
    
      [image: full page image for How to use this guide]
    

  
    
      [image: full page image for cover]
    

  
    
      [image: full page image for in this guide page]
    

  
    
      Contents

      
        PLAN YOUR TRIP

        
          
            Welcome to Las Vegas
          

          
            Las Vegas Highlights Map
          

          
            Las Vegas’ Top Experiences
          

          
            Top Days in Las Vegas
          

          
            Month by Month
          

          
            What’s New
          

          
            Get Inspired
          

          
            Need to Know
          

        

      

      
        DISCOVER LAS VEGAS

        
          
            The Strip
          

          
            Mandalay Bay
          

          
            Luxor
          

          
            New York–New York
          

          
            MGM Grand
          

          
            CityCenter
          

          
            Planet Hollywood
          

          
            Paris–Las Vegas
          

          
            Bellagio
          

          
            Caesars Palace
          

          
            Mirage
          

          
            Venetian & Palazzo
          

          
            Wynn & Encore
          

          
            Treasure Island
          

          
            Downtown & Fremont St
          

          
            East of the Strip
          

          
            West of the Strip
          

          
            Day Trips
          

        

      

      
        LAS VEGAS IN FOCUS

        
          
            Las Vegas Today
          

          
            History
          

          
            Family Travel
          

          
            Dining in Vegas
          

          
            Drinking & Entertainment
          

          
            Shopping
          

          
            Gambling
          

          
            Sports & Activities
          

        

      

      
        SURVIVAL GUIDE

        
          
            
                Sleeping
            
          

          
            
                Transport
            
          

          
            
                Directory
            
          

        

      

    

  
    
      [image: full page image for advertisement page]
      
        
        
      
    

  
    
      [image: plan-dots-gif]
    

    Plan Your Trip

    
      WELCOME TO LAS VEGAS
    

    
      LAS VEGAS HIGHLIGHTS MAP
    

    
      LAS VEGAS’ TOP 15 EXPERIENCES
    

    
      TOP DAYS IN LAS VEGAS
    

    
      MONTH BY MONTH
    

    
      WHAT’S NEW
    

    
      GET INSPIRED
    

    
      NEED TO KNOW
    

  
    
        Top of chapter

[image: plan-dots-gif]
            
                Welcome to Las Vegas
            

        

        
            It’s three in the morning when you spot an Elvis look-alike sauntering by arm-in-arm with a glittering showgirl. A bride in a long white dress shrieks ‘blackjack!’ as a stoic blue-haired granny feeds nickels into a slot machine while throwing back a gin and tonic. It’s a surreal, Technicolor-tinged fantasy straight out of the movies – there’s only one place you could be.
        

        
        
            Vegas, baby: it’s the ultimate escape. It’s the only place you can spend the night partying in ancient Rome, wake up in Paris and brunch under the Eiffel Tower, watch an erupting volcano at sunset and get married in a pink Cadillac at midnight. Double down with the high rollers, browse couture or tacky souvenirs, sip a neon 3ft-high margarita or a frozen vodka martini set on a bar made of ice – it’s all here for the taking.
        

        
            Time is irrelevant in Sin City. There are
            no clocks inside casinos, just never-ending buffets, ever-flowing drinks and adrenaline-fueled gaming tables. 
            Almost any desire can be gratified instantly, since the USA’s fastest-growing metropolis and its luxe mega-resorts stand ready to cater to your every whim 24/7. Emptying your wallet never felt so damn good.

        
            The landscape is a constantly shifting paradox. It’s a volatile cocktail of dueling forces: sophistication and smut, risk and reward, boom and bust. That’s all part of its charm. Head downtown to explore Vegas’ nostalgic beginnings and its cultural renaissance of vintage shops and cocktail bars where local culture thrives, then detour off the Strip to find intriguing museums celebrating Vegas’ neon, atomic-fueled past.
        

        
            America’s dirty little secret or dream factory? Vegas is both – and remains a bastion of hangover-inducing weekends for people from all walks of life. You can reinvent yourself a hundred times over or hide out with your lover in a hotel room for days. It doesn’t matter if you play the penny slots or drop a bankroll every night – you’ll probably leave town convinced you’ve had the time of your life.
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            Cruising the Strip (Click here)



      
            Rolling into Vegas is a classic experience – play it right and you’ll feel like you’re cruising through a movie set. If you’re behind the wheel as a Sin City first-timer, arrive after dark. As you approach the city, pull over and admire the neon glow from afar. Then exit off the interstate and cruise the length of Las Vegas Blvd (aka the Strip), taking in the glowing beacon of the Luxor, the Marilyn Monroe impersonators and the soaring Eiffel Tower.
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          BRIDGET GLEESON ©
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            Cirque du Soleil’s O (
            Click here
            )
        

    

    
      
            Cirque du Soleil is made for Las Vegas, where spectacle is the name of the game, and the aquatic 
                O
            
            at Bellagio is the hottest ticket in town. Whimsical costumes, high-flying aerial acrobatics, high dives and incredibly artful synchronized swimming create an electrifying, often heart-pounding, atmosphere. If you’re not ready to splash out for a pair of tickets, opt for the slightly more affordable avant-garde circus antics at the otherworldly 
                Mystère
             
            (Click here
            ), the martial-arts-inspired 
                Kà
             
            (Click here
            ) or the whimsical Beatles-themed 
                LOVE
             
            (Click here
            ).
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          Bellagio (designers: DeRuyter Butler and Atlandia Design)
LEE FOSTER ©
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            Celebrity Chefs
        

    

    
      
            Celebrity chefs are all the rage in Vegas and the new foodie hot spot is the design-centric CityCenter and adjacent Cosmopolitan Hotel. Heavy-hitting restaurants include Japanese chef Masayoshi Takayama’s Bar Masa (
            Click here
            ); Shawn McClain’s farm-to-table Sage (
            Click here
            ); tapas bar Julian Serrano (
            Click here
            ); the Michelin-starred Jean Georges Steakhouse (
            Click here
            ); Twist by Pierre Gagnaire (
            Click here
            ); and José Andrés’ China Poblano (
            Click here
            ).
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          Julian Serrano’s tapas bar at ARIA
HELEN SESSIONS/ALAMY ©
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                Replica Architecture
            

            
                CAESARS PALACE
            

            
                Mini-Colosseum and 
                Roman statuary. (Click here
                )
            

            
                LUXOR
            

            
                A pyramid and giant sphinx. (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                NEW YORK–NEW YORK
            

            
                Empire State Building and the Statue of Liberty. (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                PARIS–LAS VEGAS
            

            
                Two words: Eiffel Tower. (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                VENETIAN
            

            
                Grand canals and a 
                towering campanile. (Click here
                )
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            Shopping at Fashion Show (
            Click here
            )
        

    

    
      
            The striking facade of this fashionistas’ favorite is an eye-catcher – from far away, it looks like a UFO has landed on Las Vegas Blvd. Inside, the shopping center’s offerings are fairly standard, but with a Sin City twist. British import Topshop, for example, carries a Vegas-specific accessories collection, just in case you’d like to hit the casinos with an English-style fascinator in the form of a red sequined queen of hearts.
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                    Pool Parties
                

                
                    MANDALAY BAY BEACH
                

                
                    Imported Californian sand, surf competitions and summertime concerts. (
                    Click here
                    )
                

                
                    REHAB SUNDAYS
                

                
                    A-list celebs, rock stars and costumed partygoers 
                    lounging poolside at Paradise Beach. (Click here
                    )
                

                
                    WET REPUBLIC
                

                
                    Bathing beauties, rockin’ DJs and pitchers of 
                    mojitos. (Click here
                    )
                

                
                    BARE
                

                
                    Adults-only pool lounge with mod chaise lounges and palm trees. (
                    Click here
                    )
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            Fabulous Pools
        

    

    
      
            In the race for the best swimming pool, the impressive complex at Mandalay Bay wins. ‘M-Bay’ (
            Click here
            ) features 2700 tons of imported southern Californian sand and 6ft-high artificial waves. Float away on a ‘lazy river’, hit the beachside casino or catch a concert under the stars. Other contenders include Hard Rock’s swim-up blackjack (
            Click here
            ) and Golden Nugget’s waterslide (
            Click here
            ).
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          The Tank and pool, Golden Nugget
LINDSAY HEBBERD/CORBIS ©
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            Playing Poker
        

    

    
      
            Texas hold’em came to Las Vegas when Texan Felton ‘Corky’ McCorquodale 
            introduced it at the long-departed California Club. It quickly became the game of choice among professionals, as the structure of the game allowed a good player to risk a relatively small amount of money to win potentially enormous pots. Where better to try your luck at poker than the larger-than-life MGM Grand (Click here
            ) and its top-rated poker room?
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            Bar-Hopping in Fremont East
        

    

    
      
            After you’ve dropped some serious cash on cocktails at the megaresorts, head down to Fremont East to throw back a few at some hip local watering holes. This buzzing nightlife enclave is dominated by the hipster-friendly Beauty Bar (
            Click here
            ), a ’60s-era salon turned into a live music venue; Griffin (
            Click here
            ), a fireplace-lit bohemian dive; and Downtown Cocktail Room (
            Click here
            ), a cool prohibition-inspired speakeasy. It’s a magnet for the art crowd on First Fridays (
            Click here
            ).

      
        [image: image]
        
          Beauty Bar and Don't Tell Mama on Fremont St
SUKI GEAR ©
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            Vintage Vegas
        

    

    
      
            As if Las Vegas was ashamed of its sordid but fascinating history, old-school casinos are being demolished and the heyday of outrageous theme hotels is almost over. This is 
            precisely why a trip to Circus Circus (Click here
            ) is so satisfying –
            one million vintage bulbs illuminate the entry to this campy casino with low-roller tables, a classic steakhouse, antique arcade games and free circus acts high over the casino floor. 
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                Only-in-Vegas Shops
            

            
                GAMBLER’S GENERAL STORE
            

            
                Poker chips and
                accessories galore. 
                (Click here
                )
            

            
                WILLIAMS COSTUME COMPANY
            

            
                Elvis jumpsuit costumes 
                for hire. (Click here
                )
            

            
                RAINBOW FEATHER 
                DYEING CO

            
                Showgirl boas in every color of the rainbow. (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                BONANZA GIFTS
            

            
                Self-proclaimed ‘largest gift shop in the world.’ (
                Click here
                )
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            Welcome to Las Vegas Sign (
            Click here
            )
        

    


    
      
            If the Luxor’s striking beacon or the shape of the Eiffel Tower on the skyline weren’t enough to warn you, this classic road sign – wishing you a warm ‘Welcome to Fabulous Las Vegas Nevada’ – confirms you have officially arrived in Sin City. The vintage landmark, designed by Betty Willis in the 1950s, 
            inspires frequent U-turns and obligatory photo ops. As you leave town with empty pockets and a possible hangover, the same sign cheerfully reminds you to ‘Come Back Soon.’
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                Hip Hotels
            

            
                ARIA
            

            
                High design and cool public art. (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                COSMOPOLITAN HOTEL
            

            
                A haven for moneyed hipsters. (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                THEHOTEL
            

            
                A stylish twist on 
                the classic M-Bay brand. (Click here
                )
            

            
                PALMS PLACE
            

            
                Sophisticated suites at the Palms. (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                HARD ROCK HOTEL
            

            
                Made for rock ’n’ rollers and pool-partiers. (
                Click here
                )
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            Fireside Lounge (
            Click here
            )
        

    

    
      
            When it’s 4am and your feet hurt, you’re in no mood for another trendy lounge. Take your lover by the hand and step inside Peppermill’s 24-hour Fireside Lounge, where the swingin’ 1970s never ended. Cooing couples nestle into low-lying couches and sip exotic tropical drinks beside the glow of candy-bright neon lights and faux, flickering fireplaces. If you’d rather nosh on French fries or down
            diner-style coffee, slide into a vinyl, crescent-shaped booth at the 
            deliciously retro Peppermill Coffee Shop (Click here
            ) next door. 
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            Clubbing at Tryst (
            Click here
            )
        

    

    
      
            Count on Steve Wynn to dream up the next big thing on the nightlife scene. His signature Wynn Las Vegas hotel is where the gorgeous Tryst is located, featuring a flowing waterfall, blood-red booths and plenty of space to dance, to ensure you have a killer time even if you don’t splurge on bottle service. The cascade doesn’t just make the place look cool –the mist literally cools you off after you’ve worked up a sweat on the 
            dance floor.
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            Springs Preserve (
            Click here
            )
        

    

    
      
            Detour off the Strip for a breath of fresh air and a fix of eco-conscious design at this educational complex. Situated on the site where now dry natural springs once fed 
                las vegas 
            (the meadows), and southern Paiutes and Spanish Trail traders set up camp, the Springs Preserve features family-friendly attractions such as the Origen Museum and the Desert Living Center, plus expanding bike trails, a farmers market, wildlife viewing and a cool vegetarian-oriented cafe.
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            Qua Baths & Spa (
            Click here
            )
        

    

    
      
            Indulge in bodily bliss at a modern oasis with an ancient Roman twist. Qua Baths & Spa at Caesars Palace has everything you desire, and more. Sweat out a hangover inside the cedar sauna. Take a dip in the Roman baths. Chill in the arctic room, where dry-ice snowflakes fall. Recline in the exotic tea lounge, made for socializing with the girls. In the Men’s Zone the guys can get a shave or have their muscles kneaded.

      
        [image: image]
        
          Treatment room, Qua Baths & Spa
WWW.ROUSEPHOTOGRAPHY.COM ©
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            Atomic Testing Museum (
            Click here
            )
        

    

    
      
            Recalling an era when the word atomic conjured modernity and mystery, the Smithsonian-run Atomic Testing Museum is a testament to the period in US history when the fantastical – and destructive – power of nuclear energy was tested just outside Las Vegas. After visiting the museum it’s almost possible to imagine 1950s gamblers and tourists picnicking on downtown casino rooftops while mushroom clouds rose on the horizon. Don’t skip the deafening Ground Zero Theater, which mimics a concrete test bunker.

      
        [image: image]
        
          Piece of NYC’s World Trade Center’s eastern tower from 9/11
JERRY ALEXANDER ©
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                Museums & Galleries
            

            
                MOB MUSEUM
            

            
                Traces the growth of 
                organized crime in America. (Click here
                )
            

            
                ATOMIC TESTING MUSEUM
            

            
                A throwback to Sin City’s bomb-happy heyday. (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                BELLAGIO GALLERY OF 
                FINE ART

            
                Petite but sophisticated art exhibits. (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                BURLESQUE HALL OF FAME
            

            
                Delve into the art of the striptease. (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                ORIGEN MUSEUM
            

            
                A dynamic interpretive center at the Springs Preserve. (
                Click here
                )
            

        

    

    

    
      

      [image: top-15]
            Fremont Street Experience (
            Click here
            )

    

    
Streaking down the center of Vegas’ historical Glitter Gulch gambling district, this five-block pedestrian mall is lined with old-school casinos and topped by an arched steel canopy. Hourly from dusk until midnight, the 1400ft-long canopy turns on a six-minute light and sound show. The shows are ridiculously cheesy but mesmerizing – and particularly exhilarating if you happen to be zooming by on the new Flightlinez Fremont zipline. 
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                Free Shows
            

            
                SIRENS OF TI
            

            
                Campy, sexed-up pirate hijinks. (Click here)
            

            
                MIRAGE VOLCANO
            

            
                The eruption heard round the Strip. (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                CIRCUS CIRCUS ACROBATS
            

            
                Trapeze acts above the casino floor. (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                FOUNTAINS OF BELLAGIO
            

            
                As seen in 
                    Ocean’s Eleven
                
                . (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                FREMONT STREET EXPERIENCE
            

            
                A chaotic canopy of light and sound. (
                Click here
                )
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                Top Days in 
                Las Vegas

        

        [image: image]Gondolas, Venetian (architect: KlingStubbins)
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            [image: image]
                Best of the Strip
            

            
                If you only have 24 hours in Las Vegas, stay on the beaten path, stepping into Sin City’s most classic casino-resorts. Work your way north along the Strip, strolling through mini versions of New York and Venice and dining in a faux Parisian bistro.
            

        

        [image: top-1] Mandalay Bay (Click here
            )
        

        
            The Strip starts here. Venture into the walk-through Shark Reef Aquarium, then ride the glass elevator to the top of the hotel for staggering views over Sin City.
        

        
            MANDALAY BAY [image: iconarrowgif] 
            NEW YORK–NEW YORK

        [image: iconbus01gif] Catch the Deuce north to New York–New York/MGM Grand.

        [image: top-2] New York–New York (Click here
            )
        

        
            Walk the Brooklyn Bridge, gaze at the Statue of Liberty and ride the Coney Island–style roller coaster.
        

        
            NEW YORK–NEW YORK [image: iconarrowgif] 
            PARIS–LAS VEGAS

        [image: iconbus01gif] Hop on the Deuce north to Paris–Las Vegas.

        [image: top-3] Lunch at 
            Paris–Las Vegas (Click here
            )
        

        
            Stop for a 
                croque madame
            
            and 
                pommes frites 
            at Mon Ami Gabi, then ride to the top of the Eiffel Tower.
        

        
            PARIS–LAS VEGAS [image: iconarrowgif] 
            BELLAGIO

        
            
            [image: headingiconwalkgif]  Cross the skybridge, then head north.
        

        [image: top-4] Bellagio (Click here
            )
        

        
            Admire the glass flowers on the lobby 
            ceiling, then visit the Bellagio Conservatory before catching the beautiful Fountains of Bellagio show.

        
            BELLAGIO [image: iconarrowgif] 
            CAESARS PALACE

        
            
            [image: headingiconwalkgif] Take the skybridge spanning Flamingo Rd.
        

        [image: top-5] Caesars Palace (Click here
            )
        

        
            After ogling the statuary and ceiling frescoes in the casino, stroll through the luxe Forum Shops past the Colosseum. Indulge in frozen hot chocolate on the Stripside patio at Serendipity 3.
        

        
            CAESARS PALACE [image: iconarrowgif] 
            MIRAGE

        
            
            [image: headingiconwalkgif] Walk north to the Mirage.
        

        [image: top-6] Mirage (Click here
            )
        

        
            Gawk at the exploding volcano then head inside for a drink at the Beatles-themed Revolution Lounge.
        

        
            MIRAGE [image: iconarrowgif] 
            VENETIAN & PALAZZO

        
            
            [image: headingiconwalkgif] Walk to the Venetian via a skybridge.
        

        [image: top-7] Venetian & Palazzo (Click here
            )
        

        
            Soak up the charm of 
                La Serenissima
            
            aboard a gondola, then sip 
                barolo 
            on the terrace of the Palazzo’s happening Lavo lounge.
        

    

      

        [image: image]Downtown's Glitter Gulch
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            [image: image]
                Vintage Vegas
            

            
                So you like showgirls, old-school casinos, vintage neon signs and dive bars more than cutting-edge design and celebrity chefs? No problem. Explore Sin City’s seedy past in retro 24-hour diners, neon-lit downtown and at campy shows where performers wear little more than rhinestones and eye shadow.
            

        

        [image: top-1] Bally’s (Click here
            )
        

        
            See the hot-pink feathers and rhinestone-bedecked headdresses of old-school Vegas showgirls at Bally’s Backstage Tour, then score tickets to 
                Jubilee!
             
            to see the women in action.

        
            BALLY’S [image: iconarrowgif] 
            HARRAH’S/IMPERIAL PALACE

        Take the monorail two stops north to Harrah’s/Imperial Palace.

        [image: top-2] Harrah’s/Imperial Palace (Click here
            )
        

        
            Outdoor Carnaval Court is the place for yard-long strawberry daiquiris and deep-fried pickles; it’s crowded with rowdy Spring Breakers and bachelorette parties.
        

        
            HARRAH’S/IMPERIAL PALACE [image: iconarrowgif] 
            TREASURE ISLAND

        
            
            [image: headingiconwalkgif] Cross the Strip via skybridge, then walk north about 10 minutes.
        

        [image: top-3] Treasure Island (Click here
            )
        

        
            For a heady dose of Vegas camp and scantily clad babes lip-synching their lines, catch the free, pyrotechnic-heavy 
                Sirens of TI
            
            , or just check out the pirate ships floating in front of the resort.
        

        
            TREASURE ISLAND [image: iconarrowgif] 
            CIRCUS CIRCUS

        [image: iconbus01gif] Ride the Deuce north to Circus Circus.

        [image: top-4] Circus Circus (Click here
            )
        

        
            Have an ice-cream sundae at the vintage Horse-A-Round Bar, immortalized in 
                Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas
            
            , while watching old-fashioned circus performers do trapeze tricks above the casino floor, then pop your quarters into antique arcade games.
        

        
            CIRCUS CIRCUS [image: iconarrowgif]
            PEPPERMILL 
            COFFEE SHOP

        [image: iconbus01gif] The Deuce takes you from Circus Circus to the northernmost Strip, passing the Sahara on the way.

        [image: top-5] Coffee Break at the Peppermill (Click here
            )
        

        
            While traveling north along Las Vegas Blvd, glimpse the shuttered Sahara casino-resort, an Arabian Nights–themed extravaganza that was once a symbol of Vegas glamour. Then slide into a vinyl booth at the retro Peppermill for coffee or comfort food.
        

        
            PEPPERMILL COFFEE SHOP [image: iconarrowgif] 
            FREMONT ST

        [image: iconbus01gif] Hop on the Deuce or take a quick taxi ride to Fremont St.

        [image: top-6] Fremont Street Experience (Click here
            )
        

        
            Revel in the neon lights, cheesy Elvis
            impersonators, flashing casinos and 
            bellowing zipliners overhead. Don’t miss the vintage neon signs – especially the martini glass and high heel – near the entrance of Fremont East.

        
            FREMONT ST [image: iconarrowgif] 
            FREMONT EAST

        
            
            [image: headingiconwalkgif] Walk to the intersection of Fremont St and Las Vegas Blvd to Fremont East.
        

        [image: top-7] Fremont East (Click here
            )
        

        
            Bar-hop around downtown Vegas classics, from divey Griffin to hipster-haven Beauty Bar before finishing the evening with a prohibition-inspired libation at the classy Downtown Cocktail Room. It’s a prime chance to see local hipsters in their natural habitat.
        

    

      

        [image: image]Crystals shopping center (designer: Studio Daniel
Libeskind & Rockwell Group), CityCenter
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            [image: image]
                Style in Sin City
            

            
                Vegas isn’t all smoky casinos and themed hotels – hipsters and design geeks have a place here too, from the public art collection at the Gold Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)–certified CityCenter to the fanciful cocktail bars facing the otherworldly Lake of Dreams at the Wynn.
            

        

        [image: top-1] CityCenter (Click here
            )
        

        
            The ARIA casino-resort is an architectural showpiece with striking restaurants and a fabulous public art collection – check out the massive silver sculpture behind the front desk. Next door, Crystals shopping center is a futuristic space with a contemporary tree house and kid-friendly water exhibits.
        

        
            CITYCENTER [image: iconarrowgif] 
            COSMOPOLITAN HOTEL

        
            
            [image: headingiconwalkgif] Walk to the Cosmopolitan via skybridge.
        

        [image: top-2] Cosmopolitan Hotel 
            (Click here
            )
        

        
            If you’re young and on trend, the Cosmo is where it’s at. Stroll across the hipster-friendly casino floor, with its larger-than-life red stiletto heel and art-supplying vending machines, then have a martini at sleek BOND. 

        
            COSMOPOLITAN HOTEL [image: iconarrowgif] 
            PALAZZO

        [image: iconbus01gif] Catch the Deuce north to the Palazzo.

        [image: top-3] Palazzo (Click here
            )
        

        
            The Venetian’s sister hotel is even more fashionable than the original. After window-shopping at the design-focused Shoppes at the Palazzo, take a break at a super-contemporary bar or eatery such as Public House, featuring state-of-the-art beer taps and cabernet poured from a ‘wine cube.’
        

        
            PALAZZO [image: iconarrowgif] 
            WYNN

        
            
            [image: headingiconwalkgif] Walk northward along the Strip to the Wynn.
        

        [image: top-4] Wynn (Click here
            )
        

        
            The classy Wynn is magnate Steve Wynn’s latest showpiece. Stroll through the gorgeous flower-bedecked atrium and gaze out at the surreal Lake of Dreams behind the hotel, then stop for refreshments at the whimsical Parasol Down.
        

        
            WYNN [image: iconarrowgif] 
            ENCORE

        
            
            [image: headingiconwalkgif] Walk to the Encore.
        

        [image: top-5] Encore (Click here
            )
        

        
            The Wynn’s little sister houses several fashion-forward attractions. Dine at the novelty steakhouse Switch Steak, where the scenery changes as you eat, then check for last-minute tickets to Encore’s stylish water extravaganza, 
                La Rêve – The Dream
            
            .
        

        
            ENCORE [image: iconarrowgif] 
            GOLDEN NUGGET

        [image: iconbus01gif] Catch the Deuce or a taxi ($15) to downtown.

        [image: top-6] Golden Nugget (Click here
            )
        

        
            Downtown Vegas may be old-school, but the fashionable Chart House bar and The Tank swimming pool, where guests can ‘swim with sharks’, offer modern design and cater to a younger, more stylish clientele than Golden Nugget’s neighbors.
        

        
            GOLDEN NUGGET [image: iconarrowgif] 
            HARD ROCK HOTEL

        
            [image: headingiconcargif]
            Take a taxi (about $15) to the Hard Rock.
        

        [image: top-7] Hard Rock Hotel & 
            Casino (Click here
            )
        

        
            Finish the night with the SoCal rock ’n’ 
            roll crowd at the Hard Rock Hotel, where you can admire the museum-worthy collection of music memorabilia before chowing down at Pink Taco and catching live music at The Joint.

    

      

        [image: image]Hoover Dam, Boulder City
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            [image: image]
                Get Out of Town
            

            
                When the Vegas hype wears you down, escape to the rugged Nevada landscape and one of the tallest dams in the world, the historic Hoover Dam. It’s just a quick drive away from Lake Mead, a haven for water-sports enthusiasts, birders and hikers.
            

        

        [image: top-1] Hoover Dam (Click here
            )
        

        
            Get an early start from Las Vegas and stare in wonder at one of the world’s tallest dams, a New Deal project on the Colorado River completed by thousands of workers in 1936. A memorial nearby pays tribute to the many lives lost while construction was underway.
        

        
            LAS VEGAS [image: iconarrowgif] 
            HOOVER DAM

        
            
            [image: headingiconwalkgif] From the Strip (45 minutes) take I-15 south to I-215 east to I-515/US 93 & 95; follow US 93 east of Boulder City. Walk to the Visitor Center from the parking lot ($7). 

        [image: top-2] Visitor Center

        
            Guided tours begin at the Visitor Center, offering travelers a chance to ride an elevator 50 stories down to see the dam’s gigantic power generators. It’ll cost you, but engineers (and aspiring engineers) can’t miss it. Go to www.usbr.gov/lc/hooverdam for more information.

        
            VISITOR CENTER [image: iconarrowgif] 
            MIKE O’CALLAGHAN–PAT TILLMAN MEMORIAL BRIDGE

        
            [image: headingiconcargif]
            Drive to the parking lot designating bridge access, then make the short hike uphill to the bridge.
        

        [image: top-3] Mike O’Callaghan– 
            Pat Tillman Memorial Bridge (Click here
            )
        

        
            Drink in stunning views of the Hoover Dam from this soaring bridge dedicated to
            Mike O’Callaghan, a former Nevada mayor, and Pat Tillman, the US football star killed by friendly fire in Afghanistan in 2004. Hold on tightly to the railing on windy afternoons – this isn’t for those with a 
            fear of heights.

        
            MIKE O’CALLAGHAN–PAT TILLMAN MEMORIAL BRIDGE [image: iconarrowgif] 
            LAKE MEAD

        
            [image: headingiconcargif]
            Backtrack on US 93 west and turn right on Lakeshore Rd to Lake Mead National Recreation Area.
        

        [image: top-4] Lake Mead National Recreation Area (Click here
            )
        

        
            Hiking, birding and water sports such as swimming, fishing, boating, waterskiing and kayaking abound at this outdoor playground popular with Las Vegas locals who need to get away from it all.
        

        
            LAKE MEAD [image: iconarrowgif] 
            BOULDER CITY

        
            [image: headingiconcargif]
            Get back on US 93 and head west into Boulder City. Turn left on Nevada Way and left on Arizona St.
        

        [image: top-5] Hoover Dam Museum & Boulder City (Click here
            )
        

        
            This small but interesting museum is 
            located at the Boulder Dam Hotel. Both Franklin D Roosevelt and Howard Hughes have stayed here. Stroll around Boulder City, a refreshingly casino-free town that sprang up in the early 1930s to house workers building the Hoover Dam.
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                Month by Month
            

        

        
             
            January

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif]
            New Year’s 
            Eve & Day

        
            The Strip becomes a huge party scene as thousands turn out to hear headliner bands and watch fire- 
            works – naturally, fights break out, people faint and everyone drinks too much. The festivities stretch along Las Vegas Blvd, and downtown at the Fremont Street Experience.

        
             
            February

        
            [image: categoryactivitiesgif] 
            Super Bowl Weekend

        
            The busiest weekend of the year for the casinos’ sports books.
        

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            Chinese New Year

        
            Celebrate the Chinese lunar new year (www.lvchinatown.com), which falls between late January and mid-February, with festivities at Chinatown Plaza showcasing Chinese acrobats, lion dancers, Japanese 
                taiko
             
            drummers, folk musicians, martial arts demonstrations and more.

        
             
            March

        
            [image: categoryactivitiesgif] 
            Nascar Weekend

        
            Rabid Nascar fans descend upon the 1.5-mile oval super-speedway at the Las Vegas Motor Speedway, aka the ‘Diamond in the Desert,’ for two major racing series in early to mid-March (www.nascar.com).

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            St Patrick’s Day

        
            Look for the patriotic Irish tint in the beer flowing from casino hotels facing Fremont St in downtown Vegas, which hosts a rowdy street party. Back on the Strip, New York–New York stages a Celtic Feis festival.
        

        
             
            April

        
            [image: categoryentertaingif] 
            Viva Las Vegas

        
            The ultimate rockabilly weekend happens downtown in late March or early April, and comes complete with a tiki pool party, rockin’ bands, jive-dancing classes, a va va voom burlesque competition and souped-up classic car show. Grease back your hair, fellas, and put on your best pinup dresses, gals (www.vivalasvegas.net).
        

        
             
            May

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            Cinco de Mayo

        
            Celebrations around town feature Latin American
            entertainers, including mariachi bands, ballet 
                folklorico
             
            (folk dances) and, if you’re lucky
                , lucha libre
             
            (Mexican stunt wrestling).

        
            [image: categoryactivitiesgif] 
            Helldorado Days

        
            Dating back to the 1930s, this historic four-day hoedown features rodeo events, barbecues, country fiddlers and a re-creation of an Old West frontier town near downtown’s Fremont Street Experience (www.elkshelldorado.com).

        
             
            July

        
            [image: categoryactivitiesgif]
            World Series 
            of Poker

        
            High-stakes gamblers, casino employees and celebrities face off in more than 40 tournaments running from early June through to mid-July. The eight-day Texas hold’em main event earns the winner a cool $8 million (www.worldseriesofpoker.com).
        

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            Fourth of July

        
            On this all-American holiday expect spectacular 
            fireworks, a lineup of live music around town, sizzling hot sidewalks and melting yard-long margaritas.

        
             
            August

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            Def Con

        
            The nation’s largest conclave of underground computer hackers takes place during a long, heavily caffeinated weekend in July or August, with cutting-edge techie tools, guest speakers and book signings (www.defcon.org).

        
             
            September

        
            [image: categoryeatgif] 
            Las Vegas Restaurant Week

        
            In early to mid-September, top-shelf restaurants and superstar chefs design showy three-course meals at steeply discounted prices to benefit a nonprofit stop-hunger organization (http://helpoutdineoutlv.org).

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif]
            Las Vegas 
            BikeFest

        
            The city’s largest bike rally brings hogs and heifers, motorcycle-riding poker players and Harley Davidson fans roaring into town in late September. Barbecues, bikinis, arm wrestling and ‘Artistry in Iron’ competitions between master bike builders are part of the debauchery (www.lasvegasbikefest.com).

        
             
            October

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            Halloween

        
            Haunted houses and vampire castles, masquerade and fetish fantasy balls, ghoulish outdoor bashes and fantastic freak fests make spending October 31 in Las Vegas a cool idea, especially given the costume-rental options – Elvis in a white jumpsuit, anyone?
        

        
            [image: categoryentertaingif] 
            Vegoose

        
            During Halloween weekend, this zany indie music and arts festival (www.vegoose.com) is on the national radar for its live performances by alt-rock bands, interactive performance art and costumed partying galore.
        

        
             
            December

        
            [image: categoryactivitiesgif] 
            Wrangler National Finals Rodeo

        
            This hugely popular 10-day event in early to mid-December features top rodeo performers competing in adrenaline-driven events, such as steer wrestling and bull riding. Las Vegas gets taken over by real cowboys during this time. Highlights among all the hoopla are a free honky-tonk party downtown on Fremont St and the ‘Cowboy Christmas’ show with 400 vendors (www.nfrexperience.com).
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                What’s New
            

        

        For this new edition of Discover Las Vegas , our authors have hunted down the fresh, the transformed, the hot and the happening. These are some of our favorites. For up-to-the-minute recommendations, see lonelyplanet.com/lasvegas.

        
            1 
            MOB MUSEUM

        
            Opened on February 14, 2012 – the
            anniversary of the Valentine’s Day Massacre – 
            this smartly designed museum traces the development of organized crime in America and explores the mob’s connection to Las Vegas. (Click here
            )
        

        
            2 CITYCENTER
        

        
            This high-design, Gold LEED–certified complex comprises the ARIA casino-resort, Crystals shopping center, the swish Mandarin Oriental and the eco-minded Vdara Hotel. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            3 FLIGHTLINEZ FREMONT
        

        
            Thrill-seekers zoom over pedestrians’ heads and neon lights on this zipline
            suspended above the Fremont Street 
            Experience. (Click here
            )
        

        
            4 SMITH CENTER
        

        
            This stunning, sustainably built performing arts center is the centerpiece of downtown’s new Symphony Park. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            5 SKYVUE
        

        
            This 500ft-tall Ferris wheel–style ‘observation wheel’, the third largest in the world, is set to open on July 4, 2013, on the south end of the Strip, across from Mandalay Bay.
        

        
            6 LINQ
        

        
            Developers are pouring $550 million into this brand new ‘entertainment district’ on the central Strip. Featuring a new casino-resort, Linq will open in 2013.
        

        
            7 NEVADA STATE MUSEUM RELOCATION
        

        
            The state’s history museum relocated to a more contemporary space at the Springs Preserve and has interactive new exhibits. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            8 FREMONT EAST EXPANSION
        

        
            New bars and cafes add extra appeal to this nightlife hotspot that’s been drawing in-the-know crowds to the Beauty Bar and the Downtown Cocktail Room for years. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            9 MGM GRAND RENOVATION
        

        
            The MGM Grand is undergoing major renovations and changing its game: look for new exhibits and fashionable guest quarters in 2013. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            10 BIKE TRAILS
        

        
            The Springs Preserve, which started running weekend bike rentals in 2012, is planning major expansions to its family-friendly trail system. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            11 BURLESQUE HALL OF FAME
        

        
            This homage to pinup girls and the art of the striptease is one of several gallery spaces open to the public at downtown’s Emergency Arts building. (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            12 TITANIC: THE EXHIBITION
        

        
            This ongoing exhibit at the Luxor boasts a large metal chunk of the ill-fated ship; the collection also includes champagne bottles from the dinner tables and passengers’ personal effects. (
            Click here
            )
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                Get Inspired
            

        

        
            [image: inspiredbookgif] 
            Books

        »
            
                Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas
             
            (Hunter S Thompson) The gonzo journalist’s classic was later turned into film gold.

        »
            
                The Money and the Power: The Making of Las Vegas and Its Hold on America
            
              
            (Sally Denton & Roger Morris) A lyrical, haunting investigation of the city’s underbelly.
        

        »
            
                Bringing Down the House
             
            (Ben Mezrich) In the early ’90s six Massachusetts Institute of Technology students counted cards and stole millions playing blackjack.

        »
            
                When the Mob Ran Vegas: Stories of Murder, Mayhem and Money
            
             
            (Steve Fischer) A mafia aficionado dishes fantastic dirt on Sin City’s gangster era.
        

        
            [image: inspiredfilmgif] 
            Films

        »
            
                The Hangover
            
            (2009) In this zany comedy, bachelor partygoers try to make what happened in Vegas 
                stay
             
            in Vegas.

        »
            
                Casino 
            (1995) Martin Scorsese delves into mobster wars.
        

        »
            
                Bugsy
             
            (1991) Warren Beatty and Annette Bening bring to life the original Flamingo.

        »
            
                Leaving Las Vegas
             
            (1995) The merciless story of a desperate alcoholic and a damaged working girl.

        
            [image: inspiredmusicgif] 
            Music

        »
            
                Luck be a Lady
             
            (Frank Sinatra) The Bellagio fountains dance to this Sinatra classic.

        »
            
                The Rat Pack: Live at the Sands
             
            (Bobby Darin) Relive Sin City’s glorious past.

        »
            
                The Lady is a Tramp
             
            (Sammy Davis Jr) An anthem for Vegas’ high-maintenance ladies.

        »
            
                I’ve Got You Under My Skin
             
            (Keely Smith & Louis Prima) Prima sang this in the Sahara’s heyday.

        
            [image: inspiredwebgif] 
            Websites

        »
            
                Vegas.com
            
            (www.vegas.com) Overview with reviews and information.

        »
            
                Classic Vegas
            
            (www.classicvegas.com) Insider’s guide to finding old-school haunts. 

        »
            
                Las Vegas Weekly
            
            (www.lasvegasweekly.com) Events and shows.

        »
            
                Las Vegas: An Unconventional History
            
            (www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/lasvegas
            ) 
            Companion to an intriguing PBS documentary.

        [image: short-time-gif]
            
                This list will give you an instant insight into the city.
            

            
                
                    Read
                
                In 2002’s 
                    Neon Metropolis: How Las Vegas Started the Twenty-First Century,
                 
                Hal Rothman deconstructs Sin City’s spectacular successes and failures.

            
                
                    Watch
                
                The 2001 remake of the Sinatra classic 
                    Ocean’s Eleven
                 
                sees a star-studded cast led by Brad Pitt and George Clooney plot to bilk a string of casinos.

            
                
                    Listen
                
                Elvis Presley’s playful 
                    Viva Las Vegas
                 
                is right on the money.

            
                
                    Log on
                 
                Vegas Tripping (www.vegastripping.com) has general information and links to award-winning Vegas blogs.
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                Need to Know
            

        

        
            
                Currency
            

            
                US dollar ($)
            

            
                Language
            

            
                English
            

            
                Visas
            

            
                Not required for citizens of the 36 Visa Waiver Program countries.
            

            
                Money
            

            
                ATM transaction fees inside gaming areas are high. Casino hotels offer lower fees to exchange money than exchange bureaus.
            

            
                Cell Phones
            

            
                Must be tri-/quad-band models operating on local US-specific GSM and CDMA frequencies.
            

            
                Time
            

            
                Pacific Standard Time (GMT/UTC minus eight hours)
            

            
                Wi-Fi
            

            
                Most resorts charge a fee.
            

            
                Tipping
            

            
                Service-industry staff rely on tips. 
                Click here
                .
            

        

        
            
                When to Go
            

            [image: lasvegas]

            
                The question really is when 
                    not
                 
                to go? Most production shows are ‘dark’ the week before Christmas. Otherwise, the city slows down only during the mildly chilly winter doldrums (late November to January) and in the dog days of summer (June to August).

        

        
            Advance Planning
        

        
            
                One month before 
            Book accommodations and a rental car if you’ll be taking any trips out of town.
        

        
            
                Three weeks before
             
            Score tickets for production shows, mega-concerts or headliner events.

        
            
                One week before 
            Book a table at a happening chef’s restaurant.
        

        
            
                One day before 
            Reconfirm reservations then get some extra sleep – you’ll need it!
        

        
            Your Daily Budget
        

        
            Budget less than $100
        

        »
            Downtown hotel room: $35–50
        

        »
            Food court meals and fast food sandwiches: $5–10
        

        »
            Deuce 24-hour bus ticket: $7
        

        
            Midrange $100–250
        

        »
            Standard hotel room at a casino resort on the Strip: $65–120
        

        »
            Discounted tickets to a production show: $30–90
        

        »
            Meal for two at a casual upscale restaurant: $40–70
        

        »
            Three-day monorail pass: $28
        

        
            Top End more than $250
        

        »
            Suite at a top casino resort: from $200 

        »
            VIP tickets to production shows: from $125
        

        »
            Spa treatment: $60–180
        

        »
            Taxi between Strip and downtown: $20 one-way, plus tip
        

        
            Arriving in Las Vegas
        

        
            
                McCarran International Airport
            
            Shuttle buses run from the airport to Strip hotels for $7 one way; you’ll pay $9 for off-Strip hotels such as the Hard Rock. You’ll pay at least double for a taxi – 
            tell your driver to go via Swenson Ave, not the traffic-clogged airport tunnel.

        
            
                Greyhound Terminal
             
            If you’re arriving into Vegas via long-distance bus, you’ll disembark at a station close to downtown attractions. To get to the Strip, catch the SDX bus ($5) southward.

        
            
                Driving into Vegas
             
            Most travelers approach Las Vegas Blvd from the south, but try to avoid turning off the Strip onto busy Sahara or Spring Mountain; opt for the quieter Tropicana or Charleston.

        
            Getting Around
        

        
            
                Bus
             
            Two bus lines are especially useful: the 24-hour Deuce, which stops at every resort and major attraction, and the speedier SDX (Strip & Downtown Express), which runs from 9am to 12:30am. A 24-hour pass costs $7.

        
            
                Driving
             
            Though navigating the Strip can be stressful, parking is free almost everywhere. If you're covering ground between the Strip and downtown, take I-15 instead of Las Vegas Blvd.

        
            
                Monorail
             
            Links casinos on the east side of the Strip, which is handy if you happen to be staying in one of them.

        
            
                Taxi
             
            Taxicabs eager for your business wait outside the casinos. You’ll pay $15 to $20 plus tip for most rides in town.

        
            Sleeping
        

        
            There are more hotel rooms in Vegas than you can imagine, and prices fluctuate according to the season and how many conventions are happening in the city. Budget travelers are best off basing themselves downtown, though you can score last-minute deals at the big resorts if you’re willing to stay in an ‘unrenovated’ room. Midrange travelers and families will find good-value rooms at classic resorts on the Strip, from the Flamingo to Mandalay Bay; if money’s no object, splurge on one of the over-the-top suites at the Wynn or CityCenter. 

        
            Useful Websites
        

        »
            
                Lonely Planet
             
            (www.lonelyplanet.com/hotels) Portal for hotels and other accommodations.

        »
            
                Cheapo Vegas 
            (www.cheapovegas.com) Cheeky reviews of resorts plus comparison charts (eg best video poker).
        

        »
            
                Oyster
             
            (www.oyster.com/las-vegas) Detailed tell-all hotel reviews with photos.

        
            What to Bring
        

        »
            
                Classy clothes
             
            Women can get away with jeans, but a dress code is loosely enforced at the best nightclubs and restaurants.

        »
            
                Comfortable shoes
             
            If you want to explore the Strip, you’ll need something supportive.

        »
            
                Camera
             
            Be prepared to snap.

        »
            
                Aspirin or Ibuprofen
             
            For morning-after aches and pains.

        
            
                Walking the Strip
            

            
                The Strip runs for miles: don’t 
                assume you can walk from point A to B. Consult a map and note that the Strip’s pedestrian walkways are punctuated with skybridges and escalators. Most walkways aren’t shaded from the sun: take advantage of free trams between the resorts whenever possible.

        


        
            Be Forewarned
        

        »
            
                Smoking
             
            If cigarette smoke bothers you, steer clear of the older casinos and hang out at the airier Wynn, Bellagio or Venetian.

        »
            
                Working girls
             
            Prostitution is illegal in Clark County, but escorts, call girls and working girls are all part of Sin City’s high-rolling culture.

        »
            
                Downtown wandering
             
            If you wander away from Fremont St, keep your wits about you.

        »
            
                Resort fees
             
            Think you scored a deal on your hotel room? Most resorts charge mandatory daily fees of $15 to $25 on top of the rate.
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    The Strip

    
      
        GETTING THE MOST OUT OF LONELY PLANET MAPS

        E-reader devices vary in their ability to show our maps. To get the most out of the maps in this guide, use the zoom function on your device. Or, visit http://media.lonelyplanet.com/ebookmaps and grab a PDF download or print out all the maps in this guide.

      

    

    
      THE STRIP
    

    
      THE STRIP HIGHLIGHTS
    

    
      THE STRIP WALK
    

    
      DISCOVER 
                THE STRIP
    

    
      SIGHTS
    

    
      EATING
    

    
      DRINKING & NIGHTLIFE
    

    
      ENTERTAINMENT
    

    
      SHOPPING
    

    
      TOURS
    

  
    
      
        
        Top of chapter

[image: swatch1-dots-gif]
            [image: 09-the-strip-loc-dc-lav1]

            
                The Strip
            

        

        
            Baby, this is where it’s at. The Strip, a 4.5-mile stretch of Las Vegas Blvd lined with hulking casino hotels and megaresorts, is so happening that few visitors ever venture beyond it. But the famous boulevard is always changing. The themed resorts that opened on Las Vegas Blvd at the end of the 20th century drove home the idea that bigger is better. In 1989 Steve Wynn opened the Mirage, with its erupting volcano, a 20,000-gallon aquarium and spectacular shows; others soon followed, and many of the classic casino-resorts on the north Strip were abandoned. Then Wynn reset the standard with his namesake casino hotel and megaresort, embodying a new, sophisticated resort style, free of campy Vegas themes. Today, all three varieties – vintage, themed and high-fashion – are worth your time on a stroll down the Strip. Though this chapter covers most of the Strip, the main casino-resorts are covered in their own chapters.
        

        
    [image: image]Las Vegas Blvd, aka the Strip
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                The Strip Highlights
            

        

        [image: top-1]
            Welcome to Las Vegas Sign (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            It’s official: you’ve arrived in Sin City. Driving north from the airport along Las Vegas Blvd, the city’s most iconic sign announces in vintage mod style, ‘Welcome to Fabulous Las Vegas Nevada.’ Of course, when Betty Willis designed it in the late 1950s, it wasn’t retro – it was
            cutting-edge, with a modern, atomic starburst at the top and, on the back, a friendly 
            reminder to ‘Drive Carefully’ and ‘Come Back Soon.’
[image: image]DENNIS JOHNSON/GETTY IMAGES ©



        
[image: top-2]
            Fashion Show (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            When the ding-dings and cigarette
            smoke of the casino sphere give you a headache, step into this breezy, super-
            contemporary shopping center topped off with a space-age art installation that looks like a silvery flying saucer. The latest addition to the lineup of stores, Topshop, has fashionistas out in full force. The terrace is also a mellow spot for an alfresco coffee or lunch. 
[image: image]SUKI GEAR ©
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            Stratosphere (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            You can spot this futuristic-looking tower from miles around: it’s one of the tallest buildings in the country. As you drive by, you might spot tiny human figures swinging out into the air more than 100 stories high or bungee-jumping the length of the tower; these are just two of the Stratosphere’s action-packed attractions. For a more sedate thrill, try the cocktail lounge on the 107th floor.
        
[image: image]Top of the World restaurant (Click here)
BRIDGET GLEESON ©
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            Flamingo (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Dating from Sin City’s glam 1940s, the Flamingo is the stuff of Vegas legend: mobsters put up the money to build the place, and Judy Garland later sang onstage with her daughter Liza Minnelli. Today the legendary casino-resort is a family-focused place featuring a lively pool complex and walk-through wildlife habitat. 
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            Circus Circus (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            With the closing of the classic Arabian Nights–themed Sahara across the way, Circus Circus is one of the only surviving old-school Vegas casinos. Campy and
            family-friendly, it has a famous steakhouse, free circus acts beneath a giant, candy-striped big top, and about a gazillion old-fashioned carnival and video games that look awfully similar to slot machines.
[image: image]Adventuredome theme park
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                The Strip Walk
            

            
                Vegas is famous for its shameless re-creations of famous sights: Egyptian pyramids, the Eiffel Tower, the canals of Venice. Jet from Europe to 
                Polynesia and back without changing time zones – or leaving the Strip.

        


            [image: 09-the-strip-wt-dc-lav1]

        
            
                WALK FACTS
            

            
                
                    START
                 
                PARIS–LAS VEGAS

            
                
                    FINISH
                 
                VENETIAN

            
                
                    DISTANCE
                 
                1 MILE

            
                
                    DURATION
                 
                2 HOURS OR ALL DAY

        

        

        
        [image: bullet-1] Paris–Las Vegas

        
            Welcome to the City of Lights. From the Bally’s/Paris Las Vegas monorail station, sashay your way into 
                Paris–Las Vegas
             
            (Click here
            ) via the cobblestoned shopping arcade 
                Le Boulevard 
            (
            Click here
            ), soaking up 
                l'atmosphère
            
            , stopping for croissants and 
                café au lait
            
            . Then take a romantic ride up the 
                Eiffel Tower
             
            (Click here
            ) where you can take in the 
                Bellagio’s
             
                fountain show
             
            (Click here
            ) from on high.
        

        [image: bullet-2] Bellagio

        
            Stay in a European mood by sauntering north along the Strip to Flamingo Rd, then crossing over Las Vegas Blvd on a skybridge to 
                Bellagio
             
            (Click here
            ). Inside, Dale Chihuly’s triumphant glass flower sculptures and fresh floral displays in the conservatory complement the grand architecture. Strut like an Italian supermodel down the 
                Via Bellagio shopping promenade 
            (
            Click here
            ), eyeing designer sunglasses in the glamorous store windows.
        

        [image: bullet-3] Caesars Palace

        
            Walk back in time to the center of classical antiquity by taking the skybridge across Flamingo Rd, then riding the escalator down to the plaza outside 
                Caesars Palace
             
            (Click here
            ). Inside, watch cocktail waitresses dressed in togas sashay under high, faux-frescoed ceilings, and meander through the vast 
                Forum Shops
             
            (Click here
            ) past the crowds lining up to hear the headliners at 
                The Colosseum 
            (
            Click here
            ). 

        
        
        [image: bullet-4] Mirage

        
            Exiting the mall by the grand spiral staircase, stroll north along the Strip towards the tropical paradise of the 
                Mirage
             
            (Click here
            ). Watch the faux volcano explode outside, then duck inside the tropically scented hotel lobby to view the 20,000-gallon aquarium and the casino with its domed rainforest atrium and refreshing misting system. If the tropics aren’t your thing, channel ’60s London at the Beatles-themed, Cirque du Soleil show LOVE 
            (Click here
            ) and the adjacent 
                Revolution Lounge
             
            (Click here
            ).
        

        [image: bullet-5] Treasure Island

        
            Venture into a less wholesome tropical fantasy populated by lustful pirates and busty wenches by catching the free tram outside the hotel’s front entrance over to 
                Treasure Island
             
            (Click here
            ). If you arrive in the evening, join the throngs lined up behind the thick knotted ropes to Sirens’ Cove to see the free Sirens of TI 
            (Click here
            ) show, a lewd, comical battle of the sexes that wows crowds with sinking ships, fantastic explosions and barely clad island babes lip-synching their lines.
        

        [image: bullet-6] Venetian

        
            Finish your stroll on a more graceful note by crossing the Strip once more, toward the elegant 
                Venetian
             
            (Click here
            ), with its flowing canals and mock marble bridges. Treat yourself to a gondola ride or glide on your own feet through the 
                Shoppes at the Palazzo
             
            (Click here
            ), then indulge in a well-deserved scoop of gelato at the busy St Mark’s Square. To get back to where you started, walk outside the mall and south down the strip to Harrah’s casino hotel, where you can catch the monorail 
            once again.

    
            [image: image]
                The Best…
            

            
                PLACES TO EAT
            

            
                
                    Mon Ami Gabi
                 
                (Click here
                ) Dine on mussels and
                 
                    pommes frites 
                in this Parisian bistro.

            
                
                    Todd English’s Olives
                 
                (Click here
                ) This Bellagio eatery specializes in fresh Mediterranean cuisine.
            

            
                
                    SUSHISAMBA
                 
                (Click here
                ) Japanese-Brazilian fusion at the super-swank Palazzo.
            

            
                
                    BLT Burger
                 
                (Click here
                ) Gourmet burgers meet spiked milkshakes in this casual but stylish Mirage eatery.
            

            
                PLACES TO DRINK
            

            
                
                    Rhumbar
                 
                (Click here
                ) Killer rum-based concoctions and mod patio seating at 
                the Mirage.

            
                
                    LAVO
                 
                (Click here
                ) The Palazzo’s happening nightspot has great Italian wines by the glass.
            

            
                
                    Hyde
                 
                (Click here
                ) Peer out at the Bellagio’s fountain show from this sleek lounge.
            

            
                FREE ENTERTAINMENT
            

            
                
                    Mirage Volcano
                 
                (Click here
                ) The exploding volcano stops traffic on the Strip.
            

            
                
                    Sirens of TI
                 
                (Click here
                ) Hilarious, sexed-up antics aboard a faux Spanish frigate.
            

            
                
                    Fountains of Bellagio
                 
                (Click here
                ) The spectacular walls of water evoke the film 
                    Ocean’s Eleven.
                
            



        


[image: image]Hyde at Bellagio (Click here)
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                Discover 
                the Strip

        

            [image: image]
                GETTING THERE & AWAY
            

            »
                
                    Monorail
                 
                The Las Vegas Monorail connects resorts along the east side of the Strip from the Sahara to MGM Grand.

            »
                
                    Bus
                 
                The Strip and downtown bus line (the ‘Deuce’), stops at the resorts along the Strip every 12 to 15 minutes, continuing to Town Square and downtown Las Vegas. The SDX stops at some resorts along the Strip including the Stratosphere, Sahara, Fashion Show, Wynn, Paris–Las Vegas, MGM Grand and Mandalay Bay.

            »
                
                    Shuttle
                 
                A free shuttle connects Fashion Show to the Palms twice daily (10:20am and 5:20pm) and Harrah’s to Rio every 30 minutes between 10am and 1am.

            »
                
                    Taxi
                 
                Taxis are generally waiting outside all of the resorts’ entrances.

        

        
        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Sights

        WELCOME TO
            LAS VEGAS SIGN
                Landmark
            
        

Offline map
(5200 Las Vegas Blvd S;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            In a city famous for neon signs, one reigns supreme: the ‘Welcome to Fabulous Las Vegas Nevada’ sign, straddling Las Vegas Blvd just south of the Strip proper. Designed by Betty Willis in the late ’50s, the sign fell into disrepair in the ’70s. Today it’s a classic symbol of Sin City and a reminder of Las Vegas’ glamorous past. As you drive by the original welcome sign, you can pull into a small parking lot to snap a photo.
            
        

        
                [image: 09-the-strip-dc-lav1]
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            EXCALIBUR 
                Casino
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-597-7777; www.excalibur.com; 3850 Las Vegas Blvd S;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr; monorail MGM Grand,
            [image: icontramgif]
            Luxor- Mandalay Bay;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            Arthurian legends notwithstanding, this medieval caricature, complete with crayon-colored towers and a faux drawbridge, epitomizes gaudy Vegas. Parents beware: this place looks more child-friendly than it actually feels inside.
        

        
            Inside the mock castle, the casino walls are hung with coats of arms and cheap stained-glass imitations that depict valiant knights and lovely damsels. Down on the Fantasy Faire Midway are buried Ye Olde carnival games such as skee-ball, arcade attractions and joystick joys. For kids, the 
                Tournament of Kings
             
            dinner show is a demolition derby with hooves and sticky fingers.

        BALLY’S
                Casino
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-739-4111; www.ballyslasvegas.com; 3645 Las Vegas Blvd S;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr; monorail Bally’s/Paris Las Vegas)
            Unless it’s ‘bigger is better,’ there is no real theme at the Strip’s most staid megaresort, with a football-field-sized casino overhung by twinkling chandeliers and overstuffed blue velvet chairs. But Bally’s biggest attraction isn’t about gaming: 
                Jubilee!
             
            (Click here
            ) is one of Vegas’ long-running showgirl extravaganzas. Just how big is 
                Jubilee!,
            
            you ask? More than 1000 costumes are worn during the $50-million show; almost 70 stagehands are required to operate the stage, sets, lights and sound equipment; and no less than 4200lbs of dry ice is used each week to create the production’s fog effects. Discover more technical trivia on the 
                Backstage Tour 
            (tour with/without show ticket $12/17;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am Mon, Wed & Sat)
            , escorted by a real performer from the show.
        

[image: image]Bally’s casino hotel
SUKI GEAR ©


        BILL’S GAMBLIN’ HALL &
            SALOON
                Casino
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
            
            
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-737-2100; www.billslasvegas.com; 3595 Las Vegas Blvd S;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr; monorail Bally’s/Paris Las Vegas)
            Lavish Tiffany-styled stained glass, stately chandeliers and polished dark wood dominate this pint-sized neo-Victorian casino. Opened as the Barbary Coast, this 1970s-era classic claims 650 slot and video poker machines and precious few table games.
        

        LINQ
                Landmark
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
            
            
            
            At the time of writing construction was underway on the $550-million Linq project, an outdoor entertainment and retail district scheduled to open in 2013. In addition to a 550ft observation wheel the complex will include a new casino-resort in the structure once occupied by Imperial Palace. Though unnamed at press time, the new resort will be theme-free and will feature a remodeled facade, porte cochere and reception area.
        


            
            HARRAH’S 
                Casino
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-369-5000; www.harrahslasvegas.com; 3475 Las Vegas Blvd S;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr; monorail Harrah’s/Imperial Palace)
            Harrah’s may be the brightest, friendliest and most playful casino on the Strip – and it’s swimming with gamblers and middle-aged tourists from the Midwest. Entertainment is the name of the game here, with the Improv comedy club (
            Click here
            ) showcasing headliner comics and magicians. After dark, go for karaoke at the piano bar or get soused in the outdoor Carnaval Court (
            Click here
            ), where bartenders juggle fire.
        

                
            
                Big Wheels
            

            
                Move over Eiffel Tower – two striking new landmarks are about to grace Las Vegas’ skyline. The Ferris wheel–style 
                    SkyVue
                Offline map Google map
                , soaring 500ft tall, is set to open on July 4 2013 on the south end of the Strip. Developers boast the wheel will ‘dwarf the London Eye’ as passengers inside 40 gondolas enjoy drinks, dining and stunning views over the Strip. It’s not the only giant wheel underway in Vegas, where bigger is always better – at the time of writing, O’Shea’s casino on the central Strip was closing its doors to make way for the Linq, an ambitious new entertainment complex featuring the 550ft 
                    High Roller
                
                , also due to open in 2013.
            

        


        MONTE CARLO
                Casino
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-730-7777; www.montecarlo.com; 3770 Las Vegas Blvd S;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr; monorail MGM Grand)
            Fronted by Corinthian colonnades, triumphal arches, petite dancing fountains and allegorical statuary, this casino is bustling and spacious. The magnificent marble-floored lobby with Palladian windows and crystal chandelier is reminiscent of a European grand hotel.
        

