fame with Vt:fia 0" ~ybele. This godders 15 
reprefented as an old woman. 0 

Both thefe deitie$ \'I(ere peculiar'to the Romans, and 
wholly unknown Hi Greece. 0 

C HAP. LVII. 
~ Of PIU;\PVI and TEIlMINJ1S. • 'p R I A PUS was, as the generality of authors agrer.1 

' the fon of Bacchus and Venus (3)' This goddefs 
meeting him in his return from his Indian expedition, I 

, I 

191 See Hefiod and Pindar.. '. 
J From Fero, to bear orlroduce. 
:& This miracle is afcribe to other deities • 
. 3 Some make him the fon of Bacchus and Nais i others fay 

Cbione was his mo,hcc. 
their 
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their amorOUF congrers produced this child, wh., was born 
at lampf<lcus (4), but fo ~formed, that his mother, 
alhamed of him, ~bandoned him (5) - Being grown up~ 
the Inhabitants of that plllee hanilhed him their territory; 
(III account of his vices; but being vifited' with an epide­
mical diftaft",. upon conrulling the Oracle of Dodona, 
he was recalled (6). And temples were eretted to him' 
as the tu!elar deity of vineyards and garden~, to defend. 
them· from thieve~ and birds ddl:rut\ive to the fruit. 

PriaHus had fi=.Ieral names. He was called Avifiupor 
fbI' HIe reafon jult mentioned. The ritle of Hellefpon­
tiacult was given him, becaule Lampfacus was feated on 
that {height or arm of the fea. It is uncertain how he 
F\mF,,81._~c epith~_o.!:.", Bo~us ,neus arcribed. to him b, 
affigned him· on a very osrce~ 'If .... aod .~afcinum were 
whole figure conveyed' fuch an Idea of uglinefs and lewd­
net's, that the poets generally treat him witb great con .. 
tempt (7). The facrifice offer~d him was the ~fs, eirher 
becaufe of the natural uncomebnefs of that ammal, and 
its ftrong propenfity to venery, or, becaufe, as fome fay,. 
Priapus attempting the challity of Vella when afleep, fhe 
was awakened by the braying.of old Silenul.his afs,. and 
fo efcaped the injury drfigned her; . 

This deity i$ ufualJy rrprefenred naked and obfcen&, 
with a Itern countenance, matted hair, and carrying a 
wooden [word 18), or fickle in his hand. His body.endtd 
in a filapelefs trunk or block of, timber. 

SOD}e of the MythoJogills make his- birth. allude to 
that radical mOllbre, which fupports all·. vegetable pro­
duBions, and which is. produced by Bacchus and Venus, 
thaI is, the folar heat, and the water, or liquid matter. 
whence Venus is faid to fpring. The- wodh':p of this 

, ,(~)' A city of Mylia at the mouth of tS-e Htllefpont. 
(5) Some fu:y that Juno being called'to a/liA: at the labour, out 

of1i;llred to Bacchus the {on of her rival Semele, (poilt the infant 
in the binh. 

(6) Others fay, that die women of Lampfacus prevailed on 
their hulbands to recall him. 

(1) Horat. Satyr VIII. 
1l:S) Virgil, Georg. IV. 

infamoul 
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infamous deity was taken fmm the Syrians of Lamp­
tacns. 

With Priapus we may afiociate Terminus, a very an­
tient deity amongft the Romans, whore wodhip was fidt 
infiituted by Numa Pompilius, who erected him a temple 
on the Tarpeian Hill (9)' Th~ deity was thought to 
prefide over the ftones or landmarks, called Termini, 
which ~ere held (0 facred, that it was facrilege to move 
them, and the criminal becoming devoted to the gods, 
It. was lawful for any man to kill him. 

The feafts called Terminali3, were celebrated annlJall, 
abollt the end of February, when the antient Termim, 
Of landmarks, were carefully v.ifittd and crowned with 
garlands. At firft the racrifices to thefe rUlal deities. wer~ 
"Yery fimple, fuch as wheat cakes, and ~.~_~_'ptft:,jqWfims 
the field, witll . .Il'il.t,JS- 'tha't ga~e fuck , whofe blood was 
fptinkled upon the ftones. 

The ROl)1an Tumini were fquare llones, or polls, 
much refembling our mile ftones (2). 

C HAP. LVIII. 

Of FLORA. 

T HE poets make -this godders the fame with Chlo­
ris the wi 'e of Zeph}TUS (3, mentioned by 

Ovid; but the hittorians agree that fhe was a celebrat­
fd Roman courtfzan, who having amafi"ed a confider­
able fortune by her profeffion, made the Roman people 
her heirs, on cond ition that certain games, called flora­
Jia, might be annually celebrated on her birth day. 
The renate, to give a glofs to fo infamous a proftitution 
of religion, prHended this f~ftival wa~ clefigned in ho­
nour of Flora, a certain Sabine godders who prefided 
over flowers. Thefe fports were held in the Campus 
Martius, and proclaimed by /oulld of trumpet. No wo- I 

(9) Which was open at top. 
C 1) To ihew that no force or violence lhould be ufed in fettliog 

mutual boundaries. 
(1.) Ovid Fafti, Lib. II. 
(3) Ovid FaCti. 

O'9'''edbyGOOgle· 
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women appeared at them, but the moll immodeft of the 
[ex (4). Yet when Cato, 'during hjs cenforlhip, came 
to behold them, they fufpended the ceremonies througb 
'ham-e, till' he though~ fit to withdraw; fuch an influence 
had the virtue of one man over a corrupt and diif'olute' 
multitude. . 

Flora,'s image, in the temple of Callor and ponux, was 
drefl'ed in a clofe habit, holding in her hands the flowers 
of peas and heahs; for, at the c~lebration of her rites. 
the zdiles [eattered thefe and other pulfe amongfl; the 
people (Sl. The modern poets and painters have fet off 
her charms 'in a more Iaviib manner, and not Without' 
Tearon, ,6m:e no part of nature affords (ueh innocent and 
uCJ.uifire entertainment to the fight and fineH, ts the 
!Variety which adorns, and, the od.urs which·embalnl, the 
floral world. 

C H A~p,. LIX. 

()f. Po M OJt..,A ~ and V I i. TVM'N us. 

'THE godders Pomona was a Lalian nympb; wh~ 
! - that nation honoured as a tutelar deity of olcbiuds 
.nd fruit trees. Vert.umnus (the Prot~s of the Roman 
J'itu,al) (6) was the god of tradelffien,and, frail) the 
-power he had of aifuming allY ibape, was believed to 
prefide over the thoughts of mankind. His fcftivals, 
callc;d Vertumnalia. were celebrated in Otlober. 

Vertumnus IU$ eouctihip makes one of the molt: ele~ 
g311tand entertaining .!lories in Ovid (7). Under the 
~ifguire of an old. woml\n he viuted the gard~ns of 
-pomoflil, whom he fOllnd .employed in loo~ing after her 
plantations. He arlfully praifc:s tbe beauty (It her fruit. 
and .. commends the: care wkich pr04uced it. Thence, 
from the view of the vine, (upported by the elm. he 
infinuatrs to her the nee~ffity- and pleafure of a roan'ied 
life. The gadders heard all his eloquenc~ ,with alJ 

14~ Juvenal, Sat. VI. . '. 
5 See Valerius Maximus, Lib. II. 
6 Becaufe of the tlim3 or fluauation. to which trade isfubjea. 
7) Ovid, Lib. XIV. 62.:1. . 

I ... indifferent 
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indifferent ear. Her htart remained untouched, till. 
throwring off his difguife, th~ god a(fumed his youthful 
heauty, and by his form foon gained the godder,'s 
confent. 

Some imagine Vertumnlls an emblem of the year, 
whicb, though it ailumes different dreffe&, according to 
the different feafons, is at 110 time fo agreeable as iB 
lIutumn. when the harveft is crownt:d, and the licheft 
fruits appear in their full perfetliou and hifire. The 
hiltonans fay, that thi9 god was an anlient Tufcan 
prince, who firft taught his.. fubjects to plant orcharfis, 
and to graft and prune fruit trees; whence he is raid to 
have married Pomona 

Borh thefe deities were unknowll to the Greeks. and 
only honoured by the Romans •. 

C HAP. LX. 

Of the LuIS an~ PENATBS. and GENII. 

T HE Lares were the offspring of Mercury. The 
nymph Lara having offended Jupiter, by difclof­

jog fome of !IIis intrigues to Juno. that deity ordered 
her tongue to be ClIt out, and banilhed her to the io­
fernal manGons. Mercury, who was appointed to con­
dua her into exile, ravilhed her by the way, and lbe brought 
forth the Lares (8). 

Thde deities not only prelided over the highfvay~. 
and the conferu.tion of the public fafety, but alfo over 
private houfes, in molt of which the Romans had a 
particular place called Lararium, where were dtpofired 
the images of their domefiic gods, the ftatues of tht.ir 
.neefrors, and the Lares. 

Their fefiival. called Compitalia, was celebrated ifl 
January, ift the open flre.ers an'd roads. At firlt b.!),s 
were facrificed to them, bllt that ravage culto.m was fOOh 
difufed, and images of w(lol and firaw (9), with the 
firfi fruits of the earth, wine, incenfe, and garlands of 

(8) Ovid Fa:t. Lib. II. 
(9) They hung up as many i~ as there ~ perron •. of all 

fexes and ages in tbe family, and a woollen ball for every fenant. 
Bowen 
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'flowers, were the offerings. When the Roman youth 
laid afide tbe bulla, Can ornament they conftantly wore 
(I) till fuurte~n years of age) they confecrated or hung 
it up to the Lares, who were regarded as infernal as wtll 
as domefiic deities. . 

The anMents fuppofed. {according to fome authors) 
that the fouls of m!n after death became a kind of de­
mons, called Lemures (z I. Thefe they Cubdivided into 
two c1affes, the one benevolent and friendly to man. 
kind, which they termed Lares; the other, who being 
wicked during life',' retained a malicious difpofition in, 
their difembodied fiate, they ftiled Larv.a:. 

The Lares were repreCenled as young boys ·with dogs 
'. {kins about their bodies (3), and with their heads co­

vered, which was a 6go of that freedom and liberty which 
men ought to enjoy in their own houfes. They had 
always the image of a dog near them, to denote 

. thtir fidelity in preferving the places allotted to tl)eir 
charge, on which accoullt this animal was peculiar.ly 
confecrated to thtm. Som.e confound. there with .. the 
-Feuates and. Genii. 

C HAP. LXr. 

Of the PENATJ!S, 

T HE Penates (4) were the deities who prefided over 
new·born infants. The anlient HetruCci called 

them Conrenre~,.or Complices, though . others make of 
tbt'm four of the Dii Majores (5). Biu there were 
three claffes or ranks of thein :thofe· whopre6ded over 

> i 

(,) The Bulla was a golden omlUIlllnt /baped like a heart, bllt 
·hll(JoW. -' 

(~) So eaRed from Remus- brother ·of.-ltemlllu .... whofe ghoft 
haunted his brother. The Lemuralia were celebrated in the .mid­
dIe of.May, during. which it was.?nlawf\11 to marry •. 

(3) Some fay the Imaltes were lu(e dogs. . 
(4) So called, tmm Penus, within, eIther .becaufe ·they·prelide· 

over lives, or were placed in the innennolt parts of >the howe. 
(5) Viz. Jupiter, Juno, Minerva and Vella. Some drop Velta: 

Others make them only two, Neptune and Apollo: Others Ca:­
}um and Terra. 

empires 

D;g,",ed by Coogle 
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empires and ftates (6); who 'had the proteflio/l of c:i­

, ties; who t()ok the care or guardianlbip of private fa­
milies, and were called the leffer Penates (7). 

Thefe domefiic gods were placed -in the utmon rece(, 
of the hOllfe. thence caUed Penetrale (8). Dardanus 
brought them from SamOlhracia to· Troy, whence, -on 
the defiruaion of that city, }Eneas tranfported them to 
Italy. 'rhey were reckoned fo facTed, that the expref­
non of driving a man from his Penates (9), was ufed to 
fignify biq being profcribed; or expelled his coulltry. 

Dionylius, of Htlicarnaffus, lib. I. fays, that he had 
feen them at Rome under the figure of two young men 
ntting, w~th (pears in their hands. 

C HAP. LXII. 

Of the GENII. 

SO M E do not difiinguifh betwem' thefe and the 
Penates, or Lares; but they were very diffetent. 

The antients affigned to every thing its guardian or 
. peculiar genius; cities, groves, fountaim, hills, were 

all provided with keepers of this kind, and to earh man 
th~ allotted no lefs tban two, one good, the other bad 
(,), who attended him from. the cradle to the grave. 
The Greeks called thfin Dzmons. They were named 
Przflites, from their fuperintending human affairs. 
, The facrifices offt'red thefe divinities were wine (:z) 

and flowers, to which, they joined incenfe, parched 
wheat and fak. Sometimes the victim 'was a fwine (3} .. 
thou'gh animal offerings were not u(ual to them. The 
Genii were repreferited under various figures, fuch as 
thore of boys, girls, old men, and e\'en ferpents. Thefe 
images were crowned with plane-tree leaves, a tree 
confecrated to the Genii. . 

!
6~ Virgil, lErieid III. 141. . 
7 lEneid VIII. 43. : 
8 See Horace. L~. 'IV. Qde .... :&6. . 
9) Virgil, .l£!1eid IV. '1..1. 

{ I~ Horace, Lib. II. Eplft. :&. ' 
'1. Perfius, Sat. VI. . 
3 Some ai'fert no blood was fuffered to be fpilt in. ~cir.raqjfi~ 

By 
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By Genius is meant the aElive power or force of na· 

tllre, from whence the nuptial bed is, ftiled genial, and 
the fame epithet given to all occalians wherdn focial 
jO} sand pledfllres are feIt. Hence alfo the expreffioDs 

. of indulging our Genius, that is, living happily, or ac-
cording to our indinations; confulting our Genius, for 
examining how far our capacity extends; and the term 
of a 8reat Genius, for an exalted or comprehenfive 
mind. The later Romans, in the degenerate days of 
the fiate. introduced the fervile flattery of fwearing by 
the Genii of their Emperors~ and the tyrant Caligula 
put feveral to death tor refuling to take the oath. 

C HAP. LXIII. 
Of ISIS, OSIRIS, and Oil U'S. 

T HESE three have been much fpoken of already, 
as having given rife to almoft all the different 

divinities of Greece and Rome. llis is faid ·to have 
been the fifier of Oliris (4), the daughter of Saturn, . 
and a native of Egypt. She married her brother, and 
fuared his throne. They governed with great equity 
and wifdom, civilizing their fubjeCls, and inftruCling 
them in hulbandry and othertifeful arts. Thefe' in. 
firuClions were delivered in verfe, and were called the 
poems of lfis (5). 

Ofiris, having conferred .the greateft benefits on 'his 
own fubjeCls, made the neccffary difpofition of his af­
fairs, committin~ the regenry to Iris, and fet otit with­
a body of forces 10' order to civilize the reft of manki/)~. 
This he performed more by the power of pc.rfuafion, 
and the fOOl.hing arts of mulic and poetry, than by the 
terror of his arms. He marched firft into Ethiopia i ' 
thence to' Arabia and India. Having traverfed Alia, he 
c:roffed the Helleljlont, and fpent fome time in 'Europe. 
Returning to Egypt, he was flain by his brother Ty­
phon; of \yhom we have fpoken .fuJficiently in tbe 
chapter of the giants. ' 

(4) Diodor. Sic, 1. 'I. 
(5) ,Platode leg. Dialog.:&. 
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When the news of this reached Coptus. where Tfi, 

then was, file cut her hair. and in deep mourning went 
e~~ry whele in fearch of the dead body; which ~he 
found at length, and concealed at Butus, Bot Typhon 
hllnting by moonlight found it ther.!. and tore it into 
many piecee, whkh ~e feattered abroad. His then tra­
vt'rfed the lakes and watery plaers i~ a boat made of 
the papyrus. feeking the mangled limbs of Oliris: where 
file found one, thfre fh~ buried it. Hence the many 
tombs afcribed to Oliris. Thus Plutarch. But Dio­
dorllS 'fay', that fhe joined the fragments, embalmtd 
and buried them at Meillphis; prevailing on .the Egyp­
tian priefls to promote his deification. in confideralioft 
of a third part of the kingdom given to them. 

Ifis afterwards. with the affiflance of her fon Orus, 
vanquifhed Typhon; reigned happily over Egypt to ber 
death. and was alfo buried at Memphis •. At Bufiris a 
mol fU»erb temple was raifed to her. She was fuc­
ceeded by her fon Orus. who completed the reign of 
the gods and demi-gods in Egypt. . . 

To do the greater honour to thefe tbeir fayourite~ 
. the Egyptians made them to reprdt nt the objeds of 
their idolatrous wodhip. The attributes of His indeed. 
when expoft.d as .the public fign of their feafls, diften:d 
.according to the different purpofes to which Ihtyapplied 

.. the figure. But at other times this goddefs was rt'pre­
fin'ted with a fiowing veil, having the earth uoder net' 
feet. her bead crowned with towers (like the Phrygian 
mother) the emblem of height and !lability; and fome. 
times with upright homs, equally e~prdlive of domi. 
nion and power; next to tbefe the ,cn:fcent; then the 
fun; and, above all, expanded wings. She has alfo 
wings, and a quiver on her fhoulder. Her lefl-hand 
holds a cornucopia, her right a throne charged with the 
cap and (cepler of Oftris. and fomttimes a fiaming 
torch; and her right arm is entwined by a lerpent. 
The imagination of the reader will prefently ct)nceive 
this to be. the fY~llbol of the ~ther. the natural parent 
lind fpirit of the ulli~crre. tomprehending and per", 
'VI ding the whole crealioD. As. fuch fbe is eafily con, 
founded with nature, which is defined by Balbus in 

CiCCl"o 
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:Cicero (6) to be <[hilt 'Which (ontains alltiluJIains the whole 
'W-()rl4" In Herodotus 1he is the fame with Ceres; in 

whb Lun;?" Cere," and l'Tio; Plutan:;h, 
with Minern, Proferpine, Lun3, thetys. By Apu­
leins, 1he is called the Mother of the 9od§, and is rhe 
]"zme s,s,zfh Ml0!fftV3, %"Ioferpfne, C!'n s, 
Juno, 7sellon;i, Hf"ea f {", , her.ua termed 
~o~etimes fA-og'~'IJ!b'~' or 'fhe (]o~difs '.I.. a. thoufo""t1 "amls. 

::n!f"Ys b~~~::~!'a~e~u~(;" (~n)? tksU5 prmnpallb £lonm,,,;s:!, 

So likewife in Herodotus, Ofiris and Bacehus are the 
fame; in Diodorus, Sol, Olins, Sera pis, Dion:!fig, 
dluto, Ammon" Jupit!'" Pan in Plutarch,.. OLi,j" 
Plato, Bacchus, Serapis, Apis, Oceanus, Sirius. H .. nce 
we fee him in gems with a radiated crown and a balket 

his ht·ad, hom, of /;snmon and h his 
Rtflnd €rident .by· He ,he great 
emblem of Ihe (olar body. 

0i:' Rt':~~I:tm:;!2":% ;~gh\~i~;;,~ mRme fiElding ; 
tween Ofiris and Ilis. He is the Herws of the Greeks, 
~d th~ Cupid_of the Romans": t~e Jon of Ofiris 7±mL 
ffifS, gnnfe p'.i1wn for each 'luser 15 fntd to 51llve 
menced in the womb, where they embraced; and Orus 

- was !h~ frui! C?f this early" conj~ntHon. The whole 
nnntamm/ thl' lRmple truth tmu ltght fUll to 
flhflm tT~' hotly 'fl~ tbe Inn, frog its firflt txjlm", througb 
thl mi"Ji of a!lhtr. But thefe themfdvfs were but na. 

nmb~:~" 'flfi~i~Slt~~~~fie~h,:~~!or~hi~Vn:e~dne;p~:~.i!'e 
holy being; His the wifdom or rule of his 

operation; Orus the lirft produaion nf his power 

(6) Ncc;ura qrue 
Pi,e Nat. neor. I. 

. (7) Or I ilia, the: woman. ""'T ."X~" 
(8) From Aor, light.. 
(9) I£id. & (?£lrid. :?3i4. 5s"0 

Coms. 
:?3iheo!llUq of th,,(?c~ 
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the model or plan by which he produced every thing, 
or the archetype of the world-( J). 

Explanation of the thrre Plates-of Ius, OSIRIS, 
and Oaus. 

There three following plates. vi~. 9f'ISIS, OSIU3, and 
OR us. were taken originally from the Bembine or 
lfiac table in the Bodleian, library. This table or 
altar. plate is df brars. full of hieroglyphics inlaid in 
filver and enamel. which coomtnte ,aD epitome of the 
whole EgyptiaR theology. It ,has bt.en defcribed. 
copied, and tlahorately explaioed. by the learned Je­
fuit, Athanafills, Kircher, ill his -~dipus ~gyptiacu$. 
vol. 3. p. 80, 8& feq Romz 16,.... 7. Hor. Apoll. 

I N this of I1is.' the top cornice over her abounds ,with 
flames, diffufed like riling ferpents, indicating light 

and life fup,ernal and dillant from the contagion of 
grofs matte,r. In thofe under neath, is the circl.: with 
expanded wings, tl)e emblein ofzther. The archi­
traves are fupported by' two columns. with alternate 
fquare diviIions of black and white, crowned with the 
head of His. At fome dillanee, on the olltfides, are two 
pilafters, decorated with flowers, from which rife two 
afpies, fymbols of warmth and moifiure conjoined, the 
fecondary caufe of . life. In the ,midft CJf this magnifi- (I 
cent throne i5 the godde1S fealed. to denote llabiJity and I 
power. From the navel to the foot her habit, is com. :1 
por~d of wings, reprefenting the -velocity, and fublimity I. 
of the rether, diffufing itfelfunwer(ally. T.hence up- I 
ward5 to the breaft, fue is full of pap~, fhewing the 
body bf the world, or: the univerfal machine, to be 
thence nouri/hed and, fupported. The collars round 
ber neck are the celefiial orbs. The great variety of 

(I) The bull Apis Was the fubftitute of Ofir~s; the name 
of the latter Sor, or Sur, fignifying a bUll, and Apis the moll 
mighty. B1rt the bull Apis 1!ad pa.I:tic,ular marks; ~d they 
added, that the Apis was animated by die foul of Ofiris. The 
Greeks ,gave, the article and ~he tenmn~tion to ~he word Ofiris; 
Co difgulfing It) that the Egyptians knew It not aialn. 

, 'created 
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l'reafed beings, is aptly lignified by the party.coloure4 
feathers of the African hen, which cover her head ill 
a fiy ing attitude. The balket <'n the back of this bird 
is the emblem of plenty, from which, on each fide, 
Iprings a leaf of the Egyptian peach j and two horns, 
which point ou t the rrercent moon, incloling a circle 
marked with the figure ot the fcarab:eus or beetle, re~ 
pre/fnting the fun. The gefture of her left. hand, is 
commanding and monitory: her right holds a fceptre of 
the flo~eling lotus. Her feat is ador.ned with the figure 
of a dog' fitting ; to intimate her dominion, according 
to Diodorus, refulgent in the dog flare Within the 
t8ble~ beneath the throne, is the body of a lion with 
the head of an hawk; at his fore-feet'a canopus, fup­
poning upright wings; embltms of earth. fire, water, 
and air. Over the back of the lion.hawk is the ferpent 

.fifmirti'd .. thiough a circle with expanded wings, ex­
tJlained in the chapter of Mercury, page 90, of whofe 

I dduceus thefe are the attributes; and on his head a 
, ereCcent, with the fun over that: By the fmall hiero­
~ glyphic charatiers near the Ifis, fhe is faid to be <[ie' 
f. )iiril if tbe 'World, plnttrating all things 'With Ihl eye of 

Di'lline ProvidEnCl; and the tOlld of the foptr;or and i". 
ftri.,. 'fA?"#s. • 

) . 
, . ' Explanation of the Plate of OSIRIS. ; O'Sl R IS, is reprefented here {eated on a tefi'elated 

I . tflrone, to exprefs dominion and vicifiirudts of day 
and night, which'dtpend upon him. He has the head 
of an hawk, a bird, from his firength of vifion, by 
which he is faid to look fieady on the meridian filii, 
frequen~ly depitied for the fymbol of the folar orb. He 
is crowned with a mitre, full of finall orbs, to intimate 
his (uperiQrity over all the globes. The gourd upon 
ttie mitre implies his atiion and influfOce upon moi­
aure~ which, and the Nile particularly, was termed by 
,.. , EgYiltjans the efflux of Ofiris. The lower part of 
hiS- habit is made up of defrending rays, and his body 
is furrout:J~ed with orbs. .His right hand is extended 
in ' .. ,c,oJ'llmanding attitude, and his left holds a: thyrfu$ 
:,r fiatf of the papyrus pl>inting out the principle of 

humidity, 

Ol9 1''''dbyGoogle 
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humidity. and the fertility thence flowing. under his 
diretlion. 

Explanation of the Figure of Olt us. 

T HE figure of Oros, which is the emblem of the 
folar tffiux, is Jovenile, is -perpetually renewed 

Bnd renewing youth a:ld vigor. He lbnds to -denote 
~he unabated atlivity of light: and is habiled in a fort 
of network, compofed of globules of light pulhing ah(j 
interfetling each other every way. He holdii a tbff 
croifed, expreffing his power in the four elemt:'nts i :aod 
on it Ihe _ head of the houp, a tranfient bird. to reprc:­
fent the cominual change of things which he produces 
by thofe dements. This flaff, the fymbol of his rule. 
is further adorned with -a gnomon and trumpet. indi. 
eating feafon and fymmetry, harmony and ordtr. At 
his back is a triangle with a globe lix.ed to it; lhewing 
the regular bdng of the world to depend upon him. 
The fides of the portal; whkh he {bnds in, are dt:co­
rated with the celefiial bodits, and on . the top of it is 
the circle with exp:1Rded wings. The hieroglyphics. en-­
graven on the ba.fe. call him. fb, Par'IIt if vlgetabl, , 
Nalllr,; the Guardia" if M'iJur,; PrDteO,r if tb, Nill;· 
Jlver"r of E·vi/s ; GflVtrt;Dr if th,. Worlds; tlw tlltlllJ1:fi-­

gUrlfJ Gqa; ,h, 4ullnr if P',,,'Y~ 

C HAP. LXIV. 

Of the CABal. 

BOCHART fays, thaf the Cabin were the Gods- -. 
the Pha:nicians, and obferves juftly that Cabi«'. cr" 

mries, both in the Hebrew and Arabic tongues. 
or Mighty: fo that Cabiri. in the plural, are T'Ji. 
GUAT or MIGHTY ONES. He that miniftred in ho1i7 
things wellt by the appellation of Cohes, -a maniftft 
corruption of the Hebrtw Cohen, pneft or interceifor. 

They are fpoken of by the names ofAxieros. Axi­
ocherfos and Axiocherfa; as three difiina Pet'ions' 
And in them our author thinks tbat h~ bas found Ceres: 

Proferpinc 
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:r H·E H EAT HEN GOD S. 18; 
I'roferpine and Pluto; tht Abbe Pluche, Ofiris, Oros 
and His; others, Jupiter, Ceres and- Bacchus. To thefe, 
the gchoJiafi: upon Apollonius has added a fourth, Caf. 
milus or Cadmilus; the fame. fays he, is Hermes or 
Mercury, whom Varro declares to be only a min iller 
auendant 011 the Cabiri. 

Several authors have confintd the app:llation of Ca­
hiri to Jupiter, Millena and Juno. Nor i. it at all 
improbable that thefe fhonld have been fo called in af. 
ter-ages, when the world in general had forfaken the 
worfhip of the creator for that of tbe creature, and un· 
derRood by thefe terms thofe thing, which mull indeed· 
be alloll'ed the mofi: proper and fign~ficant emble~s. of 
Ihe divine perfonalities (2); the folar fire being meant 
by Jupi,er (3); 'by Minerva, darting from the head of 
him, the light thence fjlringing; and by Juno, the 
..-Ether (including the air) the natural reprefentative of 
the SACIlED SPIRIT. Thefe are indeed the fame with 
the Egyptian Oliris, Orusand His. 

But in. earlier tim~s it was judged an atl of irreve­
rence to pronounce their names; which was the cafe 
ot the tetragrammaton with the Jews. They were 
therefore only fpoken of by the gt'n~ral denGmination 
of Diofcouroi, or fprung from Jove; a title afterwards 
conff rred upon Caftor and Pollux, 

Even children w~re initiated into there myfteries, and 
thought by their parents to be afterwards [eeure from 
dangers of any kind. Such a, .were permitted to par­
take of the ceremonies, were wont to affemble in a 
wood or grove, whieh was hE'ld facred and b~came a 
fanaulry.~ By the initiation men were believed· to be~ 
come more holy, juft and pure; and it is faid that. 
none ever duly performed the ceremonies, without be­
ing amply rewarded for his piety. 
. As to· what is faid of a man's being facrificed in thefe 
myfic:ries upon fome txtraordinary occalion ; J cannot 
find the afferlion to be well-grounded. Julius Firmicus 
intimates, that the Caltiri were three brothers, one of 

(~) Sic lioPlines no'Vere Deos, 'Juos arduus .lEther 
Owalt, fS colitu,. pro Jove forma Jovis. OVID • 

. { ,) Macrob. 1. 1. c. 2.3. Plato in Phzd. Orpheus, &c. 
WCOIl1 
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whom was llain by the other two, and then deified. 
and fpedks of his worfhippers, a~ holding up thfir 
bloody -bands to the once-bleeding; which may refer 
either to thrir hands being embrued in the blood of the 
orc.linary .iBims, or to Ihe warlike dirpolition of thar 
conquering people (Macedonians). But, if the thing -be 
faa, it mull have proceeded from an afi"urancethat 
fuch a faclilice was one day or other to promote the 
happinefs of mankind (4)' -

C HAP. LXV. 

-Of the inferior DIlTIU attending Mankilld (rom their 
Birtb to th~ir Deceafe. 

I T would be a ta1k almoft endlers to enter into a 
minute detail of the inferior deities acknowledged by I 

the Greeks and Romans. 'The names of thefe vifionary 
bt:ings occur fa feldom in the clame authors. that it is 
fufficient barely to mark theil' denominations. 

DUling pregnancy. the tutelar powers were the god 
Pilunulus (S), and the goddefi"es Intercidoni. (6), an6 
Deverra. (7). The fignification of thefe names feems 
to point out the neeeffity of warmth aDd cleanlioefs to 
per Ions in this condition. 

Befides the fupcrior goddefi"es Juno~Lucian, Diana .. 
l!ythia, and Latona, who all prefidtd at the birth. there 
were the goddefi"es Egeria (8), Profa (9). and Mana­
geneta (I). who with the Dii Nlxii (2). h~ all the 
care of women in labour. 

(4-) This was alfo tile leading opinion of the Brltilh DNids ; 
Pro Yita HOIIIill;l lIiji rita Hominu rldtiatur. _ fXJ./fo IIlitor DI­
orum immortalium numen platar; arbitrantur. Ca:I. Comm. 1. 
,. c. J$' -

(5) Either from Pilum, a Petile ; or from Pello, to drive away, 
bec3ufe he procured a rOlfe delivrry. 

(6) She taught the art of cutting wood with a hatchet to male 
fires. 

(7) The inventrefs of brooms. 
(8) From calting out the ~irth. 
(9) Aulus Gelhus. chap. xix. 
(I) lElian. 
(a) From Enitor, to ftrugg1e. See Aufonius, Idyll. n. 

To 
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To children, Janus performed the office of door­

keeper or midwife, and in this quality was affined by 
the godders Opi$, or Ops. (;) ; .Cunia rocked .the cradle 
while Carroenta fLIng their den my ; Levana hfted them 
from the grouRd (4) ; and Vegitanus took care of the.m 
when they cried; Rumina (,) walchrd them while 
they Cuckled; Potiaa fU~l\i~ed them with dlin~ ; a~d 
Educa with food or nourdhment; Offilago k.lllt their 
bone~ and Carna (6) firengthened their cODftitutions; 
Nundina (7) was tbe goddefs of children's purification; 
Statilinus or ;Statanus, inftruc9:ed them to walk, and 
kept tnem from falling; Fabulinus learnt them. to prat­
,Ie t .-he:- goddefs Paventia preferved them from frights 
(~), Hind Camzna learnt them to flnp;. 

Nor was the infant, when grown to riper years, left 
without. hill p'totetlors; Juventae was the god of ~outh.l 
Agenona excited __ to aaioo; and the goddeRes St1~ 
.ulaaDd Stnnua infpired courage and vivacity; Horta 
(9) infpired the love of faille or glory; and Sentia gave 
thnn· the fentiments of probity and jufiice; Q!.lles was 
the gaddefs of repofe or eafe (I); and [ndolena, or lazi. 
Jlefs, was'deified by the name of Murcia (2); Vacuna 
proteeled the. id~; Adeona alld Abeona. fteured peopl, 
in goiag-abroad and returning (3); and Vibilia, if (hey 
wandered, was fo kind to put them in the rjght way 
again; FelfoRia refreful!d the weary and fatigued; an" 
~jtrina' healed the fickly (4); Vitula was .the patro-

(3f Some make her the fame with Rhea or Vefla • 
. (+) Amonglt the Romans the midwife alway's laid the child on 
the ground, ancl the father, or fomebody he appointed, lifted it up, 
hence the expreffion of tollere Liberos, to educate children. 
mi~'~ ~h~ goddef~ had a temple at Rome, and her offerings were 

(6) On the blends of June facrilices were offered to Carna, of 
bacon and bean· flour cakes, whence they were calltd Fabarise. 

(7) Boys were nam~ always on the 9th day after the birth, girls 
on the 3th. 

. 9i She had a temple at Rome, whIch always flood oren. Is) From Pavorema vertendo. . 

I~ She h:ld.atemple witholltthe walls. 
2. Murda bad her temple on mount A\·entine. ' 
1 From Abeo to go away, and Alleo to come. 
4) The fefbval of this godders wa~ in September, when the 

Romans drank. new wine mixed with old by way of phylic. 
. lIelS 

______ ----~=-·~R ______________ _ 

.r 
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ner, of mirth and frolic (;); Volupia the godders who 
bdtowed plellfure (6;; Orbona was addrell"ed, that pa­
re~ltS . might nM lole Iheir offspring I Pellonia averted 
mlrchlefs and dangers; and Numeria taught people·to 
caft and keep accounls; Angl!rona (7) cured the an­
gui/h or forrows of the· miOlI.; Hzres-Martia frcured 
hdrs the eftates they expetled; and. Stata~ or Statua­
lrhter, feeured the torum, or market place. from fire; 
e'en the tbieves had a protetlrefs in Lavern. (8); 
Averruncus prevented fudden misfortunes; and Conlus 
was always difpofed to give good advice fo fuch as 
wanted it; VolumRus infpired men with a difpofilion ... do 
well; and Honocus raired them to preferment and honouTS • 

• Nor was the marriage fiate without its peculiar de­
fenders. Five deities were efieemed fo nerdl"dry, that 
no marriages were folemnized arlth"ut lI1king their fa-. 
vours; thef.: were Juplter-perfetlus. or the Adult, Junot 
Venus, Suadela (9), and Diana. 

-Jugatinus tied the nuptial knot, Domiducus ufuered 
the bride home. Dom-itius taok care to" keep her "there, 
and prevent her gadding abrQad;. Manturn. preferved 
the conjugal uniun entire;_ Virginenfr.; (.) looted the 
bridle zone or girdle; Viriplaea was- a pt"opilious.. god­
defs ready 10 reconcile Ihe married couple in cafe of any 
accidental difference; Mat.lta was the patronefs of ma­
trons, no maid fervant being fuffered to enter her tem­
.pie; Mena and Februa (z) were the goddell"es who re­
gulated the female Catamenia j "the .l:oQdefs Vacuna (.v 

~5~ From Vitulo, to leap or-dance. - .-
6 From Volupta!'.· • 
-7 In a ~at murrain which deftro}'ed tlieir oattle, the Romans 

invoked thi.s goddelS, and ~ ~el1loved the plague. • 
(8) The Image was a head Without a body. Horace mentIons bert 

Lib. I. Epift. XVI. 6o. fhB had-a temple with:lut the walls, which 
gave the name to the Porra Lavemalis. 

(9) The goddefs ot eloquence, or perfuafion, who had. always a 
,reat hand In the fuecefs of cotirtfnip. 

~ I~ She was allo calledCinltiaJullO~ 
:& From Februo. to urge. 
3 She was an old Satin~deity. Some make her the fame with 

Ceres; bllt Varro imagines her to be the goddefs of viEtory. the 
:b-uits of which are eaJe and repo1e. _ . 

is 
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is mentioned by Horace' (+) as having her temple at 
Rome; the rullicks cdebratt'd her ttllival in December, 
after'tbe harveft was got in (5). . 

The an~ifnls aligned the \larticular parts of tbe b;>dy 
to ,peculiar deities; the bead was facrelil to Jupiter, 'he 
breaft,to Neptune, 'the, waill: to Mars, the torehead to 
Genius., the eyebrew. to JUl1o, 'he eyes to Cupid, the 
ears 10,lI4emo,y, the right.hand to Fides or Veritas 
the- back to Pluto, the reins to Venus, the knees to 
Miferiwrdia, ,or Mercy, the legs to Mercury, the feet 
to Thetis, and the fingers to Minerva (6). 

The godders who prefided over funera's was Libitina 
(7)' whofe temple at Rome, the undertakers furniftu:d 
with all the neceftaries for the interment of the poor or 
.rich; all dead bodks were carrit:d through the Porto Li. 
bitina, and the Rationes Libitinz, mentioned by Sue­
!onius, very nearly anfwer our bills of mortality. 

