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48 Hours in Las Vegas




TIME

2 – 3 days

BEST TIME TO GO

Apr – Jun

START

Bellagio

END

The Strip







WHY GO Las Vegas is a wild ride. It doesn’t matter if you play the penny slots, lay down a bankroll on the poker tables or never gamble at all – you’ll leave this town feeling like you’ve just had the time of your life. Guaranteed.





According to Hollywood legend, the day mobster Bugsy Siegel drove from LA into the Mojave Desert and decided to finish raising a glamorous, tropical-themed casino under the searing sun, all there was here were some ramshackle gambling houses, tumbleweeds and cacti. Nobody thought anyone would ever come here. But everybody couldn’t have been more wrong, baby.



Today, Las Vegas welcomes more visitors each year than the holy city of Mecca. Admittedly, its tourist traps, especially on the infamous Strip, are nonstop party zones. But scratch beneath the surface, and you’ll find Sin City has much more on tap than just gambling, booze and cheap thrills. There are as many different faces to Nevada’s biggest metropolis as there are Elvis impersonators or wedding chapels here.



Sprawled immodestly along Las Vegas Blvd, the Strip is a never-ending spectacle, especially at night with all of its neon lights blazing. Ever since Bugsy’s Flamingo casino hotel upped the ante back in 1946, casino hotels have competed to dream up the next big thing, no matter how gimmicky. You can be mesmerized by the dancing fountain show outside of the [image: ] Bellagio, an exploding faux-Polynesian volcano in a lagoon fronting the [image: ] Mirage, singing gondoliers plying the artificial canals of the [image: ] Venetian or sexy pirates in a mock battle of the sexes with pyrotechnics galore at [image: ] TI (Treasure Island). Rise above the Strip’s madness inside glass elevators shooting up the half-scale replica of the Eiffel Tower at [image: ] Paris Las Vegas, or ascend the 110-story [image: ] Stratosphere Tower, where the world’s highest thrill rides await.


[image: ]





All of this showy stuff is old hat for Las Vegas. This century-old city is quickly metamorphosing into a sophisticated but still sexy and sybaritic destination. Boutique hotels within casino resorts (for example, the Signature Suites at [image: ] MGM Grand), star chefs’ restaurants (including a recent invasion of high-flying French folk: witness CityCenter’s [image: ] Twist by Pierre Gagnaire), and indulgent spas such as [image: ] Spa at Aria, also at CityCenter, with Japanese-style stone sauna beds and a therapy room made of illuminated salt bricks, are what hip, younger crowds demand. Ironically, this polish and sophistication hearken back to Old Vegas’ heyday in the “Fabulous ’50s,” when mobsters mixed with Rat Pack movie stars and even showgirls dressed in diamonds and silk to just step inside a casino. The most decadent high-roller casino resorts such as [image: ] Palazzo and [image: ] Wynn Las Vegas each have their own galaxy of catwalk couture shops, epicurean restaurants and entertaining diversions, from Broadway shows to nightclubs on par with LA or NYC. To gawk at the VIPs, stroll through the front doors anytime – they’re free, and they never close.



You can still find the kitschier and oh-so-cheesy side of Las Vegas. After all, this is the city that brought fame and fortune to flamboyant Liberace, and staged a 1969 comeback show for Elvis outfitted in a rhinestone-studded jumpsuit. Pay your respects at the outrageous [image: ] Liberace Museum, stuffed with hand-painted antique pianos, luxury cars including a mirror-tiled Rolls Royce, and a collection of feathered capes and million-dollar furs. Elvis has indeed left the building, but you can still play blackjack with the King at the [image: ] Imperial Palace, where “dealertainers” do double duty as casino card dealers and celebrity impersonators. Speaking of casinos, there’s none tackier than the 1960s [image: ] Circus Circus, where trapeze artists, high-wire workers and contortionists steal center stage. Grab a seat at the revolving Horse-A-Round Bar, made famous by Hunter S Thompson’s Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas. At Slots A’ Fun next door, grab a coupon book, give the giant slot machine a free spin and scarf down a few $2 beers and hot dogs; then relax and enjoy the laughable lounge acts. At the retro [image: ] Fireside Lounge, a swingin’ ’70s hideaway, cooing couples nestle into blue-velvet couches and make out like there’s no tomorrow.



