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Guizhou oM

Compared with its provincial neighbours, Guizhou is like the shy younger sibling everyone
knows is there but who no-one pays much attention to. But travellers would still do well
to give this mysterious province a chance. The rugged karst landscape, numerous waterfalls
and intricate cave networks are all worth exploring, but it's Guizhou's lively mix of people
that makes the province such a standout destination.

Eighteen different ethnic minorities are spread out over the entire province making up 35%
of the entire population. The main groups include the Miao and the Dong in the southeast,
the Hui and the Yi in the west and the Bouyi in the southwest. Other major groups include
the Shui (Sui), Zhuang and Gejia.

Everything from the clothes and food to the architecture helps give this province a unique
flavour. Highlights include the wooden houses of the Miao, the stone houses of the Bouyi
and the elaborate wind and rain bridges and towers of the Dong. The diversity of people
means Guizhou's social calendar is packed and it enjoys more frequent and varied folk fes-
tivals than any other province in China. Journeying through remote rural areas and hanging
out with locals at these events can end up being the highlight of a trip through China’s
Southwest.

HIGHLIGHTS

Hit market day at one of southeast Guizhou'’s
minority villages (p129) for colours, sights

% Chish
and sounds you'll never forget ishur
Search out the Jurassic-era dinosaur plants
at one of Chishui’s (p149) nature reserves
Get drenched under the ribbon-like water- —
falls of Maling Gorge (p124) and decide * Lake % Zhijin Cave

for yourself whether or not you like it more * Minority

than the mighty Huangguoshu Falls (p115),  Huangguoshu Falls Villages
Guizhou's star attraction
Visit the wintering fowl at Caohai Lake & Maling

Gorge

(p118) for a glimpse of the endangered
black-necked crane

Travel to the centre of the earth at spooky
Zhijin Cave (p114), the largest cave in China

POPULATION: ###
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HISTORY

Historically no-one has really wanted much to
do with Guizhou. Chinese rulers set up an ad-
ministration in the area as far back as the Han
dynasty (206 BC-AD 220), but merely in an
attempt to maintain some measure of control
over Guizhou’s non-Chinese tribes. Chinese
settlement was confined to the northern and
eastern parts of the province and the western
areas were not settled until the 16th century,
when rapid immigration forced the native
minorities out of the most fertile areas.

Another wave of Chinese immigration in
the late 19th century brought many settlers
from the overpopulated provinces of Hindn
and Sichuan. However, with poor communi-
cation systems and transport, development
in Guizhou was sluggish and the province
remained impoverished.

It wasn’t until the Sino-Japanese war when
the Kuomintang made Chongqing their war-
time capital that the development of Guizhou
began: roads to neighbouring provinces were
constructed, a rail link was built to Guangxi
and industries were established in Guiydng and
Zunyl. Most activity ceased at the end of the
Sino-Japanese war and it wasn’t until the com-
munists began construction of the railways that
industrialisation of the area was revived.

Nevertheless, Chinese statistics continue to
paint a grim picture of underdevelopment and
poverty for Guizhou. Depending on which sur-
vey you look at, GDP per capita in Shanghdi is
10 times higher or more than in Guizhou and
the province has a reputation as being one of
the worst run in China’s Southwest.

Still, the government is attempting to
change Guizhou’s fortunes with a big empha-
sis on tourism. Highways and small regional
airports are being built in every possible place
to enable fast travel to tourist sights, and mi-
nority cultures are aggressively promoted as
alocal attraction.

Guizhou does have one claim to fame:
it’s the producer of China’s beloved Maotai
liquor, named for the village of its origin
in Rénhudi County. This fiery white spirit
is sold in distinctive white bottles with a
diagonal red label. Like Yinndan, Guizhou is
also a major tobacco-producing area.

CLIMATE

Guizhou has a temperate climate with an an-
nual average temperature of 15°C. It’s often
overcast and rainy and there is little difference
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between the seasons. Winter lasts from De-
cember to February with average temperatures
of around 1°C. Autumn lasts from September
to November, spring from March to May and
summer from June to August, when tempera-
tures average 22°C to 25°C.

FESTIVALS & EVENTS

Exploring minority festivals and markets
is one of the main reasons people come to
Guizhou. Taking place throughout the lunar
calendar at various sites, these vibrant celebra-
tions can feature bullfighting, horse racing,
pipe playing, comic opera, singing contests
and gigantic courting parties. Oh yes, and
basketball matches.

The majority of festivals are held on auspi-
cious lunar dates such as the 3rd day of the
3rd lunar month, the 6th of the 6th, the 5th of
the 5th and the 9th of the 9th. Most are annual
events, though some are held every few years,
and others just once a decade.

Kaili is the springboard for festivals in the
Miao and Dong regions of Guizhou’s south-
east. It has the most sophisticated tourist setup
and information on festival and market dates
is easy to get; the local tourist officials speak a
variety of foreign languages and are extremely
helpful. However, in other areas, such as the
Southwest’s Bouyi region, there is little tour-
ist infrastructure and getting information
on these events is like pulling teeth. Intrepid
travellers may enjoy giving this region a shot
anyway, as it provides endless opportunities
for off-the-beaten-track discovery.

See the boxed text, p104, for information
about some of the more popular events, indi-
vidual sections in this chapter for information
on specific festivals, and the table, p101, for
approximate dates in the Gregorian calendar.

LANGUAGE

Mandarin Chinese is spoken by the Han ma-
jority. Every minority, whether Miao, Dong
or another group, have their own language or
dialects. In some minority villages locals speak
only limited Mandarin Chinese.

GETTING THERE & AWAY

You can fly to more than 40 destinations
within China from Guiyang’s airport, includ-
ing all major Chinese cities. International des-
tinations include Hong Kong and Bangkok.
A handful of small regional airports have
also opened recently; Xingyi’s has flights to
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Guiyang and Shénzhen, Hudngguoshir’s has
flights to and from Gudngzhou and Liping’s
has four flights weekly to Guiyang.

Guiyang and Chéngging are linked by an
expressway. Yunndn is accessible by bus via
Weéining or on the brand new highway from
Xingyi in the south of the province. From
Xingyi you can also cross into Guangxi, which
can also be accessed through Congjiang in the
southeastern part of the province.

There are daily trains to all major cities in
China; sleepers to Chéngdu in Sichuan or
Kanming in Yunnan are popular options.
Trains to Guilin leave at awkward times and
are painfully slow. If you're heading down this
way your best bet is to take a train to Litizhou in
Guangxi and change for a bus to Guilin there.

lonelyplanet.com
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Central Guizhou can look a little forlorn,
pocked as the coutryside is with endless
limestone formations. But despite the appear-
ance of Central Guizhou’s landscape, this area
is the most travelled region of the province
and it is also where the province’s star sights,
such as Huangguoshu Falls, Longgong Caves
and Zhijin Cave, as well as its capital city,
Guiyang, are located. The road between
Anshun and Hudnggudshu is roughly where
Bouyi country starts to get interesting, so
you could take a break between the must-see
destinations to walk the countryside and do
a little exploring.
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GUIZHOU’S FESTIVAL CALENDAR

Use the dates below as a guide to when things really get going in these parts. Always double-
check dates with the Kaili (p126) or the Guiyang China International Travel Service (p102) before
striking off on your own; dates for exactly the same festivals can vary greatly from village to
village and the timing of some events is decided by local shamans just a short time before

they're to take place.
Dates for some upcoming festivals:

Festival 2008 2009

Hill Leaping Festival 16 Feb 4 Feb

Lusheng Festival 7-22 Feb 26 Jan-10 Feb

Maojie Festival 8 Apr 29 Mar

Sisters’ Meal Festival 21-22 Apr 11-12 Apr

Eighth of April 12 May 2 May

Dragon Boat Festival 28 Jun 28 May or 17 Jun

Sixth of June 8 Jul 27 Jul

Giving Worship to the Heavens 16-18 Jul 4-6 Aug

Miao New Year 11 Nov 30 Nov
GUIYANG o5 M| MAPS

o) 0851 / pop 1.2 million / elev 1070m
Guiyang is the provincial capital and a major
transport hub for the province, though it’s
still fairly drab compared with its cousins
elsewhere in China’s Southwest. It doesn’t
have the flash of Chéngda or Chéngging,
nor the charm of Kanming, but if you plan
to spend any amount of time exploring
Guizhou you'll get to know this place well
as you crisscross the province. It’s not the
worst of fates. There’s some interesting sights
around town, fantastic street food and lively
shopping areas.

Guiyang means ‘precious sun’ and may be a
reference to the fact that the sun rarely seems
to shine through the clouds and drizzle. Other-
wise, it has a mild climate year-round, though in
recent years it has had some light snowfall and
freezing days as late in the year as March.

Orientation

While Guiyang is a somewhat sprawling kind
of place, it remains a manageable size and is
easy enough to get around on bus or even by
foot. The main commercial district is found
along Zhonghua Zhonglu and Zhonghua
Nanlu, spreading out along the main roads
they intersect. In the south of this area, you’ll
find the main Bank of China, China Telecom
and China Post. If you continue south, you’ll
reach Zunyi Lu and People’s Sq. To the east
of here is Jiaxiu Pavilion, a symbol of the city
that hovers over Nanming Hé.

There are no English city maps available but the
Chinese-language tourist maps at Xinhua Book-
shop are helpful for navigating bus routes.

Information

BOOKSHOPS

Foreign Languages Bookshop (Waiwén Shadian;
Yan'an Donglu) Has a selection of city maps and it's groom-
ing its English collection quite nicely with up-to-date titles:
everything from Sex in the City to Malcolm Gladwell’s Blink.
Xinhua Bookshop (Xinhud Shadian; Yan'an Xilu)
Marginally better in the map department than the Foreign
Languages Bookshop.

EMERGENCY

Ensure Chain Pharmacy (Yishu Yaoye Lidnsu; & 577
3759; cnr Zanyi Lu & Jiefang Lu; £¥9 8.20am-10pm) Near
the train station.

Public Security Bureau (PSB; Gonganji; @ 590 4509;
Daying Lu; (¥4 8.30am-noon & 2.30-5pm Mon-Fri) The place
to go to report lost or stolen items and for visa extensions.

INTERNET ACCESS
Internet cafés (Wanghba; Longquan Xiang; per hr Y2)
Literally dozens of internet cafés line this lane off Hequan Lu.

MONEY

Bank of China (Zhonggud Yinhang; cnr Dusi Lu &
Zhonghua Nanlu) Has an ATM, will exchange money and
travellers cheques and offers cash advances on credit cards.
Another branch can be found on Zunyi Lu near the train
station and another sits on the corner of Wenchang Beilu
and Yan’an Donglu.
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POST & TELEPHONE

China Post (Zhonggud Youzheng; 46 Zhonghua Nanlu)
Full service, though if you're sending objects overseas the
staff can be a real pain.

Long-Distance Calls (Dusi Lu) Cheap overseas calls can
be made from a small booth here.

TOURIST INFORMATION

China International Travel Service (CITS; Zhonggud
Gudji Ltixingshe; (&) 690 1660; www.quizhoutour.net; 7th
l, Longquan Bldg, 1 Hequan Lu; % 9am-5.30pm Mon-Fri)
The friendly English-speaking staff is helpful and can
provide information on festivals.

Guizhou Overseas Travel Company (GOTC; Guizhou
Haiwai Liyou ZnggongsT; ) 586 4898; 28 Yan'an
Donglu; %3 9am-6pm) Offers similar services to CITS, but
is more interested in selling tours. Chinese-language tours

to Qingydn cost Y148. A tour to Huangguoshu Falls and the
Longgong Caves is Y240.

Tourist complaint line (= 681 8436) Will a call here
change things? Unlikely. Will it make you feel better? If
you've got one of the English speakers, perhaps.

Dangers & Annoyances

Guiyang has a reputation among Chinese
as one of China’s worst cities for theft. Be
particularly careful in crowded areas such as
the train station, night markets and on local
buses - the favoured haunts of pickpockets.

Sights

PARKS 7%

Qianling Park (24 5 2 [7tl; admission Y5; % 6.30am-
9pm) in the northwest of the city is more forest

PROVINCIAL MUSEUM 75 &4 1

The Provincial Museum (Shéng Bowiguan; Beijing Lu;
I 5T admission Y10; % 9am-4.30pm) has a going-
out-of-business vibe and criminally lethargic
ticket sellers but it’s still worth a stop, es-
pecially for travellers pushing off to explore
Guizhou’s Miao and Dong villages. Exhibits
showcase minority dress and customs from
the Yelang kingdom, believed to have origi-
nated in the Warring States Period (475-221
BC). Keep an eye out for displays concerning
the 18th- and 19th-century Miao uprisings
against rapid immigration of Han Chinese
into Guizhou.

GUIYANG ART MUSEUM # {1 28 A 47

This museum (Guiyang M&ishuiguan; Ruijin Zhonglu; 3iij 4
rf1i#%; admission Y15; %3 10am-5pm) opened quickly
but seems to have closed just as fast. Its doors
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every time you attempt to inch off the pave-
ment (they really do seem more aggressive in
Guiyang than in almost any other city in the
Southwest).

Beginning at People’s Square (A [ 17;
Rénmin Gudngchdng), north of the train
station, you’ll find one of China’s largest,
glistening-white statues of Mao Zedong, as
well as two new Louvre-like glass pyramids,
which mark a massive subterranean Wal-
Mart (a major outing for locals). It’s a mad-
house here on Friday or Saturday nights when
crowds are so thick it can take a whopping 45
minutes to get from one side of the store to
the other. Outside on the square itself, things
are more pleasant, with lots of families and
people flying kites or visiting in the small gaz-
ebos. Weekday mornings the square is often
flooded with people practising taichi.
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Just north of here, wander along Yangming
Lu, cross a large roundabout, and follow a set
of stairs down to the riverside. This walkway is
filled with older people playing cards and mah
jong. At the end, another set of stairs leads you
up to the bridge on which rests Jiaxiu Pavilion
(FRF5H; Jidxin Lou).

On the other side of the river is Cuiwéi Yuan
(2244 [7El; admission Y3), a collection of several
small pavilions set in a charming garden of
bonsai trees, Chinese stones and miniature
plum blossoms. The garden was originally
a Buddhist abbey built during the Ming
dynasty (1425-35), however nowadays it’s
essentially home to a group of shops selling
traditional Miao embroidery; they’re in-
teresting to browse through but extremely
pricey.

Backtracking across the bridge and head-
ing north up Wenchang Beilu brings you to
the Ming dynasty Wenchang Pavilion (3=
[#]; Wénchang Gé). It and the old city walls

MINORITY FESTIVALS
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around it have been beautifully refurbished
and the pavilion now houses a very popular
local teahouse.

Tours

There are organised tours to Huangguoshu
Falls and Longgong Caves that leave daily
from People’s Sq or the long-distance bus
station. Many of the hotels also organise day
tours, as do the Guiyang CITS and GOTC
tourist agencies (p102), although they are
infrequent off-season. Tours cost from
Y240 per person and include transport and
admission fees and sometimes lunch.

Festivals & Events

If you're in town during a Bouyi festival,
Huaxi Park ({£3% 22 [d; Huaxi Gongyuan),
17km south of town, is a good place to head.
There’s a Bouyi gathering here on the 6th of
the sixth lunar month, and on the 15th of the
first lunar month (around February) there

Courtship is the drive behind most of Guizhou’s minority festivals. There are many elaborate
ploys to get boys and girls together, ranging from handing out rice packets with secret messages
inside to less subtle games of catch, where crowds of adolescents line up and ‘inadvertently’
throw the ball at their favourite potential partner until the object of this affection gets the point.
Festivals are therefore a time to look your best and flaunt your wealth, which in Guizhéu means
wearing silver jewellery and exquisite embroidery. Girls spend hours preparing for a festival and
will often attend accompanied by their mothers, who continually fuss over their daughters and
offer advice.

Festivals also serve as a time to meet other clans, pick up news from other villages and gener-
ally relax and enjoy life while there is little work to be done in the fields. Glutinous rice cakes,
pounded in wooden troughs and dyed with bright colours, are an important festival food. Guests
are toasted continually with rice wine, either out of buffalo horns or through straws from a large
jug. Important groups are denied entry to some villages until they have downed several shots
of rice wine and sung a song.

One of the most common events is the Lusheng Festival, usually held during the first lunar
month. Traditional Miao Lusheng celebrations coincide with Chinese New Year, though there’s
a big official seven-day-long Lusheng Festival that's held yearly on 1 October.

The lushéng (%) is a reed instrument that ranges in length from 1m to 7m. Lishéng competi-
tions are common and various acrobatic styles are performed to the music, such as ‘Earthworm
Crossing the Mountain’. Activities include playing the lishéng (of course), traditional dancing,
beating bronze drums, bullfighting and horse racing. Most dances are little more than slow mo-
notonous shuffles, which people join one by one over the course of an hour or more. Antiphonal
singing (echoing duets) is also popular.

Some festivals are held at traditional sites or hills, often called dancing or flower grounds, though
many are now held in the less glamorous surroundings of the municipal basketball courts.

Two other common events are the Flower Dance (Tiaohua), centred around a special flower
tree decorated in red silks, and Eating New Rice (Chixin Jié) festivals, held to celebrate the harvest
by hanging ears of rice and corn in doorways and brewing buckets of rice wine. Dates for these
last two festivals change constantly.

Book accommodation online at lonelyplanet.com

are performances of Bouyi opera at Dazhai
(K %), near Huaxi ({£3%).

There are also minor festivals at Téng-
muling (il AU%), 23km south of Guiyang,
on the 9th of the first lunar month and
at Dongféng (7 J4), 15km northeast of
Guiyang, on the 15th of the second lunar
month. For details on these and other minor
festivals in the region, visit the CITS office
in Guiyang (p102).

Sleeping

BUDGET

Yidu Youth Hostel (Yida Jitdian; &) 864 9777; fax 863
1799; 9 Zhiyue Jie; 5 H 1519 %; 6-/4-/3-bed dm Y50/60/70,
s & d from Y398) Though the six-bed rooms are
a real tight squeeze, the rest of the dorms
here are great; each one comes with its own
shower and toilet and the furniture is all new.
Community life is missing though - there’s
no common room, activities or anything else
to tell you this is anything but cheap beds
in a nice midrange hotel. Single and double
rooms are bright and spacious with pastel
green accents and bright orange throw pil-
lows. A complimentary breakfast is included
with some room rates.

Jinlong Dajitidian (@ 528 2321;61 Yan'an Zhonglu; 7
%2 4615 ; South Bldg s/d Y109/139, East Bldg r Y238-
268) Smack in the thick of things, including
near the city’s tourist offices, this hotel offers
a wide choice of rooms in two different wings.
Rooms in the eastern (‘dong’) building have
western toilets, neat showers and sometimes
even little loveseats. Things are a little more
run down in the south (‘ndn’) building, with
squat toilets and lone shower nozzles sus-
pended from the ceilings. All's kept humming
by an energetic, unilingual staff.

Youdian Binguan (Post Office Hotel; & 558 5082; fax
558 5086; cnr 166 Yan'an Donglu; 4E % 7% 14166 %575 d Y168)
This place has a great downtown location and
some of the city’s best food vendors right out-
side. Once renovations are done this could be
one of the better budget options in town.

Daxué Liiguan (@) 670 2348; 180 Baoshan Beilu; F
1L #4180 ; d Y198) This is a bad choice if you
want one of the nicest rooms in town. But,
with its location on the university campus,
it’s a good place to consider if you want a
‘get-away-from-it-all’ feeling at the end of
your day, while still being close to the city.
It’s fun just to wander around and see what
campus life is like in Guiydng. There are so
few foreigners here, it’s fairly easy to strike
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up a conversation with curious local students.
The staff at the hotel are also lovely and very
helpful. Take your time to check out the rooms
though - some are pretty grim.

Motel 168 (Motai 168; @ 816 8168; 2 Shengfu Lu; %
JF§ %25 rfrom Y198) Don’t let the name put you
off: this place is not only cheap (especially
with a discount) but it has boutique-hotel
aspirations and is an absolute breath of fresh
air in stodgy old Guiyang. The lobby and halls
are full of odd angles, lots of mirrors and the
occasional disco ball. Not quite as much effort
has gone into the surprisingly simple rooms,
but there’s an interesting flourish in each one,
whether it’s rounded edges on the furniture,
or illuminated white pebbles under the basins.
It’s all quite enjoyable once you've got past the
snobby staff and their dragon-emblazoned
black uniforms. This is one of several Motel
168s opened around China by a Shanghai
management group.

MIDRANGE
Yujanyuan Binguan (&) 597 0701; 71 Zunyi Lu; 18 X %
715 ;s&dfrom Y198) This is a welcoming enough
place where even security guards give shy
smiles and nods once they’ve gotten used to
you. Staff does an admirable job of tending
the rooms, despite the obvious wear and tear.
Closet-like bathrooms are made entirely of
plastic and have tiny little tubs. Conveniently
located near the train and some of the major
bus stations.

Jingido Jitidian (Golden Bridge Hotel; @ 582 9958;
2 Ruijin Zhonglu; it 4+ 4625, d from ¥328) Tour
groups and frazzled staff trample over ketchup-
and-mustard-coloured carpets here, while
red-nosed businessmen swarm in and out of
‘superior’ karaoke facilities 24 hours a day. It’s
all a bit over the top, but the weathered rooms
are tidy and come with tiny balconies.

TOP END
When it comes to top-end accommodation
in Guiyang, nobody’s perfect. Two stand out
from the crowd, but you’ll have to decide
which is more important: service or room
condition.

Nénghui Jitidian (= 589 8888; fax 589 8622; 38 Rui-
jin Nanlu; Hi 4 7 #6385; d incl breakfast Y520-696;
) @) @) The breakfast buffet here is the
best in the city and the rooms are lovely with
embroidered pillows and the odd splash of
colour. It’s also just gotten satellite TV with
a good choice of English channels. The room
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and restaurant service here is fine, but the
desk staff and even assistant managers can
be awkward with foreigners. Some floors
are nonsmoking but rooms there are more
expensive.

Trade-Point Hotel (Bidun Jiidian; @ 582 7888;
www.trade-pointhotel.com; 18 Yan'an Donglu; JE2 IR %
18555 s/d Y800/900 plus 15% service charge; 3 €2 (@)
Nowhere in town is service better than it is
here. Trade-Point’s business centre is also
the only one in downtown Guiyang where
the computers and other facilities consistently
work. The rooms are fine and the breakfast
buffet extensive, but for the prices it’s asking
both should be even better. The 13th and 14th
floors are nonsmoking.