» 

C HAP. LXVL 

Of the inferior'Rural DEITIES. 

'TH E· Romans were not rontent with the grel\t 
variety of gods,wllieh filled their ritual. They 

wtfe daily inventing new deities of an inferior order, 
to an(wer the demands of fuperftition. and ;ncleafe the 
-kaleAdar. Rufina- thus became the lIame for a goddefs, 
who prefided over the country in general. Collina had 
the charge of the hills, and Vallona the ,infpedion of 
the vallies; Hippon. was. the ~ardian of ftable9 and 
horres; and. Bubona ,took care of oxen j Seia~ or SeJe­
tis, . watched the feed till it {prouted; and Runcma 

, *! Ho~ce, Lib •. I. Ef.ift. so. 49. 
1 ; Of,d !Fait, Lib. V • 

I . From, this diltribution arofe, perhaps, the kheme of our mq· 
clem aJ.b'olog~n, who liffign the different parts of the body to (he ce­
lClftial-J:.P.I,ft~U.atiQIl$. Qr lign~ of the Zodi.ac; as the head to Aries the 
na to '1'aUI119, the fhoulden to Gemini, the heart to Cancer, the 
I>teaft to-Leo, the 1K1tv to Virgo, the reins to I,.ibra; the fecrets to 

- sCorpio, the thiglis to Sagittarus, the knees to Capriccl"Il, the legs to 
Aq"arius, and the feet to Pifces. .,' 

{1) lWmecQllfollod this gadders withProferpine, otl=s with Ven'!Jlll""' 
. ~e~-



190 FABULOUS HISTORY OP 

weeded the young corn1 Sarritor was the god of (ow~ 
ing, and Occator of harrowing; Robigus kept the 
blights or mildew away (8); Stercutius manured or 
-dunged the ground; Nodotus, or Nodorus, -took care 
to ftrengthen and kntt the ftalks of the corn; Volufia. 
watched the blade; Patelina unrolc.ted the· ear; LaBu­
('iiia filled it; and Matura brought it to due ripeners; 
Heftilina produced a plentiful crop; and Tutelina toolt 
care to reap and get it fafe in; Pilllmnus kneaded the 
bread; and Fornax (9) baked it; Mellona was the god­
defs of honey; bllt the truth is, thefe fanciful deities 
are (0 little mentioned in authors, that we may call 
them the refufe or ~cum of the gods. 

C HAP. LXVIT. . 

Of THEMIS, AST1tI!A, ~nd NUUSIS. 

T H E MIS was the daughter of Czlum and Terra, 
and the godde(s of law~, ceremonies and oracles. 

Jupiter conrulted her in the giants war. and afferwards 
efpoufed her; fbe inftrut\ed Deucation how to re-peo­
pIe the world after the deluge, aDd was; rather indeed a 
moral than an hiftorica1 deity, as Ihe figaiJies that pow-
er which rewards virtue and punifbes vice., . 

To Jupiter, Themis, befid9 a numerous offspring, 
already (poken of, bore the goddefs Aftrza, who· refid­
ed on earth during the golden. age, and inrpired man­
kind with the. principles of juflice and equity; but as 
the world grew corrupted. file ret .. rlled to beaven ( I l, 
and became that conftellttion .in the Zodiac, which is 
called Virgo. This gocIdefs is repr,efented with ,her eyes' 
-bound or blinded, having-.a fword in.QM. ~d •. and in 
the other a pair of balances equally paifed. _ 
. Nemefis was the daughter of -Jupiter and Neceffity 
(2). She had the title at .Adraftea, becaufe Adrafius. i 

__ ------------------~~--------------------------I 
(Ill ~is ~eftival, called Robi~ia. was celebra~in the beginning 

of 'May. ".... , . 
{9~ Ovid Fefti. Lib. VI. ~ • . < • 

(I Ten-as Aftrel nliquit. 
"~"(:l Others fay of Oceanus and Nox. 

king 
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'king of Argos, ficlt: raifed an altar to her. She had a 
ruagnifit:ent temple at Rhamnus in Attic~. with a fta­
tue. She is reprefented with a ftern afpea, haying ill 
-one hand a whip, in the other a pair of fcales. 

C HAP. LXVIII. 

Of the Gadders FORTUNA, or FORTUNE, and the other 
VIR,TUES and Vices deified by the Antients. 

FOR"fU~E was thought to haye fo great a thare in. 
human affairs, that it is no wonder the Romans 

made her a geddefs: juvenal, however, is not a little 
revere upon .his countrymen {3} for this choice; . and 
Horace expre1fes, if not an ahfolute contempt for (4)" 
yet at btft a very mean opinion. of this deity, BIlt 
whatever fentiments the philofophecs or poets might 
entertain of her, they did not lelfen her in the fight of 
the vulgar, who paid her much veneration. 

This goddefs had a. variety of epithets; fhe was: 
termed Regia and Aurea, from an image of her ufualJy 
kept in the. apartment of the Crefars. I n the capital the; 
was· worfhippedby the title of Bona, but 'her temple at 
the ~fqui1ia: was confecrated by. the name of Mala. Sbe 
was called Conferntrix, Manens and Felix, in antient 
jn'fcriptions, to denote the happinefs fhe bellows. 00-' 
mitian' confecrated her a chapel by the ftile of Redux, 
and in (orne antient monuments fhe is called Stata. 
The names of Barbata and Pan were given her hv 
Servius Tullius, who dedicated a thrine to her (,); 
/he was alfo termed Creca, not unjuftly, on account of 
the injudiciolls driftribution of her favours. She was 
ho ... oured at Rome by the title of IO:ortuna Equellris 
(6). In a temple fhe had near that of Venus, the ,bore 
che appellations of MaCeula and VirlIis. At 'other 

f3~ SatyrX. . . , 
... Lib. I. Ode XXXIV. 14. . . '. 
5 He alfo called her Qbfequens, from het favouring his wilhes~ 

Horace called her Saeva on a quite contrary. account. ' 
(6) This temple was ereB:edin purfuance of a vow of the prae­

tor <l.:. Fulvills Flaccus, foe a viflory he obtained in Spain by 
cneatls of, his cavalry. 

times 
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times file was named Mammofa (7'. PI imogenia. (8), 
and Privata, or Propria (9) In the qualilY of Fortu­
na· Virgo, coats of young children w~e offered to her 
before they put them on; and file was Riled Vifcata, or 
\ ileofa (,), on account of her alll.ring or attraaing 
people by her deceitful kindnefs. -. 

The principal telnple of this godders W3S at Pne­
nefie, whence fhe 'Was called ·Przneftina. ~he is ufu­
ally reprefeoted blind. ftanding on a wheel in a moving 
anitude, and holding a cornucopia. from whmce fIl.: 
pours wealth, and all the emblems of profperity~ Ho­
race has given a very mallerly piflure of her in aD ode 
to Mzcenas (z). 

She is fometimes figured in a flying attitude., with 
broad wings, founding a trumpet, and her flying robe 
wrought all over with eyes, ears IHId tongues. to denote 
rhe furprize, attention and difcourfe fue excites. Virgil 
h) has given an inimitable defcliption of her, Dor dots 
Ovid faU much Otort of him I"'. 

Peace is a hi effing fo uJ!iverfally. efteemed. that it is 
no wonder if Ote was deified. The Athenians (accord­
ing to Plutarch) erefled her an altar: with her flatue. 
attended· by that of Plulus the god of riches. to fbow 
that fue was the (ource of plenty. At Rome Ote ha..1 a 
magnificent temple in the Forum (51, whi~h was' COB-

fumed by fire in tHe reign of Com modus. . 
On medals, this goddefs is reprefented beton: an ,al­

tar. fetting fire with a torch in her left"hand to.a pile' of 
arms, and with the'other holding an olive ~raftch. Be­
hind he'r, on a column, .ppears the -image of a naked 
body or man e.xtending his arma in a rejoicing pofture 

~7~ Either from her having large hr .. ais, or the plenty lhe fupplies. 
S • From her giv;ng birth to the city and empire. -
9 From her favouring particular perrons. Thefe two lall: ap-

~l ations were give~her by Sel"Vius TuUus, a very great admu:er 
of her divinity. \ . . -. 

(I) From Vifcus, birdlime. Hence Seneca fays., Beneficia/MId -'lJiftJa, obligations are catching. !2. Horace, Lib. III. Ode XXIX. 49. 
3 Virf:il, lEneid I. 

..... 4 OvKi, Meram. ~2., 63' . 
5 Begun by Claudius, and finilhed by Vefpalian. 

(6). The-
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l6); The poets g~nerally introduce her in company with 
the moti 1hining virtues (j). And - Virgil reprefenls 
bet as ,be common wilh of mankind (8). Claudian 
has compofed hfr panegyri.. in a very diftingui1hed 
manoer. Sometimes fhe appears like a matron hold­
jng a bunch or cars of corn, aod crowned with olive, 
or rofes. 

The goddefs Concordia, or Concord, was another 
divinity of the Romans. At the requeft of his mother 
Li1ia, widow of AugllftUS, a temple was dedicated to 
her bl! Tiberius at Rome. She had feveral other mag. 
lIificent temples; in one of thefe were depofited the 
rich fpoils of the temple of Jeruralem. 

Virtue and Honour had their temples at Rome. That 
to Virtue was eretled by M. Marcellus (9), and was 
the only pafTage to the temple of Honour, to fbew that 
worthy .awns· were the true foundation of lafting 
fame. The facrifices to Honour were performed by 
the prietis bare-headed. 

Virtue was reprefeoted like an elderly matron fitting 
on a fquare fton.e; in antient medals they Ilppear joint­
ly l however, upon fome of Gordian and N umeniu, 
flse is found in the figure of an old man with a beard. 

Fides, or Faith, had a temple near the capitol, 
founded b3! .Numa Pompilius. No animals were of. 
rered, or blood. fpilt in the facrifice~. during the per. 
formante of her rites, her priefts were cloathed in white 
.eltments, and tbeir heads and hand. covered with 
linen clotb; to d1ew that fidelity ought to be (ecfet. 
Her fymbOl was a while dog and .a figure where two 
women arc; joining hands, reprefents the g,odders. 

Hope is another of the paffions deified by the Ro. 
maos. She had a temple in the herb-market. which 
was confumed by lighlning. On medals fhe appears in 
aftanding attitude, with her left· hand holdiog up lightly 

(6) The le~nd of tbis medal, which was ftruck by Ver"afian on 
the conqueR: of Jud$la, is Piti O,.bi, <['NTa,.u",. On a medal of his 
{on Titus, fhe is letn with a palm in one band and a {ceptl'e in the 
other, the infcription Pax .lEtemll. ' 

~7~ Horace, Calmen Sec. 57. 
a .lEneidXI. 36:&. 
9 So~ to Auguftus.r 

K 
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her 100fe robes. and leanin$',on 'her elbow; in her right 
the bas a plate. 'in which IS 'Placed a ciborium, or cu~ 
falhioned like a flower, with tbis infcription, Spes. P •. R­
the hope of the Roman people (I J. In the modern 
flatues aDd paintings., her .charatleriftic is a golden 
anchor; 

Pie\ly. 'Or filial Affeaion.had a chapel at !tome, -con:-
f(crated, by the Duumvir Attilius. Glabrio. on are • 

. markable occafion: "A man being f('ntenced to hard 
., imprifonment. his' daughter who was then a nurfe, 
... daily vifited him. and w2sth1fUy fearched by the 
." gaoler, -to fee the brought co food to the prifo'!er • 
.ce At laIft-a .difcoYerywas made. iliat 1I1e fupported hillJ 
.. with her milk. This inftance of piety gained her 
4( father's freedom. They were both 'afterwards fupport • 
.. ed at the public 'e%pence, and the place was confe ... 
• 1 crated ·to this godders (z).·· . ~ 

Pudiciti1l. orChaftity. W1IS honoured at Rome under 
two names. Into the temple of Pudicitia Patricia. none 
were admitted but ladies of noble birth. Virginia. the 
daughter of Aulus. havillg married a Plebeian, fo of. 
fended thefe, ,that they exc:luded her their affemblies; 
upon which Virginia called a meeting of the plebeian 
matrons, dedlca'ed a chapel to thill goddefs by the name 
of Pudicitia Plebeian (3). Her fpeech on ttiis 'occafioll 
was truly ,reat: " I dedicate," fays the. " this alta,f' 
.. to Pudicnia Plebeia. and defire you wilt adore Cha • 
.II flit)' as much as the men do Honour; and I with 
" that this temple may be frequented by pufer votaries 
&, (if poffible) than that of Pudicitla Patricia," In both 
of thefe temples no matron was permitted to facrifice 
unlers file had an unblemilhed chata8er. and was but 
once married. In medals this deity is reprefented unde~ 
the figure of a woman veiled, pointing 'with the fore­
finger of her right-hand to her face, to fignify that 1he I 
had no leafon to bluth.. I 

Mercy. or Clemency, bad an altar at Athens. ereaed. I 
by the kindred of Hercules. At Rome was a temp~ I 

(I~ The reYerfe is ahead of Adrian. 
(2. Pliny's Nat. Hift. Lib. VII. cap. 36. • 
(3 All matrons who married but once. were honoured \Vith the 

Corona Pudicitiz, or crown of chaftity. • ...., 
. dedlca~ 
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dedicated to the Clemency of Czfar (4'. Botb the ROo 
~ans and Greek. gave the name of Arylum to lb. 
temples each had ereCkd to this gadders. ' . 

Trlllh, according to 'Plutarch, was the daughter of 
Saturn and Time, and the motber of Virtue, and was 
reprefented as a beautiful, ),ounct virgin of a proper fta­
ture, modeftl)' clad' in a robe, whofe whitends refembled 
that of fnow. Democritus, to give an idea of th.e 
difficulty of her being found, fays that the is concealed 
in the bottom of a well. 

Liberty was jO much the delight of the Romans, that 
it WliS but natural for them to imagine her a goddefs. 
alid to confecrate to her temples and ahars. She was 
reprefenlfd in a form of a virgin cloathed in' whife. 
holding a fceplre: in her _right-hand, and a cap in her 
left. 

Good Senfe, or Underftanding (mens], was honoured 
with an altar in the Capitol. by M. ..£miliu$; anu 
AtUitls the prztor ere8ed her chapel. 

Faufiitas, or the public Felicity and Welfare, had 
many altars, and was adored both by the Greeks lind 
Romans: the former bonoured this goddefs under the 
names of Endaimonia and Macaria. The Athenians' 
conrulting an oracle on the fdeeers of a baltk, were 
informed, that they 1hould win the vi8:ory if one of 
the children of Hercules would fubmit to a voluntary 
death ': on this Macaria. one of his daughters, killeu 
her(elf, and the Atheni~ns becoming viCtorious, paid. 
her ,ado!ation under. the name of Felicity, She was 
repre(ented in paintinJ as a lady cIoathed in a purple 
veftment trimmed with mver, fitting on an imperial 
throne. and holding in one hand· a caduceus, a{1d ill 
the other a cornucopia. . ' 

ViClory 'was honoured by reveral natons as' a god­
;defs. According to Hefrod, /he was the daughter of 
,Styx and Pallas : /he was ,painted -by the antieDls in the 
~rm of a woman clad in cloth of gold, and is rtpre­
Ifentel:l on fOlTle medals with wings, flying through the 
~ir~ holding a palm in one hand,. and a Idwrtl crown in 
" 

'r'+) This temple was built by a decree of the Senate. after the 
lb of Julius CzfJr. ' 

K a - the 
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,the other, in ,others fhe is to be feen fianding upon a 
810be, with ,the fame crown and branch of palm. 

The goddefs Salus, or Health. had a temple at Rome 
.near the gate" from thence 'Called Porto Salutaris; and 
as the bleffings fhe beftows are known to al~ fo no 
doubt but fhe had a great number of votaries. She \\8S 

Teprefented by It woman fitting on a throne, and holding 
a globe in her hand. Near her lood an altar, with a 
fnake entwined round it. In this temple was perform-
ed the Augurium Salutis, a ceremony which Auguftus 

tevived from defuetude.h was a day fet apart an~ 
filially, .for enquiring of the gods by divination, whe­
ther they would aUow the people to pray for peace 1 
On this day the Roman arm.ies were futbid - to march 
.,r engage. It is worthy of remark, that the priefts of 
this temple had arrogated to themfelves the fole pri­
'Vilege of offering fupplications for the health of every ~ 
individual. as well as for the frate. 

The Good Genius WjlS adored by the Greeks. and, 
3ccording to Paufanius. had a temple in the road lead­
ing to mount MlCnalus. Al the clofe of fupper a cup 
'W8'S a1way~ offered him of wine and water, and called 
the grace-cup. - , 

Wealth has filch an intluenceon the affairs of Jik, 
that it has in- all ages been the objetlof public wor­
ihip, or of fecret idolatry. Thus the Romans deHied 
both Plut-us and Pecunia, or Money. Menander wittily 
obferves on this fubjea; '~ That if you can poffefs this 
c, deity, you may 3lkand have what you pleafe: even 
~. the gods themfdves fhall be at your devotion." 

Silence was~ amongfi: the Romans, 'both a male and 
female deity, by the name. of Harpocrates and Ange­
tona ; but the latter feerns only to have been a female 
imitation of the former. whom they borrowed from the 
Egyptians. He was the fon of Ifts, begotten by Onns 
after his death, and on that account faid to have been 
a weakly child. His ftatue was placed at fome fmall 
diftance from thofe of Ofiris. Orus. and His, with his 

• finger on his mouth; intimating to the worlhip~, 
that not a word was to be raid that thofe deities had once 
been mortal. The Greeks and Romans appropriated I 

i.i 
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to, themre1ves this fymbol of Silence, but in gener~r 
wereig'norant of irs original intention. 

Nor were thefe the only vililnary deities ereCled by 
die heathens. Fear, Hope, DifeafeS) Calamities, and: 
even Vices, :were honoured with a view of aVHting 
their vifitarion, or allaying their noxious influences., 
Thus Febris, or the Fev.er, had h~r altars at Rome., 
Hoftilius Tullus vowed a temple ro the goddeff~s Terror 
and Ralenefs. M. Marcellinus, after efcaping a ftorm 
near Sicily, built a chapel to the god Tempeflas, with-, 
out the gate of Ca'pena. And Poyerty and Art were 
both deified by the people of Gadau~ becallfe ncc~fljIY' 
is the mother of invention. Envv was a gaddefs, wb"fe. 
perfon and abode are inimitably defcribed by Ovid (s). ' 

Calumny had an altar ere fled' to her by the Athe­
DrdDs. We have a very remarkable piCll\.ie of this· 
mifchievous gadders, as drawn by the had of th: grta~ 
Apellei. Cr.eduliry. reprefented by a man ~ith large 
.pen ears, invites this deity to him. extending his hand, 
to'receive her. Ignorance and Sufpicion frand jufi ,be­
hind hi1'll; Calumny (the principal figure of the piece) 
appears advanc;ing, her coantenance ruffled with par­
fion, holding in ner left-hand a lighted torch, and with 
her right dragging along a youth, who lifts up his hands 
as fupplicating the gods. Jull before her goes Envy 
pale and fquinting. On her right tide are Fraud and, 
Confpiracy. Behind her tbl10lYs Repentance, with her 
cloaths torn and looking backwards on Truth, who 
iowly dofes up the H:ar 6). Cl'ntumely and Impu­
dence, were allo honoured by the Athenians under the 
figure of patridges efteemed a very bold bird. Difcord 
is reprefented as a godde!s by Petroni us Arbiter, wilofe 
clefcription of her is worthy fa mafterly a pencil: and 
Virgil has ~iven us a pi8ure of Fury, a deity much of 
the fame ftamp. It is now time to c10fe the particular 

. account, and to proceed to a confideration at large of 
the Heathen Theology. 

, (5) Met~m. Lib. It 7~'1.., 
(s) Luclan. 



A 

DIS SE R TAT ION 
o~ THE 

THEOLOGY of the HEATHENS. 

T HE religion of mankil,d was at nrft one, like the 
objett of it. But when the latter was. changed, 

the made ami ceremoni:ll of wOllhip con inued frill tAo. 
(arne: for idolatry, that WORST of things, was bt1t. 
if! ils origin, the corruption of true religion, .. hica. 
i, the BasT.! We-are not therefore to wonder if we, tee 
fhe fame urage of temples, altars, priefis, : facrifices, , 
firft fruits, &c. common to the patriarchs and WI"' 
tienn. We even behold, in the fe, and many ~thu 
infhnces, the famt: religious culloms amongft the !uta,. 
the liS, which it p'ellfcd .be divine Being to infarce: the 
continuance of by the Mofaic difpenf.uion i a convine, .. 
jllg argument that they muft· have been uilcOl'r~t ~ 
inDocent in their original. . .. 

Nor did mankind in ·general lofe fight of tht: original 
ohjea fo fOOD, or fo totally, as is commonly appl:e-­
hended. Since we find amongli the eaftern nalion~ 
and indefd amongfi: feveral of the Greeks and Romans, ' 
the mali exalted notions of the fupreme Being, tbe 
creator of heaven and earth. . ' 

According to the Egyptians (I), Elaon, . or tbe firfl: I 

God, exilied in his fOlitary unity before all beings. He· j 
is the fountain and original of every t!1ing that either 
has underftanding, or is to be underfiood. He is the 
filft- principle of all things, felf.{uflicient, incompre­
henfibJe, aDd the father of all efi"ences. Hermes (a),s, 

.(1) Pamblicus de Myft. EiYpt. Ed. Lugd. 155:&' p. 153· t,,__ • 
. UACW1re 
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likewir.:, that this (upreiUe god ha.s conftitutecil anomer, 
go:l, calle-I Em<!ph. to be he~ over all (pii'its. wltefher 
etnetear, empyrean, or celefHil; and' that this 'fecond -
god, whom he fiiles the guide, is a III'Hdom tbat tranr. 
forms, and con.verts into itfelf all (piritllil bdngs. He 
makes nothing fuperior to this god-guide, except the 
firlt intelligent, and tid}' inteiligi'Jle, who oug~t to' b. ' 
adored in mence. He adds, that. the fpirit which pro- . 
duceth aU things has diff~renf names, ac.cording to his 
different properties and operations; that be is aalled in 
the Egyptian language Amoun, as he is wife; Ptha •. a? 
he is the life of all thin~; and DUris; as be is the a~1. 
thor of all good (2)'. 

Let ns proceed to tbi: Gree~s, amongfl wholli Or­
pheus claims thefii-fl place in right of his ,antiquity. , 
and to whofl:! theological ftntimentr the preference' is-', 
always given by the early writers in fa\!our of chrifti~" 
~~', 

,~, There is one unknown being, exalted aboft, aliel~' 
... "P"ior to' all, beings (3), the author of all things, e\rfn " 
.e of the' zther, and of every thing, that is below the: 
.e ztber: this exalted being. is LIFB, LIGHT, and wU::' ' 
"'DOM'; which, three names' ex-prefs only oRe 'and :the 
" fame power, which drew all beings, vifible and in­
" .ifible., out of nothing." 

Thus alfo 'the. divine ~Iato; " Tha~ which '(4) give; 
" trutn and reality to thlOgs unknown. and endues the 
I, knower with the power ot underfianding; thii call 
,< thou the idea of the COOD OlU, the Ii)urc~ 'ofwif,. , 
,. dOlO and. truth." But GOD is every where diftin .. 
~uilbed throughout the works of this iIluftrious philo­
:Opher, as the BIiAVTIPUL, th~ COOD, the )"aT ONa; , 

Wou'd you fee the being and tne providence of GOD 
Ir-mon(trated from the order and admjnifir.ati9Jl of the 
vorJd 1 You will no where find it In.-,re convincingly· 
hart in tne rearoning of Balbus in Cicero; : and from 

~) See Raml'ay's Theology, annexrd to CYllls. 410' ,Ed. p., 
4 and r7· , ' 
(J) Suid. de Orph. p. 350 • Be Cednmu., p. 41" ' 
<4' Tl:IT/I TO. II. 1'; "'It ... .,oI.:t ..... wopi" ..... ~ 'Y'Y'.'lI'x'[AJ"" • 

.... -rM "I''i''~I1''''''''' TrI' ;""'(0'" .... J\;.,. .~ T; • A I • .}¥ i~,,,, ' 
S ~6 iii,,,. ' De Repub-. lib. 6. 

K + whic~ 
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which obfervalions YOIl mull of neceffity draw the fame 
concluflT)n which he does, that (5) .. All things in the 
at world are wonderfully diretled by a divine mind and 
II counfel, to the rarety and confervation of the whole." 

Thefe Centiments are alfo the refult of Seneca's eo· 
qllilies ... By Jove," fays he (6), the wife men amongft 
•• the antients did not mean fuch 3n one as we fee in 
.e the Capitol and other temples, but the guardian and 
.. ruler of the univerfe, a MIND and SPIRIT, the malter 
.. and artificer of this mundane fabric, whom I every ti . 
.. tIe fuits. Wou'd you call him Fate? you will not 
." etr: for he it is on whom all things depend; the 
.. ' C.UTU 0' CAUSES. Wou'd you call him Providence! 
." you are in Ihe right: for by his wifdom is the world 
C\ diretled ; hence it moves un ala ken, and performs its 
.. every office. Wou'd YOIl call him Nature 1 'tis not 
.. amils; fince from him all thing9 proceed. and 
.. by his fpirit we live: or the World 1 'tis well : for 
II he is all in all, and exifiing by his own power." I 

J 11 n u mtl'ab Ie are the inft.mees which might be brought 
from 'he antients to Ihis purpofe. But thele may fuffice. I 

And -from an attentive conlideration of thefe it wiJI i 

appear, that the phllofophers endeavoured to eftablifh, 
a particular fyftem with relation to the origin of ido­
latl y, which tends very much to letfen the fuppofed ab., 
furt!iry of it. They maintained (7) that the idea which 
the wiCol men of antiquity had formed to themfelves 
of GOD, was that of a bting fuperior 10 whatever exifts;, 
of a SPIRIT prefcnt in all the bounds of the univerle, 
who anim'ates all, "ho is the principal of generation" 
and communicales fertility to every being; of a FL A ME, 

hvely, pure, and always atlive; of an INTELLIGENCE, 

infinitely wife, whofe providence continually watches 
and extends over all : in a word, an id,ea of ~ being, to 
whom they had given different names anf.v.:ring to his 
fuperior excellence; yet fuch as always bore the 
fiamp of that fupreme right of pofitffion, whicfl 

(s) Si~ undiqul! omn; ratione condudiJur, ""nte conjiliaqlU di, I 

",ino omnio in DOC Mundo ad jalMtl!m omnium conjl!MJlllWuemtI" ' 
admirabiliter adminifl.rari, De Nat ~e&r. I. a. c. 53. 

(6) Natural. <l!!a:Il:. 1. -c. H. 
(7) See Banier'. Mytholoi)',Vol. I. p. 17_ 

is 
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:ls on1)" inherent in the abfoklte Lord, and in 111m f;om ; 
whom, all tbings Bow. I 

. " It is? however, too fatally 'to 'be denied, that as the· 
corruption of ·the heart of man dilated and enlarged, 
.irfelf, a difrelifh of fpiritual things gradually came on, 
and the mind grew more devoted to fenfibleobjeas. 
Of all created things within his profpea, the Sun was· 
the molt glorious and the moil: likely to engage his at-· 
tentioQ fitlt, and next his wonder and 'his worJbip. 
Accordingly it had been confidered from the beginning .. 
as . the great or primary emblem of the divinity, being. 

,not only the mofi beautiful of all bodies in its appear­
ance, but the moll:, beneficent in its efFeas; the regu~ 
lator of -the feafoDs, and the natural parent of light and 
krtility. Hence Plato (8) calls ~t .. The offspring df' 
" the .COoD ONE, which the GOOD ONE produced, 
6c. analogous to him(elf!' It is termed by others (9)' 

:.c' The eye .r Jove," ,and the '~mind of Jove. of. 
u. heaven, of the world." In fine. whoever will be at·· 
,the pains to cOII(ult Macrobius. ,may fee that, the figures· 
of all t\;le he.then deities were but fo' many difFerent_ 
expremons of the' qualities and attributes of the Sun. or 
of the feafons whic.n depended on and were Iloverned ~ 
by him; to whom his votaries afcribed ommpotence,. 
and whom in their invocations they '(aluted as "The 
c, power, the light, and the {pirit of the world (t).'· 

The Solar Body. before writing. could not more· 
properly be repr~fented tban by the figure of a -circle;, . 
a f)'mbol'fo plain and inoffenfive, that one would think" 
it fuould not eaiily be, perverted to tbe ufes of idolatry. 
Ie waa accordingly fubfiituted in. hieroglyphics as the.. 
artificial (its prillcipa~ the Sun being the great' oatural}. 
emblem of .the divinity~ arid became the figure of all the .. 
open temples j the earlieft places of religious. w~rfhi~. 

(8) T', Tjj Ay.SH ilC'IlIfll. 0, '1·~A)'.~" i,J, ... ., .,,,)..,,. .. 
lau.... De Repub. 1. 6. 

(9) Apuleius (Ie Mundo Macrobius Saturna1; 1. I CWo ~1. ,ufque 
ad linem cap. 23. ,. 

(I) Potentiam fofis ad onmI_ potf:/!.a,." I_it,*", r~trri 
;".4jclUIl tbeologI.; qui ill facris hoc /WIo7Jif/ittM prlcllli01lldnMnflr.41It 
Jicemes. "'H>.o'II"",ulCf'.r~, _,..., sn'IIf"!;_QVt'M ill, .. , IC"'~ 
~';r.. Ibid. Co 23-

"Thefe. 
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Tbcf£e chdes, or bif~s, are 7be hrn.7~7~age77 meS:7ion~ 
in fcripture (2). and are at this d.y the fymbols of 
rO), 771t1, blorb~ as:b divzs:ity cfnd m77cf be wor' 1A.;hi17l 
per~~'ps ~o reClar~, ~ tha~ the~ ~or~ from which ~ this is 
fUPbHed 13), U£17'[[ to [1gmry IdS:Adry g77neqlE~ frcfm 
!he Dear relation which it bears to the original object of 
It (b I. whufe hs:rivali¥e it 

When religious worlbip began to be transAerred from 
tbe bivigiKy hiA emhlem~ frog'± cregtor YO 

(feature. then that part:cular day of the week. 
bad cfver beeg faelcfd th77 creator of all rhings~ 

lihewif;Z; to fel aperr anh dehlrateh to hn~ 
nour of this luminary, was thence termed Sunday, and 
contEnued to hnb in dpedal reeerEncfe nhnve nll 

.reft. Hence celebrated by one of the moft antieot 
writErs. 'r tim tidy day, tiecrufe WilA zhe birth~ 
.. day of Apollo, • or the, fun (5)." W~ich indeed was 
fo tnlA, Ehnt IE nas ihe UnmmgmOre1±on thnr daYr 
on which the human eye was bleffed with the profpett 
or Khat ohieEt Fur it nu ex%ruordir 
nl!ry fagacity, but only a little attention. howevgr ge-
nerally urrd ¥maccuuntably Rhis has been over. 
Roohud, fAA anh be th;;t ihg firll: Hurly 
Seventh Day was the particular ftated day of the Chrir­
Kiau xabhrlh. It uhpearr fr,rw thn orluinal uccmmt 
it, that the work of the creation took up fix days, and 
what the I,ft ereatgh being WilA mrn; reho WilS ths±efof'n 
;0 all probability formed on the evening of the rlXth day. 
Th£±r whkh immr7diately fi±egeehed wes nb 
Adam's life as well as the firft fabbath. It was the firll: 
hay d firk il,±d mAEnth nnd thg 
filft in man's account of time. nn expiration of 
ihis fir./i f;;bbAE±h. h, bgb:Jn tD number his fecular daysr 
as nhvanecd j" orhdr, hg had toM fix~ Th, 
n~xt~ was ,agai~ his Holy Seventh; yet~ the ~ firft ~day ~of 
h~IS "ccnh weAh, frrr hlr weehs w"e aEgertamld ':7 tllr 
return of fabbath. Thus obtained it duly in all ordi-

dUUnD. 
Dary 
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llary and civil computations· to be the firft day of the 
week, at the fa:ne time that it was diftillguifhed, with· 
a retrof pea to the work of the creation, as an Holy 
SeYeath Day. And remarkable it is, that the mol! an­
rient of the heathen writers, while they fptak of it as 
fuch, have rendered the very fame reafon tor it (6). 
which the Jewilh legiflator /tad before given; namely, 
that .. On ir all things Were ended or completed." 
This then being of antient or patriarchal ufage. was 
not confined to any particular nation or fet of men, 
like the Jewilh fabbath, but extended to all mankind. 
and was univerfally obferved as the birth-day of the 
world': but bein~ at length abfued and defecrated to· 
the purpoffs of Idolatry, it pleafed the divine Being. 
when he delivered his people from the bondage of the 
Rgyptians, to confecrate another day to his peculiar worlhip. 
This was the felf fame day in which he brought them fortb 
with their armies from the land of Egypt. Which was 
therefore to be a memorial of their deliverance (7', as. 
long as their fiate and polity fhould laft, and a fign (It) 
and covenant that the Moft High GOD was tbeir Go». 

But to refume our fubjetl; from which, we hope,. 
the reader will excufe this little digreffion, if fuch it be. 
Another emblem of the divinity, in a manncr univer­
faUy received, was the Seraph, or fiery-flying Serpent, 
the Salutis Draco (9), the great fymbol of Light and 
Wifdom, of Life and Health.· Why the figure of this 
animal was thus honoured, feveral rearons may be 8(": 
fign·ed; a, the annual ·rcoovation of its youth and 
buuty ; its finuofity, which enabled it to put on various 
forms; the acutenefs of vifion, and extraordinary faga­
city afcribed to it; and its colour, which is that of vivid 

(6) - ·E~J'.,.." 1.,0. ·i,..~,. H~sou;. 
'EM,." '" I.".. . .. HaMIlL. 
• E6.,....~".., r, ••• , 'r. 'rlnAIU .A",". HOlUB. 
cBs; .... ". j' ';oj "I' lAir,.." .. •• trll "'",II~GII. LIK. 
"E,:lJl.",,, I. ",.h •• r ••••• '.{lJlffl-IJ ir. TIA,: ... CALLIN. 

Vide Clemont. Alex. Storm. 1. 5- p. s60;" Poli. Sy •• 
nops, ad <?enef. xi. s. 

{7} Deuteronom. 'c; Y. 15' 
S Ezekiel, c. xx. 10, 11, 1:&, 1.3. 
9 Mac:rebius. . 

ialll' 
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fl3m~. or burDifbed brafs. Its name of Seraph partied­
lar1y is fo expreffive (I) of that blaze of brightnefs. 
which it feems to furnifh when refleCting the fplendor 
of the fun· beams. that it has been transferred to a fu­
perior ord;:r of angels; and is once made ure of to de­
note even the glorious appearance of the cherubim (2). 
This is the fame: fymbol which was eretled by Mofes in 
the wildernefs. But this alfo was at length poftituted 
to abominable purpofes. and made the attribute of all 
the Eg)'ptian deities (3)' 

Expanded Wings made a third emblem of the divi­
nity. This was the hieroglyphic fubftituted for the 
Ether, which was confidered as the Datural fymbol of 
the divine fpirit. and, as fucb, fucceeded to a fbare of 
idolatrous worfblp (4). In fome of the original open 
temples, particularly in that wonderhll ODe of Abiry irt 
Wiltfbire, the complex figure of the Circle. and Serapb. 
witb expanded wings, was reprtfeDted emire. . 

Such were the Ilatural emblem~ of the divine Being. 
and fo. plain and fimple their hieroglyphical reprefen­
tations; the original intent of -which is explained to us 
by Kircher (s I, from a piece of antiquity in the Pbcz·. 
nieian language: .. Jove," fays this fragment. "is a 
IC figured Cirtle; from it is produced a Serpent: the 
~. Circle thews the divine nature to be witbout begin­
.. ning or earl; the Serpent his word. which animates 
.. the world and makes it p.rolific; his Wings the fpirit 
•• of God. which gives motion to the whole fyiem!' 

~1~ Seraph. a flame or burning. 
2. Ifaiah vi. 
3 Orus AllOlIo i ad initiwn. 
(+) T~" II, ••• r'fM'I'61' ... ,.1 "iYII .9.0.. it M'y'''''' lI/lU 

KlI.ul.l :I:U~' 'Oup •• a.; •• It.' "'"'W."'" fill EC:"",.'TI, til M .•• 
A;,....:.( .lfMi" __ Sa .... ,,..., .. ~ ... .,~ •• I..,.,..""" tlmi. 
T., ~ .'" "., .r».t.l •• '1'10, "'Yd., .. 1I.T •• ,,,.:, "'u",, "",.,"." 
wei, ... , ."(10'" ')'.... Platon. Epinomis. 

Z'II011; f!?J rtliqllil fert Stoitu .lEther <uidtl7lr /UI1I1IIUS DlIU, melltt 
F"ditUI, 'lila omnia rl$antur. Ciceron Academ. <l!!zR:.I. 4-. C. 4-1. 

