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LONELY PLANET AUTHORS

Why is our travel information the best in the world? It’s simple: our authors are independent, dedicated travelers. They don’t research using just the internet or phone, and they don’t take freebies, so you can rely on their advice being well researched and impartial. They travel widely, to all the popular spots and off the beaten track. They personally visit thousands of hotels, restaurants, cafés, bars, galleries, palaces, museums and more – and they take pride in getting all the details right, and telling it how it is. Think you can do it? Find out how at lonelyplanet.com.
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48 Hours in Boston




TIME

2 days

BEST TIME TO GO

Year-round

START

Charles St

END

Beacon St







WHY GO From world-class cuisine and cobbled colonial lanes to vintage shopping and crazed sports fanatics, Boston brews a colorful recipe for chaos. It’ll take more than two days to crack Beantown’s shell, but this sampler of sights and sounds is a wicked good way to get acquainted (or reacquainted) with the city.





While calculating how to best spend your 48 hours in Boston, start your day with a hearty breakfast and an uncanny mathematical phenomenon at [image: ] Paramount, on Charles St. One of the most popular brunch spots for many years and counting, this bustling little joint features delicious fruit spreads and gut-busting sandwiches, but is perhaps best known for its bizarrely convenient seating rotations. Despite the crowded atmosphere, tables always seem to clear out by the time your eyes start searching for a place to rest your bottom. They call it a science. We’re pretty sure it’s good karma.



Bolster your early jolt of caffeine with a wobbly ride on the [image: ] MBTA subway, known to locals simply as “the T.” You’ll hear the most perfect Bostonian accents as conductors announce upcoming train stations (“next stop Pahk Street!”). Boston’s T is the country’s oldest subway and has been in operation since 1897. Charlie Cards (plastic swipe cards available from any uniformed employee) are rechargeable tickets that save passengers $0.30 per ride. The cards were named after poor old Charlie, a local legend made famous by the Kingston Trio; back in the old days you used to have to pay to get off the T and dear Charlie was stuck onboard forever because he couldn’t pay the fare.



Exit the T at either Haymarket or State St Station for a leisurely stroll around the cheery marketplace of [image: ] Faneuil Hall. Constructed in 1742 as a market and public meeting place, this brick colonial building is topped by its signature grasshopper weather vane. Although the hall was supposed to be exclusively for local issues, the Sons of Liberty called many meetings here, informing public opinion about their objections to British taxation without representation. Three additional buildings in the back make up the bulk of the marketplace. Known as [image: ] Quincy Market, these granite colonial structures were redeveloped in the 1970s into today’s touristy, festive shopping and eating center with over 20 restaurants and 40 food stalls. Try out your Boston drawl as you order a hot bowl of clam chowda for lunch, or sample some of the other Boston staples such as baked beans or live lobster.


[image: ]





After spending a disproportionate amount of money at one of the market’s homemade-fudge stands, walk off your meal with a stroll through [image: ] Boston Common and on to the [image: ] Public Garden, a 24-acre botanical oasis of Victorian flowerbeds and weeping willows drooping over a lazy lagoon. Take a good look at the natural splendor while noting that in the 19th century this stunning garden was a tidal salt marsh (like the rest of Back Bay). For the quintessential Boston experience take a ride on the [image: ] Swan Boats, a local tradition since 1877.