        TROPICANA
                Casino
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-739-2222; www.tropicanalv.com; 3801 Las Vegas Blvd S;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr; monorail MGM Grand)
            Built in 1957 the Trop has had half a century to sully its shine, lose its crowds and go the way of the Dunes and the Sands – ashes to ashes, dust to dust. But thanks to a massive facelift, it just keeps hanging in there. The sleek new Miami-meets-Havana theme is a spirit-lifting change; out back, the tropically inspired pool complex has multilevel lagoon pools, streaming waterfalls and classic swim-up blackjack tables.
        

        SLOTS-A-FUN
                Casino
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-734-0410; 2890 Las Vegas Blvd S;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce)
            For cheap booze, cheap eats and cheap thrills, it’s tough to beat this lowbrow dive. Grab a coupon book, give the giant slot machine a free spin, and scarf down a few $1 beers and hot dogs.
        

        RIVIERA
                Casino
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-734-5110; www.rivierahotel.com; 2901 Las Vegas Blvd S;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce)
            When it opened in 1955, the Riviera was the first high-rise on the Strip. Liberace did the ribbon-cutting honors; film auteur Orson Welles appeared on stage the next year performing – of all things – magic acts. A host of big-name entertainers have starred at the Riviera ever since, including Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington and Tony Bennett. But that Hollywood glamour is almost entirely gone now. Inside the dimly lit, confusingly laid-out casino, Penny and Nickel Town are faves with the old-as-the-hills clientele, but times are changing – 
            the Riviera is to undergo a substantial renovation as the resort attempts to court the convention crowd.

        SAHARA
                Casino
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-737-2111; www.saharavegas.com; 2535 Las Vegas Blvd S;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr; monorail Sahara)
            The Moroccan-themed Sahara first threw open its doors in 1952. In the resort’s heyday, its Conga Room showcased everyone from jazz singer Ella Fitzgerald to the Beatles. Inside, high rollers gambled in a casino with gold-painted ceilings, molded columns laced with colorful vines and more than two dozen golden chandeliers guarded by severe-looking statues of Middle Eastern sultans; outside, Elvis Presley and Elizabeth Taylor lounged by a swimming pool lined with colorful mosaic tiles. Sadly, the Sahara lost much of its luster as the years went by, and though the resort survived longer than most of the Strip’s vintage casinos, it closed in 2011. There’s hope yet, though: in 2012 hotel mogul Sam Nazarian and his team announced they had successfully raised $300 million to revamp the Sahara and transform it into the luxurious SLS Las Vegas, set to open in 2014.
        

        
            
                Going to the Chapel
            

            
                A blushing bride says ‘I do’ every five minutes in Sin City. Scores of celebrity couples have exchanged vows in Vegas, from Elvis Presley and Priscilla Beaulieu to Andre Agassi and Steffi Graf. Why not you, too? After all, the 50–50 odds of a marriage surviving ‘til death do us part’ start to look pretty good in comparison to the chances of hitting a royal flush at the poker table.
            

            
                If you’re thinking of making it official in Las Vegas and want to know what’s required, call Clark County’s 
                    Marriage Bureau 
                (
                [image: iconphonegif]
                702-671-0600; www.clarkcountynv.gov/Depts/clerk/Services/Pages/MarriageLicenses.aspx; 201 E Clark Ave;
                [image: iconhoursgif]
                8am-midnight) 
                for a license ($60 to $65).

            
                Expect to pay about $200 up for a basic ceremony at an old-school Vegas wedding chapels. 
                    A Special Memory Wedding Chapel
                 
                ([image: iconphonegif]
                702-384-2211, 800-962-7798; www.aspecialmemory.com; 800 S 4th St
                ) has a drive-up window on Lovers Lane with a wedding menu board. Operating for more then 50 years, 
                    Graceland Wedding Chapel
                 Offline map ([image: iconphonegif]
                702-382-0091, 800-824-5732; www.gracelandchapel.com; 619 Las Vegas Blvd S)
                does the original Elvis wedding. If it’s good enough for Jon Bon Jovi, then it’s probably good enough for you, too. 
                    Little Church of the West
                 Offline map (
                [image: iconphonegif]
                702-739-7971, 800-821-2452; www.littlechurchlv.com; 4617 Las Vegas Blvd S)
                features a quaint, quiet little wooden chapel built in 1942 and pictured in 
                    Viva Las Vegas
                
                . The oldest continuously operating wedding chapel in Las Vegas (since 1940) is the cutely named 
                    Wee Kirk o’ the Heather
                 Offline map (
                [image: iconphonegif]
                702-382-9830, 800-843-5266; www.weekirk.com; 231 Las Vegas Blvd S)
                . A modern spin on a Vegas wedding is available at 
                    Viva Las Vegas Wedding Chapel
                 Offline map ( [image: iconphonegif]
                800-574-4450; www.vivalasvegasweddings.com; 1205 Las Vegas Blvd S)
                where you can invite your family and friends to watch your ceremony broadcast live online.
            

        


        
            [image: categoryeatgif] 
            Eating

        
            It’s impossible to cover even a fraction of the dining options along the Strip, but for more listings, look under ‘Eating’ in the individual casino-resort chapters. There’s also a Whole Foods in Town Square.
        

        TOP OF THE
            WORLD
                Modern American 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-380-7711; www.topoftheworldlv.com; 106 fl, Stratosphere Tower, 2000 Las Vegas Blvd S; lunch $14-22, dinner mains $42-56;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-10pm Sun-Thu, 11am-11pm Fri & Sat; monorail Sahara,
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce)
            While taking in the cloud-level views at this revolving romantic roost perched atop the Stratosphere Tower, well-heeled patrons dressed to the nines enjoy impeccable service and satisfying, if overpriced, dishes such as wild king salmon or chateaubriand for two. Excellent wine list; reservations are required for dinner.
        

        PEPPERMILL COFFEE SHOP
                Diner 
            
                $$
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-735-4177; www.peppermilllasvegas.com; 2985 Las Vegas Blvd S; mains $9-23;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce)
            Slide into a crescent-shaped booth at this retro coffeeshop to soak up some vintage Vegas atmosphere. You can eavesdrop on Nevada cowboys and downtown politicos digging into a gigantic late-night bite or early breakfast. For tropical drinks, step into the Fireside Lounge (
            Click here
            ).
        

        STEAK HOUSE
                Steakhouse 
            
                $$$
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-794-3767; www.circuscircus.com; Circus Circus, 2880 Las Vegas Blvd S; mains $28-49;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            4-10pm Sun-Fri, 4-11pm Sat;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce)
            All clowning aside, this revered establishment inside Circus Circus takes itself very seriously – Zagat named it the top steakhouse in Vegas in 2011. Aged mesquite-grilled steaks are typically cooked to perfection. The Sunday champagne brunch is a phenomenal spread.
        

        CAPITAL GRILLE
                Steakhouse 
            
                $$$
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-932-6631; www.thecapitalgrille.com; 3rd level, Fashion Show, 3200 Las Vegas Blvd S; lunch $16-35, dinner mains $28-49;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11:30am-10pm Mon-Fri, noon-10pm Sat, 4-10pm Sun;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce)
            What sets this steak- 
            house apart is hand-cut, dry-aged beef, carved chops and succulent seafood. For a power lunch, fork into a tuna steak salad or lobster-crab burger.

        STRIPBURGER
                Burgers 
            
                $
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-258-1211; www.stripburger.com; Fashion Show, 3200 Las Vegas Blvd S; mains $5-14;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-1am Sun-Thu, 11am-2am Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce)
            Shiny silver, open-air diner in the round serving up all-natural beef, chicken, tuna and veggie burgers, atomic cheese fries, thick milkshakes and fruity cocktails.
        

        ROXY’S DINER
                Diner 
            
                $
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-380-7777; www.stratospherehotel.com; Stratosphere, 2000 Las Vegas Blvd S; mains $6-15;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr; monorail Sahara,
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            At this ’50s-style rock ’n’ roll diner, servers drop everything to perform song-and-dance numbers straight out of 
                Grease
            
            . It’s hilarious fun, but it sure does slow service down. Copious comfort food tastes just about right for the prices; super-thick milkshakes come with silver sidecars, just like when you were a kid.
        

        [image: image]TRAVEL PICTURES/ALAMY ©

Don't Miss

                
                    Flamingo
                

                
                    In 1946 the Flamingo was the talk of the town. Its original owners – all members of the New York mafia – shelled out millions to build this unprecedented tropical gaming oasis in the desert. It was prime gangster Americana, initially managed by the infamous mobster Benjamin ‘Bugsy’ Siegel, who named it after his girlfriend, a dancer named Virginia Hill (called ‘The Flamingo’ for her red hair and long legs). Siegel died in a hail of bullets at Virginia's Beverly Hills home soon after the Flamingo opened, the victim of a contract killing ordered by the casino’s investors. The Flamingo had gotten off to a slow start and the investors believed it would ultimately fail, so they ‘took care of business’. They had made a big mistake: the Flamingo not only survived, but jump-started modern Las Vegas.
                

                
                    Today the Flamingo isn’t quite what it was back when its janitorial staff wore tuxedos, although fantastic clusters of pink and orange neon lights outside the hotel vaguely resemble flamingo feathers; think more 
                        Miami Vice,
                    
                    less 
                        Bugsy.
                    
                    It’s always maniacally crowded in the 
                        casino
                    
                    , where there are some low-limit tables and slots, plus free gambling lessons.
                

                
                    At 
                        Jimmy Buffett’s Margaritaville
                     
                    (Click here
                    ) Parrot Heads wait for the margarita volcano to overflow. Inside the Flamingo’s 
                        wildlife habitat 
                    (admission free;
                    [image: iconhoursgif]
                    24hr)
                    , Chilean flamingos and African penguins wander around, and palm trees and jungle plants flourish in the middle of the desert.
                

                
                    NEED TO KNOW
                

                    Offline map
                
  [image: iconphonegif]
                    702-733-3111; www.flamingolasvegas.com; 3555 Las Vegas Blvd S; [image: iconhoursgif]
                    24hr; monorail Flamingo/Caesars Palace
                

            


        [image: categorydrinkgif]
             
            Drinking & Nightlife

        FIRESIDE LOUNGE
                Lounge
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-735-4177; www.peppermilllasvegas.com; 2985 Las Vegas Blvd S;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce)
            Don’t be blinded by the outlandishly bright neon outside. The Strip’s most spellbinding hideaway awaits inside this retro coffeeshop. Courting couples adore the old-school mai tais, the sunken fire pit, blue-velvet booths and fake tropical foliage.
        

        LEVEL 107
                Lounge
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-380-7711; www.topoftheworldlv.com; 107 fl, Stratosphere Tower, 2000 Las Vegas Blvd S;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            4pm-1am; monorail Sahara,
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce)
            There’s just no place to get any higher in Las Vegas – without the approval of an air-traffic controller – than the lounge overlooking the revolving Top of the World (
            Click here
            ) restaurant. Come at sunset for two-for-one ‘elevated martinis’ and striking views of the rust-colored mountains.
        

        DIABLO’S CANTINA
                Bar
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-730-7777; www.lightgroup.com; Monte Carlo, 3770 Las Vegas Blvd S;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-2am Sun-Wed, 11am-3am Thu-Sat; monorail MGM Grand)
            Raucous Diablo’s has shelves of specialty tequilas, a walk-up frozen drinks bar, heaping plates of nachos and a stage set for DJs and live bands, but the real draw is the Strip-view patio. Things tend to get wild here as the night rolls on.
        

        CARNAVAL COURT
                Bar
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
            
            (www.harrahslasvegas.com; outside Harrah’s, 3475 Las Vegas Blvd S;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            noon-2am; monorail Harrah’s/Imperial Palace)
            Flair bartenders juggle fire as they keep Harrah’s outdoor bar packed with the kind of party people for whom Spring Break never ends. Live bands tear up the stage, while hungry partygoers line up for deep-fried pickles and burgers at the sandwich stand just outside the entrance.
        

        JIMMY BUFFETT’S
            MARGARITAVILLE
                Bar
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
            
            
            (www.margaritavillelasvegas.com; Flamingo; 3555 Las Vegas Blvd S;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            8am-2am; monorail Flamingo/Caesars Palace)
            Parrot Heads, you’ve found your very own paradise on the Strip, with three floors, five bars and a faux volcano exploding hourly, pushing frozen margaritas with names such as ‘Last Mango in Paris’ to overflow into big blenders.
        

        BLUE MARTINI
                Cocktail Bar
            
        
Offline map
        (www.bluemartinilounge.com; Town Square, 6593 Las Vegas Blvd S;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            4pm-3am Mon-Fri, noon-3am Sat & Sun;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce)
            If you find yourself in the new Town Square (
            Click here
            ) complex, this popular martini bar is a must. Locals drop in for happy hour (from 4pm to 8pm) on the open-air patio or in the stylish, low-lit lounge. There’s live music most nights of the week and DJ beats that transform the space into a mini-club later on.
        

        
            [image: categoryentertaingif] 
            Entertainment

        JUBILEE!
                Adult
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            800-237-7469; www.ballyslasvegas.com; Bally’s, 3645 Las Vegas Blvd S; tickets $57-117;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            7:30pm & 10:30pm Sat-Thu; monorail Bally’s/Paris Las Vegas)
            Girls, girls, girls! It’s a showgirl production that Vegas wouldn’t be Vegas without. The topless revue features twinkling rhinestone-bedecked dancers in flashy costumes and enormous headdresses – along with less-than-exciting filler acts. If you can forgive the cheesy undertones, you’ll have a riot, especially if you take time for the backstage tour (
            Click here
            ) first.
        

        LEGENDS IN CONCERT
                Music
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-369-5111; www.harrahslasvegas.com; Harrah’s, 3475 Las Vegas Blvd S; adult $50-60;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            7:30 & 9:30pm Sun-Fri; monorail Harrah’s/Imperial Palace)
            Vegas’ top pop-star impersonator show features real talent mimicking famous vocalists such as the Beatles, Elvis, Madonna and Shania Twain.
        

        IMPROV
                Comedy
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-369-5223; www.improv.com; Harrah’s, 3475 Las Vegas Blvd S; tickets $30-40;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            8:30pm & 10:30pm Tue-Sun; monorail Harrah’s/Imperial Palace)
            The Vegas franchise of this NYC-based chain has the Big Apple’s signature red-brick backdrop. The spotlight is firmly cast on touring stand-up headliners of the moment, often polished by recent late-night TV appearances on 
                The Tonight Show
            
            .
        

        [image: image]JERRY ALEXANDER ©

Don't Miss

            
                Circus Circus
            

            
                If you’re cruising the bedraggled North Strip, don’t overlook Circus Circus casino hotel. Granted, it’s pretty hard to miss, what with the enormous clown-shaped marquee and tent-shaped casino under a gaudily striped big top. From the outside, this sprawling resort looks pretty cheesy – and it 
                    is
                
                . It’s also overrun by kids, baby strollers and hilariously immature adults.
            

            
                The decor inside is a riotous carnival of colors, mainly pinks and oranges, but these days it aims more for 
                    commedia dell’arte 
                than Ringling Bros. Three full-sized 
                    casinos 
                contain more than 2200 slot machines (keep an eye out for those with spinning carousels), plus zany table games such as Casino War, and a low-key 
                    poker room 
                open around the clock.
            

            
                Trapeze artists, high-wire workers, jugglers and unicyclists perform excellent free
                
                    circus acts 
                (
                [image: iconhoursgif]
                shows every 30min 11am-midnight)
                above the casino floor. Just show up and take a seat at the upper-level 
                    Horse-A-Round Bar
                Offline map Google map
                , made infamous by gonzo journalist Hunter S Thompson’s 
                    Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas;
                
                fans will have to settle for popcorn or a sundae as they don’t serve alcohol. Wrapped around the stage is the 
                    Carnival Midway
                Offline map Google map
                , where high-tech video games compete for youngsters’ attention with old-fashioned carnival diversions. Behind the hotel’s west tower is 
                    Adventuredome
                Offline map Google map (www.adventuredome.com; rides $5-8;
                [image: iconhoursgif]
                vary;
                [image: iconfamilygif]
                )
                . Packed with thrills and dozens of rides and attractions, highlights include the double-loop, double-corkscrew Canyon Blaster; the Sling Shot tower ride packing a whopping 4Gs of acceleration; and the stomach-turning Disk’O, Inverter and Chaos rides.
            

            
                NEED TO KNOW
            

Offline map
            
                 
                [image: iconphonegif]
                702-734-0410; www.circuscircus.com; 2880 Las Vegas Blvd S;
                [image: iconhoursgif]
                24hr;
                [image: iconbusgif]
                Deuce;
                [image: iconfamilygif]
                )
            

        


        
            [image: categoryshopgif] 
            Shopping

        FASHION SHOW
                Mall
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-784-7000; www.thefashionshow.com; 3200 Las Vegas Blvd S;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-9pm Mon-Sat, 11am-7pm Sun;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce)
            Nevada’s largest shopping mall is an eye-catcher: topped off by ‘The Cloud,’ a silver multimedia canopy resembling a flamenco hat, Fashion Show contains 250-plus mainstream storefronts and mega-department stores. The hottest new addition to the mainstream lineup is British clothier Topshop (accompanied by Topman for men).
        

        TOWN SQUARE
                Mall
            
        
Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-269-5000; www.mytownsquarelasvegas.com; 6605 Las Vegas Blvd S;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-9:30pm Mon-Sat, 11am-8pm Sun;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            South of Mandalay Bay (and the Strip itself) is this appealing new village-style shopping center. With a range of mainstream shops, eateries and bars, including the happening Blue Martini (
            Click here
            ), Town Square is geared more to locals than to tourists, but it’s worth the trip if you’re traveling with kids – the
            13,000-sq-ft Children’s Park has a tree house inside a 42ft oak, a hedge maze, and the Princess Tower Playhouse.
            Summertime features family events
            from outdoor film screenings to ‘piano 
            in the park.’

        LAS VEGAS PREMIUM
            OUTLETS SOUTH
                Mall
            
        

        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-896-5599; www.premiumoutlets.com; 7400 Las Vegas Blvd S;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-9pm Mon-Sat, 10am-8pm Sun;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            SDX)
            Bargain hunting is practically a sport at the southern branch of Las Vegas Premium Outlets, where 140 stores cater to shoppers with a fashion bent. Popular outlets include DKNY, True Religion, Michael Kors, Coach and Nike. The complex is located on the south end of Las Vegas Blvd, approaching the airport.
        

        BONANZA GIFTS
                Souvenirs
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-385-7359; www.worldslargestgiftshop.com; 2440 Las Vegas Blvd S;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            8am-midnight; monorail Sahara)
            The self-
            proclaimed ‘purveyors of Las Vegas pop culture’ brag about running the world’s largest gift shop. Whether or not it’s true, it’s a blast wading through the truly 
            terrible, 100% tacky selection of souvenirs. Note that prices for kitsch are higher here than on Fremont St downtown.

        [image: image]JOHN ELK III/GETTY IMAGES ©

Don't Miss

            
                Stratosphere
            

            
                Las Vegas has many buildings exceeding 20 stories, but only the 
                    
                    Stratosphere
                Offline map Google map
                
                tops one hundred. Atop the elegantly tapered 1149ft tower, the indoor and outdoor 
                    viewing decks 
                (
                adult/child $16/10)
                afford Vegas’ best 360-degree panoramas. You’ll also find 
                    Top of the World
                 
                (Click here
                ), a revolving restaurant, and the glittering 
                    Level 107
                 
                cocktail lounge (Click here
                ) here. To get to the top of Vegas’ lucky landmark, ride one of America’s fastest elevators, lifting you 108 floors in a mere 37 ear-popping seconds.
            

            
                Once you’ve recovered from the 20mph vertical rocket ride, jump on the tower’s high-altitude 
                    thrill rides
                 
                ([image: iconphonegif]
                702-380-7711; rides $12-13 plus tower admission, SkyJump $110)
                . The newest is 
                    SkyJump
                Offline map Google map
                , a bungee-style thrill that drops riders 108 stories. 
                    Insanity
                Offline map Google map
                swings riders 60ft out from the edge of the tower into thin air, then spins its huge claw arms, elevating at an angle of 70 degrees. Rising further still above it all is the 
                    Big Shot
                Offline map Google map
                , which really gets the blood rushing by rocketing riders in outward-facing seats up and down a steel spire that forms the pinnacle of the tower itself. 
                    X-Scream
                Offline map Google map
                , which dangles riders teeter-totter style over the side of the tower, can be a letdown, though; try to grab a seat on the right-hand side to increase the fear factor. Try the thrill rides at night for maximum effect.
            

            
                At the base of the tapered tower is a casino favored by a loud-talkin’, hard-drinkin’ crowd; there are low-limit table games and 1500 reputedly loose slots and video poker machines. Stuff your face with comfort food while being serenaded by the swingin’, singin’ waitstaff inside 
                    Roxy’s Diner
                 
                (Click here
                ), then spend the rest of your chump change on the Stratosphere’s cheesy production shows or walk next door to the kingdom of kitsch, 
                    Bonanza Gifts
                 
                (Click here
                ).
            

            
                NEED TO KNOW
            

Offline map
            
                 
                [image: iconphonegif]
                702-380-7777; www.stratospherehotel.com; 2000 Las Vegas Blvd S;
                [image: iconhoursgif]
                24hr; monorail Sahara,
                [image: iconbusgif]
                Deuce
            

        


        
            [image: categoryactivitiesgif] 
            Tours

        
            It’s easy enough to tour the Strip on your own via monorail, bus or on foot, but these companies offer more unique experiences. Check online for frequent promotions.
        

        HAUNTED VEGAS TOURS
                Bus Tour
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-339-8744; www.hauntedvegastours.com; Royal Resort, 99 Convention Center Dr; 2½hr show & tour $56)
            A campy sideshow begins a tell-all bus tour visiting Bugsy 
            at the Flamingo casino hotel, creepy Liberace’s cafe, the ‘Motel of Death’ and more.

        VEGAS MOB TOUR
                Bus Tour
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-339-8744; www.vegasmobtour.com; Royal Resort, 99 Convention Center Dr; ticket $66)
            Nighttime bus tour delves into the mafia underworld of Sin City’s past, including celebrity scandals, mobster 
            assassinations and other dirty laundry.
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        E-reader devices vary in their ability to show our maps. To get the most out of the maps in this guide, use the zoom function on your device. Or, visit http://media.lonelyplanet.com/ebookmaps and grab a PDF download or print out all the maps in this guide.
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                Mandalay Bay
            

        

        
            Angular and glittering gold, the massive Mandalay Bay flanks the far south end of the Strip. It’s the first resort most visitors 
            lay eyes on as their taxicabs roll into Las Vegas – and what better introduction to Sin City than this gleaming shrine to haute cuisine and poolside style? Though not as over-the-top as some of its rival resorts further down the boulevard, M-Bay has a solid range of splurge-worthy attractions: three high-end hotels, a wave pool and sandy beach, fine dining institutions presided over by celebrity chefs from Alain Ducasse to Charlie Palmer, a futuristic walk-through aquarium, sultry cocktail lounges high above the neon lights of the Strip, and even a poolside casino. It’s the place where well-heeled thirty-somethings sunbathe, catch live blues and have their favorite bottles of pinot noir plucked from a four-story wine tower by glamorous ‘flying wine angels’ in designer spandex. After all, this is Vegas.

        
    [image: image]Mandalay Bay Beach (Click here) at Mandalay Bay (architect: Klai Juba Architects, WorthGroup
JAMIE PHAM/ALAMY ©
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            Don't miss

                Mandalay Bay’s Best
            

            
                The 1950s-era Hacienda resort was imploded in 1996 to clear the way for Mandalay Bay. The resort’s upscale tropical theme may be subtle, but its grand opening – during which Jim Belushi, Dan Aykroyd and John Goodman cruised through the front doors on motorcycles – certainly wasn’t. Today, a Harley-Davidson crew might look out of place in the regal ivory-hued lobby or on the swish casino floor. Down the resort’s romantically lit passageways lies the Shark Reef Aquarium, one-of-a-kind Mandalay Bay Beach, a pair of spas and world-class eateries.
            

        


        
            »
                
                Offline map
            

            »
                [image: iconphonegif]
                877-632-7800
            

            »
                www.mandalaybay.com

            »
                3950 Las Vegas Blvd S
            

            »
                [image: iconhoursgif]
                24hr
            

        




        
            Shark Reef Aquarium
        

        
            M-Bay’s standout attraction is this 1.3 million gallon walk-through 
                aquarium complex
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-632-4555; www.sharkreef.com; adult/teen 13-17/child 4-13 $18/13/12, child under 4 free, with behind-the-scenes tour $24;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-8pm Sun-Thu, 10am-10pm Fri & Sat last admission 1 hr before closing;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            , the watery home of more than 2000 submarine beasties from large and small sharks and jellyfish to moray eels and stingrays. There’s even a shallow petting pool for kids. Rare and endangered reptiles on display include some of the last remaining golden crocodiles. Admission includes a free audio tour. A staff of biologists, scuba-diver caretakers and naturalists are available to chat as you wander around. Better yet, take the behind-the-scenes tour.
        

        
            Mix Lounge
        

        
            Arrive around sunset for a free glass elevator ride up to some of Vegas’ most breathtaking views at the sky-high 
                Mix Lounge
             
            ([image: iconphonegif]
            702-632-9500; www.mandalaybay.com; 64th fl, THEhotel; cover $20-25, guests of THEhotel $10;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            from 5pm-late).
            Sidle up to the champagne bar, then bust a move on the small disco-style dance floor or kick back at the sleek booth seating before hobnobbing with the glitterati on the vertigo-inducing balcony. While you’re here, check out the mod design and ethereal glass globe chandelier at the adjacent Mix eatery, but skip dinner – you’re better off back on earth, dining at one of M-Bay’s gourmet restaurants on the ground level. You’ll likely skip the cover charge if you arrive early.
        

        
            Mandalay Place
        

        
            Poised on the skybridge between Mandalay Bay and Luxor, 
                Mandalay Place
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-632-7777;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-11pm Sun-Thu, 10am-midnight Fri & Sat)
            is M-Bay’s airy commercial promenade, housing more than 40 trend-setting shops and upscale boutiques such as Elton’s Men’s Store, Maude and Nora Blue, plus an Urban Outfitters, Le Paradis, Optica, Cariloha, the first Nike Golf store and, especially for kids (and kids at heart), the interactive Lick candy shop. Delectable bites for the famished include 
                Burger Bar
            
            and 
                RM Seafood
            
            , while the 
                Minus5 Ice Lounge
            
            gives hot and sweaty shoppers the chance to slip on snow boots and sip vodka cocktails in a bar made entirely 
            of ice.

        
            Mandalay Bay Beach
        


            Eleven acres, 2700 tons of imported California sand, 6ft waves in a 1.6 million gallon wave pool? Needless to say, 
                Mandalay Bay Beach 
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-632-7777; hotel guests free, cabana rentals $200-1800;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            9am-6pm)
            isn’t your grandmother’s swimming pool. Behind M-Bay on the open-air lower level, a trio of cool swimming pools are awash with good-looking crowds, kids float by on inner tubes along the 
                Lazy River
            
            , surf competitions are held on artificial waves, and brides-to-be get poolside manicures. If the stress of gambling in the air-conditioned 
                beachside casino
            
            overcomes you, retire to one of the rooftop cabana villas or unwind at the 
                Moorea Beach Club
            
            , where topless sunbathing and DJs rule. Between May and September, look for musicians from Ziggy Marley to Joss Stone taking to the M-Bay Beach stage as part of the starlit Beach Concert Series.
            
        


        
                
                    Happy Hour Spots
                

                
                    Save your hard-earned cash for the casino and go for discount drinks during happy hour.
                

                
                    
                        Red Square 
                    (
                    [image: iconhoursgif]
                    4-7pm Mon-Fri, 2-7pm Sat & Sun
                    ) Potent vodka cocktails and small plates are on offer for $5 a pop.
                

                
                    
                        Verandah
                     
                    ([image: iconhoursgif]
                    4-7pm
                    ) Specialty cocktails and Italian-inspired hors d’oeuvres by the pool.
                

                
                    
                        Aureole
                     (
                    [image: iconhoursgif]
                    5:30-7pm
                    ) Cocktails and wines by the glass are two-for-one.
                

                
                    
                        Stripsteak
                      
                    ([image: iconhoursgif]
                    4-6pm
                    ) Offers $6 cocktails and $3 beers.
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                    Discover 
                    Mandalay Bay

            


                [image: image]
                    GETTING THERE & AWAY
                

                »
                    
                        Tram
                     
                    A free tram connecting Mandalay Bay and Excalibur, stopping at Luxor on the way, leaves every three to seven minutes between 7am and 10:30pm.

                »
                    
                        Monorail
                     
                    The closest stop to Mandalay Bay is at the MGM Grand, which is a 10- to 15-minute walk away. The train arrives every four to 12 minutes.

                »
                    
                        Bus
                     
                    The Deuce and SDX bus lines,
                    with service to the entire Strip and downtown Las Vegas, stops outside Mandalay Bay every 12 to 15 minutes.
                

                »
                    
                        Taxi
                     
                    A taxi is your best bet if you’re heading downtown. Expect to pay around $20 one way.

            

        
        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Sights

        SHARK REEF AQUARIUM
                Aquarium
            
        

        
            
            Click here
            .
        



        CASINO AT MANDALAY BAY
                Casino
            
        

Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr)
            Tropical flowers and the sound of running water add a jungle vibe to M-Bay’s classy 135,000-sq-ft casino. Well-dressed sports fans and foodies pass through on their way to the upscale Sports Book section and several high-end restaurants, located just off the casino floor. Adjacent to Mandalay Bay Beach (
            Click here
            ) is the three-story 
                Beachside Casino
             
            with an open-air eatery and a blackjack, craps and roulette gaming area overlooking the swimming pool complex. It’s one of the few spots in Vegas where you can gamble in the glow of natural sunlight.
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            [image: categoryeatgif] 
            Eating

        
            Dining options range from
            M-Bay’s upscale, celebrity chef-driven restaurants to more casual eateries in the adjacent Mandalay Place shopping mall. Reservations are highly recommended at the former; click to www.mandalaybay.com/dining or call [image: iconphonegif]
            702-632-7200.
        

            

[image: image]Shark Reef Aquarium
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                    [image: sustainable]BORDER GRILL
                Mexican 
            
                $$
            
        

Offline map
            
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-632-7403; www.bordergrill.com; mains $15-36;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-10pm Mon-Thu, 11am-11pm Fri, 10am-11pm Sat, 10am-10pm Sun;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            ) 
            This festive poolside eatery, with colorful modern murals and views over the Lazy River at Mandalay Beach, features
            
            Latin American fare by chefs from Bravo’s 
                Top Chef Masters
            
            and the Food Network’s 
                Too Hot Tamales
            
            . Try the 
                queso fundido
            
            with chorizo and the rich 
                tres leches
             
            cake, or go for the weekend brunch of Latin-inspired tapas ($30) and all-you-can-drink passion-fruit mimosas ($5). Border Grill uses only hormone-free meat and sustainably caught seafood.


        
            
                Spend the Night
            

            
                Overnight accommodation options at the Mandalay Bay Resort & Casino consist of three separate hotels. The traditional choice is 
                    Mandalay Bay
                 (
                [image: iconphonegif]
                877-632-7800; www.mandalaybay.com; r $90-240;
                [image: iconwifigif][image: iconswimgif]
                ),
                where simple but stylish rooms feature large plasma TVs, high-end linens and warm earth tones. On floors 35 to 39 of the Mandalay Bay Tower, and accessible only by private express elevators, the 
                    Four Seasons Hotel
                 (www.fourseasons.com; r $199-299;
                [image: iconwifigif][image: iconswimgif]
                )
                is the picture of elegance. Standard rooms feature deep soaking tubs and mountain views through sparkling floor-to-ceiling windows. In the adjacent tower, with an entrance at the opposite end of the casino, is the 
                    THEhotel at Mandalay Bay
                 (www.mandalaybay.com/accommodations/thehotel; ste $120-420;
                [image: iconwifigif][image: iconswimgif]
                )
                , a hipper boutique-style hotel where the standard room is a suite (sleeping four) complete with a wet bar and a fashionable marble and granite bathroom. Dog-friendly rooms are available at THEhotel – if you’re traveling with a pet, call ahead for information.
            

            
                A $25 daily resort fee, plus tax, is applied to all Mandalay Bay hotel guests. The fee includes access to the cardio center (not the fitness centers at the Spa Mandalay or Bathhouse), in-room wireless access, and use of the lagoon pool 
                at Mandalay Bay Beach.

        




        [image: sustainable]STRIPSTEAK
                Steak & Seafood
             
                $$$
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-632-7414; www.michaelmina.net; mains $30-72;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5:30-11pm, lounge from 4pm)
            Famed for his seafood restaurants, chef Michael Mina has made a graceful debut into the competitive world of Vegas steakhouses (and with great success – 
                Esquire
            
            magazine named his butter-poached bone-in-top loin one of the best steaks in America). Mina’s minimalist steakhouse features an exceptional menu of corn-fed, all-natural Angus and Kobe beef, decadent appetizers such as Kobe beef carpaccio with coconut and Thai chilies, and classic side dishes with a twist, from broccolini with chorizo to roasted artichokes served with warm
            goat cheese. 

        VERANDAH
                Mediterranean 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-632-5000; Four Seasons Hotel; mains $18-36;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            7am-10pm) 
            This upper-crust oasis at the Four Seasons feels far away from the ding-ding-ding of slot machines. Thanks to poolside seating and a made-to-order donut station, the weekend brunch is beloved by many. During the week, expect a light Italian-inspired menu for lunch, a fabulous afternoon tea (from 3pm to 4pm Monday to Friday), and happy hour (from 4pm to 7pm) by the pool with specialty cocktails and small plates for $5 each.

        BURGER BAR
                American 
            
                $$
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-632-9364; www.burger-bar.com; Mandalay Place; mains $14-25;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-11pm Sun-Thu, 11am-1am Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            Since when can a hamburger claim to be worth $60? When it’s built with Kobe beef, sautéed foie gras and shaved truffles: it’s the Rossini burger, the signature sandwich of chef Hubert Keller. Most menu options are more down-to-earth – diners usually select their own gourmet burger toppings and pair it with a draft microbrew or a treat from the milkshake bar.
        

        FLEUR
                International 
            
                $$$
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-632-9400; http://mandalaybay.com/dining/fleur/; small plates $7-20, mains $24-48;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-10:30pm;
            [image: iconveggif]
            )
            From French chef Hubert Keller of San Francisco’s Fleur de Lys restaurant, this soaring space, outfitted with European linens and flower-patterned china, specializes in seasonal small plates inspired by cuisines from around the globe. Options include New Zealand mussels in a basil and parmesan emulsion, and tuna tacos with cilantro and avocado cream. Imaginative vegetarian options are also on offer.
        

        CHINA GRILL
                Chinese 
            
                $$$
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-632-7404; www.chinagrillmgt.com; mains $16-58;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5-11pm Sun-Thu, 5pm-midnight Fri & Sat)
            Hugely ambitious Marco Polo–inspired takes on traditional themes result in neo-Asian delights such as lobster pancakes and sake-marinated ‘drunken’ chicken. The atmosphere is chic and cool, with family-sized dishes that are meant for sharing. Have a look at the famously indiscreet unisex ‘garden’ bathrooms designed by Jeffrey Beers.
        

        AUREOLE
                Modern American 
            
                $$$
            
        

        Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-632-7401; www.aureolelv.com; mains $30-48;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5:30-10:30pm, wine bar open until midnight)
            Although Charlie Palmer’s seasonal American dishes – roasted pheasant with apple and foie gras compote, truffled brussels sprouts – 
            are the culinary draw at Aureole, the main attraction is the central four-story glass and steel wine tower. Order from the 50,000 bottle list to see Calvin Klein–clad ‘flying wine angels’ scale the tower to score your vintage. A new happy hour (from 5:30pm to 7pm) brings two-for-one drinks to the wine lounge.

        [image: sustainable]RICK MOONEN’S
            RM SEAFOOD
                Seafood 
            
                $$$
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-632-9300; www.rmseafood.com; Mandalay Place; mains restaurant $38-75, cafe $28-49;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11:30am-11pm)
            New York chef Rick Moonen takes a dual approach to the purposefully sustainable catch of the day. Upstairs in the restaurant, haute American dishes perhaps start with ocean rose abalone and end with bittersweet chocolate cake. The downstairs cafe, furnished with rich mahogany tables fronting the shopping promenade, offers a more expansive full menu with a sushi bar and comfort food sides such as gourmet mac ’n’ cheese. Once the spokesperson for the National Resources Defense Council’s ‘Give Swordfish a Break campaign,’ Moonen remains a staunch advocate for sustainable fishing. You won’t find farm-raised salmon here: the menu is heavy on small, line-caught fish sourced from eco-conscious aquaculture operations.
        

        HUSSONG’S CANTINA
            TAQUERIA
                Mexican 
            
                $$
            
        

Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            553-0123; www.hussongslasvegas.com; Mandalay Place; mains $15-19;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-11pm)
            This Baja-style cantina brings rowdy, south-of-the-border attitude to Mandalay Bay’s mall. Considering the original Hussong’s down in Ensenada claims to have invented the margarita, the drinks here aren’t anything special. Standard tacos, nachos, burritos and other Mexican-
            American standards make up the wooden signboard’s menu; try the weekend 'hangover special’ ($13.50), consisting of a bowl of 
                pozole
             
            and a Bloody Mary.

        MIX
                French 
            
                $$$
            
        

        Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-632-9500; www.mandalaybay.com; 64th fl, THEhotel; mains $34-69;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            6-10pm Sun-Thu, 6-10:30pm Fri & Sat)
            A glorious glass elevator ride sets the stage for Mix’s sophisticated, space-age decor – check out the two-story chandelier made of 15,000 hand-blown glass globes and, just beyond it, startling views over the Strip. But the overhyped dining room often fails to reproduce dishes from star chef Alain Ducasse’s Paris and Monaco restaurants, and service is notoriously poor. Take your chances, or just go to the adjacent sky-high lounge for a drink.
        

        HOUSE OF BLUES
            GOSPEL BRUNCH
                Southern
            
             
                $$$
        

        Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-632-7600; www.hob.com; adult/child under 12 $40/20;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            seatings 10am & 1pm Sun;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            ) 
            Saturday night sinners can find redemption at HOB’s Sunday gospel brunch, where your ticket includes unlimited champagne, Southern favorites such as jambalaya, jalapeño cornbread, and warm banana bread pudding.

        
            
                Drinks with VIP Views
            

            
                
                    107 Lounge
                 
                (Stratosphere; Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Foundation Room
                
                (Mandalay 
                Bay; Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Moon
                 
                (Palms Casino Resort; Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Mandarin Bar & Tea Lounge
                 
                (CityCenter; Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Mix
                 
                (THEhotel at Mandalay Bay; Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    VooDoo Rooftop Nightclub
                 
                (Rio Las Vegas Hotel & Casino; Click here
                )
            

        


        [image: categorydrinkgif]
             
            Drinking & Nightlife

        MIX LOUNGE
                Lounge
            
        

        
            
            Click here
            .
        

        RED SQUARE
                Bar
            
        

        Offline map
        
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-632-7407; www.chinagrillmgt.com;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            4pm-1am Sun-Thu, 4pm-2am Fri & Sat)
            How very post-
            
                perestroika:
             
            a headless Lenin invites you to join your comrades for a tipple behind the blood-red curtains of a modern Russian restaurant. There are heaps of caviar, a solid ice bar and more than 200 frozen vodkas, infusions and cocktails. Sable fur coats are kept on hand to loan to those stepping into the private vodka vault. For something more affordable, try the ‘Five for Five’ happy hour (from 4pm to 7pm weekdays and 2pm to 7pm weekends) offering excellent $5 vodka cocktails and bar bites.

        MINUS5 ICE LOUNGE
                Bar
            
        

        Offline map
        
             [image: iconphonegif]
            702-740-5800; www.minus5experience.com; Mandalay Place; entry with parka, gloves & boot rental $15, incl 2 drinks $35;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-2am Sun-Thu, 11am-3am Fri & Sat)
            In a city known for over-the-top gimmicks, this bar has quite a reputation. Don borrowed coats and hats before stepping inside the tiny inner sanctum, kept at an arctic chilled 23°F (-5°C), where everything is made of ice, from artistic sculptures to the glasses your cocktails are served in. No cameras allowed, but if you need a picture of yourself swilling vodka in Eskimo gear, the in-house photographer will oblige. A second location recently opened in the Monte Carlo (
            Click here
            ).
        

        FOUNDATION ROOM
                Nightclub
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-632-7614; www.hob.com/lasvegas; 43rd fl; cover varies)
            House of Blues’ sophisticated nightclub hosts nightly parties in a stylish space that’s half Gothic mansion, half Hindu temple; the expansive views of the Strip are just as impressive as the decor. A rotating lineup of DJs and special events enliven the place every night at 10pm. Though it’s billed as a ‘members-only’ club, it’s easy to get around the rules – look for club promoters around the casino passing out two-for-one drink and entry tickets.
        



[image: image]House of Blues
JERRY ALEXANDER ©



        
            [image: categoryentertaingif] 
            Entertainment

        HOUSE OF BLUES
                Live Music
            
        

        Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-632-7600; www.hob.com; tickets from $20)
            Live blues is the name of the game at this Mississippi Delta juke joint. A variety of big-name touring acts entertain an eager audience with soul, pop, rock and even burlesque – Dita Von Teese has been known to take to the stage here. Other past acts have included BB King and Al Green.
        

        MANDALAY BAY EVENTS
            CENTER
                Live Music
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            632-7580; ticket prices vary) 
            Operatic tenor Luciano Pavarotti performed at the opening of this arena-style events center, which hosts championship boxing, ultimate fighting and headliner concerts from Jon Bon Jovi to Mötley Crüe.

        
            [image: categoryshopgif] 
            Shopping

        MANDALAY PLACE
                Arcade
            
        

        
            
            Click here
            .
        

        
            [image: categoryactivitiesgif] 
            Spas & Activities

        MANDALAY BAY BEACH
                Pool
            
        

        
            
            Click here
            .
        

        SPA MANDALAY
                Spa
            
        

Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            877-632-7300; facials from $85, massages from $95;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            6am-8:30pm)
            This classy 30,000-sq-ft spa, outfitted in fine oak and marble, offers standard massages and facials; book a treatment and you score access to the spacious lounges, water pools and fitness center, as well. Entry is generally restricted to hotel guests during weekends in high season, but it’s worth calling ahead to see if you can get an appointment even if you’re not staying at M-Bay. A day pass to use the facilities is $30.
        

        BATHHOUSE
                Spa
            
        

Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            877-632-9636; THEhotel; facials from $80, massages from $85;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            6am-8pm)
            Seducing both sexes this $25 million minimalist, Asian-inspired spa offers redwood saunas, eucalyptus steam rooms and Ayurvedic herbal baths. It’s a quieter, more intimate alternative to the grander Spa Mandalay. THEhotel guests can use the facilities with a $30 day pass. Nonguests must purchase a spa treatment to enter.
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                Luxor
            

        

        
            Whether you’re arriving in Vegas on an airplane or cruising into town along a desert highway, there’s a fixture on the skyline that never escapes the eye: the striking 30-story pyramid of the Luxor casino-resort. At night a powerful beam of light shoots through the roof 10 miles into the sky like something out of an ’80s-era sci-fi film. Forget cars and planes, the Luxor’s beacon is said to be visible from a spaceship. But despite the high-tech lighting and the exterior grandeur – note the massive stone Sphinx poised at the resort’s entrance – the aging Egyptian-themed Luxor is no longer one of the Strip’s true hot spots. Seemingly constant renovations have brought contemporary eateries and sexed-up nightlife venues to the place, plus swimming pools and a tranquil spa. Still, 
            today’s Luxor has a clamorous and somewhat unrefined vibe that’s best suited to party-hearty twenty-somethings.

[image: image]Sphinx and pyramid, Luxor (architect: Veldon Simpson)
CURTIS MARTIN ©
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Don't Miss

                
                    Luxor’s Best
                

                
                    Named after Egypt’s splendid ancient city on the east bank of the Nile, the landmark Luxor once had the biggest wow factor on the south Strip. While the designer’s theme easily could have produced a pyramid of gaudiness, instead it resulted in a relatively refined shrine to Egyptian art, architecture and antiquities. Some of the more outrageous kitsch has gone the way of the pharaohs, though – in efforts to modernize, the MGM Mirage corporation decided to ‘de-theme’ the Luxor some years ago, taking out the King Tut Museum and many of the faux-Egyptian novelties.
                

                
                    Built in 1993, the 30-story 
                        pyramid
                    
                    , housing an enormous 
                        atrium
                    
                    and cloaked in black glass, is the main focus. The atrium – the world’s largest open atrium when it opened – is so voluminous it could accommodate nine Boeing 747s stacked on top of one another. At the apex of the pyramid, a 40-billion-candlepower 
                        beacon
                    
                    , the world’s most powerful, sends a shaft of bluish-white light 10 miles into the sky, where it’s said to be visible to astronauts.
                

                
                    Out in front of the pyramid is a 10-story crouching 
                        sphinx 
                    and a sandstone 
                        obelisk 
                    etched with hieroglyphics. The pyramid’s interior is adorned with huge Egyptian statues of guards, lions and rams; sandstone walls with hieroglyphic-inscribed tapestries and grand columns; a stunning replica of the Great Temple of Ramses II; and a pharaoh’s treasure of polished marble.
                

                
                    Good-looking eateries such as 
                        T&T Tacos & Tequila
                     
                    (Click here
                    ) and happening nightlife venues including the 
                        CatHouse
                      
                    (Click here
                    ) bring in a younger crowd.
                

                
                    NEED TO KNOW
                

Offline map
                
                     [image: iconphonegif]
                    702-262-4444; www.luxor.com; 3900 Las Vegas Blvd S;
                    [image: iconhoursgif]
                    24hr;
                    [image: iconbusgif]
                    Deuce
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                GETTING THERE & AWAY
            

            »
                
                    Tram
                 
                A free tram connecting Mandalay Bay and Excalibur stops at the Luxor every three to seven minutes between 7am and 10:30pm. The tram travels north to Excalibur before looping to Mandalay Bay, but it’s quicker to walk to Mandalay Bay through Mandalay Place. The Luxor is also connected to Excalibur by an underground moving walkway.

            »
                
                    Monorail
                 
                The closest stop to the Luxor is MGM Grand, a 10- to 15-minute walk away. It comes every four to 12 minutes.

            »
                
                    Bus
                 
                The Deuce bus line, servicing the Strip and downtown Las Vegas, stops outside the Luxor every 12 to 15 minutes.

            »
                
                    Taxi
                 
                A taxi is best to get downtown. Expect to pay around $20 one way.

        

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Sights

        LUXOR CASINO
                Casino
            
        

Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr)
            With a dark, slightly frenetic feel and a confusing layout, the Luxor casino features a few thousand slot and video machines, more than 100 gaming tables, and a race and sports book, plus a few curvaceous female dancers prancing and pirouetting on tabletops at any given time.
        

        
            [image: 11-luxor-fp-dc-lav1]

            
        


            
            TITANIC: THE ARTIFACT
            EXHIBITION 
                Exhibit
            
        
Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            800-557-7428; adult/child $32/24;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-10pm, last entry at 9pm;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            This intriguing permanent exhibition displays more than 300 historic artifacts salvaged from the RMS 
                Titanic
            
            – the luxury passenger liner that sank in the chilly 
            Atlantic in April 1912. The star attraction is a 15-ton slab of metal once affixed to the ship’s starboard hull. Other notable objects include passengers’ perfume vials and leather shoes, a stunning blue sapphire ring and a champagne bottle picked from the wreckage.

        
            [image: categoryeatgif] 
            Eating

        T&T TACOS &
            TEQUILA
                Mexican 
            
                $$
            
        

Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-262-5225; www.tacosandtequilalv.com; mains $12-24;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-11pm)
            Edgy industrial design and a mischievously black-curtained photo booth pull rock ’n’ roll crowds upstairs to this insanely popular taqueria, located in the soaring main atrium of the Luxor. Hot-tamale bartenders and tequila temptresses pour shots and pitchers of sangria, while Sunday brunch brings live mariachi bands and two-for-one margaritas. Happy hour runs from 2pm to 6pm on weekdays.
        

[image: image]Tacos and tequila
JOHN BLOCK/BLEND IMAGES/CORBIS ©


        RICE & COMPANY
                Asian 
            
                $$
            
        

Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-262-4852; mains $17-28;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5-11pm)
            This new Asian bistro brings fresh Chinese and Japanese fusion to the Luxor. The eatery, located in the hotel’s busy atrium, has a simple motto: ‘eat rice, drink tea, slurp noodles, stay healthy.’ Prices seem inflated for simpler dishes, it's better to go for something more innovative from the Cantonese-inspired menu or sushi list, such as the ‘Kiss of Fire’ roll with spicy tuna, shrimp tempura, jalapeño and caviar. You can’t go wrong with sake sangria or the green tea ice cream.
        

        
            
                Spend the Night
            

            
                Though the 
                    Luxor
                 (
                
                
                [image: iconphonegif]
                702-262-4444, 888-777-0188; www.luxor.com/hotel; 3900 Las Vegas Blvd S; r $50-120, ste $120-350;
                [image: iconinternetgif][image: iconswimgif]
                ) 
                isn’t one of the best hotels on the Strip, you do get to sleep in a pyramid. But with the unusual architecture, a transition away from the kitschy Egyptian theme and ongoing renovations, staying here is hit-or-miss. Guest rooms, divided between the pyramid and tower, feature vaguely art-deco furnishings and marble bathrooms. Opt for the newer tower rooms, which have better amenities; pyramid rooms are darker and don’t have bathtubs. Avoid lower floors in the pyramid, which vibrate all night long thanks to the LAX nightclub downstairs. On the other hand, if you stay in the pyramid, you get to ride the Luxor’s unusual high-speed elevators, or ‘inclinators’ because they must travel at a 39-degree angle. Not recommended if you have vertigo.

            
                A mandatory $18 resort fee includes access to the 
                    swimming pool complex
                 (
                [image: iconhoursgif]
                9am-5pm)
                , featuring one of the largest pool decks in Las Vegas. While the fee covers wired in-room internet access, there’s no wireless access in hotel rooms.
            

        


        
            [image: categorydrinkgif] 
            Drinking & Nightlife

        CATHOUSE
                Lounge
            
        

Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-262-4228; www.cathouselv.com; cover $10-30;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10:30pm-late, restaurant 5-11pm)
            Part of Luxor’s after-dark evolution, this ‘loungerie’ fashioned after a 19th-century European bordello, has lingerie-clad coquettes performing saucy vignettes, dueling DJs and a restaurant helmed by caterer-to-the-stars Kerry Simon. The dress code is fashionable, and the crowd young and pleasure-seeking.
        

        LAX
                Nightclub
            
        

Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-262-3960; www.laxthenightclub.com; cover $20-40;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10:30pm-late Wed-Sat)
            Strut your stuff inside this club where the VIP tables border a dance floor that feels like an airport runway between two giant bars – the name is fitting. Nights hosted by Hollywood A-listers and socialites are pulse-pounding; otherwise, expect a boisterous crowd and relatively cheap (for Vegas) drinks. There’s no reason to pay the cover if you can score a complimentary pass from club promoters in the lobby.
        

        
            [image: categoryentertaingif] 
            Entertainment

        FANTASY
                Adult
            
        

Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            800-557-7428; tickets from $39;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10:30pm)
            This deliciously trashy topless revue, billed as ‘sexy couples entertainment’, features gorgeous women of many shapes and sizes, plus a man or two for comedic relief. Most of the music is lip-synched, with the noted exception of lead songstress Lorena Peril. The saucy but tame acts mimic Victoria’s Secret fashion shows and Playboy Mansion–style frolics more than anything truly racy.
        

        CRISS ANGEL
            BELIEVE
                Performing Arts
            
        

Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-352-0197; tickets from $59;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            7pm Tue-Sat, 9:30pm Tue, Fri & Sat)
            Edgy
            magician Criss Angel (of 
                Mindfreak
             
            fame) collaborates with Cirque du Soleil for this dark show featuring 40 illusions, some inspired by Harry Houdini. The eerie choreography is a selling point, but some magic fans are turned off by the headliner’s bravado – and find his tricks less appealing onstage than on TV. If you’re looking for the best of Cirque du Soleil, try another show.
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                New York–New York
            

        

        
            Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses…even if in this version of New York, the people are tired from exploring the Strip, poor from losing at the slot machines, and likely to be huddled over slices of pepperoni pizza in a food court modeled on the real Greenwich Village. Make no mistake; with its spacious guest rooms and slightly cheesy themed bars, this casino-resort is nothing like the Big Apple – except for the fact that, like its namesake, New York–New York isn’t exactly wholesome. This is a place where overgrown frat boys stare up at sexy women dancing on the poker tables and Jersey imports overdo it on martinis in the little ‘Times Square.’
        


            Still, the Vegas version, with its eye-catching outdoor monuments like a mini Statue of Liberty, a scaled down Brooklyn Bridge and a Coney Island–style roller coaster, is good-spirited fun. Start spreading the news.
            
        

[image: image]New York–New York casino hotel (architect: Neal Gaskin)
JOHNNY HAGLUND/GETTY IMAGES ©
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Don't Miss

                
                    New York–New York’s Best
                

                
                    Opened in 1997, the mini-megalopolis of New York–New York features scaled down replicas of the 
                        Empire State Building
                    
                    and the 
                        Statue of Liberty
                    
                    , ringed by a 
                        9/11 memorial.
                    
                    The busy plaza also contains a miniature Brooklyn Bridge, and scale-warped replicas of Grand Central Terminal, the Chrysler Building, Ziggurat and Liberty Plaza buildings and a mini-lake modeled on the New York Harbor. Wrapped around the hotel’s flashy facade is the pièce de résistance, a Coney Island–style 
                        roller coaster
                      
                    (Click here
                    ) with cars resembling New York City taxicabs.
                

                
                    Design elements throughout the property reflect the history, color and diversity of the Big Apple. The resort’s SoHo Village (
                    Click here
                    ) shopping area mimics the brownstone-lined, lamp-lit streets of Greenwich Village. Claustrophobics, beware: this Disneyfied version of the Big Apple can get even more crowded than the real deal.
                

                
                    Inside, restaurants and retail shops hide behind colorful facades stolen from Park Avenue, Greenwich Village and Times Square storefronts. Meanwhile, Cirque du Soleil’s Zumanity
                         
                    (
                    Click here
                    ) titillates couples with sexy acrobatics. And what would a big bad city be without a few watering holes? The 
                        Bar at Times Square
                      
                    (Click here
                    ) is popular with the forty-something crowd; 
                        Nine Fine Irishmen
                     
                    (Click here
                    ) features well-poured pints and live bands; and 
                        Pour 24
                      
                    (Click here
                    ) vends microbrews from around the USA. At 
                        Gallagher’s Steakhouse
                      
                    (Click here
                    ) throw back a dry martini before digging into a New York strip or pretend you’re in the Big Apple’s Little Italy at 
                        Il Fornaio’s
                     
                    (Click here
                    ). Or you could just act like a real New Yorker and grab a 
                        Nathan’s Famous Hot Dog
                     
                    (Click here
                    ) and eat on the go.
                

                
                    NEED TO KNOW
                

                Offline map
                
                    
                    [image: iconphonegif]
                    702-740-6969; www.newyorknewyork.com; 3790 Las Vegas Blvd S;
                    [image: iconbusgif]
                    Deuce, monorail MGM Grand
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                GETTING THERE & AWAY
            

            »
                
                    Walk/Tram 
                A skybridge connects with Excalibur, where you can catch a tram to Luxor and Mandalay Bay.
            

            »
                
                    Monorail
                 
                The closest stop to New York–New York is at the MGM Grand, located across the skybridge. The train comes every four to 12 minutes.

            »
                
                    Bus
                 
                The Deuce bus line, with service to the entire Strip and downtown Las Vegas, stops outside New York–New York every 12 to 15 minutes.

            »
                
                    Taxi
                 
                A taxi is your best bet if you’re heading downtown. Expect to pay around $20 one way.

        

        
        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Sights

        NEW YORK–NEW YORK
            CASINO
                Casino
            
        

        Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr) 
            The resort’s casino attracts a mélange of mostly college-aged kids. Slews of slots and so-so gaming tables are set against a rich backdrop of famous landmarks, with high-limit wagers being placed in the area wittily named ‘Gaming on the Green.’


                    
                [image: 12-new-york-fp-dc-lav1]

                
            

            
            
            CONEY ISLAND EMPORIUM 
                Arcade
            
        
Offline map
        
             (www.coneyislandemporium.com;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            ) 
            Above the casino floor, the gargantuan Coney Island Emporium offers something for kids (and kids at heart) with 200-plus video arcade games ranging from ’80s classics such as Ms Pacman, to the latest Japanese imports, plus laser tag and bumper cars. Just make sure the little ones don’t get too close a look at the scantily clad babes dancing on poker tables down in the casino.

        ROLLER
            COASTER
                Amusement Park
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (single ride $14;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-11pm Sun-Thu, 10:30am-midnight Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            This Coney Island–inspired roller coaster makes a heartline twist-and-dive manoeuvre, producing a sensation similar to that felt by a pilot during a barrel roll in a fighter plane. The rest of the three-minute trip includes stomach-dropping dips, high-banked turns, a 540-degree spiral and blink-and-you’ll-miss-it views of the Strip. As the train nears the end of its 4777ft of track, the coaster disappears through the casino roof. Watch out: your head and shoulders will take a beating on this ride. Hold on tight; note that riders must be at least 54in tall.
        


[image: image]New York–New York's roller coaster
D HURST/ALAMY ©
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            Eating

        
            This rowdy casino hotel has the best-value eats on the south Strip. At the mezzanine level pedestrian entrance is a cluster of fast-food stands including Nathan’s Famous Hot Dogs, Schrafft’s ice cream, Tropicana juice smoothies and 99¢ cups of coffee.
        

        IL FORNAIO
                Italian 
            
                $$
            
        
Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-740-6403; www.ilfornaio.com; breakfast $9-12, dinner mains $14-40;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            7:30-10:30am & 11:30am-midnight;
            [image: iconveggif]
            )
            Feast on wood-fired pizzas, seasonal salads and pastas at this classic New York–style Italian joint. House specialties include lasagna layered with porcini mushrooms ($19); cannelloni stuffed with free-range chicken, Swiss chard, bacon and pecorino ($19); and a spicy linguine tossed with clams, mussels and scallops ($24). Gourmet omelets and waffles bring out the breakfast crowd.
        

        LL FORNAIO PANETERRIA
                Bakery 
            
                $
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            6am-7:30pm)
            You’ll find delectable, freshly baked goods from lemon- 
            pecan scones, to cinnamon coffee cake and hazelnut pastries at ll Fornaio Paneterria by the hotel lobby.

