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In today’s China of dolled-up attractions and hyped-up travel fads, the decidedly northern
province of Shandong - its name means ‘East of the Mountains’ — manages to maintain an
alluring authenticity, despite being one of the nation’s most visited regions.

YELLOW SEA

Shandong’s glittering CV makes for an impressive roll call. Native son Confucius, phi-
losopher/social theorist extraordinaire, lived here as did that iconic champion of Confucian
thought, Mencius. Wang Xizhi, China’s most famous calligrapher, and Zhuge Liang, the
supreme military strategist of the Three Kingdoms period, hail from these parts, and film
icon Gong Li, who set new benchmarks for Chinese beauty, grew up in Ji'nan.
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The Yellow River (Hudng Hé), the massive and muddy waterway that enjoys an almost
mythical status among Chinese, reaches the sea in Shandong after its serpentine journey
from the Tibet-Qinghai plateau. Tai Shan, the holiest of China’s five sacred peaks, is by far
China’s most climbed mountain. Qingddo is a breath of fresh air on the Shandong penin-
sula, with its remarkable German heritage intact and a slot secured for the sailing events
of the 2008 Olympics. Its eastern seaboard location also guarantees that Shandong is one
of China’s wealthiest provinces.
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Yet neither fame nor fortune has gone to its head. Shandong folk are celebrated China-
wide for their honesty and forthrightness. No-nonsense Shandong food is to the point:
wholesome, salty and devoid of fancy trimmings. The peculiarities of the local Putonghua
are not enough to confound most speakers of Mandarin, and for those anxious to eke out
the province’s bucolic side, the earthy textures of the ancient village of Zhajiayu are ideal.
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Tackle high-altitude Tai Shan (p214),
China’s most famous Taoist peak
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Sink a glass or two of Tsingtao beer in
seaside Qingdao (p224)

Meander round the Ming dynasty village
of Zhajiayu (p210), outside Ji'nan
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Weave your way around Yantai Hill Park
(p232) in Yantai for flavours of yesteryear
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History

From the earliest record of civilisation in the
province (furnished by the black pottery re-
mains of the Longshan culture), Shandong has
had a tumultuous history. It was victim to the
capricious temperament of the oft-flooding
Yellow River, which caused mass death, star-
vation and a shattered economy. In 1899 the
Yellow River (also aptly named ‘China’s Sor-
row’) flooded the entire Shandong plain; a sad
irony in view of the two scorching droughts
that had swept the area that same year and the
year before. The flood followed a long period
of economic depression, a sudden influx of
demobilised troops in 1895 after China’s hu-
miliating defeat by Japan in Korea, and droves
of refugees from the south moving north to
escape famines, floods and drought.

To top it all off, the Europeans arrived;
Qingddo fell into the clutches of the Germans,
and the British obtained a lease for Wéihdi.
Their activities included the building of rail-
roads and some feverish missionary work
(for a historic Jesuit map of the province
from 1655, go to www.library.csuhayward
.edu/atlas/xantung.htm), which the Chinese
believed angered the gods and spirits. All of
this created the perfect breeding ground for
rebellion, and in the closing years of the 19th
century the Boxers arose out of Shandong,
armed with magical spells and broadswords.

Today Ji'nén, the provincial capital, plays
second fiddle to Qingdédo’s tune, a refrain
picked up on by the other prospering coastal
cities of Yantai and Weéihai. Shengli Oilfield,
inland, is China’s second-largest producer
of oil.

(limate

Summers (May to August) are hot and winters
(November to March) are cold, with an aver-
age annual temperature of 11°C to 14°C. The
coastal cities of Qingddo, Yantai and Wéihai
are cooler in summer and warmer in winter
than the towns and cities of the interior.

Getting There & Away

Airports exist at Ji'ndn, Qingddo, Yantdi and
Weéihdi, with international flights to cities in
Japan and South Korea from Qingdéo and
flights to South Korea from Yantai. Ferries
run from both Yantai and Weihai to Dalidn
and Incheon in South Korea. There are also
boats to Dalidn and South Korea from both
Yantdi and Weéihdi. Shandong is also linked
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to neighbouring and more distant provinces
by both bus and rail.

Getting Around

The provincial rail hub is Ji'ndn, with rail
connections to all major towns and cities in
Shandong. Bus connections cover the en-
tire province (see the Getting There & Away
sections under each destination for detailed
information).
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The prosperous provincial capital Ji'ndn is a
modern Chinese city that largely serves trav-
ellers as a transit point to other destinations
around Shandong.

Downplayed in Jndn’s tourist pitch are
the Chinese celebrities who have come from
Ji’nan. Film idol Gong Li grew up here. Bian
Que, founder of traditional Chinese medicine,
Zou Yan, founder of the Yin and Yang five
element school, as well as Zhou Yongnian,
founder of Chinese public libraries, all herald
from these parts. A number of nationally and
internationally recognised writers also hail
from Ji’'ndn.

Its German heritage is not as unmistakable
as Qingddo’s, but the area south of the train
station is well worth a wander for the pleasant
ordering of its streets, lined here and there
with European-style architecture. The rest of
the city is being resculpted by road-widening
schemes and construction, although deter-
mined efforts have also been made to prettify
the city with plants and grass. Appealingly
decked out with flowers and ornamental trees,
the commercial street of Quancheng Lu exudes
a vibrancy and energy that keeps shoppers on
the go, restored by shots of bubble tea from
regularly spaced kiosks.

History

The area has been inhabited for at least 4000
years, and some of the earliest reminders
of this are the eggshell-thin pieces of black
pottery unearthed in Longshan, 30km east
of Ji'ndn. These provide the first link in an
unbroken chain of tradition and artistic en-
deavour that culminated in the beautifully
crafted ceramics of later dynasties.

Modern development in Ji'ndn stems
from 1899, when construction of the Ji'ndn-
Qingddo railway line began. When completed
in 1904, the line gave the city a major commu-
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nications role. The Germans had a concession
near the train station after Ji'ndn was opened
to foreign trade in 1906, and crumbling resi-
dences from the era survive. The fine, huge
German building on Jing Yilu across the way
from the Shandong Hotel is the Ji'ndn railway
department; it's made of the same stone, and
in the same style, as much of the architecture
in Qingddo.

Orientation

Ji’ndn is a sprawling city, making navigation
arduous for first timers. The main train sta-
tion is in the west of town, south of which
lies a grid of roads where some history and
charm survive. The east-west roads in this
grid are called Jing Yilu (Longitude One
Rd), Jing Erlu (Longitude Two Rd) and so
on, while the north-south roads are named
Weiyi Lu (Latitude One Rd), Wei Erlu (Lati-
tude Two Rd) and so forth. The major land-
mark in the east of town is Daming Lake
(Daming Hu), south of which can be found
the major shopping zone of Quancheng Lu
and Quancheng Sq.

Information

Bank of China (Zhongguo Yinhang; 22 Luoyuan Dajie;
£% 9am-5pm Mon-Fri) Foreign exchange and ATMs that
take international cards.

Fast Lane Internet Café (Kuaichédao Wangba; 24
Xiaowei Liulu; per hr Y2; &%) 7am-midnight)

Internet Café (Wangba; per hr Y2.50; (¥ 24hr) Beneath
Tianlong Hotel opposite train station.

Post office (youjd; 162 Jing Erlu, cnr Wei Erlu; (¥ 8am-
6.30pm) A red-brick building with pillars, capped with a
turret.

Public Security Bureau (PSB; Gonganju; @ 8691
5454, visa enquiries ext 2459; 145 Jing Sanlu, cnr Wei
Wulu; £+ 8am-noon & 2-5.45pm Mon-Fri)

Shandong Travel Service (Shandong Liixingshe;

T 8260 0660/9; fax 8260 0226; 86 Jing Shilu;

£%4 8.30am-5.30pm) South on Lishan Lu.

Shengli Hospital (Shéngli Yiyuan; @ 8793 8911; 324
Jing Wulu)

Shengwang Internet Café (Shengwang Wangba; 301
Jing Erlu; per hr Y1; £ 24hr)

Xinhua Bookstore (Xinhua Shudian; Luoyuan Dajie;
£%4 9am-9pm) Opposite the Sofitel Silver Plaza Hotel.

Sights

The city’s much-vaunted springs are over-
promoted in the tourist blurb, being of lim-
ited interest, although strolling around their
adjacent parks can be a pleasant escape from
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Ji'nan’s foot-numbing distances. Tucked away
down some steps just west of Five Dragon Pool
Park (admission Y5) survives a small Guandi Temple
(Guandi Miao; admission free) where the red-faced
God of War (p410) strokes his beard and
glares out over a row of candles in the main
shrine. The magnificent Hong Lou Church (7t 1%
U Honglou Jiaotang), northeast of the centre,
is a well-preserved relic from the days of the
German concession.

MOSQUE 1 ¥{ -

Fronted by a spirit wall and an impressive gate
tower and laid out with pines, greenery and
several stelae commemorating its periodic
restoration, this lovely Chinese-style mosque
(Qingzhén Si; 47 Yongchang Jie; admission free) dates from
the late 13th century. The long rooftops of
the mosque are clearly visible running along
Luoyuan Dajie. Walk in and look around, be
quiet and respectful at all times, and dress
modestly (no shorts or skirts); the 50m-long
prayer hall is inaccessible to non-Muslims.
The entrance is to the right of the main gate.
The mosque is located on the left-hand side
of Yongchang Jie, a street leading into the Hui
(Muslim Chinese) quadrant of Ji'nan, where
you can find stalls and restaurants cooking up
Muslim food (see p208).

THOUSAND BUDDHA MOUNTAIN & JINAN
MUSEUM T 1l 3 B 14 1

Adding some Buddhist mystery to Ji'nan are
the statues in this park (Qianfé Shan; 18 Jingshi Yilu;
admission Y15; £ 6am-7pm) to the southeast of the
city centre. A cable car (one way Y15, return
Y25) runs up the mountain. Buses 2 and K51
go to the park from the train station. Jinan Mu-
seum (J'nan Bowlguan; admission Y3; {%9 8.30am-4.30pm
Tue-Sun) is a short walk west of the Thousand
Buddha Mountain entrance on Jingshi Yilu,
with galleries devoted to painting, calligraphy
and ceramics, sadly headless statues of Bud-
dhist figures from the Tang dynasty and a de-
lightful miniature boat carved from a walnut
shell. There are no English captions.

Sleeping

Shandong Hotel (Shandang Binguan; &) 8605 5286/7881;
92 Jing Yilu; £8— 925, s Y130, d Y160-180, tr Y240;
(%) On the corner of Jing Yilu and Wei Sanlu,
this old-timer is well-used to dealing with
budget travellers, and the acceptable although
slightly ravaged rooms with large shower
rooms still make it one of the cheapest and
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most convenient in town. Modest discounts
are available.

Jinan Railway Hotel (Ji'nén Tiédao Dajitidian; =) 8601
2118; fax 8601 2188; s/d/tr/ste Y300/368/468/800; ©2)) Next
to the main train station, this three-star hotel
has polite staff, a heavily inlaid revolving door
and an impressive lobby hung with a huge and
glistening chandelier. Rooms are a bit more
faded and bathrooms may need an overhaul,
but discounts can chop 50% off room prices
(you may get a single for Y140) and there’s a
useful 24-hour restaurant next door.

Jinan (Tsinan) Hotel (Ji'nan Fandian; &) 8793 8981; fax
8793 2906; 240 Jing Sanlu; 25 — %240 %; d Bldg No 1/2/3
80/160/220, Mao Zedong Presidential ste Y1880; ©%) The
setting here, within a small wooded garden, is
a blessing for those suffering from a concrete
overdose, although rooms at this two-star
hotel were undergoing refurbishment at the
time of writing. Reception is in Building No
4, and there is a north and south gate.

Sofitel Silver Plaza Jinan (Suféité Yinzuo Dafandian;
) 8606 8888; www.accorhotels.com/asia; 66 Luoyuan Dajie;
VRV A6 55 d Y1245; (€3)) A colossal five-star
tower in the heart of the commercial dis-
trict, the Sofitel’s standard rooms - spacious

with light-wood furniture and quite ornate
bathrooms - are perhaps in need of refur-
bishment, but the rest of the hotel retains an
overall crispness. Facilities include a small
deli (selling fresh bread), a swimming pool,
and European, Japanese and Chinese res-
taurants. The hotel has an ATM that takes
international cards. Ask for discounts or pro-
motional rates.

Crowne Plaza Jinan (J'nén Guihé Huangguan Jiari
Jitidian; @) 8602 9999; www.crowneplaza.com; 3 Tianditan
Jie; RHIZ113"5; d 1250; (@2)) The very elegant
Crowne Plaza runs from a stylish lobby with
Art Deco touches (including illuminated pil-
lars) to excellent rooms. Facilities include a
deli off the lobby selling cakes and bread, an
elegant indoor swimming pool, a bowling
alley, a basement car park and fine inter-
national restaurants.

Eating

The area around the main train station is good
for cheap eats. The alley off Jing Wulu, be-
tween Wei Erlu and Wei Sanlu, is a good place
to go. Marked by a pdilou (decorative arch),
Furong Jie north of Quancheng Lu welcomes
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cuisine to zhou (iff; porridge), lamb kebabs,
noodles, tiébdn (¥H; hot plate), squid on a
stick and oodles of other snacks.

If you are looking for grilled meats (&}%;
shaokdo), lamb kebabs and vendors of wuxiang
peanuts (1.7 {642 K; wiixiang hudashéngmi),
then go no further than Yinhuchi Jie (YKt
#) in the Muslim Hui minority district (|7 [
/INX; Huimin Xidoqu) that heads north from
Luoyuan Dajie east of the mosque (p207). Lit
up in a blaze of neon at night, here you can
take your choice from any of the roadside
restaurants and kebab vendors filling the air
with the aromas of roast lamb.

Yuedi Jitilou ( @ 8708 8567; 588 Jing Qilu; meals Y30)
Trendily fitted out with stylish furniture and
dishes (prepared but uncooked) helpfully ar-
ranged on chilled shelves, this popular res-
taurant has been serving up Cantonese fare
to loyal Ji'nan patrons for years. Peruse the
enormous selection or take a look at the huge
choice of seafood in fish tanks.

Quanjude Roast Duck Restaurant (Quanjudé
Kaoyadian; @ 8642 8888; 61 Heihuguan Beilu; half/whole
duck Y28/56) This is a large and spacious branch
of the famous Béijing roast duck restaurant
(p149). There are Shandong, Béijing and
Sichuan dishes, including jidgchdng shao doufu
(family-style cooked tofu, Y12) and tiébdn
ydngtui (lamb leg hot plate, Y30), but most
people come for the duck. The zhd mégu
(fried mushrooms, Y15) are tasty, but a bit
dry. Wash it all down with a bottle of Maotai
(Y580), Wuliangye (Y580) or a small bottle
of Erguotou (Y6). You can get here on bus
83 from the main train station.