When you’ve exhausted the hurly-burly Strip, take yourself downtown to the [image: ] Fremont Street Experience, a five-block-long pedestrian mall with a canopy steroid-enhanced by a super-big Viva Vision screen and 550,000 watts of concert-hall sound. When the 12.5-million synchronized LEDs come on, its silly sound-and-light shows hypnotize passersby (especially anyone who’s already drunk on those 99¢ fluorescent-pink margaritas sold in gigantic souvenir glasses). Fremont St is the city’s historic quarter, preferred by serious gamblers who find faux volcanoes beneath them; the smoky, low-ceilinged casinos have changed little over the years. Check out the nerve-wracking, no-limit Texas- hold-’em action at legendary [image: ] Binion’s, where the World Series of Poker was born. Then stumble across the street to the [image: ] Golden Nugget, downtown’s most posh address, to gawk at the Hand of Faith, the largest chunk of gold ever found, weighing 61lb 11oz. Oh, they’ve got an outdoor swimming pool with a three-story waterslide that shoots through a live-shark tank, too.



East Fremont St is undergoing a renaissance of cool, with indie watering holes and nightclubs popping up, like the [image: ] Beauty Bar. On the tattered fringes of downtown, hidden among the vintage-clothing and antiques shops, is the emerging [image: ] 18b Arts District. On the first Friday night of each month, these streets take on a carnival atmosphere as 10,000 art lovers, hipsters and indie musicians turn it into a big block party, with gallery openings, performance art, live music, fortune tellers and tattoo artists.



Did you know that this artificial desert oasis also has a greener, more ecofriendly side? The immense [image: ] Springs Preserve is planted on the site of the once-bubbling springs that gave Las Vegas its Spanish name, “the meadows.” The preserve weaves together cultural and natural history in the Origen Experience, then imagines a more sustainable future for Nevada at the Desert Living Center, with xeriscaped gardens and interpretive walking trails outside. Back on the Strip, Mandalay Bay’s [image: ] Shark Reef Aquarium has some of the world’s last remaining golden crocodiles. Go on a behind-the-scenes tour of this walk-through aquarium or go scuba diving in its 1.3-million-gallon shipwreck theme tank. If history rocks your world, delve into the Cold War era at the Smithsonian-affiliated [image: ] Atomic Testing Museum, when monthly above-ground atomic blasts shattered casino windows as mushroom clouds rose on the horizon, and the city even crowned a “Miss Atomic Bomb” beauty queen.




[image: ]

When the ding-ding-ding of the slot machines drives you bonkers, Red Rock Canyon ([image: ]702-515-5350; www.redrockcanyonlv.org) is the antidote. The startling contrast between the Strip’s artificial neon glow and the awesome natural forces at work in the canyon can’t be exaggerated. A 13-mile, one-way loop drive passes striking natural features, panoramic viewpoints and hiking trailheads. To get here from Las Vegas, take I-15 south to Hwy 160 or Charleston Blvd west to Hwy 159, both about a 20-mile drive.







No matter how many of Las Vegas’ multiple personalities you flirt with – kitschy, extravagant, modern, racy, retro, arty or indie – don’t leave town without trying the classic stuff. Plug a few bucks into a slot machine. Catch a stage show, whether it’s a chintzy showgirl revue or an all-star production in the ever-expanding [image: ] Cirque du Soleil galaxy. Stuff yourself at an luxury casino all-you-can-eat buffet or feast at a steakhouse with all the trimmings, of which there are dozens on the Strip (though honestly, we’re just as happy with an all-natural beef burger, sweet-potato fries and a liqueur-spiked milkshake from [image: ] LBS). Just don’t take this city too seriously – or you’ll miss out on all the fun.

Sara Benson

 




TRIP INFORMATION



GETTING THERE

From Los Angeles, take I-210 east to I-15 north; from Flagstaff, take I-40 west, then Hwy 93 north. It’s about 250 miles either way.



DO

Atomic Testing Museum

Buy your tickets for this engaging multimedia museum at the replica Nevada Test Site guard station. [image: ] 702-794-5151; www.atomictestingmuseum.org; 755 E Flamingo Rd; adult/child $12/9; [image: ] 9am-5pm Mon-Sat, 1-5pm Sun; [image: ]

Bellagio

The Italianate resort’s faux Lake Como and choreographed fountains are an absurdist take on desert life. [image: ] 702-693-7111; www.bellagio.com; 3600 Las Vegas Blvd S; admission free; [image: ] casino 24hr, fountain shows 3pm-midnight Mon-Fri, noon-midnight Sat & Sun

Binion’s

When the ex-Horseshoe opened in 1951, Texas gambler Benny Binion transformed Fremont St from a row of sawdust gambling halls into classy carpet joints. [image: ] 800-937-6537; www.binions.com; 128 E Fremont St; admission free; [image: ] 24hr

