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Want more Sleeping recommendations than we could ever pack into this little
ol book? Craving more detail — including extended reviews and photographs?
Want to read reviews by other travellers and be able to post your own? Just make
your way over to lonelyplanet.com/hotels and check out our thorough list of
independent reviews, then reserve your room simply and securely.

SLEEPING

top picks

Hotel St-Merry (p337)

Hatel Minerve (p344)

Hatel Alison (p352)

Terrass Hotel (p357)

Hotel Résidence des 3 Poussins (p353)
Hotel Jeanne d'Arc (p340)

Hotel Muguet (p351)

Hatel des 3 Colleges (p345)

Hotel d’Angleterre (p347)

Hatel La Demeure (p356)




APARTMENTS AT YOUR SERVICE

The following are among the three most popular chains of serviced apartments in Paris.

Apart'hotels Citadines (@ 0 825 333 332, from abroad 01 41 05 79 05; www.citadines.com; ) This
fabulously successful (now international) chain has 17 properties in Paris, including those listed below. Prices vary depend-
ing on the season and the location but, in general, a small studio for two with fully equipped kitchen (fridge, microwave,
dishwasher, crockery and cutlery) for just under a week costs from €103 to €289 per night and a one-bedroom flat sleeping
four costs €175 to €462. For stays longer than six days there’s a discount of 10% to 15%, and for 30 days or more about
20% to 25%. Central branches include: Bastille Nation (Map pp158-9; @ 0140 04 43 50; bastillenation@citadines.com;
14-18 rue de Chaligny, 12e; () Reuilly Diderot); Les Halles (Map p&6; (@ 014039 26 50; leshalles@citadines.com; 4 rue
des Innocents, Ter; (M) Chatelet-Les Halles); Maine Montparnasse (Map pp124-5; @ 0153 9127 00; montpamasse@
citadines.com; 67 av du Maine, 14e; (M) Gaité); Montmartre (Map p169; (@ 01 44 70 45 50; montmartre@citadines
.com; 16 av Rachel, 18¢; (M) Blanche); Opéra Grands Boulevards (Map pp82-3; &) 0140 15 14.00; operaboulevard@
citadines.com; 18 rue Favart, 2e; (M) Richelieu Drouot); St-Germain des Prés (Map pp116-17; (@ 01 44 07 70 00;
stgermain@citadines.com; 53ter quai des Grands Augustins, 6e; (M) St-Michel); and La Tour Eiffel (Map pp166-7; @ 01
5395 60 00; eiffel@citadines.com; 132 blvd de Grenelle, 15¢; (M) La Motte Picquet Grenelle).

Residences FranceLoc (3 04 92 28 38 48; www.franceloc.fr; ) Formally known as France Location (France
Rental), this chain has serviced apartments throughout France, including two in Paris. Daily prices quoted here are for up
to seven nights’ stay; there is a discount of 10% from eight to 27 nights and 20% after that. Résidence Le St-Germain
(Map pp110-11; 01 46 34 22 33; reservation@france-location.fr; 16 rue Boutebrie, Se; 2-person studio €93-119,
4-person apt €143-158; (M) St-Michel) has 11 fully equipped studios and apartments for between two and six people
measuring from 17 to 55 sq metres. Résidence Passage Dubail (Map pp152-3; @& 014489 66 70; residence-dubail@
franceloc.fr; 5-7 Passage Dubail, 10e; 2-person studio €89, 4-person apt €139; (M) Gare de I'Est) has studios and apart-
ments measuring 16 to 30 sq metres, accommodating up to four people.

Adagio City Aparthotel (/&0 825 040 608; www.adagio-city.com; (B)) Called Résidences Pierre &
Vacances until recently, Adagio counts some 10 properties in greater Paris, including the Adagio Montmartre City
Aparthotel (Map p169; 10 place Charles Dullin, 18e; pam@adagio-city.com; 2/3/4 person studios €131/144/169, 1/2
bed apt €205/259; (M) Abbesses), an attractive résidence at the end of a leafy street in the heart of Montmartre with
76 studios and apartments for between two and six people. There's a 10% discount on stays of eight nights or more,

SLEEPING

Paris has a very wide choice of accommodation options, counting some 76,500 beds in 1480
establishments that cater for all budgets throughout much of the city. There are four basic
types: deluxe and top-end hotels, some of which count among the finest in the world; midrange
hotels, many of which have personalities all of their own, and by and large offer very good value
when compared with similarly priced places to stay in other European capitals; adequate but
generally uninspiring budget hotels; and hostels, which run the gamut from cramped, airless
cupboards to party places with bars worth a visit in their own right. In this chapter, accommoda-
tion options are listed according to the sections of the city as outlined in the Neighbourhoods
chapter and appear in budget order, with the most expensive first. Prices are given for rooms
with bathrooms unless otherwise noted.