AIR

Ji'nén is connected to most major cities, with
daily flights to Béijing (Y640, one hour),
Dalidn (Y910, one hour), Guangzhou (Y1550,
2% hours), Haérbin (Y1130, 1% hours),
Kanming (Y1710, two hours), Shanghdi
(Y760, one hour), Xi’an (Y870) and Yantai
(Y210, 45 minutes).

The Jinan International Airport Ticket Office
(@ 8611 4750) is at 66 Luoyuan Dajie. A China
Eastern Airlines (3 693 4715/6, 24hr ticketing 693 4715/6;
165-2 Chezhan Jie) office is located just south of the
main train station; an air ticket office (hangkong
shoupiao; @) 8834 2525, 24hr ticketing 8834 2525) is also
located directly opposite the train station.

BUS

J'nén has at least three bus stations. The two
most useful for travellers are the long-distance
bus station (chdngtii giché zhan) in the north
of town and the bus station opposite the main
train station.

The bus station (@ 8691 0789) opposite the
main train station is efficient, with regular
minibuses to Tai’an (Y15, 1% hours, every 30
minutes) and Qafi (Y30, 2% hours, every 30
minutes) until 7.30pm. Other destinations in-
clude Béijing (Y106, nine hours, eight daily),
Shanghdi (Y216, 20 hours, 4.30pm and 7pm)
and Tianjin (Y85, five daily), and regular
departures head to Yantdi (Y110, five hours,
every hour) and Qingddo (Y95, 4% hours,
every hour) until 6.30pm.

The long-distance bus station (J'nan Changtd Qiché
Zongzhan; @ 86910789) on Jiluo Lu has frequent
buses to plentiful destinations including
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Béijing (Y106, 6% hours, every 50 minutes),
Qingddo (Y50, 3% hours, every 30 minutes),
Yantai (Y110, 4% hours, every hour) and
Weihai (Y139, six hours, every hour).

TRAIN

There are two train stations in Ji’'nan: most
trains use the main train station (Ji'ndn hudche
zhan), but a handful arrive and depart from
the east train station (hudché dongzhan).

Ji'nan is a major link in the east-China
rail system. From here there are direct trains
to Béijing (hard seat Y90, four to seven
hours), Shanghdi (Y136, nine to 14 hours)
and Qingdao (Y49, four hours). A night train
runs to Zhéngzhou (Y83, nine hours) and to
X7'an (Y149, 17 hours).

Tickets are available from the train sta-
tion and (for a service fee) from the Shan-
dong China Railway International Travel Service
(Shandong Zhongtié Guoll; ) 8242 8315; 16 Chezhan Jie;
V4 8am-5.30pm), near the train station, or at
your hotel.

Getting Around

TO/FROM THE AIRPORT

J'ndn’s Yaoqiang airport (3 8208 6666) is 40km
from the city and can be reached in around
40 minutes. Buses (Y20) run to the airport
from the Yuquan Simpson Hotel (Yuquan
Sénxin Dajitidian) on Luoyuan Dajie every
hour between 6am and 6pm. A taxi will cost
around Y100.

BUS & TAXI

Bus 33 connects the long-distance bus station
with the main train station. Bus K51 runs
from the main train station through the city
centre and then south past Baotu Spring Park
and on to Thousand Buddha Mountain. Taxis
start at Y7 for the first 3km, then Y1.2 per
kilometre thereafter.

AROUND JI'NAN

Zhajiaya 7R 5 U}

T 0531

With its coffee-coloured soil and unspoiled
bucolic panoramas, the charming stone vil-
lage (admission Y15) of Zhajiayu, 45km east of
Ji’'ndn, provides a fascinating foray into one
of Shandong’s oldest intact hamlets. Local
claims that a settlement has been here since
Shang times (1700-1100 BC) may be a case
of ‘blowing the cow’ (chuiniti) - the Chi-
nese for ‘bragging’ — but even though most
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of Zhajiayl’'s buildings date from the more
recent Ming and Qing dynasties, walking its
narrow streets is a journey way back in time.

Shielded by hills on three sides, Zhajiayt
can be fully explored in a morning or after-
noon. Pay at the main gate in the restored wall
enclosing the northern flank of the village that
divides the old part of Zhajiayu from its unin-
teresting modern section, and walk along the
Ming dynasty double track old road (XL /111
shuanggui glidao), which leads to the Wenchang
Pavilion (3£ [#l; Wénchang Gé), an arched
gate topped by a single-roofed hall dating from
the Qing dynasty. On your left is the Shanyin
Primary School (1LI[J]/)>%#; Shanyin Xidoxué), a
delightful series of courtyards and halls, several
of which now contain exhibitions detailing
local agricultural tools and techniques. Unex-
pectedly, a huge portrait of Chairman Mao rears
up ahead, painted on a screen and dating from
1966. The colours are slightly faded, but the
image is surprisingly vivid.

The rest of the village largely consists of an-
cestral temples, including the Zhu Family Ancestral
Hall (2K & 5% 47l; Zhishi Jiaci), packed mudbrick
homesteads (many of which are deserted and
collapsing), small shrines and a delightful crop
of arched stone bridges (shigicdo). Note the oc-
casional carved wood lintels over doorways
and hunt down the Lijiao Bridge (3722 1f; Lijiao
Qido), a brace of ancient arched bridges dating
from 1671. Zhujiayu becomes almost Mediter-
ranean in feel when you reach the end of the
village and dry-stone walls rise in layers up
the hills. Climb past a statue of Guanyin to
the Kuixing Pavilion (it} 1; Kuixing Lou ; Y2)
crowning the hill above the village for lovely
views of the surrounding countryside.

If you want to spend the night in the peace
and tranquillity of the village, check into the
Gucun Inn (754375 % Giican Jitjia; @) 8380 8135;
d with shower Y60), a lovely old building with a
courtyard and a spirit wall decorated with a
peacock, 80m from the Lijiao Bridge. For eats,
there are a few restaurants in the old village
and occasional streetside chefs fry up live
scorpions for peckish visitors.

GETTING THERE & AWAY

To reach Zhgjiayt from J'ndn, take a bus (Y12,
1% hours, every 15 minutes, 6am to 7.30pm)
to Mingshui (#37K; also called Zhanggqia,
) from the south station of the long-distance
bus station (Ji'nan Changtd Qiché Zongzhan) on Jiluo
Lu. From Mingshui long-distance bus station
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take a bus (Y3, 35 minutes, every hour, 7am to
6pm) to Zhajiayu; if there are not enough trav-
ellers going to Zhajiayt, you may be dropped
off at the bottom of the road, where it’s a
further 2km to the village. Heading back to
Mingshui, buses leave from Zhajiayt on the
hour (Y3, 35 minutes). Regular minibuses
(Y12, 1% hours, every 15 minutes from 5am
to 6pm) return to Jinan from the Mingshui
long-distance bus station.

Simen Pagoda 'l |'] 1%

Near the village of Litibu (113#), 33km south-
east of J'ndn, are some of the oldest Buddhist
structures in Shandong. Shentong Monastery
holds Simen Pagoda (Simén Ta; Four Gate Pagoda; ad-
mission Y20; £ 8am-6pm), which dates back to
the 6th century and is possibly the oldest
stone pagoda in China. The surrounding hills
are old burial grounds for the monks of the
monastery.

Standing close to the Shentong Monastery
and surrounded by stupas, Longhu Pagoda (J%. %
7%; Lénghti T4; Pagoda of the Dragon and the
Tiger) dates to the Tang dynasty. Higher up is
Thousand Buddha Cliff (‘T8 2; Qianfé Y4),
with carved grottoes containing Buddhas.

To reach Simen Pagoda from Ji'ndn, take
bus 67 (Y3, 1% hours) to the Simén T4 stop.
The Shandong Travel Service (p207) can ar-
range tours.

TAVAN 75 %

0538 / pop 787,375

Gateway town to the mountain of Tai Shan
looming above, Tai’an is much wealthier and
more with-it than retiring Qafu to the south.
Tai’an has several sights of interest and as you
will need the better part of a day for the moun-
tain, spending the night here is advised.

Orientation

The most appealing part of town lies in the
vicinity of the Dai Temple, Hongmen Lu,
and the east-west running Dongyue Dajie
and Shengping Jie. This area also contains a
range of hotels, internet cafés and restaurants.
The train and long-distance bus stations are in
the less attractive west part of town. Maps are
widely available from street vendors.

Information

Bank of China (Zhonggué Yinhang; 48 Dongyue Dajie;
£%4 8.30am-5pm) Has a 24-hour ATM accepting Visa,
MasterCard, Cirrus, JCB and Amex.
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hr Y1.50-2; £ 8am-midnight)

Central Hospital (Zhdngxin Yiyuan; &) 822 4161; 29
Longtan Lu)

China International Travel Service (CITS; Zhonggué
Gudji Ltixingshe; () 820 7797; www.taishan-cits.com;
ground fl, Puzhao Hotel, off Puzhaosi Lu)

Kunyu Internet Café (Kanyi Wangba; 18 Hongmen Lu;
per hr Y1.50; %4 24hr)

Post Office (youjd; 9 Dongyue Dajie; ¥} 8am-7pm sum-
mer, to 6pm winter)

Public Security Bureau (PSB; Gonganju; = 827 5264;
cnr Dongyue Dajie & Qingnian Lu; ¥ 8.30am-noon &
1-5pm Mon-Fri) The visa office is in the eastern side of this
huge, modern building.

Shuyu Pingmin Pharmacy (Shuyu Pingmin Dayaoféng;
Dongyue Dajie) It has 24-hour service.

Tai'an Tourism Information Centre (Tai'anshi Liiyou
Zix(n Zhdngxin; £ 24hr) In front of the train station.
Wanjing Internet Café (Wanjing Wangba; 180 Daizong
Dajie; per hr Y1.50; % 7am-midnight)

Xinhua Bookshop (Xinhua Shidian; 80-82 Qingnian Lu;
el 8.30am-7.30pm summer, to 6pm winter)

Sights

DAI TEMPLE {ili

With its eternal-looking trees and command-
ing location at the hub of Tai’an, this magnifi-
cent temple complex (Dai Miao; (@ 822 3491; Daibeng
Lu; admission Y20; ¥4 7.40am-6.50pm, last tickets 6.30pm)
was a traditional pilgrimage stop on the route
to the mountain and the site of sacrifices to
the god of Tai Shan. It also forms a delightful
portrait of Chinese temple architecture, with
birds squawking among the hoary cypresses
and ancient stelae looking silently on. Most
visitors enter by the north gate at the south
end of Hongmen Lu, although entering the
complex via the southern gate allows you to
follow the traditional passage through the
temple.

Just within the north gate two attractive
gardens are arranged with potted ornamental
trees on either side. The main hall is the colos-
sal twin yellow-eaved, nine-bay wide Hall of
Heavenly Blessing (<UL J; Tiankuang Dian),
which dates to AD 1009. The dark interior is
decorated with a marvellous, flaking, 62m-
long Song dynasty fresco depicting Emperor
Zhenzong as the god of Tai Shan. Among the
cast of characters are elephants, camels and
lions, but the gloomy interior makes it hard
to discern much. Also in the hall is a statue of
the God of Tai Shan, seated in front of a tablet
that reads ‘Dongyué Taishan zhi Shén’ (‘God
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of the Eastern Peak Tai Shan’). Photography
is not allowed inside.

South of the hall are several stelae sup-
ported on the backs of fossilized-looking bixi
(mythical tortoiselike dragons). Look out for
the scripture pillar, its etched words long
lost to the Shandong winds and inquisitive
hands.

In the Han Bai courtyard stand cypresses
supposedly planted by the Han emperor
Wudi. Near the entrance to the courtyard is
a vast bixi with five-inch fangs.

Try to come in spring, when the trees are
in bloom. To the south of the south gate
(IEPBATT; Zhéngyang Mén) is the splendid
Daimiao Fang, an ornamental arch (pdifang)
decorated with four pairs of heavily weathered
lions, and dragon and phoenix motifs. Also
south of the temple, the Yaocan Pavilion (i 2
%, Yéocan Ting; admission Y1) contains a hall dedi-
cated to effigies of the Old Mother of Taishan
(Taishan Laomu), Bixia and a deity (Songzi
Niangniang) entreated by women who want
children. Further south still, a final memorial
arch stands flanked by two iron lions along-
side busy Dongyue Dajie.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH #:7% #3

This German-built, possibly early-20th-century
church (2 Dengyun Jie) lies tucked away in the heart
of Tai’an. Largely hidden behind a wall just
west off Qingnian Lu (on a small side street
called Dengyun Jie, literally ‘Climb the Clouds
Street’; & < #7), this sweet little House of the
Lord has Gothic arches, stone walls, a small
belfry and regular services. The white building
at the front is possibly the old church house.
Other German relics include the towering
old train station building - a solid stone-
built structure immediately east of Taishan
train station - emblazoned with the characters
‘Tai’an Zhan’ (Taian Station).

Sleeping

Jixiang Hotel (Jixiang Liiquan; @) 677 9943; Daimiao Beijie;
A5 A6 45 s & d Y40) In the block on the corner
of Daimiao Beijie and Hongmen Lu opposite
the north gate of Dai Temple, this simple
budget hotel is tucked away in the corner
of the ground floor courtyard. All 20 basic
rooms come with fan (no air-con) and TV,
with common loo and shower. No English
sign and limited English spoken.

lonelyplanet.com
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Taishan Grand Hotel (Taishan Dajiidian; @) 8227211;
fax 822 6162; 210 Daizong Dajie; 115552 K 4E1210°%; d Y280-
460, ste Y680; (¢2 ) One of Tai’an’s old hotels, this
hotel has a good location with views of Tai
Shan or the Dai Temple and the rooms - worn
but comfy enough - enjoy good discounts.

Yuzuo Hotel (Yuzud Binguan; @) 826 9999; fax 8223179,
3 Daimiao Beijie; 115 /i1 1L 45735 d ¥280-480, tr Y360, ste
Y460-680; (¢2)) Pleasantly positioned next to the
Dai Temple and attractively trimmed with
lights at night, this peaceful hotel is manned
by polite staff and ranges among low-rise,
two-storey blocks. Pricier ‘A’ double rooms
are smarter than the older-looking ‘B’ rooms.
There’s a small pharmacy, supermarket, res-
taurant (cooking up Taoist dishes) and slow-
moving dance hall.

Roman Holiday (Luéma Jiari Shangwu Jitidian; cnr
Hongmen Lu & Daizong Dajie; 1T £1. | ¢, 1 0% KAk,
s & d Y298) Crisp and neat rooms come with
see-through showers, glass sinks and all mod-
cons in this modern, packaged business-esque
four-storey hotel with an odd name. It’s for-
mulaic and there’s no character, but it’s a
notch above much of the local competition
in the midrange market.

