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Guangdong | %< @

Feisty, rebellious Guangdong is China’s fastest-developing province and also one of the
richest. For centuries it was isolated from the rest of China by its mountainous topography,
forcing the Cantonese to rely on their own pragmatism and innovation for survival.

Situated in the fertile Pearl River Delta on the South China Sea, the Cantonese have always
looked outward to the sea for their livelihood. It was along Guangdong'’s 800km coastline
that foreign merchants first made contact with China and the ancient Maritime Silk Road
had its beginnings. Guangdong’s exposure to the outside world and the independent na-
ture of the Cantonese has often been a thorn in the side of the authorities. In early times,
Guangdong was thought to be inhabited by barbarians; it was where disgraced officials
from the north were sent into exile.

Guangdong was an economic backwater until Deng Xiaoping's ‘open door policy’ opened
up the province to development. With the establishment of the three Special Economic
Zones (see p587) and trading links to Hong Kong, economic activity in the province took
off like wildfire and hasn’t slowed down yet. The once subtropical landscape is now hid-
den under a sprawl of smoke-spewing factories. Here you'll witness the future of modern
China close up, warts and all.

Even with all the development, there are still some worthwhile places to visit. Guangzhou,
the capital, may be chaotic and polluted but it's also world-renowned for its Cantonese
cuisine. Close to Guangzhoéu is Kaiping, famous for its unique watchtowers, and a journey
downriver from Qingyuan to see the ancient temples of Féildi and Féixid is truly a one-of-
a-kind experience.

HIGHLIGHTS

Indulge yourself in the legendary
Cantonese cuisine of Guangzhou (p587)

Sail downriver to the secluded temples of K Feildi & Feixid

Feilai and Feixia (p602) Nanfeng .
Ancient Kiln ¥ Guéngzhou

Explore the surreal fairy-tale watchtowers o *

of Kaiping (p601) Kaiping %

Create your own ceramic masterpieces

at the Nanfeng Ancient Kiln (p604) at

Foshan

POPULATION: 75.9 MILLION
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edge. Stodgy concrete apartment blocks are
giving way to shiny high rises and shopping
plazas. Efforts to relieve traffic congestion
have resulted in a clean, modern metro system
and tougher traffic laws. Trees and flowers
have been planted on roadsides and well-kept
gardens and parks add splashes of colour to
the contemporary grey landscape.

The city remains as chaotic as ever, but
underneath all the glitz and noise there are
pockets that still retain their character from
earlier years. Many of the elegant churches,
villas and mansions on the former foreign
enclave of Shamian Island have been restored,
and you’ll find hidden among Guangzhou’s
back lanes some lovely old residences, temples
and gardens that haven’t been touched in
generations.

Of course, you can’t talk about Guangzhou
without mentioning the food. It’s here that
you’'ll try Cantonese cuisine cooked at its
very best. The city boasts the largest number
of restaurants per capita in China; the Can-
tonese will make certain you won’t leave their
city hungry.

History

Legend has it that Gudngzhou was founded by
five immortals who descended from the sky
on rams and saved the city from starvation.
Thus the city earned the nickname ‘Goat City’
(Yang Chéng). Goats or no goats, the first
settlement on the site of the present-day city
dates back to 214 BC, when the so-called First
Emperor of Qin sent his troops south to gain
control of the sea.

Because of its fortuitous location on the
northern end of the Pearl River, Guangzhou
from early times was China’s most important
southern port. It was the starting point for the
Silk Road of the Sea during the Tang dynasty
(AD 618-907), an important maritime route
for shipping silk and other goods to the West.
It was a trading post for the Portuguese in the
16th century, and for the British in the 17th.

The city was a stronghold of the republi-
can forces after the fall of the Qing dynasty
in 1911. Sun Yatsen (1866-1925), the first
president of the Republic of China, was born
in Cuihéng village (see p610), and in the early
1920s he led the Kuomintang (KMT; Na-
tionalist Party) in Gudngzhou, from where
the republicans mounted their campaigns
against the northern warlords. Guangzhou
was also a centre of activities for the fledgling
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Communist Party, and Mao Zedong and other
prominent Communist leaders were based
here in 1925/26.

Since liberation, Guangzhou (Broad Re-
gion) has put all its energies into the business
of making money. Even when China had effec-
tively cut itself off from most of the rest of the
world, what was then called the Canton Trade
Fair was the only forum in which the Middle
Kingdom did business with the West. Today,
it remains a vital import-export centre.

Orientation

Central Guangzhou is bounded by semi-
circular Huanshi Lu, literally ‘circle-city road’,
to the north and Pearl River (Zhi Jiang) to the
south. A larger ring road - the Huancheng
Expressway — defines the roughly oval-shaped
greater metropolitan area.

MAPS

Good maps of Gudngzhou in both English and
Chinese can be found at newsstands and in
the bus and train stations. Bookshops (below)
also have a variety of maps for sale.

Information

BOOKSHOPS

Foreign Languages Bookshop (Waiwén Shadian;

T 8333 5185; 2nd l, 326-328 Beijing Lu; %3 9am-6pm
Mon-Sat, 10am-6pm Sun) You'll find a few English classics
here, though the store is mainly for Chinese students
learning English.

Tangning Bookstore (Téngning Shdian; @ 8385
5749; 37 Huale Lu; £ 10am-11pm) Has a small selection
of contemporary novels written in English.

INTERNET ACCESS % Ift

Internet bars come and go in Gudngzhou,
depending upon the mood of the authori-
ties. The small lanes running off Yanjiang
Xilu have some hole-in-the wall cafes, most
charging Y2-3 an hour. Coffee shops (p597)
are also a good place to look for computers.
Hotel business centres offer a wide range of
Internet services but can be expensive.
Henan Webmail (Hénan Wanglud; @ 8121 6061;
Shamian Sanjie; "3 9am-11pm) This tiny café on Shamian
charges a stiff but negotiable Y20 an hour.

MEDICAL SERVICES

Can-Am International Medical Centre (Jiaméi Gudji
Yiliao Zhongxin; @) 8387 9057; 5th fl, Garden Tower,
Garden Hotel, 368 Huanshi Donglu) Has English-speaking
doctors on staff but it's necessary to call first.
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Guangzhou No 1 People’s Hospital (Diyi Rénmin
Yiyuan, 1 Panfu Lu) Has a medical clinic for foreigners on
the first floor of the complex.

Guangzhou Hospital of Traditional Chinese
Medicine (Zhongyi Yiyuan; (@ 8188 6504; 16 Zhuji Lu)
Offers acupuncture, herbal medicine and other traditional
Chinese remedies.

MONEY

Bank of China (Zhdngqué Yinhang; (@ 8334 0998; 698
Renmin Beilu; £ 9am-6pm Mon-Fri, 9am-4pm Sat &
Sun) Most branches change travellers cheques and have
ATMs that take international cards. There’s another branch
at Guangdong International Hotel (ground fl, Main Tower,
339 Huanshi Donglu) next to the Friendship Hotel, and also
opposite the Furama Hotel (316 Changdi Nanlu).
American Express Guangzhou (Méigué Yuntong
Guangzhou; (@ 8331 1611; fax 8331 1616; room 806,
8th fl, Main Tower, Guangdong International Hotel, 339
Huanshi Donglu; £} 9am-5.30pm Mon-Fri) Can cash and
sell Amex travellers cheques.

POST & TELEPHONE

China Telecom (Zhdnggud Dianxin; @ 1000; 196
Huanshi Xilu; £ 8am-6pm) The main branch is opposite
the train station on the eastern side of Renmin Beilu.
Post Office (youjd; Huanshi Xilu; £ 8am-8pm) Conven-
iently located next to the train station.

PUBLIC SECURITY BUREAU

PSB (Gonganju; @ 8311 5800/5808; 155 Jean Annul;
%4 8-11.30am & 2.30-5pm) Helps with all ‘aliens’ needs.
Between Dade Lu and Darin Lu.

TOURIST INFORMATION &

TRAVEL AGENCIES

Most hotels offer travel services that, for a
small charge, can help you book tickets and
tours.

China International Travel Service (CITS; Zhongguo
Gudji Liixingshe; @ 8666 6889; 179 Huanshi Xilu;

%4 9am-6pm) Near the main train station. This office is
experienced in helping foreigners book tickets and tours.
China Travel Service (CTS; Zhongguo Liixingshe;

T 8333 6888; 10 Qiaoguang Lu; £¥} 8.30am-6pm
Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm Sat & Sun) Offers various tours and
books tickets.

Sights & Activities

YUEXIU PARK 75 /A [7il

A bright swathe of green plunked down in
the middle of Guéngzhou, this vast urban
park (Yueéxil Gongyudn; 13 Jiefang Beilu; admission Y5;
£V 6am-9pm) encompasses over 93 hectares of
gardens, shaded wood paths, historical monu-
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ments and museums. Within it, you’ll find
Guangzhou’s Five Rams Statue (Wiiyang Shixiang),
a statue of the five immortals attributed to
Guangzhou’s founding. On top of a hill in
the centre of the park is the five-story Zhenhai
Tower (Zhénhdi Léu), built in 1380. Later incorpo-
rated into Gudngzhou’s city wall, it was used
as a watchtower to keep out the pirates that
once pillaged China’s coastal cities. Now the
red-walled tower stands alone, the city walls
long since removed. During the First Opium
War, British troops occupied the tower, and
the grounds around the tower hold some of
the cannons used by the British during that
time. There are sweeping views of Gudngzhou
from the top storey.

In 1928 the tower was rebuilt to house
the Guangzhou City Museum (Guangzhoushi Bowuguan;
T 8355 0627; admission Y10; % 9am-5.30pm), which
has an excellent collection of exhibits that
trace the history of Gudngzhou all the way
back to the Neolithic period. There are also
displays that outline Gudngzhou’s trading
history with the West, including an exhibit de-
voted to foreign repression. On the east side of
the tower is the Guangzhou Art Gallery (Guangzhou
Méishuguan), currently under renovation.

Take metro line 2, Yuexiut Gongyudn sta-
tion, or bus 5, 10, 33, 63, 122 or 244.

ORCHID GARDEN %[

Across from Yuexiu Park on Jiefang Beilu is this
charming garden (Lén Yuan; admission Y8; £ 8am-5pm)
famous for its blossoming orchids. With its
winding paths, arched stone bridges and willow-
fringed ponds, you may forget you're even in
Guangzhou. Each admission ticket includes a
pot of tea at one of the many teahouses, and
if you pay Y20, you can see a traditional tea
ceremony. The western edge of the park sits
on the site an old Muslim cemetery, supposedly
the burial site of Abu Wagqas, the uncle of the
Prophet, who is credited with bringing Islam
to China. His tomb is in a plain stone building
oriented towards Mecca. The cemetery is cur-
rently closed to non-Muslims.

MAUSOLEUM OF THE NANYUE KING
PR 5

Just opposite the main entrance to Yuexiu
Park, this superb mausoleum (Nanyuéwang Mu;
T 8666 4920; 867 Jiefang Beilu; admission Y12, audioguide
Y10; £V 9am-5.30pm) sits on the site of the 2000-
year-old Nanyue Kingdom, discovered in 1983
when surprised workers found an ancient
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REAHF ..
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Xinghai Concert Hall
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Computer Markets FLJH B covvenenes 71 H3
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China Southern Airlines
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Singapore Airlines ..(see 40)
United Airlines .. ..(see 40)
Vietnam Airlines.... .. (see 40)

royal tomb in the course of excavation work
for a shopping plaza. The tomb has been
turned into one of China’s best museums,
making it a must on any itinerary.

The mausoleum houses the tomb of Zhao
Mo, second king of Nanyue and grandson of
the fabled Qin general Zhao Tuo, whom the
emperor sent to the south in BC 214 to quell

unrest. Zhao Tuo established a sovereign state
called the Nanyue Kingdom, with Guédngzhou
as its capital. After the fall of the Qin and
the establishment of the Han Dynasty in BC
206, Zhao Tuo declared himself king and
was grudgingly recognized by the Han, who
let him retain his local power. His grandson
Zhao Mo succeeded him on the throne but
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ruled unsuccessfully. Shortly after Zhao Mo’s
death, the Han plundered the kingdom in BC
111, claiming the territory as their own.

On display in the museum are Zhao Mo’s
burial suit, made of thousands of tiny jade tiles —
jade was thought to preserve the body and
make one immortal - gold jewellery and trin-
kets, as well as other beautiful artefacts found
at the tomb site. Some say that the Nanyue
tomb rivals the Ming tombs in Béijing. Every-
thing in the museum is expertly displayed and
the English audio guide is recommended.

TEMPLE OF THE SIX BANYAN TREES
INKE ST
This Buddhist temple (Lidrong Si; 87-89 Liurong Lu;
admission Y15; %3 8am-5pm) was built in AD 537
to enshrine Buddhist relics brought over from
India. The relics were placed in the octagonal
Decorated Pagoda (Hua Té), a 57m pagoda which
appears from the outside to contain only nine
storeys but actually contains 17. The temple
was given its current name by the exiled poet
Su Dongpo in 1099, who commemorated the
banyan trees in the courtyard with a poem.
The banyan trees are long gone but you can
see the characters (litirong) he wrote hanging
above the temple’s gateway.

To get here, take bus 56.

GUANGXIAO TEMPLE St # #ii<F

The ‘Bright Filial Piety Temple’ (Guang Xiao Chan Si; 109
JinghuiLu; admission Y5; ¥4 6am-5pm), about 400m west
of the Temple of the Six Banyan Trees, is the
oldest temple in Guingzhou and dates back
to the 4th century. By the Tang dynasty, it was
well established as a centre of Buddhist learning
in southern China. Many prominent monks
came to teach here, including Bodhidarma, the
founder of Chan (Zen) Buddhism.

The temple complex originally contained
over 19 halls and several restorations later still
feels elegant and spacious. Most of the current
buildings date from the 19th century. The most
impressive building is the main hall, with its
double eaves. Inside is a 10m-high statue of the
Buddha. At the back of the hall sits an impres-
sive statue of Guanyin, Goddess of Mercy.

Take metro line 1 to Ximén Ko6u station.