        NINE FINE IRISHMEN
                Pub 
            
                $$
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (www.ninefineirishmen.com;
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-740-6463; mains $14-30;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-11pm;
            [image: iconveggif][image: iconwifigif]
            ) 
            Dig into upscale country Irish cooking at this authentic Irish bar (Click here
            ), which offers a fair menu of stews, bangers and mash, shepherd’s pie and pub grub, washed down with a pint of Guinness. Vegetarians aren’t totally left out – the pub also offers more refined food options such as herb-crusted goat cheese salad and baked brie with oven-roasted tomatoes.
        

        VILLAGE STREET
            EATERIES
                International 
            
                $
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (meals $5-18;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            7am-3am;
            [image: iconveggif][image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            The cobblestone streets of NY–NY’s Greenwich Village are bursting with tasty, budget-saving options: classic 
                Nathan’s Famous Hot Dogs
            
            ; authentic 
                Greenberg & Sons Deli
            
            ; 
                Broadway Burger Bar
            
            for savory burgers made with grass-fed beef sourced from a ranch in Uruguay; bargain pizza slices from 
                Sirrico’s Pizza
            
            ; and 
                Gonzalez Y Gonzalez
            
            , a tequila-soaked Tex-Mex cantina serving dim sum in the morning, plus vegetarian, health-minded dishes all day.
        

        NEW YORK PIZZERIA
                Pizzeria 
            
                $
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (mains $5-10;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-1am Sun-Thu, 10am-4am Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            ) 
            This popular, no-frills pizzeria turns out piping-hot garlic knots and large, dripping slices of pepperoni pizza, plus mini-calzones and overstuffed stromboli. Open late, it’s perfect for a quick stop after you’ve overindulged at the bars.

        GALLAGHER’S
            STEAKHOUSE
                Steakhouse 
            
                $$$
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-740-6450; www.gallaghersnysteakhouse.com; lunch mains $10-16, dinner mains $28-48;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            noon-11pm Sun-Thu, noon-midnight Fri & Sat)
            This classy reproduction of a New York steakhouse (the original Gallagher’s dates from 1927) does a fun lunch with filet mignon sliders and crab-cake sandwiches – and a serious dinner menu with wedge salads, dry-aged bone-in sirloin (the house specialty), Irish organic salmon and roasted lamb chops with a side of four-cheese macaroni. It’s pricey but worth it – and the circular bar is an atmospheric spot for a martini.
        

        CHIN CHIN CAFE &
            SUSHI BAR
                Pan-Asian
             
                $$
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (mains $10-19;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            7:30am-11pm Mon-Fri, 8am-11pm Sat & Sun;
            [image: iconveggif]
            )
            Serves dim sum, 
                kung pao
             
            scallops, orange chicken, sushi and vegetarian noodle dishes. Look for festive cocktails such as the fruity Cirque du Soleil–inspired Zumanitini.

        
            
                Spend the Night
            

            
                Though guest rooms and suites at 
                    New York–New York
                 (r $75-180, ste $130-280;
                [image: iconinternetgif][image: iconwifigif][image: iconswimgif][image: iconfamilygif]
                ) 
                aren’t exactly standouts on the Strip, overnight guests generally give positive reviews – especially those who stay in more recently renovated rooms. Standard ‘Park Avenue’ rooms have 40in flat screen TVs and small marble baths. If you’re able to spend a bit more, consider splashing out on a Marquis suite with a four-person Jacuzzi and views of the Strip below. Note that the wi-fi connection is slow, and coffee-makers are not included in most rooms. If you’re sensitive to the lingering smell of cigarette smoke, talk to the receptionists at the front desk: you’ll want to avoid staying in one of the rooms that’s recently been converted from smoking to non-smoking.

            
                The $18 resort fee includes wireless access in your room and throughout the property, plus access to the swimming pool and fitness center.
            

        


        [image: categorydrinkgif]
            
             
            Drinking & Nightlife

        
            At night lively New York–New York takes on an atmosphere that’s more frenetic frat-boy than sophisticated urbanite.
        

        POUR 24
                Bar
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-740-6969;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr)
            Conveniently poised on the second level and overlooking the busy casino floor that is lined on one side with video poker machines, Pour 24 looks like just any other standard casino bar. The draw is the list of American microbrews – look for Dogfish Head’s 60 Minute IPA, Sin City Stout, Big Sky Moose Drool from Montana, and $14 microbrew flights. It is conveniently located next to the casino’s skybridge entrance, so you can pop in for a quick draft, or bottle, any time of day or 
            night.



        NINE FINE IRISHMEN
                Irish Pub
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (www.ninefineirishmen.com;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-2:45am, live music 9pm;
            [image: iconwifigif]
            )
            Built in Ireland and shipped over piece by piece to America, this pubby establishment has cavernous interior booths and outdoor patio tables beside NY–NY’s Brooklyn Bridge. Genuine stouts, ales, ciders and Irish whiskeys are always stocked at the bar, while live entertainment is a mix of Celtic rock and traditional Irish country tunes, sing-alongs and occasionally dancing.
        

[image: image]Nine Fine Irishmen
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        COYOTE UGLY
                Theme Bar
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (www.coyoteuglysaloon.com;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            6pm-2am Sun-Thu, 6pm-3am Fri & Sat; before/after 9pm free/$10)
            Just like in the movie – well, sort of – this rowdy bar features voluptuous female bartenders dancing seductively on the bar while pouring shots of liquor into the mouths of the delighted, mostly male crowd. Frat boys opt for the ‘Drink Yourself Ugly’ open bar pass ($30 to $35) and its all-you-can-drink beer from 9pm to midnight; there’s a steady stream of drunken dudes stumbling out of this place in the wee hours. On Monday evenings, local ladies and bachelorettes strut their stuff on the bar and the crowd votes for the newest coyote.
        

        BAR AT TIMES SQUARE
                Bar
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (cover free-$10;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-2:30am, live music 8pm-2am)
            Baby boomers dig the sing-along vibe at this packed dueling piano bar with polished wooden floors. Show up early for live music or risk waiting out in Greenwich Village, where latecomers strain to catch a glimpse of the drunken festivities inside. Happy hour runs from 4pm to 8pm weekdays; the ‘Sax Man’ does a free performance from 3pm to 7pm Sunday through Thursday.
        

        SPORTING HOUSE
                Sports Bar
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (www.sportinghouselv.com;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            4-11pm Mon-Thu, 4pm-midnight Friday, 11am-11pm Sat & Sun)
            At this noisy but popular sports bar, athletic events are broadcast on 130 screens while fans swig tall glasses of cold beer.
        

        
            [image: categoryentertaingif] 
            Entertainment

        ZUMANITY
                Performing Arts
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            866-606-7111; www.zumanity.com; tickets $69-105, love seats per couple $250;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            7:30pm & 10pm Fri-Tue)
            Billed as ‘the sensual side of Cirque du Soleil,’ this human zoo amps up the energy, contorted acrobatics and flirtatious eroticism of the troupe’s other risk-taking Strip shows. It won’t take your breath away, though. So what’s the hook? Maybe it’s the curvilinear thrust stage, uninhibited costumes or the aphrodisiacal cocktail menu. No guests under 18 admitted.
        

        BROADWAY
            THEATER
                Performing Arts
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            866-606-7111; tickets from $40;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            Tue-Sun)
            This cozy 200-seat theater shows limited runs of shows such as ‘Spirit of the Dance’ with Dublin’s Irish Tenors.
        

        
            [image: categoryshopgif] 
            Shopping

        SOHO VILLAGE
                Shopping Center
            
        

        Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            866-767-3757;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-10pm) 
            The Greenwich Village–themed shopping area is small, consisting of just a few stores; the Cirque du Soleil–inspired designs at the Zumanity Boutique are the most interesting to peruse.

        
            [image: categoryactivitiesgif] 
            Spas & Activities

        SPA AT NEW YORK–
            NEW YORK
                Spa
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-740-6955; www.newyorknewyork.com/spa; 3rd fl, Empire Tower; day access for guests/nonguests $10/20, massages $65-200, facials $70-160;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            6:30am-7pm)
            In New York–New York’s top-rated fitness room, the cardio machines have personal flat screen TVs and circuit training, weight machines overlook the outdoor swimming pool. The women’s spa has private hydrotherapy tubs, while men have a whirlpool. Both men and women get steam rooms and saunas. A full list of massages and spa treatments is also available.
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                MGM Grand
            

        

        
            For an idea of the billion-dollar MGM Grand’s scope, consider this – when the casino-resort opened in 1993, 39 armored cars delivered $3.5 million in quarters to the casino’s slot machines. Despite its overwhelming size, many sections feel surprisingly intimate, even clubby. The stylish restaurants and nightlife justify the glowing emerald green resort’s motto ‘Maximum Vegas,’ along with a grand pool complex sporting the longest Lazy River ride in town. The resort’s developers have to keep up with the Joneses, though – a gigantic new hotel in Malaysia recently usurped the title of largest hotel in the world. So the ever-evolving MGM Grand is undergoing an ambitious ‘grand renovation,’ adding a shot of style and technology to guest rooms and the casino alike.
        

[image: image]MGM Grand casino hotel
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Don't Miss

                
                    MGM Grand’s Best
                

                
                    Owned by movie company Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, the MGM Grand has borrowed Hollywood themes. Check out the resort’s entrance where flashing LED screens and computerized fountains add extra theatrics to the 100,000lb, 45ft-tall bronze lion statue – naturally, it’s the largest bronze statue in the country. But change is ahead...the highly publicized ‘grand renovation’ signaled the closure of the resort’s famous lion habitat in early 2012. No doubt something equally crowd-pleasing will take its place; currently, a handful of educational attractions, from 
                        CSI: The Experience
                      
                    (Click here
                    , pictured above) to 
                        CBS Television City
                      
                    (Click here
                    ), add a family-oriented atmosphere.
                

                
                    Star-worthy ‘Maximum Vegas’ attractions include Cirque du Soleil’s 
                        
                     
                    (Click here
                    ); the massive 
                        MGM Grand Garden Arena
                      
                    (Click here
                    ), which stages championship boxing and mega-concerts; the sensuous 
                        Crazy Horse Paris
                      
                    (Click here
                    ) topless revue featuring ballet-trained dancers from Paris; an impressive lineup of celebrity chefs’ restaurants (
                    Click here
                    ) and nightlife venues including the Strip’s original ultra lounge, 
                        Tabú
                      
                    (Click here
                    ).
                

                
                    For many, the MGM Grand’s crowning glory is the 
                        grand pool complex
                     (
                    [image: iconhoursgif]
                    8am-6pm)
                    with five swimming pools and whirlpools. At this fabulous outdoor playground, children splash in shallow aqua pools, beautiful women sunbathe in chaise lounges, college students slurp from yard-long strawberry daiquiris and last night’s party crowd recovers under beach umbrellas. The highlight is 
                        Backlot River
                    
                     
                    (
                    [image: iconhoursgif]
                    10am-5pm) 
                    a 1000ft Lazy River – the longest in Vegas – that snakes around the pools, passing through spraying fountains and underneath bridges draped with tropical foliage. Rent an inner tube ($10) or just let the gentle current sweep you along: a trip around this sunny circuit is one of the best people-watching opportunities in Sin City.

                
                    NEED TO KNOW
                

Offline map
                
                    [image: iconphonegif]
                    702-891-7777, 800-929-1111; www.mgmgrand.com; 3799 Las Vegas Blvd S, enter off Tropicana Ave; monorail MGM Grand
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                GETTING THERE & AWAY
            

            »
                
                    Shuttle 
                From the resort’s check-in desk at McCarran International Airport a shuttle bus ($8, from 9am to 11pm) to the hotel includes porter service with luggage delivered directly to your room (until 5pm).
            

            »
                
                    Monorail
                 
                The Las Vegas Monorail connects the MGM Grand to resorts along the east of the Strip.

            »
                
                    Bus
                 
                The Deuce and SDX bus lines, with service to the entire Strip and downtown Las Vegas, stop outside the MGM Grand every 12 to 15 minutes.

            »
                
                    Taxi
                 
                A taxi is your best bet if you’re heading downtown. Expect to pay around $20 one way.

        

        
        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Sights

        MGM GRAND CASINO
                Casino
            
        

Offline map
        
             
            The 170,000-sq-ft casino consists of one gigantic, circular room with an ornate domed ceiling and replicated 1930s glamour, right down to gorgeous restrooms worthy of a quick primp. The gaming areas are equal in size to four football fields and offer a whopping selection of bad-odds slots and the full spectrum of table games. There’s also a flashy race and sports book (they’ve got skyboxes!) next door to a hot poker room, where the hosts hand you a pager after placing you on the computerized wait list. In the high-limit salon, a single hand can easily cost $10K; it’s reserved for Hollywood celebs, pro athletes and whales (high rollers).

        
            [image: 13-mgm-grand-fp-dc-lav1]

            
        

        CSI:
            THE EXPERIENCE
                Exhibit
            
        

Offline map
        
            (Studio Walk; admission $30;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-10pm, last admission at 9pm;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            ) 
            Following the conceit of the popular TV series, this hands-on science exhibit lets visitors play sleuth, collecting evidence from a fake crime scene and analyzing it in a cool interactive ‘lab’ to crack the case. It’s fun and thought-provoking for adults and kids alike.

        CBS TELEVISION CITY
                Exhibit
            
        

Offline map
        
             (Studio Walk; admission free;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-10pm;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            Providing another family-friendly activity on the south Strip, this tech-forward attraction features a video wall, several futuristic theaters, and the 
                Sony 3D Experience
             (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            9:30am-9:30pm)
            , where viewers don 3D eyewear to test out the latest in Blu-ray movies and video games. 

        
            [image: categoryeatgif] 
            Eating

        
            The MGM Grand is a dining powerhouse. For reservations click to www.mgmgrand.com/restaurants or call [image: iconphonegif]
            877-880-0880.
        

        JOËL ROBUCHON
                French 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-891-7925; tasting menus $120-425;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5:30-10pm Sun-Thu, 5:30-10:30pm Fri & Sat)
            The acclaimed Chef of the Century leads the pack in the French invasion of Las Vegas. Adjacent to the high-rollers’ gaming area, Robuchon’s plush dining rooms, done up in leather and velvet, feel like 1930s Paris. Complex seasonal tasting menus promise the meal of a lifetime and they often deliver. Reservations are essential for dining here, as well as at the slightly less-expensive 
                L’Atelier de Joël Robuchon
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-891-7358) 
            next door, where bar seats front an exhibition kitchen.

[image: image]Joël Robuchon
LOOK DIE BILDAGENTUR DER FOTOGRAFEN GMBH/ALAMY ©


        CRAFTSTEAK
                Steakhouse 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-891-7433; 3-course menu from $119;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5:30-10pm Sun-Thu, 5:30-10:30pm Fri & Sat)
            This contemporary, richly wood-laden space may lack exclusivity, what with all the monorail riders walking by, but it makes up for it with an artfully designed menu of grass-fed strip steaks, grilled quail and bison, produce sourced from local family farms, and bounty from the sea such as king salmon, diver scallops and Australian lobster tail. There’s also a huge list of top-shelf bourbon and scotch.
        

        PEARL
                Chinese 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-891-7380; Studio Walk; 3-course menu from $45;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5:30-10pm Sun-Thu, 5:30-10:30pm Fri & Sat)
            This chic Chinese dining room lures adventurous diners with its sleek black lacquer, hanging, red rice-paper lanterns and exotic tea cabinet. Satisfying tasting menus might include the signature spider prawn dumplings, honey-glazed barbecue spare ribs and fine French pastries for dessert.
        

        SHIBUYA
                Japanese 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-891-3001; mains $59-100;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5:30-10pm Sun-Thu, 5:30-10:30pm Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconveggif]
            )
            Come for the stellar sake cellar, dramatic interior design and taste-bud-awakening hot and cold appetizers, such as seaweed dressed up in orange ponzu sauce or snapper 
                ceviche
            
            with lemon-lime and white soy. Sushi rolls ($6 to $24) and family-style teppanyaki menus (from $100 for four people) are better value than pricier entrees and tasting menus. The 
                mochi 
            (Japanese rice cake) ice cream is the perfect finish.
        

        FIAMMA
                Italian 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-891-7600; mains $21-42;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5:30-10pm Sun & Mon, 5:30-10:30pm Tue-Thu, 5:30-11pm Fri & Sat)
            A glowing sunset-colored
            dining room and adjacent romantic fireside lounge makes everyone fall in love with this modern trattoria. Favorites from the menu include short-rib ravioli and creamy risotto with prawns and scallops. 
                Dolci
             
            (sweets) such as cherry mascarpone cream and tiramisu are worth saving room for.

        SEABLUE
                Seafood 
            
                $$$
            
        
Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-891-3486; www.michaelmina.net; mains $22-75;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5:30-10pm Sun-Thu, 5:30-10:30pm Fri & Sat)
            At chef Michael Mina’s Seablue, gourmet seafood from Nantucket Bay scallops to Kumamoto oysters, are flown in from around the world, then served raw, fried, steamed or roasted. For something more affordable, try the chorizo-stuffed Chincoteague clams ($5) at the bar during happy hour (5:30pm to 7pm Sunday to Thursday).
        

        ’WICHCRAFT
                Deli 
            
                $
            
        

Offline map
        
            (mains $6-12;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-5pm;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            This airy, cafeteria-style kitchen does gourmet takeaway sandwiches: think grilled cheddar with smoked ham and baked apple, or roasted pork loin on ciabatta with jalapeños and red cabbage.
        

        RAINFOREST CAFE
                American 
            
                $$
            
        

Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-891-8580; www.rainforestcafe.com; mains $9-25, kids menu $5-15;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            8am-11pm Sun-Thu, 8am-midnight Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            At this jungle-themed chain the hooting and hollering of the wild animal soundtrack (and the 10,000-gallon aquarium) is enough to keep little ones entertained while their parents eat.
        

        
            
                Spend the Night
            

            
                There’s plenty to choose from at the 
                    
                    MGM Grand
                 
                 (
                [image: iconphonegif]
                877-880-0880; www.mgmgrand.com; renovated r $100-165, unrenovated r from $65;
                [image: iconwifigif][image: iconswimgif][image: iconfamilygif]
                )
                ,
                
                where more than 5000 rooms and suites are spread out among four, 30-story towers. But is bigger better? Yes and no. In a hotel this big, guest services tend to be sluggish and you might get lost trying to find your room. But the grand renovation is slowly doing away with the slightly cheap looking decor of the old Hollywood-themed rooms and adding sex appeal to the freshened guest quarters with pop art, jewel-toned furnishings, bronze fixtures, flat screen TVs, backlit vanities, blackout shades in marble bathrooms and convenient media hubs to recharge mobile devices. Even the ‘unrenovated’ rooms (a steal at a mere $65 a night in high season) are looking more modern than they used to.
            

            
                More stylish hideaways within the MGM Grand complex include the 
                    West Wing
                 (r from $150)
                , where modish design rules and walk-in showers for two spice things up. On the top two floors of the MGM Grand are the extravagant 
                    Skylofts
                 (www.skyloftsmgmgrand.com; ste from $1000)
                , where an overnight stay includes a personal butler.
            

            
                Occupying three towers next door to the MGM Grand is 
                    The Signature at MGM Grand
                 (
                [image: iconphonegif]
                877-727-0007; www.signaturemgmgrand.com; ste $170-240)
                , an all-suite property with a non-gaming, non-smoking policy.
            

            
                A $25 resort fee includes in-room internet access and entry to the grand pool complex (
                Click here
                ) and cardio room. Note that MGM Grand guests can check in and get their room keys at the resort’s registration desk in the baggage claim area at McCarran International Airport.
            

        


        [image: categorydrinkgif]
             
            Drinking & Nightlife

        TABÚ
                Lounge
            
        

Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-891-7183; cover from $20;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10pm-late Thu-Mon)
            Sensual sophistication rules Vegas’ original ultra lounge. DJs spin Euro-style house to a futuristic backdrop while stunning hostesses – who also happen to be models – mix cocktails tableside. Tabletop screens feature ‘human locator technology’ that allows lounge-goers to interact with and manipulate projected images – which is cooler than it sounds.
        

        WET REPUBLIC
                Bar
            
        

Offline map
        
             (www.wetrepublic.com; cover male/female from $50/30,
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-6pm Mar-Sep)
            A private section of the grand pool complex (
            Click here
            ) is known as Wet Republic, the city’s first ‘ultra pool.’ Think of it is a nightclub brought out into the sunlight – the mostly twenty- and thirty-something crowd shows up in stylish swimwear for DJ-spun music, fruity cocktails, poolside spa treatments, private bungalow rentals, and bobbing oh-so-coolly around a pair of saltwater pools while checking out the bikini-clad scenery.
        

        ROUGE
                Lounge
            
        

Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-891-7777;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            4pm-late Sun-Thu, 1:30pm-late Fri, noon-late Sat)
            This sleek lounge feels like a glowing blossom turned inside out. A massive wall of liquor bottles with flashing backlit images, plus red leather and chrome seating, enhance the mod design vibe. Further novelties include flavored ice cubes and designer-dressed models who double as servers.
        

        CENTRIFUGE
                Bar
            
        

Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            noon-3am Mon-Fri, 11am-4am Sat, 11am-3am Sun)
            This hip, intimate bar specializing in progressive music is an ideal spot for a pomegranate mojito before heading out for the night – or when winding down from the club circuit.
        

        STUDIO 54
                Nightclub
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            This industrial three-story club, undergoing an overhaul as part of the grand renovation, was closed at the time of writing. Check in to see what MGM has done with it.
        

        
            [image: categoryentertaingif] 
            Entertainment

        KÀ
                Performing Arts
            
        

Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-891-1984; www.cirquedusoleil.com; adult $69-150, child $35-75;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            7pm & 9:30pm Tue-Sat;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            Cirque du Soleil
            makes this sensuous story of imperial twins, mysterious destinies, love and 
            conflict a hot ticket. Instead of a stage, there’s a grid of moving platforms elevating a frenzy of martial arts-inspired performances.

        CRAZY HORSE PARIS
                Adult
            
        

Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-891-7777; tickets $50-60;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            8pm & 10:30pm Wed-Mon)
            At the artiest topless show in town, the red room’s intimate bordello atmosphere oozes sex appeal. Ballet-trained dancers straight from Paris’ Crazy Horse Saloon perform provocative cabaret numbers interspersed with voyeuristic and humorous 
                l’art du nu 
            vignettes and black and white film clips. 
                Zut alors
             
            – it’s a classy peep show par excellence.

        MGM GRAND GARDEN
            ARENA
                Concert Venue
            
        

Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            877-880-0880; www.mgmgrand.com/entertainment/grand-garden-arena.aspx; ticket prices vary;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            box office 9am-9pm)
            Madonna, U2, Barbra Streisand, Lady Gaga, Bruce Springsteen and the Rolling Stones have all rocked the stage of this 16,800-seat arena, which also hosts championship boxing tournaments.
        

        
            [image: categoryshopgif] 
            Shopping

        
            Find luxury shops, clothing stores, and run-of-the-mill souvenir outlets near the lower lobby, along Studio Walk and scattered throughout the resort.
        

        HOUDINI’S MAGIC SHOP
                Children
            
        

Offline map
        
            (www.houdini.com;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-11pm;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            ) 
            The family-friendly Houdini’s Magic Shop is packed with gags, magic tricks and sometimes, performing, tuxedoed magicians. Other locations are at Planet Hollywood, New York–New York and the Venetian.

        
            [image: categoryactivitiesgif] 
            Spas & Activities

        
            The longest Lazy River in Las Vegas is just one of the appealing features at the grand pool complex (
            Click here
            ).
        

        GRAND SPA
                Spa
            
        

Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-891-3077; general access $25, massages $80-310, facials $75-195;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            6am-7pm Mon-Thu, 6am-8pm Fri-Sun)
            The two-hour ‘Dreaming Ritual,’ employing aboriginal massage techniques, is the signature treatment at this sprawling 30,000-sq-ft spa. Nonguests can only make appointments Sunday through Thursday.
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        GETTING THE MOST OUT OF LONELY PLANET MAPS

        E-reader devices vary in their ability to show our maps. To get the most out of the maps in this guide, use the zoom function on your device. Or, visit http://media.lonelyplanet.com/ebookmaps and grab a PDF download or print out all the maps in this guide.
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                CityCenter
            

        

        
            Goodbye, kitsch and cigarette smoke – hello, high style. MGM Mirage’s CityCenter complex is a towering, luxury playground whose spiring boutique hotels and high-minded public artwork have transformed both the skyline and the cultural landscape of the Strip. Sure, we’ve seen this symbiotic relationship before (think giant hotel anchored by a mall ‘concept’), but the way this Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)– 
            certified complex places a small galaxy of hyper-modern, chichi hotels in orbit around the glitzy Crystals shopping center is a first.

        
            The uber-upscale spread includes the subdued, stylish Vdara, the hush-hush opulent Mandarin Oriental and the dramatic architectural showpiece ARIA, with a sophisticated wood and chrome casino that provides a fitting backdrop for its visually stunning restaurants. Add into the mix a Japanese-style spa, an offbeat Cirque du Soleil show, kid-friendly exhibits outside the entrance to Christian Dior, and a buzzing nightlife scene at the Cosmopolitan Hotel – and you’ve got the super-sleek, otherworldly CityCenter.
        
    [image: image]ARIA casino (architect: Pelli Clarke Pelli Architects), City Center
ROBERT HARDING WORLD IMAGERY/ALAMY ©
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            Don't miss

                CityCenter’s Best
            

            
                You wouldn’t know it by staring up at the 
                gleaming Crystals shopping center or sashaying through the lobby of the high-design ARIA resort, but CityCenter got off to a rough start. These futuristic high-rises were originally intended as high-roller condo buildings before the recession hit, then construction faltered and even came to a standstill before the complex was re-imagined as a contemporary mini ‘city’ of cutting-edge hotels, restaurants and designer boutiques. In Vegas themed hotels compete to outdo each other – but CityCenter beats the competition by not competing at all.

        



        
            »
Offline map
                
            

            »
                www.citycenter.com
            

            »
                3730 Las Vegas Blvd S
            

            »
                [image: iconhoursgif]
                24hr
            

            »
                [image: iconbusgif]
                Deuce
            

        



        
            Crystals
        



        
            Win big at blackjack? Then shop till you drop at Christian Dior, Versace and Stella McCartney at 
                Crystals
             (www.crystalsatcitycenter.com; 3720 Las Vegas Blvd S;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-11pm Sun-Thu, 10am-midnight Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            , City-
            Center’s sleek shrine to haute couture. The structure is also an architectural and cultural attraction in its own right. Admire the soaring ceilings; the glass canopy jutting out onto the Strip; a sleek three- 
            story ‘tree house’ made of smooth, dark wood; striking rows of trees laced with twinkling lights, as well as a child-friendly, high-tech art installation involving neon lights and glass-encased funnels of swirling water. It also holds rotating exhibits.

        
            Ecofriendly Amenities
        

        
            In this desert megalopolis – where neon lights burn brightly and millions of air conditioners pump around the clock – it’s not easy being green. Count on forward-thinking CityCenter, Gold LEED–certified and officially named one of the world’s largest sustainable developments, to attempt the impossible. First, the developers reused around 80% of the remains of the imploded Boardwalk Hotel; then, they installed a natural gas cogeneration plant to heat water and launched a line of stretch limousines powered by clean-burning compressed natural gas. Even the slot machines in ARIA’s casino are energy efficient.
        

        
            Fine Art Collection
        

        
            Featuring a striking range of large-scale art installations, contemporary sculptures and larger-than-life abstract paintings, CityCenter’s 
                Fine Art Collection 
            is one of the largest corporate art collections in the world and is displayed throughout the complex’s public spaces. Notable contributors include artists Nancy Rubins, Jenny Holzer, Frank Stella and Maya Lin, whose 84ft-long 
                Silver River
             
            hangs over ARIA’s front desk. You can pick up more information at the resort, but the real appeal is the unexpected works around every corner.

        [image: local-know]

            
                Don’t Miss List
            

            
                BY CHRIS HORNAK, CLUB PROMOTER
            

            
                1 HAZE
            

            
                While smaller than the mega-clubs around town, Haze (
                Click here
                ) can be a great place to let loose. The sound system and lighting are some of the best in town and they keep it packed with top-tier celebrity hosts such as Ludacris. My favorite night is Thursday as it’s a local crowd – and getting in is much easier than a busy Friday or Saturday.
            

            
                2 COSMOPOLITAN HOTEL
            

            
                Great live bands perform at Book & Stage (
                Click here
                ) and funky DJs keep BOND (
                Click here
                ) fun and fresh. The Chandelier (
                Click here
                ) is a great place to mingle before checking out Marquee nightclub (
                Click here
                ), an amazing indoor/outdoor club. Go on Mondays when the party is made up of mostly locals.
            

            
                3 LIQUID POOL
            

            
                Relatively speaking, 
                    Liquid Pool
                 (
                [image: iconphonegif]
                702-693-8300; http://lightgroup.com/las-vegas/daylife/liquid-pool-lounge; ARIA; cover varies;
                [image: iconhoursgif]
                11am-6pm Mar-Sep) 
                is a very small pool party. Many people like its intimate and relaxed setting but the pricing is often comparable to the mega-pools in town. It’s a great place to relax the day away.

            
                4 XS AT ENCORE
            

            
                XS (
                Click here
                ) is centered around a gorgeous pool and has a huge arena layout. The world’s best DJs are often on the turntables, and the scene is very upscale. Go on Mondays as the party is great, the cover is cheap and the lines are much shorter.
            

            
                5 THE PALMS
            

            
                My absolute favorite club in Vegas is Moon (
                Click here
                ). The view of the Strip from the open-air patios is stunning. When the roof over the dance floor opens up, the crowd goes wild. Rain (
                Click here
                ) is a true clubber’s club! It has a huge circular dance floor, big-name DJs and special effects that are the best in town.
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                    Discover CityCenter
                

            




                [image: image]
                    GETTING THERE & AWAY
                

                »
                    
                        Tram
                     
                    A free tram connects CityCenter to Bellagio from 8am to 4pm, stopping at Monte Carlo and Crystals on the way. The tram arrives about every 10 to 15 minutes.

                »
                    
                        Monorail
                     
                    Cross Las Vegas Blvd to Bally’s/Paris Las Vegas monorail station. The train connects to various resorts along the east of the Strip.

                »
                    
                        Bus
                     
                    The Deuce bus line, with service to the entire Strip and downtown Las Vegas, stops outside ARIA every 12 to 15 minutes.

                »
                    
                        Taxi
                    
                    A taxi is your best bet if you’re heading downtown. Expect to pay around $20 one way. 

            

        
        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Sights

        FINE ART COLLECTION
                Gallery
            
        

        
            
            Click here
            .
        


            
            CASINO AT ARIA 
                Casino
            
        

        Offline map

        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            866-359-7778;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr)
            You need only take a few steps inside CityCenter’s star casino to see it’s one of the classiest –
            if not 
                the
             
            classiest – in Vegas. Thoughtfully designed, seductively illuminated and ringed with stylish bars and eateries, it’s a sophisticated place to throw your money away. Look for all the usual suspects, plus exclusive spaces such as the SPIN high limit room – where a super-modern jackpot payout system sets the pace for the future of gaming – and high-stakes blackjack in the sleek Carta Privada game room. Though smoking is allowed in the casino, you can hardly detect it: there’s no odor of cigarettes hanging in the air, nor a single overflowing ashtray.



        
                [image: 14-city-center-fp-dc-lav1]

                
            




        
            [image: categoryeatgif] 
            Eating

        
            CityCenter’s ARIA casino-resort, the Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas hotel, Mandarin Oriental and Crystals shopping center all draw epicureans. To make a reservation at ARIA, log onto www.arialasvegas.com/dining or call [image: iconphonegif]
            877-230-2742; for the Cosmopolitan, log onto www.cosmopolitanlasvegas.com/taste.aspx or call [image: iconphonegif]
            877-893-2003.
        






        
            ARIA
        



       JULIAN SERRANO
                Tapas 
            
                $$$
            
        

                Offline map


            (tapas $4-25;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11:30am-11pm Sun-Thu, 11:30am-11:30pm Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconveggif]
            )
            A splash of sunset colors stolen straight from Ibiza enlivens this sociable tapas bar,
            
            
            positioned for prime people-watching just off ARIA’s hotel lobby. Start off with white sangria, then choose several small plates: marinated olives, chorizo samplers, stuffed 
                piquillo
             
            peppers, freshly grilled calamari or a killer charcuterie platter. Paellas ($40 to $45) are more than enough for two people. It’s an energetic spot for a casual but sophisticated meal.

[image: image]The Cosmopolitan's Art-o-Mat
BRIDGET GLEESON ©








        BAR MASA
                Japanese 
            
                $$$
            
        
        Offline map
        
            (mains $16-42;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5-11pm Wed-Sat;
            [image: iconveggif]
            )
            After finding fame in New York, contemp- 
            orary Japanese chef Masayoshi Takayama brought his talents to the ARIA’s brand-new restaurant. Fresh and gorgeously prepared noodles, sashimi and sushi win raves, while his gourmet hibachi menu offers plenty of vegetarian-friendly options (
                Nasu
            
            eggplant with 
                yuzu
            
            miso, anyone?) In a smaller, more exclusive space called 
                Shaboo
             (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5-9pm Fri & Sat)
            guests are seated in a cool, high-design setting – the natural materials and clean lines call to mind an eatery in Tokyo – for a carefully curated 
                omakase
            
            (fresh tasting menu) dining experience featuring 
                shabu-shabu
            
            , or Japanese-style hot pot.
        

        [image: image]BRIDGET GLEESON ©


Don't Miss

            
                Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas
            

            
                Hipsters who have long thought they were too cool for Vegas finally have a place to go where they don’t need irony to endure – much less enjoy – the aesthetics. Like the new Hollywood ‘IT’ girl, the 
                    Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas
                 
                looks fabulous at all times. Expect a steady stream of ingénues and entourages, plus regular folks who enjoy contemporary design. It’s a stylish good time, but the Cosmo avoids utter pretension, despite the constant wink-wink, retro moments: the Art-o-Mats (vintage cigarette machines hawking local art rather than nicotine), the help-yourself pool tables surrounded by old-school leather armchairs, the larger-than-life red stiletto heel on the casino floor that you can climb right into for a tongue-in-cheek Vegas photo op.

            
                Dangling like a glimmering ornament in the center of the Cosmo is the gorgeous 
                    Chandelier
                  
                (Click here
                ), a three-tiered cocktail bar draped with glass beads. From the outside, it looks like it’s glowing, and inside, perched on a velvet loveseat, you’ll feel like you’re sipping champagne inside a rosy jewelry box.
            

            
                Other va va va voom hotel bars – from 007-esque lounge 
                    BOND
                  
                (Click here
                ), to live-music joint 
                    Book & Stage
                 
                (Click here
                ) – live up to the hotel’s name. Day- and nightclub 
                    Marquee
                  
                (Click here
                ) draws in fashionistas and retro bikini-clad babes for afternoon lounging under the poolside cabanas.
            

            
                Lighthearted onsite eateries include Chinese-Mexican street food-inspired 
                    China Poblano
                  
                (Click here
                ) and Spanish tapas at 
                    Jaleo
                
                . For an idea of where the Vegas buffet tradition is headed, check out the modern spread at 
                    Wicked Spoon's buffet
                 
                (Click here
                ), then conk out on a chaise lounge by one of the hotel’s three swimming pools.
            

            
                NEED TO KNOW
            

Offline map
            
                
                [image: iconphonegif]
                866-539-0036; www.cosmopolitanlasvegas.com; CityCenter, 3708 Las Vegas Blvd S
            

        


        LEMONGRASS
                Thai 
            
                $$
            
        

                Offline map
        
            (mains $12-29;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-2am;
            [image: iconveggif][image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            This modern, aesthetically pleasing Thai and Asian-fusion eatery offers some of ARIA’s most economical meals – in addition to a satay bar, there are reasonably authentic soups and noodle dishes from flavorful 
                tom yum
             
            with mushrooms to drunken noodles with seafood and pepper beef udon. Convenient, quick and open later than some of the resort’s finer dining establishments, it’s certainly a solid standby. A word to the wise: use caution when ordering from the one to 10 spice levels, some dishes are truly mouth-searing.

        [image: image]BRIDGET GLEESON ©

Don't Miss

            
                ARIA
            

            
                CityCenter’s dramatic architectural showpiece is 
                    ARIA
                
                , a thoroughly contemporary resort hotel with a sophisticated wood and chrome 
                    casino
                 
                (Click here
                ) that provides a fitting backdrop for its stunning restaurants. At the chic but casual 
                    Julian Serrano
                 
                (Click here
                ) tapas eatery, located just off the main lobby, quaff delicious white sangria and share small plates of stuffed olives while watching the comings and goings of big-shot gamblers and women in Donna Karan’s latest resort wear. Cross the pedestrian promenade to the high-end 
                    Sage
                 
                (Click here
                ), specializing in sustainable farm-to-table cuisine, or step into 
                    Bar
                 
                    Masa
                 
                (Click here
                ) to taste-test the fresh noodles and sushi that made Japanese chef Masayoshi Takayama famous in New York.
            

            
                Key pieces of CityCenter’s 
                    Fine Art Collection
                 
                (Click here
                ) are located inside ARIA. Look for Maya Lin’s massive 
                    Silver River 
                above the registration desk, and poet-sculptor Tony Cragg’s extraordinary stainless steel column sculptures at the entrance to the self-park garage. By the north valet, Jenny Holzer’s 
                    Vegas
                
                features the artist’s ‘truisms’ scrolling across large LED panels. Even though you’re inside one of Vegas’ most cutting-edge resorts, you can still pay your respects to a symbol of old-school Sin City: pop into 
                    Gold Lounge
                  
                (Click here
                ), a fanciful black and gold-hued cocktail bar evoking the vintage glamour of Elvis Presley’s Memphis mansion. Also onsite is a Japanese-inspired spa and 
                    Haze
                  
                (Click here
                ), CityCenter’s prime nightclub, where hip-hop stars such as Ludacris draw in crowds from all over the Strip.
            

            
                NEED TO KNOW
            

Offline map
            
                
                [image: iconphonegif]
                866-539-0036; www.arialasvegas.com; CityCenter, 3730 Las Vegas Blvd S
            

        


        [image: sustainable]SAGE
                Modern American 
            
                $$$
            
        

                Offline map
        
            (mains $25-54;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5-11pm Mon-Sat;
            [image: iconveggif]
            )
            Chef Shawn McClain brings his seasonal farm-to-table cuisine to the Strip. The gorgeous backlit bar mural almost steals the scene, but creative twists on meat-and-potatoes classics and outside-the-box vegetarian offerings shine. Serious foodies often opt for the tasting menu ($79). After dinner, sip an absinthe or an innovative cocktail prepared by a first-rate mixologist.
        

        JEAN GEORGES
            STEAKHOUSE
                Steakhouse 
            
                $$$
            
        

                Offline map
        
            
            (mains $26-54;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5-10:30pm)
            Fusing the most eclectic tastes from East and West, this Michelin-starred chef’s serious steakhouse is extraordinary. Just upstairs from ARIA’s casino, soothingly low lighting and squeezed-together tables don’t distract too much from inventive tastes such as black-truffle fritters, rice-cracker encrusted tuna or soy-glazed short ribs, along with bone-in filet mignon.
        

        
            Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas
        

        CHINA POBLANO
                Fusion 
            
                $$
            
        

                Offline map
        
            
            (mains $6-32;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11:30am-11:30pm, 10am-11.30pm Fri & Sun)
            Noodles and tacos, together? An eye-catching eatery from José Andrés mixes two unlikely cuisines – Chinese and Mexican – in a lively, hipster-friendly space where the glow of neon signs brightens darkened booths and bar stools. Affordable, street food-inspired menu options include soy-marinated duck tacos and braised pork sandwiches; you can also play it safe with plates from one side or the other, such as made-to-order guacamole or cucumber-stuffed spring rolls.
        

        JALEO
                Tapas 
            
                $$$
            
        

                Offline map
        
            
            (tapas $6-24, mains $28-72;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-midnight Sun & Tue-Thu, 11am-2am Fri, Sat & Mon;
            [image: iconveggif]
            )
            The Vegas version of José Andrés’ flagship restaurant in Washington DC – a pioneer in Spanish food in the US – brings modern tapas to a light-hearted setting with a rustic chic look: recycled wooden tables with mismatched chairs, whimsical glassware, colorful details left and right. Try the potent sangria and a few traditional small plates like 
                pan con tomate,
             
            a thick slice of Spanish-style bread topped with manchego cheese and tomatoes, or something more innovative such as the gin and tonic oysters.

        HOLSTEINS
                American 
            
                $$
            
        

                Offline map
        
            (http://holsteinslv.com; mains $11-18;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-midnight Tue-Thu, 11am-2am Fri-Mon)
            At the graffiti-lined Holsteins, hand-crafted burgers are all the rage, plus all-American classics with a gourmet twist – fried pickles, truffle lobster mac ’n’ cheese, Pop Tart sundaes, milkshakes spiked with chocolate vodka. Choose a burger that’s big or small on the ‘big buns’ and ‘little buns’ list, or splash out on the ‘billionaire burger’ ($28) with Kobe beef and foie gras.
        

        WICKED SPOON
                Buffet
             
                $$
            
        

                Offline map
        
            
            (brunch/weekend brunch/dinner incl non-alcoholic drinks $22/29/35;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            brunch 8am-2pm Mon-Fri, 8am-3pm Sat & Sun, dinner 5-9pm Sun-Thu, 5-10pm Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconveggif]
            ) 
            Vegas buffets are getting cool again. The Wicked Spoon spread has the expected stations for meat, sushi, seafood and desserts, but there’s more of a global focus; small portions of freshly prepared dishes are served on individual plates that you grab to take back to your table. The price includes fruit juice and water, while cocktails go for $5 during the 5pm to 7pm happy hour.

        
            Crystals
        

        WOLFGANG PUCK
            PIZZERIA & CUCINA
                Italian 
            
                $$$
            
        

                Offline map
        
            
            (www.wolfgangpuck.com; mains $15-28;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11:30am-10pm Sun-Thu, 11:30am-11pm Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconveggif]
            )
            Wolfgang Puck landed this primo terrace upstairs at Crystals mall, where crispy, creative pizzas are the stars of the menu, or stick your knife into modern Cal-Italian classics such as ricotta gnocchi, wild mushroom ravioli or eggplant parmesan. A hand-picked wine list includes both European and American varietals.
        

        SOCIAL HOUSE
                Pan-Asian 
            
                $$$
            
        

                Offline map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-736-1122; www.socialhouselv.com; mains $19-36;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5-10pm Sun-Thu, 5-11pm Fri & Sat, bar open late)
            You won’t find a sexier sushi bar and pan-Asian grill anywhere on the Strip. Low-slung tatami cushions, faded Japanese woodblock prints and a sky terrace inside Crystals mall all add up to a seductively date-worthy atmosphere. Don’t be surprised if you spot a Hollywood celeb here.
        

        
                
                    Spend the Night
                

                
                    Want to hang your hat at CityCenter? As long as you’re not looking for a bargain, there’s something for everyone. Twenty- and thirty-somethings with serious cash to spend opt for the 
                        
                        Cosmopolitan Hotel
                     
                     (r $250-375, ste $400-615;
                    [image: iconwifigif][image: iconinternetgif][image: iconswimgif]
                    )
                    with its hip dining and nightlife scenes, and stylish, tech-friendly guest rooms. The sleek suites at 
                        ARIA
                     (r $179-259, ste $475-725;
                    [image: iconinternetgif][image: iconwifigif][image: iconswimgif][image: iconfamilygif]
                    )
                    attract a sophisticated, if more mature, clientele – including families traveling with kids. Business travelers and high rollers check into the five-star 
                        Mandarin Oriental
                     (
                    [image: iconphonegif]
                    866-539-0036; www.mandarinoriental.com; 3752 Las Vegas Blvd S; r $225-355; ste $435-555;
                    [image: iconinternetgif][image: iconwifigif][image: iconswimgif]
                    )
                    , while eco-minded urbanites like the non-smoking, non-gaming policy at the luxurious 
                        Vdara Hotel & Spa
                     (
                    [image: iconphonegif]
                    866-539-0036; www.vdara.com; 2600 W Harmon Ave; ste $129-289;
                    [image: iconinternetgif][image: iconwifigif][image: iconswimgif]
                    )
                    .
                

            


            
            Mandarin Oriental
        

        TWIST BY PIERRE
            GAGNAIRE
                French 
            
                $$$
            
        

                Offline map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            888-881-9367; 3-course tasting menu with/without wine pairing $175/105, 6-course menu with/without wine pairing $295/189;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            6-10pm Tue-Thu, 6pm-10:30pm Fri & Sat)
            If Twist’s sparkling nighttime Strip views don’t make you gasp, the high-modern French cuisine by this three-star Michelin chef just might. Seasonal tasting menus might include squid-ink 
                gnocchetti
             
            topped with carrot gelée or langoustine with seaweed ice cubes, followed by asparagus ice cream with tart green apples. Reservations essential; a business casual dress code is enforced. Waiting for your table? Have an aperitif while taking in glittering Strip views at the nearby Mandarin Bar & Tea Lounge.

        [image: categorydrinkgif]
             
            Drinking & Nightlife

        CHANDELIER
                Cocktail Bar
            
        

                Offline map
        
             (Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr)
            The design behind this elegant cocktail bar, towering high in the center of the Cosmopolitan’s shopping gallery, is inventive yet beautifully simple. The towering structure, consisting of three levels connected by romantic curved staircases, is draped with strands of glass beads. The first level hosts DJs, the second is the headquarters for molecular mixology (try the Fire Breathing Dragon with raspberries, lemongrass and Thai chili) and the third level specializes in floral and fruit infusions. With its ethereal vibe and no cover, Chandelier is a major hit.
        

        BOND
                Bar
            
        

                Offline map
        
            (Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11pm-4am) 
            Fashion-forward BOND feels like a cross between a bar and a nightclub. Instead of staying on your feet, kick back with the blood orange-infused house cosmo while sultry dancers prowl the tabletops, modern art installations catch the eye through high windows, DJs spin tunes and bright projected images flit across the ceiling.

        MARQUEE
                Nightclub
            
        

                Offline map
        
            (Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10pm-4am Mon & Thu-Sat)
            The Cosmopolitan’s glam nightclub opened to a packed crowd on New Year’s Eve 2010. Inside it features a multimillion-dollar sound system and a small but happening dance floor surrounded by towering LED screens displaying light projections complementing DJ-spun house music. In warmer months the outside Dayclub features a lively party deck overlooking the Strip and cabanas with private infinity pools.
        

        HAZE
                Nightclub
            
        

                Offline map
        
             (ARIA;
             
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10:30pm-4am Thu-Sat)
            At CityCenter’s mega-club, headliners include big-name hip-hop stars. Sultry dancers in boudoir-inspired get-ups writhe above a claustrophobic, usually jam-packed, dance floor.
        

        GOLD LOUNGE
                Lounge
            
        

                Offline map
        
             (ARIA;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            6pm-4am Tue-Sat)
            This plush drinking den channels Elvis Presley’s Memphis mansion with vintage-glam gold and black decor, classic cocktails and a glowing horse-shaped lamp. It’s a relaxed but fashionable stop for a drink or two on your way out to the clubs.
        

        BOOK & STAGE
                Bar
            
        

                Offline map
        
            
            (Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-3am, music from 10pm Wed-Sat)
            This isn’t a literary-themed bar – this is Vegas afterall, where ‘book’ refers to ‘sports book.’ Pair your craft beer with a little entertainment at this watering hole – you can sink into a cozy easy chair and bet on sporting events, or catch some live funk or acoustic guitar, depending on the line-up. Well-respected indie acts frequently take the small stage here, and while the drinks don’t come cheap, the music is free.
        

        
            [image: categoryentertaingif] 
            Entertainment

        ZARKANA
                Performing Arts
            
        

                Offline map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-590-7760; www.cirquedusoleil.com; Zarkana Theater, ARIA; tickets $69-180;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            7 & 9:30pm Fri-Tue;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            Cirque du Soleil’s latest contribution to the Las Vegas theater scene, 
                Zarkana
            
            , took up residence at ARIA in late 2012. Set in a bizarre fantasy world, the story engages with the themes of lost love and redemption – but of course you’re really here to see 75 world-class acrobats do their thing.
        

        
            [image: categoryshopgif] 
            Shopping

        
            Design-conscious Crystals is the most striking shopping center on the Strip. 
            Click here 
            for more. You’ll also find bohemian-chic boutiques and perfume emporiums spread out among the bars and restaurants of the Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas.

        
            [image: categoryactivitiesgif] 
            Spas & Activities

        SPA AT ARIA
                Spa
            
        

                Offline map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-590-9600; www.arialasvegas.com/spa; ARIA; massages $100-360, day access $30;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5:30am-8pm) 
            Featuring sleek Aji stone fixtures and Japanese-style water gardens, ARIA’s spa is both Zen-like and extremely modern. Specialized massages include the Thai Poultice ($190), which relaxes the muscles with a soothing treatment of lemongrass and ginger.

        SAHRA SPA & HAMMAM
                Spa
            
        

                Offline map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-698-7171; www.cosmopolitanlasvegas.com/explore/spa-treatments.aspx; Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas; treatments $150-380, day access $40;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            7:30am-8:30pm)
            The Cosmopolitan’s luxe 
                hammam
            
            specializes in extravagant ‘rituals’ and ‘transformations’ inspired by the Moroccan traditions of bathing and detoxification – just the ticket after a wild night out on the 
            town.

        SPA AT MANDARIN ORIENTAL
                Spa
            
        

                Offline map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            888-881-9530)
            The uber-
            luxe Spa at the Mandarin Oriental is 
            designed to capture the opulence of 1930s Shanghai.
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                Planet Hollywood
            

        

        
            Rock ’n’ roll history was made at this address. Planet Hollywood stands on the hallowed ground of the original Aladdin Casino Hotel, the swinging ’60s-era resort where Elvis Presley and Priscilla Beaulieu tied the knot. The Aladdin was dramatically imploded in 1998 and replaced with the new Aladdin megaresort, retooled to target the Asian and European jet set. But only 13 months after the grand opening, the owners made the largest bankruptcy filing in Nevada history, with an outstanding debt of more than $600 million. Planet Hollywood snatched up the resort then took their sweet time stripping the hotel of all of its 
                Arabian Nights
             
            trappings and rebranding the Miracle Mile shops. For fans of vintage Vegas, that felt like a crime. But for World Series of Poker fans, trend-conscious shoppers, Paris Hilton imitators and kids who like a contemporary casino, the new PH fits the bill.

        
    [image: image]Planet Hollywood casino hotel
CHARLES COOK/GETTY IMAGES ©
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Don't Miss

                
                    Planet Hollywood’s Best
                

                
                    The Aladdin resort was swimming in a sea of debt when Planet Hollywood bought it. Wayne Newton owned the Aladdin for a while, Johnny Carson tried to buy it and, before the economic bubble burst in the Land of the Rising Sun in the ’80s, a Japanese businessman controlled it. But no one has ever made a mint with this hexed property.
                

                
                    The genie’s new masters shifted the casino hotel’s theme from Istanbul to Hollywood, but have paid homage to the resort’s past with the Turkish-style 
                        Spa By Mandara  
                    (
                    Click here
                    ), and they’ve kept a few of the Aladdin’s gold-star attractions: the 
                        Spice Market Buffet
                     
                    (Click here
                    ) and 
                        Miracle Mile Shops
                      
                    (Click here
                    ), formerly Aladdin’s Passage. (Fun fact: Barbara Eden of 
                        I Dream of Jeannie
                     
                    fame hosted the grand opening of the shopping center when the new Aladdin opened in 2000.)

                
                    The Hollywood theme is relatively subtle: you’ll see film memorabilia displayed around the resort, including inside the renovated guest rooms. But the developers’ efforts to achieve a mod-glam look is clearly evident in the massive lobby, where black granite, spotless glass and massive columns create drama, and eight chandeliers, each strung with 66,000 crystals, adds old-movie glamour. Meanwhile dining, nightlife and entertainment options are still evolving. So far 
                        Gallery
                     
                    (Click here
                    ) nightclub, microbrews at 
                        Sin City Brewing Co
                     
                    pub (Click here
                    ) and sushi at 
                        Koi
                     
                    (Click here
                    ) are enticing.
                

                
                    If the slick new property has you feeling nostalgic for days gone by, head downtown. The huge neon genie lamp that once stood outside the Aladdin resort, salvaged as part of the Neon Museum (
                    Click here
                    ), now glows along the nightlife hub of Fremont East.
                

                
                    NEED TO KNOW
                

Offline map
                
                      [image: iconphonegif]
                    7
                    02-785-5555; www.planethollywoodresort.com; 3667 Las Vegas Blvd S;
                    [image: iconhoursgif]
                    24hr;
                    [image: iconbusgif]
                    Deuce
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                    GETTING THERE & AWAY
                

                »
                    
                        Monorail
                     
                    The Las Vegas Monorail connects Paris–Las Vegas to various resorts along the Strip; the walk from Paris–Las Vegas to Planet Hollywood takes about 10 minutes.

                »
                    
                        Bus
                     
                    The Deuce bus line,
                    with service to the entire Strip and downtown Las Vegas, stops outside Planet Hollywood every 12 to 15 minutes.
                

                »
                    
                        Taxi
                     
                    A taxi is your best bet if you’re heading downtown. Expect to pay around $20 one way.

            

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Sights

        PLANET HOLLYWOOD
            CASINO
                Casino
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr)
            Inside the casino 100 table games and more than 2800 slot and video poker machines await, tended by card dealers in lingerie-inspired getups. Ensconced by walls of disco-like LED lights are a race and sports book and a high-impact poker room with unbelievably plush chairs.
        

        
                [image: 15-planet-hwood-fp-dc-lav1]

                
            

        
            [image: categoryeatgif] 
            Eating

        
            Neither Planet Hollywood nor the adjacent Miracle Mile Shops are one of Sin City’s more memorable dining spots: there are no truly exceptional eateries here, nor celeb chefs.
        


            
            KOI 
                Sushi 
            
                $$$
            
        
Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-454-4555; www.koirestaurant.com; mains $12-60;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5:30-10:30pm Sun-Thu, 5:30pm-11:30pm Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconveggif]
            )
            While the paparazzi won’t lunge at you outside the front door, like at the ubercool LA hot spot of the same name, Koi is making waves (move over, Nobu) with its fresh sushi and sashimi, hot and cold Japanese-inspired appetizers and chic environs. Bite into a tiny dragon roll while you down a blood orange sunset cosmo.
        

    [image: image]The hotel’s luxurious lobby
TEXAS STOCK PHOTO/ALAMY ©


        EARL OF SANDWICH
                Sandwiches 
            
                $
            
        
Offline map

            
            (www.earlofsandwichusa.com; mains $5-8;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr;
            [image: iconveggif][image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            Both locals and tourists sing the praises of this super-popular sandwich counter: the winning (if sometimes overhyped) combination includes
            
            
            piping hot, gourmet sandwiches served on toasted artisan bread, several vege- 
            tarian options, quick service, generous opening hours and some of the lowest menu prices on the Strip.

        TODAI JAPANESE
            SEAFOOD BUFFET
                Buffet 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-892-0021; www.todai.com; Miracle Mile Shops; lunch adult/child $22/11, dinner adult/child $34/17;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11:30am-2:30pm & 5:30pm-9:30pm, 5:30-10pm Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            Patronize this all-you-can-eat 160ft spread of Japanese, Chinese and Korean fare featuring dozens of sushi selections, sizzling seafood and cool Asian salads. Lobster, shellfish and crab legs get added to the mix at dinnertime.
        

        SPICE MARKET BUFFET
                Buffet 
            
                $$$
            
        
Offline map
        
            
            (breakfast/lunch/dinner $15/19/28;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            7am-10pm;
            [image: iconveggif]
            )
            Middle Eastern specialties are thrown into the global mix at this jewel of a five-star buffet, a throwback from the original Aladdin casino-resort. Attentive service, delectable desserts and live-action cooking stations justify the often very long waits to be seated.
        

        PINK’S
                Fast Food 
            
                $
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            (www.pinkshollywood.com; mains $4-8;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10:30am-midnight Sun-Thu, 10:30am-3am Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            From Los Angeles, this celebrity-endorsed ‘haute dog’ stand serves up sloppy, chili-cheese, jalapeño and guacamole-topped dogs ideal for late-night noshing. Sunny sidewalk patio tables overlooking the Strip are often packed.
        

        
            
                Spend the Night
            

            
                With nearly 2600 rooms, 
                    
                    Planet Hollywood
                 
                 (r $129-259;
                [image: iconinternetgif][image: iconwifigif][image: iconswimgif]
                ) 
                isn’t the hottest hotel on the Strip, nor the most family-friendly, but guest quarters were thoroughly renovated in 2008. Amenities in the standard ‘Hollywood Hip’ room include 42in flat screen TVs, polished dark wood furniture, huge bathrooms and quirky, often obscure, film memorabilia. Though many guest rooms are on the dark side, they’re also quiet and spacious.

            
                PH boasts that the resort doesn’t charge a resort fee. True, but with strings attached: you can access the ‘Pleasure Pool’ free of charge, but you’ll have to pay $25 to use the fitness center, and another $14 for internet access.
            

        


        
            [image: categorydrinkgif] 
            Drinking & Nightlife

        SIN CITY BREWING CO
                Bar
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            (www.sincitybeer.com; Miracle Mile Shops;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-11pm Sun-Thu, 10am-midnight Fri & Sat)
            Drop anyone who thinks shopping is hell at this microbrew bar, then come back for them when they’re angelically soused from 
                weisse,
             
            wheat, blonde, amber or stout pints.

        HALO BAR
                Bar
            
        

Offline map
        
            (Miracle Mile Shops;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-11pm)
            Perch in this sleek, circular cocktail bar and watch the people go by – namely, the card sharks streaming into the casino and shoppers laden down with bags from the Miracle Mile Shops – while sipping champagne beneath the glow of a massive spherical chandelier.
        

        GALLERY
                Nightclub
            
        

Offline map

            (www.gallerylv.com; cover $20-30;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10pm-4am Wed-Sat)
            This small but glamorously decorated nightclub features danceable music, glass fireplaces, erotic black-and-white photography and a lineup of provocatively styled dancers strutting their stuff in various creative 
            spaces while club goers look on. Don’t pay the cover – just look for club promoters in the PH casino handing out free entry passes.
        

        KRAVE
                Nightclub
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            (www.kravelasvegas.com; cover $20;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10:30pm-late)
            Krave is the hottest gay-oriented nightclub in town, and the only one on the Strip. A glam warehouse-sized dance space is packed wall-to-wall with hard-bodied go-go dancers, booth seating and VIP cabanas.
        

    [image: image]Krave nightclub, Planet Hollywood
RICHARD CUMMINGS ©


        PUSSYCAT DOLLS
            BURLESQUE SALOON
                Bar
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            (cover $10-20;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            9pm-late Wed-Sun)
            At this vampy and slightly cheesy 
            ‘saloon,’ burlesque dancers prance on high platforms and writhe inside glittering, rhinestone-encrusted bathtubs while stunned frat boys throw back shots.

        
            [image: categoryentertaingif] 
            Entertainment

        
            Onsite venues such as the V Theater, the Planet Hollywood Showroom and the historical Theatre for the Performing Arts (wisely retained from the Aladdin,
            then renovated) host comedy acts, variety shows and musicians from REO Speedwagon to CeeLo Green; check out the resort’s website for more information. Meanwhile, the Miracle Mile Shops puts on two free, kid-friendly shows every day of the week: the thunder and fog-producing 
                rainstorm
             Offline map (
            
            
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            hourly 10am-11pm)
            , and the neon-lit 
                fountain show
             Offline map (
            
            
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            hourly noon-11pm)
            .
        