Eating

Some of the best food in Guiyang can be
found at the night markets. At dusk count-
less stalls spring up near the train station, all
stacked with a huge choice of veggies, tofu and
meat. Point at what you like, grab a beer and
watch the food be cooked. If you're feeling
really adventurous tuck into some steamed pig
snout and trotters, a popular local choice. If
not, try the local varieties of shaguo fén (H>%n
1), a noodle and seafood, meat or vegetable
combination put in a casserole pot and fired
over a flame of rocket-launch proportions.
The deep-fried skewered potatoes dusted in
chilli powder are the best in the province. The
position of all the downtown food stalls seems
to change from week to week, but there’s usu-
ally a concentration of snack stalls just after
the bridge on the way to People’s Sq. A small
night market also sets up every evening in a
lane just off Ruijin Zhonglu.

Dongjia Family Restaurant (Dongjia Shifii; @) 650
7186; 42 Beijing Lu; b 5 14542%5; dishes from Y10;
£%49.30am-9pm) Waiters here wear either full-
silver Miao regalia or indigo tunics and slacks.
Every local knows this place, which specialises
in minority cooking from all over Guizhou.
There’s no English menu but its book-sized
menu is filled with big luscious pictures from
the chillies of Miao cuisine to the pickled veg-
etables of the Dong. The dining room is cosy
but undistinguished, except for the giant tree
trunk in the middle.

Chishuiging Jitijia (@ 552 7525; Xinhua Lu; 7
i#; dishes Y12-68; {%39.30am-10pm) This place is
casual but beautifully decorated and spe-
cialises in dozens and dozens of types of
bamboo dishes. So much care has gone into

lonelyplanet.com

the menu and décor that the unpleasant wait
staff comes as both a shock and a huge dis-
appointment. However, the rest works so
well, foodies looking for something a little
different may still decide this place is worth
taking a risk on.

Yawen Restaurant (Yawen Jiilou; @528 8811;
Gongyuan Beilu; 2 [t AL #4; dishes Y18-68; £ noon-
2pm & 6-10pm) This is popular with locals for
its Sichuan, Guizhou and Cantonese dishes.
The food can get expensive but it’s first rate.
The only downsides are a stark white dining
room and overly giggly waiters.

Guizhou Long Seafood (Guizhou Long Haiyang; &) 586
3333; 23 Jiandao Jie; i IE1E123%5; dishes Y22-58;
t¥8.30am-late) This place is positively palatial
(seriously, there’s a huge staircase just inside
the entrance like something out of Gone with
the Wind) and has a huge array of seafood
dishes to choose from. There’s no English
menu, but the bible-sized Chinese one is
loaded with pictures to guide your choices.

New Zealand Western Restaurant (Nitixilan Xicanting;
@ 651 2086; 157 Ruijin Beilu; Fifi 4> AL %1575 ; lunch/
dinner buffet Y48/58; £%} 6-9am, noon-2.30pm & 6-9.30pm)
What this restaurant has to do with New Zea-
land is anyone’s guess, but the lunch and din-
ner buffets are enormous, though travellers
have given mixed reviews concerning the food
quality. The buffets at Aroma Bakery & Café
(Beijing Lu; -t 5% 1%; open noon to 2pm and
6pm to 9pm) get much better reviews but are
far more expensive.

Drinking

UBC Coffee (Shangdao; 185 Ruijin Beilu; i 4 L 1% 1855
% 9am-2am) There’s an extensive coffee and
tea menu here, along with the ever popular
zhenzhii ndichd (B2 ERYH7; pearl milk tea).
It’s a relaxed, friendly place with slightly tacky
décor and a grand piano.

At the time of research, about a dozen
bars, lounges and clubs had just opened on
Hequan Lu north of Qianling Lu. The area
hasn’t quite taken off yet but it’s worth check-
ing out when you’re in town to see if things
have picked up.

Getting There & Away

AIR

Airline offices in Guiyadng include the Civil
Aviation Administration of China (CAAC; Zhonggud Min-
hang; @ 597 7777, 264 Zinyi Lu; £ 8.30am-9pm), which
has helpful English-speaking staff, and China
Southern Airlines (Zhonggué Nanfang Hangkong Gongsi;
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&) 582 8429; cnr Zanyi LU & Ruijin Nanlu), which also
has a booking office.

Destinations include Béijing (Y1730),
Shanghai (Y1600), Gudngzhou (Y860), Guilin
(Y630), Chéngdu (Y630), Kanming (Y440)
and Chonggqing (Y490). International destina-
tions include Hong Kong and Bangkok.

BUS

Long-distance buses leave from three differ-
ent stations in Guiyang, but all have similar
destinations at similar times and prices. The
main long-distance bus station is on Yan’an
Xilu, quite a trek from the train station.

At the time of research, road work between
Guiyang and Zanyl meant travel times were
averaging from five to 8% hours. If the work
is still going on when you arrive, you’re far
better off taking the train.

GUIYANG BUS TIMETABLES

Buses from Guiyang’s Yan'an Xilu bus station:

Destination Price Duration
Anshun Y25 1%hr
Chéngqing Y124 8hr
Guangzhou Y240 17hr
Guilin Y158 10hr
Kanming Y128 12hr
Shuichéng Y60-70 4hr
Wéining Y80 7hr

Zunyi Y25-45 2shr
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The bus stand in the south of town near
the train station is a madhouse, and buses
only leave when full. Besides destinations in
Guizhou, it’s got all kinds of sleeper buses to
places such as Kinming and Guéngzhou, but
the buses are generally more run down than
what you’d find at the stations. The Tiyu-
guan Long-Distance Bus Station (Tiyugudn
Changtti Chézhan) nearby has similar desti-
nations, a fixed schedule and buses in slightly
better condition. However, many taxi drivers
still don’t seem to know much about it - if you
tell them you’re going to Kaili, for example,
they’ll still drop you off at the bus stand even if
you tell them you want the Tiyuguan stop.

The Hebin bus depot (Hébin gichézhan) in
the west of town is the place to head for buses
to suburban Guiydng, or towns and villages
close to the city.

Frequency Departs

every 20min 7am-7pm

6 daily 8am, 9.30am, 11am,
12.30pm, 2pm &
3.30pm

1 daily 6.30pm

2 daily 8pm & 9.30pm

1 daily 9am

every 30min 7am-7pm

1 daily 9am

every 30-40min 7.30am-7.20pm

Buses from the Tiyuguan long-distance bus station on Jiefang Lu:

Destination Price Duration
Chéngqing Y80 Shr

Kaili Y50 25hr
Léishan Y40 3hr
Xingyi Y70-80 6%hr
Zunyi Y25-45 2hr
Buses from the bus stand:

Destination Price Duration
Anshun Y25 1%shr
Huangguoshu Falls ~ Y30-40 2hr
Kaili Y45-50 2hr

*Average times; buses leave only when full.

Frequency Departs

1 daily 1.30pm

every 20-30min 7.30am-7.30pm
1 daily 3pm

hourly 9am-6pm
half-hourly 7am-7pm
Frequency* Departs

every 20min 7am-7pm
every 40min 7.10am-noon
every 40min 7am -6pm
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GUIYANG TRAIN TIMETABLE

Destination Price Duration
B&ijing Y490 29hr
Chéngdu Y222 18hr
Chéngging Y135 10-13hr
Guangzhou Y317 24hr
Guilin Y200 17hr
Kaili Y83 3hr
Kanming Y131-155 11-15hr
Shanghai Y387 28hr
Shuichéng Y56-95 4hr
Zunyi Y62-100 2Y>-4hr
TRAIN

Guiyang’s gleaming train station has a mod-
ern, computerised ticket office, making it one
of the more pleasant places in China to buy
a train ticket. However, you’ll probably find
that it’s easier (and quicker) to travel within
Guizhou by bus.

You can buy tickets four days in advance.
Prices listed in the table above are for hard
sleepers.

Getting Around

TO/FROM THE AIRPORT

Buses to the airport (Y10; 9am to 11pm) de-
part from the CAAC office usually two hours
before flight departures. They also meet in-
coming flights during this period and will
drop you at any of eight stops downtown.
The train station is the terminus. The ride to
Guiyang takes about 20 minutes.

BUS

For city-tour loops take bus 1 and 2 from
the train station (they also pass close to the
main long-distance bus station). Bus 1 and
2 travel up Zhonghua Beilu and head west
along Beijing Lu. Buses cost Y1 and recorded
announcements boom out stops in Chinese
and (sometimes) English.

TAXI
There is a flat Y10 charge to travel by taxi to
anywhere in the city.

AROUND GUIYANG

Qingyan 75 =

This former military outpost is filled with
cobbled streets, old wooden houses and more
interesting sights than its small size would
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Frequency Departs

2 daily 7.50am & 8.33am

4 daily 4.01am, 11.51am,
1.30pm & 1.59pm

13 daily 1am-midnight

6 daily 2.27am-12.30pm

2 daily 2.13am & 9.3Tam

several daily 24hr departures

9 daily 12.30am-midnight

1 daily 1.56am

11 daily 24hr departures

several daily 24hr departures

suggest. It makes an excellent daytrip from
Guiyang. A Ming-era settlement, Qingyan
was once a traffic hub between the southwest-
ern provinces. The crisscross of cultures and
religions over the centuries has left the town
packed with Taoist temples, Buddhist mon-
asteries, Christian churches and menacing
watchtowers. There’s a Y40 admission fee that
includes entrance to the major sites. There’s
no English-language maps here yet, but an
excellent Chinese-language tourist map of
Qingyan has just been put out and is sold at
a few stores inside the village.

Enter in the south of town at Dingguang Mén
(JZTT7). Near here, you can go up on a por-
tion of the town’s old wall where there are
some displays of Ming- and Qing-era military
costumes.

Just inside the walls is Baisui Fang (77 % 1),
an elaborately carved stone gate. Built only re-
cently, the gate was set up in recognition of the
abnormally high number of centenarians liv-
ing in Qingyan. Continue under the gate and
along the main lane. Chinese-English signs
point the way to the various sights, including
two well-preserved temples, Ciyin Si (% 2 5F)
and the nearby Yingxidng Si (IX0#:5F).

Also keep an eye out for the No 1 Scholar
Cave (GRCIRJUJ; Zhao Zhuangyuan Fi), the
pavilion set up in honour of Zhao Yijiong,
Qingyan’s first scholar of national renown.
He topped his imperial examination and went
on to become an important official in the
Qing administration. His brother was also a
notable scholar.

Two wells outside the entrance are said
to have been dug by the brothers. Nobody
knows who dug which, and the subject is often
a lively source of discussion among Chinese
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tourists. Once you’re confident you know
which is Yijiong’s (most people seem to go
with whichever one has more water in it),
place your hands in the well for good luck.

Qingyan’s most impressive Catholic church (¥
A5 Jidotang) is in the back of town. Sadly, this
eerily atmospheric building has been boarded
up and the congregation is moving to the non-
descript modern white building next door.

There’s plenty to eat in Qingydn and some of
the most popular items are pigs’ feet and tofu
in every conceivable form: from baseball-sized
spheres to oblong packages wrapped in leaves.
Sweets are also popular including roasted candy
(sold everywhere) and sweet potato snacks, ei-
ther dried or done up as crispy chips.

Be wary of groups of children pushing
drawings or paper cranes into your hands.
They’re often trolling for money and have
been known to stomp on visitors’ feet or
snatch money out of open wallets if they don’t
think you’ve been generous enough.

GETTING THERE & AWAY

Only about 30km outside of town, it takes
about an hour to get here by bus from Guiyang.
Buses leave regularly from Guiyang’s Hebin
Bus Depot (i[53 %)) for Huaxi ({£i%; Y3
to Y5). A minibus will take you the rest of the
way to Qingyan (Y3). If you're dropped off
in the new-town area (grey, concrete build-
ings), just walk towards the walls with the
large stone gate.

Nanjiang Xiagu 7571156 75

This valley located about 90 minutes outside
of Guiydng is beautiful. Waterfalls plunge over
its edges and clusters of Bouyi villages nestle
among the lush greenery and rice terraces.
One long, winding road goes through it all
and the scenery seems to go on forever.

This area hasn’t been developed for tour-
ism at all and no English is spoken anywhere.
However, there are some subtle signs that may
slowly change. A couple of viewing pavilions
have been built near some of the more attrac-
tive and enduring waterfalls and at least one
village is opening up a guesthouse.

With its setting right on the river, tiny little
Shuitéuzhai (7KL 7E) may be the area’s most
picturesque settlement. It has a handful of
beautiful traditional houses, some narrow
paths and a pretty little waterwheel. There’s
one family here that offers room and meals
(@745 8059, 1359-503 6521), so you could

CENTRAL GUIZHOU -+ Anshun 109

base yourself in this village and do some walks
in the area. At the time of research, construc-
tion workers were putting up a modest guest-
house here, which should be open by the time
you read this.

About 750m away is Matéuzhai (K J€),
a traditional Bouyi village. While it doesn’t
have as nice a setting as Shuitéuzhai, it has
traditional homes, a small Buddhist temple
and some examples of old tools and farming
technology set up along the paths for you to
inspect. Foreigners here can make the kids
pretty excitable, so brace yourself, especially
if you're travelling solo.

Just down the hill from here is Muféng (A<
), a sprawling modernising town that is
the place to go for anything you might want
to buy. If you’re hungry, go to its Héxianxiang
Canguan (Hexianxiang Restaurant; Y fif: 75 28 1 @) 754
2210), where the fish hotpot is done with tiny
little fish a pinky-length long fresh from the
river that crunch like potato chips when you
bite into them. Absolutely delicious.

GETTING THERE & AWAY
To get to the places listed above, take a bus
from Guiyang’s Hebin bus depot to Muféng
from where you can walk the kilometre to
nearby Mitéuzhai and then the 750m or so to
Shuitéuzhai. However, that’s only one small
corner of the valley and you may not see some
of the waterfalls and more dramatic scenery.
Alternatively, you could hire a car from
Guiyang for half a day to explore the valley and
then have the driver drop you off in Shuitéuzhai
where you could stay the night. From there, you
could head down to Muféng when you’re done
and then take the bus back to Guiyang.

ANSHUN 2 i

0853 / pop 391,500

Anshun is the ideal place to base yourself if
you're planning some in-depth exploration of
Guizhou’s major natural sights. Huangguoshu
Falls, Longgong Caves and Zhijin Cave are
now easy day-trips away thanks to improved
roads and bus connections. Anshun itself isn’t
very exciting. The rambling sprawl of build-
ings here seems to go on forever. However,
it can be interesting just to walk around and
check out the informal markets that seem to
be set up on every other side street, where
there’s heated bargaining for mundane items
such as socks and plastic dishes along with
other bric-a-brac.
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Anshun’s central location has made it
western Guizhou’s commercial hub for cen-
turies — originally for tea and opium, these
days for batik and kitchen knives.

A Sunday market found in Anshun once
drew large numbers of minority villagers from
all over the countryside, though in recent
years it’s of less and less interest. However,
most weekends you'll still encounter women
villagers in traditional dress on Anshun’s
streets selling vegetables or things such as
homemade brooms.

Orientation

The long-distance bus and train stations are
3km and 4km south of downtown respec-
tively. The main commercial and shopping

INFORMATION
Bank of China H [E/ 44T 1A3
China Post H 5] i 2 A3
CTS [ iiAT 41 3 B2
Internet Café {IIft 4 B3
Long-Distance Calls g HLT covvvvreerrerrssrssemrssssnen (see 9)
SIGHTS & ACTIVITIES
Donglin Temple %k 5 B2
Wén Miao Ui 6 A2
Wholesale Market of Small Goods in

Anshun 22 311 7 A3
SLEEPING 3

Fénghuangshan Dajiudian <& 1L 5
Gongdianju Zhaodaisud 14 Hi 5414
Xixitishan Binguan 74 75 111 547

ANjQ BINGUAN % TE T crvrrrerreersrsersrsesssssssssssssseseses 11 B4
EATING

Bakeries [fii {1 12 B3
Bakery [fii{u )5 13 A2
Food Market £ i i3 14 A3
Noodle Stalls [fii ¢ fift 15 B4
Restaurants 1t 16 A3
Supermarket #1113 17 B3
TRANSPORT

Long-Distance Bus Station to the Southeast
A rp A M X i s
Long-Distance Bus Station K& % ia
West Bus Station 7 3& 74 i

areas are found on Zhonghua Donglu, Gufu
Jie and Zhonghua Nanlu.

Information

Bank of China (Zhongguo Yinhang; cnr Tashan Xilu &
Zhonghua Nanlu) Changes cash and travellers cheques and
offers cash advances on credit cards. Also an ATM.

China Post (Zhonggud Youzheng; cnr Tashan Donglu &
Zhonghua Nanlu) Tucked next to the China Telecom building.
China Travel Service (CTS; Zhongguo Liixingshe;

@ 323 4662, 323 4661; Tashan Donglu; %3 9am-5pm
Mon-Fri) No English signs outside. Look for a blue sign with
yellow Chinese characters.

Internet café (Nanshui Lu; per hr Y2) East off Zhonghua
Nanlu.

Long-distance calls You can make cheap long-distance
calls from a row of phones in the lobby of the Gongdianju
Zhaodaisud (opposite), conveniently located near the long-
distance bus station.

Sights & Activities

There’s a couple of temples in town worth
visiting. Wén Miao (Hongxueba Lu; 5% 7 41 1 admis-
sion Y5; £%3 8am-5pm) is a small but atmospheric
Confucian temple in the north of town. The
building itself is slightly crumbly and dilapi-
dated and the grounds overgrown, but that
just adds to its charm. Keep an eye out for

Book accommodation online at lonelyplanet.com

LOCAL VOICES
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Some of the countryside around Guiyang was very isolated, but you can see all the nice roads in
the countryside now and visitors probably wonder what they're all doing there. Our government
made them to help the villagers. Before, transport was very hard for them; now they like it very
much. But other villagers lived very far away in the hills. They had to walk all day down from
their village just to get fresh water. Roads couldn’t be made in such places. The government
had new apartments built close to the new roads instead and moved the villages there. But the
buildings weren’t well constructed. The roofs leaked. Nothing worked. The villagers didn't like
it so they went back up into the hills to their old homes. In the end, the villagers didn't mind
walking all day to get water. At least in the villages, their roofs don't leak.

the stunningly intricate carvings winding
their way up the various columns. Locals love
this place and on weekends the grounds are
sprinkled with people drinking tea, reading
or sitting on the ground chatting.

Near here is the Hongshan Reservoir (4 111 7K
J#; Hongshan Shuiku), popular with locals
for paddle boating in summer and polar bear
swims in winter.

Southeast of Wén Miao, Buddhist Donglin
Temple (Dongling Si; Zhonghua Donglu; H £ 7 ) was
built in AD 1405 (during the Ming dynasty)
and restored in 1668. It’s down a lane off
Zhonghua Donglu.

For a peek at the more contemporary side
of Anshun, Gufu Jie is a street of trendy cloth-
ing stores and bakeries, and snack stalls that
get so packed on weekends it’s hard to move.
A little further west, the stretch of Zhonghua
Nanlu near Zhonghua Donglu is where the
city’s big commercial stores and shopping
centres are located.

The Wholesale Market of Small Goods in
Anshuin (Anshun Lardn Shichang; Zhonghua Nanlu; H £
P 145; 1 dawn-dusk) is the city’s main market
and probably the most interesting place to
prowl.

Festivals & Events

A few minor festivals are held in the Anshun
area, though they’re generally not as spec-
tacular as those held around Kaili. None of
them are worth the trip to Anshun alone, but
if you happen to be in town already, they are a
pleasant diversion and certainly a nice excuse
to get out and explore the countryside. Always
double-check dates with local tourism officials
or the CITS in Guiyang (p102) before heading
off into the wilds to attend any of the fol-
lowing festivities. Dates are known to change
from year to year, as well as the location.

As told by a Guiydng resident

Tiaohua Flower Dance Festival Held in Miao villages
during the first lunar month. The main location in Anshun
is Flower Dance Hill, a few kilometres northwest of town;
festivities occur from the 4th to the 6th of the first lunar
month. Other gatherings are held at Machéng and Gaoféng
villages (Pingba County), halfway between Anshiin and
Guiyang, and in Qingzhen town.

Sanyuésan At Pogong (Guanling County), 80km south-
west of Anshuin, and at Hughua (Ziyin County), 100km
south of Anshun, on the 3rd day of the third lunar month.
The festival has different significance depending on what
minority group is celebrating it, however, all groups mark
it with singing and dancing.

Siyueba ‘Ox King’ Festival Held at Jiuzhou and
Shuangbéo villages, both about 25km east of Anshun, on
the 8th day of the fourth lunar month.

Litiyueliti A Bouyi festival at Luohe (Ziyun County), 67km
southeast of Anshuin, and Lazhai (near Huangla town),
56km east, on the 6th of the sixth lunar month. Activities
include ground opera and singing competitions.

Eating New Rice Festival Held at Huolong and
Dagouchang villages, 55km east of Anshin, south of the
main highway, some time during the seventh or eighth
lunar months.

Guizhou Batik Festival A state-sponsored festival

set up to display (and flog) batik to the tourists. Anshun,
28-29 September.

Sleeping

There’s a lot of midrange accommodation in
Anshun geared to Chinese tour groups. Hotels
here are generally comfortable but fairly drab
and undistinguished.

Gongdianji Zhaodaisud (@ 332 9124; Zhonghua
Nanlu; 1 A2 74 1% s & d with bathroom Y78-88, tr Y120)
Right across from the Xixitishan Bingudn, this
place has basic little budget rooms with Chi-
nese toilets and cubby-hole-like showers with
no doors. The desk staff is frazzled but kind.
Once you’ve got your key, the journey to your
floor begins. Walk through the restaurant
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THE BOUYI

The Bouyi, the ‘aborigines’ of Guizhou, are of Thai origin and closely related to the Zhuang of
Guangxi. Most travellers will come upon them in the Hudnggudshu and Anshun areas.

They are generally very poor, in sharp contrast with the postcard images of starched and ironed
costumes or ring-of-confidence sparkling teeth. Bouyi dress is dark and sombre, with colourful
trimmings. Both men and women wear white- or blue-checked head scarves.

Batik cloth dyeing is one of the many skills of the Bouyi. Batik is made by drawing designs with
molten beeswax on a strip of cloth. A variety of instruments is used to produce different shapes
with the wax. The fabric is dyed, normally in indigo, and then boiled to remove the beeswax.
After it has been rinsed, the pattern of the beeswax remains as the original colour of the fabric.
The beeswax is collected and re-used.