Cleantbtl alltt1ll, 'JIll ZtMllt1ll muii<vil, http ultimum (sf altil/inUml 
4/'11# undi'lue circumfll/um, (!it tx,.cr,mum DtJII!ia cjllgmtml. alp, 
tompuxum artiwnn, f{lIi.IEther _fllalIU':; tertil/imum DnlllljuJiilll. 
Id. de Nat. Deor. I. 1. c.I4-. ~ee Chap., 6?o •. ofUis. Ofiri'lIIld Oru •• 

(S) Obel. Pamph; p. 403. • .' 
~:. 1tbe 



'THE HEATHENS • 

. "The commencement of idolatry, avowed and aiming 
at fome eilablifhment muil bear date from the extra­
ordinary projefl fet on foot at Babel. The defign, as 
appears from the original account of it (6) Was ·to build'a 
aty and a tower, t~e citadel or commanding part of 
which. was to be erefled to thefe powers, whiclLare 
there diil,inguHhed 115 the Sbemim, or Heavens. The 
fuppofirion, of- its bein,g to reach unto the heavens is 
an addition of the tranfiators. The confufion there (po_ 
ken of, was the confufion of the Lip, . or religioos confer-
fioo. The true believers on this occafioo feparated " 
from the idolaters, whom they left behind -in Affyria. 
to proceed in their mad enterprize, and difperfed them- . 
k)ve5 in the adjoining countries, carrying with them 
the fame language and the fame patriarchal religion, 
where "e find bOlh for a confiderable time after. The 
confufion of tongues, as it is called, was but the na­
tural, and by no means the immediate, confequence of 
this dirperfion. 

Next we find the· folar body and its natural fymhol, 
the fire worfhipped at Ur of the Chaldees. thence de­
lIominated. The fame fymbol was held in efpecia] re­
yerence afterwards by the Perfians.but never worfhip. 
ped, in the proper fenfe of the expreffion. The fpecies 
of· idolatry relatiAg to the worlhip of the human figure 
was not introduced till long after: nor was the tem­
ple, which Ninus is faid to have built. erefled to his 
father tlelus, as many have afferted. but to Bel or Baal. 
Sbemim, the Lord of the Heavens, meaning the San .. 

Thus idolatry in Affyria was prior to the time of 
Abraham (7); but it was confined to that country: for 
neither in his time, nor for fome time after,do we .find 
any traces of it in Arabia, Pbmnicia, or Egypt. We 
may reil affured that Ifbmael, the father of the Arabi­
ans, and his brethren by Keturah. adored the GoD of 
their father, and eilablilhed his worihip in the eail. 
country. whither they were fent to (Gen. xviii,' 19.) In 
Phcenicia we· find Abimelech. the King of the :~i1i-

~ .' ~ 
(6) Gm. 1ri.'4~ The original rons ftriiUy. thus; Let w"tJJJI­

VI #1 a ci!1 _d ta~,; aIUI the thief· place OJ it tD the Ht~ 
(1) Joulha xxiv. a. '. . '. 
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ftins, belicving in GOD, favoured wilh a diviM inter. 
courfe. and pleading to the heavcnly vwon the righte­
oufnefs of bis nition. Thdr behaviour with Ifaac af­
terwards leaves no room to doubt tbat they continued 
then in the fame faith ~8). GOD himfelf declares to 
Abraham. that his cbi!dren fhall not poffefs tbat land 
till thl f •• rlb gl.rlll;." lifter bi_, becaufe the ;,,;,nil;] " 
its ;lIbllbitll,,'t "Will ,." :In f/l./I. Whence it is but ratio 
ollal to cORduEle. ,bll' till ,be part» ""trtzt;Oll 11ft"., or 
till about the time of Exodus, they had not, at lealt 
generally, fwerved into idolatry.' Sir Haac Newton '9) 
imagines that they continued in the true religion till 
the death of Melcbizedec; but that aferwards tbey be­
gao to embrace idolatry fpreading thitherward rrOO') 
Chaldza. They could not, however, in any fbort time 
.fter, have amongll them more than the beginnings of 
idolatry; though [ prefume, they funk into it apace. 
after the departurc of Jofeph's brethreB with their fa~ 
milies into Egypt. Wben the Patriarch came into this 
laft-mentioned country alfo, GOD is faid to bave feot 
judgments upon Pharaoh's family, becaufe of Abra­
bam's wife; and the king of Egypt fc:ems to have 
been no ~t:ranger to the true GOD, but to have had 
the fear of him before his eyes, and to have been in­
fluenced by it in all his attions (I). Abr&ham was en­
terrained by him without the appearance of any indif. 
polition towards him. or any the lealt figa of their· 
having a different religion. Even the heathen writers 
give hints, that the Egyptians were at firft worlhip_. 
pers of the true GOD. Plutarch teftifies, that in upper 
Egypt. the inhabitants paid no part of thc taxes raired 
for the idolatrous worfhip; aff.:rting themfelve$ to Owa 
no mortal Being for GOD (z), but prof~fiing to wer .. 
fuip tbtir GOD CllEPH only. Porphyry calls .this Egyp_ 
tian C.IPH, .... "'."''"''''', the creator of the uBiverfe~ . 

I cannot perfuade myfelf that Jofepb, when long af­
tcr this 'he flourilhed at the head of the Egyptain mi. 
lIiftry. had that people ~eferted thewollhip of the true-

(8) Gen. xxvi. 28, S9' & feq. . 
(9) Chronology of antic:nt kingdOms mended •. p. J:n. 
(I) See Shucltford's ConnetlWD) Vol. I. p. slz. anc 3~:r.. ., 
V) De llide & Oliride. . . 

GOD, 
, 
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Ct)lJ, WOllin into the 
that the would have 
and inviolable the and endowments of an idola. 
trous pricflhood. With juftice therefore bas the great 
Grotius remarked (3) that in the age of Jofeph no cer­
tain footfteps of idolatry are to be difcerned in Egypt. 
I would give it to the reader as a conje8ure highly 
probable, that idolatry was not eftablifbed law in 
-any part of that: till the difgra?7?" 
the court he firft retirEd 
thren in G forty years befotE 
This is a paffage of 
it is (aid of J frael, that 
""to tIe.vils, tl gods <whDm 
III Ilew g2d2 newly up, 'U'bllf71 

flare4 IIDI (4). 
So that Eufc:biu5. La8aDtius, Caman, Lucian, with 

many of the jewi/h Rabbies, as well as vomus ; the 
Abbe Banier, and the moderns in general, appear to 
have' been grofsly mi1laken, in making either Pha:ni. 
cia or Egypt the birth. place of ·idolatry. But this 
fymbolical and hiewgldphical divinity, fI423I& 
A fi"y ria gd2?"Iic7" to Egypt. 
Phcenician 2Ehich fpread it in 
quarters' of Ind it is obfervId; 
the religioI0I0 nyen in the Eaft 
dies, there them, whofe 
full of the 

It muft be conftffed that the multiplica ion of fym­
bois became at length an inexhaufiible fund of idola­
try. Thofe ,charaaers which, before the knowledge of 
letters, were innocent and even neceffary, being by that 
rendered in a filort ti'me ufdefs,general1y negle8ed, un­
detftood by few, and at laft grievoufly perverted, were 
the occafion of infinite errOrS, This may be well ex:' 
cmplified by ;5n?;;5unt of the Zod!";5 

The crab? f71alking backwaz'dE 
ly, feemed z::mblem of the 

~!~ 1~~t~I' 55, %7 Gen. 46, verf. ullin;, 
'5) See Abbe P!\Icbc's lliftory of the Heave!)$. Vol. I.,p. 10 & Ceq. 

liviu-
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diving at tllis fign begins his retrogradation (6). ;1'tJe' 
wild goat on the contrary, whofe cuftom is to feed, .. · 
he climb., wa& thor en to denote the Sun,who Ol)~rn--

. jng to this point of the Heavens, quits the 1.1we" patt' 
of his courfe to regain the higheft. The ram, the ball' 
and the two kids gave name to the three celelnal, houfest , 

through which the Sun paffes in rpring. This difti~ 
guifhed the different kinds of young cattle. produced, 
in this feafon, as they naturally fucceeded each o!ber ~ 
the lambs appearing firft, the talves next, end thellids 
laft. Two of thefe latter' were chofen, on aCcouDt of the 
peculiar fruitfulnefs of the goat, which generally bear;, 
twins. But thefe the Greeks difplaced, fobftituting tb&! 
twin brothers, Caftor aud Pollux. The fury of the 
Lion, juftly expreffed the heat of the Sun, on his ·Ieav­
jng Cancer. The virgin crowned with ears ,of lcorn.;' 
was, an emblem of the harveft, urually ending dJoUt' 
that time. N~thing ,could better, denote t~ ('eq .. al~ 
of days and mghts under the autumnal' equlnO,," <ChIll; 
the balance Libra. The difeafes, cobfequent ;lIpOft itt. 
fall of the leaf. were charatlerized by' tbeScorpion.i 
Thechafe of \\ -' j beatts, annually obferved at that time. 
was not improperly diftinguifued by Sagittarius, a mllR. 
on horfeback, armed with a bow and arrow. Aqoariult 
repI:4fentecl the rains of winter: and the two FiJhe9 
bound together or inc10fed in a net, jndi(.8toci the fea­
iOn for filbing. ever beft at the approadl of fpring..­
What could be more fimple and ufcful than this- di-­
yifion of the Sun's annual courfe into twelve equal por­
tions, expreifed by fo many vifible figns, ,which fer.ved 
to regulate and defctibe tbe feafons and the bufinefs 
proper to each. There rude delineations of tbe q:lefti­
al ,houfes probably gave birth to, plli,nting. Biu then.. 
there imllges prefented to -the mind, a meaning .,cry dif. 
ferent from the idea conveyed to the eye. . -And wben 
this meaning was loft, the imagination was quickly._. 
work to fupply another more agreeable' to its own COr-
ruption. ~ 

Tltekingdom of Egypt, on account of 'itS peculiar 
fitu'tion, became the great fcbool of -this fymbolical 
learning j and thence, in procefs· of time, the grand 

(6) Macro. Saturn. 1. I. c. 17. 
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lDart-()f id()latry. It is not improbable that the priefts 
might eorteav,oUf to fiem the torrent of fuperlHtion that 
enfued from it, till finding aJl their ftrength ineffetlu-

. ai, they fubmitted to the times, and from views of ava­
'rice and amilition became public defenders of thofe er­
rors, which fecretly they condemned. For. it is cer­
tain, that while, thus they complied with the popular 
language, they yet ftudied all they could coHea of the 
.. mient and real fignification of the fymbolical figures, 
taking care to require a profound fecrecy of all perfons 
wbom they inftrutled in this kind of. knowledge. And 
for this reafon fphinges were placed at the entrances 9f 
their temples. inrimating to thofe who approached, that. 
they wen: to look for. a further meaning in what they 
fbould fee; for that all was niyfterious then' • 
. Such was the origin of thofe initiations fo much 

(ought after in Egypt" Afta, and afterwards in Greece. 
lndeed thefe myfieries i:b~mrelve$ were in the end mo11: 
groll, ~bufed; yet there is,?o quelfion, blltthat in their 
primaw inftitution they were inteaded to explain the 

. natural and divine things couched under tbofe reprefen­
tations. For they did not only unfold the nature of­
tpings, though this feems to have bad (7) the greateft 
fhare in tllem; but inculcated alfo the immortality of 
-the foul. a future fiate of (8) rewards and puni1hments. 
the conftquent nece$ty of virute, and the other great 
truths of religion which bad been handed down from 
the earlieft ages; 

(1) Olllitto Eleujintlm 1_8am ilJam f!I aIIg.jlam. 
Ubi unnantur gtmUI orat'1114 ultimte: 

Prtetereo StltIIQtiJracitun, IlltJIIe 
--~te Lt1IIni 

No8urno aditll occulta colUlltur 
. . Sylvejlribus/9ibzu denfa: 
~b!";~lic"tu, ad ratlon!"''1'" rll'UOCatu rmiln 1111lgis NalMr4 

·ngnoftllur 'I1t411J DlIOram. CIcero de Nat. Dcor.l. I. c.~. 
_ (8) T."'.l'oi~ .'f! ""~;;tG.'··"IJ'"l ... 'l'iit .. ,; (ifill 1'1'" lI'I'i, ~.l r,s' 

... ,..,.. •• Tef ~u ... , ~ l'.r",~ .. ",~ '''''T{~., (;Gllff". Ifocr. in Panegyr. 
_ Mihi cum 'Ilulta lximia di·vinaque <vid""",. Athtnte prper.ijfo,. 

aI'lue in vita hominllm attuliJ[e, t.m nihil ,ne/ius illis tnjjleriis .. 
qUlbuJ t!IC agrqli immaniq", VIta, IXi'u/ti ad humanitalmJ et mi­
til(ati lumus: initia'lue, ul appellantur, jta re vera principia­
";,t« cog;zo.u;,nlls; "t'lllt folum cum Iltilia vivendi rationem ac­
cl!pimus, fed etiam cu .. fpc mcliore ll1oriendi. Cicero de legi)o 
.bY5, I. :r.. c. • .... 
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Thus the anrient Eaftern nations had a refervecr 

meaning in an th('ir enlblematical'figure~ ; which it is 
frequenrly in our power, even at mis diftance of time. 
to make out. Much of the language (poken by them­
is ftill exilling: by the means of. which, matters of fo' 
remote antiquity may in a great meafure be difengaged ' 
from th~t myfterious darltnefs, jn which the ignorance 
of fome ages and the foHics of others hne in.olve6 
them. I fiull be ealily underftood tet fpeak ,this of the: 
Hebrew tongue; fo much of which, I fay, is yet re· 
maining to us, al will eafiiy, by a coml?arifon with 
other languages., manifeft it to be an original: and an' 
others, on examination, will c\lrcover how largely they 
have drank of this fountain. The names of aniinal!>, ~ 
fi, intimately expreffive of their· properties, befpeak it to­
have been given by the great author of nature; and 
thore !>f the ~r!l men (9),. fo nicely applied to their,' 
refpetbve condItions aDd circumftances, Jeave no room 
to doubt that they were cozval with the perfonS'them­
felves. The Greeks borrowed their idolatry from PhCE. 
Dicia and E~ypt, which indeed the innovating fpirit of 
that people improved' in the moft extravagant manner I' 
and it is not po8ible to explain their reliziou! antiquities' 
without having recourfe to the language· of thore coun­
tries from which they were tranfplanteCl. When there-' 
fore this is done without force or conihaint, propofing. 
1tIl interpretation natural, and eafy; not to receive it,. 
wete to lejell. the only means lin many' cafes) of in-. 
formation" "-hien· remain to us at this immenfe dift.tDce 
of time. The reader will c:oofider- tbis as -an apology 
for the free ufe which is made of this tongue in the 
preceding. dleets; where he will find a great number of 
ftrange .11.' fIIb"'Wi/t unaccountable fiories, baving their 
fOWldatiOl1s folely in the different me!!nings oftht! (ame 
word:. So that an account, in itfelf innoc:eat and ea(y. 
h¥ lIIeing preverfe1y rendered,. became' frequently. tbe 
four-co of idle wonder, and at length· of idolatrous 'Ie ... 
neranon. It is not from the tabulous Greeks them­
felves that we are to· expe6l full fatisfatHoD, in thefe' 
matters. Very few. of them gave themfelves the trouble 

(2) Sec Origin of Languages by the late Dr ... Grcsory Sharpe. 

» 
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to enquire into the meaning of their own ceremonies. 
J:t:very tbing that was' but Eg),_ptian was readily adopted :­
and the very names of tbe gods they worfhipped .were 
o-iginally taken up:m truft. For the Pelifgians, as 
Herodotus informs us (I), had formerly facrinced and 
prayed to gods in general, wirhout attributing either 
name or firname to any deity, which in thofe times they 
had never hurd of: but tbey called them gods, becaufe 
thty difpofed and governed all aaions and countries. 
Afler a long time the nam.:s of th~ other gods were 
brought among them from Egypt, and lail of all that of 
Bacchus: upon which they confulted the oracle of 
Dodoea, ftill accounted the moft antient, and then the 
only oracle in Greece, and I)avillg enquired whether 
they fhould receive thefe names from the barbarians, 
the oracle anfwered, they Ibould. So from that tillle 
they invoked the gods in their facrifices under dlffintl 
names ~ and the fame were afterwards rectived by the 
Greeks from thefe Pelafgians. This, fays my author, 
I bad from tbe .J)rieftefth of Dodona. 

lJ is faid to the honour of Mofes, tnat be was learne. 
in all the wifdom of the Egyptian'!. Whence is it then' 
that greater Jbfurdities in religion. have betn afcribed to 
tbis .wife people, than have been met withamongft the 
moft barbarous and unciviliaed Dations I This could only 
proceed from the travelling Greeks, who undetftood 
littl" of what thty faw, and made the worft ufe of what 
they carried home; which by their poets was afterwards 
enla",ged, and diverfified with aU the tvantoDnefs of a 
licentious imaginatio.n. Thus that idolatry, which hac! 
its foundation in the vanity and corruption of the hu­
man heart •. ",as chiefly indebted for its fabulous bulk 
amongft the Greeks to t.be warm and plaftic imagina­
tions of the poets, was dill further improved by the 
boldnefs of th~ pencil, the fine expnffion of the chiffeJ, 
and the Iic;«;nce of the ftage. 

Whtn the human figure was firft made tbe objetl of 
idolatrous veneration, may perhaps be difficult to deter­
mine. We read of graven-images in the land .,t Ca-

lIaa1& 
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naan, in tbe time of Mofes and Jofhua. But thefe in , 
all probability were extremely rough and inartifida!, 
and perhaps nothing more tllan upright flones or ftand· 
~ng pillars. Such as they were, however, Cadmus is 
faid to have carried the ufe of them into Greece. I 
fhould imagine, that they were not worfilipped in Egypt 
till long after; efpecially if that be true, which l,;le· 
mens of A!u:andna quotes Leo as affirming (z), in his 
trealife of the Egyptian gods, that their celebrated lfis 
lived not till the time of Lynceus, in the deventh gee 
neration after Mofes. 

Jt has been generally allowed, tbat the perfons whore 
memory was thU$ religioufiy profecuted, were {ueh as 
had been greatly difHnguifhed for the invention of ufeful 
arts, and their beneficence. to mankind (3)' But to 
make this {pecies of idolatry go down with the people, 
fomelhing more than a· pretended deification feems to 
have been ocuffary; becaule:, in order to {ecnre this 
extrnagant .honour to their fa.vourites. we find. the. 
E&yptians arraying their images' with various enligns. 
.nd attributes: thus making them the· repre{entalives 
of (uch oatural things .as were adored already by the 
!uperfiitious herd. Thus we find Ofiris adorned with 
the emblems of the fun. Ifis decked ·w.itll thore of the 
lIether. and the golden Seraph iRreparable from Orus 
f4). Granting therefore that there were (uch perfonli 
in the world, as Jupiter. Apollo.· Bacchus,· lfis, .&c. 
yet we muft allow the altributes given, and the ceremo­
lilies paid to thel1l. to be foldy applicable to the lumilla­
r;ies, or to the osturalcaufes and eWeas, which. it is 
manifeft, were reprefented by them. 
. Or, it may be that mankind were not altogether fo­

eager and fo haiy in their corruptions; that' the con[e­
cration of eminent and· virtuous men was oe more in 
the fir{l place' than a fort of canonization; afold that the 
\Vorihip paid to them was only confidered as a public 

(9.) Strom at. 1. J. p. 1~~. .. 
(3) SWltftepit autrlll vtla homillU11l, aJn!ilttudfJgue aJ"""""u, fit 

«t1eficiis txcel/mltS 'lIiros ;n c-rlu1lt lama ac 'lIDluntate tol/uent. 
- Cicero de Nat. Deor. 1. :I.. C. 24-

(4) lP.fanlnttqIU 'lIit1",!, eXl.f17'I'~l1umtpU draclJnem. OVID. 
Sec cltap. ~3, of Ilis. ,0000is, and..Orus, . 

•. '. teftimonp 
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>teftimony of their belief. that fuch perfons were re­
ceived into the abodes of the blefied. and numbered 
among the fons of God. This at leaft was the opinion 
-of Cice.ro (5). For that the law commands thofe who 
were confecrated from amongft .mn, to be worlbipped; 
it Ibewsindeed, fays he, that the fouls of all men arc 
immortal; but that thofe of the brave and the good arc . 
divine. . : 

May we not therefore' conclude, with rt'gard ·to the 
antient Egyptians particularly, that they were not ig~ 
norant of the ONE SVPR.EMB BEING, who by his 
knowledge conceived the world, before he formed it by 
his wil,l: but to comply with the growing corrupdon.' 
of mank,ind, in which compliance they were extreme~ 
1y guilty, allowed them to adore (and in this no doub"t 
they found their account) the different attributes of his 
etfence, and the different effeas of his goodnefs under 
the fymbols of the heavenly powers, of renowned per­
fanages, and at laft even of terreftrial bodies. as plants 
and animals; thus wilkllly laying the foundation of the 
grotfdl: fuperftition and idolatry. . 

How little the befotted Greeks had to fay for them';' 
fdves on this head, and how ignorant indeed they were 
of their own religious rites, has been reinarked already.' 
As thefe. took their gods fo fondly from the Egyptians .. 
fo did the Romans theirs chiefly from them. This ap­
pears Ilt large in the preceding fueets. It moft be con­
fetfed at the fame time, that as fome of thefe Jaft refer 
the whole multitude of their divinities to the filO, the 
original objea of . idolatry, 'thence called the univer(al 
one (6). So did others of them to the G~EATAtT­
:r H 0 R. . 0 F NAT tT R. B. affirming ," Jdpiter to be the 
•• foul of the world (7 I, who formed the. univerfe of 

-- .. the four elements, and fills arid moves it thus COIII-

-, paaed." In the tether he, is Jupiter; in the air, 

. (5) !!J...Uod /lUtem ex bominum gnure ~Ollfocr'lfol.fiJut.Her~ulnn f!!J 
ceteros, ~oli /exjubet, i1lt/icaJ o1llllium lJ.uitl~m lI1Iimoi immortaJeJ-f/fo; 
[etlfortiu11l bonorumqunJi'I.,jnos. .De·Le$ibus, 1. 2. c. xi. 

(6) Diverjlf virtutesfolil nomitul Diu ,"tlerunt: unde·;. T~ '1ri4~ 
1i:lpietzlum principes prodiderunt; Macrob. Satitrn,l. t. ('. 17. 

(7) St. Aug\lfiin de civitate Dei, c. JI. Tome 5' p. 4'" 4-3· 
Juno; 
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Juno; in the ru. Neptune; in tbe lower parts of tblt 
fea, Salacia; iri the earth. Pluto; in htll. Proferpine, 
in domtllic; fires. Vella; in the working. furnace, Vul­
can; in the heavenly bodies. the Sun. Moon and Stars; 
amongft diviners, Apollo; in trade 'Mercury;. in Janus. 
the ,Beginner; in boundaries, the Term:naror; in rime. 
Saturn; in war, Mars and Bellona; Bacchus in the 
\fintage; Ceres in the harveft; in the woods, Diana; 
in the fciences, Minerva; and is himfelf, in fine. the 
whole multitude of vulgar aods and goddeffis: Thefe 
are all the one Jupiter, whethtr they be confidered. ac­
cording to fome, as parts of himfe1f, or, acco/ding to 
others, as his virtues and attributes. This ii exaalyof 
a piece .-llb the reafoning of Seneca;. who aWerts that 
GOD may have names in number equal to his gifts (8). 

Notwithftanding this, we find on (ome oceafions, 
even among thefe, the monftrous abfurdity of making • 
new gods arrived to fueh a pitch, tbat temples have 
been every now and then vowed and ereCted by magi. 
firates and commanders, even to creatures of their own 
fudden imagination; ruch as the chance of war, or their 
own wilbes or fears bad raifed. So that Pliny's obfer­
Yllions (9). with fome ano_anee for the latitude of ex. 
preflion, rna, feem to have been not iIl.founded; tbat 
the extravagance ef human paflions and affeCliollS bad 
made more god. than there were lIlen. 

Yet upon the whole, the biftory of Teligion is not 
fo darkened with error, but that, through all thefe 
{hades -of foUy, an attentive enquirer may ftill difcern 
the difpenrations of GOD. from the fil ft offence of mati 
to this day, to have :been regular and unitorm, and di­
relled to one great end, namely. his OW11 fupreme gl~ 
Ty in the ~appinefs of his creatures • 

. t 

(I) JOveln ilium optitillun IlC moxim1Ull rit~ Jim &f tonllntem (!J 
flolBl'em qU()djltmt b~itejicio tillS o1lUlia,jlator ftabililartpt~ eA. ~". 
clmque «Joles iUi nomina jropri~ aptabu, 'Vim aliquam iffe8u11lIJ1U 
,,,Iijlium ret'lUII com;nentlll. 'I'ot .pp~Ual;Dn~s ejlls POjJUllt!/fo, IJ!IDt 
1IUJnera. Hunc &f Liberum. Patrem f!!I HerciJem, ac M~r(tlt"11II1I 
nojlri putn..t . ~~a omllium.parentsjit: '1";11 'Vis ejllS invi8ajiJ. 
i'J!f1. ratIo penes I/JIUII ejI, 1I1U11~"'fqu~, f!I ardo, (!J Sculltia, &fe. 
D~ Benef. I. 4, c. 7. B. 

(9) Nat. Hift. Lib. II. c. 7. 
Let 
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Let us therefore adore this ever-gracious Dein, with 
lInmble finc~rity. Let us acknowiedge his mfinite 
mercies with a clue fenfe of our own demerits: and 
beware, above all things. that we attempt not to fet 
up our own weak reafun in appofition to the declared 
~ill and commandments of GOD. This has been 
tile great fiumbJing-bJock in all ages: and frOIB fuch 
-demeanour c:onfulion of every fort, mull necdrarily cnfue. 

't,. 

01' 

, . ;. 
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W E fball now enter into the nature of the Pagan 

fables, their religious ft'Jlriments, and the man­
ner of their worfbip. Here we fhall find truth blended 
with error, and obrcured with fitlion, which has wrapt 
in ciouas the moft important dotlrines, fuch as the eru­
tion of the world, the fall of man, the drftrutlion of tbe 
h"mln race by I a uniyerral deluge. the change produced 
in nature by that great e,en't~ the origin of nature and 
moral evil, and the final reftitution of all things to their 
primitive J!.lory and fplendor. , 

Notwithftanding the great corruption which had crept 
into the worfbip of all na,ions, we have feen that the 
men of learning and reflection generally maintained 
honourable notions of the deity, and the obligations of 
moral virtue. As the Greeks and Romans had received 
their divinities from Pha:nicia and Egypt, and by mir­
taking the manFlers~ the cuftoms and language of thore 
nation~ had made gods of the common fymbols which 
they employed to teach the people to honour one Goc!, 
the author of all good. to live in prace, to exprefs the 
times and (t:arons for the performance of the common 
occurrences of life, and to expetl a better flate to CO\tlej 
fo their religion became obrcured by fables, aDd a va­
.l;ieJY of fitlions. which, while the wlgar under flood in 
a li'teral fenre, their rages endeavoured to explain and 
reduce to ingenious allegorin, and thereby to rrndu· the 
heathen worihip confifient with all the natural notions 
of a (upreme Deity~ the wife' governor of the world 
and by accounring for the introdutlion of monl eyil t 

~.to vindicate the rules of his providence, and to ju.li~ 
, ,c ways of God to man.. .. 

• ~ . - Fiblts 
, I 
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1I'ables are -indeed a very antient me,thod of conveying 
trath, and veils of ,.fo ;fiqe a texture as not Wl1011y to 
conceal the beauties that lie beneath them. II Thus~" 
fays Origen (I), "the Egyptian philofo'phers have 
.. fublime notions with' regard to the divIDe nature, 
" which they keep fecret, and never difcover to the 
.. people, but under the veil of fables and allegories. 
•• All the Eallern nations, the Per.fians, the Indians, 
cc the Syrians, conceal fecret mylleries under their re:­
II ligiaus tilbles. The wife men of all nations h) fce 
.. into the true Cenre and meaning of them, whilft the 
.. vulgar go, no further than the exterior fymbol, and 
.. fee only the bark that covers them." , _ 

This was frequently the caCe when foreign and diftant 
nations adopte~ what they but imperfetlly underftood. 
Allegories became objecb of faith. Thus, could 'any 
thing, give a inore lively idea of the ftate of retribution, 
thill, the ceremonies with which the Egyptians buried 
-their dead. The Greeks and Romans, ftruck with the 
idea. that were fo frrongly conveyed. took the type foc 
the reality: the boat which was to convey ~e body to 
the place of burial, which was with the Egyptians an 
embl~m of death, and was c;alled tranquility, becaufe 
it carried over none but the juft, was reprefented by 
the Greeks and Romans as a boat; to carry fouls. Cer~ 
berus, an hieroglyphic, carved out of wood or fione, to 
,expreCs the lamentations bellowed OD the virtuous. be­
came an animated monfrer. The lake of Acherufia 
'beCame ,a vitionaty river of Tartarus, and was called 
, Acberon. The judges that' decided the inerit of the 
deceafed, were, reprefented as conflgning the fpirit to 
Jinal happioefs or mifery, and the flowery field, where 
tbC: righteous alone were buried, into that, place of joy 

-whieb, tlJe elizout of th~ Egyptians was only deligned as a faio~' reprefeotation of. Yet. notwithftanding the 
:fables, into which thefe myfteries were turntd, this verT 

"(I)' Origep contra calfum, lib. I. p. n.' ,; 
(7.) .. Thofe who are ac:quairited With thefe mYfteries," -Cay' rco­

erates, "mfure to themfelves very pleaDlIg' hope. again III tlie1tour 
.. of death, lind ~cb ex\enJ to a whole \!ternny." 'I Thefe: my!:' 
.. terie~," fays Epiaetus, " were e!l:ablifhed by the antients, to, re­
.. gul ate the lives of 111'11,- and to banilh diforders from the world;" 

, L \ important 
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important truth was fiill conveyed. that there .'ould be 
a fiare of judgment, in which the virtuous would be reo 
warded, and the vicious' punifhed. The very prayer, 
or form of abfolution. which was given by the Egyp. 
tian pritfts to the relations of the deceafed, contained 
a ufdul lefi"on to tbe living. as it exhibited a concife 
fyfiem of thofe morals which were to entitle' them to 
the divhle favour, and to a decent biJrial in tIle plains, 
On the confines of the lake Acherufia. This prayer 
was preferved by Porphyry, who copied' it from Eu­
phantes, whofe' works are now .loft, and is as follows: 
.. 0' fun~ thou tid! divinity l' and y'e cdefiial gods who 
.. gave life to lUan! vouthfafe to receive me this day 
co into your holy tabernacles. I hue endeavoured, to 

' •• the ben of my power, to render my life agreeable to 
.. you; I have behaved witb the highefi Yeneralion to­
,II wards the gods, with whom I was ,acquainied in my 
"C, infancy; I have never failed in my duty to tbofe who 
e, brought me into being, nor in natural affeflion to c. the womb that, bore me. My hands ale pure from 
c. my neighbour'S blood; I have maintained an invio­
.. lable regard to trmh and fidelity;' and may I not 
c, appear to. the filence of mankind, who have nothing 
co to lay to my charg~ as a (ure and tertain teflimony 
u of my integrity? If;. hpwever, any perfonal and fe­
cc cret fault has dcaped me, and I have offended in 

-c, eating or in driking, let thefe entrails bear all the 
•• blame." Here the entrails of the deceafed were pro­
'eluced by the rdations,' and Immediately thrown ioto 
the lake. 

But however ufeful thefe ceremonies might be as 
praaifed amongft the Egyptians, yet being confidered 
as realities ~y the Greeks, and rendered more ridiCulous 
by the abfurdity of their fabl~, it is 1'10 ,wonder that 
they lo'ft their efficacy. and became, itS, Juvenal informs 
us, dHbeli'eved even 'by their children. ' 

But it, is. not at all ftrange, tbat tbis, fhould 'be the 
cafe with the Greeks. when tbe Egyptians themfelves 
,~!!Fe ,fallen into idolatry, and thofe fimple emblem5, 
once fo well known to this people, were become the 

,medium of their 'prayers and adorations. 'Every thing 
'bad aD air of myftery, and tbele mJftcries were under. 
," 'ftood 
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'(tood by none but the priefi~, or tbof~ to whom' they 

... ere pleafed to explain them, which was always ·dolle 
under the real of fecrecy. The vulgar were filifered to 
-conti Rue in their errors, /ince it might havebecn dan. 
gerous eYen for their priefis to attempt to opel\ their 
eytS, and to reduce thtir' wOlo.ip to thek .6mplicity of 
the ,aotient pra8ice. .' " ..' 

Nothing hal ever. contributed morc to dirguife the 
It'uth,8nd to corrupt the worlhip of the Greeks. arul 
Romans, than the multitBde of fiaions ·introduced by 
their poets. It is this that has principaUy oc:cafioned 
that jumble 'Of images, that indecorum in charaaers, 
and that abiurditv in their naions. which lK-e fo jufily 
oondemned by their wilCft philofQPhers. :. . 
, It is the providence of poetry to change the face of 

nature. to give life and adivity -to iflanimace beings. 
fe"fiance and form to thought; to deify the ·.pallions, 
and ·to create ,a world of its own. The poet is not 
botJnd by the fame laws as other men $ he ha6 a power 
that enaDles him to create and defiroy at pleafure, and 
with the fame cafe he forms gods (3). heroes, men; 'and 
monfiers. He makes quick traofitions. from ·reality. to· 
fiCtion; from fiaiolt to reality, and from thetfe· god9. 
which he believes to. thole of his own. creatiog : . and . 
from hence. arifes a principal fouree of fhat ,coPfufion . 
which Has givenfuth ·different interpretations to~ end­
which renders it (0 difficult to explain the antient.· my- ~ 
t1:iology. The Greek aud Roman poets, have almolt 
atways preferred the marvelous and the ·{parkling to the 
fimplicity of naked trutb. If a princefs died of 
grief for the lors of ~er. h\dband or her child, the was 
changed into a rock Of' fountain; iIlRea<!' of faying that 
C~phalus rofe with! the ~un,. AurC)ra mult. bet: ill love 
with the youth,: i alldlforce ,hUll .abroad. TQ reprefent: 
t he long life' of Joa}\lSj. tbe 'goddefll of,.hellhb muft re­
new his age •. Iniea.d.o{ fayiJlg that EndymiQD . .1.ludkd 
vn . the ; mOUfl~ains. of Caria the coorle of ~be moon, 
tJ.ey tell uS t that he·had lhctre an .illtervi.ew with Diana; 
and that her,.fiayibg .with. her cg,aUalll.t W3. ~he caure of 
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~(es:but as there amours 'could nbt laft for em'y. 
they were obliged to 'irwent a new fable. 'to acc:oun~ fuf 
them .not-her""ay, and therefore they feigned that fome 
(orcere(s .of TheffaJr, lIy ;her -enchantments. drew down, 
the RlOOB to the earth. To ac:count for the perpetual 
vCl'dure of tae lalVeI, ther talked of the amouri. ·of 
Apollo Itnd (4) Daphne. To exprefs the agility. ard 
(wiftne(s of Periclymnus. they affirmed that. he was able 
to'.ft"ume aU fhapes. and at laft turned himfelf into an­
<E'l!gle. A..,phion. by his OIIatory. 'pre"ailed on a· bar­
baroue people to buikl a city, and to dwell ill faciety J 
he is therefore (aid to ·raiCe up the walls of Thebes b,_ 
the (oand of his lyre, _d Orpheus to charm the lioBS. 
and tigm, and ~o move the rocks and trees by hishar-. 
mony; becau(e nothing could withfiand his perfuaflOn. 
oor reflft the force of his eloqaeAce.. ' . 

Who would imaginelhar by the ,wing~ of Dedalus 
llnd karu" were lignified a Alip under faill That aU 
the changes of Ac:helous were only frequent inunda­
tionSl That by the combat of Hercules with".the'g~ 
flf that river, was 'only meant a blDk that was t'ai(ed to 
prevent ,its overttowing 1 That Hercules encountering 
the hydra of Lerna, lignified no Blore ,than a man's 
draining a marthy coufltry; or thllt Htrcules leparllting 
with his hands the twa mountains Calpe ,and, Ab,la. 
when the ocean roOted in with violence, and found·& 
paffage into the Mediterranean, meant no more~ per­
haps. than that. in the time of one Hercules, the ocean. 
by the amfiaoce of an earth'luake, broke a neck of 
land, and formed the firaits of Gibraltar 1 Or that the 
fable! of Palipbae contain, ROthio~ but an intrigue of 
the queen of Crete with a captain 'named Taurus 1 

Who c:ould believe that Scylla alld Charybdis were 
Dilly two danceron!, rocks near' the itbnd· of Sicily. 
fi'rqueotly fatal to mariners 1 That the frigh1ful mani\er 
whic:h ravaged 1he plains of Troy. was the inundations 
of the fea; or that Hmooe's being expofed to this 
mpnfter, meant no more than that the was to be &inn 
to him who pat a "ftop to -thefe inundations 1 

(4-) The laurel was called by the Greeks J)apane-. 
Thus 
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-rhus ",hat Homer and Virgil a~1 ibe to Minerva, i. 
to bit attributed to jmHlence and- gpod condua~ It is 
no longer the exh.l~tions that produce thunder, but 
jtJpiter armed to affright morta". If a mariner per­
ceives a rifmg ftorm, it i& angry Neptune fwelling tl\e 
waves.' Echo ceafes to be a mere found, and become. 
a nymph bewailing the lofs of ber NarcUTus. 

Thus by l,he cloud with which Minerva concealed 
Ulytks, is meant the darknefs of lbe nighi, which fuf­
f~red him to enter the town of the PhCEacians without: 
being difcovered; and ,when Priam is conduEted by 
Mercury into the tent of Achilles, we are only to U\l­
tlerftand, that he fet out to obtain Heaor's body in. the­
dark. with. prefent to appeafe h-" anger. If the de~ 
lights of the country of the Lotophagi detain the com .. 
pan ions of U1ylfes, we are twd by Homer, that the 
fruits of that Uland made thofe who tafted them lofe alll 
ftmembrance of ' their families, or their native country. 
This is an ingenious fiflion intended to convey this­
important truth, that the love of pleafure debauches the 
mind, and banilhes from the heart every laudable affec~ 
rion. 1·(, t~y loiter at the court of Circe. and abandon 
tbemfelltos to riot ahd debauchery, this pretended for"; 
cerefs,' with great elegance and ftrength of expreffion, 
is faid to turn them into fwine. 