MOSQUE DEDICATED TO THE PROPHET
M2ESF

The original building on the site of this mosque
(Hudisheng Si; @ 8333 3593; 56 Guangta Lu) is thought
to have been established in AD 627 by Abu
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Waqas, one of the Prophet Mohammed’s un-
cles, making it the first of its kind in China.
The present mosque dates from the Qing dy-
nasty. The minaret is called ‘Smooth Minaret’
(Guang T4) because of its smooth, unadorned
appearance. The mosque is closed to non-
Muslims and surrounded by heavy security.

Take metro line 1 to Ximén Kou station,
or bus 5.

TEMPLE OF THE FIVE IMMORTALS 71l
Not far from the mosque is this Taoist tem-
ple (Wiixian Guan; &) 8333 6853; Huifu Xilu; admission Y5;
V4 9am-5pm). It dates back to 1377 and is named
after the mythical founders of Gudngzhou. A
statue of the immortal five depicts three men
and two women riding their legendary rams
through the clouds. The temple includes a
main hall, built in typical Ming fashion. To
the east of the hall is a small pond with a foot-
shaped depression, said to be the footprint of
one of the immortals.

CHEN CLAN ANCESTRAL HALL [%: 5 4]
This enormous compound (Chénjia Ci; (= 8181
4559; 34 Enlongji Lu; admission Y10; %4 8.30am-5.30pm),
part of the Guangdong Museum of Folk Art
(Guéngdong Minjian Gongyi Bowugudn), is
both ancestral shrine and Confucian school. It
was built in 1894 by the residents of 72 villages
in Guangdong, where the Chen lineage is the
predominant family. The complex encom-
passes 19 buildings of the traditional Lingnan
style (combining traditional Chinese, Japanese
and Western traditions). All buildings contain
exquisite carvings, statuary and paintings and
are decorated with ornate scrollwork on the
roof tiles, walls, stairs and woodwork of the
window frames and doors. The scenes depict
stories from Chinese literature and folklore
and include real and mythical animals.

Take metro line 1 to Chénjiaci station, or
bus 85 or 104.

CATHEDRAL OF THE SACRED HEART

VEE L

The impressive twin-spired Roman Catholic
cathedral (Shi Shi Jiaotang; Yide Xilu; £ 8am-6pm), built
between 1863 and 1888, was designed by a
French architect in the neo-Gothic style and
built entirely of granite. The massive towers
reach an impressive height of 48m. The four
bronze bells were made in France, as was the
original stained glass, most of which has now
disappeared. Take bus 8, 82 or 86.
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QINGPING MARKET i - 1li 7

Just north of Shamian Island, what is bizarrely
translated as Peaceful Market (Qingping Shichang; Qing-
pingLu; £%) 8am-6pm) has vast displays of medicinal
herbs, dried mushrooms and other plants, live
birds, and tubs of squirming turtles, fish and
frogs. Much harder to stomach, though, are
its cages of live animals, including kittens and
puppies, and more exotic creatures such as
bats, owls and monkeys - all put out for human
consumption, and some in the most pitiful
distress. It is one of the most notorious markets
in China, and though it has cleaned up its act
in the past several years it remains a disturbing
place and is not recommended.

SHAMIAN ISLAND 7} fi]

For an instant immersion in Guéngzhou’s
colonial history, head for the leafy oasis of
Shamian Island (Shamian Ddo), which was acquired
as a foreign concession in 1859 after the two
Opium Wars. Shamian (‘Sand Surface Island’)
was little more than a sandbank when early
foreign inhabitants — mainly British and
French - were granted permission to set up
their warehouses here. The French and British
established themselves at separate ends of the
island; the French took the east and the Brit-
ish the west. The tear-shaped sandbank was
connected to the mainland by several bridges,
with staunch iron gates that prohibited any
Chinese from entering the island.

Major renovation has restored some of the
buildings to their original appearance, trans-
forming them into chic restaurants, cafés and
hotels. Traffic is restricted on Shamian, making
it a peaceful respite from the city. The best way
to experience the island is to wander around
and look at some of the restored buildings,
each bearing a plaque with a brief history.

Shamian Dajie, the main boulevard, is
a gentle stretch of gardens, trees, and old
men playing Chinese checkers. The Roman
Catholic Church of Our Lady of Lourdes (Tianzhijiao
Loushengmi Tang; Shamian Dajie; %3 8am-6pm), built by
the French in 1892, is on the eastern end of
the thoroughfare.

Take metro line 1 to Hudngsha station.

ART MUSEUMS & GALLERIES

The Guangzhéu Museum of Art (|~ M 2 AR 44
1#; Guangzhou Yisht Bowliguan; @& 8365 9337; 3 Luhu Lu;
admission Y20; % 9am-5pm Tue-Fri, 9.30am-4.30pm Sat &
Sun), which opened in 2000, has an extensive
collection of works, ranging from ancient
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to contemporary Chinese art and sculpture,
including works by artists such as Guan
Shanyue, Li Xiongcai and Lai Shaoqi. Other
interesting exhibits include a fantastic room
on the top floor with displays of rare Tibetan
tapestries. Another highlight is the room de-
voted to Liao Bingxiong, a political cartoonist
of the 20th century. Take bus 10 or 63.

Guangdong Museum of Art (/= 7R 5 AAf;
Guangdong Méishiguan; (&) 8735 1468, www.gdmoa.org;
38 Yanyu Lu; admission Y15; £ 9am-5pm Tue-Sun) is at
the eastern end of Ersha Island (Ersha Dio).
Founded in 1997, the museum often shows
exhibits of contemporary Chinese artists and
has been the site of the Guangzhou Triennale,
first held in 2003. Take bus 12, 18 or 89.

REVOLUTIONARY SIGHTS
Sun Yatsen Memorial Hall (Zhongshan Jinian Tang; admission
Y5 for the grounds & Y10 for the memorial; ©¥ 8am-5pm) was
built between 1929 and 1931 to commemorate
the man whom both the Kuomintang and the
Communist Party consider the father of mod-
ern China. The stately hall was modelled after
the Temple of Heaven in Béijing. Inside is an
auditorium, used now for cultural events, and
photos depicting Sun’s life. The hall is rather
dull and there are no English captions.

The Peasant Movement Institute (Nongmin Yundong
Jiangxisud; @ 8333 3936; 42 Zhongshan Silu; admission Y5;
9am-4.30pm) was established in 1924 by the
Communist Party at the site of a former Con-
fucian temple. Mao Zedong and Zhou Enlai
both taught here, before the school closed in
1926. The Institute is subdivided into various
departments, such as the main lecture hall,
students’ dormitories, cafeteria building and
leadership quarters. You can see Mao Zedong’s
re-created personal quarters and even his bed.
Take metro line 1 to Néngjidng Suo station.

South of the Institute on Zhongshan Sanlu
is the Memorial Garden to the Martyrs (Lieshi Lingyuén;
admission Y3; £% 8am-7pm), dedicated to those killed
on 13 December, 1927 under the orders of
Chiang Kaishek. The massacre occurred when
a small group of workers, led by the Commu-
nist Party, were gunned down by Kuomintang
forces. In total, over 5,000 lives were lost.

PEARL RIVER CRUISES ZiT i Wi fift

The northern bank of Pearl River is one of the
most interesting areas of Gudngzhou - filled
with people, markets and dilapidated build-
ings, and a wonderful place to stroll on a
warm summer’s evening.

Book accommodation online at lonelyplanet.com

The Guangzhou Passenger Ship Company ( (3 8333
0397) has up to five evening cruises on the Pear]
River (from Y38, 1% hours) between 7pm and
9pm, and 9.30pm to midnight. Boats leave
from the Tianzi Pier (Tianzi Métou; Beijing Lu), just east
of Haizhu Bridge (Haizhu Qido; catch metro
line 2 from Haizht Guadngchéng station), and
head down the river as far as Ersha Island
(Ersha Ddo) before turning back.

Festival & Events

The invitation-only, 10-day Guangzhou Trade
Fair (Zhonggud Chikdu Shangpin Jidoyi Hui; @) 2608 8888;
www.cantonfair.org.cn), also known as the Chinese
Export Commodities Fair, has been held twice
yearly, usually in April and October, since
1957. Apart from the Spring Festival (Chinese
New Year) in late January/early February, this
is the biggest event in Guangzhou. The fair is
held in complexes on Liuhua Lu opposite the
Dong Fang and China Hotels and south of the
river in the Pazhou district.

Sleeping
Guangzhou hotels are expensive. Prices rise
even higher during the Guangzhou Trade Fair
(above) in the spring and autumn. Despite the
horror of posted rates, most hotels offer 50%
discounts, depending on the season. Top end
(and some midrange) places add 15% service
charge to the quoted room rate. Most hotels
offer in-room broadband internet access.
Accommodation of all types is centred in
three principal areas: around the main train
station in the north; along Huanshi Donglu
in the northeast; and on Shamian Island and
along the river in the south.

TRAIN STATION AREA

Budget

Guangzhou City International Youth Hostel (Guangzhou
Gudji Qingnian Liguandian; dm Y60, s Y80-118, d Y148-178;
(&) For a rock-bottom cheapie stay at this
Hostelling International-affiliated property
inside the CITS Hotel. Rooms are grubby
but the location near the train station is
convenient.

CITS Hotel Guangdong (Guangdong Gudli Jitidian;
T 86666889, ext 3812; fax 8667 9787; 179 Huanshi Xilu; FF 7
TG H£179°5; 5 Y120-430, d Y170-600, tr Y210-750; (¢2) (&)
You've got a choice of rooms (and prices) in
this busy hotel right next to the train station.
The location is noisy and staff indifferent -
only stay here if you have an early train to
catch. Bring earplugs.
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Home Hotel (Jiayuan Binguin; @& 6115 6688; fax 6115
6689; 6 Zhangian Heng Lu; 33t 7T A4 1% 6-5; 5 Y298, d Y260-
328,rY320; (¢2 (@) Fresh, tidy accommodation
can be had at this newish hotel near the train
station. Bathrooms are spiffy with modern
showers (no tubs). Rooms can be discounted
up to 50%.

New Mainland Hotel (Guangzhou Xin Dadi Bin-
guan; @) 8622 1638; 108 Zhangian Lu; 3 T 141085,
d Y380; @ @) Situated in the heart of the
wholesale clothing district and very near the
train station, this plain-looking hotel offers
nondescript rooms with 30% discounts. The
bathrooms are modern and clean.

Midrange
Elan Hotel (@ Mildn Hua Jitdian; @ 8622 1788; www
hotel-kopak.com; 32 Zhangian Heng Lu; 3 Fif b 443245 ;
dY288-588; (¢2 (@) Immaculate contemporary-
style rooms with a European ambience. There’s
a computer for guest use in the lobby and all
suites contain wi-fi. Rooms can be discounted
up to 40%. Staff speak English.

Liuhua Hotel (Lidhua Bingudn; @ 8666 8800; www
Ih.com.cn; 194 Huanshi Xilu; 7R 17 75 #4194 5+ s&d Y638-
788, ste from Y1680; (¢2 (@) This large, generic-
looking hotel sits across from the train station
and offers a choice of rooms, some good
quality and others a bit tatty. Check the room
before handing over your deposit. Discounts
of up to 60% are available.

Top End

Dong Fang Hotel (Dongfang Binguan; & 8666 9900; www
dongfanghotel gz.com; 120 Liuhua Lu; i8££ 451205 ;
r from Y800; (¢2 (&) This five-star luxury hotel,
close to the Guangzhou Trade Fair, has every-
thing it takes to make guests happy. There
are more than 880 rooms and five restaurants
to choose from, and discounts of up to 60%
are available.

China Hotel (Zhdonggud Dajitidian; (T 8666 6888; www
.marriotthotels.com/canm; Liuhua Lu; 7t 7145 ; s & d US$98-
168, ste from US$148; (@2 (B &)) The rooms in this
gigantic hotel are decent value, though not
worthy of the hefty rates. Within the hotel
are various restaurants, shopping plazas and
bars. In fact, the place is so huge you don’t
even need to go outside. There are discounts
of up to 30%.

NORTHEAST AREA

The northeastern part of the city has the high-
est concentration of top-end hotels and is
probably the best area for business travellers.
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Midrange

White Cloud Hotel (Baiyin Binguan; @ 8333 3998; www
baiyun-hotel.com; 367 Huanshi Donglu; ¥ 17 71 443675 ;
s&dY938; @2 (@) Rooms at this hotel are decent,
though nothing to jump for joy about. With
over a dozen restaurants, you certainly won’t
go hungry.

Cathay Hotel (Guotai Binguan; (@ 8386 2888; fax
8384 2606; 376 Huanshi Donglu; 35 117 4R #4376 5; s & d
Y500-680, ste from Y1080; € (E)) This Hong Kong-
owned hotel is a little creepy, with dark,
gloomy corridors, heavy wood panelling and
eclectic décor. There’s an Internet café on the
3rd floor and rooms come with broadband
internet for Y50 a day. Discounts of up to 60%
may be available.

Top End

Garden Hotel (Huayuan Jitidian; (@ 8333 8989; www.the
gardenhotel.com.cn; 368 Huanshi Donglu; A< 117 2 144368 5 ;
s & d US$160-260, ste from US$450; ¢ (B &) This
lavish five-star hotel claims to have the larg-
est and grandest lobby in all of Asia - it even
has its own waterfall (though the waterfall at
the White Swan (right) is better). Rooms are
elegant and the service is impeccable.

SHAMIAN ISLAND & RIVERFRONT

Shamian Island is by far the quietest and most
attractive area to stay in Guangzhou; you are
much more likely to meet other travellers
here and the nightlife options are decent.
The riverfront area, with its busy streets and
overpasses, is noisier but less expensive.

Budget

Guangzhou Youth Hostel (Shéngwaiban Zhaodaisuo;
B 81218606; fax 8121 8298; 2 Shamian Sijie; /0 [f1i PU T
2'5;dm Y50, s/d/tr Y150/200/240; (E)) For the cheap-
est beds in Guéngzhou, head to this affable
hostel on Shamian Island. This place won’t
win any awards for décor, but rooms are clean
and serviceable. There’s a useful travel desk
for booking train and plane tickets.

