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Wessex

The land of Wessex has a rich past. In prehistoric times, the chalky, grass-covered hills were
inhabited by Stone Age and Bronze Age peoples and here they built their great monuments,
such as Avebury and Stonehenge - magical, mystical sights that still awe visitors today.

In the 9th century, Wessex was one of several British kingdoms, and was ruled most
famously by King Alfred the Great from his capital at Winchester. The name is a derivation
of ‘West Saxons’ — the modern-day counties, elsewhere in Britain, of Essex and Sussex have
similar derivations (although there’s no place called Nossex) — and at its greatest extent the
kingdom of Wessex included much of western and southern England.

In more recent times, the Wessex name was resurrected and immortalised by the author
Thomas Hardy (1840-1928). Hardy based many of his pastoral novels in this part of Britain,
including the much-read Tess of the d’Urbervilles and Far from the Madding Crowd.

Today, Wessex no longer officially exists as a county or a kingdom, but the name is
used as a convenient catch-all for the area covered by the counties of Dorset, Hampshire,
Somerset, Wiltshire and Berkshire, and much of the western Thames Valley.

As in Thomas Hardy’s day, Wessex is still a largely rural region, and there are many oppor-
tunities for walking within easy travelling distance of the popular tourist centres of London,
Salisbury, Winchester and Bath. Most routes are straightforward, often spectacular without
being overbearing, and can be walked at any time of the year. If you're new to walking in
Britain, or just new to walking, Wessex could be a very good place to start.

HIGHLIGHTS

Going mystic at Avebury Stone Circle (p85)

Striding through history, past burial mounds and forts, on The Ridgeway (p83)
Marvelling at audacious early engineering on the Kennet & Avon Canal Path (p80)
Strolling along the leafy banks of the River Thames (p88), Britain’s best-known waterway

Following Roman footsteps on the Clarendon Way (p74) between Salisbury’s and
Winchester's awesome cathedrals
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INFORMATION

This chapter covers a wide area — a good
third of southern England - with four con-
trasting routes suggested as walking tasters:
the shorter Clarendon Way and part of the
Kennet & Avon Canal Path, plus sections
of the timeworn Ridgeway and the bucolic
Thames Path.

Together, these trails make up a fasci-
nating set of walks through varied scenery
and many centuries of history, from the
Neolithic stone circles at Avebury to the
grand designs of the early industrial era.
They will take you along Roman roads, me-
dieval manor houses, through battlefields
and past cathedrals and castles.
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When to Walk

The walks in this chapter can be done at
any time of year, although there’s a better
chance of good weather in the spring, sum-
mer or autumn months (April-October).

Maps & Books

For route planning, Wessex is covered by
three maps in the Ordnance Survey (OS)
Travel Map - Tour 1:100,000 series: No 7
Hampshire, No 9 Dorset & Somerset East
and No 22 Wiltshire. For more detail, maps
covering individual walks in this chapter
are listed in the Planning section of each
route description.

There seems to be no single walking
guidebook for the Wessex region covered
by our chapter. Most ‘Wessex” guidebooks
tend to concentrate on Dorset — for exam-
ple, Walk Dorset by Charles David, with
colour maps and photos, and GPS infor-
mation - and most cash in on Hardy too,
such as Pub Walks in Hardy’s Wessex by
Mike Power and In the Steps of Thomas
Hardy: Walking Tours of Hardy’s England
by Anne-Marie Edwards.

Information Sources
There are many tourist offices in Wessex.
Useful ones near the walks we describe are
listed in the individual route descriptions.
Online, good tourism websites include
www.visitsouthwestengland.com and www
.visit-hampshire.org.uk. Also good is www
.dorsetforyou.com; follow links to ‘Enjoy-
ing’ and ‘Tourism’.

Also worth alook is www.wessex.me.uk —
a slightly homespun but very comprehen-
sive website, centred on Chard in Somerset
but covering the entire Wessex region, with
lots of links and information on subjects
ranging from King Arthur to soccer clubs.