The city of Paris levies a taxe de séjour (tourist tax) of between €0.20 (camp sites, ‘NN’ or unclas-
sified hotels) and €1.50 (four-star hotels) per person per night on all forms of accommodation.

A note on the icons used in this chapter: Most hotels and hostels in Paris have some form of
internet access available nowadays. We have included an internet icon (&) only if the hotel
has wi-fi (pronounced wee-fee in French) or allows guests to use a terminal in the lobby or
reception area. Some establishments (usually hostels) charge their guests an access fee for this
service, which we have usually noted in the review text.

Most hotels with two or more stars in Paris are equipped with a lift but not much more for
those in wheelchairs. In this chapter most of the hotels marked with a wheelchair icon (&)
have one or two guestrooms fully equipped for disabled guests (bathrooms big enough for a
wheelchair user to turn around in, access door on bath tubs, grip bars alongside toilets etc)
though we’ve included a few with guestrooms on the rez-de-chaussée (ground floor) that can
be accessed by anyone in a wheelchair and may serve at a pinch.

For information about the use of the non-smoking icon (4), see the boxed text, below.
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ACCOMMODATION STYLES
Apartments & Flats

If you are interested in renting a furnished flat
for anything from a night to a month, consult
one of the many agencies listed under the
heading ‘Furnished Rentals’ in the ‘Hotels &
Accommodation’ section of the Paris Convention
& Visitors Bureau (www.parisinfo.com) website. Accom-

WHERE THERE'S SMOKE

The smoking ban that France put in place nation-
wide in January 2008 (p220) includes all public areas
where people congregate — bars, restaurants, night
clubs, hotel lobbies etc. It does not extend to hotel
guestrooms in hotels, which are considered private
rentals in France. Thus nonsmokers will continue to
have to request smoke-free rooms. In this chapter

modation for students and organisations that
arrange it are listed under ‘Young Paris’.

Websites of commercial agencies that let
studios and apartments to visitors, and have
been recommended by both readers and
Lonely Planet staff members, include the fol-
lowing half-dozen:

A La Carte Paris Apartments (www.alacarte-paris
-apartments.com)

Apartment in Paris (www.an-apartment-in-paris.com)
Lodgis.com (www.lodgis.com)

Paris Accommodation Service (www.paris-accommo
dation-service.com)

Paris Apartments Services (www.paris-apts.com)
Paris Attitude (www.parisattitude.com)
Paris Stay (www.paristay.com)

For information about longer-term apartment

and 20% on stays of 28 days or more.

particularly if you're part of a small group,
and don’t feel like emptying the trash yourself.
There are quite a few of them around Paris; for
a partial listing see the boxed text, ahove.

Hotels

Hotels in Paris are inspected by authorities at
département (administrative division of France)
level and classified into six categories — from no
star to four-star ‘L’ (for luxe), the French equiv-
alent of five stars. All hotels must display their
rates, including TVA (VAT; valued-added tax)
both outside the hotel and in guests’ rooms.
Paris may not be able to boast the number
of budget hotels it did a decade or so ago, but
the choice is still more than ample, especially
in the Marais, around the Bastille, near the

a muchness. Remember: the overall consid-
eration at these places is cost, never quality.
Be advised that some budget hotels in Paris
do not accept credit cards.

Breakfast — usually a simple continental
affair of bread, croissants, butter, jam and
coffee or tea, though American-style break-
fast buffets are becoming more popular - is
served at most hotels with two or more stars
and usually costs around €8.

