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LONELY PLANET AUTHORS

Why is our travel information the best in the world? It’s simple: our authors are independent, dedicated travelers. They don’t research using just the internet or phone, and they don’t take freebies, so you can rely on their advice being well researched and impartial. They travel widely, to all the popular spots and off the beaten track. They personally visit thousands of hotels, restaurants, cafés, bars, galleries, palaces, museums and more – and they take pride in getting all the details right, and telling it how it is. Think you can do it? Find out how at lonelyplanet.com.
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48 Hours in Seattle




TIME

2 days

BEST TIME TO GO

Apr – Aug

START

Downtown Seattle

END

Downtown Seattle







WHY GO A little rain never hurt anybody. All the more reason to stroll through a museum or linger over coffee. The second the sun comes out, you’ll relish your time outdoors all the more, and the nonstop spectacle of rhododendron and evergreens will make the rain all seem worthwhile.





The heavily caffeinated Seattle coffee drinker isn’t just a stereotype: Seattleites drink it all day long and lots of it so they can power through weather-induced energy lags. So start this trip the way locals start their every day: with a latte. You’ll find chain coffee shops on every corner, but [image: ] Zeitgeist Coffee, located in a converted warehouse space in downtown, is a great place to hang out and get caffeinated.



If you need something a little more solid to sustain you, head straight to [image: ] Salumi. Known for their cured meats and cheeses, this deli owned by Mario Batali’s dad serves downright addictive sandwiches that have people lining up out the door. They close at four and are only open Tuesday through Friday, so depending on your timing, this might be your only chance to indulge.



Ready for a little culture? The [image: ] Seattle Art Museum is the place to get it. The collections span multiple genres, from modern to tribal to classic. Whether it’s Warhol’s version of a gun-slinging Elvis, Northwestern totem poles, or flowery stained glass, everyone will find something they wish they owned.



When you’re done, pop around the corner and check out the [image: ] Seattle Public Library, one of the most dazzling modern structures in the city. The building is made almost entirely of diamond-shaped panes of glass, and, on certain days, it manages to feel sunnier indoors than out. Be sure to check out the wow-inducing, 12,000-sq-ft reading room with 40ft glass ceilings.


[image: ]





For dinner, make reservations for [image: ] Dahlia Lounge. It’s an institution, and one of those rare places that locals and tourists seem to agree on. With crimson walls, fabulous desserts, and celebrity chef Tom Douglas, it’s an easy choice for dinner, but, if nothing else, stop by and get something sweet to go from the Dahlia Bakery next door.



If there’s anything else besides coffee that Seattle is known for, it’s – well, you already know, it’s live music. Check out the local listings to see what’s playing. If you’re not sure where to start, try [image: ] Neumo’s for indie rock, [image: ] Tractor Tavern for rockabilly, alt country and acoustic, or [image: ] Chop Suey for an eclectic lineup that includes both live music and local DJs.




FUNKY FREMONT

If you have a few extra hours, head north to the neighborhood of Fremont – although let’s be clear: it seceded in 1994 and now the preferred title is “Republic of Fremont, Center of the Known Universe.” Its most famous denizen is the Fremont Troll, a concrete sculpture that lurks under the Aurora Bridge, but it’s also known for an art-filled Saturday Market and the Fremont Fair, a colorful street party held each year during the summer solstice.







By now, you’re surely ready for bed. Many travelers on a budget have found the [image: ] Green Tortoise Hostel – located mere steps from Pike’s Market – to be a cheap, pleasant and convenient place to bunk down for the night. Belltown’s [image: ] Ace Hotel is artsy in a hip, minimalist kind of way, although it’s more fit for heavy drinkers than light sleepers, since the downstairs bar is always hopping.




[image: ]

“One of my favorite things to do in Seattle is rent a kayak and go out on Lake Union, especially when the weather’s nice. You get great views of Downtown and the Space Needle, and you can row right by Gas Works Park, which has the neat old towers and generators from when it was a power plant.”

Tameika Taylor, Seattle, WA







A fairly recent addition to your sleeping options is the elegant [image: ] Arctic Club, opened in 2008. This historic building – known for decades as the “walrus building” for the plaster walrus medallions adorning the exterior – was established in 1908 as a men’s club for Klondike explorers. Now it’s a lavish hotel, where you can slumber in rooms that look like they could have been teleported from the 1920s.



The next morning, hit [image: ] Pike Place Market early so you can spend more time dodging flying fish and less time dodging hordes of people. Locals love it because you can buy fresh flowers, produce, and seafood. Out-of-towners love it because of its buzzing energy, and its big neon sign is a quintessential Seattle photo op.



Afterwards fuel up for a full day with breakfast at [image: ] 5 Spot in Queen Anne. The five spots in question refer to the five US regions from which the eatery takes inspiration, with a changing decor to match the mood. For a gastronomic homage to Seattle grunge scene, try the Red Flannel Hash.