        PEEPSHOW
                Adult
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-492-3960; Planet Hollywood Showroom; tickets $72-112;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            9pm Mon, Fri & Sun, 8pm & 10:30pm Thu & Sat)
            Former Playboy Bunny, Hugh Hefner paramour and 
                Girls Next Door
             
            star Holly Madison fronts this sexed-up, Little Bo Peep–themed revue.

        VEGAS!
            THE SHOW
                Performing Arts
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-260-7200; www.saxetheatre.com; Saxe Theater, Miracle Mile Shops; tickets $79;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            7pm & 9pm)
            This lively variety show, featuring a live orchestra and a cast of more than 40 showgirls, dancers and singers impersonating Elvis, Tom Jones and the Rat Pack, tells the story of how Las Vegas became an entertainment capital.
        

        
            [image: categoryshopgif] 
            Shopping

        MIRACLE MILE
            SHOPS
                Shopping Mall
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            888-800-8284; www.miraclemileshopslv.com;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-11pm Sun-Thu, 10am-midnight Fri & Sat)
            Formerly the Aladdin’s North Africa–themed marketplace, this sleekly redesigned shopping mall is still a staggering 1.5 miles long. With 170 retailers and 15 restaurants, the focus is on contemporary chains, especially urban apparel, jewelry and gifts. Standout shops include 
                Bettie Page
            
            , for 1940s
            and ’50s pinup and vintage-style dresses; Brit import 
                H&M
            
            ; LA denim king 
                True Religion
            
            ; and Vegas’ own rock-star boutique, 
                Stash
            
            .
        

        
            [image: categoryactivitiesgif] 
            Spas & Activities

        SPA BY MANDARA
                Spa
            
        

Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-785-5772; www.mandaraspa.com;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            6am-7pm)
            The Turkish-inspired Spa by Mandara, furnished with opulent antiques and painted with rich red and gold hues, has the usual spa offerings. One for the spa-goer who has done it all is the indulgent ‘Mandara Four Hands Massage,’ featuring, you guessed it, the simultaneous attention of two massage therapists.
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                Paris–Las Vegas
            

        

        
            Napoleon once said, ‘Secrets travel fast in Paris.’ The same can be said for Las Vegas, where Paris, which opened in 1999, was one secret that made the rounds here in record time. This $785-million Gallic caricature evokes the gaiety of the City of Light – right down to the wandering mimes and accordion players. The casino hotel aims to capture the essence of the grand dame by recreating her most famous landmarks, including the Paris Opera House, Arc de Triomphe, Hotel de Ville, the Louvre and even the River Seine, which frames the property. 

        
            Tongue-in-cheek fake Francophonic signs such as ‘Le Buffet’ point the way to a dozen French restaurants and piano bars that are mostly frequented, like the resort itself, by a mature crowd. Many visitors to Vegas pass through at least once, however, to visit the top of Paris’ signature attraction – the Eiffel Tower – it’s a perfect vantage point for watching the fountain show at Bellagio.
        

[image: image]Arc de Triomphe, Paris-Las Vegas (architect: Bergman Walls Associates)
LOOK DIE BILDAGENTUR DER FOTOGRAFEN/ALAMY ©
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Don't Miss

                
                    Paris–Las Vegas’ Best
                

                
                    Welcome to the City of Light, Vegas-style. This mini version of the French capital may not exude the true charm of Paris – it feels more like a themed section of Disneyland –
                    but sincere efforts to emulate the city’s great landmarks make it a fun stop for families and Francophiles who’ve yet to see the real thing. Note the 34-story replica of the 
                        Hotel de Ville
                    
                    , fine likenesses of the 
                        Paris Opera House
                    
                    , the 
                        Arc de Triomphe
                    
                    , the 
                        Louvre
                    
                    , 
                        Parc Monceau
                    
                    and the 
                        River Seine
                    
                    .
                

                
                    Naturally, the signature attraction at Paris–Las Vegas is its 
                        Eiffel Tower
                    
                    . How authentic is this half-scale tower? Gustave Eiffel’s original drawings were consulted, but the 50-story steel replica is welded together rather than riveted. It’s also fireproof and engineered to withstand a major earthquake. Visitors ascend in a glass elevator to the tower’s 
                        observation deck
                     (Eiffel Tower Experience; adult/senior & child 6-12 $10.50/7.50, from 7:30pm adult/senior & child 6-12 $15.50/10.50, child 5 & under free;
                    [image: iconhoursgif]
                    9:30am-12:30am, weather permitting)
                    for panoramic views of the Vegas valley, desert mountains and the Strip, with the dancing fountains of Bellagio across the street. To savor the gorgeous views, reserve a table at the 
                        Eiffel Tower Restaurant
                      
                    (Click here
                    ).
                

                
                    If you’d rather dine on solid ground, gorge at the great value 
                        Le Village Buffet
                      
                    (Click here
                    ) or snag an alfresco Strip-side table at 
                        Mon Ami Gabi
                      
                    (Click here
                    ). Indulge in a caviar facial at the 
                        Spa by Mandara  
                    (
                    Click here
                    ), then check out the crème de la crème bubbly waiting on ice at 
                        Napoleon’s  
                    champagne bar (
                    Click here
                    ). At night, watch beautiful people ascending the grand staircase to the new 
                        Chateau Nightclub & Gardens 
                    (
                    Click here
                    ), or enjoy the free lounge entertainment at Parisian-styled 
                        Le Cabaret 
                    (
                    Click here
                    ).
                

                
                    NEED TO KNOW
                

Offline map
                
                    
                    [image: iconphonegif]
                    702-946-7000; www.parislasvegas.com; 3655 Las Vegas Blvd S; monorail Bally’s/Paris–Las Vegas, [image: iconbusgif]
                    Deuce
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                GETTING THERE & AWAY
            

            »
                
                    Monorail
                 
                Paris is connected to Bally’s and its monorail station by the quaint cobblestone Le Boulevard (Click here
                ). The monorail services various resorts along the east of the Strip.
            

            »
                
                    Bus
                 
                The Deuce and SDX bus lines, with service to the entire Strip and downtown Las Vegas, stop outside Paris–Las Vegas every 12 to 15 minutes.

            »
                
                    Taxi
                 
                A taxi is your best bet if you’re heading downtown. Expect to pay around $20 one way.

        

        
        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Sights

        
            Families and lovers flock to the Eiffel Tower Experience (
            Click here
            ) for views from the top of the resort’s mini Eiffel Tower.
        

        PARIS–LAS VEGAS CASINO
                Casino
            
        

        Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr) 
            Surrounded by street scenes from both banks of the Seine, the bustling vaulted ceiling casino with replica arches is home to almost 100 gaming tables; a few thousand slot machines; a race and sports book, located conveniently next to Le Bar du Sport; and rare, authentic French roulette wheels (they have no 0 or 00, which improves your odds of winning) in the high-limit area.

        
            [image: 16-paris-las-vegas-fp-dc-lav1]

            
        

        
            [image: categoryeatgif] 
            Eating

        
            In addition to the fine dining venues at Paris, quick food options abound in the Le Boulevard shopping arcade – the most authentically Parisian options include sweet and savory crepes, fresh-baked croissants and flaky pastries.
        


        EIFFEL TOWER
            RESTAURANT
                French 
            
                $$$
            
        

        Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-948-6937; www.eiffeltowerrestaurant.com; lunch mains $16-32, dinner mains $34-74;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11:30am-2pm, 5-10:30pm Sun-Thu, 5-11pm Fri-Sat)
            At the upscale eatery atop Vegas’ Eiffel Tower, the Francophile wine list is vast, the chocolate soufflé is unforgettable, and views of the Strip and Bellagio’s fountains are breathtaking. Chef Joho’s contemporary renditions of haute classics, however, falter from time to time. Unless money isn’t an issue, lunch is your best bet; if you’re prepared to splurge, this place is most romantic at sunset. Reservations are essential.
        


[image: image]The Eiffel Tower houses a restaurant and observation deck
JERRY ALEXANDER ©



        MON AMI GABI
                French 
            
                $$$
            
        

        Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-944-4224; www.monamigabi.com; mains $12-40;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            7am-11pm Sun-Fri, 7am-midnight Sat;
            [image: iconveggif]
            )
            Think 
                très 
            charming Champs Élysées bistro. Breezy patio tables in the shadow of the Eiffel Tower are 
                parfait 
            for alfresco dining and people-watching. Though the spotty service is far from 
                magnifique,
            
            they’ve got classic 
                steak frites
             
            and mussels, vegetarian crepes, quiches and salads, plus a respectable wine list. Reservations recommended.

[image: image]Mon Ami Gabi restaurant
RICHARD CUMMINGS ©



        LE VILLAGE BUFFET
                Buffet 
            
                $$$
            
        

        Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-946-7000; breakfast/lunch/dinner/Sunday brunch $19/23/35/37;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            7am-10pm;
            [image: iconveggif][image: iconfamilygif]
            ) 
            An incredible array of fruits and cheeses, cracked crab legs and a toasty range of breads and pastries make this arguably the best value buffet on the Strip. Distinct cooking stations are themed by France’s various regions, with an emphasis on seafood. Breakfasts are excellent
                ,
             
            especially the Sunday champagne brunch.

        
        
            
                Spend the Night
            

            
                Don’t let the grand reception area fool you: though clean and serviceable, standard ‘luxury’ rooms at 
                    
                    Paris–Las Vegas
                 
                 (r $90-225, ste $300-400;
                [image: iconinternetgif][image: iconwifigif][image: iconswimgif][image: iconfamilygif]
                )
                , with outdated TVs and slightly faded bedspreads, are barely a step up from those at any run-of-the-mill chain hotel. To feel the Parisian flair, upgrade to a more atmospheric Red Room (usually about $40 more per night) with rich Moulin Rouge–inspired decor.
            

            
                No resort fees are charged, but guests pay $15 for in-room wireless access and $25 to use the fitness center. The expansive swimming pool, located near the base of the Eiffel Tower, is fun and free for guests.
            

        


        [image: categorydrinkgif]
             
            Drinking & Nightlife

        
            Spotted Strip-goers drinking their strawberry daiquiris from plastic ‘Eiffel Tower’ cups or ceramic hot air balloons? They’re from the Paris Sidewalk Bar, located outside, near the resort entrance.
        

        CHATEAU NIGHTCLUB
            & GARDENS
                Nightclub
            
        

        Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-776-7770; www.chateaunightclublv.com;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            4pm-2am)
            Hip-hop prevails at this recently opened rooftop venue. So far, so good: the landscaping is designed to look like Parisian gardens, the views over the Strip are divine from tiers of outdoor patios, pretty go-go dancers do their thing, and the small dance floor is often packed on weekends. But the jury is still out on whether the Chateau will survive the nearby competition on the Vegas club scene. During the day the lounge space on the outdoor deck doubles as the lighthearted 
                Chateau Beer Garden
             (www.chateaubeergarden.com;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            from 10am)
            , where a mellow crowd kicks back with draft beer and tasty baguette sandwiches ($12).
        

        NAPOLEON’S
                Live Music
            
        

        Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            4pm-2am)
            Whisk yourself 
            off to a never-never land of 19th-century France, where a mosaic floor and overstuffed sofas as luxurious as the menu of 100 types of bubbly, including vintage Dom Pérignon for big spenders awaits. Live jazz and dueling pianos make the trip down Le Boulevard worthwhile.

        
            [image: categoryentertaingif] 
            Entertainment

        
            Just off the casino floor, the intimate 
                Le Cabaret 
            hosts a nightly schedule of live jazz and sultry lounge singers; admission is free.
        

        
        
        JERSEY BOYS
                Performing Arts
            
        

        Offline map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-777-7776; www.jerseyboysinfo.com; Paris Theatre; tickets $100-227)
            This Tony Award–winning musical tale about the rise of Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons to chart-topping stardom in the 1960s has been firing up the stage at Paris since finishing a successful run at the Palazzo in 2012. Join the audience and sing along with oldies such as 
                Can’t Take My Eyes Off You
            
            and 
                Sherry
            
            . It’s one of several high-profile shows that have rotated through the Paris Theatre.
        

        
            [image: categoryshopgif] 
            Shopping

        
            Two Parisian-themed shopping areas, 
                Le Boulevard
            
            and the 
                Paris–Bally’s Promenade
             (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-11pm, hours vary by store)
            , contain a modest selection of shops selling jewelry, gifts, home decor, gourmet food, and specialty items such as naughty lingerie at La Vogue Bridal & Bachelorette Boutique.
        


[image: image]Shopping in the Paris-Las Vegas
RICHARD CUMMINGS ©



        
            [image: categoryactivitiesgif] 
            Spas & Activities

        SPA BY MANDARA
                Spa
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-946-4366; www.mandaraspa.com; fitness center day pass $25, massage $120-415;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            7am-7pm, fitness center from 6am)
            At this full-service salon and spa, which mixes Balinese and European influences, the most luxurious treatment rooms have handcrafted tropical hardwood, Matisse-styled artworks and silk carpets. Couples opt for the romantic ‘Paris for Lovers’ treatment package.
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                Bellagio
            

        

        
            Fans of eye-popping luxury, along with movie buffs who liked 
                Ocean’s Eleven
            
            , won’t want to miss Steve Wynn’s original opulent Vegas pleasure palazzo. Inspired by the beauty of a lakeside Italian village, and built on the site of the legendary Dunes, the $1.6 billion Bellagio is a classic fixture on the Strip. Famous for its ornate Tuscan architecture and eight-acre artificial lake, it’s the elegant antithesis of what most people expect of Las Vegas. A thousand dancing fountains spring from the green-blue water every 15 to 30 minutes throughout the afternoon and evening, while in a nearby courtyard, the distinctive pool area is surrounded by private cabanas and accented by carved Italian columns and artfully formed citrus and parterre gardens. Although the nouveau riche stink can be heady, the secret delight of Bellagio is that Mediterranean-style romance is always in the air.
        

        
    [image: image]Bellagio’s renowned fountain show
CHARLES COOK/GETTY IMAGES ©
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            Don't miss

                Bellagio’s Best
            

            
                Traffic sometimes comes to a halt along the Strip when Bellagio’s famous dancing fountains come to life, but the resort’s highlights extend beyond the water’s edge. Butter-yellow buildings seem to have been plucked from the Tuscan Lake District; beyond the glass and metal porte cochere is a stable of world-class restaurants, a swish shopping concourse, a European-style casino, an exclusive art gallery, a dreamy pool area, and the famous conservatory and botanical gardens.
            

        

        
            »
                
Offline map
            

            »
                [image: iconphonegif]
                702-693-7111
            

            »
                www.bellagio.com
            

            »
                3600 Las Vegas Blvd S
            

            »
                [image: iconbusgif]
                SDX
            

        

        
            Lobby, Conservatory & Botanical Garden
        

        
            The hotel’s gasp-worthy 
                lobby
            
            has an 
            18ft-high ceiling adorned with a backlit glass sculpture by Dale Chihuly, composed of 2000 hand-blown flowers in vibrant colors. It’s especially lovely to behold when someone is playing the grand piano at the nearby Petrossian Bar (Click here
            ). Adjacent to the lobby is the 
                Bellagio Conservatory & Botanical Garden
            
            , where ostentatious seasonal floral arrangements are installed by cranes through the soaring 50ft ceiling. The effect is unnatural, but that doesn’t stop crowds from gawking – and the aroma of fresh blooms is truly enchanting. Real flowers, cultivated in a gigantic onsite greenhouse, brighten countless vases throughout the property. Also look around the periphery of the conservatory for classic paintings re-created with buds and blooms instead of oil paint.
        

        
            Fountains of Bellagio
        

        
            Out of the faux Italian lake spring the dancing 
                Fountains of Bellagio 
            (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            every 30min 3-8pm Mon-Fri, noon-8pm Sat & Sun, every 15min 8pm-midnight daily)
            . The recorded soundtrack varies, if you’re lucky, it’ll be Italian opera or ol’ Blue Eyes crooning 
                Luck Be a Lady
            
            . For front-row seats, head to Hyde lounge (
            Click here
            ) around happy hour and lean out over the balcony, where you can almost feel the spray.
        

        
            Bellagio Gallery of Fine Art
        

        
            Since Steve Wynn sold his baby to the MGM Grand group for $6.4 billion, Bellagio hasn’t been blessed with the same world-class art. Yet its petite 
                fine arts gallery
             Offline map (
            
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-693-7871; www.bellagio.com/attractions/gallery-of-fine-art.aspx; adult/senior/student $15/12/10, children under 12 free;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-8pm;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            still hosts such blockbuster traveling shows as 
                Claude Monet:
             
                Impressions of Light
            
            and 
                American Modernism 
            from the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. Original modern art masterworks hang inside 
                Picasso
              
            (Click here
            ) restaurant nearby.
        

        [image: local-know]

            
                Don’t Miss List
            

            
                BY TARISSA TIBERTI, CURATOR AT
 BELLAGIO GALLERY OF FINE ART
            

            
                1 CONSERVATORY & BOTANICAL GARDENS
            

            
                In the morning I enjoy walking through the Conservatory & Botanical Gardens to smell the fresh flowers, then grabbing a fruit crepe at Jean Philippe Patisserie (
                Click here
                ).
            

            
                2 PUBLIC ART AT BELLAGIO
            

            
                MGM Resorts International has a world-renowned collection with a lot of the artwork residing at Bellagio. The great part is that most of the artwork is on view to the public. Some of the artists that you can see on Bellagio property include Dale Chihuly, Robert Rauschenberg, Pablo Picasso and Roy Lichtenstein, just to name a few.
            

            
                3 EVENTS AT THE GALLERY
            

            
                ‘Art + Wine: A Perfect Pairing’ is open to the public every second Wednesday of each month. We love having locals and non-locals join us. It makes for a very interesting mix that sparks conversations not only about where people are from but different perspectives on art and wine.
            

            
                4 HYDE
            

            
                Hyde Bellagio (
                Click here
                ) has a great outdoor area that has a beautiful view of the Fountains of Bellagio. The Love Unit is a delicious cocktail with Thai basil, vanilla vodka, and of all things, bell pepper juice!
            

            
                5 PICASSO
            

            
                Julian Serrano’s menu (
                Click here
                ) is inspired by the regional cuisine of France and Spain, where Picasso spent most of his life. You’re surrounded by works of art by Picasso, and amazing floral bouquets. Check out the newly opened patio, where you can dine next to the gorgeous fountains.
            

            
                6 TODD ENGLISH’S OLIVES
            

            
                For something more casual I enjoy Todd English’s Olives (
                Click here
                ). The atmosphere is really relaxing and the service is great. I highly recommend the Portobello flatbread.
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            [image: image]
                GETTING THERE & AWAY
            

            »
                
                    Tram
                 
                A free tram connects Bellagio to CityCenter from 8am to 4pm, stopping at Crystals and Monte Carlo on the way. Follow the signs to the tram station in the Spa Tower. The tram arrives about every seven minutes.

            »
                
                    Monorail
                 
                Cross Las Vegas Blvd to Bally’s/Paris Las Vegas monorail station. The monorail connects various resorts along the east of the Strip.

            »
                
                    Bus
                 
                The Deuce and SDX bus lines service the entire Strip and downtown Las Vegas, stopping outside Bellagio every 12 to 15 minutes.

            »
                
                    Taxi
                 
                A taxi is your best bet if you’re heading downtown. Expect to pay around $20 one way.

        

        
        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Sights

        
            A floral theme dominates Bellagio’s public art installations, including Dale Chihuly’s glass flowers on the lobby ceiling and the extravagant displays of fresh blooms in the Conservatory.
        

        FOUNTAINS OF BELLAGIO
                Fountain
            
        

        
            
            Click here
            .
        

        
            [image: 17-bellagio-fp-dc-lav1]

            
        

        BELLAGIO GALLERY OF
            FINE ART
                Gallery
            
        

        
            
            Click here
            .
        

[image: image]Bellagio Gallery of Fine Art
BLAINE HARRINGTON III/CORBIS ©


        LOBBY, CONSERVATORY &
            BOTANICAL GARDEN
                Gardens
            
        

        
            
            Click here
            .
        


        BELLAGIO CASINO
                Casino
            
        

Offline map
        
             
            This elegant European-style casino has high-limit gaming tables and 2400 slot machines with very comfortable seats – but highly unfavorable odds. Bellagio’s plush poker room is a stop on the World Poker Tour.

        
            [image: categoryeatgif] 
            Eating

        
            Bellagio’s stable of kitchen heavyweights is starting to show its age. Still, foodies make a beeline to eat at some of these Vegas classics – Picasso earned two Michelin stars, while Le Cirque and Michael Mina each earned one, and the resort as a whole has four James Beard award-winning chefs. Bellagio’s culinary team stays on the cutting edge of the food and wine scene, running high-end cooking classes through its ‘Epicurean Epicenter’ and hosting events such as ‘Vegas Uncork’d’ with 
                Bon Appetit
            
            magazine. Log onto www.bellagio.com/restaurants or call [image: iconphonegif]
            866-259-7111 for information and reservations. Note that children aged five to 18 are only allowed at some of Bellagio’s restaurants.
        

        TODD ENGLISH’S
            OLIVES
                Mediterranean 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map
        
             (www.toddenglish.com; mains $16-48;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-2:45pm & 5-10:30pm;
            [image: iconveggif]
            ) 
            East Coast chef Todd English pays homage to the ancient life-giving fruit at this popular Italian-inflected eatery. Flatbread pizzas, house-made pastas and grilled meats get top billing. The chef’s table faces a bustling open kitchen, while the patio tables overlook Lake Como. With a good wine list and flamboyant desserts, it’s always packed here – come for lunch, but even then, you’ll need reservations.

        YELLOWTAIL JAPANESE
RESTAURANT
            & LOUNGE
                Japanese 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map
        
             (www.lightgroup.com; mains $25-52;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5-10pm Mon-Thu, 5-11pm Fri-Sun)
            A new
            addition to Bellagio is this sleek Japanese-style restaurant; the entrance is heralded by a massive bronze sculpture of a yellowtail fish. Chef Akira Back 
            prepares fresh seasonal fish and ingredients imported from markets all over the globe. Order from an extensive sake menu and savor your choices from the impeccable sushi, sashimi and tempura list while watching Bellagio’s fountain show.

        FIX
                Modern American 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map
        
             (www.lightgroup.com; mains $21-61;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5-11pm Sun-Thu, 5pm-midnight Fri & Sat)
            The Fix is in: the cool older sister of Yellowtail is a perfect pre-clubbing launch pad, or just the venue for eyeing celebs and the action on the casino floor. This trendy, high-flying kitchen makes gourmet comfort-food goodies such as lobster tacos, Kobe beef sliders with spiced fries, and choco-java ‘shake and cake.’
        

        JEAN PHILIPPE
            PATISSERIE
                Dessert 
            
                $
            
        

Offline map
        
             (www.jpchocolates.com; snacks $5-12;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            7am-11pm Mon-Thu, 7am-midnight Fri-Sun;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            The world’s largest chocolate fountain cascades inside this champion pastry maker’s shop, known for its fantastic sorbets, gelato and chocolate confections. Take the kids.
        

        PICASSO
                Mediterranean 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            (prix-fixe dinner menu $113, wine pairing $53;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5:30-9:30pm Wed-Mon)
            Five-star chef Julian Serrano delivers artistic Franco-Iberian fusion in a museum-like setting. Original masterpieces by Picasso regrettably overshadow the indulgent, yet miniature-sized entrées, such as the signature sautéed fallow deer medallions and seafood 
                boudin
            
            . Reservations are essential; jacket and tie suggested for men. To sample more casual versions of Julian Serrano’s artistry, check out his namesake tapas eatery (
            Click here
            ) at CityCenter.
        

        LE CIRQUE
                French 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            (www.lecirque.com; mains $52, degustation menu $135, wine pairing $68;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5:30-10pm Tue-Sun)
            A legendary name from NYC, Le Cirque pairs artful haute cuisine with world-class wines in a joyous, intimate lakeside setting under a silk-tented ceiling. Foie gras terrine, roasted truffle-skin chicken and roasted duck with Tasmanian honey are among the signature dishes. Service can be spotty and portions remarkably small. Reservations are essential; jacket and tie preferred for men.
        

        MICHAEL MINA
                Seafood 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            (www.michaelmina.net; mains $36-59, 5-course tasting menu $98, veg tasting menu $68, wine pairing $55;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5:30-10pm Thu-Tue;
            [image: iconveggif]
            )
            An adventurous fusion menu of ocean delights features such dishes as savory black mussel soufflé and Maine lobster in Thai coconut cream. The experience doesn’t always measure up to the sky-high prices, and the restaurant is close to the crushing conservatory crowds. Michael Mina’s Seablue (
            Click here
            )
            at the MGM Grand is a more value- 
            conscious choice.

        PRIME
            STEAKHOUSE
                Steakhouse 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            (mains $36-82;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5-10pm)
            It may be past its prime, and service doesn’t always hit the mark, but this lakeside chophouse, adorned with gilt chandeliers and plush velvet curtains, reveals a fantastic menu of Maine lobster with braised artichokes and veal chops with kumquat-pineapple chutney. The elegant bar has a bold wine list dominated by Californian and French reds. Reservations are recommended; jackets preferred for men.
        

        SENSI
                Fusion 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            (mains $30-60, prix-fixe before 6pm $50;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5:30-10:30pm, bar from 3pm)
            At this soothing spot tucked inside the spa tower, minimalist architecture complements a harmonious menu of seafood and pastas showing off Asian and European influences. Happily, Jean Philippe Patisserie (
            Click here
            ) is just around the corner.
        

        THE BUFFET
                Buffet 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map
        
            (breakfast/lunch $16/20, brunch $25-30, dinner $30-37;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            7am-10pm;
            [image: iconveggif][image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            Bellagio competes for honors among Vegas’ live-action buffets. It’s best for breakfast or lunch, when the sumptuous spread features seafood and innumerable creative dishes from around the world.
        

        
            
                Spend the Night
            

            
                With old-school elegance, just-renovated guest quarters, refined service and a central location on the Strip, 
                    Bellagio
                 (r $149-334; ste $249-710;
                [image: iconinternetgif][image: iconwifigif][image: iconswimgif]
                )
                is arguably the most glamorous place to sleep in Vegas. For such a large hotel, guest services are impressively smooth and personalized: check-in is a breeze and the polished, white-gloved room service is a delightful indulgence. A $70 million overhaul of the hotel’s main tower brought a fresher, more contemporary look to the king-sized ‘Tower’ rooms, plus updated amenities from 40in flat screens and iHome docking stations, to luxe bath products and rich, thick bath towels. Super-sized bathrooms, outfitted in Italian marble and black granite, feature deep soaking tubs. Slightly smaller ‘Resort Deluxe’ rooms offer a similar layout, organic carpeting, and incredibly soft beds with Bellagio’s signature cashmere pillow-top mattresses. If you can’t motivate yourself to roll out of Bellagio’s famously luxurious beds, pick up your own set of the hotel’s soft sheets at www.bellagioathome.com.

            
                A mandatory $25 daily resort fee covers in-room wireless internet, local calls, and access to the fitness center and swimming pools (
                Click here
                ).
            

        


        
            [image: categorydrinkgif] 
            Drinking & Nightlife

        
            Bottoms up: Bellagio sells more wine than any other hotel or resort in the country.
        

        HYDE
                Lounge
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-693-8700; www.hydebellagio.com; cover men/women $30/20;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5pm-4am)
            Cutting-edge design icon Philippe Starck brought his unique vision to Bellagio’s seductive new nightspot. Hyde is the style icon’s first project in Las Vegas, and his signature flair is everywhere in this two-level bar and lounge: dramatic chrome chandeliers, soaring arches illuminated with glowing LED lights, carved black wood, oversized mirrors and eclectic sculptures. Kick back on a plush loveseat or just stand on the balcony, awestruck, as the Bellagio fountains create a stunning wall of water just outside. The place is in full swing on Tuesdays for ‘Lost Angels’ industry night.
        

        PETROSSIAN BAR
                Bar
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-10pm)
            Even though it’s just off the casino floor, this elegant Euro-inspired cocktail bar feels sheltered from the cacophony of the slots machines – especially when a talented pianist is playing the Steinway grand. It’s the place for a classic martini or a glass of champagne, or come for the lovely afternoon tea service ($35) held from 2pm to 5pm.
        

        LILY BAR & LOUNGE
                Lounge
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            (www.lightgroup.com;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            noon-4am)
            Three key elements made Bellagio’s brand new bar a success right from its opening in February 2012: serious mixology (the seasonal cocktail list is above-par), easy access (it’s located right in the middle of the casino floor), and stylish decor – note the imported Spanish stone tabletops. Sink into a plush sofa and kick off the evening with a drink or two.
        

        THE BANK
                Nightclub
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-693-8300; www.lightgroup.com; cover $30, hotel guests free;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10:30pm-4am Thu-Sun)
            A celeb hangout from the day it opened, the reincarnation of Light is cloaked in royal purple curtains and chandeliers. Lavish multitiered VIP booths are layered around a stand-and-pose dance floor where high-NRG pop and hip-hop mixes dominate. Professional hosts push the top-shelf bottle service.
        

        
            [image: categoryentertaingif] 
            Entertainment

        O
                Performing Arts
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-693-7722, 888-488-7111; www.cirquedusoleil.com; tickets $99-155;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            7:30pm & 10pm Wed-Sun;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            Phonetically speaking, it’s the French word for water 
                (eau)
            
            . With a lithe international cast performing in, on and above water, Cirque du Soleil’s 
                O
             
            tells the tale of theater through the ages. It’s a spectacular feat of imagination and engineering, and you’ll pay dearly to see it – this is one of the few shows in Vegas that never sells discounted tickets.

        
            [image: categoryshopgif] 
            Shopping

        FRED LEIGHTON
                Jewelry
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            (www.fredleighton.com;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-midnight)
            Many red-carpet adornments are on loan from Fred Leighton’s prestigious collection of antique jewelry, notably art-deco and art-nouveau pieces. In Las Vegas, unlike at the uptight NYC outlet, they might allow you to try on finery that once belonged to royalty or was uncovered in rich storehouses and museums across Europe and Asia. Prices run from $100 for a tiny, but exquisite pin, to more than $1 million for solid-gold bejeweled bangles and opulent diamond rings.
        

        VIA BELLAGIO
                Shopping Arcade
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            (www.bellagio.com/shopping;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            most shops 10am-midnight)
            Bellagio’s swish indoor promenade is home to a who’s who of fashion-plate designers: Armani, Chanel, Dior, Fendi, Gucci, Hermès, Prada, Tiffany & Co and Yves Saint Laurent.
        

        
            [image: categoryactivitiesgif] 
            Spas & Activities

        SPA BELLAGIO
                Spa
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-693-7472; day pass $25, massages $160-380;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            spa 6am-8pm, salon 9am-7pm)
            Bellagio’s spa cocoons patrons in gorgeous surrounds, making anyone feel like a queen (or king) for a day. On the far-reaching menu of spa treatments, expect to see Thai yoga massage and deluxe hydrotherapy, including volcanic mud, coconut milk and seaweed baths. Sign up for cardio boot camp or body sculpting, Pilates and spin sessions in the fully equipped fitness center.
        

        BELLAGIO POOLS
                Swimming Pool
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            8am-7pm; hotel guests free) 
            Bellagio’s lushly landscaped five-pool complex evokes the Mediterranean, though only hotel guests are able to experience it. There’s a beautiful courtyard cafe, elegant private cabanas and poolside spa treatments; as no children under 14 are allowed without parents, it’s also a relatively tranquil pool scene for Vegas.
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                Caesars Palace
            

        

        
            Ancient Rome and Las Vegas have one theme in common: decadence. So it’s fitting that Sin City’s first fully realized megaresort took on a Greco-Roman fantasyland look when it debuted in the ’60s, capturing the world’s attention and upping the luxury ante for the gaming industry with full-size marble reproductions of classical statuary such as Michelangelo’s 
                David,
            
            scantily costumed cocktail waitresses and a Stripside row of towering fountains. Later, it took a star turn in Hollywood movies such as the blockbuster 1980s hit 
                Rain Man 
            and 2009’s 
                The Hangover
            
            . Thanks to megabucks renovations, Caesars continues redefining its swanky self. With a spiffed-up outdoor Roman Plaza facing the Strip and neon lights replaced by hand-painted murals, Caesars is competing to rule the empire once again. It hasn’t lost the indulgent vibe, though – bar girls continue roaming the casino in skimpy togas – so the kitschy Palace remains, for many, quintessentially Vegas.
        

[image: image]Replica of Rome’s Trevi Foutain at the Forum Shops
RICHARD I'ANSON/GETTY IMAGES ©
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Don't Miss

                
                    Caesars Palace’s Best
                

                
                    Despite recent upgrades that have lent the once-gaudy Palace a more sophisticated air, some of the resort’s original features from the swinging ’60s have survived. Out front are the classic 
                        fountains
                    
                    – the same ones daredevil Evil Knievel made famous when he jumped them on a motorcycle on December 31 1967. (The stuntman ended up with a shattered pelvis and a fractured skull. More than two decades later, his son Robby repeated the attempt – more successfully.) Nearby, look for a four-ton Brahma shrine and the inviting outdoor patio where tourists dig into frozen hot chocolate at 
                        Serendipity 3
                      
                    (Click here
                    ).
                

                
                    The likes of Celine Dion, Rod Stewart and Jerry Seinfeld take the stage at the 
                        Colosseum
                      
                    (Click here
                    ), a 4000-seat showroom modeled after its Roman namesake and custom-built for lavish theatrical spectacles. Nearby, fashionistas saunter inside the Forum Shops (
                    Click here
                    ) and kids love the animatronic 
                        Fall of Atlantis & Festival Fountain show
                     (
                    [image: iconhoursgif]
                    hourly 10am-11pm Sun-Thu, 10am-midnight Fri & Sat)
                    . In the fabulous 
                        Garden of the Gods Pool Oasis
                      
                    (Click here
                    ), goddesses proffer frozen grapes in summer and topless sunbathing pulls crowds into the 
                        Venus Pool Club
                    
                    .
                

                
                    The Palace and Forum Shops also feature dining venues fit for an emperor, such as Wolfgang Puck’s 
                        Spago
                      
                    (Click here
                    ), Sin City’s original celeb-chef eatery. Afterward, sip rum on a floating boat inside 
                        Cleopatra’s Barge
                      
                    (Click here
                    ) or soak up the well-dressed scenery at 
                        Pure
                      
                    (Click here
                    ) nightclub. Look for the brand-new 
                        Nobu Hotel 
                    in 2013, a 180-room ‘hotel within a hotel’ taking over the Centurion Tower at Caesars Palace. The stylish mini-resort comes complete with its namesake Japanese restaurant, backed by shareholder Robert de Niro.
                

                
                    NEED TO KNOW
                

Offline map 
                


                    
                    [image: iconphonegif]
                    702-731-7110; www.caesarspalace.com; 3570 Las Vegas Blvd S; [image: iconbusgif]
                    Deuce
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                GETTING THERE & AWAY
            

            »
                
                    Monorail
                 
                Cross Las Vegas Blvd to the monorail station behind the Flamingo. The monorail connects to various resorts along the east of the Strip.

            »
                
                    Shuttle
                 
                A free shuttle leaves the valet entrance of Caesars Palace for Fashion Show Mall at 10:15am and 5:15pm, continuing onto Rio and the Palms resorts.

            »
                
                    Bus
                 
                The Deuce bus line, with service to the entire Strip and downtown Las Vegas, stops outside Caesars Palace every 12 to 15 minutes.

            »
                
                    Taxi
                 
                A taxi is your best bet if you’re heading downtown. Expect to pay around $15 to $20 one way.

        

        
        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Sights

        CAESARS PALACE CASINO
                Casino
            
        

Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr)
            Enclosed by soaring, faux-frescoed ceilings, this imperial casino offers more than 100 card tables and thousands of slots – Caesars Palace claims to be the site of more million-dollar slot machine jackpots than any other casino in the world. There’s also a state-of-the-art race and sports book with giant TV screens.
        

        
            [image: 18-caesars-palace-fp-dc-lav1]

            
        

        
            [image: categoryeatgif] 
            Eating

        
            Claiming a handful of classic fine dining institutions, the winner of the James Beard Foundation’s ‘Best New Restaurant of the Year’ award, plenty for casual eating options in the Forum Shops, and a new location of Nobu, Caesars Palace has a solid restaurant reputation. Make dining reservations online at www.caesarspalace.com or by calling [image: iconphonegif]
            877-346-4642.
        

        RESTAURANT
            GUY SAVOY
                French 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map
        
             (www.guysavoy.com; Spa Tower; tasting menu $258, mains $60-175;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5:30-10:30pm Wed-Sun)
            With Strip-view picture windows overlooking the Roman Plaza, this intimate and exclusive dining room is the only US restaurant by three-star Michelin chef Guy Savoy. Both the culinary concepts and the prices reach heavenly heights. If you just want a small taste, perhaps of artichoke black-truffle soup or crispy-skinned sea bass, lounge by the Bubble Bar for champagne and appetizers. If you’re ready to splurge, book the new Krug Room – the first in the country – specializing in 
            champagne from the House of Krug. Reservations are essential; jacket and tie required for men.

        PAYARD PATISSERIE &
            BISTRO
                French 
            
                $$
            
        

Offline map
        
             (www.payard.com; mains $16-30, prix-fixe dinner $24;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            6:30am-10pm, pastry counter 6:30am-11pm;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            An exquisite French bistro operated by third-generation chef and chocolatier Françoise Payard. It offers tastes as rich as the handcrafted woodwork, leather banquettes and crystal chandelier in the dining room. Relish fresh takes on bistro classics at breakfast and lunch, or indulge in the outrageous desserts-only, prix-fixe dinner of artisan cheeses, orchard fruits, nuts and sweet confections. Out front is a take-out espresso bar and patisserie specializing in sweet treats such as éclairs ($8) layered with vanilla-kirsch cream.
        

        BRADLEY
            OGDEN
                Modern American 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map
        
             (www.larkcreek.com; prix-fixe menus $65-110;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5-10pm Wed-Sun)
            With farm-fresh fare, this restaurant – the only Vegas restaurant ever to win the James Beard Foundation’s ‘Best New Restaurant of the Year’ award – delivers nouveau takes on American classics, such as blue-cheese soufflés, bison tenderloin and New England crab with dollops of coconut foam. Reservations advised.
        

        MESA GRILL
                Southwestern 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map
        
             (www.mesagrill.com; lunch mains $16-22, dinner mains $25-52;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11:30am-2:30pm Mon-Fri, 10:30am-3pm Sat & Sun, 5-11pm daily;
            [image: iconveggif]
            )
            While TV’s star chef Bobby Flay doesn’t cook on the premises, his bold signature menu of Southwestern fusion fare is usually highly satisfying, whether it’s a sweet potato tamale with crushed pecan butter, green chili burgers, blue corn pancakes with barbecued duck, or spice-rubbed pork tenderloin.
        

        SPAGO
                Modern American 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map
        
            (www.wolfgangpuck.com; Forum Shops; mains $18-40;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            cafe 11:30am-11pm, restaurant 5:30-10pm)
            After Wolfgang Puck brought Spago to Caesars Palace in 1992, celebrity chefs opened branches at every megaresort. Taste the thin-crust pizzas and nouveau American cuisine the foodie star is known for in one of two spaces: the casual cafe or the more elegant dining room.
        

[image: image]Spago, Caesars Palace
JERRY ALEXANDER ©


        CYPRESS STREET
            MARKETPLACE
                Fast Food 
            
                $
            
        

Offline map
        
            (mains $6-15;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-11pm;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            ) 
            Conveniently charge those fresh, made-to-order pizzas and salads, global wraps, Asian stir-fries and southern barbecue, along with beer and wine, to a ‘smart’ card, then pay upon exiting. Courtyard tables perch happily over the casino floor.

        SERENDIPITY 3
                Ice Cream 
            
                $$
            
        

Offline map
        
             (www.serendipity3.com; desserts $10-18;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            8am-11pm Sun-Thu, 8am-midnight Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            At this pink candy-striped soda fountain with appealing terrace seating overlooking the Strip, sink your sweet tooth into frozen hot chocolate and opulent ice-cream sundaes.
        

        TREVI
                Italian 
            
                $$
            
        

Offline map
        
            (www.trevi-italian.com; Forum Shops; mains $13-32;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-11pm Sun-Thu, 11am-midnight Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconveggif]
            ) 
            This convivial fountain-side trattoria does fresh pastas, wood-fired pizzas and Italian sodas. Come for half-price wine during ‘Trevi Time’ happy hour from 2pm to 6pm Sunday to Friday.

        
            
                Spend the Night
            

            
                Though 
                    Caesars Palace Hotel & Casino
                 
                (r $105-399;
                [image: iconinternetgif][image: iconwifigif][image: iconswimgif][image: iconfamilygif]
                )
                has been a symbol of luxury on the Strip for more than four decades, guest rooms aren’t as magnificent as the resort itself. By Vegas standards, these generic but functional rooms, spread out across five towers, aren’t overly spacious. Your best bet is a more recently renovated room in the Forum or Augustus towers, where amenities include rainfall-style showers, flat screen TVs and electronic blackout drapes. The 2013 opening of the new 180-room 
                    Nobu Hotel
                 
                within Caesars Palace will bring a shot of style and energy to the resort’s accommodation options.

            
                There’s no resort fee, so go ahead and enjoy the stunning Garden of the Gods pool for ‘free.’ But you’ll pay $15 for in-room wireless access, and another $45 for entry into the fitness center.
            

        


        
            [image: categorydrinkgif] 
            Drinking & Nightlife

        SHADOW BAR
                Lounge
            
        

Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            4pm-2am Mon-Thu, 2pm-3am Fri & Sat, 2pm-2am Sun)
            Caesars’ newest nightlife venue, as the name hints, features the silhouettes of gorgeous dancers performing seductively behind large, backlit screens; gaze on while listening to DJ-spun tunes and sipping your cocktail of choice. It’s a sultry spot for a drink before heading out to the clubs.
        

        PURE
                Nightclub
            
        

Offline map
        
             (www.purethenightclub.com; cover $20-40;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10pm-4am Tue & Thu-Sun)
            Guarded by immovable bouncers, this chic mod space electrifies with its Strip-view patio and often gorgeous female DJs. Constant crowds shimmy inside a labyrinth of clean-lined ivory and silver rooms that make it feel a lot like LA. Drinks are priced sky-high and the dress code is usually strict.
        

[image: image]Outside area at Pure nightclub
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        CLEOPATRA’S BARGE
                Lounge
            
        

Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            8:30pm-4am)
            The mini-pirate ship inside this candlelit cocktail lounge looks straight out of 
                Pirates of the Caribbean
            
            , setting the mood for rum and mischief. On closer inspection, the boat is actually a replica of the Egyptian queen’s glamorous barge, used for royal transportation down the Nile. There’s no cover for frequent live music performances.
        

        SEAHORSE LOUNGE
                Bar
            
        

Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr)
            This whimsical sea-foam-hued cocktail bar and lounge,
            just off the casino floor, looks like a glamorous, grown-up version of the 
                Little Mermaid
            
            , complete with a giant circular fish tank, champagne, chic aquamarine decor and eye-catching seahorse statues.
        

        SPANISH STEPS
                Bar
            
        

        Offline map
 (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            noon-midnight Sun-Thu, noon-2am Fri & Sat)
            Outside Caesars Palace, you can pick up a fruity, frozen concoction and watch the world go by. Sidle up to the Bacardi Lemonade Bar for the tastiest libations made with fresh limes, mint and berries.

        
        
            [image: categoryentertaingif] 
            Entertainment

        COLOSSEUM
                Performing Arts
            
        

Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            800-745-3000; www.thecolosseum.com; tickets $50-500)
            This spectacular 4300-seat venue, a high-tech replica of ancient Rome’s famous arena, has state-of-the-art sound and lighting systems fit for the first-class performers who take the stage regularly: Elton John, Celine Dion, Rod Stewart, Jerry Seinfeld and Shania Twain were all resident acts at the time of writing. Thanks to the circular layout, there’s hardly a bad seat in the house; in fact, no seat is further than 120ft from the stage.
        

        ABSINTHE
                Performing Arts
            
        

Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            800-745-3000; www.absinthevegas.com; Roman Plaza; tickets $89-169;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            8pm & 10pm Tue & Thu-Sat, 8pm Wed & Sun)
            New on the Vegas show scene is the raucous, one-of-a-kind Absinthe, mixing wacky comedy with burlesque, cabaret and Cirque du Soleil–style acrobatics. It opened to rave reviews. It has an erotic vibe: no guests under 18 allowed.
        

        
            [image: categoryshopgif] 
            Shopping

        FORUM SHOPS
                Shopping Mall
            
        

Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-11pm Sun-Thu, 10am-midnight Fri & Sat)
            Caesars’ fanciful nod to ancient Roman marketplaces houses 160 designer emporia, including catwalk wonders Armani, DKNY, Jimmy Choo, John
            Varvatos, Theory and Versace; fashion-forward jewelry and accessory stores Harry Winston, Kate Spade and Ice;
            one-of-a-kind specialty boutiques such 
            as Agent Provocateur, NYC-based Intermix and Scoop for designer clothing; and MAC cosmetics and Kiehl’s old-world apothecary for body, skin and hair-care products. Don’t miss the spiral escalator, a grand entrance for divas fresh off the Strip.

        CASA FUENTE
                Specialty Shop
            
        

Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-731-5051; www.arturofuente.com; Forum Shops;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-11pm Sun-Thu, 10am-midnight Fri & Sat)
            Wicker sidewalk chairs and a petite bar serving tropical cocktails makes this ‘money’ cigar shop feel like a little slice of Havana. Past the shelves of stogie-smoking accessories, a walk-in humidor stocks Arturo Fuente signature cigars from the Dominican Republic.
        

        
            [image: categoryactivitiesgif] 
            Spas & Activities

        QUA BATHS & SPA
                Spa
            
        

Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            866-782-0655; www.harrahs.com/qua-caesars-palace; 2nd fl, Augustus Tower; massages $140-225, day pass $45;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            6am-8pm)
            Social spa-going is encouraged at Qua, which evokes the ancient Roman rituals of indulgent bathing. Seek out the waterfall showers or try a signature ‘bath liqueur,’ where an attendant pours a personalized potion of herbs and oils into your private tub. Couples’ massages feature fertility rituals and aphrodisiac oils. The spa’s gossipy public areas include a tea lounge, herbal steam room, cedar sauna and arctic ice room, where artificial snow falls. On the men’s side, there’s a barber spa and big-screen TVs tuned into live sports. State-of-the-art workout machines are available.
        

        GARDEN OF THE GODS
            POOL OASIS
                Swimming Pool
            
        

Offline map
        
             (women & hotel guests free, men Fri-Sun $20;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            summer 8am-6pm)
            This complex features a series of themed pools: the swim-up blackjack and scotch tastings at the Fortuna Pool, Scoop day beds at the Jupiter Pool, and Roman-style statuary in the central Temple Pool. The 
                Venus Pool Club
             (admission $10-30) 
            is an adults-only nightclub-style venue.

    

    

  
    
      [image: swatch1-dots-gif]
    

    Mirage
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                Mirage
            

        

        
            No desert hallucinations here: that is indeed, a faux volcano erupting. It’s the dramatic yet playful hallmark of the Mirage, a fixture on the Strip since it opened in 1989. Casino mogul and then-owner Steve Wynn boasted that his goal was to create a property ‘so overriding in its nature that it would be a reason in and of itself for visitors to come to Las Vegas.’ Costing many times more than any other Strip megaresort had up to that point, the Mirage today still captures the imagination, although its glories have been largely outshone by Wynn’s newer investments across the street. Still, the Mirage keeps up with the times, offering several cutting-edge eateries, the new-on-the-scene (and Kanye-endorsed) 1 OAK nightclub, and one of the best Cirque du Soleil shows in town. Few visitors leave the Mirage unimpressed, although its subtle appeal is most appreciated by an older, well-heeled crowd.
        

[image: image]Mirage casino hotel (designer: Joel Bergman)
PURESTOCK/ALAMY ©
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Don't Miss

                
                    Mirage’s Best
                

                
                    Out in front, set in a three-acre lagoon, the Mirage’s fiery, recently revamped trademark 100ft artificial 
                        volcano
                     (
                    [image: iconhoursgif]
                    shows every hour 8pm-midnight) 
                    erupts with a roar at the top of hour, inevitably bringing traffic on the Strip to a screeching halt. Look for wisps of smoke escaping from the top that signal the inferno is about to begin.

                
                    Inside, the Mirage’s paradisiacal setting is replete with a huge 
                        rainforest
                     
                        atrium 
                    under a 100ft conservatory dome filled with jungle foliage, meandering streams and soothing cascades. Woven into the tropical waterscape are scores of bromeliads enveloped in sunlight and fed by a computerized misting system. Tropical scents waft through the hotel lobby, which features a 20,000-gallon saltwater 
                        aquarium 
                    filled with 60 species of coral-reef critters from Fiji to the Red Sea, including puffer fish, tangs and pygmy sharks.
                

                
                    Kids beg their parents to enter the cramped wildlife exhibit at 
                        Siegfried & Roy’s Secret Garden & Dolphin Habitat  Offline map (
                    
                    
                    [image: iconphonegif]
                    702-791-7188; adult/child $20/15, children under 3 free;
                    [image: iconhoursgif]
                    11am-6:30pm Mon-Fri, 10am-6:30pm Sat & Sun;
                    [image: iconfamilygif]
                    ).
                    Though the dynamic duo is no longer performing on stage following the infamous mauling incident in 2003, you can still see their royal white tigers and magical ‘white lions’ here. Sadly, all the feats of conservation talked about on the free audio tour can’t compensate for enclosures that are much too small for animals who roam the world’s wildest places.
                

                
                    The tigers and tropical island theme are a throwback to the original Mirage: the new theme is ‘remixed’, and the emphasis is on innovative entertainment. Hits include Cirque du Soleil’s 
                        
                     
                    (Click here
                    ), the psychedelic 
                        Revolution Lounge
                      
                    (Click here
                    ) and a hot new nightclub, 
                        1 OAK
                      
                    (Click here
                    ).
                

                
                    NEED TO KNOW
                

Offline map
                

                    [image: iconphonegif]
                    702-791-7111; www.mirage.com; 3400 Las Vegas Blvd S; [image: iconbusgif]
                    Deuce
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                GETTING THERE & AWAY
            

            »
                
                    Tram
                 
                A free tram glides over to Treasure Island every five to 15 minutes from 7am to 2am.

            »
                
                    Monorail
                 
                Cross Las Vegas Blvd to board the monorail at Harrah’s/Imperial Palace station.

            »
                
                    Bus
                 
                The Deuce bus line,
                with service to the entire Strip and downtown Las Vegas, stops outside the Mirage every 12 to 15 minutes.
            

            »
                
                    Taxi
                 
                A taxi is your best bet if you’re heading downtown. Expect to pay around $15 to $20 one way.

        

        
        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Sights

        MIRAGE CASINO
                Casino
            
        

Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr)
            Circling the rainforest atrium is the Mirage’s huge Polynesian-themed casino, which incorporates the unique design concept of placing gaming areas under separate roofs to invoke a feeling of intimacy. Real and faux tropical plants add to the splendor of this still elegant casino, which boasts a popular poker room and high-limit lounge.
        

        
                [image: 19-mirage-fp-dc-lav1]

                
            

        
            [image: categoryeatgif] 
            Eating

        
            In addition to high-end options, the Mirage is the home of several good-looking casual food options that are both affordable and family-friendly, such as the New York knockoff Carnegie’s Deli, with piled-high pastrami sandwiches. Make reservations at www.mirage.com/restaurants or by calling [image: iconphonegif]
            866-339-4566.
        


            
            BLT BURGER 
                American 
            
                $$
            
        

Offline map
        
            (www.bltburger.com; mains $12-17;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-2am Sun-Thu, 11am-4am Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconveggif]
            )
            French-trained NYC chef Laurent Tourondel is the man behind this lively burger joint featuring haute Black Angus beef, lamb and veggie burgers with all the trimmings. Also on the menu are almost three dozen microbrews, liqueur-spiked ‘adult’ milkshakes, crisp sweet-potato fries and peanut-buttery s’mores for dessert.
        

        STACK
                Modern American 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map
        
            (www.lightgroup.com; mains $28-79, small plates $15-21;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5-10pm Sun & Tue-Thu, 5-11pm Mon, Fri & Sat)
            The striking interior of this trendy new eatery is dominated by smoothly curved hardwood walls that seem to undulate around and above the fashionable folk downing cucumber martinis at the long bar. Signature small plates range from miso hibachi skewers to mini lamb gyros and old-school pigs in a blanket, while the excellent prix-fixe menu ($49) includes appealing options like king crab tacos and penne tossed with prosciutto.
        

        
            
                Spend the Night
            

            
                Renovated in 2008, family-friendly guest rooms at the 
                    Mirage
                 (r $74-178; ste $215-470;
                [image: iconinternetgif][image: iconwifigif][image: iconswimgif][image: iconfamilygif]
                )
                have a whimsical yet sophisticated look: the lively patterns call to mind the psychedelic spin of Cirque du Soleil’s 
                    LOVE
                
                , while large flat screen TVs, iPod docks and cozy beds feel up-to-date. For a slight upgrade to the ‘Tower Deluxe’, you’ll get a Jacuzzi tub, too.
            

            
                A $25 daily resort fee includes in-room internet, plus access to the Cardio Center (not the fitness center at the spa) and the Mirage Pool.
            

        


        FIN
                Chinese 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map
        
            (mains $16-38, prix-fixe dinner $50;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5-10pm Thu-Mon)
            With ocean-colored glass baubles strung from the ceiling, this dining room feels like a glorious fishbowl. Sit regally surrounded by hand-painted silk wallpaper and feast on sophisticated modern cuisine fit for an empress. Seafood delights are remarkably fresh, whether you taste the chilled jellyfish, braised abalone, crispy squid, wok-fried lobster or a steaming sea-cucumber 
            clay pot.

        JAPONAIS
                Asian 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map
        
            (www.japonaislasvegas.com; mains $28-34;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5-10pm Sun-Thu, 5-11pm Fri & Sat, lounge 3pm-midnight)
            At this sushi and sake bar, the second location of the sophisticated Japonais eatery from Chicago, a well-dressed crowd socializes over panko-crusted crab cakes and grilled Kobe beef. The theatrical lipstick-red dining room, with a sculpted wood ceiling and a casino-view lounge with gossamer drapes, is pure Vegas.
        

[image: image]Japonais restaurant and lounge
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            [image: categorydrinkgif] 
            Drinking & Nightlife

        1 OAK
                Nightclub
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-588-5656; www.1oaklv.com; cover free-$20;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10:30pm-4am Thu-Sat & Tue)
            Kanye West manned these DJ tables on New Years Eve 2012. The Mirage’s hot new nightlife venue is the second location of 1 OAK (an acronym for ‘one of a kind’) after New York. The main staircase was made for strutting down onto the throbbing dance floor where paper ‘snowflakes’ rain down on the heads of club-goers grooving to hip-hop and DJ mixes. At the time of writing, Fergie was throwing her own birthday bash at 1 OAK, Tuesdays were industry nights and Saturday brought the rollicking ‘I Love New York’ party.
        

        RHUMBAR
                Cocktail Bar
            
        

Offline map
        
            (www.rhumbarlv.com;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            1pm-midnight)
            Mojitos and frozen daiquiris are pure mixology magic at this chic Caribbean- 
            flavored bar and cigar lounge – needless to say, they’re a big step up from the sugary, economy-sized frozen drinks sold around the Strip. Cool off with your cocktail of choice at breezy, open-air lounge tables on the minimalist Strip-view patio.

        REVOLUTION LOUNGE
                Lounge
            
        

Offline map
        
            (www.lightgroup.com; cover free-$20;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10pm-4am Thu-Sun) 
            At this psychedelic Beatles-themed ultra lounge DJs spin down-tempo house, Brit pop, hip-hop and world music fusion to mash-ups of classic rock and ’80s new wave.

[image: image]Revolution Lounge
GETTY IMAGES ©


        
            [image: categoryentertaingif] 
            Entertainment

        LOVE
                Performing Arts
            
        

Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-792-7777, 800-963-9634; www.cirquedusoleil.com; tickets $79-180;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            7pm & 9:30pm Thu-Mon;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            Another smash hit from Cirque du Soleil, 
                LOVE
            
            started off as the brainchild of the late George Harrison. Using 
                Abbey Road
             
            master tapes, the show psychedelically fuses the musical legacy of the Beatles with Cirque’s high-energy dancers and, of course, the troupe’s signature aerial acrobats. Come early to photograph the trippy entryway and have a drink at the Abbey Road bar.

        
            [image: categoryshopgif] 
            Shopping

        
            Specialty boutiques are scattered around the resort and are generally open from 9am to 9pm.
        

        LOVE BOUTIQUE
                Gifts
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            
            A Beatles- and Cirque du Soleil–themed boutique.
        

        ART OF MUSIC
                Antiques
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            Classy antiques and memorabilia shop.
        

        KARDASHIAN KHAOS
                Homewares
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            Cheesy, celebrity-crazed store peddling home decor and accessories officially endorsed by the reality TV family.
        

        
            [image: categoryactivitiesgif] 
            Spas & Activities

        KIM VŌ SALON & MIRAGE SPA
                Spa
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-791-7472; facials & massages $85-290, day pass hotel guests $28, non-guest $50;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            salon 9am-7pm, spa 6:30am-7pm)
            Recently revamped, the Mirage’s mod spa specializes in deluxe body treatments with essential ocean minerals or Asian fruits. Feel even more like money at celebrity stylist Kim Vō’s salon where you can get a champagne hair rinse under a disco ball or a makeover from the magic man himself, who has worked on pro-sports stars and US presidents. Note, in high season non-guests may only access the spa Monday through Thursday.
        

        MIRAGE POOL
                Swimming Pool
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            8am-6pm summer;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            Tropical landscaping, inviting lagoons, poolside bars and the sexy 
                Bare 
            (www.lightgroup.com; admission women $10, men $20-40;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-6pm) 
            pool club make the Mirage Pool a Vegas classic.

[image: image]Poolside at the Mirage
WERNER DEITERICH/ALAMY ©
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                Venetian & Palazzo
            

        

        
            Impresario Sheldon Adelson broke ground with his replica of 
                La Repubblica Serenissima
            
            (Most Serene Republic) –
            reputed to be the home of the world’s first casino – shortly after the controversial implosion of the vintage Sands casino hotel in 1996. On this hallowed ground, the Rat Pack filmed the original movie version of 
                Ocean’s Eleven
             
            and hobnobbed with movie stars, senators and showgirls during Vegas’ ‘Fabulous Fifties.’ When the Sands came tumbling down, a piece of history was lost – and new royalty was born. Inspired by the splendor of Italy’s most romantic city, this luxury megaresort boasts reproductions of Venetian landmarks, including the doge’s palace, bell tower, floating gondolas, Piazza San Marco and a mini Rialto Bridge. The grandiose sequel resort, the Palazzo, threw open its doors to a sophisticated crowd in 2008. No gondoliers necessary – you can walk from Venice to its offshore island in just a few minutes.