Ask anyone around town and they’ll tell you that the ultimate Boston experience would be incomplete without venturing to the North End and eating at an Italian restaurant tucked away along one of the area’s cobbled, medieval-esque streets. The problem is that there are so many great little family-owned joints to choose from and, to make matters worse, Boston’s other neighborhoods are speedily stocking up on their fair share of amazing eating establishments. To appease even the harshest of critics, save your trip to Little Italy for dessert at [image: ] Mike’s, home of the world’s most perfect cannoli. Try your best to ignore the bakery’s gaudy decorative mix of mural-sized mirrors framed like Renaissance paintings and buzzing neon lights casting blinding rays upon sweet-toothed customers. If you can’t resist the call of the cannoli until after dinner then pick one up on the go as you ponder the infinite dinner options around town. We suggest heading back to Beacon Hill to dine in the smooth, brick wine cellar at [image: ] Grotto, or at celebrity chef Todd English’s yuppie pizza paradise [image: ] Figs, but why not stumble upon your own eatery that the guidebooks don’t know about. After dinner head to the towering Prudential Center and take a ride all the way to the top for some cocktail clinking at the swank [image: ] Top of the Hub. Drink in the views of the twinkling city lights below while smooth jazz melts over the ivory piano keys in the corner.



As the evening winds down, make your way back to Charles St for some beauty sleep before another busy day tomorrow. For 140 years, those staying at 225 Charles St had to be dragged in kicking and screaming in order to spend the night. Today, the wretched Charles St Jail has been transformed into the luxurious [image: ] Liberty Hotel. The hotel’s decor playfully references the building’s prison past. The restaurant, Clink (chuckle chuckle), preserves some old observation cells and the exquisite lobby soars to a 90ft ceiling (it used to be an indoor exercise space). For views of Boston from across the river, try spending the night at [image: ] Hotel Marlowe. Although the abundance of sassy leopard prints is vaguely reminiscent of a ’70s porno, the spicy decor will undoubtedly appeal to the retro swinger in all of us.




FREEDOM TRAIL

The best introduction to revolutionary Boston is the Freedom Trail. The red-brick path winds its way past 16 sites that earned this town its status as the cradle of liberty. The 2.5-mile trail follows the course of the conflict, from the Old State House, where Redcoats killed five men marking the Boston Massacre, to the Old North Church, where the sexton hung two lanterns to warn that British troops would come by sea. Visit the Boston Common information kiosk to pick up a free map or to hook up with a 90-minute guided tour led by the Freedom Trail Foundation (www.thefreedomtrail.org).







Start the morning with a designer breakfast at one of the chichi brunch spots along Boston’s effortlessly quirky Newbury St. Afterwards, strut your stuff along the concrete catwalk while doing some serious window shopping, then skip the overpriced boutiques and try your luck at one of the colorful vintage shops. For browsers with an eye for fashion but without a pocketbook to match, [image: ] Closet, Inc (and it does feel like some fashionista’s overstuffed closet) is secondhand heaven. You’ll never know what you’re going to find at [image: ] Second Time Around, but you can be sure that it will have a designer label. Take a detour to Copley Sq and hit up [image: ] Filene’s Basement, Boston’s ultimate bargain bin. According to legend, the store’s original owner, Mr Katz, planned to open a clothing store and decided that “Feline’s” would be an appropriately clever name for the shop. He hired an artist to create the store’s front sign, but when the artist finished Mr Katz realized that he’d mixed up the “i” and the first “e,” writing “Filene’s” instead. The name stuck and nowadays it’s synonymous with great finds at great prices. The best part about Filene’s is its unspoken longevity rule – items are automatically marked down the longer they remain in the store – so dig deep to find the real gems!




RED SOX NATION

First-time visitors to the Red Sox heartland always come away with some piece of memorabilia. If you’re really smitten consider becoming an official member of the Red Sox fan club: check out www.redsox.com for more information. Famous fans include Matt Damon, Ben Affleck, Conan O’Brien, Steven Tyler, Rachael Ray and Steve Carell.







Try the immensely popular [image: ] Duck Tours for an abridged version of Boston’s sights and history. Crafted from modified amphibious vehicles from WWII, the tour bus/boat splashes around the Charles River then takes to the city streets for a truly unique 90-minute tour.



