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Why is our travel information the best in the world? It’s simple: our authors are independent, dedicated travelers. They don’t research using just the internet or phone, and they don’t take freebies, so you can rely on their advice being well researched and impartial. They travel widely, to all the popular spots and off the beaten track. They personally visit thousands of hotels, restaurants, cafés, bars, galleries, palaces, museums and more – and they take pride in getting all the details right, and telling it how it is. Think you can do it? Find out how at lonelyplanet.com.
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48 Hours in Austin




TIME

2 days

BEST TIME TO GO

Mar – May & Sep – Nov

START

University of Texas

END

Zilker Park







WHY GO Austin is pure fun. Airstream-trailer food courts, festival-like 6th St, eclectic SoCo shops, parks, lakes and music galore. Packing it all into 48 hours can be a challenge, so we sought out fun-and-funky-B&B owners Chris and Sylvia Mackey to give us the insider lowdown.





You can tell by the naive art that decorates [image: ] Austin Folk House, one of two B&Bs Chris and Sylvia run near the University of Texas (UT), that this couple has a serious sense of humor. A painted wood relief of a cartoonish devil fishing for souls among beer cans is a favorite. The rooms are pretty traditional, but the “unromantic” package jokingly offers a six-pack and pizza to drown your break-up sorrows. Sylvia and Chris spend ample time seeking out local entertainment and are happy to share suggestions with guests.



“With just 48 hours, I’d start with something fairly typically Austin,” Chris says. “Downtown is not overrated.” For the first night, they suggest dinner and a show. Have a cab drop you at the corner of 5th St and N Congress Ave. From there you can’t go in any direction and not find a bunch of good restaurants; downtown is thick with them. Almost every kind of food is represented, too. Then you’ll be near [image: ] Esther’s Follies, a long-running local musical comedy revue that pokes fun at all sorts of subjects. Sylvia likes it because they keep it current – and very funny. “Obama” may be onstage thanking the almighty, Oprah, before a magician singing “Chic Chica Boom” merengues across the stage and turns a puppy into a ruffle-bedecked assistant. Think vaudeville for the 21st century. “It’s always an excellent time at Esther’s,” says Chris.



Or if it’s Monday night, there’s [image: ] DK Sushi and the sushi pimp’s karaoke show. “We’re the type that go out of our way to find strange stuff, and I’ve never seen anything like this karaoke show,” says Chris. The Korean owner dresses up in a 1970s pimp suit and afro wig and provides chauvinistic, not even remotely politically correct, comic banter. If the singers aren’t excellent, he’ll gong them off the stage and down a sake bomb with ’em. Inappropriate rowdiness is the order of the evening. Women, watch your rears. “Some people will leave hating it,” Chris says. “You can go to Vegas and never see anything this outlandish.”


[image: ]





The next morning wake up late, sip your java, watch as the people-parade goes by and become human again at [image: ] Jo’s Coffee. The outdoor café is at the heart of the trendy S Congress Ave neighborhood, or SoCo, where even the places to stay are happenin’. In the 1950s this was the outskirts of town but, instead of knocking down the motor-court motels, people updated them. Eclectic [image: ] Austin Motel has rooms with full waterfall murals, and some sporting giant retro polka dots – each guest quarter is more than unique. Their motto: “so close yet so far out.” Singles are kind of small so pick a double by the pool if you want more space. Up the street, the [image: ] Hotel San José takes a more upscale, Zen-like approach to the motor court. Minimalist rooms of different shapes and sizes gather around soothing green spaces. There’s no restaurant, but the small courtyard wine bar attracts local celebrities such as Sandra Bullock, and bento-box meals are available for delivery.