The Bouyi are also fine stonemasons. The masonry at Huangguoshu is intriguing - houses
are composed of stone blocks but no plaster is used, and roofs are finished in slate. Bouyi vil-
lages often have arched stone bridges and elaborate house entrances. One good place to see
stonework is Shitouzhai (fi3k%%; Stone Stockade village; p117), on the road to the Longgong
Caves, near Anshun.

Bouyi festivals are usually held on the ‘double third’ (3rd day of the third lunar month) and
‘double sixth’. The Siyueba or Ox King Festival is held on the 8th day of the fourth month, when
glutinous rice cakes are offered to ancestors and cattle. The Big Year Festival is held from the 3rd
to the 5th of the 12th month. Festivities include lion and dragon dances on top of seven upturned
tables, plus courtship games and singing of love songs. Bouyi open-air opera is especially popular

lonelyplanet.com

during the Big Year and Spring festivals.

dining room to the left of the reception desk.
You'll eventually pass a kitchen and then the
industrial-sized laundry facilities. The stairs
up to the rooms are just after that.

Anjii Binguan (@) 220 1359; train station; 2K 4~ 3
HH 3k 1G] TT; d Y100) Painted a daring powder
pink, you’ll notice this hotel as soon as you
leave the station. Rooms are extremely sim-
ple — bathrooms are so small that the sinks
are installed over the Chinese toilets and the
showerheads are installed over the sinks. Still,
this is a fairly popular budget choice and the
front desk is fairly friendly.

Fenghuangshan Dajitidian (Golden Phoenix Mountain
Hotel; (@ 322 5663; 58 Tashan Donglu; £ 111 7 4585
dY220) Rooms here are memorable for their lively
red linen and consistently good-natured staff.
Bathrooms can be quite grotty and there are a
few wall stains that make you wonder ‘what is
that and how did that get there’, but despite this,
the hotel is certainly one of the more pleasant
in town. No English sign outside; enter through
the building done up like a Greek bank.

Xixitishan Binguén (@ 2211888; fax 2211801; 63 Nan-
hua Lu; 75 HE 44635 ; s/d incl breakfast Y288/328) Stand-
ard doubles here are outfitted with everything
you could possibly want (big TV, comfortable
bed, desk, sitting chairs by the windows), but
it’s all crammed into such a small space that
some of the rooms are ridiculously cramped.

Bathrooms are exactly the opposite — sparsely
outfitted and often the same size or bigger
than the actual sleeping area. The buffet
breakfast is pretty disappointing outside of the
high season - noodles are mushy and there’s
more sauce and condiments than there are
things to put them on.

Eating
There are plenty of places to eat in Anshun,
just little to recommend. Some buildings along
Zhonghua Nanlu north of Tashan Lu house
restaurants on their 2nd floors, but they seem
all but deserted even at peak meal times.
Otherwise, there’s a food market (shichdng)
down an alley off Zhonghua Nanlu, just south
of the Bank of China. It’s quite fun to wander
here and there’s usually loud music to go along
with the interesting assortment of snacks.
There are some great bakeries (mianbdofing;
the one near the corner of Zhonghua Donglu
is especially good) and several hole-in-the-
wall places on Gufu Jie. A row of forgettable
noodle stalls (miantido tan) are located near
the train station. There’s also a huge super-
market (chaojishichdng) on Zhonghua Nanlu,
perfect for picking up snacks for day trips.
Be forewarned: dog is eaten in these parts...
lots of dog. You'll see the skinned animals
propped up outside restaurants as an entice-
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ment to come in for lunch. If you haven’t got a
taste for canine meat or a desire to try it, learn
how to say ‘T don’t eat dog” (FANIZHT ;5 Wo
bui chi gourow’) and practise it well.

Getting There & Away

BUS

There are several bus stations in Anshun that
are useful to travellers. The north bus station
has buses to Zhijin town (for Zhijin Cave;
Y24, 2% hours, hourly from 7.45am to 5pm)
and the west bus station is useful for travelling
to Longgong Caves (Y5, 40 minutes, every 20
to 30 minutes from 7am to 5pm).

The long-distance station on the corner of
Zhonghua Nanlu and Huangguoshu Dajie has
a handful of handy destinations, and the bus
stand in front of the train station has buses
for numerous provinces in the southeastern
part of China.

Buses to Anshun leave from every one of
Guiydng’s stations (Y25, two hours, every 20
minutes from 7am to 7pm). Any Guiyang-
bound bus out of Xingyi or Weéining will also
let you off in Anshun if you tell the driver.

TRAIN

From Anshun, trains leave daily for Kinming
(Y114, 10 hours, 8.50pm), but it’s virtually
impossible to get sleeper reservations and you
might decide to head back to Guiydng. To

BUS TIMETABLES

Buses from Anshun’s long-distance bus station:

Destination Price Duration
Guiyéng Y25 2hr
Hudnggudshu Y10 Thr
Kanming (sleeper) Y100-130 17hr
Shuichéng Y35 3%shr
Xingyi Y55 5-6hr
Zanyi Y60 7-8hr
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Chonggqing, there’s one train daily (Y120, 12
hours, 9.41pm). To Liupanshui (for Wéining)
there are two trains daily at 10.52am and
11.34am (Y22, four hours). Trains leave for
Guiyang all day, though departures are more
frequent in the afternoons (Y12, two hours).
There are hard seats only so the bus is usually
much more comfortable and convenient.

Getting Around

Minibus 1 is the most useful - it zips around
town from the train station, up Tashan Donglu
and on past the Hongshan Bingudn. Bus 2
travels between the train station and the north
bus station. A seat on a bus costs Y1.

AROUND ANSHUN
Longgong Caves Jv. 7 il
The Longgong Caves (Longgang Dong; Dragon Palace; ad-
mission Y120; £¥8.30am-5.30pm) are a vast network of
caves that snake through the hills about 23km
away from Anshun. Despite the elaborateness
of the Longgong park site, it represents only a
small portion of the cave network. However,
like the Huangguoshu Falls area nearby, this
region continues to be aggressively developed
for tourism - and signs regularly appear point-
ing the way to modest new ‘scenic sights’
within the Longgong area.

The Dragon Palace Cave, where an under-
ground river winds its way through a huge

Frequency Departs

every 20min 5.30am-9.40pm
every 20min 7.30am-5pm
daily 7am & 1pm
hourly 7am-5.30pm
hourly 7am-3.30pm
hourly 7am-3pm

Buses to the southeast from the stand outside Anshun’s train station:

Destination Price Duration
Féshan Y260 19hr
Fizhou Y360 32hr
Gudngzhou Y240 20hr
Shénzhen Y280 22hr
Xiamén Y320 28hr

Frequency Departs
daily noon
daily noon
daily noon
daily noon
daily noon




114 CENTRAL GUIZHOU -« Around Anshun

ANSHUN’S OPERATIC CLAIM TO FAME: DiXi
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Everyone’s heard of Peking opera, and if you've been travelling round the Southwest for a while,
you've probably heard or seen Sichuan opera as well. What few people know is that Anshun,
too, has its very own version of the art: ground opera.

Called dixi in Chinese, ground, or ‘open-air’ opera, as it's sometimes also known, dates back
to the Ming dynasty. As part of the performance, actors wrap black see-through cloth over their
foreheads and don traditional masks made from bamboo shoots. Up to 50 masks may be used
in one opera. The colours of the masks are very symbolic: black denotes righteousness, red
symbolises loyalty and bravery, while white indicates evil. Blue and green masks are reserved
for monsters or particularly nasty bandits. Banners are also worn on the actors’ backs to denote

rank, as in the Béijing Opera.

The operas originally served to drive out evil spirits but have merged with local religious dra-
mas and Han classics such as the Romance of Three Kingdoms and History of the Sui and Tang
Dynasties. The plots are livened up by gongs, drums, stilts, flags and displays of martial arts to
keep the audience’s mind from wandering during the slow bits.

The best time to catch ground opera is during festivals, especially the Spring Festival in January
or February. Inquire at Guiyang's CITS (p102) for more information. (Unless you're a Chinese speaker,
Anshun’s CTS, p110, probably won't be very helpful.) Another form of local opera, nué, is practised
by the Tujia people of northeastern Guizhou. There’s a Nuo Opera Museum in Téngrén.

labyrinth of caves, is Longgong’s star at-
traction. To visit, you have to take a guided
(Chinese-only) tour on one of the small boats,
which lasts about 40 minutes (though in sum-
mer the flood of Chinese tour groups causes
a watery gridlock that can draw this out sub-
stantially). The guides give a little geological
background on the caves, but mostly they just
point out the various karst formations with
their flashlights and let everyone play “What
does it look like?’. The recorded music and
coloured spotlights here can feel a bit over the
top at times, but most travellers enjoy drifting
through the caves anyway.

Most other sights here will be anticlimac-
tic after the Dragon’s Cave and many peo-
ple continue on to Huangguoshu Falls after
finishing their boat tour. But if you want to
linger, you can follow footpaths to some of
the more modest caves or continue on to
Guanyin Cave (M li; Guanyin Dong), the
second biggest attraction in the park, about
3km away.

GETTING THERE & AWAY

Local buses depart every hour from Anshun’s
west bus station (Y5 to Y10, 30 to 40 minutes,
every 20 to 30 minutes from 7am to 5pm). The
last bus returns to Anshun at 5pm.

From March to October, minivans to mi-
crovans run all day between Longgong and
Huanggudshu (Y15 to Y30, 30 minutes), leav-
ing when full. They run infrequently, if at

all, the rest of the year, but there are always
plenty of taxis at the Huangguoshu parking
lot that you can take. Not as many hover at
Longgong, however, so you may need to wait
a while or head back to the main road and
flag down a bus.

Zhijin Cave 24>

The stunning, Lord of the Rings-like stalag-
mite terrain here is otherworldly, making this
cave (Zhijin Dong; admission Y120; £ 8.30am-5.30pm)
one of the most interesting sights in Central
Guizhou.

Located some 15km outside Zhijin village,
the cave is around 10km long and up to 150m
high in some places. Calcium deposits have
created an abstract landscape of spectacular
shapes and spirals, often reaching from floor
to ceiling. Moving from tiny passageways to
cathedral-like main halls, it’s hard not to be
impressed.

Tour guides here are compulsory and start
with a minimum of 10 people. Solo travellers
visiting outside of peak summer months or
on Chinese holidays should be prepared for
what can be a very, very long wait. While
the tour itself is in Chinese only, you’ll be
glad to have someone around who knows the
way back out of the maze of trails. Tours last
about three hours on average. Comfortable
shoes with a good grip would be a help here
as some of the terrain is very steep and can be
slick with water.
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GETTING THERE & AWAY

A visit to the cave is an easy day trip from
Anshun as long as you leave first thing in the
morning. Buses depart regularly from Anshun
for Zhijin (Y24, 2% hours, every 45 minutes
from 7.45am to 6pm). Once in Zhijin, buses
or minivans will be clamouring to take you the
rest of the way to the cave. The trip will take
about 20 minutes and cost between Y8 and
Y30 depending on your mode of transport and
bargaining skills. Between November and Feb-
ruary there are few visitors here so a taxi may
be your only option. The last bus leaves Zhijin
for Anshun at 6pm, though it’s best to show up
earlier than that to ensure you get a seat.

Huangguoshu Falls T 5 b K A
Perched in a gorge near Huangguoshu village,
the Huangguoshu Falls (Huanggudshu Da Pubu; admis-
sion Mar-Oct Y90, Nov-Feb Y70; £%7.30am-6pm) are the
biggest in Asia and the most frequently visited
sight in Guizhou. The Chinese first explored
this area in the 1980s, as a preliminary to har-
nessing the region’s hydroelectric potential.
They discovered about 18 falls, four subter-
ranean rivers and 100 caves. Many of these
features are being turned into scenic sights
so it’s likely the region around Hudngguo6shu
will continue to be developed for tourism for
years to come.

Reaching a width of 81m and a height of
74m, the rush of water here in the rainy season
(May to October) can be monstrously loud
and thrilling to see. The cascade is most spec-
tacular about four days after a heavy down-
pour. The dry season lasts from November to
April and during March and April the flow of
water can become a less impressive trickle.

The ticket office and entrance to the falls
is off a big new parking lot a couple of kilo-
metres outside of Huanggudshu village. From
here a winding footpath leads down into the
ravine. It’s a lovely descent among leafy green
trees, through some modest pavilions and past
lots of hawkers in minority dress who will try
to get you to pose for pictures at viewpoints
along the way.

The path ends at the Rhinoceros Pool, a large
pond of water at the foot of the falls. Clouds
of spray hover here whatever the season, and
when the sunlight hits the mist, the resulting
rainbows look as though they are shooting
out of the water.

Across the bridge and up the footpath you’ll
reach Water Curtain Cave, where you can walk
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through a tunnel behind the falls and view
the water streaming past. During the rainy
season this is almost like walking through
a shower and can prove treacherous. Good
footwear and waterproofs are recommended
at any time of year.

Descending the trail at the other side you'll
reach Rhinoceros Pool again. From here you
can go back the same way you came or follow
the trails on either side of the river to the cable
car and take that up to the exit. The lane from
here is packed with souvenir stands and leads
back to the parking lot.

You can do the whole circuit at a fairly
relaxed pace and be done within two to three
hours on average. The falls are easiest to reach
from Anshun but can certainly be done as a
day trip from Guiydng, as long as you leave
early in the morning.

The Star Bridge Scenic Area (K511 KU 5EIX;
Tianxing Qido Féngjingqa; admission Y30; ¥ 8.30am-6pm)
is about 8km away from Huangguoshu. A
visit here involves following a path through
a pretty swathe of landscape. It’s full of caves,
waterfalls, ponds, banyan trees and some tight
squeezes between the small karst formations
along the trail. There’s also a footpath of 365
individual stones laid across the land and bod-
ies of water, each with a day of the year carved
into it. When you reach the stone with the
same date as your birthday, you're supposed
to stand on it and make a wish. You can get
here by taxi or minivan from the Huanggu-
oshu Falls parking lot.

If Huangguoshu Falls aren’t enough, you
could also take a taxi or minivan to some
of the other waterfalls in the area. The Steep
Slope Falls ([5E3 ¥ A477; Doupo Pubu) are 105m
wide and 23m high and get their name from
the crisscross patterning of sloping waters.
They are a couple of kilometres north of
Hudngguoshu village. One kilometre down-
stream of the main falls is the Luositan Falls
(BT E VAT ; Ludsitan Pubt), which can be
reached on foot from the carpark by follow-
ing the main road south. The Dishuitan Falls
(/%ﬂ?ﬁﬁi%?ﬁ; Dishuitan Pubu) are a clus-
ter of smaller cascades about 45km west of
Hudanggudshu that have gotten good reviews
from travellers. They are near the village of
Langdai (EF£5).

In addition to its impressive falls, the area
around Hudnggudshu provides an excellent
chance to ramble through nearby rural minor-
ity areas on foot.
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INFORMATION
Entrance A\ Il 1 A2
Exit {1 2 A2
Information Centre [ THAL ....ocevcrcerersescrscsssesssssssssns 3 A2
Ticket Office 54k 4 A2
Ticket Office f 524k 5 A2

SIGHTS & ACTIVITIES

Footbridge A17#f 6 B1
Footbridge A1 7 A2
Huangguoshu Waterfall #4444 ik £ji 8 B1

Water Curtain Cave /K7l (see 8)

SLEEPING 3
Géngshang Binguan 7 5E 1§
Huanggudshui Binguan s SR 51 .

EATING
Restaurants 1t 11 A2
Restaurants 1R {H 12 B1
Snack Bars /MiZ 5 13 A2
Snack Bars /]MiZ )5 14 A2
TRANSPORT

Buses to Anshun 52 221 A 4L %
Buses to Guiyang 4 51 FH [ 2 JLy 42
Cable Car i % 17 A2
Taxis HiAHIS 18 A2

SLEEPING & EATING

The area around the falls is becoming more
and more resort-like each year, with big boxy
hotels lining the road to the ticket office and
plans for even more accommodation are un-
derway. Though appearing quite grand from
the outside, much accommodation here is a
disappointment once you get a peek in the
rooms — mustiness can be a problem and
prices are outrageously inflated even in the
low season. Hotels are all open during the

Book accommodation online at lonelyplanet.com

off-peak period (November to February), but
there are so few overnight visitors at this time
that the places are virtually empty and the
experience can be a little creepy.

Gongshang Binguan () 359 2315; rfrom Y288) Not
far from the ticket office, rooms here are ultra
plain but this is the cheapest place on the
road to the falls. Bathrooms have Chinese
toilets and water heaters, which, if they've
been turned on, ensure a hot shower. The staff
here are a plus: young and bubbly, they can
be very helpful with local info.

Huanggudshu Binguan (&) 359 2110; d from Y488;
(¢2) The closest hotel to the ticket office, this is
a big rambling building, with a slickly dressed
and well-trained staff, though, unfortunately,
not the facilities to match. Some floors have
tippy-toe views of the falls and the grounds
are lovely, but some rooms are damp and
nowhere near worth the price they’re asking.
Be patient if you decide to bargain here - the
discounts don’t come easy.

There are lots of restaurants and quick eats
around the edge of the parking lot, but the
better choices (and cheaper prices) are at one
of the hole-in-the-wall eateries on the road
veering downhill and westward from here.

There are also plenty of restaurants in
Huangguoshu village near the Catholic church
if you feel like a walk.

GETTING THERE & AWAY

Buses to the falls run every 20 minutes from
Anshun’s long-distance bus station (Y10, one
hour, from 7.30am to 5pm). The route takes you
past the turnoff for Longgong Caves, through
the messy town of Zhénning (f1'7*) and
around the winding streets of Hudnggudshu
village, before letting you off at the parking lot
in front of the falls’ ticket office.

From Guiydng, buses to Hudnggudshu
leave every 40 minutes from the long-distance
bus station (Y30 to Y40, 2% hours, 7.10am to
noon). Guiydng-bound buses from Xingyi will
also drop you off at the falls.

Leaving the falls, buses for Anshun leave
when full from the parking lot (Y10, one hour,
7am to 6pm). Guiyang-bound buses also leave
from the parking lot when full between 7am
and 6pm (Y35, three hours).

The falls’ parking lot is also packed with
taxis and microvans for hire. In the peak sea-
son, you'll often find minivans shuttling back
and forth all day between Huangguo6shu and
Longgong Caves.

Book accommodation online at lonelyplanet.com

Huangguoshu Airport only handles
flights from Guangzhou (Y890, four weekly)
so it won’t be of interest to most travelling
the Southwest, though flights to and from
Kanming and other destinations are likely
to be added.

Shitouzhai 17 L J¢

This Bouyi village (admission Y15) isn’t far from
Huangguoshu Falls and the friendliness of
the inhabitants is as much a reason to visit as
its lovely setting.

Over 600 years old, this little hamlet is
packed with small stone houses, cobbled
lanes and friendly locals. Everyone here who
isn’t farming seems to somehow be involved
in batik production, and you may be invited
into a villager’s home to watch the process.
Thankfully, the selling hasn’t gotten too
aggressive and for the most part you can
browse in peace until you see something
you like.

This is becoming a popular stop for Chi-
nese tourists and you can see efforts are being
made to spruce the place up for travellers;
some of the village equipment has bilingual
signs explaining its use and the ponds across
the street from the village have been land-
scaped and are dotted with a couple of small
waterwheels.

An hour or two would be more than
enough to see it all, and a stop here is a pleas-
ant diversion either on your way to or back
from Huangguoshu Falls. However, the karst-
studded landscape surrounding Shitouzhai
is lovely and some travellers may consider
hanging around to explore some of the vil-
lages spotting the nearby hills or to do some
of the lovely walks that would be possible in
the area.

SLEEPING & EATING
There’s only one guesthouse here open year-
round, but others are under construction and
should be accepting guests by the time you
read this.

Shitouzhai Jingqui Zhaodaisud (7 2& 5t [X 1
R JJT; @ 1376-536 4841; d/tr with shared bathroom Y60/90)
Just a few metres inside the village gates and
run by a lovely family, this place has simple
beds in dark wood rooms. The wooden floors
are disturbingly creaky but the shared bath-
rooms and showers are clean and modern. A
single room with a Ming-style ‘antique’ bed
costs Y150.
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There’s a couple of small restaurants here
too, but they are only open in high season
months (roughly April to September).

GETTING THERE & AWAY
To get here, take a Hudngguoshu-bound bus
from Anshun and tell the driver you're going
to Shitouzhai (Y5 to Y8, 30 to 40 minutes).
You'll be let off at a road forking away from
the main highway. Follow the road for about
2km until you reach Shitouzhai. You’ll know
when you have arrived by the landscaping:
there will be a pond with a waterwheel on the
right, and, just afterwards, a clutch of stone
houses on your left where you’ll find the vil-
lage entrance.

To leave, walk back to the fork in the road.
If you’re continuing on to Hudngguoshu,
most buses heading west will pass the falls;
if you're going to Anshun, flag down any bus
heading eastward.

Other Traditional Villages

If you'’re interested in visiting still more trad-
itional villages and have plenty of time to
endure local transport, you can head out to
Loujiazhuang (%5 J1), a Miao village 23km
northeast of Anshuin, Langdai (E 1), 45km
west of Hudnggudshu, or Bawan, about 50km
west of Anshun (just south of the Anshun-
Litizhi road). Both Ldngdai and Bawan are
Bouyi villages.

WESTERN GUIZHOU

Guizhou’s west is a mystery to most foreign-
ers, but it has some lovely natural sights that
are enticing increasing numbers of travellers
to discover the region.

If you're jonesing for a glimpse of the en-
dangered black-necked crane, Wéining’s Cao-
hai Lake is a hallowed sight for bird-watchers.
Further south, some travellers rate a trip to the
silvery, thread-thin waterfalls at Xingyi’s Mal-
ing Gorge as preferable to the commercialism
of Anshun’s thundering Huangguoshu Falls.

Roads and infrastructure here have im-
proved enormously in recent years, speeding
up travel times immensely; there’s a small but
sleek modern airport in Xingyi and the road
up to Wéining is flawlessly smooth.

However, elements of Guizhou’s ‘wild west’
reputation remain and there’s still a lot here
to attract intrepid travellers: English is not
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spoken at all, foreigners in rural areas will
stop traffic and there are real opportunities
for off-the-beaten-track exploration of the
minority villages.