Taishan Hotel (Taishan Binguan; (@) 822 5678; fax 822
1432; 26 Hongmen Lu; 1. [ 1426 5; d indl breakfast Y300-
420; () At the foot of Tai Shan on Hongmen
Lu, the tour-group oriented three-star Taishan
Hotel has two kinds of doubles: the large,
clean ‘A’ rooms and the darker, older and
cheaper ‘B’ rooms. The five-storey hotel is well
staffed, with a shop and ticketing service. The
breakfast is buffet style.

Overseas Chinese Hotel (Huagido Dasha; &) 822 0001;
fax 822 8171; 15 Dongyue Dajie; 4= K #E115%5; d Y400-
600, ste Y1000-1980; (¢2)) Beyond the huge golden

effigy of Milefo (the laughing Buddha) in the
lobby and the deserted ‘English Inspiration
City Club’ bar, this four-star hotel has zero
charm, but the rooms are fine. Some doubles
have computers, while at the other end of
the scale, 30% discount brings the cheapest
doubles down to around Y280.

Eating
A Dong de Shuijido (@ 827 3644; 178 Daizong Dajie;
meals Y25-35) This handily located, clean dump-
ling restaurant fills you up with jidozi (&1
stuffed dumplings), including ydngrou (3 X;
lamb, Y16 per jin — half a jin is enough for
one), sasanxian (3 —4&; vegetable, Y10 per
jin) and xianggirou (75 %5 A; Chinese mush-
room and meat, Y14 per jin). Other staples
include soups and héngshdo giézi (21 K¢ 1
braised aubergine, Y8), sweet and laced with
garlic. A sister branch (A Dong Jiachangcai) is
around the corner at 25 Hongmen Lu.
Shuzhuang Hotpot Restaurant (Shiizhuang
Hudguochéng; cnr Daizong Dajie & Hushan Lu; meals Y40)
If you're a group then order lashings of beer
and sweat it out around the hotpot fishing
out strips of ydngrou (*F-; New Zealand
lamb, Y12), yiwdn (fiH; fish balls, Y10),
xian xianggi (575 4k; mushrooms, Y8), xidn
doufu (85735 fresh tofu, Y4), tiudou pian
(- & J7; potato slices, Y4) and bdicai (I713¢;
Chinese cabbage, Y4) from the boiling broth.
Singletons don’t despair: individual pots are
also provided, heated over an alcohol flame.
Daoxiangyuan (48 Shengping Jie) This brightly lit
bakery runs to several branches in town, with a
great choice of fresh, chunky chilled sandwiches
(Y3.50 to Y5; tuna, chicken, bacon, ham), tarts,
fresh bread, cream puffs (Y2) and cakes.




214 SHANDONG - Tai Shan

Getting There & Away

AIR

The nearest large airport is at Ji'nan. Tickets
can be purchased from the ticket office (hingkang
dingpidochy; @ 827 0855; 111 Qingnian Lu; %) 8am-6pm
Mon-Sat).

BUS

There are four long-distance bus stations
in Tai’an. Handy buses leave from outside
Taishan train station (Y16, every 30 min-
utes, 6.30am to 6pm). From the long-distance
bus station (chdngtd qichézhan; (@) 210 8606; Panhe Lu),
south of the train station, are buses to Ji'nan
(Y20, 1% hours, every 30 minutes, 6.10am
to 6.40pm), Kaiféng (Y63, one daily), Qufu
(Y16, one hour, every 20 minutes), Qingddo
(Y95, three to four hours, 6am, 8am and
2.30pm), Yantdi (Y114, four hours, 7am),
Weihai (Y129, several per day) and Béijing
(Y129, four hours, 8.30am and 2.30pm).
From the Tai Shan Bus Station (Tai Shan Qichézhan;
Caiyuan Dajie), there are regular buses to J¥'nan
(Y11.5 to Y16, 1% hours, every 30 minutes,
6am to 6pm).

TRAIN

Exiting Taishan station, the first thing you
see is a huge white bust of Lei Feng, an iconic
soldier of the Mao era. Trains run to Béijing
(hard seat Y79, six hours, five daily), Jinan
(hard seat Y7, one hour, nine daily), Yanzhou
(for Qufl; hard seat Y15), Shanghdi (Y102, 10
daily) and Qingdao (Y80, five hours).

Getting Around
There are three main bus routes. Bus 3 (Y1)
runs from the Tai Shan central route trailhead
to the western route trailhead at Tianwai Vil-
lage (Tianwai Ctn) via the train station. Buses
1 and 2 also end up near the train station.
Taxis can be found outside the train station;
they start at Y5 (then Y1.50 per kilometre
thereafter).

TAI SHAN 7% 11|

) 0538

Southern Chinese claim ‘myriad mountains,
rivers and geniuses’ while Shandong citizens
smugly contest they have ‘one mountain,
one river and one saint’, implying they have
the last word on each: Tai Shan, the Yel-
low River and Confucius. Tai Shan is the
most revered of China’s five sacred Taoist
peaks, with imperial sacrifices to heaven and

lonelyplanet.com

earth offered from its summit. Only five of
China’s emperors ever climbed Tai Shan,
although Emperor Qianlong of the Qing
dynasty scaled it 11 times. From its heights
Confucius uttered the dictum ‘The world is
small’; Mao lumbered up and declared ‘The
East is Red’. You, too, can climb up and say
‘Tm knackered’.

Tai Shan is a unique experience; its su-
pernatural allure (see the boxed text, p217)
attracts the Chinese in droves. Bixia, the
Princess of the Azure Clouds, a Taoist deity
whose presence permeates the temples dotted
along the route, is a powerful cult figure for
the rural women of Shandong and beyond.
Tribes of wiry grandmothers - it’s said that if
you climb Tai Shan you’ll live to 100 - trot up
the steps with surprising ease, their target the
cluster of temples at the summit where they
burn money and incense, praying for their
progeny. Sun worshippers muster wide-eyed
on the peak, straining for the first flickers of
dawn. In ancient Chinese tradition, it was be-
lieved that the sun began its westward journey
from Tai Shan.

Tai Shan is 1545m above sea level, with a
climbing distance of 7.5km from base to sum-
mit on the central route. The elevation change
from Midway Gate to Heaven (Zhongtian
Mén), halfway up the mountain, to the sum-
mit is approximately 600m. The mountain is
not a major climb, but with 6660 steps to the
summit, it can be gruelling. One wonders how
many backs were broken in the building of
the temples and stone stairs on Tai Shan - a
massive undertaking accomplished without
any mechanical aids.

Climate

Bear in mind that weather conditions on the
mountain vary considerably compared with
Tai’an (p211). Clouds and mist frequently
envelop the mountain, particularly in sum-
mer. The best times to visit are in spring and
autumn when the humidity is low, although
old-timers suggest that the clearest weather
is from early October onwards. In winter the
weather is often fine, but very cold. The tourist
season peaks from May to October.

Due to weather changes, you’re advised
to carry warm clothing with you, no matter
what the season. The summit can be very cold,
windy and wet; army overcoats are available
there for hire and you can buy waterproof
coats from one of the vendors.

lonelyplanet.com
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Climbing Tai Shan

The town of Tai’an lies at the foot of Tai Shan
and is the gateway to the mountain. Low-sea-
son tickets are Y80 (1 December to 31 Janu-
ary), high-season tickets are Y100 (1 February
to 30 November); student and senior tickets
are half price. Voluntary insurance is avail-
able for Y2. Avoid coinciding your climb with
the public-holiday periods held in the first
weeks of May and October, otherwise you will
share the mountain with what the Chinese
call ‘rén shan rén hdi’ - literally a ‘mountain
of people and a sea of persons’.

ON FOOT
It’s possible to spend the night at Midway Gate
to Heaven (halfway up the mountain) or on the
summit. Allow two hours for climbing between
each of these points, and a total of eight hours
for the round trip (although you can get down
to the ticket office from the Midway Gate to
Heaven in an hour, at speed). Allowing several
more hours would make the climb less strenu-
ous and give you more time to look around.
If you want to see the sunrise, dump your
gear at the train station or at a guesthouse

INFORMATION
Ticket Booth 5 54k 1A3
Ticket Booth and Bus Station

for Western Route 24 ....eoeeeececccccrsnsrneseeneneee (see 25)
Ticket Office i 5k (see 27)

SIGHTS & ACTIVITIES
Archway to Immortality TIili}i
Azure Clouds Temple 355 i
Black Dragon Pool 2 i
Bridge of the Gods (Xianru Qiao) fill A4 .
Cloud Bridge (Ydnbu Qiéo) z: 2bAf
Confucius Temple L/
Doumu Hall =} REE]
Everyman's Bridge (Dazhong Qi&o) K AHF vveevreevnns (see 7)
Feng Yuxiang Lingmu (Tomb) 7 P4 %5 ..

First Gate of Heaven — A ]
Five Pine Pavilion FifA5".
God of Wealth Temple Il ! Jii .
Guandi Temple 75 Ji
Jade Emperor Temple £ 5 |
Longevity Bridge K75 #f........
Midway Gate to Heaven "1 K[
North Prayer Rock 1L 47
Opposing Pines Pavilion 45
Puzhao Temple #F...........
Qingdi Palace 7§17 71
Rear Temple (Houshi WU) J&G A3 coeverereeeenerressennenn
Red Gate Palace 21177
Rear Rocky Recess J&i 715 ....
Rock Valley Scripture 247 i}
Skywalk Bridge (Butian Qiao) I KAff
South Gate to Heaven # K[ 7.
Tianwai Village KAM
TV Tower HLHLES
Wanxian Lou J7filit
Welcoming Pine I #2 ...
Wordless Monument J& 7!
Zhanlu Terrace ({45

SLEEPING {3

Shengi Hotel #1# 1F 29 B1
Xianju Hotel Aill 45k 30 B1
TRANSPORT

Cable Car #¥ & iH 31 A2

in Tai’an and time your ascent so that you’ll
reach the summit before sundown. Stay over-
night at one of the summit guesthouses and
get up early the next morning for the famed
sunrise. It’s possible to scale the mountain at
night and some Chinese do this, timing it so
that they arrive before sunrise. The way is lit
by lamps, but it is advisable to take a torch, as
well as warm clothes, food and water.

There are two main paths up the mountain:
the central route and the western route, con-
verging midway at Midway Gate to Heaven.
Most people slog up the central route (once
the imperial route and littered with cultural




216 SHANDONG - Tai Shan

relics) and head down (usually by bus) along
the western route. Other trails run through
orchards and woods.

BY MINIBUS & CABLE CAR

From the roundabout at Tianwai Village (X
AMFE; Tianwai Can), at the foot of the western
route, minibuses (one way Y20) depart every 20
minutes (when full) to Midway Gate to Heaven,
halfway up Tai Shan. The minibuses operate
4am to 8pm during high season, less regularly
during low season. Bus 3 runs to Tianwai Vil-
lage from Tai’an’s train station. Frequent buses
come down the mountain; however, you may
have to wait several buses for a seat.

It’s about a five-minute walk from Midway
Gate to Heaven to the cable car (kongzhong suédao;
adult/child Y45/20; £%4 7am-6pm 16 Apr-15 Oct, 8am-5.30pm
160ct-15 Apr). The journey takes around 10 to 15
minutes to travel to Moon View Peak (Yueguan
Féng), near the South Gate to Heaven (Nantian
Mén). Be warned, high season and weekend
queues may force you to wait up to two hours
for a ride.

The same applies when you want to descend
from the summit; fortunately, there is another
cable car (suddao; adult/child Y45/20; {%7.30am-5.30pm 16
Apr-15 Oct, 8am-5pm 16 Oct-15 Apr) that only carries six
passengers and is as regular as clockwork. It
takes you from north of South Gate to Heaven
down to Peach Blossom Park (Bk{£; Tadhiia
Yudan), a scenic area behind Tai Shan that is
also worth exploring. From here you can take
aminibus to Tai’an (Y20, 40 minutes). You can
reverse this process by first taking a minibus
from Tai’an train station to Peach Blossom
Park and then ascending by cable car.

CENTRAL ROUTE

On this route you’ll see a bewildering cata-
logue of bridges, trees, rivers, gullies, towers,
inscriptions, caves, pavilions and temples.
Tai Shan functions as an outdoor museum
of calligraphic art, with the prize items being
the Rock Valley Scripture (Jing Shiyt) along the
first section of the walk and the North Prayer
Rock (Gongbéi Shi), which commemorates
an imperial sacrifice, at the summit. Lost on
most foreigners are the literary allusions, word
games and analogies spelt out by the calligra-
phy decorating the journey.

Purists commence their ascents of Tai Shan
after a south-north perambulation through
the Dai Temple (p211), in imitation of impe-
rial custom. From the Dai Temple, Hongmen
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Lu stretches north. At the end of the paved
part of Hongmen Lu is the Guandi Temple (Guandi
Miao; admission free), containing a large statue of
Guandi, the Taoist God of War. Nearby is the
First Gate of Heaven (Yitian Mén) and the tra-
ditional commencement of the climb proper.
Beyond is a stone archway overgrown with
wisteria and inscribed with Chinese characters
meaning ‘the place where Confucius began
to climb’.

Further along is Red Gate Palace (Hong Mén Gong;
admission Y5), with its wine-coloured walls. This is
the first of a series of temples dedicated to Bixia.
Further again is a large gate called Wanxian Lou,
where you find the ticket office. Further along
is Doumu Hall (Doumu Gong), first constructed
in 1542 and given the more magical name
of ‘Dragon Spring Nunnery’. On the way up
look out for small piles of stones and rocks
superstitiously arranged alongside the path.
Elsewhere invocations are inscribed on ribbons
that festoon the pines and cypresses.

Continuing through the tunnel of cypresses
known as Cypress Cave is Huima Peak (Huima
Ling), where Emperor Zhenzong had to dis-
mount and continue by sedan chair because
his horse refused to go further.

MIDWAY GATE TO HEAVEN /' X[

The second celestial gate is where you can rest
your legs, allow your pulse to slow and per-
haps peruse the small and smoky God of Wealth
Temple (J14 4 Jiti; Caishén Mido). Further ahead
is Five Pine Pavilion (Wtisong Ting), where, in
219 BC, Emperor Qin Shi Huang was over-
taken by a violent storm and was sheltered by
the pine trees. He promoted them to the fifth
rank of minister.

Ahead is the arduous Path of Eighteen Bends
(-F/)\3%) that eventually leads to the summit;
climbing it is performed in slow motion by all
and sundry as legs turn to lead. You'll pass
Opposing Pines Pavilion (Duisong Ting) and the
Welcoming Pine (Yingke Song) - every moun-
tain worth its salt in China has one - with a
branch extended as if to shake hands. Beyond
is the Archway to Immortality (Shéngxian Fang).
It was believed that those passing through the
archway would become celestial beings. From
here to the summit, emperors were carried in
sedan chairs.

