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About this book

Rough Guides are designed to be good to read and easy to use. The book is
divided into the following sections, and you should be able to find whatever
you need in one of them.

The introductory colour section is designed to give you a feel for Turkey,
suggesting when to go and what not to miss, and includes a full list of
contents. Then comes basics, for pre-departure information and other
practicalities.

The guide chapters cover Turkey in depth, each starting with a highlights
panel, introduction and a map to help you plan your route.

Contexts fills you in on history, music and books while individual colour
sections introduce food and drink and outdoor activities. Language gives
you an extensive menu reader and enough Turkish to get by.

The book concludes with all the small print, including details of how to
send in updates and corrections, and a comprehensive index.

This seventh edition published June 2010.

The publishers and authors have done their best to ensure the accuracy and currency of all the

information in The Rough Guide to Turkey, however, they can accept no responsibility for any loss,
injury, or inconvenience sustained by any traveller as a result of information or advice contained
in the guide.
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Introduction to

lurkey

With its unique mix of the exotic and the familiar, visiting

Turkey can be a mesmerizing experience. More than

the “bridge between East and West” of tourist-brochure

cliché, the country combines influences from the Middle

East and the Mediterranean, the Balkans and central Asia.

Invaded and settled from every direction since the start

of recorded history, its contradictions and fascinations

persist. Mosques coexist with churches, Roman theatres

and temples crumble not far from ancient Hittite cities

and dervish ceremonies or gypsy festivals are as much a

part of the social landscape as classical music concerts or

avidly attended football matches.

i@ TS (R Another facet of Turkey that makes it such
2? = a rewarding place to travel is the Turkish
, people, whose reputation for friendliness and

hospitality is richly deserved; indeed you risk

causing offence by declining invitations and find
yourself making friends through the simplest
of transactions. Of course at the big resorts and
tourist spots this can simply be the pretext to
selling you something, but in most of the country the warmth and generosity
is genuine — all the more amazing when much recent Turkish history saw
outsiders mainly bringing trouble in their wake.

Politically modern Turkey was a grand experiment, largely the creation of
one man — Kemal Atatiirk. Endowed with fervent patriotism and superhuman
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energy he salvaged the Turkish state
from the wreckage of the Ottoman
Empire and defined it as a modern,
secular nation — his statue gazes
down from public squares across the
land. While the country’s secular
status remains intact for now,
most of the inhabitants are at least
nominally Muslim and Turkey’s
heritage as home to the caliphate
and numerous dervish orders, plus
contemporary Islamist movements,
still often deflects its moral compass
south and east rather than northwest.

In spite of official efforts to enforce
a uniform Turkish identity, the
population is remarkably hetero-
geneous. When the Ottoman
Empire imploded, large numbers
of Muslim Slavs, Kurds, Greeks,
Albanians, Crimean Tatars, Azeris,
Daghestanlis, Abkhazians and
Circassians — to name only the

most numerous non-Turkic groups

e Turkey’s total area is a vast
814,578 sq km (97 percent in
Asia, 3 percent in Europe). A
8333-kilometre coastline is
lapped by four seas: the Mediter-
ranean, the Aegean, the Marmara
and the Black Sea. Numerous
peaks exceed 3000m, the highest
being 5165-metre Ararat (Agr
Dagi). Largest of many lakes is
Lake Van (3713 sqg km) in the

far southeast. The three longest
rivers wholly in Turkey — the
Kiziirmak, Yesilirmak and Sakarya
— flow into the Black Sea.

e The population of over 70
million is 98 percent Muslim
(Sunni or Alevi), with dwindling
religious minorities of the
Armenian Apostolic or Catholic,
Greek Orthodox, Syrian Orthodox
and Jewish faiths. Besides
standard Turkish, two dialects

of Kurdish are widely spoken;
other languages heard include
Arabic, Laz, Circassian, Albanian,
Macedonian, Bulgarian, Romany
and Greek. Well over half the
inhabitants live in cities; the four
largest are istanbul, Ankara (the
capital), izmir and Adana.

e Since 1922 Turkey has been

a republic. The single-chamber
Grand National Assembly (Buylk
Meclis) in Ankara has 550 seats,
and the president is elected by
this parliament. Both, however,
are answerable to a National
Security Council dominated by
elements of the armed forces.

e Since 1950 the Turkish
economy has often been in
crisis, with inflation devaluing the
currency. The most important
foreign-exchange earners are
tourism, clothing and food.

NOILINAOYLNI
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— streamed into Anatolia, the safest refuge in an age of anti-Ottoman

nationalism. This process has continued in recent years from formerly Soviet
or Eastern Bloc territories, so that the diversity endures, constituting one of
the surprises of travel in Turkey. Another obvious aspect is the youthfulness
of the country: more than half the population is under 30, something

borne out in the legions of young people working in coastal resorts, and
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the shoals of school kids surging through city streets. This brings with it a
palpable dynamism but also its fair share of problems, not least high youth
unemployment and disparate educational opportunities.

In terms of physical attractions, a huge part of Turkey’s appeal lies in
its archeological sites, a legacy of the bewildering succession of states
— Hittite, Urartian, Phrygian, Hellenistic, Roman, Byzantine, Armeno-
Georgian — that held sway here before the twelfth century. From grand
Classical cities to hilltop fortresses and remote churches, some still
produce exciting new finds today. There is also, of course, a vast number
of graceful Islamic monuments dating from the eleventh century
onwards, as well as intriguing city bazaars, still hanging on despite the
new wave of chain stores and shopping malls. Modern architecture is
less pleasing — an ugliness manifest at most coastal resorts, where it can
be hard to find a beach that matches the tourist-board hype. Indeed it’s
inland Turkey — Asiatic expanses of mountain, steppe, lake, even cloud-
forest — that may leave a more vivid memory, especially when accented by
some crumbling kervansaray, mosque or castle.

21081 <7
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Turkish identi ?

Turkey is keen to be accepted on
equal terms by the West. Long
the only NATO member in the
Middle East and uniquely among
Muslim countries on good terms
with Israel, it is a major recipient
of US military aid. Since late 2005
Turkey has also been a candidate
for EU membership, the potential
culmination of a modernization
process begun during the
nineteenth century.

Yet staggering disparities
in development and income
levels persist, one of several
issues worrying potential EU
partners. istanbul boasts clubs
as expensive and exclusive as any in New York or London, while
town-centre shops across western Anatolia are full of imported luxury
goods, but in much of the chronically underdeveloped eastern interior,
standards and modes of living have scarcely changed from a century
ago. It’s still debatable whether Westernization has struck deep roots
in Turkish culture, or rather extends no further than a mobile-phone-
and credit-card-equipped urban elite.

Where to go

estern Turkey is both the more economically developed and far

more visited part of the country. Istanbul, straddling the straits

linking the Black and Marmara seas, is touted as Turkish mystique

par excellence, and understandably so: it would take weeks to
even scratch the surface of the old imperial capital, still the country’s cultural
and commercial hub. Flanking it on opposite sides of the Sea of Marmara are
the two prior seats of the Ottoman Empire, Bursa and Edirne, each with
their monumental attractions and regal atmosphere. Beyond the Dardanelles
and its World War I battlefield cemeteries lie Turkey’s two Aegean islands,
Gokgeada and Bozcaada, popular for their excellent beaches, lingering Greek-
ethnic identity and (except in midsummer) tranquillity.

Further south, the Classical character of the North Aegean is epitomized
by olive-swathed landscapes around Bergama and Ayvalik, the region’s star
attractions. The old Ottoman princely training-ground of Manisa and ancient
Sardis at the foot of Bozdag also make a fine pair, although Izmir is merely
the functional introduction to the Central and Southern Aegean, a magnet
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for travellers since the eighteenth century. Celebrated Ephesus overshadows
in visitors’ imaginations the equally deserving ancient Ionian sites of Priene
and Didyma, or the intriguing ruins of Aphrodisias and Labranda in old
Caria. Don’t overlook evocative hill towns like Sirince or Birgi, still existing
in something of an Ottoman time-warp. Also inland are tranquil, islet-dotted
Bafa Golii, the architectural showcase town of Mugla and the circus-like but
compelling geological oddity of Pamukkale, its travertine formations abutting
Roman Hierapolis. Be warned that the coast itself is heavily developed,
though its star resorts — of which Datca is perhaps the quietest and Bodrum
the most characterful — make comfortable bases.

Beyond the huge natural harbour at Marmaris, the Aegean gradually
becomes the Mediterranean, the shore increasingly convoluted and piney.
Coastal cruises are popular and easily arranged in brazen Marmaris or more
manageable Fethiye, principal town of the Turquoise Coast. Two of
Turkey’s finest beaches sprawl at Dalyan and Patara, near the eerie tombs
of the Lycians, the fiercely independent locals of old. Further east, Kas and
Kalkan are busy resorts, good for resting up between explorations of the
mountainous hinterland. Beyond relatively untouched Cirali beach, at ancient
Olympos, sprawling Antalya is Turkey’s fastest-growing city, at the begin-
ning of the Mediterranean Coast proper. This is graced by extensive sands
and archeological sites — most notably Perge, Side and Aspendos — though
its western parts get swamped in season. Once past castle-topped Alanya,
however, tourist numbers diminish, and numerous points of interest between
Silitke and Adana include Roman Uzuncaburg plus the romantic offshore
fortress at Kizkalesi. Further east, Arab-influenced Antakya is the heart of the

Hatay, culturally part of Syria.

09 01 343IHM
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Storks

Between April and September,
storks are a common sight
across Turkey, which forms a
stopover between the birds’
winter quarters in Africa and
their summer habitat in the
Balkans and central Europe.
The clattering of the birds’
beaks is an equally common
sound. Storks mate for life, and
the breeding pairs — of which
around 30,000 are believed

to visit Turkey — often return

to the same nest year after
year to raise new chicks. They
are considered lucky in both
Christian and Islamic belief, and
rarely harmed, being dubbed
“pilgrim birds” in Turkish; some
municipalities even go so far
as to build special platforms to
augment the stork’s favourite
nesting perches which range
from chimneys and minarets to
utility poles.

Inland in South Central
Anatolia, the rock-hewn churches,
subterranean cities and tuff-pinnacle
landscapes of Cappadocia await
you. The dry, salubrious climate,
excellent local wine, artistic and
architectural treasures, plus horse-
riding or hot-air ballooning oppor-
tunities could occupy you for ten
days, including a stop in Kayseri
— with its bazaar and tombs — on
the way north. En route to or from
the coast, you might also pause
at historic Egirdir or Beysehir —
fronting two of the numerous
lakes that spangle the region — or
in Konya, renowned for both its
Selguk architecture and associations
with the Mevlevi dervishes.

Ankara, Turkey’s capital, is a
planned city whose contrived
Western feel gives concrete (in all
senses) indication of the priorities
of the Turkish Republic; it also
features the outstanding Museum of
Anatolian Civilizations. Highlights
of surrounding North Central
Anatolia include the bizarre,
isolated temple of Aezani, near
Kiitahya; the Ottoman museum-
town of Safranbolu; exquisitely
decorated early Turkish monuments
in Divrigi; and remarkable Hittite
sites at Hattusas and Alacahdyiik. If
you're travelling north to the Black
Sea, pause in the Yesilirmak valley
towns of Sivas, Tokat and Amasya,
each with its quota of early Turkish
monuments. The Black Sea shore
itself is surprisingly devoid of archi-
tectural interest other than a chain
of Byzantine-Genoese castles, but
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the lush landscape goes some way to compensate. The oldest, most interesting
towns are Sinop, the northernmost point of Anatolia, and Amasra, the latter
easily reached from Safranbolu. East of Sinop, a four-lane highway brings you
to fabled Trabzon, once the seat of a Byzantine sub-empire and today conven-
ient for Aya Sofya and Sumela monasteries.

The Ankara—Sivas route poises you for the trip along the Euphrates River
into the “back half” of Turkey. First stop in Northeastern Anatolia is
likely to be Erzurum, highest and bleakest major city of Turkey, from where
you can head on to visit the temperate, church-studded valleys of southern
medieval Georgia or go trekking in the Kackar mountains — Turkey’s most
popular hiking area — walling off the area from the Black Sea. Kars is mainly
visited for the sake of nearby Ani, the ruined medieval Armenian capital,
and various other Armenian monuments in the area — though many of these
require some resourcefulness to seek out.

South of here, the Euphrates and Tigris Basin have a real Middle Eastern
flavour in all senses. Booming Gaziantep, the region’s gateway, offers a world-
class collection of Roman mosaics, an atmospheric old quarter and Turkey’s
spiciest cuisine. Further east, biblical Urfa is distinguished by its colourful
bazaar and sacred pool, while cosmopolitan, hilltop Mardin overlooks the
vast Mesopotamian Plain. The major local attraction, however, living up to
its tourist-poster hype, is a dawn or sunset trip to Nemrut Dag1’s colossal
ancient statues. Between Mardin and Nemrut Dagi, teeming, ethnically
Kurdish Diyarbakir nestles inside medieval basalt walls. The terrain becomes
increasingly mountainous as you head towards the Iranian frontier, an area
dominated by the unearthly blue, alkaline expanse of Lake Van. Urartian,
Selcuk and Armenian monuments abound within sight of the water, in

particular the exquisite, restored Armenian church on picturesque Akdamar
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islet. The east-shore city of Van is notable for its massive camel—shaped rock
punctured with ancient tombs. Beyond Van looms the fairy-tale Kurdish
castle of Hosap, while just outside of Dogubeyazit, another isolated folly, the
Isak Paga Saray, stands at the very end of Turkey.

When to go

mong coastal areas, Istanbul and the Sea of Marmara shores have
a relatively damp, Balkan climate, with muggy summers and cool,
rainy (though seldom snowy) winters. These areas get crowded
between late June and early September. Also busy in summer are the
popular Aegean and Mediterranean coasts which can be uncomfortably
hot during July and August, especially between Izmir and Antakya, where
the heat is tempered only slightly by offshore breezes. Perhaps the best time
to visit these regions is spring or autumn, when the weather is gentler and the
crowds thinner. Late October and early November feature the pastirma yaz1
or “Indian summer”, an idyllic time here. Indeed, even during winter, the
Turquoise and Mediterranean coasts are — except for rainy periods in January
and February — still fairly pleasant, and beyond Alanya up to the Hatay,
winters can be positively balmy, though you may not be able to brave the
water. The Black Sea is something of an anomaly, with exceptionally mild
winters for so far north, and rain likely during the nine coolest months of the
year, lingering as mist and subtropical humidity during summer.
Cut off from the coast by mountains, Central Anatolia is mostly semi-arid

steppe, with a bracing climate — warm but not unpleasant in summer, cool and




Most camels in Turkey are simply
tourist attractions, used for
pleasure rides or as photographic
props in places like Pamukkale
and Side. It wasn’t always so,
however. Camel caravans once
crisscrossed most of Anatolia,
transporting gemstones, spices
and woven finery. Before the
Balkan Wars of 1912-13, they
extended northwest as far as
Bosnia, beyond which the beasts
fell ill due to the damp central European climate. One quintessentially
Turkish use of camels is for sport, more specifically camel wrestling.
The bizarre sight of male camels in rut, butting and leaning on each other
(their mouths are bound to prevent biting) draws vast crowds across

the western Aegean region and there’s even a camel wrestling league.

In Muslim folklore the perceived haughty demeanour of the animals is
attributed to their knowledge of the hundredth, mystical epithet of Allah —
humans only know the conventional ninety-nine.

fairly dry in winter, which lasts approximately from late November to late
March. Cappadocia in particular makes a colourful, quiet treat during spring
and autumn — or even in December, when its rock formations dusted with
snow are especially beautiful. As you travel east, into Northeast Anatolia and
around Lake Van, the altitude increases and conditions become deeply snowy
between October and April, making late spring and summer by far the best
(in some cases the only practical) time to visit. In the lower Euphrates and
Tigris Basin, a more pronounced Middle Eastern influence exerts itself, with
winters no worse than in central Anatolia but torrid summers — and without

the compensation of a nearby beach.

Average midday temperatures in °C &°F

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Avtemp (°C)/(°F) ~ 6/43  6/43  7/45 12/54 17/63 21/70 24/75 24/75 20/68 16/61 12/54  8/47

Avtemp (°C)(°F)  11/52 12/54 13/56 17/63 21/70 23/77 29/84 29/84 25/77 21/70 16/61 12/54

Avtemp (°C)(°F)  1/34  1/34  5/41  12/54 17/63 20/68 24/75 24/75 19/66 13/56  8/47  3/37
Trabzon

Avtemp CCY(°F) ~ 8/47  8/47  9/48  12/54 16/61 20/68 23/73 24/75 20/68 17/63 14/57 10/50
Diyarbakir
Avtemp CCY(°F)  2/35  4/39  9/48  14/57 20/68 26/79 31/88 31/88 25/77 18/65 10/50  5/41

09 OL NIHM | 09 OL JUIHM | NOILINAOYLNI |



| SLHYIS | 34NLYN | SLNIAT | IWASNOID | SIILIAILIY |

things not to miss

It’s not possible to see everything Turkey has to offer in one trip — and
we don’t suggest you try. What follows is a selective and subjective
taste of the country’s highlights: outstanding buildings and historic
sites, natural wonders and exciting activities. They’re all arranged

in five colour-coded categories to help you find the very best things to
see, do and experience. All entries have a page reference to take you
straight into the Guide, where you can find out more.

0 1 Roman theatre at Aspendos Page 398 ¢ The largest and best-preserved
Classical theatre in Anatolia — if you can, visit during the summertime opera and ballet
festival held here.



0 Nemrut Dagn Page 633 ° This mountain-top temple-tomb complex, its
megalomania sharply at odds with the harsh surroundings, is the outlandish legacy of an
obscure, first-century BC kingdom.

0 4 Museum of Anatolian
Civilizations, Ankara

Page 507 * Housing finds of all native cultures

from the Stone Age to about 700 BC, this

superb museum is the capital’s one must.

0 Gallipoli cemeteries and

memorials Page 200 * Moving
and unexpectedly beautiful legacy of one of
the fiercest campaigns of World War I.
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0 Acropolis of ancient Pergamon Page 224 * Pergamon was one of the
chief Roman cities of Anatolia, and extensive ruins remain; shown here is the restored
Trajan temple.

0 7Ani ruins Page 608 * Medieval

Armenian capital in a superb setting at
the border of modern Turkey, scattered with
fine churches and monasteries.

0 6 Hot-air ballooning over
Cappadocia Page 468 * A
lighter-than-air float gives you an unrivalled
perspective on the “fairy chimneys” and

other aspects of the landscape.




0 Selimiye Camii, Edirne
Page 164 © This sixteenth-century

mosque is the masterwork of the greatest

Ottoman architect, Mimar Sinan.

0 8 Byzantine frescoes,

Cappadocia Page 473 ¢ About
150 of Cappadocia’s rock-hewn churches
contain fine examples of early Christian
frescoes, mostly from the tenth and eleventh
centuries.

| SLH9IS | 34NLYN | SLNIAT | INASNOI | SIILIAILIY |

1 Cruising the southwest coast Page 291 * The deeply indented 17
coastline between Bodrum and Finike is the venue for multi-day cruises on a gulet, or =
traditional wooden motor-schooner.
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1 Aya Sofya, istanbul Page 94 * The seemingly unsupported dome of Aya
Sofya, built during the sixth century as a Byzantine church, is one of the architectural
marvels of the world.

1 2 Lycian Way long-distance path Page 325 ¢ This marked, well-
documented path passes through some of the most scenic portions of the Turquoise
Coast, with sections suitable for all abilities.



1 3 Hittite
capital
of Hattusa
Page 527 * The
second-millennium
BC capital of
the Hittites still
impresses, with
perimeter walls
extending to six
kilometres.

1 4 Orthodox monastery of Sumela Page 565 * Dramatically built into
the side of the Pontic mountains, this Byzantine monastery harbours excellent if
damaged frescoes.

1 Oil-
wrestling
Page 166 * Although
a popular sport
across Turkey, the
best time to see
olive-oil-coated
contestants get to
grips with each other
is during Edirne’s
Kirkpinar Festival.
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1 6 Patara beach Page 345 ¢ This unspoilt beach, one of the longest in the
Mediterranean, is the perfect coda to a visit of the nearby, eponymous ancient city.

1 Ancient Ephesus

Page 261 * This ancient city where
Saint Paul addressed one of his epistles, is
the best preserved of its kind in the Eastern
Mediterranean.

1 Shopping in a bazaar

Page 107 * You may not get the
bargain of a lifetime but you can’t beat the
banter and the range of products, especially
at istanbul’s Grand Bazaar.




1 Kariye Museum, istanbul Page 117 * Arguably the finest collection of
mosaics and frescoes in Turkey, adorning a late-Byzantine church.

2 0 Mardin
Page 645 *
Medieval houses,
historic mosques,
Syrian Orthodox
churches and
boutique hotels
mingle in the
hilltop eyrie
of Mardin,
high above
the sweeping
Mesopotamian
plain.

2 Visiting a hamam Page 54 * One of the traditional sensual comforts of Turkey,
hamams are a wonderfully relaxing (and cleansing) way to round off a day’s sightseeing.

| SINIA3 | JNASNOD | SIILIAILIY |
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2 Kackar Daglari Page 595 © Lying just inland from the Black Sea, this glacially
sculpted granite mountain range, spangled with dozens of lakes, is Turkey’s premier

trekking venue.

2 Gozleme Page 44 ¢ A delicious

snack of paper-thin dough stuffed
with everything from spinach and sheep’s
cheese to lamb; watching their concoction is
part of the fun.

2 Outdoor restaurants

Page 132 * The Ottomans introduced
the concept of dining alfresco to Europe,
and outdoor restaurants or meyhanes do a
roaring trade in warmer weather.




2 Safranbolu

Page 520 ¢
Admirably preserved
Ottoman town of
exquisite half-timbered
mansions and restored
public buildings nestled
in a ravine.

2 Lake Van Page 658 ¢ The cobalt blue expanse of Lake Van, Turkey’s largest, is most

scenic in late spring or early summer.

. x i A
\ A i 3
M \ ; ;

2 7 Whirling dervishes Page 457 * Members of a sect founded by the Konya-based
Sufi mystic Celaleddin Rumi conduct “turning” ceremonies to effect union with God.
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2 isak
Pasa
Saray
Page 678
Strategically
astride the Silk
Route, this
architecturally
eclectic
seventeenth-
century
palace is one
of eastern
Turkey’s most
emblematic
sites.

2 9 Churches of the Georgian valleys Page 582 * Numerous medieval-
Georgian churches northeast of Erzurum are among the most striking monuments in
northeastern Anatolia.

3 0 Gaziantep
Archeological
Museum Page 621¢
A fabulous collection of
mosaics from ancient
Zeugma, a Hellenistic/
Roman frontier city now
under the waters of a
reservoir on the nearby
Euphrates.
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Getting there

There are a wide choice of flights to Turkey from the UK (fewer from Ireland)
taking between three and a half to five hours depending on your start and end
point. Just two carriers fly direct to Turkey from North America, so most North
Americans reach Turkey via a European gateway airport. Many travellers from
Australia and New Zealand use a Round-the-World (RTW) ticket that includes
istanbul, though there are advantageous return flights from Sydney. Driving to
Turkey from Europe (perhaps with a ferry hop from Italy or Greece as the final
stage) can be expensive and time-consuming, but once inside the country having

a car can prove worthwhile.

Airfares from Europe and North America are :
highest during Easter week and from June to :
early September; fares drop between April/
May and late September/October — and :
you'll get the best prices between November
to March (excluding Christmas and New
Year, when seats are at a premium). :
Australian and New Zealand fares are lowest
from mid-January to the end of February and :
October/November; peak season is mid-May
. to the southwest coast year-round out of
© several
standards aren’t up to those of BA or THY.
: To the

to August, plus December to mid-January.

Flights from the UK and
Ireland

You can fly direct from the UK to istanbul
(both airports), izmir, Bodrum, Dalaman and -
Antalya. Reaching any other destination in
Turkey involves a change of flights in :
istanbul, though if you're flying with Turkish
Airlines you can get a discounted domestic :
connecting flight to most of the internal :
airports which they serve. At busy times, it
may be worth considering cheaper, indirect :
(ie one-stop) flights with other European
airines such as Swiss, Air France or :
Lufthansa (which serves several Turkish

airports direct from Germany).

Sahiba  Gokgen
price-wise to the “no-frills” airlines. There are

around the £200 mark. BA has two to three
daily services from Heathrow at comparable
fares. THY also has daily services from
Birmingham and Manchester to istanbul.
Domestic fares from istanbul to Mediterra-
nean resorts start at 39TL (€18) with either
THY or competitors such as Sunexpress
(see p.40 for more on domestic flights).
KTHY (only bookable direct or through
specialist agents) offers useful direct flights
UK airports, though on-board
following  year-round  services
(Stansted-Antalya, 4 weekly; Heathrow or
Stansted-izmir, 3 weekly; and Manchester—
Antalya, 1 weekly) are added in summer
once weekly each Stansted-Dalaman,
Stansted-Bodrum, Heathrow-Antalya and
Birmingham-Dalaman. Winter fares can be
as low as £150 return, rising to about £260
in summer.

Budget and charter flights

Among budget airlines, easyJet flies from
London (Luton and/or Gatwick) to istanbul

: Sahiba Gokcen most days all year, as well

Direct, scheduled flights are provided by :
Turkish Airways (THY), British Airways (BA)
and Cyprus Turkish Airways (KTHY). THY :
links London (Stansted or Heathrow) with
istanbul (Atatiirk or Sabiha Gokeen) several :
times daily year-round, with the Stansted- :
route comparing  well
. Dalaman from Leeds Bradford, Manchester,
three daily departures from Heathrow to
Atatlrk, with prices across the year hovering :

as from Gatwick to Dalaman (April-Oct only).
Advance low-season fares can be under £40
each way, though in peak season or at short
notice they’re hardly different from “real”
airines. Pegasus links Stansted to istanbul
Sahiba Gokgen daily all year, with fares likely
to be a bit higher than easyJet. Jet2 serves

East Midlands and Newcastle (summer only,
from about £60 each way).

©
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At Rough Guides we are passionately committed to travel. We feel strongly that only
through travelling do we truly come to understand the world we live in and the
people we share it with — plus tourism has brought a great deal of benefit to
developing economies around the world over the last few decades. But the
extraordinary growth in tourism has also damaged some places irreparably, and of
course climate change is exacerbated by most forms of transport, especially flying.
This means that now more than ever it’s important to travel thoughtfully and
responsibly, with respect for the cultures you’re visiting — not only to derive the
most benefit from your trip but also to preserve the best bits of the planet for
everyone to enjoy. At Rough Guides we feel there are six main areas in which you

can make a difference:

e Consider what you’re contributing to the local economy, and how much the
services you use do the same, whether it’s through employing local workers and
guides or sourcing locally grown produce and local services.

* Consider the environment on holiday as well as at home. Water is scarce in
many developing destinations, and the biodiversity of local flora and fauna can
be adversely affected by tourism. Try to patronize businesses that take account

of this.

* Travel with a purpose, not just to tick off experiences. Consider spending longer
in a place, and getting to know it and its people.

¢ Give thought to how often you fly. Try to avoid short hops by air and more harmful

night flights.

e Consider alternatives to flying, travelling instead by bus, train, boat and even by

bike or on foot where possible.

* Make your trips “climate neutral” via a reputable carbon offset scheme. All
Rough Guide flights are offset, and every year we donate money to a variety of
charities devoted to combating the effects of climate change.

The widest choice of charter flights to
Turkish coastal resorts are offered by
Thomas Cook and Thomson. With Thomas
Cook, you can choose different departure
and return airports, flexible dates and even
book one-ways. There are now year-round
charters to Antalya and Dalaman, while
those serving Izmir and Bodrum usually
operate from late April/early May to late
October. In peak season these flights are
often scarcely cheaper than scheduled
services — £300 London-Dalaman is not
unheard of — but you do avoid having to
change planes in istanbul. In winter, tickets
can be picked up for under £100 return from
almost anywhere in the UK to Dalaman or
Antalya.

Flights from Ireland

From Belfast, there are no direct scheduled
services to Turkey, and stopping routes will
likely cost over €400; get yourself to

mainland Britain first. From Dublin, matters
are better, with daily direct services all year
on THY to istanbul Atattirk (from €225 return
off season). Alternatively, take a budget
Ryanair or similar flight to the UK (Stansted
is a major hub of KTHY), and then on to
Turkey.

No matter where you're flying from, istanbul
will be the cheapest gateway airport. For the
best value, pick up a bargain transatlantic
fare to Europe, then arrange the final Turkey-
bound leg of the journey yourself; onward
flights from the UK are detailed on p.27.
Turkish Airways (THY) is the sole carrier
flying direct year-round from North America,
with daily flights from New York (JFK) to
istanbul, and several weekly out of Chicago.
Delta Airlines is the only other airline
offering a direct service (April-Nov), from



New York JFK to Istanbul. All other flights
route through European hubs such as
London, Paris, Frankfurt, Milan and ZUrich.
THY is often a bit cheaper, from US$700-
900 round trip low season compared to
Delta’s US$850 or so. At the opposite end of
the spectrum, count on well over US$1600
for peak season travel from the west coast.

Despite many domestic competitors, THY
still has the most comprehensive selection of
connecting flights within Turkey, a major
incentive for booking with them at least part
of the way. THY normally charges an add-on
fare for these cities when the domestic leg is
purchased as part of an international
itinerary, but specialists might be able to
book you straight through (or with a stop in
istanbul) for less.

The only direct flights from Canada are on
THY from Toronto to Istanbul three days per
week all year; fares vary from C$800 to just
C$1000 depending on the season.
Otherwise several airlines fly to istanbul via
major European hubs. From Vancouver to
istanbul indirect flights via American or
European hubs can be found from C$1300
to C$1400 year-round.

There are no direct flights from Australia or
New Zealand to Turkey. However, several
weekly scheduled flights will get you there
after either a plane change or short layover
in Asia or the Middle East. Fares from
Sydney range from A$1700 (low season) to
A$2600 (high season), with the likes of
Korean Air, Malaysian Airlines, Singapore
Airlines and Gulf Air. From New Zealand,
flights tend to be pricey, involving two or
three stops - you're probably better off
getting cheaply to Australia and arranging
onward travel from there. Round-the-world
tickets including Turkey could be worth
considering for a long trip taking in many
destinations; several free stopovers are
allowed, with fares starting at A$2000/
NZ$2500. From South Africa, routes (out of
Johannesburg only) are mostly via one of the
Gulf states, and return fares on the likes of
Emirates vary from ZAR6000 to ZAR10,000
depending on the time of year.

Travelling to Turkey by rail is both slow and
expensive, and only makes sense if you
want to visit other countries en route (try
the excellent @www.seat61.com for
detailed planning). The most direct route
from the UK begins with the Eurostar
(®www.eurostar.com) service from London
St Pancras International to Paris, then an
overnight sleeper to Munich or Vienna,
followed by a morning departure to
Budapest, and finally two more nights
aboard a sleeper to Istanbul (including a
change in Bucharest), making a total
minimum journey of three days and nights.
The return trip is likely to set you back
between £540-610, depending on class of
trains selected and whether you have a rail
pass (see below). An alternative strategy,
potentially cheaper, is to get to ltaly by train
and then proceed by ferry to Greece
(48hr journey time) or even all the way to
Turkey (see p.30).

The “Global” InterRail pass (@www
.interrailnet.com) required to reach Turkey
may save a bit of money, especially if you're
under 26. These are valid for unlimited travel
(except for Eurostar) and fees apply for
express train reservations. For North
Americans, Australians and New Zealanders
(not eligible to buy InterRail passes), a
standard Eurail pass (@www.eurail.com) is
unlikely to pay for itself, whether going to, or
travelling in, Turkey.

You can drive from the UK to Turkey in
three to four days. However, this allows little
time for stopping and sleeping, and most will
prefer to do this more slowly, taking in a few
places en route. For customs formalities and
car insurance cover once in Turkey, see
“Getting around”, p.34.

The all-land itinerary goes via Belgium,
Germany, Austria, Hungary, Romania and
Bulgaria, though a more relaxing if less direct
route is through France, Italy and Greece.
You can cut driving time even more by using
a ferry from ltaly, direct to Turkey; there are
also short-hop ferry or catamaran services
from various Greek islands to the Turkish
Aegean coast.

SJIsvd
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Ferries run from both Ancona and Brindisi in
Italy to Gesme, near izmir. Marmara Lines
(@www.marmaralines.com) has services
from early May to late October, departing
Ancona on Saturday evening. A one-way
Pullman seat in high season is €160 and an
average-sized car €260, with twenty-percent
round-trip reductions. MedEuropeanSea-
ways (Mesline) operates a service between
mid-June and mid-September from Brindisi
to Cesme (departs Brindisi Sat and Wed);
they have no website but Genoa-based
@ www.cemar.it may prove useful.

Ferries and catamarans from Greece

Many travellers take the short-hop ferries or
catamarans over from the Greek islands of
Lésvos, Hios, Samos, Kos, Kastellorizo/
Meis, Symi, and Rhodes to the respective
Turkish ports of Ayvalk, Foga, Cesme,
Kusadasi, Datca, Bodrum, Kas, Marmaris
and Fethiye. Services are daily in season
(early May to early Oct) and, except for the
Fethiye-, Foga- and Datca-based services,
they still run after a fashion in winter, but you
may have to wait five to seven days between
departures. Although they’ve dipped slightly
in recent years, fares are still overpriced for
the distances involved; full details of every
service are given at the end of chapters 3, 4
and 5. At the time of writing car-shuttle
services serve all of the above Turkish ports
except Focga, Fethiye, Kas and to a degree
Kusadasi, which only has one semi-reliable
service weekly. @www.feribot.net is useful if
not infallible.

Airlines

@ www.airfrance.com
@ www.ba.com
@ www.easyjet.com
@www.delta.com
@ www.emirates.com
@ www.gulfair.com
@www.jet2.com
@ www.koreanair.com
@ www.kthy.net
@ www.lufthansa.com

@ www.malaysiaairlines.com
@ www.flypgs.com
@ www.ryanair.com
@ www.singaporeair.com
@ www.swiss.com
@ www.flythomascook.com
@ www.thomsonfly.com
@ www.thy.com

Agents and operators

UK ®020/7249 9800, @ www
.alternativeturkey.com. Specialist Turkish travel
agency, good for Cyprus Turkish Airlines flights to
coastal resorts.

UK ®0161/209 4259, @ www.avro.co.uk.
Seat-only sales of charter flights to Antalya and
Dalaman from various regional airports.

US ®1-866 WORLD-51, @ www
flightcentre.us; Canada ® 1-888 WORLD-02,
@www.flightcentre.ca; Australia ®13 31 33,

@ www.flightcentre.com.au; New Zealand
®0800/243 544, @ www.flightcentre.co.nz. Rock-
bottom fares worldwide.
UK ®01245/608291,

@ www.northsouthtravel.co.uk. Friendly, competitive
flight agency, offering discounted fares — profits are
used to support projects in the developing world

UK ®0870/160 0599, @ www
.statravel.co.uk; US @ 1-800/781-4040,
@ www.statravel.com; Australia @ 1300/733
035, W www.statravel.com.au; New Zealand
®0800/474 400, @ www.statravel.co.nz.
Specialists in low-cost flights for students and
under-26s.

UK ®020/7938 3939, ®www
trailfinders.com; Republic of Ireland ®01/677
7888, @ www.trailfinders.ie; Australia @ 1300/780
212, @ www.trailfinders.com.au. One of the
best-informed and most efficient agents for
independent travellers.

US ©212/888-1180.
Turkish specialist consolidator, based in New York.

Scores of companies in the UK offer some
sort of Turkish package deal. Most of
these target istanbul and the coast between
Cesme and Alanya, but most outfits also
feature fly-drive plans. Coastal yachting
(qulet) packages are available from May to
October, while winter breaks are increasing
in popularity. Inland holidays concentrate
on Cappadocia, while special-interest
programmes include trekking, bird-spotting,
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yoga retreats,
battlefield tours.

Three- or four-night istanbul city breaks
start at around £130 off season for three-
star bed-and-breakfast ~accommodation
(including flights and transfers). The main
price factor is the departure airport, the
cheapest relying on easylJet’s Luton- or
Gatwick-Istanbul (Sahiba Gékgen) runs.

Prices for a cheap-and-cheerful, two-week
beach package start at around £300 per
person (double occupancy) in low season,
including flights; using a four-star hotel wil
set you back £550-800. Quality self-catering
villas tend to cost £700-1100 per person for
one/two week(s), flight included, increasing
to £1100-1800 at peak periods. Fly-drive-
only deals weigh in at around £450 per
person for four adults travelling for two
weeks in high season, around £550 if there
are only two of you.

A ten-night, eleven-day yachting or
cruising holiday will cost £900-1050 per
person (double occupancy basis) depending
on season, booked in the UK through an
agent, less if arranged in Turkey directly with
skippers. Cycling/hiking trips vary from
£250-300 for 7 to 8 days along the Lycian
Coast arranged locally, to £500-550 for a
higher-quality adventure booked in the UK.
Specialist holidays, relying on the services
of expert natural history/archeological guides,
are priciest of all, from £1100 (1 week) to
over £1900 (2 weeks). All these figures
exclude flights.

The best of the US-based cultural or
adventure tours don’'t come cheap either —
expect to pay at least US$5100 for a 13-day
land-and-sea combo (inevitably with a couple
of days in istanbul at the start and end). The
price will include all meals (excluding drinks),
guides and ground transport, but not flights.

whitewater rafting and

General tour operators

®0121/764 350, @ www
.anatoliansky.co.uk. Mid-range to upmarket hotels
and apartments on the southwest coast (particularly
Kalkan, Dalyan, Akyaka, the Loryma peninsula, Antalya
and Oliideniz), classic hotels in istanbul, and a tailor-
made programme.

®020/8847 8700, @ www.cachet
-travel.co.uk. Small selection of villas and hotels
along the Turquoise Coast, plus guided, low-season

special-interest tours, and select istanbul/Cappadocia
hotels.

®020/8605 3500, @ www
.exclusiveescapes.co.uk. Perhaps the best portfolio
of properties (both boutique hotels and villas) along
the Turquoise Coast, as well as points west to Datca,
Cappadocia and istanbul. Noted for a high level of
customer service, which extends to dedicated check-
in counters at airports.

®020/8995 7787, @ www
.tapestryholidays.com. Limited but carefully selected
portfolio of hotels and villas along the Turquoise Coast,
as well as boutique hotels in Cappadocia and istanbul.

®01444/225633, @ www.iliostravel.com. Top-quality
(and thus pricey) villas-with-pool on the Bodrum and
Datga peninsulas, plus somewhat more conventional
accommodation at Akyaka, Kalkan and Kas.

Sailing and yachting

®0090 542/595 7377, @ www.cavurali
.com. Turkish-American guide Enver Lucas and his
father-in-law Tosun Sezen, both with years of local
experience, offer bespoke sailing (and scuba) itineraries
along the Turquoise Coast in a gulet-dive boat.
®01884/849200, @ www
turkishcruises.co.uk. Large fleet of gulets or
schooners hosting “house parties” for singles and
couples; also makes on-land arrangements in unusual
areas like Kazdagi.
®01732/867445, @ www
.nautilus-yachting.co.uk. Bare-boat charters out of
Marmaris, Bodrum, Fethiye and Gécek, plus set flotilla
itineraries from Bodrum or Fethiye.
®01787/310445, @ www.setsail.co.uk.
Flotilla holidays from Gdcek and Marmaris; also
bare-boat charter.
®0844/463 6495, @ www.sunsail.co.uk.
Flotilla holidays out of Gécek, Orhaniye and Turgutreis,
taking in the Turquoise Coast and the peninsulas
between Bodrum and Marmaris.
®020/8510 9292, @ www.tussockcruising
.com. Bodrum-area-based fleet of three wooden
gulets specially adapted so that you actually travel
under sail power rather than (as normally on such
craft) with merely decorative rigging.

Trekking and adventure operators

®01488/71152, @ www.adrift.co.uk.
Whitewater rafting on the Goruh River from late May
to late July; one-week programme.
®020/8675 5550, @ www.exodus
.c0.uk. Strong on mountain biking and hiking along
the Lycian Coast; also more conventional itineraries,
staying in small hotels and village houses.



Explore Worldwide ®01252/760 000, @ www
.explore.co.uk. Selection of 8- or 15-day trips,
mostly in Cappadocia, the east and Lycia (including a
cruising section).

The Imaginative Traveller ®01473/667337,

@ www.imaginative-traveller.com. Vast assortment
of 7 to 19-day tours, many pitched at families, taking
in all the Turkish highlights plus some lesser-known
spots, make this about the best overland group-tour
operator for Turkey.

Special-interest holidays

Andante Travels UK ©01722/713 800, @ www
.andantetravels.co.uk. Upmarket tours to Turkey's
major (and many minor) archeological and historical
sites, led by distinguished professors or other experts
in their fields.

Cultural Folk Tours US ® 1-800/935-8875,

@ culturalfolktours.com. US-based company
offering up to nine annual tours (accompanied by
company founder and Turkish musician Bora Ozkok)
which give a real insight into seldom-visited regions
of the country.

Geographic Expeditions US ®1-800/777-8183,
@ www.geoex.com. Offers Aegean Odyssey (taking
in some Greek islands as well), or 16-day walk-
plus-gulet-cruises off the Turquoise Coast; four-day
Cappadocia add-on available.

Golkoy Centre UK ®020/8699 1900, ® www
.yogaturkey.co.uk. Yoga retreat on Bodrum
peninsula offering week-long courses, also
encompassing shiatsu and assorted “personal
growth” themes, from May to October; budget
£415-495 per person per week, including full board
and activities but not flights.

Greentours UK ©01298/83563, @ www
.greentours.co.uk. Offers three annual, one- or
two-week natural-history holidays (emphasis on
wildflowers), typically inland from the Turquoise or
Mediterranean coasts. Enthusiastic English or Turkish
qguides know their subjects in incredible depth.
Holt’s Battlefield Tours UK ©01293/865000,

@ www.holts.co.uk. One-week tour of Gallipoli and
the Dardanelles, in autumn (thus avoiding Anzac Day
mayhem).

Huzur Vadisi @www.huzurvadisi.com. One-week
yoga programmes from May to October at a secluded

Group tours &
weekend breaks

©

6-day tour from £399
Istanbul city-break
from £229

aJay) Buinien ‘ soIsvd

egotours.com

7371 1113 Call for free brochure
th End Road, West K

jon W14 9EP

complex with felt yurts or nomad dwellings set around
a renovated farmhouse and pool, 10km inland of
Gocek. From £450 a week, including full board and

© activities but not flights.

o Mythic Travel US &®831/688-6550, ® www
.mythic-travel.com. Distinctly New Age company

+ offering “Magic Carpets” as opposed to tours with

. themed tags like “Mary and the Divine Feminine”,

. “Jewish Life” and “Sufi Solstice”.

. Wilderness Travel US ®1-800/368-2794,
 @www.wildernesstravel.com. Offers three tours in
western Turkey, including a 16-dayer incorporating an
. 11-day cruise using the same personnel and itinerary
. as Geographic Expeditions.

: World Expeditions Australia, five city branches;

. New Zealand ®0800/350354, @ www
:.worldexpeditions.com.au. Probably the most
interesting Antipodean adventure operator for Turkey:
. its 20-day “Turkey Panorama”, including five days’

- trekking and three days’ cruising, is one of a half-

© dozen itineraries.
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Getting around

Most of Turkey is well covered by public transport including long-distance buses,
minibuses, domestic flights and ferries. The train network is sketchy, many routes
slow and booking a headache - but it’s the cheapest and safest form of domestic
travel. Late booking is the norm but book well in advance for major public
holidays - especially for flights and trains. Car rental rates tend to be high by
European standards, but there are out-of-season bargains. “Travel details” at the
end of each chapter rounds up all the relevant routes and schedules.

By train

Trains are best used to span the distances

between the three main cities (Istanbul, :
Ankara and Izmir and more provincial : .
centres such as Konya, Kayseri, Erzerum it's as well to check in advance (note that
and Diyarbakir. Most trains are slow because :
the mountainous terrain of much of Turkey
has resulted in circuitous routes. As a result, :
journeys can sometimes take double that by

road. The advantages are additional comfort :

at comparable or lower prices than the bus,

and the chance to unwind and watch the :

scenery unfold at leisure. To get accurate I:eolgetlcllaly pogsnblef 'IEngI;c’)Ok Ck;nl,Te, but
schedule information, go to the station in : ,e, nglish version o S website I,S S,O
) . difficult to use that you'd be brave to risk it

person, scan the placards and then confirm : T
: (rail site @www.seat61.com has a step-by

choices of seats -step guide on this).

available on most routes, including first- :
class, reclining Pullman seats; first-class :

departures with staff.
There are several

standard seats (usually in a six-seater
compartment) and second-class seats

get a sleeper. Cheapest

yatakl beds come with sheets, pillows and

blankets provided, as do &rtiili kiigetli beds; :
for standard kisetli beds you'll need to :
bring your own bedding. For maximum
privacy, and for women travelling without :
male companions, it's probably best to :
book a yatakii berth to avoid having to
share. There are always (usually helpful but :
tip expected) porters on hand to make up :

. beds. Note that all beds fold away in the
Turkey’s train network is run by Turkish : day to convert the compartment into a

State Railways (TCDD; ®www.tcdd.gov.tr). i seating area.

All long-distance services should have a
licensed bufe wagon which offers simple
meals at surprisingly reasonable prices, but

most wayside stations will have snacks
of some sort on offer). On major train
routes it's essential to reserve ahead, but
unfortunately this cannot be done earlier
than two weeks in advance — and it’s almost
impossible to arrange sleeper facilities from
a station that's not your start point. It's

Fares and passes

To give some idea of prices, a pullman seat

+ for the mammoth 38hr, 1,424km journey
(generally in an eight-seater compartment).
For long distances, though, it's advisable to :
are kisetli :
(couchettes), with either four or six bunks in
a compartment depending on the route, :
and two-bedded yatakli (sleeping-cars) with
a basin, soap, towel and air conditioning. All :

from Istanbul to Kars (close to the Armenian
border) costs 45TL, while a bed in a
two-berth yatakl compartment costs 75TL.
An economy seat on the Ylksek Hizli Tren
(High-Speed Train) between istanbul and
Ankara costs 40TL for the 423km, 5hr
30min journey. Buying a return ticket brings
the fare down by twenty percent while
foreign students (with appropriate ID) and
children also get twenty percent off. InterRail
passes (see p.29) are valid, though a better
bet for Turkey-only travel is the one-month
TrenTur card (available at major stations)
which costs 150TL a month for unlimited
second-class travel or 500TL for any class
of sleeping car.



Long-distance buses are a key part of the
Turkish travel experience and, despite
competition from domestic flights and
relatively high road accident rates (see p.36
for more), look set to remain so. Bus
journeys are almost always accompanied by
loud Turkish music or film soundtracks.
Partial compensation for this are the attend-
ants dishing out drinking water and cologne
for freshening up. Every ninety minutes there
will be a fifteen-minute rest stop (mola) for
tea, as well as less frequent half-hour
pauses for meals at purpose-built roadside
cafeterias. Many of the better companies
serve free coffee/tea/soft drinks and cakes
on board.

There’s no comprehensive national bus
timetable, although individual companies
often provide their own. Prices vary consid-
erably between top- and bottom-drawer
companies,  though  convenience  of
departure and on-board service are equally
important criteria. If in doubt, inspect the
vehicle out in the loading bay (peron in
Turkish) and ask at the ticket office how long
the trip will take. It's worth bearing in mind
that long-haul journeys (over 10hr) generally
take place at night, and that because of rest
stops buses never cover more than 60km an
hour on average. As a broad example of
fares, istanbul-Antalya (a 450km trip) costs
around 40TL with a standard bus company,
75TL with a premium company. Antalya—
Nevsehir (for Cappadocia) is around 45TL for
the 540km journey.

Buying tickets

Most bus companies have ticket booths
both at the otogars (bus terminals) and in
the city centre. Touts at otogars will try to
escort you direct to their company’s booth.
When buying tickets, ask to see the seating
plan so that you can choose window or
aisle, a front seat (better views) or avoid
certain less comfortable seats, such as
those above the wheels and immediately
behind the central door, which have less
legroom. Unacquainted women and men are
not usually allowed to sit next to each other,
and you may be asked to switch your
assigned seat to accommodate this
convention. If you buy your ticket at a sales

office in the centre you should ask about free
servis (service) transfer buses to the otogar,
especially if (as most now are) it’s located a
few kilometres out of town. These buses will
often also take passengers from otogars into
town centres, but this is a more erratic
system. The country’s two premium coach
companies are Ulusoy and Varan. Their
seats are more comfortable than most and
they don’t segregate single passengers by
sex. Kamil Ko¢ and Pamukkale are two of
the best standard outfits, in that order of
preference.

A dolmus (literally “stuffed”) refers to a car or
small van (minibds in Turkish) which runs
along set routes, picking passengers up
(give a normal taxi hand signal) and dropping
them off along the way (just say inecek var or
mdusait bir yerde to be set down). On busy
urban routes it's better to take the doimus
from the start of its run, at a stand marked
by a blue sign with a black-on-white-field
“D”, sometimes with the destination
indicated — though usually you'll have to ask
to learn the eventual destination, or look at
the dolmus’ windscreen placard. The fare is
invariably a flat rate (usually 1.5TL) making it
very good value for cross-city journeys, not
so great for a one-stop hop. In some cities
(eg Antalya) dolmuses have been banned
because puling in at random is both
dangerous and slows traffic. The locals,
confusingly, still refer to the midibuses that
replaced them, and stop only at fixed points,
as dolmuses.

Intertown and village services are
always provided by twelve- or fifteen-
seater minibuses, and in these instances
the term “dolmus” is seldom used. For
the remotest villages there will only be
two services a day: to the nearest large
town in the morning and back to the
village in mid-afternoon. Generally, though,
minibuses run constantly between 7 or 8am
and 7pm in summer, stopping at sunset
in winter or extending until 10 or 11pm (or
even later) near popular resorts.

In larger towns the main means of transport
are the city buses which take pre-purchased
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tickets available from kiosks near the main
terminals, newsagents, or from kerbside
touts (at slightly inflated prices); in some
cities it's possible to pay on the bus. Yellow
city taxis are everywhere, with ranks at
appropriate places. Hailing one in the
street is the best way to get a cab, but in
suburban areas there are useful street-corner
telephones from which you can call one;
sometimes there is just a buzzer — press and
wait for a cab to turn up. City cabs all have
working, digital-display meters and fares are
reasonable. Each town sets its own rates,
which includes the minimum charge and
a unit charge for the distance covered. The
daily rate is called “gtind(z” and flashes up
on the meter, the night rate (which flashes
up as “gece”) between midnight and 6am, is
fifty percent higher — make sure you don't get
charged the night rate for a daytime journey.
In 2009 istanbul removed the higher night
tariff, with cabs charging an initial 2.5TL,
then 1.4TL per kilometre, with an additional
charge for keeping a cab waiting more than
five minutes.

The excellent intercity bus network makes
travel between major centres easy, but
having a car allows you to visit many off-the-
beaten-track sites. But be warned - the
standard of driving in Turkey is often both
poor and aggressive and the enforcement of
traffic rules inconsistent and arbitrary, all
factors which have lead to the country’s high
road accident rate with over 6,000 fatalities
per vyear. Driving during public holidays,
especially the religious Seker and Kurban
bayrams, and an hour or so prior to the iftar
(fast-breaking meal) during Ramadan, is
especially dangerous.

Rules of the road

You drive on the right, and yield to those
approaching from the right, even on the
numerous roundabouts. Speed limits are
50km/h within towns (40km/h if towing a
trailer or caravan); open road limits are
90km/h for cars, 80km/h for vans (70km/h
if towing something); motorways (otoyol in
Turkish), 120km/h for cars, 100km/h for
vans and small trucks. Drink-driving laws
are in line with those of the European

Union — 50mg of alcohol per 100ml of
blood and drink-driving carries a fine of
480TL. Front seat belts are mandatory and
it's a fineable offence not to buckle up.

Traffic control points at the approaches
to major cities are common. You'll probably
be waved through simply upon showing
your foreign ID, especially if it's a rental car.
Make sure the rental company provides
the insurance certificate, the pollution
compliance certificate (eksoz muayene
tasdiknamesi) and the vehicle registration, or
certified copies thereof.

Speeding fines, levied on a sliding scale
according to how far above the limit you
were, are heavy, with penalties of
200-300TL commonplace (though there’s a
considerable “discount” if the fine is paid
within 10 days). Usually you'll be given a
ticket, which you then take to a designated
bank to pay. Jumping red lights or turning
illegally also carry stiff fines.

If you have an accident serious enough to
immobilize you and/or cause major damage
to other people’s property, the traffic police
will appear and administer alcohol tests to all
drivers, results of which must also be
submitted along with an official accident
report (kaza raporu) in order to claim
insurance cover. It's an offence to move a
vehicle involved in a car crash before the
police show up.

Heed the signposted no-parking zones,
especially in resorts, as towing is common
and although the fines are not too heavy the
hassle of finding the pound and negotiating
language barriers is considerable. Generally,
it's wisest to patronize the covered (katl) or
open otoparks. In open car parks you may
well be required to leave your keys so the
attendant can move your car. If you leave
your car in the street in some towns and
cities, you may return to find a chit on your
windscreen (typically 4-5TL), to be paid to
the roving attendant.

Road conditions

Ordinary main roads are often danger-
ously narrow and road-markings unclear.
There’s usually a hard-shoulder area to the
right of the driving lane, and often slower
moving vehicles pull into this to allow
impatient drivers to overtake. Be very wary



Dur Stop

Tek y6n One way

Cikmaz sokak  Dead end/
cul-de-sac

Yol kapall Road closed

Yol boyunca Road narrows

Tirmanma seridi Overtaking lane

Arac cikabilir Vehicles exiting
Yaya gecidi Pedestrian crossing
Yol yapimi Roadworks

Bozuk satih Rough surface

of doing this, especially at night, as you
might find yourself ploughing into pedes-
trians or parked/broken-down vehicles.
With continual road improvements being
made countrywide, roadworks are often
a (sometimes dangerous) nuisance -
especially in the southeast region. Sizeable
archeological sites are usually marked by
large white-on-brown-field signs, but side
roads to minor sites or villages are often
poorly signposted.

Typical hazards include drivers overtaking
right, left and centre, failure to signal and
huge trucks. Small-town driving hazards
include suicidal pedestrians, horsecarts,
speeding scooters and motorcycles (often
with the entire family astride one vehicle) and
tractors.

Toll highways, marked with white-on-
green signs are well worth the modest
fees (2-6TL) to use. The main ones
include Istanbul-Ankara, Istanbul-Edirne;
Adana-Gaziantep; Adana-Pozanti through
the Cilician Gates; Izmir-Cesme; and
izmir-Denizli.

Night driving is best not attempted by
beginners — be prepared for unlit vehicles,
glare from undipped lights, speeding intercity
coaches and trucks and, in rural areas,
flocks of sheep and goats and unlit tractors.
Warning triangles are obligatory, make sure
you put it on the road behind your vehicle
following a flat, breakdown or accident, and
ensure your hire car has one.

Fuel and repairs

Filling stations are commonplace and open
long hours, so it's difficult to run out of fuel.

Dustik banket Abrupt verge/shoulder
Sehir merkezi City centre
Park yapilmaz/ No parking
edilmez
Arac giremez No entry
Araciniz gekilir Your car will
be towed
Giremez No entry
Askeri bélge Military zone
Heyelan bélgesi,  Landslide zone

heyelanli bélge

Fuel costs are very high owing to high taxes
and even diesel (mazot or dizel) is 2.8TL per
litre. Petrol (benzin), available in four-star
(stiper) and lead-free (kursunsuz) grades,
goes for around 3.4TL per litre. Rental cars
generally use unleaded, but in some remote
eastern areas it may be difficult to find.

In western Turkey, roadside rest-stop
culture conforming to Italian or French
notions has arrived in a big way. You can
eat, pray, patch a tyre, phone home, shop at
mini-marts and, sometimes, even sleep at
what amount to small hamlets (essentially
the descendants of the medieval kervan-
sarays) in the middle of nowhere. In the east
you'll find more basic amenities.

Credit and debit cards (Visa Electron,
Visa and MasterCard but also American
Express) are widely honoured for fuel
purchases in much of Turkey (chip-and-PIN
protocol is the norm), but carry cash in more
remote rural areas and the east.

Car repair workshops are located in
industrial zones called sanayis at town
outskirts. To repair a punctured tyre (a
common event in Turkey) head to a lastikgi
(tyre workshop); a new tyre for a small car is
about 90TL. Always check that the spare
and toolkit are sound and complete before
leaving the rental agency.

Car rental

To rent a car you need to be at least 21 with
a driving licence held for at least one year.
Your home country licence should be
enough but it is very helpful, especially at
traffic-control points, to be able to show an
international driver’s permit (IDP). On the
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Aegean and Mediterranean coast advance
online bookings can get rates as low as
50TL/€24 per day in low season (Nov-
March) but you'll be lucky to get a high
season multi-day rate in the same region for
less than 73TL/€35 — this is assuming you
use a Turkish firm. Walk-in day rates from
major multinational chains are likely to be
94TL/45 minimum. Car hire in out of the way
(for the average tourist) places such as
Trabzon and Van is generally more
expensive, expect to pay at least €35 per
day with a local company, 104TL/€49 with a
major chain.

Some rental companies allow rental in
one town and drop off in another — at a
premium. The international players like
Hertz have outlets at many of Turkey’s
airports as well as downtown/resort offices;
local outfits (some of whom also offer
advance, online booking services), may not
have an office in the airport but with
advance booking will bring the car to the
airport and have someone meet you
outside arrivals. Be warned, tanks are often
near empty so you need to fill up right
away.

When checking any car out, agency staff
should make a thorough note of any
blemishes on the vehicle — go around the
vehicle with them when they do this as you
may be liable for scratches and dents not
noted at the time of hire. Basic insurance
is usually included, but CDW (Collision
Damage Waiver) is not, and given typical
driving conditions taking this out is virtually
mandatory. Along with KDV (Value Added
Tax), all these extras can push up the
final total considerably. Rental insurance
never covers smashed windscreens or
ripped tyres.

Touring Turkey by bicycle is perfectly
possible for experienced cyclists, so long as
you avoid the hottest months, the busiest
roads and don’t expect any kind of
deference from motorists. Be prepared to do
your own repairs as the (admittedly
ingenious) local mechanics are not used to
working on state-of-the art bikes, although
the home-grown mountain bike industry has

progressed in leaps and bounds in recent
years. Indeed, unless you're passing through
Turkey or are a real bicycle freak, it’s worth
considering buying a bike locally, as that
way the spares and repairs will be less
problematic. Reasonable bikes start from
300TL. In cities, lock your bike; in rural areas
theft is not likely to be a problem, the curious
stares of incredulous locals could be. Bike-
rental facilities are few and far between in
Turkey; a notable exception is Cappadocia,
particularly Géreme (see p.468).

Given Turkey’s road conditions only
confident, experienced motorcyclists
should consider driving here. Plenty of
bikers do, however, particularly from Italy,
and many more visitors risk a day or two
on a scooter in resort areas. In larger
resorts and big cities there will be at least
one motorbike rental agency, or a car-
rental company which also rents out
motor-scooters and mopeds (mobilet).
You'll need an appropriate driving licence,
and most companies insist that it has been
held for at least a year. As with cars,
always check the bike for scratches and
dents before renting it. Helmets are
mandatory, despite the endless numbers
of helmet-less riders you'll see.

Turkey’s domestic ferry network is
confined to istanbul and the Sea of
Marmara. Istanbul  Deniz ~ Otobisleri
(@www.ido.com.tr) operates both ferries
and (the faster and more expensive)
sea-buses along the Bosphorus, between
European and Asian sides of the same
strait, and to the Princess Islands. Longer
runs across the Sea of Marmara to Yalova
(for Termal & iznik), Mudanya (for Bursa),
and Bandirma (for the Aegean coast) are
the preserve of sea-buses. Any of the
trans-Marmara car-ferry links save time
compared to the dreary, circuitous road
journey, but are relatively expensive with a
vehicle.

Private companies offer services from
Tasucu, Mersin and Alanya to Girne in
Northern Cyprus, and a state-owned ferry
still plies between Mersin and Famagusta.
Details of these are given in the relevant
town accounts.
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By plane

norm in what is a very big country, and
makes sense for those on a tight schedule
or who wish to visit far-flung places like Van

or Erzurum. Turkish Airways (Turk Hava :
Yollari or THY; ®0212/225 0566, @www :
the semi-privatized state-run
airline, still offers the most comprehensive :

domestic flight network. However, it faces : °
. Istanbul to Antalya (tax inclusive) are 39TL,

.thy.com),

stiff competition from private airlines, and
has set up its own budget wing, Anadolujet
(@444 2538, @Wwww.anadolujet.com.tr)

which covers many of the same domestic :
routes as its parent, with Ankara as the '
(@444 0797, @www :
.sunexpress.com), which has direct flights
from the Mediterranean gateway resort :

hub. Sunexpress

of Antalya to Adana, Bursa, Dalaman,
Diyarbakir,  Erzerum, lIstanbul,  izmir,
Samsun, Trabzon and Van, was set

up jointly by THY and Lufthansa. The
private airlines are Onur Air (®0212/663 :
Atlasjet :

2300, @www.onurair.com.tr),

. (@444 08387,
Travel by air may be unkind to the environ- : Pegasus @444 0737 (@www.flypgs.com).

ment but it is becoming increasingly the Onur Air offers direct flights from Istanbul

: to Adana, Antalya, Diyarbakir,

@®@www.atlasjet.com) and

Erzerum,
Gaziantep, izmir, Kayseri, Kars, Malatya,
Samsun and Trabzon. Atlasjet covers the
same destinations plus Nevsehir, Sivas
and Van, Pegasus covers Adana, Ankara,
Antalya, Trabzon and Van.

Fares with THY can be reasonable — for
example, promotional one-way fares from

though more usual prices are from 69TL.
THY also offers variable student, youth and
family discounts. Fares with Atlas, Onur,
Pegasus and Sunexpress also start from as
low as 39TL (occasionally less if there’s a
special offer) one way and are very good
value. On the downside, last-minute cancel-
lations (by text message in Turkish) are not
unknown, particularly with  Sunexpress.
You're told to appear at the airport an hour
and a half before your departure but an hour
is usually adequate leeway for completing
security procedures.

Turkey Tours&Travel Expert
Backpackers
Travel Agency
Sultanahmet-Istanbul-Turkey
www.backpackerstravel.nel

www.ataturkairporttransfer.com

+ Istanbul tours

+ Istanbul airport transfers
+ Cappadocia tours

+ Ephesus tours

+ Pamukkale tours

+ Gallipoli tours

+ Gullet tours

+ Hotel reservations

+ Rent a car service

+ Flight and bus tickets
 Guidance service

+ Discounts for GROUPS
+ Other arrangements

5 % discount for
Rough Guide readers

Telp:0090-212-6386343
Fax:0090-212-6383922

HISTORICAL
BOUTIQUE HOTELS
SULTANAHMET-ISTANBUL

Haotel Sultan’s Inn

with a splendid terrace view
www.sultansinn.com
Deniz Konak Hotel

an Ottoman Sea Mansion

www.denizkonakhotel.com

Naz Wooden House Inn
renovated Byzantine House
www.nazwoodenhouseinn.com

ROOM AMENITIES

Central location ~ Private bathroom Cable TV ~Minibar - Air-condition
Hair deyer ~ Room telephone ~ Safe box- Lauadry serviee
Wirgless imtermet Open buffet breakfast ~ Non-smoking

Telp : 00021 2-6386343 (24 hirs)
Fan = (0F90-21 2-638 3022 ({18,00-20.00)




Accommodation

Finding a bed for the night is generally not a problem in Turkey, except in high
season at the busier coastal resorts and larger towns. Lists of hotels, motels and
guesthouses (pansiyons) are published by local tourist offices, and we’ve listed
the best options throughout the Guide. Prices, while good value by most Western
European standards, are no longer rock-bottom, and can be downright expensive
in istanbul. To some extent facilities have improved correspondingly, though not
surprisingly you often get less for your money in the big tourist resorts, and little
choice between fleapits or four-star luxury in relatively untouristed towns of the
interior. However, with the Turkish economy as it is, backpackers can often afford
to go mid-range, and those on mid-range budgets can sometimes secure rooms

at the best hotels available east of Cappadocia.

Rooms are generally on the small side by :
European standards with dim lighting and
. always found in most establishments of

rarely enough power points. In the newer,
three- to five-star

price of a double, since proprietors are well
used to lone (male) business travellers.

Rooms with en-suite bathrooms are
generally about 25 percent more than :
unplumbed ones; triples are also usually
available, costing about thirty percent more :
: are married. A law exists to this effect, so

than a double.

To avoid noise, pick a room away from
main thoroughfares or mosque minarets or
one with double-glazing. You won'’t cause
offence by asking to see another room, and : lit-up “K” means the car is already on your
never agree on a price for a room without
seeing it first. Though break-ins aren’t the :
norm in Turkey, security should be at least a
token consideration. Another possible source :
of noise is from prostitutes and their clients; :
although we try not to list any hotels used in
this way owners feeling the economic pinch :
may be tempted to turn a blind-eye to boost

profits — especially off season.
Hot water (sicak su)

cold!

establishment single :
rooms generally go for just over half the :
becoming more popular; the magic words
. are Fransiz yatak (“French” bed). Inciden-

is not always :
reliable, even in starred hotels, as the solar- :
powered systems ubiquitous in coastal :
resorts struggle to cope with demand -
check to see if there’s an electric back up. :
Plumbers quite frequently pipe the taps up
the wrong way round, so check that the :
tap that should be the hot one is not the :
Bathtubs and sinks seldom have :
plugs, so bring a universal plug from home. :

Especially on the south and southwest
coast, air conditioning (a/c) is almost

and above — and in quite a few
couples are

category
below. Double beds for

tally, in some conservative rural areas,
hotel management may refuse to let a
heterosexual couple share a room unless
there is documentary evidence that they

it's no use arguing the toss.
Lift/elevator buttons can be a source of
potential confusion. “C” stands for “call”, a

floor; an illuminated “M” means “in use”; “Z”

Accommodation touts can be
incredibly persistent in the coastal
resorts and other touristy areas,
often descending on weary travellers
fresh off the bus. If you take your
chances with them, rather than our
recommendations, note that certain
outfits have generated serious
complaints, ranging from dangerous
wiring to extortion and even false
imprisonment. Nevsehir, Egirdir,
Selcuk, Kusadasi and a few other
bus stations are often frequented by
touts — but note that some are just
genuine pansiyon owners/workers.

©
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All hotels, motels and pansiyons have been categorized according to the price
codes outlined below. These represent the minimum you can expect to pay for a
double room in high season. For backpackers’ hostels, trekkers’ lodges and coastal
“treehouses”, where guests are charged per person, actual prices are given. For
band ¢! and up breakfast (see p.44) is included in the price.

Price range categories are given in euros and TL, though you’ll usually be quoted

in euros for places in categories

and up (and for many istanbul hotels).

It’s worth bargaining for any standard of accommodation at slack times. The

walk-in price of hotels in bands

is invariably much higher than pre-booking as

part of a package, so it’s worth reserving in advance.

€19 (40TL) and under Budget hotels
in untouristed areas with shared
bathrooms.

€20-28 (41-60TL) Basic en-suite
pansiyons and more salubrious
hotels inland.

€29-38 (61-80TL) Establishments
in touristed areas, sometimes with
roof terraces, a bar and/or small
pool.

€39-57 (81-120TL) Good-value
two-star hotels and pansiyons in
resorts. Air conditioning/heating
makes an appearance.

stands for ground floor whilst “A” means the
mezzanine floor.

Turkish hotels are graded on a scale of one
to five stars by the Ministry of Tourism; there
is also a lower tier of unstarred
establishments rated by municipalities. At
the four- and five-star level you're talking
international-standard mod cons and prices,
flat-screen TVs, air conditioning, etc. Two-
or three-star outfits are more basic; no tubs
in bathrooms and more spartan breakfasts.
Boutique hotels are popping up all over the
place, especially in restored old mansions in
places such as Amasya, Cappadocia,
Gaziantep, istanbul, Urfa, and Safranbolu.
However, the term is overused to market any
accommodation that has been done up in a
minimalist or modernist style.

The unrated hotels licensed by
municipalities can be virtually as good as the
lower end of the one-star class, sometimes
with en-suite bathrooms, televisions and
phones. Others though, at the very bottom
end of the market will have a basin in the

€58-80 (121-170TL) Comfortable
three-star hotels and pansiyons.
€81-110 (171-230TL) Four-star hotels,
smaller holiday villages, and some
boutique hotels.

€111-140 (231-300TL) More exclusive
four-star and boutique hotels.
€141-190 (301-400TL) Five-star hotels
with all the facilities you’d expect — plus
some of the best boutique hotels.

€191 (401TL) and over Restored palaces,
and the most luxurious boutique/
character hotels in upscale areas of
istanbul and trendy coastal resorts.

room but shared showers and (squat) toilet
down the hall. Most solo female travellers
will feel uncomfortable in unstarred, and
even many one- and two-star hotels,
especially in less touristed parts of the
interior.

Particularly when it comes to family-run
pensions, you may well find that the
proprietor has links with similar establish-
ments in other towns; often he/she will offer
to call ahead to arrange both a stay and a
transfer from the otogar for you. This
informal network is a good way of avoiding
the hassle with touts and a late-night search
for a comfy bed.

Often the most pleasant places to stay are
pansiyons (pensions), small guesthouses
common in touristy areas. Try to avoid the
touts (see box, p.41) and look for little signs
with the legend Bos oda var (“Empty rooms
free”). Pansiyons usually have en-suite
facilities, and many feature common gardens
or terraces where breakfast (usually 7-10TL



a head when not included in the room price)
is served. Rooms tend to be spartan but
clean, furnished in one-star hotel mode and
always with two sheets (garsafs) on the bed.
Hot water is always available, though with
solar-powered systems not always when
you want it, and many now have air
conditioning, often for a supplement. Prices
are often rigidly controlled by the local tourist
authorities, set according to the establish-
ment’s rating.

Self-catering apartments are becoming
widespread in coastal resorts, and are
mostly pitched at vacationing Turks or
foreigners  arriving  on  pre-arranged
packages. Some are available to walk-in
trade — local tourist offices maintain lists —
and apart from the weekly price the major
(negotiable) outlay will be for the large gas
bottle feeding the stove. Ensure, too, that
kitchens are equipped well enough to make
them truly self-catering.

There’s only a handful of internationally
affiliated, foreigner-pitched hostels in the
country, but this gap has been amply filled
by backpackers’ hostels, found most
notably in istanbul, Ganakkale, Selcuk,
Koycegiz and Fethiye. Basically 1970s
pansiyons which have been adapted to
feature multi-bedded rooms, laundry and
internet facilities, self-catering kitchen, tours
and lively bars, they can be fair value — costs
vary from €10-12 a head in a large dorm,
considerably more for a double room.

In recent years a large number of
trekkers’ lodges have sprung up in the
foothills of the Kagkar mountains, especially
on the south slope, and along the Lycian

Way. These generally offer a choice
between communal sleeping on mattresses
arrayed on a wooden terrace, or more
enclosed double to quadruple, non en-suite
rooms - strangely, cooking facilities may
often be absent. Costs are comparable to
the backpackers’ hostels.

Found principally on the southwestern
coast between Antalya and Fethiye are the
so-called “treehouses”, often ramshackle
collections of elevated shacks or even just
open platforms made of rough timber.
Some have dorm rooms while an
increasing number are designed for two
people and have doors, windows,
electricity, air conditioning and, rarely,
en-suite facilities.

In areas frequently visited by independent
travellers, pansiyons and hostels with
gardens will often allow camping. Charges
run from a couple of euros to €7 per head in
a well-appointed site at a major resort; you
may also be charged to park your vehicle —
anything from €2 to €7, depending on the
site and season. The most appealing
campsites are those run by the Ministry of
Forestry, open April to October inclusive;
look for brown wooden signs with yellow
lettering. There are 20 of them in shady
groves at strategic locations (mostly coastal)
across the west of the country, and they
make an ideal choice if you have your own
transport, especially a combi-van or car and
caravan. Camping rough is not illegal, but
hardly anybody does it except when trekking
in the mountains, and, since you can expect
a visit from curious police or even nosier
villagers, it’s not really a choice for those
who like privacy.
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Food and drink

At its finest, Turkish food is among the best in the world - indeed it is sometimes
ranked alongside French and Chinese as one of the three classic cuisines - with
many venerable dishes descended from Ottoman palace cuisine. The quality of
produce is reliably exceptional with most ingredients available locally. Prices
aren’t going to break the bank, with three-course meals starting at around 14TL
(€6.5/£5.80). However, you’ll pay more (often considerably more) at resorts, where
standards have often sadly declined. Unadventurous travellers can get stuck in a
kebab rut, berating the monotony of the cuisine; in fact, all but the strictest
vegetarians should find enough variety to satisfy them.

Places to eat and specialities are summarized
below, but for a full menu reader, turn to :
p.745. Generic “Mediterranean” restaurants
and burger/pizza chains, needing no transla- :

tion, are almost everywhere.

Breakfast

meats, plus eggs in various styles.

You can breakfast better on a budget by
. also known as leblebecis, nuts and dried

using street-carts or blfes (snack cafés), the

source of bérek, a rich, flaky, layered pastry
. shots. Aside from the usual offerings, keep

containing bits of mince or cheese. Alterna-

tives include a simple simit (bread rings :
speckled with sesame seeds) or a bowl of
: nuts; the east Anatolian snack of pestil
. (dried fruit), most commonly apricot and
peach, pressed into sheets; and tath sucuk,

corba (soup) with a lemon wedge.

Street food

With  breakfast over, vendors
lahmacun, small, round pizzas with a thin
meat-based topping. Unlike in Britain, :

kebabs (kebap in Turkish) are not generally :
considered takeaway food unless wrapped
in ddrdm, a paratha-like bread; more often :
you'll find déner or kéfte in takeaway stalls, :

hawk

served on a baguette or hamburger bun. A
sandwich (sandvig) is a baguette chunk with
various fillings (often kokore¢ — stuffed lamb
offal — or fish). In coastal cities deep-fried

. mussels (midye tava) are often available, as
. are midye dolmasi (mussels stuffed with rice,
. pine nuts and allspice) — though these are
The so-called “Turkish” breakfast (kahvalt) :
served at modest hotels and pansiyons is
invariably a pile of spongy white bread slices :
with a pat of margarine, a slice or two of
processed cheese and (beef) mortadella, a :
dab of pre-packed jam and a couple of :
olives. Only tea is likely to be available in
quantity; extras such as sahanda yumurtalar
(fried eggs) will probably be charged for. In -
the better hotels and top-end pansiyons you
can expect a variety of breads and pastries, :
fresh fruit slices, a choice of olive and
cheese types, and an array of cold and hot :
: spice-reddened oil — or gézleme, a stuffed-

best avoided during summer, especially if
sold unrefrigerated by street vendors.

Unlike lahmacun, flat bread stuffed with
various toppings — pide — is served to diners
in a pideci or pide salonu from 11am
onwards. The big advantage of this dish is
that it's always made to order: typical styles
are kagarl or peynirli (with cheese), yumurtall
(with egg), kiymali (with mince), and sucukiu
(with sausage).

Other specialities worth seeking out are
manti — the traditional Central Asian, meat-
filled ravioli, served drenched in yoghurt and

crépe-like delicacy. At kuru yemis stalls,
fruit are sold by weight — typically in 100g

an eye out for increasingly rare cezeriye, a
sweetmeat made of carrot juice, honey and

a fruit, nut and molasses roll (not to be
confused with meat sucuk or sausage).

Restaurants

A “restoran”, denoting anything from a
motorway-bus pit stop to a white-tablecloth
affair, will provide izgara yemek or meat



dishes grilled to order. A gorbaci is a soup
kitchen; kebapcis and koftecis specialize in
kebab and kdfte respectively, with limited
side dishes — usually just salad, yoghurt and
a few desserts. A lokanta is a restaurant
emphasizing hazir  yemek, pre-cooked
dishes kept warm in a steam-tray. Here also
can be found sulu yemek, “watery food” —
hearty meat chunks swimming in broth or
sauce. Despite their often clinical appear-
ance, the best lokantas may well provide
your most memorable taste of Turkish
cooking. iskembe salonus are aimed at
revellers emerging from clubs or taverns in
the early hours, and open until 5 or 6am.
Their stock-in-trade is tripe soup laced
liberally with garlic oil, vinegar and red
pepper flakes, an effective hangover cure.
They also sell pilic (small chickens), often
seen spit-roasting in the window.

At an ocakbasi, the gril and its hood
occupy centre-stage, as diners watch their
meat being prepared. Even more interactive
is the kendin pisir kendin ye (cook-it-and-
eat-it-yourself)  establishment, where a
mangal (barbecue with coals), a specified
quantity of raw meat, plus kekik (oregano)
and kimyon (cumin) are brought to your
outdoor/indoor table. Such places are
excellent value, and you get to inspect the
state of the meat; they may also offer tandir
kebap, a side of oven-roasted lamb or goat.

Most  budget-priced restaurants are
alcohol-free (ickisiz); any licensed place
(marked ickili) is likely to be more expensive.
A possible exception is a meyhane (tavern),
where eating is on a barely equal footing
to tippling. In the fancier istanbul ones,
though, food — often unusual delicacies —
can be very good and not always drastically

overpriced. In  Ankara and Istanbul
(especially in Beyoglu and Kumkapi) groups
of “respectable” Turkish women attend
such establishments, though elsewhere
unaccompanied foreign woman may baulk
at patronizing meyhanes, and some will
seem dodgy to Western men too. That said,
any foreign men or couples bold enough to
visit the more decorous meyhanes will be
treated with utmost courtesy.

Prices vary widely according to the type of
establishment: from 2.5-3TL per item at a
simple boozeless soup kitchen up to
15-20TL at the flashier resort restaurants
and big-city establishments. Portions,
especially in meyhanes, tend to be tiny, so if
you're a big eater you may need to order
two ostensibly main courses. Having your
plate whisked away before you're done with
it is irritatingly common — not so much a ploy
to hurry you along, but from the Turkish
custom of never leaving a guest with an
“empty” or “dirty” plate before them. Kalsin
(“may it remain”) is the term to stop this
practice in mid-air.

The most common soups (¢orbas) are
mercimek (lentil), ezo gelin (a thick rice and
vegetable broth — an appetizing breakfast),
or iskembe (tripe). Coban (shepherd’s)
salatasi means the ubiquitous, micro-
chopped cucumber, tomato, onion, pepper
and parsley salad (approach the peppers
with caution); yesil (green) salad, usually just
some marul (lettuce), is less often available.
The more European mevsim salatasi
(“seasonal” salad) — perhaps tomato slices,
watercress, red cabbage and lettuce hearts
sprinkled with cheese and drenched in

Fancy, and not so fancy, places will try to levy both a kdver (cover charge) and
either a garsoniye (“waiter” charge) or servis Ulicreti (service charge, either typically
ten percent), though if it’s not documented in writing on the menu, technically you
don’t have to pay this. At places without menus (common), you'll need to
ascertain prices beforehand and review bills carefully when finished. Waiting staff
are adept at bringing you items (pickles, garlic bread, ¢ig bérek, mini-meze,
bottled water, etc) that you haven’t specifically ordered — but which you will
definitely pay for unless announced by the magic words ikramizdir (with our
compliments). All these little tricks deployed together can bump an apparently

reasonable bill up by nearly a third.
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dressing — makes a welcome change from
“shepherd’s” salad.

Meze and vegetable dishes

In any ickili restoran or meyhane, you'll find
the meze (appetizers) for which Turkey is
justly famous. They are also the best dishes
for vegetarians, since many are meat-free,
while the variety of vegetables and pulses
used will sustain your dietary needs.

The most common platters include
patlican salatas! (aubergine mash), piyaz
(white haricot vinaigrette), semizotu (purslane
weed, usually in yoghurt), mticver (courgette
croquettes), sigara bdregi (tightly rolled
cheese pastries), imam bayildi (cold baked
aubergine with onion and tomato) and
dolma (any stuffed vegetable, but typically
peppers or tomatoes). Note that during
Ramadan, meze may be unavailable as few
chefs reckon it worth their while to prepare
them for after-dark consmption.

In hazir yemek restaurants, kuru fasulye
(haricot bean soup), taze fasulye (French
beans), sebze turlu (vegetable stew) and
nohut  (chickpeas) are the principal
vegetable dishes. Although no meat may
be visible, they’re aimost always made with
lamb or chicken broth; even bulgur and rice
may be cooked in meat stock. Vegetarians
might ask lcinde et suyu var mi? (Does it
contain meat stock?).

Bread and cheese

Bread is edible hot out of the oven, but
otherwise is spongily stale, mainly for
scooping up puréed meze. Flat, unadorned
pide is served with soup, during Ramadan
and at kebapcis; kepekli (wholemeal) or
cavdar (rye bread; only from a firin or bakery)
afford relief in larger towns. In villages,
cooked yufka — the basis of bdrek pastry —
makes a welcome respite, as does bazlama
(similar to an Indian paratha).

Many people return from Turkey having
sampled only beyaz peynir (like Greek feta)
at breakfast but other Turkish cheeses
deserve mention. Dil peynir (“tongue”
cheese), a hard, salty cheese comprised of
mozzarella-like filaments, and the plaited
ogru peynir, can both be grilled or fried like
Cypriot halloumi. Tulum peynir is a strong,

salty, almost granular goat’s cheese cured in
a goatskin; it is used as bdrek stuffing,
although together with walnuts, it makes a
very popular meze. Otlu peynir from the Van
area is cured with herbs; cow’s-milk kagar,
especially eski (aged) kasar from the Kars
region, is also highly esteemed.

Meat dishes

Grilled meat dishes - normally served
simply with a few pide slices and raw
vegetable garnish — include several varia-
tions on the stereotypical kebab. Adana
kebap is spicy, with sprinkled purple sumac
herb betraying Arab influence; iskender
kebap, best sampled in Bursa, is heavy on
the flat bread and yoghurt; while kiremit
kebap appears on a hot clay tray. If you've
any appetite, order bir buguk (a portion and
a half — adequate) or cift (double portion —
generous). A kansik izgara (mixed grill) is
always good value. Chicken (pilic or tavuk) is
widely available and usually cheaper than
other meats, served as sis, pirzola (grilled
breast), or kanat (griled wings). Offal is
popular, particularly bébrek (kidney), ylrek
(heart), ciger (liver), and ko¢ yumurtasi (ram’s
egg) or billur (crystal) — the last two euphe-
misms for testicle.

More elaborate meat-and-veg combi-
nations include mussaka (inferior to the
Greek rendition), karniyarik (a much better
Turkish variation), glvec (clay-pot fricassee),
tas kebap (stew), hunkar begendi (lamb,
puréed eggplant and cheese), saray kebap
(beef stew topped with béchamel sauce
and oven-browned), macar kebap (fine veal
chunks in a spicy sauce with tomatoes and
wine) and sa¢ kavurma, an inland speciality
of meat, vegetables and spices fried up in a
sac (the Turkish wok).

Fish and seafood

Fish and seafood is good, if usually pricey,
and sold by weight more often than by item
(40-45TL per kilo in remote spots, more
than double that in flash resorts), though
per-portion prices of about 15-20TL prevail
for less bijoux species. Choose with an eye
to what'’s in season (as opposed to farmed,
frozen and imported), and don’t turn your
nose up at humbler varieties, which will likely



be fresher. Budget mainstays include
sardalya (grilled sardines), palamut (autumn
tuna), akya (liche in French; no English
name), and sarigéz (black bream). Cipura
(gilt-head bream) and levrek (sea bass),
when suspiciously cheap, are almost invari-
ably farmed. Fish is invariably served simply,
with just a garnish of spring onion (sogan)
and rocket (roka).

Turkish chefs pander shamelessly to the
sweet-toothed, who will find a huge range of
sugary treats at a pastane (sweet shop).

Turkish Delight and baklava

The best-known Turkish sweet, lokum or
“Turkish Delight”, is available from most
pastanes and the more touristy shops. It's
basically solidified sugar and pectin,
flavoured (most commonly) with rosewater,
sometimes  pistachios,  sprinkled  with
powdered sugar — and laced with far too
many chemical additives. There are also
numerous kinds of helva, including the
tahini-paste chew synonymous with the
concoction in the West, although in Turkey
the term usually means any variation on the
basic theme of baked flour or starch, butter,
sugar and flavoured water.

Of the syrup-soaked baklava-type items —
all permutations of a sugar, flour, nut and
butter mix — the best is antep fistikli sarmasi
(pistachio-filled baklava) — pricey at 3-4TL
per serving; other baklava tend to be cevizli
(walnut-filled), and slightly cheaper. Kinefe —
the “shredded wheat” filaments of kadayif
perched atop white cheese, baked and then
soaked in syrup — has become an ubiquitous
dessert in kebab and lahmacun places; both
baklava and kiinefe are often served, luxuri-
ously if not exactly healthily, with large
dollops of ice cream.

Puddings, ice cream and fruit

Less sweet and healthier are the milk-
based dishes, popular everywhere.
Supangile (“sup” for short, a corruption of
soupe d’Anglais) is an incredibly dense, rich
chocolate pudding with sponge or a biscuit
embedded inside. More modest are kegkdl
(vanilla and nut-crumble custard), and sdtlag

(rice pudding) — one dessert that’s consist-
ently available in ordinary restaurants. The
most complicated dish is tavukgdgsu, a
cinnamon-topped morsel made from hyper-
boiled and strained chicken breast, semolina
starch and milk. Kazandibi (literally “bottom
of the pot”) is tavukgdgst residue with a
dark crust on the bottom — not to be
confused with finn stitlag, which is actually
sttla¢ pudding with a scorched top baked in
a clay dish.

If you coincide with the Islamic month of
Muharrem, you'll be able to sample asure, a
devotional dish of Turkey’s Alevi and Bektasi
communities  (also available in many
pastanes year-round). A sort of rosewater
jelly laced with pulses, wheat berries, raisins
and nuts, it supposedly contains forty ingre-
dients, after a legend which claims that after
the Ark’s forty-day sail on the Flood, and the
first sighting of dry land, Noah commanded
that a stew be made of the forty remaining
kinds of food on board.

