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Why is our travel information the best in the world? It’s simple: our authors are independent, dedicated travelers. They don’t research using just the internet or phone, and they don’t take freebies, so you can rely on their advice being well researched and impartial. They travel widely, to all the popular spots and off the beaten track. They personally visit thousands of hotels, restaurants, cafés, bars, galleries, palaces, museums and more – and they take pride in getting all the details right, and telling it how it is. Think you can do it? Find out how at lonelyplanet.com.
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48 Hours in New Orleans




TIME

2 days

BEST TIME TO GO

Feb – May

START

New Orleans, LA

END

New Orleans, LA







WHY GO Few destinations have as many sensational ways to kill time as the Crescent City. Its history runs deep, the colonial architecture is exquisite, there’s mouthwatering Cajun and Creole food, historic dive bars, a gorgeous countryside, and lashings of great free live music.





The Vieux Carre, or [image: ] French Quarter, is a good place to start your trip. At first it was just a tiny settlement on the river, surrounded by swamps and plantations. After the Louisiana Purchase prompted an influx of Anglo Americans, the French Quarter remained the heart of the Creole city, while white Americans settled Uptown. By the early 20th century the Quarter was a run-down working-class neighborhood and home to 12,000 people. But a 1930s preservation movement polished the old town houses and saved it from demolition. About 5000 people live here today.



Navigation remains a snap even though the grid was laid out in 1722. The narrow streets are lined with 19th-century Creole town houses and Victorian-era shotgun houses. You’ll see wooden shutters, ornate cast-iron balconies and courtyards as you explore an endless lineup of appealing restaurants, bars, shops and galleries.



Begin your Nawlins adventure with a tipple at [image: ] Lafitte’s Blacksmith Shop, set in one of the few 18th-century cottages to survive the French Quarter fires during the Spanish era. This candlelit hole-in-the-wall is purported to have been smuggler Jean Laffite’s workshop and French Quarter hideout. In the 20th century it became the favored watering hole of Tennessee Williams. Dine at [image: ] Felix’s Restaurant & Oyster Bar. It’s been serving fresh-shucked oysters and boiled crawfish (in season) for 55 years. Or head to [image: ] Coops, a Decatur St bar serving fantastic Cajun and Creole dishes. The fried chicken is particularly good.


[image: ]



Take 30 minutes and experience the cheesy go-go bars and mid-grade meat market scene that have colonized Bourbon St, one of the oldest streets in town. Then quickly seek some cleansing night music. [image: ] Preservation Hall is the place to hear authentic New Orleans jazz played by local masters. The hall is cramped and sweaty, plus there’s no bathroom, booze or snacks, so you’ll likely just take in one of the three 50-minute nightly sets. But when the seven-piece band blows, the roof rocks and the crowd goes wild. [image: ] One Eyed Jacks offers a hip, local scene attracting bands that vary from punk to gypsy jazz. The front bar room is swanky, but the main theater is absolutely stunning with early-20th-century chandeliers, an oval bar and tables topped with miniature lamps. It’s the perfect setting for the venue’s burlesque shows.



Bed down at the traditional [image: ] Andrew Jackson Hotel, set on the same property of the former courthouse where the beloved general and future president, who saved the city from British invaders during the War of 1812, was famously held in contempt of court in 1815. You’ll love the 18th-century courtyard, furnishings and gas lamp courtyard. Ask for one of the front 2nd-floor rooms with access to the veranda. It’s next to the Cornstalk Hotel, so you’ll hear horses trot by on occasion, which just adds to the charm.



In the morning swing by [image: ] Croissant D’Or for a breakfast of exquisite fresh-baked pastries. This is another locals’ joint hidden in plain sight and the perfect place to recalibrate after a long New Orleans evening. Then stroll over to [image: ] Jackson Square, where you’ll see a garden surrounding a monument to Andrew Jackson, the hero of the Battle of New Orleans, and the seventh president of the USA. But the real stars are the magnificent St Louis Cathedral and [image: ] Presbytere, designed in 1791 as the cathedral’s rectory. It now holds a permanent exhibit of vibrant masks and costumes, parade floats and historic photos called “Mardi Gras: It’s Carnival Time in New Orleans.”