GATEWAYS
Major gateway cities for Wessex include
Bath, Salisbury and Winchester. Although
not in Wessex, Oxford is a handy gateway to
the eastern side of the region and Chelten-
ham is a handy gateway for the northwest.
All these places can be very easily reached
from London and all parts of Britain by
National Express coach and train services.
The main Transport chapter at the end
of this book has more information about
travel around the country, and lists several
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public transport inquiry lines providing
details of both national and local bus and
train services.

THE CLARENDON WAY
Duration 9-11 hours
Distance 27 miles (43.5km)
Difficulty easy

Start Salisbury (opposite)
Finish Winchester (p76)
Transport bus

Summary A long but straightforward walk on
good paths and tracks, through woods, farm-
land and villages, and over rolling hills.

This is an ideal introduction to walking in
Wessex, with a clear route and sense of di-
rection, plus a healthy dollop of history. It
starts and finishes at the ancient cathedral
cities of Salisbury and Winchester, respec-
tively, and takes its name from the medieval
Clarendon Palace, now ruined, which is
passed on the walk a few miles east of Salis-
bury. The route also passes several Bronze
Age tumuli (ancient burial mounds) and
a Civil War battle site, and just for good
measure follows the remains of a Roman
road. There’s even a pyramid.

It’s also a walk through today’s Britain -
a classic southern English landscape of
water meadows, crystal-clear chalk streams,
tranquil woods and farmland, plus cosy
pubs, noble manor houses, neat thatched
cottages, comfortable homes and narrow
country lanes frequented by large, expen-
sive cars.

PLANNING

The Clarendon Way can be walked in either
direction, although going west to east, as
described here, is likely to be more comfort-
able, with the wind (or rain) behind.

Even though the landscape is mostly flat
and undulating, the Way requires nine to
11 hours’ walking, so you’re looking at 10
to 12 hours overall. This can be quite a push
in one day, particularly if you make any
sightseeing pauses, so you may prefer to
do the walk over two days. Access to the
start and finish is good from London, and
it makes an ideal weekend break from the
city, with some comfortable accommoda-
tion options.

Book accommodation online at lonelyplanet.com

WARNING: CLARENDON MARATHON

In early October each year, the Clarendon
Marathon takes place. Thousands of run-
ners cover the route we describe here -
from Winchester to Salisbury - some in
less than four hours. If you want inspira-
tion, come and watch. If you want a quiet
walk, come at another time!

If you’re on a tight budget, though, there
are no camping or hostel options along the
route and you’re forced to do the walk in
one go. In that case it’s worth staying a
night in Winchester, taking the first bus to
Salisbury and walking back, unencumbered
by a large backpack, to spend a second
night. Alternatively, you can do the first 20
miles or so, as far as Farley Mount, then get
a taxi into Winchester.

Maps

Waymarking along the Clarendon Way
is mostly good - the symbol is a bishop’s
mitre (ceremonial hat) — but a map is defi-
nitely required.

The route is covered by the Ordnance
Survey (OS) Landranger 1:50,000 maps
No 184 Salisbury & the Plain and No 185
Winchester & Basingstoke. For more detail,
you’ll need OS Explorer 1:25,000 maps No
130 Salisbury & Stonehenge, No 131 Rom-
sey, Andover & Test Valley and No 132 Win-
chester, New Alresford & East Meon.

Books

The only book on this route is The Test Way
& the Clarendon Way by Barry Shurlock, but
it’s out of print and hard to find - although
some tourist offices may have copies.

Information Sources

There are large and efficient tourist offices at
both ends of the walk - in Salisbury (& 01722-

SALISBURY CATHEDRAL
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334956; www.visitsalishury.com; Fish Row), near Mar-
ket Sq, and Winchester (@ 01962-840500; www
.winchester.gov.uk; The Guildhall, High St; {% closed Sun
Oct-Apr). Both have comprehensive accom-
modation lists and will make free bookings
for you on their patch (ie in the city and
immediate surrounds). For accommoda-
tion outside the area there may be a charge.
These two tourist offices also sell a good
selection of maps and local walking guide-
books. The websites also include walking
information.

Other useful websites include www.visit
salisburyuk.com and www.visitwinchester
.co.uk

NEAREST TOWNS

The ‘nearest towns’ to this route are the cit-
ies of Salisbury (at the start) and Winchester
(at the end) - both of which have many
sleeping and eating options. Places to stay
and eat along the route are detailed in the
walk description.

