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A
Aarah 105
accommodation 47, 52, 173-4, see 

also individual locations, Resorts 
subindex, hotels, resorts
costs 52

activities 50-3, 61, see also individual 
activities

Addu Atoll 167-72, 168
air travel 183-4

air fares 184
airlines 183-4
to/from the Maldives 184
within the Maldives 185-6

airports 183
Hulhule’ 104
Kadhoo 165

al Barakat, Abu 17, 94
alcohol 27, 53, 59, 85, 86, 92
Alifushi 150
Amnesty International 22
anemonefish 77, 74
anemones 188
angelfish 72, 75
animals 38-40, see also individual 

species
endangered species 39-40

animators 57
architecture 34-5
Ari Atoll 134, 137-46, 135

accommodation 138-46
activities 137-8

arts 34-6, see also individual arts
ATMs 178
atolls 39, 41, 121 see also individual 

atolls

B
Baa 36, 152-5, 123
bathrooms 180
Battuta, Ibn 17
beaches 60, 96-8
Bell, HCP 17, 20, 165, 169
bicycle travel 103
birds 39, 112
boat travel 

to/from the Maldives 102-3, 
184-5

within the Maldives 186
boat-building 150

boats 29, 58-9, see also dhonis, vedis
safari boats 174, 6
yachts 148

bodu beru 106
Boli Mulah 161
books 13-14, see also literature
British occupation

explorers 17, 20, 169
military 20-1, 159, 168, 

169
Buddhist ruins 134, 165, 166
business hours 174

holidays 176-7
butlers 48, 60, 179
butterflyfish 77, 75

C
car travel 186
caves 61, 65
cell phones 180
children, travel with 174-5

activities 98
at resorts 54-5, 60 
food 86

climate 12-13, 175
coffee 86
conservation, see environmental 

issues
consulates 176
coral 40, 41-2, 72, 188, 5, 

6, 76
protection 71

coral stone 34-5
Corbin, George 47
costs 13, 52, 68

tipping 178-9
courses, diving 66-7, 175
cowry shells 17
craftwork 35-6
credit cards 178
cricket 32
cruise operators 59
cruises

diving safari 64
dolphin 53
safari boat 58-9, 174

culture 25-8, 31, 32-3
customs 86

customs regulations 30, 175, 183
cycling 103

D
dance 34
dangers 175
day trips 50, 166
decompression sickness 69-70
Dhaalu 163-4
Dhidhdhoo 147
Dhiffushi 107
Dhivehi 147
dhonis 29, 145-6, 7, 123

chartered 186
Dhoonidhoo 105
disabilities, travellers with 181
dive schools 67

Blue In 115
Crab 141
Delphis 115
Diverland 128-9, 171
Euro-Divers 132, 139, 140
Meridis Diving School 148
Ocean-Pro 110, 111, 137, 

142-3, 155
ProDivers 156, 157
Rasdhoo Atoll Divers 136
Sea-Explorer 103, 131, 153
Soleni Dive School 154
Sun Dive Centre 158
Sun International Diving 

School 164
TGI 139
Werner Lau 114, 143

dive sites 64-6
Addu Atoll 168-9
Ari Atoll 137-8
Baa 152-3
Dhaalu 164
Faafu 162-3
giris 65
kandus 65
Lhaviyani 155-6
Male’ 103
Meemu 161
North Male’ 

Atoll 107-9
Rasdhoo Atoll 134-6
reefs 64-5
South Male’ Atoll 128
thilas 65
Vaavu 159-60
wrecks 65, 66

Index
See also separate index for Resorts (p200).
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L
Laamu 165
lacquer work 35-6, 5
land reclamation 89, 96

Hulhumale’ 45, 104-5
Reethi Rah 125

Latheef, Jennifer 23
legal matters 177
lesbian travellers 176
Lhaviyani 155-8
literature 34, see also books

