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LONELY PLANET AUTHORS

Why is our travel information the best in the world? It’s simple: our authors are independent, dedicated travelers. They don’t research using just the internet or phone, and they don’t take freebies, so you can rely on their advice being well researched and impartial. They travel widely, to all the popular spots and off the beaten track. They personally visit thousands of hotels, restaurants, cafés, bars, galleries, palaces, museums and more – and they take pride in getting all the details right, and telling it how it is. Think you can do it? Find out how at lonelyplanet.com.
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48 Hours in Greater Denver




TIME

2 days

BEST TIME TO GO

May – Nov

START

State Capitol Building

END

Denver I-25, north of Denver







WHY GO Sitting at exactly 5280ft, this city has sunshine, culture and 300 blue-sky days of cosmopolitan attitude. Get to know the cow-gone-to-pot town in a whole new light – with more medical-marijuana dispensaries than Starbucks, the Mile High City’s nickname has taken on a whole new meaning.





Start your weekend in the Mile High City off right, climbing to the 15th step of the domed [image: ] State Capitol building. Engraved with the words “one mile above sea level,” the step is where Denver’s official height measurement is taken – the building sits on slightly higher ground than the rest of the city.



Designed by Elijah E Myers to resemble the national capitol building, the Colorado statehouse was constructed out of white granite in the 1890s. In 1908 it received a facelift: the original copper dome was replaced with one made from 200oz of real gold plating to commmerate the 1880s gold rush that built Denver. Make sure to wander inside – Congress is in session between January and May and the public is welcome to sit in the impressive galleries and watch the debates on the floor. Even if you’re not into politics, it is well worth wandering inside for nothing more than aesthetic purposes – this is one of the most impressive state capitals we’ve seen; stained-glass windows and hand-painted murals tell the story of Colorado against a backdrop of rare multicolored marble and gold-plated bannisters. Sherlock Holmes types will want to inspect the interior carefully – bizarre history lessons can be gleaned from obscurely placed plaques, while subtle graffiti, including an image resembling George Washington, covers portions of walls and floor, secretly etched into the soft stone over the years. (Don’t try this yourself, you will be arrested.)


[image: ]





West of the capitol, around the green expanses of the civic-center park, is the city’s most abstract attraction, the [image: ] Denver Art Museum. Designed by Daniel Libeskind of World Trade Center memorial fame, the museum’s Frederic C Hamilton wing, its newest and most expensive, looks like the Sydney Opera House stuck inside a mammoth fan; at once mesmerizing and torturous. Love it or hate it, you can’t not dig the museum’s permanent collections, all of which are top quality – its Native American art collection is one of the country’s largest, featuring pieces from tribes across America.



After a morning of museum hopping, your stomach is probably growling. Luckily you’re just a few blocks from Denver’s most happening gourmet-eating strip, historic [image: ] LoDo. Walk northwest on 14th St to hit Denver’s original city center. It’s home to blocks of tidy red-brick buildings dating back more than a century; once manufacturing warehouses, today they’ve been converted into sidewalk cafés and big-city bistros, swanky lounges, retro furniture shops and designer boutiques. Turn right on Wynkoop St, at LoDo’s northern edge, and inhale the smell of frying meat and hops as you walk into the city’s beloved homegrown tap house, the [image: ] Wynkoop Brewing Company. The brainchild of city mayor John Hickenlooper (who was famous for his successful microbreweries long before he succeeded in politics, and is now running unopposed on the Democratic ticket for governor), it serves juicy burgers and award-winning microbrews in big and breezy environs. There are more than 20 billiard tables should you care to indulge in an après-lunch game.



Just across the street from the Wynkoop, [image: ] Union Station is worth a peek. Constructed in 1881 to consolidate gold-rush traffic, the station once carried more than a million passengers a year. By 1954 service was decreased by half, and today only one Amtrak passenger train passes through Union’s impressive arches each day.



Two blocks south of the brewery on Wynkoop is Denver’s best literary shop, the well-loved [image: ] Tattered Cover Bookstore. The massive store, covering all genres in varying degrees of detail, has an entire corner devoted to armchair travel, and plenty of overstuffed chairs to curl into. Want to write your story? The journal selection is fantastic, with creative and unique offerings for all tastes and ages.



Also in the neighborhood, tonight’s sleeping spot: the swank [image: ] Brown Palace Hotel. This distinguished historic landmark is the place to stay in Denver. Within walking distance of restaurants and nightlife, it has hosted everyone from the Beatles to Winston Churchill. Have afternoon tea in the impressive lobby then head to the award-winning [image: ] Palace Arms for dinner. The patriotic pioneer decor dates back to the 1700s – check out the silver centerpiece the British royal family commissioned. The food is as impressive as the old-world ambience. Signature dishes include Kobe rib-eye steak and seared bison tenderloin.