    [image: image]Gondola, Venetian hotel casino (architect: KlingStubbins)
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            Don't miss

                Venetian & Palazzo’s Best
            

            
                Even if you’ve had the good fortune to stroll the cobblestones and navigate the romantic canals of the world-famous Italian port city, you won’t want to miss the Vegas version: in a city filled with spectacles, the Venetian is one of the most magnificent. Graceful bridges, flowing canals and vibrant piazzas faithfully imitate the Venetian spirit; next door, the sophisticated Palazzo lacks a theme, following the trend toward ever more elegant luxury. Forget the Strip’s fun-lovin’ pirate shows, circus acts and exploding volcanoes: the Palazzo is a resort best known for haute cuisine, cool nightlife and high-end shopping.
            

        


        
            »
                
Offline map
            

            »
              [image: iconphonegif]
                702-414-1000
            

            »
                www.venetian.com, www.palazzo.com
            

            »
                3355/3325 Las Vegas Blvd S
            

            »
                Monorail Harrah’s/Imperial Palace, [image: iconbusgif]
                Deuce
            

        

        
            Italian Landmarks
        

        
            In the ongoing contest for Vegas’ best copycat architecture, the Venetian wins the prize for classiest design. View the stunning exterior while approaching by pedestrian skybridge: note the 
                doge’s palace
            
            , the towering 
                campanile
            
            (bell tower), a replica 
                Rialto Bridge
            
            and busy cobblestoned piazza where tourists gaze down at couples canoodling in gondolas steered by striped-shirted boatiers. Inside, look for colorfully dressed minstrels and the romantics sipping wine at faux-outdoor cafes in 
                Piazza San Marco
            
            .
        

        
            Gondola Rides
        

        
            As in Venice itself, a 
                gondola ride
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-414-4300; per person $16, child 2 & under free, private 2-passenger ride $64;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-10:45pm Sun-Thu, 10am-11:45pm Fri-Sat, outdoor rides weather permitting;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            ) 
            is a touristy activity that nonetheless holds allure for visitors from all over. Choose between a moonlit outdoor cruise in the resort’s Stripside lake or a paddle through the winding indoor canals past shoppers and diners. The ticket booth is located in the Grand Canal Shoppes (Click here
            ).
        

        
            Shoppes at the Palazzo
        

        
            Don’t be surprised to find real-life Italian fashionistas inside this high-design 
                shopping promenade
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-607-4300; www.theshoppesatthepalazzo.com; Palazzo;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-11pm Sun-Thu, 10am-midnight Fri & Sat).
            Anchored by Barneys New York, the Palazzo’s shops are breathtaking: Manolo Blahnik for shoes, Anya Hindmarch for handbags, Annie Creamcheese for glam vintage, Canali for tailor-made Italian apparel, London fashion imports Chloe and Thomas Pink, and luxury US trendsetters such as Diane von Furstenberg. Take a breather at 
                Bauman Rare Books 
            (www.baumanrarebooks.com)
            , which carries rare, signed editions and antiquarian titles, which sit side-by-side with historical documents signed by US presidents.
        

        [image: local-know]

            
                Don’t Miss List
            

            
                BY ABBY TEGNELIA, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF, 
                    VEGAS 
                MAGAZINE
            

            
                1 TAO
            

            
                I’ve had some of my best Vegas nights at TAO (
                Click here
                ). Not on the list? Arrive by 10pm, especially if the guest host is an A-lister, such as Kim Kardashian or Jay-Z. I never leave before 3am, especially when DJ Vice is spinning, the dance floor clears and the stars let loose.
            

            
                2 CARNEVINO
            

            
                Mouth-watering Italian fare matched with the oldest aged steaks on the Strip and a decadent wine list leave many hard-core foodies deeming a dinner at Carnevino (
                Click here
                ), the best in Las Vegas. Devoted meat connoisseurs will see heaven in the intense ‘
                
                    riserva
                
                ’ steaks, aged for up to eight months in the restaurant’s own meat locker; I prefer the New York strip.
            

            
                3 O
            

            
                No trip to Vegas is complete without seeing at least one Cirque du Soleil show. I recommend 
                    O
                 
                (Click here
                ) for first-timers. The circular, watery stage bursts with the acrobatics that have made Cirque an international powerhouse, plus athletic divers who complete breathtaking stunts.
            

            
                4 ABSINTHE
            

            
                Guests to the tiny Absinthe ‘big top’ (
                Click here
                ) have a hard time deciding which is more shocking: the raunchy ‘Gazillionaire’ master of ceremonies, or the death-defying acts he introduces.
            

            
                5 BORDER GRILL
            

            
                Finish off a boozy weekend with an all-you-can-eat, tapas-style weekend brunch at Border Grill (
                Click here
                ), a modern Mexican hot spot. Mary Sue Milliken and Susan Feniger have whipped up drool-inducing sharing plates both sweet and savory, including my favorites: bacon jalapeño PBJ (peanut butter and jelly) and chorizo and egg tacos.
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                GETTING THERE & AWAY
            

            »
                
                    Monorail
                 
                The closest monorail station, Harrah’s/Imperial Palace, is next door to the Venetian. The train connects to various resorts along the Strip.

            »
                
                    Bus
                 
                The Deuce bus line, with service to the entire Strip and downtown Las Vegas, stops outside the Venetian every 12 to 15 minutes.

            »
                
                    Taxi
                 
                A taxi is your best bet if you’re heading downtown. Expect to pay at least $15 one way.

        

        
        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Sights

        VENETIAN & PALAZZO
            CASINOS
                Casino
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr)
            The Venetian’s regal 120,000-sq-ft casino has marble floors, hand-painted ceiling frescoes and 120 table games, including a high-limit lounge and an elegant high-stakes poker room, where smoking is not allowed and players enjoy safe-deposit lockers and tableside food service. At the Palazzo, the slightly smaller but equally lavish casino has the usual spread of high-limit tables games.
        

        
                [image: 20-venetian-pal-fp-grd-dc-lav1]

                
            

                [image: 20-venetian-pal-fp-fst-dc-lav1]

                
            

            
            
            MADAME TUSSAUDS 
                Museum
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-862-7800; www.madametussaudslv.com; Venetian; adult/senior & student/child/$25/18/15, child 6 & under free;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-9pm Sun-Thu, 10am-10pm Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            ) 
            Outside, between the Rialto Bridge and the Strip, is this interactive version of the wax museum many love to loathe. Strike a pose with Elvis, pretend to marry George Clooney, play golf with Tiger Woods, join the Blue Man Group or put on Playboy Bunny ears, grab a faux cocktail and sit on Hugh Hefner’s lap (be sure to touch him, because Hef’s made of silicone – how appropriate!).



[image: image]Madame Tussauds
RICHARD CUMMINGS ©





        
            [image: categoryeatgif] 
            Eating

        
            It’s humorous (and sad) to realize that due to the tourist-trap infrastructure built up around the real Venice, it’s probably easier to find a decent meal at the Venetian than in 
                Serenissima
            
            itself. Vegas’ ‘Little Italy’ is a full-blown dining powerhouse, with a dizzying lineup of celeb chef-driven steakhouses and creative eateries. For reservations at the Venetian, call [image: iconphonegif]
            702-414-1000; for the Palazzo, call [image: iconphonegif]
            702-607-7777. Online reservations are available at www.venetian.com/las-vegas-restaurants.
        


        BOUCHON
                French 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map
        
             (www.bouchonbistro.com; Venezia Tower, Venetian; mains $19-45;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            7-10:30am & 5-10pm Mon-Fri, 8am-2pm & 5-10pm Fri & Sat, oyster bar from 3pm)
            Napa Valley wunderkind Thomas Keller’s rendition of a Lyonnaise bistro features a seasonal menu of French classics. The poolside setting complements the oyster bar and an extensive raw seafood selection. Decadent breakfasts and brunches, imported cheeses and a superb French and Californian wine list all make an appearance. Service has its ups and downs.
        

        SUSHISAMBA
                Fusion
             
                $$$
            
        

Offline map
        
            (www.sushisamba.com; Shoppes at the Palazzo; mains $25-46;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11:30am-1am Sun-Wed, 11:30am-2am Thu-Sat;
            [image: iconveggif]
            )
            With the colors of Rio and martial-arts flicks digitally projected onto the walls, SUSHISAMBA presents a chic, sleek integration of Peruvian, Brazilian and Japanese cuisine, such as flawlessly grilled 
                robata
            
            and churrasco meats, marinated sashimi 
                ceviche
             
            spiked with citrus and chilies, or delicately done tempura boxes with dipping sauces. Delicious caipirinhas are only $6 at happy hour (4pm to 7pm Sunday to Friday).

        CANALETTO
                Italian 
            
                $$
            
        

Offline map
        
             (Grand Canal Shoppes, Venetian; mains $14-38;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11:30am-11pm Sun-Thu, 11:30am- midnight Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconveggif]
            )
            If you really want to get into the spirit of Venice, this is the place to eat. The imported chef specializes in the regional cuisine of northern Italy; his seasonal menu features crispy thin-crust pizzas, hearty classics such as 
                osso bucco 
            and fantastic pear-stuffed ravioli. Cozy booths are ideal for a romantic rendezvous, while upstairs, five private rooms (for groups of six or more) look out over the canals below.
        

        TAQUERIA
            CAÑONITA
                Latin American 
            
                $$$
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (Venetian; mains $14-37;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11:30am-10pm Sun-Thu, 11:30am-11pm Fri & Sat)
            This vibrant canalside eatery serves contemporary Mexican and Latin American dishes out of a sleek open kitchen – try the fresh, colorful 
                ceviche
             
            trio, savory pork empanadas or the decadent
                queso fundido 
            with chorizo – and icy carafes of perfectly prepared white sangria. Stop in for a $5 margarita during the generous happy hours (from 3pm to 6pm, and 9pm to close); book ahead if you want to dine with a close-up view of the gondolas floating by.
        

        B&B RISTORANTE
                Italian 
            
                $$$
            
        

        Offline map
        
            (www.bandbristorante.com; Venetian; mains $25-45;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5-11pm)
            From thriving Italian restaurateur Mario Batali and his winemaking partner (the other ‘B’), this risk-taking Italian restaurant shines. Dare to try more eccentric dishes, such as beef-cheek ravioli or duck with dandelion greens and cherries.
        

        CUT
                Steakhouse 
            
                $$$
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (www.wolfgangpuck.com; Palazzo; mains $36-112;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5:30-10pm Sun-Thu, 5:30-11pm Fri & Sat, lounge 5pm-1am daily)
            Wolfgang Puck
            strikes again and this time he’s on fire –
            or 1200°F in the broiler, to be exact. Modern earth-toned furnishings with stainless-steel accents and dried-flower arrangements complement a surprisingly smart menu, which dares to infuse Indian spices into Kobe beef, and accompanies Nebraska corn-fed steaks with Argentinean 
                chimichurri
             
            sauce or Point Reyes blue cheese. Reservations are essential.

        TAO
                Asian Fusion 
            
                $$$
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (www.taolasvegas.com; Grand Canal Shoppes, Venetian; mains $27-42;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5pm-midnight Sun-Thu, 5pm-1am Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconveggif]
            )
            Feng shui design pervades this over-the-top bistro, where an enormous Buddha floats above an infinity pool. Tableside dim-sum service uses traditional carts, or feast on filet mignon with udon noodles or Peking duck. A full bar stocks premium sake labels. Reservations are essential, but 
            difficult to score. Dress to impress, as it’s a launching pad for TAO nightclub (Click here
            ).
        

        MORELS FRENCH STEAKHOUSE
            & BISTRO
                Steakhouse 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map
        
             (Palazzo; lunch mains $16-24; dinner mains $26-52;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            8am-11pm Mon-Thu, 8am-midnight Fri & Sat, 8am-10pm Sun)
            Another LA- imported steakhouse, bejeweled Morels has a few secret weapons: gorgeous alfresco patio seating elevated above the Strip, an ice seafood bar, an artisanal cheese and charcuterie meat bar, and a wine-dispensing system that lets you sip just a glass of thousand-dollar French and Californian vintages.
        

        TABLE 10
                Steakhouse
             
                $$$
            
        

Offline map
        
            (www.emerils.com; Shoppes at Palazzo; lunch mains $15-38, dinner mains $26-48;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-10pm Sun-Thu, 11am-11pm Fri & Sat)
            Named after a prime spot at Emeril Legasse’s flagship restaurant in N’awlins, Table 10 offers a New American take on classics such as lobster pot pie, spinach salad and dry-aged Angus rib-eye steaks.
        

        DELMONICO
            STEAKHOUSE
                Steakhouse
             
                $$$
            
        

        Offline map
        
            (Venetian; lunch mains $14-19, dinner mains $36-52;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11:30am-1:45pm Mon-Sat & 5-10pm daily) 
            Also designed by Emeril Legasse is the Delmonico Steakhouse at the Venetian, where big oak doors open into a vaulted ceiling space and Creole-inflected dishes include grilled pork chops with bourbon smashed potatoes.

        GRAND LUX
            CAFÉ
                Modern American 
            
                $$
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (www.grandluxcafe.com; Venetian; mains $8-22;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr;
            [image: iconveggif][image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            The crowd-pleasing – and comparatively budget-conscious – Grand Lux features ornate Venetian-inspired decor and gourmet takes on American classics, plus dishes from around the globe. Family-friendly favorites from the menu include the killer Asian nachos, fresh Vietnamese spring rolls, grilled flatbread pizzas, and overstuffed sandwiches; the dessert list, featuring gigantic ‘slices’ of a rich chocolate ganache cake, plus boxes of freshly baked chocolate chip cookies to go, shouldn’t be missed. There is also a 
                location
             (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            6am-2am Mon-Thu, 6am-3am Fri & Sat)
            at the Palazzo.
        

        I❤BURGERS
                American 
            
                $$
            
        

        Offline map
        
            (www.iloveburgers.com; Palazzo; mains $10-17;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-11pm Sun-Thu, 11am-midnight Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            Another casually stylish but family-oriented food option at the Palazzo, this contemporary burger joint does just what the name suggests: beef, turkey, buffalo and veggie burgers topped with gourmet fixings and paired with thick milkshakes (spiked with vodka if you wish) in flavors such as ‘blueberry panshake’ and ‘coffee bean.’ The beer list is one of the most extensive on the Strip.
        

        POSTRIO
                Italian
             
                $$$
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (www.wolfgangpuck.com; Grand Canal Shoppes, Venetian; mains $15-45;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-10:30pm Sun-Thu, 11am-11pm Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconveggif][image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            On the Piazza San Marco, this offshoot
            of Wolfgang Puck’s San Francisco original features playful signature dishes; 
            devotees can’t get enough of the wood-oven-baked pizzas, pastas and rich desserts. The lively patio was designed for people-watching.



[image: image]Wolfgang Puck's Postrio
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        ESPRESSAMENTE ILLY
                Cafe 
            
                $
            
        

        Offline map
        
            (Shoppes at Palazzo;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            6am-midnight Sun-Thu, 6am-1am Fri & Sat)
            Pick up a cappuccino or gelato at an authentic espresso shop such as Espressamente Illy.
        

        CARNEVINO
                Steakhouse 
            
                $$$
            
        

        Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-789-4141; www.carnevino.com; Palazzo; mains $17-38;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5-11pm, bar 5pm-midnight) 
            At this glam steakhouse – a collaboration between superstar chef Mario Batali and famed winemaker Joe Bastianich – it’s all about red meat and red wine. The house-aged beef and Italian-inspired side dishes are rich and satisfying, while the extensive wine list is heavy on French, Italian and Californian vintages.

        
            [image: categorydrinkgif] 
            Drinking & Nightlife

        
            The Venetian and Palazzo are full of bars and lounges; in addition to the venues listed below, look for smaller watering holes such as the Latin-inspired mixology bar on the Palazzo’s casino floor and Double Helix, a sophisticated whiskey lounge in the Shoppes at Palazzo.
        

        TAO
                Nightclub
            
        

        Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-388-8588; www.taolasvegas.com; Grand Canal Shoppes, Venetian; cover $30-40;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10pm-5am Thu-Sat, lounge from 5pm) 
            Some Vegas clubbing aficionados claim that TAO, like a Top 40 hit that’s maxed out on radio play, has reached a been-there, done-that saturation point. Newbies, however, still gush at the decadent details and libidinous vibe: from the giant gold Buddha to the near-naked go-go girls languidly caressing themselves in rose petal-strewn bathtubs and Paris Hilton look-alikes forgoing enlightenment to bump and grind to earthy hip-hop instead.


[image: image]TAO nightclub
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        LAVO
                Nightclub
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-791-1818; www.lavolv.com; Palazzo; cover $20-40;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11pm-4am Sun, Tue & Wed, 10:30pm-4am Fri & Sat, lounge 5pm-4am Sun-Fri, 6pm-4am Sat) 
            The minds behind TAO opened a second nightlife hotspot at the Palazzo; like its predecessor, Lavo was a smash from the start, drawing celebs from Nicole Richie and Kim Kardashian to Shaquille O’Neal, who celebrated his 40th birthday here. After indulging in Italian cuisine and drinks on the spacious Stripside terrace, head upstairs to the plush nightclub to hit the small but happening dance floor, then retire with champagne in the seductive chandelier-lit Lavo Lounge. On Saturdays DJs show up early for the lighthearted Champagne Party Brunch (from 2pm).

        V BAR
                Lounge
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-414-3200; Venetian;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5pm-2am Sun-Wed, 5pm-3am Thu-Sat)
            Celebrities, agents and glamorous young things meet and greet in this beautifully chill lounge. The low-key house music is a mere accoutrement, since low lighting, secluded sitting areas and sturdy martinis encourage intimate behavior.
        

        PUBLIC HOUSE
                Bar
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (Venetian;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-11pm Sun-Thu, 11am-midnight Fri & Sat) 
            Serious beer lovers unite: this tech-forward bar has 24 beers on tap (check out the futuristic system visible through clear glass overhead), three seasonal craft beers in casks, and a ‘beer cicerone’, something like a sommelier of ales and lagers. There’s also gourmet pub food and a futuristic ‘wine cube’ for fresh pours by the glass.



        
            
                Spend the Night
            

            
                As the 
                    Venetian
                 
                    and
                 
                    Palazzo
                 ( ste $135-359;
                [image: iconinternetgif][image: iconwifigif][image: iconswimgif][image: iconfamilygif]
                )
                proudly proclaim, ‘our standard is suite.’ Fronted by graceful canals and pedestrian plazas, the five-star ‘standard’ suites are anything but. They rank among the largest and most luxurious on the Strip. With almost a dozen different types to choose from, every suite has a sunken living-room salon. The high-flying Venezia Tower boasts a private pool and exclusive check-in; there’s almost no limit to the perks offered to its concierge-level suite guests, from unpacking suitcases and serving afternoon tea in the lounge to preparing specialty baths and delivering your personalized choice of pillows. A $20 resort fee includes access to the fitness center in the Canyon Ranch Spa Club and in-room internet access.
            

        



       
            [image: categoryentertaingif] 
            Entertainment

        
            Visit www.venetian.com/las-vegas-shows for the latest high-profile performing arts acts at the Venetian, or look into tickets for a rotating list of comedic acts, from David Spade to Joan Rivers, in the 
                Venetian Showroom
             (
            
             Offline map [image: iconphonegif]
            702-414-9000)
            .
        

        
            [image: categoryshopgif] 
            Shopping

        GRAND CANAL
            SHOPPES
                Shopping Mall
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-414-4500; www.thegrandcanalshoppes.com; Venetian;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-11pm Sun-Thu, 10am-midnight Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            Wandering, painted minstrels, jugglers and laughable living statues perform in Piazza San Marco, while gondolas float past in the canals and mezzo-sopranos serenade shoppers. In this airy Italianate mall adorned with frescoes, cobblestone walkways pass by Ann Taylor, BCBG, Burberry, Godiva, Sephora and 85 more luxury shops. Unusual specialty purveyors include Il Prato, with its Italian carnival masks, costumes and marionettes. For an early-bird workout while window shopping, the mall opens its doors to the public at 7am.
        


[image: image]Venetian glass shop, Grand Canal Shoppes
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        SHOPPES AT
            PALAZZO
                Shopping Mall
            
        
 
        
            
            Click here
            .
        

        
            [image: categoryactivitiesgif] 
            Spas & Activities

        CANYON RANCH SPACLUB
                Spa
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            877-220-2688; www.canyonranch.com; 4th fl, Grand Canal Shoppes, Venetian; massages $150-295;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            6am-8pm) 
            This modern, health-minded spa focuses on well-being. It offers more than 100 different therapies, activities and salon services, specializing in massage and couples' side-by-side therapies. Popular options include soaks in the Royal King’s Bath, a custom-made bronze tub. The spa café serves light cuisine and fresh fruit smoothies. To get here, take the private elevator inside the Grand Canal Shoppes next to the spa’s Living Essentials boutique.
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        E-reader devices vary in their ability to show our maps. To get the most out of the maps in this guide, use the zoom function on your device. Or, visit http://media.lonelyplanet.com/ebookmaps and grab a PDF download or print out all the maps in this guide.
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                Wynn & Encore
            

        

        
            Instead of an exploding volcano or an Eiffel Tower to lure people in, casino impresario Steve Wynn’s eponymous resort is all about exclusivity – step inside and scoff at the 
            hoi polloi flooding the Strip, secure in your lavish retreat. Wynn Las Vegas stands on the former site of the vintage Desert Inn, which was imploded in 2000 to make way for this curvaceous, copper-toned casino hotel. Elements of both of the casino mogul’s former projects peek through here. Wynn sports the decor of Bellagio, but with more vibrant colors and inlaid flower mosaics, and the lush greenery and waterfalls recall the Mirage. The slightly newer Encore feels like a slice of the French Riviera in Las Vegas. Filled with indoor flower gardens, a butterfly motif and a dramatically luxe casino with scarlet chandeliers, it’s an oasis of bright beauty.

        
    [image: image]Wynn hotel casino
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    Don't miss

                    Wynn & Encore’s Best
                

                
                    Steve Wynn’s signature (literally – his name is written in script across the top of the Wynn, punctuated by a period) casino hotel exudes secrecy: the entrance is obscured from the Strip by an artificial mountain of greenery. Inside, the resort comes alive with vibrant colors, inlaid flower mosaics, natural-light windows, lush foliage and waterfalls. The same penmanship labels the Encore next door, where jeweled peacocks grace the elegant Baccarat room and high rollers throw back martinis at the stunning casino bar.
                

            


            
            

                »
Offline map
                

                »
                    [image: iconphonegif]
                    702-770-7100, 877-321-9966
                

                »
                    www.wynnlasvegas.com

                »
                    3131 Las Vegas Blvd S
                

                »
                    [image: iconbusgif]
                    Deuce
                

            


            


            
            
             
            La Rêve – The Dream

        
            Created by ex–Cirque du Soleil director Franco Dragone, the dreamy, fanciful and occasionally nightmarish series of vignettes that make up 
                 
             Offline map (
            
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-770-9966; www.boxoffice.wynnlasvegas.com; Wynn Theater; tickets $105-155;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            7pm & 9:30pm Fri-Tue)
            cost Steve Wynn many millions. Underwater acrobatic feats by scuba-certified performers are the centerpiece of this intimate ‘Aqua-in-the-round’ theater, which holds a one-million-gallon swimming pool. Critics call it a less-inspiring version of Cirque’s 
                O
            
            , while devoted fans find the romantic underwater tango, thrilling high dives and visually spectacular adventures of the ‘dreamer’ to be superior. Beware: the cheapest seats are in the ‘splash zone.’
        



[image: image]Franco Dragone’s La Rêve - The Dream is performed at the Wynn Theater
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            Encore Beach Club
        

        
            Soaking up sunshine on a larger-than-life ‘lilypad,’ bobbing around the pool to DJ-spun tunes, playing high-stakes blackjack by the poolside, kicking back in a private bungalow with its own infinity hot tub: hanging out at Steve Wynn’s exclusive 
                Encore Beach Club
              Offline map (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-770-7300; www.encorebeachclub.com; cover $20-75;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            noon-7pm Fri, 11am-7pm Sat & Sun May-Sep) 
            you might feel like you’re starring in a rapper’s music video. The club features three tiered pools – with a central island platform for dancing in the middle of one pool – plus a gaming pavilion, posh cabanas with flat screen TVs, excellent resident DJs and rotating hip-hop acts such as Will.i.am. Log onto the website to request a spot on the guest list.

        
            Spas at Wynn & Encore
        

        
            The first (and still the only) spas in Las Vegas to score the coveted Forbes Five Star award, these extravagant venues are the best in Sin City for beautifying and, after a big night out, detoxifying. The newer 
                Encore Spa
              Offline map (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-770-4772; www.wynnlasvegas.com/activities/spas; treatments $150-330;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            6am-8pm)
            is particularly splurge-worthy: stroll down exotic, tranquil passageways 
            lined with flickering Middle Eastern lamps and golden Buddha statues, then sink into hot or cold plunge pools under glowing Swarovski crystal chandeliers or recline on a heated chaise lounge before trying the sandalwood stone ritual massage or the Moroccan mud wrap. Even if you don’t sign up for a treatment, you can use the gorgeous facilities for a $40 daily access fee.

        
            Parasol Up/Parasol Down
        

        
            Stepping into the whimsical jewel-hued 
                
                Parasol Up
             
              Offline map ( Wynn;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            Parasol Up 11am-4am Sun-Thu, 11am-5am Fri & Sat, Parasol Down 11am-2am)
            feels something like walking into a glamorous version of 
                Alice in Wonderland,
             
            complete with bright, almost psychedelic flowers and a trippy color palette. Cozy up on a plush ruby-red loveseat and gaze out at the glassy water of the Lake of Dreams. Down the fairy-tale-like curved escalator, smaller but equally vibrant Parasol Down is a convenient spot for a cucumber and ginger-infused martini while waiting for your dinner reservation.


            
                
                    Best Romantic Hideaways
                

                
                    Love is in the air – the scent of flowers is, too – at the dreamy Wynn and its sister resort, the Encore. At these charming dining and drinking spots, you might even forget you’re in Sin City. At intimate 
                        La Cave
                      
                    (Click here), with its archways and candlelight, you can pretend you’re having tapas and wine in Barcelona. 
                        Parasol Up/Parasol Down
                    
                    are memorable venues for a romantic rendezvous over artisan cocktails, while an outdoor patio table at 
                        Lakeside
                      
                    (Click here), overlooking the ethereal Lake of Dreams, would be a fine place to pop the question. Conveniently, quickie wedding chapels are onsite – don’t let the sophistication fool you, you’re still in Vegas.
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                GETTING THERE & AWAY
            

            »
                
                    Monorail
                 
                The closest monorail station is Harrah’s/Imperial Palace, on the other side of the Venetian It’s a 10- to 15-minute walk from Wynn.

            »
                
                    Bus
                 
                The Deuce bus line,
                with service to the entire Strip and downtown, stops outside the Wynn every 12 to 15 minutes.
            

            »
                
                    Taxi
                 
                If you’re heading downtown, expect to pay around $15 one way.

        

        
        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Sights

        WYNN & ENCORE CASINOS
                Casino
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr)
            Inside the Wynn’s elegant, sprawling casino is a popular poker room that’s attracting pros and naive punters around the clock; slot machines from a penny up to $5000 per pull; a cavernous race and sports book; and a spread of table games (mostly high-minimum), including poolside blackjack by the cabana bar. The Encore’s casino looks like a copy of the Wynn’s; more memorable casino tables await outside alongside the European-inspired swimming pool (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            [image: 21-wynn-encore-fp-dc-lav1]

            
        

        
            [image: categoryeatgif] 
            Eating

        
            Of their first-rate dining scene, the Wynn offers the following smug statement: ‘Saying you have award-winning chefs is one thing. Having them cook your dinner is another.’ They’re right – these eateries are less about name-dropping and more about innovative haute cuisine, including an impressive array of vegan and vegetarian options – and the prices match the quality. Put on your finest, and make reservations by logging onto www.wynnlasvegas.com/restaurants or calling [image: iconphonegif]
            888-320-7110.
        

        
                
                    Spend the Night
                

                
                    It’s no surprise Sin City’s most luxurious accommodations are at the 
                        Wynn
                    
                    and 
                        Encore
                     (r $179-239; ste $249-1100;
                    [image: iconinternetgif][image: iconwifigif][image: iconswimgif][image: iconfamilygif]
                    )
                    .
                    
                    Standard rooms come with the works: floor-to-ceiling windows, huge flat screen TVs on swivel stands, ‘Wynn Dream Beds’ with Egyptian cotton sheets, and gigantic bathrooms with deep soaking tubs and high-end bath products. In the Wynn’s 
                        Tower Suites
                    
                    , there’s exclusive VIP check-in and two-bedroom suites, while the Encore features rooms even more lavish and large than those at the original. Featuring a specialized ‘Pride Concierge,’ these are also the most gay-friendly accommodations in Vegas.
                

                
                    The $25 daily resort fee is one of the highest on the Strip. The fee covers in-room internet access and entry to the super-contemporary fitness center and swimming pools.
                

            






            
            WAZUZU 
                Pan-Asian 
            
                $$$
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (Encore; mains $21-35;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11:30am-10:30pm Sun-Thu, 11:30am-1am Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconveggif]
            )
            The flamboyant decor at this innovative Asian-fusion eatery includes blood red walls, giant golden pears and, for good measure, a 27ft crystal dragon. It’s not all show here, though: the Food Network featured Wazuzu’s drunken noodles on the show 
                The Best Thing I Ever Ate
            
            . Other appealing menu options range from Cantonese sea bass to miso-marinated black cod.
        

[image: image]Interior of the Wynn hotel bar
JERRY ALEXANDER ©


        LAKESIDE
                Seafood 
            
                $$$
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (Wynn; mains $34-130;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5:30-10:30pm Sun-Thu, 5:30-11pm Fri & Sat)
            It’s not beside just any old lake: this seafood eatery is perched on the banks of Wynn’s striking Lake of Dreams. Blissed out at a terrace table, dining on oysters on the half shell (full/half portion $38/19), lobster risotto ($38) and chipotle- 
            marinated swordfish ($34), you’ll feel like you’re in another world – not in Vegas, not in nature, but in some dreamlike, high-design fusion of the two. The prices are sky-high, so save it for a special occasion – it goes without saying that reservations are essential for these coveted outdoor seats.

        SWITCH STEAK
                Steakhouse 
            
                $$$
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (Encore; mains $36-48;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5:30-10:30pm Sun-Thu, 5:30-11pm Fri & Sat)
            Oh, how Vegas loves a gimmick! Here the atmosphere – and indeed the entire interior design – dramatically changes every 20 minutes: walls slide back to reveal paintings, chandeliers drop and even the ambient music changes pace. In comparison, the straight-up steakhouse menu can be a yawn, though everything from the surf-and-turf menu is certainly properly prepared. Reservations are recommended.
        

        TABLEAU
                Modern American 
            
                $$
            
        

        Offline map
        
             (Tower Suites, Wynn; mains $14-29;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            7am-2:30pm;
            [image: iconveggif]
            )
            This greenhouse-style bistro is outfitted with fresh and funky floral prints and clean white linens. The specialties at Tableau, located inside Wynn’s luxe Ivory Tower Suites, are breakfast and brunch; diners rave over the white chocolate and orange French toast, and the eggs Benedict with Pacific Dungeness crab.
        

        LA CAVE
                Spanish 
            
                $$
            
        
 Offline map
        
             (Wynn; shared plates $14-19;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            noon-11pm Mon-Thu, noon-midnight Fri & Sun)
            Flavorful tapas and Mediterranean-inspired plates, all meant for sharing, are the ticket at this self-proclaimed ‘food and wine hideaway.’ With romantic candlelight, Spanish-style archways and a pretty garden patio, it’s a secluded spot for a dinner date or a few glasses of 
                tempranillo
             
            with a cheese board.

        STRATTA
                Italian 
            
                $$$
            
        
Offline map
        
             (Wynn; mains $16-42;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            dinner 5:30-10pm, late-night menu 10:30pm-6am)
            If you’re not feeling flush enough for chef Alessandro Stratta’s high-end dining room, try his laidback trattoria instead, with tables near the casino floor. Wood-fired pizzas, meatball sandwiches and pasta puttanesca keep both the pre-theater and pre-clubbing crowds happy. Tiramisu, cannoli, 
                bombolini
            
            , and house-made sorbet and gelato tip the dessert scales.
        

        BARTOLOTTA
                Seafood 
            
                $$$
            
        
 Offline map
        
             (Wynn; mains $30-57;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5:30am-10pm)
            Even in Vegas it doesn’t get much posher than this: at Bartolotta, you can book a private cabana beside the Wynn’s striking Lake of Dreams and dine on fresh Mediterranean blue rock lobster under a fluttering white canopy. The upscale Italian-style seafood restaurant has a short, highly specialized menu – the whole fish served here are indigenous to Italy, and simply prepared; you’re paying for the atmosphere. A standout dish is the Abruzzi-style seafood stew laden with shrimp, scallops, scorpion fish and clams.
        

        ZOOZACRACKERS DELI
                Deli 
            
                $
            
        
 Offline map
        
             (Wynn; mains $7-15;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11:30am-10pm;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            The Wynn’s family-friendly New York–style deli offers a standard array of sandwiches, from Reubens to turkey burgers, plus Cobb salad and matzo ball soup. There are also signature dishes such as the over-the-top Zooza Benny ($12), a potato latke topped with poached eggs, corned beef, pastrami, Russian dressing and Swiss cheese.
        

        PIZZA PLACE
                Pizzeria 
            
                $
            
        
 Offline map
        
             (Wynn; snacks $5-12;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            9am-10pm Sun-Thu, 9am-11pm Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            At the Wynn even a pizza joint is fashionable – with high arching windows, a decorative ceiling and sleek furniture, the place looks more like a Parisian cafe than a pizzeria. House-made gelato, New York–style slices and subs are all on offer; try to score the outdoor seats by a waterfall.
        

        SINATRA
                Italian 
            
                $$$
            
        
 Offline map
        
             (Encore; mains $27-49;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5:30-10pm Sun-Thu, 5:30-10:30pm Fri & Sat)
            Ol’ Blue Eyes would’ve felt right at home in these posh casino surrounds, with gorgeous chandeliers, banquettes, classical statuary and garden views. The kitchen delivers a mix of heart-warming and sophisticated Italian-American classics, from lasagna Bolognese and octopus 
                affogato
            
            , to 
                osso bucco
             
            ‘My Way’ and good ol’ spaghetti and clams with red sauce.


[image: image]Wynn casino and resort
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            [image: categorydrinkgif] 
            Drinking & Nightlife

        PARASOL UP/
            PARASOL DOWN
                Cocktail Bar
            
        

        
            
            Click here
            .
        

        TRYST
                Nightclub
            
        
Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-770-3375; www.trystlasvegas.com; Wynn; cover $20-30;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10pm-4am Thu-Sat)
            The crowd skews toward a well-heeled thirty- and forty-something set at this opulent subterranean dance club, situated on a faux lagoon under a 90ft waterfall and offering over-the-top cocktails such as the 24k gold-sprinkled Ménage á Trois. On some nights, awkward men in suits outnumber the glam young things on the dance floor; it’s better to show up for a particular DJ or for Thursday’s industry night.
        

        XS
                Nightclub
            
        
 Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-770-0097; www.xslasvegas.com; Encore; cover $20-50;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10pm-4am Fri-Mon)
            XS may well be 
                the
            
            hottest nightclub in Vegas – for now. The extravagantly gold-drenched decor and over-the-top design were inspired by the human 
            form – an inspiration that’s less than subtle when you’re queuing for a cocktail at a bar towered over by ultra-curvaceous, larger-than-life golden statues of female torsos. Excellent resident DJs work the dance floor, where the flashing lights create a rave-like atmosphere, while high-rollers opt for bottle service at private poolside cabanas. The indoor-outdoor layout gives the whole place an airy, open feel that’s welcome at 3am after too many shots of tequila.

        LOBBY BAR & CAFÉ
                Lounge
            
        
 Offline map
        
             (Encore;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            6am-2am) 
            This romantically illuminated, rouge-colored lobby bar, located on the Encore’s ground level near the guest elevators, is an atmospheric spot round-the-clock, whether you’re stopping in for morning coffee or afternoon champagne. The house specialty drinks, such as Earl Grey–infused gin, will cost you; but the popular ‘Tapas Tree’ ($23) is fair value, allowing the choice of three mini items from the menu.

        EASTSIDE LOUNGE
                Piano Bar
            
        
 Offline map
        
             (Encore;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            6pm-4am Sun-Thu)
            From 9pm dueling pianos, cigars and classic cocktails make this lounge somewhat reminiscent of a gentlemen’s club. 
            Popular with a mature set.

        
            [image: categoryentertaingif] 
            Entertainment

        LA RÊVE –
            THE DREAM
                Performing Arts
            
        

        
             Click here.
        

        
            [image: categoryshopgif] 
            Shopping

        WYNN & ENCORE
            ESPLANADES
                Shopping Arcade
            
        
 Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-770-7000;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-11pm)
            Steve Wynn’s blockbuster resort has lured top-of-the-line retailers such as Chanel, Cartier, Dior, Oscar de la Renta, Jean-Paul Gaultier and Louis Vuitton. After you hit the jackpot, take a test drive at Wynn’s Ferarri/Maserati dealership.
        

        
            [image: categoryactivitiesgif] 
            Spas & Activities

        ENCORE BEACH CLUB
                Pool
            
        

        
            
            Click here
            .
        

        SPAS AT WYNN & ENCORE
                Spa
            
        

        
            
            Click here
            .
        

        WYNN GOLF COURSE
                Golf
            
        
 Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            888-320-9966; greens fee $500;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            tee times by appointment)
            The only 18-hole golf course on the Strip is located directly behind the resort. Considering it’s in the middle of the desert, the lush greenery and rushing waterfalls of the par-70 course are impressive to look at. Caddies, loaner clubs and beverage-stocked golf carts are all available for extra fees; use of the course is exclusive to hotel guests.
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                Treasure Island
            

        

        
            Free-flowing rum, piles of golden coins and lots o’ booty. Welcome to the Vegas version of Treasure Island, often referred to simply as ‘TI,’ where a 2003 style overhaul put the ‘sin’ back in casino, taking the resort from family-friendly to bawdy. Although traces of Treasure Island’s original swashbuckling skull-and-crossbones theme linger (if you look hard), the re-imagined TI, a classier, terra-cotta-hued resort aiming for an elegant Caribbean hideaway appeal, practically screams ‘leave the kids at home.’ Don’t let the pirate ship out front fool you into thinking you’re at Disneyland, either: the free pyrotechnics show that occurs onboard most nights features scantily clad babes – and positively drips with sexual innuendo. Inside, revamped eateries and bars are crowded with festive twenty- and thirty-somethings, while all ages line up to see one of the longest-running Cirque du Soleil shows on the Strip.
        

[image: image]The pirate ship at Treasure Island’s hotel casino
RICHARD CUMMINGS ©
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Don't Miss

                
                    Treasure Island’s Best
                

                
                    Anchors aweigh! Landlubbers approach the property via a wood-bottomed bridge with hemp rope-supported sides that spans artificial 
                        Sirens’ Cove
                    
                    , set beside a vague replica of an 18th-century sea village. The spicy Sirens of TI
                    (admission free;
                    [image: iconhoursgif]
                    usually 5:30pm, 7pm, 8:30pm & 10pm)
                    engage in a hilarious mock sea battle of the sexes that pits sultry femme-fatale pirates dressed like lingerie models against manly renegade freebooters. The show’s ships – a Spanish privateer vessel and a British frigate – face off several times nightly, weather permitting. Much of the sexual humor goes right over kids’ heads, but the Playboy-style getups are clearly geared towards an adult audience (imagine 
                        Pirates of the Caribbean
                     
                    meets a Victoria’s Secret fashion show).

                
                    Entertainment-wise, the true highlight here is Cirque du Soleil’s classic production Mystére 
                        
                     
                    (Click here
                    ), an oddball celebration of life that begins with a pair of babies making their way in a world filled with off-the-wall creatures. A misguided clown’s humorous antics are interspersed with the agile feats of acrobats, aerialists and dancers.
                

                
                    The 
                        pool complex
                     
                    has VIP cabanas, a huge party-friendly hot tub that can fit up to 25 people and a DJ spinning a bumpin’ soundtrack on hot summer weekends.

                
                    There’s no excuse for dying of hunger or thirst on this island, with late-night eats at 
                        Canter’s Deli
                      
                    (Click here
                    ), an LA import serving up huge sandwiches, and drinks courtesy of the tequila goddesses at 
                        Isla Mexican Kitchen & Tequila Bar
                     
                    (Click here
                    ) and island-themed 
                        Kahunaville
                      
                    (Click here
                    ).
                

                
                    NEED TO KNOW
                

Offline map
                
                     [image: iconphonegif]
                    702-894-7111; www.treasureisland.com; 3300 Las Vegas Blvd S;
                    [image: iconhoursgif]
                    24hr; [image: iconbusgif]
                    Deuce
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                GETTING THERE & AWAY
            

            »
                
                    Tram
                 
                A free tram glides over to the Mirage every five to 15 minutes from 7am to 2am.

            »
                
                    Monorail
                 
                Cross Las Vegas Blvd to board the monorail at Harrah’s/Imperial Palace station, a 10-minute walk.

            »
                
                    Bus
                 
                The Deuce bus line,
                with service to the entire Strip and downtown Las Vegas, stops outside Treasure Island every 12 to 15 minutes.
            

            »
                
                    Taxi
                 
                A taxi is your best bet if you’re heading downtown. Expect to pay around $15 one way.

        

        
        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Sights

        TREASURE ISLAND CASINO
                Casino
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            
            (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr)
            This large, busy casino is less wholesome than it once was – one-armed Playboy bandits await where playful pirates, plastic doubloons and chests full ‘o’ booty once reigned. Slot machines and gaming tables are tightly grouped, but no one seems to mind – the place is relentlessly packed.
        

        
                [image: 22-treasure-island-fp-dc-lav1]

                
            

        
            [image: categoryeatgif] 
            Eating

        
            Treasure Island is short on fine dining establishments but features a handful of casual but stylish restaurants, most open late to accommodate the party-hearty crowd. For reservations visit www.treasureisland.com/restaurants or call [image: iconphonegif]
            866-286-3809.
        


            
            ISLA MEXICAN
            KITCHEN &
            TEQUILA BAR 
                Mexican 
            
                $$
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            
            (mains $15-25;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            restaurant 4-10pm, lounge 1pm-2am Mon-Thu, 11am-2am Fri-Sun)
            Bold artworks enliven the walls of Mexican-born chef Richard Sandoval’s creation, featuring a fusion of south-of-the-border tastes. Expect guacamole tantalizingly tweaked with citrus and mint, or lobster spiked with Serrano chilies and passion fruit. Call on Isla’s tequila goddess to help decipher the bounteous menu of agave elixirs. 
                Hora feliz
             
            (happy hour) runs everyday from 4pm to 7pm.

[image: image]Isla Mexican Kitchen & Tequila Bar
JERRY ALEXANDER ©


        CANTER’S DELI
                Deli 
            
                $$
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            
            (www.cantersdeli.com; mains $10-16;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-midnight;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            What did Canter’s bring over the state line from its landmark LA delicatessen? You guessed it: the infamously gruff service. Shoving aside all considerations of politeness, steal one of the seats at the stainless-steel counter or slide into a super-mod booth for authentic deli fare that’s as good as it gets, at least around these parts.
        

[image: image]Canter’s Deli
JERRY ALEXANDER ©


        THE COFFEE SHOP &
            PHO VIETNAMESE
                Vietnamese 
            
                $$
            
        

Offline map
        
            (mains $12-17;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            Coffee Shop 24hr, Pho Vietnamese 11am-11:30pm Sun-Thu, 11am-2:30am Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            Here’s two food groups that don’t usually go together. The former, the Coffee Shop, does comfort food by the poolside; close to the casino’s edge, in the same space, Pho Vietnamese offers authentic southeast Asian dishes from crab-stuffed spring rolls to charbroiled pork chops, and, of course, 
                pho
             
            noodle soup.

        SEÑOR
            FROG’S
                Mexican/American 
            
                $$
            
        

Offline map
        
            (www.senorfrogs.com; mains $12-20;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-10pm, bar to 4am)
            It’s a far cry from authentic Mexican – any place that promotes both burgers 
                and
             
            fajitas probably isn’t overly concerned with using the correct chili peppers – but this rollicking bar and grill, where the motto is ‘if we’re open, it’s happy hour’, is good TI-style fun. The party continues after the kitchen closes with contests, live music and, naturally, busty party girls pouring shots into the mouths of frat boys.

        
            
                Spend the Night
            

            
                Though the public spaces at 
                    
                    Treasure Island
                 
                 (r $67-150, ste $127-329;
                [image: iconinternetgif][image: iconwifigif][image: iconswimgif]
                )
                aren’t anything special, its earth-toned hotel rooms are good value for this central location on the Strip. Floor-to-ceiling windows make smaller-than-average rooms seem bigger than they are, but watch out for those balconies – they’re just props. Contemporary design, flat screen TVs and divine pillowtop beds add appeal. Just make sure you’re not in a room facing the Strip unless you want to hear the pyrotechnics of the 
                    Sirens of TI
                 
                show several times a night.

            
                The $25 resort fee includes entry into the fitness center and pool, plus in-room internet access and coupons for two-for-one cocktails and buffets.
            

        


        
            [image: categorydrinkgif] 
            Drinking & Nightlife

        KAHUNAVILLE
                Bar
            
        

Offline map
        
            (www.kahunaville.com;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-2am Sun-Thu, 11am-3am Fri & Sat)
            The scantily clad girls positioned outside, handing out tickets for free shots, are your first clue: it’s always a rowdy party inside Kahuna- 
            ville. Sip a mai tai under a fake palm tree and watch the flair bartenders work the crowd while you soak up the beachy atmosphere, especially when the poolside patio is open in summer.

        GILLEY’S SALOON
                Bar
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            (www.gilleyslasvegas.com;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-2am Sun-Thu, 11am-4am Fri & Sat)
            Yee-haw! Bring on the line-dancing cowboys and bikini-clad, mechanical-bull-riding 
            cowgirls at this country and western theme bar, dance hall and Southern barbecue joint featuring live bands and DJs. They bill themselves as ‘the only real honky-tonk saloon on the Strip.’

        
            [image: categoryentertaingif] 
            Entertainment

        
            Crowds form nightly for the campy, sexed-up, free show 
                Sirens of TI 
            (
            Click here
            ).
        

        MYSTÈRE
                Performance Arts
            
        

Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            894-7722, 800-392-1999; www.cirquedusoleil.com; tickets $69-119;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            7pm & 9:30pm Sat-Wed;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            What Dalí did for painting, this Cirque du Soleil production aims to do for the stage. It’s the cheapest Cirque ticket in town; though it doesn’t have the wow factor of the aquatic 
                O
             
            (Click here
            ) or the style of 
                LOVE
             
            (Click here
            ), 
                Mystère
             
            is a crowd-pleasing Cirque classic that’s been running for decades.

[image: image]Cirque du Soleil’s production of Mystére
JERRY ALEXANDER ©


        TREASURE ISLAND
            THEATER
                Comedy
            
        

Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-894-7111; tickets $39-99) 
            Comedians such as Whoopi Goldberg and Bill Cosby take on limited engagements at the Treasure Island Theater. See www.treasureisland.com/shows for an updated lineup.

        
            [image: categoryshopgif] 
            Shopping

        
            A collection of small shops and boutiques are scattered throughout the resort. Also note that Treasure Island is connected to the Fashion Show mall (
            Click here
            ) by a pedestrian bridge.
        

        SIRENS’ COVE SHOPPE
                Souvenirs
            
        

Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-11pm)
            One shop to seek out is the Sirens’ Cove Shoppe, specializing in pirate gear and sexy siren accoutrements.
        

        
            [image: categoryactivitiesgif] 
            Spas & Activities

        OLEKSANDRA SPA
                Spa
            
        

Offline map
        
            
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-894-7474; day pass $27, facials & massages $75-250;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            8:30am-7pm, fitness center 6am-7pm)
            The sophisticated ‘O Spa’ offers an extensive but standard menu of treatments. Hotel guests can access the fitness center for ‘free’ (it’s included in the $25 resort fee).
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                Downtown & Fremont St
            

        

        
            When the Strip feels lonely, you can always go downtown. The city’s original quarter has long been preferred by serious gamblers who feel that faux volcanoes are beneath them. The smoky, low-ceilinged casinos have hardly changed over the years – but a ‘downtown renaissance’ kicked off by ex-mayor Oscar B Goodman is certainly shifting the landscape. Recent additions to the burgeoning neighborhood include the new Mob Museum, the sustainably built Smith Center for the Performing Arts, and a range of ethnic eateries, bistros and craft cocktail bars. Of course, there’s no shame in coming down for the Fremont Street Experience, a vibrant, open-air pedestrian mall with nightly light shows that converted downtown Las Vegas from an eyesore into a tourist attraction in the ’90s. After all, if you don’t experience downtown for yourself, you can’t claim to know what Old Vegas is really all about: diehard gambling, cheap booze and lotsa free entertainment.
        

        
    [image: image]Fremont Street Experience (Click here)
GAVIN HELLIER/JAI/CORBIS ©
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                Downtown & Fremont St 
                Highlights
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            Mob Museum (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Las Vegas’ old federal courthouse – site of one of the largest mob hearings in American history – was repurposed to house this cutting-edge collection of mob-related memorabilia, FBI tools, fascinating historic exhibits and multimedia displays that trace the development of organized crime in early America. Opened in 2012, the Mob Museum is the first to explore the topic on such a large scale.
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            Neon Museum (Click here)
        

        
            The Neon Museum’s vintage neon signs, dating from the 1930s onward, are some of the only remaining artifacts of the original Sin City. The museum salvaged the old-school Vegas icons from demolished or abandoned casinos, hotels, bars and wedding chapels around town; find them ablaze at night on Fremont St or out of service in the museum’s ‘boneyard.’
        


        
        
[image: image]The ‘boneyard’ at the Neon Museum
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            Golden Nugget (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            When it opened its doors in 1946, this glittering downtown casino was the largest on the planet. Unlike many of its neighbors, the Nugget is keeping up with the times, thanks to a style overhaul by Vegas big-shot Steve Wynn. Star attractions include the Hand of Faith (the world’s largest golden nugget) and a 200,000- 
            gallon shark tank surrounded by an outdoor swimming pool.
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            Arts Factory (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            On the tattered fringes of downtown, hidden among the antiques shops and vintage-clothing stores, is the city’s emerging arts district. Drive by on a weekday and you might not notice the pivotal Arts Factory (
            Click here
            ), but on the First Friday of each month, these rundown streets take on a carnival atmosphere as local art lovers, hipsters, indie musicians and hangers-on turn it into one giant block party. 
[image: image]CHRIS FARINA/SYGMA/CORBIS ©
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            Smith Center for the 
            Performing Arts (Click here
            )
        

        
            Vegas entertainment still centers on the Strip, but the stunning new Smith Center is giving the casino hotels a run for their money. Carole King, Yo-Yo Ma, Savion Glover, Willie Nelson, David Sedaris and dancers from the American Ballet Theatre are just a few of the headliners who took to the stage in the first official season at this ultra-sleek, sustainably built performing arts center.
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                Downtown Walk
            

            
                Behold the ongoing revival of downtown by taking a stroll through Fremont St, stopping off in old-time casinos, a world-class museum and hipster dive bars. Start walking around sunset as all the neon signs begin to glow.
            

        


            [image: 23-dtwn-fremont-wt-dc-lav1]

        

        
            
                WALK FACTS
            

            
                
                    START
                 
                MOB MUSEUM

            
                
                    FINISH
                 
                FREMONT EAST

            
                
                    DISTANCE
                 
                ¾ MILE

            
                
                    DURATION
                 
                ONE TO TWO HOURS

        

        
        [image: bullet-1] Mob Museum

        
            Pop into this excellent new 
                museum
             
            (Click here
            ) for an overview of organized crime in America from the turn of the 20th century to present. If the prohibition theme has you thirsty already, down a cocktail at 
                Mob Bar 
            (
            Click here
            ), a half-block from the museum entrance.
        

        [image: bullet-2] Main Street Station

        
            Head west on Stewart Ave to elegant 
                Main Street Station
             
            (Click here
            ) for a self-guided tour of the eclectic antiques collection and a quick sample of the house microbrew at 
                Triple 7
             
            (Click here
            ). Continue south on Main St past the private rail car once used by Western showman Buffalo Bill Cody.
        

        [image: bullet-3] Plaza

        
            Step into the revamped 
                Plaza Hotel & Casino
             
            (Click here
            ), an Amtrak train station until 1997, and imagine what pioneer life was like when the Union Pacific Railroad auctioned off dusty lots here in 1905, shortly after which the city of Las Vegas was founded. It’s now the home of 
                Oscar’s
             
            (Click here
            ), the steakhouse and martini lounge dreamt up by the former mayor of Las Vegas.
        

        [image: bullet-4] Fremont Street Experience

        
            Walk east through the heart of Glitter Gulch, where Vegas’ original Strip has been refashioned into the 
                Fremont Street Experience
             
            (Click here
            ) and adventure-seekers soar overhead on the 
                Flightlinez Fremont zipline
            
            . On your left is the 
                Girls of Glitter Gulch 
            strip club, atop which the modern-day neon icon 
                Vegas Vickie
            
            (aka Sassy Sally) kicks up her heels. Her pal, the 1950s-era neon cowboy sign 
                Vegas Vic
            
            , stands tall on the opposite side of Fremont St, at the corner of 1st St.
        

        [image: bullet-5] Binion’s

        
            Step inside historic 
                Binion’s
             
            (Click here
            ) to check out the action in the high-stakes poker room at the back and watch real-life cowboys try their luck at blackjack.
        

        [image: bullet-6] Golden Nugget

        
            Cross over Fremont St once more and walk into the heart of the classy 
                Golden Nugget
             
            (Click here
            ) to ogle the gigantic Hand of Faith. Step outside onto the pool terrace to see the 200,000-gallon shark tank – make sure to walk around the back side of the tank for the best views.
        

        [image: bullet-7] Neon Museum

        
            Continue down Fremont St to admire the alfresco assemblage of vintage signs of the 
                Neon Museum
             
            (Click here
            ) including Aladdin’s Lamp from the now-demolished Aladdin Hotel on the Strip. Guide yourself towards the glowing neon sign in the shape of a martini glass standing at the center of Fremont East.
        

        [image: bullet-8] Fremont East

        
            End your downtown tour with a drink or two in the cool nightlife enclave of Fremont East, home to famous dive bars such as 
                Beauty Bar
             
            (Click here
            ) and the
             
                Griffin 
            (Click here
            ) and hipster coffeeshops such as the
            
                Beat 
            (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
    
            [image: image]
                The Best…
            

            
                PLACES TO EAT
            

            
                
                    Le Thai
                 
                Features authentic, affordable and vegan-friendly Thai dishes. (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Triple George Grill
                 
                Classy steaks and seafood, plus lunchtime bargains. (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Triple 7 
                Serves cheap gourmet pub food and delicious house microbrews. (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                PLACES TO DRINK
            

            
                
                    Downtown Cocktail Room
                 
                Sample serious mixology at this prohibition-style cocktail lounge. (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Beauty Bar
                 
                This recycled beauty shop is a tongue-in-cheek music venue and bar. (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Griffin 
                A hipster dive bar known for its cozy fireplaces and cheap drinks. (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Oscar’s 
                Try an old-school martini at the ex-mayor’s new watering hole. (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                PLACES FOR A THRILL
            

            
                
                    Tank 
                Careen through a shark tank via waterslide at the Golden Nugget’s swimming pool. (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Flightlinez Fremont
                 
                Soar above the neon lights of Fremont St on this zipline. (Click here
                )
            

            
                
                    Williams Costume Company
                 
                Outfit yourself in showgirl feathers for a night to remember. (Click here
                )
            


[image: image]Triple George Grill (Click here)
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            Don't miss

                Fremont St
            

            
                The beating heart of Las Vegas’ lively downtown is Fremont St, a casino-lined thoroughfare that was once glamorous, and later run-down, until city planners transformed it into a pedestrian mall. Despite its seedy past and limited geographical scope – the mall only runs for a few blocks – Fremont St represents three diverse sides of downtown: the Fremont Street Experience brings in mainstream travelers for neon light shows and zipline adventures, the nearby Mob Museum draws in history buffs, and the vintage dive bars of Fremont East bring out hipsters for live music and free-flowing cocktails.
            

        

        
            »
Offline map
                
            

            »
                Admission free
            

            »
                [image: iconbusgif]
                Deuce
            

        




        
            Fremont Street 
            Experience & Flightlinez

        
            No, you’re not reeling from too much tequila – those are humans high above Fremont St. The 
                Flightlinez Fremont zipline
            Offline map Google map (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-410-7999; www.flightlinezfremont.com; 425 Fremont St; tickets before/after 6pm $15/20;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            noon-midnight Sun-Thu, noon-2am Fri & Sat)
            sends riders on an exhilarating journey above the pedestrian thoroughfare and the blazing neon lights of the 
                Fremont Street Experience
            Offline map Google map (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-678-5777; www.vegasexperience.com;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            shows hourly dusk- midnight)
            .
            
            The five-block pedestrian mall, topped by an arched 1400ft-long steel canopy studded with lights, features a six-minute sound and light show several times nightly. The spectacle is enhanced by 550,000 watts of 
            concert-hall-worthy sound and a larger-than-life Viva Vision screen, featuring 12.5 million synchronized LEDs.

        
            Neon Museum
        

        
            This nonprofit project is doing what almost no one else does: saving Las Vegas’ history. The outdoor gallery of the 
                Neon Museum
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-387-6366; www.neonmuseum.org; cnr Las Vegas Blvd & Fremont St; admission free;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce)
            features nine signs salvaged from across Sin City, including Aladdin’s Lamp, oversized neon martini glasses and stiletto heels. A larger collection of non-electrified signs can be found in the museum’s two-acre 
                boneyard
             (cnr Encanto Blvd & E McWilliams Ave; tour $15;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            tours noon & 2pm;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            113)
            . Reservations for the tour are essential.
        

        
            Fremont East
        

        
            Just across Las Vegas Blvd from the Fremont Street Experience is Fremont East, a ministrip of hip nightlife. Illuminated by the glow of vintage neon signs at night, bohemian bars such as 
                Beauty Bar 
            and the 
                Griffin
            
            lure artists and beatniks with cheap cocktails, retro-cool interiors, live music and art-oriented events during 
                First Friday
             
            (Click here
            ).
        

        [image: local-know]

            
                Don’t Miss List
            

            
                BY JONATHAN ULLMAN, EXECUTIVE
 DIRECTOR OF THE MOB MUSEUM
            

            
                1 FREMONT EAST
            

            
                It’s an organic and exciting time downtown. There’s a revitalization – even a renaissance – going on here, from bars and restaurants to the development of the Neon Museum. The Downtown Cocktail Room (
                Click here
                ) is one of the coolest lounges ever. Don’t Tell Mama (
                Click here
                ), a karaoke bar with live piano playing, is so much fun. I’d also recommend Le Thai (
                Click here
                ), a phenomenal new Thai restaurant.
            