Many sub-branches of the Miao (Hmong)
live here, including the Long-Horned Miao
around Litizhi, named after their enormous
protruding hairstyles; the Flowery Miao in
the northwest around Weéining; and the Black
Miao and Bouyi in the southwest around
Xingrén and Xingyi.

This swath of Guizhou is also worth consid-
ering as an alternative, little-travelled route to
Yunnan. There are connections to Kanming
from Xingyi and via Xuanwéi from Weéining.

WEINING J2;'1*

%0857 / pop 57,000

Weéining is a rugged little town a couple of
kilometres away from Caohai Lake (Cdohai
Hu), one of China’s premier bird-watching
sites.

Though there’s not much to see in the town
itself, the population is a mix of Han, Miao,
Hui and Yi minorities, so there’s plenty of
atmosphere. A large market is held here every
three or four days, which is attended by the
Flowery Miao. Evidence of the Hui includes
a modern mosque in the north of town and
several Muslim restaurants nearby.

There are also remote minority villages in
the region, most interesting if you can hunt
down a market or festival that may be going
on. While not worth the trip to Wéining on
their own, intrepid travellers may enjoy get-
ting out and exploring some of them and get-
ting to know a bit of the countryside.

Though the centre of town is usually full
of life and has a unique energy you just don’t
feel elsewhere in Guizhou, this is still one of
the most backward areas in the province. The
social problems that go along with that kind
of poverty are never far from the surface in
Weéining.

Caohai Lake /5]
Even if it weren’t the premier sight for bird-
watching in China, Caohai Lake (Grass Sea
Lake; Cdohai Hu) would be pretty spectacular.
This 20-sq-km freshwater wetland glimmers
about 2km away from Weéining’s central core
and when the sun hits the water just so, the
effect is gorgeous.

The lake became a national nature reserve
in 1992 and is an important wintering site
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for many migratory birds, the most famous
of which is the black-necked crane. The lake
is considered a wetland because its average
depth is only 2m. Grasses cover 60% of the
lake, giving rise to the name Caohdi or Grass
Sea.

The lake has a fragile history. It once fed
into the Yangzi River (Chdng Jiang) and has
even disappeared several times in the last 3000
years. It was drained during the Great Leap
Forward and then again during the Cultural
Revolution in order to provide farmland. The
experiment was a miserable failure and the
land was unusable. The lake was refilled in
1980, but government tinkering with water
levels in ensuing years continued to impact
both the local environment and villagers’
livelihoods.

The government has poured millions of
yuan into lake conservation ever since, but
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some pressing problems remain. Almost a
third of Wéining’s sewage runs into the lake
and more than 20,000 people live in the re-
serve. To encourage local interest in park
conservation, some villagers have been hired
as park workers, a conservation education
programme has been set up and grants have
been made available to farmers who wish to
set up alternative businesses. One plan for
sustainable development involves ecotourism
or, more to the point, you.

Boaters and touts will mob you as soon
as you arrive at the path down to the lake,
offering you a punt around to show you the
birds. The official price is Y60 per hour per
boat, though you’ll have to bargain hard to
get them down from starting prices of Y100
or more per person.

Though it’s still not possible to walk the
entire lake circumference without eventually
ending up in patches of swampland, there
are extensive trails a good part of the way
around. As the cranes often roost quite close
to the shore, this is another pleasant way to
see the birds and the cacophony of their calls
can be fantastic.

Be aware that if you turn down the touts
and boaters and decide to walk round the lake
instead, they may not leave you alone for the
rest of your visit. They have a James Bond-like
ability to show up wherever you are in Wéining
to continue the haggle: your hotel in the morn-
ing, the kebab stand in the evening, the bus
station as you're trying to leave town.

The lake is particularly beautiful at dusk
when the jagged Wumeng Mountain Range
frames the silvery sunset. The elevation here
is higher though, so bring warm clothes for
the cold nights.

The best time to visit the lake is Decem-
ber to March, when the birds are wintering.
During this time the northwest enjoys much
better weather than the rest of Guizhou and
there are often clear blue skies in Weéining
when visibility in nearby Shuichéng is down
to 200m. However, snow and ice frequently
close the road winding up through the hills
from Shuichéng to Weéining, so if you're on
a tight schedule it’s best to build a couple of
extra days into your itinerary just in case the
weather doesn’t cooperate.

Once you get there, you don’t need more
than one full day in Weéining to explore the lake,
but many hard-core bird-watchers or nature-
lovers may certainly choose to stay longer.
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To get here, you can either walk the 2km
from the town centre or take a taxi. Wéining’s
taxis are unmetered so ask how much it will
cost first; usually Y3, the fare is sometimes
rounded up to Y5 for foreigners. Be careful
when you're in the taxis: they’re usually di-
lapidated nightmares and the doors often fly
open when the driver takes a corner.

Sleeping

Accommodation in Wéining is extremely
basic and a lot of times, startlingly unclean.
If you're looking for dorm accommodation
there’s a lot of zhdodaisud (basic lodgings)
near the main intersection by the bus station,
but conditions can get pretty dirty.

Caohai Binguan (V7Liff TSI @ 622 1511; s/d/tr
Y85/50/60) Right on the road, near the path to
the lake, the location here is ideal. Rooms
are big, have incredibly high ceilings and are
furnished with heavy, dark-brown beds, ta-
bles and chairs. There’s toilets and sinks in
each room but showers are communal. The
staff here aren’t particularly friendly (and
often extremely hard to find) but are a pretty
good source of local information once you've
pinned them down. If you've never been to
the hotel before you are likely to walk right by
it without even noticing; a taxi from the bus
station is your best bet (Y3 to Y5).

Heijinghé Bingudn (@) 622 9306; 18 Jianshe Lu; 43
1% 18 ;s Y88-128, d Y168) Despite damp, cold
rooms and wall stains, this big rambling hotel
is the best accommodation in town. Central
heating sputters to life with varying degrees of
success between 9pm and 10pm. To get here,
turn right out of the bus station and cross the
intersection. Walk for about half a block and
you'll see the hotel on your left.

Eating

There’s not a lot of restaurants in town though
it’s heaving with little four- or five-table hole-
in-the-wall eateries. There’s a significant Hui
population here, so the beef noodles are a
consistently tasty dish - try the Muslim res-
taurants near the mosque.

Ciohai Canting (Y745 T, dishes from Y5) About
200m east of Céohdi Bingudn, this is a cheap
and friendly restaurant, convenient if you are
on your way to or from the lake where there
are not a lot of places to chow down.

The intersection near Xinhua Bookshop
and the long-distance bus station has several
hole-in-the-wall stir-fry places as well.
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BIRD-WATCHING ON THE GRASS SEA

Caohai Lake is one of the best places to bird-watch in China; in fact, the World Wide Fund for
Nature (WWF) has listed it as one of the top 10 bird-watching destinations in the world.

Up to 100,000 birds winter at the lake between December and March, with 179 different
species having been recorded. These include a number of protected species, such as black-necked
and hooded cranes, black and white storks, golden and imperial eagles, white-tailed sea eagles,
Eurasian cranes and white spoonbills. More common birds easily spotted at the lake include the
bar-headed goose, Eurasian widgeon, common pochard, Eurasian coot and black-headed gull.

The lake’s star attraction is the black-necked crane. The least known of the 15 types of crane,
it is listed by the IUCN (World Conservation Union) as vulnerable, with a global population of
around 6000. The birds breed at high altitudes in Tibet, Qinghai and western Sichuan, and then
spend the winter basking in the relative warmth of southern Tibet and the Yunnan-Guizhéu
plateau. It is thought one important local migration route takes birds from Caohai Lake to Z&igé
in northern Sichuan. Four hundred black-necked cranes currently winter at the lake - the highest
number ever recorded and a great improvement on the mid-1970s, when numbers plummeted
to only 35.

The cranes have little fear of people and you can often approach to within 10m without
disturbing them. Perhaps part of the reason for this is that cranes have long enjoyed an exalted
place in Chinese culture as a symbol of happiness and good fortune. You may see statues of
cranes in many of China’s imperial palaces, such as the Forbidden City in Béijing.

China’s Southwest has several other important crane wintering sites at Dashanbao, Bitahai,
Napa Hai and Huizé in neighbouring Yunnan, but Caohai Lake remains by far the easiest and
best place to spot them.

The Tuoda Forest, 60km northwest of Caohai Lake, has been set aside as a nature reserve for
the protection of the endangered Reeves’ pheasant. This bird is unique to China, but owing to
widespread deforestation its numbers have declined in recent years and its total population is
probably no more than 5000. The male has striking plumage in autumnal golds and browns boldly
crisscrossed with black and white; its tail can be up to three times its body length.

Tuoda is a plantation of deciduous and evergreen trees that provides safe feeding and nesting
for the pheasants. However, despite its protected status, Tuoda continues to suffer from illegal
clearing; recent visitors reported only saplings of oak and pine where once a mature forest
supported a good diversity of birds. Reeves’ pheasant appears to hang on in Tuoda, but parts
of the forest are being converted to agriculture, which almost certainly means local extinction
of the bird.
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Getting There & Away

Weining’s bus station is a broken-down mess
and it’s hard to believe a place this small can
get so chaotic.

From Guiydng, there’s one bus daily to
Weéining (Y80, seven hours, 9am). If that bus
is cancelled (which occurs frequently during
winter), you can go to the surprisingly large,
modernising city of Shuichéng (7K3i%; Y55, 3%
to four hours, every 30 minutes from 7am to
5pm), and from there get a bus the rest of the
way to Weéining (Y30 to Y40, three to four
hours, 9am and noon).

Coming back from Weéining, the Guiyang-
bound bus leaves daily at 8.30am. There’s no
direct bus from Weéining to southern Guizhou,
but if you don’t want to backtrack through
Guiyang, take the bus to Shuichéng, from

where buses leave daily for Xingyi (Y82, six
hours, 8.30am and noon), though by all ac-
counts this may not be the most comfortable
ride you've ever been on.

If you want to head to Yunndn from
Weéining, a bus goes south to Xuanwéi (Y25,
eight hours, 7.30am and 9am). If you catch the
7.30am bus to Xuanweéi, you'll arrive just in
time to catch the last bus to Kinming (Y40,
eight hours) at 3.30pm, although it’s a lot of
travelling to do in one day. From Weéining,
there is also a sleeper bus to Kanming (Y90,
16 hours, 5.30pm).

Alternatively, take the morning bus to
Zhaotong (Y20, three hours, 7.20am and
8am), from where you can hop over to
Xichang in southern Sichuan and connect
with the Kanming-Chéngda train line.
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AROUND WEINING

Weining is useful as a base to visit remote Yi
and Miao villages in the region, though you’ll
really have to rough it as facilities are very
limited in this area.

If you want to explore, locals recommend
Léngjie (J£147), 60km northwest of Weining.
The town of Jinzhéng (4>%1), 16km east on the
road to Shuichéng (7K3), is also said to have
a great market every three or four days.

On the 5th of the fifth lunar month there is
horseracing in some Yi villages around Wéining
and a Flower Dance Festival at Mata, featuring
crossbow shooting and antiphonal singing.
Mata is 107km northwest of Weéining and
buses to Yungui and Léngjié pass nearby.

You can reach any of these villages by mini-
bus from the long-distance bus station. Prices
depend on the number of travellers they’ve got
and bargaining skills.

These areas are rarely visited by even do-
mestic travellers, let alone foreigners, so it
can be extremely difficult to get information
and dates on these festivals except from lo-
cals once you arrive. (Dates are often also
decided locally from year to year.) If you're
keen, however, you can contact the Guiyang
CITS (p102), tell the staff what you are in-
terested in and they may be able to ferret out
the info for you.

XINGYI 2% X

0859 / pop 120,400

Xingyi doesn’t seem like much at first glance.
However, the area has become an important
gold mining centre (it’s the 10th largest gold
producer in all of China) and new finds have
multiplied the amount of drilling and mineral
exploitation in the region. Xingyi now has one
of the more affluent populations in Guizhou
and that, coupled with the new airport and
improved roads, is giving the city a pleasant
mini-boom. Unfortunately, despite the devel-
opment, the city itself is still a bit of a bore,
(everything more or less shuts down com-
pletely by dark), but the surrounding scenery
is definitely worth a visit and the weather here
is some of the mildest in Guizhou.

Xingyi is mainly populated by Han Chinese
and Hui Muslims, though the surrounding
villages are largely made up of Black Miao
and Bouyi. Foreign travellers are more or
less unheard of here. It’s not so easy to suss
out local markets and festivals; even the few
Xingyi locals involved in the tourism industry
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may give you blank looks when you ask (see
p123 for more info).

Information

INTERNET ACCESS

Internet access is available from any one of
the internet cafés along the upper floor of
the ring of buildings surrounding the town’s
Central Plaza.

MONEY

The Bank of China (Zhonggud Yinhang; Yunnan Dongluy;
t¥38am-6pm) near Chuanyundong Park will
change travellers cheques Monday to Friday
in the early morning and in the late afternoon.
However, it is not used to foreigners so the
transaction may be a long and painful one.
Luckily, there’s an ATM outside.

POST

You can post your letters from the main China
Post office, a five-minute walk northwest of
the Panjiang Bingudn.

TOURIST INFORMATION

Everything in Xingyi is geared towards Chi-
nese group tours and there is zilch here to
help independent travellers. Even the few local
guides have a hard time nailing down festival
dates unless they have a long, loooooong lead
time. Your best source of travel information
for Xingyi is Guiyang’s CITS (p102); make
contact well in advance of your travel dates
so the staff has some time to research festivals
and the like for you.

Sights & Activities

The most interesting area of town lies in the
pedestrian alleys and side streets northeast of
Chuanyundong Park (Chuanyindong Gongyuan; admission
Y1.50; ¥4 dawn-dusk) and leading to the central
plaza (jiexin huayudn). The central plaza and
the small riverside square across from the
park are popular meeting places for locals,
especially in the evenings.

Chuanyundong Park itself is on the drab
side and not really worth your time. The most
worthwhile sights in this area are outside
Xingyi city (see p123).

Sleeping

Plenty of budget hotels line the streets around
the various bus stations. Service is generally
quite friendly but the facilities aren’t always
the cleanest. Xingyi’s top-end hotel market
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is booming thanks to the new airport; these
are all centred just outside the city core. The
midrange category is the only segment not so
well served here.

Wiizhuangbui Zhaodaisud (i 5E A 15 HT; ©)322
4243;92 Yunnan Jie; 25 1 75792 5 4-/3-bed dm Y10/15, 1 Y60,
r with shared bathroom Y25-40) The family that runs
this hotel is so cheery and kind that they make

staying here worth considering, even if at first
glance the facilities might put you off. Rooms
will likely be among the most spartan you’ll
encounter on your trip (they can get damp
and drafty in cold weather, too), but it’s about
the only place along this drag that was enthu-
siastically accepting foreigners at the time of
research. It’s also useful if your bus is arriving
late or leaving early from the west bus station.
There’s no name on the sign; look for the bright
blue awning with yellow characters.

Pénjiang Binguan ( @ 322 3456, ext 8118; 4 Panjiang
Xilu; #i5LL G B4 ; dm/s/d/tr Y50/280/380/380) This
hotel is still the most frequent destination in
the city for tour groups, meaning its rooms
can be booked solid, even in nonpeak periods.
Rooms are the generic but comfortable variety
you find at such high-volume Chinese hotels,
but, at the moment, this is still probably the
best midrange option in the city.

Aviation Hotel (Hangkong Jilidian; (= 312 6666; fax 312
6668; Ruijin Lu; Fif 4 1¢; d incl breakfast Y680; (€2)) Still
the best top-end choice in town, this hotel is
popular with people visiting for business. It’s
reliably run, although somewhat inconven-
iently located on the edge of town.
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Eating

Xingyi residents are the first to admit it:
though the town’s scenery is terrific, the
restaurant scene has a way to go. (As one
local resident told us, ‘Restaurants? There
are many. Are they good? Hmm...not so
much.”) However, there are some snack foods
Xingyi is well known for that are worth tast-
ing, including gangzi mian (FL.-1-[), a tasty
egg-noodle dish, and jirou tang yudn (%R
), a soup of small rice dumplings filled
with spicy chicken and served in a peppery
broth. Ydng rou fén (- A¥;; lamb noodles)
and jidan gao (XS EEKE; simple egg cake) are
also popular dishes here.

Two of the best places to try some of these
dishes are right next door to each other.

Zou Jirou Tangyuan (Ruijin Lu; i 4> #%; dumpling
soup Y2-5, noodles small Y3-5, large Y5-7; £} 8am-late af-
ternoon) Workers from the nearby shopping
centres and businesses flock to this hole-in-
the-wall restaurant to fill up on jirou tang
yudn at lunchtime. In addition to serving the
hordes, the staff always seems to be busy pre-
paring pickled radishes, huge jars of which sit
around the restaurant. Do like the locals do
and dump them in the broth to eat with the
little rice dumplings.

Laogang Zi Noodle Shop (Liogangzi Mianfang; &) 323
2001; Ruijin Lu; Fifi 4 #; noodles small Y3-5, large Y5-7;
t%3 8am-4pm or 5pm) Besides the ever popular
gangzi mian there’s a list of nine other tasty
chicken and beef noodle dishes to try. This
simple restaurant has an English sign outside.

There are bakeries (mianbao fang) all over
downtown; one of the best is on the corner of
Yunnan Jie and Panjiang Lu.

Getting There & Around

AIR

Xingyi’s new airport is tiny but gleaming. It’s
a 15- to 20-minute drive from town and the
only way to get to or from it is by taxi. The
rate will depend on your driver so establish
the price before you get in. Many drivers ask
for Y15, though don’t be surprised if you are
hit for as much as Y50.

There are daily services between Guiydng
and Xingyi (Y1200, 40 minutes), usually two
afternoon flights going in both directions.
There’s also two night flights (again going
both ways) between Xingyi and Shénzhen,
in Guingdong province, every Thursday
and Sunday (Y1050, 35 minutes). New roads
between here and Yinndn have made bus
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travel so quick and comfortable, the Xingyi-
Kanming flights have been discontinued.

You can buy tickets from Daili Guénéi Jipiao
(@ 3120888; 55 Ruijin Lu; £¥ 8am-6pm), right outside
the Aviation Hotel.

BUS

There are several bus stations in town, and
you may be dropped at any one of them upon
your arrival. The east bus station (kéyun dongzhan;
Hunan Jie) has daily services to Guiyang (Y92.50,
six hours, every 40 to 50 minutes from 8am
to 6pm). The same bus will drop you off at
Anshun (Y65.50, four hours), Hudnggudshu
(Y53.50, five hours) or Xingrén (Y16.50, 45 to
60 minutes). Outside the east bus station are
minibuses for Zhénféng and Anlong.

The west bus station has services to
Kanming (Y91.50 to Y109.50, three to five
hours, 8am and 8pm). If you’re going to the
Stone Forest at Shilin in Yunndn, you can get
off the bus a couple of hours before Kinming
and save yourself doubling back.

There are also buses to Shuichéng (Y82, six
hours, 10am, noon and 4pm), where you can
spend the night before heading on to Wéining
for Caohai Lake.

From Guiyang, there are buses to Xingyl
(Y70 to Y80, 6% hours, hourly from 9am to
6pm) departing from the Tiyugudn bus sta-
tion. From Anshuin there are also hourly buses
to Xingyi (Y55, five to six hours, from 7am to
3.30pm).

TAXI

Xingyl is a sprawling town and taxis are much
quicker and more efficient for getting around
than the city buses. The flag fall is Y5.

TRAIN

Xingyli’s nearest train station is 15km north-
east of town at Dingxido (II%%). Buses will
take you there for Y10 from outside Xingyi’s
east bus station.

Five trains leave daily for Kanming depart-
ing at 6.10am, 8.13am, 8.40am, 2.15pm and
3.41pm. They take six to seven hours and
cost Y100. Trains also stop here en route to
Ndnning at 5.01am, 8.20am, 9.16am, 9.33am
and 11.42pm (Y120, seven hours).

AROUND XINGYI

If you want to visit all the following places in
one day, a taxi or car hired through your ac-
commodation will likely cost around Y300.
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Minorities Marriage Customs Museum
RIS R T

Set up in a lovely courtyard-style building that
was once home to a local Qing officer, the
exhibits at this museum (Minzd Hansti Béwuguén; ad-
mission Y15; {%} 8am-6pm) focus on the clothing and
courting rituals of Guizhou’s minorities.

Some of the displays have English captions
but are too bizarrely translated to make much
sense; some sound downright naughty (eg
‘Girls control their pleasure sowing seeds of
love on the village road’.)

Because of this, a little Chinese language
skill here would definitely help. However,
as many of the rituals are depicted through
photographs, anyone with a keen interest in
the province’s minorities will still enjoy the
objects and outfits.

An intriguing ritual to keep an eye out
for involves parents drilling holes in their
daughter’s room so suitors can come and
sing to her at night. Once the girl has chosen
her man, the holes are sealed up to show the
village that the girl is no longer available.
Another more disturbing ritual involves a
young couple pulling apart a chicken. The
direction of the chicken’s eyes at the end will
tell the families whether the match is a good
one (if the eyes go in the same direction) or
abad one (if the eyes are looking in different
directions).

The museum is about a 10-minute ride
from the centre of Xingyi and makes a nice
diversion on your way to or from Ten Thou-
sand Peak Hills.
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You can get to the museum with a taxi or
on city bus 1. It's sometimes closed during
the day for lunch, so early morning or late
afternoon is the best time to catch it open.

Ten Thousand Peak Hills /7 I [%

The karst landscape to the south of Xingyi is
called Ten Thousand Peak Hills (Wanfengling; = 334
2299; admission Y61; % 8am-6pm) and the short roll-
ing karst formations of this area seemingly
go on forever.

The scenic spot (often called ‘the Stone For-
est’ by locals) is actually just a section where
a fancy road has been built around the hills,
the various views and karst formations have
been given spiffy names, and a ticket booth
has been set up. If you arrive by taxi or bus,
you'll be ferried around the sight in a golf-
cart like touring vehicle while a guide points
out the various formations to you, explaining
how they change depending on where you
are located. (If visiting in cool weather, bring
lots of warm clothing: the carts have roofs
but no walls so it can get very, very cold.)
You can easily make your way around in 30
to 40 minutes.

If you've hired a car for the day and want
to see the area in your own vehicle, you can
do that, too, although if you have that chance,
you’d probably be best to save the admis-
sion fee and just ask your driver to spend the
day driving you into the hills and stopping
at whatever village piques your interest. The
Bouyi villages in this area are particularly in-
teresting so you could do some great walks.

You can get to Ten Thousand Peaks either
by taxi or on city bus 1.