Circus Circus

On the Midway you’ll find carnival games and circus acts galore. [image: ] 702-734-0410; www.circuscircus.com; 2880 Las Vegas Blvd S; admission free; [image: ] casino 24hr, shows 11am-11pm Sun-Thu, 11am-midnight Fri & Sat; [image: ]

Cirque du Soleil

Catch the troupe’s signature aerial acrobats at various casino hotels around town. www.cirquedusoleil.com; various locations; admission $60-175; [image: ] schedules vary

Fremont Street Experience

Streaking right down the middle of downtown’s historic “Glitter Gulch.” [image: ] 702-678-5777; www.vegasexperience.com; Fremont St, btwn Main St & Las Vegas Blvd; admission free; [image: ] shows hourly dusk-midnight

Imperial Palace

Celebrity impersonators jump up from the blackjack tables to show off their song-and-dance skills. [image: ] 702-731-3311; www.imperialpalace.com; admission free; 3535 Las Vegas Blvd S; [image: ] casino 24hr, shows 11am-4am

Liberace Museum

Connoisseurs of kitschy celebrity shrines, don’t miss this memorial to “Mr Showmanship.” [image: ] 702-798-5595; www.liberace.org; 1775 E Tropicana Ave; adult/child $15/10; [image: ] 10am-5pm Tue-Sat, noon-4pm Sun, guided tours 11am & 2pm Tue-Sat, 1pm Sun

Mirage

When the volcano erupts, it inevitably brings traffic to a screeching halt. [image: ] 702-791-7111; www.mirage.com; 3400 Las Vegas Blvd S; admission free; [image: ] casino 24hr, shows hourly dusk-11pm

Paris Las Vegas

Gustave Eiffel’s original drawings were consulted before building this 460ft-high replica tower. [image: ] 702-946-7000; www.parislasvegas.com; 3655 Las Vegas Blvd S; admission free, tower elevator adult/child from $10/7; [image: ] casino 24hr, tower 9:30am-12:30am, weather permitting; [image: ]

Shark Reef Aquarium

Over 2000 submarine beasties call M-Bay’s walk-through aquarium home. [image: ] 702-632-4555; www.sharkreef.com; Mandalay Bay, 3950 Las Vegas Blvd S; adult/child $16/11; [image: ] 10am-8pm Sun-Thu, 10am-10pm Fri & Sat, last entry 1hr before closing; [image: ]

Spa at Aria

Day-use entry fee includes the unisex outdoor therapy pool; massages, body-care treatments and salon services cost extra. [image: ] 702-590-9600, 877-312-2742; www.arialasvegas.com; Aria, 3730 Las Vegas Blvd S; admission $30; [image: ] 6am-8pm

Springs Preserve

Forward-thinking ecomuseum takes visitors on an incredible trip through historical, cultural and biological time. [image: ] 702-822-7700; www.springspreserve.org; 333 S Valley View Blvd; adult/child $19/11; [image: ] 10am-6pm, trails close at dusk; [image: ]

Stratosphere Tower

High-altitude thrill rides cost extra, but they’re pretty much worth it. [image: ] 702-380-7777; www.stratospherehotel.com; 2000 Las Vegas Blvd S; adult/child $16/10; [image: ] 10am-1am Sun-Thu, 10am-2am Fri & Sat, weather permitting; [image: ]

TI (Treasure Island)

Laugh at the hilarious “Sirens of TI” show, in which feisty, bad-girl buccaneers clad in lingerie do battle. [image: ] 702-894-7111; www.treasureisland.com; 3300 Las Vegas Blvd S; admission free; [image: ] casino 24hr, shows 7pm, 8:30pm & 10pm, with seasonal variations

Venetian

Graceful bridges and flowing canals almost capture the romantic spirit of Venice. [image: ] 702-414-1000; www.venetian.com; 3355 Las Vegas Blvd S; admission free, gondola rides $16-64; [image: ] casino 24hr, gondola rides 10am-10:45pm Sun-Thu, 10am-11:45pm Fri & Sat



EAT & DRINK

Beauty Bar

Swill a cocktail and listen to live bands and DJs inside the salvaged innards of a 1950s beauty salon. [image: ] 702-598-1965; www.beautybar.com; 517 E Fremont St; admission free-$10; [image: ] usually 10pm-4am

Fireside Lounge

Strangely spellbinding hideaway inside a old-school round-the-clock coffee shop. [image: ] 702-735-4177; www.peppermilllasvegas.com; Peppermill, 2985 Las Vegas Blvd S; mains $8-23; [image: ] 24hr