Afterwards, leave your car at the hotel and return to LoDo on foot, to sample the nightlife, martinis and…champagne. Opulent [image: ] Corridor 44, in Larimer Sq, is Denver’s only champagne bar, offering more than 100 selections of champagne and sparkling wine by the glass, split or bottle. Chic, white-leather banquettes coupled with exposed red-brick walls give it a Western-meets-NYC ambience.



With a champagne buzz, catch a cab to [image: ] Church. There’s nothing like ordering stiff drinks in a cathedral to really mess with your mind. Lit by hundreds of altar candles and flashing blue strobe lights, the Church has three dance floors, a couple of lounges and even a sushi bar! Arrive before 10pm Friday through Sunday to avoid the cover charge. Just two blocks away, [image: ] Watson’s Liquor and Grocery is an old-fashioned corner store, in operation since the 1950s. It used to be a straight-up booze and sundry outlet but started stocking famous Western DVDs a couple of years ago – the owner may have figured nothing kills depression faster than bourbon and Roy Rogers or John Wayne.



Come morning, have breakfast at the [image: ] Walnut Café, which has been the city’s breakfast spot du jour for decades now. It’s perfect for hangover recovery, offering a diverse range of American standards like waffles and eggs cooked any way you like. Walk the meal off window-shopping the pedestrian-only [image: ] 16th Street Mall, Denver’s most recognized attraction. Closed to traffic for an entire 12 blocks (and with its own ecofriendly free hop-on, hop-off shuttle should you tire of walking), the al fresco mall features dozens of shops.



At the southern end of the mall, grab Denver’s one-line downtown light rail north, then jump on the bus, taking it north to the last stop at 30th and Downing Sts. Here you’ll find the most unique museum in the Rockies, the [image: ] Black American West Museum & Heritage Center. It’s dedicated to “telling history how it was,” and provides an intriguing look at the contributions of African Americans (from cowboys to rodeo riders) during the pioneer era – according to museum statistics one in three Colorado cowboys were black.




[image: ]

Denver’s most unique concert venue, Red Rocks Park & Amphitheatre is set between 400ft-high red-sandstone rocks 15 miles southwest of Denver. Acoustics are so good that many artists record live albums here. The 9000-seat theater offers stunning views and draws big-name bands all summer. Even if you can’t take in a show (concerts from $30), visit the park to hike through the bizarrely placed rocks.







Afterwards, grab your car and head to the Highlands neighborhood. Here you’ll find the discombobulating [image: ] Urbanistic Tea and Bike Shop, which sells exactly what it advertizes – tea and cycles. The smells alone are weird enough (think bike-chain grease mixed with spicy fruit aromas) to merit a wander. But the brother-sister team of Ethan and Michelle Bontrager also know their subjects well. Ethan is a bike mechanic who can fix just about any unmotorized wheeled vehicle, while you can tell from her catch-the-subtleties descriptions that Michelle has tasted every one of the 140 teas she sells. Plus, she usually keeps a pot of something delicious-smelling brewing behind the counter. It’s a totally only-in-Colorado shopping experience.




MILE-HIGH SPORTS

Denver is known for manic sports fans, and boasts five pro teams, including the Colorado Rockies (baseball), Colorado Avalanche (hockey) and the most hallowed team of all, the beloved (not to mention record-holding) four-time Super Bowl champs, the Denver Broncos football team, who fill their legendary INVESCO Field @ Mile High Stadium nearly every game day – watch out, Raiders fans. Check out the signature white stallion sculpture on the arena’s exterior wall.







[image: ] Rosa Linda’s Mexican Café is a good lunch pick. For more than 20 years the Aguirre family has been serving Denver reasonably priced authentic Mexican comfort fare with a side of old-fashioned hospitality. Winner of numerous awards, including status as one of the Wall Street Journal’s top 15 nachos in the nation (we agree; they were mouth-watering), Rosa Linda’s also does excellent chile rellenos and mole. The menu includes plenty of vegetarian and health-conscious choices (check out the whole-wheat grilled cactus burrito).



Spend night two in the heart of LoDo, at the [image: ] Jet Hotel. Priced for partying, this slick minimalist boutique in the heart of LoDo is all about fun, especially on weekends. That’s when Denver’s beautiful people come for the slumber party with bottle-service experience. Rooms are Zen humble, with thick white comforters and dark shades to block out the light and noise. Lobby bar the [image: ] Jet Lounge is where you should have predinner drinks. It features a bedroom-meets-house-party vibe, especially late at night – think candles, couches and weekend DJs. If you’re not into all-night ragers come during the week, when the hotel attracts a quieter, more business-oriented crowd who come for the cheap rooms.