Salishury

pop 43,335

For many visitors, Salisbury means one
thing: Salisbury Cathedral (7@ 01722-555100;
www.salisburycathedral.org.uk; requested donation adult/
child £4/2), a truly majestic place of worship,
topped by the tallest spire in England. But
there’s more. Markets have been held twice
weekly for more than 600 years and the
stalls still draw large crowds. The town’s
architecture, including some very beautiful
half-timbered buildings, is a blend of every
style since the Middle Ages, while just be-
yond the outskirts stands the ancient site of
0ld Sarum, with remains from the Iron Age
and Roman eras, and a place of council for
William the Conqueror.

SLEEPING & EATING
The busy YHA Hostel ( (@ 0870 770 6018; salishury@
yha.org.uk; Milford Hill; dm £18) is an attractive old

Salisbury Cathedral is, quite simply, one of the most beautiful cathedrals in Britain. The architec-
ture is uniformly Early English, a style characterised by pointed arches, graceful flying buttresses
and a rather austere feel. This uniformity is thanks to its rapid construction, between 1220 and
1266 - a remarkably short time for such a mammoth project in the days before tower-cranes
and reinforced concrete. Inside the cathedral there’s a model of how the medieval construction
site would have looked. Note the wooden scaffolding and not a hard hat in sight.
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building surrounded by gardens, just east
of the city centre. Nearby, just off Millford
Hill, Byways House (@ 01722-328364; www.bed
-breakfast-stonehenge.co.uk; 31 Fowlers Rd; s/d £45/65) is
a good-value, walker-friendly place.

The main street for B&Bs is Castle Rd
(between the inner ring road and Old
Sarum); it’s a busy road but very handy
for the centre. Nearest the city is a cluster
of B&Bs including Leena’s (@) 01722-335419; 50
Castle Rd; d £56-80), Victoria Lodge (@ 01722-320586;
www.viclodge.co.uk; 61 Castle Rd; s/d £50/65); Edward-
ian Lodge (@ 01722 413329; www.edwardianlodge
.o.uk; 59 Castle Rd; d from £54) and Hayburn Wyke
(@ 01722-412627; www.hayburnwykeguesthouse.co.uk;
72 Castle Rd; d from £46).

Salisbury has a wide range of places to
eat, from greasy fast-food outlets to very
fine restaurants; with a quick stroll around
the market square and surrounding streets,
you’ll soon find something to suit your taste
and budget. Of the good pubs doing food,
we like the Haunch of Venison on Minster St
and the Wig & Quill on New St.

GETTING THERE & AWAY

Salisbury is linked by regular National Ex-
press coaches to London and other parts
of the country. For train travel, Salisbury is
effectively on the outer edges of London’s
commuter belt, so there are frequent trains
to/from the capital, as well as to/from the
Midlands and the southern coast of England.
For local transport between Winchester and
Salisbury, see right.

Winchester
pop 41,420
The venerable city of Winchester has a long
and varied history. It was an Iron Age fort,
a Roman town and a Saxon settlement, and
most famously the capital of King Alfred the
Great — making it the most important city
in England for many years until a young
upstart called London took the mantle in
the 12th century.

The top sight here is Winchester Cathedral
(@& 01962-857200; www.winchestercathedral.org.uk; adult/
child £4/free) — though it’s less dramatic on the
outside (and arguably more impressive on
the inside) than its neighbour. According to
tradition, the weather on St Swithin’s feast
day (15 July) dictates the weather for the
next 40 days. A quick prayer here for good
conditions during your walk couldn’t hurt.

Book accommodation online at lonelyplanet.com

The centre has a lively high street, a fas-
cinating array of old buildings and a good
collection of bars and restaurants.

SLEEPING & EATING
As a major stop on the tourist track, Win-
chester has an etremely wide choice of
places to stay - although many get full in
the summer months.