Traditional Turkish ice cream (dondurma)
is an excellent summer treat, provided it’s
genuine Maragh désme (whipped in the
Kahraman Maras tradition — a bit like Italian
gelato), not factory-produced rubbish. The
outlandishly costumed dondurma street-
sellers of yore have been overtaken by
upmarket parlours selling every conceivable
flavour; the best chain of these is Mado, with
high prices but equally high quality.

Summer fruit (meyve), generally means
kavun (Persian melon, honeydew) or karpuz
(watermelon). Autumn choices include kabak
tatlsi (candied squash with walnut chunks
and kaymak, or clotted cream) or ayva tatlisi
(stewed quince served with nuts or dried
fruit, topped with kaymak and dusted with
grated pistachio).

Tea is the national drink and an essential
social lubricant — you’ll most likely be offered
some within twenty minutes of arrival. It's
prepared in the caydanik or demlik, a
double-boiler apparatus, with a larger water
chamber underneath the smaller receptacle
containing dry leaves, to which a small
quantity of hot water is added. After a
suitable (or unsuitably long) wait the tea is
decanted into tiny tulip-shaped glasses, then
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diluted with more water to taste: acik is
weak, demli or koyu steeped. Sugar comes
as cubes on the side; milk is never added. If
you're frustrated by the usual tiny glass at
breakfast, ask for a dible ¢ay (a “double
tea”, served in a juice glass).

Herbal teas are also popular, particularly
thlamur (linden flower), kusburnu (rose hip),
papatya (camomile) and ada cay (“island”
tea), an infusion of a sage common in
coastal areas. The much-touted apple tea
(elma cay) contains chemicals and not a
trace of apple essence.

Coffee is not as commonly drunk in
Turkey, though instant is increasingly
popular, available in several brands besides
the inevitable Nescafé. It's much stronger,
however, than Anglo-Saxon formulas, more
in line with German tastes. The traditional,
fine-ground Turkish coffee is preferable,
brewed up sade (without sugar), orta sekerli
(medium sweet) or cok sekerli (very sweet).
Only in the largest towns and more
cosmopolitan resorts will you find Western
notions (and Western pricings) of coffee,
such as filtered or cappuccino. For extended
tea- or coffee-drinking sessions, retire to a
cay bahgesi (tea garden), which may also
serve ice cream and soft drinks.

Fruit juice (meyva suyu) can be excellent if
it comes as pulp in a bottle, most often as
kayisi (apricot), seftali (peach) and visne
(sour cherry); thin, preservative-spiked
cardboard-packaged juice-drinks are
distinctly less thriling. Of late there’'s a
veritable craze for fresh-squeezed, pricey
karadut suyu (red mulberry juice) and nar
suyu (pomegranate juice).

Bottled spring water (memba suyu), or
fizzy mineral water (maden suyu) are
restaurant staples, but in some establish-
ments chilled, potable tap water in a glass
bottle or a jug is routinely provided, for which
there should be no extra charge. Megsrubat
is the generic term for all types of
carbonated soft drinks.

Certain beverages accompany particular
kinds of food or appear at set seasons.
Sicak sdt (hot milk) is the traditional comple-
ment to bdrek, though in winter it's fortified
with salep, made from the ground tubers of

a phenomenally expensive wild orchid
(Orchis mascula) gathered in coastal hills
near izmir. Salep is a good safeguard
against colds (and also reputedly an
aphrodisiac), though most packages sold
are heavily adulterated with powdered milk,
starch and sugar — only in the izmir bazaar
will you find the real thing (which incidentally
it's illegal to export). Ayran (chilled,
watered-down yoghurt) is always on offer at
pidecis and kebapcis, an excellent accom-
paniment to spicy meat. In autumn and
winter, stalls sell boza, a delicious, mildly
fermented millet drink. Similarly tangy is sira,
a lightly alcoholic grape juice acceptable to
religious Muslims and available in late
summer and autumn.

Since the accession of the nominally Islamist
AK Parti in 2002, there’s good and bad
news concerning alcoholic drinks (ickiler) in
Turkey. These are still available theoretically
without restriction in resorts — even within
200m of a mosque, normally a no-no —
though booze has vanished from all munici-
pally owned concessions in the many
AK-run towns, and you wil have some
thirsty moments in conservative interior
towns such as Afyon, Konya, Erzerum or
Diyarbakir. The ruling party has also slapped
a twenty percent tax on all alcohol, pushing
prices (beer aside) up significantly. The
bright spot has been the sale and break-up
of Tekel (the state alcohol-producing
monopoly) and resulting increased competi-
tion and quality amongst distilled spirits.

Beer

Beer (bira) comes principally in returnable
bottles but also in cans (expensive) and on
draught (ficr bira; cheaper). Prices vary
widely, from 2TL per bottle in a shop to 6TL
in a mid-range bar, with even higher prices
prevailing in trendier clubs — 4-5TL is typical
at restaurants. The most popular domestic
brand is Efes Pilsen (5 percent ABV); it’s
normally sold as a half-litre bottle, though
also exists as 33cl bottles or cans of “Lite”
(low alcohol), “Dark” (6.1 percent), and “Xtra”
(7.5 percent). The main international brands
are Tuborg and Carlsberg, both brewed



locally. Gusta is a dark, locally brewed wheat
beer which makes a nice change. Imported
bottled beers are also available in the largest
cities, at a price. There are very few relatively
civilized beer pubs as opposed to the beer
hall (birahane), imitation German-style
establishments, which often have a distinctly
macho atmosphere.

Wine

Wine (sarap) comes from vineyards
scattered across western Anatolia between
Cappadocia, the Euphrates Valley, Thrace
and the Aegean. Fine wine now has a local
audience, with expensive imported labels
available in most upmarket town-centre or
hotel restaurants and the bigger supermar-
kets. Local wines are also now better distrib-
uted, resulting in a huge variety in trendy
resorts, though quality remains inconsistent.
Red wine is kirmizi, white beyaz, rose roze. In
shops, count on paying 8-18TL per bottle of
basic to mid-range wine, or as much as
25TL for a bottle from some obscure, self-
styled boutique winery that may be scarcely
better than the major players. In restaurants,
it will be double that — if you’re not keen on
shelling out for a bottle of an unknown
quantity, most places sell a few labels by the
glass (kade’le in Turkish) for 6-8TL.

The market is dominated by two large
vintners: Doluca (try their Antik premium
labels, or Moskado Sek) and Kavaklidere
(whose Gankaya white, Angora red and Lal
rose are commendable). Kavaklidere also
produces a sparkling white, inci Damalasi,
the closest thing to local champagne. Other
smaller, regional brands to watch for include
Turasan, Narbag, and Peribacasi (Cappa-
docia). Feyzi Kutman red in particular is
superb, though rarely found outside the
largest centres; another affordable Aegean

producer worth sampling is Sevilen, which
makes organic reds — Merlot and Cabernet —
at premium prices, good whites and a
palatable, MOR label, Tellibag. Similarly
confined to their areas of production are
Majestik red, available only around izmir,
cheap-and-cheerful wines from Sirince, plus
the vintners of Bozcaada, covered in detail
on p.209.

Raki and other spirits

The Turkish national aperitif is raki, not unlike
Greek ouzo but stronger (45-48 percent
alcohol), usually drunk over ice and topped
up with bottled water. The meyhane routine
of an evening is for a group to order a big
bottle of raki, a bucket of ice and a few
bottles of water, and then slowly drink
themselves under the table between bites of
seafood meze or nibbles of cerez — the
generic term for pumpkin seeds, chickpeas,
almonds etc, served on tiny plates. Since
the Tekel was broken up, private distilleries
of varying quality have proliferated, the best
(and priciest) being Efe, particularly its green-
label line. However, Burgaz brand is often
better value and nearly as good (again in
green-label variety). Tekirdag, especially its
“gold series”, is also recommendable. Sadly,
most of the time only the ex-Tekel Yeni is
available at most establishments, with a
double raki in a meyhane running 6-8TL.
Shop carefully for souvenir bottles — prices
vary from 27TL for a 70cl bottle of Burgaz in
an expensive resort to just 37TL for a full litre
of Efe in a megastore.

Stronger spirits — cin (gin), votka (vodka)
and kanyak (cognac) — exist as imported
labels or cheaper but often nastier yerli
(locally produced) variants. Domestically
produced, rather cloying liqueurs may be
given on the house as a digestif.
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Health

No special inoculations are required for Turkey, although the cautious might want
typhoid and tetanus jabs, particularly for eastern Anatolia. Some visitors also get
injections against hepatitis A, for which the risk is possibly greater in istanbul than
in rural areas. Malaria is a seasonal (April-July) problem between Adana and
Mardin (in Chapter 11), especially in areas irrigated by the Southeastern Anatolia
Project. However, for brief visits you shouldn’t need prophylactic drugs. For

up-to-date advice consult a travel clinic.

Stomach upsets and
drinking water

drinkable, though not exactly delectable

(some restaurants may serve it chilled and
minimally filtered). In istanbul, however, it is :
absolutely to be avoided in favour of bottled
water. Rural springs are labelled icilir,
igilbelir or igme suyu (all meaning “potable”), :
metre-long Ottoman viper, fortunately rare,

or icilmez (not drinkable).

Particularly during the hot summer :
months, serious food poisoning is a§
possibility — even in the biggest cities and :
resorts, and especially in southeastern :
Turkey. In restaurants, avoid dishes that
look as if they have been standing around :
and make sure meat and fish are well :
grilled. Don’t, whatever you do, eat stuffed
. confined to rural areas of several provinces

mussels in summer. If you're struck down,

let the bug run its course and drink lots of
fluids; eating plain white rice and yoghurt :
also helps. Stubborn cases will need a
course of antibiotics or Flagyl (metronida- :
zole), the latter effective against giardia and :
you do suspect you have been bitten by a
pharmacists (see opposite) are trained to :
recognize symptoms and you don’t need a -
© attention immediately. Farmland is often

protozoans as well as certain bacteria;

prescription.

: Bites and stings

Mosquitoes are often a problem, and
Many people experience bouts of diarrhoea,
especially on longer stays. If you do get :
struck down note that Lomotil or Imodium :
(trade names for diphenoxylate), are easily
available in Turkey. They allow you to travel :
without constantly running to the bathroom,
but do not kil the bug that ais you.
Buscopan, also sold locally, is particularly :
good for stomach cramps while Ge-Oral
powder dissolved in pure water is an :
effective rehydration remedy. Turkish tap
water is heavily chlorinated and usually :
. trodden on; the splinters must be removed

since no good topical repellents are
available locally, you should bring your
own. At night mozzies are dispatched with
locally sold incense coils (spiral t(tst) or an
Esem Mat, a small, electrified tray that
slowly vaporizes an odourless disc. A
mosquito net is a ¢ibindirik, provision of
which by hotels and pansiyons in heavily
infested areas is almost standard.

Jellyfish are an occasional hazard along
the Aegean shore; more ubiquitous are sea
urchins, whose spines easily detach if

to prevent infection. Snakes and scorpions
can lurk among the stones at archeological
sites, and in nooks and crannies of ground-
floor accommodation. There are two kinds of
vipers (engerek in Turkish): the deadly,

and the smaller, more common and less
dangerous asp viper. Neither is particularly
aggressive unless disturbed; both are most
commonly seen during mild spring days.
Certain ticks in Turkey carry the Crimean-
Congo haemorragic fever (CCHF) virus, with
hundreds of cases (and fatalities in two
figures) annually, though the danger seems

between Ankara and the Black Sea.
Although rare (one to two cases per year)
rabies is another potential danger. Be wary
of any animal that bites, scratches or licks
you, particularly if it’s behaving erratically. If

rabid animal, wash the wound thoroughly
(preferably with iodine) and seek medical



patrolled by giant Sivas-Kangal sheepdogs,

though these are rarely aggressive unless :
: major universities — eg Istanbul, izmir, Edime
: and Bursa - also have teaching hospitals
infinitely better than the state hospitals, but

Minor complaints can be dealt with at a : !esS expensive than the private ones.

pharmacy (eczane); even the smallest town :
will have one. Turkish pharmacists may know
some English or German, and dispense :
medicines that would ordinarily require a :
locally . doctor, hotel-room visits will cost about €50,
produced (as opposed to imported) medicines :
are low, but it may be difficult to find exact :
home  prescription.
Nébet(ci) or night-duty pharmacies are often :

found near hospitals; a duty roster is posted in
. resort. In a medical emergency summon an

their flock is closely approached.

Medical treatment

prescription  abroad. Prices for

equivalents

to your

Turkish in every chemist’s front window.

For more serious conditions go to one of :
or a
hospital (hastane), indicated by a blue street :
sign with a large white “H” on it. Hospitals
are either public (Devlet Hastane or SSK
Hastanesi) or private (Ozel Hastane); the :
latter are (usually) preferable in terms of
cleanliness and standard of care, and since :

the public clinics (saglk ocagi),

all foreigners must pay for treatment, you
may as well get the best available. Fees are

. reciprocal healthcare arrangements between

Turkey and the EU). The medical faculties of

Admission desks of private hospitals can
also recommend their affiliated doctors if you
don’t want or need to be an in-patient. If
you’re too ill to move, but must summon a

with perhaps another €25 for medication
delivered from a local pharmacy. If you’re on
a package tour, the better companies will
have arrangements with competent, English-
speaking doctors and dentists in or near the

ambulance by dialling ® 112.

Contraception and
female hygeine

International brands of birth control pills
(dogum kontrol hapilari) are sold at pharma-
cies. Condoms (preservatif) are sold in most
pharmacies and also supermarkets like Gima

and Migros; don’t buy off street-carts, where
: stock may be tampered with or expired.
lower than in northern Europe and North :
America but still substantial enough to make
insurance cover essential (there are no :

Tampons are available from pharmacies and
supermarkets at UK prices; Orkid is the
adequate domestic brand of “sanitary towel”.

Culture and etiquette

Many Turks, even in remote areas, have lived and worked abroad (mainly in
Germany) or at tourist resorts in Turkey, and are used to foreign ways. But
traditional customs matter, and although you’re unlikely to cause offence through
a social gaffe, it’s best to be aware of prevailing customs. Also, many Turks are
devout (or at least conservative) Muslims, so you should adhere to local dress
codes - particularly away from resorts and when visiting mosques. For more on

the Turkish art of bargaining see p.59.

Invitations and meals

Hospitality (misafirperverlik) is a pillar of rural
Turkish culture, so you're unlikely to leave :
the country without at least one invitation to
drink tea, either in a cayhane (teahouse) or -

. someone’s home. If you really can’'t spare

the time, mime “thanks” by placing one
hand on your chest and pointing with the
other to your watch and then in the direction
you're headed. If you do stop, remember

)
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that drinking only one glass may be
interpreted as casting aspersions on their
tea. If offered a full meal, decline the first
offer — if it's sincere it will be repeated at
least twice and custom demands that you
accept the third offer.

Being invited for a meal at a Turkish
home is both an honour and an obligation.
Always remove your shoes at the door. In
urban, middle-class homes you'll sit at a
table and eat with cutlery. In village houses,
however, the meal is usually served at a low
table with cushions on the floor; hide your
feet under the table or a dropcloth provided
for the purpose. (Feet, shod or not, are
considered unclean and should never be
pointed at anyone.) When scooping food
with bread sections from a communal bowl,
use your right hand - the left is reserved for
bodily hygeine. If you use toothpicks
provided at restaurants, cover your mouth
while doing so.

Turkey remains a conservative country
concerning dress. Beachwear should be
confined to the beach, while strolling
shirtless  around  resort  streets s
ultra-offensive (though plenty of foreign
men do it). Tight clothing, halter tops,
skimpy shorts and the like should also be
avoided away from heavily touristed areas.
Nude sunbathing is not acceptable
anywhere though at any major Mediterra-
nean/Aegean resort discreet topless
sunning takes place.

If you venture much off the tourist track,
accept that being stared at is part of the
experience and not considered rude. In
some parts of the southeast, you may be
mobbed by small children wishing to guide
you around the local ruins and/or beg for
pens, sweets or money.

Turks employ a variety of not immediately
obvious body language. Clicking the
tongue against the roof of the mouth and
simultaneously raising the eyebrows and
chin means “no” or “there isn’t any”; those
economical of movement will rely on their
eyebrows alone. By contrast, wagging the
head rapidly from side to side means
“Explain, | don’t understand”, while a single,
obliquely inclined nod means “yes”.

In remoter areas, black and Asian people
may find themselves something of a
curiosity, and may receive unsolicited
comments — ranging from Arap! (a Black!) to
the notionally more appreciative cok guizel
(very pretty!). Turkey is in fact one of the least
racist countries around the Mediterranean.
Many black footballers from Africa and
South America play in Turkish teams and
you may also notice the country’s black
minority group, termed “Afro Turks”, particu-
larly around izmir.

While many female travellers encounter
little more than some flirtatious banter while
traveling in Turkey, a minority experience
unwanted attention and more serious
harrassment in both resorts and rural areas.
The key to avoiding trouble is to be aware of
your surroundings, dress and behaviour and
how it might be interpreted. If travelling
alone, it's best to stick to mid-range hotels
(particularly in the interior) and schedule
transport to arrive during daylight hours.
That said, the back-streets of most Turkish
towns are a lot safer at night than those of
many Western cities. This is partly due to
heavy police presence; do not hesitate to
ask them for help. Away from the main
resorts, unaccompanied women are a rare
sight at night; when heading out for an
evening, try to go as part of a group, prefer-
ably mixed-sex, otherwise as an all-female
group, which may, however, get some
unwelcome  attention. In  restaurants,
unaccompanied women may be directed to
the aile salonu (family parlour), usually
upstairs, rather than be served with other
diners. While public drunkenness is
unacceptable for both genders, this is
especially true for women.

Turkish women have over the years
devised successful tactics to protect
themselves from harassment - specifically,
avoiding eye contact with men and looking
as confident and purposeful as possible.
When all else fails, the best way of neutral-
izing harassment is to make a public scene.
You won't elicit any sympathy by swearing in



Turkish, but the words Ayip (“‘Shame!”) or
Beni rahatsiz ediyorsun (“You're disturbing
me”), spoken very loudly, generally have the
desired effect — passers-by or fellow passen-
gers will deal with the situation for you. Defol
(“Piss offl”) and Birak beni (“Leave me alone”)
are stronger retorts. In general, Turkish men
back down when confronted and cases of
violent sexual harassment are very rare.

Prostitution

Prostitution is thriving in Turkey, both in
legal, state-controlled brothels and, illegally,
on the streets and in certain bars and
dubious hotels. Many prostitutes working
here illegally are from Russia and former
Soviet-bloc countries such as Moldova or
Ukraine, and are known locally as
“Natashas”. Female travellers may be
mistaken for prostitutes by local men
assuming that any foreign woman out
unaccompanied at night must be on the
game. If you wander through seedy
districts such as Laleli/Aksaray in istanbul,
or stumble across known pick-up points on
major highways, expect to be followed by
kerb-crawlers; it's usually enough to explain
that you’re not a natasha. This Guide

doesn’t recommend hotels used for prostitu-
tion but management and clientele can
change, so keep your antennae primed.

Turkish society has always been deeply
ambivalent about male homosexuality,
since the days of a rampantly bisexual
Ottoman culture, when transvestite dancers
and entertainers were the norm. That said,
public attitudes are generally intolerant or
closeted. The only place with a recognized
gay scene is Istanbul, though the more
liberal towns of Antalya and Izmir and the
resorts of Bodrum, Marmaris and Alanya are
considered gay friendly.

Homosexual acts between adults over 18
are legal, but existing laws against
“spreading homosexual information” in print
— ie advocating the lifestyle — are sporadically
enforced, “Gay Pride” festivals have been
forcibly cancelled, and police have raided
istanbul’s numerous gay bars on occasion,
forcing customers to submit to STD testing.
Things have worsened under the current
government, with increased cases of police
harassment, censorship of gay websites and

Acceptable behaviour and roles for women vary widely by class and region. In
Istanbul and along the heavily touristed coastline, social freedom approximates that
in Western Europe; in more traditional areas females act conservatively, with

headscarves in abundance.

Turkish women have long held jobs in the professions and civil service as well as
in the tourist sector in hotels and for airlines. You will also see female police but
rarely encounter them working in bazaars, restaurants and bars. Recently, fast-food
chains and supermarkets have offered more job opportunities. In rural areas,
women rarely have access to formal employment and work the land. Literacy
rates for girls are also significantly lower in rural areas despite primary education

being compulsory.

In villages parents still choose wives for their sons; in cities more Western attitudes
prevail and couples even live together unmarried. Abortion is available on demand;
contraceptives are readily obtainable; and a baby can be registered to unmarried
parents. The annual birth rate is typically under two children per woman, though
there’s a huge disparity between eastern and western Turkey. The law gives men
considerable say over their children, though divorce law is fairly equitable.

Sadly Turkey is also known for hundreds of annual “honour” killings, particularly
in Kurdish areas. These occur for actual or suspected adultery, pregnancy out of
wedlock or dating someone disapproved of by the family. While in the past this
crime was carried out by a male relative, lately women have been forced to commit

suicide instead.
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hate crimes — including periodic murders of
transexuals — being left uninvestigated.

There are currently two gay activist
groups locally: a chapter of the gay-rights
group Lambda (@www.lambdaistanbul.org),
and an “alternative” gay/lesbian/transsexual
group, Kaos (®www.kaosgl.com), both with
English news pages.

Despite Turkey’s avowedly secular
constitution, at least half the population are
conservative/observant Muslims, something
to remember when visiting a mosque. Most
of those likely to be of interest to a foreigner
(and many more besides) post the following
entry rules by the door:

The hamam (Turkish bath) once played a pivotal role in hygiene, social discourse
and religious life (they were often part of a mosque complex) in Turkey, but as the
standard of living has increased, its importance has diminished. As an exercise in
nostalgia, however, it's well worth visiting one — istanbul in particular boasts many
historic hamams worth experiencing for their architecture alone — and, of course,
they make for a very relaxing end to a day of slogging around the sights.

Most Turkish towns (except for some coastal resorts formerly populated by
Orthodox Christians) have at least one hamam, usually signposted; otherwise look
for the distinctive external profile of the roof domes. Ordinary hamams charge
8-10TL basic admission, the price normally indicated by the front desk; hamams in
coastal tourist resorts and istanbul can be far more expensive (15-25TL), with an
optional massage adding to the cost. Baths are either for men or women, or sexually
segregated on a schedule, with women usually allotted more restricted hours,

usually midweek during the day.

On entering, leave your valuables in a small locking drawer, keeping the key
(usually on a wrist thong) with you for the duration. Bring soap and shampoo as it’'s
not always sold in the foyer. Men are supplied with a pestamal, a thin, wraparound
sarong, women generally enter in knickers but not bra; both sexes get takunya,
awkward wooden clogs, and later a havlu (towel). Leave your clothes in the

changing cubicle (camekan in Turkish).

The hararet or main bath chamber ranges from plain to ornate, though any
decent hamam will be marble-clad at least up to chest height. Two or more halvets,
semi-private corner rooms with two or three kurnas (basins) each, lead off from the
main chamber. The internal temperature varies from tryingly hot to barely lukewarm,
depending on how well run the baths are. Unless with a friend, it’s one customer to
a set of taps and basin; refrain from making a big soapy mess in the basin, which is
meant for mixing pure water to ideal temperature. Use the scoop-dishes provided to
sluice yourself. It's considered good etiquette to clean your marble slab with a few

scoopfuls of water before leaving.

At the heart of the hamam is the gébek tagi or “navel stone”, a raised platform
positioned over the furnaces that heat the premises. The gébek tas/ will be piping
hot and covered with prostrate figures absorbing the heat. It’s also the venue for
(very) vigorous massages from the tellék or masseur/masseuse. A kese (abrasive
mitt) session from the same person, in which dead skin and grime are scrubbed
away, will probably suit more people. Terms for the telléks’ services should be
displayed in the foyer. Few hamams have a masseuse, so female visitors will have
to think very carefully before accepting a massage from a masseur — though this is
far from unknown. Scrubs and massages are charged extra, so make sure you
know what you’ll be paying. Upon return to your cubicle with its reclining couch(es)
you’ll be offered tea, soft drinks or mineral water — charged extra as per a posted
price placard. Except in heavily touristed establishments, tips apart from the listed

fees are not required or expected.



e Cover your head (women) and shoulders/ :
© course a major outcry, largely from the
. owners of kahvehanes (the basic, invariably

upper arms (both sexes)

* No shorts or miniskirts

® Take off your shoes before entering

Many mosques now provide a plastic bag to
slip your shoes into and carry them around

with you. Alternatively, place your footwear :
clear on whether puffing on a herbal nargile

In very devout cities such as Konya or :
Sanlurfa, avoid coinciding with noon prayers
— particularly those on Friday, the most
important session of the week. Once inside, Western-style toilets are now common in
you're free to wander around and admire the :

is often  across the country. The only difference

on the shelves provided.

mosque — but photography
forbidden. Keep quiet as there are often
people praying or reciting the Koran outside
of prayer times. Upkeep of the building is

down to charity, so you may want (or : on is ysually located on the wall behind the

occasionally be requested) to contribute to : |55 The waste bins provided are for used
the collection box. The call to prayer echoes :

out five times daily: sunrise, midday, late

afternoon, sunset and after dark.

Smoking

tion (around 25 million) indulging the nicotine
habit, the old saying “smokes like a Turk” is

a fairly accurate assessment. Yet things are :
Smoking was
banned on public transport and in airports, :
bus terminals and train stations back in :
1997, and much to everyone’s surprise, the
: and a lira on your way out and, in return,
it was prohibited in all public buildings, and
all enclosed public spaces including bars, :

beginning to change.

law is more or less adhered to. In July 2009,

Festivals

© major cities),
© toilets are still the norm, especially those
© attached to service stations, basic eateries
With over forty percent of the adult popula- :

cafés, restaurants and clubs. There was of

all-male, tea-and-coffee dens), some of
whom claim their profits dropped fifty
percent overnight. At the time of writing
nobody, including the authorities, seemed

counts as smoking.

Toilets

many hotels, restaurants, cafés and bars

you're likely to notice is a small pipe fitted at
the rear rim of the basin — which serves the
same purpose as a bidet. The tap to turn it

toilet paper — blockages are not uncommon.
In rural areas (and less touristed parts of
however, traditional squat

and mosques. Mosque loos are often the
only “public” toilet you'll be able to find in
remote parts of big cities or in smaller towns.
There'’s always a tap and plastic jug next to
the toilet for washing the unmentionables
but few provide paper, so carry some
around with you. An attendant at the
entrance will divest you of between 50 kurus

give you a tissue and splash of cologne on
your hands.

Celebrations in Turkey comprise religious festivals, observed throughout the Islamic
world on dates determined by the Muslim Hijra calendar, and annual cultural or
harvest extravaganzas held in various cities and resorts across the country.

Religious festivals

The most important religious festival is :
Ramadan (Ramazan in Turkish), the Muslim :

month of daylight abstention from food, : from sunrise to sunset. Some restaurants

: water,

tobacco and sexual relations.
Otherwise, life carries on as normal despite
the fact that half the population is fasting
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close for the duration or severely curtail
their menus, others discreetly hide their
salons behind curtains, but at most
establishments you will be served with
surprisingly good grace. The Koran allows
pregnant and nursing mothers, the infirm
and travellers to be excused from obligatory
fasting; immediately after dark there’s an
orgy of eating (the iftar yemegdi) by the
famished in places public and private and
restaurants will be sold out of everything
within an hour of sunset.

Kadir Gecesi (The Eve of Power), when
Mohammed is supposed to have received
the Koran from Allah, takes place between
the 27th and 28th days of the month of
Ramadan. Mosques - brilliantly illuminated
for the whole month — are full all night, as it's
believed that prayers at this time have
special efficacy. On Arife, the last day of
Ramadan, it is customary to go to the
cemeteries and pay respects to departed
ancestors; many rural restaurants close that
evening. The three-day Seker Bayrami
(Sugar  Holiday) immediately  follows
Ramadan, celebrated by family reunions and
the giving of presents and sweets to
children, and restrained general partying in
restaurants; on Arife eve you will have to
book well in advance for tables at better
establishments.

The four-day Kurban Bayrami (Festival of
the Sacrifice), in which the sacrificial offering
of a sheep represents Abraham’s son
Ishmael (a Koranic version of the Old
Testament story) is marked by the massive
slaughter of sheep. Only wealthy families can
afford to buy a whole animal, so part of the
meat is distributed to the poor of the
neighbourhood.

During the Seker and Kurban festivals
travel becomes almost impossible — without
advance planning you won’t get a seat on
any long-distance coach, train or plane. If
you're driving, note that the already high
accident rate on Turkey’s roads soars in
these national holidays. Many shops and all
banks, museums and government offices
close during these periods (although corner
grocery stores and most resort shops stay
open) and when the festivals occur close to
a national secular holiday, the whole country
effectively grinds to a halt for up to a week.

Religious festival dates

As the Islamic calendar is lunar, the dates of
the four important religious festivals drift
backwards eleven days each year (twelve in
a leap vyear) relative to the Gregorian
calendar. Future dates of festivals given on
Islamic websites are provisional, owing to
factors such as when the moon is sighted
and the international dateline.

Seker Bayrami

10-12 Sept, 2010
31 Aug—2 Sept, 2011
19-21 Aug, 2012
8-10 Aug, 2013

Kurban Bayrami

16-20 Nov, 2010
6-10 Nov, 2011

26-30 Oct, 2012
15-18 Oct, 2013

Cultural festivals are most interesting in cities
and resorts with the resources to attract
internationally renowned acts. Almost every
town will have some yearly bash, though
many are of limited interest to outsiders.
We've highlighted the best below, with fuller
descriptions in the Guide.

Folk-dance festivals provide an opportu-
nity to see some of Turkey’s best dance
troupes perform a sample of the varied
repertoire of Turkish dances in traditional
costumes. There’s a full festival calendar for
istanbul on p.138, in additon to the
summary below.

January

at Selguk, last two weekends,
though bouts (between two male camels in rut) occur
throughout Aydin province from December onwards.

April
Full-length
features and documentaries.
May
Even-

numbered years; dance and workshops as well as
theatre performances.



Takava Gypsy Festival at Kirklareli, featuring
bonfires; around May 5-6.

Ephesus Festival The ancient theatre hosts folk
dancing plus more conventional acts.

Hidirellez Gypsy festival at Edirne, May 5-6,
with music and dance.

June—-July

0il wrestling (Yagh giires) near Edirne, late June
or early July (see p.166).

Kafkasor Festival at Artvin, late June, features
bullfighting between young beasts.

Pir Abdal Musa in Tekke village near Elmall, early
June; rites honouring the second most important
Alevi saint after Haci Bektas Veli.

istanbul International Classical Music
Festival Performances often in historic venues by
top soloists and orchestras.

International Izmir Festival Pop festival with
many international names performing at Ephesus
theatre and Gesme castle.

Aspendos Opera and Ballet Festival The
Mediterranean Coast’s big highbrow event.
Istanbul Jazz Festival Jazz as well as rock acts
(see p.138); early July.

August

Chef’s Contest at Mengen (Bolu province) — the
region purportedly produces the country’s best cooks.

The media

: Haci Bektas Veli Commemoration at Hacibektas
- village, latter half of August. Bektasis and their

- affiliates, the Alevis, meet for a weekend of ritual

: singing and dancing.

September—October

 Bodrum Festival Centred on the castle there,

© stressing ballet and opera; early Sept.

Istanbul Biennial Art exhibition held odd-

. numbered years; dozens of projects lasting into
. November.

: Akbank Jazz Festival Istanbul More traditional
* programme than the July event.

i Altin Portakal (“Golden Orange”) Film
Festival Antalya; a major fixture on the

. international festival circuit.

i Grape Harvest/Wine Festival Urgip,

. Cappadocia features some of the better local

© winery products.

© Watermelon Festival in Diyarbakir, showcases
the region’s most outsized fruit; mid- to late

. September.

: Tourism and Handicrafts Festival in Avanos,
: promotes the town’s distinctive pottery.

December

Mevlana Festival at Konya, 1017 of month;
. Whirling dervish performances at the home of the
- order (see also p.457).

Newspapers and magazines were forbidden in Turkey until the mid-nineteenth
century; now there are over forty titles, representing the full gamut of public
tastes. The airwaves were government-controlled until the late 1980s, but the
advent of satellite dishes and overseas transmitters has seen a huge growth in TV

and radio stations of variable quality.

Turkish-language
publications

Three titles — Sabah, Hdrriyet and Milliyet —
dominate the newspaper market. Politically :
left of these stands Radikal, although another
title, Taraf, is far more radical than Radikal :
. for the distinctive artwork of L-Manyak, Le

and frequently incurs establishment ire.

Cumhuriyet, founded as the mouthpiece of

. the Turkish republic in 1924, mixes conserva-
© tive nationalism with old-style socialism.

Turkey’s liberal-Islamist papers, Yeni Safak
and Zaman, give generally inteligent and
thoughtful coverage. Satirical weekly comic
strips have a long history in Turkey. Look out

Man, Penguen and Uykusuz.

)
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The  longest-running English-language
newspaper, available in major cities and
resorts, is the Hdrriyet Daily News. Poor
translation sometimes makes it a turgid read
though it’'s useful for its daily listings — mainly
for Istanbul, Ankara and Izmir. Today’s
Zaman is backed by the controversial
Islamic scholar/businessman Fetullah Gulen.
It's more professional, glossier and reads
better than the HDN. The Daily News follows
the secular/nationalist line and Today’s
Zaman is liberal/Islamic. Both have online
versions at @www.hurrriyetdailynews.com
and www.todayszaman.com respectively.
Time Qut Istanbul, the local imprint of the
London listings magazine, with an eighty-
page English edition (5TL), is by far the best
what's-on listings magazine available.
Bimonthly Cornucopia (20TL) is an upmarket
glossy, covering everything from history and
travel to carpets and property renovation.

Turkish channels include the four state-
owned TRT (Turkish Radio and Television)
channels, with a mix of films, panel discus-
sions, classical Turkish music shows and
soaps. TRT-6, launched in 2009, broke a
long-held Republican taboo by broadcasting
in Kurdish. The most watched private
channels include Show, Star, ATV and Kanal
D. For Turkish pop the MTV-style Kral and
Power Turk lead the way, whilst Dream has
a mix of Turkish and Western sounds.

The nation’s leading digital company,
Digiturk, has a number of English-language
channels including CNBC-e and E2, both of
which concentrate on re-runs of US TV
shows and films. BBC Entertainment offers a
mix of BBC comedies, dramas and soaps,
whilst CNN, BBC World and Al Jazeera are
best for news. Most high-end hotels
subscribe to the Digiturk package screening
these channels.

Digiturk also shows Turkish Premier League
football on its Lig TV channel. English
Premier League matches are shown on
Spormax — many bars, and cafés subscribe
to these and often have big screens.

Don’t bank on watching YouTube
while you're here. It was first closed
in 2007 for featuring a clip insulting
to the nation’s founder, Mustafa
Kemal Atatlrk, a crime (along with
the rather vague offence of “insulting
Turkishness”) under Turkish law.
Although soon back online, it was
blocked again in January 2008 and
was still blocked at the time of
writing. Many other sites have been
banned by the courts for the same
reasons. So if the website you're
after comes up with the message
“Bu siteye erisim engellenmistir’
(“This site has been disabled”), you’ll
know why.

Frequency-crowding means even popular
channels are almost impossible to pick up
without interference. Of the four public
radio stations, Radyo Uc (The Third
Programme or TRT-3), most commonly
found at 88.2, 94 and 99MHz, broadcasts
the highest proportion of Western music.
NTV Radiyo (102.8) has the news in English
at 6pm daily.

For Western music try Acik Radyo (FM 94.9)
for rock, jazz and soul. Alternatively search
out FM (99.5), Kiss FM (90.3) and Metro
FM (97.2). For Turkish music, the best stations
are Kral (92.0) and Best FM (98.4).

With the exception of istanbul's Beyoglu
district, which has some period-pieces
dating back to the 1920s, most cinemas are
in shopping malls. Films are shown in the
original language with Turkish subtitles,
though kid-orientated fims are dubbed into
Turkish. There are often five screenings daily,
generally at 11.30am or noon, then at
around 3pm, 6pm, 9pm and usually
midnight. Tickets in provincial cities cost
between 7-10TL, with reduced prices (5TL)
one or more days midweek; some of the
plusher Istanbul cinemas charge up to 15TL.
Films have a fifteen-minute interval.



Shopping

Few people return from Turkey without some kind of souvenir; whether it’s a
cheap-and-cheerful pack of local herbs and spices or an expensive carpet
depends on the budget of the traveller and the skill of the salesman. The best
selection of good-quality wares is to be found in the major tourist centres:
istanbul, Cappadocia, Bursa and the coastal resorts. You won't find a bargain at
the production centres themselves as wholesalers and collectors have been there

long before you.

How to bargain

want the item.

“Assistance” from  touts,

notes, either foreign or TL.

Don’t bargain for bus, rail or air tickets, or
. Western-style department stores, shopping

: malls and supermarkets — at least by the
© middle classes.

for fruit or vegetables at street markets.

Bazaars, shops, and
markets

malls that dominate the wealthier districts of
large cities.

. Essentially medieval

Bargaining is a way of lfe in Turkey; malls, they comprised several bedestens at

whether you love it or hate it depends on :

your character. In general it's acceptable to : Nked by covered arcades also originally

haggle over the price of souvenirs, which assigned to a particular trade — though strict
often lack price tags, meaning the vendor is :
able to adjust his asking price to what he
thinks you are wiling/able to pay. This :
applies to everything from expensive items : sions of the covered areas and governed by
such as carpets or kilims through to cheaper
items like lokum (Turkish Delight) and spices. :
As a guideline, begin at a figure lower than
whatever you are prepared to pay, say half :
the shopkeeper’s starting price. Once a
price has been agreed on, you are ethically :
committed to buy, so don’t commence :
haggling unless you are reasonably sure you

© importantly
whether in :
istanbul, major resorts or even provincial
towns, will automatically bump up the price :
thirty to fifty percent, as they will be getting a
commission. Also, be prepared to hand over :
between three and seven percent extra if :
paying by credit card; your bargaining
position is strongest with crisp, bunched :

Ottoman  shopping

which particular types of goods were sold,

segregation has long since broken down.
Surrounding these covered bazaars are
large areas of small shops, open-air exten-

the same rules: each shop is a separate unit
with an owner and apprentices, and
successful businesses are not allowed to
expand or merge.

Weekly or twice-weekly street markets
are held in most towns and all cities, similar
to those in northern Europe and selling
cheap clothes, household utensils and most
fruit, vegetables, cheese,
yoghurt, olives, nuts and the like. More
exotic are the semi-permanent flea markets
(bit pazar, literally “louse markets”), ranging
in quality from street stalls where old clothes
are sold and resold among the homeless, to
lanes of shops where you can buy second-
hand clothes, furniture or occasionally an
antique of real aesthetic or monetary value.

In many cities, particularly in istanbul,
everyday shopping is increasingly done in

There are several types of traditional bazaar Carpets and kilims

in Turkey, which continue to coexist with the
modern American/European-style shopping :
very long history (the designs on many kilims
. have their origins in the Neolitihic period). Be

Covered bazaars are found in larger :
towns like istanbul, Bursa and Sanlurfa. :

Turkish carpets and kilims (flat-weave rugs)
are renowned for their quality and have a

warned, though, that they are no longer
necessarily cheaper in Turkey than overseas,

©
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and some dealers reckon there are now
more old kiims and carpets outside the
country than in it.

Most visitors will find themselves in a carpet
shop at some point in their visit — willingly or
unwilingly. It's very easy to be drawn into
buying something you don'’t really want at a
price you can barely afford once you've been
smooth-talked and drip-fed with copious
quantities of apple tea. However, It's still
possible to get a good deal and enjoy the
process (see our tips below).

Carpets

Turkish carpets are single-sided, and knotted
with a pile. They are either all-wool, wool pile
on cotton warps and wefts, all-silk or — easily
mistaken for silk — a glossy mercerised cotton
pile on cotton warps and wefts. Needless to
say, the higher the silk content, the more
expensive the rug, with new, hand-woven
wool carpets starting from around €150 per
square metre, with pure silk ones starting at
€540. Turkish carpets are made using the
double-knot technique, making them more
durable than their single-knot Persian counter-
parts. The most famous Turkish carpets are
Hereke, named after their town of origin. Pure
silk, they have an extremely high-knot density.

Larger Hereke take up to four years to weave
and cost around €1,010 per square metre,
with prime examples going for tens of
thousands of euros. Silk carpets woven in the
Central Anatolian province of Kayseri are
usually a third cheaper. Other key carpet
maufacturing areas are Bergama, Usak and
Milas — all near the Aegean coast. Be warned
— any carpets which seem suspiciously cheap,
especially sik ones, are almost certainly
Chinese, not Turkish.

Kilims

A kilim is a pile-less, flat-woven wool rug.
The better-quality ones are double-sided
(that is, the pattern should look much the
same top or bottom). A cicim is a kilim with
additional, raised designs stitched onto it.
Traditionally woven by nomadic Anatolian
tribal groupings such as the Turcomans and
Kurds, kilims are generally much more
affordable than carpets. Prices for newly
woven examples (invariably woven by
women and sold by men) start from around
€30 per square metre, whereas a rare
antique kilim can fetch thousands of euros.
The vast majority of kiims are heavily
patterned with geometric motifs — invariably
stylized birds, animals, flowers or other

e Do some research, preferably before you leave home (check out some of the

books reviewed on p.735).

e Avoid buying in the first shop you visit, and look around several. You can always
go back - preferably the next day, when you’ve had time to think about it.

e Don’t be embarrassed at how many carpets the dealer is laying out for you
—that’s his (or usually his lowly assistant’s) job.

e Ask as many questions as you can - this will test the dealer’s worth, and could
give you some interesting historical background should you make a purchase.

e Check the pieces for flaws, marks and the density of weave — hand-woven wool
is preferable to machine as it is stronger and the rug will last for longer.

¢ Natural dyes such as tobacco and saffron are the most highly prized and less
likely to fade. You should be able to tell by opening up a section of the pile with
your fingers. If the tint at the bottom of the pile is different to that at the top it is a

chemical dye.

e Even in the most reputable shop bargaining is essential. Whatever you do, don’t
engage in the process if you’ve no intention of buying.
* You'll probably get a better deal for cash - this will also help overcome the

temptation to credit-card splurge.

¢ Most important of all, only buy the piece if you really like it and are sure it’ll look
the part back home — any other considerations such as future appreciation are

mere distractions.



images from the natural world which formed
the backdrop to the nomads’ lives. Originally
they were used as floor coverings, tent
partitions and blankets or, stitched together,
as storage/saddlebags and bolsters.

Clothes

Turkish designs are beginning to match the
quality of local fabrics such as Bursa silk and
Angora wool. Nowadays you will pay near-
Western prices for genuine locally designed
items at reputable shops — local brands are
aggressively protected from counterfeiting, if
necessary by police raids.

However, many visitors find it hard resist the
allure of the cheap fake designer clothing
available everywhere, with all the usual
suspects (Armani, Diesel, Louis Vuitton et al)
the victims. Genuine international designer
wear is priced little differently to elsewhere.

Jewellery

Both in terms of design, quality and price,
Turkey is a great country to buy jewellery.
Gold and silver are sold by weight — with
little regard for the disparate level of crafts-
manship involved — as are semi-precious
stones. At the time of writing silver was
0.9TL per gram, gold 47TL. One particularly
intricate method is telkari or wire filigree,
most of which comes from eastern Turkey,
particularly Diyarbakir and Mardin. Gold
in particular can be very good value and is
SO pure (22 carat) that telkari bangles bend
easily. Also remember that sterling silver
items should bear a hallmark.

Leather goods

Leather is still big business in Turkey. The
industry was originally based in western
Anatolia where alum deposits and acorn-
derived tannin aided the tanning process.
Today, izmir and istanbul stil have the
largest workshops, though the retail
business also booms on the Mediterranean
coast, particularly in Antalya and Alanya.
Jackets are the most obvious purchase, the
prices of which vary from around €70 from a
downmarket outlet to well over €350 from a
branded “designer” shop such as Matras,
Desa or Derimod. Shoes are less good value
and women'’s sizes rarely go over 40.

Miscellaneous souvenirs

A tavila takimi or backgammon set is a good
souvenir of Turkish popular culture. Mother-
of-pearl inlaid sets are the most expensive,
but as fakes abound be wary and if in doubt
go for one of the plain, wood-inlay sets.
Copperware is still spun and hammered in
the traditional way in some Turkish towns,
notably Gaziantep in the southeast. The
most popular items are lidded jugs, large
serving trays and bowls. Mavi boncuk (blue
bead) key rings, lintel ornaments and animal
collars are sold all over the place to ward off
nazar (the evil eye).

Meerschaum pipes carved from liletasi
stone quarried near Eskisehir, are available in
all tourist areas. Less common are Karagtz
puppets, representing the popular folk
characters Karagdz and Hacwvat, preferably
made from camel skin in Bursa. Towelling
and silk goods, the best of which come from
Bursa, are also good buys, as are the pure
cotton pestamals (the usually striped cotton
wraps used in Turkish baths), bathrobes and
tablecloths woven in Denizli. Kutahya
ceramics may not be the finest ever
produced in Turkey, but the vases, bowls,
plates and, in particular, tiles, churned out in
this western Anatolian town are attractive
enough and reasonable value as decorative
items. Revived iznik ware is a cut above, and
discussed fully on p.176. For more contem-
porary ceramics try the nationwide store
Pasabahce.

Musical instruments

Traditional Turkish musical instruments are
sold all over the country. The most easily
portable are the ney, the Mevlevi flute made
from a length of calamus reed, the davul or
drum, and the saz, the long-necked Turkish
lute. Rock and jazz musicians might like to
score, a bit cheaper than abroad, a set of
cymbals from one of two world-famous
brands — istanbul and Zildjian — both made
by istanbul-based or istanbul-origin
Armenian companies

If you've any interest in local recordings
it's worth listening to a cross section of
Turkish styles and making a purchase (CDs
go for 10-15TL) or two. See p.724 for a
discography of recommended items.
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Under Turkish law it is an offence to buy, sell, attempt to export or even possess
genuine antiquities (which includes fossils). Exact age limits are not specified,
suggesting that decisions by customs officials are subjective, though a principal
measure of antiquity is rarity. At popular archeological sites like Ephesus, you may
be offered “antiques” by hawkers though these are invariably fake.

In the case of carpets handled by established dealers, you run a very slight risk
of investing a lot of money in a supposed “collector’s item” that turns out to be
collectable only by the Turkish Republic. If you’re apprehensive about a proposed
purchase, ask the dealer to prepare both a fatura (invoice) recording the exact
purchase price — also necessary to satisfy customs — and a declaration stating that
the item is not an antiquity. Expect a heavy fine and possibly imprisonment if you

transgress these laws.

Spices and foodstuffs

Acknowledging the slight risk of having
certain goods confiscated on return to the
European Union or North America, locally
produced  spices, condiments and
foodstuffs make for a compact, lightweight
souvenir  purchase. Low-grade saffron
(zafran), the stamen of a particular kind of
crocus, is still gathered in northern Anatolia.
Sumac (sumak) is a ground-up purple leaf
for sprinkling on barbecued meats and salad
onions, much encountered in districts with
an Arab heritage. Pine nuts (dolmalik fistigr or
cam fistig), gathered in the coastal
mountains, are excellent and, especially if
purchased in northwest Turkey, are

considerably cheaper than in Europe.
Pekmez (molasses of grape, mulberry or
carob pods) is phenomenally nutritious and
makes a splendid ice cream, muesli or
yoghurt topping. Olive oil, most famously
from Gemlik, is a worthwhile purchase, as
are the olives it's made from. Olive oil soaps
are also popular, especially Defne Sabuni, a
laurel-scented olive-oil soap from Antakya.
Both hot and sweet peppers are made into
concentrated pastes (salgalar), while dried
aubergine/eggplant and pepper shells are
convenient for stuffing. Nar eksisi is a sour
sweet pomegranate syrup widely used as a
salad dressing or meat marinade. Turkish
Delight (lokum) is a perennial favourite and
comes in a bewildering variety of flavours.

Sports and outdoor activities

Football is hugely popular in Turkey, with
most Turks professing allegiance to one of
the “Big Three” istanbul sides Galatasaray,
Besiktag or Fenerbahce (for more information

and ticketing see p.125). The one exception
is the Black Sea coastal town of Trabzon,
whose citizens support their local team,
Trabzonspor — a club which ranks up there
with the istanbul big boys.



Turkey has produced plenty of home-
grown footballing talent (some now playing
in England, Germany and Spain) and many
Turkish teams now include international
players, particularly from Africa and South
America. The managers of the lIstanbul
giants are often recruited from abroad (with
mixed results; Spain’s successful national
coach Arragones lasted only a year at
Fenerbahge). Although the teams qualifying
for the European Cup usually fall at the first
hurdle, Galatasaray became the first Turkish
team to win the UEFA Cup (in 2000; beating
Arsenal 4-1 on penalties).

Matches are wusually on weekend
evenings between September and May.
Obtaining tickets for provincial teams is
usually both cheap and easy, with tickets
available at the ground on match day for
as little as 10TL, but prices rise sevenfold
or more when one of the istanbul “giants”
is in town. Many bars show games on big
screens, and can be very atmospheric,
especially for derby games.

Football violence is not uncommon here
(in 2000, two English Leeds United fans were
stabbed to death in Istanbul during running
street-fighting with Galatasaray fans) though
it's unlikely the average foreigner will get
caught up in trouble. While a losing team
occasionally gets attacked by its own
supporters, more likely you'll witness delirious
celebrations, with flag-waving fans leaning on
the horns of cruising cars embroiled in
massive traffic jams.

The small (though increasing) number of
Turkish hikers means foreign visitors have
virtually free-rein in this most mountainous of
countries. The absence of decent maps
(with a few exceptions) makes hiking a real
adventure here, but the unspoilt quality of
the countryside, the hospitality of rural Turks,
the fascination of the yaylas (summer
pastures) and the friendliness of other
mountaineers more than compensate.

The alpine Kagkar Daglari, paralleling the
Black Sea, are the most rewarding
mountains in Turkey for trekking and a
number of companies organize expeditions
there. Next up in interest are the Toros

(Taurus) ranges, which form a long chain
extending from central Turkey to above the
main Turquoise Coast resort areas. The
southwestern terminus of this range boasts
the wonderful way-marked Lycian Way
long-distance trail and the nearby but more
challenging St Paul Trail

Aside from this, high-altitude mountain-
eering in Turkey consists mostly of climbing
the volcanos of the central plateau. Serious
trekkers may not find these mountains quite
as interesting as the more conventional
ranges, but all offer superb views from their
summits. Most famous is 5137m Agn Dag
(Ararat) on the eastern borders of Turkey,
though this requires a special permit (see
p.680) because of its sensitive location. By
contrast, Erciyes and Hasan Dagi near
Cappadocia are excellent for winter ascents,
without any of the expense or bureaucracy
prevalent at Ararat. Stphan Dagi (4058m)
Turkey’s second highest volcanic peak,
stands in splendid isolation north of Lake
Van. Unfortunately the magnificent Cilo—-Sat
mountains south of Lake Van are sometimes
a battleground between the Kurdish separa-
tists and Turkish security forces so are
currently closed to outsiders.

Hiking equipment and safety

Alpine huts are nonexistent, so you'll need to
carry full camping gear to trek in the
mountains. It's best to bring your own as
only istanbul and Ankara have European-
standard mountaineering shops. Water can
be a problem in the limestone strata of the
Toros and on the volcanos, detailed maps
are very difficult to obtain (see p.64) and
trails (when present) are seldom marked.

Rescue services are no match for those
in more developed mountain areas in Europe
and the US, but things are improving. The
local jandarma (see p.67) will turn out in an
emergency, and AKUT (Search and Rescue
Association; ®www.akut.org.tr) have estab-
lished some eight centres across western,
southern and central Turkey (though not yet
in the popular Kackar range).

See the Outdoor adventure colour
section for more on Turkey’s sporting
activities.

SJIsvd

63



sJIsvd

64

You'll find details on specific hiking routes
through the Kackar Daglar and a selection of
walks on Bursa’s Uludag and along the
Turquoise Coast, in the Guide, but if you're
daunted at the prospect of going alone,
contact one of the adventure-travel companies
listed in the “Getting there” section on p.32.
The various guides to mountaineering and
trekking in Turkey are reviewed on p.736.

Trekking maps

Except for the Lycian Way, Kagkar mountains
and St Paul Trail; see p.325, p.595 & p.450),
it is virtually impossible to obtain large-scale
topographical maps of specific areas for
trekking (though usable enough maps for
the most popular trekking areas can be
found in Trekking in Turkey (o/p). The only
(medium-scale) maps available are 1:250,000
topographic sheets from the Turkish Mapping
Ministry (Harita Genel M(idirliigu ®0312/595
2072) in the Dikmen district of Ankara.
You will need to speak reasonable Turkish
to get in the door - it’s best to have a local
get them on your behalf. Omni Resources in
the US (®910/227-8300, ®www.omnimap
.com) stock 1980s-vintage, 1:50,000 Soviet
topographic maps for the entire country
although given their cost — nearly $2000
for the full, 162-sheet set (or $50 per single
sheet) — they are only really aimed at well-
funded expeditions.

Few foreigners come to Turkey specifically to
ski but it is growing in popularity and if you
are travelling around the country between
December and April it's well worth
considering a day or more on the piste. If
you're willing to forego doorstep skiing, it's
surprisingly easy and cheap to do it based in
towns like Erzurum or Bursa that are near to
resorts. The Turkish State Meteorological
Service gives information on snow heights at
the various resorts (@www.meteor.gov.tr).
Best known of Turkey's ski resorts is
Uludag, above Bursa, with easy and
intermediate runs, but the slopes are prone to
mist and snow turns slushy after February.
The Saklikent complex in the Beydarlagi near
Antalya would seem potentially ideal for an
early spring sea-cum-ski holiday, but snow
cover tends to be thin and runs limited. Close

by is much better Davraz, near isparta. Snow
conditions here are more reliable and there is
plentiful accommodation in the nearby
lakeside town of Egirdir as well as at the
resort. Roughly midway between istanbul and
Ankara, near Bolu, Kartalkaya is better than
any of the foregoing, despite a modest top
altitude of 2223m; facilities now nearly match
those of Uludag, plus there are several red
and black runs and, most importantly, in
recent years there has been plentiful snow.
The longest season and best snow condi-
tions are wusually at Palanddken, near
Erzurum, where the top lift goes over 3000m
and the Turkish Olympic team trains; there
are three chairlifts, one T-bar and a three-
kilometre-long gondola car to service a mix of
blue and red runs. At Tekir Yaylasi on Erciyes
Dagl near Kayseri, the season is nearly as
long, the snow almost as powdery, and the
top lift is 2770m (one to 3100m is planned),
though thus far runs are only green and red
grade, served by two chairlifts and two
T-bars. Sarikamis, near Kars has two chair-
lifts and one T-bar to service a handful of runs
(mostly red and blue grade); top lift is 2634m.

Waterskiing and its offspring, parasailing, are
available at most medium to large resorts;
the even more exciting thrill of kite-surfing is
centred on Alagati, near Cesme (see p.249),
whilst wind surfers head for the Bodrum
peninsula (see p.238).

For information on other activities including
scuba-diving and rock climbing, canyoning,
paragliding and ballooning see the Outdoor
adventure travel colour section.

Turkey stands astride several major
bird migration routes and possesses
some very bird-friendly habitat (see
p.411, p.425 & p.494 for site specific
information). On an active
birdwatching holiday you could expect
to tick off nearly three hundred
different species. For a database of
bird species and distribution in Turkey,
as reported by local and foreign
birdwatchers see @www.kusbank.org.



Travelling with children

Turks adore children and Turkish families tend to take their children with them
wherever they go, thinking nothing of letting them run around restaurants until the
early hours. In this sense, the country is a great place to visit with kids. And, of
course, the coastal resorts offer a generally calm, warm sea and have pools,
beaches (and sometimes water-parks) aplenty. On the down side, the number of
play areas and children’s attractions lags far behind Western Europe.

Turks have an uninhibited Mediterranean :
attitude toward children. Don’t be surprised :
to find your child receive an affectionate
pinch on the cheek by a passer-by, often :
accompanied by the word masallah, which :
serves both to praise your offspring and
ward off the evil eye, whilst waiters will :
sometimes unselfconsciously pick a kid up
. what’s kdfte but a (very) tasty burger, pide a
their workmates, often accompanied by :
g6zleme a stuffed pancake? Maras ice
With a few honourable exceptions (eg :
Miniatirk and the Rahmi M. Kog¢ Industrial

and waltz them off into the kitchen to show

cries all around of “how sweet” (“cok tatl”).

Museum in istanbul), there are few

Archeological sites

Major archeological sites are generally :
open daily from 8.30am to 6.30pm in
summer, but the exact times are listed in :
the Guide. Winter opeming hours are
generally shorter. Some smaller archeolog- :
ical sites are only guarded during the day :
and left unfenced, permitting (in theory) a
free wander around in the evening though, :
in the wake of antiquities theft (see p.62)
this could feasibly result in you being :
picked up by the jandarma. Others are :

kerbs of the average Turkish pavement
(where there is one) are a nightmare. For
older kids there are plenty of outdoor activi-
ties on offer — kayaking and windsurfing at
some coastal resorts, for example, and
white water rafting, mountain biking and
canyoning in the hinterland.

Turkish food should appeal to most kids —

pizza without the tomato paste, and

cream is just as delicious as lItalian gelato
and comes in myriad flavours. In general,

. restaurants are relaxed and very welcoming
attractions aimed specifically at younger :
children, and few museums have kid-friendly
displays or activities. And for buggy-pushing :
parents, the uneven surfaces and metre-high

to families — just don’t expect highchairs.
Disposable nappies are widely available from
supermarkets and the larger bakkals, as are
formula/baby foods.

Travel essentials

. staffed until dark by a solitary warden, who

may have enough English to give you a
guided tour, for which he will probably
expect a tip.

Don’t pay entrance fees unless the
wardens can produce a ticket, and keep it
with you for the duration of your visit and
even afterwards, as some sites (eg, Patara
and Olympos in Chapter 5) straddle the
route to a good beach and the ticket is valid
for a week (sparing you repayment if you
re-cross the area).

)
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Except near major cities where sea water is
often polluted, Turkish beaches are safe to
swim at, though be prepared for occasional
mountains of rubbish piled at the back of the
beach. Tar can also be a problem on south-
coast beaches facing Mediterranean
shipping lanes; if you get tar on your feet
scrub it off with olive oil rather than chemical
solvents. All beaches are free in theory,
though luxury compounds straddling routes
to the sand will control access in various
ways. Never pay a fee for a beach-lounger
or umbrella unless the seller provides you
with a ticket.

Turkey is no longer the cheap destination it
was, with prices in the heavily touristed
areas comparable to many places in Europe.
Exercise a little restraint, however, be
prepared to live life at least occasionally at
the local level (many Turks somehow survive
on 600TL a month) and you can still enjoy a
great-value trip here.

Stay in a “treehouse” or backpackers’ inn,
eat in local workers’ cafés or restaurants,
travel around by train or bus, avoid alcohol
and the most expensive sites and you could
get by on 50-60TL (£20-25/$35-40) a day.
If that doesn’t sound like much fun, double
that and you could stay in a modest hotel,
see the sights and have a beer or two with
your evening meal. Equally, a night out on
the town in istanbul or one of the flasher
coastal resorts could easily set you back
over 100TL (£40/$70), and if you intend
seeing a lot of what is a very big country
transport costs could be a considerable
drain on your budget (though travellers often

mitigate this by taking overnight buses and
thus save on accommodation).

The more expensive tourist sites such as
Ephesus, the Tokapl Palace and Aya Sofya
are a hefty 20TL (£8/$13.50), but there are
many more sites varying between 3TL and
15TL. Unfortunately since the introduction of
the Mize Kart (Museum Card) scheme,
which gives Turkish citizens admission to all
state-run museums for a mere 20TL per
annum, there are no longer any discounts for
students who are not Turkish citizens — even
for those in the country on an exchange
programme.

Turkey’s crime rate remains lower than most
of Europe and North America, although
pickpocketing and purse-snatching are
becoming more common in istanbul (see
p.80) and other major cities. Violent street
crime is fortunately rare. Keep your wits
about you and an eye on your belongings
just as you would anywhere else, and make
sure your passport is secure at all times, and
you shouldn’t have any problems. Except for
well-known “red-light” districts, and some
eastern towns, female travellers (see p.52 for
more) are probably safer on their own than in
other European countries.

As well as the usual warnings on drugs,
note that exporting antiquities (see p.62) is
ilegal. It is also an offence to insult Atatiirk
or Turkey which can carry result in a prison
sentence. Never deface, degrade, or tear up
currency or the flag; drunkenness will likely be
considered an aggravating, not a mitigating,
factor. Also, do not take photographs near
the numerous, well-marked military zones.

The Turkish variety of VAT (Katma Deger Vergisi or KDV), ranging from 8 to 23
percent depending on the commodity, is included in the price of virtually all goods
and services (except car rental, where the eighteeen-percent figure is usually
quoted separately). Look for the notice Fiyatlarimiz KDV Dabhildir (VAT included in
our prices) if you think someone’s trying to do you for it twice. There’s a VAT refund
scheme for large souvenir purchases made by those living outside Turkey, but it’s
such a rigmarole to get that it’s probably not worth pursuing; if you insist, ask the
shop to provide a KDV lade Ozel Fatura (Special VAT Refund Invoice), assuming
that it participates — very few do, and they tend to be the most expensive shops.



The police, army and gendarmerie

Turkey’s police service is split into several
groups. The blue-uniformed Polis are
the everyday security force in cities and
towns with populations over 2000; the
white-capped Trafik Polis (traffic police)
are a branch of this service. Istanbul and
several other large towns have a rapid-
response squad of red-and-black-uniformed
motorbike police known as the yunus
(dolphin) polis; they are generally courteous
and helpful to tourists and may speak some
English. In the towns you're also likely to see
the Belediye Zabitasi, the navy-clad market
police, who patrol the markets and bazaars
to ensure that tradesmen aren't ripping off
customers, but who seem to ignore the
huge number of shops selling pirated DVDs
and the like — approach them directly if you
have reason for complaint. You're unlikely to
come across plain-clothes police unless you
wander off the beaten track in the ethnically
Kurdish southeast (see below).

In most rural areas, law enforcement is
in the hands of the jandarma or gendar-
merie, a division of the regular army charged
with law-enforcement duties. Gendarmes,
despite their military affiliation, are often
kitted out not in fatigues but well-tailored
gear, modelled on the French uniform, to
make them appear less threatening; most of
them are conscripts who will be courteous
and helpful if approached.

Security and restricted areas

There is a noticeable security presence in
the Kurdish-dominated southeast of the
country (chapters 11 and 12 of the Guide),
with attacks on Turkish security forces by
the PKK (Kurdish Workers Party) contin-
uing, albeit sporadically, at the time of
writing. Security is tightest along the Iraqi
and Iranian borders, particularly south of
Hakkari and around Siirt, in the mountains
south of Lake Van and in the rural hinter-
land of Diyarbakir. Although checkpoints on
main roads are being slowly phased out,
you may be stopped if you attempt to
travel to off-the-beaten track sites and/or
villages, and your presence may attract the
attention of the jandarma (and quite
possibly the plain-clothes secret police,

who generally stand out a mile from the
locals). This may involve, at most, a rather
tedious, though polite, interrogation. Lone
males especially may find themselves
suspected of being journalists with
Kurdish/Armenian sympathies. Avoid
talking politics with anyone unless you are
absolutely sure you can trust them and, if
you are questioned, keep calm, smile a lot,
and emphasize wherever possible that you
are a turist (tourist). Of more concern to the
average visitor are the violent pro-Kurdish
street demonstrations which break out
from time to time in southeastern cities
such as Diyarbakir and Van. For more infor-
mation on the Kurdish problem see
Contexts p.712.

Turkey operates on 220 volts, 50 Hz. Most
European appliances should work so long as
you have an adaptor for European-style
two-pin  plugs. American appliances will
need a transformer as well as an adaptor.

Ninety-day tourist visas (available at ports
of entry for a fee) are issued to citizens of the
UK (£10), Ireland (€10), the US (US$20),
Canada (Can$60) and Australia (Aus$20).
South Africans are granted 30 days only.
New Zealanders currently do not require a
visa. Tourist visas are valid for multiple
entries into Turkey - if you leave on a
day-trip, to Greece or Bulgaria say, you
should not have to pay for a new visa on
your return. Everyone, regardless of nation-
ality, should have at least six months validity
on their passport.

Once inside the country, you can extend
your visa once only, for a further three
months, by applying to the Foreigners’
Department (Yabanci Birosu) of the Security
Division (Emniyet Mdddrligd) in any provin-
cial capital. Do this well before your time
expires, as it may take several weeks to
process. Generally its easier to nip across
the border to a Greek island, Bulgaria or
Northern Cyprus every three months and
re-enter Turkey to obtain a new three-month
stamp. For the latest information on visas
check with the Turkish Ministry of Foreign
Affairs at @ www.mfa.gov.tr.
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Turkish embassies and consulates
abroad

60 Mugga Way, Red Hill, Canberra ACT
2603 ®02/6295 0227.
197 Wurtemburg St, Ottawa, ON K1N 8L9
©613/789-4044.
11 Clyde Rd, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4
®01/668 5240.
15-17 Murphy St, Level 8,
Wellington ® 04/472 1290.
1067 Church St, Hatfield 0181,
Pretoria ®012/342-5063.
43 Belgrave Square, London SW1X 8PA
®020/7393 0202.
2525 Masschusetts Ave NW, Washington, DC
20008 ©202/612-6700.

Customs and border inspections

As Turkey is not yet an EU member,
duty-free limits — and sales — for alcohol
and tobacco are still prevalent. Limits are
posted clearly at istanbul’s airports, and
apply for all frontiers.

Few people get stopped departing
Turkey, but the guards may be on the
lookout for antiquities and fossils.
Penalties for trying to smuggle these out
include long jail sentences, plus a large fine.
What actually constitutes an antiquity is
rather vague (see p.62), but it’s best not to
take any chances.

It is essential to take out an insurance
policy before traveling to cover against
illness or injury, as well as theft or loss.
Some all-risks homeowners’ or renters’
insurance policies may cover your posses-
sions when overseas, and many private

medical schemes (such as BUPA and WPA)
offer coverage extensions for abroad.

Rough Guides offers its own insurance
policy, detailed in the box below. Most
policies exclude so-called dangerous
sports unless an extra premium is paid: in
Turkey this can mean scuba-diving, white-
water rafting, paragliding, windsurfing and
trekking, though probably not kayaking or
jeep safaris. Travel agents and package
operators may require travel insurance when
you book a holiday — you're not obliged to
take theirs, though you have to sign a decla-
ration saying that you already have another
policy. Similarly, many no-frills airlines make
a tidy sum from selling you unnecessary
insurance at the time of ticket booking —
beware, and opt out.

Many hotels, pensions and even hostels in
tourist areas have internet access — often
both terminals and wi-fi signal, as do an
ever-increasing number of cafés. In more
remote places in the interior, and the east of
the country, only the more expensive hotels
have wi-fi. Rates in internet cafés tend to be
2TL per hour. The Turkish-character
keyboard you’ll probably be faced with may
cause some confusion. The “@” sign is
made by simultaneously pressing the “ALT”
and “q” keys. More frustrating is the the
dotless “” (confusingly enough found right
where you'll be expecting the conventional

“I”) — the Western “i” is located second key
from right, middle row.

Post offices are easily spotted by their
bold black-on-yellow PTT (Posta, Telegraf,

Rough Guides has teamed up with WorldNomads.com to offer great travel
insurance deals. Policies are available to residents of over 150 countries, with
cover for a wide range of adventure sports, 24hr emergency assistance, high
levels of medical and evacuation cover and a stream of travel safety information.
Roughguides.com users can take advantage of their policies online 24/7, from
anywhere in the world — even if you’re already travelling. And since plans often
change when you’re on the road, you can extend your policy and even claim online.
Roughguides.com users who buy travel insurance with WorldNomads.com can also
leave a positive footprint and donate to a community development project. For
more information go to @ www.roughguides.com/shop.



Telefon) signs. Stamps are only available
from the PTT, whose website (@www.ptt
.gov.tr) has a (not necessarily up-to-date)
English-language listing of services and
prices. Post offices are generally open
Mon-Fri 8.30am-5.30pm and until noon on
Saturday. Airmail (ugakla) rates to Europe are
0.90TL for postcards, 1TL for letters up to
20g, 19TL for 2kg, the maximum weight for
letters. Delivery to Europe or North America
can take seven to ten days. A pricier express
(acele) service is also available, which cuts
delivery times to the EU to about three days.
When sending airmail, it’s best to give your
stamped letter/card to the clerk behind the
counter, who will ensure it gets put in the
right place; otherwise, place it in the relevant
slot if one is available (yurtdisi for abroad;
yurtici for elsewhere in Turkey.

Maps of Turkey are notoriously poor quality
owing to the lack of survey-based
cartography. The best foreign-produced
touring maps, accurately showing many
smaller villages, are those published by
Kartographischer Verlag Reinhard Ryborsch
(1:500,000; Frankfurt, Germany), which
cover the entire country in seven maps. They
are sporadically available online, but both
original and pirated versions are sold at
better bookshops in istanbul, Ankara and
big resorts. Reasonable second choices,
easier to obtain, include Insight Turkey West
(1:800,000), easy to read and with up-to-
date motorway tracings, and Reise
Know-How’s 1:700 000 Mediterranean
Coast and Cyprus, which despite the title
covers the entire southern and western third
of the country with passable accuracy.

In terms of Turkish-produced touring
maps, the 1:400,000 atlas produced by
Atlas magazine is highly accurate if sadly
difficult to read owing to murky printing — but
still a useful 20TL investment. The best
regional touring maps are Sabri Aydal’s
1:250,000 products for Cappadocia, Lycia,
Pamphylia and Pisidia, available from local
bookshops and museums.

istanbul, Ankara, Antalya, Bursa and izmir
(as well as overseas) tourist offices stock
reasonable, free city street plans, although
the Istanbul one is restricted to the centre

and lacks detail. Sketch plans from provin-
cial tourist offices vary widely in quality.
Amongst Turkish-produced city maps,
Keskin Colour's 1:8,500 “Istanbul Street
Plan” is clear and accurate, though misses
out most of the Asian side of the city. The
most detailed A-Z-style atlas for the
European side, ideal for out-of-the-way
monuments, is  Mepmedya’s  1:7500
“Istanbul Avrupa Yakas!”, though it's pricey
(50TL) and heavy; iki Nokta's “Sokak Sokak
Avrupa” is the alternative. All these are sold
in town and (Mepmedya excepted) far
cheaper than anything produced abroad.
For trekking maps see p.64.

Turkey’s currency is the Turk Lirasi or TL for
short, subdivided into 100 kurus. At the time
of writing the exchange rate was around
2.10TL to the euro, 2.40TL to the pound
and 1.5TL to the US dollar. As recently as
2004 hyperinflation meant that millions of lira
were needed to purchase the smallest
everyday item. In 2005 the government
introduced the Yeni Turk Lirasi (New Turkish
Lira), abbreviated as YTL, and knocked all
the zeroes off. In January 2009, it was the
turn of the “Y” to go, and the currency
reverted to its old name. Despite the
changes, many Turks still talk in millions,
which can be confusing when you are asked
“bir milyon” or one million lira for a glass of
tea. Coins are in denominations of 5, 10, 25
and 50 kurus, as well as 1 lira, whilst notes
come in denominations of 5, 10, 20, 50, 100
and 200 lira.

Rates for foreign currency are always
better inside Turkey, so try not to buy much
lira at home. Conversely, don’t leave Turkey
with unspent lira, as you won'’t get a decent
exchange rate for them outside the country.
It’s wise to bring a fair wad of hard currency
with you (euros are best, though dollars and
sterling are often accepted), as you can
often use it to pay directly for souvenirs or
accommodation (prices for both are
frequently quoted in euros). Travellers’
cheques are, frankly, not worth the bother
as exchange offices (see p.70) and some
banks refuse them, whilst those that do
accept them charge a hefty commission on
transactions and the bureaucracy is tedious.
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Changing money

The best exchange rate is usually given by
state-owned banks (try Ziraat Bankasi or
Halk Bankasi), but queues can be long.
Doviz, or exchange houses, are common in
Turkey’s cities and resorts. They buy and
sell foreign currency of most sorts instantly,
and have the convenience of long opening
hours (usually 9/10am-8/10pm) and short
or nonexistent queues. Some, however,
charge commission (though they usually
waive it if you make a fuss, as locals never
pay it), and the rate given is not as high as
in the banks.

Remember to keep all foreign-exchange
slips with you until departure, if only to prove
the value of purchases made in case of
queries by customs.

Credit/debit cards and ATMs

Credit cards are now widely used in hotels,
shops, restaurants, travel agencies and
entertainment venues and with no commis-
sion (though many hotels and shops offer
discounts for cash rather than credit-card
payments). Don’t expect, however, to use
your card in basic eating-places or small
corner shops. Swipe readers plus chip-and-
PIN protocol are now the norm in most of
Turkey — if you don’'t know your PIN, you
probably won'’t be able to use it.

The simplest way to get hold of money in
Turkey is to use the widespread ATM
network. Most bank ATMs will accept any
debit cards that are part of the Cirrus,
Maestro or Visa/Plus systems. Screen
prompts are given in English on request. You
can also normally get cash advances (in TL
only) at any bank displaying the appropriate
sign. It's safest to use ATMs attached to
banks during normal working hours so help
can be summoned if your card is eaten (not
uncommon). Turkish ATMs sometimes “time
out” without disgorging cash, whilst your
home bank may still debit your account —
leaving you to argue the toss with them.
ATM fraud is rife in Turkey — make sure you
are not overlooked when keying in your PIN.

You can also use Visa or MasterCard to
get cash from ATMs, though American
Express holders are currently restricted to
those of Akbank and Vakif.

Office workers keep conventional Monday
to Friday 9am to 6pm schedules, with a full
lunch hour; civil servants (including tourist
offices and museum staff) in theory work
8.30am to 5.30pm, but in practice hours
can be much more erratic — don’t expect
to get official business attended to the
same day after 2.30pm. Most state banks
are open Monday to Friday, 8.30am to
noon and 1.30 to 5pm. Private banks such
as Garanti Bankasi and Kog¢ operate
throughout the day.

Ordinary shops, including large depart-
ment stores and mall outlets, are open
continuously from 8.30 or 9am until 7 or
8pm (sometimes even later in many major
cities and resorts). Craftsmen and bazaar
stallholders often work from 9am to 8 or
9pm, Monday to Saturday, with only short
breaks for meals, tea or prayers. Even on
Sunday the tradesmen’s area may not be
completely shut down — though don’t count
on this.

Museums are generally open from 8.30 or
9am until 5.30 or 6pm, except Mondays,
though for some smaller museums you may
have to find the bekgi (caretaker) and ask
him to open up (for archeological sites see
p.65). All tourist sites and museums are
closed on the mornings of public holidays
(see below), while Istanbul’s palaces usually
shut on Mondays and Thursdays.

Public holidays

Secular public holidays are generally
marked by processions of schoolchildren or
the military, or by some demonstration of
national strength and dignity, such as a
sports display. Banks and government
offices will normally be closed on these days
(exceptions given below). See p.56 for
religious holidays.
Yilbasi— New Year’s Day.

Ulusal Egemenlik ve Gocuk Bayrami—
Independence Day, celebrating the first meeting
of the new Republican parliament in Ankara, and
Children’s Day.

Genglik ve Spor Gtinii — Youth and Sports
Day, also Atatiirk’s birthday.

istanbul’s capture by Mehmet the
Conqueror in 1453 (istanbul only).



Denizcilik Giinii — Navy Day (banks and
offices open).

Silahl Kuvvetler Giinii — Armed Forces Day
(banks and offices open).

Zafer Bayrami— Celebration of the Turkish
victory over the Greek forces at Dumlupinar in
1922.

Kurtulug Gtinii - Liberation Day, with
parades and speeches marking the end of the
Independence War (izmir only).

Cumhuriyet Bayrami — commemorates the
proclamation of the Republic by Atatiirk in 1923.

Anniversary of Atatiirk’s death in 1938.
Observed at 9.05am (the time of his demise), when
the whole country stops whatever it’s doing and
maintains a respectful silence for a minute. It's
worth being on a Bosphorus ferry then, when all
the engines are turned off, and the boats drift and
sound their foghorns mournfully.

Most fixed-line telecom services are
provided by TT (Turk Telekom); its website
(@ www.turktelekom.com.tr) has an
English-language page listing all services
and tariffs. The best place to make phone
calls is from either a PTT (post office) or a
TT (Turk Telekom) centre. Inside, or just
adjacent, there is usually a row of card
(kéntdrlt or smartkart) call boxes (TTs are
blue-and-turquoise), and/or a kontdrlii
(metered, clerk-attended) phone, the latter
sometimes in a closed booth. Public
phones are to be found in squares and
parks, outside many public buildings and at
train stations and ferry terminals. The
standard Turkish phone replies are the
Frenchified Allo or the more local Buyurun
(literally, “Avail yourself/at your service”).
“Smart” phonecards are available from
PTT or TT centres; when using these wait for
the number of units remaining to appear on
the screen before dialling and be aware that
you will have little warning of being cut off.
They are bought in units of 50 (3.75TL), 100
(7.50TL), 200 (15TL) and 350 (19TL). A
steadily increasing number of phones have
also been adapted to accept foreign credit
cards. Metered booths inside PTTs or TTs,
or at street kiosks or shops (look for signs
reading kontdrl( telefon bulunur) work out
more expensive than cards, but are certainly
far cheaper than hotels, and also tend to be
quieter (plus you won’t be cut off).. Their

Ambulance ®112

Fire ®110

Police ®155

Tourist Police ®0212/527 4503

Directory assistance ®118
International operator (reverse
charges) ®115

Intercity operator ® 131

Australia ®61
Ireland ®353
New Zealand ®64
South Africa ®27
UK ®44

US & Canada @1

disadvantage is that you can’t see the meter
ticking over, and instances of overcharging
are not unknown.

Overseas calls

Overseas call rates are 0.25TL per minute
to Europe or North America. Try not to
make anything other than local calls from a
hotel room — there’s usually a minimum 100
percent surcharge on phonecard rates. For
extended chat overseas, it's best to buy an
international  phonecard. Best is the
Alocard, available from PTT branches and
usable in public phones. Reveal the 12-digit
pin by scratching; then call the domestic
access number, followed by the destination
number. Rates are very low — for example, a
10TL card allows 2hrs chat to the UK. The
cards can also be used for domestic calls,
giving 140 minutes of calling time.

Turkey uses a system of eleven-digit
phone numbers nationwide, consisting of
four-digit area or mobile-provider codes (all
starting with  “0”) plus a seven-digit
subscriber number. To call a number in
Turkey from overseas, dial your country’s
international access code, then 90 for
Turkey, then the area or mobile code minus
the initial zero, and finally the subscriber
number. To call home from Turkey, dial ® 00
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followed by the relevant international dialling
code (see list on p.72), then the area code
(without the initial zero if there is one) then
the number.

Mobile phones

Most European mobile phones will connect
on arrival with one of the three Turkish
networks: Turkcell (best coverage), Avea and
Vodafone; US mobiles will not work here. If
you're staying longer than a week and intend
calling home (or within Turkey) frequently, it
may be worth purchasing a local SIM card
and pay-as-you-go package. These are
available from shops advertising kontdrlti
SIM cards. Typically, calls cost 0.9TL/min to
Europe and North America, while an SMS
message to the UK costs around 0.3TL.
Unfortunately foreign phones using Turkish
SIMs may be detected after two or three
weeks and the number blocked. It's theoreti-
cally possible to re-register your phone and
unblock it, but this doesn’t always work.
Travellers here for a substantial period may
find it worthwhile buying a cheap Turkish
secondhand mobile (B0TL is standard for a
bottom-of-the-range Nokia).

Turkey is two hours ahead of GMT in winter;
as in Europe, daylight saving is observed
between March and October - clocks
change at 2am of the last Sunday in each
month.

Most Turkish towns of any size will have a
Turizm Darisma Blrosu or tourist office of
some sort, often lodged inside the Belediye
(city hall) in the smaller places. However,
outside the larger cities and obvious tourist
destinations there’s often little hard information
to be had, and world-weary staff may dismiss
you with a selection of useless brochures.
Lists of accommodation are sometimes kept
at the busier offices; personnel, however, will
generally not make bookings. On the other
hand, staff in out-of-the-way places can be
embarrassingly helpful. It's best to have a
specific question — about bus schedules,

festival ticket availability or museum opening
hours — although in remote regions there is no
guarantee that there will be anyone who can
speak English.

Tourist offices generally adhere to a
standard opening schedule of 8.30am to
12.30pm and 1.30 to 5.30pm, Monday to
Friday. Between May and September in
big-name resorts and large cities, these
hours extend well into the evening and
through much of the weekend. In winter, by
contrast, many tourist offices in out-of-the-
way spots will be shut most of the time.

Turkish information offices abroad

Overseas Turkish tourist offices (often the
embassy’s Information Office) will provide a
few very basic maps and glossy brochures.
For more information check @®@www
.goturkey.com.

29-30 St James’s St, London SW1A 1HB
®020/78397778, @ www.gototurkey.co.uk.

821 United Nations Plaza, New York,
NY 10017 ®212/687-2194; 2525 Massachusetts
Ave NW, Washington, DC 20008 ® 202/612-6800;
5055 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 850, Los Angeles
CA 90036 ®323/937-8066, @ www
ourismturkey.org.

Useful websites

An online booking service for
arts, cultural, music and sports events (mainly in
istanbul and Ankara), in both English and Turkish.

Turkey’s official tourist
information site.

Intended for long-
term residents, and strongest on istanbul, but
nonetheless an authoritative, wide-ranging site
with news of upcoming events and ticket-booking
functions.

Well researched
information on major trekking areas and
long-distance routes, with links to relevant
outdoor-activity-type sites.

Useful information
portal with links to huge range of sites from scuba-
diving operators to estate agents.

This
somewhat American-orientated site has loads of
practical tips for journey planning, and also many
links to vetted service providers.
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CHAPTER 1

Aya Sofya Now a fascinating
museum, the Church of the
Divine Wisdom is the ultimate
expression of Byzantine
architecture.

Topkapi Palace Contemplate
the majesty of the Ottoman
sultanate in the fine buildings,
gilded pavilions and immaculate
gardens.

Kariye Museum Frescoes
portraying the life of Christ
are among the most evocative
of all istanbul’s Byzantine
treasures.

istiklal Caddesi istanbul’s
busiest and most elegant street
boasts a wealth of palaces,
churches, shops, restaurants
and bars.

istanbul Modern Bold
attempt to showcase (mainly

Highlights

Turkish) contemporary art

in a converted warehouse
with stunning views over the
Bosphorus.

Nevizade Sokak Soak up
the atmosphere in one of

the numerous traditional fish
restaurants or bars along one
of the city's liveliest streets.

Cruise the Bosphorus

Float past sumptuous villas,
imposing fortresses, timeworn
fishing villages and two
intercontinental bridges.

Princes’ Islands One of the
world’s cheapest cruises takes
you from the heaving streets
of the city to the tranquillity

of these historic islands in the
sparkling Sea of Marmara.

Tram on Istiklal Caddesi
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Istanbul and around

STANBUL, uniquely amongst the world’s cities, stands astride two conti-
nents, Europe and Asia. As if its spectacular geographical location were not
enough, it can also boast of being the only city to have played capital to
consecutive Christian and Islamic empires, a role which has shaped the
region’s history for over 2500 years and bequeathed to Istanbul a staggering
wealth of attractions; these range from the masterpiece Byzantine church of Aya
Sofya to the formidable city walls and the domes and minarets of the Ottoman
mosques and palaces which dominate the city skyline.
Although no longer its capital, the city remains the vibrant economic, cultural
and intellectual heart of modern Turkey, a bustling, go-ahead city where east
really does meet west. In conservative districts such as Fatih bearded men sporting
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skullcaps and baggy shalwar-style trousers devoutly heed the call to prayer while
women wouldn’t dream of leaving the house with their heads uncovered. Yet
across the water, in the tidal wave of humanity sweeping down Istiklal Caddesi
(Independence Street) are young Turkish men and women in designer jeans and
trainers who have never been to the mosque in their lives. In business districts such
as Sisli commuters arrive via the metro to work in high-rise office blocks, shop in
state-of-the-art malls — and at weekends can be out clubbing until 6am.

Whether yours is the Istanbul of the Blue Mosque and the Topkapi Palace, or the
Beyoglu nightclubs and swish rooftop cocktail bars, the city takes time to get to
know. Three to four days is enough to see the major historical sights in Sultan-
ahmet and take a ferry trip out for the afternoon on the Bosphorus. But plan on
staying a week, or even two, if you want to explore fully the backstreets of the
Old City and the outlying suburbs and islands.

In 2008, while digging the Yenikapi metro station, archeologists uncovered a
Neolithic settlement dating back to circa 6500 BC. But in popular tradition the city
was founded in the seventh century BC by Byzas, from Megra in Greece — hence
the original name of Byzantium. Over the next thousand years Byzantium became
an important centre of trade and commerce, though it was not until the early fourth
century AD that it would reach the pinnacle of its wealth, power and prestige. For
more than 350 years, it had been part of the Roman province of Asia. On Diocle-
tian’s retirement in 305, Licinius and Constantine fought for control of the empire.
Constantine finally defeated his rival on the hills above Chrysopolis (Uskiidar) and
chose Byzantium as the site for the new capital of the Roman Empire in 330 BC.
It was a fine choice — its seven hills (a deliberate echo of Rome) commanded the
Bosphorus and its landward side was easily defensible. It was also well placed for
access to the troublesome frontiers of both Europe and the Persian Empire.

In 395, the division of the Roman Empire between the two sons of Theodo-
sius I left what was now named Constantinople as capital of the eastern part of
the empire. It rapidly developed its own distinctive character, dissociating itself
from Rome and adopting the Greek language and Christianity. Long and
successful government was interrupted briefly, in Justinian’s reign, by the Nika
riots in 532. Half a century later, however, the dissolution of the Byzantine
Empire had begun, as waves of Persians, Avars and Slavs attacked from the east and
north. The empire was overrun by Arab invaders in the seventh and eighth
centuries, and by Bulgars in the ninth and tenth. Only the city walls saved
Constantinople, and even these could not keep out the Crusaders, who breached
the sea walls in 1204 and sacked the city.