Midrange

Guangdong Victory Hotel (Shéngli Binguan; @ 8121
6688; www.vhotel.com; 53 & 54 Shamian Beijie; V0 1t
1#753854"%7; @9 @) There are two branches
of the Victory Hotel on Shamian Island, an
older one at 54 Shamian Beijie (enter from
10 Shamian Sijie) with adequate rooms be-
tween Y280 and Y360, and a newer wing at
53 Shamian Beijie with better value doubles
between Y380 and Y660.
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Shamian Hotel (Shamian Binguan; = 81218288; www
.gdshamianhotel.com; 52 Shamian Nanjie; ¥ 1 5 #7525 ;
s&dY238-345,1rY298; 2 (B)) This appealing hotel
is one of the most popular hotels on Shamian.
It was getting a facelift at the time of writing.
Some rooms have a waterfront view.

Xinhua Hotel (Xinhua Dajitidian; @) 8188 9788; fax
8186 8809; 2-6 Renmin Nanlu; A R R 2-6 %5 s/d
Y280/320; €2 (B)) The best of all the riverfront
hotels, this reasonably priced hotel has spot-
less rooms and friendly staff. Some rooms
have river views and come with computers.
Discounts of up to 50% are available.

Furama Hotel (Fulihug Dajitidian; =) 8132 3288; www
furama.com; 316 Changdi Dama Lu; +: 3¢ K L #3165,
s&d Y450, stefrom 900; ¢2 (2)) Rooms in this hotel
are musty and old, though good value when
discounts of 50% are given. Some have sweep-
ing views of the river and are outfitted with
computers.

Top End

White Swan Hotel (Bditian'é Binguan; = 8188 6968; www
.whiteswanhotel.com; 1 Shamian Nanjie; Y0 [ 7 #5715 ;
s & d Y1300-1500, ste from Y3100; 2 (B &) This
843-room property is considered the most
prestigious of Guédngzhou’s hotels, complete
with a waterfall in the lobby and fish ponds.
It has an excellent range of rooms and outlets
(a dozen restaurants and bars), all business
facilities and a shopping arcade.

Eating

Guéngzhou’s cuisine is justifiably legendary.
Guangzhou is especially famous for its dim
sum, or yum cha as it’s called in these parts.
You'll find yum cha served in restaurants
around the city, especially in some of the
older, more established restaurants. In addi-
tion to Cantonese cuisine, Gudngzhou has
plenty of other restaurants serving a variety of
regional Chinese dishes. A large expat popula-
tion means that there are also many other types
of Asian restaurants, and a fair share of good
European restaurants. Outside the restaurants,
cheap food stalls abound, especially in the small
lanes around major shopping areas. Here you
can sample local snacks and delicacies al fresco,
while bumping elbows with the locals.

CHINESE

Guangzhou Restaurant (Guingzhou Jiiijia; (= 8138 0388;
2 Wenchang Nanlu; dishes Y35-80; £% 7am-3pm, 5.30-10pm)
This popular place has been around since
1939 and still draws the crowds. Spread across
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three floors, there are a variety of dining
rooms and menus. One of the restaurant’s
most notable dishes is wenchang chicken (3¢
B, wénchang ji), chicken slow-cooked in
an aromatic broth and later steamed with
vegetables and a light sauce.

Tao Tao Ju Restaurant (Tdotdoju Jitjia; = 8139
6111; 20 Dishipu Lu; dishes from Y35; £% 6.45am-midnight)
The yum cha at this restaurant, housed in an
academy dating back to the 17th century, is
particularly famous. The menu is extensive —
over 200 items! Specialities include their
trademark ginger and onion chicken ([
LRRY; tdotdo jiangeong ji).

Tao Heung Seafood Hotpot Restaurant (Daoxiang
Haixian Hudguo Jitjia; @ 8331 8888; 197 Dongfeng Xilu;
t%36.30-1am) This busy restaurant is famous
for its yum cha and pastries, especially the
steamed egg custard buns (¥} 5 6; ndihudng
bdo). There are several branches around
Guangzhou - try the branch on the 2nd floor
of the Guangzhou International Financial
Building,

Moslem Restaurant (Huimin Fandian; @ 8130 3991;
325 Zhongshan Liulu; dishes from Y25; £%3 6.30am-midnight)
This large restaurant with the imaginative
name serves excellent Hui (Chinese Muslim)
cuisine. Try the boiled sliced mutton (CESAH
shudn ydngrou) or the crispy goose (Jffi i k.
;5 cuipi huoé).

Shanghai and Suzhou Restaurant (Jido Jiangnan;
@ 8121 5201; 37 Shamian Beijie; dishes from Y20;
£%411.30am-2pm, 5pm-late) The sweet and savoury
flavours of the Jiangndn region are the spe-
cialty in this stylish yet unpretentious restau-
rant on Shamian Island. Some good dishes are
the shrimp with tomatoes (M= ifi; xiarén
fangie) or the Shanghai steamed buns (/N
£; xido l6ngbao).

Chuangud Yanyi ( ) 3887 9878; 140-148 Tiyu Donglu,
Nanfang Securities Bldg; dishes from Y20; %3 10am-2pm,
5-9pm) If you like your food hot, this restau-
rant will fry your tastebuds with its authentic
Sichuan cuisine, served up with plenty of
chillies and hot peppers. The fiery Sichuan
hot pot is the best in Guangzhou.

OTHER ASIAN

Thai Zhen Cow & Bridge (Taizhén Nid Qido; @) 81219988;
54 Shamian Beijie; starters & salads Y25-35, mains Y58-78;
¥4 11am-11pm) Though bizarrely named, this
upscale restaurant has some of the best Thai
food in Gudngzhou. The red and green curries
are superb. The atmosphere is quite elegant,
so put on a clean shirt.
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Roku Roku (Liu Lii @ 2223 3066; 175-181 Tianhe Beilu
1F; dishes from Y30; £%4 11am-8pm) Fresh, delicious
Japanese noodles, teppanyaki, sushi and sash-
imi are made to order in this friendly Japanese
restaurant. Prices are at the high end but
worth it for the quality of the food.

VEGETARIAN

Shuiytintian (@) 8107 2463; 42 Jinghui Lu; dishes from
Y10; %4 10am-10pm) Mock-meat specialities
and other vegetarian fare are served in this
Buddhist vegetarian restaurant. There’s an
excellent lunch buffet for Y22 a person. The
English menu is good for a giggle — anyone for
‘vegetarian shrimp in bamboo underwear’?

WESTERN

1920 Restaurant & Bar (Kafsiting; @ 8333 6156; 183
Yanjiang Xilu; mains from Y30, beer from Y28; {% 11am-2am)
This German restaurant on the riverfront is
well-liked by both foreigners and locals. The
patio is a nice place to enjoy an imported beer.
The menu includes sausages, meatballs and
even stuffed goose, if you're really hungry.

La Seine (Sainahé Figué Canting; &) 8735 2531; 33
Qingbo Lu; soups Y40-68, starters Y48-138, fish & grills Y68-
218; £%9 11am-2.30pm, 5.30pm-midnight) It doesn’t get
any more French than this in Guangzhou.
For authentic nouvelle cuisine try this smart
restaurant on the first floor of the Xinghai
Concert Hall. The weekend brunch (Y78)
attracts the well-heeled set.

Lucy’s (Lusi Jitiba Canting; @ 81215106; 3 Shamian Nan-
jie; Y28-40; ¥4 11am-2am) For comfort food, head
to this favourite on Shamian Island. Enjoy
decent burgers, buffalo wings, pizza, and beer
for Y16 a pint (happy hour is 4pm to 6pm
daily). Service is especially welcoming.

Drinking
CAFES
Blenz Coffee (Baiyi Kaféi; = 81215052; 46 Shamian Dajie;
f%47.30am-11.30pm) You’ll find this Canadian
coffee chain on Shamian Island has palatable
coffee and a choice of desserts. Even better
than the coffee is the free computer with in-
ternet access on the first floor.

People’s Cakes and Coffee ( (@) 8376 6677; 17 Jianshe
Liu Ma Lu; coffee from Y10, sandwiches Y20, pastries from
Y9; £ 8am-midnight Mon-Fri, % 11am-11pm Sat & Sun)
Managed by two Korean sisters, this tiny café
is well-recommended. The coffee is good and
reasonably priced, especially compared to
other establishments around town. Best are the
homemade pastries and tasty sandwiches.
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Coffee Beanery (Binle Kaféi; = 8754 0215; TF, Hilton
Sunshine Building, 313 Long Kou Xilu; coffee Y12-68; £¥ 7am-
2am) This comfortable coffee shop in the
Tianhe area offers a huge range of coffees -
from simple house blends to fancy espresso
concoctions. For customers, internet access is
available from the in-house PCs.

BARS

Guingzhou has a number of international-
style bars where, in addition to sinking chilled
Tsingtao and imported beers, you can you can
scoff pizza or burgers, rice or noodles.

Windflower (7@ 8358 2446; 387 Huanshi Donglu;
% 6pm-2am) Big comfy couches and a moody
atmosphere. The music is contemporary and
hip. There isn’t a huge range of drinks to choose
from, though that doesn’t stop the place from
being packed on the weekends.

Elephant and Castle (Daxiangbéo Jiiiba; @) 83593309,
363 Huanshi Donglu; (%3 5pm-3am) Long frequented by
Guangzhou’s expat crowd, this popular sports
bar still pulls in the crowds. Happy hour is
from 5pm to 8pm daily.

Located along the Pearl River, across from
the White Swan Hotel (p596) is Baietan Bar
Street (Baiétan Jitba; %) 7pm-2.30am), which is cut
off from traffic. There are a number of outdoor
Chinese restaurants here and it’s a great place
to eat. The Overseas Chinese Village on Heping Lu
and nearby Huanshi Donglu has a string of bars
catering to foreigners and trendy locals. The
names of these places all change frequently so
check That’s Guangzhou (below) for the latest
venues. Take metro line 1 to Fangciin station.

Entertainment

The free monthly entertainment guide That’s
Guangzhou (www.thatsguangzhou.com) is an
invaluable source of information for what’s
on around town. It’s available at most of the
major hotels and international-style bars and
restaurants.

Xinghai Concert Hall (Xinghdi Yinyue Ting; (@ 8735
2766; 33 Qingbo Lu) Home to the Guangzhou Sym-
phony Orchestra (GSO), this is the city’s pre-
mier venue for classical music. It’s on Ersha
Island and has two concert halls that are said
to have perfect acoustics.

NIGHTCLUBS

The nightlife in Guéngzhou is growing fast,
with new clubs and karaoke joints springing
up everywhere. Venues change fast so check
That’s Guangzhou (above) for the latest info.
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Wave Bar (Pocui Jiiiba; =) 8349 4568; 6 Heping Lu,
Overseas Chinese Village; beer Y30, cocktails Y35; %) 7pm-
2am) This is a popular nightspot for expats to
dance and drink. With a full range of tunes
to suit everybody, it’s one of the best bets for
a good night out.

Shopping

Guangzhou is a terrific place for shopping,
as long as you know where to look. Outside
the major department stores, prices are rea-
sonably cheap (especially compared to Hong
Kong) and with the overwhelming variety of
goods on the market, you can unearth some
real treasures.

Haizhu Square (Hizhil Guangchdng) has always
been a popular spot for discounted cloth-
ing and other merchandise. Nearby is one
of Gudngzhou’s favourite shopping spots,
Beijing Lu, a 300m pedestrian street crammed
full of shops big and small selling virtually
everything imaginable. It’s easily reachable
from the Gongyuan Qian metro stop. It gets
really crowded on the weekends, but that’s
part of the fun.

A pedestrian shopping street with a bit more
character is Xia Jiulu/Shang Jiulu (‘Up Down Nine
Street’). It’s in one of the oldest parts of the
city, where the buildings retain elements of
both Western and Chinese architecture. It’s
a good place to look for discounted clothing.
Also for clothing, try the trendy boutiques on
Huale Lu behind the Garden Hotel (p596).

If it’s antiques you're after, there’s no better
place to head than Xiguan Antique Street (Xiguan
Gliwan Chéng; Lizhiwan Lu) in the Xiguan area, with
shops selling everything from ceramic teapots
to Tibetan rugs. Even if you’re not interested
in loading up your pack with ceramic vases,
it’s still a wonderful place to wander and
browse.

Those with more modern desires might
want to head to the Tianhe area, with its fash-
ionable shopping plazas. Teem Plaza (Tianhé Chéng
Guangchang; 208 Tianhe Lu) and Grandview Shopping
Mall (zhéngjia Guangchéng; 228 Tianhe Lu) — the larg-
est in Asia — are two of Guangzhou’s newest
shopping malls. If you're interested in elec-
tronics, make sure to investigate the computer
markets at the east end of Tianhe Lu.

Getting There & Away

AIR

China National Aviation Corporation (CNAC;
Zhonggué Minhang) is represented by China
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Southern Airlines (Zhonggud Nanfang Hanglong; (Z;
) 800-820 6666, 8612 0330; www.cs-air.com; 181 Huanshi
Lu; % 9am-6pm), arguably China’s best-run air-
line. The office is southeast of the main train
station. The ticketing office on the 2nd floor
is open round the clock. For general flight
information ring @ 96060.

China Southern has six daily flights to Hong
Kong (Y1219 one way, 35 minutes). There are
also flights to Shanghi (Y1390) and Béijing
(Y1810). The domestic airport tax is Y50.

International destinations served by China
Southern include Amsterdam, Bangkok, Ho
Chi Minh City, Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur, Los
Angeles, Melbourne, Osaka, Paris, Penang,
Singapore and Sydney. The international air-
port tax is Y80.

Some foreign airlines with offices in
Guangzhou:

Japan Air Lines () 3877 3868; fax 3877 3967; room
4601, Citic Plaza, 233 Tianhe Beilu)

Malaysia Airlines (@) 8335 8828; fax 8335 8838; shop
M04-05, Garden Hotel, 368 Huanshi Donglu)

Singapore Airlines ( @) 2807 2808; fax 8732 0598;
Dongshan Plaza, 69 Xianlie Lu)

Thai International (@) 8365 2333; fax 8365 2488; G3,
Garden Hotel, 368 Huanshi Donglu)

United Airlines (@ 8333 8989, ext 3165; G05, Garden
Hotel, 368 Huanshi Donglu)

Vietnam Airlines ( @) 8386 7093, ext 10; M04, Attic,
Garden Hotel, 368 Huanshi Donglu)

BOAT

Guangzhou is a major port on China’s south-
ern coast but most ferry and catamaran
services have been discontinued, victims of
improved land transportation. However, there
are still services within the greater Guangzhou
metropolitan area to/from Hong Kong and
far-flung Héindn. Tickets are available from
CTS Guangzhou (p589) and the travel desks
at most top end hotels.