If·the poet. fays Latlan'ius, fol1nd it for his intere":, 
to flatter or con Cole a prince for the 1015 of his fon, it 
was bot g:ving him a place a'mongft the ftars. Shep­
herds were -all fatyrs or fauns; fuepherde1fe$, nymph. 
or Daide~.; .Jhips, flying. hortes, men on horfebacJt. 
centauu; every lewd woman was a [yren or a harpy j 
orangei were apples of gold; and arrows and darts; 
Jightning and bolts of thunder. 
. Rivers and fountains had their tutc:lary deities., and 
fometimes were reprerentlild as .deities thc:mfelves; the. 
anitingtheir ftrea.ms was: called marriag~, .and brooks 
'.ndanals wtre their children. If thf'll would fpeak of 
'flh r~inbow. that, too mutt be a gqddefs dre1red in the 
'richeft colours; and. as they, were at a lofs to acconnt 
for the praduttioll of thill pbzaomenon, it was called 
the daughter of Thaumas, a pOetical perfollllge. whoCe 
name ngnififl wonderful. 

L 3 Sometimes 
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. S0l1letimes a e:>necrn for the honour of the I'adirs 

became the' (ouree ot fabl~s. If a prineefs proved 'too 
trail fO \tithlland the attempts of her lover; her fl.t}: 

,terer, ',to {creeD her. replltation, immedililely called in 
~!le affiftanee (,f (ol)leenalDoured god: this wali eafily 
believed by the ignorant vulgar; for tht'Y (ould fuppofe 
none but a divine pel fon coul<l prefume to attempt one 
of her ralrk. Thus her reputation was unfullied, and, 
inftead of becoming infamous, fhe was honoured, and 
the hutband partook of her glory. 'Nor are the /lorie. 
of Rhea Sylvia (,), the mother of Rhemus and Ro­
mulus; and of Paulina (6), thfl-lool~ inibnees to be 
found- in hifiory of the credulity ,of: huJbands lind Pl­
rems. From this fouree, and corruption of the pridls, 
\tere deriVt~ .many of the faples relating to the alDouB 
of rhe gods. 

At other time~, the ftrangeft transformations (prung 
only from a fil1)ilitudc 9f names, and- con6ft~d in a pld)" 
ot words; the Cygnus w:u transformed into a fw:m; 
Picus, into a woodpecker ;-, Hierafe, into a fpar-hawk; 
the Cercopes, into monk ies; and Alopis, into a fox. 
: Tilt; antit-nr opinion, that th~ worl~,'was formed from 
that -Chaos, or ~ eonfufed concoutfe of matter, which 
Hefiod calls the father of the gods, probably had itt rife 
from a literal ill!erpretalion of the begiilOing of that 
fub!ime defcdplioJ1. which Mofes gives us of tbe crea­
tion (7); where, befor<: the formation of any part of 
the uDiverre. it :s faid, 'rhe III rib <&c:as 'Wilhlllll firl1l, ll"iI 
"lIia, lI"a JIITA.:fi 'ZUllo( u/I1. the fllCl if thl 'tep; as the 

, (5) Her uncle Amulius having found means to get into her 
a\lou'tlDents, Numitor, her father, fpread a re~t, diat the twins. 
of which /he was delivered proceeded from the embraces of the 
god of war. Dion.,de HaEc. Ant. Rom. Lib. I. Tit. Liv. I.ilt.'I. 

(6) A young Roman knight, called Mundus, falling in lo\"c 
with PaulID:!, and find:ng all his endeavours to conquer her virrue 
prove fruitlefs, corrupted the prielts of Anubis, who perfil:uled her 
to believe that the gOd was lhuck with her beauty, on which lhe 
was that very night led by her hu{band to the tem\>le. A few da),s 
afler, feeing Mundu., whom ale happen.:., acci«lcntallv to meer, 
he let her into the 1ecret; Paulina" enraged :,"d tilled ~'ith indi~. 
nation, clI1Tied hel" complaint before Tlbelius. who ordered tne 
/lallle of Anubis to be thrown into the Tiber, his prieli.s to be 
burnt alive, and Mundus to be fent into exile:. 

(7) Gen. i. ~. 
la:rcr 
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latter put of the verfe, where the fpirit of God is re­
J)rerenteu as moving or hovering over ,be. 'WaterJ, might 
give the Egyptians. the Pha:nician·s, the Chaldeans, the 
Perfians, and the Indian." the id·ed which they Olean to­
e,xprelS wh~n they talk of the e~g of the worldw 

But it was not fufncient for Ht:livd to make a god of 
Chaos, to defcl":be the ordtr that li>rang from this 
confufmn; Chaos muft have an o (f;pring, and there­
fore, infiead of flying like Mores, thn darknefs was 
lIpon the face of the deep, he fays Chaos brought f:mil 
GJoominefs and Night; an:l, to continue the genea­
Ip!!y •. jnft~3d of raying with the ill1i>ired writer, G~tI 
,divided thr fght fnm tb, darRnr(s, he exprdr~s fo.nething 
like the fame idea, by adding, that from Night fprang 
~ir al)d Day. Mofes fays, Ih:ll God ordered the dry land 
10 Il1I)(Qr. ami (reaud tbe jirnlatllt"t 'Wbich hI (ailed heavt" • 
Hdiod fays, that the Earth begat Heaven, the· high 
~ountains. and the Caves. He then informs us, of toe 
origin of the Ocean, who was the father of Springs and 
Rivers, of the birth of the Slin and Moon, and feverat 
other gods of the lik.e kind. 
, It is very evident, ,that ~his whole account is nothing 
more than an allegOrical hlfiory of the formation of all 
things, in which the various parts cf nature are perfo. 
J;lated; but the hand of the great architetl is waming' 
Ovid treats this (ubjeCt in a more intelligible m:lOner, and 
lVith g,eatbeauty mtroduces the creator, whom he calls 

- God, or nature, forming ,the various puts .witb, the 
1,ltmoft regularity and order. But in nOlhing does he 
come fo near to MQI~s, as in the account he gives of 
the formatiJn of man, which, as well as Moles, he 
makes the 1.11 work of the creation, and· iruroduces 
Promethel,lS, or council, forming him of clay, in' the 
image of the gods • 

.A (reatllN Df a mere IX41ttd ki",I, 
Was wanting yet, ,and tben· 'Was ma, Jijlgll'd. 
COII/tfOUS 0/ thought, '.I more (apaciollJ brlflj1. ' 
For l:7Ipireform'd, a"djit to r."I, ,h, refl (8). 

C S) Ovid. Lib. 1. 

L4 From 
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From this introduClion it will not admlt' of a doubt, 
but that Ovid undedlood the fiory of Prometheus in 
the literal fenfe. And 85 to the circumftanct which he 
omits, of his taking· 'fire from heaven k> animate :the 
Jumpilh for m; what is this, fays a modern author, but 
God'J brw/)illg intI) his noJlr;/; the hr,atb of life' 

And here it cannot be improper to mention a fable, 
which Plato pUIS into the mouth of Arifiophanes (9): 
.. The gods," fays he, .. formed man atfirft of a round 
.. figure, with two bodies, two faces, four legs, four 
.. iec:t, and both fexfs. Thefe mtn were of futh ex­
.. traordinary ftrengrh, that they refolved to make 
.. war llpOJ the gods: Jupiter intenfed at this enter. 
" priLe, would have deflroyed them as he had done 
IC the giants; but feeing thRt by this means he muil 

_ .. have ddlroyed the whole human race, he contented 
.. hilllfelf with dividing them afundc:r; and, at the fame 
.. time, ordered Apollo to ftretch· over the breaft, and 
6.1 other parrs ,of the body, the 1kin, as it is at prefent. 
" Thefe two parts ot the body thus disjoined, want to 
.. be reo united; and this is the origin of love." 

Ovid'mentions only the formation of man, without 
taking the leaft notice of Eve, in which he evidently 
copies the account given us by Mofes, who omits men-

. tioning this in his general hifiory of the cn'alion. And 
«he hint of this fable was probably taken from this 
c:ircumftante, where the fcripture fays (I), Gild created 
mall. anu then adds, mal, and fimall crlll,tI hi th,m.~ 
and the circumlbnce of th.ir being cut afunder, the 
clofing UI) ~he fieth. and the realim given tor conjugd 
love, from Eve's being made of a rib taken out of 
Adam's fidt", and his faying UpOIl this, Sh, is h(JIIt if-.,.. 
'l)lIt, R114 jI,jh of my fifo; tbtrlftr, jhall a 111,,,,1,1.1'&111 hi; 
filth" alia m(Jlb,,., anti eI,a,vI ""'0 his "Wifl (z). . . 

Hence it feems at leaft probable, that lb.e writings oT 
Mofes were not unknown to the Greeh. which makes 
it the more likely. that there wrirings.or a more an­
cient tradition. gave rife to the diWc:rent reprefel)tatMlns 
the Pagans have given us of an ofiginal fiate of inno-

(9) Plato!!1 his Banquet. 
('2.) Gen. 11. :101, :&:I, '"3, :&4-, 

"- .. 
'I cence 
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'~nce, which. was an objea of faiJh amongfl: I'U civilized 
hationt. 'l'his ha~ been painted in the moil: beautiful co~ 
lours. by the heathen poets, under .the, difiin8ion of tbe 
lolden age" or tbe reign of Suurn. , , 

In feveral things, indeed. both Mofes and the heathe~, 
philofophers agree; the, equally affert, ~hat man was 
created in a frate of innocence, and confequendy in a fiat, 
of happinefg, but I;hat debafing his nature, and aliena­
ting himfeIf from God, he be~ame guilty, fubjea to paiR,. 
direar~s, and death, and to all thofe affilaiolls whichaFe; 
Jlecdrary,to awaken his mind, and to ca.l him to his du­
ty: ihat we are firlUJgers here, that this is a .fiate of tri. 
ai, and ,that it is as much our interefl: as duty to fit OUF­

(elves, by, a courCe of virtue _nd, piety, for a Dobler aDd 
more exalted fiate of exiftence. 'l'he Egyp,tians (3) an4 
Perliaos ( .. > had' other (chemes,. wherein the Came iOlpor-. 
hnt truths were cpnveyed, though, according to the ge... 
nj\ls of thofe. eoun.tries, t~ey were wrapped up in allego .. ' 
ries. Plularch h~s given us his fentiments Qll the fame' 
fubjea, and tbey are too'jull: and rational to be omitted. 
", Tihe.world, at its blrrh. ~ys he~.(s) received fwmillS· 
~, ,CFe~or all that is good; whatever ·it ha, at prd"eo.to, 
'''i .hat.c.an be called ,wicked Qr llo1!appy, Is .,9 iodifpofi~ 
" tion foreign to its nature. God ~a.nnot ~ the caufe of· 
'" evil, becaufe he is fovereignly good: ~atter canoot be 
II the cauff! of evil. becaufe it has no aaive force; but· 
:c .. evil comes from ~ third principle, neither fo.perfea ., • 
• '. pod, nor. fo imp!=rfea as ml/.tter.~' . 

. .. , (3<) ':fhe:Egy)Jtiana .deJlive the fpuree 9fnatural ana moral n'lil; 
bolD a ~vitk.~ /pirit wltom tney caU Typhon. I ' 

(+). Ttle Perfians deduce the origin of all the djforder and wick­
edoers iii the ~yorld ftom evil fpirits; the chief,of whom they call 
Ahrim or Arimanias.: l.ight, ,,fay they., CUI produce ·nothiag but: 
!ig~ •. and ~.neveJ'. ~e die .origi,n, of .~)/il: ;it,prociuced .ft:Vera~' ~ 
<l~, ~I pf them fpl,ntua" lpmlll9U~ an~ .,powe.rful; blJJ;, Apma.-· 
nius, their d'lief," 1M an' evil thought' contrary to the light: he 
.~ aJI4I.,ljy that40abting became..dadt.; .aH.friDnJaeDcc}WO­
ceeded ."jllltner is.cOntrarY to the light •. Ther alfo tell UI 1h8t 
rherewill come a time ~hen Arim .• nias ·!hal 'be completeiy de- . 
~-~t\tt!"~mIt 'lllIIUc:liange rtaiorm, :and .when alllD~n • 
• kiwl'liaJl enjoy the f:mie life, : lan,juage aJld go'emamit. See Dr •. 
Boyete's ancierit\reliifian;o(.tIIe Per1iaDs. . 

(~) Plutarch de Aniro. form. p. lOIS. . 

L S, The 
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The' notion of guardian angels has' been conterided' (07 
by many Chrifiians, who allcdge reveratpail'ages of fcrip-

· ture, that feern to favour this doaril\l',w~i1e others ha,e 
turned aUthar ha& been fa:d of thefe Genii into allegory;. 
and anert, that by the two dzmons, t.he one good, and 
the 01 her bad, ale meant the influences of confcience, and 
the ftrength of appetite. ' 

it is very evident, however, that the Greeks had an i­
dea of thefe beings, alld that their exiftence was gent'ral .. 
ly believed. Hence, according to Plutarch, came their 
fables of the Titans and Giants, and the engagements of 
Python againll A poll!'; which have fo! near a refem61anc:e 
!O the fit~~ons of Ofiris and 'Typhon. Thefe ~et'e be­
Ings (upenor to men, and yet compofed of a fpintual and 
~rporeal nature; and cQnfequently capable of an,imal" 

. plellfures and pains. ' The' fieliobs relating to the giantS', 
In Mr. Banier's opinion (6), took their rife from a paf­
(age in Gendis; where, it is raid, that the (7) fons of 
God, whom the antients fuppofed to'be guardian angels, 
becameenamonred with'the daughters ot men, and that 
'their children were migbty men, or giants, the' word in 
the original fignifying' eilher &iants, or men become' mon­

,ftrous by their crimes; their heads, inftead of their guilt". 
· .. ere faid to re~h to the clouds, while the wickedflt'fs of 
their lives might not improperly be termed fighting a­
gainftGod, and daring the thunder of heaven. But 
howevenhis be, it will Ilardly be doubted, but that this 
paffdge might give rife to the amours of the gods and 
,oddcffes~ a114. rll"ir. valiou~ int(igue~_wit~ ~or!.* .. __ ~~ 

· rile frequent appearanee of real angels to 'the patriarchs. 
and the hofpiiablc: reteptit)n they intt 'wiih pride .. :fbi: lIif­
£uife of travellers; 'might give room for the poets fiG 
'f'orm, upon the (ame plall, the .uilcs lof Bauds' ana Phile-. 
mon, and to contraft that beautifuJ Jjli8u:re 0,£ h)lmbl.e c~~:­
tent, and of the peace that blefres the homely cottages of 
the innocent and good, with. the frary of Lyclon; Who 

, . " I"~ . 

! . ) it 
J .. J (I. 

· (6\ Banier, vol. I. ,~,,"SS .. ( " ' '", ,. .. . .. ""C' 

(1) Gen. vi. s. By the~olJS of God, is liereundoubtecllYlmeaDt 
.the deCcendants' {If S!=th, who bad on::bably t!H- titleglvaa .~ 
to diftinguilh them from the defc: la.or.,cain, who were c:alU:d 
the faDS of men. .; ., ;. • .... , ... : d '~J 

, w~tmg 
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wanting humanity, and being of a ravage inhoipitable 
temper, is, with great propriety, faid· to change his form 
into OOl' more luitaole. to the dilpofition of his mind. 
The moral of this fal>le is, that humanity is the cbarac­
terillic of man; and tbat a cruel foul in a human body is 
only a wolf in difguifl'. 

It is certain, that the traditions relating to !'he univer­
(al deluge, have beeo found in almoll all nations; and 
though the deluge of Deucalion Ihould not appear to be 

. the fa.me as that of Noah, it cannot .be doubted, but 
that fame circumfiances have been borrowed from No­
ah's hillory, and that thefe are the moll firiking parts 'of 
the dcfcriprion. Lucian, fpeaking of the antient people 

· of Syria, the country where the deluge of Deucalion is 
· fuppofed to have happened, fays (8) that " The Greeks 

" aifert in their fables, ·that the firfi men, : being of an 
· c, iofoleot and cruel difpofition, inhuman, inhofpitahle, 

c, and regardlefs of their faith, were all dffirqyed by-
· ., a deluge; the earth (9) .pouring forth valt fi~eams of 
· c, water, fvrelled the rivers, which, together wirhthe 

c. rains,. made the fea rife above its banks, and overflo.w 
· " the land, fo that all ",as laid under water: that Deu-
• c& calion alone faved himfelf and family in an ark, and 
.. two of each kind of wild aod tame animals, who, 10-
~. fing their animolity, entered into it of their own 81:­
U cord:' that thus Deucalion Roatedon the waters till 
" tbey becaRle aifuaged, and then repaired the numaQ, 
"' race." 

We afe alfo informed, that thit veffi:llrefied on a high, 
mountain; and Plutarch even mentions the dove, and A., 
bydenus· (peaks of a certain fowl being letoot of the ark, 
which, finding 110 place of rell, returned rwice into the 
veffi::l. We are told too, that Deuc:alion, a perfon .f 
firiCl piety and virtue, offered facri6ce to jupiter the fit­
viour. Thus the facred writin~s inform us, that' Noah 
offered facrifices of clean· beafts, in token of gratitude CIO 
God, foo having.graciouaf preierved both· him and his·fa.. 
mily; ;. " . 

. ' .. 
. (8) De Dea Syria. ' '. .' 
(9) The fame thoug\tt isexprelfed: by MoIea,-. who Jays, .<I • 

.i'gulllaillS of tbe greal-deep <were brDke" up,. 
Thul 
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Thus it appears, that idolatry and fables being once ,ret 

on foot, the people, who frill retained confufed ideas of 
fome antient truths, or the moft remarkable partia11ars 
of fame plft tranlaaions, adapted them to the prefc:Pt 
mode of thinking, Or applied them to f"eh fables as kem­
cd to have any relation thereto. By this means truth'and 
falfehood were blended together .• and thus it ha"pen~, 
that we frequently find fome traces of hiftorf intermingled 
\\'ith the moft ridiculous fiCtions, and remarka\}Je tranf­
aalons fometimes, pretty exaflly related~ tho' at the factle 
time conl'oundt:d with the grofieft abfurdities. 

It is very evident, that" the di,ifion of rime' into feven 
day~ could only be a tradition confuntl" prc[erved. and 
handed down from the, moft early ages. This appears to 
be the moft antient method of reckoRing tinle •. unC'e, ,it 
was very early obferved by the K'gyptian'i. But of thi" w~ 
have faid enough in the preceding difi'ertation; to which 
it properly belong.. " . . .. 

It .appears from the account -we have gi,en ,of th,.. abeb­
logy of thti antients. that the. Egyptians, Grf,eks~ ",nd 
Romans worfbipped only one Almighty, inde.pepdant'.Be­
ing. the Father of gods and men, with a fupreme adora­
tion; and that the feveral {uperiar deities public:kly' "m"-

, fllipped, were. only different names or attributes of the 
(arne Gods. This is afi'ertl!d not only 'by fevera) of fhe 
Pagans, but even by St. Aufiin. Whether this diftintlionwas 
JIIaimained by the, bulk.of the people amongft the Greels 
and Romans, is not fo eafy to determine; it is probablt, 

':that they might 'imagine them diftin8: beings. fubordin~te 
to the fupteme. Hoivever, there were others univerfaUy 

. allowed to be of an inferior dafs, and thefe were the rn\­
rional and tutelary deities, among which bft number we 
lIlay reckon the good d2mons. or houfhold gods, which 
the Romans uI'?ncQnqueringany nation or city, in.fi~td 
to take 'up their refidence amongft them. Thefe -:ue 
.undoubtedly worihipped with an· inferior kind of.,adont­
. .uc>n. Sin~ the Stoic and Epicurean philofop"el'st~.M 
allowed thtir exiftence, helieved tbem to be mortal; aM 
'tbl.t t~el ~~re t~ P,erifb in. the ,e~era~. ~o~ftagraf~on,_ in 
wlllch fliey ImagIned tne world was to be dellroyeCl by 
bre. To this Pliny alludes, when defc:ribing thedask­
.ef. uti .horror tbat attended 'the 'eI'\lption Of Vefuvius, 

'. .',' . -' he 
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; 'he fays, that fome were lifting up their hands to the gods; 
, but that the greater part imagined, that the laft and eter­
'nal night was come, wbich' Was to, deftroy both the gods 
and the world together: ' , 
, This diftinftion may bejuftified by the united tet1:imo­

nr of the antients; and indeed it in a great meafure re­
'moves the abfurdity of their continually introducing what 
'Were 'called new gods; that is new mediators. and new 
methods or ceremonials to be addedy on particular occa­
fions, to the antient worfhip. . 

The idolatry of the Pagans, did not conlift in paying 
adirea adoratioli to the ftatues, but in making them the 
( .) medium of, worfbip; , and therefore, whether the fe­
veral deities were reckoned to be 'inferior beings, o(ooly 

'ldifferent nilt1~es 'or attributes of one fupreme; yet their 
(ymhols, the fun, moon, and Ilars, or the ftalues erea­
'ed to the honour of,their gods, were never (except a­
mongft the loweft and moft ignorant of people) acknow­
Jedged as the ultimate objet\s of worfbip. In thefe fla­
nks. 'howevel', the deity was fuppofed 'to refide in a pe-
tuliar' mariner. . ' I , 

, ' ,Btlt even this was not always the cafe r it is very eli­
dent, that the ftatues ereEted to the pafflons .. the vlrt~es. 

, ~,--------------------~-----------------------------------~-
': (I) The fol\y of reprefenting the infinite and OIliniprefent f~irit, 
,~ a fenfible'image, is obvious from a very rlJlQll ci'egreeof l't:-
Ilitlion; aDd from hence' ariCe. the crime of idolatty" or, repJle­

~ fenting ~im by tbe work.a of natu~. or thofe of meAl band., III 
it is a ilegradation of the deity~ and an affront to the,Being, wh.ole 

f glorious elTence is unlimited and unconfined i from hence pro­
ceeds that elrcl:1mation of the prophet, lI'bertrmto jha/J,JI LIKEN 

_1IU,.(aitll tbl,lArd, &c., . " ,. 
When the Ifraelitea made the KOlden calf, and cried Dutil 'Itil 

, is thl God tbtll brofl8!!!. us out of thl lAnd of Egyp~ ~hey I1\Uft ,-lie 
fnppofed to mean"., bis rljJ.r,(ents thl GoiL that 'brought us out, ,pf 

, thlland of Egypt. They'haa lately lefta country fond of fym­
'bols, where they bad been ured to fee 0';11: thing'reprele'!ted by a­

. , ftOther;. and tIM: fun, the moft gloriOUS '.Jmage Of tt\e7delty, wlttn 
hi: enters into Taurus, reprefented by a bull. Had tIIey,been ,{CJ ftu-

, • pid as to imagine tbis calf. which they bad juft made,. ~o ~ _e 
, god of their fa~ef$: the god that had wrought fo many miracJei 
fotthem, even before they' bad given him 'exiftence i their folly 
.would be entirely inconfiftent \Vitti.the rational nature of man. ena 
they mut\: have Deen abfolutely incapable' both of moral and,owil 
government, and could only be aQCOlDltcd iiliots or madmen. / 

;t 
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and the vices, were not of this cIafs. , The Romans had 
p"rricular places for offering up particular peth~ons; tht'y 
offered up their prayers for health .in the temple of Sal-

• Ius; they praytd for the prefervation of their liberties 
before the ficltue of Liberty, and offered their facrifices 
to the Supreme before a ilgure expreflive of their wants. 
Fever, in the opinion of the' molt fiupid of the volgar, 
could never be confidered as a god, yet at the altar of 
Fever tliey befought the fupreme to prt:ferve them from 
being infeCled with this diiorder, or to cllre th~ir friends 

, who were already infeCled by it: And at the altar of Fea'r~ 
they put up their filpplications, that they might be 'pr~­
ferved trom the infiuen,ce of a lhameful panic in tIle Jay 
Qf battle. 

As this appears evidently to be the Cafe, it is no woo­
&fer, thanhe number of thefe kind of gods became very 
great. Some of thefe, by th~ parade of cer.emonies that 
attended this method of devotloll, were found, to have a 

. mighty effea on the minds of the vulgar: So that wh.en 
. any virtue began to, lofe ,ground. a telI!pl~, .o~, a.t le~.q. 
an 'altai ereCl.td to ItS honour, was fure tq ralfe It from 

_ its declining fiate, and.to reinfiafe its influence :<>D • tlie 
heart of man. , 

This appears to be a trlle reprefentation '0£ rhe' rate .. 
-from the a~cotlnt whtch -DioayfiU5 6£ HalicamaffltS give. 

(2) of the rel!f"ons which induced N uma POO1pilius to in­
, troduce Faith into the number of the Roman divinide$, 
and which, dOl.lbtlefs. gave rife to all the other deities of 
tbe fame kind. that 'were ·afterwards introduced. ," To 

... engage his people to mutual flith and fidelity, (aysh~, 
"Numa had recollrfe to a method hitherto unknown 
'" to the mofi celebrated Iegiflators; plI,blic co~traas, he' 
." obferved, were feldom violateCi. from the regard paid 
., to thofe who were witneffes to any engagell:ent, while 
.. thofe made in private, tho' in their own'nature no Iers 

_" indifpenfible than the other! were not . fo firiClly ob­
" ferved ; whence he conc1ud~d,tha~ b~ d~ifying Faith, 
., thefe contraai would be fitll more blOdmg: befides, 
., he thought it unreafonabif·, that while divine honours 
40 were paid to Jufiice, Nemefis and Themis. Faith, 

.(a) Dion; HaJi,.) I. ".' Co 75' 
.. tbe 

D;g,\i,ed by Coogle 
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'n the moft facred and \'enerable thing in the world, 
l. ,fhould receive neither publ"ick no:- private honour; he 
c. 'therefore built a temple to public Faith, and inlHtuted 
cc facrifices, the charge of which was to be defrayed by 
c. the publick, Thi~ he did with the hope~ that a veneration 
" for this virtue 'being propagated thro' the city, would 
,,' inrenfibly be communicated to each individual. 'His 
'" cOllje-aUTeS proved true, and Faith became fo revered, 
.~ that lhe had more force than even witndfes and oaths ;. 
It fo that h'was the common method. in cafes of inlrica. 
tt cy. 'for magiflrates to refer the. dccifiori to the faith ot 
•• the contending r parties". ' 

. ';fhus it appe;t.rs evident, that thefe kind of ..gods, and 
the temples erelled to their kdnour, were .founded-1lot OIl. 

lyon political, but on. virtuous principles. This was un­
doubtedly the clie, WIth 'refpeCl: to the Gneks as well a~ 
the Romans: for a propofal being made at Athens, to 
introduce the combats oithe gladiators; 6rft throw down, 
e[ie.! out an ~,thenian ,philo(ovher from the midft of the 
frr'1mbly~ t1uow'down tlie alt,~r, eteaed by our ancdlors 
a'bovF'a ihOurandyears ago~to Mercy., 'Wa~ not 'Ihis to 
fay, that they had no riet'd 6( ad ~~tarJto illfpire a regard 
to m~rcr ~I)d compaffion~ whbl1 they wanted publick 'pec~ 
WIts toJ,(~~ a lAvage cruelty and ,hardnefs of heart~' 

'" J ·i'-·( ~. 
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CONTAI·NING 

, 'I 

An Account o( the nrioDs Methods of Divination. by Af­
tralogy, Prodigies, Magic, Augury,; the Aufpices aDa­
Oracles; with a fhort Altc:Ountof :Altars, facred Groves 
and Sacrifices, Plieft, and Temples. ' 

1 r 

. ; 

_ I. Of ,AST.lt.O,",OGY. 

A· STROLOGY was doubtIefs the fjrfr method 'of di,; 
vin~tion, and proJ>a~ly, prepared therninc;l of mad 

for the other, no lefs ~b(ur~, wa~s of (earching into fo; 
turity ; and therefore it fbort view of the rife of this pre­
tended fcience cannot be improPer. in this 'p4c;,e,. efpeciaI­
Iy as the hiftory of thefe abfurdities is the'beft method of 
coofuting them. And indeed, as this treatife is chitfty 
defigned for the improvement of youth, nothing can be 
flf greater fervice to them than to render them able to 
trace the origin of thoft: pretended fciences, fome of 
which have even frill, an infiuen,~e on many weak and ig-
norant minds.. But to proceed, ,f 

The Egyptians becoming ignorant of the aftronomical 
'hieroglyphics, by degrees, looked, upon the names of the 
figns, as expreaing certain powers with which they were ' 
inveftec;l, and as indications of their feveral offices .. 
Tile SUDt- on account of its fplendor and enliven­
ing infiul'nce, was imagined to be the great mover ot '­
nature; the Moon had the fecond rank of powers. 
and each fign and con'fiellatiQn a certain Olare in the. 
government of the world; the Ram bad a frrong in-' 
ftuence over the young of the flocks Il')d herds; the 
Ballance eouid infpire nothing but inclinations to good .' 
.ordtr and juftice; and tbc.. Sc;orpioD e~cite onl), eril 

. dif-
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dirpotitions: and. in fh~rt, Ihat each fWS produced the 
goOf'dtevi1:.iMimateq by its, name. Thus, if the child 
'happ~ea to be born at the il1ftant' when the firfi: flar of 
the Ram rofe above the florizon. (when. in order to 
give. this nonfenfe the air of a fdence, the ftar was 
fuppofed to have itli greateft influence) 'he would be ricB 
in cattle j and that he who fhould enter the world under 
the Crab, fhould meet with nothing but difappointment, 
and all his affairs fhould go backwards and downwards. 
The people were to be happy whore king entered the 
world under the fign Libra; but completely wretched if 
he 1hould light under the horrid fign Scorpion: the per­
fons born under Capricorn. efpecially if the fun au the 
fame time afcended the HoriZon, were fure to meet with 
fuccefs, and to rire upwards 'like the wild goat, and the 
(Iln whidl then afcends for fix months together; the 
Lion was to produce heroes; and the virgin with hcr 
ear of corn to infpire chall:ity, and to unite yirlue and 
abun"a,nce. Could any thing be more extra98~ant and 
ridiculous! U This way of arguing," fays an IOge,niops 
modern author, .. is nearly like that of a man, who 
U fhould imagine, Ihat. in order to have good wine in 
.. 'his ceJlar, he need tlo no more than hang a good 
" cork at the door/' , 
. 'J he cafe was exaaly the fame with refpea to the' pla- , 
nets. ~hofe'inftuence is onl.y founded on t1:le wild fuppo,: 
fidon of their being the habitation of the pretended dei .. 
ties. whoee names they bear, and ,the fabulous charaetert ~ 
the poets have given them. 

Thus to Saturn they gave languid and even deftruetive' 
influences. for no other rearon, but becaure they l)ad been 
plea fed to make this planet ,the refidence of $aturn, who 
was painted with grey hairs and a fey the. . ' 

To Jupiter they gav,e. Ihe power of hefiowing crowns, 
and diftrib'lIting long life, wealth and grandeur, meerly' 
bccaufe it bears the !lame of the father of life. 

Mars was fnppofed to infpire a ftrong inclination fa,r 
war. becaufe it was believed to be the reddence of tne 
God of War. 
V~nus had the power of renderin'g men yoluptuou,S, 

1Lnd fond of pleafure, becaufe. they had been 'pl~afed. to 
~lV~, _ 
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give .it the name of one, who, by fome, was thought ~ 
be the mother of pleafure. 

Mercury. thongh almoft always invifible. would never 
have been thought to Cuperintend th'e profpuiry ot flates, 
and the affairs of wlt aNd co nrnerce. held lIot mell, 
without the lea It rea Con, 'given it the n:Jme of one who was 
tuppofed to be the inventor of civil polity. .' 

According to the aftrologers. the power of the afcend­
ing planet is greatly increafed by that of an afcending 
fig"; then the benign influences are all united and fall 
together on the head of all the happy infants which at 
that mOlllent enter the world (I) ; yet can any t~ing h'e 
mure c<lntrary to exp:.-rience, which jhews us, that the. 
charaClers alld eveuts produced by perfons born under the, 
fame a(p·:fl of the fiars, aTe fo far from being alike, that 
they are dinClly oppofite. 

Thus it is evident, thlt aftrology is built upon no­
principles, that it is foundtd on fables, and on influ­
ences void of reality, Yet abfurd as it is, and eve~ \\las. 
it 'obtained credit, and the more it fpread. the great~r: 
injury was don,e to the -caufe of virtue. IoLlead of the 
exercife of prudence and wife precaution, it fubftit~ted. 
fupeTftitious forms and c:hildifh praClices. it enervated, 
the courage of the brave by apprehenfioos grounded on 

(I) .. What com pleats the ridicule, ray. the Abbe 1a Pluche. t~ 
.. whom we are obliged for thefe judicious obfervations. is," that, 
.. what aftronomers call the firlt degree of the Ram, the Balance •. 
.. or of Sagitarius. is 110 longer tile firft fign, which gives fruit-
.. fulners '0 the flocks, intpires men with a love of jultice, or form$ 
.. the hero. It has beea found that all the celeftial figns have, by 
II little, receded from' the vernal Equinox, and drawll back. tG 
" the eaR:: notwithlb.nding thr... the point ot the zodiac that cuts 
II the eqnator is /till called the firR: degree ,of the Ram, tho,,~ the 
II f.rlt tbr of the ram be thirty degrees beyond it, and- aU the 
" other ugns in the' fame proportion. When··therctore anyone is . 
.. faid to be born under the fir.1I: degree of the Ram, it was in 
.. reality 'one of the degrees of Pifces that then came above the ho; 
" rizon; and' when another is faid to be born with a .. bya! -{vul, 
Ie ancl heroic difpofitions, becaufe at hiS birtlt the plane~ Jupiter 
"afcended the horizon, in conjunaion with the tirft ftar 0 Sagi- I 

" tary; Jupiter wns indeed ~t that time in conJun8:ion with a liar 
II thirty d,egrees ~al\ward of Sagitary, and in ttood trut.h it was 
" the pernICIOUS Scorpion that prefided at the bIrth of thl~ happy, 
.. this incomparable child." Abbe Pluthe's Hiltory of the Rea· 
VClU, Vol. I. p. Zj5' 

puns 
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)llns and quibbles, and encouraged the wirk~d, by mak­
ing them lay to the charge of a planet thofc evils whicb 
!>nly proceeded from their own dt'pravity. _ 

But not content ,with thefe abfurditifs, which dcll:roy. 
ed the very illca of liberty, they afferted that thefe Il:ars, 
"hich had not the leidl: connetlion with mankind, go. 
verned all the parts of the human body (z), and ridicu. 
10.uOy affirmed, that the ram prelided over the head j 

the bull over the gullet; the twins over the breall:; the 
fcorpion over the entrails; the filhes over the feet, &c. 
By this \TIeans they preten~ed to account for the vari.' 
OUS ·'diforders of the body; which was fuppcfed to be in 
a good or .bad difpofition, according to the different af­
peets pf thefe figns. To mention only aile inltance; 
t.hey pretended that great caution ought to be ufed ill 
taking a medicine under Tau, us, or the Bull, becaufe as 
this animal chews his cud, the perfon would not be able 
to ketp it in his Il:omach. . 

Nay, the influence of the plane.ls were Extended to 
tll~ . po¥<:els of the earth, where. they were _ fuppofed to 
pro~qce . metals. From henfe.it appears, that when 
fuperllition and folly are once on .&>ot, there is no felting 
bounds, to their progrEfs. Gold. to be fure, mull: be 
the pr.odu8ion ,of the fun, aud the conformity in point 
of colour, brigh!ncfs, and value, was a ffnfible proof of 
it. .ay .ahe fame way of reafo1lillg, Jhe moon .produced 
all· tbe filver to which it was related by c'Jlour; Mars 
all the irpn, wliich ought to be the favouHte metal of I 

t h'e' God of' War; Venus prcfidtd over copper, ~hich 
file Wight well b~ [uppored to produce, fillce it was found 

'(2) Each houl" of the day had alfo one' the number feven, as 
~ejng that of the ph nets, became of mig~ty confcquence. The 
fc\'cn days in the weeis-. a periI'd o~ timelunJ~ddowl) p,y. tr..adi~ 
tion, happened to correli>ond with the number of the plan~ts j and' 
therefore th~y .gave the name of apknet to each d:lYj and from 
thence,lu'lle days in. the. )lVeek were cO\lliJel.'ed as mOl"e fOrtunato 
Ol' unlucky il)all ·the relt: MId hence .fl:v,en times feven, calle" 
the c;lim.aa~·ical rei'iod of hour" .la\'5 or j'('ars, "" re the ught 
exrre1l1dy da.t,gero11s, and to have a lhrpnfing ttteCl: on l'';vate 
~rfl.>ns, the f~rtllne of princes, and the go. vemment of Ihlles: 
Thus the mind of m:tn became diftre/l"ed hy imaginary evil~, am} 
the approach of thefe morilents in tht:mfe1ve~, as harmlels as the 
reA: of their lives, ha<, by the frrength of imagination, brought 
on tbe moll fatal dfe8s. 

in 
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in plenty in the ifle of Cyprus, which was fuppored to 
be the favourite rdidcnce of this godders. By the famo 
fine way of rcafoning, the other plaftets prefided o,er 
the other metals. The languid Saturn was fet over mines 
of lead; and Mercury, on account of his atHvity, had the 
fuperintendancy of quickfilver; while it was the province 
of Jupiter to prtfide over tin, as this was the only metal 
that was left him. 