As the Byzantine Empire declined, the Ottoman Empire expanded. The
Ottomans established first Bursa, then Edirne, as their capital, and Ottoman
territory effectively surrounded the city long before it was taken. In 1453,
Mehmet II (the Conqueror) — also known as Fatih Sultan Mehmet — besieged the
city. It fell after seven weeks and, following the capture and subsequent pillage,
Mehmet II began to rebuild the city, beginning with a new palace and following
with the Mosque of the Conqueror (Fatih Camii) and many smaller complexes.
Mehmet was tolerant of other religions, and actively encouraged Greek and
Armenian Christians to take up residence in the city. His successor Beyazit II
continued this policy, settling Jewish refugees from Spain into the city in an
attempt to improve the economy.

In the century following the Conquest, the victory was reinforced by the great
military achievements of Selim the Grim and by the reign of Siilleyman the
Magnificent (1520-66), “the Lawgiver” and greatest of all Ottoman leaders. His



attempted conquest of Europe was only thwarted at the gates of Vienna, and the
wealth gained in his military conquests funded the work of Mimar Sinan, the
finest Ottoman architect.

A century after the death of Siileyman, the empire began to show signs of decay.
Territorial losses abroad combined with corruption at home, which insinuated its
way into the very heart of the empire, Topkap: Palace itself. Newly crowned
sultans emerged, often insane, from the institution known as the Cage (see p.97),
while others spent time in the harem rather than on the battlefield, consorting
with women who increasingly became involved in grand-scale political intrigue.

As Ottoman territory was lost to the West, succeeding sultans became interested
in Western institutional models. A short-lived parliament of 1876 was dissolved
after a year by Abdiilhamid II, but the forces of reform led to his deposition in
1909. The end of World War I saw Istanbul occupied by Allied, mainly British,
troops as the victors procrastinated over how best to manage the rump of the once
great empire. After the War of Independence, Atatiirk’s declaration of the
Republic in 1923 and the creation of a new capital in Ankara effectively solved

the problem.

The population of Greater Istanbul has increased twelvefold since the establish-
ment of the Turkish Republic. Today, estimates vary from 15-25 million which
now constitutes close to 25 percent of the entire country. Needless to say this rapid
urban growth has left the city with more than its fair share of problems, from
horrendous traffic congestion to housing and water shortages and rising crime rates.
Of more concern to visitors, perhaps, is the degradation of many of the sites they
have come to see, so much so that UNESCO has threatened to revoke the city’s
“World Heritage” status and place it on the “In Danger” list. The boost of being
nominated a European capital of Culture for 2010 should focus the minds of the
relevant officials and ensure that the city preserves its unique heritage.

But much has been done, and continues to be done, to improve the infrastructure
of one of the world’s leading cities. A government-backed housing scheme has
begun to offer quality, affordable housing to low-income families in order to
eventually replace the shanty-dwellings that have long ringed the suburbs. The
gigantic Marmaray transport project will see the European and Asian sides of
the city linked by a rail tunnel under the Bosphorus by 2011, and there are plans
to link the metro systems either side of the Golden Horn. The Horn itself, once
heavily polluted, has been cleaned up and both anglers and cormorants can now be
seen successfully fishing in its waters.

istanbul is divided in two by the Bosphorus, the narrow 30km strait separating
Europe from Asia and linking the Black Sea and the Sea of Marmara. Feeding into
the southern end of the strait from the European side is the Golden Horn, a
7km-long inlet of water that empties into the mouth of the Bosphorus. The city
effectively has two centres, separated by the Golden Horn but both situated on the
European side of the Bosphorus. The Old City, centred on the Sultanahmet
district, is the historical core of the city and home to the main sights, while
Taksim and Beyoglu across the Horn are the fulcrum of the modern city. The
two can easily be made out from the water, distinguished respectively by the
landmarks of the Topkap: Palace and the modern Marmara Hotel.
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istanbul is undoubtedly far safer than most European or North American cities, and
cases of mugging and assault against tourists are rare. Having said this, the crime
rate is soaring (thirty percent up according to recent statistics), due in part to the
increasing disparity between rich and poor.

For the average visitor, pickpocketing is the main cause for concern: be particularly
careful around Sirkeci station, the Emindni waterfront, the Galata Bridge, and around
Taksim (especially at night). You should also be careful on public transport, particu-
larly when it is crowded. If you feel anyone is harassing or attempting to pickpocket
you, try calling out imdat! meaning “help!” and contact the tourist police (see p.147).

A little way west of Sultanahmet is the massive Grand Bazaar (Kapal1 Cars1), the
focal point of a disparate area stretching from the shores of the Sea of Maramara
in the south up to the hill overlooking the Golden Horn to the north. Above is the
commanding presence of the impressive Silleymaniye Camii. Some 6km west of
the OId City, stretching between the Sea of Marmara and the Golden Horn, are
the remarkably intact Byzantine land walls.

From Sultanahmet and Emindnii, you’re most likely to cross the Golden Horn
by the Galata bridge, entering the port area of Karakdy, then heading up the steep
hill to the ancient Galata district. Near the northern end of Galata bridge is the
Tiinel, the French-built underground funicular railway, which chugs up to
Beyoglu, the city’s elegant nineteenth-century European quarter. From the upper
Tiinel station, an antique tram runs the length of Beyoglu’s pedestrianized
boulevard, Istiklal Caddesi, to Taksim Square, the twin focal points of the
modern city’s best hotels, bars, clubs and restaurants.

North of Taksim, and on the metro line, are the city’s newest business districts
of Harbiye, Etiler, Nisantasi and $isli, location of many airline offices and
embassies. Downbhill from Taksim, on the Bosphorus shore, lie Tophane, Besiktas
and Ortakdy, inner-city districts with scenic waterside locations and a number of
historic palaces and parks. Across the straits, in Asia, the main centres of Uskiidar,
Haydarpasa and Kadikdy form part of istanbul’s commuter belt, but also have a
few architectural attractions and decent shops, restaurants and clubs.

Istanbul’s main points of arrival by air are Atatiirk airport on the European side
of the Bosphorus, or Sabiha Gékgen airport across the strait in Asia. Most buses
come into Esenler bus station, in the suburbs on the European side, trains into
centrally located Sirkeci station. There are taxis and public transport from any of
these transport hubs to the main accommodation areas in Sultanahmet or Taksim/
Beyoglu. For all departure information, see “Listings”, p.154.

Istanbul’s Atatiirk airport (Atatiirk Hava Limani; ® www.atatiirkairport.com) is
12km west of the centre at Yesilkdy, near the Sea of Marmara. It has two adjacent
terminals, a kilometre apart: international (dighatlart) and domestic (i¢hatlar:). The
Havas bus service runs from both the international and the domestic terminals to
the THY (Turkish Airlines) office on the north side of Taksim Square (every
30min 5am—11pm; 10TL); journey time into Istanbul is around forty minutes.



The only scheduled stop is at Aksaray, 200m from Yenikapi train station, from
where you can take a municipal train to Cankurtan station (for Sultanahmet) or
walk up the hill to the Aksaray tram stop for trams into Sultanahmet or Eminénii.

Much cheaper, the light railway or hafif metro (see also “City transport”, p.84)
runs from Atatiirk airport to the city centre. The first train is at 6am, the last at
12.40am, with departures every ten minutes at peak times. To reach it follow signs
for “Hafif Metro/Rapid Transit”. Buy two jetons (1.50TL each) from the kiosk.
Get off at Zeytinburnu and follow the signs a short distance to the Zeytinburnu
tram stop (this is where you need the second jeton). The tram runs to Sultanahmet
and across the Golden Horn, via the Galata bridge, to Kabatag. For Sultanahmet
get off at the Sultanahmet tram stop, for Beyoglu continue to the Karakdy stop
just over the Galata bridge, and either walk or take the Tiinel funicular train up to
the southern end of Istiklal Caddesi.

Alternatively, a taxi from the airport to Sultanahmet or Taksim should cost
around 35—40TL (fifty percent more between midnight and 6am). Many hotels can
arrange airport taxi collections (on request) for 30TL.

From Sabiha Gokgen airport (® www.sgairport.com), near Pendik on the Asian
side of the city, shuttle buses run every hour, on the hour, into Taksim Square
(12TL) taking around an hour. Alternatively catch the green #E10 bus for the
45-minute journey to Kadikdy (3TL). The bus terminates right opposite the Turyol
ferry, which will whisk you across the Bosphorus to either Eminénii (for Sultan-
ahmet) or Karakdy (for Beyoglu) for 1.5TL — alternatively there’s an IDO ferry a
short walk south (NB there are no ferry services between midnight and 6am).

stanbul has two main-line train stations, one in Europe at Sirkeci, the other, at
Haydarpasa, across the Bosphorus in Asia. The two are linked by ferry.

Two daily trains from Western Europe arrive at Sirkeci train station,
(®0212/527 0051), located 250m above Eminénii ferry terminal. At Sirkeci it’s
easy to find a taxi, or catch the tram from outside the station directly uphill to
Sultanahmet, or out to Yusufpasa, where you can change onto the light railway
(Aksaray stop) to reach the main intercity bus station at Esenler.

Trains from Asian Turkey arrive at Haydarpasa train station (®0216/348
8020), 1km north of Kadikdy. Ferries across the Bosphorus (frequently between
6.30am and 11.50pm) to Eminénii (for Sultanahmet) leave from in front of the
station, and arrive directly below Sirkeci station — or continue across the Golden
Horn to Karakdy (for Beyoglu).

There are two major otogars (bus stations) in Istanbul: Esenler is 10km northwest of
the centre; Harem is on the Asian side between Uskiidar and Kadikdy. Most national
bus services stop at both, regardless of destination, and both are open 24 hours.

Esenler bus station is well organized and some 150 companies have numbered
ticket stands here. Most run free service buses to and from Taksim, or can arrange
for you to travel on one run by another company. To get to Sultanahmet from
Esenler, take the light railway (every 15min, 6am—midnight) from the station in
the centre of the otogar to Aksaray and switch to the tram to Sultanahmet. After
midnight, your only option is to take a taxi into town (around 20TL). Travelling
from the city centre to Esenler by light railway, remember to get off at Otogar, not
Esenler station. There’s a (free) shuttle service from Taksim or Sultanahmet to
Esenler (usually an hour before departure) for tickets booked through a travel
agent or bus company’s city offices.
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Arriving in Istanbul by bus from Asia, it’s worth disembarking at Harem, saving
a tedious journey to Esenler through terrible traffic snarl-ups. From Harem,
regular ferries cross the Bosphorus to Eminénii (every hour, daily 6.20am—
midnight) and there are private boats running to Besiktas and Kabatas. Dolmuses
run every few minutes to Kadikdy and to Uskiidar, leaving from the south side of
the complex, beyond the ticket offices. From ecither of these suburbs, ferries cross
to Eminénii, or from Uskiidar to Besiktag for Taksim.

Car ferries, operated by IDO (Istanbul Deniz Otobiisleri; enquiries on @ 0212/444
4436, @www.ido.com.tr), cross the Bosphorus from Harem to Emindni.
Sea-bus, car and passenger services from Yalova, Bandirma (on the Izmir—Istanbul
route) and the islands of Avsa and Marmara arrive at the Yenikapi ferry terminal,
off Kennedy Caddesi in Kumkapz, just south of Aksaray. From here, simply catch
the train from Yenikap: station across the road from the ferry terminal; it’s two
stops to Sultanahmet (Cankurtaran station) or three to Sirkeci. Frequent buses
depart Yenikapi for Taksim via Aksaray.

Cruise-ship arrivals will go through customs and immigration procedures at
Karakoy International Maritime Passenger Terminal, across the Galata bridge
from Eminénii. From here take the tram to Sultanahmet, or the Tiinel up to
Beyoglu; or the funicular from Kabatas to Taksim Square; alternatively, take a taxi.

The most helpful tourist office in the city is on Divan Yolu Caddesi, in Sultanahmet,
near the Hippodrome (daily 9am—5pm; ®0212/518 8754). Others can be found in
the international arrivals area of Atatiirk airport (daily 24hr; ®0212/573 4136); in
Sirkeci train station (daily 9am—5pm; ®0212/511 5888); at Karakoy International
Maritime Passenger Terminal (Mon—Sat 9am—5pm; ®0212/249 5776); and in the
Hilton Hotel arcade on Cumhuriyet Caddesi (Mon—Sat 9am—5pm; ®0212/233
0592). Each hands out an abundance of city maps and leaflets and the staff have an
excellent working knowledge of most European languages.

istanbul has a wide choice of means of transport, from ferry to high-speed tram.
The newly extended tramway links most parts of the city that you're likely to
want to visit, while the bus system is daunting, but manageable on certain routes.
The municipal trains are ramshackle but efficient, while taxis and dolmuges (shared
taxis) are very reasonably priced. A great way to explore a city that, historically,
has put its best face towards the water, is by ferry.

Traffic jams are unavoidable in Istanbul, so where possible either walk or travel by
tram, metro, suburban train or ferry, though these can all be jam-packed at peak times.

Istanbul’s buses (oobus in Turkish) come in a range of colours, with the bulk being
the red-and-white or green municipality buses. There are also a substantial
number of privately run, green or pale-blue buses. For information on bus routes
and numbers (which seem to change regularly) see @ www.iett.gov.tr/en. Most
buses run daily from 6.30am to 11.30pm. For all municipal buses, either use an
akbil or buy a ticket in advance, which you deposit in the metal box next to the



An akbil (automatic travel pass) is worth considering if you're staying for a few days
or more. After paying an initial, refundable, deposit of 6TL, these can be “charged”
to whatever value you require at kiosks at Sultanahmet, Eminénd, Sirkeci, Aksaray,
Taksim and the Tiinel, or at the automatic terminals in main otogars. The passes are
accepted on all municipal and some private buses, sea-buses, ferries, trains (for local
journeys only), the light railway and the tram. All either have akbil machines or
turnstiles; press the akbil against the receptor and the appropriate journey cost
(including a small discount) is deducted. Weekly and monthly passes are also
available, but as you need a photo ID card these are probably only of interest to
long-stayers.

driver on boarding. On privately run buses, the conductor will accept cash, and
some companies accept akbils.

Tickets are sold at ofogar ticket kiosks next to main bus, tram or metro stops
(regular ticket 1.5TL). Touts at most main stops also sell them for a small mark-up.
Buy a good supply when you get the chance, since you can walk for miles trying
to find a ticket kiosk in suburban areas: better still, use an akbil.

On the European side main bus terminals are at Eminénii, Taksim Square,
Begiktag and Aksaray, and on the Asian side at Uskiidar and Kadikdy. From
Emindnii bus station (three tram stops down the hill from Sultanahmet) there are
buses to Taksim, west-bound services to Aksaray and Topkapi, and services to the
Bosphorus shore through Besiktas, Ortakdy and Arnavutkdy to Bebek where
you'll have to change to continue on through the suburbs as far as the village of
Rumeli Kavagi. Buses from Taksim Square head through Mecidiyekdy to the
northern suburbs, down along the Bosphorus through Besiktas, Ortakdy and
Aranvutkdy, and across the Horn to Topkap1 and Aksaray.

Useful routes include: #12 and #14 Kadiksy to Uskiidar; #22 Kabatas up the
Bosphorus to Besiktas, Ortakdy, Kurucesme, Arnavutkdy, Bebek, Emirgan and
Istinye; #25/A Levent Metro, Maslak, Sariyer and Rumeli Kavagi; #28T
Edirnekapi to Besiktas via Fatih, Emindnii, Karakdy, Tophane and Kabatag; #38E
Eminénii to Edirne Kapi (city land walls) via Unkapani/Atatiirk Bridge and Fatih;
#40 Taksim up the Bosphorus including Besiktas, Kurugesme, Arnavutkdy,
Bebek, Emirgan, Istinye, Tarabya and Sariyer; #42T Taksim to Besiktas, Ortakay,
Emirgan and Tarabya; #54HT Taksim to upper Golden Horn (for Miniatiirk,
Rami Kog¢ Museum and Santralistanbul).

The municipal train network — operated by Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Devlet
Demiryollar1 (TCDD) — consists of one line on either side of the Bosphorus. The
currently rather ramshackle lines will be unrecognizable after the completion of the
ongoing work to link the two via a tunnel under the Sea of Marmara (p.86).

Suburban or banliyd trains are frequent and cheap, though crowded at morning and
evening rush hours; daily hours of operation are 6am to midnight. One line runs
from Haydarpasa (enquiries on ®0212/336 0475) out to Géztepe and Bostanci,
and along the Gulf of [zmit to Gebze; the other, from Sirkeci (®0212/527 0051),
runs to Halkala, along the shores of the Sea of Marmara, stopping at Kumkap:
(known for its fish restaurants), Yenkapi (for the sea-bus ferry terminal) and Yedikule
fortress. Journeys cost the same flat fare (1.50TL) and akbils are accepted on local
lines. At Sirkeci, you buy a jetfon (metal token) from the kiosk (insert it at the
turnstile), but Haydarpasa still uses tickets, again available from kiosks.
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In the autumn of 2008, the laying of sections of tubing forming a tunnel under the
Bosphorus was completed and an underwater link between European and Asian
istanbul, an idea that first hit the drawing board back in the Ottoman period, finally
became a reality. Set to open in 2011, the tunnel will form part of a line stretching
some 76km, and will link the city’s two international airports, Atatirk and Sabiha
Gokegen. The section from Yenikapi to Sirkeci will be underground, as will the new
Sirkeci station and its counterpart across the Bosphorus in Uskiidar. Work has been
delayed by the unearthing of many important archeological finds during construction,
notably a massive Byzantine harbour, complete with ships, at Yenikapi.

. There is also a one-stop underground funicular train line, between Karakdy and
Istiklal Caddesi in Beyoglu, known as the Tiinel (every 15min, daily 8am—9pm);
use an akbil or jeton (1.30TL), available at the kiosks on entry.

The main tram service runs from Zeytinburnu via Topkap: Gate to Aksaray,
Laleli, Beyazit, Cemberlitas, Sultanahmet, downhill to Eminénii, and across the
Galata bridge to Karakdy (for Beyoglu/Galata) Tophane, Findikli and Kabatas
(where it connects with the funicular to Taksim Square and the ferryboat terminal
for boats to the Princes’ Islands). Trams are frequent and operate from 6am to
midnight. Approaching trams signal their arrival with a bell and passengers must
wait on the concrete platforms, placed at regular intervals along the tracks. Note
that the tram stops are marked, confusingly, by the same “M” sign as the light
railway/hafif metro. Jetons (1.50TL) can be bought at booths next to the platforms
and are deposited in turnstiles on entry, or you can use an akbil.

The antique tram (with ticket collectors in appropriately antiquated uniforms)
runs between the Tiinel station, at the Beyoglu end of Istiklil Caddesi, for 1.5km
to Taksim Square (every 15min, daily 9am-9pm; 1.30TL). Tickets can be
purchased from kiosks at either end of the route or at the one fixed stop halfway
at Galatasaray School; akbils are also accepted.

Once the building of a tunnel underneath the Golden Horn has been completed,
the light railway will connect the whole of the European side of Istanbul. At
present the service is limited to a line on each side of the Horn. The southern line
runs west from Aksaray via the intercity ofogar near Esenler, to Atatiirk airport.
Although it’s called a metro, only small sections of this line run underground. On
the northern side of the Golden Horn, the Sishane (at the southern end of Istiklal
Caddesi) to Levent 4 section is truly underground, and runs to Levent 4 via Taksim
Square, Osmanbey, Sisli, Gayrettepe and Levent. Trains leave every fifteen minutes
(Mon—Thurs 6am—12.30am, Fri & Sat 6.30am—lam, Sun 6.30am—12.30am);
tickets (1.50TL) are inserted in turnstiles on entry, or use an akbil.

Dolmuges are shared taxis running on fixed routes, departing only when full
(“dolmus” means “full”). Minibus services on longer routes tend to run along main
arteries and depart according to a schedule known only to their drivers. Both
dolmuses and minibuses display their destination in the window. A flat fare (fixed
by the municipality) is levied: watch what Turkish passengers are paying — usually



a little more than a municipality bus — shout your destination to the driver and pay
accordingly, passing the money via other passengers. Dolmus and minibus stands
at points of origin are denoted with a signposted “D”.

Taxis are ubiquitous, with over 19,000 legal taksici (taxi drivers) in the city. They
are invariably painted yellow. Fares are reasonable: a theoretical rate of just under
10TL per 5km, with an extra toll when crossing either of the Bosphorus bridges.
All taxis are equipped with meters, but check that the driver switches it on to avoid
arguments later. Be careful that you’re not charged either ten times what’s shown
on it, or the night rate (an extra fifty percent that should only be levied between
midnight and 6am). Older meters have two small lights marked giindiiz (day) and
gece (night); on newer meters, the rate flashes up alternately with the running cost.

Ferries are a quick and exciting way to travel around the city, particularly between
Europe and Asia— though as most are essentially for commuters, can be very crowded
at peak times. On the busiest routes — such as Eminénii to Kadikdy or Uskiidar — there
are generally three to five ferries an hour between 6am and midnight; all have a flat
fare of 1.5TL each way. Faster sea-buses (deniz otobiisleri) run on longer routes, fares
are 7TL for the Princes’ Islands and 15TL to Yalova on the south shore of the Sea of
Marmara. For both ferries and sea-buses, buy a jeton and deposit it at the turnstile on
entry, or use your akbil. The main ferry company is the efficient IDO (Istanbul Deniz
Otobiisleri; enquiries on ®0212/444 4436, @ www.ido.com.tr), with seasonal
timetables available from the ferry terminals. Some routes are also served by small,
privately run ferries, many under the umbrella of the cooperative Turyol. Most
Turyol boats leave from a terminal just west of the Galata bridge in Eminéni, for a
wide range of destinations; tickets are sold at kiosks on the quayside.

At the main City Ferry Terminal at Eminonii — between Sirkeci train station
and the Galata bridge —is a line of ferry quays or terminals (iskelesi in Turkish). Each
terminal is clearly marked with the name of the end destination, which include (on
the Asian side) Harem (frequent departures from 8am—9.30pm for car and
passenger ferries); Uskiidar (frequent departures from 6.35am—11.30pm) and
Kadikdy (frequent departures from 7.40am—9pm). Ferries from Bogaz Iskelesi run
up the Bosphorus to Rumeli Kavagi (see Bosphorus Tours, below). On the west
side of Galata bridge is Yemis Iskelesi, for ferries up the Golden Horn to Eyiip via
Kasimpasa, Fener and Balat (roughly hourly 7.45am—9pm).

Frequent IDO ferry routes go from Karakdy (on the other side of the Galata
bridge) to Haydarpasa and Kadikdy (6.10am—midnight) and from Besiktas to
Kadikéy or Uskiidar (roughly every hour 8am—9pm). For the Princes’ Islands see
p-151. Less frequent are ferries up (and across) the Bosphorus from Eminénii.

Timetables are available from all ferry/sea-bus terminals and at @ www.ido
.com.tr under “tarife bilgileri”. Sea buses also operate further afield, from Istanbul
to Bandirma and Yalova on the opposite shore of the Marmara (see p.154).

Water taxis (deniz taksi) are massively oversubscribed, and you have to book well
in advance. Theoretically, you call ®0212/444 4436, give your name and your
pick-up, drop-off points and a water taxi will collect you from one of the 27
designated docks, which include the Princes’ Islands as well as numerous stops on
both sides of the Bosphorus as far up as Rumeli Kavag1. It’s a shared fare system,
and the initial 15TL fare, plus 10TL per nautical mile travelled, is not too
expensive if there are several passengers. Night fares are double. For more
information, see W www.deniztaksi.com.tr.
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From Bogaz Iskelesi IDO operates the popular daily Bosphorus Tour (Bogaz
Hatti), a cruise to Rumeli Kavagi and Anadolu Kavagi, the most distant villages
up the Bosphorus on the European and Asian sides respectively. Trips depart daily
during summer (June—Oct) at 10.35am, noon and 1.35pm, and return from
Anadolu Kavagi at 3pm, 4.15pm and 5pm (7pm at weekends), crisscrossing from
one side to the other. The rest of the year there is just one departure at 10.35am,
returning at 3pm. The return journey costs 20TL and takes about an hour and a
half each way, with stops at Besiktas, Kanlica, Emirgan, Yenikdy, Sariyer, Rumeli
Kavagi and Anadolu Kavag1. You can jump off in any of these places, but you pay
again to re-board, alternatively you could catch a bus back from either Rumeli or
Anadolu Kavag as there is a new, 13TL one-way option. There is also a summer/
Saturday-only night cruise (20TL return) departing Emindnii at 7.15pm,
returning for 10.30pm.

With new hotels opening on a seemingly daily basis, it’s nearly always possible to
find a decent room with a modicum of advance planning. Be aware, however, that
during major conferences and international events (such as the Formula 1 Grand
Prix) prices in many establishments will be higher and the choice less. Where you
stay depends on your interests. For nightlife head across the Golden Horn to
Beyoglu, to be on the doorstep of the major historical sites it makes more sense to
base yourself in or around Sultanahmet. Virtually all but the most basic Istanbul
hotels have wi-fi.

Many hotels offer discounts for cash or booking through their website, though
some, fed-up with “no-show” internet bookers, require payment upfront —
which means you’re stuck with the room even if on arrival you find it doesn’t
match up to your expectations. Hotels in the major tourist and business areas tend
to quote in euros, smaller hotels still use the TL, but all should accept payment in
cither currency.

Some of the city’s best small hotels, pansiyons and hostels are in Sultanahmet,
the historic heart of touristic Istanbul, within a few minutes’ walk of the Blue
Mosque, Topkap: Palace and Aya Sofya. Those around the Hippodrome are
particularly well placed to give a sense of history. A high concentration of
accommodation is to be found in and around Akbiyik Caddesi and
Cankurtaran, while the hotels off Divan Yolu Caddesi have the advantage of
being handy for the tram. All the places reviewed below are marked on the
Sultanahmet map on p.95.

Around the Hippodrome Cayiroglu Sok 14 ©0212/518 9595,
At Meydani 72 ®0212/516 6262, @ www @ www.denizkonakhotel.com. Perched on a small
.alzerhotel.com. Not the most characterful of the cliff overlooking Kennedy Cad and the Sea of
area’s hotels, but the extremely comfortable rooms : Marmara, this well-run, homely place has more of
have cable TV, a/c, central heating and safe box; a seaside feel than the average Sultanahmet hotel.
the roof terrace has stunning views over walnut Hardwood floors, tasteful kilims, well-appointed
trees to the Blue Mosque and the sea. Rooms at bathrooms (some with tubs), flat-screen TVs, a/c
the back overlooking the Hippodrome are dearer. and central heating make for a comfy stay. Rooms

Good value. overlooking the sea are dearer but the cosy rooftop



breakfast room has great sea vistas for all, and
views up to the Blue Mosque.
Terzihane Sok 5

Adliye Yani ®0212/518 0394, @ www
.ibrahimpasha.com. This lovely townhouse, once the
guesthouse for the ibrahim Pasa Sarayi (now the
Museum of Turkish & Islamic Art), is arguably the
most tasteful boutique hotel in Sultanhamet,
successfully blending a stylish modern interior with
Ottoman antiques. The rooms are uncluttered and
very comfortable and, owing to its side-street
location, quiet. Views from the roof terrace across
the domes and minarets of Sultanhamet and down
to the Sea of Marmara are superb, and the freshly
prepared breakfast (with latte and espresso on tap)
in the cosy and charming downstairs breakfast
room a delight.

Asmali Cesme Sok, Adliye Yana 2
®0212/516 2956, @ www.turkomanhotel.com.
Converted house in nineteenth-century Turkish style,
right on the Hippodrome and opposite the Egyptian
obelisk, with fine views of the Blue Mosque from the
roof terrace. Each attractive room is named after one
of the old Turkoman tribes, and has a brass bed and
wooden floors. Free airport transfers.

Around Topkapi Palace
Sogukgesme Sok

®0212/513 3660, © ayapans@escourtnet.com. A
row of pastel-coloured houses reconstructed in
nineteenth-century style, in a peaceful cobbled
street tucked away behind the back wall of the Aya
Sofya. The setting is fantastic and lit up theatrically
at night, but the rooms are rather simply furnished,
perhaps in an attempt to match the period feel.

Around Divan Yolu
Caddesi
Yerebatan Cad 35 ®0212/511 7766,
@ www.kybelehotel.com. Atmospheric, unusual, late
nineteenth-century rendered brick building, colour-
fully painted. Inside are over 3000 multi-hued
antique-style light fittings and some great original
Bakelite radios. The spacious rooms sport marbled
wallpaper and old wood flooring. Breakfast is served
in a courtyard full of candelabras, cushions, empty
bottles and other knick-knacks. Friendly staff.
Ticarethane Sok 15

®0212/511 1296, @ www.hotelnomade
.com. Described as “ethnic trendy” by the French
designer responsible for its chic interior, this hotel
has white-floored rooms finished in bold colours,
with rich coordinating fabrics and blonde-wood
modernist furniture. The charming and sophisti-
cated twin sisters who run it ensure excellent
service. There’s a great roof terrace, too.

Caferiye Sok 6/1
®0212/513 6151, W www.ottomanhotelimperial
.com. Hard to believe this well-positioned, tastefully
refurbished hotel was once the Yiicelt Hostel,
mainstay of the young and impecunious heading
out to India in the 1970s (and some apparently
came back). The best rooms, at a premium, have
views over the Cafer Aga Medresesi, big tubs,
plasma TVs — all have tea-and-coffee making
facilities and wifi.

Sultanahmet
(Cankurtaran)
Akbiyik Cad, Adliye Sok 4 ©0212/517
9570, W www.alpguesthouse.com. This fine
establishment, with a dark-wood exterior, is
situated down a quiet lane. The smallish rooms are
immaculately furnished, some with four-poster
beds, and have a/c, wooden floors and tidy
bathrooms. The pretty breakfast terrace commands
views of palaces, mosques and the sea.
Amiral Tafdil Sok 18
®0212/638 1658, @ www.apricothotel.com.
Set in a quiet backstreet running parallel to busy
Akbiyik Cad, this small hotel has an intimate
atmosphere. Rooms vary in size and are painted in
soothing apricot tones; some have balconies.
Bathrooms either have big tubs, fancy showers or
jacuzzis. Owner Hakan, a professional tour guide, is
a fount of knowledge about the city. Double-glazing,
a/c and cable TV are standard. Hakan also has three
stylish apartments nearby, in a restored townhouse
overlooking the Sea of Marmara.
Bayramfirini Sok 11-13
®0212/638 6534, @ www.travelinistanbul
.com. With a mix of dorm bunks (€12 depending on
number of bunks per room) and doubles from €40,
this is a homely, clean and friendly option. There’s
a nice roof terrace, a kilim-cushioned sitting area
and free internet use, but breakfast is extra. Good
value.
Bayram Firini Sok 12 ®0212/517 7931.
Good value, cheerful hostel sporting a large lobby
with billiard table (free) and well-kitted-out dorms
(25TL) with wooden floors, and bunk beds with
new mattresses. Shared, clean, separate toilet and
shower on each floor. You can use the kitchen, and
there’s a nice covered terrace and a small roof
terrace, both with decent outlooks.
Akbiyik Cad, Adliye Sok 10
®0212/518 2504, @ www.emzoe.com.
Owned by American Ann Nevans, who has
decorated throughout with her personal touch — the
nineteen rooms are in dark wood with richly
coloured textiles, accessed by a narrow spiral
staircase. Part of the basement walls belong to the
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remains of the Byzantine Palace and the sun
terrace has panoramic views of the Blue Mosque
and Aya Sofya. Ten percent discount for cash.
Tevfikhane Sok 1
®0212/638 8200, @ www.fourseasons.com. Until
the early 1980s, this formidable building still
served as the Sultanahmet Prison before being
completely renovated as a five-star hotel. The
watchtowers and exercise court are still evident
beneath the flowers and vines, but the 54 beautiful
high-ceilinged rooms (starting at €400) are
unrecognizable as former cells. Excellent, attentive
service as you'd expect.
Kakbiyik Cad, Adliye Sok 3
®0212/516 4869-418 1564, @ www
.hanedanhotel.com. Tucked away on a quiet side
street off Akbiyik Cad, this friendly hotel, run by
four friends, is great value for the quality of accom-
modation and service. The dark-wood floors in the
rooms are offset by the pale plain walls, and the
overall feel is one of unfussy comfort. New fittings
in the bathrooms gleam, and a/c, central heating
and safe box are standard. There’s a roof terrace
with stunning views over the Aya Sofya and the
Sea of Marmara. Discount for long stays.
Kutlugiin Sok 35 ®0212/516
9380, @ www.istanbulhostel.net. All round,
probably the best of istanbul’s hostels, in the heart
of the backpacker quarter, with 64 dorm beds
(20TL), two double rooms, and spotless, shared,
marble bathrooms. The beds are good quality and
comfy. The cosy cellar-bar has big-screen satellite
TV, video, a fireplace and internet access, and there
are more bars on the roof terrace, as well as
regular entertainment from belly dancers.
Terbiyik Sok 12 ©0212/638 9744,
@ www.hotelpoem.com. Very friendly family-run

establishment, in two adjoining nineteenth-century
wooden mansion-houses. Rooms are named after
famous Turkish poets or their poems (you can stay in
“Nirvana”) and have a/c and immaculate bathrooms.
The downstairs terrace is shaded by walnut and fig
trees, while the roof terrace has panoramic views of
the Aya Sofya and the sea. Rooms with a sea view
cost twenty percent extra. Free internet access.
Akbiyik Cad 21 ©0212/516
9260, @ www.sultanhostel.com. Big, but
relaxed, friendly place and very popular because of
its spotless rooms, comfy beds sporting gleaming
white linen, and regularly cleaned shared
bathrooms. A spot in the six-bed dorms offers the
best value, though the en-suite doubles or twins
aren’t bad either. The staff are very friendly and the
restaurant, which spills out onto the street, is
incredibly popular with both guests and passers-by.
Dorms from 25TL, rooms
Utangag Sok 20
®0212/517 2282, @ www.sidehotel.com.
Owned by three charismatic brothers, this place is
bright, spacious and friendly and resists the
pressure to go all modern or faux-Ottoman. Pricier
en-suite rooms (a/c) on the hotel side, cheaper ones
with shared bathroom in the pension, both sharing
the extensive breakfast terraces, which have great
views of the Princes’ Islands. Pension ¢, hotel
Kabasakal Cad 5 ®0212 517 6785,
@ www.turing.org.tr. On a leafy cobbled street
between Aya Sofya and the Blue Mosque. Built in
the style of the house that originally occupied the
site, Yegil Ev (“Green House”) is furnished in period
(mid-nineteenth-century) style, with wood-panelled
ceilings and antique rugs. There’s a fine garden
restaurant with a central marble fountain open to
nonresidents.

There are only a couple of options worth considering in this atmospheric,
traditional area of the Old City, but their proximity to some of the city’s most
interesting yet little-visited sights is a major plus. The places listed below are
marked on the “Land Walls” map on p.115.

Sadrazam Ali Paga Cad 26
®0212/531 4858, @ www.hoteldaphnis.com. This
charming boutique hotel, contrived from a small
terrace of century-old Greek townhouses, is
situated close to the shore of the Golden Horn, just
a short distance from Fener’s Greek Orthodox Patri-
achate — which means it gets its fair share of
visitors from Greece. It’s less messed about with
than the majority of boutique conversions, though
the front rooms, with fine views over the Golden
Horn, are very noisy due to the busy main road.

Kariye Camii Sok 6, Erdirne

Kapi ®0212/534 8414, @ www.kariyeotel
.com. Situated right next door to the Kariye Museum
and a stone’s throw from the Theodosian land walls,
this carefully restored nineteenth-century mansion
is a model of restraint and elegance. There are
ceiling fans rather than a/c, which is quite sufficient
in this elevated, tree-shaded location. The only
downside is the rather small, shower-only bathrooms,
but the wonderful attached restaurant, the Asithane
(see p.133), more than makes up for this.



The heart of Beyoglu, the former European quarter, is undoubtedly istiklal
Caddesi — lined with gorgeous nineteenth-century townhouses and arcades, it’s
Istanbul’s premier entertainment area, home to the city’s densest concentration of
restaurants, bars and clubs. Tepebas1, a mixed commercial/tourist district just west
of Istiklal Caddesi’s southern end, gives easy access to Istiklal but has a number of
charms of its own, from trendy rooftop bars and restaurants to the impressive Pera
Museum. There are also a couple of options close to the Galata Tower. Cihangir,
on the northern side of Siraselviler Caddesi, is an affluent yet bohemian backwater
with splendid views of the Bosphorus.

At the northeastern end of Istiklal Caddesi, the business district of Taksim
has a wide range of hotels aimed largely at business travellers and tour groups.
Rates here are usually higher than in other areas, but bargains can be found. All
the places reviewed below are marked on the “Beyoglu and Galata” map on

pp.120-121.

Tepebasi, istiklal Caddesi
and Galata

istiklal Cad 45 ®0212/245
0772, @ www.istanbulsuite.com. In the heart of the
action near the Taksim end of this buzzing street,
this upmarket hotel offers a range of doubles (some
with balcony views) and suites. Decor is simple and
modern without being too minimalist, and there’s a
pleasant garden restaurant. Prices drop consider-
ably for longer stays and there’s another branch in
nearby, trendy Cihangir.

Mesrutiyet Cad 117, Tepebasi
®0212/249 1025, @ www.londrahotel.net. Palatial,
mid-nineteenth-century townhouse. Many of the
rooms are timeworn and cluttered with battered
period furniture, which gives the hotel its
retro-bohemian charm. Others that have been
modernized have inevitably lost their raffishness.
Ernest Hemingway stayed here in 1922 when he
was a journalist covering the Turkish War of
Independence, as did Alexander Hacke when
shooting the definitive film of the city’s music
scene, Istanbul: Crossing the Bridge.

Asmalimescit Sok 52
®0212/245 6212, @ www.devmanhotel
.com. Modern hotel in the arty nineteenth-century
backstreets off istiklal Cad, with spotless blue-
tiled bathrooms with power shower, firm beds and
a passable open-buffet breakfast. Good value for
the location and right next to the nightlife — try to
bag a room at the rear to avoid the worst of the
noise of carousing diners and music from the
bars.
Bankalar Cad, Haci Ali
Sok 27, Galata ®0212/292 4841, @ www
.galataresidence.com. Period apartments in a
beautifully restored late nineteenth-century
building, once the home of a wealthy Jewish

family. There are seven two-bed apartments (€75)
and twice as many four-bed apartments (€120). It's
not as designer-flash as some of the newer places,
but extremely comfortable and well located, and
the ceiling fans keep things cool enough on hot
summer nights. Weekly and monthly lets are
considerably cheaper. There’s also a roof-terrace
Greek-style fish restaurant (closed July & Aug).
Asmalimescit Sok 54 ®0212/292
7749, ® 243 6115. Not quite as good value as the
next door Hotel Devman, this is a nonetheless good
backup option. Spacious, carpeted rooms painted a
soothing green, and spotless bathrooms with
decent-quality fittings. The nominal breakfast is
taken in the small ground-floor TV room. Good
situation for sampling the vibrant nightlife around
and good value.
istiklal Cad, Megelik
Sok 4 ©0212/251 0101 @www.triada
.com.tr. Small (approx 50 square metres) but
stylish apartments in a lovely turn-of-the-century
townhouse on a quiet side street opposite Aya
Triada church. A/c, laminate floors, American-style
kitchen and neat bathrooms. There’s even a shared
sauna.
Galipdede Cad 85
®0212/293 5520, @ www.worldhouse
istanbul.com. If you’re looking for the cheapest
possible accommodation in Beyoglu, then this is
the place, with a spot in an eight-bed dorm at
20TL — including breakfast. The doubles, though,
are as expensive as those in nearby budget
hotels. Clean, light, high-ceilinged rooms, it has
friendly staff and a wonderful location between
the Galata Tower and the Tiinel end of istiklal Cad.
Despite the nearby 24hr entertainment, it's quiet,
too — bar the prayer call from the adjacent
mosque. Dorms €12, rooms
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Cihangir stunning panorama of the Bosphorus are €80,
Akarsu Yokusu Cad 44-46 ®0212/293 - city-view rooms are €55. The rooftop terrace has the

0604, ® 249 0232. Delightful, good-value hotel best views of all, and serves as the breakfast salon,
offering large, well-equipped doubles with satellite and in the evening a very well-regarded fish restau-
TV, a/c and a baby-sitting service. Rooms with a rant (full meal including drinks €25-40).

Most short-stay visitors spend all their time in Sultanahmet, home of Istanbul’s
main sightseeing attractions: the church of Aya Sofya, the greatest legacy of the
Byzantine Empire; the Topkap1 Palace, heart of the Ottoman Empire and the
massive Sultanahmet Camii (Blue Mosque). Here also are the ancient
Hippodrome, the Museum of Turkish and Islamic Art (housed in the former
Palace of ibrahim Pasa), the eerily-lit Yerebatan Sarnigi, a fascinating Byzantine
underground cistern and the Grand Bazaar (Kapali Carsi), the largest covered
bazaar in the world. The monumental architecture, attractive parks and gardens,
street-side cafes, and the benefits of a relatively traffic-free main road (courtesy of
the tramline) combine to make this area pleasant for both sightseeing and staying
— but beware of hustlers, particularly of the carpet-selling variety.

For almost a thousand years Aya Sofya, or Haghia Sophia (daily except Mon
9am—7pm, upper galleries close at 6.30pm; 20TL), was the largest enclosed space
in the world, designed to impress the strength and wealth of the Byzantine
emperors upon their own subjects and visiting foreign dignitaries alike. Superbly
located between the Topkap:i Palace and Sultanahmet Camii on the ancient
acropolis, the first hill of Istanbul, the church dominated the city skyline for a
millennium, until the domes and minarets of the city’s mosques began to challenge
its eminence in the sixteenth century.

Aya Sofya, “the Church of the Divine Wisdom”, is the third church of this
name to stand on the site. Commissioned in the sixth century by Emperor
Justinian after its predecessor had been razed to the ground in 532, its architects
were Anthemius of Tralles and Isidore of Miletus. Prior to their pioneering
design, most churches followed the pattern of the rectangular, pitch-roofed
Roman basilica or meeting hall. Anthemius and Isidore were to create a
building of a type and scale hitherto unknown to the Byzantine world, and no
imitation was attempted until the sixteenth century. The mighty thirty-metre
dome was unprecedented, and the sheer dimensions of the structure meant that
the architects had no sure way of knowing that their plans would succeed.
Constructed in five years, the building survived several earthquakes before,
some twenty years later, the central dome collapsed. During reconstruction the
height of the external buttresses and the dome was increased, and some of the
windows blocked, resulting in an interior much gloomier than originally
intended.

In 1204 it was ransacked by Catholic soldiers during the Fourth Crusade. Mules
were brought in to help carry off silver and gilt carvings and a prostitute was seated
on the throne of the patriarch. In 1452, far too late, the Byzantine Church
reluctantly accepted union with the Catholics in the hope that Western powers
would come to the aid of Constantinople against the Turks. On May 29, 1453,
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those who had said they would rather see the turban of a Turk than the hat of a
cardinal in the streets of Constantinople got their way when the city was captured.
Mehmet the Conqueror rode to the church of Aya Sofya and stopped the looting
that was taking place. He had the building cleared of relics and he said his first
prayer there on the following Friday; this former bastion of the Byzantine
Christian Empire was now a mosque.

Extensive restorations were carried out on the mosaics in the mid-nineteenth
century by the Swiss Fossati brothers, but due to Muslim sensitivities the mosaics
were later covered over again. The building functioned as a2 mosque until 1932,
and in 1934 it was opened as a museum.
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Stepping inside Aya Sofya, eyes blinking to adjust to the subdued lighting, inspires a
sense of awe in even the least spiritual of visitors. Though essentially a square, the
nave, surmounted by its heavenly cupola (far more impressive when viewed from
inside rather than outside) is rectangular, culminating at its eastern end in an impres-
sive apse. At each corner of the nave are semicircular niches (exedrae). The galleries,
which follow the line of these exedrae around the building, are supported by rows of
columns and by four piers, which double as the main support of the dome. The
columns supporting the galleries are green antique marble, while those in the upper
gallery of the exedrae are Thessalian marble. Upstairs in the western gallery a large
circle of green Thessalian marble marks the position of the throne of the empress.

The interior of the church was originally lit by legions of lamps, whose flick-
ering light reflected in the pieces of glass or gold which had been carefully
embedded at minutely disparate angles, giving an appearance of movement and life
to the mosaics. What remains of the abstract mosaics, and of the large areas of
plain gold that covered the underside of the dome and other large expanses of wall
and ceiling, dates from the sixth century.

The figurative mosaics, dating from after the Iconoclastic era (726-843), are
located in the narthex, the nave, the upper gallery and the vestibule. Some of the
most impressive are in the south gallery where there’s a comparatively well-lit
mosaic depicting Christ, the Virgin and St John the Baptist.

On the east wall of the south gallery is a fine mosaic of Christ flanked by an
emperor and empress. It is believed that the two figures are those of
Constantine IX Monomachus and Empress Zoé&, who ruled Byzantium in her
own right with her sister Theodora before she married Constantine.

Also in the south gallery is a mosaic dating from 1118, depicting the Virgin and
Child between Emperor John II Comnenus and Empress Irene, and their son
Prince Alexius, added later. This is a livelier, less conventional work than that of
Zoé& and Constantine, with faces full of expression: Prince Alexius, who died soon
after this portrait was executed, is depicted as a wan and sickly youth, his lined face
presaging his premature death.

One of the most beautiful mosaics in the church is a Virgin and Child flanked
by two emperors, located in the Vestibule of Warriors. To see it turn around
and look upwards after passing through the magnificent Portal of the Emperor.
Dated to the last quarter of the tenth century, the mosaic shows Emperor
Justinian, to the right of the Virgin, offering a model of Aya Sofya, while
Emperor Constantine offers a model of the city of Constantinople.

Also worth noting is the famous brass-clad weeping column, located in the
northwest corner of the aisle and usually identifiable by the crowd it attracts. A
legend dating from at least 1200 tells how St Gregory the Miracle-worker
appeared here and subsequently the moisture seeping from the column has been
believed to cure a wide range of conditions.

What is left of the structures from Aya Sofya’s time as a mosque are the mihrab,
set in the south wall of the apse, the mimber (pulpit), the sultan’s loge (a raised kiosk
allowing the sultan to worship hidden from prying eyes), and most strikingly, the
enormous wooden plaques that bear sacred Islamic names of God, the Prophet
Mohammed and the first four caliphs. These and the inscription on the dome by
the calligrapher Azzet Efendi all date from the time of the restoration by the
Fossati brothers.

Commandingly located on the very tip of the promontory on which the Old City
of Istanbul is set is the Topkap1 Palace (daily except Tues 9am—7pm; 20TL). The



symbolic and political centre of the Ottoman Empire for nearly four centuries, its
sheer opulence defies its origins in the tented encampments of nomadic Turkic
warriors. Originally known as Saray: Cedid, or New Palace, Topkap1 was built
between 1459 and 1465 as the seat of government of the newly installed Ottoman
regime. Similar to the Alhambra of Granada and just as unmissable, the palace
consists of a collection of buildings arranged around a series of courtyards and
attractive gardens.

The first courtyard, the palace’s service area, entered from the street through
Mehmet the Conqueror’s Bab-1 Hiimayiin, the great defensive imperial gate
opposite the fountain of Ahmet III, was always open to the general public. The
palace bakeries are behind a wall to the right of the courtyard and the buildings
of the imperial mint and outer treasury are behind the wall north of the church
of Aya Irene. In front of Aya Irene were located the quarters of the straw-weavers
and carriers of silver pitchers, around a central courtyard in which the palace
firewood was stored.

Today, Aya Irene, “the Church of the Divine Peace”, is only opened for large
groups by special request at the Directorate of Aya Sofya, located at the entrance
of Aya Sofya, It is also open for concerts, especially in the summer istanbul music
festival. The original church was one of the oldest in the city, but it was rebuilt
along with Aya Sofya after being burnt down in the Nika riots of 532.

To reach the second courtyard you pass through the Bab-iis Selam, “the Gate of
Salutations”, otherwise known as the Ortakapi, or middle gate (where the entry
fee is collected). Entering through Ortakapi, with the gateway to the third
courtyard straight ahead of you, the Privy Stables of Mehmet II (closed to the
public) are on your immediate left, while beyond them are the buildings of the
Divan and the Inner Treasury and the entrance to the Harem. Opposite the Divan,
on the right side of the courtyard, is the kitchen area.

The gardens between the paths radiating from the Ortakap1 are planted with
ancient cypresses and plane trees, rose bushes and lawns. Originally they would
also have been resplendent with peacocks, gazelles and fountains. Running water,
considered to have almost mystical properties by Muslims, was supplied in great
quantity to the palace from the Byzantine cistern of Yerebatan Sarnici (see p.103).
This second courtyard would have been the scene of pageantry during state
ceremonies, when the sultan would occupy his throne beneath the Bab-iis Saadet,
“the Gate of Felicity”.

The Cage or Kafes was the suite of rooms of the Harem where possible successors
to the throne were kept incarcerated. The practice was adopted by Ahmet | as an
alternative to the fratricide that had been institutionalized in the Ottoman Empire
since the rule of Beyazit Il. After the death of their father, the younger princes would
be kept under house arrest along with deaf mutes and a harem of concubines, while
their eldest brother acceded to the throne. They remained here until such time as they
were called upon to take power themselves. The concubines never left the Cage
unless they became pregnant in which case they were immediately drowned. The
decline of the Ottoman Empire has in part been attributed to the institution of the
Cage, as sultans who spent any length of time there emerged crazed, avaricious and
debauched. The most infamous victim was “ibrahim the Mad” (see p.100).
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1 Ortakapi or Middle Gate 4 Harem mosque
2 Kitchens and cooks’ quarters 15 Court of the Room of the Robe
(Porcelain & glass collection) 16 Room of the Robe of the Prophet

3 Reconstructed kitchen 17 Rooms of the Relics of the Prophet
4 Stables and Harness rooms 18 Hall of the Treasury
5 Barrack of the Halberdiers (Sultans’ portraits & miniature collection)
6 Hall of the Divan 19 Hall of the Pantry (Museum Directorate)
7 Offices of the Divan 20 Pavilion of Mehmet I, now the Treasury
8 Inner Treasury (Arms & armour collection) 21 Disrobing chamber of Selim Il hamam
9 Gate of Felicity (Bab-iis Saadet) 22 Site of Selim Il hamam

10 Quarters of the White Eunuchs (Costume collection) 23 Site of Selim Il hamam boilers

11 Throne room 24 Hall of the Expeditionary Force

12 Ahmet IIl library 25 Circumcision Kogki

13 Mosque of the school, now the library 26 Terrace and bower

Entering the buildings of the Divan, to the left of the courtyard, is a metal grille
in the Council Chamber (the first room on the left), called “the Eye of the Sultan”.
Through this he could observe the proceedings of the Divan, where the eminent
imperial councillors sat in session and which took its name from the couch running
around the three walls of the room. The building dates essentially from the reign
of Mehmet the Conqueror, and the Council Chamber was restored to its
sixteenth-century appearance in 1945, with some of the original Iznik tiles and
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arabesque painting. Next to the Divan is another building from Mehmet the
Conqueror’s original palace, the Inner Treasury, a six-domed hall with displays

of Ottoman and European armour.

Across the courtyard are the palace kitchens and cooks’ quarters,
with their magnificent rows of chimneys. The ten kitchens, which had a staff
of 1500, all served different purposes, including two just to make sweets and

helva.
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As you pass through the Bab-iis Saadet, “the Gate of Felicity”, the Throne
Room is immediately in front of you. This building, mainly dating from the
reign of Selim I, was where the sultan awaited the outcome of sessions of the
Divan in order to give his assent or otherwise to their proposals. The grey
marble building at the centre of the third courtyard, the Ahmet III Library, is
restrained and sombre compared to his highly decorative fountain outside the
gates of the palace.

The room to the right of the gate and throne room and library, southwest of the
courtyard, is the Hall of the Expeditionary Force, sometimes referred to as the
Hall of the Campaign Pages (Seferli Kogusu), which houses a collection of embroi-
dery and a very small selection from the imperial costume collection.

The two-storey Imperial Treasury is housed in the rooms that once functioned
as the Pavilion of Mehmet II, which takes up most of the southeast side of the
third courtyard, to the right of the entrance. This two-storey building, with its
colonnaded terrace, boasts the shell-shaped niches, stalactite capitals and pointed
window arches so typical of the fifteenth century.

The first room contains a number of highly wrought and extremely beautiful
objects, including a delicate silver model of a palace complete with tiny birds in the
trees, a present to Abdiil Hamid II from Japan. The big crowd-puller in room two
is the Topkap1 Dagger, which starred alongside Peter Ustinov in the Sunday-
matinée classic Topkapi. A present from Mahmut I to Nadir Shah that was waylaid
and brought back when news of the shah’s death reached Topkaps, the dagger is
decorated with three enormous emeralds, one of which conceals a watch. In the
third room is the Spoonmaker’s Diamond, the fifth largest diamond in the world.

The fourth room boasts a bejewelled throne, and the hand and part of the skull
of John the Baptist, but otherwise it’s a relative haven of restraint and good taste.
Ivory and sandalwood objects predominate, refreshingly simple materials whose
comparative worth is determined by craftsmanship rather than quantity.

Across the courtyard from the Treasury, the Pavilion of the Holy Mantle houses
the Rooms of the Relics of the Prophet, holy relics brought home by Selim the
Grim after his conquest of Egypt in 1517. The relics were originally viewed only
by the sultan, his family and his immediate entourage on days of special religious
significance. They include a footprint, hair and a tooth of the Prophet Mohammed,
as well as his mantle and standard, swords of the first four caliphs and a letter from
the Prophet to the leader of the Coptic tribe.

The fourth courtyard is entered through a passageway running between the
Hall of the Treasury and the display of clocks and watches in the Silahdar
Treasury. It consists of several gardens, each graced with pavilions, the most
attractive of which are located around a wide marble terrace beyond the tulip
gardens of Ahmet III.

The Baghdad Késkii, the cruciform building to the north of the terrace, is the
only pavilion presently open to the public. It was built by Murat IV to celebrate
the conquest of Baghdad in 1638. The exterior and cool, dark interior are tiled in
blue, turquoise and white, and the shutters and cupboard doors are inlaid with
tortoiseshell and mother-of-pearl. If you think this is redolent of unseemly excess,
take a look at the attractive pool and marble fountain on the terrace, scene of
debauched revels among Ibrahim I and the women of his harem. Deli Ibrahim, or
ibrahim the Mad, emerged dangerously insane from 22 years in the Cage, his



reign culminating in a fit of sexual jealousy when he ordered death by drowning
in the Bosphorus for the 280 concubines of his harem — only one of them lived to
tell the tale, picked up by a passing French ship and taken to Paris.

The Circumcision Késkii, in the Portico of Columns above the terrace, also
dates from the reign of Ibrahim the Mad. The exterior is covered in prime-period
Iznik tiles of the sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries. At the other end of the
Portico of Columns is the Revan Késkii, built to commemorate the capture of
Erivan in the Caucasus by Mehmet IV.

The Mecidiye Koskii — the last building to be erected at Topkap: — commands
the best view of any of the Topkap: pavilions. It’s been opened as the expensive
Konyali café (see p.130) and on a clear day from its garden terrace you can identify
most of the buildings on the Asian shore of the Bosphorus.

It is well worth visiting the Harem (daily except Tues 10am—4pm, 15TL) as many
visitors (put off by the steep extra entrance fee) give it a miss, often leaving it
relatively uncrowded. The word “harem” means “forbidden” in Arabic; in Turkish
it refers to a suite of apartments in a palace or private residence where the head of
the household lived with his wives, odalisques (female slaves) and children.
Situated on the north side of the Second Court, it consisted of over four hundred
rooms, centred on the suites of the sultan and his mother, the Valide Sultan.

The Harem was connected to the outside world by means of the Carriage Gate,
so called because the odalisques would have entered their carriages here when they
went on outings. To the left of the Carriage Gate as you enter the Harem is the
Barracks of the Halberdiers of the Long Tresses, who carried logs and other loads
into the Harem. The Halberdiers, who also served as imperial guardsmen, were
only employed at certain hours and even then they were blinkered. The Carriage
Gate and the Aviary Gate were both guarded by black eunuchs, who were respon-
sible for running the Harem.

The Court of the Black Eunuchs, dates mainly from a rebuilding programme
begun after the great fire of 1665, which damaged most of the Harem as well as
the Divan. The tiles in the eunuchs’ quarters date from the seventeenth century,
suggesting that the originals were destroyed in the fire. The Alfin Yol or Golden

The women of the harem were so shrouded in mystery that they became a source
of great fascination for the world in general. Many were imported from Georgia and
Caucasia for their looks, or were prisoners of war, captured in Hungary, Poland or
Venice. Upon entering the harem, they would become the charges of the haznedar
usta, who would teach them how to behave towards the sultan and the other palace
inhabitants. The conditions in which the majority of these women lived were danger-
ously unhygienic and many of them died of disease, or from the cold of an istanbul
winter. The women who were chosen to enter the bedchamber of the sultan, however,
were promoted to the rank of imperial odalisque, given slaves to serve them, and
pleasant accommodation. If they bore a child, they would be promoted to the rank of
favourite or wife, with their own apartments. If the sultan subsequently lost affection
for one of these women, he could give her in marriage to one of his courtiers.

Most renowned of the harem women was Haseki Hiirrem, or Roxelana as she was
known in the West, wife of Stileyman the Magnificent. Prior to their marriage, it was
unusual for a sultan to marry at all, let alone to choose a wife from among his concu-
bines. This was the beginning of a new age of harem intrigue, in which women began
to take more control over affairs of state, often referred to as the “Rule of the Harem”.
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Road ran the entire length of the Harem, from the quarters of the Black Eunuchs
to the fourth courtyard. Strategically located at the beginning of the Golden Road
were the apartments of the Valide Sultan, also rebuilt after 1665. They include
a particularly lovely domed dining room.

Beyond the Valide Sultan’s apartments are the apartments and reception rooms
of the seldmlik, the sultan’s own rooms. The largest and grandest of them is the
Hiinkar Sofrasi, the Imperial Hall, where the sultan entertained visitors. Another
important room in this section is a masterwork of the architect Sinan: the
bedchamber of Murat III, covered in sixteenth-century Iznik tiles.

The northernmost rooms of the Harem are supported by immense piers and
vaults, providing capacious basements that were used as dormitories and store-
rooms. Below the bedchamber is a large indoor swimming pool, with taps for
hot and cold water, where Murat is supposed to have thrown gold to women
who pleased him. Next to the bedchamber is the light and airy library of
Ahmet I, with windows overlooking both the Bosphorus and the Golden Horn;
beyond this is the dining room of Ahmet III, whose walls are covered in wood
panelling painted with bowls of fruit and flowers, typical of the extravagant
tulip-loving sultan.

It’s usual to depart from the Harem by way of the Aviary Gate, or Kushane
Kapisy, into the Third Court.

Gulhane Parki surrounds Topkapi Palace on all sides and was once the extended
gardens of the sultans. It is now a public park with a relaxed atmosphere. Among
the attractions is the recently opened (2008) History of Science and Technology
in Islam Museum (Islam Bilim ve Teknoloji Tarihi Miizesi; daily except Mon
9am—5pm; 5TL)a generally successful attempt to show, using carefully constructed
replicas of everything from astronomical observatories to medical equipment, the
contribution scientists and inventors from the Islamic world made to civilization
between the eighth and sixteenth centuries.

Located next to Gulhane Parki, though also entered from the first courtyard of
Topkap1 Palace, the Darphane (Royal Mint; Wed—Sun 9.30am—5.30pm; free;
@ www.tarihvakfi.org.tr) was moved to this site in 1715, although there is
evidence that coins were struck hereabouts as early as the sixteenth century.
Most of the current buildings date from the 1830s and the reign of Mahmut II.
The monetary reforms introduced by Abdiilmecit between 1839 and 1861 saw
the introduction of modern steam-powered machinery to improve the quality
of coins produced.

The Archeology Museum complex, which includes the Museum of the Ancient
Orient and Cinili Koésk (see opposite; all daily except Mon 8.30am—7pm;
combined entry 10TL), can be entered either through Gulhane Parki or from the
first courtyard of the Topkap1 Palace. The Archeology Museum itself (Arkeoloji
Miizesi) is centred on a marvellous collection of sarcophogi from Sidon housed in
the two rooms to the left of the entrance on the ground floor. The most famous is
the so-called Alexander Sarcophagus from the late fourth century. Covered
with scenes of what is presumed to be Alexander the Great hunting and in battle,
it cannot be Alexander’s tomb as he is known to have been buried in Alexandria.
It is ascribed variously by different sources to a ruler of the Seleucid dynasty or to
the Phoenician Prince Abdolonyme.



Upstairs exhibits include some of the fascinating finds made by Schliemann and
Dorpfeld at Troy, including some beautiful gold jewellery. Well worth visiting in
these upper rooms is the “Istanbul through the Ages” exhibition, which traces
the history of the city from archaic to Ottoman times, and includes the chain used
by the Byzantines to block entry to the strategically crucial Golden Horn. Down
in the basement, but beautifully presented, are finds from the oft-neglected
Byzantine period, with some lavishly carved capitals the pick of the exhibits.

The Museum of the Ancient Orient (Esk1 Sark Eserleri Miizesi) contains a small
but dazzling collection of Anatolian, Egyptian and Mesopotamian artefacts. These
include the oldest peace treaty known to mankind, the Treaty of Kadesh (1280—
1269 BC), which was signed when a battle fought between Pharaoh Ramses II and
the Hittite king Muvatellish, ended in a stalemate. The copy of the treaty on
display in the museum was uncovered during excavations at the site of the Hittite
capital of Hattusa (see p.527), and includes a ceasefire agreement and pledges of a
mutual exchange of political refugees. A copy of the treaty decorates the entrance
to the UN building in New York.

The blue-and-yellow animal relief in the corridor beyond the first room dates
from the reign of Nebuchadnezzar (604-562 BC), the last hero-king of Babylonia,
where it would have lined the processional way in Babylon. Other exhibits were
taken from the palace-museum of Nebuchadnezzar, located at the Ishtar Gate.
Another massive relief, in Room 8, depicts the Hittite king Urpalla presenting
gifts of grapes and grain to a vegetation god, who is three times his own size. This
is a plaster copy of a relief found at Ivriz Kaya near Konya, dating from the eighth
century BC.

The graceful Cinili Késk or Tiled Pavilion — a few metres north of the Museum
of the Ancient Orient — was built in 1472 as a kind of grandstand, from which the
sultan could watch sporting activities such as wrestling or polo. It now houses the
Museum of Turkish Ceramics, displaying tiles of equal quality to those in
Topkap: Palace and Istanbul’s older mosques, along with well-written explana-
tions of the different periods in the history of Turkish ceramics.

The Yerebatan Sarni¢1 (daily 9am—6.30pm; 10TL), the “Sunken Palace” — also
known as the Basilica Cistern, was once an integral part of the Old City’s water
supply. It’s one of several underground cisterns, this one buried under the very
core of Sultanahmet and is the first to have been extensively excavated.

Probably built by the Emperor Constantine in the fourth century, and enlarged
by Justinian in the sixth, the cistern was supplied by aqueducts with water from
the Belgrade Forest. It in turn supplied the Great Palace and later Topkap: Palace.
The cistern fell into disuse after the Ottoman conquest, but was rediscovered in
1545 by the Frenchman Petrus Gyllius. His interest was aroused when he found
fresh fish being sold in the streets nearby, and he enquired at some local houses.
The residents let him on their “secret” — wells sunk through into the cistern and
boats kept on the water from which they could fish its depths.

Restored in 1987, the cistern is now beautifully lit and access made easier by
specially constructed walkways. The largest covered cistern in the city, at 140m by
70m, Yerebatan held 80,000 cubic metres of water. The small brick domes are
supported by 336 columns, many of which have Corinthian capitals. Two of the
columns are supported by Medusa heads, clearly relics of an earlier building.
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The arena of the Hippodrome, formerly the cultural focus of the Byzantine
Empire, is now a long, narrow municipal park known as At Meydanl, or Square of
Horses, a reference to the chariot races held here in Roman times. Attractively
flanked by the Palace of Ibrahim Pasa on one side and the Blue Mosque to the
other, it is usually thronged with tourists posing in front of the Egyptian
Obelisk. Originally 60m tall, though only the upper third survived shipment
from Egypt in the fourth century, the obelisk was commissioned to commemorate
the campaigns of Thutmos III in Egypt during the sixteenth century BC, but the
scenes on its base commemorate its erection in Constantinople under the direction
of Theodosius I. Among the figures depicted are dancing maidens with musicians,
Theodosius and his family watching a chariot race (south side) and a group of
captives kneeling to pay homage to Theodosius (west side).

The Serpentine Column comes from the Temple of Apollo at Delphi, where it
was dedicated to the god by the 31 Greek cities that defeated the Persians at Plataca
in 479 BC. The column was brought to Constantinople by Constantine the Great.
The three intertwining bronze serpents originally had heads, which splayed out in
three directions from the column itself.

The third ancient monument on the spina is a huge lump of masonry, a
32-metre-high column of little or no decorative or practical worth. The origins of
this so-called Column of Constantine are uncertain, but an inscription records
that it was already decayed when Constantine restored it.

On the southeastern side of the Hippodrome is the monumental Sultanahmet
Camii, or Blue Mosque. With its six minarets, imposing bulk and commanding
position on the skyline of old Istanbul, it is one of the most famous and visited
monuments in the city. Viewed from the all-important approach from the
Topkap1 Palace, it is a striking mass of shallow domes, half-domes and domed
turrets, but its most striking profile is from the Sea of Marmara where, elevated
above the hillside, it totally dominates its surroundings.

Before construction began under architect Mehmet Aga, in 1609, objections
were raised to the plan of a mosque with six minarets on the grounds that it would
be unholy to rival the six minarets of the mosque at Mecca. More importantly, it
would be a drain on state resources already in a parlous state following a succession
of (unsuccessful) wars with Austria and Persia. But Sultanahmet I, after whom the
mosque is named, was determined to try and outdo his predecessors even if it
meant bankrupting his empire — he even helped dig the foundations himself.

There are two entrances to the mosque’s prayer hall; at the side facing the Aya
Sofya (always very busy) or (despite the notices asking you to do otherwise)
through the large beautifully proportioned courtyard to the northwest — itself
best entered through the graceful main (southwest) portal. Make sure you are
suitably covered (limbs for men and women, heads for women) and take off your
shoes and put them in the plastic bag provided.

Inside, four “elephant foot” pillars (so called because of their size) of five
metres in diameter impose their disproportionate dimensions on the interior —
particularly the dome which is smaller and shallower than that of Sinan’s Istanbul
masterpiece, the nearby Siileymaniye Camii. The name “Blue Mosque” derives
from the mass (over 20,000) of predominantly blue Iznik tiles which adorn the
interior, though much of the “blue” is, in fact, stencilled paintwork. The glass in
the numerous arched windows was originally mainly coloured Venetian bottle
glass, but this has now been replaced by poor-quality modern windows.



A Sultanahmet Camii,the Blue Mosque

At the northeast corner of the Sultanahmet complex is the richly decorated and
elegant royal pavilion, approached by ramp and giving access to the sultan’s loge
inside the mosque — the ramp meant that the sultan could ride his horse right up
to the door of his chambers. The royal pavilion now houses a Museum of Carpets
(Hali Miizesi; Tues—Sat 9am—4pm; 2TL), which traces the history of Turkish
carpets through the ages and includes some ancient, priceless pieces.

Outside the precinct wall to the northwest of the mosque is the tiirbe or tomb of
Sultan Ahmet (Tues—Sat 9am—4pm; free), decorated, like the mosque, with
seventeenth-century Iznik tiles. Buried here along with the sultan are his wife and
three of his sons, two of whom (Osman II and Murat IV) ruled in their turn.

Between May 1 and September 30 (on alternate evenings) there is a free sound
and light show conducted from the small seating area in the park between the
Blue Mosque and Aya Sofya. The show starts at 7.30pm; beware that it attracts
plenty of hustlers.

The Museum of Turkish and Islamic Art

The attractive Ibrahim Paga Saray1 (Palace of Ibrahim Pasa), on the eastern side
of the Hippodrome, is now the Museum of Turkish and Islamic Art (Tiirk ve
islam Eserleri Miizesi; daily except Mon 9am—4.30pm; 10TL), containing one of
the best-exhibited collections of Islamic artefacts in the world. The main concen-
tration of exhibits deals with Selguk, Mamluk and Ottoman Turkish art, though
there are also several important Timurid and Persian works on display. The Selguk
Turks, precursors of the Ottomans, are represented by some beautiful wall tiles
and fine woodcarvings. Other impressive exhibits include sixteenth-century
Persian miniatures and the tiny Sancak Korans, meant for hanging on the standard
of the Ottoman imperial army in a jihad (holy war), so that the word of God
would precede the troops into battle.

The Great Hall of the palace houses a collection of Turkish carpets that is
among the finest in the world. These range from tattered remains dating from the
thirteenth century to carpets that once adorned Istanbul’s palaces, some weighing
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in at thousands of kilograms. On the basement floor, there is an ethnography
section, with everything from the black goat-hair tents of the Yiriik tribes of
Anatolia, to a re-creation of the interior of a late-Ottoman wooden house in Bursa.

The double-domed building between the Sultanahmet Camii and Aya Sofya is the
Hamam of Roxelana (Haseki Hiirrem Sultan Hamami; daily except Tues
9.30am—5pm; free). Built by Mimar Sinan in 1556, it replaced the Byzantine baths
of Zeuxippus on the same site and was named in honour of Siileyman’s wife,
Roxelana. The 75-metre-long hamam used to serve the worshippers at the mosque
of Aya Sofya. The hamam, now restored with stained-glass windows, has kept the
original marble fountains in the changing rooms, and now serves as a (pricey)
showroom for traditional handwoven carpets and kilims.

The little-visited Sokollu Mehmet Paga Camii (usually open at prayer times
only, but the imam may be around to unlock it during the day) is one of the most
attractive mosques in the city. A short walk downhill from the Hippodrome, it is
one of Mimar Sinan’s later buildings (1571) and was commissioned by Sokollu
Mehmet Pagsa, the last grand vizier of Siileyman the Magnificent.

The interior of the mosque is distinguished by the height of its dome and the
impressive display of Iznik tiles on its east wall. These are from the best period of
Turkish ceramics: the white is pure, the green vivid and the red intense. Calli-
graphic inscriptions are set against a jungle of enormous carnations and tulips, and
the designs and colours are echoed all around the mosque and in the conical cap of
the mimber, the tiling of which is unique in istanbul.

Located some 500m below the Blue Mosque, downhill on Kiigitk Ayasofya
Caddesi is the oft-overlooked, recently restored Kiigitk Ayasofya Camii, the
“small mosque of Aya Sofya” (entry 7am—dusk; donations expected). Built as a
church between 527 and 536 it is thought to precede its much larger namesake up
the hill. It was originally named after two Roman soldiers, Sergius and Bacchus,
who were martyred for their faith and later became the patron saints of Christians
in the Roman army, but was renamed because of its resemblance to Aya Sofya. The
church was converted into a mosque comparatively early in the sixteenth century
during the reign of Beyazit II.

Like most Byzantine churches of this era, its exterior is austere brick, and only
inside can the satisfying proportions be properly appreciated. It is basically an
octagon with semicircular niches at its diagonals, inscribed in a rectangle, but both
these shapes are extremely irregular. A delicately carved frieze honouring
Justinian, Theodora and St Sergius runs around the architrave under the gallery,
and numerous columns sport ornate Byzantine captials.

About halfway between Kiigitk Ayasofya Camii and the Cankurtaran train station
is the facade of the Palace of Bucoleon, a seaside annexe to the Great Palace of
the Byzantine emperors. It was part of a larger complex known as The Great
Palace, which covered around five square kilometres from Sultanahmet to the sea



walls. In 1204 the palace was taken over by the Crusaders, who ransacked the
complex for its gold, silver and other valuables — an act of vandalism from which
it never recovered.

It’s easy to miss what’s left of the Palace of Bucoleon, especially if you pass at
speed along Kennedy Caddesi. It is draped in beautiful red vine and set back from
the road with a little park in front. Three enormous marble-framed windows set
high in the wall offer glimpses of the remains of a vaulted room behind. Further
sections of the palace exist under land currently belonging to the Four Seasons Hotel
(see p.92), at the time of writing in the process of being turned into an Archeo-
logical Park.

The other substantial reminders of the Great Palace are the mosaics displayed in the
Mosaic Museum (Biiyiiksaray Mozaik Miizesi; daily except Mon 9am—4.30pm;
8TL. It can be reached by running the gauntlet of salespeople in the Arasta Carsist
— a renovated street-bazaar selling tourist gifts, whose seventeeth-century shops
were originally built to pay for the upkeep of the nearby Sultanahmet Camii.

The building has been constructed so that some of the mosaics, probably dating
from Justinian’s rebuilding programme of the sixth century, can be viewed from a
catwalk as well as at floor level. Among them are portrayals of animals in their
natural habitats, and domestic scenes. These include a vivid illustration of an
elephant locking a lion in a deadly embrace with its trunk and two children being
led on the back of a camel.

The Ottoman-era Grand Bazaar gets more than its fair share of souvenir-hungry
visitors. But the area around it is relatively little explored, which is a shame as
there are some very worthwhile attractions, from the historic Cembirlitag
Hamamu, arguably the best Turkish baths in the country, to the city’s very best
mosque, the hilltop Siilleymaniye Camii. Throw in the gritty districts of Aksaray
and Laleli, half a kilometre west of the bazaar, notable for the ornate Baroque
Laleli Camii, and it’s easy to see how you can spend a day in this area alone. It’s
easy enough to walk to this district from Sultanahmet, or take a tram to the
Beyazit, Laleli or Aksaray stops depending on your proposed itinerary.

With sixty-six streets and alleys, over four thousand shops, numerous storehouses,
moneychangers and banks, a mosque, post office, police station, private security
guards and its own health centre, Istanbul’s Grand Bazaar (Kapali Carsi: Mon—Sat
9am—7pm) is said to be the largest covered bazaar in the world. In Ottoman times
it was based around two bedestens (a domed building where foreign trade took place
and valuable goods stored): the I¢ Bedesten probably dates from the time of the
Conquest, while the Sandal Bedesten was added in the sixteenth century. The
bazaar extends much further than this however, sprawling into the streets that lead
down to the Golden Horn. This whole area was once controlled by strict laws laid
down by the trade guilds, thus reducing competition between traders. Each shop
could support just one owner and his apprentice, and successful merchants were
not allowed to expand their businesses. Similar unwritten laws control market
forces among traders in the covered bazaar even today.
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The best time to visit is during the week as Saturday sees it becoming far too
crowded with local shoppers. Expect to get lost as most streets are either poorly
marked or their signs are hidden beneath goods hung up on display. However, try
finding Kavaflar Sok for shoes, Terlik¢iler Sok for slippers, Kalpakgilar Bagi and
Kuyumcular caddesis for gold, and Tavuk Pazar1 Sok, Kiirkgiiler Sok, Perdahgilar
Caddesi and Bodrum Han for leather clothing. Carpet-sellers are just about
everywhere, with more expensive collector’s pieces on sale on Halicilar Cargisi,
Takkeciler and Keseciler caddesis, and cheaper ones in the tiny Rubiye Han or I¢
Cebeci Han. Ceramics and leather and kilim bags can be found along Yaglikeilar
Caddesi, just off it in Cukur Han, and also along Keseciler Caddesi. For details of
specific shops, see p.141.

The old bazaar (or I¢ Bedesten), located at the centre of the maze, was tradition-
ally reserved for the most precious wares because it could be locked at night. You’ll
still find some silver and gold on sale, but these days the emphasis is more on
reproduction brass ship-fittings, fake scrimshaw and souvenirs.

There are a number of decent cafés in the bazaar (see p.131) where you can
unwind and avoid the constant importuning of traders.

Heading back towards Sultanahmet from the south exits of the Grand Bazaar
follow Yenigeriler Caddesi, which becomes Divan Yolu, a major thoroughfare
that gained its name because it was the principal approach to the Divan.



First point of interest is the the Gazi Atik Ali Paga Camii, one of the oldest
mosques in the city, built in 1496 by the eunuch Atik 3li Pasa, who rose to the rank
of grand vizier under Sultan Beyazit II. A little further east is the Cembirlitag
(“the hooped stone”), a burnt column of masonry, also known as the Column of
Constantine. Erected by Constantine the Great in 330 AD, it commemorated the
city’s dedication as capital of the Roman Empire. The column is currently
scaffolded and covered, awaiting restoration. Across Vezirhani Caddesi from the
column is the four-hundred-year-old Cemberlitas Hamami (daily 6am-—
midnight; 29TL, 46TL with massage; @ www.cemberlitashamami.com.tr),
founded in the sixteenth century by Nur Banu, one of the most powerful of the
Valide Sultans. Architecturally it’s arguably the finest Ottoman hamam in Istanbul,
and well used to dealing with novice visitors.

The baths and column also mark the southern end of Vezirhani Caddesi, turn
north up here to reach the Nuruosmaniye Camii, just outside the bazaar to the
east. Begun by Mahmut I in 1748 and finished seven years later by Osman I1I, this
mosque was the first and most impressive of the city’s Baroque mosques.

Built by the renowned architect Mimar Sinan (see below) in honour of his most
illustrious patron, Siilleyman the Magnificent, the Siileymaniye complex, some 300m
northwest of the Grand Bazaar, is arguably his greatest achievement. Completed in
just seven years the mosque and its satellite buildings achieves a perfection of form and
a monumentality of appearance that set it apart from other Ottoman architecture
On the university side of the complex is the Siileymaniye Library (Mon—Sat
8.30am—5pm), housed in the Evvel and Sani medreses. These buildings, mirror
images of each other, are situated around shady garden courtyards. Siileyman
established the library in an effort to bring together collections of books and
mauscripts scattered throughout the city. On the north side of the complex, on
Mimar Sinan Caddesi, is the Tiirbe (tomb) of Mimar Sinan himself.
Otherwise, the buildings of the complex served the usual functions. On $ifahane
Sokak is the imaret (soup kitchen), which despite its ornate design was constructed
as a public kitchen supplying food for the local poor, a kervansaray (hotel) and a

Many of the finest works of Ottoman civil and religious architecture throughout Turkey
can be traced to Mimar Sinan (1489-1588), who served as court architect to three
sultans — Siileyman the Magnificent, Selim Il and Murat lIl. Probably born the son of
Greek or Armenian Christian parents, he was conscripted into the janissaries in 1513.
As a military engineer, he travelled the length and breadth of southeastern Europe and
the Middle East, giving him the opportunity to become familiar with the best Islamic
— and Christian — monumental architecture there. His bridges, siegeworks, harbours
and even ships, earned him the admiration of his superiors. Sultan Suleyman
appointed him court architect in April 1536. In 1548 he completed his first major
religious commission, istanbul’s Sehzade Camii, and shortly thereafter embarked on
a rapid succession of ambitious projects in and around the capital, including the
waterworks leading from the Belgrade Forest and the Siileymaniye Camii. Competing
with the Silleymaniye as his masterpiece was the Selimiye Camii, constructed
between 1569-75 in the former imperial capital of Edirne (see p.160). Despite tempta-
tions to luxury he lived and died modestly, being buried in a simple tomb he made for
himself in his garden in the grounds of the Siileymaniye Camii - the last of more than
five hundred constructions by Sinan, large and small, throughout the empire.
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mektep (primary school). The Siileymaniye hamam, built by Sinan in 1557, is on
the corner of Mimar Sinan Caddesi and Dékmeciler Hamami Sokak (daily
6.30am—midnight; 60TL for a massage, scrub and return transfer to a hotel in the
Old City; @www.suleymaniyehamami.com). Legend has it that the great
architect took all his baths here from 1557 to 1588.

The mosque itself, the Siilleymaniye Camii, is preceded by a rectangular
courtyard, whose portico stands on columns of porphyry, Marmara marble and
pink Egyptian granite, and by four tapering minarets. The doorway into the
mosque is high and narrow, its wooden doors inlaid with ebony, mother-of-pearl
and ivory. Move inside, and the sense of light and space is staggering — the dome
53m high (twice its diameter), surmounts a perfect square of 26.5m while the
double panes of 200 windows ensure a softly filtered light. In the adjacent
cemetery (daily 5.30am—8pm) are located the tombs of Siilleyman the Magnificent
and of Haseki Hiirrem, or Roxelana, his powerful wife.

The magnificent Aqueduct of Valens spans Atatiirk Bulvar1 around 300m
southwest of the Siileymaniye complex, here reaching a height of 18.5m. The
aqueduct was originally built during the late fourth-century waterworks
programme carried out by the Emperor Valens, and was part of a distribution
network that included reservoirs in the Belgrade Forest and various cisterns
located around the city centre. It was in use right up to the end of the nineteenth
century, having been kept in good repair by successive rulers, who maintained a
constant supply of water to the city in the face of both drought and siege.

Just west of the Grand Bazaar is Beyazit Meydani, the main square of Beyazit,
marking the principal approach to Istanbul University. Just off the square is the
famous Sahaflar Carsisi, the secondhand-booksellers” market (though most of the
books on sale now are new), which dates back to the Byzantine era.

The Ottomans were uneasy with human pictorial representation and used callig-
raphy for artistic expression. On the west side of the square the tradition is
reflected in a small Museum of Calligraphy, closed for restoration at the time of
writing. To the east of the square, Beyazit Camii, completed in 1506, is the oldest
surviving imperial mosque in the city. It has a sombre courtyard full of richly
coloured marble, including twenty columns of verd antique, red granite and
porphyry. Inside, the building is a perfect square of exactly the same proportions
as the courtyard (although the aisles make it feel elongated).

Istanbul University commands an impressive position at the crown of one of the
city’s seven hills. The fire tower located in the grounds, Beyazit Kulesi, is a
landmark all over the city. The university has been a centre of political activity of
the Left, the Right and Muslim fundamentalists, with occasional demonstrations,
lock-ins and even violence on the campus. Apart from the monumental gateway,
where you enter the campus, the most impressive building on the site is a small
Kogk, to the right of the entrance, which has a Baroque interior.

The area south and west of the Laleli Camii complex (situated on Ordu Caddesi
between the Laleli and Aksaray tram stops) is full of Eastern Europeans and Turkic
peoples from the states of Central Asia, the shops are full of fake designer bags,
clothes and shoes. On the plus side, the prostitution the district was once notorious



for is confined to the southwest of the area, and there are a number of restaurants
(see p.133), originally catering to migrants from elsewhere in Turkey, offering
regional specialties.

The Laleli mosque was founded by Mustafa III, whose octagonal tomb is located
at the southeast gate. It’s full of Baroque elements including a grand staircase and
ramps (one of which the reigning sultan would have used to ride up to his loge),
and the detail, for example in the window grilles of the tomb and in the carved
eaves of the sebil (drinking fountain). Inside, a mass of pillars dominates, especially
to the west, where the columns beneath the main dome seem to crowd those
supporting the galleries into the walls.

Heading north from Sultanahmet brings you to the waterfront district of
Eminonii. Once the maritime gateway to the city, it remains one of the largest and
most convenient transport hubs, where buses, ferries, trams and trains converge, the
latter at the grand Sirkeci station, once the last stop on the famed Orient Express.
Sights within this district include the Cagaloglu hamam and the landmark Yeni
Cami complex which includes the ornate Ottoman-era Spice Bazaar.

The Cagaloglu Hamamu is located on Kazim Ismail Giirkan Caddesi (daily: men
8am—10pm, women 8am—8.30pm; 24TL for self-service bath, 54TL for bath and
scrub, 72TL for bath, scrub and massage; @ www.cagalogluhamami.com.tr); the
women’s entrance to the hamam is around the corner on Cagaloglu Hamam Sok.
The most popular baths this side of town, they are famous for their beautiful
hararets or steam rooms — open cruciform chambers with windowed domes
supported on a circle of columns. The baths were built in 1741 by Mahmut I to
pay for the upkeep of his library in Aya Sofya, and the arches, basins and taps of
the hot room, as well as the entries to the private cubicles, are all magnificently
Baroque. Florence Nightingale is said to have bathed here and the hamam has
appeared in several movies, including Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom.

The Yeni Cami, or “new mosque”, is a familiar city landmark, sited across the busy
road from Eminénii’s bustling waterfront. The last of Istanbul’s imperial mosques
to be built, it was erected for the Valide Sultan, Safiye, mother of Mehmet IIT and
one of the most powerful of the Valide Sultans. who effectively ruled the whole
empire through the weakness of her son. It was built on a seemingly inappropriate
site, in a slum neighbourhood inhabited by a sect of Jews called the Karaites, who
were relocated across the Horn to Haskdy. Work was then hindered by court
politics and it took some sixty years to complete the building, in 1663.

The most intriguing part of the Yeni Cami mosque complex is the Spice Bazaar
(daily 9am—7pm), known in Turkish as the Misir Carsis1 or “Egyptian Bazaar”,
which has been the city’s premier spice outlet for several centuries. Completed a
few years before Yeni Cami, the L-shaped bazaar was endowed with customs
duties from Cairo (which explains its name); it has 88 vaulted rooms and chambers
above the entryways at the ends of the halls. Far more manageable than the Grand
Bazaar, it sells a good range of herbs, spices, Turkish Delight and quack aphro-
disiacs — most of which are available (cheaper) in the tiny shops outside.
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The Golden Horn (Halic or estuary in Turkish) is one of the finest natural harbours in the
world and its fortunes have been closely linked with those of the city. On two separate
occasions, capture of the Horn proved to be the turning point of crucial military
campaigns. The first occasion, in 1203-04, was when the Crusaders took the Horn and
proceeded to besiege the city for ten months, until they breached the walls separating
the inlet from the city. The second was a spectacular tour de force by Mehmet the
Conqueror, who was prevented from entering the Horn by a chain fastened across it and
so carried his ships overland at night and launched them into the inlet from its northern
shore. Mehmet then constructed a pontoon across the top of the Horn over which he
transported his army and cannons in preparation for the siege of the land walls, which
were finally breached in 1453. For the Ottoman Empire, the Horn was a vital harbour,
supplying the Genoese, Venetian and Jewish trading colonies on its northern shore.

One of the most attractive of Istanbul’s smaller mosques is Riistem Paga Camii, a
short walk west of the spice bazaar. Built for Silleyman the Magnificent’s grand
vizier Riistem Pasa in 1561, it is decorated inside and out by some of the finest
Iznik tiles in Turkey. Designs covering the walls, piers and pillars, and decorating
the mihrab and mimber, include famous panels of tulips and carnations and
geometric patterns. Built by Sinan on an awkward site, the mosque is easy to miss
as you wander the streets below. At ground level on the Golden Horn side an
arcade of shops occupies the vaults, from where a flight of steps leads up to the
mosque’s terrace. Through an attractive entrance portal is a wide courtyard and a
tiled double portico along the west wall.