Eat dinner just down the street at longtime favorite the [image: ] Vesta Dipping Grill. Pick a type of meat, then choose from 30 sauces to dip it into. It’s a simple concept that works exceedingly well, creating melt-in-your mouth dishes – many Asian inspired – served in relaxed and funky environs. Afterwards it’s time to hit up the [image: ] Grizzly Rose, a legendary country-music club just north of city limits on I-25 that makes for a fitting rowdy and authentic ending spot to this Mile High adventure. It is one kick-ass honky-tonk, attracting real cowboys from as far as Cheyenne. The Country Music Association and Playboy Magazine have both named it the best country bar in America. If you’ve never experienced line dancing, there’s no better place to put on the boots, grab the Stetson and let loose.

Becca Blond

 




TRIP INFORMATION



GETTING THERE

Denver is on I-25, 100 miles south of Cheyenne, Wyoming.



DO

Black American West Museum & Heritage Center

African American contributions in the West during the 1800s are often overlooked. [image: ] 303-292-2566; 3091 California St; adult/student $8/6; [image: ] 10am-2pm Mon-Fri, 10am-5pm Sat & Sun, closed Mon & Tue winter

Colorado State Capitol

Free 45-minute tours: meet at the north (Colfax) entrance. [image: ] 303-866-2604; cnr Broadway & E Colfax Ave; [image: ] 7am-5:30pm Mon-Fri

Denver Art Museum

One of the USA’s largest Native American art collections. [image: ] 720-865-5000; www.denverartmuseum.org; 100 W 14th Ave; adult/student $13/10; [image: ] 10am-5pm Tue-Sat, 10am-9pm Wed, noon-5pm Sun

Tattered Cover Bookstore

Massive and bursting with books. [image: ] 303-436-1070; 1628 16th St; [image: ] 6:30am-9pm Mon-Fri, 9am-9pm Sat, 10am-6pm Sun

Urbanistic Tea and Bike Shop

More than 140 teas plus cycles galore. [image: ] 303-561-3025; 3215 Lowell Blvd; [image: ] 9am-7pm Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm Sat, 11am-5pm Sun

Watson’s Liquor and Grocery

Looking for whiskey and an old Western? This homegrown business sells both. [image: ] 303-837-1366; 900 Lincoln St; [image: ] 8am-midnight Mon-Fri, 10am-midnight Sat, 10am-8pm Sun



EAT & DRINK

Church

There’s nothing like ordering a smart cocktail inside an old cathedral. [image: ] 303-832-3538; 1160 Lincoln St; cover $10

Corridor 44

Denver’s only champagne bar serves 100 types of bottled sparkling grape along with savory bits and small-plate dishes. [image: ] 303-893-0044; 1433 Larimer Sq; mains $9-25; [image: ] 3pm-2am

Grizzly Rose

This kick-ass honky-tonk is famous for bringing in huge industry stars – Willie Nelson, LeAnn Rimes – and only charging $10.[image: ] 303-295-1330; 5450 N Valley Hwy; cover $5-10

Rosa Linda’s Mexican Café

Mexican comfort staples and old-fashioned hospitality. [image: ] 303-455-0608; 2005 W 33rd Ave; mains $6-12; [image: ] 11.30am-10pm; [image: ]

Vesta Dipping Grill

Choose a meat then one of 30 dipping sauces. Funky Vesta is a favorite date spot. [image: ] 303-296-1970; 1822 Blake St; mains $15-25; [image: ] 5-10:30pm

Walnut Café

Denver’s top breakfast/hangover-recovery joint. [image: ] 303-832-5108; 338 E Colfax Ave; mains $5-10; [image: ] 7am-1pm

Wynkoop Brewing Company

Juicy burgers and award-winning microbrews. [image: ] 303-297-2700; 1634 18th St; mains $7-20; [image: ] 11am-2am



SLEEP

Brown Palace Hotel

This distinguished historic landmark is the place to stay in Denver. [image: ] 303-297-3111, 800-321-2599; www.brownpalace.com; 321 17th St; r $150-500

Jet Hotel

Slick minimalist boutique, priced for partying. [image: ] 303-572-3300; www.thejethotel.com; 1612 Wazee St; r $100-200



USEFUL WEBSITES

www.denver.org
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Behind the Scenes

THIS BOOK



This book features trips from the original six titles in this series. Those trips were written by Ginger Adams Otis, Catherine Bodry, Jeff Campbell, Nate Cavalieri, Gregor Clark, Adam Karlin, Beth Kohn, Mariella Krause, Josh Krist, Emily Matchar, Bradley Mayhew, Kevin Raub, Adam Skolnick, Ryan Ver Berkmoes and Wendy Yanagihara. This guidebook was commissioned in Lonely Planet’s Oakland office and produced by the following:

Commissioning Editor Jennye Garibaldi

Coordinating Editor Kirsten Rawlings

Coordinating Cartographer Corey Hutchison

Coordinating Layout Designer Nicholas Colicchia

Managing Editor Bruce Evans

Managing Cartographers David Connolly, Alison Lyall

Managing Layout Designer Celia Wood

Assisting Editors Sarah Bailey, Kate James, Helen Koehne, Nigel Chin, Jeanette Wall

Assisting Layout Designer Jim Hsu

Cover Naomi Parker, lonelyplanetimages.com

Internal image research Sabrina Dalbesio, lonelyplanetimages.com

Project Manager Glenn van der Knijff



Thanks to David Burnett, Jay Cooke, Catherine Craddock, Heather Dickson, Owen Eszeki, Suki Gear, Mark Germanchis, Chris Girdler, Michelle Glynn, Brice Gosnell, James Hardy, Liz Heynes, Lauren Hunt, Laura Jane, John Mazzocchi, Wayne Murphy, Darren O’Connell, Julie Sheridan

THANKS

Sara Benson Biggest thanks to my dad and Mike for driving thousands of miles with me around Florida, and to Lee Britos for revealing Miami’s foodie secrets. I’m grateful to Jennye Garibaldi for expertly guiding this project, and to my co-authors for sharing their expertise – and lotsa laughs, too.



Amy Balfour Hearty thanks to those who shared their Great Plains expertise: Anne & Keene Pollard, Cindy Lovell, Hillary Wiessinger, Ron and Judy Elliott, Judy Dollard, Kelly Seed Bucceri, Molly Murphy, Marilyn Weiser, Bob Stein, and Molly and Geoffrey Baker. Thanks Jennye for a great assignment and Sam for answering all of my crazy questions.



Alison Bing Many thanks and California bear hugs to: road-tripper extraordinaire Jennye Garibaldi; coordinating author Sam Benson; fearless leaders Brice Gosnell and Heather Dickson; the Sanchez Writers’ Grotto for steady inspiration; and Marco Flavio Marinucci, for the best-ever bus ride.



Becca Blond Big thanks to my parents, David and Patricia Blond, without whose support I would never have made it through the last year. Also to my husband, Aaron, and our bulldog, Duke. I’d also like to thank Jason Spallek for his amazing generosity. At Lonely Planet, big thanks to Jennye Garibaldi for commissioning me on this important project, Sam Benson for being such a great coordinating author, my team of co-authors, and thanks so much to Kirsten Rawlings, Sarah Bailey and Corey Hutchison for their careful, extensive and awesome editing and cartography!




Jennifer Denniston Huge thanks to Lonely Planet colleagues – Jennye Garibaldi, Suki Gear, Alison Lyall, and fellow authors, especially Karla Zimmerman, David Ozanich, Amy C Balfour, Sam Benson, Alison Bing and Becca Blond. To Heather, endless thanks. Finally, thank you Rhawn, Anna and Harper, always willing to road trip and loving it almost as much as I do.




SEND US YOUR FEEDBACK

Got feedback? We’d love to hear your corrections, suggestions, compliments or complaints, so feel free to use our feedback form: lonelyplanet.com/contact.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your feedback comments in Lonely Planet products such as guidebooks, websites and digital products. If you send it in, then that counts as permission for us to use it. If you don’t want your name acknowledged, please let us know.

To read our privacy policy, visit lonelyplanet.com/privacy.







Lisa Dunford Thanks much to all my friends and family across Texas, especially to my beloved mother-in-law, Helen Dickman.



Alex Leviton A huge thanks goes to Carolinas, Georgia & the South Trips co-authors Emily Matchar, Adam Karlin and Kevin Raub. This time around, the thanks go to Sam Benson, Brandon Presser, Karla Zimmerman and the rest of the Tripper author crew, along with editor/author wrangler Jennye Garibaldi.



David Ozanich David thanks God. Also: Chris Tuttle, Nate Harris, Buck Drummond, Tim Federle, Jennye Garibaldi, his hilarious co-authors, Lonely Planet’s crack staff, and finally, most of all, Liza Minnelli.



Danny Palmerlee Big thanks to my editor Jennye Garibaldi for bringing me onboard and sending me into the remote corners of the Pacific Northwest once again. Pat, Leslie, thanks for your hot-spring trail tips! Sandra, Ben, thanks for the sound advice on coastal hideaways. And thank you to all the park rangers who fielded my endless barrage of questions.



Brandon Presser A big shout-out to my fab(lantic) co-authors and everyone at the Lonely Planet mothership! To Jennye: marry me.



Karla Zimmerman Many thanks to experts Josh Chicoine, J O’Leary and Miki Greenberg, plus Marie Bradshaw, Jim and Susan Stephan, and Don and Karen Zimmerman. Bucketloads of appreciation to Lonely Planeteers Sam Benson, Jennye Garibaldi, Amy Balfour and Alex Leviton for all the help. Thanks most to Eric Markowitz, the world’s best partner-for-life.
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