While you’re here, you should definitely do some shopping. “[image: ] SoCo is really exploding,” says Sylvia. “There are a lot of unique shops, including one dedicated entirely to water pipes.” Other eclectic options include a costume shop where you can get that special belly-dancing outfit year-round, a kitschy candy store selling novelties you remember from childhood, and vintage clothing outlets. After you’ve picked up a snazzy, snapfront 1950s Western shirt, make sure to look for a pair of fire-red lizard skins at [image: ] Allen Boots. In the 1600 block stop for a snack at the makeshift trailer park, an outdoor food court of sorts in a parking lot. The silver Airstream selling cupcakes was the originator of the trend, but you can also get pizza, crepes, sandwiches etc from about noon to 9pm, Tuesday through Sunday.



Over on S 1st St there’s another gathering of classic trailers selling foodstuffs, this one with a canopy of shade and picnic tables. Among them, [image: ] Torchy’s Tacos is the best option, according to Chris. Both he and Sylvia recommend the juicy pork tacos – and that you read the menu thoroughly. The owner’s funny-bone pokes out on the names of items like the “Republican” taco, which has a “wiener” in it. “There’s something known as ‘Austin chic’,” Chris explains. It’s a trendy, yuppified aesthetic – with a quirky edge. “S Congress, S Lamar and S 1st St all have it.”



Some locals resent the well-completed gentrification of formerly boho neighborhoods. “Keep Austin Weird” bumper stickers promote an individualism some fear may be lost amid the continued influx of newbies to the capital. Sylvia suggests that if you want to check out the still-up-and-coming, you have to head to [image: ] East Austin. A lot of little restaurants and art galleries are spread around the neighborhood, and new businesses are coming in all the time. In November there’s a coordinated East Austin Studio Tour (www.eastaustinstudiotour.com). This used to be the neighborhood locals avoided for being a little dodgy, and it’s still rather unconventional. According to Sylvia, it’s what S Congress Ave was 10 years ago. Technically East Austin includes anywhere west of Hwy 290 downtown, but the largest concentration of businesses branch out from 12th St.




GOING BATTY

One of Austin’s most original shows is all natural. Up to 1.5 million Mexican free-tailed bats fly out from beneath Congress Ave Bridge just before sunset nightly from March to November. Most spectators look on from the grassy, waterfront banks east of the bridge but we think a comfortable chair on the balcony of the lobby lounge at the Four Seasons Hotel (www.fourseasons.com), “batini” drink in hand, is an even better vantage point. Capital Cruises (www.capitalcruises.com) runs bat-watching cruises.







In season watch the bats emerge from under the Congress Ave bridge at twilight. Otherwise, the second night head straight for the nearest club. “Somewhere will have live music starting by 6:30 every night,” says Chris. Near the intersection with E 7th St, it’s tattoos and rock’n’roll on [image: ] Red River St. Harder-core and alternative clubs are most prevalent, but there are a few hip-hop options as well. The [image: ] Warehouse District (radiating from E and W 4th Sts and N Congress Ave) attracts a slightly older crowd with swing dancing, Latin rhythms, live jazz and gay dance clubs. Upscale rooftop bars seem to be all the rage there these days. As Chris says, you wouldn’t be out of place if you wore a jacket in the Warehouse District.




SOUTH BY SOUTHWEST

The mecca of music festivals, South by Southwest (http://sxsw.com; passes from $165) attracts more than 1700 acts, representing every genre of music – metal funk, indie ska, baseline jazz, rock, acoustic, folk… And there are scads more bands playing at unofficial venues. The five days in mid-March when 10,000 fans converge on Austin is the best (for indie-music lovers) or worst (for crowd-haters) time to be in the city. Plan ahead; hotels are often booked a year in advance.







You would be laughed outta town if you dressed up for raucous [image: ] E 6th St and its techno clubs, Irish pubs and dueling pianos. There are some good restaurants around, so you will see paunchy tourists early on. But after 11pm it’s mostly a fall-down-drunk frat-boy crowd roaming the street. Bars here are stacked one on top of the other, so walk by the door of each and decide which music, and which type of crowd, you like. Heck, why stop at one, pick five.



There are free street performances on Friday and Saturday nights, too – a guy with a guitar, or people doing spray-paint art. If you’re lucky, you’ll run into the town’s most famous and flamboyant transvestite, Leslie, who hangs out on the downtown streets having her picture taken and drinks bought by locals and tourists alike. At the end of your evening, flag down one of the petty cab cyclists or rickshaw runners to shuttle you back to your hotel.