One of the least visited but most fascinating areas of the Old City, the northwest
quarter is bounded on the west by the major thoroughfare of Fevzi Pasa Caddesi,
to the north by the land walls of Theodosius, the Golden Horn to the east and on
the south by traffic-choked Atatiirk Bulvar1. Once home to a cosmopolitan popula-
tion of Muslims, Christians and Jews it’s now a devoutly Muslim area, particularly
in the district of Fatih where you will notice many women in chadors and bearded
men in galvar pants, long baggy shirts and skullcaps (dress appropriately).

The most notable sights are a former Byzantine church, now the Zeyrek Camii,
two notable Ottoman mosques, the Fatih and Yavuz Selim, the magnificent
Byzantine mosaics in the Fethiye Camii, and the spiritual centre of the Orthodox
Christian world, the Greek Patriarchate. A spiritual centre of a different order
awaits a couple of kilometres up the Golden Horn from the Patriarchate, the Eyiip
area, sacred to Muslims worldwide as it boasts the tomb of Eyiip Ensari, standard-
bearer of the Prophet Mohammed.

To get here take a ferry up the Golden Horn to Fener or Balat from either
Emindnii or Karkdy, or a #99 (for the Atatiirk Bridge) or #38/E (for the Zeyrek
Camii) bus from Eminénii — or walk up from the Laleli or Aksaray tram stops.

In the heart of Zeyrek nestles Zeyrek Camii, the former Church of the
Pantocrator, built in the twelfth century and converted into a mosque at the time



of the conquest. To reach it take Itfaiye Caddesi northwards, then turn left on to
Ibadethane Arkas1 Sokak.

The building is officially open only at prayer times, though you may be able to
persuade the imam to open the door for you (his house is up the stone steps behind
the wooden door, next to the mosque). It originally consisted of two churches and
a connecting chapel, built between 1118 and 1136 by John II Comnenus and
Empress Irene. The chapel was built as a mausoleum for the Comnenus dynasty
and continued to be used as such by the Paleologus dynasty.

The mosque, which occupies the south church, is also in an advanced state of
dilapidation and it’s difficult to believe that it was once an imperial mausoleum.

Alittle over 300m east of the Zeyrek Camii is the Fatih Camii, the “Mosque of the
Conqueror”. Begun in 1463 but not completed until 1470, it was much rebuilt
following a devastating earthquake in 1766. The inner courtyard contains green
antique marble and highly polished porphyry columns supporting a domed portico,
while an eighteenth-century fountain is surrounded by four enormous poplar trees.
The architect was supposedly executed because the dome wasn’t as large as that of
Aya Sofya. The rather drab interior is rarely empty, even outside prayer times.

The tombs of Mehmet II and of one of his wives, Giilbahar (Wed—Sun
9am—4.30pm), are situated to the east of the mosque. The originals were destroyed
in the earthquake, and while Giilbahar’s tomb is probably a replica of the original,
the tiirbe of the Conqueror is sumptuous Baroque.

Twenty minutes’ walk northeast through the backstreets of Fatih brings you to the
Yavuz Selim Camii (also known as the Selimiye). Building probably commenced
in the reign of Selim the Grim, but was completed by Siileyman. The exterior is
austere, fittingly so for this cruel ruler, with just a large dome atop a square room
fronted by a walled courtyard. Inside, however, this simple, restrained building
emerges as one of the most attractive of all the imperial mosques. A central
fountain is surrounded by tall cypress trees, the floor of the portico is paved with
a floral design, while its columns are a variety of marbles and granites.

The domed rooms to the north and south of the mosque — which served as hostels
for travelling dervishes — are characteristic of early Ottoman architecture. The
paintwork designs in the mosque are reminiscent of the delicacy of Turkish carpets
or ceramics. The tomb of Selim the Grim (daily except Tues 9.30am—4.30pm),
beside the mosque, retains two beautiful tiled panels on either side of the door.

Attractively set on a terrace overlooking the Golden Horn half a kilometre
northwest of the Yavuz Selim Camii is the Fethiye Camii, formerly the Church
of Theotokos Pammakaristos. Built in the twelfth century, the church conforms
to the usual cross in a square design, its large central dome enhanced by four
smaller, subsidiary domes. Despite the Ottoman conquest of Constantinople in
1453, it remained a Christian place of worship; indeed, between 1456 and 1587 it
served as the seat of the Greek Orthodox Patriarch (now situated very nearby, in
the district of Fener). It was finally converted into a mosque in 1573, when it was
renamed the Fethiye Camii or “Mosque of the Conquest”. The southwest wing is
now a museum (daily except Wed 9am—4.30pm; 2TL), with superb examples of
the renaissance of Byzantine art, including a mosaic in the dome of Christ
Pantocrator, encircled by the twelve prophets of the Old Testament.
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The Greek Orthodox Patriarchate (daily 9am—5pm; free), north of the Yavuz
Selim Camii almost on the shores of the Golden Horn, has been the spiritual
centre of the Orthodox world since 1599. It remains so today — despite the fact
that the Greek Orthodox community in the city is now so meagre (around 2,500)
and that a Turkish court controversially ruled that the authority of the Patriarch
(currently Bartholomew I) was confined solely to Turkey’s remaining Greek
Orthodox Christians, rather than to the Orthodox Christian community
worldwide. Greek tourists still flock to the nineteenth-century Church of
St George (which stands in the compound of the Patriarchate) on Sunday
mornings in the tourist season — especially for the Easter Sunday Mass.

Theodosius II’s land walls are among the most fascinating Byzantine remains in
Turkey. Well-preserved remnants can still be found along the whole of their
6.5km length, though purists (and UNESCO) decry the fact that much of the
recent work done on the walls looks like new-build rather than restoration.

The land walls were named after Theodosius II, and construction started in
413 AD. Stretching from the Marmara to Tekfur Saray, 2km further out than the
previous walls of Constantine, they were built to accommodate the city’s
expanding population. All citizens, regardless of rank, were required to help in the
rebuilding following their collapse in the earthquake of 447 and the imminent
threat of attack by Attila the Hun. The completed construction consisted of the
original wall, 5m thick and 12m high, plus an outer wall of 2m by 8.5m, and a
20-metre-wide moat, all of which proved sufficient to repel Atilla’s assault.

A walk along the walls takes a little over two hours, though a full day will allow
time to fully enjoy it and the adjacent sites. Most of the outer wall and its 96
towers are still standing; access is restricted on some of the restored sections,
though elsewhere there’s the chance to scramble along the crumbling edifice.
There are still plenty of run-down slums in this area meaning it’s best avoided at
night (especially Topkapz).

There are three obvious sites (which can also be visited independently). The
Yedikule fortifications, towards the southern terminus of the walls, are best
reached by walking up from the suburban train station at Yedikule. The Kariye
Museum, a former Byzantine church containing some of the best-preserved
mosaics and frescoes in the world, just in from Edirnekapi and around 750m north
of the Golden Horn, is easily accessed from the Ulubath metro stop, the
Mihrimah Camii likewise. To reach the north end of the walls (for the Kariye
Museum) take the ferry from Emindnii to Ayvansaray Iskeles: on the Golden
Horn, just before the Hali¢ bridge. For Eyiip, take the #99 bus from Eminénii, or
the much less frequent ferry from Eminénii to the Eyiip ferry landing.

Yedikule (Seven Towers) around 5km from the west of Sultanahmet is an
attractive quarter, full of churches since it is a centre of Rum Orthodoxy, the last
remaining descendants of the Byzantine Greeks. The most impressive single site
here is the Yedikule Museum (Yedikule Miizesi; daily except Mon 9am—6pm;
5TL), a massive fortification astride the line of the walls, situated to the southwest
of Imrahor Camii on Yedikule Meydan1 Sokak, Yedikule Caddesi.
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The so-called Golden Gate, constructed by Theodosius I in 390, is made from
stone and was used by important visitors of state and of conquering emperors to
enter the city. The other five towers of the Yedikule fortifications were added by
Mehmet the Conqueror, and with their twelve-metre-high curtain walls they
form the enclave that can be seen today. Despite its design this was never actually
used as a castle, but two of the towers served as prisons and others were used as
treasuries and offices for the collection of revenue of the Vakif or pious
foundation.

The two prison towers are those immediately to the left of the entrance: the
“tower with inscriptions” and the tower on the north side of the Golden Gate. The
inscriptions around the outside of the first of these were carved into the walls by
prisoners. Many of these were foreign ambassadors on some hapless errand. The
prison in the second tower doubled as an execution chamber: the wooden gallows
and “well of blood”, into which heads would roll, are still to be seen, and the odd
instrument of torture can be found lying about outside in the courtyard.

North along the walls, the first of the public gateways is the Yedikule Kapi, with
its Byzantine eagle cut in the blackened marble overhead. The land in and around
the first section between Yedikule and Belgrat Kapi is in use as market gardens.
Belgrat Kap1 was a military gate, different from a public gateway in that there was
no bridge crossing the moat beyond the outer walls. It was named for the captives
who were settled in this area by Siileyman the Magnificent after his capture of
Belgrade in 1521. The walls here, which are floodlit at night, have been substan-
tially renovated and it’s now one of the best places to walk along the parapet.
North from Belgrat Kapi to Silivri Kap1 the walls are largely untouched, though
the sections around Silivri Kap1 itself have been extensively renovated. There is
more restoration work at the Mevlanakap1, and also some interesting inscriptions
on the outer wall.

A road system dominates the outer side of the 1km Mevlanakapi—Topkap1 section
of wall and a pleasant pavement has been constructed along the moat. Just south
of Topkap: the walls have been destroyed to make way for the enormous
thoroughfare of Turgut Ozal Caddesi, complete with its central tram track.
Beyond it is the Topkapi (the “Gate of the Cannonball”), named after the most
powerful cannon of Mehmet the Conqueror (see below), some of whose enormous
stone cannonballs have been placed around the inside of the gate.

Between Topkapt and Edirnekap: there is a pronounced valley, formerly the
route of the Lycus River, now taken by Vatan Caddesi. At this point the walls are
at their least defensible, since the higher ground outside gives the advantage to
attackers. The famed Orban cannon of Mehmet the Conqueror was trained on
this part of the walls during the siege of 1453, hence their ruinous state. It was
here, too, that Constantine XI rode into the midst of the Turkish army after he
realized that all hope of holding out was gone.

The gate of Edirnekapi takes its name from the route to modern Edirne. The
sixteenth-century Mihrimah Camii is a little to the left of the ofogar you see today
as you face the walls. Mihrimah, the favourite daughter of Siileyman the
Magnificent, had a passion for architecture as great as that of her husband Riistem
Pasa, and the couple commissioned many of Sinan’s early works. Situated on the
highest of Istanbul’s seven hills, it’s further raised on a platform and can be seen
from all over the city.



The Kariye Museum (Kariye Miizesi; daily except Wed 9am—6pm; 15TL),
formerly the church of St Saviour in Chora, is decorated with a superbly preserved
series of frescoes and mosaics portraying the life and miracles of Christ. It’s
arguably the most evocative of all the city’s Byzantine treasures, thought to have
been built in the early twelfth century on the site of a much older church far from
the centre: hence “in Chora”, meaning “in the country”. Between 1316 and 1321
the statesman and scholar Theodore Metochites rebuilt the central dome and
added the narthexes and mortuary chapel.

Inside the church, the most prominent of the mosaics is that of Christ
Pantocrator, bearing the inscription “Jesus Christ, the Land of the Living”.
Opposite is a depiction of the Virgin and angels, with the inscription “Mother of
God, the Dwelling Place of the Uncontainable”. The third in the series is located
in the inner narthex and depicts Metochites offering a model of the building to a
seated Christ. Sts Peter and Paul are portrayed on either side of the door leading
to the nave, and to the right of the door are Christ with his Mother and two
benefactors, Isaac (who built the original church) and the figure of a nun.

In the two domes of the inner narthex are medallions of Christ Pantocrator and
the Virgin and Child, and in the fluting of the domes, a series of notable figures —
starting with Adam — from the Genealogy of Christ. The Cycle of the Blessed
Virgin is located in the first three bays of the inner narthex. Episodes depicted here
include the first seven steps of the Virgin; the Virgin caressed by her parents, with
two beautiful peacocks in the background; the Virgin presented as an attendant at
the temple, the Virgin receiving a skein of purple wool, as proof of her royal blood;
Joseph taking the Virgin to his house, in which is also depicted one of Joseph’s sons
by his first wife; and Joseph returning from a trip to find his wife pregnant.

The next cycle, found in the arched apertures of the outer narthex, depicts the
Infancy of Christ. The mosaics can be followed clockwise, starting with Joseph
dreaming, the Virgin and two companions, and the journey to Bethlehem. Apart
from well-known scenes such as the Journey of the Magi and the Nativity, there
are depictions in the seventh bay of the Flight into Egypt. In the sixth bay is the
Slaughter of the Innocents, complete with babies impaled on spikes.

The Cycle of Christ’s Ministry fills the vaults of the outer narthex and parts of
the south bay of the inner narthex. It includes wonderful scenes of the Temptation
of Christ, with dramatic dialogue (Matthew 4: 3—10) that could almost be in
speech bubbles, beginning “Devil: If thou be the Son of God, command that these
stones be made bread. Christ: It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but
by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”

In the nave, the main frescoes echo the mosaics, featuring the death of the Virgin,
over the door and, to the right of this, another depiction of Christ. The best
known of all the works in the church, however, are the frescoes in the funerary
chapel to the south of the nave.

The most spectacular of the frescoes is the Resurrection, also known as the
Harrowing of Hell. This depicts Christ trampling the gates of Hell underfoot and
forcibly dragging Adam and Eve from their tombs. A black Satan lies among the
broken fetters at his feet, bound at the ankles, wrists and neck. To the left of the
painting, animated onlookers include John the Baptist, David and Solomon, while
to the right Abel is standing in his mother’s tomb; behind him is another group of
the righteous.
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Other frescoes in the chapel, in the vault of the east bay, depict the Second
Coming, and in the east half of the domical vault Christ sits in judgement.

Eyiip is one of the holiest places in Islam, its mosque being the site of the tomb of
Eyiip Ensari (674—678), the Prophet Mohammed’s standard-bearer who was killed
in the first Arab siege of Constantinople. Muslims come here from all over the
Islamic world on pilgrimage. Try not to visit on Fridays, out of respect for
conservative Worshippers.

Originally built by Mehmet the Conqueror in honour of Eyiip Ensari, the
mosque was destroyed by an earthquake in the eighteenth century. Its Baroque
replacement, filled with light, gold, pale stone and white marble, was completed
in 1800 and later used in the investiture ceremonies of the Ottoman sultans. The
tomb of Eyiip Ensari (Tues—Sun 9.30am—4.30pm), with its tile panels from many
different periods, is more compelling than the mosque.

There are a number of other important tombs in the Eyiip district. The tombs
of Sokollu Mehmet Pasa and Siyavus Pasa (Tues—Sun 9.30am—4.30pm), stand
opposite each other on either side of Camii Kebir Caddesi, five minutes’ walk from
Eyiip Camii towards the Golden Horn. Both are works of Sinan, the former is
notable for its stained glass, some of which is original.

The hills above the mosque are covered in plain modern stones interspersed with
beautiful Ottoman tombs. This is the Eyiip cemetery, most beautiful at sunset
with an arresting view of the Golden Horn. It’s a twenty-minute walk from Eytip
Camii to reach the romantic Pierre Loti Café (daily 8am—midnight) overlooking the
Horn, or take the new cable car (1.5TL) from the shores of the Golden Horn.

The mosque is most easily reached by boat up the Golden Horn from Eminénii
—it’s the last ferry stop before the Horn peters out into two small streams, and the
mosque and tomb are about a ten-minute walk from the ferry terminal on Camii
Kebir Caddesi. Or catch the #39/A or #99 bus from Emindnii.

The district of Beyoglu, across the Golden Horn from Eminéni, is the beating
heart of modern Istanbul, particularly along Istiklil Caddesi. The locals head here
in droves to shop, wine and dine, take in a film, club, gig or gallery — or simply
promenade. So, too, do an ever-increasing number of visitors, many of whom base
themselves here to take advantage of the nightlife. At the northern end of Istiklal
Caddesi is massive Taksim Square, regarded as a symbol of the secular Turkish
Republic and home to numerous hotels and convenient bus and metro terminals.
Crossing the Galata bridge from the Old City, the first place you come to is the
gritty port area of Karakoy, now swamped with cruise liners. Further inland is
Galata proper, once a Genoese city state within Istanbul and now an up and
coming district full of bars and restaurants.

The Galata Kopriisii (Galata bridge) lacks grace, but its stunning location and
supreme importance in linking the old and new Istanbuls together more than make
up for its lack of architectural merit. There’s a walkway either side of the bridge
close to water level, backed by a myriad of lively cafés, bars and restaurants. The
tram rumbles across the upper level, and the bridge’s guardrails are invisible behind



a solid wall of expectant anglers. To discover more about this landmark bridge and
the myriad of people whose lives revolve around it, read Geert Mak’s thoroughly
entertaining “The Bridge” (see p.733).

At the northern end of the bridge is the rough-and-ready port area of Karakdy,
from where you can either walk up to Galata/Beyoglu on the steep Yiiksek
Kaldirim Caddesi, past the Galata Tower, or take the Tiinel underground train/
funicular (daily 9am—9pm; 1.2TL). Karakdy’s port and Ottoman shipyard was once
enclosed within the walls of the Castle of Galata. In 1446 the Byzantines stretched
a great chain across the mouth of the Horn to prevent enemy ships from entering.
Originally constructed around 580, the subterranean keep of the castle is thought
to be preserved as the Yeralt1 Cami, or “Underground Mosque”, on Kemankes
Caddesi. At the far end of the port area is another mosque, the Kili¢ Ali Pasa
Camii, constructed in 1580 by Sinan, and essentially a smaller copy of Aya Sofya.

The Ziilfaris Synagogue on Meydani Percemli Sokak, to the west of the bridge,
is home to the Jewish Museum (Mon & Thurs 10am—4pm, Fri & Sun 10am—2pm;
5TL). Its small but fascinating display includes documents and photographs
donated by local Jewish families, chronicling Turkish Jews since they first came to
the country over seven hundred years ago.

In 1261 the area of Galata, north of Karady was granted to the Genoese by
Byzantine emperor Michael Paleologus. This was a reward for their supporting his
attempts to drive out the Crusaders. Built by the Genoese in 1349, the Galata
Tower (Galata Kulesi; daily 9am—8pm; 10TL) sits on the site of a former tower
constructed by Justinian in 528. Originally known as the Tower of Christ, it stood
at the apex of the several sets of fortifications that surrounded the Genoese city-
state. It has had a number of functions over the centuries, including a jail, a fire
tower and even a springboard for early adventurers attempting to fly. Nowadays,
there’s a restaurant on the top floor. At 61m high, the tower’s viewing gallery —
reached by elevator — offers magnificent panoramas of the city and views across the
Sea of Marmara and Golden Horn.

A short walk south of the tower, at Galata Kiilesi Sok 61, is the British prison.
Under the capitulations granted by the Ottomans, Western powers had the right to
try their citizens under their own law, so consulates possessed their own court-
houses and prisons. The court originated in the 1600s, but the current building
dates from 1904 and today houses the Galata House restaurant-café. Around 300m
further south on Yanik Kapi (or “Burned Gate”) Sokak, is the only remaining
Genoese city gate. Somewhat the worse for wear, it still boasts a marble slab
bearing the Cross of St George. With its tall square tower and pyramidal roof the
Arap Camii was, under the Genoese, the largest church in Galata. It was converted
into a mosque to serve the needs of the Moorish community that settled here in the
early sixteenth century following their expulsion from Spain.

The district of Pera (Greek for “beyond” or “across”), now known as Beyoglu,
lies to the north and uphill from Galata. By the mid-nineteenth century Pera was
the area of choice for the main European powers to build their ambassadorial
palaces, and it is this imported architecture that still dominates today. The
completion of the Orient Express Railway in 1889 encouraged an influx of
tourists, catered for in luxurious hotels like the splendid Pera Palas.

The nightlife of the quarter was notoriously riotous even in the seventeenth
century, and by the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the area had become
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fashionable for its operettas, music halls, inns, cinemas and restaurants. It was only
after the gradual exodus of the Greek population from Istanbul following the
establishment of the Turkish Republic in 1923 that Galata and Pera began to lose
their cosmopolitan flavour. Beyoglu and Galata have been transformed in recent
years, and Beyoglu’s main boulevard, Istiklal Caddesi, is pedestrianized and
boasts a cute antique tramway (see “City transport”, p.84). Today, the thorough-
fare bustles with life virtually twenty-four hours a day, and the side streets off it
are host to scores of lively bars, clubs and restaurants, many of which stay open
until six in the morning.

The exit from the upper Tiinel station in Beyoglu is fronted by a small square
from which Istiklal Caddesi (known as the “Grand Rue de Pera” prior to
Independence) heads 1.5km north towards Taksim Square. Nearby, on Galipdede
Caddesi, is the Galata Mevlevihanesi (daily except Tues 9.30am—5pm; 5TL),
closed for restoration at the time of writing. A former monastery and ceremonial
hall of the whirling dervishes, the building now serves as a museum to the Mevlevi
sect, which was banned by Atatiirk along with other Sufi organizations because of
its political affiliations. Exhibitions include musical instruments and dervish
costumes and the building itself has been beautifully restored to late eighteenth-
century splendour.

Along Istiklal Caddesi is the sadly empty and neglected Botter House, a fine Art
Nouveau apartment building with a carved stone facade and wrought-iron
balcony designed by the Italian architect Raimondo D’Aronco. Further up on the
right is the Palais de Hollande at Istiklal Cad 393. Built in 1858 on the site of
the home of Cornelis Haga, the first Dutch diplomat in Constantinople during the
fifteenth century, it now houses the Consulate to the Netherlands.

Many other buildings lining Istiklal Caddesi are also typically European, like the
Mudo shop at no. 401, with a beautifully preserved Art Nouveau interior. The oldest
church in the area is St Mary Draperis at no. 429, which dates from 1789, although
the Franciscans built their first church on the site in the early fifteenth century. Better
known is the Franciscan church of St Antoine at no. 325, a fine example of
red-brick neo-Gothic architecture. Originally founded in 1725 it was demolished to
make way for a tramway at the beginning of the century and rebuilt in 1913.

Just off Istiklal Caddesi, on Nuru Ziya Sokak, is the imposing French Palace,
with its large central courtyard and formally laid-out gardens, the residence of
ambassadors and consuls from 1831 until the present day. Below the Palace, on
Tom Tom Kaptan Sokak, stands the Italian Consulate, originally the Palazzo di
Venezia, built in the seventeenth century, and host to Casanova in 1744. Turning
left off Tstiklal Caddesi, Hamalbagi Sok, leads in 100m to the British Consulate,
an impressive Renaissance-style structure, designed by Charles Barry, architect of
the British Houses of Parliament.

A couple of hundred metres south of the British Consulate, on Megriitiyet
Caddesi, is the wonderful Pera Museum (Pera Miizesi: Tues—Sat 10am—7pm & Sun
noon—7pm; 7TL). This artfully restored nineteenth-century building (formerly the
prestigious Bristol Hotel) is home to an impressive collection of European Orien-
talist works, painted between the seventeenth and nineteenth centuries, as well as
ceramics from Kiithaya and an interesting collection of historic weights and
measures. This is also the most convenient place in the city to see temporary
exhibitions hosting works by well-known artists such as Chagall and Miré.

The famous Cigek Pasaj (Flower Passage) had its heyday in the 1930s when the
music and entertainment was supplied courtesy of anti-Bolshevik Russian
émigrés. These days it’s home to a collection of attractive but rather overpriced and



touristy restaurants. Far better is Nevizade Sokak, a street dedicated to fish
restaurants (all with outside tables), and incredibly lively bars and clubs and,
further south near the Tiinel entrance, the similar but trendier streets around
Asmalimescit Sokak.

Taksim in Turkish means “distribution” and the low stone reservoir on the south
side is the building from which Taksim Square takes its name. The reservoir was
constructed in 1732 to distribute water brought from the Belgrade Forest by
aqueduct. Steps on the north side of the square above the main bus terminal lead up
to the pleasant Taksim Parki, with its bench-lined paths and open-air tea gardens.

The Atatiirk Cultural Centre (Atatiirk Kiiltiir Merkezi or AKM; see p.140) is
to the east of the square and is one of the leading venues for Istanbul’s various
international festivals. It is also home to the State Opera and Ballet, the Symphony
Orchestra and the State Theatre Company, but was closed for restoration at the
time of writing.

A further 1.5km north along Cumhuriyet Caddesi is the Military Museum
(Askeri Miizesi; Wed—Sun 9am—5pm; 3TL), housed in the military academy where
Atatiirk received some of his training. Inside, there is a comprehensive collection
of memorabilia proudly displayed and labelled in English. The most striking
exhibits are the cotton- and silk-embroidered tents used by campaigning sultans
and a rich collection of Ottoman armour and weaponry. In summer a marching
band plays outside between 3 and 4pm. To get there, walk or catch a bus north
along Cumhuriyet Caddesi to the Istanbul Radyoevi (radio building).

Heading northeast along the Bosphorus waterfront from the Galata bridge are
three areas of interest to visitors. First up is Tophane, around a kilometre from the
Galata bridge but easily reached by the tram, notable mainly for the presence of
the city’s leading gallery, Istanbul Modern. Beyond it is Besiktas, where the
grandiose Dolmabahge Palace presides over the Bosphorus. Still further along is
Ortakdy, a trendy suburb which retains some of its former fishing-village charm
beneath the towering Bosphorus suspension bridge.

Tophane is a mixed area of run-down dockland dotted with venerable
Ottoman buildings, most notable of which are the Kili¢ Paga Camii dating
from 1780, and the more recent Nusretiye Camii (1822). The district is also
home to the city’s contemporary art collection, Istanbul Modern (Tues—Sun
10am—6pm; 7TL, free on Thurs 10am—2pm), in a revamped warehouse on the
edge of the Bosphorus, just in front of the Nusretiye Camii. The museum’s
interior is all big, blank white walls and an exposed ventilation system, with
picture windows giving views across the Bosphorus to the Topkap1 Palace. The
collection includes the best of modern Turkish art, as well as some intriguing
video installations from foreign artists. There’s a reference library, a cinema
showing arts and independent movies, and a trendy café with a terrace right on
the edge of the Bosphorus.

To reach the museum from Sultanahmet, take the tramway to the stop just west
of Nusretiye Camii, from where it’s a three-minute walk.
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4 Inside istanbul Modern

Besiktas

Most visitors to the district of Begiktas are here to see the Dolmabahge Palace,
successor to Topkapi as the residence of the Ottoman sultans. However, it’s worth
aiming to spend a few more hours in the neighbourhood if you can, to visit the
city’s excellent Maritime Museum, as well as Yildiz Parki and palace. It’s also home
to one of Istanbul’s three major football teams (see box opposite).

Concrete shopping centres and a sprawling fruit and vegetable market cluster
around the main shore road and ferry terminal, in front of which stands the bus
station. To get here take bus #25/T or #40 from Taksim or #28 or #28/T from
Eminonii.

Dolmabahce Palace

The Dolmabahge Palace (daily except Mon & Thurs 9am—4pm; Seldmlik 15TL,
Harem 10TL) is the largest and most sumptuous of all the palaces on the
Bosphorus, with an impressive 600m waterside frontage. Built in the nineteenth
century by various members of the Balian family, it’s an excessive display of osten-
tatious wealth. Indeed, critics see the palace’s wholesale adoption of Western
architectural forms as a last-ditch effort to muster some respect for a crumbling
and defeated empire.

Sultan Abdul mecid ordered the construction of a new palace to replace Topkap1
as the imperial residence of the Ottoman sultans. It was built by Armenian
architect Karabet Balian and his son Nikogos between 1843 and 1856 in as ostenta-
tious manner as possible, with copious use of gold. The palace is divided into
selamlik and harem by the 36-metre-high throne room (double the height of the
rest of the rooms), held up by 56 elaborate columns. The ceremonies conducted
here were accompanied by an orchestra playing European marches and watched by
women of the harem through the kafes, grilles behind which women were kept



istanbul’s three leading football teams Besiktas, Fenerbahce and Galatasaray
receive fanatical support — match times remain one of the few occasions when the
city streets fall silent — and dominate the Turkish league. There are sporadic
outbreaks of football violence here, but the chances of a foreigner getting caught
up in it are slim. There are two Turkish daily newspapers, Fotomac and Fanatik,
devoted almost entirely to the three istanbul heavyweights, and matches (Aug-
May) are staggered over each weekend in season so television coverage of the
three doesn’t clash.

Besiktas (©0212/236 7202, ® www.bjk.com.tr) play at the most convenient and
attractive ground of the three, Indnii Stadium on Kadirgalar Cad, between Taksim
and Besiktas, opposite the Dolmabahce Palace; walk down the hill, or take bus
#23/B from Taksim Square or #30 from Sultanahmet or Eminéni. The wealthiest
club, Fenerbahge (®0216/449 5667, @www.fenerbahce.org), play at the 52,000
capacity Sukrii Saracoglu Stadyium on Bagdat Cad in Kiziltoprak on the Asian
side of the Bosphorus; take a ferry to Kadikdy, then a dolmus marked “Cadde
Bostan”. Galatasaray (®0212/251 5707, @ www.galatasaray.org.com) play at the
Ali Sami Yen Stadyumu in Mecidiyekdy; catch any bus marked “Mecidiyekdy”
from near the McDonalds in Taksim Square. Tickets are sold at the stadiums two
days before a match. For regular fixtures tickets start from 30TL for Besiktas
and Galatsaray, from 45TL for Fenerbahge. Tickets are also available online from
Biletix (Wwww.biletix.com) and Biletix outlets. For information in English see
@www.budgetairlinefootball.co.uk.

hidden even in the days of reform. The four-tonne chandelier in the throne room,
one of the largest ever made, with 750 bulbs, was a present from Queen Victoria.
Atatiirk, the founder of the Turkish Republic, died here in his private apartment
in 1938.

In the east wing of the palace, the former apartments of the heir to the throne
house the Museum of Fine Arts (Resim ve Heykel Miizesi; Wed—Sun 10am—4pm;
free), usually entered from the Kaymakamlik building, which used to house the
palace staff, around 300m further along the main road from the Dolmabahge
entrance.

Back towards the ferry landing in Besiktas is the interesting Maritime Museum
(Deniz Miizesi; daily except Wed & Thurs 9am—12.30pm & 1.30-5pm; 3TL). The
collection is divided between two buildings, the one facing the water housing
seagoing craft, the other the maritime history of the Ottoman Empire and the
Turkish Republic. Most of the labels are in Turkish but the best of the exhibits —
such as the enormous wooden figureheads depicting tigers and swans, and the
display of items from Atatiirk’s yacht, the Savarona — need little explanation. Next
door, the exhibition continues with a collection of caiques, which were used to
row the sultans to and from their homes along the Bosphorus. The oarsmen — the
Bostanci — reputedly barked like dogs whilst they rowed so as not to overhear the
sultans talking.

A ten-minute walk east along busy Ciragan Caddesi, the grand Ciragan Palace,
with 300m of marble facade facing the shore, was built when Sultan Abdulmecid
decided to move his official residence from Dolmabahge in 1855. It was completed
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in 1874, during the reign of Abdiilaziz, and it was here that Abdiilaziz was either
murdered or committed suicide — the cause of death was never established. Murat
V was later imprisoned here after being deposed by his brother. Following a period
of abandonment, Ciragan housed the Turkish parliament for two years in 1908,
before a fire reduced it to a blackened shell in 1910. It was restored in 1991 to its
present magnificence as Istanbul’s foremost luxury hotel, the Ciragan Palace &
Kempinski Hotel. The Gazebo restaurant provides a magnificent setting for a tradi-
tional afternoon tea, while Tugra is the place for a grand Ottoman night out.

Opposite the Ciragan Saray1 on Ciragan Caddesi is the public entrance to Yildiz
Parki (daily dawn—dusk; free), a vast wooded area dotted with mansions,
pavilions, lakes and gardens, which was the centre of the Ottoman Empire for
thirty years during the reign of Abdiilhamid II. Its superb hillside location makes
Yildiz Parki one of the most popular places in Istanbul for city-dwellers thirsting
for fresh air and open spaces: on public holidays the park is always crowded. Of
the many buildings in the park, only the Yildiz Palace Museum and the Sale
Koskii are open to the public, though it’s easy enough to wander around the
outside of the other pavilions, each with marvellous terraces and panoramic views
of the Bosphorus.

The most important surviving building in the park is the Sale Koskii (daily
except Mon & Thurs 9.30am—5pm; Oct—Feb closes 4pm; guided tours obligatory,
4TL, camera 6TL). The first of the pavilion’s three separate sections was modelled
on a Swiss chalet, while the second and third sections were built to receive Kaiser
Wilhelm II on his first and second state visits, in 1889 and 1898. The most impres-
sive room, the Ceremonial Hall, takes up the greater part of the third section, with
a Hereke carpet so big (approximately 400 square metres) that part of a wall was
knocked down to install it.

In the same complex, the Yildiz Palace Museum (Yildiz Saray1 Miizesi; daily
except Mon 9.30pm—6pm; 5TL) is housed in Abdiilhamid’s converted carpentry
workshop, and exhibits items and furniture from throughout the palace. Whilst
not in their original grand settings in the pavilions, there are some exquisite
porcelain pieces, giant vases and more of the joinery produced by the sultan

himself.

Ortakdy is 1km from Besiktas, past Yildiz Parki and the Ciragan Palace. This
former Bosphorus backwater was traditionally an area of tolerance — a mosque,
church and synagogue have existed side by side for centuries — though its erstwhile
character has been hijacked by flash nightclubs, trendy eateries, and the
overwhelming presence of the Bosphorus bridge just to the north. To get to
Ortakdy take a #40 bus from Taksim, the #30 from Eminénii or take the tram
from the Old City to Kabatas, then the #22/E to Ortakdy; or you can take a bus
or ferry to Besiktas and walk (about 15min).

When Ortakdy was just a tiny fishing village, university students and teachers
used to gather here to sip tea and discuss weighty topics. It’s a time remembered in
the name of the Sunday entel, or “intellectual”, market, a crowded affair held on
the waterfront square, which sells all kinds of arts and crafts. There are also daily
market stalls selling trendy silver jewellery and sunglasses on the waterfront, or
Ortakoy boardwalk as it’s rather pretentiously known. This is also the location
of the attractive, Baroque Biiyiitk Mecidiye Camii, built in 1855, and some of the
liveliest teahouses on the Bosphorus.



Heading northwest from Beyoglu, along the newly spruced-up north shore of the
once heavily polluted Golden Horn, are three sights well worth a look, especially if
you're fed-up with historic buildings and/or have kids in tow: the Rahmi M. Kog
Industrial Museum, Turkey’s landmark buildings done to scale at Miniatiirk and
the trendy exhibition centre of Santralistanbul, in a refurbished old power station.

Formerly home to a substantial Jewish community Haskdy, a couple of kilome-
tres up the Golden Horn from Karakdy, was also the location of an Ottoman naval
shipyard and royal park. Today it’s noted for the excellent Rahmi M. Kog
Industrial Museum at Haskdy Cad 27 (Tues—Fri 10am—5pm, Sat & Sun
10am—7pm; 10TL, kids 5TL; @ www.rmk-museum.org.tr), an old factory
restored by by Rahmi M. Kog, one of Turkey’s most famous — and wealthiest —
industrialists, to house his private collection of models, machines, vehicles and
toys. Upstairs, the starboard main engine of the Kalender steam ferry, made in
Newcastle-upon-Tyne in 1911 is the main exhibit. Downstairs are a number of
old bikes, from penny-farthings to an early Royal Enfield motorbike — and much
else besides. The in-house Café du Levant (closed Mon) in the museum grounds is a
good French bistro. Another section of the museum, fronting the Golden Horn,
has a moored submarine (entrance an extra 4.5TL) and a number of great vintage
vehicles, plus another pricey restaurant, the Halat.

Catch bus #47/A from Eminénii, or the #54/H from Taksim. Alternatively,
take the Eylip-bound ferry from Eminénii and get off at Kasimpasa ferry terminal,
a short walk away from the museum.

Upstream of Haskdy in dull Siitliice, on the north side of the monumental Halig
Bridge, is one of those attractions you'll either love or hate: Miniatiirk (May—Oct
Mon—Fri 9am—7pm, Sat & Sun 9am—9pm; Nov—April daily 9am—9pm; 10TL,
under-9s free; @ www.miniaturk.com). On display here are over a hundred 1:25
scale models of some of Turkey’s most impressive sights, spaced out along a
1.8-kilometre-signed route. Forty-five of them are of attractions in Istanbul —
from the relatively obscure (how about Sirkeci Post Office) through to the most
famous (the Blue Mosque et al) — another 45 cover sights in Anatolia, including the
Library of Celsus at Ephesus and Atatiirk’s mausoleum, the Anitkabir, in Ankara,
and there are also fifteen from former Ottoman dominions. Not all the well-
detailed models are buildings — if you've ever wanted to see Cappadocia’s fairy
chimneys or the travertine cascades of Pamukkale in miniature, then this is the
place to see them. To reach Miniatiirk, take bus #47/A from Emindnii or the
#54/H from Taksim.

Set in the attractively landscaped campus of Bilgi University, built on reclaimed
industrial land at the head of the Golden Horn, Santralistanbul is a striking
symbol of the new Istanbul. The major point of interest is the Museum of Energy
(Tues—Sun 10am—8pm; free; @ www.santalistanbul.org), housed, appropriately
enough, in an old power station. Between 1914 and its closure in 1983, this plant,
the Silahtaraga, was the only electricity generating station in Istanbul. The interior
is now a successful mix of the carefully preserved innards of the power plant and
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hi-tech wizardry. To the left of the entrance is an impressive exhibition space,
which has hosted events ranging from retrospectives of contemporary Turkish art
to the headscarf issue. The campus also has a trendy bar, Otto Santral, and hosts the
annual “One Love” alt-music festival (see p.138).

A free shuttle-bus runs from outside the AKM building on Taksim Square until
8pm; after that, you’'ll have to take the #47/A or #54/H bus and taxi-it back to
the centre.

The best single reason to head across to the Asian shore of the city is to experience
the ferry ride. The views from the Bosphorus are superb, with domes and minarets
dominating the skyline of the Old City, skyscrapers the business districts beyond
Beyoglu — and where else in the world can you cruise from one continent to
another for less than a euro? The three Asian neighbourhoods, Uskiidar,
Haydarpasa and Kadikdy all have some interesting sites, including some exquiste
Ottoman mosques and a British war cemetery — not to mention a handful of eating
places of some repute.

Uskiidar has some fine Islamic architecture, with the most obvious mosque being
Iskele or Mihrimah Camii, opposite the ferry landing on Iskele Meydani. This
sits on a high platform, fronted by an immense covered porch. Designed by
Mimar Sinan and built in 154748, this is the only Ottoman mosque with three
semi-domes (rather than two or four), a result of the requirements of a difficult
site against the hillside behind. Directly across the square is the Yeni Valide
Camii. Built between 1708 and 1710 by Ahmet III in honour of his mother, it is
most easily identified by the Valide Sultan’s green, birdcage-like tomb, whose
meshed roof was designed to keep birds out while allowing rain in to water the
garden tomb below.

One of the most attractive mosques in Uskiidar is the Ginili Cami, or Tiled
Mosque, which dates from 1640. To get there on foot, take Hakimiyet-i Milliye
Caddesi out of the centre and turn left into Cavusdere Caddesi; after passing
Cavugdere fruit and veg market, continue to climb the same street and you'll see
the mosque on your right. The tiles are mainly blues and turquoise, but there’s a
rare shade of green to be found in the mihrab. Below the mosque, in the same
street, is the beautifully restored Cinili Hamami (men 8am—10pm, women
8am—8pm; 30TL), which retains its original central marble stones for massage and
acres of marble revetments.

The Atik Valide Kiilliyesi is just a short walk from Cinili Cami: go back down
Cavugdere Caddesi and turn left into Cinili Hamam Sokak and you’ll find the mosque
on the right. Dating from 1583, the complex is a work of the master architect Mimar
Sinan, built for Nur Banu, wife of Selim II and mother of Murat III. The mosque
courtyard is very beautiful, and inside fine Iznik tiles cover the mikrab.

To the south of Uskiidar on an island in the Bosphorus, is the small white Kiz
Kulesi (Maiden’s Tower), also known as Leander’s Tower. Many myths are associ-
ated with it: in one a princess, who was prophesied to die from a snake bite, came
here to escape her fate, only to succumb to it when a serpent was delivered to her
retreat in a basket of fruit. The tower also featured in the 1999 James Bond film,
The World Is Not Enough. It's now a museum (daily except Mon noon—7pm; free),
doubling as an expensive restaurant in the evening. It can be reached from Salacak



(on the main coast road between Uskiidar and Harem) by boat (7.15am—1.30am;
every 20min) or from Kabatas, departing 7pm, returning at 11.15pm.

Uskudar’s main square is set to become the exit point of the Marmaray rail
tunnel linking the European and Asian sides of the city but until its completion
(scheduled for 2011) you'll need to take a ferry from Emindnii. Buses run from
Uskiidar up the Bosphorus, as far as Anadolu Kavagi, leaving from in front of
Tskele Camii on Paga Liman Caddesi.

South of Uskiidar and across the bay from Kadikdy is Haydarpasa, whose serried
ranks of enormous nineteenth- and early twentieth- century buildings make quite
an impact as you approach by ferry. The main-line Haydarpasa train station,
jutting out into the Bosphorus, was completed in 1908 by a German architect as
part of Germany’s grandiose plans for a Berlin to Baghdad railway, the palace-like
building was presented to Sultan Abdiil Hamit II by Kaiser Wilhelm II. The
stained glass is particularly impressive, and it’s well worth a look even if you are
not heading into Asian Turkey by rail. You can reach it directly by ferry from
Eminénii or Karakdy, or it’s a ten-minute walk from Kadikdy ferry terminal.

Directly north of the station, between the sea and Tibbiye Caddesi, is the
Marmara University and the British War Cemetery (daily 7am—7pm), a beauti-
fully kept spot sheltering the dead of the Crimean War and the two world wars.
To find it, turn off Tibbiye Caddesi into Burhan Felek Caddesi, between the
university building and the military hospital. A few minutes” walk northeast of the
university, along Kavak Iskele Caddesi, is the imposing Selimiye Barracks. Its
northwest wing was used as a hospital by the British during the Crimean War
(1854-56). Florence Nightingale lived and worked in the northern tower, now
a museum (Mon—Fri 9am—5pm; appointment only). Her famous lamp is on show
and you can see the rooms where she lived and worked. To visit you must fax a
photocopy of the ID page of your passport, desired visiting time and date and
telephone number to the museum’s military guardians ®0216/553 1009 or 310
7929 at least 24 hours in advance.

Ferries to Haydarapasa depart regularly from Eminénii and Karakdy; all
continue the short way to terminate at Kadikdy (see below).

The suburb of Kadikdy was, in the nineteenth century, a popular residential area for
wealthy Greeks, Armenians and foreign businesspeople. Now it is a lively place, with
good shops, restaurants, bars and cinemas and well worth a quick explore. There’s
little in the way of sights as such, but look out for the evidence of its cosmopolitan
Christian past in the nineteenth-century churches of Aya Eufemia (Greek Orthodox),
Surp Takvor (Armenian Apostolic) and Surp Levon (Armenian Orthodox), all in the
maze of narrow streets southeast of the waterfront. Further behind the waterfront is
the home of Turkey’s wealthiest football club, Fenerbahge.

istanbul is home to Turkey’s best restaurants, including several that lavish time and
skill on old Ottoman cuisine, and, thanks to the lengthy coastline, fish is a firm
menu favourite. Snacks are ubiquitous, with kebab stands, pastry shops, fast-food
outlets and cafés across the city catering to locals, workers and tourists alike.
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Restaurants around tourist honey-pot Sultanahmet tend to be of poorer quality
and are more expensive than elsewhere in the city.

Workers” cafés and lokantas open as early as 6am and serve until 4pm; other cafés
generally open daily between 9am and 9pm. Restaurants open for lunch and
dinner, with last orders at 10 or 11pm, with more popular areas (such as Nevizade
Sokak) and live music venues staying open until the early hours. In the more
commercial districts, eateries follow the shops and close on a Sunday. Credit cards
are widely accepted in all but the smallest restaurants. We’ve included telephone
numbers for places where it’s wise to reserve a table.

Cafés and restaurants are located on the relevant maps: Sultanahmet (p.95);
Eminénii, the Grand Bazaar and around (including Kumkap1) on the Old City map
(pp-90-91); Land Walls and around on the Land Walls map (p.115) and Galata,
Beyoglu and Taksim on the map on pp.120-121.

Today’s Istanbul has a wide range of cafés, ranging from sophisticated continental
cafés serving trendy coffees and imported alcoholic drinks to simple lokantas
dishing up cheap-and-cheerful stews from bains-maris.

Budget options include lokanta-style buffets (where what you see is what you get),
and pide or kebap salonu for cheap and filling meat- and bread-based staples. Barrow-
boys all over the city offer simits and other bread-type snacks, fishermen in Karakoy
and Eminénii serve dubious fish sandwiches off their boats, while sizzling tangles
of sheep innards (kokoreg), stuffed mussels (midye dolmasi) and pilaf rice are sold from
booths and pushcarts in the more salubrious areas. Prices vary depending on the
establishment and location, but range from 0.50TL for a simit to 2TL or so for a
takeaway chicken durum (slivers of déner chicken and salad in a flat-bread wrap). A
café latte or similar, by contrast, will likely set you back at least 6TL.

Sultanahmet Mimarmehmet Aga Sok 32, off Akbeyik Cad. A

Divan Yolu Cad 62. For over
forty years, the Cigdem has been offering a good
selection of both Turkish and non-Turkish pastries
and sweets — plus fresh juices, coffee and tea.
The baklava and sutlag (rice pudding) are both
reliable.

Sifa Hamami Sok 13. A

backpacker’s favourite with a well-deserved
reputation for cheap and well-prepared kebabs,
pide and sulu yemek. Try the unusual fistikli firin
beyti (oven-cooked kebab with pistachios). Dining
is on four floors, including a roof terrace with great
views of the harbour and a night-time light show
over the Blue Mosque. No alcohol.

Divan You

Cad 6. This Sultanahmet institution first opened its
doors in 1957, and in the late 1960s became the
meeting place for hippies and other travellers
overlanding to India. Times have changed but The
Pudding Shop is still dishing up its signature rice
pudding along with a wide array of traditional
Turkish dishes. The food’s not outstanding, but it's
well located right on Divan Yolu, serves alcohol and
has a unique place in the history of baby-boom-
generation travel.

world away from most of the places on Akbeyik
Cad, this casual and relaxing place is run by the
laid-back bearded Sayfullah (also the chef). It
serves up a good mix of Western grub such as
pizza, salad bowls and sandwiches, and Turkish
fare, including kdfte, kebab and grilled fish. Mains
from 8-18TL. There’s a happy hour, outside of
which small beers go for 5TL — not the cheapest
hereabouts but worth the extra for the ambience.
Divan Yolu

4. Longest established of the three kdfte
specialists at this end of Divan Yolu, and well
frequented by Turkish celebrities (check out the
framed newspaper clippings and thank-you letters
on the tiled walls). A plate of tasty meatballs,
pickled peppers, fresh bread and a spicy tomato-
sauce dip will set you back a bargain 8TL.

North of Sultanahmet

Ankara Cad 233, Sirkeci. Excellent pastry
and cake shop opposite the train station, open by
7am and frequented by the quarter’s office
workers, who eat their breakfast standing at the
marble-topped counters. An affordable 6TL for
coffee and pastry. Closed Sun.



Grand Bazaar and around
Nazir Izzet Efendi Sok 11.
Tucked away on a dead-end street just
below the Siileymaniye Camii and frequented
mainly by local traders, young headscarved women
students (it's unlicensed) and their lecturers, the
Aga Kapisi has the picture window beyond
compare, giving a stunning panoramic view down
over the Galata bridge, the mouth of the Golden
Horn and the Bosphorus beyond. Try the gdzleme (a
kind of paratha stuffed with goat’s cheese) and a
glass of tea, traditional Turkish style, or splash out
on Ottoman-style sherbet drinks.
Cevahir Bedesteni
143-151, Kapali Garsl. This is the best café
in the Grand Bazaar, an oasis of peace and
tranquillity away from the main thoroughfares (look
out for the two giant alem — the crescent- and star-
topped finials that adorn mosque domes and
minarets — and an even bigger portrait of Atatiirk).
The food is quality, with delicacies such as
scrambled omelette menemen (8TL) or a full
Turkish breakfast. Lunch mains include Turkish
ravioli (manti) in garlic and yoghurt sauce (13TL),
and there’s a great selection of cakes.
Nuruosmaniye Cad 48,
Garsi Kapi. Behind Nuruosmaniye Camii, just
inside the main entrance of the Grand Bazaar, this
spit-and-sawdust place serves excellent lunchtime
food to the market traders. Go early (noon—1pm),
as it gets packed and food may run out. Mains are
between 6 and 12TL a portion depending on the
amount of meat in them — try the stuffed peppers
or delicious karni yarik (mince-topped aubergine).
Siddik Sami
Onar Cad 11. In the gorgeous Siileymaniye Camii
complex, with tables set out on the precinct
between the mosque and medrese behind, this
simple place serves up some of the tastiest
beans in town (and they’re not out of a can) for a
bargain 5TL.

Beyoglu
Tosbaga Sokak8/A, off Yenicarsi
Cad, Beyoglu. Great place tucked away just
off Galatasaray Meydani, with a raft of tables out in

the alley and a lovely dark-wood bistro-style
interior lined with black-and-white photography by
Ara Giller. A large, tulip-shaped glass of Turkish tea
is a reasonable 2.5TL, big bowls of salad 10-15TL.
Galata Kiilesi Meyfani 4. The emphasis
at this small bistro, in the spruced-up square at
the feet of the Galata Tower, is on Anatolian home-
cooking, with speciality dishes from places as far
apart as Trabzon and izmir and Kars and
Gazinatep. Veggie options from 6-10TL, meat-
based mains 8—18TL.
istiklal Cad, Bilyiikparmakkapi Sok.
Offers excellent pides (5TL and up). A second
branch on Kalyoncu Kullugu Cad, behind Nevizade
Sok in the fish market, has framed articles from
Turkish newspapers proclaiming it to be one of the
top ten pide outlets in Turkey.
istiklal Cad, Bekar Sok 7. Pleasant split-
level café attracting a trendy clientele. It's a
popular pre- and post-cinema hangout, with a good
selection of English-language magazines to browse
through, and decent pasta. Mains from 8—18TL.
istiklal Cad. Now a modish chain,
the original place opened in provincial Aksehir back
in 1928. It mixes the traditional (delicious kdfte)
with the contemporary (a serve-yourself salad bar).
Salad plates are 5TL (40 varieties), kofte 7TL.
istiklal Cad 102-104, Beyoglu &®0212/292
3434. Daily 8am—11pm. Established in 1935, the
emphasis is on classic Turkish desserts such as
firmn siitlag (baked rice-pudding), irmik helvasi
(semolina with nuts) and baklava-type sweets,
including wonderful fistik sarma (pistachios packed
in a syrup-drenched pastry roll) — cakes cost 5TL
and up — though it also serves soups and grills.

‘ aNNOYY ANV TNANVLSI

Asian istanbul

Muvakkithane Cad 19, Kadikoy. This
famous patisserie is a must for nostalgia freaks,
with its 1950s dark-wood and chrome frontage.
The trellis-shaded garden area is popular with
mums and their offspring, many of whom tuck into
traditional ice creams or plates of pastel-coloured
macaroons. Evidence of the Christian Armenian
origins of the café are the liqueur chocolates on
sale here.

Generally the Old City, including Sultanahmet, can’t compare with the city’s
Beyoglu entertainment hub for variety or quality, but there are a few exceptions.
Kumkapi, south of Laleli, off the coast road, Kennedy Caddesi, boasts over fifty
fish restaurants. It’s a popular spot on a balmy summer evening, with candlelit
tables spilling out on to the narrow, traffic-free streets. Restaurants in Beyoglu, 131
Galata and Taksim cater for theatre- and cinema-goers and young people filling up
before a night out, as well as for those who want to spend all evening over a meal
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4 Outdoor restaurants along Nevizade Sokak

and a bottle of raki. The most lively spot is undoubtedly Nevizade Sokak where
restaurants serve mezes, kebabs and fish, accompanied by the sound of serenading
street musicians. Otherwise you can try your luck in the cobbled streets around
the ferry terminal in Ortakoy, where there are numerous trendy options rubbmg
shoulders with older, more traditional places, or across the Bosphorus in Uskiidar
or Kadikoy.

Expect to pay more for extras, such as live music or to dine on a terrace
overlooking the Bosphorus, while fish is always pricier than meat. Main courses
start from 5TL at a cheap restaurant frequented by locals, though run up to 60TL
or more at a swish restaurant with all the trimmings. Set meals at 50-70TL
represent the best value, with a wide choice of mezes followed by a substantial

main course, Turkish desserts and, usually, half a bottle of wine or rak:.

Sultanahmet
F«k Baliker Sabahattin Seyit Hasan Koyu Sok
1, Cankurtan ®0212/458 1824 Fish restau-
rant by Cankurtan station, five minutes’ walk but a
world away from the tourist joints up the hill. It's
not cheap (it’s the in-place for moneyed locals) but
about as atmospheric as you can get, with vine-
shaded tables set out in a narrow alley in summer,
and a wood-floored dining room in an old wooden
house in winter. Starters begin at 5TL, mains
around 30TL and up, with every kind of locally
caught fish on the menu.
1 Dubb Incili Gavus Sok A funky spot with
one Indian and two Turkish chefs serving up
authentic Subcontinent dishes in a chic yet ethnic
setting. The rooms, spread over several floors, are
small, and there’s a roof terrace and tables on the
street. Delicious samosa and pakora go for 6-8TL,
vegetable curries 15TL. Owner Mehmet and his

Japanese wife have now opened Dubb Ethnic on
Mimar Aga Cad 25, just off Akbiyik Cad, with ethnic
cuisine from Turkey to Japan. It’s superb food,
immaculately presented, though not cheap (mains

© 20TL and up).

Kathisma Restaurant Yeni Akbiyik Cad 26. A bit
priceier than the average on this very touristy
street, but it's worth it for the well-prepared fish

. and meat dishes (or vegetarian options such as the

spinach with pistachios), extensive wine list,
excellent sweets and relaxed ambience of the
bare-brick dining room, terrace — or tables on the

street in summer.

Mosaik Restaurant Divan Yolu Cad, incili

Gavus Sok 1. A well-established restaurant
in a nicely restored, late nineteenth-century house,
all wooden floors, kilims and subdued lighting. The

: tables out on the quiet side street are great in the

warmer months, and there’s a cosy downstairs bar



(with small beers at 7TL). Serves a range of less
common Turkish dishes, including Armenian, Greek
and Kurdish specialities.

Grand Bazaar and around
Ahmediye Cad 44/A,

Aksaray. This spotless emporium may not
suit those in search of a romantic dinner, but it
does serve up some of the best and most unusual
dishes in istanbul. The hummus is served warm
and liberally sprinkled with pistachios, and the dip
muhammara (a spicy mix of breadcrumbs, walnuts,
tomato and hot pepper) is delicious; the whole
chicken roasted in salt (fuzda tavuk) needs to be
ordered a couple of hours ahead. To get here take
the tram to the Aksaray stop, from where it's a
500m walk along Vatan Cad.

Gani Gelebi Sok 3, Kapal Carsl. See map,
p.108. Appealing Grand Bazaar restaurant, with
Ottoman-style decor and white tablecloths on
dark-wood tables laid out beneath a barrel-vaulted
ceiling. Offers a good range of kebabs (the Iskender
is recommended) and hazir yemek (steam-tray
food) dishes. Brisk service, tasty food and reason-
able prices (kebabs around 10TL). No alcohol.

Ordekli Bakkal 7-9 ®0212/517 2334,
Third-generation Armenian-owned fish restaurant,
one of the oldest in town (since 1938) and hugely
popular. Offers a standard selection of seasonal
fish, mezes and salads, accompanied by a fasil
band in the evening. Not cheap, at about 50TL a
head, but a reliable night out.

Off Yaglikcilar Cad, Kapal Garsi. The
best-value eating establishment in the Grand
Bazaar, in a beautifully restored, exposed-brick,
barrel-vaulted han. The waiters are white-shirted,
black-tied and black-trousered but are friendly
rather than formal, and dish up delicious stuffed
vegetables (5TL) and a variety of kebabs, including
kagit kebabi, cubes of lamb and vegetables oven-
baked in greased-paper for 10TL. There are some
tables in the bustling alley outside.

North of Sultanahmet
Kalgin Sok 17 Tahmis

Cad, Eminonu. The uninspiring facade of
this five-floor joint fronting the square in Emindni
belies the quality of the food on offer inside. Tender,
charcoal-grilled kebabs of various kinds form the
mainstay of the menu, but it’s also a good place to
try lahmacun, a thin chapati-type bread smeared
with spicy mincemeat. The clientele is a mix of
local shopkeepers, businessmen and tourists — try
to get a seat at the terrace, which offers great
views over the Golden Horn. Mains from 10TL,
though lahmacun is only 3TL (two suffice most
people for a meal). No alcohol.

Tahmis Kalgin Sok, Gavugbagi
Han 23/6. If you want to sample kosher Sephardic
food, prepared mainly for istanbul’s Jewish
community and a growing number of Jewish
tourists, then this small restaurant, overlooking the
the square to the west of the Misir Garsisl, is the
place to come. Unusual dishes (mains 12—18TL)
include agristada (meatballs in béchamel sauce),
patlican reynada (aubergine and mince fritters) and
armide de domat (a purée of rice and tomatoes).
The (Muslim) owner is very friendly. Wine served.

The Land Wallls and
around
Kariye Hotel, Kariye Camii Sok 18
®0212/534 8414. Garden-restaurant next
door to the Kariye Museum. It’s expensive, but you
may feel like splashing out for good service and
food in such a peaceful (if distant) location. The
menu is described as nouvelle Ottoman cuisine —
plenty of meat- and fruit-based stews from 13TL,
or try the hiikar begendi (tender lamb with
aubergine purée). Meals served on a lovely terrace
swamped by roses, accompanied by classical
Turkish music.
Giims Yiiziik Sok 7, Samatya. Out
of the way but easy enough to reach on the
suburban train line from either Sirkeci or Cankur-
taran — get off at the Kocamustafapagsa stop. Posh
(and unusually, licensed) joint serving up the best
food from Gaziantep in Turkey’s southeast. Great
variety of kebabs from 12TL, but best are the
starters (hummus with pastrami) and baklava-type
desserts. Nice roof terrace overlooking a quaint
square with the Sea of Marmara beyond.
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Beyoglu and Galata

Hayriye Cad 16 ®0212/245 9980. This
stylish restaurant sprang up before the boom in
minimalist chic, and is no worse for that. Set in a
beautifully restored turn-of-the-twentieth-century
townhouse, it is soothingly atmospheric, with
stripped-pine doors, space-enhancing mirrors,
chandeliers and other refreshingly anti-modernist
features. The food (modern Mediterranean/Turkish)
is generally good, too. Best bet for a reasonable
night out is one of the fixed menus — the cheapest
option is for two drinks to be included 45TL.

Sahne Sok 41, Balik Pazari

®0212/292 0667. Lively meyhane run by Nazim,
Turkish TV’s star chef. Dishes mix Turkish and inter-
national flavours, such as the chicken soya stir-fry,
and set menus are 24TL (meat) or 32TL (fish).
Lesser-known Turkish wines available, plus a
selection of imports from Bulgaria and Georgia. There 133
are cheaper options in the surrounding fish market,
but a lot of thought has been put into this menu.
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istiklal Cad, Sakizagaci Cad 17
®0212/293 8561. One of the best traditional restau-
rants in town sports a high-ceilinged atrium salon at
the back. Main courses from 12TL — try the hunkar
begendili kebap (beef stew on a bed of aubergine
and cheese purée) and the ayva tatl (stewed quince
with clotted cream). Strictly no alcohol served.

Nevizade Sok 24. This Greek-owned
istanbul institution has been dishing up
reasonably priced fish dishes (mains around 14TL)
since 1942. Spread over three floors, it is perhaps
the liveliest of the fish restaurants in the Balik
Pazar area.
istiklal Cad, Biiyiikparmakkapi
Sok 21. Earthy vegetarian restaurant on a lively
street, where specialities include green lentil balls,
falafels and nettle soup, from around 7TL a dish.
Some chicken dishes served, too; the only alcohol
available is wine.
Sofyali/Jurnal Sok 1, Tiinel. Small
bistro that stands out from the many decent
(and trendy) eating places around here. The food is
international in style, ingredients are top-notch and
the preparation immaculate. Big salad bowls from
12TL, steaks, pastas etc more, a glass of decent
wine a reasonable 8.5TL.
istiklal Cad, Emir Nevruz Sok 17
®0212/243 3882. This famous establishment was
founded by White Russians in the 1930s and
thrives on its nostalgic reputation. It's somewhat
shabby and staid, but, considering the quality of
the food, not too expensive. Main courses
(barbecued salmon, grilled quail) start from 13TL,
accompanied by the excellent lemon vodka.
Lunches noon-2pm; dinner 7—10pm.

Kurabiye Sok 3. The ever-changing menu
includes vegetarian versions of various Turkish
dishes from as little as 6TL plus some chicken and
fish specials, great salads, home-made breads,
herbal teas and local wines. Closed Sun.

Ortakoy

Salhane Sok 3, off Muallim Naci Cad.
Asian cuisine is the theme here, everything from
Indian to Vietnamese, which makes it stand out

from most café-restaurants in the city. The views
of Ortakdy mosque and the Bosphorus Bridge from
the pretty terrace are stunning, but you pay for
them, with most mains over 40TL.

Salhane Sok 1, off Muallim Naci Cad.
The food is largely aimed at young, affluent and
Westernized Turks, with (admittedly upmarket)
burgers and pizza a couple of menu staples —
along with an expensive (40TL) Sunday brunch.
Outfoor eating here has its charms, though,
especially if you can grab one of the tables right on
the edge of the Bosphorus. Now has branches near
Tiinel and on Istiklal Cad.

Asian istanbul
Gineslibahce Sok
43, Kadikoy A very well-regarded place on a
pleasant pedestrianized street. “Ciya” means
“mountain” in Kurdish, though the inspiration for
the food here comes from many different corners
of this vast country (try the perde pilaf, a delicately
spiced and pan-crusted rice dish from the far
southeast), though many stick to the excellent
serve-yourself salad bar. The Ciya Kebabgi opposite
boasts a huge oven ideal for lahmacun and the
house Giya kebab is tender meat coated with
crushed pistachio and walnut, rolled in a thin
unleavened bread.
Selmanipak Cad 25, Uskiidar. One of the
city’s more famous lokantas, established in 1933,
featuring copies of iznik-tile panels from the
Selimiye Camii in Edirne and a copper chimney-
piece. Meals are reasonably cheap at about 11TL a
head; no alcohol served.
Yaglika ismail Sok 1, off
Sogutlicesme Cad, Kadikdy. Established back in
1919 by refugees from Greece, this well-run place
serves up some of the best food on the Asian side
of the Bosphorus — and there’s an incredible variety
to choose from, with twenty types of soup alone,
including non-standards such as okra or spinach.
The ¢dmlek kebab — meat, aubergine, beans,
peppers, onion and garlic oven-cooked in a clay pot
— is delicious (10TL). Desserts include kabak tatlisi
(candied courgette), delicious when, as here, it's
done well. No alcohol.

With such a youthful population, a booming economy and relentless Westerniza-
tion, it is not surprising that Istanbul is establishing a major reputation for
clubbing. The best bars and clubs are in Beyoglu, Taksim, Ortakdy and the
richer Bosphorus suburbs such as Kadikdy. For a more traditional night out, head
to a meyhane (tavern), where a traditional fasil band might accompany your food



The monthly magazine Time Out Istanbul (ensure you buy the English-language
version) is available from newsstands all over the city for 5TL. It is the best source of
listings and features on what to do and see in the city. Other English-language publi-
cations include the bimonthly istanbul: The Guide, available in hotel lobbies or
bookshops for 5TL, also with listings and city features. Cornucopia, a glossy
bimonthly covering the Ottoman arts scene, auctions, galleries and exhibitions, is
available from bookshops that stock foreign newspapers and publications.

and bottle of raki. Alternatively, try a Tiirkii bar, where you can drink and listen
to the plaintive sounds of Anatolian folk music. Both meyhanes and Tiirkii bars are
enjoying something of a revival of late, but if you want something more familiar
there are countless café-bars and modern nightclubs as well.

Istanbul, away from conservative Islamic areas like Fatih and Eyiip, takes drinkers
in its stride and you’ll find bars ranging from the dangerously seedy to the chic and
overpriced. Sultanahmet’s bars are dull in comparison to buzzing Beyoglu,
where drinking goes on well into the early hours. There’s a variety of bars along
the lively streets leading off istiklal Caddesi, at the Taksim Square end — from
jazz joints to student-bars, sophisticated rooftop cafés to throbbing basement
rock-bars. (All Beyoglu bars are marked on the map on pp.120-121.) Kadikdy on
the Asian side of the Bosphorus, boasts a number of drinking haunts. To reach
Kadikdy’s studenty/arty Kadife Sokak, walk or take a taxi from the Kadikdy ferry
terminal south down Moda Caddesi, until it turns into Doktor Esat Isik Caddesi
— Kadife Sokak is on the left.

The line between Istanbul’s bars and cafés tends to blur, with most open during
the day to serve food and coffee, becoming more alcoholic as the evening progresses.
A cover charge is often introduced between 10pm and 2am if there is live music.

Sultanahmet

Akbiyik Cad 20. It’s been around on busy
Akbiyik Cad long enough to know what it’s doing —
knocking out reasonably priced beer to a mix of
impecunious backpackers and strays from the
street’s posher establishments. It often gets lively,
particularly when there’s big-screen sport to be
watched.

Divan Yolu Cad 66. Modern, Western-
style pub that appeals to tourists — hence the high
prices. Outside tables are not a bad place to watch
the world go by on the Divan Yolu Cad.

Beyoglu
General Yazgan Sok 5. If you're

not in the big-money, rooftop-drinking
league, this is one of the best places in Beyoglu.
Small and cosy in winter, it spills out onto the alley
in a big way in the summer. Crowded with students
and alternative types, it serves cheap beer; people-
watching and occasional live bands (usually winter
only) provide the entertainment.

Balo Sok 26. Housed in a
wonderfully ornate nineteenth-century apartment
block, the focal point is the lively pub, but this is a
rambling place with rooms for regular live acts,
internet access etc.

Kumbaraci Yokusu 115/7. A
great place for an early-evening (or early-
morning) drink, with fabulous Bosphorus views and
chilled-out sounds. There’s also a decent food
menu if you're peckish — but it’s not cheap (11TL a
small beer) and you may be turned away if you
look scruffy.
istiklal Cad, Hamalbas
Cad 26, Galatasaray. Beautifully restored
century-old Greek wine bar, on the opposite corner
to the British Consulate. Beer, local wine and good-
value food available (meze 3.5TL, pasta dishes 9TL
and steaks 16TL). The owners also run Cumhuriyet
Meyhane, another historical drinking den, just
round the corner in the Fish Market.
Sofyali Sok. Small, friendly bar with a
good selection of rock music and well-priced beer
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(5TL for draught). Also does shots for 4TL if that’s
your thing. It’s a struggle to find a seat on the
alleyway tables in summer, though the Kino
Garden next door is run jointly with Pasific and has
a garden out back.

Asian istanbul

Kadife Sok 26, Caferaga Mah. Kadikdy three-
storey townhouse that’s a café by day and
bar-disco at night. Cutting-edge music and good

food, plus a garden open during the summer
months.

Kadife Sok 16, Kadikdy. Self-consciously
cool venue on the trendiest street in Asian istanbul,
this grungy/arty place is set in a tall, narrow
nineteenth-century townhouse. Part pub (the lower
floors) and part art gallery (top floor), it also has a
large, pleasant garden out back. Beer is cheap
(6TL) for a big Efes, and there’s a reasonable
snack-type menu.

Istanbul’s best clubs are bang up to date in terms of design, lighting and atmosphere,
while live music —jazz, rock, alternative, blues, R&B and even reggae — is plentiful
around the backstreets of Beyoglu. Expect to spend no less than you would in
London, New York or Sydney on a night out. Most places have entry charges
(anything from 10TL to 60TL) and tend to be open from around 9pm until 2 or 4am.
Local and visiting foreign bands also play at a welter of annual festivals —including
two jazz festivals, a rock festival, an international music festival, plus separate dance
and techno and blues events. See the festival calendar on p.138 for more details.

Beyoglu and around
Sehbender Sok 3, Asmalimescit
@®0212/292 7368, @ www.habylon-ist.com.

Tues—Thurs 9.30pm—2am, Fri & Sat 10pm-3am.
Set in a modest-sized but atmospheric bare-brick
vault, this is istanbul’s premier live music club, with
a regular programme of local and foreign groups
playing jazz, world and electronica. Drinks are
expensive (10TL for a small beer, 12TL for a glass
of local wine) and ticket prices vary wildly
according to the act (booking office across the
street daily noon—6pm, or from Biletix); perform-
ances usually start around 10pm. In summer, the
action moves to the Aegean coast near izmir.

Kartal Sok 3, istiklal Cad & 0532/747
7494. Daily 6pm-5am. Run by dedicated alterna-
tive-music fanatic Taylan, who aims to support
Turkish bands of all kinds — from psychobilly to
electro-punk, and you can see the results at the
regular live gigs (entry fee varies). Spread over
three floors, with great views from the terrace, it's
free midweek, with a 5TL cover charge at
weekends.

, Bliylikparmakkapi Sok 19. Attrac-
tive brick-and-wood joint with occasionally good
blues and rock every night from 11pm. Fridays see
ageing but deservedly popular Turkish rockers
Bulutsuz Ozlemi take the stage. In summer, the
scene moves to Cubuklu Hayal Kahvesi in Burun-
bahge on the Asian side of the Bosphorus.

Akarsu Sok 1/2, off istiklal Cad. The venue
of choice for lovers of the latest in electronica, it's
small, packed and intimate. Sees sets from both

local and foreign DJs — naturally enough, the
bigger names tend to play Fri and Sat. In summer,
the beats skip to the resort of Bodrum.
Tel Sok 2, off Biiyiikparmakkapi Sok.
Stylish bare-brick basement club with steep cover
charge — one of istanbul’s leading venues for jazz
and flamenco. Owned by the band members of the
local jazz group Mogollar, who perform regularly.
Performances start about 11pm. Mon—Sat
4.30pm—4am.
istiklal Cad, Bilyiikparmakkapi Sok 26. Ultra-
modern basement club, recently revamped, with
live music most nights — best when the blues
bands turn up. Has seen sets by Turkey’s leading
rock/punksters, Duman. Daily 9pm—4am.
Galata Kulesi Sok 14,
Galata. Run by a couple of enthusiasts, this
small, intimate venue is a great introduction to the
city’s jazz scene, with performances by both local
and international artists. The emphasis is on the
mainstream, but modern, fusion and ethnic get an
airing from time to time. Advance booking
recommended.

Kameriye Sok 4, Balik Pazari. Daily
10pm-—4am. This is the city’s best place for alterna-
tive/indie types looking for an “underground”
scene. The owners are in a band themselves, and
they give stage space to upcoming rivals from
across the metropolis. There’s a lively roof terrace
with an eclectic mix of music, live bands play on
the second floor, whilst the first floor is given over
to electronica. Beers are a reasonable 6TL and the
(variable) entry charge not too steep.



Ortakoy

Muallim Naci Cad 65 ®0212/229 7152.
Thurs—Sat midnight—5.30am. The steep 35TL
admission (Fri & Sat only) includes one free drink,
but this is probably the best place for techno,
house and other assorted dance sounds in the city,
at least for the twenty- to thirty-something crowd
who flock here — youngsters may well give the
accolade to Indigo (see opposite). The well-scuffed

dancefloor says it all about the quality of foreign
and local DJs who spin their stuff here.

Muallim Naci Cad 120. Summer drinking
outside until dawn for the bright young things who
manage to get through the door. There are dance-
floors, video screens and bars all directly
overlooking the Bosphorus, and overpriced sushi —
early birds get 30 percent off drinks between 6 and
8pm. June-Sept only, daily 6pm—4am.

Istanbul is the country’s gay capital, with the scene centred on Taksim and Beyoglu.
For information on the gay scene check out @www.istanbulgay.com, which gives a
run down of the best gay bars and clubs (including guided cruises of the best venues)
and gay-friendly hotels, reviews the sauna cruising scene and has a section on lesbian
Istanbul. Otherwise the weekly Time Out Istanbul reviews gay and lesbian venues.

Cafés

Sakalsalim Gikmaz 7, off istiklal Cad,
Beyoglu. Low-key meeting and hangout joint off
the busy main drag, somewhere to decide what
you're going to do later on.

Bars and clubs

Soganci Sok 7, off Siraselviler Cad,
Beyoglu In the same building as 5.Kat but on the
first floor, this place has an excellent reputation
amongst istanbul’s gay sophisticates. It's modestly
sized, but there’s a decent dancefloor, a couple of
bars, good house music and regular parties and
other events — with a mixed crowd of mainly
affluent punters.

Cumbhuriyet Cad 349, Harbiye.

Glitzy, hi-tech and spacious club opposite the

Military Museum with free admission Wed, 25TL
cover Fri & Sat including one drink. DJs spin a wide
range of sounds, from techno to Turkish pop. A
proper club rather than a glorified café/bar, it also
holds regular parties.

Tarlabasi Bul 28, Taksim. Daily 11pm-5am.
Gay-only dance club, with a devoted following due to
its reputation as a pick-up place. The mix of electro
and Turkish music will appeal to most punters. Really
gets going after 1am. Entry Fri & Sat only (20TL
including a drink). This street has a bad reputation in
the city — and not just amongst straights — so take
care if you decide to venture out here.

Siraselviler Cad. Very popular, possibly
because it's so mainstream, and plenty of
foreigners get through the doors. Friendly staff who
perform occasional drag shows.

Istanbul hosts a decent variety of annual cultural festivals and matches other
European cities for the breadth of its arts scene. State-subsidized theatre, opera and
ballet make performances affordable for all and there’s something going on almost
every night at various venues around the city. Music features heavily over the
summer months when international festivals draw musicians from all over the world.

Tickets for many cultural events, as well as sporting events, can be purchased
online from Biletix (0216/556 9800, @ www.biletix.com.), whose website is in
both Turkish and English. There are also many Biletix outlets around the city, the
most useful of which is the Ada bookstore on Istiklal Caddesi.

The most important modern art event in the city is the International Istanbul
Biennial, organized by IKSV, the Istanbul Foundation for Culture and Arts
(@ www.iksv.org). The biennials (held on odd-numbered years) are themed and
use different venues across the city, from historic buildings such as the Topkap:
Palace to urban-chic industrial warehouses.
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There are hundreds of cinemas (sinema) all over Istanbul showing mainly
Hollywood releases with Turkish subtitles. Many of the modern complexes are
situated in large shopping malls, with the best old-style cinemas in Beyoglu, once
the centre of domestic film production. Most still have a fifteen-minute coffee and
cigarette interval. Tickets cost around 10TL, but most cinemas have one or more
day(s) midweek where tickets are discounted. The annual International Film
Festival (mid-April to May) takes place mainly at cinemas in Beyoglu.

istiklal Cad 24-26, Beyoglu music hall rivals the Emek as the most interesting

®0212/292 1111, @ www.afm.com.tr. A place to watch a film in the city. Shows a mix of
popular ten-screen cinema not far from Taksim standard Hollywood fare and some art-house films
Square, showing the newest films. The smartest if you're lucky.
of the cinemas in Beyoglu, but lacking in Yesilgam Sok 5, istiklal Cad, Beyoglu
character. ®0212/293 8439. This palatial auditorium (875

istiklal Cad 179, Beyoglu ®0212/293 seats) built in the 1920s is a popular venue during
2466. Three screens on three floors, this former the International Film Festival.

The annual festival calendar is pretty full — at least between April and October, when
most of the best events take place. The highlights are detailed below; for more infor-
mation, consult the city tourist offices or the istanbul Foundation for Culture and Arts
(see “Theatres and concert halls”, opposite).

International Film Festival Turkish, European and Hollywood movies premiere at
istanbul’s cinemas, mainly in Beyoglu, plus the best of the non-English-speaking
world’s releases from the previous year and new prints of classic films — visiting
celebrities add glitz and glamour. 2009 saw over 200 films screened. Midweek tickets
are usually a bargain.

Tulip Festival Week-long festival honouring the national flower, including concerts,
arts events and competitions at different locations around the city, and a final
showing of the hundred best tulips. Over three million bulbs flower across the city,
planted by the municipality.

Conquest Celebrations Week-long celebration of the Ottoman conquest of old
Constantinople (May 29, 1453) — concerts by the Ottoman Mehter military band,
fancy-dress processions and fireworks.

International Puppet Festival A celebration of Turkish Shadow Theatre, or karagoz
- silent puppets perform behind a two-dimensional screen.

International Theatre Festival The year’s best Turkish plays (both local avant-garde
and established theatre groups) and performances by visiting foreign theatres.
Biennial event (next up in 2010).

Efes Pilsen One Love Moderately alternative city-centre weekend-long festival
(2009’s was held at Santralistanbul) with plenty of DJ-led dance sets and
performances from international bands such as Réyksopp and Klaxons, plus
assorted home-grown acts.

The International Music Festival This hugely successful festival was launched in
1973 to celebrate Turkey’s fifty years of independence and brings top-notch orches-
tras and soloists from all over the world to perform in such atmospheric venues as
the church of Aya Irene.



Kanyon Mall, Bilydere Cad 185, Yenigeriler Cad, Cemberlitas ® 0212/516

Levent ®0212/353 0814, @ www.marssinema 2660, @ www.ozenfilm.com.tr. The closest cinema
.com. Unsurprisingly given its location in this to Sultanahmet, buried in the bowels of a shopping
ultramodern shopping mall, the ticket prices are centre, with seven screens showing the latest
above average, but probably worth it if you want Western and Turkish releases.

the comfiest seats and best picture and sound
quality in town.

There are regular classical music, ballet and opera performances in Istanbul,
held at Taksim’s Atatiirk Cultural Centre (under restoration at the time of writing)
and at other venues across the city. The main annual event is the International
Music Festival during June and July, which includes jazz, classical and world
music concerts, as well as performances by the Istanbul State Symphony Orchestra.
Theatre is popular, but it’s mostly Turkish plays that are performed on the thirty
or so stages in the city. Information on all music and theatre events, and on the

International Jazz Festival Two weeks of gigs and jamming sessions from world-
class performers (with the definition of jazz stretched to include rock artists such as
Lou Reed and Marianne Faithful).

Rumeli Hisan Fortress Concerts Nightly summer concerts within the walls of this
Ottoman fortification overlooking the Bosphorus - a varied programme from classical
to rock.

Rock N’ Coke ®www.rockncoke.com. A weekend of Western and Turkish rock, in
2009 held on the Asian side of the Bosphorus at the Grand Prix circuit, istanbul Park.
Headliners in 2009 were the Prodigy and Linkin’ Park.

Electronica Music Festival Venues change from year to year, as do sponsors and
therefore names. In 2008 held in Parkorman, north of the city, with David Guetta and
Dorfmeister.

istanbul Arts Fair A week-long fair selling the work of some fifty or so istanbul
galleries and visiting foreign artists — paintings, sculptures, pottery and fabrics.
International istanbul Biennial Multimedia contemporary arts festival that usually
runs mid-September to the first week in November. Held odd years, next up in
2011.

Akbank International Jazz Festival Two-week festival concentrating on tradi-
tional jazz, with performers such as Dave Holland and Henry Threadgill. Events
include film screenings, informal jamming sessions and drum workshops. Varied
venues include the Byzantine church of Aya Irene and the Babylon Performance
Centre in Beyoglu.

Efes Pilsen Blues Festival Two-day late-night blues festival — a showcase of new
local talent and famous foreign bands.

Filmeki Week-long film festival brings the pick of the crop from Cannes, Sundance
and Berlin to istanbul, hosted by the Emek Sinemasi.
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various cultural festivals, is available from the Istanbul Foundation for Culture
and Arts, Istiklal Cad 146, Beyoglu ®0212/334 0700, @ www.iksv.org.

Taksim Square;
Theatre ©0212/251 5600; Opera & Ballet
®0212/243 2011; Symphony Orchestra
®0212/243 1068. Multi-purpose venue shared by
the Symphony Orchestra, State Theatre Company,
and State Opera and Ballet. Leading venue during
the various international festivals and has regular
performances of classical music, opera and ballet.

istiklal Cad
421, Tiinel, Beyoglu ®0212/292 0655, @ www
.borusansanat.com. Home to the Borusan
Philharmonic Orchestra, one of Turkey’s most
successful private orchestras, which performs two
monthly concerts (tickets 16—24TL). Also boasts
one of the country’s most extensive CD libraries.
Dariilbedai Cad 1, Harbiye

®0212/231 5497, @ www.crrks.org. Chamber
music, classical, jazz and Turkish music, plus
regular performances by visiting international
orchestras. Venue for the International Music

Festival in June and the CRR Piano Festival in
December. Daily performances (season Oct—May;
8-16TL) at 8pm; no credit cards.

Kaymakan Resit Bey Sok 11, off
Yeniciler Cad, Beyoglu ®0212/244 4499, @ www
.garajistanbul.com. Trendy, stripped-down
performing-arts venue in a former underground car
park just off Galatasaray Meydani. This is as
cutting-edge as it gets in istanbul, with workshops,
films and art projects, modern dance, theatre and
other performances. With seating limited to 250, it’s
worth booking for most things. Closed July & Aug.

Bahariye Cad 29, Kadikdy

®0216/346 1531, W www.sureyyaoperasi.org. Set
in a gorgeous, beautifully restored opera house
built in 1924, this is a delightfully intimate place to
watch opera, ballet and classical music and a rare
oasis of culture on the Asian side of the Bosphorus.
The season runs from October through to May.
Tickets online from @ www.dobgm.gov.tr.

A night of traditional Turkish music in a friendly bar-restaurant is not to be
missed. Most venues offer either a kind of Tiirkii (folk) music, usually played on a
baglama (long-necked stringed lute), or fasil, generally played by gypsy bands and
heavy on the violin with ud (lute), darabuka (drum) and maybe a zurna (clarinet). In
bars featuring livelier music, you'll be expected to dance. As well as the places around
Beyoglu listed below, most of the fish restaurants in Kumkapi on the Sultanahmet
side of the Horn have live fasil music in the evenings. Expect to pay 50-80TL per
head for a meal and a couple of drinks (sometimes included in the charge) in a restau-
rant that provides traditional live music.

Cabaret is probably the most expensive and least authentic way to develop a feel
for the Orient. Stick to the more established venues, some of the best of which are
reviewed below, otherwise you may be overcharged for anything you eat or drink
and belly dancers expect to be given generous amounts of money (stuffed in their
bras) by foreign tourists. Unless otherwise stated, the cabaret venues have daily
performances, with dinner served at 7.45pm, the show running from 8.30pm to
around midnight.

Fasil and Tiurku venues
Siraselviler Cad 89. Popular with istanbul’s
fashionable set, with five overwhelming floors,
each with their own personality: the first floor Pera
bar has music mixed by the city’s top DJs; the
second floor has a Wine House with local and
imported wines and cheese; live Turkish music and
belly dancing features in the Miidavim Bar on the
third floor while the fourth-floor meyhane features
101 types of meze accompanied by fasil music;
capping it all off are the stunning views from the
fifth-floor roof-terrace restaurant. A fixed-price

menu of 60TL includes unlimited local alcoholic
drinks; booking advised. On Fri and Sat, the 20TL
admission charge includes one drink.

Kurabiye Sok 16, Beyoglu. Small,
traditional restaurant, recently moved to this
location. Fixed menu of 60TL includes 10 starters,
4 entrées, a main and fruit, plus unlimited local
drinks. Live fasil music most nights. It's very
popular with the locals; there’s another branch at
Sefik Bey Sok, Kadikdy. Closed Sun.

Hasniin Galip Sok 9, off istiklal Cad. The
Munzur mountains, away to the east in the



heartland of Turkey’s Kurdish Alevi population (the
Alevi have spawned the nation’s best baglama
players), are the inspiration for this no-frills but
lively Tiirkii bar. The food is OK, the drinks not too
pricey, and when things get going there’s plenty of
linked bodies dancing around the tables.

Kalyoncu Kullugu Sok 45, off Nevizade
Sok. Friendly late-night /okanta behind the Balik
Pazari. The house band members are a talented lot
and have been knocking out both fasil and Tiirkii
classics for the last fifteen years — the sets usually
begin around 9.30pm. The fixed menu is a
reasonable 70TL, including local drinks, and much
merriment is assured when things get into full
swing. Booking advised weekends.

Cabaret venues

Cumhuriyet Cad 30, Harbiye
®0212/247 1630, @ www.kervansaray.com.tr.
Not far from the Hilton, it's a huge, pillared,

chandeliered hall where you won't feel comfortable
unless you dress up a bit. It's expensive at 105TL a
head including food and two complimentary drinks
(80TL without food), but the club has a good
reputation for its floor show, which includes
Oriental and folk dancers.

President Hotel, Tiyatro Cad 27,
Beyazit @ www.orienthouseistanbul.com.
Traditional Turkish and folk music, plus belly
dancing. A four-course meal with wine and show is
120TL a head (without food 80TL).

Firat Culture

Centre, Divan Yolu, Sultanahmet. Presents Dances
of Colours from ten different regions of Turkey,
including belly dancing and Whirling Dervishes, in
an a/c auditorium next to the Cemberlitas tram
stop. This is purely theatre, with no dinner or the
other trappings of a club. Twice-weekly shows
(30TL) on Tues at 5.15pm and Fri at 7pm.