            
                2 FREMONT ST & STEWART AVE
            

            
                For years, people have been coming out to the see the light show or ride the zipline at the wonderful Fremont Street Experience. Since the Mob Museum opened, we’re seeing more pedestrian traffic along Stewart Ave, as well. Walking from Fremont St to the Mob Museum you’ll see some of Neon Museum’s vintage neon signs. Along this stretch, I particularly like Triple George Grill (
                Click here
                ) – it’s a great steak and seafood place.
            

            
                3 OLD FEDERAL COURTHOUSE
            

            
                Dating from 1933, the former post office and federal courthouse is one of the only surviving examples of Depression-era neoclassical architecture in Las Vegas. It’s also the only building in the city that’s considered historically significant on a national level – it was the site of one of the largest mob hearings in US history, one of the Keafauver Committee investigations that took place from 1950–51. Today the building is the home of the new Mob Museum.
            

            
                4 MOB MUSEUM
            

            
                The theme sounds sexy and very ‘Vegas’, but this world-class museum puts into context the social conditions that allowed organized crime to develop in early America. Highlights include iconic artifacts such as the warehouse wall from the St Valentine’s massacre in Chicago, filmed interviews with former mobsters and interactive exhibits where visitors can use authentic FBI surveillance tools and listen to real wire taps.
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                Discover 
                Downtown & Fremont St

        

            [image: image]
                GETTING THERE & AWAY
            

            »
                
                    Bus
                 
                The Deuce and SDX bus lines, with service to the Strip, stop at the eastern entrance of the Fremont Street Experience (near the Fremont East nightlife area) about every 10 minutes.

            »
                
                    Taxi
                 
                Expect to pay around $15 to $20 one way to most resorts on the Strip.

        

        
        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Sights

        
            From a visitor’s perspective, the five-block Fremont Street Experience is the focal point of downtown.
        

        FREMONT STREET
            EXPERIENCE
                Street
            
        

        
            
            Click here
            .
        




        MOB MUSEUM
                Museum
            
        


Offline map Google map

             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-229-2734; www.themobmuseum.org; 300 Stewart Ave; adult/child & student $18/12;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-7pm Mon-Thu, 10am-8pm Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce, 113)
            Opened to great fanfare on February 14 2012 – the 83rd anniversary of the notorious St Valentine’s Day Massacre – the Mob
             
            Museum is the glittering centerpiece of downtown’s cultural renaissance. It’s hard to say what’s more impressive: the museum’s physical location in a historic federal courthouse where mobsters sat for hearings with the US Senate in 1950–51, the fact that the board of directors is headed up by a former FBI Special Agent, or the thoughtfully curated exhibits telling the story of organized crime in America. In addition to hands-on FBI equipment and mob-related artifacts, the museum boasts a series of multimedia exhibits featuring interviews with real-life Tony Sopranos.
            
            
        

        
                [image: 23-dtwn-fremont-dc-lav1]

                
            

  
    Downtown & Fremont St

    
      [image: image]Top Sights

      
        Fremont Street Experience
        D2
      

      Golden NuggetD2

      
        Mob Museum
        E1
      

      
        Neon Museum
        E2
      

    

    
      [image: image]Sights

      
        1
        Arts Factory
        B5
      

      
        2
        Binion's
        D2
      

      
        3
        Brett Wesley Gallery
        B5
      

      
        4
        Burlesque Hall of Fame
        E2
      

      
        5
        California
        D1
      

      
        6
        El Cortez
        F2
      

      
        7
        Fremont
        D2
      

      
        8
        Golden Gate
        D2
      

      
        9
        Lied Discovery Children's Museum
        B3
      

      
        10
        Main Street Station
        D1
      

      
        11
        Plaza
        D2
      

    

    
      [image: image]Eating

      Bar + Bistro(see 1)

      
        
        Beat
        (see 4)
      

      
        
        Chart House
        (see 24)
      

      
        
        Grotto
        (see 24)
      

      
        12
        Le Thai
        E3
      

      
        13
        Mob Bar
        E2
      

      
        
        Second Street Grill
        (see 7)
      

      
        
        Triple 7
        (see 10)
      

      
        14
        Triple George Grill
        E2
      

    

    
      [image: image]Drinking & Nightlife

      
        15
        Beauty Bar
        E2
      

      
        16
        Downtown Cocktail Room
        E3
      

      
        17
        Griffin
        E2
      

      
        
        Oscar's
        (see 11)
      

    

    
      [image: image]Entertainment

      
        
        Don't Tell Mama
        (see 15)
      

      
        
        Get Back Alley
        (see 15)
      

      18Smith Center for the Performing ArtsC2

    

    
      [image: image]Shopping

      
        19
        Gamblers General Store
        C4
      

      
        20
        Las Vegas Premium Outlets
        A4
      

      
        21
        Rainbow Feather Dyeing Co
        B5
      

    

    
      [image: image]Sports & Activities

      
        22
        Flightlinez Fremont Zipline
        E2
      

    

    
      [image: image]Sleeping

      California Hotel(see 5)

      23El Cortez Cabana SuitesF2

      24Golden NuggetD2

      
        Main Street Station(see 10)
      

    

  



        
        NEON MUSEUM
                Museum
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
            
            Click here
            .
        

        MAIN STREET
            STATION
                Notable Building
            
        
 Offline map Google map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-387-1896; www.mainstreetcasino.com; 200 N Main St;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            108, Deuce)
            This filigreed casino hotel re-
            creates Victorian opulence with its unique design, detailed craftsmanship and extensive antiques collection. Pick up a brochure at the hotel’s front desk and take a self-guided tour of the 
                objets d’histoires:
             
            highlights include exquisite bronze chandeliers (originally installed in the 1890s Coca-Cola Building in Austin, Texas), a graffiti-covered chunk of the Berlin Wall (now supporting a urinal in the men’s restroom), a carved oak fireplace and wine cabinets taken from a Scottish castle (inside the Pullman Grille) and an art-nouveau chandelier from Paris’ Figaro Opera House. Outside stands the private rail car once used by Buffalo Bill Cody.

        
            
                First Friday
            

            
                On the first Friday evening of each month, downtown Las Vegas comes to life as the community’s art lovers, hipsters, foodies and musicians come out to play in the Arts District and Fremont East. 
                    
                    First Friday
                
                 (www.firstfridaylasvegas.com) 
                is like a giant bohemian block party, featuring art gallery openings, live music, performance art and ‘live paintings,’ children’s activities, petting zoos, ecofriendly installations, bike tours, artisan stands, food trucks and cash-only vendors selling everything from snow cones and mini donuts to gyros and fried pickles.

            
                The heart of the art-oriented festival is on Casino Center Blvd between Colorado and California Sts. Start out with the happening galleries at the 
                    Arts Factory
                 
                (Click here
                ). Have a drink at 
                    Bar + Bistro
                 
                (Click here
                ), then stroll past art spaces specializing in pin-up portraits, glasswork, edgy photography and metal sculpture. Check out the intriguing modern exhibits at the lovely 
                    Brett Wesley Gallery
                Offline map Google map (www.brettwesleygallery.com; 1112 S Casino Center Blvd)
                . Then head up to Fremont East to catch some music at 
                    Get Back Alley
                Offline map Google map
                , the alleyway just behind the Beauty Bar. Cross the street for a craft beer at the 
                    Beat
                
                (Click here
                ), then wander through the Emergency Arts collective.
            

            
                First Friday hours vary; at the time of writing, the monthly festival ran from 6pm to midnight. When the galleries close, the after-parties start, often featuring local bands. 
                    Common Ground
                 (www.facebook.com/commongroundlv)
                , proponent of the ‘Waste your life, be an artist’ reverse propaganda campaign and exhibition space for up-and-coming artists, often sponsors after-parties at downtown bars on 
                First Friday.

        


        BINION’S
                Casino
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-382-1600; www.binions.com; 128 E Fremont St;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce)
            Binion’s gambling hall and hotel was opened in 1951 by notorious Texan gambler Benny Binion, who wore gold coins for buttons on his cowboy shirts and oversaw the transformation of Fremont St casino hotels from sawdust gambling halls to classy carpet joints. He was among the first to offer free drinks for slot-machine players and airport limo rides for high rollers. Today, what appeals most about this bedraggled downtown property is its genuine country and western flavor: you can ride a mechanical bull in the lounge
             
            and watch cowboys dressed up in their finest duds win big at the poker tables.
        

        CALIFORNIA
                Casino
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-385-1222; www.thecal.com; 12 E Ogden Ave;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce)
            At the Cal, ‘the hotel with aloha spirit’ built in 1975, the dealers wear Hawaiian shirts – and more than 80% of the Cal’s guests hail from the Pacific island chain. The Cal’s casino, though small by Strip standards, offers all the usual table games and has more than 1000 busy slots and video poker machines.
        

        EL CORTEZ
                Casino
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-385-5200; www.elcortezhotelcasino.com; 600 E Fremont St;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce, 107)
            Head to the deliciously retro El Cortez, Vegas’ oldest continuously operating casino. Going strong since 1941, it’s one of the only joints in town where the slots are the real thing. If you hit the jackpot, you’ll enjoy the clatter of actual coins – none of that newfangled paper ticket nonsense.
        

        FREMONT
                Casino
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-385-3232; www.fremontcasino.com; 200 E Fremont St;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce)
            The Fremont casino hotel has been packing ’em in since 1956, when it opened as downtown’s first high-rise and the tallest building in Nevada. Separating it from the motley pack was wall-to-wall carpeting –
            almost all of the other nearby casinos still had sawdust floors then. It was here that legendary lounge singer Wayne Newton (aka Mr Las Vegas) launched his career. Despite these firsts, the Fremont has since slipped into mediocrity. With its weak tropical motif, the 32,000-sq-ft casino is nothing special, except for its purple felt tables and location in the middle of the Fremont Street Experience, which has made it a favorite with many gamblers, not to mention film buffs for its covert role in the movie 
                Swingers
            
            . Like its sister casino hotel, the Cal, it welcomes planeloads of travelers from Hawaii.
        



        GOLDEN GATE
                Casino
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-385-1906; www.goldengatecasino.com; 1 E Fremont St;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce, 108)
            A gambling hall and hotel have stood on the corner of Fremont and Main Sts since 1906, just one year after the whistlestop railway town of Las Vegas began. But it didn’t turn into the Golden Gate casino hotel until 1955, when a troupe of Italian-Americans from San Francisco decamped and stayed on for four decades to manage what was at one time known as the ‘Sal Sagev’ (the city’s name spelled backward).
        

        
            The Golden Gate’s hypnotic sign is almost as irresistible as its famous shrimp cocktails – famously just 99 cents, they now cost $2.99 plus tax. You can get one in the deli, which has sold millions of parfait glasses full of the cheapskates’ crustacean delight. Other than that, there’s nothing much to draw you into this bowdlerized City by the Bay other than its snug casino, with lively craps tables and double-deck blackjack being dealt to the herky-jerky sounds of old-fashioned piano music. Keep an eye out for antique one-armed bandits by the hotel’s registration desk.
        


[image: image]Golden Gate casino hotel
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        LIED DISCOVERY CHILDREN’S
            MUSEUM
                Museum
            
        
 Offline map Google map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-382-5437; www.ldcm.org; Symphony Park, W Bonneville Ave & S Grand Central Pkwy;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            The kid-oriented Lied Discovery Children’s Museum has undergone a major overhaul and reopened in a state-of-the-art building in Symphony Park, right next to the brand new Smith Center. Though doors weren’t open at the time of writing, the space is twice the size of the original museum. Highlights include ‘the Summit’, an interactive exhibit and recreational space for parents and children, plus themed halls including Water World, Toddler Town, Fantasy Festival and Young at Art. Check the website for updates on opening dates, prices and hours.
        

        ARTS FACTORY
                Arts Centre
            
        
 Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-383-3133; www.theartsfactory.com; 107 E Charleston Blvd;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            9am-6pm, 9am-10pm on 1st Friday of the month;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            ACE Gold)
            Las Vegas’ fractured art scene received an enormous boost in 1997 when commercial photographer Wes Isbutt accidentally created the Arts Factory complex while looking for a place to set up shop. Although he hadn’t aimed to establish an arts colony in Vegas, that’s what he ended up doing; today, the Arts Factory is the lynchpin of the First Friday event, with as many as 10,000 visitors stepping into the collective to see exhibits on the first Friday evening of each month. The new Bar + Bistro eatery (
            Click here
            ) adds extra appeal to this slight detour off Fremont St.
        

        PLAZA
                Casino
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-386-2110; www.plazahotelcasino.com; 1 Main St;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce, 108)
            Built on the site of a Union Pacific Railroad Depot, a fashionable stop on the first train service through Las Vegas, the Plaza opened in 1971. For years it was a gaudy, somewhat cheap-looking hotel attracting mostly package tourists and blue-haired ladies – then it underwent much-needed renovations in 2011. Additions include 1000 new rooms, nearly a dozen new bars and restaurants, and a brand new casino. Though the Plaza has an undoubtedly fresher, more contemporary appearance, the place is far from pretentious – it still packs in the loyal gamblers with its rowdy $5 blackjack tables with friendly cocktail waitresses who call you ‘hun’.
        

        BURLESQUE HALL
            OF FAME
                Museum
            
        
 Offline map Google map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            888-661-6465; www.burlesquehall.com; 520 Fremont St;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            noon-5pm Wed-Sun, noon-10pm first Fri & Sat of each month; suggested donation $5;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce)
            Set amid the funky artist workshops, gallery spaces and yoga studios of Emergency Arts – a creative collective adjacent to the Beat coffeehouse – this mini-museum pays homage to the history of vintage burlesque in the United States. In addition to showcasing the fab sequined outfits and accoutrements of some of the genre’s sultriest stars, the space hosts live burlesque performances. Check the website for upcoming events.
        

        
            [image: categoryeatgif] 
            Eating

        
            On first glance, you might think that takeaway hot dogs, greasy steak platters and yard-long margaritas are the extent of your dining options along Fremont
            St. But downtown’s food scene is 
            developing at an exciting clip: in addition to a few worthy restaurants inside the old-fashioned casinos, you’ll find cool ethnic eateries, a cheap and cheerful microbrewery, a sustainable bistro, even a mob-themed bar serving updated takes on Italian classics. If you’re around on a Friday morning between 9am and 1pm, look for the small but vibrant farmers market, at the downtown transportation center near the Mob Museum.

        LE THAI
                Thai 
            
                $
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-778-0888; www.lethaivegas.com; 523 Fremont St; mains $7-12;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11:30am-midnight Mon-Thu, 11:30am-2am Fri, 12:30pm-2am Sat;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce;
            [image: iconveggif]
            )
            This hipster-friendly new Thai eatery has everything going for it: a prime location next door to the dive bars of Fremont East, fantastic drunken noodles and vegan curries for $9 a plate, a small patio, a full bar turning out Asian-inspired house cocktails, and an un- 
            pretentious atmosphere – it’s cash-only and tends to get loud. The small space is crowded most nights, so consider calling ahead for a table.

        GROTTO
                Italian 
            
                $$
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
             (www.goldennugget.com; Golden Nugget, 129 E Fremont St; mains $14-26;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11:30am-midnight Mon-Thu, 11:30am-1am Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce)
            At this traditional Italian restaurant splashed with murals, diners are drawn to the sunlight-filled patio next to the shark-tank waterslide and swimming pool. Thin-crust pizzas and stuffed cannelloni are accompanied by a 200-bottle list of Italian wines.
        

        BEAT
                Cafe 
            
                $
            
        
 Offline map Google map 
        
             (www.thebeatlv.com; 520 Fremont St; mains $5-10;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            7am-midnight Mon-Fri, 9am-midnight Sat, 9am-5pm Sun;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce;
            [image: iconwifigif]
            )
            The chalkboard menu at this indie cafe – a bohemian little place that doubles as a record shop and the entryway to the Emergency Arts Building, a sprawling collective of artists’ workshops – spells out a short list of gourmet salads and breakfast sandwiches, locally roasted coffee, craft beers and wines by the glass. Note that the coffeehouse vibe shifts to bar scene at 7pm, after which alcohol is served, acoustic bands play and minors aren’t admitted.
        

        TRIPLE GEORGE
            GRILL
                Steakhouse 
            
                $$$
            
        
 Offline map Google map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-384-2761; www.triplegeorgegrill.com; 201 N 3rd St; lunch mains $10-26, dinner $13-36;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-10pm Mon-Fri, 4pm- 10pm Sat;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce, 113)
            Inspired by San Francisco’s classic steak and seafood establishments, Triple George is hugely popular with business lunchers – though a new ‘Ten under $10’ lunch menu and a bustling happy hour are making the place more accessible to those dining on their own dime. House specialties include oysters Rockefeller, charbroiled ahi and dry-aged steaks.
        

        MOB BAR
                Italian 
            
                $$
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
             (www.mobbarlv.com; 201 N 3rd St; mains $5-15;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-midnight Mon-Thu, 11am-2am Fri, 4pm-2am Sat;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce, 113)
            Piggybacking on the gangster theme initiated by the Mob Museum down the street, this prohibition-style bar and eatery has appealing sidewalk tables and a petite but sultry interior with deep emerald-hued walls and a few crescent-shaped booths. Unfortunately, service was somewhat confused and slow. But with such a good-looking locale, whimsical appetizers such as spaghetti and meatball bites ($5), classic cocktails and a convenient address between the museum and Fremont St, business is bound to pick up quickly.
        

        TRIPLE 7
                American 
            
                $
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
            (Main Street Station, 200 N Main St; mains $5-12;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-7am) 
            This easygoing microbrewery inside Main Street Station does delicious, budget-friendly beer samplers, sushi, gourmet burgers and even a few international dishes. The generous afternoon happy hours run from 3pm to 6pm, featuring $5 pub food and handcrafted beers such as the hoppy imperial red ale, plus seasonal favorites such as a wheat ale brewed with blueberry juice.

        [image: image]MARK RIGHTMIRE/ZUMA PRESS/CORBIS ©

Don't Miss

                
                    Golden Nugget
                

                Offline map Google map
                
                    Check out the polished brass and white leather seats in the casino: day or night, the Golden Nugget is still downtown’s poshest address. With sophisticated eateries, live-music venues and a famous swimming pool surrounding a 200,000-gallon shark tank, the Golden Nugget outshines the competition.
                

                
                    Wunderkinds Tim Poster and Thomas Breitling bought the casino hotel from MGM Mirage in 2004. The duo catapulted into the national limelight on the Fox reality-TV series 
                        Casino,
                    
                    but then sold it off to Landry’s Restaurants. Today this swank carpet joint rakes in a moneyed downtown crowd. The 38,000-sq-ft 
                        casino 
                    has a spread of table games and slot machines with the same odds as Strip megaresorts. The airy, nonsmoking 
                        poker room 
                    stages daily poker tournaments.
                

                
                    One of the Golden Nugget’s claims to fame is the
                     
                        Tank
                    , an outdoor complex featuring a three-story waterslide through a shark tank into a pool where swimmers press their faces against the glass to come face-to-face with six species of sharks, rays and tropical fish. (Though the aquatic adventure is technically reserved for hotel guests, there’s some flexibility outside the busy summer season: nonguests can usually pay $10 to $20 to enter on weekdays.) If you want to get up close to fish without getting wet, stop for a drink at 
                        Chart House
                    Offline map Google map (
                    [image: iconhoursgif]
                    11:30am-11pm)
                    , a cocktail bar surrounding a 75,000-gallon tropical aquarium. Another of the Nugget’s famous attractions is the 
                        Hand of Faith
                    
                    , the largest single gold nugget in the world. Discovered in Australia and weighing a massive 61lb, 11oz, it’s on display under glass near the North Tower elevators. Taking photos is not permitted in most casinos for security reasons, but the Golden Nugget smiles benignly upon wide-eyed visitors who photograph the mighty rock.
                

                
                    NEED TO KNOW
                
 
                Offline map
                
                    
                    
                    [image: iconphonegif]
                    702-385-7111; www.goldennugget.com; 129 E Fremont St; [image: iconhoursgif]
                    24hr; [image: iconbusgif]
                    Deuce
                

            


            
            SECOND STREET
            GRILL 
                Steak & Seafood 
            
                $$
            
        
 Offline map Google map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-385-3232; www.fremontcasino.com; Fremont, 200 E Fremont St; mains $19-35;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            from 5pm Thu-Mon;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce)
            At this downtown rococo gem, you can score a 16oz T-bone steak with all the trimmings for less than $25; the rack of lamb is also a hit. The art-deco grandeur may be fading a bit – the place is due for some renovations – but dining here is an old-school Vegas experience not many tourists know about.
        

        [image: sustainable]BAR + BISTRO
                Fusion 
            
                $$
            
        
 Offline map Google map
        
            (www.theartsfactory.com; Arts Factory, 107 E Charleston Blvd; mains $11-18;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-3pm Tue-Fri, 5-10pm Tue-Sat;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            ACE Gold;
            [image: iconveggif]
            )
            An energetic Puerto Rican chef brings eclectic flavors to the table from across the globe (the cuisine is technically Latin fusion, but he also brings in techniques and ingredients from India and France). The edgy eatery is eco-friendly, too – check out the to-go cups made from corn.
        

        
            [image: categorydrinkgif] 
            Drinking & Nightlife

        
            Locals and in-the-know tourists make a beeline to the hip bars of Fremont East, clustered around the intersection of Las Vegas Blvd and Fremont St.
        

        BEAUTY BAR
                Bar
            
        

        Offline map Google map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-598-1965; www.thebeautybar.com; 517A Fremont St; cover $5-10;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            9pm-2am;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce)
            Swill a cocktail, watch the makeover demonstrations or just chill with the cool kids inside the salvaged innards of a 1950s New Jersey beauty salon. DJs and live bands rotate nightly, spinning tiki lounge tunes, disco and ’80s hits to punk, metal and glam rock. Also look for karaoke (usually on Monday nights), movies and popcorn in the beer garden (often on Wednesdays) traveling indie acts and tongue-in-cheek ‘Drop Dead Gorgeous’ beauty pageants with a wry, know-it-all twist. A full calendar is on the website.
        

        GRIFFIN
                Bar
            
        

        Offline map Google map
        
            (511 E Fremont St;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5pm-3am Mon-Sat, 9pm-3am Sun;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce)
            Escape from the casinos’ clutches and imbibe at Griffin, a classy twist on the dive bar. Glowing fireplaces, leather booths and an almost unbearably cool jukebox make it popular with hipster sweethearts and rebels alike.
        

        DOWNTOWN COCKTAIL
            ROOM
                Lounge
            
        
 Offline map Google map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-880-3696; www.thedowntownlv.com; 111 Las Vegas Blvd S;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            4pm-2am Mon-Fri, 7pm-2am Sat;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce)
            With a delightfully retro cocktail list, this speakeasy is outfitted with sateen pillows and suede-covered couches. It’s undeniably romantic, and feels decades removed from the old-school carpet joints further west. In prohibition-era style, the entrance is disguised: the door looks like just another part of the wall until you discover the sweet spot you have to push to get in. Budget-minded travelers should roll in for half-priced cocktails and small plates at happy hour, from 4pm to 8pm on weekdays.
        

        DINO’S LOUNGE
                Bar
            
        
 Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-382-3894; www.dinoslv.com; 1516 Las Vegas Blvd S;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce)
            A true dive bar and proud of it, this spot (where you may end up doing shots with the owner) calls itself ‘the last neighborhood bar in Las Vegas.’ Monday Night Football, live bands, ‘no bullshit’ karaoke and First Friday after-parties keep things jumping.
        

        OSCAR’S
                Bar
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
            (www.plazahotelcasino.com; Plaza Hotel, 1 Main St;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            4pm-late;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce)
            This upscale watering hole and restaurant was founded by Oscar B Goodman, the former mayor of Las Vegas. Here’s a politician who has no trouble communicating exactly what he plans to deliver – note the glittery neon sign offering ‘Beef, Booze and Broads.’ The festive, retro-glam interior offers superb views over Fremont St, a series of old-time photographs, and real-life ‘broads’ who roam the rooms offering company and lively banter to delighted older gentlemen. Consider skipping the pricey food and opting for a dry martini instead – it’s the ex-mayor’s cocktail of choice.
        


[image: image]Oscar's, overlooking the Fremont Street Experience
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            Entertainment

        [image: sustainable]SMITH CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS
                Performing Arts
            
        
 Offline map Google map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-749-2000; www.thesmithcenter.com; Symphony Park, 361 Symphony Park Ave; tickets from $20;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            schedule varies;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            The undisputed pride of Las Vegas’ burgeoning cultural scene is the state-of-the-art Smith Center, opened in early 2012 at the heart of the new Symphony Park. To understand the Smith Center’s significance, just peek at the stars who headlined the inaugural night – 
            the event was hosted by Neil Patrick Harris and featured performances by Carole King, Willie Nelson and Jennifer Hudson. Brilliant acoustics and design are just part of the wow factor – the complex is also sustainably built, making the Smith Center the first performing arts center of its size to achieve Silver Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) status.

        DON’T TELL MAMA
                Live Music
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-207-0788; 517 Fremont St; no cover charge;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            7pm-late, music usually starts at 8pm;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce)
            Sometimes overshadowed by Beauty Bar next door is this friendly piano bar, a hit with music-minded locals who crowd the place on weekends to hear their favorite ‘singing bartenders’ belting out requests. Free-flowing (and fairly priced) cocktails keep the scene lively through the wee hours; they’ll only take reservations if you plan on arriving before 9pm.
        

        
            [image: categoryshopgif] 
            Shopping

        GAMBLER’S GENERAL
            STORE
                Specialty Shop
            
        
 Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-382-9903, 800-322-2447; www.gamblersgeneralstore.com; 800 S Main St;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            9am-6pm;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            105, 108) 
            This authentic gaming supply superstore has it all, starting with one of Nevada’s largest inventories of slot machines, featuring new models and beautiful vintage machines, as well as full-sized roulette, craps and blackjack tables that are identical to those seen in casinos. Loads of cheaper gambling paraphernalia make for perfect Sin City souvenirs, such as customizable poker chips, rainbow-colored dice, as well as handheld games and collectible decks of cards from real-life Strip casinos.

        FUNK HOUSE
                Art & Antiques
            
        
 Offline map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-678-6278; www.thefunkhouselasvegas.com; 1228 S Casino Center Blvd;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-5pm;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            105, 108)
            Antiques in Las Vegas? Yes indeed, and lots of ’em; from retro furnishings and pop art from the 1950s, to advertising and coin-op castoffs from now-imploded casino hotels, some of which might just fit in your suitcase to take back home. It’s a hub of activity on First Friday nights – the owner was one of the event’s founders.
        

        LAS VEGAS PREMIUM
            OUTLETS
                Shopping Mall
            
        
Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-474-7500; www.premiumoutlets.com; 875 S Grand Central Pkwy;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-9pm Mon-Sat, 10am-8pm Sun;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            SDX)
            Vegas’ biggest-ticket outlet mall features 120 mostly high-end names such as Armani Exchange, BCBG, Max Azria, Calvin Klein, Dolce & Gabbana, Kenneth Cole and Max Studio, alongside casual brands such as Banana Republic and Billabong.
        

        RAINBOW FEATHER
            DYEING CO
                Specialty Shop
            
        
 Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-598-0988; www.rainbowfeatherco.com; 1036 S Main St;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            9am-4pm Mon-Fri, 9am-1pm Sat;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            108)
            Where to satisfy that boa fetish? Need turkey, chicken, duck, goose, pheasant, ostrich or peacock quills? Rainbow stocks a positively fabulous selection of fine feathers and fans for Vegas showgirl costumes in every possible hue, from fire-engine red and hot pink, to neon green and jet black.
        

        WILLIAMS COSTUME
            COMPANY
                Specialty Shop
            
        
 Offline map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-384-1384; 1226 S 3rd St;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-5:15pm Mon-Sat;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            105)
            Friendly staff have supplied the Strip’s aspiring starlets with DIY costuming goods since 1957. Check out the headshots in the dressing rooms, then pick up some rhinestones, sequins, feathers, etc. Costume rentals are ideal for Halloween costume balls or partyin’ anytime on the Strip.
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    East of the Strip

    
      
        GETTING THE MOST OUT OF LONELY PLANET MAPS

        E-reader devices vary in their ability to show our maps. To get the most out of the maps in this guide, use the zoom function on your device. Or, visit http://media.lonelyplanet.com/ebookmaps and grab a PDF download or print out all the maps in this guide.
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                the Strip

        

        
            Why venture off the Strip? Fair question. You won’t find any powerhouse attractions east of Las Vegas Blvd, but there are a few draws. Does an expansive collection of one-of-a-kind rock ’n’ roll memorabilia tempt you? How about a quirky museum paying homage to Vegas’ atomic past? Let’s not forget great-value eateries and bars popular with locals, funky secondhand shopping, the city’s best comics shop, a low-key university scene, and a vibrant gay and lesbian nightlife sector. The center of off-Strip gravity swings east toward Paradise Rd, where the dynamic Hard Rock anchors the after-dark action. The Fruit Loop, further south toward the airport, is the epicenter of Vegas’ gay and lesbian community. Daytime, it’s all business further north on Paradise Rd near the city’s convention center and the Las Vegas Hotel & Casino; it’s a different story at night, when business travelers and college students come out to play.
        

        
    [image: image]Hard Rock Hotel & Casino (Click here)
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            Hard Rock Hotel & Casino (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            If there’s any reason Vegas partygoers detour east of the Strip, this is it. In fact, the
            fashionable Hard Rock Hotel, with its cool eateries, high-tech music venues and world-
            class rock ’n’ roll memorabilia, is a destination in itself for the crowds of Southern Californian (SoCal) hipsters and aspiring musicians who check in daily.
[image: image]Memorabilia, Hard Rock Hotel
JERRY ALEXANDER ©
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            Atomic Testing 
            Museum (Click here
            )
        

        
            During the atomic heyday of the 1950s, gamblers and tourists downtown stared mesmerized as mushroom clouds rose behind Fremont St – the city even crowned a Miss Atomic Bomb. Learn more about this unique time at the replica of a Nevada Test Site guard station, then take a stroll through the 8000-sq-ft Smithsonian affiliate.
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            Las Vegas Hotel 
            & Casino (Click here
            )
        

        
            Elvis Presley made his comeback in the late ’60s on this historic stage, followed by Barry Manilow and Liza Minnelli. The casino hotel itself, which has changed ownership and names several times, has starred in films from James Bond’s 
                Diamonds Are Forever
            
            to 
                Indecent Proposal
            
            – it was on this casino floor that Demi Moore blew on the dice for 
            Robert Redford.
[image: image]ARCHITECT: MARTIN STERN JR
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            Pinball Hall of Fame (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Revisit your childhood at this hole-in-the-wall vintage gaming showcase. The playful owner opens the doors to his collection of old-school pinball, video arcade and carnival sideshow games, all dating from the 1940s to the ’90s – highlights include a Ms Pacman machine, TRON and Paperboy, plus simple games such as the Football machine, dating from 1947. Grab a 25 cent bag of popcorn – profits from every quarter you spend go to charity.
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            Firefly (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            Go ahead, just try to wedge yourself onto the lively outdoor patio on a warm summer evening: this cool tapas joint is positively swarming with locals who congregate for generous happy hours, well-prepared
            Spanish small plates, and cucumber 
            martinis. It’s the perfect place for a festive dinner while watching a youthful local set in action – and to realize how inflated the prices are back on the Strip.
[image: image]JERRY ALEXANDER ©
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Don't Miss

                
                    Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
                

                
                    The world’s original rock ’n’ roll casino houses what may be the most impressive collection of rock-star memorabilia ever assembled under one roof. At the Hard Rock, the priceless items being watched over by the ‘eye in the sky’ and security guards suited up like bouncers are concert attire worn by Elvis, Britney Spears and Prince; a custom motorcycle once owned by the Hell’s Angels and donated by Nikki Sixx of Mötley Crüe; a huge display case filled with Beatles mementos and doodles by John Lennon; Jim Morrison’s handwritten lyrics to one of the Doors’ greatest hits; and dozens of leather jackets and guitars formerly owned by the biggest bands in rock ’n’ roll, from the Ramones to U2.
                

                
                    The Hard Rock’s sexy, see-and-be-seen scene is perfect for rock stars and entourage wannabes alike. The party hotel beloved by SoCals opens on to a circular casino with a state-of-the-art race and sports book. Trendy restaurants include the swanky new 
                        35 Steaks + Martinis
                     plus contemporary classics such as 
                        Nobu
                      
                    (Click here
                    ) and 
                        Pink Taco  
                    (
                    Click here
                    ). Raucous bars and music venues range from an intimate concert space called the 
                        Joint
                      
                    (Click here
                    ) to the quirky 
                        Body English
                     
                    and the glamorous 
                        Vanity
                    
                    nightclub, with a stunning terrace and direct access to the 
                        Nirvana Pool
                     
                    . There’s seasonal swim-up blackjack at Nirvana, and rollicking pool parties at 
                        Paradise Beach
                     
                    , infamous for ‘Rehab Sundays’. For hip hangover cures, head to the hotel’s 
                        Reliquary Spa
                     
                    ; to act like a real rock star, get a spontaneous tattoo at 
                        Hart & Huntington Tattoo
                      before retreating to a plush suite outfitted in silver-studded velvet and cool leather.

                
                    NEED TO KNOW
                

Offline map
                

                    [image: iconphonegif]
                    702-693-5000; www.hardrockhotel.com; 4455 Paradise Rd; r $99-399; [image: iconbusgif]
                    119, free shuttle to MGM Grand
                    ; [image: iconwifigif][image: iconinternetgif][image: iconswimgif]
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                    GETTING THERE & AWAY
                

                »
                    
                        Bus
                     
                    Local buses
                    run east–west and north–south on major surface streets. Bus 108 runs along Paradise Rd and Swenson St; buses 202 and 807 (Bronze Line Express) run along Flamingo Rd; and buses 201 and 804 (Gold Line Express) run along Tropicana Ave.
                

                »
                    
                        Monorail 
                    The monorail
                    
                    connects the Convention Center to the Strip.
                

                »
                    
                        Shuttle
                     
                    A free shuttle runs between MGM Grand and the Hard Rock Hotel & Casino.

                »
                    
                        Taxi
                     
                    If you’re heading downtown, expect to pay around $20 one way.
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            Sights

        ATOMIC TESTING
            MUSEUM
                Museum
            
        

Offline map Google map
       
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-794-5161; www.atomictestingmuseum.org; 755 E Flamingo Rd; adult/senior & child 7-17/child 6 & under $14/11/free;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-5pm Mon-Sat, noon-5pm Sun;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            202;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            Fascinating multimedia exhibits focus on science, technology and the social history of the ‘Atomic Age’ which lasted from WWII until atmospheric bomb testing was driven underground in 1961 and a worldwide ban on nuclear testing was declared in 1992. View historical footage of atomic testing and examine southern Nevada’s past, present and future, from Native American ways of life to the environmental legacy of atomic testing. Look for special exhibits such as 
                Area 51: Myth or Reality
            
            , which explores the history of paranormal activity at a secret military base in Nevada. Don’t miss the cool museum shop.
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            LAS VEGAS HOTEL
            & CASINO 
                Casino
            
        

Offline map Google map

            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-732-5111; www.thelvh.com; 3000 Paradise Rd;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr; monorail Convention Center)
            Elvis was here. Formerly the Las Vegas Hilton – and before that, the International Hotel – this classy casino-resort opened in 1969 and quickly became famous when the King made his big comeback on the hotel’s stage in the late 1960s and into the early ’70s, booking more than 700 sold-out shows. Various gambling scenes (and a memorable scene of the resort’s famous Benihana Village restaurant) in the 1993 movie 
                Indecent Proposal,
             
            starring Robert Redford and Demi Moore, were filmed here, too.
             
            The casino isn’t just known as the site of Hollywood films: its race and sports book is the largest in the world.

        PINBALL HALL OF FAME
                Museum
            
        

Offline map Google map

            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-597-2627; www.pinballmuseum.org; 1610 E Tropicana Ave; admission free, games $0.25-1;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-11pm Sun-Thu, 11am-midnight Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            111, 201;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            You may have more fun at this no-frills antique gaming emporium than playing slot machines back on the Strip. Tim Arnold shares his 200-plus collection with the public; take time to read the handwritten curatorial cards 
            explaining the unusual history behind these retro-minded machines.

        MARJORIE BARRICK
            MUSEUM
                Museum
            
        

Offline map Google map

            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-895-3381; http://barrickmuseum.unlv.edu; UNLV, 4505 S Maryland Pkwy; suggested donation adult/senior $5/2;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-6pm Tue, Wed & Fri, 10am-8pm Thu, 10am-2pm Sat & Sun;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            109)
            Although tiny, this natural history museum is one of the only places in town to uncover knowledge of Las Vegas’ original inhabitants, the southern Paiutes, and other Native American tribes 
            from around the Southwest, including the Navajo and the Hopi peoples.
        

        
            [image: categoryeatgif] 
            Eating

        
            Most of the culinary action east of the Strip is found along Paradise Rd, fanning northward from the Hard Rock casino hotel.
        

        FIREFLY
                Tapas 
            
                $$
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-369-3971; www.fireflylv.com; 3900 Paradise Rd; tapas $4-10, mains $12-20; [image: iconhoursgif]
            11:30am-2am;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            108;
            [image: iconveggif]
            )
            Firefly is always packed with a fashionable local crowd spilling out onto the open-air patio. Tapas are well-priced and properly prepared, from 
                patatas bravas
             
            to chorizo clams and vegetarian delights such as roasted eggplant with goat cheese. A backlit bar dispenses the house specialty sangria and flavor-infused mojitos. A second location can be found at 9560 W Sahara.

        LINDO MICHOACAN
                Mexican 
            
                $$
            
        

Offline map
        
                        (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            735-6828; www.lindomichoacan.com; 2655 E Desert Inn Rd; mains $9-20;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10:30am-11pm Mon-Thu, 9am-11pm Sat & Sun;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            free Strip shuttle from Convention Center;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            Handmade ceramics and faux adobe walls make this hideout feel far away from the Strip. Family recipes fill the gigantic and satisfying menu of Mexican classics, including ranch-style seafood, 
                chipotle lengua
            
            (beef tongue), chicken molé and 
                menudo
             
            (tripe and hominy soup). There’s a second location at 10082 W Flamingo Rd.

        LOTUS OF SIAM
                Thai
             
                $$
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            735-3033; www.saipinchutima.com; 953 E Sahara Ave; mains $9-18;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11:30am-2pm Mon-Fri, 5:30-9:30pm Mon-Thu, 5:30-10pm Fri-Sun;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            204;
            [image: iconveggif][image: iconfamilygif]
            ) 
            Saipin Chutima’s authentic northern Thai cooking has won almost as many awards as her distinguished European and New World wine cellar. Gourmet magazine called it ‘the single best Thai restaurant in North America.’ The strip-mall hole-in-the-wall may not look like much, but foodies flock here.

        PINK TACO
                Mexican 
            
                $$
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-693-5525; www.pinktaco.com; Hard Rock, 4455 Paradise Rd; mains $11-16;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            9am-10pm Mon-Thu, 9am-2am Fri, 7am-2am Sat, 7am-10pm Sun;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            108)
            The Mexican food may be Californized, but it’s still tasty at this lowriders’, Baja fish-taco shack criss-crossed with a Sunset Strip tequila bar.
        

        
                
                    Cheap & Cheesy
                

                
                    Elvis and Liberace have long gone to their graves, and Siegfried and Roy are no longer performing on the Strip with their white tigers, but Las Vegas still has plenty of camp and kitsch. It’s almost more fun to dive into the city’s unbelievably tacky depths than it is to aim for its high-rollin’ luxury heights.
                

                
                    Start by speeding down the Strip, a free-for-all freak show, day and night. Swing by the outdoor sandwich stands and bars of 
                        Harrah’s
                     
                    (Click here
                    ) for deep-fried pickles and yard-long margaritas. Step inside to see the over-the-top Marilyn Monroe and Elvis impersonators at 
                        Legends in Concert
                     
                    (Click here
                    ), or laugh at the cheesy-sexy hijinks of the 
                        
                     
                    (Click here
                    ) mock pirate battle across the street. Further north on the Strip, eye the kitschy casino hotels that have so far been saved from implosion – peer inside the gate of the shuttered 
                        Sahara
                     
                    (Click here
                    ), then play old-school arcade games and watch acrobats and clowns do their thing at 
                        Circus Circus
                     
                    (Click here
                    ) before gambling at the hilariously tacky 
                        Slots-A-Fun
                     
                    (Click here
                    ) next door. Across the street, grab a tropical drink at the garishly neon-lit 
                        Fireside
                     
                        Lounge
                     
                    (Click here
                    ). If you’re still rarin’ to go for a low-roller’s ride, there’s no better place to keep the party going strong than on downtown’s 
                        Fremont Street Experience
                     
                    (Click here
                    ), a fluorescent-lit extravaganza where vintage Vegas signs glow and the city’s ex-mayor offers ‘beef, booze and broads’ at 
                        Oscar’s
                     
                    (Click here
                    ).
                

            


            
            NOBU 
                Japanese Fusion 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-693-5090; www.noburestaurants.com; Hard Rock, 4455 Paradise Rd; dishes $12-50;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            6-11pm;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            108;
            [image: iconveggif]
            )
            Iron Chef Matsuhisa’s sequel to his NYC establishment is almost as good as the original. The beats are down tempo, and the setting is post-modern Zen, with bamboo stalks sprouting up around the kitchen. Stick to Nobu’s classics such as black cod with miso; Andean influences surface in spicy offerings such as the Peruvian chicken skewers. Reservations are 
            essential.

        ENVY
                Steakhouse 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-784-5716; www.envysteakhouse.com; Renaissance Las Vegas, 3400 Paradise Rd; mains lunch $13-19, dinner $34-41;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            6:30am-2pm & 5-10pm, Sunday brunch 11am-3pm; monorail Convention Center;
            [image: iconveggif]
            )
            Envy’s name is no lie. A dramatic mod entrance leads inside where power brokers recline against plush high-backed chairs amid bold colored paints and theatrical curtains. The 
            signature steaks and seafood get unfailingly high marks, boasting gourmet side dishes such as bourbon creamed corn, truffle mac ’n’ cheese, and split-pea soup with prosciutto and Vermont cheddar.

        
            [image: categorydrinkgif] 
            Drinking & Nightlife

        
            South of the Hard Rock along Paradise Rd, the ‘Fruit Loop’ district is an island of flamboyance and ground zero for Vegas’ gas and lesbian community.
        

        DOUBLE DOWN SALOON
                Bar
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
            (www.doubledownsaloon.com; 4640 Paradise Rd;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            108)
            This dark, psychedelic gin joint, one block south of the Hard Rock, appeals to the lunatic fringe. There’s never a cover charge, it doesn’t accept credit cards, the house drink is called ‘ass juice’ and it claims to be the birthplace of the bacon martini. The jukebox vibrates with New Orleans jazz, British punk, Chicago blues and surf-guitar king Dick Dale.
        

        FREAKIN’ FROG
                Bar
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
            (www.freakinfrog.com; 4700 S Maryland Pkwy;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-3am;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            109)
            College students adore this zany bar because it’s a short stroll from the UNLV campus. Beer geeks love it for Nevada’s biggest list of bottled beers (more than 1000), and at least a dozen brews on tap – ask your ‘beertender’ which ones to try tonight. Live jazz bands usually play on Tuesday.
        

        HOOKAH LOUNGE
                Lounge
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-731-6030; www.hookahlounge.com; 4147 S Maryland Pkwy;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5pm-1am;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            109, 202)
            Recline languorously with a water pipe stuffed with one of 20-plus premium flavored Egyptian tobaccos and an exotic cocktail such as the lychee martini or the ‘Pear-sian Drop.’ The ambience is worthy of a pasha.
        

        
            [image: categoryentertaingif] 
            Entertainment

        LVH THEATER
                Theater
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-732-5111; www.thelvh.com; Las Vegas Hotel & Casino, 3000 Paradise Rd; ticket prices vary; [image: iconbusgif]
            108)
            Elvis Presley and Barry Manilow wowed the crowds on this historic stage. Check the website for the upcoming lineup.
        

        JOINT
                Live Music
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            800-745-3000; www.hardrockhotel.com; Hard Rock Hotel, 4455 Paradise Rd; most tickets $35-180;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            108)
            The Joint hosts all kinds of musical acts from Bob Dylan to straight-up rock bands such as Coldplay and The Killers. Concerts at this scaled-down venue, with a capacity for 4000 people, feel like private shows, even when rock royalty such as the Red Hot Chili Peppers and David Bowie are in town.
        

        
            [image: categoryshopgif] 
            Shopping

        
            Bargain-priced bookstores, boutiques and music shops patronized by college students line Maryland Parkway.
        

        ALTERNATE REALITY COMICS
                Books
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-736-3673; www.alternaterealitycomics.net; 4100 S Maryland Pkwy;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-7pm Mon-Sat, noon-6pm Sun;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            109)
            This cool comics shop for adults fills its shelves with the hippest graphic novels, such as 
                Blue Pills 
            and
            
                Exit Wounds, 
            plus Japanese manga, collectible comics and indie ’zines.
        

[image: image]Alternate Reality Comics
JERRY ALEXANDER ©


        BUFFALO EXCHANGE
                Clothing
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
            (www.buffaloexchange.com; 4110 S Maryland Pkwy;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-8pm Mon-Sat, 11am-7pm Sun;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            109, 202)
            Trade in your nearly new garb for cash or credit at this savvy secondhand chain dealing in top-notch 1940s to ’80s vintage fashions, clubwear, costuming goodies and designer duds.
        

        
            [image: categoryactivitiesgif] 
            Spas & Activities

        GUN STORE
                Shooting
            
        

Offline map
        (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-454-1110; www.thegunstorelasvegas.com; 2900 E Tropicana Ave; gun rentals with 5-20 rounds $25-50;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            9am-6:30pm;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            201;
            [image: iconwifigif]
            )
            Gun enthusiasts can fire off an M16, AK-47 or submachine gun at this high-powered indoor shooting range. If you want to feel the heft of a Beretta, Colt or Glock in your hand, it’ll cost $25 per handgun rental including 20 rounds. 
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        GETTING THE MOST OUT OF LONELY PLANET MAPS

        E-reader devices vary in their ability to show our maps. To get the most out of the maps in this guide, use the zoom function on your device. Or, visit http://media.lonelyplanet.com/ebookmaps and grab a PDF download or print out all the maps in this guide.
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                West of 
                the Strip

        

        
            Between the Strip and the mountains, a few key attractions beckon. Two major resorts, the Palms and the Rio, located less than a mile off the Strip down Flamingo Rd, lure a nightclub-happy crowd. The former, equal parts sexy and downright sleazy, attracts notorious celebrities and gossip standbys (think Britney Spears) as well as a younger, mostly local crowd. The less-glamorous Rio boasts a famous buffet, Mardi Gras–style festivities and an unpretentious nightlife spot with a stunning open-air terrace overlooking the Strip. Throw in the eco-minded Springs Preserve, one of the most appealing family attractions in the area and the new home of the revamped Nevada State Museum, and the ethnic dining options around Chinatown Plaza – certainly some of the best-value food options in Vegas – and you suddenly have a reason to head west.
        

        
    [image: image]Palms casino-resort (Click here); designer: The Jerde Partnership
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                    Highlights
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            Palms (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            The most glamorous attraction west of the Strip is the soaring Palms casino-resort, famous for a nightclub with a retractable roof, a stylish concert space and the fashionable Palms Place hotel rooms. While critics claim the Palms’ glory days are waning, others rave that its restaurants and nightclubs remain some of the hottest in town – it’s a fine place to start an evening out.
        
[image: image]JERRY ALEXANADER ©
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            Rio (
            Click here
            )
        


        
            As the name suggests, this huge casino hotel takes inspiration from Brazilian- 
            style festivities. A free Mardi Gras–esque show – voluptuous women, samba, confetti and all – parades through the main thoroughfare daily. Most visitors come here for the famous Carnival World Buffet and accompanying Village Seafood Buffet, purportedly some of the best in Vegas.
[image: image]RAY LASKOWITZ ©
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            Chinatown Plaza (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            For a break from the inflated prices and flashy restaurants on the Strip, detour to Sin City’s Chinatown. Lively and authentic Asian eateries anchor around the Chinese gate on Spring Mountain Rd in Chinatown, where you’ll find an enclave of Hong Kong barbecue houses, Vietnamese 
                pho
             
            shops, Japanese sushi bars and pan-Asian bubble-tea dispensaries.
[image: image]STUDIO EYE/CORBIS ©
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            Nevada State Museum (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            The Nevada State Museum needed an update – where better to move to than the cool, eco-minded Springs Preserve? Today it houses interactive exhibits, a stalactite cave and the massive state fossil; admission is free to the museum when you visit the Springs Preserve, making for a family-friendly day out from the Strip.
        
[image: image]MATT B BROWN/NEVADA MAGAZINE ©




        
[image: top-5]
            Moon & Rain
        

        
            There’s an unusual glow over the dance floors at the Palms’ twin nightclubs. At the futuristic penthouse-style Moon (
            Click here
            ), the roof retracts so you can find your groove while desert stars shine above. Meanwhile, at Rain (
            Click here
            ), legendary pyrotechnics mean you’ll literally be dancing beneath blazing fireballs.
[image: image]Rain nightclub, Palms
BRIDGET GLEESON ©
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                Don't miss

                    Springs Preserve
                

                
                    Planted on 180 acres atop the site of the
                    original springs and 
                        las vegas 
                    (the meadows), where southern Paiute peoples and old 
                    Spanish Trail traders once pitched their camps, and later Mormon missionaries and Western pioneers settled in the valley, this $250-million educational complex is an incredible trip through historical, cultural and biological time. It’s also a thought-provoking place to consider the future of the city’s neon jungle amid this fragile desert environment.

            

                »
                    
Offline map
                

                »
                    [image: iconphonegif]
                    702-822-7700
                

                »
                    www.springspreserve.org

                »
                    333 S Valley View Blvd
                

                »
                    Adult/child $19/17
                

                »
                    [image: iconhoursgif]
                    10am-6pm
                

                »
                    [image: iconbusgif]
                    104
                

            

            
            
            Origen Museum
        

        
            Visitors who want to dig beneath the surface of this desert oasis should start at the Origen Museum. The Natural Mojave gallery simulates flash floods and shows the variety of wildlife in the desert. The 
                People of the Springs
             
            exhibit narrates Las Vegas' history, from Native American dwellings to the arrival of the railroad and construction of the Hoover Dam. The New Frontier rooms are full of interactive games and activities on conservation, the environment and life in modern-day Las Vegas for the kids.

        
            Desert Living Center
        

        
            Nevada’s first platinum-certified LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) buildings have been constructed of recycled materials and rammed-earth walls, with passive cooling, renewable heating, reclaimed water and solar-electricity panels, all harvesting clean energy and exemplifying the green future of sustainable design. Inside are classrooms, learning labs and public exhibits including the kid-friendly Compost Crawl and Garbage Truck Theater, plus a kinetic water sculpture showing the passage of water from the mighty Colorado River and Lake Mead, all the way to the Strip.
        

        
            Nevada State Museum
        

        
            The state’s 
                history museum 
            (
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-6pm Fri-Mon)
            has exhibits including prehistoric skeletons such as Nevada’s state fossil (the Ichthyosaur 
                Shonisaurus popularis
            
            ), a replica of a stalactite cave, an atomic explosion display and exhibits covering Sin City’s glory days.
        

        
            Gardens & Trails
        


            Outside the main buildings, desert gardens with more than 30,000 plants flourish. Almost four miles of trails feature interpretive displays that piece together Nevada’s cultural and natural history; on weekends, you can rent a bike to explore them.
            
        

        [image: local-know]

                
                    Don’t Miss List
                

                
                    BY AARON MICALLEF, CURATOR OF EXHIBITS, SPRINGS PRESERVE
                

                
                    1 ORIGEN MUSEUM
                

                
                    Has galleries focused on natural history, history from the Native Americans to the present, a rotating gallery for traveling exhibits, live animal exhibits and an art gallery. Be sure to check out the flash flood exhibit where thousands of gallons of water come rushing at you.
                

                
                    2 BOTANICAL GARDENS
                

                
                    Acres and acres of gardens feature desert-adapted plants from around the world. Something is in bloom in the gardens year round. Springtime features art in the gardens; at present we are featuring local artist Dave Thompson, who makes sculptures from found objects.
                

                
                    3 TRAIL SYSTEM
                

                
                    We have a few miles of walking trails in our natural areas; it’s not uncommon to see migratory and resident waterfowl, foxes, antelope, ground squirrels and many species of lizards. Also on the trails, you will find archaeological evidence of the native peoples and early pioneers, along with interpretive stations. In 2013 we are expanding our trail system with our longest trail yet, and opening exhibits detailing historic railroad cottages and the water delivery process from the Colorado River.
                

                
                    4 SUSTAINABILITY GALLERY
                

                
                    The first section has exhibits for families about water and energy use, alternative energies and recycling. In the second section of the gallery we’ve created the interior of a sustainable home, along with information on the products used to create them, to showcase more environmentally friendly construction options.
                

                
                    5 FAMILY-FRIENDLY ATTRACTIONS
                

                
                    We have animal shows on weekends, animal feedings, bike rides along trails and a ‘compost crawl’ for little ones. The Nature Exchange trading post in the Desert Living Center is a must-visit for all budding naturalists. 

            



        [image: image]GETTY IMAGES FOR CINEVEGAS ©

Don't Miss

            
                Palms Casino Resort
            

            
                The ultramodern Palms casino hotel, built in 2001, offers an eclectic mix of entertainment designed to seduce gen-Xers and -Yers. Known for its starring roles on MTV’s 
                    Real World: Las Vegas
                
                reality series and Bravo’s 
                    Celebrity Poker Showdown,
                 
                the Rio has a high-drama, neon-lit atmosphere equal parts sexy and sleazy – just like the pinup babes, the Palms Girls.

            
                Drawing an equal number of tourists and locals, the 95,000-sq-ft 
                    casino 
                has more than 2000 slot and full-pay video machines, table games, two poker rooms (one low-limit, one no-limit), and a 140-seat race and sports book featuring interactive TV terminals and specialty wagers. It’s not just the spiffy casino that makes the detour from the Strip worthwhile. Almost everything here is done right, thanks to owner George Maloof; visionary developers Scott DeGraff and Michael Morton, nightlife innovators from Chicago; and Andre Rochat, one of Las Vegas’ respected French restaurateurs. Fashionable places to dine include 
                    Alizé
                  
                (Click here
                ) and 
                    N9NE
                  
                (Click here
                ) steakhouse; southwestern-style 
                    Garduño’s
                 
                and poolside 
                    Simon
                  
                are other hits.

            
                Topping off the Palms (literally speaking) is 
                    ghostbar
                  
                (Click here
                ), located on the roof of the 55-story Palms Tower. It’s a hip-hop and celebrity hangout with fantastic views of the Strip. Even more partying happens at 
                    Rain
                  
                (Click here
                ) and 
                    Moon
                  
                (Click here
                ) nightclubs, the former featuring fireballs overhead, the latter with a retractable roof. Pop-music superstars such as Gwen Stefani rock the 
                    Pearl
                  
                (Click here
                ), a state-of-the-art concert venue linked to an 8000-sq-ft recording studio. The Palms recently upped the bet by building 
                    Palms Place
                  
                (Click here
                ), a hip, high-rise hotel, condo and spa complex connected to the main casino hotel by the SkyTube moving walkway.
            

            
                NEED TO KNOW
            

Offline map
            
                                     [image: iconphonegif]
                702-942-7777; www.palms.com; 4321 W Flamingo Rd; [image: iconhoursgif]
                24hr;
                [image: iconbusgif]
                202
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                    GETTING THERE & AWAY
                

                »
                    
                        Shuttle 
                    A free shuttle bus
                    
                    runs between the Rio and Harrah’s/Imperial Palace station on the central Strip every 30 minutes from 10am to 1am. Another free shuttle leaves the Palms for Caesars Palace and the Fashion Show Mall at 10am and again at 5pm.
                

                »
                    
                        Bus
                     
                    The 201, 202 and 203 local bus lines run east–west on major streets.

                »
                    
                        Taxi
                     
                    One-way taxi fares between the west side and the Strip range from $10 to $20. Taxis are always available outside the Rio and the Palms.

            


        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Sights

        SPRINGS PRESERVE
                Museum
            
        
 
        
            
            Click here
            .
        

        ORLEANS
                Casino
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-365-7111; www.orleanscasino.com; 4500 W Tropicana Ave;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Strip shuttle)
            This New Orleans–themed casino hotel did a so-so job of re-creating the Big Easy. On the casino floor are more than 3000 slot and video poker machines and a busy race and sports book. Musical legends such as Willie Nelson and LeAnn Rimes have performed in the Orleans’ showroom.
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        GOLD COAST
            CASINO
                Casino
            
        

Offline map Google map

            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-367-7111, 800-331-5334; http://www.goldcoastcasino.com; 4000 W Flamingo Rd)
            This neighborhood also has several old-school casino hotels, such as Gold Coast Casino – now better known for its authentic Chinese cuisine rather than gaming.
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            Eating

        
            There are only a few reasons to venture west of the Strip just to dine – mostly just the Rio, the Palms and the pan-Asian delights of Chinatown.
        

        LITTLE BUDDHA
                Fusion 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map Google map

            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-942-7778; www.littlebuddhalasvegas.com; Palms Casino Resort, 4321 W Flamingo Rd; mains $18-45;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5:30-10:30pm Sun, Wed & Thu, 5:30-11:30pm Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            202)
            At this offshoot of Paris’ terribly popular
            
            
            Buddha Bar, partygoers start with 
            super-fresh sushi and Eurasian fusion dishes, such as crusted scallops in sake glaze with Asian pears or Kobe beef carpaccio with apple vinaigrette. Chill-out DJ tunes and a dramatic interior lit by atmospheric Chinese lanterns will sweep you away.

[image: image]Sushi
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        CHINATOWN PLAZA
                Pan-Asian 
            
                $
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-221-8448; www.lvchinatown.com; 4255 Spring Mountain Rd; mains $5-16;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            203)
            Head west from the Strip along Spring Mountain Rd and you’ll find yourself in the heart of Las Vegas’ Chinatown. Though slightly off the tourist radar, the district – marked by an eye-catching 
            Chinese gate – is a favorite of local foodies who frequent the authentic Vietnamese noodle shops, teahouses, sushi bars and Korean barbecues. Try the Hong Kong–style Sam Woo BBQ or, for an inexpensive and delicious lunch, the southern Chinese cuisine at Capital Seafood.

        ALIZÉ
                French 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-951-7000; www.alizelv.com; 56th fl, Palms Casino Resort, 4321 W Flamingo Rd; mains $36-67;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5:30-10pm Sun-Thu, 5:30-10:30pm Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            202)
            Las Vegas chef André Rochat’s top-drawer gourmet room is named after a gentle Mediterranean trade wind. Enjoyed by nearly every table, the panoramic floor-to-ceiling views of the glittering Strip are even more stunning than the haute French cuisine. Reserve ahead.
        