From hence the metals obtained the names of the pla­
nets; and from this opinion. that each planet engenderrd: 
irs own peculiar metal, they at length conceived an opi­
nion, that as one planet was more powerful than another-, 
the me!al produced by the weakeft was converted into 
another by the inBuence of a ftronger planet. -Ltad, 
though a rcal metal, and as perfefi in its kind as any' of 
the reft, was confidered as only a half metal. which, 
through the languid inBuences of old Saturn, was Itfr 
imperfefi; and therefore, under the afpta of Jupiter. it 
was converted into tin; tinder that of Venns, into Copper j 
and at laft into gold, under fome particular afpeas of the 
fun. And from hence. at}aft arofe the extravagant opi. 
nions of the alchyRiifts~ who, with wonderful fagacily, 
endeavoured to find out means for haftening thefe Changes 
'or tranrmutations. which, as they conceived, the planets 
pertormed too {lowly; but,.at !alt, the- world was con­
vinced that the art of the. alchymift wu as ineff'eattal as 
the in8uencts of the planetF, which, in a long fuccemon 
of ages, had never been known to change a m;ne of lead 
to that of tin; or any' other metal. 

5. 

II. Of PP.ODIGIU. ' 

WHOEVER. reads the Roman hillorians (3), mnA 
be furprifed at tht number of pl"odigies whIch 

are conftantly recorded, and which frequently filled the 
people wilh the mufi dreadful apprehenfions. It muft 
be confeffed. that fome of thefe ftem alt~gether fuptr-, 

h) Particuh,rly Livy, Dionyfius .r Halicarnalfus, Pliny, and I 

Valcrjus M~im\ls. 
natural ; 
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Datu;;"; .. hile much the greater part only confi1l: of rom~ 
qf . tho IIp~Olnmoll produaions 'ef nature. which fuperfti. 
dcIn.lways attributed to a fuperior caure. and reprefented .,1 the prognoflication of fome impending misfortunes. 
~,~.Of this -clars may· be reckoned the appearanee of tWo 
f.ns, the nlghtl illuminated by rays of light. the views 
ef fighting armies. fwords and fpears darting through 
the .ir.; OIowers of milk, of blood. of frones. of alber, 
"r of fire I and the birth of monfrers, of children, or 
of beafts . who had two beads or of infantt who had 
{ome. feature rerembling thofe of the brute creation. 
'Fhefe were all dreadful prodigies, which filled the people 
wilh inexpreOible aftonifhment, and the whole Roman 
empire with an extreme perplexity; and whatever unbappy 
nont followed upon thde, was fure to be either caufed or 
pA!diaed by tbem. . .' 
f Yet nOlhiag .is more eafy thaR to account for thefe 
prodllilions; which have no relation to any events that 
may·happen to follow them. The appearance of two 
f(H1s has frequently happened in England, as well as in 
Other places. and is only caufed by the clouds being placed 
in fuch a fituation, as to reflett the image of that lumi..; 
ury J naflurnal fires, ,inflamed fpears. figbting armies, 
w~re DO more than what we call the aurora boreali§, 
IIOrtbern 'lights, or inflamed vapours floating in tbe air; 
Jhow~s of 1I:oner, of afhes, or of fire. were no other than 
tbe:etre&s of the eruptions of fome yolcano at a confide­
rable difhlnce; fhowers of milk were only caufed by fame 
«luatity in the air condenfing, and giving a whitifh co­
lour to the water; and thofe of blood are now well known 
to be only the red fpots left upon the eanh, on ft~m:s 
and the leaves of trees. by the butterflies which hatch in 
~tor ftormy weather (4). . 
4\i-ff,·, ~.( J 

~.':';~ ,..".!, " • .. " . 

'(+) Tlii. baa been fully ,roved by M. Reymw, in hi' hiftory 
flf inteas. 

Ill. Of 
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IIT. Of MAGIC. 

M AG I ci. or the pretended art of producing, by 
the aRiftance of words and ceremonies, fuch evePlS 

as are above the natural power of man, was of fevenl 
kinds, and chiefly confilltd in invoking the good anJ 
bene'tolent, or the wicked and ,mifchievous fpirits. The 
firft, which was called Theur.gia, was adoptc:d by the 
wifeft of the Pagan world, who efieemed this as much 
as they defpifed the latter, which they called Goetia. 
Theurgia was, by' the philofophers. accounted a divine 
art, which only ferved to raife the mind to higher per­
fection, and to exalt the foul to a greater degree of 
purity; and they, who by means of this kiod of ma­
llie, were imagined to arrive at what was caUed intu­
Ition, wherein they enjoyed an intimate intercourfe with 
the deity, Wfre believed to be inveOed with their powers, 
fo that it was imagined, that nothing was impoJlible for 
them to perform. 

All who made profcffion of this kind of magic afpired 
to this fiate of perfeaion. The priefi. who was of 
this order. was to be a man of unblemifhed morals. and 
all who joined )"ith him were bound to a ftrict purity 
of life; they were to abfiain from women, and from 
inimal food; and were forbid to defile themfelves by 
the touch of a dead. body. ,Nothing was to be forgol 
in their rites and ceremonies; the luft omiffion or mif. 
take, rendered all their art inetfctlual: fo that this Will 
a confiant excufe for their not performing all that wa! 
req\lired of them, though as their fole employment, {af. 
t,er having arrived to a eet:cain degree of .pcrfeClion. bl 
falling, prayer. and the olher methods of purinc;uioDi 
was the ftudy of un:verfal nature; they might gai~ 
fuch an infight into phyfical caulc~, as might enabll 

. t/lem to perform atHons, that might fill the. ignotanl 
vlllgar with amazemtnt. And it is hardly to. be doub~ 
ed, but that this was aU. the knowled~e that many j 
the.m eve~ afpired after. In this fOlt of magic.. Herm 
TnfiD1egiftus and Zoroafter' excelled: and Indeed 
gained 'great reputation amongft the Egyptians. Cha 
dtans, Perfians. and Indians. In times of ignora1\l:~ 

. a piee 
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• piece of clock. work. or fome curious machine, was 
1ufficient to entitle the inventor to the works of magic; 
and fome have even aff'erted,- that the Ejyptian magic. 
that bas been rendered fo famous by the rirings of the 
antients, confined only in difcoveries drawn from the ma­
thematics ami natural philofophy, lince thofe Greek phi­
lofophers who travelled into Egypt in order to obtain 
a knowledge of their {dences, returned with only a know­
ledge of nature and religion, and fome rational ideas of 
tbeir antient fymbols. 
. But it can hardly be doub-ed, but that magic in its 
groffd} and moft ridiculous fenfe was pralliftd in Egypt. 
at leaf!: amongft fame of the vulgar, long before Pytha­
goras or Empedoc1es travelled into that conntry. 

The Egyptians had been very early aecuftomed to vary 
the lignification of their fymbols, by adding to them 
feveral plal;lts, ears' of corn, er blades of grafs, to ex-. 
prefs the different employments of hulbandry; but Un­
derftanding no longer their meaning, nor the words that 
had been made uf~ of on thefe occalions, which were 
equlllly unintelligible, the vulgar might miftake thefe 
for fa many myfterious prall ices obfe rved by their fathers; 
and hence they might conceive the nDtion. that a con­
junCtion of plants, even without being made ufe of as a 
rerredy. might be·of efficacy to' preferve or procure health. 
U Of thefe, fays the Abbe Pluche, they made a collee­
.~ tion, ami an art by which they pretended to' procure 
" the bleffings, and provide againft the evils of life:" 
By the affifi:ance of thefe, men even attempted to hurt 
their enemies, and indeed the knowledge of poifonous or 
urdul flOlples, might on particular oecafions give fufficient 
weight to thtir empty curfes or innovations. But thefe 
magic incantations, fo contrary to humanity, were de­
telted and punithed by almoft -all nations, nor could 
they be tolerated in any. 

Pliny, after mentioning an' herb, the throwing of 
which into an army. it was' faid, was fufficient to put 
it to the rout, alks. where was thi,. herb when Rome was 
fo diftreff'ed by the Cimbri·and Tel1tones 1 Why did not 
the PerfiaRS make .nfe of'it when Lutul}us cut their troopl 
in pieces? . '/ .f 

: I Bu,~ 
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But amongft all the incantations of magic, the mol 

folemD, as well as tlle moft frequent, was that of call­
ing up the fpiritl of the dead. j this indeed was the quin­
tefi'ence of tbeir art I and the reader cannot be difpleafcd. 
to find this myftery unravelled. 

An ,affetlion for the body of a perfon. who in his 
life-time was beloved. induced the firft nations to inter the 
dead in a decent manner; and to add to this melancholy 
inaan,ce of their eJleem. thofe wilbes which had a par­
ticular regard 10, their new ftate of exiftence. the place 
of burial,. conformable to the cuftom of .c;hara8erizing 
all beloved places, or tho" diftinguifbed by a memorable 
"ent, was pointed out by a large ftone or pilar raifed 
upon it. To this "'place families, and when the concern 
was general. mul~itudes repah:ed everr year. where; upon 
this ftone. were made libations of wane. oil. honey, and 
flour; and here they facrificecl and eat in common. hav­
i~g firft made a trench in which they burnt the entrails 
of the yi8im. aad into which the libation and the blood 
was made to flow. They began wilb thanking God for 
having given them life. alld providing their necelfary 
food; and then praifed. him for the good examples they 
had been favoure6 with. 'From thefe melancholy rites 
were banilbed all licentioufnefs and levity; and while 
other cuftoms changed, thefe cOfltinued the fame. They 
roafted the tlefb of the virum they had offered. and eat 
it in common. difcourfiug on the virtues of bim they 
came to-lament. . 

All other feafts were diAinguifbed by names fuitable 
to the ceremonies that attended them. There funeral 
meetings were fimpJy called the manes, that is. the af. , 
fembly. Thus the manes and the dead were words that· 
beca~ fynonymous. In thefe meetings, they ilpagined 
that they renewed their alliance with the dec:eafed, who. 
they foppofed. had ftill a regard for the concerns of their. 
eoun'try and family. and who, Ii.s affeClionale fpirits., 
could do no lefs ,~an inform thcll!tof whatever was neeef- I 

fary for them to know. Thus tbe~nera1s of the dead were . 
at laft converted into methods of divination, and an inno· I 

cent inftitution ilIto ODe of tbe grolfeft pieces of folly and I 

fuperftition. 
But 
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But they did not ftop here; they grew fo extravagaJllt-
1y credulous, as to believe tbat the phantom drank tbe 
ll1>ati.ons tbat had been poured forth, while the relati­
ons were feafiing on the retl: of the facrifice round the' 
pit: and from hence became apprehenfive letl: .the reft 
of the dead fhould promifcuoufly throng about this 
fpot to get a fhare in the rtrail: they were fuppofed to 
be fo fond of, and leave nothtng for the dear fpirit for 
whom the featl: was intended. They then made two 
pits or ditches, into ,one of which they put wine, ho. 
ney, water, and flour, to employ the generality of the 
dead; and in the other they poured the blood of the 
vitiim; when fitling down on the briak, they k~t olf, 
by the fight of their "vords, the crowd of dead who 
had no concern in their affairs, while they called him 
by name, whom they had a mind to chear and confulr, 
and defired him to draw near (~). ' 

The. queRions made by the hving were very intelli. 
gible; but the anfwers of the dead were not fo eafily 
undertl:ood, and thprefore the, priet1:s and magicians 
made it their bufinefs to explain them. They retired 
into deep caves, where the darRnefs and filence refem­
bled the ftate of death, and there fafted and lay upon 
the fkins of the beafts they bad facrificed, and then gave 
for anfwer' the dream which moft affeCled them; or 
opened certain books appointed for that purpofc, and 
gave the firft (entence that offered. At other times the 
pI ieft, or any perfon who came to confult, took care at 
his, going out of the cave, to liften to the firft words he 
1hould hear, and thefe were to be his anfw,er. And 
'hough they had po relation to the bufinefs in hand~ 

Alley were turned fo many ways, and their fenfe fo vio­
lently wrefted, that they made them fignify almotl: any 
thing they pleafed. At other tim~ they had recourle 
to a number of tickets, on which were fome words or 
verfes, andthefe being thrown into an urn, the fira: 
tbat was taken out was delivered' to the family. 

(5) Homer gives the fame acc~unt of thefe ceremonies, when 
Uilifes railes die foul of Tirefiaq; and the fame ufagc~ lire found 
In the poem of Silius Italicus. And to thefe ceremonit-s the fcr~1I'" 
tUf.CS frequent! y allude, when tlle Ifraelites are turbid to ilftCtD~l~ 
upOn higb "laces. ' ',...,... 

. M IV. " 
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IV. Of AUGURY. 

T HE fuperftitious fondnefs 'Of mankind, for £earch­
.ing inte futurity, has given rile te a vaft variety 

of fullIes, all equally weak and extravagant. The Ro-
. mans, in particular, found out almoft innumerable ways 

of divination; all nature had a voice, and the molt 
fenfetels beingll, and molt tritling accidents, became 
prdages of future eyents. This ,introduced ceremonies, 
founded on a miftaken knowledge of anri(luity, that 
were the molt childilh and ridiculous, and which yet 
were periormedwith an air 'Of folemnity. 

Birds, en 8«eunt 'Of their fwifmefs in flytng, were 
{ometimes cenfidered by the Egyptians as the f)mbols 
of the winds; and figures 'Of particular fpedes of fowl, 
were fet up to denote the time when the near approach 
of a periodical wind was expeCted. From hence, be­
fere they undertook any thing of confequence, as fow­
ing, planting, or putting out to fea, it was ufual for 
them to fay (6}, Ltt UI con/1I11 ,b, bi,.ds, meauing th~ 
figns fixed lip to give theru the nertffl\ry informations 
they then flood iR need of. By doing this they knew 
how to regulate their condutl; and it frequently hap­
pened, that when this precautjon was emitted, tfiey 
had reafen to reproach themfelves for their begle£l. 
From hence mankind miltaking their meaning, and re­
taiiling the phrare,. Let III (fltt./Jt thl hirdl. and perhaps 
hearing old fiarks repeated- of the ad1tllotages fuch and 
{uch perf ens had received, by confuhing them in a cri­
-tical mement, when the periodical wind would have 
ruined their affairs, they began to. conceive an ~piniolll 

. that the fowls which fkim through the air were fo man, 
meffeogers (ent from the gods, to inform then) of fu. 
ture events, and to warn them againft any dififierous 
uodtrtaking. Fr~m hence they teok notice of theil 
flight, and from their different manner of flying prog • 
.nofticated good or bad 'Omens. The birds were inj 
fiantly grown wellderous wife. and an owl, "'ho hale! 
the light,. could not pars by the window of a fick per(o~ 
in the night, where he was offended by the light of ~ 

(6) Abbe Pluche's hiftory of the heavens. vol. I. p. =4-1. , 
Jam~ 

I 
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tamp or a candle. but his hooting muft be confider~d 
as pro!-,hefying, that the life of the poor man was nearly 
at an end. 

The place where there auguries were ta~en, among!1: 
the Romans. was 'commonly upon an eminence: th::y 
were prohibited after the month of Auguil, becau1\; 

-: that was the time for the moulting of birds; nor were 
. they permitted on the wane of tbe mOOIl, nor at any 
. time in the afternoon, or when the air was the lea/1: 
difturbed by winds or clouds. 

When all the previous ceremonies were performed, 
the augur cloathed in his robe, and holding his aug ural 
ftaff in his right- hand. fat down at the door of his lent, 
looked round him, then marked out the divifions of the 
heavens with his fiaff, drew a line from eaft to .weft, 
and another from north to fouth, and then offered up 
his fa'crifice. A iliort prayer, the form of \Ii hieh may 
be . fuJficiently feen, in that offered to Jupiter,' at the 
elt:Ciion of Numa Pompiliu5. which was as follows:' 
.. 0 father Jupiter. if it be thy will, that this Numa 
co Pompilius, on whofe head r have laid my hlnd, 

. U fhould be king of Rome, grant that there be clear 
... and unerring fisns, within the bOllnds 1 have dt­
H fcribed." . The prayer being thus (fflded, the prieft 
turned to the right and left, and to whatever point 
the birds direaed their flight, in order to determine 
trom thence. whether the god approved or rejeCted the 
choice. . 

The veneration which the Romans entertained for 
this ceremonial of their f"eligion, made them attend the 
refult of the augury wi'th the moll profound filenee, and 
the affair was no fooner determined, than the augur 
reported his decifion, by faying, '[hi birt/s appro·vI, or 
tbe birds dijapp'rD'V1 il. However, notwithftandil'lg the 
augury might be favourable, the enterprb:e was lome­
times deferred, till they fancied it confirmed by a new 
fign • 

But of all the figns which happened in the air, the 
rnoft infallible was that of thunder and lightning, cfpe­
dally if. it happened to be fair weather. If it eame on 
the right-hand it was a bad omen, but if on the left a 
good ooe; btcaufe. according to Donatus, all· appear-

M z an~$ 
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lInccs on that fide \Vere fuppofed to proceed from the 
'right-band of the gods. 

Let now a'viei#' the £~et:Edchkkert~; for 
an Crt.(:txnizAation the zIirtzmer zheir tl1c 
corn that was offered them, was the ·moll: common m.­
thod of !a,k.i~ the augllf:Y., And i~de~d, the R()mans 
bad Raith IZf myltiZZrtszZ ContEzmzzi In milD-
!leI' fzze<1!~g, fhat th~e~ hrtrd!r . uRdet:Ezrtrth, any 
Important afialr wneout n, zt zdvlfing mzth the-rn. Ge­
·netals fent for them to the fidd, and -confuh,d,l}t'm 
before they ventured to engage the enemy; an,d .iLrlte 

:~irn rtKitrt,;;~;rtzz:;~I:. faz;,z;h i~kk'!:;:tl!~~t:lihiZ;h ~~~ 
coop or .penn, and ~Iltrufied to the care of a perion; 
who, on account of his office" was cal¥!dPuJlariu6. 
'1' he altzzt: h~ing t:nmmlUlzkhhlence, n,d~ 
the .pzrtn to be npened, threw "lprtn the ptrt'lzrtd;a 
b,andful of com. If the chit~e"s" mfiantly 1e3ped. ~at 
()t ,the penn, and pecked up the 'COrn with ruth s:a.ger­
nefs af %:n let Ul,mrt!>f it fiJll !i:0m t~eh bea~s •. t\l''2,rt::qgpl)' ::5 ;;~p;!~~~. a~~! ~:;~lIdlum: z,z:l~lh::::" ~~~ 
.c:iO\lS CAlen; but if they did 40t immediately rllo to the 
-corn, .if t.hey fiew away, if they walked by it .wi,hout 

:ii~;;::gh i~or~!rtddth;Ini;;tt;~et J~ ;;::e~~ dbz:st~ 
fate of tbe greale(t umkrtakings,. and even the {aM·,o{ 
,cjties. and kingdo"!s! was thought 10 depend. on the 

epb~{!~¥;:io~sf%5"" %5%5\C~fli~'~ .. ffz:nrt the dik?±&:ttktg, 
iinging, or. hooting of crows, pies, owls, &c. ,bd frOl1l 
the running of beafis, as heiters,. aifes, ram!+ hare;, 
wolvzs, faxes, weefels· and mice~ when thefeappeared 
in UF7(",n:mon dl((£'5, crz:{idd the or :fD'1~ 
.right l+.ft, &,.:;~ The:y aHH draw HT,Od.,r 
bad omen from the moil common and -trifting actions (lI' 

occurrences of life, as fneezing, Rumbling,:ftarting, the 
of tr:£' little the dnr:1mg of ¥:be ear, 

the fpllilH"g of §;:jt z:pon table,£'!ine Uh"Z:t§ olle's 
c1oaths, the accidental meeting of a bitch .. ith whelp, 
&c. It was alfo the bufi!Je:s of the< augur to iRterprtt 

.dreams, ;:radts7 prod:gz:: 
'fhe 
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Tne cnlI~K'c of infiimTed at by 

:~z::lI!~; ,;~~;: ~~ilGe,. gnto !hWZ PZ~~~~ite;;;~~f 
the ciry wtre divided; but feveraI others· Wt:1"e after­
wards added, and at ldft. according to· a reg\llation of 
~{K'plIa, eollege eunfiiled {freen all rlie 
:lHi dj/l:jn{tkzrz, the kddt of s'thom wos ITla-
fier of the coIlr;ge'; "It was a priefihood ior life, of a· 
.. character indelible, whirh no crime or forfeiture.. 

could ; it w"s· that nnnry 
ihould nombzz?eh to heopJe two 2HZ{H'S •. 

who gllve a folemn tefiimony upon oath. of his dig--
00. oily and fitneCs for that office (7'." ,The· greatefi 
precautions were indeed taken in this election.; for as. 

;:G~e :~rG i'~::~fi:d W~~t f~;~gm'y; of prieihz;:r~: 
and free from all perfcmal defeas. The fenate could 
alfemble in no 'Place but Whd they had confecrated. 

eueres, the dG;;G?~;e~f --. h{bI1~CP:~i;;'~~;;lic~~ 
the fenate, at !aft,. confidering that filch an unlimit­

•• ed power was capable of authorifing a number of 
H abuCes:z d;;:creed ther they fh'enld nor hnne it &htir 

power adjourn eny atfertxhlh that been 
convenn{ (8)." 
Nothing can be more aftonifhing, than to find fO wife: 

a people as the RORl'llns ad"difted to filCh chitdifh fool. 

G~;;s"any !~GG~:~~c:::d ;Gi~~rethet\h~:::;l~zn?~ld 
the other arts of divination: but when the generals. 
J1'.ifcatried in any enterprize,' the. people laid' the whole 
;;:rii:,me 2he hendEeEdnefs whic{ hzzd hEen 
rtwnf11l ted and if hltd C<)l,e~ :z:ng 
a{~~ -aU t{e blame was thrown upon hIm· who had 
preferred his own toreca/l to that ot the tow-Is; 
t hdfe wlto -made thefe kinds of pr.ediaions. a 
zrtrsHery~ accozrtlSrtd and 

conh, oed, a, frotIA 

Cicer;"z~ 
VotL 400. 

3. defeat! 
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o€'feat of Claudius PuJcher, who, when the facrra 
chkkens refufed to eat what was ftt befilre them, or­
d~red them to be thrown into the fel; If tbey won't tat, 
falll he, thry !hall drink. 

V. Of the AUSPICES. 

I N the mort refly ages of the world a fenre of piety, 
and a rrgald to decency, had introduced a cuftom of 

never facrificing to him. who gave them all their blef­
lings, any but the founde11:, the moli: fat and beautiful 
"iClims. They were examined with the c10ftft and 
motl: ena attenti()n. This cc-remollial, which doubt. 
Ids fprang at firft from g\'!titude, and fome natural 
ide:ls of fitnds and propriety. at lali: degenerated into 
triHing niceties and fupertHtious ceremonies. And it 
having. betn Once imagined, that nothing was to be 
(;xpn'l~d from the gods, when the vi8im was imperfefl, 
the jJea of perfttt:on \vas uflited with abundance of. 
trivial circull1Jiances. The entrails were examined with 
peculiar care, 8t:d if the whole was without blemitb, 
their duties were fulfiOed; and under an.a1urance I~at 
t1)cy had tngagtd the gods to be 08 their fide, .• ey 
engaged in war, and in the moli: hazardous undertak. 
ings, with (uch a confidence of fuccefs, as had the great-
en ttndency to procure it. . 

All the mOlions of the viaim that was led to the altar 
became fo .maliy_ p,opblcies. If he advanced with an· 
eafy air in a ftraight lin!, and without offering rdiftance. 
if he made no eXlraordinary bellowing when he received 
the blow, if he did not l!iet 100fe from th~ Ferron that , 
Jed him to. the naughter, 11 was a prognofi:ic of an eafy 
and flowing [ucce(s. 

'The vi8im was knocked down, but before_its belly 
was ripped open. one of the lobes of the liver was al. ! 

lotted to' thOle who offered the facrifice, and the other 
to the enemies of the ihte. That which/wa~ neither 
blemilhed nor withered, of a bright red, and neither 
larger nor fmaller than it ought to be~ prognofticated 
",reat profperily to thore for whom it was fet apart; that 
II> whiclt 

D;g,",ed by Coogle 
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wbich was livid, (mall, or corrupted, prefaged the moft. 
fatal mifchiefs. 

The next thing to be confidered was the beart, whicb 
was. alfo' examined with the utmoft Cllre, as was tht" 
(pleeo, the gall. and the lungs; and if any of thef~ 
were let fall, if they (melt rank. or were bloated. livid 
or withered, it prefaged nothing but misfortunes. 

After they hld fillinl~d their examination of tbe.en." 
. trails. the fire ·was kindled, and from this alfo they 

drew feveral prefages. If. the tame was clear. i,f i& 
mounted up without dividing. and went Dot out #till the 
-ciaim was entirely con fumed, this was a proof' th~t 
the iacrmce was accepted i but if they found it difficult 
flO ltindle the fire, if she flame- divided. if it pl,yed 
around infte~ of taking hold of the yiaim, if it burnt 
lIl, or went out, it was a ba(f OrDeD. ' 
, At Rome the aufpices were always cbofen {rom the 
t.efi families, and as their employment was of tae fame 
aat~e as the augurs. they Were as much honoured. It 
w.a1aJ7ery common thing indeed to fee their prediaion!t 
yeriljcd. by the event, efpeciaJly in their war": .Dor . is 
~s at all wonclerful, the prediflion Dever lulled them 
iDto fccurity, or prevented their taking every necefiar)t 
JJ"'CIll1tion. but. on the contrary, the a1Wran~ of vro.. 
toly infpired that .intrepidity and high courage. t1!hich 
in the common foldiers was the principal thmg neeef .. 
fary to the. atfainment of it. But if. alter the appeal· ... 
ance of a complete favour from the gods .. wl)om they 
kad addreffed, their affairs happened to mifcarry. the 
bla.me was Jaid on (orne other cldty •. JUliO or Minerva 
had'been negIeaecJ. They facrificed to -'hem. recovered 
tbtir {pirits, and behaved· with greater precaution. 
. Howeyer, the bufinefs of the aulpices was not re~ 
/trained to the altars and facrifices, they had an equal 
right to explain all other portents. The fc:nate fre--: 
9~~ntly coofulted them on tbe moft extraordinary pro-. 
chgles. 

~. The college of the aufpices (9). as wen as thole­
"of the otbtr religious orders, had thdr particular 

(9) Kennet'. Roman Antiq. Lib. II. c. +. 
M4 c. rrlmers. 

r-
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'" regitlers and record!!, fuch as the memorials of thua .. 
II der and lightning. the (I) Tufcall binories, &c. 

VI. Of ORACLIS. 

OF all the nations upon earth, Greece was the moll 
famous for oraclt;s. and fame of their wifeft men 

have endeavoured to vindirate them lIpon folid princi­
'plel, and refined reafonings. . X!'llophon ~xpaliatts on 
the necemt, of confulting Ibe god, by angurs and ora­
cles. He reprekllts man as naturally ignorant of w,hat 
;5 advantageous or deftruflive to himCelf; that he is 
to far fro'll hein, able to penetrate into the future. that 
the prefent itfel efeapes him; that his defigns may be 
fruflrated by the Oighteft obje8s; that the deity atone, 
to whom'all .ges are prefent, cao impart to him the in~ 
fallible knowledge of futurity; that no other being can 
give fuccer. to his enterprizes, and tbat it is bighly 
reafonable to believe that he ,wiu gUide and prorel\ tho{e 
who adore him wirh a pure affeflion, who call upon 
him. and coMult him with a fincere and humble re&g­
nation. How furpriling it is that fuch refinrd and Do-. 
ble principlts Ihould be brought to defend the motl: pue,­
rile and abfurd opinions! For what arguments can vin­
dicate theirprefuming ~o interrogate the moil high •• t'd 
oblige bim to give anfwers concerning evtr1 idle ima~ 
gination and unjuil enterprize? . 

Oracles were thought by the Greeks to proCtetF ill • 
more immedi4te manner from God than the other arts 

,. 

. (J) Roft11llu9. wbo founded the inftitution of the anfpices, bcr­
r lw~1 it from tbe Tu(can~. to Whom the fenate afterwards fent 
twelve of the (ons of the principal nobility to be inib-u8cd to'thefe 
myfteries, aad til&! olher c:eremonies of their religion. T~ QriIP.R 
ot thi-! art ~ngllihe r,ople of Tufcany, is related by C~ tn 
th~ following mannrrJ • a peafant. f~ys lie. plo\lghingm the fi~ • 
.. . his plowffiare rUllnlng pretty deep in the earth, rurned lI.p a ctb!J. 
co from whence (pmng a child. who taught him and the otl\er '}"ul- ' 
" cans the art of divination." See Cicero de Div.l. ~ This.h­
lile undoubtedly meant no more. than thattbis c:hild. faid to (priGg 
'rom a clod of earth. was a youth of a very mean and obfcnrt 
birth. and that from him the TufCan9 learnt tbis method or dil'i­
Jlation. But it is not known wbether he ,was the author of ie. ·or 
whether he leunl it of the Greeks or other nations. 

. '. of 
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of divination; and on this accoHnt .carce. any peace 
was concluded. any war engaged in. any lIe1t' J.w. 
enaaed, or any new form of government ill~ituted 
wirhout conrulling oracles. And therefore Minos, to· 
give his laws a proper weight with the people, afcribcd 
tq them a divine fanaion, and pretended, to r~ceivc from. 
Jupiler inft(u8ions how to new model lri$ governmenl. 
And Lycurgus made frequent viiits. to the Delphian. 
oracle, that the people might eD!eaain. a belief, that be . 
received from Apollo the· platform which· he afterward •. 
communicated: to· the Spartans. Thefe pious fraud. 
were an effe8ual' mtans of eftabliOling the- aUlhority·of· 
II ws, and engll&in~ the people to a compJiaJlCe' with the· 

· will of the law-giver. Perrons thus infpire.;l were: f~--
quentl)' thought worthy of the higheft truft; fo that. 

, they were fORietimes -advanced to regal power, from a. 
· perfualion, .. That as they 'Were admitted to the coun..:· 
~'.' fels .of the gods. they were beft. able to pro,vide for 
,'.' tile rafety and welfare of man (2)." 

~. ' __ This bjgll veneution for the priefts of the orades, 
, 'b,eins the ftrongeft confirmation, that their credit was 
,·thoroughly cift.blifhed, they {uffered none to, confult 
the ,ods but thofe who brought faaifices and rich'pre-

, fenrs to. them; . whenco few, befides· the great, \nre: 
adm.itted. This· proceeding. rerved. at once to enricb 
.~~ priens, , lind to raife the oharaaer of the oracles· 
amongft the.· populace; who are always apt -to defpife.· 

, 1iII,ba". t~~ at~ tPOdamiliarly acquainted with: nor were 
•. dic, ric:b, or .even th~ greateft prince admitted, except, 

at thofe particular tjmes when the gQd. was in a dif'p.o-
u~ion ~o be confulte4. _ . . 

Qne. of fhc. moll' ancient Qraelet, of which we have 
.J'CM:cUrcd,aoy. partjclllar accoIJnt, WilS ~hat of Jupiter at 
· Dodona, a.city. (aid· to Be built by Deucalion, after that 
-famous "deluge which bears his name. and whieh de-­
·firoyed. the gr~atj:ft .part of Greece. It was lituated in 
E pirus,. ami bere . was the fil.ft, temple ~hac ever was feen' 
in Greece. According to Herodotus,b"th this and the 
.... de· of Jupiter Hammon· had' tbe fame original; and 
bO,tb owed th"ir inftitntion to tbe Egyp'tans. . The rife. 

(~). PoUU'. Antiquitiea of Greece, Vol. I. p. s6,. 
MS. d· 
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of ~his .oracle i!! indeed wrapped ·up in fable. Tw& 
black pigeons, fay they. flying from Thebes in Egypt:J 
ope of them fettled in Lybia. and the other flew as far 
as the foreft of Dodona, a province in Epiru5, where 
fUling in an OIlk, file informed .he inhabitants of the. 
country. that it was the will of jupiter that an oracle 
{bould be founded in that place. Herodotus gh'es two 
accollnts of the rife of this oracIe, one of which clears 
up the myftery of this fable. He tells us, that he was 
informed by the priens of Jupiter. at Thebes in Egypt. 
that (ome Pha:nician merchants carried off' two prid1:­
dr~s of Thebes, that one was carried into Greece, and 
the other into Lybia. She who was carried into 
Greece, took up her refidenc.e in the fOrt'ft of Dodona, 
and there, at the foot of an oak, eretlcd a (mall chapel 
in honbur of Jupiter, whofe pricfiefs file had been· at 
Thebes (3). . 

. We learn from Servius (4), that the will of heaven 
was here explained by an old woman, who pretended' 
to find out a meaning.to explain the murmurs of a 
brook that flowed from the foot ot the oak. After this,' 
another method ·was taken, attended with more fonna- " 
lilies; brilzen kettles wete fufpended in the air,. witb a 
flatue of the fame metal, with a whip in his hand ():. 
this figure, when moved by the wind, ·ftruck againft:' 
the kettle that was next it, which alfo caufmg all the 
other kettles to arike againft each 01 her; railed a clat-' 
tering din, which continued for fome time, and ft~ 
there founds file formed herpreditlions. 

Both ,hefe ways were equaU" abfurd, for as in' ~ach 
the anfwer depended folely on the invention of the' 
prieftefs, ihe alone was the. oracle. 8uidas infor'ms' us, 
that the anfwer was given by an oak in this grove, as ' , . 

(3) The Abbe Sallier takes this fable to be built upon tbe dou. 
ble meaning of the word '1111".,'.', which ill Attica~ lind .(evem 
otDer parts of Greece, fignifie& pigeons, while in the diale8 of 
Erirus, it meant old women. See Mem. Acad. Belles Lettre&~ 
Vol. 5. p. 35' , 

(+) Serviu, in 3. lEn. 5. 466• 
(5) As this was evidently a figure of Ofiris, which was on par­

ticular occafio)ls reprefenled witli a whip in h,s hand, it is .an ad­
clitional proof, that this oraCle was delived from Egypt •. ' 

Homer 
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Homer alfo has delivered (6); an:! as it was generally· 
believed to proceed from the trunk, it is eafy to conceive 
how this was performed; for the prieftefs has nothing 
more to do than to hide herfelf jn the hullow of an old 
oak, and from thence to give the pretended fenre of the­
oracle, which fhe might the more eaflly do, as the dif. 
tance the fuppliant was obliged to keep, was an eifelllia' 
means to prevent the cheat from being dili:uvered. 

There is one remarkable circumftance rdatingto this 
oraete yet remaining, and that i§, that while all the 
other oations recei,·ed their anfwer {roln a woman, the 
B~otians alone received it from a man, and the reafon 
given for it is as follows: during the war between· the 
Thracians and Ba:otians, the latter fent deputies to­
confult this oracle ot Dodona, when the priefi:efs gave 
them this anfwer, of which {he doubtlefs did not tote­
iee the confequence. If yOI' . would metl with jucclji, ),0'­

mu) De gui":/ of fi"" ;mpious ad;01l. The deputies, no­
doubt furprized. and perhaps exafperated, by ima­
gining that the priefiels prevaricated with them in order 
to pleafe the Pelafgi. from whom fhe was defcended, 
and who were in a {tria alliance with the Thracians. re­
falved to fulfil the decree of the oracle; and therefore 
Kizing the prieftefs, burnt her alive, aJledging. that this 
afiion was juftifiable in whatever light· it wali confidered. 
tbat if fhe intended to deceive them, it ,.as fit fhe fhoul(i 
be punifhed for the deceit; or, if fhe was fin cere, . they 
had only literally fulfilled thelenfe of the oracle. The 
two remainillg priefidfes. (for, according to Slrab,o. 
the oracle at that time h1I.d llfually thretl high.1y t:xaf­
perated at this cruelty, caufed them to be feized, and 

. as they were to be their judges, the deputies pleaded 
the illegality of their being tried by wOmen. The juf­
tice of this ~Iea, was admitted ~y the. pe()pl~, ,,:ho, I!l. 
lowed two pllefts to try them In cOIlJunfilOn with the 
prieftetfes ~ on which. being acquitted by the former. 
and con?emned by the latter. tnc. votes be~ng eq~al~ 
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they were relel!fed. For this reafon the Bo=otians. for 
the future, received their anfwers ·from the priefts. 