Shopping in Istanbul is an experience. Whether it is a pleasant one or not depends
on your ability to ignore the hustlers when you’re not in the mood, and to bargain
hard when you are. Don’t miss the Grand Bazaar (Kapali Cars1, see p.107), a hive
of over four thousand little shops. Scattered around the city are a number of
equally interesting shopping districts — Istiklal Caddesi for clothes, Nigantag1 for
upmarket international fashion; and the Spice Bazaar (Misir Carsusi) for spices and
sweets. Out of the centre, shopping malls have taken off in a big way, good for
homeware and clothes, and thankfully prices are fixed.

Opening hours for most shops are Monday to Saturday 10am to 7pm, though
the modern shopping malls stay open daily until 10pm. Supermarkets and hyper-
markets open 9am to 10pm every day but smaller food shops close much earlier.
The covered bazaar opens Monday to Saturday 9am to 7pm and is credit-card
friendly, as are all shops except the smallest of grocers (bakals) or kiosks.

If you’re expecting to find bargain antiques, you’ll probably be disappointed — the
average Istanbullu may care little for the old and worn, but in a city of over
15 million those that do are enough to ensure buoyant prices. Bear in mind that
you’re supposed to have clearance from the Museums Directorate to take anything
out of the country that’s over one hundred years old (see p.62). The best place for
twentieth-century items up to 1980s retro stuff are the streets leading down from
Istiklal Caddesi in Cukurcuma.

Tiinel Gegiti 7, is Han building, off istiklél
Cad, Beyoglu. Pricier than the places down in
Gukurcuma but with a good selection of miniatures,
ceramics, maps and prints.
Halicilar Cad 55, Kapali Garsi.
Ottoman copper and Byzantine icons from the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

Corner of Aga Hamam Cad & Turancibasi
Cad, off istiklal Cad, Beyoglu. Eclectic range of
wares in a funky shop occupying a nice corner
plot where Turnacabasi Cad becomes A§ a
Hamam Cad. From Greek Orthodox icons to
1950s tin toys and Erickson phones to kitsch
figurines.
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Altipatlar Sok 10, Gukurcuma. This well-
established shop stocks all manner of antique
clothing, from the late nineteenth century to the
1960s, plus all sorts of cloth-related items —
including embroidered cushions and
throws — collected by enthusiast Leyla Seyhanli.

Turancibagi Cad 38/1, off
istiklal Cad, Beyoglu. Spread over two floors, this

retro-orientated shop run by friendly, architect-
trained Aslihan Kendiroglu, concentrates on the
1950s to the 1970s, from bakelite phones to
chrome light-fixtures and Furniture to clothes.

Yenicarg! Cad 7/C, off stiklal Cad,
Beyoglu. Mainly secondhand books, but also does a
nice line in tin toys and old (1960s and onwards)
cinema posters.

The most traditional place for books in the city is Sahaflar Carsis1 (old book
market) at Beyazit, between the Grand Bazaar and Beyazit Camii, which stocks
numerous new titles on both Istanbul and Turkey in general — in English — as well
as some secondhand books. For the widest range of books Beyoglu is the best bet,
either on or just off Istiklal Caddesi; there are also a number of secondhand

booksellers around here.

Divan Yolu Cad 58, Sultanahmet.
The biggest distributor of English-language books
in Turkey, with a vast range of books on Ottoman
history and all other imaginable Turkish topics.
Moda Cad 28,

Kadikdy. Best bookshop on the Asian shore,
managed by an English woman and stocking an
excellent range of books in English, including an
extensive children’s department.

Yeni Cargsi Cad 28, Beyoglu. A wonderful

cultural written on Turkey, and has even been
known to stock the odd Rough Guide.
istiklal Cad, Bilyilkparmakkapi Sok 3,

Beyoglu. Excellent selection of foreign-language
books on three storeys; carries some gay literature
and will order books on request.

istiklal Cad 389, Tiinel, Beyoglu.
Reasonably priced, extensive collection of English-,
French-, and German-language books, and a
number of guides and maps.

selection of anything archeological, historical and

Many Western high-street stores produce their clothes in Turkey, and a number of
outlets across the city specialize in seconds and production overruns at bargain
prices. Fakes abound, so check thoroughly before purchasing. The best places to
look are the arcades off Istiklil Caddesi. Turkish stores (with multiple branches)
to watch out for include: Beymen, Damat Tween, Homestore, Karaca, La Luna,
Mudo City, Mudo, and Yargic1. Vakko is one of the most reputable fashion chains

in Istanbul; Vakkorama is its youth-market offshoot.

Bargain clothes
Off stiklal Cad 209, Beyoglu. This
trendy and historic arcade behind the Atlas Cinema
has bargain clothing — plus a number of
alternative/street-style clothes outlets, funky
jewellery shops, piercing places and CD/DVD
shops, plus an amazing selection of original film
posters in a couple of the basement stores.
istiklal Cad 331-369. Three
floors of bargain end-of-line and seconds clothing,
with the odd genuine bargain for the persistent.
Beyoglu. A side street off Istiklal
Cad; next to the Pagabahce glass store, down
towards Tiinel. Open daily and crammed with stalls
selling overruns bearing British, French and
German high-street names.

High-street and designer
clothes
Akmerkez Shopping Mall, Etiler. Quality
chain store for tailored men and women'’s suits,
dress shirts, silk ties and scarves and other acces-
sories for the well-turned-out executive.
Sahkulu Sok 1/A, off Galip Dede Cad, Galata
Small alternative outlet in up-and-coming Galata,
with a good range of individually designed ts,
hoodies, shorts, etc — and some secondhand retro
stuff as well
istiklal Cad 117, Beyoglu; and in all shopping
malls. Gap-inspired jeans label, good-quality
denimwear, T-shirts (including a good-range of
“cool” istanbul designs), sweat tops and funky
bags.



Turnacibagi Sok 13/1, off istiklal Cad, Beyoglu.
Outlet of choice for indie types who want
cutting-edge street fashion. Much of their output is
generic, but look out for the range of tongue-in-
cheek T's emblazoned with “legendary” Turkish
cars such as the Murat 124 and the Anadol. Also
stocks secondhand retro-style clothing.

istiklal Cad 123-125, Beyoglu; Akmerkez
Shopping Mall, Etiler, and other branches;
@ www.vakko.com.tr. Classy fifty-year-old Turkish
fashion label renowned for its sense of style and
use of fine fabrics. The clothes don’t come cheap

though, and you have to dress up a bit simply to
get in the flagship store on istiklal Cad where you
may come under some scrutiny from the rather
snooty assistants. Vakkorama is the younger
version aimed at wealthy teenagers. At the

, at Seyliilislam Hayri Cad in Eminénii,
items can be picked up for a quarter of the
regular price.

Akmerkez Shopping Mall, Etiler, and other
branches. Turkey’s answer to Marks & Spencers —
well-made and reasonably priced clothing from
work suits to sportswear and underwear.

Turkish carpets and kilims are world famous, and with the best selection to be
found in Istanbul, it’s not surprising that buying one is high on many people’s lists.
For buying tips and background information see Basics p.60. The below dealers
are all based in the Grand Bazaar (Mon—Sat 9am—7pm).

Halicilar Cad 89-92. A wide range
of modern and antique kilims and carpets from a
reputable dealership, established in 1978. Ushak
and Hereke carpets vie for shop space with
Anatolian and Caucasian kilims.

Takkeciler Sok 58—60. Fixed-prices for
kilims made in the traditional way (with natural
dyes and no child labour) but with contemporary
(often large, geometric blocks of colour) styling.

Halicilar Cad 50-54. Internationally
known dealer Erol Kazanci specializes in older pieces,
so don’t expect anything cheap, but he does have a
good reputation and also stocks some modern stuff.

Zincirli Han. Arguably the most
knowledgeable dealer in the Grand Bazaar,
reputable Sisko (“Fat”) Osman’s family origins are
in the east of Turkey, but he has been flogging
top-quality rugs to all-comers (including the rich
and famous) here for many years. Over sixty
percent of his clients are Turks, which gives some
idea of the quality of the (mainly) dowry pieces on
offer here. His kilims range from €400—€2500 and
carpets €500-2500 — excluding the more
expensive genuine period pieces, some dating back
to the eighteenth century, stocked in one of his four
adjacent shops.

Istanbul is a great place to stock up on herbs and spices, most obviously in the
splendid Misir Cargist (Spice Bazaar). Dried fruits are also great value and
delicious (see also p.62). Two specialities to look out for are nar ekgisi, the viscous
pomegranate syrup used so liberally in many Turkish salads, sold in small bottles
and pekmez, a sweet topping for yoghurt, usually made from either grapes or
mulberries. Turkish coffee (Tiirk kahvesi) is about as traditional a Turkish product
as you can get, though you’ll need to buy a small pan known as a kahve tenceresi if
you want to make it properly back home. Then, of course, in all its glutinous
splendour, there is lokum; known in the west as Turkish Delight.

Hamidiye Cad 83, nut-filled. If you're looking to take some home, this

Emindnii. Founded in 1777, this is the best place in
the city to buy Turkish Delight (choose from over
twenty varieties) and more unusual delicacies such
as findikli ezmesi (hazelnut marzipan). The interior
is wonderful, with an eye-catching array of sugary
treats displayed on period wooden shelves and in
glass-fronted cabinets.

Mumhane Cad 171, Karakdy. Arguably
the best baklava in the city, delicious, buttery and

is the place to buy it — not only is it the best, but
it’s not so syrupy as other brands and therefore
less likely to leak over your hand-luggage.

Tamis Sok 66,
Emindnii. There are always big queues outside this
wonderful paean to the aromatic coffee bean.
Started in 1871, it’s now housed in a rare (for this
city) and impressive Art Deco building to the west of
the Spice Bazaar. Sells beans and powder for Turkish
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and filter coffees, plus sahlep, the ground-orchid-
root drink so popular in istanbul in the winter.

istiklal Cad 375, Beyoglu. Malatya, in
the far east of Turkey, is famous for its apricots, and
you can sample the dried product here. Some come
in gift packs stuffed with pistachios and walnuts, plus
there’s a wide range of nuts, sweets and spices.

Emindnd. To choose between the
myriad purveyors of different spice, herb, herbal
tea, Turkish Delight, nut and dried-fruit in the
historic Spice Bazaar would be meaningless. Don’t
buy this kind of stuff in the Grand Bazaar, get it
here — and don’t be afraid to try a bit before
parting with your cash.

See Basics p.61 for a rundown of classic Turkish souvenirs worth getting hold of.
In their own way just as authentic as the traditional Ottoman crafts are the modern
twists on old designs sold in upmarket household goods stores such as Pasabahge

— especially glassware.

Halicilar Cad 53, Kapali Gargl. Restrained
design is the key to this chic store selling
handmade olive oil-based soaps, bath wraps
(pestemal), bed linen, fluffy towels and the like — it
tweaks traditional products to fit the tastes of the
city’s new elite and Western visitors alike.

Halicilar Cad 82, Kapali Garsl. In
the Grand Bazaar, “Crazy Lady’s Place” sells a vast
amount of junk and collectibles, including limited-
edition clothes, wall-hangings, scarves, Christmas
decorations and unusual objects from Turkish
artists. Linda is the “Crazy (American) Lady”.

Kabasakal Cad 5,
Sultanahmet. Restored medrese — an extension to

the Yesil Ev Hotel — where artists and craftsmen
keep alive traditional skills such as ebru marbling,
calligraphy, lace-making and embroidery.

istiklal 401, Beyoglu. Worth going in
just to see the gorgeous Art Nouveau interior, this
long-established outlet has a range of upmarket
giftware as well as quality clothing.

istiklal 314, Beyoglu. Sells a range of
well-designed wares that add the finishing touches
to the homes of many middle- and upper-class
Istanbullus — from cruet sets to juicers, dinner
services to clocks. Some of its glass products,
made up the Bosphorus in its Beykoz factory, are
worth looking out for.

For background on buying leather see p.61. Note that you run less chance of
getting ripped off if you shop at one of the classier outlets listed below than in the

Grand Bazaar.

Akmerkez Mall, Nisbetiye Cad, Etiler.
Excellent-quality leather goods — coats, jackets, bags,
shoes and other accessories. Classic rather than
cutting-edge, but then most people don’t want to
make a short-lived fashion mistake at these prices.

Yesil Gimen Sok 17, Besiktas. also at
Akmerkez Mall; Bagdat Cad 381, Suadiye; and
Akkavak Sok 18, Nisantagi. Derishow is noted for
its fine-quality leather goods.
Abdi Ipekgi Cad 5, also at Istiklal Cad 140,
Beyoglu; and Akmerkez, Capitol and Galleria
shopping malls. Top-quality Turkish designs.

Kiirkiicliler Cad 22/46, Kapali Garsl.
Established in 1960, this specialist leather shop in
the Grand Bazaar runs up stuff for the likes of
Armani and Dolce&Gabbana. Needless to say, it's
not cheap, but it does have a good reputation —
your wallet may be considerably lighter after a
purchase, but you won’t have been “done”.

Akmerkez Mall, Nisbetiye Cad, Etiler.
Everything in leather from this quality Turkish
store, including wallets, handbags, belts and
briefcases.

Turkish music aside, you’ll find a good general selection of world music, classical,
pop and jazz in the music shops listed below and in the many outlets on Istiklal
Caddesi and in the shopping malls. International CDs are often pricier than
elsewhere in Europe, as there’s no real discounting, but Turkish CDs are consider-
ably cheaper. Traditional musical instruments are on sale in the Grand Bazaar,



though prices are much better at any one of the myriad instrument shops on and
around Galipdede Caddesi, near the upper Tiinel station in Beyoglu.

Kanyon Mall. Chain that stocks a decent
range of traditional and contemporary Turkish
sounds, as well as foreign CDs, DVDs, computer
accessories, books, magazines and games. Other
branches across the city.

Galipdede Cad 1, Tiinel, Beyoglu. Funky
old-style music store, the best place for traditional
Turkish music CDs but even more so for jazz. The

staff know their stuff — aided, no doubt, by the
continuity of a business that’s been going for nigh
on fifty years.

Galipdede Cad 103/B, Beyoglu. A
good choice on “music alley”, stocked with reason-
ably priced quality guitars, baglama, saz, ud,
darasbuka and other traditional Turkish
instruments.

Looked at in a positive way, an American-style mall is just a modern version of a
bazaar — and whilst their food courts may boast a McDonald’s or Burger King, there
are far more outlets knocking out traditional Turkish fare such as pide, lahmacun

and kdfte.

Bilytikdere Cad 22, Sigli. Conveniently
located close to Levent metro, this is said to be the
largest mall in Europe. Set over six storeys, it's
very popular with Istanbullus, and boasts the
inevitable multiplex.

Tesvikiye Cad 162, Nisantasi. Upmarket
addition to the city’s mall scene, well designed,
with sleek Art Deco lines. It's exclusive and mainly
fashion-orientated — think Louis Vuitton,

Dolce&Gabbana, Paul Gaultier and the like. There’s
an attached luxury multi-screen cinema and a few
posh eateries.

Biiyiikdere Cad 185, Levent. Take the
metro to Levent for this “open air” canyon-shaped,
four-storey, state-of-the-art shopping mall.
Features most popular Western consumer chains
and has an extremely plush cinema.

For a lively atmosphere it’s worth heading out to one of the city’s famous street
markets. Most now concentrate on fresh fruit, vegetables, olives, cheese and
other foodstuffs — along with cheap (often fake designer-ware) clothing and

household essentials.

Fatih. Held every Wednesday
and occupying the narrow streets close to Fatih
Cami, this is the most authentic of the city’s
markets, but better for fruit, vegetables and the like
than bargain clothing.

0On the waterfront, next to the ferry
terminal. The daily market sells mainly arty crafts
and upmarket souvenirs, though there are some

Most airlines have their offices around
Taksim Square, Eimadag and the business districts
of Sigli/Levent further north. THY (Turkish Airlines;
@444 0849, @ www.turkishairlines.com), is the
semi-privatized state carrier offering the widest
range of domestic and international flights.
Anadolujet (444 2538, @ www.anadolujet.com
.r), Atlas Jet (444 3387, @ www.atlasjet.com),

antiques and retro items to be found. The best day
to go is Sunday.

Kadikdy. Held on Tuesdays, Fridays and
Sundays, this large market has the typical mix of
fresh produce and cheap clothing, with Sundays
seeing the stallholders knocking out bric-a-brac
and antiques.

Pegasus Airlines (D444 0737, @ www.flypgs.com),
Onur Air (®0212/233 3800, ® www.onurair.com
tr) and Sunexpress (D444 0797, @ www.sune
xpresss.com) also run domestic flights (see “Travel
details”, p.154), Pegasus and Sunexpress also have
some international flights. For international
services, contact: Air France ©0212/310 1919;
Alitalia ©0212/315 1900; Balkan Bulgarian Airlines
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®0212/245 2456; British Airways ®0212/317
6600; EI-Al ©0212/246 5303; Emirates Airlines
®0212/315 4545; KLM ®0212/310 1900; Kuwait
Airlines ©0212/240 4081; Lufthansa ©0212/315
3434; Northern Cyprus—Turkish Airlines
®0212/274 6932; Olympic Airways ®0212/247
3701; Qantas ®0212/240 3532; Singapore Airlines
®0212/232 3706; Swiss ® 0212/349 9900.

Atatiirk airport (®0212/465 5555, @ www
.ataturkairport.com): Havas (® 0212/465 4700)
runs buses to the airport from Cumhuriyet Cad,
Taksim, near the THY office, picking up at Tepebasi
and Aksaray; departures every 30min on the hour
(daily 4am—1am; 10TL), journey time 30—40min,
depending on traffic. Sabiha Gokgen airport
(®0216/585 5000, @ www.sgairport.com) has
Havas buses running hourly, on the hour, to Taksim
from 4am—1am for 12TL, journey time around 1hr.
A number of travel agents on Divan Yolu Cad, as
well as most hotels in Sultanahmet, Beyoglu and
Taksim, can arrange an airport transfer.

Exchange offices (doviz)
around Emindnii, Sultanahmet and Taksim, and on
most main city thoroughfares, change cash. Many
ask for commission, but if you change a decent
amount and ask they will usually do it for free;
open daily from 9am to 8pm (sometimes later in
peak season). There are also exchange offices at
the airport (24hr), Esenler otogar (daily 8.30am—
11pm) and Sirkeci station (daily 9am—-5pm).
Opening hours for banks are Mon—Fri
9am-12.30pm & 1.30-5pm, though the larger
branches of Garanti Bankasi stay open through
lunch; major banks have ATMs, some of which also
dispense euros. Bank rates are generally better
than ddviz, especially at the Ziraat Bankas!.

All the following are based at
Esenler ofogar. Baris (bay 37 @ 0212/658 0595),
for northeast Anatolia; Has Diyarbakir (®444 1121)
for southeast Anatolia; Kamil Kog (bays 144-146
®0212/658 2000, @ www.kamilkoc.com.tr), to
Ankara and southern resorts; Mersin (bay 8
®0212/658 3535), for the east; Metro (bays
51-52 @444 3455, @ www.metroturizm.com.tr)
for the Black Sea coast; Géreme Turizm
(®0212/658 1213) Nevtur (®444/5050) or
Nevsehir Seyahat (® 444 5050), for Cappadocia;
(Ozkaymak (®0212/658 0475, @ www.ozkaymak
.com.tr) for Konya and the southwest Mediterra-
nean; Pamukkale (bays 41-42 ®0212/658 2222,
@ www.pammukkaleturizm.com.tr), to the west
and southern coasts; Ulusoy (bay 127 ®444 1818,
@ www.ulusoy.com.tr), to major cities and the
Black Sea coast; Varan (bays 1-2 ® 444 8999,
@ www.varan.com.tr), for western and southern
destinations including nonstop luxury services to

Ankara, izmir and south-coast resorts. Also, see
“Travel details” at the end of the chapter.
Avis, Atatiirk airport ®0212/465 3455,
Sabiha Gokeen airport ©0216/585 5154 and
Abdiilhakhamit Cad, inal Apt 72/A, Elmadag
®0212/297 9610, W www.avis.com.tr; Europcar,
Atatiirk airport ®0212/465 3695, and Topgu
Cad 1, Taksim ®0212/254 7710; Hertz, Atatiirk
airport ®0212/465 5999, Sabiha Gokgen airport
@®0216/588 0141 or Ye dikuyular Cad 4/1,
Elmadag & 0212/225 6404.
Australia, Asker Ocagi Cad 15,
Eimadag, Sigli ®0212/243 1333; Canada, Istiklal
Cad 373/5 ©0212/251 9838; New Zealand,
Yesilgimen Sok 75, lhlamur ®0212/327 2211;
South Africa (Honorary Consul) Alarko Centre,
Musallim Naci Cad 113-115, Ortakdy ® 0212/260
378; UK, Mesrutiyet Cad 34, Tepebasi, Beyoglu
®0212/293 7540; US Kaplicalar Mevkii Sok 2,
istinye & 0212/335 9000.
Alternatives to the practices in the
German and American hospitals (see Hospitals
below) both with English-speaking staff, are
Prodent-Can Ergene, Valikonagi Cad 109/5,
Nisantasi ®0212/230 4635 and Reha Sezgin,
Halaskargazi Cad 48/9, Harbiye ® 0212/240 3322.
Ambulance ®112; Fire ®110;
Police ®155.

Most central, and the most frequented by
tourists, are the Cemberlitag Hamam (see p.109)
near the Grand Bazaar, the nearby Cagaloglu
Hamam) and the Galatasaray Hamam on Turnacibasi
Sok, Beyoglu (daily: men 8am-8pm, women
8am-—8pm; bath 24TL, massage 13TL extra).

The Taksim First Aid Hospital (Taksim
ilkyardim Hastanesi) at Siraselviler Cad 112, Taksim
®0212/252 4300, is state-run and deals with
emergencies only; patients are often referred on to
one of the hospitals listed below. For emergencies,
as well as regular doctor’s appointments, private
foreign hospitals are better, though more expensive
than the state hospitals, which are understaffed
and overcrowded. One of the city’s best equipped
is the American Hospital (Amerikan Hastanesi),
Giizelbahge Sok 20, Nisantasi (0212/311 2000,
@ www.ameikanhastanesi.com.tr). The German
Hospital, at Siraselviler Cad 119, Taksim
(®0212/293 2150, @ www.almanhastanesi.com
.tr), also has a dental and eye clinic.

Many istanbul hotels and hostels
have wi-fi and/or an internet terminal for guests to
use, plus there are internet cafés all over town.
Well-located places include Otanik Internet Café,
Alaykoskii Cad 2, Cagaloglu (Sultanahmet) and
Robin Hood, off istiklal Cad on Yeni Gargi Cad 24
(Beyoglu).



Left-luggage offices (Emanet in
Turkish) can be found at Atatiirk airport (open 24hr,
15TL standard size bags, 20TL large bags), Esenler
and Harem otogars and Sirkeci and Haydarpasa
train stations also have left-luggage facilities.

Pharmacies (Eczane) are found
everywhere and Turkish pharmacists are qualified
to give injections, take blood pressure and treat
minor wounds. In each istanbul neighbourhood they
take turns in providing a 24hr service called
Ndbetgi. At night, the Ndbetgi rota is posted on the
window of the other pharmacies.

Reports of theft or loss should be made to
the Tourist Police, located in a prominent blue
wooden building at Yerebatan Cad 6, Sultanahmet
(®0212/527 4503); there are English-speaking
officers on the premises 24hr a day. Any
commercial misdealings should be reported to the
Zabita (market police) offices found all over town,
including a handy one in Sultanahmet, at the far
end of the Hippodrome.

The main post office (PTT) is on
Biiyiik Posthane Cad in Sirkeci, not far from the
train station (8.30am-5.30pm for full postal
services, 24hr section for stamps and phone-
calls). Other branch offices — including that at
Cumhuriyet Cad in Taksim Square, are open daily
8.30am-12.30pm and 1.30-5pm. Smaller branch
offices are usually open Mon—Fri 8am—3pm.
Address poste restante (general delivery) mail to
Biiyiik PTT, Biiylik Posthane Cad, Sirkeci.

For a substantial fee (45TL up to
well over a 100TL at weekends) you can use the
pools in the major hotels including; Ceylan
Intercontinental Asker Ocag Cad 1, Taksim, which
has the great advantage of being centrally located

in Taksim, with a large, heated outdoor pool and
pool bar. The Ciragan Palace Hotel Kempinski
Ciragan Cad 32, Besiktas indoor and outdoor pools
in one of the city’s most expensive hotels. The
Enka Sports Club Sadi Giilcelik Spor Merkezi,
istinye has a multi-purpose gym (and a swimming
pool and tennis courts) but is inconveniently
located in this Bosphorus suburb, the Hilton on
Cumhuriyet Cad, Harbiye has a fitness centre as
well, whilst the monstrous Ritz Carlton on Asker
Ocagi Cad in ElImadag has indoor and outdoor lap
pools, and stunning views over the Bosphorus and
the rest of the city.

istanbul has two phone-number
prefixes, one for Europe, one for Asia, which must
be used when calling the opposite shore; Europe
®0212, Asia ®0216. Local and international calls
can be made from any public booth, at the PTTs
(post offices) or TT (Tiirk Telekom) centres. Useful
clusters of booths can be found in Sultanahmet,
Taksim Square and Sirkeci train station. Most
accept “Smart” phonecards, which can be bought
at PTT counters, newsagent kiosks and shops.

Travel agents are concentrated

along Divan Yolu Cad in Sultanahmet and
Cumhuriyet Cad in Taksim. Most can book
destinations anywhere in Turkey, and arrange
hotel stays, car rental and transfers to the airport
or bus station: try Pasifik, Divan Yolu Cad 34,
(®0212/512 3050, W www.pasifiktravel.com) or,
better, Turista Travel, Divan Yolu Cad 16,
(®0212/518 6570, @ www.turistatravel.com. For
budget tours, bus tickets and backpacker travel,
contact Backpackers Travel, Yeni Akbiyik Cad 22,
Sultanahmet (®0212/638 6343, @ www
.backpackerstravel.com).

The 30km strait known as the Bosphorus divides Europe and Asia and connects
the Marmara and Black seas, its width varying from 660m to 4.5km. Its name
derives from the Greek myth of Io, lover of Zeus, whom the god transformed into
a cow to conceal her from his jealous wife Hera. She plunged into the straits to
escape a gadfly, hence Bosphorus, or “Ford of the Cow”.

Around 80,000 cargo ships, oil tankers and ocean liners pass through the strait each
year, while for residents and visitors alike the Bosphorus remains Istanbul’s most
important transport artery. The passenger ferries and sea-buses that weave their way
up and down from shore to shore provide one of the city’s real highlights: along the
way are imperial palaces and ancient fortresses interspersed with small fishing villages
and wooden yalis (waterside mansions). Despite its pollution the Bosphorus is also
full of fish — from swordfish to hamsi (a small fish belonging to the anchovy family).

It’s possible to explore the Bosphorus by ferry and bus under your own steam
(make sure you have an IDO ferry timetable and buy plenty of jetonlar for the
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ferries and buses in advance) but most people prefer the ease of the Bosphorus
Tour (see p.88). To ensure a good outside seat in summer, arrive at least half an
hour before departure.

The European shore is very built-up to the second Bosphorus bridge. The
villages turned sunburbs of Arnavutkdy and Bebek, popular haunts of the rich, are
pretty enough when viewed from a boat. Further north, the fish restaurants in the
villages of Sariyer and Rumeli Kavagi make pleasant destinations for lunch or
dinner. West of Sariyer is the Belgrade Forest, offering quiet, rural surroundings
in Istanbul’s nearest tract of woodland. There are several ferry options on the
European side or catch the very useful #25/E bus, which runs from the Kabatas
tram terminal along the coast to Rumeli Kavag.

From Ortakdy the coast road runs north under the kilometre-long Atatiirk bridge,
completed in 1973. A couple of kilometres beyond it is Arnavutkéy, famous for its
line of yalis, wooden waterfront mansions with their boat moorings carved out
beneath them. A fifteen-minute walk further up the strait is affluent BEBEK. Both
suburbs have a number of trendy eateries. If you arrive by boat, to the left of the jetty
is Bebek’s most famous building, the peeling, waterfront Hidiv Saray1 (Khedive’s
Palace), an Art Nouveau-style mansion belonging to the Egyptian consulate.

A fifteen-minute walk along the promenade north of Bebek, is the impressive
fortress of Rumeli Hisar1 (Tues—Sun 9am—4.30pm; 3TL). Grander than its
counterpart, Andalou Hisari, across the strait, this Ottoman fortress was
constructed in four months in 1452, before the Ottoman conquest of the city. It
houses a small open-air theatre, providing a summer-evening venue for concerts
and plays, particularly during the International Music Festival (see p.138). The
fortress lies in the shadow of the second Bosphorus bridge, the Fatih Sultan
Mehmet bridge. Completed in 1988, it’s amongst the world’s longest suspension
bridges (1090m), and spans the Bosphorus at the point where King Darius of Persia
crossed the straits by pontoon bridge in 512 BC.

EMIRGAN is notable for its fine park and the excellent Sakip Sabanci Museum
(Sakip Sabanci Miizesi: Tues, Fri & Sun 10am—6pm, Wed 10am—10pm, Sat
10am—7pm; 10TL). Located in a beautifully restored 1920s villa just behind the
waterfront, the museum boasts some exquisite examples of Ottoman calligraphy
and hosts a varied and prestigious number of temporary exhibitions, which have
included Picasso and Dali. A couple of kilometres further up the Bosphorus is
swanky Yenikdy (a stop on the Bosphorus Tour), the most expensive place on the
Istanbul Monopoly board, and Biiyiikdere, with public transport links to the
Belgrade Forest. Also a stop on the Bosphorus Cruise is Sariyer, around 5km north
of Yenikdy, worth visiting for the Sadberk Hanim Museum, Biiyiikdere Cad
27-29 (Sadberk Hanim Miizesi; daily except Wed 10am—5pm; 7TL), with its
beautifully displayed assortment of archeological and ethnographical objects. It’s
300m south of the Sariyer jetty; bus #25/E to Sariyer from Kabatas, the #25/T
from Taksim and #40/B from Besiktas pass by.

The last village on the European Bosphorus shore is RUMELI KAVAGI, a 2km
dolmus or short ferry ride from Sariyer. Nicer than Sariyer, with more of a village
feel, it’s no more than a string of houses, with some simple fish restaurants
clustered around its ferry terminal. The easiest way to get here is on the Bosphorus
Tour, when restaurant owners expectantly await the arrival of the ferry. There is
a local ferry connecting Rumeli Kavag: with Anadolu Kavag: on the opposite
Asian shore, and with Sariyer.
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Several kilometres west of Sariyer, off the main road to Kilyos in the Istranca hills,
Belgrade Forest (Belgrad Ormanlar1) was originally a hunting preserve of the
Ottomans. The pine, oak and beech forest is now a popular retreat from the city.
It’s most easily reached by car though determined non-drivers can take a dolmus
from Sirmacilar Sok in the suburb of Biiyiikdere, on the Bosphorus, to the village
of BAHGEKOQY, on the east side of the forest. From here it is a 1.5km walk to

Biiyiik Bend reservoir and the largest picnic ground in the forest, where there’s
a tea garden and an exercise area in the trees
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A sophisticated system of dams, reservoirs, water towers and aqueducts is still in
evidence around the forest, which supplied Istanbul with most of its fresh water
during Byzantine and Ottoman times. The most impressive of the aqueducts is the
Uzun or Long Aqueduct, a 1km walk south of Biiyilk Bend beyond Kemer
Burgaz. Its tiers of tall, pointed arches were built by Sinan for Siileyman the
Magnificent in 1563. Close to the reservoir are the remains of Belgrade village; the
name came about after the capture of Belgrade in 1521, when a community of
Serbian well-diggers, prisoners of war of Siileyman, were settled here to take over
the upkeep of the water-supply system.

On the Asian side of the Bosphorus are vast suburbs and small villages, all virtually
unknown to tourists. The Bosphorus Tour (see p.88) calls in at the suburb of
Kanlica on the way to its final stop Anadolu Kavag, the last village on the Asian
side. Buses run here (stopping at the villages and suburbs in between) from
Uskiidar’s main bus station in front of the Iskele Camii and ferry terminal, with the
#15 running from Uskiidar as far as Beykoz, the #15/A onto Anadolu Kavag:.

Just 500m north of the first (Atatiirk) Bosphorus bridge, is the Beylerbeyi
Palace (daily except Mon & Thurs 9.30am—5pm; guided tours 8TL), a nineteenth-
century white marble summer residence and guesthouse of the Ottoman sultans.
The interior decoration was designed by Sultan Abdiilaziz himself, while some of
the furniture, including the matching dining chairs in the harem and the seldmlik,
was carved by Sultan Abdiilhamid II during his six years of imprisonment here up
to his death in 1918. CENGELKOY is a pretty village, a short walk from Beyler-
beyi, around the next bend of the Bosphorus. Its main landmark building, the
kuleli, once served as a hospital under the direction of Florence Nightingale in the
Crimean War, though it’s currently closed to the public.

A ten-minute bus ride from Cengelkdy is Kiigiiksu Kasr1, sometimes known as
Goksu Palace (daily except Mon & Thurs 9.30am—4pm; 4TL), which takes both
its names from the two nearby streams that empty into the Bosphorus. Built by
Nikogos Balian, son of the architect of Dolmabahge, its exterior is highly ornate
— the Rococo carving is best seen from the Bosphorus, the intended approach. The
whole of the palace interior is decorated with lace and carpets from Hereke, lit by
Bohemian crystal chandeliers and the floors are mahogany, inlaid with rose- and
almond-wood and ebony. On the north bank of the Géksu stands the Ottoman
fortress of Anadolu Hisar1 (always open; free), beneath the towering Fatih bridge.
Just beyond is Kanlica, a stop on the Bosphorus Cruise but of interest only for its
yoghurt, usually served sprinkled with icing sugar.

The last call on the Bosphorus Tour from Emindnii is ANADOLU KAVAGI,
where the boat stops for a couple of hours. The village has a distinct, if dilapidated,
charm — balconied houses with boat-mooring stations overlook the Bosphorus.
The waterfront and main street have some decent fish restaurants and food
stands, which is just as well as the longest stop on the Bosphorus Cruise is here.
Sprawling across an overgrown hilltop above the town, is the Byzantine fortress
(always open; free) from which the village takes its name. It affords excellent views
of the Bosphorus, and, approaching from above you’ll see various Greek
inscriptions and even the imperial logo of the Paleologus dynasty (a cross with the
letter “b” in each corner, which stands for “King of Kings, who Kings it over
Kings”). To get to the fortress, take Mirsah Hamam Sokak from the dock and walk
uphill for half an hour. From the jetty back in the village, catch bus #15, then
#15/A, back to Uskiidar.



The romantic Princes’ Islands, with their charming waterfront villages, fin-de-
siécle architecture, wooded hills and rocky coves, have always been a favourite
retreat from the mainland. Set in the Sea of Marmara between 15km and 30km
southeast of the city, the islands are easily accessible by ferry from Istanbul and can
be very crowded in summer, especially at weekends. Cars are banned on the
islands, so transport is either by foot, phacton (horse-drawn carriage), bike or
donkey. Their proximity to the city make them an easy, enjoyable and very cheap
day-trip, but if you do wish to overnight you’ll find accommodation both over-
priced and, especially on summer weekends, hard to come by.

The copper mines of Chalkitis (Heybeliada) were famed in antiquity, but though
long since exhausted they are still visible near Cam Limani. In the Byzantine era,
numerous convents and monasteries were built on the islands, which soon became
luxurious prisons for banished emperors, empresses and princes (often after they
had been blinded). The islands were neglected by the conquering Ottoman Turks
and became a place of refuge for Greek, Armenian and Jewish communities.

In 1846 a ferry service was established and the islands became popular with Pera’s
wealthy merchants and bankers, becoming Istanbul’s favourite summer resort after
the establishment of the Republic in 1923. Mosques began to appear in the
villages, and hotels and apartment buildings soon followed. A Turkish naval
college was established on Heybeliada and Atatiirk’s private yacht was moored here
as a training ship.

Sivriada, uninhabited and unvisitable, gained public notoriety in 1911 when all the
stray dogs in Istanbul were rounded up, shipped out there and left to starve; while
Yassiada is best known as a prison island, used for the detention of political prisoners.

IDO ferries run from the Adalar terminal in Kabatas, at the end of the tramline,
to Biiyiikada, Heybeliada and Burgazada (summer 17 daily Mon—Sat from
6.50am, Sunday 17 daily from 7.30am; winter 9 daily Mon—Sat from 6.50am,
3TL o/w). Journey time to Biiyiikada around 1 hour 30 minutes. There is also a
quicker sea-bus (deniz otobiis) service from Kabatas to Biiyiikada, Heybeliada and
Burgazada (12 daily, much less frequently in winter; 25-45min; 7TL each way).
Make sure you arrive early as queues can be massive.

Island hopping among the four larger islands — Biiyiikada, Heybeliada, Burgazada
and Kinaliada — is easy, but check ferry times at the dock as the service is notoriously
changeable. An akbil or a handful of jefons makes island hopping easier.

Bityiikada (the “Great Island”, the original Prinkipo, or “Prince’s Island”, in Greek) is
the largest of the islands and has long been inhabited by minorities. Leon Trotsky
lived here from 1929 to 1933, spending most of his time at Izzet Pasa Koskit, an
attractive wooden mansion on Cankaya Caddesi. Large mansions like the one
Trostsky lived in tend to have beautiful gardens full of magnolia, mimosa and jasmine,
and in the surrounding pine forests myrtle, lilac and rock roses grow wild, so the
scents of the island on a summer’s evening are one of its most memorable aspects.
The island consists of two hills, both surmounted by monasteries. The southern-
most, Yiice Tepe, is the location of the Monastery of St George, probably on
the site of a twelfth-century building. In Byzantine times the monastery was used
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as an insane asylum and iron rings set into the floor of the chapels were used for
restraining the inmates. Next to it is a decent café with superb views. To reach the
monastery, take a phaeton to the small park on the main road that goes over the
hill, from where a steep path leads up several hundred metres to the monastery.
Alternatively, take a donkey from the stables at the bottom of this path.

The monastery on the northern hill, isa Tepe, is a nineteenth-century building.
Three families still inhabit the precincts and there are services in the chapel on
Sundays. The adjacent café is famous for its wine; at one time this was produced
at the monastery itself.

Ferries and sea-buses dock at two adjacent terminals on Biiyiik Iskele Caddesi in
Biiyiikada’s main town, from where the main square and most of the hotels,
restaurants and shops are just a short walk away. With motor vehicles banned,
there are bike rental shops (15TL per day) everywhere. Phaeton (horse-and-
carriage) tours (for up to four people; short tour 35TL, long tour 40TL) leave from
the phacton park off the main square on Isa Celebi Sokak, 50m above the ferry
terminal. Donkey rides (about 8TL per ride) up the hills start from a little park
found just up Kadayoran Caddesi from the centre of town.

Accommodation is uniformly expensive, though the chance to stay in a
grand restored mansion may be appealing. There are lots of good fish restau-
rants along the shore to the left of the ferry terminal. One street back from the
shore road, Iskele Caddesi has a selection of cheaper cafés, selling all the usual
Turkish dishes.

Accommodation Eating and drinking

iskele Meyd ®216/382

1628, @ www.buyukadaprincess.com. Offers
neatly furnished a/c rooms with TV and minibar in
a nineteenth-century building with pool. Prices
may be negotiable, and drop anyway at the
beginning and end of the season by up to twenty
percent.

Nisan Cad 23 ®216/382 6950,
@ www.splendidhotel.com. Dating from 1908, and
once host to Edward VIl and Wallis Simpson, it has
serious fin-de-siécle grandeur, with cupolas,
balconies, a good restaurant, excellent service and
a garden with a swimming pool.

Gilistan Cad 20. Period
waterfront restaurant to the left of the jetty,
frequented by Atatlirk in the 1930s. It's a friendly
place with white tablecloths. Farmed-fish meals
from 15TL, sea-caught fish from 70TL a kilo, and
the usual selection of meze. Alcohol served.

Aya Yorgi, Yiice Tepe.
Excellent restaurant with beautiful views from its
location atop Yiice Tepe. The food is freshly
prepared and hearty, with deep-fried, cheese-filled
borek one of the highlights. The home-made chips
are delicious. A satisfying lunch with a beer will set
you back 15-20TL.

Heybeliada, the “Island of the Saddlebag”, has managed to retain much of its
village identity. The main point of interest is the nineteenth-century, hill-top
Greek Orthodox School of Theology, the Aya Triada Manastiri. It’s a pleasant
fifteen-minute walk through pine forest (or take a phaeton; see “Practicalities”,
below), but getting inside the compound is by appointment only (©0216/351
8563; Mon—Sat 10am—noon & 2—4pm; free). You'll need to prove scholarship
credentials to view the library of 230,000 books, including an important collection
of Byzantine manuscripts. The building is set in beautiful grounds, and encloses a
pretty, eight-hundred-year-old church, with a stunning gilt iconostasis.

Other buildings you might come across during a stroll around the island include
the Heybeliada Sanatorium, a private home for TB sufferers located off Cam
Liman1 Yolu on the south side of the island. The Naval High School (Deniz Harp



Okulu), on the east side of the island, along the coast road from the main jetty, was
originally the Naval War Academy, situated here since 1852. There is also a further
Orthodox church, that of Aya Nikola, a prominent red-and-cream building with
a curious clocktower, just behind the waterfront in the town centre.

There are several beaches around the island, though swimming in the polluted
waters is at your own risk.

Ferries and sea-buses arrive at Heybeliada ferry terminal on the main quayside of
Rihtim Caddesi. Walking and cycling are good ways to enjoy Heybeliada, its pine
forests and hills making for scenic rides and rambles; there’s bike rental near the
quayside at Imrali Sok 3. Phaeton tours of the island are also available (short tours
for 25TL, longer ones 30TL).

The island is more low-key and accommodation is cheaper than neighbouring
Biiyiikada, though booking in advance is recommended, particularly at weekends.
The restaurants cater to locals all year round and consequently there are plenty to
choose from — generally good, simple and cheap, offering standard lokanta, kebab
and pide fare; most are situated on Ayyildiz Caddesi.

Refah Sehitler Cad 88 comfortable enough. Note that prices rise by fifty
®0216/351 0025, @ www.merithotels.com. percent on Friday and Saturday nights. No
Nineteenth-century villa, restored in dubious taste breakfast.
by the Merit Hotel group as the only five-star hotel Ayyildiz Cad 74 ©216/351
on the islands, incorporating gymnasium, jacuzzi 9388, W www.halkiprenset.com. This converted
and outdoor pool. apartment building with wood-trimmed exterior

Ayyildiz Cad 41 ®0216/351 offers reasonable value, despite most rooms not
1866, @ www.adalar-ozdemirpansiyon.com. having views. Friendly management, comfortable
Cheapest option on the island, with tiny chalet- rooms with immaculate modern bathrooms, and
type en-suite rooms with a shower over squat central heating in winter. Prices, which include

loos, plus larger rooms in the main block. Both are :  breakfast, rise fifty percent at weekends.

The other two islands served by public ferry are Burgazada and Kinaliada, both small
and relatively unspoilt, though holiday homes now outnumber those of permanent
residents. In winter the villages around their jetties are practically ghost towns.

Burgazada has a fascinating small museum (Tues—Fri 10am—noon & 2—5pm, Sat
10am—noon; free) at Burgaz Cayir1 Sok 15, on the other side of the square from
the church of St John the Baptist (the dome of which is the town’s most prominent
landmark). The museum is dedicated to the novelist Sait Faik (often described as
the Turkish Mark Twain), who lived here, and the house has been so carefully
preserved that you feel you're trespassing. In the writer’s bedroom a pair of
pyjamas is neatly folded on the bed, with a towel on the rack beside it. You get an
immediate impression of the man, whose exceptional character is evidenced by the
simple bohemian style of furnishings in his island home.

Kinaliada, “Henna Island”, takes its name from the red colouring of its
eastern cliffs; in Greek it was known as Proti, since it’s the nearest of the islands
to the mainland. Like Heybeliada, Kinalada’s history is notable for exiles,
including Romanus IV Diogenes, deposed after his disastrous defeat at the
Battle of Manzikert by the Selguk Turks. Today, its population is seventy
percent Armenian. The island is rather bare and barren and is probably the least
impressive of all as it is covered in houses. However, it’s a favourite for
swimming and its beaches are less polluted by sewage than those of the other
three islands.
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Buses

The main bus terminals are at on the
European side, and on the Asian side. See
“Arrival” (p.81) for more information on each station
and “Listings”, p.146, for company contact details).
(served by Ulusoy, Dagistanli,
Metro, Bircik, Baris): Artvin (1 daily; 22hr); Hopa
(3 daily; 19hr); Rize (4 daily; 19hr); Samsun
(4 daily; 9hr); Trabzon (9 daily; 18hr).

(served by Géreme Turizm, NevTur
and Nevsehir Seyahat): Avanos (5 daily; 11hr);
Goreme (5 daily; 11hr); Nevsehir (5 daily; 11hr);
Urgiip (5 daily; 11hr 30min).

(served by Mersin): Antakya (2 daily;
17hr); Antep (4 daily; 20hr); Diyarbakir (3 daily; 19hr);
Dogubeyazit (1 daily; 24hr); Erzurum (3 daily; 24hr);
Gaziantep (several daily; 16hr); Konya (7 daily; 10hr);
Mardin (1 daily; 22hr); Urfa (1 daily; 21hr).

(served by
Varan, Ulusoy, Pamukkale, Kamil Kog): Adana
(several daily; 14hr); Alanya (12 daily; 15hr);
Antakya (2 daily; 17hr); Antalya (several in the
evening from 6pm; 12hr); Ayvalik (hourly; 8hr);
Bodrum (hourly; 12hr); Datca (1 daily; 17hr); Fethiye
(3 daily in the evening; 14hr); izmir (hourly; 10hr);
Kusadasi (5 daily; 9hr); Marmaris (4 daily; 13hr);
Side (several in the evening from 6pm; 14hr).
(served by Kamil Kog, Pamukkale,
Varan, Uludar Hakiki Kog): Ankara (several hourly;
5-6hr); Bandirma (hourly; 5hr); Bursa (hourly; 3hr);
Ganakkale (hourly; 5hr 30min); Denizli (3 daily;
10hr); Edirne (hourly; 2hr 30min); Kitahya (6 daily;
5hr 30min).
Bulgaria (with Avar, Alpar and
Metro): Sofya (several daily; 12hr). Georgia
(Mahmudoglu): Tiflis (daily; 30hr). Greece (with
Ulusoy and Varan): Athens (2 weekly; 22hr 30min);
Thessaloniki (2 weekly; 12hr 30min). Russia (with
Ortadogu): Moscow (2 weekly; 36hr).

Trains

Most train services to the rest of Turkey depart
from (®0216/336 4470 or 337
9911) on the Asian side. International trains to
Europe, and local trains to Turkey’s European
peninsula, depart from (®0212/527 0050
or 527 0051) on the European side.

to: Adana (3 weekly; 18hr
50min); Afyon (3 daily; 13hr 30min); Ankara
(3 daily; 8hr 35min; regular train to Eskigehir/fast
train onto Ankara; 4 daily, 5hr 30min);

Denizli (daily; 14hr 45min; Erzurum (daily; 31hr);
Eskisehir (3 daily; 3hr 45min); Gaziantep (3 weekly;
38hr 40min); Halep (weekly; 17hr 20min, sleeper
95TL); Kars (daily; 36hr); Kayseri (3 weekly; 21hr);
Konya (daily; 13hr); Tatvan (3 weekly; 39hr 45min);
Tehran (weekly; 68hr; sleeper 99TL).

to: Budapest (1 daily at 11am;
33hr); via Sofya (13hr 40min; Pullman 45TL,
sleeper 63TL) and Bucharest (18hr; Pullman 83TL,
sleeper 125TL) — change at Budapest for onward
services to Prague, Venice and Vienna; Thessaloniki
(1 daily at 9pm; 12hr 33min; sleeper €48;
connections to Athens at 10.21pm,; sleeper €73);
Edirne (2 daily at 3.50pm; 6hr 10min).

Ferries

The main (®0212/444 4436,
@www.ido.com.tr) are from Yenikapi (see p.84).

to: Bandirma (hizli feribotlari 4 daily,
more at weekends; 2hr; many connect with the
train to izmir; deniz otobiisleri 2 weekly); Giizelyal
(for Bursa) (hizli feribotlar at least 2 daily; deniz
otoblisleri 6 weekly mid-June to end Aug);
Marmara islands (deniz otobiisleri; mid- to end
June & early to mid-Sept 2 daily; July & Aug 6
daily; 2hr 35min to Marmara, 3hr to Avga); Yalova
(huzh feribotlar at least 7 daily; 1hr; deniz
otobdisleri 1 daily).

Flights

Domestic flights depart from either Atatiirk airport
on the European side or (fewer) from Sabiha
Gokeen airport on the Asian side. See “Listings”,
p.145, for airline contact details and “By plane” on
p.40 for more information on the carriers.

to: Adana
(at least 17 daily; 1hr 30min); Ankara (at least
25 daily; 1hr 5min); Antalya (at least 20 daily;
1hr 5min); Bodrum (at least 11 daily; 1hr);
Dalaman (at least 6 daily; 1hr 10min); Denizli
(2 daily; 1hr 10min); Diyarbakir (at least 10 daily;
1hr 45min); Erzurum (at least 4 daily; 1hr 50min);
Gaziantep (at least 6 daily; 1hr 40min); izmir
(at least 18 daily; 1hr); Kars (direct 2 daily; 2hr;
via Ankara 3 daily; at least 3hr 25min); Kayseri
(at least 4 daily; 1hr 25min); Konya (3 daily;
1hr 15min); Malatya (at least 4 daily; 1hr 30min);
Mardin (1 daily direct; 2hr; 3 daily via Ankara;
at least 4hr 10min); Samsun (at least 6 daily; 1hr
15min); Sanliurfa (2 daily; 1hr 50min); Trabzon
(at least 10 daily; Thr 35min); Van (at least
4 daily; 2hr 5min).
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CHAPTER 2

Selimiye Camii The master-
piece of architect Mimar Sinan,
considered to be the finest
mosque in Turkey.

Kirkpinar festival Wrestlers
slicked down head-to-toe in
olive oil battle it out every July
in a 650-year-old tournament
at Edirne.

Beaches at Kiyikdy Despite
their proximity to istanbul,
the most pristine, unspoilt
beaches on the Black Sea, if
not the country.

Termal Get steamy at
Termal’s near-scalding hot
springs, where people have

Highlights

taken the waters since Roman
times.

iznik Sleepy lakeside town
nestled in an olive-mantled
valley, famous for its
sixteenth-century tile craft,
now revived.

Bursa’s Koza Hani
Centrepiece of Bursa’s
covered bazaar, occupied
by silk-breeders at the early
summer auction.

Cumalikizik A finely
preserved Ottoman village,
its cobbled streets full of
charmingly dilapidated
houses.

iznik tile design



Around the
Sea of Marmara

espite their proximity to Istanbul, the shores and hinterland of the Sea of

Marmara are neglected by most foreign travellers. This is not altogether

surprising — here Turkey is at its most Balkan and, at first glance, least

exotic — but there are good reasons to visit: above all the exquisite early
Ottoman centres of Edirne and Bursa. If your appetite is whetted for more of
the same, historic Liileburgaz and iznik make good postscripts to the former
imperial capitals.

While most of the Thracian coast is disappointing, and the Marmara islands are
of little interest with scrappy beaches, there are two bright spots — the beach-and-
fortress town of Kiyikdy on the Black Sea, and the Saros Gulf resort of Erikli. To
cross the Sea of Marmara, the port of Tekirdag has potentially useful ferries to the
southern shore, while Gelibolu, on the eponymous peninsula, is linked by ro-ro
craft to Lapseki opposite.

For evocative inland scenery in the southern Marmara, Uluabat G6lii and
Manyas Golii are shallow lakes that support a dwindling fishing community and
a bird sanctuary respectively. The Uludag range above Bursa proves popular with
skiers in winter and hikers in summer, while Cumalikizik at the base of the
mountain is one of the region’s showcase villages.

Before the wars and population exchanges of the early twentieth century,
much of the local population was Greek (or Bulgarian) Orthodox, with
substantial Jewish and Armenian communities in all the larger towns. On the
establishment of the Turkish Republic, massive immigration — both internal
and from abroad — changed the mix. The result remains an ethnic stew that
includes people of Cerkez (Circassian), Artvinli and Greek Muslim descent, as
well as a large settled Romany population, but consists predominantly of
Pomak, Bosnian and Macedonian Muslims, plus Bulgarian Turks. All these
groups had, in fact, been trickling in for decades before 1923, as Austro-
Hungarian or Orthodox nationalist victories in the Balkans made their previous
homes inhospitable to Turks or Slavic Muslims. This trend was reinforced
following the 1989 disturbances in Bulgaria, when hundreds of thousands of
ethnic Turks fled to Turkey, though many of the new arrivals subsequently
returned to post-Communist Bulgaria.

)
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Thrace (Trakya in Turkish), the historic territory bounded by the rivers Danube
and Nestos and the Aegean, Marmara and Black seas, is today divided roughly
equally among Turkey, Greece and Bulgaria. In ancient times it was home to
warlike tribes, whose bizarre religions and unruly habits presented a continual
headache for rulers bent on subduing them. Contemporary life is decidedly less
colourful, and until the late 1960s nearly all of Thrace was a military security
zone, strictly off-limits to foreigners. Most of the area is now unrestricted, though
all the towns remain heavily garrisoned.

The flatter terrain of southern Thrace has long since been denuded of trees,
while much of the coast has fallen prey to estates of concrete holiday-homes —
seasonal barbecue pads for Istanbul’s workers. Inland is staunchly agricultural and
in summer a sea of yellow sunflowers, grown for oil, spreads for miles. Further
west, in the wetter lands around Uziinkdprii, rice is predominant; to the north, the
rolling Istranca hills with their dense forests of oak and conifers hide itinerant
charcoal burners and myriad fish-farms raising rainbow trout. Across the whole
region opencast mines extract sand and gravel from the prehistoric sea bed that
once covered Thrace.

The E80 motorway from Istanbul to the main Thracian town of Edirne runs
parallel to the route of the Roman and Byzantine Via Egnatia, which later
became the medieval route to the Ottoman holdings in Europe, and is now the
D100 highway. Many towns along this road began life as Roman staging posts, a
role continued under the Ottomans who endowed all of them with a civic
monument or two. Few spots have much to detain you, though keep an eye out
for various fine old bridges, which like the road itself may be Ottoman rework-
ings of Roman or Byzantine originals. The best of these is the quadruple
Biiyiikgekmece span, crossing the neck of an estuary west of Istanbul and built by
the great architect Mimar Sinan in 1563.

More than just the quintessential border town, EDIRNE — 230km northwest of
Istanbul — is one of the best-preserved Ottoman cities and makes an impressive,
easily digestible introduction to Turkey. It’s a lively, attractive place of almost
140,000 people, occupying a rise overlooking the mingling of the Tunca, Arda and
Merig rivers, very near the Greek and Bulgarian frontiers. The life of the place is
derived from day-tripping foreign shoppers, discerning tourists and students from
the University of Thrace. Downtown, teeming bazaars and elegant domestic
architecture vie for attention with a clutch of striking Ottoman monuments. The
best of these, crowning the town’s central hillock and sufficient reason alone for a
visit, is the Selimiye Camii, masterpiece of the imperial architect Mimar Sinan.

There has always been a settlement of some kind at this strategic point and its
military importance has destined it to be captured — and sometimes sacked for good
measure — repeatedly over the centuries. Thracian Uscudama became Hellenistic
Oresteia, but the city really entered history as Hadrianopolis, designated the capital
of Roman Thrace by Emperor Hadrian. Under the Byzantines it retained its
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significance, not least as a forward base en route to the Balkans — or, more ominously
from the Byzantine point of view, first stop on the way to attempts on the imperial
capital itself. Unsuccessful besiegers of Constantinople habitually vented their
frustration on Hadrianopolis as they retreated, and a handful of emperors met their
end here in pitched battles with Thracian “barbarians” of one sort or another.

In 1361 Hadrianopolis surrendered to the besieging Murat I and the provisional
Ottoman capital was effectively transferred here from Bursa. A century later,
Mehmet the Conqueror trained his troops and tested his artillery here in
preparation for the march on Constantinople; indeed the Ottoman court was not
completely moved to the Bosphorus until 1458. Because of its excellent
opportunities for hunting and falconry, Edirne, as the Turks renamed it, remained
a favourite haunt of numerous sultans for three more centuries, earning the title
Der-I Saadet or “Gate of Contentment” — during which there were enough victory
celebrations, circumcision ceremonies and marriages to rival Constantinople.

Decline set in after a 1751 earthquake, while during each of the Russo-
Turkish wars of 1829 and 1878-1879 the city was occupied and pillaged by
Tsarist troops. Worse followed, when the Bulgarians (with Serbian aid) besieged
Odrin — as they called, and still call, the city — for 143 days from November 3,
1912 before taking it, thus ending the First Balkan War. The Greeks, as one of the
victorious World War I Allies, annexed “Adrianépoli” along with the rest of
Turkish Thrace from 1920 to 1922 and Turkish sovereignty over the city was only

The Turkish-Greek and Turkish-Bulgarian frontier posts nearest Edirne are open
24 hours. For EU nationals and citizens of the US, Canada, Australia and New Zealand,
there are no restrictions on travel between Greece and Turkey, or Bulgaria and Turkey,
and no advance visas are necessary. South Africans do not need an advance visa to
enter Turkey, however they do to enter Greece and Bulgaria. The Bulgarian consulate
at Talat Pasa Cad 31 (Mon-Fri 9am—noon; ®0284/214 0617) in Edirne can issue tourist
visas, though the Greek consulate in Edirne, Kocasinan Mahallesi, ikinci Sok 13
(®0284/235 5804), is unlikely to be able to help. South African nationals should apply
for a Schengen Zone visa for Greece in their home country before travelling.

The vast Bulgarian-Turkish border complex straddles the busy E80 expressway
at Kapikule, 18km northwest of Edirne (and 320km south of Sofia, Bulgaria’s
capital).

Minibuses from Edirne to Kapikule (5TL) ply the route every thirty minutes from
6.30am to 9pm, leaving from stops along Londra Asfalti near the tourist office, while
a taxi will set you back 30TL. There are no facilities in the nearest Bulgarian village,
Kapitan Andreevo, but two reasonable hotels in Svilengrad, the first proper town
9km beyond.

Balkan Express trains depart daily at 3am from Edirne, 4am from Kapikule for
Svilengrad, Sofia and Belgrade. The Bosphor Express (same train, different wagons)
leaves Edirne and Kapikule at the same time, bound for Veliko Tarnovo, Bucharest
and (with a change) Budapest. Expect an hour’s delay near the frontier whilst
Bulgarian customs officials comb the train.

The Turkish frontier post of Pazarkule, separated from the Greek one at Kastaniés
by a kilometre-wide no-man’s-land, is 8km west of Edirne and 2km beyond the last
Turkish village of Karaagag.



confirmed by the 1923 Treaty of Lausanne. Bulgarian, Latin Catholic and Greek
Orthodox churches remain, along with elegant houses and a ruined synagogue in
the former Jewish quarter, as evidence of the pre-1912, multicultural city which
was half Greek, Bulgarian, Armenian and Jewish.

Buses from elsewhere in Turkey arrive at Edirne’s otogar, just over 8km southeast
of the centre; minibuses or urban bus #5 will drop you in the centre near the
tourist office. The train station, a more likely entry point from abroad, is 4km out
in the same direction; from here, infrequent city buses (#3), private minibuses or
taxis head for the centre. If you’re coming directly from the Greek or Bulgarian
highway border posts, see “Thrace Border crossings”, below. Drivers will find
most of Edirne patrolled by wardens selling parking chits, with some of the only
free spaces in the far west of the old quarter, Kaleigi. Street spaces have a notional
limit of three hours, so you may have to use off-street car parks.

The main tourist office is at Londra Asfalt1 76 (Mon—Fri 9am—5pm, may close
later in summer; ®0284/225 5260); there’s also a booth at the Bulgarian
(Kapikule) frontier gate (daily 8.30am-5pm; ®0284/238 2019). Both supply
tourism ministry brochures and an excellent map of Edirne — the latter also
sometimes stocked by local hotels.

Minibuses to Karaagac depart regularly from behind the Ristempasa Kervansaray,
but you must walk the final 2km from Karaaga¢ to Pazarkule. If heavily laden, it's
easier to take a taxi (€10/20TL) directly from Edirne to Pazarkule. Once through the
Turkish post, you’ll have to take a Greek taxi to the Kastaniés post, as you're not
allowed to walk across; this applies coming from Greece too — budget €4/8TL per car
for the one-kilometre gap. From Kastaniés, on the Greek side, three trains daily
(5.58am, 11.40am, 5.56pm), and about as many buses, make the 2hr 30min run
down to Alexandhroupoli, the first major Greek city.

The main, far busier Turkish-Greek road crossing between ipsala and Kipi in
Greece lies just off the E90/110 highway, 31km west of Kesan, itself 115km south of
Edirne. The two posts here are open 24 hours, but as at Pazarkule-Kastaniés, there’s
a 500-metre-wide military zone that you’re not allowed to cross on foot. During
daylight hours at least, it’s fairly easy to arrange a ride over in either direction with a
truck, though drivers will routinely refuse to take you further. From Kipi, 1500m
beyond the actual frontier, there are several buses daily further into Greece; at the
Turkish immigration post there are only taxis available to take you the 8km to ipsala.
You might very well forego all this, as there’s a through Greek bus service between
Kesan’s otogar and Alexandhroupoli in each direction run by the KTEL (Greek bus
co-op) of Evrou province.

The sole Turkey-Greece rail link goes from Uzunkoprii (whose station is 6km
north of town at the end of the new bridge) to Pythio just over the border formed by
the Merig/évros River and its wetlands. The high-standard, sleeper-only Dostluk/
Filia (Friendship) Express leaves istanbul at 9pm, passing through Uzunképrii
station at 1.40am (passports are stamped here), continuing to Pythio where there’s a
brief halt for passport controls before continuing to Alexandhrotpoli and Thessal-
oniki. There’s also an evening/midnight express in the reverse direction, passing
through Pythio and Uzunképrii (passengers disembark to buy visas) just before 4am.
The slower daytime train runs unreliably; when it does, it passes through Uzunkdpri
bound for Greece at about 2pm, in the opposite direction out of Greece at 4.40pm.
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Edirne’s main annual event is the three-day, early-summer Kirkpinar festival
(see box, p.166), featuring oil-wrestling and preceded by a couple of days of
folkloric exhibitions: for more information, visit the Kirkpinar Evi in the old
town or check @ www.kirkpinar.com or www.turkishwrestling.com.

Accommodation can be tight in Edirne. During the main Turkish holidays and
the Kirkpinar festival you'll need to book at least a month in advance. Most places
demand rack rates at or near coastal-resort prices, as Edirne’s location brings it
sufficient, comparatively undemanding, custom. At slow times, however,
bargaining usually achieves discounts of about a third. The cheaper central options
line Maarif Caddesi, though there are a few serious dives here worth avoiding,
and all are beset by traffic noise — get a rear-facing room if possible. Parking here
is heavily controlled — hoteliers may (or may not) have a few private spaces or be
willing to intercede for you with the (mostly gypsy) wardens.

Hotels and pansiyons Maarif Cad 6 ®0284/225 1555,
Alipasa Ortakapi Cad 9, corner of Maarif @www.edirneantikhotel.com. Three

Cad ®0284/212 6035. This pansiyonin a creaky floors’ worth of large, plush, slightly

converted old mansion was refurbished in 2009, chintz decor en-suite rooms in this sympatheti-

but it's still as basic as you’d want to be in its mix cally converted mansion with its own garden
of en-suite and cheaper, waterless, rooms. restaurant.



Maarif Cad 13 ®0284/213 6166, @ www
.efehotel.com. Salubrious, if somewhat overpriced
hotel where the cheerful well-appointed rooms vary
— those at the back are almost suite-sized, with
double beds and fridges — plus an English-style,
winter pub on the ground floor.

Maarif Cad 7 @ 0284/213 5276. Not quite as
spruce as the Efe, with its bland-modern room
decor and well-worn 1980s common areas, though
the ground-floor restaurant is more contemporary.
Good value if you can bargain them down a
category.

iki Kapili Han Cad 57
®0284/215 6119, @ www.edirnekervansarayhotel
.com. Restored sixteenth-century kervansaray
whose cool, cell-like rooms are wrapped around a
pleasant courtyard. Street noise is minimal as its
substantial walls (with tiny windows) are quite
soundproof: the bathrooms were revamped in
2007, but the room decor is painfully spartan.
but, with bargaining it's easy to get for

Hamam Sok 3, behind Selimiye
Camii ®0284/213 1404, @ www.tasodalar

.com. Edirne’s newest boutique hotel, this
conversion of a fifteenth-century building is much

the best choice for families (there’s a quad room)
and for drivers (with its private, secure car park).
The nine rooms have dark-wood floors and trim
throughout, though the decor — a mix of genuine
antiques and kitsch — is in variable taste to say the
least. The upstairs rooms look towards the mosque
— the best of these is no. 109 with its bay window
—and there’s a peaceful tea garden/restaurant at
the back. Can usually get up to 30 percent off the
rack rates of

Maarif Cad 17 ®0284/214 3340, @ www
.edirnetunahotel.net. Unassuming hotel with excel-
lent-value en-suite, medium-sized rooms, though
the terrible breakfast will have you hightailing it
across the street to Melek Anne’s (see p.168).

Campsites

9km along the D100 towards
istanbul ®0284/235 7908. Established campsite
with en-suite motel rooms (&), forty caravan
places and a pool.

Just off the D100 on the D020
towards Kirklareli ®0284/226 0037. A nice rural
spot with space for fifty caravans and a large
swimming pool.

You can tour Edirne’s main sights on foot, but as the Ottoman monuments are
widely scattered you’ll need a full day to do it. Many lie to the north and west of
town, deliberately rusticated by the early sultans to provide a nucleus for future
suburbs. Because of the depopulation suffered by the city since the 1700s, urban
growth never caught up with some of them, which have a rather forlorn atmos-
phere. Still, if the weather’s fine, walking there is a pleasure, especially since you'll
follow the willow-shaded banks of the Tunca River for some distance. Public
transport doesn’t serve the more far-flung sites, so your own wheels or a taxi are
the other options.

The logical starting point is Eski Cami, the oldest mosque in town, with recycled
Roman columns out front. This boxy structure, topped by nine vaults arranged
three-square and supported by four square pillars, is a more elaborate version of
Bursa’s Ulu Cami. Emir Siileyman, son of the luckless Beyazit I, began it in 1403,
but it was his younger brother Mehmet I — the only one of three brothers left alive
after a bloody succession struggle — who dedicated it eleven years later. The
mosque is famous for its giant calligraphic inscriptions inside.

Just across the way Mehmet I constructed the Bedesten, Edirne’s first covered
market, a portion of whose rents helped maintain the nearby mosque. The
barn-like structure with its fourteen vaulted chambers — again indebted to a Bursa
prototype — was restored in the 1980s, but shops with tatty wares and cheap tiles
underfoot let the interior down.

The other main covered bazaar in Edirne is the nearby, six-gated Semiz Ali Pasa
Carsisi, at the top of Saraglar Caddesi, the liveliest, mostly pedestrianized
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modern commercial street. The multi-domed bazaar was constructed by Mimar
Sinan in 1568 at the behest of Semiz Ali, one of the most able and congenial grand
viziers. A massive 1992 fire gutted many of its 130 shops, but renovations were
administered with care — and the building far outshines the mostly dull
merchandise sold inside.

Just opposite the north entrance looms the Makedonya Kulesi (Macedonia
Tower), sole remnant of the town’s extensive Roman/Byzantine city walls; the
Ottomans, in a burst of confidence after expanding the limits of empire far beyond
Edirne, demolished the rest. The tower was partially restored around the millen-
nium, and you pass through the ground floor to a viewing platform overlooking
some of Roman Hadrianopolis, excavated in 2003 (no entry).

West and south of the Semiz Ali market sprawls the Kaleigi district, a
rectangular grid of streets dating from Byzantine times and lined with much-
interrupted terraces of ornate eighteenth- and nineteenth-century townhouses.
The best streets for strolling are Maarif Caddesi, its parallel Gazi Paga Caddesi,
and their linking perpendicular Cumhuriyet Caddesi, once the heart of the
Jewish quarter, where house dedication dates (in the Hebraic calendar) go up
to 1912. The now utterly derelict synagogue at the bottom of Maarif Caddesi
was built in 1906 to replace thirteen others destroyed by fire: when first buil,
it was the largest in the Balkans — an indication of the then huge community
size. But within a few decades the new frontiers, populist pogroms (unusual in
Turkey) and official harassment had impelled local Jews to flee to Europe,
Istanbul or Israel.

North of Semiz Ali and Hiirriyet Meydani stands the Ug Serefeli Cami, which
replaced the Eski Cami as Edirne’s Friday mosque in 1447. Ten years in the
making, its conceptual daring represented the pinnacle of Ottoman religious
architecture until overshadowed by the Selimiye Camii a short time later. The
mosque’s name — “three-balconied” — derives from the three galleries for the
muezzin on the tallest of the four whimsically idiosyncratic minarets with
different bases; the second highest has two balconies, the others one, and each of
the multiple balconies is reached by a separate stairway within the minaret. The
courtyard, too, was an innovation, centred on a sadirvan and ringed by porphyry
and marble columns pilfered from Roman buildings. The mosque’s experimental
nature is further confirmed by its interior, much wider than it is deep and covered
by a main dome 24m in diameter, with four flanking domes. It was the largest that
the Turks had built at the time and, to impart a sense of space, the architect relied
on just two freestanding columns, with the other four recessed into front and back
walls to form a hexagon.

Right across from the mosque is the sixteenth-century Sokullu Pasa
Hamamu (daily 7am—10pm), built by Mimar Sinan with separate wings for men
and women.

The masterly Selimiye Camii, one of Turkey’s finest mosques, was designed by
the 80-year-old Mimar Sinan (see box, p.109) in 1569 at the command of Selim II.
The work of a confident craftsman at the height of his powers, it’s visible from
some distance away on the Thracian plain.

You can approach the Selimiye across the central park, Dilaver Bey, then through
the Kavaflar Arasta (Cobbler’s Arcade), built by Sinan’s pupil Davut and still used
as a covered market, full of household goods and cheap clothing; every day, under
the market’s prayer dome, the shopkeepers promise to conduct their business



A Selimiye Camii

honestly. The mosque courtyard, approached from the arasta up a flight of stone
steps, is surrounded by a colonnaded portico with arches in alternating red and
white stone, ancient columns and domes of varying size above the arcades. Its
delicately fashioned sadirvan (ablutions fountain) is the finest in the city. Each of
the four identical, slender minarets has three balconies — Sinan’s nod to his
predecessors —and, at 71m, are the second tallest in the world after those in Mecca.
The detailed carved portal once graced the Ulu Cami in Birgi and was transported
here in pieces, then reassembled.

But it is the celestial interior (no photos), specifically the dome, which impresses
most. Planned expressly to surpass that of Aya Sofya in Istanbul, it manages this
—at 31.5m in diameter — by a bare few centimetres, thus achieving Sinan’s lifetime
ambition. Held aloft by eight mammoth but surprisingly unobtrusive twelve-sided
pillars, the cupola floats 44m above the floor, covered in calligraphy proclaiming
the glory of Allah. Immediately below the dome the muezzin’s platform,
supported on twelve columns, is an ideal place from which to contemplate the
proportions of the mosque. The water of the small marble drinking fountain
beneath symbolizes life, under the dome of eternity. The most ornate stone
carving is reserved for the mihrab and mimber, backed by fine Iznik faience
illuminated by sunlight streaming in through the many windows allowed by the
pillar support scheme.

An associated medrese, at the eastern corner of the mosque precinct, is now the
Museum of Turkish and Islamic Arts (Tiirk Islam Eserleri Miizesi; Tues—Sun
9am—5pm; 3TL), consisting of fifteen rooms around a courtyard. The rooms
display assorted wooden, ceramic and martial knick-knacks from the province,
including one gallery dedicated to oil-wrestling.

The main Edirne Museum (Tues—Sun 9am—5pm; free) — the modern building
northeast of the mosque — has a good, archeological section (partly labelled in
English) with bronze, glass and ceramic relics from ancient Aenos at the mouth of
the Meri¢ as well as Hadrianopolis. There’s also a Turkish-only ethnographic
section featuring carpet-weaving and colourful village bridal-wear, the rule at
weddings before the bland white confectionery was adopted from the West.
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Oil-wrestling (yagl gdres) is popular throughout Turkey, but reaches the pinnacle of
acclaim at the doyenne of tournaments, the annual Kirkpinar festival, staged early
each summer on Sarayigi islet outside Edirne. The preferred date is the first week of
July, but the event is moved back into June if it conflicts with Ramadan or either of
the two major bayrams following it.

The wrestling matches have been held annually, except in times of war or Edirne’s
occupation, for over six centuries. Despite the less than atmospheric environment of
the modern stadium that now hosts the wrestling, tradition still permeates the event.
The contestants — up to a thousand — dress only in leather knickers called kisbet and
are slicked down head-to-toe in diluted olive oil. Wrestlers are classed by height and
ability, not by weight, from toddlers up to the pehlivan (full-size) category. Warm-up
exercises, the pesrev, are highly stereotyped and accompanied by the davul (deep-
toned drum) and zurna (single-reed Islamic oboe). The competitors and the actual
matches are solemnly introduced by the cazgir (master of ceremonies), usually a
former champion.

The bouts, several of which take place simultaneously, can last anything from a few
minutes to nearly an hour, until one competitor collapses or has his back pinned to
the grass. Referees keep a lookout for the limited number of illegal moves or holds
and victors advance more or less immediately to the next round until only the
baspehlivan (champion) remains. Despite the small prize purse donated by the
Kirkpinar agalari — the local worthies who put on the whole show - a champion should
derive ample benefit from appearance and endorsement fees, plus the furious on-
and off-site betting. Gladiators tend mainly to be villagers from across Turkey who
have won regional titles, starry-eyed with the prospect of fame and escape from a
rural poverty rut.

In addition to providing the music of the pesrev, the local Romany population
descends in force during Kirkpinar, setting up a combination circus-carnival on the
outskirts of town. They also observe the ancient pan-Balkan spring festival
(Hidirellez) in the fields around the stadium during the first week of May. The Romany
King lights a bonfire on the evening of May 5, a torch relays the flame to other nearby
bonfires, and a dish of meat and rice is given to the gathered picnickers. The next
morning, young Romany girls are paraded through the streets on horseback around
the Muradiye Camii (focus of a Romany mahalle) to the accompaniment of davul and
zurna, wearing their own or their mothers’ wedding dresses.

Further northeast of the centre, the Muradiye Camii (admission only at prayer
times) is an easy ten-minute, down-then-up walk along Mimar Sinan Caddesi from
the Selimiye Camii. According to legend Celaleddin Rumi, founder of the Mevlevi
dervish order, appeared in a dream to the pious Murat II at some date between 1426
and 1435, urging him to build a sanctuary for the Mevlevis in Edirne. The result is
this pleasing, T-shaped zaviye (dervish convent) crouched on a hill looking north
over vegetable patches and the Tunca River; the grassy entry court lends a final
bucolic touch. The interior is distinguished by the best Iznik tiles outside Bursa: the
mihrab and walls up to eye level are solid with them. Higher surfaces once bore
calligraphic frescoes, but these have probably been missing since the catastrophic
earthquake of 1751. The dervishes initially congregated in the eyvans, the ends of
the T’s cross-stroke; Murat later housed them in a separate tekke in the garden.

Although the bigger river, the Meri¢ has only one major bridge over it, the
graceful Mecidiye, erected 1842—47 and now effectively Edirne’s municipal logo.



By contrast, the narrower Tunca River is spanned by a half-dozen fifteenth- or
sixteenth-century bridges, better suited to pedestrians and horse-carts than the
motor vehicles that trundle across them. The best way to see the spans is to stroll
along the riverbank parallel to the dykes and water meadows on the right bank. A
good place to start is at the pair furthest upstream, the fifteenth-century Saray
(Kaniini) and Fatih bridges, which join the respective left and right banks of the
Tunca with the river-island of Sarayigi. The island takes its name from the saray
or royal palace which once stood here but was blown up by the Ottomans in 1877
to prevent the munitions stored inside from falling into Russian hands. Beside the
resulting ruins is the concrete stadium that hosts the Kirkpinar wrestling matches.
Following the riverbank west and downstream, past the Sarachane bridge, brings
you, after twenty minutes, to the double-staged Beyazit bridge, across another
small island in the Tunca, and its extension Yalmzg6z (“one-eyed” after its single
hump) bridge.

Across these two on the far bank is the vast Ikinci Beyazit Kiilliyesi, built
1484-88 by Hayrettin, court architect to Beyazit II. Within a single irregular
boundary wall, beneath a hundred domes, are assembled a mosque, food storehouse,
bakery, imaret, dervish hostel, medical school and insane asylum. Unfortunately,
most of the buildings are closed to the public these days, though the imam or his son
may give you a short tour (essentially peering frustratedly through windows and
gates). Except for its handsome courtyard and the sultan’s loge inside, the mosque
itself is disappointing; more interesting is the medical school in the furthest
northwest corner of the complex. This was conveniently linked to the timarhane, or
madhouse, built around an open garden, which in turn leads to the magnificent
dariigsifa (therapy centre). This hexagonal, domed structure consists of a circular
central space with six eyvans opening onto it; the inmates were brought here
regularly, so that musicians could play to soothe the more intractable cases. Strange
five-sided rooms with fireplaces open off three of the eyvans. The dariigsifa now
houses the fairly dull Saglik Miizesi (Museum of Health; daily 9am—6pm; 10TL),
a collection of old medical equipment and photographs.

Another fifteen minutes’ walk south along the river brings you to the Gazi
Mihal bridge, an Ottoman refurbishment of a thirteenth-century Byzantine span.
Gazi Mihal was a Christian nobleman who became an enthusiastic convert to Islam
— hence the epithet Gazi, “Warrior for the Faith”. From here, it's an easy
700-metre stroll back into town.

The local speciality is ciger tava, deep-fried slivers of calf’s liver with tomato onion
and hot chilli garnish. Most of Edirne’s restaurants are undistinguished and licensed
places are scarce in the centre — we’ve indicated all known ones. Similarly, despite the
large student contingent, nightlife is limited to a few venues along Saraglar Caddesi,
especially towards the old Jewish bazaar at the south end, and the area along Karaagag
Yolu between the two river bridges, known as Biilbiil Adasi — “Nightingale Island”.

Restaurants Alipasa Ortakapi Cad 9. The

Saraclar Cad 149. Occupying
two floors of an attractively restored old industrial
building, this is the only licensed meat-grill
downtown, thus a bit bumped up in price — allow
20TL minimum a head.

Saraglar Cad 14. Plenty of wholesome
lokanta fare — not just chicken but enticing vegetable
dishes and good roast lamb — served on two floors.

best regarded of several cigercis (liver
purveyors) in this area, worth a slight price
premium for their expert rendition of ciger tava.
The salubrious surroundings stretch over two
floors, festooned with photos of founder Niyazi
and various celebrities. Closes 9.30pm, though
an annexe at no. 5 may stay open later;
unlicensed.
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1.5km south of town along Karaagag Yolu, on
the Meric River. Licensed restaurant specializing in
meat and meze, plus sometimes yayin (catfish).
Open all year, but their raison d’étre is a summer
outdoor terrace overlooking the river and its elegant,
honey-coloured bridge. You pay extra, of course, for
the view — typically around 23TL a head.

Saraglar Cad 127. About

the only central meyhane, arrayed over three floors,
with the usual mezes and grills, plus a roof terrace.

Saraglar Cad 74. This two-storey
affair serves proper European coffees, a range of
imported alcoholic drinks and Western snack food
like pasta, burgers and sandwiches, indoors or out
at pavement tables.

Maarif Cad 18. The walled, tree-
studded courtyard is the highlight here at this
snack-café operating out of an old house. Dishes
include manti, menemen, gézleme, katmer and the
like. Open 9am—10pm.

Saraclar Cad 46. The best central outlet for
milk-based sweets like kazandibi, with seating on
two upstairs floors.

Bars & cafés

Saraclar Cad 143. Straightforward booze-
and-music bar — the only one downtown — whose
name recalls the Jewish history of the area.

There’s little reason to stop at any point along the E87 highway as it heads south from
Havsa, the junction 27km southeast of Edirne. This road does, however, connect
two transit towns to/from Greece, Uzunkoprii and Kesan, the latter also being a
jump-off point for Turkey’s northernmost Aegean resorts, on the Gulf of Saros.

UZUNKOPRU (Long Bridge; formerly called Plotinopolis), 64km south of
Edirne, gets its current name from the 1400m-long, 174-arched Ottoman
bridge over the Ergene River’s water meadows at the north end of town. A
remarkable feat of engineering from 142643, the bridge remains entirely intact
despite being situated in an earthquake zone. It’s long been a notorious traffic
bottleneck with heavy lorries and buses posing a far more immediate threat than
earth tremors, but a new, four-lane bridge, which ends just south of the train
station 2km east, should open in 2010.

A further 53km south, the next major town is KESAN, a nondescript place that
you needn’t even enter since the otogar — with frequent connections to Istanbul,
Edirne, Canakkale and 1psala, for the Greece-bound — is on the ring road at the
northwest outskirts.

Some 5km south of Kesan, the 22-53 road heads 28km south to the central
junction at Mecidiye village. Continuing straight ahead for around 6km brings
you to IBRICE LIMANI on the Saros Kérfezi (Saros Gulf). Little more than
one fish restaurant and a few scuba-dive boats, this port is home to four diving
schools in season, as the gulf is a popular spot for beginners and provides
experienced divers with access to a dozen nearby sites. PADI- and/or CMAS-
certified dive schools here include Yalgin Dalis Merkezi (©0532/737 2333,
@ www.yacindalis.com); TADOK (®0536/477 4710); and Mavi Tutku Dalis
Merkezi (®0532/374 4245).

The best beach for non-divers is at Bakirkoyu, 3km east of the harbour, while
the closest accommodation is 3km back towards Mecidiye at Siginak
(®0284/783 4310, @ www.siginak.com; all year; @, half-board only), ten rustic
wood-and-stone bungalows and rooms tucked away in the Thracian maquis,
with a pleasant fireplace-lounge in the main building. The half-board basis is a
blessing as you’re in the middle of nowhere — and you can sample the proprie-
tors’ own wine.



Bearing right at the crossroads in Mecidiye leads, after 6km, to the more
mainstream resort of ERIKLI, the only developed one on the gulf coast. It’s a bit
tatty at the inland edges, but the glorious, broad and long (over 1.5km) beach
compensates. Only in July and August does it get really busy and, with transport,
it makes an excellent first or last stop en route from or to Greece. There are just
two hotels, both on the beach — rooms at the Isimen (®0284/737 3148, @ www
.iscimenhotel.com.tr; all year; @) have 1970s decor and tiny bathrooms, so make
sure you get one of the sea-view ones. The low-rise Erikli (®0284/737 3565,
@ www.eriklihotel.com; @), is slightly pricier but in a better location towards the
eastern end of the beach; both hotels have beach clubs thumping away in season,
and windsurfing is available. Independent restaurants are scarce; the Elisa, one
block inland from the Iscimen, is cheapish and cheerful, with three TVs blaring,
two pet rabbits and mostly pizza and grilled meat on offer.

If you've become a Sinan-ophile, you can visit another of his substantial creations,
which dominates the centre of LULEBURGAZ, 79km southeast of Edirne on the
D100. The Sokollu Mehmet Pasa Kiilliyesi, originally commissioned by the
governor of Rumeli in 1549, wasn’t completed until 1569, during Sokollu’s term
as grand vizier. What you see today is an imposing mosque and medrese abutted by
a covered bazaar and guarded by two isolated towers. The mosque proper is
peculiar, possessing only one minaret; where the others might be, three stubby
turret-like towers jut instead. The medrese, still used as a Koranic academy, is
arrayed around the mosque courtyard, entered by two tiny arcades on the east and
west sides; in the middle of the vast space stands a late Ottoman sadirvan. The
mosque’s portico, built to square with the medrese, is far more impressive than the
interior, and most visitors will soon drift out of the north gate to the market
promenade, whose shops are still intact and in use. Just outside the gate, a huge
dome with a stork’s nest on top shades the centre of the bazaar.

Beyond, there was once a massive kervansaray, equal in size to the mosque
complex. All of it has vanished save for a lone tower, balanced by another, the
Dar-iil-Kura, at the south edge of the entire precinct, beyond the mosque’s
mihrab. The former hamam, across the street from the complex, is now chock-a-
block with tiny restaurants in its outer bays, though the main dome has collapsed.

KIYIKOY occupies an idyllic location overlooking the Black Sea, flanked on both
sides by slow-moving rivers, full of terrapins and rented canoes, and lushly forested
spurs of the Istranca hills. It was fortified by the Byzantines around the sixth
century, though most of what is still standing dates from the thirteenth and
fourteenth centuries. K1y1ikdy’s pre-1923 Greek population was replaced by Balkan
Muslims, but many inhabitants still use the former name, “Midye” — a corruption
of Medea — after the locally harvested mussels. Today, gently crumbling half-
timbered houses line the backstreets and fishing nets hang everywhere.

The main approach to the walled citadel is via the narrow south gate, sadly
restored with pink cement bricks. The west gate opens onto what used to be the
town’s agora, now housing a pair of tea gardens and offering superb views to the
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west. From here a road leads downhill and 300m up the Kazandere River to the
impressive Aya Nikola Manastir1 — an elaborate structure carved into the rock of
the hillside, complete with colonnaded aisles, barrel vaulting and a semicircular
apse of tiered seats where the clergy once sat. On the northeast side of the village
it’s possible to see the part-brick tunnel, constructed to allow safe passage down to
the harbour in time of siege — the only deep-water anchorage on this part of the
coast. A fifteen-minute walk west of the village takes you to 2km of pristine sandy
beach, backed by low cliffs oozing fossils, though some of the landscape inland is
blighted by campers’ rubbish and semi-permanent tents. Several more almost
empty beaches — indeed, some of the most beautiful and undeveloped in Turkey
— lie east of K1y1kdy, near where the Pabugdere meets the sea.

The village is too tiny to have its own ofogar and direct buses from Istanbul (two
daily in summer, one in winter; 3hr) drop you right outside the citadel’s south
gate. There are more frequent buses from Istanbul to Saray, a sleepy town 29km
southwest of Kiyikdy, from where hourly minibuses depart for Kiyikdy. The
closest ATMs are in Vize, 30km west, so come prepared.