High-speed catamarans, run by the Nanhai
Pinggang Passenger Transport Co (T 8444 8218),
make two trips a day from the port of Nanhai
in Pingzhou, located about 23km southwest
of Guangzhou, to Hong Kong. Boats depart
from Nénhdi at 9.15am and 4pm and from
Hong Kong at 8.05am and 2pm. The trip
takes 2% hours and costs Y180/170 in 1st/
2nd class. Shuttles to Nanhai run from the
Garden Hotel.

Ferries for Hdik6u on Hainan Island
(Haindn Déo) depart from the pier at Huangpii
(@ 8227 9839), located some 32km southeast of
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Guangzhou, at 3.00pm on Tuesday, Thurs-
day and Saturday. The trip takes 18 hours
and the prices range from Y180 in 5th class
to Y450 in 1st class. In the opposite direction,
ferries leave Haikou’s Xiuying Harbour (@ 0898
6865 3315) on Monday, Wednesday and Friday
at 4pm.

BUS

Guangzhou has several long-distance bus sta-
tions with services to all parts of Guangdong,
southern Fujian, eastern Guangxi and even
further afield. There are three useful stations
clustered around the main train station. These
are the Liuhua bus station (Lithua Chézhan)
across Huanshi Xilu in front of the train sta-
tion, the Guangdong long-distance bus station
(Guangdong shéng giché kéyun zhan; Huanshi Xilu) to the
right and another long-distance bus station
(shi giché keéyun zhan) over the footbridge
leading from the train station. All of these sta-
tions have buses to Shénzhen (Y60, two hours,
every 12 minutes 6am to 11pm), Zhahi (Y72,
2% hours, every 15 minutes 7am to 9pm), and
Kaiping (Y45, 2 hours, every forty minutes).

Buses for other destinations leaving mostly
from the long-distance bus stations include:
Foshan (Y12 to Y14, 45 minutes); Guilin
(sleeper Y150 to Y180, 13 hours); Haikou
(sleeper Y180 to Y280, 16 hours); Nanning
(sleeper Y150 to Y180, 15 hours); Shantéu (Y90
to Y180, six hours); Zhaoging (Y30, 1% hours);
and Zhongshan (Y30 to Y35, two hours).

If the train station area is too anarchic for
you, head to the clean and orderly Haizhu
Passenger Station (Haizha Keyun Zhan; 182 Nanzhou Lu)
in the southern Haizha district. You'll find
buses to the same destinations listed above
as well as buses to Qingyudn (Y20, 1% hours)
and M¢éizhou (Y100, six hours). There are
also buses to Yongding (Y130, sleeper, 11
hours) and Fazhou (Y240, sleeper, 15 hours)
in Fujian. Express buses drop passengers off
at the Lu6 Hu border checkpoint at Shénzhen
(Y60, one hour, 6.50am to 8.20pm).

The easiest way to get to Hong Kong is by
the deluxe buses that ply the Guingzhou-
Shénzheén freeway in 2% hours. Most of the
top end hotels (see p595), including the Dong
Fang, China and Guangdong International
Hotels, have tickets and they cost around
Y100 (Y250 to Hong Kong International Air-
port). Direct buses through Zhahdi to Macau
(Y60, 2% hours) leave from the China and
Garden Hotels.
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TRAIN

Gudngzhou’s main train station, which is useful
for short-distance destinations such as Zhao-
qing (Y24, 2% hours), is a chaotic and seething
mass of humanity. To get there, catch metro
line 2 from Guédngzhou Hudchézhan station;
note that the train station will be moved to out-
lying Panyu in 2008. The Guéngzhou east train
station, on the other hand, which serves more
far-flung destinations, is a model of efficiency.
To get there, take metro line 1 Gudngzhou
Dong Zhan station. Bus 272 (Y2) links the two
stations while bus 271 (Y2) goes between the
Liuhua bus station and the Guangzhou east
train station. Metro line 1 runs to the east train
station and line 3 should be linked by the time
this book goes to press.

Travellers will find ticketing at the east sta-
tion a fairly straightforward affair, with separate
ticketing booths ( ¥ 7.30am-9pm) for Hung Hom, in
Hong Kong’s Kowloon (Y186-196, HK$180-
190, 1% hours), and a dozen fast trains a day
between 8.35am and 9.23pm. There are four
high-speed through trains per day to Shénzhen
(Y80, 55 minutes), on the border with Hong
Kong. Signs are in English. There are local trains
to Shénzhen (Y76, two hours) departing every
half-hour from about 6.30am to 10.20pm.

Trains also head north from here to Shanghai
(Y427, 21 hours) and Béijing (Y458, 22 hours),
as well as destinations all over the country. For
details on trains to Lhasa, see p924.

Despite all the hassles at the main
Guangzhou train station, booking train tick-
ets here is a lot easier than it used to be. There
are two separate places to buy them at the
station itself. A 24-hour ticketing office is in
the hall to the left of the large clock as you
face the station. Current, next-day and two-
day advance tickets are sold in the white and
silver building just east of the station, open
daily from 5.30am to 10.30pm.

CITS Guéngzhou (p589) near the main train
station will book train tickets up to five days in
advance for a service charge of about Y20.

Getting Around

Greater Gudngzhou, as defined by the
Huancheng Expressway, extends some 20km
east to west and more than 10km north to
south. Since most of the interesting sights are
scattered throughout the city, seeing the place
on foot is not exactly practical. The metro
(see right) is the speediest and cleanest way
to get around.

lonelyplanet.com

TO/FROM THE AIRPORT

Gudngzhou’s new Baiyun International Airport
(Baiyun Gudji Féijichang), which opened in
June 2004, is 34km north of the city. There is an
airport shuttle bus (Y13 to Y32, one hour, every
15 to 30 minutes, 7am to 10pm) that leaves from
a half-dozen locations around Guangzhou,
including the China Southern Airlines main
office (p598) near the train station. A taxi to/
from the airport will cost about Y140.

BICYCLE

Rental bikes are usually available somewhere
on Shamian Island; ask at your hotel for
details. At the time of research there was a
stall on Shamian Erjie in the northeast cor-
ner of Shamian Park (Shamian Gongyudn)
with bicycles for rent for Y15 per hour (plus
Y400 deposit).

BUS

Guingzhou has a large network of motor buses
and electric trolley-buses (Y2 to Y5). Unfor-
tunately the network is overstretched and the
buses are usually very crowded and slow.

METRO

At the time of writing, Gudngzhou had only
two metro lines. Line 1 runs for 18.5km from
Guangzhou east train station in the northeast
and across Pearl River in the southwest. It
goes by many of the city’s major sights along
Zhongshan Lu, and is also a convenient way to
get to Shamian Island. Line 2 goes essentially
north-south for 23km from Pézhou station in
the south to Sanyuan Li station in the north-
east. It is good for the main train station,
many of the sights around Yuexiu Park, and
the riverfront hotels. The two lines intersect
at one station: Gongyudn Qidn.

More lines are in the works: line 3 was
being tested in 2006 and line 4 should be fin-
ished by the time this book goes to press.

Depending on the line, the metro runs from
about 6.20am to just before 11pm. Fares are
Y2 to Y7, depending on the number of stops
you travel (eg Y5 for the 10 stops between the
two train stations). A better deal for getting
around is to buy a transit pass (Yang chéng
tong; “F-318), which can be bought from
kiosks inside the metro stations and post
offices. Passes start at Y50 and require a Y30
deposit, which can be refunded if you keep
your receipt. The pass can be used for all
public transport including taxis.
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TAXI

Taxis are abundant on the streets of
Guingzhou but demand is great, particularly
during the peak hours: from 8am to 9am, and
at lunch and dinner.

Taxis are equipped with meters, which are
always used, and flagfall is Y7. There is an
additional Y1 added on for a fuel surcharge.
A trip from the main train station to Shamian
Island should cost between Y15 and Y20; from
Guangzhou east train station to the island is
Y40 to Y45.

AROUND GUANGZHOU

White Cloud Hills [~ 111

These hills (Baiyin Shan; admission Y5), in the northern
suburbs of Guingzhou, are an adjunct to of the
Dayu Range (X J11%; Dayii Ling), the chief group of
mountains in Guingdong. In total there are
more than 30 peaks, which were once dotted
with temples and monasteries. It’s a good hike
up to the top - or a leisurely walk down if you
take the cable car (Y25) - and a refreshing escape
from the polluted city below.

Star Touching Peak (/% 1%, Méxing Ling), at
382m, is the highest point in the hills. Local
people rate the vista from a precipice called
White Cloud Evening View (]2 M 2; Baiyin
Wanwang) as one of the eight great sights of
Guangzhou.

Famous as a resort since the Tang and Song
dynasties, the hills have been thematically
restored to attract tourists and now boast a
number of attractions, including the Mingchun
Valley Aviary ("%7575 % [itl; Mingchiingii Nidoyuan;
@ 3722 9528; admission Y25; £¥48.30am-5pm), which
features a wide variety of bird species.

GETTING THERE & AWAY

The hills are about 15km from Guangzhou.
Bus 24 can take you from Dongfeng Zhonglu,
just north of Rénmin Gongyudn, to the cable
car at the bottom of the hill near Luhu Park
(Luht Gongyudn). The trip takes between half
an hour and one hour, depending on traffic.
The bus stops at the park entrance.

KAIPING T~

= 0750

Scattered throughout the countryside about
140km southwest of Guangzhou are a collec-
tion of remarkable watchtowers called digoldu.
These towers, which display an eclectic mix of
European architectural styles from Roman to
rococo, were built in the 19th and early 20th
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centuries by Chinese returning from overseas.
Because of political instability, many of the
towers were built as fortresses, meant to keep
out bandits and later protect residents from
Japanese troops. Each was built with sturdy
walls, iron gates, and ports for defence and
observation. Out of the 3,000 original didoldu,
only 1,833 remain. They are slowly being de-
veloped for tourism. The towers are unique to
Guangdong and can only be seen in the coun-
ties surrounding the town of Kaiping.

The best way to see the didoléu is to head to
Kaiping and from there rent a taxi or take pub-
lic transport out to the countryside. The largest
collection of didolou are in the quiet village of
Zili (19 57; Zili Can), about 20 minutes from
Kaiping. Here, 15 crumbling towers, some
tilting precariously, rise ominously above a
cluster of ancient homes. If you walk to the rear
of the village, you'll see MingshiLéu (£ £11%), the
tallest tower, which is open to the public. This
was once the most prosperous home in the vil-
lage. On the top of the building are four towers
known as ‘swallow nests’, each with embra-
sures, cobblestones and a water sprayer, which
was used against bandits. From the windows
you'll see a stretch of unspoiled countryside
dotted with rice paddies, fish ponds and the
jagged outlines of didolou in the distance.

Another collection of didolu worth visiting
is at Li Garden (17.]3dl; Li Yuan; admission Y40; £% 8am-
5pm) in Tangkou county, about a 15-minute
taxi ride from Kaiping. The didoléu here were
constructed in 1936 by Mr Xie Weili, a Chi-
nese emigrant to the United States. Authori-
ties have transformed this area into a park
for tourists, and though admission is steep,
it’s a convenient way to see some didoléu in
an organized setting. Most of the towers are
open to the public and have explanations of
their history in English. Some have been left
in their original condition to chilling effect,
abandoned after residents fled from invading
Japanese troops. Left behind are the remnants
of smashed-up furniture and quilts torn to
shreds by bayonets, among other things.

Other noteworthy didolou include Déng
Lou (X #%), a five-storey tower built in 1920
called ‘Light Tower” because of its powerful
searchlight. There’s also Nanxing Xié Léu, or
‘The Leaning Tower’ of Nanxing Village, which
tilts severely to one side, with its central axis
over 2m off centre. Built in 1903, the seven-
storey tower has survived numerous typhoons
and earthquakes, but may still topple any day.
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Also worth a visit is Ruishi Lou (i £1#%) lo-
cated behind Jinjiangli Village, about an hour
from Kaiping. One of the most marvellous of
the towers, it has nine stories with a Byzantine-
style roof and Roman dome supported by
elaborately decorated walls and pillars.

Sleeping

Most people see the didoléu on a day trip from
Guingzhou but it’s possible to stay overnight
in Kaiping. For reasonable rooms by the river
and provincial bus station try the Overseas
Chinese Hotel (*E47 K J& ; Huaqido Dasha; @ 2212572
Changsha Xibu Lu; 1 70 P 2B 1% d Y200; @2 @)

Getting There & Away

There are about fifty buses daily to Kaiping
from Guéngzhou (Y45, two hours), leaving
from the long distance bus stations near the
main train station. There are also buses from
Zhuhai (Y60, 2% hours) and Shénzheén (Y65,
2% hrs). Buses will drop you off at one of two
bus stations, the central Kaiping bus station
(Kaiping zhongzhan) or the provincial sta-
tion (shi qiché zhan), where you can switch
to alocal bus (Y4-5) that will take you out to
the didolou. Because the didolou are scattered
throughout several counties, most people find
it easier to rent a taxi to take them around to
the various sites. A taxi to Zili from Kaiping
should cost between Y70 and Y80, with an
hour’s wait included. A taxi from Kaiping
to Li Garden costs around Y22 each way. If
you want to see all the towers, your best bet
would be to charter a taxi for the day. You'll
find taxi drivers waiting in front of the bus
stations to take you around. A half day will
cost around Y200 and a full day Y400, but
you can negotiate these rates.

QINGYUAN 51t

30763

The industrial town of Qingyuan, about 70km
northwest of Guingzhou, sits on the northern
banks of the Beijiang River and serves as an
important transit point for those heading up
to northern Guangdong. Qingyudn itself, a
jumble of warehouses and factories, holds little
interest. The main attractions lie in the sur-
rounding river valley, a peaceful refuge of pine
forests, mountains and deeply eroded canyons.
Tucked in the hills about 20km upstream from
Qingyudn are the secluded temples of Féilai
("&2K) and Feixia (&), both accessible to
visitors and well worth visiting.