Some hotels in Paris have different rates
according to the season and are noted as such
throughout the chapter. The high season is
(roughly) from April to September while the
low season is from October to March. There
are usually bargains to be had during the late
autumn (say, November) and winter months

the names of hotels bearing a nonsmoking icon d flat rentals in Pari 334 " % ¢ (January and February).
(54) really do have at least a handful of rooms — and Hat rentals i Fans, see p2ot. ;I\l,?gstrgi::g:tvlvoi?ﬁ 211(:: ‘;{itrh:n%r?ﬁg:fv‘;ﬁl};
in the case of several, entire floors — reserved for SERVICED APARTMENTS the designations ‘HT” (Hotel de Tourisme) H OStEIS

those who do not smoke. They are not just places
that make claims to ‘airing out our rooms thoroughly
after guests’ use’.

Serviced apartments - like staying in a hotel
without a lot of the extras — are an excellent
option for those staying longer than a week,

or ‘NN’ (Nouvelle Norme), which signifies
that a hotel is awaiting its rating but remains
of a certain standard of comfort, are much of

Paris is awash with hostels, but such budget
accommodation isn’t as cheap as it used to
be here. Beds under €25 are increasingly
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rare — especially in summer - so two people
who don’t mind sleeping in the same bed
may find basic rooms in budget hotels a less-
expensive proposition. Groups of three or
four will save even more if they share two or
three beds in a budget hotel.

Showers are always free at hostels in Paris,
and rates include a simple breakfast. Internet
access (from about €1 for 15 minutes) is avail-
able at almost all the hostels listed here. If you
don’t have your own sheet bag, sheets can be
rented at most hostels for a one-off charge of
around €3 (plus deposit).

Some of the more institutional hostels
only allow guests to stay a maximum of three
nights, particularly in summer. Places that
have upper age limits (for example, 30 years
old) tend not to enforce them except at the
busiest of times. Only the official auberges
de jeunesse (youth hostels), of which there
are just two in all of Paris, require guests to
present Hostelling International (HI) cards
or their equivalent. Curfew - if enforced - is
generally at lam or 2am.

Homestays & B&Bs

Under an arrangement known as hétes pay-
ants (literally ‘paying guests’) or hébergement
chez habitant (lodging with the occupants
of private homes), students, young people
and tourists can stay with French families. In
general you rent a room and, for an additional
fee, have access to the family’s kitchen in the
evening. Half and full board is also usually
available. For a list of homestay venues see
opposite. Some private language schools (p398)
can arrange homestays for their students.

Bed-and-breakfast (B&B) accommoda-
tion — known as chambres d’héte in French -
has never been anywhere near as popular in
Paris as it has been in, say, London but that
is changing. The city of Paris has inaugurated
a scheme called Paris Quality Hosts (www.hqp.fr) to
encourage Parisians to rent out their spare
rooms. The idea is not just to offer visitors
an alternative choice of accommodation but
to ease the isolation of some Parisians, half
of whom apparently live alone. Expect to pay
anything from €65 a double. Most hosts will
expect you to stay a minimum of three or
four nights.

The following B&Bs are all members of the
Paris Quality Hosts initiative. At least two
have been recommended by readers.

Alcove & Agapes (Alcoves & Feasts; &) 01 44 85 06 05;
www.bed-and-breakfast-in-paris.com)

B&B Paris (@ 0147 34 01 50; www.2binparis.com)

Fleurs de Soleil (Sunflower; &) 06 62 37 97 85; www
fleursdesoleil fr, in French)

Good Morning Paris (@ 01 47 07 44 45; www.good
morningparis.fr)

Longer-term Rentals

Small (15 to 30 sq metres) studios with at-
tached toilet in central Paris start at about €20
per sq metre per month; expect to pay from
about €800 for a one-bedroom flat and €600
for a studio. The per-metre cost theoretically
decreases the larger the place, the further away
it is from the city centre and if it is a walk-up
(ie does not have access to a lift).

Under €500 a month will get you a tiny
garret room with a washbasin but no land-
line telephone, proper cooking facilities or
private toilet. There may not even be a com-
munal shower. These rooms, often occupied
by students, are usually converted chambres
de bonne (maid’s quarters) on the 6th or 7th
floors of old apartment buildings without lifts,
but in decent neighbourhoods.

The hardest time to find an apartment -
especially a cheap one - in Paris is in Sep-
tember and October, when everyone is back
from their summer holidays and students
are searching for digs for the academic year.
Moderately priced places are easiest to find
towards the end of university semesters - ie
between Christmas and early February and
July to September.