The best accommodation is at the comfortable, professionally managed Endorfina
(®0288/388 6364, @ www.hotelendorfina.com; @), above the monastery, with a
wood-decked pool and good attached seafood restaurant. Failing that, there are
numerous, basic pansiyons with shared bathroom and sometimes kitchen facilities,
though many fill up from early July to early September. Among these, try the
Hulya (©0288/388 6016; @), signposted west of the south gate, with three-, four-
and five-bed rooms; the Midye (®0288/388 6472; @) just east of the square on
Cumbhuriyet Caddesi; or the Palaz Pansiyon (D 0288/388 6177; @), outside town on
the Saray road, with views of cow-filled fields and the beach.

Kiyikdy is noted for its local, seasonal fish, with several good, if pricey,
restaurants attracting day-trippers from Istanbul. Try the cliff-top Yakamoz,
northwest of the centre, or closer to the harbour, the Kdsk on Giines Sokag1, run
by a father-and-son team, with just ten tables and a fireplace.

West of Istanbul, the city’s straggling suburbs stretch up to the junction of the
Edirne-bound D100 and the E84/D110 to Kesan and Ipsala. Some 60km beyond
this fork, the E84/D110 bypasses the port of Tekirdag, the largest port on the
north Marmara coast. Southwest of here, an almost impossible to find coastal
route consists of 22km of steep dirt track between the scruffy Turkish resorts of
Kumbag and Haskdy (Giizelkdy), where rolling, vine-covered hills appear. Most
people however, take the faster, if less aesthetic and hair-raisingly dangerous E84/
D110 to the turning of the D555 south to $arkdy, largest of the several resorts on
this coast. Little more than a weekend bolt hole with a grubby beach and small
fishing anchorage, it makes a decent lunch stop en route to Gelibolu, the last port
before the Dardanelles.

With a hilly setting at the head of a gently curving bay, TEKIRDAG - the
ancient and medieval Rodosto — is a fairly pleasant town, with a few remaining,
dilapidated wooden houses, a clutch of museums and a ferry service across the Sea
of Marmara.



The town’s best-known attraction — certainly for numbers of visiting
Hungarians — is the Rakéczi Museum (Rakoczi Miizesi; Tues—Sun 9am—noon
& 1-5pm; 5TL), easily found by going west along the seafront boulevard from
the eski iskele (old jetty) and then uphill inland. Transylvanian Prince Ferenc
Rékéczi (1676—1735) was leader of an unsuccessful 1703—11 revolt against the
Austrian Habsburgs; in 1719, Sultan Ahmet III granted him asylum — or rather,
internal exile — here, away from the political hotbed of the capital. Rékéczi
spent the last fifteen years of his life in this seventeenth-century house, now the
property of the Hungarian government. Declared a museum in 1932, it was
meticulously restored in 1981-82: the interior, especially the elegant top-floor
dining/reception room with its lattice ceiling, stained glass and painted
cabinets, far outshines the rather thin exhibits comprising paraphernalia of
Rékéczi’s insurgent army.

The only other points of mild interest are the Tekirdag Miizesi (Tekirdag
Museum; Tues—Sun 9am—noon & 1-5pm; 3TL) at Barbaros Cad 1, a short walk
east from the Rikdczi Museum, with archeological finds from the province, and,
further downhill, the Namik Kemal Evi (Namik Kemal House; Mon—Sat
9.30am—5pm; free), a two-storey wooden house museum honouring the province’s
most famous journalist and Young Ottoman (1840—88), though again the building
outshines the contents.

From the eski iskele down on the shorefront boulevard, afternoon ferries ply to
Eredek on the far side of the Sea of Marmara, via some of its inhabited islands;
the evening ferry goes from the yeni liman (new port) just over 1km west. These
ro-ro craft are not really meant for foot passengers, but can save drivers a long
and pricey journey around the Marmara: see “Travel details”, p.190, for costs
and timings.

You're unlikely to want to stay, but if need be, there are a couple of hotels
directly inland from the eski iskele, of which the hillside Rodosto (®0282/263 3701,
@ www.rodostohotel.com.tr; @), slightly set back from the noisy boulevard, is the
best value. Immediately below it is a row of restaurants specializing in the local
savoury, pellet-shaped meatballs Tekirdag kéfteleri; try them at the Ali Baba which
serves a generous portion of ten kdfte (7TL) and is open 24 hours a day. Regret-
tably, none of the restaurants is licensed so you can’t sample the renowned local
wine or raki, the latter reckoned Turkey’s best because of the good water available
just inland — head for a bottle shop instead.

Strategically sited at the northern entrance of the Dardanelles, GELIBOLU is a
moderately inviting, if often windy, medium-sized town. Founded by the ancient
Greeks as Kallipolis, it served as the Anglo-French headquarters during the
Crimean War, and still has an important naval base. It’s too far, around 50km, from
the Gallipoli battlefields (see p.200) to be a practical base — the days of inebriated
Antipodeans stumbling off a bus here, thinking they’d arrived at the World War I
sites, are over.

At the heart of town stands a colourful, square fishing harbour, ringed by cafés
and restaurants, its two pools separated by a broad stone tower, all that remains of
the fortifications of Byzantine Kallipolis. The fortress was held by an army of
rebelling Catalan mercenaries for seven years in the early fourteenth century and
later fell to the Ottomans (1354), who rebuilt and expanded it. Today, the tower
houses the Piri Reis Museum (Piri Reis Miizesi; Fri-Wed 8.30am—noon &
1-5pm; free), dedicated to the legendary sixteenth-century Turkish cartographer,
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who prepared navigation charts of the Mediterranean and was the first man to
accurately map the American coastline. The only other points of interest are a few
sturdy but otherwise unremarkable Ottoman tombs, inland from the port and
around Hamzakoy, the resort district in the north of town, with its long,
coarse-sand beach.

The ferry jetty for services to Lapseki (see “Travel details”, p.192 for journey
times and frequencies) is right at the inner harbour entrance, while the otogar is
600m out on the Eceabat road, though a few minibuses to Eceabat or Canakkale
may pass by the harbour.

You're unlikely to want to stay in Gelibolu, but if you do, the only passable
choices are the Hotel Oya on Miralay Seflik Aker Cad 7, about 100m southeast of
the tower and then up left at an angle (®0286/566 0392; @), or the more
modern, light-pink Hamzakoy, at the southern end of the eponymous beach
(®0286/566 8080, Wwww.hamzakoy.8m.com; @), with its own beach-bar and
licensed restaurant.

When eating out, don’t miss the locally caught fish, particularly mezgit
(whitebait), kanat (baby bluefish) and mackerel, as well as grilled sardalya
(sardines), the canned variety being the town’s main commerce. The harbour
pool is surrounded by half a dozen restaurants suitable for lunch — Yelkenci
tucked into the corner is honest and reliable for fair-sized portions of seasonal
fish, meze and alcohol.

The southern shoreline of the Sea of Marmara is sparsely populated west of
Erdek, while to the east sprawl polluted dormitory-communities for Istanbul.
Many of these were devastated by the earthquake of August 17, 1999, which
killed an estimated 30,000 people — victims of rogue builders who ignored
building regulations yet miraculously managed to pass official inspections. Since
then, hastily constructed apartment-blocks have rehoused the tens of thousands
who sheltered in makeshift tent-camps after the quake.

Fortunately, Iznik, historically the most interesting town in the region, suffered
little damage. Important as a centre of Christianity and, briefly, capital of the
Nicaean Empire, it has several interesting monuments and a revitalized tile-
making industry. To the south, Bursa, once one of Turkey’s most attractive cities,
has succumbed to rapid growth since the 1980s, bringing greater wealth but
destroying much of its colourful provincial atmosphere.

Fast ferry services (both cars and foot passengers) from Istanbul provide the best
access to the region, far preferable to the buses which follow a congested five-hour
route along the gulf shore via {zmit. Boats from Istanbul’s Yenikapi terminal serve
Yalova, Mudanya and Bandirma; for schedules and prices, see “Travel details”,
p-192. In July and August, it’s advisable to pre-book tickets. Using these services
(plus buses to {znik and Bursa, or your own vehicle), you could see all the local
sights over three to four days.



There are few compelling attractions in and around the coastal ports of Yalova
and Zeytindag1. They like to call themselves resorts — which they are for some
locals — but this is mostly a rocky coastline, with inland contours softened by
the ubiquitous olive groves and conifer forest. Yalova itself is the main
, ;
transport hub, but there’s no need to hang around longer than it takes to catch
one of the dolmugses from the ferry terminal to the new ofogar at the southern
edge of town, where onward services depart at least hourly for Termal, Bursa
and Iznik.

The hot springs at TERMAL lie 12km southwest of Yalova, or just a dolmus ride
inland from Cinarcik, itself served by a summer sea-bus service from Istanbul.
Although patronized by Byzantine and Roman emperors, Termal’s springs only
became fashionable again in the 1890s, and most of the spa’s Ottoman belle époque
buildings date from that era.

There are several separate bathing centres, of which the Kursunlu Banyo in
the central park (Mon—Wed, Fri—Sat 8am—10.30pm, closes earlier Thurs & Sun;
12TL) is the most popular. The water is supposedly beneficial for rheumatism
and skin diseases, but temperatures reach 65°C, so the best time to take the
plunge is in winter. Otherwise, there’s an open-air pool nearby at a more
manageable 38°C.

The spa resort is dominated by two luxury hotels (with a third under construc-
tion), of which the nineteenth-century Cinar is smaller and with more Olde
Worlde charm; both the Cinar and its sister hotel the Camlik, can be booked on
®0226/675 7400, W www.yalovatermal.com; both @). A cheaper alternative can
be found nearby in the idyllic village of Uvezpinar, on one of the surrounding
hills: the Dinana (©0226/675 7668; @) is family-run and clean, with pleasant
balconied rooms overlooking the forested mountains, and a restaurant serving
simple meals. Uvezpinar is a two-kilometre hike up the road leading from the
Jjandarma station to the left of the entrance to Termal, or up steps leading from
within the resort itself.

MUDANYA is the closest port to Bursa, though with fewer ferries from
Istanbul than Yalova (see “Travel details”, p.192); mini buses to Bursa and
Canakkale connect with arriving boats. Now rather unappealing, the town’s
major moment in history was when the provisional armistice between Turkey
and the Allies was signed on October 11, 1922, in a wooden waterside mansion,
now a small (missable) museum to the event. Mudanya boasts one excellent
hotel: the Montania, Eski Istasyon Caddesi (®0224/544 6000, @ www
.montaniahotel.com; @), a renovated 150-year-old train station on the seaside
esplanade. It has indoor and outdoor pools, a hamam and well-equipped rooms,
some with sea views.

Pleasant, laid-back ZEYTINBAGI, 10km west of Mudanya and connected to it
by regular buses, was the Greek Triglia, and Ottoman Trilye, the latter name still
much used locally. Its main sights are the central, well-preserved, thirteenth-
century Byzantine church known as the Fatih Camii, and large numbers of
ornate mansions from the town’s time as a largely Greek Orthodox community.
Two other ruined churches just outside town date from the eighth century. Once
you've seen these, you can get a good fish meal by the little anchorage.
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It’s hard to believe that IZNIK (ancient Nicaea) today a backwater among fruit
orchards and olive groves at the east end of the eponymous lake, was once a seat of
empire and scene of desperate battles. But looking around the fertile valley, you
can understand the attraction for imperial powers needing a fortified base near the
sea-lanes of the Marmara. Most people visit Iznik as a long day out of Istanbul or
Bursa, staying a night at most. This is enough time to sample the town’s
monuments, and pick up a souvenir or two from the local ceramics workshops. In
its heyday in the sixteenth century, iznik produced Turkey’s best tiles, and the
tradition has been recently revived here.

Founded by Alexander’s general Antigonos in 316 BC, Iznik was seized and
enlarged fifteen years later by his rival Lysimakhos, who named it Nicaea after his
late wife. He also gave Nicaea its first set of walls and the grid plan typical of
Hellenistic towns; both are still evident. When the Bithynian kingdom succeeded
Lysimakhos, Nicaea alternated with nearby Nicomedia as its capital until
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bequeathed to Rome in 74 BC. Under the Roman emperors the city prospered as
capital of the province and it continued to flourish during the Byzantine era.

Nicaea played a pivotal role in early Christianity, hosting two important
ecumenical councils. The first, convened by Constantine the Great in 325 AD,
resulted in the condemnation of the Arian heresy — which maintained that Christ’s
nature was inferior to God the Father’s — and the promulgation of the Nicene
Creed, affirming Christ’s divine nature, which is still central to Christian belief.
The seventh council (the second to be held here) was presided over by Empress
Irene in 787 AD; this time the Iconoclast controversy was settled by the
pronouncement, widely misunderstood in the West, that icons had their proper
place in the church so long as they were revered and not worshipped.

Nicaea’s much-repaired walls seldom repelled invaders and in 1081 the Selguks
took the city, only to be evicted by a combined force of Byzantines and Crusaders
sixteen years later. The fall of Constantinople to the Fourth Crusade in 1204
propelled Nicaea into the spotlight once more, for the Byzantine heir to the
throne Theodore Laskaris retreated here and made this the base of the improbably
successful Nicaean Empire. The Laskarid dynasty added a second circuit of walls
before returning to Constantinople in 1261, but these again failed to deter the
besieging Ottomans, who, led by Orhan Gazi, the victor of Bursa, broke through
in March 1331.

Renamed iznik, the city embarked on a golden age of sorts, interrupted briefly
by the pillaging of Tamerlane in 1402. Virtually all the surviving monuments
predate the Mongol sacking, but the most enduring contribution to art and archi-
tecture — the celebrated Iznik tiles and pottery — first appeared during the reign
of Celebi Mehmet I, who brought skilled potters from Persia to begin the local
industry. This received another boost in 1514 when Selim the Grim took Tabriz
and sent more craftsmen west as war booty; by the end of the sixteenth century
ceramic production was at its height, with more than three hundred functioning
kilns. It was to be a brief flowering, since within another hundred years war and
politics had scattered most of the artisans. By the mid-eighteenth century the local
industry had packed up completely, with products from nearby Kiitahya serving
as inferior substitutes. Iznik began a long, steady decline, hastened by near-total
devastation during the 192022 war.

Iznik’s tiny otogar is on Celebi Sokagi, in the southeast quarter. Drivers and
cyclists should note that the northern-shore road from Orhangazi is far wider,
faster and safer than the narrow, twisty southern-shore one. The unlabelled
tourist office is on the ground floor of the Belediye on Kiligaslan Caddesi (Mon—
Fri 8.30am—noon & 1-5.30pm; ®0224/757 1933); there’s also a seasonal wooden
information booth by Aya Sofya. Rooms are at a premium between late June and
early September, especially at weekends, when reservations are recommended.

Hotels and guesthouses style, though there are good orthopedic beds and

Kiligaslan Cad 64 ®0224/757 7650,
@ www.iznikhotelaydin.com. Opposite the police
station, the front rooms of this mid-range hotel
have balconies overlooking the street, though the
decor and bathrooms are dated. Breakfast is in the
ground-floor pastane.

GOl Sahili Yolu 11 ®0224/757 1362,

@ www.iznik-camlikmotel.com. Lakeside motel with
rooms of varying sizes, decorated in bland 1980s

the bathrooms have been revamped. Rooms with
lake-view balconies suffer more road noise.
Gol Sahili Yolu 34 ®0224/757 1687,

@ www.cemotel.com. Well-run lakeside
hotel, with cheery tan-and-earth-tone decor,
renovated bathrooms sporting small tubs,
mosaic-paved stairs and a competent ground-floor
restaurant, the Antik. Set back a bit in a gap of the
walls, so quieter then the Camiik. €2, lake view
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Vakif Sok 13 ®0224/757 Giindem Sok 1 ®0224/757 1753,

6025, ®www.iznik.com. The upstairs guesthouse @ www.kaynarca.s5.com. iznik’s best budget option,
of the tile foundation (see p.176) is, unsurprisingly, run by English-speaking Ali and his charming family,
adorned with colourful, intricate tiles. Rooms are with dorm beds (20TL), as well as en-suite rooms
simple but comfortable and quiet, though often with satellite TV; breakfast (5TL extra) is served on
booked out by special-interest groups. the rooftop terrace and there’s a s/c kitchen.

With its regular street plan, iznik is easy to navigate (though drivers will encounter
numerous one-way streets). The main north—south boulevard Atatiirk Caddesi and
its east—west counterpart Kiligaslan Caddesi link four of the seven ancient gates,
dividing the town into unequal quadrants. Only enthusiasts will want to walk the
entire perimeter of the double walls, now missing most of their hundred original
watchtowers, but two of the seven portals are worth some time. Heavy traffic has
been rerouted through modern breaches in the fortifications to prevent vibration
damage to the original openings, now restricted to tractors and pedestrians.

The lake provides decent swimming in summer, though the shoreline near the
town is uninviting; you really need a car to reach the best beaches at its far western
end, between Gélyaka and Orhangazi.

The pricey Aya Sofya Museum (Aya Sofya Miizesi; Tues—Sun 8.30am—noon &
1-5pm; 7TL), on znik’s central roundabout, is housed in the Byzantine Church
of Holy Wisdom, founded by Justinian. The present building was built after an
carthquake in 1065 and, as the cathedral of the provisional Byzantine capital,
hosted the coronations of the four Nicaean emperors. The Ottomans converted it
to a mosque directly on taking the city and Mimar Sinan restored it, but the
premises were already half-ruined when razed to the ground in 1922. A
2006—2008 restoration programme raised the walls to their former height and
added a roof, but inside there’s little to see except some damaged floor mosaics and
a faint fresco of Christ, John the Baptist and Mary, at ground level behind a glass
panel to the left as you enter.

You can watch iznik tiles being made at the iznik Vafki, or iznik Foundation, at Vakif
Sok 13, in the southwest quadrant (@ www.iznik.com), which was established in 1993
to restart production using traditional methods. Tiles of extremely high quality, and
correspondingly high price — around 100TL for a 20cm x 10cm border piece — can be
bought here. However, there are also numerous other local workshops (atélyes)
around town, which give bulk discounts bringing the price down to a more affordable
20TL for a 10cm x 10cm tile. Be aware, however, that most workshops primarily take
orders for domestic customers, and are likely to have only one or two items of each
particular design — those showing up on spec hoping to decorate an entire kitchen or
bathroom are apt to be disappointed. About the best, reasonably priced, one-stop
shop is Adil Can Nursan Sanat Atdlyesi, just inside the istanbul Kapisi. Other quality
(as opposed to kitsch) shops cluster along Demircan Sokagi and inside the Siileyman
Pasa Medresesi.

The toughest, best, most waterproof — and most expensive - tiles are not ceramic-
based but made primarily from locally quarried, finely ground quartz. Quartz-rich tiles
are air-porous, have good acoustic qualities (thus their use in mosques), and make
good insulators, as they contract slightly in winter and expand in summer.



Two blocks south, opposite the fifteenth-century ikinci Murat Hamami (men
only daily 6am—midnight; women only Mon, Thurs & Sat afternoons), you’ll see
the excavations of the medieval Iznik kilns (closed to the public); finds from the
excavations are on display in the local museum (see below).

Four blocks east of the kilns, stands the Siilleyman Paga Medresesi, the oldest
(1332) Ottoman medrese in Turkey and the first one with an open courtyard
surrounded by eleven chambers and nineteen domes; today it’s a tile bazaar (see
p-176). Three blocks south is the fourteenth-century Yakub Celebi Zaviyesi,
founded by the luckless prince slain by his brother Beyazit I at Kosovo in 1389 (see
p-187). A block to the east, nothing but foundations remain of the Kimisis
Kilisesi (Church of the Assumption), the presumed burial place of Theodore
Laskaris, destroyed in 1922.

Ambling east along Kiligaslan Caddesi you’ll soon reach a vast landscaped park to
the north, dotted with Iznik’s most famous monuments. The Yesil Cami or Green
Mosque, erected toward the end of the fourteenth century, is a small gem of a
building, its highlight the fantastic marble relief on the portico. Tufted with a
stubby minaret that looks back to Selguk models, the mosque takes its name from
the green Iznik tiles that once adorned this minaret; they’ve long since been
replaced by mediocre, tri-coloured Kiitahya work.

Across the park sprawls the Niliifer Hatun Imareti, commissioned by Murat I
in 1388 in honour of his mother. The daughter of a Byzantine noble, Niliifer
Hatun was married off to Orhan Gazi to consolidate a Byzantine—Ottoman
alliance. Her ability was soon recognized by Orhan, who appointed her regent
during his frequent absences. The T-form building, with a huge main dome
flanked by two smaller ones, is more accurately called a zaviye than a mere soup
kitchen, and is one of the few that never doubled as a mosque. It was originally the
meeting place of the Ahi brotherhood, a guild drawn from the ranks of skilled
craftsmen that also acted as a community welfare and benevolent society. Today
the imaret contains the Iznik Museum (Tues—Sun 8am—noon & 1-5pm; 3TL),
where you can see genuine Iznik pottery, including fourteenth-century tile
fragments excavated from the town’s kilns. Other exhibits include a bronze
dancing Roman-era Pan, some Byzantine gold jewellery and, standing out among
the nondescript marble clutter, a sarcophagus in near-mint condition.

Closest gate to the Yesil Cami is the eastern Lefke Kapisi, a three-ply affair
incorporating two towers erected by Roman Emperor Hadrian between the two
courses of walls. You can get up on the ramparts here for a stroll, as it is at the
northerly Istanbul Kapis, the best preserved of the gates. It’s also triple-layered,
with the middle one a triumphal arch celebrating Hadrian’s visit in 123 AD: the
innermost gate is decorated by two stone-carved masks, probably taken from the
city’s Roman theatre. Other traces of Roman Nicaea are evident in the south-
western quarter, including the so-called Senatus Court by the lakeshore, outside
the Saray Kapisi, and the all-but-vanished Roman theatre, just inside the gate.

If time permits, you might walk or drive past a Roman aqueduct to the obvious
Abdiilvahap hill 2.5km east of the Lefke Kapisi for comprehensive views over
Iznik and its surroundings — a popular summer excursion for locals at sunset. The
less compelling tomb on top is that of Abdiilvahap, a semi-legendary character of
the eighth-century Arab raids.

Six kilometres north of Iznik in Elbeyli village is the Yeralt1 Mezar, a late
Roman or early Byzantine subterranean tomb. Its single chamber with three grave
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cavities is covered in excellent frescoes, including a pair of peacocks. Staff at Iznik
Museum (see above) have keys to the site and, for a small fee, will take you to the
tomb after the museum closes, though you’ll need your own car or taxi.

Maple-canopied Kiligaslan Caddesi has a few unlicensed restaurants of the pide-and-
kifte variety, though most visitors choose to eat at licensed places by the lakeshore,
which may serve the excellent local grilled or fried yaym (catfish). Tea gardens and

dondurma parlours overlook the lake too, as does the town’s only central bar.

GOl Sahili Yolu. Small garden/lake-view bar
serving affordable beers — the only place in town to
get a drink outside the licensed restaurants.

Gol Sahili Yolu 11. The nicest setting
of the waterside restaurants, though staff can be
rather brusque. Expect to pay a minimum of 20TL a
head for a main course, mezes and a beer.

Kiligaslan Cad. Fresh and
cheap pides washed down with ayran served on
the ground floor of this atmospheric, 1935 building.

Kiligaslan Cad, on the corner of Atatiirk
Cad. Undeniably handy a/c outfit trading in kdfte
and pide.

Atatiirk Cad 75. Main branch

of a small local chain that’s a quick-serving,
friendly (though unlicensed) carnivore heaven — not
just kdfte on offer but chicken wings, kidneys, sis
and the like. A limited range of salads (such as
piyaz) and desserts rounds off the menu; seating
on two levels, with an open terrace.

Draped ribbon-like along the leafy lower slopes of Uludag, which towers more
than 2000m above it, and overlooking a fertile plain, BURSA does more justice to
its setting than any other Turkish city apart from Istanbul. Gathered here are some
of the country’s finest early Ottoman monuments, set within neighbourhoods
that, despite being hemmed in by concrete tower-blocks, remain appealing.

An explosion of the population to almost two million, means that the city
overall is no longer exactly elegant as it straggles for some 20km either side of the
E90 highway. Silk and textile manufacture, plus the local thermal spas, were for
centuries the most important enterprises; they’re now outstripped by automobile
manufacture (both Renault and Tofas have plants here), canneries and bottlers
processing the rich harvest of the plain, and the presence of Uludag University.
Vast numbers of settlers from Artvin province have been attracted by job oppor-
tunities at the various factories, while the students provide a necessary leavening
in what might otherwise be a uniformly conservative community. Some of this
atmosphere derives from Bursa’s role as first capital of the Ottoman Empire and
burial place of the first six sultans, their piety as well as authority emanating from
the mosques, social-welfare foundations and tombs built at their command.

Bursa is sometimes touted as a long day out from Istanbul, but it really merits at
least one and preferably two nights’ stay. Central Bursa is particularly good for
walking around, whether through the hive of the bazaars, the linear parks of the
Hisar district or the anachronistic peace of the Muradiye quarter.

Although the area had been settled at least a millennium previously, the first city
was founded early in the second century BC by King Prusias I of ancient Bithynia,
who in typical Hellenistic fashion named the town Proussa after himself. Legend
claims that Hannibal helped him pick the location of the acropolis, today’s Hisar.

Overshadowed by nearby Nicomedia (modern Izmit) and Nicaea (Iznik), the city
stagnated until the Romans, attracted by its natural hot springs, began spending



lavish amounts on public baths and made it capital of their province of Mysia.
Justinian introduced silkworm culture and Byzantine Proussa flourished until
Arab raids of the seventh and eighth centuries, and the subsequent tug-of-war for
sovereignty between the Selcuks and Greeks, precipitated its decline. During and
after the Latin interlude in Constantinople (1204—61), the Byzantines reconsoli-
dated their hold on Proussa, but not for long.

The dawn of the fourteenth century saw a small band of nomadic Turks, led by
Osman Gazi, camped outside the walls of Proussa. After more than a decade of siege,
the city capitulated in 1326 to Osman’s son, Orhan, and the Ottomans ceased to be
a wandering tribe of marauders. Orhan marked the acquisition of a capital and the
organization of an infant state by styling himself sultan and giving the city its present
name. Bursa then embarked on a second golden age: the silk industry was expanded
and the city, outgrowing the confines of the citadel, was graced with monuments.

In the years following Orhan’s death in 1362 the imperial capital was gradually
moved to Edirne, but Bursa’s place in history, and in the hearts of the Ottomans,
was ensured; succeeding sultans continued to add buildings, and to be laid to rest
here, for another hundred years. Disastrous fires and earthquakes in the 1800s, and
the 1919-22 War of Independence, only slightly diminished the city’s splendour.

Bursa’s position at the foot of the mountain has dictated an elongated layout, with most
of the major boulevards running from east to west, changing their names several times
as they go. The airport, served by flights from Antalya, Trabzon and Erzerum, lies
43km east near Yenisehir; there’s no bus service, so you'll have to rent a car, or take a
taxi into town. The otogar (with a 24hr left-luggage service) lies 10km north of town
on the Yalova road; from here, bus #38 serves the centre, #96 serves Cekirge suburb,
while service buses may ferry visitors straight to Heykel (also known as Cumhuriyet
Alam), the focal point of the city. Bursa’s main tourist office (Mon—Fri 8am—noon &
1-5.30pm, also same hours on Sat & Sun in high season; ®0224/220 1848) is a
200-metre walk from Heykel, in a row of shops under the north side of Atatiirk
Caddesi, opposite Orhan Gazi Camii; here, you can pick up a reasonable city map.
Bursa’s main lengthwise thoroughfare begins life just east of Heykel as
Namazgah Caddesi, below the district of Yesil and its namesake mosque and
tomb. West of the Setbag1 bridge it becomes Atatiirk Caddesi as it skirts the city’s
central bazaar and hotel district before changing its name again to Cemal Nadir
Caddesi right below Hisar, the nucleus of the Byzantine settlement. After being
fed more traffic by Hagim Iscan Caddesi, the boulevard metamorphoses into
Altiparmak Caddesi, and then into Cekirge Caddesi as it heads west past the
Kiiltiir Park1 towards the thermal resort of Cekirge, 4km west of the centre.

While Bursa is narrow, it’s sufficiently long enough for you to consider public
transport to reach the outlying attractions. The two most useful city bus routes are
the #2/A (connecting Emir Sultan in the east of town with Cekirge to the west) and
the #3/A (linking Heykel with the Uludag teleferik); tickets (1.50TL) for all buses
must be pre-purchased at kiosks or shops displaying the BuKart logo. More useful
are Bursa’s multicoloured dolmuses, with major terminals near Koza Parki and
Heykel, plus other pick-up/set-down points marked with a large “D” sign; fares start
from 1.25TL. You are unlikely to need the single-line, east—west metro, which links
various remote suburbs with points well north of the centre. Drivers will find
parking a nightmare — there are never central street spaces to be had, and car parks
are expensive. Resign yourself to parking some way out and walking to the sights.
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There’s usually no shortage of reasonably priced hotel beds in Bursa, as it’s off the
backpackers’ trail and often visited as a day-trip from Istanbul. Wealthier
foreigners gravitate towards the luxurious spa-hotels at Cekirge, which also has a
cluster of modest establishments, around the Birinci Murat Camii. However, the
flow of hot water to individual Cekirge establishments (and to some extent the
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main baths) is currently interrupted (see p.187). If you’re mostly interested in
monumental Bursa, then staying in the bazaar or Hisar districts makes more sense.
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has good-value if bland, carpeted rooms with all the
usual amenities and a bird’s-eye view of the
mosque domes from its modern breakfast salon; it's
worth paying the extra for a suite. ¢, suites

Bazaar

Atatiirk Cad, Ulu Cami Karsisi 95 ® 0224/223
5505, @ www.artichotel.com. Set slightly back from
the boulevard, this standard businessman’s hotel
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Giimiisgeken Cad 6 ® &® 0224/224

1511. Salubrious, extremely welcoming hotel run
entirely by women. Rooms, though en suite and
a/c, have resolutely 1980s-style decor; buffet
breakfast included.

Gumiisceken Cad 34 ®0224/225 2260,
@ www.efehan.com.tr. Despite its rather grim
exterior, this three-star hotel has good-taste rooms
with newish bathrooms; ask for a top-floor one
with mountain views. There’s an on-site restaurant
and parking nearby.

inebey Cad 75 ®0224/224 1404. Clean
and friendly family-run pansiyon, with centrally
heated (though waterless) laminate-floor rooms in
a converted Ottoman house.

Hisar
Burg Ustii 21, in from Saltanat

Kapisi ®0224/225 4160, @ www.kitapevi
.com.tr. Bursa’s only boutique-style hotel, with
eclectically decorated, themed rooms (some
old-fashioned, some contemporary in design) and
suites with dark-wood floors and (often)
freestanding baths. The front rooms (and the roof
suite) have glorious city views but some noise;
quieter units face the rear-garden breakfast café/
restaurant. Limited street parking. ¢, suites

Ortapazar Cad, Arka Sok 4, inside Saltanat
Kapisi ®0224/224 7216. Converted wooden-house
hotel with atmospheric common areas. The a/c

rooms themselves, however, are blandly modern
and a bit overpriced. There’s limited parking, but a
decent in-house restaurant (see p.188), good
breakfasts and friendly, helpful staff compensate
for this. Limited parking.

Cekirge
Hamamlar Cad 29 ®0224/234 4100,

@ www.atlasotel.com. Reproduction Art Nouveau
common areas complement the well-kept rooms
with flat-screen TVs, designer bathrooms and
modern furnishings; the best ones face the garden
courtyard. At the moment the marble basement
hamam is not functioning.

Brinici Murat Cami Arali§i ® 0224/235
6030, @ www.hotelgold.com.tr. This much-altered
220-year-old building is one of Bursa’s quietest
hotels, with lavender wallpaper and laminate floors
throughout, a creaky lift, pleasant breakfast/bar
area, and some parking out front. Some top-floor
rooms have balconies (no. 401 has a view of the
mosque domes).

(ex-Dilmen) Murat Cad 20
®0224/233 9500, @ www.gonluferahcity.com.
Four-star hotel whose plain rooms have
medium-dark veneer trim and marble sinks —
ask for a rear-facing one. Its main selling points
are the terrace restaurant, and secure parking.
That said, not bad value in these spa-less
times at

There’s no need to tour Bursa’s most significant monuments in chronological order,
though many of the oldest ones cluster just outside Hisar. The central sites,
together with those of Yesil and Muradiye districts, can be seen in a single full day.

Just across from the main tourist office stands the Orhan Gazi Camii, whose 1336
foundation makes it the second-oldest mosque in Bursa, though it has been
destroyed and re-built twice since. Originally built as a zaviye for dervishes, this is
the earliest example of the T-form mosque with eyvans flanking the main prayer
hall. Karagoz puppets, the painted camel-leather props used in the Turkish
national shadow-play, supposedly represent workers who were involved in building
the Orhan Gazi Camii. According to legend, the antics of Karagoz and his sidekick
Hacivat so entertained their fellow workmen that Orhan had them beheaded to end
the distraction. Later, missing the comedians and repenting of his deed, he arranged
to immortalize the pair in the art form that now bears the name of Karagéz.

Just west of Orhan Gazi, the compact Koza Parki, with its fountains, benches,
strolling crowds and street-level cafés, is the real heart of Bursa. On its far side
looms the tawny limestone Ulu Cami, built between 1396 and 1399 by Yildirim
Beyazit I, from the proceeds of booty won from the Crusaders at Macedonian
Nikopolis. Before the battle Yildirim (Thunderbolt) had vowed to construct
twenty mosques if victorious. The present building of twenty domes supported
by twelve freestanding pillars was his rather loose interpretation of this promise,



Highlight of the bazaar’s year is the cocoon auction of late June and early July, when
silk-breeders from around the province gather to hawk their valuable produce. Then,
the courtyard floor of the Koza Hani becomes a lake of white torpedoes the size of a
songbird’s egg; the moth, when it hatches, is a beautiful creature with giant onyx
eyes and feathery antennae, though this rarely happens as the cocoons are boiled to
kill the grub inside and the fibre then spun. You can watch the melee from the upper
arcades or, if you’re careful, the merchants don’t mind you walking the floor.

During the 1700s Bursa’s silk trade declined due to French and Italian competition, but
has since experienced a tentative revival. However, the quality of contemporary fabric
cannot compare to museum pieces from the early Ottoman heyday, and most of the
better designs use imported material, which is better quality than the Turkish. If you're
buying silk here, make sure the label says ipek (silk) and not ithal ipek (artificial silk).

but it was still the largest and most ambitious Ottoman mosque of its time. The
interior is dominated by a huge sadirvan pool in the centre, whose dome oculus
(now glassed over) was once open to the elements, and an intricate walnut pulpit
pieced together, it’s claimed, without nails or glue.

From the north porch you can descend to the two-storeyed Emir (Bey) Hanu,
originally a dependency of the Orhan Gazi Camii and now home to various offices
and shops. A fountain plays next to teahouse tables under the trees in the
courtyard. Beyond the Emir Hani begins Bursa’s covered bazaar, whose assorted
galleries and lesser hans sell clothes, silk goods, towels, bolts of cloth and furniture,
all Bursa province specialities. The nearby bedesten is given over to the sale and
warehousing of jewellery and precious metals.

The centrepiece of the bazaar is the Koza Ham, or “Silk-Cocoon Hall”, flanking
Koza Parki. Built in 1490, when Bursa was the final stop on the Silk Route from
China, it’s still filled with silk and brocade merchants (plus a few jewellery stores).
On the lower level, in the middle of a cobbled courtyard, a minuscule mescit
(small mosque) perches directly over its sadirvan, while a subsidiary court bulges
asymmetrically to the east; there are teahouses in both. Abutting the Koza Hani to
the west, though without access from it, is the Eski Aynal1 Cars1, formerly the
Bey Hamamu of the Orhan Gazi complex (note the domes and skylights), which
sells more tourist-orientated goods than the surrounding bazaars.

Another area of the bazaar that has kept its traditions intact despite quakes and
blazes is the Demirciler Carsisi, the ironmongers’ market. This is just the other
side of Inénii Caddesi, best crossed by the pedestrian underpass at Okgular
Caddesi. Stall upon stall of blacksmiths and braziers attract photographers, but be
advised that some expect a few lira for posing. Further south, the pedestrianized
Irgand1 Sanat Kopriisii (Irgandi Artisanry Bridge) is a feeble attempt to ape
Florence’s Ponte Vecchio bridge with its rows of faux-Ottoman cafés and tourist
shops over the Gk Dere, one of two streams that tumble through Bursa, forming
an approximate eastern boundary for the centre.

Across the Gok Dere, it’s only a few minutes’ walk up to Yesil, as the eastern
neighbourhood around the eponymous mosque and tomb is known. Designed by
architect Haci Ivaz atop a slight rise, the Yesil Cami was begun in 1413 by Celebi
Mehmet I, victor of the civil war caused by the death of Beyazit 1. Although
unfinished — work ceased in 1424, three years after Mchmet himself died — and
despite catastrophic damage from two nineteenth-century earth tremors, it’s the
most spectacular of Bursa’s imperial mosques. The incomplete entrance, faced in a
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light marble, lacks a portico and, beside the stalactite vaulting and relief
calligraphy, you can see the supports for arches never built.

Next you’ll pass through a foyer supported by pilfered Byzantine columns to
reach the interior, a variation on the T-plan usually reserved for dervish zaviyes.
A fine sadirvan occupies the centre of the “T”, but your eye is monopolized by the
hundreds of mostly blue and green tiles that line not just the dazzling mihrab but
every available vertical surface up to 5m in height, particularly two recesses
flanking the entryway. Tucked above the foyer, and only accessible with permis-
sion from the imam, is the imperial loge, the most extravagantly decorated
chamber of all. Several artisans from Tabriz participated in the tiling of Yesil Cami
but the loge is attributed to a certain Al-Majnun, which means “madman” (due to
the effects of excessive hashish-smoking) in Arabic.

On the same knoll as the mosque, across the pedestrian precinct, the Yesil Tiirbe
(daily 9am—1pm & 2—6pm; free) contains the sarcophagus of Celebi Mehmet I and
his assorted offspring. Inside, the walls and Mehmet’s tomb glisten with the
glorious original Tabriz material, while the battered exterior is currently being
restored with new Iznik tiles.

The immediate environs of the two monuments swarm with tour groups; the
resulting competition has restrained prices at most of the nearby cafés, but also led
to a clutch of garishly repainted old houses being glutted with souvenir dross. For
genuine antique dealers, head over to the lane (Tkinci Miize Sokag1) flanking the
medrese downhill. This now contains Bursa’s Museum of Turkish and Islamic
Art (Tiirk ve Islam Eserleri Miizesi; daily except Mon 9am—1pm & 2—6pm; free),
set around a pleasant courtyard with fountain, trees and picnic tables. Its collection
includes poorly labelled Iznik ware, dervish paraphernalia, Beykoz glass and
antiquarian manuscripts, though some rooms may be closed if the museum is

short-staffed.

A 300-metre walk east of Yesil leads to the Emir Sultan Camii, amid extensive
graveyards where every religious Bursan hopes to be buried. The mosque was
originally endowed by a Bokharan dervish and trusted adviser to three sultans
beginning with Beyazit I, then rebuilt from earthquake ruins in the Ottoman
Baroque style during the early 1800s; it was further restored in 1990, leaving little
of the original essence. The pious, however, seem to harbour no doubts, coming
in strength to worship at the tombs of the saint and his family.

If you're short of time, Emir Sultan Camii is the obvious site to omit: climb
down steps through the graveyard instead and cross the urban lowlands to the
Yildirim Beyazit Camii, perched on a small hillock at the northeastern edge of
the city centre. Coming directly from downtown, this is a substantial hike, so you
might want to take a dolmus (marked “Heykel-Beyazit Yildirim” or the more
common “Heykel-Fakiilte”), which passes 200m below the mosque. Completed
by Beyazit I between 1390 and 1395, the mosque features a handsome, five-arched
portico defined by square columns. The interior is unremarkable except for a
gravity-defying arch bisecting the prayer hall, its lower supports apparently
tapering away to end in stalactite moulding. The only other note of whimsy in this
spare building is the use of elaborate niches out on the porch.

The associated medrese, exceptionally long and narrow because of its sloping
site, huddles just downhill; today it houses a medical clinic. The tiirbe (tomb) of
the luckless Beyazit, supposedly kept in an iron cage by the rampaging Tamerlane
until his death in 1403, is usually locked. Perhaps the mosque custodians fear a
revival of the Ottoman inclination to abuse the tomb of the most ignominiously
defeated sultan.



Hisar (Tophane)

Bursa’s original nucleus, Hisar, also known as Tophane, retains clusters of dilapi-
dated Ottoman housing within its warren of narrow lanes, and some courses of
medieval wall along its perimeter, including the Sultanat Gate on the east. From
where Atatiirk Caddesi becomes Cemal Nadir Caddesi, just before the modern
Zafer Plaza shopping mall with its landmark glass pyramid, you can climb up to
Hisar’s plateau via pedestrian ramps negotiating the ancient walls. Alternatively,
Orhangazi Caddesi allows access to vehicles.

Where Orhangazi stops climbing, the Osman and Orhan Gazi Tiirbeleri stand
at the edge of the fortified acropolis that they conquered. The tombs — post-
earthquake restorations in gaudy late Ottoman style — are on the site of a
Byzantine church that has long since disappeared. More impressive is the view
from the cliff-top park sprawling around the tombs and adjacent clocktower, with
reasonable cafés at the head of walkways down to Cemal Nadir and Altiparmak
caddesis, the latter home to many of the city’s posher shops and cinemas.

Near the southernmost extreme of the citadel, exit at the Piarbas1 Kapisi,
lowest point in the circuit of walls and the spot where Orhan’s forces finally
entered the city in 1326. Head west from here, parallel to the walls, re-entering at
the Zindan Kapisi, inside of which is the simple, box-like Aldeddin Camii,
erected within a decade of the conquest and so the earliest mosque in Bursa.

More directly, follow signs pointing west to Muradiye district, along Ortapazar
and Hasta Yurdu caddesis, passing another generous swathe of park studded with
teahouses. The furthest ones overlook Muradiye, and from the final café and
course of wall, obvious stairs descend to the Cilimboz Deresi, the second major
stream to furrow the city.

Muradiye
Bursa’s best-preserved medieval dwellings line the streets of Muradiye, at their
liveliest during the Tuesday street market. You can get frequent dolmuses here
from Heykel, marked “Muradiye”.

The Muradiye Kiilliyesi is easy enough to find and is definitely the place to
capture the early Ottoman spirit — there are a few low-key trinket-sellers but little
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pressure to buy and no coachloads to shatter the calm. The mosque complex,
begun in 1424 by Murat II, was the last imperial foundation in Bursa, though the
tombs for which Muradiye is famous were added piecemeal over the next century
or so. The mosque is similar in plan to Orhan Gazi, but more impressive with its
profuse tiling low on the walls, calligraphy higher up and two domes.

The ten royal tombs (daily 8.30am—5.30pm, may close earlier winter; free), are
set in lovingly tended gardens — you may have to ask the keeper in the booth by
the entrance to unlock them. The first tomb encountered is that of Sehzade
Ahmet and his brother $ehingah, both murdered in 1513 by their cousin Selim I
to preclude any succession disputes. The luxury of the two-tone blue Iznik tiles
within contrasts sharply with the adjacent austerity of Murat II’s tomb, where
Roman columns inside and a wooden canopy out front are the only superfluities.
Murat, as much contemplative mystic as warrior-sultan, was the only Ottoman
ruler ever to abdicate voluntarily, though pressures of state forced him to leave his
dervish order and return to the throne after just two years. He was the last sultan
to be interred at Bursa and one of the few lying here who died in his bed; in
accordance with his wishes, both the coffin and the dome were originally open to
the sky “so that the rain of heaven might wash my face like any pauper’s”.

Next along is the tomb of $ehzade Mustafa, Silleyman the Magnificent’s
unjustly murdered heir; perhaps indicative of his father’s remorse, the tomb is done
up in extravagantly floral iznik tiles, with a top border of calligraphy. Nearby
stands the tomb of Cem Sultan, his brother Mustafa and two of Beyazit II’s sons,
decorated with a riot of abstract, botanical and calligraphic paint strokes up to the
dome, with turquoise tiles below. Cem, the cultured favourite son of Mehmet the
Conqueror, was one of the Ottoman Empire’s most interesting might-have-beens.
Following Mehmet’s death in 1481, he lost a brief dynastic struggle with the
successful claimant, brother Beyazit II, and fled abroad. For fourteen years he
wandered, secking sponsorship of his cause from Christian benefactors who in all
cases became his jailers: first the Knights of St John at Bodrum and Rhodes, later
the papacy. At one point it seemed that he would command a Crusader army
organized to retake Istanbul, but all such plans came to nothing for the simple
reason that Beyazit anticipated his opponents’ moves and each time bribed them
handsomely to desist, making Cem a lucrative prisoner indeed. His usefulness as a
pawn exhausted, Cem was probably poisoned in Italy by Pope Alexander VI in
1495, leaving reams of poems aching with nostalgia and homesickness.

A minute’s walk uphill from the Muradiye Kiilliyesi is the Hiisnii Ziiber Evi at
Uzunyol Sok 3 (Tues—Sun 10am—noon & 1-5pm; 3TL). This former Ottoman
guesthouse, built in 1836, sports a typical overhanging upper storey, wooden roof
and garden courtyard. It now houses a collection of carved wooden musical instru-
ments, spoons and farming utensils, many made by the former owner Hiisnii
Ziiber. The main exhibit, however, is the house itself, one of the few of its era to
have been well restored and opened to the public.

From Muradiye it’s a short walk down to Cekirge Caddesi and the southeast gate
of the Kiiltiir Parki (token admission charge when entry booths are staffed; 3TL
parking fee), where courting couples stroll along regimented plantations and broad
driveways. Inside there’s a popular tea garden, a small boating lake and a few
overpriced, licensed restaurants.

Near the centre of the park is the city’s Archeological Museum (Arkeoloji
Miizesi; Tues—Sun 8.30am—12.30pm & 1.30-5pm; 5TL). Inside, exhibits in the
right-hand gallery vary from the macabre (a Byzantine ossuary with a skull
peeking out) to the homely (a Roman cavalryman figurine), but the adjacent hall



featuring metal jewellery from all over Anatolia — watch chains, breastplates, belts,
buckles, bracelets, anklets, chokers — steals the show. The left wing houses miscel-
laneous small antiquities, the best of which are the Roman glass items and
Byzantine and Roman bronzes. Oil lamps, pottery, a token amount of gold and far
too many ceramic figurines complete these poorly labelled collections.

The thermal centre of Cekirge (“Grasshopper” — presumably a reference to the
natural soundtrack of a summer evening), is another twenty minutes’ walk or so
along Cekirge Caddesi from the southwest side of Kiiltiir Parki. Buses (including
the #2/A), as well as dolmuses (marked “Cekirge”), shuttle to and from stops on
Atatiirk Caddesi.

The main reason to visit Cekirge has traditionally been its hot springs though in
2009, the waters from the surrounding mountainside stopped running; it is not
known whether this is a permanent state of affairs. Just west of the Parki Park is
the Yeni Kaplica (New Spa; daily 6am—10pm; 8TL admission), where the water
usually flows out at a whopping 84°C. The spa dates from the mid-sixteenth
century and has a women’s section, though it is nothing like as splendid as the
men’s with its huge, deep central pool. According to legend, Siileyman the
Magnificent was cured of gout after a dip in the Byzantine baths here and had his
vizier Riistem Paga overhaul them. Fragments of mosaic paving stud the floor and
the walls are lined with once-exquisite but now blurred Iznik tiles. The two other
spas are the rather grim Kkaynarca baths for women only and the Karamustafa
spa (54°C at source) for families.

The Eski Kaplica (Old Baths; daily 7am—10.30pm; 8TL), huddled at the far end
of Cekirge Caddesi, next to the Kervansaray Bursa Hotel, are Bursa’s most ancient
baths (and much the nicest public bath for women). Byzantine rulers Justinian and
Theodora first improved a Roman spa on the site and Murat I had a go at the
structure in the late fourteenth century. Huge but shallow keyhole-shaped pools
dominate the hararetler (hot rooms) of the men’s and women’s sections, whose
domes are supported by eight Byzantine columns. Scalding (45°C) water pours into
the notch of the keyhole, the temperature still so hot in the main basin that you'll
soon be gasping out in the cool room, seeking relief at the fountain in the middle.

On a hillock just west of the thermal centre stands the Hiidavendigar (Birinci)
Murat Camii, which with its five-arched portico and alternating bands of brick
and stone seems more like a Byzantine church from Ravenna or Macedonia.
Indeed tradition asserts that the architect and builders were Christians, who dallied
twenty years at the task because Murat I, whose pompous epithet literally means
“Creator of the Universe”, was continually off at war and unable to supervise the
work. The interior plan, consisting of a first-floor medrese above a highly modified,
T-type zaviye at ground level, is unique in Islam. Unfortunately, the upper storey
is rarely open for visits.

In the much-modified tiirbe across the street lies Murat himself, complete apart
from his entrails, which were removed by the embalmers before the body began its
long journey back from Serbia in 1389. In June of that year Murat was in the
process of winning his greatest triumph over the Serbian king Lazar and his allies
at the Battle of Kosovo, in the former Yugoslavia, when he was stabbed to death
in his tent by Milo§ Obili¢, a Serbian noble who had feigned desertion. Murat’s son
Beyazit, later styled as Yildirim, immediately had his brother Yakub strangled and,
once in sole command, crushed the Christian armies. Beyazit’s acts had two
far-reaching consequences: the Balkans remained under Ottoman control until
early in the twentieth century, and a gruesome precedent of fratricide was
established for subsequent Ottoman coronations.
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Bursa’s cuisine is solidly meat-oriented and served in a largely alcohol-free
environment. The most famous local recipes are Iskender kebabi (essentially déner
kebap soaked in a rich butter, tomato and yoghurt sauce) and Inegol kiftesi (rich little
pellets of mince sometimes laced with cheese, when they’re known as kagarli kifte).
The city is also famous for its kestane sekeri (candied chestnuts), sold ubiquitously
within a 50km radius. If you’re sick of Turkish sponge-bread, look out for Bursan
kepekli (whole bran) loaves at any bakery.

For licensed restaurants, head to the pedestrianized Sakarya Caddesi between
Altiparmak Caddesi and the walls of Hisar above — the former fish market and
main commercial street of the Jewish quarter (the Gerus synagogue, one of
three in town, still exists at no. 61) is now an atmospheric place for an outdoor
fish dinner on a summer’s evening. The lively bars which used to cluster along
Sakarya and its continuation Bozkurt Caddesi have mostly vanished, to be
replaced by unlicensed tea houses where a young clientele gather to play
backgammon and scrabble.

Bursa has relatively few nocturnal or weekend events and the student contin-
gent is responsible for any concerts that take place. The Kiiltiir Merkezi
(Cultural Centre) on Atatiirk Caddesi (®0224/223 4461) hosts temporary art
exhibitions and occasional concerts. The Kiiltiir Park1’s open-air theatre is the
main venue (tickets 15-25TL) for musical performances of the annual
Uluslaras1 Bursa Festival (June—July; @www.bursafestivali.org), mostly
showcasing popular Turkish acts but also with a token roster of foreign

performers.

Restaurants

Sakarya Cad 6 & 27, Tophane. The
sons of the original Arap Siikrii have grouped into
two competing eateries (Cetin & Ahmet) straddling
the east end of this pedestrianized lane. Both have
near-identical menus of good fish dishes (starting
from 20TL a portion), mezes (4-6TL) brought out
on a tray to choose from, and beer, wine or raki to
wash it down, served at tables on both sides of the
cobbled street or indoors.

Belediye Cad 15. Popular mid town
venue for lunch and dinner overlooking a leafy
square, this upstairs spot is beginning to rest on its
laurels — you're paying as much for the linen table-
cloths and waiter service as for the signature dish
kagarl kdfte (10TL). Closed Sun.

Tagkapi Sok 4, off Atatiirk Cad.
This tiny, two-storey establishment near Heykel
claims to be the original iskender salon, with decor
of old wood, fake Ottoman tiles and photos of Olde
Bursa. Indeed, their iskender is excellent, though
you pay extra for the ambience.

Unlu Cad 7A, Heykel. Another
fake Ottoman building, and another claimant to be
the inventor of the namesake dish — and that’s all
they serve, not even salads. Always packed, even
though it's moderately expensive (17TL and up for
smallish portions). There’s an annexe on Atatiirk
Cad, near the Kiiltiir Merkezi.

Safran Hotel,

Ortapazar Cad, Arka Sok 4, Hisar. Chic little
a la carte restaurant whose menu includes cold
and hot mezes, meat and mushroom stews, good
salads, and heavenly sweets such as kaymakli
ayva tatlisi (quince with clotted cream). Expect to
pay 25-30TL a head for a three-course meal,
drinks extra.

Hac! ivaz Pasa Garsisi 3, in the north of
the covered bazaar. The name means “three
(inegdl-style) meatballs”, which is what you get at
this long-established spot, served up three times
so the food on your plate is always piping hot.
Lunch only, closed Sun.

Cafés and bars

Sarkarya Cad 63. As the name implies,
beer specialists — and the only place you can get
alcohol without food on this street.

Namazgah Cad 2, southeast side of Setbasi
bridge. Supposedly Bursa’s oldest café, serving
slightly pricey Western snack fare but lovely,
reasonably priced, puddings. Some evenings,
there’s live music on its riverside terrace.

Setbagi bridge, Namazgah Cad, Heykel.
Reasonably priced café-bar on a recessed terrace
below street level, which attracts a lively student
crowd. Enjoy a beer looking downstream to the
next bridge, or on one of the four levels indoors.



Adim (Haset) Kitapcilik, at Altiparmak Cad See p.187, or try the central, historic
50, has a limited stock of English-language titles Cakir Aga, located just below Hisar on Cemal Nadir
and foreign magazines. Cad (men and women; 6am-midnight); or ikinci
Aktif, Cekirege Cad 139 ®0224/233 Murat, next to the Muradiye tomb complex (Fri &
0444; Alize, Gekirge Cad 224 ®0224/220 9344; Sun men only, all other days women only;

Avis, Cekirge Cad 143 ®0224/236 5133; 10am-6pm).

Europcar, Gekirge Cad 57 @ 0224/223 2321. Devlet (State) Hastanesi, Hasta Yurdu
Most can arrange to deliver to Bursa/Yenisehir Cad, Hisar & 0224/220 0020; and Universite
airport. Hastanesi, P. Tezok Cad, Hastane Sok, Gekirge

UK (honorary consulate), Resam Sefik ®0224/442 8400.
Bursali Sok, Basak Cad ®0224/220 0436.

Immediately around Bursa are a couple of worthwhile targets for half-day or even
overnight outings. The rural Ottoman village of Cumalikizik was picturesque
enough to serve as the location for a popular 2000-05 Turkish TV serial, which
greatly enhanced its tourism potential, while the mountain resort of Uludag
constitutes a year-round attraction, offering skiing or hiking according to season
or just a general high-altitude escape.

Further afield, the 120-kilometre route west from Bursa towards Bandirma port
is enlivened by two large but shallow lakes, the largest inland bodies of water in
the historical region of Mysia. The first, 36km from central Bursa, is Uluabat
Goli1, home to the appealing village of Gélyaz built atop the ancient settlement
of Apollonia, while the second lake, Manyas Golii, 19km southeast of Bandirma,
supports an acclaimed bird sanctuary.

The showcase village of CUMALIKIZIK lies 17km east, then south of Bursa on
the Ankara road; city bus #22 (every 90min) goes there from Atatiirk Caddesi.
The first records of the village mosque and hamam date from 1685, but the place
is thought to be at least three centuries older. Set on the lower slopes of Uludag,
Cumalikizik’s cobbled streets are full of traditional dwellings, some restored and
painted, others leaning brokenly into each other. Villagers once made a living from
harvesting chestnuts, but a blight annihilated the local trees; now, raspberries and
blackberries are grown instead, but there’s still not enough work to halt the usual
flight of the young to the city.

Buses drop you at the village square, dominated by two enormous plane trees,
from which radiates a network of narrow alleys often only wide enough for pedes-
trians and pack animals. The ground and first floors of the village houses harbour
the storerooms and stables, while the living quarters with their latticed bay
windows are upstairs under tiled eaves. Many of the surviving double-front doors
sport large-headed nails, wrought-iron strips and massive handles.

Cumalikizik’s time in front of the cameras encouraged the setting up of two
places to stay in the village, both in coverted old houses: the six-roomed Mavi
Boncuk (©0224/373 0955, @ www.cumalikizik-maviboncuk.com; @) with its
half-timbered upper storey is slightly smarter than the eight-room Konak Pansiyon
(©0224/372/4869; ©).
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Presiding over Bursa, 2543-metre-high Uludag (or “Great Mountain”) is a dramatic,
often cloud-cloaked massif, its northern reaches dropping precipitously into the city.
In ancient times it was known as the Mount Olympos of Mysia, one of nearly twenty
peaks around the Aegean so named (Olympos was possibly a generic Phoenician or
Doric word for “mountain”), and in mythology it was the seat from which the gods
watched the battle of Troy. Early in the Christian era the range became a refuge for
monks and hermits, replaced after the Ottoman conquest by Muslim dervishes.

These days the scent of grilling meat has displaced the odour of sanctity, since
Bursans cram the alpine campsites and picnic grounds to the gills on any holiday
or weekend. Getting there is definitely half the fun if you opt for the cable car
(teleferik), which links the Teleferii¢c borough of Bursa with the Sarialan picnic
grounds at 1635m, where a cluster of et mangals and kendin pisin kendin ye (cook-it-
yourself establishments) await your custom.

Much of the dense middle-altitude forest has been designated a national park,
though there are only a few kilometres of marked hiking trails. In fact, the best
part of the mountain lies outside the park to the east, where a few hours” walking
will bring you to some glacial lakes in a wild, rocky setting just below the highest
summit. The best months for a visit are May and June, when the wildflowers are
blooming, or September and October, when the mist is less dense. However, due
to the nearby Sea of Marmara, the high ridges trap moist marine air, and whiteouts
or violent storms can blow up during most months of the year. Skiing is possible
from December to March, though it’s better earlier in the season than later. At
around 1800m, there’s a dense cluster of hotels known as Oteller, most with their
own ski lift (day-passes 15TL), and you can rent skis and ski clothes on the spot.

To reach the lower cable-car terminus, take a dolmug labelled “Teleferik” from the
corner of Resam $efik Bursali and Atatiirk caddesis. The wobbly teleferik gondolas
make the trip up from Teleferii¢ to Sarialan every 45 minutes (daily 8am—9.30pm
in summer, stops at 4.30pm in winter; 8TL return), but are cancelled in high
winds; the journey takes about thirty minutes, with a pause part way up at

From the top of Oteller, a jeep-track leads within ninety minutes’ walk to a tungsten
mine. From behind the mine’s guardhouse, an obvious path slips up onto the broad,
barren watershed ridge, just below the secondary summit of Zirve (2496m); follow
this trail for a further ninety minutes to a fork. The right-hand path leads to the main
peak (2543m), though the cairned left-hand choice is more rewarding, descending
slightly to overlook the first of Uludag’s lakes, Aynaligél, reachable by its own side
trail a half-hour beyond the junction.

There are campsites here but none at Karagél, the second and most famous lake,
fifteen minutes southeast of Aynaligdl, sunk in a deep chasm and speckled with ice
floes. Kilimligdl, the third substantial lake, is tucked away on a plateau southeast of
Karagdl and offers more good high-altitude camping. There are two smaller,
nameless tarns, difficult to find in the crags above Aynaligél.

Returning to Oteller, as long as the weather is good you can stay with the ridge
rather than revisiting the tungsten works, passing below the ruined hut on Zirve to
meet a faint trail. This soon vanishes and thereafter it’s cross-country downhill along
the watershed as far as Cennetkaya, a knoll above the hotels, served by a marked
trail. High above the trees, crowds and jeep tracks, you just might strike lucky and
glimpse patches of the distant Sea of Marmara to the north.



Kadryayla. Try to avoid travelling mid-afternoon, when students make the ascent
after school, or at weekends when hour-long queues are the norm. At Sarialan,
there’s a fleet of dolmuges waiting to take you to Oteller. Alternatively, dolmuses
from Bursa’s Orhangazi Caddesi go all the way to Oteller, along 32km of paved,
twisty road, though you’ll need a minimum of six passengers (7TL per person).

You follow the same route in your own vehicle, the road veering off above
Cekirge and climbing rapidly through successive vegetation zones. Staff at the
Karabelen national park gate, 20km into the park, charge 5TL per car and
sometimes have information to hand out. The final stretch of road, from just
below the gate to Oteller, is very rough cobble, designed to prevent drivers from
skidding — or speeding — so allow nearly an hour for the trip. In bad weather
conditions you will be advised to put chains on your wheels and may not be
allowed to make the journey without them.

There’s little to distinguish the many resorts at the road’s end in Oteller: a good
resource for winter accommodation is @ www.uludaghotels.com, which details
all the area’s hotels, even the more modest ones. While summer rates can dip as low
as @, during the ski season you can expect to pay up to @ (full board). With some
7500 hotel beds in the area, you're unlikely to need to camp, which is just as well
since the national park campsites are squalid and always full in summer.

Built mostly on an island now lashed by a causeway to the shore of Uluabat Géli,
GOLYAZI is an atmospheric community of storks” nests and a few surviving half-
timbered houses daubed with rust-tint or ochre paint. Bits of Roman and Byzantine
Apollonia have unconcernedly been pressed into domestic service, with extensive
courses of wall ringing the island’s shoreline. In the smaller mainland neighbourhood,
the huge Ayos Yorgos Greek church, large enough for a few hundred parishioners,
is currently being restored. The lake itself, speckled with nine islets, is only two
metres deep, murky and not suitable for swimming, though it does attract numerous
water birds. Appearances could lead you to pronounce Golyazi the quintessential
fishing village: there’s a daily (11am) fish auction at the island end of the causeway,
while women mending nets and rowboats are much in evidence. This conceals the
fact, however, that pesticide and fertilizer runoff from the surrounding farmland, as
well as the proliferation of introduced carp, is constantly diminishing the native catch.

Minibus #5/G links Gélyaz1 with Bursa’s Kii¢itk Sanay1 metro station; drivers
should look out for an inconspicuous sign, about 31km west of Bursa, indicating
the five-kilometre side road to the village. There’s no reliable accommodation,
but there are various tea houses on either side of the causeway, plus a good
restaurant on the island side, the licensed Pehlivan: a wooden cabin overhanging
the water, it serves reasonably priced yaym (catfish) and turna (pike), plus decent
mixed-meze platters for 6TL.

Bandirma itself — pretty much flattened during battles in 1922 — is a definite finalist
in the Turkey’s-ugliest-town sweepstakes, and you’re unlikely to spend much time
here. However, given its status as a major transit-point you may well need to cross
from one terminal to another. The main otogar is on the southern outskirts of town,
1800m inland from the ferry port (with services to and from istanbul) and its adjoining
train station (for trains to and from izmir). It’s an uphill walk to the otogar, so you can
either take a taxi or city buses labelled “Garaj/600 Evler”, which depart from a
marquee 200m east of the ferry terminal.
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Manyas Golii is remarkable for its 64-hectare bird sanctuary astride a stream delta
and swamps at the northeast corner of the lake. The Bird Paradise National Park
(Kug Cenneti Milli Parki; daily 7am—5.30pm; 3TL) contains a small visitor centre
full of dioramas, labelled in Turkish, and stocked with stuffed geese, orioles,
spoonbills, herons, pelicans, ducks, egrets and owls. More interesting, though, is
the wooden observation tower (bring your own binoculars), from where you can
view pelicans (white and Dalmatian, nesting in May), smew-duck, spoonbills,
spotted eagles and night herons, with cormorants and grey herons also common.
The best months to visit are October — during the first rains, and various species’
southward migrations — and April-May, when the swamps are at their fullest and
the birds are flying north. During these migrations, up to three million birds of
some 266 species stop by.

There’s no public transport to the sanctuary, so you'll need your own vehicle:
from Bandirma, it’s 14km along the Balikesir highway and then 5km on the
signposted side road. There are no facilities in the park grounds, the closest being
a simple restaurant with a couple of pansiyon rooms by the roadside at Eski S1g1rci

village, 1.5km before the gate.

Trains

to: izmir (1-2 daily; 5hr 30min).
Morning ferries from istanbul dovetail well (30min
layover) with onward train; midday ferries entail a
longer wait (up to 2hr).
to: istanbul (23 daily; 5hr-6hr).
For international services out of Edirne,
see p.160.

Buses and dolmuses

to: Bursa (approx hourly; 2hr);

Ganakkale (hourly; 3hr); izmir (7 daily; 6hr).

to: Ankara (hourly; 6hr); Canakkale
(hourly; 5hr 15min); Gélyaz (10 Mon-Sat,
6 Sun; 40min); istanbul, with ferry transfer
(hourly; 3hr); izmir via Balikesir and often
Ayvalik (hourly; 7hr); Kiitahya (4 daily; 3hr);
Mudanya (every 30min; 30min); Yalova
(every 30min; 1hr).

to: Ganakkale (5 daily; 4hr); istanbul (every
30min; 2hr 30min); Kesan (every 20min; 2hr
30min); Kapikule (every 30min; 25min); Liileburgaz
(every 30min; 1hr).

to: Eceabat (hourly; 40min); Kilitbahir
(hourly; 50min).
to: Bursa (every 30min; 1hr 30min); Yalova

(hourly; 1hr).

Short-hop ferries

to: Lapseki, car ferry (hourly 8am—1am,
less often at night; 24TL cars, 2TL foot passengers;
30min).

Long-haul ferries and sea-buses

Services are frequent in summer (June-Aug), tail off
in shoulder seasons (May & Sept) and are sharply
reduced during winter (Oct-April). Routes between
istanbul (Yenikapi terminal) or Pendik and Bandirma,
Mudanya (cited as ‘Bursa’ on schedules) or Yalova
are handled by IDO (® www.ido.com.1r). The only
firm information for the Tekirdag—Bandirma/Erdek
ro-ro ferries is to be had at the quayside.
to: istanbul (summer 4-5 daily, winter
2-3 daily; mix of fast car ferries and sea-buses;
30TL foot passenger, 120TL car; 2hr).
to: istanbul (at least 2 daily early
morning and early evening; foot passenger 20TL,
car 80TL; 1hr 45min).
to: Bandirma (April-Oct 1 daily at 7pm;
4hr 30min); Erdek (April-Oct 2 daily at 3pm & 5pm,
via Marmara islands; 90TL car; 5hr 30min).
to: istanbul (May—Oct 5 ferries & 1 sea-bus
daily, Nov—April 2—3 daily; foot passenger 13TL, car
65TL; 1hr 10min); Pendik (11 ferries & 2 sea-buses
daily; 6TL foot passenger, 50TL car; 45min).
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CHAPTER 3

Highlights

< Battlefield sites and
cemeteries The Gelibolu
(Gallipoli) peninsula was
the scene of a major Allied
defeat during World War I,
commemorated each April on
Anzac Day. See p.200

% Gékgeada Turkey'’s largest
island is a scenic, rugged
place, with idyllic beaches
and a lingering ethnic-Greek
presence. See p.206

’ Bozcaada (Tenedos) Small,
popular island with an elegant
harbour town, fine wines and
decent beaches. See p.208

% Assos The ancient site offers
stunning views of Lésvos
island: the medieval village
and picturesque harbour

downhill are built of the same
volcanic stone. See p.213

% Ayvalik and Cunda Relax in
these adjacent, former Greek
olive-oil-processing ports,
with their intriguing mix of
derelict and restored Ottoman
houses. See p.217

% Ancient Pergamon Both the
acropolis, with its sweeping
views and restored temple,
and the Asklepion downhill
constitute some of the finest
Roman ruins in the Aegean.
See p.224

*k Sardis With an evocative
Artemis temple and restored
baths, these remote ruins
reward a detour inland.

See p.231

A Artemis temple, Sardis




urkey’s North Aegean sees far fewer visitors than the coastline further
south. While there are some excellent sandy beaches, the lower sea tempera-
ture and lack of a major airport have protected the region from widespread
development. Most summer visitors are Turks and, while tourism is inevi-
tably important to the local economy, even in August visitor numbers don’t match
those at the country’s more renowned destinations. Away from the few resorts,
farming, fishing and (close to Izmir) heavy industry provide the main livelihoods.

In this area, the territory of ancient Aeolia, civilization bloomed under the
Phrygians, who arrived in Anatolia during the thirteenth century BC. Later,
Greek colonists established coastal settlements, leaving the region rich in Classical
and Hellenistic remains. Although the sparse ruins of Troy don’t quite live up to
their literary and legendary reputation, ancient Assos and Pergamon (modern
Bergama) display more tangible reminders of the power and wealth of the greater
Greek cultural sphere. Less visited are the recently excavated ruins of Alexandria
Troas, and the isolated Lydian city of Sardis, ancient capital of King Croesus,
huddled at the foot of impressive mountains.

Coming from Istanbul or anywhere else in northwestern Turkey, the most
obvious entry point is Canakkale — useful as a base for both the ruins at Troy and
the World War I battlefields on the Gelibolu (Gallipoli) peninsula. Offshore,
the fine Turkish Aegean islands of Gékgeada and Bozcaada provide an easy
escape from Canakkale. The road south from Canakkale is justifiably marked as
scenic on most maps, with much of the route wooded and gently hilly, giving way
to a coastal strip backed by the mountains of the Kazdag: range that conceal
idyllic villages like Yesilyurt and Adatepe. Further south, the best stretches of
beach lie near Ayvalik-Cunda — the area’s longest-established resort — though
there are also pleasant sands below Assos, at Candarli and north of Foga.

In general there’s less to see inland, with a mountainous landscape and a few
predominantly industrial cities. However, the Izmir-Bandirma railway provides
an alternative approach to the region, passing through unremarkable Balikesir
(from where there are frequent buses to Ayvalik), Soma (a short bus ride away from
Bergama) and Manisa — the only town worthy of any prolonged attention.

While blessed with a superb setting on the Dardanelles straits, CANAKKALE has
little to detain you except for the few traces of a multicultural past that can be found
in its compact old quarter, and a busy seafront that’s home to a replica of the Trojan
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horse used in the 2004 film Troy. Most people, however, use the town as a popular
base for visiting the World War I battlefields at Gallipoli on the European side of
the Dardanelles, as well as the ruins of Troy. Canakkale is also the starting point for
seasonal sea-buses to the Turkish Aegean islands of Gékgeada and Bozcaada.

The Dardanelles (Canakkale Bogazi in Turkish) have defined Canakkale’s
history and its place in myth. The area’s Classical name, Hellespont, derives from
Helle, who, while escaping from her wicked stepmother on the back of a winged
ram, fell into the swift-moving channel and drowned. From Abydos on the Asian
side, the youth Leander used to swim to Sestos on the European shore for trysts
with his lover Hero, until one night he too perished in the currents; in despair
Hero drowned herself as well. Byron narrowly escaped being added to the list of
victims on his swim in the opposite direction in 1810.

In 480 BC Xerxes' Persian hordes crossed these waters on their way to Greece;
and in 411 and 405 BC the last two naval battles of the Peloponnesian War took
place in the straits, the latter engagement ending in decisive defeat for the Athenian
fleet. Twenty centuries later Mehmet the Conqueror constructed the elaborate
fortresses of Kilitbahir and Cimenlik Kale opposite each other to tighten the stran-
glehold being applied to doomed Constantinople. In March 1915, an Allied fleet
attempting to force the Dardanelles and attack Istanbul was repulsed by Turkish
shore batteries, with severe losses, prompting the even bloodier land campaign
usually known as Gallipoli. These days the straits are still heavily militarized, and
modern Canakkale is very much a navy town.

Ferries from Eceabat on the Gelibolu peninsula or from Gékgeada dock at the base
of Cumbhuriyet Bulvari, which roughly splits the town in two; those from Kilit-
bahir dock a block southwest. Most of what there is to see or do in Canakkale,
except for the archeological museum, lies within walking distance of here. The
airport is 2km southeast of town; shuttle buses serve flights to and from Istanbul.

The otogar, with buses to Bursa, Edirne and all north Aegean destinations, is out
on Atatiirk Caddesi, a fifteen-minute walk from the central seafront. However,
many buses pass straight through town to cross the straits, and travellers may find
it more convenient to board at the ferry docks. Bus companies also provide free
shuttles to the ofogar from their respective offices near the tourist office. Dolmuges
to Troy run from the riverside terminal shown on the map on p.198.

The tourist office on Cumhuriyet Meydani (June—Sept daily 8am—noon &
1-7pm, Oct—May Mon—Fri 8am—noon & 1-5pm; ®0286/217 1187), next to the
main dock, gives out an excellent, free, pocket-sized city guide, which can also be
picked up at some of the smarter hotels.

Except around Anzac Day, April 25, you'll have little trouble finding a room or a
bed, or getting a hefty discount from peak rates. Just south of the tourist office and
main ferry landing, the Saat Kulesi (clocktower) marks the entrance to a warren of
old-town lanes, home to various inexpensive pansiyons and mid-range hotels. More
upmarket hotels can be found across Cumhuriyet Meydani or along the waterfront.

Kordon Boyu ®0286/217 9456, Saat Kulesi Meyd 8, opposite the
@ www.hotelakol.com. Multistorey, four-star, clocktower ®0286/217 7777, @ www
seafront hotel offering a decent level of luxury — .anzachotel.com. Well-run, three-star hotel
albeit rather impersonal — in its good-sized whose rather grim exterior belies cheerful

rooms (some with sea views), two restaurants and earth-tone rooms with LCD TVs and big
rooftop bar. bathrooms. There’s also an on-site restaurant
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and separate café decorated with mirror art, and
private parking.

Cumhuriyet Meyd 28 ®0286/213
2000, @ www.hotelartur.com. The brown, cream
and ochre decor of the rooms at this three-star
hotel don’t quite match the lobby in splendour, but
the bathrooms are modern and fair-sized, and there
are some superior suites (without balcony,
however). Recommended ground-floor restaurant
(see opposite).

Cumhuriyet Meyd 57 ®0286/212
1818, @ www.helenhotel.com. A good-value,
mid-range hotel. The rooms are somewhat stuffy
and balcony-less, but the bathrooms are decent
and there’s a pleasant breakfast mezzanine.
Off-street parking.

Fetvane Sok 13 ®0286/217
8192, @ www.anzachotel.com

/kervansaray.htm. Justifiably popular hotel in a

©, Archeological Museum, Troy & Airport

1903 judge’s mansion with a later rear annexe,
co-managed with the Anzac. The mansion rooms
are boutique-style with mock belle-époque
furnishings, though the front ones suffer from
street noise — ask for 206 or 207 facing the lovely
central garden. Other than their parquet floors, the
annexe rooms are less distinguished, perched
above the area where the above-average
breakfast is served. There’s also a rather nautical
garden suite.

Aslan Abla Sok 5, 150m
from clocktower ®0286/217 3343, @ www
.yellowrose.4mg.com. Much the more pleasant and
quieter of Ganakkale’s two backpacker hostels,
with top-floor dorms (15TL) and basic but en-suite
doubles (%) lower down. There’s a carp pond in
the breakfast area, ping-pong in the garden,
internet access, a laundry service and battlefield
tours on offer.
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The name Canakkale means “Pottery Castle”, after the garish local ceramics that
find their way into the ethnographic section of every Turkish museum. The main
nod to local style is the well-restored old bazaar beyond the clocktower, with its
ornate shops — especially the 1889-built Yal1 Han1 — and houses, evidence of the
town’s polyglot profile before 1923: until Cretan Muslims arrived as part of the
population exchanges, Canakkale (like 1zmir) had significant Greek, Jewish and
Armenian populations, and even foreign consuls — the Italian one donated the
clocktower in 1897. The elegant 1880s synagogue in the backstreets can be visited
(8am—noon & 1-5pm), as can the functioning Yali Hamami (6am—midnight; men
and women), though the Armenian church is usually shut.

Beyond the bazaar, Cimenlik Park contains Sultan Mehmet II's Cimenlik Kale
(closed to the public) and an assortment of torpedoes and artillery from various
countries. It’s also home to the Naval Museum (Deniz Miizesi; daily except Mon
& Thurs 9am—noon & 1.30-5pm; 3TL), with more military paraphernalia, plus
photos of Seddiilbahir in ruins after Allied shelling and Atatiirk’s funeral. Back on
the park esplanade is a replica of the minelayer Nusrat, which stymied the Allied
fleet in March 1915 by re-mining at night zones that the French and British had
swept clean by day.

Almost 2km from the town centre, the Archeological Museum (Arkeoloji
Miizesi; daily: summer 8am—6.45pm; winter 8am—5.30pm; may close at 1pm on
Sun & hols; 5TL) can be reached by any Atatiirk Caddesi dolmus labelled “Kepez”
or “Giizelyali”. The poorly arranged collection is strong on brass implements,
delicate glass and glazed pottery, gold and jewellery, unfired lamps and Hellenistic
figurines from the nearby Bozcaada and Dardanos tumuli. The highlights,
however, are two exquisite sarcophagi: the late Archaic “Polyxena”, in perfect
condition, with a procession on one side and the sacrifice (in grisly detail) of
Priam’s daughter on the other, and the fourth-century BC “Altikula¢”, more
damaged but showing a finely detailed boar hunt and battle scene with a mounted
warrior spearing a victim.

Restaurants and cafés line the quayside both north and south of the main ferry
terminal, offering a variety of dishes, with seafood, unsurprisingly, prominent —
however, touting is common, and heading a few steps inland will get you better
value. A major university town since 1992, Canakkale has a lively student
nightlife, especially along Fetvane Sokagi running south from the clocktower.
Bars there change regularly — just choose the current fave according to the
soundtrack and the crowd. The AFM cinema in the Carrefour shopping centre by
the otogar shows mainstream releases in English; there’s also a Friday-night
cinematheque in the Belediye Is Merkezi, behind the Atatiirk statue.

Restaurants

Barig Kordonu, corner Yeni Kordon 1.

That rare beast: an upmarket, licensed kebap place
in a quiet spot with sea views. A good lunch option
after taking in the nearby archeological museum.
Cumhuriyet Meyd 28. An elegant indoor
dining space beneath the Artur Hotel with a surpris-
ingly affordable Mediterranean bistro-style menu. As

the name suggests, coffee is the highlight. Licensed.

Fetvane Sok 11. The most popular of
several similar ev yemekleri (home-style cooking)

places on this lane, where for a set price (about
10TL, including a non-alcoholic drink) you fill your
own salad plate and staff top up a bigger platter
with stews of the day. Sit on the vine-shaded patio
out back, or in the old house in cooler weather.
Closes 8.30pm.

Eski Balikhane Sok 3. A designer interior,
with hovering waiters, sculpted vegetables and a
Western soundtrack: the menu is Med bistro style,
and better for pizza and salads than seafood.
Expect to pay around 25TL a head before booze.
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Kordon Boyu, opposite yacht marina. Fetvane Sok 28. The

One of the less expensive waterfront places, with a courtyard of the historic Yali Hani is the
standard seafood-grill meze menu. place for a well-priced tea, coffee, soft drink, beer
Eski Balikhane Sok 31. A range of unusual or nargile (hookah) at any hour; there’s live music a

mezes and seafood served upstairs or in the ground- : few nights a week, when prices climb slightly and
floor conservatory of this historic building, but fish the student contingent attends in force. Coming
prices (typically 75TL/kilo) are the city’s highest. events on @ www.yalihani.com (Turkish only).

Carsi Cad 14. Just three outside tables
Bars and cafés opposite the Yali Camii, for proper European

Eski Balikhane Sok 11. Probably the liveliest : cappuccinos and espressos — at European prices.
of the waterfront bars; also does light snacks.

Burdened with a grim military history but endowed with some fine scenery and
beaches, the slender Gelibolu (Gallipoli) peninsula — roughly 60km in length
and between 4km and 18km wide — forms the northwest side of the Dardanelles,
the straits connecting the Aegean with the Sea of Marmara. Site of the 1915
Gallipoli landings, the peninsula contains a sobering series of memorials and
cemeteries, both Allied and Turkish.

The World War I battlefields and cemeteries scattered around the Gelibolu
peninsula are a moving sight, the past violence made all the more poignant by
the present beauty of the landscape. The whole area is now either fertile rolling
country, or cloaked in thick scrub and pine forest alive with birds, making it
difficult to imagine the carnage of 1915. Much of the flatter land is farmed, and
ploughing still turns up pieces of rusting equipment, fragments of shrapnel,
human bones and even unexploded munitions. The entire area southwest of
Eceabat and Kabatepe is a national historical park, which means no camping,
picnicking, fire-lighting, foliage-plucking or second-home development
beyond the few existing villages. The Allied cemeteries and memorials were
built in the early 1920s, mostly designed by Scottish architect Sir John Burnet;
they replaced and consolidated the makeshift graveyards of 1915, though over
half the deceased were never found or identified — thus the massive cenotaphs.
Since the ascendance of the AK Party in 2002, the battlefields and cemeteries
have also become conspicuously popular with Turkish visitors — up to two
million annually — who arrive on massive pilgrimages organized by AK-run
municipalities, especially in May and late September. These religious tourists
specifically venerate the Turkish fallen as gehitler, or martyrs for Islam — in
pointed contrast to the secularist narrative spun around the eight-month
Gallipoli campaign, which made famous a previously unknown lieutenant-
colonel, Mustafa Kemal, later Atatiirk.

Whether visiting the battlefields independently, or on a tour, Canakkale, or
Eceabat in the south of the peninsula, are the best places to base yourself. Modern
Gelibolu town (see p.171) at the northern end of the peninsula is too remote to be
of much practical use as a base.

The numerous open-air sites have no admission fees or fixed opening hours.
Even with your own transport, you'll need a day — two for enthusiasts — to see the
major cemeteries and cenotaphs. You'll also want time to wander a little, take in
the natural beauty and, in season, swim. Outside the villages of Eceabat and
Seddiilbahir there are few amenities, so lunch stops must be carefully planned.
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Independent visits to the sites can also be made using a combination of minibus
rides and walking. Minibuses run from Eceabat to Kabatepe dock via the Kabatepe
Information Centre/Museum, and from Eceabat to Kilitbahir. From the information
centre, you can walk around the main sites just north within a couple of hours. At
Kilitbahir, minibuses meet the Canakkale car ferries in summer and take passengers
to Seddiilbahir via Algitepe, from where you can tour the surrounding cemeteries
and memorials on foot. It’s also usually possible to rent montain bikes in Eceabat,
but some roads are steep, and secondary tracks can be rough and muddy in winter.

There’s little to choose between the many mainstream companies that offer guided
tours of the battlefields — all are supposed to have licensed, English-speaking guides
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with a thorough knowledge of the sites. Tours all cost the same (50TL per head),
are the same length (5hr; in the afternoon) and visit identical sites, usually preceded
by a screening of the 1987 documentary, The Fatal Shore and/or Peter Weir’s 1981
film Gallipoli, and sometimes a picnic lunch. Itineraries, with a strong Anzac
emphasis, don’t stray much from a core area just north of the park boundary and
visit — in this order — the Kabatepe Museum, several beach cemeteries nearby, the
Lone Pine cemetery, Johnston’s Jolly, the Turkish 57th Regiment cemetery, The
Nek and Conkbayir: hill. By far the best of the conventional tours is run by Crowded
House in Ecebat (see), who also offer (for 25TL) a morning’s add-on of snorkelling
over the Milo, an Allied ship scuttled in Suvla Bay. If you have your own transport,
consider hiring the best private guide to the battlefields, Kenan Celik (@ www
.keelik.com, ®0532/738 6675), an instructor at Canakkale’s university, who leads
full- and multi-day tours as well as the usual itineraries.

Forty kilometres south of Gelibolu and diagonally opposite Canakkale, ECEABAT
is a scruffy, cheerless place, but without your own transport makes the most
convenient base for touring the battlefields. Most buses arrive at their ticket offices
behind the jetty, where car ferries arrive regularly from Canakkale. There’s a
PTT on the street leading north from the jetty, and an ATM on the jetty meydan.

Soon after World War | began, the Allies realized that Russia could not be supplied
by sea, nor a Balkan front opened against the Central Powers, unless Ottoman
Turkey was eliminated. Winston Churchill, then First Lord of the Admiralty,
decided that the quickest way to accomplish this would be to force the
Dardanelles with a fleet and bombard istanbul into submission. A combined
Anglo-French armada made several, repulsed attempts on the straits during
November 1914, before returning in earnest on March 18, 1915, when they
reached 10km up the waterway before striking numerous Turkish mines, losing
several vessels and hundreds of crew.

The Allied fleet retreated and regrouped on the Greek island of Limnos to prepare
an amphibious assault on Turkish positions along the peninsula. The plan involved an
Anglo-French landing at Cape Helles, Seddlilbahir and Morto Bay at the mouth of the
straits, and a simultaneous Anzac (Australia-New Zealand Army Corps) assault at
Kabatepe beach, 13km north. The Australians landed first at dawn on April 25, 1915,
with the British and French landing an hour afterwards, followed by the New
Zealanders later in the day.

This hare-brained scheme ran into trouble immediately. Anglo-French brigades at
the southernmost cape were pinned down by Turkish fire and the French contingent
was virtually annihilated; after two days they had only penetrated 6.5km inland, just
before Krithia (Algitepe) village, and never got any further. The fate of the Anzac
landing was even more horrific: owing to a drifting signal buoy, the Aussies and
Kiwis disembarked not on the broad sands of Kabatepe, with gentle terrain inland,
but at a cramped cove by Ariburnu, 2km north, overlooked by Turkish-held cliffs.
Despite heavy casualties (around 2000 on the first day alone), the Ans advanced
inland, as the Turks initially retreated. The next day, they threatened the Turkish
stronghold of Gonkbayiri, where lieutenant-colonel Mustafa Kemal told his poorly
equipped, illiterate troops: “I am not ordering you to attack, | am ordering you to
die.” Turkish reinforcements soon arrived, and the Anzac force never made it further
than 800m inland.



Accommodation is not usually a problem, other than around Anzac Day. The
best budget option by far is the well-run Crowded House (0286/814 1565,
@ www.crowdedhousegallipoli.com), just inland from the ferry plaza, with
salubrious doubles (@), six-bunk dorms (20TL), a book swop and on-site café.
Alternatively, try the waterside Aqua Boss Hotel (®0286/814 2458, @www
.heyboss.com; @), 800m south of the jetty, with attractive stone walls, renovated
bathrooms and galleried, sea-facing family quads, or TJs Hotel (®0286/814 2458,
@ www.anzacgallipolitours.com), behind the jetty, with a mix of doubles (©) and
dorm bunks (15TL), plus a popular roof bar.