Book accommodation online at lonelyplanet.com

Ferries to the temples run from Qingyuan’s
Bei River dock (/K [t %32 3; Shuili keyun zhan), east
of Nanmen Jie in the southwest part of town.
The ferry costs Y50 per person, though boats
don’t leave until they’re full. To rent a whole
boat costs about Y350. The boat schedule
varies — it’s a good idea to arrive at the dock
before 8am to see when boats are leaving that
day. The entire trip, from Féildi onwards to
Féixid and the return takes about four hours.
If the ferry is not available, it’s possible to take
a bus to Féixid (see below).

The first part of the trip takes you along the
river past some mountain villages and ancient
pagodas to the stately Buddhist temple of Féilai
(admission Y18), nestled at the foot of a steep moun-
tain. Though Féilai has been around for over
1400 years, the current structure dates from the
Ming dynasty. The temple is serenely located in
a pine forest; follow the narrow path through
the forest to the mountain-top pavilion that
offers terrific views of the river gorge below.
You'll be given about an hour to look around
before your boat heads further upstream to the
more modern Taoist temple of Féixia.

When your boat arrives at Féixia (admission Y45),
about 4km upstream, you'll be dropped off at
stairs that lead upwards from the riverbank and
onwards to the temple. To get to the temple,
follow the stairs from the riverbank through
the woods for about 20 minutes. Founded in
the late 18th century, it’s actually a complex of
different halls, courtyards and pavilions con-
nected by tree-lined paths. The entire place,
with its imposing walls, low ceilings and mazes
of dark corridors feels more like Dracula’s cas-
tle than a place of refuge. For those who love

spooky things, this place will delight.

Sleeping & Eating

Near the Bei River dock in Qingyudn you’ll
find the Overseas Chinese Hotel (££4/7 KX J&; Hus-
gido Dasha; B 333 7118; 70 Nanmen Jie; ¥ 145770 5 ;
dY200-250; (&2 [@)), which has adequate rooms
in a convenient location.

You'll find restaurants along Nanmen Jie
that serve up decent meals. You can also try any
number of boats docked along the Bei River
that transform into lively restaurants at night.
Dinner for two, which includes fresh-caught
fish and wild vegetables, will cost about Y100.

Getting There & Away
Buses run about every 15 minutes from
Guangzhou’s long-distance bus stations near
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the main train station (Y30, 1% hours) from
6.30am to 7.30pm. There are also buses from
Féshan (Y45, two hours) and Shénzheén (Y60,
three hours). Qingyudn’s main bus station is
about 4km south of the Bei River. Bus 6 travels
between the bus station and the town centre.
Alternatively, a taxi from the bus station to
Nanmen Jie will cost about Y6.

Six buses run daily from Qingyudn’s old
bus station (jiti gichézhan) to Féixid (Y8, 1Y%
hour). To Féixia buses run between 7.30am and
4.30pm and from Féixid 9am to 5.30pm. Buses
that run between Qingyudn and Yingdé (Y10,
two hours) can drop passengers off at Féildi.

FOSHAN f% 111

0757 / pop 960,000

Foéshan, 19km southwest of Guédngzhou, is
one of China’s oldest pottery towns. Dating
back to the Han dynasty, the city, along with
its neighbour Shiwan, is renowned for its
ceramics, metal working and wood carving.
In addition to its reputation for handicrafts,
Foshan is famous for its magnificent ancestral
temple. The city’s name, ‘Buddha Hill’, is
derived from three statues of the Lord Gau-
tama that stood on a nearby hill under the
Tang (AD 618-907), when Féshan was an
important religious centre.

Information

Bank of China (Zhonggud Yinhang; cnr Renmin &
Zumiao Lu; £ 8.30am-5pm Mon-Fri, 9am-4pm Sat)
Conveniently located by Zii Miao.

China International Travel Service (CITS; Zhonggué
Gudji Ltixingshe; (@) 8363 6888; 75 Fenjiang Zhonglu;
£ 8am-6pm) Very helpful branch in the Foshan Hotel.
Municipal government website (www.foshan.gov
.cn) Excellent website on Foshan.

Post Office (youjd; Qinren Lu; ¥ 8.30am-9.30pm) Mail
your pottery home here.

Sights

ZU MIAO 1 i

This ancestral temple complex (& 82293723;21 7u-
miao Lu; admission Y20; £ 8.30am-6.30pm) was founded
during the late 11th century and is a marvel-
lous example of southern Chinese architecture.
The temple is dedicated to Béidi, Taoist God
of the North, commonly represented by a tur-
tle and a snake. You’'ll see an imposing statue
of Béidi in the main hall, along with some
extraordinary carved wooden screens. Some
of the buildings here have the ‘wok-handle’
roofs distinctive to the region, as well as ridge
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tiles covered with delightful ceramic figures
taken from folklore. The compound is part of
the Foshan Museum (Féshan Bowugudn) and
contains some excellent collections, includ-
ing an extensive display on Cantonese opera
and martial arts.
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A short walk north of the ancestral tem-
ple is the Buddhist Renshou Temple (Rénshou Si;
T 8225 3053; 9 Zumiao Lu; admission free; £ 8am-5pm),
a former Ming monastery which remains an
active place of worship today. Inside, you'll
find a seven-storey pagoda built in 1656 as
well as the Foshan Folk Arts Studio, famous for
its intricately beautiful papercuts.

Still further north, Liang’s Garden (Lidng Yuén;
@ 8224 1279; Songfeng Lu; admission Y10; £} 8.30am-
530pm) is an attractive garden complex that
dates from the early 19th century. Within is
a tranquil lotus pond, willow-lined pathways
and carefully arranged rock formations. The
residences of the family have all been elegantly
restored and are a delight to explore.

Féshan is small enough to get around on foot
and there are some places off of the main arter-
ies that are worth investigation. Most interest-
ing and historical is Donghua Lane (Donghua Li),
between Renmin Lu and Jianxin Lu, where the
homes, with their distinctive southern-style
roofs and doorways, look like they’ve hardly
changed since the Qing dynasty.

SHIWAN £V

A visit to Féshan must include a trip to neigh-
bouring Shiwan, one of China’s most important
ceramics production centres. Streets are lined
with pottery shops and you can find all kinds
of earthenware here, from porcelain Buddhas
to the finest tableware. The highlight is a visit to
the Nanfeng Ancient Kiln (Nanféng Giizao; @ 82711798;
6 Gaomiao Lu; admission Y15; £% 8am-6pm), which con-
tains two ‘dragon kilns’ from the early Ming
that are more than 30m long and have never
gone out since the day they fired up. Signs (in
English) explain the four-day process from
clay to glazed pot. You can visit the workshop,
and there’s a shop selling exquisite bowls and
figurines. You can even try your own hand at
making pottery. One-on-one instruction (Y35) is
with a resident artist (some speak English), and
you get to take your masterpiece home.

Sleeping & Eating
Pearl River Hotel (Zhijidng Dajitidian;1 Qinren Lu; 5%
=51, @ 822887512; d Y260-298, trY380; &3 (D))
Unfortunately, the youth hostel wing of the
hotel has been closed down, though with 40%
discounts Pearl River remains a good budget
option. Rooms are big and spartan.
Carrianna Hotel (Jianingna Dajitidian; (= 8222 3828;
www.fshg-hotel.com; 14 Zumiao Lu; £ JiH 145 14 5 ; s Y478-
648, d Y528-648, ste Y1288; (¢3) (&) This four-star

Book accommodation online at lonelyplanet.com

property has friendly staff and bright, spa-
cious rooms. The price includes breakfast.
Expect 20% discounts.

In terms of eating options, the hotels men-
tioned above have reasonably good restau-
rants. There are some fast food joints and
cheap noodle houses along Zumiao Lu and
scattered throughout the city centre. For
healthier fare, there’s a very good vegetarian
restaurant (dishes from Y10; %4 11am-2.30pm & 5-8.30pm)
on the third floor of the Renshou Temple.

Getting There & Away

Frequent buses (Y8 to Y14, 45 minutes) link
Foshan’s Zumiao bus station (Zimiao chézhan;
Chengmentou Lu) with the main bus stations in
Guédngzhou. Buses leave every 15 minutes
between 6.40am and 11pm. Minibuses (Y10)
also go to Gudngzhou’s Guangfo Bus Station
(Guangfd Qiché Zhan; Zhongshan Balu).

Destinations served from Fdéshan’s long-
distance bus station (Foshan shéng gichézhan; Fenjiang
Beilu) include Shénzhén (Y80 to Y103) and
Zhuhai (Y45 to Y60). To get to Hong Kong
(Y160, three hours) the Carrianna and Foshan
Hotels have daily buses, but you’ll need to in-
quire about the schedule as it often changes.

Trains between Féshan and Guangzhou (Y7
to Y10, 30 minutes) are faster than buses, but
there are fewer daily departures. There are sev-
eral trains daily between Shénzhen and Féshan
(Y40, 2% hours), some dropping passengers off
at the Hong Kong border. There is also a direct
express train to Hung Hom in Hong Kong
(Y240, three hours), with a daily departure at
11.02am (2.20pm from Kowloon).

CITS Foshan in the Foshan Hotel provides
a free shuttle to/from the port of Nanhai in
Pingzhou, from where high-speed catamarans
depart for Hong Kong. There are two buses
daily at 8.25am and 2.55pm. From Nanhai
buses leave for the Foshan Hotel at 1lam
and 3.10pm.

There’s no word on when the metro line
between Gudngzhou and Féshan will be com-
pleted, though they were running a test line
in 2006.

A taxi between Guangzhou and Féshan
costs about Y80.

Getting Around

Bus 1 (Y2) links the train station with Zu
Miao. Bus 1 is also good for Shiwan, as is bus
9. Taxis start at Y7; a taxi to Shiwan will cost
around Y10.

lonelyplanet.com

ZHAOQING %5 |1

@) 0758 / pop 3.9 million

Zhaoqing, lying on the Xi Jiang some 110km
west of Gudngzhou, is bordered to the north
by lakes and a series of limestone forma-
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tions that together make up the Seven Star
Crags (Qixing Yan). The Dinght Shan (Mt
Dinghu) protected area to the northeast is
one of the most attractive scenic spots in
Guangdong.
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Information

Bank of China (Zhongguo Yinhang; Duanshou Wulu;
£%9 8.30am-5.30pm Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm Sat & Sun)
Post Office (youjd; Jianshe Sanlu; ¥} 8am-8pm)
China Travel Service (CTS; Zhongguo Lixingshe;
@ 226 8090; Duanshou Wulu; (¥4 8am-9pm)

Sights

SEVEN STAR CRAGS PARK LA % 2 [l
Central to this island park (Qixing Yan Gongyuan;
T 227 7724, 238 7218; admission Y50; (¥} 8am-5.30pm)
is a group of misty limestone hills, with con-
cealed caves and grottoes among their craggy
peaks. Willow and kapok trees line the paths
around Star Lake (Xing Hi). It’s an attractive place
to visit but certainly not worthy of the hefty
admission price.

A motor boat (Y25) will take you from
Gateway Square (Pdifing Guangchdng) at the
southernmost tip of the lakes to a small bridge
leading into the park.

OTHER SIGHTS

Nine-storey Chongxi Pagoda (Chongxi T&; Guta Nanlu;
admission Y5; £V 8.30am-5pm), a red, green and white
tower facing the river in the southeast, has
been restored to its original Song style and
can be climbed. From the top are terrific views
of the river and two similar pagodas on the
opposite bank.

The oldest part of Zhaoqing is surrounded
by old city walls (gii chéng) complete with forti-
fications: River View Tower (Yugjiang Lou; @ 223
2968; Jiangbin Zhonglu; admission Y8; £%48.30am-5pm)
to the southeast and, to the northwest, the
more flamboyant Cloud Draped Tower (Piyi Lou;
Songcheng Xilu).

Sleeping

Zhenbao Big World Hotel (Zhénbao Dashijié Jitidian;
) 229 1888; fax 229 0168; 76 Tianning Beilu; s & d Y138; (€3] )
Rooms in this large hotel are faded but still a
reasonable option and one of the better budget
options in town. Staff is friendly and helpful
and the restaurant inside has good food.

Hubin Hotel (Hibin Dajitidian; @& 223 2921; fax 227
2248; 82 Tianning Beilu; % 7*-|L 182%5; 5 & d Y298, tr
Y388; @2 (@) Just a stone’s throw from the lake,
this hotel has excellent well-managed rooms
with up to 30% discounts. The triple rooms
have broadband Internet.

Star Lake Hotel (Xinghd Dajitidian; =) 616 8888; fax 619
3333; 37 Duanzhou Silu; 3 M P 437 ; 5 & d 500-600, ste
from Y880; ©2)) This 31-storey hotel towers over
the lake and central Zhaoging. Rooms have

Book accommodation online at lonelyplanet.com

great views, though are somewhat overpriced.
For some dizzy fun, take the external glass
elevator all the way to the top.

Eating

Unless you visit during the Dragon Boat
Festival in June, youll miss Zhaoqing’s
number 1 culinary speciality: glutinous rice
dumplings (FiJ*; zongzi) that are wrapped
in bamboo leaves and contain anything from
peanuts and lotus seeds to dried sausage
and salted duck-egg yolk. A number of res-
taurants and food stalls fill the pavements
of Wenming Lu, due south of the Star Lake
Hotel. The restaurant in Zhenbao Big World
Hotel is notable for its yum cha and other
Cantonese specialities.

Getting There & Away

BOAT

Boats for Hong Kong are currently leaving
from the port of Gaoming (i ]), about an
hour away by bus. You can buy your ticket
(Y150, four hours, includes the price of the
ferry) and board the bus at the Zhaoqing Hong
Kong Joint Passenger Transport Company ( (&) 2225736;
Gongnong Nanlu; £ 9am-6pm) up the road from the
ferry pier. Buses depart at 7.30am and 1.45pm.
Hong Kong passengers will also transfer at
Gaoming, before heading on to Zhaoging.