SOUTH GATE TO HEAVEN Fj A [
The final stretch takes you to South Gate to
Heaven, the third celestial gate. Walk along
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TAI SHAN

Tai Shan’s place in the hearts and minds of the Chinese people is deeply rooted in their most
ancient creation myth - the story of Pan Gu. In the beginning when all was chaos, and heaven
and earth were swirling together, Pan Gu was born and promptly set about separating the ground
and the sky. With each passing day he grew taller, the sky grew higher and the earth grew
thicker, until, after 18,000 years, the two were fully separated and Pan Gu died of exhaustion.
As his body disintegrated, his eyes became the sun and the moon, his blood transformed into
rivers, his sweat fell as rain, and his head and limbs became the five sacred Taoist mountains of
China, Tai Shan among them.

Maybe because it sprang from Pan Gu’s head, or perhaps because of its location in the domi-
nant east (which signifies birth and spring), Tai Shan is the most revered of the five holy Taoist
peaks. The throngs of modern visitors are but recipients of a tradition of pilgrimage and worship
that stretches back to earliest historical times.

For nearly 3000 years emperors have paid homage, a few reaching the summit, all contribut-
ing to the rich legacy of temples, trees, pavilions and calligraphy. Originally made for sacrifices,
these visits soon acquired a political significance: it was thought heaven would never allow an
unworthy ruler to ascend, so a successful climb denoted divine approval.

Emperors aside, China’s three most prominent schools of thought also hold Tai Shan dear. A
second legend has it there once lived a she-fox on Tai Shan, who, by living a strict Taoist exist-
ence, transformed into a goddess named Bixia (Princess of the Azure Clouds). There she remained
happily until the arrival of Sakyamuni, the founder of Buddhism, who fell in love with the place
and asked her to leave. Bixia refused and Sakyamuni was forced to flee when he tried unsuccess-
fully to trick her into leaving. Today Bixia is venerated as the protector of peasant women and as
the bringer of dawn. A Taoist monk named Lang established the first temples on the mountain
in 351 BC, and the most influential remain those dedicated to Bixia.

Thus Tai Shan has become a repository of Chinese culture, spanning dynasties and religions,
and prompting the modern Chinese writer Guo Moruo to describe the mountain as ‘a partial
miniature of Chinese culture’. Indeed, it is probably best to bear this analogy in mind when
you visit, as modern China is definitely leaving its mark. Even by the Qing dynasty there were
several hundred thousand visitors each year, and during the week-long May Day holiday in 2006,
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a staggering 190,000 people crowded onto the mountain.

Tian Jie to Azure Clouds Temple (Bixid Ci; admission
Y5), with its sublime perch in the clouds, where
elders offer money and food to the deities of
Bixia, Yanguang Nainai and Taishan Songzi
Niangniang (the latter helping women bear
children). The iron tiling on the temple build-
ings is intended to prevent damage by strong
winds, and chiwén (ornaments meant to pro-
tect against fire) decorate the bronze eaves.

Climbing higher, you will pass the Taoist
Qingdi Palace (7577 =; Qingdi Gong), before
the fog- and cloud-swathed Jade Emperor Temple
(Ytuhudng Ding) comes into view, perched
on the highest point (1545m) of the Tai Shan
plateau. Within is an effigy of the Jade Em-
peror, an attendant statue of Taishan Laojun
and some frescoes.

In front of the temple is the one piece of
calligraphy that you really can appreciate - the
Wordless Monument (Wzi Béi). One story goes
that it was set up by Emperor Wu 2100 years

ago — he wasn’t satisfied with what his scribes
came up with, so he left it to the viewer’s
imagination. Others attribute the monument
to Qin Shi Huang (p37). In the courtyard
stands a rock inscribed with the elevation of
the mountain. Pilgrims toss coins into two
urns at the exact peak (Taishan Jiding) below
a tablet upon which is written the ancient
Taoist character for Tai Shan. Near the Shengi
Hotel (p218) stands a Confucius Temple (Wén
Miao), where statues of Confucius (Kongzi),
Mencius (Mengzi), Zengzi and other Confu-
cian luminaries are venerated.

The main sunrise vantage point is the North
Prayer Rock (Gongbéi Shi; see opposite); if
you’re lucky, visibility extends to over 200km,
as far as the coast. The sunset slides over the
Yellow River side. At the rear of the mountain
is the Rear Rocky Recess (HOou Shiwi), one of the
better-known spots for viewing pine trees,
where some ruins can be found tangled in the
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foliage. It’s a good place to ramble and lose the
crowds for a while.

WESTERN ROUTE

The most popular way to descend the moun-
tain is by bus via the western route. The foot-
path and road intercept at a number of points,
and are often one and the same. Given the
amount of traffic, you might prefer to hop
on a bus rather than inhale its exhaust. If you
do hike down, the trail is not always clearly
marked. (Note that buses will not stop for you
once they have left Midway Gate to Heaven.)

Either by bus or foot, the western route
treats you to considerable variation in scenery,
with orchards, pools and flowering plants.
The major attraction along this route is Black
Dragon Pool (Héilong Tan), which is just below
Longevity Bridge (Changshou Qido) and is fed
by a small waterfall. Swimming in the waters
are rare carp, which are occasionally cooked
and served to visitors. Mythical tales swarm
about the pool, said to be the site of under-
ground carp palaces and of magic herbs that
turn people into beasts.

An enjoyable conclusion to your descent
is a visit to Puzhao Temple (Piizhao Si; Pervading Light
Temple; admission Y5; £ 8am-5.30pm). One of the few
strictly Buddhist shrines in the area, this sim-
ple temple dates to the Southern and North-
ern dynasties (AD 420-589). An arrangement
of ancient pine trees and small halls rising in
levels up the hillside, the temple provides a
quiet and restful end to the hike.

Sleeping & Eating

Accommodation prices here don’t apply to
holiday periods, such as the first week of May
and October, when room prices can triple. At
other times, ask for discounts.

Xianju Hotel (Xianja Fandian; &) 823 9984; fax 822 6877;
2Tian Jie; RAEF255; s/d/tr/q Y420/560/660/980) Situated
just before the pdilou marking Tian Jie beyond
the South Gate to Heaven, this two-star hotel
has a decent selection of rooms.

Shengi Hotel (Shéngi Binguan; = 822 3866; fax 821
5399; 5 Y580, d Y680-780, ste Y6800-8800; (¢2)) The only
three-star hotel on the summit, this reason-
ably smart hotel has a restaurant (serving
Taoist banquets) and a bar, and is accessed
up some steep steps. Rooms are reasonably
clean, but nothing special (sun watchers are
roused well before sunrise).

There is no food shortage on Tai Shan; the
central route is dotted with teahouses, stalls,

Book accommodation online at lonelyplanet.com

vendors and restaurants. Your pockets are
likely to feel emptier than your stomach, but
keep in mind that all supplies are carried up by
foot and that the prices rise as you do.
QUFD i 5

@) 0537 / population 88,000

Of monumental significance to the Chinese
is the walled town of Qufu, birthplace of
Confucius, with its traditional harmonies of
carved stone, timber and imperial architec-
ture. Inscribed everywhere in Qafu is Con-
fucius’ upbeat dictum: G ] H iz /7 RATR
55T (Is it not a joy to have friends come
from afar?’) Taking the sage’s wisdom at face
value, name-chop hawkers, pedicab drivers
and map-sellers joyfully press their goods and
services on out-of-towners and fending it all
off can be draining.

Orientation

The old walled core of Qafti is small and easy
to get around, a charming grid of streets built
around the Confucius Temple and Confucius
Mansions at its heart, with the Confucius For-
est north of town. Gulou Jie bisects the town
from north to south, and the bus station is in
the south of town.

Information

BOOKSHOPS

Xinhua Bookstore (Xinhua Shidian; Gulou Nanjie;
£%9 8am-6.30pm summer, to 5.30pm winter) Opposite
southeast corner of Drum Tower.

INTERNET ACCESS ¥ II[!

Xiuxian Hotel Internet Café (Xiaxian Binguan
Wangba; 2nd fl, 20 Gulou Nanjie; per hr Y2; ¥ 8am-
midnight)

Zhixin Internet Café (Zhixin Wangba; per hr Y3;

£%4 8am-midnight) It's located in an alley east off Shendao
Lu. Head north up Shendao Lu and take first turn-off on left.

MEDICAL SERVICES

Gulou Pharmacy (Gil6u Yaodian; 12 Gulou Beijie;

%4 7.30am-8pm)

People’s Hospital (Rénmin Yiyuan; ) 441 2440;
Tianguandi Jie)

People’s No 2 Hospital (Rénmin Dier Yiyuan; 7 Gulou
Beijie)

MONEY

Bank of China (Zhongguo Yinhéng; 96 Dongmen Dajie;
£\ 8am-6pm) Foreign exchange, but no ATM for foreign
cards.

lonelyplanet.com
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POST
Post office (youju; 8-1 Gulou Beijie; (¥ 7.30am-6.30pm
summer, 8am-6pm winter) North of the Drum Tower.

PUBLIC SECURITY BUREAU
PSB (2 ‘% J5); Gonganji; (@) 441 1403; 1 Wuyuntan Lu;
£%9 8am-noon & 2.30-6pm Mon-Fri)

TOURIST INFORMATION & TRAVEL
AGENCIES

China International Travel Service (CITS; Zhonggud
Gudji Liixingshe; (@) 449 1492; 36 Hongdao Lu) Inconven-
iently located way down in the south of town.

Sights

Collectively, the principle sights - the Confu-
cius Temple, the Confucius Mansions and the
Confucius Forest — are known locally as the
‘San Kong’ (‘Three Confuciuses’). Through
tickets to all three sights are available (Y105).
Stick to the main sights listed below, as other
diversions such as the Huaxia Cultural City
(Huaxia Wénhua Chéng; Y32) on Daquan Lu
are not worth the expense.

CONFUCIUS TEMPLE 7L Jii

The temple (Kong Miao; &) 449 5235; admission Y52;
£¥18am-5.30pm) started out as a simple memorial
hall and mushroomed into a complex one-fifth
the size of the Qufti town centre. English-speak-
ing guides (Y150) are available from the ticket
office to the east of the temple entrance.

The main entrance in the south leads to a
series of triple-door gates. The first few court-
yards are airy, cypress-covered and full of green
grass. Magnificent gnarled, twisting pines rise
up from the temple grounds along with over
1000 stelae, inscribed from Han to Qing times —
the largest such collection in China. Several
broken stelae (victims of the sage’s episodic
unpopularity perhaps) in the temple grounds
are patched up with brackets and cement.

About halfway along the north-south axis
rises the triple-eaved Great Pavilion of the Con-
stellation of Scholars (%= X [&]; Kuiwén Gé), an
imposing Jin dynasty wooden structure con-
taining prints recording Confucius’ exploits
in the Analects. Beyond lie a series of colossal,
twin-eaved stele pavilions, followed by Dacheng
Gate (K[ J; Dachéng Mén), north of which
is the Apricot Platform (7¥1x; Xing T4n) from
where Confucius taught his students.

The core of the Confucian complex is
the huge yellow-eaved Dacheng Hall (X J8fi;
Dachéng Dian), which, in its present form,
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dates from 1724; it towers 31m on a white mar-
ble terrace. The Kong family imported glazed
yellow tiling for the halls in the Confucius
Temple, and special stones were brought in
from Xishan. The craftspeople carved the 10
dragon-coiled columns so expertly that they
had to be covered with red silk when Emperor
Qianlong visited lest he felt that the Forbid-
den City’s Hall of Supreme Harmony paled in
comparison. The superb stone they’re carved
from is called ‘fish roe stone’; the smoother pil-
lars at the rear are also carved with dragons.

Inside is a huge statue of Confucius resid-
ing on a throne, encapsulated in a red and
gold burnished cabinet. Above the sage are
the characters for ‘wanshi shibido’, meaning
‘model teacher for all ages’. The next hall, the
Chamber Hall (% J#; Qin Dian), was built for
Confucius’ wife and now provides a home
for roosting birds.

At the extreme northern end of the temple
is Shengji Hall (&7 Ji%; Shengji Dian), a memo-
rial hall containing a series of stones engraved
with scenes from the life of Confucius and
tales about him. They are copies of an older
set that dates back to 1592.

Several other halls and side temples are
at the rear, including the Holy Kitchen (Fh),
where animals were prepared for sacrifice,
and the Family Temple. East of Dacheng Hall,
Chongsheng Hall (5%>547; Chéngsheéng Ci) is
similarly adorned with fabulous carved pillars.
South of the hall is the Lu Wall (£:5¥), where
the ninth descendant of Confucius hid the sa-
cred texts during the book-burning campaign
of Emperor Qin Shi Huang. The books were
discovered again during the Han dynasty (206
BC-AD 220), and led to a lengthy scholastic
dispute between those who followed a recon-
structed version of the last books and those
who supported the teachings in the rediscov-
ered ones. You can also hunt down Confucius’
Well. Dotted around are ancient scholar trees
(some with roots somewhere in the Tang dy-
nasty) and a gingko from the Song. You can
exit from the east gate, Donghua Gate (%< 1£[J;
Donghud Mén), if you wish, south of which is
the Bell Tower (2 4%; Zhongléu), spanning the
width of Queli Jie.

CONFUCIUS MANSIONS L/}

Adjacent to the Confucius Temple are the
Confucius Mansions (King Fi; @ 441 2235; admission
Y32; £¥48am-5pm), originally dating from the
16th century. A maze of 450 halls, rooms,
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CONFUCIANISM

Qufu is the birth and death place of the sage Confucius (551-479 BC), whose impact was not felt
during his own lifetime. He lived in abject poverty and hardly put pen to paper, but his teachings
were recorded by dedicated followers in The Analects of Confucius. His descendants, the Kong
(4L) family, fared considerably better.

As the original Confucian temple at Qufu (dating from 478 BC) was enlarged, remodelled,
added to, taken away from and rebuilt, the majority of the present buildings date from the
Ming dynasty. In 1513 armed bands sacked the temple and the Kong residence, resulting in
walls being erected around the town from 1522 to 1567 to fortify it. These walls were recently
removed, but vestiges of Ming town planning, such as the extant Drum and Bell Towers (Guléu
and Zhongléu), remain.

Less a religion than a code that defined hierarchical relationships, Confucianism has had a
profound impact on Chinese culture. It teaches that son must respect father, wife must respect
husband, commoner must respect official, official must respect ruler and so on. The essence of
its teachings are obedience, respect, selflessness and working for the common good.

You would think that this code would have fitted nicely into the new order of communism,
yet it was swept aside because of its connections with the past. Confucius was seen as a kind
of misquided feudal educator, and clan ties and ancestor worship were viewed as a threat. In
1948 Confucius’ direct heir, the first-born son of the 77th generation of the Kong family, fled to
Taiwan, breaking a 2500-year tradition of Kong residence in Qufu.

While the current popularity of the great sage is undeniable, it is debatable as to what extent his
teachings are taking fresh root in China. The majority of devotees around Qufu are middle-aged or
elderly, suggesting that the comeback of Confucianism is more likely a re-emergence of beliefs never
effectively squashed by the communists. Chinese scholars are making careful statements reaffirming
the significance of Confucius’ historical role and suggesting that the ‘progressive’ aspects of his work

were even cited in the writings of Mao Zedong. Confucius, too, it seems, can be rehabilitated.

buildings and side passages, getting around
requires a compass. Not everything comes
with English captions.