        CARNIVAL WORLD &
            VILLAGE SEAFOOD
            BUFFETS
                Buffet 
            
                $$
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-777-7777; www.riolasvegas.com; Rio Las Vegas Hotel & Casino 3700 W Flamingo Rd; breakfast/lunch $19/22, dinner & weekend champagne brunch $30, discount for children aged 4-8;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            8am-10pm, brunch 8am-3:30pm Sat & Sun;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Strip shuttle;
            [image: iconveggif][image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            Some say Carnival World is Vegas’ best all-around buffet, with wok-fried dishes, taco bars, fresh seafood and handmade gelato. Pricier Village Seafood is for those who can’t get enough snow crab legs, lobster tails and freshly shucked oysters, plus salads and house-made breads.
        

        N9NE
                Steakhouse 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-933-9900; www.n9negroup.com; Palms Casino Resort, 4321 W Flamingo Rd; mains $26-59;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5:30-10pm Sun-Thu, 5:30-11pm Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            202)
            The Palms’ dramatically lit steakhouse centers on the champagne and caviar bar. At tables and booths the Chicago-style aged steaks and chops keep on coming, along with everything else from oysters Rockefeller to Pacific-caught sashimi. Reservations essential.
        

        NOVE ITALIANO
                Italian 
            
                $$
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            942-6800; www.n9negroup.com; 51st fl, Palms Casino Resort, 4321 W Flamingo Rd;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            6-10pm Sun-Thu, 6-11pm Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            202)
            Sittin’ pretty, this postmod Italian charmer attracts the pre-clubbing set with its rococo furnishings and floor-to-ceiling neon-light views. Just like the decor, the menu is simultaneously classic (pizzas, pastas, salads) and globally minded (yellowtail crudo).
        

        PING PANG PONG
                Chinese 
            
                $$
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-367-7111; www.goldcoastcasino.com; Gold Coast Casino, 4000 W Flamingo Rd; mains $7-29;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-3pm & 5pm-3am;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            202)
            Asian tourists vote with their feet, and it’s always crowded here. Designed by chef Kevin Wu, a wok-tossed menu ranges across the regions of China, from Beijing seafood stew to Shanghai noodles.
        

        NOODLE EXCHANGE
                Chinese 
            
                $
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-367-7111; www.goldcoastcasino.com; Gold Coast Casino, 4000 W Flamingo Rd; mains $6-29;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            noon-11pm;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            202) 
            Another wonderfully authentic Chinese dining option at the Gold Coast, Noodle Exchange offers quick service, a casual atmosphere and an unbeatable $6.99 lunch special. Don’t miss the Mandarin-style Dan Dan noodles or the fabulous Peking duck; at night, come for Chinese hot pot.

        GOLDEN STEER
                Steakhouse 
            
                $$$
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            384-4470; www.goldensteersteakhouselasvegas.com; 308 W Sahara Ave; mains $29-55;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5-11pm;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            204)
            The Rat Pack, Marilyn Monroe and Elvis all dined at this fabulously retro steakhouse with the steer’s head out front. Come here to soak up vintage Vegas vibes.
        

        [image: image]RAY LASKOWITZ ©

Don't Miss

            
                Rio Las Vegas
            

            
                Despite its giddy Carnaval theme, the all-suites Rio is overshadowed by the action at the Palms across the street. The corny 
                    Masquerade Village
                 Offline map Google map
                occupies the first two floors of Rio’s towers. During the free 
                    Masquerade Show in the Sky
                 (
                [image: iconhoursgif]
                hourly 6-11pm Thu-Sat)
                , Mardi Gras floats, suspended from tracks in the ceiling, parade above the gaming tables, while costumed performers gyrate, lip-synch and toss bead necklaces. The fun is infectious.
            

            
                Occupying most of the ‘village’ is a 100,000-sq-ft 
                    casino 
                decked out with a colorful Rio-esque motif. It has more than 1200 slot machines, 80 table games and a full-service race and sports book. The Rio’s cut-throat poker room is home to the 
                    World Series of Poker finals.
                
                An innovative new bar system guarantees you won’t go thirsty: iPad-wielding ‘Beverage Ambassadors’ take your order, then ‘BevErtainers’ bring your drinks in between doing 90-second song-and-dance numbers back on the main floor. Ringed around the casino are run-of-the-mill retail shops and superb 
                    buffets
                 
                (Click here
                ). The crowd-pleasing comedy duo 
                    Penn & Teller 
                (
                Click here
                ), draw in fans from far and wide to their resident show here.
            

            
                There’s no Ipanema at Rio, but guests will find VooDoo Beach Offline map Google map beside one of the resort’s four swimming pools. Fifty floors above the village, atop one of Rio’s towers and reached by a glass elevator, is the 
                    VooDoo Lounge
                 
                (Click here
                ), a lively but relaxed indoor-outdoor dance club where revelers bop around to ’80s music while drinking in the views – and some seriously gigantic cocktails.
            

            
                Free shuttles can get you here from Harrah’s on the Strip.
            

            
                NEED TO KNOW
            

Offline map
            
                                    
                [image: iconphonegif]
                702-777-7777; www.riolasvegas.com; 3700 W Flamingo Rd; ste $109-189; [image: iconhoursgif]
                24hr;
                [image: iconbusgif]
                Strip shuttle
            

        



        
            [image: categorydrinkgif] 
            Drinking & Nightlife

        
            The after-dark scene at the Palms is hot; the Rio trails behind.
        

        MOON
                Nightclub
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-942-6832; http://moon-las-vegas.n9negroup.com; 53rd fl, Fantasy Tower, Palms Casino Resort, 4321 W Flamingo Rd; cover $20-40;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11pm-4am Tue & Thu-Sat; [image: iconbusgif]
            202) 
            This futuristic indoor/outdoor nightclub features a cool retractable roof, DJs spinning hip-hop, rock, pop and retro mash-ups, and killer views when the lights of Vegas are twinkling.

        GHOSTBAR
                Lounge
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-942-6832; www.n9negroup.com; 55th fl, Palms Casino Resort, 4321 W Flamingo Rd; cover $20-25;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            8pm-4am;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            202)
            A clubby crowd, often thick with pop-culture celebs and pro athletes, packs the Palms’ sky-high watering hole. DJs spin hip-hop and house while wannabe gangsters and Jersey girls sip pricey cocktails. The sci-fi decor and 360-degree panoramas are to die for. Dress to kill.
        

        VOODOO ROOFTOP
            NIGHTCLUB
                Nightclub
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-777-6875; 51st fl, Rio Las Vegas Hotel & Casino, 3700 W Flamingo Rd; cover free-$20;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            9pm-late;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Strip shuttle)
            The views from the patio are fab, but the DayGlo decor and lounge bands are just for laughs. At VooDoo, an unpretentious crowd dances to Michael Jackson tunes and gorges on exotic, oversized drinks steaming with dry ice while the Strip glows in the distance.
        

[image: image]Moon nightclub
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        RAIN
                Nightclub
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-942-6832; www.n9negroup.com; Palms Casino Resort, 4321 W Flamingo Rd; cover $20-40;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11pm-5am Fri & Sat;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            202)
            Macy Gray and Britney Spears have thrown impromptu concerts at this club. It’s no longer as exclusive as the long line out front would have you believe though, so relax: enter through a bright futuristic tunnel and become immersed in color and motion. Fog, haze and fireball pyrotechnics set the outrageous mood. A stellar sound system pumps out hip-hop, old-skool, rock and house beats. Reservations required.
        

[image: image]Cocktails
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            [image: categoryentertaingif] 
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        PENN & TELLER
                Comedy
            


Offline map Google map
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-777-7776; www.pennandteller.com; Rio Las Vegas Hotel & Casino, 3700 W Flamingo Rd; tickets $82-93;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            9pm Sat-Wed;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Strip shuttle)
            This intellectual odd couple (one talks, the other doesn’t) has been creating and destroying illusions for more than two decades, with dry wit, peppery profanity and some amazing stunts such as catching bullets in their teeth. The gimmick is that they actually explain some (but not all) of their tricks to the audience.
        

        PEARL
                Live Music
            
        

Offline map Google map
        
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-944-3200; www.palms.com/las-vegas-pearl-theater; Palms Casino Resort, 4321 W Flamingo Rd; most tickets $40-150;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            202)
            A shining beacon for rock bands, the Palms’ intimate concert hall has a sophisticated sound system. Modern rock acts such as Gwen Stefani and Morrissey have burned up the stage, with most seats only 120ft or less away from the performers. Hot live albums are created here, thanks to an onsite recording studio.
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        GETTING THE MOST OUT OF LONELY PLANET MAPS

        E-reader devices vary in their ability to show our maps. To get the most out of the maps in this guide, use the zoom function on your device. Or, visit http://media.lonelyplanet.com/ebookmaps and grab a PDF download or print out all the maps in this guide.
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            Hoover Dam, Lake Mead & Boulder City (
            Click here
            )
        

        
            A marvel of engineering, Hoover Dam is an easy day trip from Las Vegas. Nearby Lake Mead features 700 miles of shoreline, while Boulder City, built to house the dam’s workers, remains the state’s only casino-free town.
        

        
            Grand Canyon National Park ( Click here)
        

        
            Further afield, the USA’s best-known natural attraction, the Grand Canyon, measures more than 275 miles long and more than a mile deep. It’s an incredible spectacle of Technicolor rock strata. 

        
    



[image: image]South Kaibab Trail (Click here), Grand Canyon National Park
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            Hoover Dam, Lake Mead & Boulder City
        

        
            Even those who challenge, or at least question, the USA’s commitment to damming the US West have to marvel at the engineering and architecture of the Hoover Dam. Set amid the almost unbearably dry Mojave Desert, the dam towers over Black Canyon, 
                the stretch of the Colorado River just below Hoover Dam,
             
            providing electricity for the entire region.

        
            Hoover Dam created Lake Mead, which boasts 700 miles of shoreline, while Davis Dam created the much smaller Lake Mohave, which straddles the Arizona border. Black Canyon links the two lakes. All three bodies of water are included in the Lake Mead National Recreation Area, created in 1964.
        

        
            On your way back to Las Vegas, stop for a stroll in the relaxed but charming town of Boulder City, a rare casino-free town in Nevada. Originally erected to house workers constructing the Hoover Dam, casinos were outlawed to prevent distractions from their monumental task.
        

        
            Getting There & Away
        

        
            
                Car
             
            Most visitors drive to Hoover Dam and the surrounding area from Las Vegas. From the Strip take I-15 south then take exit 34 east onto I-215; continue on I-215, then take exit 1 onto I-515/US 93 & 95. Continue on I-515/US 93 & 95 over the Railroad Pass and past Boulder City. As you approach the dam, park in the multilevel parking lot ($7, cash only; open 8am to 6pm) before the visitor center. Or continue over the Arizona state line and park for free on the roadside (if you can find a space), then walk back over the top of the dam to the visitor center.

        
            
                Bus Tour
             
            It’s also possible to visit Hoover Dam on a guided bus tour from Las Vegas: countless companies along the Strip offer the day-long excursion for around $30 to $60 per person, depending on what’s included.

        
            Need to Know
        

        »
            
                Boulder City Information
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-294-1252; 100 Nevada Hwy, off US Hwy 93;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            8am-4:30pm) 
            Near Hoover Dam.

        »
            
                Alan Bible Visitor Center
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-293-8990; Lakeshore Scenic Dr, off US Hwy 93;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            8am-4:30pm)
            In Nevada, five miles west of Hoover Dam. Excellent source of information on the area
            
                ’
            
            s recreation and desert life.
        

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Sights

        HOOVER DAM
                Historic Site
            
        
 
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            information 702-293-8321, reservations 702-992-7990, 866-998-3427; www.usbr.gov/lc/hooverdam; US Hwy 93; admission $8, with tour adult/child $11/9, all-inclusive tour $30;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            9am-5pm, 9am-6pm in summer) 
            A statue of bronze winged figures stands atop Hoover Dam, memorializing those who built the massive 726ft concrete structure, one of the world’s tallest dams. Originally named Boulder Dam, this New Deal public works project, completed ahead of schedule and under budget in 1936, was the Colorado River’s first major dam. Thousands of men and their families, eager for work in the height of the Depression, came to Black Canyon and worked in excruciating conditions – dangling hundreds of feet above the canyon in 120°F (49°C) desert heat. Hundreds lost their lives.

        
            Today, guided tours begin at the visitor center, with a film featuring original footage of the construction. Then take an elevator ride 50 stories below to view the dam’s massive power generators, each of which alone could power a city of 100,000 people.
        

        HOOVER DAM MUSEUM
                Museum
            
        
 
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-294-1988; www.bcmha.org; Boulder Dam Hotel, 1305 Arizona St, Boulder City; adult/child $2/1;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-5pm Mon-Sat;
            [image: iconfamilygif]
            )
            You’ll enjoy the dam tour more if you stop at this small but engagingly hands-on museum first. It’s upstairs at the historic Boulder Dam Hotel, where Bette Davis, Franklin D Roosevelt and Howard Hughes once slept. Exhibits focus on Depression-era America and the tough living conditions endured by the people who came to build the dam. A 20-minute film features historical footage of the project.
        


[image: image]Hoover Dam and Mike O'Callaghan-Pat Tillman Memorial Bridge
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        MIKE O’CALLAGHAN–PAT TILLMAN MEMORIAL BRIDGE
                Bridge
            
        
 
        
            Featuring a pedestrian walkway with perfect views upstream of Hoover Dam, this bridge is definitely not recommended for anyone with vertigo. Mike O’Callaghan was governor of Nevada from 1971 to 1979. NFL star Pat Tillman was a safety for the Arizona Cardinals when he enlisted as a US Army Ranger in 2002. He was killed by friendly fire in Afghanistan in 2004.
        

        
            [image: categoryactivitiesgif] 
            Activities & Tours

        LAKE MEAD NATIONAL
            RECREATION AREA
                Park
            
        
 
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-293-8906; www.nps.gov/lame; 7-day entry pass individual/car $5/10;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr)
            While most visitors come to Lake Mead for the water, there are a handful of hiking trails too, most of which are short. A 3.7-mile trail along a historical railway line with five tunnels links the Alan Bible Visitor Center to Hoover Dam. The most challenging hike in the park follows a three-mile trail down 800ft to a set of hot springs in a slot off Black Canyon. This one’s not recommended in summer.
        

        
            Popular year-round activities include swimming, fishing, boating, waterskiing and kayaking. A splendid scenic drive winds north along Lakeshore Dr and Northshore Rd, passing viewpoints, hiking and birding trailheads, beaches and bays, and full-service marinas.
        

        FISH VEGAS
                Fishing
            
        

        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-293-6294; www.fishvegas.com; guided tours 1-2 people from $300)
            Chartered fishing trips on Lake Mead. Go online for Cap’n Mike’s monthly fishing reports and news, or call to set up a trip.
        

        LAKE MEAD CRUISES
                Boat Tour
            
        

        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-293-6180; www.lakemeadcruises.com; 90min midday cruise adult/child $24/12;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            noon & 2pm)
            Offers kid-friendly tours, along 
            with lunch and brunch cruises, on a triple-decker, air-conditioned, Mississippi-style paddle wheeler departing from Hemenway Harbor.

        BLACK CANYON RIVER
            ADVENTURES
                Rafting
            
        

        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-294-1414, 800-455-3490; www.blackcanyonadventures.com; Hacienda Hotel & Casino, off US Hwy 93, Boulder City; adult/child $88/54) 
            A motor-assisted raft floats down the Colorado River beneath Hoover Dam, with stops for swimming and lunch.

        DESERT
            ADVENTURES
                Adventure Tours
            
        

        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-293-5026; www.kayaklasvegas.com; Suite A, 1647 Nevada Hwy, Boulder City; trips from $149) 
            Would-be river rats should check out Desert Adventures for lots of half-, full- and multiday kayaking adventures on the Colorado River. They also offer hiking, horseback and mountain-bike trips in the Lake Mead National Recreation Area.

        
            [image: categoryeatgif] 
            Eating

        
            You’ll find basic restaurants at the Temple Bar, Boulder Beach and Echo Bay marinas on Lake Mead. Other lakeshore marinas have convenience stores for snacks and drinks.
        

        MILO’S
                Wine Bar 
            
                $$
            
        

        
            (www.miloswinebar.com; 538 Nevada Way, Boulder City; dishes $4.50-13;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11am-10pm Sun-Thu, 11am-midnight Fri & Sat)
            In downtown Boulder City, Milo’s serves fresh sandwiches, salads and gourmet cheese plates at sidewalk tables outside the 
            wine bar.

        LE BISTRO CAFE
                Italian 
            
                $$
            
        

        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-293-7070; thebistrocafe.vpweb.com; 1312 Nevada Hwy, Boulder City; mains $12-18;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            5pm onwards Mon-Sat) 
            Order home-cooked, classic Italian pasta dishes and meatier fare, with tiramisu afterward.

        
[image: image]


        
        
            Grand Canyon National Park
        

        
            Why do folks become giddy when describing the Grand Canyon? One peek over the edge makes it clear. The canyon captivates travelers because of its sheer immensity; it’s a tableau that reveals the earth’s history layer by dramatic layer. Mother Nature adds artistic details – 
            rugged plateaus, crumbly spires, shadowed ridges – that flirt and catch your eye as the sun crosses the sky.

        
            Snaking along its floor are 277 miles of the Colorado River, which has carved out the canyon during the past six million years and exposed rocks up to two billion years old – half the age of the earth.
        

        
            The two rims of the Grand Canyon offer quite different experiences; they lie more than 200 miles apart by road and are rarely visited on the same trip. Most visitors choose the South Rim with its easy access, wealth of services and vistas that don’t disappoint. The quieter North Rim has its own charms; at 8200ft elevation (1000ft higher than the South Rim), its cooler temperatures support wildflower meadows and tall, thick groves of aspen and spruce.
        


[image: image]Grand Canyon National Park
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            The park’s most developed area is Grand Canyon Village, six miles north of the South Rim Entrance Station. The only entrance to the North Rim lies 30 miles south of Jacob Lake on Hwy 67. The North Rim and South Rim are 215 miles apart by road, 21 miles on foot through the canyon, or 10 miles as the condor flies.
        

        
            June is the driest month, July and August are the wettest. January has average overnight lows of 13°F (-11°C) to 20°F (-7°C) and daytime highs around 40°F (4°C). Summer temperatures inside the canyon regularly soar above 100°F (38°C). While the South Rim is open year-round, most visitors come between late May and early September. The North Rim is open from mid-May to mid-October.
        

        
            [image: 26-grand-canyon-dc-lav1]

            
        

        
        
            Getting There & Away
        

        
            
                Car
            
            For South Rim, take I-15 south from Las Vegas. Take exit 34 and follow the signs to I-215 east. Merge onto US 93 south, merge onto I-40 
            (Route 66) east, then take exit 165 onto AZ 64. Follow AZ 64 north to Grand Canyon Village. The trip takes about five hours one way.

        
            
                Parking
            
            Can be a chore in Grand Canyon Village. Under the new Park-n-Ride program, summer visitors can buy a park ticket at the 
                National Geographic Visitor Center
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            928-638-2468; www.explorethecanyon.com; Hwy 64, Tusayan; adult/child $13/10; [image: iconhoursgif]
            8am-10pm)
            , park their vehicle at a designated lot, then hop aboard a free shuttle (20 minutes, departs regularly from 8am) that follows the Tusayan Route to the Grand Canyon Visitor Center inside the park.
        

        
            
                Shuttle
             
            Inside the park, free shuttles operate along three routes: around Grand Canyon Village, west along Hermits Rest Route and east along Kaibab Trail Route. Buses typically run at least twice per hour, from one hour before sunset to one hour afterward.

        
            
                Tours
             
            Bus tours are a popular daytrip option from Las Vegas, as are helicopter tours (Click here
            ).
        

        
            Need to Know
        

        »
            
                Park entrance tickets
             (vehicles/cyclists & pedestrians $25/12) 
            Valid for seven days and can be used at both rims.

        »
            
                Grand Canyon Visitor Center
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            928-638-7644; [image: iconhoursgif]
            8am-5pm)
            Three hundred yards behind Mather Point.
        

        »
            
                North Rim Visitor Center
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            928-638-7864; www.nps.gov/grca;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            8am-6pm, mid-May– mid-Oct) 
            Adjacent to the Grand Canyon Lodge, has maps, books, trail guides and current conditions.

        »
            
                Backcountry Information Center 
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            928-638-7875; fax 928-638-7875; www.nps.gov/grca; Grand Canyon Village; [image: iconhoursgif]
            8am-noon & 1-5pm, phone staffed 1-5pm Mon-Fri)
            All overnight hikes and backcountry camping in the park require a permit. The Backcountry Information Center accepts applications for backpacking permits ($10, plus $5 per person per night) for the current month and 
            following four months only.

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Sights

        
            South Rim
        

        
            To escape the throngs, visit on a weekday during fall or winter. You’ll also gain some solitude by walking a short distance away from the viewpoints on the Rim Trail or by heading into the canyon itself.
        

        HERMIT RD SCENIC
            ROUTE
                Scenic Drive
            
        

        
            A scenic route follows the rim on the west side of Grand Canyon Village along Hermit Rd. Closed to private vehicles March through to November, the road is serviced by the free park shuttle bus; cycling is encouraged because of the relatively light traffic. Stops offer spectacular views, and interpretive signs explain canyon features.
        

        DESERT VIEW DRIVE
                Scenic Drive
            
        

        
            Desert View Drive starts to the east of Grand Canyon Village and follows the canyon rim for 26 miles to Desert View, the eastern entrance of the park. Pullouts offer spectacular views, and interpretive signs explain canyon features and geology.
        

        
            Grand Canyon West
        

        
            Grand Canyon West is not part of Grand Canyon National Park, which is about 215 driving miles to the east. Run by the Hualapai Nation, the remote Grand Canyon West is 70 miles northeast of Kingman; the last nine miles are unpaved and unsuitable for RVs. Some tour companies offer day-long bus trips from the Strip.
        

        GRAND CANYON SKYWALK
                Park
            
        

        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            928-769-2636; www.grandcanyonwest.com; per person $71; [image: iconhoursgif]
            7am-7pm Apr-Sep, 8am-5pm Oct-Mar) 
            A slender see-through glass horseshoe levitates over a 4000ft chasm of the Grand Canyon. The only way to visit is to purchase a package tour. A hop-on, hop-off shuttle travels the loop road to scenic points along the rim. Tours can include lunch, horse-drawn wagon rides from an ersatz Western town, and informal Native American performances.

        
            [image: categoryactivitiesgif] 
            Activities & Tours

        
            South Rim
        

        RIM TRAIL
                Hiking
            
        

        
            Hiking along the South Rim is among park visitors’ favorite pastimes, with options for every skill level. Beginning in Grand Canyon Village, the Rim Trail is the most popular, and easiest, walk in the park. It dips in and out of the scrubby pines of Kaibab National Forest and connects a series of scenic points and historical sights over 12 miles. Portions are paved, and every viewpoint is accessed by one of the three shuttle routes. The new 
                Trail of Time
             
            exhibit borders the Rim Trail just west of Yavapai Observation Station. Here, every meter of the trail represents one million years of geologic history, with exhibits providing the details.

        BRIGHT ANGEL TRAIL
                Hiking
            
        

        
            The most popular of the corridor trails is the beautiful Bright Angel Trail. The steep and scenic eight-mile descent to the Colorado River is punctuated with four logical turnaround spots. Summer heat can be crippling; day hikers should either turn around at one of the two rest houses (a three- to six-mile round-trip) or hit the trail at dawn to safely make the longer hikes to Indian Garden and Plateau Point 
            (9.2 and 12.2 miles round trip respectively). Hiking to the river in one day should not be attempted. The trailhead is just west of Bright Angel Lodge.

        SOUTH KAIBAB
                Hiking
            
        

        
            The
             
            South Kaibab
            is arguably one of the park’s prettiest trails, combining stunning scenery and unobstructed 360-degree views with every step. Steep, rough and wholly exposed, summer ascents can be dangerous, and during this season rangers discourage all but the shortest day hikes – otherwise it’s a six-mile, grueling round trip. Turn around at 
                Cedar Ridge
            
            , perhaps the park’s finest short day hike.
        

        GRAND CANYON
            VOLUNTEERS
                Volunteering
            
        

        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            928-774-7488; www.gcvolunteers.org)
            Individuals and groups who prefer a more in-depth experience while giving something back can apply for various programs with Grand Canyon Volunteers. One- and multiday programs include wildlife monitoring, native plant restoration and forest surveying.
        

        BRIGHT ANGEL
            BICYCLES
                Bicycle Rental
            
        

        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            928-814-8704; www.bikegrandcanyon.com; full day adult/child $35/25;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            8am-6pm May-Sep, 10am-4:30pm Mar-Apr & Oct-Nov, weather permitting) 
            Renting ‘comfort cruiser’ bikes, the friendly folks here custom-fit each bike to the individual. Rates include helmet and bicycle-lock rental.

        XANTERRA
                Horseback Riding
            
        

        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            303-297-2757; www.grandcanyonlodges.com/mule-rides-716.html; info desks at Bright Angel, Maswik & Yavapai Lodges) 
            Due to erosion concerns, the NPS has limited inner-canyon mule rides to those traveling all the way to Phantom Ranch. Rather than going below the rim, three-hour day trips ($119) now take riders along the rim, through the ponderosa, piñon and juniper forest to the Abyss overlook. Overnight trips (one/two people $482/850) and two-night trips (one/two people $701/1170) follow the Bright Angel Trail to the river, travel east on the River Trail and cross the river on the Kaibab Suspension Bridge. Riders spend the night at Phantom Ranch. If you arrive at the park and want to join a mule trip the following day, ask about availability at the transportation desk at Bright Angel Lodge.

        PAPILLON GRAND CANYON HELICOPTERS
                Scenic Flights
            
        
 
        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-736-7243, 888-635-7272; www.papillon.com; McCarran Executive Terminal, 275 E Tropicana Ave) 
            The Grand Canyon is just 45 minutes from Las Vegas by helicopter. Papillon offers a variety of airborne excursions, ranging from the straightforward Golden Eagle Air Tour (adult/child from $249/229), featuring a round-trip flight from Vegas over Hoover Dam and Lake Mead to the Grand Canyon, to the lavish Grand Celebration Skywalk and Boat (adult/child from $499/479), including a landing at the bottom of the Grand Canyon, a pontoon boat cruise on the Colorado River, and VIP passes to the Skywalk. Tours depart daily in the morning and at midday, but helicopters are often fully booked around holidays and weekends; be sure to reserve ahead.

        
            North Rim
        

        
            Head here for blessed solitude in nature’s bountiful bosom; only 10% of park visitors make the trek. Meadows are thick with wildflowers and dense clusters of willowy aspen and spruce trees, and the air is often crisp, the skies big and blue.
        

        
            Facilities on the North Rim are closed from mid-October to mid-May, although you can drive into the park and stay at the campground until the first snow closes the road from Jacob Lake. Call the North Rim switchboard (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            928-638-2612) to reach facilities on the North Rim.
        

        BRIGHT ANGEL POINT
                Hiking
            
        

        
            The short (0.5 miles) and easy, paved trail to Bright Angel Point is a canyon must. Beginning from the back porch of Grand Canyon Lodge, it goes to a narrow finger of an overlook with fabulous views.
        

        NORTH KAIBAB TRAIL
                Hiking
            
        

        
            The North Kaibab Trail is the North Rim’s only maintained rim-to-river trail and connects with trails to the South Rim. The first 4.7 miles are the steepest, dropping 3050ft to Roaring Springs – a popular all-day hike. If you prefer a shorter day hike below the rim, walk just 0.75 miles down to Coconino Overlook or two miles to the Supai Tunnel to get a taste of steep inner-canyon hiking. The 28-mile round-trip to the Colorado River is a multiday affair.
        

        CANYON
            TRAIL RIDES
                Horseback Riding
            
        

        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            435-679-8665; www.canyonrides.com; Grand Canyon Lodge;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            mid-May–mid-Oct) 
            Canyon Trail Rides offers one-hour ($40) and half-day ($75, minimum age 10 years) mule trips. Of the half-day trips, one is along the rim and the other drops into the Canyon on the North Kaibab Trail.

        
            [image: categoryeatgif] 
            Eating & Drinking

        
            South Rim
        

        EL TOVAR
            DINING ROOM
                International 
            
                $$$
            
        

        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            928-638-2631, ext 6432; El Tovar, Grand Canyon Village; mains $18-31; [image: iconhoursgif]
            6:30-11am, 11:30am-2pm & 5-10pm) 
            A stone’s throw from the canyon’s edge, it has the best views of any restaurant in the state, if not the country. The grand stone and dark oak dining room warms the soul like an upscale lodge of yore, and the food, especially the steaks, makes the trip worthwhile. If you’re not seated near a window, head to the veranda of the El Tovar Lounge afterward for a guaranteed Grand Canyon vista.

        BRIGHT ANGEL LOUNGE
                Bar 
            
                $$
            
        

        
            (Bright Angel Lodge, Grand Canyon Village; mains $10-26;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            11:30am-3pm Mar-Oct & 4:30-10pm Mar-Dec) 
            Perfect for those who want to unwind with a burger and a beer without cleaning up too much; a fun place to relax at night when the lack of windows and dark decor aren’t such a big deal. It’s beside the charmless Bright Angel Restaurant.

        ARIZONA ROOM
                American 
            
                $$
            
        

        
            (Bright Angel Lodge, Grand Canyon Village; mains $8-28; [image: iconhoursgif]
            11:30am-3pm Mar-Oct & 4:30-10pm Mar-Dec) 
            Antler chandeliers hang from the ceiling and picture windows overlook the canyon. Mains include steak, chicken and fish dishes. No reservations; there’s often a wait.

        CANYON VILLAGE
            MARKETPLACE
                Market 
            
                $
            
        

        
            (Market Plaza, Grand Canyon Village;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            8am-8pm) 
            Stock up on groceries or hit the deli.

        
            North Rim
        

        GRAND CANYON LODGE
            DINING ROOM
                American 
            
                $$
            
        

        
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            928-638-2611; mains $12-24; [image: iconhoursgif]
            6:30am-10am, 11:30am-2:30pm & 4:45-9:45pm mid-May–mid-Oct;
            [image: iconveggif]
            ) 
            The windows are so huge that you can sit anywhere and get a good view. The menu includes several vegetarian options and regional treats such as Utah Ruby trout and bison flank steak. Dinner reservations are required. It’s neighbors with the atmospheric Roughrider Saloon, full of memorabilia from the country’s most allegedly adventurous president, Teddy Roosevelt.
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            “While the city embraces its risqué reputation, sex is a charged issue”


        
[image: image]Neon lights up the Strip
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            Economy, Tourism & 
            New Developments

        
            You wouldn’t guess it when you’re pushing your way through the crowds on the Strip or vying for a hotel room on a weekend in July, but Las Vegas took a big hit during the economic recession. Between 2008 and 2010, tourist numbers were down, leaving Sin City with half-empty hotels, quiet casinos and a series of stalled housing developments and construction projects. The most notable of these were CityCenter and the Cosmopolitan Hotel – the former, originally conceived as a condominium complex, was caught up in a financial battle in 2009; while the latter, originally meant to be the Grand Hyatt Las Vegas, faced foreclosure in 2008. Today, both are lucrative hot spots on the Strip, and statistics show that almost 39 million visitors passed through Las Vegas in 2011, a 7% increase from 2009. The city’s financial woes aren’t exactly over – unemployment was measured at a high 13.1% at the start of 2012 – but lavish new construction projects such as the $200 million SkyVue (a 500ft observation wheel across the Strip from Mandalay Bay) and $550 million Linq (an entertainment district next door to the Flamingo) are a sign that things are on the upswing.
        

        
            Environment
        

        
            The good times come at a price. With its energy-draining megaresorts, neon lights burning brightly around the clock and millions of air conditioners that never turn off, Las Vegas is an environmentalist’s nightmare. Water usage is the chief concern. Some scientists have projected that the Las Vegas Valley has a 50/50 chance of exhausting its entire water supply by 2021.
        

        
            Air pollution is an equally vexing topic: the valley is fringed by mountains that trap hazardous particles, and the city is often in violation of federal air-quality standards. On many days the sky harbors a dirty inversion layer, sometimes so thick that the mountains are barely visible – Vegas earns a failing ‘F’ grade year after year in the American Lung Association’s annual 
                State of the Air
             
            report. Local officials still haven’t figured out how to keep air pollution at tolerable levels. Though the future looks smoggy, sustainably built new landmarks on the Vegas skyline, notably the Gold Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)–certified CityCenter, the Smith Center and the Desert Living Center at Springs Preserve, are steps towards a sustainable future.

        
            Sex & the City
        

        
            While the city embraces its risqué 
            reputation (‘What happens in Vegas, stays in Vegas’), sex is a charged issue here. Shared Hope International has targeted Vegas as one of the biggest hubs for sex trafficking in the US. But don’t be fooled by racy ‘Girls Girls Girls’ ads or the promoters on the Strip passing out cards that promise women at your service; though prostitution is legal in nine of Nevada’s 17 counties, Las Vegas isn’t in one of them – it has been illegal in Sin City since the 1940s. Oscar Goodman, the former mayor of Las Vegas, frequently went on record with his pro-prostitution stance, saying that legalizing prostitution would ‘turn old motels into beautiful brothels.’ No matter how it’s concealed, sanitized, slyly advertised or sanctioned by politicians, one thing’s for sure – sex is everywhere in Vegas.
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                History
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                ‘What history?’ you ask. Native Americans inhabited this valley for almost two millennia before the Spanish Trail blazed through; colorful characters have sought their fortunes in Sin City for more than a century. Contrary to Hollywood legends, there was more to this desert crossroads than ramshackle gambling dens and tumbleweeds before gangster Benjamin ‘Bugsy’ Siegel opened the glamorous Flamingo casino in 1946.
            

        

        
            Frontier Days
        

        
            The southern Paiute tribe lived a relatively peaceful if arduous existence around the Las Vegas Valley during the 18th century. Their undoing as the dominant people of the region began with the arrival of Europeans.
        

        
            In 1829 Rafael Rivera, a scout for a Mexican trading expedition, was likely the first outsider to locate the natural springs in the valley. Another traveler along the Spanish Trail, US Army officer John C Fremont arrived in 1844 to explore and map the area. (Las Vegas’ main downtown artery, Fremont St, bears his name today.)
        

        
            Amid the legions of miners who arrived later in the mid-19th century was a group of men hell-bent on doing God’s work. These Mormons were sent from Salt Lake City by leader Brigham Young to colonize the state of Deseret, their spiritual homeland. Their fort stood here for only two years. After the Civil War, small farms and ranches flourished in the valley.
        

        
            In 1905 the driving of a golden spike in southern Nevada signaled the completion of a railroad linking Salt Lake City to Los Angeles. During two days, pioneers and real-estate speculators from LA bid for land, and lots in Las Vegas sold for up to 10 times their original price.
        

        [image: the-best-end-gif]
            
                Vintage Landmarks
            

            
                1 WELCOME TO LAS VEGAS SIGN (
                CLICK HERE
                )
            

            
                2 FLAMINGO (
                CLICK HERE
                )
            

            
                3 SAHARA (
                CLICK HERE
                )
            

            
                4 GOLDEN GATE (
                CLICK HERE
                )
            

            
                5 NEON MUSEUM (
                CLICK HERE
                )
            

        


        
            Sin City
        

        
            As the dust settled, the city of Las Vegas was officially founded. Sin quickly took root in a downtown red-light district known as Block 16. Home to gambling, booze and prostitution, this row of saloons, with their makeshift ‘cribs’ (brothels) out back, survived Nevada’s several bans on gambling and the supposedly ‘dry’ years of prohibition.
        

        
            The federally sponsored Boulder (later Hoover) Dam project and the legalization of gambling carried Las Vegas through the Great Depression that followed the stockmarket crash of 1929. Lax divorce requirements, quickie weddings, legalized prostitution and championship boxing bouts proved money-making bets for local boosters. New Deal dollars kept flowing into southern Nevada’s coffers right through WWII, which brought a huge air-force base to town, plus a paved highway to LA.
        

        
            Rolling the Dice on the Strip
        

        
            More than anyone else, Los Angeles hotelier Thomas Hull, deserves the credit for Las Vegas as it is today. In 1941, Hull opened the first casino hotel, El Rancho Vegas, south of the city limits along the two-lane LA highway that eventually became Las Vegas Blvd, aka the Strip. In the 1940s, El Rancho Vegas attracted a new element to the desert – Hollywood movie stars, who enjoyed gambling and rubbing elbows with the other colorful characters that Sin City attracted.
        

        
            One such character was mobster Benjamin ‘Bugsy’ Siegel, who had a dream of building an even more luxurious resort in the desert that would draw high rollers from all over the world. Backed by East Coast mob money, Siegel took over LA nightclub owner and 
                Hollywood Reporter
             
            publisher Billy Wilkerson’s bankrupt construction project and opened the $6 million Flamingo casino hotel in 1946. With its pastel paint job, tuxedoed janitors, Hollywood entertainers and flashing neon signs, the Flamingo became the model for the Las Vegas to come.

        
            The Fabulous Fifties
        

        
            Along with the rest of America, post-WWII Las Vegas felt like a glorious boomtown.
            Casino hotels arose at an increasingly rapid pace, with everyone – gamblers and 
            owners alike – trying to strike it rich.

        
            In 1950 the lavish $6.5 million Desert Inn set the tone by throwing the city’s biggest party yet for its grand opening. It was funded and primarily owned by Moe Dalitz, head of a Cleveland-based crime syndicate. A full-blown federal investigation made an emerging trend crystal clear: the Vegas casino industry enjoyed ties to, and the hidden backing of, mobsters from across the nation.
        

        
            And why not? The mob loved Las Vegas. It gave them a legitimacy and a glamorous cachet they had never experienced before, and by fixing the games, bribing local politicians and skimming profits both under and over the table, they were getting rich fast. Las Vegans, for their part, loved them back. Everyone, from low-rolling ‘grinds’ to Tinseltown starlets, flocked to the desert to soak up the extravagant spectacle – a gangster’s vision of paradise – and the promise of instant wealth. To many people, singers such as Frank Sinatra (aka The Chairman) and his Rat Pack pals built this town. For years they weren’t merely legendary headliners; they were also the darlings of gossip columnists from LA to New York, and their all-night partying and tumultuous lives entertained millions. Their antics at the Sands casino hotel brought adoring fans, especially dames, movie stars and politicians, by the planeload.
        

        
            
                Vegas: It’s da Bomb
            

            
                The 1950s ushered in the era of nuclear-weapons testing just 65 miles northwest of Las Vegas. During the next four decades, more than 900 nuclear explosions were initiated at the Nevada Test Site.
            

            
                Initially unconcerned about radiation fallout, Las Vegans took the atomic bomb blasts in their stride. They celebrated the publicity and notoriety they brought, not to mention the tourism boost, by selling ‘atomburgers’, crowning a Miss Atomic Bomb and even billing Elvis as the ‘Atomic-Powered Singer’. Period photos show people partying and picnicking at ‘Atomic City’ casino hotels as mushroom clouds rise in the distance. See them at the Atomic Testing Museum (
                Click here
                ).
            

        


        
            From Mobsters to Megaresorts
        

        
            During a slowdown in casino construction during the 1960s, federal and state regulators made an effort to clean up the gambling industry. Scandal after scandal plagued the casinos, as charges of corruption, racketeering, influence peddling and tax evasion were investigated by federal agencies. All the bad publicity was hurting tourism. In 1966 eccentric billionaire Howard Hughes stepped into the picture. He arrived at the Desert Inn on Thanksgiving night in the back of an ambulance, and didn’t set foot outside the hotel for four years. When he’d worn out his welcome, he simply bought the hotel for $13 million, then went on an unheralded Las Vegas buying spree that included the Sands, the Castaways, the Silver Slipper, the New Frontier and Landmark casino hotels, none of which are still standing today. It was a public relations boon for Nevada officials, as Hughes lent the casino business a much-needed patina of legitimacy. If gambling was a dirty business, local papers blustered, then an industrialist like Hughes wouldn’t be getting into it.
        

        
            High roller Kirk Kerkorian upped the ante in 1973, when he built the $106 million MGM Grand atop the bankrupt Bonanza casino hotel. Enter the age of the megaresort.
        

        
            In 1989 Steve Wynn built the miraculous Mirage. Financed mainly with junk bonds, the Mirage was forced to make a million dollars a day from the time it opened. And it did. It was the spectacular South Pacific–themed Mirage, with its faux-Polynesian volcano, tropical aquariums, lush waterfalls and rainforest atrium that pulled Las Vegas out of its construction slump, and sparked a rush of new casino hotels, each more spectacular than the last. Except now the shift was toward megaresorts with outrageous themes.
        

        
            Transition to a New Millennium
        

        
            Not to be outdone, Wynn dreamt up the $1.6 billion Bellagio, adorned with $300 million worth of art from his personal collection of masterpieces. Built on the site of the 1950s-era Dunes casino hotel, Bellagio was one of the most opulent casino hotels in the world when it opened in 1998. It also brought a surprising touch of elegance to a city that had become infamous for its down-and-dirty strip clubs and low-class culture.
        

        
            Wynn sold the Mirage and Bellagio megaresorts to business rival MGM Grand in 2000. The newly minted MGM Mirage corporation quickly expanded its empire to include Treasure Island, Circus Circus and nearly all of the south Strip casino hotels, plus the ambitious $7.4 billion CityCenter. Making Las Vegas Blvd look even more like a Monopoly game board, Harrah’s Entertainment company bought Caesars Palace, Bally’s, Paris–Las Vegas and the Flamingo casino hotels in 2004, followed by the Imperial Palace the next year.
        

        
            Meanwhile, Wynn imploded the vintage Desert Inn, then spent five years crafting his signature creation, Wynn Las Vegas The eponymous resort opened in 2005, just as the city celebrated its centennial. Unbelievably, Steve Wynn had set another new standard for the Strip, trending away from themed casino hotels to luxurious resorts, complete with classy casinos and sophisticated attractions for nongamblers, such as powerhouse restaurants, international designers’ shops and fantasy spas.
        

        
        
    Timeline

            
                300 BC
            

            
                Southern Paiute tribespeople set up camp by the natural-springs oasis of the Las Vegas Valley.
            

            
                1905
            

            
                The railroad between Los Angeles and Salt Lake City is finished and Las Vegas is founded.
            

            
            
                1946
            

            
                Backed by East Coast mob money, Benjamin ‘Bugsy’ Siegel opens the extravagant Flamingo on the Strip.
            

            
                1950
            

            
                The lavish Desert Inn casino hotel opens on the Strip, heralding Vegas’ ‘Fabulous Fifties.’
            

            
                1957
            

            
                The Dunes and Stardust casino hotels cause scandals over their bare-breasted showgirls.
            

            
                1959
            

            
                Betty Willis’ oft-imitated ‘Welcome to Fabulous Las Vegas’ sign is installed on Las Vegas Blvd.
            

            
                1967
            

            
                Elvis Presley marries Priscilla Beaulieu at the Aladdin resort (now Planet Hollywood).
            

            
                1980
            

            
                A deadly fire sweeps through the MGM Grand, killing 87 guests. The hotel is rebuilt as Bally’s in 1985.
            

            
                1993
            

            
                The Luxor’s Egyptian pyramid and the MGM Grand, then the world’s largest hotel, go up.
            

            
                1995
            

            
                The $70 million canopied Fremont Street Experience signals a revival of downtown’s historical but tattered ‘Glitter Gulch.’
            

            
                2005
            

            
                The city of Las Vegas celebrates its centennial; Steve Wynn’s eponymous megaresort opens to fanfare.
            

            
                2009
            

            
                Amid the economic recession, CityCenter opens and transforms the skyline with new-modernist high-rises.
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                Family Travel
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                Las Vegas half-heartedly sells itself as a family vacation destination. But because the legal gambling age is 21, many casino hotels would rather you left little ones at home. None of the resorts here are truly child-appropriate; even at the best places, you’ll still stand the chance of exposing your kids to drunk people behaving badly. If you’re in Vegas with children for one reason or another, try the following recommendations.
            

        

        
            Things to Do
        

        
            If you look past the smoke and glitter – hard to do in this town – you’ll notice a range of family-friendly attractions and activities. Most casinos have virtual-reality and video game arcades; at New York–New York a roller coaster shoots out of the Coney Island Emporium (
            Click here
            ), while Circus Circus has Adventuredome, vintage arcade games and free acrobat shows (
            Click here
            ). Teens will get a thrill from the Stratosphere Tower and its adrenaline-pumping rides (
            Click here
            ); another attractive hands-on option for teens is CSI: The Experience at MGM Grand (
            Click here
            ). Cirque du Soleil shows 
                Kà
             
            (Click here
            ), 
                Mystère 
            (
            Click here
            ) and 
                LOVE
             
            (Click here
            ) welcome all-ages audiences.
        

        
            For a fun, multimedia and educational experience, make time to head out to the Springs Preserve (
            Click here
            ) or the Lied Discovery Children’s Museum (
            Click here
            ). Mandalay Bay’s Shark Reef Aquarium (
            Click here
            ) and the MGM Grand’s Lazy River (
            Click here
            ) are entertaining, as are the hands-on water exhibits at Crystals (
            Click here
            ) and the animal exhibit at the Flamingo (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Local families with young children love the extensive outdoor children’s park at Town Square (
            Click here
            ). Out-of-town excursions, especially to the Grand Canyon (
            Click here
            ), make for unforgettable family adventures.
        

        
            
                Need to Know
            

            »
                
                    Changing facilities
                 
                Available in many hotels’ public restrooms.

            »
                
                    Childcare services 
                Hotel concierges provide lists of licensed babysitters.
            

            »
                
                    Cots/Cribs
                 
                Some hotels provide cribs or cots without a fee, but most charge around $35 a night. Always confirm ahead of time if you need extra sleeping provisions.

            »
                
                    Highchairs
                 
                Only at specifically kid-friendly eateries.

            »
                
                    Strollers
                 
                Not permitted in some of the higher-end resorts.

        


        
            Eating & Drinking
        

        
            When traveling with kids, skip the Strip’s lavish restaurants and opt for food court fare. Some of the best for easy and budget-friendly family dining include crepes at Paris–Las Vegas, pizza slices at New York–New York, to-go sandwiches at Planet Hollywood and the spacious food court at the MGM Grand. For sit-down meals, family-friendly eateries include Canter’s Deli at Treasure Island (
            Click here
            ), i❤burgers at the Palazzo (
            Click here
            ), the Grand Lux Café at the Venetian (
            Click here
            ), Rainforest Cafe at the MGM Grand (
            Click here
            ), and Serendipity 3 at Caesars Palace (
            Click here
            ). Don’t forget to take the little ones past the giant chocolate fountain at Bellagio (
            Click here
            ) – just be prepared to shell out for gelato afterwards.
        

        
            Getting Around
        

        
            Many upscale casino hotels, such as Bellagio, prohibit strollers on their grounds – call ahead before planning your day. Otherwise, the Strip is stroller-friendly, with protected pedestrian walkways, elevators and escalators separating the foot traffic from the crush of cars and buses. The Las Vegas Monorail is great for families. The Deuce and SDX bus lines are useful, though the ease of getting on and off depends on the friendliness of the driver.
        

        
            When traveling in taxis with little ones, keep in mind that car seats are not required for babies and children (and are not provided), but you may bring your own and put it in the taxi.
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                Dining in Vegas
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                Sin City has been studded with celebrity chefs for years – and now the foodie scene is officially on fire. Forget all-you-can-eat buffets and $5 ranch steaks: today’s high-rolling visitors demand ever more sophisticated dining experiences, with meals prepared by celebrity tastemakers such as Guy Savoy and Joël Robuchon. 
                    Bon appétit
                 
                – you’ll taste the same cuisine served at revered restaurants from New York to Paris to Shanghai.

        

        [image: the-best-end-gif]
            
                Late-Night Eats
            

            
                1 PEPPERMILL COFFEE SHOP (
                CLICK HERE
                )
            

            
                2 EARL OF SANDWICH (
                CLICK HERE
                )
            

            
                3 STRATTA (
                CLICK HERE
                )
            

            
                4 FIREFLY (
                CLICK HERE
                )
            

            
                5 ROXY’S DINER (
                CLICK HERE
                )
            

            
                6 ISLA MEXICAN KITCHEN & TEQUILA BAR (
                CLICK HERE
                )
            

        


        
            Celebs in the Kitchen
        

        
            Wolfgang Puck first upped the ante for Las Vegas casino restaurants when he imported his successful Spago restaurant from Beverly Hills to Caesars Palace in the early 1990s. Ever since then, a vainglorious parade of celebrity chefs have set up eateries at nearly every mega- 
            resort, with more famous names arriving every year. They don’t always stick around, however. And many famous names have almost nothing to do with the day-to-day operations of their namesake kitchens in Las Vegas.

        
            Bobby Flay, Mario Batali, Emeril Lagasse and Nobu Matsuhisa are just a few of the celebs seen on TV’s 
                Food Network
             
            who have proudly stamped their names on signature menus and over-the-top dining rooms at casino hotels. Other geniuses of the kitchen who have leapt onto the Strip include Michael Mina, David Burke, Françoise Payard, Todd English, Rick Moonen, Daniel Boulud and Charlie Trotter.

        
            What’s the big attraction here? Being bankrolled by a casino megaresort, for one. Then, there’s the fact that visitors are looser with their wallets in a gambling capital such as Las Vegas, where paying $200 for a chef’s tasting menu doesn’t seem outrageously expensive after a big win at the poker table.
        


        
            Old-School Vegas Dining
        

        
            Not into gastronomic name-dropping or see-and-be-seen dining?
        

        
            You can still get an old-school Vegas meal almost anywhere on the Strip or downtown. Just choose between the two Sin City classics – steakhouse or buffet – and work up an appetite.
        

        
            The city has scores of places to get a hunka burnin’ red meat. Extra props go to: STRIPSTEAK
              
            (
            Click here
            ), Steak House (
            Click here
            ), N9NE (
            Click here
            ) and Envy (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Vegetarians will be much happier with the fresh fruit, salad fixings, ethnic delicacies and desserts at classic Vegas buffets. The better buffets feature live-action stations specializing in omelettes, pasta and stir-fries. Among the starring dishes at opulent megaresorts are shrimp, lobster claws, carved-to-order roast meats, fresh fruit, house-made soups and salads from around the world. Show up early (eg before noon for Sunday brunch) for the most popular buffets in town, including Le Village Buffet (
            Click here
            ), the Carnival World Buffet (
            Click here
            ), the Spice Market Buffet (
            Click here
            ) and the new Wicked Spoon buffet (
            Click here
            ) at the Cosmopolitan Hotel. Remember, when it comes to Vegas buffets, the old adage ‘you get what you pay for’ is usually true.
        

        [image: the-best-end-gif]
            
                Tables with a View
            

            
                1 ALIZÉ (
                CLICK HERE
                )
            

            
                2 EIFFEL TOWER RESTAURANT (
                CLICK HERE
                )
            

            
                3 MIX (
                CLICK HERE
                )
            

            
                4 TOP OF THE WORLD (
                CLICK HERE
                )
            

        


        
            Sin-ful City
        

        
            There’s no end to the eating options in Vegas and almost every restaurant on the Strip and in the downtown core is found inside a casino hotel. In a city where the party never ends, it’s no surprise that every one them also has a 24-hour cafe, a fast-food court and a buffet. Budget-minded travelers and independent foodies should venture off the Strip to downtown bistros and ethnic eateries where in-the-know locals drink and dine for far less than what dazed tourists are shelling out on the Strip. Try Le Thai (
            Click here
            ), Firefly (
            Click here
            ), Chinatown Plaza (
            Click here
            ) or Bar + Bistro (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Scoring a Table
        

        
            If you’ve got your heart set on a particular restaurant, plan ahead, especially in high season. Most restaurants take reservations for dinner and sometimes lunch, so call ahead if you can, even if it’s just on the same day. Many restaurants in Las Vegas now offer online reservations, or try OpenTable (www.opentable.com), a free online booking service that may show tables still available even when the restaurant says it’s fully booked. If all else fails, ask your hotel concierge for help and be prepared to tip up to $20 for a primo reservation. 

        

        
            
Need to Know


            
                PRICE RANGES
            


The price of an average main course.

$ less than $10

$$ $10–20

$$$ more than $20

RESERVATIONS

Always reserve ahead for upscale restaurants.

TIPPING

The standard tip is 15% to 20% before tax.

USEFUL WEBSITES

The Las Vegas Review-Journal (www.lvrj.com) Runs thoughtful restaurant reviews.

Urban Spoon (www.urbanspoon/lasvegas) Excellent for ratings and critiques.

Open Table (www.opentable.com) A free online booking service.
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                The sensory overload of blindingly bright neon lights sign- 
                ifies that yeah, you’ve finally arrived on Las Vegas Blvd. The infamous Strip has the lion’s share of hulking casino hotels and megaresorts, all flashily competing to lure you (and your wallet) inside with larger-than-life production shows, celebrity-filled dance clubs, burlesque cabarets, kitschy karaoke rooms and jukebox dive bars.

        

        
            Watering Holes
        

        
            In Vegas a lot of drinking takes place while blearily staring down slot
            machines and gaming tables. Yet the Strip’s casinos, not to mention countless other nightspots around the city, offer plenty of diversity when it comes to 
            watering holes. With hundreds of places to imbibe and party after dark, you’ll never be left out to dry.

        
            Time to lay the cards on the table: it’s true, the vast majority of Sin City’s bars are smoke-filled. Antismoking laws banning cigarette, pipe and cigar smoking in certain public facilities are viewed with disgust, disdain and indignation by many locals. When in doubt, don’t light up without asking the bartender if it’s OK.
        

        
            On the other hand, Vegas has an extremely liberal policy when it comes to drinking in public – on the Strip, pedestrians can drink from open containers, though the containers must be plastic on certain busy holidays such as New Year’s Eve.
        

        
            Many bars stay open until the wee hours, and some never close. A lot offer two-for-one drinks and appetizers during happy hour (usually from 4pm until 7pm, although exact times vary from one place to another). ‘Graveyard’ happy hours start after midnight. Tip bartenders at least $1 per drink, or 10% to 15% per round.
        

        
            The ‘ultra lounge’ fad has stolen the scene in Vegas. What’s an ultra lounge, you ask? It’s a bar with lofty aspirations, often with a DJ-driven atmosphere, sexy staff, and sofas instead of a dance floor. Dance divas favor them as places to jumpstart an evening before moving on to the clubs. Sultry theme nights and hot DJs can make these lounges a destination in their own right. Some ultra lounges require you pay to get in, while others advertise no cover and no line. Turn up early for a good seat.
        

        
            
                It’s Free!
            

            
                When you’re down to the felt (your last dime), don’t despair. Some of Vegas’ most amusing diversions don’t cost a thing.
            

            »
                All the Strip’s a stage, with acrobats, animals and clowns at Circus Circus (
                Click here
                ) and court jesters at Excalibur (
                Click here
                ).
            

            »
                The Fall of Atlantis & Festival Fountain show features animatronic wonders inside the Forum Shops at Caesars Palace (
                Click here
                ).
            

            »
                Don’t miss the aquatic spectacular of Bellagio’s romantic fountains (
                Click here
                ).
            

            »
                Visit the mega-nuggets on display at Golden Nugget (
                Click here
                ).
            

            »
                Worship at the temple to the gods and goddesses of rock ’n’ roll at the Hard Rock casino (
                Click here
                ).
            

            »
                The laser light show at the Fremont Street Experience (
                Click here
                ) has all eyes looking toward heaven.
            

            »
                Mardi gras celebrations in Rio’s Masquerade Village (
                Click here
                ) erupt several times 
                a day.

            »
                Explore acres of gardens and the wildlife habitat at the Flamingo (
                Click here
                ).
            

            »
                Sexy high-seas hijinks have never been so hilarious as at 
                    Sirens of TI
                 
                (Click here
                ).
            

            »
                Mirage (
                Click here
                ) is a feast for the eyes and ears. Hear the rumbling of the volcano and the royal white tigers at feeding time.
            

            »
                Go window shopping for $1 million necklaces at Bellagio (
                Click here
                ), high fashion at Caesars’ Forum Shops (
                Click here
                ), a Ferrari at Wynn (
                Click here
                ) and stroll with minstrels in the Venetian’s Grand Canal Shoppes (
                Click here
                ).
            

        


        
            Low-Roller Cocktails
        

        
            The key to getting free drinks in Las Vegas casinos lies in the answer to this question: ‘Are you playing?’ Even if you’re just betting on the hot, hot penny slots, you 
                are
             
            playing and have met the not-so-rigid requirements for free booze.

        
            If you’re just walking through a casino and ask a cocktail waitress for a drink, expect her to ask you where you’re sitting. Replying that you’re just wandering aimlessly around and would prefer to do it with a drink in each hand isn’t going to get you fistfuls of hooch.
        

        
            If you’ve holed yourself up with a slot machine that doesn’t appear on the radar screen of a cocktail waitress, feel free to hunt one down, tell her where you’re sitting and ask her to bring you a drink. In fact, feel free to order two drinks. Unless you’re falling-down drunk or being obnoxious, the casino couldn’t care less how much swill you swallow.
        

        
            Remember, the gears of Las Vegas are greased by tips. The short-skirted cocktail waitress who descended on you like an angel and brought you booze in record time might vanish forever if you don’t favor her with a tip. The drink is free, but the cocktail waitress lives on tips. At least a buck per drink will keep her coming.
        

        
            
                That’s the Ticket!
            

            
                Most ticket outlets apply a surcharge for each ticket sold.
            

            
                
                    Tix 4 Tonight  
                (
                [image: iconphonegif]
                877-849-4868; www.tix4tonight.com;
                [image: iconhoursgif]
                11am-8pm)
                There are several in-person locations for same-day discount ticket sales; all but the biggest-ticket shows are up for grabs. 
                    Center Strip, outside Neiman Marcus 
                (Fashion Show, 3200 Las Vegas Blvd S;
                [image: iconbusgif]
                Deuce)
                ; 
                    South Strip
                 (Hawaii Marketplace, 3743 Las Vegas Blvd S; monorail MGM Grand)
                ; 
                    North Strip, just south of the Riviera 
                (2955 Las Vegas Blvd S;
                [image: iconbusgif]
                Deuce)
                ; 
                    Downtown 
                (Four Queens, 202 E Fremont St;
                [image: iconbusgif]
                Deuce).
                No phone sales.
            

            
                
                    Ticketmaster
                  (
                [image: iconphonegif]
                702-474-4000; www.ticketmaster.com; Macy’s West, Fashion Show, 3200 Las Vegas Blvd S;
                [image: iconhoursgif]
                10am-8:30pm;
                [image: iconbusgif]
                Deuce) 
                Broker for mega-concerts and sporting events.

            
                
                    Vegas.com  
                (
                [image: iconphonegif]
                702-992-7990, 866-807-4697; www.vegas.com) 
                Sells tickets to a variety of high-profile and low-budget shows, sporting events and touring exhibitions, as well as nightclub VIP and front-of-the-line passes.

        


        
            Catch a Show
        

        
            Las Vegas doesn’t call itself the entertainment capital of the world for nothing. A person can go broke seeing and doing all there is to see and do in Las Vegas, but you can also be entertained for next to nothing (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            The much-ballyhooed invasion of the Strip by Broadway showstoppers looks unstoppable. Big productions such as 
                Jersey Boys
            
            , 
                Spamalot
            
            and a special-effects rendition of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
                Phantom of the Opera
            
            , complete with an onstage lake and a multi-million dollar replica of the Paris Opera House chandelier, have swept through town for limited runs. Look for similarly big-ticket shows gracing the Strip’s stages.
        