The oracle of Jupiter Hammon, in Lybil. we have 
already (aid, was. de .. irt'd from Egypt. and is of the 
fame antiquity a, tbe former of Dodona, and, though 
fUriounded bya large traa of burning (ands, wa! ex­
tremely famous, This oracle gave his anfwers nGtby 
words, but by a fign. What was called the image of 
the goa. was carrit-dabout in a gilded barge on the 
fhouli1ers of his pridls. who moved whitherfoever tbey 
prelended the divin~ implIlfe direaed them. This ap­
ptars. to have been nothing more than the mariners 
c:ompafs (7), the ufe of which was not entirely unknt>\\on 
to that age, though fo long kept fecret from the EUlo­
peans. It was adorned with precious frones, and the 
barge with many flIver goblrts hanging on either fide; 
aud thefe proceffions were accompanied with a troop of 
1Il3trons and vir~ins unging bymns in honour of Ju­
piter Thefe pndls refufed the bribes off~red them by 
Lyfander, who wanted their afliftance to belp him to 
change the fucccffion to the throne of Sparta. How­
ever, they were not fo fcruputous when Alexander, 
eitller to gratify his vanity, or to (creeD tbe reputation 
of his mother, took that painful march through the 
.leferts of Lybia. in order to ohtain the honour of being 
t:alled the fon of Jupiter, a priell frood ready to receive 

, l'im, and faluted him with the title of foB ,f Ib, Aillg if 
l,iJ. . . 
. The oracle of ApoUo at Delphos, was one of _tbe 
moft famous in all antiquity. This city froud upon a 
"eclivity about the middle of mount ParDatrus; it "'a9 
bllilt on a 'fmaIJ extent of even ground, and furrounded 
with precipices, that fortified it without- the help of art 
(8-). Diodorus Siculus relates (9) a tradition of a very 
whi,11I6cal nature~ which was faid to give ,rife to this 
oracle. There was a hole in one of the vallies. at the 

• foot of Parnalfus, the mouth of which was very, ftra:t: 
the goats that were feeding at no great dillance, coming-

. (7) . Umbiiic6 fimilis, fmaragdtJ ~ gnnmis co/lKtnntlalas. HIIIIC .'oJ'r' nurlllo ge/fll1lt !acwdtJt,s. QL CVIt TZUS, I .... c. 7. 
,8 SI.rabo, 116. Jot.. p. 402-7, 4-:a8. 
(9 Dlocl. .... I. 

oear 
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.,hear it began to ikip and friik about ,in ruch II- manner, 
that the"goat.herd, being ftruck with furprize, came up 
to the plade, and le3ning Over it; was fei,ed with fuch 
an enthufiaftic impulfe, or temporarymadnefs,fas prompt­
ed him to utter, (ome extravagant :expre6iolas which paC­
fed for prophecies. The report of this extraordinary e­
~ent drew tmther the ncighbouring, peoplew who, 'on ap­
proaching ahe hole, was feized with the fame tranfports. 
Surprited atfo aftonilbing a prodigy, the cavity INas no 

,longer approached without reverence. The exhalation. 
,was concluded to have fomething divine in it: 'lheyima. 
gined it proceeded from fome friend1¥ deilY. and, f,pm 

, that time beftowrda particular wodhip on tbe divinity Qf 
the place, and regarded what ·was deliveted ia thoCe fits of 
madnefs as prediaions; and here they afterwards built the 
city and temple of Delphos. - , ' 

This oracle, it was pretende-J, had beeD' pofTe1Ted, by 
feveral fucceffive deities, and at laft by Apollo, who raif­
ed its reputation to the ~reateft height. It was reforted 

, to by perfons of all ftallons~ by which it obtained ·im­
menfe riches, which expofe4 it to be frequently plunder­
ed. At firft it is raid the god infpired al,1. indifferently 
who approached the cavern; but fome having in tbis fit 
of madnefs thrown themfelves into the gulf. the), thought 
fit to moofe a prittbfs, and to fet over the hole a tripos, 
or three-legged 0001, "hence ilie might without danger 
CAtcb the exhalations; and this priellers was called Py_ 
thia, from the ftrpent Python, flain by Apollo F~r a 
long time none hut virgins pofTtifcd this, honour, till a 
young Thdfalian, called Echecrates, falling in love .ith 
the pricftefs, who was at that time very beautiful,· ra­
vifbed her; when~ to prevent any abufes' of the like kind 

. for the future, the citi~ns made a law to prohibit any 
woman being chofen under fifty years old. At fjrft· they 
had only .one prieftcfs. but, afterwards they had ·two or 
three. " 

The oracles were not delivered every day; hut the fa. 
crifices were repeated till tbe god was pleafed to deliver 

,them. which frequently hllppened only one ,day in the 
year. Alexander comillg here in one of thefe in~,.ale • 

. ailer many enlreaties to engage the. prieW to DlOIlDt 
the 
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~he tripod, which were all to no purpofe, the prinee 
growing impatient at her refufal, drew her by force from 
her cell, and was leading her to the fdnCluary, when fay­
ing, My filt, tho. art ;1I"J;1Id6i" he cried out, that he wa. 
iatisfied, and needed no olher anfwer. 

Nothing was wanting to keep up the' air 'of myltery. 
in order to preferve its reputatioll, and to procure it ve­
neration. The negleBing the fmallelt puntlilio was fut~ 
ficient to make them renew the facrifices that were to pre­
cede the refponfe of Apollo The prieftefs berfelf was 0-

bliged to prepare for the dircharge of her duty, by faftiDg 
three days, balhing in the fountain of Caftalia, drinking 
a certain quantity of the water, and chewing fame leaves 
of laurel gathered near the fountain. After thefe prepa­
rations the temple was made to auke, which patTed for 
the fignal givi.-n by Apollo to inform them of hi; arrival .. 
and then the prielts led. her into the fanauary and placrd 
ber on the tripod, when beginning to be agitated by the 
divine vapour, her hair ftood an end; her looks became 
wild, her mouth bt'gan to foam, and a fit of t,rembling 
feized her whole body. In this condition the feemed to 
ftrbggle to get loofe trom the priefts, who pretended to 
hold her by force, while her fhrieks and howlings, which 
refounded through '.the temple, filled the deluded by-ftan­
ders with a kind of facred horror. At laft being no long_ 
er able to refift the impulfes of the god, fhe lubmit!('4 
and :1t certain intervals uttered fome unconneCted words, 
which were carefully picked up by the priefis, who put' 
them in conneCtion, and gave them to the poets. wbo 
were alro prefent to put them into a kind of verfe, which 
was frequently mif, unharmonious, and always obfcure ; 
this occafioned that piece of raillery. that Apollo the 
prince 9f the mufes was the worft of the poets. One <>f 
the I'ridlefi"es, who was called Phemoni:ie. is raid to have 
pronounced her oracles in verfe j in 1~lter times they were 
contented with delivering them ill profe, ail~ this, in the 
opinion of Plutarch, was one of the rearons of the declen-
fion of this oracle; , . 

Cra:fus intending to make trial of the feverat oracles of 
Greece, as well as rhat ()f I.ybin, commanded the refpec­
tive alJlbafladors to, contult them all on a. ftated day, and' 

to-
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to bling the refponfes in writing. The queftion propofed 
was, •• , What i~ Crmfus, the fOil of Alyattes, ki,~g of ,Ly­
.. dla, 'now domg?" The refl: of the orades faded; but 
the Delphian anfweredtruly, that I. He was boiling a, 
.. Iamb anCl a tortoife together in a brazen pot." This­
gained his 'confidence llnd a profuflOn of the richeft of­
ferings. In' return, the oracle; on the next eoquiry,. 
informed him, that "By making \var upon the Per­
u ftans. he fhould dellroy a great empire." The event is­
well known'. This vain confidence loft him both his 
crown and liberty (t). 

Trophonios, who, according to fome authors, was no 
more than it robbtr, or at motl: a hero, had an oracle il\' 
Bmotia, which acqtrired great reputation. Paufanias. who 
had conrulted it, and gone through all its formalities •. has 
given a very particular defcription of it. and from him we 
1hall extraa afbort hiftory of this oracle. . 

'rhe facred grove of Trophonius, fays this aUlhor (z):t­
is at a fmall diftance from Lebadea, one of the tinefl: ci­
ties in Greece ; and in thi~ grove is the temple of Tro­
phonius, with his ftalue, the workmanfhip of Praxi­
teles. Thofe who apply to this oracle muft perform eer.' 
tain ceremonies before they are permitted togo down in­
t~ the cave where the refponfe is given. Some days mufi: 
be fpent in a chapel dedicated to Fortune and the Good 
Genii, where the purification' contifu in abllinence from 
all things unlawful, and in making ufe of the cold bath. 
He 'mutt facrifice to Trophonius and all his family. to Ju­
piter, to Saturn, aud to Ceres, ftrnamed Europa, ~ho 
was' believed to 'hage been the nurfe of Trophonius. The 
diviners con1ulted the entrails of every viaim, to difcover' 
if it was agreeable to Trophonius that the perron fhould 
d'efcend' into the cave. If the omens were favourable, he 
was led th~t night to the river Rucyna, ",here two boys 
anointed Ilis body with oil. Then he was conduaed as 
£ar as the (ource of the river. whe/e he was obliged to 
-drink two forts of water, that of Lethe, to efface from his' 

. ' .ll . . 

~";"---)' ;' 
(I ;! 

(I) Herodat.:in.Clio •. : - : 
,(z) Paufan. lib. 9. p.6oz, 604. ' 

mind 
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mind all profane thoughts, and that of Mnemof)U'e, to- en- . 
able him to retain whatever he was to fee in the facred' 
cave; he was then prefented to the ftatue of Trophonius .. 
to which he was to addrefs a fhort' prayer; he then was 
c1oathed'in a linen tunic adorned with facred fillets; aDd 
at laft was condu8ed in a folemn manner to t~ oracle, 
which was inclofed within a ftone wail on the 'top of a 
mountain. 
. In this inc10fure was a cave formed like an oven, the­
mouth gf which was narrow, and the defcent to it not by 
ficps, but by a fhort ladder; on goinJ down there ap.­
peared another cave. the entrance to which was very firait •. 
The fuppliant, who was obliged to take a certain compo­
fidon of honey in each hand, without which he could not 
be admitted, proftrated bimfelf on, tbe.groun~ and then. 
putting his feet into the mouth of the cave, his whole be­
dy was forcibly drawn in. 

Here fome had the know~edge of futurity by ~iAp'ri? 
aild others by. an audible vOice. They then got out "bf. 
the cave in the fame manner as ~hey went in, with ~:etr 
~ee! foremoft,. and proftrate on the earth. T~.tfuppUa9~ 
gomg, up the ladder wascond~ed to the chair of Mo~,. 
moryoe, the goddetS of memory, in which being fea'ted~. 
he was quefiioned 00 what he had heard and feen; and. 
from thence he was brought into the chapel of the Good 
Genii, where haying ftayed till he had recovered: from 
his affright and terror, he was obliged to ""rite iff a:1>00k. 
all that he h~d feen or heard, whi~h the pri~fts f()'O~('~~ 
on them t? mterllret. ~e.re .neve! wa~ but o!le man.. 
~)'s Pallfamas, wilo loft hiS life III thIS cave, and that ,was. 
a fpy who had beeo fi:nt by Demetrius, to fee \\'be~\l~r 
in that boly pla~e there wa~ a~y thiDg worth plunderlng. 
The body of IhlS man was afterward's found at a great 
dillanee; and indeed it is not unlikely, tbat'this defign 
hemg difcovered, he was aifafiinaud by the pAella, .who. 
might carry out his body by fome feeret pairage, Ilt which, 
they went in and out without being perCeived., . , 

The oracle of the Branchidre, in the neighbourhood of 
Miletus, was very antient, and in 'Itcat elleem. ... Xerxes 
returning from Greece, prevailed on its pritfts to deliver 
lip its trcafurcs to bio), aud then burnt. tbe. temple. 

, whtll ' 
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~heJ1 to feeure them agalnft tire vengeance of the Greeks • 
.ne granted the"" an eftablilhment in the moft diftant part 
of Alia. After the defeat of Darius by Alexander, this 
cooqutror deftroyed the city where thele pridh had fet­
tled. of which their def~endants were then in aaual pof­
(emon; and thus punilhed the children for the perfidy of 
their falhen. 
. The oracle of Apollo at Claros, a town of lonia in 

·Afia Minor. was .,ery famous, and frequently cOllfulted. 
'Claros was faid to be founded by (3) Manto, the daugh­
ter of Tirofias. fome years before the taking of Troy. 
The anfwers of this oracle, fays Tacitus (4), were not 
given by a woman, hut by a man, chofe out of certain 
tamilies,and generally from MiJetus. It was fufficient 
to let him know the number and names of thofe who 

. came to eonfult him; afrer whieh he retired into a cave. 
and having drank of the waters of a fining that ran with­
in it. deliye~d anfwers in yerfe upon what the people 

. had ,in . their thouJhts. t~ough he was frequently- igno­
nnt, and unacquainted WIth the nature and rules of poe­
t!)', ... It is (aid. our author adds, t1ut he foretold the 
&c. (tlddm death of Germanicus, but in dark and ambi-
"guou. terms." , 
. Paufanias me.ntions an oracle of Mercury, in Achaia. 
of. very 'fingular kind, after a variety of ceremonies, 
w.~ich it is needlcfs here to repeat, they whifpered In the 
ea~ of the god, aml told him, what they were defirous of 
-"llOWing; then ftopping their ears with their hands, they 
1~ the fem~le, and the ,fidl words they heard after they 
~¢re .ou.t of It, was the anfwer of the god. . 
. But it would be an endlefs tafit· to pretend to enume­
i:ate all the oracles, which were fo numerous, that Val) 
pale gil,es a lift ot near three hundred, moft of wbicll 
wert in Greece • 

• j 

.I . (3)' Manto has been greatly extoll~d for' her prophetic lj>irit land 
faliulous hiftol1" informs us, that lamenting the mifenes of her 
country, file dilfol\'ed away in tears, and that there formed a foun­
tain, the water Df which communicate the gift of propbecy to 
thofe who dranlt, it, but b.ing' at the fame time uDwholefome, it 
:b.roll~t ol! di~c:afesl ilnd Ihortened life •. 
.. ,.i+} :raelt. AmW. 1. a. c. 54. . 

lIut 
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But no part of Greece had fo many oracles as Ba:oti8, 

which were there numerous, from its abounding jn moun. 
tains and caverns; for as Mr. Fontenelle obferves, no­
thing was more convenient for the priefis than thefe cavesp 
which not only infpired the ~ople with a fort of religiolls 
horror, but afForded the priefis an opportunity .of form. 
ing fecret paff.1ges, of concealing themfelves in hollow fia· 
tues, and of making ufe of all the machines and all the 
arts necefi"ary to keep up the delufion of the people, and 
to encreafe the reputation of the oracles. 

Nothing is more remarkable than tbe diff~rent manners 
by which the fenfe of the oracles was conveyed; befides. 
tbe methods already mentiol)ed, in fome the oracle was 
given from the bottom of the fiatlle, to which one of the' 
priefis might convey himfelf by a {ubterranean pafi"age; 
in others by dreams; in others again by lots, in the man· 
Der of dice, containing certain charaaers or words, wbic~ 
were to be explained by tables made for tnat purpore.; 
In fome temples the enquirtr threw them himfdf, amp" 
others tbey were dropped from. box; .rd from hep~ 
arofe the provtrbial phrafe, 'Tb, 1" is fa/llf1l~ Childifh'~~ 
this method of de<;iding the fuccers of events by a tltl'pw. 
of dice may appear, ytt it was always preceded by fac;ri .. 
'ces and other ceremonies. 

In others the quefiion-was propofed by a letter, ,real(d 
up, and &iveD to the pried, or left upon the IIltar,' whilq. 
the perron fent with it was obliged to lie all night in the 
temple, and thefe lettc:rs were to be fent hack unopene~ 
with tbe anfwcr. Here this wonderful art confified. ill 
the priefts knowing how to open -a letter without .njurin,¢. 
the feal, an art !till praaifed. on particular oCl;afions, in 
all the general poft-offices .ip aurope. A governor - of 
Cilida, whom the Epicureans endeaV{)ured to jnfpire with 
a contempt for the oracles, fent a fpy to tbat of Mopfu$. 
at Mallor, wilh a letter well fealed up; as this man was 
lying in the temple, a' perfon appeared to him and utter­
ed the word black. This anfwer he. canied to rile gover­
nor, which filled him with atlonilhment, though.it app~arfd 
ridiculous to the Epicureans, to whom he communicat_ 
edit, when to convince them of the injuflice of the rail­
-lery on the oracle. he broke open thelett~r. and {bewed 
them that he had wrote thefe words, Shall J /acrijiCl I' 

Illtl 
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tIm a q~hill DX ,r a Made' The emperor Trajan made a 
like experiment on the god at Heliopolis, by fending him 
a letter fealed up, to \'I'hich he requefied an anrwer. The 
oracle commanded a blank paper, ,,'ell folded and fea1~d. 
to be given to the emperor, who, upon his receiving it. 
was ftruck with admiration -at feeing an anfwer fo COlTe­
Ii,ondant to his own letter, in which he had wrote no­
thing. 

_ The general charaaerilHc of oracles, fays the jufily ad.' 
mired Rollin (5), were ambiguity, obfcurity, and con­
"V!rta~ility; fo that one an[""er would agree with feveral 
-different and even oppofite events; and this was general. 
Jy the cafe when the nent was in the le<lft dubious. Tra­
jl!n. convinced of the divinity of the oracle, by the blank 
letter above. mentioned, fent a f«ond note, wherein he 
de fired to know, whether be fhould retUrA to Rome af­
ter the conclufion of the war which he had then in view; 
the oracle anfwered l'his letter by fending to him a vine 
broke.,in pieces. The predillion of the oracle was cer-,' 
tainly fulfilled; for tbe emperor dying in the war, his 
tiody, or, if youpleafe. his bones, reprefented by the: 
broken yjne, we~e i:arried to Rome. But it would have, 
been equally IlCcomplifbed had the Romans conquered tbe 
Parthians, or the Parthian. the Romans; and whatever. 
Ijad been the .eve.t~ it might have bten confirued into 
tile meaning of the oracle. Under fuch_ ambiguities they. 
~lude~. all difficulties, and were hardly e,vc,r in the wrong., 
I n this all their art. and all I heir fuperior knowledge con­
fifted; for when the quefiioD was plain, the anrwer was 
cC)mmonly fo too. A man requefiing a cure for the gout. 
was anfwered by the oracle, that he lhould drink no­
thing but cold water. Another' defiring to kllOl' by what 
means he might become rich, was anfwered by the. god. 
that he had no more to do but to make himfelf mailer of 
aU bel ween Sicyon and ~orinth (6). 

(5) An~ient Hilt. vol. S. p. zs. 
(6) Damer, vol. I. , 

VIr. Of 
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V IT. or ALTAlS, open TEMPLlS, (aered qaov ..... 
and SAEIlIFlCES. 

A LTARS and (aerifices mutually imply each· otber-~ 
and were imrru:dbtely confequent to the fan of 

rilan: though the original altars were nmple, being com­
pufed of earth or turf; or unhewn ftones. There is great 
probability that the c:loathin~ of our firft parents eonfift .. 
ed of the tltins of beafts faenfited by. Adam in the interY'llI 
between his offence and expulfibn from paTadife. Cain 
and Abel, Noah and the patriarcbs,. purfued the p.rac­
tice. Even thole who (orfook the thing G(ld; yet COIl.­
tinued this early method of WOI {hip. Thefe idt\laters at 
lidt imitated' the fUnple manner in. whieh they bad been 
raifed br Noab. But tite form and materials infenfilily 
changect;· there were (orne fquare. others long.. round. 
or triangubr. Each reait obtaihed·a.peculiar.ceremonial •. 
and an altar of a partieular form. Sometimes ttrey were. 
of common fione, fomelimes of marblt, -whod, ()r brafs. 
The altar was furrounded with carvings in bas-relief. and 
the comers ornamented with" buds of various animats-•. 
Some reached' no higher than to the knee, others were 
reared as high as the waift, while oth"ers were much high­
er. Some again were foJid, others hoUQw, to reteive the. 
libations and the blood'of the "idims. Others were por_ 
table, refembling atrevet, of a magnifitent form. to 
hold the offering from the . 'fire, into. which they threw 
frankincenfe, to our-gower 'he difagreeabJe fmdl of the 
blood and burning (at. In fhort; what had been approv­
ed on fome important oceaiton pa6'e"d' into a culton&.. aad 
became a law. . 

Where the altars, were place-d, there was faid to be in 
the early al\es of the world an boufe or temple of· J •• 
BOVAH, wblch was moftly upon emineilci,s, .and aI"a,. 
uncovered. Where they ceuld be had, uprirbt ftolllt 
were (~eaed near the!'!. This. in fcriptuJ'e ~& caTledfittn, 
.,,/ _IiI/a,. j nor was It done wlthout a particular form i>I 
~c'r&.tiC)n. The behaviour of the pauiarch J-. . ~ 
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cob, to which we refer the reader (7), will explain the 
whole. 

It is faid of Mofes likewife, 'That hI ,..ji ./ ea,.ly i" ,hi 
"'&"";"1, fma lui/aea a" alia,. .".,. th, bill, aI/a twelvl 
pillars, CIt .. (8) The entire work af thefe facred eminen­
cies was furrounded at a convenient dillanee, by a mound 
or trftIlcb thrown up, in order to prevent the profane in· 
trufion of the people (, ,. 

At other times the walls were inc10fed by groves of 
oak (I). Whence this tree is {aid to be {acred to Jove. 
The heathens, when they left the obje&, yet continued 
this ufage alro of the original worfilip j which indeed was 
fo Hoked to idolatry, that it became necdrary fc'r Mofes 
to forbid the Hebrews planting groves about their altars, 
to prevent their falling into the pra&lces of the nations 
round about them. 'fhefe groves were hung with gar. 
bnds arid cbaplets of flowers, and with a variety of offer­
ings'in fa Javifil a manner, as almoft entirely to exclude 
the light of the fun. They were confid~edas the peeu-, 
liar rtlidehce of the deity. No wonder therefore, that it 
~wd" dee'med the moft inexpiable· 1acrilege to cut thein 
down (z). ' 

The hi~h antiq.uity and univerfality of facrificing, be­
fpc1lk it a divine mftitution. The utter impoffibility tbat 
there filonld be any virtue or efficacy in the thing itfelf, 
fhews plainly that it mull:' have been looked upon as vica­
rious, and baving refpeCl to (ome"hat truly meritorious, 
"~d which thore that brought the facrilice were at fhft 

..p. 

(7) Gen. xxviii. IS, 19, :&0, :&1, :&:&1 and xxxv. 7. 140 IS. 
(S) Exod. xxiv. +. 'I61,kllh, iIIftrUII, dIorflll/l, on the declivity 

of the: hill. ' 

~9) Exod. xix. 12., :&1' . . 
J) Gen. axi~ 13rxit. " 7. xui. +. lOii. d. Deut. xi. 30. 

Ju g,es ix. 6, (5(. 
, {2.J lucan mentioning the trees which Czfar ordered to be 

felledl to make his warlike engines, defcribes the conftemation of 
• fo dien, who refufCd to 06ey his orders, till taking an ax he 
Cut down one of them himfelf. Struck with a religious reverence 
for the fanaity of the greve, .they imagined that if 'hey prelillnp­
toouOy attempted to cut down any of Its trees, the ax would have· 
recoiled upon th!rnfelves. They however believed it lawful to 
prune and clear them, and to fell tho~ tree. w~ch they imagined 
attl1l&cd the thunder. . 

fU'" 
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fufticienlly acquainted with the nature of. }t'or it is not 
to be prefumed upon what grounds men could be induced 
to think of expiating their fins. or procuring the divine 
favour by facrificial oblations. It is much more reafona­
ble to conclude it a divine IIppointment. All nations 
have ufed it. Thry who were fo happy as to walk. with 

· God. were iJlilruaed in it from age to age. And they 
.ho rejeaed him, Hill facrificed. But they invented new 
rites; and. at length. miftaking and perverting the od-

· ginal intent and meaning, offered even human viaims! 
ltis indeed moft furprizing to obferve. that almoR: all 

· nations. from the ufe of beatHal, have advanced to human 
facrifices; and many of them. from the fame millake and 
perverlieln. even to the facrifice of their own children! 

This moft cruel cullom. amongft the Carthaginians, 
of offering children to Saturn (l), occafioned al: embatfy 
being fent to them from the Romans, in Qrder to per­
fuade them ro abolilh it. And in the reign of Tiberius, 
the pricfis of Saturn were crucified for prefuming to fa­
crifice children to him; and Amalis, king ot Egypt, 
made a law, that only the figures of men fhould be fa. 
c:rificed inftead of themfelves. Plutarch info/ms us, thlt 
at the time of a plagUl'1 the Spartans were ordered by an 
oracle to facrifice a virgin; but the lot having tallen up-

'on a young maid whore name was Helena, an eagle car­
ried away.. the facrificing knite, and laying it on the hem 

· of an' heifer, it was facrificed in her fiead, The fame 
author informs us, that Pelopidus the Athenian generil. 
dreaming the night before an engagement. that he fhoulcl 
facrifice a virgin to the manes of the daughters of Sceda­
fus. who had been ravilhed and murde.red, fie was fillc:d 
with horror at the inhumanity of fuch a facrifice, which 
he could not help thinking odious to the gods; but feeing 
a mare, by the advice of Theocritus the foothfayer. ae 
facrificed it, and gained the vit\ory. 

The ceremonies u(ed at facrifices we're extremely diF_ 
ferent, and to every deity a, diftint\ riaim was alloted 

(3) Theie facrilices were pra8ifed ;milUally by the Cartbagi_ 
nians, who firll: offered the fons of the principal citizens; but 0Aj:-_ 
terwards privately brought up chi:drcD fo1' t~at PIl1'pofe .. 

<,..); ~.a~ 
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(+); but whatever victims WHe offered, the greateft care 
was to be taken in the choice of chern; for the very fame 
bJemilhes that excluded them being offered by the Jews, 
rendered t~em alfo imperfftl among the Pagans. 

The prieft having prepared himfelf by continence, du­
ring the preceding night, and by ablution, before the 
prodlion went a herald crying hoc agt, to give the people 
Ilotice that they were to give their fole attention to what 
they ~ere about; then followed the players on feveral in­
llruments, who betweffi the intervals of playing, t'Xhorr­
ed the people in the fame maltner. The pridt, and 
f"metimes the facrificers, went before cloathed in white, 
'and the priefl, befides being drefii:d in the veflments, be­
bnging to his ofF.ce, was fure to be crowned with a chap­
let of the leay~s of the tree facred to the god for whom 
the facrifice was appointed; the yjtlim had his horns 
gilt, and was alfo crowned with a chaplet of the fame 
leaves, and adorned with ribbons and fillets. In Greece, 
when the prieft approached the altar, he cryed, Who ir 
here? To which the fpeaators anfivered, lvla11.J go,' pto­
pie (,). The prleft then faid, Be gone a/I Y' profanl. 
which the Romans expreffed 1'.y faying, Pro",l eJlt profani. 
The victim arriving at the altar, the priefl laid one hand 
upon the altar, aAd began with a prayer to all the gods, 
beginning with Janus, and ending with Vdb, during 
which the flriaeft filence was obferved. Then the fa­
cJ'ifice began, by throwing upon the head of the vidim 
corn, frankincenfe, flour, and faIt, laying upon it cakes 
and fruit (6), and this they called immolitio, or the im­
molition. Then the prieft took the wine, which having 
nrft tafted, he gave it to the by-flanders' to do 10 too (7), 
a.nd then poured it, out, or fprinltled the beaft with it 

~+) Lucian informs, that" The vicHms were alfo different ac-
e, cording to the.9uality and circumfiances of th~ perfons who of­

'U fere<! them. rhe huibandman, fays he, facnnees d.Jl OX; the 
4' thepherd, a lamb; the goat-herd .. a goat. There are fome who 
c. offer only cakes, 01" incenfe; and he that has nothing, facrifie~& 
., by killing his right hand." De Sacr. , 

(5) noAi'I •• 'X''''Y"e.~ 
(6) All thefe were not ured for every facrifice. 
(7) This was called libatio. 

be. 
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between the horns. After this the priell .plucked of 
fome of the rough hairs (rom the forehead of the viCtim, 
threw them into the fire. a.d then turning to the eaft 
drew a crooked line with his knife along the back, from 
the: forehead to the tail, and then ordered the ferftnts (8) 
to aay the viaim. which they had no fooner done than 
he was opened, and the duty of the arufpex began, which 
WIS no fooner over~ than the carcafe was cut in quarters. 
and theA into fmaller pieces. and. according to Paufanias 
(9), and Apollonius Rhodius (I). the thighs were cover­
ea with f .. ~ and Cacrificed as the part allotted to the god 

~ (z); after which they regaled themlf Ives upon the rell. 
and celebrated this religious ftall with dancing.' mufi.:, 
and hymns fung in honour of the gods. . 

Upon fignal viElories. or in the mi.dtl of fome public 
calamity, they fomelimes offered in one facrilice a hun­
dred bulls, whieh was called an hecatomb: but fometimes 
the fame name was given to the facrifice of an hundred 
iheep, hOgF, or. other animals. 'Tis ~id. that Pytha­
goras offered ~p an hecatomb for having found out the 
demonftration of the forty-feventb propofition in the firft 
book of Euclid. 

VIII. Of the PIlUSTS, PIlIBSTESSBS. &e. of the G~ks 
and Romans. 

I N the early ages 'of the world the chiefs of families 
compofed tbe priellhood; !lnd afterwards. when pub-

. lie pritfis were appointed. kings. as fathers and mallers 
of that large family which compored the body-politic:. 
frequently offerfd facrifices j and not only kings. but 
pRuces and captains of armies. Infiances of this kind 

. are frequently to be met with in HOmer. 

(I) Thefe inferior officen, whofe .bulinefs it was to. ~n, te 
eJnbciwel. to fiea, and wafu the Vlalm, were called yuil1llarii. 
Pop", Agonis, Cullrarii. . 

f9~ Lib. s· p. J9:1·, . 
I In Att. j). +:1. ' 
:I In the holocaufts, the whole "iaim was burnt, and nothing 

lett for the feaft. . 

WheD 
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'When the antients 'Chofe a prieft, the flriaefl enquiry 
. was made into the Ii~ tbe manners, and even the bo­
dily external perfe8ions of. the perfon to be chofen., 
They were generally allowed to marry once, but were, 
not always forbid recond marriages. I 

The Greeks and Romans had feveral orders of prieRs; 
bat «5 Greece was di-vided into many independent flates. 
there naturally arofe different hi~raR:hies. In feveral' 
cities of Greece tbe government of reli,gion was in­
trufted to women~ in Others it was conlerred on the. 
men; while again. in others, both in ,concert had a 
filare ia the management of -it. The priefleifes of 
Argos were very famous. At Athens a prieftefs prefided. 
over the worfbip of Minerva.; there' was alfo a priefl.efs 
for ,Pan." at Clazomeme; for Ceres, at Catanea, &c. 
Ttte Hieropbante were very famous prieRs of Athens,. 
and both they and their wives. who were called Hiero­
pbantide. were fet apart for the wodhip of Ceres and 
Hecare; 8S were the Orgiophantz, and the women 
fiiled Orgiafie, IppOinred to prefide over the orgies of 
Bacchus. Icc. Bdides the pneftefs of Apollo, at De~­
phos, who was by way of eminence called Pythia (3), 
th«e belonged to this orade five ptinces of the priefis, 
aDd feveral prophets. ,who pronounced the fenCe of the 
Oftlcle. There were 8Ifo chief priefts. one of whom 
prefided over a. city, and fOmetimes over a whole pro- . 
vince; fometimes be was invefted with this dignity for 
life, and, at other time., only for fhe years. Befides· 
there, there were chief prieftetres, who were the fuper­
intendants of the priefletfes, and were chofen from the 
nobleft 'families; but, the moft celebrated of thefe was 
the Pythia. . 

(1) Thus the prieftefs of Pallas, at Clazomenre, was called 
Hefychia, and that of Bacchus, Thyas i and in Crete. that of 
cytiele, MeJiifa. Among the Athenians, the inferior minifters 
were ~led Parafiti, a w"m~ !h~ did nO.t at th~ time. clI1TY 'yith it 
any mark of reproach; for It IS mentioned 18 an mfulptlon at 
Athens, that of two bulls Oft"Cl-ed in facrific:es, the onelJiould be 
referved for the games, anlt the other diftributed ,among the priefts 
and P~~1\0 'J'hefe parati:es ~ad a III ace 8!l\ong the chief magiftrates, ~ 
and We' P'm1Clllal part of theIr employment was to chooJe tlie wh~ 
appeouciifor their facrificts. BaniCl"sMythology, VC?l. i. p. ~f 

. ' " N 'T 
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The prieas of Rome enjoyed fevetal very confiderable 4 

privileges, they were exempted from going to war. and 
excufed from all burthenfome offices in the ftate. They 
bad commonly a branch of laurel and a torch carried 
before them, and were allowed to ride in a chariot to 
the capitol. Romulus inftituted fiJlty prieas, who wue 
to be at leall fifty years of age. free from all perfonal 
defeas, and diftinguifhtd both by their birth and the 
reaitude of their morals. 

The Pontifax Maximus. or the higb.prieft, was ef­
t~emed the judge and arbitrator of all divine .00 human 
affairs, a-.d his authority was (0 great, and his office fo 
much revered, .. 1:hat all the emperors,. after the ex-· 
c. ample of Julius Czfar and Aaguftus, eitheF aau.Dy c. took upon them the Qffice, or at leaft ufrd the name 
.. (4)." He was not allowed to go out of Italy, though 
this was difpenfed with in favour of Julius ezrar; 
whenever he attended It funeral, a veil WIS put between 
bim and the funeral bed; fur it was thought a kind of 
profanation for him to (ec a dead body. 

The Rex Sacrorum (s). according to Diony6us of 
Halicarnaffus (6), WL'I inftituled after tbe ezpuUion of 
the Roman kings, to perpetuate the memolY of the 
great Cervices fome of them had done the &ate. 00 
this account, the augurs and pontifices were dire8ed 110 
choofe out a fit perlon. who fhould devote himfelf to 
the care of religious worfhip. and the ceremonies of 
religion. without ever inrerlering in civil afi"aitS1 bat 
left the name of king, which was become odious to. tbe 
people. fhould raife their jealoufy, it· wa9 at the fame: 
time appointed, that he fhould be fubjea to the high­
prieft~. His wife had the title of Regina Sacroram. . 

The Flamines, according to Livy (,). were appointed 
by NumaPi>mpilitts, -to-tlifcbarge thore religious offices. 
which he imagined properly belonged to the"kints. At 
firfi: there w.re but three (8), which were CholeR by 

. the 

!~
Kennet's Ro~. Antiq..· . 

S He was alCo ftJled Rex Sacnficulua. 
6 Lih. t. (7) Liv. lib. 1. 
S The Flamen dialis of Jupiter. the Martialis of Mars. and 

the· irinalis of (htjrinus. 'the lirit {acred to Jupiter was a per. 
ion 0 a very high diftinaion, "though he was obliged to {ubmlt to 

'. . bur. 
. . 

0;9,1,,,d by Coogle 
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the people, and their eleai~n confirmed by the· high. 
prieft. They were afterwards increafed to fifteen, tbree 
of whom were chofen from' among' the fenaton; and. 
were called FJamines Majores; and tbe other twelvt', 
ciloten ,frelD -the, Plobeiaof, -were fiilod .F1amiDes. .lV!i •. 
Bores. 

'J he F£ci~les were alro inftitut~ by' NJ]ma, and 
confifted of twenty perf on!, ch'ofen out of the moft 
diftingui{hed families. Thefe were properly -tbe ·herGld, 
of the republic, who, whenever it wu iujured, , were} 
fen~ .to demand fatisfaClion, wh4:h" if they., j:ould. IISlei 
obtain, they called the gods to witners between them. 
and tbe enemy. and . denounced: . war. . They ,had· tl~e, 
power .of ratifyiDg aqd confirming allian~eJ, an9 .'felel 
the arbitrators of aU· the ditfer,ellces between ,the -rc;public: 
and other nations; fo that .he Ilomans 'c~ld not Jaw-; 
fully take up arms, till thereciaIes had qeclarcdJhat, 
war was moft. expedient. . ' :' _ 

. Tbe Pater Pa~tatps derivecl h~ nJDIe. fr9m. a:flir~um,,:. 
fiance neceffary to his enjoying the title; ~nd iA ~rder 
tbat he might ·be more ftrongly intereftc:d. in the Jare, 'Qf 
his countlY, he; was to have both a father aQda, fon 
living at the fame time. He was chafen by the (lollege 
0.£ Fe~i.llles out of tbeir own body, to treat with tbe; 
enemy on the fubjta of w.ar and peace. .' . . 

'. Tile t Epulone$ were minifters appointed to pr~pa'e 
the facred banquets at th~ folemn g!ln~es, and bad the­
privilege of wearing a robe like the pontiffs, bortlered· 
with I>Wple.. Tnefe mini~ers Were originally! three in· 
number. to which two wer,e afterwards ad4~d, and then· 
tw.Q. more, till' in the pontifica~e -of: Julius; Caefar tqey 
were encreared to ten. The moft confiderable of the 
privileges granted to t~ EpulontS~ was onc ~hich they 
enjoyed in common with tbe other minifiers, their n()t 
bting obliged to make their daughters vefials 19) • 

. Betides thefe were the Salii. or priefl:$ Df MillS: The 
Phzbades of Apollo, tbe Baffarides of Bacchus, the 

hurthenfome regulations and fuperftitious obferY'ance~ : his wife was 
a prieftefs, and had thetitllt of Flaminica; and al(o enjoyed the 
f.·une privile~es. and was undl"r tile fame reftriaiQns as he~ hulband. 
Aulus Gelhus, NoCl:. Att. 1. 10. C • .IS. 

(9) Aulus Qellius, lib. I. c. u. 
N z Luperel 
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Luperci of ,Pan, andfe¥eral others who preficfed O'V« 
the w.o:ibip of particular deities, each of which had a 
partjc~lar ~ol1ege. and conlUtuted a diftina community. 

Of the T£MPLE$ c1fthe Pagam. 

O'A KEN groves, with a circular opening' in, tbe 
" "midlt, or upright nones placed in the (alJle order' , 

indofing an altar, were the ,original temples. The firft 
covered OtIe was that of Babel; and in all probability it 
was theonl, one or the kind, till Mores, by erelling 
tilt tabernacle, might give the Etyptians the lirft thought 
of boilding alfo a houfe for their gods. Had temples 
been bUilt ill Egypt at the time when Mores ~fided 
tht!'re, it can Hardly be tonceived but that he would 
have mentioned them -; and that' this moving tenujle 
might fern: as a model for tbe ren is the more pro:'. 
baltle, as there is a near reremblance between the Sanc­
tum Sanflorum, and the holy places in tbePagari 
temple. In that of Mores, God- was conrulted, and 
none fuffered to enter but the prieRs; this, exailly 
agree. with the holy places in. the Heathen temples. 
where 'the oracle was delivered.' '. " 

; It was the opinion of Lucian, that the firft' temJ>1e~ 
were built by the Egyptians, and, that from th~ collom­
w~s cdnveyed to rhe people of the ~e.iah!>oUling~~Jl:: 
tries; and from E~ypt and Pha:maa ,It paffed mlQ 
Greece-, and from Greece to Rome; , . - - ' 

They all began wi:h little chapels, which we're ge­
nerally ere8ed by private perronl, and there were fooR 
1bcceeded by regular buildings, and the ,molt Iilagllifi~ 
cent Rruaures, when even the grandeur and beau')!, 'of 
the buildingS heightened the veneration that WaS ente(,~ 
tamed for- them~ They had of,cn pOl1icos. and .1"-1S' 
'"' afcent of lteps, wbile rome 'of them were furroundftl 
by galleries fupported by rowS of pillars. 'Tne firft 
part in entering thefe temples was the porch, in whic" 
was placed the holy water for the expiation of thofe 
that -entered into the temple. The next 'Was the nave 

(I), at' 
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(I), or body of the temple, and then the haly place (z); 
into which none but the priefts were aUowed to enter. 
SometimeS there was behind tbe building- anothf r pare, 
eatJed the. back temple. 