M
magazines 179
Magoodhoo 161
Mahibadhoo 137
Majeediyya Carnival 96-8
Male’ 88-103, 90-1, 94, 7

accommodation 98-102
beach 96-8
food 100-2
history 89
houses 93
medical services 90-1
self-catering 102
shopping 102
sights 92-6
travel to/from 102-3
travel within 103
walking tour 96-8, 97

Manadhoo 150
manta rays 43
map legend 204
maps 89, 177-8, 10
Maradhoo 170
markets 95, 117
measures 179
Medhu Ziyaarath 94
Medhufushi 161
medical services 90-1, 187

diving 70
Meemu 161
metric conversions, see inside 

front cover
mobile phones 180
Mohammed 30
money 13, 178-9, see also inside 

front cover
cash 178
exchange 179
transfers 178

moorish idol 77, 74
mosques 95, 161-2

Friday Mosque 165

Grand Friday Mosque 93-4, 8
Old Friday Mosque 92-3

motorcycle travel 186
Muleeaage 94
Muli 161
museums

National Museum 93
music 34

N
Naifaru 155
Nalandhoo 150
Napoleonfish 79, 75
Naseem, Evan 22-3
National Museum 93
national parks see Protected Marine 

Areas
newspapers 28, 179
Noonu 150
North Male’ Atoll 106-27, 108

accommodation 109-27
Northern Atolls 147, 149
northern tourism zone 151

O
Old Friday Mosque 92-3
opening hours 174

P
painting 35
parks

Kuda Bandos Reserve 105
Sultan’s park 93

parrotfish 77-8, 74
passports 183
planning 12

children 60
costs 13, 52
day trips 50
resorts 47, 52, 57

plants 40, 118
politics 16, 25, 28

resort boycott 47
polyps 40
population 25, 28
postal services 179-80
poverty 16
prodemocracy 23, 25, 28
Protected Marine Areas 43, 71

R
Raa 150-2
radio 179
Ramazan 31, 176

Rasdhoo Atoll 134-7
reefs 64-5
religion 30-4, see also Islam
resort

activities 50-3
beaches 60
drinks 53-7
entertainment 57-9
etiquette 26
food 53-7, 85-6
information 52, 57, 173-4
ratings 54-5
tourism 51

resort types
diving 49
ecotourism 49
luxury 48, 59-60
nature 48
romantic 49
water villas 48-9

resorts 47, 54-5, 126, 8, 118 see also 
Resorts subindex
Ari Atoll 138-46
North Male’ 109-27
Northern Atolls 148, 152, 153-5, 

156-8
South Male’ 128-33
Southern Atolls 160-1, 163-4, 171

restaurants 100-2, see also food
rock cod 78, 74
Rubbish Island 105

S
safari boat cruises 58-9, 174
sailing 53, 120
scuba diving, see diving
sea levels 44-5
seaplanes 186
sharks 42, 188, 76

reef sharks 78, 74
Shaviyani 150
shipping industry 27
shipwrecks 65, 66, 127, 150, 169
shopping 102
snapper 78, 74
snorkelling 50-1, 61-3

equipment 63
lessons 62-3
safety 63
sites 61-2

soccer 32
song 34
South Male’ Atoll 127-33, 129

accommodation 128-33

diving 50-1, 63-79, 5, 8
costs 68
courses 66-7, 175
emergencies 70
equipment 67-8
insurance 70
planning 57
resorts 49, 54-5
safety 69-70, 175
seasons 12, 66

diving safaris 64
dolphin cruises 53
dolphins 43
drinks 85-7, see also coffee, 

water, wine
driving, see car travel

E
economy 17, 25, 27-8
education 27, 117, 123
El Niño 22, 42
electricity 179
embassies 176
emergencies 70, see also inside 

front cover
entertainment 57-9, 102
environmental issues 37, 43-6

coral bleaching 22, 42
ecotourism 49
endangered species 39-40
environment protection 60, 71
sea levels 16

etiquette 26, 84, 86
exchange rates, see inside front 

cover

F
Faafu 161-3
Faridhoo 148
Fenfushi 137
ferries 186
festivals 176-7
Feydhoo 170
fish 40, 42, see also individual 

species
fish identification guide 72-9
fish market 95, 98
fishing 27, 45, 50, 98, 150, 122
Five Pillars of Islam 30-1
flutemouth 77, 75