Maling Gorge -} Ii% i Ik 73

The precarious plunge of Maling Gorge (Mlinghé
Xidgui; admission Y60; ¥4 8am-6pm) contains some of
the loveliest scenery in Guizhou province.
Narrow streams of silver water plunge over
its sides, and the clouds of spray bouncing
on the rocks below look like shattered crystal
glass from certain angles. The area is lush with
foliage and the walls of the gorge are pocked
with exotic calcium formations.

Though becoming more and more popular
during the summer, outside of this period the
gorge is still a peaceful and quiet place. Many
travellers prefer it to Huangguoshu Falls.

From the ticket gate, follow the newly laid
stone trail down into the gorge. The trails
are well marked and you can spend the bet-
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ter part of a day exploring the waterfalls and
caves, crisscrossing the bridges in a loose loop,
eventually returning to a steep staircase back
up to the parking lot.

A cable car was under construction here at
the time of research and should be open by
summer 2008.

With the copious amounts of water and
mist in the gorge, the trails can become ex-
tremely slippery and treacherous, especially
during the rainy season. Sturdy shoes and
waterproofs are essential. You may also want
to bring a torch for the tunnels.

Rafting is becoming a bigger and bigger
drawcard here and the activity is offered from
roughly March to September, though it com-
pletely depends on the water levels and how
cold it may be. Don’t expect epic whitewater
rafting here, as it’s a slow descent. The longest
route lasts about two hours. All equipment
is provided and trips cost roughly Y160 per
person. Just follow the signs on the trails to
the rafting points.

You can get here either by taxi or on city
bus 5. You can also come back on city bus 5,
though it is often just as easy to get out on
the main road and flag down whatever long-
distance bus may be heading into town.

Minority Villages, Festivals & Markets
The region around Xingyi has plenty of fes-
tivals and markets, though at the moment
the lack of tourism development in this area
means that finding out about them before-
hand is challenging, even for locals. The up-
side is that intrepid travellers will have a ball
jumping on and off minibuses to explore.

The Chabai Singing Festival takes place on the
21st of the sixth lunar month in a vacant field
a few kilometres north of Dingxido, just off the
main road to Xingrén. The thwarted ardour
of the lovers Cha and Bai is marked by an
antiphonal singing contest and an improvised
love song competition. The celebration draws
not just the locals, but also Bouyi people from
nearby Yunnan and Guangxi.

As for markets, you can check out the
villages around the little town of Xingrén (3%
{~), 45 minutes from Xingyi (buses leave
from Xingyi’s east bus station every 40 to 50
minutes).

Again, though, it’s best if you can get a
local to find out whether a market is actually
going on, because otherwise the villages will
be pretty deserted and of not much interest to
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travellers. Baling ([".#%), a village 21km east of
Xingrén on the road to Anshun, has a reputa-
tion for hosting an interesting market every
six days that’s frequented mainly by Black
Miao and Bouyi people.

Other villages with markets every six to
eight days include Tinjidgo (T/}51), 18km to-
wards Anléng from Xingrén, and Gétang (%
i), 41km towards Anléng, then 9km west of
the main road.

You can get to any of these villages by mini-
van from Xingrén.

EASTERN GUIZHOU

The rough terrain of eastern Guizhou is mi-
nority territory and doing a circuit through the
area’s villages can be one of the most thrilling
parts of visiting China’s Southwest. No matter
what time you come, something, somewhere
will be going on, whether it’s a colourful mar-
ket or loud and boisterous festival.

Formerly the stomping ground of intrepid
travellers, increasing numbers of people have
discovered the region, and much of it can’t
really be considered off-the-beaten track any
more — several of the villages, now wealthy
from tourist dollars, are getting pretty slick.

Over 13 different minorities live in the re-
gion, technically known as the Qiandongnan
Miao and Dong Autonomous Prefecture. Their
diversity is fascinating and everything from
their languages to their architecture to their
food to their dress is different from what you'd
see in ‘Han’ China. The main groups you’ll
encounter are the Dong, Shui, Miao and Gejia.
The landscape, too, is striking, with its lush
forests, undulating hills and rice terraces.

If your time is limited, then there are many
interesting villages that can be reached as a
day trip from Kaili. If you have more time,
it’s possible to explore a number of Miao vil-
lages in a loop northeast of Kili, limiting the
amount of backtracking you’ll have to do. A
journey southeast into Dong territory can also
take you in a loop from Réngjiang, eventually
bringing you back to Kaili or across the border
into Guangxi province. Zhényudn, Xijiang
and Zhaoxing are all villages and towns that
are definitely worth a visit, and it’s worthwhile
planning your trip around at least one of the
local festivals. In summer, you might also visit
Fanjing Shan Nature Reserve, near Guizhou’s
eastern border.
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Festivals & Events

Kiili and surrounding villages host a large
number of minority festivals - over 130 an-
nually. February in particular is dominated
by more than two weeks of liishéng festivals,
held successively in villages in the Zhoi area.
The Miao New Year is celebrated around the
region, especially in Langdé and Xijiang, in
the 10th lunar month. Approximate West-
ern dates for the main festivals are given on
pl01.

KAILI ] §.

0855 / pop 153,000

Kaiili is the gateway to the fantastic minority
territory of eastern Guizhou, one of Southwest
China’s travel highlights. Not much goes on in

the city itself but it serves as an excellent base
from which to explore the area’s Miao and
Dong villages. You can either set up in Kaili
and do some day trips, or use it as a launching
point for village-hopping your way southeast
into Gudngxi.

Kaili is about 195km almost directly east
of Guiyang.

Information

Bank of China (Zhonggué Yinhang; Shaoshan Nanlu)
Changes cash, travellers cheques and offers cash advances
on credit cards. There is also an ATM here. A second branch
on Beijing Donglu will also change cash.

China International Travel Service (CITS; Zhonggué
Gudji Liixingshe; =) 822 2506; 53 Yingpan Donglu;

£%9 9am-5.30pm) If only every CITS in China was like this

Book accommodation online at lonelyplanet.com

one! Staff here are universally helpful and have fluent
English, French and Japanese speakers. The place for
information on minority villages, festivals, markets and
organised tours.

China Post (Zhonggud Youzheng; cnr Shaoshan Beilu &
Beijing Donglu) Make international phone calls on 2nd floor.
Internet Café (Wangha; Shaoshan Nanlu; per hr Y2,
deposit Y10; £ 24hr) Near the Kailai Hotel, there’s over
100 computers here. If video game—playing locals are
camped out at all of them, there’s another internet café on
Beijing Lu. The Beijing Lu café has a 7-Up sign outside and
computers downstairs.

Public Security Bureau (PSB; Gonganju; @ 853 6113;
26 Yongle Lu; £+ 8.30-11.30am & 2.30-5.30pm Mon-Fri)
Deals with all passport and visa inquiries.

Sights & Activities

The only formal sight in K4ili is its Minorities
Museum (Guizhou Minzi Bowiiguan; “T* 715 #; Ningbo Lu),
set up on the 3rd and 4th floors of a large ren-
ovated building in the south of town. You’ll
find maps, examples of minority costumes
and other artefacts relating to Guizhou’s peo-
ple. Though officially open from 8am to 5pm,
the doors are often locked whatever time you
turn up. Even so, you can still get a distant
look at some of the exhibits from the landing
on top of the staircase.

Go back down to the 1st floor of the same
building and you can stroll the five dozen or
so souvenir stalls set up to hawk minority
goods.

Elsewhere, Kdili has two parks: Dage Park
(Dagé Gongyuan; Big Pagoda Park) is in
the north of town, while further southeast,
Jinquanhu Park (Jinquanht Gongyuédn) has a
Dong minority drum tower built in 1985.

There’s also a market on Shaoshan Beilu
that, when busy, can be quite interesting.

Festivals & Events

Festivals are one of Guizhou’s major draw-
cards and the profusion of them around Kaili
makes this sleepy town the best place to base
yourself for exploring them. There is also a
huge number of markets held in the villages
surrounding Kaili. Xinhua has a huge market
every six to seven days. Zhouxi, Léishan and
and suggestions are available from the fabu-
lous Kaili CITS.

Sleeping ,
Shiyéu Bingudn ( @) 823 4331; 44 Yingpan Donglu; 2 4
IR 454475, dm/s/d/tr Y26/Y80/120/120) The town’s
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long-time budget favourite, the staff at this
hotel are young and friendly. It also has a good
location close to both the main bus station
and the CITS office. This place is probably a
better choice for late-spring to early-autumn
stays, as the rooms can get really cold and
drafty when the weather cools outside. Dur-
ing major festivals, the dorms and singles fill
up very quickly so it’s a good idea to reserve
ahead.

Guotai Dajitidian ( (=) 826 9888; fax 826 9818; 6 Beijing
Donglu; b 5 < 466 57; 5 Y238, d Y258-288) Decorated
in blues and greens, the rooms here are quite
attractive. This hotel is a popular choice for
foreign midrange travellers, despite lethargic,
world-weary service.

Kailai Jitidian ( 3 827 7888; fax 827 7666; 21 Shaoshan
Nanlu; 37 LU 5 #%21°5; s/d indl breakfast Y388/328) A
favourite with business people and Chinese
travellers, this hotel is always pretty crowded
and hectic. Rooms are blandly decorated but
quite comfortable despite a mould problem
beginning in several of the rooms’ bathrooms.
The buffet breakfast is OK but runs out pretty
quickly, so best get down as early as possible
for the full selection.

Eating

Snack food is all over Kaili including crepes,
potato patties, barbecues, tofu grills, noodles,
hotpot, shuijido (/K% Chinese ravioli) and
wonton soup. The collection of stalls and ea-
teries on the corner of Yingpan Donglu and
Wenhua Beilu are some of the most popular
with travellers. Further south, there’s a lane
heading east off Zhaoshan Nanlu where all
kinds of grill and snack stalls set up in the
evening; it’s worth checking out.

Also check out the alcove off Beijing
Donglu, where cafés and restaurants with
names such as Bobo and Happy serve up
Chinese- and Western-style food with vary-
ing degrees of success.

Wangjiao Canting (Beijing Xilu; It 5% P4 %, dishes
fromY3; %3 9am-8pm) Hidden way up on the 3rd
floor of a humungous department store, this
cafeteria-style eatery is a fun place to eat.
Clean and modern, its speciality is all kinds
of little snacks, and best of all for those who
don’t speak Chinese, a lot of the dishes are on
display. All you need to do is point to what
looks interesting and pretty soon you’ll have
your own personal feast. There’s also a simi-
lar place diagonally across from here on the
4th floor of the New Century Plaza shopping
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centre that locals recommend for the food,
though the atmosphere is dismal.

Lixiang Mianshidian (Wenhua Nanlu; SCA1¢ R 14,
dishes from Y5; £%37.30am-7.30pm) Long a popu-
lar place with locals, the English menu and
friendly family running this place have also
made it a popular spot with backpackers. It’s
a small place with a handful of plastic chairs
and tables. The wonton soup and noodles are
tasty but the servings are modest, so if you're
really hungry, plan to order a lot.

Getting There & Away

BUS

Kaili is served by two bus stations: the long-
distance bus station on Wenhua Beilu has
departures to most destinations, but if you

INFORMATION

Bank of China 1 [# 17 1A3
Bank of China 1 [E 44T 283
China Post "1 [# il B 3 B3
CITs o [ [ B AT 4 4 B3
Internet Café [% It 5 B4
Internet Café [ itt 6 A3
PSB A% 7 A3

SIGHTS & ACTIVITIES

Market 11737 8 B3
VT VIVEE T R U LN/ U 77 SO—— 9 B4
SLEEPING 3

Guétai Dajiudian [E48 Kk
Kailai Jitidian HUOKI ...
Shiyéu Binguan £1 i 77 .
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Cafés & Restaurants MIHEL ...verwrrrrnsrsmsrsssrenens 13 B3
Food Stalls /Miz 14 B3

Lixiang Mianshidian H#ARTH 15
New Century Plaza #rilt %1%
Noodle & Dumpling Stalls [ 4%/ .
Wangjido Canting I ffi % T

TRANSPORT
Local Bus Station iz ifi...
Long-Distance Bus Station .i%

can’t find what you’re looking for try the local
bus station on Yingpan Xilu.

Destinations you can travel to from the
local bus station include most of the sur-
rounding villages, such as Langdé (Y9 to Y10,
45 minutes to one hour), Chéng’an (Y11, one
hour), Mdjiang (Y8 to Y10, one hour), Huang-
ping (Y13, 30 minutes), Chéjiang, Matdng and
Léishan (Y11, one hour, every 30 minutes
from 7am to 7.30pm). Check the bus times
when you arrive.

TRAIN

Kéili’s train station is a couple of kilometres
north of town but departures are infrequent
and the train service slow; you're better off
getting the bus. Trains leave round the clock
for Guiyadng (Y55), the majority between
noon and midnight. These take three to five
hours.

For longer distances, it’s worth stop-
ping in Guiyang to secure a reservation. Six
trains a day pass through Kaili on their way
to Chongqing, and three a day on their way
to Kanming (1.51pm, 8.37pm and 8.50pm).
You can’t get a sleeper reservation in Kaili
so you'll have to pray for intervention from
a higher power (the conductor guard). The
same advice is valid for east-bound services
to Béijing and Shanghai.

lonelyplanet.com

BUS TIMETABLES

Buses from the Kaili long-distance bus station:

Destination Price Duration
(éngjiang Y61 6-7hr
Guiyéng Y45-51 2shr
Jinping Y45-70 Shr
(for Longli)
Léngdé Y8 40min
Liping Y72 7hr
Réngjiang Y37-47 Shr
Xijiang Y16-18 2hr
Zhényudan Y25 3hr
Getting Around

Bus fares cost Y0.50 in Kaili and almost all
of the buses departing from the train station
follow the same route up Qingjiang Lu, past
the long-distance bus station, along Beijing
Donglu and down Shaoshan Nanlu to the
museum. To the train station take bus 2.

Taxis charge a flat Y5 for anywhere in the
city and Y10 to the train station.

AROUND KAILI

The architecture or sights of the villages men-
tioned following make them worth visiting
at any time of year. But there are dozens and
dozens of other villages that, though deserted
most of the time, are completely transformed
during market days (every five to eight days)
and are absolutely worth making the effort to
get to. (Check with the Kaili CITS for dates
when you arrive.)

However, if you don’t have a lot of time for
grand overnight trips, there are also dozens
of Miao villages within an hour’s bus ride of
Kaili that can be visited as day trips. The main
attraction is wandering around the country-
side, exploring traditional wooden villages
and seeing the colourful Miao.

Zhouxi (#43%), on the road southwest to
Danzhai (F+%%) and Daytn (%)), is a pic-
turesque wooden village with a large Lusheng
Festival in the first lunar month shared with
nearby Qingman (75 2 ), which provides many
musicians for the gathering. Qingman is quiet
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Frequency Departs

6 daily 7am, 8.20am,
9.40am, 11.40am,
1.30pm & 2.30pm

every 20-30min 7.45am-7.15pm

every 30-45min 6.10am-4pm

every 25min 7am-6pm

3 daily 7am, 7.40am &
8.40am

every 40min 6.40am-4.40pm

4 daily 9am, noon, 2pm &
4pm

5 daily 7.30am, 9.30am,
11am, Tpm &
2.30pm

the rest of the time, but the dark wood archi-
tecture is impressive and there’s a hill in the
back to climb, passing a small graveyard.

A number of small lishéng festivals are
held throughout this region in the first lunar
month (usually February). The festivities
switch every couple of days between the sur-
rounding villages of Shiging, Dazhong, Xin-
guang, Sanjiang and Yatang.

The village of Ténggu (il 55%), 30km west of
Kiili on the road to Méjiang (JRL), special-
ises in a form of colourful painting, partly an
extension of traditional embroidery designs.

Léishan (7 111) is another village that may
be worth checking out and using as a base to
explore nearby Leigong Mountain (7 2 LL;
Léigong Shan; 2178m), which offers some in-
teresting hiking. However, getting there could
be a problem; ask at the CITS office in Kaili.

While the modernisation of some of the
villages may disappoint some travellers, many
locals say the tourism boom may help pre-
serve some customs. In recent years, as in
other poor regions of China, young Miao and
Dong have moved in droves to work in boom
cities such as Shénzhen, Béijing and Shanghai,
becoming assimilated into the Han majority.
However, some in the Kaili area villages say
that the amount of money tourism is bring-
ing into the region has turned things around
in recent years, encouraging young people to
maintain their music, dance and customs after
seeing how lucrative it can be.
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TRADITIONAL GARMENTS

The variety of clothing among the minorities of Guizhou provides travellers with a daily visual
feast. Clothes are as much a social and ethnic denominator as they are pure decoration. They
also show whether or not a woman is married and are a pointer to a woman’s wealth and skills
at weaving and embroidery.

Many women in remote areas still weave their own hemp and cotton cloth. Some families,
especially in Dong areas, still ferment their own indigo paste as well, and you will see this for
sale in traditional markets. Many women will not attend festivals in the rain for fear that the dyes
in their fabrics will run. Methods of producing indigo are greatly treasured and kept secret, but
are increasingly threatened by the introduction of artificial chemical dyes.

Embroidery is central to minority costume and is a tradition passed down from mother to
daughter. Designs include many important symbols and references to myths and history. Birds,
fish and a variety of dragon motifs are popular. The highest-quality work is often reserved for
baby carriers, and many young girls work on these as they approach marrying age. Older women
will often spend hundreds of hours embroidering their own funeral clothes.

Costumes move with the times. In larger towns, Miao women often substitute their embroidered
smocks with a good woolly sweater and their headdresses look suspiciously like mass-produced
pink and yellow Chinese towels.

lonelyplanet.com

Xijiang /41T

Xjjiang is thought to be the largest Miao vil-
lage and is well known for its embroidery and
silver ornaments (the Miao believe that silver
can dispel evil spirits). Set in a natural basin,
it’s bordered by paddy fields, with wooden
houses rising up the hillside.

Dawn hikes through the paddies are spec-
tacular and for those looking for more than an
afternoon stroll, there’s a three-day trek from
here to Péiyang (), a Miao village north of
Xijiang. This trail winds its way through some
remote minority villages and lush scenery.
You will probably find accommodation with
locals en route, but you shouldn’t expect it so
come prepared with sleeping bags, food and
camping equipment.

Many families offer rooms with dinner for
around Y40. This can turn into a festive af-
fair once the neighbours are invited over and
the singing performances begin. You can get
recommendations from the Kiili CITS office,
but otherwise just go up the main street and
ask around. Many of the people running the
souvenir stands also offer room and board.

If everyone’s full, try the Youdian Zhaodaisué
(B HL 3R 455 T, @ 334 8688; dm Y15) near the bus
drop-off. Guests say the kindness of the
fawiiyudn (floor attendants) more than makes
up for the grubby facilities.

GETTING THERE & AWAY
From Kaili’s long-distance bus station regular
buses go to Xijiang (Y16 to Y18, 2% hours,

9am, noon, 2pm and 4pm). Three to four
morning buses a day return to Kiili, or catch
abus to Léishan (Y8, 1% hours, last bus 5pm)
and from there head to Kaili.

Langdé F[ 7

Nestled among lush green trees, the water-
wheels, terrific Miao architecture and cobbled
pathways of Langdé made this village one of
the first to become popular with tour groups.
It’s now a well-oiled machine: the tour buses
roll up and the villagers run to their houses to
change into festival costumes, and everyone
descends on the village square for elaborate
singing, dancing and reed flute performances.
It may not feel as ‘authentic’ as some would
like, but don’t write it off completely. If there
aren’t any festivals going on when you’re in
Kaili, you can at least come here and get a taste
of what they’re like - seeing all the elaborate
silver headdresses alone is pretty impressive.
After the performances, the hard sell begins,
with locals flogging all kinds of clothes and
jewellery. Wandering around the village is
also pleasant and there’s a terrific 15km trail
along the Bala River that will take you through
several Miao villages.

GETTING THERE & AWAY

About 20km outside Kaili, buses pass by here
on the way to Léishan (Y7 to Y8). The village
is 2km from the main road. To leave the vil-
lage, get back down to the main road and flag
down a bus back to Kaili.
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THE MIAO

The Miao, or Hmong as they prefer to be called, are thought to have migrated 2000 years ago
from an area north of the Yellow River. During the course of their migrations, the Miao diversi-
fied into subgroups known as Black, Red, White, Blue, Long-Horned and Flowery Miao, after their
style of dress. This is, however, largely a Han classification and few Miao use these names among
themselves. Many Miao continued their migration beyond China into Laos, Thailand and Vietnam
where they are known as the Hmong (or Mong).

The Miao have a reputation as independent-minded and rebellious highlanders. Many Miao
joined the armed uprising against the Qing government from 1840 to 1870, which became known
as the Miao Rebellion. Numerous Lao Hmong worked covertly for the US government during the
American (Vietnam) War and settled in the USA after the fall of Saigon.

A significant number of Miao were converted to Christianity by 19th-century missionaries, who
created the first Miao script. Most Miao remain animist, however, with strong elements of ancestor
worship. Miao creation stories tell of an ancient flood and also of a mythical bird that hatched
the first humans. Tradition also states that the sky is propped up by 12 silver pillars. Miao oral
history is full of warrior heroes, many of whom died in uprisings against the Chinese.

Miao women are famous for their embroidery and silver jewellery, with each subgroup employing
unique styles. Black Miao, for example, wear 10m-long black turbans, black and purple clothes,
and silver ‘sideburns’, while the Flowery Miao dress predominantly in red, white and yellow. All
wear long skirts pleated like an accordion. These skirts, up to 6m long, are starched with rice water
and then folded, rolled and stored in a bamboo tube to set the desired number of pleats.

At festival time, Miao women wear stunning silver jewellery, often piling on five or six neck
rings, as well as chains, coins, chest locks and multiple headdresses. Girls wear huge horned, silver
headdresses and silver crowns resplendent with delicate silver birds, flowers and coins. Silver was
originally obtained from melting coins, though the Miao later received an annual silver stipend
from the government. Today most of the silver is alloy and, outside festival time, wooden combs
and plastic flowers and hairpins are worn as a substitute.

Long hair is particularly sought after, and old or fake hair is sometimes woven into a large
headdress. You can even see Miao women buying and selling big bunches of hair in some trad-

itional markets.