The infide was frequently adorned with painting!, 
gildings, and the richdt offerings, among which were 
the tt:ophies and fpoils of war. But the principal or~ 
Baments were the ftatues of the gods, Bnd thofe of per­
fons diftinguiflted by great and noble atHons, which 
were fometimes of gold. f&lver. wory. IboDY, and odlel 
precious mater!als. • • • 

The veneration for thefe buildings was cart1~· by 
the Romans and other natioas to the molt fuperfiitiollS 
excefs. Before the ere~ng one of tltt!fe n!,ble c<tlfices, 
tbe Arutpices clrofe the pk.:e, and fixed the time for be. 
ginning the work; for here everr thing. was of impor. 
tance. They began when the air was ferene. and the 
flty clear and unclouded; on the limits of the building 
were placed fillets and garlands, and the foldlerS whore 
names were thought aufpicious, entered the enclofhre 
with bOllghs in thek hands: then folJowed the veftal 
virgins, attended by ruch boys and girls who had the 
happiners to have their fathers and mothers living, and 
there afiiofted the veft~s in fprinkling aH the ground 
with clear water; tlY:n followed a foltmn facrifice. and 
prayers to t,he gods, to ptorper the bu.ilding they wer~ 

, going to-ereft for their habitation ~ And this being o"c~ 
she' prieft touched tltt! f\Ione· that was to be 6rft laid, 
and bound it with a tHlet, afler which the magillratc:s. 
and perfons of the greateft diltinflion, afiilled by the 
people. with the utmoft joy and alacrity in rem.oviog 
the ftone, which was extremely large, bed it for it 
foundation, throwing in with it feveral {mall gold coins~ 
and otlter pieces of money. 

When there buildings were fini/hed, the, were con­
Rcrated with abundance. of ceremony, and [0 great was 
the veneration felt b)l the people for the. temples, that 
they frequently, as a IMrk of humiliatiQn, c1ambertd 
up to t~em 011 their knees; and (o holy was the place, 

el> N~'f. . 
"7.) Called Penetr.alls,. Sacrarium. Adytum. 
, . N3 

th 
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·that it was thought criminal fOf a man to fpit or blow 
his nofe in it. The women profirdted Ihemfelves in 
them, and fwept the pavemenls witll thdr hair. They 
bec.me fanfluaries f,'r debtors and criminals; and oa 
all holidays were confianrJ)" decked· with branches of 
'laurel, olive and ivy. 

One of the fir n temples built in Egypt, was that of 
Vulcan, at Memphis, ereaed by Menes: At firft it 
had the primitive fimplicity of all other antient build­
ings, and without {lalues (3); but the fucc:effors of this 
:prince ft,ove to excell each other itt embellilhing this 
",orlt with fiately porches and ftatues of a Dlol}firoull 
faze. There were indeed a great number of temples 1n 
Egypt, but the maR: extraordinary thing 'Of this kind 
was a chapel hewn out of a fingle ,fi:one, which by or­
tier of Amans was cut out of the quarries in . uppet 
'Egypt, and with incredible difficulty carried' as fer as 
. Sai5, where it was defigned to have been fet up in the 
umple of Minerva, hut was left at the gate.· Hero­
cotus mtntiolrS Ihis work with marks of aftooilhment, 
.. what 1 admire more,. fays he; than at the other 
II works of Amafis, is his clufiog a hclbfe to be bJlOugbt 
I! from Eliphantina, a haufe bewn out of a fingle be: 
.. which two thoufand men were uaable t<tremove 
.. thither in lefs than. three years. This houfe ... 
II thirty-one feet in front, twemy 08e feet in breadth, 
.. and twelve in heigbt; and on· the ihf1de ,twenty:' 

• II feven feet in length, and feven feet and a balf hjgb:.'· 
The temple of Diana at Bphefus (t), has beenal­

ways admired as one of the nobleR: pleas of architec-
1ure that the world has e,er produced. It was four 
hundred and t\\'enty-five feet lon(, two hundred feet 
broad, and fupported by a hundred and twenty-feven 

. 'columns of· marble fixty feet high, twenty-fe"en of 

. (3) According t:> the heR: hlftorianll, there were ~o btues in • 
the antient tempfes of Egypt. But this is lIot at all ftrange. "nee 
Plutarch, who has his authority from Varro, fays, That the~Romans 

',,,ere a hllndred aDd f!:venty years without ftatues; Numa prohi­
.hited them hy a law: and Tertullian lets us know, thar even in 
his time there were feveral temples that had no Iblues. I 

(4) This temple was accounted one of tke wonden of the world. 

which 

I 
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which were beautifully carved. This temple, wbich wa.· 
two hundred yean in building, was burnt by Erofrrat\l,l. 
with no other view IhaD .to perpetuate his memory-:: 
~owever, it wa& rebuilt. and the laft temple was not iq­
ferior either in riches or beauty, to the former, being a­
dorned with the works of the moft: famous ftatuaries of 
Greece-. .. 

f The temple of Ceres and Proferpine was built in. the­
>doric order, and was of fo wide an extent as to be able to' 
contain thirty thoufand men; for there weie' frequently 
that· number at the celebration of the myileries of ~e 

'f two godde1l"es.· At firft this temple had no c;olumm QI'l' 

... be o.utfidc. but Philo afterwards ad6led to u a, rollin ... 
~ ,cat portico. '. . .. ,I 
._,- The temple of Jupiter OIympiUs, as weR as die admi:" 
-nble fratue of Jupiter placed in it. were raifed from tbe 
-/poils which the Elians took at the facking of Pira (sJ. 
·-\.~his temple was of the doric order, the moll andent, .... 
~II as th! moil fuitable to grand undertakings; and· 

; .,en the outfide was furrounded with columns •. which form­
, cd a noble pel1ftile. The length of the temple Wl$ two· 
;-.)wntlred and thirty feet, its breadth ninety-fi,e, .andits 
. height, from the area to the roof. two hundred. and thir­
.. ,., •. From the middle of the roof hung a gilded vi6ory •. 
;"'l.fIIlder which was a golden fbield, on which was reprefeDt"-
.eel .Medura's bead; and round the temp~ a~ve the co· 

~.hamn', ·hung twenty-one gilt bucklers. wbich Mummiu. 
"'~fecrated.to Jupiter after the facking of Corinth. Up­
~n the pedhnent in the front was reprefented, with ex-· 
J~uifite art, the chariot race· betw~n Pelops and Oeoo­
trJll8us': and, On the back pediment, the battle of tlle 
~ntaurs with the lapithz at the marriage of PirithOu.; 
r;.nd the brafs gates were adorned with the labours of Her • 
.:...,cu1es. In the infwe, two rdnges of tall and flately co-

lumns fupported two galleries, under whicb was the way 
-·that·led to the throne of Jupiter • 
. ; _ .'rhe itatue of the god and his throne were .the maner­
~':-peces of the great Phidias, and the moll magnifice.tlt 
.~and highell finifbed in all antiquity. The ftatue, whi~h· 
t·. 

(S). P.aufania~ in Iliac,. p. ·303. & feq. 

N.+ . "as 
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'wis of • prodigious fize. was of gold and ivory, ro art­
fully blended, as to 611 an beholders with aftoniOtmeot~ 
The god wore upon his htilC~ an olive Q'own, in which 
the leaf of the olive was iinitated in the nic:eft perfec­
tion. 'In his right-hand be held the figure of vittory, 
formed like wife of gold and i90ry; ,and in his left a 
~olden rcepter. on the top of which was an eagle. The 
Aloes and mantli 'of the god were of gold. and on the 
mantle were engraven a variety of flowers and animals. 
The throne fparkled with gold apd precious ftones, while 
the different materials, and the a1femblage of animals" and 
olherornaments, formed a ddightful variety. At the 
IOuI' corners of the throne. were tour vitlories, that feena­
cd joining bands for a dal\ce; and at the feet of Jupiter 
were two others. On the forefide, the feet of the'throne 
were adorned with fphinxes plUCking the tender infants 
from the bofoms of me" Theban mothers, and Wlderneath 

,were Apollo and Diana flaying the: childreD of Niobe 
with their artollVs,~ &c. .At the top of the throne, above 
the head of Jupiter. were the grates and hours. The 
pc-deftal which (upported the pile. was equally adorned- " 
with the reft: it ~as covered with gold. on the ODe 
fide Phidias had engraven Pha:bus guiding his chariot; 
on .the other, Jupiter and Juno. Mercllry. Vefta. and 

"the graces: bere Venus appeared as riling from the 
fea, and Cupid receiving her. while Pitho, ~r the god­
ders of perfua{wn. feeAled pfe(enung her with a crown: 
there appeared A polio and Diana. Minerva and Her­
euler. At the foot of the peddtal were Neptune and 
Amphitrite, with "Diana, w~o appeared mounted on 
hOlieback.Jn iliort, a woollen veil died in purple. and 
coriobfiy embroidered, h1lng down from the top to tbe 
bottom. A large balluftraae painted and adorned witb 
figures encompatred the whole wotk; th,ere, wirh ini­
mitable art. 1\"a5 pail'lted the AlIas bearing the heavells 
upon his fhootden," and HerclIles ftooping to eafe him 
of his load. The combat of Hercules with the Nemean 
lion, Ajax ofF~ring violenc:e to Caffandra, Prometheus 
in chain$) and a variety of other pieces of fabulous 
hiftory. 

This 
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This temple was paved .with thefiheft marble. a­

dorned with a prodigious number of flatues. and with 
the .prefents which feveral princes had confecrated to the 
GOd. 

Though the temple of Apollo at Df'Jphos. was g~a.t­
Jy inferior in point of magnificence to the (ormer. Y.~t 
the immenfe pre(ents fc:nt to it from every quarter, refl­
dered it in6nitely more rich. The principal value of 
the former arore from its containing the works of Pbi­
diit!, and his malter-piece was re~ly invaluable; bl,lt 
wnat· this temple wanted, in not comaining the produc­
tions of fo curious an a1'tift, was amply mad~ up by a. 
profufion of treafure, which aro~e from the offerings of 
thore who went to confub the. oracle .. The 6r11' templ~ 
which was built being bUf"nt. the amphiCtyones. OIL' 

'general council of Greece. took upon themfelves the care 
· of rebuilding it.; and for that purpofe agreed with an 
"archirea for three hundred talents, which amOIlDlS to· 
forty five thoufand pounds, and this fum was to be raired' 
• by ,tbe dties of Greece; colleaton, were alfo made in 
foreign countries. Amacis king of Egypt, and the Gt-e­
ci.m inhabitan.ts of that couotry, contribllted confidorab~e' 

· (ums 'for that fervice. The Alomzonedes, one of tbe 
moll powerful families in' A thens, had the Charge of con­
c1uaing the buUding. which they rendered m.ore ,mag.u­
ficent. by making, at their own expenee. confiderablc:: 

--additions that had not been propofed in the model. . 
" 'After the temple of Delphos was finifhed.Gyg~s 
ling of Lydia, and Crtefus one of his fuacelfors, en:' 
'riched it 'with an incredible number of the OIoft. valuable· 
prefents, and after their example, many other princes. 
cities, and private perrons beftowed> upon it a vaft num .. 
ber of tripods. tables, vefi1ils', Ihields. crowns. and ftQ~ • 
tiles of gold and filver of inconceivable value. Herodo­
tus'iriforms (6), that the pre(enls of gold made by Cra:f",.. 
alone to this temple, amounted to more than tw.O hUD­
dred and 6fty talents, or 33.5col fterling;.and it is­
probable that ,thofe of filvel' were not of lefs value. 

(6) Her. Lib. i. c. SO, *- s: 
Ands 
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And Diodorus Siculus (7) ad~ing thefe to thore of the 
other princes, computes them at ten thoufandtalems, or 
about 1,300,000 I. (8). 

Plutafch informs us (9), that amongfl the ftatues of 
gold, which ClarU' placed in the lemple of Delphos, 
was one of a female baker, of which this was theoc,a­
fion: Alyaltlls, ,he father of Cra:fus, having. manied 
• fecolld wile, by whom he had children; the form~d 
the defign of feeuring the crown to her own Hfue, by 
puttin~ a period to the life of her fon-in-Iaw; and with 
this vIew. tngaged a female baker to put poifon into a 
loaf. that was to be ferved up at tb.e table of the YOIIl)g 
prince. The woman {huck with horror at the thought 

· of her bearing fo great a iliare in the guilt of the queen, 
Itt Cra:fus into the fec.et; on which the loaf was {erye<! 
tothe queen's 0",0 children, and their death fecllred his 
fucceffion to the throne, which when he afcended, . f1"oin 
a fenfe of gratitude to his henefaarefs, he ereaed thisfi~­
tue to her memory in the temple of Delphos. An h~m()ur 
that our author fays the had a belter title to, than It)any 
of the boafted conquerors or heroes, who rofe to fame 

· only by murder ann devaflation. 
· I taly was no lefs famous for a multiplicity of temples 
· than Greece; bill. none of them were more noble, or 

more remark.able £Or the fingularity of their form. than 
the Pantheon, commonly called the Rotunda, orjginal­
ly confecrated to al.1 the gods, as it is no~ to all the faints. 

· Jr is generally bebeved to have been butlt at the expence 
of Agrippa, fon-in-Iaw to Augllftus. This noble fa­
bric j, entirely round and without windows, receiving a 
iilfficient degret! of light from an op.ening admirably COD­

'rived..in the center 6f the dome. It was richly adorned 
with the ftatues of all the gods and goddeif('s fet in 
niches. But ,·he portico, compofed of fix teen columns 
of granate marble, each of one lingle fione, is more beau-

(7) n ·od.lib.J!.6. P· ,4S3· 
(8) It is. impolllble . to form any tolembIe idea .of t1;efe ,rums 

without brlngmg ,alfo I.nto the account the comparative fcarcltyof 
at that time, which rendered its real vallie vaftly greater than 

bears at prelent. The mines of Mexico and Peru have 
all comparifop. 

de: Pyth. ol'ac. p. 401. 
tifu! 

Dig"",d by Coogle 
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lifut and more rurprifing than the temple hlel£,' fime 
there coJumnsare five feet in diameter, and thirty-feven. 
feet high, without mentioning the bares and chapiteTS. 
The emperor Conftantius the third ftripp'd it of the· 
pla~s_ of gilt brafs that covered the roo.f, and o.f the·· 
beams, which were of the fame metal. . Of the co.pper .. 
plates of the portico, pope Urban the eighth, after •. 
wards formed· the canopy of St. Peter; and even of the, 
nalls, which faften'd them, caft the great piece of artll-

.Iery, which is /till to be feen in the caftle of St. Angelo. 
But of the Roman temples the Capitol was the princi. .. 

pal; with an account of which we fhan ,herefore con. 
clude. In, the laft Sabine war Tarquinius Prircus yo.wed· 
a· temple to JlIpiter, Juno. and Minerva. The eVent! 
of the war correfpoRded with his willies, and the .Au. 
{pices unanimouflY· fixed upon the Tarpeian mountain. 
for the deinned ftruaure. Bl)t little more feerns to -have, 
been done towards it, befides this defignation. till tbo-· 
reign o.f Tarquinius Superbus, a prince of 10ftinefS and: 
fpirit conforming to his name"; who fet about it in. 
earndf:; having laid out the defign with- fuch amplitude­
and magnificence ai, might· fllit· the. king of goos and, 
men, the glory, of the rifing empire, and the majefty of 
the 6tuation., The Vo.lfdan fpoils were dedicated: to. 
this, fervico. An incredible fum was ex·pended upon tho­
foundations- only, which were quadrilateral and near, , 
upon two hundred feet every way: tbe length .exceedin~ 
the breadth not quite fifteen ffet~ When the, foundati_ 
ons were clearing, a human head was found, with the. 
lineaments of the face entire. and the blood yet fre1h anct,. 
flowing: 'which was interpreted as an omen of tatnre.m_ 
pire. This head was faid to have ,belonged to. one {)Uus, 
or Tolus; whence the ftruflure received its compound 
name. Tho' p,?ffibly itmigbt be as· well to dedt'ce the 
na'me from CAPUT only; and tbat too upon anotner·­
:lccount, bectnfe it was the commanding part, tbe. head. 
and citadel of Rome, and the chief place of its religious­
worlhip. The edifice was'. not finiflted till after the ex-· 
palfion of the kinga; the completion of it being a work,. 
fays Li.y. refervecH"or the days of liberty. It Hood 'tlte 
(pace of 4ZS years to the confulate of S,cip!o and Norh:' .... 
lius, when, ~. was confumed by fire; but It was rebuilt , 

I;u_a' 
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by Sylla~ whofe name was infcribed in letters of gold 
upon the faffigium or pediment of it. In the midft 
were formed three celJs or temples feparated by thill. 
partitions, in which ftood the golden images of the de­
ities to whom it had been devoted. Thofe of Juno 
and Minerya wc'-e on each fide,of Jupiter; for it was 
not ufual for him to be worRlipped wilhout the company 
of his wife and daughter. The three temples were co­
yered by one .eagle with 'his wings expanded., Th!s 
wonderful ftruaure feems to have' been of the DOriC 
order, in imitation of thofe ra:r,d to the fame deity in 
Greece, and aboulldtd llIith curious' engravings and 
every plaiftic ornament, particularly the Fafiigium~ 
The fpadous entrances, or tl)relliolds, were compored 
of braCs. The lofty folding-doors, which were of the 
(arne metal, moft elegantly emboffed, grated harfh thun­
der upon brnen hinges' and were afterwards entirely 
overlaid with plates of gordo The teffellattd pavements 
ftruck the eye with an aftonHhing affemblage of rich to­
lours from the variegated marl,le. The beams were folid 
brafs; and the fplendor of the fretted roof was dazzling; 
where (I) 

-The glittering flame 
Played on the temple's gold and awful height. 
And fbed around its trembling rays of light. 

I 

W,ithout, the covering ~as of plates of brals, f .. lhioned 
like tiles; which being gilt with gold, refteatd the 
fun-beams with exceffive luftre. The front to the fouth 
was encompaffed with a triple row of lofty marble co­
lumns beautifully polifhed, brought from the temple of 
Olympian Jove at Athens. by order of Sylhi: aU the 
(lther fides by a double row. The aCcent was by an hun­
dred fieps that gently rofe, .-hicb made the paffage to it 
extremely granef and ftriking. ' 

But" this Capi:ol was likewire burnt in the civil waf 
between Vitelbus and Vcfpafian; aDd refiored by t~e 
latter, with (ome addition ,of height: it quickly after 
underwent the fame fate. and was raifcd again by Do­
mil ian with more ftrength and ,nagni~cnce than before i 

(I> Flan;ma nitore fuo templorum verberat aurum, " 
Et tremulum fllJDma fpargit in aede jubar. Ovid Faft.l. 9-

who 
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"ho arrogated the wbole honour of the fttuaure to him­
(ei'f. The poets were miftaken, when they promifed 
tQ this laft fab,~c an eternal duration. For not many 

},cars intervtned before it was fired by lightening, and a. 
,reat part of it confumed. The left-hand of the golden 
Image of· .jupiter was, melted. Afterwards, under. Ar­
cadius and H,'norius, the: plunder of it was begun b, 
Stilicho i who dripped I he valves or folding. doors 'of th~ 

, thick plated gold which covered them ~ in. one part of 
which was fOUDd a grating infcription, declaring them. 
!tES,IIt.YED FOI. AN VIIPOIlTVNAT! PUNCE. Gizeric:. \ 
~iRg of the Vandals., carried WI·ith him into Africa moft 
of its remaining ornaments, among which one half of 
the gilded ~yles of brafs; and great "art of it was de­
ftroyed by Totilas tbe Goth. Theodoric indeed made 
fome- attempts to repair the capito], the amphitheatrr. 
alld other the more fplendid buildings of the city; bu. 
jn vain, the prevailing light of chriftianity left them fo. 
the moil: part ufclefs and deferted. . 

Of the Ufefulncfs of F A B L E. 

:By Mr. ROLLIN, Profdl'or of Eloqutnce in the Royal' 
College at Paris, and Member or tbe Royal Academy 
of Inrcriptions and Belles Letters. , 

W HAT I hlve already obferved (fays this learned 
author) concerning the origin of fables, which 

owe their birth to fiBion, error and faUhood. to tbe 
alteration of hift()rical faas, and the \:orruption of man'i 
beart, may givereafon to afIt, whether it is proper t. 
inftrua Cbriftlan children in all the foolifh inventiont. 
abfnrd and idle dreams, with which Paganirm has filled 

. the books of antiquity. . ' 
: This ftudy when aI?P1ied to w.ith all the precautions 

and wifdom, which religion demands and infpires, IDay 
be .very ufeful to youth. 

~irft it teaches them, what they' owe to Jefus Chrift, 
theIr Redeemer,. wbo bas delivucd them from .the 
p'ower of darknefs, to bring t~em into the' admirable 
light of tile Gofpel. Before hIm tbat were even .~ 

",. 
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wlfeft and beft of men, thore celebrated philoropher.t; 
thofe great politicians, thofe famous legillators· of­
Greece, thofe grave fenators of Rome, in a word, all­
the beft governed and wifeft nations of the worid-f­
J'able informs us, tJtey were blind worihippers of the 
devil, who bent their knees before gold, 1ilver, aDd 
marble; who oft'eredincenfe to fiatues, that were <leaf 
and dumb; who acknowledged, as Gods, animals. 
Hptiles and plants; who were not a/hamed to adore an 
adulterous Mars, a profiituted Venu" and an incef­
toous Juno. a Jupiter polluted witb aU manner of 
crimes, and for that reafon molt werth, of the lirft: 
place among the Gods. 

What great impurities, what monltrous abomina­
tions were admitted into their ceremonies. thdr fo­
lemnities and myfieries? The temples of their Gods 
were fchools of licentioufnefs, their piaure5 invitations­
to fin, their ,roves: pla£es of profiitution, their facrifices-
• frightful mtxtuR of fuperfiition and cruelty. 

In this conditiOR were al1 mankind, except the peo­
ple of the Jews, tor near four thoufand ),ears. In this.. 
ftate were our farhers, and we fbould have likewife 
been, if the light of the Gofpel had not difperfed our 
darknefs. Every fiory in fabulous hifiory, every cir­
cumftaacc of the lives of the Gods,. fbould fiil ps at­
once with confUbon, admiration and gratitude; and 
feem to cry out to us aloud in the words of St. Paul 
to the Ephefians: Rlllum/;tr. and forget it not, thlll 
IlIi1lg hrtmg fr,,,, Genii/,s • .}, 'Uo'tr, jlra,glrs frrl'" the c..­
'IIt.ants '.I I""';;;' ba'f/ing 11. hO}I, II.'J, 'Wilh.1II God ill 
th, 'WIII'1i. 

A fecond advantage of fable is that in difcovering to 
us the abfurd ceremonies and impious maxims of Pa­
ganifm. it ollght to infpire us "ith new re(petl for the 
augufi mBjdly of the Chritlian religion, and the fanc­
fity of its morals. We learn from ~cclefiafiic31 hillory, 
that an holy bilhop. in order to eradicate entirely all 
difpofitions to idolatry out of the minds of the faithful. 
brought to light and publicklyexpofed all that was 
found in the infide of a temple he caufed to be demo­
Jilhed. the bones of men, the· members of children 
facrificed to devils, and fevfral· other foolJl;eps of the 

lacriJealous 
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fatrilegiolls worfbip, which the Pagans paid to their 
Deities. The ftudy of filble fuould produce a like efta -
in the mind of every fenfible' perfon, and it is this ufe 
the holy fathers and all the apologifts of Chrifti­
anity have m,de of it. 

It is impoffible to underftand the liooks which have 
been written upon this fubjea, without "-,,,jng fomt 
knowledge of fabulous hiftory. St. Auguftin's great 
work; intitled, D, Ci'Vhal, Dei, which has dorie (0 
much honollr to Ihe church, is itt the fame time both 
a proof of what I lay down, and a perfect: model of 

'the manner bow we ought to fanaify profane ftudies. ' 
The fame may be faid of the other fathers, who have 
gone upon the fame plan from the beginning of Chrif. 
lianity, Theophilus of Antioch, Tatian, Arnobius" 
Lathnrius, Theodoret, Eufebius of Crefarea, anc,t ef. 
pecially St. Clement of Alexitndria, whofe Stromata 
are not to be underftood by' any one, that is not verfee! 
in this part of andent learning. Whereas the' know.. 
ledge of fable makes the knowledge of them extremely 
eafy, which we ought to look upon as no fmall ad· 
vantage. 

It is alfo very ufeful (and particularly to youth, for 
whom I write) for the underfianding both of Greek. 
Latin, French, and Englifu authors, in reading of 
which they muft be often at a ftand \\'ithout fome ac­
quaintance with fable. I don't fpeak only of the poets, 
to Whom we know it is a kind of natural language'; 
it is alfo frequently made ufe of by orators, and fome. 
tim~s,'by an happy application, fupplies them with ~ry 
lively and eloquent turns: Such for inftance, amongft 
a great many othe'rs, is the following pamrge ill 
Tully's oration concerning Mithridates king ot Pontus. 
The orator takes notice that- this prince flying before 
the Romans, afrer the lofs of a battle. found means to 
cfape out of the hands of his covetous conquerors, by 
{cattering upon the road, from time to time, 'a part of 
his treafuresand fpoils. In like manner, fays he, as 
it is told of Medea. that when fue was purrued by htr 
father, in the fllme country, fue fcattered the members 
of her brother Abfyrlus, whom fue had cut to pieces, 
~long the wa,/, that his care in gathering up tbe di~-

peefed 
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_ perfed members, and his grief at the fight of fo fad, a 
fpetl:ac1e; might retard his purfuit. The refemblance 
is exatl:, except that, as Tully remarks~ lEeta, the 
father of Medea. was fiopped in his courfe by forrow,. 
and the Romans by joy. 

There are difFerentfpecies of books expofed to the 
view of the whole world, fuch ;is piaures, prims, 
tapefiry and fiatues. Thef. are fo many riddles tOo 
thofe who ·are i~norant of fabulous hifiory froln 
whence their explacation is frequently . to be taken. 
Thefe matter. are likewife frequeutly brOllght into dif­
£ourfe, and it is not, in my opinion, over agreeable 
to fit mute and feern ftupid in company for want of 
laeing inftruded, whilft ),oung, in a matter fo eafy tOo 
be learnt. 

Vne only fupreme God. omnipotent. and the Author 
. of Fa&e. .' 

N OTWITHSTANDING the monarous multiplicity of 
Homer's Gods, he plainly acknowledges one firft 

Heing, a fuperior God, upon whom all the other Go.Js 
depended. Jupiter fpeaks and aas every where IS ab­
{olute, and lO6,nitely fuperior to all the other Gods- in 
power and authority, as able by a word to caO them aU 
eut of heaven,' and plunge them into the depths of 
Tanarus, as having executed his vengeance upon 
(ome of thelD; whilft all of them own his fuperiorit)l 
and independance. One fingle patrage will fuffice to­
fhew the idea which the aotients'conceived of Jupiter. 

CC Aurora DOW. {air daughter of the dawn. 
co Sprinkled with rory light the dewy lawR ; 
.. When Jove conven'd the fenate of the 1kies .. 
N. Where hiah Olympus' cloudy tops arife, 
.. The fire of. Gods his awful mence broke, 
II The heavens attentive trembled, as he fpoke: 

.. Celeftial frates, irnmGrtal Gods, give ear, 
.. Hear our decree, and rev'rence what you hear.; 
., The fix'd decree, which no~ all heaven can moye • 
• ', Thou fate I fulfil it i and ye powers approve! 

.1 What 
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U What God but enters yon' forbidden field, 

.• , Who yields affiftance, or but wills to y,ield; 
II Back to the fkies with fhame he fhan be driven, 
.. Gafil'd with difhoneft wounds, the fcorn of heaven; 
co Orfar, oh! far from fteep Olympus thrown, 
U Low in the dark Tartarean gulph fhall groan, 
.. With burning chains fix'd to the brazen 600rs, 
IC And lock'd by heU's inexorable doors ; 
.. As deep beneath th' infern.al centre hurl'd, 
•• As from that centre to th' ;ethereal world •. 
.. Let him, who tempts me, dread thefe dire abode. J 
.. And know th' Almighty is the God of Gods. 
" League all your forces then, ye pow'r. above, 
" Join all, and try th' omnipotence of Jove: 

," Let down our golden, ,yerlsling cham,' 
•• Whofe firong em brace holds heav'n, and earth and main :. 
.. StriYe all, of mortal and immortal binh, 
.. To drag by this the thund'rer down to earth: 
.. Ye ftrive in vain 1 If I but ftretc:h this hand, 
" I heave the Gods, the ocean, ard the land, 
" I fix the chain to great Olympus hei,ht, 
.. And the vafi world hangs trembling In my Gght • 
.. For fuch I reign, unbounded, and aboye; 
II And fuch are men and Gods compar'd to Jove. 

.. Th' Almighty {poke. nor durA the powers repl" 
.. A rey'rend borror filenc'd all the fky; . 
.. Trembling they ftood before their fovereign's look.. 

POP I •. 
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A D A S turned by Ceres into a newt, or water-lizard. 
Page 116 

Acbelous, who -afrumed al1lbapes. conquered by He~ules 
131. An explication oj this fable i6ii/. 

Acheron fent to heU. and transformN into a ri,er +9 
Achilles, his birth and education, 156. Is coo cealed, to 

prevent his going to Troy. and is difcovered by UlyflCs. 
i/Ji", Divine honoun paid him. . .1 S7 

Acrifius fuuts up Danae in a brazen tower, 33. Caures 
Danlre and her fOD Perfeus to be put into a cheft. and 
caft into the· fea, 146. Receives an accidental hurt. 
which caufes his death 147 

Aazon tumed into .. lag. and devowed by his own dogs. 
83' The literal fenfe of the fable 84 

AdQOis belo.ved by Venus. 9.... Killed by _ wild boar. _04 
turned by that goddefs into the flower anemone ;6;". 

lEacus, who. his hiftory s+ 
lEgeus throws himfelf from a rock. and is drowned in the 

feat which afterwards was called the )Egean rea 153 
)Egis, Jupiter'. fhield. why caUed by this name 30 
lEgina, corrupted by Jupiter under tbe appearance of fire, 

1.. f' 3J Ag ala, one 0 the Graces &1 
.AEolus, ~od of the winds, his hiftory 160 
lEfculaplUs, the god of phyfic, bis birth and {kill, 1Q • 

. His coming to Italy in the form of a ferpent. 11. KIll-
ed by Jupiter, ibid. The origin of the table, 7%. The 
manner in which he was reprerented ,'6iJ. 

Eta, tbe father of Medea, deprived of the golden fleece. 
. lSI 

Aglaia, one of the Graces, and the wife of Vulcan 81 
Alchymy, or the tranfmutation of metals, &c. founded 

onlJ on the names given to the planets. % 3 r; 
Alcides. one of the names of Nerc:ules 13<) 

Alc:ithoe,. 



INDEX. 
A1clthoe. for deriding tbe prid~ffcs of Bacchus, ti-1fI~ 

formed into a bat" f1;~ 
Alcmena. d~ived by Jupiter under the form of her huf-

band Amphytrion " 3-3 
Aletlo. one of tbe furies 56< 
Alpheus, in love with Diana 8t 
Altan. facred grovc., and facrilices, z6o. Of the fmpli-

city of the moft early ages. and the introduflion of aJ;. 
tars, 260. Th-e original of facred groves. 26"1. Of 
,he andent facri&Ces, 261. Of human viaims, 262. 
The ceremonies ufed at facri&:es. and tbe manner in 
which they were performed . 262, 26, 

Altha caufe. tbe deatb of her fi)ll " 8+ 
Amalthaea, the goat that nurfed Jupi:er- 30 
Am"athus (the womea. of) chtnged iato axel) 90S 
Amazons, defeated by Hercules . J 34-
Ambarvalia, {eftivals in honour of Ceres. how performed 

_ r 1'9, 
Amphion.. ·r.id to raife the walls of Thebes by the harmo-

ny of his lyre J 59= 
Amphitrite, Neptune's wife 4-1 
"Amycus, (on 0'( Neptune, killed by Pollux 1++ 
Ancile, a brafs buckler, faid to be fent from heaven III 
"Andromeda, ClIpofcd to a' fea monft:cr, delivered by Pe .. 
" ~~. " I~ 
Anteus, a giant fqueezed to death by Hercules; ."J6 
Anriope, debauched by Jupitel' in tbe form of a fatyr 3-2" 
Apollo, his birth and aMeatures, 6... The principal places 

where he was worfhipped, 6). The ori~in of the fable 
Qf Apollo, 6.7. In-what manner h~ was reprefented, 61}­
His offspring, 70. His oracle at Delpbos deferlbed 66 

A~achne p~etending to excel M.i~erva.in ~eaving. is turned 
lnto a (rider. I07~ The ongm of thiS fable J JO-

Ariadne gIves 'l'hefeus a clue, by which be gets out of the 
labyrin.th; but he ungratefully leaves her;· fhe is foun:! 
by BacchlJ6, who takes her,_ 123. Her crOWD turned 
into a conftellation i&ii. 

Argonauts, Jafon's companioos, wbo- attended him in .. 
expedition to fetch the golden fleece, I s?". The-origin 
of tbe fable of the A-gonauts expedition: '9 

Argus, who had an hundred eyes, ordered to. watch Jo, 
but is killed by Mercury, when Juno tutO!- hjm into a 
ptacock, H' This fable explained. ~ 

AriOD~ 
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Arion, a fkilful mufician, being robbed and thrown into 

the fea, is carried to land Oft the back of a dolphin 159 
Ariftzus. his biftory 76 
Arufpices, or foretelling future events, by infpeaing the 

intrails of vitAms, 246. From whence thefe fuperfti-: 
tious qbfervances were derived, ;6;t/. Tile manner in 
'Which the intraik. were examined, and. what were the 
tules of judging' ;IJi". 

Afcalaphus, telling that Prorerpine had eaten fome grains . 
61· a pomegranate~ 'is transformed into a toad ... 6 

Ai'tc!ria, carried away by Jupiter in the Ibape of an eagle 32 
A&-ea· returns to heaven, and is changed into ~e conftel-

· lation Virgo . . 190 
Aftrology, its orign~ 232. The names of the Zodiac, and 

· thofe of the planets, imagined to be indications of their 
. fever~l offices. and to ·produce good &lld-e"il~ according 
to their names, Ill' The figns fuppofed to pre fide 

,:over all parts of the human body. 23). 
Atatantlfand"Hippomenes turned into lions 9, 

• Atlas, his defcent and.offspring, 7. His exploits, 8. PE, •.. 
: (eus, by Ibewing him the Medura's head, turns him into 

a'mountain, ibitl. The orig.n of the fable of Atlas jIJjj. , 
Atropos. one of the deftinies ~o > 
Atys) beloved by Cybele, is murdered by his fat he,', or-

der 26. Turned into a pine-tree ;6;"., 
AugeRs's ftable. containing three. thourand oxen. eleaDfed .. 

. by Hercules in a day. and himfelf nain for qis perfidy 134- > 

Aucury; or forming ajudgme.nt of fu~u~ity by the flight ~f 
.' bird., 242. From whence It arofe. ,IJ". The manlleFln 

which the ceremony' was perfoJ;mcid, and what were\tbe 
· rules of judging, 243. Of tbe facrea chickens, and the. 
other methods of divination, 2H. Of the. college of 
augurs. and the qualifications necetrary to reD~er • per-

, (ori'cap*ble of being chore into the office·. . 24S 
AUt()ra, berdefcent. S. Carries Cephalq$ an4 Ti~o"ul 

'1·iMto.·hellven, i!Jii. Her defcription.. ,. .6 
' ... ~ B. 

B 'ACCHANAUA arid BrumlJlia, fefiivals in,ho~o~r of 
. Bacchus, uS; Bacchus, his education and exploits. 

':21. Hisnal"(les,124' Hisprincipalfefiivals, uS, How 
repre(ent~d by the poets and painters. 1%6. The true 
origin of this fabulous deity, ;6;';. His atteDdanll 1~7 
BattilS, turned into a touch·Rone . 8~.r-

. BeUd, 



I N D EX.' 
Belider, their crime and pllnilhment in Tartarus ,. 
Bellerophon, his hiftory ..... 7. The origin ot the fable 1 ... 8 
Bellona, the gcddefs of war, defcribed . II", 

Boar of Eriinanthus taken by 1-1 ercules 131 
Bolina. to fave herfelf from Apollo, throws berfdf irno 

the fea 6, 
Bona Dea, one of the titles of Cybele 2S 
Boreas, the. north wind, his hiRory and offspring 161 

Branchidz, oracle of 230 
Britcmartis. being eRtangled in her own nets, is faved by 

Diana 8J 
Bull, ODe that breathed fire, taken by Hercules 133 

Bufiris. a cruel tyrant taken by Hercules, and lacrificed to 
"Neptune 137 

. C. 

CABIRJ, three great dtities introduced from Egypt 
into Samothracia 18 ... 