The Confucius Mansions were the most
sumptuous aristocratic lodgings in China,
indicative of the Kong family’s former great
power. From the Han to the Qing dynasties,
the descendants of Confucius were ennobled
and granted privileges by the emperors. They
lived like kings themselves, with 180-course
meals, servants and consorts. Confucius even
picked up some posthumous honours.

Qufu grew around the Confucius Mansions
and was an autonomous estate administered
by the Kongs, who had powers of taxation and
execution. Emperors could drop in to visit;
the Ceremonial Gate near the south entrance
was opened only for this event. Because of
this royal protection, huge quantities of fur-
niture, ceramics, artefacts and customary and
personal effects survived, and some may be
viewed. The Kong family archives are a rich
legacy and also survived.

The Confucius Mansions are built on an
‘interrupted’ north-to-south axis. Grouped by
the south gate are the former administrative

offices (taxes, edicts, rites, registration and
examination halls).

The Ceremonial Gate (2 J; Chongguang
Mén) leads to the Great Hall (X %; Da Tang),
two further halls and then the Neizhai Gate (Y
“E|]; Neizhai Mén), a gate that seals off the
residential quarters (used for weddings, ban-
quets and private functions). The large ‘shou’
character (7%, meaning ‘longevity’) within
the single-eaved Upper Front Chamber (jiij I
J73; Qian Shang Fdng) north of Neizhai Gate
was a gift from Qing empress Cixi. The Front
Chamber (7iij % /%; Qidn Tdng Lou) was where
the duke lived and is interestingly laid out on
two floors - rare for a hall this size.

East of the Neizhai Gate is the Tower of
Refuge (B XfE1%; Bindn Lou), where the Kong
clan could gather if the peasants turned nasty.
It has an iron-lined ceiling on the ground
floor, a staircase that could be yanked up
into the interior, a trap and provisions for a
lengthy retreat. Grouped to the west of the
main axis are former recreational facilities
(studies, guestrooms, libraries and small tem-
ples). To the east is the odd kitchen, ancestral
temple and the family branch apartments.
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One of the best features of the mansions is
the garden at the rear, where greenery, foliage,
flowers, blossoming trees (in spring), bamboo
and a sense of space waits. Take a seat in one
of the old pavilions and relax.

CONFUCIUS FOREST FL#k

North of town on Lindao Lu is the serene Con-
fucius Forest (Kong Lin; admission Y40; £%} 7.30am-6pm),
the largest artificial park and best preserved
cemetery in China.

The pine and cypress forest of over 100,000
trees (it is said that each of Confucius’ students
planted a tree from his birthplace) covers 200
hectares and is bounded by a wall 10km long.
Confucius and his descendants have been
buried here over the past 2000 years, and
are still being buried here today. Flanking
the approach to the Tomb of Confucius (K6ngzi
Mu) are pairs of stone panthers, griffins and
larger-than-life guardians. The Confucian
barrow is a simple grass mound enclosed
by a low wall and faced with a Ming dynasty
stele. The sage’s sons are buried nearby and
scattered through the forest are dozens of
temples and pavilions. Small minibuses offer
tours (Y10).

To reach the forest takes about 30 minutes
by foot, 15 minutes by taxi or you can attempt
to catch the infrequent bus 1.

YAN TEMPLE ififi

This tranquil and little-visited temple (Yan
Mido; Yanmiao Jie; admission Y10; ¥ 8am-5pm) north-
east of the Confucius Mansions opens to a
large grassy courtyard with some vast stele
pavilions sheltering dirty stelae and antedi-
luvian bixi. The main hall, Fusheng Hall (&
X JBt; Fushéng Dian), is 17.5m high, with a
hip and gable roof, and a magnificent ceiling
decorated with the motif of a dragon head.
Outside the hall are four magnificently carved
pillars with coiling dragon designs and a fur-
ther set of 18 octagonal pillars engraved with
gorgeous dragon and floral patterns.

MAUSOLEUM OF SHAO HAO /b 2%

One of the five legendary emperors of Chinese
antiquity, Shao Hao’s pyramidal Song dy-
nasty tomb (Shao Hao Ling; admission Y20; £¥} 8am-5pm),
4km northeast of Quft, is constructed from
huge stone blocks, 25m wide at the base and
6m high, topped with a small temple. Today
the temple is deserted, but the atmosphere
is serene.

Book accommodation online at lonelyplanet.com

Bus 2 from the bus station will drop you
350m south of the tomb, or take a taxi (Y10)
or pedicab (Y10).

Festivals & Events

Following tradition, there are two fairs a year
in Qaft - spring and autumn - when the
place comes alive with craftspeople, healers,
acrobats, peddlers and peasants. It also hosts
a big party on 28 September to mark Confu-
cius’ birthday.

Sleeping

Accommodation is at its priciest during the
high season (1 May to 8 May and 24 Septem-
ber to 8 October), but outside these times
push for discounts.

BUDGET
Xiuxian Hotel (Xiaxian Bingudn; @) 441 7128; 20 Gulou
Nanjie; 5415 9 74720 5, 6-/3-bed dm Y20/60, s/ Y120/120,
tr without toilet Y60-80; (2 (B)) This small place is
cheap and simple with a useful internet café
(p218), six- and three-person dorms and good
low-season discounts on double and single
rooms. Note some rooms are without win-
dows. The owners can arrange ticketing and
a bus to Yanzhou (Y30 per person). The hotel
has no English sign, but it’s near the Drum
Tower on the east side of Gulou Nanjie.
Shitouji Hotel (Shitou Ji Binguan; (@ day/night 319
1806/319 1808; 16 Gulou Nanjie; 7% 1% Fe 15116"5; d Y40-
60, trY30-80; [¢2)) Just round the corner from the
Xiuxian Hotel, here there’s a range of budget
accommodation from cheap and clean triples
with plastic wood flooring, common toilet,
air-con and TV to good doubles with air-con,
TV and (squat) loo/shower.

MIDRANGE
Post Hotel (Yéuzhéng Binguan; (@) 448 0874; 8 Gulou Beijie;
w1 44785, economy room Y160, s/d/tr Y280/260/360;
©?) This well-placed hotel east of the Con-
fucius Mansions has grotty economy rooms
(no windows or air-con); other rooms are
an improvement although they can be a bit
grubby.

Yulong Hotel (Yulong Dafandian; ) 441 3469; fax 441
3209; 1 Gulou Dajie; 1% K4571°5; high season s/d Y260/380;
%)) This pleasant hotel with a traditional roof
is attractively positioned just within the wall in
the north of town. Rooms are comfortable and
discounts are commonly available.

Queli Hotel (Quéli Binshe; (@ 441 2022; 15 Zhonglou
Jie; BRREAE155; 5/d ¥298/398; (#2)) Perhaps the
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best deal in town with a splendid location, the
Queli looks very much the part as the tourist
hotel. The traditional styling is attractive,
built of grey brick with tiles, water features
and regulation photos of Chinese dignitaries
visiting at the entrance.

Eating

Wumaci Jie, east of Gulou Nanyjie, turns into a
huge night market in the evenings. A string of
cheap restaurants can be found on the north
side of Jingxuan Lu, opposite the Confucius
Mansions Hotel in the south of town. Look
out for sellers of jianbing gudzi (HIYFZE¥
Y2), a steaming crepe-like parcel of egg, vege-
tables and chilli sauce. The local variant of
KFC is (BC (China Best Chicken; cnr Gulou Nanjie & Jingxuan
Lu), adjacent to a useful branch of Lidnhug, a
well-stocked supermarket.

Post Hotel Restaurant (8 Gulou Beijie) Equipped
with an English menu, this clean restaurant
has pricey tourist items, such as Kong Fam-
ily Beancurd (Y28), but go instead for the
better-value mdpé doufu (JBR¥E K JE; Y8) or
jidozi () available in zharou (3% A pork,
Y14 per jin) and ydngrou (% ; lamb, Y16
per jin).

Shopping

Being a major tourist town, Qufu is over-
run with streetside vendors hawking pocket
copies of the Analects (Lunyt), Confucius
biscuits, name chops (done in three minutes),
effigies, ornaments, walking sticks, bows,
amulets, pipes, fans, swords, and every type
of souvenir associated with the great phi-
losopher/sage. You can even get your name
in Chinese carved on a grain of rice (Y15).
Queli Jie is full with souvenir stalls.

Getting There & Away

BUS

From the bus station (@ 448 1554) in the south
of town, buses connect with Tai’an (Y14, one
hour, every 30 minutes), Ji'nan (Y35, two hours,
every 20 minutes), Yanzhou (Y4, 30 minutes,
every 15 minutes), Zouchéng (Zouxian; Y6, 35
minutes, every six minutes), Qingddo (Y110,
five hours, 8.30am and 4.30pm) and X7T'an
(Y150, 10 hours, 2pm). Left luggage is avail-
able at the station (Y4).

TRAIN
When a railway project for Qufti was first ta-
bled, the Kong family petitioned for a change
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of routes, claiming that the trains would dis-
turb Confucius’ tomb. They won and the
nearest tracks were routed to Yanzhou, 16km
west of Qufu. Eventually another train station
((=) 442 1571) was constructed about 6km east
of Quft, but only slow trains stop there, so
it is more convenient to go to Yanzhéu train
station (@ 3415239), on the line from Béijing
to Shanghai. Destinations include Béijing
(Y45 to Y81, five daily), Nénjing (Y36, two
daily), Ji'nan (Y12 to Y22, two hours, fre-
quent), Qingddo (Y38, 10 daily), Shanghai
(Y53 to Y94) and Tianjin (Y36 to Y64). A
taxi from Yanzhou train station to Qufl costs
around Y40.

Getting Around

Minibuses to Yanzhou train station (Y3.5,
every 15 minutes, 5.30am to 5.30pm) leave
from the bus station in the south of town.
In the return direction, minibuses connect
Yéanzhou bus station (walk straight ahead as
you exit the train station, cross the parking lot
and turn right; the bus station is after 50m on
the left) with Qafu (Y3.5, every 15 minutes,
5.30am to 5.30pm).

There are only two bus lines and service is
not frequent. Probably most useful for travel-
lers is bus 1, which travels along Gulou Beijie
and Lindao Lu, connecting the bus station
with the Confucian Forest. Bus 2 travels from
east to west along Jingxuan Lu.

Pesky pedicabs (Y2 to Y3 to most sights
within Qufu) infest the streets, chasing all and
sundry. Decorated tourist horse carts can take
you on 30-minute tours (Y20 to the Confucius
Forest from Queli Jie).

ZOUCHENG 4[5 31

0537 / pop 191,654

Zouchéng (also called Zouxian, 4B EL) is the
home town of Mencius (372-289 BC), re-
garded as the first great Confucian philoso-
pher. Far more relaxed than Qufu, the town is
less a carnival of easily excitable hawkers and
bleating pedicab drivers.

A marvellous complex of heritage archi-
tecture, the Mencius Temple (7 Ji; Méng Miao;
Miaogian Lu; joint ticket with Mencius Mansions Y40; V4 8am-
6pm) originally dates to the Song dynasty,
but has been repeatedly damaged. A colossal
complex ossified with age, overgrown with
weeds and liberally scratched with the names
of visitors, the temple badly needs a shot of
restoration.
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An otherworldly mood reigns: bixi glare
out from ancient pavilions, gnarled, ancient
cypresses soar aloft from the desiccated soil,
birds squawk from the branches overhead
while rows of stelae commemorate forgotten
events. The Hall of the Second Sage (V. %Ji;
Yashéng Dian) dates from 1121, a huge twin-
roofed hall with external octagonal pillars.
Ceremonial spots include the small Pool for
Burning Funeral Orations, now scattered with
cigarette butts, while a collection of headless
statues at the rear testifies to China’s often
anti-Confucian mood swings.

The layout and buildings of the Mencius Man-
sions (17 JfF; Méng Fii; Miaogian Lu) alongside is far
less ceremonial, with corridors, living quarters
and a small garden of rose bushes adding a
more human dimension. The Mansions are
also home to the Center of Confucian Studies
at Shandong University.

Zouchéng is 23km south of Quafu, and
can easily be visited as a day trip from Qufu.
Buses run from Qafui bus station (Y6, every
six minutes, 35 minutes), dropping you off
at the roundabout on Yishan Beilu (I 111
%) in Zouchéng, from where you can take a
motorised pedicab (Y10) or taxi (Y10) to the
Mencius Temple and Mencius Mansions in the
south of town. A taxi from Qaft1 to Zouchéng
will cost around Y50 to Y60.

QINGDAO # 1

@ 0532 / pop 1.6 million

A breath of crisp sea air for anyone emerg-
ing from China’s polluted urban interior,
Qingddo is hardly old-school China - parts
of town resemble Bavaria — but its effortless
blend of German architecture and modern
city planning puts Chinese white-tile towns
to shame. Its German legacy more or less
intact, Qingddo takes pride in its unique ap-
pearance: the Chinese call the town ‘China’s
Switzerland’. The beaches may be overhyped,
the local Putonghua carries a thick accent,
and a metro system wouldn’t go amiss, but
the dilapidated charms of the hilly old town
are captivating and the port city is hosting the
sailing events of the 2008 Olympics, prompt-
ing a further investment gale into the pros-
perous town. Wander at will round cobbled,
higgledy-piggledy alleys, poke around stone-
clad Teutonic vestiges, quaff the famous local
brew (Tsingtao) and ditch the diet: Qingddo
has some of the best kebabs and seafood in
north China.

lonelyplanet.com

History

Before catching the acquisitive eye of Kaiser
Wilhelm II, Qingddo was an innocuous fish-
ing village, although its excellent strategic
location had not been lost on the Ming, who
built a battery here. German forces wrested
the port town from the Chinese in 1898 after
the murder of two German missionaries,
and Qingddo was ceded to Germany for 99
years. Under German rule the famous Tsing-
tao Brewery opened in 1903, electric lighting
was installed, missions and a university were
established, the railway to Ji'ndn was built, the
Protestant church was handing out hymnals
by 1908, a garrison of 2000 men was deployed,
and a naval base established.

In 1914 the Japanese moved into town after
the successful joint Anglo-Japanese naval
bombardment of the port. Japan’s position
in Qingddo was strengthened by the Treaty
of Versailles, and they held the city until 1922
when it was ceded back to the Kuomintang.
The Japanese returned in 1938, after the start
of the Sino-Japanese war, and occupied the
town until defeated in 1945.

These days, Qingddo is the fourth-largest
port in China and the second-largest city in
the province of Shandong. Booming industry
and an entrepreneurial spirit have successfully
carried the city into the 21st century, making
it a clean, modern and thriving town.