Shigiao 11 1§

This village’s name means ‘stone bridge’ and
there are a couple of remarkable ones spanning
the nearby river. This is a truly picturesque
Miao town, with a main street lined with live-
stock pens and wooden houses climbing the
modest slopes. The village was long famous in
the region for its exquisite handmade paper.
Though no longer making it for commercial
purposes, there is still a small paper-making
centre on the edge of town. Villagers there
will take you through the traditional paper-
making process and may even let you have a go
of it yourself. This place is usually only opened
if visitors have made prior arrangements or
if a tour group has just come through. If you
definitely want to see it, get Kdili’s CITS to
call ahead for you and check whether it will
be open or not when you arrive. It takes about
90 minutes to get here from Kaili. Buses (Y15)
leave every 45 minutes from 7am to 4pm from
the local west bus station.

Matang Jik
This village, 30km from Kaili, is home to the
Gejia, a group that has been identified by the
government as belonging to the Miao minor-
ity. The Gejia, who have different customs,
dress and language, aren’t particularly happy
about this classification and nor, for that mat-
ter, are the Miao. The Gejia are renowned batik
artisans and their traditional dress often fea-
tures batik and embroidery. Their hats (which
look a bit like heavily starched napkins) are
also made out of batik. The village is incredibly
friendly and if you decide to visit, be prepared
for the army of women selling handicrafts who
will pounce on you as soon as you arrive.
Nearby Incense Burner Hill (Xiangla Shan)
hosts a Hill Climbing Festival (on the 19th
of the sixth lunar month) to commemorate
those who used the hill as a base for the mid-
19th-century Miao Rebellion. The one-time
temples on the hill either fell into disrepair or
were razed during the Cultural Revolution.
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GETTING THERE & AWAY

The village is 2km from the main road and
buses regularly run past the drop-off point
in the direction of Chéng’an (Y5) and Kaili
(Y7). Just stand on the side of the road and
flag down anything that comes your way.

Taijiang 57T

T 0855

trip when its huge market gets going every five
days, taking over the main street, but also
spilling into the interesting backstreets. Con-
tact the Kdili CITS for exact dates.

Taijiang is a centre for Miao handicrafts.
You can also visit the Wénchang Gong (3
EE), a small temple in the east of town
dating from 1892 that now houses a small
Embroidery Museum (admission Y10). On display
are traditional clothing, hats and shoes, all
hand-stitched with intricate, beautiful pat-
terns and pictures, though it’s likely one of
the Miao women will offer to show you their
work at their workshop or house.

To get to the museum, turn right at the
bus station and head into the centre of town,
bearing right at the T-junction. Continue on
for a couple of hundred metres to find the
museum on your right.
the nearby villages of Fanpai or Shidong. The
Kaili CITS is excellent for making hotel sug-
gestions, or even better, they may actually be
able to fix you up with a homestay in one of
ing lantern festival halfway through the first
lunar month.

There are a few hotpot and noodle places
along the main street and at the central T-
junction. A few restaurants specialise in a kind
of communal stir-fry that’s worth trying if
there’s more than one of you.

GETTING THERE & AWAY

The main bus station is in the southwest of
town, from where buses run to and from Kaili
every hour or so from 7am until 6pm (Y15,
1% hours).

To reach Shidong, head up to the main
T-junction and bear left. Minibuses run this
route from 7am to 6pm (Y8 to Y10, two
hours) and leave when full.

If you're heading to Fanpai, you’ll find
transport along the right-hand branch of
Taijiang’s T-junction.

lonelyplanet.com

Fanpai /< HE

This traditional Miao village, hidden high in
a fog that makes it seem even more isolated
from the rest of the region. The village consists
of several hundred traditional wooden dwellings,
which cloak the steep valley like green moss.
In spring, villagers are busy tending the sur-
rounding terraced fields. In the winter chill
the kids head off to school carrying mini-
braziers full of glowing coals.

The town is noted for its wooden drum
dances and has a festival on the 2nd day of the
second lunar month.

Explore the village and hike in the sur-
rounding hills, following farmers’ trails. It’s a
peaceful, harmonious place where time seems
to have stood still - an increasingly rare find
in 21st-century China.

To get to Fanpai, take a minibus heading
at Fanpai (not Fanzhai - that’s another village
on the same road). The journey costs around
Y10 to Y15 and takes 75 minutes.

Shidong Jiti il

Shidong is a small Miao village on the banks
of the Qingshui River, and is famous for its
festivals. The two biggest are the Dragon Boat
Festival, held from the 24th to the 27th of
the fifth lunar month, and the Sisters’ Meal
Festival on the 15th of the third lunar month.
For approximate Western dates of these
festivals, see the boxed text, p101.

At other times this village is quiet except for
the local market, held every six days, when the
backstreets of the old town, east of the main
road, and even the banks of the river are filled
with stalls and traders.

Women sell inexpensive embroidery and
silver all year, and Shidong is a pretty good
place to buy them. There’s also a handicraft
shop in Liottn (1), a few kilometres out

Lene

and Shidong all day until dark. The trip takes
about 70 minutes and costs around Y15.

Chéng’an I %

T 0855

Choéng’an is best known for its bustling mar-
ket, one of the most popular in the region and
held every five days. Though this riverside city
used to be well known for its nice old town,
much of that has disappeared in recent years.
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However, there are a few remaining wooden
homes and buildings. Among these are Longev-
ity Hall (K77 #%; Changshou Dian), recently
reincarnated as a pool hall, and the nearby Cul-
tural Pavilion (3 {t.%%; Wénhua T4ng), which
still holds a Ist-floor library.

Chong’an has a Lusheng Festival on the 26th
of the ninth lunar month and celebrates the
Dragon Boat Festival on the 26th of the fifth
month, although these celebrations aren’t as
major as Shidong’s.

WALKS

What hasn’t changed are the enjoyable short
walks around Chéng’an. Head east from town,
towards the bridge to Kaili; in the high season,
you may find some boaters willing to take you
to the other side of the river where there are a
few remaining traditional houses, some of which
still have faded red political slogans from the
Cultural Revolution emblazoned across their
fronts. One by the dockside reads: ‘In our
hearts Chairman Mao is the reddest of the
reddest red suns’. No-one seems to be in any
particular hurry to get rid of it.

Longer walks around Chéng’an will take
you to minority villages. From the traditional
houses on the south bank of the river, paths
lead up the hillside to several Miao villages.
If you continue right along the river bank for
a couple of minutes and then uphill to the
left, you’ll eventually come to Xinzai Hr),
an interesting Gejia village.

A second walk begins once you head east
over the bridge and out of town, following the
main river downstream. You will pass several
waterwheels grinding grain in the middle of
the river and a workshop of stone carvers by
the road. The road sweeps to the left headin
north to the Gejia village of Chéngxing (£
). If you continue straight, you'll pass a
carpenters’ village. On a hilltop to the left is
the village of Taiwan (575), a blacksmiths’
village recognisable by the rhythmic hammer-
ing of iron. Chéngxing is 9km further along
this road - your best bet is to hitch with the
occasional tractor or truck.

Another hike from Chéng’an takes you
west and upstream. If you continue west along
the river bank, you will come to a modern
road bridge and a chain suspension bridge,
built in 1873 with 16 iron chains. From here
you can follow paths along the river bank
for about 5km to the Shengu Pool (VA7 KAE;
Shéngti Youxi) scenic spot.
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SLEEPING

Xidojiangnan Zhaodaisué (/N1 T 37 47 T; B 235
1208; dmY30) This hotel gets so-so reviews from
travellers concerning its rooms, but fairly good
reviews for the travel info it doles out. Staff
can help organise anything from boat trips to
full-day guided treks to remote Mulao minor-
ity villages. The hotel reception displays plenty
of photos of the surrounding area to whet
your appetite and (sometimes) has English-
language maps on hand to give guests.

GETTING THERE & AWAY

Buses between Shibing, Huangping and Kaili
all pass through Choéng’an, which means
there’s a bus almost every half-hour in either
direction. Buses to Kaili run until around
6.30pm.

Huangping 7% T

o) 0855

Huangping is home to a huge market that
transforms the town every five days and at-
tracts both Miao and Gejia people from the
surrounding villages.

Also worth a visit is the Taoist temple com-
plex of Feiyin Dong ("t 2 1li; admission Y10), built
in 1443 and only 12km northeast of town.
Siyueba, a large festival, is held here on the 8th
day of the fourth lunar month. To reach the
temple, take any Shibing-bound minibus.

GETTING THERE & AWAY

The central bus station has departures to Kili
from 7.20am until 4.30pm (Y16, 2% hours)
and to Zhényuédn from 7am until 4.30pm
(Y22). From Kaili, buses run to Hudngping
from the western bus station from 6.50am
until 5pm. For Shibing, catch a Zhényuan-
bound bus, which run until about 5.30pm.

EASTERN REGION

This area of southeastern Guizhou borders
Hunan province, and is where Dong villages
start to thin out and Han Chinese settlements
take their place.

Longli [
Set in the midst of some isolated fields, this
ancient Han village is over 600 years old and is
located close to Guizhou’s border with Hinén
province.

Léngli has a fascinating history. It started
out as a military outpost when hundreds of
Han soldiers were stationed here during the
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Ming dynasty to protect the kingdom’s border
from the nearby Miao. Though farming is the
primary economic activity these days, most of
the village population is directly descended
from the original Ming soldiers.

Part of what makes Longli so charming
is that life here is still completely contained
within its ancient walls. Though the village’s
hotel and a modest street of shops are being
developed outside the East Gate, everything
from the local schools to the police to the may-
or’s office are found in the village’s ancient
courtyards and cobbled lanes behind the old
fortifications. Located in the middle of endless
fields, arriving here really does make you feel
like you’ve landed in the middle of nowhere.

The Y15 entrance fee will be collected
from you as you pass the East Gate. The only
formal sight within the walls is a museum
being set up in the middle of town, though it
didn’t have much in it at the time of research.
However, the village’s architecture is excit-
ing enough on its own. Besides atmospheric
wooden houses, there are stone pavilions,
gates and elaborate decorations painted on
many of the traditional buildings.

It takes about an hour to explore it all,
though there are lovely walks you could do
in the surrounding fields.

Léngli Giichéng Jitidian ([ 1 ki s &)718
0018; r Y70, r with shared bathroom Y50-60) is the only
hotel and restaurant in the village. It’s a low-
lying modern building completely devoid of
character. The employees are fantastic but the
rooms are sparse and simple and it gets very
cold if you’re here during the colder months
(the heating doesn’t work). The restaurant
menu has dishes priced from Y5 to Y13.
Located right off the main road, the hotel’s
Chinese-English sign is the first thing you’ll
see when you arrive.

GETTING THERE & AWAY

Air

A new airport has been opened about 20km
away from Longli, the government’s effort to
develop this remote village region for tourism.
Though called Liping Airport, it’s actually
next to a village called Gaotun (/5 15) and is
closer to Léngli than Liping (3°1). For the
moment, service is only between here and
Guiydng. There are four flights a week (Y400,
40 minutes). From here you can take a taxi
or bus to Longli; this trip also takes about
40 minutes.
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Bus

There’s no direct bus from Kaili to Longli. First
take a bus from Kaili’s long-distance bus sta-
tion to the town of Jinping (%7 ; Y45 to Y70,
five hours, every 30 to 45 minutes from 6.10am
to 4pm), then get the bus to Longli from there
(Y10, 90 minutes to two hours, every 30 to 40
minutes from 7.40am to 4pm).

Around Longli

If you decide to base yourself in Longli, you
could also do a day trip to Liping (%4°I*), about
50km south of here. While this place has mod-
ernised much in recent years, making it of
less and less interest to travellers, there is still
an andient street in town that is fun to spend a
couple of hours exploring.

Other than that, the town isn’t known for
much besides a Long March meeting that took
place on 18 December 1934, when Zhou Enlai,
Mao and other Communist Party luminaries
sat here and discussed their next move - to
storm Zanyi.

Around Liping, there’s a wind-and-rain
bridge at Maogong (> v7) and a Dong vil-
lage at Gaojin (/=1T), both on the road to
Roéngjiang.

On the road to Liping near Gaotin (5 11),
you can explore a number of limestone caves
(f1 745 1130; Shihuiydn Shandong) in a
scenic area along the Bazhou River (J\JHT;
Bazhou Hé); they’re about 10km northeast
of Liping. To get there, just get out on the
road and flag down a bus. The hotel will tell
you what time the buses pass. The trip takes
roughly 60 to 90 minutes.

DONG REGION

This is the land of drum towers and wind-and-
rain bridges, the epicentre of Dong culture
southeast of Kiili. Village roads here climb
into the hills before finally descending into
the subtropical Rongjiang Basin.

Most travellers who make it all the way
out here from Kiili are en route to or from
Guadngxi province. If this isn’t in your plans,
you can do an interesting loop from Réngjiang,
visiting Liping, Zhaoxing and Céngjiang. The
most interesting area is between Congjiang
and Zhaoxing (see p137).

This region has some of the most vivid and
exciting markets in the whole southeast. The
two places listed following are normally prac-
tically deserted, but are transformed during
market times.
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Xiajiang (' F7L) has a fantastic market that
attracts hundreds of people from the neigh-
bouring mountain villages. Travelling here on
market day is almost as thrilling as the actual
market itself. Long before you’ve reached the
village, you'll see Miao and Dong people from
riverside villages scrambling into boats and
floating all the way down to Xidjiang.

The market at Pingyong (**7K), a village
located about halfway between Tashi (¥ £1)
and Réngjiang, is great not only because it’s an
absolute madhouse (so crowded it’s sometimes
hard to move), but also because it attracts such
a diverse mix of people, including many differ-
ent clans of Miao, Shui and Dong people, all
wearing spectacular clothes and jewellery.

It’s worth travelling as lightly as possible in
these areas, so you can jump off the bus when
a particularly interesting village catches your
eye. Roads around here are still pretty rough
but are slowly being improved. Doing any
kind of banking in these parts is not possible
so bring your Renminbi with you.

Réngjiang #4571

T 0855

Roéngjiang is a little, messy concrete city,
mainly of interest as a base to visit nearby
villages. You are likely to see a number of
traditionally dressed villagers here who have
come to town to buy or sell goods. The high-
light of Réngjiang is often said to be its Sun-
day market, though some people say it’s not
as impressive as it once was. The market takes
over a couple of streets just east and parallel
to the main road.

The town is clustered around a north-south
road; a roundabout and the long-distance bus
station are at the northern end, and a local
minibus stop is in the south.

SLEEPING & EATING
Rongjiang has a lot of hotels, but most are
pretty battered up.

Mingzhéng Binguan (LSIUSETE; @ 662 9108;
rY120-158) This is a worn hotel but is a good
back-up address to keep on hand. It usually
has rooms available even when the Réngjiang
Bingudn is full. Give the sheets a good look
before choosing your room, as sometimes the
linen isn’t altogether clean.

Réngjiang Binguan (#7371 2Z11; @ 662 4223;
rY220) With a reputation as the best hotel in
town, this is the first choice for everyone from
business people to Chinese tour groups to
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foreign travellers. Rooms are still pretty drab,
but because of the hotel’s popularity, they’re
usually full anyway. It’s best to call ahead and
reserve if you're keen to stay here.

There are a number of small restaurants
around the bus station and roundabout.

GETTING THERE & AWAY

Réngjiang’s main bus station is in the north of
town near the main roundabout. From here,
there are three buses daily to Guiyang (Y98,
eight hours).

A range of buses, minibuses and sleepers
leave for Kaili (Y37 to Y47, every 40 min-
utes from 7am to 4pm). From Kail{’s long-
distance bus station, there’s a daily service to
Roéngjiang (Y37 to Y47, every 40 minutes from
6.40am to 4.40pm). There’s frequent serv-
ice between Rongjiang and Céngjiang from
dawn until dusk (Y25 to Y35, two to three
hours). Minibuses between Liping, Sanda and
Rongjiang run all day.

Minibuses leave from the main bus station
for many of the surrounding villages, includ-
ing Xinghua and Bakai. There are numerous
connections from there to Sanda.

Around Réngjiang
On the road to Sand, 25km west of Rongjiang,
Bakai (/\ JT) is a small Dong village with a
traditional Sunday market. The one-hour bus
ride also passes the villages of Dajiang (#17T.),
set at a strategically important bend in the
river, and Layou, a picturesque village on the
southern side of the river recognisable by its
old humpbacked bridge. You could stop off
in these towns and go for a wander if you're
interested in exploring some Dong villages.
A more demanding excursion takes you
to the villages of Xindi (fi1h) and Zéngchong
(H474). Xindi is said to have the largest drum
tower in the region, and Zéngchong the old-
est, at 300 years old. There’s little, if any, pub-
lic transport here, so you’ll have to hitch or
hire a taxi to get there and back. Follow the
Céngjiang road 23km south to Tingdong ({5*
Vi), from where a side road leads 23km north
towards Tingdong and Zéngchong.

Chéjiang %-7T.

Built up on one side of a river not far from
Roéngjiang, this Dong village’s claim to fame
is its drum tower, supposedly the highest in
the region. An entrance fee of Y10 will be
collected from you at the village gate.




136 EASTERN GUIZHOU .- Dong Region

THE SHUI
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This small ethnic group, originally from the Pearl River region in Guangxi, now lives mainly along
the Duliu River. They are most easily recognised by their white turbans. While the majority speak
and write Chinese, there is an ancient Shui script of about 100 pictographs that is used during
shaman practices. Elaborate death taboos and funeral rites ensure a Shui’s 12 souls return to

their correct place at death.

The Shui Duan New Year Festival is held at the end of the year according to the Shui calendar,
around the 10th lunar month. Festivities are held in Shuipan, Dajiang (#71) and other villages, and
feature fish banquets, drumming and horse racing. The Shui are famous for their bronze drums,
many of which were melted down for scrap during the Great Leap Forward.

Jiemao is a singing and courting festival held in the ninth and 10th months of the Shui calendar.
It is held in several villages south of Sanda, including Shuipu and Jitigian (JLFT).

Chickens, cows and goats roam freely
through the narrow cobbled lanes, as well
as some of the most monstrously huge hogs
you're ever likely to see.

This village is fun to explore given its ram-
bling set up — no matter how much you walk it,
there always seems to be another lane or corner
to explore. There’s a nice stone path along the
riverside, with centuries-old banyan trees lean-
ing over the water. Women are out on the piers
washing clothes most afternoons. If you're here
in summer, villagers may offer to take you on
the river in their boats for a fee.

It’s a fascinating village in a lovely setting,
but someone needs to get moving on the atro-
cious garbage problem it appears to be having.
There’s heaps of the stuff dumped everywhere,
including in the middle of some of the loveli-
est paths and green areas.

The village has a couple of convenience
stores but no restaurants. You may be able to
arrange a room with a local for around Y40
(whoever is collecting the village entrance
fees at the ticket booth may be able to help
you out). If not, youll have to backtrack to
Roéngjiang for the night.

GETTING THERE & AWAY

There are several buses daily from Kiili to
Rongjiang (Y37 to Y47, five hours, every
40 minutes from 6.40am to 4.40pm); from
Réngjiang you can take a minibus or cab to
Chgjiang. The ride takes 10 to 15 minutes.

Sandi — #f

o) 0855

Sandu is a medium-sized town about 100km
west of Rongjiang, which could be visited on
the way back from Réngjiang to Kiili. It’s the
capital of a Shui autonomous prefecture and

a major market town. Ninety-three per cent
of the people in this county are of the Shui
minority. Sanda itself is fairly uninteresting,
but is ideal as a base to visit surrounding Shui
villages such as Pir'an (¥27), 26km north, or
Shuilong, (7K J%), 30km south.

Minibuses leave from Sanda’s bus station
when full for Danzhai and Dayun. Buses run
between Rongjiang, Sandi and Kaili all day.

Céngjiang T

o) 0855

Céngjiang is a fairly nondescript town set on
the banks of the Duliu River (Dalit Jiang).
You'll likely have to change buses here if
you're heading south to more interesting
Dong villages and may have to spend the night
if you're aiming for Gudngxi.

The town is divided by the river. The west-
ern side is built up while the eastern side, once
a small Dong village, is at an interesting point
of convergence between traditional wooden
structures and tiled, modern giants.

SLEEPING & EATING

Chiinchéng Liiguan (£33 i 1f; B 641 4395; Jiang-
dong Lu; Y1. %< 1; s/d Y60/80) This is about the
best of the cheapies. Starkly furnished and
slightly battered, bathrooms here have Chi-
nese toilets.

Ténglonggé Binguan ([l )% /=] T 11; @ 6417777;
Jiangdong Qiaotou; VL. Z< #F 3); s & d with shared bath-
room Y100, s & d with/without heat Y170/150) The town
stalwart, this hotel is opposite the bridge on
the eastern side of the river. Rooms here are
beaten down but serviceable enough.

Jiangdong Lu (Y.< %) is packed with cheap
eats and is the best place to head for food. If
you’re looking for a meal in Céngjiang, it’s
best not to leave it too late as the town shuts
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around 7pm or 8pm. A small night market
sets up with a few barbecue and hotpot stalls
15 minutes’ walk north of the bridge on the
western side of town.

GETTING THERE & AWAY

Céngjiang has a new bus station about 150m
south of the bridge on the eastern side of
the river.

Buses running between here and Kaili have
more or less the same schedule no matter
which direction you travel (Y61, six to seven
hours, six daily at 7am, 8.20am, 9.40am,
11.40am, 1.30pm and 2.30pm). There’s
frequent service between Roéngjiang and
Congjiang from dawn until dusk (Y25 to Y35,
two to three hours).

Heading east, there are buses to and from
Liping between 6.30am and 11.30am. There is
no direct link with Zhaoxing - use the Liping
route and change at Luoxiang.

To Guingxi, there are five departures for
Sanjiang between 5.40am and 8.20am and then
again at 11.30am, 12.30pm and 2.30pm.

Basha &)

pop 2140

Basha is one of the most unique villages you’ll
encounter in all of Guizhou and is well worth
making the effort to get to. Located up the hill
from Céngjiang, this Miao village is famous
for its men who still wear period clothes, carry
swords, and wear their long hair rolled up into
topknots. Even young boys wear the topknot
and carry daggers. Though most say these
traditions date from the Ming dynasty, oth-
ers believe they may date back to the Tang or
Song dynasties.

Neither Han culture nor modern technol-
ogy has made serious inroads here (yet), and
nobody, even the villagers themselves, seems
sure about why their ancient customs stay
so well preserved, though many believe it is
simply because of the village’s isolation.

The tricky part of a visit here is actually see-
ing the men, as during the day the majority of
them are out hunting or farming. Try to time
your visit with a festival for the chance to see
the entire village.