BUS

Buses to Gudngzhou (Y30, 1% hours) depart
from Zhaogqing’s long-distance bus station (giché
keyunzhan; Duanzhou Silu) opposite the lake every
half hour. There are also buses to Shénzhen
(Y90, three hours), to Zhuhdi (Y60, four
hours) at 2pm and 4.30pm and to Wuzhou
(Y35, three hours) in Guangxi province at
9.10am, 10.40am and 1.20pm.

TRAIN
The fastest train to Guangzhou takes two
hours; hard seat tickets are Y18. Tickets
booked at CTS or major hotels include a Y10
service charge.

There is a direct express train to Hong
Kong (Y240, 4% hours), with a daily departure
at 9.37am (2.20pm from Kowloon).

Getting Around

The local bus station (Duanzhou Silu) faces the lake
just opposite Gateway Square. Bus 12 links
the train and long-distance bus stations with
the ferry pier via the centre of town. A taxi

lonelyplanet.com

to the train station from the centre will cost
about Y15.

AROUND ZHAOQING

Dinghi Shan 7 111

This 11.3 sq km protected reserve (Mt Dingu;
T 262 2510, 222 6386; 21 Paifang Lu; admission Y50),
18km northeast of Zhaoqing, offers excel-
lent walks among lush vegetation, temples,
springs, waterfalls and pools, including one
where Sun Yatsen took the waters in the 1920s.
As is the custom, every geographical feature
has been given a fanciful appellation: Leaping
Dragon Pool (Yueléng Tén), Immortal Riding
a Crane (Xianrén Qihé) and so on.

Baoding Garden (Baoding Yudn), at the re-
serve’s northern edge, contains Nine Dragon
Vessel (Jiulong Bioding), the world’s largest
ding, a ceremonial Chinese pot with two han-
dles and three or four legs, unveiled for the
millennium. A short distance to the south-
west a small boat (Y15) will ferry you to the
tiny wooded island in Ding Lake (Ding Hu),
where there is a butterfly preserve. Qingyun
Temple (Qingytn Si), an enormous Buddhist
complex of over 100 buildings, was originally
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built during the Ming dynasty. Don’t miss
the gilded statues of 500 Buddhist arhats
(saints), the rice pot capable of feeding 1000
people and the camellia planted in the central
courtyard in 1685.

About 1km up from the main gate there’s
a reserve office where, for a fee of Y30 and
presentation of your passport, you can go hik-
ing up the trail that follows the river’s western
bank. The hike takes about four hours and
eventually ends up at Qingyun Temple.

INFORMATION

Dinghu Shan Reserve Office il LA A .oovoevrenrns 1a3
SIGHTS & ACTIVITIES
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Mt Dinghu International Youth Hostel (Dinght Shan
Gudji Qingnian Liiguan; dm Y38, s &d Y138-208) Within the
Dinghu Summer Resort is this well-maintained
hostel with clean, basic rooms not far from the
temple. Rooms can be buggy so bring insect
spray.

Dinghu Summer Resort (Dinghi Sénlin Jianyang Julebu;

T 262 1688; fax 262 1665; s & d Y288-368; (2 () The
scenic location and quiet setting make this
place ideal if you want to get away from the
city. Rooms are decent, though nothing spe-
cial. It’s the location that counts.

Bus 21 (Y3.50) goes to Dinght Shan from
the local bus station in Zhaoqing. From the
reserve’s main entrance you can follow the
main road north on foot or you can catch one
of the electric carts (Y20) that make a loop
around the reserve. A taxi from Zhaoqing to
the reserve will cost about Y60.

ZHUHAI 25

@) 0756 / pop 1.3 million

Like Shénzheén to the northeast, Zhihdi is a
Special Economic Zone (SEZ). But ‘Pearl Sea’
has never reached the level of success — or
excess — of its well-heeled step-sister across
the Pearl River estuary. So much the better for
residents and travellers, for this city just over
the border from Macau is one of the cleanest
and greenest metropolises in China. It is also
an important university centre.

Zhuhi is so close to Macau that a visit can
be arranged as a day trip; alternatively, you
can use Zhahdi as an entry or exit point for
the rest of China. Visas (MOP$100) valid for
thirty days are available at the border (¥7.30am-
midnight).

Orientation

The city of Zhahdi is divided into three main
districts. Gongbéi, which abuts the Macau
border, to the south of the city, is the main
tourist district, with lots of hotels, restaurants
and shops; Gongbei Port (Gongbéi Kou’an
is the large modern complex where visitors
arrive from Macau.

To the northeast is Jida, the eastern part
of which contains some large waterfront ho-
tels and resorts as well as Jiuzhou Harbour
(Jitizhou Gang), where Hong Kong, Shénzheén
and Gudngdong passenger ferries arrive and
depart. Xiangzhou is the northernmost part
of Zhahdi City and has many government
buildings and housing blocks and a busy
fishing port.

Book accommodation online at lonelyplanet.com

Information

Bank of China (Zhongguo Yinhang) Gongbei (cnr Yingbin
Dadao & Yuehai Donglu; %3 8.30am-5pm Mon-Fri, 10am-
4pm Sat & Sun); Gongbei Port ( ¥4 8.30am-5pm Mon-Fri,
10am-4pm Sat & Sun) The first office listed is just after
customs and immigration coming from Macau.

China Travel Service (Zhonggué Liixingshe; (TS;

@ 888 5777; 33 Yingbin Dadao; ¥ 8.30am-5pm
Mon-Fri, 10am-4pm Sat & Sun) Next door to the Zhuhai
Overseas Chinese Hotel.

Post Office (youji; 1041-1043 Yuehai Dongly;

£\ 8am-8pm)

Public Security Bureau (PSB; Gonganji; @) 864 2114;
Guihua Nanlu, Gongbei)

Sights
Apart from a museum and several parks, at-
tractions in Zhwhai are few. In Jida, the Zhuhai
City Museum (Zhihaishi Bowlguan; (@) 332 4116; 191
Jingshan Lu; admission Y10; (% 9am-5pm) is housed on
two floors of a large building done up like a
Ming-dynasty compound. It contains a small
but interesting collection of Tibetan art and
artefacts, including gilded cups formed from
human skulls; and scroll paintings and callig-
raphy. Bus 2, 20 and 26 run to the museum.
Parks include waterfront Haibin Park (Haibin
Gongyudn), and Jingshan Park (Jingshan Gongyuan;
Haibin Beilu; admission Y2; £%8am-7pm) noted for its
‘boulder forest” covering Paradise Hill (Shijing
Shan) behind it, with a cable car (Shijing Shan Sudao;
@213 6477; retum Y60) that’ll take you to the top.
In the bay near the park is the Zhuhai Fisher
Girl (Zhahéi Yant), a large statue of a girl
holding a pearl over her head - the symbol
of the city. Pearls are still farmed off the coast
to the northeast.

Sleeping

Very few travellers stay in Zhuhai, apart from
people on business. There’s little demand for
budget accommodation, so prices are generally
midrange to top end (though heavy discount-
ing can blur the distinctions). Most hotels here
add a 10% to 15% service charge to the bill.
Expect higher prices at the weekend.

BUDGET & MIDRANGE

International Youth Hostel (Gudji Qingnian Xuéshéng
Ltiguan; (@) 7711 7712; Zhuhai Holiday Resort; dm Y60)
Hidden away on the Zhuhai Holiday Re-
sort grounds is this tiny hostel with separate
eight-bed dorms for male and female guests.
Beds need to be booked at the front desk of
the resort.

lonelyplanet.com

Friendship Hotel (Youyi Jitidian; @ 813 1818; fax 813
5505; 2 Youyi Lu; A VH 14525 ; 5 ¥368-418, d & tw Y388-
418, ste from Y568; (¢2)) This conveniently located
hotel, opposite the border crossing, offers
50% discounts on its tidy but dated (peeling
wallpaper, faded carpet) rooms.

Gonghbei Palace Hotel (Gongbéi Binguan; =) 888 6833;
fax 888 1900; 21 Shuiwan Lu; 7K {25 %215, s Y280, d & tw
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Y280-380, tr 450, ste from Y680; &2 (&) Its advertised
rates notwithstanding, this over-the-top kitsch
palace by the waterfront has deep discounts
on singles and doubles (as low as Y238).

TOP END
Yindo Hotel (Yindi Jitidian; 3 888 3388; fax 888 3311; cnr
Yinghin Dadao & Yuehai Zhonglu; 3! 2 ik Ji L5 B8LyA vp
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A8 &4 Y860-1240, stefrom Y1360; 84)) This 310-
room hotel next to the main Bank of China
is within striking distance of the border and
popular with business travellers. Outlets in-
clude the Tea Palace (Cha Hudngdian), which
serves traditional Chinese brews and snacks
from 8am to 5pm (from Y60 per person).

Zhuhai Holiday Resort (Zhiihai Dujiacin; @ 333 3838;
www.zhuhai-holitel.com; 9 Shihua Dong Lu; £ £+ %< 14955 ;
s & d Y880-980, ste from Y1380, villas Y680-2362; (2 ) This
massive five-star resort near Jiuzhou Harbour
offers both hotel and private villa accommo-
dation in a secluded garden setting. Facilities
include tennis courts, a bowling alley and a
large swimming pool.

Eating

The area of Gongbéi near the Macau bor-
der has restaurants, night markets and street
hawkers. Try Lianhua Lu for bakeries and
restaurants serving inexpensive Cantonese
food. Opposite the Gongbei Palace Hotel, the
May Flower Restaurant (Wiyuehua Jitjia; @) 818111131
Shuiwan Lu; meals Y100; £¥4 7am-2.30pm & 5pm-midnight)
has very good Cantonese seafood. On the
corner of Yangbin Dadao and Yuehua Lu is
the modern-looking Café de Coral (Dajialé; Yangbin
Dadao; mains from Y8; £¥3 11am-11pm) with inexpen-
sive noodle and rice dishes.

Getting There & Away

AIR

Zhuhdi’s airport serves destinations in China,
including Béijing (Y2050), Shanghai (Y1380)
and Héngzhou (Y1230).

BOAT
Jetcats between Zhahai and Hong Kong
(Y150, 70 minutes) depart six times a day
between 8am and 5pm from Jiuzhou Harbour
(@333 3359) for the China ferry terminal in
Kowloon, and eight times a day from 9am to
9.30pm for the Macau ferry pier in Central.
A high-speed ferry operates between Jiuzhou
Harbour and Shénzheén’s port of Shékou (Y70,
one hour). There are departures every half-
hour between 8am and 5.30pm or 6.30pm,
depending on the season. They leave from
Shékou every half hour between 7.30am and
5.30pm or 6.30pm. Local buses 3, 12, 25 and
26 all go to Jiuzhou Harbour.

BUS
Air-conditioned buses to Guangzhou (Y55 to
Y75, 2% hours) leave from Gongbei long-distance

lonelyplanet.com

bus station (Gongbéi giché zhan; Youyi Lu), departing
every 20 minutes between 6am and 9pm.
Buses to other points in China depart from
either this station or the Kee Kwan bus station
below the shopping centre at Gongbei Port.
Destinations include Dongguan (Y60 to Y70,
2% hours), Foshan (Y60 to Y70, three hours),
Humén (Y50 to Y65, two hours), Kaiping
(Y40 to Y55, 2% hours), Shantéu (Y160 to
Y180, seven hours), Shénzhén (Y80 to Y90, 2%
hours), Zhaoqing (Y55 to Y70, 4% hours) and
Zhongshan (Y15 to Y20, one hour). Most of
the top end hotels have bus services travelling
to and from Hong Kong (Y150, 2% hours).

Getting Around

TO/FROM THE AIRPORT

Zhuhii’s airport is 43km southwest of the city.
An airport shuttle bus (Y20) runs reasonably
frequently from outside the Zhongzhu building
(Zhongzh Dasha; cnr Yuehua Lu & Yingbin Dadao); ask CT'S
Zhuhai Gongbei for the current schedule. A
taxi will cost about Y130.

BUS
Zhuhdi has a clean, efficient and cheap bus
system, with fares pegged at Y2.

TAXI

Taxis have meters and the cost is Y10 for the
first 3km, then Y0.60 for each additional 250m.
To go from the Macau border to Jiuzhou Har-
bour costs around Y20.

AROUND ZHUHAI

Cuihéng 5275

This small village 33km north of Zhahii is
the site of the Dr Sun Yatsen Residence Memorial
Museum (v 111 J5 20 25 1 San Zhongshan Guja
Jinianguan; @ 0760-550 1691; Cuiheng Dadao; admission
Y10; £} 9am-5pm), where the revolutionary hero
was born in 1866 and returned to live with
his parents for four years in 1892. A solemn
place of pilgrimage for Chinese of all political
persuasions, the museum re-creates the house
(the original was torn down in 1913) where
Sun grew up; the village compound includes a
remarkable collection of furniture and objects
from everyday life. The main hall has exhibits
examining his life and accomplishments, with
signs in English.

To reach the museum board bus 10 from
Yingbin Dadao in Zhahdi. Alight at the ter-
minus, walk 10 minutes past the gate to the
next bus stop and board bus 12.

lonelyplanet.com

HUMEN % 1]

0769 / pop 197,000

Also known as Taiping (X>F), ‘Tiger Gate’ is a
small city on the Pearl River whose impact on
China’s - and the West’s - history has been far
greater than its present size would suggest. It
was here that Commissioner Lin Zexu declared
war on the opium trade in China (see boxed
text below) by publicly burning shipments
of the narcotic in two pits in what is now Lin
Zexu Park (B4 JUJ443 23 [; Lin Zéxd Gongyuan; Jiefang
Lu; admission Y12; £%48am-5.30pm). The park’s Opium
War Museum (9 F-fi% 4+ [ 471 Yapian Zhanzhéng
Béwuguan; @) 551 2065; admission Y10; ¥4 8am-5.30pm),
commemorating this heroic man’s deeds and
tracing the history of opium in China, is full of
dusty (and rusty) objects and not unreasonable
diatribes against the West.