Several restaurants serve steam-tray dishes along the waterfront south of the
jetty; the Meydan is as good as any. For fish, head to the licensed Liman, at the far
southern end of the strip across the road out.

If you have transport, a better place to stay is in tranquil KOCADERE village,
7km north, just off the Kabatepe road, at the Belgian/Turkish-run % Gallipoli
Houses (®0286 814 2650, @ www.gallipoli.com.tr; @, suites @ half-board only).
State-of-the-art rooms are distributed over a restored main house (with roof
terrace) and new-built garden units: all the rooms have terraces or balconies, wood
cabinetry, insect screens, rain showers and terracotta tiles for underfloor heating.
The evening meals are a highlight, marrying Turkish mezes with continental mains
and an excellent regional wine-and-rak: cellar; advance booking is essential,
especially in May and autumn.

A supplementary British landing occurred at northerly Cape Suvla, followed by
ferocious assaults on the summit in the middle of August, which the Turks repulsed.
Otherwise the confrontation consisted of stagnant trench warfare, with neither side
having sufficient artillery to gain a decisive advantage. Finally, in November 1915, the
Allies gave up, with the last troops leaving Seddulbahir on January 9, 1916. Churchill’s
career went into temporary eclipse, while that of Mustafa Kemal was only just beginning.

The reasons for the Allied defeat are many. In addition to the chanciness of the
basic strategy, the incompetence of the Allied commanders — who often counter-
manded each other’s orders or failed to press advantages with reinforcements — was
significant. Much credit for the successful Turkish resistance goes to Mustafa
Kemal, later known as Atatiirk, whose role in the two Turkish victories at Conkbayiri
is legendary (countrywide, he’s depicted hunched over in silhouette, patrolling that
ridge). Enjoying a charmed life, he narrowly escaped death on several occasions and,
aside from his tactical skills, succeeded — by threats, persuasion or example — in
rekindling morale among often outgunned and outnumbered Ottoman infantrymen.

At various times, half a million men were deployed at Gallipoli; of these over fifty
percent were killed, wounded or missing. Allied deaths totalled around 46,000 while
the Turkish dead are estimated at 86,000. Fatal casualties among the AnzacS in
particular — around 11,500 — were severe compared to the island-nations’ popula-
tions, but would be dwarfed by the 48,000 or so Anzacs killed on the western front
later in the war. Some claims (and a major thesis of Peter Weir's Gallipoli) that the
Allied top brass regarded only Anzac “colonials” as expendable cannon fodder don’t
bear scrutiny; two Irish battalions suffered over fifty percent casualties on the first day
and the 42nd Manchester Division was almost completely wiped out. However, this
baptism by blood had several long-term effects: a sense of Australia and New
Zealand having come of age as sovereign countries; the designation of April 25 as
Anzac Day, a solemn holiday in Australia and New Zealand; and a healthy antipodean
scepticism about joining international adventures — though both countries were
press-ganged by the US into sending troops to Vietnam.

‘ NV3ID3IV HLYON IHL

203



‘ NV3I93V HLYON IHL

204

The tiny village of KILITBAHIR, 5km south of Eceabat, is dwarfed by Sultan
Mehmet’s massive, irregularly shaped castle (Tues—Sun 8.30am—noon &
1.30-7pm; 3TL), with a lobed, triangular keep and six unguarded stairways
leading up to the curtain walls. Climb them at your own risk — a 40-year-old Turk
fell to his death in 2008. On its seaward side, you can visit the Namazgah Tabyas1
(Tues—Sun 8.30am—noon & 1.30—7pm; 3TL), a series of half-subterranean bunkers
and shore batteries built in the 1890s.

Kilitbahir has a few shoreline tea houses and snack bars but no accommodation.
Ferries ply the narrowest (1300m) point of the Dardanelles to Canakkale every
thirty minutes — the fastest (8min) and (for drivers) cheapest crossing (see “Travel
details”, p.232).

The first logical stop is at the Kabatepe Information Centre and Museum (daily
9am—1pm & 2—6pm; 3TL), 9km northwest of Eceabat, which contains a well-
labelled selection of archive photos, maps, weapons, trenching tools, uniforms,
mess-kits, personal effects — such as touching letters home — and a few human
remains, including a Turkish skull with a bullet lodged in it.

The first sites along the coast road north of the Centre are the Beach,
Shrapnel Valley and Shell Green cemeteries — the latter 300m inland up a
steep track, suitable only for 4WD vehicles. These are followed by Anzac Cove
and Ariburnu, site of the first, bungled Anzac landing and location of the
dawn service on Anzac Day. At both, memorials bear Atatiirk’s famous concili-
atory quotation concerning the Allied dead, which begins: “Heroes who shed
their blood and lost their lives! You are now lying in the soil of a friendly
country. Therefore rest in peace.” Looking inland, you'll see the murderous
badlands — including the eroded pinnacle overhead nicknamed “The Sphinx”
by the hapless Australians — that gave the defenders such an advantage. Beyond
Anzac Cove, the terrain flattens out and the four other cemeteries (Canterbury,

Anzac Day, April 25, is the busiest day of the year on the peninsula, when up to
10,000 Australians and New Zealanders arrive to commemorate the Allied defeat. In
the days leading up to the 25th, Eceabat and Ganakkale fill with visitors: tours can
be organized locally or from just about any travel agent in istanbul, while all
UK-based overland companies include Anzac Day in their itineraries.

The day begins with the 5.30am Dawn Service at Anzac Cove, though most
people show up much earlier to camp out, as the police close all roads around the
grave sites to traffic from 3am. The service used to be relatively informal, but since
the late 1990s antipodean diplomats and government ministers attend and the
ceremony now features official speeches, prayers and a member of the Australian or
New Zealand forces playing a poignant “Last Post” at sunrise. An hour’s breakfast
break follows before the rest of the morning’s ceremonies resume — wreath-laying at
the British, French and Turkish memorials, and more services at the Australian
memorial at Lone Pine and the New Zealand memorial at Chunuk Bair.

For most people, being at Gallipoli on Anzac Day is a solemn affair — many are here
to commemorate ancestors who lost their lives during World War I. However, there
have been a few violent confrontations between drunken backpackers and right-wing
Turks in the past. As a result, alcohol is now strictly banned at the Dawn Service —
and indeed, all year round at any of the cemeteries or memorials.



No. 2 Outpost, New Zealand No. 2 Outpost and Embarkation Pier) are more
dispersed.

Good dirt tracks lead north from Ariburnu to the beaches and salt lake at Cape
Suvla, today renamed Kemikli Burnu (“bone-strewn headland”), location of four
more cemeteries of August casualties, mostly English, Scottish, Welsh and Irish.

From Anzac Cove, most visitors return to the Kabatepe Information Centre, then
head uphill along the one-way road that roughly follows what was the front line,
to the former strongholds (now cemeteries) scattered around Conkbayiri hill. To
the left of this road is Shrapnel Valley — the single, perilous supply line that ran
up-valley from what is now the Beach Cemetery to the trenches. Along the road,
you’ll pass a massive statue depicting a purported incident from the first day of
landings — a Turk carrying a wounded Australian officer back to his lines — suppos-
edly witnessed by another officer who later became Lord Casey, 1965-70
Governor-General of Australia. However, the incident isn’t mentioned in Casey’s
detailed memoirs and he wasn’t even at that sector of the lines, so the statue is best
viewed as an allegory of the chivalry which (sometimes) prevailed in the campaign.

Just beyond is Lone Pine (Kanl Sirt), lowest strategic position on the ridge and
the largest graveyard-cum-memorial to those buried unmarked or at sea. Action
here was considered a sideshow to the main August 6-9 offensive further up
Conkbayiri; a total of 28,000 men died in four days at both points. Just up from
Lone Pine is the Mehmetcik memorial to the Turkish soldiers who perished, and
at Johnston’s Jolly (named after an artillery officer who liked to “jolly the Turks
up” with his gun) is a heavily eroded section of trench beneath the pine trees.
Most of the trenches on display are actually reconstructions, with the original ones
hidden and little visited; British/Anzac ones followed a zigzag course, while
Turkish ones adopted the German dogtooth pattern. All along the ridge, trenches
of the opposing sides lay within a few metres of each other, with the modern road
corresponding to the no-man’s-land in between.

Further along, on the right, is the 57th Turkish Regiment cemetery, whose
men Mustafa Kemal ordered to their deaths, thus buying time for reinforcements
to arrive. Here is made clear the religious aspect of the campaign for contemporary
Turks, with an inscription eulogizing martyrdom and a small open-air prayer area.
Just beyond, a left fork leads to The Nek — scene of the futile charge and massacre
of the Australian Light Horse Brigade at the conclusion of Peter Weir’s Gallipoli.
To the right the main road continues uphill past Baby 700 cemetery — marking
the furthest Allied advance on April 25 — and to the massive New Zealand
memorial obelisk and the five-monolith Turkish memorial atop Conkbayzr1 hill
(Chunuk Bair). An inscription chronicles Kemal’s organization of successful
resistance to the August Allied attacks, and marks the spot where Atatiirk’s pocket-
watch stopped a fragment of shrapnel, thus saving his life.

KABATEPE port, boarding point for the car-ferry to the Turkish Aegean island
of Gokgeada (see p.206), lies 1km southwest of the Kabatepe Information Centre.
There’s a fair beach to the north of the harbour — intended site of the Anzac
landing — another just south at a forestry picnic grounds (3TL admission), and a
third one 5km south at Kum Limani. This is the best of the trio with warm,
clean, calm sea, but access is straddled by the grounds of the Kum Hotel
(®0286/814 1455, @ www.hotelkum.com; @), which charges nonresidents for
use of the beach. The hotel is the smartest on the peninsula, other than Gallipoli
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Houses (see p.203), but also accepts caravans and camper vans (not tents) in a basic
attached campsite.

A further 9km south, the village of ALCITEPE village has two private war
museums and not much else; beyond here lie six scattered British cemeteries,
consequences of the landing at Cape Helles. This appears 8km further, adorned by
the huge British Cape Helles Memorial. The views from here are magnificent,
with abundant Ottoman fortifications hinting at the age-old importance of the
place. Tucked between the medieval bulwarks is the V Beach of the Allied expedi-
tion, behind which lies the biggest of the local British cemeteries.

Just uphill, the village of SEDULLBAHIR has one restaurant and several basic
pansiyons, of which the Helles Panorama, on the Cape Helles road (®0286/862
0035, @ www.hellespanorama.com; @), is the most pleasant; it has lovely gardens,
at the edge of the village, though none of the rooms are en suite.

A southeasterly turning just before Seddiilbahir leads to the striking French
Cemetery, above the sandy Morto Bay, with its massive ossuaries, rows of black
metal crosses (with North and West African troops disproportionately represented),
and memorial to the sailors of the Bouvet, sunk on March 18, 1915. At the end of
this road looms the unmissable Canakkale Sehitler Anit1, or Canakkale Martyrs’
Memorial, which resembles a stark, tetrahedral footstool and commemorates all
the Ottoman dead.

Strategically straddling the Dardanelles, Gokgeada and Bozcaada were the only
Aegean islands to revert to Turkey after the 1923 Treaty of Lausanne, which
concluded the Greek-Turkish war. Under the terms of the agreement, the islands’
Greek Orthodox inhabitants were exempt from that year’s population exchange,
but after 1937 both islands were re-militarized (access to foreigners was banned
until 1987), and the Turkish authorities began to assert their sovereignty more
forcefully. Although a formal population exchange was never instigated, most of
the islands” Greek population had left by 1974, to be replaced by Turkish settlers.

Both islands have good beaches: the smaller Bozcaada is fashionable with
weekenders from Istanbul, thus expensive, while the larger Gokgeada is cheaper
and more dramatic, with less-developed tourism.

Hovering just northwest of the Dardanelles, GOKCEADA (known as Imroz until
1970) is tantalizingly visible from the Gelibolu battlefields. Scenic, fertile and
volcanic, with healthy pine and kermes oak forests in the west and pure springs to
drink from, it’s big enough to make bringing your own vehicle a must, as sparse
local dolmus services only serve the populated northwest.

Imroz was taken by Greece in the 1912—13 Balkan Wars, and during the Gallipoli
campaign served as British commander Sir Ian Hamilton’s headquarters, and as an
important way-station between Limnos and the battlefields. Today its main claim
to fame is its superb, organic produce, especially olive oil, tomato jam, honey and
cheese. Its summer tourist trade comprises some Romanians and Bulgarians, but
mostly consists of thousands of returned Greek islanders (see box opposite) and
their descendants, especially around the main Orthodox panayir (festival) of
August 14-16, when beds are at a premium.

Gokgeada is easily accessible by car-ferry from Kabatepe and sea-bus from
Canakkale (see “Travel details” for frequencies and prices). In August, or any



After reverting to Turkish sovereignty in 1923, the island’s population of 7000
Orthodox Greeks (down from over 9000 in 1912) was more or less left to itself for
forty years, save for a couple of hundred gendarmes and officials. But when the
Cyprus conflict re-erupted in 1964, the Turkish government decided to “claim” the
island more pointedly by garrisoning troops, imposing Turkish place-names, closing
all Greek-language schools, settling Turkish civilians from the mainland and estab-
lishing an open prison, whose inmates terrorized the locals. These measures had the
desired effect: today there are only about 250 full-time ethnic Greek residents.

Since the 1990s thaw in relations between Greece and Turkey, however, many
Greek islanders have returned seasonally to renovate their previously abandoned
houses and keep at least some of the many churches functioning. But the older
generation remains wary, dependent as they are on the good will of the authorities
and resentful that their children, born elsewhere, don’t qualify for Turkish citizen-
ship and thus can’t own real estate in this military zone.

summer weekend, car-space must be booked hours in advance, and south winds
may cancel services. The island has three ATMs and one petrol pump, but these
can all conceivably run dry in summer, so come prepared.

Boats dock at Kuzu Limani (Ayios Kirykos), 6km from the island’s small inland
capital, known as GGKQEADA MERKEZ (Panayi4). Grim modern architecture
on the main drag contrasts with island vernacular in the backstreets, especially in
the hillside district of Cinarli. There’s a seasonal wooden tourist information
booth on the central roundabout (daily 10.30am—7pm). Few will opt for the noisy
main-drag hotels — head instead to Cinarli, where Tagkin (®0286/887 3266,
@ www.taskinotel.com; @), has rear rooms facing open countryside, with big
modern bathrooms and small balconies. There are several unlicensed sulu yemek
restaurants along the main street, or sample pide and kebap at the friendly, cheap
and licensed Ada, at the start of the road west. A pricier alternative is the central
Hamam seafood restaurant, in a restored Turkish baths.

From the central roundabout, a road leads north to the turning for ridge-top
ESKI BADMLI (Glyki) with its seasonal Greek population, single café and a
comfortable hotel, Masi (®0286/887 4619, @ www.gokceadamasi.com; @, sea
view @) with a pool and restaurant. At the end of the road on the north shore,
KALEKOY LIMANI is home to much of the island’s accommodation,
though its port beach — mostly swallowed by an ugly new quay — is an off-limits
military zone. The best of several places along its single street is Kale
(®0286/887 3438; @), with a busy restaurant, though the most unusual food
can be found at % Meyhane Son Vapur, with good-quality mezes and seafood at
moderate prices for the location.

Immediately uphill huddles YUKARI KALEKOY (Kistro), with a ruined
Byzantine-Genoese castle and the island’s former cathedral, Ayia Marina, now
derelict, but set for renovation. Of its three pansiyons the Yakamoz (®0286/887
2057; @), has basic rooms and the island’s best views stretching north to Greek
Samothraki, as well as a good-value terrace restaurant.

Most of the islan(fl’s remaining Greek Orthodox population lives 3km west of
Merkez at ZEYTINLI (Ayii Theodhéri), where many of the central cafés are
Greek-run and specialize in dibek kahvesi — coffee ground in a giant mortar and
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pestle. Of these, Panayot Usta is the tops for muhallebi with a side of ice cream. The
only accommodation is further uphill at Zeytindali (9 0286/887 3707, @ www
.zeytindali.com; @), a superbly restored old inn with a decent ground-floor
restaurant. More interesting, perhaps, is the annexe of Son Vapur at the village
entrance, or the bucolic Cakir’in Yeri, at the start of the slip road to Zeytinli, a
kendin pisin kendin ye restaurant serving up fish and meat.

Exclusively Orthodox-inhabited, TEPEKOY (Agridhia), 7km west, is the focus
of the mid-August festival, observed here with a fervour now lacking in much of
metropolitan Greece. The village is also home to one of the best local tavernas,
featuring well-priced mains and mezes served by a Greek retired here from
Istanbul. He also makes most of the island’s (rather rough-and-ready) wine from
kundiira or kalambdki grapes, and rents rooms upstairs (D 0286/887 4247, @ www
.barbayorgo.com; Easter to early Sept; ©).

Some 15km west of Merkez, DEREKOY (Skhinotdhi) was once Turkey’s
largest village, with 1900 houses, shops, craftsmen and even a cinema. A vast
communal laundry-hall by the main church hints at its former population of 5500,
though today it’s all but abandoned, save for fifty full-time inhabitants. At the
village’s western edge, a track leads 7km north to Marmaros pebble cove, with a
38-metre waterfall 1km inland. There’s a vehicle barrier just below Derekdy, for
which the fire station has the key.

Arguably the best (and closest) of several south-coast beaches, just 10km from
Gokgeada Merkez, is Aydimncik, 1500m of sugary blonde sand lapped by pristine,
warm water. The salt lake just inland is a major habitat for migratory birds,
especially flamingos, and the entire area is supposedly a protected reserve — though
this hasn’t prevented some tourist development. Local windsurfing conditions are
the best in the north Aegean; accordingly several windsurfing schools cluster on the
beach. All have accommodation, the most luxurious being the Gokgeada Windsurf
Club (©0286/898 1016, @ www.surfgokceada.com; April-Oct; @), whose stone-
clad bungalows have contemporary earth-tone decor and big bathrooms. More
basic rooms can be found next door at Celik Pansiyon (®0286/898 1011; @), which
has a decent restaurant that’s open out of peak season. The nearby Sen campsite
(®0286/898 1020), popular with camper vans, also has bungalows (©).

A paved road heads west from here, mostly hugging the coast, for about 15km to
the long, unsigned Kapikaya beach (no amenities); another 5km leads to the
marked (1km) side road to Lazkoyu (Ayfa Kili), a 400-metre, eminently scenic,
protected sandy bay with just a summer snack-shack. Beyond here, there’s no public
access to any beaches until Yuvaly, a further 9km, and even here you must patronize
the beach restaurants of the sprawling Mavi Su Resort (D 0286/897 6246, @ www
.mavisuresort.com; April-Oct; @), a family-friendly resort with well-appointed
doubles and quad bungalows. The final beach, 3km west of little Ugurlu (Livotnia)
fishing port, is Gizli Liman, with no facilities but fine sand and a pine-grove
backdrop. From Ugurlu a paved road leads back to the western hill villages.

Only seven nautical miles from the Turkish mainland, the island of BOZCAADA
(Tenedos) was historically about one fifth Muslim, as evidenced by the odd
medieval mosque or two. Less militarized and more architecturally homogeneous
than its neighbour, it remains temptingly convenient to Turkish holiday-makers
and second-home buyers, and can be quite overrun in summer, when you’ll need
to book accommodation in advance. Its interior consists of gently undulating



A favourable, breezy climate and volcanic soil mean that Bozcaada wines have long
been esteemed. Traditional grape varieties found only here and on Gdkgeada are the
whites Vasilaki and Gavus, and the reds Karalahna, Kuntra (Kundura in Greek) and
Karasakiz. The white grapes are extremely sweet, so need to be fermented to almost
13 percent alcohol. Local red wines tend to be rather tannic owing to the practice of
leaving the entire grape in the vats throughout the fermentation process. There are
currently six vintners on the island, of which Talay, Corvus and Gamlibag have the
best reputation; all three have well-signed tasting boutiques in the Greek quarter.
Corvus is the most prestigious, but also overpriced; at the other outlets you can get
decent-quality wines from 10TL a bottle. The Talay tastery even has its own wine bar
upstairs, with cheese and charcuterie platters accompanying wine by the glass.

countryside covered in vineyards producing notable wine (see box above) and
tufted with a few pine groves.

Ferry access is from Geyikli (Yiikyeri) Iskelesi, a tiny port 70km southwest of
Canakkale. Direct dolmuses from Canakkale’s ofogar connect with the ferry depar-
tures; those coming from the south should aim for Ezine, then Geyikli proper. If
you just miss a boat, there’s an excellent beach just north of the jetty to while away
a couple of hours. Advance booking is recommended for cars in high season, when
Bozcaada’s two ATMs and two fuel pumps can run out, so come prepared.

Ferries dock at the lone settlement of BOZCAADA, built mostly on a grid plan
along a slight slope. It’s surprisingly elegant, with cobbled streets and a good
number of preserved old houses with overhanging upper floors. The former Greek
quarter extended east and north from the church to the sea; nowadays just twenty
elderly Orthodox inhabitants remain resident. Dominating the little fishing port
and ferry jetty is a giant castle (daily 10am—1pm & 2—6pm; 1.5TL), one of the
largest citadels in the Aegean, successively expanded by Byzantine, Genoese,
Venetian and Turkish occupiers, and most recently restored in the 1970s. The only
other formal sight is a History Museum in the Greek quarter (May—Sept
10am—8pm, 5TL), a rather steep admission charge for a collection of local
memorabilia labelled in Turkish only.

Bozcaada is usually packed to the gills from July to early September, when
booking in advance is essential. Parking is a problem in town — the only free car
parks are behind the castle, and between Ege and Kale.

Dolapli Sok 4-6, off road to the
beaches ®0286/697 8424, @ www.armagrandi
.com. An old wine warehouse sympathetically
converted to a stunning boutique hotel, with exposed
ceiling beams and stone pointing even in the
bathrooms, with some rooms skylit in the absence of
windows. Art adorns the ground floor, and there’s
limited parking out back. Open all year.

Mektep Sok, behind castle & 0286/697 8189,
@ www.egehotel.com. In the partially restored
nineteenth-century Greek school, this hotel has
well-appointed rooms over three floors — the
top-floor ones are smaller but have balconies

facing the castle. There’s a pleasant garden bar,
though breakfast is disappointing. Open all year;
some private parking.

At the far end of the central park, well
signed inland from fishing port © 0286 697 8252,
@ www.gumusotel.com.tr. A budget (for Bozcaada)
hotel with two wings: the somewhat ramshackle
old one, a former government building, and a
newer adjacent annexe, both en suite and perfectly
acceptable. Open all year.

On the north shore behind the castle
®0286/697 0250, W www.kaikias.com. Old
masonry fragments, nautical Greek antiques, faded
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hall frescoes and distressed wood floors make this
rambling boutique hotel seem older than its 2001
origins. Rooms are large, with vaulted ceilings and
marble-clad bathrooms, and there’s street parking
nearby, but it's a little overpriced at

At the top of Greek quarter, beyond Ege
®0286/697 8617, @ www.kalepansiyon.net.
One of the island’s few professionally run
pansiyons, with obsessively clean, wooden-floor,
en-suite rooms: they don’t have balconies but most
have views of the castle. Proprietress Pakize sells
home-made jam and serves breakfast at a shaded
terrace opposite. Some parking adjacent.

Yirmi Eyliil Cad, Kisa Sok, 100m
south of church ®0286/697 0242, @ www

.katinaas.com. Designer hotel occupying two old
houses, with every room (and bathroom)

individually decorated. Breakfast is served at tables
in the lane under the vines, or at the cosy café
opposite. April-Oct.

By the giant antenna on the ridge south
of town & 0286/697 0217, ® www.panoramaotel
.com. A very welcoming family runs this quiet, new
inn of six plush rooms. Four of them look out over
the jandarma camp and sea; the other two, and
the lovely breakfast garden, face town. Parking;
April-Oct.

Atatiirk Cad, below the church ® 0286/
677 8171, @ www.rengigul.net. This pansiyon
installed in an 1876-vintage townhouse has
guestrooms (only one en suite) idiosyncratically
decorated with antiques, artwork and curios by its
artist owner; breakfast is served in the walled rear
garden.

Half a dozen restaurants line the harbour, trading mostly in seafood and mezes,
with another cluster of more creative eateries on the castle side of the old Greek
quarter. All the usual bill-padding ploys (see p.45) are rife here, as well as other
local tricks, such as offering “fresh, sea-caught” fish at a reasonable price, then
substituting frozen or farmed fare. Two reliable waterfront restaurants are Tenedos
and Sehir, both serving decent food, with the latter also staying open off season. A
bright spot in the Greek quarter is Salkim, at Cinarcarsi Cad 20 (®0286/697
0540), a ten-table bistro serving smallish portions of local dishes such as sardines
wrapped in grape leaves. Of the cafés, Australian-run Lisa’s (March—Dec), just
inland from the middle of the quay does breakfasts, home-cooked desserts, snacks
and drinks, as well as hosting occasional exhibits by island-resident artists.
Alternatively, try Ada between the central park and the jetty, known for its
red-poppy-based drink, more traditional dishes and a useful website (@www
.bozcaada.info). The most durable nightspot is Polente between the park and the
quay (motto: “Life is a Cabernet”), playing a variety of cutting-edge music
(including even Greek) to a youngish clientele.

Bozcaada is small enough that you can get around using the local minibuses
(summer only, from the base of the jetty), which loop past some fine south-
coast beaches. In season, two outlets in town rent out scooters and
mountain bikes.

Heading southwest out of town on the right-hand road, you'll reach, after 6km,
the island’s most developed beach, Ayazma, with watersports, sunbeds and four
restaurants just inland. The next bay west, Sulubahge, has good broad sand but no
parking or facilities, other than a campsite well inland. Beyond here, Habbelle is
more cramped, with a single snack bar/sunbed franchise. Inland from Ayazma and
its abandoned, eponymous monastery, another paved road leads southeast past
secluded, sandy Beylik cove, and then above small Aqvaryum bay, tucked
scenically to one side of the Mermer Burnu cape. Once past Tuzburnu with its
lighthouse and sandy if exposed bay, the road swings north on its way back to the
port. In Tekirbahge district 2km before town, there’s another accommodation
option: the basic, stone-clad Giiler Pansiyon (©0286/697 8454; @), beautifully
situated behind a small, sandy beach, with only vines — used by the owners to make
their own wine — between it and the sea.



Although by no means Turkey’s most spectacular archeological site, Troy —
thanks to Homer — is probably the most celebrated. Known as Truva or Troia
in Turkish, the remains of the ancient city lie 30km south of Canakkale, 5km
west of the main road. If you show up without expectations and use your
imagination, you may well be impressed. Modern excavation work has greatly
clarified the site, so that nonspecialists can now grasp the basic layout and the
different settlement periods.

Until 1871 Troy was generally thought to have existed in legend only. The
Troad plain, where the ruins lie, was known to be associated with the Troy that
Homer wrote about in the Iliad, but all traces of the city had vanished
completely. In 1871 Heinrich Schliemann, a successful German/American
businessman turned amateur archeologist, obtained permission from the
Ottoman government to start digging on a hill called Hisarlik, where earlier
excavators had already found the remains of a Classical temple and signs of
further, older ruins.

Schliemann’s sloppy trenching work resulted in considerable damage to the
site, only rectified by the first professional archeologist to work at Troy, Carl
Blegen, who began excavations in 1932. Schliemann was also responsible for
removing the so-called Treasure of Priam, a large cache of copper, silver and
gold vessels, plus some fine jewellery, which he smuggled to Berlin where it was
displayed until 1941. The hoard disappeared during the Red Army’s sacking of
the city in May 1945, resurfacing spectacularly in Moscow in 1993: it’s now
exhibited in the Pushkin Museum there. Legal wrangles to determine ownership
are ongoing between Germany and the Russian Federation — with Turkey
putting in a claim too.

Whatever Schliemann’s shortcomings, his unsystematic excavations did
uncover nine distinct layers of consecutive urban developments spanning four
millennia. The oldest, Troy I, dates to about 3600 BC and was followed by four
similar settlements. Either Troy VI or VII is thought to have been the city
described by Homer: the former is known to have been destroyed by an
earthquake in about 1275 BC, while the latter shows signs of having been
wiped out by fire about a quarter of a century later, around the time historians
estimate the Trojan War to have taken place. Troy VIII, which thrived from
700 to 300 BC, was a Greek foundation, while much of the final layer of devel-
opment, Troy IX (300 BC to 300 AD), was built during the heyday of the
Roman Empire.

Although there’s no way of proving that the Trojan War did take place, there’s
a fair amount of circumstantial evidence suggesting that the city was the scene of
some kind of armed conflict, even if it wasn’t the ten-year struggle described in the
Iliad. 1t’s possible that Homer’s epic is based on a number of wars fought between
Mycenaean Greeks and the inhabitants of Troy, who were by turns trading
partners and commercial rivals.

The site entrance (daily: May—Sept 8am—7pm; Oct—April 8am—5pm; 15TL)is by
the car and coach park. Here and at nearby shops you can buy a map/guide, A Tour
of Troia by Dr Manfred Korfmann, the archeologist who, between 1988 and his
death in 2005, oversaw the site’s excavation.
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Just beyond the gate stands a 1970s reconstruction of the Homeric wooden
horse. You can climb a ladder up into the horse’s belly and look out of windows
cut into its flanks (which presumably didn’t feature in the original design). A few
paces west, the city ruins cloak an outcrop overlooking the Troad plain, which
extends about 8km to the sea. A circular trail takes you around the site, with
twelve explanatory panels going some way to bringing the ruins to life. Standing
on what’s left of the ramparts and looking across the plain, it’s not too difficult to
imagine a besieging army, legendary or otherwise, camped below.

Most impressive of the extant remains are the east wall and gate from Troy VI
(1700-1275 BC), of which 330m remain, curving around the eastern and southern
flanks of the city. The inward-leaning walls, 6m high and over 4m thick, would
have been surmounted by an additional brick section. A ramp paved with flat
stones from Troy II (2500-2300 BC), which would have led to the citadel
entrance, also stands out, as does the nearby partially reconstructed Megaron
Building (protected beneath a giant canvas roof ) from the same era, the bricks of
which were turned a bright red when Troy II was destroyed by fire. Schliemann
erroneously used the evidence of this fire to conclude that this had been Homer’s
Troy and that the hoard he discovered here made up “Priam’s treasure”.

The most important monument of Greco-Roman Troy VIII-IX, or Ilium, is the
Doric temple of Athena, rebuilt by Alexander the Great’s general, Lysimakhos,
after Alexander himself had visited the temple and left his armour as a gift. The
most famous relief from the temple, depicting Apollo astride four pawing
stallions, is now in Berlin. Troy was an important religious centre during Greek
and Roman times, and another sanctuary to the Samothracian deities can be
seen near the westernmost point of the site, outside the walls. East of this are a
Greco-Roman odeion and bouleuterion (council hall).

Canakkale is the most sensible base for seeing Troy. Dolmuges run hourly
(9.30am—~7pm; 30min) from the open-air terminal by the river bridge in Canakkale
to TEVFIKIYE village just outside the site entrance. If you’re moving on further
south, return with the Troy—Canakkale minibus to the main road, where you can
flag down a passing long-haul bus. Accommodation in Tevfikiye includes the
Hisarlik Hotel (©0286/283 0026; ©) near the minibus stop, with a restaurant and
guided tours offered, or the hospitable Varol Pansiyon in the village centre
(®0286/283 0828; @), with a self-catering kitchen.

The ruins of Alexandria Troas, an ancient city founded by Alexander the Great’s
general Antigonos |, in 300 BC, lie around 30km south of Troy and 2km south of
Dalyan village. Currently being excavated by archeologists from the University of
Miinster, the site (unenclosed; free) consists of mostly Roman ruins surrounded by
8km of city wall; a sacred way linked it to the Apollo Smintheion sanctuary (see
opposite), while another avenue lined with shops (now uncovered) served the
ancient harbour at Dalyan. The modern road roughly bisects the city; just west of this
are the site’s most obvious features, including the agora temple, its columns and
reliefs set aside for restoration; a huge structure of unknown function; and a partly
dug-up odeion with two massive arched entrances. On the other side of the road are
a basilica and one of several baths, with clay piping exposed. If the warden is
present and you can understand Turkish, a free guided tour is available: if not, you
can wander the site at will.



The minor coastal road south of Alexandria Troas passes tiny agricultural villages
and a hot springs at Tuzla before reaching, after 32km, the curious ancient temple
of Apollo Smintheion. You're best off going by bike or car as there’s only scanty
dolmus service from Ezine, or Ayvacik via Behramkale (Assos), with some services
continuing the final 9%km southwest to Babakale. Coming west along the 25km
from Behramkale, the road threads harsher, hillier terrain marked by attractive,
stone-built villages.

Signposted at the western edge of Giilpinar village (no tourist facilities), the shrine
of Apollo Smintheion is dedicated to one of the more bizarre manifestations of
the god, as Slayer of Mice — coins have even been found depicting Apollo treading
on a mouse. When the original Cretan colonists here were besieged by mice, they
remembered an oracle advising them to settle where they were overrun by the
“sons of earth”. This they took to mean the rodents, so founded the ancient town
of Khryse nearby.

The surviving Hellenistic, Ionic temple (daily 8am—5pm; 5TL) has been partly
restored and some columns re-erected, though its southwest corner has been reclad
in garish new stone. The Efes beer brewery has funded the renovation as well as
the ongoing excavations (no photos allowed) at adjacent Khryse, which have so far
exposed a square reservoir in the sacred precinct, an arcaded baths complex just
below and part of the Sacred Way from Alexandria Troas.

A one-roomed museum at the site entrance (open on request) displays temple
pediment reliefs depicting scenes from the Iliad, including an early episode where
Achilles kidnaps the priestess of the temple here, only to have Agamemnon appro-
priate her. Apollo duly inflicts a plague on the Greeks for this outrage, alleviated
only upon the return of the girl to her father, the temple priest. Sadly, the reliefs
are quite damaged except for the mourning of Patroklos.

The working fishing port of BABAKALE (ancient Lekton) marks the western-
most point of Asia. It’s a low-key place, though this may change once its harbour
improvements designed to attract yachts are completed. The only local sandy
beach, with sunbeds and a snack bar, is 4.5km before Babakale at Akliman,
overlooked by a few holiday villas.

Babakale is dominated by a fine eighteenth-century Ottoman castle (always
open; free), one of the last of its type built. The “baba” of the name refers to a
dervish saint whose tomb is in the graveyard beside the castle. More interesting,
however, are the medieval mosque, a couple of carved marble cesmes (fountains)
and a derelict hamam in the backstreets. Babakale has a couple of hotels above the
harbour — the best is the Uran (®0286/747 0218; @), whose simple restaurant
offers some of the freshest and most reasonably priced fish along this coast.

Situated on and around the eponymous ancient Greek city, ASSOS, 25km south
of Ayvacik, is a charmingly preserved late-medieval village, with a central core of
old houses built in the attractive local volcanic stone. Assos acropolis perches
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above it, spreading down the seaward side of the bluff towards the Aegean.
Modern Assos consists of the village of Behramkale, wrapped around the
landward side of the hill, and the tiny settlement of former warchouses and fishing
cottages grouped around the harbour below. Further along the coast, 4km east of
Assos port, extends the fine shingle beach of Kadirga.

Several dolmuges a day serve Assos from the Friday market-town of Ayvacik,
17km north, as well as from Kiiciikkuyu to the east. The fare from Ayvacik is 3TL
per person, but vehicles won’t leave with fewer than eight passengers, so at quiet
times, if there are few of you, it may be worth paying extra to avoid a long wait.
The journey from Ayvacik threads through hilly countryside covered with olive
trees and vallonea oak, whose acorns yield tannin used in leather production, the
main business of Assos until the early 1900s. The final approach passes a
fourteenth-century, humpback Ottoman bridge, built with ancient masonry,
ending in the square at the village entrance.

Assos dates from about 950 BC, when Greek colonists from Mithymna on neigh-
bouring Lesbos (modern Lésvos) established a settlement, later dedicating a huge
temple to Athena in 530 BC. Hermias, a eunuch disciple of Plato, ruled here two
centuries later, attempting to put Plato’s theories of the ideal city-state into
practice. From 348 to 345 BC Aristotle lived in Assos as Hermias™ guest before
crossing to Lesbos, just before the Persians arrived and put Hermias to death. St Paul
also passed through en route to Lesbos during his third evangelical journey
(c.55 AD; Acts 20:13—14). The site was rediscovered and initially excavated in
1880—83 by a 25-year-old American, Francis Bacon, who was sponsored by the
Antiquarian Society of Boston.

From the town square it’s a short, steep uphill walk to the single-domed
Murat Hiidavendigar Camii (closed), an austere, square-plan fourteenth-
century mosque. Just beyond is the enclosed acropolis site (open daylight
hours; 5TL), where the iconic Temple of Athena provides sweeping views
across the straits to Greek Lésvos. During the 1980s the temple’s Doric columns
were re-erected using inappropriate concrete, but remedial work is now
underway to replace this with masoned stone from the original quarries. The
rest of ancient Assos is a ruined jumble sloping away from the temple summit,
enclosed by impressive, partly intact city walls accented with towers. The
sarcophagi of the necropolis (unenclosed) can be visited on the way down
from the village to the harbour.

Popular with the Istanbul literati, Assos is anything but cheap — on summer
weekends advance booking of accommodation is essential, although midweek,
and in May or September, you can still find rooms at realistic prices. The acropolis
and port attract numerous coach tours, but few stay overnight. Restaurant
options are fairly limited: Kdyiim in the centre specializes in mant;, whilst Kale
halfway up to the acropolis also offers grills and deniz biiriilce. There’s also an ATM
and the only pharmacy in the region.

Accommodation taken on the north-facing conservatory-terrace,
East end of the village ® 0286/721 also a restaurant. Half-board available.

7046, @www.assosyal.com. New boutique inn, By the lower square ® 0286/

whose room interiors contrast sharply with the 721 7410, @ www.biberevi.com. Behram-

stone exterior of the three wings. Breakfast is kale’s top lodgings, named for the twenty species



of peppers (biber) growing in its garden. There are
three rooms in the main house (built in 1860) — the
best has a fireplace — and three more modest ones
in the annexe. Outside is a popular winter
fireplace-lounge-bar with terrace. Host Liitfi is a
fount of local lore and offers excellent meals (half-
board obligatory in season) and proper European
coffee. ¢, half-board .
By the lower square ®0286/721 7172.

Six cosy, veneer-floored rooms facing a pleasant
courtyard (though the en-suite bathrooms are
basic), below a simple restaurant.

East end of the village ®0286/721 7080,
@ www.erispansiyon.com. Hospitable American Emily

offers three plain but tasteful rooms with valley
views, a book swap, communal terrace and flexible-
menu breakfasts. Often closed Jan—March.

By the old bridge ®0286/721
7100, @ www.oldbridgehouse.com.tr. Recently
renovated, this two-wing boutique hotel has
wooden floors, handmade furniture — and wonky
hydromassage showers. There are village views
from the upstairs rooms, though breakfasts are
only average.

At the village entrance ® 0286/721 7099.
Simple but serviceable en-suite rooms at
Behramkale’s budget option, with an on-site
restaurant and a communal balcony upstairs.

Dolmuges from Ayvacik usually continue to Assos harbour (Iskele), where they
wait for return custom, though the twenty-minute walk down is worthwhile for
the views. Drivers must park in the car park on the final curve before the descent
to the sea (about a five-minute walk away) as there’s almost no parking at the
bottom. Despite the tempting anchorage, there’s little yacht traffic here and
crossing to Greece is illegal — something enforced by the quayside jandarma post.
The few hundred metres of waterfront, lined by massive, stone-clad buildings and
ending in a small pebble beach, is very picturesque, and can be idyllic out of
season, though summer weekends see it overflowing with busloads of tour groups.

Most waterfront properties are hotels: the first you come to is the good-value

Yildiz Saray (®0286/721 7025, @ www.assosyildizsarayotel.com; @), its eight
upstairs rooms with modern bathrooms and sea views, and some with fireplaces.
About the only budget choice, at the eastern end of the waterfront, is the Cakir
Pansiyon (©0286/721 7148; @), with simple, small doubles. The best luxury
option is the Nazlihan (®0286/721 7385; @), a converted acorn warehouse on
the right as you reach the waterfront, with three grades of boutique-style room,
though only eight face the sea. Around and beyond the Cakir are several rough-
and-ready campsites with snack bars.

All the hotels have more formal restaurants, of which the most reliable for fresh
fish and reasonable prices is the Yildiz Saray, while the diner at Cakir serves good-
value if simple fare. Nightlife is provided by the sole bar, Uzun Ev, hosting live
acoustic Turkish music some evenings.

About 45 minutes east of Iskele on foot — the path around the headland starts just
beyond the last campsite — lies the beach resort of KADIRGA; it’s also accessible
by the paved road (4km) signposted from Behramkale. The beach here — nearly
2km of fine shingle —is the best in the area, with currents keeping the water clean.
Of the half-dozen accommodation choices here try the Yildiz Saray, affiliated to
its namesake in Iskele (®0286/721 7025, @ www.assosyildizsarayotel.com;
half-board only), with veneer-floored, 2008-built bungalows and a large pool.

Well worth knowing about, and not shown on most maps, is the shore road
heading 21km east from Kadirga to Kiigitkkkuyu (see below). While narrow, it is
entirely paved, served by the occasional dolmus, and allows you to bypass the
tortuous mountain curves of the main inland route. En route, the professional
Assos Terrace Motel 4km beyond Kadirga (9 0286/764 0285; © half-board only) has
all sea-view rooms, swimming off a jetty and a terrace diner.
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From Ayvacik, the E87/550 Ganakkale—Izmir road descends in curves through
pine-forested hills, allowing occasional glimpses over the Gulf of Edremit.
The highway straightens out at Kiigitkkuyu, the only real coastal town and
gateway to the two traditional villages of Yesilyurt and Adatepe in the
foothills of the Kazdag: range (the ancient Mount Ida). Beyond here, the road
leads past a dreary succession of Turkish-dominated resorts and second-home
complexes to the inland county town of Edremit, where there’s a faint chance
you might have to change buses. At Burhaniye, 18km south of Edremit, a side
road leads 5km west to the old-fashioned resort of Oren, with an excellent,
long, west-facing sandy beach.

The small fishing and olive-oil town of Kﬁ(;ﬂKKUYU, 29km southeast of
Ayvacik, still has a fleet at anchor, though the local organic olive-oil production
is threatened by proposed highly polluting gold prospecting on the slopes of
Kazdag. There are some atmospheric backstreets to wander, though you're
unlikely to stay longer than it takes to have a seafood meal on the port quay.
Alp Balik Evi, on the left as you face the water, has its own fish supplier and a
good reputation.

For a more characterful base, head for either of two nearby inland villages,
though you'll need your own transport. The houses of YESILYURT, 3km west
on the E87/550 and then 1km inland, are built in yellowish stone and straggle
down a slope amidst lush vegetation, pecking at the sea from their pirate-proof
location. Accommodation options here include the central Bam Teli Yol Konagt,
(®0286/752 5200, @ www.yolkonagi.com; @), a converted old house just uphill
from an exquisite late-medieval mosque. The more design-conscious Tas Teras Otel
(®0286/752 6666, @ www.tasteras.com; @) at the bottom of the village has sea
views and six rooms, four with their own terraces. Next door, Manici Kasri
(®0286/752 1731, @ www.manicikasri.com; @ half-board only), has variable,
large and rather lush rooms, plus Olde Worlde common areas with a fireplace,
beamed ceilings and a terrace restaurant. The only independent restaurant is the
slightly pricy Han, next to the mosque, which offers unusual dishes like otlu bérek
and giritli taths1.

Exquisitely preserved ADATEPE lies just over 4km northeast of Kiigiikkuyu;
look carefully on the main highway for the small sign indicating the village and its
“Zeus Altar1”, a fifteen-minute marked walk from the approach road. This is
merely a carved rock platform with a cistern, though the views from the top of the
steps are superb. Adatepe has appeared in TV serials and (unlike Yesilyurt) enjoys
statutory protection for its architecture, with some stone houses all but sprouting
from volcanic boulders. Again unlike Yegsilyurt, it was ethnically mixed from the
1850s, when in the wake of a killing frost, cash-strapped olive-oil magnates paid
their Greek workers with a grant of fields and building plots in the lower quarter,
though the Orthodox church on the plane-tree plaza, with its three snack bars,
was destroyed after 1923. The only accommodation is at welcoming 7 Hiinnap
Han (®0286/752 6581, @ www.hunnaphan.com; half-board only), named
after the jujube tree in its serene walled main garden. Stone and wood-trim rooms
occupy a rambling, main konak, dating from 1750, with the Tas Ev annexe
(sleeping 8) for groups, and a second annexe (Palmiye) downhill.



Ayvalik and around

AYVALIK, 56km south of Edremit, has long been popular with Turkish and
European visitors thanks to its charming old quarter of picturesque, Greek houses.
Unlike resorts to the south that are dominated by the holiday trade, the town has
retained a fishing fleet and olive-based commerce, as well as lively markets and
(since 1998) a prestigious classical music academy. The closest good beaches are at
the mainstream resort of Sartmsakli, with some remoter, rockier ones on Cunda
island, both easily reached from town. Ayvalik is also convenient for day-trips to
ancient Pergamon, and the Greek island of Lésvos opposite, served by regular ferry.

Due to its excellent anchorages, the area has been inhabited since ancient times, but
today’s Ayvalik began as the Ottoman Greek settlement of Kydonies during the
early 1700s. Both Turkish and Greek names refer to the local quince orchards, now
vanished. In the 1790s, the town was effectively granted autonomy by Grand Vizier
Cezayirh Hasan Pasa, who, as an Ottoman admiral, had been rescued in 1771 by the
Greeks of Ayvalik following a disastrous defeat by the Russian navy. The town soon
became the most prosperous and imposing on the Aegean coast after Izmir, boasting
an academy, a publishing house and around twenty Orthodox churches, many of
which still remain, albeit converted into mosques after 1923. Ironically, most of the
people resettled here were Greek-speaking Muslims from Crete and Mytilini
(Lésvos), and many of Ayvalik’s older inhabitants still speak Greek.

Arrival, information and boat trips

Most southbound buses heading south will drop you 5km northeast of town at
the Ayvalik highway junction, from where you’ll have to get a taxi into town. The
otogar is 1.5km north of the town centre, though any city bus labelled “Camlik”
will take you into town, as will most servis vehicles of the major companies. Buses
from Izmir usually pass through the central seafront Iskele Meydani. Just south of
this is a summer-only tourist information booth; the main tourist office is just
past the marina, about 1km southwest (®0266/312 2122; Mon—Fri 8am—noon &

A View over Ayvalik and the Gulf of Edremit
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1-5pm). The morning ferry from Lésvos (see “Travel Details, p.232) arrives at a
new passenger terminal 1800m north of the centre, opposite the lone ticket
agency, Jale (0266/312 2740). Car-rental agencies, all in the centre, include:
Avis, Talatpasa Cad 67/B (@0266/312 2456); Duke, Iskele Meydanc, (0266/312
3794); and Buropcar, Giimritk Cad 41/B (®0266/312 3446).

Boats to Cunda leave from the main quay (see p.221 for details), as do day-trips
around the numerous local islets (out at 10am, return 4.30pm; 15TL). There are
also several scuba-dive outfitters along the main quay, with the Ayvalik area
noted for its deep-growing red coral, submerged archeological artefacts and cave.
Two reputable operators are Korfez (@ www.korfezdiving.com) and 300 Bar
(®www.300bar.com.tr), both CMAS- and PADI-affiliated.

Central accommodation clusters in two areas: just in from the waterfront either
side of the old, closed-down customs house, and in the hilly backstreets behind the
bazaar, where numbers of pansiyons — mostly non-en suite — are installed in
restored Greek mansions. Incidentally, save for noted exceptions, Ayvalik lodging
is a nightmare for parking, and drivers may be better off staying on Cunda (see
p-221) and taking the shuttle-ferry to town.

Mansion-pansiyons
Nese Sok 12 ®0542/663 3193,
@ www.annetteshouse.com. Comprising two linked
houses by the Thursday market, with a top-floor quad
suite and a good ratio of bathrooms to the other,
tasteful white-decor rooms. Delicious breakfasts are
served by the German owner in the plant-filled
garden. Parking possible except Thurs €, en suite
Maresal Gakmak Cad, Gesme Sok 5
®0266/312 8085. Occupies a grand mansion with
painted ceilings; there are four rooms and two
bathrooms in the main house, plus one en suite
behind the courtyard where breakfast is served.
Maregal GCakmak Cad 100, behind Taksiyarhis
®0266/312 2351. Five rooms (and two bathrooms)
in the original old house with a Lésvos-view terrace
and s/c kitchen, plus five more en suites being
readied by friendly hosts Cemal and Fatma in a
nearby annexe. €, annexe rooms
Maresal Cakmak Cad 71
®0266/312 1494, @ www.taksiyarhis
pension.com. One of the most characterful
pensions on the Aegean coast, occupying two
knocked-together Greek houses, immediately
behind the eponymous church. Each a/c room is
harmoniously decorated by owner Yasemin, plus

there are two terraces (breakfast on the top one is
a major highlight) and a s/c kitchen. Room-to-bath
ratio about 1:3. Booking essential in summer.

The waterfront
Glimriik Meyd ® 0266/312 1064,
@ www.ayvalikpalashotel.com. Rather bland,
carpeted rooms, the best with sea-view balconies.
The large on-site restaurant gets it a third
(undeserved) star.
Balikhane Sok 7 ®0266/312 8834,
@ www.kaptanotelayvalik.com. Some of these
serviceable if slightly dated hotel rooms have a/c,
sea views and/or balconies. Breakfast is served on
a seaside terrace; limited parking.
Giimriik Cad, Ikinci Sok 49
@®0266/312 7700, @ www.butiksizmahan
.com. Beautifully renovated olive-oil press from
1908, enthusiastically managed by owner Mustafa;
the competent, seafood-strong seaside terrace
restaurant features Sevilen wines. Rooms are
low-key modern with veneer floors and furniture,
but exposed stone pointing. The lounge-with-
fireplace is a focal point; limited street parking.
Booking is mandatory at peak times, heavily
discounted rates otherwise.

Central Ayvalik — almost uniquely in the Aegean — is pretty much a perfectly
preserved Ottoman market town, though with few of the traditional trades left.
Riotously painted horse-carts still clatter through the cobbled bazaar, emanating
from a meydan to the south where the animals and their drivers wait for
commissions. Ayvalik is also famous for its dairy products, kepekli (wholegrain)
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bread, olive products (including oil and green soap) and seafood, peddled at the
daily fish market down by the yacht marina. Thursday is the special market day
for produce from the surrounding villages, with its epicentre at two meydans either
side of Annette’s House pansiyon.

There are few specific sights other than converted nineteenth-century churches
punctuating the warren of inland streets: use the minarets as landmarks and
surrender to the pleasure of wandering under numerous wrought-iron window
grilles and past ornately carved doorways. The most conspicuous church, Ayios
Io4nnis, is now the Saath Cami, named after its clocktower. Just northeast and
uphill stands unconverted Taksiyarhis Kilisesi — it’s been closed for years,
allegedly awaiting conversion to a museum. Also awaiting refurbishment is Faner-
oméni, near the fish market, alias Ayazma after the sacred spring on the site. East
of the horse cart square looms the Ginarli Cami (formerly Ayios Yedryios)
misnamed in that not one of its courtyard trees is a plane (¢nar in Turkish).

Ayvalik’s restaurant scene isn’t quite as varied as its accommodation.The obvious
fish restaurants just seaward of Iskele Meydan1 are mostly dubious and overpriced,
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and the bazaar is surprisingly devoid of eateries. The best-value seafood can be
found at Balikgi, by the Kaptan Otel at Balikhane Sok 7, with live fasi/ music some
nights. A notch up in presentation (and price) is Deniz Kestanesi on Karantina
Sokag1 — allow 40TL per head before booze. About the last surviving bazaar
meyhane is Hiisnii Baba’nin Yeri, Cumhuriyet Caddesi, Birinci Sok 12—14 (inland
from Bellona Furniture), tops for mezes and cheap fishy titbits cooked on a
two-burner stove — there’s no written menu, so confirm all prices in advance.
Non-fish-eaters gravitate to Anadolu Pide ve Kebap, in a restored stone building on
Balikhane Sokagi. A bit further north on the opposite side is Bar-Dak, the main
nightlife option with Western music, a young crowd and reasonably priced
drinks. If you have a sweet tooth, head for the almost adjacent bakeries on
Talatpasa Caddes, Yeni Giiler (mastic and wholemeal biscuits, also dondurma) and
Imren (famous for its lor tathst based on ricotta cheese) , both going since the 1920s.

The longest local beach lies 7km south of Ayvalik at SARIMSAKLI (“Garlic
Beach”), a mainly Turkish resort reached by frequent dolmuses from just south of
iskele Meydani. The 3km or so of sand here is attractive, rather more so at the
western end where development is set back some distance from the water. There
are all the resort trappings you'd expect, but with a slightly downmarket flavour,
and few would choose to stay overnight.

Just before Sarimsakli a right turn leads, initially along the south shore of
Ayvalik’s giant bay, 3km to a flattish summit known as Seytan Sofrasi (the
“Devil’s Dinner Table”). In clear weather this rocky outcrop affords views of
dozens of surrounding volcanic islands, including Cunda and more distant Lésvos,
and perhaps also of otherwise hidden beaches below, accessible only with your
own vehicle. At the northern edge of the headland people throw money for luck
into a small rock cavity, supposedly Satan’s footprint. Prominent too are numerous
votive rags tied onto bushes by the country folk to placate the presiding spirit,
Satan or otherwise. Summer evenings see huge crowds (often bussed in) gathering
for the sunset, and parking near the top is pretty near impossible.

Across the bay from Ayvalik, the island of CUNDA — known as Yonda in
Ottoman times and now officially Alibey Adasi1 — constitutes either a good
day-trip destination or an overnight halt. It’s a marginally quieter, less grand
version of Ayvalik old town, with a lively main harbour and slightly scruffy
backstreets lined by restored stone houses — remnants of life before 1923, when
Cunda was known as Moskhonisi to its Greek Orthodox inhabitants. After the
Christians were sent to Greece, the island was resettled with Cretan Muslims from
around Hani4, and you’ll find that most older people speak Cretan Greek as a
matter of course. Since the 1990s Cunda has become popular with affluent
Istanbulites bent on owning an Aegean retreat though the dense ranks of tatty
trinket and ice-cream stalls along the quay clash somewhat with its twee image.
Halfway up the slope from the waterfront stands the derelict Orthodox Taksiyarhis
Cathedral, its interior scaffolded and off-limits for safety reasons. The church was
heavily damaged in the local 1944 earthquake, and the rumoured restoration has yet
to materialize. At the top of the hill, a chapel and adjacent windmill have been
converted by the Ko¢ Foundation into a worthwhile café with stunning views.
Northern Cunda, known as Patriga, is supposedly a protected nature reserve —
though this hasn’t completely stopped villa construction — and has some relatively
deserted beaches. A dirt road goes to them, while boat tours from Ayvalik harbour



visit two derelict Greek monasteries (Ayios Yérgis and Ayios Dhimitrios tou
Sélina) accessible only by sea.

In season, small bus-boats leave for Cunda at least hourly (3TL; 30min) from
Ayvalik’s main quay. Alternatively, there’s a circuitous city-bus from Iskele
Meydan1 across the causeway linking Cunda to the mainland. From Cunda’s
harbour, most things are only a short walk away.

Accommodation options are scattered across the town — the further inland you
go, the quieter, and easier to park, it becomes. Aygi Pansiyon at Selamet Cad 33,
near Taksiyarhis (®0266/327 2130, @), is a typical mid-range restored establish-
ment; the mock-traditional, new-built Albayrak Tasg Konak, just below the windmill
chapel at Safak Sok 15 (@0266/327 3031, @ www.otelalbayrak.com; @), is more
ambitious, with bay views from the front rooms and the breakfast terrace. Zehra
Teyze'nin Evi (©0266/327 2285, @ www.cundaevi.com; @), the former priest’s
house in the grounds of Taksiyarhis, exploits its position with overpriced en-suite
rooms. Some 3km southwest of town, campsite Ada (D0266/327 1211, @ www
.adacamping.com; April-Nov) has its own sandy beach and bungalows (@), but is
mostly populated by caravans.

The cheap local seafood speciality is papalina (fried sprat). Among the half-
dozen waterfront restaurants, Ada (way to the left as you face the sea) offers the
best value, with consistent cooking from a lady chef and loyal staff. The more
central Tas Kahve is an evergreen café, open all day and into the night.

The old road from Ayvalik to Bergama (55km) begins 8km north of town and,
with a vehicle (allow over an hour) or bike is an eminently worthwhile alternative
to the quicker but monotonous coastal highway. The first half of the route takes
you through the magnificent stone pine forests of the Kozak plateau, source of
many of the pine nuts on sale in Turkey’s bazaars. Facilities en route are limited to
several pure roadside springs, and — in KOZAK village, next to a freestanding
ancient tomb — the Cinar Restaurant specializing in trout.

Although possible as a day-trip destination from Ayvalik, BERGAMA, site of the
ancient city of Pergamon, rates an overnight in its own right. The stunning
acropolis is the main attraction, but two lesser sights and the town’s medieval
quarter may detain you further. Bergama seems unpromising at first: the long
approach to the centre passes nondescript modern buildings, with the two parts of
ancient Pergamon some distance from town.

Pergamon first gained prominence as the base of Lysimakhos, one of Alexander the
Great’s successors. He left considerable treasure with his eunuch-steward
Philetacros, who inherited it when Lysimakhos was killed in 281 BC.
Philetaeros passed these riches on to his nephew Eumenes I founder of the
Pergamene dynasty but the city did not achieve true greatness until the reign of
Eumenes II (197-159 BC) who built its gymnasium, the Altar of Zeus, library,
theatre and acropolis wall. Eumenes’ brother Attalos II ruled until 138 BC,
followed by the five-year reign of Pergamon’s last king, the cruel but scholarly
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Attalos III, who perversely left the kingdom in his will to the Romans. Under
them Pergamon grew to be a renowned artistic and commercial centre of 150,000
people, but after the arrival of the Goths in 262 AD, the city declined as it was
claimed by successive invaders before falling into ruin.

The German engineer Carl Humann rediscovered ancient Pergamon in 1871,
when some locals showed him a strange mosaic that turned out to be part of the
relief from the Altar of Zeus. Humann bought the mosaic, and began excavating
the acropolis. Work was completed by 1886, but unfortunately most of the finds
were carted off to Germany, including the Altar of Zeus reliefs, now in the
Pergamon Museum in Berlin.

In 1998 a second significant archeological site, the Roman spa and asklepion of
Allianoi, was discovered 19km east of Pergamon. However, it had only been
partly excavated before the Yortanli irrigation dam was built: despite domestic and
international protest (see @ www.allianoi.org for details), the site looks set to be
submerged beneath 17m of water.

The acropolis of the Pergamene dynasty towers over modern Bergama, while
just west of town is the Asklepion or ancient healing spa. The old town (site
of most cheap accommodation) lies at the foot of the acropolis, while the
otogar, linked to the centre by dolmuges, is 6km south near the junction of
the E87/550 highway. The last direct minibus back to Ayvalik, departs from
the otogar at 5pm; if you miss it, you’ll have to use indirect services via Dikili
(which run until 8pm).

When leaving Bergama, you can easily connect with trains to Bandirma and the
fast ferry to Istanbul by taking a bus to Soma, 45km away (a short taxi ride links
Soma’s train and bus stations) — by far the easiest and cheapest way of getting to
Istanbul. So-called “direct” night buses tend to be slow and expensive.

At Bergama’s ofogar, disembarking passengers are likely to be approached by a
taxi driver offering to ferry you around the ruins for the extortionate sum of
50—60TL (a bit less out of season). If there are a few of you, or you’re in a hurry,
this might make sense, but otherwise it’s a bit of a racket, limiting you to one hour
at the acropolis (you really need two), ten minutes at the Red Basilica and half an
hour at the Asklepion. The main taxi stand in central Bergama is by two mosques
and the functioning Cargt Hamam.

Bergama’s tourist office is near the Archeological Museum (Mon—Fri 8.30am—
noon & 1-5.30pm; ®0232/631 2851), though all it offers are the usual
tourism-ministry brochures and a feeble town map.

All of Bergama’s hotels are conspicuous on the way into town along Izmir
Caddesi, while the best budget pansiyons are located in the old town or by the
approaches to the Asklepion. The hotels are neither wildly inspiring nor
convenient, and with your own transport you may well prefer to stay in Candarh
(see p.226) or Ayvalik.

Kayalik Sok 3, base of more light. There’s also a well-priced restaurant on
the road up to the ancient city ®0232/631 2621, site. €9, suites
@ www.akropolisguesthouse.com. Two converted Asklepion Cad 2 ©0232/633
stone buildings around a pleasant courtyard with a 2153, @ boblingenpansiyon.com. About as far out
small plunge-pool contain nine somewhat dark of town as non-drivers are likely to want to be, with

standard rooms and three airier deluxe suites: the friendly family management and decent, if slightly
latter are worth the extra sum for the views and dated rooms.
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Atatiirk Bul 18 ®0232/633 2518, Abacihan Sok 13
@ www.gobipension.com. Dull 1960s architecture ®0232/631 3501, @ www.odysseyguesthouse.com.
and some street noise is more than made up for by : Two linked old Greek houses, with a roof terrace, s/c

a warm welcome, overall cleanliness, newish kitchen, separate reference libraries and a very
(mostly en-suite) bathrooms and good home-style helpful managing couple. One house has en-suite,
cooking. high-ceilinged rooms (©), one doesn’t ().

The foremost attraction in Bergama itself is the Kizil Avlu or “Red Basilica”
(daily 8.30am—5.30pm; 5TL), a huge red-brick edifice on the river below the
acropolis. Originally built as a second-century AD temple to the Egyptian gods
Serapis, Harpokrates and Isis, it was used as a basilica by the Byzantines — who
merely built a smaller church within the confines. Pergamon was one of the Seven
Churches of the Apocalypse addressed by St John the Divine, who referred to it in
Revelation 2:13 as “the throne of Satan”, perhaps a nod to the still-extant
Egyptian cult. It’s now a crumbling ruin containing a mosque in one of its towers,
with the ancient Selinos River (today the Bergama Cay1) passing underneath the
basilica via two tunnels. Just downstream you’ll see a handsome Ottoman bridge,
built in 1384, with two equally well-preserved Roman bridges upstream.

The area uphill from the basilica, north of the river, is the town’s old quarter,
a jumble of Ottoman buildings, antique and carpet shops, mosques and maze-like
streets. The antique stalls are full of very beautiful, overpriced copperware — too
many coach tours have had their effect. Similarly, the reputation of Bergama carpets
has been besmirched by too much synthetic dye and machine-weaving — beware.

Back on Izmir Caddesi, the Archeological Museum (Arkeoloji Miizesi; Tues—
Sun 8.30am—noon & 1-5.30pm; 5TL), has a large collection of locally unearthed
relics, including a statue of Hadrian from the Asklepion. Many of the fourth-
century BC statues display a more naturalistic technique, incorporating accentuated
body shape and muscle tone which allowed a wider range of expressions to be
shown. First developed in Pergamon, this style influenced later European Baroque
style. Also of interest is an impressively complete Roman mosaic of Medusa, and a
large figurine of Aphrodite holding an oyster shell, found at Allianoi (see p.222).

The acropolis (daily: 8.30am—5.30pm; July—Aug until 6.30pm; 20TL) is readily
accessible on foot from the old town — though this is one attraction you may want
to reach by taxi (15TL), at least going uphill, since the path can be difficult to find.
The trail begins on the far side of the second bridge upstream from the Kizil Avlu,
angling obliquely up to the road; cross here and follow a fairly steep incline into
the lower agora. Try not to walk up along the main road, which is steep and not
particularly direct, doubling back on itself for about 5km. Taxis will drop you at
the site car park and ticket booth, from where a ramp leads to the former city
gate, though this has almost completely disappeared.

A path leads southwest to the huge, square Altar of Zeus, standing in the shade of
two large stone pines. Built during the reign of Eumenes II to commemorate his
father’s victory over the Gauls, the altar was decorated with reliefs depicting the
battle between the Titans and the gods, symbolizing the triumph of order over chaos
(and, presumably, that of Attalos I over the Gauls). Even today its former splendour
is apparent, if much diminished by the removal of the reliefs to Berlin. The main
approach stairway was on the west, though this is now the most deteriorated side.

Directly northeast of and exactly parallel to the Altar of Zeus, on the next terrace
up, lie the sparse remains of the third-century BC Temple of Athena. Only some



Founded by Eumenes Il and enlarged by Attalos Il, both fanatical collectors of books,
Pergamon’s Library grew to contain 200,000 titles — volumes by Aristotle and
Theophrastos were paid for with their weight in gold. Eventually the Egyptian
Ptolemies, alarmed at this growing rival to their own library in Alexandria, banned the
export of papyrus, on which all scrolls were written — and of which they were sole
producers - thus attempting to stem the library’s expansion. In response the
Pergamene dynasty revived the old practice of writing on specially treated animal
skins — parchment — which led quickly to the invention of the codex or paged book,
since parchment couldn’t be rolled up like papyrus. The words “parchment” and the
more archaic “pergamene” are both actually derived from “Pergamon”. The library
was appropriated by Mark Antony, who gave it to Cleopatra as a gift, and many of its
works survived in Alexandria until destroyed by the Arabs in the seventh century.

of its stepped foundations survive in situ, although the entrance gate, with its
inscribed dedication “King Eumenes to Athena the Bearer of Victories”, has been
reconstructed in Berlin. The scanty north stoa of the temple once housed Perga-
mon’s famous Library, which at its peak rivalled Alexandria’s (see box above).

From the Temple of Athena a narrow staircase leads down to the spectacular
Hellenistic theatre, cut into the hillside and with a capacity for 10,000 spectators.
The wooden stage was removed after each performance — the holes into which the
supporting posts were driven can still be seen on the stage terrace — to allow free
access to the Temple of Dionysos, built on the same terrace.

Still further north and uphill looms the Corinthian Temple of Trajan, where
both Trajan and Hadrian were revered during Roman times — their busts were also
taken to Berlin. German archeologists have re-erected some of the temple
columns, plus much of the stoa that surrounded the shrine on three sides. The
north architrave is lined with Medusa heads, two of them modern recastings.

Behind the temple are the remains of barracks and the highest reaches of the
city’s perimeter wall. Nearby yawns a cistern once fed by an aqueduct, traces of
which are still visible running parallel to a modern one on the hillside to the
northwest. Finally, as you begin your descent back down towards the main
entrance, you’'ll pass — east of the library and Athena temple — the extensive but
jumbled ruins of the royal palaces.

Just south of the Altar of Zeus lies a terrace, formerly the upper agora of
Pergamon. There isn’t much to see today, other than Carl Humann’s grave, at
what was once the commercial and social focus of the city. An ancient street
descends between houses and the Temple of Demeter, where the local variant
of the Eleusinian Mysteries was enacted. Across the way lies the gymnasium,
arranged over three terraces, where the city’s youth were educated. The upper
level, with its palaestra and lecture hall, was for young men, the middle was used
by the adolescents, while the lower served as a playground for small boys. From
the lower agora, the path back down to town is indicated by circular blue
waymarks.

Bergama’s other significant archeological site is the Asklepion (daily 8.30am—
5.30pm; July—Aug until 6.30pm; 15TL, plus parking fee), the ancient, sacred
therapeutic centre. The main road there, about 2km long, begins in front of the
Boblingen Pension (see p.222) and passes through a large, clearly marked military
zone, closed to traffic at dusk — don’t take photographs outside of the site itself.
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Healing methods at all asklepia combined the ritualistic and the practical. Patients
were required to sleep in the temple so that Asklepios, semi-divine son of Apollo
and god of healing, might appear in their dreams to suggest diagnosis and
treatment. However, special diets, bathing in hot or cold water and exercise also
figured in the therapeutic regimes. Galen (129-202 AD), the greatest physician of
antiquity, whose theories dominated medicine until the sixteenth century, was
born and worked here as well as in Rome.

Much of what can be seen here today dates from the reign of Hadrian
(117-38 AD), when the Pergamene Asklepion functioned much like a
nineteenth-century spa. Some came to be cured of specific ailments, but for
others a prolonged visit was part of the social life of the wealthy and leisured.

From the site entrance, a long, colonnaded sacred way originally lined with shops
leads to the propylon, or monumental entrance gate, rebuilt in the third century
AD, after an earthquake seriously damaged it in the previous century. North of
the propylon is the square library, which also housed the statue of Hadrian now
in the local museum.

South of the propylon lies the circular Temple of Asklepios (150 AD),
modelled on Rome’s Pantheon. Although only foundations remain today, when
intact its graceful dome was 24m across, with an oculus for light and air to
penetrate. The broad, open area to the west was originally enclosed by
colonnaded stoas; at the western end of the re-erected, mostly Ionic northern
colonnade is an over-restored theatre which seated 3500 and entertained towns-
people as well as patients. At the centre of the open area, the sacred fountain
— one of three in the Asklepion — still trickles weakly radioactive water. Nearby,
an 80-metre-long underground passage leads to the Temple of Telesphoros
(the lesser deity of Accomplishment), originally a two-storey circular building
where patients slept while awaiting dream diagnoses. The lower, vaulted level
survives in good repair.

If offered meals or half-board at your hotel, you should seriously consider this, as
Bergama’s restaurant scene is limited, with many of its cateries too far out of
town to be of any use to those without transport. Worthwhile central options
include the busy Pala on Kasapoglu Caddesi, at the corner of {zmir Caddesi, whose
speciality is kifte, and the keenly priced, popular Arzu Pide on Istiklal Meydani,
serving soups and grills as well as six varieties of pide, though it’s beset by traffic-
noise. Almost the only licensed outfit is Bergama Ticaret Odast Sosyal Tesisleri which
serves moderately priced grills and mezes in a restored Greek school 150m uphill
from the Ulu Cami.

Some 35km southwest of Bergama across a volcanic landscape, the small port
resort of CANDARLI covers a headland that was formerly the site of ancient
Pitane, the northernmost Aeolian city. Of this nothing remains other than some
recycled masonry visible in the well-restored, fourteenth-century Genoese
fortress (closed to the public), one of many such forts dotting the northwestern
Turkish coast and the Greek islands opposite, a legacy of the days when the
military and commercial might of Genoa dominated the North Aegean.



With its two sandy beaches — the casterly one facing south, and the more popular
western one looking towards the Foca and Karaburun peninsulas — Candarli is not
a bad place to retreat for a day or two, with a laid-back atmosphere absent from
some larger resort towns. Everyday life centres on the east side of the peninsula,
where frequent buses from izmir, and regular minibuses from Bergama, arrive
near the main meydan (market day is Friday). A short walk from here through lanes
lined with a few old Greek houses leads to all the resort facilities, concentrated
along the usually pedestrianized esplanade behind the west beach.

Accommodation is concentrated at the north end of this esplanade. The three best
rooms at the Senger Motel (©0232/673 3117; ©) have sea views, balconies or both,
though their colour scheme is decidedly eclectic; they’ve also a family quad on the
roof, and a downstairs restaurant. The Emirgan Hotel further north (®0232/673
2500; May—Sept; @), right on the sand, is preferable, with cool, minimalist, veneer-
floored rooms, an on-site, normally priced restaurant and parking (a problem here)
possible outside. The same friendly family manages the Samyeli Otel near the Senger
(®0232/673 3428, @www.otelsamyeli.com; all year; @), with slightly more
comfortable rooms. Among fairly touristy, predictable seafood restaurants along
the esplanade, exceptions at the north end include Hoca’nin Yeri, serving good,
inexpensive pide with soup, and Pitaneon next to the Samyeli, a popular café doing
snacks as well. Around the castle, there are only ice-cream stalls and tea gardens, as
well as a live music bar, Villa Papatya.

FOCA — 65km southwest of Candarli — is the modern successor of ancient
Phokaea, founded around 1000 BC by Ionian colonists. Great seafarers, the
Phokaeans plied the Mediterranean as far as the Straits of Gibraltar, founding
numerous colonies, including (around 600 BC) Massalia, now Marseilles. The
Byzantines ceded the town to the Genoese, who restored its castle and managed to
stay until the Ottomans seized it in the 1400s.

The name Phokaea is derived from the ancient Greek for “seal”, a reference either
to the suggestively shaped islets offshore, or to the real animals that live in the local
waters — the municipal seal depicts one of the creatures half-emerged from the water.
There’s still a handful of Mediterranean monk seals about, monitored and protected
by the Turkish Underwater Research Foundation, though you’re most unlikely to
see any on one of the day boat trips offered. Frankly you'd need to be a seal to really
enjoy the sea here which, thanks to strong currents and a sharp drop-off, is notori-
ously chilly much of the year. The other restraint on local development has been the
pervasive military presence: Foca has an important naval base, and much of the
nearby coastline is out of bounds. None of this has stopped Foga becoming a
favourite second-home venue for Izmir and Manisa folk; the town accommodates
both them and short-term tourists graciously, making a worthwhile stopover.

The town lies 26km west of the E87/550 highway at Buruncuk. Any long-haul
bus will leave you at the turning for Foga, there are regular onward dolmuses.
There are also half-hourly direct buses from {zmir, which arrive just south of the
seafront main square behind Biiyiikdeniz, near the tourist office (May—Sept
Mon—Fri 8.30am—noon & 1.30-5.30pm, Sat 10am—5.30pm; Oct—April Mon—Fri
8.30am—5.30pm; ©0232/812 1222) and the main taxi rank. A pedestrianized
street leads north past the PTT, Foga Rent A Car (®0232/812 2496) and several
ATM:s to the head of Kiigiikdeniz bay.

\ NV3IDIV HLYON IHL

227



‘ NV3IDIV HLHON IHL

228

The choicest pansiyons and hotels are on or around Reha Midilli Caddesi in
Kiigiikdeniz. Driving in from the main highway, turn right at the edge-of-town
junction, signed toward Yenifoca, and then left — don’t attempt to drive through

the town-centre bazaar.

Ismetpasa Mahallesi, 206 Sok ® 0537/
219 6604. Just three comfortable, carpeted suites
in this restored building, not to be confused with
the adjacent Grand Amphora.
Reha Midilli Cad 154 ®0232/812 4313,
@ www.focantiquehotel.com. Foca’s first boutique
hotel is a restored old garden-house whose small
rooms have exposed stonework and rather average
bathrooms (except for one with a converted hamam).
There’s a modern extension at the front with a sea
view bar/breakfast area and an apartment to rent
upstairs. Open all year. €7, apartment.
Reha Midilli Cad 140, corner of
149 Sok ©0532/617 2035 or 232/812 3809.
Foga’s top boutique hotel, opened in late 2009,
installed in a former Orthodox priest’s mansion. The
two upstairs rooms in the main house preserve high
ceilings and the original wood cabinetry, while three
more rooms occupy stone buildings in the back
garden with its lawn-bar and small spa-pool.
North end of Kiigiikdeniz ®0232/812 1203.
Rather basic if en-suite pansiyon rooms, some

pricier ones have a sea view; there’s also a
waterside breakfast terrace.
Ismetpasa Mahallesi, 198 Sok 8

®0232/812 1415, @ www.iyonpansiyon
.com. Welcoming, well-run pansiyon with a choice
of more basic rooms in a restored Greek house at
the front (©*) or more spacious, comfortable ones in
the rear garden annexe (). Breakfast and drinks
are served on the raised front deck, a block back
from the sea. Parking possible nearby.

Mersinaki Bay, Yesiltepe, just north of town
®0232/812 2960, @ www.otelleon.com. It may be
a 1970s architectural monstrosity, but the hotel’s
position — on its own lido and beach, with sailing
club — is five-star, and it’s excellent value, even if
you choose to eat most meals elsewhere. Limited
parking; full board only.

163 Sok 10, on the corner
of the shore road ®0232/812 1915, @ www
.sempatikhotelgunes.com. All the somewhat bland
rooms here have balconies and decent showers;
open all year.

Today little remains visible of ancient Phocaea; the most striking remnant, 8km
before modern Foga just north of the main road, is the Tag Ev, an unusual eighth-
century BC tomb cut from the rock, squatting beside an Ottoman bridge and a
modern cemetery. A small, much later ancient theatre marks the east entry to
Foga, while some mosaic pavements from a Roman villa, including a well-
preserved portrayal of four Bacchus heads and birds, have been unearthed about
150m southwest of the theatre.

The oldest intact structure in Foga itself is the waterfront Beskapilar fortress
(open for art exhibitions), originally Byzantine but much modified by successive
occupiers. More authentic are various pre-1923 Greek fishermen’s cottages and a
few more opulent Ottoman mansions lining the cobbled backstreets. Two inter-
esting, fifteenth-century mosques bracket Beskapilar: the unheralded but beautiful
Fatih Camii, and the Kayalar Camii, at the summit of the castle enclosure,
sporting a distinctly lighthouse-like minaret.

The castle headland lends Foga an interesting layout, splitting the bay into two
smaller harbours: the northerly, more picturesque Kiigitkdeniz where most of the
action takes place along seafront Reha Midilli Caddesi; and the southerly, rather
bleak Biiyiikdeniz, of interest only as the point where ferries from Lésvos dock
and the fishing fleet is anchored. Neither bay has a decent beach, though that
doesn’t stop bathers from establishing themselves on the slightly grubby shingle or
launching themselves from platforms at Kiigiikdeniz.

Boat trips (May—Sept daily 10.30am—6pm; 20TL a head) run from Kii¢iikdeniz
to some of the small islets northwest of Foga; most craft follow similar itineraries,
with three stops during the day for swimming, and lunch included.



The pedestrianized plaza at the head of Kiigiikdeniz harbour is crammed with
identikit seafood restaurants, none that exciting. Much the best fish in town can be
found at % Fokai (all year), behind the castle overlooking Biiyiikdeniz at 121 Sok 8,
with fresh and farmed fare clearly distinguished, good presentation and a discerning
Turkish clientele. In the warren of bazaar lanes east of the seafront plaza, Foga
Meyhane has affordable prices for unusual mezes like istifnos (a type of leafy green
vegetable) and tongue, while just around the corner Carsi Lokantas: (noon—8pm)
serves well-priced home-cooked dishes in a cheerful environment, with popular
outdoor tables. Finally, Nazmi Usta on Kiigiikdeniz esplanade is the best of several
local dondurma outlets, serving dozens of flavours including mastic gum. Adjacent
to Foga Meyhane, some noisy music bars provide the town’s nightlife.

Along the scenic 25km of road northeast to Yenifoga are some excellent beaches
not restricted by the military — but they are either only accessible on foot, or by
paying hefty fees to the campsites which own them (Turks pay 5-10TL,
foreigners 10-15TL), for example People (5km out) and Kosova (7km along). The
best sand is at Acar Kamping (after 10km), but some 700m before that, paths from
the roadside lead down beneath some high-voltage power lines to a succession of
idyllic coves opposite an islet. Alternatively, Mambo Beach Club, 5km before
Yenifoca, usually allows free access to the beach if you patronize their snack bar.

YENIFOCA itself has a core of well-restored old Greek houses but the town’s
coarse-sand beach is crowded, grubby and exposed to north winds. The
popularity of second homes here means that short-term accommodation is
limited to the seafront Naz (®0232/814 6619; @), whose restrained rooms belie
its cheerful kitsch common areas, and the smaller Selena just off the bazaar
(®0232/814 9191; ©), although parking is difficult here. The bazaar is the place
to head for affordable corba, pide and grills; the cluster of seafood restaurants at
the east end of the quay looks tempting but often resorts to the usual bill-inflating
tricks (see p.45).

With your own transport, you're better off heading 2km further east, then 6km
inland to ungentrified KOZBEYLI. Once the mixed Ottoman village of Kuzubey,
its old houses cluster around a much-prized fountain and central meydan whose café
is famous for its dibek kahvesi. Next door 7 Selluka Yemek Evi has a limited, well-
priced menu of mant: (mince-stuffed ravioli), pilaf with mushrooms and pistachios,
and siitlag. Bus #45 calls here, plying between Menemen and Yenifoga.

Spilling out from the foot of the Manisa Dag1 range, MANISA (the ancient
Magnesia ad Sipylus) lies 38km east of Menemen along the E87/550 highway, and
is easily reached from there or from Izmir, also 38km away. Most of the historic
centre was torched by the Greek army during its 1922 retreat, but a few fine Selcuk
and Ottoman monuments survive.

The area was settled early in the first millennium BC, by veterans of the Trojan
War according to legend, and the ancient town was an important Roman centre.
For a short time during the thirteenth century Manisa was capital of the
Byzantine Empire, after the sacking of Constantinople by the Fourth Crusade. In
1313 the city was captured by Selguk chieftain Saruhan Bey, from whose rule
date the earliest of Manisa’s surviving monuments. Later, the Ottomans sent heirs
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to the throne here to serve an apprenticeship as local governors, in order to ready
them for the rigours of Istanbul palace life.

Dominating the well-signed Sultan Meydani, the Sultan Camii was built in 1522
for Ayse Hafize, mother of Siileyman the Magnificent, who lived here with her
son while he was serving as governor. A rectangular mosque, much wider than it
is deep, its single central dome is flanked by two pairs of satellite domes. Late
Ottoman Baroque paint decoration and a tiny wood-railed pulpit on the west
enliven the porch — actually a son cemaat yeri (latecomers’ praying place). Of the
surrounding complex, that included a medrese and mental hospital, only the
hamam continues in its original function.

Every year around the spring equinox, the Mesir Macunu Senlikleri Power-Gum
Festival — now well into its fifth century — takes place around the Sultan Camii,
to commemorate local doctor Merkez Efendi’s concoction of a special resin to cure
Ayse Hafize of an unspecified ailment. The gum, or mesir macunu, containing 41
herbs and spices, is scattered from the minaret by the muezzin to crowds who use
the paste as a remedy against aches, pains and snake or insect bites.

Opposite the Sultan Camii stands the Saruhan Bey Tiirbesi (closed), the tomb
of Saruhan Bey, who took Manisa from the Byzantines in 1313. His army is said
to have attacked Sandikkale citadel while driving a flock of goats with candles on
their horns before them to give the impression that a huge army was attacking; the
defenders panicked and the castle fell.

Barely 100m further east along Murat Caddesi stands the Muradiye Camii, built
for the future Murat III in 1583—85 while he was governor here. The interior,
with its stained-glass windows and relatively restrained decoration, is impressive:
the carved wooden mimber, or pulpit, and the sultan’s loge are particularly fine.
Unusually, a large women’s gallery runs the full length of the cross-stroke of the
reverse-T ground plan. Next door, housed in a former imaret (soup kitchen),
Manisa’s museum (Tues—Sun 9am—5pm; 2TL) features an interesting collection of
archeological and ethnological exhibits, including items retrieved from Sardis.

On a natural, landscaped terrace 250m above the museum stands Manisa’s oldest
surviving mosque, the Ulu Cami, built atop a Byzantine church in 1366 by Isak
Celebi, Saruhan Bey’s grandson. The spectacular view north over town rewards
the steep climb from the centre. Entering the open-roofed courtyard via the ornate
portal, you confront the glory of the place, a forest of varied antique columns,
some “double” and others carrying Byzantine capitals, presumably recycled from
the church that once stood here. More interior columns support a large central
dome by means of pointed arches.

From the otogar, walk south towards the mountains for about ten minutes to
reach Sekiz Eyliil (Dogu) Caddesi and its continuation Mustafa Kemal Caddesi,
the town’s main commercial street. The train station, with regular services from
{zmir, lies fifteen minutes north, along Atatiirk Bulvari.

Accommodation in Manisa leaves much to be desired and fills with local university
students between mid-September and June. About the only central hotel is the Arma
at Sekiz Eyliil Cad 14 (®0236/231 1980, @), with its own restaurant and rather faded
rooms. The best place to eat in town is at the well-signed, restored Yenihan, about
four blocks north of the museum along Dumlupinar Caddesi, where there are several
(unlicensed) courtyard restaurants. The traditional local autumn dessert is stewed
quince in pekmez (grape molasses), the latter courtesy of regional vineyards.



Ancient Sardis (Sart in Turkish) lies 65km east of Manisa, at the northern foot of
Bozdag. The route there follows the Gediz river valley, the world’s number-one
producer of sultanas, with vineyards dominating the landscape. Sardis became
incredibly wealthy thanks to the gold flecks that were washed down from Mount
Tmolos (now Bozdag) and caught in sheepskins by the locals. According to legend,
the source of this wealth was Phrygian king Midas, whose touch turned every-
thing to gold. Unable to eat, his curse was lifted when the gods bid him wash his
hands in the River Paktolos, which lowed down to Sardis from the south.

Unsurprisingly perhaps given this abundance of gold, the Lydians invented coinage
under Sardis’s most celebrated king, Croesus. During his rule (560-546 BC) the
kingdom’s wealth attracted the attention of the Persians under Cyrus. The Delphic
oracle ambiguously advised a worried Croesus that should he attack first a great
empire would be destroyed. Croesus went to war and was defeated, and after a
two-week siege Sardis fell; taken prisoner by Cyrus, Croesus was burnt alive, though
some accounts have him rescued from the pyre by a providential rainstorm.

As a Persian city, Sardis was sacked during the Ionian revolt of 499 BC. It revived
under Alexander the Great, but was destroyed by an earthquake in 17 AD. The
Romans rebuilt it, and Sardis ranked as one of the Seven Churches of Asia
addressed by St John in Revelation 3:1-6, though this didn’t spare Byzantine
Sardis from conquest by Saruhan and destruction at the hands of Tamerlane in
1401. The city only came to light again between 1904 and 1914, when American
archeologists began excavating here.

There are two clusters of ruins, both easily reached on foot from the main road,
though the uphill one is a hot walk in summer. The first site, essentially the
gymnasium and synagogue (daily 8am—6pm, closes 5pm in winter; 3TL), lies just
north of the road on the ecastern edge of Sartmustafa. Entry is via a partially
revealed, marble-paved Roman avenue, which passes various shops, though low
walls with discernible doorways are all that remain.

A break in the shopping mall leads into the restored synagogue, its walls covered
with copies of the original coloured stonework, now housed in the Manisa
Museum; the extensive floor mosaics are, however, original. Adjacent to the
synagogue is the third-century AD gymnasium and bath complex, once the
city’s most prominent building. Its Marble Court, the entry from the palaestra to
the baths, has been spectacularly restored approximately to its condition when first
built in 211 AD. The walls behind the columns would have had marble revetments
and the podia would have supported statues, forming a splendid multistoreyed
facade implying association with some imperial cult. Behind the court are the
remains of a plunge-pool and rest area.