Orientation

Backing onto mountainous terrain to the
northeast and hedged in between Jiaozhou
Bay, Laoshan Bay and the Yellow Sea, Qingddo
is divided into two distinct entities. The ragged
old town (&3X; 1dochéng qit) in the east lays
claim to Qingddo’s antique charms, architec-
tural streetscapes and the historic train station,
while trendy bars and restaurants drag the
white-collar in-crowd to the eastern business
district, where Qingddo’s best hotels tower over
supermarkets and well-heeled shoppers.

Information

BOOKSHOPS

Xinhua Bookstore (Xinhud Shudian; 10 Henan Lu) On
the corner of Guangxi Lu and Henan Lu.

INTERNET ACCESS [ It

Book City (Sha Chéng; 67 Xianggang Zhonglu) At the
junction of Xianggang Zhonglu and Yan'erdao Lu.

How Do Internet Café (Haodi Wéangba; 2 Dagu Lu; per
hrY2; £% 6am-9pm)

lonelyplanet.com

MEDICAL SERVICES
People’s Hospital (Rénmin Yiyuan; (=) 8285 2154; 17
Dexian Lu)

MONEY

Bank of China (Zhongguo Yinhang; 66 & 68 Zhongshan
Lu; £% 8am-5pm) On the corner of Zhongshan Lu and
Feicheng Lu, housed in a building built in 1934, it offers
foreign-currency exchange and the external ATM accepts
foreign cards.

Bank of China (Yuyuan Dasha, 75 Xianggang Xilu)
External 24-hour ATM with international access.

Jusco (¥4 8.30am-10pm) On the ground floor of Jusco
shopping centre. ATM accepts MasterCard, Visa, Cirrus,
Amex and JCB.

Shangri-La Hotel (Xianggélila Dajitidian; 9 Xianggang
Zhonglu) ATM accepts MasterCard, Visa, Cirrus, JCB and Amex.

POST
Post office (youju; 51 Zhongshan Lu; £ 8.30am-6pm)
Opposite the large Parkson building.

PUBLIC SECURITY BUREAU

PSB (Gonganju; () 8579 2555, ext 2860; 272 Ningxia Lu;
£%49-11.30am & 1.30-4.30pm Mon-Fri) Inconveniently
located in the east of town. Bus 301 goes from the train
station and stops outside the terracotta-coloured building
(stop 14). Another small branch of the PSB is at 1 Qufu Lu.

TOURIST INFORMATION

China International Travel Service (CITS; Zhonggué
Gudji Ltixingshe; (@) 8389 2065/1713; Yuyuan Dasha, 73
Xianggang Xilu; €% 8am-5pm) Just west of Bank of China.
Qingdao Tourism Information & Service Station
(Qingddo Shi Liiyéu Zixun Fuwuzhan) Small kiosks dotted
around town, including at Zhan Bridge. Useful for maps
(Ye), if little else.

Sights
Beyond Qingdéo’s fast-paced beaches and
hilly parks, most sights are pleasantly squeezed
into the old town, where no excuse is needed
to saunter around, losing yourself down side
streets and gawping at the astonishing local
architectural vernacular. The Qingdao Mu-
nicipal Government has put up plaques iden-
tifying notable historic buildings and sites.
Completed in 1934, the twin-spired St
Michael’s Catholic Church (Tianzht Jidotang; (@ 8591
1400; 15 Zhejiang Lu; admission Y6; %} 8am-5pm Mon-Sat,
noon-5pm Sun), up a steep hill off Zhongshan Lu,
is an imposing edifice with a cross on each
spire. The church was badly damaged during
the Cultural Revolution and the crosses were
torn off. God-fearing locals rescued them,
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however, and buried them in the hills. The
interior is splendid, with white walls, gold
piping, replaced sections of stained glass all
around and a marvellously painted apse. The
baptismal font and statues have captions in
English and Chinese, and there is a large por-
trait of St Teresa of Lisieux, although it’s aston-
ishing that you have to pay to enter a church.
Vendors muster outside selling crucifixes and
souvenirs and a daily fish market, featuring
colourful exotica from the depths, sets up on
Feicheng Lu, which leads up to the church
from Zhongshan Lu. Put aside time to roam
the area round here - a lattice of ancient hilly
streets where old folk sit on wooden stools in
decrepit doorways, playing chess and shooting
the breeze. North of the church a slogan from
the Cultural Revolution has survived above the
doorway of 19 Pingdu Lu; it is very clear and
no-one has bothered to paint over it. It says (in
Chinese) ‘Long live Chairman Mao’.

Zhongshan Lu itself has numerous dried
fish shops worth browsing around (eg at 39
Zhongshan Lu).

Located on Jiangsu Lu, a street notable for
its German architecture, the Protestant Church
(Jida Jidotang; 15 Jiangsu Lu; admission Y3; £ 8.30am-5pm,
weekend services) was designed by Curt Rothkegel
and built in 1908. The interior is simple and
Lutheran in its sparseness, apart from some
delightful carvings on the pillar cornices. You
can climb up to inspect the mechanism of the
clock (Bockenem 1909) and views out over
the bay. It is also well worth wandering along
nearby Daxue Lu for a marvellous scenic view
of old German Qingdao.

To the east of Xinhaoshan Park remains one
of Qingddo’s most interesting pieces of Ger-
man architecture, Qingdao Ying Binguan (Qingdao
Ying Hotel; admission Y15; £%8.30am-5pm), the former
German governor’s residence and a replica of
a German palace (now a museum). Built in
1903, it is said to have cost 2,450,000 taels of
silver. When Kaiser Wilhelm II got the bill, he
immediately recalled the extravagant governor
and sacked him. In 1957 Chairman Mao stayed
here with his wife and kids on holiday.

The restored Tianhou Temple (Tianhou Gong; 19
Taiping Lu; admission Y8; £%} 8am-6pm) is a small temple
dedicated to Tianhou (Heaven Queen), God-
dess of the Sea and protector of sailors, also
known as Mazu and Niangniang. The main
hall contains a colourful statue of Tianhou,
flanked by two figures and a pair of fearsome
guardians. Other halls include the Dragon
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King Hall (J&. -8 Longwéng Dian; where
in front of the Dragon King lies a splayed pig)
and a shrine to the God of Wealth.

The castle-like villa of Huashi Lou (Huashi Bldg;
18 Huanghai Lu; admission Y5; ¥4 7.30am-7pm) was origi-
nally the home of a Russian aristocrat, and
later the German governor’s retreat for fishing
and hunting. The Chinese call it the ‘Chiang
Kaishek Building’ as the generalissimo secretly
stayed here in 1947.

Poking like a lollipop into Qingdao Bay
south of No 6 Bathing Beach and dominated
by its white German-built lighthouse, the
Little Qingdao (Xido Qingddo; ) 8286 3944; 8 Qinyu
Lu; admission Y15; £%7.30am-6.30pm) peninsula is
excellent for throwing off the crowds battling
it out on the beaches. Despite the name —

‘Little Green Island’ - it’s actually a penin-
sula, lashed to the shore by a slender sandbar
(called Qinyu Lu). Set your alarm to catch
early morning vistas of the hazy bay and the
town coming to life from the promontory’s
leafy park.

Established in 1903 by the beer-loving
Germans, the Tsingtao Brewery (Qingddo Pijitichang;
) 8383 3437; 56 Dengzhou Lu; admission Y30; (%) 9am-
4.30pm) makes the finest brew in China with
the mineral waters of nearby Ldo Shan. Phone
ahead to book a tour to examine the brewery,
its fixtures and props.

BEACHES
Qingddo is famed for its six beaches, which
are pleasant enough, but don’t go expecting

lonelyplanet.com
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Bondi Beach. Chinese beach culture is low-
key and quite tentative, although the main
swimming season (June to September) sees
hordes of sun seekers fighting for towel space.
Shark nets, lifeguards, lifeboat patrols and
medical stations are at hand.

It comes as little surprise that Qingdédo’s
best beach is draped along the shore way off
in the east of town, far from the shrieking
rubber-ring/buckets-and-spade crowd. South
of the dramatic mountain bulk of Fushan,
Shilaorén ({7:Z A\ ; Donghai Donglu; admission free;
Yall day) is a gorgeous 2.5km-long strip of
clean sand and seawater-smoothed seashells,
occasionally engulfed in banks of mist pour-
ing in from offshore. Early morning runs
here are divine — and yours may be the only

set of footprints on the sand. To get here,
take bus 317 from Taipingjiao (Y2) or hop
in a taxi.

Close to the train station is the No 6 Bathing
Beach, neighbouring Zhan Qido (Zhan Bridge),
a pier that reaches out into the bay and is
tipped with the eight-sided Huilan Pavilion
(Huildn Gé).

The sand of No 1 Bathing Beach is coarse-
grained, engulfed in seaweed, and bordered
by concrete beach huts and bizarre statues of
dolphins. The nearby Eight Passes Area (/\ X
7%; Badaguan) is well known for its sanatori-
ums and exclusive guesthouses. The spas are
scattered in lush wooded zones off the coast,
and each street is lined with a different tree
or flower, including maple, myrtle, peach,
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snow pine or crab apple. This is a lovely area
in which to stroll.

Heading out of Eight Passes Area, Nos 2
and 3 Bathing Beaches are just east, and the
villas lining the headlands are quite exquisite.
No 2 Bathing Beach is cleaner, quieter and more
sheltered than No 1 Bathing Beach.

About 30 minutes by boat from Qingdido
and a further 30 minutes by bus is the beach
of Huang Ddo (% %; Yellow Island), which is
quieter and cleaner than Qingddo’s beaches.
The ferry (Y15) leaves from the Qingdéo local
ferry terminal (Qingddo lindiizhan), to the
west of the train station. The first departure
is at 6.30am, with the final boat returning at
9pm. Once you reach the island, take bus 1 to
its terminus (Y2.50).

PARKS

The charm of small Guanhaishan Park
(Guanhdishan Gongyudn) lies in finding it:
the route winds up a small hill through rest-
ful lanes; the park is at the top. Although
small, the park was used as a golf course by
the Germans.

Down the hill and to the east is Xinhaoshan
Park (1555 11122 [il; Xinhaoshan Gongyuan; admission
Y15), the summit of which is capped by the
carbuncular towers known as the mégu léu
(mushroom buildings).

Zhongshan Park (' 111 2 [itl; Zhongshan Gongyuan;
admission Y3) covers a vast 80 hectares, and in
springtime is a heavily wooded profusion of
flowering shrubs and plants. Buses 25 and 26
travel to the park.

The mountainous area northeast of Zhong-
shan Park is called Taipingshan Park (X111
/3 [d; Taipingshan Gongyudn), an area of
walking paths, pavilions and the best spot
in town for hiking. In the centre of the park
is the TV Tower (Dianshi Ta), which has an
express lift up to fabulous views of the city
(Y30). You can reach the tower via cable car
(Y20). Also within the park is Qingdao’s larg-
est temple, Zhanshan Temple (Zhanshan Si; admission
Y5; £¥38.30am-4.30pm). The temple has a number
of dramatic sandalwood Buddhas covered
in gold foil.

Festivals & Events

The summer months see Qingddo overrun
with tourists, particularly in the second and
third weeks of July, when the annual trade fair
and ocean festival is held. Another festival to
look out for is the beer festival in August/Sep-
tember. Gardeners may be interested to note
that Qingddo’s radish festival is in February,
the cherry festival in May and the grape festival
in September (Qingddo is a major producer
of wine).

Book accommodation online at lonelyplanet.com

Sleeping

BUDGET

All prices quoted are for the high season;
bargain during the low season.

Kaiyue Hostelling International (Kaiyue Gudji
Qingnian Liiguan; @ 8284 5450; 31 Jining Lu; &% 7° 4%
31'5; dm from Y35, d Y180) Handily located a short
walk from the train station on a road off
Zhongshan Lu in the old town.

Youth Hostel (Béibaoke Qingnian Liiguin; @ 8592
2506; 17 Yan'erdao Lu; 75 /KK & 14%17°5: dm from Y48, d
Y130) Located near Jusco and Carrefour and
within walking distance of the Minjiang Lu
bar street in the commercial east of town. Go
through the gate, don’t go up the steps; under
265 get Y8 off.

Zhanying Hotel (Zhanying Binguén; & 8296 1980; 11
Mengyin Lu; 5% 9] #% 115, d Y80; €%)) Conveniently
located a few minutes’ walk from the train
station just south of a marvellous old Ger-
man building (now a PSB office) and at the
heart of the old town, this small hotel has
simple, good-value rooms that enjoy frequent
discounting during the nonsummer slack pe-
riod. Phoning ahead is advised; push for low
season discounts.

MIDRANGE

Railway Hotel (Tiédao Dasha; (@ 8606 7888; fax 8286
0497; 2 Tai'an Lu; 2% %2 % 2°5; d/q/ste Y280/480/680;
(¢¥) Located at the train station, the perfectly
reasonable high-rise Railway Hotel is well
located in the old part of town, with clean
rooms, polite service and an external elevator.
Discounts are not uncommon, even during
summer months - and doubles can be netted
for around Y160.

Zhangiao Hotel (Zhangido Bingudn; (@ 8288 8666;
fax 8287 0936; 31 Taiping Lu; - 1431°5; non-seaview d
Y298-498, seaview d Y698; (¢2)) A downtown fixture a
few minutes’ walk west of Qingdéo’s Tianhou
Temple, this seaboard hotel is rather somno-
lent with slow-moving staff. The hotel hides
its cheaper doubles round the side and back,
but the pricier rooms facing Qingdao’s surf
are what staying here is all about. In former
times it was the Prince Heinrich Hotel; Sun
Yatsen stayed here in 1912 and is commemo-
rated by a bust outside.

TOP END

Oceanwide Elite Hotel (Fanhdi Mingrén Jitidian; (= 8288
6699; fax 8289 1388; 29 Taiping Lu; X129 °5; non-
seaview d Y960, seaview d Y1160, ste Y2360; (¢2)) This
five-floor, low-rise, four-star hotel benefits
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from a superb location overlooking Qingdao
Bay (as long as you opt for the pricier seaview
rooms) in the old part of town.

Crowne Plaza (Qingdao Yizhong Huangguan Jiari Jidian;
@) 8571 8888; www.sixcontinentshotels.com; 76 Xianggang
Thonglu; s H 765 ; d/ste Y1162/2324; (3)) A gllit-
tering 38-floor tower rising above Qingdao’s
crackling commercial district, you won’t be
bumping into much old-town charm here,
but business travellers can content themselves
instead with the warm honey-coloured hues of
the splendid foyer, the fully equipped rooms,
the indoor pool, a choice of five restaurants
and professional standards of service. Free,
well-produced English maps of Qingddo are
provided at the concierge desk.

Shangri-La Hotel (Xianggélila Dajitidian; (@ 8388
3838; www.shangri-la.com; 9 Xianggang Zhonglu; 75 %
695 s/d US$175/195, 15% service charge; (€3) In
Qingddo’s commercial district in the east of
town, the excellent Shangri-La delivers all the
high-quality business hallmarks of the chain,
with plush rooms and attentive service.