Budget accommodation options include
St Margaret’s (@) 01962-861450; www.winchester
bandb.com; 3 St Michael’s Rd; s/d £30/50), which has
basic accommodation with shared bath-
rooms. More attractive is 29 Christchurch Rd
(3 01962-868661; www.fetherstondilke.com; s £30-50,
d £60-70), an elegant Regency home with a
lovely garden, en suite rooms and great
vegan breakfasts on request. Out of the city
centre, in the St Cross area, Brymer House
(@) 01962-867428; www.brymerhouse.co.uk; 29 St Faith’s
Rd; d £65) offers similar quality, but charges
a £10 supplement for single-night stays on
the weekend.

Also in St Cross, and handy for Clarendon
Way walkers, 67 St Cross Rd ( 3 01962-863002; s/d
£35/55) is an unassuming-looking but wel-
coming place on St Cross Rd near where it’s
crossed by the Clarendon Way. Nearby 54 St
Cross Rd ( (@ 01962-852073; martinblockley@uwclub.net;
s/d £32/52) is another walker-friendly place.
Also just off the route, but back up the hill
near the junction of Romsey Rd and Stan-
more Lane, is charming and peaceful Dawn
Cottage (@ 01962-869956; dawncottage@hotmail.com;
99 Romsey Rd; d £70).

For food, the Bishop on the Bridge (& 01962-
855111; 1 High St; mains £8-10; £%9 lunch & dinner) offers
pub grub, with a pleasant terrace next to
the river. Other pubs we like include the
old-style Eclipse Inn, near the cathedral, serv-
ing homely food in quaint surroundings,
and the eclectically decorated Wykeham Arms
(Kingsgate St) for good beer and meals.

Up a step, Chesil Rectory (@ 01962-851555;
www.chesilrectory.co.uk; 1 Chesil St; lunch £15, 3-course
dinner £49) serves great meals and occupies
the oldest house in Winchester.

For food and drink on the walk, there are
many shops and supermarkets in Winches-
ter city centre.

GETTING THERE & AWAY

Winchester is easily reached by train
from London (one hour, up to 50 services
daily) and many parts of the country, such
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as Southampton (20 minutes, 40 daily),
Brighton (1% hours, four daily), Birming-
ham (2% hours, 12 daily) and Manchester
(four hours, three daily).

National Express (@ 08705 808080; www.national
express.com) coaches link Winchester with
London (two hours) and various other
parts of the country, with frequent services
throughout the day.

To get back to the start of the walk, local
bus 68 runs between Winchester and Salis-
bury (1% hours, roughly every two hours,
less frequently on Sunday); all services go via
Stockbridge, some via Broughton and some
via King’s Somborne.

If travelling by car, Winchester is just off
the M3 motorway, which links Southamp-
ton with London.

THE WALK

Salisbury to Broughton

4-5 hours, 11 miles (17.5km)

The route starts at Salisbury Cathedral and
heads east out of town along Milford St
(the street between the cathedral and Mar-
ket Sq). Begin by following signs for the
YHA hostel (‘Youth Hostel’) - there are
no specific signs for the Clarendon Way.
Go under the inner ring road, up Millford
Hill, down a suburban path called Mill-
ford Hollow and along Millford Mill Rd,
which crosses the River Bourne. Surpris-
ingly quickly, you're out of the city and in
the country.

Keep heading east along a lane called
Queen Manor Rd, and - about 2 miles from
the start of the walk — look out for the first
noticeable waymarks on the right, direct-
ing you onto a path across a field and up
King Manor Hill. Looking behind, the path
points straight back towards the cathedral,
still towering above any other building in
Salisbury.

From the top of the hill, continue through
woodland and pass the ruined remains
of Clarendon Palace where, in 1164, Henry
II hosted an early skirmish in the long
power struggle between crown and church.
Present was the infamous ‘turbulent priest’,
Thomas a Becket, who was killed six years
later in Canterbury at the king’s behest.

At a fork just after the palace, keep
straight on the main track for 100m, then
branch left (do not follow the wider track
that leads eventually to Pitton Lodge) and
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follow narrow footpaths and tracks through
pleasant woodland all the way to the pretty
little village of Pitton. From the crossroads,
head southeast briefly (nearby, the village
shop sells drinks, food and ice creams), pass
the Silver Plough pub, and turn immediately
left (north) into a lane lined with houses.
The lane leads to a path that takes you over
the hill to reach a road opposite the very
attractive flint church in the tiny settlement
of West Winterslow.