If you've exhausted your word-of-mouth
sources (expats, students, compatriots liv-
ing temporarily in Paris), it’s a good idea to
check out the bulletin boards at the American
Church (p408). People who advertise there are
more likely to rent to foreigners, will usually
speak at least some English and might be will-
ing to offer a relatively short-term contract.
Fusac (p405), a free periodical issued every two
weeks, is another good source.

If you know some French (or someone who
does), you'll be able to consult several periodi-
cals available from newsagents: the weekly De
Particulier a Particulier (www.pap.fr; €2.95)
appears on Thursday, while the biweeklies
A Vendre, @ Louer (www.avendrealouer.fr, in
French; €1.50) and Se Loger (www.seloger.com;
€2.30) come out on Monday and Thursday
respectively. You'll have to do your calling in
French, though. If you have access to a phone,
you could place a want ad in De Particulier a
Particulier and have people call you.

FAMILY AFFAIR

Popular with students learning French are pensions de famille, which are similar to B&Bs but more intimate. In 1970 there
were some 400 scattered around the city; today there are a mere nine family guesthouses. Four that come recommended

by the Paris tourist office are the following:

Pension au Palais Gourmand (Map pp116-17; (& 01 45 48 24 15; www.au-palais-gourmand.fr; 3rd I, 120 blvd
Raspail, 6e; s & d €72.50-82.50, tr €107; (M) Vavin or Notre Dame des Champs) The promisingly named ‘At the
Gourmet Palace’ is on a busy street between the Jardin du Luxembourg and Montparnasse and is convenient to

everything. Lunch or dinner is €13. Breakfast is included.

Pension les Marronniers (Map pp116-17; (@ 0143 26 37 71; www.pension-marronniers.com; 78 rue d'Assas, 6e; s
€40-67, d €74-84; (M) Vavin or Notre Dame des Champs; (&) In a pretty building facing the Jardin du Luxembourg,
it has monthly rates at 20% less. Vegetarian meals and ones for those on special diets are also available. Rates
included breakfast, as well as the use of microwave, fridge, washing machine and wi-fi.

Résidence des Palais (Map pp116-17; @& 01 43 26 79 32; www.hotelresidencedupalais.com; 2nd fl, 78 rue d'Assas,
6¢; s/d/tr/q €56/63/78/110; (M) Vavin or Notre Dame des Champs) This luxurious place is in the same building as the
Pension Les Marroniers. Rates are cheaper after four days and still cheaper after a week. Breakfast is included.
Résidence Cardinal (Map pp148-9; (@) 0148 74 16 16; http://pensioncardinal.free.fr, in French; 2nd fl, 4 rue

Cardinal Mercier, 9e; s/d/t €40/55/75; (M) Liege or Place de Clichy) This place is on a quiet street with an old fountain
at the end of it. Doubles with shower and toilet are €10 pricier. Rates include breakfast.

Allé Logement Temporaire (Map pp98-9; & 014272
00 06; www.allo-logement-temporaire.asso.fr; 1st fl, 64 rue
du Temple, 3e; % noon-8pm Mon-Fri; (M) Rambuteau) is
a nonprofit organisation that links property-
owners and foreigners looking for furnished
apartments for periods of one week to one
year. Small furnished studios of 15 to 18 sq
metres cost around €600 per month while
double that size is about €800, depending on
the location. October, when university classes
resume, is the hardest month to find a place,
but over summer and into September it’s usu-
ally possible to rent something within a matter
of days. Before any deals are signed, the com-
pany will arrange for you to talk to the owner
by phone, assisted by an interpreter if neces-
sary. There is a €55 annual membership fee
and, in addition to the rent and one month’s
deposit (paid directly to the owner), you'll pay
a charge of €35 for each month you rent.

RESERVATIONS

During periods of heavy domestic or foreign
tourism - Christmas and New Year, the winter
school holidays (February to March), Easter,
July and August — a hotel reservation can
mean the difference between a bed in a room
and a bench in the park. For really popular
places - think location and/or price - book
several months ahead.

Many hotels, especially budget ones, accept
reservations only if they are accompanied by
des arrhes (a deposit). Some places, especially

those with two or more stars, don’t ask for
a deposit if you give them your credit card
number or if you send them confirmation of
your plans by letter, fax or email in French or
clear, simple English.