Finish the day with an honest-to-goodness ballpark wiener at Fenway, home to the beloved [image: ] Boston Red Sox. Watching the rabid fans howl at their favorite players is way more fun than the actual game, but be warned: any back talk about the Sox or praise for the New York Yankees will be met with swift and severe punishment from vigilant devotees. If it isn’t baseball season check out Boston’s brood of die-hard fans cheering on the other local teams, like the [image: ] Boston Bruins or the [image: ] Boston Celtics (that’s S-eltics, not K-eltics), who both play at Banknorth Garden.



After the game there’s something that everyone’s gotta do, no matter how touristy it may seem: have a drink where everybody knows your name. The Bull & Finch was an authentic English pub (dismantled in England, shipped to Boston and reassembled in a Beacon Hill townhouse). But that’s not why hundreds of people descend on the place daily: the pub inspired the TV sitcom Cheers and has been thus renamed. Most visitors are disappointed that the interior of [image: ] Cheers bears no resemblance to the TV set. More importantly, tourists are the main clientele, so nobody knows your name (or anybody else’s), although after five minutes you’re almost guaranteed to hear a patron drunkenly humming the theme song under their breath, and that’s reason enough to visit.

Brandon Presser

 




TRIP INFORMATION



GETTING THERE

Start the trip in the heart of downtown Boston along Charles St near the Park St subway station.



DO

Boston Bruins

The Bruins, under the former star power of Bobby Orr and Ray Bourque, play ice hockey at Banknorth Garden. [image: ] 617-624-1900; www.bostonbruins.com; Banknorth Garden, 150 Causeway St; tickets from $32.50; [image: ] mid-Oct–mid-Apr; [image: ]

Boston Celtics

The Celtics, who’ve won more basketball championships than any other NBA team, play at Banknorth Garden above North Station. [image: ] 617-523-3030; www.celtics.com; Banknorth Garden, 150 Causeway St; tickets from $22; [image: ] mid-Oct–Apr; [image: ]

Boston Red Sox

The Sox play in Fenway Park, the nation’s oldest and most storied ballpark, built in 1912. [image: ] 617-267-1700, tours 617-226-6666; www.redsox.com; 4 Yawkey Way; tickets from $28; [image: ] early Apr-early Oct; [image: ]

Closet, Inc

For shoppers with an eye for fashion but without the income to match. The Closet is a secondhand clothing store that carries high-quality items by acclaimed designers. [image: ] 617-536-1919; 175 Newbury St; [image: ] 10am-6pm Tue-Sat, noon-5pm Sun

Duck Tours

Ninety-minute narrated land and water tours of the Charles River and Boston using modified amphibious vehicles from WWII depart from the Prudential Center and the Museum of Science. [image: ] 617-267-DUCK; www.bostonducktours.com; Prudential Center; adult/child $32.55/22.05; [image: ] 8.30am-dusk late Mar-Dec; [image: ]

Faneuil Hall

A brick colonial building topped with the beloved grasshopper weather vane. The hall has earned the nickname ‘Cradle of Liberty’ due to the heated political movements nurtured here during the American Revolution. [image: ] 617-242-5642; www.faneuilhall.com; Congress & North Sts; admission free; [image: ] 9am-5pm, ground fl shops 10am-8pm; [image: ]

Filene’s Basement

The granddaddy of bargain stores, Filene’s Basement carries overstocked and irregular items at everyday low prices. [image: ] 617-424-5520; 497 Boylston St; [image: ] 9am-9pm Mon-Sat, 11am-7pm Sun

MBTA

The MBTA operates the oldest subway in America, dating back to 1897. It is known locally as “the T.” [image: ] 617-222-3200; www.mbta.com; one ride $2; [image: ] 5:30am-12:30am; [image: ]

Second Time Around

Come early and come often, because you never know what you’re going to find, but you can be sure it will have a designer label. [image: ] 617-247-3504, 617-266-1113; 176 & 219 Newbury St; [image: ] 11am-7pm Mon-Fri, 10am-7pm Sat, 10am-6pm Sun