AUSTIN CITY LIMITS

Since Willie Nelson played on the pilot episode in 1974, local PBS affiliate KLRU Studio has celebrated Texas music with its Austin City Limits (http://austincitylimits.org) TV show, broadcast Monday at 9:30pm. Big names such as Elvis Costello and Phish still share the stage with newer acts. In 2011 the production will move from UT to a $40 million theater in the W Hotel development on 2nd St. Until then, tickets are free. Check the website for giveaway info.







If you want to go all out before you leave town, Sylvia suggests the next day you have an extravagant brunch at [image: ] Fonda San Miguel. Dishes like the pork pipian verde take three days to make. Central Mexican moles and meats are just part of the extensive spread that easily measures up to a fancy Friday-night dinner. Endless salads, ceviches, tres leches cake… When George W Bush was governor, he and Laura ate there every Sunday, Sylvia says.



A much more budget-friendly alternative, Chris’s favorite chicken in the world comes from [image: ] Pollo Rico, a beloved local chargrilling chain. Pick up a whole chicken with sides for less than $13, and head over to Lady Bird Lake (formerly Town Lake) to picnic. There’s plenty of green space just off the 10-mile-long waterfront hike and bike trail that lines both sides of the shore. You might want to cruise by [image: ] Bicycle Sport Shop and get a rental for the afternoon.



A few miles further west, the city’s [image: ] Zilker Park has even more excellent picnicking potential. A 46-acre “Great Lawn” is where all of Austin comes to hang out. The park also has springs for swimming and kayak rentals for paddling out on Lady Bird Lake. Sporty types throw the disc around on the disc golf course or play sand volleyball or soccer on the fields. A 30-acre botanic garden blooms with wildflowers in spring, roses in summer and Christmas lights in winter. Bring a blanket to enjoy a performance at the outdoor amphitheater, which stages Shakespeare, musicals and concerts throughout the warmer months. When you’ve finished your afternoon idyll, 48 hours will, sadly, have come to an end.




[image: ]

Little more than 20 miles northwest of downtown the Colorado River has been divided into a series of six Highland Lakes. The 19,000-sq-acre Lake Travis (www.laketravisguide.com), Austin’s aquatic playground, is the largest. Fourteen public parks and many more marinas and hotels line the lakeside; one is even clothing-optional. Swim, rent a boat, water ski or just ogle the incredible mansions along the shore for an afternoon’s diversion.







Hey, maybe you could sneak in at least one more night in town. LC Rocks, an awesome ’80s cover band, could be playing, and local country crooner Dale Watson is sure to be somewhere. You still haven’t been to Antone’s, Continental Club or the Elephant Room for more local tunes… Two days isn’t enough. “If you like music and clubs,” says Chris. “You really need to spend a week.”

Lisa Dunford

 




TRIP INFORMATION



GETTING THERE

Austin is 80 miles northeast of San Antonio, the region’s largest air hub. Take I-35 all the way.



Do

Allen Boots

The thousands of attention-grabbin’ boots often attract celebrity attention. [image: ] 512-447-1413; www.allenboots.com; 1522 S Congress Ave; [image: ] 9am-8pm Mon-Sat, noon-6pm Sun

Bicycle Sport Shop

Reserve ahead. Qualified staff offer loads of route and trail suggestions. [image: ] 512-477-3472; http://bicyclesportshop.com; 517 S Lamar Blvd; [image: ] 10am-7pm Mon-Fri, 9am-6pm Sat, 11am-5pm Sun; [image: ]

DK Sushi

Sushi, Korean and Japanese food is served with a side of karaoke and adult-only humor on Monday at 7:30pm. [image: ] 512-326-5807; www.dksushi.com; 6400 S First St; mains $12-18; [image: ] 11am-9:30pm Mon-Fri, 4:30-9:30pm Sat