Royal St is a fun scene on Saturdays, when motorized traffic is blocked and pedestrians rule. In addition to the weekly influx of street musicians, magicians and puppeteers there are elegant antique shops, art galleries and vintage dress and hat boutiques. Chartres St is another great shopping lane for ladies looking for dresses and another pair of heels. [image: ] Napoleon House makes for a cozy lunch spot. Rumor has it that after Napoleon was banished to St Helena, a band of New Orleans loyalists plotted to snatch him and set him up on the 3rd floor here (didn’t happen). An attractive bar set in a courtyard building erected in 1797, it has a back patio, crumbling stucco walls and extraordinary service.



After lunch walk to the [image: ] French Market. New Orleanians have been trading goods for over 200 years from this spot on the Mississippi’s riverbanks. In addition to [image: ] Café Du Monde (famous for serving beignets 24 hours a day for decades), where you can snack on fried and sugared beignets, there’s a flea market, permanent gift stalls geared to tourists and a produce market. Dine on spectacular Cajun fare at [image: ] Cochon in the Warehouse District, owned and operated by the reigning James Beard Southern Chef of the year (at the time of research), Donald Link. He serves a spectacular oyster roast and tasty cochon (Cajun spiced rice and sausage balls).



When darkness deepens, head to Frenchman St in the Faubourg Marigny District. This is where the locals party, and if you are staying in the Quarter, you can easily walk here. [image: ] Snug Harbor Bistro offers nightly live jazz. Sometimes it’s an authentic brass band augmented with West African drummers, but you’ll also find funky acid jazz and straight-ahead bop. The bar has an incredible selection of bourbon, tequila and rum. The [image: ] Spotted Cat is famous for “gypsy jazz”: electric guitar, clarinet and a rhythm section. If you’re lucky you’ll see some hot local dancers swing. If you crave a late-night meal, order the pulled pork po’boy at [image: ] 13 Monaghan. It’s not just an extraordinary sandwich, but an effective hangover vaccine.




ART ANYONE?

New Orleans’ Warehouse District, once a 19th-century industrial district where grain, coffee and produce were stored, fell into disrepair in the mid-20th century. But in 1976 the Contemporary Arts Center opened and launched a neighborhood revival. Artists rented lofts on the cheap, dozens of galleries sprang up, and the Warehouse District became known as the Arts District. Care to explore? Join the well-lubricated herd on Julia St for a district art walk on the first Saturday of every month.





If you feel like a new place to rest your head, consider the [image: ] Degas House on Esplanade Ridge. When Edgar Degas lived here he also produced the city’s most famous painting, The Cotton Exchange In New Orleans. The [image: ] W New Orleans in the Central Business District (CBD) is another fine choice. It’s modern and stylish, walking distance to countless restaurants and art galleries in the CBD, and just a streetcar ride away from the Garden District.



The [image: ] St Charles streetcar will take you up and down this famous avenue, through the CBD, to the Garden District and Uptown mansions. Peer through the gates on Prytania and Coliseum Sts (you’ll like Anne Rice’s house on First St) before walking up and down Magazine St. There are tremendous snacking and shopping opportunities here. [image: ] Agora Galleries has a sexy collection of retro 1940s-inspired dresses and jewelry. [image: ] Parasol’s, a neighborhood bar in the Garden District, has terrific roast beef po’boys.



If you make it all the way to Uptown, you can peruse the [image: ] New Orleans Museum of Art & Besthoff Sculpture Gardens, which has a permanent collection of over 40,000 pieces (paintings, sculpture, photography) from France, Africa, Japan and, of course, New Orleans, as well as edgy rotating exhibits and films, or just stroll beneath the old, mossy oaks in City Park. Before heading back to the CBD, stop into [image: ] Jacques Imos Café, one of the best-loved Creole and Cajun kitchens in the city.