Swan Boats

A Boston tradition since 1877, the Swan Boats swim around the lazy lagoon in Boston’s Public Gardens. [image: ] 617-522-1966; www.swanboats.com; Public Garden; adult/under 15yr $2.75/1.50; [image: ] 10am-4pm Apr–mid-Jun, 10am-5pm mid-Jun–Labor Day, noon-4pm Mon-Fri & 10am-4pm Sat & Sun Labor Day-late Sep; [image: ]



EAT & DRINK

Cheers

However touristy it may seem, have a drink where everybody knows your name. [image: ] 617-227-9605; 84 Beacon St; draught beer $5.50; [image: ] 11am-12:30am

Figs

Figs is the brainchild of celebrity chef Todd English. Enjoy whisper-thin crusts topped with interesting exotic toppings. Case in point: the namesake fig and prosciutto with Gorgonzola. [image: ] 617-742-3447; 42 Charles St; pizzas $12-18.25; [image: ] 11:30am-10pm Mon-Thu, to 11pm Fri & Sat, noon-10pm Sun

Grotto

As romantic as it is charming, this cramped, brick wine cellar magically transforms into a dim, candlelit hideout for foodies. [image: ] 617-227-3434; www.grottorestaurant.com; 37 Bowdoin St; meals $25-45; [image: ] 11:30am-3pm Mon-Fri, 5-10pm Sat & Sun

Mike’s

A giant gaudy bakery in the heart of the Italian North End neighborhood. The cannoli are a must. [image: ] 617-742-3050; www.mikespastry.com; 300 Hanover St; cannoli $2.50; [image: ] 8am-10pm Sun-Thu, 8am-11pm Fri & Sat

Paramount

The nexus of the universe’s mathematical harmony, Paramount features excellent breakfast fare and a bizarre seating style. [image: ] 617-720-1152; 44 Charles St; mains $5.50-22; [image: ] 7am-10pm Mon-Thu, 7am-11pm Fri, 8am-11pm Sat, 8am-10pm Sun; [image: ]

Quincy Market

This food hall is packed with restaurants and food stalls. Choose from chowder, bagels, Indian, Greek, baked goods and ice cream. [image: ] 617-338-2323; cnr Congress & State Sts; meals $5-15; [image: ] 10am-9pm Mon-Sat, stalls & restaurants until late; [image: ]

Top of the Hub

A brilliant place for bubbly overlooking the city. [image: ] 617-536-1775; www.topofthehub.net; Prudential Center, 800 Boylston St; fixed menu $55; [image: ] 11:30am-1am Mon-Sat,11am-1am Sun

SLEEP

Hotel Marlowe

The spicy decor, including sassy leopard prints, will undoubtedly appeal to the retro swinger in all of us. [image: ] 617-868-8000; www.hotelmarlowe.com; 25 Edwin H Land Blvd, Cambridge; r from $199; [image: ] [image: ]

Liberty Hotel

Once a dingy prison for common criminals, this hotel has been decorated playfully with its prison past in mind. Clink, the on-site restaurant, preserves some old observation cells and the lobby has a 90ft ceiling. [image: ] 617-224-4000; www.libertyhotel.com; 225 Charles St; r from $314



USEFUL WEBSITES

www.boston.com

www.redsox.mlb.com
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Behind the Scenes

THIS BOOK



This book features trips from the original six titles in this series. Those trips were written by Ginger Adams Otis, Catherine Bodry, Jeff Campbell, Nate Cavalieri, Gregor Clark, Adam Karlin, Beth Kohn, Mariella Krause, Josh Krist, Emily Matchar, Bradley Mayhew, Kevin Raub, Adam Skolnick, Ryan Ver Berkmoes and Wendy Yanagihara. This guidebook was commissioned in Lonely Planet’s Oakland office and produced by the following:

Commissioning Editor Jennye Garibaldi

Coordinating Editor Kirsten Rawlings

Coordinating Cartographer Corey Hutchison

Coordinating Layout Designer Nicholas Colicchia

Managing Editor Bruce Evans

Managing Cartographers David Connolly, Alison Lyall

Managing Layout Designer Celia Wood

Assisting Editors Sarah Bailey, Kate James, Helen Koehne, Nigel Chin, Jeanette Wall

Assisting Layout Designer Jim Hsu

Cover Naomi Parker, lonelyplanetimages.com

Internal image research Sabrina Dalbesio, lonelyplanetimages.com

Project Manager Glenn van der Knijff



Thanks to David Burnett, Jay Cooke, Catherine Craddock, Heather Dickson, Owen Eszeki, Suki Gear, Mark Germanchis, Chris Girdler, Michelle Glynn, Brice Gosnell, James Hardy, Liz Heynes, Lauren Hunt, Laura Jane, John Mazzocchi, Wayne Murphy, Darren O’Connell, Julie Sheridan
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Amy Balfour Hearty thanks to those who shared their Great Plains expertise: Anne & Keene Pollard, Cindy Lovell, Hillary Wiessinger, Ron and Judy Elliott, Judy Dollard, Kelly Seed Bucceri, Molly Murphy, Marilyn Weiser, Bob Stein, and Molly and Geoffrey Baker. Thanks Jennye for a great assignment and Sam for answering all of my crazy questions.



Alison Bing Many thanks and California bear hugs to: road-tripper extraordinaire Jennye Garibaldi; coordinating author Sam Benson; fearless leaders Brice Gosnell and Heather Dickson; the Sanchez Writers’ Grotto for steady inspiration; and Marco Flavio Marinucci, for the best-ever bus ride.



Becca Blond Big thanks to my parents, David and Patricia Blond, without whose support I would never have made it through the last year. Also to my husband, Aaron, and our bulldog, Duke. I’d also like to thank Jason Spallek for his amazing generosity. At Lonely Planet, big thanks to Jennye Garibaldi for commissioning me on this important project, Sam Benson for being such a great coordinating author, my team of co-authors, and thanks so much to Kirsten Rawlings, Sarah Bailey and Corey Hutchison for their careful, extensive and awesome editing and cartography!




Jennifer Denniston Huge thanks to Lonely Planet colleagues – Jennye Garibaldi, Suki Gear, Alison Lyall, and fellow authors, especially Karla Zimmerman, David Ozanich, Amy C Balfour, Sam Benson, Alison Bing and Becca Blond. To Heather, endless thanks. Finally, thank you Rhawn, Anna and Harper, always willing to road trip and loving it almost as much as I do.




SEND US YOUR FEEDBACK

Got feedback? We’d love to hear your corrections, suggestions, compliments or complaints, so feel free to use our feedback form: lonelyplanet.com/contact.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your feedback comments in Lonely Planet products such as guidebooks, websites and digital products. If you send it in, then that counts as permission for us to use it. If you don’t want your name acknowledged, please let us know.

To read our privacy policy, visit lonelyplanet.com/privacy.







Lisa Dunford Thanks much to all my friends and family across Texas, especially to my beloved mother-in-law, Helen Dickman.
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David Ozanich David thanks God. Also: Chris Tuttle, Nate Harris, Buck Drummond, Tim Federle, Jennye Garibaldi, his hilarious co-authors, Lonely Planet’s crack staff, and finally, most of all, Liza Minnelli.



Danny Palmerlee Big thanks to my editor Jennye Garibaldi for bringing me onboard and sending me into the remote corners of the Pacific Northwest once again. Pat, Leslie, thanks for your hot-spring trail tips! Sandra, Ben, thanks for the sound advice on coastal hideaways. And thank you to all the park rangers who fielded my endless barrage of questions.



Brandon Presser A big shout-out to my fab(lantic) co-authors and everyone at the Lonely Planet mothership! To Jennye: marry me.
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