Most independent hotels will hold a room
only until a set hour, rarely later than 6pm
or 7pm without prior arrangement. If you’re
arriving later than expected and you haven’t
prepaid or given the hotel your credit-card
details, let the staff know or they might rent
your room to someone else.

The Paris Convention & Visitors Bureau (Office de
Tourisme et de Congrés de Paris), particularly
the Gare du Nord branch (p411) can find you a
place to stay for the night of the day you stop
by and will make the booking for free. The
only catch is that you have to use a credit card
to reserve a room Be warned: the queues can
be very long in the high season.

ROOM RATES

When calculating accommodation costs, as-
sume you'll spend from about a minimum
of €40 for a washbasin-equipped double in a
budget hotel (count on anything up to at least
€70 if you want your own shower). Bear in
mind that you may be charged extra (up to €3)
to use communal showers in budget hotels. If
you can’t go without your daily ablutions, it can
be a false economy staying at such places.
Midrangehotelsin Paris offer some of the best
value for money of any European capital city.
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Hotels at this level always have bathroom fa-
cilities (showers or baths) unless noted oth-
erwise. These hotels charge between €70 and
€160 for a double and generally offer excellent
value, especially at the higher end.

Top-end places run the gamut from taste-
ful and discreet boutique hotels to palaces
with 100plus rooms and will cost two people
€160 or more a night. And brace yourself at
the very top end of the range; according to a
comparison done by the Wall Street Journal
of the price of a Saturday night in the most
expensive suite of a five-star (in this case
four-star ‘L’) hotel in eight cities around the
world, Paris came out tops at €7600 (followed
by New York at €6641, Tokyo at €5450 and
London at €5334).

LOUVRE & LES HALLES

The area encompassing the Musée du Lou-
vre and the Forum des Halles, effectively the
ler and a small slice of the 2e, is very central
but don’t expect to find tranquillity or many
bargains here. But while it is more disposed to
welcoming top-end travellers, there are some
decent midrange places to choose from and
the main branch of a popular hostel can also
be found here.

Both airports are linked to nearby metro
station Chatelet-Les Halles by the RER (Réseau
Express Régional — regional train service).

HOTEL MEURICE Map pps82-3 Hotel €€€
T 01 44 58 10 10; www.meuricehotel.com;

228 rue de Rivoli, 1er; s €620, d €730-910, ste from
€990; (M) Tuileries; ¢ & B &)

With 160 rooms, many of them facing the
Jardin des Tuileries, the Meurice’s gold leaf
and Art Nouveau glass positively glisten,
and its ground-floor restaurant, Le Meurice,
is a mainstay of good taste (in more ways
than one). The domed Le Dali restaurant
with its astonishing canvas and whimsical
furnishings, is a light-hearted addition to
this otherwise bastion of tasteful reserve.

BOOK ACCOMMODATION ONLINE

For more accommodation reviews and recommenda-
tions by Lonely Planet authors, check out the online
booking service at www.lonelyplanet.com. You'll find
the true, insider lowdown on the best places to stay.
Reviews are thorough and independent. Best of all,
you can book online.

HOTEL RITZ PARIS Map pps82-3
@) 0143 16 30 30; www.ritzparis.com;
15 place Vendome, Ter; s & d €730-880, ste from
€970; M) Opéra; 3 B &

So famous it's lent its name to the English
lexicon, the incomparable, the unmistak-
able Ritz has 161 sparkling rooms and
suites. Its L'Espadon restaurant has a Michelin
star and the Hemingway Bar (p285) is where the
American author imbibed once he’d made
a name for himself. It's equally celebrated
for its cooking school (p398).

Hotel €€€

HOTEL COSTES Map pp82-3 Hotel €€€
@) 0142 44 50 00; www.hotelcostes.com;

239 rue St-Honoré, 1er; s & d €400-850, ste from
€1250; M) Concorde; (62 ) &)

Jean-Louis Costes’ eponymous caravanserai
remains an ‘extravagant luxury hotel popu-
lar with the jet-set’ (or so says Michelin).
Outfitted in the signature Second Empire
colours of purple and gold with a Byzan-
tine twist, this 82-room hotel is still very
much a darling of the rich and famous. A
delightful restaurant takes pride of place in
the statue-strewn central courtyard in the
warmer months; the basement pool, with
Art Deco-ish lounge chairs and lighting, is
gorgeous; and the bar and its groovy music
compilations are legendary.