To the north and northwest of the town cen-
tre are three batteries that figured prominently
in the First Opium War, including the Bogue
Fort (70 fif1 35 Shajido Paotdi), now part of
a closed military base. Just south of Weiyuan
Fort ()l £5; Weiyudn Paotdi) on Wei-
yuan Island (J&IZ H; Weiyuin Déo) is the
superb Sea Battle Museum (i % 18 47) 1; Haizhan
Bowdiguan; @) 550 0322; admission Y20; £} 8am-5.30pm),
which examines the naval battle of the First
Opium War through scale models, dioramas,
simulated battle scenes and massive artwork,
most with explanatory notes in English. There
are numerous other exhibits scattered through
four large halls, including large artillery pieces
and other relics, as well as an enlightening ex-
hibition on drug addiction in China today.

DIRTY FOREIGN MUD
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Buses link Himén’s long-distance bus sta-
tion on Yong’an Lu with Dongguén (Y5, 30
minutes), Guangzhou (Y30 to Y45, 1% hours),
Shénzheén (Y35 to Y45, 1% hours) and Zhuhai
(Y50 to Y65, two hours). Minibuses (Y10) also
go directly from the bus station in Dongguén
to the Sea Battle Museum.

You can get to Hong Kong (Y120 to Y170,
1% hours) from Huimén by boat, with three
departures a day from the Taiping Port Pier
(R FH 153k Taipinggang Mitou; &) 519 0888)
southwest of the park at 9.30am, 3.30pm and
5.35pm. They leave Hong Kong for Hiimén
at 9am, 1.45pm and 5.30pm.

SHENZHEN )|

@) 0755 / pop 10 million

Shénzhén, the Special Economic Zone (SEZ)
straddling the Hong Kong border, went from
a poor fishing village to China’s richest city in
just twenty years. The city draws a mix of busi-
nessmen, investors and illegal migrant workers
to its golden gates, all of them trying to find a
place in China’s economic miracle. At least half
of Shénzheén’s population is illegal - the SEZ is a
restricted zone and, in theory, Chinese nation-
als require a special pass even to enter it, much
less live and work here. Though commercially
successful, Shénzhén isn’t a pleasant city and
the extreme imbalance of wealth and poverty
lends an air of desperation. The crime rate is
high and visitors should be wary of walking
alone after dark. Most travellers give the place
a wide berth, but it is a useful transportation
hub if you're coming from Hong Kong.

Although trade in opium had been banned in China by imperial decree at the end of the 18th
century, the cohong (local merchants’ guild) in Guangzhou helped ensure that the trade continued,
and fortunes were amassed on both sides. When the British East India Company lost its monopoly
on China trade in 1834, imports of the drug increased to 40,000 chests a year.

In 1839, the Qing government sent Imperial Commissioner Lin Zexu to stamp out the opium
trade once and for all. Lin successfully blockaded the British in Guangzhou and publicly burned
almost half a tonne of the ‘foreign mud'’ in Taiping. Furious, the British sent an expeditionary force of
4,000 men from the Royal Navy to exact reparations and secure favourable trade arrangements.

What would become known as the First Opium War began in June 1840 when British forces
besieged Guangzhou and forced the Chinese to cede five ports - Hong Kong, Guangzhou, Xiamén,
Ningbo and Shanghai - to the British. With the strategic city of Nanking (Nanjing) under immediate
threat, the Chinese were forced to accept Britain’s terms in the Treaty of Nanking.

The treaty abolished the monopoly system of trade, opened the ‘treaty ports’ to British residents
and foreign trade, exempted British nationals from all Chinese laws and ceded the island of Hong
Kong to the British ‘in perpetuity’. The treaty, signed in August 1842, set the scope and character
of the unequal relationship between China and the West for the next half-century.
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At the time of research, visas for US citi-
zens were not available at the Luohu border
crossing.

History

Shénzhén was no more than a backwater until
it won the equivalent of the National Lottery
and became a SEZ in 1980. Developers added
a stock market, hotels and towering office
blocks and the world as Shénzheén knew it
came to an abrupt end.

Nowadays Shénzhen is a big shopping mall
for Hong Kong residents, much to the chagrin
of the Special Administrative Region’s retail-
ers. It’s also a good place for cheap (legitimate
and otherwise) massage and yum cha.

Orientation

The name Shénzhén refers to three areas:
Shenzhen City (Shénzhén Shi), opposite
the border crossing at Louhu; the Shenzhen
SEZ; and Shenzhen County (Shénzhén Xian),
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which extends several kilometres north of
the SEZ.

Information
SZ Party (www.shenzhenparty.com) For current events
in Shénzhén.

MONEY

Bank of China (Zhdnggué Yinhang; 23 Jianshe Lu;

£ 8.30am-5pm Mon-Fri, 9am-4pm Sat & Sun)

HSBC (Huiféng Zhonggud; Renmin Nanlu; £ 9am-5pm
Mon-Fri) In the Century Plaza Hotel but on the east side.

POST
Post Office (y6uju; 3002 Jianshe Lu; £ 9am-8pm)

PUBLIC SECURITY BUREAU
PSB (Gonganji; (@ 2446 3999; 4018 Jiefang Lu)

TOURIST INFORMATION &

TRAVEL AGENCIES

China Travel Service Shenzhen (CTS; Zhonggué

Liixingshe; @) 2519 2595; 3023 Renmin Nanlu;

¥4 9am-6pm)

Tourist Information Centre (Shénzhén Shi Youke
Wenxunchl; @ 8236 5043; ground fl, West Exit Hall,
Luohu Train Station; ¥ 8am-6pm)

Sights
Shénzhén is known more for business than
culture but there are a few interesting places
to visit.

The Shenzhen Museum (Shénzhén Bowuguan; ) 8210
2993; Tongxin Lu; bus 3 & 12; admission Y10, Fri free; ¥4 9am-
5pm Tue-Sun), in Lychee Park (Lizhi Gongyuan),
contains some 20,000 jade, porcelain and
bronze artefacts and has halls devoted to an-
cient Shenzhen, zoology and underwater life.

The Shenzhen Art Gallery (Shénzhén Méishuguan;
@) 25409307; Aiguo Lu; admission Y5, Frifree; {% 9am-5pm Tue-
Sun), within Donghu Park (Donght Gongyuan)
to the northeast, holds decent exhibits of both
traditional and contemporary Chinese art.

OCT Contemporary Art Terminal (Dangdai Yishu
Zhdngxin; @) 26911976; Enping Lu, Overseas Chinese Town; ad-
mission free; {% 10am-5.30pm Tue-Sun) Out in ‘Overseas
Chinese Town’ (Huaqido Chéng) is this excel-
lent museum with exhibits of international and
local contemporary Chinese artists. Take metro
line 1 to Qidochéng Dong station.

THEME PARKS

West of Shenzhen City and about halfway to
Shékou are three theme parks. Splendid China
(Jinxit Zhonghud; @) 2660 0626; www.chinafcv.com; admis-

GUANGDONG .- Shénzhén 613

sion Y120; £ 9am-9.30pm) is a humdrum assembly
of China’s sights in miniature. Contiguous to
Splendid China and included in the admission
price, China Folk Culture Villages (Zhonggué Minza
Wénhua Cuan) recreates two dozen ethnic min-
ority villages and a number of dwellings. Fa-
mous monuments of the world are scrutinised
at Window of the World (Shijié Zhichuang; (@) 2660 8000;
www.szwwco.com; admission Y120; £ 9am-10.30pm). The
parks can be reached by metro line 1 to ‘Win-
dow of the World’ station (Shijie Zhichuang
Zhan) or by catching bus 101 or minibus 423
from the centre. A taxi will cost about Y50.

Some 12km to the east of Shenzhen City is
a 40,000-tonne decommissioned Soviet air-
craft carrier called Minsk World (] J2L 5% fir 13
5 Mingsike Hangmii Shijie; (@) 2525 1415; Shatoujiao,
Dapeng Bay, Yantian District; admission Y110; % 9.30am-
6pm), complete with choppers and MiG fighter
planes parked on the deck. Take bus 205 from
the train station.

Sleeping

Hotels in Shénzheén commonly slash as much
as 50% off the regular rack rates on weekdays,
though you should ask for a discount at any
time. This is also partially offset by the 10% or
15% tax/service charge levied by many hotels.
All hotels have in-room broadband.

BUDGET & MIDRANGE

Happy Valley International Youth Hostel (Huanle Gu
Qingnidn Liiguan; @ 8557 0315; Overseas Chinese Town,
Nanshan District; e 111 X HE A7 S XK SR 45 P ;0dm Y55,
dY180; (¢J &)) Located in a resort area only
three minutes from Window of the World,
this HI hostel has spotless rooms with internet
access and bike hire. However, the location is
isolated and a fair distance from town. Take
bus 473 from the train station.

Hailian Hotel (Hilian Huiguin; @ 2518 0888; fax
2518 0218; 12 Yingchun Lu; 10145 4125, d Y538-728;
@ @) Centrally located, this friendly hotel
has good-sized rooms, though slightly worn
around the edges.

Unotel (Youyija; (@) 2586 3300; 6th fl, Hailian Hotel; d
Y600; (€8 (H) Located on the sixth floor of the
Hailian Hotel (see above), this small chain
hotel is like a breath of fresh air with its large,
contemporary style rooms, wood floors and
attractive bathrooms.

TOP END
Century Plaza Hotel (Xinda Jitdian; @) 8232 0888; 1
Chunfeng Lu 1; 7% XU 1755 s & d ¥1024-1266, ste from
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Y1900; (¢¢ (&) &) This 401-room hotel offers a
variety of high-standard rooms, though some
are in better condition than others. It’s a good
idea to inspect before committing. There are
discounts up to 50% and a choice of restau-
rants, including Laurel (see below).

Eating

Because of the influx of migrants and the
proximity of Hong Kong, Shénzhén has a wide
selection of restaurants representing various
styles of Chinese and Western cuisines. The
city is justly famous for its fresh seafood.

Laurel (Danquixuan; (=) 8232 3888; 2nd fl, Century Plaza
Hotel, 1 Chungfeng Lu; meals from Y150; % 7am-11pm)
Considered one of the finest Chinese restau-
rants in town; expect to wait in line. Yum cha
is served from opening till 3pm daily.

@) 8223 9000; 1116 Jianshe Lu; meals from Y100; £% 7am-
midnight) This is one of Shénzhén’s best seafood
restaurants and is always full.

Muslim Hotel Restaurant (F2 1 bk v 11 K2 1
Musilin Binguan Da Canguan; &) 8225 9664; ground fl, Muslim
Hotel, 2013 Wenjing Nanlu; dishes Y28-45; %4 10am-11pm) If
you fancy trying Hui (Chinese Muslim) food
(eg various beef and mutton dishes, onion
cakes) head for this hotel done up like a mock
mosque. What’s more, it’s all halal.

Drinking
Most top-end hotels have international-style
bars, including Henry J Bean's Bar & Grill (@) 8233
0888, ext 8270; 2nd fl, Shangri-La Hotel, 1002 Jianshe Lu;
t%35.00pm-2am) at the Shangri-La Hotel, which
has occasional live music. In town there’s
also a bunch of places around Citic City Plaza
(Zhongxin Chéngshi Guangchang), including
Bar Leo (@) 2598 9898; ground fl, shop A4, Citic City Plaza,
1093 Shennan Zhonglu, Futian District; £ 11am-2am). Take
the metro to Kéxué Guén.

Further afield, in the port of Shékou, are
a number of bars, including McCawley’s Irish
Bar & Restaurant ( (@) 2668 4496; shop 118, Sea World;
%3 11.30am-2am), off Taizi Lu, with a great rooftop
beer garden, and Soho Restaurant & Night Club
(13 2669 2148; Taizi Lu, Shékou; £¥3 11am-2am), a popular
dance club with super, up-to-date décor.

You can reach Shékou from the city centre
on bus 204 or 226.

Shopping

For many, Shénzhén is all about shopping.
Truth be told, most of the ‘bargains’ to be had
can be found much cheaper in other mainland
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cities. The first port of call for most is overrated
Luohu Commercial City (Luohi Shangyeé Chéng), which
greets visitors as they emerge from customs
and immigration. Here you’ll find five stories
of shopping insanity, with corridor after cor-
ridor of stalls selling ceramics, curios, knockoff
handbags, clothing, wigs, massages and pirated
DVDs. This area is rife with pickpockets, drugs
and prostitutes so keep your valuables hidden
and stay safe. The quietest days to shop here
are Wednesday and Thursday.

Another shopping area is at Dongmén, a
district full of department stores, stalls and
boutiques. Here’s where you can find shops
selling a nice assortment of clothing, fashion
copies, jewellery, bags, shoes, and even art
and antiques. The main area is centred on
Dongmen Zhonglu, with pedestrian streets
running perpendicular to the main thorough-
fare. By metro, get off at Lao Jie station and
leave from exit ‘A’. You can also take bus 102,
113 or 103.

Mix(C Shopping Mall (Wanxiangchéng; (@) 8266 8266;
1881Bao'an Nanlu) is the largest shopping mall in
Shénzhén and has a large selection of high-
end clothing shops, a cinema, supermarket
with imported items, as well as a collection
of Western restaurants. There’s even an
Olympic-sized skating rink.

An invaluable book to guide you is Shop in
Shenzhen: An Insider’s Guide (HK$95/US$12)
by Ellen McNally, available in bookshops
throughout Hong Kong. You can also check
the information out on the author’s website
at shopinshenzhen.com.

Getting There & Away

AIR

Shénzheén airport (Shénzhen Feijichang; & 2777 6789;
www.szairport.com) is now China’s fourth busiest.
There are flights to most major destinations
around China.

BOAT

There are 13 jet-cat departures daily between
Shékou port (@) 2669 5600) and Hong Kong (day/
night sailing Y108/125, 50 minutes) between
7.45am and 9.30pm. Seven of these go to the
Macau ferry pier in Central, with the bal-
ance heading for the China ferry terminal in
Kowloon. The same number of boats leave
Hong Kong for Shékou from 7.45am to 9pm.
Chikong Passenger Transport runs hourly
ferries (Y238, 9am to 9.20pm, 2% hours) from
Shékou to Hong Kong International Airport.

lonelyplanet.com
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Mrs Ho is a tai tai. Tai tai simply means ‘Mrs’ and, strictly speaking, every married Chinese woman
is a tai tai. But tai tai in southern China - and especially Hong Kong - has a somewhat different
connotation. Tai tais are the well-to-do, leisured wives of successful businessmen. They lunch, take
tea in the lobby of the Peninsula Hotel, gossip with their friends (mostly via mobile phone) and
play mahjong. And they shop, especially in Shénzhén, because tai tais - however wealthy - are

always in search of a bargain.