        
            Meanwhile, the Cirque du Soleil empire keeps expanding, most recently with the addition of the whimsical 
                LOVE
            
            (featuring the music of the Beatles) at Mirage, and the sexed-up 
                Zumanity
            
            at New York–New York. Not to be outdone by Cirque’s aquatic show 
                O, 
            at Bellagio Steve Wynn opened a competing water-acrobatics extravaganza, 
                La Rêve – The Dream 
            at the Wynn, adding to the colorful stable of Vegas spectacles. Ticket prices to all shows at casino hotels on and off the Strip are inflated (it helps to think of them in ‘Vegas dollars’).
        

        
            This is Vegas, so there’s first-rate comedy, too, as well as heavyweight rock stars in constant rotation. Resident shows of late have included Jerry Seinfeld, Celine Dion and Rod Stewart, and the megaresorts’ venues host a veritable who’s-who of famous faces and voices throughout the calendar year.
        

        
            Old-school production shows at smaller casinos feature a variety of song, dance and magic numbers that often don’t follow a story line. Capitalizing on Sin City’s reputation there is also a grab-bag of erotically themed shows, from rock musicals to late-night vampire revues, all featuring topless showgirls.
        

        
            
                Megavenues
            

            
                Headliners often appear at these casino showrooms and mega-event arenas:
            

            
                
                    Caesars Palace Colosseum  
                (

                Click here
                )
                Elton John, Celine Dion and Bette Midler are among the pop-music legends who have burned up the stage at the 4100-seat Colosseum.
            

            
                
                    Smith Center  
                (

                Click here
                ) 
                This brand-new, sustainably built, performing arts center has already drawn big names from Willie Nelson to David Sedaris.

            
                
                    LVH Theater
                  (

                Click here
                ) 
                The 1700-seat Hilton Theater, where Elvis staged his Las Vegas comeback, carries on the tradition of big-name acts such as Barry Manilow and Liza Minnelli at the newly named Las Vegas Hotel & Casino.

            
                
                    Mandalay Bay  
                (

                Click here
                ) 
                Major touring musical acts from opera singers to country and western superstars regularly fill the 12,000-seat arena in the Mandalay Bay Events Center. Summer concerts at Mandalay Beach have brought the Go-Gos and Lyle Lovett to Sin City.

            
                
                    MGM Grand Garden Arena  
                (
                Click here
                ) When pop stars such as U2, Alicia Keys and the Rolling Stones come to town, they play the 16,800-seat MGM Grand Garden Arena. David Copperfield and Chris Isaak have appeared in the intimate 740-seat Hollywood Theatre.
            

            
                
                    Planet Hollywood  
                (

                Click here
                )
                Acts at the upgraded 7000-seat Theater for the Performing Arts and the 1500-seat showroom range from musical blockbusters to magicians and comedy kingpins.
            

            
                
                    Hard Rock Hotel  
                (

                Click here
                ) 
                Hipster bands make regular appearances at this rock ’n’ roll resort.

        


        
            Hit the Clubs
        

        
            No expense has been spared to bring nightclubs in the Strip’s megaresorts on a par with Los Angeles and New York. Wildly extravagant dance floors both on and off Las Vegas Blvd are like a Hollywood set designer’s dream. Disappointingly, DJs tend to play it safe, spinning mainstream grooves and mash-ups aimed to appeal to the masses. Opening hours vary, though most clubs are closed early in the week.
        

        
            Typical cover charges are $30 on weekends, $20 on weeknights, with women typically paying less. VIP and front-of-the-line passes are sold on websites such as www.vegas.com, or try emailing or calling the club directly to get on the guest list or for a bottle-service reservation ($200 minimum per foursome). Note that it’s not always necessary to pay, especially if you’re traveling without men – a group of women usually moves to the front of the line, and many clubs run ‘free champagne’ or ‘women drink free from 10pm to midnight’ specials. It pays to do your research ahead of time.
        

        
            Vegas Clubbing 101
        

        
            Brave the velvet rope – or skip it altogether – with these nightlife survival tips we culled from the inner circle of Vegas doormen, VIP hosts, and concierges.
        

        »
            Dress the part. The better you present yourself, the better your chances of moving into the club without an extended delay. Women can get away with jeans, but men need to look sharp to get into the high-end nightlife venues. (Just channel Vince Vaughn in the Vegas scenes of 
                Swingers:
             
            ‘You’re so money, baby. You’re so money and you don’t even know it.’)

        »
            Avoid waiting in that long line by booking ahead with a club promoter such as Chris Hornak of Free Vegas Club Passes (www.freevegasclubpasses.com).
        

        »
            Look for the club’s own promoters, usually standing on the casino floor of the corresponding resort – they’re often giving out passes for expedited entry and free drinks, especially to well-dressed women or small groups.
        

        »
            Ask the concierge of your hotel for clubbing suggestions – he or she will almost always have free passes for clubs, or be able to make you reservations with the VIP host.
        

        »
            To see a different side of the scene, show up for ‘industry night’, when locals get in free. That’s when the clubs seem least like Las Vegas, and you may not always have to fight your way in past the bouncers.
        

        »
            If you hit blackjack at the high-roller table or just want to splurge, think about bottle service. Yes, it’s expensive (starting at around $200 to $500 and upwards for a bottle, including mixers, plus tax and tip), but it usually waives cover charge (and waiting in line) for your group, plus you get to chill out at a table – valuable ‘real estate’ in club speak.
        

        
            You Can Leave Your Hat On
        

        
            Vegas is the original adult Disneyland. Prostitution may be illegal, but there are plenty of places offering the illusion of sex on demand. Unescorted women are not welcome at most clubs, especially not on busy nights. Bring cash for tips.
        

        
            At 
                Club Paradise
             
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-734-7990; www.clubparadise.net; 4416 Paradise Rd; cover $20-40;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            6pm-6am;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            108)
            unearthly showgirls look as if they’ve stepped out of the pages of a gentleman’s magazine. Stripteases and specialty acts are tame, but they do have showbiz appeal, especially for couples. You might see ex-Cirque du Soleil acrobats here, or women in evening wear fitted for a Miss USA pageant.
        

        
            The glam factor is high at the 
                Spearmint Rhino
              (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-796-3600; www.spearmintrhino.com; 3340 S Highland Dr; cover $20;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr)
            . The exotic-looking women are beautiful and the dances flawless, but you can’t escape the feeling of being hustled. The club is so popular that it’s often standing-room only, so arrive early for the best seats. Not even the FBI’s ‘Operation G-Sting’ (aka ‘Strippergate’) could keep the doors of 
                Crazy Horse 3
              (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            673-1700; www.crazyhorse3.com; 3525 W Russell Rd; cover $30;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            104, free pick-up with reservation)
            closed forever. The legendary gentleman’s club, where porn star Jenna Jameson got started, moved to just off I-15. This adult playground has a hookah lounge, all-night sushi bar and live rock bands. The Posh Boutique Nightclub takes up adjacent space.
        

        
            The movie 
                Showgirls 
            was filmed at 
                Cheetah’s
             
             
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-384-0074; 2112 Western Ave; cover $10-20;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr)
            , but real life is nothing like that. A few call it classy, some call it frat-boy; you can afford to judge for yourself, with cover charges this low. Expect lots of neon and almost a dozen stripper poles.
        

        
            Everything is larger than life at 
                Sapphire
              (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-796-6000; www.sapphirelasvegas.com; 3025 S Industrial Rd; cover $30-50;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            213, free pick-up with reservation)
            the ‘world’s largest men’s club’, with a stable of thousands of entertainers and VIP skyboxes overlooking the showroom that’s cheesily dominated by a story-high martini glass and nearly nude women prancing on a catwalk overhead. Beefy men strip upstairs in the Playgirl Club on Friday and Saturday nights.
        

        
            Located on Las Vegas Blvd (two blocks north of the Stratosphere), 
                Olympic
              
                Garden
             
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-386-9200; www.ogvegas.com; 1531 Las Vegas Blvd S; cover $30;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            Deuce, free pick-up with reservation)
            is billed as ‘the only strip club on the Strip.’ The unpretentious OG wins high marks from topless-club aficionados – and the nickname ‘Silicone Valley’ from the competition. More than 50 dancers work the rooms at any given time, so there’s something to please everyone. Studs strip upstairs for the ladies Wednesday through Sunday nights; with the ‘boys upstairs, girls downstairs’ concept, it’s popular with mixed groups of men and women.
        

        
            Gay & Lesbian Las Vegas
        

        
            Nicknamed the Fruit Loop, the epicenter of Sin City’s gay and lesbian nightlife is about a mile east of the Strip, along Paradise Rd, south of Harmon Ave and the Hard Rock casino hotel. Most bars, clubs and drag showrooms found here are oriented toward men, but host women-only nights. A more stealth gay scene orbits the Commercial Center, east of the Strip on Sahara Ave. Gay megaclub Krave (
            Click here
            ) is the Strip’s only predominantly gay venue. Looking to spend the night somewhere especially gay-friendly? The Wynn (
            Click here
            ) has its own ‘Pride Concierge’ catering to LGBT guests.
        

        
            Annual events include 
                Las Vegas Pride
              (www.lasvegaspride.org)
            in May, and 
                gay rodeo events
              (www.ngra.com)
            . To plug into the city’s current scene, 
                QVegas  
            (www.qvegas.com)
            offers online downloads of the monthly magazine, which is also freely available at 
                Get Booked
              (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            737-7780; www.getbooked.com; 4640 S Paradise Rd;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-midnight Sun-Thu, 10am-2am Fri & Sat)
            . Community websites include www.outinlasvegas.com and www.gayvegastravel.com.
        

        
            Gay-oriented nightlife spots include 
                Freezone
              (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-794-2300; www.freezonelv.com; 610 E Naples Dr, off Paradise Rd;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            108)
            where every night is a party. Check the lineup: some nights feature go-go girls, others go-go boys, drag cabaret and karaoke. The gay universe of the Fruit Loop orbits 
                Piranha
              (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-379-9500; www.piranhavegas.com; 4633 Paradise Rd; cover up to $20;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            9pm-late;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            108)
            ,
            
            a two-story club lavishly designed with aquariums, waterfalls and fireplaces. It hosts outrageous theme parties, from wicked fantasylands to porn-star searches.
        

        
            Along the same lines is 
                Gipsy
              (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-731-1919; www.gipsylv.net; 4605 Paradise Rd; cover $5;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10pm-dawn;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            108)
            , once the premier gay dance club in town. The tried-and-true club draws a crowd to its ginormous dance floor ruled by go-go dancers and a 
                Vogue
            
            -worthy crowd of hotties with attitude. Looking for something more down-tempo? 
                Suede
              (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-791-3463; 4640 S Paradise Rd;
            [image: iconbusgif]
            108)
            is decked out in purple-velvet banquettes and crystal chandeliers. This restaurant and lounge is a mellow spot where amateur drag shows, gay karaoke and live music often take the stage.
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                Shopping
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                Surprisingly, Las Vegas has evolved into a sophisticated shopping destination. Inter- 
                national purveyors of haute couture on the Strip cater to cashed-up clientele, whether it’s catwalk fashions fresh off this year’s runways, diamond jewels once worn by royalty or imported sports cars. But Sin City is still the kind of place where pornstar-worthy bling, Elvis wigs and other tacky souvenirs just fly off the shelves, too.

        

        
            Retail Therapy
        

        
            If all you want is a T-shirt, bumper sticker or shot glass announcing that you’ve been to ‘Fabulous Las Vegas,’ tacky souvenirs are everywhere. But if you’re looking for something more unusual, the city’s specialty shops are full of cool kitsch and priceless collectibles, from vintage casino memorabilia to showgirls’ feather boas and real-life poker tables.
        

        
            Megamalls dominate the scene. The Strip has the highest-octane shopping action, with upscale boutiques found inside casino-resorts from Encore to Mandalay Bay. Downtown and west of the Strip you’ll find wigs, naughty adult goods and raunchy lingerie. Vintage clothing stores, antiques shops and art galleries are reviving downtown’s arts district, radiating outward from the intersection of Main St and Charleston Blvd. East of the Strip near UNLV, Maryland Pkwy is chock-a-block with hip, cheapo shops. Trendy one-off boutiques are scarce, but they’re popping up in the ’burbs, where discount outlet malls are also found.
        

        
            Retail shopping hours are normally 10am to 9pm (to 6pm Sunday), but casino shops, arcades and malls typically stay open until 11pm (midnight on Friday and Saturday). Christmas is one of the few holidays when most shops close.
        

        
            
                Sequins & Feathers
            

            
                Most of the fashion designs that Vegas can call its own were made for the stage. Liberace indulged in a fabulous excess of velvet, fur, sequins and feathers when performing. Elvis wore a karate 
                    gi
                
                -inspired white jumpsuit designed by Bill Belew for his comeback concert in 1969. More famous are what Vegas showgirls wear (or don’t wear, as the case may be). In the early 1980s, Bob Mackie, an LA-based TV, movie and Broadway costume designer, created the original outfits for Bally’s long-running showgirl revue 
                    Jubilee! 
                (
                Click here
                ). They are still used in the show today, in which female dancers must don elaborately beaded and feathered costumes and headdresses weighing up to a whopping 35lb. For your own souvenir feather boa, visit Rainbow Feather Dyeing Co (
                Click here
                ).
            

        


        
            High Design
        

        
            The Strip’s foremost shopping areas are located around the casino-resorts. Without a doubt, the poshest shops and most striking design can be found at CityCenter’s Crystals (
            Click here
            ). With a metal and glass facade looking like an angular Frank Gehry design, this mall wins on looks alone. Inside you’ll find decadent designer boutiques (Louis Vuitton, Versace, Nanette Lepore, Carolina Herrera and Roberto Cavalli), exquisite jewelers and specialty shops. More accessible and almost as stylish is the Strip’s Fashion Show (
            Click here
            ), Nevada’s biggest and flashiest mall. You can’t miss it – the structure is capped with ‘The Cloud,’ a multimedia canopy that resembles a flamenco hat. Underneath are 250-plus chain stores surrounded by giant department stores and popular eateries.
        

        
            Resort Wear
        

        
            In the Forum Shops (
            Click here
            ), Caesars Palace plays fanciful homage to an ancient Roman marketplace housing 160 designer emporia, including one-name catwalk wonders such as Armani and Versace; specialty boutiques including fashionable Intermix and Agent Provocateur for lingerie; Kiehl’s old-world apothecary and modern MAC cosmetics; and Max Brenner’s haute designer chocolates. At the Venetian’s Italianate mall, the Grand Canal Shoppes (
            Click here
            ), faux cobblestone passageways wind past more than 80 luxury shops, including Godiva, Movado, Kenneth Cole and Sephora. Grander still are the newer Shoppes at the Palazzo (
            Click here
            ), featuring Diane von Furstenberg, Jimmy Choo, Barneys New York and Cole Haan. The seemingly never- 
            ending Miracle Mile Shops (Click here
            ), more than 1.5 miles long, houses 170 contemporary retailers and more than a dozen restaurants.
        

        
            Unique Boutiques
        

        
            Quirky ‘only in Vegas’ buys abound downtown and along the north Strip. For customizable poker chips and gambling accoutrements, head to the Gambler’s General Store (
            Click here
            ). If you can’t go home without your own showgirl-style feather boa, stop into the Rainbow Feather Dyeing Co (
            Click here
            ), or just borrow a stage-worthy getup from Williams Costume Co (Click here). Pick up your souvenir Vegas shot glass at the campy Bonanza Gifts (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Spending off the Strip
        

        
            Brand-name bargain hunters head to jam-packed outlet malls such as Las Vegas Premium Outlets (
            Click here
            ), which boasts designer names including Armani Exchange, Calvin Klein, DKNY, Dolce & Gabbana and Kenneth Cole, along with a few casual brands such as True Religion. The new Town Square (
            Click here
            ) shopping complex offers pedestrian-friendly outdoor galleries, shops and eateries, plus a cool, kid-friendly playground.
        

        
            The Fashion Outlets, with more than 100 designer outlet stores, runs a 
                Shopper’s Shuttle
             
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-874-1400; www.fashionoutletlasvegas.com/shuttle_schedule.shtm; round-trip $15; online reservation) 
            from MGM Grand Hotel, the Miracle Mile Shops at Planet Hollywood, Las Vegas Hotel & Casino and Fashion Show.
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                Gambling
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                You’re on your third martini. You just won the last three hands. Adrenaline pumping, you double down and lose the down payment on your next car. For every game except poker, the house has a statistical winning edge over the gambler and for nearly every payout, the house ‘holds’ a small portion of the winnings. Have fun, but understand the games you’re playing and leave when you’re ahead.
            

        

        
            Poker
        

        
            The good news is that poker is a ‘beatable’ game. Most card rooms take only a small percentage of each pot – the rake – leaving the vast majority of the money to be won and lost by the players themselves. Luck still plays a major role in determining success, but a shrewd poker player who waits for the right opportunities can, over the long haul, be a winner. While it’s not the only game in town, Texas hold’em is far and away the most common.
        

        
            
                Poker Hands
            

            
                You’ll probably want to commit these rankings to memory before you sit down with the sharks:
            

            
                
                    Royal Flush  
                A straight, ace through 10, all of the same suit. Eg A♣ K♣ Q♣ J♣ 10♣.
            

            
                
                    Straight Flush  
                Five consecutive cards of the same suit. The ace can be used for the high or the low end of the straight. Eg A♠ 2♠ 3♠ 4♠ 5♠. Note that ‘wrapping around’ is 
                    not
                 
                permitted. Eg J♦ Q♥ K♦ A♠ 2♠.

            
                
                    Four of a Kind  
                Exactly what the name suggests. Also called a ‘case.’ Eg 7♣ 7♠ 7♥ 7♦ 9♣.
            

            
                
                    Full House  
                Three of a kind, plus a pair. Also called a ‘boat.’ Eg 5♣ 5♦ 5♥ J♥ J♠.
            

            
                
                    Flush  
                Any five cards of the same suit. Eg A♥ Q♥ 8♥ 5♥ 3♥. If two or more players both have a flush, ties are broken by the highest flush card (or cards).
            

            
                
                    Straight  
                Five consecutive cards of any suit. Eg K♦ Q♣ J♦ 10♠ 9♠.
            

            
                
                    Three of a Kind  
                Also called ‘trips,’ or a ‘set.’ Eg 3♣ 3♦ 3♥ Q♥ 5♦.
            

            
                
                    Two Pair  
                If two or more players have the same two-pair, the fifth card, or ‘kicker,’ is used to decide the winner. Eg J♦ J♥ 5♣ 5♦ 7♣ beats J♣ J♥ 5♣ 5♦ 2♣.
            

            
                
                    One Pair  
                When your two hole cards match, you are said to have a pocket or wired pair. 
                Eg Q♥ Q♠ A♥ 10♠ 8♥.

            
                
                    High Cards  
                If no one has a pair or better, the player with the highest cards wins. 
                Eg A♦ K♣ 7♦ 6♥ 2♠ beats A♦ 10♥ 7♦ 3♦ 2♠.

        


        
            Blackjack
        

        
            Players love blackjack for many reasons. It’s fairly easy to master the basic strategies. The rules are fairly simple: you’re going to get some cards, the dealer is going to get some cards, and each of you is going to add them up. ‘Number’ cards (2 through to 10) are worth their face value, ‘picture’ cards (jacks, queens and kings) are worth 10, and the aces are worth 1 or 11, whichever works out to be more advantageous. The hand that comes closest to 21 – without going over – wins.
        

        
            [image: blackjack-strategy-table]

        

        
            Slot Machines
        

        
            The slots are wildly popular and the simplest games of all to play – you just put money in and pull the handle (or push a button). The player has no effect on the outcome. The probabilities are programmed into the machine, and the chances of winning (or more likely, losing) are the same on every pull. Some machines pay back a higher proportion of the money deposited than others; those with larger-than-average returns (up to 98%) are called ‘loose’. Nevertheless, the melodiously hypnotic ‘Ding! Ding! Ding!’ of the slots and short-skirted cocktail waitresses serving free drinks tend to keep the seats filled.
        

        
            Video Poker
        

        
            Video poker machines deal five electronic cards. Typically you select the cards you want to hold, then draw again to complete a five-card hand. The ‘payout’ (or the amount you win) follows the same order of winning hands as at poker table games. 

        
            Quarter video poker machines are common, though typical minimum bets vary from a nickel to $5. Before your hand is dealt you must have decided whether to bet the minimum (one coin) or the maximum (usually five coins). There is no real statistical advantage in betting two, three or four coins instead of just one, so unless you’re prepared to wager the maximum (ie five coins) every time, it's probably a good idea to stick to playing one coin per hand.
        

        
            
                Gambling Terms
            

            
                
                    All in
                 
                To bet everything you’ve got.

            
                
                    Ante
                 
                A starting wager required to play table games.

            
                
                    Comps
                 
                Freebies (eg buffet passes, show tickets, hotel rooms) given to players.

            
                
                    Cooler
                 
                An unlucky gambler who makes everyone else lose.

            
                
                    Eye in the sky
                 
                High-tech casino surveillance systems.

            
                
                    Fold
                 
                To throw in your cards and stop betting.

            
                
                    High roller
                 
                A gambler who bets big (aka ‘whale’).

            
                
                    Let it ride
                 
                To roll over a winning wager into the next bet.

            
                
                    Low roller
                 
                A small-time gambler (eg likes 1 cent slot machines).

            
                
                    Marker 
                IOU credit-line debt owed to a casino.
            

            
                
                    One-armed bandit
                 
                Old-fashioned nickname for a slot machine.

            
                
                    Pit boss
                 
                A card dealer's supervisor on the casino floor.

            
                
                    Sucker bet
                 
                A gamble on nearly impossible odds.

            
                
                    Toke 
                A tip or gratuity.
            

        


        
            Craps
        

        
            A lively, fast-paced craps table has players shouting, crowds gathering around a sexy woman ‘shooter’ and everyone hoping for a ‘hot’ streak of the dice. The odds are exactly the same on every roll, but that doesn’t seem to stop people from betting on their ‘hunches’ and believing that certain numbers are ‘due.’ 

        
            Since the betting possibilities are complicated, and shift as play continues, it’s important to spend some time studying a betting guide and to begin playing with the simplest wager (on the pass/don’t pass line), which as it happens, is also one of the better bets in the casino.
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                Sports & Activities
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                Bodily indulgences abound in Las Vegas – but most are not of the healthy, life-affirming variety. If your idea of being active doesn’t involve tattoos or body shots, you can hike, rock climb or mountain bike outside the city limits, swing a golf club, pump iron or unwind in one of Sin City’s super-indulgent spas.
            

        

        
            Fitness Centers
        

        
            Many casino-hotel spas have small workout rooms or even fully fledged fitness facilities, access to which is included in the cost of a day pass (usually between $15 and $30). Some of the best include those at Mandalay Bay, Caesars Palace and ARIA.
        

        
            Upscale hotels aimed at business travelers may have free but very limited fitness facilities (eg a cardio room with treadmills and a stationary bike, plus a small swimming pool). Getting into off-Strip gyms often requires being a local or paying for a membership (try downloading a free multiday trial pass online), though some will let out-of-town visitors pay $10 to $25 per day. Proper attire and non-street shoes are always required.
        

        
            
                Strip it Real Good
            

            
                Exotic dancers are Vegas icons. So Sin City is just about the perfect place to work sexy pole dancing into your exercise routine. Mimicking strippers’ moves can be an amazing athletic workout: marketed as ‘pole dancing for housewives,’ women-only exotic dance classes are offered by fitness studios and are designed to help nervous Nellies bring out their inner blonde bombshell.
            

            
                The original experience, 
                    Stripper 101
                  (
                [image: iconphonegif]
                702-260-7200; www.stripper101.com; Planet Hollywood, 3667 Las Vegas Blvd S; tickets $40-70;
                [image: iconhoursgif]
                schedule varies)
                , is in a cabaret setting complete with strobe lights, cocktails and feather boas. It’s popular with bachelorettes, who walk away with a certificate guaranteeing that they’re a ‘genuine Las Vegas stripper.’ Don’t worry, though: no nudity is allowed. Bring comfy workout clothes and shoes, plus a pair of high heels to practice in.
            

        


        
            Golf & Tennis
        

        
            Golf season is in full swing from fall through spring, depending on temperatures (summers are too darn hot). Morning tee times are cooler year-round, but ‘twilight’ green fees are cheapest, especially if you tee off during the sweltering midday heat. Tee-time reservations should preferably be made several weeks in advance. For discounts and last-minute availability, book through 
                Las Vegas Preferred Tee Times
              (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            877-255-7277; www.lvptt.com)
            or 
                Vegas.com
              (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            800-864-9587; www.vegas.com)
            .
        

        
            There are dozens of golf courses in Las Vegas Valley, most within just 10 miles of the Strip; ask your hotel’s concierge desk. If you happen to be staying at the Wynn, you have access (for a fee) to the Wynn Country Club (
            Click here
            ), the only golf course ‘on the Strip.’
        

        
            Rather swing a racket than a club? On the Strip, Bally’s (
            
            Click here
            )
            and the Flamingo (
            Click here
            ) have lighted tennis courts and pro shops offering private lessons and group clinics.
        

        
            Swimming Pools
        

        
            Casino-hotel pools are generally reserved for guests only, except during summer pool-party club events. Keep in mind that most casino-hotel pools are made for lounging, not getting exercise. Bally’s (
            Click here
            ) has a free-form, Olympic-size swimming pool that’s 12ft deep at one end. A few gyms have lap pools and aquatic exercise areas, too.
        

        
            Spa Day
        

        
            Most day spas offer massage therapy, facials, manicures and pedicures, and waxing and tanning services. Some spas are reserved for hotel guests on weekends, such as at Bellagio, while other are for guests-only at all times. If you’re not a hotel guest and you can get in, day-use spa passes cost from $20 to $45, but this fee is often waived with a treatment of $75 or more. Multiday passes score small discounts. Expect to pay $120 minimum for a 50-minute massage and at least $75 for a ‘quickie’ facial or body scrub. More exotic treatments easily exceed $200 per hour. Salon stylists charge $50 or more for a haircut or updo. Tip spa staff around 15% of the total bill if a service charge hasn’t already been included. Fruit, juices and healthy snacks are usually gratis.
        


[image: image]Spa Bellagio (Click here), 
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            Head for the Hills
        

        
            For active travelers aching for a huge shot of endorphins, there are plenty of options outside the city limits that can easily be undertaken in a day. Nearby Red Rock Canyon has excellent rock climbing and hiking, and there’s good mountain biking to be had outside Boulder City. Those keen to get on the water can head to Lake Mead (
            Click here
            ), where boating, fishing and water sports opportunities abound, or try paddling on the Colorado River below Hoover Dam (
            Click here
            ).
        

        
            Southern Nevada is also ranching country, and joining a horseback riding tour is one of the best ways to explore it. 
                Red Rock Casino Hotel Spa
              (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-797-7777, 866-767-7773; www.redrocklasvegas.com; 11011 W Charleston Blvd, east of I-215 exit 22)
            has designed an ‘adventure spa’ offering guided hiking, mountain-biking, rock-climbing, horseback-riding and kayaking trips. Many out-of-town tour operators sell guided activity trips around the region, too. 
                Pink Jeep Tours
              (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-895-6777; www.pinkjeeptours.com; half-day tour $97)
            runs an excellent half-day tour to Red Rock that includes a knowledgeable guide and hotel pick-up. For something a little more adventurous, try 
                Scoot City Tours
             
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-699-5700; www.scootcitytours.com; half-day tour for 2 people $250)
            , in which you’ll drive your own rental scootercar through the national park in a semi-guided tour.
        

        
            Spectator Sports
        

        
            Although Vegas doesn’t have any professional sports franchises, it is a city of die-hard sports fans. You can wager on just about anything at casinos’ race and sports books, and nearly every watering hole runs Monday Night Football specials.
        

        
            World-class championship boxing draws in fans from all over the globe; take a look at www.boxinginlasvegas.com for the latest news, ringside pics and fight schedules.
        

        
            Auto racing at the Las Vegas Motor Speedway is enormously popular, especially during Nascar Weekend (
            Click here
            ) in March. The premier rodeo event of the year is the Wrangler National Finals Rodeo (
            Click here
            ), held every December.
        

        
            
                UNLV Runnin' Rebels  
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            739-3267, 866-388-3267; www.unlvtickets.com)
            college football and basketball teams enjoy a patriotic local following. With a googly-eyed alien mascot, the minor-league 
                Las Vegas 51s
             
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            386-7200; www.lv51.com; Cashman Field, 850 Las Vegas Blvd N) 
            baseball team, a franchise of the MLB Toronto Blue Jays, plays home games from late April through August. Affiliated with the NHL Phoenix Coyotes, the minor-league 
                Las Vegas Wranglers  (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            471-7825; www.lasvegaswranglers.com)
            ice-hockey team faces off at the Orleans Arena from October to April. If you adore watching bitchy, buxom girls on wheels, there’s the riotous 
                Sin City Rollergirls
              (www.sincityrollergirls.com; Las Vegas Roller Hockey Center, 800 Karen Ave) 
            roller derby team.
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                Sleeping
            

        

        
            
                Need to Know
            

            
                PRICES
            

            
                The following price ranges refer to a double room in high season. Tax, breakfast and resort fees, which vary, are not included.
            

            
                
                    $
                 
                less than $100

            
                
                    $$
                 
                $100–200

            
                
                    $$$
                 
                more than $200

            
                RESERVATIONS
            

            
                Whatever you do, don’t arrive in town without a reservation.
            

            
                SMOKING
            

            
                Most hotels offer nonsmoking rooms, but that doesn’t mean they’ll be entirely smoke-free. If that worries you, make reservations at hotels that are 
                    entirely 
                nonsmoking.
            

            
                CHECK-IN & OUT
            

            
                Check-in time at casino hotels is usually 3pm or 4pm. Check-out is 11am or, in some lucky cases, noon.
            

            
                BREAKFAST
            

            
                Breakfast is not included at most Vegas hotels, though round-the-clock room service is available at most casino-resorts.
            

        

        
            Accommodation Types
        

        
            Vegas hits the jackpot, with more than 150,000 guest rooms. Even if a bankroll isn’t burning a hole in your pocket, a little luxury can be had more cheaply here than almost anywhere else in the world. On your first trip to Las Vegas, almost any casino hotel on the Strip will dazzle, but don’t go by name recognition alone. The central Strip is where most of the magnificent megaresorts are and where the hottest action is, and you’ll pay for it. The south Strip is a comfy compromise: you’ll get the full Vegas experience, but for less dough. Some famous casino hotels on the north Strip have the most disappointing rooms and location. Downtown is for local gamblers and penny-pinchers who’ve tired of the Strip scene. Outlying hotels offer some deals, if you’re willing to make the trip.
        

        
            Don’t be surprised if many of the hotel room amenities you’re used to are missing in Las Vegas. Most casino-hotel rooms do not have coffeemakers, refrigerators or individual climate control. This is intended to drive you out of your room and back into the casino. Families and travelers who need more amenities will be better off at nongaming and/or off-Strip hotels. Though Las Vegas does have a few youth hostels, they’re located in a sketchy area between the Strip and downtown; they’re not good value, especially with the increasingly affordable prices of hotel rooms.
        

        
            Casino-Resorts
        

        
            Even so-called ‘standard’ guest rooms at casino hotels may have luxurious bathrooms with marble tubs, high-tech bells and whistles such as flat screen TVs and CD-player alarm clocks, and attention lavished on details. Impeccable service 24/7, a concierge with a can-do attitude, and expedited check-in/check-out are par for the course.
        

        
            Hotels
        

        
            You’ll trade off convenience for peace and quiet (and probably a cheaper room rate) by staying off the Strip or at one of the classic nongaming, downtown hotels. Though these often offer swimming pools and extra amenities, they’re more family-friendly than hip – they won’t necessarily deliver the wild Vegas experience most short-term visitors are looking for.
        

        
            Costs
        

        
            During holidays and major events, all of the desirable rooms (and even the undesirable ones) will be booked out months in advance. Unless you’re on a junket yourself, avoid visiting the city during huge conventions. Colossal crowds during major events and holidays such as New Year’s Eve can be annoying, not to mention costly, as hotels jack up their room rates and standard rooms become scarce.
        

        
            It can pay to phone the hotel directly to ask for a better deal. Always ask whether the hotel will be undergoing renovations during your visit and whether or not the swimming pool will be open. Finally, don’t try to book a hotel room during weekends. Wait until Sunday night or Monday morning instead, and you’ll often see room rates drop across the board.
        

        
            Before You Go
        

        
            It often pays to check with the hotel you are staying at a few days or a week in advance to see if the rates you were quoted when you booked your room have changed. If they’ve fallen, you can keep the difference – simply by asking that your quoted rate be changed.
        

        
            The savings can be substantial: let’s say that on July 1 you booked a room at the MGM Grand for the first week of August at a cost of $139 per night. On July 21 you check the MGM Grand’s online booking engine and learn that a room during the first week of August is now going for $89. If you phone the hotel directly and tell the reservations agent that you’ve already reserved a room that week at $139 per day, and that you’d like your rate lowered to $89, they’ll often make the adjustment.
        

        
            Useful Websites
        

        
            
                Lonelyplanet.com
              (www.lonelyplanet.com) 
            Lonely Planet’s hotel portal.

        
            
                Booking Buddy
              (www.bookingbuddy.com) 
            Compares booking websites’ rates.

        
            
                Travelzoo
              (www.travelzoo.com) 
            Alerts you to discount hotel deals.

        
            
                Priceline
              (www.priceline.com) 
            Lets you bid on your room.

        
            
                Where to Stay
            

            	
                                
                                    NEIGHBORHOOD
                                

                            	
                                
                                    FOR
                                

                            	
                                
                                    AGAINST
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    THE STRIP
                                

                            	
                                
                                    You’re in the middle of the action – casino hotels offer easy access to glamorous resorts, dining, shopping and entertainment.
                                

                            	
                                
                                    Some resorts are huge and impersonal, plus you’ll pay an arm and a leg in ‘resort fees’ and other hidden costs.
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    DOWNTOWN
                                

                            	
                                
                                    Vintage Vegas charm, cheaper nightly rates and excellent but affordable dining and drinking options.
                                

                            	
                                
                                    Distance from the heart of the Strip action. Some areas off Fremont St aren’t safe after dark.
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    EAST OF THE STRIP
                                

                            	
                                
                                    Proximity to the happening Hard Rock, plus a vibrant local dining and nightlife scene.
                                

                            	
                                
                                    Getting around isn’t easy unless you have a car. It’s not particularly convenient to return here late at night.
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    WEST OF THE STRIP
                                

                            	
                                
                                    Close to the nightlife at the Palms and Rio resorts, plus the ethnic food enclave of Chinatown.
                                

                            	
                                
                                    You will need a car unless you’re patient with buses or willing to shell out extra cash for taxis.
                                

                            


            
        

    

    
        
            Best Places to Stay
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                Transport
            

        

        
        
            Getting to 
            Las Vegas

        
            Despite being in the middle of a desert, Las Vegas is a surprisingly easy city to reach. Most visitors arrive in one of two ways: either driving across the California–Nevada border or flying into McCarran International Airport.
        

        
            Las Vegas is a great road-trip destination, but in the desert, vehicles may overheat when temperatures outside top 90°F. If you’re driving here on a hot day, keep your eye on air-con usage to avoid taxing the engine. By car it’s about a 4½-hour drive (270 miles) from Los Angeles, five hours (330 miles) from San Diego and 9½ hours (570 miles) from San Francisco. Expect serious delays on weekends and holidays.
        

        
            Landing in Las Vegas by plane is often easier (not to mention more mind-blowing if you happen to have a window seat as you descend into the city past the neon-lit Strip). Vegas is served by McCarran International Airport, just a crapshoot from the south end of the Strip, and a few smaller general aviation facilities around the city.
        

        
            Some travelers arrive in Las Vegas by bus. Greyhound runs nearly a dozen daily services to Los Angeles (one way $39 to $67); the 
                Greyhound station
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702- 383-9792; www.greyhound.com; 200 S Main St) 
            is conveniently located downtown, just off Fremont St, with easy access to the Deuce bus line connecting to the Strip.

        McCarran International Airport

        
            
                McCarran 
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-261-5211; www.mccarran.com; 5757 Wayne Newton Blvd) 
            ranks among the USA’s 10 busiest airports. Security lines are notoriously slow, but self-service check-in and luggage drop-off kiosks at the airport and at select off-Strip locations, such as the airport rental-car center and the city’s convention center, can ease check-in headaches. For arriving passengers, advance check-in kiosks are available for a few Strip hotels, but skip them if lines are long. Most domestic flights use Terminal 1; international, charter and some domestic flights use Terminal 2. A free, wheelchair-accessible tram links outlying gates.

        
            McCarran offers free wi-fi internet access; ATMs, a currency exchange booth and full-service bank; first-aid and police stations; a lost-and-found office; a post office; and tourist information desks.
        

        
            The easiest and most affordable way to arrive at your hotel is by airport shuttle ($7 one-way to Strip hotels, $9 to major off-Strip hotels). As you exit the baggage claim, look for the shuttle bus kiosks lining the curb; prices and destinations are clearly marked. Taxis are another option – expect to pay at least $25 one way, plus tip.
        

        
            If you’re renting a car from the airport (
            Click here
            ), you’ll catch a shuttle bus from outside the baggage claim to the McCarran Car Rental Center.
        

        Driving into 
            Las Vegas

        
            The main roads into and out of Las Vegas are I-15 and US Hwy 95. US Hwy 93 leads southeast from downtown to Hoover Dam; I-215 goes by McCarran Airport. Freeway traffic often crawls along, particularly during morning and afternoon rush hours and on weekend nights, especially near the Strip. When traffic is snarled on I-15 and Las Vegas Blvd, stick to surface routes, such as Paradise Rd, east of the Strip; and Frank Sinatra Dr and Industrial Rd, west of the Strip. The fastest way to get across the Strip is via the Desert Inn Rd super-arterial. Listen to KNUU ‘K-News’ (970AM) for frequent traffic and weather updates.
        

        
        
        
            Getting Around Las Vegas
        

        
        
            How you move around Sin City says a lot about who you are. High-rollers cruise the Strip in cherry-red convertibles or stretch Hummer limos. Low-rollers hop on double-decker public buses, the modern monorail and free trams (avoid the slow trolleys, though). For pedestrians, the Strip has movable walkways and elevated crosswalks. Remember that the Strip is more than four miles long – don’t assume you can walk easily between resorts, even those that appear to be close together on the map. Don’t jaywalk – more people are injured while crossing the street than in auto accidents. Gridlock along the Strip and the freeways around Las Vegas makes driving a chore, although free self-parking and valet services are available almost everywhere. Taxis are plentiful, too.
        

        
            The best way to get around is on foot, in combination with occasional taxi, monorail or bus rides. In this book, the nearest monorail station or bus route (
            [image: iconbusgif]
            ) is noted after the relevant icon with each listing.
        

        Bus

        
            
                Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada
             (RTC;
            [image: iconphonegif]
            228-7433, 800-228-3911; www.rtcsouthernnevada.com; 2hr/1-/3-day pass $5/7/20, kids under 5 free)
            buses operate from 5am to 2am daily, with the popular Strip and downtown route (nicknamed the ‘Deuce’) running 24/7. A quicker express bus serving select resorts and downtown is the 
                SDX 
            (Strip & Downtown Express;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            9am-12:30am).
            Some off-Strip casino hotels offer limited free shuttle buses 
            to/from the Strip.

        
            [image: 00-bus-map-dc-lav1]

        

        Car & Motorcycle

        
            Driving around the Strip can be stressful, but parking is free almost everywhere. The only document overseas visitors legally need to operate a car or motorcycle for up to 12 months is a license from your home country. You may be required to show an international driving permit if your license isn’t written in English.
        

        
            Things to bear in mind while driving in Las Vegas:
        

        »
            Drive on the right-hand side of the road.
        

        »
            Obey posted speed limits, typically 25mph to 45mph around town, 55mph to 70mph on the freeways.
        

        »
            Buckle up: seat belts are mandatory for all passengers.
        

        »
            Helmets are required for motorcyclists.
        

        »
            U-turns are legal at intersections unless otherwise signposted.
        

        »
            Right-hand turns at red lights are OK after making a full stop.
        

        »
            Pedestrians legally have the right of way at all times.
        

        »
            Drivers must stop for pedestrians at crosswalks.
        

        »
            Beware of jaywalkers – many people are hit while crossing the street.
        

        »
            If you are involved in an accident, dial [image: iconphonegif]
            911 for emergency police, fire and ambulance assistance.
        

        »
            The blood-alcohol limit over which you are considered legally drunk is 0.08%.
        

        »
            If you’re not sober enough to drive, call 
                Designated Drivers
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-456-7433;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr)
            to pick you up and drive your car back to your hotel; fees vary, depending on mileage. 

        
            Car Hire
        

        
            Booking online through a car-rental agency or a discount travel website will normally get you the best rates. Economy car-rental rates start at $25 per day or $135 per week, though you might find a much cheaper deal by surfing the web ahead of time. Expect to pay extra fees for insurance (usually optional), sales taxes of up to 7.5% and government service fees of 10%; a customer facility charge ($3 per day) and 10% airport surcharge often apply.
        

        
            Most companies require a major credit card, and some require that the driver be at least 25 years old. Car seats, which are legally required for young children, cost extra, and you’ll need to reserve them in advance. Especially for weekend rentals, make reservations at least two weeks in advance.
        

        
            Car-rental agencies with airport desks:
        

        
            
                Alamo
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            800-462-5266; www.alamo.com)
        

        
            
                Avis 
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            800-331-1212; www.avis.com)
        

        
            
                Budget
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            800-922-2899; www.budgetvegas.com)
        

        
            
                Dollar
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            800-800-3665; www.dollar.com)
        

        
            
                Enterprise
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            800-261-7331; www.enterprise.com)
        

        
            
                Hertz
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            800-654-3131; www.hertz.com)
        

        
            
                Payless
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-736-6147, 800-729-5377; www.paylesscarrental.com)
        

        
            
                Thrifty
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            800-847-4389; www.thrifty.com)
        

        
            Parking
        

        
            There’s free self-parking everywhere on the Strip. For valet parking, there’s usually no charge either, but tip the attendant at least $2 when your keys are returned. Many downtown casino hotels offer free garage parking, though the maximum stay for non-guests is typically three to four hours. Don’t forget to have your parking ticket validated at the cashiers’ cage inside the casino before exiting (no purchase or gambling required).
        

        Monorail

        
            The 
                Las Vegas Monorail 
            (www.lvmonorail.com; single/ 1-/3-day pass $5/12/28;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            7am-2am Mon-Thu, 7am-3am Fri-Sun) 
            links some Strip casino-resorts, speedily shuttling between the MGM Grand, Bally’s/Paris, the Flamingo, Harrah’s/Imperial Palace, the city’s convention center, the Las Vegas Hotel & Casino and the Sahara. Although service is frequent (departing every four to 12 minutes), stations are only on the east side of the Strip, a long walk from Las Vegas Blvd to the far back of casino-hotel properties. On the plus side, the monorail system is stroller- and wheelchair-friendly. It takes about 13 minutes to travel the entire route.

        Shuttle

        
            Many off-Strip casino hotels offer limited free shuttle buses to and from the Strip, although some are reserved for hotel guests. A free public shuttle connects the Rio to its sister casino-hotel properties on the Strip – including Harrah’s –
            every 30 minutes; while another shuttle runs between the Palms, Caesars Palace and Fashion Show shopping mall twice daily. See each chapter’s Getting There & Away section for more details. 

        Taxi & Limousine

        
            It’s illegal to hail a cab on the street. Instead taxi stands are found at almost every casino hotel. By law, the maximum number of passengers is five, and all companies must have at least one wheelchair-accessible van.
        

        
            Vegas is surprisingly compact, so taxis can be reasonable on a per-trip basis. A lift from one end of the Strip to the other, or from mid-Strip to downtown, costs about $15 to $25, depending on traffic. Tip the driver at least 10%, rounded up to the nearest dollar.
        

        
            For special occasions or stepping out in style, ask your hotel concierge about hiring a limousine service. Popular companies include 
                Presidential Limo
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-438-5466; www.presidentiallimolv.com)
            and 
                Earth Limos
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-437-1900; www.earthlimos.com)
            . Rates start at around $50 per hour for a town car with driver; for the 14-passenger Super Stretch Hummer H2 Limo with a complimentary champagne bar, you’ll pay about $130 per hour.
        

        Tram

        
            Free air-conditioned trams shuttle between some resorts. One goes between Bellagio, CityCenter and Monte Carlo. Another links Treasure Island and the Mirage. A third goes between Excalibur, Luxor and Mandalay Bay. Trams run all day, ceasing only during the late night and early morning hours. You don’t need to be a hotel guest to ride.
        

        
[image: directory-png]
            
                Directory
            

        

        
        
            Business Hours
        

        
            Open 24/7/365 is the rule at casino hotels.
        

        
            Normal business hours are 9am to 5pm on weekdays. Some banks and post offices stay open later and on Saturday mornings. Retail shopping hours are 10am to 9pm (to 6pm Sunday); casino shops stay open until 11pm or later. Christmas is one of the few holidays on which most non-casino businesses close.
        

        
        
            Discounts
        

        
            If you’re willing to do your homework, there are plenty of ways to save cash in Vegas by planning ahead. Check 
                Smarter Vegas 
            (www.smartervegas.com) 
            for promotion codes on sights, shows and hotels.

        
            A multiday 
                Las Vegas Power Pass 
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            800-490-9330; www.visitticket.com; 1-/2-/3-/5-day pass per adult $85/110/135/180, per child 12 & under $55/75/95/120)
            may be worthwhile if you plan to visit a lot of big-ticket attractions and museums; it even lets you skip the lines at 
            some of them. Don’t bother buying the dining or shopping passes.
        

        
        
            Electricity
        

        [image: usa-type-a]

        
        
            
            Emergency
        

        
            For emergencies:
        

        
            
                Police, fire, ambulance 
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            911)
        

        
            
                Police (non-emergency) 
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            311)
        

        
            
                Rape Crisis Center 
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-366-1640)
        

        
            For minor ailments and injuries it’s less expensive to go to a walk-in clinic than a hospital emergency room.
        

        
            
                Harmon Medical Center 
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-796-1116; 150 E Harmon Ave; [image: iconhoursgif]
            8am-8pm Mon-Fri) 
            Offers limited translation services.

        
            
                Planned Parenthood 
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-547-9888; suite 25, 3300 E Flamingo Rd) 
            Emergency contraception services available without a prescription.

        
        
         
            Internet Access

        
            Most hotel business centers charge an arm and a leg for 24/7 internet access. High-speed wired/wireless internet access in hotel rooms typically costs $12 to $15 per 24 hours. You’ll find free wi-fi at only a few casino hotels, such as the Venetian and Palazzo, and at random coffeeshops and eateries across town. Cheap internet cafes hide inside Strip souvenir shops south of Harmon Ave, and across from the UNLV campus along Maryland Pkwy.
        

        
        
            Legal Matters
        

        »
            The legal drinking age of 21 is strictly enforced; always carry photo ID.
        

        »
            It is legal to purchase alcohol anytime, day or night.
        

        »
            It is legal to drink from an open container of alcohol on the Strip or while riding as a passenger in a shuttle or taxi.
        

        »
            It’s against the law to drink while operating a vehicle.
        

        »
            The blood-alcohol limit over which you are considered legally drunk is 0.08%.
        

        »
            Alcoholic beverages are not permitted on the monorail.
        

        »
            There is zero tolerance for any kind of illegal drug use. If police find any illegal substance on you, you’ll be arrested and taken to jail.
        

        
        
            Medical Services
        

        
            
                Harmon Medical Center 
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-796-1116; www.harmonmedicalcenter.com; 150 E Harmon Ave;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            8am-8pm Mon-Fri) 
            Discounts for uninsured patients; limited translation services.

        
            
                Sunrise Hospital & Medical Center
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-731-8000; www.sunrisehospital.com; 3186 S Maryland Pkwy)
        

        
            
                University Medical Center 
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-383-2000, emergency 702-383-2661; www.umcsn.com; 1800 W Charleston Blvd;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr) 
            Nevada’s most advanced trauma center.

        
            
                Walgreens
             
                The Strip 
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-739-9645; 3765 Las Vegas Blvd S;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr); 
                Downtown 
            (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-385-1284; 495 E Fremont St;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            24hr) 
            Call for prescription pharmacy hours.

        
        
            Money
        

        ATMs

        
            Every casino and bank and most convenience stores have ATMs. Fees imposed by casinos for ATM transactions (which usually carry a $3.50 to $5 fee) are much higher than at banks.
        

        Cash

        
            Cold hard cash greases Sin City’s wheels. You’ll want to have bills of various sizes on hands, partly so you’re ready to tip when necessary.
        

        Changing Money

        
            Casinos charge exorbitant rates for currency exchange. Try 
                American Express
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-739-8474; Fashion Show, 3200 Las Vegas Blvd S;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            10am-9pm Mon-Fri, 10am-8pm Sat, noon-6pm Sun)
            to change your money at a 
            more competitive rate.

        Credit Cards

        
            Widely accepted. All casinos will advance cash against plastic, but fees are exorbitant – don’t do it. To avoid surcharges, use your debit card to get cash back when making purchases at non-casino businesses such as convenience stores and pharmacies. 

        
            
                Leave a Tip
            

            
                In Vegas, everyone’s working hard for the money. If you do receive remarkably lousy service, you can leave a poor tip or, in exceptionally bad cases, none at all. A thumbnail guide to tipping in Las Vegas:
            

            
                
                    Airport skycaps
                 
                $2 per bag, $5 minimum per cart.

            
                
                    Bartenders
                 
                10% to 15% per round, or at least $1 per drink.

            
                
                    Bellhops & hotel porters
                 
                $2 per bag, $5 minimum per cart.

            
                
                    Cocktail waitresses
                 
                $1 per drink while gambling in a casino.

            
                
                    Concierges
                 
                Nothing for info, up to $20 for securing tickets to a sold-out show.

            
                
                    Hotel maids
                 
                $2 to $4 per night, left every day under the card provided.

            
                
                    Limo drivers
                 
                $5 per person, or 15% of the total fare, whichever is higher.

            
                
                    Restaurants 
                15% to 20%; don’t tip if a service charge (18% to 20% for groups of six or more) has already been included.
            

            
                
                    Room service
                 
                15%, minus any gratuity automatically charged on the bill.

            
                
                    Taxis
                 
                10% to 15%, then round the total fare up to the next dollar.

            
                
                    Valet parking attendants
                
                $2 to $5 per car, paid when the keys are handed back 
                to you.

        


        Tipping

        
            Keep small bills on hand. In general tip bartenders and cocktail waitresses at least $1 to $2 per drink, leave 10% to 15% in taxis, $2 per bag to bellhops, and 15% to 20% in restaurants. 

        
        
            Pets
        

        
            A few Vegas hotels, notably Mandalay Bay (
            Click here
            ) welcome small pets, but you often have to read the fine print to find out. Call ahead to ask for the hotel’s latest policies. Many resorts offer designated areas along the Strip’s pedestrian walkways where traveling pooches can relieve themselves or get a fresh drink of water. 

        
        
            Public Holidays
        

        
            Note that the only holiday shops always close for is Christmas.
        

        
            
                New Year’s Day
             
            January 1

        
            
                Martin Luther King Jr Day
             
            Third Monday in January

        
            
                Presidents’ Day
             
            Third Monday in February

        
            
                Easter Sunday
             
            March/April

        
            
                Memorial Day
             
            Last Monday in May

        
            
                Independence Day
             
            July 4

        
            
                Labor Day
             
            First Monday in September

        
            
                Columbus Day
             
            Second Monday in October

        
            
                Veterans’ Day
             
            November 11

        
            
                Thanksgiving Day
             
            Fourth Thursday in November

        
            
                Christmas Day 
            December 25
        

        
        
            
                To Smoke or Not To Smoke?
            

            
                A common complaint registered by many tourists is the city’s pervasive cigarette smoke. ‘Smoke-free’ and ‘Las Vegas’ are rarely in the same sentence: there are ashtrays at almost every telephone, elevator, swimming pool – even in toilets and taxis. A limited ban on smoking inside shopping malls, movie theaters, restaurants and some bars went into effect in 2006, but it’s not universally observed or enforced yet. Token nonsmoking sections exist in many restaurants, and most hotels claim to offer nonsmoking rooms, but don’t expect the air to be free of a whiff (or much more) of cancer sticks. If the incessant odor of smoke is ruining your good time, try stepping into some of Vegas’ airier casinos, such as ARIA or Wynn.
            

        


        
            
        

        
            Safe Travel
        

        
            On the Strip and the Fremont Street Experience, police and private security officers are out in force, and surveillance cameras (the ‘eye in the sky’) are omnipresent. Utilize in-room hotel safes and never leave valuables unattended, especially while gambling. Beware of pickpockets in crowds (eg on public transportation). If you wander away from Fremont St downtown, keep your wits about you, day and night. Likewise the area from Stratosphere to downtown is sketchy.
        

        
        
            Telephone
        

        Cell Phones

        
            The USA uses a variety of mobile-phone systems, most of which are incompatible with the GSM 900/1800 standard used throughout Europe, Asia and Africa. Most North Americans can use their cell phones in Las Vegas, but check with your carrier about roaming charges before you start racking up minutes. On the Strip, some hotel business centers rent cell phones to guests. Using cell phones near race and sports books inside any casino is prohibited by law.
        

        Phone Codes

        
            The area code for Clark County, including Las Vegas, is [image: iconphonegif]
            702; for the rest of Nevada it’s [image: iconphonegif]
            775. If dialing a number outside the local area code, dial [image: iconphonegif]
            1 first. Beware that international rates apply for calls to Canada, even though the dialing code (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            1) is the same as for domestic long-distance calls. For other overseas direct-dial calls, dial [image: iconphonegif]
            011 followed by the country code. If you need to send a fax, ask at your hotel’s front desk or business center.
        

        Phonecards

        
            Sold at convenience stores, prepaid phonecards typically provide better rates than direct dialing from public pay phones or in-room hotel phones. Beware of those phonecards that advertise the cheapest per-minute rates; they may charge hefty connection fees for each call, especially for using the toll-free access number (at payphones, deposit 35¢ and dial the local access number instead). Avoid the hassle of bad connections by choosing a more expensive phonecard from a major long-distance carrier, such as AT&T (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            800-321-0288)
            .
        

        
        
            Time
        

        
            Las Vegas uses Pacific Standard Time (PST), which covers Nevada and California. The Pacific time zone is one hour behind Mountain Standard Time (MST), used by Arizona and Utah, and eight hours behind GMT/UTC. At noon in Las Vegas, it’s 3pm in New York, 8pm in London, 9pm in Paris, and 7am (the following day) in Sydney.
        

        
            Daylight Saving Time (DST), when the clocks move forward one hour, runs from the second Sunday in March to the first Sunday in November.
        

        
        
            Tourist Information
        

        
            Many tour operators push unofficial ‘visitor information’, but there’s only one official city tourism agency: the 
                Las Vegas Visitor Information Center & Las Vegas Convention & Visitors Authority
             (LVCVA; Offline map [image: iconphonegif]
            702-892-0711, 877-847-4858; www.visitlasvegas.com; 3150 Paradise Rd;
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            8am-5pm)
            . The hotline provides up-to-date information about shows, attractions, activities and more, and staff may be able to help with finding last-minute accommodations.
        

        
        
            Travelers with Disabilities
        

        
            Vegas has the most ADA-accessible guestrooms in the USA. Unless otherwise noted, all attractions listed in this book are wheelchair-accessible. Wheelchair seating is widely available and assisted listening devices are offered at most showrooms. Most public transportation and several hotel pools are lift-equipped. By law, all taxi companies must have a wheelchair-accessible van. If you’re driving, bring your disabled-parking placard 
            from home.

        
            Guide dogs may be brought into restaurants, hotels and businesses. Some payphones are equipped for the hearing-impaired. For more info, contact the LVCVA’s 
                ADA coordinator
             (
            [image: iconphonegif]
            702-892-0711,
            [image: iconphonegif]
            TTY 702-486-1018,
            [image: iconphonegif]
            voice relay 800-326-6888
            ).
        

        
        
            Visas
        

        
            Visas aren’t required for citizens of the 36 Visa Waiver Program countries (including 
            Australia, Ireland, New Zealand, the UK and many other European nations), who may enter the USA for up to 90 days visa-free. However, citizens of these countries must still apply for travel authorization online (see https://esta.cbp.dhs.gov) at least 72 hours before their visit; this registration is valid for two years. Temporary visitors from Canada do not normally need a visa, but must bring their passport. All other foreign citizens must wrangle a non-immigrant visa in advance from a US embassy or consulate. Double-check the mercurial requirements at http://travel.state.gov/visa.

        
            Note that travelers under the reciprocal Visa Waiver Program need round-trip or onward tickets to enter the US. Travelers applying for visas overseas will generally require such tickets as proof of their intent to skedaddle home. 
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                Behind the Scenes
            

        

    
    
            
                SEND US YOUR FEEDBACK
            


We love to hear from travellers – your comments keep us on our toes and help make our books better. Our well-travelled team reads every word on what you loved or loathed about this book. Although we cannot reply individually to postal submissions, we always guarantee that your feedback goes straight to the appropriate authors, in time for the next edition. Each person who sends us information is thanked in the next edition, and the most useful submissions are rewarded with a free book.

Visit lonelyplanet.com/contact to submit your updates and suggestions or to ask for help. Our award-winning website also features inspirational travel stories, news and discussions.

Note: We may edit, reproduce and incorporate your comments in Lonely Planet products such as guidebooks, websites and digital products, so let us know if you don't want your comments reproduced or your name acknowledged. For a copy of our privacy policy visit lonelyplanet.com/privacy.
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Our Story
A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of adventure. In 1972 that’s all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed for the trip of a lifetime – across Europe and Asia overland to Australia. It took several months, and at the end – broke but inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap. Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born.
Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Melbourne, London and Oakland, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share Tony’s belief that ‘a great guidebook should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.
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            Although Bridget comes from a big family in which travel equaled impromptu camping and roadside motels, she’s made a short but happy career out of writing about high-end hotels. Having cultivated specific tastes for Egyptian cotton and room service, she was pleased
            to explore one of the only cities in the world where almost everything happens in or around a hotel – Las Vegas. When she’s not busy traveling across Latin America for Lonely Planet, she writes about food, wine, adventure travel and the relative softness of pillows for 
                Jetsetter
            
            , 
                Budget Travel
            
            , 
                BBC Travel
            
            , 
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            and 
                Tablet Hotels
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            First awestruck by the neon lights of the Strip during a cross-country trek from Chicago to California, Sara had a serendipitous one-night stand with Sin City that soon became a torrid love affair. She has racked up more hours gambling and carousing on the Strip and downtown than she’ll ever admit to her grandmother. Keep up with Sara’s latest adventures on her Indie Traveler blog (http://indietraveler.blogspot.com) or Twitter (@indie_traveler). 
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