It’s worth putting aside an entire after-
noon to explore Basha. It’s relatively large
with houses perched precariously on the
downward sloping hills. As a testament to
Basha’s increasing popularity with tourists,
Chinese-English signs now point the way to
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various corners of this sprawling settlement
and bilingual plaques explain the use of cer-
tain buildings. (Take heed though: be sure to
knock on a door even if there is a plaque that
says ‘entrance’. Some residents don’t seem
to realise yet that their dwellings have been
designated ‘sights’ and they don’t take too
kindly to visitors making sudden appearances
in their living rooms.)

There’s an irregularly collected Y15 en-
trance fee to Basha, but if no-one’s tracked
you down for it by the time you’re ready to
leave, don’t worry about it - it just means the
Miao here have decided to give you a laissez
passer.

There are plenty of hotels and restaurants
in Céngjiang if you want to spend the night.

GETTING THERE & AWAY

Basha is about 10km up the hill from
Céngjiang. You can walk, take a taxi (around
Y15) or take a motorcycle (Y3 to Y5). Arrange
a pick-up for coming back or plan to walk
back down to Céngjiang. Not much trans-
portation hangs around the village. Buses
leave Kiili for Céngjiang regularly (Y61, six
to seven hours, 7am, 8.20am, 9.40am, 11.40am
and 1.30pm).

Congjiang to Zhaoxing

The beautiful three-hour bus journey east
from Congjiang towards Zhaoxing includes
rolling hills and lush terraced fields, groves
of tangerine trees and riverboats gliding along
the turquoise waters. This route also passes
through some of the most interesting villages
in southeastern Guizhou and it’s well worth
breaking your trip in at least one.

As the road starts to climb into the hills,
about 8km from Cdngjiang, you'll see the
three drum towers of Gaozéng (1=1%), a settle-
ment of three small villages. Another 20km or
so brings you to Guandong (£1), the largest
village en route. Don’t be put off by the ugly
concrete blocks on the main street — behind
this is an interesting village offering good
walks in the surrounding countryside.

Léngti (JZ[5]) is another Dong village with
several drum towers. A festival, featuring
mock battles, is held here over New Year in
memory of the ancestral goddess Sasui. North
of Longtu the road splits left to Xin'an (¥ %),
a small village with a drum tower on the road
to Liping, and right to Ludxiang (3 #F), on the
road to Zhaoxing and Sanjiang.
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The region holds a liishéng festival and
competition in successive villages from the
middle of the seventh to the middle of the
eighth lunar months.

Transport in this area shouldn’t be a prob-
lem. Morning buses run from Céngjiang to
Liping and Xin’an, and buses run between
Céngjiang and Luoxiang from 7.30am to
4.30pm.

Zhaoxing 5 2%

This gorgeous Dong village is packed with
traditional wooden structures, several wind-
and-rain bridges and remarkable drum tow-
ers. It’s a lively place with 700 households, and
most villagers continue to wear traditional
clothing and speak only their native Dong
language.

This is a perfect place to linger for a day or
two. The surrounding countryside is lovely
and there are a number of walks you could do
(ask your accommodation for advice). Even
just walking around town in the evening is
fascinating. Dong girls and women wash their
waist-length hair in the rivers and streams (a
sometimes elaborate ritual), while the men
always seem to be involved in some kind of
new building construction along the main
street.

SIGHTS & ACTIVITIES

The main attraction is the village itself, in-
cluding the five drum towers, each built by a
different clan, and a number of wind-and-rain
bridges and theatre stages. The village is very
active and you’ll see people weaving baskets,
building homes and embroidering.

There are also a number of pleasant walks
around the village and into the countryside.
One excellent hour-long walk takes you to the
nearby village of Jitang (22! i), high in the hills.
Follow the dirt road at the edge of town, head-
ing west to Luoxiang. The road climbs uphill
and then branches right, snaking around the
terraced valley. Jiting has an old drum tower
and good views over the valley floor.

From Jitang, return by the same route or
follow a road that bears right halfway down
the hill. Cross into the next valley and then
descend slippery paths into the hamlet of Jilun,
up a side valley from Zhaoxing. Jilun is a tiny
but beautiful Dong village with a single drum
tower. Plan half a day for the round trip.

There are also good views of Zhaoxing from
the eastern end of town as the road climbs
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out of the valley. The hills here offer endless
opportunities for exploration.

SLEEPING & EATING

Zhaoxing is drawing an increasing number of
foreign visitors and the main street is develop-
ing quickly with several guesthouses, eateries
(some with English menus) and bars, though
many will not be open in winter.

Wood Guesthouse ({i] 5 A 14 Jii 11; Dongjia Mulou
Liiguan; rY30; (&) With very basic wood rooms
and hot showers down in the lobby, this place
is family run and the sons are energetic and
very helpful.

Zhaoxing Binguan (25 <1 d from Y120; 62))
The most modern digs in the city, staff here
dress up in minority costumes and are ex-
tremely friendly. Rooms are spic-and-span
with tiny gleaming bathrooms.

Be sure to check on the meat of the day, as
rat meat (3 il IAl; ldoshil rou) is common in
this area. If you plan to do some day walks,
it might be a good idea to bring some snacks
along.

GETTING THERE & AWAY

From Kéili you have to travel first to Congjiang
(Y61, six to seven hours, 7am, 8.20am, 9.40am,
11.40am and 1.30pm) and change there for a
bus to Zhaoxing (Y15). Direct buses from
Céngjiang aren’t frequent, however, so con-
sider getting on a Liping-bound bus and
changing halfway (the bus driver will tell you)
for a Diping (Hi3F) bus.

Alternatively, if you’re looking to stretch
your legs, take a Luoxiang-bound bus from
Coéngjiang (Y15, two hours) and from
Luoxiang it’s a lovely 1%-hour walk along
a dirt road to Zhaoxing, passing through a
number of smaller villages en route.

From Zhaoxing, there is at least one
Liping-Sanjiang bus passing through each
way. The trip to Sanjiang, in Guangxi, takes
about five hours. From there you can catch an
onward bus to Guilin (see p186).

Zhaoxing to Guangxi
There are several buses daily south from
Liping to Zhaoxing and on to Diping (also
known as Longé). The trip takes around four
hours. Diping is a Dong village with the best
wind-and-rain bridge in the region.

From Sanjiang there are buses that go
to Longshéng or Guilin. See p186 for more
information.
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THE DONG

You will easily spot the Dong by their clothing, headgear and hairdos. Dong men commonly don
a black turban, white headband or a black-and-white scarf. In a few traditional villages you may
even see men with a shaved head and topknot. On the feet may be straw sandals, and trousers
are generally short indigo pants reaching mid-shin. Men working in the fields often tie a wooden
tool holder shaped like a boot behind their back.

Dong women typically wear a pleated skirt over skin-tight indigo trousers and embroidered
gaiters (or puttees). This is then topped off with an embroidered jacket that is buttoned to the
right, as well as a blue-and-black headscarf. The indigo often has a reddish tinge, due to the
addition of egg white and blood, and a sheen that comes from beating the cloth with a mallet.
The indigo is so dark that many women seem almost drenched in it. Most women wear their
hair oiled, wound up in a figure of eight and then held in place with a comb. Many wear silver
neck rings.

The Dong people are famed for their wooden architecture and in particular for their drum
towers and wind-and-rain bridges, traditionally constructed without nails from the timber of at
least 300 fir trees. Most villages have at least one drum tower and this is traditionally used for
meetings and festivals.

Larger drum towers have a fireplace underneath the tower, to act as a social centre and meet-
ing point for village elders. The 2m-long drum suspended from the roof rouses the village in case
of attack or fire. Drum towers can be up to 15 storeys tall with four, six or eight sides. Multiple
towers in a single village indicate that there were originally several settlements, or groupings of
clans, which have merged into a larger village unit.

Wind-and-rain bridges, or ‘flower bridges’, are named after the pavilions that shelter people
from the elements, and provide a place to meet, rest and hang out. The best bridges are at
Diping in Guizhou and Chéngyang in Guangxi. Both drum towers and bridges are decorated with
painted Buddhist carvings, often of guardians or symbolic protective animals such as dragons
or phoenixes.

The Dong replenish the timber they fell; with each new baby that is born, the parents trad-
itionally plant a tree to be used to build a house when the child reaches adulthood. Because
most buildings are made from wood, villages have many fish ponds that double as a water
source in case of fire.

Many Dong villages have festivals during the first lunar month. During the Tiaguanren Festival,
men from a neighbouring village, dressed as government officials and guards, visit local people
who are dressed as bandits, goblins, spiders, beggars and fishermen. Gifts of money are eventu-
ally handed out to the actors and to the groups of women who come to sing songs. It's really
just an excuse for a huge party.

Another festival, the Caigetang, is held on the 2nd day of the first lunar month and features
singing and dancing competitions. Folk songs and oral histories are particularly important to the
Dong, as they have no written language.

During the New Year, many Dong women who were married the previous year return with
their husband'’s family to their parents’ home, bearing gifts. The New Year in general is a time to
remember ancestors, especially the ancient Dong heroine and ancestral goddess Sasui (Grand-
mother). There are many memorial services to her during this time, especially around Liping
and Congjiang.

Another activity organised by the Dong, especially in Guangxi, is huapao. During a game of
huapao an iron ring wrapped in red floss is blasted out of a metal tube, and in the ensuing
rugby-like chaos teams of 12 to 13 players try to wrench it from the opposition and hand it
to a judge.

The Dong are especially renowned for their hospitality and fearsome drinking ability. Important
guests are often toasted as they enter a village. One spectacular farewell ritual quoted by a local
tourism brochure obliges the Dong to ‘hang pig heads and tails over the guests, put intestines
on everybody and chase after one another with severed pig heads’.
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Zhényuan it

0855 / pop 60,000

This 2000-year-old Han town is picturesquely
built up along the banks of the Wuyang River
(Wuyang Hé) and definitely worth a stop.
Though marketed in the provincial tourist
literature as Zhenyuan Ancient Town, the city
is, despite the lovely setting, generally quite
modern and quite ugly. The exception is the
old town in the northeastern part of the city.
Heavily renovated in the modern-traditional
style, this area may not be terribly authentic
but it maintains a quiet charm and is near
Zhényudn’s most interesting sights.

The original town site is on the north-
ern side of the river (traditionally known
as Fuchéng), but the majority of the city
sprawl has long since overflowed onto the
southern side of the river (an area known as
Weichéng).

Zhenyudn grew up as a garrison outpost on
the trade route from Yunnén to Hundn.

You'll need one full day to see all of the
town’s sights.

lonelyplanet.com

INFORMATION

There are several tour operators in the old
town, though at the time of research none
of the ones open had any English-speaking
employees. They all offer the same choice of
tours, the most popular being a guided visit
to Black Dragon Cave, boat trips down the
river (high season only) or a combo package
of the two. Prices average from Y50 to Y90
per person but will vary from place to place,
depending on whether there’s a big group or
only you. These are all small operations, so it’s
best to chat with your fellow travellers when
you arrive to get recommendations.

Public Security Bureau (PSB; Gonganju; Renshou Xiang)
Zhenyuan Midoling Liixingshe (@ 572 0811; 11
Xinglong Jie) This tour operator is open year-round, though
day-to-day hours can be irregular in the off-season. It

has a good choice of tours, but isn't used to dealing with
foreigners.

SIGHTS & ACTIVITIES
The town’s main attraction is Qingléng Dong (Black
Dragon Cave; admission Y30; £V 8am-5pm), and it is stun-
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ning. Not a cave at all, the place is actually a
complex of Taoist and Buddhist pavilions, tem-
ples and grottoes built into the mountain side,
which appear to have fused with it over time.

The structures were built during the Ming
dynasty (1368-1644) by important scholars
and other ‘notables’. They were constructed
almost on top of each other, and are so densely
packed the paths between them are confus-
ing and maze-like. Most of the shrines and
statuary were destroyed during the Cultural
Revolution, but have been rebuilt, renovated
or replaced since.

Don’t miss the attractive Hall of the Great Bud-
dha and Zhongyuan Cave. The Ziyang Academy and
the Jade Emperor Pavilion are high up the slope
and have the best views of the old town - great
for photo ops.

Just by the exit, the Longevity Theatre houses
a fantastic collection of models replicating
the various dwellings of Guizhou’s minori-
ties. There are no English captions but the
intricate stone and wood structures are worth
seeing anyway.

Near here, there’s also a place where you
can rent paddle boats in the summer.

From the complex, cross over the Zhusheng
Bridge (Zhusheng Qiao) and go through the
ornate pavilion to the old town.

On your right you'll eventually come to a
small museum (Xinglong Jie; admission Y10; {%3 8am-5pm)
on the history of the city (look for the entrance
guarded by two stone lions).

The best way to explore the old town is
to head along either Sifangjiang or Fuxiang
Xiang and wander around the tall, layered
stone buildings. Many of the houses have quo-
tations from Chairman Mao painted over the
entrance archways.

Further west along the northern river
bank is the Tianhougong (Tianhou Temple).
Although the building itself is closed, elderly
bird fanciers flock here every Sunday to ad-
mire each other’s birds and cages.

For an energetic hike, head up the hill north
of town to the Sigong Si, named after four gen-
erals of the Warring States Period (453-221
BC). Bear right near the top, and you'll come
to the old city walls (giichéng gidng), snaking
over the countryside like a shrunken Great
Wall of China. There are more defences snak-
ing over hillsides south of town.

The old walls on the south side of Wiiyang
Hé are also well preserved and a walkway has
been built on them next to the river.

EASTERN GUIZHOU -+ Dong Region 141

FESTIVALS & EVENTS

The town’s mainly Han residents celebrate
the Han Dragon Boat Festival on the 5th day of
the fifth lunar month. To capitalise on tour-
ism, the last several years it’s been fixed on
25 May, but double-check this with the Kaili
CITS (p126) before setting off.

SLEEPING

There’s plenty of accommodation in the old
town, all along Xinglong Jie. Heaps of budget
hotels (Y10 to Y15 for dorms, Y60 and less per
room) line this road as well, especially where
it curves up towards the Zhusheng Bridge.
However, at the time of research they all said
they didn’t have an ‘alien permit’ so couldn’t
accept foreign guests, but it may still be worth
trying your luck at these places when you ar-
rive. Zhényudn is being aggressively marketed
as one of eastern Guizhou’s top places to visit,
so it’s hard to believe this antiquated rule right
in the heart of its main tourist drag can last
much longer.

Giichéng Binguan (& 5727777; fax 572 7888; 4 Xinglong
Jie; %P Ak14"; 5/d¥228/268) At the moment, this
is the cheapest place in the old town where
foreigners can stay. It also has by far the biggest
rooms. If you can get a good discount here (you
may be able to get up to 50% off), it is worth
considering. Just check a few rooms out first;
some have a really odd smell in them and oth-
ers have horrible mould in the bathrooms.

Mingchéng Binguan (@ 572 6018; gzzy_zyj@163
.com; Xinglong Jie; % [ ££7; d Y318, discounted Y150; &2))
Halls here are so dark you practically need a
flashlight to get around. Like most Chinese
hotels geared to tour groups, the decoration
is uninspired and drab but room conditions
are pretty good: the hot water, heaters and air
conditioning all work well. Just don’t expect
much from the staff. They’ll cough up local
travel information eventually but it doesn’t
come easy.

Fiichéng Binguan ( (@) 387 7999; www.fchotel.com
.n; Xinglong Jie; % [ 757; s & d Y328, discounted Y180; &2))
Newly opened, this is the nicest place in town.
Spick-and-span rooms are comfortably fur-
nished with clean modern bathrooms. Some of
the side rooms have no windows whatsoever,
so try to get one facing Xinglong Jie where you
can see outside and get lots of natural light.

EATING
Every second business in the old town seems
to be a hotpot, noodle or dumpling restaurant.
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If you need snacks for your day trip or long
bus rides, there’s a supermarket (% 8am-11pm)
just inside the old town gate and a good bak-
ery just outside of it.

GETTING THERE & AWAY

Bus

There’s daily service from Zhényén’s long-
distance bus station to Kaili (Y25, three
hours, 7.30am, 9am, 11am, 1pm, 2.30pm and
3.30pm). If you want to go to Shidong, you
can take any of these buses and the driver
will let you off when he passes through the
village. There are no direct buses to Téngrén;
you have to get a bus to Yuping (‘K 3F; Y10,
one hour) and then onward transport from
there.

Train
Ten trains leave daily for Kaili (Y60 to Y100,
80 minutes to two hours), departing from
between 10am and 11.30pm on their way to
Guiyang. There are no trains to Tongrén, so
you have to go to the railhead at Yuping (Y60
to Y100, one hour, 11 trains daily) and take
a bus or minibus the rest of the way (Y30,
one hour).

The respective schedules are pretty much
the same going the other way, from Kaili to
Zheényudn or Yuping to Zhenyuan.

Around Zhényuan {Hiz

WUYANG HE % {3

The Wuydng Hé (Wuyang River) runs
through a scenic area packed with white lime-
stone gorges and weirdly shaped rocks cut by
waterfalls and topped with lush green vegeta-
tion. There are three mini-gorges along the
river — West Gorge, Dragon King Gorge and Zhuge
Gorge - plus plenty of spuriously named peaks,
the most famous of which is Peacock-Tailed
Peak. Boats tour the main river gorges and
the side creeks of the Xiangjian and Baishui
Rivers.

The docks are 17km west of Zhenyudn
and 1km off the main road to Shibing. Ask
any of the tour operators (p140) for cruise
information.

The Dong minority village of Baojing,
41km southeast of Zhényudn, celebrates
Sanyuesan on the 3rd day of the third lunar
month with a barbecue fish banquet. The
Miao town of Yongxi (¥fi%), 12km west,
celebrates Double Ninth on the 9th day of the
ninth lunar month.

Book accommodation online at lonelyplanet.com

TONGREN 4i{—

@ 5231 / pop 92,100

Think of Tongrén as northeast Guizhou’s ver-
sion of K4ili: not a destination in and of itself,
but rather a small, pleasant city of manageable
size that’s a pleasant base from which to go
further afield. With a pleasant spot on the Jin
River (Jin Jiang), Téngrén is the largest town
in Guizhou’s northeast and you will have to
pass through here if you’re on your way to
visit Fanjing Mountain (see opposite).

Information

Bank of China (Zhongguo Yinhang; Huangcheng Xilu)
Changes money and sometimes travellers cheques.
Internet Cafés (per hr Y3) Internet access is available on
the 2nd floor of a shopping arcade just off Minzhu Lu, as
well as on Jiefang Lu.

Zhongguo Tiétong (Jinjiang Lu; (¥ 8am-8pm) You can
make cheap international calls from here

Sights

The small Nuo Museum in the southeast of town
is devoted to exhibits on nud, a local form of
religious opera with animist overtones, simi-
lar in many ways to the Bouyi ground opera
(see the boxed text, p114). Though nobody
was around to unlock the doors at the time
of research, this place has, by all accounts,
a startling collection of masks worn by nué
dancers when they perform.

To get here, walk to Dongshan Si (East Hill
Monastery), take the second right off Jiefang
Lu, after Minzhu Lu, and follow the staircase
on the left up the hill. Turn left at a group of
yellow buildings and continue up the stairs
to the top.

Besides the museum, there’s not a lot to
see in town as most of Téngrén’s old wooden
buildings have been demolished.

Minzhu Lu, on the east side of the river,
is pedestrianised and filled with bright lights
and clothing vendors yelling through mega-
phones.

Sleeping & Eating

Longfeng Binguan (B} 690 1888; Jinjiang Lu; 7 V1. %,
5/d Y188/218; (@) The setup here can be odd at
times (eg room entrances are sometimes mid-
staircase or in an unexpected hall corner),
but once you get past that, the furniture and
facilities (which include a computer with in-
ternet!) are in absolutely pristine condition,
although rooms are a bit cramped. Room rates
are the same whether your bathroom comes

Book accommodation online at lonelyplanet.com
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with a squat toilet and shower nozzle or a
western toilet and closed-in shower, so it’s
worth checking out your room before paying
the deposit. Rooms are often discounted to
around Y120.

Jinjiang Bingudn (B 522 2341; 8 Jinjiang Lu; 57 V1 i
85 s/d/trY368/238/228; ©2)) This sprawling place
is made up of several dispersed buildings,
a relic of its glory days as the tourist hotel
in Tongrén. It’s still grand-enough looking,
but some of the essentials are going to pot -
several of the showers’ drains are completely
plugged, flooding the bathroom floors, and
the breakfast included in the room rate is a
traumatic experience involving sullen wait
staff flinging a bowl of cold, limp noodles with
a frightening meat topping in front of you.
But the fiiwiyudn (H&%E; floor attendants)
here are out-of-this-world helpful. If there’s a
problem they’ll fix it; if they can’t answer your
travel question, they’ll find someone who can.
Definitely worth the stay despite the hiccups
elsewhere at this operation. Discounted rooms
usually go for around Y150.

If you're stocking up for Fanjing Moun-
tain, there is a large grocery store on Jinjiang
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Lu, and for immediate sustenance, tackle the
slew of fine but simple restaurants just south
of the store.

Getting There & Away
The easiest way to get to Téngrén is to catch
a train to the railhead at Yuping ( T EE) and
take a bus (Y19 to Y22, one hour) the rest of
the way. There’s also sometimes minivans or
taxis plying the route; they usually charge a
minimum of Y30.

There are 11 trains daily in each direction
between Yuping and Kaili (Y60 to Y100).

Leaving Tongrén, buses head to Yuping
(Y19 to Y22) all day starting at 7am. There
are also buses to Kiili (Y60, six hours, hourly
8.30am to 5.30pm) and Guiyang (Y110, eight
hours, hourly 8am to 4pm).

AROUND TONGREN

Faryj‘n Shan Nature Reserve #£ 5+ 1]
This 2572m Buddhist mountain (Fanjing Shan Zirdn
Baohuqt; admission Y70) is home to the rare golden
monkey (jinsihou) and is one of the most
important conservation areas in Guizhou.
Thousands of stairs weave their way through
the pristine scenery to a monastery at the top.
Not many foreign travellers come here, but it
has become a popular trip for Chinese pil-
grims and nature lovers.

Set among the Wuling Shan range, this
reserve provides a home to over half the prov-
ince’s protected plants and two-thirds of its
protected animals. The area was declared a
nature reserve in 1978 and incorporated into
Unesco’s Man and the Biosphere programme
in 1986.
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Though the reserve is home to 300 spe-
cies of animals, the golden monkey is the
most endangered. It is being aggressively
protected and a breeding centre at the base
of the mountain has been trying to boost the
animal’s population since 1995. The moun-
tain is home to about 170 of the 15,000 left
in the wild. Famous in Chinese mythology as
a symbol of longevity, the golden monkey is
immediately distinguishable by its blue face.
Other animals found on the mountain include
protected giant salamanders, musk deer, pan-
golins (scaly anteater), rhesus monkeys and
several varieties of pheasant.