Foammulah 166, 167
food 53-7, 84-5, 100-2

etiquette 84, 86
Maldivian 56, 85-6
vegetarian 56, 86

Friday Mosque 165
fruit bats 38
full board 57
fully independent travellers 14, 180

Addu Atoll 167
costs 52
day trips 50
Equator Village 171
Fihalhohi Resort 128-30
Male’ 88

Funadhoo 105

G
Gaaf Alif 165-6
Gaaf Dhaal 166
Gaafaru Falhu 127
Gadhdhoo 165
Gan 159, 169, 170

travel to/from 172
travel within 172

gay travellers 176
Gayoom, Maumoon Abdul 17, 94

Black Friday, & 23, 24
presidency 16, 21-2, 28
tourism, & 17, 37

geography 37-8
geology 38, 41
giris 65
global warming 44-5
Gnaviyani 166-7
Goidhoo 152
gold 36
government 16, 19-20, 21
Grand Friday Mosque 93-4, 8
Guraidhoo 165

H
Haa Alif 147-8
Haa Dhaal 148-50
half-board 57
hawittas 17, 148-50, 165, 

166
health 187-8

diving 69-70
insurance 177
vaccinations 187

herons 39
Heyerdahl, Thor 17, 18, 150, 162, 

165, 166

Himmafushi 106
history 17-24

1988 coup 21
2004 tsunami 23-4, 45
Black Friday 23
British influence 20-1
independence 21
Portuguese rule 18
Thakurufaanu brothers 19
WWII 20

Hithadhoo 170
holidays 13, 176-7
honeymooners 48, 49, 57
hotels 98-102, 174
Hukuru Miskiiy 92-3
Hulhule’ 104
Hulhumale’ 45, 104-5
Hulhumeedhoo 170-1
human rights 22, 23

I
immigration 183
independent travellers, see fully 

independent travellers
inhabited islands 174
insurance 70, 177
Internet access 177
Internet resources 15, 29
Islam 17-18, 25, 30-4, see also 

al Barakat, Abu
customs regulations 30
etiquette 26
Five Pillars of 30-1
holidays 176-7
Mohammed 30
prayer times 31
Ramazan 31, 176

Islamic Centre 93-4
itineraries 92

J
jewellery 36

K
Kaashidhoo 127
Kadhoo 165
Kanditheem 150
kandus 65
Kelaa 148
Keyodhoo 159
Kudabandos 105
Kudahuvadhoo 163
Kuludhuffushi 148
Kumundhoo 148
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Nika Hotel 55, 144
Olhuveli Beach & Spa 55, 131
One & Only Kanuhura 55, 157-8
One & Only Reethi Rah 55, 125
Palm Beach 55, 157
Paradise Island 55, 115
Ranveli Beach Resort 43, 155
Reethi Beach 55, 153
Rihiveli Beach 55, 131-2
Royal Island 55, 153-4

Shangri-La Maldives Resort & Spa 
171-2

Soneva Fushi 55, 154
Soneva Gili 55, 126-7
Summer Island Village 55, 111-12
Sun Island 55, 144
Taj Coral Reef 55, 114-15
Taj Exotica 55, 132-3
Thudufushi 141
Thulhaagiri 55, 110

Vadoo 55, 131
Vakarufalhi 55, 143
Velavaru 55, 164
Velidhu 55, 139
Veligandu 55, 136
Vilamendhoo 55, 143
Villivaru 132
Vilu Reef 55, 164
W Retreat & Spa 145
White Sands Resort & Spa 55, 140