You can also hop the Cemeteries streetcar from the CBD and take it to the above-ground tombs at the end of Canal St. The oldest, most famous and easiest to find is [image: ] St Louis Cemetery #1. But if it’s Sunday consider brunch at [image: ] Lil Dizzy’s, a laid-back neighborhood soul-food joint where you’ll find delicious waffles, buttery biscuits, savory shrimp omelettes and spicy hot sausage, in the working-class, predominantly African American Tremé District, which was hit hard by the Katrina floods.



Nearby the [image: ] Backstreet Cultural Museum documents African American cultural traditions such as Mardi Gras Indians, Jazz Funerals and Social Aid & Pleasure Clubs; you can find out where that Sunday’s Second Line Parade (Mardi Gras–style marching bands) might be. Or you may discover it in full bloom as you stroll through gritty Tremé.

Adam Skolnick




THE TRAGIC TOUR

It’s impossible to come to New Orleans without remembering Katrina and those caught in the floods. If you want a deeper view, take Grayline’s Hurricane Katrina tour. You’ll explore the vital Port of New Orleans, see the “breached” levee, and roll through the devastated Lower Ninth Ward. But you can also tour these neighborhoods by car on your own, or get a feel for ongoing reconstruction by visiting Habitat for Humanity’s Musicians Village and Global Green’s Eco Home.





 




TRIP INFORMATION



GETTING THERE

From Mississippi take Hwy 61 to the I-10. From the east take I-20 to I-59 to New Orleans.



Do

Agora Galleries

An elegant, fun and rambling antiques showroom. [image: ] 504-525-2240; 2240 Magazine St; [image: ] 11am-6pm

Backstreet Cultural Museum

This private, nonprofit museum in the Tremé District documents New Orleans African American cultural traditions. www.backstreetmuseum.org; 1116 St Claude Ave; admission $8; [image: ] 10am-5pm Tue-Sat; [image: ]

New Orleans Museum of Art & Besthoff Sculpture Gardens

The city’s preeminent museum. The sculpture garden is free. [image: ] 504-658-4100; www.noma.org; 1 Collins Dibol Circle; adult/senior/child $8/7/3, out-of-state admission $16/15/10; [image: ] 10am-5pm Thu-Sun, noon-8pm Wed, closed Mon & Tue; [image: ]

One Eyed Jacks

One of the Quarter’s younger, hipper scenes presents everything from burlesque theater to punk rock bands. [image: ] 504-569-8361; www.oneeyedjacks.net; 615 Toulouse St; cover $5-15; [image: ] 2pm-6am

Presbytere

The old St Louis rectory houses a terrific Mardi Gras museum. [image: ] 504-568-6968; 751 Chartres St; adult/senior & student/under 12yr $6/5/free; [image: ] 9am-5pm Tue-Sun; [image: ]

Preservation Hall

Traditional, and consistently great, live New Orleans jazz in a cramped, sweaty music hall in the Quarter. [image: ] 504-522-2841; www.preservationhall.com; 726 St Peter St; admission $10; [image: ] 8am-11pm; [image: ]

Snug Harbor Bistro

At the time of writing, this was the best jazz club on Frenchman. And that’s saying something. [image: ] 504-949-0696; www.snugjazz.com; 626 Frenchman St; cover $5-25; [image: ] 5pm-3am

Spotted Cat

The early-days jazz always delivers, and it’s free. [image: ] 504-943-3887; 623 Frenchman St; [image: ] 4pm-late

St Louis Cemetery #1

New Orleans’ oldest cemetery is where all the city’s original luminaries, like Marie Laveau, are buried. Easy Rider’s acid trip was shot here. [image: ] 504-525-3377; www.saveourcemeteries.org; 501 Basin St; admission free; [image: ] 8am-3pm; [image: ]