GRAND HOTEL DE CHAMPAIGNE
Map p86 Hotel €€€
7 01 42 36 60 00; www.hotelchampaigneparis
.com; 17 rue Jean Lantier, 1er; s €155-180, d & tw
€189-235, tr €210-235; (M) Chatelet; £ (&)
This very comfortable, three-star hotel is
housed in the former Hotel des Tailleurs,
a stonecutters’ mansion built in 1562 on
a quiet street between rue Rivoli and the
Seine. Some of the 43 guestrooms (eg
the Louis Xlll-style room) are almost over
the top but, well, this is Paris. Enjoy.

HOTEL THERESE Map pp82-3

0142 96 10 01; www.hoteltherese.com;
5-7 rue Thérése, 1er; s €150, d & tw €180-250;

(M) Pyramides; (3 @

From the same people who brought you the
Hotel Verneuil (p350) the Thérése also has chic
individually decorated rooms - in this case
43 of them in eight basic colours. The décor
is classic yet eclectic; larger rooms have tubs
while smaller ones (and they are small) have
showers. We love the linen panels on the
windows that diffuse the light so nicely.

Hotel €€€

HOTEL BRITANNIQUE Map ps6 Hotel €€€
@) 0142 33 74 59; www.hotel-britannique.fr;

20 av Victoria, Ter; s €147, d €178-205; tr €233, ste
€263-306; (M) Chatelet; X (&3

With all the plaid here and the panelled,
library-like lounge, you'd be excused for
thinking you'd hopped over what the French
called La Manche (‘Sleeve’, or English Chan-
nel). Still, the 39-room ‘Britannic’ remains a
Gallic oasis above the brouhaha of Chatelet,
and the rooms on the upper floors, some of
which have balconies, look straight down to
a row of plane trees. It's an excellent choice
if you want to be near everything.

LE RELAIS DU LOUVRE Mapp86  Hotel €€€
@) 0140 41 96 42; www.relaisdulouvre.com;

19 rue des Prétres St-Germain I’Auxerrois, 1er;

s €108, d & tw €165-198, tr €212, ste €237-430;

(M) Pont Neuf; 2 B

If you are someone who likes style but

in a traditional sense, choose this lovely
21-room hotel just west of the Louvre and
south of the Eglise St-Germain I'Auxerrois.
The 10 rooms facing the street and the
church are on the petite side; if you are
looking for something more spacious, ask
for one of the five rooms ending in a ‘2’
and looking onto the garden/patio. Room 2
itself has access to the garden.

HOTEL ST-MERRY Map p86

T 0142 78 14 15; www.hotelmarais.com;
78 rue de la Verrerie, 4e; d & tw €160-230, tr €205-
275, ste €335-407; (M) Chatelet; (&)

The interior of this 11-room hostelry,

with beamed ceilings, church pews and
wrought-iron candelabra, is a neogoth’s
wet dream; you have to see the architec-
tural elements of room 9 (flying buttress
over the bed) and the furnishings of 12
(choir-stall bed board) to believe them. On
the downside there is no lift connecting the
postage-stamp lobby with the four upper
floors, and it has no mod cons to speak of
except for recently introduced wi-fi.

Hotel €€

HOTEL VIVIENNE Map pp82-3 Hotel €€
3 01 42 33 13 26; www.hotel-vivienne.com;

40 rue Vivienne, 2e; s €60-114, d & tw €75-114;

(M) Grands Boulevards; X (&

This stylish hotel is amazingly good value
for Paris. While the 45 rooms are not huge,
they have all the modcons (some even
boast little balconies), and the public areas
are bright and cheery.

PRICE GUIDE

The symbols below indicate the cost per night of a
standard double room in high season.

€ under €70
€€ €71-160
€€€ over €160

HOTEL DE LILLE Map p86 Hotel €
T 01 42 33 33 42; www.heoteldelille.net; 8 rue de
Pélican, Ter; s €35-38, d €43-50, tr €65-75;

(M) Palais Royal-Musée du Louvre; (X

This old-fashioned but spotlessly clean
13-room hotel is down a quiet side street
in a 17th-century building. A half-dozen of
the rooms have just a washbasin and bidet
(communal showers cost €3), while the rest
have en suite showers. The friendly and
helpful manager speaks good English.