Cross the road and go down a track
with the church on your left. Go through
a gate and follow the paths across a couple
of fields (potentially confusing, so keep a
close eye on your map), eventually lead-
ing northeastwards to the village of Middle
Winterslow.

Go through the village to its northern
side, where the route turns sharp right
along a road called the Causeway. This
former Roman road originally ran between
Old Sarum, near Salisbury, and the port of
Clausentum, near Southampton. The map
reading becomes easier for a while - you
pretty much go straight ahead for several
miles - and, now that you've crossed from
Wiltshire to Hampshire, the signposting is
much better, too.

Follow the route of the Roman road
along a track along the northern edge of
Middle Winterslow with fields on your left
and the backs of houses on your right. On
the eastern edge of the village (called The
Common) the route comes down, meets
the tar lane for a few hundred metres, then
rejoins the route of the Roman road down
a gravel track called Eastern Common Hill.
Follow this though a nice section of fields
and woodlands, over a lane, then up the
farm lane to Buckholt Farm. Beyond here,
the Clarendon Way leaves the Roman road,
veering directly east over a hilly area be-
fore descending into the sleepy village of
Broughton.

If it’s time for a rest, Broughton’s fine
brace of pubs, the Greyhound and the Tally Ho,
await the weary walker. There’s also a village
shop. If you plan to spread the walk over
two days, this is pretty much the halfway
point. Local B&Bs include the clean-lined
and modern Old Coach House (@ 0179-
301527; www.ochouse.co.uk; d £50), and the cosy
and historic Yew Tree House (@& 01794-301227;
pandjmutton@onetel.com; s/d £35/56).
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Broughton to King’s Somborne

1 hour, 3 miles (5km)

Before leaving Broughton, take a few mo-
ments to admire St Mary’s Church and the fine
dovecote in its churchyard, demonstrating
that intensive animal rearing is not a new
invention. Battery pigeons were raised in
this circular structure in medieval times,
and 3% tons of young pigeons were slaugh-
tered each year.

The route now leads along Rectory Lane
out of Broughton, over Wallop Brook and
behind some large houses. It then heads
across fields to Houghton, from where a
narrow lane leads to two footbridges across
the crystal-clear waters of the River Test.
A rash of ‘private’ signs indicates that this
is a premier trout stream. If there is one
thing that the English value highly, it’s their
fishing rights, and rumour has it that even
Prince Charles was made to join a waiting
list to gain membership of the local angling
club.

Just after the river, the route crosses an
old railway track, which is part of the Test
Way, another long walking route through
Hampshire. If you want to call it a day,
turn left (north) here along the Test Way
to reach the small town of Stockbridge,
where you can catch a bus to Winchester
or Salisbury. Stockbridge also has several
pubs and B&Bs.

If you're carrying on, go up the steep
hill, then follow the lane down to King’s
Somborne - yet another pretty little village

although, straddling the busy A3057 road,
it’s not as peaceful as others.

If you’re going for the all-in-one-day op-
tion and didn’t stop in Broughton, then you
might be tempted by the Crown Inn at King’s
Somborne - good beer and bar meals will
slake any walking thirst or hunger. Across
the green on the other side of the main
road, the village shop (¥ dosed Sun), with a
bench by the stream, is an alternative spot
for refreshment and rest.

King’s Somborne to Winchester
4%-5% hours, 13 miles (21km)
Leave King’s Somborne on the lane that
heads northeast towards Ashley, then at
the edge of the village take a path on the
right. This leads uphill through fields and
woods to briefly join the Roman road once
again, before zigzagging its way through
more fields and taking you up to the
summit of Beacon Hill. This splendid view
point is topped by a curious, pyramid-like
monument marking the burial place of a
horse that, in 1733, tumbled into a local
quarry during a hunt. Apparently, neither
the horse nor its rider was injured, and the
grateful owner changed his mount’s name
to Beware Chalkpit. The horse would go on
to win several races.