Mrs Ho took us to Shénzhén the first time we visited. No, that’s not true in the strictest of
senses. In fact, the incomparable HK Magazine had recently run a cover story about a tai tai named
Ho who would board the KCR East Rail for Léuhu in the morning at least once a week, spend
the day shopping, nibbling and being pampered and return at the end of the day thoroughly
relaxed, satiated and clothed - at half the price it would have cost her in Hong Kong.

Mrs Ho ‘took’ us for a tour of the Luohu Commercial City, then for lunch at the Laurel and to
her favourite massage parlour (legitimate of course - after all, Mrs Ho is a married women with
children!) for an hour’s worth of foot rubbing after pounding the pavements of the SEZ all day.
We did stop short of following Mrs Ho into the manicurist’s where, ‘feeling particularly whimsi-
cal’, she had tiny flowers, butterflies and birds painted on each fingernail. That was, we thought,

beyond the call of duty - for a guidebook writer.

Some people are snide about tai tais, dismissing them as lazy, self-indulgent creatures whose
main concern is the quality of the oolong tea and the price of the knockoff Louis Vuitton bag.
But we - and now you - know differently. Tai tais have got something to teach us all.

There are six departures daily to Kowloon’s
China ferry terminal from the Fuyong ferry
terminal (Fiyong keyiinzhan; Shenzhen airport) and three
to the Macau ferry pier in Central between
9am and 8.30pm (2nd/1st class Y171/271,
one hour).

You can also reach Zhihdi (Y70, one hour)
from Shékou every half-hour between 7.30am
and 6.30pm.

Boats run between Haikou and Shékou
(Y138 to Y450, 18 hours) every day except
Saturday, leaving at 4pm.

BUS

Intercity buses leave from Luohu bus station
(Ludhu gichézhan) under the shopping cen-
tre. There are regular services to Chdozhou
(Y160, five hours), Guangzhou (Y60, 1%
hours), Himén (Y35, one hour), Shantou
(Y150, four hours), Xiamén (Y210, eight
hours) and Zhongshan (Y70, 1% hours). For
information on getting to/from Hong Kong,
see p560.

TRAIN

There are frequent local trains (Y70, two
hours) and high-speed trains (Y80, 55 min-
utes) between Gudngzhou and Shénzhen. The
Kowloon-Canton Railway’s East Rail offers
the fastest and most convenient transport to
Shénzheén from Hong Kong (see p561).

Getting Around
TO/FROM THE AIRPORT
Shénzheén’s airport is 36km west of the city.
Airport buses (Y20, 30 to 40 minutes) leave
from the Hualian Hotel (Hualian Dasha; Shennan
Zhonglu), which can be reached on bus 101. A
taxi to the airport will cost Y130 to Y150.
Many of the top-end hotels, including the
New Times Hotel, run shuttles to/from Hong
Kong International Airport (one way/return
Y180/320).

BUS

Shénzhén has an efficient network of buses
and minibuses (Y1 to Y3). From the train
station, buses 12 and 101 head north and then
east, passing Lychee Park. Bus 204 to Shékou
leaves from a station north of the intersection
of Jianshe Lu and Jiabin Lu.

METRO

Shénzhén’s has two metro lines (tickets are
between Y2 and Y5). Line 1, most useful for
visitors, covers the stretch from the Ludhu
border crossing to the Window of the World
theme park (p613).

TAXI

The taxi flagfall is Y12.5 (Y16.10 from 11pm
to 6am). It’s then Y0.60 for every additional
250m travelled. Taxi drivers have a poor
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reputation in Shénzhen — make sure they turn
on the meter. Women should avoid travelling
solo in taxis at night.

SHANTOU 13k

@) 0754 / pop 1.3 million

Shantéu is one of China’s five original SEZs.
It’s a port on the border with Fujian and sel-
dom visited by travellers.

Language

The people who live here are largely Chiu
Chow. They speak a dialect they call Taejiu
(Chaoshan in Mandarin, a combination of
Chaozhou and Shantéu, the two most impor-
tant cities here), which is completely different
from Cantonese. It is the language of many of
the Chinese in Southeast Asia, especially those
who emigrated to Thailand.

History

As early as the 18th century, when today’s
Shant6u was just a fishing village, the East
India Company had a station on an island
outside the harbour. By the mid-19th century
it had grown into an important trading port
known to the outside world as Swatow.

The port was officially opened to foreign
trade in 1860 under the Treaty of Tientsin,
which ended the Second Opium War. By
1870 foreigners were living and trading in the
town itself. A few of the old colonial buildings
remain, but most are extremely dilapidated.

Orientation

Most of Shantéu lies on a peninsula, bounded
to the south by the South China Sea and sepa-
rated from the mainland to the west and north
by a river and canals. Most tourist amenities are
in the southwestern corner of the peninsula.

Information

Bank of China (Zhongguo Yinhéng; 55 Changping Lu;
@ 8.30am-noon & 2.30-5pm Mon-Sat, 8.30am-noon Sun)
China Travel Service (CTS; Zhongguo Lixingshe;

@ 863 6332; 41 Shanzhang Lu; ¥ 8am-9.30pm) Bus
and air tickets are sold at this office next to the Shantou
Overseas Chinese Hotel.

Post Office (y6uju; Waima Lu; £ 8am-6pm)

Sights

If you're heading down memory lane, most
of what remains of Shantéu’s colonial buildings
can be seen in the area bounded by Waima Lu,
Minzu Lu and Shengping Lu.

Book accommodation online at lonelyplanet.com

The centrepiece of Stone Fort Park (Shi Paotdi
Gongyuan; Haibin Lu; admission Y10; £¥47.30am-11pm),
which faces the sea and the breezy embank-
ment running above the shore, is a castle-like
battery with solid walls and loopholes built in
1874. The fort is surrounded by a moat.

Sleeping

Shantou Overseas Chinese Hotel (Shantou Huagido
Dasha; (&) 862 9888; fax 825 2223; 41 Shanzhang Lu; VLI
#4415, www.overseaschinese.com; d Y380-480, ste from
Y580; @ (@) This rambling, 300-room pile
conveniently located south of the city bus
station has a variety of rooms. It offers up to
40% discounts.

Swatow PeninsulaHotel (TtoddoBinguan; &) 8316668;
www.pihotel.com; 36 Jinsha Lu; V365 s &d Y388-
788, ste from Y988; (¢ (B ) The Thai- and Chinese-
owned Swatow Pen offers smart upmarket
rooms and huge discounts. You should be able
to get a single or double for Y200.

Shantou Harbour View Hotel (Shantéu Haijing Jitidian;
o) 854 3838; fax 855 0280; sthvh@pub.shantou.gd.cn; 18
Haibin Zhonglu; V5 44185, s & d Y668-788, ste from
Y1400; ©2)) This waterfront hotel offers wonder-
ful views of the harbour and friendly service.
Rooms are slightly worn around the edges
but deep discounts of 50% make staying here
a good deal.

Eating

Chiu Chow has a distinct cuisine that makes
great use of seafood and accompanying sauces.
A few specialities include: chui jau lou sui ngoh
(Chiu Chow soy goose); tim suen hung xiu
ha/ha kau (deep-fried shrimp/crab balls with
honey sauce); and chui jau yi min (pan-fried
egg noodles served over chives). And no meal
here is complete without thimble-sized cups
of strong and bitter ti kwan yu, a fermented
oolong tea called ‘Tron Buddha’.

Zhonglu Restaurant (Zhonglii Jitjia; @) 862 6207; 41
Shanzhang Lu; meals from Y25; £%4 11.30am-4pm, 5.30-9pm)
This friendly place in the courtyard between
the Overseas Chinese Hotel and city bus sta-
tion specialises in seafood.

Chaozhou Restaurant (Chdozhou Caiguan; (@ 854
6498; 2 Changping Lu; meals from Y35; %4 10.30am-4.30pm,
5.30-10.30pm) This is an excellent place to try
Chiu Chow specialities such as prawn balls
and crab noodles.

There’s a positively frenetic night market
(Fuping Lu) with an entire street of food stalls just
west of Minzu Lu. If your Chinese isn’t up to
it, let your fingers do the talking.

lonelyplanet.com
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The restaurant on the second floor of the
Harbour View Hotel has a very good breakfast
buffet for Y20 per person.

Getting There & Away

AIR

Shantéu airport, 20km northeast of the cen-
tre, has flights to Bangkok and Hong Kong
(Y1230, twice daily). Domestic destinations
include Béijing, Fizhou, Guingzhou (Y610
to Y630), Guilin, Haikéu, Nanjing and
Shanghdi. A taxi will cost about Y40 from the
centre. You can also catch the airport shuttle
(Y10) which runs between major hotels and
the airport.

BUS

Buses arrive/depart from the long-distance
bus station (Shantéu shéng gichézhan; Huoche Lu) and
the more central city station behind CTS
and the Overseas Chinese Hotel. Destina-
tions include Fuzhou (Y140, seven hours),
Guangzhou (Y130 to Y150, six hours), Hong
Kong (Y180, five hours), Shénzhen (Y100,
four hours) and Xiamén (Y90, four hours).
Buses to Hong Kong (Y210) leave from the

Shantou International Hotel. Minibuses to
Chéozhou (Y11, one hour) leave from a small
office just south of the city station.

TRAIN

There are daily trains between Shantéu and
Guangzhou (Y138, seven hours) and trains to
Chdaozhou (Y20, 35 minutes). The station is
5km to the east of the centre.

Getting Around

Bus 2 links the centre with the train station
via Jinsha Lu. Pedicabs and motorbikes are
plentiful; flagfall is Y5.

CHAOZHOU 1] 1|

30768 / pop 1.24 million

A much prettier city than Shantéu, Chaozhou
is an ancient commercial and trading city
dating back some 1700 years. It is situated on
the Han River (Han Jiang) and surrounded on
three sides by the Jin Shan (Golden Hills) and
Hulu Shan (Calabash Hills). While travelling
between the two cities you'll pass a number
of fortified Hakka villages chock-a-block with
traditional houses and ancient temples.
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Sights

The most worthwhile area to explore is in the
northern section of town, around Zhongshan
Lu and Changli Lu. Here you’ll find among
the tightly winding lanes an eclectic mixture
of neatly kept colonial and traditional Chinese
architecture, with some buildings bearing
stonework that dates back to the Ming dy-
nasty. The former Confucian Academy (Haiyangxian
Rixuégdng; Changli Lu; admission Y4; ©¥4 8am-5pm), now a
museum with an interesting collection of old
photos, is a good place to orientate yourself
before you set out on your walk.

Chéozhou’s most famous attraction is Kai-
yuan Temple (Kaiyuan Si; admission Y5; %3 6am-5pm),
built in AD 738 during the Tang dynasty to
house Buddhist scriptures sent by Emperor
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Qianlong. Recently renovated, the halls and
pavilions contain some lovely figurative carv-
ings and gardens. The first hall houses three
Buddhas flanked by 18 gilded arhats. Kaiyuan
is an active temple and most of it is off-limits
to outsiders.

Chéozhou’s old city wall (gt chéng), the ram-
parts of which offer great views of the city, runs
along the river for almost 2.5km and is inter-
rupted by four ornate fortifications, including
Guangji Gate Tower (Gliangjimén Lou), which at
the time of research was under renovation.
From the wall look southeast to beyond the
island and its modern Phoenix Pavilion (Féng-
hudng T4i), to the much older Phoenix Pagoda
(Fénghuang Ta), a seven-story tower built in
1585. On the east bank of the Han and beyond
Guangji Bridge (Guangji Qido), first erected in
the Song dynasty, is Hanwen Temple (Hinwén
Gongsi; admission Y5), which commemorates the
Tang dynasty poet and philosopher Han Yu,
who was banished to ‘far-flung’ Guangdong
for his outspoken views against Buddhism.

West Lake Park (Xihi Gongyudn; admission Y5;
5.30am-11.30pm), which extends up the hill
beyond the eponymous lake, is a pleasant
place to stroll, particularly in the early morn-
ing or evening.

Sleeping

Chaozhou can be explored in a couple of
hours and is best visited as a day trip from
Shantéu. However, there are some adequate
hotels around the bus station if you want to
stay overnight.

Yunhe Hotel (Ydnhé Dajitdian; & 213 6128; 26 Xihe
Lu; PHIR[ K 265; d Y110-180, tr Y150-220; &3)) This
hotel offers non-fancy, run-of-the-mill rooms
but remains a good budget option. The res-
taurant on the second floor serves excellent
Chaozhou-style food, with lobster as the
house speciality.

Chaozhou Hotel (Chdozhou Binguan; (@ 233 3333;
fax 238 2888; www.chaozhouhotel.com; cnr Chaofeng Lu &
Yonghu Lu; I X i 5 747 1% A8 F; s/d Y488/538;
@Y &) This large complex has a variety of
elegantly decorated rooms to choose from,
all recently renovated. Rooms are commonly
discounted as much as 50% and contain in-
room broadband.

Eating

Chaozhou-style cuisine has a well-deserved
reputation overseas and is now finally being
appreciated in China. Chaozhou has a collec-
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tion of restaurants where you can try some
local dishes. One of the best places in town is
Ciyuan Jitijia (@ 225 3990; Huancheng Beilu; mains Y30-
40; £%111.30am-9.30pm) close to West Lake Park.
Some superb dishes to try are the steamed
crab and fish balls in soup. For snacks, make
sure to head to the hole-in-the-wall Hi Réng
Quan (Taiping Lu; ¥ 8am-late), a short walk north
from Kaiyuan temple. Moon cakes and spring
rolls are the top items here; those with a sweet
tooth should try the gooey lotus paste buns.
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Getting There & Away

Buses link Chdozhou’s west bus station with
Shantéu (Y11, one hour). Buses also depart
from here for Guidngzhou (Y160, 5% hours),
Shénzhén (Y160, 4% hours) and Xiamén (Y80
to Y100, 3% hours).

Chéozhou’s train station is 8km west of
the centre; there are three trains a day to
Guangzhou (Y138, seven hours), leaving at
8.55am, 1.40pm and 2.04pm. A taxi to the
station will cost Y15.
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