Esther’s Follies

The musical comedy and magic show pokes fun at politicians – and life in general. [image: ] 512-320-0553; www.esthersfollies.com; 525 E 6th St; tickets $20; [image: ] 8pm Thu-Sat, 10pm Fri & Sat

Zilker Park

More than 350 acres of parkland includes nature trails, gardens. [image: ] 512-472-4914; www.ci.austin.tx.us/zilker; 2201 Barton Springs Rd; admission free; [image: ] 5am-10pm; [image: ] [image: ]



EAT

El Pollo Rico

Locals obsess over the charbroiled chickens with green chile sauce, rice and tortillas. [image: ] 512-326-1888; www.elpollorico.org; 1928 E Riverside Dr; mains $4-8; [image: ] 10am-10pm

Fonda San Miguel

Interior Mexican cuisine served in an upscale atmosphere. The collection of original Hispanic art is impressive. [image: ] 512-459-4121; www.fondasanmiguel.com; 2330 W North Loop; mains $20-30; [image: ] 5:30-9:30pm Mon-Sat, 11am-2pm Sun

Torchy’s Tacos

Other than the green chiles from New Mexico, Torchy’s buys all its fresh ingredients locally. [image: ] 512-366-0537; www.torchystacos.com; 1311 S 1st St; mains $3-8; [image: ] 7am-10pm Mon-Wed, 8am-11pm Thu-Sat, 8am-10pm Sun



DRINK

Jo’s Coffee

The outdoor coffee bar is front and center on S Congress Ave. Perfect for people-watching. [image: ] 512-444-3800; 1300 S Congress Ave; [image: ] 7am-9pm Sun-Fri, 7am-10pm Sat



SLEEP

Austin Folk House B&B

Funky folk-art gives this rambling B&B a fresh feel. The home-baked cookies and scones are delish. [image: ] 512-472-6700; www.austinfolkhouse.com; 506 W 22nd St; r $95-140

Austin Motel

Savvy thrift-shopperesque furniture and varied room themes make this SoCo motor-court motel extra eclectic. [image: ] 512-441-1157; www.austinmotel.com; 1220 S Congress Ave; r $70-145; [image: ]

Hotel San José

The San José oozes a sleek, Zen sophistication, with cherry platform beds and meditation gardens. [image: ] 512-852-2350; www.sanjosehotel.com; 1316 S Congress Ave; r $95-260



Useful Websites

www.austintexas.org

www.austinchronicle.com
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THIS BOOK



This book features trips from the original six titles in this series. Those trips were written by Ginger Adams Otis, Catherine Bodry, Jeff Campbell, Nate Cavalieri, Gregor Clark, Adam Karlin, Beth Kohn, Mariella Krause, Josh Krist, Emily Matchar, Bradley Mayhew, Kevin Raub, Adam Skolnick, Ryan Ver Berkmoes and Wendy Yanagihara. This guidebook was commissioned in Lonely Planet’s Oakland office and produced by the following:

Commissioning Editor Jennye Garibaldi

Coordinating Editor Kirsten Rawlings

Coordinating Cartographer Corey Hutchison

Coordinating Layout Designer Nicholas Colicchia

Managing Editor Bruce Evans

Managing Cartographers David Connolly, Alison Lyall

Managing Layout Designer Celia Wood

Assisting Editors Sarah Bailey, Kate James, Helen Koehne, Nigel Chin, Jeanette Wall

Assisting Layout Designer Jim Hsu

Cover Naomi Parker, lonelyplanetimages.com

Internal image research Sabrina Dalbesio, lonelyplanetimages.com

Project Manager Glenn van der Knijff
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SEND US YOUR FEEDBACK

Got feedback? We’d love to hear your corrections, suggestions, compliments or complaints, so feel free to use our feedback form: lonelyplanet.com/contact.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your feedback comments in Lonely Planet products such as guidebooks, websites and digital products. If you send it in, then that counts as permission for us to use it. If you don’t want your name acknowledged, please let us know.

To read our privacy policy, visit lonelyplanet.com/privacy.
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