CENTRE INTERNATIONAL DE SEJOUR
BVJ PARIS-LOUVRE Map p86 Hostel €
0153 00 90 90; www.bvjhotel.com; 20 rue Jean-
Jacques Rousseau, 1er; per person dm €28, d €30;
(M) Louvre-Rivoli; ¢ &)

This modern, 200-bed hostel run by the
Bureau des Voyages de la Jeunesse (Youth
Travel Bureau) has doubles and bunks in a
single-sex room for four to 10 people with
showers down the corridor. Guests should
be aged 18 to 35. Rooms are accessible
from 2.30pm on the day you arrive and all
day after that. There are no kitchen facili-
ties. There is usually space in the morning,
even in summer, so stop by as early as you
can. All rooms are nonsmoking and inter-
net access is available for €1 for 10 minutes.
The Centre International de Séjour BVJ Paris-Quartier
Latin (Map pp110-11; (& 0143 29 34 80; 44 rue des Ber-
nardins, Se; per person dm €28, s/d €42/32; (M Maubert
Mutualité), its sister-hostel on the Left Bank,
has 100 beds in singles, doubles and single-
sex dorm rooms for four to 10 people. All
rooms have showers and telephones, and
rates include breakfast.

MARAIS & BASTILLE

The Marais is one of the liveliest parts of
the Right Bank and its top-end hostels are
among the city’s finest. Despite massive
gentrification in recent years, there are also
some less expensive hotels left and the choice
of lower-priced one- and two-star hotels
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top picks

BOUTIQUE HOTELS

Hotel La Manufacture (p356)
Le Général Hotel (right)
Mayet Hotel (p348)

Hotel du Petit Moulin (below)
Kube Hatel (p357)

Select Hotel (p343)

remains excellent. East of the Bastille, the
relatively untouristy 11e is generally made
up of unpretentious working-class areas and
is a good way to see the ‘real’ Paris up close.
Two-star comfort there is less expensive than
in the Marais.

MURANO URBAN RESORT

Map pp92-3 Boutique Hotel €€€
)01 42 71 20 00; www.muranoresort.com;

13 blvd du Temple, 3e; s €360, d €440-650, ste
€750-1200; (M) Filles du Calvaire; (¢ 2 @ &
This 52-room ‘urban resort’ south of place
de la République wears a classical 19th-
century exterior but has the 21st century
inside. And with public areas like a new spa
with heated pool, a courtyard restaurant
under glass, a cool jazz bar with DJ, and
bedrooms that allow you to change their
colour scheme, it might even be the 22nd.

HOTEL DU BOURG TIBOURG

Map pp98-9 Boutique Hotel €€€
T 01 42 78 47 39; www.hoteldubourgtibourg.com;
19 du Bourg Tibourg, 4e; s €180, d €230-260, ste
€360; (M) Hotel de Ville or St-Paul; &2 (@)

This stunning 30-room boutique hotel is

in the Hotel Costes stable and was also
done up by liber-designer Jacques Garcia.
The result is romantic ‘French’ neogothic
combined with Orientalia. Be aware that
this place is built more for romance than
business; rooms are not particularly large,
except for the one suite.

HOTEL DU PETIT MOULIN

Map pp98-9 Boutique Hotel €€€
@) 0142 74 10 10; www.hoteldupetitmoulin

.com; 29-31 rue du Poitou, 3e; r €180-280, ste €350;
(M) Filles du Calvaire; (2

Oh, brave new world! This scrumptious
boutique hotel (OK, we're impressed that

it was a bakery at the time of Henri IV) was
designed from top to bottom by Christian
Lacroix and features 17 completely differ-
ent rooms. You can choose from medieval
and rococo Marais sporting exposed beams
and dressed in Toile de Jouy wallpaper, to
a more modern quartier with contemporary
murals and heart-shaped mirrors just this
side of kitsch. ‘The Little Mill’ is a wonderful
new addition to the northern end of the
Marais and highly recommended.

LE GENERAL HOTEL

Map pp94-5 Boutique Hotel €€€
0147 00 41 57; www.legeneralhotel.com; 5-7
rue Rampon, 11e; s €143-163, d €173-203, tr €203-
233, ste €243-273; (M) République; X 69 B &)
This 48-room hotel is a symphony in white
on the outside and bonbon box of cherry
and chocolate tones within. The hotel's
décor is fresh and fun, and the rooms are
beautifully furnished. The light ‘sculpture’

in the bar off the lobby is memorable and
amenities include a fitness centre and sauna.