LBS

Hormone-free beef, free-range turkey and homemade veggie burgers with wildly eclectic toppings. [image: ] 702-835-9393; http://lbsburger.com; Red Rock Casino, 11011 W Charleston Blvd; mains $10-15; [image: ] 11:30am-10pm Sun-Thu, 11am-11pm Fri & Sat; [image: ]

Twist by Pierre Gagnaire

This intimate, mod French dining room is the sole US outpost of this three-star Michelin chef. [image: ] 888-881-9367; www.mandarinoriental.com/lasvegas/dining/twist; Mandarin Oriental, 3752 Las Vegas Blvd S; mains $38-56, 6-course tasting menu $185; [image: ] 6-10pm Tue-Sat



SLEEP

Golden Nugget

Generously cut, almost gorgeous rooms for anyone hip to the downtown scene. [image: ] 702-385-7111, 800-846-5336; www.goldennugget.com; 129 E Fremont St; r & ste $39-450

MGM Grand

There are plenty of rooms and suites to choose from at what was, until recently, the world’s largest hotel. [image: ] 702-891-1111, 800-929-1111; www.mgmgrand.com; 3799 Las Vegas Blvd S; r & ste $70-1500; [image: ]

Palazzo

Luxury all-suites hotel tower, brand-name chefs’ eateries, glamorous shops and A-list nightclub Lavo. [image: ] 702-607-7777, 866-263-3001; www.palazzolasvegas.com; 3325 Las Vegas Blvd S; ste $189-659

Wynn Las Vegas

Five-diamond resort rooms are bigger than your apartment, and come with all the little luxuries. [image: ] 702-770-7100, 888-320-7123; www.wynnlasvegas.com; 3131 Las Vegas Blvd S; r & ste $189-815





USEFUL WEBSITES

www.vegas.com

www.visitlasvegas.com
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Behind the Scenes

THIS BOOK



This book features trips from the original six titles in this series. Those trips were written by Ginger Adams Otis, Catherine Bodry, Jeff Campbell, Nate Cavalieri, Gregor Clark, Adam Karlin, Beth Kohn, Mariella Krause, Josh Krist, Emily Matchar, Bradley Mayhew, Kevin Raub, Adam Skolnick, Ryan Ver Berkmoes and Wendy Yanagihara. This guidebook was commissioned in Lonely Planet’s Oakland office and produced by the following:

Commissioning Editor Jennye Garibaldi

Coordinating Editor Kirsten Rawlings

Coordinating Cartographer Corey Hutchison

Coordinating Layout Designer Nicholas Colicchia

Managing Editor Bruce Evans

Managing Cartographers David Connolly, Alison Lyall

Managing Layout Designer Celia Wood

Assisting Editors Sarah Bailey, Kate James, Helen Koehne, Nigel Chin, Jeanette Wall

Assisting Layout Designer Jim Hsu

Cover Naomi Parker, lonelyplanetimages.com

Internal image research Sabrina Dalbesio, lonelyplanetimages.com

Project Manager Glenn van der Knijff



Thanks to David Burnett, Jay Cooke, Catherine Craddock, Heather Dickson, Owen Eszeki, Suki Gear, Mark Germanchis, Chris Girdler, Michelle Glynn, Brice Gosnell, James Hardy, Liz Heynes, Lauren Hunt, Laura Jane, John Mazzocchi, Wayne Murphy, Darren O’Connell, Julie Sheridan
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SEND US YOUR FEEDBACK

Got feedback? We’d love to hear your corrections, suggestions, compliments or complaints, so feel free to use our feedback form: lonelyplanet.com/contact.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your feedback comments in Lonely Planet products such as guidebooks, websites and digital products. If you send it in, then that counts as permission for us to use it. If you don’t want your name acknowledged, please let us know.

To read our privacy policy, visit lonelyplanet.com/privacy.
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David Ozanich David thanks God. Also: Chris Tuttle, Nate Harris, Buck Drummond, Tim Federle, Jennye Garibaldi, his hilarious co-authors, Lonely Planet’s crack staff, and finally, most of all, Liza Minnelli.



Danny Palmerlee Big thanks to my editor Jennye Garibaldi for bringing me onboard and sending me into the remote corners of the Pacific Northwest once again. Pat, Leslie, thanks for your hot-spring trail tips! Sandra, Ben, thanks for the sound advice on coastal hideaways. And thank you to all the park rangers who fielded my endless barrage of questions.



Brandon Presser A big shout-out to my fab(lantic) co-authors and everyone at the Lonely Planet mothership! To Jennye: marry me.
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