Trashy Diva

The rebellious name doesn’t do these retro-designer dresses justice. [image: ] 504-299-3939; www.trashydiva.com; 2048 Magazine St; [image: ] noon-6pm Mon-Sat, 1-5pm Sun



Eat & Drink

Café Du Monde

The floors are coated with powdered sugar from the famous beignets at this 24-hour French Quarter café. [image: ] 504-525-4544; www.cafedumonde.com; 800 Decatur St; beignets $1.75; [image: ] 24hr

Cochon

This James Beard–approved hot spot serves up succulent Cajun cuisine. The cochon (fried rice balls mixed with sausage) and the wood-fired oysters rock! [image: ] 504-588-2123; www.cochonrestaurant.com; 930 Tchoupitoulas St; dishes $7-22; [image: ] 11am-10pm Mon-Fri, 5:30-10pm Sat; [image: ]

Coops

Insanely good regional pub grub. The fried chicken and redfish dinners with red beans and rice are fantastic. [image: ] 504-525-9053; www.coopsplace.net; 1109 Decatur St; mains $10-15; [image: ] 11am-late

Croissant D’Or

A quiet French-run patisserie with wonderful stuffed croissants (sweet and savory) and exquisite quiche. [image: ] 504-524-4663; 617 Ursulines Ave; pastries $2-5; [image: ] 7am-5pm; [image: ]

Felix’s Restaurant & Oyster Bar

Has the best freshly shucked oysters in the Quarter. [image: ] 504-522-4440; www.felixs.com; 739 Iberville St; mains $7-18; [image: ] 10am-10pm Mon-Thu, 10am-midnight Fri & Sat, 10am-9pm Sun; [image: ]

Jacques Imos Café

Superb Creole and Cajun cooking in Uptown. The steaks are exceptional, and enjoy the deep-fried po’boy if you dare. [image: ] 504-861-0886; www.jacquesimoscafe.com; 8324 Oak St; mains $15-29; [image: ] 5:30-10pm Mon-Thu, 5:30-10:30pm Fri & Sat, closed Sun

Lafitte’s Blacksmith Shop

Bourbon St’s most historic and soulful watering hole. [image: ] 504-523-0066; 941 Bourbon St; [image: ] noon-late

Lil Dizzy’s

This classic New Orleans soul food haunt is famous for its lunch buffets and Sunday brunch. [image: ] 504-569-8997; 1500 Esplanade Ave; mains $12; [image: ] 7am-2pm; [image: ]

Napoleon House

Wonderfully timeworn French Quarter institution just off Jackson Sq. [image: ] 504-524-9752; 500 Chartres St; mains $9-15; [image: ] 11am-5pm Mon, 11am-midnight Tue-Thu, 11am-1am Fri & Sat, 11am-7pm Sun

Parasol’s

This neighborhood bar and eatery in the Garden District has a dozen po’boys on the menu. Order the roast beef. [image: ] 504-899-2054; www.parasols.com; 2533 Constance St; po’boys $6-9; [image: ] 11am-late; [image: ]



SLEEP

Andrew Jackson Hotel

A comfortable hotel in the Quarter. Rooms on the 2nd floor with balcony access are best. [image: ] 800-654-0224; www.frenchquarterinns.com; 919 Royal St; r from $100; [image: ]

Degas House

The famous French artist lived here in the 1870s. Rooms are older but large and comfortable, and suites have fireplaces and balconies. [image: ] 504-821-5009; www.degashouse.com; 2306 Esplanade Ave; r from $149; [image: ]

W New Orleans

Rooms on the upper reaches and the rooftop pool have insane Mississippi River views. [image: ] 504-525-9444; www.whotels.com; 333 Poydras St; d from $210



USEFUL WEBSITES

www.experienceneworleans.com
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Managing Editor Bruce Evans
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