CASTEX HOTEL Map pp92-3 Hotel €€
@ 0142 72 31 52; www.castexhotel.com; 5 rue Cas-
tex, 4e; s/d €120/150, ste €220; (M) Bastille; ¢ (@)
Equidistant from the Bastille and the Ma-
rais, the 30-room Castex has modernised
but managed to retain some of its 17th-
century elements, including a vaulted stone
cellar used as a breakfast room, terracotta
tiles on the floor and Toile de Jouy wall-
paper. Try to get one of the independent
rooms (1 and 2) off the lovely patio; No 3 is
a two-room suite or family room.

HOTEL BASTILLE DE LAUNAY

Map pp94-5 Hotel €€
@) 01 47 00 88 11; www.paris-hotel-launay.com;
42 rue Amelot, 11e; s €110, d €140-160; (M) Chemin
Vert; B

This 36-room hotel offers good value due
to its central location just up from place de
la Bastille. Rooms are smallish and much of
a muchness, with classic two-star furnish-
ings and carpets. Rooms ending in 1’ face
quiet rue Amelot and the steps up to busy
blvd Beaumarchais.

HOTEL DU VIEUX SAULE

Map pp92-3 Hotel €€
@ 014272 01 14; www.hotelvieuxsaule.com;

6 rue de Picardie, 3e; s €120, d €140-160, tr €180;
(M Filles du Calvaire; X (&2

This flower-bedecked 28-room hostelry in
the northern Marais is something of a ‘find’
because of its slightly unusual location. The
hotel has a small sauna, there is a tranquil
little garden on full display behind glass off
the lobby. Breakfast is served in the 16th-
century vaulted cellar.

AUSTIN’S ARTS ET METIERS
HOTEL Map pp92-3

T 014277 17 61; www.hotelaustins.com;
6 rue Montgolfier, 3e; s/d €108/148; (M) Arts et
Métiers; (X

This three-star hotel southwest of place

de la République and hard by the Musée des
Arts et Métiers (p97) stands out primarily for its
warm welcome and excellent service. The

29 rooms are minimally furnished but at-
tractively done up in reds, yellows and blues.
The brightest rooms face the street, while
the largest ones overlook the courtyard.
Choose 12 if, like us, you like a bathroom
with a window. There is a sister hotel, Austin’s
St-Lazare Hotel (p353) opposite Gare St-Lazare.

Hotel €€

HOTEL BASTILLE SPERIA

Map pp94-5 Hotel €€
T 01 42 72 04 01; www.hotel-bastille-speria.com;
1 rue de la Bastille, 4e; s €103-131, d €135-160, tw
€152-170; (M) Bastille; (¢3)

This 42-room hotel is within spitting dis-
tance of place de la Bastille offers good
value for its location. The rooms are noth-
ing to write home about but some of them
(103, for example) sit on the corner and
boast two windows. Bathrooms are modern
and relatively large.

HOTEL CARON DE BEAUMARCHAIS
Map pp98-9 Boutique Hotel €€
T 0142 72 34 12; www.carondebeaumarchais
.com; 12 rue Vieille du Temple, 4e; r €125-162;

M) St-Paul; (X ¢ @

Decorated like an 18th-century private
house contemporary with Beaumarchais,
who wrote Le Mariage de Figaro (The Mar-
riage of Figaro) at No 47 on this street, this
award-winning themed hotel has to be seen
to be believed. The small, museum-quality
lobby, with its prized 18th-century piano-
forte, gaming tables and original Beaumar-
chais manuscripts, sets the tone of the place.
The 19 rooms aren’t huge but are positively
dripping in brocade, furniture decorated
with tracery, and ormolu-framed mirrors.
The welcome can verge on the scary.

HOTEL DE LA BRETONNERIE
Map pp98-9

@) 0148 87 77 63; www.bretonnerie.com;
22 rue Ste-Croix de la Bretonnerie, 4e; s & d €125-
160, ste €185-210; (M) Hotel de Ville;

This is a very charming three-star hotel in
the heart of the Marais nightlife area dat-
ing from the 17th century. The décor of
each of the 22 rooms and seven suites is
unique, and some rooms have four-poster
and canopy beds.