From the Sartmustafa village teahouses, a paved lane —marked with a brown sign
on the far side of the highway, west of the synagogue — leads 1200m south from
the main road to the other site, the Temple of Artemis (daily 8am—7pm, closes at
5pm in winter; same admission ticket). The temple, once among the four largest
in Asia Minor, was built by Croesus, destroyed by Greek raiders during the Ionian
revolt and later rebuilt by Alexander the Great. Today fifteen massive Ionic
columns remain standing, though only two are completely intact. However,
enough of the foundations remain to suggest just how large the building,
constructed to rival the temples of Ephesus, Samos and Didyma, used to be. By the
two complete columns huddle the remains of a small Byzantine church. More than

\ NV3IDIV HLYON IHL

231



‘ NV3I93V HLYON IHL

232

anything, it’s the beauty of the setting, enclosed by wooded and vined hills and
accented by weird Cappadocia-like pinnacles, that leaves a lasting impression.

Sardis is accessible on Salihli dolmuges from Manisa, or the Salihli bus from
Izmir, both of which drop you on the main highway, at the turn-off for
Sartmustafa. The train is less practical as only one daily combination — the early-
afternoon Manisa—Alagehir service, and the evening Usak—Izmir service — allows
enough time at the sites, and the derelict station (buy a return ticket at the start) is
inconveniently located 1500m north, in the large village of Sartmahmut.

The nearest accommodation to Sardis is in dreary SALIHLI, 8 km east on the
Izmir—Afyon road, where you’ll find the comfortable two-star Berrak, Belediye
Sok 59 (®0236/713 1452, @ www.berrakotel.com; @), near the ofogar. Accessible
with your own transport BOZDAG village, on the forested north side of the
eponymous mountain, makes for a more inspiring stay. Famous for its mineral
water, it has a few small pansiyons and — overhead — an improbable beginners’ ski
centre (W www.bozdagkayak.com), with a top point of 2157m and a fancy hotel.

Trains

to: Bandirma (Nov—March 1 daily, April—
Oct 2 daily; 2hr); Kiitahya (2-3 daily; 4hr).
to: Balikesir (3 daily; 2hr 30min); izmir
(5 daily; 1hr 45min).

Buses and dolmuses

to: Balikesir (hourly; 2hr); Bergama, some
via Dikili (11 daily; 1hr); Bursa (10 daily; 4hr
30min); Ganakkale (hourly; 3hr 30min); istanbul
(10 daily; 8hr); izmir (every 30min; 2hr 30min).

to: istanbul (2 daily; 10hr); izmir (every
30min; 1hr 45min); Soma (hourly; 1hr).
to: Ayvacik (hourly; 1hr 30min); Ayvalik
(hourly; 3hr 30min); Bursa (hourly; 4hr 30min);
Edirne (5 daily; 4hr 30min); istanbul (hourly via
Thrace; 5hr 30min); izmir (hourly; 5hr 30min);
Lapseki (every 30min; 45min); Yiikyeri iskelesi via
Geyikli (timed to meet the Bozcaada ferry; 1hr).
to: izmir (hourly; 1hr 15min).

to: izmir (every 10min; 1hr); Salihli via

Sart/Sardis (every 30min; 1hr 20min).

Ferries

All services between Gokgeada, Bozcaada and the
mainland are run by Gestas (®www.gdu.com.tr,
®0286/444 0752). The Ganakkale—Eceabat car-
ferry ticket is valid to continue the same day from
Kabatepe to Gokgeada, and vice versa.

to: Lésvos, Greece (May to mid-Oct daily

at 6pm, 18 Oct—April 2 weekly; 1hr 30min; €40
single, €50 return; cars €60 one way, €80 return).
to: Bozcaada (late June to early Sept
Wed, Fri & Sun, returns at 9pm; 1hr 15min; 10TL);
Eceabat (hourly 7am—1am, 3 & 5am; 30min);
Gokgeada (mid-June to mid-Sept 5 weekly, not
Wed/Sun, at 9am, returns 8-9pm; rest of year 3—4
weekly; 1hr 15min; 10TL, sea-bus, no cars);
Kilitbahir (every 30min; 8min).
to: Ganakkale, car ferry (on the hour
6am-midnight, then 2am & 4am; 30min; 3TL foot
passenger, 23TL car and driver).
to: Karaburun (June-Sept Tues, Wed, Sat, Sun
2 daily; 1hr; 8TL single, 15TL return); Lésvos,
Greece (June—Sept Tues, Wed, Fri, Sun 6pm; 2hr;
€20 one way, €35 return).
to: Gokgeada (late June to early Sept
5 daily 8.30am—-8.30pm; early June & late Sept
3 daily 10am-7pm; rest of year 1-2 daily; 1hr
20min; 2TL foot passenger, 20TL car and driver).
to: Canakkale (according to traffic,
6am—11pm; 8min; 3TL foot passenger, 16.5TL car
and driver).
to: Bozcaada (June—Sept
7 daily 9am-9pm, plus midnight service Fri-Sun;
return 7 daily 7.30am-8pm plus weekends at
midnight; Oct-May 3 daily 10am-7pm; 30min).

Flights

to: istanbul (Wed, Fri, Sun early
evening on THY; 1hr).
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CHAPTER 4

Highlights

% Altinkum, Cesme Altinkum’s
remote, sunbaked coves
conceal arguably some of the
best beaches on the Aegean
coast. See p.249

¢ Sirince A beautiful hillside
village surrounded by
vineyards a short drive from
Selgcuk. See p.259

*¢ Ephesus Hot, crowded and
exhausting but you simply
can’t miss Turkey’s best-
preserved ancient city — a
magnificent monument to the
wealth of Rome. See p.261

¢ Priene Scramble over the
ruins of one of the country’s
best-preserved Hellenistic
towns and gaze out over the
Meander basin. See p.265

% Heracleia ad Latmos Former
monastic village on Lake Bafa,
which had a compelling hold
on the imaginations of the
Romantic poets. See p.272

% Bodrum Spend a few days
sampling the nightlife at
Turkey’s most fashionable and
sophisticated beach-resort.
See p.275

*k Aphrodisias New excavations
at this beautifully sited Roman
city are revealing a site to
rival Ephesus in grandeur and
importance. See p.300

% Pamukkale Visit the
geological oddity that has
found its way onto every
Turkish tourism poster.
See p.303

4 Ruins of Heracleia at Lake Bafa




The central and
southern Aegean

he Turkish central and southern Aegean coast and its hinterland have

seen foreign tourism longer than any other part of the country. The

territory between modern Izmir and Marmaris corresponds to the bulk of

ancient Ionia, and just about all of old Caria, and contains a concentration
of Classical Greek, Hellenistic and Roman antiquities unrivalled in Turkey.
Ephesus is usually first on everyone’s list of dutiful pilgrimages, but the under-
stated charms of exquisitely positioned sites such as Priene and Labranda have
at least as much appeal, if not more.

The landscape can be compelling, most memorably at the eerie lake of Bafa
Golii, towering Samsun Dagi and the oasis-speckled Bodrum peninsula.
Towns, however — not least sprawling Izmir — tend to be functional places, best
hurried through en route to more appealing destinations. But there are some
pleasant surprises inland, particularly Mugla, Birgi and Sirince, the first two
unselfconscious Ottoman museum-towns, the last a well-preserved former Greek
village still just the right side of tweeness.

Despite the tourist-brochure hype, most coastal beaches are average at best.
Worse still, of the various resort towns on the so-called “Turkish Riviera”, only
Bodrum and Cegme retain a small measure of intrinsic charm. Costa-style
tourism has been embraced with a vengeance and even the shortest and
most mediocre sandy stretch is dwarfed by ranks of holiday apartments
aimed at the rapidly growing domestic market. However, head off the beaten
track to Alagati, Datga, Oren, and the Hisar6énii peninsula, and
unspoilt seaside villages, clear seas and shabby-chic guesthouses are yours for
the taking.

It takes determination, a good map and, in some places, your own vehicle to get
the best out of this coast. Public transport in the region is excellent and very
cost-effective along well-travelled routes, but connections to less obvious places
can be frustratingly difficult. The area is well served by international flights to
Izmir and, in particular, Bodrum, which is now the main gateway to the Aegean
resorts. Five of the eight international ferry/hydrofoil links with neighbouring
Greek islands are found here too, making a visit to or from Greece feasible. The
Turkish authorities rarely cause problems for holders of charter tickets who wish
to do this.
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For most travellers, Izmir is an obstacle on the way to more enticing destinations.
But it’s definitely worth having a look around: the city’s setting and ethnological
museum are unique, the seafront has been spruced up and there’s a burgeoning
café-bar and club scene. Izmir might also serve as a base for day-trips or short
overnight jaunts, either to nearby Cesme and its peninsula — with some well-
preserved villages, fine beaches and excellent dining — or to the valley of the
Kiiciitk Menderes River, where a pair of untouristed old towns give a hint of
what the whole of Turkey was like just a few decades ago.

South of Izmir the territory of Ancient Ionia begins. The main show of the area
is undoubtedly the ensemble of ruins that span numerous eras: most notably at
Ephesus and Priene — perhaps the most dramatic site of all the Ionian cities; at
sprawling Miletus, further south; and at Didyma, with its gargantuan temple.
Kusadasi, is an unabashedly utilitarian resort yet serves well for excursions to the
major antiquities and the nearby national park around ancient Mount Mycale.
Nearby Selcuk is a prettier, more relaxed, base.

Turkey’s third largest city and its second biggest port after Istanbul, IZZMIR — the
ancient Smyrna — is home to almost four million people. It is blessed with a
comparatively mild climate (summer aside) and an enviable position, straddling the
head of a fifty-kilometre-long gulf fed by several streams and flanked by
mountains on all sides. Despite a long and illustrious history, much of the city is
relentlessly modern, although a bustling bazaar district, parks and a clutch of

The lonian coast was first colonized by Greek-speakers in the twelfth century BC
and the culture reached its zenith during the seventh and sixth centuries BC when it
was at the forefront of the newly emergent sciences, philosophy and the arts.
Enormous advantages accrued to those who chose to settle here: an amenable
climate, fertile, well-watered terrain, and a strategic location between the Aegean —
with its many fine harbours — and inland Anatolia. Local development was only
temporarily hampered by the Persian invasions, Alexander the Great’s contrary
campaigns, and the chaos following his death, and under the Romans and the
Byzantines the region perked up again. Indeed, urban life here might have continued
indefinitely were it not for the inexorably receding coastline — thanks to the two silt-
bearing rivers of Kuiguk and Bulyitk Menderes. By mid-Byzantine times virtually all of
the lonian cities had been abandoned, and with the declaration of Christianity as the
state religion, religious centres and oracles met a similar fate.

Today’s inhabitants have found the silver lining to the cloud of the advancing deltas,
cashing in on the rich soil brought down from the hills. Vast tracts of cotton, tobacco,
sesame and grain benefit from irrigation works, while groves of pine, olive and
cypress, which need no such encouragement, adorn the hills and wilder reaches.
And the sea, though more distant than in former times, still beckons when tramping
the ruins palls. Indeed, tourism is now threatening to outstrip agriculture as a means
of making a living.



grand old buildings are remnants of a glorious past. The pedestrianized seashore
boulevards are home to most of the city’s museums and cultural attractions, plus a
lively, liberal area of bars and restaurants.

The possibilities of the site suggested themselves as long ago as the third
millennium BC, when aboriginal Anatolians settled at Tepekule, a hill in the
modern northern suburb of Bayrakli (excavated but only of interest to hardcore
archeologists). Around 600 BC, Lydian raids sent Tepekule into a long decline; it
was recovering tentatively when Alexander the Great appeared in 334 BC.
Spurred by a timely dream corroborated by the oracle of Apollo at Claros,
Alexander decreed the foundation of a new, better-fortified settlement on Mount
Pagos, the flat-topped hill today adorned with the Kadifekale. His generals,
Antigonus and Lysimachus, carried out Alexander’s plan after his death, by which
time the city bore the name — Smyrna — familiar to the West for centuries after.

Roman rule endowed the city with numerous impressive buildings, although
Arab raids of the seventh century AD triggered several centuries of turbulence.
Selguk Turks held the city for two decades prior to 1097, when the Byzantines
recaptured it. The thirteenth-century Latin tenure in Constantinople provoked
another era of disruption at Smyrna, with Crusaders, Genoese, Tamerlane’s
Mongols and minor Turkish emirs jockeying for position. Order was re-established
in 1415 by Mehmet I, who finally incorporated the town into the Ottoman
Empire, his successors repulsing repeated Venetian efforts to retake it.

Following the defeat of the Ottoman Empire in World War I, Greece was given
an indefinite mandate over Izmir and its hinterland. Foolishly, a huge Greek
expeditionary force pressed inland, inciting the resistance of the Turkish national-
ists under Atatiirk. The climactic defeat in the two-year-long struggle against
Greece and her nominal French and Italian allies was the entry into Smyrna of the
Turkish army on September 9, 1922. The secular republic not having yet been
proclaimed, the reconquest of the city took on the character of a successfully
concluded jihad, or holy Muslim war, with three days of murder and plunder.
Almost seventy percent of the city burned to the ground and thousands of
non-Muslims died. A quarter of a million refugees huddled at the quayside while
British, American, French and Italian vessels stood idly by and refused to grant
them safe passage until the third day.

Flights arrive at Adnan Menderes airport (@ www.adnanmenderesairport.com),
18km southeast of the city. From here, use either the shuttle train (7.15am—
8.15pm; 2TL; 30min) from the airport to Basmane train station downtown, or the
Havag airport bus (hourly departures, 3.30am—11.30pm; 10TL; 50min), which
will deposit you in front of the Swissétel Grand Efes on Gaziosmanpasa Bulvari. The
hourly city bus #202 (4TL) follows a similar route from the airport, terminating
in Cumbhuriyet Meydani. Taxis are around 35TL to downtown {zmir, 90TL to
Selcuk, 120TL to the centre of Kusadasi.

Long-distance trains also pull in at Basmane; if you're coming on a train, and
only want to transfer to a bus for Ephesus or Kusadasi, head for the cluster of
bus-company offices in 9 Eyliil Meydani, just north of Basmane, which provide a
free shuttle-bus service to the main ofogar.

The main ofogar, known as bityiik otogar, is 8km northeast of the centre. If
you've got much luggage, it’s best to take a taxi (35TL) into the centre. Otherwise,
use one of the bus-company’s free shuttles, which will drop you at 9 Eyliil
Meydani. City buses numbered #601-609 link the ofogar with Konak Bus
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Alsancak
Ferry Terminal
CAFES & RESTAURANTS
1888 3
Altinkapi 6
Balik Pigiricisi Veli Usta 9
Bazaar Restaurants 17
Café Browne

Café La Cigale 10
Deniz Restaurant 1
Home Store Café 16
Ora Lahmacun
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Terminal, the heart of the city’s transport system, and stop at Basmane station en
route. The #54 will also take you to Basmane and on to Konak.

Arriving from anywhere on the Cesme peninsula, buses halt at either the main
otogar or at scrubby car-park terminal in the coastal suburb of Ugkuyular, 6km
southwest of downtown. From there, cross the road and take any red-and-white

240 urban bus labelled “Konak”, or hail a taxi for approximately 20TL.

There’s a tourist office in the airport arrivals hall (daily: Nov—March 8am—5pm;

April-Oct 8.30am—8.30pm; ®0232/274 2214), and a central bureau at 1344 Sok 2,

Cesme, Asansor (elevator),
Teleferik & Giizelbahce

126010 % @

(g g) wnipes yume}y



Pasaport district, across from the Borsa (Mon—Sat 8.30am—5.30pm; ®0232/483
5117). The offices don’t book, but only suggest, accommodation (mid-range and
up), and have been known to run out of their very useful free, city plan.

Walking is much the quickest and easiest way of exploring the city. You are rarely
better off taking a bus due to the level of city traffic. The underground Metro line
(daily 6am—midnight; 2TL) through the southern part of the city does provide a
useful (and quick) transport link between Basmane Station (accommodation) and
the Konak district (attractions). Most of the municipality’s numbered bus routes
start from Konak Bus Terminal at Konak Meydani.

At most times of the year, it should be easy to find somewhere to stay, though street
noise (particularly from car horns) is a nearly universal problem. Be sure to book in
advance if you plan to stay overnight during the annual International Izmir Festival
(see p.245), between early June and mid-July, as most hotels fill up quickly.

The main area for budget hotels is Akinei (also called Yenigiin), which straddles
Fevzipasa Bulvar1 immediately in front of Basmane train station. The zone to the
south, between Fevzipaga Bulvari and Anafartalar Caddesi, is best to avoid as it’s
home to the city’s grimmest hotels. The hotels on the north side of Fevzipasa, in
an area called Cankaya, centred around the pedestrianized 1369 Sokak are quieter
and more appealing. But for out-and-out luxury, you’ll have to head for the streets
around the seafront Cumhuriyet Meydani.

Akinci 1366 Sok ®0232/445 9898,
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Anafartalar Cad 600 @ 0232/489
2750, @ www.otelantikhan.com. A real find
— this renovated old house on one of the bazaar’s
busiest streets (it can get a bit noisy) has large,
modern rooms, all with TV and ceiling fans,
arranged around a lovely lemon tree in the
courtyard.

Anafartalar Cad 635
®0232/483 7755, @ www.konaksarayhotel.com.
Brand-new hotel with friendly owners plus wi-fi
and modern design touches throughout. All rooms
are en suite, with a/c and satellite TV.

945 Sok 2 ®0232/425 1269. The
cheapest acceptable option in the area;
old-fashioned and faded, but reasonably
maintained. Some of the forty small rooms only
have washbasins, some come with TV. No
breakfast.

Cankaya

1368 Sok 11 ®0232/446 7020,
@ www.fuarpalas.com. Friendly management, with
clean, bright rooms overlooking Eyliil Meydani
square, and wi-fi throughout.

1368 Sok 8 ®0232/484 6693,

@ www.guzelizmirhotel.com. One of the better-
value mid-range hotels, though the single rooms
with en suites are tiny.

@ www.grandzeybekhotels.com. Nicest of four
large hotels under the same management. Large,
grandiose, marble lobby and staircase, and accom-
modating staff, a/c rooms come with TV and
minibar.

Around Cumhuriyet
Meydani
1376 Sok 5 ®0232/463 60585,
@ www.hotelbeyond.com. Contemporary boutique
choice, offering rooms and suites in six colours
(choose your mood), boudoir-esque decor and a
pillow menu.
Gaziosmanpasa Bul 7 ®0232/497 6060,
@ www.izmir.hilton.com. Apparently the tallest
building on the Aegean coast, the 381-room Hilton
has grand rooms (including executive floors), indoor
swimming pool, fitness centre, sauna, solarium and
massage.
Gaziosmanpasa Bul 28 ®0232/445
6060, @www.hotelismira.com. Garish pink three-
star choice opposite the Hilton, offering 72 generic
but comfortable rooms, a decent buffet restaurant,
a bar and gym.
Atatiirk Bul 2 ®0232/421 5583,
@® www.izmirpalas.com.tr. Older, three-star 241
standby with a good seafront location and the
excellent Deniz Restaurant on site; you
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should be able to bargain the price Cumhuriyet Bul 132 ®0232/445 3837,

down. @ www.myhotel.com.tr. izmir’s original boutique

1379 Sok 55, Sevgi Yolu ®0232/489 hotel opened in 2006. All 30 rooms have a/c, wi-fi
1940, @ www.otelkaraca.com.tr. Large, modern and flat-screen TVs; rates include their very tasty
hotel, with slick, bilingual staff. Large rooms, buffet breakfast.

bristling with mod cons. Parking available.

Izmir cannot really be said to have a single centre. Among several possible
contenders, the pedestrianized Konak area might win by default, simply because
it’s the spot where visitors will spend much of their time. North and east of Konak
lies the agora — [zmir’s most impressive ancient site — and the Kadifekale, or
castle. Cumhuriyet Meydani, another traditional orientation point, lies less than
a kilometre northeast of Konak. Beyond the square, the prettified, café-lined
Birinci Kordon seaside boulevard runs north along the western edge of Alsancak,
passing the Atatiirk Museum en route.

For good views head for the Asansor (free), located in the heart of Izmir’s old
Jewish quarter, just off Mithatpasa Caddesi, about a fifteen-minute walk southwest
from the cultural centre. Constructed in 1907 in a fifty-metre-high brick tower,
this elevator originally served as a quick route to and from the mansions perched
on the hill above. The lift has since been completely refurbished; at the top is the
highly recommended Asansir Restaurant & Café, from where you can look down on
narrow streets of crumbling houses and out over the bay.

The Archeological Museum (Arkeoloji Miizesi; daily except Mon 8.30am—
5.30pm; 8TL) set in the Turgutreis Park1 in Konak, features an excellent collection
of finds from all over Izmir province and beyond. The ground floor is largely given
over to statuary and friezes of all eras, while the top floor focuses on smaller
objects, with an emphasis on Bronze Age and archaic pottery — more exciting than
it sounds, particularly the so-called “orientalized” terracotta and bestiary amphorae
from Gryneion and Pitane (Candarl).

The Ethnographic Museum (Efnografya Miizesi; daily except Mon 8.30am—
5pm; 8TL), immediately across from the archeological museum, was built

Many travellers to western Turkey, and izmir in particular, are surprised by the sight
of Africans who are obviously not visitors. Often termed Arap or “Arabs” by other
Turks, they are in fact descendants of the large numbers of Sudanese, Somalis,
Algerians and Egyptians who were brought to Anatolia during the Ottoman Empire.
Many arrived as slaves, forced to work in the tobacco and cotton fields or as
household servants, particularly wet-nurses. Although slavery was formally abolished
by Sultan Abdilmecid, many of these domestic slaves chose to remain in the families
with whom they had grown up, in some cases establishing close ties. Others were
given free land after the founding of the Republic.

Today there are about 20,000 Afro-Turks (as they prefer to be known) in the
western Aegean provinces, most of whom live in the mountains between izmir and
Mersin. Speaking fluent Turkish and devoutly Muslim, they are often proud of their
Turkish heritage though intermarriage is rare with other Turks. In recent years efforts
have been made by the community to re-establish traditional festivals associated
with Afro-Turkish culture such as the Dana Bayrami or Calf Festival.



originally as a hospital in 1831. Exhibits on the lower floor concentrate on the two
types of traditional Izmir house, the wooden Turkish residence and the more
substantial “Levantine” (Christian and Jewish merchants) house.

If time is short, the Painting and Sculpture Museum (Resim ve Heykel
Miizesi; Tues—Sat 10am—5pm; free) is one to miss. Its lower level hosts changing
exhibits, while the two upstairs galleries contain almost two hundred works by
Turkish artists, some awful, some decent and most stylistically derivative render-
ings of pastoral or populist themes reminiscent of Socialist Realism.

One of several substantial buildings that escaped the 1922 destruction is the
home of the Atatiirk Museum (Atatiirk Miizesi; daily except Mon 9am—noon &
1-5.15pm; free), at Atatiirk Cad 248, occupying the building where the premier
stayed on his visits to Izmir. Room-by-stately-room tours of the first floor are of
little interest to foreign visitors — apart, perhaps, from the Comments room where
you can read Winston Churchill’s uniquely negative appraisal of the statesman.

Alsancak and the Kiiltur Parki

The Atatiirk Museum marks the approximate southern margin of Alsancak. Just
inland, particularly on 1453, 1469, 1482, 1481 and 1480 sokaks, plus the east side
of Tkinci Kordon, are found entire intact terraces of sumptuous eighteenth- and
nineteenth-century mansions that once belonged to European merchants, who
knew the area as Punta (a term still used). One mansion, at Cumhuriyet Bul 252,
now houses the Selguk Yagar Sanat Galerisi (Mon—Fri 10.30am—6pm, Sat
noon—6pm; free), a privately run gallery hosting temporary exhibitions of modern
Turkish painting.

Returning from Alsancak to the city centre, you'll pass by or through the Kiiltiir
Parki (daily 8am-midnight), a forty-hectare lozenge built on the ruins of the
pre-1922 Greek quarter. The park’s Museum of History and Art (Tarih ve Sanat
Miizesi; daily except Mon 8.30am—5.30pm; 3TL) is likely to be of most interest to
foreigners. Spread over three buildings, the museum’s collection includes a mix of

4 Nineteenth-century mansions in the Alsancak quarter
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archeological finds, with particular emphasis on sculpture, ceramics and coins. The
park is also home to a parachute tower, a mini-golf course and funfair, a zoo, an artifi-
cial lake, an open-air theatre, plus a dozen gazino nightspots and tea/beer gardens.

The only surviving pre-Ottoman monument in the flatlands is the agora (daily
8.30am—noon & 1-5.30pm; 3TL), the most accessible of {zmir’s ancient sites.
From Anafartalar Caddesi turn south onto Esrefpasa Caddesi, then east onto 816
Sokak to the entrance; brown signs confirm the way.

The agora probably dates back to the early second century BC, but what you see
now are the remains of a later reconstruction, financed during the reign of the Roman
Emperor Marcus Aurelius, after the catastrophic earthquake of 178 AD. It’s an
impressive site, with water still coursing through ancient ducts and channels. Principal
structures include a colonnade of fourteen Corinthian columns on the west side and
the remains of reputedly the second-largest basilica in the Roman world. Currently
under restoration, the basilica’s lower floor is well preserved, with traces of frescos
remaining on the walls. Rising just southeast of the agora, the Kadifekale, or “Velvet
Castle” (always open; free), visible by night as by day thanks to skilful floodlighting,

is only worth visiting for the views over the city.

The budget ecateries within sight of Basmane station have tables on the street and
offer the usual range of kebabs, pide and stews. There’s a far better selection of
inexpensive outfits in the bazaar, although its warren of streets can be confusing.
Head just north of Hisar Camii — with tables clustered around two fountains, the
vine-shaded square is picturesque, chaotic and cheap, all at the same time. Try
Orkide for kokoreg, Cin ali for kebabs or Meshur Hisar for wraps and jacket potatoes.
Most of the bazaar restaurants close by 7.30pm.

Meals eaten close to the Birinci Kordon waterfront represent a definite step up
in quality and price, though the best hunting-ground by far is among the restored
inland mansions of Alsancak; restaurants, café-bars, bars and fast-food outlets
abound along Kibris $ehitler Caddesi and its side streets.

Between Konak and
Alsancak

1379 Sok. On a quiet lane with
outdoor seating, serving an excellent range of
lunchtime veggie options.

Konak Pier Aligveris Merkezi
®0232/441 5593. Swish terrace at the tip of
Konak Pier, perfect for an aperitif and a plate of
sushi at sunset.

Akdeniz Cad. Popular with
students who crowd its pavement tables, this small
restaurant-bar makes a lively lunchtime or early-
evening pit stop.

Birinci Kordon and
Alsancak

ikinci Kordon (Cumhuriyet Bul) 248
®0232/421 6690, @ www.1888restaurant.com.
Exquisitely prepared Turkish and Mediterranean
seafood served in a restored nineteenth-century
mansion and its fragrant private garden.

1444 Sok 14/A ®0232/422 5687. Good
for déner and tavuk (chicken) grills. It's long
established, with popular outdoor seating on the
pedestrianized street. They also have a good fish
restaurant next door.

Birinci Kordon 212/A
®0232/464 2705. Deservedly popular seafood
restaurant — you’ll have to get there early evening
to guarantee a seat. Try their speciality, grilled sole
kebabs (17TL).

Fransiz Kiiltiir Merkezi, Cumhuriyet
Bul 152 ®0232/421 4780. In the French Cultural
Institute’s leafy gardens. Tasty (Turkish) buffet
lunch (9TL), plus occasional live music on
weekends.

[zmir Palas Hotel, Atatiirk Bul
®0232/422 0601. Somewhat pricey local favourite
offering a sophisticated range of seafood dishes,
including stuffed squid (9TL) or mixed Deniz
appetizers (25TL). Reservations essential at
weekends.



Clustered around the Konak Meydani are a number of bars offering live Turkish
music and dancing. But it’s upper Alsancak that has blossomed as the district for
trendy nightlife, with assorted bars and clubs tucked inland along pedestrianized
side streets invisible from Birinci Kordon. It should be stressed that ownership and
themes of each establishment tend to roll over on roughly a two-year cycle, so
specific recommendations are subject to change.

A good place to start the evening is at the Café Asmaalti on 1453 Sokak, with
backgammon boards, nargile pipes and beer. From here, it’s a good idea just to wander
and see what looks lively. Sokaks 1482 and 1480, in particular, are home to dozens
of often transitory bars in restored old houses, some of which offer live Turkish
music later in the evening. Eko, on the corner of Pilevne Bulvari and Cumbhuriyet
Caddesi, is popular with expats, and the young and trendy, many of whom will
probably end up at the large outdoor Rain Club on the north side of the city.

The cafés, bars and upmarket teahouses lining the shore on Birinci Kordon
(Atatiirk Caddesi) are ideal for a drink and a snack while watching the sunset. The
best include Pirpirim, with live traditional fasi music, Despina and the appropriately
named Sunset (like many of the local bars, it sells 2.5-litre “tubes” of beer,
complete with tap, for 17TL) to the north of Cumhuriyet Meydani, and Karnaval
and Pelikano, to the south, both of which have seafront seating.

The Atatiirk Cultural Centre at Mithatpasa Cad 92 (Atatiirk Kiiltiir Merkezi;
®0232/483 8520) is home to the local symphony orchestra, which plays regularly
on Fridays and Saturdays and hosts occasional concerts by soloists. More varied is
the programme offered by the State Opera and Ballet (Devlet Opera ve Balesi;
®0232/489 0474, @ www.dobgm.gov.tr), housed in a wonderful Ottoman Art
Deco specimen on Milli Kiitiiphane Caddesi, which encompasses everything from
chamber music to pop and jazz. Other classical music concerts are held at Dokuz
Eyliil University’s Sabanci Cultural Centre, Mithatpasa Caddesi (®0232/441
9009), while with the onset of the hot weather, events move to the open-air
theatre in the Kiiltiir Parka.
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THY (Turkish Airlines), Cumhuriyet Bulv.
Mahmut Riza is Merkezi &® 0232/484 1220. Other
airlines include: British Airways ® 0232/441 3829;
KTHY (Cyprus Turkish Airways) ®0232/421 4472;
and Lufthansa ®0232/298 7272.

Adnan Menderes airport, flight enquiries:
domestic @ 0232/274 2626, international
®0232/455 0000. The Havas airport bus
(®Wwww.havas.com.tr; hourly departures,
3.30am-11.30pm; 10TL; 50-60min) runs from in
front of the Swissotel Grand Efes Izmir on

Gaziosmanpasa Bul. Alternatively, city bus #202
follows approximately the same route (4TL) from
Cumhuriyet Meydani. Some airline companies may
provide a bus transfer; ask in advance.

Remzi Kitabevi, Konak Pier; D&R, 175
Cumhuriyet Bul (sells English magazines).

Avis, Sair Esref Bul 18/D ® 0232/441

4417; Budget, Sair Egref Bul 22/1 ®0232/482
0505; DeCar, Airport & 0232/274 1779; Europcar,
Airport ®0232/274 2163; Hertz, 1377 Sok 8
®0232/464 3440.

Linchpin of the summer season is the International izmir Festival, running from

mid-June to early July. It's something of a misnomer since many events take place at

various restored venues at Ephesus or Cesme castle. Tickets run to 20-100TL a head,

but fifty percent student discounts are available and the acts featured are often world-

class - past names have included the Moscow Ballet, Paco Pefia and Ravi Shankar. 245
Get this year’s programme at @ www.iksev.org; ticket vendors are also listed online.
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UK, 1442 Sok 49, an annexe of the
Anglican church ®0232/463 5151, @ ukinturkey
.fco.gov.uk; US, 1387 Sok, Mustafa Bey Cad
®0232/464 8755, @turkey.usembassy.gov.
The cleanest and most secure is Hoggor,
on an alley inland from Mithatpasa Cad 10,
opposite Karatas Lisesi (daily: men 8—11am &
5pm-midnight; women 11am-5pm; 15TL).
The most central state hospitals are
Alsancak Devlet Hastanesi on Ali Getinkaya Bul
(®0232/463 6465), and the Konak Hospital (with
dental section), across from the ethnographic and
archeological museums (® 0232/483 2191). Much
better are the American Hospital, 1375 Sok
(®0212/444 3777) and the Ozel Saglik Hastanesi
on 1399 Sok (®0232/463 7700).
Near Basmane, there’s Merkez Eczane,
9 Eyliil Meyd 5 ® 0232/483 2467; also try Kent

1207 Sok, Basmane ® 0232/446 1456;
Konak ® 0232/489 0500.
Main PTT office is at Cumhuriyet Meyd
(Mon—Sat 8am-8pm, Sun 8.30am-5pm); for less
bureaucracy, United Parcel Service, Akdeniz Cad
8/K (office hours), also provides cost-effective air
delivery to North America and the UK.

Traditional Turkish musical instru-
ments are best bought from Bagdat Saz Evi,
Kizlaragasi Hani 19/P/22. The best nargiles
(waterpipes) on the Aegean can be found at llhan
Etike, inside the Kizlaragasi Hani (near Bagdat
Saz Evi), or at Mehmet & Osman Kaya, 856 Sok
7/C, in Kemeralti. The Turkish Ministry of Culture
has a shop, Ddsim, next to the PTT at Cumhuriyet
Bul 115/A, selling high-quality reproductions of
Turkish and Ottoman crafts: kilims, silver
jewellery and copperware.

Eczane, Fevzi Pasa Bul 174/C ®0232/484 2149.

The claw-like mass of land extending west from Izmir terminates near Cesme,
most low-key of the central Aegean’s main coastal resorts. It’s a one-hour ride from
Izmir along the 80km highway, and makes a decent base for the few attractions
within shouting distance of town — most notably ancient Erythrae, the hip town
of Alagat1 and Altinkum beach.

The immediate environs of Cesme are green and hilly, with added colour from the
deeply aquamarine sea and the white of the electricity-generating windmills on the
approach to the peninsula. The climate here is noticeably drier, cooler and healthier
than anywhere nearby on the Turkish coast, especially in comparison with occasion-
ally hellish {zmir or muggy Kusadasi. These conditions, combined with the presence
of several thermal springs, have made the peninsula a popular resort for over a century.

A picturesque, often sleepy town of old Greek houses wrapped around a Genoese
castle, CESME (“drinking fountain” in Turkish) doubtless takes its name from the
many Ottoman fountains, some still functioning, scattered around its streets.
Despite guarding the mouth of the Izmir Gulf, it has figured little in recent history
other than as the site of a sea battle on July 5, 1770, when the Russian fleet annihi-
lated the Ottoman navy in the straits here.

Coming by ferry from Hios (Greece), you arrive at the jetty in front of the castle.
The larger ferries from Italy (Bari, Brindisi and Ancona) use the ferry dock across
the bay. For ticket agencies, see “Listings”, p.248. Cesme’s small otogar is 1km
south of the town centre, although local buses and dolmuges serving most nearby
destinations including izmir, Dalyan, Ilica and Alagat, stop at the eastern end of
Inkilap Caddesi.

The helpful tourist office (May—Sept Mon—Fri 8.30am—7pm, Sat & Sun 9am—
noon & 1-5pm; Oct—April daily 8.30am—noon & 1-5pm; ®0232/712 6653), by
the Customs Office near the quayside, dispenses the usual brochures and town plans.
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Cesme’s popularity as a summer bolt hole for residents of Izmir means there’s a
plethora of budget and moderately priced accommodation. The most desirable
places to stay line the waterfront to the left of the castle, as you face it. Alternatively,
drop by the kiosk (©0232/712 6176) at Inkilap Caddesi’s bus stop, where staff will
help you book a pansiyon or home stay (doubles 40TL; summer months only).

Boyalik, 5km northeast of Cesme
®0232/712 0087, @ www.7800cesme.com. Ultra-
modern spa hotel, with luxurious, spacious rooms
right on the beach. You'll really need your own
transport to stay.

16 Eylil Mah 4 ®0232/712 6177,
@ www.heracesme.com. This family-run
pension, north of the town centre, has a

beautiful seafront garden bar and clean, bright
rooms.

Carsi Cad 24 ©0232/712 6881, @ www
.hotela.8k.com. Designed and built by its English-
teaching owners, this has bright and immaculately
kept en-suite doubles, a sun deck and sea views.
The plush interior wouldn’t look out of place in a
1970s design catalogue.
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16 Eylil Mah, Tekke Plaji
Mevkii 16 ®0232/712 2700, @ www.pasifikotel
.com. Adjacent to Gesme’s most popular beach,
with an excellent fish restaurant on the ground
floor. Half-board options available.

By the harbour ®0232/712 6336,
@ www.ridvanotel.com. Five-storey hotel with a/c
doubles, all with balconies overlooking the square.
Rates include transport and entrance to the hotel’s
beach club in Ayayorgi.

The town’s three main streets all radiate off Cumhuriyet Meydani, the town’s
largely pedestrianized main square. inkilap Caddesi, the main bazaar thorough-
fare heads off north and east, while Cars1 Caddesi, its continuation, saunters
south along the waterfront past the castle, kervansaray and most of the travel
agencies before veering slightly inland. The town’s esplanade hugs the waterfront
to the north passing the small fishing port until it reaches a small crescent-shaped
beach. It’s all very pleasant, in a low-key way.

You are free to clamber about every perilous inch of the waterfront castle (Tues—
Sun summer 8.30am—7pm, winter 8.30am—5pm; 3TL). Much repaired by the
Ottomans, it's now home to a small museum containing an interesting collection
of archeological finds from nearby Erythrae, as well as a permanent exhibition
detailing the Russian battle of 1770. The castle’s crumbling open-air theatre also
hosts performances during the International Izmir Festival (see p.245).

The kervansaray, a few paces south of the castle and currently closed to the
public, dates from the reign of Siileyman the Magnificent. The only other distrac-
tion is the huge old Greek basilica of Ayios Haralambos, north of the castle on
Inkilap Caddesi, now home to a daily crafts market (see door for details).

Daily boat trips leave from just north of Cumhuriyet Meydani, heading along
the coast to local beauty spots and nearby Donkey Island. They usually set off at
10.30am, returning at 5.30pm and cost around 25TL, including lunch.

Of the quayside restaurants near the main square, Sahil Café’s mix of traditional
Turkish dishes and fresh fish are the tastiest of the lot. For a quieter location, head
up the seafront to family-run Sefkat Café, where tea and a gozleme won’t set you back
more than 5TL. At Rihtim, overlooking the fishing port, good-value set menus
include sea bream and bass. About halfway up Inkilap Caddesi, at no. 44, is the
Rumeli Pastanesi, a local legend, with some of the best ice cream — including sak:zli,
or mastic-resin-flavoured — on the Aegean; their home-made fruit preserves (regel)
are also on sale. Nearby Sakarya is a friendly, modest lokanta offering good-value
steam-tray dishes, while Fatih, behind Ayios Haralambos, serves up crispy pide.

A stroll up Inkilap Caddesi reveals a number of bars and small discos. One of the
newer spots is Nyks Club on Cumhuriyet Meydany, a stone’s throw from the castle,
with frequent happy hours, late nights and local DJs.

Uzun Rent-a-car, 16 Eyliil Mah, 3010
Sok 3 (®0232/712 0928), is about the cheapest;
they also rent motorbikes, perfectly adequate for
exploring the peninsula.

Ertiirk (©0232/712 6768, @ www.erturk
.com.tr), opposite the tourist office, runs a morning
and evening ferry to Hios and a weekly ferry to
Ancona; Marmara Lines (@ www.marmaralines.com)
to Ancona is represented by Reca, Turgut Ozal Bul
13/D (®0232/712 2223). There are also occasional

ferries for Brindisi, although these were suspended
at the time of writing (see p.308 for times).
Belediye Hamami on Garsi Cad, 200m
down from the kervansaray.
Devlet Hastanesi (®0232/712 0777), at

the very top of inkilap Cad, past Dalyan turning.

Within the Customs Office building, behind
the tourist office ®0232/712 6093.

The PTT (daily 8am-midnight) is on

the waterfront, 300m north of the ferry dock.



For warm, sheltered swimming on largely undeveloped sand beaches, make for the
coast south of Cesme. Regular dolmuses leave from south of Cesme’s tourist
office every 15min or so (those for Alagat: picking up passengers at the eastern end
of Inkilap Caddesi), the latest returning around dusk.

ALAGATI, 9km southeast of Cesme, is one of the region’s most upmarket resorts,
favoured with Istanbul’s cosmopolitan elite. Formerly a somewhat isolated Greek
village, its resurgence began when one of the town’s charming old stone houses
was turned into a swish designer hotel, the Tas Otel. This proved so popular that,
within a few years, it had spawned over a dozen equally stylish and tasteful
imitators, not to mention a similar number of gourmet restaurants. Strict building
regulations have meant that, in the centre of town at least, this rapid growth has
had little effect on the character of the place, and it’s still architecturally stunning.
Its old lanes and cobbled streets, particularly on the main thoroughfare, Kemalpasa
Caddesi, are dotted with antique shops, art galleries and snazzy boutiques selling
designer goods.

The town’s 300-metre-long sandy beach is 4km south. Most visitors head here
to take advantage of the unique windsurfing and kiteboarding conditions; the
strong, reliable “Meltemi” wind, combined with shallow water and lack of waves
makes the bay ideal for learners. Both Kite Turkey (@www.kite-turkey.com;
ten-hour courses from €300) and Myga Surf City (@www.surf-turkey.com;
windsurfing lessons from €45 per hour) work with all levels, and can supply all

gear needed. The dolmuges from Cesme run on here every 45 minutes or so.

Accommodation
Yeni Mecidiye Mah, 3074 Mahmut Hoca Sok

3 ®0232/716 0353, @ www.incirliev.com. A haven
of peace, centred around the garden’s giant olive
tree. Modern rooms sport lovely, traditional decor.

Cemaliye Cad 6 ®0232/716 8970,
@ www.naciyeteyze.com. A tad overpriced, but
exceptionally friendly. Scrumptious breakfasts
served in the shady garden.

Kemalpasa Cad 66 ®0232/716 8765,
@ www.sailorsotel.com. The best pansiyon in town,
with spacious wooden-floored, white-and-blue-
painted doubles.

Kemalpasa Cad 132 ®0232/716
7772, @ www.tasotel.com. Lovingly
restored 1890s building with eight large, stylish
rooms, all with balconies and a/c, plus swimming
pool. Guests are invited to help with the olive
harvest in the autumn.

Yeni Mecidiye Mah, 3058 Sok 24
®0232/716 8133, @www.umitevotel.com. Simple
rooms surrounding an organic garden (used to
supply ingredients for breakfast), located on one of
Alacatr’s backstreets.

Eating and drinking
Kemalpasa Cad 75 ®0232/716
8594. Boasting a wide-ranging Mediterranean
menu, served up in their lovely rustic dining room,
formerly a tobacco factory.
Sifne waterfront ®0232/717
2145. For a fabulous fish blowout, head
north out of town to Sifne’s stretch of seafront
terraces. The seafood — try the stuffed squid or the
octopus kebabs — is as exquisite as the location.
Haci Memis Mah, Mithatpasa Cad 22
@®0232/716 7797, @ www.su-dan-cafe.com.
South of the main drag but well worth seeking out.
A contemporary menu pairs Turkish classics with
exotic flavours; the starters, particularly the
home-made broad bean houmous, are delicious.
Kemalpaga Cad 81 ®0232/716
9917. Delicious but pricey; join the elegant diners
squeezed into the tables along the town’s central
pedestrianized street.

Atatiirk Cad, Zeytinci is Merkezi 1
®0232/716 8823, @ www.alacatiyusufusta.com.
Excellent budget pick for tasty, traditional Turkish
cooking.

The best local beaches are those along ALTINKUM, a series of sunbaked coves
9km southwest of Cesme, beyond the seaside township of Ciftlik.
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Altinkum is easily reached by dolmus, and between June and September the
service continues a kilometre or so from the bus stand at the first cove to the central
cove, stopping opposite the tiny jandarma outpost. This is probably the best beach
between Bozcaada and the Turquoise Coast, where multi-hued water laps hundreds
of metres of sand and dunes. Okan’s Place (®0532/394 0131; summer only) rents
out very basic bungalows (@), which can attract the odd bug during the summer.
The attached beach club and restaurant are popular at weekends, the latter serving
assorted fish (15TL), spicy menemen and veggies from the on-site organic garden.
Five minutes’ walk westward along the beach, Ramo’s Café (®0536/713 3415) is a
friendly stop for kebabs and ice-cold beer; Ramo also has a few tents available (2).
If you have your own wheels, this area of the beach is accessible along a direct,
signposted road from Ciftlik (bear left at the north edge of town).

DALYAN, 4km north of Cesme, built on the west shore of an almost completely
landlocked harbour, is a popular location for wealthy Turks to berth their yachts.
There are, however, few short-term places to stay, and even less in the way of sandy
beach, so for most, the clutch of superb fish restaurants, appealingly set by the narrow
channel to the open sea, will be the extent of Dalyan’s interest. The Kérfez, Kdsern and
Dalyan Deniz Restaurant offer (not particularly cheap) meze and seafood with outside
seating and fine views over the harbour. Dolmuges from Cegme (every 45min or
when full) drop you at the small fisherman statue that acts as the main square for the
village, where less pricey options include the Levant’in Yeri and Siilo Nun Yeri.

With a spare day, the inland towns and villages of the Kiigitk Menderes valley,
southeast of Izmir, can be visited by public transport, as connections from both
Izmir and Selguk are good. To reach Birgi village, the lake at Gélciik or the
conservative town of Tire, you first have to travel via the undistinguished market
town of Odemis — 80km southeast of Izmir (buses every two hours from Izmir’s
biiyiik otogar, 3hr; five daily trains from Basmane, 2hr). From Odemus otogar there
are hourly services to Birgi and Tire.

A sleepy community of half-timbered houses lining both slopes of a narrow valley
at the foot of Boz Dag, BIRGI, 9km east of Odemus, is an excellent example of
what small-town Turkey looked like before the wars and cement mania of the
twentieth century.

The main thing to see is the Aydinoglu Mehmet Bey Camii, also called the Ulu
Cami, an engaging fourteenth-century mosque on the site of an earlier church. It’s
across the ravine from the Cakiraga Konagi (see below), a little way upstream. A
sculpted lion has been incorporated into the exterior walls; inside it’s an under-
stated masterpiece, with the tiled mihrab and a single arch betraying a Selcuk
influence. Most impressive, though, are the carved hardwood mimber and shutters,
some of them replacements for those carted off to the Selimiye Camii in Edirne.
The sloping wooden roof is supported by a forest of Roman columns, the whole
effect more like Spanish Andalucia than Turkey.

Birgi’s houses — ensembles of wood and either brick, stone, lath-and-plaster or
half-timbered mud — run the gamut from the simple to the sumptuous. Many are
dilapidated, but the restored eighteenth-century Cakiraga Konagi (Tues—Sun



9am—noon & 1-6pm; 3TL) mansion operates as a museum and has some explana-
tory panels in English. Birgi has little accommodation: by far the best is Birgi
Cinaraltr Pansiyon (®0232/531 5358, @ www.birgicinaralti.com; @), which offers
charming rooms and delicious home-cooked meals.

Thirty kilometres across the valley floor from Odemus, TIRE, clustered at the base
of Giime Dagy, is an altogether different proposition. Much fought over by Byzan-
tines and Selguks, it eventually became one of the Aydinoglu clan’s first important
strongholds, and the conservatism and religious fervour of the inhabitants is still
apparent (and disparaged by secular Turks). If you’ve had an overdose of the
touristed coast, Tire makes the perfect antidote — though being stared at may be
part of the experience.

The old quarter with its rickety houses is uphill from the main traffic
roundabout in the northwest of town; you might have a look at the map posted
outside the museum, but the best strategy is just to wander around. First, find the
Yesil Imaret Zaviyesi, also known as the Yahsi Bey Camii, built in 1442 by a
general of Murat II as the core of a dervish community. An unusual scallop-shell
half-dome looms over the mihrab, as does stalactite vaulting over the front door.
No other monument cries out for attention — your main impression will be of a
staggering number (reputedly 37) of indifferently restored Ottoman mosques, and
older tiirbes or tombs, including two by the ofogar.

Tire’s atmosphere is, however, considerably enlivened by a large Gypsy presence
from the surrounding villages, most in evidence at the weekly Tuesday market,
reputedly the best in the Aegean region.

KUSADASI may be brash and mercenary but it holds a perennial charm for
groups of mostly boozy Brits, Irish and Australians. In just three decades its
population has swelled ten fold and the scrappy, bustling conurbation now extends
several kilometres along the coast and inland. The town is many people’s first taste
of Turkey: efficient ferry services link it with the Greek island of Sdmos, while the
resort is an obligatory port of call for Aegean cruise ships, which disgorge vast
crowds in summer, who delight the local souvenir merchants after a visit to the
ruins of Ephesus just inland.

Despite the noisy nightlife, the reasons to stay in Kusadas are manifold. There are
excellent connections to nearby attractions and adjacent beaches, and the accom-
modation stock is great value. If beer-guzzling holiday-makers leave you cold, you
might prefer Selguk as a base from which to explore the fascinating hinterland.

Arriving by ferry from Simos, you’ll exit customs directly onto Liman Caddesi,
and walk right past the resolutely unhelpful tourist office at no. 13 (June—Sept
daily 8am—5pm; Oct—May Mon—Fri 8am—5pm; ®0256/614 1103).

The long-distance otogar, where you’re dropped if coming from the south, is
over a kilometre out, past the end of Kahramanlar Caddesi on the ring road (¢evre
yolu) to Soke. Local dolmusges, labelled “Sehir Igi”, travel from here to the centre of
town, stopping at the corner of Atatiirk and Inonii bulvaris, where you can also pick
up services to the northern Tusan beach and its southern annexe of Kadinlar Denizi.
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If you're bound for Izmir airport most long-distance buses pass within 700m
from the terminal proper; ask to be let off at havaliman: kavsagi (“airport junction”),
and allow an hour and a half for the trip. Taxis usually wait to transfer you the
final distance from the junction to the airport and charge around 8TL per car. A
taxi between Kusadasi and Izmir airport will cost €60; Bodrum airport €85.

Drivers have a choice of car parks in the centre of town, which cost around
5TL for up to three hours, 10TL for the entire day.

The best area for great-value accommodation is southeast of the Kale — the core of
the town — uphill from Barbaros Hayrettin Bulvari, particularly the upper reaches of
Yildirim, Aslanlar and Kibris caddesis, although it’s a steep climb if you're carrying
luggage. There are a number of sea-view establishments scattered along the entire
length of the shore road, although these are much noisier and not half as friendly.
A number of dodgy establishments are touted from the otogar or the pier. The

following hotels and pansiyons are all clean and highly recommended.

Kibris Caddesi and Kale

Kale ®0256/614 4115,
@ www.kusadasihotels.com. Occupying much of
the Okiiz Mehmet Pasa Kervansaray, this elegant
show-stopper is built around an elegant courtyard-
cum-restaurant. Rooms boast period furniture,
parquet floors and lofty ceilings.

Kibris Cad, Buyral Sok 4

®0256/614 77 70, @ www.limanhotel.com.

Exceptionally friendly service, fair-sized rooms with
a/c and tiled bathrooms, in a small, modern
building. Central but relatively calm; ask for a
sea-facing room.

Yildirim, Aslanlar and
Kahramanlar caddesis
Aslanlar Cad, Ugurlu Sok 1
®0256/614 8708, @www.anzacgoldenbed.com.
Signposted from Yildinm Cad, this quiet, laid-back,
pansiyon is nicely decorated with kilims and home
furnishings, plus a well-used bbq area. Good views
from both the balconied rooms and the rooftop
breakfast terrace. Book ahead.
Yildinm Cad 69 ®0256/614
4893, @ www.cennetpension.com. A haven of
peace with a garden containing 200-plus pot
plants. Ably run for two decades by the kindly
Ahmed, this pansiyon also boasts a sea-view roof
terrace.
Aslanlar Cad 68 @ 0256/614 4225,
@ www.sezginhotel.com. Another well-run

backpacker favourite with a leafy garden, large
pool, satellite TV, internet facilities, €10 dorm beds,
basic double rooms and a wide range of other
services including airport pick-up and discounts for
the Turkish baths.
Yildinm Cad 55 ®0256/614

6318, W www.villakonakhotel.com. Lovely
converted old house with delightful rambling
gardens, thick with magnolia and citrus trees. The
large, stylish bedrooms are decorated with an
assortment of antiques. Entertainment includes a
sturdy old pool table and a hammock.
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On the seafront

istikial Cad 5 ®0256/614 3243. Set
back just inland from noisy Atatiirk Bul, this
intimate two-star has balconied rooms with sea
views and a roadside breakfast garden.

Campsites

Atatiirk Bul 74, behind the Yacht Marina
®0256/618 1590. Popular, tree-dappled place with
good facilities, including tennis courts, kids’ play
park, swimming pool and restaurant. Open all year.
Simple chalet-style double rooms also available.

Atatiirk Bul 76 ©0256/618 1516,

@ www.campingturkey.com. Just north of Gnder
campsite and offering much the same facilities —
tents for hire, a caravan area, a swimming pool,
simple double rooms, a restaurant and laundry
service.

Liman Caddesi runs 200m from the ferry port up to the sixteenth-century Okiiz
Mehmet Pasa Kervansaray, restored as a luxury hotel (see above) where themed
“Turkish Nights” concerts are held. To the right is the Orient Bazaar shopping
centre, while to the left is Atatiirk Bulvari, the main harbour promenade lined
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with beach cafés on one side, restaurants and hotels on the other. Barbaros
Hayrettin Bulvari is a pedestrian precinct beginning next to the kervansaray and
homing in on a little stone tower, a remnant of the town’s medieval walls. To the
left as you ascend lies the Kale district, huddled inside the rest of the walls, with
a namesake mosque and some fine traditional houses that help lend the town what
little appeal it has — most of these have been done up as restaurants and bars.
Bearing left down Saglik Caddesi takes you along the rear of Kale, where bits of
old wall (including the landscaped stretch parallel to Hacivat Sokak) are visible;
bearing right leads up towards some of Kusadasis more desirable pansiyons,
scattered among a near locals-only neighbourhood of handsome old dwellings.
Out across the causeway, Giivercin Adasi (daily 8am—8pm) presents a series of
landscaped terraces within its fortifications, dotted with tea gardens and snack bars
— a leafy respite from the bustle of town. Swimming off the islet is rocky; for the
closest decent sand, head 500m further south to the small beach north of Yilanci
Burnu, or patronize one of the day-trips offered by excursion boats moored
along the causeway. Most offer a similar itinerary, leaving at 9.30am, visiting three
isolated beaches and returning by 4.30pm. The price hovers around 25TL
including lunch; chat with the skippers first before you make your choice.

Heading 3km southwest out of town, Kusadasi’s most famous beach Kadinlar
Denizi (also signposted Ladies’ Beach) is rather scrappy but is nevertheless very
popular in summer. Dolmugses (labelled “Ladies’ Beach”) trundle south along the
seafront past Giivercin Adasi, and continue on to Paradise Beach, just one cove
further along, which is smaller and quieter with fewer bars.

Bar-lined Tusan beach, a long stretch of hard-packed sand, 5km to the north of
town, is probably more worthwhile. This area is also home to two of the largest
water-parks in Turkey, Adaland (®0256/618 1252, @ www.adaland.com) and
Aquafantasy (®0232/893 1111, @ www.aquafantasy.com), both of which have all
the chutes, slides and wave pools you could possibly want. Both are open from
around 9am until dusk. All run free shuttles and all Kusadasi—Sel¢uk minibuses
pass by. Prices start at around €20; double or triple for additional entrance to the
aquarium or sea world areas.

Much the best beach in the area — although the sea can be rough on windy days
— is Pamucak, at the mouth of the Kiiciik Menderes River, 15km north of town,
a little way off the route to Selguk. The Pamucak-signed dolmus from Kusadas1’s
Atatiirk Bulvar (every half-hour) stops at the northern end of the beach.

The vast majority of restaurants here are aimed squarely at the package holiday/
cruise-liner brigade — and are nothing to write home about. Good value is offered
by the family-friendly establishments located in the Kale area; more rowdy are the
restaurants and bars that line Atatiitk Bulvari. The good news is that authentic
local cuisine can be found, and it tends to be cheaper than the foreign fare aimed
at tourists. The vast majority of places are licensed.

Kale area Overlooking customs port. Step up from
Cephane Sok 15/A. You'll do no better for the main square by the ferry port to the first-floor
traditional Turkish food than this ever-popular terrace. Servings of harbour-fresh sea bass, sardines,
place with rear-courtyard seating. It serves calamari and anchovies assure its popularity.
low-priced grilled lamb and steam-tray specialities Kaleici Camikebir Mahallesi Tuna Sok 35. A

for around 5TL. touch touristy, but a divine location underneath a



leafy trellis in the middle of the Kale. The seemingly
endless menu is strong on soups and meats, with a
long list of beers, wines and raki to accompany.

Cephane Sok 9. Well regarded
locally for its authentic Turkish dishes; particularly
geared towards grilled lamb and chicken. Expect to
pay 10TL per dish.

Cephane Sok 21. Entertaining family affair
set within the confines of a picturesque
courtyard. Recommended for its seafood and very
cheap mezes.

Atatiirk Bulvarn and
around
Atatiirk Bul 84. Rowdy, fun and popular

with British holiday-makers. An excellent array of
mostly Turkish wines is backed up by well-
executed meaty main courses.

Kahramanlar Cad.
Popular with discerning locals and tourists alike,
this eastern Turkish outfit — far removed from the
hotel chain of the same name — has made a name
for itself with its array of kebabs.

After-dark activity in Kusadasi is distributed over perhaps three dozen bars, clumped
into distinct groups: a number of arty, genteel bars of the Kale district; their more
energetic neighbours, featuring live music sung in either Turkish or English; and
Irish/British pubs with karaoke gear and house music, culminating in the downmarket,
foreigner-dominated Barlar Sokak area. If you pace the streets named below, guided
by the cranked-up sound systems, you'll certainly find something to suit.

The most durable of the Kale watering holes, and congenial environments for
meeting educated Turks on holiday, include the perennially popular She, at the
corner of Bahar and Sakarya sokaks. Dubliners and San on Sakarya Sokak offer
karaoke and occasional live bands. Several decent bars in the same zone include the
appropriately named Another Bar. More sophisticated nightspots group around the
marina, including trendy Aura Moonlight at Atatiirk Bul 118. Pull up a beanbag

poolside at Kevam, one of several chilled bar-cum-nargile joints next door.

English-language newspapers and
magazines — including the likes of OK!, The Mirror
and The Daily Mail — can be found around town.

Offices (including Avis and Europcar)
cluster along inénii and Atatiirk buls; standard
walk-in rates of around €70 a day can be
bargained down to €40-50 at slack times.

The main agency for the 8.30am Turkish
boat and the 5pm Greek boat to Sdmos, is Azim
Tours, Giivercinada Cad (® 0256/614 1553,

@ www.azimtours.com), although any travel agent
in town will be able to sell you a ticket. A one-way
costs €30; return €35.

Kale Hamami, behind the Kale Camii, is
very touristy, Belediye Hamam on Yildinm Cad slightly
less s0. Both open daily 9am—8pm and cost 30TL.
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The state hospital is at Atatiirk Bul 32
(®0256/613 1616), near the park; the newly built
all-private Universal Hospital Kusadasi is on istiklal
Cad by the Kdken Otel.

(Oven Laundry, Yildinm Cad 29 opposite
the Belediye Hamam.

The PTT is on Barbaros Hayrettin Bul
(Mon—Sat 8am-5pm).

The Sezgin (see

“Accommodation” above) and several backpacker
places offer day-tours to Ephesus, Pamukkale and
combined trips to Didyma, Miletus and Priene. Other
recommended travel agents include Anker Travel,
Ismet indnii Bul 14 (®0256/612 4598, @ www
.ankertravel.com). Akdeniz Travel, Atatiirk Bul 26 next
to the Avis office is recommended for plane tickets.

The imposing outline of Samsun Dag1, otherwise known as Dilek Dagi1 (the
ancient Mount Mycale), dominates the skyline south of Kusadasi and may inspire
notions of a visit. Regular dolmuses (8am—dusk; 1hr) make light work of the
28km trip to the national park established around the mountain.
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The Dilek Yarmmadasi Milli Parki (spring & autumn daily 8am—5pm; summer
daily 8am—6.30pm; winter closed; 5TL, cars 10TL) was set aside in 1966 for,
among other reasons, the protection of its thick forest and diverse fauna, which is
said to include rare lynx, jackal and wild cats. However, you are unlikely to see any
of the species in question as much of the 28,000-acre park is an off-limits military
zone. The most visited portion of the unrestricted zone consists of a ten-kilometre
stretch of mostly paved road beyond the entrance and four good, but often
windswept, beaches along it — Igmeler (hard sand shaded by plane trees), just
beyond the gate; Aydinlik Koyu (pebbles); Kavakli Burun (pebbles); and the last
and prettiest one, Karasu (700m of pea gravel). Each beach has its own small snack
bar or drinks kiosk operating in high season.

Best access to the summit ridge east of 1237-metre Samsun Dag1 (Dilek Tepesi)
is via a trail from ESKIDOGANBEY, a village to the south. This is an all-day
outing, best done in spring or autumn to avoid the heat. Chances of wildlife-
spotting, particularly badgers, jackals and birds of prey, are probably better here
than within the confines of the national park on the other side of the mountain.
Since the closure of most short-term accommodation in Eskidoganbey, walkers
tend to take an early dolmus to one or other of the trailheads, hike over the
mountain, and take an evening dolmus back to Scke or Kusadasi from the walk’s
endpoint. There are no facilities for staying overnight in the park, though it does
provide WCs, barbecue areas and a small café.

A laid-back farming town only two decades ago, SELCUK has been catapulted
into the limelight of premier-league tourism by its proximity to the ruins of
Ephesus. The flavour of tourism here, though, is markedly different from that at
nearby Kusadasi; its less prestigious inland location, good-value accommodation
and ecclesiastical connections (not least, the burial place of St John the Evangelist)
make it a haven for a mix of both backpackers and religious tours.

Although evidence of settlement as early as 2000 BC has been found atop Ayasoluk
hill, the town only really flourished as a Byzantine enterprise during the fifth century
AD, after the harbour of adjacent Ephesus had completely silted up. Despite being the
site of key events in the life of Sts Paul, John and (supposedly) the Virgin, local Chris-
tianity was mostly restricted to the village of Kirkince, now Sirince (see p.259).

At the base of the castle hill and across the busy E24/550 highway (known as
Atatiirk Caddesi in town), Cengiz Topel Caddesi leads east through a pedestrian
precinct to the train station, from where there are four daily connections to fzmir
and Denizli, and one each to Afyon and Séke. Along the way you'll pass the PTT
and several of the town’s restaurants and bars. Following Atatiirk Caddesi a bit
further south brings you to the otogar.

On the western side of Atatiirk Caddesi, on the corner of the central park and
Ugur Mumcu Caddesi (or Love Street as the sign proclaims), the tourist office
(Manyept Mon—Fri 8.30am—noon & 1-5.30pm, Sat & Sun 9am-—noon &
1-5pm; Oct—April Mon—Fri 9am—noon & 1-5.30pm; ®0232/892 6328) has
limited handouts but will cheerfully assist with information. Note that pansiyon
promoters have been known to mob bus arrivals, sometimes boarding them at
the town limits to deliver their sales pitch. Subsequent hustles are more refined,
and may include the time-honoured offer of a lift to Ephesus and loan of a site
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Most places to stay cluster around the central pedestrianized zone or just west of
Atatiirk Caddesi, near the museum, with additional desirable establishments
scattered on and at the base of Ayasoluk hill. Note that most hotels will offer free
transport to Ephesus, as well as collection from the ferry in Kusadas.

Around the museum
Serin Sok 3 ©0232/892 3172,
@ www.hotelakay.com. Affordable boutique-style
two-star choice spread over two properties with
standard and superior rooms, all with balconies
overlooking a garden. Fine views of the mosque,
castle and basilica from its cushioned rooftop
restaurant and bar. Swimming pool.
1064 Sok
12 ®0232/892 6050, @ www.anzguesthouse.com.
Run by the ebullient Harry, a returned Turkish-
Australian, this pansiyon is proud of its rug- and
cushion-covered courtyard and snug rooftop bar,
where nightly barbecues are served. Dorms
(€7.5TL) available. Breakfast not included.
1045 Sok 34 ©0232/892
6923, ®www.barimpension.com. Restored,
rambling old house complete with lush courtyard/
garden. Rooms have traditional Turkish decor and
stone-clad walls, with modern fixtures and fittings.
Asmali Sok 17 ©0232/892 3995,
@www.homerospension.com. Split over two adjoining
buildings this family-run pension has a choice of

rooms, all nicely furnished by their carpenter son
Dervis. Fine sunsets from the roof terrace.

1051 Sok 7 ®©0232/892 9081, @ www.nilya
.com. Set behind high walls, this is a lovely,
tranquil hideaway with charmingly cluttered kilim-
strewn rooms (all with bathrooms and ceiling fans)
laid out around a peaceful, tree-lined courtyard.
Excellent breakfasts.

East of Ataturk Caddesi
St Jean Cad 7 ©0232/892
3944, @ www.hotelbella.com. An ever-
popular favourite near the basilica gate, owned by
old friends Erdal and Nazmi. Good value, with
beautifully decorated rooms, plus eye-level views
of local stork nests from the rooftop restaurant.
(formerly “Artemis Guest House”)
Atatiirk Mah 1016 Sok 19 ®0232/892 1982,
@ www.jimmysplaceephesus.com. Near the central
market and run by an irrepressible, well-travelled
Turk, Jimmy'’s offers standard, superior and luxury
en-suite rooms, plus a hotel pool down the road.
Standard rooms ¢, luxury rooms
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isabey Mah 2019 Sok 34 ®0232/892
2222, @ www.nazarhotel.com. Good-value, family-
run place with thirteen clean, attractively furnished
rooms, a courtyard and pool area, and a good
rooftop restaurant.
1044 Sok 2 ©0232/892 8731, @ www
.nazhan.net. A delightful small house packed with

Campsites

Pamucak beach, 7km
west of Selguk ®0232/893 1205, ® www
.dereli-ephesus.com. Large campsite set amongst
palm trees, right on the beach; you could almost be
in Thailand. Can arrange pick-up from otogar
though the Pamucak dolmug drops at entrance.

antiques and bric-a-brac, chosen by Nazhan and
Kemal when they escaped the rat race of istanbul.

Open all year. (site for two ©)

Selcuk offers a variety of antiquities from diverse eras (not least in its excellent
Ephesus Museum), which can easily be toured in a single day. The town’s sights are
numerous and interesting enough to warrant another night’s stay after visiting
Ephesus, especially if you also plan on heading out to the shrine at Meryemana or
the hill-village of Sirince.

The focal point of settlement in every era, Ayasoluk hill (daily 8am—6.30pm;
5TL) is the first spot you should head for. Enter the site through the Gate of
Persecution, so called by the Byzantines because of a relief of Achilles in combat
that once adorned it, mistakenly thought to depict a martyrdom of Christians in
the amphitheatre of nearby Ephesus.

St John the Evangelist came to Ephesus in the middle of the first century. He died
here around 100 AD and was buried on Ayasoluk Hill, whose name is thought to
be a corruption of “Ayios Theologos” (“Divine Theologian”). The sixth-century
Byzantine emperor Justinian decided to replace two earlier churches sheltering
John’s tomb with a basilica worthy of the saint’s reputation, and until destruction
by Tamerlane’s Mongols in 1402, it was one of the largest and most ornate
Byzantine churches in existence.

Today, various colonnades and walls of the Basilica of St John have been
re-erected. The purported tomb of the evangelist is marked by a slab on the former
site of the altar. Beside the nave is the Baptistry, where fundamentalist tourists
may pose in the act of dunking for friends’ cameras. The restored Byzantine
castle on top of the hill is currently under lengthy renovation following the partial
collapse of one of its walls, and due to reopen in 2012.

The Ephesus Museum (Efes Miizesi; daily 8.30am—6.30pm, winter closes at 5pm;
5TL) is permanently packed with visitors, but is well worth setting aside the time
to visit. Its galleries of finds are arranged thematically rather than chronologically
which helps to present the ancient city as a living space rather than just a repository
of artefacts, although be aware that the labelling is often vague. The first three halls
contain some of the most famous bronze and ceramic objects in the collection,
including effigies of the phallic god Priapus, a bust of the Greek dramatist
Menander, Eros riding a dolphin and various excellent miniatures from the Roman
terrace houses at Ephesus. Beyond here, there is a large courtyard, containing
sarcophagi, column capitals and stelae.

Continuing through the main galleries, you'll enter a hall devoted to tomb finds
and mortuary practices. Just beyond this is the famous Artemis room, with two
renditions of the goddess studded with multiple bull’s testicles (not breasts, as is
commonly believed) and tiny figurines of real and mythical beasts, honouring her
role as mistress of animals.



Beyond the museum, 200m along the road toward Ephesus and to the right, are
the scanty remains of the Artemision, or the sanctuary of Artemis (daily 8.30am—
5.30pm; free). The archaic temple here replaced three predecessors dedicated to
Cybele, and was itself burned down in 356 BC by Herostratus, a lunatic who
(correctly) reckoned his name would be immortalized by the act. The massive
Hellenistic replacement was considered to be one of the Seven Wonders of the
Ancient World, though this is hard to believe today: the Goths sacked it in 263 AD
and the Byzantines subsequently carted off most of the remaining masonry to
Ayasoluk and Constantinople, leaving just a lone column (re-erected in modern
times) amid battered foundation blocks.

The Isa Bey Camii is the most distinguished of the various Selguk monuments,
the style that gives the town its name. It’s a late fourteenth-century Aydinoglu
mosque and it represents a transition between Selcuk and Ottoman styles, with its
innovative courtyard — where most of the congregation would worship — and
stalactite vaulting over the entrance. Inside the main hall, you'll see a high, gabled
roof supported by Roman columns and some fine tile-work in the south dome.
Just south of the mosque are the fenced-off remains of a fourteenth-century bath-
house, which can be seen from Prof A Kaluncur Caddesi.

Virtually all Selcuk’s restaurants are found in the town centre, and tend to be rather
similar, although they are not nearly so exploitative as some in nearby Kusadas.
Good-value establishments along and around the pedestrianized Cengiz Topel
Caddesi include Efes Kéftecisi, which serves up good, simple and cheap steam-tray
specials, and the relatively elegant Eski Ev, offering good Turkish home-cooking in
a leafy courtyard. It’s not every restaurant that can offer views of one of the Seven
Wonders of the Ancient World, but Amazon, on Prof A Kaluncur Caddesi, a stylish,
modern dining room just down the road from the Isa Bey Camii, can oblige from
its pavement tables. Otherwise, several of the town’s hotels — most notably the
Kalehan — operate decent dining rooms that are open to the public.

After-hours tippling takes place at several noisy pubs near Cengiz Topel Caddesi.
The Pink Bistro Café and Dolphin Café have tables spilling out onto Siegburg Caddesi
and are good for late-night carousing, while Café Carpouza, on the far side of the
aqueduct, serves up cocktails until 1am at tables dotted around their vast garden.

The main draw in the region is the ancient city of Ephesus, not to be missed if you
are staying in Selcuk. However, a few other local diversions are worth considering,
including the evocative village of Sirince, nestled in the hills 8km to the east. It’s
increasingly becoming a weekend bolt hole for wealthy Turks and makes for an
easily attainable day-trip. Meryemana, on the other hand, only of any real interest
to those on a biblical tour, requires your own transport or a taxi.

SIRINCE, a well-preserved, originally Greek-built hill-village, situated 8km east
of and above Selguk, is surrounded by lush orchards and vineyards — you can taste
the wines and buy them at the many wine shops here. Laden with pesky hawkers
in season, it’s a much more pleasant and relaxed place outside summer and
genuinely lives up to its reputation as one of the region’s most idyllic villages.
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A Sirince village

At the edge of Sirince stands a late nineteenth-century church, with a pebble-
mosaic floor, plaster-relief work on the ceiling and wooden vaulting. Nearer the
middle of the village there’s a larger stone basilica dating from 1839 and restored
as an art gallery. But the main point of a visit is the idyllic scenery and the
handsome domestic architecture, which, since the late 1980s, has attracted wealthy
urban Turks in search of characterful vacation homes.

Regular dolmugses leave from Selcuk’s ofogar and drop you in the centre of the
Sirince village, where nothing is more than a few minutes’ walk away. You could
stay overnight here, though accommodation prices are relatively high: the
Nisanyan Evleri (®0232/898 3208, @ www.nisanyan.com; @) is a restored
mansion with serene views and superb singles and doubles, five minutes up on the
eastern slopes at the end of a dirt track above the town. Travel-writer owner Sevan
also has a number of apartments in the village (@), some with kerevets (built-in
wooden beds) and designer bathrooms.

There are half a dozen restaurants clustered around the main square at the east
end of the village’s single-lane bazaar. Alternatively, the % Artemis Restaurant
enjoys a spectacular setting in a former school overlooking the valley at the
entrance to the village, and offers an excellent Turkish menu (mains are 10-15TL),
as well as a wide range of local wines.

Meryemana
Eight kilometres southwest of Selguk, beyond Ephesus and just below the summit
of Biilbiil Dagi, stands Meryemana (dawn—dusk; 10TL, plus car-park fees), a
monument to piety and faith. Though most Orthodox theologians maintain that
the Virgin Mary died and was buried in Jerusalem, another school of thought
holds that the mother of Jesus accompanied St John the Evangelist when he left
Palestine in the middle of the first century on his way to Ephesus.

The site is enclosed within a municipal park and subject to a generous dose of
commercialism — though the dense forest and fountain are pleasant enough. The
house itself, now a chapel aligned unusually southwest to northeast, probably



dates from early Byzantine times, though its foundations may indeed be first-
century. It overlooks a beautiful wooded valley and two terraces where a spring
gushes forth; nearby, tree branches are festooned with the votive rag-scraps left by
Muslim pilgrims, for whom Meryemana (Mother Mary) is also a saint.

The site is accessible only by private car or taxi (or, if you're really determined,
on foot, but it’s a good hour’s walk). If you want to come, it makes sense to
combine a visit with a day at Ephesus, whose upper entrance is 5km to the north;
see p.262 for details.

Some 12km south of Sel¢uk on the main highway to Aydin, the village of
CAMLIK is the site of the Camlik Open-Air Rail Museum (Buharli Lokomotif
Miizesi; open daily; 2TL), 50m southwest of the road after the village-limits sign.
The museum occupies the sidings of a former train-works and exhibits include
more than two dozen steam locomotives, many pre-World War I; the majority are
German-made but there are also British, American, Czech, French and Swedish
models. A particularly scenic, if slow, way of reaching the museum is by taking
one of the three daily Selguk—Aydin trains, and getting off at Camlik station. The
museum itself is a further 1km walk away in the town’s former station.

With the exception of Pompeii, Ephesus (Efes in Turkish) is the largest and best-
preserved ancient city around the Mediterranean; and, after the Sultanahmet
district of Istanbul, it’s the most visited tourist attraction in Turkey. The ruins are
mobbed for much of the year, although with a little planning and initiative it’s
possible to tour the site in relative peace. You'll need two to three partly shady
hours to see Ephesus, as well as a bottle of water — the acres of stone act as a grill
in the heat of the day, and the water sold from the kiosks at either gate is expensive.

Legends relate that Ephesus was founded by Androclus, son of King Kodrus of
Athens having been advised by an oracle to settle at a place indicated by a fish and
a wild boar. Androclus and his entourage arrived here to find natives roasting fish
by the sea; embers from the fire set a bush ablaze, out of which charged a pig, and
the city was on its way. The imported worship of Artemis melded easily with that
of the indigenous Cybele, and the Ephesus of 1000 BC was built on the north
slope of Mount Pion (Panayir Dag1), very close to the temple of the goddess.

Alexander the Great, on his visit in 334 BC, offered to fund the completion
of the latest version of the Artemis shrine, but the city fathers tactfully demurred,
saying that one deity should not support another. Following Alexander’s death
his lieutenant Lysimachus moved the city to its present location — necessary
because the sea had already receded considerably — and provided it with its first
walls, traces of which are still visible on Panayir Dagi and Mount Koressos
(Bulbiil Dagy) to the south.

In subsequent centuries, Ephesus changed allegiance frequently and backed various
revolts against Roman rule. Yet it never suffered for this lack of principle: during the
Roman imperial period it was designated the capital of Asia and ornamented with
magnificent public buildings — the ones on view today — by a succession of emperors.
Ephesus’s quarter-million population was swelled substantially at times by the right
of sanctuary linked to the sacred precinct of Artemis, allowing shelter to large
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numbers of criminals. Of a somewhat less lurid cast was the more stable, mixed
population of Jews, Romans, and Egyptian and Anatolian cultists.

Despite, or perhaps because of, this, Christianity took root early and quickly at
Ephesus. St John the Evangelist arrived in the mid-first century, and St Paul spent
the years 51-53 AD in the city, proselytizing foremost among the Jewish
community. As usual, Paul managed to foment controversy even in this cosmo-
politan environment, apparently being imprisoned for some time — in a tower
bearing his name near the west end of the walls — and later provoking the famous
silversmiths’ riot, described in Acts 19:23—20:1.

Under the Byzantines, Ephesus was the venue for two of the councils of the
Church, including one in 431 AD at which the Nestorian heresy (see p.675) was
anathematized. However, the general tenor of the Byzantine era was one of
decline, owing to the abandoning of Artemis-worship following the establishment
of state Christianity, Arab raids and (worst of all) the final silting up of the
harbour. The population began to siphon off to the nearby hill crowned by the
tomb and church of St John, future nucleus of the town of Sel¢uk, and by the time
the Selguks themselves appeared the process was virtually complete.

Approaching Ephesus from Kusadasi, get the dolmus to drop you at the nearest
junction, from where it’s another easy kilometre to the lower entrance and ticket
office. From Selguk, most of the hotels offer free transport, or a taxi costs around
8TL. Alternatively, you could walk the 3km: the first 2km of the walk along a
mulberry-shaded lane paralleling the busy highway are rather pleasant, the final
1km along a narrow hill with no pavement, less so. There is also a second, upper
entrance on the southeastern side of Ephesus, on the way to Meryemana (see
p-260) — a more sensible route in summer since it enables you to walk downhill
through the site (tour buses tend to drop their clients here, retrieving them at the
lower gate). Visiting Meryemana first by taxi from Selguk will allow you to use
the upper gate: 40TL (per car) should include a half-hour wait at “Mary’s house”,
then a final drop-off at the top of the Ephesus site.

The first hint of the city, well before you reach the lower entrance of Ephesus
(daily 8am—6.30pm; winter closes 5.30pm; last ticket 30min before closing; 20TL,
plus car-park fees) with souvenir stalls and tour buses, is the rather eroded (and
pilfered) remains of the Vedius gymnasium and the stadium, funded by Nero.
Once past the entry gate, take a sharp right along a path signed “Meryem Kilisesi”,
which leads to St Mary’s church, an absurdly elongated hotchpotch constructed
between the second and fourth centuries AD. The building, originally a Roman
warehouse, was the venue of the ecumenical council in 431 AD; its baptistry is in
good condition. An alternative, recommended in summer, is to start at the top
entrance (same opening times and price) and work downhill, although you will be
walking with the crowds in this direction. Whatever the season, a hat and a bottle
of water are a must. Multilingual audio guides are available from both entrances.

Best approached from the church, the harbour baths and gymnasium are
prominent, but overgrown and difficult to explore. Along their western edge,
trees and bushes fringe the splendid Arcadian Way, named after the fifth-century
Byzantine emperor Arcadius who renovated it. Currently roped-off and the site of
regular faux-gladiator performances, it’s not too difficult to imagine an era when
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it was lined with hundreds of shops and illuminated at night. Nearby, the ancient
theatre has been somewhat brutally restored, although it’s worth the climb for the
views over the surrounding countryside.

The so-called Marble Street begins near the base of the theatre and heads almost
due south; wheel-ruts in the road and the slightly elevated colonnade remnant to
the right indicate that pedestrians and vehicles were kept neatly separated. Also to
your right as you proceed is the lower agora, with an adjoining Serapis Temple,
where the city’s many Egyptian merchants would have worshipped. About
halfway along Marble Street, metal stanchions protect alleged “signposting” — a
footprint and a female head etched into the rock — for a brothel.

Directly across the intersection of the two major streets looms the awe-inspiring
Library of Celsus, originally erected by the consul Gaius Julius Aquila between
110 and 135 AD as a memorial to his father Celsus Polemaeanus, who is still
entombed under the west wall of the structure. The elegant, two-storey facade is
the classic image of Ephesus. It was fitted with niches for statues of the four person-
ified intellectual virtues, today filled with plaster copies (the originals are in
Vienna). Inside, twelve thousand scrolls were stored in galleries designed to prevent
damp damage — a precaution that didn’t prevent the Goths burning them all when
they sacked the area in 262 AD. Abutting the library, and designed to provide entry
to the lower agora, is the restored triple gate of Mazaeus and Mithridates.

Just uphill from the Roman city’s main intersection, a Byzantine fountain looks
across Curetes Street to the public latrines, a favourite photo opportunity with
visitors. Continuing along the same side of the street, youll come to the so-called
Temple of Hadrian, actually donated in 118 AD by a wealthy citizen in honour
of Hadrian, Artemis and the city in general. As in the case of the library facade,
most of the relief works here are plaster copies of the originals, which reside in the
Seleuk museum. The two small heads on the arches spanning the four columns out
front are of Tyche and possibly Medusa, respectively installed for luck and to ward
off evil influences.

Behind and above the temple sprawl the first-century Scholastica baths, named
after the fifth-century Byzantine lady whose headless statue adorns the entrance
and who restored the complex. There was direct access from here to the latrines
and thence the brothel, though it seems from graffiti that the baths, too, were at
one stage used as a bawdy house. Clay drainage pipes are still visibly lodged in the
floor, as they are at many points in Ephesus.

On the far side of Curetes Street from the Temple of Hadrian lies a huge patterned
mosaic, which once fronted a series of shops. Behind this, housed in a protective
plexiglass-and-steel shelter, are the famous terrace houses (daily 8am—6pm; winter
closes 5pm; 15TL): 62 rooms comprising one of the world’s best-preserved Roman
domestic environments. Oddly, many tour groups skip this incredible site — all the
better for you to enjoy it unobstructed.

Broken down into seven dwellings, Terrace House 2 was buried, and thus very well
preserved, by a series of earthquakes during the third century AD. Excavation teams
continue to work as visitors are channelled through the complex via transparent glass
walkways. At the time of writing, highlights include a basilica “wall-papered” with



Turkish food and drink

The amazing variety of Turkish food and drink is a direct link
to its multilayered history. Here you’ll find everything from
rustic central Asian country cooking such as gozleme (stuffed
pancakes) and mantl (“Turkish ravioli”), to the highly refined,
: e Ottoman court. This section
out for. For




Street vendor selling mussels A

Meze ¥

Seafood

Turks, given their long coastline, have
always adored seafood, even shrimp,
squid and mussels which in strict Islamic
observance are haram (forbidden).
Residents of the eastern Black Sea are
even nicknamed hamsis (anchovies) after
their favourite food. But the main focus
of fishy interest is the Bosphorus strait
linking the Black Sea and Mediterranean
(via the intervening Sea of Marmara and
Dardanelles), routes for seasonal migrations
of eagerly awaited species. Late autumn
sees fish head southwest from the Black
Sea on the primary Bosphorus current.
Most famous are bluefish (liifer), with five
aliases depending on size; sardine (sardalya);
small bonito (palamut) and large (forik) — the
source of lakerda, marinated white-fleshed
slices that’s a premium meze. Having
spawned in the warmer Mediterranean,
such species return to the Black Sea in
spring, sparking off a second round of
gastronomic indulgence. There are also
many fish which stay put and are available

( )
Meze

Up to thirty kinds of meze (from the
Arabic mezza, “taste” or “sample”) may
be featured at licensed restaurants or
meyhanes. They’re the stars of Turkish
cuisine, comprising a tempting array of
rich purées, vinaigrettes and the olive-oil
fried then chilled vegetarian dishes
known as zeytin yaglilar. Most meze
appear cold straight out of the display
case, but those incorporating filo

pastry — the various béreks — are served
hot to order. Some platters, such as
marinated red beans or rock samphire,
are very simple, while others, such as
icli kéfte (bulgur-nut and mince rissoles)
or dishes incorporating the versatile
aubergine, are fiddly to make, mobilizing
much of the chef’s creativity.




most of the year, but they don’t compare
in popular affection and (in bumper years)
sheer visibility to the migrators.

Inland, you'll find freshwater species
such as catfish (yayin) and trout (alabalik,
often farmed) served up at lake- and
riverside restaurants — some of the best are
found in Egirdir.

Coffee vs tea

The
along with the notion of the coffechouse
— to the West during the 1600s. At
first religious authorities proscribed the
drink as a stimulant forbidden by the
Koran, and coffeehouses themselves were

Ottomans introduced coffee —

intermittently banned as hotbeds of
sedition and vice. But they had became
a fixture of Istanbul society by the mid-
1500s, with early travellers admiring their
egalitarian sociability.

The Ottoman method of preparing
coffee, still used, involved combining finely
ground roasted beans with water and sugar
to taste in a cezve (long-handled, tapering
small pot). The mixture is allowed to rise
twice without actually boiling, then the
resultant froth, liquid and felve (sediment,
never drunk) decanted into little cups.

With the formation of the republic,
coffee began to fall out of favour. After
the Ottoman Arabian territories were lost,
tea-growing along the Black Sea was
heavily subsidized and coffee was taxed
beyond the reach of most. Strong black
tea — as anyone strolling through a bazaar
soon learns — is now the ritual hot drink
of choice, though its pedigree can hardly
compare to Indian or Sri Lankan tea, and
if steeped too long (as is often the case)
can be undrinkable. However, since 2000
the price of coffee has fallen and its
popularity begun to recover in the land
that introduced it to the wider world.

A Tea served in a classic tulip-shaped glass

¥ Coffee served with Turkish Delight
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Wine

Anatolia is among the oldest, if not the
oldest grape-growing region on earth. Some
experts believe that wine was first made here
six thousand years ago, and that viniculture
spread west to Greece and Italy. After the
Ottoman Muslim conquest, wine-making
became the speciality of the Armenian and
G