Southern Atolls 159, 160
southern tourism zone 162
spa treatments 51-3, 60
speedboats 186
sports 32-4, see also individual sports
stingrays 43, 78, 188, 75
stonefish 188
storytelling 34
Sultan’s park 93
sunburn 175
surf breaks 80-1, 80, 119

house breaks 81-2
surf travel operators 83
surfing 12, 53, 79-83

surfaris 80, 82
weather 80

surgeonfish 78-9, 75
sweetlips 77, 75

T
taxis 103
teashops 56, 85-6, 100
telephone services 180
tetrapod walls 96
Thaa 165
Thakurufaanu, Mohammed 18, 19

tomb 94-5
Theemuge 97, 117
theft 175
Thilafushi 105
thilas 65
Thoddoo Island 134
time 180, 202-3
tipping 178-9
toilets 180
tourism 51, 168

boycott 47
development 159
economy, & 21, 27
environmental impact 45-6

tour operators 59, 83
tourist information 180
tours 12, 58-9, see also day trips, 

walking tours
travel agents 83, 91-2
travel permits 181
travel to/from the Maldives 183-5
travel within the Maldives 185-6
travellers cheques 179
triggerfish 79, 74
tsunami, effects of 23-4, 37, 45

turtles 39-40, 76
TV 179

U
Ugoofaaru 150
unicornfish 79, 75
Utheemu 148

V
Vaavu 159-61
vacations 13, 176-77
vedis 186, 124
vegetarian travellers 56, 86
Veymandhoo 165
Viligili 103-4
visas 182, see also passports, travel 

permits
visual arts 35

W
walking tours 96-8, 97
water 37, 44, 49, 56, 85
water sports 53, 118, 122 see 

also individual sports
weather 12-13, 175

diving 66
surfing 80

weaving 35, 166
websites, see Internet resources
weights 179
Whale Submarine 95-6
whale watching 53
whales 43
wildlife 38-43, see also individual 

species
wildlife watching 53
windsurfing 53, 6
wine 86
women in the Maldives 32-3
women travellers 182
wood carving 35
wrasse 79, 75

RESORTS
Alimatha Aquatic 54, 161
Anantara 132
Angaga 54, 142
Angsana 50, 54, 116
Asdu Sun Island 109
Athuruga 141
Bandos 54, 110-11
Banyan Tree 50, 54, 116-25
Baros 54, 115-16
Bathala 54, 138
Biyadoo 132

Bodu Huraa 132
Bolifushi 54, 130
Club Faru 113, 119
Club Med Kani 54, 114
Club Rannalhi 54, 130
Coco Palm Boduhithi 127
Coco Palm Dhuni Kolhu 155
Coco Palm Kudahithi 127
Cocoa Island 54, 133
Dhiggiri 54, 160-1
Dhoni Mighili 54, 145-6
Dhonveli Beach 54, 112
Ellaidhoo 54, 139
Embudu Village 54, 128
Equator Village 14, 54, 171
Eriyadu 54, 114
Fihalhohi 54, 129-30
Filitheyo 54, 163
Four Seasons Kuda Huraa 127
Four Seasons Landaa Giraavaru 154-5
Full Moon 54, 113-14
Fun Island Resort 132
Gangehi Island Resort 141
Gasfinolhu 127
Giravaru 109-10
Hakuraa Club 54, 161
Halaveli 54, 139
Helengeli 54, 111
Hilton Maldives 54, 144-5
Holiday Island 54, 140-1
Huvafen Fushi 54, 125-6
Island Hideaway 54, 148
Kandooma 132
Kihaadhuffaru 54, 153
Komandoo 54, 157
Kudarah 55, 144
Kuramathi Blue Lagoon 55, 136
Kuramathi Cottage & Spa 55, 136
Kuramathi Maldives 136
Kuramathi Village 55, 136
Kuredu 55, 156
Kurumba Village 55, 113
Laguna Beach 55, 130
Lily Beach 55, 142-3
Lohifushi 55, 109
Maafushivaru 143-4
Maayafushi 55, 138-9
Machchafushi 55, 143
Madoogali 55, 139-40
Makunudu 55, 112-13
Meedhupparu 55, 152
Meeru 55, 110
Mirihi 55, 141-2
Moofushi 55, 141
Naladhu 132
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