You may have noticed that huge, crazily colorful building at the foot of the Space Needle that looks like a huge blob of children’s toys melted under a heat lamp. That would be the [image: ] Experience Music Project & Science Fiction Museum. Say what you will about Frank Gehry’s design (many already have), this pair of genre museums is a fun place to immerse yourself in rock and roll and/or sci-fi for one admission price.



The music side, while a little Seattle-centric, does have some significant memorabilia, as well as crazy stage costumes that include touches such as fur leg warmers or spiked codpieces. The sci-fi side has beamed up a multidimensional collection ranging from Klingons to The War of the Worlds to The Jetsons. (Geek out if you must.)



More caffeine? Coming right up. Head downtown to [image: ] Top Pot Doughnuts for some brew and something to dunk in it. Floor-to-ceiling windows and a mezzanine level make it an ideal place to people watch while you refuel.



If the weather is cooperating, head toward the water and check out the new [image: ] Olympic Sculpture Park, where the artwork and the view compete for your attention. This 9-acre strip of park gives you the chance to wander among major works of art in front of a backdrop of Puget Sound and the Olympic Mountains.



You’ve had your nice dinner out; now it’s time for some casual dining that’s uniquely Seattle: [image: ] Bimbo’s Cantina. They serve killer quesadillas and fab burritos in a funky, colorful room decorated in the wrestling theme of lucha libre. The music is always way too loud SO YOU’LL HAVE TO TALK LIKE THIS, but there will be plenty of time to chat later and the carbs will come in handy as you end your evening with a good, old-fashioned pub crawl.



A delicious, next-morning follow-up to what we hope was a satisfying evening is brunch at [image: ] Etta’s Seafood. Their Bloody Mary’s have a huge following among the late-night crowd, and their eggs benedict with fresh Dungeness crab make everything all feel better.






[image: ]

Ballard is known for its nightlife, but if you’ve been there, done that, head south to Georgetown and a row of worthwhile watering holes that are ideal for pub-hopping. Georgetown Liquor Company (www.georgetownliquorcompany.com) offers industrial-chic design, retro video games and a hipster scene. Jules Maes Saloon is an old-fashioned saloon stocked with punk rockers and tattoos. And Smarty-pants (www.smartypantsseattle.com) has a thriving sports-bike scene. Mix them together and you’ve got Nine Pound Hammer (www.ninepoundhammer.com), a reassuring blend of hipster, punk, biker and you.





Book lovers shouldn’t miss [image: ] Elliott Bay Bookstore. Taking up an entire block near Pioneer Square, it’s one of those great independent bookstores with warmth, character, author events, and displays that help you find something even if you don’t know what you’re looking for. (There’s also a café in the basement, so you really can kill a whole afternoon if you want.)



Finally, we end our trip where it began: with coffee. And, believe it or not, we’re actually going to suggest a [image: ] Starbucks. The first-ever store is located downtown right near Pike’s Market. It’s small, and it’s usually packed, but remember: before it became the megachain that it is, it was once part of what was unique about Seattle.

Mariella Krause

 




TRIP INFORMATION



GETTING THERE

To get to Seattle from Portland, drive 175 miles north on I-5. From Vancouver, drive 140 miles south on Hwy 99 and I-5.

DO

Chop Suey

The intimate setting with kitschy Asian touches makes this a great place for catching up-and-coming indie artists. [image: ] 206-324-8005; www.chopsuey.com; 1325 E Madison St; admission $5-15; [image: ] 7pm-2am, door times vary

Elliott Bay Bookstore

This huge independent bookstore is ideal for browsing on a rainy afternoon. [image: ] 206-624-6600; www.elliottbaybook.com; 101 S Main St; [image: ] 9:30am-9pm Mon-Sat, 11am-7pm Sun

Experience Music Project & Science Fiction Museum

One admission gets you into both, and there’s plenty of memorabilia to keep you amused. [image: ] 877-367-7361; www.empsfm.org; 325 5th Ave N; adult/youth, student & senior/under 5yr $15/12/free; [image: ] 10am-7pm

Neumo’s

It gets hot and crowded, sure, but their lineup keeps people coming back. [image: ] 206-709-9467; www.neumos.com; 925 E Pike St; admission $7-21; [image: ] schedule varies

Olympic Sculpture Park

When the sun comes out, you don’t want to be inside an art museum. [image: ] 206-654-3100; 2901 Western Ave; admission free; [image: ] sunrise-sunset

Pike Place Market

Come watch the fishmongers tossing huge king salmon, and soak in the Seattle atmosphere. [image: ] 206-682-7453; www.pikeplacemarket.org; 1501 Pike Pl; admission free; [image: ] stores 10am-6pm Mon-Sat, 11am-5pm Sun