Cacos, the fon of Vulcan, a notorious robber, killfd by 
. Hercu.1es r 38 

Cadmus, his hiftory, I S1. He al'!d his wife Hermione 
turned to ferpenls, 158. This fable explained ihitl. 

Czlus, the fon of Gaia or Terra 2 
Cz(ulus, fon of Vulcan . lOS 
Cznis transformed into a min 43 
Califto, debauched by J upifer under the form of Diana; 

turned into a bear, and made a conftellation 32 
Calliope, one of the Mufes. prefiding over rhetoric '9 
Calumny, an altar ereaed to her, 197. A pifture of this 

godders drawn by Appenes defcribed '. i!JU. 
Capitol at Rome defcribed .' 275 
Caftalia turned into a fountain 6; 
Cafior and Pollux, their birth and aaions, 1 #. Their 

fharing immortality between them, and bring made the 
conftellarion Gemini 14; I 

CCCrops turned into apes I ; I 

Celeus. killed by Ceres 116 
CephaJus, beloved by Aurora~ S. Kills his wife Protris I 

without defign 6 
Cerberus defcribed, 5%' Dragged out of heU by Hercules,' 

135' The origin of the fables related of this monlier 60 
Ceres. 'her birth, 115' Her adventures while in fearch of 
. her daughter Proferpine, 116. Her feyeral names, and 
• defcriptioo ef the manner in which facrifices were of­

Iered 



I. N .D E .X. 
fered to lIet. 117. The origin of the fables, and of tM 
myfteriollls rites oECeres, I 18. The manner in whicb 
(he was reprefented by the poets and painters, laO. 
The temple of Ceres and Profe,pine 271 

Chaos. according to Hefiod, tbe fatber of the gods, I. 
Why reprefented, as a god . ;"it! 

Cha,ron. his office and charaBer. 51. The origin of this 
fabulous charaBer, .' . " . . 6q 

Charybdis, ·tut'n~ intq a whirlpool . . ; 167 
<:;hc:nchrius, killed by Diana, and transformed into a 
. fountain . 85 

Chymzra. deftroytd by Bltlerophon .48 
Chione~ depriv~d of fpeech' by Diana . 85. 
Circe, a famous foreerefs, banifhed for killing her hufband, 

77' Falls in lo'ewi~h GlllPCUS, and turns her rivil Scyl­
la into a fea monfter, i/JiJ • .. Turns the eOl1\paniom of 
Ulyffes into fwine. i"iJ. The 'origin of this fable ,.8 

CilfllS, transformed by ~acchus into the plant ivy U3 
Clemency. altars and images ereBed to this ,irtue 19+ 
Clio~ one of the Mufes, prc;fiding over hiftory 79 
Clotho, Ofle of .the deftinie.s ~o 
Clytie, changed ~to a fun flower 65 
Clytoris, deflowered by Jupi:er in the fbapc of an ant 33 
Coeytus, one of the ~nfernal rivers 49 
Co~pitalia, II feftival in hOJlQurof the La,res 176 
Concordia, or Concord, a goddefs' 193 
Ct,lpid, .two. of t:his' na,me mentioned by the poets, 98 •. 

. The mAAner in which Cupid is reprefented by the poets . 
. and painters, i"i" .. Th.e origin of tbis little god deriv-

ed from the Egyptian Horus . I . • 99 
Cybele, or Vefta the elder, her hillory, and the defcripti­

.on of her image, z)'. Her priefts, farrifices; &c. . 1.7 . 
Cyclops defcribed, . lOS' . Their .~JllPl~ytn.e"t, i"i'. KlIl-

ed by A polio' '. 63 
Cyenus, a favage prince', va~uifht:d byaer~llles 136 . 
Cycnus, turned into a fwan' .. 61 
Cy nthia. ont of the namell of :Qjana 85 
Cypariffus, turned into a cyprefs.tree . 6.'1 
Cypria llodCytherea, names given to Venus; '93 . 
Cytheron, rejeeiing 'I'ifiphonJ:'s love, is turned into a 

.moulilaip . 55 

.. DANAE,. 



."-, 
t. D. 

D-AN AE, (cdo~d by Jupiter in t~e form of a golden 
ftlower . ' , 3l:. 

lJaphne turned into a laurel ". '. '6+ 
DI!Janira. the wife of Hercules, the Innocent caafe of his 

dtadl' ".", ' ',' I ". 131t1 
~"th, the daughter of Nox or Night Sl 
Deities inferior, attending mankind from their lm'th tdJ 

1 theirdec:eafe" •• ',." ,';/1./ ••• ,,/:t 1861 
Delius, one ot the names of Apollo" , , .• 1 r ,r·. ,AO ",6t' 
Delphos, the temple and or.1cle of ApolJo there , , ~6 
De,tHnies or Fates, their names fand offices •. 'The m'Yd'i~ 
· logy of thefe charaBers ,.;"" 5d. 

Deucaleon. refiores the race 'of mankirid deftroytd'by<the' 
.·deluge, 13. Other fables of the fame kind '1.27-

. Biana, her· ad.entures, 'Ii! Her kveral'ham~, lihd!ttft:­
,different charallers under whiCh fhe.a~~ctrfhipPedl''8t; 
"·S7. The origin of the fable relati!,g to·this gollde('~'"';t 
• Her temple at-Ephefus defctlibed " :' ~ ';[,' ""~~ 

Diomede, the tyrant of Thrace, vanqu1fhed Iby-fk.raj~, 
and given as a prey to his oWn horfes. wIlo'brettheq 

· fire and were fed with human ftelh ' :, i ,'. ''Ij3'' 
ni«er~ation on the theology of the heatMns "'; 1 .. '0 "98.1 
Dryades, the nymphs of the £orefis and wood', 1 J'lllt~~ I 
.,' i ,E.', . " I" &, .• /1,,1>1 

E' CHO, has a datlghtert>y P.n', but he fligrttinglJetliflle. 
pilMd awily.lIllie had notHing-left but, her'~ccn:6}) i 

~ Egyptians, fome remllrks on the ceremonies uftid 'lit til~lJ' 
fu?era}s, 59.~. . Temples lirft built b1 ,t,he, E.grp~i6s8 

Eftfiniatt rites·· I, ,. I .. ,. Ir.:!) 
Elyfian' ~,dtfc:ribed;')~ The origin otthe.tables re- J 

latin, to them ,. ' •. , S9,' 60, \ 
End,nuoo, : beloved> by· Diana, 12. The origm Of tbQ • 

.fable , • . . , . '117 
Epimetheus, opens Pandora~ box 'r f' 1 

Epulones, their. office' • 267 . 
'Elato, one of' the' Mufe:S ;refiding over elegiac pbetry arid' 

dancing,', .". 79 ' 
Eriabonius, the fori of Vulcan, the firfHnventot of ehlt-

riots 104" 
Erimpnthiaa 1Io.leiud by Hercules 1 *Sz" 

Erifich too , 
0;9",,,d by Coogle 



I N '0 E X. 
Erilithton. pnniebed by Ceres with perpetual hunger, Ilftd 

fells his daughter under different fhapes to fupply his 
wants 115 

Eumenedes, or the Faries, defc:ribed, +6, 47. The fable 
of the Furies explained . ~:; 

Eupbrofyne. one of the Grates ", 8, 
Europa. debauched by Jupiter in the fhape of a white bull, 

, 157 
Eurydice, her fiory , 74-
Euryftheusc:ommands Hercules to perform his labours 131 
Euterpe, ,the mille of tragedy " .79 

F. ' 

FAMB, how reprefented 192 
Fauns. rural gods - ' ug, 170 

Faunus, a rural god. from whence fprang the FaulIs~u8, 
, 170 

Faulitas, or Pllblie Felidry, many temples confectated to 
her, 19S. How reprefenled i6itJ. 

Feciales, their office 267 
Feroaia, the loddefs of woods and orchards' '172 
Fides, or Faith. the manner in which her facrifices wete 

performed ' 19] 
Flamines, their office ' 266 
Flora, gOOdefs of tlowers t,~. ·1 7 ~ 
Floralia. feafts in bonour of Flora I r ... 
Fottuna, or Fortune, worfhipped as a goddefs, 191. Her 

various names. i6i.1. How reprerenled 19& 
Furies. their office, charaaers and perrons defcribed, H. ' 

The fable of the Furies explained 56 
G ' 

G ALANTHfS cbanged into a weafel .~I 
Gallus, or A ,~ar}'<ln, transformed iRto a cock 10' 

Ganymede, carried by Jupiter into htaven, and made his 
cup-bearer 3 ~ 

Genii, or Dzmons, attendant fpiritl, 178. The facrifi-
cesand offerings ma,le them i/JiJ 

Guyon, king of Spain, who had tbree bodies, killed by 
Hercules I3§' 

Giants, their war with Jupiter, and defeat, 20. An ex-
. plicalion of this fable ' i/Jitl. 
Glaucus, a fieberman, made a fea god 16; 
Gol,den Age defcribed, J 9, 20 
Golden Fleece, an account of the ram that bore it, I So. 
I' o· Irs 

0;9",,,d by Coogle 



,. NOB. ·X.' 

... Tts being IUltdrd by a dragon and b.;bttalhA~t 
ilill. And at ita being.ar.itd,~byt:Jllfono13m()(/"ill 

'>Qood Genius ... temple eret\ed to hina:'tlll:J: 1~li (liJ()I"" 

GOod Senfe. a,n altarc~lho;hirn·;. :",rVFfil10V, Hri4 
GorgOGS d.Jbtd, ,', ," ".I.(,;',r!"o ,:&l:66 
Gra(es. three attel1dantsOR the MIl." ••• , ~it_p; 
, :;IU/. 'How reprefimt(d ,"j';, :r,,·~tb 
-o-z, fiften.to ,be Gorgons. defcribei ..: 166 
Groves, from w.hmce they were confidered.:faci'al': .~8 
'f':' f'". ',_ . '4H •. '~ -.1 J' •. .• :'H i., -:.Ct.~ .. :i-
Hi Amad~cles.nymphs who .n_t_fOIiI'ltrt"'''tIT~ 

, ' Hlrpies, their· nam~.· and. dei:riptiOA' of ·1 .... ; 
~ with:..the.myrbology of theirdlaraae,* ,,:~. ";',lY;fi 

ID.1::.::::·t~od;offi!e~ tria ~~gi.Qf" .. :'!~ 
Hebe, her birth and biftory, 14F Her ~mp1es :' 4~ 
l:&(atei'ODe of. tbe names-linn itO Dian., 87.·Hu =8g .. re 

·:u ,ocldefs of the internal regions, 8I.#~ht"Ot~ of,. 
J 'gadders,' Inel 0(. her dift'clUt ·names.amI~tharallefS, ;jiJ. 

Se&rna tarritdJ.a"fb,. Thefeus, ,,: .-... '.' i 54 
lWIe,When on .the ",lIt of beirlg facrifietd, is carried 
, ,tllro" tbe air on tbe ram that bore the «okkn «ecce;. but 
, .. flllin .. , is drowned in' that fea, which, from her, -is 01. 
" Jed, die Helld"pont' ...' '+9.' ,~ 
ficrcules, his birth, 110. His Jabours.iI3"~'" 131,·1,.., 
: ,135. J.36, 'l7~ HIS ~ealh, ',3& .. ''r.,~ ~~,' Gf:rn~1t 
.f' frlt*a. ' .', .. ..."... ..' ,,""";) I ,1'3I4S 
HcrmaphlIOditus and SaJmacis, formed into 0'"" ~ 

':caJled an Hermaphrodite ' "~' ',,:, -: >oi';~ 
lfernlet, 0IIe of MC!l'C1Iry'. names '. ': ,; cat 
Hcrmion~, the wife of ,CadmDs, tumed. into a _~ftt!; 1 Sll 
,Helione, expofed to a rca monRer, aud dtJi" .... J by'li6: 
" cuJes ',' >. :':.-", .•.• ~oI, lJ. ,:.".-:,s 
Hefperides, their prdenlurdal byadraaon·JMth .a"Do 

drcocl heads:' Here.lts aul'" the dr1lgOCt~ 1aa~klItsiluir,1. 
, the golden fruit, 135. An cxpU,*_ ooi.1the ,fab .. : rf 

, dae Hefperidel . " '-\' ',; , ',.~, " "-"; ";,~' PC .~ 

'H~:~llS, t~e/fon,~fAtlas, .. ~~~for~~d .~~O!~.'~I 
:UiN.with btazcn.Jeet ~ golden bont,.:tak6t,b, ~ 

~Hi~~~~kus . .rcj~s the f~tlUidllS ~~P""~:lft~"t~U.1 
.. ,qpc1tMdC4t o£ ~~:N"t',I_4i" kiK4Jl· ... ~1aa.a 
;,t,' c· .. 'j. fnMa 
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J.: Nl D: E X, 
.'. ,eri~Do£!hef~,[fladDa:~'hisg04, ;~;I~.~"', 
•. AIr in .bic:h ~~ hu J?Cln leprc~n&ed bJ· poets, pam.,. 

).4a~f:.~;::;:m. ' t~ . equal APollo h,' III~'C~ :iI~~t 
: alivi; and af'terlW!U'ds,c:banged int~., fi~cr .'.: :.6,1 
~dea, a foreenfs, .mfrs Jaron in· obtaining lhe golden· 
,.fleece, I p. Hcrexploirs, , ~., 

).IJcdllfa •. .her,b3ir turned to faaka by Minerva,. 107. All 
that .Iooktd at her turned uno 49oes,;/,;I. Her bnCf 
cut oft' .byPerfeus . If4-1 

Mtpra, oneof·the furies ' '56, 
Mefantho, rurpri~e~ by Neptune ~ Ole was riding 9Q , ~ • 

Dolphin '. . . 43. 
Meltager, hit flo". 84. His. lifters .urned into hen ""~ 

kits i6iJ, 
Melpomene, one of the M~s .. WilD pre filled over bz:~ 

and epic: poetry , 7CJ 
Mentha, ch'n~d'iDto mint '39 
Me:rcUf)', hi~ bin ... thefrs.end· his other exploits, 89,.. 

}Iis'yalious ol,lices. 90. The real origin of this fabu· 
lous deit):, 91. His oracle at (''Jaros 'iS7 

Mercy, alt.rS and temP.1es e..,.aed '0 this virtue .19~ 
/ 'Metra transforms her/elf wlo vanous lliapes. and is 81 of-

. ten "Id' by her f .. ther .' 43. 
Midu, for ttiving an unjllft fentence againft ApoUot , is re­

warded wnb aff~s ean, 63' Bacchus.graots his willi. that­
whatever he touche~ migttt ~ c.banged into gold . l~,. 

"'in"eiva, her feveral names, 107- Her charaBer aDd ex':, 
plmts,. i!JitJ. Her temples, ftables, &c. 108. Tbe ori&i~· 

. of this goddefs, and' of t~e fables related of fler. ,.Iog: 
How reprefented by the poets and fcalptors 1,1,0, U I 

Mihos, ODe of the judges of ~ell~ his hiftOI:Y" ,~53', 
Minotaur"a monfier who 1,lvcd on human deAl, killecl' 
, byThefeus, IS3,.. This.fable explained,. : ' . .i6iJ~ 
Mznades tears Orpheus in pieces' ,.... ,. 
Momus ce~rures the atHoos ot the.god,; ,', ... 6h;.I~.· 
~orpheus, the god of deep, clefcnbed· , 16 ... 
M ufes. their birth and diAinC\. pro,iem. 78~ Their 0Ji.;. 

gin a. 
Mythology of the heathens, 216. Of fillion in general, 

217. 8y what means allegories ~ objel\s of lahb,' 
illufttared by fo~ obfer.atiqns ~n the ceremonies with:\ 
:~hkh 'the EIYptian$ ~uriedO' t~eit ,0.&4, ;,,~ •. '. ~ p,.~ 

, 3 .. ute,!. 



, * ~ t"eFcJft~MheirfJlil..-.t1,i ~I'" '"MmJ1Ol 
~, "Ibe beathen fables.dli'.itltcl froatla&Ji4liens o!.fht:poets, 

~ , • con~",.fl)f the . honour of the la&, ,and 111 fUllili_ 
· Clf:'nelneft:l"tJ The (eat'ilDellUtd' tbtha_m-rel'" 

., tioo to the otisin of the wOJ'I~ ,~.ith ~:.gi. 
, YlJIn-ua by Moils, 22&. ,Of: tb.f golden,a~ 'as d~b­

.} tIld by the philofophers and poets. 22 S· Of the Adl of 
lI18Pt •• dcfcribed by Pythagoras, Pial" and 'rev.rat· In-

· cJip and ~bine~ authors, ;~,. Of good' or bad dz­
; JI1pn~, ~&7.6. Of the fables of the TitaBs and giants, 
,illid. Tradhlons ~lating to the univerfal deluge~ %1.7. 

The heath«a fables fiUed with noble fentiment', %30, 
.' Of ahe morals of tbe Greek and Roman pbilofopben, 

23" 10 what Pagan idolatry c:onfified 229 

N. 
N AIADBS, nymph. of brooks and rivers 111 

Napzz, tbe tutelar guardians of valUes and flowery 
meads .. illiJ. 

Nzmeail rlOn killed by Hercules 131 
Nemelis, one of tbe goddefJ'es of juftice, bow reprefented 
~ , - . 190 
Neptune, his defcent, 4" His remarkable aaions. iili/. 

o The mythological fenfe of this fable, 4-3. The manner 
· In whic,h he ~as painted ' illiJ. 

'Nel-eus, a rea god 164-
Nereids, fca nymphs, the fifty daughters of Nerms illil. 

'Nttrus, the cehtaur, killed' by Hercules with a poilOned 
· . arrow 1 . . .': ", . , 138 
Nlobe"s children''ilafo' b;Apolto, and herklf fiupified with 

'gtief for the 10f5 of her 'children, is tUlned into.a !lODe. 
'6-4-' 'The origin of this fable . illitl. 

N6x, , and b,er progeny" , 53 
"'yfns, aft!!t having loft his purplt; lock of hair, . apd bis 

. ' ~m&dom, is tl'ansformed into a hawk _, ' . j'67 
~ (;) , 

0, ci:~NUS. the 'r~~ 0' c;a;lMs' and Terra ': , . ' , •. '. 
" Plillphal". q~a. of Lydia. gainl luch an afccndl.t 

• pver ~rc:ules. as to make him lit among ber wvmen 
"apd {j.)t'1' . '; ',: -:' - 1]8 

OASr oAe,~f tbe l1aQl'.'o( (,bile " " 25 
Orcades,!nympbs who prefide over mountaiu 17 1 

'0ri0il 



I ,N' D' E"X. 
Or\on.~is &tprizlBl'rbirtb 'i1d,~ei, '''if! _eel 
v !DY,Diana'o' ndl1l3de'aneonfteUatioh,,· ' :.;" ,:u'i6] 
Orph~, blsJ&rtr'14. ",The ~rigi,lloUtai$,ffib"'. 'y> 1:7,5 . 
Of Ora-..z+lJ. ' That much OJ :the happlDefhff·life IS 
.-' owilr& tbOOl! :1roriJlce' ol'fururiry, -;~". ,01\ tt.el«rft 
. rire l)f oracles, ud-the ofe tnade of them by the ~a. 

, ttft legiOatofif ;2+9. Ohhe ·oracle. of Jupiter at 'Do.. 
dona; ·16i.4. .A'remarkable cireumftanoe relatHlg,tcHbis 

:.oracle, 250. Of_the oracle of Jupiter Ammc;nili ly. 
bia, 2~2. ,Of'the 4racle of Apollo atDelph08,.I~a. 
ditlon concerning the rife of it; and the mllondr in -.bieh 
its anfwers were delivered, IS3- OW the oraere Of Tri. 

'phonius; ISS. Of she oracles of the Branchicfllt,! iS6. 
, Of Apollo at Claros, Ind that of Mercury,in Acbaia, 
IS? Some obfervations 01) the different ways by which 
th.e fenfe.of t~e o~a~le, were conveyed : zs8' 

Orgl3, fefl.vals In honour Qf Baccbus :, i z; 
Orus, an Egyptian deity 19. 
Oiiris, an Egyptian deity 179, 

, P - , P "LEMON and Ino, c~anged :in~ marine deities, r~ts 

Pales, tbe godders of fhepberds: _ 17:1 
Pali1ia, fealls in honour Q..f Pales, i/JitJ. 
Palladium, a ftatue of Minerva, (aid to faU down from 
, heaven " , 102 

Pallas, one of the names of Minfrva " , 106 
. Pan, the chief of all the rurat gods; 168. His amours, 
, 'i"iJ. His feftivals, and the manner in whic:b he • de. 

fcribed by poets and painters J70 
Pater Patratus, his office ,J. 38 
Pandora, tbe firft woman, I r. Her box and the nils ~liat 

, fpread from thence amongft mankind. ,,' 'i6i1. 
Partz, 'or Deftinies, theirotfice. and ~e mYJhology of 
'their charatlers .' " ~o 

Paris decides the dirpute between the three 'oddetfe$, .a"d 
. giYesthegQldenappte,to,Venus ,"\ ,""', ') 94-
·P.thenis, orleof;thenamu'of Minerva ", - ,', : 107 
Peace, an al~lr e~aed to her, 192. How reprertnted ;/JiJ. 
Pecunia, or Money, a godders ' 196 
Pegarus, a flying hor~,' how produced, 81. The oriJd~ 

of the fable "I,' VI •• , I ., iIJiti. 
Pzaatcs,. 



I If D J ~. : 
"' ••. c!omeii4: ,teities, .1,6. Tlar~,~~ or the .... .117.<­
PlUlth~u •• torn in pieces by his own l1lot~r and.fi1,\eri ul 
p~l:relJl, his.d~~t.r ... 6. Th.~,gifr$ h~ rec~iYed:fro~;t~r: 

JQd ....... 1. •. C,,!I otf Meduras belld. ,6U. Tur:'1s.At~" 
lrat,o ~ moun.tlln. 9' Delivers Andromeda. fc)u!'!,b .. 
acad~my. diet. IQd i. placed among. the.ftars • .... 7A Ail 
explanation o( the fable of Perfeus and A .. drom~da. .48 

Pba:be and Tal&yra carried away by Caftor and Pollux I+S 
Phebus, one of th~ Damts of Apollo 6S 
Phzeira. alt~mpts tl) debauch her fan Hippolitus; h~r foit 

is rejetled. and Ibe lays violent hands'on hcrfelf J H 
P.haeton_obtainl leave of his father Apollo to drive the 

chariot of the fun for one day; but loling the reins, is 
ftruck down by Jupiter. 73. His fifters tumed into 
poplar.trees. i6it/. The origin of tbis fable ;!J_. 

PlUlomela turned into a nigbtingale 113 
'beaeus, tormented by the harpies, for J'cyealing the my· 

.ries of Jupiter s. 
Pblegethon, one of the infernal nycrs ~o 
Pblegyas burna the temple of Apollo, is punilbed in Tar • 

. ~rus . . S7' 
Phorcu.. or Phorcy', one of the fons of Neptune, bdng. 

nnquifhed by Atlas, who thr~w himinro tbe fea, is 
changed into a fea god 166 

!hryl'u~ leje& the advancfI of lno. and ercapes the effells: 
, of her nvenge. by being carried through the air on .the 
ram tbat bore the golden fleeCe ... l.9. I So; 

Picus t.urned into a wood.-petku . . .. n; 
Piety. oc filial affeCtion, what it was that occalioned a~Ha~ 
~ beiDg ereflcd to this ,irtue : 19~c; 

llaoels. the names given tlolem, became indications of' 
. their fenraloffices. 233,', Wbytbey .w~re fuppofed tOt 

produce metals .. . 23; 
!~Iades, the daughters of Atlaa, titk~nup ljto lleaven; 

where they form the conftella~ion thaf bears their' name '8 
p.~uto, hi. defCFllt,. H. Ste~~s ~~at··Prokrpine. ,i/I~ 
·;.:r~e manner inwbich be isreprertnted by t~ pain't~ 
. and poets, 46. The .ytbolog, of the fable ~1i 

Plutus and Pecunia deified by the Romans 196 
bl1ull a,d Caftor, their birth and exploits •. fba,. i~mor­

ialilY b~twe~D them, and are made the conftellaci..­
~e:miD.j, I,,~, A t~!fIple Clfacd to t.bem,., , ..1,.'6 

.:. " .. .... . Pol,h)n\Dili 



I 'N 'j) £' x. " 
Po~~~: bn~ ~f; .tJi~ M~f~t~ \!til<> prendl:d oYer M~;: 

ftt<?~'.\i9i'c~1l1\d'ttttti!d' ,~,>': :'" "J",' ',,".' ','1"-.", 
Pof,pll.e~llf, ,_ tnonft'rous' *Iatl~' "Ilij '~,IJ~ \6ri~, eye ,. \. ' : .Ib~· , 
Po~ona,. '.'the' &~ddfs,of lrliit-t~S. courted. ana rilar,~ 

by Vertumnua, .' 17r~ ;"6 
Pontifex Maximbs~ 'or the high pritft. his, ~ce ,266 
Pri.pus •. Jhe tutelar deity qf vine.yards aild g!U'deiis. The, 

!1!geratt'James given him, 'arut his image defcribed '~1f, 
Pmfts and prieftef.ks 'of the Greeks and Itomanl, 264 ... 

Of the Pontiftx Maximus. or \be high priefi, 266.~' 'OP' 
the Rex Sacrorum, i"itl. Of the Flamines. 266: Of 
the 'Fecial~, 2.77. Of the Paler Panatut, i/Jitl. ot 
the Epulones " . 267 

Procris makes C~phalus a prefent of an unerring dart .6 
PrOcruRes killed by Thereul ", . .• S3 
Prodigies, the fuperftition of the Romans ill relatien to 

them, and'how they may be accounted for 236 
Progne turned into a (wallow . J {3 
Prometheus makes a man' of clay, and animates him with,. 

fire fiolen from beaven, 10. His punilhment, ,"ii}. 
Delivered by Hercules. II. This fable explained ''la, 

Propztides turned into Stones .. .. 9S 
Proferpine. carried away by Pluto, 47- Her yarions 

names, 48. The mythological f'ente of the tabl!!-' ildi., 
Proteus, the (on of Neptune, one that could' trusfortrl ' 

himf'elf int() ail)' lhape . " J65 
Piyene totned into a fountain. ' 8s.. 
pu$fjciria. ()r Chanity, honoured' at Rome under ·m.'· 'bamei '. ' .. ' ... ..,. '". 194' 
Phmalion falls ill lOR. witli' a fbtueof his owom.Idog •. 

: WhiCh Yenus~ at his reqneft, tUrDS into a woman' . S5': 
Pyrrha, 'the wife of Deucalion '. . ."J 1 
Pl~hoQ! a, .~Dltrou~ ~n~ D.ain by Apono. aritl·ltttrj 

;oriS!'itl,of t~e fable:. .... ." ',I, 6j 
, ,,. .• I .. t ." , ,,·It . '., . .i ' , 

·n·'~~'O.Ati.f.J\N.'.·T~'O$,OD~ ~f tllt';'uJi~ Of 1\e1l ~ ~ir~: 
"'- R:ex $acrOr.um'h!sdce .... " , '366 
&,hea, one of (h~n;iJle5:()f CybeIe' ... ,. \ .' ,. :. %$.) , . .' . . s. '. ..' . '. .., . 
S· ~~RI'~~E~' ()r~bi~lly e~~femelr ~mpt~. 28r. ",.Of., 

human vtttlmsj' 2~a. . The ~erembJ1les ufedat facrH;­
~s,:and 9.tr~maimtt i1Hvhich: tile, ;~petformedl ,jJzt~ 
., ...•. 1I'(f ." C Salmoneus 



1 'N 1>'JE; 'X. ~ 
s.tIBctINs .',.anillMdd.·~_;i#Ua feriqJiraririt ,tH~,.-
~.('.&c. ' , ,'. ·jt1' ... ·· ~ " .,~ .~·f.~.'~1 -:', .)~ '!l~ ~l.h bj~S ,,~0d(~g 

Sall111.:qr Ue.~ber tenapte, '11K- • 'flO ..... t~~~;!; 
Saturn, devours his male children_ 'lfi, -.'f:rld&l prifoner, 

by Titan. but fet at liberty.by Jupitd", ;wtro".fter.wa'rifl 
dethrones him, I~. The fable-of Satutu lexplUnod. 'Il~. 

, .• J, 16, 17 .. ,iclitoal. ia· hoooul' of Sana.'Il, 'r~o:41" 
. amours - '~ ...... ' ;,. ·ilitl. 
~tyrs. the attendant. of JtaccbGJ., itfcribcct .. 129.,; Ttft~ 
,~riginal .'" ,f!:" "".'- .,;; .":.1 ': ·,'/.klNil: 

~i',on kiJlecl·by Thefeus ' ... . 'i '" ",' :';');,i_" ;~(',cifS3 
~JI .. ' the· d..,bter ofHhor~u*. -lum.ecJ;. by. eml into- a 
.,m~aer. -th'ows herr.If ioto the' fla; aad is'rcb~ed 
.' int. a r«". .'. , "-," ;";: .. ': '1! ~166 

Scylla. the daughter of N,fu$,' beh'a)'s bllruhcl\'gy. Cit- -
. ting off a··plH'ple lock of bair,'.antiis ltmier1-:iant a 
-lark, , , " -,-:':U .\,:167 
~e defillOyed bY Jllpiter'sembtacts..,r:' ;;;1'T H~:34-
Silence, worfhipped 6y tke Romans, . s63 .... -; Xhcsoriaili! of 
, this ftppow. deity ., '" .'.~. 'i " ',,:, ,~;, ,,. ,ntItJ. 

SiIiA'JS, .no cqmpanioo of ~BlICChu~;ddCribed'.lor.;;i~e 
, ~gin of this fabulous cbaratlcr' "::; ',' 'il c',,,; . ~ liz8 
~lftrAgedercr)bed":" . .'., :";; .'-:r.:,"'~!'55: 
Si,Gpbus; hit pllnifhmeat in 'rutanll ':; '.;,:!:·n Jf 
$tahle of Allg .. s de_eel J.y .HKeulu -': 'i.::>!l »( i ['13* 
S'tympbal}des, monftrGus.b1rcb- deAr~,. by H_u]~:~J ~J 
~~Jf,.:tJ.r~r of. hell- ,"" , ;,' .' '~.l.f.b ")rl ,,;r')~i 
8ylval)us. ,.'FuU1-1tcity .: ,,;:.;S"PL'·~: ,f28-
SylJ8Jij, wJ\o ,: .. ' 'r ,.'. J.':"~'~~ ,"'.·r.:,'·~1T 
6¥Tl"nS, defcribed, Iz •. Tbe"Jitha~.f .fahle.,.:· ,IIIJJ. 
s,rinx fliel from Pan, and i. dlangeci iDto taft ot'r~ds. 1'. 
r-. 11.; L; ~. ''', 1".:, ;ii,i (ttt).~"f 

T. .~ ANTt\LJ1.S. ms,tt!iaae ~d--P1Iiria.mtotinjTart.us~S'l.'­
;; , Tartarllf defcribed. 5~' •. The ~ab1lia.'ne""Q:;~­

,,::1J1'h4d.t"l!Jf,.'J7'" -~ite:orl.ft De, .fe4a:bles .j;'- dQI~S 
,Fmples .A'lmlit" the~ ~ialJli Is68l1 \ I'liei derililfo­
r.,oies ufed b)r,au;illoBlml: I¥r~.}t.bey ~:tabuiJdj'i. 
i.;tempb:,::_6.9.: Qf, th ..... ple,t.N'.ulcaill , ... MwupI~ 
" fnd a!, •• '~_o~·dwptl~h~"ri:01lt oft :ODe~(2Zo • 
. pi the temple of Ui .... at.;Ephe-.,~.!·.~.the:~m-:: 

.. }!,*~jCII:"'J ~~"'tMot tft4~ A:pil,tic,llJ-.*fiiri}k 
~:t,ioo of the tetvlCid .Jupileci elfaap.i~lfiadlatue. 

to • ~ ,\ -' ~. ; ~·b If') <;-11.' {!:) "f~ .~-,: °IQ1 :1411 ~r,v1Uil 
'? .li H')d'i"'~T 



I :N :DEX.~ 
" • ..and biHhrooe;:2i.~ ~Of*telDpte"rAfollcnt~;: 
"~'Phos, aAd th~ imll'lenfe treafures i.t contained, 'z13.-'-Of 
, ,tbetcmples:.D 'Itaty, z1+'PartltalarI1;.e;'aRt,*n~ 
,:"ihii. , 1'11" capit'D1 ,,' - , ,: ',~ *1~ 

Thalia. ,the PitUfe of comedy " , . , ' , ' ':, / ,- 79 
~hall,,:OM,of,r.heGraces ' ' 8. 
Thamyris, contending witll· the Mules, is punUhed witla 

blindne(s -and caft mto hell ' 80 
TheOlis" her birtb and aaions, ' "go 
T.beoloV of the Heathens, a difl'ertation upon it. 198. 
. ·The fjrft nations of the world bid very exalted fenri' 

Utents of tM deity, ;l1i". Emblemsof the deity becc\me 
',the QUtfe ,of idolatry, ZOI, 20Z. The reafon of'l!he 
"names given to the 6gns of the Zodiac, 208. Egypt 
-the. grand-mart of. idolatry, W". That the antient etf­
tern nations had a referved meaning in an their fa,bles. 
209. On the deification of great and emirrent anen, 
2 I z. That the Greeks took th~r gods from tbe Egyp­
tians, and; the, Romans &om the Greeks' '. Z 13 

Tereus, after marrying Prognc; falls ill lo.e with her finer -
Philomc:la: : Her .barbarous treatment'J for which Tereus 

; is turned into a lapwing. ' " "2, 113 
Terminalia, a Roman fem"a!"'4-
Terminus, the loci who ptetideBowr landmarks iIIi" •. 
Terra, the mother and wife of Czhtt: ,,'., 't,' 3.' 
Teth,,~tbe "ife ucUifletof Ocaaus ': l ',.: 

T.heia, the daughter of Czius and Terry, anar-tits H,ferfcm.­
":;J. Di(appear. in a Aorm of thundtrand HgMoaiiljr,,'.f. 
Thcophane, c';:&ed into an ewe by Neptune; who 'de", 
,\bauches'hl!F rthe'form of a ralll . ,.:a 

Thefeas, , his ·birtb .. ad exploits I, .' ' " : ,,', "" ¢" 
Thetis, the mothltr of Achilla 15.6 
Tirefias • .depri"ed )of GlhE".., Minena, bat ~ .. es tbe 
.~gi~ .f·Rropbecy . . " " : ,"" ,1 -7 

Tifiphone, one.ot tlte furies., beiRk' ~"'d. lit' ~)It~rcin.." 
, kiln .him by throwilllOI'lC'.v£: her (_tnf lbii, .:: \ 's ~ 

Titanl'lnab.wai "D' Jupiter,. _chre'fuWtJc!'4l ::" .- -so 
Tirhonus- marries A41ror.a; ,.nd obtailiS, imliiort."" ,:1kIt 

" gr.oM'!I{:d('crepid with agti,:k.um~lnto~giafs~ S 
Tityu"hIS¥1.udtnumtia Tatltariatl (, ; - ;,; " . ~' ',', . U57 
Triptolel1ai.; 'felth, Ccrei~ .awd._6~1t~ ia;l.tti*'otlto 

! iDftnUlllbnkiacl.iftJ,tlfd beIiatit:ohUI~; :!-J 1., ·Q!16 
Tritota, the IOn of Neptune, dcfcribed 164 

: Tropboniu., 

Dlg",,,d by Coogle 



t- N D 8 X. 
Trophoolbs, bit oracle d'ekribed 2$£ 
Truth. how reprefen~ 195 
TJndarid.. who 1+4-
Typhon. or Typbeus. one of the giiulis who made war 

againR: Jupiter. 21. His fj~re defcribed. i6id. 
Tyrhenian merchants changed by Bacchus into dolphins, 

• . ' V. Be U. 121, JU 

V ENUS, how produced, 9" Her various names, 93. 
Her aaiens, 9.... The difiinl\ion of two Venufes, 

96. An explanation of thefe tables, ilnJ. How repre. 

, 

fented, 97. Her .ttendants ;6i4. 
Vertllmnalia. feafts in bonour of Venumnus I]; 
VertumnUi and Pomona; their ftory, 175' Venumnus 

thought by .ome to be an emblem of the year 176 
.Vefta tbe elder. her hiftory, 15. The manner in which 

fhe is reprefented i6;4. 
Vefta the younger, tbe gocIde& of fire, 28. Her chaRity, 

i6U. Veftal virgins . ioU.-
Vi&ory, a godder" how reprefented . . 195 
Virginia, tbe daughter of Aulus, dedicates a chapel to 

Pudicitia Plebeia - '94-
Virtue and Honour, temples er.&ed 10 tbem 193 

· Vulcan, bis employment, and the curious works he per­
formed. 101. His various names, ;&id. Difc:overs Mars 
with his wife Venu., by means of a net, and expores 
them to the ridicule of the gods, 102. The manller in 
which he was reprerented, 103' The origin of there 
fables. i6id. His offspring, 104. His temple at Mem-
phis defcribed 270 

Ulyffes difcovers Achilles, notwithftanding his being dif. 
guiCed, aDd takes him with him to the fiege of Troy, 
156. Is preferved from Circe's enchantmentS, 77' 
Blinds the giant Polyphemus 106 

Urania, the divine mufe 79 
,Uranus, the offspring of Gaia or Terra 3 

X. 
XISUTHRUS, Caved from the deluge, a Chaldean tra­

• dition 237 
Z. 

Z EPHYRUS blow. Apollo's quoit againft Hyacinlhus"!; 
· . head, and kills him . 6% 
· Zooiae, in inveiuion, aOliI the rearoD of the names given 
, ·to the flgns . . 2.07, 208 
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