If it’s a weekend, you're likely to meet
a few more horses and a few more peo-
ple as, for the next couple of miles or so,
the route crosses Farley Mount Country Park,
with a rather confusing tangle of walking

paths and bridleways. The Clarendon way-
marks disappear at some junctions but, if
in doubt, follow the bridleway (marked by
red poles with horseshoe symbols) through
the woods. The Clarendon Way once again
meets the Roman road, which is now also
a modern road, then branches off to loop
north and then south past farms and a golf
course.

The country lane becomes a suburban
street as you enter the outskirts of Win-
chester. At a junction with the busy B3040,
go straight onto Stanmore Lane, then im-
mediately right on Oliver’s Battery Rd. Go
along this for 500m, under a busy road,
then past Oliver's Battery, the site where
Cromwell forced the city to surrender
during the Civil War - though today it
looks like a patch of grass surrounded by a
housing estate.

Keep going through the fiddly minor
suburban streets until you reach the open
grassland of Compton Down. Turn sharp
left (almost back the way you have just
come) along a couple of narrow footpaths,
over the main road on a footbridge and
down a narrow sunken track (the remains
of an old road into the city) to finally reach
a railway line, which you cross on a bridge
to meet a main road (the B3335).

Turn right here, then turn left just be-
fore a pub called The Bell. Nearby is St
Cross’ Hospital, a charitable home founded
in 1137 for ‘13 poor impotent men so re-
duced in strength as rarely or never able to

raise themselves without the assistance of
one another’.

From here the Way leads across beauti-
ful water meadows beside the River Itchen,
before going through a series of narrow
streets and arches round ancient Winches-
ter College. At Wolvesey Castle, the official
Clarendon Way goes to the right, through
a little stretch of river-side park, to end at
the City Mill. Nearby is the Bishop on the
Bridge pub, which has a nice terrace over-
looking the river - this may be just the spot
for a celebratory pint and bite. You can
then continue along the main street to end
your walk at the grand door of Winchester
Cathedral.

WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL

Winchester Cathedral was built between
1079 and 1093, shortly after the Norman
Conquest of 1066. Compared with Salis-
bury, the architecture is a mix: in the 13th
century the cathedral was extended in the
Early English style, and from the mid-14th
century the nave was rebuilt in a late Gothic
style called ‘perpendicular’, characterised
by large windows, fan vaults and an empha-
sis on vertical lines. The cathedral’s internal
detail is truly awe-inspiring and outshines
the comparatively mundane exterior. This
makes an interesting contrast with Salis-
bury Cathedral, where the outside is won-
derful and the inside less dramatic.
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THE KENNET & AVON CANAL PATH

Duration 4-5 hours

Distance 10 miles (16km)

Difficulty easy

Start Bath (p110)

Finish Bradford-on-Avon (opposite)
Transport train

Summary A flat and easy waterway walk
through delightful countryside with a good
taste of Britain’s early industrial heritage.

Canals were the railroads and motorways
of their day; busy routes transporting cargo
across the country. Now they’re loved as
tranquil leisure routes for boaters, cyclists
and walkers, and are a great way to stroll
effortlessly through some of Britain’s coun-
tryside. The Kennet & Avon Canal Path is
just such a route, and the walk we describe
here follows one of its most interesting sec-
tions, from the historic city of Bath to the
neat market town of Bradford-on-Avon,
following the canal as it traverses the land-
scape via a fascinating series of bridges,
tunnels and aqueducts. Other attractions
include decorated boats, good bird life and
some very nice canal-side pubs.

PLANNING

This linear walk can be done in either direc-
tion. We describe the route from Bath to
Bradford-on-Avon, assuming you’ll return
to Bath by train. You could, however, over-
night in Bradford-on-Avon, catch the train
to Bath, then walk back.

BARGE BACK IN

lonelyplanet.com

Adding time for lunch and admiring the
aqueducts, you will probably need about six
hours to complete the walk.

Alternatives

If you don’t want to go all the way to Brad-
ford-on-Avon, you can walk as far as Avon-
cliff (8.5 miles from Bath), and from there
catch a train back to Bath.