Seattle Art Museum

This excellent museum, which doubled in size in 2007, packs in everything from tribal masks to tea cups. [image: ] 206-654-3100; www.seattleartmuseum.org; 1300 1st Ave; adult/senior/student/under 12yr $15/12/9/free; [image: ] 10am-5pm Tue-Sun, 10am-9pm Thu & Fri, closed Tue in winter

Seattle Public Library

When everyone says you have to go to the library, you know it must be good. [image: ] 206-386-4636; www.spl.org; 1000 4th Ave; [image: ] 10am-8pm Mon-Wed, 10am-6pm Thu-Sat, 1-5pm Sun

Tractor Tavern

Check out live rockabilly, alt country and acoustic sets (but be prepared to stand). [image: ] 206-789-3599; www.tractortavern.com; 5213 Ballard Ave NW; admission $6-20; [image: ] door times vary



EAT

5 Spot

Huge portions and a cute neon sign make this local spot a favorite. [image: ] 206-285-7768; www.chowfoods.com/five/; 1502 Queen Anne Ave N; mains $8-14; [image: ] breakfast, lunch & dinner

Bimbo’s Cantina

Killer burritos in a fun, loud atmosphere that’s decorated in a lucha libre style. [image: ] 206-322-9950; 1013 E Pike St; mains $6-10; [image: ] kitchen noon-midnight, cantina to 2am

Dahlia Lounge

Chef Tom Douglas is Seattle’s favorite foodie; at least come for dessert. [image: ] 206-682-4142; www.tomdouglas.com; 2001 4th Ave; mains $24-38; [image: ] brunch Sat & Sun, lunch Mon-Fri, dinner Mon-Sat

Etta’s Seafood

Make reservations for this popular seafood spot near Pike’s Place Market. [image: ] 206-443-6000; www.tomdouglas.com; 2020 Western Ave; mains $12-25; [image: ] lunch & dinner Mon-Sat, brunch 9am-3pm Sat & Sun

Salumi

Hope for a table in this tiny deli, but be prepared to take your sandwiches to go. [image: ] 206-621-8772; www.salumicuredmeats.com; 309 3rd Ave S; mains $7-14; [image: ] 11am-4pm Tue-Fri

Top Pot Doughnuts

Whether or not this place serves the finest coffee in town, it’s definitely got the best doughnuts. [image: ] 206-728-1966; 2124 5th Ave; [image: ] 6am-7pm Mon-Fri, 7am-7pm Sat & Sun



DRINK

Starbucks

Once it was a little independent coffee shop. [image: ] 206-448-8762; 1912 Pike Pl; [image: ] 6am-9pm Mon-Fri, 6:30am-9pm Sat & Sun (reduced hrs in winter)

Zeitgeist Coffee

Zeitgeist will keep you from going to a chain you have at home. [image: ] 206-583-0497; www.zeitgeistcoffee.com; 171 S Jackson St; [image: ] 6am-7pm Mon-Fri, 8am-7pm Sat & Sun

SLEEP

Ace Hotel

Stylish and modern, this place has the feel of a converted loft that your artist friend owns. [image: ] 206-448-4721; www.acehotel.com; 2423 1st Ave; r $75-199

Arctic Club

Nostalgia is just one of the amenities of this plush, retro hotel; don’t miss the Dome Room’s leaded-glass ceiling. [image: ] 206-340-0340; www.arcticclubhotel.com; 700 3rd Ave; r $90-250

Green Tortoise Hostel

Located just steps from Pike’s Place Market, this place has got the best location and the lowest prices in town. [image: ] 206-340-1222; www.greentortoise.net; 105 Pike St; d $28-32



USEFUL WEBSITES

www.thestranger.com

www.visitseattle.org
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This book features trips from the original six titles in this series. Those trips were written by Ginger Adams Otis, Catherine Bodry, Jeff Campbell, Nate Cavalieri, Gregor Clark, Adam Karlin, Beth Kohn, Mariella Krause, Josh Krist, Emily Matchar, Bradley Mayhew, Kevin Raub, Adam Skolnick, Ryan Ver Berkmoes and Wendy Yanagihara. This guidebook was commissioned in Lonely Planet’s Oakland office and produced by the following:

Commissioning Editor Jennye Garibaldi

Coordinating Editor Kirsten Rawlings

Coordinating Cartographer Corey Hutchison

Coordinating Layout Designer Nicholas Colicchia

Managing Editor Bruce Evans

Managing Cartographers David Connolly, Alison Lyall

Managing Layout Designer Celia Wood

Assisting Editors Sarah Bailey, Kate James, Helen Koehne, Nigel Chin, Jeanette Wall

Assisting Layout Designer Jim Hsu

Cover Naomi Parker, lonelyplanetimages.com

Internal image research Sabrina Dalbesio, lonelyplanetimages.com

Project Manager Glenn van der Knijff
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