Eating

Qingdso is a cauldron of good food. The water-
front area is brimming with restaurants, from
No 6 Bathing Beach almost all the way to No 1
Bathing Beach. For more upmarket and varied
dining options, head to the commercial district
in the east of town, and especially the bars and
restaurants along Yunxiao Lu and Minjiang
Lu. The lively street Zhongyuan Meishi Jie is
packed with seafood restaurants; the entrance
is off Xianggang Zhonglu, east of Carrefour.

Chiinhéléu (Chinhélu Fandian; ) 8282 4346; 146
Zhongshan Lu; meals from Y20; £¥ 6am-10pm) Dating
back to 1891, this unremarkable-looking res-
taurant remains very popular. Downstairs
is a busy help-yourself-to-as-much-as-you-
can-eat type diner, with a smarter option
upstairs.

Meida'er Barbecue Restaurant (Méidaér Shaokdodian;
@) 8382 0368; Taishan Lu; lamb kebab Y1.50, meals Y30;
t¥310am-2am) Sooner or later, Qingddo’s leg-
endary kebabs will require your undivided
attention, and where better to start than on
Taishan Lu - the local Barbecue Street. Allow
this trusty chain restaurant to thrust a thirst-
quenching beer into one hand and scrummy
lamb (3£ /A ;5 ydngrou chuan), pork (A
Hi; zhiarou chuan) or seafood kebabs into
the other.

Ajisen Ramen (Weigian Lamian; (= 8580 6375; 1stfl, Car-
refour, 21 Xianggang Zhonglu; meals Y30; (% 8.30am-11pm)
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A chain that has the nation hopping must
be doing something right. Ajisen Ramen’s
noodles — steaming blasts of chilli-infused
flavour ferried to the table by black-attired
staff — truly hit the spot. Flesh the meal out
further with fried dumplings (Y8), potato
balls (Y6) or deep-fried shrimp (Y14). Pay
as you order.

Xiao Wangfu Roast Duck Restaurant (Xido Wéngfii
Kaoyadian; (@ 8575 0208; 20 Yan'er Dao; whole roast duck Y68;
t%39am-10pm) Excellently located just north of
the Crowne Plaza, this small and homely cor-
ner eatery is easily spotted for its traditional
portico, red lanterns and white tablecloths
drying outside. The duck is recommended
and there’s a range of pre-prepared chilled
dishes just inside the door that makes order-
ing a breeze - just point, take your seat with a
bottle of Tsingtao stout (Y20) and wait.

Drinking

Qingdéo’s bars concentrate within the com-
mercial and business district in the east of
town. Check www.myredstar.com for cur-
rent listings. You can buy Tsingtao beer by
the bag from numerous shops, but pouring
it requires skill.

Corner Jazz Club (Jigjido Juéshi Ba; @ 8575 8560; 153
Minjiang Lu) Its candlelit tables and mezzanine at-
tracting a youngish expat and local crowd, this
spacious and atmospheric bar gets Qingddo
fingers snapping to motley live sounds every
Tuesday (8.30pm to 10.30pm). Staff speak
excellent English and manage a well-stocked
bar, while the paraphernalia extends to table
football and darts.

Lennon Bar (Lienéng Canba; ) 8589 3899; 20 Zhuhai Lu)
Vast two-floor temple to Beatles culture with
a loyal following, a good atmosphere and a
lived-in feel. There’s also table football, a pool
table and live music (on Thursday).

Babyface Qingdao (38596 9898; 71 Xianggang
Zhonglu) The coolest and most stylish club in
town, with top-flight DJs, extremely loud
music and a cross-section of Qingdao’s best-
dressed pretty young things.

Shopping

In the old town, Zhongshan Lu is dotted
with bargain shops, chain stores, clothing
retailers, outlets selling dried fish produce
and distressed-looking, empty towers (of-
fices worth their salt have all moved east).
A sprawl of straw hats, clothes, shoes, bags
and jewellery, Liaocheng Road Market is the
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spot for bargain local produce. In the super-
store category, Jusco (Jiashike; £¥) 9am-11pm), near
the southeast corner of Fuzhou Nanlu and
Xianggang Zhonglu, and Carrefour (Jialefi;
8.30am-10pm), on the northwest corner of
Nanjing Lu and Xianggang Zhonglu, seethe
with shoppers in the commercial eastern
district.

Getting There & Away

AIR

There are flights to most large cities in China,
including daily services to Béijing (Y700) and
Shanghai (Y760) and five flights a week to
Hong Kong (Y2400). International flights
include daily flights to Seoul, along with
flights to Osaka and Fukuoka in Japan. Direct
flights to Frankfurt are planned. For flight
information call Liuting International Airport
(3 84715139).

Tickets can be purchased at the following:
CAAC (Zhdnggué Minhang) Zhongshan Lu ( =) 8289 5577;
29 Zhongshan Lu); Xianggang Lu ( & 24hr ticketing 8577
5555; 30 Xianggang Lu)

China Southern (Zhongguo Néfang Hangkong Gongsi;
@) 8389 6148; Haitian Hotel, 48 Xianggang Xilu)
Dragonair (Ginglong Hangkong; @) 8577 6110; Hotel
Equatorial, 28 Xianggang Zhonglu; %3 9am-5pm Mon-Sat)
Korean Air (Dahan Hangkong; @) 8387 0088; Haitian
Hotel, 48 Xianggang Xilu)

Shandong Airlines (Shandong Hangkang; (@) 8288
9160, 286 5870; train station ticket office) It also sells
Yantdi to Dalidn boat tickets.

BOAT

Ferries to other Chinese ports no longer de-
part from Qingdao. International boats depart
from the passenger ferry terminal (Qingddogéng
Keyunzhan; @ 8282 5001; 6 Xinjiang Lu) for both
Incheon (from Y750, 16 hours, Monday,
Wednesday and Friday) and Gunsun (Y700,
19 hours, Monday, Wednesday and Saturday)
in South Korea and Shimonoseki (Y1200,
36 hours, Monday, Thursday and Saturday)
in Japan. To reach Dalidn by boat, you will
have to go from Yantdi (opposite) or Weéihai
(p235), but tickets can be purchased from the
Shandong Airlines ticket office.

BUS

Both buses and minibuses depart from the
area next to the massive Hualian Building,
south of the train station. The ticket offices
(@) 8267 6842) are in the small pastel-coloured
huts in the bus station.
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There are buses departing for Weéihai
(Y42.50, every 20 minutes, 6am to 6pm),
Yantdi (Y31, every 15 minutes, 6.30am to
5.30pm) and Ji'nan (Y50, every 50 minutes,
8.50am to 4pm). There are also daily buses to
Béijing (Y219, 13 hours, 7.30pm), Hangzhou
(Y221, 20 hours, 3.50pm), Héféi (Y128, 9am
and 3.30pm) and Shanghai (Y201, 18 hours,
10.30am and afternoon departures).

TRAIN

All trains from Qingddo go through Ji'nan,
except the direct Qingddo to Yantai and
Weéihdi trains. There are two trains a day
to Yantdi (hard seat Y22, four hours), sev-
eral to Weihdi (Y12, four to six hours) and
regular services to Jinan (Y55, four to six
hours). There are two express trains daily
to Béijing (Y215, 10 hours), and trains to
Shanghai (Y290, 15 hours, 1.58pm), Tai’an
(hard seat Y34, five hours) and Zhengzhou
(Y120, 3.05pm).

Apart from at the marvellous ticket office at
the train station - German-built with a clock
tower, red tiles and practically a sight in itself -
train (and air) tickets can be bought for a
service charge at several places around town,
including a useful ticket office (Qingdao Hudchézhan
Bianjié Shoupiaochu; Feixian Lu; £} 24hr) on the north
side of Feixian Lu, just round the corner from
the train station.

Getting Around

TO/FROM THE AIRPORT

Qingdao’s sparkling Liuting International Airport
(@ 8471 5139) is 30km north of the city. Taxi
drivers should ask between Y90 and Y100 to
drive into town. Buses leave every 30 minutes
from the CAAC office between 6am and 6pm
(Y10).

BUS

Most transport needs can be catered for by the
bus 6 route, which starts at the northern end
of Zhongshan Lu, runs along it to within a few
blocks of the train station and then goes east
to the area above No 3 Bathing Beach. Bus 26
from the train station runs along the coast and
past Zhongshan Park before heading north at
the end of No 3 Bathing Beach. Minibuses also
follow these routes (Y2).

TAXI
Flag fall is Y7 for the first 3km and then Y1.50
per kilometre thereafter.

SHANDONG -+ Ldo Shan 231

LAO SHAN 55 11

This mountain (admission Y50), 40km east of
Qingdao, is a famous Taoist retreat, with tem-
ples, waterfalls and secluded walking trails.
Covering some 400 sq km, this is where Lao
Shan mineral water starts its life. The moun-
tain is associated with Taoist legend and myth,
with the central attraction being the Song
dynasty Great Purity Palace (A1 7 ; Taiging Gong;
admission Y10). The first Song emperor estab-
lished the palace as a place to perform Taoist
rites to save the souls of the dead. From the
Great Purity Palace, there are paths leading to
the summit of Ldo Shan.

The cable car up the first half of the moun-
tain costs Y30 (Y50 return) and a ride up the
second half costs Y20. From Qingdao, bus 304
runs to Ldo Shan (Y6.50, one to two hours).
Buses can be picked up at the Zhan Qido stop
by No 6 Bathing Beach from around 6.30am;
get off at the entrance to the first cable car up
Lao Shan. Returning, the last bus leaves Lo
Shan at 5pm.

Tour buses to Liao Shan (Y25 return) ply
the streets of Qingddo from 6am onwards,
but visit at least four other ‘sights’ on the way
to the mountain.

VANTAI 17 &5

0535 / pop 652,000

A prosperous ice-free port on the northern
coast of the Shandong peninsula, Yantdi sees a
steady stream of visitors from Qingddo, some
destined by ferry to Dalidn (p363), others
scampering west along the coastline to the
pavilion at Péngldi. Good for a day or two,
the town makes for a relaxed sojourn, with a
sprinkling of foreign concession architecture,
popular beaches, a growing bar scene and a
tempting panoply of pleasant restaurants.

History

Starting life as a defence outpost and fishing
village, Yantai’s name literally means ‘Smoke
Terrace’; wolf-dung fires were lit on the head-
land during the Ming dynasty to warn fishing
fleets of approaching pirates. Its anonymity
abruptly ended in the late 19th century when
the Qing government, reeling from defeat in
the Opium War, handed Yantai to the British
who established a treaty port here, calling it
Chefoo (Zhifu). Several nations, Japan and
the USA among them, had trading establish-
ments here and the town became something
of a resort area.
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Orientation

The train and bus stations are in the west of
town near the harbour, where budget hotels
tend to congregate. The beaches are in the east
of town, while most of the sights, treaty port
buildings and restaurants are in the central
districts.

Information

Several internet cafés can be found inside
Times Sq (Shidai Guangchang), west of the
International Seaman’s Club.

Bank of China (Zhongguo Yinhang; 166 Jiefang Lu) ATM
accepts Visa, MasterCard, JCB and Amex.

Chunhehang Pharmacy (Chinhehéng Yaoténg; Beima
Lu) Next to the International Seaman’s Club.

Post office (youju; Dianxin Daléu; cnr Nan Dajie &
Dahaiyang Lu)

Public Security Bureau (PSB; Gonganju; &) 653 5621;
78 Shifu Jie; % 8am-5.30pm Mon-Sat) On the corner

of Chaoyang Jie. The office for foreigners is on the 6th floor.
Yantai Tourist Information & Service Center
(Yantaishi Lilyou Fawl Zhongxin; &) 663 3222; 32 Haian
Lu) Next to Yantai Hill Park gate, at north end of Chaoyang
Jie.

Yantaishan Hospital (Yantaishan Yiyuan; @ 622 4411;
91 Jiefang Lu)

Sights

YANTAI HILL PARK /i £ 111 23 g

This absorbing park (Yantdishan Gongyuan; admission
Y20; £%4 6.30am-7.30pm summer, 7am-5.30pm winter) is a
veritable museum of well-preserved Western
treaty port architecture. Containing a model
ship exhibition, the Former American Consulate

Building retains some original interior fea-
tures. Nearby, the former Yantai Union Church
dates from 1875, although it was later rebuilt.
The Former British Consulate building houses
a China Fossils Exhibition and the British
Consulate Annexe looks out onto an attractive
English garden. In the north of the park, the
Former Danish Consulate is a crenellated struc-
ture dating from 1890, decorated on the out-
side with ‘brutalism granite’, or so the blurb
says. Wander in and walk around and up
the staircase, perusing the period furniture,
the laid-out kitchen and dining room. At the
top of the hill is the Ming dynasty Dragon King
Temple, which once found service as a military
headquarters for French troops in 1860 and
is now home once again to a statue of the
Dragon King himself. The wolf-dung fires
were burned from the smoke terrace above,
dating from the reign of Hongwu; climb up
for views (binoculars Y2) out to sea and the
island of Zhifu (Chefoo). In the west of the
park, the 1930s-built Japanese Consulate is a
typically austere brick lump, equipped with
a ‘torture inquisition room’.

YANTAI MUSEUM XA 45 T4 1
The Yantai Museum (Yantai Bowuguan; 257 Nan Dajie;
admission Y10; % 9am-noon & 1-4.30pm) is located
within a fabulous guildhall built by merchants
and sailors of Fujian as a place of worship to
Tianhou (Heaven Queen), Goddess of the Sea
and protector of sailors.

The main hall of the museum is known
as the Hall of Heavenly Goddess, designed and
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finished in Gudngzhou, and then shipped to
Yantai for assembly. Beyond the hall, at the
centre of the courtyard, is the museum’s most
spectacular sight: a brightly and intricately
decorated gate. Supported by 14 pillars, the
portal is a collage of hundreds of carved and
painted figures, flowers, beasts, phoenixes and
animals. The carvings depict battle scenes and
folk stories, including The Eight Immortals
Crossing the Sea.

At the southern end of the museum is a
theatrical stage that was first made in Fujian
and then shipped to Yantai. Apparently
Tianhou wasn’t particularly fond of that
stage, as it was lost at sea during transporta-
tion and had to be reconstructed in Yantdi.
The stage continues to be used for perform-
ances to celebrate Tianhou’s birthday (see
Mazu’s Birthday, p945) and anniversary of
deification.

OTHER SIGHTS

Of Yantéi’s two beaches, No 1 Beach (Diyi
Haishui Yuchang), a long stretch of soft
sand along a calm bay area is superior to No 2
Beach (Diér Héishui Yuchédng), which is less
crowded, but more polluted. Both beaches can
be reached by bus 17.

On Dama Lu, west of No 1 Beach, is a small,
active Catholic Church (K 3 #(%%; Tianzhu
Jiaotang) built during treaty port days. The
church has a wooden ceiling, pictures of the
Stations of the Cross and a gallery.