If you’ve got more time, you can con-
tinue along the canal from Bradford-on-
Avon to Devizes. This provides a change
of scenery - from enclosed river valley to
open farmland - and includes the ‘flight’
of 16 closely stepped locks at Caen Hill,
one of the most spectacular features on
Britain’s entire inland waterway system.
The distance from Bradford-on-Avon to
Devizes is 11.5 miles (18.5km), requiring
another five to six hours of walking. If
you do the extension, it brings the total
distance from Bath to Devizes up to 21.5
miles (34.5km), which most people will
need nine to 11 hours to cover. However,
because the route is flat and easy under-
foot, strong walkers could do it in around
seven or eight hours — not too demanding
on a long summer’s day.

Maps & Books

The OS Landranger 1:50,000 maps No
172 Bristol & Bath and No 173 Swindon &
Devizes cover the route described here. For
more detail on the whole canal and a barge-
ful of very useful information, the Kennet
& Avon Canal Map & Guide, published by
GeoProjects, is highly recommended.

lonelyplanet.com

The Kennet & Avon Walk by Ray Quinlan
covers the whole canal, plus river walks at
either end, from the mouth of the Avon, near
Bristol, to Westminster in central London.

Information Sources

Tourist offices are located at Bath (@) 01225-
477101; www.visitbath.co.uk) and Bradford-on-Avon
(3 01225-865797; www.bradfordonavon.co.uk). A
very handy information source is the site
of the Kennet & Avon Canal Trust (www.katrust.org),
responsible for much of the canal’s resto-
ration work. See also www.bathcanal.com.
For more general information, see www
.waterscape.com/walking.

NEAREST TOWNS

The nearest town to the start of this walk is
the city of Bath (see p110) - regularly linked
to all parts of the country by train and Na-
tional Express coach, and with accommoda-
tion and facilities for all tastes and budgets,
as befits a major tourist destination.

Bradford-on-Avon

Before you catch your train back to Bath
from the end of the walk, there are sev-
eral options in Bradford-on-Avon for food
and drink. Our favourites include the Dandy
Lion pub, the bar at the Swan Hotel (note
the Moulton bicycle hanging on the wall -
it was invented here) and delightful Mr Sal-
vat’s Coffee Room, last modernised in the 17th
century.

GETTING THERE & AWAY

From Bradford-on-Avon, buses go regu-
larly back to Bath, but it’s far easier to use

HISTORY-ON-AVON
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the train, with about 20 trains per day each
way (about 15 on Sunday). For onward
travel, you can also get a bus or train from
Bradford-on-Avon to Salisbury or the south
coast.

GETTING TO/FROM THE WALK
Getting to the start of the walk is easy. With
your back to the Bath Spa train station en-
trance, go right and follow the footpath sign
under the railway arch, then over a foot-
bridge crossing the River Avon. Turn left,
then after 50m turn left again to reach the
start of the canal near the lock gates sepa-
rating it from the river. That’s the tricky
navigational bit over! You keep to the tow-
path now for the rest of the walk.

For transport from the end of the walk,
see left.

THE WALK

Leaving the lock-gates that mark the start
of the Kennet & Avon Canal, you also leave
behind the hubbub of trains and traffic. In-
deed, there’s probably no quieter, or more
attractive, way of leaving Bath.

The towpath sits nicely beside the canal
as you pass a few more lock-gates and grand
Cleveland House, straddling the canal, where
you cross to the opposite bank. Next the
path runs beside Sydney Gardens, once a
very fashionable quarter where two more
bridges were built to hide the lowly narrow-
boats from sensitive aristocrats. It’s worth
leaving the canal briefly for a quick stroll
around.

You soon reach Bathampton (2.5 miles
from the start) where the George Inn serves

The Kennet & Avon Canal was built between 1794 and 1810 to join London and Bristol, two of
the most important ports in the country, by an inland route. The canal linked the River Avon
to the River Kennet, a tributary of the Thames, so that barges called narrowboats, towed by
horses, could carry goods up one river, along the canal, then down the other river. The project
was completed before the days of mechanisation, so most construction was done by workmen
called navigators (‘navvies’) using little more than picks and wheelbarrows.

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, canals had to compete with railways for the move-
ment of fre