The mountain’s most famous flora is the
dove tree (Davidia involucrata), ‘discovered’
by the French missionary Pére David. When
the tree blossoms in April/May, the flowers
look like huge handkerchiefs or doves ready
to fly. The vertical 2km forest that blankets the
mountain also features subtropical magnolias,
Mao bamboo, oaks, myrtles, China fir trees,
azaleas and rhododendrons.

Fanjing means ‘state of enlightenment
and freedom from earthly worries’ and has
its origins in the 16th century when the moun-
tain was an important Buddhist pilgrimage
site. Most of the Ming dynasty temples on
the mountainside have since been ruined,
though a few were restored in 1992 when ac-
cess to the mountain was also improved and
Chinese tourists gained a renewed interest
in the area.

Spring and autumn are the best times to
visit the mountain. Spring, in particular, en-
livens the summit with azalea blossoms. Sum-
mers are generally wet and humid. Though it’s
technically possible to climb during winter if
there hasn’t been a heavy snowfall, besides
being miserably freezing you’ll have to be
completely self sufficient. The trail up nor-
mally has accommodation and places where
you can buy food and drink, but they are all
closed from at least December to February.

From the park entrance at Heiwan (2275),
you will have to take a minivan or walk the
7km to the Copper Mine, then a further 2.7km
to the beginning of the steps at Yu’ao. From
here it’s a four or more hour climb up 6800
steps past Huixiangping to Wanbéao (Ten Thou-
sand Treasures), where most people stay over-
night. From Wanbdo there are another 300
or so steps to the summit at Jinding (Golden
Summit) and the weird, layered Mushroom
Rocks beyond.

Book accommodation online at lonelyplanet.com

The rocky summit has the remains of an old
monastery and offers more hiking to nearby
sites, such as Baiyin (1] z) and Zhenguo mon-
asteries to the east and Nine Dragon Pool (/L&
1ih; Jitléng Chi) to the west.

Some sections of the staircase are narrow
and in bad shape and all sections are a killer
on your legs. Give yourself a day to haul
yourself up the mountain, another to climb
back down, and maybe a third to have a look
around the summit.

There are now at least three alternative
routes for descending the mountain on the
other side, but you’ll need to ask at your ac-
commodation or the CITS to make sure you
know what your transport options are at the
end of the various descents.

SLEEPING & EATING

There are several places to stay at the park
entrance in Héiwan. Prices start at Y100. If
you’re planning to visit during the off season,
it’s a good idea to check with the Guiydng
CITS (p102) to make sure hotels are open
for business (as they often aren’t during the
winter months). The CITS may even be able
to book you a room.

There are also a number of options on the
mountain. Most people stay at the guesthouse
at Wanbdo, though there are hotels lower
down the mountain at Copper Mine, Huixi-
angping and Yu’ao. A sleeping bag would be
useful from November until at least March.

You'll find a few basic noodle places and
stalls along the trail, but it’s a good idea to
bring along some of your own food.

GETTING THERE & AWAY

To get to the park entrance, first take a shared
taxi from Téngrén to Jiankou (#H;Y15, 40
minutes), then a minibus or shared taxi 23km
north to the park entrance at Héiwan (PR,
Y10, 40 minutes).

Nine Dragon Cave /1. Ji: i

This 1400m-long karst cave (Jitlong Dong)
is said to be able to hold 10,000 people. It’s
really off the beaten track but if you’re a cave
fanatic, it’s got to be worth it. To get there,
take a bus from Téngrén’s local bus station to
Yangtéu (k) and get off a couple of kilo-
metres past the town of Mdyan (Yh%+), 15km
east of Tongrén. From here you can cross the
Jin River by ferry and walk 15 minutes to the
cave entrance. Guanyin Shan lies behind the

lonelyplanet.com

cave and is also worth exploring. This sight
is still in the process of being developed for
tourism so it is worth checking with the Kaili
CITS (p126) for detailed information, or to
arrange a guide before you head off.

NORTHERN GUIZHOU

The nature reserves around Chishui are the
most pleasant of northern Guizhou’s desti-
nations. Communist history buffs will also
enjoy a pit stop in Zanyi, with its abundance
of revolutionary sites. Taken together, the two
cities make up an interesting backdoor route
into southern Sichuan.

ZONYi 3 3

0852 / pop 504,000

Mao geeks will love this city, home to a slew of
exceedingly well-done sites commemorating a
pivotal event in the 20th-century history of the
Chinese communist party - the famous Zanyi
Conference. To everyone else, the city is likely
to be a great big downer - it’s a grim place and
not particularly friendly. However, if youre on
your way to or from Chishui, you’ll have to
overnight here, whether you like it or not.

History

On 16 October 1934, hemmed into Jiangxi
by Kuomintang forces, the communists set
out on a Herculean, one-year, 9500km Long
March from one end of China to the other.
By mid-December they had reached Guizhou
and marched on Zunyi. Taking the town by
surprise, the communists were able to stock
up on supplies and take a breather.

From 15 to 18 January 1935, the top-level
communist leaders took stock of their situa-
tion at the now-famous Zanyi Conference. At
the meeting, the leaders reviewed their soviet-
influenced strategies, which had cost them
their Jiangxi base and caused them large mili-
tary losses. Mao, who until this time had largely
been overshadowed by his contemporaries,
was highly critical of the communists’ strategy
thus far and the resolutions of the conference
largely reflected his views. He was elected a
full member of the ruling Standing Committee
of the Politburo and Chief Assistant to Zhou
Enlai in military planning. It would be another
10 years before Mao became the unrivalled
leader of the Communist Party, but this event
was pivotal in his rise to power.
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Information

Bank of China (Zhonggug Yinhang; Minzhu Lu) Has an
ATM and can change cash, travellers cheques and offers
cash advances on credit cards.

China Post ( (¥} 8am-8pm) Go to the end of Zhonghua
Nanlu and cross the bridge. The post office is about 200m
north on the west side of the street.

Internet café (wangba; Zhongshan Lu; per hr Y2;

£%9 24hr) Look for a blue sign. The café is up a flight of
dank stairs on the 2nd floor.

Public Security Bureau (PSB; Gonganju; Jinian Sq;
%4 8.30-11.30am & 2.30-5.30pm) Offers visa extensions.

Sights

COMMUNIST HISTORY SITES

There are numerous sites throughout the
Southwest consecrated to the history of ‘Red’
China, and a lot of them are pretty dull. If the
20th-century history of the Chinese Com-
munist Party isn’t your bag, you can skip this
place altogether, but for everyone else, the
Zunyi Conference Site (Zunyi Hulyi Huizhi; Ziyin Lu; admis-
sion Y40; £¥38.30am-5pm) is extremely well set up
and worth a visit.

Set in a colonial-style house, you'll see the
meeting rooms and living quarters of the big-
wigs, and rooms filled with CCP memorabilia.
Outside, speakers blare revolutionary songs at
raucous volumes for your listening pleasure.

Your ticket includes admission to ump-
teen related sites located nearby. The Red Army
General Political Department (Hongjin Zong Zhengzhi
BU Jiuzhi; lane behind Ziyin Lu) has some of the more
interesting photos and maps relating to the
Long March and Zanyi Conference. Exhib-
ition halls share the grounds with a Catholic
church left behind by French missionaries.

Opposite is the Residence of Bo Gu, the gen-
eral leader of the CCP Central Committee at
the time of the Zanyi Conference. Nearby, the
State Bank of the Red Army (41 %243 1T; Hongjan
Yinhdng) has some terrific money displays
and decent English captions.

TEMPLES

Zunyi has two active Buddhist temples. Built
in the 1920s, Xiangshan Temple (Xiangshan Si) is
situated on a small hill in a lively part of town.
Baiyun Temple (Bdiytn Si) is more run-down
but still an active place of worship despite its
somewhat neglected appearance.

PARKS
Zunyi is such an overcrowded industrial
nightmare, its two parks provide a welcome
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respite. Zunyi Park (Zanyi Gongyuan) is in the
west of town and is the smaller of the two, and
Phoenix Hill Park (Fénghuang Shan Gongyudn)
is the huge green area in the north. Here you
can climb an endless number of stairs up the
steep hill for a close look at the epic soviet-
socialist style Monument to the Martyrs of the
Red Army, such a soaring piece of Red Army
iconography that it’s hard not to be just a
little bit impressed.

Sleeping
There’s something for every budget in
Zunyi.

Zaji Binguan (@ 822 3350; 89 Zhonghua Nanlu; 1
167 14895 ; d Y158-208) Arriving here is like
going to a trendy club - the stairs are black
and shiny, there’s multicoloured disco light-
ing across from the elevators, and the staff
is young and confident. Once you get to the
rooms, they’re pretty conservative - make sure
you look at several before paying. Two rooms
might be identically priced, with one sporting
grubby bathrooms and potholed mattresses
while another is gleaming and newly outfitted
with extras such as comfy loveseats.

Xibu Dajitidian () 319 1788; fax 319 1868; Waihuan Lu;
AN VRS B 5% 5 Y158, d Y168-188, tr Y218)
Rooms here are only basic affairs, with cramped
bathrooms and Chinese toilets. But if you can
get a good discount, the location alone makes
this place worth considering. Always check
the rooms before handing over your deposit.
If you don’t like what they show you, ask for
something on the 9th floor - everything from
rooms to halls are in better condition here.

Shishan Dajitidian (@) 882 2978; fax 882 5861; 108
Beijing Lu; /LT 14108 5 s Y196, d with/without bath-
room Y336/256, tr Y396) This hotel with the retro-
uniformed porters and weathered halls is one
of the local standards. A lot of travellers end
up here because of its proximity to the bus
and train stations. However, its discounts are
starting to seem pretty stingy, when you can
get a far superior room for the same (dis-
counted) price at the Beautiful Harbour Hotel.
Consider the Shishan Dajitidian as a ‘back up’
instead of a ‘go to’ option.

Beautiful Harbour Hotel (Jingténg Liwan Dajitidian;
) 864 9898; fax 865 4188; Beijing Lu; 1t 5T, s/d
Y368/468) Almost right across from the long-dis-
tance bus station and just a couple of minutes
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away from the train station, this just-opened
hotel is near perfection. Even better, when
there are big discounts (sometimes 50%) it’s
accessible to travellers on most budgets. The
rooms are beautiful, with big comfortable
beds, and the breakfast buffets wonderful.
While the desk staff still aren’t too comfort-
able with foreigners and can be a little frus-
trating, the assistant managers are fantastic -
more generous with discounts and willing to
go above and beyond to solve any problems
you may have while staying in Zanyi.

Eating

Street food is your best bet in this town and
there are some great hotpot, noodle and grill

ZUNYI BUS TIMETABLES

Destination Price Duration
Anshiin Y60 4-5hr
Chishui Y90 7-8hr
Chéngging Y30-40 3hr
Guiyéng Y30 2Vhr
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stalls to be found come dinner time. Some of
the best places to look are the lively Xiangshan
Lu or the alleys running southeast off Zhon-
ghua Nanlu. For coffee, there’s a handful of
Western-style cafés at the corner of Zhonghua
Beilu and Yan’an Lu. Also be sure to check out
the hotpot restaurants south of Xiangshan
Temple. The most manic and plentiful choice
of hotpot and grill stalls is on Beijing Lu near
the bus and train stations.

Getting There & Away

BUS

Useful local buses are 9 and 14, which run from
the train station towards Minzhu Lu and the
Bank of China. Normally, bus is the quickest
and most convenient and comfortable way to
reach Anshun and Guiydng. However, major
roadworks along this route were causing seri-
ous delays at the time of research - the trip to
Anshun was taking up to 8% hours, while the
trip to Guiyang took anywhere from five to 10
hours. If the construction is still going on when
you arrive, you're better off taking the train.
ZuanyY’s long-distance bus station has good
connections to many destinations in Guizhou.
For destinations beyond Guizhou you will have
to head to Guiyang and transfer.

TRAIN

There are regular trains to Guiyang (Y34, 2%
to five hours, 16 daily), but you're better off
catching the bus. Other destinations include
Chéngqing (Y40 to Y47, five to nine hours,
14 daily) and Chéngda (Y190, 15 hours, 6am,
7.54am, 8.40am and 10.44pm).

CHISHUI /57K

0852 / pop 50,000

Chishui is fantastic, the locals are shockingly
friendly, the surrounding countryside is stun-
ning and it all still has an off-the-beaten-track
feel. This isn’t much of a place for culture or
history tourists, but nature-lovers will have

Frequency Departs

3 daily 9am, 11am & 3pm
2 daily 9am & 12.30pm
every 40-50min 7am-7pm
half-hourly 7am-7pm
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a ball exploring Chishui’s unique geography
and scenery, which includes bamboo, a pre-
historic plant and red earth. The area is espe-
cially famous for its spinulosa plants (su6lud),
huge woody ferns that grow up to 10m with
large umbrella-like leaves. The ferns date from
the Jurassic period, 200 million years ago, and
have been dubbed ‘living fossils’ or ‘the food
of dinosaurs’.

Much of the greenery is gorgeously offset
by the red earth in the area, the runoff from
which turns rivers and streams red after rain-
fall, hence Chishui’s name - Red Water.

The only negative here for independent
travellers is the hassle involved in getting to
some of the scenic spots by public transport.
A private car is worth considering, especially
if you'd like to see a lot of the countryside
and have limited time and Chinese language
skills.

Chishui sits on the east bank of the Chishui
River (Chishui Hé); right across from it is
Jitizhi (JL37), a small crowded town on the
Sichuan side of the border. Historically, the
river was important for transporting salt from
Zigong in Sichuan to Guizhou.

Chishui has more links with the fertile red
basin of Sichuan than the rocky limestone
plateau of Guizhou and is an attractive stop-
over whether you are on the way to or from
southern Sichuan.

Though the locals are extremely warm,
there’s nothing of particular interest in
Chishui itself, but it’s a good base for the
surrounding sights.

Sleeping & Eating

Chishui is a letdown when it comes to accom-
modation. Many of the rooms are forgettable,
expensive and poor value.

Chishui Yuan Binguan (757K J5 =11, & 288
7778; fax 288 7775; Renmin Beilu; A [GAL; s/d
Y168/268) This place isn’t much, but if you
need budget accommodation it’s probably
the best you can do at the moment. Dis-
counted rooms run from Y100 to Y160, the
location is fairly central and the bus station
is just down the street. Prepare yourself for
lethargic staff, damp rooms, peeling wall-
paper and missing shower curtains. On the
plus side, it’s usually filled with Chinese tour
groups, so at least the atmosphere is fairly
jovial. To get here, come out of the bus sta-
tion, turn right, cross Renmin Lu, turn left
and walk about 200m.

Book accommodation online at lonelyplanet.com

Zhongyué Dajiudian (14 K8 5 @ 282 3888,
282 5999; fax 286 0289; 22 Nanzheng Jie; B 1F 151225 ;
s/d ¥358/398; (¢3)) This is the best place in town,
though rooms are still generic and forgettable.
Plain dark wood furniture is set up on red
carpets in rooms either too big or too small
to easily accommodate it all. Everything is
spotless and nicely kept up, however. The dif-
ference between the different classes of rooms
is sometimes imperceptible, so there’s no need
to splurge. Staff here don’t speak English at
all, but they are mature, professional and
helpful despite having almost no experience
with foreign guests. Discounted rooms run
about Y270.

The area around the Chishui long-distance
bus station has bakeries and a supermarket
where you can pick up snacks for long bus
rides. There’s also a dozen or so food stalls
around the corner from the station doing
cheap stir-frys and dumplings.

Getting There & Away

Generally, if you are arriving here from some-
where in Guizhou, you'll likely be dropped at
Chishui’s long-distance bus station (FF7K 1
&8 3); Chishui changtt kéyun zhan) on
Renmin Lu. If you are coming from some-
where in Sichuan, you will generally be sold
a ticket to that province’s Jitizhi (JL3Z) town.
From Jitizhi’s long-distance bus station (JL
SCK R IZ Y Jinzhi changtu keyun zhan)
it’s a one-minute, Y2 cab ride over the bridge
to Chishui.

Leaving Chishui for destinations in
Guizhou, head to Chishui’s long-distance bus
station for daily service to Zanyi (Y85, seven
hours, 6.25am and noon), Guiyang (Y120,
ten hours, 6.55am and 8.50am), Chéngqing
(Y60 to Y70, 6.25am, 7.30am, 11am, 12.20pm
and 2.35pm), Chéngda (Y95, 7.50am, 9.55am
and 2.45pm), Zhuhdi (Y13.50, 9.30am and
3.55pm) and Jinshagou (Y11).

At the time of research, delays caused
by road construction on main routes from
Chishui were adding between two and four
hours to Zanyi’s and Guiyang’s travel times.

Despite being computerised, staff at
Chishui’s station still somehow manage to
sell tickets for buses that don’t exist. If buy-
ing tickets in advance, try to verify departure
times with a couple of employees first. (Those
who check the tickets as you leave the waiting
area seem to be more up to date on things than
the ticket sellers.)

lonelyplanet.com

If you are heading to Sichuan, your best
bet is Jitizh’s long-distance bus station. From
there, there’s regular service to the dusty in-
dustrial town of Lazhou (J4M; Y19, two to
three hours, every 20 minutes from 7am to
6pm), from where you can get a bus to Yibin
(Y27, three hours, every 30 to 40 minutes from
7am to 5pm) and then pick up connections to
the rest of Sichuan.

AROUND CHISHUI

Sidonggou [l V%)

This valley (admission Y30; £ 8am-6pm) is studded
with waterfalls, caves and lush foliage and is
the most popular of Chishui’s scenic spots.
It’s especially famous for the proliferation
of spinulosa ‘ferns’ dotting its paths and is
one of the best places to get up close to this
prehistoric plant.

Known as ‘Four Cave Valley’, trails lead
up both sides of the valley to the waterfalls,
so you can walk up one side of the valley,
walk behind the water curtain and return via
the opposite trail. You can cover most of the
valley in a couple of hours, though intrepid
hikers can explore side valleys after the fourth
waterfall.

Sidonggou is the easiest of Chishui’s scenic
spots to get to and is only about 20km away
from town. Minivans (Y4, 30 minutes) leave
all day from the traffic circle by the long-
distance bus station (usually lining up along
Renmin Lu just around the right-hand cor-
ner from the station). They often have hand-
written signs in the windows saying Daténg
(K [A), the village 2km to 3km from the scenic
spot. Ask nicely, though, and the drivers will
usually take you all the way up the hill to the
Sidonggou ticket gate. Minibuses head back
to Chishui until dark, though if it’s the low
season you may have to make your way down
the hill to Daténg to pick them up. Hours here
can be irregular in December and January, so
it’s a good idea to ask at your accommodation
if the site is open or not before heading up.

Shizhangdong Waterfall - 3 J[fl & A

Despite its stature as one of China’s largest
waterfalls, many travellers (even Chinese
ones) have never even heard of this place.
At 72m high and 68m wide, Shizhangdong
Waterfall (Shizhangdong Pubu; & 288 1908; admission
Y40; {¥38am-5pm) is surrounded by the unique
scenery that’s made Chishui famous and is
only a metre or so shorter than Huangguoshu
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(see p115). Best of all, it’s also much less com-
mercial. The best time to visit is after heavy
rain when the falls are at their most thunder-
ous. Water levels are lowest from November
to April; it’s a good idea to call ahead during
this period to confirm the ticket office will be
open when you arrive.

Located about 40km from Chishui, public
transport here can be complicated so start
your trip early. Minibuses leave from the traf-
fic circle near the long-distance bus station.
Ones going directly to Shizhang village (-1~
5L) seem rare (just a handful a day), but may
be more frequent during peak season (Y8 to
Y11, one hour). Alternatively, you can take
your chances with the drivers promising to
get you ‘very close’. Be aware that more often
than not, you'll find yourself put out near
some bridge in the middle of nowhere, having
to flag another minibus down to take you the
rest of the way. In these cases, you'll finally
be let off on the main road at the turn off to
Shizhang. Motorbikes are usually gathered
here and will take you to the waterfall ticket
booth (about Y20 one way). Until recently,
there had been a bus from the long-distance
bus station (Y10.50); it may be worth asking
if this service has been restarted.

Heading back, get back to the main road
and flag down anything heading to Chishui.
Don’t leave this too late.

Jinshagou Nature Reserve 47074 H
RO IX
This reserve (Jinshagou Ziran Baohuqa) was set
up to protect a large area of pristine spinulosa
forest, but the scenic spot open for tourism is
its bamboo forest (177 zhuhai; admission Y25; ¥ 8am-
5pm). It’s a beautiful place, with stone paths
crowned with frothy bamboo leaves bobbing in
the wind. Best of all, you’re very likely to be the
only person around. Be careful if you're visiting
after rain, as the mossy stone steps going up and
down the various hills get very slippery.
Minibuses to Jinshagou village (Y11, 1%
hours) leave when full from the traffic circle
near Chishui’s long-distance bus station. You
may have to transfer once or twice along the
way depending on the driver’s passenger load
(the driver won’t go all the way if there are not
enough people, but instead farm you off to
other drivers along the way). Once you reach
the village (where every household seems in-
volved in making bamboo chopsticks in one
way or another), the bamboo forest is another
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20- to 30-minute drive away. You will have
to negotiate transport with a villager for the
winding drive to the top of the hill. You are
at their mercy - what you end up paying will
depend on your bargaining skills. Chinese
tourists seem to manage Y70 for a round trip.
In the low season the ticket office is often
unstaffed, but don’t worry, as you can enter
the bamboo forest further up the road. Your
driver will know where to drop you off. Enter
only where there are stone paths and stick to
them - this place is so out of the way that if
you get lost you'll be stuck here forever.

lonelyplanet.com

Red Rock Gorge 1 1117 %%

This gorge (Hongshi Yégii; admission Y30; (%3 8am-5pm)
was opened in 2006 and is rapidly becoming
one of the most popular sights in the area. It’s
dotted with small waterfalls and caves and
is one of the best places to see the reddened
earth that figures so prominently in Chishui
photos and brochures.

Minibuses here leave from the traffic circle
near the long-distance bus station (Y7, one
hour) when full. Unless it’s peak season, it’s
a good idea to start heading back to Chishui
at around 4pm.
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