Sleeping

BUDGET

International Seaman’s Super 8 Hotel (Haiyuan Suba
Binguan; @ 669 0909; fax 669 0606; 68 Beima Lu; b2y
1685 ; s/d/ste Y168/198/380; &3 ) Across from the
train station, the able-bodied Seaman has
been fed a shot of rum by the Super 8 group,
emerging with newly renovated rooms and

new management, although doubles facing
the station can be noisy.

Yinpeng Hotel (Yinpéng Binguan; (@ 626 0655; fax 626
0755;59 Beima Lu; |t 75 595, s/tr Y180/260, d Y196-220;
(¢2)) This two-star hotel next to a UBC Coffee
outlet is small but well kept, with clean rooms
with tiled floors. There’s no lift, so rooms get
cheaper the higher you climb; low-season
discounts can be easy to obtain.

MIDRANGE

Shandong Pacific Hotel (Shandong Taipingyéng Dajitidian;
B 658 8866; fax 621 5204; 74 Shifu Jie; 117 i 17745 s &t
Y660-880; ©2)) This central four-star hotel (white
tile high-rise with an iridescent stainless-steel
lobby portico) is an above average choice.
Rooms have water coolers, extra large TV sets
and particularly clean bathrooms. Rooms to
the north have sea views, and there’s a choice
of Japanese, Korean and Western dining op-
tions. Facilities include a swimming pool,
bowling and billiards.

Golden Gulf Hotel (Jinhdiwan Jitidian; @ 663 6999; fax
663 2699; 34 Haian Lu; 1T % #4345, d Y760-960; £2)) Lo-
cated near Yantai Hill Park, this six-floor hotel
is a clean place offering homy rooms equipped
with water cooler, internet access and fridge.
The hotel’s Golden Gulf Grill serves steaks
and meat grills.

TOP END

Yantai Marina Hotel (Yantdi Jiani Jitidian; @) 666 9999;
marinaht@public.ytptt.sd.cn; 128 Binhai Beilu; Y& if: b
141285 ; non-seaview d/ste Y780/1380, seaview d/ste
Y880/1980; (¢2)) Rooms at this 25-floor Chinese-
style hotel are clean, spacious and recently re-
stored, with excellent views from the seaview
rooms. A revolving restaurant is on the 25th
floor and there’s a 2.8 tonne stone ball and a
statue of Milefo in the lobby. Take a trip in
the external glass elevator for fantastic views
over the bay.
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Eating

In the summer months a night market sets
up along Shengli Lu, good for cheap kebabs
and beer.

For spicy food, bundle along to Taohua
Jie, a street stuffed with Sichuan restaurants
directly north of Yantai Museum.

Chaotianjiao (@ 623 0966; 71 Taohua Jie; meals Y25)
This small eatery on Taohua Jie (there are
two branches, one on either side of the road)
has no English menu, but be sure to try the
excellent and filling suancai yu (J&>% ff1; fish
and pickled cabbage soup, small Y15, big
Y20). The huiguorou ([nl%5Al; twice cooked
pork, Y8) is scrumptious, and the mdlaj Bk
BRAG spicy chicken, small Y10, big Y15) hot
and tasty.

Haojiaxiang (@ 662 7588; 51 Shifu Jie; set meals Y25)
This lively and popular restaurant serves ex-
cellent steaks, ribs and grills. Sit down in the
soft sofa seats and try the tasty héijido zhipdi
(BB HE; black pepper pork chops, Y30).

Sculpting in Time (Diaoke Shiguang; @ 622 1979;
17-18 Shifu Jie; meals Y30; %4 10.30am-midnight) This lit-
tle bar-restaurant has character, with alcoves
and small side rooms with saloon-style swing
doors and walls hung with photos of film stars
and luminaries. On the menu are pizza and
steaks, and there’s live music nightly. Tsingtao
beer will set you back Y10.

Drinking
The section of Chaoyang Jie north of Beima
Lu has a good selection of bars and clubs.

Getting There & Away

AIR

Book tickets at the CAAC office (Zhonggud Minhdng;
T 624 5596; 6 Dahaiyang Lu; £} 8am-6pm) or at Shan-
dong Airlines (Shandong Hangkdng; @ 6584143; 236 Nan
Dajie; {% 8am-6pm).

There are flights to Hong Kong (Y1600,
three hours, twice weekly), daily flights to
Béijing (Y770, one hour, four daily) and
Shanghai (Y900, 1% hours, three daily), twice-
weekly flights to Guangzhou (Y1930, three
hours), daily flights to Seoul (Y1465) and
twice-weekly flights to Osaka (Y1980).

BOAT

You can purchase tickets for express boats
to Dalidn (Y220, 3% hours, 8.30am, 10am
and 1pm) at the Yantai passenger ferry terminal
(Yantaigang Keyan Zhan; (@) 674 1774; 155 Beima Lu) or
from the numerous ticket offices east of the
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train station; tickets can only be purchased
on the day of travel. There are also numerous
slow boats departing daily for Dalian (seat/bed
Y80/90, 2nd class Y220, seven hours) from
9am. Boats to Incheon (from Y960, roughly
16 hours, 5.30pm Monday, Wednesday and
Friday) in South Korea also leave from the
Yantai terminal.

BUS
Buses depart from outside the train station for
Beijing (sleeper Y150, 15 hours, several daily),
Jinan (Y66, six hours, every 40 minutes),
Weihdi (Y20, one hour) and other destina-
tions. From the long-distance bus station (changti
qichézhan; Qingnian Lu) there are buses to numerous
destinations, including Ji'ndn (Y98, every 50
minutes), Péngldi (Y15, 1% hours, every 30
minutes), Qingddo (Y60, every 25 minutes)
and Weéihai (Y17, every 30 minutes). Sleeper
buses also run to destinations further afield,
including Shanghai (Y193, 16 hours, 7.15am)
and Tianjin (Y113, 15 hours, twice daily).
Minibuses to Pénglai (Y15, 1% hours,
5.30am to 6pm) depart every 15 to 20 min-
utes from the Beima Lu bus station (cnr Beima Lu &
Qingnian Lu).

TRAIN

Yantai train station (@ 9510 5175) has trains to
Béijing (Y249, 15 hours, daily), Ji'nén (Y38,
eight hours, several per day), Qingddo (Y22,
four hours, several per day), Shanghdi (Y190,
20 hours, twice daily) and X7'an (Y210, 15
hours, twice daily).

Getting Around

Yantai Airport (@ 624 1330) is approximately
20km south of town. Airport buses (Y10,
30 minutes) depart from the CAAC oftfice
around two hours before flights; a taxi will
cost around Y40 to Y50.

Bus 3 does a loop of town, running past
the train station, south down Xinanhe Lu
and west on Yuhuangding Xilu. Bus 17 runs
between the two beaches. Taxi flag fall is Y5,
and Y1.30 per kilometre thereafter.

PENGLAI % 3¢

3 0535

About 65km northwest of Yantai, the 1000-
year-old Penglai Pavilion (3% 3 [4]; Péngl4i G¢; B 564
8106; admission Y70; ™ 7am-6.30pm summer, 8am-5pm
winter) is closely entwined in Chinese mythol-
ogy with the legend of the Eight Immortals

Book accommodation online at lonelyplanet.com

Crossing the Sea. Perched on a cliff top over-
looking the waves, the pavilion harbours a fas-
cinating array of temples and looks out onto
wonderful views of fishing boat flotillas.
Besides the pavilion, Péngldi draws crowds
for its optical illusion that locals claim ap-
pears every few decades. On 17 June 1988
a mirage appeared that lasted for over five
hours, revealing two islands with roads, trees,
buildings, people, bridges and vehicles.
Pénglai is easily visited as a day trip from
Yantdi. See opposite for bus details. The last
return bus to Yantdi leaves Pénglai at 6pm.

WEIHAI 33

0631 / pop 136,000

About 60km east of Yantdi, the booming port
city of Weéihdi was the site of China’s most hu-
miliating naval defeat, when the entire Qing
navy (armed with advanced European war-
ships) was annihilated by a smaller Japanese
fleet in 1895.

The British hung onto a concession here
until 1930, though little remains to remind
you of its colonial heritage.

Today visitors are drawn to Wéihdi for its
golden coastline, Liugong Island and to catch
passenger ferries to South Korea.

Information

Bank of China ("' [%] #¢17; Zhongqué Yinhéng; 38
Xinwei Lu; %} 8am-6pm Mon-Fri summer, to 5pm winter)
Currency exchange.

China Post (Il J5j; Youju; 40 Xinwei Lu)

ars (b By 47 4F; Zhongguo Gudji Liixingshe;
T 581 8616; 3rd fl, 96 Guzhai Dong Lu)

China Travel Service (CTS; 7 [l 47 #E; Zhonggué
Ltixingshe; (@) 520 3477; 46 Haibin Lu)

Public Security Bureau (PSB; ‘% Jrj; Gonganj;
@ 5213620; 111 Chongging Jie)

Xinhua Bookstore ;7 /£ 13 J5; Xinhué Shadian; 1
Heping Lu) On the corner with Dongcheng Lu.

Sights

DINGYUAN WARSHIP 5 2t i il

Anchored in Weihai Bay off Haibin Park is
this lifesize replica of the German-built Dingy-
uan ( (@) 5207806; admission Y50; £ 7am-6pm), a Qing
dynasty warship dispatched to the bottom
of the sea by Japanese torpedo boats dur-
ing the Sino-Japanese War (1894-95). Board
the highly detailed US$6 million warship, an
exact facsimile of the original Dingyuan (Ting
Yuen), and examine it at close quarters along
with its exhibits commemorating the clash
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between Japan and China that annihilated
the Qing fleet.

LIUGONG ISLAND X A &

Liugong Island (Litgong Ddo) lies 2km off
the coast in the Wéihdi Gulf. The island was
established as a stronghold during the Ming
dynasty to guard against Japanese pirates.
Later the Qing government made Liugong
Island their naval base, and after their crush-
ing defeat at the hands of the Japanese the
island was occupied by Japanese troops for
three years.

In 1898 the British wrested control of the
area and governed it for 32 years. During
this time they built schools, churches and
even teahouses, transforming the island into
a summer resort for the British Navy. In 1948
Chiang Kaishek and his troops arrived, shortly
followed by the communists.

Today the island’s main attraction is the
well-kept and airy Museum of the 1894-1895 Sino-
Japanese War (7 [ Ff /1~ i 4 {4 1; Zhongguo
Jidwli Zhanzhéng Béwdgudn; admission Y30; ¥ 7am-
5.30pm). The museum is to the west as you exit
the ferry terminal, housed in the old offices
of the North Sea Fleet commanders. Displays
include the anchor of the Zhenyuan, a cruiser
seized by the Japanese, dioramas of the naval
engagement, and shells and fragments of the
warship Jiyuan (built in Germany), including
a high-pressure water desalinisation tank. A
Royal Navy torpedo is also displayed and two
Krupp cannons.

The island also provides some ideal hiking
trails into the hills in the north.

Ferries run every 10 minutes to Liugong Is-
land (Y40 return, 20 minutes, price includes a
boat trip around the island) between 7am and
5pm from the Liugongdao Ferry Terminal (48 Haibin
Lu), south of the passenger ferry terminal. The
last ferry returning to Weéihdi leaves at 6pm.
There is no accommodation on the island.
Buggies whizz around the island for Y10.

INTERNATIONAL BEACH [ [t /K ¥ 7
Weihdi’s International Beach (Gudji Haishui
Yuchédng) draws large crowds for its long
stretch of golden sand, comparably clean wa-
ters and large swimming area.

Sleeping

Hailin Hotel (7AF bR T {f; Hailin Binguan; @ 522 4931;
fax 528 2632; 146 Tongyi Lu; 48— 146", d/tr/ste
Y160/210/480) This simple, unfussy and pleasantly
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designed two-star hotel, near the corner with
Heping Lu, offers good value. Standard rooms
come with water cooler, large shower room,
TV, phone and clean furniture.

Sunshine Hotel (I 5 K J&; Yéngguang Dasha;
T 5208999; 88 Tongyi Lu; £ — 1488 ; d/ste Y680/980)
Rooms here are pleasant, with wood flooring,
matching twin beds and new showers. Suites
are particularly spacious and clean, with inset
lights, funky shower rooms and a dose of style.
Push for discounts outside of the May and
October holiday periods.

Eating
Lichao Restaurant (4= /] /|- 17; Lichdo Niiitang; @ 523
6796; north Bldg, 73 Haigang Lu; meals Y25; €% 8.30am-noon &
1-5pm) Get into the Korean feel at this lively bar-
becue grill (shaokdo) restaurant and order up
a platter of lamb (ydngrou) plus six vegetable
dishes (including kimchi, doufu, carrot, radish,
fish and lettuce; Y25). Grill your lamb slices,
dip them in ldjido (chilli), wrap in lettuce and
eat. Round it all off with some soothing and
sweet zdochd (jujube tea). Also on the menu
are other meats, including beef and pork.
Kaixin Caomao (JT-0rFLil; @& 521 7978; 88-8
Tongyi Lu) This is a small café-bakery next to
Sunshine Hotel, where you can snack up on
egg tarts and sink a glass of milk.

Getting There & Around

AIR

Weihai’s airport is 80km away. Flights to cities
include Béijing (Y530, one hour), Guidngzhou
(Y1460, three hours) and Shanghai (Y610, 1%
hours). A taxi from the airport to town will
cost around Y80.
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BOAT

Ferries sail to Incheon (1st/2nd class Y950/810,
15 hours), in South Korea, at 7pm on Tuesday,
Thursday and Sunday. Tickets are generally
only available on the day of travel from the
ticket office on Haibin Lu to the south of
the passenger ferry terminal (wéihdi ging
keyiimzhan).

Boats to Dalidn leave daily at 9.30am and
9pm (2nd class Y280, eight hours). Tickets
should be bought from the International
building adjacent to the passenger ferry ter-
minal.

BUS

From the long-distance bus station ( =) 522 4591)
at the southern end of Dongcheng Lu there
are comfortable air-con Volvo buses depart-
ing hourly to Yantdi (Y21, one hour, 6am
to 5.40pm) and Qingddo (Y68, four hours,
6.30am to 5.30pm). There are also five buses
to Jinan (Y139, eight hours), and a bus to
Shanghai (Y169, 16 hours) and Béijing (Y142,
13 hours).

Smaller Iveco buses also run hourly to
Yantdi (Y17.50), Qingdéo (Y42.50) and Jindn
(Y79.50). There is also a direct bus to Pénglai
at 8am (Y24, two hours).

TRAIN

Located in the south of town, the train sta-
tion has poor connections. There are trains
to Béijing (Y205, once daily), Tianjin (Y183,
once daily) and J'ndn (Y102, twice daily). Buy
tickets at the train station or at the ticket office
({3 520 8000; 120-1 Tongyi Lu), near the Sunshine
Hotel (it also sells air tickets).
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